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Preface to theWorld
English Bible

What is the Holy Bible?
TheHolyBible is a collectionof books and

letters written by many people who were
inspired by the Holy Spirit of God. These
books tell us howwe can be saved from the
evil of thisworld andgain eternal life that is
truly worth living. Although the Holy Bible
contains rules of conduct, it is not just a
rule book. It reveals God’s heart—a Father’s
heart, full of loveandcompassion. TheHoly
Bible tells you what you need to know and
believe to be saved from sin and evil and
how to live a life that is truly worth living,
nomatterwhatyour current circumstances
may be.
The Holy Bible consists of two main sec-

tions: the Old Testament (including Psalms
and Proverbs) and the New Testament
(Matthew through Revelation). The Old
Testament records God’s interaction with
mankind before He sent His son to redeem
us, while recording prophesy predicting
that coming. The New Testament tells us of
God’s Son and Anointed One, Jesus, and the
wonderful salvation that He purchased for
us.
The same Holy Spirit who inspired the

Holy Bible is living amongst us today, and
He is happy to help you understand what
He intendedas you studyHisWord. Just ask
Him, andHe ismore thanhappy to help you
apply His message to your life.
TheOld Testamentwas originallywritten

mostly in Hebrew. The New Testament was
originally written mostly in the common
street Greek (not the formal Greek used for
official legal matters). The Holy Bible is
translated into many languages, and being
translated into many more, so that every-
one may have an opportunity to hear the
Good News about Jesus Christ.†

Why was the World English Bible trans-
lated?
There are already many good transla-

tions of the Holy Bible into contemporary
English. Unfortunately, almost all of them
are restricted by copyright and copyright
holder policy. This restricts publication and
republication of God’s Word in many ways,
such as in downloadable files on the Inter-
net, use of extensive quotations in books,
etc. The World English Bible was commis-
sioned by God in response to prayer about
this subject.

Because the World English Bible is in
the Public Domain (not copyrighted), it can
be freely copied, distributed, and redis-
tributed without any payment of royalties.
You don’t even have to ask permission to
do so. You may publish the whole World
EnglishBible inbook form,bind it in leather
and sell it. Youmay incorporate it into your
Bible study software. You may make and
distribute audio recordings of it. You may
broadcast it. All you have to do is maintain
the integrity of God’sWord before God, and
reserve the name “World English Bible” for
faithful copies of this translation.

How was the World English Bible trans-
lated?
The World English Bible is an update

of the American Standard Version (ASV)
of the Holy Bible, published in 1901. A
custom computer program updated the ar-
chaic words and word forms to contempo-
rary equivalents, and then a team of vol-
unteers proofread and updated the gram-
mar. The New Testament was updated
in places to conform to the Byzantine Ma-
jority Text reconstruction of the original
Greek manuscripts, thus taking advantage
of the superior access to manuscripts that
we have now compared to when the origi-
nal ASVwas translated.

What is different about the World En-
glish Bible?
The style of the World English Bible,

while fairly literally translated, is in infor-
mal, spoken English. The World English
Bible is designed to sound good and be ac-
curate when read aloud. It is not formal in
its language, just as theoriginalGreekof the
New Testament was not formal. The WEB
uses contractions rather freely.
The World English Bible doesn’t capi-

talise pronouns pertaining to God. The
original manuscriptsmade no such distinc-
tion. Hebrew has no such thing as up-
per and lower case, and the original Greek
manuscripts were written in all upper case
letters. Attempting to add in such a distinc-
tion raises some difficulties in translating
dual-meaning Scriptures such as the coro-
nation psalms.
TheClassicWorldEnglishBible translates

God’s Proper Name in the Old Testament as
“Yahweh.” All other editions of the World
English Bible translate the same name as
“LORD” (all capital letters), or when used
with “Lord” (mixed case, translated from
“Adonai”), GOD. There are solid transla-
tional arguments for both traditions.

† :: “Christ” means “Anointed One”.
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Because World English Bible uses the
Byzantine Majority Text (MT) as the pri-
mary basis for theNewTestament, youmay
notice the following differences in compar-
ing theWEB to other translations:
The order of Matthew 23:13 and 14 is
reversed in some translations.

Luke 17:36 and Acts 15:34, which are
not found in the majority of the Greek
Manuscripts (and are relegated to foot-
notes in the WEB) may be included in
some other translations.

Romans 14:24-26 in theWEBmay appear
as Romans 16:25-27 in other transla-
tions.

1 John 5:7-8 contains an addition in some
translations, including the KJV. Eras-
mus admitted adding this text to his
published Greek New Testament, even
though he could at first find no Greek
manuscript support for it, because he
was being pressured by men to do so,
and because he didn’t see any doctrinal
harm in it. Lots of things not written
by John in this letter are true, but we
decline to add them to what the Holy
Spirit inspired through John.

With all of the above and some other
places where lack of clarity in the original
manuscripts has led to multiple possible
readings, significant variants are listed in
footnotes. The reading that in ourprayerful
judgement is best is in the main text. Over-
all, the World English Bible doesn’t differ
very much from several other good con-
temporary English translations of the Holy
Bible. The message of Salvation through
Jesus Christ is still the same. The point of
this translationwas not to be very different
(except for legal status), but to update the
ASV for readability while retaining or im-
proving the accuracy of that well-respected
translation and retaining the public do-
main status of the ASV.

Does theWorld English Bible include the
Apocrypha?
The World English Bible is an ecumeni-

cal project that includes books included in
Bibles in many denominations. The main
66books of theOldandNewTestaments are
recognised as Scripture by all true Chris-
tians. There are also books considered to be
part of, depending on which book and who
you ask, Deuterocanon, Apocrypha, and
Pseudepigrapha. The Deuterocanon/Apoc-
rypha books are included in the printed
editions marked “Ecumenical” but not in
the printed editions marked “Old and New
Testaments”.

The following books and parts of books
are recognised as Deuterocanonical Scrip-
tureby theRomanCatholic, Greek, andRus-
sian Orthodox Churches: Tobit, Judith, Es-
ther from the Greek Septuagint, TheWisdom
of Solomon, Ecclesiasticus (also called The
Wisdom of Jesus Son of Sirach), Baruch, The
Song of the Three Holy Children, Susanna,
and Bel and the Dragon, 1 Maccabees, 2
Maccabees. In this edition, The Letter of
Jeremiah is included as chapter 6 of Baruch.
Three of those books come from parts of
Daniel found in the Greek Septuagint, but
not the Hebrew Old Testament: The Song
of the Three Holy Children, Susanna, and Bel
and the Dragon. These three are included
in Daniel (Greek), in context, as they make
more sense that way.
The following books are recognised as

Deuterocanonical Scripture by the Greek
and Russian Orthodox Churches, but not
the Roman Catholic Church: 1 Esdras, The
Prayer of Manasseh, Psalm 151, and 3 Mac-
cabees. Note that 1 Esdras and the Prayer
of Manasseh are also in an appendix to the
Latin Vulgate Bible.
The Slavonic Bible includes 2 Esdras, but

calls it 3 Esdras. This same book is in the
Appendix to the Latin Vulgate as 4 Esdras.
An appendix to theGreek Septuagint con-

tains 4 Maccabees. It is included for its
historical value.
Amongst Christian denominations and

amongst individual Christians, opinions
vary widely on the Deuterocanon/ Apoc-
rypha, as do the collective names they give
them. Many regard them as useful in gain-
ingadditionalunderstandingof theOldand
New Testaments and the hand of God in
history, even if they don’t give them the
same status as the 66 books of the Old and
New Testaments. They are included here
in support of the churches and individuals
who read them and use them, as separate
from, but frequently used with, the core
canon of the 66 books of the Holy Bible.

What areMT, TR, and NU?
In the footnotes, MT refers to the Byzan-

tine Greek Majority Text New Testament,
which is usually in themain text. TR stands
forTextusReceptus,which is theGreekText
from which the King James Version New
Testament was translated. NU stands for
the Nestle-Aland/ UBS critical text of the
Greek New Testament, which is used as a
basis for some other Bible translations.

More Information
For answers to frequently asked ques-

tions about the World English Bible, please
visit our web site atWorldEnglish.Bible.
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The First Book ofMoses,
Commonly Called

Genesis
1 In the beginning, God† created the heav-

ens and the earth.
2 The earth was formless and empty.

Darkness was on the surface of the deep
and God’s Spirit was hovering over the sur-
face of the waters.

3God said, “Let there be light,” and there
was light.

4 God saw the light, and saw that it was
good. God divided the light from the dark-
ness.

5God called the light “day”, and the dark-
ness he called “night”. There was evening
and there wasmorning, the first day.

6God said, “Let there be an expanse in the
middle of the waters, and let it divide the
waters from the waters.”

7God made the expanse, and divided the
waterswhichwereunder the expanse from
the waters which were above the expanse;
and it was so.

8God called the expanse “sky”. Therewas
evening and there was morning, a second
day.

9God said, “Let the waters under the sky
be gathered together to one place, and let
the dry land appear;” and it was so.

10God called the dry land “earth”, and the
gathering together of the waters he called
“seas”. God saw that it was good.

11 God said, “Let the earth yield grass,
herbsyielding seeds, and fruit treesbearing
fruit after their kind, with their seeds in it,
on the earth;” and it was so.

12 The earth yielded grass, herbs yield-
ing seed after their kind, and trees bearing
fruit, with their seeds in it, after their kind;
and God saw that it was good.

13 There was evening and there was
morning, a third day.

14 God said, “Let there be lights in the
expanse of the sky to divide the day from
the night; and let them be for signs to mark
seasons, days, and years;

15and let thembe for lights in the expanse
of the sky to give light on the earth;” and it
was so.

16 God made the two great lights: the
greater light to rule the day, and the lesser
light to rule the night. He also made the
stars.

17God set them in the expanse of the sky
to give light to the earth,

18 and to rule over the day and over the
night, and to divide the light from the dark-
ness. God saw that it was good.

19 There was evening and there was
morning, a fourth day.

20God said, “Let the waters abound with
living creatures, and let birds fly above the
earth in the open expanse of the sky.”

21 God created the large sea creatures
and every living creature that moves, with
which thewaters swarmed, after theirkind,
and every winged bird after its kind. God
saw that it was good.

22 God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful,
andmultiply, and fill the waters in the seas,
and let birds multiply on the earth.”

23 There was evening and there was
morning, a fifth day.

24God said, “Let the earth produce living
creatures after their kind, livestock, creep-
ing things, and animals of the earth after
their kind;” and it was so.

25 God made the animals of the earth af-
ter their kind, and the livestock after their
kind, and everything that creeps on the
ground after its kind. God saw that it was
good.

26Godsaid, “Let’smakeman inour image,
after our likeness. Let them have dominion
over the fish of the sea, and over the birds
of the sky, and over the livestock, and over
all the earth, and over every creeping thing
that creeps on the earth.”

27 God created man in his own image.
In God’s image he created him; male and
female he created them.

28 God blessed them. God said to them,
“Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, and
subdue it. Have dominion over the fish of
the sea, over the birds of the sky, and over
every living thing thatmoves on the earth.”

29 God said, “Behold,‡ I have given you
every herb yielding seed, which is on the
surface of all the earth, and every tree,
which bears fruit yielding seed. It will be
your food.

30 To every animal of the earth, and to
every bird of the sky, and to everything that
creeps on the earth, in which there is life, I
have given every green herb for food;” and
it was so.

31God saw everything that he had made,
and, behold, it was very good. There was
evening and there was morning, a sixth
day.

2
1Theheavens, the earth, andall their vast

array were finished.
† 1:1: TheHebrewwordrendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). ‡ 1:29: “Behold”, from means,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ lookat, takenotice,
observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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2 On the seventh day God finished his
work which he had done; and he rested on
the seventh day from all his work which he
had done.

3God blessed the seventh day, and made
it holy, because he rested in it from all his
work of creation which he had done.

4 This is the history of the generations
of the heavens and of the earth when they
were created, in the day that the LORD†God
made the earth and the heavens.

5Noplant of the fieldwas yet in the earth,
and no herb of the field had yet sprung up;
for the LORD God had not caused it to rain
on the earth. Therewas not aman to till the
ground,

6 but a mist went up from the earth, and
watered the whole surface of the ground.

7 The LORD God formed man from the
dust of the ground, and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life; and man became
a living soul.

8 The LORD God planted a garden east-
ward, in Eden, and there he put the man
whom he had formed.

9 Out of the ground the LORD God made
every tree to grow that is pleasant to the
sight, and good for food, including the tree
of life in the middle of the garden and the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

10 A river went out of Eden to water the
garden; and from there it was parted, and
became the source of four rivers.

11The name of the first is Pishon: it flows
through the whole land of Havilah, where
there is gold;

12 and the gold of that land is good. Bdel-
lium‡ and onyx stone are also there.

13 The name of the second river is Gihon.
It is the same river that flows through the
whole land of Cush.

14The name of the third river is Hiddekel.
This is the one which flows in front of As-
syria. The fourth river is the Euphrates.

15 The LORD God took the man, and put
him into the gardenof Eden to cultivate and
keep it.

16 The LORD God commanded the man,
saying, “You may freely eat of every tree of
the garden;

17 but you shall not eat of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil; for in the day
that you eat of it, you will surely die.”

18 The LORD God said, “It is not good for
the man to be alone. I will make him a
helper comparable to§ him.”

19 Out of the ground the LORD God
formed every animal of the field, and every
bird of the sky, and brought them to the

man to see what he would call them. What-
ever the man called every living creature
became its name.

20 The man gave names to all livestock,
and to the birds of the sky, and to every
animal of the field; but for man there was
not found a helper comparable to him.

21 The LORD God caused the man to fall
into a deep sleep. As the man slept, he took
one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh in its
place.

22TheLORDGodmade awoman from the
rib which he had taken from the man, and
brought her to theman.

23 The man said, “This is now bone of my
bones, and flesh of my flesh. She will be
called ‘woman,’ because she was taken out
of Man.”

24 Therefore a man will leave his father
and his mother, and will join with his wife,
and they will be one flesh.

25Theman and hiswifewere both naked,
and they were not ashamed.

3
1 Now the serpent was more subtle than

any animal of the fieldwhich the LORDGod
hadmade. He said to the woman, “Has God
really said, ‘You shall not eat of any tree of
the garden’?”

2Thewomansaid to the serpent, “Wemay
eat fruit from the trees of the garden,

3 but not the fruit of the tree which is in
themiddle of the garden. God has said, ‘You
shall not eat of it. You shall not touch it, lest
you die.’ ”

4 The serpent said to the woman, “You
won’t really die,

5 for God knows that in the day you eat it,
your eyes will be opened, and you will be
like God, knowing good and evil.”

6When the woman saw that the tree was
good for food, and that itwasadelight to the
eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to
make one wise, she took some of its fruit,
and ate. Then she gave some to her hus-
band with her, and he ate it, too.

7 Their eyes were opened, and they both
knew that they were naked. They sewed
fig leaves together, and made coverings for
themselves.

8 They heard the LORD God’s voice walk-
ing in the garden in the cool of the day, and
the man and his wife hid themselves from
the presence of the LORD God amongst the
trees of the garden.

9 The LORD God called to the man, and
said to him, “Where are you?”

† 2:4: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew
,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). ‡ 2:12: or, aromatic resin § 2:18: or, suitable for, or appropriate for.
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10 The man said, “I heard your voice in
the garden, and I was afraid, because I was
naked; so I hid myself.”

11God said, “Who told you that you were
naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I
commanded you not to eat from?”

12 The man said, “The woman whom you
gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from
the tree, and I ate it.”

13 The LORD God said to the woman,
“What have you done?”
The woman said, “The serpent deceived

me, and I ate.”
14The LORD God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this,
you are cursed above all livestock,
and above every animal of the field.

You shall go on your belly
and you shall eat dust all the days of
your life.

15 I will put hostility between you and the
woman,

and between your offspring and her
offspring.

He will bruise your head,
and youwill bruise his heel.”

16To the woman he said,
“I will greatly multiply your pain in child-

birth.
You will bear children in pain.

Your desire will be for your husband,
and he will rule over you.”

17To Adam he said,
“Because you have listened to your wife’s

voice,
and have eaten from the tree,
aboutwhich I commanded you, saying,

‘You shall not eat of it,’
the ground is cursed for your sake.

Youwill eat from itwithmuch labour all the
days of your life.

18 Itwill yield thorns and thistles to you;
and youwill eat the herb of the field.

19 You will eat bread by the sweat of your
face until you return to the ground,

for you were taken out of it.
For you are dust,

and you shall return to dust.”
20 The man called his wife Eve because

she would be themother of all the living.
21 The LORD God made garments of an-

imal skins for Adam and for his wife, and
clothed them.

22 The LORD God said, “Behold, the man
has become like one of us, knowing good
and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand,
and also take of the tree of life, and eat, and
live forever—”

23 Therefore the LORD God sent him out
from the garden of Eden, to till the ground
fromwhich he was taken.

24So he drove out theman; and he placed
cherubim† at the east of the garden of Eden,
and a flaming sword which turned every
way, to guard the way to the tree of life.

4
1 The man knew† Eve his wife. She con-

ceived,‡ and gave birth to Cain, and said, “I
have gotten amanwith the LORD’s help.”

2 Again she gave birth, to Cain’s brother
Abel. Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain
was a tiller of the ground.

3As timepassed, Cainbrought anoffering
to the LORD from the fruit of the ground.

4Abel also brought some of the firstborn
of his flock and of its fat. The LORD re-
spected Abel and his offering,

5 but he didn’t respect Cain and his offer-
ing. Cain was very angry, and the expres-
sion on his face fell.

6 The LORD said to Cain, “Why are you
angry? Whyhas the expression of your face
fallen?

7 If you do well, won’t it be lifted up? If
you don’t do well, sin crouches at the door.
Its desire is for you, but you are to rule over
it.”

8 Cain said to Abel, his brother, “Let’s go
into the field.” While they were in the field,
Cain rose up against Abel, his brother, and
killed him.

9 The LORD said to Cain, “Where is Abel,
your brother?”
He said, “I don’t know. Am Imy brother’s

keeper?”
10 The LORD said, “What have you done?

The voice of your brother’s blood cries to
me from the ground.

11 Now you are cursed because of the
ground, which has opened its mouth to re-
ceive your brother’s blood from your hand.

12Fromnowon,whenyou till the ground,
it won’t yield its strength to you. Youwill be
a fugitive and a wanderer in the earth.”

13Cain said to the LORD, “Mypunishment
is greater than I can bear.

14 Behold, you have driven me out today
fromthe surfaceof theground. Iwill behid-
den from your face, and I will be a fugitive
andawanderer in theearth. Whoeverfinds
mewill kill me.”

15The LORD said to him, “Thereforewho-
ever slays Cain, vengeance will be taken on
him sevenfold.” The LORD appointed a sign
for Cain, so that anyone finding him would
not strike him.

† 3:24: cherubim are powerful angelic creatures, messengers of God with wings. See Ezekiel 10. † 4:1: or, lay with,
or, had relations with ‡ 4:1: or, became pregnant
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16Cain left theLORD’s presence, and lived
in the land of Nod, east of Eden.

17Cain knewhiswife. She conceived, and
gave birth to Enoch. He built a city, and
named the city after the name of his son,
Enoch.

18 Irad was born to Enoch. Irad became
the father of Mehujael. Mehujael became
the father of Methushael. Methushael be-
came the father of Lamech.

19 Lamech took two wives: the name of
the first one was Adah, and the name of the
second one was Zillah.

20 Adah gave birth to Jabal, who was the
father of those who dwell in tents and have
livestock.

21His brother’s namewas Jubal, whowas
the father of all who handle the harp and
pipe.

22 Zillah also gave birth to Tubal Cain,
the forger of every cutting instrument of
bronze and iron. Tubal Cain’s sister was
Naamah.

23Lamech said to his wives,
“Adah and Zillah, hear my voice.

You wives of Lamech, listen to my
speech,

for I have slain aman for woundingme,
a youngman for bruisingme.

24 If Cain will be avenged seven times,
truly Lamech seventy-seven times.”

25 Adam knew his wife again. She gave
birth to a son, and named him Seth, saying,
“forGodhas givenmeanother child instead
of Abel, for Cain killed him.”

26 A son was also born to Seth, and he
named him Enosh. At that time men began
to call on the LORD’s name.

5
1 This is the book of the generations of

Adam. In the day that God created man, he
made him in God’s likeness.

2He created them male and female, and
blessed them. On theday theywerecreated,
he named them Adam.†

3 Adam lived one hundred and thirty
years, and became the father of a son in his
own likeness, after his image, and named
him Seth.

4 The days of Adam after he became the
father of Seth were eight hundred years,
and he became the father of other sons and
daughters.

5 All the days that Adam lived were nine
hundred and thirty years, then he died.

6 Seth lived one hundred and five years,
then became the father of Enosh.

7 Seth lived after he became the father
of Enosh eight hundred and seven years,

and became the father of other sons and
daughters.

8 All of the days of Seth were nine hun-
dred and twelve years, then he died.

9 Enosh lived ninety years, and became
the father of Kenan.

10Enosh lived after he became the father
of Kenan eight hundred and fifteen years,
and became the father of other sons and
daughters.

11All of the days of Enoshwere nine hun-
dred and five years, then he died.

12 Kenan lived seventy years, then be-
came the father of Mahalalel.

13Kenan lived after he became the father
ofMahalalel eight hundred and forty years,
and became the father of other sons and
daughters

14 and all of the days of Kenan were nine
hundred and ten years, then he died.

15 Mahalalel lived sixty-five years, then
became the father of Jared.

16 Mahalalel lived after he became the
father of Jared eight hundred and thirty
years, and became the father of other sons
and daughters.

17All of the days of Mahalalel were eight
hundred and ninety-five years, then he
died.

18 Jared lived one hundred and sixty-two
years, then became the father of Enoch.

19 Jared lived after he became the father
of Enoch eight hundred years, and became
the father of other sons and daughters.

20All of the days of Jared were nine hun-
dred and sixty-two years, then he died.

21 Enoch lived sixty-five years, then be-
came the father of Methuselah.

22AfterMethuselah’sbirth, Enochwalked
with God for three hundred years, and be-
came the father of more sons and daugh-
ters.

23 All the days of Enoch were three hun-
dred and sixty-five years.

24EnochwalkedwithGod, andhewasnot
found, for God took him.

25 Methuselah lived one hundred and
eighty-seven years, then became the father
of Lamech.

26 Methuselah lived after he became
the father of Lamech seven hundred and
eighty-two years, and became the father of
other sons and daughters.

27 All the days of Methuselah were nine
hundred and sixty-nine years, then he died.

28Lamech lived one hundred and eighty-
two years, then became the father of a son.

29He named him Noah, saying, “This one
will comfort us in ourworkand in the toil of

† 5:2: “Adam” and “Man” are spelled with the exact same consonants in Hebrew, so this can be correctly translated
either way.
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our hands, caused by the ground which the
LORD has cursed.”

30 Lamech lived after he became the fa-
ther of Noah five hundred and ninety-five
years, and became the father of other sons
and daughters.

31All the days of Lamechwere sevenhun-
dred and seventy-sevenyears, thenhedied.

32Noah was five hundred years old, then
Noah became the father of Shem, Ham, and
Japheth.

6
1 When men began to multiply on the

surface of the ground, and daughters were
born to them,

2 God’s sons saw that men’s daughters
were beautiful, and they took any that they
wanted for themselves as wives.

3The LORD said, “My Spirit will not strive
with man forever, because he also is flesh;
so his days will be one hundred and twenty
years.”

4TheNephilim†were in the earth in those
days, and also after that, when God’s sons
came in to men’s daughters and had chil-
dren with them. Those were the mighty
menwhowere of old, men of renown.

5 The LORD saw that the wickedness of
man was great in the earth, and that every
imagination of the thoughts of man’s heart
was continually only evil.

6 The LORD was sorry that he had made
man on the earth, and it grieved him in his
heart.

7 The LORD said, “I will destroy man
whomIhavecreated fromthesurfaceof the
ground—man, alongwithanimals, creeping
things, and birds of the sky—for I am sorry
that I havemade them.”

8 But Noah found favour in the LORD’s
eyes.

9 This is the history of the generations of
Noah: Noah was a righteous man, blame-
less amongst the people of his time. Noah
walked with God.

10Noah became the father of three sons:
Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

11The earth was corrupt before God, and
the earth was filled with violence.

12God saw the earth, and saw that it was
corrupt, for all flesh had corrupted their
way on the earth.

13God said toNoah, “Iwill bring an end to
all flesh, for the earth is filled with violence
through them. Behold, I will destroy them
and the earth.

14Make a ship of gopher wood. You shall
make rooms in the ship, and shall seal it
inside and outside with pitch.

15 This is how you shall make it. The
length of the ship shall be three hundred
cubits,‡ its width fifty cubits, and its height
thirty cubits.

16 You shall make a roof in the ship, and
you shall finish it to a cubit upward. You
shall set the door of the ship in its side. You
shall make it with lower, second, and third
levels.

17 I, even I, will bring the flood of waters
on this earth, to destroy all flesh having the
breath of life from under the sky. Every-
thing that is in the earth will die.

18 But I will establish my covenant with
you. You shall come into the ship, you, your
sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives with
you.

19 Of every living thing of all flesh, you
shall bring two of every sort into the ship,
to keep them alive with you. They shall be
male and female.

20 Of the birds after their kind, of the
livestock after their kind, of every creeping
thing of the ground after its kind, two of
every sort will come to you, to keep them
alive.

21 Take with you some of all food that is
eaten, and gather it to yourself; and it will
be for food for you, and for them.”

22 Thus Noah did. He did all that God
commanded him.

7
1 The LORD said to Noah, “Come with all

of your household into the ship, for I have
seen your righteousness before me in this
generation.

2You shall take seven pairs of every clean
animal with you, the male and his female.
Of the animals that are not clean, take two,
themale and his female.

3 Also of the birds of the sky, seven and
seven, male and female, to keep seed alive
on the surface of all the earth.

4 In seven days, I will cause it to rain on
the earth for forty days and forty nights. I
will destroy every living thing that I have
made from the surface of the ground.”

5Noahdid everything that theLORDcom-
manded him.

6 Noah was six hundred years old when
the flood of waters came on the earth.

7 Noah went into the ship with his sons,
his wife, and his sons’ wives, because of the
floodwaters.

8 Clean animals, unclean animals, birds,
and everything that creeps on the ground

† 6:4: or, giants ‡ 6:15: A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about
18 inches or 46 centimetres.
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9wentbypairs toNoah into the ship,male
and female, as God commanded Noah.

10 After the seven days, the floodwaters
came on the earth.

11 In the six hundredth year ofNoah’s life,
in the second month, on the seventeenth
day of the month, on that day all the foun-
tains of the great deep burst open, and the
sky’s windows opened.

12 It rained on the earth forty days and
forty nights.

13 In the same day Noah, and Shem, Ham,
and Japheth—the sons of Noah—and Noah’s
wife and the three wives of his sons with
them, entered into the ship—

14 they, and every animal after its kind, all
the livestock after their kind, every creep-
ing thing that creeps on the earth after its
kind, and every bird after its kind, every
bird of every sort.

15 Pairs from all flesh with the breath of
life in themwent into the ship to Noah.

16 Those who went in, went in male and
female of all flesh, as God commanded him;
then the LORD shut him in.

17 The flood was forty days on the earth.
Thewaters increased, and liftedup theship,
and it was lifted up above the earth.

18The waters rose, and increased greatly
on the earth; and the ship floated on the
surface of the waters.

19Thewaters rose very high on the earth.
All the highmountains that were under the
whole sky were covered.

20 The waters rose fifteen cubits† higher,
and themountains were covered.

21All flesh died that moved on the earth,
including birds, livestock, animals, every
creeping thing that creeps on the earth, and
everyman.

22 All on the dry land, in whose nostrils
was the breath of the spirit of life, died.

23 Every living thing was destroyed that
was on the surface of the ground, including
man, livestock, creeping things, and birds
of the sky. They were destroyed from the
earth. Only Noah was left, and those who
were with him in the ship.

24 The waters flooded the earth one hun-
dred and fifty days.

8
1God remembered Noah, all the animals,

and all the livestock that were with him in
the ship; and Godmade awind to pass over
the earth. The waters subsided.

2 The deep’s fountains and the sky’s win-
dows were also stopped, and the rain from
the sky was restrained.

3 The waters continually receded from
the earth. After the end of one hundred and
fifty days the waters receded.

4 The ship rested in the seventh month,
on the seventeenth day of the month, on
Ararat’s mountains.

5 The waters receded continually until
the tenth month. In the tenth month, on
the first day of the month, the tops of the
mountains were visible.

6 At the end of forty days, Noah opened
thewindow of the shipwhich he hadmade,

7andhesentouta raven. Itwentbackand
forth, until the waters were dried up from
the earth.

8He himself sent out a dove to see if the
waters were abated from the surface of the
ground,

9 but the dove found no place to rest her
foot, and she returned into the ship to him,
for the waters were on the surface of the
whole earth. He put out his hand, and took
her, and brought her to him into the ship.

10He waited yet another seven days; and
again he sent the dove out of the ship.

11 The dove came back to him at evening
and, behold, in her mouth was a freshly
plucked olive leaf. So Noah knew that the
waters were abated from the earth.

12He waited yet another seven days, and
sent out the dove; and she didn’t return to
him anymore.

13 In the six hundred and first year, in
the first month, the first day of the month,
the waters were dried up from the earth.
Noah removed the covering of the ship, and
looked. He saw that the surface of the
groundwas dry.

14 In the second month, on the twenty-
seventh day of the month, the earth was
dry.

15God spoke to Noah, saying,
16 “Goout of the ship, you, yourwife, your

sons, and your sons’ wives with you.
17 Bring out with you every living thing

that is with you of all flesh, including birds,
livestock, and every creeping thing that
creeps on the earth, that they may breed
abundantly in the earth, and be fruitful,
andmultiply on the earth.”

18Noah went out, with his sons, his wife,
and his sons’ wives with him.

19 Every animal, every creeping thing,
and every bird, whatever moves on the
earth, after their families, went out of the
ship.

20 Noah built an altar to the LORD, and
took of every clean animal, and of every

† 7:20: A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimetres.
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clean bird, and offered burnt offerings on
the altar.

21The LORD smelled the pleasant aroma.
The LORD said in his heart, “I will not again
curse the ground any more for man’s sake
because the imagination of man’s heart is
evil fromhis youth. Iwill never again strike
every living thing, as I have done.

22While the earth remains, seed time and
harvest, and cold and heat, and summer
and winter, and day and night will not
cease.”

9
1God blessed Noah and his sons, and said

to them, “Be fruitful, multiply, and replen-
ish the earth.

2 The fear of you and the dread of you
will be on every animal of the earth, and
on every bird of the sky. Everything that
moves along the ground, and all the fish of
the sea, are delivered into your hand.

3 Every moving thing that lives will be
food for you. As I gave you the green herb, I
have given everything to you.

4 But flesh with its life, that is, its blood,
you shall not eat.

5 I will surely require accounting for your
life’s blood. At the hand of every animal I
will require it. At the hand of man, even
at the hand of every man’s brother, I will
require the life of man.

6 Whoever sheds man’s blood, his blood
will be shed by man, for God made man in
his own image.

7Be fruitful andmultiply. Increase abun-
dantly in the earth, andmultiply in it.”

8God spoke to Noah and to his sons with
him, saying,

9 “As for me, behold, I establish my
covenantwith you, andwith your offspring
after you,

10 and with every living creature that is
with you: the birds, the livestock, and every
animal of the earth with you, of all that go
out of the ship, even every animal of the
earth.

11 I will establish my covenant with you:
All flesh will not be cut off any more by the
waters of the flood. There will never again
be a flood to destroy the earth.”

12 God said, “This is the token of the
covenant which I make between me and
you and every living creature that is with
you, for perpetual generations:

13 I setmyrainbow in the cloud, and itwill
be a sign of a covenant betweenme and the
earth.

14 When I bring a cloud over the earth,
that the rainbowwill be seen in the cloud,

15 I will remember my covenant, which
is between me and you and every living

creature of all flesh, and the waters will no
more become a flood to destroy all flesh.

16The rainbowwill be in the cloud. I will
look at it, that Imay remember the everlast-
ing covenant between God and every living
creature of all flesh that is on the earth.”

17 God said to Noah, “This is the token of
the covenant which I have established be-
tweenme and all flesh that is on the earth.”

18 The sons of Noah who went out from
the ship were Shem, Ham, and Japheth.
Ham is the father of Canaan.

19These threewere the sons of Noah, and
from these the whole earth was populated.

20Noah began to be a farmer, and planted
a vineyard.

21Hedrank of thewine and got drunk. He
was uncovered within his tent.

22 Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the
nakedness of his father, and told his two
brothers outside.

23 Shem and Japheth took a garment, and
laid it onboth their shoulders,went inback-
wards, and covered the nakedness of their
father. Their faces were backwards, and
they didn’t see their father’s nakedness.

24Noah awoke from his wine, and knew
what his youngest son had done to him.

25He said,
“Canaan is cursed.

He will be a servant of servants to his
brothers.”

26He said,
“Blessed be the LORD, the God of Shem.

Let Canaan be his servant.
27May God enlarge Japheth.

Let him dwell in the tents of Shem.
Let Canaan be his servant.”

28 Noah lived three hundred and fifty
years after the flood.

29All thedays ofNoahwereninehundred
and fifty years, and then he died.

10
1Nowthis is thehistoryof thegenerations

of the sons of Noah and of Shem, Ham, and
Japheth. Sons were born to them after the
flood.

2 The sons of Japheth were: Gomer, Ma-
gog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and
Tiras.

3 The sons of Gomer were: Ashkenaz,
Riphath, and Togarmah.

4 The sons of Javan were: Elishah,
Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim.

5Of these were the islands of the nations
divided in their lands, everyone after his
language, after their families, in their na-
tions.

6 The sons of Ham were: Cush, Mizraim,
Put, and Canaan.
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7 The sons of Cush were: Seba, Havilah,
Sabtah, Raamah, and Sabteca. The sons of
Raamahwere: Sheba and Dedan.

8 Cush became the father of Nimrod. He
began to be amighty one in the earth.

9 He was a mighty hunter before the
LORD. Therefore it is said, “like Nimrod, a
mighty hunter before the LORD”.

10 The beginning of his kingdom was Ba-
bel, Erech, Accad, and Calneh, in the land of
Shinar.

11 Out of that land he went into Assyria,
and built Nineveh, Rehoboth Ir, Calah,

12 and Resen between Nineveh and the
great city Calah.

13 Mizraim became the father of Ludim,
Anamim, Lehabim, Naphtuhim,

14 Pathrusim, Casluhim (which the
Philistines descended from), and Caph-
torim.

15Canaan became the father of Sidon (his
firstborn), Heth,

16 the Jebusites, the Amorites, the Gir-
gashites,

17 the Hivites, the Arkites, the Sinites,
18 the Arvadites, the Zemarites, and the

Hamathites. Afterward the families of the
Canaanites were spread abroad.

19 The border of the Canaanites was
from Sidon—as you go towards Gerar—to
Gaza—as you go towards Sodom, Gomor-
rah, Admah, and Zeboiim—to Lasha.

20 These are the sons of Ham, after their
families, according to their languages, in
their lands and their nations.

21 Children were also born to Shem (the
elder brother of Japheth), the father of all
the children of Eber.

22 The sons of Shem were: Elam, Asshur,
Arpachshad, Lud, and Aram.

23The sons ofAramwere: Uz, Hul, Gether,
andMash.

24 Arpachshad became the father of She-
lah. Shelah became the father of Eber.

25To Eber were born two sons. The name
of the one was Peleg, for in his days the
earth was divided. His brother’s name was
Joktan.

26 Joktan became the father of Almodad,
Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah,

27Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah,
28Obal, Abimael, Sheba,
29 Ophir, Havilah, and Jobab. All these

were the sons of Joktan.
30 Their dwelling extended from Mesha,

as you go towards Sephar, the mountain of
the east.

31 These are the sons of Shem, by their
families, according to their languages,
lands, and nations.

32 These are the families of the sons of
Noah, by their generations, according to
their nations. The nations divided from
these in the earth after the flood.

11
1 The whole earth was of one language

and of one speech.
2 As they travelled east,† they found a

plain in the land of Shinar, and they lived
there.

3 They said to one another, “Come, let’s
make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.”
They had brick for stone, and they used tar
for mortar.

4They said, “Come, let’s build ourselves a
city, and a tower whose top reaches to the
sky, and let’s make a name for ourselves,
lest we be scattered abroad on the surface
of the whole earth.”

5The LORD camedown to see the city and
the tower, which the children of men built.

6 The LORD said, “Behold, they are one
people, and they all have one language, and
this is what they begin to do. Now nothing
will be withheld from them, which they
intend to do.

7 Come, let’s go down, and there confuse
their language, that they may not under-
stand one another’s speech.”

8 So the LORD scattered them abroad
from there on the surface of all the earth.
They stopped building the city.

9 Therefore its name was called Babel,
because there the LORD confused the lan-
guageof all the earth. Fromthere, theLORD
scattered them abroad on the surface of all
the earth.

10 This is the history of the generations
of Shem: Shem was one hundred years old
when he became the father of Arpachshad
two years after the flood.

11 Shem lived five hundred years after
he became the father of Arpachshad, and
became the father of more sons and daugh-
ters.

12Arpachshad lived thirty-five years and
became the father of Shelah.

13 Arpachshad lived four hundred and
three years after he became the father of
Shelah, and became the father ofmore sons
and daughters.

14 Shelah lived thirty years, and became
the father of Eber.

15 Shelah lived four hundred and three
years after he became the father of Eber,
and became the father of more sons and
daughters.

16 Eber lived thirty-four years, and be-
came the father of Peleg.

† 11:2: LXX reads “from the east”.
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17 Eber lived four hundred and thirty
years after he became the father of Peleg,
and became the father of more sons and
daughters.

18Peleg lived thirtyyears, andbecame the
father of Reu.

19Peleg lived twohundredandnineyears
after he became the father of Reu, and be-
came the father of more sons and daugh-
ters.

20Reu lived thirty-two years, and became
the father of Serug.

21Reu lived twohundred and seven years
after he became the father of Serug, and
became the father of more sons and daugh-
ters.

22 Serug lived thirty years, and became
the father of Nahor.

23Serug lived two hundred years after he
became the father of Nahor, and became
the father of more sons and daughters.

24Nahor lived twenty-nine years, and be-
came the father of Terah.

25Nahor lived one hundred and nineteen
years after he became the father of Terah,
and became the father of more sons and
daughters.

26Terah lived seventy years, and became
the father of Abram, Nahor, and Haran.

27 Now this is the history of the genera-
tions of Terah. Terah became the father of
Abram, Nahor, and Haran. Haran became
the father of Lot.

28Harandied in the landofhis birth, inUr
of the Chaldees, while his father Terah was
still alive.

29Abram and Nahor married wives. The
name of Abram’s wife was Sarai, and the
name of Nahor’s wife was Milcah, the
daughter of Haran, whowas also the father
of Iscah.

30 Sarai was barren. She had no child.
31 Terah took Abram his son, Lot the

son of Haran, his son’s son, and Sarai
his daughter-in-law, his son Abram’s wife.
They went from Ur of the Chaldees, to go
into the land of Canaan. They came to
Haran and lived there.

32 The days of Terah were two hundred
and five years. Terah died in Haran.

12
1 Now the LORD said to Abram, “Leave

your country, and your relatives, and your
father’s house, and go to the land that I will
show you.

2 I will make of you a great nation. I will
bless you and make your name great. You
will be a blessing.

3 I will bless those who bless you, and
I will curse him who treats you with con-
tempt. All the families of the earth will be
blessed through you.”

4 So Abram went, as the LORD had told
him. Lot went with him. Abram was
seventy-five years old when he departed
fromHaran.

5 Abram took Sarai his wife, Lot his
brother’s son, all their possessions that they
had gathered, and the people whom they
had acquired in Haran, and theywent to go
into the land of Canaan. They entered into
the land of Canaan.

6 Abram passed through the land to the
place of Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At
that time, Canaanites were in the land.

7The LORD appeared to Abram and said,
“I will give this land to your offspring.”†
He built an altar there to the LORD, who

had appeared to him.
8He left from there to go to themountain

on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent,
having Bethel on the west, and Ai on the
east. There he built an altar to the LORD‡

and called on the LORD’s name.
9 Abram travelled, still going on towards

the South.
10There was a famine in the land. Abram

went down into Egypt to live as a foreigner
there, for the faminewas severe in the land.

11Whenhe had comenear to enter Egypt,
he said to Sarai his wife, “See now, I know
that you are a beautiful woman to look at.

12 It will happen that when the Egyptians
see you, theywill say, ‘This is hiswife.’ They
will kill me, but they will save you alive.

13Please say that you aremy sister, that it
may bewell withme for your sake, and that
my soul may live because of you.”

14 When Abram had come into Egypt,
some Egyptians saw that the woman was
very beautiful.

15 The princes of Pharaoh saw her, and
praisedher toPharaoh; and thewomanwas
taken into Pharaoh’s house.

16He dealt well with Abram for her sake.
He had sheep, cattle, male donkeys, male
servants, female servants, female donkeys,
and camels.

17 The LORD afflicted Pharaoh and his
house with great plagues because of Sarai,
Abram’s wife.

18Pharaoh called Abram and said, “What
is this that youhavedone tome? Whydidn’t
you tell me that she was your wife?

† 12:7: or, seed ‡ 12:8: LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as
being from the short form יה Yah.
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19 Why did you say, ‘She is my sister,’ so
that I took her to be my wife? Now there-
fore, see your wife, take her, and go your
way.”

20 Pharaoh commanded men concerning
him, and they escorted him away with his
wife and all that he had.

13
1 Abram went up out of Egypt—he, his

wife, all that he had, and Lotwith him—into
the South.

2 Abram was very rich in livestock, in
silver, and in gold.

3Hewent on his journeys from the South
as far as Bethel, to the place where his tent
had been at the beginning, between Bethel
and Ai,

4 to the place of the altar, which he had
made there at the first. There Abram called
on the LORD’s name.

5 Lot also, who went with Abram, had
flocks, herds, and tents.

6The landwas not able to bear them, that
they might live together; for their posses-
sions were so great that they couldn’t live
together.

7There was strife between the herdsmen
of Abram’s livestock and the herdsmen of
Lot’s livestock. The Canaanites and the
Perizzites lived in the land at that time.

8 Abram said to Lot, “Please, let there be
no strife between you andme, and between
your herdsmen and my herdsmen; for we
are relatives.

9 Isn’t the whole land before you? Please
separate yourself from me. If you go to the
left hand, then I will go to the right. Or if
you go to the right hand, then Iwill go to the
left.”

10 Lot lifted up his eyes, and saw all the
plain of the Jordan, that itwaswell-watered
everywhere, before the LORD destroyed
Sodom and Gomorrah, like the garden of
the LORD, like the land of Egypt, as you go
to Zoar.

11 So Lot chose the Plain of the Jordan
for himself. Lot travelled east, and they
separated themselves from one another.

12 Abram lived in the land of Canaan,
and Lot lived in the cities of the plain, and
moved his tent as far as Sodom.

13 Now the men of Sodom were exceed-
ingly wicked and sinners against the LORD.

14 The LORD said to Abram, after Lot
was separated from him, “Now, lift up your
eyes, and look from the place where you
are, northward and southward and east-
ward andwestward,

15 for Iwill give all the landwhich you see
to you and to your offspring forever.

16 Iwillmake your offspring as the dust of
the earth, so that if amancan count thedust
of theearth, thenyouroffspringmayalsobe
counted.

17 Arise, walk through the land in its
length and in its width; for I will give it to
you.”

18 Abram moved his tent, and came and
livedby theoaksofMamre,whichare inHe-
bron, and built an altar there to the LORD.

14
1 In the days of Amraphel, king of Shinar;

Arioch, king of Ellasar; Chedorlaomer, king
of Elam; and Tidal, king of Goiim,

2 they made war with Bera, king of
Sodom; Birsha, king of Gomorrah; Shinab,
king of Admah; Shemeber, king of Zeboiim;
and the king of Bela (also called Zoar).

3All these joined together in the valley of
Siddim (also called the Salt Sea).

4 They served Chedorlaomer for twelve
years, and in the thirteenth year they re-
belled.

5 In the fourteenth year Chedorlaomer
and the kingswhowerewith him came and
struck the Rephaim in Ashteroth Karnaim,
the Zuzim in Ham, the Emim in Shaveh
Kiriathaim,

6and the Horites in theirMount Seir, to El
Paran, which is by the wilderness.

7 They returned, and came to En Mish-
pat (also called Kadesh), and struck all the
country of the Amalekites, and also the
Amorites, that lived in Hazazon Tamar.

8 The king of Sodom, and the king of
Gomorrah, the king of Admah, the king of
Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (also called
Zoar) went out; and they set the battle in
array against them in the valley of Siddim

9 against Chedorlaomer king of Elam,
Tidal king of Goiim, Amraphel king of Shi-
nar, and Arioch king of Ellasar; four kings
against the five.

10Now the valley of Siddimwas full of tar
pits; and the kings of Sodom and Gomor-
rah fled, and some fell there. Those who
remained fled to the hills.

11 They took all the goods of Sodom and
Gomorrah, and all their food, and went
their way.

12 They took Lot, Abram’s brother’s son,
who lived in Sodom, and his goods, and
departed.

13 One who had escaped came and told
Abram, the Hebrew. At that time, he lived
by the oaks of Mamre, the Amorite, brother
of Eshcol and brother of Aner. They were
allies of Abram.
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14 When Abram heard that his relative
was taken captive, he led out his three hun-
dred and eighteen trained men, born in his
house, and pursued as far as Dan.

15 He divided himself against them by
night, he and his servants, and struck them,
andpursued themtoHobah,which is on the
left hand of Damascus.

16He brought back all the goods, and also
brought back his relative Lot and his goods,
and the women also, and the other people.

17 The king of Sodom went out to meet
him after his return from the slaughter of
Chedorlaomerand thekingswhowerewith
him, at the valley of Shaveh (that is, the
King’s Valley).

18Melchizedek king of Salem brought out
bread and wine. He was priest of God Most
High.

19 He blessed him, and said, “Blessed
be Abram of God Most High, possessor of
heaven and earth.

20 Blessed be God Most High, who has
delivered your enemies into your hand.”
Abram gave him a tenth of all.
21The king of Sodomsaid toAbram, “Give

me the people, and take the goods for your-
self.”

22 Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I
have lifted up my hand to the LORD, God
Most High, possessor of heaven and earth,

23 that Iwill not take a threadnor a sandal
strap nor anything that is yours, lest you
should say, ‘I havemade Abram rich.’

24 I will accept nothing from you except
that which the young men have eaten, and
the portion of the men who went with me:
Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre. Let them take
their portion.”

15
1After these things theLORD’swordcame

to Abram in a vision, saying, “Don’t be
afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your ex-
ceedingly great reward.”

2 Abram said, “Lord† GOD, what will you
giveme, since I go childless, andhewhowill
inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?”

3Abram said, “Behold, you have given no
children tome: and, behold, oneborn inmy
house is my heir.”

4 Behold, the LORD’s word came to him,
saying, “This man will not be your heir, but
hewhowill come out of your ownbodywill
be your heir.”

5 The LORD brought him outside, and
said, “Look now towards the sky, and count
the stars, if you are able to count them.” He
said to Abram, “So your offspring will be.”

6Hebelieved in the LORD,who credited it
to him for righteousness.

7He said to Abram, “I am the LORD who
brought you out of Ur of the Chaldees, to
give you this land to inherit it.”

8Hesaid, “LordGOD,howwill I know that
I will inherit it?”

9He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three
years old, a female goat three years old,
a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a
young pigeon.”

10He brought him all these, and divided
them in themiddle, and laid eachhalf oppo-
site the other; but he didn’t divide the birds.

11 The birds of prey came down on the
carcasses, and Abram drove them away.

12When the sun was going down, a deep
sleep fell on Abram. Now terror and great
darkness fell on him.

13He said to Abram, “Know for sure that
your offspring will live as foreigners in a
land that is not theirs, and will serve them.
They will afflict them four hundred years.

14 Iwill also judge that nation, whom they
will serve. Afterward they will come out
with great wealth;

15but youwill go to your fathers in peace.
You will be buried at a good old age.

16 In the fourth generation theywill come
here again, for the iniquity of theAmorite is
not yet full.”

17 It came to pass that, when the sunwent
down, and it was dark, behold, a smok-
ing furnace and a flaming torch passed be-
tween these pieces.

18 In that day the LORD made a covenant
with Abram, saying, “I have given this land
to your offspring, from the river of Egypt to
the great river, the river Euphrates:

19 the land of the Kenites, the Kenizzites,
the Kadmonites,

20 the Hittites, the Perizzites, the
Rephaim,

21 the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Gir-
gashites, and the Jebusites.”

16
1 Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, bore him no

children. She had a servant, an Egyptian,
whose namewas Hagar.

2Sarai said to Abram, “See now, the LORD
has restrained me from bearing. Please go
in tomy servant. Itmay be that I will obtain
children by her.” Abram listened to the
voice of Sarai.

3 Sarai, Abram’s wife, took Hagar the
Egyptian, her servant, after Abram had
lived ten years in the land of Canaan, and
gave her to Abram her husband to be his
wife.

† 15:2: The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai”.
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4Hewent in to Hagar, and she conceived.
When she saw that she had conceived, her
mistress was despised in her eyes.

5Sarai said to Abram, “Thiswrong is your
fault. I gave my servant into your bosom,
and when she saw that she had conceived,
she despised me. May the LORD judge be-
tweenme and you.”

6 But Abram said to Sarai, “Behold, your
maid is in your hand. Do to her whatever is
good in your eyes.” Sarai dealt harshlywith
her, and she fled from her face.

7 The LORD’s angel found her by a foun-
tain ofwater in thewilderness, by the foun-
tain on the way to Shur.

8He said, “Hagar, Sarai’s servant, where
did you come from? Where are you going?”
She said, “I amfleeing from the face ofmy

mistress Sarai.”
9The LORD’s angel said to her, “Return to

your mistress, and submit yourself under
her hands.”

10 The LORD’s angel said to her, “I will
greatly multiply your offspring, that they
will not be counted for multitude.”

11 The LORD’s angel said to her, “Behold,
you are with child, and will bear a son. You
shall call his name Ishmael, because the
LORD has heard your affliction.

12He will be like a wild donkey amongst
men. His hand will be against every man,
and every man’s hand against him. He will
live opposed to all of his brothers.”

13 She called the name of the LORD who
spoke to her, “You are a God who sees,” for
she said, “Have I even stayed alive after
seeing him?”

14 Therefore the well was called Beer La-
hai Roi.† Behold, it is between Kadesh and
Bered.

15 Hagar bore a son for Abram. Abram
called the name of his son, whom Hagar
bore, Ishmael.

16 Abram was eighty-six years old when
Hagar bore Ishmael to Abram.

17
1WhenAbramwasninety-nine years old,

the LORD appeared to Abram and said to
him, “I am God Almighty. Walk before me
and be blameless.

2 I will make my covenant between me
and you, and will multiply you exceed-
ingly.”

3Abram fell on his face. God talked with
him, saying,

4 “As for me, behold, my covenant is with
you. Youwill be the father of amultitude of
nations.

5 Your name will no more be called
Abram, butyournamewill beAbraham; for
I havemade you the father of amultitude of
nations.

6 Iwillmakeyouexceedingly fruitful, and
I will make nations of you. Kings will come
out of you.

7 I will establish my covenant between
me and you and your offspring after you
throughout their generations for an ever-
lasting covenant, to be a God to you and to
your offspring after you.

8 I will give to you, and to your offspring
after you, the landwhereyouare travelling,
all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting
possession. I will be their God.”

9 God said to Abraham, “As for you, you
shall keep my covenant, you and your off-
spring after you throughout their genera-
tions.

10 This is my covenant, which you shall
keep, between me and you and your off-
spring after you. Every male amongst you
shall be circumcised.

11 You shall be circumcised in the flesh
of your foreskin. It will be a token of the
covenant betweenme and you.

12 He who is eight days old shall be
circumcised amongst you, every male
throughout your generations, he who is
born in the house, or bought with money
from any foreigner who is not of your
offspring.

13He who is born in your house, and he
who is bought with your money, must be
circumcised. My covenant shall be in your
flesh for an everlasting covenant.

14 The uncircumcised male who is not
circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin, that
soul shall be cut off from his people. He has
brokenmy covenant.”

15God said toAbraham, “As for Sarai your
wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but
her name shall be Sarah.

16 Iwill bless her, andmoreover Iwill give
you a son by her. Yes, I will bless her, and
she will be a mother of nations. Kings of
peoples will come from her.”

17 Then Abraham fell on his face, and
laughed, and said in his heart, “Will a child
be born to him who is one hundred years
old? Will Sarah, who is ninety years old,
give birth?”

18Abraham said to God, “Oh that Ishmael
might live before you!”

19God said, “No, but Sarah, yourwife,will
bear you a son. You shall call his name
Isaac.† I will establish my covenant with
him for an everlasting covenant for his off-
spring after him.

† 16:14: Beer Lahai Roi means “well of the one who lives and sees me”. † 17:19: Isaac means “he laughs”.
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20 As for Ishmael, I have heard you. Be-
hold, I have blessed him, andwillmake him
fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly.
Hewill become the father of twelveprinces,
and I will make him a great nation.

21 But I will establish my covenant with
Isaac, whom Sarah will bear to you at this
set time next year.”

22Whenhefinished talkingwithhim,God
went up from Abraham.

23 Abraham took Ishmael his son, all
who were born in his house, and all who
were bought with his money: every male
amongst the men of Abraham’s house, and
circumcised thefleshof their foreskin in the
same day, as God had said to him.

24 Abraham was ninety-nine years old
when hewas circumcised in the flesh of his
foreskin.

25 Ishmael, his son, was thirteen years old
when hewas circumcised in the flesh of his
foreskin.

26 In the same day both Abraham and
Ishmael, his son, were circumcised.

27 All the men of his house, those born
in the house, and those bought with money
from a foreigner, were circumcised with
him.

18
1 The LORD appeared to him by the oaks

of Mamre, as he sat in the tent door in the
heat of the day.

2He lifteduphis eyesand looked, and saw
that three men stood near him. When he
sawthem,heran tomeet themfromthe tent
door, and bowed himself to the earth,

3 and said, “My lord, if now I have found
favour in your sight, please don’t go away
from your servant.

4 Now let a little water be fetched, wash
your feet, and rest yourselves under the
tree.

5 I will get a piece of bread so you can
refresh your heart. After that you may go
your way, now that you have come to your
servant.”
They said, “Very well, do as you have

said.”
6Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah,

and said, “Quickly prepare three seahs† of
finemeal, knead it, andmake cakes.”

7 Abraham ran to the herd, and fetched
a tender and good calf, and gave it to the
servant. He hurried to dress it.

8He took butter, milk, and the calf which
he had dressed, and set it before them. He
stood by them under the tree, and they ate.

9 They asked him, “Where is Sarah, your
wife?”

He said, “There, in the tent.”
10He said, “I will certainly return to you

at about this time next year; and behold,
Sarah your wife will have a son.”
Sarah heard in the tent door, which was

behind him.
11NowAbrahamandSarahwereold,well

advanced in age. Sarah had passed the age
of childbearing.

12 Sarah laughed within herself, saying,
“After I have grownoldwill I havepleasure,
my lord being old also?”

13 The LORD said to Abraham, “Why did
Sarah laugh, saying, ‘Will I really bear a
child when I am old?’

14 Is anything too hard for the LORD? At
the set time I will return to you, when the
season comes around, and Sarah will have
a son.”

15 Then Sarah denied it, saying, “I didn’t
laugh,” for she was afraid.
He said, “No, but you did laugh.”
16 The men rose up from there, and

looked towards Sodom. Abraham went
with them to see them on their way.

17The LORD said, “Will I hide from Abra-
hamwhat I do,

18 since Abraham will surely become a
great andmighty nation, and all the nations
of the earth will be blessed in him?

19 For I have known him, to the end
that he may command his children and his
householdafterhim, that theymaykeep the
way of the LORD, to do righteousness and
justice; to the end that the LORDmay bring
on Abraham that which he has spoken of
him.”

20 The LORD said, “Because the cry of
SodomandGomorrah is great, and because
their sin is very grievous,

21 I will go down now, and see whether
their deeds are as bad as the reports which
have come tome. If not, I will know.”

22 The men turned from there, and went
towards Sodom, but Abraham stood yet be-
fore the LORD.

23 Abraham came near, and said, “Will
you consume the righteous with the
wicked?

24What if there are fifty righteous within
the city? Will you consume and not spare
the place for the fifty righteous who are in
it?

25May it be far from you to do things like
that, to kill the righteouswith thewicked, so
that the righteous shouldbe like thewicked.
May that be far from you. Shouldn’t the
Judge of all the earth do right?”

† 18:6: 1 seah is about 7 litres or 1.9 gallons or 0.8 pecks
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26The LORD said, “If I find in Sodom fifty
righteous within the city, then I will spare
the whole place for their sake.”

27 Abraham answered, “See now, I have
taken it on myself to speak to the Lord,
although I am dust and ashes.

28What if there will lack five of the fifty
righteous? Will you destroy all the city for
lack of five?”
He said, “Iwill not destroy it if I find forty-

five there.”
29 He spoke to him yet again, and said,

“What if there are forty found there?”
He said, “I will not do it for the forty’s

sake.”
30He said, “Ohdon’t let the Lord be angry,

and I will speak. What if there are thirty
found there?”
He said, “I will not do it if I find thirty

there.”
31 He said, “See now, I have taken it on

myself to speak to the Lord. What if there
are twenty found there?”
He said, “I will not destroy it for the

twenty’s sake.”
32He said, “Ohdon’t let the Lord be angry,

and I will speak just oncemore. What if ten
are found there?”
He said, “I will not destroy it for the ten’s

sake.”
33 The LORD went his way as soon as he

had finished communing with Abraham,
and Abraham returned to his place.

19
1 The two angels came to Sodom at

evening. Lot sat in the gate of Sodom. Lot
saw them, and rose up to meet them. He
bowed himself with his face to the earth,

2 and he said, “See now, my lords, please
come into your servant’s house, stay all
night, wash your feet, and you can rise up
early, and go on your way.”
They said, “No, but we will stay in the

street all night.”
3 He urged them greatly, and they came

in with him, and entered into his house. He
made them a feast, and baked unleavened
bread, and they ate.

4 But before they lay down, the men of
the city, the men of Sodom, surrounded the
house, both young and old, all the people
from every quarter.

5 They called to Lot, and said to him,
“Whereare themenwhocame in toyou this
night? Bring them out to us, that we may
have sex with them.”

6 Lot went out to them through the door,
and shut the door after himself.

7He said, “Please, my brothers, don’t act
so wickedly.

8 See now, I have two virgin daughters.
Please let me bring them out to you, and
you may do to them what seems good to
you. Only don’t do anything to these men,
because they have come under the shadow
of my roof.”

9 They said, “Stand back!” Then they
said, “This one fellow came in to live as a
foreigner, and he appoints himself a judge.
Nowwewill deal worse with you thanwith
them!” They pressed hard on the man Lot,
and came near to break the door.

10 But the men reached out their hand,
andbrought Lot into thehouse to them, and
shut the door.

11 They struck the men who were at the
door of the house with blindness, both
small and great, so that they wearied them-
selves to find the door.

12 The men said to Lot, “Do you have
anybody else here? Sons-in-law, your sons,
yourdaughters, andwhomever youhave in
the city, bring them out of the place:

13 for we will destroy this place, because
the outcry against them has grown so great
before the LORD that the LORD has sent us
to destroy it.”

14 Lot went out, and spoke to his sons-in-
law, whowere pledged tomarry his daugh-
ters, and said, “Get up! Get out of this place,
for the LORDwill destroy the city!”
But he seemed to his sons-in-law to be

joking.
15When the morning came, then the an-

gels hurried Lot, saying, “Get up! Take your
wife and your two daughters who are here,
lest you be consumed in the iniquity of the
city.”

16 But he lingered; and the men grabbed
his hand, his wife’s hand, and his two
daughters’ hands, the LORD being merciful
to him; and they took him out, and set him
outside of the city.

17 It came to pass, when they had taken
them out, that he said, “Escape for your
life! Don’t look behind you, and don’t stay
anywhere in the plain. Escape to themoun-
tains, lest you be consumed!”

18Lot said to them, “Oh, not so, my lord.
19 See now, your servant has found

favour in your sight, and you have
magnified your loving kindness, which you
have shown to me in saving my life. I can’t
escape to the mountain, lest evil overtake
me, and I die.

20 See now, this city is near to flee to, and
it is a little one. Oh letme escape there (isn’t
it a little one?), andmy soul will live.”

21He said to him, “Behold, I have granted
your request concerning this thing also,
that I will not overthrow the city of which
you have spoken.
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22Hurry, escape there, for I can’t do any-
thing until you get there.” Therefore the
name of the city was called Zoar.†

23 The sun had risen on the earth when
Lot came to Zoar.

24 Then the LORD rained on Sodom and
on Gomorrah sulphur and fire from the
LORD out of the sky.

25He overthrew those cities, all the plain,
all the inhabitants of the cities, and that
which grew on the ground.

26But Lot’s wife looked back frombehind
him, and she became a pillar of salt.

27Abrahamwent up early in themorning
to the place where he had stood before the
LORD.

28He looked towards Sodom and Gomor-
rah, and towards all the land of the plain,
and saw that the smoke of the landwent up
as the smoke of a furnace.

29 When God destroyed the cities of the
plain, God remembered Abraham, and sent
Lot out of the middle of the overthrow,
when he overthrew the cities in which Lot
lived.

30Lotwent up out of Zoar, and lived in the
mountain, and his two daughters with him;
for he was afraid to live in Zoar. He lived in
a cave with his two daughters.

31 The firstborn said to the younger, “Our
father is old, and there is not a man in the
earth to come in to us in the way of all the
earth.

32Come, let’smake our father drinkwine,
and we will lie with him, that we may pre-
serve our father’s family line.”

33Theymade their father drinkwine that
night: and the firstborn went in, and lay
with her father. He didn’t know when she
lay down, nor when she arose.

34 It came to pass on the next day, that the
firstborn said to the younger, “Behold, I lay
last night with my father. Let’s make him
drink wine again tonight. You go in, and lie
withhim, thatwemaypreserveour father’s
family line.”

35Theymade their father drinkwine that
night also. The younger went and lay with
him. He didn’t know when she lay down,
nor when she got up.

36Thus both of Lot’s daughters were with
child by their father.

37 The firstborn bore a son, and named
him Moab. He is the father of the Moabites
to this day.

38The younger also bore a son, and called
his name Ben Ammi. He is the father of the
children of Ammon to this day.

20
1 Abraham travelled from there towards

the land of the South, and lived between
Kadesh and Shur. He lived as a foreigner in
Gerar.

2Abrahamsaidabout Sarahhiswife, “She
is my sister.” Abimelech king of Gerar sent,
and took Sarah.

3 But God came to Abimelech in a dream
of the night, and said to him, “Behold, you
are a dead man, because of the woman
whom you have taken; for she is a man’s
wife.”

4Now Abimelech had not come near her.
He said, “Lord,will youkill evena righteous
nation?

5Didn’t he tell me, ‘She is my sister’? She,
even she herself, said, ‘He is my brother.’ I
have done this in the integrity of my heart
and the innocence of my hands.”

6 God said to him in the dream, “Yes, I
know that in the integrity of your heart
you have done this, and I also withheld you
from sinning against me. Therefore I didn’t
allow you to touch her.

7 Now therefore, restore the man’s wife.
For he is a prophet, andhewill pray for you,
and you will live. If you don’t restore her,
know for sure that youwill die, you, and all
who are yours.”

8 Abimelech rose early in the morning,
and called all his servants, and told all these
things in their ear. The men were very
scared.

9 Then Abimelech called Abraham, and
said to him, “What have you done to us?
How have I sinned against you, that you
have brought on me and on my kingdom a
great sin? You have done deeds to me that
ought not to be done!”

10Abimelech said to Abraham, “What did
you see, that you have done this thing?”

11 Abraham said, “Because I thought,
‘Surely the fear of God is not in this place.
They will kill me for mywife’s sake.’

12 Besides, she is indeed my sister, the
daughter ofmy father, but not the daughter
of mymother; and she becamemywife.

13When God caused me to wander from
my father’s house, I said to her, ‘This is
your kindness which you shall show to me.
Everywhere thatwe go, say ofme, “He ismy
brother.” ’ ”

14Abimelech took sheep and cattle, male
servants and female servants, and gave
them to Abraham, and restored Sarah, his
wife, to him.

15 Abimelech said, “Behold, my land is
before you. Dwell where it pleases you.”

† 19:22: Zoar means “little”.
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16To Sarah he said, “Behold, I have given
your brother a thousand pieces of silver.
Behold, it is for you a covering of the eyes
to all that are with you. In front of all you
are vindicated.”

17Abrahamprayed to God. So God healed
Abimelech, his wife, and his female ser-
vants, and they bore children.

18For the LORDhad closed up tight all the
wombs of the house of Abimelech, because
of Sarah, Abraham’s wife.

21
1 The LORD visited Sarah as he had said,

and theLORDdid toSarahashehadspoken.
2 Sarah conceived, and bore Abraham a

son in his old age, at the set time of which
God had spoken to him.

3Abrahamcalledhis sonwhowasborn to
him, whom Sarah bore to him, Isaac.†

4 Abraham circumcised his son, Isaac,
when he was eight days old, as God had
commanded him.

5 Abraham was one hundred years old
when his son, Isaac, was born to him.

6 Sarah said, “God has made me laugh.
Everyone who hears will laugh withme.”

7She said, “Whowould have said to Abra-
ham that Sarah would nurse children? For
I have borne him a son in his old age.”

8 The child grew and was weaned. Abra-
hammadeagreat feast on theday that Isaac
was weaned.

9Sarahsawthe sonofHagar theEgyptian,
whomshehadborne toAbraham,mocking.

10 Therefore she said to Abraham, “Cast
out this servant and her son! For the son
of this servant will not be heir withmy son,
Isaac.”

11 The thing was very grievous in Abra-
ham’s sight on account of his son.

12 God said to Abraham, “Don’t let it be
grievous in your sight because of the boy,
and because of your servant. In all that
Sarah says to you, listen to her voice. For
youroffspringwill benamed through Isaac.

13 I will also make a nation of the son of
the servant, because he is your child.”

14Abraham rose up early in themorning,
and took bread and a container of water,
and gave it to Hagar, putting it on her shoul-
der; and gave her the child, and sent her
away. She departed, and wandered in the
wilderness of Beersheba.

15 The water in the container was spent,
and she put the child under one of the
shrubs.

16 She went and sat down opposite him, a
good way off, about a bow shot away. For

she said, “Don’t let me see the death of the
child.” She sat opposite him, and lifted up
her voice, and wept.

17God heard the voice of the boy.
The angel of God called to Hagar out of

the sky, and said to her, “What troubles you,
Hagar? Don’t be afraid. For God has heard
the voice of the boy where he is.

18 Get up, lift up the boy, and hold him
with your hand. For I will make him a great
nation.”

19 God opened her eyes, and she saw a
well of water. Shewent, filled the container
with water, and gave the boy a drink.

20God was with the boy, and he grew. He
lived in the wilderness, and as he grew up,
he became an archer.

21He lived in thewilderness of Paran. His
mother got a wife for him out of the land of
Egypt.

22At that time, Abimelech and Phicol the
captain of his army spoke to Abraham, say-
ing, “God is with you in all that you do.

23 Now, therefore, swear to me here by
God that you will not deal falsely with me,
norwithmy son, norwithmy son’s son. But
according to the kindness that I have done
to you, you shall do tome, and to the land in
which you have lived as a foreigner.”

24Abraham said, “I will swear.”
25Abraham complained to Abimelech be-

cause of a water well, which Abimelech’s
servants had violently taken away.

26Abimelech said, “I don’t knowwho has
done this thing. You didn’t tell me, and I
didn’t hear of it until today.”

27 Abraham took sheep and cattle, and
gave them to Abimelech. Those two made
a covenant.

28 Abraham set seven ewe lambs of the
flock by themselves.

29Abimelech said to Abraham, “What do
these seven ewe lambs, which you have set
by themselves, mean?”

30 He said, “You shall take these seven
ewe lambs from my hand, that it may be a
witness to me, that I have dug this well.”

31 Therefore he called that place Beer-
sheba,‡ because they both swore an oath
there.

32 So theymade a covenant at Beersheba.
Abimelech rose up with Phicol, the captain
of his army, and they returned into the land
of the Philistines.

33 Abraham planted a tamarisk tree in
Beersheba, and there he called on the name
of the LORD,§ the Everlasting God.

† 21:3: Isaac means “He laughs”. ‡ 21:31: Beersheba can mean “well of the oath” or “well of seven”. § 21:33:
LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short form יה
Yah.
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34 Abraham lived as a foreigner in the
land of the Philistines many days.

22
1After these things, God tested Abraham,

and said to him, “Abraham!”
He said, “Here I am.”
2He said, “Now take your son, your only

son, Isaac, whom you love, and go into the
land of Moriah. Offer him there as a burnt
offering on one of the mountains which I
will tell you of.”

3Abrahamrose early in themorning, and
saddled his donkey; and took two of his
young men with him, and Isaac his son. He
split the wood for the burnt offering, and
rose up, andwent to the place of which God
had told him.

4On the third day Abraham lifted up his
eyes, and saw the place far off.

5 Abraham said to his young men, “Stay
here with the donkey. The boy and I will go
over there. Wewillworship, andcomeback
to you.”

6 Abraham took the wood of the burnt
offering and laid it on Isaac his son. He took
in his hand thefire and the knife. They both
went together.

7 Isaac spoke to Abraham his father, and
said, “My father?”
He said, “Here I am, my son.”
He said, “Here is the fire and the wood,

butwhere is the lamb for a burnt offering?”
8 Abraham said, “God will provide him-

self the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.”
So they both went together.

9 They came to the place which God had
told him of. Abraham built the altar there,
and laid the wood in order, bound Isaac his
son, and laid him on the altar, on the wood.

10 Abraham stretched out his hand, and
took the knife to kill his son.

11 The LORD’s angel called to him out of
the sky, and said, “Abraham, Abraham!”
He said, “Here I am.”
12Hesaid, “Don’t layyourhandon theboy

or do anything to him. For now I know that
you fear God, since you have not withheld
your son, your only son, fromme.”

13Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked,
and saw that behind himwas a ram caught
in the thicket by his horns. Abraham went
and took the ram, and offered him up for a
burnt offering instead of his son.

14Abraham called the name of that place
“The LORD Will Provide”.† As it is said to
this day, “On theLORD’smountain, itwill be
provided.”

15 The LORD’s angel called to Abraham a
second time out of the sky,

16 and said, “ ‘I have sworn by myself,’
says the LORD, ‘because you have done this
thing, andhavenotwithheld your son, your
only son,

17 that I will bless you greatly, and I
will multiply your offspring greatly like the
stars of the heavens, and like the sand
which is on the seashore. Your offspring
will possess the gate of his enemies.

18 All the nations of the earth will be
blessedbyyouroffspring, becauseyouhave
obeyedmy voice.’ ”

19 So Abraham returned to his young
men, and they rose up andwent together to
Beersheba. Abraham lived at Beersheba.

20 After these things, Abraham was told,
“Behold, Milcah, she also has borne chil-
dren to your brother Nahor:

21 Uz his firstborn, Buz his brother, Ke-
muel the father of Aram,

22 Chesed, Hazo, Pildash, Jidlaph, and
Bethuel.”

23Bethuel became the father of Rebekah.
These eight Milcah bore to Nahor, Abra-
ham’s brother.

24 His concubine, whose name was
Reumah, also bore Tebah, Gaham, Tahash,
andMaacah.

23
1 Sarah lived one hundred and twenty-

seven years. This was the length of Sarah’s
life.

2 Sarah died in Kiriath Arba (also called
Hebron), in the land of Canaan. Abraham
came to mourn for Sarah, and to weep for
her.

3 Abraham rose up from before his dead
and spoke to the children of Heth, saying,

4 “I am a stranger and a foreigner liv-
ing with you. Give me a possession of a
burying-placewith you, that Imay burymy
dead out of my sight.”

5 The children of Heth answered Abra-
ham, saying to him,

6 “Hear us, my lord. You are a prince of
God amongst us. Bury your dead in the best
of our tombs. Noneof uswillwithhold from
you his tomb. Bury your dead.”

7 Abraham rose up, and bowed himself
to the people of the land, to the children of
Heth.

8 He talked with them, saying, “If you
agree that I should bury my dead out of
my sight, hear me, and entreat for me to
Ephron the son of Zohar,

9 that he may sell me the cave of Mach-
pelah, which he has, which is in the end of
his field. For the full price let him sell it to
me amongst you as a possession for a burial
place.”

† 22:14: or, the LORD Jireh, or, the LORD Seeing
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10Now Ephron was sitting in the middle
of the children of Heth. Ephron the Hittite
answered Abraham in the hearing of the
children of Heth, even of all who went in at
the gate of his city, saying,

11 “No, my lord, hear me. I give you the
field, and I give you the cave that is in it. In
the presence of the children of my people I
give it to you. Bury your dead.”

12 Abraham bowed himself down before
the people of the land.

13He spoke to Ephron in the audience of
the people of the land, saying, “But if you
will, please hear me. I will give the price of
the field. Take it from me, and I will bury
my dead there.”

14 Ephron answered Abraham, saying to
him,

15“Mylord, listen tome. What is apieceof
land worth four hundred shekels of silver†
betweenme and you? Therefore bury your
dead.”

16Abraham listened to Ephron. Abraham
weighed to Ephron the silver which he had
named in the hearing of the children of
Heth, four hundred shekels of silver, ac-
cording to thecurrentmerchants’ standard.

17 So the field of Ephron, which was in
Machpelah, which was before Mamre, the
field, the cave which was in it, and all the
trees that were in the field, that were in all
of its borders, were deeded

18 toAbrahamforapossession in thepres-
ence of the children of Heth, before all who
went in at the gate of his city.

19 After this, Abraham buried Sarah his
wife in the cave of the field of Machpelah
before Mamre (that is, Hebron), in the land
of Canaan.

20The field, and the cave that is in it, were
deeded to Abraham by the children of Heth
as a possession for a burial place.

24
1Abrahamwas old, andwell advanced in

age. The LORD had blessed Abraham in all
things.

2Abrahamsaid to his servant, the elder of
his house, who ruled over all that he had,
“Please put your hand undermy thigh.

3 I will make you swear by the LORD, the
God of heaven and the God of the earth,
that you shall not take a wife for my son of
the daughters of the Canaanites, amongst
whom I live.

4Butyoushall go tomycountry, and tomy
relatives, and take a wife for my son Isaac.”

5 The servant said to him, “What if the
woman isn’t willing to follow me to this

land? Must I bring your son again to the
land you came from?”

6Abraham said to him, “Beware that you
don’t bringmy son there again.

7The LORD, the God of heaven—who took
me from my father’s house, and from the
land ofmy birth, who spoke tome, andwho
swore to me, saying, ‘I will give this land
to your offspring—he will send his angel
before you, and you shall take awife formy
son from there.

8 If the woman isn’t willing to follow you,
then you shall be clear from this oath to
me. Only you shall not bring my son there
again.”

9Theservantputhishandunder the thigh
of Abraham his master, and swore to him
concerning this matter.

10 The servant took ten of his master’s
camels, and departed, having a variety of
good things of his master’s with him. He
arose, andwent toMesopotamia, to the city
of Nahor.

11 He made the camels kneel down out-
side the city by the well of water at the time
of evening, the time that women go out to
drawwater.

12 He said, “LORD, the God of my mas-
ter Abraham, please give me success today,
and show kindness tomymaster Abraham.

13 Behold, I am standing by the spring of
water. The daughters of the men of the city
are coming out to drawwater.

14 Let it happen, that the young lady to
whom I will say, ‘Please let down your
pitcher, that I may drink,’ then she says,
‘Drink, and I will also give your camels a
drink,’—let her be the one you have ap-
pointed for your servant Isaac. By this Iwill
know that you have shown kindness to my
master.”

15 Before he had finished speaking, be-
hold, Rebekah came out, who was born to
Bethuel the sonofMilcah, thewife ofNahor,
Abraham’s brother, with her pitcher on her
shoulder.

16 The young lady was very beautiful to
look at, a virgin. No man had known her.
She went down to the spring, filled her
pitcher, and came up.

17 The servant ran to meet her, and said,
“Please give me a drink, a little water from
your pitcher.”

18She said, “Drink,my lord.” She hurried,
and let down her pitcher on her hand, and
gave him a drink.

19 When she had finished giving him a
drink, she said, “I will also draw for your
camels, until they have finished drinking.”

† 23:15: A shekel is about 10 grams, so 400 shekels would be about 4 kg. or 8.8 pounds.
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20 She hurried, and emptied her pitcher
into the trough, and ran again to the well to
draw, and drew for all his camels.

21 The man looked steadfastly at her, re-
maining silent, to know whether the LORD
hadmade his journey prosperous or not.

22 As the camels had finished drinking,
the man took a golden ring of half a shekel†
weight, and two bracelets for her hands of
ten shekels weight of gold,

23 and said, “Whose daughter are you?
Please tellme. Is there roominyour father’s
house for us to stay?”

24 She said to him, “I am the daughter of
Bethuel the son of Milcah, whom she bore
to Nahor.”

25 She said moreover to him, “We have
both straw and feed enough, and room to
lodge in.”

26 The man bowed his head, and wor-
shipped the LORD.

27 He said, “Blessed be the LORD, the
God of my master Abraham, who has not
forsaken his loving kindness and his truth
towards my master. As for me, the LORD
has led me on the way to the house of my
master’s relatives.”

28 The young lady ran, and told her
mother’s house about these words.

29 Rebekah had a brother, and his name
wasLaban. Laban ranout to theman, to the
spring.

30Whenhesawthering, and thebracelets
onhis sister’shands, andwhenheheard the
words of Rebekah his sister, saying, “This is
what the man said to me,” he came to the
man. Behold, hewas standingby thecamels
at the spring.

31 He said, “Come in, you blessed of the
LORD. Why do you stand outside? For I
have prepared the house, and room for the
camels.”

32 The man came into the house, and he
unloaded the camels. He gave straw and
feed for the camels, and water to wash his
feet and the feet of the men who were with
him.

33 Food was set before him to eat, but he
said, “I will not eat until I have told my
message.”
Laban said, “Speak on.”
34He said, “I am Abraham’s servant.
35 The LORD has blessed my master

greatly. He has become great. The LORD
has given him flocks and herds, silver and
gold, male servants and female servants,
and camels and donkeys.

36 Sarah, my master’s wife, bore a son to
mymaster when she was old. He has given
all that he has to him.

37Mymastermademe swear, saying, ‘You
shall not take a wife for my son from the
daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land
I live,

38 but you shall go to my father’s house,
and to my relatives, and take a wife for my
son.’

39 I asked mymaster, ‘What if the woman
will not followme?’

40He said tome, ‘The LORD, beforewhom
I walk, will send his angel with you, and
prosper your way. You shall take a wife
for my son from my relatives, and of my
father’s house.

41 Then you will be clear from my oath,
when you come to my relatives. If they
don’t giveher toyou, youshall be clear from
my oath.’

42 I came today to the spring, and said,
‘The LORD, the God ofmymaster Abraham,
if now you do prosper mywaywhich I go—

43 behold, I am standing by this spring
of water. Let it happen, that the maiden
who comes out to draw, to whom I will say,
“Please give me a little water from your
pitcher to drink,”

44 then she tells me, “Drink, and I will
also draw for your camels,”—let her be the
woman whom the LORD has appointed for
mymaster’s son.’

45 Before I had finished speaking in my
heart, behold, Rebekah came out with her
pitcher on her shoulder. She went down to
the spring, and drew. I said to her, ‘Please
let me drink.’

46 She hurried and let down her pitcher
from her shoulder, and said, ‘Drink, and I
will also give your camels a drink.’ So I
drank, and she also gave the camels a drink.

47 I asked her, and said, ‘Whose daugh-
ter are you?’ She said, ‘The daughter of
Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whomMilcah bore to
him.’ I put the ring on her nose, and the
bracelets on her hands.

48 I bowed my head, and worshipped the
LORD, and blessed the LORD, the God of
my master Abraham, who had led me in
the right way to take my master’s brother’s
daughter for his son.

49 Now if you will deal kindly and truly
with mymaster, tell me. If not, tell me, that
I may turn to the right hand, or to the left.”

50 Then Laban and Bethuel answered,
“The thing proceeds from the LORD. We
can’t speak to you bad or good.

51 Behold, Rebekah is before you. Take
her, and go, and let her be your master’s
son’s wife, as the LORD has spoken.”

52 When Abraham’s servant heard their
words, he bowed himself down to the earth

† 24:22: A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces.
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to the LORD.
53 The servant brought out jewels of sil-

ver, and jewels of gold, and clothing, and
gave them to Rebekah. He also gave pre-
cious things to her brother and her mother.

54 They ate and drank, he and the men
who were with him, and stayed all night.
They rose up in the morning, and he said,
“Sendme away tomymaster.”

55Her brother and her mother said, “Let
the young lady stay with us a few days, at
least ten. After that she will go.”

56Hesaid to them, “Don’t hinderme, since
the LORD has prospered my way. Send me
away that I may go to mymaster.”

57They said, “Wewill call the young lady,
and ask her.”

58 They called Rebekah, and said to her,
“Will you go with this man?”
She said, “I will go.”
59 They sent away Rebekah, their sister,

with her nurse, Abraham’s servant, and his
men.

60 They blessed Rebekah, and said to her,
“Our sister, may you be the mother of thou-
sands of ten thousands, and let your off-
spring possess the gate of those who hate
them.”

61 Rebekah arose with her ladies. They
rode on the camels, and followed the man.
The servant took Rebekah, and went his
way.

62 Isaac came from the way of Beer Lahai
Roi, for he lived in the land of the South.

63 Isaac went out to meditate in the field
at the evening. He lifted up his eyes and
looked. Behold, there were camels coming.

64 Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and when
she saw Isaac, she got off the camel.

65She said to the servant, “Who is theman
who is walking in the field to meet us?”
The servant said, “It is mymaster.”
She took her veil, and covered herself.
66The servant told Isaac all the things that

he had done.
67 Isaac brought her into his mother

Sarah’s tent, and took Rebekah, and she
became hiswife. He loved her. So Isaacwas
comforted after his mother’s death.

25
1 Abraham took another wife, and her

namewas Keturah.
2 She bore him Zimran, Jokshan, Medan,

Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah.
3 Jokshanbecame the fatherof Sheba, and

Dedan. The sons of Dedan were Asshurim,
Letushim, and Leummim.

4 The sons of Midian were Ephah, Epher,
Hanoch, Abida, and Eldaah. All these were
the children of Keturah.

5Abraham gave all that he had to Isaac,

6 but Abraham gave gifts to the sons of
Abraham’s concubines. While he still lived,
he sent them away from Isaac his son, east-
ward, to the east country.

7 These are the days of the years of Abra-
ham’s life which he lived: one hundred and
seventy-five years.

8Abraham gave up his spirit, and died at
a goodold age, anoldman, and full of years,
and was gathered to his people.

9 Isaac and Ishmael, his sons, buried him
in the cave of Machpelah, in the field of
Ephron, the son of Zohar the Hittite, which
is near Mamre,

10 the field which Abraham purchased
from the children of Heth. Abraham was
buried there with Sarah, his wife.

11 After the death of Abraham, God
blessed Isaac, his son. Isaac lived by Beer
Lahai Roi.

12 Now this is the history of the gener-
ations of Ishmael, Abraham’s son, whom
Hagar theEgyptian, Sarah’s servant, bore to
Abraham.

13 These are the names of the sons of Ish-
mael, by their names, according to the or-
der of their birth: the firstborn of Ishmael,
Nebaioth, then Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam,

14Mishma, Dumah, Massa,
15 Hadad, Tema, Jetur, Naphish, and

Kedemah.
16 These are the sons of Ishmael, and

these are their names, by their villages, and
by their encampments: twelve princes, ac-
cording to their nations.

17 These are the years of the life of Ish-
mael: one hundred and thirty-seven years.
He gave up his spirit and died, and was
gathered to his people.

18They lived fromHavilah to Shur that is
before Egypt, as you go towardsAssyria. He
lived opposite all his relatives.

19 This is the history of the generations
of Isaac, Abraham’s son. Abraham became
the father of Isaac.

20 Isaac was forty years old when he took
Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel the Syr-
ian of Paddan Aram, the sister of Laban the
Syrian, to be his wife.

21 Isaac entreated the LORD for his wife,
because she was barren. The LORD was
entreated by him, and Rebekah his wife
conceived.

22The children struggled together within
her. She said, “If it is like this, whydo I live?”
She went to enquire of the LORD.

23The LORD said to her,
“Two nations are in your womb.
Two peoples will be separated from your

body.
The one people will be stronger than the

other people.
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The elder will serve the younger.”
24 When her days to be delivered were

fulfilled, behold, there were twins in her
womb.

25 The first came out red all over, like a
hairy garment. They named him Esau.

26 After that, his brother came out, and
his hand had hold on Esau’s heel. He was
named Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old
when she bore them.

27 The boys grew. Esau was a skilful
hunter, aman of the field. Jacobwas a quiet
man, living in tents.

28 Now Isaac loved Esau, because he ate
his venison. Rebekah loved Jacob.

29 Jacob boiled stew. Esau came in from
the field, and he was famished.

30Esau said to Jacob, “Please feedmewith
some of that red stew, for I am famished.”
Therefore his namewas called Edom.†

31 Jacob said, “First, sell me your
birthright.”

32 Esau said, “Behold, I am about to die.
What good is the birthright to me?”

33 Jacob said, “Swear to me first.”
He swore to him. He sold his birthright to

Jacob.
34 Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew.

He ate and drank, rose up, and went his
way. So Esau despised his birthright.

26
1There was a famine in the land, in addi-

tion to the first famine that was in the days
of Abraham. Isaac went to Abimelech king
of the Philistines, to Gerar.

2 The LORD appeared to him, and said,
“Don’t go down into Egypt. Live in the land
I will tell you about.

3Live in this land, and I will be with you,
and will bless you. For I will give to you,
and to your offspring, all these lands, and
I will establish the oath which I swore to
Abraham your father.

4 Iwillmultiply youroffspring as the stars
of the sky, and will give all these lands to
your offspring. In your offspring all the
nations of the earth will be blessed,

5 because Abraham obeyed my voice,
and kept my requirements, my command-
ments, my statutes, andmy laws.”

6 Isaac lived in Gerar.
7 The men of the place asked him about

his wife. He said, “She is my sister,” for
he was afraid to say, “My wife”, lest, he
thought, “the men of the place might kill
me for Rebekah, because she is beautiful to
look at.”

8 When he had been there a long time,
Abimelechkingof thePhilistines lookedout
at a window, and saw, and, behold, Isaac
was caressing Rebekah, his wife.

9 Abimelech called Isaac, and said, “Be-
hold, surely she is your wife. Why did you
say, ‘She is my sister’?”
Isaac said to him, “Because I said, ‘Lest I

die because of her.’ ”
10Abimelech said, “What is this you have

done to us? One of the people might easily
have lain with your wife, and you would
have brought guilt on us!”

11Abimelech commanded all the people,
saying, “He who touches this man or his
wife will surely be put to death.”

12 Isaac sowed in that land, and reaped in
the same year one hundred times what he
planted. The LORD blessed him.

13 The man grew great, and grew more
andmore until he became very great.

14 He had possessions of flocks, posses-
sions of herds, and a great household. The
Philistines envied him.

15 Now all the wells which his father’s
servants had dug in the days of Abraham
his father, the Philistines had stopped, and
filled with earth.

16Abimelech said to Isaac, “Goaway from
us, for you aremuchmightier than we.”

17 Isaac departed from there, encamped
in the valley of Gerar, and lived there.

18 Isaac dug again the wells of water,
which they had dug in the days of Abraham
his father, for the Philistines had stopped
them after the death of Abraham. He called
their names after the names by which his
father had called them.

19 Isaac’s servants dug in the valley, and
found there a well of flowing†water.

20 The herdsmen of Gerar argued with
Isaac’s herdsmen, saying, “The water is
ours.” So he called the name of the well
Esek,‡ because they contended with him.

21Theyduganotherwell, and theyargued
over that, also. So he called its name Sit-
nah.§

22He left that place, andduganotherwell.
They didn’t argue over that one. So he
called it Rehoboth.† He said, “For now the
LORDhasmade room for us, andwewill be
fruitful in the land.”

23Hewent up from there to Beersheba.
24 The LORD appeared to him the same

night, and said, “I am the God of Abraham
your father. Don’t be afraid, for I am with
you, and will bless you, and multiply your
offspring for my servant Abraham’s sake.”

† 25:30: “Edom” means “red”. † 26:19: Or, living. Or, fresh. ‡ 26:20: “Esek” means “contention”. § 26:21:
“Sitnah” means “hostility”. † 26:22: “Rehoboth” means “broad places”.
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25 He built an altar there, and called
on the LORD’s name, and pitched his tent
there. There Isaac’s servants dug a well.

26 Then Abimelech went to him from
Gerar with Ahuzzath his friend, and Phicol
the captain of his army.

27 Isaac said to them, “Why have you
come to me, since you hate me, and have
sent me away from you?”

28 They said, “We saw plainly that the
LORD was with you. We said, ‘Let there
now be an oath between us, even between
us and you, and let’s make a covenant with
you,

29 that youwill do us no harm, aswe have
not touched you, and as we have done to
you nothing but good, and have sent you
away in peace.’ You are now the blessed of
the LORD.”

30Hemade them a feast, and they ate and
drank.

31They roseup some time in themorning,
and swore an oath to one another. Isaac
sent them away, and they departed from
him in peace.

32 The same day, Isaac’s servants came,
and told him concerning the well which
they had dug, and said to him, “We have
foundwater.”

33 He called it “Shibah”.‡ Therefore the
name of the city is “Beersheba”§ to this day.

34When Esauwas forty years old, he took
as wife Judith, the daughter of Beeri the
Hittite, and Basemath, the daughter of Elon
the Hittite.

35 They grieved Isaac’s and Rebekah’s
spirits.

27
1When Isaac was old, and his eyes were

dim, so that he could not see, he called Esau
his elder son, and said to him, “My son?”
He said to him, “Here I am.”
2He said, “See now, I amold. I don’t know

the day of my death.
3 Now therefore, please take your

weapons, your quiver and your bow, and
go out to the field, and get me venison.

4 Make me savoury food, such as I love,
and bring it to me, that I may eat, and that
my soul may bless you before I die.”

5 Rebekah heard when Isaac spoke to
Esau his son. Esau went to the field to hunt
for venison, and to bring it.

6Rebekah spoke to Jacob her son, saying,
“Behold, I heard your father speak to Esau
your brother, saying,

7 ‘Bring me venison, and make me
savoury food, that I may eat, and bless you
before the LORD before my death.’

8 Now therefore, my son, obey my voice
according to that which I command you.

9Go now to the flock and getme two good
young goats from there. I will make them
savoury food for your father, such as he
loves.

10You shall bring it to your father, that he
may eat, so that hemay bless you before his
death.”

11 Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, “Be-
hold, Esaumy brother is a hairy man, and I
am a smoothman.

12 What if my father touches me? I will
seem tohimasadeceiver, and Iwouldbring
a curse onmyself, and not a blessing.”

13Hismother said to him, “Let your curse
be onme, my son. Only obey my voice, and
go get them for me.”

14 He went, and got them, and brought
them to his mother. His mother made
savoury food, such as his father loved.

15Rebekah took the good clothes of Esau,
her elder son, which were with her in the
house, and put them on Jacob, her younger
son.

16 She put the skins of the young goats on
his hands, and on the smooth of his neck.

17 She gave the savoury food and the
bread, which she had prepared, into the
hand of her son Jacob.

18 He came to his father, and said, “My
father?”
He said, “Here I am. Who are you, my

son?”
19 Jacob said to his father, “I amEsau your

firstborn. I havedonewhat youaskedme to
do. Please arise, sit and eat of my venison,
that your soul may bless me.”

20 Isaac said to his son, “How is it that you
have found it so quickly, my son?”
He said, “Because the LORD your God

gaveme success.”
21 Isaac said to Jacob, “Please come near,

that Imay feel you,myson,whetheryouare
really my son Esau or not.”

22 Jacob went near to Isaac his father.
He felt him, and said, “The voice is Jacob’s
voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau.”

23 He didn’t recognise him, because his
hands were hairy, like his brother Esau’s
hands. So he blessed him.

24He said, “Are you really my son Esau?”
He said, “I am.”
25He said, “Bring it near to me, and I will

eat of my son’s venison, that my soul may
bless you.”
He brought it near to him, and he ate. He

brought himwine, and he drank.
26His father Isaac said tohim, “Comenear

now, and kiss me, my son.”
‡ 26:33: Shibahmeans “oath” or “seven”. § 26:33: Beershebameans “well of the oath” or “well of the seven”
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27 He came near, and kissed him. He
smelled the smell of his clothing, and
blessed him, and said,
“Behold, the smell of my son

is as the smell of a fieldwhich the LORD
has blessed.

28God give you of the dew of the sky,
of the fatness of the earth,
and plenty of grain and newwine.

29Let peoples serve you,
and nations bow down to you.

Be lord over your brothers.
Let your mother’s sons bow down to
you.

Cursed be everyone who curses you.
Blessed be everyone who blesses you.”

30 As soon as Isaac had finished blessing
Jacob, and Jacob had just gone out from
the presence of Isaac his father, Esau his
brother came in from his hunting.

31 He also made savoury food, and
brought it to his father. He said to his father,
“Let my father arise, and eat of his son’s
venison, that your soul may bless me.”

32 Isaac his father said to him, “Who are
you?”
He said, “I am your son, your firstborn,

Esau.”
33 Isaac trembled violently, and said,

“Who, then, is he who has taken venison,
and brought it to me, and I have eaten of
all before you came, and have blessed him?
Yes, he will be blessed.”

34When Esau heard the words of his fa-
ther, he criedwith an exceedingly great and
bitter cry, and said to his father, “Bless me,
evenme also, my father.”

35 He said, “Your brother came with de-
ceit, and has taken away your blessing.”

36He said, “Isn’t he rightly named Jacob?
For he has supplanted me these two times.
He took away my birthright. See, now
he has taken away my blessing.” He said,
“Haven’t you reserved a blessing for me?”

37 Isaac answered Esau, “Behold, I have
made him your lord, and all his brothers
I have given to him for servants. I have
sustained him with grain and new wine.
What then will I do for you, my son?”

38 Esau said to his father, “Do you have
just one blessing,my father? Blessme, even
mealso,my father.” Esau lifted uphis voice,
and wept.

39 Isaac his father answered him,
“Behold, yourdwellingwill beof the fatness

of the earth,
and of the dew of the sky from above.
40You will live by your sword, and you will

serve your brother.
It will happen, when youwill break loose,
that you will shake his yoke from off your

neck.”

41 Esau hated Jacob because of the bless-
ingwithwhich his father blessed him. Esau
said in his heart, “The days ofmourning for
my father are at hand. Then I will kill my
brother Jacob.”

42The words of Esau, her elder son, were
told to Rebekah. She sent and called Jacob,
her younger son, and said to him, “Behold,
your brother Esau comforts himself about
you by planning to kill you.

43Now therefore, my son, obey my voice.
Arise, flee to Laban, my brother, in Haran.

44 Stay with him a few days, until your
brother’s fury turns away—

45 until your brother’s anger turns away
from you, and he forgets what you have
done to him. Then I will send, and get you
from there. Why should I be bereaved of
you both in one day?”

46 Rebekah said to Isaac, “I am weary of
my life because of the daughters of Heth. If
Jacob takes a wife of the daughters of Heth,
such as these, of the daughters of the land,
what good will my life dome?”

28
1 Isaac called Jacob, blessed him, and

commanded him, “You shall not take a wife
of the daughters of Canaan.

2Arise, go toPaddanAram, to thehouseof
Bethuel your mother’s father. Take a wife
from there from the daughters of Laban,
yourmother’s brother.

3May God Almighty bless you, and make
you fruitful, andmultiply you, that youmay
be a company of peoples,

4 and give you the blessing of Abraham,
to you and to your offspring with you, that
you may inherit the land where you travel,
which God gave to Abraham.”

5 Isaac sent Jacob away. He went to
Paddan Aram to Laban, son of Bethuel the
Syrian, the brother of Rebekah, Jacob’s and
Esau’s mother.

6 Now Esau saw that Isaac had blessed
Jacob and sent him away to Paddan Aram,
to take him a wife from there, and that as
he blessed him he gave him a command,
saying, “You shall not take a wife of the
daughters of Canaan;”

7and that Jacob obeyed his father and his
mother, and was gone to Paddan Aram.

8 Esau saw that the daughters of Canaan
didn’t please Isaac, his father.

9 So Esau went to Ishmael, and took, in
addition to thewives that he had, Mahalath
the daughter of Ishmael, Abraham’s son,
the sister of Nebaioth, to be his wife.

10 Jacob went out from Beersheba, and
went towards Haran.

11He came to a certain place, and stayed
there all night, because the sun had set. He
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tookoneof the stones of theplace, andput it
under his head, and lay down in that place
to sleep.

12Hedreamt and saw a stairway set upon
the earth, and its top reached to heaven.
Behold, the angels of God were ascending
and descending on it.

13 Behold, the LORD stood above it, and
said, “I am the LORD, the God of Abraham
your father, and the God of Isaac. I will
give the land you lie on to you and to your
offspring.

14Your offspring will be as the dust of the
earth, and you will spread abroad to the
west, and to the east, and to the north, and
to the south. In you and in your offspring,
all the families of the earth will be blessed.

15 Behold, I am with you, and will keep
you, wherever you go, and will bring you
again into this land. For I will not leave you
until I have done that which I have spoken
of to you.”

16 Jacob awakened out of his sleep, andhe
said, “Surely the LORD is in this place, and I
didn’t know it.”

17 He was afraid, and said, “How awe-
some this place is! This is none other than
God’s house, and this is the gate of heaven.”

18 Jacob rose up early in themorning, and
took the stone that he had put under his
head, and set it up for a pillar, and poured
oil on its top.

19He called the name of that place Bethel,
but the name of the city was Luz at the first.

20 Jacob vowed a vow, saying, “If God will
be with me, and will keep me in this way
that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and
clothing to put on,

21 so that I come again to my father’s
house in peace, and the LORD will be my
God,

22 then this stone, which I have set up for
a pillar, will be God’s house. Of all that you
will givemeIwill surelygivea tenth toyou.”

29
1 Then Jacob went on his journey, and

came to the land of the children of the east.
2 He looked, and saw a well in the field,

and saw three flocks of sheep lying there
by it. For out of that well they watered the
flocks. The stone on the well’s mouth was
large.

3There all the flockswere gathered. They
rolled the stone from the well’s mouth, and
watered the sheep, and put the stone back
on the well’s mouth in its place.

4 Jacob said to them, “My relatives, where
are you from?”
They said, “We are fromHaran.”
5 He said to them, “Do you know Laban,

the son of Nahor?”

They said, “We know him.”
6He said to them, “Is it well with him?”
They said, “It is well. See, Rachel, his

daughter, is coming with the sheep.”
7 He said, “Behold, it is still the middle

of the day, not time to gather the livestock
together. Water the sheep, and go and feed
them.”

8 They said, “We can’t, until all the flocks
are gathered together, and they roll the
stone from the well’s mouth. Then we will
water the sheep.”

9 While he was yet speaking with them,
Rachel camewithher father’s sheep, for she
kept them.

10When Jacob sawRachel thedaughter of
Laban, his mother’s brother, and the sheep
of Laban, his mother’s brother, Jacob went
near, and rolled the stone from the well’s
mouth, and watered the flock of Laban his
mother’s brother.

11 Jacob kissed Rachel, and lifted up his
voice, and wept.

12 Jacob told Rachel that he was her fa-
ther’s relative, and that he was Rebekah’s
son. She ran and told her father.

13 When Laban heard the news of Ja-
cob, his sister’s son, he ran to meet Jacob,
and embraced him, and kissed him, and
brought him to his house. Jacob told Laban
all these things.

14 Laban said to him, “Surely you are my
bone and my flesh.” Jacob stayed with him
for amonth.

15 Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are
my relative, should you therefore serve me
for nothing? Tell me, what will your wages
be?”

16 Laban had two daughters. The name
of the elder was Leah, and the name of the
younger was Rachel.

17Leah’s eyes were weak, but Rachel was
beautiful in form and attractive.

18 Jacob loved Rachel. He said, “I will
serve you seven years for Rachel, your
younger daughter.”

19Laban said, “It is better that I giveher to
you, than that I should give her to another
man. Stay withme.”

20 Jacob served seven years for Rachel.
They seemed to him but a few days, for the
love he had for her.

21 Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife,
for my days are fulfilled, that I may go in to
her.”

22Laban gathered together all themen of
the place, andmade a feast.

23 In the evening, he took Leah his daugh-
ter, and brought her to Jacob. He went in to
her.

24 Laban gave Zilpah his servant to his
daughter Leah for a servant.
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25 In themorning, behold, itwas Leah! He
said to Laban, “What is this you have done
to me? Didn’t I serve with you for Rachel?
Why then have you deceivedme?”

26 Laban said, “It is not done so in our
place, to give the younger before the first-
born.

27 Fulfil the week of this one, and we
will give you the other also for the service
which you will serve with me for seven
more years.”

28 Jacob did so, and fulfilled her week. He
gave him Rachel his daughter as wife.

29 Laban gave Bilhah, his servant, to his
daughter Rachel to be her servant.

30Hewent in also to Rachel, and he loved
also Rachel more than Leah, and served
with him sevenmore years.

31 The LORD saw that Leah was hated,
and he opened her womb, but Rachel was
barren.

32 Leah conceived, and bore a son, and
she named him Reuben. For she said, “Be-
cause the LORD has looked at my affliction;
for nowmy husbandwill loveme.”

33 She conceived again, and bore a son,
and said, “Because the LORDhas heard that
I am hated, he has therefore given me this
son also.” She named him Simeon.

34 She conceived again, and bore a son.
She said, “Now this time my husband will
be joined to me, because I have borne him
three sons.” Therefore his name was called
Levi.

35 She conceived again, and bore a son.
She said, “This time I will praise the LORD.”
Therefore she named him Judah. Then she
stopped bearing.

30
1WhenRachel saw that she bore Jacob no

children, Rachel envied her sister. She said
to Jacob, “Give me children, or else I will
die.”

2 Jacob’s anger burnt against Rachel, and
he said, “Am I in God’s place, who has with-
held from you the fruit of the womb?”

3She said, “Behold,mymaidBilhah. Go in
to her, that she may bear on my knees, and
I also may obtain children by her.”

4She gavehimBilhahher servant aswife,
and Jacob went in to her.

5Bilhah conceived, and bore Jacob a son.
6 Rachel said, “God has judged me, and

has also heard my voice, and has given me
a son.” Therefore she called his name Dan.

7 Bilhah, Rachel’s servant, conceived
again, and bore Jacob a second son.

8 Rachel said, “I have wrestled with my
sisterwithmightywrestlings, andhavepre-
vailed.” She named himNaphtali.

9 When Leah saw that she had finished
bearing, she took Zilpah, her servant, and
gave her to Jacob as a wife.

10Zilpah, Leah’s servant, bore Jacobason.
11 Leah said, “How fortunate!” She

named him Gad.
12 Zilpah, Leah’s servant, bore Jacob a

second son.
13 Leah said, “Happy am I, for the daugh-

ters will call me happy.” She named him
Asher.

14Reuben went in the days of wheat har-
vest, and foundmandrakes in the field, and
brought them to his mother, Leah. Then
Rachel said to Leah, “Please give me some
of your son’s mandrakes.”

15 Leah said to her, “Is it a small matter
that you have taken away my husband?
Would you take away my son’s mandrakes,
also?”
Rachel said, “Therefore he will lie with

you tonight for your son’s mandrakes.”
16 Jacob came from the field in the

evening, and Leah went out to meet him,
and said, “You must come in to me; for
I have surely hired you with my son’s
mandrakes.”
He lay with her that night.
17 God listened to Leah, and she con-

ceived, and bore Jacob a fifth son.
18 Leah said, “God has given me my hire,

because I gavemy servant to my husband.”
She named him Issachar.

19Leah conceived again, and bore a sixth
son to Jacob.

20 Leah said, “God has endowed me with
a good dowry. Now my husband will live
with me, because I have borne him six
sons.” She named him Zebulun.

21 Afterwards, she bore a daughter, and
named her Dinah.

22 God remembered Rachel, and God lis-
tened to her, and opened her womb.

23 She conceived, bore a son, and said,
“God has taken awaymy reproach.”

24 She named him Joseph,† saying, “May
the LORD add another son to me.”

25When Rachel had borne Joseph, Jacob
said to Laban, “Sendme away, that Imay go
to my own place, and tomy country.

26Give me my wives and my children for
whom I have served you, and let me go;
for you knowmy service with which I have
served you.”

27Laban said to him, “If now I have found
favour in your eyes, stay here, for I have

† 30:24: Josephmeans “may he add”.
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divined that the LORD has blessed me for
your sake.”

28He said, “Appointme yourwages, and I
will give it.”

29 Jacob said to him, “You know how I
have served you, and how your livestock
have fared withme.

30 For it was little which you had before
I came, and it has increased to a multi-
tude. The LORD has blessed you wherever
I turned. Now when will I provide for my
own house also?”

31Laban said, “What shall I give you?”
Jacob said, “You shall not give me any-

thing. If you will do this thing for me, I will
again feed your flock and keep it.

32 I will pass through all your flock today,
removing from there every speckled and
spotted one, and every black one amongst
the sheep, and the spotted and speckled
amongst the goats. This will be my hire.

33Somyrighteousnesswill answer forme
hereafter, when you come concerning my
hire that is before you. Every one that is
not speckledand spottedamongst the goats,
and black amongst the sheep, that might be
withme, will be considered stolen.”

34Laban said, “Behold, let it be according
to your word.”

35 That day, he removed the male goats
that were streaked and spotted, and all the
female goats that were speckled and spot-
ted, every one that had white in it, and all
the black ones amongst the sheep, and gave
them into the hand of his sons.

36 He set three days’ journey between
himself and Jacob, and Jacob fed the rest of
Laban’s flocks.

37 Jacob took to himself rods of fresh
poplar, almond, and plane tree, peeled
white streaks in them, and made the white
appear which was in the rods.

38 He set the rods which he had peeled
opposite the flocks in the watering troughs
where the flocks came to drink. They con-
ceived when they came to drink.

39 The flocks conceived before the rods,
and the flocks produced streaked, speckled,
and spotted.

40 Jacob separated the lambs, and set the
faces of the flocks towards the streaked and
all the black in Laban’s flock. He put his
own droves apart, and didn’t put them into
Laban’s flock.

41Whenever the stronger of theflock con-
ceived, Jacob laid the rods in front of the
eyes of the flock in the watering troughs,
that theymight conceive amongst the rods;

42 but when the flock were feeble, he
didn’t put them in. So the feebler were
Laban’s, and the stronger Jacob’s.

43 The man increased exceedingly, and
had large flocks, female servants and male
servants, and camels and donkeys.

31
1 JacobheardLaban’s sons’words, saying,

“Jacob has taken away all that was our fa-
ther’s. He has obtained all this wealth from
that which was our father’s.”

2 Jacob saw the expression on Laban’s
face, and, behold, it was not towards him as
before.

3 The LORD said to Jacob, “Return to the
land of your fathers, and to your relatives,
and I will be with you.”

4 Jacob sent and calledRachel andLeah to
the field to his flock,

5 and said to them, “I see the expression
on your father’s face, that it is not towards
me as before; but the God of my father has
been withme.

6You know that I have served your father
with all of my strength.

7 Your father has deceived me, and
changedmywages ten times, butGoddidn’t
allow him to hurt me.

8 If he said, ‘The speckled will be your
wages,’ then all the flock bore speckled. If
he said, ‘The streaked will be your wages,’
then all the flock bore streaked.

9 Thus God has taken away your father’s
livestock, and given them tome.

10 During mating season, I lifted up my
eyes, and saw in a dream, and behold, the
male goats which leapt on the flock were
streaked, speckled, and grizzled.

11 The angel of God said to me in the
dream, ‘Jacob,’ and I said, ‘Here I am.’

12 He said, ‘Now lift up your eyes, and
behold, all themale goatswhich leap on the
flock are streaked, speckled, and grizzled,
for I have seen all that Laban does to you.

13 I am the God of Bethel, where you
anointed a pillar, where you vowed a vow
tome. Nowarise, get out fromthis land, and
return to the land of your birth.’ ”

14 Rachel and Leah answered him, “Is
there yet any portion or inheritance for us
in our father’s house?

15 Aren’t we considered as foreigners by
him? For he has sold us, and has also used
up ourmoney.

16 For all the riches which God has taken
away fromour father are ours and our chil-
dren’s. Now then, whatever God has said to
you, do.”

17Then Jacob roseup, and sethis sonsand
his wives on the camels,

18 and he took away all his livestock, and
all his possessions which he had gathered,
including the livestockwhichhehadgained
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in Paddan Aram, to go to Isaac his father, to
the land of Canaan.

19 Now Laban had gone to shear his
sheep; and Rachel stole the teraphim† that
were her father’s.

20 Jacob deceived Laban the Syrian, in
that he didn’t tell him that he was running
away.

21 So he fled with all that he had. He rose
up, passed over the River, and set his face
towards themountain of Gilead.

22 Laban was told on the third day that
Jacob had fled.

23He tookhis relativeswith him, andpur-
sued him seven days’ journey. He overtook
him in themountain of Gilead.

24 God came to Laban the Syrian in a
dream of the night, and said to him, “Be
careful that you don’t speak to Jacob either
good or bad.”

25Labancaughtupwith Jacob. NowJacob
had pitched his tent in the mountain, and
Laban with his relatives encamped in the
mountain of Gilead.

26 Laban said to Jacob, “What have you
done, that you have deceived me, and car-
ried awaymy daughters like captives of the
sword?

27Why did you flee secretly, and deceive
me, anddidn’t tellme, that Imighthave sent
you away with mirth and with songs, with
tambourine and with harp;

28 and didn’t allow me to kiss my sons
and my daughters? Now have you done
foolishly.

29 It is in the power of my hand to hurt
you, but the God of your father spoke to me
last night, saying, ‘Be careful that you don’t
speak to Jacob either good or bad.’

30Now, youwant to be gone, because you
greatly longed for your father’s house, but
why have you stolenmy gods?”

31 Jacob answered Laban, “Because I was
afraid, for I said, ‘Lest you should take your
daughters fromme by force.’

32 Anyone you find your gods with shall
not live. Before our relatives, discern what
is yours with me, and take it.” For Jacob
didn’t know that Rachel had stolen them.

33 Laban went into Jacob’s tent, into
Leah’s tent, and into the tent of the two
female servants; buthedidn’t find them. He
went out of Leah’s tent, and entered into
Rachel’s tent.

34 Now Rachel had taken the teraphim,
put them in the camel’s saddle, and sat on
them. Laban felt around all the tent, but
didn’t find them.

35She said to her father, “Don’t letmy lord
be angry that I can’t rise up before you; for
I’m having my period.” He searched, but
didn’t find the teraphim.

36 Jacob was angry, and argued with La-
ban. Jacob answered Laban, “What is my
trespass? What is my sin, that you have
hotly pursuedme?

37 Now that you have felt around in all
my stuff, what have you found of all your
household stuff? Set it here before my
relatives and your relatives, that they may
judge between us two.

38 “These twenty years I have been with
you. Your ewes and your female goats have
not cast their young, and I haven’t eaten the
rams of your flocks.

39Thatwhichwas tornof animals, I didn’t
bring to you. I bore its loss. Ofmy hand you
required it, whether stolen by day or stolen
by night.

40 This was my situation: in the day the
drought consumed me, and the frost by
night; andmy sleep fled frommy eyes.

41These twenty years I have been in your
house. I served you fourteen years for your
two daughters, and six years for your flock,
and you have changedmywages ten times.

42Unless the God of my father, the God of
Abraham, and the fear of Isaac, had been
with me, surely now you would have sent
me away empty. God has seenmy affliction
and the labour of my hands, and rebuked
you last night.”

43Laban answered Jacob, “The daughters
are my daughters, the children aremy chil-
dren, the flocks are my flocks, and all that
you see is mine! What can I do today to
these my daughters, or to their children
whom they have borne?

44Now come, let’s make a covenant, you
and I. Let it be forawitnessbetweenmeand
you.”

45 Jacob took a stone, and set it up for a
pillar.

46 Jacob said to his relatives, “Gather
stones.” They took stones, andmadeaheap.
They ate there by the heap.

47 Laban called it Jegar Sahadutha,‡ but
Jacob called it Galeed.§

48 Laban said, “This heap is witness be-
tween me and you today.” Therefore it was
named Galeed

49 and Mizpah, for he said, “The LORD
watch between me and you, when we are
absent one from another.

50 If you afflict my daughters, or if you
take wives in addition to my daughters, no

† 31:19: teraphim were household idols that may have been associated with inheritance rights to the household
property. ‡ 31:47: “Jegar Sahadutha” means “Witness Heap” in Aramaic. § 31:47: “Galeed” means “Witness
Heap” in Hebrew.



Genesis 31:51 30 Genesis 32:27

man is with us; behold, God is witness be-
tweenme and you.”

51Laban said to Jacob, “See this heap, and
see the pillar, which I have set between me
and you.

52 May this heap be a witness, and the
pillar be a witness, that I will not pass over
this heap to you, and that you will not pass
over this heap and this pillar to me, for
harm.

53 The God of Abraham, and the God of
Nahor, the God of their father, judge be-
tween us.” Then Jacob swore by the fear of
his father, Isaac.

54 Jacob offered a sacrifice in the moun-
tain, and called his relatives to eat bread.
They ate bread, and stayed all night in the
mountain.

55 Early in the morning, Laban rose up,
and kissed his sons and his daughters, and
blessed them. Laban departed and re-
turned to his place.

32
1 Jacobwent on his way, and the angels of

Godmet him.
2When he saw them, Jacob said, “This is

God’s army.” He called the name of that
place Mahanaim.†

3 Jacob sent messengers in front of him
to Esau, his brother, to the land of Seir, the
field of Edom.

4 He commanded them, saying, “This is
what you shall tell my lord, Esau: ‘This is
what your servant, Jacob, says. I have lived
as a foreigner with Laban, and stayed until
now.

5 I have cattle, donkeys, flocks, male ser-
vants, and female servants. I have sent to
tell my lord, that I may find favour in your
sight.’ ”

6 The messengers returned to Jacob, say-
ing, “We came to your brother Esau. He is
coming tomeet you, and four hundredmen
are with him.”

7 Then Jacob was greatly afraid and was
distressed. Hedivided the peoplewhowere
with him, along with the flocks, the herds,
and the camels, into two companies.

8 He said, “If Esau comes to the one
company, and strikes it, then the company
which is left will escape.”

9 Jacob said, “God of my father Abraham,
and God of my father Isaac, the LORD, who
said to me, ‘Return to your country, and to
your relatives, and I will do you good,’

10 I am not worthy of the least of all
the loving kindnesses, and of all the truth,
which you have shown to your servant; for

with justmy staff I crossed over this Jordan;
and now I have become two companies.

11Please deliver me from the hand of my
brother, from the hand of Esau; for I fear
him, lest he come and strike me and the
mothers with the children.

12You said, ‘I will surely do you good, and
make your offspring as the sand of the sea,
which can’t be countedbecause there are so
many.’ ”

13 He stayed there that night, and took
from that which he had with him a present
for Esau, his brother:

14 two hundred female goats and twenty
male goats, two hundred ewes and twenty
rams,

15 thirtymilk camels and their colts, forty
cows, ten bulls, twenty female donkeys and
ten foals.

16He delivered them into the hands of his
servants, everyherdby itself, andsaid tohis
servants, “Pass over before me, and put a
space between herd and herd.”

17 He commanded the foremost, saying,
“When Esau, my brother, meets you, and
asks you, saying, ‘Whose are you? Where
are you going? Whose are these before
you?’

18 Then you shall say, ‘They are your ser-
vant, Jacob’s. It is a present sent to my lord,
Esau. Behold, he also is behind us.’ ”

19 He commanded also the second, and
the third, and all that followed the herds,
saying, “This is howyou shall speak to Esau,
when you find him.

20You shall say, ‘Not only that, but behold,
your servant, Jacob, is behind us.’ ” For, he
said, “I will appease him with the present
that goes before me, and afterward I will
see his face. Perhaps he will accept me.”

21 So the present passed over before him,
and he himself stayed that night in the
camp.

22 He rose up that night, and took his
two wives, and his two servants, and his
elevensons, andcrossedover the fordof the
Jabbok.

23He took them, and sent them over the
stream, and sent over that which he had.

24 Jacobwas left alone, andwrestled with
aman there until the breaking of the day.

25 When he saw that he didn’t prevail
against him, the man touched the hollow
of his thigh, and the hollow of Jacob’s thigh
was strained as he wrestled.

26 The man said, “Let me go, for the day
breaks.”
Jacob said, “I won’t let you go unless you

bless me.”
27He said to him, “What is your name?”

† 32:2: “Mahanaim” means “two camps”.
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He said, “Jacob”.
28 He said, “Your name will no longer

be called Jacob, but Israel; for you have
fought with God and with men, and have
prevailed.”

29 Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your
name.”
He said, “Why is it that you ask what my

name is?” So he blessed him there.
30 Jacob called the name of the place Pe-

niel;‡ for he said, “I have seen God face to
face, andmy life is preserved.”

31 The sun rose on him as he passed over
Peniel, and he limped because of his thigh.

32 Therefore the children of Israel don’t
eat the sinew of the hip, which is on the
hollow of the thigh, to this day, because he
touched the hollow of Jacob’s thigh in the
sinew of the hip.

33
1 Jacob lifted up his eyes, and looked,

and, behold, Esau was coming, and with
him four hundred men. He divided the
childrenbetweenLeah, Rachel, and the two
servants.

2 He put the servants and their children
in front, Leah and her children after, and
Rachel and Joseph at the rear.

3He himself passed over in front of them,
and bowed himself to the ground seven
times, until he came near to his brother.

4 Esau ran to meet him, embraced him,
fell on his neck, kissed him, and they wept.

5 He lifted up his eyes, and saw the
women and the children; and said, “Who
are these with you?”
He said, “The children whom God has

graciously given your servant.”
6 Then the servants came near with their

children, and they bowed themselves.
7 Leah also and her children came near,

and bowed themselves. After them, Joseph
came near with Rachel, and they bowed
themselves.

8Esau said, “What do youmean by all this
company which I met?”
Jacob said, “To find favour in the sight of

my lord.”
9 Esau said, “I have enough, my brother;

let that which you have be yours.”
10 Jacob said, “Please, no, if I have now

found favour in your sight, then receivemy
present at my hand, because I have seen
your face, as one sees the face of God, and
youwere pleased withme.

11Please take thegift that Ibrought toyou,
because God has dealt graciously with me,

and because I have enough.” He urged him,
and he took it.

12 Esau said, “Let’s take our journey, and
let’s go, and I will go before you.”

13 Jacob said to him, “My lord knows that
the children are tender, and that the flocks
and herds with me have their young, and if
they overdrive them one day, all the flocks
will die.

14 Please let my lord pass over before his
servant, and I will lead on gently, according
to the pace of the livestock that are before
me and according to the pace of the chil-
dren, until I come tomy lord to Seir.”

15 Esau said, “Let me now leave with you
some of the people who are withme.”
He said, “Why? Let me find favour in the

sight of my lord.”
16So Esau returned that day on hisway to

Seir.
17 Jacob travelled to Succoth, built himself

ahouse, andmade shelters forhis livestock.
Therefore the name of the place is called
Succoth.†

18 Jacob came in peace to the city of
Shechem, which is in the land of Canaan,
when he came from Paddan Aram; and
encamped before the city.

19He bought the parcel of ground where
he had spread his tent, at the hand of the
children of Hamor, Shechem’s father, for
one hundred pieces of money.

20He erected an altar there, and called it
El Elohe Israel.‡

34
1Dinah, the daughter of Leah, whom she

bore to Jacob, went out to see the daughters
of the land.

2 Shechem the son of Hamor the Hivite,
the prince of the land, saw her. He took her,
lay with her, and humbled her.

3 His soul joined to Dinah, the daughter
of Jacob, and he loved the young lady, and
spoke kindly to the young lady.

4 Shechem spoke to his father, Hamor,
saying, “Get me this young lady as a wife.”

5 Now Jacob heard that he had defiled
Dinah, his daughter; andhis sonswerewith
his livestock in the field. Jacob held his
peace until they came.

6Hamor the father of Shechem went out
to Jacob to talk with him.

7The sons of Jacob came in from the field
when they heard it. The menwere grieved,
and they were very angry, because he had
done folly in Israel in lying with Jacob’s
daughter, a thing that ought not to be done.

‡ 32:30: Peniel means “face of God”. † 33:17: succoth means shelters or booths. ‡ 33:20: El Elohe Israel means
“God, the God of Israel” or “The God of Israel is mighty”.
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8 Hamor talked with them, saying, “The
soul of my son, Shechem, longs for your
daughter. Please give her to him as a wife.

9 Make marriages with us. Give your
daughters to us, and take our daughters for
yourselves.

10 You shall dwell with us, and the land
will be before you. Live and trade in it, and
get possessions in it.”

11 Shechem said to her father and to her
brothers, “Let me find favour in your eyes,
and whatever you will tell me I will give.

12Askmeagreat amount for adowry, and
I will give whatever you ask of me, but give
me the young lady as a wife.”

13 The sons of Jacob answered Shechem
andHamorhis fatherwithdeceitwhen they
spoke, because he had defiled Dinah their
sister,

14 and said to them, “We can’t do this
thing, to give our sister to one who is uncir-
cumcised; for that is a reproach to us.

15Only on this condition will we consent
to you. If you will be as we are, that every
male of you be circumcised,

16 thenwill we give our daughters to you;
and we will take your daughters to us, and
wewill dwell with you, andwewill become
one people.

17 But if you will not listen to us and be
circumcised, then we will take our sister,†
andwewill be gone.”

18 Their words pleased Hamor and
Shechem, Hamor’s son.

19 The young man didn’t wait to do this
thing, because he had delight in Jacob’s
daughter, and he was honoured above all
the house of his father.

20Hamor and Shechem, his son, came to
the gate of their city, and talked with the
men of their city, saying,

21 “These men are peaceful with us.
Therefore let themlive in the landand trade
in it. For behold, the land is large enough
for them. Let’s take their daughters tous for
wives, and let’s give them our daughters.

22 Only on this condition will the men
consent to us to live with us, to become
one people, if every male amongst us is
circumcised, as they are circumcised.

23Won’t their livestock and their posses-
sions and all their animals be ours? Only
let’s give our consent to them, and they will
dwell with us.”

24All who went out of the gate of his city
listened to Hamor, and to Shechem his son;
and every male was circumcised, all who
went out of the gate of his city.

25On the third day, when they were sore,
two of Jacob’s sons, Simeon and Levi, Di-
nah’s brothers, each took his sword, came
upon the unsuspecting city, and killed all
the males.

26 They killed Hamor and Shechem, his
son, with the edge of the sword, and took
Dinah out of Shechem’s house, and went
away.

27 Jacob’s sons came on the dead, and
plundered the city, because they had de-
filed their sister.

28They took theirflocks, their herds, their
donkeys, that which was in the city, that
which was in the field,

29 and all their wealth. They took captive
all their little ones and their wives, and
took as plunder everything that was in the
house.

30 Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, “You
have troubled me, to make me odious to
the inhabitants of the land, amongst the
Canaanites and the Perizzites. I am few
in number. They will gather themselves
together against me and strike me, and I
will be destroyed, I andmy house.”

31 They said, “Should he deal with our
sister as with a prostitute?”

35
1God said to Jacob, “Arise, goup toBethel,

and live there. Make there an altar to God,
who appeared to you when you fled from
the face of Esau your brother.”

2 Then Jacob said to his household, and
to all who were with him, “Put away the
foreign gods that are amongst you, purify
yourselves, and change your garments.

3 Let’s arise, and go up to Bethel. I will
make there an altar to God, who answered
me in the day of my distress, and was with
me on the way which I went.”

4 They gave to Jacob all the foreign gods
which were in their hands, and the rings
which were in their ears; and Jacob hid
themunder theoakwhichwasbyShechem.

5 They travelled, and a terror of God was
on the cities that were around them, and
they didn’t pursue the sons of Jacob.

6 So Jacob came to Luz (that is, Bethel),
which is in the landofCanaan, heandall the
people whowere with him.

7 He built an altar there, and called the
place El Beth El; because there God was
revealed to him, when he fled from the face
of his brother.

8Deborah, Rebekah’s nurse, died, and she
wasburiedbelowBethelunder theoak; and
its namewas called Allon Bacuth.

† 34:17: Hebrew has, literally, “daughter”
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9 God appeared to Jacob again, when he
came from Paddan Aram, and blessed him.

10 God said to him, “Your name is Jacob.
Your name shall not be Jacob anymore, but
your name will be Israel.” He named him
Israel.

11 God said to him, “I am God Almighty.
Be fruitful and multiply. A nation and a
company of nations will be from you, and
kings will come out of your body.

12The land which I gave to Abraham and
Isaac, I will give it to you, and to your off-
spring after you I will give the land.”

13 God went up from him in the place
where he spoke with him.

14 Jacob set up a pillar in the place where
he spoke with him, a pillar of stone. He
poured out a drink offering on it, and
poured oil on it.

15 Jacob called the name of the place
where God spoke with him “Bethel”.

16 They travelled from Bethel. There was
still some distance to come to Ephrath, and
Rachel travailed. She had hard labour.

17When she was in hard labour, the mid-
wife said to her, “Don’t be afraid, for now
youwill have another son.”

18 As her soul was departing (for she
died), she named him Benoni,† but his fa-
ther named him Benjamin.‡

19Rachel died, andwasburied on theway
to Ephrath (also called Bethlehem).

20 Jacob set up a pillar on her grave. The
same is the Pillar of Rachel’s grave to this
day.

21 Israel travelled, and spread his tent
beyond the tower of Eder.

22While Israel lived in that land, Reuben
went and lay with Bilhah, his father’s con-
cubine, and Israel heard of it.
Now the sons of Jacob were twelve.
23The sons of Leah: Reuben (Jacob’s first-

born), Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, and
Zebulun.

24 The sons of Rachel: Joseph and Ben-
jamin.

25 The sons of Bilhah (Rachel’s servant):
Dan and Naphtali.

26 The sons of Zilpah (Leah’s servant):
Gad and Asher. These are the sons of Jacob,
who were born to him in Paddan Aram.

27 Jacob came to Isaac his father, to
Mamre, to Kiriath Arba (which is Hebron),
where Abraham and Isaac lived as foreign-
ers.

28 The days of Isaac were one hundred
and eighty years.

29 Isaac gave up the spirit and died, and
was gathered to his people, old and full of
days. Esau and Jacob, his sons, buried him.

36
1Nowthis is thehistoryof thegenerations

of Esau (that is, Edom).
2 Esau took his wives from the daughters

of Canaan: Adah the daughter of Elon, the
Hittite; and Oholibamah the daughter of
Anah, the daughter of Zibeon, the Hivite;

3 and Basemath, Ishmael’s daughter, sis-
ter of Nebaioth.

4 Adah bore to Esau Eliphaz. Basemath
bore Reuel.

5Oholibamah bore Jeush, Jalam, and Ko-
rah. These are the sons of Esau, who were
born to him in the land of Canaan.

6Esau took his wives, his sons, his daugh-
ters, and all the members of his household,
withhis livestock, all his animals, andall his
possessions, which he had gathered in the
land of Canaan, and went into a land away
from his brother Jacob.

7 For their substance was too great for
them to dwell together, and the land of their
travels couldn’t bear them because of their
livestock.

8 Esau lived in the hill country of Seir.
Esau is Edom.

9 This is the history of the generations of
Esau the father of the Edomites in the hill
country of Seir:

10 these are the names of Esau’s sons:
Eliphaz, the son of Adah, the wife of Esau;
and Reuel, the son of Basemath, the wife of
Esau.

11The sons of Eliphazwere Teman, Omar,
Zepho, and Gatam, and Kenaz.

12 Timna was concubine to Eliphaz,
Esau’s son; and she bore to Eliphaz Amalek.
These are the descendants of Adah, Esau’s
wife.

13 These are the sons of Reuel: Nahath,
Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah. These were
the descendants of Basemath, Esau’s wife.

14Thesewere the sonsofOholibamah, the
daughter of Anah, the daughter of Zibeon,
Esau’s wife: she bore to Esau Jeush, Jalam,
and Korah.

15These are the chiefs of the sons of Esau:
the sons of Eliphaz the firstborn of Esau:
chief Teman, chief Omar, chief Zepho, chief
Kenaz,

16chiefKorah, chiefGatam, chiefAmalek.
These are the chiefs who came of Eliphaz
in the land of Edom. These are the sons of
Adah.

17These are the sons of Reuel, Esau’s son:
chief Nahath, chief Zerah, chief Shammah,
chief Mizzah. These are the chiefs who
came of Reuel in the land of Edom. These
are the sons of Basemath, Esau’s wife.

† 35:18: “Benoni” means “son of my trouble”. ‡ 35:18: “Benjamin” means “son of my right hand”.
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18 These are the sons of Oholibamah,
Esau’s wife: chief Jeush, chief Jalam, chief
Korah. These are the chiefs who came of
Oholibamah the daughter of Anah, Esau’s
wife.

19 These are the sons of Esau (that is,
Edom), and these are their chiefs.

20 These are the sons of Seir the Horite,
the inhabitants of the land: Lotan, Shobal,
Zibeon, Anah,

21Dishon, Ezer, andDishan. These are the
chiefswhocameof theHorites, the children
of Seir in the land of Edom.

22 The children of Lotan were Hori and
Heman. Lotan’s sister was Timna.

23 These are the children of Shobal: Al-
van, Manahath, Ebal, Shepho, and Onam.

24 These are the children of Zibeon: Aiah
and Anah. This is Anah who found the
hot springs in the wilderness, as he fed the
donkeys of Zibeon his father.

25These are the children of Anah: Dishon
and Oholibamah, the daughter of Anah.

26These are the children of Dishon: Hem-
dan, Eshban, Ithran, and Cheran.

27 These are the children of Ezer: Bilhan,
Zaavan, and Akan.

28 These are the children of Dishan: Uz
and Aran.

29 These are the chiefs who came of the
Horites: chief Lotan, chief Shobal, chief
Zibeon, chief Anah,

30 chief Dishon, chief Ezer, and chief Dis-
han. These are the chiefs who came of the
Horites, according to their chiefs in the land
of Seir.

31These are the kings who reigned in the
land of Edom, before any king reigned over
the children of Israel.

32Bela, the son of Beor, reigned in Edom.
The name of his city was Dinhabah.

33 Bela died, and Jobab, the son of Zerah
of Bozrah, reigned in his place.

34 Jobab died, and Husham of the land of
the Temanites reigned in his place.

35 Husham died, and Hadad, the son of
Bedad, who struck Midian in the field of
Moab, reigned in his place. The name of his
city was Avith.

36 Hadad died, and Samlah of Masrekah
reigned in his place.

37Samlah died, and Shaul of Rehoboth by
the river, reigned in his place.

38 Shaul died, and Baal Hanan the son of
Achbor reigned in his place.

39 Baal Hanan the son of Achbor died,
and Hadar reigned in his place. The name
of his city was Pau. His wife’s name was
Mehetabel, the daughter of Matred, the
daughter of Mezahab.

40 These are the names of the chiefs who
came from Esau, according to their fami-
lies, after their places, and by their names:
chief Timna, chief Alvah, chief Jetheth,

41 chief Oholibamah, chief Elah, chief
Pinon,

42 chief Kenaz, chief Teman, chief Mibzar,
43 chief Magdiel, and chief Iram. These

are the chiefs of Edom, according to their
habitations in the land of their possession.
This is Esau, the father of the Edomites.

37
1 Jacob lived in the land of his father’s

travels, in the land of Canaan.
2 This is the history of the generations

of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years
old, was feeding the flockwith his brothers.
He was a boy with the sons of Bilhah and
Zilpah, his father’s wives. Joseph brought
an evil report of them to their father.

3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than all
his children, because he was the son of his
old age, and he made him a tunic of many
colours.

4His brothers saw that their father loved
him more than all his brothers, and they
hated him, and couldn’t speak peaceably to
him.

5 Joseph dreamt a dream, and he told it
to his brothers, and they hated him all the
more.

6He said to them, “Please hear this dream
which I have dreamt:

7 for behold, we were binding sheaves
in the field, and behold, my sheaf arose
and also stood upright; and behold, your
sheaves came around, and bowed down to
my sheaf.”

8 His brothers asked him, “Will you in-
deed reign over us? Will you indeed have
dominion over us?” They hated him all the
more for his dreams and for his words.

9He dreamt yet another dream, and told
it to his brothers, and said, “Behold, I have
dreamt yet another dream: and behold, the
sun and the moon and eleven stars bowed
down tome.”

10He told it to his father and to his broth-
ers. His father rebuked him, and said to
him, “What is this dream that you have
dreamt? Will I and your mother and your
brothers indeed come to bow ourselves
down to the earth before you?”

11His brothers envied him, but his father
kept this saying inmind.

12His brothers went to feed their father’s
flock in Shechem.

13 Israel said to Joseph, “Aren’t your
brothers feeding the flock in Shechem?
Come, and I will send you to them.” He said
to him, “Here I am.”
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14 He said to him, “Go now, see whether
it is well with your brothers, and well with
the flock; and bring me word again.” So he
sent himout of the valley of Hebron, and he
came to Shechem.

15A certain man found him, and behold,
he was wandering in the field. The man
asked him, “What are you looking for?”

16He said, “I am looking for my brothers.
Tell me, please, where they are feeding the
flock.”

17The man said, “They have left here, for
I heard them say, ‘Let’s go to Dothan.’ ”
Josephwent after his brothers, and found

them in Dothan.
18 They saw him afar off, and before he

came near to them, they conspired against
him to kill him.

19 They said to one another, “Behold, this
dreamer comes.

20Come now therefore, and let’s kill him,
andcast him intooneof thepits, andwewill
say, ‘An evil animal has devoured him.’ We
will see what will become of his dreams.”

21Reuben heard it, and delivered him out
of their hand, and said, “Let’s not take his
life.”

22 Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood.
Throwhim into this pit that is in thewilder-
ness, but lay no hand on him”—that he
might deliver him out of their hand, to re-
store him to his father.

23When Joseph came tohis brothers, they
stripped Joseph of his tunic, the tunic of
many colours that was on him;

24 and they took him, and threw him into
the pit. The pit was empty. There was no
water in it.

25 They sat down to eat bread, and they
lifted up their eyes and looked, and saw a
caravanof Ishmaelites coming fromGilead,
with their camels bearing spices and balm
andmyrrh, going to carry it down to Egypt.

26 Judah said to his brothers, “What profit
is it if we kill our brother and conceal his
blood?

27 Come, and let’s sell him to the Ish-
maelites, and not let our hand be on him;
for he is our brother, our flesh.” His broth-
ers listened to him.

28 Midianites who were merchants
passed by, and they drew and lifted up
Joseph out of the pit, and sold Joseph to the
Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver. The
merchants brought Joseph into Egypt.

29 Reuben returned to the pit, and saw
that Josephwasn’t in the pit; and he tore his
clothes.

30 He returned to his brothers, and said,
“The child is no more; and I, where will I
go?”

31 They took Joseph’s tunic, and killed
a male goat, and dipped the tunic in the
blood.

32 They took the tunic of many colours,
and they brought it to their father, and said,
“We have found this. Examine it, now, and
see if it is your son’s tunic or not.”

33 He recognised it, and said, “It is my
son’s tunic. An evil animal has devoured
him. Joseph is without doubt torn in
pieces.”

34 Jacob torehis clothes, andput sackcloth
onhiswaist, andmourned for his sonmany
days.

35 All his sons and all his daughters rose
up to comfort him, but he refused to be
comforted. He said, “For I will go down to
Sheol† to my son, mourning.” His father
wept for him.

36 The Midianites sold him into Egypt to
Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh’s, the cap-
tain of the guard.

38
1At that time, Judah went down from his

brothers, and visited a certain Adullamite,
whose namewas Hirah.

2 There, Judah saw the daughter of a cer-
tain Canaanite man named Shua. He took
her, and went in to her.

3 She conceived, and bore a son; and he
named him Er.

4 She conceived again, and bore a son;
and she named him Onan.

5Sheyet againborea son, andnamedhim
Shelah. He was at Chezib when she bore
him.

6 Judah took a wife for Er, his firstborn,
and her namewas Tamar.

7 Er, Judah’s firstborn, was wicked in the
LORD’s sight. So the LORD killed him.

8 Judah said to Onan, “Go in to your
brother’s wife, and perform the duty of a
husband’s brother to her, and raise up off-
spring for your brother.”

9Onan knew that the offspring wouldn’t
be his; andwhen hewent in to his brother’s
wife, he spilled his semen on the ground,
lest he should give offspring to his brother.

10 The thing which he did was evil in the
LORD’s sight, and he killed him also.

11 Then Judah said to Tamar, his
daughter-in-law, “Remain a widow in your
father’s house, until Shelah, my son, is
grown up;” for he said, “Lest he also die,
like his brothers.” Tamar went and lived in
her father’s house.

† 37:35: Sheol is the place of the dead.
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12 After many days, Shua’s daughter, the
wife of Judah, died. Judah was comforted,
and went up to his sheep shearers to Tim-
nah, he and his friend Hirah, the Adul-
lamite.

13 Tamar was told, “Behold, your father-
in-law is going up to Timnah to shear his
sheep.”

14 She took off the garments of her wid-
owhood, and covered herself with her veil,
and wrapped herself, and sat in the gate of
Enaim, which is on the way to Timnah; for
she saw that Shelah was grown up, and she
wasn’t given to him as a wife.

15 When Judah saw her, he thought that
she was a prostitute, for she had covered
her face.

16He turned to her by the way, and said,
“Please come, let me come in to you,” for he
didn’t know that she was his daughter-in-
law.
She said, “Whatwill you giveme, that you

may come in to me?”
17He said, “I will send you a young goat

from the flock.”
She said, “Will you giveme a pledge, until

you send it?”
18He said, “What pledge will I give you?”
She said, “Your signet and your cord, and

your staff that is in your hand.”
He gave them to her, and came in to her,

and she conceived by him.
19 She arose, and went away, and put off

her veil from her, and put on the garments
of her widowhood.

20 Judah sent the young goat by the hand
of his friend, the Adullamite, to receive
the pledge from the woman’s hand, but he
didn’t find her.

21 Then he asked the men of her place,
saying, “Where is the prostitute, that was at
Enaim by the road?”
They said, “There has been no prostitute

here.”
22 He returned to Judah, and said, “I

haven’t found her; and also the men of the
place said, ‘There has been no prostitute
here.’ ”

23 Judah said, “Let her keep it, lest we be
shamed. Behold, I sent this young goat, and
you haven’t found her.”

24 About three months later, Judah was
told, “Tamar, your daughter-in-law, has
played the prostitute. Moreover, behold,
she is with child by prostitution.”
Judah said, “Bring her out, and let her be

burnt.”
25When she was brought out, she sent to

her father-in-law, saying, “I am with child
by the manwho owns these.” She also said,

“Pleasediscernwhose these are—the signet,
and the cords, and the staff.”

26 Judah acknowledged them, and said,
“She is more righteous than I, because I
didn’t give her to Shelah, my son.”
He knew her again nomore.
27 In the time of her travail, behold, twins

were in her womb.
28Whenshe travailed, oneput out ahand,

and the midwife took and tied a scarlet
thread on his hand, saying, “This came out
first.”

29 As he drew back his hand, behold, his
brother came out, and she said, “Why have
youmadeabreach foryourself?” Therefore
his namewas called Perez.†

30 Afterward his brother came out, who
had the scarlet thread on his hand, and his
namewas called Zerah.‡

39
1 Joseph was brought down to Egypt.

Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh’s, the cap-
tain of the guard, an Egyptian, bought him
from the hand of the Ishmaelites that had
brought him down there.

2 The LORD was with Joseph, and he was
a prosperous man. He was in the house of
his master the Egyptian.

3His master saw that the LORD was with
him, and that the LORDmade all that he did
prosper in his hand.

4 Joseph found favour in his sight. He
ministered to him, and Potiphar made him
overseer over his house, and all that he had
he put into his hand.

5 From the time that he made him over-
seer in his house, and over all that he had,
the LORD blessed the Egyptian’s house for
Joseph’s sake. The LORD’s blessing was on
all that he had, in the house and in the field.

6He left all that he had in Joseph’s hand.
He didn’t concern himself with anything,
except for the food which he ate.
Joseph was well-built and handsome.
7 After these things, his master’s wife set

her eyes on Joseph; and she said, “Lie with
me.”

8 But he refused, and said to his mas-
ter’swife, “Behold,mymaster doesn’t know
what iswithme in thehouse, andhehasput
all that he has into my hand.

9 No one is greater in this house than I
am, andhehas not kept back anything from
me but you, because you are his wife. How
then can I do this great wickedness, and sin
against God?”

10 As she spoke to Joseph day by day, he
didn’t listen to her, to lie byher, or to bewith
her.

† 38:29: Perez means “breaking out”. ‡ 38:30: Zerahmeans “scarlet” or “brightness”.
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11About this time, hewent into the house
to do his work, and there were none of the
men of the house inside.

12 She caught him by his garment, saying,
“Lie withme!”
He left his garment in her hand, and ran

outside.
13When she saw that he had left his gar-

ment in her hand, and had run outside,
14 she called to the men of her house,

and spoke to them, saying, “Behold, he has
brought a Hebrew in to us to mock us. He
came in to me to lie with me, and I cried
with a loud voice.

15Whenhe heard that I lifted upmyvoice
and cried, he left his garment by me, and
ran outside.”

16She laid up his garment by her, until his
master came home.

17 She spoke to him according to these
words, saying, “TheHebrewservant,whom
you have brought to us, came in to me to
mockme,

18and as I lifted upmy voice and cried, he
left his garment byme, and ran outside.”

19Whenhismasterheard thewordsofhis
wife, which she spoke to him, saying, “This
is what your servant did to me,” his wrath
was kindled.

20 Joseph’s master took him, and put him
into the prison, the place where the king’s
prisoners were bound, and he was there in
custody.

21 But the LORD was with Joseph, and
showed kindness to him, and gave him
favour in the sight of the keeper of the
prison.

22 The keeper of the prison committed to
Joseph’s hand all the prisonerswhowere in
theprison. Whatever theydid there, hewas
responsible for it.

23 The keeper of the prison didn’t look
after anything that was under his hand,
because the LORD was with him; and that
which he did, the LORDmade it prosper.

40
1After these things, the butler of the king

of Egypt and his baker offended their lord,
the king of Egypt.

2Pharaohwasangrywithhis twoofficers,
the chief cup bearer and the chief baker.

3He put them in custody in the house of
the captain of the guard, into the prison, the
place where Joseph was bound.

4 The captain of the guard assigned them
to Joseph, and he took care of them. They
stayed in prisonmany days.

5Theybothdreamtadream, eachmanhis
dream, in one night, each man according
to the interpretation of his dream, the cup

bearer and the baker of the king of Egypt,
who were bound in the prison.

6 Joseph came in to them in the morning,
and saw them, and saw that they were sad.

7 He asked Pharaoh’s officers who were
with him in custody in his master’s house,
saying, “Why do you look so sad today?”

8 They said to him, “We have dreamt a
dream, and there is no one who can inter-
pret it.”
Joseph said to them, “Don’t interpreta-

tions belong to God? Please tell it to me.”
9 The chief cup bearer told his dream

to Joseph, and said to him, “In my dream,
behold, a vine was in front of me,

10and in the vine were three branches. It
was as though it budded, it blossomed, and
its clusters produced ripe grapes.

11 Pharaoh’s cup was in my hand; and
I took the grapes, and pressed them into
Pharaoh’s cup, and I gave the cup into
Pharaoh’s hand.”

12 Joseph said to him, “This is its interpre-
tation: the three branches are three days.

13Within three more days, Pharaoh will
lift up your head, and restore you to your
office. You will give Pharaoh’s cup into his
hand, the way you did when you were his
cup bearer.

14But remember me when it is well with
you. Please showkindness tome, andmake
mentionofme toPharaoh, andbringmeout
of this house.

15For indeed, I was stolen away out of the
land of the Hebrews, and here also I have
done nothing that they should put me into
the dungeon.”

16When the chief baker saw that the in-
terpretation was good, he said to Joseph, “I
also was in my dream, and behold, three
baskets of white bread were onmy head.

17 In the uppermost basket there were
all kinds of baked food for Pharaoh, and
the birds ate them out of the basket on my
head.”

18 Joseph answered, “This is its interpre-
tation. The three baskets are three days.

19Within three more days, Pharaoh will
lift upyourhead fromoffyou, andwill hang
you on a tree; and the birds will eat your
flesh from off you.”

20On the third day, which was Pharaoh’s
birthday, he made a feast for all his ser-
vants, and he lifted up the head of the chief
cup bearer and the head of the chief baker
amongst his servants.

21He restored the chief cup bearer to his
position again, and he gave the cup into
Pharaoh’s hand;

22 but he hanged the chief baker, as
Joseph had interpreted to them.
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23 Yet the chief cup bearer didn’t remem-
ber Joseph, but forgot him.

41
1 At the end of two full years, Pharaoh

dreamt, and behold, he stood by the river.
2 Behold, seven cattle came up out of the

river. They were sleek and fat, and they fed
in themarsh grass.

3Behold, seven other cattle came up after
them out of the river, ugly and thin, and
stood by the other cattle on the brink of the
river.

4The ugly and thin cattle ate up the seven
sleek and fat cattle. So Pharaoh awoke.

5He slept and dreamt a second time; and
behold, seven heads of grain came up on
one stalk, healthy and good.

6 Behold, seven heads of grain, thin and
blasted with the east wind, sprung up after
them.

7 The thin heads of grain swallowed up
the seven healthy and full ears. Pharaoh
awoke, and behold, it was a dream.

8 In the morning, his spirit was troubled,
and he sent and called for all of Egypt’s ma-
gicians and wise men. Pharaoh told them
his dreams, but therewasnoonewho could
interpret them to Pharaoh.

9 Then the chief cup bearer spoke to
Pharaoh, saying, “I remember my faults
today.

10 Pharaoh was angry with his servants,
and put me in custody in the house of the
captain of the guard, with the chief baker.

11 We dreamt a dream in one night, he
and I. Each man dreamt according to the
interpretation of his dream.

12Therewaswithus there a youngman, a
Hebrew, servant to the captain of the guard,
and we told him, and he interpreted to us
our dreams. He interpreted to each man
according to his dream.

13 As he interpreted to us, so it was. He
restored me to my office, and he hanged
him.”

14 Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph,
and they brought him hastily out of the
dungeon. He shaved himself, changed his
clothing, and came in to Pharaoh.

15Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I have dreamt
a dream, and there is no onewho can inter-
pret it. I haveheard it saidof you, thatwhen
you hear a dream you can interpret it.”

16 Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, “It
isn’t in me. God will give Pharaoh an an-
swer of peace.”

17Pharaohspoke to Joseph, “Inmydream,
behold, I stood on the brink of the river;

18 and behold, seven fat and sleek cattle
came up out of the river. They fed in the
marsh grass;

19and behold, seven other cattle came up
after them, poor and very ugly and thin,
such as I never saw in all the land of Egypt
for ugliness.

20The thin and ugly cattle ate up the first
seven fat cattle;

21 and when they had eaten them up,
it couldn’t be known that they had eaten
them, but they were still ugly, as at the
beginning. So I awoke.

22 I saw in my dream, and behold, seven
heads of grain came up on one stalk, full
and good;

23and behold, seven heads of grain, with-
ered, thin, and blasted with the east wind,
sprung up after them.

24 The thin heads of grain swallowed up
the seven goodheads of grain. I told it to the
magicians, but there was no one who could
explain it to me.”

25 Joseph said to Pharaoh, “The dream of
Pharaoh is one. What God is about to do he
has declared to Pharaoh.

26 The seven good cattle are seven years;
and the sevengoodheads of grain are seven
years. The dream is one.

27 The seven thin and ugly cattle that
came up after them are seven years, and
also the seven empty heads of grain blasted
with the east wind; theywill be seven years
of famine.

28That is the thingwhich I have spoken to
Pharaoh. God has shown Pharaoh what he
is about to do.

29 Behold, seven years of great plenty
throughout all the landofEgypt are coming.

30 Seven years of famine will arise after
them, and all the plenty will be forgotten in
the land of Egypt. The faminewill consume
the land,

31 and the plenty will not be known in
the land by reason of that famine which
follows; for it will be very grievous.

32 The dream was doubled to Pharaoh,
because the thing is establishedbyGod, and
Godwill shortly bring it to pass.

33 “Now therefore let Pharaoh look for a
discreet andwiseman, and set himover the
land of Egypt.

34 Let Pharaoh do this, and let him ap-
point overseers over the land, and take up
the fifth part of the land of Egypt’s produce
in the seven plenteous years.

35 Let them gather all the food of these
goodyears that come, andstoregrainunder
the hand of Pharaoh for food in the cities,
and let them keep it.

36 The food will be to supply the land
against the seven years of famine, which
will be in the land of Egypt; so that the land
will not perish through the famine.”
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37 The thing was good in the eyes of
Pharaoh, and in the eyes of all his servants.

38 Pharaoh said to his servants, “Can we
find suchaoneas this, aman inwhom is the
Spirit of God?”

39 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Because God
has shown you all of this, there is no one so
discreet and wise as you.

40You shall be overmyhouse. Allmy peo-
ple will be ruled according to your word.
Only in the throne I will be greater than
you.”

41Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Behold, I have
set you over all the land of Egypt.”

42 Pharaoh took off his signet ring from
his hand, and put it on Joseph’s hand, and
arrayed him in robes of fine linen, and put
a gold chain about his neck.

43Hemade him ride in the second chariot
which he had. They cried before him, “Bow
the knee!” He set him over all the land of
Egypt.

44Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I am Pharaoh.
Without you, no man shall lift up his hand
or his foot in all the land of Egypt.”

45 Pharaoh called Joseph’s name
Zaphenath-Paneah. He gave him Asenath,
the daughter of Potiphera priest of On as
a wife. Joseph went out over the land of
Egypt.

46 Joseph was thirty years old when he
stood before Pharaoh king of Egypt. Joseph
went out from thepresenceof Pharaoh, and
went throughout all the land of Egypt.

47 In the seven plenteous years the earth
produced abundantly.

48He gathered up all the food of the seven
years which were in the land of Egypt, and
laid up the food in the cities. He stored food
in each city from the fields around that city.

49 Joseph laid up grain as the sand of the
sea, very much, until he stopped counting,
for it was without number.

50 To Joseph were born two sons before
the year of famine came, whom Asenath,
the daughter of Potiphera priest of On, bore
to him.

51 Joseph called the name of the firstborn
Manasseh,† “For”, he said, “God has made
me forget all my toil, and all my father’s
house.”

52 The name of the second, he called
Ephraim:‡ “ForGodhasmademe fruitful in
the land of my affliction.”

53 The seven years of plenty, that were in
the land of Egypt, came to an end.

54 The seven years of famine began to
come, just as Joseph had said. There was

famine in all lands, but in all the land of
Egypt there was bread.

55 When all the land of Egypt was fam-
ished, the people cried to Pharaoh for
bread, and Pharaoh said to all the Egyp-
tians, “Go to Joseph. What he says to you,
do.”

56 The famine was over all the surface
of the earth. Joseph opened all the store
houses, and sold to the Egyptians. The
famine was severe in the land of Egypt.

57 All countries came into Egypt, to
Joseph, to buy grain, because the famine
was severe in all the earth.

42
1 Now Jacob saw that there was grain in

Egypt, and Jacob said to his sons, “Why do
you look at one another?”

2He said, “Behold, I have heard that there
is grain in Egypt. Go down there, and buy
for us from there, so that we may live, and
not die.”

3 Joseph’s ten brothers went down to buy
grain from Egypt.

4But Jacobdidn’t sendBenjamin, Joseph’s
brother, with his brothers; for he said, “Lest
perhaps harm happen to him.”

5 The sons of Israel came to buy amongst
those who came, for the famine was in the
land of Canaan.

6 Joseph was the governor over the land.
It was he who sold to all the people of the
land. Joseph’s brothers came, and bowed
themselves down to himwith their faces to
the earth.

7 Joseph saw his brothers, and he recog-
nised them, but acted like a stranger to
them, and spoke roughly with them. He
said to them, “Where did you come from?”
They said, “From the land of Canaan, to

buy food.”
8 Joseph recognised his brothers, but they

didn’t recognise him.
9 Joseph remembered the dreams which

he dreamt about them, and said to them,
“You are spies! You have come to see the
nakedness of the land.”

10They said tohim, “No,my lord, but your
servants have come to buy food.

11We are all one man’s sons; we are hon-
est men. Your servants are not spies.”

12 He said to them, “No, but you have
come to see the nakedness of the land!”

13 They said, “We, your servants, are
twelve brothers, the sons of oneman in the
land of Canaan; and behold, the youngest is
today with our father, and one is nomore.”

14 Joseph said to them, “It is like I told you,
saying, ‘You are spies!’

† 41:51: “Manasseh” sounds like the Hebrew for “forget”. ‡ 41:52: “Ephraim” sounds like the Hebrew for “twice
fruitful”.
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15 By this you shall be tested. By the life
of Pharaoh, you shall not go out from here,
unless your youngest brother comes here.

16 Send one of you, and let him get your
brother, and you shall be bound, that your
wordsmaybe tested, whether there is truth
in you, or else by the life of Pharaoh surely
you are spies.”

17 He put them all together into custody
for three days.

18 Joseph said to them the third day, “Do
this, and live, for I fear God.

19 If you are honest men, then let one of
your brothers be bound in your prison; but
you go, carry grain for the famine of your
houses.

20 Bring your youngest brother to me; so
will your words be verified, and you won’t
die.”
They did so.
21 They said to one another, “We are cer-

tainly guilty concerning our brother, in that
we saw the distress of his soul, when he
begged us, and we wouldn’t listen. There-
fore this distress has come upon us.”

22Reubenanswered them, saying, “Didn’t
I tell you, saying, ‘Don’t sin against the
child,’ and you wouldn’t listen? Therefore
also, behold, his blood is required.”

23 They didn’t know that Joseph under-
stood them; for there was an interpreter
between them.

24 He turned himself away from them,
and wept. Then he returned to them,
and spoke to them, and took Simeon from
amongst them, and bound him before their
eyes.

25 Then Joseph gave a command to fill
their bags with grain, and to restore each
man’smoney intohis sack, and to give them
food for the way. So it was done to them.

26 They loaded their donkeys with their
grain, and departed from there.

27As one of them opened his sack to give
his donkey food in the lodging place, he saw
his money. Behold, it was in the mouth of
his sack.

28 He said to his brothers, “My money is
restored! Behold, it is in my sack!” Their
hearts failed them, and they turned trem-
bling to one another, saying, “What is this
that God has done to us?”

29 They came to Jacob their father, to the
land of Canaan, and told him all that had
happened to them, saying,

30 “The man, the lord of the land, spoke
roughlywith us, and took us for spies of the
country.

31Wesaid tohim, ‘Wearehonestmen. We
are no spies.

32 We are twelve brothers, sons of our
father; one is no more, and the youngest is
todaywithour father in the landofCanaan.’

33Theman, the lord of the land, said to us,
‘By this Iwill knowthat youarehonestmen:
leave one of your brothers with me, and
take grain for the famine of your houses,
and go your way.

34 Bring your youngest brother to me.
Then I will know that you are not spies, but
that you are honest men. So I will deliver
your brother to you, and you shall trade in
the land.’ ”

35 As they emptied their sacks, behold,
each man’s bundle of money was in his
sack. When they and their father saw their
bundles of money, they were afraid.

36 Jacob, their father, said to them, “You
have bereavedmeofmy children! Joseph is
no more, Simeon is no more, and you want
to take Benjamin away. All these things are
against me.”

37Reuben spoke to his father, saying, “Kill
my two sons, if I don’t bring him to you.
Entrust him tomy care, and Iwill bring him
to you again.”

38He said, “Myson shall not godownwith
you; for his brother is dead, and he only is
left. If harm happens to him along the way
in which you go, then you will bring down
my grey hairs with sorrow to Sheol.”†

43
1The famine was severe in the land.
2When theyhadeatenup the grainwhich

they had brought out of Egypt, their father
said to them, “Go again, buy us a little more
food.”

3 Judah spoke to him, saying, “The man
solemnly warned us, saying, ‘You shall not
see my face, unless your brother is with
you.’

4 If you’ll send our brother with us, we’ll
go down and buy you food;

5 but if you don’t send him, we won’t go
down, for the man said to us, ‘You shall not
see my face, unless your brother is with
you.’ ”

6 Israel said, “Why did you treat me so
badly, telling theman that you had another
brother?”

7They said, “The man asked directly con-
cerning ourselves, and concerning our rel-
atives, saying, ‘Is your father still alive?
Have you another brother?’ We just an-
swered his questions. Is there any way we
could know that he would say, ‘Bring your
brother down’?”

8 Judah said to Israel, his father, “Send the
boywithme, andwe’ll get up and go, so that

† 42:38: Sheol is the place of the dead.
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wemay live, and not die, both we, and you,
and also our little ones.

9 I’ll be collateral for him. Frommy hand
will you require him. If I don’t bring him
to you, and set him before you, then let me
bear the blame forever;

10 for if we hadn’t delayed, surely we
would have returned a second time by
now.”

11 Their father, Israel, said to them, “If
it must be so, then do this: Take from the
choice fruits of the land in your bags, and
carry down a present for the man, a little
balm, a little honey, spices andmyrrh, nuts,
and almonds;

12 and take double money in your hand,
and take back themoney that was returned
in the mouth of your sacks. Perhaps it was
an oversight.

13 Take your brother also, get up, and
return to theman.

14May God Almighty give you mercy be-
fore the man, that he may release to you
your other brother and Benjamin. If I am
bereaved of my children, I am bereaved.”

15 The men took that present, and they
took double money in their hand, and Ben-
jamin; and got up, went down to Egypt, and
stood before Joseph.

16When Joseph sawBenjaminwith them,
he said to the steward of his house, “Bring
the men into the house, and butcher an
animal, and prepare; for the men will dine
withme at noon.”

17 The man did as Joseph commanded,
and the man brought the men to Joseph’s
house.

18 The men were afraid, because they
were brought to Joseph’s house; and they
said, “Because of the money that was re-
turned in our sacks the first time, we’re
brought in; that he may seek occasion
against us, attack us, and seize us as slaves,
along with our donkeys.”

19 They came near to the steward of
Joseph’s house, and they spoke to himat the
door of the house,

20and said, “Oh,my lord, we indeed came
down the first time to buy food.

21Whenwe came to the lodging place, we
opened our sacks, and behold, each man’s
money was in the mouth of his sack, our
money in full weight. We have brought it
back in our hand.

22Wehave brought down othermoney in
our hand to buy food. We don’t know who
put ourmoney in our sacks.”

23 He said, “Peace be to you. Don’t be
afraid. Your God, and the God of your fa-
ther, has given you treasure in your sacks. I
received your money.” He brought Simeon
out to them.

24Theman brought themen into Joseph’s
house, and gave them water, and they
washed their feet. He gave their donkeys
fodder.

25They prepared the present for Joseph’s
coming at noon, for they heard that they
should eat bread there.

26When Joseph camehome, they brought
him the present which was in their hand
into the house, and bowed themselves
down to the earth before him.

27 He asked them of their welfare, and
said, “Is your father well, the old man of
whom you spoke? Is he yet alive?”

28 They said, “Your servant, our father, is
well. He is still alive.” They bowed down
humbly.

29 He lifted up his eyes, and saw Ben-
jamin, his brother, his mother’s son, and
said, “Is this your youngest brother, of
whom you spoke to me?” He said, “God be
gracious to you, my son.”

30 Joseph hurried, for his heart yearned
over his brother; and he sought a place to
weep. He entered into his room, and wept
there.

31 He washed his face, and came out.
He controlled himself, and said, “Serve the
meal.”

32 They served him by himself, and them
by themselves, and the Egyptians who ate
with him by themselves, because the Egyp-
tians don’t eat with the Hebrews, for that is
an abomination to the Egyptians.

33 They sat before him, the firstborn ac-
cording to his birthright, and the youngest
according to his youth, and the men mar-
velled with one another.

34 He sent portions to them from before
him, but Benjamin’s portion was five times
as much as any of theirs. They drank, and
weremerry with him.

44
1 He commanded the steward of his

house, saying, “Fill the men’s sacks with
food, as much as they can carry, and put
eachman’s money in his sack’s mouth.

2 Put my cup, the silver cup, in the
sack’smouth of the youngest, with his grain
money.” He did according to the word that
Joseph had spoken.

3 As soon as the morning was light, the
men were sent away, they and their don-
keys.

4 When they had gone out of the city,
and were not yet far off, Joseph said to his
steward, “Up, follow after the men. When
you overtake them, ask them, ‘Why have
you rewarded evil for good?
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5 Isn’t this that from which my lord
drinks, and by which he indeed divines?
You have done evil in so doing.’ ”

6 He overtook them, and he spoke these
words to them.

7 They said to him, “Why does my lord
speak such words as these? Far be it from
your servants that they should do such a
thing!

8 Behold, the money, which we found in
our sacks’ mouths, we brought again to you
out of the land of Canaan. How then should
we steal silver or gold out of your lord’s
house?

9 With whomever of your servants it is
found, let him die, and we also will be my
lord’s slaves.”

10He said, “Now also let it be according to
your words. He with whom it is found will
be my slave; and youwill be blameless.”

11 Then they hurried, and each man took
his sack down to the ground, and eachman
opened his sack.

12He searched, beginningwith the oldest,
and ending at the youngest. The cup was
found in Benjamin’s sack.

13 Then they tore their clothes, and each
man loaded his donkey, and returned to the
city.

14 Judahandhisbrothers came to Joseph’s
house, and he was still there. They fell on
the ground before him.

15 Joseph said to them, “What deed is this
that you have done? Don’t you know that
such aman as I can indeed do divination?”

16 Judah said, “What will we tell my lord?
What will we speak? How will we clear
ourselves? God has found out the iniquity
of your servants. Behold, we are my lord’s
slaves, both we and he also in whose hand
the cup is found.”

17He said, “Far be it fromme that I should
do so. The man in whose hand the cup is
found, he will be my slave; but as for you,
go up in peace to your father.”

18Then Judah camenear to him, and said,
“Oh, my lord, please let your servant speak
a word in my lord’s ears, and don’t let your
anger burn against your servant; for you
are even as Pharaoh.

19 My lord asked his servants, saying,
‘Have you a father, or a brother?’

20We said to my lord, ‘We have a father,
an oldman, and a child of his old age, a little
one; andhis brother is dead, andhe alone is
left of hismother; and his father loves him.’

21 You said to your servants, ‘Bring him
down tome, that I may set my eyes on him.’

22We said tomy lord, ‘The boy can’t leave
his father, for if he should leave his father,
his father would die.’

23 You said to your servants, ‘Unless your
youngest brother comes down with you,
you will see my face nomore.’

24When we came up to your servant my
father, we told him the words of my lord.

25Our father said, ‘Go again and buy us a
little food.’

26 We said, ‘We can’t go down. If our
youngest brother is with us, thenwewill go
down: for we may not see the man’s face,
unless our youngest brother is with us.’

27Your servant, my father, said to us, ‘You
know that mywife boreme two sons.

28 One went out from me, and I said,
“Surely he is torn in pieces;” and I haven’t
seen him since.

29 If you take this one also from me, and
harm happens to him, you will bring down
my grey hairs with sorrow to Sheol.’†

30 Now therefore when I come to your
servant my father, and the boy is not with
us; sincehis life is boundup in theboy’s life;

31 it will happen, when he sees that the
boy is no more, that he will die. Your ser-
vantswill bringdown the greyhairs of your
servant, our father, with sorrow to Sheol.‡

32 For your servant became collateral for
the boy tomy father, saying, ‘If I don’t bring
him to you, then I will bear the blame tomy
father forever.’

33Now therefore, please let your servant
stay instead of the boy, my lord’s slave; and
let the boy go upwith his brothers.

34 For how will I go up to my father, if the
boy isn’t with me?—lest I see the evil that
will come onmy father.”

45
1Then Joseph couldn’t control himself be-

fore all those who stood before him, and he
called out, “Cause everyone to go out from
me!” No one else stood with him, while
Josephmadehimself knowntohisbrothers.

2 He wept aloud. The Egyptians heard,
and the house of Pharaoh heard.

3 Joseph said tohis brothers, “I am Joseph!
Does my father still live?”
His brothers couldn’t answer him; for

they were terrified at his presence.
4 Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near

to me, please.”
They came near. He said, “I am Joseph,

your brother, whom you sold into Egypt.
5 Now don’t be grieved, nor angry with

yourselves, that you sold me here, for God
sent me before you to preserve life.

† 44:29: Sheol is the place of the dead. ‡ 44:31: Sheol is the place of the dead.
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6For these two years the famine has been
in the land, and there are yet five years, in
which there will be no ploughing and no
harvest.

7God sent me before you to preserve for
you a remnant in the earth, and to save you
alive by a great deliverance.

8 So now it wasn’t you who sent me here,
but God, and he has made me a father to
Pharaoh, lord of all his house, and ruler
over all the land of Egypt.

9Hurry, and go up to my father, and tell
him, ‘This is what your son Joseph says,
“God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come
down tome. Don’t wait.

10 You shall dwell in the land of Goshen,
and you will be near to me, you, your chil-
dren, your children’s children, your flocks,
your herds, and all that you have.

11 There I will provide for you; for there
are yet five years of famine; lest you come
topoverty, you, andyourhousehold, andall
that you have.” ’

12 Behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of
my brother Benjamin, that it is my mouth
that speaks to you.

13 You shall tell my father of all my glory
in Egypt, and of all that you have seen.
You shall hurry and bring my father down
here.”

14He fell on his brother Benjamin’s neck
andwept, and Benjamin wept on his neck.

15He kissed all his brothers, and wept on
them. After that his brothers talked with
him.

16The report of it was heard in Pharaoh’s
house, saying, “Joseph’s brothers have
come.” It pleased Pharaoh well, and his
servants.

17 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Tell your
brothers, ‘Do this: Load your animals, and
go, travel to the land of Canaan.

18Take your father and your households,
and come tome, and Iwill give you the good
of the land of Egypt, and youwill eat the fat
of the land.’

19 Now you are commanded to do this:
Take wagons out of the land of Egypt for
your little ones, and for your wives, and
bring your father, and come.

20 Also, don’t concern yourselves about
your belongings, for the good of all the land
of Egypt is yours.”

21 The sons of Israel did so. Joseph gave
them wagons, according to the command-
ment of Pharaoh, and gave them provision
for the way.

22 He gave each one of them changes of
clothing, but to Benjamin he gave three
hundredpieces of silver andfive changes of
clothing.

23 He sent the following to his father:
ten donkeys loaded with the good things of
Egypt, and ten female donkeys loaded with
grainandbreadandprovision forhis father
by the way.

24 So he sent his brothers away, and they
departed. He said to them, “See that you
don’t quarrel on the way.”

25 They went up out of Egypt, and came
into the land of Canaan, to Jacob their fa-
ther.

26 They told him, saying, “Joseph is still
alive, and he is ruler over all the land of
Egypt.” His heart fainted, for he didn’t
believe them.

27 They told him all the words of Joseph,
which he had said to them. When he saw
the wagons which Joseph had sent to carry
him, the spirit of Jacob, their father, re-
vived.

28 Israel said, “It is enough. Josephmy son
is still alive. I will go and see him before I
die.”

46
1 Israel travelled with all that he had, and

came toBeersheba, andoffered sacrifices to
the God of his father, Isaac.

2God spoke to Israel in the visions of the
night, and said, “Jacob, Jacob!”
He said, “Here I am.”
3 He said, “I am God, the God of your

father. Don’t be afraid to go down into
Egypt, for there I will make of you a great
nation.

4 I will go down with you into Egypt. I
will also surely bring youupagain. Joseph’s
handwill close your eyes.”

5 Jacob rose up from Beersheba, and the
sons of Israel carried Jacob, their father,
their little ones, and their wives, in the
wagons which Pharaoh had sent to carry
him.

6 They took their livestock, and their
goods, which they had gotten in the land
of Canaan, and came into Egypt—Jacob, and
all his offspring with him,

7 his sons, and his sons’ sons with him,
his daughters, and his sons’ daughters, and
he brought all his offspring with him into
Egypt.

8 These are the names of the children of
Israel, who came into Egypt, Jacob and his
sons: Reuben, Jacob’s firstborn.

9 The sons of Reuben: Hanoch, Pallu,
Hezron, and Carmi.

10 The sons of Simeon: Jemuel, Jamin,
Ohad, Jachin, Zohar, and Shaul the son of a
Canaanite woman.

11The sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath, and
Merari.
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12 The sons of Judah: Er, Onan, Shelah,
Perez, and Zerah; but Er and Onan died in
the land of Canaan. The sons of Perez were
Hezron and Hamul.

13 The sons of Issachar: Tola, Puvah, Iob,
and Shimron.

14 The sons of Zebulun: Sered, Elon, and
Jahleel.

15 These are the sons of Leah, whom she
bore to Jacob in Paddan Aram, with his
daughter Dinah. All the souls of his sons
and his daughters were thirty-three.

16The sons of Gad: Ziphion, Haggi, Shuni,
Ezbon, Eri, Arodi, and Areli.

17 The sons of Asher: Imnah, Ishvah,
Ishvi, Beriah, and Serah their sister. The
sons of Beriah: Heber andMalchiel.

18 These are the sons of Zilpah, whom
Laban gave to Leah, his daughter, and these
she bore to Jacob, even sixteen souls.

19The sons of Rachel, Jacob’swife: Joseph
and Benjamin.

20 To Joseph in the land of Egypt were
born Manasseh and Ephraim, whom Asen-
ath, the daughter of Potiphera, priest of On,
bore to him.

21 The sons of Benjamin: Bela, Becher,
Ashbel, Gera, Naaman, Ehi, Rosh, Muppim,
Huppim, and Ard.

22These are the sons of Rachel, whowere
born to Jacob: all the souls were fourteen.

23The son of Dan: Hushim.
24 The sons of Naphtali: Jahzeel, Guni,

Jezer, and Shillem.
25 These are the sons of Bilhah, whom

Laban gave to Rachel, his daughter, and
these she bore to Jacob: all the souls were
seven.

26All the souls who came with Jacob into
Egypt, who were his direct offspring, in
addition to Jacob’s sons’ wives, all the souls
were sixty-six.

27 The sons of Joseph, who were born to
him in Egypt, were two souls. All the souls
of the house of Jacob, who came into Egypt,
were seventy.

28 Jacob sent Judah before him to Joseph,
to show the way before him to Goshen, and
they came into the land of Goshen.

29 Joseph prepared his chariot, and went
up to meet Israel, his father, in Goshen. He
presented himself to him, and fell on his
neck, and wept on his neck a good while.

30 Israel said to Joseph, “Now let me die,
since I have seen your face, that you are still
alive.”

31 Joseph said to his brothers, and to his
father’s house, “I will go up, and speakwith
Pharaoh, and will tell him, ‘My brothers,
andmyfather’shouse,whowere in the land
of Canaan, have come tome.

32Thesemenareshepherds, for theyhave
been keepers of livestock, and they have
brought theirflocks, and theirherds, andall
that they have.’

33 It will happen, when Pharaoh sum-
mons you, and will say, ‘What is your occu-
pation?’

34 that you shall say, ‘Your servants have
been keepers of livestock from our youth
even until now, both we, and our fathers:’
that you may dwell in the land of Goshen;
for every shepherd is anabomination to the
Egyptians.”

47
1 Then Joseph went in and told Pharaoh,

and said, “My father andmy brothers, with
their flocks, their herds, and all that they
own, have come out of the land of Canaan;
and behold, they are in the land of Goshen.”

2 From amongst his brothers he took five
men, and presented them to Pharaoh.

3 Pharaoh said to his brothers, “What is
your occupation?”
They said to Pharaoh, “Your servants are

shepherds, both we, and our fathers.”
4 They also said to Pharaoh, “We have

come to live as foreigners in the land, for
there is nopasture for your servants’flocks.
For the famine is severe in the land of
Canaan. Now therefore, please let your
servants dwell in the land of Goshen.”

5 Pharaoh spoke to Joseph, saying, “Your
father and your brothers have come to you.

6 The land of Egypt is before you. Make
your father and your brothers dwell in the
best of the land. Let them dwell in the
land of Goshen. If you know any able men
amongst them, then put them in charge of
my livestock.”

7 Joseph brought in Jacob, his father, and
set him before Pharaoh; and Jacob blessed
Pharaoh.

8 Pharaoh said to Jacob, “How old are
you?”

9 Jacob said to Pharaoh, “The years of
my pilgrimage are one hundred and thirty
years. The days of the years of my life have
been fewandevil. Theyhavenotattained to
the days of the years of the life ofmy fathers
in the days of their pilgrimage.”

10 Jacob blessed Pharaoh, and went out
from the presence of Pharaoh.

11 Joseph placed his father and his broth-
ers, and gave them a possession in the land
of Egypt, in the best of the land, in the land
of Rameses, as Pharaoh had commanded.

12 Joseph provided his father, his broth-
ers, and all of his father’s household with
bread, according to the sizes of their fami-
lies.
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13 There was no bread in all the land; for
the faminewas very severe, so that the land
of Egypt and the land of Canaan fainted by
reason of the famine.

14 Joseph gathered up all the money that
was found in the land of Egypt, and in the
land of Canaan, for the grain which they
bought: and Josephbrought themoney into
Pharaoh’s house.

15 When the money was all spent in the
land of Egypt, and in the land of Canaan,
all the Egyptians came to Joseph, and said,
“Give us bread, for why should we die in
your presence? For ourmoney fails.”

16 Joseph said, “Give me your livestock;
and I will give you food for your livestock,
if yourmoney is gone.”

17 They brought their livestock to Joseph,
and Joseph gave them bread in exchange
for the horses, and for the flocks, and for
the herds, and for the donkeys: and he fed
them with bread in exchange for all their
livestock for that year.

18When that year was ended, they came
tohim the secondyear, and said to him, “We
will not hide frommy lord how our money
is all spent, and the herds of livestock are
my lord’s. There is nothing left in the sight
of my lord, but our bodies, and our lands.

19 Why should we die before your eyes,
both we and our land? Buy us and our
land for bread, and we and our land will
be servants to Pharaoh. Give us seed, that
we may live, and not die, and that the land
won’t be desolate.”

20 So Joseph bought all the land of Egypt
for Pharaoh, for every man of the Egyp-
tians sold his field, because the famine
was severe on them, and the land became
Pharaoh’s.

21As for the people, hemoved them to the
cities from one end of the border of Egypt
even to the other end of it.

22 Only he didn’t buy the land of the
priests, for the priests had a portion from
Pharaoh, and ate their portion which
Pharaoh gave them. That is why they didn’t
sell their land.

23Then Josephsaid to thepeople, “Behold,
I have bought you and your land today for
Pharaoh. Behold, here is seed for you, and
you shall sow the land.

24 It will happen at the harvests, that you
shall give a fifth to Pharaoh, and four parts
will be your own, for seed of the field, for
your food, for themofyourhouseholds, and
for food for your little ones.”

25 They said, “You have saved our lives!
Let us find favour in the sight of my lord,
and wewill be Pharaoh’s servants.”

26 Joseph made it a statute concerning
the land of Egypt to this day, that Pharaoh

should have the fifth. Only the land of the
priests alone didn’t become Pharaoh’s.

27 Israel lived in the land of Egypt, in the
land of Goshen; and they got themselves
possessions therein, and were fruitful, and
multiplied exceedingly.

28 Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seven-
teen years. So the days of Jacob, the years of
his life, were one hundred and forty-seven
years.

29 The time came near that Israel must
die, and he called his son Joseph, and said
to him, “If now I have found favour in your
sight, please put your hand undermy thigh,
and deal kindly and truly with me. Please
don’t buryme in Egypt,

30 but when I sleep with my fathers, you
shall carry me out of Egypt, and buryme in
their burying place.”
Joseph said, “I will do as you have said.”
31 Israel said, “Swear tome,”andheswore

to him. Then Israel bowed himself on the
bed’s head.

48
1 After these things, someone said to

Joseph, “Behold, your father is sick.” He
took with him his two sons, Manasseh and
Ephraim.

2 Someone told Jacob, and said, “Behold,
your son Joseph comes to you,” and Israel
strengthened himself, and sat on the bed.

3 Jacob said to Joseph, “God Almighty ap-
peared to me at Luz in the land of Canaan,
and blessedme,

4 and said to me, ‘Behold, I will make you
fruitful, and multiply you, and I will make
of you a company of peoples, and will give
this land to your offspring after you for an
everlasting possession.’

5 Now your two sons, who were born
to you in the land of Egypt before I came
to you into Egypt, are mine; Ephraim and
Manasseh, evenasReubenandSimeon,will
be mine.

6 Your offspring, whom you become the
fatherof after them,will beyours. Theywill
be called after the name of their brothers in
their inheritance.

7 As for me, when I came from Paddan,
Rachel diedbesideme in the landof Canaan
on the way, when there was still some dis-
tance to come to Ephrath, and I buried her
there on the way to Ephrath (also called
Bethlehem).”

8 Israel saw Joseph’s sons, and said, “Who
are these?”

9 Joseph said to his father, “They are my
sons, whomGod has givenme here.”
He said, “Please bring them to me, and I

will bless them.”
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10Nowthe eyes of Israelweredim for age,
so that he couldn’t see well. Joseph brought
them near to him; and he kissed them, and
embraced them.

11 Israel said to Joseph, “I didn’t think I
would seeyour face, andbehold,Godhas let
me see your offspring also.”

12 Josephbrought themout frombetween
his knees, and he bowed himself with his
face to the earth.

13 Joseph took them both, Ephraim in his
right hand towards Israel’s left hand, and
Manasseh in his left hand towards Israel’s
right hand, and brought them near to him.

14 Israel stretched out his right hand, and
laid it on Ephraim’s head, who was the
younger, and his left hand on Manasseh’s
head, guiding his hands knowingly, for
Manasseh was the firstborn.

15He blessed Joseph, and said,
“The God before whom my fathers Abra-

ham and Isaac walked,
the God who has fed me all my life long to

this day,
16 the angel who has redeemed me from all

evil, bless the lads,
and let my name be named on them,
and the name of my fathers Abraham and

Isaac.
Let them grow into a multitude upon the

earth.”
17 When Joseph saw that his father laid

his right hand on the head of Ephraim, it
displeased him. He held up his father’s
hand, to remove it from Ephraim’s head to
Manasseh’s head.

18 Joseph said to his father, “Not so, my
father, for this is the firstborn. Put your
right hand on his head.”

19 His father refused, and said, “I know,
my son, I know. He also will become a
people, and he also will be great. However,
his younger brotherwill be greater thanhe,
andhisoffspringwill becomeamultitudeof
nations.”

20 He blessed them that day, saying, “Is-
rael will bless in your name, saying, ‘God
make you as Ephraim and as Manasseh’ ”
He set Ephraim before Manasseh.

21 Israel said to Joseph, “Behold, I am
dying, but God will be with you, and bring
you again to the land of your fathers.

22Moreover I have given to you one por-
tion above your brothers, which I took out
of the hand of the Amorite with my sword
andwithmy bow.”

49
1 Jacob called to his sons, and said:

“Gather yourselves together, that I may tell
you that which will happen to you in the
days to come.

2 Assemble yourselves, and hear, you sons
of Jacob.

Listen to Israel, your father.
3 “Reuben, you are my firstborn, my might,

and the beginning of my strength,
excelling in dignity, and excelling in
power.

4Boiling over likewater, you shall not excel,
because you went up to your father’s
bed,

thendefiled it. Hewent up tomy couch.
5 “Simeon and Levi are brothers.

Their swords are weapons of violence.
6My soul, don’t come into their council.

My glory, don’t be united to their as-
sembly;

for in their anger they killedmen.
In their self-will they hamstrung cattle.

7Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce;
and their wrath, for it was cruel.

I will divide them in Jacob,
and scatter them in Israel.

8 “Judah, your brothers will praise you.
Your hand will be on the neck of your
enemies.

Your father’s sons will bow down be-
fore you.

9 Judah is a lion’s cub.
From the prey, my son, you have gone
up.

He stooped down, he crouched as a lion,
as a lioness.
Whowill rouse him up?

10The sceptre will not depart from Judah,
nor the ruler’s staff from between his
feet,

until he comes to whom it belongs.
The obedience of the peoples will be to
him.

11Binding his foal to the vine,
his donkey’s colt to the choice vine,

he has washed his garments in wine,
his robes in the blood of grapes.

12His eyes will be red with wine,
his teeth white withmilk.

13 “Zebulun will dwell at the haven of the
sea.

He will be for a haven of ships.
His border will be on Sidon.

14 “Issachar is a strong donkey,
lying down between the saddlebags.

15He saw a resting place, that it was good,
the land, that it was pleasant.

He bows his shoulder to the burden,
and becomes a servant doing forced
labour.

16 “Danwill judge his people,



Genesis 49:17 47 Genesis 49:14

as one of the tribes of Israel.
17Danwill be a serpent on the trail,

an adder in the path,
that bites the horse’s heels,

so that his rider falls backward.
18 I have waited for your salvation, LORD.

19 “A troop will press on Gad,
but he will press on their heel.

20 “Asher’s food will be rich.
He will produce royal dainties.

21 “Naphtali is a doe set free,
who bears beautiful fawns.

22 “Joseph is a fruitful vine,
a fruitful vine by a spring.
His branches run over the wall.

23The archers have severely grieved him,
shot at him, and persecuted him:

24But his bow remained strong.
The arms of his hands were made
strong,

by thehandsof theMightyOneof Jacob,
(from there is the shepherd, the stone
of Israel),

25 even by the God of your father, who will
help you,

by the Almighty, who will bless you,
with blessings of heaven above,

blessings of the deep that lies below,
blessings of the breasts, and of the
womb.

26 The blessings of your father have pre-
vailed above the blessings of my an-
cestors,

above the boundaries of the ancient
hills.

They will be on the head of Joseph,
on the crown of the head of himwho is
separated from his brothers.

27 “Benjamin is a ravenous wolf.
In themorning hewill devour the prey.
At evening he will divide the plunder.”

28All these are the twelve tribes of Israel,
and this is what their father spoke to them,
and blessed them. He blessed everyone
according to his own blessing.

29He instructed them, and said to them,
“I am to be gathered to my people. Bury
mewithmy fathers in the cave that is in the
field of Ephron the Hittite,

30 in the cave that is in the field of Mach-
pelah, which is before Mamre, in the land
of Canaan,whichAbrahamboughtwith the
field from Ephron the Hittite as a burial
place.

31There they buried Abrahamand Sarah,
his wife. There they buried Isaac and Re-
bekah, his wife, and there I buried Leah:

32 the field and the cave that is therein,
which was purchased from the children of
Heth.”

33 When Jacob finished charging his
sons, he gathered up his feet into the bed,
breathed his last breath, and was gathered
to his people.

50
1 Joseph fell on his father’s face, wept on

him, and kissed him.
2 Joseph commanded his servants, the

physicians, to embalm his father; and the
physicians embalmed Israel.

3 Forty days were used for him, for that
is how many days it takes to embalm. The
Egyptians wept for Israel for seventy days.

4When the days of weeping for himwere
past, Joseph spoke to Pharaoh’s staff, say-
ing, “If now I have found favour in your
eyes, please speak in the ears of Pharaoh,
saying,

5 ‘My father made me swear, saying, “Be-
hold, I am dying. Bury me in my grave
which I have dug for myself in the land of
Canaan.” Now therefore, please let me go
up and bury my father, and I will come
again.’ ”

6 Pharaoh said, “Go up, and bury your
father, just like hemade you swear.”

7 Joseph went up to bury his father;
and with him went up all the servants of
Pharaoh, the elders of his house, all the
elders of the land of Egypt,

8all the house of Joseph, his brothers, and
his father’s house. Only their little ones,
their flocks, and their herds, they left in the
land of Goshen.

9 Both chariots and horsemen went up
with him. It was a very great company.

10 They came to the threshing floor of
Atad,which is beyond the Jordan, and there
they lamentedwith a very great and severe
lamentation. He mourned for his father
seven days.

11 When the inhabitants of the land, the
Canaanites, saw the mourning in the floor
of Atad, they said, “This is a grievous
mourning by the Egyptians.” Therefore its
name was called Abel Mizraim, which is
beyond the Jordan.

12 His sons did to him just as he com-
manded them,

13 for his sons carried him into the land of
Canaan, and buried him in the cave of the
field ofMachpelah, whichAbrahambought
with the field, as a possession for a burial
site, from Ephron the Hittite, near Mamre.

14 Joseph returned into Egypt—he, andhis
brothers, and all that went up with him
to bury his father, after he had buried his
father.
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15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their
father was dead, they said, “It may be that
Joseph will hate us, and will fully pay us
back for all the evil which we did to him.”

16 They sent a message to Joseph, saying,
“Your father commanded before he died,
saying,

17 ‘You shall tell Joseph, “Now please for-
give the disobedience of your brothers, and
their sin, because they did evil to you.” ’
Now, please forgive the disobedience of the
servants of the God of your father.” Joseph
wept when they spoke to him.

18 His brothers also went and fell down
before his face; and they said, “Behold, we
are your servants.”

19 Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid,
for am I in the place of God?

20As for you, you meant evil against me,
but God meant it for good, to save many
people alive, as is happening today.

21 Now therefore don’t be afraid. I will
provide for you and your little ones.” He
comforted them, and spoke kindly to them.

22 Joseph lived in Egypt, he, and his fa-
ther’s house. Joseph lived one hundred and
ten years.

23 Joseph saw Ephraim’s children to the
third generation. The children also of
Machir, the son of Manasseh, were born on
Joseph’s knees.

24 Joseph said to his brothers, “I amdying,
but God will surely visit you, and bring you
up out of this land to the land which he
swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.”

25 Joseph took an oath from the children
of Israel, saying, “God will surely visit you,
and you shall carry up my bones from
here.”

26 So Joseph died, being one hundred and
ten years old, and they embalmed him, and
he was put in a coffin in Egypt.
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The Second Book ofMoses,
Commonly Called

Exodus
1Now these are the names of the sons of

Israel,who came intoEgypt (everymanand
his household camewith Jacob):

2Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah,
3 Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin,
4Dan and Naphtali, Gad and Asher.
5 All the souls who came out of Jacob’s

bodywere seventy souls, and Josephwas in
Egypt already.

6 Joseph died, as did all his brothers, and
all that generation.

7The children of Israel were fruitful, and
increased abundantly, and multiplied, and
grew exceedinglymighty; and the landwas
filled with them.

8Now there arose a new king over Egypt,
who didn’t know Joseph.

9He said to his people, “Behold,† the peo-
ple of the children of Israel are more and
mightier than we.

10 Come, let’s deal wisely with them, lest
they multiply, and it happen that when any
war breaks out, they also join themselves
to our enemies and fight against us, and
escape out of the land.”

11 Therefore they set taskmasters over
them to afflict them with their burdens.
They built storage cities for Pharaoh:
Pithom and Raamses.

12 But the more they afflicted them, the
more they multiplied and the more they
spread out. They started to dread the chil-
dren of Israel.

13The Egyptians ruthlesslymade the chil-
dren of Israel serve,

14 and they made their lives bitter with
hard service in mortar and in brick, and in
all kinds of service in the field, all their ser-
vice, in which they ruthlessly made them
serve.

15 The king of Egypt spoke to the Hebrew
midwives, of whom the name of the one
was Shiphrah, and the name of the other
Puah,

16 and he said, “When you perform the
duty of a midwife to the Hebrew women,
and see them on the birth stool, if it is a son,
thenyou shall kill him; but if it is adaughter,
then she shall live.”

17 But the midwives feared God,‡ and
didn’t do what the king of Egypt com-
manded them, but saved the baby boys
alive.

18 The king of Egypt called for the mid-
wives, and said to them, “Why have you
done this thing and saved the boys alive?”

19 The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Be-
cause the Hebrew women aren’t like the
Egyptian women; for they are vigorous
and give birth before the midwife comes to
them.”

20 God dealt well with the midwives,
and the people multiplied, and grew very
mighty.

21 Because the midwives feared God, he
gave them families.

22 Pharaoh commanded all his people,
saying, “You shall cast every son who is
born into the river, and every daughter you
shall save alive.”

2
1 A man of the house of Levi went and

took a daughter of Levi as his wife.
2 The woman conceived and bore a son.

When she saw that he was a fine child, she
hid him threemonths.

3When she could no longer hide him, she
took a papyrus basket for him, and coated it
with tar andwith pitch. She put the child in
it, and laid it in the reedsby the river’sbank.

4His sister stood faroff, to seewhatwould
be done to him.

5Pharaoh’s daughter camedown tobathe
at the river. Her maidens walked along by
the riverside. She saw the basket amongst
the reeds, and sent her servant to get it.

6 She opened it, and saw the child, and
behold, the baby cried. She had compas-
sion on him, and said, “This is one of the
Hebrews’ children.”

7Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daugh-
ter, “Should I go and call a nurse for you
from the Hebrew women, that she may
nurse the child for you?”

8Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Go.”
The young woman went and called the

child’s mother.
9 Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take

this child away, and nurse him for me, and
I will give you your wages.”
The woman took the child, and nursed it.
10 The child grew, and she brought him

to Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her
son. She named him Moses,† and said, “Be-
cause I drew him out of the water.”

11 In those days, when Moses had grown
up, he went out to his brothers and saw
their burdens. He saw an Egyptian striking
a Hebrew, one of his brothers.

† 1:9: “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
‡ 1:17: The Hebrew word rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). † 2:10: “Moses” sounds like the Hebrew for “draw
out”.
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12 He looked this way and that way, and
when he saw that there was no one, he
killed theEgyptian, andhidhim in the sand.

13 He went out the second day, and be-
hold, twomenof theHebrewswerefighting
with each other. He said to himwho did the
wrong, “Why do you strike your fellow?”

14He said, “Whomade you a prince and a
judgeoverus? Doyouplan to killme, as you
killed the Egyptian?”
Moses was afraid, and said, “Surely this

thing is known.”
15NowwhenPharaohheard this thing, he

sought to kill Moses. But Moses fled from
the face of Pharaoh, and lived in the land of
Midian, and he sat down by a well.

16 Now the priest of Midian had seven
daughters. They came and drew water,
andfilled the troughs towater their father’s
flock.

17 The shepherds came and drove them
away; butMoses stood up and helped them,
and watered their flock.

18When they came to Reuel, their father,
he said, “How is it that youhave returned so
early today?”

19 They said, “An Egyptian delivered us
out of the hand of the shepherds, andmore-
over he drewwater for us, andwatered the
flock.”

20He said to his daughters, “Where is he?
Why is it that you have left the man? Call
him, that hemay eat bread.”

21 Moses was content to dwell with the
man. He gave Moses Zipporah, his daugh-
ter.

22 She bore a son, and he named him
Gershom,‡ for he said, “I have lived as a
foreigner in a foreign land.”

23 In the course of those many days, the
kingofEgyptdied, and the childrenof Israel
sighed because of the bondage, and they
cried, and their cry cameup to God because
of the bondage.

24 God heard their groaning, and God
remembered his covenant with Abraham,
with Isaac, and with Jacob.

25God saw the children of Israel, and God
understood.

3
1 Now Moses was keeping the flock of

Jethro, his father-in-law, the priest of Mid-
ian, and he led the flock to the back of the
wilderness, and came to God’smountain, to
Horeb.

2 The LORD’s† angel appeared to him in
a flame of fire out of the middle of a bush.

He looked, and behold, the bush burnt with
fire, and the bush was not consumed.

3Moses said, “I will go now, and see this
great sight, why the bush is not burnt.”

4When the LORD saw that he came over
to see, God called to himout of themiddle of
the bush, and said, “Moses! Moses!”
He said, “Here I am.”
5He said, “Don’t come close. Take offyour

sandals, for the place you are standing on is
holy ground.”

6Moreover he said, “I am the God of your
father, the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”
Moses hid his face because he was afraid

to look at God.
7 The LORD said, “I have surely seen the

affliction of my people who are in Egypt,
and have heard their cry because of their
taskmasters, for I know their sorrows.

8 I have come down to deliver them out
of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring
themup out of that land to a good and large
land, to a landflowingwithmilk andhoney;
to the place of the Canaanite, theHittite, the
Amorite, the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the
Jebusite.

9 Now, behold, the cry of the children of
Israel has come to me. Moreover I have
seen the oppression with which the Egyp-
tians oppress them.

10 Come now therefore, and I will send
you to Pharaoh, that you may bring my
people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.”

11 Moses said to God, “Who am I, that
I should go to Pharaoh, and that I should
bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?”

12 He said, “Certainly I will be with you.
Thiswill be the token toyou, that I have sent
you: when you have brought the people
out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this
mountain.”

13 Moses said to God, “Behold, when I
come to the childrenof Israel, and tell them,
‘TheGodof your fathers has sentme to you,’
and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what
should I tell them?”

14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM,”
and he said, “You shall tell the children of
Israel this: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’ ”

15God saidmoreover toMoses, “You shall
tell the children of Israel this, ‘The LORD,‡
the God of your fathers, the God of Abra-
ham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob,
has sent me to you.’ This is my name for-
ever, and this is my memorial to all gener-
ations.

‡ 2:22: “Gershom” sounds like the Hebrew for “an alien there”. † 3:2: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS,
“LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). ‡ 3:15:
LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short form יה
Yah.
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16 Go and gather the elders of Israel to-
gether, and tell them, ‘The LORD, the God of
your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac,
and of Jacob, has appeared to me, saying,
“I have surely visited you, and seen that
which is done to you in Egypt.

17 I have said, I will bring you up out of
the affliction of Egypt to the land of the
Canaanite, the Hittite, the Amorite, the Per-
izzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite, to a land
flowing withmilk and honey.” ’

18They will listen to your voice. You shall
come, you and the elders of Israel, to the
king of Egypt, and you shall tell him, ‘The
LORD, theGodof theHebrews, hasmetwith
us. Now please let us go three days’ journey
into thewilderness, thatwemay sacrifice to
the LORD, our God.’

19 I know that the king of Egyptwon’t give
you permission to go, no, not by a mighty
hand.

20 I will reach out my hand and strike
Egypt with all my wonders which I will do
amongst them, and after that hewill let you
go.

21 I will give this people favour in the
sight of the Egyptians, and it will happen
that when you go, you shall not go empty-
handed.

22 But every woman shall ask of her
neighbour, and of her who visits her house,
jewels of silver, jewels of gold, and cloth-
ing. You shall put them on your sons, and
on your daughters. You shall plunder the
Egyptians.”

4
1Moses answered, “But, behold, they will

not believe me, nor listen to my voice; for
they will say, ‘The LORD has not appeared
to you.’ ”

2 The LORD said to him, “What is that in
your hand?”
He said, “A rod.”
3He said, “Throw it on the ground.”
He threw it on the ground, and it became

a snake; andMoses ran away from it.
4 The LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out

your hand, and take it by the tail.”
He stretched out his hand, and took hold

of it, and it became a rod in his hand.
5 “This is so that theymay believe that the

LORD, the God of their fathers, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob, has appeared to you.”

6 The LORD said furthermore to him,
“Now put your hand inside your cloak.”
He put his hand inside his cloak, and

when he took it out, behold, his hand was
leprous, as white as snow.

7 He said, “Put your hand inside your
cloak again.”
He put his hand inside his cloak again,

andwhenhe took it out of his cloak, behold,
it had turned again as his other flesh.

8 “It will happen, if they will not believe
you or listen to the voice of the first sign,
that they will believe the voice of the latter
sign.

9 It will happen, if they will not believe
even these two signs or listen to your voice,
that you shall take of the water of the river,
and pour it on the dry land. The water
which you take out of the river will become
blood on the dry land.”

10Moses said to the LORD, “O Lord,† I am
not eloquent, neither before now, nor since
you have spoken to your servant; for I am
slow of speech, and of a slow tongue.”

11 The LORD said to him, “Who made
man’s mouth? Or who makes one mute, or
deaf, or seeing, orblind? Isn’t it I, theLORD?

12 Now therefore go, and I will be with
your mouth, and teach you what you shall
speak.”

13 Moses said, “Oh, Lord, please send
someone else.”

14The LORD’s anger burnt againstMoses,
and he said, “What about Aaron, your
brother, the Levite? I know that he can
speak well. Also, behold, he is coming out
to meet you. When he sees you, he will be
glad in his heart.

15 You shall speak to him, and put the
words in his mouth. I will be with your
mouth, and with his mouth, and will teach
you what you shall do.

16He will be your spokesman to the peo-
ple. It will happen that he will be to you a
mouth, and youwill be to him as God.

17 You shall take this rod in your hand,
with which you shall do the signs.”

18Moses went and returned to Jethro his
father-in-law, and said to him, “Please let
me go and return tomybrotherswho are in
Egypt, and see whether they are still alive.”
Jethro said to Moses, “Go in peace.”
19 The LORD said to Moses in Midian,

“Go, return into Egypt; for all the men who
sought your life are dead.”

20Moses took his wife and his sons, and
set them on a donkey, and he returned to
the land of Egypt. Moses took God’s rod in
his hand.

21 The LORD said to Moses, “When you
go back into Egypt, see that you do before
Pharaoh all the wonders which I have put
inyourhand, but Iwill hardenhisheart and
he will not let the people go.

† 4:10: The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai”.
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22You shall tell Pharaoh, ‘The LORD says,
Israel is my son, my firstborn,

23 and I have said to you, “Let my son
go, that he may serve me;” and you have
refused to let him go. Behold, I will kill your
firstborn son.’ ”

24On thewayat a lodging place, the LORD
met Moses and wanted to kill him.

25 Then Zipporah took a flint, and cut off
the foreskinofher son, andcast it at his feet;
and she said, “Surely you are a bridegroom
of blood to me.”

26So he let him alone. Then she said, “You
are a bridegroom of blood,” because of the
circumcision.

27 The LORD said to Aaron, “Go into the
wilderness to meet Moses.”
Hewent, andmethimonGod’smountain,

and kissed him.
28Moses told Aaron all the LORD’s words

with which he had sent him, and all the
signs with which he had instructed him.

29 Moses and Aaron went and gathered
together all the elders of the children of
Israel.

30 Aaron spoke all the words which the
LORD had spoken to Moses, and did the
signs in the sight of the people.

31 The people believed, and when they
heard that the LORD had visited the chil-
dren of Israel, and that he had seen their
affliction, then they bowed their heads and
worshipped.

5
1Afterward Moses and Aaron came, and

said to Pharaoh, “This is what the LORD,
the God of Israel, says, ‘Let my people go,
that they may hold a feast to me in the
wilderness.’ ”

2 Pharaoh said, “Who is the LORD, that I
should listen to his voice to let Israel go? I
don’t know the LORD, and moreover I will
not let Israel go.”

3They said, “The God of the Hebrews has
met with us. Please let us go three days’
journey into thewilderness, and sacrifice to
the LORD, our God, lest he fall on us with
pestilence, or with the sword.”

4The king of Egypt said to them, “Why do
you,Moses andAaron, take thepeople from
their work? Get back to your burdens!”

5Pharaoh said, “Behold, the people of the
land are now many, and you make them
rest from their burdens.”

6 The same day Pharaoh commanded the
taskmasters of the people and their officers,
saying,

7 “You shall no longer give the people
straw to make brick, as before. Let them go
and gather straw for themselves.

8You shall require fromthemthenumber
of the bricks which they made before. You
shall not diminish anything of it, for they
are idle. Therefore they cry, saying, ‘Let’s go
and sacrifice to our God.’

9 Let heavier work be laid on the men,
that they may labour in it. Don’t let them
pay any attention to lying words.”

10The taskmasters of the peoplewent out
with their officers, and they spoke to the
people, saying, “This is what Pharaoh says:
‘I will not give you straw.

11Goyourselves, get strawwhere you can
find it, for nothing of your work shall be
diminished.’ ”

12 So the people were scattered abroad
throughout all the land of Egypt to gather
stubble for straw.

13 The taskmasters were urgent saying,
“Fulfil yourworkquotadaily, aswhen there
was straw!”

14 The officers of the children of Israel,
whom Pharaoh’s taskmasters had set over
them, were beaten, and were asked, “Why
haven’t you fulfilled your quota both yes-
terday and today, in making brick as be-
fore?”

15 Then the officers of the children of
Israel came and cried to Pharaoh, saying,
“Why do you deal this way with your ser-
vants?

16No straw is given to your servants, and
they tell us, ‘Make brick!’ and behold, your
servants are beaten; but the fault is in your
own people.”

17 But Pharaoh said, “You are idle! You
are idle! Therefore you say, ‘Let’s go and
sacrifice to the LORD.’

18 Go therefore now, and work; for no
straw shall be given to you; yet you shall
deliver the same number of bricks!”

19Theofficersof thechildrenof Israel saw
that they were in trouble when it was said,
“You shall not diminish anything fromyour
daily quota of bricks!”

20 They met Moses and Aaron, who stood
along the way, as they came out from
Pharaoh.

21They said to them, “May the LORD look
at you and judge, because you have made
us a stench to be abhorred in the eyes of
Pharaoh, and in the eyes of his servants, to
put a sword in their hand to kill us!”

22Moses returned to the LORD, and said,
“Lord, why have you brought trouble on
this people? Why is it that you have sent
me?

23For since I came to Pharaoh to speak in
your name, he has brought trouble on this
people. You have not rescued your people
at all!”
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6
1The LORD said toMoses, “Now you shall

seewhat Iwill do toPharaoh, forbya strong
hand he shall let them go, and by a strong
hand he shall drive them out of his land.”

2God spoke to Moses, and said to him, “I
am the LORD.

3 I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to
Jacob, asGodAlmighty; but bymyname the
LORD† I was not known to them.

4 I have also established my covenant
with them, to give them the land of Canaan,
the land of their travels, inwhich they lived
as aliens.

5Moreover I have heard the groaning of
the children of Israel, whom the Egyptians
keep in bondage, and I have remembered
my covenant.

6 Therefore tell the children of Israel, ‘I
am the LORD, and I will bring you out from
under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I
will rid you out of their bondage, and I will
redeem you with an outstretched arm, and
with great judgements.

7 I will take you to myself for a people. I
will be your God; and you shall know that I
am the LORD your God, who brings you out
from under the burdens of the Egyptians.

8 I will bring you into the land which I
swore to give to Abraham, to Isaac, and to
Jacob; and Iwill give it to you for a heritage:
I am the LORD.’ ”

9Moses spoke so to the children of Israel,
but they didn’t listen to Moses for anguish
of spirit, and for cruel bondage.

10The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
11 “Go in, speak to Pharaoh king of Egypt,

that he let the children of Israel go out of his
land.”

12Moses spoke before the LORD, saying,
“Behold, the children of Israel haven’t lis-
tened to me. How then shall Pharaoh listen
to me, when I have uncircumcised lips?”

13TheLORD spoke toMoses and toAaron,
and gave them a command to the children
of Israel, and to Pharaoh king of Egypt, to
bring the children of Israel out of the land
of Egypt.

14 These are the heads of their fathers’
houses. The sons of Reuben the firstborn
of Israel: Hanoch, and Pallu, Hezron, and
Carmi; these are the families of Reuben.

15The sons of Simeon: Jemuel, and Jamin,
andOhad, and Jachin, and Zohar, and Shaul
the sonof aCanaanitewoman; these are the
families of Simeon.

16These are the names of the sons of Levi
according to their generations: Gershon,
and Kohath, and Merari; and the years

of the life of Levi were one hundred and
thirty-seven years.

17The sons of Gershon: Libni and Shimei,
according to their families.

18The sons of Kohath: Amram, and Izhar,
and Hebron, and Uzziel; and the years of
the life of Kohath were one hundred and
thirty-three years.

19 The sons of Merari: Mahli and Mushi.
These are the families of the Levites accord-
ing to their generations.

20 Amram took Jochebed his father’s sis-
ter to himself as wife; and she bore him
Aaron and Moses. The years of the life of
Amramwereonehundredand thirty-seven
years.

21 The sons of Izhar: Korah, and Nepheg,
and Zichri.

22 The sons of Uzziel: Mishael, Elzaphan,
and Sithri.

23 Aaron took Elisheba, the daughter of
Amminadab, the sister of Nahshon, as his
wife; and she bore him Nadab and Abihu,
Eleazar and Ithamar.

24 The sons of Korah: Assir, Elkanah, and
Abiasaph; these are the families of the Ko-
rahites.

25 Eleazar Aaron’s son took one of the
daughters of Putiel as hiswife; and shebore
him Phinehas. These are the heads of the
fathers’ houses of the Levites according to
their families.

26 These are that Aaron and Moses to
whom the LORD said, “Bring out the chil-
drenof Israel fromthe landofEgypt accord-
ing to their armies.”

27 These are those who spoke to Pharaoh
king of Egypt, to bring out the children of
Israel fromEgypt. These are thatMoses and
Aaron.

28 On the day when the LORD spoke to
Moses in the land of Egypt,

29 The LORD said to Moses, “I am the
LORD. Tell Pharaoh king of Egypt all that I
tell you.”

30 Moses said before the LORD, “Behold,
I am of uncircumcised lips, and how shall
Pharaoh listen to me?”

7
1The LORD said toMoses, “Behold, I have

made you as God to Pharaoh; and Aaron
your brother shall be your prophet.

2 You shall speak all that I command
you; and Aaron your brother shall speak to
Pharaoh, that he let the children of Israel go
out of his land.

3 I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and mul-
tiply my signs and my wonders in the land
of Egypt.

† 6:3: LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short
form יה Yah.
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4 But Pharaoh will not listen to you, so I
will laymyhandonEgypt, andbring outmy
armies,mypeople the childrenof Israel, out
of the land of Egypt by great judgements.

5 The Egyptians shall know that I am the
LORDwhen I stretch outmy hand on Egypt,
and bring the children of Israel out from
amongst them.”

6 Moses and Aaron did so. As the LORD
commanded them, so they did.

7Moses was eighty years old, and Aaron
eighty-three years old, when they spoke to
Pharaoh.

8The LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron,
saying,

9 “When Pharaoh speaks to you, saying,
‘Perform a miracle!’ then you shall tell
Aaron, ‘Take your rod, and cast it down
before Pharaoh, and it will become a ser-
pent.’ ”

10Moses and Aaron went in to Pharaoh,
and they did so, as the LORD had com-
manded. Aaron cast down his rod before
Pharaoh and before his servants, and it
became a serpent.

11 Then Pharaoh also called for the wise
men and the sorcerers. They also, themagi-
cians of Egypt, did the same thingwith their
enchantments.

12 For they each cast down their rods,
and they became serpents; but Aaron’s rod
swallowed up their rods.

13 Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he
didn’t listen to them, as the LORD had spo-
ken.

14 The LORD said to Moses, “Pharaoh’s
heart is stubborn. He refuses to let the
people go.

15Go to Pharaoh in the morning. Behold,
he is going out to the water. You shall stand
by the river’s bank to meet him. You shall
take the rod which was turned to a serpent
in your hand.

16 You shall tell him, ‘The LORD, the God
of the Hebrews, has sent me to you, saying,
“Let my people go, that they may serve me
in the wilderness. Behold, until now you
haven’t listened.”

17The LORD says, “In this you shall know
that I am the LORD. Behold: I will strike
with the rod that is in my hand on the
waterswhich are in the river, and they shall
be turned to blood.

18Thefish that are in the riverwill die and
the river will become foul. The Egyptians
will loathe to drinkwater from the river.” ’ ”

19 The LORD said to Moses, “Tell Aaron,
‘Take your rod, and stretch out your hand
over the waters of Egypt, over their rivers,
over their streams, and over their pools,
and over all their ponds of water, that they
may become blood. There will be blood

throughout all the land of Egypt, both in
vessels of wood and in vessels of stone.’ ”

20 Moses and Aaron did so, as the LORD
commanded; and he lifted up the rod, and
struck the waters that were in the river, in
the sight of Pharaoh, and in the sight of his
servants; and all thewaters thatwere in the
river were turned to blood.

21Thefish thatwere in the river died. The
river became foul. The Egyptians couldn’t
drink water from the river. The blood was
throughout all the land of Egypt.

22 The magicians of Egypt did the
same thing with their enchantments. So
Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he
didn’t listen to them, as the LORD had
spoken.

23 Pharaoh turned and went into his
house, and he didn’t even take this to heart.

24All the Egyptians dug around the river
for water to drink; for they couldn’t drink
the river water.

25 Seven days were fulfilled, after the
LORD had struck the river.

8
1 The LORD spoke to Moses, “Go in to

Pharaoh, and tell him, ‘This is what the
LORDsays, “Letmypeople go, that theymay
serveme.

2 If you refuse to let themgo, behold, Iwill
plague all your borders with frogs.

3 The river will swarm with frogs, which
will go up and come into your house, and
into your bedroom, and on your bed, and
into thehouseof your servants, andonyour
people, and into your ovens, and into your
kneading troughs.

4 The frogs shall come up both on you,
and on your people, and on all your ser-
vants.” ’ ”

5 The LORD said to Moses, “Tell Aaron,
‘Stretch out your hand with your rod over
the rivers, over the streams, and over the
pools, and cause frogs to come up on the
land of Egypt.’ ”

6 Aaron stretched out his hand over the
waters of Egypt; and the frogs came up, and
covered the land of Egypt.

7 The magicians did the same thing with
their enchantments, and brought up frogs
on the land of Egypt.

8 Then Pharaoh called for Moses and
Aaron, and said, “Entreat the LORD, that he
take away the frogs from me and from my
people; and Iwill let the people go, that they
may sacrifice to the LORD.”

9 Moses said to Pharaoh, “I give you the
honourof setting the time that I shouldpray
for you, and for your servants, and for your
people, that the frogsbedestroyed fromyou
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and your houses, and remain in the river
only.”

10Pharaoh said, “Tomorrow.”
Moses said, “Let it be according to your

word, that you may know that there is no
one like the LORD our God.

11 The frogs shall depart from you, and
from your houses, and from your servants,
and fromyour people. They shall remain in
the river only.”

12 Moses and Aaron went out from
Pharaoh, and Moses cried to the LORD
concerning the frogs which he had brought
on Pharaoh.

13The LORD did according to the word of
Moses, and the frogs died out of the houses,
out of the courts, and out of the fields.

14 They gathered them together in heaps,
and the land stank.

15 But when Pharaoh saw that there was
a respite, he hardened his heart, and didn’t
listen to them, as the LORD had spoken.

16 The LORD said to Moses, “Tell Aaron,
‘Stretch out your rod, and strike the dust of
the earth, that it may become lice through-
out all the land of Egypt.’ ”

17 They did so; and Aaron stretched out
his handwith his rod, and struck the dust of
the earth, and there were lice on man, and
on animal; all the dust of the earth became
lice throughout all the land of Egypt.

18Themagicians triedwith their enchant-
ments to produce lice, but they couldn’t.
There were lice onman, and on animal.

19 Then the magicians said to Pharaoh,
“This is God’s finger;” but Pharaoh’s heart
was hardened, and he didn’t listen to them,
as the LORD had spoken.

20The LORD said to Moses, “Rise up early
in the morning, and stand before Pharaoh;
behold, he comes out to the water; and tell
him, ‘This is what the LORD says, “Let my
people go, that theymay serveme.

21 Else, if you will not let my people go,
behold, I will send swarms of flies on you,
and on your servants, and on your people,
and into your houses. The houses of the
Egyptians shall be full of swarms of flies,
and also the ground they are on.

22 I will set apart in that day the land of
Goshen, in which my people dwell, that no
swarmsofflies shall be there, to theendyou
may know that I am the LORD on the earth.

23 I will put a division betweenmy people
and your people. This sign shall happen by
tomorrow.” ’ ”

24 The LORD did so; and there came
grievous swarms of flies into the house of
Pharaoh, and into his servants’ houses. In
all the land of Egypt the landwas corrupted
by reason of the swarms of flies.

25 Pharaoh called for Moses and for
Aaron, and said, “Go, sacrifice to your God
in the land!”

26 Moses said, “It isn’t appropriate to do
so; forwe shall sacrifice the abomination of
the Egyptians to the LORD our God. Behold,
if we sacrifice the abomination of the Egyp-
tians before their eyes, won’t they stone us?

27We will go three days’ journey into the
wilderness, and sacrifice to the LORD our
God, as he shall command us.”

28Pharaoh said, “I will let you go, that you
may sacrifice to the LORD your God in the
wilderness, only you shall not go very far
away. Pray for me.”

29 Moses said, “Behold, I am going out
from you. I will pray to the LORD that the
swarms of flies may depart from Pharaoh,
from his servants, and from his people, to-
morrow; only don’t let Pharaoh deal deceit-
fully anymore innot letting thepeople go to
sacrifice to the LORD.”

30 Moses went out from Pharaoh, and
prayed to the LORD.

31The LORD did according to the word of
Moses, and he removed the swarms of flies
from Pharaoh, from his servants, and from
his people. There remained not one.

32 Pharaoh hardened his heart this time
also, and he didn’t let the people go.

9
1 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go in

to Pharaoh, and tell him, ‘This is what the
LORD, the God of the Hebrews, says: “Let
my people go, that theymay serveme.

2For if you refuse to let them go, and hold
them still,

3behold, the LORD’s hand is on your live-
stock which are in the field, on the horses,
on thedonkeys, on the camels, on theherds,
and on theflockswith a very grievous pesti-
lence.

4 The LORD will make a distinction be-
tween the livestock of Israel and the live-
stock of Egypt; and nothing shall die of all
that belongs to the children of Israel.” ’ ”

5 The LORD appointed a set time, saying,
“Tomorrow the LORD shall do this thing in
the land.”

6TheLORDdid that thing on the next day;
andall the livestock of Egypt died, but of the
livestock of the children of Israel, not one
died.

7 Pharaoh sent, and, behold, there was
not so much as one of the livestock of the
Israelites dead. But the heart of Pharaoh
was stubborn, and he didn’t let the people
go.

8 The LORD said to Moses and to Aaron,
“Take handfuls of ashes of the furnace, and
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let Moses sprinkle it towards the sky in the
sight of Pharaoh.

9 It shall become small dust over all the
land of Egypt, and shall be boils and blis-
ters breaking out on man and on animal,
throughout all the land of Egypt.”

10 They took ashes of the furnace, and
stood before Pharaoh; andMoses sprinkled
it up towards the sky; and it became boils
and blisters breaking out on man and on
animal.

11 The magicians couldn’t stand before
Moses because of the boils; for the boils
were on the magicians and on all the Egyp-
tians.

12 The LORD hardened the heart of
Pharaoh, and he didn’t listen to them, as
the LORD had spoken to Moses.

13The LORD said to Moses, “Rise up early
in the morning, and stand before Pharaoh,
and tell him, ‘This iswhat theLORD, theGod
of the Hebrews, says: “Let my people go,
that theymay serveme.

14 For this time I will send all my plagues
against your heart, against your officials,
and against your people; that you may
know that there is no one like me in all the
earth.

15For now Iwould have stretched outmy
hand, and struck you and your people with
pestilence, and youwould have been cut off
from the earth;

16 but indeed for this cause I have made
you stand: to show you my power, and that
my name may be declared throughout all
the earth,

17 because you still exalt yourself against
my people, that you won’t let them go.

18Behold, tomorrowabout this time Iwill
cause it to rain a very grievous hail, such as
has not been in Egypt since the day it was
founded even until now.

19 Now therefore command that all of
your livestock and all that you have in the
field be brought into shelter. The hail will
come down on every man and animal that
is found in thefield, and isn’t broughthome,
and they will die.” ’ ”

20 Those who feared the LORD’s word
amongst the servants of Pharaoh made
their servants and their livestock flee into
the houses.

21 Whoever didn’t respect the LORD’s
word left his servants and his livestock in
the field.

22 The LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out
your hand towards the sky, that there may
be hail in all the land of Egypt, onman, and
on animal, and on every herb of the field,
throughout the land of Egypt.”

23 Moses stretched out his rod towards
the heavens, and the LORD sent thunder

and hail; and lightning flashed down to the
earth. The LORD rained hail on the land of
Egypt.

24So therewas very severehail, and light-
ning mixed with the hail, such as had not
been in all the land of Egypt since it became
a nation.

25The hail struck throughout all the land
of Egypt all that was in the field, both man
and animal; and the hail struck every herb
of thefield, andbrokeevery treeof thefield.

26Only in the land of Goshen, where the
children of Israel were, there was no hail.

27Pharaoh sent and called for Moses and
Aaron, and said to them, “I have sinned this
time. The LORD is righteous, and I and my
people are wicked.

28 Pray to the LORD; for there has been
enough of mighty thunderings and hail. I
will let you go, andyou shall stayno longer.”

29 Moses said to him, “As soon as I have
gone out of the city, I will spread out my
hands to the LORD. The thunders shall
cease, and there will not be any more hail;
that you may know that the earth is the
LORD’s.

30 But as for you and your servants, I
know that youdon’t yet fear theLORDGod.”

31 The flax and the barley were struck,
for the barley had ripened and the flax was
blooming.

32 But the wheat and the spelt were not
struck, for they had not grown up.

33 Moses went out of the city from
Pharaoh, and spread out his hands to the
LORD; and the thunders and hail ceased,
and the rain was not poured on the earth.

34 When Pharaoh saw that the rain and
the hail and the thunders had ceased, he
sinnedyetmore, andhardenedhisheart, he
and his servants.

35 The heart of Pharaoh was hardened,
and he didn’t let the children of Israel go,
just as theLORDhadspoken throughMoses.

10
1 The LORD said to Moses, “Go in to

Pharaoh, for I have hardened his heart and
the heart of his servants, that I may show
these my signs amongst them;

2 and that you may tell in the hearing of
your son, and of your son’s son, what things
I have done to Egypt, and my signs which
I have done amongst them; that you may
know that I am the LORD.”

3 Moses and Aaron went in to Pharaoh,
and said to him, “This is what the LORD, the
God of the Hebrews, says: ‘How long will
you refuse to humble yourself before me?
Let my people go, that theymay serveme.
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4Or else, if you refuse to letmy people go,
behold, tomorrow I will bring locusts into
your country,

5 and they shall cover the surface of the
earth, so that one won’t be able to see the
earth. They shall eat the residue of that
which has escaped, which remains to you
fromthehail, and shall eat every treewhich
grows for you out of the field.

6 Your houses shall be filled, and the
houses of all your servants, and the houses
of all the Egyptians, as neither your fathers
nor your fathers’ fathers have seen, since
the day that they were on the earth to
this day.’ ” He turned, and went out from
Pharaoh.

7 Pharaoh’s servants said to him, “How
long will this man be a snare to us? Let
the men go, that they may serve the LORD,
their God. Don’t you yet know that Egypt is
destroyed?”

8Moses and Aaronwere brought again to
Pharaoh, andhe said to them, “Go, serve the
LORDyourGod; butwho are thosewhowill
go?”

9Moses said, “We will go with our young
and with our old. We will go with our sons
andwithourdaughters,withourflocks and
with our herds; for we must hold a feast to
the LORD.”

10He said to them, “TheLORDbewith you
if I let you go with your little ones! See, evil
is clearly before your faces.

11Not so! Go now you who are men, and
serve theLORD; for that iswhatyoudesire!”
Then they were driven out from Pharaoh’s
presence.

12 The LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out
your hand over the land of Egypt for the
locusts, that they may come up on the land
of Egypt, and eat every herb of the land,
even all that the hail has left.”

13 Moses stretched out his rod over the
landofEgypt, and theLORDbrought aneast
wind on the land all that day, and all night;
and when it was morning, the east wind
brought the locusts.

14 The locusts went up over all the land
of Egypt, and rested in all the borders of
Egypt. They were very grievous. Before
them there were no such locusts as they,
nor will there ever be again.

15 For they covered the surface of the
whole earth, so that the landwas darkened,
and they ate every herb of the land, and all
the fruit of the trees which the hail had left.
There remained nothing green, either tree

or herb of the field, through all the land of
Egypt.

16 Then Pharaoh called for Moses and
Aaron in haste, and he said, “I have sinned
against the LORD your God, and against
you.

17 Now therefore please forgive my sin
again, and pray to the LORD your God, that
hemay also take away fromme this death.”

18 Moses went out from Pharaoh, and
prayed to the LORD.

19 The LORD sent an exceedingly strong
west wind, which took up the locusts, and
drove them into the Red Sea.† There re-
mained not one locust in all the borders of
Egypt.

20 But the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s
heart, andhedidn’t let the childrenof Israel
go.

21 The LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out
your hand towards the sky, that there may
be darkness over the land of Egypt, even
darkness whichmay be felt.”

22Moses stretched out his hand towards
the sky, and there was a thick darkness in
all the land of Egypt for three days.

23 They didn’t see one another, and no-
body rose fromhis place for three days; but
all the children of Israel had light in their
dwellings.

24Pharaoh called to Moses, and said, “Go,
serve the LORD. Only let your flocks and
your herds stay behind. Let your little ones
also go with you.”

25Moses said, “Youmust also give into our
hand sacrifices andburnt offerings, thatwe
may sacrifice to the LORD our God.

26Our livestock also shall go with us. Not
a hoof shall be left behind, for of it wemust
take to serve the LORD our God; and we
don’t know with what we must serve the
LORD, until we come there.”

27 But the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s
heart, and he wouldn’t let them go.

28 Pharaoh said to him, “Get away from
me! Be careful to see my face no more; for
in the day you seemy face you shall die!”

29 Moses said, “You have spoken well. I
will see your face again nomore.”

11
1 The LORD said to Moses, “I will bring

yet one more plague on Pharaoh, and on
Egypt; afterwards he will let you go. When
he lets you go, he will surely thrust you out
altogether.

2 Speak now in the ears of the people,
and let everyman ask of his neighbour, and

† 10:19: “Red Sea” is the translation for the Hebrew “Yam Suf”, which could be more literally translated “Sea of Reeds”
or “Sea of Cattails”. It refers to the body ofwater currently knownas the Red Sea, or possibly to one of the bodies ofwater
connected to it or near it.
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every woman of her neighbour, jewels of
silver, and jewels of gold.”

3The LORD gave the people favour in the
sight of the Egyptians. Moreover, the man
Moses was very great in the land of Egypt,
in the sight of Pharaoh’s servants, and in the
sight of the people.

4Moses said, “This is what the LORD says:
‘Aboutmidnight Iwill goout into themiddle
of Egypt,

5and all the firstborn in the land of Egypt
shall die, from thefirstbornof Pharaohwho
sits on his throne, even to the firstborn of
the female servant who is behind the mill,
and all the firstborn of livestock.

6 There will be a great cry throughout all
the land of Egypt, such as there has not
been, nor will be anymore.

7But against any of the children of Israel
a dog won’t even bark or move its tongue,
against man or animal, that you may know
that the LORDmakes a distinction between
the Egyptians and Israel.

8 All these servants of yours will come
down to me, and bow down themselves to
me, saying, “Getout,withall thepeoplewho
followyou;” andafter that Iwill goout.’ ”He
went out from Pharaoh in hot anger.

9TheLORDsaid toMoses, “Pharaohwon’t
listen to you, that my wonders may bemul-
tiplied in the land of Egypt.”

10Moses and Aaron did all thesewonders
before Pharaoh, but the LORD hardened
Pharaoh’s heart, and he didn’t let the chil-
dren of Israel go out of his land.

12
1 The LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron in

the land of Egypt, saying,
2 “This month shall be to you the begin-

ning of months. It shall be the first month
of the year to you.

3 Speak to all the congregation of Israel,
saying, ‘On the tenth day of this month,
they shall take to them every man a lamb,
according to their fathers’ houses, a lamb
for a household;

4 and if the household is too little for a
lamb, then he and his neighbour next to his
house shall take one according to the num-
ber of the souls. You shall make your count
for the lamb according to what everyone
can eat.

5 Your lamb shall be without defect, a
male a year old. You shall take it from the
sheep or from the goats.

6You shall keep it until the fourteenthday
of the samemonth; and thewhole assembly
of the congregation of Israel shall kill it at
evening.

7 They shall take some of the blood, and
put it on the twodoorposts andon the lintel,
on the houses in which they shall eat it.

8 They shall eat the meat in that night,
roasted with fire, with unleavened bread.
They shall eat it with bitter herbs.

9 Don’t eat it raw, nor boiled at all with
water, but roasted with fire; with its head,
its legs and its inner parts.

10 You shall let nothing of it remain until
the morning; but that which remains of it
until the morning you shall burn with fire.

11 This is how you shall eat it: with your
belt on your waist, your sandals on your
feet, and your staff in your hand; and
you shall eat it in haste: it is the LORD’s
Passover.

12 For I will go through the land of Egypt
in that night, andwill strike all the firstborn
in the land of Egypt, bothmanandanimal. I
will execute judgements against all the gods
of Egypt. I am the LORD.

13The blood shall be to you for a token on
the houses where you are. When I see the
blood, I will pass over you, and no plague
will be on you to destroy you when I strike
the land of Egypt.

14 This day shall be a memorial for you.
You shall keep it as a feast to the LORD.
You shall keep it as a feast throughout your
generations by an ordinance forever.

15 “ ‘Seven days you shall eat unleavened
bread; even the first day you shall put away
yeast out of your houses, for whoever eats
leavened bread from the first day until the
seventh day, that soul shall be cut off from
Israel.

16 In the first day there shall be to you a
holy convocation, and in the seventh day a
holy convocation; no kind of work shall be
done in them, except that which everyman
must eat, only that may be done by you.

17 You shall observe the feast of unleav-
ened bread; for in this same day I have
brought your armies out of the land of
Egypt. Therefore you shall observe this day
throughout your generations by an ordi-
nance forever.

18 In the first month, on the fourteenth
day of the month at evening, you shall eat
unleavenedbread, until the twentyfirstday
of themonth at evening.

19 There shall be no yeast found in your
houses for seven days, for whoever eats
thatwhich is leavened, that soul shall be cut
off from the congregationof Israel,whether
he is a foreigner, or one who is born in the
land.

20 You shall eat nothing leavened. In all
your habitations you shall eat unleavened
bread.’ ”
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21 Then Moses called for all the elders of
Israel, and said to them, “Drawout, and take
lambs according to your families, and kill
the Passover.

22 You shall take a bunch of hyssop, and
dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and
strike the lintel and the two door posts with
the blood that is in the basin. None of you
shall go out of thedoor of his houseuntil the
morning.

23For theLORDwill pass through to strike
the Egyptians; and when he sees the blood
on the lintel, and on the two door posts,
the LORD will pass over the door, and will
not allow the destroyer to come in to your
houses to strike you.

24You shall observe this thing for an ordi-
nance to you and to your sons forever.

25 It shall happen when you have come
to the land which the LORD will give you,
as he has promised, that you shall keep this
service.

26 It will happen, when your children ask
you, ‘What do youmean by this service?’

27 that you shall say, ‘It is the sacrifice of
the LORD’s Passover, who passed over the
houses of the children of Israel in Egypt,
when he struck the Egyptians, and spared
our houses.’ ”
The people bowed their heads and wor-

shipped.
28 The children of Israel went and did so;

as the LORD had commanded Moses and
Aaron, so they did.

29 At midnight, the LORD struck all the
firstborn in the land of Egypt, from thefirst-
born of Pharaoh who sat on his throne to
the firstborn of the captive who was in the
dungeon, and all the firstborn of livestock.

30 Pharaoh rose up in the night, he, and
all his servants, and all the Egyptians; and
therewas a great cry in Egypt, for therewas
not a house where there was not one dead.

31Hecalled forMoses andAaronbynight,
and said, “Rise up, get out fromamongstmy
people, both you and the children of Israel;
and go, serve the LORD, as you have said!

32 Take both your flocks and your herds,
as you have said, and be gone; and blessme
also!”

33 The Egyptians were urgent with the
people, to send them out of the land in
haste, for they said, “We are all deadmen.”

34 The people took their dough before it
was leavened, their kneading troughsbeing
bound up in their clothes on their shoul-
ders.

35 The children of Israel did according to
the word of Moses; and they asked of the
Egyptians jewels of silver, and jewels of
gold, and clothing.

36TheLORDgave the people favour in the
sight of the Egyptians, so that they let them
have what they asked. They plundered the
Egyptians.

37 The children of Israel travelled from
Rameses to Succoth, about six hundred
thousand on foot who were men, in addi-
tion to children.

38 A mixed multitude went up also with
them, with flocks, herds, and even very
much livestock.

39 They baked unleavened cakes of the
dough which they brought out of Egypt;
for it wasn’t leavened, because they were
thrust out of Egypt, and couldn’t wait, and
they had not prepared any food for them-
selves.

40Now the time that the children of Israel
lived in Egypt was four hundred and thirty
years.

41 At the end of four hundred and thirty
years, to the day, all of the LORD’s armies
went out from the land of Egypt.

42 It is a night to be much observed to the
LORD for bringing them out from the land
ofEgypt. This is thatnight of theLORD, tobe
much observed by all the children of Israel
throughout their generations.

43 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron,
“This is the ordinance of the Passover. No
foreigner shall eat of it,

44but every man’s servant who is bought
for money, when you have circumcised
him, then shall he eat of it.

45 A foreigner and a hired servant shall
not eat of it.

46 It must be eaten in one house. You
shallnot carryanyof themeatoutsideof the
house. Do not break any of its bones.

47All the congregation of Israel shall keep
it.

48 When a stranger lives as a foreigner
with you, and would like to keep the
Passover to the LORD, let all his males be
circumcised, and then let him come near
and keep it. He shall be as one who is born
in the land; but no uncircumcised person
shall eat of it.

49 One law shall be to him who is born
at home, and to the stranger who lives as a
foreigner amongst you.”

50 All the children of Israel did so. As
the LORD commandedMoses andAaron, so
they did.

51 That same day, the LORD brought the
children of Israel out of the land of Egypt by
their armies.

13
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Sanctify to me all the firstborn, what-

ever opens thewomb amongst the children
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of Israel, both of man and of animal. It is
mine.”

3 Moses said to the people, “Remember
this day, in which you came out of Egypt,
out of the house of bondage; for by strength
of hand theLORDbrought youout from this
place. No leavened bread shall be eaten.

4Today you go out in themonth Abib.
5 It shall be, when the LORD brings you

into the land of the Canaanite, and the Hit-
tite, and the Amorite, and the Hivite, and
the Jebusite,whichhe swore to your fathers
to give you, a land flowing with milk and
honey, that you shall keep this service in
this month.

6 Seven days you shall eat unleavened
bread, and in the seventh day shall be a
feast to the LORD.

7 Unleavened bread shall be eaten
throughout the seven days; and no
leavened bread shall be seen with you. No
yeast shall be seenwith you, within all your
borders.

8 You shall tell your son in that day, say-
ing, ‘It is becauseof thatwhich theLORDdid
for mewhen I came out of Egypt.’

9 It shall be for a sign to you on your hand,
and for amemorial between your eyes, that
the LORD’s law may be in your mouth; for
with a strong hand the LORD has brought
you out of Egypt.

10You shall therefore keep this ordinance
in its season from year to year.

11 “It shall be, when the LORD brings you
into the land of the Canaanite, as he swore
to you and to your fathers, andwill give it to
you,

12 that you shall set apart to the LORD all
that opens the womb, and every firstborn
that comes fromananimalwhich youhave.
Themales shall be the LORD’s.

13 Every firstborn of a donkey you shall
redeem with a lamb; and if you will not
redeemit, thenyoushall break itsneck; and
you shall redeem all the firstborn of man
amongst your sons.

14 It shall be, when your son asks you in
time to come, saying, ‘What is this?’ that you
shall tell him, ‘By strengthofhand theLORD
brought us out from Egypt, from the house
of bondage.

15 When Pharaoh stubbornly refused to
let us go, the LORD killed all the firstborn in
the land of Egypt, both the firstborn ofman,
and the firstborn of livestock. Therefore
I sacrifice to the LORD all that opens the
womb, being males; but all the firstborn of
my sons I redeem.’

16 It shall be for a sign on your hand,
and for symbols between your eyes; for by

strength of hand the LORD brought us out
of Egypt.”

17 When Pharaoh had let the people go,
God didn’t lead them by the way of the
land of the Philistines, although that was
near; for God said, “Lest perhaps the people
change their minds when they see war, and
they return to Egypt”;

18 but God led the people around by the
way of the wilderness by the Red Sea; and
the children of Israel went up armed out of
the land of Egypt.

19 Moses took the bones of Joseph with
him, for he had made the children of Israel
swear, saying, “God will surely visit you,
and you shall carry upmybones away from
here with you.”

20 They took their journey from Succoth,
and encamped in Etham, in the edge of the
wilderness.

21 The LORD went before them by day in
a pillar of cloud, to lead them on their way,
and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them
light, that theymight gobydayandbynight:

22 the pillar of cloud by day, and the pillar
of fire by night, didn’t depart from before
the people.

14
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2“Speak to the childrenof Israel, that they

turn back and encamp before Pihahiroth,
between Migdol and the sea, before Baal
Zephon. You shall encampopposite it by the
sea.

3Pharaohwill sayof thechildrenof Israel,
‘They are entangled in the land. Thewilder-
ness has shut them in.’

4 I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and he
will follow after them; and I will get hon-
our over Pharaoh, and over all his armies;
and the Egyptians shall know that I am the
LORD.” They did so.

5 The king of Egypt was told that the peo-
ple had fled; and the heart of Pharaoh and
of his servants was changed towards the
people, and they said, “What is thiswe have
done, thatwehave let Israel go fromserving
us?”

6 He prepared his chariot, and took his
armywith him;

7 and he took six hundred chosen chari-
ots, and all the chariots of Egypt, with cap-
tains over all of them.

8 The LORD hardened the heart of
Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued the
children of Israel; for the children of Israel
went out with a high hand.†

† 14:8: or, defiantly.
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9 The Egyptians pursued them. All the
horses and chariots of Pharaoh, his horse-
men, and his army overtook them encamp-
ing by the sea, beside Pihahiroth, before
Baal Zephon.

10When Pharaoh came near, the children
of Israel lifted up their eyes, and behold,
the Egyptians were marching after them;
and they were very afraid. The children of
Israel cried out to the LORD.

11 They said to Moses, “Because there
were no graves in Egypt, have you taken us
away to die in the wilderness? Why have
you treated us this way, to bring us out of
Egypt?

12 Isn’t this the word that we spoke to you
in Egypt, saying, ‘Leave us alone, that we
mayserve theEgyptians’? For itwouldhave
been better for us to serve the Egyptians
than to die in the wilderness.”

13 Moses said to the people, “Don’t be
afraid. Stand still, and see the salvation of
theLORD,whichhewillwork for you today;
for you will never again see the Egyptians
whom you have seen today.

14 The LORD will fight for you, and you
shall be still.”

15 The LORD said to Moses, “Why do you
cry to me? Speak to the children of Israel,
that they go forward.

16 Lift up your rod, and stretch out your
hand over the sea and divide it. Then the
children of Israel shall go into themiddle of
the sea on dry ground.

17Behold, I myself will harden the hearts
of the Egyptians, and they will go in af-
ter them. I will get myself honour over
Pharaoh, and over all his armies, over his
chariots, and over his horsemen.

18The Egyptians shall know that I am the
LORD when I have gotten myself honour
over Pharaoh, over his chariots, and over
his horsemen.”

19 The angel of God, who went before the
camp of Israel, moved and went behind
them; and the pillar of cloud moved from
before them, and stood behind them.

20 It came between the camp of Egypt and
the camp of Israel. Therewas the cloud and
the darkness, yet it gave light by night. One
didn’t come near the other all night.

21Moses stretched out his hand over the
sea, and the LORD caused the sea to go
back by a strong east wind all night, and
made the sea dry land, and thewaterswere
divided.

22 The children of Israel went into the
middleof the seaon thedryground; and the

waters were a wall to them on their right
hand and on their left.

23 The Egyptians pursued, and went in
after them into the middle of the sea: all
of Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots, and his
horsemen.

24 In themorningwatch, the LORD looked
out on the Egyptian army through the pillar
of fire and of cloud, and confused the Egyp-
tian army.

25 He took off their chariot wheels, and
they drove them heavily; so that the Egyp-
tians said, “Let’s flee from the face of Israel,
for the LORD fights for them against the
Egyptians!”

26 The LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out
your hand over the sea, that the waters
may come again on the Egyptians, on their
chariots, and on their horsemen.”

27Moses stretched out his hand over the
sea, and the sea returned to its strength
when themorning appeared; and the Egyp-
tians fled against it. The LORD overthrew
the Egyptians in themiddle of the sea.

28 The waters returned, and covered
the chariots and the horsemen, even all
Pharaoh’s army thatwent in after them into
the sea. There remainednot somuchas one
of them.

29But the children of Israelwalked ondry
land in themiddle of the sea, and thewaters
were awall to them on their right hand and
on their left.

30Thus theLORDsaved Israel that dayout
of the hand of the Egyptians; and Israel saw
the Egyptians dead on the seashore.

31 Israel saw the great work which the
LORD did to the Egyptians, and the people
feared the LORD; and they believed in the
LORD and in his servant Moses.

15
1 Then Moses and the children of Israel

sang this song to the LORD,† and said,
“I will sing to the LORD, for he has tri-

umphed gloriously.
He has thrown the horse and his rider
into the sea.

2The LORD‡ is my strength and song.
He has becomemy salvation.

This is my God, and I will praise him;
my father’s God, and I will exalt him.

3The LORD is a man of war.
The LORD§ is his name.

4 He has cast Pharaoh’s chariots and his
army into the sea.

His chosen captains are sunk in theRed
Sea.

† 15:1: LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short
form יה Yah. ‡ 15:2: Hebrew: יה Yah § 15:3: LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except
when otherwise noted as being from the short form יה Yah.
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5The deeps cover them.
They went down into the depths like a
stone.

6 Your right hand, LORD, is glorious in
power.

Your right hand, LORD, dashes the en-
emy in pieces.

7 In the greatness of your excellency, you
overthrow those who rise up against
you.

You send out your wrath. It consumes
them as stubble.

8With the blast of your nostrils, the waters
were piled up.

The floods stood upright as a heap.
The deeps were congealed in the heart
of the sea.

9 The enemy said, ‘I will pursue. I will
overtake. I will divide the plunder.

My desire will be satisfied on them.
I will draw my sword. My hand will
destroy them.’

10You blewwith your wind.
The sea covered them.
They sank like lead in the mighty wa-
ters.

11Who is like you, LORD, amongst the gods?
Who is like you, glorious in holiness,
fearful in praises, doing wonders?

12You stretched out your right hand.
The earth swallowed them.

13 “You, in your loving kindness, have led
the people that you have redeemed.

You have guided them in your strength
to your holy habitation.

14The peoples have heard.
They tremble.
Pangs have taken hold of the inhabi-
tants of Philistia.

15Then the chiefs of Edomwere dismayed.
Trembling takes hold of the mighty
men of Moab.

All the inhabitants of Canaan have
melted away.

16Terror and dread falls on them.
By the greatness of your arm they are
as still as a stone,

until your people pass over, LORD,
until the people you have purchased
pass over.

17 You will bring them in, and plant
them in themountain of your inheri-
tance,

the place, LORD, which you have made
for yourself to dwell in:

the sanctuary, Lord, which your hands
have established.

18The LORDwill reign forever and ever.”
19For the horses of Pharaoh went in with

his chariots andwith his horsemen into the

sea, and the LORD brought back the waters
of the sea on them; but the childrenof Israel
walked on dry land in themiddle of the sea.

20 Miriam the prophetess, the sister of
Aaron, took a tambourine in her hand; and
all the womenwent out after her with tam-
bourines and with dances.

21Miriam answered them,
“Sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed

gloriously.
He has thrown the horse and his rider into

the sea.”
22Moses led Israel onward from the Red

Sea, and they went out into the wilderness
of Shur; and they went three days in the
wilderness, and found no water.

23 When they came to Marah, they
couldn’t drink from the waters of Marah,
for they were bitter. Therefore its name
was calledMarah.†

24 The people murmured against Moses,
saying, “What shall we drink?”

25 Then he cried to the LORD. The LORD
showed him a tree, and he threw it into the
waters, and the waters were made sweet.
There he made a statute and an ordinance
for them, and there he tested them.

26He said, “If you will diligently listen to
the LORD your God’s voice, and will do that
which is right inhis eyes, andwill payatten-
tion to his commandments, and keep all his
statutes, I will put none of the diseases on
youwhich I have put on the Egyptians; for I
am the LORDwho heals you.”

27 They came to Elim, where there were
twelve springs of water and seventy palm
trees. They encamped there by the waters.

16
1 They took their journey from Elim, and

all the congregation of the children of Israel
came to the wilderness of Sin, which is be-
tweenElimandSinai, on thefifteenthdayof
the second month after their departing out
of the land of Egypt.

2 The whole congregation of the chil-
drenof IsraelmurmuredagainstMoses and
against Aaron in the wilderness;

3 and the children of Israel said to them,
“We wish that we had died by the LORD’s
hand in the land of Egypt, when we sat
by the meat pots, when we ate our fill of
bread, for you have brought us out into this
wilderness to kill this whole assembly with
hunger.”

4 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Behold,
I will rain bread from the sky for you, and
the people shall go out and gather a day’s
portion every day, that I may test them,
whether they will walk inmy law or not.

† 15:23: Marahmeans bitter.
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5 It shall come to pass on the sixth day,
that they shall prepare that which they
bring in, and it shall be twice as much as
they gather daily.”

6Moses and Aaron said to all the children
of Israel, “At evening, you shall know that
theLORDhasbroughtyouout fromthe land
of Egypt.

7 In themorning, you shall see the LORD’s
glory; because he hears your murmurings
against the LORD. Who are we, that you
murmur against us?”

8 Moses said, “Now the LORD will give
you meat to eat in the evening, and in the
morning bread to satisfy you, because the
LORD hears your murmurings which you
murmur against him. And who are we?
Your murmurings are not against us, but
against the LORD.”

9 Moses said to Aaron, “Tell all the con-
gregation of the children of Israel, ‘Come
close to the LORD, for he has heard your
murmurings.’ ”

10As Aaron spoke to the whole congrega-
tion of the children of Israel, they looked
towards the wilderness, and behold, the
LORD’s glory appeared in the cloud.

11The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
12 “I have heard the murmurings of the

children of Israel. Speak to them, saying,
‘At evening you shall eat meat, and in the
morning you shall be filled with bread.
Thenyouwill knowthat I amtheLORDyour
God.’ ”

13 In the evening, quail came up and cov-
ered the camp; and in themorning the dew
lay around the camp.

14 When the dew that lay had gone, be-
hold, on the surface of thewildernesswas a
small round thing, small as the frost on the
ground.

15When the children of Israel saw it, they
said to one another, “What is it?” For they
didn’t know what it was. Moses said to
them, “It is the bread which the LORD has
given you to eat.

16 This is the thing which the LORD has
commanded: ‘Gather of it everyone accord-
ing tohis eating; anomer†ahead, according
to the number of your persons, you shall
take it, every man for those who are in his
tent.’ ”

17The children of Israel did so, and some
gatheredmore, some less.

18When they measured it with an omer,
he who gathered much had nothing over,
and he who gathered little had no lack.
They each gathered according to his eating.

19Moses said to them, “Let no one leave of
it until the morning.”

20 Notwithstanding they didn’t listen to
Moses, but some of them left of it until
the morning, so it bred worms and became
foul; andMoses was angry with them.

21 They gathered it morning by morning,
everyone according to his eating. When the
sun grew hot, it melted.

22On the sixth day, they gathered twice as
much bread, two omers for each one; and
all the rulers of the congregation came and
told Moses.

23He said to them, “This is that which the
LORD has spoken, ‘Tomorrow is a solemn
rest, a holy Sabbath to the LORD. Bake that
whichyouwant tobake, andboil thatwhich
you want to boil; and all that remains over
lay up for yourselves to be kept until the
morning.’ ”

24 They laid it up until the morning, as
Moses ordered, and it didn’t become foul,
and there were no worms in it.

25Moses said, “Eat that today, for today is
a Sabbath to the LORD. Today you shall not
find it in the field.

26 Six days you shall gather it, but on the
seventh day is the Sabbath. In it there shall
be none.”

27On the seventh day, some of the people
went out to gather, and they found none.

28 The LORD said to Moses, “How long do
you refuse to keepmy commandments and
my laws?

29 Behold, because the LORD has given
you the Sabbath, therefore he gives you on
the sixth day the bread of two days. Every-
one stay inhis place. Let no one go out of his
place on the seventh day.”

30So thepeople rested on the seventhday.
31 The house of Israel called its name

“Manna”,‡ and it was like coriander seed,
white; and its taste was like wafers with
honey.

32Moses said, “This is the thingwhich the
LORD has commanded, ‘Let an omer-full of
it be kept throughout your generations, that
theymay see the breadwithwhich I fed you
in thewilderness,when Ibroughtyououtof
the land of Egypt.’ ”

33Moses said to Aaron, “Take a pot, and
put an omer-full of manna in it, and lay it
up before the LORD, to be kept throughout
your generations.”

34 As the LORD commanded Moses, so
Aaron laid it up before the Testimony, to be
kept.

35 The children of Israel ate the manna
forty years, until they came to an inhabited

† 16:16: An omer is about 2.2 litres or about 2.3 quarts ‡ 16:31: “Manna” means “What is it?” § 16:36: 1 ephah
is about 22 litres or about 2/3 of a bushel
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land. Theyate themannauntil they came to
the borders of the land of Canaan.

36Nowanomer is one tenth of an ephah.§

17
1 All the congregation of the children

of Israel travelled from the wilderness of
Sin, starting according to the LORD’s com-
mandment, and encamped in Rephidim;
but there was no water for the people to
drink.

2 Therefore the people quarrelled with
Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.”
Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel

withme? Why do you test the LORD?”
3The peoplewere thirsty for water there;

so the people murmured against Moses,
and said, “Why have you brought us up out
of Egypt, to kill us, our children, and our
livestock with thirst?”

4Moses cried to the LORD, saying, “What
shall I do with these people? They are
almost ready to stoneme.”

5 The LORD said to Moses, “Walk on be-
fore the people, and take the elders of Israel
with you, and take the rod in your hand
with which you struck the Nile, and go.

6 Behold, I will stand before you there
on the rock in Horeb. You shall strike the
rock, and water will come out of it, that the
peoplemaydrink.” Mosesdid so in the sight
of the elders of Israel.

7Hecalled thenameof theplaceMassah,†
and Meribah,‡ because the children of Is-
rael quarrelled, andbecause they tested the
LORD, saying, “Is the LORD amongst us, or
not?”

8 Then Amalek came and fought with Is-
rael in Rephidim.

9 Moses said to Joshua, “Choose men for
us, and go out to fight with Amalek. Tomor-
row I will stand on the top of the hill with
God’s rod inmy hand.”

10 So Joshua did as Moses had told him,
and foughtwithAmalek; andMoses, Aaron,
and Hur went up to the top of the hill.

11 When Moses held up his hand, Israel
prevailed. When he let down his hand,
Amalek prevailed.

12 But Moses’ hands were heavy; so they
took a stone, and put it under him, and he
sat on it. Aaron and Hur held up his hands,
the one on the one side, and the other on
the other side. His hands were steady until
sunset.

13 Joshua defeated Amalek and his people
with the edge of the sword.

14The LORD said toMoses, “Write this for
amemorial in a book, and rehearse it in the
ears of Joshua: that Iwill utterly blot out the
memory of Amalek from under the sky.”

15 Moses built an altar, and called its
name “The LORD our Banner”.§

16 He said, “The LORD† has sworn: ‘The
LORD‡ will have war with Amalek from
generation to generation.’ ”

18
1Now Jethro, the priest of Midian, Moses’

father-in-law, heard of all that God had
done for Moses and for Israel his people,
how the LORD had brought Israel out of
Egypt.

2 Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, received
Zipporah,Moses’wife, after he had sent her
away,

3 and her two sons. The name of one son
was Gershom,† forMoses said, “I have lived
as a foreigner in a foreign land”.

4 The name of the other was Eliezer,‡ for
he said, “My father’s God was my help and
deliveredme from Pharaoh’s sword.”

5 Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, came with
Moses’ sons and his wife to Moses into the
wilderness where he was encamped, at the
Mountain of God.

6He said to Moses, “I, your father-in-law
Jethro, have come to you with your wife,
and her two sons with her.”

7 Moses went out to meet his father-in-
law, andbowed and kissed him. They asked
each other of their welfare, and they came
into the tent.

8Moses told his father-in-law all that the
LORDhad done to Pharaoh and to the Egyp-
tians for Israel’s sake, all the hardships that
had come on them on the way, and how the
LORD delivered them.

9 Jethro rejoiced for all the goodness
which the LORD had done to Israel, in that
hehaddelivered themoutof thehandof the
Egyptians.

10 Jethro said, “Blessed be the LORD, who
has delivered you out of the hand of the
Egyptians, and out of the hand of Pharaoh;
who has delivered the people from under
the hand of the Egyptians.

11 Now I know that the LORD is greater
than all gods because of the way that they
treated people arrogantly.”

† 17:7:Massahmeans testing. ‡ 17:7:Meribahmeans quarrelling. § 17:15: Or, The LORDNissi. LORD or GOD in
all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short form יה Yah. † 17:16:
Hebrew: יה Yah ‡ 17:16: LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as
being from the short form יה Yah. † 18:3: “Gershom” sounds like the Hebrew for “an alien there”. ‡ 18:4: Eliezer
means “God is my helper”.
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12 Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, took a
burnt offering and sacrifices for God.
Aaron came with all the elders of Israel, to
eat bread with Moses’ father-in-law before
God.

13On the next day, Moses sat to judge the
people, and the people stood aroundMoses
from themorning to the evening.

14WhenMoses’ father-in-law saw all that
he did to the people, he said, “What is this
thing that you do for the people? Why
do you sit alone, and all the people stand
around you frommorning to evening?”

15 Moses said to his father-in-law, “Be-
cause the people come to me to enquire of
God.

16 When they have a matter, they come
to me, and I judge between a man and
his neighbour, and I make them know the
statutes of God, and his laws.”

17Moses’ father-in-law said to him, “The
thing that you do is not good.

18 You will surely wear away, both you,
and this people that is with you; for the
thing is too heavy for you. You are not able
to perform it yourself alone.

19 Listen now to my voice. I will give
you counsel, and God be with you. You
represent the people before God, and bring
the causes to God.

20 You shall teach them the statutes and
the laws, and shall show them the way in
which they must walk, and the work that
theymust do.

21 Moreover you shall provide out of all
the people able men which fear God: men
of truth, hating unjust gain; and place such
over them, to be rulers of thousands, rulers
of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of
tens.

22 Let them judge the people at all times.
It shall be that every greatmatter they shall
bring to you, but every small matter they
shall judge themselves. So shall it be easier
for you, and they shall share the load with
you.

23 If you will do this thing, and God com-
mands you so, then you will be able to
endure, and all these people also will go to
their place in peace.”

24 So Moses listened to the voice of his
father-in-law, and did all that he had said.

25 Moses chose able men out of all Is-
rael, andmade themheads over the people,
rulers of thousands, rulers of hundreds,
rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens.

26 They judged the people at all times.
They brought the hard cases to Moses, but
every smallmatter they judged themselves.

27Moses let his father-in-law depart, and
he went his way into his own land.

19
1 In the third month after the children of

Israel had gone out of the land of Egypt, on
that same day they came into the wilder-
ness of Sinai.

2 When they had departed from
Rephidim, and had come to the wilderness
of Sinai, they encamped in the wilderness;
and there Israel encamped before the
mountain.

3 Moses went up to God, and the LORD
called to him out of the mountain, saying,
“This is what you shall tell the house of
Jacob, and tell the children of Israel:

4 ‘You have seen what I did to the Egyp-
tians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings,
and brought you tomyself.

5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey
my voice and keep my covenant, then you
shall be my own possession from amongst
all peoples; for all the earth is mine;

6 and you shall be to me a kingdom of
priests and a holy nation.’ These are the
wordswhichyou shall speak to the children
of Israel.”

7Moses came and called for the elders of
the people, and set before them all these
words which the LORD commanded him.

8 All the people answered together, and
said, “All that the LORD has spoken we will
do.”
Moses reported thewordsof thepeople to

the LORD.
9TheLORD said toMoses, “Behold, I come

to you in a thick cloud, that the people may
hear when I speak with you, and may also
believe you forever.” Moses told the words
of the people to the LORD.

10The LORD said toMoses, “Go to the peo-
ple, and sanctify them today and tomorrow,
and let themwash their garments,

11 and be ready for the third day; for on
the third day the LORD will come down in
the sight of all the people onMount Sinai.

12 You shall set bounds to the people all
around, saying, ‘Be careful that you don’t
go up onto the mountain, or touch its bor-
der. Whoever touches the mountain shall
be surely put to death.

13 No hand shall touch him, but he shall
surely be stoned or shot through; whether
it is animal orman, he shall not live.’ When
the trumpet sounds long, theyshall comeup
to themountain.”

14Moses went down from the mountain
to thepeople, and sanctified thepeople; and
they washed their clothes.

15He said to the people, “Be ready by the
third day. Don’t have sexual relations with
a woman.”

16On the third day, when it wasmorning,
there were thunders and lightnings, and a
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thick cloud on themountain, and the sound
of an exceedingly loud trumpet; and all the
people whowere in the camp trembled.

17Moses led the people out of the camp to
meet God; and they stood at the lower part
of themountain.

18All ofMount Sinai smoked, because the
LORD descended on it in fire; and its smoke
ascended like the smoke of a furnace, and
the whole mountain quaked greatly.

19 When the sound of the trumpet grew
louder and louder, Moses spoke, and God
answered him by a voice.

20 The LORD came down on Mount Sinai,
to the top of themountain. The LORD called
Moses to the topof themountain, andMoses
went up.

21 The LORD said to Moses, “Go down,
warn the people, lest they break through to
the LORD to gaze, andmany of themperish.

22 Let the priests also, who come near
to the LORD, sanctify themselves, lest the
LORD break out on them.”

23 Moses said to the LORD, “The peo-
ple can’t come up to Mount Sinai, for you
warned us, saying, ‘Set bounds around the
mountain, and sanctify it.’ ”

24 The LORD said to him, “Go down! You
shall bring Aaron up with you, but don’t let
the priests and the people break through
to come up to the LORD, lest he break out
against them.”

25SoMoses went down to the people, and
told them.

20
1God† spoke all these words, saying,
2 “I am the LORD your God, who brought

youout of the landofEgypt, out of thehouse
of bondage.

3“You shall havenoother godsbeforeme.
4 “You shall not make for yourselves an

idol, nor any image of anything that is in
the heavens above, or that is in the earth
beneath, or that is in the water under the
earth:

5 you shall not bow yourself down to
them, nor serve them, for I, the LORD your
God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity
of the fathers on the children, on the third
and on the fourth generation of those who
hate me,

6 and showing loving kindness to thou-
sands of those who love me and keep my
commandments.

7 “You shall not misuse the name of the
LORD‡ your God,§ for the LORD will not
hold him guiltless whomisuses his name.

8 “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it
holy.

9You shall labour six days, anddoall your
work,

10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the
LORD your God. You shall not do any work
in it, you, nor your son, nor your daughter,
your male servant, nor your female ser-
vant, nor your livestock, nor your stranger
who is within your gates;

11 for in six days the LORD made heaven
and earth, the sea, and all that is in them,
and rested the seventh day; therefore the
LORD blessed the Sabbath day, and made it
holy.

12 “Honour your father and your mother,
that your days may be long in the land
which the LORD your God gives you.

13 “You shall not murder.
14 “You shall not commit adultery.
15 “You shall not steal.
16 “You shall not give false testimony

against your neighbour.
17 “You shall not covet your neighbour’s

house. You shall not covet your neighbour’s
wife, nor his male servant, nor his female
servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor
anything that is your neighbour’s.”

18 All the people perceived the thunder-
ings, the lightnings, the sound of the trum-
pet, and the mountain smoking. When the
people saw it, they trembled, and stayed at
a distance.

19 They said to Moses, “Speak with us
yourself, and we will listen; but don’t let
God speak with us, lest we die.”

20 Moses said to the people, “Don’t be
afraid, for God has come to test you, and
that his fear may be before you, that you
won’t sin.”

21 The people stayed at a distance, and
Moses came near to the thick darkness
where Godwas.

22 The LORD said to Moses, “This is what
you shall tell the children of Israel: ‘You
yourselveshaveseen that Ihave talkedwith
you from heaven.

23You shall most certainly not make gods
of silver or gods of gold for yourselves to be
alongsideme.

24You shallmake an altar of earth forme,
and shall sacrificeon it yourburnt offerings
and your peace offerings, your sheep and
your cattle. In every place where I record
my name I will come to you and I will bless
you.

† 20:1: After “God”, the Hebrew has the two letters “Aleph Tav” (the first and last letters of the Hebrew alphabet), not as
a word, but as a grammatical marker. ‡ 20:7: LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when

otherwise noted as being from the short form יה Yah. § 20:7: or, You shall not take the name of the LORD your God
in vain
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25 If you make me an altar of stone, you
shall not build it of cut stones; for if you lift
up your tool on it, you have polluted it.

26You shall not go up by steps to my altar,
that your nakedness may not be exposed to
it.’

21
1 “Now these are the ordinances which

you shall set before them:
2 “If you buy a Hebrew servant, he shall

serve six years, and in the seventh he shall
go out free without paying anything.

3 If he comes in by himself, he shall go out
by himself. If he is married, then his wife
shall go out with him.

4 If his master gives him a wife and she
bears him sons or daughters, the wife and
her children shall be her master’s, and he
shall go out by himself.

5But if the servant shall plainly say, ‘I love
mymaster, mywife, andmy children. I will
not go out free;’

6 then his master shall bring him to God,
and shall bring him to the door or to the
doorpost, and his master shall bore his ear
throughwith anawl, andhe shall servehim
forever.

7 “If a man sells his daughter to be a
female servant, she shall not go out as the
male servants do.

8 If shedoesn’t pleasehermaster,whohas
married her to himself, then he shall let her
be redeemed. He shall have no right to sell
her to a foreign people, since he has dealt
deceitfully with her.

9 If hemarries her to his son, he shall deal
with her as a daughter.

10 If he takes another wife to himself, he
shall not diminish her food, her clothing,
and her marital rights.

11 If he doesn’t do these three things for
her, she may go free without paying any
money.

12 “One who strikes a man so that he dies
shall surely be put to death,

13 but not if it is unintentional, but God
allows it to happen; then I will appoint you
a place where he shall flee.

14 If a man schemes and comes presump-
tuously on his neighbour to kill him, you
shall take him from my altar, that he may
die.

15 “Anyone who attacks his father or his
mother shall be surely put to death.

16 “Anyone who kidnaps someone and
sells him, or if he is found in his hand, he
shall surely be put to death.

17 “Anyone who curses his father or his
mother shall surely be put to death.

18 “If men quarrel and one strikes the
other with a stone, or with his fist, and he
doesn’t die, but is confined to bed;

19 if he rises again andwalks aroundwith
his staff, then he who struck him shall be
cleared; only he shall pay for the loss of his
time, and shall provide for his healing until
he is thoroughly healed.

20 “If aman strikes his servant or hismaid
with a rod, and he dies under his hand, the
man shall surely be punished.

21Notwithstanding, if his servant gets up
after a day or two, he shall not be punished,
for the servant is his property.

22 “If men fight and hurt a pregnant
woman so that she gives birth prematurely,
and yet no harm follows, he shall be surely
fined as much as the woman’s husband de-
mands and the judges allow.

23But if any harm follows, then youmust
take life for life,

24 eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for
hand, foot for foot,

25 burning for burning, wound for
wound, and bruise for bruise.

26“If amanstrikeshis servant’s eye, orhis
maid’s eye, and destroys it, he shall let him
go free for his eye’s sake.

27 If he strikes out his male servant’s
tooth, or his female servant’s tooth, he shall
let the servant go free for his tooth’s sake.

28 “If a bull gores a man or a woman to
death, the bull shall surely be stoned, and
itsmeat shall not be eaten; but the owner of
the bull shall not be held responsible.

29 But if the bull had a habit of goring in
the past, and this has been testified to its
owner, and he has not kept it in, but it has
killed a man or a woman, the bull shall be
stoned, and its owner shall also be put to
death.

30 If a ransom is imposed on him, then
he shall give for the redemption of his life
whatever is imposed.

31Whether it has gored a son or has gored
a daughter, according to this judgement it
shall be done to him.

32 If the bull gores a male servant or a fe-
male servant, thirty shekels† of silver shall
be given to their master, and the ox shall be
stoned.

33 “If a man opens a pit, or if a man digs
a pit and doesn’t cover it, and a bull or a
donkey falls into it,

34 the owner of the pit shall make it good.
He shall give money to its owner, and the
dead animal shall be his.

35 “If one man’s bull injures another’s,
so that it dies, then they shall sell the live

† 21:32: A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 30 shekels is about 300 grams or about 10.6 ounces.
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bull, and divide its price; and they shall also
divide the dead animal.

36Or if it is known that the bull was in the
habit of goring in thepast, and its ownerhas
not kept it in, he shall surely pay bull for
bull, and the dead animal shall be his own.

22
1 “If a man steals an ox or a sheep, and

kills it or sells it, he shall pay five oxen for
an ox, and four sheep for a sheep.

2 If the thief is found breaking in, and is
struck so that he dies, there shall be no guilt
of bloodshed for him.

3 If the sun has risen on him, he is guilty
of bloodshed. He shall make restitution. If
he has nothing, then he shall be sold for his
theft.

4 If the stolen property is found in his
hand alive, whether it is ox, donkey, or
sheep, he shall pay double.

5 “If a man causes a field or vineyard to
be eaten by letting his animal loose, and it
grazes in anotherman’s field, he shallmake
restitution from the best of his own field,
and from the best of his own vineyard.

6 “If fire breaks out, and catches in thorns
so that the shocks of grain, or the standing
grain, or the field are consumed; he who
kindled the fire shall surely make restitu-
tion.

7 “If a man delivers to his neighbour
money or stuff to keep, and it is stolen out
of the man’s house, if the thief is found, he
shall pay double.

8 If the thief isn’t found, then the master
of the house shall come near to God, to find
out whether or not he has put his hand on
his neighbour’s goods.

9 For every matter of trespass, whether it
is for ox, for donkey, for sheep, for cloth-
ing, or for any kind of lost thing, about
which one says, ‘This is mine,’ the cause
of both parties shall come before God. He
whom God condemns shall pay double to
his neighbour.

10 “If a man delivers to his neighbour a
donkey, an ox, a sheep, or any animal to
keep, and it dies or is injured, or driven
away, noman seeing it;

11 the oath of the LORD shall be between
them both, he has not put his hand on his
neighbour’s goods; and its owner shall ac-
cept it, and he shall not make restitution.

12But if it is stolen fromhim, the onewho
stole shall make restitution to its owner.

13 If it is torn in pieces, let him bring it
for evidence. He shall not make good that
which was torn.

14 “If a man borrows anything of his
neighbour’s, and it is injured, or dies, its

owner not being with it, he shall surely
make restitution.

15 If its owner is with it, he shall not make
it good. If it is a leased thing, it came for its
lease.

16 “If a man entices a virgin who isn’t
pledged to bemarried, and lies with her, he
shall surely pay a dowry for her to be his
wife.

17 If her father utterly refuses to give her
to him, he shall paymoney according to the
dowry of virgins.

18 “You shall not allow a sorceress to live.
19 “Whoever has sex with an animal shall

surely be put to death.
20 “Hewho sacrifices to any god, except to

the LORD only, shall be utterly destroyed.
21 “You shall not wrong an alien or op-

press him, for you were aliens in the land
of Egypt.

22 “You shall not take advantage of any
widow or fatherless child.

23 If you takeadvantageof themat all, and
they cry at all to me, I will surely hear their
cry;

24 and my wrath will grow hot, and I will
kill you with the sword; and your wives
shall be widows, and your children father-
less.

25 “If you lendmoney to any ofmy people
with you who is poor, you shall not be to
him as a creditor. You shall not charge him
interest.

26 If you take your neighbour’s garment
as collateral, you shall restore it to him
before the sun goes down,

27 for that is his only covering, it is his
garment for his skin. What would he sleep
in? It will happen, when he cries tome, that
I will hear, for I am gracious.

28 “You shall not blaspheme God, nor
curse a ruler of your people.

29 “You shall not delay to offer from
your harvest and from the outflow of your
presses.

“You shall give the firstborn of your sons
to me.

30 You shall do likewise with your cattle
and with your sheep. It shall be with its
mother seven days, then on the eighth day
you shall give it to me.

31 “You shall be holymen tome, therefore
you shall not eat any meat that is torn by
animals in the field. You shall cast it to the
dogs.

23
1 “You shall not spread a false report.

Don’t join your hand with the wicked to be
amalicious witness.
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2 “You shall not follow a crowd to do evil.
You shall not testify in court to side with a
multitude to pervert justice.

3 You shall not favour a poor man in his
cause.

4 “If you meet your enemy’s ox or his
donkey going astray, you shall surely bring
it back to him again.

5 If you see the donkey of him who hates
you fallen down under his burden, don’t
leave him. You shall surely help him with
it.

6 “You shall not deny justice to your poor
people in their lawsuits.

7 “Keep far from a false charge, and don’t
kill the innocent andrighteous; for Iwill not
justify the wicked.

8 “You shall take no bribe, for a bribe
blinds those who have sight and perverts
the words of the righteous.

9 “You shall not oppress an alien, for you
know the heart of an alien, since you were
aliens in the land of Egypt.

10 “For six years you shall sow your land,
and shall gather in its increase,

11but the seventh year you shall let it rest
and lie fallow, that the poor of your people
may eat; and what they leave the animal
of the field shall eat. In the same way, you
shall dealwithyourvineyardandwithyour
olive grove.

12 “Six days you shall do your work, and
on the seventh day you shall rest, that your
ox and your donkeymay have rest, and the
son of your servant, and the alien may be
refreshed.

13 “Be careful to do all things that I have
said to you; and don’t invoke the name of
other gods or even let them be heard out of
yourmouth.

14 “You shall observe a feast to me three
times a year.

15 You shall observe the feast of unleav-
ened bread. Seven days you shall eat un-
leavenedbread, as I commandedyou, at the
time appointed in the month Abib (for in it
you came out of Egypt), and no one shall
appear before me empty.

16And the feast of harvest, the first fruits
of your labours, which you sow in the field;
and the feast of ingathering, at the end of
the year, when you gather in your labours
out of the field.

17 Three times in the year all your males
shall appear before the Lord GOD.

18 “You shall not offer the blood of my
sacrifice with leavened bread. The fat of
my feast shall not remain all night until the
morning.

19Youshall bring thefirst of thefirst fruits
of your ground into the house of the LORD
your God.

“You shall not boil a young goat in its
mother’s milk.

20 “Behold, I send an angel before you, to
keep you by the way, and to bring you into
the place which I have prepared.

21 Pay attention to him, and listen to his
voice. Don’t provoke him, for he will not
pardon your disobedience, for my name is
in him.

22But if you indeed listen to his voice, and
do all that I speak, then I will be an enemy
to your enemies, and an adversary to your
adversaries.

23 For my angel shall go before you, and
bring you in to the Amorite, the Hittite, the
Perizzite, the Canaanite, the Hivite, and the
Jebusite; and I will cut them off.

24 You shall not bow down to their gods,
nor serve them, nor follow their practices,
but you shall utterly overthrow them and
demolish their pillars.

25You shall serve the LORDyourGod, and
he will bless your bread and your water,
and I will take sickness away from amongst
you.

26 No one will miscarry or be barren in
your land. I will fulfil the number of your
days.

27 I will send my terror before you, and
will confuse all the people to whom you
come, and Iwillmake all your enemies turn
their backs to you.

28 Iwill send thehornetbeforeyou,which
will drive out theHivite, the Canaanite, and
the Hittite, from before you.

29 I will not drive them out from before
you in one year, lest the land become des-
olate, and the animals of the field multiply
against you.

30Little by little Iwill drive themout from
before you, until you have increased and
inherit the land.

31 I will set your border from the Red Sea
even to the sea of the Philistines, and from
thewilderness to theRiver; for Iwill deliver
the inhabitants of the land into your hand,
and you shall drive them out before you.

32You shallmake no covenantwith them,
nor with their gods.

33 They shall not dwell in your land, lest
they make you sin against me, for if you
serve their gods, it will surely be a snare to
you.”

24
1He said toMoses, “Come up to the LORD,

you, and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and
seventy of the elders of Israel; and worship
from a distance.

2 Moses alone shall come near to the
LORD, but they shall not come near. The
people shall not go up with him.”
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3Moses came and told the people all the
LORD’s words, and all the ordinances; and
all the people answeredwith one voice, and
said, “All the words which the LORD has
spokenwill we do.”

4Moses wrote all the LORD’s words, then
roseupearly in themorning andbuilt an al-
tar at the base of themountain, with twelve
pillars for the twelve tribes of Israel.

5 He sent young men of the children of
Israel, who offered burnt offerings and sac-
rificed peace offerings of cattle to the LORD.

6Moses took half of the blood and put it
in basins, and half of the blood he sprinkled
on the altar.

7 He took the book of the covenant and
read it in thehearingof thepeople, and they
said, “Wewill do all that the LORD has said,
and be obedient.”

8 Moses took the blood, and sprinkled it
on the people, and said, “Look, this is the
blood of the covenant, which the LORD has
madewith you concerning all thesewords.”

9 Then Moses, Aaron, Nadab, Abihu, and
seventy of the elders of Israel went up.

10 They saw the God of Israel. Under his
feet was like a paved work of sapphire†
stone, like the skies for clearness.

11He didn’t lay his hand on the nobles of
the children of Israel. They saw God, and
ate and drank.

12 The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to
me on the mountain, and stay here, and I
will give you the stone tablets with the law
and the commands that I havewritten, that
youmay teach them.”

13Moses rose upwith Joshua, his servant,
andMoses went up onto God’s Mountain.

14He said to the elders, “Wait here for us,
until we come again to you. Behold, Aaron
andHur arewith you. Whoever is involved
in a dispute can go to them.”

15 Moses went up on the mountain, and
the cloud covered themountain.

16 The LORD’s glory settled on Mount
Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days. The
seventh day he called to Moses out of the
middle of the cloud.

17 The appearance of the LORD’s glory
was like devouring fire on the top of the
mountain in the eyes of the children of
Israel.

18 Moses entered into the middle of the
cloud, and went up on the mountain; and
Moses was on the mountain forty days and
forty nights.

25
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,

2“Speak to the childrenof Israel, that they
take an offering for me. From everyone
whose heart makes him willing you shall
takemy offering.

3This is the offering which you shall take
from them: gold, silver, bronze,

4 blue, purple, scarlet, fine linen, goats’
hair,

5 rams’ skins dyed red, sea cow hides,†
acacia wood,

6 oil for the light, spices for the anointing
oil and for the sweet incense,

7 onyx stones, and stones to be set for the
ephod and for the breastplate.

8 Let them make me a sanctuary, that I
may dwell amongst them.

9 According to all that I show you, the
patternof the tabernacle, and thepatternof
all of its furniture, even soyou shallmake it.

10“Theyshallmakeanarkofacaciawood.
Its length shall be two and a half cubits,‡ its
width a cubit and a half, and a cubit and a
half its height.

11You shall overlay it with pure gold. You
shall overlay it inside and outside, and you
shall make a goldmoulding around it.

12 You shall cast four rings of gold for it,
andput themin its four feet. Tworings shall
be on the one side of it, and two rings on the
other side of it.

13 You shall make poles of acacia wood,
and overlay themwith gold.

14You shall put the poles into the rings on
the sides of the ark to carry the ark.

15Thepoles shall be in the ringsof theark.
They shall not be taken from it.

16You shall put the covenantwhich I shall
give you into the ark.

17 You shall make a mercy seat of pure
gold. Two and a half cubits shall be its
length, and a cubit and a half its width.

18 You shall make two cherubim of ham-
mered gold. You shallmake themat the two
ends of themercy seat.

19 Make one cherub at the one end, and
one cherubat the other end. You shallmake
the cherubim on its two ends of one piece
with themercy seat.

20 The cherubim shall spread out their
wings upward, covering the mercy seat
with their wings, with their faces towards
one another. The faces of the cherubim
shall be towards themercy seat.

21 You shall put the mercy seat on top of
the ark, and in the ark you shall put the
covenant that I will give you.

22 There I will meet with you, and I will
tell you from above the mercy seat, from
between the two cherubim which are on

† 24:10: or, lapis lazuli † 25:5: or, fine leather ‡ 25:10: A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to
the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46 centimetres.



Exodus 25:23 71 Exodus 26:14

the ark of the covenant, all that I command
you for the children of Israel.

23 “You shall make a table of acacia wood.
Its length shall be two cubits, and its width
a cubit, and its height one and a half cubits.

24You shall overlay it with pure gold, and
make a goldmoulding around it.

25 You shall make a rim of a hand width
around it. You shall make a golden mould-
ing on its rim around it.

26You shall make four rings of gold for it,
and put the rings in the four corners that
are on its four feet.

27 The rings shall be close to the rim, for
places for the poles to carry the table.

28 You shall make the poles of acacia
wood, and overlay themwith gold, that the
table may be carried with them.

29You shall make its dishes, its spoons, its
ladles, and its bowls withwhich to pour out
offerings. You shallmake themofpuregold.

30 You shall set bread of the presence on
the table before me always.

31 “You shall make a lamp stand of pure
gold. The lamp stand shall be made of
hammeredwork. Its base, its shaft, its cups,
its buds, and its flowers shall be of onepiece
with it.

32There shall be six branches going out of
its sides: three branches of the lamp stand
out of its one side, and threebranches of the
lamp stand out of its other side;

33 three cups made like almond blossoms
in one branch, a bud and a flower; and
three cups made like almond blossoms in
the other branch, a bud and a flower, so
for the six branches going out of the lamp
stand;

34 and in the lamp stand four cups made
like almond blossoms, its buds and its flow-
ers;

35 and a bud under two branches of one
piecewith it, and abudunder twobranches
of one piece with it, and a bud under two
branches of one piece with it, for the six
branches going out of the lamp stand.

36Their buds and their branches shall be
of onepiecewith it, all of it onebeatenwork
of pure gold.

37 You shall make its lamps seven, and
they shall light its lamps to give light to the
space in front of it.

38 Its snuffers and its snuff dishes shall be
of pure gold.

39 It shall be made of a talent§ of pure
gold, with all these accessories.

40See that youmake them after their pat-
tern, which has been shown to you on the
mountain.

26
1 “Moreover you shall make the taberna-

cle with ten curtains of fine twined linen,
and blue, and purple, and scarlet, with
cherubim. You shall make them with the
work of a skilful workman.

2 The length of each curtain shall be
twenty-eight cubits,† and the width of each
curtain four cubits: all the curtains shall
have onemeasure.

3 Five curtains shall be coupled together
to one another, and the other five curtains
shall be coupled to one another.

4You shallmake loops of blue on the edge
of the one curtain from the edge in the
coupling, and you shall do likewise on the
edge of the curtain that is outermost in the
second coupling.

5 You shall make fifty loops in the one
curtain, and you shall make fifty loops in
the edge of the curtain that is in the second
coupling. The loops shall be opposite one
another.

6 You shall make fifty clasps of gold, and
couple the curtains to one another with the
clasps. The tabernacle shall be a unit.

7 “You shall make curtains of goats’ hair
for a covering over the tabernacle. You
shall make eleven curtains.

8The length of each curtain shall be thirty
cubits, and the width of each curtain four
cubits: the eleven curtains shall have one
measure.

9 You shall couple five curtains by them-
selves, and six curtains by themselves, and
shall double over the sixth curtain in the
forefront of the tent.

10 You shall make fifty loops on the edge
of the one curtain that is outermost in the
coupling, and fifty loops on the edge of the
curtain which is outermost in the second
coupling.

11 You shall make fifty clasps of bronze,
andput the clasps into the loops, and couple
the tent together, that it may be one.

12 The overhanging part that remains of
the curtains of the tent—the half curtain
that remains—shall hang over the back of
the tabernacle.

13The cubit on the one side and the cubit
on the other side, of that which remains in
the length of the curtains of the tent, shall
hangover the sides of the tabernacle on this
side and on that side, to cover it.

14Youshallmakeacovering for the tentof
rams’ skins dyed red, and a covering of sea
cow hides above.

§ 25:39: A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces † 26:2: A cubit is the length from the tip of
themiddle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46 centimetres.
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15 “You shall make the boards for the
tabernacle of acacia wood, standing up-
right.

16Tencubits shall be the lengthofaboard,
and one and a half cubits the width of each
board.

17 There shall be two tenons in each
board, joined to one another: thus you shall
make for all the boards of the tabernacle.

18 You shall make twenty boards for the
tabernacle, for the south side southward.

19 You shall make forty sockets of silver
under the twenty boards; two sockets un-
der one board for its two tenons, and two
sockets under another board for its two
tenons.

20 For the second side of the tabernacle,
on the north side, twenty boards,

21 and their forty sockets of silver; two
sockets under one board, and two sockets
under another board.

22 For the far side of the tabernacle west-
ward you shall make six boards.

23 You shall make two boards for the cor-
ners of the tabernacle in the far side.

24 They shall be double beneath, and in
the same way they shall be whole to its top
to one ring: thus shall it be for them both;
they shall be for the two corners.

25 There shall be eight boards, and their
sockets of silver, sixteen sockets; two sock-
ets under one board, and two sockets under
another board.

26 “You shall make bars of acacia wood:
five for the boards of the one side of the
tabernacle,

27andfivebars for the boards of the other
side of the tabernacle, and five bars for the
boards of the side of the tabernacle, for the
far side westward.

28 The middle bar in the middle of the
boards shall pass through from end to end.

29You shall overlay the boards with gold,
and make their rings of gold for places for
the bars. You shall overlay the bars with
gold.

30 You shall set up the tabernacle accord-
ing to the way that it was shown to you on
themountain.

31 “You shall make a veil of blue, and
purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen,
with cherubim. It shall be the work of a
skilful workman.

32 You shall hang it on four pillars of aca-
cia overlaid with gold; their hooks shall be
of gold, on four sockets of silver.

33 You shall hang up the veil under the
clasps, and shall bring the ark of the
covenant in there within the veil. The veil

shall separate the holy place from the most
holy for you.

34You shall put the mercy seat on the ark
of the covenant in themost holy place.

35 You shall set the table outside the veil,
and the lampstandopposite the tableon the
side of the tabernacle towards the south.
You shall put the table on the north side.

36 “You shall make a screen for the door
of the Tent, of blue, and purple, and scarlet,
and fine twined linen, the work of the em-
broiderer.

37 You shall make for the screen five pil-
lars of acacia, and overlay them with gold.
Their hooks shall be of gold. You shall cast
five sockets of bronze for them.

27
1“Youshallmake thealtarof acaciawood,

five cubits† long, and five cubits wide. The
altar shall be square. Its height shall be
three cubits.‡

2 You shall make its horns on its four
corners. Its horns shall be of one piecewith
it. You shall overlay it with bronze.

3 You shall make its pots to take away its
ashes; and its shovels, its basins, its meat
hooks, and its fire pans. You shall make all
its vessels of bronze.

4 You shall make a grating for it of net-
work of bronze. On the net you shall make
four bronze rings in its four corners.

5 You shall put it under the ledge around
the altar beneath, that the net may reach
halfway up the altar.

6 You shall make poles for the altar, poles
of acacia wood, and overlay them with
bronze.

7 Its poles shall be put into the rings, and
the poles shall be on the two sides of the
altar when carrying it.

8 You shall make it hollow with planks.
They shall make it as it has been shown you
on themountain.

9“You shallmake the court of the taberna-
cle: for the south side southward there shall
be hangings for the court of fine twined
linen one hundred cubits long for one side.

10 Its pillars shall be twenty, and their
sockets twenty, of bronze. The hooks of the
pillars and their fillets shall be of silver.

11 Likewise for the length of the north
side, there shall be hangings one hundred
cubits long, and its pillars twenty, and their
sockets twenty, of bronze; the hooks of the
pillars, and their fillets, of silver.

12 For the width of the court on the west
side shall be hangings of fifty cubits; their
pillars ten, and their sockets ten.

† 27:1: A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimetres. ‡ 27:1: The altar was to be about 2.3×2.3×1.4 metres or about 7½×7½×4½ feet.
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13 The width of the court on the east side
eastward shall be fifty cubits.

14Thehangings for theonesideof thegate
shall be fifteen cubits; their pillars three,
and their sockets three.

15 For the other side shall be hangings of
fifteen cubits; their pillars three, and their
sockets three.

16 For the gate of the court shall be a
screen of twenty cubits, of blue, andpurple,
and scarlet, and fine twined linen, thework
of the embroiderer; their pillars four, and
their sockets four.

17All the pillars of the court around shall
be filleted with silver; their hooks of silver,
and their sockets of bronze.

18 The length of the court shall be
one hundred cubits, and the width fifty
throughout, and the height five cubits,
of fine twined linen, and their sockets of
bronze.

19All the instruments of the tabernacle in
all its service, and all its pins, and all the
pins of the court, shall be of bronze.

20 “You shall command the children of
Israel, that they bring to you pure olive oil
beaten for the light, to cause a lamp to burn
continually.

21 In the Tent of Meeting, outside the veil
which is before the covenant, Aaron and
his sons shall keep it in order from evening
to morning before the LORD: it shall be
a statute forever throughout their genera-
tions on the behalf of the children of Israel.

28
1 “Bring Aaron your brother, and his sons

with him, near to you from amongst the
children of Israel, that he may minister to
me in thepriest’s office: Aaron,withNadab,
Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar, Aaron’s sons.

2You shallmake holy garments for Aaron
your brother, for glory and for beauty.

3 You shall speak to all who are wise-
hearted, whom I have filled with the spirit
of wisdom, that they make Aaron’s gar-
ments to sanctify him, that hemayminister
to me in the priest’s office.

4These are the garmentswhich they shall
make: a breastplate, an ephod, a robe, a
fitted tunic, a turban, and a sash. They
shall make holy garments for Aaron your
brother and his sons, that he may minister
to me in the priest’s office.

5 They shall use the gold, and the blue,
and the purple, and the scarlet, and the fine
linen.

6“Theyshallmake theephodofgold, blue,
purple, scarlet, and fine twined linen, the
work of the skilful workman.

7 It shall have two shoulder straps joined
to the two ends of it, that it may be joined
together.

8 The skilfully woven band, which is on
it, shall be like its work and of the same
piece; of gold, blue, purple, scarlet, and fine
twined linen.

9 You shall take two onyx stones, and en-
grave on them the names of the children of
Israel.

10 Six of their names on the one stone,
and the names of the six that remain on the
other stone, in the order of their birth.

11With the work of an engraver in stone,
like the engravings of a signet, you shall
engrave the two stones, according to the
names of the children of Israel. You shall
make them to be enclosed in settings of
gold.

12 You shall put the two stones on the
shoulder straps of the ephod, to be stones of
memorial for the children of Israel. Aaron
shall bear their names before the LORD on
his two shoulders for amemorial.

13You shall make settings of gold,
14 and two chains of pure gold; you shall

make them like cords of braided work. You
shall put the braided chains on the settings.

15 “You shall make a breastplate of judge-
ment, the work of the skilful workman; like
the work of the ephod you shall make it; of
gold, of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and
fine twined linen, you shall make it.

16 It shall be square and folded double;
a span† shall be its length, and a span its
width.

17You shall set in it settings of stones, four
rows of stones: a row of ruby, topaz, and
beryl shall be the first row;

18 and the second row a turquoise, a sap-
phire,‡ and an emerald;

19 and the third row a jacinth, an agate,
and an amethyst;

20 and the fourth row a chrysolite, an
onyx, and a jasper. They shall be enclosed
in gold in their settings.

21 The stones shall be according to the
names of the children of Israel, twelve, ac-
cording to their names; like the engravings
of a signet, everyone according to his name,
they shall be for the twelve tribes.

22 You shall make on the breastplate
chains like cords, of braided work of pure
gold.

† 28:16: A span is the length from the tip of a man’s thumb to the tip of his little finger when his hand is stretched out
(about half a cubit, or 9 inches, or 22.8 cm.) ‡ 28:18: or, lapis lazuli
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23 You shall make on the breastplate two
rings of gold, and shall put the two rings on
the two ends of the breastplate.

24 You shall put the two braided chains
of gold in the two rings at the ends of the
breastplate.

25 The other two ends of the two braided
chains you shall put on the two settings,
and put them on the shoulder straps of the
ephod in its forepart.

26 You shall make two rings of gold, and
you shall put them on the two ends of the
breastplate, on its edge, which is towards
the side of the ephod inward.

27 You shall make two rings of gold, and
shall put themon the two shoulder straps of
the ephod underneath, in its forepart, close
by its coupling, above the skilfully woven
band of the ephod.

28 They shall bind the breastplate by its
rings to the rings of the ephodwith a lace of
blue, that it may be on the skilfully woven
band of the ephod, and that the breastplate
may not swing out from the ephod.

29Aaron shall bear the names of the chil-
dren of Israel in the breastplate of judge-
ment on his heart, when he goes in to the
holy place, for amemorial before the LORD
continually.

30 You shall put in the breastplate of
judgement the Urim and the Thummim;
and they shall be onAaron’s heart, whenhe
goes in before the LORD. Aaron shall bear
the judgement of the children of Israel on
his heart before the LORD continually.

31 “You shall make the robe of the ephod
all of blue.

32 It shall have a hole for the head in
the middle of it. It shall have a binding of
woven work around its hole, as it were the
hole of a coat of mail, that it not be torn.

33 On its hem you shall make
pomegranates of blue, and of purple, and
of scarlet, all around its hem; with bells of
gold between and around them:

34 a golden bell and a pomegranate, a
golden bell and a pomegranate, around the
hem of the robe.

35 It shall be on Aaron tominister: and its
sound shall be heardwhen he goes in to the
holy place before the LORD, and when he
comes out, that he not die.

36 “You shall make a plate of pure gold,
and engrave on it, like the engravings of a
signet, ‘HOLY TO THE LORD.’

37 You shall put it on a lace of blue, and it
shall be on the sash. It shall be on the front
of the sash.

38 It shall be on Aaron’s forehead, and
Aaron shall bear the iniquity of the holy
things, which the children of Israel shall
make holy in all their holy gifts; and it shall

be always on his forehead, that theymay be
accepted before the LORD.

39 You shall weave the tunic with fine
linen. You shallmake a turban of fine linen.
You shall make a sash, the work of the em-
broiderer.

40“Youshallmake tunics forAaron’s sons.
You shall make sashes for them. You shall
makeheadbands for them, for glory and for
beauty.

41 You shall put them on Aaron your
brother, and on his sons with him, and
shall anoint them, and consecrate them,
and sanctify them, that they may minister
to me in the priest’s office.

42 You shall make them linen pants to
cover their naked flesh. They shall reach
from the waist even to the thighs.

43They shall be onAaron and on his sons,
when they go in to the Tent of Meeting, or
when they come near to the altar to min-
ister in the holy place, that they don’t bear
iniquity, and die. This shall be a statute
forever to him and to his offspring after
him.

29
1 “This is the thing that you shall do to

them to make them holy, to minister to me
in the priest’s office: take one young bull
and two rams without defect,

2 unleavened bread, unleavened cakes
mixed with oil, and unleavened wafers
anointed with oil. You shall make them of
fine wheat flour.

3 You shall put them into one basket, and
bring them in the basket, with the bull and
the two rams.

4You shall bringAaronandhis sons to the
door of the Tent of Meeting, and shall wash
themwith water.

5You shall take the garments, and put on
Aaron the tunic, the robe of the ephod, the
ephod, and the breastplate, and clothe him
with the skilfully woven band of the ephod.

6You shall set the turban on his head, and
put the holy crown on the turban.

7 Then you shall take the anointing oil,
and pour it on his head, and anoint him.

8 You shall bring his sons, and put tunics
on them.

9 You shall clothe them with belts, Aaron
and his sons, and bind headbands on them.
They shall have the priesthood by a perpet-
ual statute. You shall consecrate Aaron and
his sons.

10“You shall bring thebull before theTent
ofMeeting; andAaronandhis sons shall lay
their hands on the head of the bull.

11 You shall kill the bull before the LORD
at the door of the Tent of Meeting.
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12 You shall take of the blood of the bull,
andput it on thehornsof thealtarwithyour
finger; and you shall pour out all the blood
at the base of the altar.

13 You shall take all the fat that covers
the innards, the cover of the liver, the two
kidneys, and the fat that is on them, and
burn them on the altar.

14 But the meat of the bull, and its skin,
and its dung, you shall burn with fire out-
side of the camp. It is a sin offering.

15 “You shall also take the one ram, and
Aaron and his sons shall lay their hands on
the head of the ram.

16 You shall kill the ram, and you shall
take its blood, and sprinkle it around on the
altar.

17You shall cut the ram into its pieces, and
wash its innards, and its legs, and put them
with its pieces, and with its head.

18 You shall burn the whole ram on the
altar: it is a burnt offering to the LORD; it is
a pleasant aroma, an offering made by fire
to the LORD.

19 “You shall take the other ram, and
Aaron and his sons shall lay their hands on
the head of the ram.

20 Then you shall kill the ram, and take
some of its blood, and put it on the tip of the
right ear ofAaron, andon the tip of the right
ear of his sons, and on the thumb of their
right hand, and on the big toe of their right
foot; and sprinkle the blood around on the
altar.

21You shall take of the blood that is on the
altar, and of the anointing oil, and sprinkle
it on Aaron, and on his garments, and on
his sons, and on the garments of his sons
with him: and he shall be made holy, and
his garments, and his sons, and his sons’
garments with him.

22 Also you shall take some of the ram’s
fat, the fat tail, the fat that covers the in-
nards, the cover of the liver, the two kid-
neys, the fat that is on them, and the right
thigh (for it is a ram of consecration),

23and one loaf of bread, one cake of oiled
bread, and one wafer out of the basket of
unleavened bread that is before the LORD.

24 You shall put all of this in Aaron’s
hands, and in his sons’ hands, and shall
wave them for a wave offering before the
LORD.

25 You shall take them from their hands,
and burn them on the altar on the burnt
offering, for a pleasant aroma before the
LORD: it is an offering made by fire to the
LORD.

26 “You shall take the breast of Aaron’s
ramof consecration, andwave it for awave
offering before the LORD. It shall be your
portion.

27Youshall sanctify thebreast of thewave
offering and the thigh of the wave offering,
which is waved, and which is raised up, of
the ram of consecration, even of that which
is for Aaron, and of that which is for his
sons.

28 It shall be for Aaron and his sons as
their portion forever from the children of
Israel; for it is a wave offering. It shall be a
wave offering from the children of Israel of
the sacrifices of their peace offerings, even
their wave offering to the LORD.

29 “The holy garments of Aaron shall be
for his sons after him, to be anointed in
them, and to be consecrated in them.

30Sevendays shall the sonwho is priest in
his place put them on, when he comes into
the Tent of Meeting to minister in the holy
place.

31 “You shall take the ram of consecration
and boil its meat in a holy place.

32Aaron andhis sons shall eat themeat of
the ram, and the bread that is in the basket,
at the door of the Tent of Meeting.

33 They shall eat those things with which
atonement was made, to consecrate and
sanctify them; but a stranger shall not eat
of it, because they are holy.

34 If anything of themeat of the consecra-
tion, or of the bread, remains to the morn-
ing, thenyou shall burn the remainderwith
fire. It shall not be eaten, because it is holy.

35 “You shall do so to Aaron and to his
sons, according to all that I have com-
manded you. You shall consecrate them
seven days.

36Every day you shall offer the bull of sin
offering for atonement. You shall cleanse
the altar when you make atonement for it.
You shall anoint it, to sanctify it.

37 Seven days you shall make atonement
for the altar, and sanctify it; and the altar
shall be most holy. Whatever touches the
altar shall be holy.

38 “Now this is that which you shall offer
on the altar: two lambs a year old day by
day continually.

39 The one lamb you shall offer in the
morning; and the other lambyou shall offer
at evening;

40andwith theone lamba tenthpart of an
ephah† of fine flour mixed with the fourth
part of a hin‡ of beaten oil, and the fourth
part of a hin of wine for a drink offering.

† 29:40: 1 ephah is about 22 litres or about 2/3 of a bushel ‡ 29:40: A hin is about 6.5 litres or 1.7 gallons, so a fourth
of a hin is about 1.6 litres.
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41 The other lamb you shall offer at
evening, and shall do to it according to the
meal offering of themorning andaccording
to its drink offering, for a pleasant aroma,
an offeringmade by fire to the LORD.

42 It shall be a continual burnt offering
throughout your generations at the door of
the Tent ofMeeting before the LORD,where
I will meet with you, to speak there to you.

43 There I will meet with the children of
Israel; and the place shall be sanctified by
my glory.

44 I will sanctify the Tent of Meeting and
the altar. I will also sanctify Aaron and his
sons to minister to me in the priest’s office.

45 I will dwell amongst the children of
Israel, and will be their God.

46 They shall know that I am the LORD
theirGod,whobrought themout of the land
of Egypt, that I might dwell amongst them:
I am the LORD their God.

30
1 “You shallmake an altar to burn incense

on. You shall make it of acacia wood.
2 Its length shall be a cubit,† and its width

a cubit. It shall be square, and its height
shall be two cubits. Its horns shall be of one
piece with it.

3 You shall overlay it with pure gold, its
top, its sides around it, and its horns; and
you shall make a goldmoulding around it.

4 You shall make two golden rings for it
under its moulding; on its two ribs, on its
two sides you shall make them; and they
shall be for places for poles with which to
bear it.

5You shallmake the poles of acaciawood,
and overlay themwith gold.

6You shall put it before the veil that is by
the ark of the covenant, before the mercy
seat that is over the covenant, where I will
meet with you.

7Aaron shall burn incense of sweet spices
on it every morning. When he tends the
lamps, he shall burn it.

8WhenAaron lights the lampsat evening,
he shall burn it, a perpetual incense before
the LORD throughout your generations.

9 You shall offer no strange incense on it,
nor burnt offering, nor meal offering; and
you shall pour no drink offering on it.

10 Aaron shall make atonement on its
horns once in the year;with thebloodof the
sin offering of atonement once in the year
he shall make atonement for it throughout

your generations. It is most holy to the
LORD.”

11The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
12 “When you take a census of the chil-

dren of Israel, according to those who are
counted amongst them, then each man
shall give a ransom for his soul to the
LORD when you count them, that there be
no plague amongst them when you count
them.

13 They shall give this, everyone who
passes over to thosewhoare counted, half a
shekel according to the shekel‡ of the sanc-
tuary (the shekel is twenty gerahs§); half a
shekel for an offering to the LORD.

14Everyonewhopasses over to thosewho
are counted, from twenty years old and
upward, shall give the offering to the LORD.

15 The rich shall not give more, and
the poor shall not give less, than the half
shekel,† when they give the offering of the
LORD, to make atonement for your souls.

16 You shall take the atonement money
from the children of Israel, and shall ap-
point it for the service of the Tent of Meet-
ing; that it may be a memorial for the chil-
dren of Israel before the LORD, to make
atonement for your souls.”

17The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
18 “You shall also make a basin of bronze,

and its base of bronze, in which to wash.
You shall put it between the Tent ofMeeting
and the altar, and you shall put water in it.

19 Aaron and his sons shall wash their
hands and their feet in it.

20When they go into the Tent of Meeting,
they shall wash with water, that they not
die; or when they come near to the altar to
minister, to burn an offeringmade byfire to
the LORD.

21 So they shall wash their hands and
their feet, that they not die. This shall be
a statute forever to them, even to him and
to his descendants throughout their gener-
ations.”

22 Moreover the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying,

23 “Also take fine spices: of liquid myrrh,
five hundred shekels;‡ and of fragrant cin-
namon half as much, even two hundred
andfifty; andof fragrant cane, twohundred
and fifty;

24 and of cassia five hundred, according
to the shekel of the sanctuary; and a hin§ of
olive oil.

† 30:2: A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimetres. ‡ 30:13: A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. § 30:13: a gerah is about 0.5 grams or
about 7.7 grains † 30:15: A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. ‡ 30:23: A shekel is about 10 grams or

about 0.35 ounces, so 500 shekels is about 5 kilograms or about 11 pounds. § 30:24: A hin is about 6.5 litres or 1.7
gallons.
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25 You shall make it into a holy anointing
oil, a perfume compounded after the art of
the perfumer: it shall be a holy anointing
oil.

26 You shall use it to anoint the Tent of
Meeting, the ark of the covenant,

27 the table and all its articles, the lamp
stand and its accessories, the altar of in-
cense,

28 the altar of burnt offering with all its
utensils, and the basin with its base.

29 You shall sanctify them, that they may
be most holy. Whatever touches them shall
be holy.

30 You shall anoint Aaron and his sons,
and sanctify them, that they may minister
to me in the priest’s office.

31You shall speak to the children of Israel,
saying, ‘This shall be a holy anointing oil to
me throughout your generations.

32 It shall not be poured on man’s flesh,
and do not make any like it, according to its
composition. It is holy. It shall be holy to
you.

33 Whoever compounds any like it, or
whoever puts any of it on a stranger, he
shall be cut off from his people.’ ”

34The LORD said to Moses, “Take to your-
self sweet spices, gum resin, onycha, and
galbanum: sweet spices with pure frankin-
cense. There shall be an equal weight of
each.

35You shall make incense of it, a perfume
after the art of the perfumer, seasonedwith
salt, pure and holy.

36You shall beat someof it very small, and
put some of it before the covenant in the
Tent ofMeeting,where Iwillmeetwith you.
It shall be to youmost holy.

37You shall notmake this incense, accord-
ing to its composition, for yourselves: it
shall be to you holy for the LORD.

38 Whoever shall make any like that, to
smell of it, he shall be cut off from his peo-
ple.”

31
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Behold, I have called by name Bezalel

the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of
Judah.

3 I have filled him with the Spirit of God,
in wisdom, and in understanding, and in
knowledge, and in all kinds of workman-
ship,

4 to devise skilful works, to work in gold,
and in silver, and in bronze,

5 and in cutting of stones for setting, and
in carving of wood, to work in all kinds of
workmanship.

6 Behold, I myself have appointed with
him Oholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the

tribe of Dan; and in the heart of all who are
wise-hearted I have put wisdom, that they
maymake all that I have commanded you:

7 the Tent of Meeting, the ark of the
covenant, themercy seat that is on it, all the
furniture of the Tent,

8 the table and its vessels, the pure lamp
stand with all its vessels, the altar of in-
cense,

9 the altar of burnt offering with all its
vessels, the basin and its base,

10 the finely worked garments—the holy
garments forAaron thepriest, thegarments
of his sons tominister in the priest’s office—

11 the anointing oil, and the incense of
sweet spices for the holy place: according
to all that I have commanded you they shall
do.”

12The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
13 “Speak also to the children of Israel,

saying, ‘Most certainly you shall keep my
Sabbaths; for it is a sign between me and
you throughout your generations, that you
may know that I am the LORD who sancti-
fies you.

14 You shall keep the Sabbath therefore,
for it is holy to you. Everyonewhoprofanes
it shall surely be put to death; for whoever
does anywork therein, that soul shall be cut
off from amongst his people.

15 Six days shall work be done, but on
the seventh day is a Sabbath of solemn rest,
holy to the LORD. Whoever does any work
on the Sabbath day shall surely be put to
death.

16 Therefore the children of Israel shall
keep the Sabbath, to observe the Sabbath
throughout their generations, for a perpet-
ual covenant.

17 It is a sign betweenmeand the children
of Israel forever; for in six days the LORD
madeheaven and earth, and on the seventh
day he rested, and was refreshed.’ ”

18Whenhefinishedspeakingwithhimon
Mount Sinai, he gave Moses the two tablets
of the covenant, stone tablets, written with
God’s finger.

32
1 When the people saw that Moses de-

layed coming down from the mountain,
the people gathered themselves together to
Aaron, and said to him, “Come, make us
gods,which shall gobeforeus; for as for this
Moses, the man who brought us up out of
the land of Egypt, we don’t know what has
become of him.”

2Aaron said to them, “Take off the golden
rings,whichare in the ears of yourwives, of
your sons, andof your daughters, andbring
them tome.”
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3 All the people took off the golden rings
whichwere in their ears, and brought them
to Aaron.

4 He received what they handed him,
fashioned it with an engraving tool, and
made it a moulded calf. Then they said,
“These are your gods, Israel, which brought
you up out of the land of Egypt.”

5When Aaron saw this, he built an altar
before it; and Aaron made a proclamation,
and said, “Tomorrow shall be a feast to the
LORD.”

6 They rose up early on the next day, and
offered burnt offerings, and brought peace
offerings; and the people sat down to eat
and to drink, and rose up to play.

7 The LORD spoke to Moses, “Go, get
down; for your people, whom you brought
up out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted
themselves!

8 They have turned away quickly out of
the way which I commanded them. They
have made themselves a moulded calf, and
have worshipped it, and have sacrificed to
it, and said, ‘These are your gods, Israel,
which brought you up out of the land of
Egypt.’ ”

9 The LORD said to Moses, “I have seen
these people, and behold, they are a stiff-
necked people.

10Now therefore leave me alone, that my
wrath may burn hot against them, and that
Imay consume them; and Iwillmakeof you
a great nation.”

11 Moses begged the LORD his God, and
said, “LORD, why does yourwrath burn hot
against your people, that you have brought
out of the land of Egypt with great power
andwith amighty hand?

12Why should the Egyptians talk, saying,
‘Hebrought themout for evil, to kill them in
the mountains, and to consume them from
the surface of the earth’? Turn from your
fierce wrath, and turn away from this evil
against your people.

13Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel,
your servants, to whom you swore by your
own self, and said to them, ‘I will multiply
your offspring† as the stars of the sky, and
all this land that I have spoken of I will give
to your offspring, and they shall inherit it
forever.’ ”

14So the LORD turned away from the evil
which he said he would do to his people.

15 Moses turned, and went down from
the mountain, with the two tablets of the
covenant in his hand; tablets that were
written on both their sides. They were
written on one side and on the other.

16 The tablets were the work of God, and
the writing was the writing of God, en-
graved on the tablets.

17 When Joshua heard the noise of the
people as they shouted, he said to Moses,
“There is the noise of war in the camp.”

18He said, “It isn’t the voice of those who
shout for victory. It is not the voice of those
who cry for being overcome; but the noise
of those who sing that I hear.”

19As soonashe camenear to the camp, he
saw the calf and the dancing. Then Moses’
angergrewhot, andhe threwthe tablets out
of his hands, and broke them beneath the
mountain.

20He took the calf which they had made,
and burnt it with fire, ground it to powder,
and scattered it on the water, andmade the
children of Israel drink it.

21 Moses said to Aaron, “What did these
people do to you, that you have brought a
great sin on them?”

22 Aaron said, “Don’t let the anger of my
lord grow hot. You know the people, that
they are set on evil.

23 For they said to me, ‘Make us gods,
which shall go before us. As for this Moses,
the man who brought us up out of the land
of Egypt, we don’t know what has become
of him.’

24 I said to them, ‘Whoever has any gold,
let them take it off.’ So they gave it to me;
and I threw it into thefire, andout came this
calf.”

25When Moses saw that the people were
out of control, (for Aaron had let them lose
control, causing derision amongst their en-
emies),

26 then Moses stood in the gate of the
camp, and said, “Whoever is on the LORD’s
side, come tome!”
All the sons of Levi gathered themselves

together to him.
27He said to them, “The LORD, the God of

Israel, says, ‘Everymanputhis swordonhis
thigh, and go back and forth from gate to
gate throughout the camp, and every man
kill his brother, and everyman his compan-
ion, and everyman his neighbour.’ ”

28 The sons of Levi did according to the
word of Moses. About three thousand men
fell of the people that day.

29Moses said, “Consecrate yourselves to-
day to the LORD, for everymanwas against
his son and against his brother, that hemay
give you a blessing today.”

30On the next day, Moses said to the peo-
ple, “You have sinned a great sin. Now I
will go up to the LORD. Perhaps I shallmake
atonement for your sin.”

† 32:13: or, seed



Exodus 32:31 79 Exodus 34:3

31Moses returned to the LORD, and said,
“Oh, thispeoplehave sinnedagreat sin, and
havemade themselves gods of gold.

32 Yet now, if you will, forgive their sin—
and if not, please blot me out of your book
which you have written.”

33The LORD said toMoses, “Whoever has
sinned against me, I will blot him out of my
book.

34Now go, lead the people to the place of
which I have spoken to you. Behold, my
angel shall go before you. Nevertheless, in
the day when I punish, I will punish them
for their sin.”

35 The LORD struck the people, because
of what they did with the calf, which Aaron
made.

33
1TheLORDspoke toMoses, “Depart, goup

fromhere, youand thepeople that youhave
brought up out of the land of Egypt, to the
land of which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac,
and to Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to your
offspring.’

2 Iwill sendanangelbeforeyou; and Iwill
drive out the Canaanite, the Amorite, and
theHittite, and the Perizzite, theHivite, and
the Jebusite.

3 Go to a land flowing with milk and
honey; but I will not go up amongst you, for
youarea stiff-neckedpeople, lest I consume
you on the way.”

4 When the people heard this evil news,
they mourned; and no one put on his jew-
ellery.

5 The LORD had said to Moses, “Tell the
children of Israel, ‘You are a stiff-necked
people. If I were to go up amongst you for
one moment, I would consume you. There-
fore now take off your jewellery from you,
that I may knowwhat to do to you.’ ”

6 The children of Israel stripped them-
selves of their jewellery fromMount Horeb
onward.

7 Now Moses used to take the tent and
pitch it outside the camp, far away from
the camp, and he called it “The Tent of
Meeting.” Everyone who sought the LORD
went out to the Tent of Meeting, which was
outside the camp.

8WhenMoseswent out to the Tent, all the
people rose up, and stood, everyone at their
tent door, and watched Moses, until he had
gone into the Tent.

9When Moses entered into the Tent, the
pillar of cloud descended, stood at the door
of theTent, and theLORDspokewithMoses.

10 All the people saw the pillar of cloud
stand at the door of the Tent, and all the
people rose up and worshipped, everyone
at their tent door.

11 The LORD spoke to Moses face to face,
as a man speaks to his friend. He turned
again into the camp, but his servant Joshua,
the son of Nun, a young man, didn’t depart
from the Tent.

12 Moses said to the LORD, “Behold, you
tell me, ‘Bring up this people;’ and you
haven’t let me know whom you will send
with me. Yet you have said, ‘I know you by
name, and you have also found favour in
my sight.’

13 Now therefore, if I have found favour
in your sight, please show me your way,
now, that Imayknowyou, so that Imayfind
favour in your sight; and consider that this
nation is your people.”

14He said, “My presencewill go with you,
and I will give you rest.”

15 Moses said to him, “If your presence
doesn’t go with me, don’t carry us up from
here.

16For howwould people know that I have
found favour in your sight, I and your peo-
ple? Isn’t it that you go with us, so that we
are separated, I and your people, from all
the people who are on the surface of the
earth?”

17 The LORD said to Moses, “I will do this
thing also that you have spoken; for you
have found favour in my sight, and I know
you by name.”

18 Moses said, “Please show me your
glory.”

19 He said, “I will make all my good-
ness pass before you, and will proclaim the
LORD’s name before you. I will be gracious
to whom I will be gracious, and will show
mercy on whom I will showmercy.”

20 He said, “You cannot see my face, for
manmay not see me and live.”

21 The LORD also said, “Behold, there is
a place by me, and you shall stand on the
rock.

22 It will happen, while my glory passes
by, that I will put you in a cleft of the rock,
and will cover you with my hand until I
have passed by;

23 then I will take awaymy hand, and you
will see my back; but my face shall not be
seen.”

34
1 The LORD said to Moses, “Chisel two

stone tablets like the first. I will write on
the tablets the words that were on the first
tablets, which you broke.

2 Be ready by the morning, and come up
in themorning to Mount Sinai, and present
yourself there tomeon the top of themoun-
tain.

3 No one shall come up with you or be
seen anywhere on the mountain. Do not
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let the flocks or herds graze in front of that
mountain.”

4 He chiselled two tablets of stone like
the first; then Moses rose up early in the
morning, andwentup toMountSinai, as the
LORDhad commanded him, and took in his
hand two stone tablets.

5 The LORD descended in the cloud, and
stood with him there, and proclaimed the
LORD’s† name.

6 The LORD passed by before him, and
proclaimed, “The LORD! The LORD, a mer-
ciful and gracious God, slow to anger, and
abundant in loving kindness and truth,

7 keeping loving kindness for thousands,
forgiving iniquity and disobedience and
sin; and who will by no means clear the
guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on
the children, andon the children’s children,
on the third and on the fourth generation.”

8 Moses hurried and bowed his head to-
wards the earth, and worshipped.

9 He said, “If now I have found favour
in your sight, Lord, please let the Lord
go amongst us, even though this is a stiff-
neckedpeople; pardonour iniquity andour
sin, and take us for your inheritance.”

10 He said, “Behold, I make a covenant:
before all your people I will do marvels,
such as have not been worked in all the
earth, nor in any nation; and all the people
amongst whom you are shall see the work
of the LORD; for it is an awesome thing that
I do with you.

11 Observe that which I command you
today. Behold, I will drive out before you
the Amorite, the Canaanite, the Hittite, the
Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite.

12 Be careful, lest you make a covenant
with the inhabitants of the land where you
are going, lest it be for a snare amongst you;

13 but you shall break down their altars,
and dash in pieces their pillars, and you
shall cut down their Asherah poles;

14 for you shall worship no other god;
for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a
jealous God.

15“Don’tmake a covenantwith the inhab-
itants of the land, lest they play the prosti-
tute after their gods, and sacrifice to their
gods, and one call you and you eat of his
sacrifice;

16and you take of their daughters to your
sons, and their daughters play the prosti-
tute after their gods, and make your sons
play the prostitute after their gods.

17 “You shall make no cast idols for your-
selves.

18 “You shall keep the feast of unleavened
bread. Sevendays you shall eat unleavened
bread, as I commanded you, at the time
appointed in the month Abib; for in the
month Abib you came out of Egypt.

19 “All that opens the womb is mine; and
all your livestock that is male, the firstborn
of cow and sheep.

20You shall redeem thefirstborn of a don-
key with a lamb. If you will not redeem
it, then you shall break its neck. You shall
redeem all the firstborn of your sons. No
one shall appear before me empty.

21 “Six days you shall work, but on the
seventh day you shall rest: in ploughing
time and in harvest you shall rest.

22 “You shall observe the feast of weeks
with the first fruits of wheat harvest, and
the feast of harvest at the year’s end.

23 Three times in the year all your males
shall appear before the Lord GOD, the God
of Israel.

24 For I will drive out nations before you
and enlarge your borders; neither shall any
man desire your land when you go up to
appear before the LORD, your God, three
times in the year.

25 “You shall not offer the blood of my
sacrificewith leavened bread. The sacrifice
of the feast of the Passover shall not be left
to themorning.

26 “You shall bring the first of the first
fruits of your ground to the house of the
LORD your God.

“You shall not boil a young goat in its
mother’s milk.”

27 The LORD said to Moses, “Write these
words; for in accordance with these words
I have made a covenant with you and with
Israel.”

28He was there with the LORD forty days
and forty nights; he neither ate bread, nor
drank water. He wrote on the tablets the
words of the covenant, the ten command-
ments.

29 When Moses came down from Mount
Sinaiwith the two tablets of the covenant in
Moses’ hand, when he came down from the
mountain, Moses didn’t know that the skin
of his face shone by reason of his speaking
with him.

30 When Aaron and all the children of
Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin of his
face shone; and they were afraid to come
near him.

31Moses called to them, andAaronandall
the rulers of the congregation returned to
him; andMoses spoke to them.

† 34:5: LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short
form יה Yah.
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32 Afterward all the children of Israel
came near, and he gave them all the com-
mandments that the LORDhad spokenwith
him onMount Sinai.

33 When Moses was done speaking with
them, he put a veil on his face.

34 But when Moses went in before the
LORD to speak with him, he took the veil
off, until he came out; and he came out, and
spoke to the children of Israel thatwhich he
was commanded.

35 The children of Israel saw Moses’ face,
that the skin of Moses’ face shone; soMoses
put the veil on his face again, until he went
in to speak with him.

35
1 Moses assembled all the congregation

of the children of Israel, and said to them,
“These are the words which the LORD has
commanded, that you should do them.

2 ‘Six days shall work be done, but on the
seventh day there shall be a holy day for
you, a Sabbath of solemn rest to the LORD:
whoever does any work in it shall be put to
death.

3You shall kindle no fire throughout your
habitations on the Sabbath day.’ ”

4 Moses spoke to all the congregation of
the children of Israel, saying, “This is the
thing which the LORD commanded, saying,

5 ‘Take from amongst you an offering to
the LORD. Whoever is of a willing heart, let
him bring it as the LORD’s offering: gold,
silver, bronze,

6 blue, purple, scarlet, fine linen, goats’
hair,

7 rams’ skins dyed red, sea cow hides,
acacia wood,

8 oil for the light, spices for the anointing
oil and for the sweet incense,

9 onyx stones, and stones to be set for the
ephod and for the breastplate.

10 “ ‘Let everywise-heartedman amongst
you come, and make all that the LORD has
commanded:

11 the tabernacle, its outer covering, its
roof, its clasps, itsboards, itsbars, its pillars,
and its sockets;

12 the ark, and its poles, the mercy seat,
the veil of the screen;

13 the table with its poles and all its ves-
sels, and the show bread;

14 the lampstandalso for the light,with its
vessels, its lamps, and the oil for the light;

15 and the altar of incense with its poles,
the anointing oil, the sweet incense, the
screen for the door, at the door of the taber-
nacle;

16 the altar of burnt offering, with its grat-
ing of bronze, its poles, and all its vessels,
the basin and its base;

17 the hangings of the court, its pillars,
their sockets, and the screen for the gate of
the court;

18 the pins of the tabernacle, the pins of
the court, and their cords;

19 the finely worked garments for minis-
tering in the holy place—the holy garments
forAaron thepriest, and thegarmentsofhis
sons—to minister in the priest’s office.’ ”

20 All the congregation of the children of
Israel departed from thepresence ofMoses.

21 They came, everyone whose heart
stirred him up, and everyone whom his
spiritmadewilling, andbrought theLORD’s
offering for thework of the Tent ofMeeting,
and for all of its service, and for the holy
garments.

22 They came, both men and women, as
many aswerewilling-hearted, and brought
brooches, earrings, signet rings, and arm-
lets, all jewels of gold; even everymanwho
offered an offering of gold to the LORD.

23 Everyone with whom was found blue,
purple, scarlet, fine linen, goats’ hair, rams’
skins dyed red, and sea cow hides, brought
them.

24 Everyone who offered an offering of
silver and bronze brought the LORD’s offer-
ing; and everyone with whom was found
acacia wood for any work of the service,
brought it.

25All the women who were wise-hearted
spun with their hands, and brought that
which they had spun: the blue, the purple,
the scarlet, and the fine linen.

26 All the women whose heart stirred
them up in wisdom spun the goats’ hair.

27The rulers brought the onyx stones and
the stones to be set for the ephodand for the
breastplate;

28with the spice and the oil for the light,
for the anointing oil, and for the sweet in-
cense.

29 The children of Israel brought a free
will offering to the LORD; every man and
woman whose heart made them willing to
bring for all the work, which the LORD had
commanded to bemade byMoses.

30Moses said to the childrenof Israel, “Be-
hold, the LORD has called by name Bezalel
the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of
Judah.

31He has filled himwith the Spirit of God,
in wisdom, in understanding, in knowl-
edge, and in all kinds of workmanship;

32 and to make skilful works, to work in
gold, in silver, in bronze,

33 in cutting of stones for setting, and in
carving of wood, to work in all kinds of
skilful workmanship.
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34 He has put in his heart that he may
teach, both he and Oholiab, the son of
Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan.

35Hehasfilled themwithwisdomofheart
to work all kinds of workmanship, of the
engraver, of the skilfulworkman, andof the
embroiderer, in blue, in purple, in scarlet,
and in fine linen, and of the weaver, even
of those who do any workmanship, and of
those whomake skilful works.

36
1 “Bezalel and Oholiab shall work with

every wise-hearted man, in whom the
LORD has put wisdom and understanding
to know how to do all the work for the
service of the sanctuary, according to all
that the LORD has commanded.”

2 Moses called Bezalel and Oholiab, and
every wise-hearted man, in whose heart
the LORD had put wisdom, even everyone
whose heart stirred him up to come to the
work to do it.

3 They received from Moses all the offer-
ingwhich thechildrenof Israelhadbrought
for thework of the service of the sanctuary,
with which to make it. They kept bringing
free will offerings to him everymorning.

4All thewisemen, who performed all the
work of the sanctuary, each came from his
work which he did.

5 They spoke to Moses, saying, “The peo-
ple have brought much more than enough
for the service of the work which the LORD
commanded tomake.”

6Moses gave a commandment, and they
caused it to be proclaimed throughout the
camp, saying, “Let neitherman norwoman
make anything else for the offering for the
sanctuary.” So the people were restrained
from bringing.

7 For the stuff they had was sufficient to
do all the work, and toomuch.

8All thewise-heartedmen amongst those
whodid theworkmade the tabernaclewith
ten curtains of fine twined linen, blue, pur-
ple, and scarlet. They made them with
cherubim, the work of a skilful workman.

9 The length of each curtain was twenty-
eight cubits,† and the width of each curtain
four cubits. All the curtains had one mea-
sure.

10 He coupled five curtains to one an-
other, and the other five curtains he cou-
pled to one another.

11Hemade loopsofblueon theedgeof the
one curtain from the edge in the coupling.
Likewise hemade in the edge of the curtain
that was outermost in the second coupling.

12He made fifty loops in the one curtain,
and he made fifty loops in the edge of the
curtain that was in the second coupling.
The loops were opposite to one another.

13 He made fifty clasps of gold, and cou-
pled the curtains to one another with the
clasps: so the tabernacle was a unit.

14 He made curtains of goats’ hair for a
covering over the tabernacle. He made
them eleven curtains.

15 The length of each curtain was thirty
cubits, and four cubits the width of each
curtain. The eleven curtains had one mea-
sure.

16Hecoupledfive curtainsby themselves,
and six curtains by themselves.

17He made fifty loops on the edge of the
curtain that was outermost in the coupling,
and he made fifty loops on the edge of the
curtain which was outermost in the second
coupling.

18Hemadefifty clasps of bronze to couple
the tent together, that it might be a unit.

19Hemadeacovering for the tent of rams’
skins dyed red, and a covering of sea cow
hides above.

20He made the boards for the tabernacle
of acacia wood, standing up.

21 Ten cubits was the length of a board,
and a cubit and a half the width of each
board.

22 Each board had two tenons, joined to
one another. He made all the boards of the
tabernacle this way.

23 He made the boards for the taberna-
cle, twenty boards for the south side south-
ward.

24 He made forty sockets of silver under
the twenty boards: two sockets under one
board for its two tenons, and two sockets
under another board for its two tenons.

25 For the second side of the tabernacle,
on the north side, he made twenty boards

26 and their forty sockets of silver: two
sockets under one board, and two sockets
under another board.

27 For the far part of the tabernacle west-
ward hemade six boards.

28He made two boards for the corners of
the tabernacle in the far part.

29 They were double beneath, and in the
sameway they were all the way to its top to
one ring. He did this to both of them in the
two corners.

30Therewereeightboardsand their sock-
ets of silver, sixteen sockets—under every
board two sockets.

31He made bars of acacia wood: five for
the boards of the one side of the tabernacle,

† 36:9: A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimetres.
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32andfivebars for the boards of the other
side of the tabernacle, and five bars for the
boards of the tabernacle for the hinder part
westward.

33 He made the middle bar to pass
through in the middle of the boards from
the one end to the other.

34He overlaid the boards with gold, and
made their rings of gold as places for the
bars, and overlaid the bars with gold.

35He made the veil of blue, purple, scar-
let, and fine twined linen, with cherubim.
Hemade it the work of a skilful workman.

36Hemade fourpillarsofacacia for it, and
overlaid them with gold. Their hooks were
of gold. He cast four sockets of silver for
them.

37 He made a screen for the door of
the tent, of blue, purple, scarlet, and fine
twined linen, the work of an embroiderer;

38 and the five pillars of it with their
hooks. He overlaid their capitals and their
fillets with gold, and their five sockets were
of bronze.

37
1Bezalel made the ark of acacia wood. Its

length was two and a half cubits,† and its
width a cubit and a half, and a cubit and a
half its height.

2He overlaid it with pure gold inside and
outside, and made a moulding of gold for it
around it.

3He cast four rings of gold for it in its four
feet—tworingson its one side, and tworings
on its other side.

4Hemade poles of acaciawood and over-
laid themwith gold.

5 He put the poles into the rings on the
sides of the ark, to bear the ark.

6He made a mercy seat of pure gold. Its
lengthwas twoandahalf cubits, anda cubit
and a half its width.

7 He made two cherubim of gold. He
made them of beaten work, at the two ends
of themercy seat:

8 one cherub at the one end, and one
cherubat theotherend. Hemade thecheru-
bim of one piece with the mercy seat at its
two ends.

9 The cherubim spread out their wings
above, covering the mercy seat with their
wings, with their faces towards one an-
other. The faces of the cherubim were
towards themercy seat.

10He made the table of acacia wood. Its
length was two cubits, and its width was a
cubit, and its height was a cubit and a half.

11Heoverlaid itwithpure gold, andmade
a goldmoulding around it.

12 He made a border of a hand’s width
around it, and made a golden moulding on
its border around it.

13He cast four rings of gold for it, and put
the rings in the four corners thatwere on its
four feet.

14The rings were close by the border, the
places for the poles to carry the table.

15Hemade the poles of acacia wood, and
overlaid themwith gold, to carry the table.

16Hemade the vessels whichwere on the
table, its dishes, its spoons, its bowls, and
its pitchers with which to pour out, of pure
gold.

17He made the lamp stand of pure gold.
He made the lamp stand of beaten work.
Its base, its shaft, its cups, its buds, and its
flowers were of one piece with it.

18 There were six branches going out of
its sides: three branches of the lamp stand
out of its one side, and threebranches of the
lamp stand out of its other side:

19 three cups made like almond blossoms
in one branch, a bud and a flower, and
three cups made like almond blossoms in
the other branch, a bud and a flower; so
for the six branches going out of the lamp
stand.

20 In the lamp standwere four cupsmade
like almond blossoms, its buds and its flow-
ers;

21 and a bud under two branches of one
piecewith it, and abudunder twobranches
of one piece with it, and a bud under two
branches of one piece with it, for the six
branches going out of it.

22 Their buds and their branches were of
one piece with it. The whole thing was one
beaten work of pure gold.

23 He made its seven lamps, and its
snuffers, and its snuff dishes, of pure gold.

24Hemade it of a talent‡ofpuregold,with
all its vessels.

25He made the altar of incense of acacia
wood. It was square: its length was a cubit,
and its width a cubit. Its height was two
cubits. Its horns were of one piece with it.

26 He overlaid it with pure gold: its top,
its sides around it, and its horns. He made
a goldmoulding around it.

27He made two golden rings for it under
its moulding crown, on its two ribs, on its
two sides, for places for poleswithwhich to
carry it.

28Hemade the poles of acacia wood, and
overlaid themwith gold.

† 37:1: A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimetres. ‡ 37:24: A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces
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29Hemade the holy anointing oil and the
pure incense of sweet spices, after the art of
the perfumer.

38
1 He made the altar of burnt offering of

acacia wood. It was square. Its length was
five cubits,† itswidthwasfive cubits, and its
height was three cubits.

2 He made its horns on its four corners.
Its horns were of one piece with it, and he
overlaid it with bronze.

3He made all the vessels of the altar: the
pots, the shovels, the basins, the forks, and
the fire pans. He made all its vessels of
bronze.

4 He made for the altar a grating of a
network of bronze, under the ledge around
it beneath, reaching halfway up.

5He cast four rings for the four corners of
bronze grating, to be places for the poles.

6He made the poles of acacia wood, and
overlaid themwith bronze.

7 He put the poles into the rings on the
sides of the altar, with which to carry it. He
made it hollowwith planks.

8 He made the basin of bronze, and its
base of bronze, out of the mirrors of the
ministering women who ministered at the
door of the Tent of Meeting.

9 He made the court: for the south side
southward the hangings of the court were
of fine twined linen, one hundred cubits;

10 their pillars were twenty, and their
sockets twenty, of bronze; the hooks of the
pillars and their fillets were of silver.

11 For the north side one hundred cu-
bits, their pillars twenty, and their sockets
twenty, of bronze; the hooks of the pillars,
and their fillets, of silver.

12For thewest side were hangings of fifty
cubits, their pillars ten, and their sockets
ten; thehooks of thepillars, and their fillets,
of silver.

13For the east side eastward fifty cubits,
14 the hangings for the one side were fif-

teen cubits; their pillars three, and their
sockets three;

15 and so for the other side: on this hand
and that hand by the gate of the court
werehangings of fifteen cubits; their pillars
three, and their sockets three.

16All the hangings around the court were
of fine twined linen.

17 The sockets for the pillars were of
bronze. The hooks of the pillars and their
fillets were of silver. Their capitals were
overlaid with silver. All the pillars of the
court had silver bands.

18The screen for the gate of the court was
the work of the embroiderer, of blue, pur-
ple, scarlet, and fine twined linen. Twenty
cubits was the length, and the height along
the width was five cubits, like the hangings
of the court.

19 Their pillars were four, and their sock-
ets four, of bronze; their hooks of silver, and
the overlaying of their capitals, and their
fillets, of silver.

20 All the pins of the tabernacle, and
around the court, were of bronze.

21 These are the amounts of materials
used for the tabernacle, even the Taberna-
cle of the Testimony, as they were counted,
according to the commandment of Moses,
for the service of the Levites, by the hand of
Ithamar, the son of Aaron the priest.

22Bezalel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of
the tribe of Judah, made all that the LORD
commandedMoses.

23 With him was Oholiab, the son of
Ahisamach, of the tribe ofDan, an engraver,
andaskilfulworkman, andanembroiderer
in blue, in purple, in scarlet, and in fine
linen.

24All the gold that was used for the work
in all the work of the sanctuary, even the
gold of the offering, was twenty-nine tal-
ents‡and sevenhundredand thirty shekels,
according to the shekel§ of the sanctuary.

25 The silver of those who were counted
of the congregation was one hundred tal-
ents† and one thousand and seven hundred
and seventy-five shekels,‡ according to the
shekel of the sanctuary:

26 a beka§ a head, that is, half a shekel,
according to the shekel† of the sanctuary,
for everyonewho passed over to thosewho
were counted, from twenty years old and
upward, for six hundred and three thou-
sand and five hundred and fifty men.

27The onehundred talents‡ of silverwere
for casting the sockets of the sanctuary and
the sockets of the veil: one hundred sockets
for the one hundred talents, one talent per
socket.

28From the one thousand and seven hun-
dred and seventy-five shekels§ he made

† 38:1: A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimetres. ‡ 38:24: A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces. § 38:24: A shekel is about 10
grams or about 0.32 Troy ounces. † 38:25: A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds ‡ 38:25: A shekel is about

10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. § 38:26: a beka is about 5 grams or about 0.175 ounces † 38:26: A shekel is about

10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. ‡ 38:27: A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds. § 38:28: A shekel is about 10
grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 1775 shekels is about 17.75 kilograms or about 39 pounds.
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hooks for the pillars, overlaid their capitals,
andmade fillets for them.

29The bronze of the offering was seventy
talents† and two thousand and four hun-
dred shekels.‡

30 With this he made the sockets to the
door of the Tent of Meeting, the bronze al-
tar, the bronze grating for it, all the vessels
of the altar,

31 the sockets around the court, the sock-
ets of the gate of the court, all the pins of
the tabernacle, and all the pins around the
court.

39
1 Of the blue, purple, and scarlet, they

made finely worked garments forminister-
ing in theholyplace, andmade theholy gar-
ments for Aaron, as the LORD commanded
Moses.

2Hemade the ephod of gold, blue, purple,
scarlet, and fine twined linen.

3 They beat the gold into thin plates, and
cut it into wires, to work it in with the blue,
the purple, the scarlet, and the fine linen,
the work of the skilful workman.

4Theymade shoulder straps for it, joined
together. It was joined together at the two
ends.

5The skilfully woven band that was on it,
with which to fasten it on, was of the same
piece, like its work: of gold, of blue, purple,
scarlet, and fine twined linen, as the LORD
commandedMoses.

6 They worked the onyx stones, enclosed
in settings of gold, engraved with the en-
gravings of a signet, according to the names
of the children of Israel.

7 He put them on the shoulder straps of
the ephod, to be stones of memorial for the
children of Israel, as the LORD commanded
Moses.

8 He made the breastplate, the work of
a skilful workman, like the work of the
ephod: of gold, of blue, purple, scarlet, and
fine twined linen.

9 It was square. They made the breast-
plate double. Its length was a span,† and its
width a span, being double.

10They set in it four rows of stones. A row
of ruby, topaz, and beryl was the first row;

11 and the second row, a turquoise, a sap-
phire,‡ and an emerald;

12 and the third row, a jacinth, an agate,
and an amethyst;

13 and the fourth row, a chrysolite, an
onyx, and a jasper. They were enclosed in
gold settings.

14 The stones were according to the
names of the children of Israel, twelve, ac-
cording to their names; like the engravings
of a signet, everyone according to his name,
for the twelve tribes.

15 They made on the breastplate chains
like cords, of braided work of pure gold.

16Theymade twosettingsof gold, and two
gold rings, and put the two rings on the two
ends of the breastplate.

17They put the twobraided chains of gold
in the two rings at the ends of the breast-
plate.

18 The other two ends of the two braided
chains they put on the two settings, and put
themon the shoulder straps of the ephod, in
its front.

19 They made two rings of gold, and put
them on the two ends of the breastplate, on
its edge, which was towards the side of the
ephod inward.

20Theymade twomore rings of gold, and
put them on the two shoulder straps of the
ephod underneath, in its front, close by its
coupling, above the skilfullywoven band of
the ephod.

21They bound the breastplate by its rings
to the rings of the ephodwith a lace of blue,
that itmight be on the skilfullywoven band
of the ephod, and that the breastplatemight
not come loose from the ephod, as theLORD
commandedMoses.

22He made the robe of the ephod of wo-
ven work, all of blue.

23Theopeningof the robe in themiddleof
itwas like theopeningof a coat ofmail,with
a binding around its opening, that it should
not be torn.

24 They made on the skirts of the robe
pomegranates of blue, purple, scarlet, and
twined linen.

25 They made bells of pure gold, and
put the bells between the pomegranates
around the skirts of the robe, between the
pomegranates;

26 a bell and a pomegranate, a bell and a
pomegranate, around the skirts of the robe,
to minister in, as the LORD commanded
Moses.

27 They made the tunics of fine linen of
wovenwork for Aaron and for his sons,

28 the turban of fine linen, the linen head-
bandsoffine linen, the linen trousersoffine
twined linen,

29 the sash of fine twined linen, blue, pur-
ple, and scarlet, the work of the embroi-
derer, as the LORD commandedMoses.

† 38:29: A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds ‡ 38:29: 70 talents + 2400 shekels is about 2124 kilograms, or
2.124 metric tonnes. † 39:9: A span is the length from the tip of a man’s thumb to the tip of his little finger when his
hand is stretched out (about half a cubit, or 9 inches, or 22.8 cm.) ‡ 39:11: or, lapis lazuli
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30 They made the plate of the holy crown
of pure gold, andwrote on it an inscription,
like the engravings of a signet: “HOLY TO
THE LORD”.

31 They tied to it a lace of blue, to fasten
it on the turban above, as the LORD com-
mandedMoses.

32 Thus all the work of the tabernacle
of the Tent of Meeting was finished. The
children of Israel did according to all that
the LORD commandedMoses; so they did.

33 They brought the tabernacle to Moses:
the tent, with all its furniture, its clasps, its
boards, its bars, its pillars, its sockets,

34 the covering of rams’ skins dyed red,
the covering of sea cowhides, the veil of the
screen,

35 the ark of the covenant with its poles,
the mercy seat,

36 the table, all its vessels, the showbread,
37 thepure lamp stand, its lamps, even the

lamps tobe set in order, all its vessels, the oil
for the light,

38 the golden altar, the anointing oil, the
sweet incense, the screen for the door of the
Tent,

39 the bronze altar, its grating of bronze,
its poles, all of its vessels, the basin and its
base,

40 the hangings of the court, its pillars, its
sockets, the screen for the gate of the court,
its cords, its pins, and all the instruments of
the service of the tabernacle, for the Tent of
Meeting,

41 the finely worked garments for minis-
tering in the holy place, the holy garments
forAaron thepriest, and thegarmentsofhis
sons, to minister in the priest’s office.

42 According to all that the LORD com-
mandedMoses, so the children of Israel did
all the work.

43 Moses saw all the work, and behold,
they had done it as the LORD had com-
manded. They had done so; and Moses
blessed them.

40
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “On the first day of the first month you

shall raise up the tabernacle of the Tent of
Meeting.

3 You shall put the ark of the covenant in
it, and you shall screen the arkwith the veil.

4 You shall bring in the table, and set in
order the things that are on it. You shall
bring in the lamp stand, and light its lamps.

5You shall set the golden altar for incense
before the ark of the covenant, and put the
screen of the door to the tabernacle.

6 “You shall set the altar of burnt offering
before thedoor of the tabernacle of theTent
of Meeting.

7You shall set the basin between the Tent
of Meeting and the altar, and shall put wa-
ter therein.

8You shall set up the court around it, and
hang up the screen of the gate of the court.

9 “You shall take the anointing oil, and
anoint the tabernacle and all that is in it,
and shall make it holy, and all its furniture,
and it will be holy.

10 You shall anoint the altar of burnt of-
fering, with all its vessels, and sanctify the
altar, and the altar will be most holy.

11You shall anoint the basin and its base,
and sanctify it.

12 “You shall bring Aaron and his sons to
the door of the Tent of Meeting, and shall
wash themwith water.

13 You shall put on Aaron the holy gar-
ments; and you shall anoint him, and sanc-
tify him, that he may minister to me in the
priest’s office.

14You shall bring his sons, and put tunics
on them.

15You shall anoint them, as you anointed
their father, that they may minister to me
in the priest’s office. Their anointing shall
be to them for an everlasting priesthood
throughout their generations.”

16Moses did so. According to all that the
LORD commanded him, so he did.

17 In the first month in the second year,
on thefirst day of themonth, the tabernacle
was raised up.

18 Moses raised up the tabernacle, and
laid its sockets, and set up its boards, and
put in its bars, and raised up its pillars.

19 He spread the covering over the tent,
and put the roof of the tabernacle above on
it, as the LORD commandedMoses.

20He took and put the covenant into the
ark, and set thepoles on the ark, andput the
mercy seat above on the ark.

21 He brought the ark into the taberna-
cle, and set up the veil of the screen, and
screened the ark of the covenant, as the
LORD commandedMoses.

22He put the table in the Tent of Meeting,
on the north side of the tabernacle, outside
of the veil.

23 He set the bread in order on it before
the LORD, as the LORD commandedMoses.

24 He put the lamp stand in the Tent of
Meeting, opposite the table, on the south
side of the tabernacle.

25He lit the lamps before the LORD, as the
LORD commandedMoses.

26 He put the golden altar in the Tent of
Meeting before the veil;

27andheburnt incense of sweet spices on
it, as the LORD commandedMoses.

28He put up the screen of the door to the
tabernacle.
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29He set the altar of burnt offering at the
door of the tabernacle of the Tent of Meet-
ing, and offered on it the burnt offering and
themeal offering, as the LORD commanded
Moses.

30 He set the basin between the Tent
of Meeting and the altar, and put water
therein, with which to wash.

31 Moses, Aaron, and his sons washed
their hands and their feet there.

32When they went into the Tent of Meet-
ing, and when they came near to the al-
tar, they washed, as the LORD commanded
Moses.

33 He raised up the court around the
tabernacle and the altar, and set up the
screen of the gate of the court. So Moses
finished the work.

34 Then the cloud covered the Tent of
Meeting, and the LORD’s glory filled the
tabernacle.

35Moseswasn’t able to enter into the Tent
of Meeting, because the cloud stayed on it,
and the LORD’s glory filled the tabernacle.

36Whenthecloudwas takenup fromover
the tabernacle, the children of Israel went
onward, throughout all their journeys;

37 but if the cloud wasn’t taken up, then
they didn’t travel until the day that it was
taken up.

38 For the cloud of the LORD was on the
tabernacle by day, and there was fire in the
cloud by night, in the sight of all the house
of Israel, throughout all their journeys.



Leviticus 1:1 88 Leviticus 2:11

The Third Book ofMoses,
Commonly Called
Leviticus

1The LORD† called toMoses, and spoke to
him from the Tent of Meeting, saying,

2 “Speak to the children of Israel, and
tell them, ‘When anyone of you offers an
offering to the LORD, you shall offer your
offering of the livestock, from the herd and
from the flock.

3 “ ‘If his offering is a burnt offering from
the herd, he shall offer a male without de-
fect. He shall offer it at the door of the Tent
of Meeting, that he may be accepted before
the LORD.

4He shall lay his hand on the head of the
burnt offering, and it shall be accepted for
him tomake atonement for him.

5 He shall kill the bull before the LORD.
Aaron’s sons, the priests, shall present the
blood and sprinkle the blood around on
the altar that is at the door of the Tent of
Meeting.

6He shall skin the burnt offering and cut
it into pieces.

7 The sons of Aaron the priest shall put
fire on the altar, and lay wood in order on
the fire;

8 and Aaron’s sons, the priests, shall lay
the pieces, the head, and the fat in order on
the wood that is on the fire which is on the
altar;

9but he shall wash its innards and its legs
with water. The priest shall burn all of it on
the altar, for a burnt offering, an offering
made by fire, of a pleasant aroma to the
LORD.

10 “ ‘If his offering is from the flock, from
the sheep or from the goats, for a burnt of-
fering, he shall offer amale without defect.

11He shall kill it on the north side of the
altar before the LORD. Aaron’s sons, the
priests, shall sprinkle its blood around on
the altar.

12 He shall cut it into its pieces, with its
head and its fat. The priest shall lay them in
order on the wood that is on the fire which
is on the altar,

13 but the innards and the legs he shall
wash with water. The priest shall offer the
whole, and burn it on the altar. It is a
burnt offering, an offering made by fire, of
a pleasant aroma to the LORD.

14 “ ‘If his offering to the LORD is a burnt
offering of birds, then he shall offer his

offering from turtledoves or of young pi-
geons.

15The priest shall bring it to the altar, and
wring off its head, and burn it on the altar;
and its blood shall be drained out on the
side of the altar;

16 and he shall take away its crop and its
feathers, and cast it beside the altar on the
east part, in the place of the ashes.

17Heshall tear it by itswings, but shallnot
divide it apart. The priest shall burn it on
the altar, on the wood that is on the fire. It
is a burnt offering, an offeringmade byfire,
of a pleasant aroma to the LORD.

2
1 “ ‘When anyone offers an offering of a

meal offering to the LORD, his offering shall
be of fine flour. He shall pour oil on it, and
put frankincense on it.

2 He shall bring it to Aaron’s sons, the
priests. He shall take his handful of its fine
flour, and of its oil, with all its frankincense,
and the priest shall burn its memorial on
the altar, an offering made by fire, of a
pleasant aroma to the LORD.

3 That which is left of the meal offering
shall be Aaron’s and his sons’. It is a most
holy part of the offerings of the LORDmade
by fire.

4 “ ‘When you offer an offering of a meal
offering baked in the oven, it shall be un-
leavened cakes of fine flour mixed with oil,
or unleavened wafers anointed with oil.

5 If your offering is a meal offering made
on a griddle, it shall be of unleavened fine
flour, mixed with oil.

6You shall cut it in pieces, and pour oil on
it. It is a meal offering.

7 If your offering is a meal offering of the
pan, it shall be made of fine flour with oil.

8You shall bring the meal offering that is
made of these things to the LORD. It shall be
presented to the priest, and he shall bring it
to the altar.

9 The priest shall take from the meal of-
fering itsmemorial, and shall burn it on the
altar, an offeringmade by fire, of a pleasant
aroma to the LORD.

10 That which is left of the meal offering
shall be Aaron’s and his sons’. It is a most
holy part of the offerings of the LORDmade
by fire.

11 “ ‘No meal offering which you shall of-
fer to the LORD shall be made with yeast;
for you shall burn no yeast, nor any honey,
as an offeringmade by fire to the LORD.

† 1:1: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew
,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh).
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12 As an offering of first fruits you shall
offer them to the LORD, but they shall not
rise up as a pleasant aroma on the altar.

13 Every offering of your meal offering
you shall season with salt. You shall not
allow the salt of the covenant of your God†
to be lacking fromyourmeal offering. With
all your offerings you shall offer salt.

14 “ ‘If you offer a meal offering of first
fruits to the LORD, you shall offer for the
meal offering of yourfirst fruits freshheads
of grain parched with fire and crushed.

15 You shall put oil on it and lay frankin-
cense on it. It is a meal offering.

16 The priest shall burn as its memorial
part of its crushed grain and part of its oil,
along with all its frankincense. It is an
offeringmade by fire to the LORD.

3
1 “ ‘If his offering is a sacrifice of peace

offerings, if he offers it from the herd,
whether male or female, he shall offer it
without defect before the LORD.

2He shall lay his hand on the head of his
offering, and kill it at the door of the Tent
of Meeting. Aaron’s sons, the priests, shall
sprinkle the blood around on the altar.

3 He shall offer of the sacrifice of peace
offerings an offering made by fire to the
LORD. The fat that covers the innards, and
all the fat that is on the innards,

4 and the two kidneys, and the fat that is
on them,which isby the loins, and the cover
on the liver, with the kidneys, he shall take
away.

5 Aaron’s sons shall burn it on the altar
on the burnt offering, which is on the wood
that is on the fire: it is an offering made by
fire, of a pleasant aroma to the LORD.

6 “ ‘If his offering for a sacrifice of peace
offerings to the LORD is from the flock, ei-
thermaleor female, he shall offer itwithout
defect.

7 If he offers a lamb for his offering, then
he shall offer it before the LORD;

8 and he shall lay his hand on the head
of his offering, and kill it before the Tent
of Meeting. Aaron’s sons shall sprinkle its
blood around on the altar.

9He shall offer from the sacrifice of peace
offerings an offering made by fire to the
LORD; its fat, the entire tail fat, he shall take
away close to the backbone; and the fat that
covers the entrails, and all the fat that is on
the entrails,

10 and the two kidneys, and the fat that is
on them,which isby the loins, and the cover
on the liver, with the kidneys, he shall take
away.

11The priest shall burn it on the altar: it is
the food of the offering made by fire to the
LORD.

12 “ ‘If his offering is a goat, then he shall
offer it before the LORD.

13 He shall lay his hand on its head,
and kill it before the Tent of Meeting; and
the sons of Aaron shall sprinkle its blood
around on the altar.

14He shall offer from it as his offering, an
offering made by fire to the LORD; the fat
that covers the innards, and all the fat that
is on the innards,

15 and the two kidneys, and the fat that is
on them,which isby the loins, and the cover
on the liver, with the kidneys, he shall take
away.

16The priest shall burn them on the altar:
it is the food of the offeringmadebyfire, for
a pleasant aroma; all the fat is the LORD’s.

17 “ ‘It shall be a perpetual statute
throughout your generations in all your
dwellings, that you shall eat neither fat nor
blood.’ ”

4
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Speak to the children of Israel, saying,

‘If anyone sins unintentionally, in anyof the
thingswhich theLORDhas commandednot
to be done, and does any one of them,

3 if the anointed priest sins so as to bring
guilt on the people, then let himoffer for his
sin which he has sinned a young bull with-
out defect to the LORD for a sin offering.

4He shall bring the bull to the door of the
Tent of Meeting before the LORD; and he
shall lay his hand on the head of the bull,
and kill the bull before the LORD.

5 The anointed priest shall take some of
the blood of the bull, and bring it to the Tent
of Meeting.

6 The priest shall dip his finger in the
blood, and sprinkle someof theblood seven
timesbefore theLORD,before theveil of the
sanctuary.

7 The priest shall put some of the blood
on the horns of the altar of sweet incense
before the LORD, which is in the Tent of
Meeting; and he shall pour out the rest of
the blood of the bull at the base of the altar
of burnt offering, which is at the door of the
Tent of Meeting.

8 He shall take all the fat of the bull of
the sin offering from it: the fat that covers
the innards, and all the fat that is on the
innards,

9 and the two kidneys, and the fat that
is on them, which is by the loins, and the

† 2:13: The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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cover on the liver, with the kidneys, he shall
remove,

10 as it is removed from the bull of the
sacrifice of peace offerings. The priest shall
burn them on the altar of burnt offering.

11 He shall carry the bull’s skin, all its
meat, with its head, and with its legs, its
innards, and its dung

12 —all the rest of the bull—outside of the
camp to a clean place where the ashes are
poured out, and burn it on wood with fire.
It shall beburntwhere theashesarepoured
out.

13 “ ‘If the whole congregation of Israel
sins, and the thing is hidden from the eyes
of the assembly, and they have done any of
the thingswhich the LORDhas commanded
not to be done, and are guilty;

14when the sin inwhich theyhave sinned
is known, then the assembly shall offer a
young bull for a sin offering, and bring it
before the Tent of Meeting.

15The elders of the congregation shall lay
their hands on the head of the bull before
theLORD; and thebull shall be killedbefore
the LORD.

16The anointed priest shall bring some of
the blood of the bull to the Tent of Meeting.

17 The priest shall dip his finger in the
blood and sprinkle it seven times before the
LORD, before the veil.

18 He shall put some of the blood on the
horns of the altarwhich is before the LORD,
that is in the Tent ofMeeting; and the rest of
the bloodhe shall pour out at the base of the
altar of burnt offering, which is at the door
of the Tent of Meeting.

19All its fat he shall take from it, and burn
it on the altar.

20 He shall do this with the bull; as he
did with the bull of the sin offering, so he
shall dowith this; and the priest shall make
atonement for them, and they shall be for-
given.

21 He shall carry the bull outside the
camp, and burn it as he burnt the first bull.
It is the sin offering for the assembly.

22 “ ‘When a ruler sins, and unwittingly
does any one of all the things which the
LORD his God has commanded not to be
done, and is guilty,

23 if his sin inwhichhehas sinned ismade
known to him, he shall bring as his offering
a goat, a male without defect.

24He shall lay his hand on the head of the
goat, and kill it in the place where they kill
the burnt offering before the LORD. It is a
sin offering.

25 The priest shall take some of the blood
of the sin offering with his finger, and put it
on the horns of the altar of burnt offering.

He shall pour out the rest of its blood at the
base of the altar of burnt offering.

26 All its fat he shall burn on the altar,
like the fat of the sacrifice of peace offer-
ings; and the priest shall make atonement
for him concerning his sin, and he will be
forgiven.

27 “ ‘If anyone of the common people sins
unwittingly, in doing any of the things
which the LORD has commanded not to be
done, and is guilty,

28 if his sin which he has sinned is made
known to him, then he shall bring for his
offering a goat, a female without defect, for
his sin which he has sinned.

29He shall lay his hand on the head of the
sin offering, and kill the sin offering in the
place of burnt offering.

30 The priest shall take some of its blood
with his finger, and put it on the horns of
the altar of burnt offering; and the rest of
its blood he shall pour out at the base of the
altar.

31 All its fat he shall take away, like the
fat is taken away from the sacrifice of peace
offerings; and the priest shall burn it on the
altar for a pleasant aroma to the LORD; and
the priest shall make atonement for him,
and he will be forgiven.

32 “ ‘If he brings a lamb as his offering
for a sin offering, he shall bring a female
without defect.

33He shall lay his hand on the head of the
sin offering, and kill it for a sin offering in
the placewhere they kill the burnt offering.

34 The priest shall take some of the blood
of the sin offering with his finger, and put it
on the horns of the altar of burnt offering;
and all the rest of its blood he shall pour out
at the base of the altar.

35 He shall remove all its fat, like the fat
of the lamb is removed from the sacrifice
of peace offerings. The priest shall burn
them on the altar, on the offerings of the
LORD made by fire. The priest shall make
atonement for him concerning his sin that
he has sinned, and he will be forgiven.

5
1“ ‘If anyone sins, in thathehearsapublic

adjuration to testify, he being a witness,
whether hehas seen or known, if he doesn’t
report it, then he shall bear his iniquity.

2 “ ‘Or if anyone touches any unclean
thing, whether it is the carcass of an un-
clean animal, or the carcass of unclean live-
stock, or the carcass of unclean creeping
things, and it is hidden from him, and he is
unclean, then he shall be guilty.

3 “ ‘Or if he touches the uncleanness of
man, whatever his uncleanness is with
which he is unclean, and it is hidden from
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him; when he knows of it, then he shall be
guilty.

4 “ ‘Or if anyone swears rashly with his
lips to do evil or to do good—whatever it is
that a manmight utter rashly with an oath,
and it is hidden from him—when he knows
of it, then he will be guilty of one of these.

5 It shall be, when he is guilty of one of
these, he shall confess that in which he has
sinned;

6 and he shall bring his trespass offering
to the LORD for his sinwhich hehas sinned:
a female from the flock, a lamb or a goat,
for a sin offering; and the priest shall make
atonement for him concerning his sin.

7 “ ‘If he can’t afford a lamb, then he
shall bring his trespass offering for that in
which he has sinned, two turtledoves, or
two young pigeons, to the LORD; one for
a sin offering, and the other for a burnt
offering.

8 He shall bring them to the priest, who
shall first offer the one which is for the sin
offering. He shall wring off its head from its
neck, but shall not sever it completely.

9 He shall sprinkle some of the blood of
the sin offering on the side of the altar; and
the rest of the blood shall be drained out at
the base of the altar. It is a sin offering.

10 He shall offer the second for a burnt
offering, according to the ordinance; and
the priest shall make atonement for him
concerninghis sinwhichhehas sinned, and
he shall be forgiven.

11 “ ‘But if he can’t afford two turtledoves
or twoyoungpigeons, thenhe shall bring as
his offering for that inwhich he has sinned,
one tenth of an ephah† of fine flour for a sin
offering. He shall put no oil on it, and he
shall not put any frankincense on it, for it is
a sin offering.

12 He shall bring it to the priest, and the
priest shall take his handful of it as the
memorial portion, and burn it on the altar,
on the offerings of the LORD made by fire.
It is a sin offering.

13 The priest shall make atonement for
himconcerninghis sin that hehas sinned in
any of these things, and hewill be forgiven;
and the rest shall be the priest’s, as themeal
offering.’ ”

14The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
15 “If anyone commits a trespass, and

sins unwittingly regarding the LORD’s holy
things, then he shall bring his trespass of-
fering to the LORD: a ram without defect
fromtheflock, according toyourestimation
in silver by shekels, according to the shekel‡
of the sanctuary, for a trespass offering.

16Heshallmakerestitution for thatwhich
he has done wrong regarding the holy
thing, and shall add a fifth part to it, and
give it to the priest; and the priest shall
make atonement for him with the ram of
the trespass offering, and he will be for-
given.

17 “If anyone sins, doing any of the things
which the LORD has commanded not to be
done, though he didn’t know it, he is still
guilty, and shall bear his iniquity.

18 He shall bring a ram without defect
from of the flock, according to your es-
timation, for a trespass offering, to the
priest; and the priest shallmake atonement
for him concerning the thing in which he
sinned and didn’t know it, and he will be
forgiven.

19 It is a trespass offering. He is certainly
guilty before the LORD.”

6
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “If anyone sins, and commits a trespass

against the LORD, and deals falsely with
his neighbour in a matter of deposit, or of
bargain, or of robbery, or has oppressed his
neighbour,

3 or has found that which was lost, and
lied about it, and swearing to a lie—in any of
these things that a man sins in his actions—

4 then it shall be, if he has sinned, and is
guilty, he shall restore thatwhichhe tookby
robbery, or the thing which he has gotten
by oppression, or the deposit which was
committed tohim, or the lost thingwhichhe
found,

5 or any thing about which he has sworn
falsely: he shall restore it in full, and shall
add a fifth part more to it. He shall return it
to him to whom it belongs in the day of his
being found guilty.

6Heshall bringhis trespassoffering to the
LORD: a ramwithout defect from the flock,
according to your estimation, for a trespass
offering, to the priest.

7Thepriest shallmakeatonement forhim
before the LORD, and he will be forgiven
concerning whatever he does to become
guilty.”

8The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
9 “Command Aaron and his sons, saying,

‘This is the law of the burnt offering: the
burnt offering shall be on the hearth on the
altar all night until the morning; and the
fire of the altar shall be kept burning on it.

10 The priest shall put on his linen gar-
ment, and he shall put on his linen trousers
upon his body; and he shall remove the
ashes from where the fire has consumed

† 5:11: 1 ephah is about 22 litres or about 2/3 of a bushel ‡ 5:15: A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces.
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the burnt offering on the altar, and he shall
put them beside the altar.

11He shall take off his garments, and put
on other garments, and carry the ashes out-
side the camp to a clean place.

12The fire on the altar shall be kept burn-
ing on it, it shall not go out; and the priest
shall burn wood on it every morning. He
shall lay the burnt offering in order upon
it, and shall burn on it the fat of the peace
offerings.

13 Fire shall be kept burning on the altar
continually; it shall not go out.

14 “ ‘This is the law of the meal offering:
the sons of Aaron shall offer it before the
LORD, before the altar.

15He shall take from there his handful of
the fine flour of the meal offering, and of
its oil, and all the frankincense which is on
the meal offering, and shall burn it on the
altar for a pleasant aroma, as its memorial
portion, to the LORD.

16 That which is left of it Aaron and his
sons shall eat. It shall be eaten without
yeast in a holy place. They shall eat it in the
court of the Tent of Meeting.

17 It shall not be baked with yeast. I have
given it as their portion of my offerings
made by fire. It is most holy, as are the sin
offering and the trespass offering.

18 Every male amongst the children of
Aaron shall eat of it, as their portion forever
throughout your generations, from the of-
ferings of the LORDmade by fire. Whoever
touches them shall be holy.’ ”

19The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
20 “This is the offering of Aaron and of his

sons, which they shall offer to the LORD in
the day when he is anointed: one tenth of
an ephah† of fine flour for a meal offering
perpetually, half of it in the morning, and
half of it in the evening.

21 It shall be made with oil in a griddle.
When it is soaked, you shall bring it in. You
shall offer themeal offering in baked pieces
for a pleasant aroma to the LORD.

22 The anointed priest that will be in his
place from amongst his sons shall offer it.
By a statute forever, it shall bewholly burnt
to the LORD.

23Every meal offering of a priest shall be
wholly burnt. It shall not be eaten.”

24The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
25 “Speak to Aaron and to his sons, saying,

‘This is the law of the sin offering: in the
place where the burnt offering is killed, the
sin offering shall be killed before the LORD.
It is most holy.

26The priest who offers it for sin shall eat
it. It shall be eaten in a holy place, in the
court of the Tent of Meeting.

27Whatever shall touch its flesh shall be
holy. When there is any of its blood sprin-
kled on a garment, you shall wash that on
which it was sprinkled in a holy place.

28 But the earthen vessel in which it is
boiled shall be broken; and if it is boiled
in a bronze vessel, it shall be scoured, and
rinsed in water.

29 Every male amongst the priests shall
eat of it. It is most holy.

30 No sin offering, of which any of the
blood is brought into the Tent of Meeting to
make atonement in the Holy Place, shall be
eaten. It shall be burnt with fire.

7
1 “ ‘This is the law of the trespass offering:

It is most holy.
2 In the place where they kill the burnt

offering, he shall kill the trespass offering;
and its blood he shall sprinkle around on
the altar.

3Heshall offerall of its fat: the fat tail, and
the fat that covers the innards,

4 and he shall take away the two kidneys,
and the fat that is on them, which is by the
loins, and the cover on the liver, with the
kidneys;

5 and the priest shall burn them on the
altar for an offering made by fire to the
LORD: it is a trespass offering.

6Everymale amongst the priests may eat
of it. It shall be eaten in a holy place. It is
most holy.

7 “ ‘As is the sin offering, so is the trespass
offering; there is one law for them. The
priest who makes atonement with them
shall have it.

8 The priest who offers any man’s burnt
offering shall have for himself the skin of
the burnt offering which he has offered.

9Every meal offering that is baked in the
oven, and all that is prepared in the pan
and on the griddle, shall be the priest’s who
offers it.

10 Every meal offering, mixed with oil or
dry, belongs to all the sons of Aaron, one as
well as another.

11 “ ‘This is the law of the sacrifice of
peace offerings, which one shall offer to the
LORD:

12 If heoffers it for a thanksgiving, thenhe
shall offer with the sacrifice of thanksgiv-
ing unleavened cakes mixed with oil, and
unleavened wafers anointed with oil, and
cakes mixed with oil.

† 6:20: 1 ephah is about 22 litres or about 2/3 of a bushel
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13He shall offer his offering with the sac-
rificeofhispeaceofferings for thanksgiving
with cakes of leavened bread.

14 Of it he shall offer one out of each
offering for a heave offering to the LORD. It
shall be the priest’swho sprinkles the blood
of the peace offerings.

15 The flesh of the sacrifice of his peace
offerings for thanksgiving shall be eaten on
the day of his offering. He shall not leave
any of it until the morning.

16 “ ‘But if the sacrifice of his offering is a
vow, or a free will offering, it shall be eaten
on theday thatheoffershis sacrifice. On the
next day what remains of it shall be eaten,

17 but what remains of the meat of the
sacrifice on the third day shall be burnt
with fire.

18 If any of the meat of the sacrifice of his
peace offerings is eaten on the third day,
it will not be accepted, and it shall not be
credited to him who offers it. It will be an
abomination, and the soul who eats any of
it will bear his iniquity.

19 “ ‘The meat that touches any unclean
thing shall not be eaten. It shall be burnt
with fire. As for the meat, everyone who is
cleanmay eat it;

20but the soul who eats of themeat of the
sacrifice of peace offerings that belongs to
the LORD, having his uncleanness on him,
that soul shall be cut off from his people.

21 When anyone touches any unclean
thing, the uncleanness of man, or an un-
clean animal, or any unclean abomination,
and eats some of themeat of the sacrifice of
peace offerings which belong to the LORD,
that soul shall be cut off from his people.’ ”

22The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
23 “Speak to the children of Israel, saying,

‘You shall eat no fat, of bull, or sheep, or
goat.

24 The fat of that which dies of itself, and
the fat of that which is torn of animals, may
be used for any other service, but you shall
in no way eat of it.

25 For whoever eats the fat of the animal
whichmenoffer as an offeringmade byfire
to the LORD, even the soul who eats it shall
be cut off from his people.

26 You shall not eat any blood, whether
it is of bird or of animal, in any of your
dwellings.

27Whoever it is who eats any blood, that
soul shall be cut off from his people.’ ”

28The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
29 “Speak to the children of Israel, saying,

‘He who offers the sacrifice of his peace of-
ferings to the LORD shall bring his offering
to the LORD out of the sacrifice of his peace
offerings.

30With his own hands he shall bring the
offerings of the LORDmadebyfire. He shall
bring the fat with the breast, that the breast
may be waved for a wave offering before
the LORD.

31 The priest shall burn the fat on the
altar, but the breast shall be Aaron’s and his
sons’.

32 The right thigh you shall give to the
priest for a heave offering out of the sacri-
fices of your peace offerings.

33He amongst the sons of Aaron who of-
fers thebloodof thepeaceofferings, and the
fat, shall have the right thigh for a portion.

34 For the waved breast and the heaved
thigh I have taken from the children of
Israel out of the sacrifices of their peace
offerings, and have given them to Aaron
the priest and to his sons as their portion
forever from the children of Israel.’ ”

35 This is the consecrated portion of
Aaron, and the consecrated portion of his
sons, out of the offerings of the LORDmade
by fire, in the day when he presented them
tominister to theLORD in thepriest’s office;

36 which the LORD commanded to be
given them of the children of Israel, in the
day that he anointed them. It is their por-
tion forever throughout their generations.

37This is the law of the burnt offering, the
meal offering, the sin offering, the trespass
offering, the consecration, and the sacrifice
of peace offerings

38which the LORD commanded Moses in
Mount Sinai in the day that he commanded
the children of Israel to offer their offerings
to the LORD, in the wilderness of Sinai.

8
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Take Aaron and his sons with him, and

the garments, and the anointing oil, and the
bull of the sin offering, and the two rams,
and the basket of unleavened bread;

3and assemble all the congregation at the
door of the Tent of Meeting.”

4Mosesdidas theLORDcommandedhim;
and the congregation was assembled at the
door of the Tent of Meeting.

5Moses said to the congregation, “This is
the thing which the LORD has commanded
to be done.”

6Moses brought Aaron and his sons, and
washed themwith water.

7 He put the tunic on him, tied the sash
on him, clothed him with the robe, put the
ephod on him, and he tied the skilfully wo-
ven band of the ephod on him and fastened
it to himwith it.

8 He placed the breastplate on him. He
put the Urim and Thummim in the breast-
plate.
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9He set the turban on his head. He set the
golden plate, the holy crown, on the front
of the turban, as the LORD commanded
Moses.

10 Moses took the anointing oil, and
anointed the tabernacle and all that was in
it, and sanctified them.

11He sprinkled it on the altar seven times,
and anointed the altar and all its vessels,
and the basin and its base, to sanctify them.

12He poured some of the anointing oil on
Aaron’s head, and anointed him, to sanctify
him.

13 Moses brought Aaron’s sons, and
clothed them with tunics, and tied sashes
on them, and put headbands on them, as
the LORD commandedMoses.

14He brought the bull of the sin offering,
and Aaron and his sons laid their hands on
the head of the bull of the sin offering.

15He killed it; and Moses took the blood,
and put it around on the horns of the altar
with his finger, and purified the altar, and
poured out the blood at the base of the altar,
and sanctified it, to make atonement for it.

16 He took all the fat that was on the
innards, and the cover of the liver, and the
two kidneys, and their fat; andMoses burnt
it on the altar.

17 But the bull, and its skin, and its meat,
and its dung, he burnt with fire outside the
camp, as the LORD commandedMoses.

18 He presented the ram of the burnt of-
fering. Aaron and his sons laid their hands
on the head of the ram.

19 He killed it; and Moses sprinkled the
blood around on the altar.

20 He cut the ram into its pieces; and
Moses burnt the head, and the pieces, and
the fat.

21 He washed the innards and the legs
withwater; andMoses burnt thewhole ram
on the altar. It was a burnt offering for a
pleasant aroma. It was an offeringmade by
fire to the LORD, as the LORD commanded
Moses.

22He presented the other ram, the ram of
consecration. Aaron and his sons laid their
hands on the head of the ram.

23He killed it; and Moses took some of its
blood, and put it on the tip of Aaron’s right
ear, and on the thumbof his right hand, and
on the great toe of his right foot.

24 He brought Aaron’s sons; and Moses
put some of the blood on the tip of their
right ear, and on the thumb of their right
hand, andon thegreat toeof their right foot;
and Moses sprinkled the blood around on
the altar.

25 He took the fat, the fat tail, all the fat
that was on the innards, the cover of the

liver, the two kidneys and their fat, and the
right thigh;

26 and out of the basket of unleavened
bread that was before the LORD, he took
one unleavened cake, one cake of oiled
bread, and one wafer, and placed them on
the fat and on the right thigh.

27Heput all these inAaron’s hands and in
his sons’hands, andwaved them for awave
offering before the LORD.

28Moses took them from their hands, and
burnt them on the altar on the burnt offer-
ing. Theywere a consecration offering for a
pleasant aroma. It was an offeringmade by
fire to the LORD.

29 Moses took the breast, and waved it
for a wave offering before the LORD. It was
Moses’ portion of the ram of consecration,
as the LORD commandedMoses.

30 Moses took some of the anointing oil,
and some of the blood which was on the
altar, and sprinkled it on Aaron, on his
garments, and on his sons, and on his sons’
garments with him, and sanctified Aaron,
his garments, and his sons, and his sons’
garments with him.

31 Moses said to Aaron and to his sons,
“Boil the meat at the door of the Tent of
Meeting, and there eat it and the bread
that is in the basket of consecration, as I
commanded, saying, ‘Aaron and his sons
shall eat it.’

32 What remains of the meat and of the
bread you shall burn with fire.

33 You shall not go out from the door of
the Tent ofMeeting for seven days, until the
days of your consecration are fulfilled: for
he shall consecrate you seven days.

34What has been done today, so the LORD
has commanded to do, to make atonement
for you.

35 You shall stay at the door of the Tent
of Meeting day and night seven days, and
keep the LORD’s command, that you don’t
die: for so I am commanded.”

36 Aaron and his sons did all the things
which the LORD commanded byMoses.

9
1 On the eighth day, Moses called Aaron

and his sons, and the elders of Israel;
2 and he said to Aaron, “Take a calf from

the herd for a sin offering, and a ram for
a burnt offering, without defect, and offer
them before the LORD.

3You shall speak to the children of Israel,
saying, ‘Take a male goat for a sin offering;
and a calf and a lamb, both a year old,
without defect, for a burnt offering;

4and a bull and a ram for peace offerings,
to sacrifice before the LORD; and a meal
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offeringmixedwith oil: for today the LORD
appears to you.’ ”

5 They brought what Moses commanded
before the Tent of Meeting. All the con-
gregation came near and stood before the
LORD.

6Moses said, “This is the thing which the
LORD commanded that you should do; and
the LORD’s glory shall appear to you.”

7Moses said to Aaron, “Draw near to the
altar, and offer your sin offering, and your
burnt offering, and make atonement for
yourself, and for the people; and offer the
offering of the people, andmakeatonement
for them, as the LORD commanded.”

8 So Aaron came near to the altar, and
killed the calf of the sin offering, whichwas
for himself.

9ThesonsofAaronpresented theblood to
him; and he dipped his finger in the blood,
and put it on the horns of the altar, and
pouredout thebloodat thebaseof the altar;

10 but the fat, and the kidneys, and the
cover from the liver of the sin offering, he
burnt upon the altar, as the LORD com-
mandedMoses.

11 The meat and the skin he burnt with
fire outside the camp.

12 He killed the burnt offering; and
Aaron’s sons delivered the blood to him,
and he sprinkled it around on the altar.

13 They delivered the burnt offering to
him, piece by piece, and the head. He burnt
them upon the altar.

14 He washed the innards and the legs,
andburnt themon theburnt offeringon the
altar.

15He presented the people’s offering, and
took the goat of the sin offering which was
for the people, and killed it, and offered it
for sin, like the first.

16 He presented the burnt offering, and
offered it according to the ordinance.

17 He presented the meal offering, and
filledhishand fromthere, andburnt itupon
the altar, in addition to the burnt offering of
themorning.

18He also killed the bull and the ram, the
sacrifice of peace offerings, which was for
the people. Aaron’s sons delivered to him
the blood, which he sprinkled around on
the altar;

19 and the fat of the bull and of the ram,
the fat tail, and that which covers the in-
nards, and the kidneys, and the cover of the
liver;

20 and they put the fat upon the breasts,
and he burnt the fat on the altar.

21Aaron waved the breasts and the right
thigh for a wave offering before the LORD,
as Moses commanded.

22 Aaron lifted up his hands towards the
people, and blessed them; and he came
down fromoffering the sinoffering, and the
burnt offering, and the peace offerings.

23 Moses and Aaron went into the Tent
of Meeting, and came out, and blessed the
people; and the LORD’s glory appeared to
all the people.

24 Fire came out from before the LORD,
and consumed the burnt offering and the
fat upon the altar. When all the people saw
it, they shouted, and fell on their faces.

10
1 Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron,

each took his censer, and put fire in it, and
laid incense on it, and offered strange fire
before the LORD, which he had not com-
manded them.

2 Fire came out from before the LORD,
and devoured them, and they died before
the LORD.

3ThenMoses said to Aaron, “This is what
the LORD spoke of, saying,
‘I will show myself holy to those who come

nearme,
and before all the people I will be glori-
fied.’ ”

Aaron held his peace.
4Moses called Mishael and Elzaphan, the

sons of Uzziel the uncle of Aaron, and said
to them, “Draw near, carry your brothers
frombefore the sanctuary out of the camp.”

5 So they came near, and carried them in
their tunics out of the camp, as Moses had
said.

6Moses said to Aaron, and to Eleazar and
to Ithamar, his sons, “Don’t let the hair of
your heads go loose, and don’t tear your
clothes, so that you don’t die, and so that he
will not be angry with all the congregation;
but let your brothers, the whole house of
Israel, bewail the burning which the LORD
has kindled.

7 You shall not go out from the door of
the Tent of Meeting, lest you die; for the
anointing oil of the LORD is on you.” They
did according to the word of Moses.

8Then the LORD said to Aaron,
9 “You and your sons are not to drink

wine or strong drink whenever you go into
the Tent of Meeting, or you will die. This
shall be a statute forever throughout your
generations.

10 You are to make a distinction between
the holy and the common, and between the
unclean and the clean.

11 You are to teach the children of Israel
all the statutes which the LORD has spoken
to them byMoses.”

12 Moses spoke to Aaron, and to Eleazar
and to Ithamar, his sons who were left,
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“Take the meal offering that remains of the
offerings of the LORDmade by fire, and eat
it without yeast beside the altar; for it is
most holy;

13 and you shall eat it in a holy place,
because it is your portion, and your sons’
portion, of the offerings of the LORD made
by fire; for so I am commanded.

14Thewaved breast and the heaved thigh
you shall eat in a clean place, you, and your
sons, and your daughterswith you: for they
are given as your portion, and your sons’
portion, out of the sacrifices of the peace
offerings of the children of Israel.

15 They shall bring the heaved thigh and
the waved breast with the offerings made
by fire of the fat, to wave it for awave offer-
ing before the LORD. It shall be yours, and
your sons’ with you, as a portion forever, as
the LORD has commanded.”

16 Moses diligently enquired about the
goat of the sin offering, and, behold,† it was
burnt. He was angry with Eleazar and with
Ithamar, the sons of Aaron who were left,
saying,

17“Whyhaven’t you eaten the sin offering
in the place of the sanctuary, since it ismost
holy, and he has given it to you to bear
the iniquity of the congregation, to make
atonement for them before the LORD?

18 Behold, its blood was not brought into
the inner part of the sanctuary. You cer-
tainly should have eaten it in the sanctuary,
as I commanded.”

19 Aaron spoke to Moses, “Behold, today
they have offered their sin offering and
their burnt offering before the LORD; and
such things as these have happened to me.
If I had eaten the sin offering today, would
it have been pleasing in the LORD’s sight?”

20WhenMoses heard that, itwas pleasing
in his sight.

11
1The LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron,

saying to them,
2 “Speak to the children of Israel, saying,

‘These are the living things which you may
eat amongst all the animals that are on the
earth.

3Whatever parts the hoof, and is cloven-
footed, and chews the cud amongst the ani-
mals, that youmay eat.

4 “ ‘Nevertheless these you shall not eat
of those that chew the cud, or of those who
part the hoof: the camel, because it chews
the cud but doesn’t have a parted hoof, is
unclean to you.

5Thehyrax,† because it chews the cudbut
doesn’t have a parted hoof, is unclean to
you.

6 The hare, because it chews the cud but
doesn’t have a parted hoof, is unclean to
you.

7 The pig, because it has a split hoof, and
is cloven-footed, but doesn’t chew the cud,
is unclean to you.

8 You shall not eat their meat. You shall
not touch their carcasses. They are unclean
to you.

9 “ ‘Youmay eat of all these that are in the
waters: whatever has fins and scales in the
waters, in the seas, and in the rivers, that
youmay eat.

10All that don’t have fins and scales in the
seas and rivers, all that move in the waters,
and all the living creatures that are in the
waters, they are an abomination to you,

11andyou shall detest them. You shall not
eat of their meat, and you shall detest their
carcasses.

12Whatever has no fins nor scales in the
waters is an abomination to you.

13 “ ‘You shall detest these amongst the
birds; they shall not be eaten because they
are an abomination: the eagle, the vulture,
the black vulture,

14 the red kite, any kind of black kite,
15any kind of raven,
16 the horned owl, the screech owl, the

gull, any kind of hawk,
17 the little owl, the cormorant, the great

owl,
18 the white owl, the desert owl, the os-

prey,
19 the stork, any kind of heron, the

hoopoe, and the bat.
20 “ ‘All flying insects that walk on all

fours are an abomination to you.
21 Yet you may eat these: of all winged

creeping things that go on all fours, which
have long, jointed legs for hopping on the
earth.

22 Even of these you may eat: any kind
of locust, any kind of katydid, any kind of
cricket, and any kind of grasshopper.

23 But all winged creeping things which
have four feet are an abomination to you.

24 “ ‘By these you will become unclean:
whoever touches their carcass shall be un-
clean until the evening.

25Whoever carries any part of their car-
cass shall wash his clothes, and be unclean
until the evening.

26 “ ‘Every animal which has a split hoof
that isn’t completely divided, or doesn’t

† 10:16: “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
† 11:5: or rock badger, or cony
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chew the cud, is unclean to you. Everyone
who touches them shall be unclean.

27 Whatever goes on its paws, amongst
all animals that go on all fours, they are
unclean to you. Whoever touches their
carcass shall be unclean until the evening.

28 He who carries their carcass shall
wash his clothes, and be unclean until the
evening. They are unclean to you.

29 “ ‘These are they which are unclean to
you amongst the creeping things that creep
on the earth: theweasel, the rat, any kind of
great lizard,

30 the gecko, and the monitor lizard, the
wall lizard, the skink, and the chameleon.

31 These are they which are unclean to
you amongst all that creep. Whoever
touches them when they are dead shall be
unclean until the evening.

32 Anything they fall on when they are
dead shall be unclean; whether it is any
vessel of wood, or clothing, or skin, or sack,
whatever vessel it is, with which any work
is done, it must be put into water, and it
shall be unclean until the evening. Then it
will be clean.

33 Every earthen vessel into which any
of them falls and all that is in it shall be
unclean. You shall break it.

34 All food which may be eaten which is
soaked in water shall be unclean. All drink
thatmaybedrunk inevery suchvessel shall
be unclean.

35 Everything whereupon part of their
carcass falls shall be unclean; whether
oven, or range for pots, it shall be broken
in pieces. They are unclean, and shall be
unclean to you.

36 Nevertheless a spring or a cistern in
which water is gathered shall be clean, but
that which touches their carcass shall be
unclean.

37 If part of their carcass falls on any sow-
ing seed which is to be sown, it is clean.

38But if water is put on the seed, and part
of their carcass falls on it, it is unclean to
you.

39 “ ‘If any animal of which you may eat
dies, he who touches its carcass shall be
unclean until the evening.

40 He who eats of its carcass shall wash
his clothes, and be unclean until the
evening. He also who carries its carcass
shall wash his clothes, and be unclean until
the evening.

41 “ ‘Every creeping thing that creeps on
the earth is an abomination. It shall not be
eaten.

42 Whatever goes on its belly, and what-
ever goes on all fours, or whatever has
many feet, even all creeping things that

creep on the earth, them you shall not eat;
for they are an abomination.

43 You shall not make yourselves abom-
inable with any creeping thing that creeps.
You shall notmakeyourselvesuncleanwith
them, that you should be defiled by them.

44 For I am the LORD your God. Sanctify
yourselves therefore, and be holy; for I am
holy. You shall not defile yourselves with
any kind of creeping thing that moves on
the earth.

45For I am the LORDwho brought you up
out of the land of Egypt, to be your God. You
shall therefore be holy, for I am holy.

46 “ ‘This is the law of the animal, and of
the bird, and of every living creature that
moves in the waters, and of every creature
that creeps on the earth,

47 to make a distinction between the un-
clean and the clean, and between the living
thing thatmay be eaten and the living thing
that may not be eaten.’ ”

12
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Speak to the children of Israel, saying,

‘If a woman conceives, and bears a male
child, then she shall be unclean seven days;
as in the days of her monthly period she
shall be unclean.

3 In the eighthday theflesh of his foreskin
shall be circumcised.

4 She shall continue in the blood of pu-
rification thirty-three days. She shall not
touch any holy thing, nor come into the
sanctuary, until the days of her purifying
are completed.

5 But if she bears a female child, then
she shall be unclean two weeks, as in her
period; and she shall continue in the blood
of purification sixty-six days.

6 “ ‘When the days of her purification are
completed for a son or for a daughter, she
shall bring to the priest at the door of the
Tent ofMeeting, a year old lamb for a burnt
offering, and a young pigeon or a turtle-
dove, for a sin offering.

7 He shall offer it before the LORD, and
make atonement for her; then she shall be
cleansed from the fountain of her blood.

“ ‘This is the law for her who bears,
whether amale or a female.

8 If she cannot afford a lamb, then she
shall take two turtledoves or two young
pigeons: the one for a burnt offering, and
the other for a sin offering. The priest shall
make atonement for her, and she shall be
clean.’ ”

13
1The LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron,

saying,
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2 “When a man shall have a swelling in
his body’s skin, or a scab, or a bright spot,
and it becomes in the skin of his body the
plague of leprosy, then he shall be brought
to Aaron the priest or to one of his sons, the
priests.

3 The priest shall examine the plague in
the skin of the body. If the hair in the plague
has turned white, and the appearance of
the plague is deeper than the body’s skin, it
is the plague of leprosy; so the priest shall
examine him and pronounce him unclean.

4 If the bright spot is white in the skin of
his body, and its appearance isn’t deeper
than the skin, and its hair hasn’t turned
white, then the priest shall isolate the in-
fected person for seven days.

5The priest shall examine himon the sev-
enth day. Behold, if in his eyes the plague
is arrested and the plague hasn’t spread in
the skin, then the priest shall isolate him for
sevenmore days.

6 The priest shall examine him again on
the seventh day. Behold, if the plague has
faded and the plague hasn’t spread in the
skin, then the priest shall pronounce him
clean. It is a scab. He shall wash his clothes,
and be clean.

7 But if the scab spreads on the skin af-
ter he has shown himself to the priest for
his cleansing, he shall show himself to the
priest again.

8 The priest shall examine him; and be-
hold, if the scabhas spreadon the skin, then
the priest shall pronounce him unclean. It
is leprosy.

9 “When the plague of leprosy is in aman,
then he shall be brought to the priest;

10 and the priest shall examine him. Be-
hold, if there is a white swelling in the skin,
and it has turned the hair white, and there
is raw flesh in the swelling,

11 it is a chronic leprosy in the skin of his
body, and the priest shall pronounce him
unclean. He shall not isolate him, for he is
already unclean.

12 “If the leprosy breaks out all over the
skin, and the leprosy covers all the skin of
the infected person from his head even to
his feet, as far as it appears to the priest,

13 then the priest shall examine him. Be-
hold, if the leprosy has covered all his flesh,
he shall pronounce him clean of the plague.
It has all turned white: he is clean.

14 But whenever raw flesh appears in
him, he shall be unclean.

15The priest shall examine the raw flesh,
and pronounce him unclean: the raw flesh
is unclean. It is leprosy.

16 Or if the raw flesh turns again, and is
changed to white, then he shall come to the
priest.

17Thepriest shall examinehim. Behold, if
the plague has turnedwhite, then the priest
shall pronouncehimcleanof theplague. He
is clean.

18 “When the body has a boil on its skin,
and it has healed,

19 and in the place of the boil there is a
white swelling, or a bright spot, reddish-
white, then it shall be shown to the priest.

20 The priest shall examine it. Behold, if
its appearance is deeper than the skin, and
its hair has turned white, then the priest
shall pronounce him unclean. It is the
plague of leprosy. It has broken out in the
boil.

21 But if the priest examines it, and be-
hold, there are no white hairs in it, and it
isn’t deeper than the skin, but is dim, then
the priest shall isolate him seven days.

22 If it spreads in the skin, then the priest
shall pronounce himunclean. It is a plague.

23 But if the bright spot stays in its place,
and hasn’t spread, it is the scar from the
boil; and the priest shall pronounce him
clean.

24 “Or when the body has a burn from
fire on its skin, and the raw flesh of the
burn becomes a bright spot, reddish-white,
or white,

25 then the priest shall examine it; and be-
hold, if thehair in thebright spothas turned
white, and its appearance is deeper than
the skin, it is leprosy. It has broken out in
the burning, and the priest shall pronounce
him unclean. It is the plague of leprosy.

26 But if the priest examines it, and be-
hold, there is no white hair in the bright
spot, and it isn’t deeper than the skin, but
has faded, then the priest shall isolate him
seven days.

27 The priest shall examine him on the
seventh day. If it has spread in the skin,
then the priest shall pronounce him un-
clean. It is the plague of leprosy.

28 If the bright spot stays in its place, and
hasn’t spread in the skin, but is faded, it is
the swelling from the burn, and the priest
shall pronounce him clean, for it is the scar
from the burn.

29 “When a man or woman has a plague
on the head or on the beard,

30 then the priest shall examine the
plague; and behold, if its appearance is
deeper than the skin, and the hair in it
is yellow and thin, then the priest shall
pronounce him unclean. It is an itch. It
is leprosy of the head or of the beard.

31 If the priest examines the plague of
itching, and behold, its appearance isn’t
deeper than the skin, and there is no black
hair in it, then the priest shall isolate the
person infected with itching seven days.
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32On the seventh day the priest shall ex-
amine the plague; and behold, if the itch
hasn’t spread, and there is no yellow hair
in it, and the appearance of the itch isn’t
deeper than the skin,

33 thenhe shall be shaved, but he shall not
shave the itch. Then the priest shall isolate
the one who has the itch sevenmore days.

34On the seventh day, the priest shall ex-
amine the itch; andbehold, if the itch hasn’t
spread in the skin, and its appearance isn’t
deeper than the skin, then the priest shall
pronounce him clean. He shall wash his
clothes and be clean.

35 But if the itch spreads in the skin after
his cleansing,

36 then the priest shall examine him; and
behold, if the itch has spread in the skin, the
priest shall not look for the yellow hair; he
is unclean.

37 But if in his eyes the itch is arrested
and black hair has grown in it, then the
itch is healed. He is clean. The priest shall
pronounce him clean.

38 “When a man or a woman has bright
spots in the skin of the body, even white
bright spots,

39 then the priest shall examine them.
Behold, if the bright spots on the skin of
their body are a dull white, it is a harmless
rash. It has broken out in the skin. He is
clean.

40 “If a man’s hair has fallen from his
head, he is bald. He is clean.

41 If his hair has fallen off from the front
part of his head, his forehead is bald. He is
clean.

42 But if a reddish-white plague is in the
bald head or the bald forehead, it is leprosy
breaking out in his bald head or his bald
forehead.

43Then the priest shall examine him. Be-
hold, if the swelling of theplague is reddish-
white in his bald head, or in his bald fore-
head, like the appearance of leprosy in the
skin of the body,

44he is a leprousman. He is unclean. The
priest shall surely pronounce him unclean.
His plague is on his head.

45 “The leper in whom the plague is shall
wear torn clothes, and the hair of his head
shall hang loose. He shall cover his upper
lip, and shall cry, ‘Unclean! Unclean!’

46 All the days in which the plague is in
him he shall be unclean. He is unclean.
He shall dwell alone. His dwelling shall be
outside of the camp.

47 “The garment also that the plague of
leprosy is in, whether it is a woollen gar-
ment, or a linen garment;

48whether it is in warp or woof;† of linen
or of wool; whether in leather, or in any-
thingmade of leather;

49 if the plague is greenish or reddish in
the garment, or in the leather, or in the
warp, or in thewoof, or in anythingmadeof
leather; it is the plague of leprosy, and shall
be shown to the priest.

50 The priest shall examine the plague,
and isolate the plague seven days.

51 He shall examine the plague on the
seventh day. If the plague has spread in the
garment, either in the warp, or in the woof,
or in the skin, whatever use the skin is used
for, the plague is a destructive mildew. It is
unclean.

52He shall burn the garment,whether the
warp or the woof, in wool or in linen, or
anything of leather, in which the plague is,
for it is a destructive mildew. It shall be
burnt in the fire.

53 “If the priest examines it, and behold,
the plague hasn’t spread in the garment,
either in the warp, or in the woof, or in
anything of skin;

54 then thepriest shall commandthat they
wash the thing that the plague is in, and he
shall isolate it sevenmore days.

55 Then the priest shall examine it, after
the plague is washed; and behold, if the
plague hasn’t changed its colour, and the
plaguehasn’t spread, it is unclean; you shall
burn it in the fire. It is a mildewed spot,
whether the bareness is inside or outside.

56 If the priest looks, and behold, the
plague has faded after it is washed, then he
shall tear it out of the garment, or out of the
skin, or out of the warp, or out of the woof;

57 and if it appears again in the garment,
either in the warp, or in the woof, or in
anything of skin, it is spreading. You shall
burn what the plague is in with fire.

58 The garment, either the warp, or the
woof, or whatever thing of skin it is, which
you shall wash, if the plague has departed
from them, then it shall be washed the sec-
ond time, and it will be clean.”

59 This is the law of the plague of mildew
in a garment of wool or linen, either in the
warp, or the woof, or in anything of skin,
to pronounce it clean, or to pronounce it
unclean.

14
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “This shall be the law of the leper in the

day of his cleansing: He shall be brought to
the priest,

† 13:48: warp andwoof are the vertical and horizontal threads in woven cloth
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3 and the priest shall go out of the camp.
The priest shall examine him. Behold, if the
plague of leprosy is healed in the leper,

4 then the priest shall command them
to take for him who is to be cleansed two
living clean birds, cedar wood, scarlet, and
hyssop.

5 The priest shall command them to kill
one of the birds in an earthen vessel over
running water.

6 As for the living bird, he shall take it,
the cedarwood, the scarlet, and the hyssop,
and shall dip themand the living bird in the
blood of the bird that was killed over the
running water.

7 He shall sprinkle on him who is to be
cleansed from the leprosy seven times, and
shall pronounce him clean, and shall let the
living bird go into the open field.

8 “Hewho is to be cleansed shall wash his
clothes, and shave off all his hair, and bathe
himself in water; and he shall be clean.
After that he shall come into the camp, but
shall dwell outside his tent seven days.

9 It shall be on the seventh day, that he
shall shave all his hair off his head and his
beard and his eyebrows. He shall shave off
all his hair. He shall wash his clothes, and
he shall bathe his body in water. Then he
shall be clean.

10 “On the eighth day he shall take two
male lambs without defect, one ewe lamb
a year old without defect, three tenths of
an ephah† of fine flour for a meal offering,
mixed with oil, and one log‡ of oil.

11 The priest who cleanses him shall set
the man who is to be cleansed, and those
things, before the LORD, at the door of the
Tent of Meeting.

12 “The priest shall take one of the male
lambs, and offer him for a trespass offering,
with the log of oil, and wave them for a
wave offering before the LORD.

13He shall kill the male lamb in the place
where they kill the sin offering and the
burnt offering, in the place of the sanctu-
ary; for as the sin offering is the priest’s, so
is the trespass offering. It is most holy.

14 The priest shall take some of the blood
of the trespass offering, and the priest shall
put it on the tip of the right ear of himwho is
tobe cleansed, andon the thumbofhis right
hand, and on the big toe of his right foot.

15 The priest shall take some of the log of
oil, and pour it into the palm of his own left
hand.

16 The priest shall dip his right finger in
the oil that is in his left hand, and shall

sprinkle some of the oil with his finger
seven times before the LORD.

17 The priest shall put some of the rest of
the oil that is in his hand on the tip of the
right ear of him who is to be cleansed, and
on the thumb of his right hand, and on the
big toe of his right foot, upon the blood of
the trespass offering.

18 The rest of the oil that is in the priest’s
hand he shall put on the head of him who
is to be cleansed, and the priest shall make
atonement for him before the LORD.

19 “The priest shall offer the sin offering,
and make atonement for him who is to be
cleansed because of his uncleanness. After-
ward he shall kill the burnt offering;

20 then the priest shall offer the burnt
offering and the meal offering on the altar.
The priest shall make atonement for him,
and he shall be clean.

21 “If he is poor, and can’t afford so much,
then he shall take one male lamb for a tres-
pass offering to be waved, to make atone-
ment for him, andone tenth of an ephah§of
fineflourmixedwith oil for ameal offering,
and a log† of oil;

22 and two turtledoves, or two young pi-
geons, such as he is able to afford; and the
one shall be a sin offering, and the other a
burnt offering.

23 “On the eighth day he shall bring them
for his cleansing to the priest, to the door of
the Tent of Meeting, before the LORD.

24 The priest shall take the lamb of the
trespass offering, and the log of oil, and the
priest shall wave them for a wave offering
before the LORD.

25 He shall kill the lamb of the trespass
offering. The priest shall take some of the
blood of the trespass offering and put it on
the tip of the right ear of him who is to
be cleansed, and on the thumb of his right
hand, and on the big toe of his right foot.

26Thepriest shall pour someof theoil into
the palm of his own left hand;

27 and the priest shall sprinkle with his
right finger some of the oil that is in his left
hand seven times before the LORD.

28 Then the priest shall put some of the
oil that is in his hand on the tip of the right
ear of himwho is to be cleansed, and on the
thumb of his right hand, and on the big toe
of his right foot, on the place of the blood of
the trespass offering.

29 The rest of the oil that is in the priest’s
hand he shall put on the head of himwho is
to be cleansed, to make atonement for him
before the LORD.

† 14:10: 1 ephah is about 22 litres or about 2/3 of a bushel ‡ 14:10: a log is a liquid measure of about 300 ml or 10

ounces § 14:21: 1 ephah is about 22 litres or about 2/3 of a bushel † 14:21: a log is a liquid measure of about 300
ml or 10 ounces



Leviticus 14:30 101 Leviticus 15:7

30He shall offer one of the turtledoves, or
of the young pigeons, which ever he is able
to afford,

31 of the kind he is able to afford, the one
for a sin offering, and the other for a burnt
offering, with the meal offering. The priest
shall make atonement for him who is to be
cleansed before the LORD.”

32 This is the law for him in whom is the
plague of leprosy, who is not able to afford
the sacrifice for his cleansing.

33TheLORD spoke toMoses and toAaron,
saying,

34 “When you have come into the land
of Canaan, which I give to you for a pos-
session, and I put a spreading mildew in a
house in the land of your possession,

35 thenhewhoowns thehouse shall come
and tell the priest, saying, ‘There seems to
me to be some sort of plague in the house.’

36 The priest shall command that they
empty the house, before the priest goes in
to examine the plague, that all that is in the
house not be made unclean. Afterward the
priest shall go in to inspect the house.

37 He shall examine the plague; and be-
hold, if the plague is in the walls of the
house with hollow streaks, greenish or red-
dish, and it appears to be deeper than the
wall,

38 then the priest shall go out of the house
to the door of the house, and shut up the
house seven days.

39The priest shall come again on the sev-
enth day, and look. If the plague has spread
in the walls of the house,

40 then thepriest shall commandthat they
take out the stones in which is the plague,
and cast them into anuncleanplace outside
of the city.

41He shall cause the inside of the house to
be scraped all over. They shall pour out the
mortar that they scraped off outside of the
city into an unclean place.

42 They shall take other stones, and put
them in the place of those stones; and he
shall take other mortar, and shall plaster
the house.

43 “If the plague comes again, and breaks
out in the house after he has taken out the
stones, and after he has scraped the house,
and after it was plastered,

44 then the priest shall come in and look;
and behold, if the plague has spread in
the house, it is a destructive mildew in the
house. It is unclean.

45 He shall break down the house, its
stones, and its timber, and all the house’s
mortar. He shall carry them out of the city
into an unclean place.

46 “Moreover he who goes into the house
while it is shut up shall be unclean until the
evening.

47 He who lies down in the house shall
wash his clothes; and he who eats in the
house shall wash his clothes.

48 “If the priest shall come in, and exam-
ine it, and behold, the plague hasn’t spread
in the house, after the house was plastered,
then the priest shall pronounce the house
clean, because the plague is healed.

49 To cleanse the house he shall take two
birds, cedar wood, scarlet, and hyssop.

50 He shall kill one of the birds in an
earthen vessel over running water.

51He shall take the cedar wood, the hys-
sop, the scarlet, and the living bird, and dip
them in the blood of the slain bird, and in
the running water, and sprinkle the house
seven times.

52 He shall cleanse the house with the
blood of the bird, and with the running
water, with the living bird, with the cedar
wood,with the hyssop, andwith the scarlet;

53 but he shall let the living bird go out
of the city into the open field. So shall he
make atonement for the house; and it shall
be clean.”

54This is the law for anyplagueof leprosy,
and for an itch,

55 and for the destructive mildew of a
garment, and for a house,

56 and for a swelling, and for a scab, and
for a bright spot;

57 to teachwhen it is unclean, andwhen it
is clean.
This is the law of leprosy.

15
1The LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron,

saying,
2 “Speak to the children of Israel, and tell

them, ‘When anyman has a discharge from
his body, because of his discharge he is
unclean.

3 This shall be his uncleanness in his dis-
charge: whether his body runs with his
discharge, or his body has stopped from his
discharge, it is his uncleanness.

4 “ ‘Every bed on which he who has the
discharge lies shall be unclean; and every-
thing he sits on shall be unclean.

5Whoever touches his bed shall wash his
clothes, and bathe himself in water, and be
unclean until the evening.

6 He who sits on anything on which the
man who has the discharge sat shall wash
his clothes, and bathe himself in water, and
be unclean until the evening.

7 “ ‘He who touches the body of him who
has the discharge shall wash his clothes,
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and bathe himself in water, and be unclean
until the evening.

8 “ ‘If he who has the discharge spits on
him who is clean, then he shall wash his
clothes, and bathe himself in water, and be
unclean until the evening.

9 “ ‘Whatever saddle he who has the dis-
charge rides on shall be unclean.

10 Whoever touches anything that was
under him shall be unclean until the
evening. He who carries those things shall
wash his clothes, and bathe himself in
water, and be unclean until the evening.

11 “ ‘Whomever hewho has the discharge
touches,without having rinsedhis hands in
water, he shall wash his clothes, and bathe
himself in water, and be unclean until the
evening.

12 “ ‘The earthen vessel, which he who
has the discharge touches, shall be broken;
and every vessel of wood shall be rinsed in
water.

13 “ ‘When he who has a discharge is
cleansed of his discharge, then he shall
count to himself seven days for his cleans-
ing, andwashhis clothes; andheshall bathe
his flesh in running water, and shall be
clean.

14 “ ‘On the eighth day he shall take two
turtledoves, or two young pigeons, and
come before the LORD to the door of the
Tent ofMeeting, and give them to the priest.

15 The priest shall offer them, the one for
a sin offering, and the other for a burnt
offering. The priest shall make atonement
for him before the LORD for his discharge.

16 “ ‘If anyman has an emission of semen,
then he shall bathe all his flesh in water,
and be unclean until the evening.

17 Every garment and every skin which
the semen is on shall bewashedwithwater,
and be unclean until the evening.

18 If aman lies with awoman and there is
an emission of semen, they shall both bathe
themselves in water, and be unclean until
the evening.

19 “ ‘If a woman has a discharge, and
her discharge in her flesh is blood, she
shall be in her impurity seven days. Who-
ever touches her shall be unclean until the
evening.

20 “ ‘Everything that she lies on in her
impurity shall be unclean. Everything also
that she sits on shall be unclean.

21 Whoever touches her bed shall wash
his clothes, and bathe himself in water, and
be unclean until the evening.

22Whoever touches anything that she sits
on shallwashhis clothes, andbathehimself
in water, and be unclean until the evening.

23 If it is on thebed, or onanything she sits
on, when he touches it, he shall be unclean
until the evening.

24 “ ‘If any man lies with her, and her
monthly flow is on him, he shall be unclean
seven days; and every bed he lies on shall
be unclean.

25 “ ‘If a woman has a discharge of her
blood many days not in the time of her
period, or if she has a discharge beyond
the time of her period, all the days of the
discharge of her uncleanness shall be as in
the days of her period. She is unclean.

26 Every bed she lies on all the days of
her discharge shall be to her as the bed of
her period. Everything she sits on shall be
unclean, as the uncleanness of her period.

27Whoever touches these things shall be
unclean, and shall wash his clothes and
bathe himself in water, and be unclean un-
til the evening.

28“ ‘But if she is cleansedofherdischarge,
then she shall count to herself seven days,
and after that she shall be clean.

29Ontheeighthday she shall take two tur-
tledoves, or two young pigeons, and bring
them to the priest, to the door of the Tent of
Meeting.

30 The priest shall offer the one for a sin
offering, and the other for a burnt offering;
and thepriest shallmakeatonement forher
before the LORD for the uncleanness of her
discharge.

31 “ ‘Thus you shall separate the children
of Israel from their uncleanness, so they
will not die in their uncleanness when
they defile my tabernacle that is amongst
them.’ ”

32 This is the law of him who has a dis-
charge, and of him who has an emission of
semen, so that he is unclean by it;

33and of herwho has her period, and of a
man orwomanwho has a discharge, and of
himwho lies with her who is unclean.

16
1TheLORDspoke toMosesafter thedeath

of the two sons of Aaron, when they came
near before the LORD, and died;

2and the LORD said toMoses, “Tell Aaron
your brother not to come at just any time
into the Most Holy Place within the veil,
before the mercy seat which is on the ark;
lest he die; for I will appear in the cloud on
themercy seat.

3 “Aaron shall come into the sanctuary
with a young bull for a sin offering, and a
ram for a burnt offering.

4He shall put on the holy linen tunic. He
shall have the linen trousers on his body,
and shall put on the linen sash, and he shall
be clothed with the linen turban. They are
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the holy garments. He shall bathe his body
in water, and put them on.

5 He shall take from the congregation of
the children of Israel two male goats for
a sin offering, and one ram for a burnt
offering.

6 “Aaron shall offer the bull of the sin
offering, which is for himself, and make
atonement for himself and for his house.

7He shall take the two goats, and set them
before the LORD at the door of the Tent of
Meeting.

8 Aaron shall cast lots for the two goats:
one lot for the LORD, and the other lot for
the scapegoat.

9 Aaron shall present the goat on which
the lot fell for the LORD, and offer him for
a sin offering.

10But the goat onwhich the lot fell for the
scapegoat shall be presented alive before
the LORD, to make atonement for him, to
send him away as the scapegoat into the
wilderness.

11 “Aaron shall present the bull of the
sin offering, which is for himself, and shall
make atonement for himself and for his
house, and shall kill the bull of the sin offer-
ing which is for himself.

12 He shall take a censer full of coals of
fire from off the altar before the LORD, and
twohandfuls of sweet incensebeaten small,
and bring it within the veil.

13He shall put the incense on the fire be-
fore the LORD, that the cloud of the incense
may cover the mercy seat that is on the
covenant, so that he will not die.

14 He shall take some of the blood of
the bull, and sprinkle it with his finger on
the mercy seat on the east; and before the
mercy seat he shall sprinkle some of the
blood with his finger seven times.

15 “Then he shall kill the goat of the sin
offering that is for the people, and bring his
bloodwithin the veil, and dowith his blood
as he did with the blood of the bull, and
sprinkle it on themercy seat and before the
mercy seat.

16He shall make atonement for the Holy
Place, because of the uncleanness of the
children of Israel, and because of their
transgressions, evenall their sins; and sohe
shall do for the Tent of Meeting that dwells
with them in the middle of their unclean-
ness.

17No one shall be in the Tent of Meeting
when he enters to make atonement in the
Holy Place, until he comes out, and has
made atonement for himself and for his
household, and for all the assembly of Is-
rael.

18 “He shall go out to the altar that is
before the LORD and make atonement for

it, and shall take some of the bull’s blood,
and some of the goat’s blood, and put it
around on the horns of the altar.

19He shall sprinkle some of the blood on
it with his finger seven times, and cleanse
it, andmake it holy from the uncleanness of
the children of Israel.

20 “When he has finished atoning for the
Holy Place, the Tent of Meeting, and the
altar, he shall present the live goat.

21 Aaron shall lay both his hands on the
head of the live goat, and confess over him
all the iniquities of the children of Israel,
and all their transgressions, even all their
sins; and he shall put them on the head of
the goat, and shall send him away into the
wilderness by the hand of a man who is
ready.

22 The goat shall carry all their iniquities
on himself to a solitary land, and he shall
release the goat in the wilderness.

23 “Aaron shall come into the Tent of
Meeting, and shall take off the linen gar-
ments which he put on when he went into
the Holy Place, and shall leave them there.

24 Then he shall bathe himself in water
in a holy place, put on his garments, and
come out and offer his burnt offering and
the burnt offering of the people, and make
atonement for himself and for the people.

25The fat of the sin offering he shall burn
on the altar.

26 “He who lets the goat go as the scape-
goat shall wash his clothes, and bathe his
flesh in water, and afterward he shall come
into the camp.

27 The bull for the sin offering, and the
goat for the sin offering, whose blood was
brought in to make atonement in the Holy
Place, shall be carried outside the camp;
and they shall burn their skins, their flesh,
and their dung with fire.

28 He who burns them shall wash his
clothes, and bathe his flesh in water, and
afterward he shall come into the camp.

29 “It shall be a statute to you forever: in
the seventh month, on the tenth day of the
month, you shall afflict your souls, and shall
do no kind ofwork, whether native-born or
a strangerwho lives as a foreigner amongst
you;

30 for on this day shall atonement be
made for you, to cleanse you. You shall be
clean from all your sins before the LORD.

31 It is a Sabbathof solemnrest toyou, and
you shall afflict your souls. It is a statute
forever.

32 The priest, who is anointed and who is
consecrated tobepriest inhis father’splace,
shall make the atonement, and shall put on
the linengarments, even theholygarments.
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33 Then he shall make atonement for the
Holy Sanctuary; and he shall make atone-
ment for the Tent of Meeting and for the
altar; and he shall make atonement for the
priests and for all the people of the assem-
bly.

34 “This shall be an everlasting statute for
you, to make atonement for the children of
Israel once in the year because of all their
sins.”
It was done as the LORD commanded

Moses.

17
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Speak to Aaron, and to his sons, and to

all the children of Israel, and say to them,
‘This is the thing which the LORD has com-
manded:

3Whatever man there is of the house of
Israelwhokills abull, or lamb, or goat in the
camp, or who kills it outside the camp,

4 and hasn’t brought it to the door of the
Tent of Meeting to offer it as an offering
to the LORD before the LORD’s tabernacle:
blood shall be imputed to that man. He has
shed blood. That man shall be cut off from
amongst his people.

5 This is to the end that the children of
Israelmaybring their sacrifices,which they
sacrifice in the open field, that they may
bring them to the LORD, to the door of the
Tent of Meeting, to the priest, and sacrifice
them for sacrifices of peace offerings to the
LORD.

6 The priest shall sprinkle the blood on
the LORD’s altar at the door of the Tent of
Meeting, and burn the fat for a pleasant
aroma to the LORD.

7They shall no more sacrifice their sacri-
fices to the goat idols, after which they play
the prostitute. This shall be a statute for-
ever to them throughout their generations.’

8 “You shall say to them, ‘Any man there
is of the house of Israel, or of the strangers
who live as foreigners amongst them, who
offers a burnt offering or sacrifice,

9 and doesn’t bring it to the door of the
Tent of Meeting to sacrifice it to the LORD,
that man shall be cut off from his people.

10 “ ‘Any man of the house of Israel, or
of the strangers who live as foreigners
amongst them, who eats any kind of blood,
I will set my face against that soul who eats
blood, andwill cuthimofffromamongsthis
people.

11 For the life of the flesh is in the blood.
I have given it to you on the altar to make
atonement for your souls; for it is the blood
that makes atonement by reason of the life.

12 Therefore I have said to the children
of Israel, “No person amongst you may eat

blood, nor may any stranger who lives as a
foreigner amongst you eat blood.”

13 “ ‘Whatever man there is of the chil-
dren of Israel, or of the strangers who live
as foreigners amongst them, who takes in
hunting any animal or bird that may be
eaten, he shall pour out its blood, and cover
it with dust.

14 For as to the life of all flesh, its blood is
with its life. Therefore I said to the children
of Israel, “You shall not eat the blood of any
kind of flesh; for the life of all flesh is its
blood. Whoever eats it shall be cut off.”

15 “ ‘Every person that eats what dies of
itself, or that which is torn by animals,
whether he is native-born or a foreigner,
shall wash his clothes, and bathe himself
in water, and be unclean until the evening.
Then he shall be clean.

16 But if he doesn’t wash them, or bathe
his flesh, then he shall bear his iniquity.’ ”

18
1The LORD said to Moses,
2 “Speak to the children of Israel, and say

to them, ‘I am the LORD your God.
3 You shall not do as they do in the land

of Egypt, where you lived. You shall not do
as they do in the land of Canaan, where I
am bringing you. You shall not follow their
statutes.

4 You shall do my ordinances. You shall
keepmy statutes andwalk in them. I am the
LORD your God.

5You shall therefore keepmystatutes and
my ordinances, which if a man does, he
shall live in them. I am the LORD.

6 “ ‘None of you shall approach any close
relatives, to uncover their nakedness: I am
the LORD.

7 “ ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness
of your father, nor the nakedness of your
mother: she is your mother. You shall not
uncover her nakedness.

8 “ ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness
of your father’s wife. It is your father’s
nakedness.

9 “ ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness
of your sister, the daughter of your father,
or the daughter of your mother, whether
born at home or born abroad.

10 “ ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness
of your son’s daughter, or of your daugh-
ter’s daughter, even their nakedness; for
theirs is your own nakedness.

11 “ ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness
of your father’s wife’s daughter, conceived
by your father, since she is your sister.

12 “ ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness
of your father’s sister. She is your father’s
near kinswoman.
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13 “ ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness
of your mother’s sister, for she is your
mother’s near kinswoman.

14 “ ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness
of your father’s brother. You shall not ap-
proach his wife. She is your aunt.

15 “ ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness
of your daughter-in-law. She is your son’s
wife. You shall not uncover her nakedness.

16 “ ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness
of your brother’s wife. It is your brother’s
nakedness.

17 “ ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness
of awoman and her daughter. You shall not
take her son’s daughter, or her daughter’s
daughter, to uncover her nakedness. They
are near kinswomen. It is wickedness.

18 “ ‘You shall not take a wife in addition
to her sister, to be a rival, to uncover her
nakedness, while her sister is still alive.

19 “ ‘You shall not approach a woman to
uncover her nakedness, as long as she is
impure by her uncleanness.

20 “ ‘You shall not lie carnally with your
neighbour’s wife, and defile yourself with
her.

21 “ ‘You shall not give any of your chil-
dren as a sacrifice to Molech. You shall not
profane the name of your God. I am the
LORD.†

22 “ ‘You shall not lie with aman as with a
woman. That is detestable.

23 “ ‘You shall not lie with any animal to
defile yourself with it. No womanmay give
herself to an animal, to lie downwith it: it is
a perversion.

24“ ‘Don’t defile yourselves inanyof these
things; for in all these the nations which I
am casting out before you were defiled.

25 The land was defiled. Therefore I pun-
ished its iniquity, and the land vomited out
her inhabitants.

26 You therefore shall keep my statutes
and my ordinances, and shall not do any
of these abominations; neither the native-
born, nor the stranger who lives as a for-
eigner amongst you

27 (for the men of the land that were be-
fore you had done all these abominations,
and the land became defiled),

28 that the land not vomit you out also,
when you defile it, as it vomited out the
nation that was before you.

29 “ ‘For whoever shall do any of these
abominations, even the souls that do them
shall be cut off from amongst their people.

30 Therefore you shall keep my require-
ments, that you do not practise any of these

abominable customs which were practised
before you, and that you do not defile your-
selves with them. I am the LORD your
God.’ ”

19
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Speak to all the congregation of the

children of Israel, and tell them, ‘You shall
be holy; for I, the LORD your God, am holy.

3 “ ‘Each one of you shall respect his
mother and his father. You shall keep my
Sabbaths. I am the LORD your God.

4 “ ‘Don’t turn to idols, nor make molten
gods for yourselves. I am the LORD your
God.

5 “ ‘When you offer a sacrifice of peace
offerings to the LORD, you shall offer it so
that youmay be accepted.

6 It shall be eaten the same day you offer
it, and on the next day. If anything remains
until the third day, it shall be burnt with
fire.

7 If it is eaten at all on the third day, it is an
abomination. It will not be accepted;

8 but everyone who eats it shall bear his
iniquity, because he has profaned the holy
thing of the LORD, and that soul shall be cut
off from his people.

9 “ ‘When you reap the harvest of your
land, you shall not wholly reap the corners
of your field, neither shall you gather the
gleanings of your harvest.

10You shall not glean your vineyard, nei-
ther shall you gather the fallen grapes of
your vineyard. You shall leave them for the
poor and for the foreigner. I am the LORD
your God.

11 “ ‘You shall not steal.
“ ‘You shall not lie.
“ ‘You shall not deceive one another.
12 “ ‘You shall not swear by my name

falsely, and profane the name of your God.
I am the LORD.†

13 “ ‘You shall not oppress your neigh-
bour, nor rob him.

“ ‘The wages of a hired servant shall not
remainwithyouallnightuntil themorning.

14 “ ‘You shall not curse the deaf, nor put
a stumbling block before the blind; but you
shall fear your God. I am the LORD.

15 “ ‘You shall do no injustice in judge-
ment. You shall not be partial to the poor,
nor show favouritism to the great; but you
shall judge your neighbour in righteous-
ness.

16“ ‘Youshallnot goaroundasaslanderer
amongst your people.

† 18:21: LORD or GOD in all caps is from theHebrewיהוה Yahweh exceptwhen otherwise noted as being from the short
formיהYah. † 19:12: LORDorGOD in all caps is from theHebrewיהוהYahweh exceptwhen otherwise noted as being
from the short form יה Yah. ‡ 19:16: literally, “blood”
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“ ‘You shall not endanger the life‡ of your
neighbour. I am the LORD.

17 “ ‘You shall not hate your brother in
your heart. You shall surely rebuke your
neighbour, and not bear sin because of him.

18 “ ‘You shall not take vengeance, nor
bear any grudge against the children of
your people; but you shall love your neigh-
bour as yourself. I am the LORD.

19 “ ‘You shall keepmy statutes.
“ ‘You shall not cross-breed different

kinds of animals.
“ ‘You shall not sow your field with two

kinds of seed;
“ ‘Don’t wear a garment made of two

kinds of material.
20 “ ‘If a man lies carnally with a woman

who is a slave girl, pledged to be married
to anotherman, and not ransomed or given
her freedom; they shall be punished. They
shall not be put to death, because she was
not free.

21 He shall bring his trespass offering to
theLORD, to thedoor of theTent ofMeeting,
even a ram for a trespass offering.

22 The priest shall make atonement for
him with the ram of the trespass offering
before the LORD for his sin which he has
committed; and the sin which he has com-
mitted shall be forgiven him.

23 “ ‘When you come into the land, and
haveplantedall kindsof trees for food, then
you shall count their fruit as forbidden.§
For three years it shall be forbidden to you.
It shall not be eaten.

24 But in the fourth year all its fruit shall
be holy, for giving praise to the LORD.

25 In the fifth year you shall eat its fruit,
that itmay yield its increase to you. I am the
LORD your God.

26 “ ‘You shall not eat any meat with the
blood still in it. You shall not use enchant-
ments, nor practise sorcery.

27 “ ‘You shall not cut the hair on the sides
of your head or clip off the edge of your
beard.

28 “ ‘You shall not make any cuttings in
your flesh for the dead, nor tattoo any
marks on you. I am the LORD.

29“ ‘Don’t profane yourdaughter, tomake
her a prostitute; lest the land fall to prosti-
tution, and the land become full of wicked-
ness.

30 “ ‘You shall keepmy Sabbaths, and rev-
erencemy sanctuary; I am the LORD.

31“ ‘Don’t turn to thosewhoaremediums,
nor to the wizards. Don’t seek them out, to
bedefiledby them. I amtheLORDyourGod.

32 “ ‘You shall rise up before the grey head
and honour the face of the elderly; and you
shall fear your God. I am the LORD.

33 “ ‘If a stranger lives as a foreigner with
you in your land, you shall not do him
wrong.

34 The stranger who lives as a foreigner
with you shall be to you as the native-born
amongst you, and you shall love him as
yourself; for you lived as foreigners in the
land of Egypt. I am the LORD your God.

35 “ ‘You shall do no unrighteousness
in judgement, in measures of length, of
weight, or of quantity.

36 You shall have just balances, just
weights, a just ephah,† and a just hin.‡ I
am the LORD your God, who brought you
out of the land of Egypt.

37 “ ‘You shall observe all my statutes and
all my ordinances, and do them. I am the
LORD.’ ”

20
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Moreover, you shall tell the children

of Israel, ‘Anyone of the children of Israel,
or of the strangers who live as foreigners
in Israel, who gives any of his offspring† to
Molech shall surely be put to death. The
people of the land shall stone that person
with stones.

3 I also will set my face against that per-
son, and will cut him off from amongst
his people, because he has given of his off-
spring to Molech, to defile my sanctuary,
and to profanemy holy name.

4 If the people of the land all hide their
eyes from that person when he gives of his
offspring to Molech, and don’t put him to
death,

5 then I will set my face against that man
and against his family, and will cut him off,
and all who play the prostitute after him
to play the prostitute with Molech, from
amongst their people.

6 “ ‘The person that turns to those who
aremediums andwizards, to play the pros-
titute after them, I will even set my face
against that person, and will cut him off
from amongst his people.

7 “ ‘Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be
holy; for I am the LORD your God.

8You shall keepmy statutes, and do them.
I am the LORDwho sanctifies you.

9 “ ‘For everyonewho curses his father or
his mother shall surely be put to death. He
has cursed his father or his mother. His
blood shall be upon himself.

§ 19:23: literally, “uncircumcised” † 19:36: 1 ephah is about 22 litres or about 2/3 of a bushel ‡ 19:36: A hin is
about 6.5 litres or 1.7 gallons. † 20:2: or, seed
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10 “ ‘Themanwho commits adultery with
another man’s wife, even he who com-
mits adulterywith his neighbour’swife, the
adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be
put to death.

11 “ ‘The man who lies with his father’s
wife has uncovered his father’s nakedness.
Both of them shall surely be put to death.
Their blood shall be upon themselves.

12“ ‘If aman lieswithhisdaughter-in-law,
both of them shall surely be put to death.
They have committed a perversion. Their
blood shall be upon themselves.

13 “ ‘If a man lies with a male, as with a
woman, both of them have committed an
abomination. They shall surely be put to
death. Their blood shall be upon them-
selves.

14 “ ‘If a man takes a wife and hermother,
it is wickedness. They shall be burnt with
fire, both he and they, that there may be no
wickedness amongst you.

15 “ ‘If a man lies with an animal, he shall
surely be put to death; and you shall kill the
animal.

16 “ ‘If a woman approaches any animal
and lies with it, you shall kill the woman
and the animal. They shall surely be put to
death. Their blood shall be upon them.

17 “ ‘If a man takes his sister—his father’s
daughter, or his mother’s daughter—and
sees her nakedness, and she sees his naked-
ness, it is a shameful thing. They shall
be cut off in the sight of the children of
their people. He has uncovered his sister’s
nakedness. He shall bear his iniquity.

18 “ ‘If a man lies with a woman hav-
ing her monthly period, and uncovers
her nakedness, he has made her fountain
naked, and she has uncovered the fountain
of her blood. Both of them shall be cut off
from amongst their people.

19 “ ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness
of your mother’s sister, nor of your father’s
sister, for he has made his close relative
naked. They shall bear their iniquity.

20 If a man lies with his uncle’s wife, he
has uncovered his uncle’s nakedness. They
shall bear their sin. They shall die childless.

21 “ ‘If a man takes his brother’s wife,
it is an impurity. He has uncovered his
brother’s nakedness. They shall be child-
less.

22 “ ‘You shall therefore keep all my
statutes and all my ordinances, and do
them, that the land where I am bringing
you to dwell may not vomit you out.

23You shall notwalk in the customs of the
nation which I am casting out before you;
for they did all these things, and therefore I
abhorred them.

24But I have said to you, “You shall inherit
their land, and Iwill give it to you to possess
it, a land flowing with milk and honey.” I
am the LORD your God, who has separated
you from the peoples.

25 “ ‘You shall therefore make a distinc-
tion between the clean animal and the un-
clean, and between the unclean fowl and
the clean. You shall not make yourselves
abominable by animal, or by bird, or by
anything with which the ground teems,
which Ihaveseparated fromyouasunclean
for you.

26You shall be holy tome, for I, the LORD,
am holy, and have set you apart from the
peoples, that you should bemine.

27 “ ‘A man or a woman that is a medium
or is a wizard shall surely be put to death.
They shall be stoned with stones. Their
blood shall be upon themselves.’ ”

21
1 The LORD said to Moses, “Speak to the

priests, the sons of Aaron, and say to them,
‘Apriest shall not defilehimself for thedead
amongst his people,

2 except for his relatives that are near to
him: for his mother, for his father, for his
son, for his daughter, for his brother,

3 and for his virgin sister who is near to
him, who has had no husband; for her he
may defile himself.

4He shall not defile himself, being a chief
man amongst his people, to profane him-
self.

5 “ ‘They shall not shave their heads or
shave off the corners of their beards or
make any cuttings in their flesh.

6 They shall be holy to their God, and not
profane the name of their God, for they
offer theofferings of theLORDmadebyfire,
the bread of their God. Therefore they shall
be holy.

7 “ ‘They shall not marry a woman who
is a prostitute, or profane. A priest shall
notmarry awomandivorced fromher hus-
band; for he is holy to his God.

8Therefore you shall sanctify him, for he
offers the bread of your God. He shall be
holy to you, for I the LORD, who sanctify
you, am holy.

9 “ ‘The daughter of any priest, if she pro-
fanes herself by playing the prostitute, she
profanes her father. She shall be burntwith
fire.

10 “ ‘Hewho is the high priest amongst his
brothers, upon whose head the anointing
oil is poured, andwho is consecrated to put
on the garments, shall not let the hair of his
head hang loose, or tear his clothes.
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11 He must not go in to any dead body,
or defile himself for his father or for his
mother.

12He shall not go out of the sanctuary, nor
profane the sanctuary of his God; for the
crownof the anointingoil of hisGod is upon
him. I am the LORD.

13 “ ‘He shall take a wife in her virginity.
14 He shall not marry a widow, or one

divorced, orawomanwhohasbeendefiled,
or a prostitute. He shall take a virgin of his
own people as a wife.

15 He shall not profane his offspring
amongst his people, for I am the LORDwho
sanctifies him.’ ”

16The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
17 “Say to Aaron, ‘None of your offspring

throughout their generations who has a de-
fect may approach to offer the bread of his
God.

18 For whatever man he is that has a de-
fect, he shall not draw near: a blind man,
or a lame, or he who has a flat nose, or any
deformity,

19or amanwho has an injured foot, or an
injured hand,

20 or hunchbacked, or a dwarf, or one
who has a defect in his eye, or an itching
disease, or scabs, or who has damaged tes-
ticles.

21 No man of the offspring of Aaron the
priest who has a defect shall come near to
offer theofferings of theLORDmadebyfire.
Sincehehas adefect, he shall not comenear
to offer the bread of his God.

22He shall eat the bread of his God, both
of themost holy, and of the holy.

23He shall not come near to the veil, nor
come near to the altar, because he has a
defect; that he may not profane my sanc-
tuaries, for I am the LORD who sanctifies
them.’ ”

24 So Moses spoke to Aaron, and to his
sons, and to all the children of Israel.

22
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Tell Aaron and his sons to separate

themselves from the holy things of the chil-
dren of Israel, which theymake holy to me,
and that they not profane my holy name. I
am the LORD.†

3 “Tell them, ‘If anyone of all your off-
spring throughout your generations ap-
proaches theholy thingswhich the children
of Israel make holy to the LORD, having his
uncleanness on him, that soul shall be cut
off from before me. I am the LORD.

4 “ ‘Whoever of the offspring of Aaron is
a leper or has a discharge shall not eat of

the holy things until he is clean. Whoever
touches anything that is unclean by the
dead, or amanwhohas a seminal emission,

5 or whoever touches any creeping thing
by which he may be made unclean, or a
man from whom he may become unclean,
whatever uncleanness he has—

6 the person that touches any such shall
be unclean until the evening, and shall not
eat of the holy things unless he bathes his
body in water.

7 When the sun is down, he shall be
clean; and afterwardhe shall eat of the holy
things, because it is his bread.

8He shall not eat that which dies of itself
or is torn by animals, defiling himself by it.
I am the LORD.

9 “ ‘They shall therefore follow my com-
mandment, lest they bear sin for it and die
in it, if they profane it. I am the LORD who
sanctifies them.

10“ ‘Nostranger shall eatof theholy thing:
a foreigner livingwith thepriests, or ahired
servant, shall not eat of the holy thing.

11 But if a priest buys a slave, purchased
by his money, he shall eat of it; and those
who are born in his house shall eat of his
bread.

12 If a priest’s daughter is married to an
outsider, she shall not eat of the heave of-
fering of the holy things.

13 But if a priest’s daughter is a widow,
or divorced, and has no child, and has re-
turned to her father’s house as in her youth,
she may eat of her father’s bread; but no
stranger shall eat any of it.

14 “ ‘If a man eats something holy unwit-
tingly, then he shall add the fifth part of its
value to it, and shall give the holy thing to
the priest.

15 The priests shall not profane the holy
things of the children of Israel, which they
offer to the LORD,

16 and so cause them to bear the iniquity
that brings guilt when they eat their holy
things; for I am the LORD who sanctifies
them.’ ”

17The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
18 “Speak to Aaron, and to his sons, and to

all the children of Israel, and say to them,
‘Whoever is of the house of Israel, or of the
foreigners in Israel, who offers his offering,
whether it is any of their vows or any of
their free will offerings, which they offer to
the LORD for a burnt offering:

19 that you may be accepted, you shall
offer a male without defect, of the bulls, of
the sheep, or of the goats.

† 22:2: LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short
form יה Yah.
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20 But you shall not offer whatever has a
defect, for it shall not be acceptable for you.

21Whoever offers a sacrifice of peace of-
ferings to the LORD to accomplish a vow, or
for a free will offering of the herd or of the
flock, it shall be perfect to be accepted. It
shall have no defect.

22 You shall not offer what is blind, is
injured, is maimed, has a wart, is festering,
orhasa running sore to theLORD,normake
anofferingbyfireof themon thealtar to the
LORD.

23 Either a bull or a lamb that has any
deformity or lacking in his parts, that you
may offer for a free will offering; but for a
vow it shall not be accepted.

24 You must not offer to the LORD that
which has its testicles bruised, crushed,
broken, or cut. Youmust not do this in your
land.

25 You must not offer any of these as the
bread of your God from the hand of a for-
eigner, because their corruption is in them.
There is a defect in them. They shall not be
accepted for you.’ ”

26The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
27 “When a bull, a sheep, or a goat is born,

it shall remain seven days with its mother.
From the eighth day on it shall be accepted
for the offering of an offering made by fire
to the LORD.

28Whether it is a coworewe, youshallnot
kill it and its young both in one day.

29 “When you sacrifice a sacrifice of
thanksgiving to the LORD, you shall sacri-
fice it so that youmay be accepted.

30 It shall be eaten on the same day; you
shall leavenoneof ituntil themorning. I am
the LORD.

31 “Therefore you shall keep my com-
mandments, and do them. I am the LORD.

32 You shall not profane my holy name,
but I will be made holy amongst the chil-
dren of Israel. I am the LORD‡ who makes
you holy,

33 who brought you out of the land of
Egypt, to be your God. I am the LORD.”

23
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Speak to the children of Israel, and tell

them, ‘The set feasts of the LORD, which
you shall proclaim to be holy convocations,
even these are my set feasts.

3“ ‘Sixdays shallworkbedone, but on the
seventh day is a Sabbath of solemn rest, a
holy convocation; you shall do no kind of

work. It is a Sabbath to the LORD in all your
dwellings.

4 “ ‘These are the set feasts of the LORD,
even holy convocations, which you shall
proclaim in their appointed season.

5 In the firstmonth, on the fourteenth day
of the month in the evening, is the LORD’s
Passover.

6Onthefifteenthdayof the samemonth is
the feast of unleavened bread to the LORD.
Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread.

7 In the first day you shall have a holy
convocation. You shall do no regular work.

8 But you shall offer an offering made by
fire to the LORD seven days. In the seventh
day is a holy convocation. You shall do no
regular work.’ ”

9The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
10 “Speak to the children of Israel, and

tell them, ‘When you have come into the
land which I give to you, and shall reap its
harvest, then you shall bring the sheaf of
the first fruits of your harvest to the priest.

11 He shall wave the sheaf before the
LORD, to be accepted for you. On the next
day after the Sabbath the priest shall wave
it.

12 On the day when you wave the sheaf,
you shall offer a male lamb without defect
a year old for a burnt offering to the LORD.

13 The meal offering with it shall be two
tenths of an ephah† of fine flourmixedwith
oil, an offering made by fire to the LORD
forapleasant aroma; and thedrinkoffering
with it shall be of wine, the fourth part of a
hin.‡

14 You must not eat bread, or roasted
grain, or fresh grain, until this same day,
until you have brought the offering of your
God. This is a statute forever throughout
your generations in all your dwellings.

15 “ ‘You shall count from the next day
after the Sabbath, from the day that you
brought the sheaf of the wave offering:
seven Sabbaths shall be completed.

16The next day after the seventh Sabbath
you shall count fifty days; and you shall
offer a newmeal offering to the LORD.

17 You shall bring out of your habitations
two loaves of bread for a wave offering
made of two tenths of an ephah§ of fine
flour. They shall be baked with yeast, for
first fruits to the LORD.

18You shall present with the bread seven
lambs without defect a year old, one young
bull, and two rams. They shall be aburnt of-
fering to the LORD,with theirmeal offering

‡ 22:32: LORD or GOD in all caps is from theHebrewיהוה Yahweh exceptwhen otherwise noted as being from the short
form יה Yah. † 23:13: 1 ephah is about 22 litres or about 2/3 of a bushel ‡ 23:13: A hin is about 6.5 litres or 1.7

gallons. § 23:17: 1 ephah is about 22 litres or about 2/3 of a bushel
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and their drink offerings, even an offering
made by fire, of a sweet aroma to the LORD.

19 You shall offer one male goat for a sin
offering, and twomale lambs a year old for
a sacrifice of peace offerings.

20 The priest shall wave them with the
bread of the first fruits for a wave offering
before the LORD, with the two lambs. They
shall be holy to the LORD for the priest.

21 You shall make proclamation on the
same day that there shall be a holy convo-
cation to you. You shall do no regularwork.
This is a statute forever inall yourdwellings
throughout your generations.

22 “ ‘When you reap the harvest of your
land, youmust notwholly reap into the cor-
ners of your field. You must not gather the
gleanings of your harvest. You must leave
them for the poor and for the foreigner. I
am the LORD your God.’ ”

23The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
24 “Speak to the children of Israel, saying,

‘In the seventhmonth, on thefirst day of the
month, there shall be a solemn rest for you,
a memorial of blowing of trumpets, a holy
convocation.

25 You shall do no regular work. You
shall offer an offering made by fire to the
LORD.’ ”

26The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
27 “However on the tenth day of this sev-

enth month is the day of atonement. It
shall be a holy convocation to you. You
shall afflict yourselves and you shall offer
an offeringmade by fire to the LORD.

28 You shall do no kind of work in that
same day, for it is a day of atonement, to
make atonement for you before the LORD
your God.

29 For whoever it is who shall not deny
himself in that same day shall be cut off
from his people.

30Whoever does any kind of work in that
same day, I will destroy that person from
amongst his people.

31 You shall do no kind of work: it is
a statute forever throughout your genera-
tions in all your dwellings.

32 It shall be a Sabbath of solemn rest for
you, and you shall deny yourselves. In the
ninth day of the month at evening, from
evening to evening, you shall keep your
Sabbath.”

33The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
34“Speak to the childrenof Israel, and say,

‘On the fifteenth day of this seventh month
is the feast of booths† for seven days to the
LORD.

35On the first day shall be a holy convoca-
tion. You shall do no regular work.

36 Seven days you shall offer an offering
made by fire to the LORD. On the eighth
day shall be a holy convocation to you. You
shall offer an offering made by fire to the
LORD. It is a solemn assembly; you shall do
no regular work.

37 “ ‘These are the appointed feasts of the
LORD which you shall proclaim to be holy
convocations, to offer an offering made by
fire to the LORD, a burnt offering, a meal
offering, a sacrifice, and drink offerings,
each on its own day—

38 in addition to the Sabbaths of theLORD,
and inaddition toyourgifts, and inaddition
to all your vows, and in addition to all your
free will offerings, which you give to the
LORD.

39 “ ‘So on the fifteenth day of the sev-
enthmonth,when youhave gathered in the
fruits of the land, you shall keep the feast of
the LORD seven days. On the first day shall
be a solemnrest, andon the eighthday shall
be a solemn rest.

40 You shall take on the first day the fruit
of majestic trees, branches of palm trees,
and boughs of thick trees, and willows of
the brook; and you shall rejoice before the
LORD your God seven days.

41 You shall keep it as a feast to the LORD
seven days in the year. It is a statute forever
throughout your generations. You shall
keep it in the seventhmonth.

42 You shall dwell in temporary shelters‡
for seven days. All who are native-born in
Israel shall dwell in temporary shelters,§

43 that your generations may know that
I made the children of Israel to dwell in
temporary shelters† when I brought them
out of the land of Egypt. I am theLORDyour
God.’ ”

44 So Moses declared to the children of
Israel the appointed feasts of the LORD.

24
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Command the children of Israel, that

they bring to you pure olive oil beaten for
the light, to cause a lamp to burn continu-
ally.

3 Outside of the veil of the Testimony, in
the Tent of Meeting, Aaron shall keep it
in order from evening to morning before
the LORD continually. It shall be a statute
forever throughout your generations.

4 He shall keep in order the lamps on
the pure gold lamp stand before the LORD
continually.

† 23:34: or, feast of tents, or Succoth ‡ 23:42: or, booths § 23:42: or, booths † 23:43: or, booths † 24:5: 1
ephah is about 22 litres or about 2/3 of a bushel
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5 “You shall take fine flour, and bake
twelve cakes of it: two tenths of an ephah†
shall be in one cake.

6 You shall set them in two rows, six on
a row, on the pure gold table before the
LORD.

7You shall put pure frankincense on each
row, that itmay be to the bread for amemo-
rial, even an offering made by fire to the
LORD.

8 Every Sabbath day he shall set it in or-
der before the LORD continually. It is an
everlasting covenant on the behalf of the
children of Israel.

9 It shall be for Aaron and his sons. They
shall eat it in a holy place; for it is most holy
to him of the offerings of the LORDmade by
fire by a perpetual statute.”

10 The son of an Israelite woman, whose
father was an Egyptian, went out amongst
the children of Israel; and the son of the
Israelite woman and a man of Israel strove
together in the camp.

11 The son of the Israelite woman blas-
phemed the Name, and cursed; and they
brought him to Moses. His mother’s name
was Shelomith, the daughter of Dibri, of the
tribe of Dan.

12 They put him in custody until the
LORD’s will should be declared to them.

13The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
14“Bringhimwhocursedout of the camp;

and let allwhoheardhim lay theirhandson
his head, and let all the congregation stone
him.

15You shall speak to the children of Israel,
saying, ‘Whoever curses his God shall bear
his sin.

16He who blasphemes the LORD’s name,
he shall surely be put to death. All the
congregation shall certainly stone him. The
foreigner as well as the native-born shall
be put to death when he blasphemes the
Name.

17 “ ‘He who strikes any man mortally
shall surely be put to death.

18Hewhostrikesananimalmortally shall
make it good, life for life.

19 If anyone injures his neighbour, it shall
be done to him as he has done:

20 fracture for fracture, eye for eye, tooth
for tooth. It shall be done to him as he has
injured someone.

21 He who kills an animal shall make it
good; and he who kills a man shall be put
to death.

22 You shall have one kind of law for the
foreigner as well as the native-born; for I
am the LORD your God.’ ”

23 Moses spoke to the children of Israel;
and they brought him who had cursed out
of the camp, and stoned him with stones.

The children of Israel did as the LORD com-
mandedMoses.

25
1The LORD said toMoses onMount Sinai,
2 “Speak to the children of Israel, and tell

them, ‘Whenyoucome into the landwhich I
give you, then the land shall keep a Sabbath
to the LORD.

3 You shall sow your field six years, and
you shall prune your vineyard six years,
and gather in its fruits;

4 but in the seventh year there shall be
a Sabbath of solemn rest for the land, a
Sabbath to theLORD.Youshall not sowyour
field or prune your vineyard.

5What grows of itself in your harvest you
shall not reap, and you shall not gather the
grapes of your undressed vine. It shall be a
year of solemn rest for the land.

6The Sabbath of the land shall be for food
for you; for yourself, for your servant, for
your maid, for your hired servant, and for
your stranger, who lives as a foreigner with
you.

7 For your livestock also, and for the an-
imals that are in your land, shall all its
increase be for food.

8 “ ‘You shall count off seven Sabbaths of
years, seven times seven years; and there
shall be to you the days of seven Sabbaths
of years, even forty-nine years.

9 Then you shall sound the loud trumpet
on the tenth day of the seventh month. On
the Day of Atonement you shall sound the
trumpet throughout all your land.

10 You shall make the fiftieth year holy,
andproclaim liberty throughout the land to
all its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee to
you; and each of you shall return to his own
property, and each of you shall return to his
family.

11 That fiftieth year shall be a jubilee to
you. In it you shall not sow, neither reap
that which grows of itself, nor gather from
the undressed vines.

12For it is a jubilee; it shall be holy to you.
You shall eat of its increase out of the field.

13 “ ‘In this Year of Jubilee each of you
shall return to his property.

14 “ ‘If you sell anything to your neigh-
bour, or buy from your neighbour, you
shall not wrong one another.

15According to the number of years after
the Jubilee you shall buy from your neigh-
bour. According to the number of years of
the crops he shall sell to you.

16According to the length of the years you
shall increase its price, and according to the
shortness of the years you shall diminish
its price; for he is selling the number of the
crops to you.
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17 You shall not wrong one another, but
you shall fear your God; for I am the LORD
your God.

18 “ ‘Therefore you shall do my statutes,
and keep my ordinances and do them; and
you shall dwell in the land in safety.

19 The land shall yield its fruit, and you
shall eat your fill, and dwell therein in
safety.

20 If you said, “What shall we eat the
seventh year? Behold, we shall not sow, nor
gather in our increase;”

21 then I will command my blessing on
you in the sixth year, and it shall bear fruit
for the three years.

22You shall sow the eighth year, and eat of
the fruits from the old store until the ninth
year. Until its fruits come in, you shall eat
the old store.

23 “ ‘The land shall not be sold in per-
petuity, for the land is mine; for you are
strangers and live as foreigners withme.

24 In all the land of your possession you
shall grant a redemption for the land.

25 “ ‘If your brother becomes poor, and
sells some of his possessions, then his kins-
man who is next to him shall come, and
redeem that which his brother has sold.

26 If a man has no one to redeem it, and
he becomes prosperous and finds sufficient
means to redeem it,

27 then let him reckon the years since its
sale, and restore the surplus to the man to
whom he sold it; and he shall return to his
property.

28 But if he isn’t able to get it back for
himself, thenwhat he has sold shall remain
in the hand of him who has bought it until
the Year of Jubilee. In the Jubilee it shall
be released, and he shall return to his prop-
erty.

29 “ ‘If a man sells a dwelling house in a
walled city, then he may redeem it within a
whole year after it has been sold. For a full
year he shall have the right of redemption.

30 If it isn’t redeemedwithin the space of a
full year, then thehouse that is in thewalled
city shall bemade sure in perpetuity to him
who bought it, throughout his generations.
It shall not be released in the Jubilee.

31 But the houses of the villages which
have no wall around them shall be ac-
counted for with the fields of the country:
they may be redeemed, and they shall be
released in the Jubilee.

32 “ ‘Nevertheless, in the cities of the
Levites, the Levitesmay redeem the houses
in the cities of their possession at any time.

33The Levitesmay redeem the house that
was sold, and the city of his possession, and
it shall be released in the Jubilee; for the

houses of the cities of the Levites are their
possession amongst the children of Israel.

34 But the field of the pasture lands of
their cities may not be sold, for it is their
perpetual possession.

35 “ ‘If your brother has become poor,
andhis hand can’t support himself amongst
you, then you shall uphold him. He shall
live with you like an alien and a temporary
resident.

36Take no interest fromhimor profit; but
fear your God, that your brother may live
amongst you.

37 You shall not lend him your money at
interest, nor give him your food for profit.

38 I am the LORD your God, who brought
you out of the land of Egypt, to give you the
land of Canaan, and to be your God.

39 “ ‘If your brother has grown poor
amongst you, and sells himself to you, you
shall not make him to serve as a slave.

40As a hired servant, and as a temporary
resident, he shall bewithyou; he shall serve
with you until the Year of Jubilee.

41 Then he shall go out from you, he and
his children with him, and shall return to
his own family, and to the possession of his
fathers.

42 For they are my servants, whom I
brought out of the land of Egypt. They shall
not be sold as slaves.

43You shall not rule over himwith harsh-
ness, but shall fear your God.

44 “ ‘As for your male and your female
slaves, whom you may have from the na-
tions that are around you, from them you
may buymale and female slaves.

45Moreover, of the children of the aliens
who live amongst you, of them you may
buy, and of their families who arewith you,
which they have conceived in your land;
and they will be your property.

46 You may make them an inheritance
for your children after you, to hold for a
possession. Of them you may take your
slaves forever, but over your brothers the
children of Israel you shall not rule, one
over another, with harshness.

47“ ‘If analienor temporaryresidentwith
you becomes rich, and your brother beside
himhas grownpoor, and sells himself to the
strangeror foreigner livingamongst you, or
to amember of the stranger’s family,

48 after he is sold he may be redeemed.
One of his brothers may redeem him;

49 or his uncle, or his uncle’s son, may
redeem him, or any who is a close relative
to him of his family may redeem him; or if
he has grown rich, hemay redeem himself.

50He shall reckon with him who bought
him from the year that he sold himself to
him to the Year of Jubilee. The price of his
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sale shall be according to the number of
years; he shall bewith him according to the
time of a hired servant.

51 If there are yet many years, according
to them he shall give back the price of his
redemption out of the money that he was
bought for.

52 If there remain but a few years to the
year of jubilee, then he shall reckon with
him; according to his years of service he
shall give back the price of his redemption.

53 As a servant hired year by year shall
he be with him. He shall not rule with
harshness over him in your sight.

54 If he isn’t redeemed by these means,
then he shall be released in the Year of
Jubilee: he and his children with him.

55 For to me the children of Israel are
servants; they are my servants whom I
brought out of the land of Egypt. I am the
LORD your God.

26
1“ ‘Youshallmake foryourselvesno idols,

andyou shall not raise upa carved image or
a pillar, and you shall not place any figured
stone in your land, to bow down to it; for I
am the LORD your God.

2 “ ‘You shall keepmy Sabbaths, and have
reverence formy sanctuary. I am theLORD.

3“ ‘If youwalk inmystatutes andkeepmy
commandments, and do them,

4 then I will give you your rains in their
season, and the land shall yield its increase,
and the trees of the field shall yield their
fruit.

5 Your threshing shall continue until the
vintage, and thevintage shall continueuntil
the sowing time. You shall eat your bread to
the full, and dwell in your land safely.

6 “ ‘I will give peace in the land, and you
shall lie down, and no one will make you
afraid. I will remove evil animals out of
the land, neither shall the sword go through
your land.

7 You shall chase your enemies, and they
shall fall before you by the sword.

8 Five of you shall chase a hundred, and
a hundred of you shall chase ten thousand;
and your enemies shall fall before you by
the sword.

9 “ ‘I will have respect for you, make you
fruitful, multiply you, andwill establishmy
covenant with you.

10You shall eat old supplies long kept, and
you shall move out the old because of the
new.

11 I will set my tent amongst you, and my
soul won’t abhor you.

12 I will walk amongst you, and will be
your God, and youwill be my people.

13 I am the LORD your God, who brought
youout of the land of Egypt, that you should
notbe their slaves. I havebroken thebarsof
your yoke, andmade you walk upright.

14 “ ‘But if you will not listen to me, and
will not do all these commandments,

15 and if you shall reject my statutes, and
if your soul abhors my ordinances, so that
you will not do all my commandments, but
breakmy covenant,

16 I also will do this to you: I will ap-
point terror over you, even consumption
and fever, that shall consume the eyes, and
make the soul to pine away. You will sow
your seed in vain, for your enemies will eat
it.

17 I will set my face against you, and you
will be struck before your enemies. Those
who hate you will rule over you; and you
will flee when no one pursues you.

18 “ ‘If you in spite of these things will not
listen to me, then I will chastise you seven
timesmore for your sins.

19 I will break the pride of your power,
and Iwill make your sky like iron, and your
soil like bronze.

20Your strength will be spent in vain; for
your land won’t yield its increase, neither
will the trees of the land yield their fruit.

21 “ ‘If youwalk contrary tome, andwon’t
listen to me, then I will bring seven times
moreplagues onyouaccording to your sins.

22 I will send the wild animals amongst
you, which will rob you of your children,
destroyyour livestock, andmakeyou few in
number. Your roads will become desolate.

23 “ ‘If by these things youwon’t be turned
back to me, but will walk contrary to me,

24 then I will also walk contrary to you;
and I will strike you, even I, seven times for
your sins.

25 I will bring a sword upon you that will
execute the vengeance of the covenant. You
will be gathered togetherwithin your cities,
and I will send the pestilence amongst you.
You will be delivered into the hand of the
enemy.

26 When I break your staff of bread, ten
women shall bake your bread in one oven,
and they shall deliver your bread again by
weight. You shall eat, and not be satisfied.

27 “ ‘If you in spite of this won’t listen to
me, but walk contrary to me,

28 then I will walk contrary to you in
wrath. I will also chastise you seven times
for your sins.

29 You will eat the flesh of your sons, and
you will eat the flesh of your daughters.

30 I will destroy your high places, and cut
down your incense altars, and cast your
dead bodies upon the bodies of your idols;
andmy soul will abhor you.
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31 I will lay your cities waste, and will
bring your sanctuaries to desolation. I will
not take delight in the sweet fragrance of
your offerings.

32 I will bring the land into desolation,
and your enemies who dwell in it will be
astonished at it.

33 I will scatter you amongst the nations,
and I will draw out the sword after you.
Your land will be a desolation, and your
cities shall be a waste.

34Then the landwill enjoy its Sabbaths as
long as it lies desolate and you are in your
enemies’ land. Even then the land will rest
and enjoy its Sabbaths.

35 As long as it lies desolate it shall have
rest, even the rest which it didn’t have in
your Sabbaths when you lived on it.

36 “ ‘As for those of you who are left, I
will send a faintness into their hearts in
the lands of their enemies. The sound of a
driven leaf will put them to flight; and they
shall flee, as one flees from the sword. They
will fall when no one pursues.

37 They will stumble over one another,
as it were before the sword, when no one
pursues. You will have no power to stand
before your enemies.

38 You will perish amongst the nations.
The land of your enemies will eat you up.

39Thoseofyouwhoare leftwill pineaway
in their iniquity in your enemies’ lands; and
also in the iniquities of their fathers they
shall pine away with them.

40 “ ‘If they confess their iniquity and the
iniquity of their fathers, in their trespass
which they trespassed against me; and also
that because they walked contrary to me,

41 I also walked contrary to them, and
brought them into the land of their ene-
mies; if then their uncircumcised heart is
humbled, and they then accept the punish-
ment of their iniquity,

42 then Iwill remembermycovenantwith
Jacob, my covenant with Isaac, and alsomy
covenant with Abraham; and I will remem-
ber the land.

43 The land also will be left by them, and
will enjoy its Sabbaths while it lies deso-
late without them; and they will accept the
punishment of their iniquity because they
rejected my ordinances, and their soul ab-
horredmy statutes.

44 Yet for all that, when they are in the
land of their enemies, I will not reject them,
neither will I abhor them, to destroy them
utterly and to break my covenant with
them; for I am the LORD their God.

45 But I will for their sake remember
the covenant of their ancestors, whom I

brought out of the land of Egypt in the sight
of the nations, that I might be their God. I
am the LORD.’ ”

46These are the statutes, ordinances, and
laws, which the LORD made between him
and the children of Israel inMount Sinai by
Moses.

27
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Speak to the children of Israel, and say

to them, ‘When aman consecrates a person
to the LORD in a vow, according to your
valuation,

3 your valuation of a male from twenty
years old to sixty years old shall be fifty
shekels of silver, according to the shekel† of
the sanctuary.

4 If she is a female, then your valuation
shall be thirty shekels.

5 If the person is from five years old to
twenty years old, then your valuation shall
be for a male twenty shekels, and for a
female ten shekels.

6 If the person is from amonth old to five
years old, then your valuation shall be for a
male five shekels of silver, and for a female
your valuation shall be three shekels of sil-
ver.

7 If the person is from sixty years old and
upward; if he is amale, then your valuation
shall be fifteen shekels, and for a female ten
shekels.

8 But if he is poorer than your valuation,
then he shall be set before the priest, and
the priest shall assign a value to him. The
priest shall assign a value according to his
ability to pay.

9 “ ‘If it is an animal ofwhichmenoffer an
offering to the LORD, all that anyman gives
of such to the LORD becomes holy.

10 He shall not alter it, nor exchange it,
a good for a bad, or a bad for a good. If
he shall at all exchange animal for animal,
then both it and that for which it is ex-
changed shall be holy.

11 If it is any unclean animal, of which
they do not offer as an offering to the LORD,
then he shall set the animal before the
priest;

12and thepriest shall evaluate it,whether
it is good or bad. As the priest evaluates it,
so it shall be.

13But if he will indeed redeem it, then he
shall add the fifth part of it to its valuation.

14 “ ‘When a man dedicates his house to
be holy to the LORD, then the priest shall
evaluate it, whether it is good or bad. As the
priest evaluates it, so it shall stand.

† 27:3: A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces.
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15 If he who dedicates it will redeem his
house, then he shall add the fifth part of the
moneyof your valuation to it, and it shall be
his.

16 “ ‘If a man dedicates to the LORD part
of the field of his possession, then your
valuation shall be according to the seed for
it. The sowing of a homer‡ of barley shall be
valued at fifty shekels§ of silver.

17 If he dedicates his field from the Year of
Jubilee, according to your valuation it shall
stand.

18But if he dedicates his field after the Ju-
bilee, then the priest shall reckon to him the
money according to the years that remain
to the Year of Jubilee; and an abatement
shall be made from your valuation.

19 Ifhewhodedicated thefieldwill indeed
redeem it, then he shall add the fifth part
of the money of your valuation to it, and it
shall remain his.

20 If he will not redeem the field, or if he
has sold thefield toanotherman, it shall not
be redeemed anymore;

21but the field, when it goes out in the Ju-
bilee, shall beholy to theLORD, as adevoted
field. It shall be owned by the priests.

22 “ ‘If he dedicates a field to the LORD
which he has bought, which is not of the
field of his possession,

23 then the priest shall reckon to him the
worth of your valuation up to the Year of
Jubilee; and he shall give your valuation on
that day, as a holy thing to the LORD.

24 In the Year of Jubilee the field shall
return to him from whom it was bought,
even to him to whom the possession of the
land belongs.

25 All your valuations shall be according
to the shekel of the sanctuary: twenty ger-
ahs† to the shekel.‡

26 “ ‘However the firstborn amongst ani-
mals, which belongs to the LORD as a first-
born, no manmay dedicate, whether an ox
or a sheep. It is the LORD’s.

27 If it is an unclean animal, then he shall
buy itbackaccording toyourvaluation, and
shall add to it the fifth part of it; or if it isn’t
redeemed, then it shall be sold according to
your valuation.

28 “ ‘Notwithstanding, no devoted thing
that a man devotes to the LORD of all that
he has, whether of man or animal, or of
the field of his possession, shall be sold or
redeemed. Everything that is permanently
devoted is most holy to the LORD.

29 “ ‘No one devoted to destruction, who
shall be devoted from amongst men, shall

be ransomed. He shall surely be put to
death.

30 “ ‘All the tithe of the land, whether of
the seed of the land or of the fruit of the
trees, is the LORD’s. It is holy to the LORD.

31 If a man redeems anything of his tithe,
he shall add a fifth part to it.

32 All the tithe of the herds or the flocks,
whatever passes under the rod, the tenth
shall be holy to the LORD.

33He shall not examinewhether it is good
or bad, neither shall he exchange it. If he
exchanges it at all, then both it and that for
which it is exchanged shall be holy. It shall
not be redeemed.’ ”

34 These are the commandments which
the LORD commanded Moses for the chil-
dren of Israel onMount Sinai.

‡ 27:16: 1 homer is about 220 litres or 6 bushels § 27:16: A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. † 27:25:
A gerah is about 0.5 grams or about 7.7 grains. ‡ 27:25: A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces.
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The Fourth Book ofMoses,
Commonly Called
Numbers

1The LORD† spoke toMoses in thewilder-
ness of Sinai, in the Tent of Meeting, on the
first day of the secondmonth, in the second
year after they had come out of the land of
Egypt, saying,

2 “Take a census of all the congregation
of the children of Israel, by their families,
by their fathers’ houses, according to the
number of the names, every male, one by
one,

3 from twenty years old and upward, all
who are able to go out to war in Israel.
You and Aaron shall count them by their
divisions.

4With you there shall be a man of every
tribe, each one head of his fathers’ house.

5 These are the names of the men who
shall stand with you:
Of Reuben: Elizur the son of Shedeur.
6 Of Simeon: Shelumiel the son of Zur-

ishaddai.
7 Of Judah: Nahshon the son of Ammi-

nadab.
8Of Issachar: Nethanel the son of Zuar.
9Of Zebulun: Eliab the son of Helon.
10Of the children of Joseph: of Ephraim:

Elishama the son of Ammihud; of Man-
asseh: Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur.

11 Of Benjamin: Abidan the son of
Gideoni.

12Of Dan: Ahiezer the son of Ammishad-
dai.

13Of Asher: Pagiel the son of Ochran.
14Of Gad: Eliasaph the son of Deuel.
15Of Naphtali: Ahira the son of Enan.”
16These are those who were called of the

congregation, the princes‡ of the tribes of
their fathers; they were the heads of the
thousands of Israel.

17Moses and Aaron took these men who
arementioned by name.

18Theyassembledall the congregation to-
gether on the first day of the secondmonth;
and they declared their ancestry by their
families, by their fathers’houses, according
to the number of the names, from twenty
years old and upward, one by one.

19As the LORD commanded Moses, so he
counted them in the wilderness of Sinai.

20 The children of Reuben, Israel’s first-
born, their generations, by their families,
by their fathers’ houses, according to the
number of the names, one by one, every

male from twenty years old andupward, all
who were able to go out to war:

21 thosewhowere counted of them, of the
tribe of Reuben, were forty-six thousand
and five hundred.

22 Of the children of Simeon, their gen-
erations, by their families, by their fathers’
houses, those who were counted of it, ac-
cording to the number of the names, one by
one, every male from twenty years old and
upward, all whowere able to go out to war:

23 thosewhowere counted of them, of the
tribe of Simeon, were fifty-nine thousand
and three hundred.

24 Of the children of Gad, their gener-
ations, by their families, by their fathers’
houses, according to the number of the
names, from twenty years old and upward,
all who were able to go out to war:

25 thosewhowere counted of them, of the
tribe of Gad, were forty-five thousand and
six hundred and fifty.

26 Of the children of Judah, their gener-
ations, by their families, by their fathers’
houses, according to the number of the
names, from twenty years old and upward,
all who were able to go out to war:

27 thosewhowere counted of them, of the
tribe of Judah, were seventy-four thousand
and six hundred.

28 Of the children of Issachar, their gen-
erations, by their families, by their fathers’
houses, according to the number of the
names, from twenty years old and upward,
all who were able to go out to war:

29 thosewhowere counted of them, of the
tribe of Issachar, were fifty-four thousand
and four hundred.

30 Of the children of Zebulun, their gen-
erations, by their families, by their fathers’
houses, according to the number of the
names, from twenty years old and upward,
all who were able to go out to war:

31 thosewhowere counted of them, of the
tribe of Zebulun, were fifty-seven thousand
and four hundred.

32 Of the children of Joseph: of the chil-
dren of Ephraim, their generations, by their
families, by their fathers’houses, according
to the number of the names, from twenty
years old and upward, all who were able to
go out to war:

33 thosewhowere counted of them, of the
tribe of Ephraim, were forty thousand and
five hundred.

34Of the children of Manasseh, their gen-
erations, by their families, by their fathers’
houses, according to the number of the

† 1:1: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew
,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). ‡ 1:16: or, chiefs, or, leaders
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names, from twenty years old and upward,
all who were able to go out to war:

35 thosewhowere counted of them, of the
tribe of Manasseh, were thirty-two thou-
sand and two hundred.

36Of the children of Benjamin, their gen-
erations, by their families, by their fathers’
houses, according to the number of the
names, from twenty years old and upward,
all who were able to go out to war:

37 those who were counted of them, of
the tribe ofBenjamin,were thirty-five thou-
sand and four hundred.

38 Of the children of Dan, their gener-
ations, by their families, by their fathers’
houses, according to the number of the
names, from twenty years old and upward,
all who were able to go out to war:

39 thosewhowere counted of them, of the
tribe of Dan, were sixty-two thousand and
seven hundred.

40 Of the children of Asher, their gener-
ations, by their families, by their fathers’
houses, according to the number of the
names, from twenty years old and upward,
all who were able to go out to war:

41 thosewhowere counted of them, of the
tribe of Asher,were forty-one thousand and
five hundred.

42 Of the children of Naphtali, their gen-
erations, by their families, by their fathers’
houses, according to the number of the
names, from twenty years old and upward,
all who were able to go out to war:

43 thosewhowere counted of them, of the
tribe of Naphtali, were fifty-three thousand
and four hundred.

44 These are those who were counted,
whom Moses and Aaron counted, and the
twelve men who were princes of Israel,
each one for his fathers’ house.

45 So all those who were counted of the
children of Israel by their fathers’ houses,
from twenty years old and upward, all who
were able to go out to war in Israel—

46 all those who were counted were six
hundred and three thousand and five hun-
dred and fifty.

47 But the Levites after the tribe of their
fathers were not counted amongst them.

48For the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
49 “Only the tribe of Levi you shall not

count, neither shall you take a census of
them amongst the children of Israel;

50but appoint the Levites over the Taber-
nacle of the Testimony, and over all its
furnishings, and over all that belongs to it.
They shall carry the tabernacle and all its
furnishings; and they shall take care of it,
and shall encamp around it.

51 When the tabernacle is to move, the
Levites shall take it down; and when the

tabernacle is to be set up, the Levites shall
set it up. The strangerwho comesnear shall
be put to death.

52 The children of Israel shall pitch their
tents, every man by his own camp, and
every man by his own standard, according
to their divisions.

53 But the Levites shall encamp around
the Tabernacle of the Testimony, that there
may be no wrath on the congregation of
the children of Israel. The Levites shall
be responsible for the Tabernacle of the
Testimony.”

54Thus the children of Israel did. Accord-
ing to all that the LORD commandedMoses,
so they did.

2
1The LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron,

saying,
2 “The children of Israel shall encamp

every man by his own standard, with the
banners of their fathers’ houses. They shall
encamp around the Tent of Meeting at a
distance from it.

3 “Those who encamp on the east side
towards the sunrise shall be of the standard
of the camp of Judah, according to their di-
visions. The prince of the children of Judah
shall be Nahshon the son of Amminadab.

4 His division, and those who were
counted of them, were seventy-four
thousand and six hundred.

5 “Those who encamp next to him shall
be the tribe of Issachar. The prince of the
children of Issachar shall be Nethanel the
son of Zuar.

6 His division, and those who were
counted of it, were fifty-four thousand and
four hundred.

7 “The tribe of Zebulun: the prince of the
children of Zebulun shall be Eliab the sonof
Helon.

8 His division, and those who were
countedof it,werefifty-seven thousandand
four hundred.

9 “All who were counted of the camp
of Judah were one hundred and eighty-six
thousand and four hundred, according to
their divisions. They shall set out first.

10“On the south side shall be the standard
of the camp of Reuben according to their
divisions. The prince of the children of
Reuben shall be Elizur the son of Shedeur.

11 His division, and those who were
counted of it, were forty-six thousand and
five hundred.

12 “Those who encamp next to him shall
be the tribe of Simeon. The prince of the
children of Simeon shall be Shelumiel the
son of Zurishaddai.
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13 His division, and those who were
counted of them, were fifty-nine thousand
and three hundred.

14 “The tribe of Gad: the prince of the
children of Gad shall be Eliasaph the son of
Reuel.

15 His division, and those who were
counted of them, were forty-five thousand
and six hundred and fifty.

16 “All who were counted of the camp
of Reuben were one hundred and fifty-one
thousand and four hundred and fifty, ac-
cording to their armies. They shall set out
second.

17 “Then the Tent of Meeting shall set out,
with the camp of the Levites in the middle
of the camps. As they encamp, so shall they
set out, every man in his place, by their
standards.

18 “On the west side shall be the standard
of the camp of Ephraim according to their
divisions. The prince of the children of
Ephraim shall be Elishama the son of Am-
mihud.

19 His division, and those who were
counted of them, were forty thousand and
five hundred.

20 “Next to him shall be the tribe of Man-
asseh. The prince of the children of Man-
asseh shall beGamaliel the sonof Pedahzur.

21 His division, and those who were
counted of them, were thirty-two thousand
and two hundred.

22 “The tribe of Benjamin: the prince of
the children of Benjamin shall be Abidan
the son of Gideoni.

23His army, and those who were counted
of them,were thirty-five thousand and four
hundred.

24 “All who were counted of the camp
of Ephraim were one hundred and eight
thousand and one hundred, according to
their divisions. They shall set out third.

25“On thenorth side shall be the standard
of the camp of Dan according to their di-
visions. The prince of the children of Dan
shall be Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai.

26 His division, and those who were
counted of them, were sixty-two thousand
and seven hundred.

27 “Those who encamp next to him shall
be the tribe of Asher. The prince of the
children of Asher shall be Pagiel the son of
Ochran.

28 His division, and those who were
counted of them, were forty-one thousand
and five hundred.

29 “The tribe of Naphtali: the prince of the
children of Naphtali shall be Ahira the son
of Enan.

30 His division, and those who were
counted of them, were fifty-three thousand
and four hundred.

31 “All who were counted of the camp
of Dan were one hundred and fifty-seven
thousand and six hundred. They shall set
out last by their standards.”

32 These are those who were counted
of the children of Israel by their fathers’
houses. All whowere counted of the camps
according to their armieswere six hundred
and three thousand and five hundred and
fifty.

33 But the Levites were not counted
amongst the children of Israel, as the LORD
commandedMoses.

34Thus the children of Israel did. Accord-
ing to all that the LORD commandedMoses,
so they encamped by their standards, and
so they set out, everyone by their families,
according to their fathers’ houses.

3
1Nowthis is thehistoryof thegenerations

of Aaron and Moses in the day that the
LORD spoke withMoses in Mount Sinai.

2 These are the names of the sons of
Aaron: Nadab the firstborn, and Abihu,
Eleazar, and Ithamar.

3 These are the names of the sons of
Aaron, the priests who were anointed,
whom he consecrated to minister in the
priest’s office.

4Nadab and Abihu died before the LORD
when they offered strange fire before the
LORD in the wilderness of Sinai, and they
had no children. Eleazar and Ithamar min-
istered in the priest’s office in the presence
of Aaron their father.

5The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
6 “Bring the tribe of Levi near, and set

thembeforeAaron the priest, that theymay
minister to him.

7 They shall keep his requirements, and
the requirements of the whole congrega-
tion before the Tent of Meeting, to do the
service of the tabernacle.

8They shall keep all the furnishings of the
Tent of Meeting, and the obligations of the
children of Israel, to do the service of the
tabernacle.

9 You shall give the Levites to Aaron and
to his sons. They arewholly given to himon
the behalf of the children of Israel.

10 You shall appoint Aaron and his sons,
and they shall keep their priesthood, but
the strangerwho comes near shall be put to
death.”

11The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,

† 3:12: “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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12 “Behold,† I have taken the Levites from
amongst the children of Israel instead of all
the firstborn who open the womb amongst
the children of Israel; and the Levites shall
be mine,

13 for all the firstborn are mine. On the
day that I struck down all the firstborn in
the land of Egypt I made holy to me all the
firstborn in Israel, both man and animal.
They shall be mine. I am the LORD.”

14The LORD spoke toMoses in thewilder-
ness of Sinai, saying,

15 “Count the children of Levi by their
fathers’ houses, by their families. You shall
count every male from a month old and
upward.”

16 Moses counted them according to the
LORD’s word, as he was commanded.

17 These were the sons of Levi by their
names: Gershon, Kohath, andMerari.

18These are the names of the sons of Ger-
shon by their families: Libni and Shimei.

19 The sons of Kohath by their families:
Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel.

20 The sons of Merari by their families:
Mahli andMushi.
These are the families of the Levites ac-

cording to their fathers’ houses.
21 Of Gershon was the family of the Lib-

nites, and the familyof theShimeites. These
are the families of the Gershonites.

22 Those who were counted of them, ac-
cording to the number of all themales from
a month old and upward, even those who
were counted of themwere seven thousand
and five hundred.

23 The families of the Gershonites shall
encamp behind the tabernacle westward.

24 Eliasaph the son of Lael shall be the
prince of the fathers’ house of the Gershon-
ites.

25 The duty of the sons of Gershon in the
Tent of Meeting shall be the tabernacle, the
tent, its covering, the screen for the door of
the Tent of Meeting,

26 the hangings of the court, the screen
for the door of the court which is by the
tabernacle and around the altar, and its
cords for all of its service.

27 Of Kohath was the family of the Am-
ramites, the family of the Izharites, the fam-
ily of the Hebronites, and the family of the
Uzzielites. These are the families of the
Kohathites.

28 According to the number of all the
males from amonth old and upward, there
were eight thousand and six hundred keep-
ing the requirements of the sanctuary.

29The families of the sons of Kohath shall
encamp on the south side of the tabernacle.

30 The prince of the fathers’ house of the
families of the Kohathites shall be Eliza-
phan the son of Uzziel.

31 Their duty shall be the ark, the table,
the lamp stand, the altars, the vessels of
the sanctuarywithwhich theyminister, the
screen, and all its service.

32Eleazar the sonofAaron thepriest shall
be prince of the princes of the Levites, with
theoversight of thosewhokeep the require-
ments of the sanctuary.

33 Of Merari was the family of the
Mahlites and the family of the Mushites.
These are the families of Merari.

34 Those who were counted of them, ac-
cording to the number of all themales from
amontholdandupward,weresix thousand
and two hundred.‡

35 The prince of the fathers’ house of the
families of Merari was Zuriel the son of
Abihail. They shall encamp on the north
side of the tabernacle.

36 The appointed duty of the sons of Mer-
ari shall be the tabernacle’s boards, its bars,
its pillars, its sockets, all its instruments, all
its service,

37 the pillars of the court around it, their
sockets, their pins, and their cords.

38Thosewho encamp before the taberna-
cle eastward, in front of the Tent ofMeeting
towards the sunrise, shall be Moses, with
Aaron and his sons, keeping the require-
ments of the sanctuary for the duty of the
children of Israel. The outsider who comes
near shall be put to death.

39 All who were counted of the Levites,
whom Moses and Aaron counted at the
commandment of the LORD, by their fam-
ilies, all the males from a month old and
upward, were twenty-two thousand.

40 The LORD said to Moses, “Count all
the firstborn males of the children of Israel
fromamonth old and upward, and take the
number of their names.

41 You shall take the Levites for me—I
am the LORD—instead of all the firstborn
amongst the children of Israel; and the live-
stock of the Levites instead of all the first-
born amongst the livestock of the children
of Israel.”

42 Moses counted, as the LORD com-
manded him, all the firstborn amongst the
children of Israel.

43 All the firstborn males according to
the number of names from a month old
and upward, of those who were counted of

‡ 3:34: + 22,000 is the sum rounded to 2 significant digits. The sum of the Gershonites, Kohathites, and Merarites given
above is 22,300, but the traditional Hebrew text has the number rounded to 2 significant digits, not 3 significant digits.
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them, were twenty-two thousand and two
hundred and seventy-three.

44The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
45 “Take the Levites instead of all the first-

born amongst the children of Israel, and
the livestock of the Levites instead of their
livestock; and the Levites shall be mine. I
am the LORD.

46For the redemption of the two hundred
and seventy-three of the firstborn of the
children of Israel who exceed the number
of the Levites,

47 you shall take five shekels apiece for
each one; according to the shekel§ of the
sanctuary you shall take them (the shekel is
twenty gerahs†);

48 and you shall give the money, with
which their remainder is redeemed, to
Aaron and to his sons.”

49 Moses took the redemption money
from those who exceeded the number of
those whowere redeemed by the Levites;

50 from the firstborn of the children of
Israel he took the money, one thousand
and three hundred and sixty-five shekels,‡
according to the shekel of the sanctuary;

51andMoses gave the redemptionmoney
to Aaron and to his sons, according to the
LORD’s word, as the LORD commanded
Moses.

4
1The LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron,

saying,
2 “Take a census of the sons of Kohath

from amongst the sons of Levi, by their
families, by their fathers’ houses,

3 from thirty years old and upward even
until fifty years old, all who enter into the
service to do the work in the Tent of Meet-
ing.

4 “This is the service of the sons of Kohath
in the Tent of Meeting, regarding the most
holy things.

5When the camp moves forward, Aaron
shall go inwith his sons; and they shall take
down the veil of the screen, cover the ark of
the Testimony with it,

6put a covering of sealskin on it, spread a
blue cloth over it, and put in its poles.

7 “On the table of show bread they shall
spread a blue cloth, and put on it the dishes,
the spoons, the bowls, and the cups with
which to pour out; and the continual bread
shall be on it.

8 They shall spread on them a scarlet
cloth, and cover it with a covering of seal-
skin, and shall put in its poles.

9 “They shall take a blue cloth and cover
the lamp stand of the light, its lamps, its
snuffers, its snuff dishes, and all its oil ves-
sels, with which theyminister to it.

10 They shall put it and all its vessels
within a covering of sealskin, and shall put
it on the frame.

11 “On the golden altar they shall spread
a blue cloth, and cover it with a covering of
sealskin, and shall put in its poles.

12 “They shall take all the vessels of min-
istry with which they minister in the sanc-
tuary, and put them in a blue cloth, cover
them with a covering of sealskin, and shall
put them on the frame.

13 “They shall take away the ashes from
the altar, and spread a purple cloth on it.

14 They shall put on it all its vessels
with which they minister about it, the fire
pans, the meat hooks, the shovels, and the
basins—all the vessels of the altar; and they
shall spreadon it a coveringof sealskin, and
put in its poles.

15 “When Aaron and his sons have fin-
ishedcovering thesanctuaryandall the fur-
niture of the sanctuary, as the camp moves
forward; after that, the sons of Kohath shall
come to carry it; but they shall not touch
the sanctuary, lest they die. The sons of
Kohath shall carry these thingsbelonging to
the Tent of Meeting.

16 “The duty of Eleazar the son of Aaron
the priest shall be the oil for the light, the
sweet incense, the continual meal offering,
and the anointing oil, the requirements of
all the tabernacle, and of all that is in it, the
sanctuary, and its furnishings.”

17TheLORD spoke toMoses and toAaron,
saying,

18 “Don’t cut off the tribe of the families of
the Kohathites from amongst the Levites;

19 but do this to them, that they may live,
and not die, when they approach the most
holy things: Aaron and his sons shall go in
and appoint everyone to his service and to
his burden;

20 but they shall not go in to see the sanc-
tuary even for amoment, lest they die.”

21The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
22 “Take a census of the sons of Gershon

also, by their fathers’ houses, by their fami-
lies;

23 you shall count them from thirty years
oldandupwarduntil fifty years old: allwho
enter in to wait on the service, to do the
work in the Tent of Meeting.

24 “This is the service of the families of
the Gershonites, in serving and in bearing
burdens:

§ 3:47: A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. † 3:47: A gerah is about 0.5 grams or about 7.7 grains.
‡ 3:50: A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 1365 shekels is about 13.65 kilograms or about 30 pounds.
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25 they shall carry the curtains of the
tabernacle and the Tent of Meeting, its cov-
ering, the covering of sealskin that is on
it, the screen for the door of the Tent of
Meeting,

26 the hangings of the court, the screen
for the door of the gate of the court which
is by the tabernacle and around the altar,
their cords, and all the instruments of their
service, and whatever shall be done with
them. They shall serve in there.

27At the commandment of Aaron and his
sons shall be all the service of the sons of
the Gershonites, in all their burden and in
all their service; and you shall appoint their
duty to them in all their responsibilities.

28 This is the service of the families of
the sons of the Gershonites in the Tent of
Meeting. Theirduty shall beunder thehand
of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest.

29 “As for the sons of Merari, you shall
count them by their families, by their fa-
thers’ houses;

30 you shall count them from thirty years
old and upward even to fifty years old—
everyone who enters on the service, to do
the work of the Tent of Meeting.

31This is the duty of their burden, accord-
ing toall their service in theTentofMeeting:
the tabernacle’s boards, its bars, its pillars,
its sockets,

32 the pillars of the court around it, their
sockets, their pins, their cords,with all their
instruments, andwith all their service. You
shall appoint the instruments of the duty of
their burden to them by name.

33This is the service of the families of the
sons ofMerari, according to all their service
in the Tent of Meeting, under the hand of
Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest.”

34 Moses and Aaron and the princes of
the congregation counted the sons of the
Kohathites by their families, and by their
fathers’ houses,

35 from thirty years old and upward even
to fifty years old, everyone who entered
into the service for work in the Tent of
Meeting.

36 Those who were counted of them by
their familieswere two thousandandseven
hundred and fifty.

37 These are those who were counted
of the families of the Kohathites, all who
served in the Tent of Meeting, whomMoses
and Aaron counted according to the com-
mandment of the LORD byMoses.

38 Those who were counted of the sons
of Gershon, by their families, and by their
fathers’ houses,

39 from thirty years old and upward even
to fifty years old—everyone who entered

into the service for work in the Tent of
Meeting,

40 even those who were counted of them,
by their families, by their fathers’ houses,
were two thousand and six hundred and
thirty.

41 These are those who were counted of
the families of the sons of Gershon, all who
served in the Tent of Meeting, whomMoses
and Aaron counted according to the com-
mandment of the LORD.

42Thosewhowere countedof the families
of the sons of Merari, by their families, by
their fathers’ houses,

43 from thirty years old and upward even
to fifty years old—everyone who entered
into the service for work in the Tent of
Meeting,

44 even those who were counted of them
by their families, were three thousand and
two hundred.

45 These are those who were counted of
the families of the sons of Merari, whom
Moses and Aaron counted according to the
commandment of the LORD byMoses.

46 All those who were counted of the
Levites whom Moses and Aaron and the
princes of Israel counted, by their families
and by their fathers’ houses,

47 from thirty years old and upward even
to fifty years old, everyone who entered in
to do the work of service and the work of
bearing burdens in the Tent of Meeting,

48 even those who were counted of them,
were eight thousand and five hundred and
eighty.

49According to the commandment of the
LORD they were counted by Moses, every-
one according to his service and according
to his burden. Thus they were counted by
him, as the LORD commandedMoses.

5
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Command the children of Israel that

they put out of the camp every leper, every-
one who has a discharge, and whoever is
unclean by a corpse.

3You shall put both male and female out-
side of the camp so that they don’t defile
their camp, in themidst of which I dwell.”

4 The children of Israel did so, and put
them outside of the camp; as the LORD
spoke toMoses, so the children of Israel did.

5The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
6 “Speak to the children of Israel: ‘When

aman orwoman commits any sin that men
commit, so as to trespass against the LORD,
and that soul is guilty,

7 then he shall confess his sin which he
has done; and he shall make restitution for
his guilt in full, add to it the fifth part of it,
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and give it to him in respect ofwhomhehas
been guilty.

8But if theman has no kinsman to whom
restitution may be made for the guilt, the
restitution for guilt which is made to the
LORD shall be the priest’s, in addition to the
ram of the atonement, bywhich atonement
shall be made for him.

9 Every heave offering of all the holy
things of the children of Israel, which they
present to the priest, shall be his.

10 Every man’s holy things shall be his;
whatever any man gives the priest, it shall
be his.’ ”

11The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
12 “Speak to the children of Israel, and tell

them: ‘If any man’s wife goes astray and is
unfaithful to him,

13and aman lies with her carnally, and it
is hidden from the eyes of her husband and
this is kept concealed, and she is defiled,
there is nowitness against her, and she isn’t
taken in the act;

14and the spirit of jealousy comes onhim,
and he is jealous of his wife and she is
defiled; or if the spirit of jealousy comes on
him, and he is jealous of his wife and she
isn’t defiled;

15 then theman shall bring his wife to the
priest, and shall bring her offering for her:
one tenth of an ephah† of barley meal. He
shall pour no oil on it, nor put frankincense
on it, for it is a meal offering of jealousy,
a meal offering of memorial, bringing iniq-
uity to memory.

16 The priest shall bring her near, and set
her before the LORD.

17 The priest shall take holy water in an
earthen vessel; and the priest shall take
some of the dust that is on the floor of the
tabernacle and put it into the water.

18 The priest shall set the woman before
the LORD, and let the hair of the woman’s
head go loose, and put the meal offering of
memorial in her hands, which is the meal
offering of jealousy. The priest shall have in
his hand the water of bitterness that brings
a curse.

19 The priest shall cause her to take an
oath and shall tell the woman, “If no man
has lain with you, and if you haven’t gone
aside touncleanness, beingunderyourhus-
band’s authority, be free from this water of
bitterness that brings a curse.

20 But if you have gone astray, being un-
der your husband’s authority, and if you
aredefiled, and somemanhas lainwithyou
besides your husband—”

21 then the priest shall cause the woman
to swear with the oath of cursing, and the

priest shall tell the woman, “May the LORD
makeyoua curse andanoathamongst your
people,when theLORDallows your thigh to
fall away, and your body to swell;

22 and this water that brings a curse will
go into your bowels, and make your body
swell, and your thigh fall away.” The
woman shall say, “Amen, Amen.”

23“ ‘Thepriest shallwrite thesecurses ina
book, andhe shallwipe them into thewater
of bitterness.

24 He shall make the woman drink the
water of bitterness that causes the curse;
and the water that causes the curse shall
enter into her and become bitter.

25 The priest shall take the meal offering
of jealousy out of the woman’s hand, and
shall wave the meal offering before the
LORD, and bring it to the altar.

26 The priest shall take a handful of the
meal offering, as its memorial portion, and
burn it on the altar, and afterward shall
make the woman drink the water.

27Whenhe hasmade her drink thewater,
then it shall happen, if she is defiled andhas
committed a trespass against her husband,
that the water that causes the curse will
enter into her and become bitter, and her
bodywill swell, andher thighwill fall away;
and thewomanwill be a curse amongst her
people.

28 If the woman isn’t defiled, but is clean;
then she shall be free, and shall conceive
offspring.‡

29 “ ‘This is the law of jealousy, when a
wife, being under her husband, goes astray,
and is defiled,

30orwhen the spirit of jealousy comes on
aman, and he is jealous of his wife; then he
shall set the woman before the LORD, and
the priest shall execute on her all this law.

31 The man shall be free from iniquity,
and that woman shall bear her iniquity.’ ”

6
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Speak to the children of Israel, and tell

them: ‘When either man or woman shall
make a special vow, the vow of a Nazirite,
to separate himself to the LORD,

3he shall separate himself fromwine and
strong drink. He shall drink no vinegar of
wine, or vinegar of fermented drink, nei-
ther shall he drink any juice of grapes, nor
eat fresh grapes or dried.

4All the days of his separationhe shall eat
nothing that ismade of the grapevine, from
the seeds even to the skins.

5“ ‘All thedaysofhis vowof separationno
razor shall come on his head, until the days

† 5:15: 1 ephah is about 22 litres or about 2/3 of a bushel ‡ 5:28: or, seed
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are fulfilled in which he separates himself
to the LORD. He shall be holy. He shall let
the locks of the hair of his head grow long.

6 “ ‘All the days that he separates himself
to the LORD he shall not go near a dead
body.

7 He shall not make himself unclean for
his father, or for his mother, for his brother,
or for his sister, when they die, because his
separation to God† is on his head.

8All the days of his separation he is holy
to the LORD.

9 “ ‘If any man dies very suddenly beside
him, and he defiles the head of his separa-
tion, then he shall shave his head in the day
ofhis cleansing. On the seventhdayhe shall
shave it.

10 On the eighth day he shall bring two
turtledoves or two young pigeons to the
priest, to the door of the Tent of Meeting.

11 The priest shall offer one for a sin of-
fering, and the other for a burnt offering,
and make atonement for him, because he
sinned by reason of the dead, and shall
make his head holy that same day.

12He shall separate to the LORD the days
of his separation, and shall bring a male
lamb a year old for a trespass offering; but
the former days shall be void, because his
separation was defiled.

13 “ ‘This is the law of the Nazirite: when
the days of his separation are fulfilled, he
shall be brought to the door of the Tent of
Meeting,

14 and he shall offer his offering to the
LORD: one male lamb a year old without
defect for a burnt offering, one ewe lamb
a year old without defect for a sin offering,
one ramwithout defect for peace offerings,

15 a basket of unleavened bread, cakes of
fine flour mixed with oil, and unleavened
wafers anointed with oil with their meal
offering and their drink offerings.

16 The priest shall present them before
the LORD, and shall offer his sin offering
and his burnt offering.

17He shall offer the ram for a sacrifice of
peaceofferings to theLORD,with thebasket
of unleavened bread. The priest shall offer
also its meal offering and its drink offering.

18 The Nazirite shall shave the head of
his separation at the door of the Tent of
Meeting, take the hair of the head of his
separation, and put it on the fire which is
under the sacrifice of peace offerings.

19 The priest shall take the boiled shoul-
der of the ram, one unleavened cake out
of the basket, and one unleavened wafer,
and shall put them on the hands of the

Nazirite after he has shaved the head of his
separation;

20 and the priest shall wave them for a
wave offering before the LORD. They are
holy for the priest, together with the breast
that is waved and the thigh that is offered.
After that the Nazirite may drink wine.

21 “ ‘This is the law of the Nazirite who
vows and of his offering to the LORD for his
separation, in addition to that which he is
able to afford. According to his vow which
he vows, so he must do after the law of his
separation.’ ”

22The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
23 “Speak to Aaron and to his sons, saying,

‘This is how you shall bless the children of
Israel.’ You shall tell them,
24 ‘The LORD bless you, and keep you.

25 The LORD make his face to shine on
you,

and be gracious to you.
26The LORD lift up his face towards you,

and give you peace.’
27 “So they shall put my name on the chil-

dren of Israel; and I will bless them.”

7
1On the day that Moses had finished set-

ting up the tabernacle, and had anointed
it and sanctified it with all its furniture,
and the altar with all its vessels, and had
anointed and sanctified them;

2 the princes of Israel, the heads of their
fathers’ houses, gave offerings. These were
theprincesof the tribes. Theseare theywho
were over those whowere counted;

3 and they brought their offering before
the LORD, six covered wagons and twelve
oxen; a wagon for every two of the princes,
and for each one an ox. They presented
them before the tabernacle.

4The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
5 “Accept these from them, that they may

be used in doing the service of the Tent of
Meeting; and you shall give them to the
Levites, to every man according to his ser-
vice.”

6 Moses took the wagons and the oxen,
and gave them to the Levites.

7 He gave two wagons and four oxen to
the sons of Gershon, according to their ser-
vice.

8 He gave four wagons and eight oxen
to the sons of Merari, according to their
service, under the direction of Ithamar the
son of Aaron the priest.

9But to the sons of Kohath he gave none,
because the service of the sanctuary be-
longed to them; they carried it on their
shoulders.

† 6:7: The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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10 The princes gave offerings for the ded-
ication of the altar in the day that it was
anointed. The princes gave their offerings
before the altar.

11 The LORD said to Moses, “They shall
offer their offering, each prince on his day,
for the dedication of the altar.”

12Hewhoofferedhis offering thefirst day
was Nahshon the son of Amminadab, of the
tribe of Judah,

13and his offering was:
one silver platter, the weight of which

was one hundred and thirty shekels,†
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, ac-

cording to the shekel of the sanctuary, both
of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for
a meal offering;

14 one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of
incense;

15one young bull,
one ram,
one male lamb a year old, for a burnt

offering;
16onemale goat for a sin offering;
17 and for the sacrifice of peace offerings,

two head of cattle, five rams, five male
goats, and five male lambs a year old. This
was the offering of Nahshon the son of Am-
minadab.

18On the second day Nethanel the son of
Zuar, prince of Issachar, gave his offering.

19He offered for his offering:
one silver platter, the weight of which

was one hundred and thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, ac-

cording to the shekel of the sanctuary, both
of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for
a meal offering;

20 one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of
incense;

21one young bull,
one ram,
one male lamb a year old, for a burnt

offering;
22onemale goat for a sin offering;
23 and for the sacrifice of peace offerings,

two head of cattle, five rams, five male
goats, five male lambs a year old. This was
the offering of Nethanel the son of Zuar.

24On the third day Eliab the son of Helon,
prince of the children of Zebulun,

25 gave his offering:
one silver platter, the weight of which

was a hundred and thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, ac-

cording to the shekel of the sanctuary, both
of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for
a meal offering;

26 one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of
incense;

27one young bull,
one ram,
one male lamb a year old, for a burnt

offering;
28onemale goat for a sin offering;
29 and for the sacrifice of peace offerings,

two head of cattle, five rams, five male
goats, and five male lambs a year old. This
was the offering of Eliab the son of Helon.

30 On the fourth day Elizur the son of
Shedeur, prince of the children of Reuben,

31 gave his offering:
one silver platter, the weight of which

was one hundred and thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, ac-

cording to the shekel of the sanctuary, both
of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for
a meal offering;

32 one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of
incense;

33one young bull,
one ram,
one male lamb a year old, for a burnt

offering;
34onemale goat for a sin offering;
35 and for the sacrifice of peace offer-

ings, two head of cattle, five rams, five
male goats, and five male lambs a year old.
This was the offering of Elizur the son of
Shedeur.

36 On the fifth day Shelumiel the son
of Zurishaddai, prince of the children of
Simeon,

37 gave his offering:
one silver platter, the weight of which

was one hundred and thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, ac-

cording to the shekel of the sanctuary, both
of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for
a meal offering;

38 one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of
incense;

39one young bull,
one ram,
one male lamb a year old, for a burnt

offering;
40onemale goat for a sin offering;
41 and for the sacrifice of peace offerings,

two head of cattle, five rams, five male
goats, and five male lambs a year old: this
was the offering of Shelumiel the son of
Zurishaddai.

42 On the sixth day, Eliasaph the son of
Deuel, prince of the children of Gad,

43 gave his offering:
one silver platter, the weight of which

was one hundred and thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, ac-

cording to the shekel of the sanctuary, both
† 7:13: A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces.
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of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for
a meal offering;

44 one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of
incense;

45one young bull,
one ram,
one male lamb a year old, for a burnt

offering;
46onemale goat for a sin offering;
47 and for the sacrifice of peace offer-

ings, two head of cattle, five rams, five
male goats, and five male lambs a year old.
This was the offering of Eliasaph the son of
Deuel.

48 On the seventh day Elishama the son
of Ammihud, prince of the children of
Ephraim,

49 gave his offering:
one silver platter, the weight of which

was one hundred and thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, ac-

cording to the shekel of the sanctuary, both
of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for
a meal offering;

50 one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of
incense;

51one young bull,
one ram,
one male lamb a year old, for a burnt

offering;
52onemale goat for a sin offering;
53 and for the sacrifice of peace offerings,

two head of cattle, five rams, five male
goats, and five male lambs a year old. This
was the offering of Elishama the son of
Ammihud.

54 On the eighth day Gamaliel the son of
Pedahzur, prince of the children of Man-
asseh,

55 gave his offering:
one silver platter, the weight of which

was one hundred and thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, ac-

cording to the shekel of the sanctuary, both
of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for
a meal offering;

56 one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of
incense;

57one young bull,
one ram,
one male lamb a year old, for a burnt

offering;
58onemale goat for a sin offering;
59 and for the sacrifice of peace offerings,

two head of cattle, five rams, five male
goats, and five male lambs a year old. This
was the offering of Gamaliel the son of
Pedahzur.

60 On the ninth day Abidan the son of
Gideoni, princeof the childrenofBenjamin,

61 gave his offering:

one silver platter, the weight of which
was one hundred and thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, ac-

cording to the shekel of the sanctuary, both
of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for
a meal offering;

62 one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of
incense;

63one young bull,
one ram,
one male lamb a year old, for a burnt

offering;
64onemale goat for a sin offering;
65 and for the sacrifice of peace offer-

ings, two head of cattle, five rams, five
male goats, and five male lambs a year old.
This was the offering of Abidan the son of
Gideoni.

66On the tenthdayAhiezer the sonofAm-
mishaddai, prince of the children of Dan,

67 gave his offering:
one silver platter, the weight of which

was one hundred and thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, ac-

cording to the shekel of the sanctuary, both
of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for
a meal offering;

68 one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of
incense;

69one young bull,
one ram,
one male lamb a year old, for a burnt

offering;
70onemale goat for a sin offering;
71 and for the sacrifice of peace offerings,

two head of cattle, five rams, five male
goats, and five male lambs a year old. This
was the offering of Ahiezer the son of Am-
mishaddai.

72 On the eleventh day Pagiel the son of
Ochran, prince of the children of Asher,

73 gave his offering:
one silver platter, the weight of which

was one hundred and thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, ac-

cording to the shekel of the sanctuary, both
of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for
a meal offering;

74 one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of
incense;

75one young bull,
one ram,
one male lamb a year old, for a burnt

offering;
76onemale goat for a sin offering;
77 and for the sacrifice of peace offerings,

two head of cattle, five rams, five male
goats, and five male lambs a year old. This
was the offering of Pagiel the sonofOchran.

78 On the twelfth day Ahira the son of
Enan, prince of the children of Naphtali,

79 gave his offering:
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one silver platter, the weight of which
was one hundred and thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, ac-

cording to the shekel of the sanctuary, both
of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for
a meal offering;

80 one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of
incense;

81one young bull,
one ram,
one male lamb a year old, for a burnt

offering;
82onemale goat for a sin offering;
83 and for the sacrifice of peace offerings,

two head of cattle, five rams, five male
goats, and five male lambs a year old. This
was the offering of Ahira the son of Enan.

84 This was the dedication offering of the
altar, on the day when it was anointed, by
the princes of Israel: twelve silver platters,
twelve silver bowls, twelve golden ladles;

85 each silver platter weighing one hun-
dred and thirty shekels, and each bowl sev-
enty; all the silver of the vessels two thou-
sand and four hundred shekels, according
to the shekel of the sanctuary;

86 the twelvegolden ladles, full of incense,
weighing ten shekels apiece, according to
the shekel of the sanctuary; all the gold of
the ladlesweighedonehundredand twenty
shekels;

87 all the cattle for the burnt offering
twelve bulls, the rams twelve, the male
lambs a year old twelve, and their meal
offering; and twelve male goats for a sin
offering;

88 and all the cattle for the sacrifice of
peace offerings: twenty-four bulls, sixty
rams, sixty male goats, and sixty male
lambs a year old. This was the dedication
offering of the altar, after it was anointed.

89 When Moses went into the Tent of
Meeting to speak with the LORD, he heard
his voice speaking to him from above the
mercy seat that was on the ark of the Tes-
timony, from between the two cherubim;
and he spoke to him.

8
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Speak to Aaron, and tell him, ‘When

you light the lamps, the seven lamps shall
give light in front of the lamp stand.’ ”

3Aaron did so. He lit its lamps to light the
area in front of the lamp stand, as the LORD
commandedMoses.

4 This was the workmanship of the lamp
stand, beatenwork of gold. From its base to
itsflowers, itwasbeatenwork. Hemade the
lamp stand according to the pattern which
the LORD had shownMoses.

5The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,

6 “Take the Levites fromamongst the chil-
dren of Israel, and cleanse them.

7Youshall do this to themtocleanse them:
sprinkle the water of cleansing on them, let
them shave theirwhole bodieswith a razor,
let them wash their clothes, and cleanse
themselves.

8 Then let them take a young bull and its
meal offering, fineflourmixedwith oil; and
another young bull you shall take for a sin
offering.

9 You shall present the Levites before the
Tent of Meeting. You shall assemble the
whole congregation of the children of Is-
rael.

10You shall present the Levites before the
LORD. The children of Israel shall lay their
hands on the Levites,

11andAaron shall offer theLevites before
the LORD for a wave offering on the behalf
of the childrenof Israel, that itmaybe theirs
to do the service of the LORD.

12 “The Levites shall lay their hands on
the heads of the bulls, and you shall offer
the one for a sin offering and the other
for a burnt offering to the LORD, to make
atonement for the Levites.

13 You shall set the Levites before Aaron
and before his sons, and offer them as a
wave offering to the LORD.

14 Thus you shall separate the Levites
fromamongst the childrenof Israel, and the
Levites shall be mine.

15 “After that, the Levites shall go in to do
the service of the Tent of Meeting. You shall
cleanse them, and offer them as a wave
offering.

16 For they are wholly given to me from
amongst the childrenof Israel; insteadof all
who open the womb, even the firstborn of
all the children of Israel, I have taken them
tome.

17 For all the firstborn amongst the chil-
dren of Israel are mine, both man and an-
imal. On the day that I struck all the first-
born in the land of Egypt, I sanctified them
for myself.

18 I have taken the Levites instead of all
the firstborn amongst the children of Israel.

19 I have given the Levites as a gift to
Aaron and to his sons from amongst the
children of Israel, to do the service of the
childrenof Israel in theTentofMeeting, and
to make atonement for the children of Is-
rael, so that therewill benoplagueamongst
the children of Israel when the children of
Israel come near to the sanctuary.”

20Moses, and Aaron, and all the congre-
gation of the children of Israel did so to
the Levites. According to all that the LORD
commandedMoses concerning the Levites,
so the children of Israel did to them.
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21 The Levites purified themselves from
sin, and they washed their clothes; and
Aaron offered them for a wave offering be-
fore the LORD and Aaron made atonement
for them to cleanse them.

22 After that, the Levites went in to do
their service in the Tent of Meeting before
Aaron andbefore his sons: as the LORDhad
commandedMoses concerning the Levites,
so they did to them.

23The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
24 “This is what is assigned to the Levites:

from twenty-five years old and upward
they shall go in to wait on the service in the
work of the Tent of Meeting;

25and fromtheageoffiftyyears theyshall
retire from doing the work, and shall serve
nomore,

26 but shall assist their brothers in the
Tent of Meeting, to perform the duty, and
shall perform no service. This is how you
shall have the Levites do their duties.”

9
1The LORD spoke to Moses in the wilder-

ness of Sinai, in the first month of the sec-
ondyearafter theyhadcomeout of the land
of Egypt, saying,

2 “Let the children of Israel keep the
Passover in its appointed season.

3On the fourteenth day of this month, at
evening, you shall keep it in its appointed
season. You shall keep it according to all
its statutes and according to all its ordi-
nances.”

4 Moses told the children of Israel that
they should keep the Passover.

5 They kept the Passover in the first
month, on the fourteenth day of the month
at evening, in the wilderness of Sinai. Ac-
cording to all that the LORD commanded
Moses, so the children of Israel did.

6 There were certain men who were un-
clean because of the dead body of a man,
so that they could not keep the Passover on
that day, and they came before Moses and
Aaron on that day.

7Thosemen said to him, “Weare unclean
because of the dead body of a man. Why
are we kept back, that wemay not offer the
offeringof theLORD in its appointed season
amongst the children of Israel?”

8Moses answered them, “Wait, that Imay
hear what the LORD will command con-
cerning you.”

9The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
10 “Say to the children of Israel, ‘If any

man of you or of your generations is un-
clean by reason of a dead body, or is on
a journey far away, he shall still keep the
Passover to the LORD.

11 In the secondmonth, on the fourteenth
day at evening they shall keep it; they shall
eat it with unleavened bread and bitter
herbs.

12 They shall leave none of it until the
morning, nor break a bone of it. According
to all the statute of the Passover they shall
keep it.

13 But the man who is clean, and is not
on a journey, and fails to keep the Passover,
that soul shall be cut off from his people.
Because he didn’t offer the offering of the
LORD in its appointed season, that man
shall bear his sin.

14 “ ‘If a foreigner lives amongst you and
desires to keep the Passover to the LORD,
then he shall do so according to the statute
of the Passover, and according to its ordi-
nance. You shall have one statute, both for
the foreigner and for himwho is born in the
land.’ ”

15 On the day that the tabernacle was
raised up, the cloud covered the tabernacle,
even the Tent of the Testimony. At evening
it was over the tabernacle, as it were the
appearance of fire, until morning.

16 So it was continually. The cloud cov-
ered it, and the appearance of fire by night.

17Whenever the cloudwas takenup from
over the Tent, then after that the children of
Israel travelled; and in the place where the
cloud remained, there the children of Israel
encamped.

18At the commandment of the LORD, the
children of Israel travelled, and at the com-
mandment of the LORD they encamped. As
long as the cloud remained on the taberna-
cle they remained encamped.

19 When the cloud stayed on the taber-
nacle many days, then the children of Is-
rael kept the LORD’s command, and didn’t
travel.

20 Sometimes the cloud was a few days
on the tabernacle; then according to the
commandment of the LORD they remained
encamped, and according to the command-
ment of the LORD they travelled.

21Sometimes the cloudwas fromevening
until morning; and when the cloud was
taken up in the morning, they travelled; or
by day and by night, when the cloud was
taken up, they travelled.

22Whether it was two days, or a month,
or a year that the cloud stayed on the taber-
nacle, remaining on it, the childrenof Israel
remained encamped, and didn’t travel; but
when it was taken up, they travelled.

23At the commandment of the LORD they
encamped, and at the commandment of
the LORD they travelled. They kept the
LORD’s command, at the commandment of
the LORD byMoses.
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10
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Make two trumpets of silver. You shall

make them of beaten work. You shall use
them for the calling of the congregation and
for the journeying of the camps.

3When they blow them, all the congrega-
tion shall gather themselves to you at the
door of the Tent of Meeting.

4 If they blow just one, then the princes,
the heads of the thousands of Israel, shall
gather themselves to you.

5 When you blow an alarm, the camps
that lie on the east side shall go forward.

6 When you blow an alarm the second
time, the camps that lie on the south side
shall go forward. They shall blow an alarm
for their journeys.

7Butwhen the assembly is to be gathered
together, you shall blow, but you shall not
sound an alarm.

8 “The sons of Aaron, the priests, shall
blow the trumpets. This shall be to you for
a statute forever throughout your genera-
tions.

9Whenyou go towar in your land against
the adversarywho oppresses you, then you
shall sound an alarm with the trumpets.
Then you will be remembered before the
LORDyourGod, and youwill be saved from
your enemies.

10 “Also in the day of your gladness, and
in your set feasts, and in the beginnings of
your months, you shall blow the trumpets
over your burnt offerings, and over the
sacrifices of your peace offerings; and they
shall be to you for a memorial before your
God. I am the LORD your God.”

11 In the second year, in the second
month, on the twentieth day of the month,
the cloudwas taken up fromover the taber-
nacle of the covenant.

12 The children of Israel went forward
on their journeys out of the wilderness of
Sinai; and the cloud stayed in the wilder-
ness of Paran.

13 They first went forward according to
the commandment of the LORD byMoses.

14 First, the standard of the camp of the
children of Judah went forward according
to their armies. Nahshon the son of Ammi-
nadab was over his army.

15Nethanel the son of Zuar was over the
army of the tribe of the children of Issachar.

16 Eliab the son of Helon was over the
armyof the tribe of the childrenof Zebulun.

17 The tabernacle was taken down; and
the sons of Gershon and the sons of Merari,
who bore the tabernacle, went forward.

18 The standard of the camp of Reuben
went forward according to their armies.

Elizur the son of Shedeur was over his
army.

19 Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai was
over the army of the tribe of the children of
Simeon.

20 Eliasaph the son of Deuel was over the
army of the tribe of the children of Gad.

21TheKohathites set forward, bearing the
sanctuary. The others set up the tabernacle
before they arrived.

22 The standard of the camp of the chil-
dren of Ephraim set forward according to
their armies. Elishama the sonofAmmihud
was over his army.

23Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur was over
the army of the tribe of the children of
Manasseh.

24 Abidan the son of Gideoni was over
the army of the tribe of the children of
Benjamin.

25 The standard of the camp of the chil-
dren of Dan, which was the rear guard of
all the camps, set forwardaccording to their
armies. Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai
was over his army.

26 Pagiel the son of Ochran was over the
army of the tribe of the children of Asher.

27 Ahira the son of Enan was over the
armyof the tribeof the childrenofNaphtali.

28Thuswere the travels of the children of
Israel according to their armies; and they
went forward.

29Moses said to Hobab, the son of Reuel
theMidianite,Moses’ father-in-law, “Weare
journeying to the place of which the LORD
said, ‘I will give it to you.’ Come with us,
andwewill treat youwell; for the LORDhas
spoken good concerning Israel.”

30He said to him, “I will not go; but I will
depart tomyown land, and tomyrelatives.”

31Moses said, “Don’t leave us, please; be-
cause you know how we are to encamp in
the wilderness, and you can be our eyes.

32 It shall be, if you gowith us—yes, it shall
be—that whatever good the LORD does to
us, we will do the same to you.”

33They set forward from theMount of the
LORD three days’ journey. The ark of the
LORD’s covenant went before them three
days’ journey, to seek out a resting place for
them.

34 The cloud of the LORD was over them
by day, when they set forward from the
camp.

35 When the ark went forward, Moses
said, “Rise up, LORD, and let your enemies
be scattered! Let those who hate you flee
before you!”

36When it rested, he said, “Return, LORD,
to the ten thousands of the thousands of
Israel.”
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11
1 The people were complaining in the

ears of the LORD. When the LORD heard it,
his anger burnt; and the LORD’s fire burnt
amongst them, and consumed some of the
outskirts of the camp.

2 The people cried to Moses; and Moses
prayed to the LORD, and the fire abated.

3 The name of that place was called
Taberah,† because the LORD’s fire burnt
amongst them.

4 The mixed multitude that was amongst
them lusted exceedingly; and the children
of Israel also wept again, and said, “Who
will give us meat to eat?

5We remember the fish, which we ate in
Egypt for nothing; the cucumbers, and the
melons, and the leeks, and the onions, and
the garlic;

6 but now we have lost our appetite.
There is nothing at all except this manna to
look at.”

7Themannawas like coriander seed, and
it looked like bdellium.‡

8 The people went around, gathered it,
and ground it in mills, or beat it in mortars,
and boiled it in pots, and made cakes of it.
Its taste was like the taste of fresh oil.

9 When the dew fell on the camp in the
night, the manna fell on it.

10 Moses heard the people weeping
throughout their families, everyman at the
doorofhis tent; and theLORD’s angerburnt
greatly; andMoses was displeased.

11Moses said to the LORD, “Whyhave you
treated your servant sobadly? Whyhaven’t
I found favour in your sight, that you lay the
burden of all this people onme?

12Have I conceived all this people? Have
I brought them out, that you should tell
me, ‘Carry them in your bosom, as a nurse
carries a nursing infant, to the land which
you swore to their fathers’?

13Where could I get meat to give all these
people? For they weep before me, saying,
‘Give us meat, that wemay eat.’

14 I am not able to bear all this people
alone, because it is too heavy for me.

15 If you treat me this way, please kill me
right now, if I have found favour in your
sight; and don’t let me see my wretched-
ness.”

16The LORD said to Moses, “Gather to me
seventy men of the elders of Israel, whom
you know to be the elders of the people and
officers over them; and bring them to the
Tent of Meeting, that they may stand there
with you.

17 I will come down and talk with you
there. I will take of the Spirit which is on

you, and will put it on them; and they shall
bear theburdenof thepeoplewith you, that
you don’t bear it yourself alone.

18 “Say to the people, ‘Sanctify yourselves
in preparation for tomorrow, and you will
eat meat; for you have wept in the ears of
the LORD, saying, “Who will give us meat
to eat? For it was well with us in Egypt.”
Therefore the LORDwill give youmeat, and
you will eat.

19 You will not eat just one day, or two
days, or five days, or ten days, or twenty
days,

20 but a whole month, until it comes out
at your nostrils, and it is loathsome to you;
because you have rejected the LORD who
is amongst you, and have wept before him,
saying, “Why did we come out of Egypt?” ’ ”

21 Moses said, “The people, amongst
whom I am, are six hundred thousandmen
on foot; and you have said, ‘I will give them
meat, that theymay eat a whole month.’

22 Shall flocks and herds be slaughtered
for them, to be sufficient for them? Shall all
the fish of the sea be gathered together for
them, to be sufficient for them?”

23 The LORD said to Moses, “Has the
LORD’s hand grown short? Now you will
seewhethermywordwill happen to you or
not.”

24 Moses went out, and told the people
the LORD’s words; and he gathered seventy
men of the elders of the people, and set
them around the Tent.

25The LORD came down in the cloud, and
spoke to him, and took of the Spirit thatwas
on him, and put it on the seventy elders.
When theSpirit restedon them, theyproph-
esied, but they did so nomore.

26 But two men remained in the camp.
The name of one was Eldad, and the name
of the other Medad; and the Spirit rested
on them. They were of those who were
written, but had not gone out to the Tent;
and they prophesied in the camp.

27A young man ran, and told Moses, and
said, “Eldad andMedad are prophesying in
the camp!”

28 Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of
Moses, one of his chosen men, answered,
“My lordMoses, forbid them!”

29Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for
my sake? I wish that all the LORD’s people
were prophets, that the LORDwould put his
Spirit on them!”

30Moses went into the camp, he and the
elders of Israel.

31 A wind from the LORD went out and
brought quails from the sea, and let them
fall by the camp, about a day’s journey on

† 11:3: Taberahmeans “burning” ‡ 11:7: Bdellium is a resin extracted from certain African trees.
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this side, and a day’s journey on the other
side, around the camp, and about two cu-
bits§ above the surface of the earth.

32 The people rose up all that day, and all
of that night, and all the next day, and gath-
ered thequails. Hewhogathered least gath-
ered ten homers;† and they spread them all
out for themselves around the camp.

33While the meat was still between their
teeth, before it was chewed, the LORD’s
anger burnt against the people, and the
LORD struck the people with a very great
plague.

34 The name of that place was called
Kibroth Hattaavah,‡ because there they
buried the people who lusted.

35 From Kibroth Hattaavah the people
travelled to Hazeroth; and they stayed at
Hazeroth.

12
1Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses

because of the Cushite woman whom he
had married; for he had married a Cushite
woman.

2They said, “Has the LORD indeed spoken
only with Moses? Hasn’t he spoken also
with us?” And the LORD heard it.

3 Now the man Moses was very humble,
more than all the men who were on the
surface of the earth.

4 The LORD spoke suddenly to Moses, to
Aaron, and to Miriam, “You three come out
to the Tent of Meeting!”
The three of them came out.
5 The LORD came down in a pillar of

cloud, and stood at the door of the Tent, and
called Aaron and Miriam; and they both
came forward.

6He said, “Now hear my words. If there
is a prophet amongst you, I, the LORD, will
makemyself known tohim inavision. Iwill
speak with him in a dream.

7MyservantMoses is not so. He is faithful
in all my house.

8With him, I will speak mouth to mouth,
even plainly, and not in riddles; and he
shall see the LORD’s form. Why then were
you not afraid to speak against my servant,
against Moses?”

9 The LORD’s anger burnt against them;
and he departed.

10The cloud departed from over the Tent;
and behold, Miriam was leprous, as white
as snow. Aaron looked at Miriam, and
behold, she was leprous.

11 Aaron said to Moses, “Oh, my lord,
please don’t count this sin against us, in

whichwehave done foolishly, and inwhich
we have sinned.

12 Let her not, I pray, be as one dead, of
whom the flesh is half consumed when he
comes out of his mother’s womb.”

13Moses cried to the LORD, saying, “Heal
her, God, I beg you!”

14 The LORD said to Moses, “If her father
had but spit in her face, shouldn’t she be
ashamed seven days? Let her be shut up
outside of the camp seven days, and after
that she shall be brought in again.”

15Miriamwasshutupoutsideof thecamp
seven days, and the people didn’t travel
until Miriamwas brought in again.

16 Afterward the people travelled from
Hazeroth, and encamped in the wilderness
of Paran.

13
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Send men, that they may spy out the

land of Canaan, which I give to the children
of Israel. Of every tribe of their fathers,
you shall send a man, every one a prince
amongst them.”

3 Moses sent them from the wilderness
of Paran according to the commandment of
the LORD. All of them were men who were
heads of the children of Israel.

4These were their names:
Of the tribe of Reuben, Shammua the son of
Zaccur.
5Of the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat the son of
Hori.
6 Of the tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of
Jephunneh.
7 Of the tribe of Issachar, Igal the son of
Joseph.
8Of the tribe of Ephraim, Hoshea the son of
Nun.
9 Of the tribe of Benjamin, Palti the son of
Raphu.
10Of the tribe of Zebulun, Gaddiel the son of
Sodi.
11 Of the tribe of Joseph, of the tribe of
Manasseh, Gaddi the son of Susi.
12 Of the tribe of Dan, Ammiel the son of
Gemalli.
13 Of the tribe of Asher, Sethur the son of
Michael.
14Of the tribe of Naphtali, Nahbi the son of
Vophsi.
15 Of the tribe of Gad, Geuel the son of
Machi.
16 These are the names of the men who
Moses sent to spy out the land. Moses called
Hoshea the son of Nun Joshua.

§ 11:31: A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimetres. † 11:32: 1 homer is about 220 litres or 6 bushels ‡ 11:34: Kibroth Hattaavahmeans “graves of lust”
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17 Moses sent them to spy out the land of
Canaan, and said to them, “Go up this way
by the South, and goup into thehill country.
18 See the land, what it is; and the people
who dwell therein, whether they are strong
or weak, whether they are few ormany;
19 and what the land is that they dwell in,
whether it is good or bad; and what cities
they are that they dwell in, whether in
camps, or in strongholds;
20 and what the land is, whether it is fertile
or poor, whether there is wood therein, or
not. Be courageous, and bring some of the
fruit of the land.” Nowthe timewas the time
of the first-ripe grapes.

21So theywent up, and spied out the land
from the wilderness of Zin to Rehob, to the
entrance of Hamath.

22Theywent upby the South, and came to
Hebron; and Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai,
the children of Anak, were there. (Now
Hebron was built seven years before Zoan
in Egypt.)

23 They came to the valley of Eshcol, and
cut down from there a branch with one
cluster of grapes, and they bore it on a staff
between two. They also brought some of
the pomegranates and figs.

24 That place was called the valley of Es-
hcol, because of the cluster which the chil-
dren of Israel cut down from there.

25They returned fromspying out the land
at the end of forty days.

26 They went and came to Moses, to
Aaron, and to all the congregation of the
children of Israel, to the wilderness of
Paran, to Kadesh; and brought back word
to them and to all the congregation. They
showed them the fruit of the land.

27 They told him, and said, “We came to
the land where you sent us. Surely it flows
withmilk and honey, and this is its fruit.

28However, the people who dwell in the
land are strong, and the cities are fortified
and very large. Moreover, we saw the chil-
dren of Anak there.

29Amalek dwells in the land of the South.
The Hittite, the Jebusite, and the Amorite
dwell in the hill country. The Canaanite
dwells by the sea, and along the side of the
Jordan.”

30 Caleb stilled the people before Moses,
and said, “Let’s go up at once, and possess
it; for we are well able to overcome it!”

31 But the men who went up with him
said, “We aren’t able to go up against the
people; for they are stronger than we.”

32 They brought up an evil report of the
land which they had spied out to the chil-
dren of Israel, saying, “The land, through

which we have gone to spy it out, is a land
that eats up its inhabitants; and all the
people who we saw in it are men of great
stature.

33 There we saw the Nephilim,† the sons
of Anak, who come from the Nephilim.‡ We
were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and
so wewere in their sight.”

14
1 All the congregation lifted up their

voice, and cried; and the people wept that
night.

2 All the children of Israel murmured
against Moses and against Aaron. The
whole congregation said to them, “Wewish
thatwehaddied in the landof Egypt, or that
we had died in this wilderness!

3 Why does the LORD bring us to this
land, to fall by the sword? Our wives and
our little ones will be captured or killed!
Wouldn’t it be better for us to return into
Egypt?”

4They said to one another, “Let’s choose a
leader, and let’s return into Egypt.”

5ThenMoses andAaron fell on their faces
before all the assembly of the congregation
of the children of Israel.

6 Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son
of Jephunneh,whowere of thosewho spied
out the land, tore their clothes.

7 They spoke to all the congregation of
the children of Israel, saying, “The land,
whichwe passed through to spy it out, is an
exceedingly good land.

8 If the LORD delights in us, then he will
bring us into this land, and give it to us: a
land which flows withmilk and honey.

9 Only don’t rebel against the LORD, nei-
ther fear the people of the land; for they
are bread for us. Their defence is removed
from over them, and the LORD is with us.
Don’t fear them.”

10 But all the congregation threatened to
stone themwith stones.
The LORD’s glory appeared in the Tent of

Meeting to all the children of Israel.
11TheLORDsaid toMoses, “How longwill

this people despise me? How long will they
not believe in me, for all the signs which I
have worked amongst them?

12 I will strike them with the pestilence,
and disinherit them, and will make of you
a nation greater andmightier than they.”

13 Moses said to the LORD, “Then the
Egyptians will hear it; for you brought up
this people in your might from amongst
them.

14Theywill tell it to the inhabitants of this
land. They have heard that you LORD are

† 13:33: or, giants ‡ 13:33: or, giants
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amongst this people; for you LORD are seen
face to face, and your cloud stands over
them, and you go before them, in a pillar of
cloud by day, and in a pillar of fire by night.

15 Now if you killed this people as one
man, then thenationswhichhaveheard the
fame of you will speak, saying,

16 ‘Because the LORD was not able to
bring this people into the land which he
swore to them, therefore he has slain them
in the wilderness.’

17Now please let the power of the Lord†
be great, according as you have spoken,
saying,

18 ‘The LORD is slow to anger, and abun-
dant in loving kindness, forgiving iniquity
and disobedience; and he will by no means
clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the
fathers on the children, on the third and on
the fourth generation.’

19 Please pardon the iniquity of this peo-
ple according to the greatness of your lov-
ing kindness, and just as you have forgiven
this people, from Egypt even until now.”

20 The LORD said, “I have pardoned ac-
cording to your word;

21but in very deed—as I live, and as all the
earth shall be filled with the LORD’s glory—

22 because all those men who have seen
my glory and my signs, which I worked
in Egypt and in the wilderness, yet have
tempted me these ten times, and have not
listened to my voice;

23 surely they shall not see the landwhich
I swore to their fathers, neither shall any of
those who despisedme see it.

24 But my servant Caleb, because he had
another spirit with him, and has followed
me fully, him I will bring into the land into
which he went. His offspring shall possess
it.

25 Since the Amalekite and the Canaanite
dwell in the valley, tomorrow turn and go
into the wilderness by the way to the Red
Sea.”

26TheLORD spoke toMoses and toAaron,
saying,

27 “How long shall I bear with this evil
congregation that complain against me? I
have heard the complaints of the children
of Israel, which they complain against me.

28 Tell them, ‘As I live, says the LORD,
surely as you have spoken in my ears, so I
will do to you.

29 Your dead bodies shall fall in this
wilderness; and all who were counted of
you, according to yourwhole number, from
twenty years old and upward, who have
complained against me,

30 surely you shall not come into the land
concerning which I swore that I would
make you dwell therein, except Caleb the
son of Jephunneh, and Joshua the son of
Nun.

31 But I will bring in your little ones that
you said should be captured or killed, and
they shall know the land which you have
rejected.

32 But as for you, your dead bodies shall
fall in this wilderness.

33 Your children shall be wanderers in
the wilderness forty years, and shall bear
your prostitution, until your dead bodies
are consumed in the wilderness.

34After the number of the days in which
you spied out the land, even forty days,
for every day a year, you will bear your
iniquities, even forty years, and you will
knowmy alienation.’

35 I, the LORD, have spoken. I will surely
do this to all this evil congregation who
are gathered together against me. In this
wilderness they shall be consumed, and
there they shall die.”

36 The men whom Moses sent to spy out
the land, who returned and made all the
congregation to murmur against him by
bringing up an evil report against the land,

37even thosemenwhobrought up an evil
report of the land, diedby theplaguebefore
the LORD.

38But Joshua the sonofNunandCaleb the
son of Jephunneh remained alive of those
menwhowent to spy out the land.

39Moses told these words to all the chil-
dren of Israel, and the people mourned
greatly.

40 They rose up early in the morning and
went up to the top of the mountain, saying,
“Behold, we are here, and will go up to the
placewhich the LORDhas promised; forwe
have sinned.”

41Moses said, “Why now do you disobey
the commandment of the LORD, since it
shall not prosper?

42Don’t go up, for the LORD isn’t amongst
you; that way you won’t be struck down
before your enemies.

43 For there the Amalekite and the
Canaanite are before you, and you will fall
by the swordbecause you turnedback from
following the LORD; therefore the LORD
will not be with you.”

44But they presumed to goup to the top of
the mountain. Nevertheless, the ark of the
LORD’s covenant and Moses didn’t depart
out of the camp.

45 Then the Amalekites came down, and
the Canaanites who lived in that mountain,

† 14:17: The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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and struck them and beat them down even
to Hormah.

15
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Speak to the children of Israel, and tell

them, ‘Whenyouhave come into the landof
your habitations, which I give to you,

3 and will make an offering by fire to the
LORD—a burnt offering, or a sacrifice, to
accomplish a vow, or as a free will offering,
or in your set feasts, to make a pleasant
aroma to the LORD, of the herd, or of the
flock—

4 then he who offers his offering shall
offer to the LORD a meal offering of one
tenth of an ephah† of fine flour mixed with
one fourth of a hin‡ of oil.

5 You shall prepare wine for the drink
offering, one fourth of a hin, with the burnt
offering or for the sacrifice, for each lamb.

6“ ‘Fora ram, you shall prepare for ameal
offering two tenths of an ephah§ of fine
flour mixed with the third part of a hin of
oil;

7and for the drink offering you shall offer
the third part of a hin of wine, of a pleasant
aroma to the LORD.

8 When you prepare a bull for a burnt
offering or for a sacrifice, to accomplish a
vow, or for peace offerings to the LORD,

9 then he shall offer with the bull a meal
offering of three tenths of an ephah† of fine
flourmixed with half a hin of oil;

10 and you shall offer for the drink offer-
ing half a hin of wine, for an offering made
by fire, of a pleasant aroma to the LORD.

11 Thus it shall be done for each bull, for
each ram, for each of the male lambs, or of
the young goats.

12According to the number that you shall
prepare, soyoushall do toeveryoneaccord-
ing to their number.

13“ ‘Allwhoarenative-bornshall do these
things in this way, in offering an offering
made by fire, of a pleasant aroma to the
LORD.

14 If a stranger lives as a foreigner with
you, or whoever may be amongst you
throughout your generations, and will of-
fer an offering made by fire, of a pleasant
aroma to theLORD, as youdo, sohe shall do.

15 For the assembly, there shall be one
statute for you and for the stranger who
lives as a foreigner, a statute forever
throughout your generations. As you are,
so the foreigner shall be before the LORD.

16 One law and one ordinance shall be
for you and for the stranger who lives as a
foreigner with you.’ ”

17The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
18 “Speak to the children of Israel, and tell

them, ‘When you come into the land where
I bring you,

19 then it shall be that when you eat of the
bread of the land, you shall offer up a wave
offering to the LORD.

20Of thefirst of yourdoughyoushall offer
up a cake for a wave offering. As the wave
offering of the threshing floor, so you shall
heave it.

21Of thefirst of yourdough, you shall give
to the LORD a wave offering throughout
your generations.

22 “ ‘When you err, and don’t observe all
these commandments which the LORD has
spoken to Moses—

23even all that the LORDhas commanded
you by Moses, from the day that the LORD
gave commandment and onward through-
out your generations—

24 then it shall be, if it was done unwit-
tingly, without the knowledge of the con-
gregation, that all the congregation shall
offeroneyoungbull for aburnt offering, for
a pleasant aroma to the LORD,with itsmeal
offering and its drink offering, according to
the ordinance, and one male goat for a sin
offering.

25The priest shallmake atonement for all
the congregation of the children of Israel,
and they shall be forgiven; for it was an
error, and they have brought their offering,
an offering made by fire to the LORD, and
their sin offering before the LORD, for their
error.

26 All the congregation of the children
of Israel shall be forgiven, as well as the
stranger who lives as a foreigner amongst
them; for with regard to all the people, it
was done unwittingly.

27 “ ‘If a person sins unwittingly, then he
shall offer a female goat a year old for a sin
offering.

28 The priest shall make atonement for
the soul who errs when he sins unwittingly
before the LORD. He shall make atonement
for him; and he shall be forgiven.

29 You shall have one law for him who
does anything unwittingly, for him who is
native-born amongst the children of Israel,
and for the strangerwho livesasa foreigner
amongst them.

30 “ ‘But the soul who does anything with
a high hand, whether he is native-born or a

† 15:4: 1 ephah is about 22 litres or about 2/3 of a bushel ‡ 15:4: A hin is about 6.5 litres or 1.7 gallons. § 15:6: 1
ephah is about 22 litres or about 2/3 of a bushel † 15:9: 1 ephah is about 22 litres or about 2/3 of a bushel
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foreigner, blasphemes the LORD. That soul
shall be cut off from amongst his people.

31 Because he has despised the LORD’s
word, and has broken his commandment,
that soul shall beutterly cut off. His iniquity
shall be on him.’ ”

32 While the children of Israel were in
thewilderness, they found aman gathering
sticks on the Sabbath day.

33 Those who found him gathering sticks
brought him toMoses and Aaron, and to all
the congregation.

34They put him in custody, because it had
not been declared what should be done to
him.

35TheLORDsaid toMoses, “Themanshall
surely be put to death. All the congregation
shall stone him with stones outside of the
camp.”

36 All the congregation brought him
outside of the camp, and stoned him to
deathwith stones, as theLORDcommanded
Moses.

37The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
38 “Speak to the children of Israel, and

tell them that they shouldmake themselves
fringes‡ on the borders of their garments
throughout their generations, and that they
put on the fringe§ of each border a cord of
blue.

39 It shall be to you for a fringe,† that you
may see it, and remember all the LORD’s
commandments, anddo them; and that you
don’t follow your own heart and your own
eyes, after which you used to play the pros-
titute;

40 so that you may remember and do all
my commandments, and be holy to your
God.

41 I am the LORD your God, who brought
you out of the land of Egypt, to be your God:
I am the LORD your God.”

16
1Now Korah, the son of Izhar, the son of

Kohath, the son of Levi, with Dathan and
Abiram, the sons of Eliab, and On, the son
of Peleth, sons of Reuben, took somemen.

2 They rose up before Moses, with some
of the children of Israel, two hundred and
fifty princes of the congregation, called to
the assembly, men of renown.

3 They assembled themselves together
against Moses and against Aaron, and said
to them, “You take too much on yourself,
since all the congregation are holy, every-
one of them, and the LORD is amongst
them! Why do you lift yourselves up above
the LORD’s assembly?”

4WhenMoses heard it, he fell on his face.

5He said to Korah and to all his company,
“In the morning, the LORD will show who
are his, and who is holy, and will cause him
to come near to him. Even him whom he
shall choose, he will cause to come near to
him.

6Do this: have Korah and all his company
take censers,

7 put fire in them, and put incense on
them before the LORD tomorrow. It shall
be that the man whom the LORD chooses,
he shall be holy. You have gone too far, you
sons of Levi!”

8 Moses said to Korah, “Hear now, you
sons of Levi!

9 Is it a small thing to you that the God of
Israel has separatedyou from the congrega-
tionof Israel, tobringyounear tohimself, to
do the service of theLORD’s tabernacle, and
to standbefore thecongregation tominister
to them;

10 and that he has brought you near, and
all your brothers the sons of Levi with you?
Do you seek the priesthood also?

11 Therefore you and all your company
have gathered together against the LORD!
What is Aaron that you complain against
him?”

12Moses sent to call Dathan and Abiram,
the sons of Eliab; and they said, “We won’t
come up!

13 Is it a small thing that youhave brought
us up out of a land flowing with milk and
honey, to kill us in the wilderness, but you
must also make yourself a prince over us?

14Moreover you haven’t brought us into
a land flowing with milk and honey, nor
given us inheritance of fields and vine-
yards. Will you put out the eyes of these
men? Wewon’t come up.”

15Moses was very angry, and said to the
LORD, “Don’t respect their offering. I have
not taken one donkey from them, neither
have I hurt one of them.”

16Moses said to Korah, “You and all your
company go before the LORD, you, and
they, and Aaron, tomorrow.

17 Each man take his censer and put in-
cense on it, and each man bring before the
LORD his censer, two hundred and fifty
censers; you also, and Aaron, each with his
censer.”

18 They each took his censer, and put fire
in it, and laid incense on it, and stood at the
door of the Tent of Meeting withMoses and
Aaron.

19 Korah assembled all the congregation
opposite them to the door of the Tent of
Meeting.

‡ 15:38: or, tassels (Hebrew ת (צִיצִ֛ § 15:38: or, tassel † 15:39: or, tassel



Numbers 16:20 135 Numbers 17:2

The LORD’s glory appeared to all the con-
gregation.

20TheLORD spoke toMoses and toAaron,
saying,

21 “Separate yourselves from amongst
this congregation, that Imayconsume them
in amoment!”

22They fell on their faces, and said, “God,
the God of the spirits of all flesh, shall one
man sin, and will you be angry with all the
congregation?”

23The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
24 “Speak to the congregation, saying,

‘Get away from around the tent of Korah,
Dathan, and Abiram!’ ”

25Moses rose up and went to Dathan and
Abiram; and the elders of Israel followed
him.

26 He spoke to the congregation, saying,
“Depart, please, from the tents of these
wicked men, and touch nothing of theirs,
lest you be consumed in all their sins!”

27 So they went away from the tent of
Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, on every side.
Dathan and Abiram came out, and stood
at the door of their tents with their wives,
their sons, and their little ones.

28 Moses said, “Hereby you shall know
that the LORD has sent me to do all these
works; for they are not frommy ownmind.

29 If these men die the common death of
all men, or if they experience what all men
experience, then the LORD hasn’t sent me.

30But if the LORDmakes a new thing, and
the ground opens its mouth, and swallows
them up with all that belong to them, and
they go down alive into Sheol,† then you
shall understand that these men have de-
spised the LORD.”

31Ashefinished speaking all thesewords,
the ground thatwas under them split apart.

32 The earth opened its mouth and swal-
lowed themupwith their households, all of
Korah’s men, and all their goods.

33 So they, and all that belonged to them
went down alive into Sheol.‡ The earth
closed on them, and they perished from
amongst the assembly.

34 All Israel that were around them fled
at their cry; for they said, “Lest the earth
swallow us up!”

35 Fire came out from the LORD, and de-
voured the two hundred and fiftymenwho
offered the incense.

36The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
37 “Speak to Eleazar the son of Aaron the

priest, that he take up the censers out of the
burning, and scatter the fire away from the
camp; for they are holy,

38 even the censers of those who sinned
against their own lives. Let them be beaten
into plates for a covering of the altar, for
they offered them before the LORD. There-
fore they are holy. They shall be a sign to
the children of Israel.”

39 Eleazar the priest took the bronze
censers which those who were burnt had
offered; and they beat them out for a cov-
ering of the altar,

40 to be a memorial to the children of
Israel, to the end that no stranger who isn’t
of the offspring of Aaron, would come near
to burn incense before the LORD, that he
not be as Korah and as his company; as the
LORD spoke to him byMoses.

41But on thenext dayall the congregation
of the children of Israel complained against
Moses and against Aaron, saying, “Youhave
killed the LORD’s people!”

42 When the congregation was assem-
bled against Moses and against Aaron, they
looked towards the Tent of Meeting. Be-
hold, the cloud covered it, and the LORD’s
glory appeared.

43Moses and Aaron came to the front of
the Tent of Meeting.

44The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
45 “Get away from amongst this congre-

gation, that I may consume them in a mo-
ment!” They fell on their faces.

46Moses said to Aaron, “Take your censer,
put fire from the altar in it, lay incense on
it, carry it quickly to the congregation, and
make atonement for them; for wrath has
gone out from the LORD! The plague has
begun.”

47 Aaron did as Moses said, and ran into
themiddle of the assembly. The plague had
already begun amongst the people. He put
on the incense, andmadeatonement for the
people.

48 He stood between the dead and the
living; and the plague was stayed.

49Nowthosewhodiedby theplaguewere
fourteen thousand and seven hundred, in
addition to thosewhodied about thematter
of Korah.

50 Aaron returned to Moses to the door
of the Tent of Meeting, and the plague was
stopped.

17
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Speak to the children of Israel, and

take rods from them, one for each fathers’
house, of all their princes according to their
fathers’ houses, twelve rods. Write each
man’s name on his rod.

† 16:30: Sheol is the place of the dead. ‡ 16:33: Sheol is the place of the dead.
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3 You shall write Aaron’s name on Levi’s
rod. There shall be one rod for each head of
their fathers’ houses.

4 You shall lay them up in the Tent of
Meeting before the covenant, where I meet
with you.

5 It shall happen that the rod of the man
whom I shall choose shall bud. I will
make the murmurings of the children of Is-
rael,which theymurmuragainst you, cease
fromme.”

6 Moses spoke to the children of Israel;
and all their princes gave him rods, for
each prince one, according to their fathers’
houses, a total of twelve rods. Aaron’s rod
was amongst their rods.

7Moses laid up the rods before the LORD
in the Tent of the Testimony.

8 On the next day, Moses went into the
Tent of the Testimony; and behold, Aaron’s
rod for the house of Levi had sprouted,
budded, produced blossoms, and bore ripe
almonds.

9 Moses brought out all the rods from
before the LORD to all the children of Israel.
They looked, and eachman took his rod.

10 The LORD said to Moses, “Put back the
rodofAaronbefore the covenant, to bekept
for a tokenagainst the childrenof rebellion;
that you may make an end of their com-
plaining against me, that they not die.”

11Moses did so. As the LORD commanded
him, so he did.

12 The children of Israel spoke to Moses,
saying, “Behold,weperish! Weareundone!
We are all undone!

13 Everyone who keeps approaching the
LORD’s tabernacle, dies! Will we all per-
ish?”

18
1 The LORD said to Aaron, “You and your

sons and your fathers’ house with you shall
bear the iniquity of the sanctuary; and you
and your sons with you shall bear the iniq-
uity of your priesthood.

2 Bring your brothers also, the tribe of
Levi, the tribe of your father, nearwith you,
that theymaybe joined to you, andminister
to you; but youandyour sonswith you shall
be before the Tent of the Testimony.

3They shall keep your commands and the
duty of the whole Tent; only they shall not
come near to the vessels of the sanctuary
and to the altar, that they not die, neither
they nor you.

4They shall be joined to you and keep the
responsibility of the Tent of Meeting, for all
the service of the Tent. A stranger shall not
come near to you.

5 “You shall perform the duty of the sanc-
tuary and the duty of the altar, that there be
nomore wrath on the children of Israel.

6Behold, I myself have taken your broth-
ers the Levites from amongst the children
of Israel. They are a gift to you, dedicated
to the LORD, to do the service of the Tent of
Meeting.

7 You and your sons with you shall keep
your priesthood for everything of the altar,
and for that within the veil. You shall serve.
I give you the service of the priesthood as a
gift. The stranger who comes near shall be
put to death.”

8 The LORD spoke to Aaron, “Behold, I
myself have given you the command of my
wave offerings, even all the holy things of
the children of Israel. I have given them to
you by reason of the anointing, and to your
sons, as a portion forever.

9 This shall be yours of the most holy
things from the fire: every offering of
theirs, even every meal offering of theirs,
and every sin offering of theirs, and every
trespass offering of theirs, which they shall
give to me, shall be most holy for you and
for your sons.

10 You shall eat of it like the most holy
things. Every male shall eat of it. It shall be
holy to you.

11 “This is yours, too: the wave offering of
their gift, even all the wave offerings of the
children of Israel. I have given them to you,
and toyour sonsand toyourdaughterswith
you, as a portion forever. Everyone who is
clean in your house shall eat of it.

12 “I have given to you all the best of the
oil, all the best of the vintage, and of the
grain, the first fruits of them which they
give to the LORD.

13The first-ripe fruits of all that is in their
land,which they bring to the LORD, shall be
yours. Everyonewho is clean in your house
shall eat of it.

14 “Everything devoted in Israel shall be
yours.

15Everything that opens the womb, of all
flesh which they offer to the LORD, both of
man and animal, shall be yours. Neverthe-
less, you shall surely redeem the firstborn
of man, and you shall redeem the firstborn
of unclean animals.

16 You shall redeem those who are to be
redeemed of them from a month old, ac-
cording to your estimation, for five shekels
of money, according to the shekel† of the
sanctuary, which weighs twenty gerahs.‡

17 “But you shall not redeem the firstborn
of a cow, or the firstborn of a sheep, or the
firstborn of a goat. They are holy. You shall

† 18:16: A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. ‡ 18:16: A gerah is about 0.5 grams or about 7.7 grains.
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sprinkle their blood on the altar, and shall
burn their fat for an offering made by fire,
for a pleasant aroma to the LORD.

18 Their meat shall be yours, as the wave
offering breast and as the right thigh, it
shall be yours.

19All thewave offerings of theholy things
which the children of Israel offer to the
LORD, I have given you and your sons and
your daughters with you, as a portion for-
ever. It is a covenant of salt forever before
the LORD to you and to your offspring with
you.”

20 The LORD said to Aaron, “You shall
have no inheritance in their land, neither
shall you have any portion amongst them.
I am your portion and your inheritance
amongst the children of Israel.

21 “To the children of Levi, behold, I have
given all the tithe in Israel for an inher-
itance, in return for their service which
they serve, even the service of the Tent of
Meeting.

22Henceforth the children of Israel shall
not come near the Tent ofMeeting, lest they
bear sin, and die.

23 But the Levites shall do the service of
the Tent of Meeting, and they shall bear
their iniquity. It shall be a statute forever
throughout your generations. Amongst the
children of Israel, they shall have no inher-
itance.

24 For the tithe of the children of Israel,
which they offer as a wave offering to the
LORD, I have given to the Levites for an
inheritance. Therefore I have said to them,
‘Amongst the children of Israel they shall
have no inheritance.’ ”

25The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
26 “Moreover you shall speak to the

Levites, and tell them, ‘When you take of
the children of Israel the tithe which I have
given you from them for your inheritance,
then you shall offer up a wave offering of it
for the LORD, a tithe of the tithe.

27 Your wave offering shall be credited
to you, as though it were the grain of the
threshing floor, and as the fullness of the
wine press.

28 Thus you also shall offer a wave offer-
ing to the LORDof all your tithes, which you
receive of the children of Israel; and of it
you shall give the LORD’s wave offering to
Aaron the priest.

29 Out of all your gifts, you shall offer
every wave offering to the LORD, of all its
best parts, even the holy part of it.’

30 “Therefore you shall tell them, ‘When
you heave its best from it, then it shall be
credited to the Levites as the increase of the
threshing floor, and as the increase of the
wine press.

31Youmay eat it anywhere, you and your
households, for it is your reward in return
for your service in the Tent of Meeting.

32 You shall bear no sin by reason of it,
when you have heaved from it its best. You
shall not profane the holy things of the chil-
dren of Israel, that you not die.’ ”

19
1The LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron,

saying,
2 “This is the statute of the law which the

LORD has commanded. Tell the children of
Israel to bring youa redheiferwithout spot,
in which is no defect, and which was never
yoked.

3 You shall give her to Eleazar the priest,
and he shall bring her outside of the camp,
and one shall kill her before his face.

4 Eleazar the priest shall take some of
her blood with his finger, and sprinkle her
blood towards the front of the Tent ofMeet-
ing seven times.

5Oneshall burn theheifer inhis sight; her
skin, and hermeat, and her blood, with her
dung, shall he burn.

6Thepriest shall takecedarwood, hyssop,
and scarlet, and cast it into themiddle of the
burning of the heifer.

7 Then the priest shall wash his clothes,
and he shall bathe his flesh in water, and
afterward he shall come into the camp,
and the priest shall be unclean until the
evening.

8Hewho burns her shall wash his clothes
in water, and bathe his flesh in water, and
shall be unclean until the evening.

9 “Aman who is clean shall gather up the
ashes of the heifer, and lay them up outside
of the camp in a clean place; and it shall be
kept for the congregation of the children of
Israel for use in water for cleansing impu-
rity. It is a sin offering.

10He who gathers the ashes of the heifer
shall wash his clothes, and be unclean until
the evening. It shall be to the children of
Israel, and to the strangerwho lives as a for-
eigner amongst them, for a statute forever.

11 “He who touches the dead body of any
man shall be unclean seven days.

12 He shall purify himself with water on
the third day, and on the seventh day he
shall be clean; but if he doesn’t purify him-
self the third day, then the seventh day he
shall not be clean.

13 Whoever touches a dead person, the
body of a man who has died, and doesn’t
purify himself, defiles the LORD’s taber-
nacle; and that soul shall be cut off from
Israel; because the water for impurity was
not sprinkled on him, he shall be unclean.
His uncleanness is yet on him.
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14 “This is the law when a man dies in
a tent: everyone who comes into the tent,
and everyone who is in the tent, shall be
unclean seven days.

15Every open vessel, which has no cover-
ing bound on it, is unclean.

16 “Whoever in the openfield touches one
who is slainwith a sword, or adeadbody, or
aboneof aman, or a grave, shall beunclean
seven days.

17 “For the unclean, they shall take of the
ashes of the burning of the sin offering; and
runningwater shall be poured on them in a
vessel.

18 A clean person shall take hyssop, dip
it in the water, and sprinkle it on the tent,
on all the vessels, on the persons who were
there, and onhimwho touched the bone, or
the slain, or the dead, or the grave.

19 The clean person shall sprinkle on the
unclean on the third day, and on the sev-
enth day. On the seventh day, he shall
purify him. He shall wash his clothes and
bathe himself in water, and shall be clean
at evening.

20But the man who shall be unclean, and
shall not purify himself, that soul shall be
cut off from amongst the assembly, because
he has defiled the sanctuary of the LORD.
The water for impurity has not been sprin-
kled on him. He is unclean.

21 It shall be a perpetual statute to them.
He who sprinkles the water for impurity
shall wash his clothes, and he who touches
the water for impurity shall be unclean un-
til evening.

22 “Whatever the unclean person touches
shall be unclean; and the soul that touches
it shall be unclean until evening.”

20
1 The children of Israel, even the whole

congregation, came into the wilderness of
Zin in the first month. The people stayed in
Kadesh. Miriamdied there, andwas buried
there.

2 There was no water for the congrega-
tion; and they assembled themselves to-
gether against Moses and against Aaron.

3 The people quarrelled with Moses, and
spoke, saying, “We wish that we had died
when our brothers died before the LORD!

4 Why have you brought the LORD’s as-
sembly into this wilderness, that we should
die there, we and our animals?

5Why have you made us to come up out
of Egypt, to bring us in to this evil place? It
is no place of seed, or of figs, or of vines, or
of pomegranates; neither is thereanywater
to drink.”

6 Moses and Aaron went from the pres-
ence of the assembly to the door of the Tent
of Meeting, and fell on their faces. The
LORD’s glory appeared to them.

7The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
8 “Take the rod, and assemble the congre-

gation, you, and Aaron your brother, and
speak to the rock before their eyes, that it
pour out its water. You shall bring water to
them out of the rock; so you shall give the
congregation and their livestock drink.”

9 Moses took the rod from before the
LORD, as he commanded him.

10Moses and Aaron gathered the assem-
bly together before the rock, and he said
to them, “Hear now, you rebels! Shall we
bring water out of this rock for you?”

11Moses lifteduphis hand, and struck the
rockwith his rod twice, andwater cameout
abundantly. The congregation and their
livestock drank.

12 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron,
“Because you didn’t believe in me, to sanc-
tify me in the eyes of the children of Israel,
therefore you shall not bring this assembly
into the land which I have given them.”

13 These are the waters of Meribah;† be-
cause the children of Israel strove with the
LORD, and he was sanctified in them.

14Moses sentmessengers fromKadesh to
the king of Edom, saying:

“Your brother Israel says: You know all
the travail that has happened to us;

15how our fathers went down into Egypt,
and we lived in Egypt a long time. The
Egyptians mistreated us and our fathers.

16When we cried to the LORD, he heard
our voice, sent an angel, and brought us out
of Egypt. Behold, we are in Kadesh, a city in
the edge of your border.

17 “Please let us pass through your land.
We will not pass through field or through
vineyard, neither will we drink from the
water of the wells. We will go along the
king’s highway. We will not turn away to
the right hand nor to the left, until we have
passed your border.”

18 Edom said to him, “You shall not pass
through me, lest I come out with the sword
against you.”

19 The children of Israel said to him, “We
will go up by the highway; and if we drink
your water, I and my livestock, then I will
give its price. Only let me, without doing
anything else, pass through onmy feet.”

20 He said, “You shall not pass through.”
Edomcameout against himwithmanypeo-
ple, and with a strong hand.

† 20:13: “Meribah” means “quarrelling”.
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21 Thus Edom refused to give Israel pas-
sage through his border, so Israel turned
away from him.

22 They travelled from Kadesh, and the
childrenof Israel, even thewhole congrega-
tion, came toMount Hor.

23 The LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron
in Mount Hor, by the border of the land of
Edom, saying,

24 “Aaron shall be gathered to his people;
for he shall not enter into the land which I
have given to the childrenof Israel, because
you rebelled against myword at the waters
of Meribah.

25 Take Aaron and Eleazar his son, and
bring them up toMount Hor;

26 and strip Aaron of his garments, and
put them on Eleazar his son. Aaron shall be
gathered, and shall die there.”

27 Moses did as the LORD commanded.
They went up onto Mount Hor in the sight
of all the congregation.

28Moses stripped Aaron of his garments,
and put them on Eleazar his son. Aaron
died there on the top of the mountain, and
Moses and Eleazar came down from the
mountain.

29 When all the congregation saw that
Aaronwas dead, theywept for Aaron thirty
days, even all the house of Israel.

21
1 The Canaanite, the king of Arad, who

lived in the South, heard that Israel came
by the way of Atharim. He fought against
Israel, and took some of them captive.

2 Israel vowed a vow to the LORD, and
said, “If you will indeed deliver this people
into my hand, then I will utterly destroy
their cities.”

3The LORD listened to the voice of Israel,
and delivered up the Canaanites; and they
utterly destroyed them and their cities. The
name of the place was called Hormah.†

4 They travelled from Mount Hor by the
way to the Red Sea, to go around the land
of Edom. The soul of the people was very
discouraged because of the journey.

5 The people spoke against God and
against Moses: “Why have you brought us
up out of Egypt to die in thewilderness? For
there is no bread, there is nowater, and our
soul loathes this disgusting food!”

6 The LORD sent venomous snakes
amongst thepeople, and theybit thepeople.
Many people of Israel died.

7 The people came to Moses, and said,
“We have sinned, because we have spoken
against the LORD and against you. Pray to

the LORD, that he take away the serpents
from us.” Moses prayed for the people.

8 The LORD said to Moses, “Make a ven-
omous snake, and set it on a pole. It shall
happen that everyone who is bitten, when
he sees it, shall live.”

9 Moses made a serpent of bronze, and
set it on the pole. If a serpent had bitten
any man, when he looked at the serpent of
bronze, he lived.

10 The children of Israel travelled, and
encamped in Oboth.

11 They travelled from Oboth, and en-
camped at Iyeabarim, in the wilderness
which is before Moab, towards the sunrise.

12 From there they travelled, and en-
camped in the valley of Zered.

13 From there they travelled, and en-
camped on the other side of the Arnon,
which is in thewilderness that comes out of
the border of the Amorites; for the Arnon is
the border of Moab, betweenMoab and the
Amorites.

14 Therefore it is said in The Book of the
Wars of the LORD, “Vaheb in Suphah, the
valleys of the Arnon,

15 the slope of the valleys that incline
towards the dwelling of Ar, leans on the
border of Moab.”

16 From there they travelled to Beer; that
is thewell of which the LORD said toMoses,
“Gather the people together, and I will give
themwater.”

17Then Israel sang this song:
“Spring up, well! Sing to it,

18 the well, which the princes dug,
which the nobles of the people dug,
with the sceptre, and with their poles.”

From the wilderness they travelled to
Mattanah;

19 and from Mattanah to Nahaliel; and
fromNahaliel to Bamoth;

20and fromBamoth to the valley that is in
thefield ofMoab, to the topof Pisgah,which
looks down on the desert.

21 Israel sent messengers to Sihon king of
the Amorites, saying,

22 “Let me pass through your land. We
will not turn away into field or vineyard.
We will not drink of the water of the wells.
We will go by the king’s highway, until we
have passed your border.”

23 Sihon would not allow Israel to pass
through his border, but Sihon gathered all
his people together, andwent out against Is-
rael into thewilderness, and came to Jahaz.
He fought against Israel.

24 Israel struck him with the edge of the
sword, and possessed his land from the
Arnon to the Jabbok, even to the children

† 21:3: “Hormah” means “destruction”.
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of Ammon; for the border of the children of
Ammonwas fortified.

25 Israel took all these cities. Israel lived
in all the cities of the Amorites, in Heshbon,
and in all its villages.

26 For Heshbon was the city of Sihon
the king of the Amorites, who had fought
against the former king of Moab, and taken
all his land out of his hand, even to the
Arnon.

27Therefore thosewho speak in proverbs
say,
“Come to Heshbon.

Let the city of Sihon be built and estab-
lished;

28 for a fire has gone out of Heshbon,
a flame from the city of Sihon.

It has devoured Ar of Moab,
The lords of the high places of the
Arnon.

29Woe to you, Moab!
You are undone, people of Chemosh!

He has given his sons as fugitives,
and his daughters into captivity,
to Sihon king of the Amorites.

30We have shot at them.
Heshbon has perished even to Dibon.

We have laid waste even to Nophah,
Which reaches to Medeba.”

31 Thus Israel lived in the land of the
Amorites.

32Moses sent to spy out Jazer. They took
its villages, anddrove out theAmoriteswho
were there.

33 They turned and went up by the way
of Bashan. Og the king of Bashan went out
against them, he and all his people, to battle
at Edrei.

34 The LORD said to Moses, “Don’t fear
him, for I have delivered him into your
hand, with all his people, and his land. You
shall do to him as you did to Sihon king of
the Amorites, who lived at Heshbon.”

35 So they struck him, with his sons and
allhispeople, until therewerenosurvivors;
and they possessed his land.

22
1The children of Israel travelled, and en-

camped in the plains of Moab beyond the
Jordan at Jericho.

2 Balak the son of Zippor saw all that
Israel had done to the Amorites.

3 Moab was very afraid of the people,
because they were many. Moab was dis-
tressed because of the children of Israel.

4Moab said to the elders of Midian, “Now
this multitude will lick up all that is around
us, as the ox licks up the grass of the field.”
Balak the son of Zippor was king of Moab

at that time.

5 He sent messengers to Balaam the son
of Beor, to Pethor, which is by the River, to
the land of the children of his people, to call
him, saying, “Behold, there is a people who
came out of Egypt. Behold, they cover the
surface of the earth, and they are staying
opposite me.

6 Please come now therefore, and curse
this people for me; for they are too mighty
forme. Perhaps I shall prevail, that wemay
strike them, and that I may drive them out
of the land; for I know that he whom you
bless is blessed, and he whom you curse is
cursed.”

7 The elders of Moab and the elders of
Midian departed with the rewards of div-
ination in theirhand. They came toBalaam,
and spoke to him the words of Balak.

8He said to them, “Lodge here this night,
and I will bring you word again, as the
LORD shall speak to me.” The princes of
Moab stayed with Balaam.

9God came toBalaam, and said, “Whoare
these menwith you?”

10 Balaam said to God, “Balak the son of
Zippor, king of Moab, has said to me,

11 ‘Behold, the people that has comeout of
Egypt covers the surface of the earth. Now,
come curse them for me. Perhaps I shall be
able to fight against them, and shall drive
them out.’ ”

12 God said to Balaam, “You shall not go
with them. You shall not curse the people,
for they are blessed.”

13 Balaam rose up in the morning, and
said to the princes of Balak, “Go to your
land; for the LORD refuses to permit me to
go with you.”

14 The princes of Moab rose up, and they
went to Balak, and said, “Balaam refuses to
comewith us.”

15 Balak again sent princes, more, and
more honourable than they.

16 They came to Balaam, and said to him,
“Balak the son of Zippor says, ‘Please let
nothing hinder you from coming to me,

17 for I will promote you to very great
honour, and whatever you say to me I will
do. Please come therefore, and curse this
people for me.’ ”

18 Balaam answered the servants of
Balak, “If Balak would give me his house
full of silver and gold, I can’t go beyond
the word of the LORD my God, to do less or
more.

19Now therefore please stay here tonight
aswell, that Imayknowwhat else theLORD
will speak to me.”

20God came to Balaam at night, and said
to him, “If the men have come to call you,
rise up, go with them; but only the word
which I speak to you, that you shall do.”
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21 Balaam rose up in the morning, and
saddled his donkey, and went with the
princes of Moab.

22 God’s anger burnt because he went;
and the LORD’s angel placed himself in the
way as an adversary against him. Now
he was riding on his donkey, and his two
servants were with him.

23 The donkey saw the LORD’s angel
standing in the way, with his sword drawn
in his hand; and the donkey turned out of
the path, and went into the field. Balaam
struck the donkey, to turn her into the path.

24 Then the LORD’s angel stood in a nar-
row path between the vineyards, a wall
being on this side, and a wall on that side.

25 The donkey saw the LORD’s angel, and
she thrust herself to the wall, and crushed
Balaam’s foot against the wall. He struck
her again.

26 The LORD’s angel went further, and
stood inanarrowplace,where therewasno
way to turn either to the right handor to the
left.

27 The donkey saw the LORD’s angel, and
she lay down under Balaam. Balaam’s
anger burnt, and he struck the donkeywith
his staff.

28TheLORDopened themouthof thedon-
key, and she said to Balaam, “What have I
done to you, that you have struck me these
three times?”

29 Balaam said to the donkey, “Because
you have mocked me, I wish there were a
sword in my hand, for now I would have
killed you.”

30 The donkey said to Balaam, “Am I not
your donkey, on which you have ridden all
your life long until today? Was I ever in the
habit of doing so to you?”
He said, “No.”
31Then the LORD opened the eyes of Bal-

aam, and he saw the LORD’s angel standing
in the way, with his sword drawn in his
hand; andhebowedhishead, and fell onhis
face.

32 The LORD’s angel said to him, “Why
have you struck your donkey these three
times? Behold, I have come out as an adver-
sary, because your way is perverse before
me.

33 The donkey saw me, and turned away
beforeme these three times. Unless shehad
turned away from me, surely now I would
have killed you, and saved her alive.”

34 Balaam said to the LORD’s angel, “I
have sinned; for I didn’t know that you
stood in thewayagainstme. Nowtherefore,
if it displeases you, I will go back again.”

35 The LORD’s angel said to Balaam, “Go
with the men; but you shall only speak the
word that I shall speak to you.”

SoBalaamwentwith theprincesofBalak.
36 When Balak heard that Balaam had

come, hewent out tomeet him to the City of
Moab, which is on the border of the Arnon,
which is in the utmost part of the border.

37 Balak said to Balaam, “Didn’t I
earnestly send for you to summon you?
Why didn’t you come to me? Am I not able
indeed to promote you to honour?”

38 Balaam said to Balak, “Behold, I have
come to you. Have I now any power at all to
speak anything? I will speak the word that
God puts in mymouth.”

39 Balaam went with Balak, and they
came to Kiriath Huzoth.

40 Balak sacrificed cattle and sheep, and
sent toBalaam, and to theprinceswhowere
with him.

41 In themorning, Balak tookBalaam, and
brought himup into the high places of Baal;
and he saw from there part of the people.

23
1Balaam said to Balak, “Build here seven

altars for me, and prepare here seven bulls
and seven rams for me.”

2 Balak did as Balaam had spoken; and
Balak and Balaam offered on every altar a
bull and a ram.

3 Balaam said to Balak, “Stand by your
burnt offering, and I will go. Perhaps the
LORD will come to meet me. Whatever he
showsme I will tell you.”
Hewent to a bare height.
4God met Balaam, and he said to him, “I

have prepared the seven altars, and I have
offered up a bull and a ram on every altar.”

5 The LORD put a word in Balaam’s
mouth, and said, “Return to Balak, and thus
you shall speak.”

6He returned to him, and behold, he was
standing by his burnt offering, he, and all
the princes of Moab.

7He took up his parable, and said,
“From Aram has Balak brought me,

thekingofMoab fromthemountainsof
the East.

Come, curse Jacob for me.
Come, defy Israel.

8 How shall I curse whom God has not
cursed?

How shall I defy whom the LORD has
not defied?

9For from the top of the rocks I see him.
From the hills I see him.

Behold, it is a people that dwells alone,
and shall not be listed amongst the na-
tions.

10Who can count the dust of Jacob,
or count the fourth part of Israel?

Let me die the death of the righteous!
Let my last end be like his!”
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11 Balak said to Balaam, “What have you
done to me? I took you to curse my ene-
mies, and behold, you have blessed them
altogether.”

12He answered and said, “Must I not take
heed to speak that which the LORD puts in
mymouth?”

13 Balak said to him, “Please come with
me to another place, where you may see
them. You shall see just part of them, and
shall not see them all. Curse them from
there for me.”

14He took him into the field of Zophim, to
the topof Pisgah, andbuilt sevenaltars, and
offered up a bull and a ram on every altar.

15 He said to Balak, “Stand here by your
burnt offering, while I meet God over
there.”

16The LORDmet Balaam, and put a word
in his mouth, and said, “Return to Balak,
and say this.”

17 He came to him, and behold, he was
standing by his burnt offering, and the
princes of Moab with him. Balak said to
him, “What has the LORD spoken?”

18He took up his parable, and said,
“Rise up, Balak, and hear!

Listen to me, you son of Zippor.
19God is not a man, that he should lie,

nor a sonofman, that he should repent.
Has he said, and he won’t do it?

Or has he spoken, and hewon’t make it
good?

20 Behold, I have received a command to
bless.

He has blessed, and I can’t reverse it.
21He has not seen iniquity in Jacob.

Neither has he seen perverseness in
Israel.

The LORD his God is with him.
The shout of a king is amongst them.

22God brings them out of Egypt.
He has as it were the strength of the
wild ox.

23 Surely there is no enchantment with Ja-
cob;

neither is there any divination with Is-
rael.

Now it shall be said of Jacob and of Israel,
‘What has God done!’

24Behold, a people rises up as a lioness.
As a lion he lifts himself up.

He shall not lie down until he eats of the
prey,

and drinks the blood of the slain.”
25 Balak said to Balaam, “Neither curse

them at all, nor bless them at all.”
26 But Balaam answered Balak, “Didn’t I

tell you, saying, ‘All that the LORD speaks,
that I must do’?”

27Balak said to Balaam, “Come now, I will
take you to another place; perhaps it will

please God that youmay curse them forme
from there.”

28 Balak took Balaam to the top of Peor,
that looks down on the desert.

29 Balaam said to Balak, “Build seven al-
tars for me here, and prepare seven bulls
and seven rams for me here.”

30 Balak did as Balaam had said, and of-
fered up a bull and a ram on every altar.

24
1 When Balaam saw that it pleased the

LORD to bless Israel, he didn’t go, as at the
other times, to use divination, but he set his
face towards the wilderness.

2 Balaam lifted up his eyes, and he saw
Israel dwelling according to their tribes;
and the Spirit of God came on him.

3He took up his parable, and said,
“Balaam the son of Beor says,

the manwhose eyes are open says;
4he says, who hears the words of God,

who sees the vision of the Almighty,
falling down, andhavinghis eyes open:

5How goodly are your tents, Jacob,
and your dwellings, Israel!

6As valleys they are spread out,
as gardens by the riverside,
as aloes which the LORD has planted,
as cedar trees beside the waters.

7Water shall flow from his buckets.
His seed shall be inmanywaters.

His king shall be higher than Agag.
His kingdom shall be exalted.

8God brings him out of Egypt.
He has as it were the strength of the
wild ox.

He shall consume the nations his adver-
saries,

shall break their bones in pieces,
and pierce themwith his arrows.

9He couched, he lay down as a lion,
as a lioness;
who shall rouse him up?

Everyone who blesses you is blessed.
Everyone who curses you is cursed.”

10 Balak’s anger burnt against Balaam,
and he struck his hands together. Balak
said to Balaam, “I called you to curse my
enemies, and, behold, you have altogether
blessed them these three times.

11 Therefore, flee to your place, now! I
thought to promote you to great honour;
but, behold, the LORD has kept you back
from honour.”

12 Balaam said to Balak, “Didn’t I also
tell your messengers whom you sent to me,
saying,

13 ‘If Balakwould givemehis house full of
silver andgold, I can’t gobeyond theLORD’s
word, to do either goodorbad frommyown
mind. I will say what the LORD says’?
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14Now, behold, I go tomy people. Come, I
will inform youwhat this people shall do to
your people in the latter days.”

15He took up his parable, and said,
“Balaam the son of Beor says,

the manwhose eyes are open says;
16he says, who hears the words of God,
knows the knowledge of theMost High,
and who sees the vision of the
Almighty,

falling down, andhavinghis eyes open:
17 I see him, but not now.

I see him, but not near.
A star will come out of Jacob.

A sceptre will rise out of Israel,
and shall strike through the corners of

Moab,
and crush all the sons of Sheth.

18Edom shall be a possession.
Seir, his enemy, also shall be a posses-
sion,

while Israel does valiantly.
19Out of Jacob shall one have dominion,

and shall destroy the remnant from the
city.”

20 He looked at Amalek, and took up his
parable, and said,
“Amalek was the first of the nations,

but his latter end shall come to destruc-
tion.”

21He looked at the Kenite, and took up his
parable, and said,
“Your dwelling place is strong.

Your nest is set in the rock.
22Nevertheless Kain shall be wasted,

until Asshur carries you away captive.”
23He took up his parable, and said,

“Alas, who shall live when God does this?
24But ships shall come from the coast of
Kittim.

They shall afflict Asshur, and shall afflict
Eber.

He also shall come to destruction.”
25Balaamroseup, andwentandreturned

to his place; and Balak also went his way.

25
1 Israel stayed in Shittim; and the people

began to play the prostitutewith the daugh-
ters of Moab;

2 for they called the people to the sac-
rifices of their gods. The people ate and
bowed down to their gods.

3 Israel joined himself to Baal Peor, and
the LORD’s anger burnt against Israel.

4 The LORD said to Moses, “Take all the
chiefs of the people, and hang them up to
the LORD before the sun, that the fierce
anger of the LORD may turn away from
Israel.”

5 Moses said to the judges of Israel, “Ev-
eryone kill his men who have joined them-
selves to Baal Peor.”

6 Behold, one of the children of Israel
came and brought to his brothers aMidian-
ite woman in the sight of Moses, and in the
sight of all the congregation of the children
of Israel, while they were weeping at the
door of the Tent of Meeting.

7When Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the
son of Aaron the priest, saw it, he rose up
from the middle of the congregation, and
took a spear in his hand.

8He went after the man of Israel into the
pavilion, and thrust both of them through,
the man of Israel, and the woman through
her body. So the plague was stopped
amongst the children of Israel.

9 Those who died by the plague were
twenty-four thousand.

10The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
11 “Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of

Aaron thepriest, has turnedmywrathaway
from the children of Israel, in that he was
jealous with my jealousy amongst them, so
that I didn’t consume the children of Israel
in my jealousy.

12Therefore say, ‘Behold, I give to himmy
covenant of peace.

13 It shall be to him, and to his offspring
after him, the covenant of an everlasting
priesthood, because he was jealous for his
God, and made atonement for the children
of Israel.’ ”

14Now the name of theman of Israel that
was slain, whowas slainwith theMidianite
woman, was Zimri, the son of Salu, a prince
of a fathers’ house amongst the Simeonites.

15The name of theMidianitewomanwho
was slain was Cozbi, the daughter of Zur.
He was head of the people of a fathers’
house inMidian.

16The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
17 “Harass the Midianites, and strike

them;
18 for they harassed you with their wiles,

wherein they have deceived you in themat-
ter of Peor, and in the incident regarding
Cozbi, the daughter of the prince ofMidian,
their sister, who was slain on the day of the
plague in thematter of Peor.”

26
1 After the plague, the LORD spoke to

Moses and to Eleazar the son of Aaron the
priest, saying,

2 “Take a census of all the congregation
of the children of Israel, from twenty years
old andupward, by their fathers’houses, all
who are able to go out to war in Israel.”
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3Moses and Eleazar the priest spokewith
them in the plains of Moab by the Jordan at
Jericho, saying,

4 “Take a census, from twenty years old
and upward, as the LORD commanded
Moses and the children of Israel.”
These are thosewho came out of the land

of Egypt.
5Reuben, the firstborn of Israel; the sons

of Reuben: of Hanoch, the family of the
Hanochites; of Pallu, the family of the Pal-
luites;

6 of Hezron, the family of the Hezronites;
of Carmi, the family of the Carmites.

7These are the families of theReubenites;
and those who were counted of them were
forty-three thousand and seven hundred
and thirty.

8The son of Pallu: Eliab.
9 The sons of Eliab: Nemuel, Dathan, and

Abiram. These are that Dathan and Abiram
who were called by the congregation, who
rebelled against Moses and against Aaron
in the company of Korah when they re-
belled against the LORD;

10 and the earth opened its mouth, and
swallowed them up together with Korah
when that companydied; at the time thefire
devoured two hundred and fifty men, and
they became a sign.

11 Notwithstanding, the sons of Korah
didn’t die.

12The sons of Simeon after their families:
of Nemuel, the family of the Nemuelites; of
Jamin, the family of the Jaminites; of Jachin,
the family of the Jachinites;

13of Zerah, the family of the Zerahites; of
Shaul, the family of the Shaulites.

14 These are the families of the Sime-
onites, twenty-two thousand and two hun-
dred.

15 The sons of Gad after their families:
of Zephon, the family of the Zephonites; of
Haggi, the family of the Haggites; of Shuni,
the family of the Shunites;

16ofOzni, the family of theOznites; of Eri,
the family of the Erites;

17 of Arod, the family of the Arodites; of
Areli, the family of the Arelites.

18 These are the families of the sons of
Gad according to those who were counted
of them, forty thousand and five hundred.

19The sons of Judah: Er andOnan. Er and
Onan died in the land of Canaan.

20 The sons of Judah after their families
were: of Shelah, the family of the Shelan-
ites; of Perez, the family of the Perezites; of
Zerah, the family of the Zerahites.

21 The sons of Perez were: of Hezron,
the family of the Hezronites; of Hamul, the
family of the Hamulites.

22These are the families of Judah accord-
ing to those who were counted of them,
seventy-six thousand and five hundred.

23 The sons of Issachar after their fami-
lies: of Tola, the family of the Tolaites; of
Puvah, the family of the Punites;

24 of Jashub, the family of the Jashubites;
of Shimron, the family of the Shimronites.

25 These are the families of Issachar ac-
cording to thosewhowere countedof them,
sixty-four thousand and three hundred.

26 The sons of Zebulun after their fami-
lies: of Sered, the family of the Seredites; of
Elon, the family of the Elonites; of Jahleel,
the family of the Jahleelites.

27 These are the families of the Zebulu-
nites according to those who were counted
of them, sixty thousand and five hundred.

28 The sons of Joseph after their families:
Manasseh and Ephraim.

29 The sons of Manasseh: of Machir, the
family of the Machirites; and Machir be-
came the father of Gilead; of Gilead, the
family of the Gileadites.

30 These are the sons of Gilead: of Iezer,
the family of the Iezerites; of Helek, the
family of the Helekites;

31 and Asriel, the family of the As-
rielites; and Shechem, the family of the
Shechemites;

32 and Shemida, the family of the
Shemidaites; and Hepher, the family of the
Hepherites.

33 Zelophehad the son of Hepher had no
sons, but daughters: and the names of
the daughters of Zelophehad were Mahlah,
Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah.

34 These are the families of Manasseh.
Thosewhowere countedof themwerefifty-
two thousand and seven hundred.

35 These are the sons of Ephraim after
their families: of Shuthelah, the family of
the Shuthelahites; of Becher, the family of
the Becherites; of Tahan, the family of the
Tahanites.

36 These are the sons of Shuthelah: of
Eran, the family of the Eranites.

37 These are the families of the sons
of Ephraim according to those who were
counted of them, thirty-two thousand and
five hundred. These are the sons of Joseph
after their families.

38 The sons of Benjamin after their fam-
ilies: of Bela, the family of the Belaites;
of Ashbel, the family of the Ashbelites; of
Ahiram, the family of the Ahiramites;

39 of Shephupham, the family of the
Shuphamites; of Hupham, the family of the
Huphamites.

40The sonsofBelawereArdandNaaman:
the family of the Ardites; and of Naaman,
the family of the Naamites.
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41 These are the sons of Benjamin after
their families; and thosewhowere counted
of them were forty-five thousand and six
hundred.

42 These are the sons of Dan after their
families: of Shuham, the family of the
Shuhamites. These are the families of Dan
after their families.

43 All the families of the Shuhamites, ac-
cording to thosewhowere countedof them,
were sixty-four thousand and four hun-
dred.

44 The sons of Asher after their families:
of Imnah, the family of the Imnites; of Ishvi,
the family of the Ishvites; of Beriah, the
family of the Berites.

45 Of the sons of Beriah: of Heber, the
family of the Heberites; of Malchiel, the
family of the Malchielites.

46The name of the daughter of Asherwas
Serah.

47 These are the families of the sons of
Asher according to thosewhowere counted
of them, fifty-three thousand and four hun-
dred.

48 The sons of Naphtali after their fami-
lies: of Jahzeel, the family of the Jahzeelites;
of Guni, the family of the Gunites;

49 of Jezer, the family of the Jezerites; of
Shillem, the family of the Shillemites.

50 These are the families of Naphtali ac-
cording to their families; and those who
were counted of themwere forty-five thou-
sand and four hundred.

51 These are those who were counted of
the children of Israel, six hundred and one
thousand and seven hundred and thirty.

52The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
53 “To these the land shall be divided for

an inheritance according to the number of
names.

54 To the more you shall give the more
inheritance, and to the fewer you shall give
the less inheritance. To everyone according
to those who were counted of him shall his
inheritance be given.

55 Notwithstanding, the land shall be di-
vided by lot. According to the names of the
tribes of their fathers they shall inherit.

56 According to the lot shall their inheri-
tance be divided between themore and the
fewer.”

57 These are those who were counted of
the Levites after their families: of Gershon,
the family of the Gershonites; of Kohath,
the family of the Kohathites; of Merari, the
family of the Merarites.

58 These are the families of Levi: the
family of the Libnites, the family of the
Hebronites, the family of the Mahlites, the
family of the Mushites, and the family of

the Korahites. Kohath became the father of
Amram.

59 The name of Amram’s wife was
Jochebed, the daughter of Levi, who was
born to Levi in Egypt. She bore to Amram
Aaron andMoses, andMiriam their sister.

60To Aaron were born Nadab and Abihu,
Eleazar and Ithamar.

61 Nadab and Abihu died when they of-
fered strange fire before the LORD.

62Those who were counted of themwere
twenty-three thousand, every male from a
month old and upward; for they were not
counted amongst the children of Israel, be-
cause there was no inheritance given them
amongst the children of Israel.

63 These are those who were counted by
Moses and Eleazar the priest, who counted
the children of Israel in the plains of Moab
by the Jordan at Jericho.

64But amongst these therewas not aman
of them who were counted by Moses and
Aaron the priest, who counted the children
of Israel in the wilderness of Sinai.

65 For the LORD had said of them, “They
shall surely die in the wilderness.” There
was not a man left of them, except Caleb
the son of Jephunneh, and Joshua the son of
Nun.

27
1 Then the daughters of Zelophehad, the

son of Hepher, the son of Gilead, the son of
Machir, the son of Manasseh, of the fam-
ilies of Manasseh the son of Joseph came
near. These are the names of his daughters:
Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah.

2They stoodbeforeMoses, before Eleazar
the priest, and before the princes and all
the congregation, at the door of the Tent of
Meeting, saying,

3 “Our father died in the wilderness. He
was not amongst the company of thosewho
gathered themselves together against the
LORD in the company of Korah, but he died
in his own sin. He had no sons.

4 Why should the name of our father be
taken away from amongst his family, be-
causehehadnoson? Give tousapossession
amongst the brothers of our father.”

5 Moses brought their cause before the
LORD.

6The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
7 “The daughters of Zelophehad speak

right. You shall surely give them a pos-
session of an inheritance amongst their fa-
ther’s brothers. You shall cause the inheri-
tance of their father to pass to them.

8You shall speak to the children of Israel,
saying, ‘If a man dies, and has no son, then
you shall causehis inheritance topass tohis
daughter.
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9 If hehasnodaughter, thenyou shall give
his inheritance to his brothers.

10 If he has no brothers, then you shall
give his inheritance to his father’s brothers.

11 If his father has no brothers, then you
shall give his inheritance to his kinsman
who is next to him of his family, and he
shall possess it. This shall be a statute and
ordinance for the children of Israel, as the
LORD commandedMoses.’ ”

12 The LORD said to Moses, “Go up into
this mountain of Abarim, and see the land
which I have given to the children of Israel.

13When you have seen it, you also shall
be gathered to your people, as Aaron your
brother was gathered;

14 because in the strife of the congrega-
tion, you rebelled against my word in the
wilderness of Zin, to honour me as holy
at the waters before their eyes.” (These
are the waters of Meribah of Kadesh in the
wilderness of Zin.)

15Moses spoke to the LORD, saying,
16 “Let the LORD, the God of the spirits of

all flesh, appoint a man over the congrega-
tion,

17who may go out before them, and who
may come in before them, and who may
lead them out, and whomay bring them in,
that the congregation of the LORD may not
be as sheep which have no shepherd.”

18 The LORD said to Moses, “Take Joshua
the son of Nun, aman inwhom is the Spirit,
and lay your hand on him.

19 Set him before Eleazar the priest, and
before all the congregation; and commis-
sion him in their sight.

20You shall give authority to him, that all
the congregation of the children of Israel
may obey.

21Heshall standbeforeEleazar thepriest,
who shall enquire forhimby the judgement
of the Urim before the LORD. At his word
they shall go out, and at his word they shall
come in, both he and all the children of
Israel with him, even all the congregation.”

22 Moses did as the LORD commanded
him. He took Joshua, and set him before
Eleazar the priest and before all the congre-
gation.

23He laid his hands on him and commis-
sioned him, as the LORD spoke byMoses.

28
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Command the children of Israel, and

tell them, ‘See that you presentmy offering,

my food for my offerings made by fire, as a
pleasant aroma tome, in their due season.’

3 You shall tell them, ‘This is the offering
made by fire which you shall offer to the
LORD: male lambs a year old without de-
fect, two day by day, for a continual burnt
offering.

4You shall offer theone lamb in themorn-
ing, and you shall offer the other lamb at
evening,

5with one tenth of an ephah† of fine flour
for a meal offering, mixed with the fourth
part of a hin‡ of beaten oil.

6 It is a continual burnt offering which
was ordained in Mount Sinai for a pleas-
ant aroma, an offering made by fire to the
LORD.

7 Its drink offering shall be the fourthpart
of a hin§ for each lamb. You shall pour out
a drink offering of strong drink to the LORD
in the holy place.

8 The other lamb you shall offer at
evening. As the meal offering of the
morning, and as its drink offering, you
shall offer it, an offering made by fire, for a
pleasant aroma to the LORD.

9 “ ‘On the Sabbath day, you shall offer
two male lambs a year old without defect,
and two tenths of an ephah† of fine flour for
ameal offeringmixedwith oil, and its drink
offering:

10 this is the burnt offering of every Sab-
bath, in addition to the continual burnt of-
fering and its drink offering.

11 “ ‘In the beginnings of your months,
you shall offer a burnt offering to the LORD:
two young bulls, one ram, seven male
lambs a year old without defect,

12 and three tenths of an ephah‡ of fine
flour for a meal offering mixed with oil, for
each bull; and two tenth parts of fine flour
for a meal offering mixed with oil, for the
one ram;

13 and one tenth part of fine flour mixed
with oil for a meal offering to every lamb,
as a burnt offering of a pleasant aroma, an
offeringmade by fire to the LORD.

14Their drink offerings shall be half a hin
of wine for a bull, the third part of a hin
for the ram, and the fourth part of a hin for
a lamb. This is the burnt offering of every
month throughout themonths of the year.

15 Also, one male goat for a sin offering
to the LORD shall be offered in addition to
the continual burnt offering and its drink
offering.

16 “ ‘In the first month, on the fourteenth
day of themonth, is the LORD’s Passover.

† 28:5: 1 ephah is about 22 litres or about 2/3 of a bushel ‡ 28:5: A hin is about 6.5 litres or 1.7 gallons. § 28:7:
One hin is about 6.5 litres, so 1/4 hin is about 1.6 litres or 1.7 quarts. † 28:9: 1 ephah is about 22 litres or about 2/3 of
a bushel ‡ 28:12: 1 ephah is about 22 litres or about 2/3 of a bushel
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17On the fifteenth day of this month shall
be a feast. Unleavened bread shall be eaten
for seven days.

18 In the first day shall be a holy convoca-
tion. You shall do no regular work,

19 but you shall offer an offering made
by fire, a burnt offering to the LORD: two
young bulls, one ram, and seven male
lambs a year old. They shall be without
defect,

20 with their meal offering, fine flour
mixed with oil. You shall offer three tenths
for a bull, and two tenths for the ram.

21You shall offer one tenth for every lamb
of the seven lambs;

22 and one male goat for a sin offering, to
make atonement for you.

23 You shall offer these in addition to the
burnt offering of the morning, which is for
a continual burnt offering.

24 In this way you shall offer daily, for
seven days, the food of the offering made
by fire, of a pleasant aroma to the LORD. It
shall be offered in addition to the continual
burnt offering and its drink offering.

25 On the seventh day you shall have a
holy convocation. You shall do no regular
work.

26“ ‘Also in thedayof thefirst fruits,when
you offer a new meal offering to the LORD
in your feast ofweeks, you shall have a holy
convocation. You shall do no regular work;

27 but you shall offer a burnt offering for
a pleasant aroma to the LORD: two young
bulls, one ram, sevenmale lambsayearold;

28 and their meal offering, fine flour
mixed with oil, three tenths for each bull,
two tenths for the one ram,

29 one tenth for every lamb of the seven
lambs;

30 and one male goat, to make atonement
for you.

31 Besides the continual burnt offering
and its meal offering, you shall offer them
and their drink offerings. See that they are
without defect.

29
1 “ ‘In the seventh month, on the first day

of the month, you shall have a holy convo-
cation; you shall do no regular work. It is a
day of blowing of trumpets to you.

2 You shall offer a burnt offering for a
pleasant aroma to the LORD: one young
bull, one ram, seven male lambs a year old
without defect;

3and theirmeal offering, fineflourmixed
withoil: three tenths for thebull, two tenths
for the ram,

4 and one tenth for every lamb of the
seven lambs;

5 and one male goat for a sin offering, to
make atonement for you;

6 in addition to the burnt offering of the
new moon with its meal offering, and the
continual burnt offeringwith itsmeal offer-
ing, and their drink offerings, according to
their ordinance, for a pleasant aroma, an
offeringmade by fire to the LORD.

7“ ‘On the tenthdayof this seventhmonth
youshall haveaholy convocation. Youshall
afflict your souls. You shall do no kind of
work;

8but you shall offer aburnt offering to the
LORD for a pleasant aroma: one youngbull,
one ram, seven male lambs a year old, all
without defect;

9and theirmeal offering, fineflourmixed
withoil: three tenths for thebull, two tenths
for the one ram,

10 one tenth for every lamb of the seven
lambs;

11 one male goat for a sin offering, in
addition to the sin offering of atonement,
and the continual burnt offering, and its
meal offering, and their drink offerings.

12 “ ‘On the fifteenth day of the seventh
month you shall have a holy convocation.
Youshall donoregularwork. Youshall keep
a feast to the LORD seven days.

13 You shall offer a burnt offering, an of-
fering made by fire, of a pleasant aroma to
the LORD: thirteen young bulls, two rams,
fourteenmale lambs a year old, all without
defect;

14 and their meal offering, fine flour
mixed with oil: three tenths for every bull
of the thirteen bulls, two tenths for each
ram of the two rams,

15 and one tenth for every lamb of the
fourteen lambs;

16 and one male goat for a sin offering, in
addition to the continual burnt offering, its
meal offering, and its drink offering.

17 “ ‘On the second day you shall offer
twelve young bulls, two rams, and fourteen
male lambs a year old without defect;

18and their meal offering and their drink
offerings for the bulls, for the rams, and for
the lambs, according to their number, after
the ordinance;

19 and one male goat for a sin offering,
in addition to the continual burnt offering,
with its meal offering and their drink offer-
ings.

20 “ ‘On the third day: eleven bulls, two
rams, fourteen male lambs a year old with-
out defect;

21and their meal offering and their drink
offerings for the bulls, for the rams, and for
the lambs, according to their number, after
the ordinance;
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22 and one male goat for a sin offering,
in addition to the continual burnt offering,
and itsmeal offering, and its drink offering.

23“ ‘On the fourthday tenbulls, two rams,
fourteen male lambs a year old without
defect;

24 their meal offering and their drink of-
ferings for the bulls, for the rams, and for
the lambs, according to their number, after
the ordinance;

25 and one male goat for a sin offering; in
addition to the continual burnt offering, its
meal offering, and its drink offering.

26“ ‘On thefifth day: nine bulls, two rams,
fourteen male lambs a year old without
defect;

27and their meal offering and their drink
offerings for the bulls, for the rams, and for
the lambs, according to their number, after
the ordinance,

28 and one male goat for a sin offering,
in addition to the continual burnt offering,
and itsmeal offering, and its drink offering.

29 “ ‘On the sixth day: eight bulls, two
rams, fourteen male lambs a year old with-
out defect;

30and their meal offering and their drink
offerings for the bulls, for the rams, and for
the lambs, according to their number, after
the ordinance,

31 and one male goat for a sin offering; in
addition to the continual burnt offering, its
meal offering, and the drink offerings of it.

32 “ ‘On the seventh day: seven bulls, two
rams, fourteen male lambs a year old with-
out defect;

33and their meal offering and their drink
offerings for the bulls, for the rams, and for
the lambs, according to their number, after
the ordinance,

34 and one male goat for a sin offering; in
addition to the continual burnt offering, its
meal offering, and its drink offering.

35 “ ‘On the eighth day you shall have a
solemn assembly. You shall do no regular
work;

36 but you shall offer a burnt offering, an
offering made by fire, a pleasant aroma to
the LORD: one bull, one ram, seven male
lambs a year old without defect;

37 their meal offering and their drink of-
ferings for the bull, for the ram, and for the
lambs, shall be according to their number,
after the ordinance,

38 and one male goat for a sin offering,
in addition to the continual burnt offering,
with its meal offering, and its drink offer-
ing.

39 “ ‘You shall offer these to the LORD in
your set feasts—in addition to your vows
and your freewill offerings—for your burnt

offerings, your meal offerings, your drink
offerings, and your peace offerings.’ ”

40 Moses told the children of Israel ac-
cording to all that the LORD commanded
Moses.

30
1 Moses spoke to the heads of the tribes

of the children of Israel, saying, “This is the
thing which the LORD has commanded.

2When a man vows a vow to the LORD,
or swears an oath to bind his soul with a
bond, he shall not break his word. He shall
do according to all that proceeds out of his
mouth.

3 “Also, when awoman vows a vow to the
LORD and binds herself by a pledge, being
in her father’s house, in her youth,

4 and her father hears her vow and her
pledge with which she has bound her soul,
and her father says nothing to her, then all
her vows shall stand, and every pledgewith
which she has bound her soul shall stand.

5 But if her father forbids her in the day
that he hears, none of her vows or of her
pledgeswithwhich she has bound her soul,
shall stand. The LORD will forgive her,
because her father has forbidden her.

6 “If she has a husband, while her vows
are on her, or the rash utterance of her lips
with which she has bound her soul,

7andherhusbandhears it, and says noth-
ing to her in the day that he hears it; then
her vows shall stand, and her pledges with
which she has bound her soul shall stand.

8But if her husband forbids her in theday
that hehears it, thenhemakes voidher vow
which is on her and the rash utterance of
her lips,withwhich shehas boundher soul.
The LORDwill forgive her.

9 “But the vow of a widow, or of her who
is divorced, everything with which she has
bound her soul shall stand against her.

10“If shevowed inherhusband’shouseor
bound her soul by a bondwith an oath,

11 and her husband heard it, and held his
peace at her and didn’t disallow her, then
all her vows shall stand, and every pledge
with which she bound her soul shall stand.

12But if her husbandmade themnull and
void in the day that he heard them, then
whatever proceeded out of her lips con-
cerning her vows, or concerning the bond
of her soul, shall not stand. Her husband
hasmade them void. The LORDwill forgive
her.

13 Every vow, and every binding oath to
afflict the soul, her husband may establish
it, or her husbandmaymake it void.

14 But if her husband says nothing to her
from day to day, then he establishes all her
vows or all her pledges which are on her.
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He has established them, because he said
nothing to her in the day that he heard
them.

15But if hemakes themnull andvoidafter
he has heard them, then he shall bear her
iniquity.”

16 These are the statutes which the LORD
commandedMoses, between aman and his
wife, between a father and his daughter,
being in her youth, in her father’s house.

31
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Avenge the children of Israel on the

Midianites. Afterward you shall be gath-
ered to your people.”

3Moses spoke to the people, saying, “Arm
men from amongst you for war, that they
may go against Midian, to execute the
LORD’s vengeance onMidian.

4Youshall sendone thousandoutof every
tribe, throughout all the tribes of Israel, to
the war.”

5So therewere delivered, out of the thou-
sandsof Israel, a thousand fromevery tribe,
twelve thousand armed for war.

6Moses sent them, one thousand of every
tribe, to the war with Phinehas the son
of Eleazar the priest, to the war, with the
vessels of the sanctuary and the trumpets
for the alarm in his hand.

7They fought againstMidian, as theLORD
commandedMoses. Theykilledeverymale.

8They killed the kings of Midian with the
rest of their slain: Evi, Rekem, Zur, Hur,
and Reba, the five kings of Midian. They
also killed Balaam the son of Beor with the
sword.

9The children of Israel took thewomenof
Midian captivewith their little ones; and all
their livestock, all their flocks, and all their
goods, they took as plunder.

10 All their cities in the places in which
they lived, and all their encampments, they
burnt with fire.

11 They took all the captives, and all the
plunder, both of man and of animal.

12Theybrought thecaptiveswith theprey
and the plunder, to Moses, and to Eleazar
the priest, and to the congregation of the
children of Israel, to the camp at the plains
ofMoab,which are by the Jordan at Jericho.

13 Moses and Eleazar the priest, with all
the princes of the congregation, went out to
meet them outside of the camp.

14 Moses was angry with the officers of
the army, the captains of thousands and the
captains of hundreds, who came from the
service of the war.

15Moses said to them, “Haveyou savedall
the women alive?

16Behold, these caused the children of Is-
rael, through the counsel ofBalaam, to com-
mit trespass against the LORD in thematter
of Peor, and so the plague was amongst the
congregation of the LORD.

17Now therefore kill everymale amongst
the little ones, and kill every woman who
has knownman by lying with him.

18 But all the girls, who have not known
man by lying with him, keep alive for your-
selves.

19 “Encamp outside of the camp for seven
days. Whoever has killed any person,
and whoever has touched any slain, purify
yourselves on the third day and on the sev-
enth day, you and your captives.

20You shall purify every garment, and all
that is made of skin, and all work of goats’
hair, and all things made of wood.”

21 Eleazar the priest said to the men of
war who went to the battle, “This is the
statute of the lawwhich the LORD has com-
mandedMoses.

22 However the gold, and the silver, the
bronze, the iron, the tin, and the lead,

23everything thatmaywithstand the fire,
you shall make to go through the fire, and
it shall be clean; nevertheless it shall be
purified with the water for impurity. All
that doesn’t withstand the fire you shall
make to go through the water.

24You shall wash your clothes on the sev-
enth day, and you shall be clean. Afterward
you shall come into the camp.”

25The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
26“Count theplunder thatwas taken, both

of man and of animal, you, and Eleazar the
priest, and the heads of the fathers’ house-
holds of the congregation;

27 and divide the plunder into two parts:
between the men skilled in war, who went
out to battle, and all the congregation.

28Levya tribute to theLORDof themenof
war whowent out to battle: one soul of five
hundred; of the persons, of the cattle, of the
donkeys, and of the flocks.

29 Take it from their half, and give it to
Eleazar the priest, for the LORD’s wave of-
fering.

30Of the childrenof Israel’s half, you shall
take one drawn out of every fifty, of the
persons, of the cattle, of the donkeys, and of
theflocks, of all the livestock, and give them
to the Levites, who perform the duty of the
LORD’s tabernacle.”

31Moses and Eleazar the priest did as the
LORD commandedMoses.

32 Now the plunder, over and above the
booty which the men of war took, was six
hundred and seventy-five thousand sheep,

33 seventy-two thousand head of cattle,
34 sixty-one thousand donkeys,
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35and thirty-two thousand persons in all,
of the women who had not known man by
lying with him.

36 The half, which was the portion of
those who went out to war, was in number
three hundred and thirty-seven thousand
and five hundred sheep;

37and theLORD’s tribute of the sheepwas
six hundred and seventy-five.

38 The cattle were thirty-six thousand, of
which the LORD’s tribute was seventy-two.

39The donkeys were thirty thousand and
five hundred, of which the LORD’s tribute
was sixty-one.

40 The persons were sixteen thousand, of
whom the LORD’s tribute was thirty-two
persons.

41Moses gave the tribute, which was the
LORD’s wave offering, to Eleazar the priest,
as the LORD commandedMoses.

42 Of the children of Israel’s half, which
Moses divided off from themenwho fought

43 (now the congregation’s half was three
hundred and thirty-seven thousand and
five hundred sheep,

44 thirty-six thousand head of cattle,
45 thirty thousand and five hundred don-

keys,
46and sixteen thousand persons),
47 even of the children of Israel’s half,

Moses took one drawn out of every fifty,
both of man and of animal, and gave them
to the Levites, who performed the duty of
the LORD’s tabernacle, as the LORD com-
mandedMoses.

48 The officers who were over the thou-
sands of the army, the captains of thou-
sands, and the captains of hundreds, came
near to Moses.

49Theysaid toMoses, “Yourservantshave
taken the sum of the men of war who are
under our command, and there lacks not
oneman of us.

50We have brought the LORD’s offering,
what every man found: gold ornaments,
armlets, bracelets, signet rings, earrings,
and necklaces, to make atonement for our
souls before the LORD.”

51Moses and Eleazar the priest took their
gold, even all worked jewels.

52 All the gold of the wave offering that
they offered up to the LORD, of the cap-
tains of thousands, and of the captains of
hundreds, was sixteen thousand and seven
hundred and fifty shekels.†

53Themen of war had taken booty, every
man for himself.

54 Moses and Eleazar the priest took the
gold of the captains of thousands and of
hundreds, and brought it into the Tent of

Meeting for a memorial for the children of
Israel before the LORD.

32
1 Now the children of Reuben and the

children of Gad had a very great multitude
of livestock. They saw the land of Jazer, and
the land of Gilead. Behold, the place was a
place for livestock.

2 Then the children of Gad and the chil-
dren of Reuben came and spoke to Moses,
and to Eleazar the priest, and to the princes
of the congregation, saying,

3 “Ataroth, Dibon, Jazer, Nimrah, Hesh-
bon, Elealeh, Sebam, Nebo, and Beon,

4 the land which the LORD struck before
the congregation of Israel, is a land for live-
stock; and your servants have livestock.”

5 They said, “If we have found favour in
your sight, let this land be given to your
servants for a possession. Don’t bring us
over the Jordan.”

6Moses said to the children of Gad, and to
the children of Reuben, “Shall your broth-
ers go to war while you sit here?

7Why do you discourage the heart of the
children of Israel from going over into the
land which the LORD has given them?

8 Your fathers did so when I sent them
from Kadesh Barnea to see the land.

9 For when they went up to the valley of
Eshcol, and saw the land, they discouraged
the heart of the children of Israel, that they
should not go into the landwhich the LORD
had given them.

10 The LORD’s anger burnt in that day,
and he swore, saying,

11 ‘Surely none of the men who came up
out of Egypt, from twenty years old and
upward, shall see the land which I swore
to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob; because
they have not wholly followedme,

12 except Caleb the son of Jephunneh the
Kenizzite, and Joshua the son of Nun, be-
cause they have followed the LORD com-
pletely.’

13 The LORD’s anger burnt against Israel,
and he made them wander back and forth
in the wilderness forty years, until all the
generationwhohaddone evil in the LORD’s
sight was consumed.

14 “Behold, you have risen up in your
fathers’ place, an increase of sinful men,
to increase the fierce anger of the LORD
towards Israel.

15For if you turn away from after him, he
will yet again leave them in the wilderness;
and you will destroy all these people.”

† 31:52: A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 16,750 shekels is about 167.5 kilograms or about 368.5
pounds.
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16 They came near to him, and said, “We
will build sheepfolds here for our livestock,
and cities for our little ones;

17 but we ourselves will be ready armed
to go before the children of Israel, until
we have brought them to their place. Our
little ones shall dwell in the fortified cities
because of the inhabitants of the land.

18We will not return to our houses until
the children of Israel have all received their
inheritance.

19 For we will not inherit with them on
the other side of the Jordan and beyond,
because our inheritance has come to us on
this side of the Jordan eastward.”

20 Moses said to them: “If you will do
this thing, if you will arm yourselves to go
before the LORD to the war,

21 and every one of your armed men will
pass over the Jordan before the LORD until
he has driven out his enemies from before
him,

22 and the land is subdued before the
LORD; then afterward you shall return, and
be clear of obligation to the LORD and to Is-
rael. Then this landshallbeyourpossession
before the LORD.

23 “But if you will not do so, behold, you
have sinned against the LORD; and be sure
your sin will find you out.

24 Build cities for your little ones, and
folds for your sheep; and do that which has
proceeded out of yourmouth.”

25 The children of Gad and the children
of Reuben spoke to Moses, saying, “Your
servants will do as my lord commands.

26 Our little ones, our wives, our flocks,
and all our livestock shall be there in the
cities of Gilead;

27 but your servants will pass over, every
manwho is armed forwar, before theLORD
to battle, as my lord says.”

28 So Moses commanded concerning
them toEleazar thepriest, and to Joshua the
son of Nun, and to the heads of the fathers’
households of the tribes of the children of
Israel.

29Moses said to them, “If the children of
Gad and the children of Reuben will pass
with you over the Jordan, every man who
is armed to battle before the LORD, and the
land is subdued before you, then you shall
give them the land of Gilead for a posses-
sion;

30 but if they will not pass over with
you armed, they shall have possessions
amongst you in the land of Canaan.”

31The children of Gad and the children of
Reubenanswered, saying, “As theLORDhas
said to your servants, so will we do.

32 We will pass over armed before the
LORD into the land of Canaan, and the

possession of our inheritance shall remain
with us beyond the Jordan.”

33 Moses gave to them, even to the chil-
dren of Gad, and to the children of Reuben,
and to the half-tribe of Manasseh the son
of Joseph, the kingdom of Sihon king of the
Amorites, and the kingdom of Og king of
Bashan; the land, according to its cities and
borders, even the cities of the surrounding
land.

34 The children of Gad built Dibon,
Ataroth, Aroer,

35Atroth-shophan, Jazer, Jogbehah,
36BethNimrah, and BethHaran: fortified

cities and folds for sheep.
37The children of Reuben built Heshbon,

Elealeh, Kiriathaim,
38Nebo, and Baal Meon, (their names be-

ing changed), and Sibmah. They gave other
names to the cities which they built.

39The children of Machir the son of Man-
asseh went to Gilead, took it, and dispos-
sessed the Amorites whowere therein.

40Moses gave Gilead to Machir the son of
Manasseh; and he lived therein.

41 Jair the son ofManassehwent and took
its villages, and called themHavvoth Jair.

42 Nobah went and took Kenath and its
villages, and called it Nobah, after his own
name.

33
1 These are the journeys of the children

of Israel, when they went out of the land
of Egypt by their armies under the hand of
Moses and Aaron.

2 Moses wrote the starting points of
their journeys by the commandment of the
LORD. These are their journeys according
to their starting points.

3They travelled fromRameses in the first
month, on the fifteenth day of the first
month; on the next day after the Passover,
the children of Israel went out with a high
hand in the sight of all the Egyptians,

4 while the Egyptians were burying all
their firstborn, whom the LORD had struck
amongst them. The LORD also executed
judgements on their gods.

5 The children of Israel travelled from
Rameses, and encamped in Succoth.

6 They travelled from Succoth, and en-
camped in Etham, which is in the edge of
the wilderness.

7 They travelled from Etham, and turned
back to Pihahiroth, which is before Baal
Zephon, and they encamped beforeMigdol.

8 They travelled from before Hahiroth,
and crossed through the middle of the sea
into the wilderness. They went three days’
journey in the wilderness of Etham, and
encamped inMarah.



Numbers 33:9 152 Numbers 33:55

9 They travelled from Marah, and came
to Elim. In Elim, there were twelve springs
of water and seventy palm trees, and they
encamped there.

10 They travelled from Elim, and en-
camped by the Red Sea.

11 They travelled from the Red Sea, and
encamped in the wilderness of Sin.

12 They travelled from the wilderness of
Sin, and encamped in Dophkah.

13 They travelled from Dophkah, and en-
camped in Alush.

14 They travelled from Alush, and en-
camped in Rephidim, where there was no
water for the people to drink.

15They travelled from Rephidim, and en-
camped in the wilderness of Sinai.

16 They travelled from the wilderness of
Sinai, and encamped in Kibroth Hattaavah.

17 They travelled from Kibroth Hat-
taavah, and encamped in Hazeroth.

18 They travelled from Hazeroth, and en-
camped in Rithmah.

19 They travelled from Rithmah, and en-
camped in Rimmon Perez.

20 They travelled from Rimmon Perez,
and encamped in Libnah.

21 They travelled from Libnah, and en-
camped in Rissah.

22 They travelled from Rissah, and en-
camped in Kehelathah.

23 They travelled from Kehelathah, and
encamped inMount Shepher.

24 They travelled from Mount Shepher,
and encamped in Haradah.

25 They travelled from Haradah, and en-
camped inMakheloth.

26 They travelled from Makheloth, and
encamped in Tahath.

27 They travelled from Tahath, and en-
camped in Terah.

28 They travelled from Terah, and en-
camped inMithkah.

29 They travelled from Mithkah, and en-
camped in Hashmonah.

30 They travelled from Hashmonah, and
encamped inMoseroth.

31 They travelled fromMoseroth, and en-
camped in Bene Jaakan.

32 They travelled from Bene Jaakan, and
encamped in Hor Haggidgad.

33 They travelled from Hor Haggidgad,
and encamped in Jotbathah.

34They travelled from Jotbathah, and en-
camped in Abronah.

35 They travelled from Abronah, and en-
camped in Ezion Geber.

36 They travelled from Ezion Geber, and
encamped at Kadesh in the wilderness of
Zin.

37 They travelled from Kadesh, and en-
camped in Mount Hor, in the edge of the
land of Edom.

38 Aaron the priest went up into Mount
Hor at the commandment of the LORD and
died there, in the fortieth year after the
children of Israel had come out of the land
of Egypt, in the fifth month, on the first day
of themonth.

39 Aaron was one hundred and twenty-
three years old when he died inMount Hor.

40 The Canaanite king of Arad, who lived
in the South in the land of Canaan, heard of
the coming of the children of Israel.

41 They travelled from Mount Hor, and
encamped in Zalmonah.

42They travelled fromZalmonah, and en-
camped in Punon.

43 They travelled from Punon, and en-
camped in Oboth.

44 They travelled from Oboth, and en-
camped in Iye Abarim, in the border of
Moab.

45 They travelled from Iyim, and en-
camped in Dibon Gad.

46 They travelled from Dibon Gad, and
encamped in Almon Diblathaim.

47They travelled fromAlmonDiblathaim,
and encamped in themountains of Abarim,
before Nebo.

48 They travelled from the mountains of
Abarim, and encamped in the plains of
Moab by the Jordan at Jericho.

49 They encamped by the Jordan, from
Beth Jeshimoth even to Abel Shittim in the
plains of Moab.

50 The LORD spoke to Moses in the plains
of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho, saying,

51 Speak to the children of Israel, and tell
them, “When you pass over the Jordan into
the land of Canaan,

52 then you shall drive out all the inhab-
itants of the land from before you, destroy
all their stone idols, destroy all theirmolten
images, and demolish all their high places.

53 You shall take possession of the land,
and dwell therein; for I have given the land
to you to possess it.

54You shall inherit the land by lot accord-
ing to your families; to the larger groups
you shall give a larger inheritance, and to
the smaller you shall give a smaller inher-
itance. Wherever the lot falls to any man,
that shall be his. You shall inherit according
to the tribes of your fathers.

55 “But if you do not drive out the inhab-
itants of the land from before you, then
those you let remain of them will be like
pricks inyour eyes and thorns inyour sides.
They will harass you in the land in which
you dwell.
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56 It shall happen that as I thought to do to
them, so I will do to you.”

34
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Command the children of Israel, and

tell them, ‘When you come into the land of
Canaan (this is the land that shall fall to you
for an inheritance, even the land of Canaan
according to its borders),

3 then your south quarter shall be from
the wilderness of Zin along by the side of
Edom, and your south border shall be from
the end of the Salt Sea eastward.

4Your border shall turn about southward
of the ascent ofAkrabbim, andpass along to
Zin; and it shall pass southward of Kadesh
Barnea; and it shall go from there to Hazar
Addar, and pass along to Azmon.

5 The border shall turn about from Az-
mon to the brook of Egypt, and it shall end
at the sea.

6 “ ‘For thewestern border, you shall have
the great sea and its border. This shall be
your west border.

7 “ ‘This shall be your north border: from
the great sea you shall mark out for your-
selves Mount Hor.

8 From Mount Hor you shall mark out to
the entrance of Hamath; and the border
shall pass by Zedad.

9Then the border shall go to Ziphron, and
it shall end at Hazar Enan. This shall be
your north border.

10 “ ‘You shall mark out your east border
fromHazar Enan to Shepham.

11 The border shall go down from Shep-
ham to Riblah, on the east side of Ain. The
border shall go down, and shall reach to the
side of the sea of Chinnereth eastward.

12The border shall go down to the Jordan,
and end at the Salt Sea. This shall be your
land according to its borders around it.’ ”

13 Moses commanded the children of Is-
rael, saying, “This is the land which you
shall inherit by lot, which the LORD has
commanded to give to the nine tribes, and
to the half-tribe;

14 for the tribe of the children of Reuben
according to their fathers’ houses, the tribe
of the children of Gad according to their
fathers’ houses, and the half-tribe of Man-
asseh have received their inheritance.

15 The two tribes and the half-tribe have
received their inheritance beyond the Jor-
dan at Jericho eastward, towards the sun-
rise.”

16The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
17 “These are the names of the men who

shall divide the land to you for inheritance:

Eleazar the priest, and Joshua the son of
Nun.

18You shall take one prince of every tribe,
to divide the land for inheritance.

19These are the names of themen: Of the
tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of Jephunneh.

20Of the tribe of the children of Simeon,
Shemuel the son of Ammihud.

21Of the tribe of Benjamin, Elidad the son
of Chislon.

22 Of the tribe of the children of Dan a
prince, Bukki the son of Jogli.

23Of the children of Joseph: of the tribe of
the children of Manasseh a prince, Hanniel
the son of Ephod.

24Of the tribe of the children of Ephraim
a prince, Kemuel the son of Shiphtan.

25Of the tribe of the children of Zebulun a
prince, Elizaphan the son of Parnach.

26Of the tribe of the children of Issachar
a prince, Paltiel the son of Azzan.

27 Of the tribe of the children of Asher a
prince, Ahihud the son of Shelomi.

28Of the tribe of the children of Naphtali
a prince, Pedahel the son of Ammihud.”

29 These are they whom the LORD com-
manded to divide the inheritance to the
children of Israel in the land of Canaan.

35
1 The LORD spoke to Moses in the plains

of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho, saying,
2 “Command the children of Israel to give

to the Levites cities to dwell in out of their
inheritance. You shall give pasture lands
for the cities around them to the Levites.

3 They shall have the cities to dwell in.
Their pasture lands shall be for their live-
stock, and for their possessions, and for all
their animals.

4 “The pasture lands of the cities, which
you shall give to the Levites, shall be from
the wall of the city and outward one thou-
sand cubits† around it.

5 You shall measure outside of the city
for the east side two thousand cubits, and
for the south side two thousand cubits, and
for the west side two thousand cubits, and
for the north side two thousand cubits, the
city being in the middle. This shall be the
pasture lands of their cities.

6 “The cities which you shall give to the
Levites, they shall be the six cities of refuge,
which you shall give for the man slayer to
flee to. Besides them you shall give forty-
two cities.

7All the cities which you shall give to the
Levites shall be forty-eight cities together
with their pasture lands.

† 35:4: A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimetres.
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8 Concerning the cities which you shall
give of the possession of the children of
Israel, from the many you shall take many,
and from the few you shall take few. Every-
one according to his inheritance which he
inherits shall give some of his cities to the
Levites.”

9The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
10 “Speak to the children of Israel, and tell

them, ‘When you pass over the Jordan into
the land of Canaan,

11 then you shall appoint for yourselves
cities to be cities of refuge for you, that
the man slayer who kills any person unwit-
tingly may flee there.

12The cities shall be for your refuge from
the avenger, that the man slayer not die
until he stands before the congregation for
judgement.

13The cities which you shall give shall be
for you six cities of refuge.

14 You shall give three cities beyond the
Jordan, and you shall give three cities in
the land of Canaan. They shall be cities of
refuge.

15 These six cities shall be refuge for the
children of Israel, for the stranger, and for
the foreigner living amongst them, that ev-
eryone who kills any person unwittingly
may flee there.

16 “ ‘But if he struck him with an instru-
ment of iron, so that he died, he is a mur-
derer. The murderer shall surely be put to
death.

17 If he struck him with a stone in the
hand, bywhich amanmay die, and he died,
he is amurderer. Themurderer shall surely
be put to death.

18 Or if he struck him with a weapon of
wood in the hand, by which a man may
die, and he died, he is a murderer. The
murderer shall surely be put to death.

19 The avenger of blood shall himself put
themurderer todeath. Whenhemeetshim,
he shall put him to death.

20 If he shoved him out of hatred, or
hurled something at him while lying in
wait, so that he died,

21or in hostility struck himwith his hand,
so that he died, he who struck him shall
surely be put to death. He is a murderer.
The avenger of blood shall put the mur-
derer to death when hemeets him.

22 “ ‘But if he shoved him suddenly with-
out hostility, or hurled on him anything
without lying in wait,

23or with any stone, bywhich amanmay
die, not seeing him, and cast it on him so
that he died, and he was not his enemy and
not seeking his harm,

24 then the congregation shall judge be-
tween the striker and the avenger of blood
according to these ordinances.

25The congregation shall deliver theman
slayer out of the hand of the avenger of
blood, and the congregation shall restore
him to his city of refuge, where he had fled.
He shall dwell therein until the death of the
highpriest, whowas anointedwith theholy
oil.

26 “ ‘But if theman slayer shall at any time
go beyond the border of his city of refuge
where he flees,

27and the avenger of blood finds himout-
side of the border of his city of refuge, and
the avenger of blood kills theman slayer, he
shall not be guilty of blood,

28 because he should have remained in
his city of refuge until the death of the high
priest. But after the death of the high priest,
the man slayer shall return into the land of
his possession.

29 “ ‘These things shall be for a statute and
ordinance to you throughout your genera-
tions in all your dwellings.

30 “ ‘Whoever kills any person, the mur-
derer shall be slain based on the testimony
of witnesses; but one witness shall not tes-
tify aloneagainst anyperson so that hedies.

31 “ ‘Moreover you shall take no ransom
for the life of a murderer who is guilty of
death. He shall surely be put to death.

32“ ‘You shall takeno ransomforhimwho
has fled to his city of refuge, that he may
come again to dwell in the land before the
death of the priest.

33 “ ‘So you shall not pollute the land
where you live; for blood pollutes the land.
No atonement can be made for the land for
the blood that is shed in it, but by the blood
of himwho shed it.

34You shall not defile the land which you
inhabit, where I dwell; for I, the LORD,
dwell amongst the children of Israel.’ ”

36
1 The heads of the fathers’ households of

the family of the children of Gilead, the son
of Machir, the son of Manasseh, of the fam-
ilies of the sons of Joseph, came near and
spoke beforeMoses and before the princes,
the heads of the fathers’ households of the
children of Israel.

2 They said, “The LORD commanded my
lord to give the land for inheritance by lot
to the children of Israel. My lord was com-
mandedby theLORDtogive the inheritance
of Zelophehadour brother to his daughters.

3 If they are married to any of the sons
of the other tribes of the children of Israel,
then their inheritance will be taken away
from the inheritance of our fathers, and
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will be added to the inheritance of the tribe
to which they shall belong. So it will be
taken away from the lot of our inheritance.

4Whenthe jubileeof thechildrenof Israel
comes, then their inheritancewill be added
to the inheritance of the tribe to which
they shall belong. So their inheritance will
be taken away from the inheritance of the
tribe of our fathers.”

5Mosescommanded thechildrenof Israel
according to the LORD’s word, saying, “The
tribe of the sons of Joseph speak what is
right.

6 This is the thing which the LORD
commands concerning the daughters of
Zelophehad, saying, ‘Let them be married
to whom they think best, only they shall
marry into the family of the tribe of their
father.

7So shall no inheritance of the childrenof
Israel move from tribe to tribe; for the chil-
dren of Israel shall all keep the inheritance
of the tribe of his fathers.

8Every daughterwho possesses an inher-
itance in any tribe of the children of Israel
shall bewife to one of the family of the tribe
of her father, that the children of Israelmay
each possess the inheritance of his fathers.

9 So shall no inheritance move from one
tribe to another tribe; for the tribes of the
children of Israel shall each keep his own
inheritance.’ ”

10The daughters of Zelophehad did as the
LORD commandedMoses:

11 for Mahlah, Tirzah, Hoglah, Milcah,
and Noah, the daughters of Zelophehad,
were married to their father’s brothers’
sons.

12 They were married into the families
of the sons of Manasseh the son of Joseph.
Their inheritance remained in the tribe of
the family of their father.

13 These are the commandments and the
ordinances which the LORD commanded
by Moses to the children of Israel in the
plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho.
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The Fifth Book ofMoses,
Commonly Called
Deuteronomy

1These are the words whichMoses spoke
to all Israel beyond the Jordan in thewilder-
ness, in the Arabah opposite Suf, between
Paran, Tophel, Laban, Hazeroth, and Diza-
hab.

2 It is eleven days’ journey fromHoreb by
the way of Mount Seir to Kadesh Barnea.

3 In the fortieth year, in the eleventh
month, on the first day of themonth, Moses
spoke to the children of Israel according to
all that the LORD† had given him in com-
mandment to them,

4after he had struck Sihon the king of the
Amorites who lived in Heshbon, and Og the
king of Bashan who lived in Ashtaroth, at
Edrei.

5Beyond the Jordan, in the land of Moab,
Moses began to declare this law, saying,

6 “The LORD our God‡ spoke to us in
Horeb, saying, ‘You have lived long enough
at this mountain.

7 Turn, and take your journey, and go to
the hill country of the Amorites and to all
the places near there: in the Arabah, in the
hill country, in the lowland, in the South, by
the seashore, in the land of the Canaanites,
and in Lebanon as far as the great river, the
river Euphrates.

8 Behold,§ I have set the land before
you. Go in and possess the land which the
LORD swore to your fathers—to Abraham,
to Isaac, and to Jacob—to give to them and
to their offspring† after them.’ ”

9 I spoke to you at that time, saying, “I am
not able to bear youmyself alone.

10TheLORDyourGodhasmultiplied you,
and behold, you are today as the stars of the
sky for multitude.

11May the LORD, the God of your fathers,
make you a thousand times as many as you
are and bless you, as he has promised you!

12Howcan Imyself alone bear your prob-
lems, your burdens, and your strife?

13 Take wise men of understanding who
are respected amongst your tribes, and I
will make them heads over you.”

14You answered me, and said, “The thing
which you have spoken is good to do.”

15 So I took the heads of your tribes, wise
and respected men, and made them heads
over you, captains of thousands, captains

of hundreds, captains of fifties, captains of
tens, and officers, according to your tribes.

16 I commanded your judges at that time,
saying, “Hear cases between your brothers
and judge righteously between a man and
his brother, and the foreigner who is living
with him.

17 You shall not show partiality in judge-
ment; you shall hear the small and the great
alike. You shall not be afraid of the face of
man, for the judgement is God’s. The case
that is too hard for you, you shall bring to
me, and I will hear it.”

18 I commanded you at that time all the
things which you should do.

19 We travelled from Horeb and went
through all that great and terrible wilder-
ness which you saw, by the way to the
hill country of the Amorites, as the LORD
our God commanded us; and we came to
Kadesh Barnea.

20 I said to you, “You have come to the hill
country of the Amorites, which the LORD
our God gives to us.

21Behold, the LORD your God has set the
land before you. Go up, take possession,
as the LORD the God of your fathers has
spoken to you. Don’t be afraid, neither be
dismayed.”

22You came near to me, everyone of you,
and said, “Let’s send men before us, that
they may search the land for us, and bring
back to us word of the way by which we
must go up, and the cities to which we shall
come.”

23 The thing pleased me well. I took
twelve of your men, one man for every
tribe.

24 They turned and went up into the hill
country, and came to the valley of Eshcol,
and spied it out.

25 They took some of the fruit of the land
in their hands and brought it down to us,
and brought us word again, and said, “It is
a good land which the LORD our God gives
to us.”

26 Yet you wouldn’t go up, but rebelled
against the commandment of the LORD
your God.

27You murmured in your tents, and said,
“Because theLORDhatedus, hehasbrought
us out of the land of Egypt, to deliver us into
the hand of the Amorites to destroy us.

28Where are we going up? Our brothers
havemade our heartmelt, saying, ‘The peo-
ple aregreaterand taller thanwe. Thecities

† 1:3: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew
,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). ‡ 1:6: The Hebrew word rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). § 1:8:
“Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection. † 1:8:
or, seed
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are great and fortified up to the sky. More-
over we have seen the sons of the Anakim
there!’ ”

29 Then I said to you, “Don’t be terrified.
Don’t be afraid of them.

30 The LORD your God, who goes before
you, he will fight for you, according to all
that he did for you in Egypt before your
eyes,

31 and in the wilderness where you have
seen how that the LORD your God carried
you, as a man carries his son, in all the way
that youwent, until you came to this place.”

32 Yet in this thing you didn’t believe the
LORD your God,

33 who went before you on the way, to
seek out a place for you to pitch your tents
in: infirebynight, to showyoubywhatway
you should go, and in the cloud by day.

34 The LORD heard the voice of your
words and was angry, and swore, saying,

35 “Surely not one of thesemen of this evil
generation shall see the good land which I
swore to give to your fathers,

36 except Caleb the son of Jephunneh. He
shall see it. I will give the land that he
has trodden on to him and to his children,
because he has wholly followed the LORD.”

37 Also the LORD was angry with me for
your sakes, saying, “You also shall not go in
there.

38 Joshua the son of Nun, who stands be-
fore you, shall go in there. Encourage him,
for he shall cause Israel to inherit it.

39 Moreover your little ones, whom you
said would be captured or killed, your chil-
dren,who todayhavenoknowledgeof good
or evil, shall go in there. I will give it to
them, and they shall possess it.

40 But as for you, turn, and take your
journey into the wilderness by the way to
the Red Sea.”

41Thenyouansweredandsaid tome, “We
have sinned against the LORD. We will go
up and fight, according to all that the LORD
ourGod commandedus.” Everymanof you
put onhisweaponsofwar, andpresumed to
go up into the hill country.

42The LORD said to me, “Tell them, ‘Don’t
go up and don’t fight; for I am not amongst
you, lest you be struck before your ene-
mies.’ ”

43 So I spoke to you, and you didn’t listen;
but you rebelledagainst the commandment
of the LORD, and were presumptuous, and
went up into the hill country.

44 The Amorites, who lived in that hill
country, came out against you and chased
you as bees do, and beat you down in Seir,
even to Hormah.

45 You returned and wept before the
LORD, but the LORD didn’t listen to your
voice, nor turn his ear to you.

46 So you stayed in Kadesh many days,
according to the days that you remained.

2
1 Then we turned, and took our journey

into the wilderness by the way to the Red
Sea, as the LORD spoke to me; and we en-
circledMount Seir many days.

2The LORD spoke to me, saying,
3 “You have encircled this mountain long

enough. Turn northward.
4Command the people, saying, ‘You are to

pass through the border of your brothers,
the children of Esau, who dwell in Seir; and
they will be afraid of you. Therefore be
careful.

5 Don’t contend with them; for I will not
give you any of their land, no, not so much
as for the sole of the foot to tread on, be-
cause I have given Mount Seir to Esau for a
possession.

6 You shall purchase food from them for
money, that youmay eat. You shall also buy
water from them for money, that you may
drink.’ ”

7 For the LORD your God has blessed you
inall theworkofyourhands. Hehasknown
yourwalking through this greatwilderness.
These forty years, the LORD your God has
been with you. You have lacked nothing.

8 So we passed by from our brothers, the
children of Esau, who dwell in Seir, from
the way of the Arabah from Elath and from
Ezion Geber. We turned and passed by the
way of the wilderness of Moab.

9 The LORD said to me, “Don’t bother
Moab, neither contend with them in battle;
for I will not give you any of his land for a
possession, because I have given Ar to the
children of Lot for a possession.”

10 (The Emim lived there before, a great
and numerous people, and tall as the
Anakim.

11 These also are considered to be
Rephaim, as the Anakim; but the Moabites
call them Emim.

12TheHorites also lived inSeir in thepast,
but the children of Esau succeeded them.
They destroyed them from before them,
and lived in their place, as Israel did to the
landofhispossession,which theLORDgave
to them.)

13 “Now rise up and cross over the brook
Zered.” Wewent over the brook Zered.

14 The days in which we came from
Kadesh Barnea until we had come over the
brook Zered were thirty-eight years, until
all the generation of the men of war were
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consumed from the middle of the camp, as
the LORD swore to them.

15Moreover the LORD’s handwas against
them, to destroy them from the middle of
the camp, until they were consumed.

16 So, when all the men of war were con-
sumed and dead from amongst the people,

17 the LORD spoke to me, saying,
18 “You are to pass over Ar, the border of

Moab, today.
19When you come near the border of the

children of Ammon, don’t bother them, nor
contend with them; for I will not give you
any of the land of the children of Ammon
for a possession, because I have given it to
the children of Lot for a possession.”

20 (That also is considered a land of
Rephaim. Rephaim lived there in the past,
but the Ammonites call themZamzummim,

21 a great people, many, and tall, as the
Anakim; but the LORD destroyed them
from before Israel, and they succeeded
them, and lived in their place,

22 as he did for the children of Esau
who dwell in Seir, when he destroyed the
Horites from before them; and they suc-
ceeded them, and lived in their place even
to this day.

23 Then the Avvim, who lived in villages
as far as Gaza: the Caphtorim, who came
out of Caphtor, destroyed them and lived in
their place.)

24 “Rise up, take your journey, and pass
over the valley of the Arnon. Behold, I have
given into your hand Sihon the Amorite,
king of Heshbon, and his land; begin to
possess it, and contend with him in battle.

25 Today I will begin to put the dread of
you and the fear of you on the peoples who
are under thewhole sky, who shall hear the
report of you, and shall tremble and be in
anguish because of you.”

26 I sentmessengers out of thewilderness
of Kedemoth to Sihon king of Heshbonwith
words of peace, saying,

27 “Let me pass through your land. I will
go along by the highway. I will turn neither
to the right hand nor to the left.

28You shall sell me food for money, that I
may eat; and givemewater for money, that
Imay drink. Just let me pass through onmy
feet,

29 as the children of Esau who dwell in
Seir, and the Moabites who dwell in Ar, did
to me, until I pass over the Jordan into the
land which the LORD our God gives us.”

30 But Sihon king of Heshbon would not
let us pass by him, for the LORD your God
hardened his spirit and made his heart ob-
stinate, that he might deliver him into your
hand, as it is today.

31 The LORD said to me, “Behold, I have
begun to deliver up Sihon and his land be-
fore you. Begin to possess, that you may
inherit his land.”

32Then Sihon came out against us, he and
all his people, to battle at Jahaz.

33 The LORD our God delivered him up
before us; and we struck him, his sons, and
all his people.

34We took all his cities at that time, and
utterly destroyed every inhabited city, with
the women and the little ones. We left no
one remaining.

35Only the livestock we took for plunder
for ourselves, with the plunder of the cities
which we had taken.

36 From Aroer, which is on the edge of
the valley of the Arnon, and the city that is
in the valley, even to Gilead, there was not
a city too high for us. The LORD our God
delivered up all before us.

37Only to the land of the children of Am-
mon you didn’t come near: all the banks of
the river Jabbok, and the cities of the hill
country, and wherever the LORD our God
forbade us.

3
1 Then we turned, and went up the way

to Bashan. Og the king of Bashan came out
against us, he and all his people, to battle at
Edrei.

2 The LORD said to me, “Don’t fear him;
for I have delivered him, with all his people
and his land, into your hand. You shall
do to him as you did to Sihon king of the
Amorites, who lived at Heshbon.”

3So the LORD our God also delivered into
our hand Og, the king of Bashan, and all his
people. We struck him until no onewas left
to him remaining.

4We took all his cities at that time. There
was not a city which we didn’t take from
them: sixty cities, all the region of Argob,
the kingdom of Og in Bashan.

5 All these were cities fortified with high
walls, gates, and bars, in addition to a great
many villages without walls.

6We utterly destroyed them, as we did to
Sihon king of Heshbon, utterly destroying
every inhabited city, with the women and
the little ones.

7But all the livestock, and the plunder of
the cities,we took forplunder for ourselves.

8We took the land at that time out of the
hand of the two kings of the Amorites who
were beyond the Jordan, from the valley of
the Arnon toMount Hermon.

9 (The Sidonians call Hermon Sirion, and
the Amorites call it Senir.)
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10We took all the cities of the plain, and
all Gilead, and all Bashan, to Salecah and
Edrei, cities of the kingdomofOg inBashan.

11 (For only Og king of Bashan remained
of the remnant of the Rephaim. Behold, his
bedstead was a bedstead of iron. Isn’t it in
Rabbah of the children of Ammon? Nine
cubits† was its length, and four cubits its
width, after the cubit of a man.)

12 This land we took in possession at that
time: from Aroer, which is by the valley
of the Arnon, and half the hill country of
Gilead with its cities, I gave to the Reuben-
ites and to the Gadites;

13 and the rest of Gilead, and all Bashan,
the kingdom of Og, I gave to the half-tribe
of Manasseh—all the region of Argob, even
all Bashan. (The same is called the land of
Rephaim.

14 Jair the son of Manasseh took all the
region of Argob, to the border of the Geshu-
rites and the Maacathites, and called them,
even Bashan, after his own name, Havvoth
Jair, to this day.)

15 I gave Gilead to Machir.
16 To the Reubenites and to the Gadites

I gave from Gilead even to the valley of
the Arnon, the middle of the valley, and its
border, even to the river Jabbok, which is
the border of the children of Ammon;

17 the Arabah also, and the Jordan and its
border, from Chinnereth even to the sea of
the Arabah, the Salt Sea, under the slopes of
Pisgah eastward.

18 I commanded you at that time, saying,
“TheLORDyourGodhasgivenyou this land
to possess it. All of you men of valour shall
pass over armed before your brothers, the
children of Israel.

19 But your wives, and your little ones,
and your livestock, (I know that you have
much livestock), shall live in your cities
which I have given you,

20until the LORD gives rest to your broth-
ers, as to you, and they also possess the
land which the LORD your God gives them
beyond the Jordan. Then you shall each
return to his own possession, which I have
given you.”

21 I commanded Joshua at that time, say-
ing, “Your eyes have seen all that the LORD
your God has done to these two kings. So
shall theLORDdo toall thekingdomswhere
you go over.

22 You shall not fear them; for the LORD
your God himself fights for you.”

23 I begged GOD at that time, saying,
24 “Lord‡ GOD, you have begun to show

your servant your greatness, and your

strong hand. For what god is there in
heaven or in earth that can do works like
yours, andmighty acts like yours?

25 Please let me go over and see the good
land that is beyond the Jordan, that fine
mountain, and Lebanon.”

26 But the LORD was angry with me be-
cause of you, and didn’t listen to me. The
LORD said tome, “That is enough! Speak no
more to me of this matter.

27 Go up to the top of Pisgah, and lift
up your eyes westward, and northward,
and southward, and eastward, and seewith
your eyes; for you shall not go over this
Jordan.

28But commission Joshua, and encourage
him, and strengthen him; for he shall go
over before this people, and he shall cause
them to inherit the land which you shall
see.”

29 So we stayed in the valley near Beth
Peor.

4
1 Now, Israel, listen to the statutes and

to the ordinances which I teach you, to
do them, that you may live and go in and
possess the land which the LORD, the God
of your fathers, gives you.

2 You shall not add to the word which I
command you, neither shall you take away
from it, that you may keep the command-
ments of the LORD your God which I com-
mand you.

3 Your eyes have seen what the LORD
did because of Baal Peor; for the LORD
your God has destroyed all the men who
followed Baal Peor from amongst you.

4 But you who were faithful to the LORD
your God are all alive today.

5 Behold, I have taught you statutes and
ordinances, even as the LORDmyGod com-
manded me, that you should do so in the
middle of the land where you go in to pos-
sess it.

6 Keep therefore and do them; for this
is your wisdom and your understanding in
the sight of the peoples who shall hear all
these statutes and say, “Surely this great
nation is awise andunderstandingpeople.”

7For what great nation is there that has a
god so near to them as the LORD our God is
whenever we call on him?

8 What great nation is there that has
statutes and ordinances so righteous as all
this lawwhich I set before you today?

9 Only be careful, and keep your soul
diligently, lest you forget the things which
your eyes saw, and lest they depart from

† 3:11: A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimetres. ‡ 3:24: The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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your heart all the days of your life; but
make them known to your children and
your children’s children—

10 the day that you stood before the LORD
your God in Horeb, when the LORD said to
me, “Assemble the people to me, and I will
make them hear my words, that they may
learn to fear me all the days that they live
on the earth, and that they may teach their
children.”

11 You came near and stood under the
mountain. The mountain burnt with fire to
the heart of the sky, with darkness, cloud,
and thick darkness.

12 The LORD spoke to you out of the mid-
dle of thefire: youheard the voice ofwords,
but you saw no form; you only heard a
voice.

13He declared to you his covenant, which
he commanded you to perform, even the
ten commandments. Hewrote themon two
stone tablets.

14The LORD commanded me at that time
to teach you statutes and ordinances, that
youmight do them in the landwhere you go
over to possess it.

15Be very careful, for you saw no kind of
form on the day that the LORD spoke to you
in Horeb out of themiddle of the fire,

16 lest you corrupt yourselves, and make
yourself a carved image in the form of any
figure, the likeness of male or female,

17 the likeness of any animal that is on the
earth, the likeness of any winged bird that
flies in the sky,

18 the likeness of anything that creeps on
the ground, the likeness of anyfish that is in
the water under the earth;

19and lest you lift up your eyes to the sky,
andwhenyousee the sunand themoonand
the stars, even all the army of the sky, you
are drawn away and worship them, and
serve them, which the LORD your God has
allotted to all the peoples under the whole
sky.

20 But the LORD has taken you, and
brought you out of the iron furnace, out of
Egypt, to be to him a people of inheritance,
as it is today.

21Furthermore the LORDwas angrywith
me for your sakes, and swore that I should
not go over the Jordan, and that I shouldnot
go in to that good landwhich theLORDyour
God gives you for an inheritance;

22but Imust die in this land. Imust not go
over the Jordan, but you shall go over and
possess that good land.

23Be careful, lest you forget the covenant
of the LORD your God, which hemade with
you, andmakeyourselvesacarved image in
the form of anything which the LORD your
God has forbidden you.

24 For the LORD your God is a devouring
fire, a jealous God.

25 When you father children and chil-
dren’s children, and you have been long
in the land, and then corrupt yourselves,
and make a carved image in the form of
anything, and do that which is evil in the
LORD your God’s sight to provoke him to
anger,

26 I call heaven and earth to witness
against you today, that you will soon ut-
terly perish from off the land which you go
over the Jordan to possess it. You will not
prolong your days on it, but will utterly be
destroyed.

27The LORDwill scatter you amongst the
peoples, and youwill be left few in number
amongst the nations where the LORD will
lead you away.

28 There you will serve gods, the work of
men’s hands, wood and stone, which nei-
ther see, nor hear, nor eat, nor smell.

29But from there you shall seek the LORD
your God, and you will find him when you
search after him with all your heart and
with all your soul.

30 When you are in oppression, and all
these things have come on you, in the latter
days you shall return to the LORD your God
and listen to his voice.

31 For the LORD your God is a merciful
God. He will not fail you nor destroy you,
nor forget the covenant of your fathers
which he swore to them.

32 For ask now of the days that are past,
which were before you, since the day that
God created man on the earth, and from
the one end of the sky to the other, whether
there has been anything as great as this
thing is, or has been heard like it?

33Did a people ever hear the voice of God
speakingout of themiddle of thefire, as you
have heard, and live?

34Or has God tried to go and take a nation
for himself from amongst another nation,
by trials, by signs, by wonders, by war, by a
mighty hand, by an outstretched arm, and
by great terrors, according to all that the
LORD your God did for you in Egypt before
your eyes?

35 It was shown to you so that you might
know that the LORD is God. There is no one
else besides him.

36Out of heaven he made you to hear his
voice, that he might instruct you. On earth
he made you to see his great fire; and you
heardhiswordsoutof themiddleof thefire.

37 Because he loved your fathers, there-
fore he chose their offspring after them,
andbroughtyououtwithhispresence,with
his great power, out of Egypt;
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38 to drive out nations from before you
greater andmightier than you, to bring you
in, to give you their land for an inheritance,
as it is today.

39 Know therefore today, and take it to
heart, that the LORD himself is God in
heaven above and on the earth beneath.
There is no one else.

40You shall keep his statutes and his com-
mandments which I command you today,
that it may go well with you and with your
children after you, and that you may pro-
long your days in the land which the LORD
your God gives you for all time.

41 Then Moses set apart three cities be-
yond the Jordan towards the sunrise,

42 that the man slayer might flee there,
who kills his neighbour unintentionally
and didn’t hate him in time past, and that
fleeing to one of these cities hemight live:

43 Bezer in the wilderness, in the plain
country, for the Reubenites; and Ramoth in
Gilead for the Gadites; and Golan in Bashan
for theManassites.

44 This is the law which Moses set before
the children of Israel.

45 These are the testimonies, and the
statutes, and the ordinances which Moses
spoke to the children of Israel when they
came out of Egypt,

46 beyond the Jordan, in the valley oppo-
site Beth Peor, in the land of Sihon king of
the Amorites, who lived at Heshbon, whom
Moses and the children of Israel struck
when they came out of Egypt.

47They tookpossessionofhis landand the
land of Og king of Bashan, the two kings of
the Amorites, who were beyond the Jordan
towards the sunrise;

48 from Aroer, which is on the edge of the
valley of the Arnon, even to Mount Siyon
(also called Hermon),

49 and all the Arabah beyond the Jordan
eastward, even to the sea of the Arabah,
under the slopes of Pisgah.

5
1 Moses called to all Israel, and said to

them, “Hear, Israel, the statutes and the or-
dinances which I speak in your ears today,
that youmay learn them, and observe to do
them.”

2 The LORD our God made a covenant
with us in Horeb.

3 The LORD didn’t make this covenant
with our fathers, but with us, even us, who
are all of us here alive today.

4The LORD spokewith you face to face on
themountain out of themiddle of the fire,

5 (I stood between the LORD and you at
that time, to show you the LORD’s word;
for you were afraid because of the fire, and
didn’t go up onto themountain) saying,
6 “I am the LORD your God, who brought
youout of the landofEgypt, out of thehouse
of bondage.

7“You shall havenoother godsbeforeme.
8 “You shall not make a carved image for

yourself—any likeness of what is in heaven
above, or what is in the earth beneath, or
that is in the water under the earth.

9 You shall not bow yourself down to
them, nor serve them, for I, the LORD your
God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity
of the fathers on the children and on the
third and on the fourth generation of those
who hate me

10 and showing loving kindness to thou-
sands of those who love me and keep my
commandments.

11 “You shall not misuse the name of the
LORD† your God;‡ for the LORD will not
hold him guiltless whomisuses his name.

12 “Observe the Sabbath day, to keep it
holy, as the LORD your God commanded
you.

13 You shall labour six days, and do all
your work;

14 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the
LORD your God, in which you shall not do
any work—neither you, nor your son, nor
your daughter, nor your male servant, nor
your female servant, nor your ox, nor your
donkey, nor any of your livestock, nor your
strangerwho iswithin your gates; that your
male servant and your female servant may
rest as well as you.

15 You shall remember that you were a
servant in the land of Egypt, and the LORD
your God brought you out of there by a
mighty hand and by an outstretched arm.
Therefore the LORD your God commanded
you to keep the Sabbath day.

16 “Honour your father and your mother,
as the LORD your God commanded you,
that your days may be long and that it may
gowellwithyou in the landwhich theLORD
your God gives you.

17 “You shall not murder.
18 “You shall not commit adultery.
19 “You shall not steal.
20 “You shall not give false testimony

against your neighbour.
21 “You shall not covet your neighbour’s

wife. Neither shall you desire your neigh-
bour’s house, his field, or his male servant,
or his female servant, his ox, or his donkey,
or anything that is your neighbour’s.”

† 5:11: LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short
form יה Yah. ‡ 5:11: or, You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain;
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22TheLORD spoke thesewords to all your
assemblyon themountainoutof themiddle
of the fire, of the cloud, and of the thick
darkness, with a great voice. He added no
more. He wrote them on two stone tablets,
and gave them tome.

23 When you heard the voice out of the
middle of the darkness, while themountain
wasburningwithfire, youcamenear tome,
even all the heads of your tribes, and your
elders;

24 and you said, “Behold, the LORD our
God has shown us his glory and his great-
ness, andwehave heard his voice out of the
middle of the fire. We have seen today that
God does speak withman, and he lives.

25Now therefore, why shouldwedie? For
this great fire will consume us. If we hear
the LORD our God’s voice any more, then
we shall die.

26 For who is there of all flesh who has
heard the voice of the living God speaking
out of themiddle of thefire, aswehave, and
lived?

27Go near, and hear all that the LORD our
God shall say, and tell us all that the LORD
our God tells you; and we will hear it, and
do it.”

28 The LORD heard the voice of your
wordswhenyou spoke tome; and theLORD
said to me, “I have heard the voice of the
words of this people which they have spo-
ken to you. They havewell said all that they
have spoken.

29 Oh that there were such a heart in
them that they would fear me and keep all
my commandments always, that it might
be well with them and with their children
forever!

30 “Go tell them, ‘Return to your tents.’
31 But as for you, stand here by me, and

I will tell you all the commandments, and
the statutes, and the ordinances, which you
shall teach them, that they may do them in
the land which I give them to possess.”

32You shall observe to do therefore as the
LORD your God has commanded you. You
shall not turn away to the right hand or to
the left.

33You shall walk in all the way which the
LORD your God has commanded you, that
you may live and that it may be well with
you, and that youmay prolong your days in
the land which you shall possess.

6
1Now these are the commandments, the

statutes, and the ordinances, which the
LORD your God commanded to teach you,
that youmight do them in the land that you
go over to possess;

2 that you might fear the LORD your God,
to keep all his statutes and his command-
ments, which I command you—you, your
son, and your son’s son, all the days of your
life; and that your days may be prolonged.

3Hear therefore, Israel, andobserve to do
it, that itmay bewell with you, and that you
may increasemightily, as theLORD, theGod
of your fathers, has promised to you, in a
land flowing withmilk and honey.

4Hear, Israel: The LORD is our God. The
LORD is one.

5 You shall love the LORD your God with
all your heart, with all your soul, and with
all yourmight.

6 These words, which I command you
today, shall be on your heart;

7 and you shall teach them diligently to
your children, and shall talk of them when
yousit inyourhouse, andwhenyouwalkby
the way, and when you lie down, and when
you rise up.

8 You shall bind them for a sign on your
hand, and they shall be for frontlets be-
tween your eyes.

9You shallwrite themon thedoorposts of
your house and on your gates.

10 It shall be, when the LORD your God
brings you into the land which he swore to
your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to
Jacob, to give you, great and goodly cities
which you didn’t build,

11andhouses full of all good thingswhich
you didn’t fill, and cisterns dug out which
you didn’t dig, vineyards and olive trees
which you didn’t plant, and you shall eat
and be full;

12 then beware lest you forget the LORD,
who brought you out of the land of Egypt,
out of the house of bondage.

13 You shall fear the LORD your God; and
you shall serve him, and shall swear by his
name.

14You shall not go after other gods, of the
gods of the peoples who are around you,

15 for theLORDyourGodamongst you is a
jealousGod, lest the anger of the LORDyour
God be kindled against you, and he destroy
you from off the face of the earth.

16You shall not tempt the LORDyourGod,
as you tempted him inMassah.

17You shall diligently keep the command-
ments of the LORD your God, and his tes-
timonies, and his statutes, which he has
commanded you.

18 You shall do that which is right and
good in the LORD’s sight, that itmay bewell
withyouand that youmaygo inandpossess
the good land which the LORD swore to
your fathers,

19 to thrust out all your enemies from
before you, as the LORD has spoken.
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20 When your son asks you in time to
come, saying, “What do the testimonies,
the statutes, and the ordinances, which the
LORDourGodhas commandedyoumean?”

21 then you shall tell your son, “We were
Pharaoh’s slaves in Egypt. The LORD
brought us out of Egyptwith amightyhand;

22 and the LORD showed great and awe-
some signs and wonders on Egypt, on
Pharaoh, and on all his house, before our
eyes;

23 and he brought us out from there, that
he might bring us in, to give us the land
which he swore to our fathers.

24 The LORD commanded us to do all
these statutes, to fear the LORDourGod, for
our good always, that he might preserve us
alive, as we are today.

25 It shall be righteousness to us, if we ob-
serve to do all these commandments before
the LORD our God, as he has commanded
us.”

7
1 When the LORD your God brings you

into the land where you go to possess it,
and casts out many nations before you—
the Hittite, the Girgashite, the Amorite, the
Canaanite, the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the
Jebusite—seven nations greater and might-
ier than you;

2 and when the LORD your God delivers
them up before you, and you strike them,
then you shall utterly destroy them. You
shall make no covenant with them, nor
showmercy to them.

3 You shall not make marriages with
them. You shall not give your daughter to
his son, nor shall you take his daughter for
your son.

4 For that would turn away your sons
from following me, that they may serve
other gods. So the LORD’s anger would be
kindled against you, and he would destroy
you quickly.

5 But you shall deal with them like this:
you shall break down their altars, dash
their pillars in pieces, cut down their
Asherah poles, and burn their engraved
images with fire.

6 For you are a holy people to the LORD
your God. The LORD your God has chosen
you to be a people for his own possession,
above all peoples who are on the face of the
earth.

7 The LORD didn’t set his love on you
nor choose you, because you were more in
number than any people; for you were the
fewest of all peoples;

8 but because the LORD loves you, and
because he desires to keep the oath which
he swore to your fathers, the LORD has

brought you out with a mighty hand and
redeemed you out of the house of bondage,
from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.

9Know therefore that the LORD your God
himself is God, the faithful God, who keeps
covenantand lovingkindness toa thousand
generations with those who love him and
keep his commandments,

10and repays those who hate him to their
face, to destroy them. He will not be slack
to himwho hates him. He will repay him to
his face.

11You shall therefore keep the command-
ments, the statutes, and the ordinances
which I command you today, to do them.

12 It shall happen, because you listen to
these ordinances and keep and do them,
that the LORD your God will keep with you
thecovenantand the lovingkindnesswhich
he swore to your fathers.

13He will love you, bless you, and multi-
ply you. He will also bless the fruit of your
body and the fruit of your ground, your
grain and your new wine and your oil, the
increase of your livestock and the young of
your flock, in the land which he swore to
your fathers to give you.

14 You will be blessed above all peoples.
There won’t be male or female barren
amongst you, or amongst your livestock.

15 The LORD will take away from you all
sickness; and he will put none of the evil
diseases of Egypt, which you know, on you,
but will lay them on all those who hate you.

16 You shall consume all the peoples
whom the LORD your God shall deliver to
you. Your eye shall not pity them. You shall
not serve their gods; for that would be a
snare to you.

17 If you shall say inyourheart, “Thesena-
tions are more than I; how can I dispossess
them?”

18 you shall not be afraid of them. You
shall remember well what the LORD your
God did to Pharaoh and to all Egypt:

19 the great trials which your eyes saw,
the signs, the wonders, the mighty hand,
and the outstretched arm, by which the
LORD your God brought you out. So shall
the LORD your God do to all the peoples of
whom you are afraid.

20Moreover the LORD your Godwill send
the hornet amongst them, until those who
are left, and hide themselves, perish from
before you.

21You shall not be scared of them; for the
LORD your God is amongst you, a great and
awesome God.

22 The LORD your God will cast out those
nations before you little by little. You may
not consume them at once, lest the animals
of the field increase on you.
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23 But the LORD your God will deliver
them up before you, and will confuse them
with a great confusion, until they are de-
stroyed.

24 He will deliver their kings into your
hand, andyoushallmake theirnameperish
from under the sky. No one will be able to
stand before you until you have destroyed
them.

25 You shall burn the engraved images of
their gods with fire. You shall not covet the
silver or the gold that is on them, nor take it
for yourself, lest you be snared in it; for it is
an abomination to the LORD your God.

26Youshall notbringanabomination into
yourhouseandbecomeadevoted thing like
it. You shall utterly detest it. You shall
utterly abhor it; for it is a devoted thing.

8
1Youshall observe todoall the command-

ments which I command you today, that
you may live, and multiply, and go in and
possess the land which the LORD swore to
your fathers.

2 You shall remember all the way which
the LORD your God has led you these forty
years in thewilderness, that hemight hum-
ble you, to test you, to know what was in
your heart, whether you would keep his
commandments or not.

3 He humbled you, allowed you to be
hungry, and fed you with manna, which
you didn’t know, neither did your fathers
know, that he might teach you that man
doesnot livebybreadonly, butman lives by
everyword that proceeds out of the LORD’s
mouth.

4 Your clothing didn’t grow old on you,
neither did your foot swell, these forty
years.

5 You shall consider in your heart that as
aman disciplines his son, so the LORD your
God disciplines you.

6 You shall keep the commandments of
theLORDyourGod, towalk inhisways, and
to fear him.

7 For the LORD your God brings you into
a good land, a land of brooks of water, of
springs, and underground water flowing
into valleys and hills;

8 a land of wheat, barley, vines, fig trees,
and pomegranates; a land of olive trees and
honey;

9a land inwhich you shall eat breadwith-
out scarcity, you shall not lack anything in
it; a land whose stones are iron, and out of
whose hills youmay dig copper.

10 You shall eat and be full, and you shall
bless the LORD your God for the good land
which he has given you.

11 Beware lest you forget the LORD your
God, in not keeping his commandments,
his ordinances, and his statutes, which I
command you today;

12 lest, when you have eaten and are full,
and have built fine houses and lived in
them;

13 and when your herds and your flocks
multiply, and your silver and your gold is
multiplied, and all that you have is multi-
plied;

14 then your heart might be lifted up, and
you forget theLORDyourGod,whobrought
youout of the landofEgypt, out of thehouse
of bondage;

15 who led you through the great and
terrible wilderness, with venomous snakes
and scorpions, and thirsty ground where
there was no water; who poured water for
you out of the rock of flint;

16 who fed you in the wilderness with
manna, which your fathers didn’t know,
that he might humble you, and that he
might prove you, to do you good at your
latter end;

17 and lest you say in your heart, “My
power and themight ofmy hand has gotten
me this wealth.”

18But you shall remember the LORDyour
God, for it is he who gives you power to get
wealth, that he may establish his covenant
which he swore to your fathers, as it is
today.

19 It shall be, if you shall forget the LORD
your God, and walk after other gods, and
serve them and worship them, I testify
against you today that you shall surely per-
ish.

20 As the nations that the LORD makes
to perish before you, so you shall perish,
because you wouldn’t listen to the LORD
your God’s voice.

9
1 Hear, Israel! You are to pass over the

Jordan today, to go in to dispossess nations
greater and mightier than yourself, cities
great and fortified up to the sky,

2 a people great and tall, the sons of the
Anakim, whom you know, and of whom
you have heard say, “Who can stand before
the sons of Anak?”

3 Know therefore today that the LORD
your God is he who goes over before you as
a devouring fire. He will destroy them and
hewill bring themdownbefore you. So you
shall drive them out andmake them perish
quickly, as the LORD has spoken to you.

4Don’t say in your heart, after the LORD
your God has thrust them out from before
you, “For my righteousness the LORD has
broughtme in topossess this land;”because
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the LORD drives them out before you be-
cause of the wickedness of these nations.

5 Not for your righteousness or for the
uprightness of your heart do you go in to
possess their land; but for thewickednessof
thesenations theLORDyourGoddoesdrive
them out from before you, and that he may
establish the word which the LORD swore
to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to
Jacob.

6Know therefore that the LORD your God
doesn’t give you this good land to possess
for your righteousness, for you are a stiff-
necked people.

7 Remember, and don’t forget, how you
provoked the LORD your God to wrath in
the wilderness. From the day that you left
the land of Egypt until you came to this
place, you have been rebellious against the
LORD.

8Also inHoreb youprovoked the LORD to
wrath, and the LORDwas angrywith you to
destroy you.

9When I had gone up onto the mountain
to receive the stone tablets, even the tablets
of the covenant which the LORDmadewith
you, then I stayed on the mountain forty
days and forty nights. I neither ate bread
nor drank water.

10TheLORDdelivered tome the twostone
tablets written with God’s finger. On them
were all the words which the LORD spoke
with you on themountain out of themiddle
of the fire in the day of the assembly.

11 It came to pass at the end of forty days
and forty nights that the LORD gave me the
two stone tablets, even the tablets of the
covenant.

12 The LORD said to me, “Arise, get down
quickly from here; for your people whom
you have brought out of Egypt have cor-
rupted themselves. They have quickly
turned away from the way which I com-
manded them. They have made a molten
image for themselves!”

13 Furthermore the LORD spoke to me,
saying, “I have seen these people, and be-
hold, they are a stiff-necked people.

14 Leave me alone, that I may destroy
them, and blot out their name from under
the sky; and I will make of you a nation
mightier and greater than they.”

15 So I turned and came down from the
mountain, and the mountain was burning
with fire. The two tablets of the covenant
were inmy two hands.

16 I looked, and behold, you had sinned
against the LORD your God. You had made
yourselves amoulded calf. You had quickly
turned away from thewaywhich the LORD
had commanded you.

17 I tookhold of the two tablets, and threw
them out of my two hands, and broke them
before your eyes.

18 I fell down before the LORD, as at the
first, forty days and forty nights. I neither
ate bread nor drank water, because of all
your sin which you sinned, in doing that
which was evil in the LORD’s sight, to pro-
voke him to anger.

19For Iwasafraidof theangerandhotdis-
pleasure with which the LORD was angry
against you to destroy you. But the LORD
listened to me that time also.

20 The LORD was angry enough with
Aaron to destroy him. I prayed for Aaron
also at the same time.

21 I took your sin, the calf which you had
made, and burnt it with fire, and crushed
it, grinding it very small, until it was as fine
as dust. I threw its dust into the brook that
descended out of themountain.

22 At Taberah, at Massah, and at Ki-
brothHattaavah you provoked the LORD to
wrath.

23When the LORD sent you from Kadesh
Barnea, saying, “Go up and possess the
land which I have given you,” you rebelled
against the commandment of the LORD
your God, and you didn’t believe him or
listen to his voice.

24 You have been rebellious against the
LORD from the day that I knew you.

25So I fell downbefore the LORD the forty
days and forty nights that I fell down, be-
cause the LORD had said he would destroy
you.

26 I prayed to the LORD, and said, “Lord
GOD, don’t destroy yourpeople andyour in-
heritance that you have redeemed through
your greatness, that you have brought out
of Egypt with amighty hand.

27 Remember your servants, Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob. Don’t lookat the stubborn-
ness of this people, nor at their wickedness,
nor at their sin,

28 lest the land you brought us out from
say, ‘Because the LORD was not able to
bring theminto the landwhichhepromised
to them, and because he hated them, he
has brought them out to kill them in the
wilderness.’

29 Yet they are your people and your in-
heritance, which you brought out by your
greatpowerandbyyouroutstretchedarm.”

10
1 At that time the LORD said to me, “Cut

two stone tablets like the first, and come up
to me onto the mountain, and make an ark
of wood.
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2 I will write on the tablets the words that
were on the first tablets which you broke,
and you shall put them in the ark.”

3So Imade an ark of acaciawood, and cut
two stone tablets like the first, and went up
onto the mountain, having the two tablets
in my hand.

4 He wrote on the tablets, according to
the first writing, the ten commandments,
which the LORD spoke to you on the moun-
tain out of the middle of the fire in the day
of the assembly; and the LORDgave them to
me.

5 I turnedandcamedownfromthemoun-
tain, and put the tablets in the ark which I
had made; and there they are as the LORD
commandedme.

6 (The children of Israel travelled from
Beeroth Bene Jaakan to Moserah. There
Aaron died, and there he was buried; and
Eleazar his son ministered in the priest’s
office in his place.

7From there they travelled to Gudgodah;
and from Gudgodah to Jotbathah, a land of
brooks of water.

8 At that time the LORD set apart the
tribe of Levi to bear the ark of the LORD’s
covenant, to stand before the LORD to min-
ister to him, and to bless in his name, to this
day.

9 Therefore Levi has no portion nor in-
heritance with his brothers; the LORD is
his inheritance, accordingas theLORDyour
God spoke to him.)

10 I stayed on the mountain, as at the first
time, forty days and forty nights; and the
LORD listened to me that time also. The
LORDwould not destroy you.

11The LORD said to me, “Arise, take your
journey before the people; and they shall
go in and possess the land which I swore to
their fathers to give to them.”

12Now, Israel, what does the LORD your
God require of you, but to fear the LORD
your God, to walk in all his ways, to love
him, and to serve the LORD your God with
all your heart and with all your soul,

13 to keep the LORD’s commandments
and statutes, which I command you today
for your good?

14 Behold, to the LORD your God belongs
heaven, the heaven of heavens, and the
earth, with all that is therein.

15 Only the LORD had a delight in your
fathers to love them, and he chose their
offspring after them, even you above all
peoples, as it is today.

16 Circumcise therefore the foreskin of
your heart, and be nomore stiff-necked.

17 For the LORD your God, he is God of
gods and Lord of lords, the great God, the

mighty, and the awesome, who doesn’t re-
spect persons or take bribes.

18 He executes justice for the fatherless
andwidowand loves the foreigner ingiving
him food and clothing.

19 Therefore love the foreigner, for you
were foreigners in the land of Egypt.

20You shall fear the LORD your God. You
shall serve him. You shall cling to him, and
you shall swear by his name.

21He is your praise, and he is your God,
who has done for you these great and awe-
some things which your eyes have seen.

22Your fatherswentdown intoEgyptwith
seventy persons; and now the LORD your
God hasmade you as the stars of the sky for
multitude.

11
1Therefore you shall love the LORD your

God, and keep his instructions, his statutes,
his ordinances, and his commandments, al-
ways.

2 Know this day—for I don’t speak with
your children who have not known, and
who have not seen the chastisement of the
LORD your God, his greatness, his mighty
hand, his outstretched arm,

3his signs, and his works, which he did in
the middle of Egypt to Pharaoh the king of
Egypt, and to all his land;

4and what he did to the army of Egypt, to
their horses, and to their chariots; how he
made the water of the Red Sea to overflow
them as they pursued you, and how the
LORD has destroyed them to this day;

5andwhat he did to you in thewilderness
until you came to this place;

6 and what he did to Dathan and Abiram,
the sons of Eliab, the son of Reuben—how
the earth opened its mouth and swallowed
them up, with their households, their tents,
and every living thing that followed them,
in themiddle of all Israel;

7but your eyeshave seenall of theLORD’s
great work which he did.

8Therefore you shall keep the entire com-
mandment which I command you today,
that you may be strong, and go in and pos-
sess the land that you go over to possess;

9 and that you may prolong your days in
the land which the LORD swore to your fa-
thers to give to them and to their offspring,
a land flowing withmilk and honey.

10For the land,where you go in to possess
isn’t like the landof Egypt that you cameout
of,whereyou sowedyour seedandwatered
it with your foot, as a garden of herbs;

11but the land that you go over to possess
is a land of hills and valleys which drinks
water from the rain of the sky,
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12 a land which the LORD your God cares
for. The LORD your God’s eyes are always
on it, from the beginning of the year even to
the end of the year.

13 It shall happen, if you shall listen dili-
gently to my commandments which I com-
mandyou today, to love theLORDyourGod,
and to serve him with all your heart and
with all your soul,

14 that I will give the rain for your land in
its season, the early rain and the latter rain,
thatyoumaygather inyourgrain, yournew
wine, and your oil.

15 I will give grass in your fields for your
livestock, and you shall eat and be full.

16Be careful, lest your heart be deceived,
and you turn away to serve other gods and
worship them;

17 and the LORD’s anger be kindled
against you, and he shut up the sky so that
there is no rain, and the land doesn’t yield
its fruit; and youperish quickly fromoff the
good land which the LORD gives you.

18Therefore you shall lay up these words
of mine in your heart and in your soul. You
shall bind them for a sign on your hand,
and they shall be for frontlets betweenyour
eyes.

19 You shall teach them to your children,
talking of themwhen you sit in your house,
when you walk by the way, when you lie
down, and when you rise up.

20 You shall write them on the door posts
of your house and on your gates;

21 that your days and your children’s days
may be multiplied in the land which the
LORD swore to your fathers to give them, as
the days of the heavens above the earth.

22For if you shall diligently keep all these
commandments which I command you—to
do them, to love theLORDyourGod, towalk
in all his ways, and to cling to him—

23 then the LORD will drive out all these
nations from before you, and you shall dis-
possess nations greater and mightier than
yourselves.

24 Every place on which the sole of your
foot treads shall be yours: from the wilder-
ness and Lebanon, from the river, the river
Euphrates, even to the western sea shall be
your border.

25Nomanwill beable to standbeforeyou.
The LORD your God will lay the fear of you
and thedreadof youonall the land that you
tread on, as he has spoken to you.

26Behold, I set beforeyou todayablessing
and a curse:

27 the blessing, if you listen to the com-
mandments of the LORD your God, which I
command you today;

28and the curse, if you do not listen to the
commandments of the LORD your God, but

turn away out of thewaywhich I command
you today, to go after other gods which you
have not known.

29 It shall happen, when the LORD your
God brings you into the land that you go
to possess, that you shall set the blessing
onMount Gerizim, and the curse onMount
Ebal.

30Aren’t they beyond the Jordan, behind
the way of the going down of the sun, in
the land of the Canaanites who dwell in
the Arabah near Gilgal, beside the oaks of
Moreh?

31Foryouare topass over the Jordan to go
in to possess the land which the LORD your
God gives you, and you shall possess it and
dwell in it.

32 You shall observe to do all the statutes
and the ordinances which I set before you
today.

12
1 These are the statutes and the ordi-

nances which you shall observe to do in
the land which the LORD, the God of your
fathers, has givenyou topossess all thedays
that you live on the earth.

2You shall surely destroy all the places in
which the nations that you shall dispossess
served their gods: on the high mountains,
andon thehills, andundereverygreen tree.

3 You shall break down their altars, dash
their pillars in pieces, and burn their
Asherah poles with fire. You shall cut down
the engraved images of their gods. You shall
destroy their name out of that place.

4Youshallnotdoso to theLORDyourGod.
5 But to the place which the LORD your

Godshall chooseoutof all your tribes, toput
his name there, you shall seek his habita-
tion, and you shall come there.

6 You shall bring your burnt offerings,
your sacrifices, your tithes, the wave offer-
ing of your hand, your vows, your free will
offerings, and the firstborn of your herd
and of your flock there.

7 There you shall eat before the LORD
your God, and you shall rejoice in all that
you put your hand to, you and your house-
holds, in which the LORD your God has
blessed you.

8You shall not do all the things that we do
here today, every man whatever is right in
his own eyes;

9 for you haven’t yet come to the rest and
to the inheritance which the LORD your
God gives you.

10 But when you go over the Jordan and
dwell in the landwhich the LORD your God
causes you to inherit, and he gives you rest
from all your enemies around you, so that
you dwell in safety,
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11 then it shall happen that to the place
which the LORD your God shall choose, to
cause his name to dwell there, there you
shall bring all that I command you: your
burnt offerings, your sacrifices, your tithes,
thewaveofferingof yourhand, andall your
choice vows which you vow to the LORD.

12You shall rejoice before the LORD your
God—you, and your sons, your daughters,
your male servants, your female servants,
and the Levite who is within your gates,
because he has no portion nor inheritance
with you.

13 Be careful that you don’t offer your
burnt offerings in every place that you see;

14 but in the place which the LORD
chooses in one of your tribes, there you
shall offer your burnt offerings, and there
you shall do all that I command you.

15Yet youmay kill and eatmeatwithin all
your gates, after all the desire of your soul,
according to the LORD your God’s blessing
which he has given you. The unclean and
the cleanmay eat of it, as of the gazelle and
the deer.

16 Only you shall not eat the blood. You
shall pour it out on the earth like water.

17 You may not eat within your gates the
tithe of your grain, or of your new wine, or
of your oil, or the firstborn of your herd or
of your flock, nor any of your vows which
you vow, nor your free will offerings, nor
the wave offering of your hand;

18but you shall eat thembefore the LORD
your God in the place which the LORD
your God shall choose: you, your son, your
daughter, your male servant, your female
servant, and the Levite who is within your
gates. You shall rejoice before the LORD
your God in all that you put your hand to.

19 Be careful that you don’t forsake the
Levite as long as you live in your land.

20 When the LORD your God enlarges
your border, as he has promised you, and
you say, “I want to eat meat,” because your
soul desires to eat meat, you may eat meat,
after all the desire of your soul.

21 If the place which the LORD your God
shall choose to put his name is too far from
you, then you shall kill of your herd and of
your flock, which the LORD has given you,
as I have commanded you; and you may
eat within your gates, after all the desire of
your soul.

22 Even as the gazelle and as the deer is
eaten, so you shall eat of it. Theuncleanand
the cleanmay eat of it alike.

23 Only be sure that you don’t eat the
blood; for the blood is the life. You shall not
eat the life with themeat.

24You shall not eat it. You shall pour it out
on the earth like water.

25 You shall not eat it, that it may go well
with you and with your children after you,
when you do that which is right in the
LORD’s eyes.

26Only your holy things which you have,
and your vows, you shall take and go to the
place which the LORD shall choose.

27You shall offer yourburnt offerings, the
meat and theblood, on theLORDyourGod’s
altar. The blood of your sacrifices shall be
poured out on the LORD your God’s altar,
and you shall eat themeat.

28 Observe and hear all these words
which I command you, that it may go well
with you and with your children after you
forever, when you do that which is good
and right in the LORD your God’s eyes.

29When the LORD your God cuts off the
nations from before youwhere you go in to
dispossess them, and you dispossess them
and dwell in their land,

30be careful that you are not ensnared to
follow them after they are destroyed from
before you, and that you not enquire after
their gods, saying, “How do these nations
serve their gods? I will do likewise.”

31 You shall not do so to the LORD your
God; for every abomination to the LORD,
which he hates, they have done to their
gods; for they even burn their sons and
their daughters in the fire to their gods.

32 Whatever thing I command you, that
you shall observe to do. You shall not add
to it, nor take away from it.

13
1 If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams

arises amongst you, and he gives you a sign
or a wonder,

2 and the sign or the wonder comes to
pass, ofwhichhe spoke toyou, saying, “Let’s
go after other gods” (which you have not
known) “and let’s serve them,”

3 you shall not listen to the words of that
prophet, or to that dreamer of dreams; for
the LORD your God is testing you, to know
whether you love the LORD your God with
all your heart and with all your soul.

4You shall walk after the LORD your God,
fear him, keep his commandments, and
obey his voice. You shall serve him, and
cling to him.

5 That prophet, or that dreamer of
dreams, shall be put to death, because he
has spoken rebellion against theLORDyour
God, who brought you out of the land of
Egypt and redeemed you out of the house
of bondage, to draw you aside out of the
waywhich the LORDyourGod commanded
you to walk in. So you shall remove the evil
from amongst you.



Deuteronomy 13:6 169 Deuteronomy 14:23

6 If your brother, the son of your mother,
or your son, or your daughter, or thewife of
your bosom, or your friend who is as your
own soul, entices you secretly, saying, “Let’s
go and serve other gods”—which you have
not known, you, nor your fathers;

7 of the gods of the peoples who are
aroundyou, near to you, or far off fromyou,
from the one end of the earth even to the
other end of the earth—

8 you shall not consent to him nor listen
to him; neither shall your eye pity him,
neither shall you spare, neither shall you
conceal him;

9but you shall surely kill him. Your hand
shall befirst onhim toput him todeath, and
afterwards the hands of all the people.

10 You shall stone him to death with
stones, because he has sought to draw
you away from the LORD your God, who
brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of
the house of bondage.

11 All Israel shall hear, and fear, and
shall not do any more wickedness like this
amongst you.

12 If you hear about one of your cities,
which theLORDyourGodgivesyou todwell
there, that

13 certain wicked fellows have gone out
from amongst you and have drawn away
the inhabitants of their city, saying, “Let’s
go and serve other gods,” which you have
not known,

14 thenyou shall enquire, investigate, and
ask diligently. Behold, if it is true, and the
thing certain, that such abomination was
done amongst you,

15 you shall surely strike the inhabitants
of that city with the edge of the sword,
destroying it utterly, with all that is therein
and its livestock,with the edgeof the sword.

16You shall gather all its plunder into the
middle of its street, and shall burnwith fire
the city, with all of its plunder, to the LORD
your God. It shall be a heap forever. It shall
not be built again.

17Nothing of the devoted thing shall cling
to your hand, that the LORDmay turn from
the fierceness of his anger and show you
mercy, and have compassion on you and
multiply you, as he has sworn to your fa-
thers,

18whenyou listen to the LORDyourGod’s
voice, to keep all his commandmentswhich
I command you today, to do that which is
right in the LORD your God’s eyes.

14
1 You are the children of the LORD your

God. You shall not cut yourselves, normake
any baldness between your eyes for the
dead.

2 For you are a holy people to the LORD
your God, and the LORD has chosen you to
be a people for his own possession, above
all peoples who are on the face of the earth.

3You shall not eat any abominable thing.
4 These are the animals which you may

eat: the ox, the sheep, the goat,
5 the deer, the gazelle, the roebuck, the

wild goat, the ibex, the antelope, and the
chamois.

6 Every animal that parts the hoof, and
has the hoof split in two and chews the cud,
amongst the animals, youmay eat.

7 Nevertheless these you shall not eat of
them that chew the cud, or of those who
have the hoof split: the camel, the hare, and
the rabbit. Because they chew the cud but
don’t part the hoof, they are unclean to you.

8 The pig, because it has a split hoof but
doesn’t chew the cud, is unclean to you. You
shall not eat their meat. You shall not touch
their carcasses.

9 These you may eat of all that are in the
waters: you may eat whatever has fins and
scales.

10You shall not eatwhatever doesn’t have
fins and scales. It is unclean to you.

11Of all clean birds youmay eat.
12 But these are they of which you shall

not eat: the eagle, the vulture, the osprey,
13 the red kite, the falcon, the kite of any

kind,
14 every raven of any kind,
15 the ostrich, the owl, the seagull, the

hawk of any kind,
16 the little owl, the great owl, the horned

owl,
17 the pelican, the vulture, the cormorant,
18 the stork, the heron after its kind, the

hoopoe, and the bat.
19All winged creeping things are unclean

to you. They shall not be eaten.
20Of all clean birds youmay eat.
21 You shall not eat of anything that dies

of itself. Youmay give it to the foreigner liv-
ing amongst you who is within your gates,
that he may eat it; or you may sell it to a
foreigner; for you are a holy people to the
LORD your God.
You shall not boil a young goat in its

mother’s milk.
22You shall surely tithe all the increase of

your seed, that which comes out of the field
year by year.

23Youshall eat before theLORDyourGod,
in the place which he chooses to cause his
name to dwell, the tithe of your grain, of
your new wine, and of your oil, and the
firstborn of your herd and of your flock;
that you may learn to fear the LORD your
God always.
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24 If the way is too long for you, so that
youarenotable to carry itbecause theplace
which the LORD your God shall choose to
set his name there is too far fromyou,when
the LORD your God blesses you,

25 then you shall turn it into money, bind
up the money in your hand, and shall go to
the place which the LORD your God shall
choose.

26You shall trade themoney forwhatever
your soul desires: for cattle, or for sheep, or
for wine, or for strong drink, or for what-
ever your soul asks of you. You shall eat
there before the LORD your God, and you
shall rejoice, you and your household.

27 You shall not forsake the Levite who is
within your gates, for he has no portion nor
inheritance with you.

28At theendofevery threeyearsyoushall
bring all the tithe of your increase in the
same year, and shall store it within your
gates.

29 The Levite, because he has no portion
nor inheritancewith you, as well as the for-
eigner living amongst you, the fatherless,
and the widow who are within your gates
shall come, and shall eat and be satisfied;
that the LORDyourGodmaybless you in all
the work of your handwhich you do.

15
1 At the end of every seven years, you

shall cancel debts.
2 This is the way it shall be done: every

creditor shall release thatwhich he has lent
to his neighbour. He shall not require pay-
ment from his neighbour and his brother,
because the LORD’s release has been pro-
claimed.

3 Of a foreigner you may require it; but
whatever of yours is with your brother,
your hand shall release.

4However there will be no poor with you
(for the LORD will surely bless you in the
landwhich theLORDyourGodgivesyou for
an inheritance to possess)

5 if only you diligently listen to the LORD
your God’s voice, to observe to do all this
commandment which I command you to-
day.

6 For the LORD your God will bless you,
as he promised you. You will lend to many
nations, but you will not borrow. You will
rule over many nations, but they will not
rule over you.

7 If a poor man, one of your brothers, is
with you within any of your gates in your
land which the LORD your God gives you,
you shall not harden your heart, nor shut
your hand from your poor brother;

8 but you shall surely open your hand to
him, and shall surely lendhim sufficient for
his need, which he lacks.

9 Beware that there not be a wicked
thought in your heart, saying, “The seventh
year, the year of release, is at hand,” and
your eye be evil against your poor brother
and you give him nothing; and he cry to the
LORD against you, and it be sin to you.

10 You shall surely give, and your heart
shall not be grieved when you give to him,
because it is for this thing the LORD your
God will bless you in all your work and in
all that you put your hand to.

11For the poor will never cease out of the
land. Therefore I command you to surely
open your hand to your brother, to your
needy, and to your poor, in your land.

12 If your brother, a Hebrew man, or a
Hebrew woman, is sold to you and serves
you six years, then in the seventh year you
shall let him go free from you.

13Whenyou let himgo free fromyou, you
shall not let him go empty.

14 You shall furnish him liberally out of
your flock, out of your threshing floor, and
out of your wine press. As the LORD your
God has blessed you, you shall give to him.

15 You shall remember that you were a
slave in the land of Egypt, and the LORD
your God redeemed you. Therefore I com-
mand you this thing today.

16 It shall be, if he tells you, “I will not go
out from you,” because he loves you and
your house, because he is well with you,

17 then you shall take an awl, and thrust it
through his ear to the door, and he shall be
your servant forever. Also to your female
servant you shall do likewise.

18 It shall not seem hard to you when
you let him go free from you, for he has
been double the value of a hired hand as he
served you six years. The LORD your God
will bless you in all that you do.

19 You shall dedicate all the firstborn
males that are born of your herd and of
your flock to the LORD your God. You shall
do no work with the firstborn of your herd,
nor shear the firstborn of your flock.

20 You shall eat it before the LORD your
God year by year in the place which the
LORD shall choose, you and your house-
hold.

21 If it has any defect—is lame or blind,
or has any defect whatever, you shall not
sacrifice it to the LORD your God.

22 You shall eat it within your gates. The
unclean and the clean shall eat it alike, as
the gazelle and as the deer.

23 Only you shall not eat its blood. You
shall pour it out on the ground like water.
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16
1Observe themonthofAbib, andkeep the

Passover to the LORD your God; for in the
month of Abib the LORD your God brought
you out of Egypt by night.

2 You shall sacrifice the Passover to the
LORD your God, of the flock and the herd,
in the placewhich the LORD shall choose to
cause his name to dwell there.

3 You shall eat no leavened bread with
it. You shall eat unleavened bread with it
seven days, even the bread of affliction (for
you came out of the land of Egypt in haste)
that you may remember the day when you
came out of the land of Egypt all the days of
your life.

4 No yeast shall be seen with you in all
your borders seven days; neither shall any
of the meat, which you sacrifice the first
day at evening, remain all night until the
morning.

5 You may not sacrifice the Passover
within any of your gates which the LORD
your God gives you;

6 but at the place which the LORD your
God shall choose to cause his name to dwell
in, there you shall sacrifice the Passover at
evening, at the going downof the sun, at the
season that you came out of Egypt.

7 You shall roast and eat it in the place
which the LORD your God chooses. In the
morning you shall return to your tents.

8Six days you shall eat unleavenedbread.
On the seventhday shall bea solemnassem-
bly to the LORD your God. You shall do no
work.

9 You shall count for yourselves seven
weeks. From the time you begin to put the
sickle to the standing grain you shall begin
to count seven weeks.

10 You shall keep the feast of weeks to
the LORD your God with a tribute of a free
will offering of your hand, which you shall
give according to how the LORD your God
blesses you.

11You shall rejoice before the LORD your
God: you, your son, your daughter, your
male servant, your female servant, the
Levite who is within your gates, the for-
eigner, the fatherless, and the widow who
are amongst you, in the place which the
LORD your God shall choose to cause his
name to dwell there.

12 You shall remember that you were a
slave in Egypt. You shall observe and do
these statutes.

13You shall keep the feast of booths seven
days, after you have gathered in from your
threshing floor and from your wine press.

14 You shall rejoice in your feast, you,
your son, your daughter, your male ser-
vant, your female servant, the Levite, the

foreigner, the fatherless, and the widow
who are within your gates.

15You shall keep a feast to the LORD your
God sevendays in theplacewhich theLORD
chooses, because the LORD your God will
bless you in all your increase and in all
the work of your hands, and you shall be
altogether joyful.

16 Three times in a year all of your males
shall appear before the LORD your God in
the place which he chooses: in the feast
of unleavened bread, in the feast of weeks,
and in the feast of booths. They shall not
appear before the LORD empty.

17 Every man shall give as he is able,
according to the LORD your God’s blessing
which he has given you.

18You shallmake judges andofficers inall
your gates, which the LORD your God gives
you, according to your tribes; and they shall
judge the peoplewith righteous judgement.

19 You shall not pervert justice. You shall
not show partiality. You shall not take a
bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of thewise
and perverts the words of the righteous.

20 You shall follow that which is alto-
gether just, that you may live and inherit
the land which the LORD your God gives
you.

21 You shall not plant for yourselves an
Asherahof anykindof treebeside theLORD
your God’s altar, which you shall make for
yourselves.

22 Neither shall you set yourself up a sa-
cred stone which the LORD your God hates.

17
1You shall not sacrifice to the LORD your

God an ox or a sheep in which is a defect or
anything evil; for that is an abomination to
the LORD your God.

2 If there is found amongst you, within
any of your gateswhich the LORD your God
gives you, a man or woman who does that
which is evil in the LORD your God’s sight
in transgressing his covenant,

3and has gone and served other gods and
worshipped them, or the sun, or the moon,
or any of the stars of the sky, which I have
not commanded,

4and you are told, and you have heard of
it, then you shall enquire diligently. Behold,
if it is true, and the thing certain, that such
abomination is done in Israel,

5 then you shall bring out thatmanor that
womanwhohas done this evil thing to your
gates, even that same man or woman; and
you shall stone them to death with stones.

6At the mouth of two witnesses, or three
witnesses, he who is to die shall be put to
death. At the mouth of one witness he shall
not be put to death.
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7The hands of the witnesses shall be first
on him to put him to death, and afterward
the hands of all the people. So you shall
remove the evil from amongst you.

8 If there arises a matter too hard for you
in judgement, between blood and blood,
between plea and plea, and between stroke
and stroke, being matters of controversy
within your gates, then you shall arise, and
goup to the placewhich the LORDyourGod
chooses.

9 You shall come to the priests who are
Levites and to the judge who shall be in
those days. You shall enquire, and they
shall give you the verdict.

10You shall do according to the decisions
of the verdict which they shall give you
from that place which the LORD chooses.
You shall observe to do according to all that
they shall teach you.

11 According to the decisions of the law
which they shall teach you, and according
to the judgement which they shall tell you,
you shall do. You shall not turn away from
the sentence which they announce to you,
to the right hand, nor to the left.

12 The man who does presumptuously in
not listening to the priest who stands to
minister there before the LORD your God,
or to the judge, even thatman shall die. You
shall put away the evil from Israel.

13 All the people shall hear and fear, and
do nomore presumptuously.

14When youhave come to the landwhich
the LORD your God gives you, and possess
it and dwell in it, and say, “I will set a king
overme, like all the nations that are around
me,”

15 you shall surely set him whom the
LORD your God chooses as king over your-
selves. You shall set as king over you one
from amongst your brothers. You may not
put a foreigner over you, who is not your
brother.

16 Only he shall not multiply horses to
himself, nor cause the people to return
to Egypt, to the end that he may multiply
horses; because the LORD has said to you,
“You shall not go back that way again.”

17He shall not multiply wives to himself,
that his heart not turn away. He shall not
greatly multiply to himself silver and gold.

18 It shall be, when he sits on the throne
of his kingdom, that he shallwrite himself a
copy of this law in a book, out of that which
is before the Levitical priests.

19 It shall be with him, and he shall read
from it all the days of his life, that he may
learn to fear the LORD his God, to keep all
the words of this law and these statutes, to
do them;

20 that his heart not be lifted up above his
brothers, and that he not turn away from
the commandment to the right hand, or to
the left, to the end that he may prolong his
days in his kingdom, he and his children, in
themiddle of Israel.

18
1The priests and the Levites—all the tribe

of Levi—shall have no portion nor inher-
itance with Israel. They shall eat the of-
ferings of the LORD made by fire and his
portion.

2They shall have no inheritance amongst
their brothers. The LORD is their inheri-
tance, as he has spoken to them.

3 This shall be the priests’ due from the
people, from those who offer a sacrifice,
whether it be ox or sheep, that they shall
give to the priest: the shoulder, the two
cheeks, and the inner parts.

4You shall give him the first fruits of your
grain, of yournewwine, andofyouroil, and
the first of the fleece of your sheep.

5 For the LORD your God has chosen him
out of all your tribes to stand to minister in
the LORD’s name, him and his sons forever.

6 If a Levite comes from any of your gates
out of all Israel where he lives, and comes
with all the desire of his soul to the place
which the LORD shall choose,

7 then he shallminister in the name of the
LORDhisGod, as all his brothers theLevites
do, who stand there before the LORD.

8 They shall have like portions to eat, in
addition to that which comes from the sale
of his family possessions.

9 When you have come into the land
which the LORD your God gives you, you
shall not learn to imitate the abominations
of those nations.

10There shall not be found with you any-
one who makes his son or his daughter to
pass through the fire, one who uses div-
ination, one who tells fortunes, or an en-
chanter, or a sorcerer,

11or a charmer, or someonewho consults
with a familiar spirit, or a wizard, or a
necromancer.

12 For whoever does these things is an
abomination to the LORD. Because of these
abominations, the LORD your God drives
them out from before you.

13 You shall be blameless with the LORD
your God.

14For these nations that you shall dispos-
sess listen to thosewhopractise sorceryand
to diviners; but as for you, the LORD your
God has not allowed you so to do.

15 The LORD your God will raise up to
you a prophet from amongst you, of your
brothers, like me. You shall listen to him.
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16This is according to all that you desired
of the LORD your God in Horeb in the day
of the assembly, saying, “Let me not hear
again the LORD my God’s voice, neither let
me see this great fire any more, that I not
die.”

17 The LORD said to me, “They have well
said that which they have spoken.

18 I will raise them up a prophet from
amongst their brothers, like you. I will put
my words in his mouth, and he shall speak
to them all that I shall command him.

19 It shall happen, that whoever will not
listen to my words which he shall speak in
my name, I will require it of him.

20But theprophetwhospeaksawordpre-
sumptuously in my name, which I have not
commandedhim to speak, orwho speaks in
the name of other gods, that same prophet
shall die.”

21 You may say in your heart, “How shall
we know the word which the LORD has not
spoken?”

22When a prophet speaks in the LORD’s
name, if the thing doesn’t follow, nor hap-
pen, that is the thing which the LORD has
not spoken. The prophet has spoken it pre-
sumptuously. You shall not beafraidofhim.

19
1When theLORDyourGodcutsoff thena-

tions whose land the LORD your God gives
you, and you succeed them and dwell in
their cities and in their houses,

2 you shall set apart three cities for your-
selves in themiddle of your land, which the
LORD your God gives you to possess.

3 You shall prepare the way, and divide
the borders of your land which the LORD
your God causes you to inherit into three
parts, that everyman slayermay flee there.

4 This is the case of the man slayer who
shall flee there and live: Whoever kills his
neighbour unintentionally, and didn’t hate
him in time past—

5 as when a man goes into the forest with
his neighbour to chop wood and his hand
swings the axe to cut down the tree, and
the head slips from the handle and hits his
neighbour so that he dies—he shall flee to
one of these cities and live.

6 Otherwise, the avenger of blood might
pursue the man slayer while hot anger is
in his heart and overtake him, because the
way is long, and strike him mortally, even
thoughhewasnotworthyof death, because
he didn’t hate him in time past.

7 Therefore I command you to set apart
three cities for yourselves.

8 If the LORD your God enlarges your
border, as he has sworn to your fathers, and

gives you all the landwhich he promised to
give to your fathers;

9and if youkeepall this commandment to
do it, which I command you today, to love
the LORD your God, and to walk ever in his
ways, then you shall add three cities more
for yourselves, in addition to these three.

10 This is so that innocent blood will not
be shed in the middle of your land which
the LORD your God gives you for an inheri-
tance, leaving blood guilt on you.

11But if anyman hates his neighbour, lies
inwait for him, rises up against him, strikes
him mortally so that he dies, and he flees
into one of these cities;

12 then the elders of his city shall sendand
bring him there, and deliver him into the
hand of the avenger of blood, that he may
die.

13 Your eye shall not pity him, but you
shall purge the innocent blood from Israel
that it may go well with you.

14You shall not remove your neighbour’s
landmark, which they of old time have set,
in your inheritancewhich you shall inherit,
in the land that the LORD your God gives
you to possess.

15One witness shall not rise up against a
man for any iniquity, or for any sin that he
sins. At the mouth of two witnesses, or at
themouth of threewitnesses, shall amatter
be established.

16 If an unrighteous witness rises up
against any man to testify against him of
wrongdoing,

17 then both the men, between whom the
controversy is, shall standbefore the LORD,
before the priests and the judges who shall
be in those days;

18 and the judges shall make diligent in-
quisition; and behold, if the witness is
a false witness, and has testified falsely
against his brother,

19 then you shall do to him as he had
thought to do to his brother. So you shall
remove the evil from amongst you.

20Those who remain shall hear, and fear,
and will never again commit any such evil
amongst you.

21Your eyes shall not pity: life for life, eye
for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot
for foot.

20
1When you go out to battle against your

enemies, and see horses, chariots, and a
people more numerous than you, you shall
not be afraid of them; for the LORD your
God, who brought you up out of the land of
Egypt, is with you.
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2 It shall be, when you draw near to the
battle, that the priest shall approach and
speak to the people,

3 and shall tell them, “Hear, Israel, you
draw near today to battle against your en-
emies. Don’t let your heart faint! Don’t
be afraid, nor tremble, neither be scared of
them;

4 for the LORD your God is he who goes
with you, to fight for you against your en-
emies, to save you.”

5 The officers shall speak to the people,
saying, “What man is there who has built a
new house, and has not dedicated it? Let
him go and return to his house, lest he die
in the battle, and another man dedicate it.

6 What man is there who has planted a
vineyard, andhasnotused its fruit? Lethim
go and return to his house, lest he die in the
battle, and another man use its fruit.

7What man is there who has pledged to
bemarried to awife, andhas not takenher?
Let him go and return to his house, lest he
die in the battle, and anotherman takeher.”

8 The officers shall speak further to the
people, and they shall say, “What man is
there who is fearful and faint-hearted? Let
him go and return to his house, lest his
brother’s heart melt as his heart.”

9 It shall be, when the officers have fin-
ished speaking to the people, that they shall
appoint captains of armies at the head of
the people.

10When you draw near to a city to fight
against it, then proclaim peace to it.

11 It shall be, if it gives you answer of
peace and opens to you, then it shall be that
all the people who are found therein shall
become forced labourers to you, and shall
serve you.

12 If it will make no peace with you, but
will make war against you, then you shall
besiege it.

13 When the LORD your God delivers it
into your hand, you shall strike every male
of it with the edge of the sword;

14but the women, the little ones, the live-
stock, and all that is in the city, even all
its plunder, you shall take for plunder for
yourself. You may use the plunder of your
enemies, which the LORD your God has
given you.

15Thus you shall do to all the cities which
are very far off from you, which are not of
the cities of these nations.

16 But of the cities of these peoples that
the LORD your God gives you for an in-
heritance, you shall save alive nothing that
breathes;

17 but you shall utterly destroy them: the
Hittite, the Amorite, the Canaanite, the Per-

izzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite, as the
LORD your God has commanded you;

18 that they not teach you to follow all
their abominations, which they have done
for their gods; so would you sin against the
LORD your God.

19 When you shall besiege a city a long
time, inmakingwar against it to take it, you
shall notdestroy its treesbywieldinganaxe
against them; for you may eat of them. You
shallnot cut themdown, for is the treeof the
fieldman, that it shouldbebesiegedbyyou?

20 Only the trees that you know are not
trees for food, you shall destroy and cut
them down. You shall build bulwarks
against the city that makes war with you,
until it falls.

21
1 If someone is found slain in the land

which the LORD your God gives you to pos-
sess, lying in the field, and it isn’t known
who has struck him,

2 then your elders and your judges shall
come out, and they shall measure to the
cities which are around himwho is slain.

3 It shall be that the elders of the city
which is nearest to the slain man shall take
a heifer of the herd, which hasn’t been
worked with and which has not drawn in
the yoke.

4 The elders of that city shall bring the
heifer down to a valleywith runningwater,
which is neither ploughed nor sown, and
shall break the heifer’s neck there in the
valley.

5 The priests the sons of Levi shall come
near, for them the LORD your God has cho-
sen to minister to him, and to bless in the
LORD’s name; and according to their word
shall every controversy and every assault
be decided.

6All theeldersof that citywhich isnearest
to the slainmanshallwash theirhandsover
the heifer whose neck was broken in the
valley.

7 They shall answer and say, “Our hands
have not shed this blood, neither have our
eyes seen it.

8 Forgive, LORD, your people Israel,
whom you have redeemed, and don’t
allow innocent blood amongst your people
Israel.” The blood shall be forgiven them.

9Soyoushall putaway the innocentblood
from amongst you, when you shall do that
which is right in the LORD’s eyes.

10When you go out to battle against your
enemies, and the LORD your God delivers
them into your hands and you carry them
away captive,
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11 and see amongst the captives a beau-
tiful woman, and you are attracted to her,
and desire to take her as your wife,

12 then you shall bring her home to your
house. She shall shave her head and trim
her nails.

13 She shall take off the clothing of her
captivity, and shall remain in your house,
and bewail her father and hermother a full
month. After that you shall go in to her and
be her husband, and she shall be yourwife.

14 It shall be, if you have no delight in
her, then you shall let her go where she
desires; but you shall not sell her at all for
money. You shall not deal with her as a
slave, because you have humbled her.

15 If amanhas twowives, the onebeloved
and the other hated, and they have borne
him children, both the beloved and the
hated, and if the firstborn son is hers who
was hated,

16 then it shall be, in theday thathe causes
his sons to inherit that which he has, that
he may not give the son of the beloved the
rights of the firstborn before the son of the
hated, who is the firstborn;

17but he shall acknowledge the firstborn,
the son of the hated, by giving him a double
portion of all that he has; for he is the
beginning of his strength. The right of the
firstborn is his.

18 If a man has a stubborn and rebellious
sonwhowill not obey the voice of his father
or the voice of his mother, and though they
chasten him, will not listen to them,

19 then his father and his mother shall
take hold of him and bring him out to the
elders of his city and to the gate of his place.

20 They shall tell the elders of his city,
“This our son is stubbornandrebellious. He
will not obey our voice. He is a glutton and
a drunkard.”

21All themenof his city shall stone him to
death with stones. So you shall remove the
evil from amongst you. All Israel shall hear,
and fear.

22 If a man has committed a sin worthy of
death, and he is put to death, and you hang
him on a tree,

23 his body shall not remain all night on
the tree, but you shall surely bury him the
same day; for he who is hanged is accursed
of God. Don’t defile your land which the
LORD your God gives you for an inheri-
tance.

22
1 You shall not see your brother’s ox or

his sheep go astray and hide yourself from
them. You shall surely bring them again to
your brother.

2 If your brother isn’t near to you, or if
you don’t know him, then you shall bring it
home to yourhouse, and it shall bewith you
until your brother comes looking for it, and
you shall restore it to him.

3 So you shall do with his donkey. So
you shall do with his garment. So you shall
do with every lost thing of your brother’s,
which he has lost and you have found. You
may not hide yourself.

4You shall not see your brother’s donkey
or his ox fallen down by the way, and hide
yourself from them. You shall surely help
him to lift them up again.

5 A woman shall not wear men’s cloth-
ing, neither shall a man put on women’s
clothing; for whoever does these things is
an abomination to the LORD your God.

6 If you come across a bird’s nest on the
way, in any tree or on the ground, with
young ones or eggs, and the hen sitting on
the young, or on the eggs, you shall not take
the hen with the young.

7 You shall surely let the hen go, but the
youngyoumay take for yourself, that itmay
bewell with you, and that youmay prolong
your days.

8When you build a new house, then you
shall make a railing around your roof, so
that you don’t bring blood on your house if
anyone falls from there.

9 You shall not sow your vineyard with
twokindsof seed, lest all the fruit bedefiled,
the seed which you have sown, and the
increase of the vineyard.

10 You shall not plough with an ox and a
donkey together.

11 You shall not wear clothes of wool and
linen woven together.

12 You shall make yourselves fringes† on
the four corners of your cloak with which
you cover yourself.

13 If any man takes a wife, and goes in to
her, hates her,

14 accuses her of shameful things, gives
her a bad name, and says, “I took this
woman, and when I came near to her, I
didn’t find in her the tokens of virginity;”

15 then the young lady’s father and
mother shall take and bring the tokens of
the young lady’s virginity to the elders of
the city in the gate.

16 The young lady’s father shall tell the
elders, “I gave my daughter to this man as
his wife, and he hates her.

17Behold, he has accused her of shameful
things, saying, ‘I didn’t find in your daugh-
ter the tokens of virginity;’ andyet these are
the tokens ofmydaughter’s virginity.” They

† 22:12: or, tassels
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shall spread the cloth before the elders of
the city.

18 The elders of that city shall take the
man and chastise him.

19 They shall fine him one hundred
shekels of silver,‡ and give them to the
father of the young lady, because he has
given a bad name to a virgin of Israel. She
shall be his wife. He may not put her away
all his days.

20 But if this thing is true, that the tokens
of virginity were not found in the young
lady,

21 then they shall bringout theyoung lady
to the door of her father’s house, and the
menof her city shall stone her to deathwith
stones, because she has done folly in Israel,
to play the prostitute in her father’s house.
So you shall remove the evil from amongst
you.

22 If a man is found lying with a woman
married to a husband, then they shall both
die, the man who lay with the woman and
the woman. So you shall remove the evil
from Israel.

23 If there is a young lady who is a virgin
pledged to be married to a husband, and a
man finds her in the city, and lies with her,

24 then you shall bring them both out to
the gate of that city, and you shall stone
them todeathwith stones; the lady, because
she didn’t cry, being in the city; and the
man, because he has humbled his neigh-
bour’s wife. So you shall remove the evil
from amongst you.

25 But if the man finds the lady who is
pledged to be married in the field, and the
man forces her and lies with her, then only
themanwho lay with her shall die;

26 but to the lady you shall do nothing.
There is in the lady no sin worthy of death;
for as when a man rises against his neigh-
bour and kills him, even so is this matter;

27 for he found her in the field, the
pledged to bemarried lady cried, and there
was no one to save her.

28 If a man finds a lady who is a virgin,
who is not pledged to bemarried, grabs her
and lies with her, and they are found,

29 then the man who lay with her shall
give to the lady’s father fifty shekels§ of
silver. She shall be his wife, because he has
humbled her. He may not put her away all
his days.

30 A man shall not take his father’s wife,
and shall not uncover his father’s skirt.

23
1 He who is emasculated by crushing or

cutting shall not enter into the LORD’s as-
sembly.

2Apersonbornof a forbiddenunion shall
not enter into the LORD’s assembly; even
to the tenth generation shall no one of his
enter into the LORD’s assembly.

3 An Ammonite or a Moabite shall not
enter into the LORD’s assembly; even to the
tenth generation shall no one belonging to
them enter into the LORD’s assembly for-
ever,

4because theydidn’tmeet youwithbread
and with water on the way when you came
outofEgypt, andbecause theyhiredagainst
you Balaam the son of Beor from Pethor of
Mesopotamia, to curse you.

5 Nevertheless the LORD your God
wouldn’t listen to Balaam, but the LORD
your God turned the curse into a blessing to
you, because the LORD your God loved you.

6 You shall not seek their peace nor their
prosperity all your days forever.

7 You shall not abhor an Edomite, for he
is your brother. You shall not abhor an
Egyptian, because you lived as a foreigner
in his land.

8 The children of the third generation
who are born to them may enter into the
LORD’s assembly.

9When you go out and camp against your
enemies, then you shall keep yourselves
from every evil thing.

10 If there is amongst you anymanwho is
not clean by reason of that which happens
to him by night, then shall he go outside
of the camp. He shall not come within the
camp;

11but it shall be, when evening comes, he
shall bathe himself in water. When the sun
is down, he shall comewithin the camp.

12 You shall have a place also outside of
the campwhere you go relieve yourself.

13 You shall have a trowel amongst your
weapons. It shall be, when you relieve
yourself, you shall digwith it, and shall turn
back and cover your excrement;

14 for the LORD your God walks in the
middle of your camp, to deliver you, and to
giveupyourenemiesbeforeyou. Therefore
your camp shall be holy, that he may not
see an unclean thing in you, and turn away
from you.

15 You shall not deliver to his master a
servantwhohas escaped fromhismaster to
you.

16He shall dwell with you, amongst you,
in the place which he shall choose within
one of your gates, where it pleases himbest.
You shall not oppress him.

‡ 22:19: A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 100 shekels is about a kilogram or 2.2 pounds. § 22:29:
A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces.
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17 There shall be no prostitute of the
daughters of Israel, neither shall there be a
sodomite of the sons of Israel.

18 You shall not bring the hire of a pros-
titute, or the wages of a male prostitute,†
into thehouse of theLORDyourGod for any
vow; for both of these are an abomination
to the LORD your God.

19 You shall not lend on interest to your
brother: interest of money, interest of food,
interest of anything that is lent on interest.

20 You may charge a foreigner interest;
but you shall not charge your brother inter-
est, that the LORD your God may bless you
in all that you put your hand to, in the land
where you go in to possess it.

21When you vow a vow to the LORD your
God, you shall not be slack to pay it, for the
LORDyourGodwill surely require it of you;
and it would be sin in you.

22But if you refrain frommaking a vow, it
shall be no sin in you.

23Youshall observeanddo thatwhichhas
gone out of your lips. Whatever you have
vowed to the LORD your God as a free will
offering, which you have promised with
yourmouth, youmust do.

24When you come into your neighbour’s
vineyard, then you may eat your fill of
grapes at your own pleasure; but you shall
not put any in your container.

25When you come into your neighbour’s
standing grain, then youmaypluck the ears
with your hand; but you shall not use a
sickle on your neighbour’s standing grain.

24
1 When a man takes a wife and marries

her, then it shall be, if she finds no favour
in his eyes because he has found some un-
seemly thing in her, that he shall write her
a certificate of divorce, put it in her hand,
and send her out of his house.

2When she has departed out of his house,
shemay go and be another man’s wife.

3 If the latter husband hates her, and
writes her a certificate of divorce, puts it in
her hand, and sends her out of his house; or
if the latter husband dies, who took her to
be his wife;

4 her former husband, who sent her
away, may not take her again to be his
wife after she is defiled; for that would be
an abomination to the LORD. You shall not
cause the land to sin, which the LORD your
God gives you for an inheritance.

5When a man takes a new wife, he shall
not go out in the army, neither shall he be
assigned any business. He shall be free at
home one year, and shall cheer his wife
whom he has taken.

6No man shall take the mill or the upper
millstone as a pledge, for he takes a life in
pledge.

7 If a man is found stealing any of his
brothers of the children of Israel, and he
deals with him as a slave, or sells him, then
that thief shall die. So you shall remove the
evil from amongst you.

8 Be careful in the plague of leprosy, that
you observe diligently and do according to
all that the Levitical priests teach you. As I
commanded them, so you shall observe to
do.

9Rememberwhat the LORD your God did
to Miriam, by the way as you came out of
Egypt.

10 When you lend your neighbour any
kind of loan, you shall not go into his house
to get his pledge.

11 You shall stand outside, and the man
to whom you lend shall bring the pledge
outside to you.

12 If he is a poor man, you shall not sleep
with his pledge.

13 You shall surely restore to him the
pledge when the sun goes down, that he
may sleep in his garment and bless you.
It shall be righteousness to you before the
LORD your God.

14 You shall not oppress a hired servant
who is poor andneedy, whether he is one of
your brothers or one of the foreigners who
are in your land within your gates.

15 In his day you shall give him his wages,
neither shall the sun go down on it, for he
is poor and sets his heart on it, lest he cry
against you to theLORD, and it be sin to you.

16The fathers shall not be put to death for
the children, neither shall the children be
put todeath for the fathers. Everymanshall
be put to death for his own sin.

17 You shall not deprive the foreigner or
the fatherless of justice, nor take a widow’s
clothing in pledge;

18 but you shall remember that you were
a slave in Egypt, and the LORD your God
redeemed you there. Therefore I command
you to do this thing.

19 When you reap your harvest in your
field, andhave forgotten a sheaf in thefield,
you shall not go again to get it. It shall be for
the foreigner, for the fatherless, and for the
widow, that the LORD your God may bless
you in all the work of your hands.

20 When you beat your olive tree, you
shall not go over the boughs again. It shall
be for the foreigner, for the fatherless, and
for the widow.

21When you harvest your vineyard, you
shall not glean it after yourselves. It shall

† 23:18: literally, dog
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be for the foreigner, for the fatherless, and
for the widow.

22 You shall remember that you were a
slave in the land of Egypt. Therefore I
command you to do this thing.

25
1 If there is a controversy between men,

and they come to judgement and the judges
judge them, then they shall justify the righ-
teous and condemn the wicked.

2 It shall be, if the wicked man is worthy
to be beaten, that the judge shall cause him
to lie downand to be beaten before his face,
according to his wickedness, by number.

3 He may sentence him to no more than
forty stripes. He shall not give more, lest
if he should give more and beat him more
than that many stripes, then your brother
will be degraded in your sight.

4 You shall not muzzle the ox when he
treads out the grain.

5 If brothers dwell together, and one of
them dies and has no son, the wife of
the dead shall not be married outside to a
stranger. Her husband’s brother shall go in
to her, and takeher as hiswife, andperform
the duty of a husband’s brother to her.

6 It shall be that the firstborn whom she
bears shall succeed in the name of his
brother who is dead, that his name not be
blotted out of Israel.

7 If the man doesn’t want to take his
brother’s wife, then his brother’s wife shall
go up to the gate to the elders, and say,
“My husband’s brother refuses to raise up
to his brother a name in Israel. He will not
perform the duty of a husband’s brother to
me.”

8Then the elders of his city shall call him,
and speak to him. If he stands and says, “I
don’t want to take her,”

9 thenhis brother’swife shall come tohim
in the presence of the elders, and loose his
sandal from off his foot, and spit in his face.
She shall answer and say, “So shall it be
done to the man who does not build up his
brother’s house.”

10His name shall be called in Israel, “The
house of himwhohadhis sandal removed.”

11 When men strive against each other,
and the wife of one draws near to deliver
her husband out of the hand of him who
strikes him, and puts out her hand, and
grabs him by his private parts,

12 then you shall cut off her hand. Your
eye shall have no pity.

13 You shall not have in your bag diverse
weights, one heavy and one light.

14 You shall not have in your house di-
verse measures, one large and one small.

15Youshallhaveaperfect and justweight.
You shall have a perfect and just measure,
that your days may be long in the land
which the LORD your God gives you.

16 For all who do such things, all who do
unrighteously, are an abomination to the
LORD your God.

17 Remember what Amalek did to you by
the way as you came out of Egypt,

18how hemet you by the way, and struck
the rearmost of you, allwhowere feeble be-
hind you, when you were faint and weary;
and he didn’t fear God.

19 Therefore it shall be, when the LORD
your God has given you rest from all your
enemies all around, in the land which the
LORDyourGodgivesyou foran inheritance
to possess it, that you shall blot out the
memory of Amalek fromunder the sky. You
shall not forget.

26
1 It shall be, when youhave come in to the

landwhich theLORDyourGodgivesyou for
an inheritance, possess it, and dwell in it,

2 that you shall take some of the first of
all the fruit of the ground, which you shall
bring in from your land that the LORD your
God gives you. You shall put it in a basket,
and shall go to the place which the LORD
your God shall choose to cause his name to
dwell there.

3You shall come to the priestwho shall be
in those days, and tell him, “I profess today
to the LORD your God, that I have come
to the land which the LORD swore to our
fathers to give us.”

4 The priest shall take the basket out of
your hand, and set it downbefore the LORD
your God’s altar.

5 You shall answer and say before the
LORD your God, “My father† was a Syrian
ready to perish. He went down into Egypt,
and lived there, few in number. There
he became a great, mighty, and populous
nation.

6 The Egyptians mistreated us, afflicted
us, and imposed hard labour on us.

7 Then we cried to the LORD, the God of
our fathers. The LORD heard our voice,
and saw our affliction, our toil, and our
oppression.

8 The LORD brought us out of Egypt with
a mighty hand, with an outstretched arm,
with great terror, with signs, andwith won-
ders;

9 and he has brought us into this place,
and has given us this land, a land flowing
withmilk and honey.

10 Now, behold, I have brought the first
of the fruit of the ground, which you, the

† 26:5: or, forefather
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LORD, have givenme.” You shall set it down
before the LORD your God, and worship
before the LORD your God.

11 You shall rejoice in all the good which
the LORD your God has given to you, and
to your house, you, and the Levite, and the
foreigner who is amongst you.

12When you have finished tithing all the
tithe of your increase in the third year,
which is the year of tithing, then you shall
give it to the Levite, to the foreigner, to the
fatherless, and to the widow, that they may
eat within your gates and be filled.

13 You shall say before the LORD your
God, “I have put away the holy things out
of my house, and also have given them
to the Levite, to the foreigner, to the fa-
therless, and to the widow, according to
all your commandment which you have
commanded me. I have not transgressed
any of your commandments, neither have
I forgotten them.

14 I have not eaten of it in my mourning,
neither have I removed any of it while I
was unclean, nor given of it for the dead. I
have listened to the LORD my God’s voice.
I have done according to all that you have
commandedme.

15 Look down from your holy habitation,
from heaven, and bless your people Israel,
and the ground which you have given us,
as you swore to our fathers, a land flowing
withmilk and honey.”

16 Today the LORD your God commands
you to do these statutes and ordinances.
You shall therefore keep and do them with
all your heart and with all your soul.

17You have declared today that the LORD
is your God, and that you would walk in
his ways, keep his statutes, his command-
ments, and his ordinances, and listen to his
voice.

18 The LORD has declared today that you
are a people for his own possession, as he
haspromisedyou, and that you shouldkeep
all his commandments.

19Hewillmakeyouhighaboveall nations
that he hasmade, in praise, in name, and in
honour, and that you may be a holy people
to the LORD your God, as he has spoken.

27
1 Moses and the elders of Israel com-

manded the people, saying, “Keep all the
commandment which I command you to-
day.

2 It shall be on the day when you shall
pass over the Jordan to the land which the
LORD your God gives you, that you shall

set yourself up great stones, and coat them
with plaster.

3You shall write on them all the words of
this law, when you have passed over, that
you may go in to the land which the LORD
your God gives you, a land flowing with
milk and honey, as the LORD, the God of
your fathers, has promised you.

4 It shall be, when you have crossed over
the Jordan, that you shall set up these
stones, which I command you today, on
Mount Ebal, and you shall coat them with
plaster.

5 There you shall build an altar to the
LORDyourGod, analtar of stones. You shall
not use any iron tool on them.

6 You shall build the LORD your God’s
altar of uncut stones. You shall offer burnt
offerings on it to the LORD your God.

7 You shall sacrifice peace offerings, and
shall eat there. You shall rejoice before the
LORD your God.

8 You shall write on the stones all the
words of this law very plainly.”

9 Moses and the Levitical priests spoke
to all Israel, saying, “Be silent and listen,
Israel! Today you have become the people
of the LORD your God.

10You shall therefore obey theLORDyour
God’s voice, anddohis commandments and
his statutes, which I command you today.”

11Moses commanded thepeople the same
day, saying,

12 “These shall stand on Mount Gerizim
to bless the people, when you have crossed
over the Jordan: Simeon, Levi, Judah, Is-
sachar, Joseph, and Benjamin.

13These shall stand onMount Ebal for the
curse: Reuben, Gad, Asher, Zebulun, Dan,
and Naphtali.

14With a loud voice, the Levites shall say
to all the men of Israel,

15 ‘Cursed is the man who makes an en-
graved or molten image, an abomination
to the LORD, the work of the hands of the
craftsman, and sets it up in secret.’
All the people shall answer and say,

‘Amen.’
16 ‘Cursed is hewhodishonours his father

or his mother.’
All the people shall say, ‘Amen.’
17 ‘Cursed is he who removes his neigh-

bour’s landmark.’
All the people shall say, ‘Amen.’
18 ‘Cursed is hewho leads the blind astray

on the road.’
All the people shall say, ‘Amen.’
19 ‘Cursed is he who withholds justice

from the foreigner, fatherless, and widow.’
All the people shall say, ‘Amen.’

† 27:20: i.e., has sexual relations with
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20 ‘Cursed is he who lies with† his father’s
wife, because he dishonours his father’s
bed.’
All the people shall say, ‘Amen.’
21 ‘Cursed is he who lies with any kind of

animal.’
All the people shall say, ‘Amen.’
22 ‘Cursed is hewho lieswith his sister, his

father’s daughter or hismother’s daughter.’
All the people shall say, ‘Amen.’
23 ‘Cursed is he who lies with his mother-

in-law.’
All the people shall say, ‘Amen.’
24 ‘Cursed is he who secretly kills his

neighbour.’
All the people shall say, ‘Amen.’
25 ‘Cursed is hewho takes abribe to kill an

innocent person.’
All the people shall say, ‘Amen.’
26 ‘Cursed is he who doesn’t uphold the

words of this law by doing them.’
All the people shall say, ‘Amen.’ ”

28
1 It shall happen, if you shall listen dili-

gently to the LORD your God’s voice, to
observe to do all his commandmentswhich
I command you today, that the LORD your
God will set you high above all the nations
of the earth.

2All these blessings will come upon you,
and overtake you, if you listen to the LORD
your God’s voice.

3 You shall be blessed in the city, and you
shall be blessed in the field.

4 You shall be blessed in the fruit of your
body, the fruit of your ground, the fruit
of your animals, the increase of your live-
stock, and the young of your flock.

5 Your basket and your kneading trough
shall be blessed.

6 You shall be blessed when you come in,
and you shall be blessed when you go out.

7The LORD will cause your enemies who
rise up against you to be struck before you.
They will come out against you one way,
and will flee before you seven ways.

8TheLORDwill command theblessing on
you in your barns, and in all that you put
your hand to. He will bless you in the land
which the LORD your God gives you.

9 The LORD will establish you for a holy
people to himself, as he has sworn to you,
if you shall keep the commandments of the
LORD your God, and walk in his ways.

10 All the peoples of the earth shall see
that youare calledby theLORD’s name, and
they will be afraid of you.

11 The LORD will grant you abundant
prosperity in the fruit of your body, in the
fruit of your livestock, and in the fruit of

your ground, in the land which the LORD
swore to your fathers to give you.

12 The LORD will open to you his good
treasure in the sky, to give the rain of your
land in its season, and to bless all the work
ofyourhand. Youwill lend tomanynations,
and you will not borrow.

13The LORD will make you the head, and
not the tail. You will be above only, and
you will not be beneath, if you listen to
the commandments of the LORD your God
which I command you today, to observe
and to do,

14and shall not turn away fromany of the
words which I command you today, to the
right hand or to the left, to go after other
gods to serve them.

15 But it shall come to pass, if you will
not listen to the LORD your God’s voice, to
observe to do all his commandments and
his statutes which I command you today,
that all these curses will come on you and
overtake you.

16 You will be cursed in the city, and you
will be cursed in the field.

17Your basket and your kneading trough
will be cursed.

18The fruit of your body, the fruit of your
ground, the increase of your livestock, and
the young of your flock will be cursed.

19 You will be cursed when you come in,
and you will be cursed when you go out.

20 The LORD will send on you cursing,
confusion, and rebuke in all that you put
your hand to do, until you are destroyed
and until you perish quickly, because of
the evil of your doings, by which you have
forsakenme.

21 The LORD will make the pestilence
cling to you, until he has consumed you
fromoff the landwhere you go in to possess
it.

22 The LORD will strike you with con-
sumption, with fever, with inflammation,
with fiery heat, with the sword, with blight,
and with mildew. They will pursue you
until you perish.

23 Your sky that is over your head will be
bronze, and the earth that is under youwill
be iron.

24 The LORD will make the rain of your
landpowderanddust. Itwill comedownon
you from the sky, until you are destroyed.

25 The LORD will cause you to be struck
before your enemies. You will go out one
way against them, and will flee seven ways
before them. You will be tossed back and
forth amongst all the kingdomsof the earth.

26 Your dead bodies will be food to all
birds of the sky, and to the animals of the
earth; and there will be no one to frighten
them away.



Deuteronomy 28:27 181 Deuteronomy 28:57

27The LORDwill strike you with the boils
of Egypt, with the tumours, with the scurvy,
and with the itch, of which you can not be
healed.

28TheLORDwill strikeyouwithmadness,
with blindness, and with astonishment of
heart.

29You will grope at noonday, as the blind
gropes in darkness, and you shall not pros-
per in your ways. You will only be op-
pressed and robbed always, and there will
be no one to save you.

30 You will betroth a wife, and another
man shall lie with her. You will build a
house, and you won’t dwell in it. You will
plant a vineyard, and not use its fruit.

31 Your ox will be slain before your eyes,
and you will not eat any of it. Your donkey
will be violently taken away from before
your face, and will not be restored to you.
Your sheep will be given to your enemies,
and you will have no one to save you.

32 Your sons and your daughters will be
given to another people. Your eyeswill look
and fail with longing for them all day long.
There will be no power in your hand.

33 A nation which you don’t know will
eat the fruit of your ground and all of your
work. You will only be oppressed and
crushed always,

34 so that the sights that you seewith your
eyes will drive youmad.

35 The LORD will strike you in the knees
and in the legswith a soreboil, ofwhichyou
cannot be healed, from the sole of your foot
to the crown of your head.

36TheLORDwill bring you, and your king
whom you will set over yourselves, to a
nation that you have not known, you nor
your fathers. There you will serve other
gods of wood and stone.

37 You will become an astonishment, a
proverb, and a byword amongst all the peo-
ples where the LORDwill lead you away.

38 You will carry much seed out into the
field, and will gather little in, for the locust
will consume it.

39 You will plant vineyards and dress
them,butyouwillneitherdrinkof thewine,
nor harvest, because worms will eat them.

40Youwill have olive trees throughout all
yourborders, but youwon’t anoint yourself
with the oil, for your olives will drop off.

41Youwill father sons and daughters, but
they will not be yours, for they will go into
captivity.

42 Locusts will consume all of your trees
and the fruit of your ground.

43 The foreigner who is amongst you will
mount up above youhigher andhigher, and
you will come down lower and lower.

44Hewill lend to you, and youwon’t lend
to him. He will be the head, and you will be
the tail.

45All these curses will come on you, and
will pursue you and overtake you, until
you aredestroyed, because youdidn’t listen
to the LORD your God’s voice, to keep his
commandments and his statutes which he
commanded you.

46Theywill be for a sign and for awonder
to you and to your offspring forever.

47 Because you didn’t serve the LORD
yourGodwith joyfulness andwith gladness
of heart, by reason of the abundance of all
things;

48 therefore you will serve your ene-
mies whom the LORD sends against you, in
hunger, in thirst, in nakedness, and in lack
of all things. He will put an iron yoke on
your neck until he has destroyed you.

49 The LORD will bring a nation against
you from far away, from the end of the
earth, as the eagle flies: a nation whose
language you will not understand,

50 a nation of fierce facial expressions,
that doesn’t respect the elderly, nor show
favour to the young.

51They will eat the fruit of your livestock
and the fruit of your ground, until you are
destroyed. They also won’t leave you grain,
new wine, oil, the increase of your live-
stock, or the young of your flock, until they
have caused you to perish.

52 They will besiege you in all your gates
until your high and fortified walls in which
you trusted comedown throughout all your
land. Theywill besiege you in all your gates
throughout all your land which the LORD
your God has given you.

53You will eat the fruit of your own body,
the flesh of your sons and of your daugh-
ters, whom the LORD your God has given
you, in the siege and in the distress with
which your enemies will distress you.

54 The man who is tender amongst you,
and very delicate, his eye will be evil to-
wards his brother, towards the wife whom
he loves, and towards the remnant of his
children whom he has remaining,

55 so that hewill not give to any of themof
the flesh of his children whom he will eat,
because he has nothing left to him, in the
siege and in the distress with which your
enemywill distress you in all your gates.

56 The tender and delicate woman
amongst you, who would not venture to
set the sole of her foot on the ground for
delicateness and tenderness, her eye will
be evil towards the husband that she loves,
towards her son, towards her daughter,

57 towards her young one who comes out
from between her feet, and towards her
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children whom she bears; for she will eat
them secretly for lack of all things in the
siege and in the distress with which your
enemywill distress you in your gates.

58 If you will not observe to do all the
words of this law that are written in this
book, that you may fear this glorious and
fearful name, THE LORD† your God,

59 then the LORD will make your plagues
and the plagues of your offspring fearful,
even great plagues, and of long duration,
and severe sicknesses, andof longduration.

60He will bring on you again all the dis-
eases of Egypt, which you were afraid of;
and they will cling to you.

61 Also every sickness and every plague
which is not written in the book of this law,
the LORD will bring them on you until you
are destroyed.

62 You will be left few in number, even
though you were as the stars of the sky for
multitude, because you didn’t listen to the
LORD your God’s voice.

63 Itwill happen that as theLORDrejoiced
over you to do you good, and to multiply
you, so the LORD will rejoice over you to
cause you to perish and to destroy you. You
will be plucked from the land that you are
going in to possess.

64 The LORD will scatter you amongst all
peoples, from one end of the earth to the
other end of the earth. There youwill serve
other gods which you have not known, you
nor your fathers, even wood and stone.

65Amongst these nations you will find no
ease, and therewill be no rest for the sole of
your foot; but theLORDwill giveyou therea
trembling heart, failing of eyes, and pining
of soul.

66Your life will hang in doubt before you.
You will be afraid night and day, and will
have no assurance of your life.

67 In the morning you will say, “I wish it
were evening!” and at evening youwill say,
“I wish it were morning!” for the fear of
your heart which you will fear, and for the
sights which your eyes will see.

68 The LORD will bring you into Egypt
again with ships, by the way of which I
told you that you would never see it again.
There you will offer yourselves to your en-
emies for male and female slaves, and no-
body will buy you.

29
1 These are the words of the covenant

which the LORD commanded Moses to
make with the children of Israel in the land
of Moab, in addition to the covenant which
hemade with them in Horeb.

2 Moses called to all Israel, and said to
them:
Your eyes have seen all that the LORD did

in the land of Egypt to Pharaoh, and to all
his servants, and to all his land;

3 the great trials which your eyes saw, the
signs, and those great wonders.

4But the LORD has not given you a heart
to know, eyes to see, and ears to hear, to this
day.

5 I have led you forty years in the wilder-
ness. Your clothes have not grown old on
you, and your sandals have not grown old
on your feet.

6 You have not eaten bread, neither have
you drunk wine or strong drink, that you
may know that I am the LORD your God.

7When you came to this place, Sihon the
king of Heshbon and Og the king of Bashan
came out against us to battle, andwe struck
them.

8 We took their land, and gave it for an
inheritance to the Reubenites, and to the
Gadites, and to the half-tribe of the Manas-
sites.

9 Therefore keep the words of this
covenant and do them, that you may
prosper in all that you do.

10 All of you stand today in the presence
of the LORD your God: your heads, your
tribes, your elders, and your officers, even
all the men of Israel,

11 your little ones, your wives, and the
foreigners who are in the middle of your
camps, from the onewho cuts yourwood to
the one who draws your water,

12 that you may enter into the covenant
of the LORD your God, and into his oath,
which the LORD your God makes with you
today,

13 that he may establish you today as his
people, and that he may be your God, as
he spoke to you and as he swore to your
fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.

14 Neither do I make this covenant and
this oath with you only,

15 but with those who stand here with us
today before the LORD our God, and also
with those who are not here with us today

16 (for you know howwe lived in the land
of Egypt, and how we came through the
middle of the nations through which you
passed;

17 and you have seen their abominations
and their idols of wood, stone, silver, and
gold, which were amongst them);

18 lest there should be amongst you man,
woman, family, or tribe whose heart turns
away today from the LORD our God, to go

† 28:58: LORD or GOD in all caps is from theHebrewיהוה Yahweh exceptwhen otherwise noted as being from the short
form יה Yah.
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to serve the gods of those nations; lest there
should be amongst you a root that produces
bitter poison;

19 and it happen, when he hears the
words of this curse, that he bless himself
in his heart, saying, “I shall have peace,
though I walk in the stubbornness of my
heart,” to destroy themoist with the dry.

20 The LORD will not pardon him, but
then the LORD’s anger and his jealousy will
smoke against that man, and all the curse
that is written in this book will fall on him,
and the LORD will blot out his name from
under the sky.

21The LORDwill set himapart for evil out
of all the tribes of Israel, according to all the
curses of the covenant written in this book
of the law.

22The generation to come—your children
whowill riseupafter you, and the foreigner
who will come from a far land—will say,
when they see the plagues of that land, and
the sicknesses with which the LORD has
made it sick,

23 that all of its land is sulphur, salt, and
burning, that it is not sown, doesn’t pro-
duce, nor does any grass grow in it, like the
overthrow of Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah,
and Zeboiim,which the LORDoverthrew in
his anger, and in his wrath.

24 Even all the nations will say, “Why has
the LORD done this to this land? What does
the heat of this great anger mean?”

25Thenmenwill say, “Because they aban-
doned the covenant of the LORD, the God
of their fathers, which he made with them
when he brought them out of the land of
Egypt,

26 and went and served other gods and
worshipped them, gods that they didn’t
know and that he had not given to them.

27 Therefore the LORD’s anger burnt
against this land, to bring on it all the curses
that are written in this book.

28The LORD rooted themout of their land
in anger, inwrath, and in great indignation,
and thrust them into another land, as it is
today.”

29 The secret things belong to the LORD
our God; but the things that are revealed
belong to us and to our children forever,
that wemay do all the words of this law.

30
1 It shall happen, when all these things

have come on you, the blessing and the
curse, which I have set before you, and you
shall call them to mind amongst all the na-
tions where the LORD your God has driven
you,

2 and return to the LORD your God and
obey his voice according to all that I com-
mand you today, you and your children,
with all your heart and with all your soul,

3 that then theLORDyourGodwill release
you from captivity, have compassion on
you, andwill returnandgather you fromall
the peoples where the LORD your God has
scattered you.

4 If your outcasts are in the uttermost
parts of the heavens, from there the LORD
yourGodwill gather you, and from therehe
will bring you back.

5 The LORD your God will bring you into
the land which your fathers possessed, and
you will possess it. He will do you good,
and increaseyournumbersmore thanyour
fathers.

6TheLORDyourGodwill circumciseyour
heart, and the heart of your offspring, to
love the LORD your Godwith all your heart
and with all your soul, that youmay live.

7 The LORD your God will put all these
curses on your enemies and on those who
hate you, who persecuted you.

8 You shall return and obey the LORD’s
voice, and do all his commandments which
I command you today.

9The LORD your Godwill make you pros-
perous in all the work of your hand, in
the fruit of your body, in the fruit of your
livestock, and in the fruit of your ground,
for good; for the LORD will again rejoice
over you for good, as he rejoiced over your
fathers,

10 if you will obey the LORD your God’s
voice, to keep his commandments and his
statutes which are written in this book of
the law, if you turn to the LORD your God
with all your heart and with all your soul.

11 For this commandment which I com-
mand you today is not too hard for you or
too distant.

12 It is not in heaven, that you should say,
“Whowill go up for us to heaven, bring it to
us, andproclaim it to us, thatwemaydo it?”

13 Neither is it beyond the sea, that you
should say, “Whowill go over the sea for us,
bring it to us, and proclaim it to us, that we
may do it?”

14But theword isverynear toyou, inyour
mouthand inyourheart, that youmaydo it.

15Behold, I have set before you today life
and prosperity, and death and evil.

16 For I command you today to love the
LORD your God, to walk in his ways and
to keep his commandments, his statutes,
and his ordinances, that you may live and
multiply, and that the LORD your God may
bless you in the land where you go in to
possess it.
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17 But if your heart turns away, and you
will not hear, but are drawn away andwor-
ship other gods, and serve them,

18 I declare to you today that you will
surely perish. You will not prolong your
days in the land where you pass over the
Jordan to go in to possess it.

19 I call heaven and earth to witness
against you today that I have set before you
life and death, the blessing and the curse.
Therefore choose life, that you may live,
you and your descendants,

20 to love the LORD your God, to obey his
voice, and to cling to him; for he is your life,
and the length of your days, that you may
dwell in the land which the LORD swore to
your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to
Jacob, to give them.

31
1Moseswent and spoke thesewords to all

Israel.
2He said to them, “I am one hundred and

twenty years old today. I cannomore goout
and come in. The LORD has said tome, ‘You
shall not go over this Jordan.’

3The LORD your God himself will go over
before you. He will destroy these nations
from before you, and you shall dispossess
them. Joshuawill go over before you, as the
LORD has spoken.

4 The LORD will do to them as he did to
Sihon and to Og, the kings of the Amorites,
and to their land, when he destroyed them.

5 The LORD will deliver them up before
you, and you shall do to them according to
all the commandment which I have com-
manded you.

6 Be strong and courageous. Don’t be
afraid or scared of them, for the LORD your
God himself is who goes with you. He will
not fail you nor forsake you.”

7Moses called to Joshua, and said to him
in the sight of all Israel, “Be strong and
courageous, for you shall go with this peo-
ple into the landwhich the LORDhas sworn
to their fathers to give them; and you shall
cause them to inherit it.

8 The LORD himself is who goes before
you. He will be with you. He will not fail
you nor forsake you. Don’t be afraid. Don’t
be discouraged.”

9Moses wrote this law and delivered it to
the priests the sons of Levi, who bore the
ark of the LORD’s covenant, and to all the
elders of Israel.

10 Moses commanded them, saying, “At
the end of every seven years, in the set time
of the year of release, in the feast of booths,

11when all Israel has come to appear be-
fore the LORD your God in the place which

he will choose, you shall read this law be-
fore all Israel in their hearing.

12 Assemble the people, the men and the
women and the little ones, and the foreign-
ers who are within your gates, that they
may hear, learn, fear the LORD your God,
and observe to do all the words of this law,

13 and that their children, who have not
known, may hear and learn to fear the
LORD your God, as long as you live in the
land where you go over the Jordan to pos-
sess it.”

14The LORD said to Moses, “Behold, your
days approach that you must die. Call
Joshua, and present yourselves in the Tent
of Meeting, that I may commission him.”
Moses and Joshua went, and presented

themselves in the Tent of Meeting.
15 The LORD appeared in the Tent in a

pillar of cloud, and the pillar of cloud stood
over the Tent’s door.

16 The LORD said to Moses, “Behold, you
shall sleep with your fathers. This people
will rise up and play the prostitute after the
strange gods of the land where they go to
be amongst them, and will forsake me and
breakmy covenantwhich I havemadewith
them.

17Thenmy anger shall be kindled against
them in that day, and I will forsake them,
and I will hide my face from them, and
they shall be devoured, andmany evils and
troubles shall come on them; so that they
will say in that day, ‘Haven’t these evils
come on us because our God is not amongst
us?’

18 I will surely hide my face in that day
for all the evilwhich they have done, in that
they have turned to other gods.

19 “Now therefore write this song for
yourselves, and teach it to the children of
Israel. Put it in their mouths, that this
song may be a witness for me against the
children of Israel.

20For when I have brought them into the
landwhich I swore to their fathers, flowing
with milk and honey, and they have eaten
and filled themselves, and grown fat, then
theywill turn toother gods, and serve them,
and despise me, and breakmy covenant.

21 It will happen, when many evils and
troubles have come on them, that this song
will testify before them as a witness; for it
will not be forgotten out of the mouths of
their descendants; for I know their ways
and what they are doing today, before I
have brought them into the land which I
promised them.”

22 SoMoses wrote this song the same day,
and taught it to the children of Israel.

23 He commissioned Joshua the son of
Nun, and said, “Be strong and courageous;
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foryoushall bring thechildrenof Israel into
the land which I swore to them. I will be
with you.”

24 When Moses had finished writing the
words of this law in a book, until they were
finished,

25 Moses commanded the Levites, who
bore thearkof theLORD’s covenant, saying,

26 “Take this book of the law, and put it by
the side of the ark of the LORD your God’s
covenant, that it may be there for a witness
against you.

27For I knowyour rebellion and your stiff
neck. Behold, while I am yet alive with you
today, you have been rebellious against the
LORD. Howmuchmore after my death?

28 Assemble to me all the elders of your
tribes and your officers, that I may speak
these words in their ears, and call heaven
and earth to witness against them.

29For I know that after my death youwill
utterly corrupt yourselves, and turn away
from the way which I have commanded
you; andevilwill happen to you in the latter
days, because you will do that which is evil
in the LORD’s sight, to provokehim to anger
through the work of your hands.”

30 Moses spoke in the ears of all the as-
sembly of Israel thewords of this song, until
they were finished.

32
1Give ear, you heavens, and I will speak.

Let the earth hear the words of my
mouth.

2My doctrine will drop as the rain.
My speech will condense as the dew,
as themisty rain on the tender grass,
as the showers on the herb.

3For I will proclaim the LORD’s name.
Ascribe greatness to our God!

4The Rock: his work is perfect,
for all his ways are just.
A God of faithfulness who does no
wrong,

just and right is he.
5They have dealt corruptly with him.

They are not his children, because of
their defect.

Theyareaperverseandcrookedgener-
ation.

6 Is this the way you repay the LORD,
foolish and unwise people?

Isn’t he your father who has bought you?
He has made you and established you.

7Remember the days of old.
Consider the years of many genera-
tions.

Ask your father, and he will show you;
your elders, and they will tell you.

8 When the Most High gave to the nations
their inheritance,

whenheseparated thechildrenofmen,
he set the bounds of the peoples

according to the number of the chil-
dren of Israel.

9For the LORD’s portion is his people.
Jacob is the lot of his inheritance.

10He found him in a desert land,
in the waste howling wilderness.

He surrounded him.
He cared for him.
He kept him as the apple of his eye.

11As an eagle that stirs up her nest,
that flutters over her young,

he spread abroad his wings,
he took them,
he bore them on his feathers.

12The LORD alone led him.
There was no foreign god with him.

13 He made him ride on the high places of
the earth.

He ate the increase of the field.
Hecausedhimtosuckhoneyoutof therock,

oil out of the flinty rock;
14 butter from the herd, and milk from the

flock,
with fat of lambs,
rams of the breed of Bashan, and goats,
with the finest of the wheat.
From the blood of the grape, you drank
wine.

15But Jeshurun grew fat, and kicked.
You have grown fat.
You have grown thick.
You have become sleek.

Then he abandoned Godwhomade him,
and rejected the Rock of his salvation.

16Theymoved him to jealousywith strange
gods.

They provoked him to anger with
abominations.

17They sacrificed to demons, not God,
to gods that they didn’t know,
to new gods that came up recently,
which your fathers didn’t dread.

18Of the Rock who became your father, you
are unmindful,

and have forgotten God who gave you
birth.

19The LORD saw and abhorred,
because of the provocation of his sons
and his daughters.

20He said, “I will hide my face from them.
I will see what their end will be;

for they are a very perverse generation,
children in whom is no faithfulness.

21Theyhavemovedmeto jealousywith that
which is not God.

They have provoked me to anger with
their vanities.

Iwillmove them to jealousywith thosewho
are not a people.
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I will provoke them to anger with a
foolish nation.

22For a fire is kindled inmy anger,
that burns to the lowest Sheol,†
devours the earth with its increase,
and sets the foundations of the moun-
tains on fire.

23 “I will heap evils on them.
I will spendmy arrows on them.

24They shall be wasted with hunger,
and devoured with burning heat
and bitter destruction.

I will send the teeth of animals on them,
with the venom of vipers that glide in
the dust.

25Outside the sword will bereave,
and in the rooms,
terror on both youngman and virgin,
the nursing infantwith the grey-haired
man.

26 I said that I would scatter them afar.
I would make their memory to cease
from amongst men;

27were it not that I feared the provocation
of the enemy,

lest their adversaries should judge
wrongly,

lest they should say, ‘Our hand is ex-
alted;

the LORD has not done all this.’ ”
28For they are a nation void of counsel.

There is no understanding in them.
29Oh that they were wise, that they under-

stood this,
that they would consider their latter
end!

30How could one chase a thousand,
and two put ten thousand to flight,

unless their Rock had sold them,
and the LORD had delivered them up?

31For their rock is not as our Rock,
even our enemies themselves concede.

32For their vine is of the vine of Sodom,
of the fields of Gomorrah.

Their grapes are poison grapes.
Their clusters are bitter.

33Their wine is the poison of serpents,
the cruel venom of asps.

34 “Isn’t this laid up in store withme,
sealed up amongst my treasures?

35Vengeance is mine, and recompense,
at the time when their foot slides,

for the day of their calamity is at hand.
Their doom rushes at them.”

36For the LORDwill judge his people,
and have compassion on his servants,

when he sees that their power is gone,
that there is no one remaining, shut up
or left at large.

37Hewill say, “Where are their gods,
the rock in which they took refuge,

38which ate the fat of their sacrifices,
anddrank thewine of their drink offer-
ing?

Let them rise up and help you!
Let them be your protection.

39 “See now that I myself am he.
There is no god withme.

I kill and I make alive.
I wound and I heal.
There is no one who can deliver out of
my hand.

40 For I lift up my hand to heaven and de-
clare,

as I live forever,
41 if I sharpenmy glittering sword,

my hand grasps it in judgement;
I will take vengeance onmy adversaries,

and will repay those who hate me.
42 I will makemy arrows drunk with blood.

My sword shall devour flesh with the
blood of the slain and the captives,

from the head of the leaders of the en-
emy.”

43Rejoice, you nations, with his people,
for he will avenge the blood of his ser-
vants.

He will take vengeance on his adver-
saries,

and will make atonement for his land
and for his people.‡

44Moses came and spoke all the words of
this song in the ears of the people, he and
Joshua the son of Nun.

45Moses finished reciting all these words
to all Israel.

46 He said to them, “Set your heart to
all the words which I testify to you today,
which you shall command your children to
observe to do, all the words of this law.

47For it is no vain thing for you, because it
is your life, and through this thing you shall
prolong yourdays in the land,where yougo
over the Jordan to possess it.”

48 The LORD spoke to Moses that same
day, saying,

49 “Goup into thismountain of Abarim, to
Mount Nebo, which is in the land of Moab,
that is across from Jericho; and see the land

† 32:22: Sheol is the place of the dead. ‡ 32:43: For this verse, LXX reads: Rejoice, you heavens, with him, and let all
the angels of God worship him; rejoice you Gentiles, with his people, and let all the sons of God strengthen themselves
in him; for he will avenge the blood of his sons, and he will give vengeance, and recompense justice to his enemies, and
will reward them that hate him; and the Lord shall purge the land of his people.
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of Canaan, which I give to the children of
Israel for a possession.

50Die on the mountain where you go up,
and be gathered to your people, as Aaron
your brother died on Mount Hor, and was
gathered to his people;

51 because you trespassed against me
amongst the children of Israel at thewaters
of Meribah of Kadesh, in the wilderness of
Zin; because you didn’t upholdmy holiness
amongst the children of Israel.

52 For you shall see the land from a dis-
tance; but you shall not go there into the
land which I give the children of Israel.”

33
1 This is the blessing with which Moses

the man of God blessed the children of Is-
rael before his death.

2He said,
“The LORD came from Sinai,

and rose from Seir to them.
He shone fromMount Paran.

Hecame fromthe ten thousandsofholy
ones.

At his right hand was a fiery law for
them.†

3Yes, he loves the people.
All his saints are in your hand.
They sat down at your feet.
Each receives your words.

4Moses commanded us a law,
an inheritance for the assembly of Ja-
cob.

5Hewas king in Jeshurun,
when the heads of the people were
gathered,

all the tribes of Israel together.

6 “Let Reuben live, and not die;
Nor let his men be few.”

7This is for Judah. He said,
“Hear, LORD, the voice of Judah.

Bring him in to his people.
With his hands he contended for himself.

You shall be a help against his adver-
saries.”

8About Levi he said,
“Your Thummim and your Urim are with

your godly one,
whom you proved at Massah,
with whom you contended at the wa-
ters of Meribah.

9He said of his father, and of his mother, ‘I
have not seen him.’

He didn’t acknowledge his brothers,
nor did he know his own children;

for they have observed your word,
and keep your covenant.

10They shall teach Jacob your ordinances,
and Israel your law.

They shall put incense before you,
andwhole burnt offering on your altar.

11LORD, bless his skills.
Accept the work of his hands.

Strike through the hips of thosewho rise up
against him,

of those who hate him, that they not
rise again.”

12About Benjamin he said,
“The beloved of the LORD will dwell in

safety by him.
He covers him all day long.
He dwells between his shoulders.”

13About Joseph he said,
“His land is blessed by the LORD,

for the precious things of the heavens,
for the dew,

for the deep that couches beneath,
14 for the precious things of the fruits of the

sun,
for the precious things that the moon
can yield,

15 for the best things of the ancient moun-
tains,

for the precious things of the everlast-
ing hills,

16 for the precious things of the earth and its
fullness,

the good will of him who lived in the
bush.‡

Let this come on the head of Joseph,
on the crown of the head of him who
was separated from his brothers.

17 Majesty belongs to the firstborn of his
herd.

His horns are the horns of the wild ox.
With them he will push all the peoples
to the ends of the earth.

They are the ten thousands of Ephraim.
They are the thousands of Manasseh.”

18About Zebulun he said,
“Rejoice, Zebulun, in your going out;

and Issachar, in your tents.
19 They will call the peoples to the moun-

tain.
There they will offer sacrifices of righ-
teousness,

for theywill draw out the abundance of the
seas,

the hidden treasures of the sand.”
20About Gad he said,

“Hewho enlarges Gad is blessed.
He dwells as a lioness,
and tears the arm and the crown of the
head.

21He provided the first part for himself,
† 33:2: another manuscript reads “He came with myriads of holy ones from the south, from his mountain slopes.”
‡ 33:16: i.e., the burning bush of Exodus 3:3-4.
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for the lawgiver’s portionwas reserved
for him.

He camewith the heads of the people.
He executed the righteousness of the
LORD,

His ordinances with Israel.”
22About Dan he said,

“Dan is a lion’s cub
that leaps out of Bashan.”

23About Naphtali he said,
“Naphtali, satisfied with favour,

full of the LORD’s blessing,
Possess the west and the south.”

24About Asher he said,
“Asher is blessed with children.

Let him be acceptable to his brothers.
Let him dip his foot in oil.

25Your bars will be iron and bronze.
As your days, so your strength will be.

26 “There is no one like God, Jeshurun,
who rides on theheavens for yourhelp,
in his excellency on the skies.

27The eternal God is your dwelling place.
Underneath are the everlasting arms.

He thrust out the enemy from before you,
and said, ‘Destroy!’

28 Israel dwells in safety,
the fountain of Jacob alone,

In a land of grain and newwine.
Yes, his heavens drop down dew.

29You are happy, Israel!
Who is like you, a people saved by the
LORD,

the shield of your help,
the sword of your excellency?

Your enemies will submit themselves to
you.

You will tread on their high places.”

34
1Moses went up from the plains of Moab

to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, that is
opposite Jericho. The LORD showed him all
the land of Gilead to Dan,

2 and all Naphtali, and the land of
Ephraim and Manasseh, and all the land
of Judah, to theWestern Sea,

3 and the south,† and the Plain of the
valley of Jericho the city of palm trees, to
Zoar.

4 The LORD said to him, “This is the land
which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and
to Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to your off-
spring.’ I havecausedyou to see itwithyour
eyes, but you shall not go over there.”

5 So Moses the servant of the LORD died
there in the land of Moab, according to the
LORD’s word.

6He buried him in the valley in the land
of Moab opposite Beth Peor, but no man
knows where his tomb is to this day.

7 Moses was one hundred and twenty
years old when he died. His eye was not
dim, nor his strength gone.

8 The children of Israel wept for Moses
in the plains of Moab thirty days, until the
days of weeping in themourning for Moses
were ended.

9 Joshua the son of Nun was full of the
spirit of wisdom, for Moses had laid his
hands on him. The children of Israel lis-
tened to him, and did as the LORD com-
mandedMoses.

10 Since then, there has not arisen a
prophet in Israel like Moses, whom the
LORD knew face to face,

11 in all the signs and the wonders which
theLORDsenthimtodo in the landofEgypt,
to Pharaoh, and to all his servants, and to all
his land,

12 and in all the mighty hand, and in all
the awesome deeds, whichMoses did in the
sight of all Israel.

† 34:3: or, Negev
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The Book of
Joshua

1Nowafter thedeathofMoses the servant
of the LORD,† the LORD spoke to Joshua the
son of Nun, Moses’ servant, saying,

2 “Moses my servant is dead. Now there-
fore arise, go across this Jordan, you and all
these people, to the land which I am giving
to them, even to the children of Israel.

3 I havegivenyoueveryplace that the sole
of your foot will tread on, as I told Moses.

4 From the wilderness and this Lebanon
even to the great river, the river Euphrates,
all the land of the Hittites, and to the great
sea towards the goingdownof the sun, shall
be your border.

5Nomanwill be able to stand before you
all thedaysof your life. As IwaswithMoses,
so I will be with you. I will not fail you nor
forsake you.

6 “Be strong and courageous; for you shall
cause this people to inherit the landwhich I
swore to their fathers to give them.

7Only be strong and very courageous. Be
careful to observe to do according to all the
law which Moses my servant commanded
you. Don’t turn from it to the right hand or
to the left, that you may have good success
wherever you go.

8 This book of the law shall not depart
fromyourmouth, but you shallmeditate on
it day and night, that youmay observe to do
according to all that is written in it; for then
you shall make your way prosperous, and
then you shall have good success.

9 Haven’t I commanded you? Be strong
and courageous. Don’t be afraid. Don’t be
dismayed, for the LORD your God‡ is with
you wherever you go.”

10Then Joshuacommanded theofficersof
the people, saying,

11 “Pass through the middle of the camp,
and command the people, saying, ‘Prepare
food; for within three days you are to pass
over this Jordan, to go in to possess the
landwhich the LORD your God gives you to
possess.’ ”

12 Joshua spoke to the Reubenites, and to
the Gadites, and to the half-tribe of Man-
asseh, saying,

13 “Remember the word which Moses the
servant of the LORD commanded you, say-
ing, ‘The LORD your God gives you rest, and
will give you this land.

14 Your wives, your little ones, and your
livestock shall live in the land which Moses
gave you beyond the Jordan; but you shall
pass over before your brothers armed, all
the mighty men of valour, and shall help
them

15until the LORDhas given your brothers
rest, as he has given you, and they have
also possessed the land which the LORD
your God gives them. Then you shall return
to the land of your possession and possess
it, which Moses the servant of the LORD
gave you beyond the Jordan towards the
sunrise.’ ”

16They answered Joshua, saying, “All that
you have commanded us we will do, and
wherever you send us wewill go.

17 Just aswe listened toMoses inall things,
so will we listen to you. Onlymay the LORD
yourGodbewithyou, ashewaswithMoses.

18 Whoever rebels against your com-
mandment, and doesn’t listen to your
words in all that you command him shall
himself be put to death. Only be strong and
courageous.”

2
1 Joshua the son of Nun secretly sent two

men out of Shittim as spies, saying, “Go,
view the land, including Jericho.” They
went and came into the house of a pros-
titute whose name was Rahab, and slept
there.

2 The king of Jericho was told, “Behold,†
men of the children of Israel came in here
tonight to spy out the land.”

3 Jericho’s king sent to Rahab, saying,
“Bring out the men who have come to you,
who have entered into your house; for they
have come to spy out all the land.”

4 The woman took the two men and hid
them. Then she said, “Yes, the men came
to me, but I didn’t know where they came
from.

5 About the time of the shutting of the
gate, when it was dark, the men went out.
Where the men went, I don’t know. Pursue
themquickly. Youmaycatchupwith them.”

6But she had brought themup to the roof,
and hidden them under the stalks of flax
which she had laid in order on the roof.

7 The men pursued them along the way
to the fords of the Jordan River. As soon as
thosewhopursued themhad gone out, they
shut the gate.

8Before they had lain down, she came up
to them on the roof.

† 1:1: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew
,”יהוה“ usuallypronouncedYahweh). ‡ 1:9: TheHebrewwordrendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). † 2:2: “Behold”,
from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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9 She said to the men, “I know that the
LORD has given you the land, and that the
fear of you has fallen upon us, and that
all the inhabitants of the land melt away
before you.

10Forwe have heard how the LORDdried
up the water of the Red Sea before you,
when you came out of Egypt; and what you
did to the two kings of the Amorites, who
were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon and toOg,
whom you utterly destroyed.

11As soon as we had heard it, our hearts
melted, and there wasn’t any more spirit
in any man, because of you: for the LORD
your God, he is God in heaven above, and
on earth beneath.

12 Now therefore, please swear to me by
the LORD, since I have dealt kindly with
you, that you also will deal kindly with my
father’s house, and give me a true sign;

13 and that you will save alive my father,
my mother, my brothers, and my sisters,
and all that they have, and will deliver our
lives from death.”

14Themen said to her, “Our life for yours,
if you don’t talk about this business of ours;
and it shall be, when the LORD gives us the
land, thatwewill deal kindly and trulywith
you.”

15 Then she let them down by a cord
through the window; for her house was on
the side of the wall, and she lived on the
wall.

16 She said to them, “Go to the mountain,
lest the pursuers find you. Hide yourselves
there threedays, until thepursuershave re-
turned. Afterward, youmay go your way.”

17 The men said to her, “We will be guilt-
less of this your oathwhich you’vemade us
to swear.

18 Behold, when we come into the land,
tie this line of scarlet thread in the window
which you used to let us down. Gather to
yourself into the house your father, your
mother, your brothers, and all your father’s
household.

19 It shall be that whoever goes out of
the doors of your house into the street, his
blood will be on his head, and we will be
guiltless. Whoever is with you in the house,
his blood shall be on our head, if any hand
is on him.

20 But if you talk about this business of
ours, thenwe shall be guiltless of your oath
which you’vemade us to swear.”

21 She said, “Let it be as you have said.”
She sent them away, and they departed.
Then she tied the scarlet line in thewindow.

22 They went and came to the mountain,
and stayed there three days, until the pur-
suers had returned. The pursuers sought
themall along theway, but didn’t find them.

23Then the twomen returned, descended
from the mountain, crossed the river, and
came to Joshua the son of Nun. They told
him all that had happened to them.

24 They said to Joshua, “Truly the LORD
has delivered all the land into our hands.
Moreover, all the inhabitants of the land
melt away before us.”

3
1 Joshua got up early in the morning; and

they moved from Shittim and came to the
Jordan, he and all the children of Israel.
They camped there before they crossed
over.

2 After three days, the officers went
through themiddle of the camp;

3 and they commanded the people, say-
ing, “Whenyousee thearkof theLORDyour
God’s covenant, and the Levitical priests
bearing it, then leave your place and follow
it.

4 Yet there shall be a space between you
and it of about two thousand cubits† by
measure—don’t come closer to it—that you
may know the way by which you must go;
for you have not passed this way before.”

5 Joshua said to the people, “Sanctify
yourselves; for tomorrow the LORD will do
wonders amongst you.”

6 Joshuaspoke to thepriests, saying, “Take
up the ark of the covenant, and cross over
before the people.” They took up the ark of
the covenant, and went before the people.

7 The LORD said to Joshua, “Today I will
begin to magnify you in the sight of all
Israel, that theymayknowthatas Iwaswith
Moses, so I will be with you.

8You shall command thepriestswhobear
the ark of the covenant, saying, ‘When you
come to the brink of the waters of the Jor-
dan, you shall stand still in the Jordan.’ ”

9 Joshua said to the children of Israel,
“Come here, and hear the words of the
LORD your God.”

10 Joshua said, “By this you shall know
that the living God is amongst you, and that
hewill without fail drive the Canaanite, the
Hittite, the Hivite, the Perizzite, the Gir-
gashite, the Amorite, and the Jebusite out
from before you.

11 Behold, the ark of the covenant of the
Lord‡of all the earthpasses overbefore you
into the Jordan.

† 3:4: A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimetres, so 2,000 cubits is about 920metres. ‡ 3:11: The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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12Now therefore take twelve men out of
the tribes of Israel, for every tribe aman.

13 It shall be thatwhen the soles of the feet
of the priests who bear the ark of GOD,§ the
Lordof all theearth, rest in thewatersof the
Jordan, that thewaters of the Jordanwill be
cut off. The waters that come down from
above shall stand in one heap.”

14 When the people moved from their
tents to pass over the Jordan, the priests
who bore the ark of the covenant being
before the people,

15 and when those who bore the ark had
come to the Jordan, and the feet of the
priests who bore the ark had dipped in the
edge of the water (for the Jordan overflows
all its banks all the time of harvest),

16 the waters which came down from
above stood, and rose up in one heap a
great way off, at Adam, the city that is be-
side Zarethan; and those that went down
towards the sea of the Arabah, even the Salt
Sea, were wholly cut off. Then the people
passed over near Jericho.

17 The priests who bore the ark of the
LORD’s covenant stood firm on dry ground
in the middle of the Jordan; and all Israel
crossed over on dry ground, until all the na-
tionhadpassed completely over the Jordan.

4
1 When all the nation had completely

crossed over the Jordan, the LORD spoke to
Joshua, saying,

2 “Take twelve men out of the people, a
man out of every tribe,

3 and command them, saying, ‘Take from
out of the middle of the Jordan, out of the
place where the priests’ feet stood firm,
twelve stones, carry them over with you,
and lay themdown in theplacewhereyou’ll
camp tonight.’ ”

4 Then Joshua called the twelve men
whom he had prepared of the children of
Israel, a man out of every tribe.

5 Joshua said to them, “Cross before the
ark of the LORDyourGod into themiddle of
the Jordan, and each of you pick up a stone
and put it on your shoulder, according to
the number of the tribes of the children of
Israel;

6 that this may be a sign amongst you,
that when your children ask in the future,
saying, ‘Whatdoyoumeanby these stones?’

7 then you shall tell them, ‘Because the
waters of the Jordan were cut off before
the ark of the LORD’s covenant. When it
crossed over the Jordan, the waters of the
Jordan were cut off. These stones shall

be for a memorial to the children of Israel
forever.’ ”

8The children of Israel did as Joshua com-
manded, and took up twelve stones out of
themiddle of the Jordan, as the LORD spoke
to Joshua, according to the number of the
tribes of the children of Israel. They carried
them over with them to the place where
they camped, and laid them down there.

9 Joshua set up twelve stones in the mid-
dle of the Jordan, in the place where the
feet of the priests who bore the ark of the
covenant stood; and they are there to this
day.

10 For the priests who bore the ark stood
in themiddle of the Jordan until everything
was finished that the LORD commanded
Joshua to speak to the people, according to
all that Moses commanded Joshua; and the
people hurried and passed over.

11 When all the people had completely
crossed over, the LORD’s ark crossed over
with the priests in the presence of the peo-
ple.

12 The children of Reuben, and the chil-
dren of Gad, and the half-tribe ofManasseh
crossed over armed before the children of
Israel, as Moses spoke to them.

13 About forty thousand men, ready and
armed for war, passed over before the
LORD to battle, to the plains of Jericho.

14 On that day, the LORD magnified
Joshua in the sight of all Israel; and they
feared him, as they feared Moses, all the
days of his life.

15The LORD spoke to Joshua, saying,
16“Command thepriestswhobear theark

of the covenant, that theycomeupoutof the
Jordan.”

17 Joshua therefore commanded the
priests, saying, “Comeupout of the Jordan!”

18 When the priests who bore the ark of
theLORD’s covenanthad comeupout of the
middle of the Jordan, and the soles of the
priests’ feet had been lifted up to the dry
ground, the waters of the Jordan returned
to their place, and went over all its banks,
as before.

19 The people came up out of the Jordan
on the tenth day of the first month, and
encamped in Gilgal, on the east border of
Jericho.

20 Joshua set up those twelve stones,
which they took out of the Jordan, in Gilgal.

21He spoke to the children of Israel, say-
ing, “When your children ask their fathers
in time to come, saying, ‘What do these
stones mean?’

§ 3:13: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew
,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh).
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22 Then you shall let your children know,
saying, ‘Israel came over this Jordan on dry
land.

23 For the LORD your God dried up the
waters of the Jordan from before you until
youhad crossed over, as the LORDyourGod
did to the Red Sea, which he dried up from
before us, until we had crossed over,

24 that all the peoples of the earth may
know that the LORD’s hand is mighty, and
that you may fear the LORD your God for-
ever.’ ”

5
1When all the kings of the Amorites, who

were beyond the Jordan westward, and all
the kings of the Canaanites, who were by
the sea, heard how the LORD had dried up
the waters of the Jordan from before the
children of Israel until we had crossed over,
their heart melted, and there was no more
spirit in them, because of the children of
Israel.

2 At that time, the LORD said to Joshua,
“Make flint knives, and circumcise again
the sons of Israel the second time.”

3 Joshua made himself flint knives, and
circumcised the sons of Israel at the hill of
the foreskins.

4 This is the reason Joshua circumcised
them: all the peoplewho came out of Egypt,
who were males, even all the men of war,
died in the wilderness along the way, after
they came out of Egypt.

5 For all the people who came out were
circumcised; but all the people who were
born in the wilderness along the way as
they came out of Egypt had not been cir-
cumcised.

6 For the children of Israel walked forty
years in the wilderness until all the nation,
even themenofwarwhocameout of Egypt,
were consumed, because they didn’t listen
to the LORD’s voice. The LORD swore to
them that he wouldn’t let them see the land
which the LORD swore to their fathers that
he would give us, a land flowing with milk
and honey.

7 Their children, whom he raised up in
their place,were circumcisedby Joshua, for
theywereuncircumcised, because theyhad
not circumcised them on the way.

8When they were done circumcising the
whole nation, they stayed in their places in
the camp until they were healed.

9 The LORD said to Joshua, “Today I have
rolled away the reproach of Egypt from
you.” Therefore the name of that place was
called Gilgal† to this day.

10The children of Israel encamped in Gil-
gal. They kept the Passover on the four-
teenth day of the month at evening in the
plains of Jericho.

11 They ate unleavened cakes and
parched grain of the produce of the land
on the next day after the Passover, in the
same day.

12 The manna ceased on the next day,
after they had eaten of the produce of the
land. The children of Israel didn’t have
manna anymore, but they ate of the fruit of
the land of Canaan that year.

13When Joshua was by Jericho, he lifted
up his eyes and looked, and behold, a man
stood in front of himwith his sword drawn
in his hand. Joshua went to him and said to
him, “Are you for us, or for our enemies?”

14 He said, “No; but I have come now as
commander of the LORD’s army.”
Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and

worshipped, andaskedhim, “Whatdoesmy
lord say to his servant?”

15 The prince of the LORD’s army said to
Joshua, “Take off your sandals, for the place
on which you stand is holy.” Joshua did so.

6
1Now Jerichowas tightly shut up because

of the children of Israel. No one went out,
and no one came in.

2TheLORDsaid to Joshua, “Behold, I have
given Jericho into your hand, with its king
and themighty men of valour.

3 All of your men of war shall march
around the city, going around the city once.
You shall do this six days.

4 Seven priests shall bear seven trumpets
of rams’ horns before the ark. On the sev-
enth day, you shall march around the city
seven times, and the priests shall blow the
trumpets.

5 It shall be that when they make a long
blast with the ram’s horn, and when you
hear the sound of the trumpet, all the peo-
ple shall shout with a great shout; then the
city wall will fall down flat, and the people
shall go up, every man straight in front of
him.”

6 Joshua the son of Nun called the priests,
and said to them, “Take up the ark of the
covenant, and let seven priests bear seven
trumpets of rams’ horns before the LORD’s
ark.”

7 They said to the people, “Advance!
March around the city, and let the armed
men pass on before the LORD’s ark.”

8 It was so, that when Joshua had spo-
ken to the people, the seven priests bearing
the seven trumpets of rams’ horns before

† 5:9: “Gilgal” sounds like the Hebrew for “roll.”
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the LORD advanced and blew the trumpets,
and the ark of the LORD’s covenant fol-
lowed them.

9The armed men went before the priests
who blew the trumpets, and the ark went
after them. The trumpets sounded as they
went.

10 Joshua commanded the people, saying,
“You shall not shout nor let your voice be
heard, neither shall any word proceed out
of your mouth until the day I tell you to
shout. Then you shall shout.”

11 So he caused the LORD’s ark to go
around the city, circling it once. Then they
came into the camp, andstayed in the camp.

12 Joshua rose early in the morning, and
the priests took up the LORD’s ark.

13 The seven priests bearing the seven
trumpets of rams’ horns in front of the
LORD’s ark went on continually, and blew
the trumpets. The armedmenwent in front
of them. The rear guard came after the
LORD’s ark. The trumpets sounded as they
went.

14 The second day they marched around
the city once, and returned into the camp.
They did this six days.

15 On the seventh day, they rose early
at the dawning of the day, and marched
around the city in the same way seven
times. On this day only they marched
around the city seven times.

16 At the seventh time, when the priests
blew the trumpets, Joshua said to the peo-
ple, “Shout, for the LORD has given you the
city!

17 The city shall be devoted, even it and
all that is in it, to the LORD. Only Rahab
the prostitute shall live, she and all who are
with her in the house, because she hid the
messengers that we sent.

18 But as for you, only keep yourselves
from what is devoted to destruction, lest
when you have devoted it, you take of the
devoted thing; so youwouldmake the camp
of Israel accursed and trouble it.

19 But all the silver, gold, and vessels of
bronze and iron are holy to the LORD. They
shall come into the LORD’s treasury.”

20 So the people shouted and the priests
blew the trumpets. When the people
heard the sound of the trumpet, the people
shoutedwith a great shout, and thewall fell
down flat, so that the people went up into
the city, every man straight in front of him,
and they took the city.

21 They utterly destroyed all that was in
the city, both man and woman, both young
and old, and ox, sheep, and donkey, with
the edge of the sword.

22 Joshua said to the two men who had
spied out the land, “Go into the prostitute’s

house, and bring the woman and all that
shehas out from there, as you swore toher.”

23Theyoungmenwhowerespieswent in,
and brought out Rahab with her father, her
mother, her brothers, and all that she had.
They also brought out all of her relatives,
and they set them outside of the camp of
Israel.

24 They burnt the city with fire, and all
that was in it. Only they put the silver, the
gold, and the vessels of bronze and of iron
into the treasury of the LORD’s house.

25 But Rahab the prostitute, her father’s
household, and all that she had, Joshua
saved alive. She lives in themiddle of Israel
to this day, because she hid the messengers
whom Joshua sent to spy out Jericho.

26 Joshua commanded themwith an oath
at that time, saying, “Cursed is the man be-
fore the LORD who rises up and builds this
city Jericho. With the loss of his firstbornhe
will lay its foundation, and with the loss of
his youngest son he will set up its gates.”

27 So the LORD was with Joshua; and his
famewas in all the land.

7
1 But the children of Israel committed a

trespass in the devoted things; for Achan,
the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of
Zerah, of the tribeof Judah, took someof the
devoted things. Therefore theLORD’sanger
burnt against the children of Israel.

2 Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai,
which is beside Beth Aven, on the east side
of Bethel, and spoke to them, saying, “Go up
and spy out the land.”
Themenwent up and spied out Ai.
3 They returned to Joshua, and said to

him, “Don’t let all the people go up, but let
about two or three thousandmengoup and
strike Ai. Don’t make all the people to toil
there, for there are only a few of them.”

4 So about three thousand men of the
people went up there, and they fled before
themen of Ai.

5 The men of Ai struck about thirty-six
men of them. They chased them from be-
fore the gate even to Shebarim, and struck
them at the descent. The hearts of the
people melted, and became like water.

6 Joshua tore his clothes, and fell to the
earthonhis facebefore theLORD’s arkuntil
the evening, he and the elders of Israel; and
they put dust on their heads.

7 Joshua said, “Alas, Lord GOD, why have
you brought this people over the Jordan
at all, to deliver us into the hand of the
Amorites, to cause us to perish? I wish that
we had been content and lived beyond the
Jordan!
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8 Oh, Lord, what shall I say, after Israel
has turned their backs before their ene-
mies?

9 For the Canaanites and all the inhabi-
tants of the land will hear of it, and will
surround us, and cut off our name from
the earth. What will you do for your great
name?”

10The LORD said to Joshua, “Get up! Why
have you fallen on your face like that?

11 Israel has sinned. Yes, they have even
transgressed my covenant which I com-
manded them. Yes, they have even taken
some of the devoted things, and have also
stolen, and also deceived. They have even
put it amongst their own stuff.

12 Therefore the children of Israel can’t
stand before their enemies. They turn their
backs before their enemies, because they
have become devoted for destruction. I
will not be with you any more, unless you
destroy the devoted things from amongst
you.

13 Get up! Sanctify the people, and say,
‘Sanctify yourselves for tomorrow, for the
LORD, the God of Israel, says, “There is a
devoted thing amongst you, Israel. You
cannot standbefore your enemies until you
take away the devoted thing from amongst
you.”

14 In the morning therefore you shall be
brought near by your tribes. It shall be
that the tribe which the LORD selects shall
come near by families. The family which
the LORD selects shall come near by house-
holds. The household which the LORD se-
lects shall come near man byman.

15 It shall be, that he who is taken with
the devoted thing shall be burnt with fire,
he and all that he has, because he has trans-
gressed the LORD’s covenant, and because
he has done a disgraceful thing in Israel.’ ”

16 So Joshua rose up early in the morning
and brought Israel near by their tribes. The
tribe of Judah was selected.

17 He brought near the family of Judah,
and he selected the family of the Zerahites.
He brought near the family of the Zerahites
man byman, and Zabdi was selected.

18He brought near his householdman by
man, andAchan, the sonofCarmi, the sonof
Zabdi, the sonofZerah, of the tribeof Judah,
was selected.

19 Joshua said to Achan, “My son, please
give glory to the LORD, the God of Israel,
and make confession to him. Tell me now
what you have done! Don’t hide it from
me!”

20 Achan answered Joshua, and said, “I
have truly sinnedagainst theLORD, theGod

of Israel, and this is what I have done.
21 When I saw amongst the plunder a

beautiful Babylonian robe, two hundred
shekels† of silver, and a wedge of gold
weighing fifty shekels, then I coveted them
and took them. Behold, they are hidden in
the ground in the middle of my tent, with
the silver under it.”

22 So Joshua sent messengers, and they
ran to the tent. Behold, it was hidden in his
tent, with the silver under it.

23They took them from the middle of the
tent, and brought them to Joshua and to all
the children of Israel. They laid them down
before the LORD.

24 Joshua, and all Israel with him, took
Achan the son of Zerah, the silver, the robe,
the wedge of gold, his sons, his daughters,
his cattle, his donkeys, his sheep, his tent,
and all that he had; and they brought them
up to the valley of Achor.

25 Joshua said, “Why have you troubled
us? The LORD will trouble you today.”
All Israel stoned him with stones, and they
burnt themwith fire and stoned themwith
stones.

26 They raised over him a great heap of
stones that remains to this day. The LORD
turned from the fierceness of his anger.
Therefore the name of that placewas called
“The valley of Achor” to this day.

8
1 The LORD said to Joshua, “Don’t be

afraid, and don’t be dismayed. Take all the
warriors with you, and arise, go up to Ai.
Behold, I havegiven intoyourhand theking
of Ai, with his people, his city, and his land.

2 You shall do to Ai and her king as you
did to Jericho andher king, except you shall
take its goods and its livestock for your-
selves. Set anambush for thecitybehind it.”

3So Joshua arose, with all thewarriors, to
go up to Ai. Joshua chose thirty thousand
men, the mighty men of valour, and sent
them out by night.

4 He commanded them, saying, “Behold,
you shall lie in ambush against the city,
behind the city. Don’t go very far from the
city, but all of you be ready.

5 I and all the peoplewhoarewithmewill
approach the city. It shall happen, when
they come out against us, as at the first, that
we will flee before them.

6Theywill comeoutafterusuntilwehave
drawn them away from the city; for they
will say, ‘They flee before us, like the first
time.’ So wewill flee before them,

† 7:21: A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces.
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7 and you shall rise up from the ambush,
and takepossessionof thecity; for theLORD
your Godwill deliver it into your hand.

8 It shall be, when you have seized the
city, that you shall set the city on fire. You
shall do this according to the LORD’s word.
Behold, I have commanded you.”

9 Joshua sent them out; and they went
to set up the ambush, and stayed between
Bethel and Ai on the west side of Ai;
but Joshua stayed amongst the people that
night.

10 Joshua rose up early in the morning,
mustered the people, and went up, he and
the elders of Israel, before the people to Ai.

11All thepeople, even themenofwarwho
werewith him,went up and camenear, and
came before the city and encamped on the
north side of Ai. Now there was a valley
between him and Ai.

12He took about five thousand men, and
set them in ambush between Bethel and Ai,
on the west side of the city.

13So they set thepeople, evenall the army
who was on the north of the city, and their
ambush on the west of the city; and Joshua
went thatnight into themiddle of thevalley.

14When thekingofAi saw it, theyhurried
and rose up early, and the men of the city
went out against Israel to battle, he and all
his people, at the timeappointed, before the
Arabah; but he didn’t know that there was
an ambush against him behind the city.

15 Joshua and all Israel made as if they
were beaten before them, and fled by the
way of the wilderness.

16All thepeoplewhowere in thecitywere
called together to pursue after them. They
pursued Joshua, and were drawn away
from the city.

17Therewas not aman left in Ai or Bethel
who didn’t go out after Israel. They left the
city open, and pursued Israel.

18 The LORD said to Joshua, “Stretch out
the javelin that is in your hand towards Ai,
for I will give it into your hand.”
Joshua stretched out the javelin that was

in his hand towards the city.
19 The ambush arose quickly out of their

place, and they ran as soon as he had
stretched out his hand and entered into the
city and took it. They hurried and set the
city on fire.

20 When the men of Ai looked behind
them, they saw, and behold, the smoke
of the city ascended up to heaven, and
they had no power to flee this way or that
way. The people who fled to the wilderness
turned back on the pursuers.

21 When Joshua and all Israel saw that
the ambush had taken the city, and that

the smoke of the city ascended, then they
turned back and killed themen of Ai.

22 The others came out of the city against
them, so they were in the middle of Israel,
some on this side, and some on that side.
They struck them, so that they let none of
them remain or escape.

23They captured the king of Ai alive, and
brought him to Joshua.

24When Israel had finished killing all the
inhabitants of Ai in the field, in the wilder-
ness in which they pursued them, and they
had all fallen by the edge of the sword until
they were consumed, all Israel returned to
Ai and struck it with the edge of the sword.

25 All that fell that day, both of men and
women, were twelve thousand, even all the
people of Ai.

26 For Joshua didn’t draw back his hand,
with which he stretched out the javelin,
until he had utterly destroyed all the inhab-
itants of Ai.

27 Israel took for themselves only the live-
stock and the goods of that city, according
to the LORD’s word which he commanded
Joshua.

28 So Joshua burnt Ai and made it a heap
forever, even a desolation, to this day.

29 He hanged the king of Ai on a tree
until the evening. At sundown, Joshua com-
manded, and they took his body down from
the tree and threw it at the entrance of the
gate of the city, and raised a great heap of
stones on it that remains to this day.

30Then Joshua built an altar to the LORD,
the God of Israel, onMount Ebal,

31 as Moses the servant of the LORD com-
manded the children of Israel, as it is writ-
ten in the book of the law ofMoses: an altar
of uncut stones, on which no one had lifted
up any iron. They offered burnt offerings
on it to the LORDand sacrificed peace offer-
ings.

32He wrote there on the stones a copy of
Moses’ law, which he wrote in the presence
of the children of Israel.

33 All Israel, with their elders, officers,
and judges, stood on both sides of the ark
before the Levitical priests, who carried the
ark of the LORD’s covenant, the foreigner
as well as the native; half of them in front
of Mount Gerizim, and half of them in front
of Mount Ebal, as Moses the servant of the
LORDhad commandedat thefirst, that they
should bless the people of Israel.

34Afterward he read all the words of the
law, theblessing and the curse, according to
all that is written in the book of the law.

35 There was not a word of all that Moses
commanded which Joshua didn’t read be-
fore all the assembly of Israel, with the
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women, the little ones, and the foreigners
whowere amongst them.

9
1 When all the kings who were beyond

the Jordan, in the hill country, and in the
lowland, and on all the shore of the great
sea in front of Lebanon, the Hittite, the
Amorite, the Canaanite, the Perizzite, the
Hivite, and the Jebusite, heard of it

2 they gathered themselves together to
fight with Joshua and with Israel, with one
accord.

3 But when the inhabitants of Gibeon
heard what Joshua had done to Jericho and
to Ai,

4 they also resorted to a ruse, and went
andmade as if they had been ambassadors,
and took old sacks on their donkeys, and
old, torn-up and bound upwineskins,

5 and old and patched sandals on their
feet, and wore old garments. All the bread
of their food supply was dry andmouldy.

6 They went to Joshua at the camp at Gil-
gal, and said to himand to themenof Israel,
“We have come from a far country. Now
therefore make a covenant with us.”

7 The men of Israel said to the Hivites,
“What if you live amongst us? How could
wemake a covenant with you?”

8 They said to Joshua, “We are your ser-
vants.”
Joshua said to them, “Who are you?

Where do you come from?”
9 They said to him, “Your servants have

come fromavery far countrybecauseof the
name of the LORD† your God; for we have
heard of his fame, all that he did in Egypt,

10 and all that he did to the two kings of
the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan,
to Sihon king of Heshbon and to Og king of
Bashan, whowas at Ashtaroth.

11 Our elders and all the inhabitants of
our country spoke to us, saying, ‘Take sup-
plies in your hand for the journey, and go
to meet them. Tell them, “We are your
servants. Nowmake a covenant with us.” ’

12 This our bread we took hot for our
supplies out of our houses on the day we
went out to go to you; but now, behold, it is
dry, and has becomemouldy.

13These wineskins, whichwe filled, were
new; and behold, they are torn. These our
garments and our sandals have become old
because of the very long journey.”

14Themen sampled their provisions, and
didn’t ask counsel from the LORD’s mouth.

15 Joshua made peace with them, and
madeacovenantwith them, to let themlive.

The princes of the congregation swore to
them.

16At the end of three days after they had
made a covenant with them, they heard
that they were their neighbours, and that
they lived amongst them.

17 The children of Israel travelled and
came to their cities on the third day.
Now their cities were Gibeon, Chephirah,
Beeroth, and Kiriath Jearim.

18 The children of Israel didn’t strike
them, because the princes of the congrega-
tion had sworn to them by the LORD, the
God of Israel. All the congregation mur-
mured against the princes.

19 But all the princes said to all the con-
gregation, “We have sworn to them by the
LORD, the God of Israel. Now therefore we
may not touch them.

20 We will do this to them, and let them
live; lestwrath be onus, because of the oath
which we swore to them.”

21 The princes said to them, “Let them
live.” So they became wood cutters and
drawers of water for all the congregation,
as the princes had spoken to them.

22 Joshua called for them, and he spoke to
them, saying, “Why have you deceived us,
saying, ‘We are very far from you,’ when
you live amongst us?

23 Now therefore you are cursed, and
someof youwill never fail to be slaves, both
wood cutters and drawers of water for the
house of my God.”

24 They answered Joshua, and said, “Be-
cause your servants were certainly told
how the LORD your God commanded his
servant Moses to give you all the land, and
to destroy all the inhabitants of the land
from before you. Therefore we were very
afraid forour livesbecauseofyou, andhave
done this thing.

25Now,behold,weare inyourhand. Do to
us as it seems good and right to you to do.”

26He did so to them, and delivered them
out of the hand of the children of Israel, so
that they didn’t kill them.

27 That day Joshua made them wood cut-
ters and drawers of water for the congrega-
tion and for the LORD’s altar to this day, in
the place which he should choose.

10
1 Now when Adoni-Zedek king of

Jerusalem heard how Joshua had taken Ai,
andhadutterly destroyed it; as he haddone
to Jericho and her king, so he had done to
Ai and her king; and how the inhabitants
of Gibeon had made peace with Israel, and
were amongst them,

† 9:9: LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short
form יה Yah.
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2 they were very afraid, because Gibeon
was a great city, as one of the royal cities,
and because it was greater than Ai, and all
its menweremighty.

3 Therefore Adoni-Zedek king of
Jerusalem sent to Hoham king of Hebron,
Piram king of Jarmuth, Japhia king of
Lachish, and Debir king of Eglon, saying,

4 “Come up to me and help me. Let’s
strike Gibeon; for they have made peace
with Joshuaandwith the childrenof Israel.”

5Therefore the five kings of theAmorites,
the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron,
the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish,
and the king of Eglon, gathered themselves
together and went up, they and all their
armies, and encamped against Gibeon, and
made war against it.

6The men of Gibeon sent to Joshua at the
campatGilgal, saying, “Don’t abandonyour
servants! Come up to us quickly and save
us! Help us; for all the kings of the Amorites
that dwell in the hill country have gathered
together against us.”

7 So Joshua went up from Gilgal, he and
the whole army with him, including all the
mighty men of valour.

8 The LORD said to Joshua, “Don’t fear
them, for I have delivered them into your
hands. Not aman of themwill stand before
you.”

9 Joshua therefore came to them sud-
denly. Hemarched from Gilgal all night.

10The LORD confused thembefore Israel.
He killed them with a great slaughter at
Gibeon, and chased them by the way of the
ascent of Beth Horon, and struck them to
Azekah and toMakkedah.

11 As they fled from before Israel, while
they were at the descent of Beth Horon,
the LORD hurled down great stones from
the sky on them to Azekah, and they died.
There were more who died from the hail-
stones than those whom the children of
Israel killed with the sword.

12 Then Joshua spoke to the LORD in the
daywhen the LORDdelivered up the Amor-
ites before the children of Israel. He said
in the sight of Israel, “Sun, stand still on
Gibeon! You, moon, stop in the valley of
Aijalon!”

13 The sun stood still, and the moon
stayed, until the nation had avenged them-
selves of their enemies. Isn’t this written in
the book of Jashar? The sun stayed in the
middle of the sky, and didn’t hurry to go
down about a whole day.

14 There was no day like that before it or
after it, that the LORD listened to the voice
of a man; for the LORD fought for Israel.

15 Joshua returned, and all Israel with
him, to the camp to Gilgal.

16 These five kings fled, and hid them-
selves in the cave at Makkedah.

17 Joshuawas told, saying, “The five kings
have been found, hidden in the cave at
Makkedah.”

18 Joshua said, “Roll large stones to cover
the cave’s entrance, and set men by it to
guard them;

19 but don’t stay there. Pursue your ene-
mies, and attack them from the rear. Don’t
allow them to enter into their cities; for
the LORD your God has delivered them into
your hand.”

20When Joshua and the children of Israel
had finished killing them with a very great
slaughter until they were consumed, and
the remnant which remained of them had
entered into the fortified cities,

21 all the people returned to the camp to
Joshua at Makkedah in peace. None moved
his tongue against any of the children of
Israel.

22 Then Joshua said, “Open the cave en-
trance, and bring those five kings out of the
cave to me.”

23 They did so, and brought those five
kings out of the cave to him: the king of
Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of
Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the king
of Eglon.

24When they brought those kings out to
Joshua, Joshua called for all the men of
Israel, and said to the chiefs of the men of
war who went with him, “Come near. Put
your feet on the necks of these kings.”
They came near, and put their feet on

their necks.
25 Joshua said to them, “Don’t be afraid,

nor be dismayed. Be strong and coura-
geous, for the LORD will do this to all your
enemies against whom you fight.”

26 Afterward Joshua struck them, put
them to death, and hanged them on five
trees. They were hanging on the trees until
the evening.

27At the timeof thegoingdownof the sun,
Joshua commanded, and they took them
down off the trees, and threw them into the
cave in which they had hidden themselves,
and laid great stones on the mouth of the
cave, which remain to this very day.

28 Joshua tookMakkedah on that day, and
struck it with the edge of the sword, with
its king. He utterly destroyed it and all
the souls who were in it. He left no one
remaining. He did to the king of Makkedah
as he had done to the king of Jericho.

29 Joshua passed from Makkedah, and
all Israel with him, to Libnah, and fought
against Libnah.

30 The LORD delivered it also, with its
king, into the hand of Israel. He struck it
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with the edge of the sword, and all the souls
who were in it. He left no one remaining in
it. He did to its king as he had done to the
king of Jericho.

31 Joshua passed from Libnah, and all
Israel with him, to Lachish, and encamped
against it, and fought against it.

32 The LORD delivered Lachish into the
hand of Israel. He took it on the second day,
and struck it with the edge of the sword,
with all the souls who were in it, according
to all that he had done to Libnah.

33 Then Horam king of Gezer came up to
help Lachish; and Joshua struck him and
his people, until he had left him no one
remaining.

34 Joshua passed from Lachish, and all Is-
rael with him, to Eglon; and they encamped
against it and fought against it.

35 They took it on that day, and struck
it with the edge of the sword. He utterly
destroyed all the souls who were in it that
day, according to all that he had done to
Lachish.

36 Joshua went up from Eglon, and all
Israel with him, to Hebron; and they fought
against it.

37They took it, and struck it with the edge
of the sword, with its king and all its cities,
and all the souls who were in it. He left no
one remaining, according to all that he had
done to Eglon; but he utterly destroyed it,
and all the souls whowere in it.

38 Joshua returned, and all Israel with
him, to Debir, and fought against it.

39 He took it, with its king and all its
cities. They struck themwith the edgeof the
sword, and utterly destroyed all the souls
who were in it. He left no one remaining.
As he had done to Hebron, so he did to
Debir, and to its king; as he had done also
to Libnah, and to its king.

40 So Joshua struck all the land, the hill
country, the South, the lowland, the slopes,
and all their kings. He left no one re-
maining, but he utterly destroyed all that
breathed, as the LORD, the God of Israel,
commanded.

41 Joshua struck them from Kadesh
Barnea even to Gaza, and all the country
of Goshen, even to Gibeon.

42 Joshua took all these kings and their
land at one time because the LORD, the God
of Israel, fought for Israel.

43 Joshua returned, and all Israel with
him, to the camp to Gilgal.

11
1When Jabin king of Hazor heard of it, he

sent to Jobab king of Madon, to the king of
Shimron, to the king of Achshaph,

2and to the kings whowere on the north,
in the hill country, in the Arabah south
of Chinneroth, in the lowland, and in the
heights of Dor on the west,

3 to the Canaanite on the east and on the
west, the Amorite, the Hittite, the Perizzite,
the Jebusite in the hill country, and the
Hivite underHermon in the landofMizpah.

4Theywent out, they and all their armies
with them, many people, even as the sand
that is on the seashore in multitude, with
verymany horses and chariots.

5 All these kings met together; and they
came and encamped together at the waters
of Merom, to fight with Israel.

6 The LORD said to Joshua, “Don’t be
afraid because of them; for tomorrow at
this time, I will deliver them up all slain
before Israel. You shall hamstring their
horses and burn their chariots with fire.”

7 So Joshua came suddenly, with all the
warriors, against them by the waters of
Merom, and attacked them.

8The LORD delivered them into the hand
of Israel, and they struck them, and chased
them to great Sidon, and to Misrephoth
Maim, and to the valley of Mizpah east-
ward. They struck themuntil they left them
no one remaining.

9 Joshuadid to themas theLORD toldhim.
He hamstrung their horses and burnt their
chariots with fire.

10 Joshua turned back at that time, and
took Hazor, and struck its king with the
sword; for Hazor used to be the head of all
those kingdoms.

11 They struck all the souls who were in
it with the edge of the sword, utterly de-
stroying them. There was no one left who
breathed. He burnt Hazor with fire.

12 Joshua captured all the cities of those
kings, with their kings, and he struck them
with the edge of the sword, and utterly
destroyed them, asMoses the servant of the
LORD commanded.

13 But as for the cities that stood on their
mounds, Israel burnt none of them, except
Hazor only. Joshua burnt that.

14The children of Israel took all the plun-
der of these cities, with the livestock, as
plunder for themselves; but everyman they
struckwith the edge of the sword, until they
had destroyed them. They didn’t leave any
who breathed.

15As theLORDcommandedMoseshis ser-
vant, so Moses commanded Joshua. Joshua
did so. He left nothingundone of all that the
LORD commandedMoses.

16 So Joshua captured all that land, the
hill country, all the South, all the land of
Goshen, the lowland, the Arabah, the hill
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country of Israel, and the lowland of the
same,

17 fromMount Halak, that goes up to Seir,
even to Baal Gad in the valley of Lebanon
under Mount Hermon. He took all their
kings, struck them, and put them to death.

18 Joshua made war a long time with all
those kings.

19 There was not a city that made peace
with the children of Israel, except the
Hivites, the inhabitants of Gibeon. They
took all in battle.

20 For it was of the LORD to harden their
hearts, to come against Israel in battle, that
he might utterly destroy them, that they
might have no favour, but that he might
destroy them, as the LORD commanded
Moses.

21 Joshua came at that time, and cut off
the Anakim from the hill country, from
Hebron, from Debir, from Anab, and from
all the hill country of Judah, and from all
the hill country of Israel. Joshua utterly
destroyed themwith their cities.

22 There were none of the Anakim left
in the land of the children of Israel. Only
in Gaza, in Gath, and in Ashdod, did some
remain.

23 So Joshua took the whole land, accord-
ing to all that the LORD spoke toMoses; and
Joshua gave it for an inheritance to Israel
according to their divisions by their tribes.
Then the land had rest fromwar.

12
1 Now these are the kings of the land,

whom the children of Israel struck, and
possessed their land beyond the Jordan
towards the sunrise, from the valley of
the Arnon to Mount Hermon, and all the
Arabah eastward:

2 Sihon king of the Amorites, who lived
in Heshbon, and ruled fromAroer, which is
on the edge of the valley of the Arnon, and
the middle of the valley, and half Gilead,
even to the river Jabbok, the border of the
children of Ammon;

3and theArabah to the sea of Chinneroth,
eastward, and to the seaof theArabah, even
theSalt Sea, eastward, theway toBeth Jeshi-
moth; and on the south, under the slopes of
Pisgah:

4 and the border of Og king of Bashan, of
the remnant of the Rephaim, who lived at
Ashtaroth and at Edrei,

5 and ruled in Mount Hermon, and in
Salecah, and in all Bashan, to the border
of the Geshurites and the Maacathites, and
half Gilead, the border of Sihon king of
Heshbon.

6Moses the servant of the LORD and the
children of Israel struck them. Moses the

servant of the LORD gave it for a possession
to the Reubenites, and the Gadites, and the
half-tribe of Manasseh.

7 These are the kings of the land whom
Joshua and the children of Israel struck be-
yond the Jordan westward, from Baal Gad
in the valley of Lebanon even to Mount Ha-
lak, that goes up to Seir. Joshua gave it to the
tribes of Israel for a possession according to
their divisions;

8 in the hill country, and in the lowland,
and in the Arabah, and in the slopes, and
in the wilderness, and in the South; the
Hittite, the Amorite, and the Canaanite, the
Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite:
9 the king of Jericho, one;
the king of Ai, which is beside Bethel, one;
10 the king of Jerusalem, one;
the king of Hebron, one;
11 the king of Jarmuth, one;
the king of Lachish, one;
12 the king of Eglon, one;
the king of Gezer, one;
13 the king of Debir, one;
the king of Geder, one;
14 the king of Hormah, one;
the king of Arad, one;
15 the king of Libnah, one;
the king of Adullam, one;
16 the king of Makkedah, one;
the king of Bethel, one;
17 the king of Tappuah, one;
the king of Hepher, one;
18 the king of Aphek, one;
the king of Lassharon, one;
19 the king of Madon, one;
the king of Hazor, one;
20 the king of ShimronMeron, one;
the king of Achshaph, one;
21 the king of Taanach, one;
the king of Megiddo, one;
22 the king of Kedesh, one;
the king of Jokneam in Carmel, one;
23 the king of Dor in the height of Dor, one;
the king of Goiim in Gilgal, one;
24 the king of Tirzah, one:
all the kings thirty-one.

13
1Now Joshua was old and well advanced

in years. TheLORD said to him, “Youare old
and advanced in years, and there remains
yet verymuch land to be possessed.

2 “This is the land that still remains: all
the regions of the Philistines, and all the
Geshurites;

3 from the Shihor, which is before Egypt,
even to the border of Ekron northward,
which is counted as Canaanite; the five
lords of the Philistines; the Gazites, and the
Ashdodites, the Ashkelonites, the Gittites,
and the Ekronites; also the Avvim,
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4on the south; all the land of the Canaan-
ites, and Mearah that belongs to the Sido-
nians, to Aphek, to the border of the Amor-
ites;

5 and the land of the Gebalites, and all
Lebanon, towards the sunrise, from Baal
Gad under Mount Hermon to the entrance
of Hamath;

6 all the inhabitants of the hill country
from Lebanon to Misrephoth Maim, even
all the Sidonians. I will drive themout from
before the children of Israel. Just allocate
it to Israel for an inheritance, as I have
commanded you.

7 Now therefore divide this land for an
inheritance to the nine tribes and the half-
tribe of Manasseh.”

8 With him the Reubenites and the
Gadites received their inheritance, which
Moses gave them, beyond the Jordan
eastward, even as Moses the servant of the
LORD gave them:

9 from Aroer, that is on the edge of the
valley of the Arnon, and the city that is in
the middle of the valley, and all the plain of
Medeba to Dibon;

10 and all the cities of Sihon king of the
Amorites, who reigned in Heshbon, to the
border of the children of Ammon;

11 and Gilead, and the border of the
Geshurites and Maacathites, and all Mount
Hermon, and all Bashan to Salecah;

12 all the kingdom of Og in Bashan, who
reigned inAshtaroth and in Edrei (whowas
left of the remnant of the Rephaim); for
Moses attacked these, and drove them out.

13 Nevertheless the children of Israel
didn’t drive out the Geshurites, nor the
Maacathites: but Geshur and Maacath live
within Israel to this day.

14Onlyhe gaveno inheritance to the tribe
of Levi. The offerings of the LORD, the God
of Israel, made by fire are his inheritance,
as he spoke to him.

15Moses gave to the tribe of the children
of Reuben according to their families.

16Their border was fromAroer, that is on
the edge of the valley of the Arnon, and the
city that is in the middle of the valley, and
all the plain byMedeba;

17Heshbon, andall its cities that are in the
plain; Dibon, Bamoth Baal, Beth BaalMeon,

18 Jahaz, Kedemoth, Mephaath,
19 Kiriathaim, Sibmah, Zereth Shahar in

themount of the valley,
20 Beth Peor, the slopes of Pisgah, Beth

Jeshimoth,
21 all the cities of the plain, and all the

kingdomof Sihonking of theAmorites,who
reigned in Heshbon, whom Moses struck
with the chiefs of Midian, Evi, Rekem, Zur,

Hur, and Reba, the princes of Sihon, who
lived in the land.

22 The children of Israel also killed Bal-
aam the son of Beor, the soothsayer, with
the sword, amongst the rest of their slain.

23 The border of the children of Reuben
was the bank of the Jordan. This was the
inheritance of the children of Reuben ac-
cording to their families, the cities and its
villages.

24 Moses gave to the tribe of Gad, to the
children of Gad, according to their families.

25 Their border was Jazer, and all the
cities of Gilead, and half the land of the
children of Ammon, to Aroer that is near
Rabbah;

26 and from Heshbon to Ramath Mizpeh,
and Betonim; and from Mahanaim to the
border of Debir;

27 and in the valley, Beth Haram, Beth
Nimrah, Succoth, and Zaphon, the rest of
the kingdom of Sihon king of Heshbon, the
Jordan’s bank, to the uttermost part of the
sea of Chinnereth beyond the Jordan east-
ward.

28 This is the inheritance of the children
of Gad according to their families, the cities
and its villages.

29Moses gave an inheritance to the half-
tribe of Manasseh. It was for the half-tribe
of the children of Manasseh according to
their families.

30 Their border was from Mahanaim, all
Bashan, all the kingdom of Og king of
Bashan, and all the villages of Jair, which
are in Bashan, sixty cities.

31 Half Gilead, Ashtaroth, and Edrei, the
cities of the kingdom of Og in Bashan, were
for the children of Machir the son of Man-
asseh, even for the half of the children of
Machir according to their families.

32 These are the inheritances which
Moses distributed in the plains of Moab,
beyond the Jordan at Jericho, eastward.

33 But Moses gave no inheritance to the
tribe of Levi. The LORD, the God of Israel,
is their inheritance, as he spoke to them.

14
1 These are the inheritances which the

children of Israel took in the land of
Canaan, which Eleazar the priest, Joshua
the son ofNun, and the heads of the fathers’
houses of the tribes of the children of Israel,
distributed to them,

2 by the lot of their inheritance, as the
LORD commanded by Moses, for the nine
tribes, and for the half-tribe.

3 For Moses had given the inheritance of
the two tribes and the half-tribe beyond
the Jordan; but to the Levites he gave no
inheritance amongst them.
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4 For the children of Joseph were two
tribes, Manasseh and Ephraim. They gave
no portion to the Levites in the land, except
cities to dwell in, with their pasture lands
for their livestock and for their property.

5 The children of Israel did as the LORD
commanded Moses, and they divided the
land.

6Then the children of Judah camenear to
Joshua in Gilgal. Caleb the son of Jephun-
neh the Kenizzite said to him, “You know
the thing that the LORD spoke to Moses the
man of God concerningme and concerning
you in Kadesh Barnea.

7 I was forty years old when Moses the
servant of the LORD sent me from Kadesh
Barnea to spy out the land. I brought him
word again as it was inmy heart.

8Nevertheless, my brothers whowent up
with memade the heart of the people melt;
but I wholly followed the LORDmy God.

9Moses swore on that day, saying, ‘Surely
the land where you walked shall be an in-
heritance to you and to your children for-
ever, because you havewholly followed the
LORDmy God.’

10 “Now, behold, the LORD has kept me
alive, as he spoke, these forty-five years,
from the time that the LORD spoke this
word to Moses, while Israel walked in the
wilderness. Now, behold, I am eighty-five
years old, today.

11 As yet I am as strong today as I was in
the day that Moses sent me. As my strength
was then, even so is my strength now for
war, to go out and to come in.

12Nowtherefore giveme this hill country,
of which the LORD spoke in that day; for
youheard in that dayhow theAnakimwere
there, and great and fortified cities. It may
be that theLORDwill bewithme, and I shall
drive them out, as the LORD said.”

13 Joshua blessed him; and he gave He-
bron to Caleb the son of Jephunneh for an
inheritance.

14 Therefore Hebron became the inher-
itance of Caleb the son of Jephunneh the
Kenizzite to this day, because he followed
the LORD, theGod of Israelwholeheartedly.

15 Now the name of Hebron before
was Kiriath Arba, after the greatest man
amongst the Anakim. Then the land had
rest fromwar.

15
1 The lot for the tribe of the children of

Judah according to their families was to the
border of Edom, even to the wilderness of
Zin southward, at the uttermost part of the
south.

2 Their south border was from the utter-
most part of the Salt Sea, from the bay that
looks southward;

3 and it went out southward of the ascent
of Akrabbim, and passed along to Zin, and
went upby the south ofKadeshBarnea, and
passed along by Hezron, went up to Addar,
and turned towards Karka;

4 and it passed along to Azmon, went out
at the brook of Egypt; and the border ended
at the sea. This shall be your south border.

5 The east border was the Salt Sea, even
to the end of the Jordan. The border of the
north quarterwas from thebay of the sea at
the end of the Jordan.

6The borderwent up to Beth Hoglah, and
passed along by the north of Beth Arabah;
and the border went up to the stone of
Bohan the son of Reuben.

7 The border went up to Debir from the
valley of Achor, and so northward, look-
ing towards Gilgal, that faces the ascent of
Adummim, which is on the south side of
the river. The border passed along to the
waters of En Shemesh, and ended at En
Rogel.

8 The border went up by the valley of the
son of Hinnom to the side of the Jebusite
(also called Jerusalem) southward; and the
border went up to the top of the mountain
that lies before the valley of Hinnom west-
ward, which is at the farthest part of the
valley of Rephaim northward.

9 The border extended from the top of
the mountain to the spring of the waters
of Nephtoah, and went out to the cities of
Mount Ephron; and the border extended to
Baalah (also called Kiriath Jearim);

10 and the border turned about from
Baalahwestward toMount Seir, and passed
along to the side of Mount Jearim (also
called Chesalon) on the north, and went
down toBethShemesh, andpassedalongby
Timnah;

11 and the border went out to the side of
Ekronnorthward; and the border extended
to Shikkeron, and passed along to Mount
Baalah, and went out at Jabneel; and the
goings out of the border were at the sea.

12Thewest borderwas to the shore of the
great sea. This is the border of the children
of Judah according to their families.

13He gave to Caleb the son of Jephunneh
aportion amongst the childrenof Judah, ac-
cording to the commandment of the LORD
to Joshua, even Kiriath Arba, named after
the father of Anak (also called Hebron).

14Caleb drove out the three sons of Anak:
Sheshai, and Ahiman, and Talmai, the chil-
dren of Anak.

15 He went up against the inhabitants of
Debir: now the name of Debir before was
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Kiriath Sepher.
16 Caleb said, “He who strikes Kiriath

Sepher, and takes it, to him I will give
Achsahmy daughter as wife.”

17Othniel the son of Kenaz, the brother of
Caleb, took it: and he gave him Achsah his
daughter as wife.

18 When she came, she had him ask her
father for a field. She got off her donkey,
and Caleb said, “What do you want?”

19 She said, “Give me a blessing. Because
you have set me in the land of the South,
give me also springs of water.”
So he gave her the upper springs and the

lower springs.
20 This is the inheritance of the tribe of

the children of Judah according to their
families.

21 The farthest cities of the tribe of the
children of Judah towards the border of
Edom in the South were Kabzeel, Eder,
Jagur,

22Kinah, Dimonah, Adadah,
23Kedesh, Hazor, Ithnan,
24Ziph, Telem, Bealoth,
25Hazor Hadattah, Kerioth Hezron (also

called Hazor),
26Amam, Shema, Moladah,
27Hazar Gaddah, Heshmon, Beth Pelet,
28Hazar Shual, Beersheba, Biziothiah,
29Baalah, Iim, Ezem,
30Eltolad, Chesil, Hormah,
31Ziklag, Madmannah, Sansannah,
32 Lebaoth, Shilhim, Ain, and Rimmon.

All the cities are twenty-nine, with their
villages.
33 In the lowland, Eshtaol, Zorah, Ashnah,
34Zanoah, En Gannim, Tappuah, Enam,
35 Jarmuth, Adullam, Socoh, Azekah,
36 Shaaraim, Adithaim and Gederah (or
Gederothaim); fourteen citieswith their vil-
lages.
37Zenan, Hadashah, Migdal Gad,
38Dilean, Mizpah, Joktheel,
39Lachish, Bozkath, Eglon,
40Cabbon, Lahmam, Chitlish,
41 Gederoth, Beth Dagon, Naamah, and
Makkedah; sixteencitieswith their villages.
42Libnah, Ether, Ashan,
43 Iphtah, Ashnah, Nezib,
44Keilah, Achzib, andMareshah; nine cities
with their villages.
45Ekron, with its towns and its villages;
46 from Ekron even to the sea, all that were
by the side of Ashdod, with their villages.
47 Ashdod, its towns and its villages; Gaza,
its towns and its villages; to the brook of
Egypt, and the great sea with its coastline.
48 In the hill country, Shamir, Jattir, Socoh,
49Dannah, Kiriath Sannah (which is Debir),
50Anab, Eshtemoh, Anim,

51 Goshen, Holon, and Giloh; eleven cities
with their villages.
52Arab, Dumah, Eshan,
53 Janim, Beth Tappuah, Aphekah,
54 Humtah, Kiriath Arba (also called He-
bron), and Zior; nine cities with their vil-
lages.
55Maon, Carmel, Ziph, Jutah,
56 Jezreel, Jokdeam, Zanoah,
57Kain, Gibeah, and Timnah; ten cities with
their villages.
58Halhul, Beth Zur, Gedor,
59 Maarath, Beth Anoth, and Eltekon; six
cities with their villages.
60 Kiriath Baal (also called Kiriath Jearim),
and Rabbah; two cities with their villages.
61 In the wilderness, Beth Arabah, Middin,
Secacah,
62Nibshan, the City of Salt, and En Gedi; six
cities with their villages.

63 As for the Jebusites, the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, the children of Judah couldn’t
drive them out; but the Jebusites live with
the children of Judah at Jerusalem to this
day.

16
1 The lot came out for the children of

Joseph fromthe Jordanat Jericho, at thewa-
ters of Jericho on the east, even the wilder-
ness, going up from Jericho through the hill
country to Bethel.

2 It went out from Bethel to Luz, and
passed along to the border of the Archites
to Ataroth;

3 and it went down westward to the bor-
der of the Japhletites, to the border of Beth
Horon the lower, and on to Gezer; and
ended at the sea.

4 The children of Joseph, Manasseh and
Ephraim, took their inheritance.

5 This was the border of the children of
Ephraim according to their families. The
border of their inheritance eastward was
Ataroth Addar, to Beth Horon the upper.

6The border went out westward at Mich-
methath on the north. The border turned
about eastward to Taanath Shiloh, and
passed along it on the east of Janoah.

7 It went down from Janoah to Ataroth, to
Naarah, reached to Jericho, andwent out at
the Jordan.

8 From Tappuah the border went along
westward to the brook ofKanah; and ended
at the sea. This is the inheritance of the
tribe of the children of Ephraim according
to their families;

9 together with the cities which were set
apart for the children of Ephraim in the
middle of the inheritance of the children of
Manasseh, all the cities with their villages.
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10 They didn’t drive out the Canaanites
who lived in Gezer; but the Canaanites
dwell in the territory of Ephraim to this
day, and have become servants to do forced
labour.

17
1 This was the lot for the tribe of Man-

asseh, for hewas the firstborn of Joseph. As
for Machir the firstborn of Manasseh, the
father of Gilead, because he was a man of
war, therefore he had Gilead and Bashan.

2 So this was for the rest of the children
ofManassehaccording to their families: for
the children of Abiezer, for the children of
Helek, for the children of Asriel, for the
children of Shechem, for the children of
Hepher, and for the children of Shemida.
These were the male children of Manasseh
the son of Joseph according to their fami-
lies.

3 But Zelophehad, the son of Hepher,
the son of Gilead, the son of Machir, the
son of Manasseh, had no sons, but daugh-
ters. These are the names of his daughters:
Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah.

4 They came to Eleazar the priest, and to
Joshua the son of Nun, and to the princes,
saying, “The LORD commanded Moses to
give us an inheritance amongst our broth-
ers.” Therefore according to the command-
ment of the LORD he gave them an inheri-
tance amongst the brothers of their father.

5 Ten parts fell to Manasseh, in addition
to the land of Gilead and Bashan, which is
beyond the Jordan;

6because the daughters of Manasseh had
an inheritance amongst his sons. The land
of Gilead belonged to the rest of the sons of
Manasseh.

7TheborderofManassehwas fromAsher
to Michmethath, which is before Shechem.
The border went along to the right hand, to
the inhabitants of En Tappuah.

8 The land of Tappuah belonged to Man-
asseh; but Tappuah on the border of Man-
asseh belonged to the children of Ephraim.

9 The border went down to the brook of
Kanah, southwardof thebrook. Thesecities
belonged to Ephraim amongst the cities of
Manasseh. The border of Manasseh was on
thenorth sideof thebrook, andendedat the
sea.

10 Southward it was Ephraim’s, and
northward it was Manasseh’s, and the sea
was his border. They reached to Asher on
the north, and to Issachar on the east.

11 Manasseh had three heights in Is-
sachar, in Asher Beth Shean and its towns,
and Ibleam and its towns, and the inhab-
itants of Dor and its towns, and the in-
habitants of Endor and its towns, and the

inhabitants of Taanach and its towns, and
the inhabitants of Megiddo and its towns.

12 Yet the children of Manasseh couldn’t
drive out the inhabitants of those cities; but
the Canaanites would dwell in that land.

13When the children of Israel had grown
strong, they put the Canaanites to forced
labour, and didn’t utterly drive them out.

14The children of Joseph spoke to Joshua,
saying, “Whyhave you givenme just one lot
and one part for an inheritance, since we
are a numerous people, because the LORD
has blessed us so far?”

15 Joshua said to them, “If you are a nu-
merouspeople, goup to the forest, andclear
land for yourself there in the land of the
Perizzites and of the Rephaim, since the hill
country of Ephraim is too narrow for you.”

16 The children of Joseph said, “The hill
country is not enough for us. All the
Canaanites who dwell in the land of the
valley have chariots of iron, both thosewho
are in Beth Shean and its towns, and those
who are in the valley of Jezreel.”

17 Joshua spoke to the house of Joseph,
that is, to Ephraimand toManasseh, saying,
“Youareanumerouspeople, andhavegreat
power. You shall not have one lot only;

18 but the hill country shall be yours. Al-
though it is a forest, you shall cut it down,
and it’s farthest extent shall be yours; for
you shall drive out the Canaanites, though
they have chariots of iron, and though they
are strong.”

18
1 The whole congregation of the children

of Israel assembled themselves together at
Shiloh, and set up the Tent ofMeeting there.
The land was subdued before them.

2Seven tribes remained amongst the chil-
dren of Israel, which had not yet divided
their inheritance.

3 Joshua said to the children of Israel,
“How long will you neglect to go in to pos-
sess the land, which the LORD, the God of
your fathers, has given you?

4Appoint for yourselves three men from
each tribe. I will send them, and they shall
arise, walk through the land, and describe
it according to their inheritance; then they
shall come tome.

5 They shall divide it into seven portions.
Judah shall live in his borders on the south,
and the house of Joseph shall live in their
borders on the north.

6 You shall survey the land into seven
parts, and bring the description here tome;
and I will cast lots for you here before the
LORD our God.

7 However, the Levites have no portion
amongst you; for the priesthood of the



Joshua 18:8 204 Joshua 19:13

LORD is their inheritance. Gad, Reuben,
and the half-tribe of Manasseh have re-
ceived their inheritance east of the Jordan,
which Moses the servant of the LORD gave
them.”

8 The men arose and went. Joshua com-
manded thosewhowent to survey the land,
saying, “Go walk through the land, survey
it, and come again to me. I will cast lots for
you here before the LORD in Shiloh.”

9 The men went and passed through the
land, and surveyed it by cities into seven
portions in a book. They came to Joshua to
the camp at Shiloh.

10 Joshua cast lots for them in Shiloh be-
fore the LORD. There Joshua divided the
land to the children of Israel according to
their divisions.

11 The lot of the tribe of the children of
Benjamin came up according to their fam-
ilies. The border of their lot went out be-
tween the children of Judah and the chil-
dren of Joseph.

12 Their border on the north quarter was
from the Jordan. The border went up to the
side of Jericho on the north, and went up
through thehill countrywestward. It ended
at the wilderness of Beth Aven.

13 The border passed along from there to
Luz, to the side of Luz (also called Bethel),
southward. The border went down to
Ataroth Addar, by themountain that lies on
the south of Beth Horon the lower.

14 The border extended, and turned
around on the west quarter southward,
from the mountain that lies before Beth
Horon southward; and ended at Kiriath
Baal (also called Kiriath Jearim), a city of
the children of Judah. This was the west
quarter.

15 The south quarter was from the far-
thest part of Kiriath Jearim. The border
went out westward, and went out to the
spring of the waters of Nephtoah.

16 The border went down to the farthest
part of the mountain that lies before the
valley of the son of Hinnom, which is in
the valley of Rephaim northward. It went
down to the valley of Hinnom, to the side of
the Jebusite southward, and went down to
En Rogel.

17 It extended northward, went out at En
Shemesh, and went out to Geliloth, which
is opposite the ascent of Adummim. It
went down to the stone of Bohan the son of
Reuben.

18 It passed along to the side opposite the
Arabah northward, and went down to the
Arabah.

19 The border passed along to the side
of Beth Hoglah northward; and the border
ended at the north bay of the Salt Sea, at the

south end of the Jordan. This was the south
border.

20 The Jordan was its border on the
east quarter. This was the inheritance of
the children of Benjamin, by the borders
around it, according to their families.

21 Now the cities of the tribe of the chil-
dren of Benjamin according to their fami-
lies were Jericho, Beth Hoglah, Emek Keziz,

22Beth Arabah, Zemaraim, Bethel,
23Avvim, Parah, Ophrah,
24 Chephar Ammoni, Ophni, and Geba;

twelve cities with their villages.
25Gibeon, Ramah, Beeroth,
26Mizpeh, Chephirah, Mozah,
27Rekem, Irpeel, Taralah,
28 Zelah, Eleph, the Jebusite (also called

Jerusalem), Gibeath, and Kiriath; fourteen
cities with their villages. This is the inheri-
tanceof the childrenofBenjaminaccording
to their families.

19
1 The second lot came out for Simeon,

even for the tribe of the children of Simeon
according to their families. Their inheri-
tance was in the middle of the inheritance
of the children of Judah.

2 They had for their inheritance Beer-
sheba (or Sheba), Moladah,

3Hazar Shual, Balah, Ezem,
4Eltolad, Bethul, Hormah,
5Ziklag, BethMarcaboth, Hazar Susah,
6 Beth Lebaoth, and Sharuhen; thirteen

cities with their villages;
7 Ain, Rimmon, Ether, and Ashan; four

cities with their villages;
8 and all the villages that were around

these cities to Baalath Beer, Ramah of the
South. This is the inheritance of the tribe
of the children of Simeon according to their
families.

9 Out of the part of the children of Ju-
dah was the inheritance of the children of
Simeon; for the portion of the children of
Judah was too much for them. Therefore
the children of Simeon had inheritance in
themiddle of their inheritance.

10 The third lot came up for the children
of Zebulun according to their families. The
border of their inheritance was to Sarid.

11 Their border went up westward, even
to Maralah, and reached to Dabbesheth.
It reached to the brook that is before
Jokneam.

12 It turned from Sarid eastward towards
the sunrise to the border of Chisloth Tabor.
It went out to Daberath, and went up to
Japhia.

13From there it passed along eastward to
GathHepher, to Ethkazin; and itwent out at
Rimmonwhich stretches to Neah.
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14 The border turned around it on the
north to Hannathon; and it ended at the
valley of Iphtah El;

15Kattath, Nahalal, Shimron, Idalah, and
Bethlehem: twelve citieswith their villages.

16This is the inheritanceof the childrenof
Zebulun according to their families, these
cities with their villages.

17 The fourth lot came out for Issachar,
even for the children of Issachar according
to their families.

18Their borderwas to Jezreel, Chesulloth,
Shunem,

19Hapharaim, Shion, Anaharath,
20Rabbith, Kishion, Ebez,
21 Remeth, Engannim, En Haddah, and

Beth Pazzez.
22 The border reached to Tabor, Sha-

hazumah, and Beth Shemesh. Their border
ended at the Jordan: sixteen cities with
their villages.

23 This is the inheritance of the tribe of
the children of Issachar according to their
families, the cities with their villages.

24 The fifth lot came out for the tribe of
the children of Asher according to their
families.

25 Their border was Helkath, Hali, Beten,
Achshaph,

26 Allammelech, Amad, Mishal. It
reached to Carmel westward, and to
Shihorlibnath.

27 It turned towards the sunrise to Beth
Dagon, and reached to Zebulun, and to the
valley of Iphtah El northward to Beth Emek
and Neiel. It went out to Cabul on the left
hand,

28 and Ebron, Rehob, Hammon, and
Kanah, even to great Sidon.

29 The border turned to Ramah, to the
fortified city of Tyre; and the border turned
to Hosah. It ended at the sea by the region
of Achzib;

30 Ummah also, and Aphek, and Rehob:
twenty-two cities with their villages.

31 This is the inheritance of the tribe of
the children of Asher according to their
families, these cities with their villages.

32 The sixth lot came out for the children
of Naphtali, even for the children of Naph-
tali according to their families.

33 Their border was from Heleph, from
the oak in Zaanannim, Adami-nekeb, and
Jabneel, to Lakkum. It ended at the Jordan.

34The border turnedwestward to Aznoth
Tabor, and went out from there to Hukkok.
It reached to Zebulun on the south, and
reached to Asher on the west, and to Judah
at the Jordan towards the sunrise.

35 The fortified cities were Ziddim, Zer,
Hammath, Rakkath, Chinnereth,

36Adamah, Ramah, Hazor,

37Kedesh, Edrei, En Hazor,
38 Iron, Migdal El, Horem, Beth Anath,

and Beth Shemesh; nineteen cities with
their villages.

39 This is the inheritance of the tribe of
the children of Naphtali according to their
families, the cities with their villages.

40 The seventh lot came out for the tribe
of the children of Dan according to their
families.

41 The border of their inheritance was
Zorah, Eshtaol, Irshemesh,

42 Shaalabbin, Aijalon, Ithlah,
43Elon, Timnah, Ekron,
44Eltekeh, Gibbethon, Baalath,
45 Jehud, Bene Berak, Gath Rimmon,
46Me Jarkon, and Rakkon, with the bor-

der opposite Joppa.
47The border of the children of Danwent

out beyond them; for the children of Dan
went up and fought against Leshem, and
took it, and struck it with the edge of the
sword, and possessed it, and lived therein,
and called Leshem, Dan, after the name of
Dan their forefather.

48This is the inheritanceof the tribeof the
children of Dan according to their families,
these cities with their villages.

49 So they finished distributing the land
for inheritance by its borders. The children
of Israel gave an inheritance to Joshua the
son of Nun amongst them.

50 According to the LORD’s command-
ment, they gave him the city which he
asked, even Timnathserah in the hill coun-
try of Ephraim; and he built the city, and
lived there.

51 These are the inheritances, which
Eleazar the priest, Joshua the son of Nun,
and the heads of the fathers’ houses of the
tribes of the children of Israel, distributed
for inheritance by lot in Shiloh before the
LORD, at the door of the Tent ofMeeting. So
they finished dividing the land.

20
1The LORD spoke to Joshua, saying,
2 “Speak to the children of Israel, saying,

‘Assign the cities of refuge, of which I spoke
to you byMoses,

3 that theman slayerwhokills anyperson
accidentally or unintentionally may flee
there. They shall be to you for a refuge from
the avenger of blood.

4 He shall flee to one of those cities, and
shall stand at the entrance of the gate of the
city, and declare his case in the ears of the
elders of that city. They shall take him into
the city with them, and give him a place,
that hemay live amongst them.

5 If the avenger of blood pursues him,
then they shall not deliver up the man
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slayer into his hand; because he struck his
neighbour unintentionally, and didn’t hate
him before.

6He shall dwell in that city until he stands
before the congregation for judgement, un-
til the death of the high priest that shall be
in those days. Then the man slayer shall
return, and come to his own city, and to his
own house, to the city he fled from.’ ”

7 They set apart Kedesh in Galilee in the
hill country of Naphtali, Shechem in the hill
country of Ephraim, and Kiriath Arba (also
called Hebron) in the hill country of Judah.

8 Beyond the Jordan at Jericho eastward,
they assignedBezer in thewilderness in the
plain out of the tribe of Reuben, Ramoth in
Gilead out of the tribe of Gad, and Golan in
Bashan out of the tribe of Manasseh.

9 These were the appointed cities for all
the children of Israel, and for the alienwho
lives amongst them, that whoever kills any
person unintentionally might flee there,
and not die by the hand of the avenger
of blood, until he stands trial before the
congregation.

21
1Then the heads of fathers’ houses of the

Levites camenear to Eleazar the priest, and
to Joshua the sonofNun, and to theheads of
fathers’ houses of the tribes of the children
of Israel.

2They spoke to them at Shiloh in the land
of Canaan, saying, “The LORD commanded
through Moses to give us cities to dwell in,
with their pasture lands for our livestock.”

3The children of Israel gave to the Levites
out of their inheritance, according to the
commandment of the LORD, these cities
with their pasture lands.

4 The lot came out for the families of
the Kohathites. The children of Aaron the
priest,whowereof theLevites, had thirteen
cities by lot out of the tribe of Judah, out of
the tribe of the Simeonites, and out of the
tribe of Benjamin.

5 The rest of the children of Kohath had
ten cities by lot out of the families of the
tribeofEphraim, outof the tribeofDan, and
out of the half-tribe of Manasseh.

6 The children of Gershon had thirteen
cities by lot out of the families of the tribe of
Issachar, out of the tribe of Asher, out of the
tribe ofNaphtali, and out of the half-tribe of
Manasseh in Bashan.

7 The children of Merari according to
their families had twelve cities out of the
tribe of Reuben, out of the tribe of Gad, and
out of the tribe of Zebulun.

8 The children of Israel gave these cities
with their pasture lands by lot to the
Levites, as the LORD commandedbyMoses.

9 They gave out of the tribe of the chil-
dren of Judah, and out of the tribe of the
children of Simeon, these cities which are
mentioned by name:

10 and they were for the children of
Aaron, of the families of the Kohathites,
who were of the children of Levi; for theirs
was the first lot.

11 They gave them Kiriath Arba, named
after the father of Anak (also called He-
bron), in the hill country of Judah, with its
pasture lands around it.

12 But they gave the fields of the city and
its villages toCaleb the sonof Jephunneh for
his possession.

13To the children of Aaron the priest they
gave Hebronwith its pasture lands, the city
of refuge for theman slayer, Libnahwith its
pasture lands,

14 Jattir with its pasture lands, Eshtemoa
with its pasture lands,

15 Holon with its pasture lands, Debir
with its pasture lands,

16 Ain with its pasture lands, Juttah with
its pasture lands, andBeth Shemeshwith its
pasture lands: nine cities out of those two
tribes.

17 Out of the tribe of Benjamin, Gibeon
with its pasture lands, Gebawith its pasture
lands,

18 Anathoth with its pasture lands, and
Almonwith its pasture lands: four cities.

19 All the cities of the children of Aaron,
the priests, were thirteen cities with their
pasture lands.

20 The families of the children of Kohath,
the Levites, even the rest of the children of
Kohath, had the cities of their lot out of the
tribe of Ephraim.

21 They gave them Shechem with its pas-
ture lands in the hill country of Ephraim,
the city of refuge for the man slayer, and
Gezer with its pasture lands,

22 Kibzaim with its pasture lands, and
Beth Horon with its pasture lands: four
cities.

23 Out of the tribe of Dan, Elteke with its
pasture lands, Gibbethon with its pasture
lands,

24 Aijalon with its pasture lands, Gath
Rimmonwith its pasture lands: four cities.

25 Out of the half-tribe of Manasseh,
Taanach with its pasture lands, and Gath
Rimmonwith its pasture lands: two cities.

26All the cities of the families of the rest of
the children of Kohath were ten with their
pasture lands.

27 They gave to the children of Gershon,
of the families of the Levites, out of the half-
tribe of Manasseh Golan in Bashan with its
pasture lands, the city of refuge for theman
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slayer, and Be Eshterah with its pasture
lands: two cities.

28 Out of the tribe of Issachar, Kishion
with its pasture lands, Daberath with its
pasture lands,

29 Jarmuthwith its pasture lands, EnGan-
nimwith its pasture lands: four cities.

30Out of the tribe of Asher,Mishalwith its
pasture lands, Abdonwith its pasture lands,

31Helkath with its pasture lands, and Re-
hob with its pasture lands: four cities.

32 Out of the tribe of Naphtali, Kedesh
in Galilee with its pasture lands, the city
of refuge for the man slayer, Hammothdor
with its pasture lands, and Kartan with its
pasture lands: three cities.

33All the cities of the Gershonites accord-
ing to their families were thirteen cities
with their pasture lands.

34 To the families of the children of Mer-
ari, the rest of the Levites, out of the tribe
of Zebulun, Jokneamwith its pasture lands,
Kartah with its pasture lands,

35Dimnahwith its pasture lands, and Na-
halal with its pasture lands: four cities.

36Out of the tribe of Reuben, Bezer with
its pasture lands, Jahaz with its pasture
lands,

37 Kedemoth with its pasture lands, and
Mephaath with its pasture lands: four
cities.

38 Out of the tribe of Gad, Ramoth in
Gilead with its pasture lands, the city of
refuge for the man slayer, and Mahanaim
with its pasture lands,

39 Heshbon with its pasture lands, Jazer
with its pasture lands: four cities in all.

40All these were the cities of the children
of Merari according to their families, even
the rest of the families of the Levites. Their
lot was twelve cities.

41All the cities of the Levites amongst the
possessions of the children of Israel were
forty-eight cities with their pasture lands.

42 Each of these cities included their pas-
ture lands around them. It was this way
with all these cities.

43 So the LORD gave to Israel all the land
which he swore to give to their fathers.
They possessed it, and lived in it.

44TheLORDgave themrestall around, ac-
cording to all that he swore to their fathers.
Not a man of all their enemies stood before
them. TheLORDdeliveredall their enemies
into their hand.

45Nothing failed of any good thing which
the LORD had spoken to the house of Israel.
All came to pass.

22
1 Then Joshua called the Reubenites, the

Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh,

2and said to them, “You have kept all that
Moses the servant of the LORD commanded
you, andhave listened tomyvoice inall that
I commanded you.

3 You have not left your brothers these
many days to this day, but have performed
the duty of the commandment of the LORD
your God.

4Now the LORD your God has given rest
to your brothers, as he spoke to them.
Therefore now return and go to your tents,
to the land of your possession, whichMoses
the servant of the LORD gave you beyond
the Jordan.

5 Only take diligent heed to do the com-
mandment and the law which Moses the
servant of the LORD commanded you, to
love the LORD your God, to walk in all his
ways, to keep his commandments, to hold
fast to him, and to serve him with all your
heart and with all your soul.”

6 So Joshua blessed them, and sent them
away; and they went to their tents.

7 Now to the one half-tribe of Manasseh
Moses had given inheritance in Bashan;
but Joshua gave to the other half amongst
their brothers beyond the Jordan west-
ward. Moreover when Joshua sent them
away to their tents, he blessed them,

8 and spoke to them, saying, “Return
with much wealth to your tents, with very
much livestock, with silver, with gold, with
bronze, with iron, and with very much
clothing. Divide the plunder of your ene-
mies with your brothers.”

9The childrenof Reubenand the children
of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh re-
turned, and departed from the children of
Israel out of Shiloh, which is in the land
of Canaan, to go to the land of Gilead, to
the land of their possession, which they
owned, according to the commandment of
the LORD byMoses.

10When they came to the region near the
Jordan, that is in the land of Canaan, the
children of Reuben and the children of Gad
and thehalf-tribeofManassehbuilt analtar
there by the Jordan, a great altar to look at.

11 The children of Israel heard this, “Be-
hold, the children of Reuben and the chil-
dren of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh
have built an altar along the border of the
land of Canaan, in the region around the
Jordan, on the side that belongs to the chil-
dren of Israel.”

12 When the children of Israel heard of
it, the whole congregation of the children
of Israel gathered themselves together at
Shiloh, to go up against them to war.

13 The children of Israel sent to the chil-
dren of Reuben, and to the children of Gad,
and to the half-tribe of Manasseh, into the
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land of Gilead, Phinehas the son of Eleazar
the priest.

14With him were ten princes, one prince
of a fathers’ house for each of the tribes
of Israel; and they were each head of their
fathers’ houses amongst the thousands of
Israel.

15 They came to the children of Reuben,
and to the children of Gad, and to the half-
tribe ofManasseh, to the landofGilead, and
they spoke with them, saying,

16 “The whole congregation of the LORD
says, ‘What trespass is this that you have
committed against the God of Israel, to turn
away today from following the LORD, in
that you have built yourselves an altar, to
rebel today against the LORD?

17 Is the iniquity of Peor too little for us,
fromwhichwehavenot cleansed ourselves
to this day, although there came aplague on
the congregation of the LORD,

18 that youmust turnaway today fromfol-
lowing the LORD? It will be, since you rebel
today against the LORD, that tomorrow he
will be angry with the whole congregation
of Israel.

19However, if the land of your possession
is unclean, then pass over to the land of
the possession of the LORD, in which the
LORD’s tabernacle dwells, and take posses-
sion amongst us; but don’t rebel against the
LORD, nor rebel against us, in building an
altar other than the LORD our God’s altar.

20Didn’t Achan the son of Zerah commit a
trespass in thedevoted thing, andwrath fell
on all the congregation of Israel? That man
didn’t perish alone in his iniquity.’ ”

21 Then the children of Reuben and the
children of Gad and the half-tribe of Man-
asseh answered, and spoke to the heads of
the thousands of Israel,

22 “The Mighty One, God, the LORD, the
Mighty One, God, the LORD, he knows; and
Israel shall know: if it was in rebellion, or if
in trespass against the LORD (don’t save us
today),

23 that we have built us an altar to turn
away from following the LORD; or if to offer
burnt offering ormeal offering, or if to offer
sacrifices of peace offerings, let the LORD
himself require it.

24 “If we have not out of concern done
this, and for a reason, saying, ‘In time to
come your childrenmight speak to our chil-
dren, saying, “What have you to dowith the
LORD, the God of Israel?

25 For the LORD has made the Jordan a
border between us and you, you children
of Reuben and children of Gad. You have
no portion in the LORD.” ’ So your children
might make our children cease from fear-
ing the LORD.

26 “Therefore we said, ‘Let’s now prepare
to build ourselves an altar, not for burnt
offering, nor for sacrifice;

27 but it will be a witness between us
andyou, andbetweenourgenerations after
us, that we may perform the service of the
LORD before him with our burnt offerings,
with our sacrifices, and with our peace
offerings;’ that your children may not tell
our children in time to come, ‘You have no
portion in the LORD.’

28 “Therefore we said, ‘It shall be, when
they tell us or our generations this in time
to come, that we shall say, “Behold the pat-
tern of the LORD’s altar, which our fathers
made, not for burnt offering, nor for sac-
rifice; but it is a witness between us and
you.” ’

29 “Far be it from us that we should rebel
against the LORD, and turn away today
from following the LORD, to build an altar
for burnt offering, for meal offering, or for
sacrifice, besides the LORD our God’s altar
that is before his tabernacle!”

30 When Phinehas the priest, and the
princes of the congregation, even the heads
of the thousands of Israel that were with
him, heard the words that the children
of Reuben and the children of Gad and
the children of Manasseh spoke, it pleased
themwell.

31 Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest
said to the children of Reuben, to the chil-
dren of Gad, and to the children of Man-
asseh, “Today we know that the LORD is
amongst us, because you have not commit-
ted this trespass against the LORD.Nowyou
have delivered the children of Israel out of
the LORD’s hand.”

32 Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest,
and the princes, returned from the chil-
dren of Reuben, and from the children of
Gad, out of the land of Gilead, to the land
of Canaan, to the children of Israel, and
brought themword again.

33The thingpleased the childrenof Israel;
and the children of Israel blessed God, and
spoke no more of going up against them
to war, to destroy the land in which the
children of Reuben and the children of Gad
lived.

34 The children of Reuben and the chil-
dren of Gad named the altar “A Witness
Between Us that the LORD is God.”

23
1 After many days, when the LORD had

given rest to Israel from their enemies all
around, and Joshua was old and well ad-
vanced in years,

2 Joshua called for all Israel, for their
elders and for their heads, and for their
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judges and for their officers, and said to
them, “I amold andwell advanced in years.

3 You have seen all that the LORD your
God has done to all these nations because
of you; for it is the LORD your God who has
fought for you.

4 Behold, I have allotted to you these na-
tions that remain, to be an inheritance for
your tribes, from the Jordan, with all the
nations that I have cut off, even to the great
sea towards the going down of the sun.

5The LORD your Godwill thrust themout
from before you, and drive them from out
of your sight. You shall possess their land,
as the LORD your God spoke to you.

6 “Therefore be very courageous to keep
and todoall that iswritten in thebookof the
law of Moses, that you not turn away from
it to the right hand or to the left;

7 that you not come amongst these na-
tions, these that remain amongst you; nei-
ther make mention of the name of their
gods, nor cause to swear by them, neither
serve them, nor bow down yourselves to
them;

8 but hold fast to the LORD your God, as
you have done to this day.

9 “For the LORD has driven great and
strong nations out from before you. But as
for you, nomanhas stood before you to this
day.

10Onemanof you shall chase a thousand;
for it is the LORD your God who fights for
you, as he spoke to you.

11 Take good heed therefore to your-
selves, that you love the LORD your God.

12 “But if you do at all go back, and hold
fast to the remnant of these nations, even
these who remain amongst you, and make
marriages with them, and go in to them,
and they to you;

13 know for a certainty that the LORD
your Godwill no longer drive these nations
from out of your sight; but they shall be a
snare and a trap to you, a scourge in your
sides, and thorns in your eyes, until you
perish from off this good land which the
LORD your God has given you.

14 “Behold, today I am going the way of
all the earth. You know in all your hearts
and in all your souls that not one thing has
failed of all the good thingswhich the LORD
your God spoke concerning you. All have
happened to you. Not one thing has failed
of it.

15 It shall happen that as all the good
thingshave comeonyouofwhich theLORD
your God spoke to you, so the LORD will
bring on you all the evil things, until he has

destroyedyou fromoffthis good landwhich
the LORD your God has given you,

16when you disobey the covenant of the
LORDyourGod,which he commanded you,
and go and serve other gods, andbowdown
yourselves to them. Then the LORD’s anger
will be kindled against you, and you will
perish quickly fromoff the good landwhich
he has given to you.”

24
1 Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel

to Shechem, and called for the elders of
Israel, for their heads, for their judges, and
for their officers; and they presented them-
selves before God.

2 Joshua said to all the people, “The LORD,
the God of Israel, says, ‘Your fathers lived of
old time beyond the River, even Terah, the
father of Abraham, and the father of Nahor.
They served other gods.

3 I took your father Abraham from be-
yond the River, and led him throughout
all the land of Canaan, and multiplied his
offspring,† and gave him Isaac.

4 I gave to Isaac JacobandEsau: and Igave
to Esau Mount Seir, to possess it. Jacob and
his children went down into Egypt.

5 “ ‘I sent Moses and Aaron, and I plagued
Egypt, according to that which I did
amongst them: and afterward I brought
you out.

6 I brought your fathers out of Egypt: and
you came to the sea. The Egyptians pursued
your fathers with chariots and with horse-
men to the Red Sea.

7When they cried out to the LORD, he put
darkness between you and the Egyptians,
and brought the sea on them, and covered
them; and your eyes saw what I did in
Egypt. You lived in the wilderness many
days.

8 “ ‘I brought you into the land of the
Amorites, that lived beyond the Jordan.
They fought with you, and I gave them into
your hand. You possessed their land, and I
destroyed them from before you.

9 Then Balak the son of Zippor, king of
Moab, arose and fought against Israel. He
sent and called Balaam the son of Beor to
curse you,

10but I would not listen to Balaam; there-
fore he blessed you still. So I delivered you
out of his hand.

11 “ ‘You went over the Jordan, and came
to Jericho. The men of Jericho fought
against you, the Amorite, the Perizzite, the
Canaanite, the Hittite, the Girgashite, the
Hivite, and the Jebusite; and I delivered
them into your hand.

† 24:3: or, seed
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12 I sent the hornet before you, which
drove them out from before you, even the
two kings of the Amorites; not with your
sword, nor with your bow.

13 I gave you a land onwhich you had not
laboured, and cities which you didn’t build,
and you live in them. You eat of vineyards
and olive groves which you didn’t plant.’

14 “Now therefore fear the LORD, and
serve him in sincerity and in truth. Put
away the gods which your fathers served
beyond the River, in Egypt; and serve the
LORD.

15 If it seems evil to you to serve the LORD,
choose todaywhomyouwill serve;whether
the gods which your fathers served that
were beyond the River, or the gods of the
Amorites, in whose land you dwell; but as
for me and my house, we will serve the
LORD.”

16Thepeople answered, “Farbe it fromus
that we should forsake the LORD, to serve
other gods;

17 for it is the LORD our Godwho brought
us and our fathers up out of the land of
Egypt, from the house of bondage, andwho
did those great signs in our sight, and pre-
served us in all the way in which we went,
and amongst all the peoples through the
middle of whomwe passed.

18The LORD drove out from before us all
the peoples, even the Amoriteswho lived in
the land. Therefore we also will serve the
LORD; for he is our God.”

19 Joshua said to the people, “You can’t
serve the LORD, for he is a holy God. He
is a jealous God. He will not forgive your
disobedience nor your sins.

20 If you forsake the LORD, and serve for-
eign gods, then hewill turn and do you evil,
and consume you, after he has done you
good.”

21 The people said to Joshua, “No, but we
will serve the LORD.”

22 Joshua said to the people, “You are
witnesses against yourselves that you have
chosen the LORD yourselves, to serve him.”
They said, “We are witnesses.”
23 “Now therefore put away the foreign

gods which are amongst you, and incline
your heart to the LORD, the God of Israel.”

24 The people said to Joshua, “We will
serve the LORD our God, and we will listen
to his voice.”

25 So Joshua made a covenant with the
people that day, and made for them a
statute and an ordinance in Shechem.

26 Joshua wrote these words in the book
of the law of God; and he took a great stone,

and set it up thereunder theoak thatwasby
the sanctuary of the LORD.

27 Joshua said to all the people, “Behold,
this stone shall be a witness against us, for
it has heard all the LORD’s words which he
spoke to us. It shall be therefore a witness
against you, lest you deny your God.”

28So Joshua sent the people away, each to
his own inheritance.

29 After these things, Joshua the son of
Nun, the servant of the LORD, died, being
one hundred and ten years old.

30 They buried him in the border of his
inheritance in Timnathserah, which is in
the hill country of Ephraim, on the north of
themountain of Gaash.

31 Israel served the LORD all the days
of Joshua, and all the days of the elders
whooutlived Joshua, andhadknownall the
work of the LORD, that he had worked for
Israel.

32They buried the bones of Joseph, which
the children of Israel brought up out of
Egypt, in Shechem, in the parcel of ground
which Jacobbought fromthe sonsofHamor
the father of Shechem for a hundred pieces
of silver.‡ They became the inheritance of
the children of Joseph.

33 Eleazar the son of Aaron died. They
buried him in the hill of Phinehas his son,
which was given him in the hill country of
Ephraim.

‡ 24:32: Hebrew: kesitahs. A kesitah was a kind of silver coin.
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The Book of
Judges

1 After the death of Joshua, the children
of Israel asked of the LORD,† saying, “Who
should go up for us first against the Canaan-
ites, to fight against them?”

2 The LORD said, “Judah shall go up. Be-
hold,‡ I have delivered the land into his
hand.”

3 Judah said to Simeon his brother, “Come
up with me into my lot, that we may fight
against the Canaanites; and I likewise will
go with you into your lot.” So Simeon went
with him.

4 Judah went up, and the LORD delivered
the Canaanites and the Perizzites into their
hand. They struck ten thousand men in
Bezek.

5 They found Adoni-Bezek in Bezek, and
they fought against him. They struck the
Canaanites and the Perizzites.

6 But Adoni-Bezek fled. They pursued
him, caught him, and cut offhis thumbsand
his big toes.

7 Adoni-Bezek said, “Seventy kings, hav-
ing their thumbs and their big toes cut off,
scavenged under my table. As I have done,
so God§ has done tome.” They brought him
to Jerusalem, and he died there.

8 The children of Judah fought against
Jerusalem, took it, struck it with the edge of
the sword, and set the city on fire.

9 After that, the children of Judah went
down to fight against the Canaanites who
lived in the hill country, and in the South,
and in the lowland.

10 Judahwent against the Canaaniteswho
lived in Hebron. (The name of Hebron
before that was Kiriath Arba.) They struck
Sheshai, Ahiman, and Talmai.

11 From there he went against the inhab-
itants of Debir. (The name of Debir before
that was Kiriath Sepher.)

12 Caleb said, “I will give Achsah my
daughter as wife to the man who strikes
Kiriath Sepher, and takes it.”

13 Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb’s
younger brother, took it, so he gave him
Achsah his daughter as his wife.

14When she came, she got him to ask her
father for a field. She got off her donkey;
and Caleb said to her, “What would you
like?”

15 She said to him, “Give me a blessing;
because you have set me in the land of the

South, give me also springs of water.” Then
Caleb gave her the upper springs and the
lower springs.

16 The children of the Kenite, Moses’
brother-in-law, went up out of the city of
palm trees with the children of Judah into
the wilderness of Judah, which is in the
south of Arad; and theywent and livedwith
the people.

17 Judah went with Simeon his brother,
and they struck the Canaanites who inhab-
ited Zephath, and utterly destroyed it. The
name of the city was called Hormah.

18 Also Judah took Gaza with its border,
and Ashkelon with its border, and Ekron
with its border.

19 The LORD was with Judah, and drove
out the inhabitants of the hill country; for
he couldnot drive out the inhabitants of the
valley, because they had chariots of iron.

20 They gave Hebron to Caleb, as Moses
had said, and he drove the three sons of
Anak out of there.

21 The children of Benjamin didn’t drive
out the Jebusites who inhabited Jerusalem,
but the Jebusites dwell with the children of
Benjamin in Jerusalem to this day.

22 The house of Joseph also went up
against Bethel, and the LORD was with
them.

23 The house of Joseph sent to spy out
Bethel. (The name of the city before that
was Luz.)

24 The watchers saw a man come out of
the city, and they said to him, “Please show
us the entrance into the city, and we will
deal kindly with you.”

25He showed them the entrance into the
city, and they struck the city with the edge
of the sword; but they let the man and all
his family go.

26 The man went into the land of the Hit-
tites, built a city, and called its name Luz,
which is its name to this day.

27 Manasseh didn’t drive out the inhab-
itants of Beth Shean and its towns, nor
Taanach and its towns, nor the inhabitants
of Dor and its towns, nor the inhabitants of
Ibleamand its towns, nor the inhabitants of
Megiddo and its towns; but the Canaanites
would dwell in that land.

28When Israelhadgrownstrong, theyput
the Canaanites to forced labour, and didn’t
utterly drive them out.

29 Ephraim didn’t drive out the Canaan-
ites who lived in Gezer, but the Canaanites
lived in Gezer amongst them.

† 1:1: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew
,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). ‡ 1:2: “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at.

It is often used as an interjection. § 1:7: The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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30 Zebulun didn’t drive out the inhabi-
tants of Kitron, nor the inhabitants of Na-
halol; but the Canaanites lived amongst
them, and became subject to forced labour.

31 Asher didn’t drive out the inhabitants
of Acco, nor the inhabitants of Sidon, nor of
Ahlab, nor of Achzib, nor of Helbah, nor of
Aphik, nor of Rehob;

32 but the Asherites lived amongst the
Canaanites, the inhabitants of the land, for
they didn’t drive them out.

33 Naphtali didn’t drive out the inhabi-
tants of Beth Shemesh, nor the inhabitants
of Beth Anath; but he lived amongst
the Canaanites, the inhabitants of the
land. Nevertheless the inhabitants of Beth
Shemesh and of Beth Anath became subject
to forced labour.

34 The Amorites forced the children of
Dan into the hill country, for theywouldnot
allow them to come down to the valley;

35but the Amoriteswould dwell inMount
Heres, in Aijalon, and in Shaalbim. Yet the
hand of the house of Joseph prevailed, so
that they became subject to forced labour.

36 The border of the Amorites was from
the ascent of Akrabbim, from the rock, and
upward.

2
1 The LORD’s angel came up from Gilgal

to Bochim. He said, “I brought you out of
Egypt, and have brought you to the land
which I swore to give your fathers. I said,
‘I will never breakmy covenant with you.

2You shall make no covenant with the in-
habitants of this land. You shall breakdown
theiraltars.’ Butyouhavenot listened tomy
voice. Why have you done this?

3 Therefore I also said, ‘I will not drive
them out from before you; but they shall be
in your sides, and their gods will be a snare
to you.’ ”

4 When the LORD’s angel spoke these
words to all the children of Israel, the peo-
ple lifted up their voice and wept.

5 They called the name of that place
Bochim,† and they sacrificed there to the
LORD.

6 Now when Joshua had sent the people
away, the children of Israel eachwent to his
inheritance to possess the land.

7The people served the LORD all the days
of Joshua, and all the days of the elderswho
outlived Joshua, who had seen all the great
work of the LORD that he had worked for
Israel.

8 Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of
the LORD, died, being one hundred and ten
years old.

9 They buried him in the border of his
inheritance in Timnath Heres, in the hill
country of Ephraim, on the north of the
mountain of Gaash.

10After all that generationwere gathered
to their fathers, another generation arose
after them who didn’t know the LORD, nor
the work which he had done for Israel.

11 The children of Israel did that which
was evil in the LORD’s sight, and served the
Baals.

12 They abandoned the LORD, the God
of their fathers, who brought them out
of the land of Egypt, and followed other
gods, of the gods of the peoples who were
around them, and bowed themselves down
to them; and they provoked the LORD to
anger.

13They abandoned the LORD, and served
Baal and the Ashtaroth.

14 The LORD’s anger burnt against Israel,
and he delivered them into the hands of
raiders who plundered them. He sold them
into the hands of their enemies all around,
so that they could no longer stand before
their enemies.

15 Wherever they went out, the LORD’s
handwas against them for evil, as the LORD
had spoken, and as the LORD had sworn to
them; and they were very distressed.

16The LORD raised up judges, who saved
them out of the hand of those who plun-
dered them.

17Yet they didn’t listen to their judges; for
they prostituted themselves to other gods,
and bowed themselves down to them. They
quickly turned away from theway inwhich
their fathers walked, obeying the LORD’s
commandments. They didn’t do so.

18 When the LORD raised up judges for
them, then the LORD was with the judge,
and saved them out of the hand of their
enemies all the days of the judge; for it
grieved the LORDbecause of their groaning
by reasonof thosewhooppressed themand
troubled them.

19 But when the judge was dead, they
turned back, and dealtmore corruptly than
their fathers in following other gods to
serve them and to bow down to them. They
didn’t cease what they were doing, or give
up their stubborn ways.

20The LORD’s anger burnt against Israel;
and he said, “Because this nation trans-
gressed my covenant which I commanded
their fathers, and has not listened to my
voice,

21 I alsowill no longer drive out any of the
nations that Joshua left when he died from
before them;

† 2:5: “Bochim” means “weepers”.
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22 that by them I may test Israel, to see
if they will keep the LORD’s way to walk
therein, as their fathers kept it, or not.”

23So the LORD left those nations, without
driving them out hastily. He didn’t deliver
them into Joshua’s hand.

3
1 Now these are the nations which the

LORD left, to test Israel by them, even as
many as had not known all the wars of
Canaan;

2only that the generations of the children
of Israel might know, to teach them war, at
least those who knew nothing of it before:

3 the five lords of the Philistines, all the
Canaanites, the Sidonians, and the Hivites
who lived on Mount Lebanon, from Mount
Baal Hermon to the entrance of Hamath.

4 They were left to test Israel by them,
to know whether they would listen to the
LORD’s commandments, which he com-
manded their fathers byMoses.

5The children of Israel lived amongst the
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the
Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites.

6 They took their daughters to be their
wives, and gave their own daughters to
their sons and served their gods.

7 The children of Israel did that which
was evil in the LORD’s sight, and forgot the
LORD their God, and served the Baals and
the Asheroth.

8 Therefore the LORD’s anger burnt
against Israel, and he sold them into
the hand of Cushan Rishathaim king of
Mesopotamia; and the children of Israel
served Cushan Rishathaim eight years.

9When the children of Israel cried to the
LORD, the LORD raised up a saviour to the
children of Israel, who saved them, even
Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger
brother.

10The LORD’s Spirit came on him, and he
judged Israel; and he went out to war, and
the LORD delivered Cushan Rishathaim
king of Mesopotamia into his hand. His
handprevailedagainst CushanRishathaim.

11The land had rest forty years, then Oth-
niel the son of Kenaz died.

12 The children of Israel again did that
which was evil in the LORD’s sight, and the
LORD strengthened Eglon the king of Moab
against Israel, because they had done that
which was evil in the LORD’s sight.

13 He gathered the children of Ammon
and Amalek to himself; and he went and
struck Israel, and they possessed the city of
palm trees.

14The children of Israel served Eglon the
king of Moab eighteen years.

15But when the children of Israel cried to
the LORD, the LORD raised up a saviour for
them: Ehud the son of Gera, the Benjamite,
a left-handed man. The children of Israel
sent tribute by him to Eglon the king of
Moab.

16Ehudmade himself a swordwhich had
two edges, a cubit† in length; and hewore it
under his clothing on his right thigh.

17He offered the tribute to Eglon king of
Moab. Now Eglon was a very fat man.

18 When Ehud had finished offering the
tribute, he sent away the people who car-
ried the tribute.

19 But he himself turned back from the
stone idols that were by Gilgal, and said, “I
have a secret message for you, O king.”
The king said, “Keep silence!” All who

stood by him left him.
20Ehudcametohim; andhewassittingby

himself alone in the cool upper room. Ehud
said, “I have a message from God to you.”
He arose out of his seat.

21Ehud put out his left hand, and took the
sword fromhis right thigh, and thrust it into
his body.

22Thehandle alsowent in after the blade;
and the fat closed on the blade, for he didn’t
draw the sword out of his body; and it came
out behind.

23 Then Ehud went out onto the porch,
and shut the doors of the upper room on
him, and locked them.

24 After he had gone, his servants came
and saw that the doors of the upper room
were locked. They said, “Surely he is cover-
ing his feet‡ in the upper room.”

25 They waited until they were ashamed;
and behold, he didn’t open the doors of the
upper room. Therefore they took the key
and opened them, and behold, their lord
had fallen down dead on the floor.

26 Ehud escaped while they waited,
passed beyond the stone idols, and escaped
to Seirah.

27When he had come, he blew a trumpet
in the hill country of Ephraim; and the chil-
dren of Israelwent downwithhim from the
hill country, and he led them.

28 He said to them, “Follow me; for
the LORD has delivered your enemies the
Moabites into your hand.” They followed
him, and took the fords of the Jordan
against the Moabites, and didn’t allow any
man to pass over.

† 3:16: A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimetres. ‡ 3:24: or, “relieving himself”.
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29They struck at that time about ten thou-
sand men of Moab, every strong man and
everyman of valour. Noman escaped.

30 So Moab was subdued that day under
the hand of Israel. Then the land had rest
eighty years.

31 After him was Shamgar the son of
Anath, who struck six hundred men of the
Philistines with an ox goad. He also saved
Israel.

4
1 The children of Israel again did that

which was evil in the LORD’s sight, when
Ehudwas dead.

2 The LORD sold them into the hand of
Jabin king of Canaan, who reigned in Ha-
zor; the captain of whose army was Sisera,
who lived in Harosheth of the Gentiles.

3The children of Israel cried to the LORD,
for he had nine hundred chariots of iron;
and he mightily oppressed the children of
Israel for twenty years.

4Now Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of
Lappidoth, judged Israel at that time.

5She lived under Deborah’s palm tree be-
tween Ramah and Bethel in the hill country
of Ephraim; and the children of Israel came
up to her for judgement.

6 She sent and called Barak the son of
Abinoam out of Kedesh Naphtali, and said
to him, “Hasn’t the LORD, the God of Israel,
commanded, ‘Goand lead theway toMount
Tabor, and takewith you ten thousandmen
of the children of Naphtali and of the chil-
dren of Zebulun?

7 I will draw to you, to the river Kishon,
Sisera, the captain of Jabin’s army, with
his chariots and his multitude; and I will
deliver him into your hand.’ ”

8Barak said toher, “If youwill gowithme,
then Iwill go; but if youwill not gowithme,
I will not go.”

9She said, “I will surely gowith you. Nev-
ertheless, the journey that you take won’t
be for your honour; for the LORD will sell
Sisera into a woman’s hand.” Deborah
arose, and went with Barak to Kedesh.

10 Barak called Zebulun and Naphtali to-
gether to Kedesh. Ten thousand men fol-
lowed him; andDeborahwent upwith him.

11 Now Heber the Kenite had separated
himself from the Kenites, even from the
children of Hobab, Moses’ brother-in-law,
and had pitched his tent as far as the oak in
Zaanannim, which is by Kedesh.

12 They told Sisera that Barak the son of
Abinoam had gone up to Mount Tabor.

13 Sisera gathered together all his char-
iots, even nine hundred chariots of iron,
and all the people who were with him,

fromHarosheth of the Gentiles, to the river
Kishon.

14 Deborah said to Barak, “Go; for this is
the day in which the LORD has delivered
Sisera into your hand. Hasn’t the LORD
gone out before you?” So Barak went down
from Mount Tabor, and ten thousand men
after him.

15The LORD confused Sisera, all his char-
iots, and all his army, with the edge of the
sword before Barak. Sisera abandoned his
chariot and fled away on his feet.

16But Barak pursued the chariots and the
army to Harosheth of the Gentiles; and all
the army of Sisera fell by the edge of the
sword. There was not a man left.

17However Sisera fled away on his feet to
the tent of Jael thewife of Heber the Kenite;
for there was peace between Jabin the king
of Hazor and the house of Heber the Kenite.

18 Jaelwent out tomeet Sisera, and said to
him, “Turn in, my lord, turn in to me; don’t
be afraid.” He came in to her into the tent,
and she covered himwith a rug.

19 He said to her, “Please give me a little
water to drink; for I am thirsty.”
She opened a container of milk, and gave

him a drink, and covered him.
20He said to her, “Stand in the door of the

tent, and if anyman comes and enquires of
you, and says, ‘Is there any man here?’ you
shall say, ‘No.’ ”

21Then Jael, Heber’s wife, took a tent peg,
and took a hammer in her hand, and went
softly to him, and struck the pin into his
temples, and it pierced through into the
ground, for he was in a deep sleep; so he
fainted and died.

22 Behold, as Barak pursued Sisera, Jael
came out to meet him, and said to him,
“Come, and I will show you the man whom
you seek.” He came to her; and behold,
Sisera lay dead, and the tent peg was in his
temples.

23 So God subdued Jabin the king of
Canaan before the children of Israel on that
day.

24 The hand of the children of Israel pre-
vailed more and more against Jabin the
king of Canaan, until they had destroyed
Jabin king of Canaan.

5
1Then Deborah and Barak the son of Abi-

noam sang on that day, saying,
2 “Because the leaders took the lead in Is-

rael,
because the people offered themselves
willingly,

be blessed, LORD!

3 “Hear, you kings!
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Give ear, you princes!
I, even I, will sing to the LORD.

I will sing praise to the LORD, the God
of Israel.

4 “LORD, when youwent out of Seir,
when you marched out of the field of
Edom,

the earth trembled, the sky also dropped.
Yes, the clouds dropped water.

5Themountains quaked at the LORD’s pres-
ence,

even Sinai at the presence of the LORD,
the God of Israel.

6 “In the days of Shamgar the son of Anath,
in the days of Jael, the highways were
unoccupied.

The travellers walked through byways.
7The rulers ceased in Israel.

They ceased until I, Deborah, arose;
Until I arose amother in Israel.

8They chose new gods.
Then war was in the gates.
Was there a shield or spear seen
amongst forty thousand in Israel?

9 My heart is towards the governors of Is-
rael,

who offered themselves willingly
amongst the people.

Bless the LORD!
10 “Speak, you who ride on white donkeys,

you who sit on rich carpets,
and you whowalk by the way.

11 Far from the noise of archers, in the
places of drawing water,

there they will rehearse the LORD’s
righteous acts,

the righteous acts of his rule in Israel.

“Then the LORD’s people went down to the
gates.

12 ‘Awake, awake, Deborah!
Awake, awake, utter a song!
Arise, Barak, and lead away your cap-
tives, you son of Abinoam.’

13 “Then a remnant of the nobles and the
people came down.

The LORD came down for me against
themighty.

14 Those whose root is in Amalek came out
of Ephraim,

afteryou, Benjamin, amongst yourpeo-
ples.

Governors come down out of Machir.
Those who handle the marshal’s staff
came out of Zebulun.

15 The princes of Issachar were with Debo-
rah.

As was Issachar, so was Barak.
They rushed into the valley at his feet.

By the watercourses of Reuben,
there were great resolves of heart.

16Why did you sit amongst the sheepfolds?
To hear the whistling for the flocks?

At the watercourses of Reuben,
there were great searchings of heart.

17Gilead lived beyond the Jordan.
Why did Dan remain in ships?
Asher sat still at the haven of the sea,
and lived by his creeks.

18 Zebulun was a people that jeopardised
their lives to the death;

Naphtali also, on the high places of the
field.

19 “The kings came and fought,
then the kings of Canaan fought at
Taanach by the waters of Megiddo.

They took no plunder of silver.
20From the sky the stars fought.

From their courses, they fought against
Sisera.

21The river Kishon swept them away,
that ancient river, the river Kishon.
My soul, march onwith strength.

22Then the horse hoofs stamped because of
the prancing,

the prancing of their strong ones.
23 ‘Curse Meroz,’ said the LORD’s angel.

‘Curse bitterly its inhabitants,
because they didn’t come to help the
LORD,

to help the LORD against the mighty.’
24 “Jael shall be blessed above women,

the wife of Heber the Kenite;
blessed shall she be above women in
the tent.

25He asked for water.
She gave himmilk.
She brought himbutter in a lordly dish.

26 She put her hand to the tent peg,
and her right hand to the workmen’s
hammer.

With the hammer she struck Sisera.
She struck through his head.
Yes, she pierced and struck through his
temples.

27At her feet he bowed, he fell, he lay.
At her feet he bowed, he fell.
Where he bowed, there he fell down
dead.

28“Through thewindowshe lookedout, and
cried:

Sisera’s mother looked through the lat-
tice.

‘Why is his chariot so long in coming?
Whydo thewheelsofhis chariotswait?’

29Her wise ladies answered her,
Yes, she returned answer to herself,
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30 ‘Have they not found, have they not di-
vided the plunder?

A lady, two ladies to everyman;
to Sisera a plunder of dyed garments,

a plunder of dyed garments embroi-
dered,

of dyed garments embroidered onboth
sides, on the necks of the plunder?’

31 “So let all your enemies perish, LORD,
but let thosewho lovehimbe as the sun
when it rises in its strength.”

Then the land had rest forty years.

6
1Thechildrenof Israel did thatwhichwas

evil in the LORD’s sight, so the LORD deliv-
ered them into the hand of Midian seven
years.

2 The hand of Midian prevailed against
Israel; and because of Midian the children
of Israel made themselves the dens which
are in the mountains, the caves, and the
strongholds.

3 So it was, when Israel had sown, that
theMidianites, theAmalekites, and the chil-
dren of the east came up against them.

4 They encamped against them, and de-
stroyed the increase of the earth, until you
come to Gaza. They left no sustenance in
Israel, and no sheep, ox, or donkey.

5 For they came up with their livestock
and their tents. They came in as locusts for
multitude. Both they and their camelswere
without number; and they came into the
land to destroy it.

6 Israel was brought very low because of
Midian; and the children of Israel cried to
the LORD.

7When the children of Israel cried to the
LORD because of Midian,

8The LORD sent a prophet to the children
of Israel; and he said to them, “The LORD,
the God of Israel, says, ‘I brought you up
from Egypt, and brought you out of the
house of bondage.

9 I delivered you out of the hand of the
Egyptians and out of the hand of all who
oppressed you, and drove them out from
before you, and gave you their land.

10 I said to you, “I am the LORD your God.
You shall not fear the gods of the Amorites,
in whose land you dwell.” But you have not
listened to my voice.’ ”

11 The LORD’s angel came and sat under
theoakwhichwas inOphrah, that belonged
to Joash the Abiezrite. His son Gideon was
beating outwheat in thewine press, to hide
it from theMidianites.

12The LORD’s angel appeared to him, and
said to him, “The LORD is with you, you
mighty man of valour!”

13 Gideon said to him, “Oh, my lord, if
the LORD is with us, why then has all this
happened to us? Where are all his won-
drous works which our fathers told us of,
saying, ‘Didn’t the LORD bring us up from
Egypt?’ But now the LORD has cast us off,
and delivered us into the hand of Midian.”

14 The LORD looked at him, and said, “Go
in this your might, and save Israel from the
hand of Midian. Haven’t I sent you?”

15 He said to him, “O Lord,† how shall
I save Israel? Behold, my family is the
poorest in Manasseh, and I am the least in
my father’s house.”

16The LORD said to him, “Surely I will be
with you, and you shall strike the Midian-
ites as oneman.”

17 He said to him, “If now I have found
favour in your sight, then show me a sign
that it is you who talk withme.

18 Please don’t go away until I come to
you, and bring out my present, and lay it
before you.”
He said, “I will wait until you come back.”
19 Gideon went in and prepared a young

goat and unleavened cakes of an ephah‡ of
meal. Heput themeat inabasket andheput
the broth in a pot, and brought it out to him
under the oak, and presented it.

20 The angel of God said to him, “Take
themeat and the unleavened cakes, and lay
them on this rock, and pour out the broth.”
He did so.
21 Then the LORD’s angel stretched out

the end of the staff that was in his hand,
and touched the meat and the unleavened
cakes; and fire went up out of the rock and
consumed the meat and the unleavened
cakes. Then the LORD’s angel departed out
of his sight.

22 Gideon saw that he was the LORD’s
angel; and Gideon said, “Alas, Lord GOD!
Because I have seen the LORD’s angel face
to face!”

23TheLORD said to him, “Peace be to you!
Don’t be afraid. You shall not die.”

24 Then Gideon built an altar there to the
LORD, and called it “The LORD is Peace.”§
To this day it is still in Ophrah of the
Abiezrites.

25That same night, the LORD said to him,
“Take your father’s bull, even the second
bull seven years old, and throw down the
altar of Baal that your father has, and cut
down the Asherah that is by it.

† 6:15: Theword translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” ‡ 6:19: 1 ephah is about 22 litres or about 2/3 of a bushel § 6:24:
or, Shalom
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26 Then build an altar to the LORD your
God on the top of this stronghold, in an
orderly way, and take the second bull, and
offer a burnt offering with the wood of the
Asherah which you shall cut down.”

27 Then Gideon took ten men of his ser-
vants, and did as the LORD had spoken to
him. Because he feared his father’s house-
hold and the men of the city, he could not
do it by day, but he did it by night.

28 When the men of the city arose early
in the morning, behold, the altar of Baal
was broken down, and the Asherahwas cut
downthatwasby it, and thesecondbullwas
offered on the altar that was built.

29 They said to one another, “Who has
done this thing?”
Whentheyenquiredandasked, they said,

“Gideon the son of Joash has done this
thing.”

30 Then the men of the city said to Joash,
“Bring out your son, that he may die, be-
cause he has broken down the altar of Baal,
and because he has cut down the Asherah
that was by it.”

31 Joash said to all who stood against him,
“Will youcontend forBaal? Orwill you save
him? He who will contend for him, let him
beput todeathbymorning! If he is a god, let
him contend for himself, because someone
has broken down his altar!”

32 Therefore on that day he named him
Jerub-Baal,† saying, “Let Baal contend
against him, because he has broken down
his altar.”

33 Then all the Midianites and the
Amalekites and the children of the east
assembled themselves together; and they
passed over, and encamped in the valley of
Jezreel.

34 But the LORD’s Spirit came on Gideon,
and he blew a trumpet; and Abiezer was
gathered together to follow him.

35 He sent messengers throughout all
Manasseh, and they also were gathered to-
gether to follow him. He sent messengers
to Asher, to Zebulun, and to Naphtali; and
they came up tomeet them.

36 Gideon said to God, “If you will save
Israel bymy hand, as you have spoken,

37behold, I will put a fleece ofwool on the
threshing floor. If there is dew on the fleece
only, and it is dry on all the ground, then I’ll
know that you will save Israel by my hand,
as you have spoken.”

38 It was so; for he rose up early on the
next day, and pressed the fleece together,
andwrung the dew out of the fleece, a bowl
full of water.

39 Gideon said to God, “Don’t let your
anger be kindled against me, and I will
speak but this once. Please let me make a
trial just this once with the fleece. Let it
nowbe dry only on the fleece, and on all the
ground let there be dew.”

40God did so that night; for it was dry on
thefleece only, and therewas dewonall the
ground.

7
1 Then Jerubbaal, who is Gideon, and all

the people who were with him, rose up
early and encamped beside the spring of
Harod. Midian’s camp was on the north
side of them, by the hill of Moreh, in the
valley.

2 The LORD said to Gideon, “The people
who are with you are too many for me to
give the Midianites into their hand, lest Is-
rael brag against me, saying, ‘My own hand
has savedme.’

3 Now therefore proclaim in the ears of
the people, saying, ‘Whoever is fearful and
trembling, let him return and depart from
Mount Gilead.’ ” So twenty-two thousand
of the people returned, and ten thousand
remained.

4TheLORDsaid toGideon, “There are still
too many people. Bring them down to the
water, and I will test them for you there. It
shall be, that those whom I tell you, ‘This
shall go with you,’ shall go with you; and
whoever I tell you, ‘This shall not go with
you,’ shall not go.”

5 So he brought down the people to the
water; and theLORDsaid toGideon, “Every-
one who laps of the water with his tongue,
like a dog laps, you shall set him by himself;
likewise everyone who bows down on his
knees to drink.”

6 The number of those who lapped,
putting theirhand to theirmouth,was three
hundred men; but all the rest of the people
bowed down on their knees to drink water.

7 The LORD said to Gideon, “I will save
you by the three hundredmenwho lapped,
and deliver the Midianites into your hand.
Let all the other people go, each to his own
place.”

8 So the people took food in their hand,
and their trumpets; and he sent all the rest
of the men of Israel to their own tents, but
retained the three hundred men; and the
camp of Midian was beneath him in the
valley.

9 That same night, the LORD said to him,
“Arise, go down into the camp, for I have
delivered it into your hand.

† 6:32: “Jerub-Baal” means “Let Baal contend”.
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10But if youare afraid to godown, gowith
Purah your servant down to the camp.

11You will hear what they say; and after-
ward your handswill be strengthened to go
down into the camp.” Then went he down
with Purah his servant to the outermost
part of the armed men who were in the
camp.

12TheMidianites and the Amalekites and
all the children of the east lay along in the
valley like locusts for multitude; and their
camels were without number, as the sand
which is on the seashore for multitude.

13When Gideon had come, behold, there
was a man telling a dream to his fellow.
He said, “Behold, I dreamt a dream; and
behold, a cake of barley bread tumbled into
the camp of Midian, came to the tent, and
struck it so that it fell, and turned it upside
down, so that the tent lay flat.”

14 His fellow answered, “This is nothing
other than the sword of Gideon the son of
Joash, a man of Israel. God has delivered
Midian into his hand, with all the army.”

15 Itwas so,whenGideonheard the telling
of the dream and its interpretation, that
he worshipped. Then he returned into the
campof Israelandsaid, “Arise, for theLORD
has delivered the army of Midian into your
hand!”

16He divided the three hundredmen into
three companies, and he put into the hands
of all of them trumpets and empty pitchers,
with torches within the pitchers.

17Hesaid to them, “Watchme, anddo like-
wise. Behold, when I come to the outermost
part of the camp, it shall be that, as I do, so
you shall do.

18When I blow the trumpet, I and all who
arewithme, thenblow the trumpets also on
every side of all the camp, and shout, ‘For
the LORD and for Gideon!’ ”

19 So Gideon and the hundred men who
were with him came to the outermost part
of the camp in the beginning of the middle
watch, when they had but newly set the
watch. Then they blew the trumpets and
broke in pieces the pitchers that were in
their hands.

20 The three companies blew the trum-
pets, broke the pitchers, and held the
torches in their left hands and the trumpets
in their righthandswithwhich toblow; and
they shouted, “The sword of the LORD and
of Gideon!”

21 They each stood in his place around
the camp, and all the army ran; and they
shouted, and put them to flight.

22 They blew the three hundred trum-
pets, and the LORD set every man’s sword
against his fellow and against all the army;
and the army fled as far as Beth Shittah

towards Zererah, as far as the border of
Abel Meholah, by Tabbath.

23 The men of Israel were gathered to-
gether out of Naphtali, out of Asher, and out
of all Manasseh, and pursuedMidian.

24Gideon sentmessengers throughout all
the hill country of Ephraim, saying, “Come
down against Midian and take the waters
before them as far as Beth Barah, even the
Jordan!” So all the men of Ephraim were
gathered together and took the waters as
far as Beth Barah, even the Jordan.

25 They took the two princes of Midian,
Oreb and Zeeb. They killed Oreb at Oreb’s
rock, and Zeeb they killed at Zeeb’s wine
press, as they pursued Midian. Then they
brought the heads of Oreb and Zeeb to
Gideon beyond the Jordan.

8
1 The men of Ephraim said to him, “Why

have you treatedus thisway, that youdidn’t
call us when you went to fight with Mid-
ian?” They rebuked him sharply.

2He said to them, “What have I now done
in comparison with you? Isn’t the gleaning
of the grapes of Ephraim better than the
vintage of Abiezer?

3 God has delivered into your hand the
princes of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb! What
was I able to do in comparison with you?”
Then their anger was abated towards him
when he had said that.

4 Gideon came to the Jordan and passed
over, he and the three hundred men who
were with him, faint, yet pursuing.

5 He said to the men of Succoth, “Please
give loaves of bread to the people who fol-
low me; for they are faint, and I am pursu-
ing after Zebah and Zalmunna, the kings of
Midian.”

6 The princes of Succoth said, “Are the
hands of Zebah and Zalmunna now in your
hand, that we should give bread to your
army?”

7Gideon said, “Thereforewhen the LORD
has delivered Zebah and Zalmunna intomy
hand, then I will tear your flesh with the
thorns of the wilderness and with briers.”

8He went up there to Penuel, and spoke
to them in the same way; and the men of
Penuel answeredhimas themenof Succoth
had answered.

9 He spoke also to the men of Penuel,
saying, “When I come again in peace, I will
break down this tower.”

10 Now Zebah and Zalmunna were in
Karkor, and their armies with them, about
fifteen thousand men, all who were left of
all the army of the children of the east; for
there fell one hundred and twenty thou-
sandmenwho drew sword.
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11 Gideon went up by the way of those
who lived in tents on the east of Nobah
and Jogbehah, and struck the army; for the
army felt secure.

12 Zebah and Zalmunna fled and he pur-
sued them. He took the twokings ofMidian,
Zebah and Zalmunna, and confused all the
army.

13Gideon the son of Joash returned from
the battle from the ascent of Heres.

14 He caught a young man of the men
of Succoth, and enquired of him; and he
described for him the princes of Succoth,
and its elders, seventy-sevenmen.

15 He came to the men of Succoth, and
said, “See Zebah and Zalmunna, concern-
ing whom you taunted me, saying, ‘Are the
hands of Zebah and Zalmunna now in your
hand, that we should give bread to your
menwho are weary?’ ”

16 He took the elders of the city, and
thorns of the wilderness and briers, and
with them he taught themen of Succoth.

17 He broke down the tower of Penuel,
and killed themen of the city.

18 Then he said to Zebah and Zalmunna,
“What kind of men were they whom you
killed at Tabor?”
They answered, “They were like you.

They all resembled the children of a king.”
19 He said, “They were my brothers, the

sons ofmymother. As the LORD lives, if you
had saved them alive, I would not kill you.”

20He said to Jether his firstborn, “Get up
and kill them!” But the youth didn’t draw
his sword; for he was afraid, because he
was yet a youth.

21 Then Zebah and Zalmunna said, “You
rise and fall on us; for as theman is, so is his
strength.” Gideon arose, and killed Zebah
and Zalmunna, and took the crescents that
were on their camels’ necks.

22 Then the men of Israel said to Gideon,
“Rule over us, both you, your son, and your
son’s son also; for you have saved us out of
the hand of Midian.”

23 Gideon said to them, “I will not rule
over you, neither shall my son rule over
you. The LORD shall rule over you.”

24 Gideon said to them, “I do have a re-
quest: that youwould each giveme the ear-
rings of his plunder.” (For they had golden
earrings, because they were Ishmaelites.)

25They answered, “Wewill willingly give
them.” They spread a garment, and every
man threw the earrings of his plunder into
it.

26 The weight of the golden earrings that
he requested was one thousand and seven
hundred shekels† of gold, in addition to the

crescents, and the pendants, and the purple
clothing that was on the kings of Midian,
and in addition to the chains that were
about their camels’ necks.

27Gideonmadeanephodoutof it, andput
it in Ophrah, his city. Then all Israel played
the prostitute with it there; and it became a
snare to Gideon and to his house.

28SoMidianwas subdued before the chil-
dren of Israel, and they lifted up their heads
no more. The land had rest forty years in
the days of Gideon.

29 Jerubbaal the son of Joash went and
lived in his own house.

30 Gideon had seventy sons conceived
from his body, for he hadmanywives.

31 His concubine who was in Shechem
also bore him a son, and he named him
Abimelech.

32Gideon the son of Joash died in a good
old age, andwasburied in the tombof Joash
his father, in Ophrah of the Abiezrites.

33 As soon as Gideon was dead, the chil-
dren of Israel turned again and played the
prostitute following the Baals, and made
Baal Berith their god.

34The children of Israel didn’t remember
the LORD their God, who had delivered
themout of the hand of all their enemies on
every side;

35 neither did they show kindness to the
house of Jerubbaal, that is, Gideon, accord-
ing to all the goodness which he had shown
to Israel.

9
1 Abimelech the son of Jerubbaal went

to Shechem to his mother’s brothers, and
spoke with them and with all the family of
the house of his mother’s father, saying,

2 “Please speak in the ears of all the men
of Shechem, ‘Is it better for you that all the
sons of Jerubbaal,whoare seventy persons,
rule over you, or that one rule over you?’
Remember also that I am your bone and
your flesh.”

3 His mother’s brothers spoke of him in
the ears of all the men of Shechem all
these words. Their hearts inclined to fol-
low Abimelech; for they said, “He is our
brother.”

4 They gave him seventy pieces of silver
out of the house of Baal Berith, with which
Abimelech hired vain and reckless fellows
who followed him.

5Hewent to his father’s house at Ophrah,
and killed his brothers the sons of Jerub-
baal, being seventy persons, on one stone;
but Jotham the youngest son of Jerubbaal
was left, for he hid himself.

† 8:26: A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.32 Troy ounces, so 1700 shekels is about 17 kilograms or 37.4 pounds.
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6 All the men of Shechem assembled
themselves together with all the house of
Millo, and went and made Abimelech king
by the oakof thepillar thatwas in Shechem.

7When they told it to Jotham, hewent and
stoodon the topofMountGerizimand lifted
up his voice, cried out, and said to them,
“Listen to me, you men of Shechem, that
Godmay listen to you.

8 The trees set out to anoint a king over
themselves. They said to the olive tree,
‘Reign over us.’

9 “But the olive tree said to them, ‘Should
I stop producing my oil, with which they
honourGod andmanbyme, and go towave
back and forth over the trees?’

10“The trees said to thefig tree, ‘Comeand
reign over us.’

11 “But the fig tree said to them, ‘Should I
leavemy sweetness, andmy good fruit, and
go to wave back and forth over the trees?’

12 “The trees said to the vine, ‘Come and
reign over us.’

13 “The vine said to them, ‘Should I leave
my new wine, which cheers God and man,
and go to wave back and forth over the
trees?’

14 “Then all the trees said to the bramble,
‘Come and reign over us.’

15 “The bramble said to the trees, ‘If in
truth you anoint me king over you, then
come and take refuge in my shade; and if
not, let fire come out of the bramble, and
devour the cedars of Lebanon.’

16 “Now therefore, if you have dealt truly
and righteously, in that you have made
Abimelech king, and if you have dealt well
with Jerubbaal and his house, and have
done to him according to the deserving of
his hands

17 (formy father fought for you, riskedhis
life, and delivered you out of the hand of
Midian;

18 and you have risen up against my fa-
ther’s house today and have slain his sons,
seventy persons, on one stone, and have
made Abimelech, the son of his female ser-
vant, king over the men of Shechem, be-
cause he is your brother);

19 if you then have dealt truly and righ-
teously with Jerubbaal and with his house
today, then rejoice in Abimelech, and let
him also rejoice in you;

20but if not, let fire come out from Abim-
elech and devour the men of Shechem and
the house of Millo; and let fire come out
from the men of Shechem and from the
house of Millo and devour Abimelech.”

21 Jotham ran away and fled, and went to
Beer† and lived there, for fear of Abimelech
his brother.

22Abimelechwas prince over Israel three
years.

23 Then God sent an evil spirit between
Abimelech and the men of Shechem; and
the men of Shechem dealt treacherously
with Abimelech,

24 that the violence done to the seventy
sons of Jerubbaal might come, and that
their blood might be laid on Abimelech
their brother who killed them, and on
the men of Shechem who strengthened his
hands to kill his brothers.

25 The men of Shechem set an ambush
for him on the tops of the mountains, and
they robbedallwho camealong thatwayby
them; and Abimelech was told about it.

26 Gaal the son of Ebed came with his
brothers and went over to Shechem; and
themen of Shechem put their trust in him.

27They went out into the field, harvested
their vineyards, trod thegrapes, celebrated,
andwent into the house of their god and ate
and drank, and cursed Abimelech.

28 Gaal the son of Ebed said, “Who is
Abimelech, and who is Shechem, that we
should serve him? Isn’t he the son of Jerub-
baal? Isn’t Zebul his officer? Serve the men
of Hamor the father of Shechem, but why
should we serve him?

29 I wish that this people were under my
hand! Then I would remove Abimelech.”
He said to Abimelech, “Increase your army
and come out!”

30When Zebul the ruler of the city heard
thewords of Gaal the son of Ebed, his anger
burnt.

31 He sent messengers to Abimelech
craftily, saying, “Behold, Gaal the son
of Ebed and his brothers have come to
Shechem; and behold, they incite the city
against you.

32Now therefore, go up by night, you and
the peoplewho arewith you, and lie inwait
in the field.

33 It shall be that in the morning, as soon
as the sun is up, you shall rise early and
rush on the city. Behold, when he and the
people who are with him come out against
you, then may you do to them as you shall
find occasion.”

34 Abimelech rose up, and all the people
who were with him, by night, and they laid
wait against Shechem in four companies.

35 Gaal the son of Ebed went out, and
stood in the entrance of the gate of the city.
Abimelech rose up, and the people who
were with him, from the ambush.

† 9:21: “Beer” is Hebrew for “well”, i.e., a village named for its well.
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36 When Gaal saw the people, he said to
Zebul, “Behold, people are coming down
from the tops of themountains.”
Zebul said to him, “You see the shadows

of themountains as if they weremen.”
37 Gaal spoke again and said, “Behold,

people are coming down by the middle of
the land, and one company comes by the
way of the oak of Meonenim.”

38Then Zebul said to him, “Nowwhere is
your mouth, that you said, ‘Who is Abim-
elech, that we should serve him?’ Isn’t this
the people that you have despised? Please
go out now and fight with them.”

39 Gaal went out before the men of
Shechem, and fought with Abimelech.

40Abimelech chased him, and he fled be-
fore him, and many fell wounded, even to
the entrance of the gate.

41Abimelech lived at Arumah; and Zebul
drove out Gaal and his brothers, that they
should not dwell in Shechem.

42 On the next day, the people went out
into the field; and they told Abimelech.

43 He took the people and divided them
into three companies, and laid wait in the
field; and he looked, and behold, the people
came out of the city. So, he rose up against
them and struck them.

44 Abimelech and the companies that
werewithhimrushed forward and stood in
the entrance of the gate of the city; and the
two companies rushed on all who were in
the field and struck them.

45 Abimelech fought against the city all
that day; and he took the city and killed
the people in it. He beat down the city and
sowed it with salt.

46 When all the men of the tower of
Shechem heard of it, they entered into the
stronghold of the house of Elberith.

47 Abimelech was told that all the men
of the tower of Shechem were gathered to-
gether.

48 Abimelech went up to Mount Zalmon,
he and all the people who were with him;
andAbimelech took an axe in his hand, and
cut downabough from the trees, and took it
up, and laid it on his shoulder. Then he said
to the people who were with him, “What
you have seenmedo,make haste, and do as
I have done!”

49 All the people likewise each cut down
his bough, followed Abimelech, and put
them at the base of the stronghold, and set
the stronghold on fire over them, so that
all the people of the tower of Shechem died
also, about a thousandmen andwomen.

50 Then Abimelech went to Thebez and
encamped against Thebez, and took it.

51But therewas a strong towerwithin the
city, and all the men and women of the city

fled there, andshut themselves in, andwent
up to the roof of the tower.

52 Abimelech came to the tower and
fought against it, and came near to the door
of the tower to burn it with fire.

53 A certain woman cast an upper mill-
stone on Abimelech’s head, and broke his
skull.

54 Then he called hastily to the young
man, his armour bearer, and said to him,
“Drawyour swordandkillme, thatmennot
say of me, ‘Awoman killed him.’ His young
man thrust him through, and he died.”

55When themen of Israel saw that Abim-
elech was dead, they each departed to his
place.

56 Thus God repaid the wickedness of
Abimelech, which he did to his father in
killing his seventy brothers;

57 and God repaid all the wickedness of
themenof Shechemon their heads; and the
curse of Jotham the son of Jerubbaal came
on them.

10
1 After Abimelech, Tola the son of Puah,

the son of Dodo, a man of Issachar, arose
to save Israel. He lived in Shamir in the hill
country of Ephraim.

2 He judged Israel twenty-three years,
and died, and was buried in Shamir.

3 After him Jair, the Gileadite, arose. He
judged Israel twenty-two years.

4 He had thirty sons who rode on thirty
donkey colts. They had thirty cities, which
are called Havvoth Jair to this day, which
are in the land of Gilead.

5 Jair died, and was buried in Kamon.
6 The children of Israel again did that

which was evil in the LORD’s sight, and
served the Baals, the Ashtaroth, the gods of
Syria, the gods of Sidon, the gods of Moab,
the gods of the children of Ammon, and the
gods of the Philistines. They abandoned the
LORD, and didn’t serve him.

7 The LORD’s anger burnt against Israel,
and he sold them into the hand of the
Philistines and into thehandof the children
of Ammon.

8 They troubled and oppressed the chil-
dren of Israel that year. For eighteen years
theyoppressedall the childrenof Israel that
were beyond the Jordan in the land of the
Amorites, which is in Gilead.

9 The children of Ammon passed over
the Jordan to fight also against Judah, and
against Benjamin, and against the house of
Ephraim, so that Israel was very distressed.

10Thechildrenof Israel cried to theLORD,
saying, “We have sinned against you, even
because we have forsaken our God, and
have served the Baals.”
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11The LORD said to the children of Israel,
“Didn’t I save you from the Egyptians, and
from the Amorites, from the children of
Ammon, and from the Philistines?

12TheSidonians also, and theAmalekites,
and the Maonites, oppressed you; and you
cried to me, and I saved you out of their
hand.

13 Yet you have forsaken me and served
other gods. Therefore I will save you no
more.

14Go and cry to the gods which you have
chosen. Let them save you in the time of
your distress!”

15The children of Israel said to the LORD,
“We have sinned! Do to us whatever seems
good to you; only deliver us, please, today.”

16 They put away the foreign gods from
amongst them and served the LORD; and
his soulwas grieved for themisery of Israel.

17 Then the children of Ammon were
gathered together and encamped in Gilead.
The children of Israel assembled them-
selves together and encamped inMizpah.

18 The people, the princes of Gilead, said
to one another, “Who is the man who will
begin to fight against the children of Am-
mon? He shall be head over all the inhab-
itants of Gilead.”

11
1 Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a

mighty man of valour. He was the son of
a prostitute. Gilead became the father of
Jephthah.

2 Gilead’s wife bore him sons. When his
wife’s sons grew up, they drove Jephthah
out and said to him, “You will not inherit
in our father’s house, for you are the son of
another woman.”

3 Then Jephthah fled from his brothers
and lived in the land of Tob. Outlaws joined
up with Jephthah, and they went out with
him.

4 After a while, the children of Ammon
made war against Israel.

5When the children ofAmmonmadewar
against Israel, the elders of Gilead went to
get Jephthah out of the land of Tob.

6They said to Jephthah, “Comeandbeour
chief, thatwemayfightwith the children of
Ammon.”

7 Jephthah said to the elders of Gilead,
“Didn’t youhateme, anddrivemeout ofmy
father’s house? Why have you come to me
nowwhen you are in distress?”

8 The elders of Gilead said to Jephthah,
“Therefore we have turned again to you
now, that youmay gowith us and fightwith
the children of Ammon. You will be our
head over all the inhabitants of Gilead.”

9 Jephthah said to the elders of Gilead, “If
you bring me home again to fight with the
children of Ammon, and the LORD delivers
them before me, will I be your head?”

10 The elders of Gilead said to Jephthah,
“The LORD will be witness between us.
Surely we will do what you say.”

11 Then Jephthah went with the elders of
Gilead, and the people made him head and
chief over them. Jephthah spoke all his
words before the LORD inMizpah.

12 Jephthah sentmessengers to thekingof
the children of Ammon, saying, “What do
youhave to dowithme, that you have come
tome to fight against my land?”

13 The king of the children of Ammon
answered themessengers of Jephthah, “Be-
cause Israel took away my land when he
came up out of Egypt, from the Arnon even
to the Jabbok, and to the Jordan. Now there-
fore restore that territory again peaceably.”

14 Jephthah sent messengers again to the
king of the children of Ammon;

15 and he said to him, “Jephthah says:
Israel didn’t take away the land of Moab,
nor the land of the children of Ammon;

16butwhen theycameup fromEgypt, and
Israel went through the wilderness to the
Red Sea, and came to Kadesh,

17 then Israel sent messengers to the king
of Edom, saying, ‘Please letmepass through
your land;’ but the king of Edom didn’t
listen. In the same way, he sent to the king
of Moab, but he refused; so Israel stayed in
Kadesh.

18 Then they went through the wilder-
ness, and went around the land of Edom,
and the land of Moab, and came by the
east side of the land of Moab, and they en-
camped on the other side of the Arnon; but
theydidn’t comewithin theborderofMoab,
for the Arnonwas the border of Moab.

19 Israel sent messengers to Sihon king of
the Amorites, the king of Heshbon; and Is-
rael said to him, ‘Please let us pass through
your land tomy place.’

20 But Sihon didn’t trust Israel to pass
through his border; but Sihon gathered all
his people together, and encamped in Ja-
haz, and fought against Israel.

21 The LORD, the God of Israel, delivered
Sihon and all his people into the hand of
Israel, and they struck them. So Israel
possessed all the land of the Amorites, the
inhabitants of that country.

22 They possessed all the border of the
Amorites, from the Arnon even to the Jab-
bok, and from the wilderness even to the
Jordan.

23So now the LORD, the God of Israel, has
dispossessed the Amorites from before his
people Israel, andshouldyoupossess them?
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24Won’t you possess that which Chemosh
your god gives you to possess? So whoever
the LORD our God has dispossessed from
before us, themwill we possess.

25 Now are you anything better than
Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab? Did
he ever strive against Israel, or did he ever
fight against them?

26 Israel lived in Heshbon and its towns,
and in Aroer and its towns, and in all the
cities that are along the side of the Arnon
for three hundred years! Why didn’t you
recover themwithin that time?

27 Therefore I have not sinned against
you, but you do me wrong to war against
me. May the LORD the Judge be judge
todaybetween thechildrenof Israel and the
children of Ammon.”

28 However, the king of the children of
Ammon didn’t listen to the words of Jeph-
thah which he sent him.

29 Then the LORD’s Spirit came on Jeph-
thah, and he passed over Gilead and Man-
asseh, and passed over Mizpah of Gilead,
and from Mizpah of Gilead he passed over
to the children of Ammon.

30 Jephthah vowed a vow to the LORD,
and said, “If you will indeed deliver the
children of Ammon into my hand,

31 then it shall be, that whatever comes
out of the doors of my house to meet me
when I return in peace from the children
of Ammon, it shall be the LORD’s, and I will
offer it up for a burnt offering.”

32So Jephthahpassed over to the children
of Ammon to fight against them; and the
LORD delivered them into his hand.

33 He struck them from Aroer until you
come to Minnith, even twenty cities, and to
Abelcheramim, with a very great slaughter.
So the children of Ammon were subdued
before the children of Israel.

34 Jephthah came to Mizpah to his house;
and behold, his daughter came out to meet
him with tambourines and with dances.
She was his only child. Besides her he had
neither son nor daughter.

35 When he saw her, he tore his clothes,
and said, “Alas, my daughter! You have
brought me very low, and you are one of
thosewho troubleme; for I haveopenedmy
mouth to the LORD, and I can’t go back.”

36 She said to him, “My father, you have
opened your mouth to the LORD; do to me
according to that which has proceeded out
of yourmouth, because the LORDhas taken
vengeance for you on your enemies, even
on the children of Ammon.”

37 Then she said to her father, “Let this
thing be done for me. Leave me alone two
months, that I may depart and go down on

the mountains, and bewail my virginity, I
andmy companions.”

38 He said, “Go.” He sent her away for
twomonths; and she departed, she and her
companions, andmourned her virginity on
themountains.

39At the end of twomonths, she returned
to her father, who did with her according
to his vow which he had vowed. She was a
virgin. It became a custom in Israel

40 that the daughters of Israelwent yearly
to celebrate the daughter of Jephthah the
Gileadite four days in a year.

12
1 The men of Ephraim were gathered to-

gether, and passed northward; and they
said to Jephthah, “Why did you pass over
to fight against the children of Ammon, and
didn’t call us to go with you? We will burn
your house around youwith fire!”

2 Jephthah said to them, “I andmy people
were at great strife with the children of
Ammon; and when I called you, you didn’t
saveme out of their hand.

3 When I saw that you didn’t save me, I
put my life in my hand, and passed over
against the children of Ammon, and the
LORD delivered them into my hand. Why
then have you come up tome today, to fight
against me?”

4Then Jephthah gathered together all the
men of Gilead, and fought with Ephraim.
Themen of Gilead struck Ephraim, because
they said, “You are fugitives of Ephraim,
you Gileadites, in the middle of Ephraim,
and in themiddle of Manasseh.”

5 The Gileadites took the fords of the Jor-
dan against the Ephraimites. Whenever a
fugitive of Ephraim said, “Let me go over,”
the men of Gilead said to him, “Are you an
Ephraimite?” If he said, “No;”

6 then they said to him, “Now say ‘Shib-
boleth;’ ” and he said “Sibboleth”; for he
couldn’t manage to pronounce it correctly,
then they seized him and killed him at the
fords of the Jordan. At that time, forty-two
thousand of Ephraim fell.

7 Jephthah judged Israel six years. Then
Jephthah theGileadite died, andwasburied
in the cities of Gilead.

8 After him Ibzan of Bethlehem judged
Israel.

9 He had thirty sons. He sent his thirty
daughters outside his clan, and he brought
in thirty daughters fromoutsidehis clan for
his sons. He judged Israel seven years.

10 Ibzan died, and was buried at Bethle-
hem.

11 After him, Elon the Zebulunite judged
Israel; and he judged Israel ten years.
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12 Elon the Zebulunite died, and was
buried in Aijalon in the land of Zebulun.

13 After him, Abdon the son of Hillel the
Pirathonite judged Israel.

14He had forty sons and thirty sons’ sons
who rode on seventy donkey colts. He
judged Israel eight years.

15Abdon the son of Hillel the Pirathonite
died, and was buried in Pirathon in the
land of Ephraim, in the hill country of the
Amalekites.

13
1 The children of Israel again did that

which was evil in the LORD’s sight; and the
LORD delivered them into the hand of the
Philistines forty years.

2 There was a certain man of Zorah, of
the family of the Danites, whose name was
Manoah; and his wife was barren, and
childless.

3 The LORD’s angel appeared to the
woman, and said to her, “See now, you are
barrenandchildless; but you shall conceive
and bear a son.

4Now therefore please beware and drink
nowine nor strong drink, and don’t eat any
unclean thing;

5 for, behold, you shall conceive and give
birth to a son. No razor shall come on his
head, for the child shall be a Nazirite to
God from the womb. He shall begin to save
Israel out of the hand of the Philistines.”

6 Then the woman came and told her
husband, saying, “A man of God came to
me, and his face was like the face of the
angel of God, very awesome. I didn’t ask
him where he was from, neither did he tell
me his name;

7 but he said to me, ‘Behold, you shall
conceive and bear a son; and now drink no
wine nor strong drink. Don’t eat any un-
clean thing, for the child shall be a Nazirite
to God from the womb to the day of his
death.’ ”

8 Then Manoah entreated the LORD, and
said, “Oh, Lord, please let the man of God
whom you sent come again to us, and teach
uswhat we should do to the child who shall
be born.”

9God listened to the voice ofManoah, and
the angel of God came again to the woman
as she sat in the field; but Manoah, her
husband, wasn’t with her.

10 The woman hurried and ran, and told
her husband, saying to him, “Behold, the
manwho came tome that dayhas appeared
to me.”

11 Manoah arose and followed his wife,
and came to the man, and said to him, “Are
you themanwho spoke to mywife?”

He said, “I am.”
12Manoah said, “Now let yourwords hap-

pen. What shall the child’s way of life and
mission be?”

13 The LORD’s angel said to Manoah, “Of
all that I said to the woman let her beware.

14Shemay not eat of anything that comes
of the vine, neither let her drink wine or
strong drink, nor eat any unclean thing. Let
her observe all that I commanded her.”

15 Manoah said to the LORD’s angel,
“Please stay with us, that we may make a
young goat ready for you.”

16 The LORD’s angel said to Manoah,
“Though you detain me, I won’t eat your
bread. If you will prepare a burnt offering,
youmust offer it to the LORD.” For Manoah
didn’t know that he was the LORD’s angel.

17 Manoah said to the LORD’s angel,
“What is your name, that when your words
happen, wemay honour you?”

18The LORD’s angel said to him, “Why do
you ask about my name, since it is incom-
prehensible†?”

19SoManoah took theyounggoatwith the
meal offering, and offered it on the rock to
the LORD. Then the angel did an amazing
thing as Manoah and his wife watched.

20 For when the flame went up towards
the sky from off the altar, the LORD’s angel
ascended in the flame of the altar. Manoah
and his wife watched; and they fell on their
faces to the ground.

21 But the LORD’s angel didn’t appear to
Manoah or to his wife any more. Then
Manoahknewthathewas theLORD’sangel.

22 Manoah said to his wife, “We shall
surely die, because we have seen God.”

23 But his wife said to him, “If the LORD
were pleased to kill us, hewouldn’t have re-
ceived a burnt offering and a meal offering
at our hand, and he wouldn’t have shown
us all these things, nor would he have told
us such things as these at this time.”

24Thewoman bore a son and named him
Samson. The child grew, and the LORD
blessed him.

25TheLORD’s Spirit began tomovehim in
Mahaneh Dan, between Zorah and Eshtaol.

14
1 Samsonwent down to Timnah, and saw

awoman in Timnah of the daughters of the
Philistines.

2He came up, and told his father and his
mother, saying, “I have seen a woman in
Timnah of the daughters of the Philistines.
Now therefore get her for me as mywife.”

3 Then his father and his mother said to
him, “Isn’t there a woman amongst your

† 13:18: or, wonderful
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brothers’daughters, or amongst allmy peo-
ple, that you go to take a wife of the uncir-
cumcised Philistines?”
Samson said to his father, “Get her forme,

for she pleases mewell.”
4 But his father and his mother didn’t

know that it was of the LORD; for he sought
an occasion against the Philistines. Now at
that time the Philistines ruled over Israel.

5 Then Samson went down to Timnah
with his father and his mother, and came
to the vineyards of Timnah; and behold, a
young lion roared at him.

6TheLORD’s Spirit camemightily onhim,
and he tore him as he would have torn
a young goat with his bare hands, but he
didn’t tell his father or his mother what he
had done.

7 He went down and talked with the
woman, and she pleased Samsonwell.

8 After a while he returned to take her,
and he went over to see the carcass of the
lion; and behold, therewas a swarmof bees
in the body of the lion, and honey.

9He took it into his hands, and went on,
eating as he went. He came to his father
andmother and gave to them, and they ate,
but he didn’t tell them that he had taken the
honey out of the lion’s body.

10 His father went down to the woman;
and Samson made a feast there, for the
youngmen used to do so.

11 When they saw him, they brought
thirty companions to be with him.

12 Samson said to them, “Let me tell you
a riddle now. If you can tell me the answer
within the seven days of the feast, and find
it out, then I will give you thirty linen gar-
ments and thirty changes of clothing;

13but if you can’t tell me the answer, then
you shall giveme thirty linen garments and
thirty changes of clothing.”
They said to him, “Tell us your riddle, that

wemay hear it.”
14He said to them,

“Out of the eater came out food.
Out of the strong came out sweetness.”

They couldn’t in three days declare the
riddle.

15 On the seventh day, they said to Sam-
son’s wife, “Entice your husband, that he
may declare to us the riddle, lest we burn
you and your father’s housewith fire. Have
you called us to impoverish us? Isn’t that
so?”

16 Samson’s wife wept before him, and
said, “You just hate me, and don’t love me.
You’ve told a riddle to the children of my
people, and haven’t told it to me.”
He said to her, “Behold, I haven’t told my

father or my mother, so why should I tell
you?”

17 She wept before him the seven days,
while their feast lasted; and on the seventh
day, he told her, because she pressed him
severely; and she told the riddle to the chil-
dren of her people.

18 The men of the city said to him on
the seventh day before the sun went down,
“What is sweeter than honey? What is
stronger than a lion?”
He said to them,

“If you hadn’t ploughed withmy heifer,
you wouldn’t have found out my rid-
dle.”

19 The LORD’s Spirit came mightily on
him, and he went down to Ashkelon and
struck thirty men of them. He took their
plunder, then gave the changes of clothing
to those who declared the riddle. His anger
burnt, and hewent up to his father’s house.

20ButSamson’swifewasgiven tohis com-
panion, who had been his friend.

15
1 But after a while, in the time of wheat

harvest, Samson visited his wife with a
younggoat. He said, “Iwill go in tomywife’s
room.”
But her father wouldn’t allow him to go

in.
2 Her father said, “I most certainly

thought that you utterly hated her;
therefore I gave her to your companion.
Isn’t her younger sistermorebeautiful than
she? Please, take her instead.”

3 Samson said to them, “This time I will
be blameless in the case of the Philistines
when I harm them.”

4Samsonwent and caught three hundred
foxes, and took torches, and turned tail to
tail, and put a torch in the middle between
every two tails.

5When he had set the torches on fire, he
let them go into the standing grain of the
Philistines, and burnt up both the shocks
and the standing grain, and also the olive
groves.

6Then thePhilistines said, “Whohasdone
this?”
They said, “Samson, the son-in-law of

the Timnite, because he has taken his wife
and given her to his companion.” The
Philistines came up, and burnt her and her
father with fire.

7Samson said to them, “If you behave like
this, surely I will take revenge on you, and
after that I will cease.”

8 He struck them hip and thigh with a
great slaughter; and he went down and
lived in the cave in Etam’s rock.

9Then the Philistines went up, encamped
in Judah, and spread themselves in Lehi.
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10The men of Judah said, “Why have you
come up against us?”
They said, “We have come up to bind

Samson, to do to him as he has done to us.”
11 Then three thousand men of Judah

went down to the cave in Etam’s rock, and
said to Samson, “Don’t you know that the
Philistines are rulers over us? What then is
this that you have done to us?”
He said to them, “As they did to me, so I

have done to them.”
12They said to him, “Wehave come down

to bind you, that we may deliver you into
the hand of the Philistines.”
Samson said to them, “Swear to me that

you will not attackme yourselves.”
13 They spoke to him, saying, “No, but we

will bind you securely and deliver you into
their hands; but surelywewill not kill you.”
They bound him with two new ropes, and
brought him up from the rock.

14When he came to Lehi, the Philistines
shouted as they met him. Then the LORD’s
Spirit came mightily on him, and the ropes
that were on his arms became as flax that
was burnt with fire; and his bands dropped
from off his hands.

15He found a fresh jawbone of a donkey,
put out his hand, took it, and struck a thou-
sandmenwith it.

16 Samson said, “With the jawbone of a
donkey, heaps on heaps; with the jawbone
of a donkey I have struck a thousandmen.”

17 When he had finished speaking, he
threw the jawbone out of his hand; and that
place was called Ramath Lehi.†

18He was very thirsty, and called on the
LORD and said, “You have given this great
deliverance by the hand of your servant;
andnowshall I die of thirst, and fall into the
hands of the uncircumcised?”

19 But God split the hollow place that is
in Lehi, and water came out of it. When
he had drunk, his spirit came again, and he
revived. Therefore its name was called En
Hakkore, which is in Lehi, to this day.

20 He judged Israel twenty years in the
days of the Philistines.

16
1 Samson went to Gaza, and saw there a

prostitute, and went in to her.
2TheGaziteswere told, “Samson is here!”

They surrounded him and laidwait for him
all night in the gate of the city, and were
quiet all the night, saying, “Wait untilmorn-
ing light; then wewill kill him.”

3 Samson lay until midnight, then arose
at midnight and took hold of the doors of
the gate of the city, with the two posts, and

plucked them up, bar and all, and put them
on his shoulders and carried themup to the
top of themountain that is before Hebron.

4 It came to pass afterward that he loved a
woman in the valley of Sorek, whose name
was Delilah.

5 The lords of the Philistines came up to
her and said to her, “Entice him, and see in
which his great strength lies, and by what
means we may prevail against him, that
we may bind him to afflict him; and we
will each give you eleven hundred pieces of
silver.”

6 Delilah said to Samson, “Please tell me
where your great strength lies, and what
youmight be bound to afflict you.”

7Samson said toher, “If theybindmewith
seven green cords that were never dried,
then shall I becomeweak, andbeasanother
man.”

8Then the lords of the Philistines brought
up to her seven green cords which had not
been dried, and she bound himwith them.

9 Now she had an ambush waiting in
the inner room. She said to him, “The
Philistines are on you, Samson!” He broke
the cords as a flax thread is broken when
it touches the fire. So his strength was not
known.

10 Delilah said to Samson, “Behold, you
have mocked me, and told me lies. Now
please tell me how youmight be bound.”

11 He said to her, “If they only bind me
with new ropes with which no work has
been done, then Iwill becomeweak, and be
as another man.”

12 So Delilah took new ropes and bound
him with them, then said to him, “The
Philistines are on you, Samson!” The am-
bush was waiting in the inner room. He
broke them off his arms like a thread.

13Delilah said to Samson, “Until now, you
have mocked me and told me lies. Tell me
with what youmight be bound.”
He said to her, “If you weave the seven

locks of my head with the fabric on the
loom.”

14She fastened it with the pin, and said to
him, “The Philistines are on you, Samson!”
He awakened out of his sleep, and plucked
away the pin of the beam and the fabric.

15 She said to him, “How can you say, ‘I
love you,’ when your heart is not with me?
Youhavemockedme these three times, and
have not toldmewhere your great strength
lies.”

16 When she pressed him daily with her
words andurgedhim, his soulwas troubled
to death.

† 15:17: “Ramath” means “hill” and “Lehi” means “jawbone”.
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17 He told her all his heart and said to
her, “No razor has ever come on my head;
for I have been a Nazirite to God from my
mother’s womb. If I am shaved, then my
strength will go fromme and I will become
weak, and be like any other man.”

18When Delilah saw that he had told her
all his heart, she sent and called for the
lords of the Philistines, saying, “Come up
this once, for he has told me all his heart.”
Then the lords of the Philistines came up to
her and brought themoney in their hand.

19 She made him sleep on her knees; and
she called for a man and shaved off the
seven locks of his head; and she began to
afflict him, and his strengthwent fromhim.

20She said, “The Philistines are upon you,
Samson!”
Heawoke out of his sleep, and said, “Iwill

go out as at other times, and shake myself
free.” But hedidn’t know that theLORDhad
departed from him.

21ThePhilistines laidholdonhimandput
out his eyes; and they brought him down to
Gaza and bound himwith fetters of bronze;
and he ground at themill in the prison.

22However, the hair of his head began to
grow again after he was shaved.

23 The lords of the Philistines gathered
together to offer a great sacrifice to Dagon
their god, and to rejoice; for they said, “Our
god has delivered Samson our enemy into
our hand.”

24When the people sawhim, they praised
their god; for they said, “Our god has de-
livered our enemy and the destroyer of our
country, who has slain many of us, into our
hand.”

25 When their hearts were merry, they
said, “Call for Samson, that he may enter-
tain us.” They called for Samson out of
the prison; and he performed before them.
They set him between the pillars;

26 and Samson said to the boy who held
him by the hand, “Allow me to feel the
pillars on which the house rests, that I may
lean on them.”

27 Now the house was full of men and
women; and all the lords of the Philistines
were there; and there were on the roof
about three thousand men and women,
who sawwhile Samson performed.

28 Samson called to the LORD, and said,
“Lord GOD, remember me, please, and
strengthen me, please, only this once, God,
that I may be at once avenged of the
Philistines for my two eyes.”

29Samson tookhold of the twomiddle pil-
lars on which the house rested and leaned

on them, theonewithhis righthandand the
other with his left.

30 Samson said, “Let me die with the
Philistines!” He bowed himself with all his
might; and the house fell on the lords, and
on all the peoplewhowere in it. So the dead
that he killed at his death were more than
those who he killed in his life.

31 Then his brothers and all the house
of his father came down and took him,
and brought him up and buried him be-
tweenZorahandEshtaol in theburial site of
Manoah his father. He judged Israel twenty
years.

17
1 There was a man of the hill country of

Ephraim, whose namewasMicah.
2He said to his mother, “The eleven hun-

dred pieces of silver that were taken from
you, about which you uttered a curse, and
also spoke it in my ears—behold, the silver
is withme. I took it.”
Hismother said, “May the LORD blessmy

son!”
3He restored the eleven hundred pieces

of silver to hismother, thenhismother said,
“I most certainly dedicate the silver to the
LORD from my hand for my son, to make
a carved image and a molten image. Now
therefore I will restore it to you.”

4 When he restored the money to his
mother, his mother took two hundred
pieces of silver, and gave them to a silver-
smith, who made a carved image and a
molten image out of it. It was in the house
of Micah.

5 The man Micah had a house of gods,
and hemade an ephod, and teraphim,† and
consecrated one of his sons, who became
his priest.

6 In those days therewas no king in Israel.
Everyone did that which was right in his
own eyes.

7 There was a young man out of Bethle-
hem Judah, of the family of Judah, whowas
a Levite; and he lived there.

8 The man departed out of the city, out
of Bethlehem Judah, to live where he could
find a place, and he came to the hill country
of Ephraim, to the house of Micah, as he
travelled.

9Micah said to him, “Where did you come
from?”
He said to him, “I am a Levite of Bethle-

hem Judah, and I am looking for a place to
live.”

10Micah said to him, “Dwell withme, and
be tomea father andapriest, and Iwill give
you ten pieces of silver per year, a suit of

† 17:5: teraphimwerehousehold idols thatmayhavebeenassociatedwith inheritance rights to thehouseholdproperty.
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clothing, andyour food.” So theLevitewent
in.

11 The Levite was content to dwell with
the man; and the young man was to him as
one of his sons.

12Micah consecrated the Levite, and the
young man became his priest, and was in
the house of Micah.

13Then Micah said, “Now I know that the
LORD will do good to me, since I have a
Levite as my priest.”

18
1 In those days therewas no king in Israel.

In those days the tribe of the Danites sought
an inheritance to dwell in; for to that day,
their inheritance had not fallen to them
amongst the tribes of Israel.

2 The children of Dan sent five men of
their family from their whole number, men
of valour, from Zorah and from Eshtaol, to
spy out the land and to search it. They said
to them, “Go, explore the land!”
They came to the hill country of Ephraim,

to the house of Micah, and lodged there.
3When they were by the house of Micah,

they knew the voice of the young man the
Levite; so they went over there and said to
him, “Who brought you here? What do you
do in this place? What do you have here?”

4 He said to them, “Thus and thus has
Micah dealt with me, and he has hired me,
and I have become his priest.”

5They said to him, “Please ask counsel of
God, that we may know whether our way
which we go shall be prosperous.”

6 The priest said to them, “Go in peace.
Your way in which you go is before the
LORD.”

7Then the fivemendeparted and came to
Laish and saw the people who were there,
how they lived in safety, in the way of the
Sidonians, quiet and secure; for there was
noone in the landpossessingauthority, that
might put them to shame in anything, and
they were far from the Sidonians, and had
no dealings with anyone else.

8 They came to their brothers at Zorah
andEshtaol; and their brothers asked them,
“What do you say?”

9They said, “Arise, and let’s go up against
them; for we have seen the land, and be-
hold, it is very good. Do you stand still?
Don’t be slothful to go and to enter in to
possess the land.

10When you go, you will come to an un-
suspecting people, and the land is large; for
God has given it into your hand, a place
where there is no lack of anything that is in
the earth.”

11 The family of the Danites set out from
Zorah and Eshtaol with six hundred men
armedwith weapons of war.

12Theywent up and encamped in Kiriath
Jearim in Judah. Therefore they call that
place Mahaneh Dan to this day. Behold, it
is behind Kiriath Jearim.

13Theypassed from there to thehill coun-
try of Ephraim, and came to the house of
Micah.

14Then the five men who went to spy out
the country of Laish answered and said to
their brothers, “Doyouknowthat there is in
these houses an ephod, and teraphim,† and
a carved image, and a molten image? Now
therefore consider what you have to do.”

15 They went over there and came to the
house of the young Levite man, even to the
house of Micah, and asked him how hewas
doing.

16The six hundredmen armedwith their
weapons of war, who were of the children
of Dan, stood by the entrance of the gate.

17 The five men who went to spy out
the land went up, and came in there, and
took the engraved image, the ephod, the
teraphim, and the molten image; and the
priest stood by the entrance of the gatewith
the six hundred men armed with weapons
of war.

18 When these went into Micah’s house,
and took the engraved image, the ephod,
the teraphim, and the molten image, the
priest said to them, “What are you doing?”

19They said to him, “Hold your peace, put
your hand on your mouth, and go with us.
Be a father and a priest to us. Is it better for
you to be priest to the house of one man, or
to bepriest to a tribe anda family in Israel?”

20The priest’s heartwas glad, and he took
the ephod, the teraphim, and the engraved
image, and went with the people.

21 So they turned and departed, and put
the little ones, the livestock, and the goods
before them.

22When they were a good way from the
house of Micah, the men who were in the
houses near Micah’s house gathered to-
gether and overtook the children of Dan.

23 As they called to the children of Dan,
they turned their faces, and said to Micah,
“What ails you, that you come with such a
company?”

24He said, “You have taken awaymy gods
which Imade, and thepriest, andhavegone
away! What more do I have? How can you
askme, ‘What ails you?’ ”

25The children of Dan said to him, “Don’t
let your voice be heard amongst us, lest

† 18:14: teraphim were household idols that may have been associated with inheritance rights to the household
property.
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angry fellows fall on you, and you lose your
life, with the lives of your household.”

26 The children of Dan went their way;
and when Micah saw that they were too
strong for him, he turned and went back to
his house.

27They took that which Micah hadmade,
and the priest whom he had, and came to
Laish, to a people quiet and unsuspecting,
and struck themwith the edge of the sword;
then they burnt the city with fire.

28 There was no deliverer, because it was
far from Sidon, and they had no dealings
with anyone else; and it was in the valley
that lies by Beth Rehob. They built the city
and lived in it.

29 They called the name of the city Dan,
after the name of Dan their father, whowas
born to Israel; however the name of the city
used to be Laish.

30 The children of Dan set up for them-
selves the engraved image; and Jonathan,
the son of Gershom, the son of Moses, and
his sons were priests to the tribe of the
Danites until the day of the captivity of the
land.

31 So they set up for themselves Micah’s
engraved image which he made, and it re-
mained all the time that God’s house was in
Shiloh.

19
1 In those days, when there was no king

in Israel, there was a certain Levite living
on the farther side of the hill country of
Ephraim, who took for himself a concubine
out of Bethlehem Judah.

2 His concubine played the prostitute
against him, and went away from him to
her father’s house to Bethlehem Judah, and
was there for four months.

3 Her husband arose and went after her
to speak kindly to her, to bring her again,
having his servantwith himand a couple of
donkeys. She brought him into her father’s
house; and when the father of the young
lady saw him, he rejoiced to meet him.

4 His father-in-law, the young lady’s fa-
ther, kept him there; and he stayed with
him three days. So they ate and drank, and
stayed there.

5 On the fourth day, they got up early
in the morning, and he rose up to depart.
The young lady’s father said to his son-in-
law, “Strengthen your heart with a morsel
of bread, and afterward you shall go your
way.”

6So they sat down, ate, and drank, both of
them together. Then the young lady’s father
said to the man, “Please be pleased to stay
all night, and let your heart bemerry.”

7 The man rose up to depart; but his
father-in-law urged him, and he stayed
there again.

8 He arose early in the morning on the
fifth day to depart; and the young lady’s
father said, “Please strengthen your heart
and stay until the day declines;” and they
both ate.

9 When the man rose up to depart, he,
and his concubine, and his servant, his
father-in-law, the young lady’s father, said
tohim, “Behold, nowthedaydraws towards
evening, please stay all night. Behold, the
day is ending. Stay here, that your heart
may be merry; and tomorrow go on your
way early, that youmay go home.”

10 But the man wouldn’t stay that night,
but he rose up and went near Jebus (also
called Jerusalem). With him were a couple
of saddled donkeys. His concubine alsowas
with him.

11When they were by Jebus, the day was
far spent; and the servant said tohismaster,
“Please come and let’s enter into this city of
the Jebusites, and stay in it.”

12Hismaster said to him, “Wewon’t enter
into the city of a foreigner that is not of the
children of Israel; but we will pass over to
Gibeah.”

13He said to his servant, “Come and let’s
draw near to one of these places; and we
will lodge in Gibeah, or in Ramah.”

14 So they passed on and went their way;
and the sun went down on them near
Gibeah, which belongs to Benjamin.

15 They went over there, to go in to stay
in Gibeah. He went in, and sat down in the
street of the city; for there was no one who
took them into his house to stay.

16Behold, anoldmancame fromhiswork
out of the field at evening. Now the man
was from the hill country of Ephraim, and
he lived in Gibeah; but themen of the place
were Benjamites.

17He lifted up his eyes, and saw the way-
faring man in the street of the city; and
the old man said, “Where are you going?
Where did you come from?”

18 He said to him, “We are passing from
Bethlehem Judah to the farther side of the
hill country of Ephraim. I am from there,
and I went to Bethlehem Judah. I am going
to the LORD’s house; and there is no one
who has takenme into his house.

19 Yet there is both straw and feed for
our donkeys; and there is bread and wine
also for me, and for your servant, and for
the young man who is with your servants.
There is no lack of anything.”

20The oldman said, “Peace be to you! Just
letme supply all your needs, but don’t sleep
in the street.”
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21 So he brought him into his house, and
gave the donkeys fodder. Then theywashed
their feet, and ate and drank.

22 As they were making their hearts
merry, behold, the men of the city, cer-
tain wicked fellows, surrounded the house,
beating at the door; and they spoke to the
master of the house, the old man, saying,
“Bring out the man who came into your
house, that we can have sex with him!”

23Theman, themaster of the house, went
out to them, and said to them, “No, my
brothers, please don’t act sowickedly; since
this man has come into my house, don’t do
this folly.

24 Behold, here is my virgin daughter
and his concubine. I will bring them out
now. Humble them, and dowith themwhat
seems good to you; but to this man don’t do
any such folly.”

25 But the men wouldn’t listen to him;
so the man grabbed his concubine, and
brought her out to them; and they had sex
with her, and abused her all night until the
morning. When the day began to dawn,
they let her go.

26 Then the woman came in the dawning
of the day, and fell down at the door of the
man’s house where her lord was, until it
was light.

27 Her lord rose up in the morning and
opened thedoorsof thehouse, andwentout
to go his way; and behold, the woman his
concubine had fallen down at the door of
the house, with her hands on the threshold.

28 He said to her, “Get up, and let’s get
going!” but no one answered. Then he took
her up on the donkey; and theman rose up,
and went to his place.

29 When he had come into his house,
he took a knife and cut up his concubine,
and divided her, limb by limb, into twelve
pieces, and sent her throughout all the bor-
ders of Israel.

30 It was so, that all who saw it said, “Such
a deed has not been done or seen from the
day that the children of Israel came up out
of the land of Egypt to this day! Consider it,
take counsel, and speak.”

20
1 Then all the children of Israel went out,

and the congregationwas assembled as one
man, fromDan even to Beersheba, with the
land of Gilead, to the LORD at Mizpah.

2 The chiefs of all the people, even of all
the tribes of Israel, presented themselves in
theassemblyof thepeople ofGod, fourhun-
dred thousand footmenwho drew sword.

3 (Now the children of Benjamin heard
that the children of Israel had gone up to

Mizpah.) The children of Israel said, “Tell
us, how did this wickedness happen?”

4 The Levite, the husband of the woman
whowasmurdered, answered, “I came into
Gibeah that belongs to Benjamin, I and my
concubine, to spend the night.

5 The men of Gibeah rose against me,
and surrounded the house by night. They
intended to kill me and they raped my con-
cubine, and she is dead.

6 I took my concubine and cut her in
pieces, and sent her throughout all the
country of the inheritance of Israel; for
they have committed lewdness and folly in
Israel.

7Behold, you children of Israel, all of you,
give here your advice and counsel.”

8All the people arose as one man, saying,
“None of us will go to his tent, neither will
any of us turn to his house.

9 But now this is the thing which we will
do to Gibeah: wewill go up against it by lot;

10 and we will take ten men of one hun-
dred throughout all the tribes of Israel, and
one hundred of one thousand, and a thou-
sand out of ten thousand to get food for the
people, that they may do, when they come
to Gibeah of Benjamin, according to all the
folly that the men of Gibeah have done in
Israel.”

11 So all the men of Israel were gathered
against the city, knit together as oneman.

12 The tribes of Israel sent men through
all the tribe of Benjamin, saying, “What
wickedness is this that has happened
amongst you?

13Now therefore deliver up the men, the
wicked fellows who are in Gibeah, that we
may put them to death and put away evil
from Israel.”
But Benjamin would not listen to the

voice of their brothers, the children of Is-
rael.

14 The children of Benjamin gathered
themselves together out of the cities to
Gibeah, to go out to battle against the chil-
dren of Israel.

15ThechildrenofBenjaminwerecounted
on that day out of the cities twenty-six thou-
sand men who drew the sword, in addi-
tion to the inhabitants of Gibeah, whowere
counted seven hundred chosenmen.

16 Amongst all these soldiers there were
seven hundred chosen men who were left-
handed. Every one of them could sling a
stone at a hair and not miss.

17 The men of Israel, besides Benjamin,
were counted four hundred thousand men
who drew sword. All these were men of
war.

18 The children of Israel arose, went up
to Bethel, and asked counsel of God. They
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asked, “Who shall go up for us first to battle
against the children of Benjamin?”
The LORD said, “Judah first.”
19 The children of Israel rose up in the

morning and encamped against Gibeah.
20 The men of Israel went out to battle

against Benjamin; and themen of Israel set
the battle in array against them at Gibeah.

21 The children of Benjamin came out of
Gibeah, and on that day destroyed twenty-
two thousand of the Israelite men down to
the ground.

22 The people, the men of Israel, encour-
aged themselves, and set the battle again
in array in the place where they set them-
selves in array the first day.

23Thechildrenof Israelwentupandwept
before the LORD until evening; and they
asked of the LORD, saying, “Shall I again
draw near to battle against the children of
Benjaminmy brother?”
The LORD said, “Go up against him.”
24 The children of Israel came near

against the childrenofBenjamin the second
day.

25Benjamin went out against them out of
Gibeah the secondday, anddestroyeddown
to the ground of the children of Israel again
eighteen thousand men. All these drew the
sword.

26 Then all the children of Israel and all
the people went up, and came to Bethel,
and wept, and sat there before the LORD,
and fasted that day until evening; then they
offered burnt offerings and peace offerings
before the LORD.

27 The children of Israel asked the LORD
(for the ark of the covenant of God was
there in those days,

28 and Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the
son of Aaron, stood before it in those days),
saying, “Shall I yet again go out to bat-
tle against the children of Benjamin my
brother, or shall I cease?”
The LORD said, “Go up; for tomorrow I

will deliver him into your hand.”
29 Israel set ambushes all around Gibeah.
30 The children of Israel went up against

the children of Benjamin on the third day,
and set themselves in array against Gibeah,
as at other times.

31 The children of Benjamin went out
against the people, and were drawn away
from the city; and they began to strike and
kill of the people as at other times, in the
highways, of which one goes up to Bethel
and the other to Gibeah, in the field, about
thirty men of Israel.

32 The children of Benjamin said, “They
are struck down before us, as at the first.”
But the children of Israel said, “Let’s flee,

and draw them away from the city to the
highways.”

33All themenof Israel rose up out of their
place and set themselves in array at Baal
Tamar. Then the ambushers of Israel broke
out of their place, even out ofMaarehGeba.

34 Ten thousand chosen men out of all
Israel came over against Gibeah, and the
battlewas severe; but they didn’t know that
disaster was close to them.

35 The LORD struck Benjamin before Is-
rael; and the children of Israel destroyed
of Benjamin that day twenty-five thousand
and one hundred men. All these drew the
sword.

36 So the children of Benjamin saw that
they were struck, for the men of Israel
yielded to Benjamin because they trusted
the ambushers whom they had set against
Gibeah.

37 The ambushers hurried, and rushed
on Gibeah; then the ambushers spread out,
and struck all the city with the edge of the
sword.

38 Now the appointed sign between the
men of Israel and the ambushers was that
they should make a great cloud of smoke
rise up out of the city.

39 The men of Israel turned in the battle,
and Benjamin began to strike and kill of the
men of Israel about thirty persons; for they
said, “Surely they are struck down before
us, as in the first battle.”

40 But when the cloud began to arise up
out of the city in a pillar of smoke, the Ben-
jamites looked behind them; and behold,
the whole city went up in smoke to the sky.

41 The men of Israel turned, and the men
of Benjamin were dismayed; for they saw
that disaster had come on them.

42 Therefore they turned their backs be-
fore the men of Israel to the way of the
wilderness, but the battle followed hard
after them; and those who came out of the
cities destroyed them in themiddle of it.

43 They surrounded the Benjamites,
chased them, and trod them down at their
resting place, as far as near Gibeah towards
the sunrise.

44 Eighteen thousand men of Benjamin
fell; all these weremen of valour.

45 They turned and fled towards the
wilderness to the rock of Rimmon. They
gleaned five thousand men of them in the
highways, and followed hard after them to
Gidom, and struck two thousand men of
them.

46So that allwho fell that day of Benjamin
were twenty-five thousand men who drew
the sword. All these weremen of valour.

47 But six hundred men turned and fled
towards the wilderness to the rock of Rim-
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mon, and stayed in the rockofRimmon four
months.

48 The men of Israel turned again on the
childrenof Benjamin, and struck themwith
the edge of the sword—including the entire
city, the livestock, and all that they found.
Moreover they set all the cities which they
found on fire.

21
1 Now the men of Israel had sworn in

Mizpah, saying, “None of us will give his
daughter to Benjamin as a wife.”

2The people came to Bethel and sat there
until eveningbeforeGod, and liftedup their
voices, and wept severely.

3They said, “The LORD, the God of Israel,
why has this happened in Israel, that there
should be one tribe lacking in Israel today?”

4 On the next day, the people rose early
and built an altar there, and offered burnt
offerings and peace offerings.

5The childrenof Israel said, “Who is there
amongst all the tribes of Israel who didn’t
come up in the assembly to the LORD?” For
they hadmade a great oath concerning him
who didn’t come up to the LORD toMizpah,
saying, “He shall surely be put to death.”

6 The children of Israel grieved for Ben-
jamin their brother, and said, “There is one
tribe cut off from Israel today.

7 How shall we provide wives for those
who remain, since we have sworn by the
LORD that we will not give them of our
daughters to wives?”

8 They said, “What one is there of the
tribes of Israel who didn’t come up to the
LORD to Mizpah?” Behold, no one came
from Jabesh Gilead to the camp to the as-
sembly.

9 For when the people were counted, be-
hold, there were none of the inhabitants of
Jabesh Gilead there.

10The congregation sent twelve thousand
of the most valiant men there, and com-
manded them, saying, “Go and strike the
inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead with the edge
of the sword, with the women and the little
ones.

11 This is the thing that you shall do: you
shall utterly destroy every male, and every
womanwho has lain with aman.”

12They found amongst the inhabitants of
Jabesh Gilead four hundred young virgins
who had not known man by lying with
him; and they brought them to the camp to
Shiloh, which is in the land of Canaan.

13Thewhole congregation sent and spoke
to the childrenofBenjaminwhowere in the
rock of Rimmon, and proclaimed peace to
them.

14 Benjamin returned at that time; and
they gave them the womenwhom they had
saved alive of the women of Jabesh Gilead.
There still weren’t enough for them.

15 The people grieved for Benjamin, be-
cause the LORD had made a breach in the
tribes of Israel.

16 Then the elders of the congregation
said, “How shall we provide wives for
those who remain, since the women are
destroyed out of Benjamin?”

17 They said, “There must be an inher-
itance for those who are escaped of Ben-
jamin, that a tribe not be blotted out from
Israel.

18However, we may not give them wives
of our daughters, for the children of Israel
had sworn, saying, ‘Cursed is he who gives
a wife to Benjamin.’ ”

19 They said, “Behold, there is a feast of
theLORD fromyear to year in Shiloh,which
is on the north of Bethel, on the east side
of the highway that goes up from Bethel to
Shechem, and on the south of Lebonah.”

20 They commanded the children of Ben-
jamin, saying, “Go and lie in wait in the
vineyards,

21and see, and behold, if the daughters of
Shilohcomeout todance in thedances, then
come out of the vineyards, and each man
catch his wife of the daughters of Shiloh,
and go to the land of Benjamin.

22 It shall be, when their fathers or their
brothers come to complain to us, that we
will say to them, ‘Grant them graciously to
us, because we didn’t take for eachman his
wife in battle, neither did you give them to
them; otherwise youwouldnowbeguilty.’ ”

23 The children of Benjamin did so, and
took wives for themselves according to
their number, of those who danced, whom
they carried off. Theywent and returned to
their inheritance, built the cities, and lived
in them.

24 The children of Israel departed from
there at that time, every man to his tribe
and to his family, and they each went out
from there to his own inheritance.

25 In those days there was no king in Is-
rael. Everyone did that which was right in
his own eyes.
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The Book of
Ruth

1 In the days when the judges judged,
there was a famine in the land. A certain
man of Bethlehem Judahwent to live in the
country of Moab with his wife and his two
sons.

2 The name of the man was Elimelech,
and the name of his wife Naomi. The
names of his two sons were Mahlon and
Chilion, Ephrathites of Bethlehem Judah.
They came into the country of Moab and
lived there.

3 Elimelech, Naomi’s husband, died; and
she was left with her two sons.

4 They took for themselves wives of the
women of Moab. The name of the one was
Orpah, and the name of the otherwas Ruth.
They lived there about ten years.

5Mahlon and Chilion both died, and the
woman was bereaved of her two children
and of her husband.

6 Then she arose with her daughters-in-
law, that shemight return from the country
ofMoab; for shehadheard in the country of
Moab how the LORD†had visited his people
in giving them bread.

7 She went out of the place where she
was, and her two daughters-in-law with
her. They went on the way to return to the
land of Judah.

8Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law,
“Go, return each of you to her mother’s
house. May the LORD deal kindly with you,
as you have dealt with the dead and with
me.

9May the LORD grant you that you may
find rest, each of you in the house of her
husband.”
Then she kissed them, and they lifted up

their voices, and wept.
10They said to her, “No, butwewill return

with you to your people.”
11 Naomi said, “Go back, my daughters.

Why do you want to go with me? Do I still
have sons in my womb, that they may be
your husbands?

12 Go back, my daughters, go your way;
for I am too old to have a husband. If I
should say, ‘I have hope,’ if I should even
have a husband tonight, and should also
bear sons,

13 would you then wait until they were
grown? Would you then refrain from hav-
ing husbands? No, my daughters, for it
grieves me seriously for your sakes, for the
LORD’s hand has gone out against me.”

14 They lifted up their voices and wept
again; then Orpah kissed her mother-in-
law, but Ruth stayed with her.

15 She said, “Behold,‡ your sister-in-law
has gone back to her people and to her god.
Follow your sister-in-law.”

16Ruth said, “Don’t urge me to leave you,
and to return fromfollowingyou, forwhere
you go, I will go; and where you stay, I will
stay. Your people will be my people, and
your God§my God.

17 Where you die, I will die, and there I
will be buried. May the LORD do so to me,
and more also, if anything but death parts
you andme.”

18 When Naomi saw that she was deter-
mined to go with her, she stopped urging
her.

19 So they both went until they came to
Bethlehem. When they had come to Beth-
lehem, all the city was excited about them,
and they asked, “Is this Naomi?”

20She said to them, “Don’t callmeNaomi.†
Call me Mara,‡ for the Almighty has dealt
very bitterly withme.

21 I went out full, and the LORD has
broughtmehomeagain empty. Whydo you
call me Naomi, since the LORD has testified
against me, and the Almighty has afflicted
me?”

22 So Naomi returned, and Ruth the
Moabitess, her daughter-in-law, with her,
who returned out of the country of Moab.
They came toBethlehem in thebeginningof
barley harvest.

2
1Naomi had a relative of her husband’s,

a mighty man of wealth, of the family of
Elimelech, and his namewas Boaz.

2 Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi, “Let
me now go to the field, and glean amongst
the ears of grain after him in whose sight I
find favour.”
She said to her, “Go, my daughter.”
3 She went, and came and gleaned in the

field after the reapers; and she happened to
come to the portion of the field belonging to
Boaz, who was of the family of Elimelech.

4Behold, Boaz came fromBethlehem, and
said to the reapers, “May the LORD be with
you.”

† 1:6: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew
,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). ‡ 1:15: “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze

at. It is often used as an interjection. § 1:16: The Hebrew word rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). † 1:20:
“Naomi” means “pleasant”. ‡ 1:20: “Mara” means “bitter”.
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Theyansweredhim, “May theLORDbless
you.”

5 Then Boaz said to his servant who was
set over the reapers, “Whose young lady is
this?”

6 The servant who was set over the
reapers answered, “It is the Moabite lady
who camebackwithNaomi out of the coun-
try of Moab.

7She said, ‘Please letme glean and gather
after the reapers amongst the sheaves.’ So
she came, and has continued even from the
morning until now, except that she rested a
little in the house.”

8 Then Boaz said to Ruth, “Listen, my
daughter. Don’t go to glean in another field,
and don’t go from here, but stay here close
to mymaidens.

9 Let your eyes be on the field that they
reap, and go after them. Haven’t I com-
manded the young men not to touch you?
When you are thirsty, go to the vessels, and
drink from that which the youngmen have
drawn.”

10 Then she fell on her face and bowed
herself to the ground, and said tohim, “Why
have I found favour in your sight, that you
should take knowledge of me, since I am a
foreigner?”

11 Boaz answered her, “I have been told
all about what you have done for your
mother-in-law since the death of your hus-
band, and how you have left your father,
your mother, and the land of your birth,
and have come to a people that you didn’t
know before.

12May the LORD repay your work, and a
full reward be given to you from the LORD,
the God of Israel, under whose wings you
have come to take refuge.”

13 Then she said, “Let me find favour in
your sight, my lord, because you have com-
forted me, and because you have spoken
kindly to your servant, though I am not as
one of your servants.”

14 At meal time Boaz said to her, “Come
here, and eat some bread, and dip your
morsel in the vinegar.”
She sat beside the reapers, and they

passed her parched grain. She ate, was
satisfied, and left some of it.

15When she had risen up to glean, Boaz
commanded his young men, saying, “Let
her glean even amongst the sheaves, and
don’t reproach her.

16 Also pull out some for her from the
bundles, and leave it. Let her glean, and
don’t rebuke her.”

17 So she gleaned in the field until
evening; and she beat out that which she

had gleaned, and it was about an ephah† of
barley.

18 She took it up, and went into the city.
Then her mother-in-law saw what she had
gleaned; and she brought out and gave to
her that which she had left after she had
enough.

19Her mother-in-law said to her, “Where
have you gleaned today? Where have you
worked? Blessed be he who noticed you.”
She told her mother-in-law with whom

she had worked, “The man’s name with
whom I worked today is Boaz.”

20 Naomi said to her daughter-in-law,
“May he be blessed by the LORD, who has
not abandoned his kindness to the living
and to the dead.” Naomi said to her, “The
man is a close relative to us, one of our near
kinsmen.”

21Ruth theMoabitess said, “Yes, he said to
me, ‘You shall stay close to my young men
until they have finished all my harvest.’ ”

22 Naomi said to Ruth her daughter-in-
law, “It is good,mydaughter, that you go out
with his maidens, and that they not harm
you in any other field.”

23 So she stayed close to the maidens of
Boaz, to glean to the end of barley harvest
and of wheat harvest; and she lived with
her mother-in-law.

3
1 Naomi her mother-in-law said to her,

“My daughter, shall I not seek rest for you,
that it may be well with you?

2Nowisn’t Boazourkinsman,withwhose
maidens you were? Behold, he will be
winnowing barley tonight on the threshing
floor.

3 Therefore wash yourself, anoint your-
self, get dressed, and go down to the thresh-
ing floor; but don’t make yourself known
to the man until he has finished eating and
drinking.

4 It shall be, when he lies down, that you
shall note the place where he is lying. Then
you shall go in, uncover his feet, and lie
down. Then he will tell you what to do.”

5 She said to her, “All that you say, I will
do.”

6 She went down to the threshing floor,
and did everything that her mother-in-law
told her.

7 When Boaz had eaten and drunk, and
his heart was merry, he went to lie down
at the end of the heap of grain. She came
softly, uncovered his feet, and lay down.

8 At midnight, the man was startled and
turned himself; and behold, awoman lay at
his feet.

† 2:17: 1 ephah is about 22 litres or about 2/3 of a bushel
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9He said, “Who are you?”
She answered, “I am Ruth your servant.

Therefore spread the corner of your gar-
ment over your servant; for you are a near
kinsman.”

10He said, “You are blessed by the LORD,
my daughter. You have shown more kind-
ness in the latter end than at the begin-
ning, because you didn’t follow youngmen,
whether poor or rich.

11 Now, my daughter, don’t be afraid. I
will do to you all that you say; for all the city
of my people knows that you are a worthy
woman.

12Now it is true that I am a near kinsman.
However, there is a kinsman nearer than I.

13Stay thisnight, and in themorning, if he
will perform for you the part of a kinsman,
good. Let him do the kinsman’s duty. But
if he will not do the duty of a kinsman for
you, then Iwill do the duty of a kinsman for
you, as the LORD lives. Lie down until the
morning.”

14 She lay at his feet until the morning,
then she rose up before one could dis-
cern another. For he said, “Let it not be
known that the woman came to the thresh-
ing floor.”

15 He said, “Bring the mantle that is on
you, and hold it.” She held it; and he mea-
sured six measures of barley, and laid it on
her; then he went into the city.

16When she came to her mother-in-law,
she said, “How did it go, my daughter?”
She told her all that theman had done for

her.
17 She said, “He gave me these six mea-

sures of barley; for he said, ‘Don’t go empty
to yourmother-in-law.’ ”

18 Then she said, “Wait, my daughter, un-
til you knowwhat will happen; for theman
will not rest until he has settled this today.”

4
1 Now Boaz went up to the gate and sat

down there. Behold, the near kinsman
of whom Boaz spoke came by. Boaz said
to him, “Come over here, friend, and sit
down!” He came over, and sat down.

2 Boaz took ten men of the elders of the
city, and said, “Sit down here,” and they sat
down.

3 He said to the near kinsman, “Naomi,
who has come back out of the country of
Moab, is selling the parcel of land, which
was our brother Elimelech’s.

4 I thought I should tell you, saying, ‘Buy
it before those who sit here, and before the
elders of my people.’ If you will redeem it,
redeem it; but if youwill not redeem it, then
tell me, that I may know. For there is no

one to redeem it besides you; and I amafter
you.”
He said, “I will redeem it.”
5Then Boaz said, “On the day you buy the

field from the hand of Naomi, youmust buy
it also from Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of
the dead, to raise up the name of the dead
on his inheritance.”

6 The near kinsman said, “I can’t redeem
it for myself, lest I endanger my own in-
heritance. Take my right of redemption for
yourself; for I can’t redeem it.”

7Now this was the custom in former time
in Israel concerning redeeming and con-
cerning exchanging, to confirmall things: a
man took off his sandal, and gave it to his
neighbour; and this was the way of formal-
izing transactions in Israel.

8 So the near kinsman said to Boaz, “Buy
it for yourself,” then he took off his sandal.

9Boaz said to the elders and to all the peo-
ple, “You are witnesses today, that I have
bought all that was Elimelech’s, and all that
was Chilion’s and Mahlon’s, from the hand
of Naomi.

10Moreover, Ruth theMoabitess, the wife
of Mahlon, I have purchased to be my wife,
to raise up the name of the dead on his
inheritance, that the name of the deadmay
not be cut off from amongst his brothers
and from the gate of his place. You are
witnesses today.”

11All thepeoplewhowere in thegate, and
the elders, said, “Wearewitnesses. May the
LORDmake the woman who has come into
yourhouse likeRachel and like Leah,which
both built the house of Israel; and treat you
worthily in Ephrathah, and be famous in
Bethlehem.

12 Let your house be like the house of
Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah, of the
offspring†which the LORD will give you by
this young woman.”

13 So Boaz took Ruth and she became his
wife; and he went in to her, and the LORD
enabledher to conceive, and shebore a son.

14 The women said to Naomi, “Blessed
be the LORD, who has not left you today
without a near kinsman. Let his name be
famous in Israel.

15 He shall be to you a restorer of life
and sustain you in your old age; for your
daughter-in-law, who loves you, who is bet-
ter to you than seven sons, has given birth
to him.”

16 Naomi took the child, laid him in her
bosom, and became nurse to him.

17 The women, her neighbours, gave him
a name, saying, “A son is born to Naomi”.

† 4:12: or, seed
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They named him Obed. He is the father of
Jesse, the father of David.

18 Now this is the history of the genera-
tions of Perez: Perez became the father of
Hezron,

19 and Hezron became the father of Ram,
andRambecame the father of Amminadab,

20 and Amminadab became the father of
Nahshon, and Nahshon became the father
of Salmon,

21and Salmon became the father of Boaz,
and Boaz became the father of Obed,

22 and Obed became the father of Jesse,
and Jesse became the father of David.
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The First Book of Samuel
1Nowtherewasa certainmanofRamath-

aim Zophim, of the hill country of Ephraim,
and his name was Elkanah, the son of Jero-
ham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the
son of Zuph, an Ephraimite.

2He had twowives. The name of onewas
Hannah, and the name of the other Penin-
nah. Peninnah had children, but Hannah
had no children.

3 This man went up out of his city from
year to year to worship and to sacrifice to
theLORD†ofArmies inShiloh. The twosons
of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, priests to the
LORD, were there.

4When the day came that Elkanah sacri-
ficed, he gave portions to Peninnah hiswife
and to all her sons and her daughters;

5but he gave a double portion toHannah,
forhe lovedHannah, but theLORDhadshut
up her womb.

6Her rival provoked her severely, to irri-
tate her, because the LORD had shut up her
womb.

7 So year by year, when she went up to
the LORD’s house, her rival provoked her.
Therefore she wept, and didn’t eat.

8 Elkanah her husband said to her, “Han-
nah, why do you weep? Why don’t you eat?
Why is your heart grieved? Am I not better
to you than ten sons?”

9 So Hannah rose up after they had fin-
ished eating and drinking in Shiloh. Now
Eli the priest was sitting on his seat by the
doorpost of the LORD’s temple.

10 She was in bitterness of soul, and
prayed to the LORD, weeping bitterly.

11 She vowed a vow, and said, “LORD of
Armies, if you will indeed look at the afflic-
tion of your servant and rememberme, and
not forget your servant, butwill give toyour
servant a boy, then I will give him to the
LORD all the days of his life, and no razor
shall come on his head.”

12 As she continued praying before the
LORD, Eli saw hermouth.

13Now Hannah spoke in her heart. Only
her lipsmoved, buthervoicewasnotheard.
Therefore Eli thought she was drunk.

14 Eli said to her, “How long will you be
drunk? Get rid of your wine!”

15Hannah answered, “No, my lord, I am
a woman of a sorrowful spirit. I have not
been drinking wine or strong drink, but I
poured out my soul before the LORD.

16 Don’t consider your servant a wicked
woman; for I have been speaking out of
the abundance of my complaint and my
provocation.”

17 Then Eli answered, “Go in peace; and
may the God‡ of Israel grant your petition
that you have asked of him.”

18 She said, “Let your servant find favour
in your sight.” So the womanwent her way
and ate; and her facial expression wasn’t
sad anymore.

19 They rose up in the morning early and
worshipped the LORD, then returned and
came to their house to Ramah. Then Elka-
nah knew Hannah his wife; and the LORD
remembered her.

20When the time had come, Hannah con-
ceived, and bore a son; and she named him
Samuel,§ saying, “Because I have askedhim
of the LORD.”

21 The man Elkanah, and all his house,
went up to offer to the LORD the yearly
sacrifice and his vow.

22ButHannah didn’t go up, for she said to
herhusband, “Notuntil the child isweaned;
then I will bring him, that he may appear
before the LORD, and stay there forever.”

23 Elkanah her husband said to her, “Do
what seems good to you. Wait until you
have weaned him; only may the LORD es-
tablish his word.”
So thewomanwaited and nursed her son

until she weaned him.
24 When she had weaned him, she took

him up with her, with three bulls, and one
ephah† of meal, and a container of wine,
and brought him to the LORD’s house in
Shiloh. The child was young.

25 They killed the bull, and brought the
child to Eli.

26 She said, “Oh, my lord, as your soul
lives, my lord, I am the woman who stood
by you here, praying to the LORD.

27 I prayed for this child, and the LORD
has given me my petition which I asked of
him.

28 Therefore I have also given him to the
LORD. As long as he lives he is given to the
LORD.” Heworshipped the LORD there.

2
1Hannah prayed, and said,

“My heart exults in the LORD!
My horn is exalted in the LORD.

Mymouth is enlarged over my enemies,
because I rejoice in your salvation.

2There is no one as holy as the LORD,
for there is no one besides you,

† 1:3: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew
,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). ‡ 1:17: The Hebrew word rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). § 1:20:
Samuel sounds like the Hebrew for “heard by God.” † 1:24: 1 ephah is about 22 litres or about 2/3 of a bushel
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nor is there any rock like our God.

3 “Don’t keep talking so exceedingly
proudly.

Don’t let arrogance come out of your
mouth,

for the LORD is a God of knowledge.
By him actions are weighed.

4 “The bows of themighty men are broken.
Those who stumbled are armed with
strength.

5 Those who were full have hired them-
selves out for bread.

Those whowere hungry are satisfied.
Yes, the barren has borne seven.

Shewhohasmanychildren languishes.

6 “The LORD kills andmakes alive.
He brings down to Sheol† and brings
up.

7The LORDmakes poor andmakes rich.
He brings low, he also lifts up.

8He raises up the poor out of the dust.
He lifts up the needy from the dunghill
to make them sit with princes
and inherit the throne of glory.

For the pillars of the earth are the LORD’s.
He has set the world on them.

9Hewill keep the feet of his holy ones,
but the wicked will be put to silence in
darkness;

for nomanwill prevail by strength.
10 Those who strive with the LORD shall be

broken to pieces.
Hewill thunder against them in the sky.

“The LORDwill judge the ends of the earth.
He will give strength to his king,
and exalt the horn of his anointed.”

11 Elkanah went to Ramah to his house.
The child served the LORD before Eli the
priest.

12Now the sons of Eli were wicked men.
They didn’t know the LORD.

13The custom of the priests with the peo-
ple was that when anyone offered a sac-
rifice, the priest’s servant came while the
meat was boiling, with a fork of three teeth
in his hand;

14andhe stabbed it into the pan, or kettle,
or cauldron, or pot. The priest took all that
the fork brought up for himself. They did
this to all the Israelites who came there to
Shiloh.

15 Yes, before they burnt the fat, the
priest’s servant came, and said to the man
who sacrificed, “Give meat to roast for the
priest; for he will not accept boiled meat
from you, but raw.”

16 If the man said to him, “Let the fat be
burnt first, and then take as much as your
soul desires;” then he would say, “No, but
you shall give it to me now; and if not, I will
take it by force.”

17 The sin of the young men was very
great before the LORD; for the men de-
spised the LORD’s offering.

18 But Samuel ministered before the
LORD, being a child, clothed with a linen
ephod.

19Moreover his mother made him a little
robe, and brought it to him from year to
year when she came up with her husband
to offer the yearly sacrifice.

20 Eli blessed Elkanah and his wife, and
said, “May the LORD give you offspring‡
from thiswoman for thepetitionwhichwas
asked of the LORD.” Then theywent to their
own home.

21TheLORDvisitedHannah, and she con-
ceived and bore three sons and two daugh-
ters. The child Samuel grew before the
LORD.

22Now Eli was very old; and he heard all
that his sons did to all Israel, and how that
they slept with the women who served at
the door of the Tent of Meeting.

23He said to them, “Why do you do such
things? For I hear of your evil dealings from
all these people.

24No, my sons; for it is not a good report
that I hear! You make the LORD’s people
disobey.

25 If one man sins against another, God
will judge him; but if a man sins against
the LORD, who will intercede for him?”
Notwithstanding, they didn’t listen to the
voice of their father, because the LORD in-
tended to kill them.

26 The child Samuel grew on, and in-
creased in favour both with the LORD and
also withmen.

27 A man of God came to Eli and said to
him, “The LORD says, ‘Did I revealmyself to
the house of your father when they were in
Egypt in bondage to Pharaoh’s house?

28Didn’t I choose him out of all the tribes
of Israel to bemypriest, to go up tomy altar,
to burn incense, to wear an ephod before
me? Didn’t I give to the house of your father
all the offerings of the children of Israel
made by fire?

29Why do you kick at my sacrifice and at
my offering, which I have commanded in
myhabitation, andhonour your sons above
me, to make yourselves fat with the best of
all the offerings of Israel my people?’

30 “Therefore the LORD, the God of Israel,
says, ‘I said indeed that your house and the

† 2:6: Sheol is the place of the dead. ‡ 2:20: or, seed
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house of your father shouldwalk beforeme
forever.’ But now the LORD says, ‘Far be it
from me; for those who honour me I will
honour, and those who despise me will be
cursed.

31 Behold,§ the days come that I will cut
off your arm and the arm of your father’s
house, that there will not be an old man in
your house.

32 You will see the affliction of my habi-
tation, in all the wealth which I will give
Israel. There shall notbeanoldman inyour
house forever.

33 The man of yours whom I don’t cut off
frommy altar will consume your eyes† and
grieve your heart. All the increase of your
house will die in the flower of their age.

34 This will be the sign to you that will
come on your two sons, on Hophni and
Phinehas: in one day they will both die.

35 Iwill raiseupa faithfulpriest formyself
who will do according to that which is in
my heart and in my mind. I will build
him a sure house. He will walk before my
anointed forever.

36 It will happen that everyonewho is left
in your house will come and bow down to
him for a piece of silver and a loaf of bread,
and will say, “Please put me into one of the
priests’ offices, that I may eat a morsel of
bread.” ’ ”

3
1 The child Samuel ministered to the

LORDbefore Eli. The LORD’swordwas rare
in those days. Therewerenotmanyvisions,
then.

2At that time, when Eli was laid down in
his place (now his eyes had begun to grow
dim, so that he could not see),

3and God’s lamp hadn’t yet gone out, and
Samuel had laid down in the LORD’s temple
where God’s ark was,

4The LORD called Samuel. He said, “Here
I am.”

5 He ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; for
you calledme.”
He said, “I didn’t call. Lie down again.”
Hewent and lay down.
6The LORD called yet again, “Samuel!”
Samuel arose and went to Eli and said,

“Here I am; for you calledme.”
He answered, “I didn’t call, my son. Lie

down again.”
7Now Samuel didn’t yet know the LORD,

neither was the LORD’s word yet revealed
to him.

8The LORD called Samuel again the third
time. He arose and went to Eli and said,
“Here I am; for you calledme.”

Eliperceived that theLORDhadcalled the
child.

9 Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie
down. It shall be, if he calls you, that you
shall say, ‘Speak, LORD; for your servant
hears.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in
his place.

10 The LORD came, and stood, and called
as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!”
Then Samuel said, “Speak; for your ser-

vant hears.”
11 The LORD said to Samuel, “Behold, I

will do a thing in Israel at which both the
ears of everyone who hears it will tingle.

12 In that day I will perform against Eli
all that I have spoken concerning his house,
from the beginning even to the end.

13 For I have told him that I will judge
his house forever for the iniquity which he
knew, because his sons brought a curse on
themselves, and he didn’t restrain them.

14 Therefore I have sworn to the house
of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall
not be removed with sacrifice or offering
forever.”

15 Samuel lay until the morning, and
opened the doors of the LORD’s house.
Samuel was afraid to show Eli the vision.

16 Then Eli called Samuel and said,
“Samuel, my son!”
He said, “Here I am.”
17He said, “What is the thing that he has

spoken to you? Please don’t hide it fromme.
God do so to you, andmore also, if you hide
anything from me of all the things that he
spoke to you.”

18 Samuel told him every bit, and hid
nothing from him.
He said, “It is the LORD. Let him do what

seems good to him.”
19 Samuel grew, and the LORD was with

him and let none of his words fall to the
ground.

20 All Israel from Dan even to Beersheba
knew that Samuel was established to be a
prophet of the LORD.

21 The LORD appeared again in Shiloh;
for the LORD revealed himself to Samuel in
Shiloh by the LORD’s word.

4
1The word of Samuel came to all Israel.
Now Israel went out against the

Philistines to battle, and encamped beside
Ebenezer; and the Philistines encamped in
Aphek.

2 The Philistines put themselves in array
against Israel. When they joined battle,
Israel was defeated by the Philistines, who

§ 2:31: “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
† 2:33: or, blind your eyes with tears
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killed about four thousandmenof the army
in the field.

3 When the people had come into the
camp, the elders of Israel said, “Why has
the LORD defeated us today before the
Philistines? Let’s get the ark of the LORD’s
covenant out of Shiloh and bring it to us,
that itmaycomeamongstusandsaveusout
of the hand of our enemies.”

4 So the people sent to Shiloh, and they
brought from there the ark of the covenant
of the LORD of Armies, who sits above the
cherubim; and the two sons of Eli, Hophni
and Phinehas, were there with the ark of
the covenant of God.

5 When the ark of the LORD’s covenant
came into the camp, all Israel shouted with
a great shout, so that the earth resounded.

6When the Philistines heard the noise of
the shout, they said, “What does thenoise of
this great shout in the camp of the Hebrews
mean?” They understood that the LORD’s
ark had come into the camp.

7 The Philistines were afraid, for they
said, “God has come into the camp.” They
said, “Woe to us! For there has not been
such a thing before.

8Woe to us! Who shall deliver us out of
the hand of these mighty gods? These are
the gods that struck the Egyptians with all
kinds of plagues in the wilderness.

9 Be strong and behave like men, O you
Philistines, that you not be servants to
the Hebrews, as they have been to you.
Strengthen yourselves likemen, and fight!”

10 The Philistines fought, and Israel was
defeated, and each man fled to his tent.
There was a very great slaughter; for thirty
thousand footmen of Israel fell.

11God’s ark was taken; and the two sons
of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were slain.

12Aman of Benjamin ran out of the army
and came to Shiloh the same day, with his
clothes torn andwith dirt on his head.

13When he came, behold, Eli was sitting
on his seat by the road watching, for his
heart trembled for God’s ark. When the
man came into the city and told about it, all
the city cried out.

14When Eli heard the noise of the crying,
he said, “What does the noise of this tumult
mean?”
Theman hurried, and came and told Eli.
15Now Eli was ninety-eight years old. His

eyes were set, so that he could not see.
16Theman said to Eli, “I am hewho came

out of the army, and I fled today out of the
army.”
He said, “Howdid thematter go,my son?”

17 He who brought the news answered,
“Israel has fled before the Philistines,
and there has been also a great slaughter
amongst the people. Your two sons also,
Hophni and Phinehas, are dead, and God’s
ark has been captured.”

18 When he made mention of God’s ark,
Eli fell from off his seat backward by the
side of the gate; and his neck broke, and he
died, for he was an old man and heavy. He
had judged Israel forty years.

19 His daughter-in-law, Phinehas’ wife,
was with child, near to giving birth. When
sheheard thenews thatGod’s arkwas taken
and that her father-in-lawandher husband
were dead, she bowed herself and gave
birth; for her pains came on her.

20About the time of her death thewomen
who stood by her said to her, “Don’t be
afraid, for you have given birth to a son.”
But she didn’t answer, neither did she re-
gard it.

21 She named the child Ichabod,† saying,
“The glory has departed from Israel!” be-
cause God’s ark was taken, and because of
her father-in-law and her husband.

22 She said, “The glory has departed from
Israel; for God’s ark has been taken.”

5
1Now the Philistines had takenGod’s ark,

and they brought it from Ebenezer to Ash-
dod.

2 The Philistines took God’s ark, and
brought it into the house of Dagon and set
it by Dagon.

3When the people of Ashdod arose early
on the next day, behold, Dagon had fallen
on his face to the ground before the LORD’s
ark. They took Dagon and set him in his
place again.

4When they arose early on the following
morning, behold, Dagon had fallen on his
face to the ground before the LORD’s ark;
and the head of Dagon and both the palms
of his hands were cut off on the threshold.
Only Dagon’s torso was intact.

5 Therefore neither the priests of Dagon
nor any who come into Dagon’s house step
on the threshold of Dagon in Ashdod to this
day.

6 But the LORD’s hand was heavy on the
people of Ashdod, and he destroyed them
and struck them with tumours, even Ash-
dod and its borders.

7When themenofAshdod saw that itwas
so, they said, “The ark of the God of Israel
shall not stay with us, for his hand is severe
on us and on Dagon our god.”

† 4:21: “Ichabod” means “no glory”.
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8 They sent therefore and gathered to-
gether all the lords of the Philistines, and
said, “What shall we do with the ark of the
God of Israel?”
They answered, “Let the ark of the God of

Israelbecarriedover toGath.” Theycarried
the ark of the God of Israel there.

9 It was so, that after they had carried it
there, the LORD’s hand was against the city
with a very great confusion; and he struck
themen of the city, both small and great, so
that tumours broke out on them.

10 So they sent God’s ark to Ekron.
AsGod’s ark came to Ekron, the Ekronites

cried out, saying, “They have brought the
ark of the God of Israel here to us, to kill us
and our people.”

11 They sent therefore and gathered to-
gether all the lords of the Philistines, and
they said, “Send the ark of the God of Israel
away, and let it go again to its own place,
that it not kill us and our people.” For there
was a deadly panic throughout all the city.
The hand of God was very heavy there.

12 The men who didn’t die were struck
with the tumours; and the cry of the city
went up to heaven.

6
1TheLORD’s arkwas in the country of the

Philistines sevenmonths.
2The Philistines called for the priests and

the diviners, saying, “What shallwedowith
the LORD’s ark? Show us how we should
send it to its place.”

3 They said, “If you send away the ark of
the God of Israel, don’t send it empty; but
by all means return a trespass offering to
him. Then you will be healed, and it will be
known to you why his hand is not removed
from you.”

4 Then they said, “What should the tres-
pass offering be which we shall return to
him?”
They said, “Five golden tumours and five

golden mice, for the number of the lords of
the Philistines; for one plague was on you
all, and on your lords.

5 Therefore you shall make images of
your tumours and images of yourmice that
mar the land; and you shall give glory to the
God of Israel. Perhaps he will release his
hand from you, from your gods, and from
your land.

6Why then do you harden your hearts as
the Egyptians and Pharaoh hardened their
hearts? When he had worked wonderfully
amongst them, didn’t they let the people go,
and they departed?

7 “Now therefore take and prepare your-
selves a new cart and two milk cows on
which there has come no yoke; and tie the

cows to the cart, and bring their calves
home from them;

8 and take the LORD’s ark and lay it on
the cart. Put the jewels of gold, which you
return him for a trespass offering, in a box
by its side; and send it away, that it may go.

9Behold, if it goesupby thewayof its own
border to Beth Shemesh, then he has done
us this great evil; but if not, then we shall
know that it is not his hand that struck us.
It was a chance that happened to us.”

10Themendid so, and took twomilk cows
and tied them to the cart, and shut up their
calves at home.

11 They put the LORD’s ark on the cart,
and the box with the golden mice and the
images of their tumours.

12 The cows took the straight way by the
way to Beth Shemesh. They went along the
highway, lowing as they went, and didn’t
turn away to the right hand or to the left;
and the lords of the Philistines went after
them to the border of Beth Shemesh.

13The people of Beth Shemeshwere reap-
ing their wheat harvest in the valley; and
they lifted up their eyes and saw the ark,
and rejoiced to see it.

14 The cart came into the field of Joshua
of Beth Shemesh, and stood there, where
there was a great stone. Then they split the
woodof the cart andofferedup the cows for
a burnt offering to the LORD.

15 The Levites took down the LORD’s ark
and the box that was with it, in which the
jewels of gold were, and put them on the
great stone; and the men of Beth Shemesh
offered burnt offerings and sacrificed sac-
rifices the same day to the LORD.

16 When the five lords of the Philistines
hadseen it, they returned toEkron the same
day.

17 These are the golden tumours which
the Philistines returned for a trespass offer-
ing to the LORD: for Ashdod one, for Gaza
one, for Ashkelon one, for Gath one, for
Ekron one;

18 and the golden mice, according to the
number of all the cities of the Philistines
belonging to the five lords, both of fortified
cities and of country villages, even to the
great stone on which they set down the
LORD’s ark. That stone remains to this day
in the field of Joshua of Beth Shemesh.

19He struck of the men of Beth Shemesh,
because they had looked into the LORD’s
ark, he struck fifty thousand and seventy
of the men. Then the people mourned,
because the LORD had struck the people
with a great slaughter.

20 The men of Beth Shemesh said, “Who
is able to stand before the LORD, this holy
God? To whom shall he go up from us?”
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21 They sent messengers to the inhab-
itants of Kiriath Jearim, saying, “The
Philistines have brought back the LORD’s
ark. Come down and bring it up to
yourselves.”

7
1 The men of Kiriath Jearim came and

took theLORD’s ark, andbrought it intoAbi-
nadab’s house on the hill, and consecrated
Eleazar his son to keep the LORD’s ark.

2 From the day that the ark stayed in
Kiriath Jearim, the timewas long—for itwas
twenty years; and all the house of Israel
lamented after the LORD.

3 Samuel spoke to all the house of Israel,
saying, “If you are returning to the LORD
with all your heart, then put away the for-
eign gods and the Ashtaroth from amongst
you, and direct your hearts to the LORD,
and serve him only; and hewill deliver you
out of the hand of the Philistines.”

4Then the children of Israel removed the
Baals and the Ashtaroth, and served the
LORD only.

5 Samuel said, “Gather all Israel to Miz-
pah, and I will pray to the LORD for you.”

6 They gathered together to Mizpah, and
drew water, and poured it out before the
LORD, and fasted on that day, and said
there, “We have sinned against the LORD.”
Samuel judged the children of Israel inMiz-
pah.

7When the Philistines heard that the chil-
dren of Israel were gathered together at
Mizpah, the lords of the Philistines went up
against Israel. When the children of Israel
heard it, they were afraid of the Philistines.

8 The children of Israel said to Samuel,
“Don’t stop crying to the LORD our God for
us, that hewill saveus out of the handof the
Philistines.”

9 Samuel took a suckling lamb, and of-
fered it for a whole burnt offering to the
LORD. Samuel cried to the LORD for Israel,
and the LORD answered him.

10 As Samuel was offering up the burnt
offering, the Philistines came near to bat-
tle against Israel; but the LORD thundered
with a great thunder on that day on the
Philistines and confused them; and they
were struck down before Israel.

11 The men of Israel went out of Miz-
pah and pursued the Philistines, and struck
them until they came under Beth Kar.

12 Then Samuel took a stone and set it
between Mizpah and Shen, and called its
name Ebenezer,† saying, “The LORD helped
us until now.”

13 So the Philistines were subdued, and
they stopped coming within the border of
Israel. The LORD’s hand was against the
Philistines all the days of Samuel.

14 The cities which the Philistines had
taken from Israel were restored to Israel,
from Ekron even to Gath; and Israel re-
covered its border out of the hand of the
Philistines. Therewaspeacebetween Israel
and the Amorites.

15 Samuel judged Israel all the days of his
life.

16He went from year to year in a circuit
toBethel, Gilgal, andMizpah; andhe judged
Israel in all those places.

17His return was to Ramah, for his house
was there, and he judged Israel there; and
he built an altar to the LORD there.

8
1When Samuelwas old, hemade his sons

judges over Israel.
2Now the name of his firstborn was Joel,

and the name of his second, Abijah. They
were judges in Beersheba.

3 His sons didn’t walk in his ways, but
turned away after dishonest gain, took
bribes, and perverted justice.

4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered
themselves together and came to Samuel to
Ramah.

5 They said to him, “Behold, you are old,
and your sons don’t walk in your ways.
Now make us a king to judge us like all the
nations.”

6 But the thing displeased Samuel when
they said, “Give us a king to judge us.”
Samuel prayed to the LORD.
7The LORD said to Samuel, “Listen to the

voice of the people in all that they tell you;
for they have not rejected you, but they
have rejectedme as the king over them.

8 According to all the works which they
havedone since the day that I brought them
up out of Egypt even to this day, in that they
have forsakenme and served other gods, so
they also do to you.

9 Now therefore, listen to their voice.
However, you shall protest solemnly to
them, and shall show them the way of the
king whowill reign over them.”

10Samuel told all the LORD’s words to the
people who asked him for a king.

11Hesaid, “Thiswill be thewayof theking
who shall reign over you: he will take your
sons and appoint them as his servants, for
his chariots and to be his horsemen; and
they will run before his chariots.

12 He will appoint them to him for cap-
tains of thousands and captains of fifties;
and he will assign some to plough his

† 7:12: “Ebenezer” means “stone of help”.
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groundand to reaphisharvest; and tomake
his instruments ofwar and the instruments
of his chariots.

13He will take your daughters to be per-
fumers, to be cooks, and to be bakers.

14Hewill takeyourfields, yourvineyards,
and your olive groves, even your best, and
give them to his servants.

15Hewill take one tenth of your seed and
of your vineyards, and give it to his officers
and to his servants.

16 He will take your male servants, your
female servants, your best young men, and
your donkeys, and assign them to his own
work.

17 He will take one tenth of your flocks;
and you will be his servants.

18 You will cry out in that day because of
your king whom you will have chosen for
yourselves; and the LORD will not answer
you in that day.”

19 But the people refused to listen to the
voice of Samuel; and they said, “No, but we
will have a king over us,

20 that we alsomay be like all the nations;
and that our king may judge us, and go out
before us, and fight our battles.”

21 Samuel heard all the words of the peo-
ple, andherehearsed themin theearsof the
LORD.

22 The LORD said to Samuel, “Listen to
their voice, andmake them a king.”
Samuel said to the men of Israel, “Every-

one go to your own city.”

9
1 Now there was a man of Benjamin,

whose name was Kish the son of Abiel, the
son of Zeror, the son of Becorath, the son
of Aphiah, the son of a Benjamite, a mighty
man of valour.

2He had a son whose name was Saul, an
impressive young man; and there was not
amongst the children of Israel amorehand-
some person than he. From his shoulders
and upward he was taller than any of the
people.

3 The donkeys of Kish, Saul’s father, were
lost. Kish said to Saul his son, “Nowtakeone
of the servants with you, and arise, go look
for the donkeys.”

4 He passed through the hill country of
Ephraim, and passed through the land of
Shalishah, but they didn’t find them. Then
they passed through the land of Shaalim,
and they weren’t there. Then he passed
through the landof theBenjamites, but they
didn’t find them.

5Whentheyhadcome to the landofZuph,
Saul said to his servant who was with him,

“Come! Let’s return, lest my father stop
caring about the donkeys and be anxious
for us.”

6 The servant said to him, “Behold now,
there is aman of God in this city, and he is a
man who is held in honour. All that he says
surelyhappens. Now let’s go there. Perhaps
he can tell us which way to go.”

7 Then Saul said to his servant, “But be-
hold, if we go, what should we bring the
man? For the bread is spent in our sacks,
and there is not a present to bring to the
man of God. What do we have?”

8 The servant answered Saul again and
said, “Behold, I have in my hand the fourth
part of a shekel† of silver. I will give that to
theman of God, to tell us our way.”

9 (In earlier times in Israel, when a man
went to enquire of God, he said, “Come!
Let’sgo to the seer;” forhewho isnowcalled
a prophet was before called a seer.)

10 Then Saul said to his servant, “Well
said. Come! Let’s go.” So they went to the
city where theman of God was.

11 As they went up the ascent to the city,
they found young maidens going out to
draw water, and said to them, “Is the seer
here?”

12 They answered them and said, “He is.
Behold, he is before you. Hurry now, for he
has come today into the city; for the people
have a sacrifice today in the high place.

13As soon as you have come into the city,
you will immediately find him before he
goes up to the high place to eat; for the
people will not eat until he comes, because
he blesses the sacrifice. Afterwards those
who are invited eat. Now therefore go up;
for at this time youwill find him.”

14 They went up to the city. As they came
within the city, behold, Samuel came out
towards them to go up to the high place.

15Now the LORD had revealed to Samuel
a day before Saul came, saying,

16 “Tomorrow about this time I will send
you aman out of the land of Benjamin, and
you shall anoint him to be prince over my
people Israel. Hewill savemy people out of
thehandof thePhilistines; for I have looked
uponmypeople, because their cryhascome
tome.”

17When Samuel saw Saul, the LORD said
to him, “Behold, the man of whom I spoke
to you! He will have authority over my
people.”

18 Then Saul approached Samuel in the
gateway, and said, “Please tellmewhere the
seer’s house is.”

19 Samuel answered Saul and said, “I am
the seer. Go up before me to the high place,

† 9:8: A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 1/4 shekel would be a small coin of about 2.5 grams.
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for you are to eat with me today. In the
morning Iwill let you go andwill tell you all
that is in your heart.

20 As for your donkeys who were lost
threedaysago, don’t set yourmindon them,
for they have been found. For whom does
all Israel desire? Is it not you and all your
father’s house?”

21 Saul answered, “Am I not a Benjamite,
of the smallest of the tribes of Israel? And
my family the least of all the families of the
tribe of Benjamin? Why then do you speak
to me like this?”

22 Samuel took Saul and his servant and
brought them into the guest room, and
made them sit in the best place amongst
those who were invited, who were about
thirty persons.

23 Samuel said to the cook, “Bring the
portion which I gave you, of which I said to
you, ‘Set it aside.’ ”

24 The cook took up the thigh, and that
which was on it, and set it before Saul.
Samuel said, “Behold, that which has been
reserved! Set it before yourself and eat;
because it has been kept for you for the
appointed time, for I said, ‘I have invited the
people.’ ” So Saul ate with Samuel that day.

25 When they had come down from the
high place into the city, he talked with Saul
on the housetop.

26 They arose early; and about daybreak,
Samuel called to Saul on the housetop, say-
ing, “Get up, that I may send you away.”
Saul arose, and they both went outside, he
and Samuel, together.

27 As they were going down at the end
of the city, Samuel said to Saul, “Tell the
servant to go on ahead of us.” He went
ahead, then Samuel said, “But stand still
first, that I may cause you to hear God’s
message.”

10
1 Then Samuel took the vial of oil and

poured it on his head, then kissed him and
said, “Hasn’t the LORD anointed you to be
prince over his inheritance?

2 When you have departed from me to-
day, then you will find twomen by Rachel’s
tomb, on the border of Benjamin at Zelzah.
They will tell you, ‘The donkeys which you
went to look for have been found; and be-
hold, your father has stopped caring about
the donkeys and is anxious for you, saying,
“What shall I do for my son?” ’

3 “Then you will go on forward from
there, andyouwill come to the oakof Tabor.
Three men will meet you there going up to
God to Bethel: one carrying three young
goats, and another carrying three loaves of

bread, and another carrying a container of
wine.

4 They will greet you and give you two
loaves of bread, which you shall receive
from their hand.

5 “After that you will come to the hill of
God, where the garrison of the Philistines
is; and it will happen, when you have come
there to the city, that youwillmeet abandof
prophets coming down from the high place
witha lute, a tambourine, apipe, andaharp
before them; and they will be prophesying.

6Then the LORD’s Spirit will comemight-
ily on you, then you will prophesy with
them andwill be turned into another man.

7Let it be, when these signs have come to
you, that you dowhat is appropriate for the
occasion; for God is with you.

8 “Go down ahead of me to Gilgal; and
behold, I will come down to you to offer
burnt offerings and to sacrifice sacrifices of
peace offerings. Wait seven days, until I
come to you and show you what you are to
do.”

9 It was so, that when he had turned his
back to go from Samuel, God gave him an-
other heart; and all those signs happened
that day.

10 When they came there to the hill, be-
hold, a band of prophets met him; and the
Spirit of God came mightily on him, and he
prophesied amongst them.

11 When all who knew him before saw
that, behold, he prophesied with the
prophets, then the people said to one
another, “What is this that has come to
the son of Kish? Is Saul also amongst the
prophets?”

12 One from the same place answered,
“Who is their father?” Therefore it be-
came a proverb, “Is Saul also amongst the
prophets?”

13When he had finished prophesying, he
came to the high place.

14 Saul’s uncle said to him and to his ser-
vant, “Where did you go?”
He said, “To seek the donkeys. When we

saw that they were not found, we came to
Samuel.”

15 Saul’s uncle said, “Please tell me what
Samuel said to you.”

16 Saul said to his uncle, “He told us
plainly that the donkeys were found.” But
concerning the matter of the kingdom, of
which Samuel spoke, he didn’t tell him.

17 Samuel called the people together to
the LORD toMizpah;

18 and he said to the children of Israel,
“TheLORD, theGodof Israel, says ‘I brought
Israel up out of Egypt and I delivered you
out of the hand of the Egyptians, and out of
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the handof all the kingdoms that oppressed
you.’

19 But you have today rejected your God,
who himself saves you out of all your
calamities and your distresses; and you
have said to him, ‘No! Set a king over us!’
Now therefore present yourselves before
the LORD by your tribes and by your thou-
sands.”

20 So Samuel brought all the tribes of Is-
rael near, and the tribe of Benjamin was
chosen.

21He brought the tribe of Benjamin near
by their families and the family of the Ma-
triteswas chosen. Then Saul the son of Kish
was chosen; but when they looked for him,
he could not be found.

22 Therefore they asked of the LORD fur-
ther, “Is there yet a man to come here?”
The LORD answered, “Behold, he has hid-

den himself amongst the baggage.”
23 They ran and got him there. When he

stood amongst the people, he was higher
than any of the people from his shoulders
and upward.

24 Samuel said to all the people, “Do you
see him whom the LORD has chosen, that
there is no one like him amongst all the
people?”
All the people shouted and said, “Long

live the king!”
25ThenSamuel told thepeople the regula-

tions of the kingdom, andwrote it in a book
and laid it up before the LORD. Samuel sent
all the people away, everyman to his house.

26 Saul also went to his house in Gibeah;
and the army went with him, whose hearts
God had touched.

27 But certain worthless fellows said,
“How could this man save us?” They de-
spisedhim, andbroughthimno tribute. But
he held his peace.

11
1 Then Nahash the Ammonite came up

and encamped against Jabesh Gilead; and
all themen of Jabesh said to Nahash, “Make
a covenant with us, and wewill serve you.”

2Nahash the Ammonite said to them, “On
this condition I will make it with you, that
all your right eyes be gouged out. I will
make this dishonour all Israel.”

3Theelders of Jabesh said tohim, “Giveus
sevendays, thatwemaysendmessengers to
all the borders of Israel; and then, if there is
no one to save us, we will come out to you.”

4Then the messengers came to Gibeah of
Saul, and spoke these words in the ears of
thepeople, thenall thepeople liftedup their
voice and wept.

5 Behold, Saul came following the oxen
out of thefield; and Saul said, “What ails the

people that they weep?” They told him the
words of themen of Jabesh.

6God’s Spirit camemightily on Saulwhen
he heard those words, and his anger burnt
hot.

7He took a yoke of oxen and cut them in
pieces, then sent them throughout all the
bordersof Israelby thehandofmessengers,
saying, “Whoever doesn’t come out after
Saul and after Samuel, so shall it be done to
his oxen.” The dread of the LORD fell on the
people, and they came out as oneman.

8He counted them in Bezek; and the chil-
dren of Israel were three hundred thou-
sand, and themenof Judah thirty thousand.

9 They said to the messengers who came,
“Tell the men of Jabesh Gilead, ‘Tomorrow,
by the time the sun is hot, you will be res-
cued.’ ” The messengers came and told the
men of Jabesh; and they were glad.

10 Therefore the men of Jabesh said, “To-
morrow we will come out to you, and you
shall do with us all that seems good to you.”

11 On the next day, Saul put the people
in three companies; and they came into the
middle of the camp in the morning watch,
and struck the Ammonites until the heat
of the day. Those who remained were
scattered, so that no two of them were left
together.

12 The people said to Samuel, “Who is he
who said, ‘Shall Saul reign over us?’ Bring
thosemen, that wemay put them to death!”

13Saul said, “Noman shall be put to death
today; for today the LORD has rescued Is-
rael.”

14Then Samuel said to the people, “Come!
Let’s go to Gilgal, and renew the kingdom
there.”

15All the people went to Gilgal; and there
theymade Saul king before the LORD inGil-
gal. There they offered sacrifices of peace
offerings before the LORD; and there Saul
and all the men of Israel rejoiced greatly.

12
1Samuel said to all Israel, “Behold, I have

listened to your voice in all that you said to
me, and havemade a king over you.

2Now, behold, the king walks before you.
I am old and grey-headed. Behold, my sons
are with you. I have walked before you
frommy youth to this day.

3 Here I am. Witness against me before
the LORD and before his anointed. Whose
ox have I taken? Whose donkey have I
taken? Whom have I defrauded? Whom
have I oppressed? Of whose hand have I
taken a bribe to make me blind my eyes? I
will restore it to you.”
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4 They said, “You have not defrauded us,
nor oppressed us, neither have you taken
anything from anyone’s hand.”

5 He said to them, “The LORD is witness
against you, and his anointed is witness
today, that you have not found anything in
my hand.”
They said, “He is witness.”
6Samuel said to thepeople, “It is theLORD

who appointed Moses and Aaron, and that
brought your fathers up out of the land of
Egypt.

7 Now therefore stand still, that I may
pleadwith youbefore theLORDconcerning
all the righteous acts of the LORD, which he
did to you and to your fathers.

8 “When Jacob had come into Egypt, and
your fathers cried to the LORD, then the
LORD sent Moses and Aaron, who brought
your fathers out of Egypt, and made them
to dwell in this place.

9But they forgot the LORD their God; and
he sold theminto thehandof Sisera, captain
of the army of Hazor, and into the hand of
thePhilistines, and into thehandof the king
of Moab; and they fought against them.

10 They cried to the LORD, and said, ‘We
have sinned, because we have forsaken the
LORD and have served the Baals and the
Ashtaroth; but now deliver us out of the
hand of our enemies, and we will serve
you.’

11The LORD sent Jerubbaal, Bedan, Jeph-
thah, and Samuel, and delivered you out of
thehandofyourenemiesonevery side; and
you lived in safety.

12 “When you saw that Nahash the king of
the children of Ammon came against you,
you said to me, ‘No, but a king shall reign
overus,’when theLORDyourGodwas your
king.

13Now therefore see the king whom you
have chosen andwhom you have asked for.
Behold, the LORD has set a king over you.

14 If you will fear the LORD, and serve
him, and listen to his voice, and not rebel
against the commandment of the LORD,
then both you and also the king who reigns
over you are followers of the LORD your
God.

15 But if you will not listen to the LORD’s
voice, but rebel against the commandment
of the LORD, then the LORD’s hand will be
against you, as it was against your fathers.

16 “Now therefore stand still and see this
great thing, which the LORD will do before
your eyes.

17 Isn’t it wheat harvest today? I will call
to the LORD, that he may send thunder and

rain; and you will know and see that your
wickedness is great, which you have done
in the LORD’s sight, in asking for a king.”

18 So Samuel called to the LORD, and the
LORD sent thunder and rain that day. Then
all the people greatly feared the LORD and
Samuel.

19All the people said to Samuel, “Pray for
your servants to the LORD your God, that
wenot die; forwehave added to all our sins
this evil, to ask for a king.”

20 Samuel said to the people, “Don’t be
afraid. You have indeed done all this evil;
yet don’t turn away from following the
LORD, but serve the LORD with all your
heart.

21Don’t turn away to go after vain things
which can’t profit or deliver, for they are
vain.

22 For the LORD will not forsake his peo-
ple for his great name’s sake, because it has
pleased the LORD to make you a people for
himself.

23Moreover, as for me, far be it from me
that I should sinagainst theLORDinceasing
to pray for you; but I will instruct you in the
good and the right way.

24 Only fear the LORD, and serve him in
truth with all your heart; for consider what
great things he has done for you.

25 But if you keep doing evil, you will be
consumed, both you and your king.”

13
1 Saul was thirty years old when he be-

came king, and he reigned over Israel forty-
two years.†

2 Saul chose for himself three thousand
men of Israel, of which two thousand were
with Saul in Michmash and in the Mount
of Bethel, and one thousand were with
Jonathan in Gibeah of Benjamin. He sent
the rest of the people to their own tents.

3 Jonathan struck the garrison of the
Philistines that was in Geba, and the
Philistines heard of it. Saul blew the
trumpet throughout all the land, saying,
“Let the Hebrews hear!”

4All Israel heard that Saul had struck the
garrison of the Philistines, and also that
Israel was considered an abomination to
the Philistines. The people were gathered
together after Saul to Gilgal.

5 The Philistines assembled themselves
together to fight with Israel: thirty thou-
sand chariots, six thousand horsemen, and
people as the sandwhich is on the seashore
in multitude. They came up and encamped
inMichmash, eastward of Beth Aven.

† 13:1: The traditional Hebrew text omits “thirty” and “forty-”. The blanks are filled in here from a fewmanuscripts of
the Septuagint.
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6 When the men of Israel saw that they
were in trouble (for the people were dis-
tressed), then the people hid themselves in
caves, in thickets, in rocks, in tombs, and in
pits.

7Nowsomeof theHebrewshadgoneover
the Jordan to the landofGadandGilead; but
as for Saul, he was yet in Gilgal, and all the
people followed him trembling.

8 He stayed seven days, according to the
time set by Samuel; but Samuel didn’t come
to Gilgal, and the people were scattering
from him.

9 Saul said, “Bring the burnt offering to
me here, and the peace offerings.” He of-
fered the burnt offering.

10 It came to pass that as soon as he had
finishedoffering theburnt offering, behold,
Samuel came; and Saul went out to meet
him, that hemight greet him.

11 Samuel said, “What have you done?”
Saul said, “Because I saw that the peo-

ple were scattered from me, and that you
didn’t comewithin the days appointed, and
that the Philistines assembled themselves
together at Michmash,

12 therefore I said, ‘Now the Philistines
will come down on me to Gilgal, and I
haven’t entreated the favour of the LORD.’
I forced myself therefore, and offered the
burnt offering.”

13 Samuel said to Saul, “You have done
foolishly. You have not kept the command-
ment of the LORD your God, which he com-
manded you; for now theLORDwouldhave
established your kingdomon Israel forever.

14 But now your kingdom will not con-
tinue. The LORD has sought for himself a
man after his own heart, and the LORD has
appointed him to be prince over his people,
because you have not kept that which the
LORD commanded you.”

15 Samuel arose, and went from Gilgal
to Gibeah of Benjamin. Saul counted the
people who were present with him, about
six hundredmen.

16 Saul, and Jonathan his son, and the
peoplewhowere presentwith them, stayed
in Geba of Benjamin; but the Philistines
encamped inMichmash.

17 The raiders came out of the camp of
the Philistines in three companies: one
company turned to the way that leads to
Ophrah, to the land of Shual;

18 another company turned the way to
Beth Horon; and another company turned
the way of the border that looks down on
the valley of Zeboim towards the wilder-
ness.

19 Now there was no blacksmith found
throughout all the land of Israel, for the
Philistines said, “Lest the Hebrews make
themselves swords or spears”;

20 but all the Israelites went down to the
Philistines, each man to sharpen his own
ploughshare, mattock, axe, and sickle.

21 The price was one payim‡ each to
sharpen mattocks, ploughshares, pitch-
forks, axes, and goads.

22 So it came to pass in the day of battle
that neither sword nor spear was found in
thehandofanyof thepeoplewhowerewith
Saul and Jonathan; but Saul and Jonathan
his son had them.

23The garrison of the Philistineswent out
to the pass of Michmash.

14
1Now it happened on a day that Jonathan

the son of Saul said to the young man who
bore his armour, “Come! Let’s go over to
the Philistines’ garrison that is on the other
side.” But he didn’t tell his father.

2 Saul stayed in the uttermost part of
Gibeah under the pomegranate tree which
is inMigron; and the peoplewhowerewith
himwere about six hundredmen,

3 including Ahijah the son of Ahitub, Ich-
abod’s brother, the son of Phinehas, the
son of Eli the priest of the LORD in Shiloh,
wearing an ephod. The people didn’t know
that Jonathan was gone.

4Between the passes, by which Jonathan
sought to go over to the Philistines’ garri-
son, there was a rocky crag on the one side
and a rocky crag on the other side; and the
nameof the onewasBozez, and thenameof
the other Seneh.

5 The one crag rose up on the north in
front of Michmash, and the other on the
south in front of Geba.

6 Jonathan said to the young man who
bore his armour, “Come! Let’s go over to the
garrison of these uncircumcised. It may be
that the LORD will work for us, for there is
no restraint on theLORD to savebymanyor
by few.”

7 His armour bearer said to him, “Do all
that is in your heart. Go, and behold, I am
with you according to your heart.”

8 Then Jonathan said, “Behold, we will
pass over to the men, and we will reveal
ourselves to them.

9 If they say this to us, ‘Wait until we come
to you!’ then we will stand still in our place
and will not go up to them.

10But if they say this, ‘Comeup tous!’ then
we will go up, for the LORD has delivered

‡ 13:21: A payim (or pim) was 2/3 shekel of silver, or 0.26 ounces, or 7.6 grams
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them into our hand. This shall be the sign
to us.”

11 Both of them revealed themselves to
the garrison of the Philistines; and the
Philistines said, “Behold, the Hebrews are
coming out of the holes where they had
hidden themselves!”

12 The men of the garrison answered
Jonathan and his armour bearer, and said,
“Comeup tous, andwewill showyou some-
thing!”
Jonathan said to his armour bearer,

“Come up after me, for the LORD has
delivered them into the hand of Israel.”

13 Jonathan climbed up on his hands and
on his feet, and his armour bearer after
him, and they fell before Jonathan; and his
armour bearer killed them after him.

14 That first slaughter, which Jonathan
and his armour bearer made, was about
twenty men, within as it were half a fur-
row’s length in an acre of land.

15 There was a trembling in the camp, in
the field, and amongst all the people; the
garrison and the raiders also trembled; and
the earth quaked, so there was an exceed-
ingly great trembling.

16Thewatchmenof Saul inGibeahofBen-
jamin looked; and behold, the multitude
melted away and scattered.

17 Then Saul said to the people who were
with him, “Count now, and see who is miss-
ing from us.” When they had counted, be-
hold, Jonathan andhis armour bearerwere
not there.

18 Saul said to Ahijah, “Bring God’s ark
here.” For God’s ark was with the children
of Israel at that time.

19While Saul talked to the priest, the tu-
mult that was in the camp of the Philistines
went on and increased; and Saul said to the
priest, “Withdraw your hand!”

20 Saul and all the people who were with
him were gathered together, and came to
thebattle; andbehold, theywereall striking
each other with their swords in very great
confusion.

21 Now the Hebrews who were with the
Philistines before and who went up with
them into the camp from all around, even
they also turned to be with the Israelites
whowere with Saul and Jonathan.

22 Likewise all the men of Israel who
had hidden themselves in the hill coun-
try of Ephraim, when they heard that the
Philistines fled, even they also followed
hard after them in the battle.

23 So the LORD saved Israel that day; and
the battle passed over by Beth Aven.

24 The men of Israel were distressed that
day; for Saul had adjured the people, say-
ing, “Cursed is the man who eats any food

until it is evening, and I am avenged of my
enemies.” Sononeof thepeople tasted food.

25All the people came into the forest; and
there was honey on the ground.

26When the people had come to the for-
est, behold, honeywas dripping, but no one
put his hand to his mouth, for the people
feared the oath.

27 But Jonathan didn’t hear when his fa-
ther commanded the people with the oath.
Therefore he put out the end of the rod
that was in his hand and dipped it in the
honeycomb, and put his hand to hismouth;
and his eyes brightened.

28 Then one of the people answered, and
said, “Your father directly commanded the
people with an oath, saying, ‘Cursed is the
man who eats food today.’ ” So the people
were faint.

29 Then Jonathan said, “My father has
troubled the land. Please look howmy eyes
have brightened because I tasted a little of
this honey.

30Howmuchmore, if perhaps the people
had eaten freely today of the plunder of
their enemies which they found? For now
there has been no great slaughter amongst
the Philistines.”

31 They struck the Philistines that day
fromMichmash toAijalon. Thepeoplewere
very faint;

32 and the people pounced on the plun-
der, and took sheep, cattle, and calves, and
killed them on the ground; and the people
ate themwith the blood.

33 Then they told Saul, saying, “Behold,
the people are sinning against the LORD, in
that they eat meat with the blood.”
He said, “You have dealt treacherously.

Roll a large stone to me today!”
34 Saul said, “Disperse yourselves

amongst the people, and tell them, ‘Every
man bring me here his ox, and every man
his sheep, and kill them here, and eat; and
don’t sin against the LORD in eating meat
with the blood.’ ” All the people brought
every man his ox with him that night, and
killed them there.

35Saul built analtar to theLORD.Thiswas
the first altar that he built to the LORD.

36 Saul said, “Let’s go down after the
Philistines by night, and take plunder
amongst themuntil themorning light. Let’s
not leave aman of them.”
They said, “Do whatever seems good to

you.”
Then the priest said, “Let’s draw near

here to God.”
37 Saul asked counsel of God: “Shall I go

down after the Philistines? Will you deliver
them into the hand of Israel?” But he didn’t
answer him that day.
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38 Saul said, “Draw near here, all you
chiefs of the people, and know and see in
whom this sin has been today.

39 For as the LORD lives, who saves Is-
rael, though it is in Jonathan my son, he
shall surely die.” But there was not a man
amongst all the people who answered him.

40Thenhe said toall Israel, “Youbeonone
side, and I and Jonathan my son will be on
the other side.”
The people said to Saul, “Do what seems

good to you.”
41 Therefore Saul said to the LORD, the

God of Israel, “Show the right.”
Jonathan and Saul were chosen, but the

people escaped.
42 Saul said, “Cast lots between me and

Jonathanmy son.”
Jonathan was selected.
43 Then Saul said to Jonathan, “Tell me

what you have done!”
Jonathan told him, and said, “I certainly

did taste a little honey with the end of the
rod thatwas inmyhand; andbehold, Imust
die.”

44Saul said, “God do so andmore also; for
you shall surely die, Jonathan.”

45Thepeople said to Saul, “Shall Jonathan
die, who has worked this great salvation
in Israel? Far from it! As the LORD lives,
there shallnotonehairofhishead fall to the
ground, for hehasworkedwithGod today!”
So thepeople rescued Jonathan, sohedidn’t
die.

46 Then Saul went up from following the
Philistines; and the Philistineswent to their
own place.

47 Now when Saul had taken the king-
dom over Israel, he fought against all his
enemies on every side: against Moab, and
against the children of Ammon, and against
Edom, and against the kings of Zobah, and
against thePhilistines. Whereverhe turned
himself, he defeated them.

48 He did valiantly and struck the
Amalekites, and delivered Israel out of the
hands of those who plundered them.

49 Now the sons of Saul were Jonathan,
Ishvi, and Malchishua; and the names of
his two daughters were these: the name of
the firstborn Merab, and the name of the
younger Michal.

50 The name of Saul’s wife was Ahinoam
the daughter of Ahimaaz. The name of the
captain of his army was Abner the son of
Ner, Saul’s uncle.

51Kishwas the father of Saul, andNer the
father of Abner was the son of Abiel.

52 There was severe war against the
Philistines all the days of Saul; and when
Saul saw any mighty man or any valiant
man, he took him into his service.

15
1 Samuel said to Saul, “The LORD sent me

to anoint you to be king over his people,
over Israel. Now therefore listen to the
voice of the LORD’s words.

2 The LORD of Armies says, ‘I remember
what Amalek did to Israel, how he set him-
self against him on the way when he came
up out of Egypt.

3 Now go and strike Amalek, and utterly
destroy all that they have, and don’t spare
them; but kill bothman andwoman, infant
and nursing baby, ox and sheep, camel and
donkey.’ ”

4Saul summoned thepeople, andcounted
them in Telaim, two hundred thousand
footmen and ten thousandmen of Judah.

5 Saul came to the city of Amalek, and set
an ambush in the valley.

6 Saul said to the Kenites, “Go, depart,
go down from amongst the Amalekites, lest
I destroy you with them; for you showed
kindness to all the children of Israel when
they came up out of Egypt.” So the Kenites
departed from amongst the Amalekites.

7 Saul struck the Amalekites, from Havi-
lah as you go to Shur, which is before Egypt.

8He took Agag the king of the Amalekites
alive, and utterly destroyed all the people
with the edge of the sword.

9 But Saul and the people spared Agag
and the best of the sheep, of the cattle, of
the fat calves, of the lambs, and all that
was good, and were not willing to utterly
destroy them; but everything that was vile
and refuse, that they destroyed utterly.

10Then the LORD’sword came to Samuel,
saying,

11 “It grieves me that I have set up Saul
to be king, for he has turned back from
following me, and has not performed my
commandments.” Samuel was angry; and
he cried to the LORD all night.

12 Samuel rose early to meet Saul in the
morning; and Samuel was told, saying,
“Saul came to Carmel, and behold, he set up
amonument for himself, turned, passedon,
and went down to Gilgal.”

13 Samuel came to Saul; and Saul said
to him, “You are blessed by the LORD! I
have performed the commandment of the
LORD.”

14 Samuel said, “Then what does this
bleating of the sheep in my ears and the
lowing of the cattle which I hear mean?”

15 Saul said, “They have brought them
from the Amalekites; for the people spared
the best of the sheep and of the cattle, to
sacrifice to the LORD your God. We have
utterly destroyed the rest.”
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16 Then Samuel said to Saul, “Stay, and I
will tell you what the LORD said to me last
night.”
He said to him, “Say on.”
17Samuel said, “Though youwere little in

your own sight, weren’t youmade the head
of the tribes of Israel? The LORD anointed
you king over Israel;

18 and the LORD sent you on a journey,
and said, ‘Go, and utterly destroy the sin-
ners the Amalekites, and fight against them
until they are consumed.’

19 Why then didn’t you obey the LORD’s
voice, but took the plunder, and did that
which was evil in the LORD’s sight?”

20Saul said to Samuel, “But I have obeyed
the LORD’s voice, and have gone the way
which the LORD sentme, and have brought
Agag the king of Amalek, and have utterly
destroyed the Amalekites.

21 But the people took of the plunder,
sheep and cattle, the best of the devoted
things, to sacrifice to the LORD your God in
Gilgal.”

22 Samuel said, “Has the LORD as great
delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as
in obeying the LORD’s voice? Behold, to
obey is better than sacrifice, and to listen
than the fat of rams.

23For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft,
and stubbornness is as idolatry and
teraphim.† Because you have rejected the
LORD’s word, he has also rejected you from
being king.”

24 Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned; for
I have transgressed the commandment of
the LORD and yourwords, because I feared
the people and obeyed their voice.

25 Now therefore, please pardon my sin,
and turn againwithme, that Imayworship
the LORD.”

26 Samuel said to Saul, “I will not return
with you; for you have rejected the LORD’s
word, and the LORD has rejected you from
being king over Israel.”

27 As Samuel turned around to go away,
Saul grabbed the skirt of his robe, and it
tore.

28Samuel said tohim, “TheLORDhas torn
the kingdom of Israel from you today, and
has given it to a neighbour of yours who is
better than you.

29 Also the Strength of Israel will not lie
nor repent; for he is not a man, that he
should repent.”

30Then he said, “I have sinned; yet please
honour me now before the elders of my
people and before Israel, and come back
withme, that I mayworship the LORD your
God.”

31 So Samuel went back with Saul; and
Saul worshipped the LORD.

32Then Samuel said, “Bring Agag the king
of the Amalekites here to me!”
Agag came to him cheerfully. Agag said,

“Surely the bitterness of death is past.”
33 Samuel said, “As your sword has made

women childless, so your mother will be
childless amongst women!” Then Samuel
cutAgag inpiecesbefore theLORD inGilgal.

34 Then Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul
went up to his house to Gibeah of Saul.

35 Samuel came no more to see Saul until
the day of his death, but Samuel mourned
for Saul. The LORD grieved that he had
made Saul king over Israel.

16
1TheLORDsaid toSamuel, “Howlongwill

you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected
him from being king over Israel? Fill your
hornwithoil, andgo. Iwill sendyou to Jesse
theBethlehemite, for I haveprovidedaking
for myself amongst his sons.”

2 Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul
hears it, he will kill me.”
The LORD said, “Take a heifer with you,

and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the
LORD.’

3Call Jesse to the sacrifice, and Iwill show
you what you shall do. You shall anoint to
me himwhom I name to you.”

4 Samuel did that which the LORD spoke,
and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the
city came to meet him trembling, and said,
“Do you come peaceably?”

5 He said, “Peaceably; I have come to
sacrifice to the LORD. Sanctify yourselves,
andcomewithme to the sacrifice.” Hesanc-
tified Jesse and his sons, and called them to
the sacrifice.

6When theyhad come, he looked at Eliab,
and said, “Surely the LORD’s anointed is
before him.”

7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Don’t
look on his face, or on the height of his
stature, because I have rejected him; for I
don’t see as man sees. For man looks at the
outward appearance, but the LORD looks at
the heart.”

8 Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made
him pass before Samuel. He said, “The
LORD has not chosen this one, either.”

9 Then Jesse made Shammah to pass by.
He said, “The LORDhas not chosen this one,
either.”

10 Jesse made seven of his sons to pass
before Samuel. Samuel said to Jesse, “The
LORD has not chosen these.”

† 15:23: teraphim were household idols that may have been associated with inheritance rights to the household
property.
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11 Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your chil-
dren here?”
He said, “There remains yet the youngest.

Behold, he is keeping the sheep.”
Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and get him,

for we will not sit down until he comes
here.”

12 He sent, and brought him in. Now he
was ruddy, with a handsome face and good
appearance. The LORD said, “Arise! Anoint
him, for this is he.”

13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and
anointed him in the middle of his brothers.
Then the LORD’s Spirit came mightily on
David from that day forward. So Samuel
rose up andwent to Ramah.

14 Now the LORD’s Spirit departed from
Saul, and an evil spirit from the LORD trou-
bled him.

15 Saul’s servants said to him, “See now,
an evil spirit from God troubles you.

16 Let our lord now command your ser-
vants who are in front of you to seek out
a man who is a skilful player on the harp.
Then when the evil spirit from God is on
you, hewill playwith his hand, and youwill
be well.”

17 Saul said to his servants, “Provide me
now a man who can play well, and bring
him tome.”

18 Then one of the young men answered
and said, “Behold, I have seen a son of Jesse
the Bethlehemite who is skilful in playing,
a mighty man of valour, a man of war,
prudent in speech, andahandsomeperson;
and the LORD is with him.”

19 Therefore Saul sent messengers to
Jesse, and said, “Send me David your son,
who is with the sheep.”

20 Jesse took a donkey loaded with bread,
a container of wine, and a young goat, and
sent them by David his son to Saul.

21 David came to Saul and stood before
him. He loved him greatly; and he became
his armour bearer.

22 Saul sent to Jesse, saying, “Please let
David stand before me, for he has found
favour inmy sight.”

23When the spirit from God was on Saul,
David took the harp and played with his
hand; so Saul was refreshed and was well,
and the evil spirit departed from him.

17
1 Now the Philistines gathered together

their armies to battle; and they were gath-
ered together at Socoh, which belongs to
Judah, and encamped between Socoh and
Azekah in Ephesdammim.

2 Saul and the men of Israel were gath-
ered together, and encamped in the valley
of Elah, and set the battle in array against
the Philistines.

3 The Philistines stood on the mountain
on the one side, and Israel stood on the
mountain on the other side: and there was
a valley between them.

4 A champion out of the camp of the
Philistines named Goliath of Gath, whose
height was six cubits and a span†went out.

5He had a helmet of bronze on his head,
and he wore a coat of mail; and the weight
of the coat was five thousand shekels‡ of
bronze.

6He had bronze shin armour on his legs
andabronze javelinbetweenhis shoulders.

7The staff of his spearwas like aweaver’s
beam; and his spear’s head weighed six
hundred shekels of iron.§ His shield bearer
went before him.

8 He stood and cried to the armies of
Israel, and said to them, “Why have you
come out to set your battle in array? Am I
not a Philistine, and you servants to Saul?
Choose a man for yourselves, and let him
come down tome.

9 If he is able to fight with me and kill
me, then will we be your servants; but if I
prevail against him and kill him, then you
will be our servants and serve us.”

10ThePhilistine said, “I defy the armies of
Israel today! Give me a man, that we may
fight together!”

11 When Saul and all Israel heard those
words of the Philistine, theywere dismayed
and greatly afraid.

12 Now David was the son of that
Ephrathite of Bethlehem Judah, whose
namewas Jesse; and he had eight sons. The
man was an elderly old man in the days of
Saul.

13The three oldest sons of Jesse had gone
after Saul to the battle; and the names of his
three sonswhowent to thebattlewereEliab
the firstborn, and next to him Abinadab,
and the third Shammah.

14David was the youngest; and the three
oldest followed Saul.

† 17:4: A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimetres. A span is the length from the tip of aman’s thumb to the tip of his little fingerwhenhis hand is stretched out
(about half a cubit, or 9 inches, or 22.8 cm.) Therefore, Goliathwas about 9 feet and 9 inches or 2.97metres tall. ‡ 17:5:

A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 5000 shekels is about 50 kilograms or 110 pounds. § 17:7: A shekel
is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 600 shekels is about 6 kilograms or about 13 pounds.
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15 Now David went back and forth from
Saul to feedhis father’s sheep at Bethlehem.

16 The Philistine came near morning and
evening, and presented himself forty days.

17 Jesse said to David his son, “Now take
for your brothers an ephah† of this parched
grain and these ten loaves, and carry them
quickly to the camp to your brothers;

18 and bring these ten cheeses to the cap-
tain of their thousand; and see how your
brothers are doing, and bring back news.”

19 Now Saul, and they, and all the men
of Israel were in the valley of Elah, fighting
with the Philistines.

20 David rose up early in the morning
and left the sheep with a keeper, and took
the provisions and went, as Jesse had com-
manded him. He came to the place of the
wagons as the armywhichwas going out to
the fight shouted for the battle.

21 Israel and the Philistines put the battle
in array, army against army.

22David left his baggage in thehandof the
keeper of the baggage and ran to the army,
and came and greeted his brothers.

23 As he talked with them, behold, the
champion, the Philistine of Gath, Goliath
by name, came up out of the ranks of the
Philistines, and said the same words; and
David heard them.

24All themenof Israel,when they saw the
man, fled from him andwere terrified.

25The men of Israel said, “Have you seen
this man who has come up? He has surely
come up to defy Israel. The king will give
great riches to the man who kills him, and
will give him his daughter, and will make
his father’s house tax-free in Israel.”

26 David spoke to the men who stood by
him, saying, “What shall be done to theman
who kills this Philistine and takes away the
reproach from Israel? Forwho is this uncir-
cumcised Philistine, that he should defy the
armies of the living God?”

27 The people answered him in this way,
saying, “So shall it be done to the man who
kills him.”

28Eliab his oldest brother heard when he
spoke to the men; and Eliab’s anger burnt
against David, and he said, “Why have you
come down? With whom have you left
those few sheep in the wilderness? I know
your pride and the evil of your heart; for
youhave comedown that youmight see the
battle.”

29David said, “What have I now done? Is
there not a cause?”

30He turned away from him towards an-
other, and spoke like that again; and the
people answered him again the sameway.

31 When the words were heard which
David spoke, they rehearsed them before
Saul; and he sent for him.

32David said to Saul, “Let no man’s heart
fail because of him. Your servant will go
and fight with this Philistine.”

33 Saul said to David, “You are not able to
go against this Philistine to fight with him;
for youarebut a youth, andheamanofwar
from his youth.”

34 David said to Saul, “Your servant was
keeping his father’s sheep; and when a lion
or a bear came and took a lamb out of the
flock,

35 I went out after him, struck him, and
rescued it out of his mouth. When he
arose againstme, I caught himbyhis beard,
struck him, and killed him.

36 Your servant struck both the lion and
the bear. This uncircumcised Philistine
shall be as one of them, since he has defied
the armies of the living God.”

37 David said, “The LORD, who delivered
me out of the paw of the lion and out of the
paw of the bear, will deliver me out of the
hand of this Philistine.”
Saul said to David, “Go! The LORDwill be

with you.”
38 Saul dressed David with his clothing.

He put a helmet of bronze on his head, and
he clad himwith a coat of mail.

39David strapped his sword on his cloth-
ing and he tried to move, for he had not
tested it. David said to Saul, “I can’t go with
these, for I have not tested them.” Then
David took them off.

40He took his staff in his hand, and chose
for himself five smooth stones out of the
brook, and put them in the pouch of his
shepherd’s bag which he had. His sling
was in his hand; and he came near to the
Philistine.

41 The Philistine walked and came near
to David; and the man who bore the shield
went before him.

42When the Philistine looked around and
sawDavid, hedisdainedhim; forhewasbut
a youth, and ruddy, and had a good looking
face.

43 The Philistine said to David, “Am I a
dog, that you come to me with sticks?” The
Philistine cursed David by his gods.

44 The Philistine said to David, “Come to
me, and I will give your flesh to the birds of
the sky and to the animals of the field.”

45 Then David said to the Philistine, “You
come to me with a sword, with a spear,
and with a javelin; but I come to you in the
name of the LORD of Armies, the God of the
armies of Israel, whom you have defied.

† 17:17: 1 ephah is about 22 litres or about 2/3 of a bushel
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46 Today, the LORD will deliver you into
my hand. I will strike you and take your
head from off you. I will give the dead
bodiesof thearmyof thePhilistines today to
the birds of the sky and to the wild animals
of the earth, that all the earth may know
that there is a God in Israel,

47 and that all this assembly may know
that the LORD doesn’t save with sword and
spear; for the battle is the LORD’s, and he
will give you into our hand.”

48When the Philistine arose, and walked
and came near to meet David, David hur-
ried and ran towards the army to meet the
Philistine.

49 David put his hand in his bag, took a
stone and slung it, and struck the Philistine
in his forehead. The stone sank into his
forehead, andhe fell onhis face to theearth.

50 So David prevailed over the Philistine
with a sling andwith a stone, and struck the
Philistine and killed him; but there was no
sword in David’s hand.

51 Then David ran, stood over the Philis-
tine, took his sword, drew it out of its
sheath, killed him, and cut off his headwith
it.
When thePhilistines saw that their cham-

pion was dead, they fled.
52 The men of Israel and of Judah arose

and shouted, and pursued the Philistines as
far as Gai and to the gates of Ekron. The
wounded of the Philistines fell down by the
way toShaaraim, even toGathand toEkron.

53 The children of Israel returned from
chasing after the Philistines, and they plun-
dered their camp.

54 David took the head of the Philistine
and brought it to Jerusalem, but he put his
armour in his tent.

55WhenSaul sawDavidgoout against the
Philistine, he said to Abner, the captain of
the army, “Abner, whose son is this youth?”
Abner said, “As your soul lives, O king, I

can’t tell.”
56 The king said, “Enquire whose son the

youngman is!”
57 As David returned from the slaugh-

ter of the Philistine, Abner took him and
brought him before Saul with the head of
the Philistine in his hand.

58 Saul said to him, “Whose son are you,
you youngman?”
David answered, “I am the son of your

servant Jesse the Bethlehemite.”

18
1When he had finished speaking to Saul,

the soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul
of David, and Jonathan loved him as his
own soul.

2 Saul took him that day, and wouldn’t let
himgohome tohis father’s houseanymore.

3 Then Jonathan and David made a
covenant, because he loved him as his own
soul.

4 Jonathan stripped himself of the robe
that was on him and gave it to David with
his clothing, even including his sword, his
bow, and his sash.

5Davidwent outwherever Saul sent him,
and behaved himself wisely; and Saul set
him over themen of war. It was good in the
sight of all the people, and also in the sight
of Saul’s servants.

6 As they came, when David returned
from the slaughter of the Philistine, the
women came out of all the cities of Israel,
singing anddancing, tomeet King Saulwith
tambourines, with joy, and with instru-
ments of music.

7The women sang to one another as they
played, and said,
“Saul has slain his thousands,

and David his ten thousands.”
8Saul was very angry, and this saying dis-

pleased him. He said, “They have credited
David with ten thousands, and they have
only creditedmewith thousands. What can
he havemore but the kingdom?”

9 Saul watched David from that day and
forward.

10On the next day, an evil spirit fromGod
came mightily on Saul, and he prophesied
in the middle of the house. David played
with his hand, as he did day by day. Saul
had his spear in his hand;

11and Saul threw the spear, for he said, “I
will pin David to the wall!” David escaped
from his presence twice.

12 Saul was afraid of David, because the
LORDwaswithhim, andhaddeparted from
Saul.

13 Therefore Saul removed him from his
presence, and made him his captain over
a thousand; and he went out and came in
before the people.

14David behaved himself wisely in all his
ways; and the LORDwas with him.

15 When Saul saw that he behaved him-
self very wisely, he stood in awe of him.

16Butall Israel and Judah lovedDavid; for
he went out and came in before them.

17 Saul said to David, “Behold, my elder
daughter Merab. I will give her to you as
wife. Only be valiant for me, and fight the
LORD’s battles.” For Saul said, “Don’t let
my hand be on him, but let the hand of the
Philistines be on him.”

18David said to Saul, “WhoamI, andwhat
is my life, or my father’s family in Israel,
that I should be son-in-law to the king?”
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19 But at the time when Merab, Saul’s
daughter, should have been given to David,
she was given to Adriel the Meholathite as
wife.

20 Michal, Saul’s daughter, loved David;
and they told Saul, and the thing pleased
him.

21 Saul said, I will give her to him, that
she may be a snare to him and that the
hand of the Philistines may be against him.
Therefore Saul said to David a second time,
“You shall today bemy son-in-law.”

22 Saul commanded his servants, “Talk
with David secretly, and say, ‘Behold, the
king has delight in you, and all his servants
love you. Now therefore be the king’s son-
in-law.’ ”

23 Saul’s servants spoke those words in
the ears of David. David said, “Does it seem
to you a light thing to be the king’s son-
in-law, since I am a poor man and little
known?”

24 The servants of Saul told him, saying,
“David spoke like this.”

25 Saul said, “Tell David, ‘The king de-
sires no dowry except one hundred fore-
skins of the Philistines, to be avenged of
the king’s enemies.’ ” Now Saul thought he
would make David fall by the hand of the
Philistines.

26 When his servants told David these
words, it pleased Davidwell to be the king’s
son-in-law. Before the deadline,

27 David arose and went, he and his
men, and killed two hundred men of the
Philistines. Then David brought their fore-
skins, and they gave them in full number to
the king, that he might be the king’s son-in-
law. Then Saul gave him Michal his daugh-
ter as wife.

28 Saul saw and knew that the LORD was
with David; and Michal, Saul’s daughter,
loved him.

29 Saul was even more afraid of David;
and Saul was David’s enemy continually.

30Then the princes of the Philistineswent
out; and as often as theywent out, David be-
haved himself more wisely than all the ser-
vants of Saul, so that his name was highly
esteemed.

19
1 Saul spoke to Jonathan his son and to

all his servants, that they should kill David.
But Jonathan, Saul’s son, greatly delighted
in David.

2 Jonathan told David, saying, “Saul my
father seeks to kill you. Now therefore,
please take care of yourself in themorning,
live in a secret place, and hide yourself.

3 I will go out and stand beside my father
in the field where you are, and I will talk
with my father about you; and if I see any-
thing, I will tell you.”

4 Jonathan spoke good of David to Saul
his father, and said to him, “Don’t let the
king sin against his servant, against David;
because he has not sinned against you, and
because his works have been very good
towards you;

5 for he put his life in his hand and struck
the Philistine, and the LORDworked a great
victory for all Israel. You saw it and re-
joiced. Why then will you sin against inno-
cent blood, to kill David without a cause?”

6 Saul listened to the voice of Jonathan;
and Saul swore, “As the LORD lives, he shall
not be put to death.”

7 Jonathan called David, and Jonathan
showedhimall those things. Then Jonathan
brought David to Saul, and he was in his
presence as before.

8 There was war again. David went out
and fought with the Philistines, and killed
them with a great slaughter; and they fled
before him.

9Anevil spirit from theLORDwasonSaul
as he sat in his house with his spear in his
hand; andDavidwasplayingmusicwithhis
hand.

10 Saul sought to pin David to the wall
with the spear, but he slipped away out of
Saul’s presence; and he stuck the spear into
the wall. David fled and escaped that night.

11 Saul sent messengers to David’s house
towatchhimand to kill him in themorning.
Michal, David’s wife, told him, saying, “If
you don’t save your life tonight, tomorrow
youwill be killed.”

12 So Michal let David down through the
window. He went away, fled, and escaped.

13Michal took the teraphim† and laid it in
the bed, and put a pillow of goats’ hair at its
head and covered it with clothes.

14 When Saul sent messengers to take
David, she said, “He is sick.”

15 Saul sent the messengers to see David,
saying, “Bring him up tome in the bed, that
I may kill him.”

16When themessengers came in, behold,
the teraphimwas in thebed,with thepillow
of goats’ hair at its head.

17 Saul said to Michal, “Why have you
deceived me like this and let my enemy go,
so that he has escaped?”
Michal answered Saul, “He said to me,

‘Let me go! Why should I kill you?’ ”
18NowDavid fled and escaped, and came

to Samuel at Ramah, and told him all that
† 19:13: teraphim were household idols that may have been associated with inheritance rights to the household
property.
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Saul had done to him. He and Samuel went
and lived in Naioth.

19 Saul was told, saying, “Behold, David is
at Naioth in Ramah.”

20 Saul sent messengers to seize David;
and when they saw the company of the
prophets prophesying, and Samuel stand-
ing as head over them, God’s Spirit came
on Saul’s messengers, and they also proph-
esied.

21When Saul was told, he sent othermes-
sengers, and they also prophesied. Saul
sent messengers again the third time, and
they also prophesied.

22Then he also went to Ramah, and came
to the great well that is in Secu: and he
asked, “Where are Samuel and David?”
One said, “Behold, they are at Naioth in

Ramah.”
23 He went there to Naioth in Ramah.

Then God’s Spirit came on him also, and he
went on, and prophesied, until he came to
Naioth in Ramah.

24He also stripped off his clothes. He also
prophesied before Samuel and lay down
naked all that day and all that night. There-
fore they say, “Is Saul also amongst the
prophets?”

20
1 David fled from Naioth in Ramah, and

came and said to Jonathan, “What have I
done? What is my iniquity? What is my sin
before your father, that he seeks my life?”

2He said to him, “Far from it; youwill not
die. Behold, my father does nothing either
great or small, but that he discloses it tome.
Why would my father hide this thing from
me? It is not so.”

3 David swore moreover, and said,
“Your father knows well that I have found
favour in your eyes; and he says, ‘Don’t let
Jonathan know this, lest he be grieved;’ but
truly as the LORD lives, and as your soul
lives, there is but a step between me and
death.”

4Then Jonathan said toDavid, “Whatever
your soul desires, I will even do it for you.”

5David said to Jonathan, “Behold, tomor-
row is the new moon, and I should not fail
to dine with the king; but let me go, that I
may hidemyself in the field to the third day
at evening.

6 If your father misses me at all, then say,
‘David earnestly asked leave of me that he
might run to Bethlehem, his city; for it is the
yearly sacrifice there for all the family.’

7 If he says, ‘It is well,’ your servant shall
have peace; but if he is angry, then know
that evil is determined by him.

8 Therefore deal kindly with your ser-
vant, for you have brought your servant

into a covenant of the LORDwith you; but if
there is iniquity in me, kill me yourself, for
why should you bringme to your father?”

9 Jonathan said, “Far be it from you; for
if I should at all know that evil were deter-
mined by my father to come on you, then
wouldn’t I tell you that?”

10ThenDavid said to Jonathan, “Whowill
tellme if your fatheranswersyouroughly?”

11 Jonathan said to David, “Come! Let’s go
out into the field.” They both went out into
the field.

12 Jonathan said to David, “By the LORD,
the God of Israel, when I have sounded out
my father about this time tomorrow, or the
third day, behold, if there is good towards
David, won’t I then send to you and disclose
it to you?

13 The LORD do so to Jonathan and more
also, should it please my father to do you
evil, if I don’t disclose it to you and send you
away, that you may go in peace. May the
LORD be with you as he has been with my
father.

14 You shall not only show me the loving
kindness of the LORDwhile I still live, that I
not die;

15but you shall also not cut off your kind-
ness from my house forever, no, not when
the LORD has cut off every one of the ene-
miesofDavid fromthesurfaceof theearth.”

16 So Jonathan made a covenant with
David’s house, saying, “The LORD will re-
quire it at the hand of David’s enemies.”

17 Jonathan caused David to swear again,
for the love that he had to him; for he loved
him as he loved his own soul.

18Then Jonathan said to him, “Tomorrow
is the new moon, and you will be missed,
because your seat will be empty.

19 When you have stayed three days, go
down quickly and come to the place where
you hid yourself when this started, and re-
main by the stone Ezel.

20 I will shoot three arrows on its side, as
though I shot at a mark.

21Behold, I will send the boy, saying, ‘Go,
find the arrows!’ If I tell the boy, ‘Behold,
the arrows are on this side of you. Take
them;’ then come, for there is peace to you
and no danger, as the LORD lives.

22 But if I say this to the boy, ‘Behold, the
arrows are beyond you,’ then go your way,
for the LORD has sent you away.

23 Concerning the matter which you and
I have spoken of, behold, the LORD is be-
tween you andme forever.”

24So David hid himself in the field. When
the new moon had come, the king sat him-
self down to eat food.

25 The king sat on his seat, as at other
times, even on the seat by the wall; and
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Jonathan stood up, and Abner sat by Saul’s
side, but David’s place was empty.

26 Nevertheless Saul didn’t say anything
that day, for he thought, “Something has
happened to him. He is not clean. Surely he
is not clean.”

27Onthenextdayafter thenewmoon, the
second day, David’s place was empty. Saul
said to Jonathan his son, “Why didn’t the
son of Jesse come to eat, either yesterday, or
today?”

28 Jonathan answered Saul, “David
earnestly asked permission of me to go to
Bethlehem.

29He said, ‘Please letmego, for our family
has a sacrifice in the city. My brother has
commanded me to be there. Now, if I have
found favour in your eyes, please let me go
away and see my brothers.’ Therefore he
has not come to the king’s table.”

30 Then Saul’s anger burnt against
Jonathan, and he said to him, “You son of
a perverse rebellious woman, don’t I know
that you have chosen the son of Jesse to
your own shame, and to the shame of your
mother’s nakedness?

31 For as long as the son of Jesse lives on
the earth, you will not be established, nor
will your kingdom. Therefore now send
and bring him to me, for he shall surely
die!”

32 Jonathan answered Saul his father, and
said tohim, “Whyshouldhebeput todeath?
What has he done?”

33 Saul cast his spear at him to strike him.
By this Jonathan knew that his father was
determined to put David to death.

34 So Jonathan arose from the table in
fierce anger, and ate no food the second
day of the month; for he was grieved for
David, because his father had treated him
shamefully.

35 In themorning, Jonathanwent out into
the field at the time appointed with David,
and a little boy with him.

36He said to his boy, “Run, find now the
arrows which I shoot.” As the boy ran, he
shot an arrow beyond him.

37 When the boy had come to the place
of the arrow which Jonathan had shot,
Jonathan cried after the boy, and said, “Isn’t
the arrow beyond you?”

38 Jonathan cried after the boy, “Go fast!
Hurry! Don’t delay!” Jonathan’s boy gath-
ered up the arrows, and came to hismaster.

39But the boy didn’t knowanything. Only
Jonathan and David knew thematter.

40 Jonathan gave his weapons to his boy,
and said to him, “Go, carry them to the city.”

41 As soon as the boy was gone, David
arose out of the south, and fell on his face to
the ground, andbowedhimself three times.

They kissed one another andweptwith one
another, and David wept themost.

42 Jonathan said to David, “Go in peace,
because we have both sworn in the LORD’s
name, saying, ‘The LORD is between me
and you, and between my offspring and
your offspring, forever.’ ” He arose and de-
parted; and Jonathan went into the city.

21
1 Then David came to Nob to Ahimelech

the priest. Ahimelech came to meet David
trembling, and said to him, “Why are you
alone, and nomanwith you?”

2David said to Ahimelech the priest, “The
king has commanded me to do something,
and has said to me, ‘Let no one know any-
thing about thebusiness aboutwhich I send
you, and what I have commanded you. I
have sent the youngmen to a certain place.’

3 Now therefore what is under your
hand? Please give me five loaves of bread
inmy hand, or whatever is available.”

4 The priest answered David, and said, “I
have no common bread, but there is holy
bread; if only the young men have kept
themselves fromwomen.”

5 David answered the priest, and said to
him, “Truly, women have been kept from
us as usual these three days. When I came
out, the vessels of the youngmenwere holy,
though it was only a common journey. How
muchmore then today shall their vessels be
holy?”

6 So the priest gave him holy bread; for
there was no bread there but the show
bread thatwas taken frombefore theLORD,
to be replaced with hot bread in the day
when it was taken away.

7 Now a certain man of the servants of
Saulwas there that day, detained before the
LORD; and his namewas Doeg the Edomite,
the best of the herdsmen who belonged to
Saul.

8 David said to Ahimelech, “Isn’t there
here under your hand spear or sword? For
I haven’t broughtmy sword ormyweapons
with me, because the king’s business re-
quired haste.”

9 The priest said, “Behold, the sword of
Goliath the Philistine, whom you killed in
thevalley of Elah, is herewrapped ina cloth
behind the ephod. If you would like to take
that, take it, for there is no other except that
here.”
David said, “There is none like that. Give

it to me.”
10David arose andfled that day for fear of

Saul, and went to Achish the king of Gath.
11 The servants of Achish said to him,

“Isn’t this David the king of the land? Didn’t
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they sing to one another about him in
dances, saying,
‘Saul has slain his thousands,

and David his ten thousands’?”
12David laid up these words in his heart,

and was very afraid of Achish the king of
Gath.

13He changed his behaviour before them
and pretended to be insane in their hands,
and scribbled on the doors of the gate, and
let his spittle fall down on his beard.

14ThenAchish said to his servants, “Look,
you see the man is insane. Why then have
you brought him tome?

15 Do I lack madmen, that you have
brought this fellow to play the madman in
my presence? Should this fellow come into
my house?”

22
1 David therefore departed from there

and escaped to Adullam’s cave. When his
brothers and all his father’s house heard it,
they went down there to him.

2Everyonewhowas in distress, everyone
who was in debt, and everyone who was
discontented gathered themselves to him;
and he became captain over them. There
were with him about four hundredmen.

3 David went from there to Mizpeh of
Moab; and he said to the king of Moab,
“Please let my father and my mother come
out to you, until I knowwhatGodwill do for
me.”

4 He brought them before the king of
Moab; and they lived with him all the time
that David was in the stronghold.

5 The prophet Gad said to David, “Don’t
stay in the stronghold. Depart, and go into
the land of Judah.”
Then David departed, and came into the

forest of Hereth.
6 Saul heard that David was discovered,

with themenwhowerewithhim. NowSaul
was sitting in Gibeah, under the tamarisk
tree in Ramah, with his spear in his hand,
and all his servants were standing around
him.

7 Saul said to his servants who stood
around him, “Hear now, you Benjamites!
Will the son of Jesse give everyone of you
fields and vineyards? Will he make you
all captains of thousands and captains of
hundreds?

8 Is that why all of you have conspired
against me, and there is no one who dis-
closes to me when my son makes a treaty
with the son of Jesse, and there is none of
you who is sorry for me, or discloses to
me that my son has stirred up my servant
against me, to lie in wait, as it is today?”

9 Then Doeg the Edomite, who stood by
the servants of Saul, answered and said,
“I saw the son of Jesse coming to Nob, to
Ahimelech the son of Ahitub.

10He enquired of the LORD for him, gave
him food, and gave him the sword of Go-
liath the Philistine.”

11Then theking sent to callAhimelech the
priest, the son of Ahitub, and all his father’s
house, the priests who were in Nob; and
they all came to the king.

12 Saul said, “Hear now, you son of Ahi-
tub.”
He answered, “Here I am, my lord.”
13 Saul said to him, “Why have you con-

spired against me, you and the son of Jesse,
in that you have given him bread, and a
sword, and have enquired of God for him,
that he should rise againstme, to lie inwait,
as it is today?”

14 Then Ahimelech answered the king,
and said, “Who amongst all your servants
is so faithful as David, who is the king’s
son-in-law, captain of your body guard, and
honoured in your house?

15 Have I today begun to enquire of God
for him? Be it far from me! Don’t let the
king impute anything to his servant, nor to
all the house of my father; for your servant
knew nothing of all this, less or more.”

16 The king said, “You shall surely die,
Ahimelech, you and all your father’s
house.”

17 The king said to the guard who stood
about him, “Turn and kill the priests of
the LORD, because their hand also is with
David, and because they knew that he fled
and didn’t disclose it to me.” But the ser-
vants of the king wouldn’t put out their
hand to fall on the priests of the LORD.

18The king said to Doeg, “Turn and attack
the priests!”
Doeg theEdomite turned, andheattacked

the priests, and he killed on that day eighty-
five people whowore a linen ephod.

19 He struck Nob, the city of the priests,
with the edge of the sword—both men and
women, children and nursing babies, and
cattle, donkeys, and sheep, with the edge of
the sword.

20One of the sons of Ahimelech the son of
Ahitub, named Abiathar, escaped and fled
after David.

21Abiathar told David that Saul had slain
the LORD’s priests.

22David said to Abiathar, “I knew on that
day, whenDoeg the Edomitewas there, that
he would surely tell Saul. I am responsible
for the death of all the persons of your
father’s house.
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23 Stay with me. Don’t be afraid, for he
who seeks my life seeks your life. You will
be safe withme.”

23
1David was told, “Behold, the Philistines

are fighting against Keilah, and are robbing
the threshing floors.”

2 Therefore David enquired of the
LORD, saying, “Shall I go and strike these
Philistines?”
The LORD said to David, “Go strike the

Philistines, and save Keilah.”
3David’smen said tohim, “Behold,weare

afraid here in Judah. Howmuchmore then
if we go to Keilah against the armies of the
Philistines?”

4 Then David enquired of the LORD yet
again. The LORD answered him, and said,
“Arise, go down to Keilah; for I will deliver
the Philistines into your hand.”

5 David and his men went to Keilah and
fought with the Philistines, and brought
away their livestock, and killed themwith a
great slaughter. So David saved the inhabi-
tants of Keilah.

6 When Abiathar the son of Ahimelech
fled to David to Keilah, he came down with
an ephod in his hand.

7 Saul was told that David had come to
Keilah. Saul said, “God has delivered him
into my hand, for he is shut in by entering
into a town that has gates and bars.”

8 Saul summoned all the people to war, to
go down to Keilah to besiege David and his
men.

9David knew that Saul was devising mis-
chief against him. He said to Abiathar the
priest, “Bring the ephod here.”

10 Then David said, “O LORD, the God of
Israel, your servant has surely heard that
Saul seeks to come to Keilah to destroy the
city for my sake.

11 Will the men of Keilah deliver me up
into his hand? Will Saul come down, as
your servant has heard? LORD, the God of
Israel, I beg you, tell your servant.”
The LORD said, “Hewill come down.”
12 Then David said, “Will the men of

Keilah deliver me and my men into the
hand of Saul?”
The LORD said, “They will deliver you

up.”
13 Then David and his men, who were

about six hundred, arose and departed out
of Keilah andwentwherever they could go.
Saul was told that David had escaped from
Keilah; and he gave up going there.

14 David stayed in the wilderness in the
strongholds, and remained in the hill coun-
try in the wilderness of Ziph. Saul sought
him every day, but God didn’t deliver him
into his hand.

15 David saw that Saul had come out to
seek his life. Davidwas in thewilderness of
Ziph in the woods.

16 Jonathan, Saul’s son, arose and went to
David into thewoods, and strengthened his
hand in God.

17He said to him, “Don’t be afraid, for the
hand of Saul my father won’t find you; and
you will be king over Israel, and I will be
next to you; and Saul my father knows that
also.”

18 They both made a covenant before the
LORD. Then David stayed in the woods and
Jonathan went to his house.

19 Then the Ziphites came up to Saul to
Gibeah, saying, “Doesn’t David hide himself
with us in the strongholds in the woods, in
the hill of Hachilah, which is on the south of
the desert?

20 Now therefore, O king, come down.
According to all the desire of your soul to
come down; and our part will be to deliver
him up into the king’s hand.”

21Saul said, “Youareblessedby theLORD,
for you have had compassion onme.

22 Please go make yet more sure, and
know and see his place where his haunt is,
andwhohas seenhim there; for I havebeen
told that he is very cunning.

23 See therefore, and take knowledge of
all the lurking places where he hides him-
self; and come again to me with certainty,
and I will go with you. It shall happen, if
he is in the land, that I will search him out
amongst all the thousands of Judah.”

24 They arose, and went to Ziph before
Saul; but David and his men were in the
wilderness of Maon, in the Arabah on the
south of the desert.

25 Saul and his men went to seek him.
When David was told, he went down to the
rock, and stayed in thewilderness of Maon.
When Saul heard that, he pursued David in
the wilderness of Maon.

26 Saul went on this side of the mountain,
and David and his men on that side of the
mountain; and David hurried to get away
for fear of Saul, for Saul and his men sur-
rounded David and his men to take them.

27 But a messenger came to Saul, saying,
“Hurry and come, for the Philistines have
made a raid on the land!”

28 So Saul returned from pursuing David,
and went against the Philistines. Therefore
they called that place Sela Hammahlekoth.†

† 23:28: “Sela Hammahlekoth” means “rock of parting”.
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29David went up from there and lived in
the strongholds of En Gedi.

24
1WhenSaul had returned from following

the Philistines, he was told, “Behold, David
is in the wilderness of En Gedi.”

2 Then Saul took three thousand chosen
menout of all Israel, andwent to seekDavid
and his men on the rocks of the wild goats.

3He came to the sheep pens by the way,
where there was a cave; and Saul went in
to relieve himself. Now David and his men
were staying in the innermost parts of the
cave.

4 David’s men said to him, “Behold, the
day of which the LORD said to you, ‘Behold,
I will deliver your enemy into your hand,
andyou shall do tohimas it shall seemgood
to you.’ ” Then David arose and cut off the
skirt of Saul’s robe secretly.

5Afterward, David’s heart struck him be-
cause he had cut off Saul’s skirt.

6 He said to his men, “The LORD for-
bid that I should do this thing to my lord,
the LORD’s anointed, to stretch out my
hand against him, since he is the LORD’s
anointed.”

7 So David checked his men with these
words, anddidn’t allow them to rise against
Saul. Saul rose up out of the cave, andwent
on his way.

8 David also arose afterward, and went
out of the cave and cried after Saul, saying,
“My lord the king!”
When Saul looked behind him, David

bowed with his face to the earth, and
showed respect.

9David said to Saul, “Why do you listen to
men’s words, saying, ‘Behold, David seeks
to harm you’?

10Behold, today your eyes have seen how
the LORD had delivered you today into my
hand in the cave. Someurgedme tokill you,
but I spared you. I said, ‘I will not stretch
out my hand against my lord, for he is the
LORD’s anointed.’

11 Moreover, my father, behold, yes, see
the skirt of your robe inmyhand; for in that
I cut off the skirt of your robe and didn’t kill
you, know and see that there is neither evil
nor disobedience in my hand. I have not
sinned against you, though you hunt formy
life to take it.

12May the LORD judge between me and
you, and may the LORD avenge me of you;
but my handwill not be on you.

13As theproverbof theancients says, ‘Out
of the wicked comes wickedness;’ but my
handwill not be on you.

14 Against whom has the king of Israel
come out? Whom do you pursue? A dead
dog? A flea?

15May the LORD therefore be judge, and
give sentencebetweenmeandyou, and see,
and plead my cause, and deliver me out of
your hand.”

16 It came to pass, when David had fin-
ished speaking these words to Saul, that
Saul said, “Is that your voice, my son
David?” Saul lifted up his voice and wept.

17 He said to David, “You are more righ-
teous than I; for you have done good to me,
whereas I have done evil to you.

18You have declared today how you have
dealtwellwithme, becausewhen the LORD
had delivered me up into your hand, you
didn’t kill me.

19 For if a man finds his enemy, will he
let him go away unharmed? Thereforemay
the LORD reward you good for that which
you have done to me today.

20 Now, behold, I know that you will
surely be king, and that the kingdom of
Israel will be established in your hand.

21 Swear now therefore to me by the
LORD that you will not cut off my offspring
after me, and that you will not destroy my
name out of my father’s house.”

22David swore to Saul. Saul went home,
but David and his men went up to the
stronghold.

25
1 Samuel died; and all Israel gathered

themselves together and mourned for him,
and buried him at his house at Ramah.
Then David arose and went down to the

wilderness of Paran.
2 There was a man in Maon whose pos-

sessions were in Carmel; and the man was
very great. He had three thousand sheep
and a thousand goats; and he was shearing
his sheep in Carmel.

3 Now the name of the man was Nabal;
and the name of his wife Abigail. This
woman was intelligent and had a beautiful
face; but the man was surly and evil in his
doings. He was of the house of Caleb.

4 David heard in the wilderness that Na-
bal was shearing his sheep.

5 David sent ten young men; and David
said to the young men, “Go up to Carmel,
and go to Nabal, and greet him inmy name.

6 Tell him, ‘Long life to you! Peace be to
you! Peace be to your house! Peace be to all
that you have!

7Now I have heard that you have shear-
ers. Your shepherds have now been with
us, and we didn’t harm them. Nothing was
missing from themall the time theywere in
Carmel.
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8 Ask your young men, and they will tell
you. Therefore let the young men find
favour in your eyes, for we come on a
good day. Please give whatever comes to
your hand to your servants and to your son
David.’ ”

9 When David’s young men came, they
spoke to Nabal all those words in the name
of David, and waited.

10 Nabal answered David’s servants and
said, “Who is David? Who is the son of
Jesse? There are many servants who break
away from their masters these days.

11 Shall I then take my bread, my water,
andmymeat that I havekilled formyshear-
ers, and give it to men who I don’t know
where they come from?”

12 So David’s young men turned on their
way andwent back, and came and told him
all these words.

13David said to his men, “Every man put
on his sword!”
Every man put on his sword. David also

put on his sword. About four hundredmen
followedDavid, and twohundred stayed by
the baggage.

14 But one of the young men told Abigail,
Nabal’s wife, saying, “Behold, David sent
messengers out of the wilderness to greet
our master; and he insulted them.

15But the men were very good to us, and
we were not harmed, and we didn’t miss
anything as long as we went with them,
whenwewere in the fields.

16 They were a wall to us both by night
and by day, all thewhilewewerewith them
keeping the sheep.

17 Now therefore know and consider
what you will do; for evil is determined
against our master and against all his
house, for he is such aworthless fellow that
one can’t speak to him.”

18ThenAbigail hurriedand took twohun-
dred loaves of bread, two containers of
wine, five sheep ready dressed, five seahs†
of parched grain, one hundred clusters of
raisins, and two hundred cakes of figs, and
laid them on donkeys.

19 She said to her young men, “Go on
before me. Behold, I am coming after you.”
But she didn’t tell her husband, Nabal.

20 As she rode on her donkey, and came
down hidden by the mountain, behold,
David andhismen camedown towards her,
and shemet them.

21 Now David had said, “Surely in vain
I have kept all that this fellow has in the
wilderness, so that nothing was missed of

all that pertained to him. He has returned
me evil for good.

22God do so to the enemies of David, and
morealso, if I leaveofall thatbelongs tohim
by the morning light so much as one who
urinates on a wall.”‡

23 When Abigail saw David, she hurried
and got off her donkey, and fell before
David on her face and bowed herself to the
ground.

24She fell at his feet and said, “Onme, my
lord, on me be the blame! Please let your
servant speak in your ears. Hear the words
of your servant.

25Please don’t letmy lord pay attention to
thisworthless fellow,Nabal, for ashis name
is, so is he. Nabal§ is his name, and folly is
with him; but I, your servant, didn’t see my
lord’s youngmenwhom you sent.

26 Now therefore, my lord, as the LORD
lives and as your soul lives, since the LORD
has withheld you from blood guiltiness
and from avenging yourself with your own
hand, now therefore let your enemies and
those who seek evil to my lord be as Nabal.

27 Now this present which your servant
has brought tomy lord, let it be given to the
youngmenwho followmy lord.

28 Please forgive the trespass of your ser-
vant. For the LORD will certainly make my
lord a sure house, because my lord fights
the LORD’s battles. Evil will not be found in
you all your days.

29Thoughmenmay rise up to pursue you
and to seekyour soul, yet the soul ofmy lord
will be bound in the bundle of life with the
LORD your God. He will sling out the souls
of your enemies as from a sling’s pocket.

30 Itwill come to pass, when the LORDhas
done to my lord according to all the good
that he has spoken concerning you, and has
appointed you prince over Israel,

31 that this shall be no grief to you, nor
offence of heart to my lord, either that you
have shed blood without cause, or that my
lord has avenged himself. When the LORD
hasdealtwellwithmy lord, then remember
your servant.”

32 David said to Abigail, “Blessed is the
LORD, the God of Israel, who sent you today
to meet me!

33 Blessed is your discretion, and blessed
are you, who have kept me today from
blood guiltiness, and from avengingmyself
withmy own hand.

34 For indeed, as the LORD the God of
Israel lives, who has withheld me from
harming you, unless you had hurried and
come to meet me, surely there wouldn’t

† 25:18: 1 seah is about 7 litres or 1.9 gallons or 0.8 pecks ‡ 25:22: or, male. § 25:25: “Nabal” means “foolish”.
† 25:34: or, onemale.
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havebeen left toNabal by themorning light
so much as one who urinates on a wall.”†

35 So David received from her hand that
which she had brought him. Then he said
to her, “Go up in peace to your house. Be-
hold, I have listened to your voice and have
granted your request.”

36 Abigail came to Nabal; and behold, he
held a feast in his house like the feast of a
king. Nabal’s heart was merry within him,
for he was very drunk. Therefore she told
him nothing until the morning light.

37 In the morning, when the wine had
gone out of Nabal, his wife told him these
things; and his heart died within him, and
he became as a stone.

38 About ten days later, the LORD struck
Nabal, so that he died.

39 When David heard that Nabal was
dead, he said, “Blessed is the LORD, who
has pleaded the cause of my reproach from
the hand of Nabal, and has kept back his
servant from evil. The LORD has returned
the evildoing of Nabal on his own head.”
David sent and spoke concerning Abigail,

to take her to himself as wife.
40 When David’s servants had come to

Abigail to Carmel, they spoke to her, saying,
“David has sent us to you, to take you to him
as wife.”

41 She arose and bowed herself with her
face to the earth, and said, “Behold, your
servant is a servant to wash the feet of the
servants of my lord.”

42 Abigail hurriedly arose and rode on a
donkey with her five maids who followed
her; and she went after the messengers of
David, and became his wife.

43 David also took Ahinoam of Jezreel;
and they both became his wives.

44Now Saul had given Michal his daugh-
ter, David’s wife, to Palti the son of Laish,
who was of Gallim.

26
1TheZiphites came to Saul toGibeah, say-

ing, “Doesn’t David hide himself in the hill
of Hachilah, which is before the desert?”

2 Then Saul arose and went down to the
wilderness of Ziph, having three thousand
chosen men of Israel with him, to seek
David in the wilderness of Ziph.

3 Saul encamped in the hill of Hachilah,
which is before the desert, by the way. But
David stayed in the wilderness, and he saw
that Saul came after him into the wilder-
ness.

4 David therefore sent out spies, and un-
derstood that Saul had certainly come.

5Then David arose and came to the place
where Saul had encamped; and David saw
the place where Saul lay, with Abner the

son of Ner, the captain of his army. Saul
lay within the place of the wagons, and the
people were encamped around him.

6Then David answered and said to Ahim-
elech the Hittite, and to Abishai the son of
Zeruiah, brother of Joab, saying, “Who will
go downwithme to Saul to the camp?”
Abishai said, “I will go downwith you.”
7SoDavid andAbishai came to the people

by night; and, behold, Saul lay sleeping
within the place of the wagons, with his
spear stuck in the ground at his head; and
Abner and the people lay around him.

8 Then Abishai said to David, “God has
delivered up your enemy into your hand to-
day. Now therefore please letme strike him
with the spear to the earth at one stroke,
and I will not strike him the second time.”

9 David said to Abishai, “Don’t destroy
him, for who can stretch out his hand
against the LORD’s anointed, and be guilt-
less?”

10 David said, “As the LORD lives, the
LORD will strike him; or his day shall come
to die, or he shall go down into battle and
perish.

11 The LORD forbid that I should stretch
out my hand against the LORD’s anointed;
but now please take the spear that is at his
head and the jar of water, and let’s go.”

12 So David took the spear and the jar
of water from Saul’s head, and they went
away. Nomansaw it, or knew it, nordidany
awake; for they were all asleep, because
a deep sleep from the LORD had fallen on
them.

13ThenDavidwent over to the other side,
and stood on the top of the mountain far
away, a great space being between them;

14 and David cried to the people, and to
Abner the son of Ner, saying, “Don’t you
answer, Abner?”
Then Abner answered, “Who are you

who calls to the king?”
15David said toAbner, “Aren’t you aman?

Who is like you in Israel? Why then have
you not keptwatch over your lord the king?
For one of the people came in to destroy
your lord the king.

16 This thing isn’t good that you have
done. As the LORD lives, you are worthy
to die, because you have not kept watch
over your lord, the LORD’s anointed. Now
see where the king’s spear is, and the jar of
water that was at his head.”

17Saul recognisedDavid’s voice, and said,
“Is this your voice, my son David?”
David said, “It is my voice, my lord, O

king.”
18He said, “Why does my lord pursue his

servant? For what have I done? What evil
is in my hand?
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19 Now therefore, please let my lord the
king hear the words of his servant. If it is
so that the LORD has stirred you up against
me, let himaccept an offering. But if it is the
children of men, they are cursed before the
LORD; for they have driven me out today
that I shouldn’t cling to the LORD’s inheri-
tance, saying, ‘Go, serve other gods!’

20 Now therefore, don’t let my blood fall
to the earth away from the presence of the
LORD; for the king of Israel has come out to
seek a flea, as when one hunts a partridge
in themountains.”

21Then Saul said, “I have sinned. Return,
my son David; for I will no more do you
harm, becausemy life was precious in your
eyes today. Behold, I have played the fool,
and have erred exceedingly.”

22 David answered, “Behold the spear, O
king! Let one of the young men come over
and get it.

23 The LORD will give to every man his
righteousness andhis faithfulness; because
the LORD delivered you into my hand to-
day, and I wouldn’t stretch out my hand
against the LORD’s anointed.

24 Behold, as your life was respected to-
day in my eyes, so let my life be respected
in the LORD’s eyes, and let him deliver me
out of all oppression.”

25 Then Saul said to David, “You are
blessed, my son David. You will both do
mightily, and will surely prevail.”
SoDavidwent hisway, and Saul returned

to his place.

27
1David said in his heart, “I will now per-

ish one day by the hand of Saul. There is
nothing better for me than that I should
escape into the land of the Philistines; and
Saulwill despair ofme, to seekmeanymore
in all the borders of Israel. So I will escape
out of his hand.”

2David arose and passed over, he and the
six hundred men who were with him, to
Achish the son of Maoch, king of Gath.

3David lived with Achish at Gath, he and
his men, every man with his household,
even David with his two wives, Ahinoam
the Jezreelitess andAbigail the Carmelitess,
Nabal’s wife.

4Saulwas told thatDavidhadfled toGath,
so he stopped looking for him.

5 David said to Achish, “If now I have
found favour in your eyes, let them giveme
a place in one of the cities in the country,
that Imaydwell there. Forwhy should your
servant dwell in the royal city with you?”

6 Then Achish gave him Ziklag that day:
therefore Ziklag belongs to the kings of Ju-
dah to this day.

7The number of the days that David lived
in the country of the Philistines was a full
year and fourmonths.

8 David and his men went up and
raided the Geshurites, the Girzites, and the
Amalekites; for those were the inhabitants
of the land who were of old, on the way to
Shur, even to the land of Egypt.

9David struck the land, and savednoman
or woman alive, and took away the sheep,
the cattle, the donkeys, the camels, and the
clothing. Then he returned, and came to
Achish.

10 Achish said, “Against whom have you
made a raid today?”
David said, “Against the South of Judah,

against the South of the Jerahmeelites, and
against the South of the Kenites.”

11 David saved neither man nor woman
alive to bring them to Gath, saying, “Lest
they should tell about us, saying, ‘David
did this, and this has been his way all the
time he has lived in the country of the
Philistines.’ ”

12Achish believed David, saying, “He has
madehis people Israel utterly to abhor him.
Therefore he will be my servant forever.”

28
1 In those days, the Philistines gathered

their armies together for warfare, to fight
with Israel. Achish said to David, “Know
assuredly that youwill gooutwithme in the
army, you and yourmen.”

2 David said to Achish, “Therefore you
will knowwhat your servant can do.”
Achish said to David, “Therefore I will

make youmy bodyguard forever.”
3 Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel

had mourned for him and buried him in
Ramah, even in his own city. Saul had sent
away thosewhohad familiar spirits and the
wizards out of the land.

4 The Philistines gathered themselves
together, and came and encamped in
Shunem; and Saul gathered all Israel
together, and they encamped in Gilboa.

5 When Saul saw the army of the
Philistines, he was afraid, and his heart
trembled greatly.

6 When Saul enquired of the LORD, the
LORD didn’t answer him by dreams, by
Urim, or by prophets.

7Then Saul said to his servants, “Seek for
me a woman who has a familiar spirit, that
I may go to her and enquire of her.”
His servants said to him, “Behold, there

is a woman who has a familiar spirit at
Endor.”

8 Saul disguised himself and put on other
clothing, and went, he and two men with
him, and they came to the woman by night.
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Then he said, “Please consult for me by the
familiar spirit, and bring me up whomever
I shall name to you.”

9 The woman said to him, “Behold, you
know what Saul has done, how he has cut
off those who have familiar spirits and the
wizards out of the land. Why then do you
lay a snare for my life, to causeme to die?”

10 Saul swore to her by the LORD, saying,
“As theLORD lives, nopunishmentwill hap-
pen to you for this thing.”

11 Then the woman said, “Whom shall I
bring up to you?”
He said, “Bring Samuel up for me.”
12 When the woman saw Samuel, she

cried with a loud voice; and the woman
spoke to Saul, saying, “Why have you de-
ceivedme? For you are Saul!”

13 The king said to her, “Don’t be afraid!
What do you see?”
The woman said to Saul, “I see a god

coming up out of the earth.”
14Hesaid toher, “Whatdoeshe look like?”
She said, “An old man comes up. He is

coveredwith a robe.” Saul perceived that it
was Samuel, and he bowed with his face to
the ground, and showed respect.

15 Samuel said to Saul, “Why have you
disturbedme, to bringme up?”
Saul answered, “I am very distressed; for

the Philistines make war against me, and
God has departed from me, and answers
me no more, by prophets, or by dreams.
Therefore I have called you, that you may
make known tomewhat I shall do.”

16Samuel said, “Why then do you askme,
since the LORD has departed from you and
has become your adversary?

17 The LORD has done to you as he spoke
byme. The LORD has torn the kingdom out
of your hand and given it to your neigh-
bour, even to David.

18 Because you didn’t obey the LORD’s
voice, anddidn’t executehisfiercewrathon
Amalek, therefore the LORD has done this
thing to you today.

19 Moreover the LORD will deliver Is-
rael also with you into the hand of the
Philistines; and tomorrow you and your
sonswill bewithme. The LORDwill deliver
the army of Israel also into the hand of the
Philistines.”

20 Then Saul fell immediately his full
length on the earth, and was terrified, be-
cause of Samuel’s words. There was no
strength in him, for he had eaten no bread
all day long or all night long.

21 The woman came to Saul and saw that
he was very troubled, and said to him,
“Behold, your servant has listened to your
voice, and I have put my life in my hand,

and have listened to your words which you
spoke to me.

22 Now therefore, please listen also to
the voice of your servant, and let me set a
morsel of bread before you. Eat, that you
may have strength when you go on your
way.”

23Buthe refused, and said, “Iwill not eat.”
But his servants, together with the woman,
constrained him; and he listened to their
voice. So he arose from the earth and sat on
the bed.

24 The woman had a fattened calf in the
house. She hurried and killed it; and she
took flour and kneaded it, and baked un-
leavened bread of it.

25 She brought it before Saul and before
his servants, and they ate. Then they rose
up andwent away that night.

29
1 Now the Philistines gathered together

all their armies to Aphek; and the Israelites
encamped by the spring which is in Jezreel.

2The lords of the Philistines passed on by
hundreds andby thousands; andDavid and
his men passed on in the rear with Achish.

3 Then the princes of the Philistines said,
“What about these Hebrews?”
Achish said to the princes of the

Philistines, “Isn’t this David, the servant of
Saul the king of Israel, who has been with
me these days, or rather these years? I have
found no fault in him since he fell away
until today.”

4 But the princes of the Philistines were
angry with him; and the princes of the
Philistines said to him, “Make the man re-
turn, that hemay goback to his placewhere
you have appointed him, and let him not go
down with us to battle, lest in the battle he
become an adversary to us. For with what
should this fellow reconcile himself to his
lord? Should it not be with the heads of
these men?

5 Isn’t this David, of whom people sang to
one another in dances, saying,
‘Saul has slain his thousands,

and David his ten thousands’?”
6 Then Achish called David and said to

him, “As the LORD lives, you have been
upright, and your going out and your com-
ing in with me in the army is good in my
sight; for I have not found evil in you since
the day of your coming to me to this day.
Nevertheless, the lords don’t favour you.

7 Therefore now return, and go in peace,
that you not displease the lords of the
Philistines.”

8 David said to Achish, “But what have I
done? What have you found in your ser-
vant so longas Ihavebeenbeforeyou to this
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day, that I may not go and fight against the
enemies of my lord the king?”

9 Achish answered David, “I know that
you are good in my sight, as an angel of
God. Notwithstanding, the princes of the
Philistines have said, ‘He shall not go up
with us to the battle.’

10 Therefore now rise up early in the
morningwith the servants of your lordwho
have come with you; and as soon as you
are up early in the morning and have light,
depart.”

11So David rose up early, he and his men,
to depart in the morning, to return into the
land of the Philistines; and the Philistines
went up to Jezreel.

30
1 When David and his men had come to

Ziklag on the third day, the Amalekites had
made a raid on the South and onZiklag, and
had struck Ziklag and burnt it with fire,

2 and had taken captive the women and
all who were in it, both small and great.
They didn’t kill any, but carried them off
andwent their way.

3 When David and his men came to the
city, behold, itwasburntwithfire; and their
wives, their sons, and their daughters were
taken captive.

4 Then David and the people who were
withhim liftedup theirvoiceandweptuntil
they had nomore power to weep.

5 David’s two wives were taken captive,
Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abigail the
wife of Nabal the Carmelite.

6 David was greatly distressed, for the
people spoke of stoning him, because the
souls of all the people were grieved, every
man for his sons and for his daughters; but
David strengthenedhimself in theLORDhis
God.

7David said toAbiathar thepriest, the son
of Ahimelech, “Please bring the ephod here
to me.”
Abiathar brought the ephod to David.
8David enquired of the LORD, saying, “If

I pursue after this troop, will I overtake
them?”
He answered him, “Pursue, for you will

surely overtake them, and will without fail
recover all.”

9 So David went, he and the six hundred
men who were with him, and came to the
brook Besor, where those who were left
behind stayed.

10 But David pursued, he and four hun-
dred men; for two hundred stayed behind,
whowere so faint that they couldn’t go over
the brook Besor.

11 They found an Egyptian in the field,
and brought him to David, and gave him

bread, and he ate; and they gave himwater
to drink.

12 They gave him a piece of a cake of figs
and two clusters of raisins. When he had
eaten, his spirit came again to him; for he
had eaten no bread, and drank nowater for
three days and three nights.

13 David asked him, “To whom do you
belong? Where are you from?”
He said, “I am a young man of Egypt,

servant to anAmalekite; andmymaster left
me, because three days ago I got sick.

14 We made a raid on the South of the
Cherethites, and on that which belongs to
Judah, and on the South of Caleb; and we
burnt Ziklag with fire.”

15 David said to him, “Will you bring me
down to this troop?”
Hesaid, “Swear tomebyGod that youwill

not kill me and not deliver me up into the
hands of my master, and I will bring you
down to this troop.”

16 When he had brought him down, be-
hold, they were spread around over all the
ground, eating, drinking, and dancing, be-
cause of all the great plunder that they had
taken out of the land of the Philistines, and
out of the land of Judah.

17 David struck them from the twilight
even to the evening of the next day. Not
a man of them escaped from there, ex-
cept four hundred youngmenwho rode on
camels and fled.

18David recoveredall that theAmalekites
had taken, and David rescued his two
wives.

19 There was nothing lacking to them,
neither small nor great, neither sons nor
daughters, neither plunder, nor anything
that theyhad taken. David brought themall
back.

20David took all the flocks and the herds,
which they drove before those other live-
stock, and said, “This is David’s plunder.”

21 David came to the two hundred men,
whowere so faint that they couldnot follow
David, whom also they had made to stay at
the brook Besor; and they went out to meet
David, and to meet the people who were
with him. When David came near to the
people, he greeted them.

22 Then all the wicked men and worth-
less fellows of those who went with David
answered and said, “Because they didn’t go
with us, we will not give them anything of
the plunder that we have recovered, except
to everyman his wife and his children, that
hemay lead them away and depart.”

23 Then David said, “Do not do so, my
brothers, with that which the LORD has
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given to us, who has preserved us, and de-
livered the troop that came against us into
our hand.

24 Who will listen to you in this matter?
For as his share is who goes down to the
battle, so shall his share be who stays with
the baggage. They shall share alike.”

25 It was so from that day forward that he
made it a statuteandanordinance for Israel
to this day.

26 When David came to Ziklag, he sent
some of the plunder to the elders of Ju-
dah, even to his friends, saying, “Behold,
a present for you from the plunder of the
LORD’s enemies.”

27He sent it to those who were in Bethel,
to those who were in Ramoth of the South,
to those whowere in Jattir,

28 to those who were in Aroer, to those
who were in Siphmoth, to those who were
in Eshtemoa,

29 to those who were in Racal, to those
who were in the cities of the Jerahmeelites,
to those who were in the cities of the Ken-
ites,

30 to those who were in Hormah, to those
who were in Borashan, to those who were
in Athach,

31 to thosewhowere inHebron, and to all
theplaceswhereDavidhimself andhismen
used to stay.

31
1 Now the Philistines fought against Is-

rael; and the men of Israel fled from be-
fore the Philistines, and fell down slain on
Mount Gilboa.

2 The Philistines overtook Saul and his
sons; and the Philistines killed Jonathan,
Abinadab, andMalchishua, the sonsofSaul.

3 The battle went hard against Saul, and
the archers overtook him; and he was
greatly distressed by reason of the archers.

4 Then Saul said to his armour bearer,
“Draw your sword, and thrust me through
with it, lest these uncircumcised come and
thrust me through and abuse me!” But
his armour bearer would not, for he was
terrified. ThereforeSaul tookhis swordand
fell on it.

5When his armour bearer saw that Saul
was dead, he likewise fell on his sword, and
died with him.

6 So Saul died with his three sons, his
armour bearer, and all his men that same
day together.

7 When the men of Israel who were on
the other side of the valley, and those who
were beyond the Jordan, saw that the men
of Israelfledand thatSaulandhis sonswere

dead, they abandoned the cities and fled;
and the Philistines came and lived in them.

8 On the next day, when the Philistines
came to strip the slain, they found Saul and
his three sons fallen onMount Gilboa.

9 They cut off his head, stripped off his
armour, and sent into the land of the
Philistines all around, to carry the news to
the house of their idols and to the people.

10They put his armour in the house of the
Ashtaroth, and they fastenedhisbody to the
wall of Beth Shan.

11When the inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead
heardwhat the Philistines haddone to Saul,

12 all the valiant men arose, went all
night, and took the body of Saul and the
bodies of his sons from the wall of Beth
Shan; and they came to Jabesh and burnt
them there.

13They took their bones and buried them
under the tamarisk† tree in Jabesh, and
fasted seven days.

† 31:13: or, salt cedar
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The Second Book of
Samuel

1 After the death of Saul, when David
had returned from the slaughter of the
Amalekites, and David had stayed two days
in Ziklag,

2 on the third day, behold,† a man came
out of the camp from Saul, with his clothes
torn and earth on his head. When he came
to David, he fell to the earth and showed
respect.

3David said to him, “Where do you come
from?”
He said to him, “I have escaped out of the

camp of Israel.”
4David said tohim, “Howdid it go? Please

tell me.”
He answered, “The people have fled from

the battle, andmanyof the people also have
fallen and are dead. Saul and Jonathan his
son are dead also.”

5 David said to the young man who told
him, “How do you know that Saul and
Jonathan his son are dead?”

6 The young man who told him said, “As
I happened by chance on Mount Gilboa,
behold, Saul was leaning on his spear; and
behold, the chariots and the horsemen fol-
lowed close behind him.

7When he looked behind him, he sawme
and called to me. I answered, ‘Here I am.’

8 He said to me, ‘Who are you?’ I an-
swered him, ‘I am an Amalekite.’

9He said to me, ‘Please stand beside me,
and kill me, for anguish has taken hold of
me becausemy life lingers in me.’

10 So I stood beside him and killed him,
because I was sure that he could not live
after he had fallen. I took the crown that
was on his head and the bracelet that was
on his arm, and have brought them here to
my lord.”

11ThenDavid tookholdonhis clothesand
tore them; and all the men who were with
him did likewise.

12 They mourned, wept, and fasted until
evening for Saul and for Jonathan his son,
and for the people of the LORD,‡ and for the
house of Israel, because they had fallen by
the sword.

13David said to the young man who told
him, “Where are you from?”
Heanswered, “I am the son of a foreigner,

an Amalekite.”

14David said to him, “Why were you not
afraid to stretch out your hand to destroy
the LORD’s anointed?”

15David called one of the youngmen and
said, “Go near, and cut him down!” He
struck him so that he died.

16 David said to him, “Your blood be on
your head, for your mouth has testified
against you, saying, ‘I have slain the LORD’s
anointed.’ ”

17 David lamented with this lamentation
over Saul and over Jonathan his son

18 (and he commanded them to teach the
children of Judah the song of the bow; be-
hold, it is written in the book of Jashar):
19 “Your glory, Israel, was slain on your high

places!
How themighty have fallen!

20Don’t tell it in Gath.
Don’t publish it in the streets of
Ashkelon,

lest the daughters of the Philistines rejoice,
lest thedaughters of theuncircumcised
triumph.

21Youmountains of Gilboa,
let there be no dew or rain on you, and
no fields of offerings;

for there the shield of the mighty was
defiled and cast away,

the shieldof Saulwasnotanointedwith
oil.

22From the blood of the slain,
from the fat of themighty,
Jonathan’s bow didn’t turn back.
Saul’s sword didn’t return empty.

23Saul and Jonathanwere lovely and pleas-
ant in their lives.

In their death, they were not divided.
They were swifter than eagles.

They were stronger than lions.
24You daughters of Israel, weep over Saul,

who clothed you delicately in scarlet,
who put ornaments of gold on your
clothing.

25How themighty have fallen in themiddle
of the battle!

Jonathanwas slain onyourhighplaces.
26 I am distressed for you, my brother

Jonathan.
You have been very pleasant to me.
Your love to mewas wonderful,
surpassing the love of women.

27How themighty have fallen,
and the weapons of war have per-
ished!”

† 1:2: “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
‡ 1:12: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew
,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh).
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2
1After this, David enquired of the LORD,

saying, “Shall I go up into any of the cities of
Judah?”
The LORD said to him, “Go up.”
David said, “Where shall I go up?”
He said, “To Hebron.”
2 So David went up there with his two

wives, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abi-
gail the wife of Nabal the Carmelite.

3 David brought up his men who were
with him, every man with his household.
They lived in the cities of Hebron.

4 The men of Judah came, and there they
anointed David king over the house of Ju-
dah. They told David, “The men of Jabesh
Gilead were those who buried Saul.”

5 David sent messengers to the men of
Jabesh Gilead, and said to them, “Blessed
are you by the LORD, that you have shown
this kindness to your lord, even to Saul, and
have buried him.

6 Now may the LORD show loving kind-
ness and truth to you. I alsowill rewardyou
for this kindness, because you have done
this thing.

7Now therefore let your hands be strong,
and be valiant; for Saul your lord is dead,
and also the house of Judah have anointed
me king over them.”

8 Now Abner the son of Ner, captain of
Saul’s army, had taken Ishbosheth the son
of Saul andbrought himover toMahanaim.

9Hemade him king over Gilead, over the
Ashurites, over Jezreel, over Ephraim, over
Benjamin, and over all Israel.

10 Ishbosheth, Saul’s son, was forty years
old when he began to reign over Israel, and
he reigned two years. But the house of
Judah followed David.

11The time thatDavidwasking inHebron
over the house of Judah was seven years
and six months.

12Abner the son of Ner, and the servants
of Ishbosheth the sonof Saul,went out from
Mahanaim to Gibeon.

13 Joab the son of Zeruiah and David’s
servants went out, and met them by the
pool of Gibeon; and they sat down, the one
on the one side of the pool and the other on
the other side of the pool.

14Abnersaid to Joab, “Please let theyoung
men arise and compete before us!”
Joab said, “Let them arise!”
15 Then they arose and went over by

number: twelve for Benjamin and for Ish-
bosheth the son of Saul, and twelve of
David’s servants.

16 They each caught his opponent by the
head and thrust his sword in his fellow’s

side; so they fell down together. Therefore
that place in Gibeon was called Helkath
Hazzurim.†

17 The battle was very severe that day;
and Abner was beaten, and the men of Is-
rael, before David’s servants.

18 The three sons of Zeruiah were there:
Joab, Abishai, and Asahel. Asahel was as
light of foot as a wild gazelle.

19 Asahel pursued Abner. He didn’t turn
to the right hand or to the left from follow-
ing Abner.

20 Then Abner looked behind him and
said, “Is that you, Asahel?”
He answered, “It is.”
21Abner said to him, “Turn away to your

right hand or to your left, and grab one of
the young men, and take his armour.” But
Asahelwouldnot turn away from following
him.

22Abner said again toAsahel, “Turn away
from followingme. Why should I strike you
to the ground? How then could I look Joab
your brother in the face?”

23 However, he refused to turn away.
Therefore Abner with the back end of the
spear struck him in the body, so that the
spear came out behind him; and he fell
down there and died in the same place. As
manyas came to theplacewhereAsahel fell
down and died stood still.

24 But Joab and Abishai pursued Abner.
The sunwent downwhen they had come to
the hill of Ammah, that lies before Giah by
the way of the wilderness of Gibeon.

25 The children of Benjamin gathered
themselves together after Abner and be-
came one band, and stood on the top of a
hill.

26 Then Abner called to Joab, and said,
“Shall the sword devour forever? Don’t
you know that it will be bitterness in the
latter end? How long will it be then, before
you ask the people to return from following
their brothers?”

27 Joab said, “As God‡ lives, if you had
not spoken, surely then in the morning the
peoplewouldhave gone away, andnot each
followed his brother.”

28 So Joab blew the trumpet; and all the
people stood still and pursued Israel no
more, and they fought nomore.

29Abner and his men went all that night
through the Arabah; and they passed over
the Jordan, and went through all Bithron,
and came toMahanaim.

30 Joab returned from following Abner;
andwhenhe had gathered all the people to-
gether, nineteenmen of David’s and Asahel
weremissing.

† 2:16: “HelkathHazzurim”means “field of daggers”. ‡ 2:27: TheHebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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31 But David’s servants had struck Ben-
jamin Abner’s men so that three hundred
and sixty men died.

32They took up Asahel and buried him in
the tomb of his father, which was in Bethle-
hem. Joab and his men went all night, and
the day broke on them at Hebron.

3
1Now there was long war between Saul’s

house and David’s house. David grew
stronger and stronger, but Saul’s house
grewweaker and weaker.

2 Sons were born to David in Hebron.
His firstborn was Amnon, of Ahinoam the
Jezreelitess;

3 and his second, Chileab, of Abigail the
wife of Nabal the Carmelite; and the third,
Absalom the son ofMaacah the daughter of
Talmai king of Geshur;

4and the fourth, Adonijah the son of Hag-
gith; and the fifth, Shephatiah the son of
Abital;

5and the sixth, Ithream, of Eglah, David’s
wife. These were born to David in Hebron.

6 While there was war between Saul’s
house and David’s house, Abnermade him-
self strong in Saul’s house.

7NowSaul had a concubine, whose name
was Rizpah, the daughter of Aiah; and Ish-
bosheth said to Abner, “Why have you gone
in to my father’s concubine?”

8 Then Abner was very angry about Ish-
bosheth’s words, and said, “Am I a dog’s
head that belongs to Judah? Today I show
kindness to your father Saul’s house, to his
brothers, and to his friends, and have not
delivered you into the hand of David; and
yet you charge me today with a fault con-
cerning this woman!

9 God do so to Abner, and more also, if,
as the LORD has sworn to David, I don’t do
even so to him:

10 to transfer the kingdom from Saul’s
house, and to set up David’s throne over
Israel and over Judah, from Dan even to
Beersheba.”

11 He could not answer Abner another
word, because he was afraid of him.

12Abner sent messengers to David on his
behalf, saying, “Whose is the land?” and
saying, “Make your alliance with me, and
behold, my hand will be with you to bring
all Israel around to you.”

13David said, “Good. I will make a treaty
with you, but one thing I require of you.
That is, you will not see my face unless you
first bring Michal, Saul’s daughter, when
you come to seemy face.”

14 David sent messengers to Ishbosheth,
Saul’s son, saying, “Deliver me my wife

Michal, whom I was given to marry for one
hundred foreskins of the Philistines.”

15 Ishbosheth sent and took her from her
husband, Paltiel the son of Laish.

16 Her husband went with her, weeping
as he went, and followed her to Bahurim.
Then Abner said to him, “Go! Return!” and
he returned.

17Abner had communication with the el-
ders of Israel, saying, “In times past, you
sought for David to be king over you.

18 Now then do it! For the LORD has
spoken of David, saying, ‘By the hand of my
servant David, I will save my people Israel
out of the hand of the Philistines, and out of
the hand of all their enemies.’ ”

19 Abner also spoke in the ears of Ben-
jamin; and Abner went also to speak in the
ears of David in Hebron all that seemed
good to Israel and to the whole house of
Benjamin.

20So Abner came to David toHebron, and
twenty men with him. David made Abner
and themenwhowere with him a feast.

21Abner said toDavid, “Iwill arise andgo,
andwill gather all Israel tomy lord theking,
that they may make a covenant with you,
and that you may reign over all that your
soul desires.” David sent Abner away; and
he went in peace.

22Behold, David’s servants and Joabcame
from a raid and brought in a great plunder
with them; but Abnerwas notwithDavid in
Hebron, for he had sent him away, and he
had gone in peace.

23When Joab and all the army who was
with him had come, they told Joab, “Abner
the son of Ner came to the king, and he has
sent him away, and he has gone in peace.”

24 Then Joab came to the king and said,
“What have you done? Behold, Abner came
to you. Why is it that you have sent him
away, and he is already gone?

25 You know Abner the son of Ner. He
came to deceive you, and to know your
going out and your coming in, and to know
all that you do.”

26When Joab had come out from David,
he sent messengers after Abner, and they
brought him back from the well of Sirah;
but David didn’t know it.

27When Abner had returned to Hebron,
Joab took him aside into the middle of the
gate to speak with him quietly, and struck
him there in the body, so that he died for the
blood of Asahel his brother.

28 Afterward, when David heard it, he
said, “I andmykingdomare guiltless before
the LORD forever of the blood of Abner the
son of Ner.

29Let it fall on the head of Joab and on all
his father’s house. Let there not fail from
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the house of Joab one who has a discharge,
or who is a leper, or who leans on a staff, or
who falls by the sword, orwho lacksbread.”

30 So Joab and Abishai his brother killed
Abner, because he had killed their brother
Asahel at Gibeon in the battle.

31David said to Joab and to all the people
who were with him, “Tear your clothes,
and clothe yourselves with sackcloth, and
mourn in front of Abner.” King David fol-
lowed the bier.

32 They buried Abner in Hebron; and the
king lifted up his voice and wept at Abner’s
grave; and all the people wept.

33The king lamented for Abner, and said,
“Should Abner die as a fool dies?

34 Your hands weren’t bound, and your
feet weren’t put into fetters. As a man falls
before the children of iniquity, so you fell.”
All the people wept again over him.
35All the people came to urgeDavid to eat

breadwhile itwasyet day; butDavid swore,
saying, “God do so to me, and more also, if
I taste bread or anything else, until the sun
goes down.”

36 All the people took notice of it, and
it pleased them, as whatever the king did
pleased all the people.

37 So all the people and all Israel under-
stood that day that it was not of the king to
kill Abner the son of Ner.

38Theking said tohis servants, “Don’t you
know that a prince and a great man has
fallen today in Israel?

39 I amweak today, though anointed king.
Thesemen, the sons of Zeruiah are too hard
for me. May the LORD reward the evildoer
according to his wickedness.”

4
1When Saul’s son heard that Abner was

dead in Hebron, his hands became feeble,
and all the Israelites were troubled.

2 Saul’s son had two men who were cap-
tains of raidingbands. Thenameof onewas
Baanah and the name of the other Rechab,
the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, of the
children of Benjamin (for Beeroth also is
considered a part of Benjamin;

3 and the Beerothites fled to Gittaim, and
have lived as foreigners there until today).

4 Now Jonathan, Saul’s son, had a son
who was lame in his feet. He was five
years old when the news came about Saul
and Jonathan out of Jezreel; and his nurse
picked him up and fled. As she hurried to
flee, he fell andbecame lame. Hisnamewas
Mephibosheth.

5 The sons of Rimmon the Beerothite,
Rechab and Baanah, went out and came at

about the heat of the day to the house of
Ishbosheth as he took his rest at noon.

6 They came there into the middle of the
house as though they would have fetched
wheat, and they struckhim in thebody; and
Rechab and Baanah his brother escaped.

7 Now when they came into the house
as he lay on his bed in his bedroom, they
struck him, killed him, beheaded him, and
took his head, and went by the way of the
Arabah all night.

8 They brought the head of Ishbosheth
to David to Hebron, and said to the king,
“Behold, the head of Ishbosheth, the son
of Saul, your enemy, who sought your life!
The LORD has avenged my lord the king
today of Saul and of his offspring.†”

9David answered Rechab andBaanahhis
brother, the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite,
and said to them, “As the LORD lives, who
has redeemedmy soul out of all adversity,

10when someone toldme, ‘Behold, Saul is
dead,’ thinking that he brought good news,
I seized him and killed him in Ziklag, which
was the reward I gave him for his news.

11 How much more, when wicked men
have slain a righteous person in his own
house on his bed, should I not now require
his blood from your hand, and rid the earth
of you?”

12David commanded his youngmen, and
they killed them, cut off their hands and
their feet, and hanged them up beside the
pool in Hebron. But they took the head of
Ishboshethandburied it inAbner’s grave in
Hebron.

5
1 Then all the tribes of Israel came to

David at Hebron and spoke, saying, “Be-
hold, we are your bone and your flesh.

2 In times past, when Saul was king over
us, it was you who led Israel out and in.
The LORD said to you, ‘Youwill be shepherd
of my people Israel, and you will be prince
over Israel.’ ”

3Soall theeldersof Israel came to theking
toHebron, andKingDavidmadeacovenant
with them in Hebron before the LORD; and
they anointed David king over Israel.

4David was thirty years old when he be-
gan to reign, and he reigned forty years.

5 In Hebron he reigned over Judah seven
years and six months, and in Jerusalem he
reigned thirty-three years over all Israel
and Judah.

6The king and hismenwent to Jerusalem
against the Jebusites, the inhabitants of the
land,whospoke toDavid, saying, “Theblind
and the lame will keep you out of here,”
thinking, “David can’t come in here.”

† 4:8: or, seed
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7Nevertheless David took the stronghold
of Zion. This is David’s city.

8David said on that day, “Whoever strikes
the Jebusites, let him go up to the water-
courseandstrike those lameandblind,who
are hated by David’s soul.” Therefore they
say, “The blind and the lame can’t come into
the house.”

9David lived in the stronghold, and called
it David’s city. David built around from
Millo and inward.

10David grew greater and greater, for the
LORD, the God of Armies, was with him.

11 Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers
to David, with cedar trees, carpenters, and
masons; and they built David a house.

12 David perceived that the LORD had
established him king over Israel, and that
he had exalted his kingdom for his people
Israel’s sake.

13David tookmore concubines andwives
for himself out of Jerusalem, after he had
come from Hebron; and more sons and
daughters were born to David.

14 These are the names of those who
were born to him in Jerusalem: Shammua,
Shobab, Nathan, Solomon,

15 Ibhar, Elishua, Nepheg, Japhia,
16Elishama, Eliada, and Eliphelet.
17 When the Philistines heard that they

had anointed David king over Israel, all
the Philistines went up to seek David, but
David heard about it and went down to the
stronghold.

18 Now the Philistines had come and
spread themselves in thevalleyofRephaim.

19 David enquired of the LORD, saying,
“Shall I go up against the Philistines? Will
you deliver them into my hand?”
The LORD said to David, “Go up; for I will

certainly deliver the Philistines into your
hand.”

20David came to Baal Perazim, andDavid
struck them there. Thenhe said, “TheLORD
has broken my enemies before me, like the
breach of waters.” Therefore he called the
name of that place Baal Perazim.†

21They left their images there, and David
and his men took them away.

22 The Philistines came up yet again and
spread themselves in thevalleyofRephaim.

23When David enquired of the LORD, he
said, “You shall not go up. Circle around
behind them, andattack themin frontof the
mulberry trees.

24When you hear the sound of marching
in the tops of the mulberry trees, then stir
yourself up; for then the LORD has gone
out before you to strike the army of the
Philistines.”

25David did so, as the LORD commanded
him, and struck the Philistines all the way
from Geba to Gezer.

6
1 David again gathered together all the

chosenmen of Israel, thirty thousand.
2Davidaroseandwentwithall thepeople

who were with him from Baale Judah, to
bring up from there God’s ark, which is
called by the Name, even the name of the
LORD of Armies who sits above the cheru-
bim.

3 They set God’s ark on a new cart, and
brought it out of Abinadab’s house that was
on the hill; and Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of
Abinadab, drove the new cart.

4They brought it out of Abinadab’s house
which was in the hill, with God’s ark; and
Ahio went before the ark.

5David and all the house of Israel played
before the LORD with all kinds of in-
struments made of cypress wood, with
harps,with stringed instruments,with tam-
bourines,with castanets, andwith cymbals.

6When they came to the threshing floor
of Nacon, Uzzah reached for God’s ark and
took hold of it, for the cattle stumbled.

7 The LORD’s anger burnt against Uzzah,
and God struck him there for his error; and
he died there by God’s ark.

8Davidwas displeased because the LORD
hadbrokenoutagainstUzzah; andhecalled
that place Perez Uzzah† to this day.

9David was afraid of the LORD that day;
and he said, “How could the LORD’s ark
come tome?”

10 So David would not move the LORD’s
ark to bewith him inDavid’s city; but David
carried it aside intoObed-Edom theGittite’s
house.

11 The LORD’s ark remained in Obed-
Edom the Gittite’s house three months; and
the LORD blessed Obed-Edom and all his
house.

12 King David was told, “The LORD has
blessed the house of Obed-Edom, and all
that belongs to him, because of God’s ark.”
So David went and brought up God’s ark

from the house of Obed-Edom into David’s
city with joy.

13 When those who bore the LORD’s ark
had gone six paces, he sacrificed an ox and
a fattened calf.

14David danced before the LORDwith all
his might; and David was clothed in a linen
ephod.

15 So David and all the house of Israel
brought up the LORD’s ark with shouting
and with the sound of the trumpet.

† 5:20: “Baal Perazim” means “Lord who breaks out”. † 6:8: “Perez Uzzah” means “outbreak against Uzzah”.
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16 As the LORD’s ark came into David’s
city, Michal the daughter of Saul looked out
through the window and saw King David
leaping and dancing before the LORD; and
she despised him in her heart.

17Theybrought in the LORD’s ark, and set
it in its place in the middle of the tent that
David had pitched for it; and David offered
burnt offerings and peace offerings before
the LORD.

18When David had finished offering the
burnt offering and the peace offerings, he
blessed the people in the name of the LORD
of Armies.

19He gave to all the people, even amongst
the whole multitude of Israel, both to men
andwomen, to everyoneaportionof bread,
dates, and raisins. So all the people de-
parted, each to his own house.

20ThenDavid returned tobless his house-
hold. Michal the daughter of Saul came out
to meet David, and said, “How glorious the
king of Israel was today, who uncovered
himself today in the eyes of his servants’
maids, as one of the vain fellows shame-
lessly uncovers himself!”

21 David said to Michal, “It was before
the LORD, who chose me above your fa-
ther, and above all his house, to appoint me
prince over the people of the LORD, over
Israel. Therefore I will celebrate before the
LORD.

22 I will be yetmore undignified than this,
and will be worthless in my own sight. But
the maids of whom you have spoken will
honourme.”

23 Michal the daughter of Saul had no
child to the day of her death.

7
1 When the king lived in his house, and

the LORD had given him rest from all his
enemies all around,

2 theking said toNathan theprophet, “See
now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but God’s
ark dwells within curtains.”

3Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that
is in your heart, for the LORD is with you.”

4That same night, the LORD’s word came
to Nathan, saying,

5 “Go and tell my servant David, ‘The
LORD says, “Should you build me a house
for me to dwell in?

6 For I have not lived in a house since
the day that I brought the children of Israel
up out of Egypt, even to this day, but have
moved around in a tent and in a tabernacle.

7 In all places inwhich I havewalkedwith
all the children of Israel, did I say a word
to anyone from the tribes of Israel whom I

commanded to be shepherd of my people
Israel, saying, ‘Why have you not built me
a house of cedar?’ ” ’

8 Now therefore tell my servant David
this: ‘The LORD of Armies says, “I took
you from the sheep pen, from following the
sheep, to be prince over my people, over
Israel.

9 I have been with you wherever you
went, and have cut off all your enemies
from before you. I will make you a great
name, like the name of the great ones who
are in the earth.

10 I will appoint a place for my people
Israel, and will plant them, that they may
dwell in their own place and be moved no
more. The children of wickedness will not
afflict them anymore, as at the first,

11 and as from the day that I commanded
judges to be over my people Israel. I will
cause you to rest from all your enemies.
Moreover the LORD tells you that the LORD
will make you a house.

12 When your days are fulfilled and you
sleep with your fathers, I will set up your
offspring after you, whowill proceed out of
your body, and I will establish his kingdom.

13Hewill build a house formy name, and
I will establish the throne of his kingdom
forever.

14 I will be his father, and he will be my
son. If he commits iniquity, I will chas-
ten him with the rod of men and with the
stripes of the children of men;

15but my loving kindness will not depart
fromhim, as I took it from Saul, whom I put
away before you.

16 Your house and your kingdom will be
made sure forever before you. Your throne
will be established forever.” ’ ”

17Nathan spoke to David all these words,
and according to all this vision.

18 Then David the king went in and sat
before the LORD; and he said, “Who am I,
Lord† GOD, and what is my house, that you
have brought me this far?

19This was yet a small thing in your eyes,
LordGOD, but youhave spoken also of your
servant’s house for a great while to come;
and this amongst men, Lord GOD!

20What more can David say to you? For
you know your servant, Lord GOD.

21 For your word’s sake, and according to
your own heart, you have worked all this
greatness, to make your servant know it.

22Thereforeyouaregreat, LORDGod. For
there is no one like you, neither is there any
God besides you, according to all that we
have heard with our ears.

† 7:18: The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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23 What one nation in the earth is like
your people, even like Israel, whom God
went to redeem to himself for a people,
and to make himself a name, and to do
great things for you, and awesome things
for your land, before your people, whom
youredeemed toyourself out ofEgypt, from
the nations and their gods?

24 You established for yourself your peo-
ple Israel to be your people forever; and
you, LORD, became their God.

25 “Now, LORD God, the word that you
have spoken concerning your servant, and
concerning his house, confirm it forever,
and do as you have spoken.

26 Let your name be magnified forever,
saying, ‘The LORD of Armies is God over
Israel; and the house of your servant David
will be established before you.’

27For you, LORD of Armies, the God of Is-
rael, have revealed to your servant, saying,
‘I will build you a house.’ Therefore your
servant has found in his heart to pray this
prayer to you.

28 “Now, O Lord GOD, you are God,
and your words are truth, and you have
promised this good thing to your servant.

29Now therefore, let it please you to bless
the house of your servant, that it may con-
tinue forever before you; for you, Lord
GOD, have spoken it. Let the house of your
servant be blessed forever with your bless-
ing.”

8
1 After this, David struck the Philistines

and subdued them; and David took the bri-
dle of themother city out of the hand of the
Philistines.

2He defeated Moab, and measured them
with the line, making them to lie down on
the ground; and he measured two lines to
put to death, and one full line to keep alive.
The Moabites became servants to David,
and brought tribute.

3David also struck Hadadezer the son of
Rehob, king of Zobah, as hewent to recover
his dominion at the River.

4David took from him one thousand and
seven hundred horsemen and twenty thou-
sand footmen. David hamstrung the char-
iot horses, but reserved enough of them for
one hundred chariots.

5When the Syrians of Damascus came to
helpHadadezerkingof Zobah,David struck
twenty two thousandmen of the Syrians.

6 Then David put garrisons in Syria of
Damascus; and the Syrians became ser-
vants to David, and brought tribute. The
LORD gave victory to David wherever he
went.

7David took the shields of gold that were
on the servants of Hadadezer, and brought
them to Jerusalem.

8 From Betah and from Berothai, cities of
Hadadezer, King David took a great quan-
tity of bronze.

9 When Toi king of Hamath heard that
Davidhad struck all the armyofHadadezer,

10 then Toi sent Joram his son to King
David to greet him and to bless him, be-
cause he had fought against Hadadezer and
struck him; for Hadadezer had wars with
Toi. Joram brought with him vessels of
silver, vessels of gold, and vessels of bronze.

11 King David also dedicated these to the
LORD, with the silver and gold that he dedi-
cated of all the nations which he subdued—

12 of Syria, of Moab, of the children of
Ammon, of the Philistines, of Amalek, and
of the plunder of Hadadezer, son of Rehob,
king of Zobah.

13David earned a reputation when he re-
turned from striking down eighteen thou-
sandmenof the Syrians in theValley of Salt.

14 He put garrisons in Edom. Through-
out all Edom, he put garrisons, and all the
Edomites became servants to David. The
LORD gave victory to David wherever he
went.

15David reignedoverall Israel; andDavid
executed justice and righteousness for all
his people.

16 Joab the son of Zeruiah was over the
army, Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud was
recorder,

17Zadok the son of Ahitub andAhimelech
the son of Abiathar were priests, Seraiah
was scribe,

18 Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was over
the Cherethites and the Pelethites; and
David’s sons were chief ministers.

9
1David said, “Is thereyet anywho is left of

Saul’s house, that I may show him kindness
for Jonathan’s sake?”

2 There was of Saul’s house a servant
whose name was Ziba, and they called him
to David; and the king said to him, “Are you
Ziba?”
He said, “I am your servant.”
3 The king said, “Is there not yet any of

Saul’s house, that I may show the kindness
of God to him?”
Ziba said to the king, “Jonathan still has a

son, who is lame in his feet.”
4The king said to him, “Where is he?”
Ziba said to the king, “Behold, he is in the

house of Machir the son of Ammiel, in Lo
Debar.”
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5 Then King David sent and brought him
out of the house of Machir the son of Am-
miel, from Lo Debar.

6Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan, the
son of Saul, came to David, fell on his face,
and showed respect. David said, “Mephi-
bosheth?”
He answered, “Behold, your servant!”
7David said to him, “Don’t be afraid, for I

will surely show you kindness for Jonathan
your father’s sake, and will restore to you
all the land of Saul your father. You will eat
bread at my table continually.”

8Heboweddown, and said, “What is your
servant, that you should look at such a dead
dog as I am?”

9 Then the king called to Ziba, Saul’s ser-
vant, and said to him, “All that belonged to
Saul and toall his house Ihavegiven toyour
master’s son.

10 Till the land for him—you, your sons,
and your servants. Bring in the harvest,
that your master’s son may have bread to
eat; but Mephibosheth your master’s son
will always eat bread at my table.”
Now Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty

servants.
11 Then Ziba said to the king, “According

to all that my lord the king commands his
servant, so your servantwill do.” SoMephi-
bosheth ate at the king’s table like oneof the
king’s sons.

12Mephibosheth had a young son, whose
name was Mica. All who lived in Ziba’s
house were servants to Mephibosheth.

13 So Mephibosheth lived in Jerusalem,
for he ate continually at the king’s table. He
was lame in both his feet.

10
1 After this, the king of the children of

Ammondied, andHanun his son reigned in
his place.

2 David said, “I will show kindness to
Hanun the son of Nahash, as his father
showed kindness to me.” So David sent by
his servants to comfort him concerning his
father. David’s servants came into the land
of the children of Ammon.

3 But the princes of the children of Am-
mon said toHanun their lord, “Doyou think
that David honours your father, in that he
has sent comforters to you? Hasn’t David
sent his servants to you to search the city,
to spy it out, and to overthrow it?”

4So Hanun took David’s servants, shaved
off one half of their beards, and cut off
their garments in the middle, even to their
buttocks, and sent them away.

5 When they told David this, he sent
to meet them, for the men were greatly
ashamed. The king said, “Wait at Jericho

until your beards have grown, and then
return.”

6When the children of Ammon saw that
they had become odious to David, the chil-
dren of Ammon sent and hired the Syrians
of Beth Rehob and the Syrians of Zobah,
twenty thousand footmen, and the king of
Maacah with one thousand men, and the
men of Tob twelve thousandmen.

7WhenDavidheardof it, he sent Joaband
all the army of themighty men.

8 The children of Ammon came out, and
put the battle in array at the entrance of the
gate. The Syrians of Zobah and of Rehob
and the men of Tob and Maacah were by
themselves in the field.

9Now when Joab saw that the battle was
set against himbefore andbehind, he chose
of all the choice men of Israel and put them
in array against the Syrians.

10 The rest of the people he committed
into the hand of Abishai his brother; and
he put them in array against the children of
Ammon.

11 He said, “If the Syrians are too strong
for me, then you shall help me; but if the
children of Ammon are too strong for you,
then I will come and help you.

12 Be courageous, and let’s be strong for
our people and for the cities of ourGod; and
may the LORD dowhat seems good to him.”

13 So Joab and the people who were with
him came near to the battle against the
Syrians, and they fled before him.

14When the children of Ammon saw that
the Syrians had fled, they likewise fled be-
foreAbishai, andentered into the city. Then
Joab returned from the children of Ammon
and came to Jerusalem.

15 When the Syrians saw that they were
defeated by Israel, they gathered them-
selves together.

16 Hadadezer sent and brought out the
Syrians who were beyond the River; and
they came to Helam, with Shobach the cap-
tain of the armyofHadadezer at their head.

17Davidwas told that; andhe gathered all
Israel together, passed over the Jordan, and
came to Helam. The Syrians set themselves
in array against David and foughtwith him.

18 The Syrians fled before Israel; and
David killed seven hundred charioteers of
the Syrians and forty thousand horsemen,
and struck Shobach the captain of their
army, so that he died there.

19When all the kings who were servants
to Hadadezer saw that they were defeated
before Israel, they made peace with Israel
and served them. So the Syrians were
afraid to help the children of Ammon any
more.
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11
1 At the return of the year, at the time

when kings go out, David sent Joab and
his servants with him, and all Israel; and
they destroyed the children of Ammon and
besieged Rabbah. But David stayed at
Jerusalem.

2 At evening, David arose from his bed
and walked on the roof of the king’s house.
From the roof, he saw a woman bathing,
and the woman was very beautiful to look
at.

3 David sent and enquired after the
woman. One said, “Isn’t this Bathsheba, the
daughter of Eliam, Uriah theHittite’swife?”

4 David sent messengers, and took her;
and she came in to him, and he lay with
her (for shewas purified fromher unclean-
ness); and she returned to her house.

5Thewoman conceived; and she sent and
told David, and said, “I amwith child.”

6 David sent to Joab, “Send me Uriah the
Hittite.” Joab sent Uriah to David.

7 When Uriah had come to him, David
asked him how Joab did, and how the peo-
ple fared, and how the war prospered.

8 David said to Uriah, “Go down to your
house and wash your feet.” Uriah departed
out of the king’s house, and a gift from the
king was sent after him.

9 But Uriah slept at the door of the king’s
house with all the servants of his lord, and
didn’t go down to his house.

10 When they had told David, saying,
“Uriah didn’t go down to his house,” David
said to Uriah, “Haven’t you come from a
journey? Why didn’t you go down to your
house?”

11 Uriah said to David, “The ark, Israel,
and Judah, are staying in tents; and my
lord Joab and the servants of my lord are
encamped in the open field. Shall I then go
intomy house to eat and to drink, and to lie
with mywife? As you live, and as your soul
lives, I will not do this thing!”

12 David said to Uriah, “Stay here today
also, and tomorrow Iwill let youdepart.” So
Uriah stayed in Jerusalem that day and the
next day.

13WhenDavid had called him, he ate and
drank before him; and hemade him drunk.
At evening, he went out to lie on his bed
with the servants of his lord, but didn’t go
down to his house.

14 In the morning, David wrote a letter to
Joab and sent it by the hand of Uriah.

15 He wrote in the letter, saying, “Send
Uriah to the forefront of the hottest battle,
and retreat fromhim, that hemaybe struck
and die.”

16 When Joab kept watch on the city, he
assigned Uriah to the place where he knew
that valiant menwere.

17Themenof the citywent out and fought
with Joab. Some of the people fell, even of
David’s servants; and Uriah the Hittite died
also.

18 Then Joab sent and told David all the
things concerning the war;

19 and he commanded the messenger,
saying, “When you have finished telling all
the things concerning the war to the king,

20 it shall be that, if the king’s wrath arise,
and he asks you, ‘Why did you go so near to
the city to fight? Didn’t you know that they
would shoot from the wall?

21 Who struck Abimelech the son of
Jerubbesheth? Didn’t a woman cast an up-
per millstone on him from the wall, so that
he died at Thebez? Why did you go so near
the wall?’ then you shall say, ‘Your servant
Uriah the Hittite is also dead.’ ”

22 So the messenger went, and came and
showedDavid all that Joabhad sent him for.

23Themessenger said to David, “Themen
prevailed against us, and came out to us
into the field; andwewere on them even to
the entrance of the gate.

24The shooters shot at your servants from
off thewall; and some of the king’s servants
are dead, and your servantUriah theHittite
is also dead.”

25Then David said to themessenger, “Tell
Joab, ‘Don’t let this thing displease you, for
the sword devours one as well as another.
Make your battle stronger against the city,
and overthrow it.’ Encourage him.”

26WhenUriah’swifeheard thatUriahher
husband was dead, she mourned for her
husband.

27 When the mourning was past, David
sent and took her home to his house, and
shebecamehiswifeandborehimason. But
the thing that David had done displeased
the LORD.

12
1 The LORD sent Nathan to David. He

came to him, and said to him, “There were
two men in one city: the one rich, and the
other poor.

2The rich man had very many flocks and
herds,

3 but the poor man had nothing, except
one little ewe lamb, which he had bought
and raised. It grew up together with him
andwithhis children. It ate of his own food,
drank of his own cup, and lay in his bosom,
and was like a daughter to him.

4A traveller came to the richman, and he
didn’t want to take of his own flock and of
his own herd to prepare for the wayfaring
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man who had come to him, but took the
poor man’s lamb and prepared it for the
manwho had come to him.”

5David’sangerburnthotagainst theman,
and he said to Nathan, “As the LORD lives,
the manwho has done this deserves to die!

6 He must restore the lamb fourfold, be-
cause he did this thing and because he had
no pity!”

7Nathan said to David, “You are theman!
This is what the LORD, the God of Israel,
says: ‘I anointed you king over Israel, and
I delivered you out of the hand of Saul.

8 I gave you yourmaster’s house and your
master’s wives into your bosom, and gave
you the house of Israel and of Judah; and
if that would have been too little, I would
have added to youmanymore such things.

9 Why have you despised the LORD’s
word, to do that which is evil in his sight?
You have struck Uriah the Hittite with the
sword, have taken his wife to be your wife,
and have slain him with the sword of the
children of Ammon.

10 Now therefore the sword will never
depart from your house, because you have
despised me and have taken Uriah the Hit-
tite’s wife to be your wife.’

11 “This is what the LORD says: ‘Behold,
I will raise up evil against you out of your
own house; and I will take your wives be-
fore your eyes and give them to your neigh-
bour, and he will lie with your wives in the
sight of this sun.

12 For you did this secretly, but I will do
this thing before all Israel, and before the
sun.’ ”

13 David said to Nathan, “I have sinned
against the LORD.”
Nathan said to David, “The LORD also has

put away your sin. You will not die.
14 However, because by this deed you

have given great occasion to the LORD’s
enemies to blaspheme, the child alsowho is
born to you will surely die.”

15Then Nathan departed to his house.
The LORD struck the child that Uriah’s

wife bore to David, and he was very sick.
16 David therefore begged God for the

child; andDavid fasted, andwent in and lay
all night on the ground.

17 The elders of his house arose beside
him, to raise him up from the earth; but
he would not, and he didn’t eat bread with
them.

18 On the seventh day, the child died.
David’s servantswere afraid to tell him that
the child was dead, for they said, “Behold,
while the child was yet alive, we spoke to
him and he didn’t listen to our voice. How

will he thenharmhimself ifwe tell him that
the child is dead?”

19 But when David saw that his servants
were whispering together, David perceived
that the child was dead; and David said to
his servants, “Is the child dead?”
They said, “He is dead.”
20 Then David arose from the earth, and

washed and anointed himself, and changed
his clothing; and he came into the LORD’s
house, and worshipped. Then he came to
his own house; and when he requested,
they set bread before him and he ate.

21 Then his servants said to him, “What
is this that you have done? You fasted and
wept for the child while he was alive, but
when the child was dead, you rose up and
ate bread.”

22He said, “While the child was yet alive,
I fasted and wept; for I said, ‘Who knows
whether the LORD will not be gracious to
me, that the child may live?’

23But now he is dead. Why should I fast?
Can I bring himback again? Iwill go to him,
but he will not return to me.”

24 David comforted Bathsheba his wife,
and went in to her, and lay with her. She
borea son, andhe calledhisnameSolomon.
The LORD loved him;

25 and he sent by the hand of Nathan the
prophet, and he named him Jedidiah,† for
the LORD’s sake.

26Now Joab fought against Rabbah of the
children of Ammon, and took the royal city.

27 Joab sent messengers to David, and
said, “I have fought against Rabbah. Yes, I
have taken the city of waters.

28 Now therefore gather the rest of the
people together, and encamp against the
city and take it; lest I take the city, and it be
called bymy name.”

29David gathered all the people together
and went to Rabbah, and fought against it
and took it.

30 He took the crown of their king from
off his head; and its weight was a talent‡ of
gold, and in it were precious stones; and it
was set onDavid’s head. He brought a great
quantity of plunder out of the city.

31He brought out the people whowere in
it, and put them towork under saws, under
iron picks, under axes of iron, and made
them go to the brick kiln; and he did so
to all the cities of the children of Ammon.
Then David and all the people returned to
Jerusalem.

† 12:25: “Jedidiah” means “loved by the LORD”. ‡ 12:30: A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy
ounces
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13
1After this, Absalom the son of David had

a beautiful sister, whose name was Tamar;
and Amnon the son of David loved her.

2Amnon was so troubled that he became
sick because of his sister Tamar, for shewas
a virgin, and it seemedhard to Amnon to do
anything to her.

3 But Amnon had a friend whose name
was Jonadab the son of Shimeah, David’s
brother; and Jonadab was a very subtle
man.

4He said tohim, “Why, sonof the king, are
you so sad from day to day? Won’t you tell
me?”
Amnon said to him, “I love Tamar, my

brother Absalom’s sister.”
5 Jonadab said to him, “Lay down on your

bed and pretend to be sick. When your
father comes to see you, tell him, ‘Please let
my sister Tamar come and giveme bread to
eat, and prepare the food in my sight, that I
may see it and eat it from her hand.’ ”

6 So Amnon lay down and faked being
sick. When the king came to see him, Am-
non said to the king, “Please let my sister
Tamar come andmakemea couple of cakes
inmy sight, that I may eat from her hand.”

7Then David sent home to Tamar, saying,
“Go now to your brother Amnon’s house,
and prepare food for him.”

8 So Tamar went to her brother Amnon’s
house; and he was lying down. She took
dough, kneaded it, made cakes in his sight,
and baked the cakes.

9 She took the pan and poured them out
before him, but he refused to eat. Amnon
said, “Have all men leave me.” Then every
manwent out from him.

10 Amnon said to Tamar, “Bring the food
into the room, that I may eat from your
hand.” Tamar took the cakeswhich she had
made, and brought them into the room to
Amnon her brother.

11 When she had brought them near to
him to eat, he took hold of her and said to
her, “Come, lie withme, my sister!”

12She answered him, “No, my brother, do
not force me! For no such thing ought to be
done in Israel. Don’t you do this folly!

13 As for me, where would I carry my
shame? And as for you, you will be as one
of the fools in Israel. Now therefore, please
speak to the king; for he will not withhold
me from you.”

14 However, he would not listen to her
voice; but being stronger than she, he
forced her and lay with her.

15 Then Amnon hated her with exceed-
ingly great hatred; for the hatred with
which he hated her was greater than the

love with which he had loved her. Amnon
said to her, “Arise, be gone!”

16 She said to him, “Not so, because this
great wrong in sending me away is worse
than the other that you did to me!”
But he would not listen to her.
17 Then he called his servant who min-

istered to him, and said, “Now put this
womanout fromme, andbolt thedoor after
her.”

18 She had a garment of various colours
on her, for the king’s daughters who were
virgins dressed in such robes. Then his
servantbroughtherout andbolted thedoor
after her.

19Tamar put ashes on her head, and tore
her garment of various colours that was on
her; and she laid her hand on her head and
went her way, crying aloud as she went.

20 Absalom her brother said to her, “Has
Amnon your brother been with you? But
now hold your peace, my sister. He is your
brother. Don’t take this thing to heart.”
So Tamar remained desolate in her

brother Absalom’s house.
21But when King David heard of all these

things, he was very angry.
22Absalom spoke to Amnon neither good

nor bad; for Absalom hated Amnon, be-
cause he had forced his sister Tamar.

23After two full years, Absalomhadsheep
shearers in Baal Hazor, which is beside
Ephraim; andAbsalom invited all the king’s
sons.

24 Absalom came to the king and said,
“See now, your servant has sheep shearers.
Please let the king and his servants go with
your servant.”

25The king said to Absalom, “No, my son,
let’s not all go, lest we be burdensome to
you.” He pressed him; however he would
not go, but blessed him.

26 Then Absalom said, “If not, please let
my brother Amnon go with us.”
The king said to him, “Why should he go

with you?”
27 But Absalom pressed him, and he let

Amnon and all the king’s sons go with him.
28Absalomcommandedhis servants, say-

ing, “Mark now, when Amnon’s heart is
merry with wine; and when I tell you,
‘Strike Amnon,’ then kill him. Don’t be
afraid. Haven’t I commanded you? Be
courageous, and be valiant!”

29The servants of Absalom did to Amnon
as Absalom had commanded. Then all the
king’s sons arose, and every man got up on
his mule and fled.

30While they were on the way, the news
came to David, saying, “Absalom has slain
all the king’s sons, and there is not one of
them left!”
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31 Then the king arose, and tore his gar-
ments, and lay on the earth; and all his
servants stood by with their clothes torn.

32 Jonadab the son of Shimeah, David’s
brother, answered, “Don’t let my lord sup-
pose that they have killed all the young
men, the king’s sons, for Amnon only is
dead; for by the appointment of Absalom
this has been determined from the day that
he forced his sister Tamar.

33 Now therefore don’t let my lord the
king take the thing to his heart, to think that
all the king’s sons are dead; for only Amnon
is dead.”

34But Absalom fled. The young man who
kept thewatch lifteduphis eyes and looked,
and behold, many people were coming by
way of the hillside behind him.

35 Jonadab said to the king, “Behold, the
king’s sons are coming! It is as your servant
said.”

36 As soon as he had finished speaking,
behold, the king’s sons came, and lifted up
their voices and wept. The king also and all
his servants wept bitterly.

37 But Absalom fled and went to Talmai
the son of Ammihur, king of Geshur. David
mourned for his son every day.

38 So Absalom fled and went to Geshur,
and was there three years.

39KingDavid longed to goout toAbsalom,
for he was comforted concerning Amnon,
since he was dead.

14
1Now Joab the son of Zeruiah perceived

that the king’s heart was towards Absalom.
2 Joab sent to Tekoa and brought a wise

woman from there, and said to her, “Please
act like a mourner, and put on mourn-
ing clothing, please, and don’t anoint your-
self with oil; but be as a woman who has
mourned a long time for the dead.

3 Go in to the king and speak like this to
him.” So Joab put the words in her mouth.

4When the woman of Tekoa spoke to the
king, she fell on her face to the ground,
showed respect, and said, “Help, O king!”

5The king said to her, “What ails you?”
She answered, “Truly I am a widow, and

my husband is dead.
6 Your servant had two sons; and they

both fought together in the field, and there
was no one to part them, but the one struck
the other and killed him.

7 Behold, the whole family has risen
against your servant, and they say, ‘Deliver
him who struck his brother, that we may
kill him for the life of his brother whom he
killed, and so destroy the heir also.’ Thus
they would quench my coal which is left,
and would leave to my husband neither

name nor remainder on the surface of the
earth.”

8The king said to the woman, “Go to your
house, and I will give a command concern-
ing you.”

9 The woman of Tekoa said to the king,
“My lord, O king,may the iniquity be onme,
and onmy father’s house; andmay the king
and his throne be guiltless.”

10The king said, “Whoever says anything
to you, bring him to me, and he will not
bother you anymore.”

11 Then she said, “Please let the king
remember the LORD your God, that the
avenger of blood destroy not anymore, lest
they destroymy son.”
He said, “As the LORD lives, not one hair

of your son shall fall to the earth.”
12 Then the woman said, “Please let your

servant speak a word to my lord the king.”
He said, “Say on.”
13 The woman said, “Why then have you

devised such a thing against the people of
God? For in speaking this word the king is
asonewho is guilty, in that thekingdoesnot
bring home again his banished one.

14 For we must die, and are like water
spilled on the ground, which can’t be gath-
ered up again; neither does God take away
life, but devises means, that he who is ban-
ished not be an outcast from him.

15Now therefore, seeing that I have come
to speak this word to my lord the king, it is
because the people have made me afraid.
Your servant said, ‘I will now speak to the
king; it may be that the king will perform
the request of his servant.’

16 For the king will hear, to deliver his
servant out of the hand of the man who
would destroy me and my son together out
of the inheritance of God.

17 Then your servant said, ‘Please let the
word of my lord the king bring rest; for as
an angel of God, so is my lord the king to
discern good and bad. May the LORD, your
God, be with you.’ ”

18 Then the king answered the woman,
“Please don’t hide anything from me that I
ask you.”
The woman said, “Let my lord the king

now speak.”
19The king said, “Is the hand of Joab with

you in all this?”
The woman answered, “As your soul

lives, my lord the king, no one can turn to
the right hand or to the left from anything
that my lord the king has spoken; for your
servant Joab urgedme, and he put all these
words in themouth of your servant.

20 Your servant Joab has done this thing
to change the face of the matter. My lord is
wise, according to the wisdom of an angel
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of God, to know all things that are in the
earth.”

21 The king said to Joab, “Behold now, I
have granted this thing. Go therefore, and
bring the youngman Absalom back.”

22 Joab fell to the ground on his face,
showed respect, and blessed the king. Joab
said, “Today your servant knows that I have
found favour in your sight, my lord, O king,
in that the king has performed the request
of his servant.”

23 So Joab arose and went to Geshur, and
brought Absalom to Jerusalem.

24 The king said, “Let him return to his
own house, but let him not see my face.”
So Absalom returned to his own house, and
didn’t see the king’s face.

25Now in all Israel therewas no one to be
so much praised as Absalom for his beauty.
From the sole of his foot even to the crown
of his head there was no defect in him.

26When he cut the hair of his head (now
it was at every year’s end that he cut it; be-
cause it was heavy on him, therefore he cut
it), he weighed the hair of his head at two
hundred shekels,† after the king’s weight.

27 Three sons were born to Absalom, and
one daughter, whose name was Tamar. She
was a womanwith a beautiful face.

28 Absalom lived two full years in
Jerusalem, and he didn’t see the king’s face.

29 Then Absalom sent for Joab, to send
him to the king, but he would not come to
him. Then he sent again a second time, but
he would not come.

30 Therefore he said to his servants, “Be-
hold, Joab’s field is near mine, and he has
barley there. Go and set it on fire.” So
Absalom’s servants set the field on fire.

31 Then Joab arose and came to Absalom
to his house, and said to him, “Why have
your servants set my field on fire?”

32Absalomanswered Joab, “Behold, I sent
to you, saying, ‘Come here, that I may send
you to the king, to say, “Why have I come
from Geshur? It would be better for me to
be there still. Now therefore, let me see the
king’s face; and if there is iniquity inme, let
him kill me.” ’ ”

33 So Joab came to the king and told him;
and when he had called for Absalom, he
came to the king and bowed himself on his
face to the ground before the king; and the
king kissed Absalom.

15
1 After this, Absalom prepared a chariot

and horses for himself, and fiftymen to run
before him.

2 Absalom rose up early, and stood be-
side the way of the gate. When any man
had a suit which should come to the king
for judgement, then Absalom called to him,
and said, “What city are you from?”
He said, “Your servant is of one of the

tribes of Israel.”
3Absalom said to him, “Behold, yourmat-

ters are good and right; but there is noman
deputized by the king to hear you.”

4Absalom saidmoreover, “Oh that I were
made judge in the land, that everymanwho
has any suit or causemight come tome, and
I would do him justice!”

5 It was so, that when anyman came near
to bow down to him, he stretched out his
hand, took hold of him, and kissed him.

6Absalomdid this sort of thing toall Israel
who came to the king for judgement. So Ab-
salom stole the hearts of themen of Israel.

7At theendof fortyyears, Absalomsaid to
the king, “Please let me go and paymy vow,
which Ihavevowed to theLORD, inHebron.

8 For your servant vowed a vow while
I stayed at Geshur in Syria, saying, ‘If
the LORD shall indeed bring me again to
Jerusalem, then I will serve the LORD.’ ”

9The king said to him, “Go in peace.”
So he arose and went to Hebron.
10 But Absalom sent spies throughout all

the tribes of Israel, saying, “As soon as you
hear the sound of the trumpet, then you
shall say, ‘Absalom is king in Hebron!’ ”

11 Two hundred men went with Absalom
out of Jerusalem, who were invited, and
went in their simplicity; and they didn’t
know anything.

12 Absalom sent for Ahithophel the
Gilonite, David’s counsellor, from his city,
even from Giloh, while he was offering
the sacrifices. The conspiracy was strong,
for the people increased continually with
Absalom.

13 A messenger came to David, saying,
“The hearts of the men of Israel are after
Absalom.”

14David said to all his servants whowere
with him at Jerusalem, “Arise! Let’s flee, or
else none of us will escape from Absalom.
Hurry to depart, lest he overtake us quickly
and bring down evil on us, and strike the
city with the edge of the sword.”

15Theking’s servants said to theking, “Be-
hold, your servants are ready to do what-
ever my lord the king chooses.”

16 The king went out, and all his house-
hold after him. The king left ten women,
whowere concubines, to keep the house.

17 The king went out, and all the people
after him; and they stayed in BethMerhak.

† 14:26: A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 200 shekels is about 2 kilograms or about 4.4 pounds.
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18 All his servants passed on beside
him; and all the Cherethites, and all the
Pelethites, and all the Gittites, six hundred
menwho came after him fromGath, passed
on before the king.

19 Then the king said to Ittai the Gittite,
“Why do you also go with us? Return, and
stay with the king; for you are a foreigner
and also an exile. Return to your ownplace.

20 Whereas you came but yesterday,
should I today make you go up and down
with us, since I go where I may? Return,
and take back your brothers. Mercy and
truth be with you.”

21 Ittai answered the king and said, “As
the LORD lives, and as my lord the king
lives, surely in what place my lord the king
is, whether for death or for life, your ser-
vant will be there also.”

22David said to Ittai, “Go and pass over.”
Ittai the Gittite passed over, and all hismen,
and all the little ones whowere with him.

23All the country wept with a loud voice,
and all the people passed over. The king
also himself passed over the brook Kidron,
and all the people passed over towards the
way of the wilderness.

24 Behold, Zadok also came, and all the
Levites with him, bearing the ark of the
covenant of God; and they set down God’s
ark; and Abiathar went up until all the
people finished passing out of the city.

25Theking said toZadok, “CarryGod’s ark
back into the city. If I find favour in the
LORD’s eyes, he will bring me again, and
showme both it and his habitation;

26but if he says, ‘I have no delight in you,’
behold, here I am. Let him do to me as
seems good to him.”

27 The king said also to Zadok the priest,
“Aren’t you a seer? Return into the city in
peace, and your two sons with you, Ahi-
maaz your son and Jonathan the son of
Abiathar.

28 Behold, I will stay at the fords of the
wilderness until word comes from you to
informme.”

29 Zadok therefore and Abiathar carried
God’s ark to Jerusalem again; and they
stayed there.

30 David went up by the ascent of the
Mount of Olives, and wept as he went up;
andhehadhisheadcoveredandwentbare-
foot. All the people who were with him
each covered his head, and they went up,
weeping as they went up.

31 Someone told David, saying,
“Ahithophel is amongst the conspirators
with Absalom.”
David said, “LORD, please turn the coun-

sel of Ahithophel into foolishness.”

32WhenDavidhadcometo the top,where
God was worshipped, behold, Hushai the
Archite came to meet him with his tunic
torn and earth on his head.

33David said to him, “If you pass on with
me, then you will be a burden tome;

34 but if you return to the city, and tell
Absalom, ‘I will be your servant, O king.
As I have been your father’s servant in
time past, so I will now be your servant;
then you will defeat for me the counsel of
Ahithophel.’

35Don’t you have Zadok and Abiathar the
priests therewithyou? Thereforewhatever
you hear out of the king’s house, tell it to
Zadok and Abiathar the priests.

36 Behold, they have there with them
their two sons, Ahimaaz, Zadok’s son, and
Jonathan, Abiathar’s son. Send tomeevery-
thing that you shall hear by them.”

37SoHushai, David’s friend, came into the
city; and Absalom came into Jerusalem.

16
1When David was a little past the top, be-

hold, Ziba the servant ofMephiboshethmet
him with a couple of donkeys saddled, and
on them two hundred loaves of bread, and
one hundred clusters of raisins, and one
hundred summer fruits, and a container of
wine.

2 The king said to Ziba, “What do you
mean by these?”
Ziba said, “The donkeys are for the king’s

household to ride on; and the bread and
summer fruit for the youngmen to eat; and
the wine, that those who are faint in the
wilderness may drink.”

3 The king said, “Where is your master’s
son?”
Ziba said to the king, “Behold, he is stay-

ing in Jerusalem; for he said, ‘Today the
house of Israel will restoreme the kingdom
of my father.’ ”

4 Then the king said to Ziba, “Behold, all
that belongs to Mephibosheth is yours.”
Ziba said, “I bow down. Let me find

favour in your sight, my lord, O king.”
5When King David came to Bahurim, be-

hold, a man of the family of Saul’s house
came out, whose name was Shimei, the son
of Gera. He came out and cursed as he
came.

6 He cast stones at David and at all the
servants of King David, and all the people
and all the mighty men were on his right
hand and on his left.

7 Shimei said when he cursed, “Be gone,
be gone, you man of blood, and wicked
fellow!

8 The LORD has returned on you all the
blood of Saul’s house, in whose place you



2 Samuel 16:9 280 2 Samuel 17:14

have reigned! The LORD has delivered the
kingdom into the hand of Absalom your
son! Behold, you are caught by your own
mischief, because you are aman of blood!”

9 Then Abishai the son of Zeruiah said to
the king, “Why should this dead dog curse
my lord the king? Please let me go over and
take off his head.”

10 The king said, “What have I to do with
you, you sons of Zeruiah? Because he
curses, and because the LORD has said to
him, ‘CurseDavid,’who then shall say, ‘Why
have you done so?’ ”

11 David said to Abishai and to all his
servants, “Behold, my son, who came out of
my bowels, seeks my life. How much more
this Benjamite, now? Leave him alone, and
let him curse; for the LORDhas invited him.

12 Itmay be that the LORDwill look on the
wrong done to me, and that the LORD will
repayme good for the cursing ofme today.”

13So David and his menwent by the way;
and Shimei went along on the hillside op-
posite him and cursed as he went, threw
stones at him, and threw dust.

14 The king and all the people who were
with him arrived weary; and he refreshed
himself there.

15Absalom and all the people, the men of
Israel, came to Jerusalem, and Ahithophel
with him.

16 When Hushai the Archite, David’s
friend, had come to Absalom, Hushai said
to Absalom, “Long live the king! Long live
the king!”

17 Absalom said to Hushai, “Is this your
kindness to your friend? Why didn’t you go
with your friend?”

18 Hushai said to Absalom, “No; but
whomever theLORDand this people andall
the men of Israel have chosen, I will be his,
and I will stay with him.

19Again, whom should I serve? Shouldn’t
I serve in the presence of his son? As I have
served in your father’s presence, so Iwill be
in your presence.”

20 Then Absalom said to Ahithophel,
“Give your counsel what we shall do.”

21 Ahithophel said to Absalom, “Go in to
your father’s concubines that he has left to
keep the house. Then all Israel will hear
that you are abhorred by your father. Then
the hands of all who are with you will be
strong.”

22 So they spread a tent for Absalom on
the top of the house, and Absalom went in
to his father’s concubines in the sight of all
Israel.

23 The counsel of Ahithophel, which he
gave in thosedays,was as if amanenquired

at the inner sanctuary of God. All the coun-
sel of Ahithophel was like this both with
David and with Absalom.

17
1 Moreover Ahithophel said to Absalom,

“Let me now choose twelve thousand men,
and I will arise and pursue after David
tonight.

2 Iwill comeonhimwhile he isweary and
exhausted, and will make him afraid. All
the people who arewith himwill flee. I will
strike the king only,

3 and I will bring back all the people to
you. The man whom you seek is as if all
returned. All the people shall be in peace.”

4 The saying pleased Absalom well, and
all the elders of Israel.

5 Then Absalom said, “Now call Hushai
the Archite also, and let’s hear likewise
what he says.”

6 When Hushai had come to Absalom,
Absalom spoke to him, saying, “Ahithophel
has spoken like this. Shall we do what he
says? If not, speak up.”

7 Hushai said to Absalom, “The counsel
that Ahithophel has given this time is not
good.”

8Hushai said moreover, “You know your
father and his men, that they are mighty
men, and they are fierce in theirminds, like
a bear robbed of her cubs in the field. Your
father is a man of war, and will not lodge
with the people.

9 Behold, he is now hidden in some pit,
or in some other place. It will happen,
when some of them have fallen at the first,
that whoever hears it will say, ‘There is a
slaughter amongst the people who follow
Absalom!’

10 Even he who is valiant, whose heart
is as the heart of a lion, will utterly melt;
for all Israel knows that your father is a
mighty man, and those who are with him
are valiant men.

11But I counsel that all Israel be gathered
together to you, from Dan even to Beer-
sheba, as the sand that is by the sea for
multitude; and that you go to battle in your
own person.

12 So we will come on him in some place
where hewill be found, andwewill light on
him as the dew falls on the ground, thenwe
will not leave so much as one of him and of
all the menwho are with him.

13 Moreover, if he has gone into a city,
then all Israel will bring ropes to that city,
and we will draw it into the river, until
there isn’t one small stone found there.”

14Absalom and all the men of Israel said,
“The counsel of Hushai the Archite is bet-
ter than the counsel of Ahithophel.” For
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the LORD had ordained to defeat the good
counsel of Ahithophel, to the intent that the
LORDmight bring evil on Absalom.

15 Then Hushai said to Zadok and to Abi-
athar the priests, “Ahithophel counselled
Absalom and the elders of Israel that way;
and I have counselled this way.

16 Now therefore send quickly, and tell
David, saying, ‘Don’t lodge tonight at the
fords of the wilderness, but by all means
pass over, lest the king be swallowed up,
and all the people who are with him.’ ”

17Now Jonathan and Ahimaaz were stay-
ing by En Rogel; and a female servant used
to go and report to them, and theywent and
told KingDavid; for they couldn’t risk being
seen coming into the city.

18 But a boy saw them, and told Absa-
lom. Then theybothwent awayquickly and
came to the house of a man in Bahurim,
who had a well in his court; and they went
down there.

19 The woman took and spread the cov-
ering over the well’s mouth, and spread
out crushed grain on it; and nothing was
known.

20Absalom’s servants came to thewoman
to the house; and they said, “Where are
Ahimaaz and Jonathan?”
The woman said to them, “They have

gone over the brook of water.”
When they had sought and could not find

them, they returned to Jerusalem.
21 After they had departed, they came

up out of the well and went and told King
David; and they said to David, “Arise and
pass quickly over the water; for thus has
Ahithophel counselled against you.”

22 Then David arose, and all the people
who were with him, and they passed over
the Jordan. By the morning light there
lacked not one of them who had not gone
over the Jordan.

23When Ahithophel saw that his counsel
was not followed, he saddled his donkey,
arose, and went home to his city, set his
house in order, and hanged himself; and
he died, and was buried in the tomb of his
father.

24 Then David came to Mahanaim. Absa-
lom passed over the Jordan, he and all the
men of Israel with him.

25 Absalom set Amasa over the army in-
stead of Joab. Now Amasa was the son of
a man whose name was Ithra the Israelite,
who went in to Abigail the daughter of Na-
hash, sister to Zeruiah, Joab’s mother.

26 Israel and Absalom encamped in the
land of Gilead.

27 When David had come to Mahanaim,
Shobi the son of Nahash of Rabbah of the
children of Ammon, and Machir the son

of Ammiel of Lodebar, and Barzillai the
Gileadite of Rogelim,

28 brought beds, basins, earthen vessels,
wheat, barley, meal, parched grain, beans,
lentils, roasted grain,

29 honey, butter, sheep, and cheese of the
herd, for David and for the people who
were with him to eat; for they said, “The
people are hungry, weary, and thirsty in the
wilderness.”

18
1 David counted the people who were

withhim, and set captains of thousandsand
captains of hundreds over them.

2 David sent the people out, a third part
under the hand of Joab, and a third part un-
der the hand of Abishai the son of Zeruiah,
Joab’s brother, and a third part under the
hand of Ittai the Gittite. The king said to the
people, “I will also surely go out with you
myself.”

3But thepeople said, “Youshall not goout,
for if we flee away, they will not care for us,
neither if half of us die, will they care for
us. But you are worth ten thousand of us.
Thereforenowit isbetter thatyouareready
to help us out of the city.”

4 The king said to them, “I will do what
seems best to you.”
The king stood beside the gate, and all

the people went out by hundreds and by
thousands.

5 The king commanded Joab and Abishai
and Ittai, saying, “Deal gently for my sake
with the young man Absalom.” All the peo-
pleheardwhen theking commandedall the
captains concerning Absalom.

6 So the people went out into the field
against Israel; and the battle was in the
forest of Ephraim.

7 The people of Israel were struck there
before David’s servants, and there was a
great slaughter there that day of twenty
thousandmen.

8For the battle was there spread over the
surface of all the country, and the forest
devoured more people that day than the
sword devoured.

9Absalom happened to meet David’s ser-
vants. Absalomwas riding on hismule, and
the mule went under the thick boughs of a
great oak; and his head caught hold of the
oak, and he was hanging between the sky
andearth; and themule thatwasunderhim
went on.

10Acertainman saw it, and told Joab, and
said, “Behold, I saw Absalom hanging in an
oak.”

11 Joab said to the man who told him,
“Behold, you saw it, and why didn’t you
strike him there to the ground? I would
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have given you ten pieces of silver and a
sash.”

12Theman said to Joab, “Though I should
receive a thousand pieces of silver in my
hand, I still wouldn’t stretch out my hand
against theking’s son; for in ourhearing the
king commanded you andAbishai and Ittai,
saying, ‘Beware thatnoone touch theyoung
man Absalom.’

13Otherwise, if I had dealt falsely against
his life (and there is nomatter hidden from
the king), then you yourself would have set
yourself against me.”

14 Then Joab said, “I’m not going to wait
like this with you.” He took three darts
in his hand and thrust them through Absa-
lom’s heart while he was still alive in the
middle of the oak.

15 Ten young men who bore Joab’s ar-
mour surrounded and struck Absalom, and
killed him.

16 Joab blew the trumpet, and the people
returned from pursuing after Israel; for
Joab held the people back.

17They took Absalom and cast him into a
great pit in the forest, and raised over him
a very great heap of stones. Then all Israel
fled, each to his own tent.

18Now Absalom in his lifetime had taken
and reared up for himself the pillar which
is in the king’s valley, for he said, “I have no
son to keepmyname inmemory.” He called
the pillar after his own name. It is called
Absalom’s monument, to this day.

19 Then Ahimaaz the son of Zadok said,
“Let me now run and carry the king news,
how the LORD has avenged him of his ene-
mies.”

20 Joab said to him, “You must not be the
bearer of news today, but you must carry
news another day. But today you must
carry no news, because the king’s son is
dead.”

21 Then Joab said to the Cushite, “Go, tell
the king what you have seen!” The Cushite
bowed himself to Joab, and ran.

22ThenAhimaaz the sonof Zadok said yet
again to Joab, “But come what may, please
let me also run after the Cushite.”
Joab said, “Why do you want to run, my

son, since you will have no reward for the
news?”

23 “But come what may,” he said, “I will
run.”
He said to him, “Run!” Then Ahimaaz

ran by the way of the Plain, and outran the
Cushite.

24NowDavidwas sitting between the two
gates; and the watchman went up to the
roof of the gate to the wall, and lifted up
his eyes and looked, and, behold, a man
running alone.

25 The watchman shouted and told the
king. The king said, “If he is alone, there
is news in his mouth.” He came closer and
closer.

26 The watchman saw another man run-
ning; and the watchman called to the gate-
keeper and said, “Behold, a man running
alone!”
The king said, “He also brings news.”
27 The watchman said, “I think the run-

ning of the first one is like the running of
Ahimaaz the son of Zadok.”
The king said, “He is a good man, and

comes with good news.”
28 Ahimaaz called, and said to the king,

“All is well.” He bowed himself before the
king with his face to the earth, and said,
“Blessed is the LORD your God, who has
delivered up the men who lifted up their
hand against my lord the king!”

29The king said, “Is it well with the young
man Absalom?”
Ahimaaz answered, “When Joab sent the

king’s servant, evenme your servant, I saw
a great tumult, but I don’t know what it
was.”

30 The king said, “Come and stand here.”
He came and stood still.

31 Behold, the Cushite came. The Cushite
said, “Good news for my lord the king, for
theLORDhasavengedyou todayof all those
who rose up against you.”

32 The king said to the Cushite, “Is it well
with the youngman Absalom?”
The Cushite answered, “May the enemies

of my lord the king, and all who rise up
against you to do you harm, be as that
youngman is.”

33 The king was much moved, and went
up to the room over the gate and wept. As
hewent, he said, “My sonAbsalom! My son,
my son Absalom! I wish I had died instead
of you, Absalom, my son, my son!”

19
1 Joab was told, “Behold, the king weeps

andmourns for Absalom.”
2 The victory that day was turned into

mourning amongst all the people, for the
people heard it said that day, “The king
grieves for his son.”

3 The people sneaked into the city that
day, as people who are ashamed steal away
when they flee in battle.

4 The king covered his face, and the king
cried with a loud voice, “My son Absalom,
Absalom, my son, my son!”

5 Joab came into the house to the king,
and said, “Today youhave shamed the faces
of all your servants who today have saved
your life, and the lives of your sons and of
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your daughters, and the lives of yourwives,
and the lives of your concubines;

6 in that you love those who hate you and
hate those who love you. For you have
declared today that princes and servants
arenothing to you. For today I perceive that
if Absalom had lived and we had all died
today, then it would have pleased you well.

7 Now therefore arise, go out and speak
to comfort your servants; for I swear by the
LORD, if youdon’t goout, notamanwill stay
with you this night. That would beworse to
you than all the evil that has happened to
you from your youth until now.”

8 Then the king arose and sat in the gate.
The people were all told, “Behold, the king
is sitting in the gate.” All the people came
before the king. Now Israel had fled every
man to his tent.

9All the people were at strife throughout
all the tribes of Israel, saying, “The king
deliveredus out of thehandof our enemies,
and he saved us out of the hand of the
Philistines; and now he has fled out of the
land from Absalom.

10 Absalom, whom we anointed over us,
is dead in battle. Now therefore why don’t
you speak a word of bringing the king
back?”

11 King David sent to Zadok and to Abi-
athar the priests, saying, “Speak to the el-
ders of Judah, saying, ‘Why are you the last
to bring the kingback tohis house, since the
speech of all Israel has come to the king, to
return him to his house?

12 You are my brothers. You are my bone
and my flesh. Why then are you the last to
bring back the king?’

13 Say to Amasa, ‘Aren’t you my bone and
my flesh? God do so to me, and more also,
if you aren’t captain of the army before me
continually instead of Joab.’ ”

14 He bowed the heart of all the men of
Judah, even as oneman, so that they sent to
the king, saying, “Return, you and all your
servants.”

15 So the king returned, and came to the
Jordan. Judah came to Gilgal, to go to meet
the king, to bring the king over the Jordan.

16 Shimei the son of Gera, the Benjamite,
who was of Bahurim, hurried and came
down with the men of Judah to meet King
David.

17 There were a thousand men of Ben-
jamin with him, and Ziba the servant of
Saul’s house, and his fifteen sons and his
twenty servants with him; and they went
through the Jordan in the presence of the
king.

18 A ferry boat went to bring over the
king’shousehold, and todowhathe thought
good.

Shimei the son of Gera fell down before
thekingwhenhehad comeover the Jordan.

19He said to the king, “Don’t let my lord
impute iniquity to me, or remember that
which your servant did perversely the day
thatmy lord the kingwent out of Jerusalem,
that the king should take it to his heart.

20 For your servant knows that I have
sinned. Therefore behold, I have come to-
day as the first of all the house of Joseph to
go down tomeet my lord the king.”

21 But Abishai the son of Zeruiah an-
swered, “Shouldn’t Shimei be put to death
for this, because he cursed the LORD’s
anointed?”

22 David said, “What have I to do with
you, you sons of Zeruiah, that you should
be adversaries to me today? Shall any man
be put to death today in Israel? For don’t I
know that I am king over Israel today?”

23 The king said to Shimei, “You will not
die.” The king swore to him.

24 Mephibosheth the son of Saul came
down to meet the king; and he had neither
groomed his feet, nor trimmed his beard,
nor washed his clothes, from the day the
king departed until the day he came home
in peace.

25 When he had come to Jerusalem to
meet the king, the king said to him, “Why
didn’t you go withme, Mephibosheth?”

26 He answered, “My lord, O king, my
servant deceivedme. For your servant said,
‘Iwill saddle a donkey formyself, that Imay
ride on it and go with the king,’ because
your servant is lame.

27 He has slandered your servant to my
lord the king, but my lord the king is as an
angel of God. Therefore do what is good in
your eyes.

28For allmy father’s housewere but dead
men before my lord the king; yet you set
your servant amongst thosewhoate at your
own table. What right therefore have I yet
that I should appeal anymore to the king?”

29 The king said to him, “Why do you
speak any more of your matters? I say, you
and Ziba divide the land.”

30Mephibosheth said to the king, “Yes, let
him take all, because my lord the king has
come in peace to his own house.”

31Barzillai the Gileadite camedown from
Rogelim; and he went over the Jordan with
the king to conduct him over the Jordan.

32 Now Barzillai was a very aged man,
even eighty years old. He had provided
the kingwith sustenancewhile he stayed at
Mahanaim, for he was a very great man.

33 The king said to Barzillai, “Come over
with me, and I will sustain you with me in
Jerusalem.”
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34 Barzillai said to the king, “How many
are the days of the years of my life, that I
should go up with the king to Jerusalem?

35 I am eighty years old, today. Can I
discern between good and bad? Can your
servant tastewhat I eatorwhat Idrink? Can
I hear the voice of singing men and singing
women any more? Why then should your
servant be a burden tomy lord the king?

36 Your servant will just go over the Jor-
dan with the king. Why should the king
repaymewith such a reward?

37Please let your servant turn back again,
that Imaydie inmyowncity, by the graveof
my father andmymother. But behold, your
servant Chimham; let him go over with my
lord theking; anddo tohimwhat shall seem
good to you.”

38 The king answered, “Chimham shall
go over with me, and I will do to him that
which shall seem good to you. Whatever
you request of me, that I will do for you.”

39 All the people went over the Jordan,
and the king went over. Then the king
kissed Barzillai and blessed him; and he
returned to his own place.

40 So the king went over to Gilgal, and
Chimham went over with him. All the peo-
ple of Judah brought the king over, and also
half the people of Israel.

41Behold, all themenof Israel came to the
king, and said to the king, “Why have our
brothers themen of Judah stolen you away,
and brought the king and his household,
over the Jordan, and all David’s men with
him?”

42All themen of Judah answered themen
of Israel, “Because the king is a close rela-
tive to us. Why then are you angry about
this matter? Have we eaten at all at the
king’s cost? Or has he given us any gift?”

43 The men of Israel answered the men
of Judah, and said, “We have ten parts in
the king, and we have also more claim to
David than you. Why then did you despise
us, that our advice should not be first had in
bringing back our king?” The words of the
men of Judah were fiercer than the words
of themen of Israel.

20
1 There happened to be there a wicked

fellow, whose name was Sheba the son of
Bichri, a Benjamite; and he blew the trum-
pet, and said, “Wehave no portion inDavid,
neither have we inheritance in the son of
Jesse. Everyman to his tents, Israel!”

2 So all the men of Israel went up from
following David, and followed Sheba the
son of Bichri; but the men of Judah joined
with their king, from the Jordan even to
Jerusalem.

3 David came to his house at Jerusalem;
and the king took the tenwomen his concu-
bines, whom he had left to keep the house,
andput them in custodyandprovided them
with sustenance, butdidn’t go in to them. So
they were shut up to the day of their death,
living in widowhood.

4 Then the king said to Amasa, “Call me
the men of Judah together within three
days, and be here present.”

5 So Amasa went to call the men of Judah
together, but he stayed longer than the set
time which had been appointed to him.

6 David said to Abishai, “Now Sheba the
son of Bichri will do us more harm than
Absalom did. Take your lord’s servants
and pursue after him, lest he get himself
fortified cities, and escape out of our sight.”

7 Joab’s men went out after him with
the Cherethites, the Pelethites, and all
the mighty men; and they went out of
JerusalemtopursueSheba the sonofBichri.

8Whentheywereat thegreat stonewhich
is in Gibeon, Amasa came to meet them.
Joab was clothed in his apparel of war that
he had put on, and on it was a sash with a
sword fastened on his waist in its sheath;
and as he went along it fell out.

9 Joab said to Amasa, “Is it well with you,
mybrother?” Joab tookAmasa by the beard
with his right hand to kiss him.

10 But Amasa took no heed to the sword
that was in Joab’s hand. So he struck him
with it in the body and shed out his bowels
to the ground, and didn’t strike him again;
and he died. Joab and Abishai his brother
pursued Sheba the son of Bichri.

11One of Joab’s young men stood by him,
and said, “Hewho favours Joab, andhewho
is for David, let him follow Joab!”

12 Amasa lay wallowing in his blood in
the middle of the highway. When the man
saw that all the people stood still, he carried
Amasaout of thehighway into thefield, and
cast a garment over him when he saw that
everyone who came by him stood still.

13When he was removed out of the high-
way, all the people went on after Joab to
pursue Sheba the son of Bichri.

14He went through all the tribes of Israel
to Abel, to BethMaacah, and all the Berites.
Theywere gathered together, andwent also
after him.

15 They came and besieged him in Abel
of Beth Maacah, and they cast up a mound
against the city, and it stood against the
rampart; and all the people who were with
Joab battered the wall to throw it down.

16 Then a wise woman cried out of the
city, “Hear, hear! Please say to Joab, ‘Come
near here, that I may speak with you.’ ”
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17 He came near to her; and the woman
said, “Are you Joab?”
He answered, “I am.”
Then she said to him, “Hear the words of

your servant.”
He answered, “I’m listening.”
18 Then she spoke, saying, “They used to

say in old times, ‘They shall surely ask coun-
sel at Abel,’ and so they settled amatter.

19 I am amongst those who are peaceable
and faithful in Israel. You seek to destroy a
city and a mother in Israel. Why will you
swallow up the LORD’s inheritance?”

20 Joab answered, “Far be it, far be it from
me, that I should swallow up or destroy.

21 The matter is not so. But a man of
the hill country of Ephraim, Sheba the son
of Bichri by name, has lifted up his hand
against the king, even against David. Just
deliver him, and Iwill depart from the city.”
The woman said to Joab, “Behold, his

head will be thrown to you over the wall.”
22Then the womanwent to all the people

in her wisdom. They cut off the head of
Sheba the son of Bichri, and threw it out to
Joab. He blew the trumpet, and they were
dispersed from the city, every man to his
tent. Then Joabreturned to Jerusalemto the
king.

23 Now Joab was over all the army of
Israel, Benaiah the sonof Jehoiadawasover
the Cherethites and over the Pelethites,

24 Adoram was over the men subject
to forced labour, Jehoshaphat the son of
Ahilud was the recorder,

25 Sheva was scribe, Zadok and Abiathar
were priests,

26and Ira the Jairite was chief minister to
David.

21
1There was a famine in the days of David

for three years, year after year; and David
sought the face of the LORD. The LORD said,
“It is for Saul, and for his bloody house,
because he put the Gibeonites to death.”

2 The king called the Gibeonites and said
to them (now the Gibeonites were not of
the children of Israel, but of the remnant
of the Amorites, and the children of Israel
had sworn to them; and Saul sought to kill
them in his zeal for the children of Israel
and Judah);

3 and David said to the Gibeonites, “What
should I do for you? And with what should
I make atonement, that you may bless the
LORD’s inheritance?”

4 The Gibeonites said to him, “It is no
matter of silver or goldbetweenus andSaul
or his house; neither is it for us to put any
man to death in Israel.”

He said, “I will do for you whatever you
say.”

5Theysaid to theking, “Themanwhocon-
sumed us and who plotted against us, that
we should be destroyed from remaining in
any of the borders of Israel,

6 let sevenmen of his sons be delivered to
us, and we will hang them up to the LORD
in Gibeah of Saul, the chosen of the LORD.”
The king said, “I will give them.”
7 But the king spared Mephibosheth the

son of Jonathan the son of Saul, because of
theLORD’s oath thatwasbetween them, be-
tween David and Jonathan the son of Saul.

8But the king took the two sons of Rizpah
the daughter of Aiah, whom she bore to
Saul, Armoni and Mephibosheth; and the
five sons of Merab the daughter of Saul,
whomshe bore toAdriel the son of Barzillai
the Meholathite.

9He delivered them into the hands of the
Gibeonites; and they hanged them on the
mountain before the LORD, and all seven of
them fell together. They were put to death
in thedaysofharvest, in thefirst days, at the
beginning of barley harvest.

10Rizpah the daughter of Aiah took sack-
cloth and spread it for herself on the rock,
from the beginning of harvest until water
poured on them from the sky. She allowed
neither the birds of the sky to rest on them
by day, nor the animals of the field by night.

11Davidwas told what Rizpah the daugh-
ter ofAiah, the concubine of Saul, haddone.

12 So David went and took the bones of
Saul and thebones of Jonathanhis son from
the men of Jabesh Gilead, who had stolen
them from the street of Beth Shan, where
the Philistines had hanged them in the day
that the Philistines killed Saul in Gilboa;

13andhebroughtup fromthere thebones
of Saul and the bones of Jonathan his son.
They also gathered the bones of those who
were hanged.

14 They buried the bones of Saul and
Jonathanhis son in the countryofBenjamin
in Zela, in the tomb of Kish his father;
and they performed all that the king com-
manded. After that, God answered prayer
for the land.

15 The Philistines had war again with Is-
rael; and David went down, and his ser-
vants with him, and fought against the
Philistines. David grew faint;

16 and Ishbibenob, who was of the sons
of the giant, the weight of whose spear was
three hundred shekels of bronze in weight,
he being armed with a new sword, thought
he would kill David.

17 But Abishai the son of Zeruiah helped
him, and struck the Philistine and killed
him. Then the men of David swore to him,
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saying, “Don’t go out with us to battle any
more, so that you don’t quench the lamp of
Israel.”

18 After this, there was again war with
the Philistines at Gob. Then Sibbecai the
Hushathite killed Saph,whowas of the sons
of the giant.

19 There was again war with the
Philistines at Gob, and Elhanan the son
of Jaare-Oregim the Bethlehemite killed
Goliath the Gittite’s brother, the staff of
whose spear was like a weaver’s beam.

20 There was again war at Gath, where
there was a man of great stature, who had
six fingers on every hand and six toes on
every foot, twenty-four in number, and he
also was born to the giant.

21Whenhedefied Israel, Jonathan the son
of Shimei, David’s brother, killed him.

22 These four were born to the giant in
Gath; and they fell by the hand ofDavid and
by the hand of his servants.

22
1 David spoke to the LORD the words of

this song in the day that the LORDdelivered
him out of the hand of all his enemies, and
out of the hand of Saul,

2and he said:
“The LORD is my rock,

my fortress,
andmy deliverer, evenmine;

3God is my rock in whom I take refuge;
my shield, and the horn of my salva-
tion,

my high tower, andmy refuge.
My saviour, you saveme fromviolence.

4 I call on the LORD, who is worthy to be
praised;

So shall I be saved frommy enemies.
5For the waves of death surroundedme.

The floods of ungodliness made me
afraid.

6The cords of Sheol†were aroundme.
The snares of death caught me.

7 In my distress, I called on the LORD.
Yes, I called to my God.

He heardmy voice out of his temple.
My cry came into his ears.

8Then the earth shook and trembled.
The foundations of heaven quaked and
were shaken,

because he was angry.
9 Smoke went up out of his nostrils.

Consuming fire came out of his mouth.
Coals were kindled by it.

10 He bowed the heavens also, and came
down.

Thick darkness was under his feet.
11He rode on a cherub, and flew.

Yes, he was seen on the wings of the
wind.

12Hemade darkness a shelter around him-
self,

gathering ofwaters, and thick clouds of
the skies.

13At the brightness before him,
coals of fire were kindled.

14The LORD thundered from heaven.
TheMost High uttered his voice.

15He sent out arrows and scattered them,
lightning and confused them.

16Then the channels of the sea appeared.
The foundations of the world were laid
bare by the LORD’s rebuke,

at the blast of the breath of his nostrils.

17He sent from on high and he tookme.
He drewme out of manywaters.

18He deliveredme frommy strong enemy,
from those who hated me, for they
were toomighty for me.

19 They came on me in the day of my
calamity,

but the LORDwasmy support.
20He also broughtme out into a large place.

He delivered me, because he delighted
inme.

21 The LORD rewarded me according to my
righteousness.

He rewarded me according to the
cleanness of my hands.

22For I have kept the LORD’s ways,
and have not wickedly departed from
my God.

23For all his ordinances were before me.
As for his statutes, I didn’t depart from
them.

24 I was also perfect towards him.
I kept myself frommy iniquity.

25 Therefore the LORD has rewarded me
according to my righteousness,

According to my cleanness in his eye-
sight.

26With the merciful you will show yourself
merciful.

With the perfect man you will show
yourself perfect.

27With the pure youwill show yourself
pure.

With the crooked you will show your-
self shrewd.

28Youwill save the afflicted people,
but your eyes are on the arrogant, that
youmay bring them down.

29For you aremy lamp, LORD.
The LORDwill light upmy darkness.

30For by you, I run against a troop.
Bymy God, I leap over a wall.

† 22:6: Sheol is the place of the dead.
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31As for God, his way is perfect.
The LORD’s word is tested.
He is a shield to all those who take
refuge in him.

32For who is God, besides the LORD?
Who is a rock, besides our God?

33God is my strong fortress.
Hemakes myway perfect.

34Hemakes his feet like hinds’ feet,
and sets me onmy high places.

35He teaches my hands to war,
so that my arms bend a bow of bronze.

36You have also givenme the shield of your
salvation.

Your gentleness has mademe great.
37You have enlargedmy steps under me.

My feet have not slipped.
38 I have pursued my enemies and de-

stroyed them.
I didn’t turn again until they were con-
sumed.

39 I have consumed them,
and struck them through,
so that they can’t arise.
Yes, they have fallen undermy feet.

40For you have armedmewith strength for
the battle.

You have subdued underme thosewho
rose up against me.

41 You have also made my enemies turn
their backs to me,

that I might cut off those who hate me.
42They looked, but therewasnoone to save;

even to the LORD, but he didn’t answer
them.

43 Then I beat them as small as the dust of
the earth.

I crushed them as the mire of the
streets, and spread them abroad.

44 You also have delivered me from the
strivings of my people.

You have kept me to be the head of the
nations.

A people whom I have not known will
serveme.

45The foreigners will submit themselves to
me.

As soon as they hear of me, they will
obeyme.

46The foreigners will fade away,
and will come trembling out of their
close places.

47The LORD lives!
Blessed bemy rock!

Exalted be God, the rock of my salvation,
48 even the God who executes
vengeance for me,

who brings down peoples under me,

49 who brings me away from my ene-
mies.

Yes, you lift me up above those who rise up
against me.

You deliver me from the violent man.
50Therefore Iwill give thanks to you, LORD,

amongst the nations,
and will sing praises to your name.

51He gives great deliverance to his king,
and shows loving kindness to his
anointed,

to David and to his offspring, forever
more.”

23
1Now these are the last words of David.

David the son of Jesse says,
the manwhowas raised on high says,
the anointed of the God of Jacob,
the sweet psalmist of Israel:

2 “The LORD’s Spirit spoke byme.
His word was onmy tongue.

3The God of Israel said,
the Rock of Israel spoke to me,
‘Onewho rules over men righteously,
who rules in the fear of God,

4 shall be as the light of the morning when
the sun rises,

a morning without clouds,
when the tender grass springs out of
the earth,

through clear shining after rain.’
5 Isn’t my house so with God?

Yet he hasmadewithmean everlasting
covenant,

ordered in all things, and sure,
for it is all my salvation and all my
desire.

Won’t he make it grow?
6But all the ungodly will be as thorns to be

thrust away,
because they can’t be taken with the
hand.

7 The man who touches them must be
armed with iron and the staff of a
spear.

They will be utterly burnt with fire in their
place.”

8 These are the names of the mighty men
whom David had: Josheb Basshebeth a
Tahchemonite, chief of the captains; hewas
called Adino the Eznite, who killed eight
hundred at one time.

9After him was Eleazar the son of Dodai
the son of an Ahohite, one of the three
mighty men with David when they defied
the Philistines who were there gathered to-
gether to battle, and the men of Israel had
gone away.

10Hearoseandstruck thePhilistinesuntil
his hand was weary, and his hand froze to
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the sword; and the LORD worked a great
victory that day; and the people returned
after him only to take plunder.

11 After him was Shammah the son of
Agee a Hararite. The Philistines had gath-
ered together into a troop where there was
a plot of ground full of lentils; and the peo-
ple fled from the Philistines.

12 But he stood in the middle of the plot
and defended it, and killed the Philistines;
and the LORDworked a great victory.

13 Three of the thirty chief men went
down, and came to David in the harvest
time to thecaveofAdullam; and the troopof
the Philistines was encamped in the valley
of Rephaim.

14David was then in the stronghold; and
the garrison of the Philistines was then in
Bethlehem.

15David said longingly, “Oh that someone
would givemewater to drink from thewell
of Bethlehem, which is by the gate!”

16 The three mighty men broke through
the army of the Philistines, and drewwater
out of thewell of Bethlehem thatwas by the
gate and took it and brought it to David; but
hewould not drink of it, but poured it out to
the LORD.

17He said, “Be it far from me, LORD, that
I should do this! Isn’t this the blood of the
men who risked their lives to go?” There-
forehewouldnotdrink it. The threemighty
men did these things.

18Abishai, the brother of Joab, the son of
Zeruiah, was chief of the three. He lifted up
his spear against three hundred and killed
them, and had a name amongst the three.

19 Wasn’t he most honourable of the
three? Therefore he was made their cap-
tain. However he wasn’t included as one of
the three.

20 Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, the son
of a valiant man of Kabzeel, who had done
mighty deeds, killed the two sons of Ariel of
Moab. He also went down and killed a lion
in themiddle of a pit in a time of snow.

21 He killed a huge Egyptian, and the
Egyptian had a spear in his hand; but he
went down to him with a staff and plucked
the spear out of the Egyptian’s hand, and
killed himwith his own spear.

22 Benaiah the son of Jehoiada did these
things, and had a name amongst the three
mighty men.

23 He was more honourable than the
thirty, but he didn’t attain to the three.
David set him over his guard.

24 Asahel the brother of Joab was one
of the thirty: Elhanan the son of Dodo of
Bethlehem,

25 Shammah the Harodite, Elika the Har-
odite,

26Helez the Paltite, Ira the son of Ikkesh
the Tekoite,

27Abiezer the Anathothite, Mebunnai the
Hushathite,

28 Zalmon the Ahohite, Maharai the Ne-
tophathite,

29 Heleb the son of Baanah the Ne-
tophathite, Ittai the son of Ribai of Gibeah
of the children of Benjamin,

30 Benaiah a Pirathonite, Hiddai of the
brooks of Gaash.

31 Abialbon the Arbathite, Azmaveth the
Barhumite,

32 Eliahba the Shaalbonite, the sons of
Jashen, Jonathan,

33 Shammah the Hararite, Ahiam the son
of Sharar the Ararite,

34Eliphelet the son of Ahasbai, the son of
theMaacathite, Eliam the sonofAhithophel
the Gilonite,

35Hezro the Carmelite, Paarai the Arbite,
36 Igal the son of Nathan of Zobah, Bani

the Gadite,
37 Zelek the Ammonite, Naharai the

Beerothite, armour bearers to Joab the son
of Zeruiah,

38 Ira the Ithrite, Gareb the Ithrite,
39 and Uriah the Hittite: thirty-seven in

all.

24
1 Again the LORD’s anger burnt against

Israel, and he moved David against them,
saying, “Go, count Israel and Judah.”

2 The king said to Joab the captain of the
army, who was with him, “Now go back
and forth through all the tribes of Israel,
fromDan even to Beersheba, and count the
people, that I may know the sum of the
people.”

3 Joab said to the king, “Now may the
LORD your God add to the people, however
many theymay be, one hundred times; and
may the eyes of my lord the king see it. But
why does my lord the king delight in this
thing?”

4 Notwithstanding, the king’s word pre-
vailed against Joab and against the captains
of the army. Joab and the captains of the
army went out from the presence of the
king to count the people of Israel.

5 They passed over the Jordan and en-
camped inAroer, on the right side of the city
that is in themiddleof thevalleyofGad, and
to Jazer;

6 then they came to Gilead and to the land
of Tahtim Hodshi; and they came to Dan
Jaan and around to Sidon,

7and came to the stronghold of Tyre, and
to all the cities of the Hivites and of the
Canaanites; and they went out to the south
of Judah, at Beersheba.
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8 So when they had gone back and
forth through all the land, they came to
Jerusalem at the end of nine months and
twenty days.

9 Joab gave up the sum of the counting of
the people to the king; and there were in
Israel eight hundred thousand valiant men
who drew the sword, and the men of Judah
were five hundred thousandmen.

10 David’s heart struck him after he had
counted the people. David said to the LORD,
“I have sinned greatly in that which I have
done. But now, the LORD, put away, I beg
you, the iniquity of your servant; for I have
done very foolishly.”

11 When David rose up in the morning,
the LORD’s word came to the prophet Gad,
David’s seer, saying,

12“Goandspeak toDavid, ‘TheLORDsays,
“I offer you three things. Choose one of
them, that I may do it to you.” ’ ”

13 So Gad came to David, and told him,
saying, “Shall seven years of famine come
to you in your land? Or will you flee three
months before your foes while they pursue
you? Or shall therebe threedays’pestilence
in your land? Now answer, and consider
what answer I shall return to himwho sent
me.”

14David said to Gad, “I am in distress. Let
us fall now into the LORD’s hand, for his
mercies are great. Letmenot fall intoman’s
hand.”

15 So the LORD sent a pestilence on Israel
from the morning even to the appointed
time; and seventy thousandmendied of the
people from Dan even to Beersheba.

16When the angel stretched out his hand
towards Jerusalem to destroy it, the LORD
relented of the disaster, and said to the an-
gel who destroyed the people, “It is enough.
Now withdraw your hand.” The LORD’s
angelwasby the threshingfloorofAraunah
the Jebusite.

17David spoke to the LORD when he saw
the angel who struck the people, and said,
“Behold, I have sinned, and I have done
perversely; but these sheep,whathave they
done? Please let your hand be against me,
and against my father’s house.”

18 Gad came that day to David and said
to him, “Go up, build an altar to the LORD
on the threshing floor of Araunah the Je-
busite.”

19David went up according to the saying
of Gad, as the LORD commanded.

20 Araunah looked out, and saw the king
and his servants coming on towards him.
ThenAraunahwent out and bowed himself
before the king with his face to the ground.

21 Araunah said, “Why has my lord the
king come to his servant?”
David said, “To buy your threshing floor,

tobuildanaltar to theLORD, that theplague
may be stopped from afflicting the people.”

22 Araunah said to David, “Let my lord
the king take and offer upwhat seems good
to him. Behold, the cattle for the burnt
offering, and the threshing sledges and the
yokes of the oxen for the wood.

23 All this, O king, does Araunah give to
the king.” Araunah said to the king, “May
the LORD your God accept you.”

24Theking said toAraunah, “No, but Iwill
most certainly buy it from you for a price.
I will not offer burnt offerings to the LORD
my God which cost me nothing.” So David
bought the threshing floor and the oxen for
fifty shekels† of silver.

25David built an altar to the LORD there,
and offered burnt offerings and peace of-
ferings. So the LORD was entreated for the
land, and the plague was removed from
Israel.

† 24:24: A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 50 shekels is about 0.5 kilograms or 1.1 pounds.
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The First Book of Kings
1Now King David was old and advanced

inyears; and theycoveredhimwithclothes,
but he couldn’t keep warm.

2Thereforehis servants said tohim, “Leta
young virgin be sought formy lord the king.
Let her stand before the king, and cherish
him; and let her lie in your bosom, that my
lord the kingmay keep warm.”

3 So they sought for a beautiful young
lady throughout all the borders of Israel,
and found Abishag the Shunammite, and
brought her to the king.

4The young lady was very beautiful; and
she cherished the king, and served him; but
the king didn’t know her intimately.

5 Then Adonijah the son of Haggith ex-
alted himself, saying, “I will be king.” Then
he prepared him chariots and horsemen,
and fifty men to run before him.

6His father had not displeased himat any
time in saying, “Why have you done so?”
and hewas also a very handsomeman; and
he was born after Absalom.

7 He conferred with Joab the son of
Zeruiah and with Abiathar the priest; and
they followed Adonijah and helped him.

8But Zadok the priest, Benaiah the son of
Jehoiada, Nathan the prophet, Shimei, Rei,
and themightymenwhobelonged toDavid,
were not with Adonijah.

9 Adonijah killed sheep, cattle, and
fatlings by the stone of Zoheleth, which
is beside En Rogel; and he called all his
brothers, the king’s sons, and all the men
of Judah, the king’s servants;

10 but he didn’t call Nathan the prophet,
and Benaiah, and the mighty men, and
Solomon his brother.

11 Then Nathan spoke to Bathsheba the
mother of Solomon, saying, “Haven’t you
heard that Adonijah the son of Haggith
reigns, and David our lord doesn’t know it?

12Now therefore come, please letme give
you counsel, that you may save your own
life and your son Solomon’s life.

13Go in toKingDavid, and tell him, ‘Didn’t
you, my lord the king, swear to your ser-
vant, saying, “Assuredly Solomon your son
shall reign after me, and he shall sit on my
throne”? Why then does Adonijah reign?’

14 Behold,† while you are still talking
there with the king, I will also come in after
you and confirm your words.”

15 Bathsheba went in to the king in his
room. The king was very old; and Abishag
the Shunammite was serving the king.

16 Bathsheba bowed and showed respect
to the king. The king said, “Whatwould you
like?”

17 She said to him, “My lord, you swore
by the LORD‡ your God§ to your servant,
‘Assuredly Solomon your son shall reign
after me, and he shall sit onmy throne.’

18Now, behold, Adonijah reigns; and you,
my lord the king, don’t know it.

19 He has slain cattle and fatlings and
sheep in abundance, and has called all the
sons of the king, Abiathar the priest, and
Joab the captain of the army; but he hasn’t
called Solomon your servant.

20 You, my lord the king, the eyes of all
Israel are on you, that you should tell them
who will sit on the throne of my lord the
king after him.

21Otherwise itwill happen,whenmy lord
the king sleeps with his fathers, that I and
my son Solomon will be considered crimi-
nals.”

22Behold, while she was still talking with
the king, Nathan the prophet came in.

23 They told the king, saying, “Behold,
Nathan the prophet!”
When he had come in before the king, he

bowedhimself before the kingwith his face
to the ground.

24Nathan said, “My lord, King, have you
said, ‘Adonijah shall reign after me, and he
shall sit onmy throne’?

25 For he has gone down today, and has
slain cattle, fatlings, and sheep in abun-
dance, and has called all the king’s sons,
the captains of the army, and Abiathar the
priest. Behold, they are eating and drink-
ing before him, and saying, ‘Long live King
Adonijah!’

26 But he hasn’t called me, even me your
servant, Zadok the priest, Benaiah the son
of Jehoiada, and your servant Solomon.

27Was this thingdonebymy lord theking,
and you haven’t shown to your servants
who should sit on the throne of my lord the
king after him?”

28 Then King David answered, “Call
Bathsheba in to me.” She came into the
king’s presence and stood before the king.

29The king vowed and said, “As the LORD
lives, who has redeemed my soul out of all
adversity,

30most certainly as I swore to you by the
LORD, the God of Israel, saying, ‘Assuredly

† 1:14: “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
‡ 1:17: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew
,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). § 1:17: The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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Solomon your son shall reign after me, and
he shall sit onmy throne inmy place;’ I will
most certainly do this today.”

31ThenBathshebabowedwithher face to
the earth and showed respect to the king,
and said, “Let my lord King David live for-
ever!”

32King David said, “Call to me Zadok the
priest, Nathan theprophet, andBenaiah the
son of Jehoiada.” They came before the
king.

33 The king said to them, “Take with
you the servants of your lord, and cause
Solomon my son to ride on my own mule,
and bring him down to Gihon.

34 Let Zadok the priest and Nathan the
prophet anoint him there king over Israel.
Blow the trumpet, and say, ‘Long live King
Solomon!’

35 Then come up after him, and he shall
come and sit on my throne; for he shall be
king in my place. I have appointed him to
be prince over Israel and over Judah.”

36 Benaiah the son of Jehoiada answered
the king, and said, “Amen. May the LORD,
the God of my lord the king, say so.

37As the LORD has been withmy lord the
king, even so may he be with Solomon, and
make his throne greater than the throne of
my lord King David.”

38 So Zadok the priest, Nathan the
prophet, Benaiah the son of Jehoiada,
and the Cherethites and the Pelethites
went down and had Solomon ride on King
David’s mule, and brought him to Gihon.

39 Zadok the priest took the horn of oil
from the Tent, and anointed Solomon. They
blew the trumpet; and all the people said,
“Long live King Solomon!”

40 All the people came up after him, and
the people piped with pipes, and rejoiced
with great joy, so that the earth shook with
their sound.

41 Adonijah and all the guests who were
with him heard it as they had finished eat-
ing. When Joab heard the sound of the
trumpet, he said, “Why is this noise of the
city being in an uproar?”

42 While he yet spoke, behold, Jonathan
the son of Abiathar the priest came; and
Adonijah said, “Come in; for you are a wor-
thyman, and bring good news.”

43 Jonathan answered Adonijah, “Most
certainly our lord King David has made
Solomon king.

44 The king has sent with him Zadok the
priest, Nathan the prophet, Benaiah the son
of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites and the
Pelethites; and theyhavecausedhimto ride
on the king’s mule.

45 Zadok the priest and Nathan the
prophet have anointed him king in Gihon.

They have come up from there rejoicing, so
that the city rang again. This is the noise
that you have heard.

46Also, Solomon sits on the throne of the
kingdom.

47 Moreover the king’s servants came to
bless our lordKingDavid, saying, ‘Mayyour
Godmake the name of Solomon better than
your name, and make his throne greater
than your throne;’ and the king bowedhim-
self on the bed.

48Also thus said the king, ‘Blessed be the
LORD, the God of Israel, who has given one
to sit on my throne today, my eyes even
seeing it.’ ”

49All the guests of Adonijah were afraid,
and rose up, and eachmanwent his way.

50 Adonijah was afraid because of
Solomon; andhe arose, andwent, andhung
onto the horns of the altar.

51 Solomon was told, “Behold, Adonijah
fears King Solomon; for, behold, he is hang-
ing onto the horns of the altar, saying, ‘Let
King Solomon swear to me first that he will
not kill his servant with the sword.’ ”

52 Solomon said, “If he shows himself a
worthyman, not ahair of his shall fall to the
earth; but if wickedness is found in him, he
shall die.”

53 So King Solomon sent, and they
brought him down from the altar. He came
and bowed down to King Solomon; and
Solomon said to him, “Go to your house.”

2
1 Now the days of David came near that

he should die; andhe commanded Solomon
his son, saying,

2 “I am going the way of all the earth. You
be strong therefore, and show yourself a
man;

3 and keep the instruction of the LORD
your God, to walk in his ways, to keep
his statutes, his commandments, his ordi-
nances, and his testimonies, according to
that which is written in the law of Moses,
that youmay prosper in all that you do and
wherever you turn yourself.

4 Then the LORD may establish his word
which he spoke concerning me, saying, ‘If
your children are careful of their way, to
walk before me in truth with all their heart
and with all their soul, there shall not fail
you,’ he said, ‘aman on the throne of Israel.’

5 “Moreover you know alsowhat Joab the
son of Zeruiah did to me, even what he did
to the two captains of the armies of Israel,
to Abner the son of Ner and to Amasa the
son of Jether, whom he killed, and shed the
blood of war in peace, and put the blood of
war on his sash that was around his waist
and in his sandals that were on his feet.
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6Do therefore according to your wisdom,
and don’t let his grey head go down to
Sheol† in peace.

7But show kindness to the sons of Barzil-
lai the Gileadite, and let them be amongst
those who eat at your table; for so they
came tomewhen I fled from Absalom your
brother.

8 “Behold, there is with you Shimei the
son of Gera, the Benjamite of Bahurim,who
cursed me with a grievous curse in the day
when I went to Mahanaim; but he came
down tomeetme at the Jordan, and I swore
to him by the LORD, saying, ‘I will not put
you to death with the sword.’

9Now therefore don’t hold him guiltless,
for you are a wise man; and you will know
what you ought to do to him, and you shall
bring his grey head down to Sheol‡ with
blood.”

10 David slept with his fathers, and was
buried in David’s city.

11The days that David reigned over Israel
were forty years; he reigned seven years in
Hebron, and he reigned thirty-three years
in Jerusalem.

12 Solomon sat on David his father’s
throne; and his kingdom was firmly estab-
lished.

13ThenAdonijah the son of Haggith came
to Bathsheba the mother of Solomon. She
said, “Do you come peaceably?”
He said, “Peaceably.
14He said moreover, I have something to

tell you.”
She said, “Say on.”
15 He said, “You know that the kingdom

was mine, and that all Israel set their faces
on me, that I should reign. However, the
kingdom is turned around, and has become
my brother’s; for it was his from the LORD.

16 Now I ask one petition of you. Don’t
denyme.”
She said to him, “Say on.”
17He said, “Please speak to Solomon the

king (for he will not tell you ‘no’), that he
give me Abishag the Shunammite as wife.”

18 Bathsheba said, “All right. I will speak
for you to the king.”

19 Bathsheba therefore went to King
Solomon, to speak to him for Adonijah.
The king rose up to meet her and bowed
himself to her, and sat down on his throne
and caused a throne to be set for the king’s
mother; and she sat on his right hand.

20Then she said, “I ask one small petition
of you; don’t denyme.”
The king said to her, “Ask on, my mother,

for I will not deny you.”

21She said, “Let Abishag the Shunammite
be given to Adonijah your brother as wife.”

22 King Solomon answered his mother,
“Why do you ask Abishag the Shunammite
for Adonijah? Ask for him the kingdom
also, for he is my elder brother; even for
him, and for Abiathar the priest, and for
Joab the son of Zeruiah.”

23ThenKing Solomon sworeby theLORD,
saying, “God do so to me, and more also, if
Adonijah has not spoken this word against
his own life.

24Now therefore as the LORD lives, who
has establishedme and setme onmy father
David’s throne, and who has made me a
houseashepromised, surelyAdonijah shall
be put to death today.”

25 King Solomon sent Benaiah the son of
Jehoiada; andhe fell onhim, so that hedied.

26 To Abiathar the priest the king said,
“Go to Anathoth, to your own fields, for
you are worthy of death. But I will not
at this time put you to death, because you
bore the Lord§ GOD’s ark before David my
father, and because youwere afflicted in all
in whichmy father was afflicted.”

27 So Solomon thrust Abiathar out from
beingpriest to theLORD, that hemight fulfil
the LORD’s word which he spoke concern-
ing the house of Eli in Shiloh.

28 This news came to Joab; for Joab had
followed Adonijah, although he didn’t fol-
low Absalom. Joab fled to the LORD’s Tent,
and held onto the horns of the altar.

29 King Solomon was told, “Joab has fled
to the LORD’s Tent; and behold, he is by the
altar.” Then Solomon sent Benaiah the son
of Jehoiada, saying, “Go, fall on him.”

30 Benaiah came to the LORD’s Tent, and
said to him, “The king says, ‘Come out!’ ”
He said, “No; but I will die here.”
Benaiah brought the king word again,

saying, “This is what Joab said, and this is
how he answeredme.”

31 The king said to him, “Do as he has
said, and fall on him, and bury him, that
you may take away the blood, which Joab
shed without cause, from me and from my
father’s house.

32 The LORD will return his blood on his
ownhead, because he fell on twomenmore
righteous and better than he, and killed
them with the sword, and my father David
didn’t know it: Abner the son of Ner, cap-
tain of the army of Israel, and Amasa the
son of Jether, captain of the army of Judah.

33 So their blood will return on the head
of Joab and on the head of his offspring†
forever. But for David, for his offspring, for

† 2:6: Sheol is the place of the dead. ‡ 2:9: Sheol is the place of the dead. § 2:26: The word translated “Lord” is
“Adonai.” † 2:33: or, seed
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his house, and for his throne, there will be
peace forever from the LORD.”

34Then Benaiah the son of Jehoiadawent
up and fell on him, and killed him; and he
was buried in his own house in the wilder-
ness.

35 The king put Benaiah the son of Je-
hoiada in his place over the army; and the
king put Zadok the priest in the place of
Abiathar.

36 The king sent and called for Shimei,
and said to him, “Build yourself a house
in Jerusalem, and live there, and don’t go
anywhere else.

37For on the day you go out and pass over
the brookKidron, know for certain that you
will surely die. Your blood will be on your
own head.”

38 Shimei said to the king, “What you say
is good. Asmy lord the king has said, sowill
your servant do.” Shimei lived in Jerusalem
many days.

39 At the end of three years, two of
Shimei’s slaves ran away to Achish, son of
Maacah, king of Gath. They told Shimei,
saying, “Behold, your slaves are in Gath.”

40 Shimei arose, saddled his donkey, and
went to Gath to Achish to seek his slaves;
and Shimei went and brought his slaves
from Gath.

41Solomonwas told that Shimei had gone
from Jerusalem to Gath, and had come
again.

42 The king sent and called for Shimei,
and said to him, “Didn’t I adjure you by
the LORD and warn you, saying, ‘Know for
certain that on the day you go out and walk
anywhere else, you shall surely die’? You
said to me, ‘The saying that I have heard is
good.’

43 Why then have you not kept the oath
of the LORD and the commandment that I
have instructed you with?”

44The king saidmoreover to Shimei, “You
know in your heart all the wickedness that
you did to David my father. Therefore the
LORD will return your wickedness on your
own head.

45 But King Solomon will be blessed, and
David’s throne will be established before
the LORD forever.”

46 So the king commanded Benaiah the
son of Jehoiada; and he went out, and fell
on him, so that he died. The kingdom was
established in the hand of Solomon.

3
1Solomonmade amarriage alliancewith

Pharaoh king of Egypt. He took Pharaoh’s
daughter and brought her into David’s city
until he had finished building his own

house, the LORD’s house, and the wall
around Jerusalem.

2 However, the people sacrificed in the
high places, because there was not yet a
house built for the LORD’s name.

3 Solomon loved the LORD, walking in
the statutes of David his father, except that
he sacrificed and burnt incense in the high
places.

4 The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice
there, for that was the great high place.
Solomon offered a thousand burnt offer-
ings on that altar.

5 In Gibeon, the LORD appeared to
Solomon in a dreamby night; and God said,
“Ask for what I should give you.”

6 Solomon said, “You have shown to your
servant David my father great loving kind-
ness, because he walked before you in
truth, in righteousness, and in uprightness
of heart with you. You have kept for him
this great loving kindness, that you have
given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is
today.

7 Now, LORD my God, you have made
your servant king instead of David my fa-
ther. I am just a little child. I don’t know
how to go out or come in.

8 Your servant is amongst your people
which you have chosen, a great people, that
can’t be numbered or counted for multi-
tude.

9 Give your servant therefore an under-
standing heart to judge your people, that
I may discern between good and evil; for
who is able to judge this great people of
yours?”

10 This request pleased the Lord, that
Solomon had asked this thing.

11 God said to him, “Because you have
asked this thing, and have not asked for
yourself long life, nor have you asked for
riches for yourself, nor have you asked for
the life of your enemies, but have asked for
yourself understanding to discern justice,

12 behold, I have done according to your
word. Behold, I have given you a wise and
understandingheart, so that therehas been
no one like you before you, and after you
none will arise like you.

13 I have also given you that which you
have not asked, both riches and honour, so
that therewill not be any amongst the kings
like you for all your days.

14 If youwill walk inmyways, to keepmy
statutes and my commandments, as your
father David walked, then I will lengthen
your days.”

15 Solomon awoke; and behold, it was
a dream. Then he came to Jerusalem
and stood before the ark of the LORD’s
covenant, and offered up burnt offerings,
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offered peace offerings, and made a feast
for all his servants.

16Then twowomenwhowere prostitutes
came to the king, and stood before him.

17 The one woman said, “Oh, my lord,
I and this woman dwell in one house. I
delivered a child with her in the house.

18 The third day after I delivered, this
woman delivered also. We were together.
Therewas no strangerwith us in the house,
just us two in the house.

19 This woman’s child died in the night,
because she lay on it.

20She arose atmidnight, and tookmy son
from beside me while your servant slept,
and laid it in her bosom, and laid her dead
child inmy bosom.

21When I rose in themorning tonursemy
child, behold, he was dead; but when I had
lookedat him in themorning, behold, itwas
not my son whom I bore.”

22 The other woman said, “No! But the
living one is my son, and the dead one is
your son.”
The first one said, “No! But the dead one

is your son, and the living one is my son.”
They argued like this before the king.

23 Then the king said, “One says, ‘This is
my son who lives, and your son is the dead
one;’ and theother says, ‘No! But your son is
thedeadone, andmy son is the living one.’ ”

24Theking said, “Getmeasword.” So they
brought a sword before the king.

25Theking said, “Divide the living child in
two, and give half to the one, and half to the
other.”

26Then thewomanwhose the living child
was spoke to the king, for herheart yearned
over her son, and she said, “Oh, my lord,
give her the living child, and in no way kill
him!”
But the other said, “He shall be neither

mine nor yours. Divide him.”
27Then the king answered, “Give the first

woman the living child, and definitely do
not kill him. She is his mother.”

28All Israel heardof the judgementwhich
the king had judged; and they feared the
king, for they saw that the wisdom of God
was in him to do justice.

4
1King Solomonwas king over all Israel.
2 These were the princes whom he had:

Azariah the son of Zadok, the priest;
3 Elihoreph and Ahijah, the sons of

Shisha, scribes; Jehoshaphat the son of
Ahilud, the recorder;

4 Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was over
the army; Zadok andAbiatharwere priests;

5Azariah the son of Nathan was over the
officers; Zabud the son of Nathan was chief
minister, the king’s friend;

6 Ahishar was over the household; and
AdoniramthesonofAbdawasover themen
subject to forced labour.

7 Solomon had twelve officers over all
Israel, who provided food for the king and
his household. Each man had to make pro-
vision for amonth in the year.

8 These are their names: Ben Hur, in the
hill country of Ephraim;

9 Ben Deker, in Makaz, in Shaalbim, Beth
Shemesh, and Elon Beth Hanan;

10Ben Hesed, in Arubboth (Socoh and all
the land of Hepher belonged to him);

11 Ben Abinadab, in all the height of Dor
(he had Taphath, Solomon’s daughter, as
wife);

12 Baana the son of Ahilud, in Taanach
and Megiddo, and all Beth Shean which
is beside Zarethan, beneath Jezreel, from
Beth Shean to Abel Meholah, as far as be-
yond Jokmeam;

13BenGeber, inRamothGilead (the towns
of Jair the son of Manasseh, which are in
Gilead, belonged to him; and the region of
Argob, which is in Bashan, sixty great cities
with walls and bronze bars, belonged to
him);

14 Ahinadab the son of Iddo, in Ma-
hanaim;

15 Ahimaaz, in Naphtali (he also took
Basemath thedaughterof Solomonaswife);

16 Baana the son of Hushai, in Asher and
Bealoth;

17 Jehoshaphat the son of Paruah, in Is-
sachar;

18 Shimei the son of Ela, in Benjamin;
19 Geber the son of Uri, in the land of

Gilead, the country of Sihon king of the
Amorites and of Og king of Bashan; and he
was the only officer whowas in the land.

20 Judah and Israel were numerous as the
sandwhich isby the sea inmultitude, eating
and drinking andmakingmerry.

21 Solomon ruled over all the kingdoms
from the River to the land of the Philistines,
and to the border of Egypt. They brought
tribute and served Solomon all the days of
his life.

22 Solomon’s provision for one day was
thirty cors† of fine flour, sixty measures of
meal,

23 ten head of fat cattle, twenty head of
cattle out of the pastures, and one hundred
sheep, in addition to deer, gazelles, roe-
bucks, and fattened fowl.

24 For he had dominion over all on this
side of the River, from Tiphsah even to

† 4:22: 1 cor is the same as a homer, or about 55.9 U. S. gallons (liquid) or 211 litres or 6 bushels
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Gaza, over all the kings on this side of the
River; and he had peace on all sides around
him.

25 Judah and Israel lived safely, every
man under his vine and under his fig tree,
fromDan even to Beersheba, all the days of
Solomon.

26 Solomon had forty thousand stalls of
horses for his chariots, and twelve thou-
sand horsemen.

27 Those officers provided food for King
Solomon, and for all who came to King
Solomon’s table, every man in his month.
They let nothing be lacking.

28 They also brought barley and straw
for the horses and swift steeds to the place
where the officers were, each man accord-
ing to his duty.

29 God gave Solomon abundant wisdom,
understanding, and breadth of mind like
the sand that is on the seashore.

30 Solomon’s wisdom excelled the wis-
domofall the childrenof the east andall the
wisdom of Egypt.

31 For he was wiser than all men—wiser
than Ethan the Ezrahite, Heman, Calcol,
and Darda, the sons of Mahol; and his fame
was in all the nations all around.

32He spoke three thousandproverbs, and
his songs numbered one thousand and five.

33He spoke of trees, from the cedar that
is in Lebanon even to the hyssop that grows
out of the wall; he also spoke of animals, of
birds, of creeping things, and of fish.

34 People of all nations came to hear the
wisdom of Solomon, sent by all kings of the
earth who had heard of his wisdom.

5
1Hiram king of Tyre sent his servants to

Solomon, for he had heard that they had
anointed him king in the place of his father,
and Hiram had always loved David.

2 Solomon sent to Hiram, saying,
3 “You know that David my father could

not build a house for the name of the LORD
his God because of the wars which were
around him on every side, until the LORD
put his enemies under the soles of his feet.

4But now the LORDmyGod has givenme
rest on every side. There is no enemy and
no evil occurrence.

5Behold, I intend to build a house for the
name of the LORD my God, as the LORD
spoke to David my father, saying, ‘Your son,
whomIwill set onyour throne inyourplace
shall build the house for my name.’

6 Now therefore command that cedar
trees be cut for me out of Lebanon. My ser-
vants will be with your servants; and I will
give youwages for your servants according
to all that you say. For you know that there
is nobody amongst us who knows how to
cut timber like the Sidonians.”

7 When Hiram heard the words of
Solomon, he rejoiced greatly, and said,
“Blessed is the LORD today, who has given
to David a wise son to rule over this great
people.”

8Hiram sent to Solomon, saying, “I have
heard the message which you have sent to
me. I will do all your desire concerning
timber of cedar, and concerning cypress
timber.

9My servants will bring them down from
Lebanon to the sea. I will make them into
rafts to go by sea to the place that you spec-
ify to me, and will cause them to be broken
up there, and you will receive them. You
will accomplish my desire, in giving food
for my household.”

10 So Hiram gave Solomon cedar timber
and cypress timber according to all his de-
sire.

11 Solomon gave Hiram twenty thousand
cors† of wheat for food to his household,
and twenty cors‡ of pure oil. Solomon gave
this to Hiram year by year.

12The LORD gave Solomonwisdom, as he
promised him. There was peace between
Hiram and Solomon, and the two of them
made a treaty together.

13 King Solomon raised a levy out of all
Israel; and the levy was thirty thousand
men.

14 He sent them to Lebanon, ten thou-
sand a month by courses: for a month they
were in Lebanon, and twomonths at home;
and Adoniram was over the men subject to
forced labour.

15 Solomon had seventy thousand who
bore burdens, and eighty thousand who
were stone cutters in themountains,

16 besides Solomon’s chief officers who
were over the work: three thousand and
three hundred who ruled over the people
who laboured in the work.

17The king commanded, and they cut out
large stones, costly stones, to lay the foun-
dation of the house with worked stone.

18 Solomon’s builders and Hiram’s
builders and the Gebalites cut them, and
prepared the timber and the stones to build
the house.

† 5:11: 20,000 cors would be about 120,000 bushels or about 4.2 megalitres of wheat, which would weigh about 3,270
metric tonnes. ‡ 5:11: 20 cors is about 1,100 gallons or about 4220 litres.
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6
1 In the four hundred and eightieth year

after the children of Israel had come out
of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of
Solomon’s reign over Israel, in the month
Ziv, which is the secondmonth, he began to
build the LORD’s house.

2The housewhich King Solomon built for
the LORD had a length of sixty cubits,† and
itswidth twenty, and its height thirty cubits.

3 The porch in front of the temple of the
house had a length of twenty cubits, which
wasalong thewidthof thehouse. Tencubits
was its width in front of the house.

4He made windows of fixed lattice work
for the house.

5 Against the wall of the house, he built
floors all around, against the walls of the
house all around, both of the temple and
of the inner sanctuary; and he made side
rooms all around.

6 The lowest floor was five cubits wide,
and the middle was six cubits wide, and
the third was seven cubits wide; for on the
outside he made offsets in the wall of the
house all around, that the beams shouldnot
be inserted into the walls of the house.

7The house, when it was under construc-
tion, was built of stone prepared at the
quarry; and no hammer or axe or any tool
of iron was heard in the house while it was
under construction.

8The door for the middle side rooms was
in the right side of the house. They went up
by winding stairs into the middle floor, and
out of themiddle into the third.

9 So he built the house and finished it;
and he covered the house with beams and
planks of cedar.

10He built the floors all along the house,
eachfive cubits high; and they rested on the
house with timbers of cedar.

11 The LORD’s word came to Solomon,
saying,

12 “Concerning this house which you are
building, if you will walk in my statutes,
and execute my ordinances, and keep all
my commandments to walk in them, then
I will establish my word with you, which I
spoke to David your father.

13 I will dwell amongst the children of Is-
rael, andwill not forsakemy people Israel.”

14 So Solomon built the house and fin-
ished it.

15 He built the walls of the house within
with boards of cedar; from the floor of the
house to the walls of the ceiling, he covered
them on the inside with wood. He covered
the floor of the house with cypress boards.

16He built twenty cubits of the back part
of the house with boards of cedar from the
floor to the ceiling. He built this within, for
an inner sanctuary, even for the most holy
place.

17 In front of the temple sanctuary was
forty cubits long.

18 There was cedar on the house within,
carvedwith buds and openflowers. Allwas
cedar. No stone was visible.

19He prepared an inner sanctuary in the
middle of the house within, to set the ark of
the LORD’s covenant there.

20Within the inner sanctuarywas twenty
cubits in length, and twenty cubits inwidth,
and twenty cubits in its height. He overlaid
it with pure gold. He covered the altar with
cedar.

21 So Solomon overlaid the house within
with pure gold. He drew chains of gold
across before the inner sanctuary, and he
overlaid it with gold.

22He overlaid the whole house with gold,
until all the house was finished. He also
overlaid the whole altar that belonged to
the inner sanctuary with gold.

23 In the inner sanctuary he made two
cherubim‡ of olive wood, each ten cubits
high.

24 Five cubits was the length of one wing
of the cherub, andfive cubitswas the length
of the other wing of the cherub. From the
tip of onewing to the tip of theotherwas ten
cubits.

25 The other cherub was ten cubits. Both
the cherubimwere of onemeasure and one
form.

26One cherubwas ten cubits high, and so
was the other cherub.

27 He set the cherubim within the inner
house. The wings of the cherubim were
stretched out, so that the wing of the one
touched the one wall and the wing of the
other cherub touched the other wall; and
theirwings touchedoneanother in themid-
dle of the house.

28He overlaid the cherubimwith gold.
29 He carved all the walls of the house

around with carved figures of cherubim,
palm trees, and open flowers, inside and
outside.

30He overlaid the floor of the house with
gold, inside and outside.

31For the entrance of the inner sanctuary,
hemade doors of olivewood. The lintel and
door posts were a fifth part of the wall.

32 So he made two doors of olive wood;
and he carved on them carvings of cheru-
bim, palm trees, and open flowers, and

† 6:2: A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimetres. ‡ 6:23: “Cherubim” is plural of “cherub”, an angelic being.
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overlaid themwith gold. He spread the gold
on the cherubim and on the palm trees.

33He also made the entrance of the tem-
ple door posts of olive wood, out of a fourth
part of the wall,

34 and two doors of cypress wood. The
two leaves of the one door were folding,
and the two leaves of the other door were
folding.

35 He carved cherubim, palm trees, and
open flowers; and he overlaid them with
gold fitted on the engraved work.

36 He built the inner court with three
courses of cut stone and a course of cedar
beams.

37 The foundation of the LORD’s house
was laid in the fourth year, in themonthZiv.

38 In the eleventh year, in the month Bul,
which is the eighth month, the house was
finished throughout all its parts andaccord-
ing to all its specifications. So he spent
seven years building it.

7
1 Solomon was building his own house

thirteenyears, andhefinishedall hishouse.
2 For he built the House of the Forest

of Lebanon. Its length was one hundred
cubits,† its width fifty cubits, and its height
thirty cubits, on four rows of cedar pillars,
with cedar beams on the pillars.

3 It was covered with cedar above over
the forty-five beams that were on the pil-
lars, fifteen in a row.

4 There were beams in three rows, and
windowwas facing window in three ranks.

5 All the doors and posts were made
squarewithbeams; andwindowwas facing
window in three ranks.

6 He made the hall of pillars. Its length
was fifty cubits and its width thirty cubits,
with a porch before them, and pillars and a
threshold before them.

7He made the porch of the throne where
he was to judge, even the porch of judge-
ment; and it was covered with cedar from
floor to floor.

8 His house where he was to dwell, the
other court within the porch, was of the
same construction. He made also a house
for Pharaoh’s daughter (whom Solomon
had taken as wife), like this porch.

9 All these were of costly stones, even
of stone cut according to measure, sawed
with saws, inside and outside, even from
the foundation to the coping, and so on the
outside to the great court.

10 The foundation was of costly stones,
even great stones, stones of ten cubits and
stones of eight cubits.

11 Above were costly stones, even cut
stone, according to measure, and cedar
wood.

12 The great court around had three
courses of cut stone with a course of cedar
beams, like the inner court of the LORD’s
house and the porch of the house.

13King Solomon sent and brought Hiram
out of Tyre.

14He was the son of a widow of the tribe
of Naphtali, and his father was a man of
Tyre, a worker in bronze; and he was filled
with wisdom and understanding and skill
to work all works in bronze. He came to
King Solomon and performed all his work.

15 For he fashioned the two pillars of
bronze, eighteen cubits high apiece; and
a line of twelve cubits encircled either of
them.

16Hemade two capitals ofmolten bronze
to set on the tops of the pillars. The height
of the one capital was five cubits, and the
height of the other capital was five cubits.

17 There were nets of checker work and
wreaths of chain work for the capitals
which were on the top of the pillars: seven
for the one capital, and seven for the other
capital.

18 So he made the pillars; and there were
two rows of pomegranates around the one
network, to cover the capitals that were on
the top of the pillars; and he did so for the
other capital.

19The capitals that were on the top of the
pillars in the porch were of lily work, four
cubits.

20 There were capitals above also on the
two pillars, close by the bellywhichwas be-
side the network. There were two hundred
pomegranates in rows around the other
capital.

21He set up the pillars at the porch of the
temple. He set up the right pillar and called
its name Jachin; and he set up the left pillar
and called its name Boaz.

22On the tops of the pillars was lily work.
So the work of the pillars was finished.

23Hemade themolten sea ten cubits from
brim to brim, round in shape. Its height
was five cubits; and a line of thirty cubits
encircled it.

24Under its brim around therewere buds
which encircled it for ten cubits, encircling
the sea. The buds were in two rows, cast
when it was cast.

25 It stood on twelve oxen, three looking
towards the north, and three looking to-
wards the west, and three looking towards
the south, and three looking towards the

† 7:2: A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimetres.
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east; and the seawas seton themabove, and
all their hindquarters were inward.

26 It was a hand width thick. Its brim
was worked like the brim of a cup, like the
flower of a lily. It held two thousand baths.

27He made the ten bases of bronze. The
length of one base was four cubits, four
cubits its width, and three cubits its height.

28 The work of the bases was like this:
they had panels; and there were panels
between the ledges;

29 and on the panels that were between
the ledges were lions, oxen, and cherubim;
and on the ledges there was a pedestal
above; andbeneath the lionsandoxenwere
wreaths of hanging work.

30Every base had four bronzewheels and
axles of bronze; and its four feet had sup-
ports. The supports were cast beneath the
basin, with wreaths at the side of each.

31 Its opening within the capital and
above was a cubit. Its opening was round
like the work of a pedestal, a cubit and
a half; and also on its opening were en-
gravings, and their panels were square, not
round.

32 The four wheels were underneath the
panels; and the axles of the wheels were in
the base. The height of a wheel was a cubit
and half a cubit.

33 The work of the wheels was like the
work of a chariot wheel. Their axles, their
rims, their spokes, and their hubs were all
of cast metal.

34 There were four supports at the four
corners of each base. Its supports were of
the base itself.

35 In the top of the base therewas a round
band half a cubit high; and on the top of
thebase its supports and its panelswere the
same.

36On the plates of its supports and on its
panels, he engraved cherubim, lions, and
palm trees, each in its space, with wreaths
all around.

37He made the ten bases in this way: all
of them had one casting, one measure, and
one form.

38 He made ten basins of bronze. One
basin contained forty baths.‡ Every basin
measured four cubits. One basin was on
every one of the ten bases.

39He set the bases, five on the right side
of the house and five on the left side of the
house. He set the sea on the right side of the
house eastward and towards the south.

40Hiram made the pots, the shovels, and
the basins. So Hiram finished doing all the
work that he worked for King Solomon in
the LORD’s house:

41 the two pillars; the two bowls of the
capitals that were on the top of the pillars;
the two networks to cover the two bowls
of the capitals that were on the top of the
pillars;

42 the four hundred pomegranates for the
two networks; two rows of pomegranates
for each network, to cover the two bowls of
the capitals that were on the pillars;

43 the ten bases; the ten basins on the
bases;

44 the one sea; the twelve oxen under the
sea;

45 the pots; the shovels; and the basins.
All of these vessels, which Hiram made for
King Solomon in the LORD’s house, were of
burnished bronze.

46 The king cast them in the plain of the
Jordan, in the clay ground between Succoth
and Zarethan.

47Solomon left all the vessels unweighed,
because there were so many of them. The
weight of the bronze could not be deter-
mined.

48Solomonmade all the vessels thatwere
in the LORD’s house: the golden altar and
the table that the show bread was on, of
gold;

49 and the lamp stands, five on the right
side andfive on the left, in front of the inner
sanctuary, of pure gold; and theflowers, the
lamps, and the tongs, of gold;

50 the cups, the snuffers, the basins, the
spoons, and the fire pans, of pure gold; and
the hinges, both for the doors of the inner
house, the most holy place, and for the
doors of the house, of the temple, of gold.

51 Thus all the work that King Solomon
did in the LORD’s house was finished.
Solomon brought in the thingswhichDavid
his father had dedicated—the silver, the
gold, and the vessels—and put them in the
treasuries of the LORD’s house.

8
1 Then Solomon assembled the elders

of Israel with all the heads of the tribes,
the princes of the fathers’ households of
the children of Israel, to King Solomon in
Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the LORD’s
covenant out of David’s city, which is Zion.

2 All the men of Israel assembled them-
selves to King Solomon at the feast in
the month Ethanim, which is the seventh
month.

3 All the elders of Israel came, and the
priests picked up the ark.

4 They brought up the LORD’s ark, the
Tent ofMeeting, andall theholy vessels that

‡ 7:38: 1 bath is one tenth of a cor, or about 5.6 U. S. gallons or 21 litres, so 40 baths was about 224 gallons or 840 litres.
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were in theTent. Thepriests and theLevites
brought these up.

5 King Solomon and all the congregation
of Israel, whowere assembled to him, were
with him before the ark, sacrificing sheep
andcattle that couldnotbecountedornum-
bered for multitude.

6 The priests brought in the ark of the
LORD’s covenant to its place, into the inner
sanctuary of the house, to the most holy
place, even under the cherubim’s wings.

7For the cherubim spread theirwings out
over the place of the ark, and the cherubim
covered the ark and its poles above.

8 The poles were so long that the ends
of the poles were seen from the holy place
before the inner sanctuary, but they were
not seen outside. They are there to this day.

9There was nothing in the ark except the
two stone tablets which Moses put there at
Horeb, when the LORD made a covenant
with the children of Israel, when they came
out of the land of Egypt.

10 It came to pass, when the priests had
come out of the holy place, that the cloud
filled the LORD’s house,

11 so that the priests could not stand to
minister by reason of the cloud; for the
LORD’s glory filled the LORD’s house.

12ThenSolomonsaid, “TheLORDhas said
that he would dwell in the thick darkness.

13 I have surely built you a house of habi-
tation, a place for you to dwell in forever.”

14 The king turned his face around and
blessedall theassemblyof Israel; andall the
assembly of Israel stood.

15Hesaid, “Blessed is theLORD, theGodof
Israel, who spoke with his mouth to David
your father, and has with his hand fulfilled
it, saying,

16 ‘Since the day that I brought my people
Israel out of Egypt, I chose no city out of all
the tribes of Israel to build a house, that my
name might be there; but I chose David to
be over my people Israel.’

17 “Now it was in the heart of David my
father to build a house for the name of the
LORD, the God of Israel.

18 But the LORD said to David my father,
‘Whereas it was in your heart to build a
house formy name, you didwell that it was
in your heart.

19 Nevertheless, you shall not build the
house; but your son who shall come out of
your body, he shall build the house for my
name.’

20TheLORDhas establishedhisword that
he spoke; for I have risen up in the place
of David my father, and I sit on the throne
of Israel, as the LORD promised, and have
built the house for the name of the LORD,
the God of Israel.

21 There I have set a place for the ark,
in which is the LORD’s covenant, which he
made with our fathers when he brought
them out of the land of Egypt.”

22 Solomon stood before the LORD’s altar
in the presence of all the assembly of Israel,
and spread out his hands towards heaven;

23 and he said, “LORD, the God of Israel,
there is noGod like you, inheavenabove, or
on earth beneath; who keeps covenant and
loving kindness with your servants who
walk before you with all their heart;

24who has kept with your servant David
my father that which you promised him.
Yes, you spoke with your mouth, and have
fulfilled it with your hand, as it is today.

25 Now therefore, may LORD, the God of
Israel, keep with your servant David my
father that which you have promised him,
saying, ‘There shall not fail from you aman
in my sight to sit on the throne of Israel, if
only your children takeheed to theirway, to
walk before me as you have walked before
me.’

26“Nowtherefore, Godof Israel, please let
your word be verified, which you spoke to
your servant Davidmy father.

27 But will God in very deed dwell on the
earth? Behold, heaven and the heaven of
heavens can’t contain you; how much less
this house that I have built!

28 Yet have respect for the prayer of your
servant and for his supplication, LORD my
God, to listen to the cry and to the prayer
which your servant prays before you today;

29 that your eyes may be open towards
this house night and day, even towards the
place of which you have said, ‘My name
shall be there;’ to listen to the prayer which
your servant prays towards this place.

30 Listen to the supplication of your ser-
vant, and of your people Israel, when they
pray towards this place. Yes, hear in
heaven, your dwelling place; andwhen you
hear, forgive.

31 “If a man sins against his neighbour,
and an oath is laid on him to cause him
to swear, and he comes and swears before
your altar in this house,

32 then hear in heaven, and act, and judge
your servants, condemning the wicked, to
bring his way on his own head, and justify-
ing the righteous, to give him according to
his righteousness.

33 “When your people Israel are struck
down before the enemy because they have
sinned against you, if they turn again to you
and confess your name, and pray andmake
supplication to you in this house,

34 thenhear inheaven, and forgive the sin
of your people Israel, and bring them again
to the land which you gave to their fathers.
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35“When the sky is shut upand there is no
rain because they have sinned against you,
if they pray towards this place and confess
your name, and turn from their sin when
you afflict them,

36 then hear in heaven, and forgive the
sin of your servants, and of your people
Israel, when you teach them the good way
in which they should walk; and send rain
on your land which you have given to your
people for an inheritance.

37 “If there is famine in the land, if there is
pestilence, if there is blight, mildew, locust
or caterpillar; if their enemy besieges them
in the land of their cities, whatever plague,
whatever sickness there is,

38 whatever prayer and supplication is
made by any man, or by all your people
Israel, who shall each know the plague of
his own heart, and spread out his hands
towards this house,

39 then hear in heaven, your dwelling
place, and forgive, and act, and give to ev-
ery man according to all his ways, whose
heart you know (for you, even you only,
know the hearts of all the children of men);

40 that theymay fear you all the days that
they live in the land which you gave to our
fathers.

41 “Moreover, concerning the foreigner,
who is not of your people Israel, when he
comes out of a far country for your name’s
sake

42 (for they shall hear of your great name
and of your mighty hand and of your out-
stretched arm), when he comes and prays
towards this house,

43 hear in heaven, your dwelling place,
and do according to all that the foreigner
calls to you for; that all the peoples of the
earth may know your name, to fear you, as
do your people Israel, and that they may
know that this house which I have built is
called by your name.

44 “If your people go out to battle against
their enemy, by whatever way you shall
send them, and they pray to the LORD to-
wards the city which you have chosen, and
towards the house which I have built for
your name,

45 then hear in heaven their prayer and
their supplication, and maintain their
cause.

46 If they sin against you (for there is no
man who doesn’t sin), and you are angry
with them and deliver them to the enemy,
so that they carry them away captive to the
land of the enemy, far off or near;

47 yet if they repent in the land where
they are carried captive, and turn again,
andmake supplication to you in the land of
thosewhocarried themcaptive, saying, ‘We

have sinned and have done perversely; we
have dealt wickedly,’

48 if they return to youwith all their heart
andwithall their soul in the landof their en-
emies who carried them captive, and pray
to you towards their land which you gave
to their fathers, the city which you have
chosen and the housewhich I have built for
your name,

49 thenhear their prayer and their suppli-
cation in heaven, your dwelling place, and
maintain their cause;

50 and forgive your people who have
sinned against you, and all their trans-
gressions in which they have transgressed
against you; and give them compassion be-
fore those who carried them captive, that
theymay have compassion on them

51 (for they are your people and your in-
heritance, which you brought out of Egypt,
from themiddle of the iron furnace);

52 that your eyes may be open to the sup-
plication of your servant and to the sup-
plication of your people Israel, to listen to
themwhenever they cry to you.

53 For you separated them from amongst
all the peoples of the earth to be your inher-
itance, as you spoke byMoses your servant,
when you brought our fathers out of Egypt,
Lord GOD.”

54 It was so, that when Solomon had fin-
ished praying all this prayer and supplica-
tion to the LORD, he arose from before the
LORD’s altar, from kneeling on his knees
with his hands spread out towards heaven.

55He stood and blessed all the assembly
of Israel with a loud voice, saying,

56 “Blessed be the LORD, who has given
rest tohis people Israel, according to all that
he promised. There has not failed oneword
of all his good promise, which he promised
byMoses his servant.

57May the LORD our God bewith us as he
was with our fathers. Let him not leave us
or forsake us,

58 that he may incline our hearts to him,
to walk in all his ways, and to keep his
commandments, his statutes, and his ordi-
nances, which he commanded our fathers.

59 Let these my words, with which I have
made supplication before the LORD, be
near to the LORD our God day and night,
that he may maintain the cause of his ser-
vant and the cause of his people Israel, as
every day requires;

60 that all the peoples of the earth may
know that the LORD himself is God. There
is no one else.

61 “Let your heart therefore be perfect
with the LORD our God, to walk in his
statutes, and tokeephis commandments, as
it is today.”
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62 The king, and all Israel with him, of-
fered sacrifice before the LORD.

63 Solomon offered for the sacrifice of
peace offerings, which he offered to the
LORD, twenty two thousand head of cat-
tle and one hundred and twenty thousand
sheep. So the king and all the children of
Israel dedicated the LORD’s house.

64The sameday the kingmade themiddle
of the court holy thatwas before the LORD’s
house; for there he offered the burnt offer-
ing, the meal offering, and the fat of the
peace offerings, because the bronze altar
thatwasbefore theLORDwas too little to re-
ceive the burnt offering, the meal offering,
and the fat of the peace offerings.

65 So Solomon held the feast at that time,
and all Israel with him, a great assembly,
fromtheentranceofHamath to thebrookof
Egypt, before the LORDourGod, sevendays
and sevenmore days, even fourteen days.

66 On the eighth day he sent the people
away; and they blessed the king, and went
to their tents joyful and glad in their hearts
for all the goodness that the LORD had
shown toDavidhis servant, and to Israel his
people.

9
1When Solomon had finished the build-

ing of the LORD’s house, the king’s house,
and all Solomon’s desire which he was
pleased to do,

2The LORD appeared to Solomon the sec-
ond time, as he had appeared to him at
Gibeon.

3 The LORD said to him, “I have heard
your prayer and your supplication that you
have made before me. I have made this
house holy, which you have built, to put my
name there forever; and my eyes and my
heart shall be there perpetually.

4 As for you, if you will walk before me
as David your father walked, in integrity of
heart and in uprightness, to do according
to all that I have commanded you, and will
keepmy statutes andmy ordinances,

5 then I will establish the throne of your
kingdom over Israel forever, as I promised
to David your father, saying, ‘There shall
not fail from you a man on the throne of
Israel.’

6 But if you turn away from following
me, you or your children, and not keep my
commandments and my statutes which I
have set before you, but go and serve other
gods and worship them,

7 then I will cut off Israel out of the land
which I have given them; and I will cast

this house, which I have made holy for my
name, out of my sight; and Israel will be a
proverb and a byword amongst all peoples.

8 Though this house is so high, yet every-
onewho passes by it will be astonished and
hiss; and they will say, ‘Why has the LORD
done this to this land and to this house?’

9 and they will answer, ‘Because they
abandoned the LORD their God, who
brought their fathers out of the land of
Egypt, and embraced other gods, and
worshipped them, and served them.
Therefore the LORD has brought all this
evil on them.’ ”

10 At the end of twenty years, in which
Solomon had built the two houses, the
LORD’s house and the king’s house

11 (now Hiram the king of Tyre had fur-
nished Solomon with cedar trees and cy-
press trees, and with gold, according to
all his desire), King Solomon gave Hiram
twenty cities in the land of Galilee.

12Hiram came out of Tyre to see the cities
which Solomon had given him; and they
didn’t please him.

13 He said, “What cities are these which
you have givenme, my brother?” He called
them the land of Cabul† to this day.

14Hiramsent to thekingonehundredand
twenty talents‡ of gold.

15 This is the reason of the forced labour
which King Solomon conscripted: to build
the LORD’s house, his own house, Millo,
Jerusalem’s wall, Hazor, Megiddo, and
Gezer.

16 Pharaoh king of Egypt had gone up,
taken Gezer, burnt it with fire, killed the
Canaanites who lived in the city, and
given it for a wedding gift to his daughter,
Solomon’s wife.

17 Solomon built in the land Gezer, Beth
Horon the lower,

18Baalath, Tamar in the wilderness,
19 all the storage cities that Solomon had,

the cities for his chariots, the cities for his
horsemen, and thatwhich Solomondesired
to build for his pleasure in Jerusalem, and
inLebanon, and inall the landof his domin-
ion.

20 As for all the people who were left of
theAmorites, theHittites, thePerizzites, the
Hivites, and the Jebusites, who were not of
the children of Israel—

21 their childrenwhowere left after them
in the land, whom the children of Israel
were not able utterly to destroy—of them
Solomon raised a levy of bondservants to
this day.

† 9:13: “Cabul” sounds like Hebrew for “good-for-nothing”. ‡ 9:14: A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or
965 Troy ounces, so 120 talents is about 3.6 metric tonnes
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22 But of the children of Israel Solomon
made no bondservants; but they were the
men of war, his servants, his princes, his
captains, and rulers of his chariots and of
his horsemen.

23 These were the five hundred and fifty
chief officers who were over Solomon’s
work, who ruled over the people who
laboured in the work.

24 But Pharaoh’s daughter came up out
of David’s city to her house which Solomon
had built for her. Then he built Millo.

25 Solomon offered burnt offerings and
peace offerings on the altar which he built
to the LORD three times per year, burning
incense with them on the altar that was
before the LORD. So he finished the house.

26 King Solomon made a fleet of ships in
Ezion Geber, which is beside Eloth, on the
shore of the Red Sea, in the land of Edom.

27 Hiram sent in the fleet his servants,
sailors who had knowledge of the sea, with
the servants of Solomon.

28 They came to Ophir, and fetched from
there gold, four hundred and twenty tal-
ents,§ and brought it to King Solomon.

10
1When the queen of Sheba heard of the

fame of Solomon concerning the LORD’s
name, she came to test himwith hard ques-
tions.

2She came to Jerusalemwith a very great
caravan, with camels that bore spices, very
much gold, and precious stones; and when
she had come to Solomon, she talked with
him about all that was in her heart.

3 Solomon answered all her questions.
There wasn’t anything hidden from the
king which he didn’t tell her.

4 When the queen of Sheba had seen all
the wisdom of Solomon, the house that he
had built,

5 the foodof his table, the sitting of his ser-
vants, the attendance of his officials, their
clothing, his cup bearers, and his ascent
by which he went up to the LORD’s house,
there was nomore spirit in her.

6She said to the king, “It was a true report
that I heard inmyown landof your acts and
of your wisdom.

7However, I didn’t believe thewordsuntil
I came andmy eyes had seen it. Behold, not
even half was told me! Your wisdom and
prosperity exceed the famewhich I heard.

8 Happy are your men, happy are these
your servantswho standcontinuallybefore
you, who hear your wisdom.

9 Blessed is the LORD your God, who de-
lighted in you, to set you on the throne
of Israel. Because the LORD loved Israel
forever, therefore he made you king, to do
justice and righteousness.”

10 She gave the king one hundred and
twenty talents of gold, and a very great
quantity of spices, and precious stones.
Never again was there such an abundance
of spices as these which the queen of Sheba
gave to King Solomon.

11 The fleet of Hiram that brought gold
from Ophir also brought in from Ophir
great quantities of almug trees† and pre-
cious stones.

12 The king made of the almug trees pil-
lars for the LORD’s house and for the king’s
house, harps also and stringed instruments
for the singers; no suchalmug trees cameor
were seen to this day.

13 King Solomon gave to the queen of
Sheba all her desire, whatever she asked, in
addition to that which Solomon gave her of
his royal bounty. So she turned andwent to
her own land, she and her servants.

14 Now the weight of gold that came to
Solomon in one year was six hundred and
sixty-six talents‡ of gold,

15 in addition to that which the traders
brought, and the traffic of the merchants,
and of all the kings of themixedpeople, and
of the governors of the country.

16KingSolomonmade twohundredbuck-
lers of beaten gold; six hundred shekels§ of
gold went to one buckler.

17 He made three hundred shields of
beaten gold; three minas† of gold went to
one shield; and the king put them in the
House of the Forest of Lebanon.

18Moreover the kingmade a great throne
of ivory, and overlaid it with the finest gold.

19There were six steps to the throne, and
the top of the throne was round behind;
and there were armrests on either side by
the place of the seat, and two lions standing
beside the armrests.

20Twelve lions stood thereon theone side
and on the other on the six steps. Nothing
like it was made in any kingdom.

21 All King Solomon’s drinking vessels
wereof gold, andall thevessels of theHouse
of the Forest of Lebanon were of pure gold.

§ 9:28: A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces, so 420 talents is about 12.6 metric tonnes
† 10:11: possibly an Indian sandalwood, with nice grain and a pleasant scent, and good for woodworking ‡ 10:14:

A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces, so 666 talents is about 20 metric tonnes § 10:16: A
shekel is about 10 gramsor about 0.32Troyounces, so 600 shekels is about 6 kilogramsor 13.2 pounds or 192Troyounces.
† 10:17: Amina is about 600 grams or 1.3 U. S. pounds.
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None were of silver, because it was consid-
ered of little value in the days of Solomon.

22 For the king had a fleet of ships of
Tarshish at sea with Hiram’s fleet. Once
every three years the fleet of Tarshish came
bringing gold, silver, ivory, apes, and pea-
cocks.

23So King Solomon exceeded all the kings
of the earth in riches and in wisdom.

24 All the earth sought the presence of
Solomon tohearhiswisdomwhichGodhad
put in his heart.

25 Year after year, every man brought his
tribute, vessels of silver, vessels of gold,
clothing, armour, spices, horses, andmules.

26 Solomon gathered together chariots
and horsemen. He had one thousand and
fourhundredchariots and twelve thousand
horsemen. He kept them in the chariot
cities and with the king at Jerusalem.

27 The king made silver as common as
stones in Jerusalem, and cedars as common
as the sycamore trees that are in the low-
land.

28 The horses which Solomon had were
brought out of Egypt. The king’s merchants
received them in droves, each drove at a
price.

29A chariot was imported from Egypt for
six hundred shekels‡ of silver, and a horse
for one hundred and fifty shekels; and so
they exported them to all the kings of the
Hittites and to the kings of Syria.

11
1 Now King Solomon loved many for-

eign women, together with the daughter
of Pharaoh: women of the Moabites, Am-
monites, Edomites, Sidonians, and Hittites,

2 of the nations concerning which the
LORD said to the children of Israel, “You
shall not go amongst them, neither shall
they come amongst you, for surely they
will turn away your heart after their gods.”
Solomon joined to these in love.

3 He had seven hundred wives,
princesses, and three hundred concubines.
His wives turned his heart away.

4 When Solomon was old, his wives
turned away his heart after other gods; and
his heart was not perfect with the LORD his
God, as the heart of David his father was.

5 For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the
goddess of the Sidonians, and after Milcom
the abomination of the Ammonites.

6 Solomon did that which was evil in the
LORD’s sight, and didn’t go fully after the
LORD, as David his father did.

7 Then Solomon built a high place for
Chemosh the abomination of Moab, on the

mountain that is before Jerusalem, and for
Molech the abomination of the children of
Ammon.

8 So he did for all his foreign wives, who
burnt incense and sacrificed to their gods.

9The LORD was angry with Solomon, be-
cause his heart was turned away from the
LORD, the God of Israel, who had appeared
to him twice,

10 and had commanded him concerning
this thing, that he should not go after other
gods; but he didn’t keep that which the
LORD commanded.

11 Therefore the LORD said to Solomon,
“Because this is done by you, and you have
not kept my covenant and my statutes,
which I have commanded you, I will surely
tear the kingdom from you, and will give it
to your servant.

12 Nevertheless, I will not do it in your
days, for David your father’s sake; but I will
tear it out of your son’s hand.

13 However, I will not tear away all the
kingdom; but I will give one tribe to your
son, for David my servant’s sake, and for
Jerusalem’s sake which I have chosen.”

14 The LORD raised up an adversary to
Solomon: Hadad the Edomite. He was one
of the king’s offspring in Edom.

15Forwhen Davidwas in Edom, and Joab
the captain of the army had gone up to
bury the slain, and had struck every male
in Edom

16 (for Joab and all Israel remained there
six months, until he had cut off every male
in Edom),

17Hadad fled, he and certain Edomites of
his father’s servants with him, to go into
Egypt, when Hadad was still a little child.

18 They arose out of Midian and came to
Paran; and they took men with them out of
Paran, and they came to Egypt, to Pharaoh
king of Egypt, who gave him a house, and
appointed him food, and gave him land.

19Hadad found great favour in the sight
of Pharaoh, so that he gave him as wife the
sister of his ownwife, the sister of Tahpenes
the queen.

20 The sister of Tahpenes bore him Genu-
bath his son, whom Tahpenes weaned
in Pharaoh’s house; and Genubath was
in Pharaoh’s house amongst the sons of
Pharaoh.

21WhenHadad heard in Egypt that David
slept with his fathers, and that Joab the
captain of the army was dead, Hadad said
to Pharaoh, “Let me depart, that I may go to
my own country.”

22 Then Pharaoh said to him, “But what
have you lacked with me, that behold, you

‡ 10:29: A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces.
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seek to go to your own country?”
He answered, “Nothing, however only let

me depart.”
23 God raised up an adversary to him,

Rezon the son of Eliada, who had fled from
his lord, Hadadezer king of Zobah.

24 He gathered men to himself, and be-
came captain over a troop, when David
killed them of Zobah. They went to Damas-
cus and lived there, and reigned in Damas-
cus.

25 He was an adversary to Israel all the
days of Solomon, in addition to themischief
of Hadad. He abhorred Israel, and reigned
over Syria.

26 Jeroboam the son of Nebat, an
Ephraimite of Zeredah, a servant of
Solomon, whose mother’s name was
Zeruah, a widow, also lifted up his hand
against the king.

27 This was the reason why he lifted up
his hand against the king: Solomon built
Millo, and repaired the breach of his father
David’s city.

28 The man Jeroboam was a mighty man
of valour; and Solomon saw the youngman
that he was industrious, and he put him
in charge of all the labour of the house of
Joseph.

29 At that time, when Jeroboam went
out of Jerusalem, the prophet Ahijah the
Shilonite found him on the way. Now Ahi-
jah had clad himself with a new garment;
and the two of themwere alone in the field.

30Ahijah took the new garment that was
on him, and tore it in twelve pieces.

31He said to Jeroboam, “Take ten pieces;
for the LORD, the God of Israel, says, ‘Be-
hold, Iwill tear the kingdomout of the hand
of Solomon andwill give ten tribes to you

32 (but he shall have one tribe, for my
servant David’s sake and for Jerusalem’s
sake, the city which I have chosen out of all
the tribes of Israel),

33 because they have forsaken me, and
have worshipped Ashtoreth the goddess of
the Sidonians, Chemosh the god of Moab,
and Milcom the god of the children of Am-
mon. They have not walked in my ways,
to do that which is right in my eyes, and
to keep my statutes and my ordinances, as
David his father did.

34 “ ‘However, I will not take the whole
kingdom out of his hand, but I will make
him prince all the days of his life for David
my servant’s sake whom I chose, who kept
my commandments andmy statutes,

35 but I will take the kingdom out of his
son’s hand and will give it to you, even ten
tribes.

36 I will give one tribe to his son, that
David my servant may have a lamp always

before me in Jerusalem, the city which I
have chosen for myself to put my name
there.

37 I will take you, and you shall reign
according to all that your soul desires, and
shall be king over Israel.

38 It shall be, if you will listen to all that
I command you, and will walk in my ways,
and do that which is right in my eyes, to
keep my statutes and my commandments,
as David my servant did, that I will be with
you, and will build you a sure house, as I
built for David, and will give Israel to you.

39 I will afflict the offspring of David for
this, but not forever.’ ”

40 Therefore Solomon sought to kill Jer-
oboam, but Jeroboam arose and fled into
Egypt, to Shishak king of Egypt, and was in
Egypt until the death of Solomon.

41Nowthe rest of theacts of Solomon, and
all that he did, and his wisdom, aren’t they
written in the book of the acts of Solomon?

42 The time that Solomon reigned in
Jerusalem over all Israel was forty years.

43 Solomon slept with his fathers, and
was buried in his father David’s city; and
Rehoboam his son reigned in his place.

12
1 Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Is-

rael had come to Shechem to make him
king.

2When Jeroboam the son of Nebat heard
of it (for he was yet in Egypt, where he had
fled from the presence of King Solomon,
and Jeroboam lived in Egypt;

3and they sent and called him), Jeroboam
and all the assembly of Israel came, and
spoke to Rehoboam, saying,

4 “Your father made our yoke difficult.
Now therefore make the hard service of
your father, and his heavy yoke which he
put on us, lighter, and wewill serve you.”

5He said to them, “Depart for three days,
then come back to me.”
So the people departed.
6 King Rehoboam took counsel with the

old men who had stood before Solomon
his father while he yet lived, saying, “What
counsel do you give me to answer these
people?”

7They replied, “If you will be a servant to
this people today, and will serve them, and
answer them with good words, then they
will be your servants forever.”

8 But he abandoned the counsel of the
old men which they had given him, and
took counsel with the young men who had
grown upwith him, who stood before him.

9He said to them, “What counsel do you
give, that wemay answer these people who
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have spoken to me, saying, ‘Make the yoke
that your father put on us lighter’?”

10Theyoungmenwhohadgrownupwith
him said to him, “Tell these people who
spoke to you, saying, ‘Your father made our
yoke heavy, but make it lighter to us’—tell
them, ‘My little finger is thicker than my
father’s waist.

11 Now my father burdened you with a
heavy yoke, but I will add to your yoke. My
father chastised you with whips, but I will
chastise you with scorpions.’ ”

12So Jeroboam and all the people came to
Rehoboam the third day, as the king asked,
saying, “Come tome again the third day.”

13The king answered the people roughly,
and abandoned the counsel of the old men
which they had given him,

14 and spoke to them according to the
counsel of the young men, saying, “My fa-
ther made your yoke heavy, but I will add
to your yoke. My father chastised you with
whips, but I will chastise you with scorpi-
ons.”

15 So the king didn’t listen to the peo-
ple; for it was a thing brought about
from the LORD, that he might establish his
word, which the LORD spoke by Ahijah the
Shilonite to Jeroboam the son of Nebat.

16When all Israel saw that the king didn’t
listen to them, the people answered the
king, saying, “What portion have we in
David? We don’t have an inheritance in the
son of Jesse. To your tents, Israel! Now
see to your own house, David.” So Israel
departed to their tents.

17 But as for the children of Israel who
lived in the cities of Judah, Rehoboam
reigned over them.

18 Then King Rehoboam sent Adoram,
who was over the men subject to forced
labour; and all Israel stoned him to death
with stones. King Rehoboam hurried to
get himself up to his chariot, to flee to
Jerusalem.

19So Israel rebelled against David’s house
to this day.

20 When all Israel heard that Jeroboam
had returned, they sent and called him to
the congregation, and made him king over
all Israel. There was no one who followed
David’s house, except for the tribe of Judah
only.

21 When Rehoboam had come to
Jerusalem, he assembled all the house of
Judah and the tribe of Benjamin, a hundred
and eighty thousand chosenmenwhowere
warriors, tofight against thehouseof Israel,
to bring the kingdom again to Rehoboam
the son of Solomon.

22But the word of God came to Shemaiah
theman of God, saying,

23 “Speak to Rehoboam the son of
Solomon, king of Judah, and to all the house
of Judah and Benjamin, and to the rest of
the people, saying,

24 ‘The LORD says, “You shall not go up
or fight against your brothers, the children
of Israel. Everyone return to his house; for
this thing is from me.” ’ ” So they listened
to the LORD’sword, and returned andwent
their way, according to the LORD’s word.

25 Then Jeroboam built Shechem in the
hill country of Ephraim, and lived in it; and
he went out from there and built Penuel.

26 Jeroboam said in his heart, “Now the
kingdomwill return to David’s house.

27 If this people goes up to offer sacrifices
in the LORD’s house at Jerusalem, then the
heart of this people will turn again to their
lord, even to Rehoboam king of Judah; and
they will kill me, and return to Rehoboam
king of Judah.”

28So the king took counsel, andmade two
calves of gold; and he said to them, “It is
too much for you to go up to Jerusalem.
Look and behold your gods, Israel, which
brought you up out of the land of Egypt!”

29He set the one in Bethel, and the other
he put in Dan.

30 This thing became a sin, for the people
went even as far as Dan to worship before
the one there.

31 He made houses of high places, and
made priests from amongst all the people,
who were not of the sons of Levi.

32 Jeroboamordained a feast in the eighth
month, on the fifteenth day of the month,
like the feast that is in Judah, and he went
up to the altar. He did so in Bethel, sacri-
ficing to the calves that he had made, and
he placed in Bethel the priests of the high
places that he hadmade.

33 He went up to the altar which he had
made in Bethel on the fifteenth day in the
eighth month, even in the month which
he had devised of his own heart; and he
ordained a feast for the children of Israel,
and went up to the altar to burn incense.

13
1 Behold, a man of God came out of Ju-

dah by the LORD’s word to Bethel; and Jer-
oboam was standing by the altar to burn
incense.

2He cried against the altar by the LORD’s
word, and said, “Altar! Altar! The LORD
says: ‘Behold, a son will be born to David’s
house, Josiah by name. On you he will
sacrifice the priests of the high places who
burn incense on you, and they will burn
men’s bones on you.’ ”
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3 He gave a sign the same day, saying,
“This is the sign which the LORD has spo-
ken: Behold, the altar will be split apart,
and the ashes that are on it will be poured
out.”

4 When the king heard the saying of the
manofGod,whichhe criedagainst thealtar
in Bethel, Jeroboam put out his hand from
the altar, saying, “Seize him!” His hand,
which he put out against him, dried up,
so that he could not draw it back again to
himself.

5 The altar was also split apart, and the
ashes poured out from the altar, according
to the sign which the man of God had given
by the LORD’s word.

6 The king answered the man of God,
“Now intercede for the favour of the LORD
your God, and pray for me, that my hand
may be restoredme again.”
The man of God interceded with the

LORD, and the king’s hand was restored to
him again, and became as it was before.

7 The king said to the man of God, “Come
home with me and refresh yourself, and I
will give you a reward.”

8 The man of God said to the king, “Even
if you gave me half of your house, I would
notgo inwithyou, neitherwould I eatbread
nor drink water in this place;

9 for so was it commanded me by the
LORD’s word, saying, ‘You shall eat no
bread, drink no water, and don’t return by
the way that you came.’ ”

10 So he went another way, and didn’t
return by the way that he came to Bethel.

11Nowanold prophet lived inBethel, and
one of his sons came and told him all the
works that the man of God had done that
day inBethel. They also told their father the
words which he had spoken to the king.

12 Their father said to them, “Which way
did he go?” Now his sons had seen which
way the man of God went, who came from
Judah.

13He said to his sons, “Saddle the donkey
for me.” So they saddled the donkey for
him; and he rode on it.

14 He went after the man of God, and
found him sitting under an oak. He said to
him, “Are you the man of God who came
from Judah?”
He said, “I am.”
15Then he said to him, “Come home with

me and eat bread.”
16He said, “Imaynot returnwith you, nor

go in with you. I will not eat bread or drink
water with you in this place.

17 For it was said to me by the LORD’s
word, ‘You shall eat nobreadordrinkwater
there, and don’t turn again to go by theway
that you came.’ ”

18He said to him, “I also am a prophet as
you are; and an angel spoke to me by the
LORD’s word, saying, ‘Bring him back with
you into your house, that he may eat bread
and drink water.’ ” He lied to him.

19 So he went back with him, ate bread in
his house, and drank water.

20As they satat the table, theLORD’sword
came to theprophetwhobrought himback;

21 and he cried out to the man of God
who came from Judah, saying, “The LORD
says, ‘Because you have been disobedient
to the LORD’s word, and have not kept the
commandment which the LORD your God
commanded you,

22 but came back, and have eaten bread
and drank water in the place of which he
said to you, “Eat no bread, and drink no
water,” your bodywill not come to the tomb
of your fathers.’ ”

23 After he had eaten bread and after
he drank, he saddled the donkey for the
prophet whom he had brought back.

24 When he had gone, a lion met him
by the way and killed him. His body was
thrown on the path, and the donkey stood
by it. The lion also stood by the body.

25 Behold, men passed by and saw the
body thrown on the path, and the lion
standing by the body; and they came and
told it in the city where the old prophet
lived.

26 When the prophet who brought him
back from the way heard of it, he said, “It
is the man of God who was disobedient to
the LORD’s word. Therefore the LORD has
deliveredhim to the lion,whichhasmauled
him and slain him, according to the LORD’s
word which he spoke to him.”

27He said to his sons, saying, “Saddle the
donkey for me,” and they saddled it.

28 He went and found his body thrown
on the path, and the donkey and the lion
standing by the body. The lion had not
eaten the body normauled the donkey.

29 The prophet took up the body of the
man of God, and laid it on the donkey, and
brought it back. He came to the city of the
old prophet to mourn, and to bury him.

30He laid his body in his own grave; and
they mourned over him, saying, “Alas, my
brother!”

31After hehadburiedhim, he spoke tohis
sons, saying, “When I am dead, bury me in
the tomb inwhich theman of God is buried.
Laymy bones beside his bones.

32 For the saying which he cried by the
LORD’swordagainst thealtar inBethel, and
against all the houses of the high places
which are in the cities of Samaria, will
surely happen.”
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33 After this thing, Jeroboam didn’t turn
from his evil way, but again made priests
of the high places from amongst all the
people. Whoeverwanted to, heconsecrated
him, that there might be priests of the high
places.

34 This thing became sin to the house of
Jeroboam, even to cut it off and to destroy
it from off the surface of the earth.

14
1At that time Abijah the son of Jeroboam

became sick.
2 Jeroboam said to his wife, “Please get

up and disguise yourself, so that you won’t
be recognised as Jeroboam’s wife. Go to
Shiloh. Behold, Ahijah the prophet is there,
who said that I would be king over this
people.

3Take with you ten loaves of bread, some
cakes, and a jar of honey, and go to him. He
will tell you what will become of the child.”

4 Jeroboam’s wife did so, and arose and
went to Shiloh, and came to Ahijah’s house.
NowAhijah could not see, for his eyes were
set by reason of his age.

5 The LORD said to Ahijah, “Behold, Jer-
oboam’s wife is coming to enquire of you
concerning her son, for he is sick. Tell
her such and such; for it will be, when
she comes in, that she will pretend to be
another woman.”

6 So when Ahijah heard the sound of her
feet as she came in at the door, he said,
“Come in, Jeroboam’s wife! Why do you
pretend to be another? For I am sent to you
with heavy news.

7 Go, tell Jeroboam, ‘The LORD, the God
of Israel, says: “Because I exalted you from
amongst the people, and made you prince
over my people Israel,

8and tore thekingdomaway fromDavid’s
house, and gave it to you; and yet you have
not been as my servant David, who kept
my commandments, and who followed me
with all his heart, to do that onlywhichwas
right in my eyes,

9 but have done evil above all who were
before you, and have gone and made for
yourself other gods, molten images, to pro-
voke me to anger, and have cast me behind
your back,

10 therefore, behold, I will bring evil on
the house of Jeroboam, and will cut off
from Jeroboameveryonewhourinates on a
wall,†hewho is shut up andhewho is left at
large in Israel, and will utterly sweep away
the house of Jeroboam, as a man sweeps
away dung until it is all gone.

11 The dogs will eat he who belongs to
Jeroboamwhodies in the city; and thebirds

of the sky will eat he who dies in the field,
for the LORD has spoken it.” ’

12 Arise therefore, and go to your house.
When your feet enter into the city, the child
will die.

13All Israel will mourn for him and bury
him; for he only of Jeroboam will come to
the grave, because in him there is found
somegood thing towards theLORD, theGod
of Israel, in the house of Jeroboam.

14Moreover the LORDwill raise up a king
for himself over Israel who will cut off the
house of Jeroboam. This is the day! What?
Even now.

15 For the LORD will strike Israel, as a
reed is shaken in the water; and he will
root up Israel out of this good landwhichhe
gave to their fathers, and will scatter them
beyond the River,‡ because they havemade
their Asherah poles, provoking the LORD to
anger.

16Hewill give Israelupbecauseof the sins
of Jeroboam,whichhehas sinned, andwith
which he has made Israel to sin.”

17 Jeroboam’s wife arose and departed,
and came to Tirzah. As she came to the
threshold of the house, the child died.

18All Israel buried him and mourned for
him, according to the LORD’s word, which
he spoke by his servant Ahijah the prophet.

19 The rest of the acts of Jeroboam, how
he fought and how he reigned, behold, they
are written in the book of the chronicles of
the kings of Israel.

20Thedayswhich Jeroboamreignedwere
twenty two years; then he slept with his
fathers, and Nadab his son reigned in his
place.

21Rehoboam the son of Solomon reigned
in Judah. Rehoboam was forty-one years
old when he began to reign, and he
reigned seventeen years in Jerusalem, the
city which the LORD had chosen out of
all the tribes of Israel, to put his name
there. His mother’s name was Naamah the
Ammonitess.

22 Judah did that which was evil in the
LORD’s sight, and theyprovokedhimto jeal-
ousy with their sins which they committed,
above all that their fathers had done.

23 For they also built for themselves high
places, sacred pillars, and Asherah poles on
every high hill and under every green tree.

24 There were also sodomites in the land.
They did according to all the abominations
of the nations which the LORD drove out
before the children of Israel.

25 In the fifth year of King Rehoboam,
Shishak king of Egypt came up against
Jerusalem;

† 14:10: or, male ‡ 14:15: That is, the Euphrates.
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26 and he took away the treasures of
the LORD’s house and the treasures of the
king’s house. He even took away all of it, in-
cluding all the gold shields which Solomon
hadmade.

27KingRehoboammadeshieldsofbronze
in their place, and committed them to the
handsof the captainsof theguard,whokept
the door of the king’s house.

28 It was so, that as often as the king
went into the LORD’s house, the guard
bore them, and brought them back into the
guard room.

29Now the rest of the acts of Rehoboam,
andall that hedid, aren’t theywritten in the
bookof the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

30TherewaswarbetweenRehoboamand
Jeroboam continually.

31 Rehoboam slept with his fathers, and
was buried with his fathers in David’s city.
His mother’s name was Naamah the Am-
monitess. Abijam his son reigned in his
place.

15
1Now in the eighteenth year of King Jer-

oboam the son of Nebat, Abijam began to
reign over Judah.

2Hereigned threeyears in Jerusalem. His
mother’s namewasMaacah thedaughter of
Abishalom.

3 He walked in all the sins of his father,
which he had done before him; and his
heart was not perfect with the LORD his
God, as the heart of David his father.

4Nevertheless for David’s sake, the LORD
his God gave him a lamp in Jerusalem, to
set up his son after him and to establish
Jerusalem;

5 because David did that which was right
in the LORD’s eyes, and didn’t turn away
from anything that he commanded him all
the days of his life, except only in thematter
of Uriah the Hittite.

6Now there was war between Rehoboam
and Jeroboam all the days of his life.

7 The rest of the acts of Abijam, and all
that he did, aren’t they written in the book
of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?
There was war between Abijam and Jer-
oboam.

8 Abijam slept with his fathers, and they
buried him in David’s city; and Asa his son
reigned in his place.

9 In the twentieth year of Jeroboam king
of Israel, Asa began to reign over Judah.

10 He reigned forty-one years in
Jerusalem. His mother’s namewasMaacah
the daughter of Abishalom.

11 Asa did that which was right in the
LORD’s eyes, as David his father did.

12 He put away the sodomites out of the
land, and removed all the idols that his
fathers hadmade.

13 He also removed Maacah his mother
from being queen, because she had made
an abominable image for an Asherah. Asa
cut down her image and burnt it at the
brook Kidron.

14 But the high places were not taken
away. Nevertheless the heart of Asa was
perfect with the LORD all his days.

15He brought into the LORD’s house the
things thathis fatherhaddedicated, and the
things that he himself had dedicated: silver,
gold, and utensils.

16 There was war between Asa and
Baasha king of Israel all their days.

17 Baasha king of Israel went up against
Judah, and built Ramah, that he might not
allow anyone to go out or come in to Asa
king of Judah.

18ThenAsa took all the silver and the gold
that was left in the treasures of the LORD’s
house, and the treasuresof theking’shouse,
and delivered it into the hand of his ser-
vants. Then King Asa sent them to Ben
Hadad, the son of Tabrimmon, the son of
Hezion, king of Syria, who lived at Damas-
cus, saying,

19 “Let there be a treaty between me and
you, like that between my father and your
father. Behold, I have sent to you a present
of silver and gold. Go, break your treaty
with Baasha king of Israel, that he may
depart fromme.”

20 Ben Hadad listened to King Asa, and
sent the captains of his armies against the
cities of Israel, and struck Ijon, and Dan,
and Abel Beth Maacah, and all Chinneroth,
with all the land of Naphtali.

21 When Baasha heard of it, he stopped
building Ramah, and lived in Tirzah.

22 Then King Asa made a proclamation
to all Judah. No one was exempted. They
carried away the stones of Ramah, and its
timber, with which Baasha had built; and
King Asa used it to build Geba of Benjamin,
andMizpah.

23Now the rest of all the acts of Asa, and
all his might, and all that he did, and the
cities which he built, aren’t they written in
the book of the chronicles of the kings of
Judah? But in the time of his old age he was
diseased in his feet.

24 Asa slept with his fathers, and was
buriedwith his fathers in his father David’s
city; and Jehoshaphat his son reigned in his
place.

25 Nadab the son of Jeroboam began to
reign over Israel in the second year of Asa
king of Judah; and he reigned over Israel
two years.
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26 He did that which was evil in the
LORD’s sight, and walked in the way of his
father, and in his sin with which he made
Israel to sin.

27 Baasha the son of Ahijah, of the house
of Issachar, conspired against him; and
Baasha struck him at Gibbethon, which be-
longed to the Philistines; for Nadab and all
Israel were besieging Gibbethon.

28 Even in the third year of Asa king of
Judah, Baasha killed him and reigned in his
place.

29 As soon as he was king, he struck all
the house of Jeroboam. He didn’t leave to
Jeroboam any who breathed, until he had
destroyed him, according to the saying of
the LORD, which he spoke by his servant
Ahijah the Shilonite;

30 for the sins of Jeroboam which he
sinned, and with which he made Israel to
sin, because of his provocation with which
he provoked the LORD, the God of Israel, to
anger.

31Now the rest of the acts of Nadab, and
all that he did, aren’t they written in the
book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?

32 There was war between Asa and
Baasha king of Israel all their days.

33 In the third year of Asa king of Judah,
Baasha the son of Ahijah began to reign
over all Israel in Tirzah for twenty-four
years.

34 He did that which was evil in the
LORD’s sight, and walked in the way of Jer-
oboam, and in his sin with which he made
Israel to sin.

16
1 The LORD’s word came to Jehu the son

of Hanani against Baasha, saying,
2 “Because I exalted you out of the dust

and made you prince over my people Is-
rael, and you have walked in the way of
Jeroboam and have made my people Israel
to sin, to provoke me to anger with their
sins,

3behold, Iwill utterly sweepawayBaasha
and his house; and I will make your house
like the house of Jeroboam the son ofNebat.

4 The dogs will eat Baasha’s descendants
who die in the city; and he who dies of his
in the field, the birds of the sky will eat.”

5Now the rest of the acts of Baasha, and
what he did, andhismight, aren’t theywrit-
ten in thebookof the chronicles of the kings
of Israel?

6 Baasha slept with his fathers, and was
buried in Tirzah; and Elah his son reigned
in his place.

7 Moreover the LORD’s word came by
the prophet Jehu the son of Hanani against

Baasha and against his house, both because
of all the evil that he did in the LORD’s sight,
toprovokehimtoangerwith theworkofhis
hands, in being like the house of Jeroboam,
and because he struck him.

8 In the twenty-sixth year of Asa king of
Judah, Elah the sonofBaashabegan to reign
over Israel in Tirzah for two years.

9 His servant Zimri, captain of half his
chariots, conspired against him. Now he
was in Tirzah, drinking himself drunk in
the house of Arza, whowas over the house-
hold in Tirzah;

10 and Zimri went in and struck him and
killedhim in the twenty-seventhyearofAsa
king of Judah, and reigned in his place.

11When he began to reign, as soon as he
sat on his throne, he attacked all the house
of Baasha. He didn’t leave him a single
one who urinates on a wall† amongst his
relatives or his friends.

12 Thus Zimri destroyed all the house
of Baasha, according to the LORD’s word
which he spoke against Baasha by Jehu the
prophet,

13 for all the sins of Baasha, and the sins
of Elah his son, which they sinned andwith
which they made Israel to sin, to provoke
the LORD, the God of Israel, to anger with
their vanities.

14Now the rest of the acts of Elah, and all
that he did, aren’t they written in the book
of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?

15 In the twenty-seventh year of Asa
king of Judah, Zimri reigned seven days in
Tirzah. Now the people were encamped
against Gibbethon, which belonged to the
Philistines.

16The people whowere encamped heard
that Zimri had conspired, and had also
killed the king. Therefore all Israel made
Omri, the captain of the army, king over
Israel that day in the camp.

17Omri went up from Gibbethon, and all
Israel with him, and they besieged Tirzah.

18WhenZimri sawthat thecitywas taken,
he went into the fortified part of the king’s
house and burnt the king’s house over him
with fire, and died,

19 for his sins which he sinned in doing
that which was evil in the LORD’s sight, in
walking in the way of Jeroboam, and in his
sin which he did to make Israel to sin.

20 Now the rest of the acts of Zimri, and
his treason that he committed, aren’t they
written in the book of the chronicles of the
kings of Israel?

21 Then the people of Israel were divided
into two parts: half of the people followed

† 16:11: or, male
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Tibni the son of Ginath, to make him king,
and half followed Omri.

22 But the people who followed Omri
prevailed against the people who followed
Tibni the son of Ginath; so Tibni died, and
Omri reigned.

23 In the thirty-first year of Asa king of
Judah, Omri began to reign over Israel
for twelve years. He reigned six years in
Tirzah.

24He bought the hill Samaria of Shemer
for two talents‡ of silver; andhe built on the
hill, and called the name of the city which
hebuilt, Samaria, after thenameof Shemer,
the owner of the hill.

25 Omri did that which was evil in the
LORD’s sight, and dealt wickedly above all
who were before him.

26 For he walked in all the way of Jer-
oboam the son ofNebat, and inhis sinswith
which he made Israel to sin, to provoke the
LORD, the God of Israel, to anger with their
vanities.

27Now the rest of the acts of Omri which
he did, and hismight that he showed, aren’t
theywritten in the book of the chronicles of
the kings of Israel?

28 So Omri slept with his fathers, and
was buried in Samaria; and Ahab his son
reigned in his place.

29 In the thirty-eighth year of Asa king of
Judah, Ahab the son of Omri began to reign
over Israel. Ahab the son of Omri reigned
over Israel in Samaria twenty-two years.

30 Ahab the son of Omri did that which
was evil in the LORD’s sight above all that
were before him.

31 As if it had been a light thing for him
to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of
Nebat, he took as wife Jezebel the daughter
of Ethbaal king of the Sidonians, and went
and served Baal and worshipped him.

32 He raised up an altar for Baal in
the house of Baal, which he had built in
Samaria.

33Ahab made the Asherah; and Ahab did
more yet to provoke the LORD, the God of
Israel, to anger than all the kings of Israel
whowere before him.

34 In his days Hiel the Bethelite built Jeri-
cho. He laid its foundation with the loss of
Abiram his firstborn, and set up its gates
with the loss of his youngest son Segub,
according to the LORD’s word, which he
spoke by Joshua the son of Nun.

17
1 Elijah the Tishbite, who was one of the

settlers of Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the
LORD, the God of Israel, lives, before whom

Istand, there shallnotbedewnorrain these
years, but according to myword.”

2 Then the LORD’s word came to him,
saying,

3 “Go away fromhere, turn eastward, and
hide yourself by the brook Cherith, that is
before the Jordan.

4 You shall drink from the brook. I have
commanded the ravens to feed you there.”

5 So he went and did according to the
LORD’s word, for he went and lived by the
brook Cherith that is before the Jordan.

6The ravensbrought himbreadandmeat
in the morning, and bread and meat in the
evening; and he drank from the brook.

7 After a while, the brook dried up, be-
cause there was no rain in the land.

8The LORD’s word came to him, saying,
9 “Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs

to Sidon, and stay there. Behold, I have
commanded awidow there to sustain you.”

10Sohe arose andwent to Zarephath; and
whenhe came to the gate of the city, behold,
a widow was there gathering sticks. He
called to her and said, “Please getme a little
water in a jar, that I may drink.”

11 As she was going to get it, he called to
her and said, “Please bring me a morsel of
bread in your hand.”

12 She said, “As the LORD your God lives,
I don’t have anything baked, but only a
handful of meal in a jar and a little oil in a
jar. Behold, I am gathering two sticks, that
I may go in and bake it for me and my son,
that wemay eat it, and die.”

13 Elijah said to her, “Don’t be afraid. Go
anddoasyouhavesaid; butmakemea little
cake from it first, and bring it out tome, and
afterward make some for you and for your
son.

14 For the LORD, the God of Israel, says,
‘The jar of meal will not run out, and the
jar of oil will not fail, until the day that the
LORD sends rain on the earth.’ ”

15 She went and did according to the say-
ingofElijah; andshe, he, andherhousehold
ate many days.

16 The jar of meal didn’t run out and the
jar of oil didn’t fail, according to the LORD’s
word, which he spoke by Elijah.

17 After these things, the son of the
woman, the mistress of the house, became
sick; and his sickness was so severe that
there was no breath left in him.

18 She said to Elijah, “What have I to do
with you, you man of God? You have come
tome to bringmy sin tomemory, and to kill
my son!”

19He said to her, “Give me your son.” He
took him out of her bosom, and carried him

‡ 16:24: A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds.



1 Kings 17:20 311 1 Kings 18:27

up into the roomwhere he stayed, and laid
him on his own bed.

20He cried to the LORD and said, “LORD
my God, have you also brought evil on the
widow with whom I am staying, by killing
her son?”

21He stretched himself on the child three
times, and cried to the LORD and said,
“LORD my God, please let this child’s soul
come into him again.”

22TheLORD listened to thevoiceofElijah;
and the soul of the child came into him
again, and he revived.

23 Elijah took the child and brought him
down out of the room into the house, and
delivered him to his mother; and Elijah
said, “Behold, your son lives.”

24Thewoman said to Elijah, “Now I know
that you are a man of God, and that the
LORD’s word in yourmouth is truth.”

18
1Aftermany days, the LORD’s word came

to Elijah, in the third year, saying, “Go, show
yourself to Ahab; and Iwill send rain on the
earth.”

2 Elijah went to show himself to Ahab.
The famine was severe in Samaria.

3Ahab called Obadiah, who was over the
household. (NowObadiah feared the LORD
greatly;

4 for when Jezebel cut off the LORD’s
prophets, Obadiah took one hundred
prophets, and hid them fifty to a cave, and
fed themwith bread andwater.)

5 Ahab said to Obadiah, “Go through the
land, to all the springs of water, and to all
the brooks. Perhaps we may find grass and
save the horses andmules alive, thatwenot
lose all the animals.”

6 So they divided the land between them
to pass throughout it. Ahab went one way
by himself, and Obadiah went another way
by himself.

7 As Obadiah was on the way, behold,
Elijah met him. He recognised him, and
fell on his face, and said, “Is it you, my lord
Elijah?”

8 He answered him, “It is I. Go, tell your
lord, ‘Behold, Elijah is here!’ ”

9 He said, “How have I sinned, that you
would deliver your servant into the hand of
Ahab, to kill me?

10As the LORD your God lives, there is no
nation or kingdom where my lord has not
sent to seek you. When they said, ‘He is not
here,’ he took an oath of the kingdom and
nation that they didn’t find you.

11 Now you say, ‘Go, tell your lord, “Be-
hold, Elijah is here.” ’

12 It will happen, as soon as I leave you,
that the LORD’s Spirit will carry you I don’t

know where; and so when I come and tell
Ahab, and he can’t find you, he will kill me.
But I, your servant, have feared the LORD
frommy youth.

13 Wasn’t it told my lord what I did
when Jezebel killed the LORD’s prophets,
how I hid one hundred men of the LORD’s
prophets with fifty to a cave, and fed them
with bread andwater?

14 Now you say, ‘Go, tell your lord, “Be-
hold, Elijah is here”.’ Hewill kill me.”

15 Elijah said, “As the LORD of Armies
lives, before whom I stand, I will surely
showmyself to him today.”

16SoObadiahwent tomeetAhab, and told
him; and Ahabwent to meet Elijah.

17 When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to
him, “Is that you, you troubler of Israel?”

18 He answered, “I have not troubled Is-
rael, butyouandyour father’shouse, in that
you have forsaken the LORD’s command-
ments and you have followed the Baals.

19 Now therefore send, and gather to
me all Israel to Mount Carmel, and four
hundred and fifty of the prophets of Baal,
and four hundred of the prophets of the
Asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s table.”

20 So Ahab sent to all the children of Is-
rael, and gathered the prophets together to
Mount Carmel.

21 Elijah came near to all the people, and
said, “How longwill youwaverbetween the
two sides? If the LORD is God, follow him;
but if Baal, then follow him.”
The people didn’t say a word.
22Then Elijah said to the people, “I, even I

only, am left as a prophet of the LORD; but
Baal’s prophets are four hundred and fifty
men.

23 Let them therefore give us two bulls;
and let them choose one bull for them-
selves, and cut it in pieces, and lay it on the
wood, andputnofireunder; and Iwill dress
the other bull, and lay it on the wood, and
put no fire under it.

24You call on the name of your god, and I
will call on the LORD’s name. The God who
answers by fire, let him be God.”
All the people answered, “What you say is

good.”
25 Elijah said to the prophets of Baal,

“Chooseonebull foryourselves, anddress it
first, for youaremany; andcall on thename
of your god, but put no fire under it.”

26 They took the bull which was given
them, and they dressed it, and called on
the name of Baal from morning even until
noon, saying, “Baal, hear us!” But therewas
no voice, and nobody answered. They leapt
about the altar which wasmade.

27At noon, Elijah mocked them, and said,
“Cry aloud, for he is a god. Either he is deep
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in thought, or he has gone somewhere, or
he is on a journey, or perhaps he sleeps and
must be awakened.”

28They cried aloud, and cut themselves in
their way with knives and lances until the
blood gushed out on them.

29 When midday was past, they prophe-
sied until the time of the evening offering;
but there was no voice, no answer, and
nobody paid attention.

30Elijah said to all the people, “Comenear
to me!”; and all the people came near to
him. He repaired the LORD’s altar that had
been thrown down.

31 Elijah took twelve stones, according to
thenumberof the tribesof the sonsof Jacob,
to whom the LORD’s word came, saying,
“Israel shall be your name.”

32With the stones he built an altar in the
LORD’sname. Hemadea trencharound the
altar large enough to contain two seahs† of
seed.

33 He put the wood in order, and cut the
bull in pieces and laid it on the wood. He
said, “Fill four jars with water, and pour it
on the burnt offering and on the wood.”

34He said, “Do it a second time;” and they
did it the second time. He said, “Do it a third
time;” and they did it the third time.

35The water ran around the altar; and he
also filled the trench with water.

36At the time of the evening offering, Eli-
jah the prophet camenear and said, “LORD,
the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Israel,
let it be known today that you are God in
Israel and that I am your servant, and that
I have done all these things at your word.

37 Hear me, LORD, hear me, that this
people may know that you, LORD, are God,
and that you have turned their heart back
again.”

38Then the LORD’s fire fell and consumed
the burnt offering, the wood, the stones,
and the dust; and it licked up thewater that
was in the trench.

39When all the people saw it, they fell on
their faces. They said, “TheLORD,he isGod!
The LORD, he is God!”

40Elijah said to them, “Seize the prophets
of Baal! Don’t let one of them escape!”
They seized them; and Elijah brought

them down to the brook Kishon, and killed
them there.

41 Elijah said to Ahab, “Get up, eat and
drink; for there is the sound of abundance
of rain.”

42 So Ahab went up to eat and to drink.
Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; and he
bowed himself down on the earth, and put
his face between his knees.

43He said to his servant, “Go up now and
look towards the sea.”
Hewent up and looked, then said, “There

is nothing.”
He said, “Go again” seven times.
44On the seventh time, he said, “Behold, a

small cloud, like a man’s hand, is rising out
of the sea.”
He said, “Go up, tell Ahab, ‘Get ready and

go down, so that the rain doesn’t stop you.’ ”
45 In a littlewhile, the sky grewblackwith

cloudsandwind, and therewasagreat rain.
Ahab rode, and went to Jezreel.

46The LORD’s handwas on Elijah; and he
tucked his cloak into his belt and ran before
Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel.

19
1 Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had

done, and how he had killed all the
prophets with the sword.

2Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah,
saying, “So let the gods do to me, and more
also, if I don’t make your life as the life of
one of them by tomorrow about this time!”

3 When he saw that, he arose and ran
for his life, and came to Beersheba, which
belongs to Judah, and left his servant there.

4But he himself went a day’s journey into
the wilderness, and came and sat down
under a juniper tree. Then he requested for
himself that he might die, and said, “It is
enough. Now, O LORD, take away my life;
for I am not better thanmy fathers.”

5He lay down and slept under a juniper
tree; andbehold, anangel touchedhim, and
said to him, “Arise and eat!”

6He looked, and behold, there was at his
head a cake baked on the coals, and a jar
of water. He ate and drank, and lay down
again.

7TheLORD’s angel cameagain the second
time, and touched him, and said, “Arise and
eat, because the journey is too great for
you.”

8He arose, and ate and drank, and went
in the strength of that food forty days and
forty nights to Horeb, God’s Mountain.

9 He came to a cave there, and camped
there; and behold, the LORD’s word came
to him, and he said to him, “What are you
doing here, Elijah?”

10 He said, “I have been very jealous for
the LORD, the God of Armies; for the chil-
dren of Israel have forsaken your covenant,
thrown down your altars, and killed your
prophets with the sword. I, even I only, am
left; and they seekmy life, to take it away.”

11Hesaid, “Gooutandstandon themoun-
tain before the LORD.”

† 18:32: 1 seah is about 7 litres or 1.9 gallons or 0.8 pecks
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Behold, the LORD passed by, and a great
and strong wind tore the mountains and
broke in pieces the rocks before the LORD;
but the LORD was not in the wind. After
the wind there was an earthquake; but the
LORDwas not in the earthquake.

12After the earthquake a fire passed; but
the LORD was not in the fire. After the fire,
there was a still small voice.

13 When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his
face in his mantle, went out, and stood in
the entrance of the cave. Behold, a voice
came to him, and said, “What are you doing
here, Elijah?”

14 He said, “I have been very jealous for
the LORD, the God of Armies; for the chil-
dren of Israel have forsaken your covenant,
thrown down your altars, and killed your
prophets with the sword. I, even I only, am
left; and they seekmy life, to take it away.”

15 The LORD said to him, “Go, return on
your way to the wilderness of Damascus.
When you arrive, anoint Hazael to be king
over Syria.

16 Anoint Jehu the son of Nimshi to be
king over Israel; and anoint Elisha the son
of Shaphat of Abel Meholah to be prophet
in your place.

17Hewho escapes from the sword ofHaz-
ael, Jehu will kill; and he who escapes from
the sword of Jehu, Elisha will kill.

18Yet I reserved seven thousand in Israel,
all the knees of which have not bowed to
Baal, and everymouthwhichhasnot kissed
him.”

19 So he departed from there and found
Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was plough-
ing with twelve yoke of oxen before him,
and hewith the twelfth. Elijahwent over to
him and put his mantle on him.

20Elisha left the oxen and ran after Elijah,
and said, “Let me please kiss my father and
mymother, and then I will follow you.”
He said to him, “Go back again; for what

have I done to you?”
21 He returned from following him, and

took the yoke of oxen, killed them, and
boiled their meat with the oxen’s equip-
ment, and gave to the people; and they ate.
Then he arose, and went after Elijah, and
served him.

20
1BenHadad the king of Syria gathered all

his army together; and there were thirty-
two kings with him, with horses and char-
iots. Hewent up andbesieged Samaria, and
fought against it.

2He sentmessengers into the city to Ahab
king of Israel and said to him, “Ben Hadad
says,

3 ‘Your silver and your gold are mine.
Yourwives also and your children, even the
best, are mine.’ ”

4 The king of Israel answered, “It is ac-
cording toyour saying,my lord,Oking. I am
yours, and all that I have.”

5 The messengers came again and said,
“Ben Hadad says, ‘I sent indeed to you, say-
ing, “You shall deliver me your silver, your
gold, your wives, and your children;

6but Iwill sendmyservants to you tomor-
row about this time, and they will search
yourhouseand thehousesof your servants.
Whatever is pleasant in your eyes, theywill
put it in their hand, and take it away.” ’ ”

7 Then the king of Israel called all the
elders of the land, and said, “Please notice
how this man seeks mischief; for he sent to
me for my wives, and for my children, and
for my silver, and for my gold; and I didn’t
deny him.”

8 All the elders and all the people said to
him, “Don’t listen, and don’t consent.”

9 Therefore he said to the messengers of
Ben Hadad, “Tell my lord the king, ‘All that
you sent for to your servant at the first Iwill
do, but this thing I cannot do.’ ”
The messengers departed and brought

him back themessage.
10 Ben Hadad sent to him, and said, “The

gods do so to me, and more also, if the dust
of Samaria will be enough for handfuls for
all the people who followme.”

11 The king of Israel answered, “Tell him,
‘Don’t let him who puts on his armour brag
like he who takes it off.’ ”

12 When Ben Hadad heard this message
as he was drinking, he and the kings in the
pavilions, he said to his servants, “Prepare
to attack!” So they prepared to attack the
city.

13 Behold, a prophet came near to Ahab
king of Israel, and said, “The LORD says,
‘Have you seen all this great multitude? Be-
hold, I will deliver it into your hand today.
Then youwill know that I am the LORD.’ ”

14Ahab said, “Bywhom?”
He said, “The LORD says, ‘By the young

men of the princes of the provinces.’ ”
Then he said, “Who shall begin the bat-

tle?”
He answered, “You.”
15 Then he mustered the young men of

the princes of the provinces, and they were
two hundred and thirty-two. After them,
he mustered all the people, even all the
children of Israel, being seven thousand.

16They went out at noon. But Ben Hadad
was drinking himself drunk in the pavil-
ions, he and the kings, the thirty-two kings
who helped him.
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17 The young men of the princes of the
provinces went out first; and Ben Hadad
sent out, and they told him, saying, “Men
are coming out from Samaria.”

18 He said, “If they have come out for
peace, take themalive; or if they have come
out for war, take them alive.”

19 So these went out of the city, the young
menof the princes of the provinces, and the
armywhich followed them.

20 They each killed his man. The Syrians
fled, and Israel pursued them. Ben Hadad
the king of Syria escaped on a horse with
horsemen.

21 The king of Israel went out and struck
the horses and chariots, and killed the Syri-
ans with a great slaughter.

22 The prophet came near to the king of
Israel andsaid tohim, “Go, strengthenyour-
self, and plan what you must do, for at the
return of the year, the king of Syria will
come up against you.”

23The servants of the king of Syria said to
him, “Their god is a god of the hills; there-
fore they were stronger than we. But let’s
fight against them in the plain, and surely
wewill be stronger than they.

24 Do this thing: take the kings away,
everymanout of his place, andput captains
in their place.

25Muster an army like the army that you
have lost, horse for horse and chariot for
chariot. We will fight against them in the
plain, and surely we will be stronger than
they are.”
He listened to their voice and did so.
26 At the return of the year, Ben Hadad

mustered the Syrians andwent up toAphek
to fight against Israel.

27 The children of Israel were mustered
and given provisions, and went against
them. The children of Israel encamped
before them like two little flocks of young
goats, but the Syrians filled the country.

28 A man of God came near and spoke to
the king of Israel, and said, “The LORD says,
‘Because the Syrians have said, “The LORD
is a god of the hills, but he is not a god of
the valleys,” therefore I will deliver all this
great multitude into your hand, and you
shall know that I am the LORD.’ ”

29Theyencampedopposite eachother for
seven days. Then on the seventh day the
battle was joined; and the children of Israel
killed one hundred thousand footmen of
the Syrians in one day.

30But the rest fled to Aphek, into the city;
and the wall fell on twenty-seven thousand
men who were left. Ben Hadad fled and
came into the city, into an inner room.

31 His servants said to him, “See now,
we have heard that the kings of the house
of Israel are merciful kings. Please let us
put sackcloth on our bodies and ropes on
our heads, and go out to the king of Israel.
Maybe he will save your life.”

32 So they put sackcloth on their bodies
and ropes on their heads, and came to the
king of Israel, and said, “Your servant Ben
Hadad says, ‘Please let me live.’ ”
He said, “Is he still alive? He is my

brother.”
33 Now the men observed diligently and

hurried to take this phrase; and they said,
“Your brother Ben Hadad.”
Then he said, “Go, bring him.”
Then Ben Hadad came out to him; and he

caused him to come up into the chariot.
34 Ben Hadad said to him, “The cities

which my father took from your father I
will restore. You shall make streets for
yourself in Damascus, asmy fathermade in
Samaria.”

“I”, said Ahab, “will let you go with this
covenant.” Sohemadea covenantwithhim
and let him go.

35 A certain man of the sons of the
prophets said to his fellow by the LORD’s
word, “Please strike me!”
Theman refused to strike him.
36Then he said to him, “Because you have

not obeyed the LORD’s voice, behold, as
soon as you have departed from me, a lion
will kill you.” As soon as he had departed
from him, a lion found him and killed him.

37 Then he found another man, and said,
“Please strike me.”
Theman struck him andwounded him.
38So the prophet departed andwaited for

the king by the way, and disguised himself
with his headband over his eyes.

39 As the king passed by, he cried to the
king, and he said, “Your servant went out
into the middle of the battle; and behold, a
man came over and brought a man to me,
and said, ‘Guard this man! If by any means
he is missing, then your life shall be for his
life, or else you shall pay a talent† of silver.’

40 As your servant was busy here and
there, he was gone.”
The king of Israel said to him, “So shall

your judgement be. You yourself have de-
cided it.”

41 He hurried, and took the headband
away from his eyes; and the king of Israel
recognised that hewas one of the prophets.

42 He said to him, “The LORD says, ‘Be-
cause you have let go out of your hand the
man whom I had devoted to destruction,
therefore your life will take the place of his

† 20:39: A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds
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life, and your people take the place of his
people.’ ”

43 The king of Israel went to his house
sullen and angry, and came to Samaria.

21
1After these things, Naboth the Jezreelite

hadavineyardwhichwas in Jezreel, next to
the palace of Ahab king of Samaria.

2Ahab spoke to Naboth, saying, “Give me
your vineyard, that I may have it for a gar-
den of herbs, because it is near my house;
and I will give you for it a better vineyard
than it. Or, if it seems good to you, I will give
you its worth inmoney.”

3 Naboth said to Ahab, “May the LORD
forbidme, that I shouldgive the inheritance
of my fathers to you!”

4 Ahab came into his house sullen and
angry because of the word which Naboth
the Jezreelite had spoken to him, for he had
said, “I will not give you the inheritance of
my fathers.” He laid himself down on his
bed, and turned away his face, and would
eat no bread.

5 But Jezebel his wife came to him, and
said to him, “Why is your spirit so sad that
you eat no bread?”

6 He said to her, “Because I spoke to
Naboth the Jezreelite, and said to him, ‘Give
me your vineyard for money; or else, if it
pleases you, I will give you another vine-
yard for it.’ Heanswered, ‘Iwill not giveyou
my vineyard.’ ”

7 Jezebelhiswife said tohim, “Doyounow
govern the kingdom of Israel? Arise, and
eat bread, and let your heart be merry. I
will give you the vineyard of Naboth the
Jezreelite.”

8 So she wrote letters in Ahab’s name
and sealed them with his seal, and sent the
letters to the elders and to the nobles who
were in his city, who lived with Naboth.

9 She wrote in the letters, saying,
“Proclaim a fast, and set Naboth on high
amongst the people.

10 Set two men, wicked fellows, before
him, and let them testify against him, say-
ing, ‘You cursed God and the king!’ Then
carry him out, and stone him to death.”

11 The men of his city, even the elders
and the nobles who lived in his city, did as
Jezebel had instructed them in the letters
which she had written and sent to them.

12They proclaimed a fast, and set Naboth
on high amongst the people.

13The twomen, the wicked fellows, came
in and sat before him. The wicked fel-
lows testified against him, even against
Naboth, in the presence of the people, say-
ing, “Naboth cursed God and the king!”

Then they carried him out of the city and
stoned him to death with stones.

14 Then they sent to Jezebel, saying,
“Naboth has been stoned and is dead.”

15 When Jezebel heard that Naboth had
been stoned and was dead, Jezebel said to
Ahab, “Arise, take possession of the vine-
yard of Naboth the Jezreelite, which he re-
fused to give you for money; for Naboth is
not alive, but dead.”

16 When Ahab heard that Naboth was
dead, Ahab rose up to go down to the vine-
yardofNaboth the Jezreelite, to takeposses-
sion of it.

17 The LORD’s word came to Elijah the
Tishbite, saying,

18 “Arise, go down to meet Ahab king of
Israel, who dwells in Samaria. Behold, he
is in the vineyard of Naboth, where he has
gone down to take possession of it.

19 You shall speak to him, saying, ‘The
LORD says, “Have you killed and also taken
possession?” ’ You shall speak to him, say-
ing, ‘The LORD says, “In the place where
dogs licked the blood of Naboth, dogs will
lick your blood, even yours.” ’ ”

20 Ahab said to Elijah, “Have you found
me, my enemy?”
He answered, “I have found you, because

you have sold yourself to do that which is
evil in the LORD’s sight.

21 Behold, I will bring evil on you, and
will utterly sweep you away andwill cut off
fromAhabeveryonewhourinates against a
wall,† and himwho is shut up and himwho
is left at large in Israel.

22 I will make your house like the house
of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like the
house of Baasha the son of Ahijah, for the
provocationwithwhichyouhaveprovoked
me to anger, and havemade Israel to sin.”

23The LORD also spoke of Jezebel, saying,
“The dogs will eat Jezebel by the rampart of
Jezreel.

24Thedogswill eat hewhodies ofAhab in
the city; and the birds of the sky will eat he
who dies in the field.”

25 But there was no one like Ahab, who
sold himself to do thatwhichwas evil in the
LORD’s sight, whom Jezebel his wife stirred
up.

26 He did very abominably in following
idols, according to all that the Amorites did,
whom the LORD cast out before the chil-
dren of Israel.

27 When Ahab heard those words, he
tore his clothes, put sackcloth on his body,
fasted, lay in sackcloth, and went about
despondently.

† 21:21: or, male



1 Kings 21:28 316 1 Kings 22:30

28 The LORD’s word came to Elijah the
Tishbite, saying,

29 “See howAhabhumbles himself before
me? Because he humbles himself before
me, I will not bring the evil in his days; but
I will bring the evil on his house in his son’s
day.”

22
1They continued three yearswithoutwar

between Syria and Israel.
2 In the third year, Jehoshaphat the king

of Judah came down to the king of Israel.
3 The king of Israel said to his servants,

“You know that Ramoth Gilead is ours, and
we do nothing, and don’t take it out of the
hand of the king of Syria?”

4 He said to Jehoshaphat, “Will you go
withme to battle to Ramoth Gilead?”
Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, “I

am as you are, my people as your people,
my horses as your horses.”

5 Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel,
“Please enquire first for the LORD’s word.”

6 Then the king of Israel gathered the
prophets together, about four hundred
men, and said to them, “Should I go against
Ramoth Gilead to battle, or should I re-
frain?”
They said, “Go up; for the Lord will de-

liver it into the hand of the king.”
7But Jehoshaphat said, “Isn’t there here a

prophet of the LORD, that we may enquire
of him?”

8 The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat,
“There is yet oneman bywhomwemay en-
quireof theLORD,Micaiah the sonof Imlah;
but I hate him, for he does not prophesy
good concerningme, but evil.”
Jehoshaphat said, “Don’t let the king say

so.”
9 Then the king of Israel called an officer,

and said, “Quickly get Micaiah the son of
Imlah.”

10Now the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat
the king of Judah were sitting each on his
throne, arrayed in their robes, in an open
place at the entrance of the gate of Samaria;
and all the prophets were prophesying be-
fore them.

11 Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah made
himself horns of iron, and said, “The LORD
says, ‘With these you will push the Syrians,
until they are consumed.’ ”

12All the prophets prophesied so, saying,
“Go up to Ramoth Gilead and prosper; for
the LORDwill deliver it into the hand of the
king.”

13 The messenger who went to call Mi-
caiah spoke to him, saying, “See now, the
prophets declare good to the king with one

mouth. Please let your word be like the
word of one of them, and speak good.”

14Micaiah said, “As the LORD lives, what
the LORD says to me, that I will speak.”

15Whenhe had come to the king, the king
said tohim, “Micaiah, shallwego toRamoth
Gilead to battle, or shall we forbear?”
He answered him, “Go up and prosper;

and the LORD will deliver it into the hand
of the king.”

16The king said to him, “Howmany times
do I have to adjure you that you speak tome
nothing but the truth in the LORD’s name?”

17Hesaid, “I sawall Israel scatteredon the
mountains, as sheep thathaveno shepherd.
The LORD said, ‘These have no master. Let
them each return to his house in peace.’ ”

18 The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat,
“Didn’t I tell you thathewouldnotprophesy
good concerningme, but evil?”

19 Micaiah said, “Therefore hear the
LORD’s word. I saw the LORD sitting on his
throne, and all the armyof heaven standing
by him on his right hand and on his left.

20 The LORD said, ‘Who will entice Ahab,
that he may go up and fall at Ramoth
Gilead?’ One said one thing, and another
said another.

21A spirit came out and stood before the
LORD, and said, ‘I will entice him.’

22The LORD said to him, ‘How?’
He said, ‘I will go out and will be a lying

spirit in themouth of all his prophets.’
He said, ‘Youwill entice him, andwill also

prevail. Go out and do so.’
23 Now therefore, behold, the LORD has

put a lying spirit in the mouth of all these
your prophets; and the LORD has spoken
evil concerning you.”

24 Then Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah
camenear and struckMicaiahon the cheek,
and said, “Which way did the LORD’s Spirit
go fromme to speak to you?”

25Micaiah said, “Behold, you will see on
that daywhen you go into an inner room to
hide yourself.”

26 The king of Israel said, “Take Micaiah,
and carry him back to Amon the governor
of the city and to Joash the king’s son.

27 Say, ‘The king says, “Put this fellow
in the prison, and feed him with bread of
affliction and with water of affliction, until
I come in peace.” ’ ”

28 Micaiah said, “If you return at all in
peace, the LORD has not spoken byme.” He
said, “Listen, all you people!”

29 So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat
the king of Judahwentup toRamothGilead.

30 The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat,
“Iwill disguisemyself and go into thebattle,
but you put on your robes.” The king of
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Israel disguised himself and went into the
battle.

31Now the king of Syria had commanded
the thirty-two captains of his chariots, say-
ing, “Don’t fightwith small nor great, except
only with the king of Israel.”

32When the captains of the chariots saw
Jehoshaphat, they said, “Surely that is the
king of Israel!” and they came over to fight
against him. Jehoshaphat cried out.

33When the captains of the chariots saw
that itwasnot thekingof Israel, they turned
back from pursuing him.

34Acertainmandrewhis bowat random,
and struck the king of Israel between the
joints of the armour. Therefore he said to
the driver of his chariot, “Turn around, and
carry me out of the battle, for I am severely
wounded.”

35The battle increased that day. The king
was propped up in his chariot facing the
Syrians, and died at evening. The blood
ran out of the wound into the bottom of the
chariot.

36A cry went throughout the army about
the going down of the sun, saying, “Every
man to his city, and every man to his coun-
try!”

37 So the king died, and was brought
to Samaria; and they buried the king in
Samaria.

38They washed the chariot by the pool of
Samaria; and the dogs licked up his blood
where the prostitutes washed themselves,
according to the LORD’s word which he
spoke.

39Now the rest of the acts of Ahab, and all
that he did, and the ivory house which he
built, and all the cities that he built, aren’t
theywritten in the book of the chronicles of
the kings of Israel?

40 So Ahab slept with his fathers; and
Ahaziah his son reigned in his place.

41 Jehoshaphat the son of Asa began to
reign over Judah in the fourth year of Ahab
king of Israel.

42 Jehoshaphat was thirty-five years
old when he began to reign; and he
reigned twenty-five years in Jerusalem. His
mother’s namewasAzubah the daughter of
Shilhi.

43 He walked in all the way of Asa his
father. He didn’t turn away from it, doing
that which was right in the LORD’s eyes.
However, the high places were not taken
away. The people still sacrificed and burnt
incense on the high places.

44 Jehoshaphat made peace with the king
of Israel.

45Now the rest of the acts of Jehoshaphat,
and his might that he showed, and how he

fought, aren’t theywritten in thebookof the
chronicles of the kings of Judah?

46 The remnant of the sodomites, that re-
mained in the days of his father Asa, he put
away out of the land.

47 There was no king in Edom. A deputy
ruled.

48 Jehoshaphat made ships of Tarshish to
go to Ophir for gold, but they didn’t go, for
the ships wrecked at Ezion Geber.

49 Then Ahaziah the son of Ahab said to
Jehoshaphat, “Letmy servants gowith your
servants in the ships.” But Jehoshaphat
would not.

50 Jehoshaphat slept with his fathers, and
was buried with his fathers in his father
David’s city. Jehoram his son reigned in his
place.

51Ahaziah the son of Ahab began to reign
over Israel in Samaria in the seventeenth
year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, and he
reigned two years over Israel.

52 He did that which was evil in the
LORD’s sight, and walked in the way of his
father, and in the way of his mother, and
in the way of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, in
which hemade Israel to sin.

53 He served Baal and worshipped him,
and provoked the LORD, the God of Israel,
to anger in all the ways that his father had
done so.
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The Second Book of Kings
1 Moab rebelled against Israel after the

death of Ahab.
2Ahaziah fell down through the lattice in

his upper room that was in Samaria, and
was sick. So he sent messengers, and said
to them, “Go, enquire of Baal Zebub, the
god of Ekron, whether I will recover of this
sickness.”

3 But the LORD’s† angel said to Elijah the
Tishbite, “Arise, go up to meet the messen-
gers of the king of Samaria, and tell them,
‘Is it because there is no God‡ in Israel that
you go to enquire of Baal Zebub, the god of
Ekron?

4Now therefore the LORD says, “You will
not come down from the bed where you
have gone up, but you will surely die.” ’ ”
Then Elijah departed.

5 The messengers returned to him, and
he said to them, “Why is it that you have
returned?”

6 They said to him, “A man came up to
meet us, and said to us, ‘Go, return to the
king who sent you, and tell him, “The LORD
says, ‘Is it because there is no God in Israel
that you send to enquire of Baal Zebub, the
god of Ekron? Therefore you will not come
down from the bed where you have gone
up, but you will surely die.’ ” ’ ”

7He said to them, “What kind ofmanwas
he who came up to meet you and told you
these words?”

8 They answered him, “He was a hairy
man, andwearing a leather belt around his
waist.”
He said, “It’s Elijah the Tishbite.”
9Then the king sent a captain of fiftywith

his fifty to him. He went up to him; and
behold,§ hewas sitting on the top of the hill.
He said to him, “Man of God, the king has
said, ‘Come down!’ ”

10 Elijah answered to the captain of fifty,
“If I am a man of God, then let fire come
down from the sky and consume you and
your fifty!” Then fire came down from the
sky, and consumed him and his fifty.

11 Again he sent to him another captain
of fifty with his fifty. He answered him,
“Man of God, the king has said, ‘Come down
quickly!’ ”

12 Elijah answered them, “If I am a man
of God, then let fire come down from the
sky and consume you and your fifty!” Then

God’s fire came down from the sky, and
consumed him and his fifty.

13Again he sent the captain of a third fifty
with his fifty. The third captain of fiftywent
up, and came and fell on his knees before
Elijah, and begged him, and said to him,
“Man of God, please let my life and the life
of these fifty of your servants be precious in
your sight.

14 Behold, fire came down from the sky
and consumed the last two captains of fifty
with their fifties. But now let my life be
precious in your sight.”

15 The LORD’s angel said to Elijah, “Go
downwith him. Don’t be afraid of him.”
Then he arose and went down with him

to the king.
16 He said to him, “The LORD says, ‘Be-

cause you have sent messengers to enquire
ofBaal Zebub, thegodofEkron, is it because
there is no God in Israel to enquire of his
word? Therefore you will not come down
from the bed where you have gone up, but
you will surely die.’ ”

17 So he died according to the LORD’s
wordwhichElijahhad spoken. Jehorambe-
gan to reign in his place in the second year
of Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat king of
Judah, because he had no son.

18 Now the rest of the acts of Ahaziah
which he did, aren’t they written in the
book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?

2
1When the LORDwas about to take Elijah

up by a whirlwind into heaven, Elijah went
with Elisha from Gilgal.

2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Please wait here,
for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.”
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as

your soul lives, Iwill not leave you.” So they
went down to Bethel.

3 The sons of the prophets who were at
Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him,
“Do you know that the LORDwill take away
yourmaster from over you today?”
He said, “Yes, I know it. Hold your peace.”
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, please wait

here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.”
He said, “As the LORD lives, and as your

soul lives, I will not leave you.” So they
came to Jericho.

5 The sons of the prophets who were at
Jerichocamenear toElisha, andsaid tohim,
“Do you know that the LORDwill take away
yourmaster from over you today?”
He answered, “Yes, I know it. Hold your

peace.”
† 1:3: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew
,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). ‡ 1:3: The Hebrew word rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). § 1:9:
“Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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6Elijah said to him, “Please wait here, for
the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.”
He said, “As the LORD lives, and as your

soul lives, I will not leave you.” Then they
both went on.

7 Fifty men of the sons of the prophets
went and stood opposite themat a distance;
and they both stood by the Jordan.

8 Elijah took his mantle, and rolled it up,
and struck the waters; and they were di-
videdhereand there, so that theybothwent
over on dry ground.

9When they had gone over, Elijah said to
Elisha, “Askwhat I shall do for you, before I
am taken from you.”
Elisha said, “Please let a double portion of

your spirit be onme.”
10He said, “You have asked a hard thing.

If you see me when I am taken from you, it
will be so for you; but if not, it will not be
so.”

11 As they continued on and talked, be-
hold, a chariot of fire and horses of fire
separated them; and Elijah went up by a
whirlwind into heaven.

12 Elisha saw it, and he cried, “My father,
my father, the chariots of Israel and its
horsemen!”
He saw him no more. Then he took hold

of his own clothes and tore them in two
pieces.

13He also took up Elijah’s mantle that fell
from him, and went back and stood by the
bank of the Jordan.

14 He took Elijah’s mantle that fell from
him, and struck the waters, and said,
“Where is the LORD, the God of Elijah?”
When he also had struck the waters, they
were divided apart, and Elisha went over.

15 When the sons of the prophets who
were at Jericho facing him saw him, they
said, “The spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha.”
They came to meet him, and bowed them-
selves to the ground before him.

16 They said to him, “See now, there are
with your servants fifty strong men. Please
let them go and seek your master. Perhaps
the LORD’s Spirit has taken him up, and
put him on some mountain or into some
valley.”
He said, “Don’t send them.”
17 When they urged him until he was

ashamed, he said, “Send them.”
Therefore they sent fifty men; and they

searched for threedays, but didn’t findhim.
18They came back to himwhile he stayed

at Jericho; and he said to them, “Didn’t I tell
you, ‘Don’t go’?”

19 The men of the city said to Elisha, “Be-
hold, please, the situation of this city is
pleasant, as my lord sees; but the water is
bad, and the land is barren.”

20 He said, “Bring me a new jar, and put
salt in it.” Then they brought it to him.

21Hewent out to the spring of thewaters,
and threw salt into it, and said, “The LORD
says, ‘I have healed these waters. There
shall not be from there any more death or
barren wasteland.’ ”

22 So the waters were healed to this day,
according to Elisha’s word which he spoke.

23Hewent up from there to Bethel. As he
was going up by theway, some youths came
out of the city and mocked him, and said to
him, “Go up, you baldy! Go up, you baldy!”

24 He looked behind him and saw them,
and cursed them in the LORD’s name. Then
two female bears came out of the woods
andmauled forty-two of those youths.

25He went from there to Mount Carmel,
and from there he returned to Samaria.

3
1 Now Jehoram the son of Ahab began

to reign over Israel in Samaria in the eigh-
teenth year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah,
and reigned twelve years.

2Hedid thatwhichwas evil in the LORD’s
sight, but not like his father and like his
mother, for he put away the pillar of Baal
that his father hadmade.

3 Nevertheless he held to the sins of Jer-
oboam the son of Nebat, with which he
made Israel to sin. He didn’t depart from
them.

4 Now Mesha king of Moab was a sheep
breeder; and he supplied the king of Israel
with one hundred thousand lambs and the
wool of one hundred thousand rams.

5 But when Ahab was dead, the king of
Moab rebelled against the king of Israel.

6 King Jehoram went out of Samaria at
that time, andmustered all Israel.

7 He went and sent to Jehoshaphat the
kingof Judah, saying, “ThekingofMoabhas
rebelled against me. Will you go with me
against Moab to battle?”
He said, “I will go up. I am as you are, my

people as your people, my horses as your
horses.”

8 Then he said, “Which way shall we go
up?”
Jehoram answered, “The way of the

wilderness of Edom.”
9 So the king of Israel went with the king

of Judah and the king of Edom, and they
marched for seven days along a circuitous
route. There was no water for the army or
for the animals that followed them.

10 The king of Israel said, “Alas! For the
LORD has called these three kings together
to deliver them into the hand of Moab.”
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11 But Jehoshaphat said, “Isn’t there a
prophet of the LORD here, that we may
enquire of the LORD by him?”
One of the king of Israel’s servants an-

swered, “Elisha the son of Shaphat, who
poured water on the hands of Elijah, is
here.”

12 Jehoshaphat said, “The LORD’s word
is with him.” So the king of Israel and Je-
hoshaphatand thekingofEdomwentdown
to him.

13 Elisha said to the king of Israel, “What
have I to do with you? Go to the prophets
of your father, and to the prophets of your
mother.”
The king of Israel said to him, “No, for the

LORD has called these three kings together
to deliver them into the hand of Moab.”

14 Elisha said, “As the LORD of Armies
lives, before whom I stand, surely, were
it not that I respect the presence of Je-
hoshaphat the king of Judah, I would not
look towards you, nor see you.

15 But now bring me a musician.” When
themusicianplayed, the LORD’s hand came
on him.

16 He said, “The LORD says, ‘Make this
valley full of trenches.’

17 For the LORD says, ‘You will not see
wind, neither will you see rain, yet that
valleywill be filledwithwater, and youwill
drink, bothyouandyour livestockandyour
other animals.

18This is aneasy thing in theLORD’s sight.
He will also deliver the Moabites into your
hand.

19You shall strike every fortified city and
every choice city, and shall fell every good
tree, and stop all springs of water, and mar
every good piece of land with stones.’ ”

20 In the morning, about the time of of-
fering the sacrifice, behold, water came by
theway of Edom, and the countrywas filled
with water.

21Now when all the Moabites heard that
the kings had comeup tofight against them,
they gathered themselves together, all who
were able to put on armour, young and old,
and stood on the border.

22 They rose up early in the morning,
and the sun shone on the water, and the
Moabites saw the water opposite them as
red as blood.

23 They said, “This is blood. The kings
are surely destroyed, and they have struck
each other. Now therefore, Moab, to the
plunder!”

24 When they came to the camp of Is-
rael, the Israelites rose up and struck the
Moabites, so that theyfledbefore them; and
they went forward into the land attacking
theMoabites.

25 They beat down the cities; and on ev-
ery good piece of land each man cast his
stone, and filled it. They also stopped all the
springs of water and cut down all the good
trees, until in Kir Hareseth all they left was
its stones; however the men armed with
slings went around it and attacked it.

26 When the king of Moab saw that the
battle was too severe for him, he took with
himsevenhundredmenwhodrewasword,
to break through to the king of Edom; but
they could not.

27Then he took his oldest son who would
have reigned in his place, and offered him
for a burnt offering on the wall. There
was great wrath against Israel; and they
departed from him, and returned to their
own land.

4
1Nowacertainwomanof thewives of the

sons of the prophets cried out to Elisha, say-
ing, “Your servantmy husband is dead. You
know that your servant feared the LORD.
Now the creditor has come to take for him-
self my two children to be slaves.”

2 Elisha said to her, “What should I do
for you? Tell me, what do you have in the
house?”
She said, “Your servant has nothing in the

house, except a pot of oil.”
3 Then he said, “Go, borrow empty con-

tainers from all your neighbours. Don’t
borrow just a few containers.

4 Go in and shut the door on you and
on your sons, and pour oil into all those
containers; and set aside those which are
full.”

5So shewent fromhim, and shut the door
on herself and on her sons. They brought
the containers to her, and she poured oil.

6When the containers were full, she said
to her son, “Bringme another container.”
He said to her, “There isn’t another con-

tainer.” Then the oil stopped flowing.
7Then she came and told theman of God.

He said, “Go, sell the oil, and pay your debt;
and you and your sons live on the rest.”

8One day Elisha went to Shunem, where
there was a prominent woman; and she
persuaded him to eat bread. So it was, that
as often as he passed by, he turned in there
to eat bread.

9 She said to her husband, “See now, I
perceive that this is a holy man of God who
passes by us continually.

10 Please, let’s make a little room on the
roof. Let’s set a bed, a table, a chair, and a
lamp stand for him there. When he comes
to us, he can stay there.”

11One day he came there, and he went to
the room and lay there.
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12He said to Gehazi his servant, “Call this
Shunammite.” When he had called her, she
stood before him.

13Hesaid tohim, “Saynow toher, ‘Behold,
you have cared for us with all this care.
What is to be done for you? Would you like
tobe spoken for to theking, or to the captain
of the army?’ ”
She answered, “I dwell amongst my own

people.”
14 He said, “What then is to be done for

her?”
Gehazi answered, “Most certainly shehas

no son, and her husband is old.”
15He said, “Call her.” When he had called

her, she stood in the door.
16He said, “At this season next year, you

will embrace a son.”
She said, “No,my lord, youmanofGod, do

not lie to your servant.”
17 The woman conceived, and bore a son

at that season when the time came around,
as Elisha had said to her.

18When the child was grown, one day he
went out to his father to the reapers.

19 He said to his father, “My head! My
head!”
He said to his servant, “Carry him to his

mother.”
20 When he had taken him and brought

him to his mother, he sat on her knees until
noon, and then died.

21 She went up and laid him on the man
of God’s bed, and shut the door on him, and
went out.

22 She called to her husband and said,
“Please send me one of the servants, and
one of the donkeys, that I may run to the
man of God and come again.”

23 He said, “Why would you want to go
to him today? It is not a new moon or a
Sabbath.”
She said, “It’s all right.”
24Then she saddled a donkey, and said to

her servant, “Drive, and go forward! Don’t
slow down for me, unless I ask you to.”

25 So she went, and came to the man of
God to Mount Carmel. When the man of
God saw her afar off, he said to Gehazi his
servant, “Behold, there is the Shunammite.

26 Please run now to meet her, and ask
her, ‘Is it well with you? Is it well with your
husband? Is it well with your child?’ ”
She answered, “It is well.”
27 When she came to the man of God to

the hill, she caught hold of his feet. Gehazi
came near to thrust her away; but the man
of God said, “Leave her alone, for her soul
is troubled within her; and the LORD has
hidden it fromme, and has not told me.”

28 Then she said, “Did I ask you for a son,
my lord? Didn’t I say, ‘Do not deceive me’?”

29 Then he said to Gehazi, “Tuck your
cloak into your belt, take my staff in your
hand, and go your way. If you meet any
man, don’t greet him; and if anyone greets
you, don’t answer him again. Then lay my
staff on the child’s face.”

30 The child’s mother said, “As the LORD
lives, and as your soul lives, I will not leave
you.”
So he arose, and followed her.
31 Gehazi went ahead of them, and laid

the staff on the child’s face; but there was
no voice and no hearing. Therefore he
returned to meet him, and told him, “The
child has not awakened.”

32When Elisha had come into the house,
behold, the childwas dead, and lying on his
bed.

33Hewent in therefore, and shut the door
on them both, and prayed to the LORD.

34 He went up and lay on the child, and
put his mouth on his mouth, and his eyes
on his eyes, and his hands on his hands. He
stretched himself on him; and the child’s
flesh grewwarm.

35 Then he returned, and walked in the
house once back and forth, then went up
and stretched himself out on him. Then
the child sneezed seven times, and the child
opened his eyes.

36 He called Gehazi, and said, “Call this
Shunammite!” So he called her.
When she had come in to him, he said,

“Take up your son.”
37 Then she went in, fell at his feet, and

bowed herself to the ground; then she
picked up her son, and went out.

38Elisha came again to Gilgal. There was
a famine in the land; and the sons of the
prophets were sitting before him; and he
said to his servant, “Get the large pot, and
boil stew for the sons of the prophets.”

39 One went out into the field to gather
herbs, and found a wild vine, and gathered
a lap full of wild gourds from it, and came
and cut them up into the pot of stew; for
they didn’t recognise them.

40 So they poured out for the men to eat.
As they were eating some of the stew, they
cried out and said, “Man of God, there is
death in the pot!” And they could not eat it.

41 But he said, “Then bring meal.” He
threw it into the pot; and he said, “Serve it
to the people, that theymay eat.” And there
was nothing harmful in the pot.

42A man from Baal Shalishah came, and
brought the man of God some bread of the
first fruits: twenty loaves of barley and
fresh ears of grain in his sack. Elisha said,
“Give to the people, that theymay eat.”

43 His servant said, “What, should I set
this before a hundredmen?”
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But he said, “Give it to the people, that
they may eat; for the LORD says, ‘They will
eat, and will have some left over.’ ”

44 So he set it before them and they ate
and had some left over, according to the
LORD’s word.

5
1 Now Naaman, captain of the army of

the king of Syria, was a great man with his
master, and honourable, because by him
the LORDhad given victory to Syria; hewas
also a mighty man of valour, but he was a
leper.

2 The Syrians had gone out in bands, and
had brought away captive out of the land
of Israel a little girl, and she waited on
Naaman’s wife.

3 She said to her mistress, “I wish that
my lord were with the prophet who is in
Samaria! Then he would heal him of his
leprosy.”

4 Someone went in and told his lord, say-
ing, “The girl who is from the land of Israel
said this.”

5 The king of Syria said, “Go now, and I
will send a letter to the king of Israel.”
He departed, and took with him ten tal-

ents† of silver, six thousand pieces of gold,
and ten changes of clothing.

6 He brought the letter to the king of Is-
rael, saying, “Nowwhen this letterhascome
to you, behold, I have sent Naaman my
servant to you, that youmay heal him of his
leprosy.”

7 When the king of Israel had read the
letter, he tore his clothes and said, “Am I
God, to kill and tomake alive, that this man
sends to me to heal a man of his leprosy?
But please consider and see how he seeks a
quarrel against me.”

8 It was so, when Elisha the man of God
heard that the king of Israel had torn his
clothes, that he sent to the king, saying,
“Why have you torn your clothes? Let him
come now to me, and he shall know that
there is a prophet in Israel.”

9 So Naaman came with his horses and
with his chariots, and stood at the door of
the house of Elisha.

10Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying,
“Go and wash in the Jordan seven times,
and your flesh shall come again to you, and
you shall be clean.”

11ButNaamanwas angry, andwent away
and said, “Behold, I thought, ‘He will surely
come out to me, and stand, and call on the
name of the LORD his God, and wave his
hand over the place, and heal the leper.’

12Aren’t Abanah and Pharpar, the rivers
of Damascus, better than all the waters of
Israel? Couldn’t I wash in them and be
clean?” So he turned and went away in a
rage.

13 His servants came near and spoke to
him, and said, “My father, if the prophet
had asked you do some great thing,
wouldn’t you have done it? How much
rather then, when he says to you, ‘Wash,
and be clean’?”

14Thenwenthedownanddippedhimself
seven times in the Jordan, according to the
saying of the man of God; and his flesh was
restored like thefleshof a little child, andhe
was clean.

15 He returned to the man of God, he
and all his company, and came, and stood
before him; and he said, “See now, I know
that there is no God in all the earth, but
in Israel. Now therefore, please take a gift
from your servant.”

16 But he said, “As the LORD lives, before
whom I stand, I will receive none.”
He urged him to take it; but he refused.
17 Naaman said, “If not, then, please let

two mules’ load of earth be given to your
servant; for your servant will from now on
offer neither burnt offering nor sacrifice to
other gods, but to the LORD.

18 In this thing may the LORD pardon
your servant: when my master goes into
the house of Rimmon toworship there, and
he leans on my hand, and I bow myself in
the house of Rimmon. When I bow myself
in the house of Rimmon, may the LORD
pardon your servant in this thing.”

19He said to him, “Go in peace.”
So he departed from him a little way.
20 But Gehazi the servant of Elisha the

man of God, said, “Behold, my master has
spared this Naaman the Syrian, in not re-
ceiving at his hands that which he brought.
As the LORD lives, I will run after him, and
take something from him.”

21 So Gehazi followed after Naaman.
When Naaman saw one running after him,
he came down from the chariot to meet
him, and said, “Is all well?”

22He said, “All iswell. Mymaster has sent
me, saying, ‘Behold, even now two young
men of the sons of the prophets have come
to me from the hill country of Ephraim.
Please give them a talent‡ of silver and two
changes of clothing.’ ”

23 Naaman said, “Be pleased to take two
talents.” He urged him, and bound two tal-
ents of silver in two bags, with two changes
of clothing, and laid them on two of his ser-
vants; and they carried them before him.

† 5:5: A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds ‡ 5:22: A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds
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24When he came to the hill, he took them
from their hand, and stored them in the
house. Then he let the men go, and they
departed.

25 But he went in, and stood before his
master. Elisha said to him, “Where did you
come from, Gehazi?”
He said, “Your servant went nowhere.”
26Hesaid tohim, “Didn’tmyheart gowith

you when the man turned from his chariot
to meet you? Is it a time to receive money,
and to receive garments, and olive groves
and vineyards, and sheep and cattle, and
male servants and female servants?

27 Therefore the leprosy of Naaman will
cling to you and to your offspring§ forever.”
Hewent out from his presence a leper, as

white as snow.

6
1 The sons of the prophets said to Elisha,

“See now, the placewherewe live andmeet
with you is too small for us.

2 Please let us go to the Jordan, and each
man take a beam from there, and let’smake
us a place there, where wemay live.”
He answered, “Go!”
3 One said, “Please be pleased to go with

your servants.”
He answered, “I will go.”
4 So he went with them. When they came

to the Jordan, they cut downwood.
5 But as one was cutting down a tree, the

axe head fell into the water. Then he cried
out and said, “Alas, my master! For it was
borrowed.”

6 The man of God asked, “Where did it
fall?” He showed him the place. He cut
down a stick, threw it in there, and made
the iron float.

7He said, “Take it.” So he put out his hand
and took it.

8Now the king of Syriawas atwar against
Israel; and he took counsel with his ser-
vants, saying, “My campwill be in such and
such a place.”

9ThemanofGod sent to the king of Israel,
saying, “Beware that younotpass thisplace,
for the Syrians are coming down there.”

10 The king of Israel sent to the place
which theman of God told him andwarned
himof; andhe savedhimself there, not once
or twice.

11The king of Syria’s heart was very trou-
bled about this. He called his servants, and
said to them, “Won’t you showmewhich of
us is for the king of Israel?”

12One of his servants said, “No, my lord,
O king; but Elisha, the prophet who is in

Israel, tells the king of Israel the words that
you speak in your bedroom.”

13He said, “Go and see where he is, that I
may send and get him.”
Hewas told, “Behold, he is in Dothan.”
14Therefore he sent horses, chariots, and

a great army there. They came by night and
surrounded the city.

15 When the servant of the man of God
had risen early and gone out, behold, an
army with horses and chariots was around
the city. His servant said to him, “Alas, my
master! What shall we do?”

16 He answered, “Don’t be afraid, for
those who are with us are more than those
who are with them.”

17 Elisha prayed, and said, “LORD, please
open his eyes, that he may see.” the LORD
opened the young man’s eyes, and he saw;
andbehold, themountainwas full of horses
and chariots of fire around Elisha.

18 When they came down to him, Elisha
prayed to the LORD, and said, “Please strike
this people with blindness.”
He struck themwith blindness according

to Elisha’s word.
19Elisha said to them, “This is not theway,

neither is this the city. Followme, and I will
bring you to the man whom you seek.” He
led them to Samaria.

20When they had come into Samaria, El-
isha said, “LORD, open these men’s eyes,
that theymay see.”
The LORD opened their eyes, and they

saw; and behold, theywere in themiddle of
Samaria.

21 The king of Israel said to Elisha, when
he saw them, “My father, shall I strike
them? Shall I strike them?”

22 He answered, “You shall not strike
them. Would you strike those whom you
have taken captive with your sword and
with your bow? Set bread andwater before
them, that they may eat and drink, then go
to their master.”

23 He prepared a great feast for them.
After theyateanddrank, he sent themaway
and they went to their master. So the bands
of Syria stopped raiding the land of Israel.

24After this, Benhadad king of Syria gath-
ered all his army, andwent up andbesieged
Samaria.

25 There was a great famine in Samaria.
Behold, they besieged it until a donkey’s
head was sold for eighty pieces of silver,
and the fourth part of a kab† of dove’s dung
for five pieces of silver.

26 As the king of Israel was passing by
on the wall, a woman cried to him, saying,
“Help, my lord, O king!”

§ 5:27: or, seed † 6:25: A kabwas about 2 litres, so a fourth of a kab would be about 500milliliters or about a pint
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27He said, “If the LORD doesn’t help you,
where could I get help for you? From the
threshing floor, or from the wine press?”

28Then the king asked her, “What is your
problem?”
She answered, “This woman said to me,

‘Give your son, that we may eat him today,
and wewill eat my son tomorrow.’

29 So we boiled my son and ate him; and
I said to her on the next day, ‘Give up your
son, that we may eat him;’ and she has
hidden her son.”

30 When the king heard the words of
the woman, he tore his clothes. Now he
was passing by on the wall, and the people
looked, and behold, he had sackcloth un-
derneath on his body.

31 Then he said, “God do so to me, and
more also, if the head of Elisha the son of
Shaphat stays on him today.”

32But Elisha was sitting in his house, and
the elders were sitting with him. Then
the king sent a man from before him; but
before the messenger came to him, he said
to the elders, “Do you see how this son of a
murderer has sent to take away my head?
Behold, when the messenger comes, shut
the door, and hold the door shut against
him. Isn’t the sound of his master’s feet
behind him?”

33 While he was still talking with them,
behold, the messenger came down to him.
Then he said, “Behold, this evil is from the
LORD. Why should I wait for the LORD any
longer?”

7
1Elisha said, “Hear the LORD’s word. The

LORD says, ‘Tomorrow about this time a
seah† of fine flour will be sold for a shekel,‡
and two seahs of barley for a shekel, in the
gate of Samaria.’ ”

2 Then the captain on whose hand the
king leaned answered the man of God, and
said, “Behold, if theLORDmadewindows in
heaven, could this thing be?”
He said, “Behold, youwill see it with your

eyes, but will not eat of it.”
3 Now there were four leprous men at

the entrance of the gate. They said to one
another, “Why dowe sit here until we die?

4 If we say, ‘We will enter into the city,’
then the famine is in the city, andwewill die
there. If we sit still here, we also die. Now
therefore come, and let’s surrender to the
armyof theSyrians. If they saveusalive,we
will live; and if theykill us,wewill onlydie.”

5 They rose up in the twilight to go to the
camp of the Syrians. When they had come
to the outermost part of the camp of the
Syrians, behold, nomanwas there.

6For the Lord§ hadmade the army of the
Syrians to hear the sound of chariots and
the sound of horses, even the noise of a
great army; and they said to one another,
“Behold, the king of Israel has hired against
us the kings of the Hittites and the kings of
the Egyptians to attack us.”

7 Therefore they arose and fled in the
twilight, and left their tents, their horses,
and their donkeys, even the camp as it was,
and fled for their life.

8 When these lepers came to the outer-
most part of the camp, they went into one
tent, and ate and drank, then carried away
silver, gold, and clothing and went and hid
it. Then they came back, and entered into
another tent and carried things from there
also, and went and hid them.

9 Then they said to one another, “We
aren’t doing right. Today is a day of good
news, and we keep silent. If we wait until
the morning light, punishment will over-
take us. Now therefore come, let’s go and
tell the king’s household.”

10So they came and called to the city gate-
keepers; and they told them, “We came to
the camp of the Syrians, and, behold, there
was no man there, not even a man’s voice,
but the horses tied, and the donkeys tied,
and the tents as they were.”

11 Then the gatekeepers called out and
told it to the king’s household within.

12The king arose in the night, and said to
his servants, “I will now show youwhat the
Syrians have done to us. They know thatwe
are hungry. Therefore they have gone out
of the camp to hide themselves in the field,
saying, ‘When they come out of the city, we
shall take themalive, and get into the city.’ ”

13 One of his servants answered, “Please
let some people take five of the horses that
remain, which are left in the city. Behold,
they are like all the multitude of Israel who
are left in it. Behold, they are like all the
multitudeof Israelwhoareconsumed. Let’s
send and see.”

14 Therefore they took two chariots with
horses; and the king sent them out to the
Syrian army, saying, “Go and see.”

15Theywentafter themto the Jordan; and
behold, all the path was full of garments
and equipment which the Syrians had cast
away in their haste. The messengers re-
turned and told the king.

† 7:1: 1 seah is about 7 litres or 1.9 gallons or 0.8 pecks ‡ 7:1: A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. In this

context, it was probably a silver coin weighing that much. § 7:6: The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” † 7:16:
1 seah is about 7 litres or 1.9 gallons or 0.8 pecks
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16The peoplewent out and plundered the
camp of the Syrians. So a seah† of fine flour
was sold for a shekel, and two measures
of barley for a shekel,‡ according to the
LORD’s word.

17 The king had appointed the captain on
whose handhe leaned to be in charge of the
gate; and the people trampled over him in
the gate, and he died as theman of God had
said, who spoke when the king came down
to him.

18 It happened as the man of God had
spoken to the king, saying, “Two seahs§ of
barley for a shekel,† and a seah of fine flour
for a shekel, shall be tomorrow about this
time in the gate of Samaria;”

19 and that captain answered the man of
God, and said, “Now, behold, if the LORD
made windows in heaven, might such a
thingbe?” andhe said, “Behold, youwill see
it with your eyes, but will not eat of it.”

20 It happened like that to him, for the
people trampled over him in the gate, and
he died.

8
1 Now Elisha had spoken to the woman

whose son he had restored to life, saying,
“Arise, andgo, youandyourhousehold, and
stay for a while wherever you can; for the
LORD has called for a famine. It will also
come on the land for seven years.”

2 The woman arose, and did according
to the man of God’s word. She went with
her household, and lived in the land of the
Philistines for seven years.

3 At the end of seven years, the woman
returned from the land of the Philistines.
Then she went out to beg the king for her
house and for her land.

4 Now the king was talking with Gehazi
the servant of the man of God, saying,
“Please tell me all the great things that El-
isha has done.”

5 As he was telling the king how he had
restored to life him who was dead, behold,
the woman whose son he had restored to
life begged the king for her house and for
her land. Gehazi said, “My lord, O king, this
is the woman, and this is her son, whom
Elisha restored to life.”

6 When the king asked the woman, she
told him. So the king appointed to her a
certain officer, saying, “Restore all that was
hers, and all the fruits of the field since the
day that she left the land, even until now.”

7 Elisha came to Damascus; and Ben-
hadad the king of Syria was sick. He was
told, “Theman of God has come here.”

8The king said to Hazael, “Take a present
in your hand, and go meet the man of God,
and enquire of the LORD by him, saying,
‘Will I recover from this sickness?’ ”

9 So Hazael went to meet him and took
a present with him, even of every good
thing of Damascus, forty camels’ burden,
and came and stood before him and said,
“Your son Benhadad king of Syria has sent
me to you, saying, ‘Will I recover from this
sickness?’ ”

10 Elisha said to him, “Go, tell him, ‘You
will surely recover;’ however the LORD has
shownme that he will surely die.”

11He settled his gaze steadfastly on him,
until hewas ashamed. Then themanofGod
wept.

12 Hazael said, “Why do you weep, my
lord?”
He answered, “Because I know the evil

that youwill do to the childrenof Israel. You
will set their strongholds on fire, and you
will kill their young men with the sword,
and will dash their little ones in pieces, and
rip up their pregnant women.”

13Hazael said, “But what is your servant,
who is but a dog, that he could do this great
thing?”
Elisha answered, “The LORD has shown

me that you will be king over Syria.”
14 Then he departed from Elisha, and

came to his master, who said to him, “What
did Elisha say to you?”
Heanswered, “He toldme that youwould

surely recover.”
15 On the next day, he took a thick cloth,

dipped it in water, and spread it on the
king’s face, so that he died. Then Hazael
reigned in his place.

16 In the fifth year of Joram the son
of Ahab king of Israel, Jehoshaphat being
king of Judah then, Jehoram the son of Je-
hoshaphat king of Judah began to reign.

17 He was thirty-two years old when he
began to reign. He reigned eight years in
Jerusalem.

18 He walked in the way of the kings of
Israel, as did Ahab’s house, for he married
Ahab’s daughter. Hedid thatwhichwas evil
in the LORD’s sight.

19However, the LORD would not destroy
Judah, for David his servant’s sake, as he
promised him to give to him a lamp for his
children always.

‡ 7:16: Ashekel is about 10 gramsor about 0.35 ounces. In this context, itwas probably a silver coinweighing thatmuch.
§ 7:18: 1 seah is about 7 litres or 1.9 gallons or 0.8 pecks † 7:18: A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. In
this context, it was probably a silver coin weighing that much.
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20 In his days Edom revolted from under
the hand of Judah, and made a king over
themselves.

21 Then Joram crossed over to Zair, and
all his chariots with him; and he rose up
by night and struck the Edomites who sur-
rounded him with the captains of the char-
iots; and the people fled to their tents.

22So Edom revolted fromunder the hand
of Judah to this day. Then Libnah revolted
at the same time.

23The rest of theacts of Joram, andall that
he did, aren’t theywritten in the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Judah?

24 Joram slept with his fathers, and was
buried with his fathers in David’s city; and
Ahaziah his son reigned in his place.

25 In the twelfth year of Joram the son
of Ahab king of Israel, Ahaziah the son of
Jehoram king of Judah began to reign.

26 Ahaziah was twenty-two years old
when he began to reign; and he reigned
one year in Jerusalem. His mother’s name
was Athaliah the daughter of Omri king of
Israel.

27He walked in the way of Ahab’s house
and did that which was evil in the LORD’s
sight, as did Ahab’s house, for he was the
son-in-law of Ahab’s house.

28He went with Joram the son of Ahab to
war against Hazael king of Syria at Ramoth
Gilead, and the Syrians wounded Joram.

29 King Joram returned to be healed in
Jezreel from the wounds which the Syrians
had given him at Ramah, when he fought
against Hazael king of Syria. Ahaziah the
son of Jehoram, king of Judah, went down
to see Joram the son of Ahab in Jezreel,
because he was sick.

9
1Elisha the prophet called one of the sons

of the prophets, and said to him, “Put your
belt on your waist, take this vial of oil in
your hand, and go to Ramoth Gilead.

2When you come there, find Jehu the son
of Jehoshaphat the son of Nimshi, and go
in and make him rise up from amongst his
brothers, and take him to an inner room.

3 Then take the vial of oil, and pour it on
his head, and say, ‘The LORD says, “I have
anointed you king over Israel.” ’ Then open
the door, flee, and don’t wait.”

4 So the young man, the young prophet,
went to Ramoth Gilead.

5When he came, behold, the captains of
the armywere sitting. Then he said, “I have
amessage for you, captain.”
Jehu said, “To which one of us?”
He said, “To you, O captain.”

6He arose, andwent into the house. Then
he poured the oil on his head, and said to
him, “The LORD, the God of Israel, says, ‘I
have anointed you king over the people of
the LORD, even over Israel.

7 You must strike your master Ahab’s
house, that I may avenge the blood of my
servants the prophets, and the blood of all
the servants of the LORD, at the hand of
Jezebel.

8For thewhole house of Ahabwill perish.
I will cut off from Ahab everyone who uri-
nates against a wall,† both him who is shut
up and himwho is left at large in Israel.

9 I will make Ahab’s house like the house
of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like the
house of Baasha the son of Ahijah.

10 The dogs will eat Jezebel on the plot of
ground of Jezreel, and there shall be no one
to bury her.’ ” Then he opened the door and
fled.

11When Jehu came out to the servants of
his lord and one said to him, “Is all well?
Why did this madman come to you?”
He said to them, “You know the man and

how he talks.”
12They said, “That is a lie. Tell us now.”
He said, “He said to me, ‘The LORD says, I

have anointed you king over Israel.’ ”
13 Then they hurried, and each man took

his cloak, and put it under him on the top
of the stairs, and blew the trumpet, saying,
“Jehu is king.”

14 So Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat the son
of Nimshi conspired against Joram. (Now
Joram was defending Ramoth Gilead, he
and all Israel, because of Hazael king of
Syria;

15 but King Joram had returned to be
healed in Jezreel of the wounds which the
Syrians had given himwhenhe foughtwith
Hazael king of Syria.) Jehu said, “If this is
your thinking, then let nooneescapeandgo
out of the city to go to tell it in Jezreel.”

16 So Jehu rode in a chariot and went to
Jezreel, for Joram lay there. Ahaziah king
of Judah had come down to see Joram.

17 Now the watchman was standing on
the tower in Jezreel, and he spied the com-
pany of Jehu as he came, and said, “I see a
company.”
Joram said, “Take a horseman, and send

tomeet them, and let him say, ‘Is it peace?’ ”
18So onewent on horseback tomeet him,

and said, “the king says, ‘Is it peace?’ ”
Jehu said, “What do you have to do with

peace? Fall in behindme!”
The watchman said, “The messenger

came to them, but he isn’t coming back.”
† 9:8: or, male
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19 Then he sent out a second on horse-
back, who came to themand said, “The king
says, ‘Is it peace?’ ”
Jehu answered, “What do you have to do

with peace? Fall in behindme!”
20The watchman said, “He came to them,

and isn’t coming back. The driving is like
the driving of Jehu the son of Nimshi, for he
drives furiously.”

21 Joram said, “Get ready!”
They got his chariot ready. Then Joram

king of Israel and Ahaziah king of Judah
went out, each in his chariot; and theywent
out to meet Jehu, and found him on Naboth
the Jezreelite’s land.

22 When Joram saw Jehu, he said, “Is it
peace, Jehu?”
He answered, “What peace, so long as the

prostitution of yourmother Jezebel andher
witchcraft abound?”

23 Joram turned his hands and fled, and
said to Ahaziah, “This is treason, Ahaziah!”

24 Jehu drew his bow with his full
strength, and struck Joram between his
arms; and the arrow went out at his heart,
and he sunk down in his chariot.

25 Then Jehu said to Bidkar his captain,
“Pick him up, and throw him in the plot
of the field of Naboth the Jezreelite; for re-
memberhow,whenyouand I rode together
after Ahab his father, the LORD laid this
burden on him:

26 ‘Surely I have seen yesterday the blood
of Naboth, and the blood of his sons,’ says
the LORD; ‘and I will repay you in this plot
of ground,’ says the LORD. Now therefore
take and cast him onto the plot of ground,
according to the LORD’s word.”

27 But when Ahaziah the king of Judah
saw this, he fled by the way of the garden
house. Jehu followed after him, and said,
“Strikehimalso in the chariot!” They struck
himat the ascent of Gur,which is by Ibleam.
He fled to Megiddo, and died there.

28His servants carried him in a chariot to
Jerusalem, and buried him in his tombwith
his fathers in David’s city.

29 In the eleventh year of Joram the son of
Ahab, Ahaziah began to reign over Judah.

30When Jehuhad come to Jezreel, Jezebel
heard of it; and she painted her eyes, and
adorned her head, and looked out at the
window.

31As Jehu entered in at the gate, she said,
“Do you come in peace, Zimri, you mur-
derer of yourmaster?”

32He lifted up his face to thewindow, and
said, “Who is onmy side? Who?”
Two or three eunuchs looked out at him.
33He said, “Throw her down!”

So they threw her down; and some of her
bloodwas sprinkled on thewall, and on the
horses. Then he trampled her under foot.

34 When he had come in, he ate and
drank. Thenhe said, “Seenowto this cursed
woman, and bury her; for she is a king’s
daughter.”

35 They went to bury her, but they found
no more of her than the skull, the feet, and
the palms of her hands.

36 Therefore they came back, and told
him.
He said, “This is the LORD’s word, which

he spoke by his servant Elijah the Tishbite,
saying, ‘Thedogswill eat theflesh of Jezebel
on the plot of Jezreel,

37 and the body of Jezebel will be as dung
on the surface of the field on Jezreel’s land,
so that they won’t say, “This is Jezebel.” ’ ”

10
1NowAhab had seventy sons in Samaria.

Jehu wrote letters and sent them to
Samaria, to the rulers of Jezreel, even the
elders, and to those who brought up Ahab’s
sons, saying,

2 “Nowas soon as this letter comes to you,
since your master’s sons are with you, and
you have chariots and horses, a fortified
city also, and armour,

3 select the best and fittest of your mas-
ter’s sons, set him on his father’s throne,
and fight for yourmaster’s house.”

4 But they were exceedingly afraid, and
said, “Behold, the two kings didn’t stand
before him! How then shall we stand?”

5Hewhowas over the household, and he
who was over the city, the elders also, and
those who raised the children, sent to Jehu,
saying, “We are your servants, and will do
all that you ask us. We will not make any
manking. Youdo thatwhich is good in your
eyes.”

6 Then he wrote a letter the second time
to them, saying, “If you are on my side, and
if youwill listen tomy voice, take the heads
of themenwho are yourmaster’s sons, and
come to me to Jezreel by tomorrow this
time.”
Now the king’s sons, being seventy per-

sons, were with the great men of the city,
who brought them up.

7When the letter came to them, they took
the king’s sons and killed them, even sev-
enty people, and put their heads in baskets,
and sent them to him to Jezreel.

8 A messenger came and told him, “They
have brought the heads of the king’s sons.”
He said, “Lay them in two heaps at the

entrance of the gate until the morning.”
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9 In the morning, he went out and stood,
and said to all the people, “You are righ-
teous. Behold, I conspired against my mas-
ter and killed him, but who killed all these?

10 Know now that nothing will fall to the
earth of the LORD’s word, which the LORD
spoke concerning Ahab’s house. For the
LORD has done that which he spoke by his
servant Elijah.”

11 So Jehu struck all that remained of
Ahab’s house in Jezreel, with all his great
men, his familiar friends, and his priests,
until he left him no one remaining.

12 He arose and departed, and went to
Samaria. As he was at the shearing house
of the shepherds on the way,

13 Jehu met with the brothers of Ahaziah
king of Judah, and said, “Who are you?”
They answered, “We are the brothers of

Ahaziah. We are going down to greet the
children of the king and the children of the
queen.”

14He said, “Take them alive!”
They took them alive, and killed them at

thepit of the shearinghouse, even forty-two
men. He didn’t leave any of them.

15When he had departed from there, he
met Jehonadab the son of Rechab coming to
meet him. He greeted him, and said to him,
“Is yourheart right, asmyheart iswithyour
heart?”
Jehonadab answered, “It is.”
“If it is, give me your hand.” He gave him

his hand; andhe tookhimup tohim into the
chariot.

16 He said, “Come with me, and see my
zeal for the LORD.” So they made him ride
in his chariot.

17 When he came to Samaria, he struck
all who remained to Ahab in Samaria, until
he had destroyed them, according to the
LORD’s word which he spoke to Elijah.

18 Jehu gathered all the people together,
and said to them, “Ahab served Baal a little,
but Jehu will serve himmuch.

19 Now therefore call to me all the
prophets ofBaal, all of hisworshippers, and
all of his priests. Let no one be absent, for
I have a great sacrifice to Baal. Whoever
is absent, he shall not live.” But Jehu
did deceptively, intending to destroy the
worshippers of Baal.

20 Jehu said, “Sanctify a solemn assembly
for Baal!”
So they proclaimed it.
21 Jehu sent through all Israel; and all the

worshippers ofBaal came, so that therewas
not a man left that didn’t come. They came
into thehouse of Baal; and thehouse of Baal
was filled from one end to another.

22He said to himwho kept the wardrobe,
“Bring out robes for all the worshippers of
Baal!”
So he brought robes out to them.
23 Jehu went with Jehonadab the son of

Rechab into the house of Baal. Then he said
to theworshippers of Baal, “Search, and see
that none of the servants of the LORD are
here with you, but only the worshippers of
Baal.”

24 So they went in to offer sacrifices and
burnt offerings. Now Jehu had appointed
for himself eighty men outside, and said,
“If any of the men whom I bring into your
hands escape, he who lets him go, his life
shall be for the life of him.”

25As soon as he had finished offering the
burnt offering, Jehu said to the guard and
to the captains, “Go in and kill them! Let
no one escape.” So they struck them with
the edge of the sword. The guard and the
captains threw the bodies out, and went to
the inner shrine of the house of Baal.

26 They brought out the pillars that were
in the house of Baal and burnt them.

27They broke down the pillar of Baal, and
broke down the house of Baal, and made it
a latrine, to this day.

28Thus Jehu destroyed Baal out of Israel.
29 However, Jehu didn’t depart from the

sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, with
which he made Israel to sin—the golden
calves that were in Bethel and that were in
Dan.

30 The LORD said to Jehu, “Because you
have done well in executing that which is
right in my eyes, and have done to Ahab’s
house according to all that was inmy heart,
your descendants shall sit on the throne of
Israel to the fourth generation.”

31 But Jehu took no heed to walk in the
law of the LORD, the God of Israel, with all
his heart. He didn’t depart from the sins of
Jeroboam,withwhichhemade Israel to sin.

32 In those days the LORD began to cut
away parts of Israel; and Hazael struck
them in all the borders of Israel

33 from the Jordan eastward, all the land
of Gilead, the Gadites, and the Reubenites,
and the Manassites, from Aroer, which is
by the valley of the Arnon, even Gilead and
Bashan.

34Now the rest of the acts of Jehu, and all
that he did, and all his might, aren’t they
written in the book of the chronicles of the
kings of Israel?

35 Jehu slept with his fathers; and they
buried him in Samaria. Jehoahaz his son
reigned in his place.

36 The time that Jehu reigned over Israel
in Samaria was twenty-eight years.
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11
1 Now when Athaliah the mother of

Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she
arose and destroyed all the royal offspring.

2 But Jehosheba, the daughter of King Jo-
ram, sister of Ahaziah, took Joash the son of
Ahaziah, and stole him away from amongst
the king’s sons who were slain, even him
and his nurse, and put them in the bed-
room; and they hid him from Athaliah, so
that he was not slain.

3 He was with her hidden in the LORD’s
house six yearswhileAthaliah reignedover
the land.

4 In the seventh year Jehoiada sent and
fetched the captains over hundreds of the
Carites and of the guard, and brought them
to him into the LORD’s house; and he made
acovenantwith them, andmadeacovenant
with them in theLORD’s house, and showed
them the king’s son.

5 He commanded them, saying, “This is
what youmust do: a third of you,who come
in on the Sabbath, shall be keepers of the
watch of the king’s house;

6a thirdofyoushallbeat thegateSur; and
a third of you at the gate behind the guard.
So you shall keep the watch of the house,
and be a barrier.

7The two companies of you, even all who
go out on the Sabbath, shall keep the watch
of the LORD’s house around the king.

8You shall surround the king, every man
with his weapons in his hand; and he who
comeswithin the ranks, let him be slain. Be
with the king when he goes out, and when
he comes in.”

9The captains over hundreds did accord-
ing to all that Jehoiada the priest com-
manded; and they each took his men, those
who were to come in on the Sabbath with
those who were to go out on the Sabbath,
and came to Jehoiada the priest.

10 The priest delivered to the captains
over hundreds the spears and shields that
had been King David’s, which were in the
LORD’s house.

11 The guard stood, every man with his
weapons in his hand, from the right side of
the house to the left side of the house, along
by the altar and the house, around the king.

12 Then he brought out the king’s son,
and put the crown on him, and gave him
the covenant; and they made him king
and anointed him; and they clapped their
hands, and said, “Long live the king!”

13When Athaliah heard the noise of the
guard and of the people, she came to the
people into the LORD’s house;

14 and she looked, and behold, the king
stood by the pillar, as the tradition was,
with the captains and the trumpets by the
king; and all the people of the land rejoiced,
and blew trumpets. Then Athaliah tore her
clothes and cried, “Treason! Treason!”

15 Jehoiada the priest commanded the
captains of hundreds who were set over
the army, and said to them, “Bring her out
between the ranks. Kill anyonewho follows
her with the sword.” For the priest said,
“Don’t let her be slain in the LORD’s house.”

16So they seized her; and shewent by the
way of the horses’ entry to the king’s house,
and she was slain there.

17 Jehoiadamade a covenant between the
LORDand theking and thepeople, that they
should be the LORD’s people; also between
the king and the people.

18 All the people of the land went to the
house of Baal, and broke it down. They
broke his altars and his images in pieces
thoroughly, and killed Mattan the priest of
Baal before the altars. The priest appointed
officers over the LORD’s house.

19 He took the captains over hundreds,
and the Carites, and the guard, and all the
people of the land; and they brought down
the king from the LORD’s house, and came
by the way of the gate of the guard to the
king’s house. He sat on the throne of the
kings.

20 So all the people of the land rejoiced,
and the city was quiet. They had slain
Athaliahwith the sword at the king’s house.

21 Jehoash was seven years old when he
began to reign.

12
1 Jehoash began to reign in the seventh

year of Jehu, and he reigned forty years in
Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Zibiah
of Beersheba.

2 Jehoash did that which was right in the
LORD’s eyes all his days in which Jehoiada
the priest instructed him.

3However, thehighplaceswerenot taken
away. The people still sacrificed and burnt
incense in the high places.

4 Jehoash said to the priests, “All the
money of the holy things that is brought
into the LORD’s house, in current money,
the money of the people for whom each
man is evaluated,* and all the money that
it comes into any man’s heart to bring into
the LORD’s house,

5 let the priests take it to them, each man
from his donor; and they shall repair the
damage to the house, wherever any dam-
age is found.”

* 12:4: Exodus 30:12
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6 But it was so, that in the twenty-third
year of King Jehoash the priests had not
repaired the damage to the house.

7 Then King Jehoash called for Jehoiada
the priest, and for the other priests, and
said to them, “Why aren’t you repairing the
damage to the house? Now therefore take
no more money from your treasurers, but
deliver it for repair of the damage to the
house.”

8 The priests consented that they should
take no more money from the people, and
not repair the damage to the house.

9But Jehoiada the priest took a chest and
bored a hole in its lid, and set it beside the
altar, on the right side as one comes into
the LORD’s house; and the priests who kept
the threshold put all the money that was
brought into the LORD’s house into it.

10 When they saw that there was much
money in the chest, the king’s scribe and the
high priest came up, and they put it in bags
and counted the money that was found in
the LORD’s house.

11They gave themoney thatwasweighed
out into the hands of those who did the
work, who had the oversight of the LORD’s
house; and theypaid it out to the carpenters
and thebuilderswhoworkedon theLORD’s
house,

12 and to the masons and the stone cut-
ters, and for buying timber and cut stone
to repair the damage to the LORD’s house,
and for all that was laid out for the house to
repair it.

13But therewerenotmade for theLORD’s
house cups of silver, snuffers, basins, trum-
pets, any vessels of gold or vessels of silver,
of the money that was brought into the
LORD’s house;

14 for they gave that to those who did the
work, and repaired the LORD’s house with
it.

15 Moreover they didn’t demand an ac-
counting from the men into whose hand
they delivered the money to give to those
who did the work; for they dealt faithfully.

16 The money for the trespass offerings
and themoney for the sin offerings was not
brought into the LORD’s house. It was the
priests’.

17Then Hazael king of Syria went up and
fought against Gath, and took it; andHazael
set his face to go up to Jerusalem.

18 Jehoash king of Judah took all the holy
things that Jehoshaphat and Jehoram and
Ahaziah, his fathers, kings of Judah, had
dedicated, and his own holy things, and all
the gold that was found in the treasures of
the LORD’s house, and of the king’s house,
and sent it to Hazael king of Syria; and he
went away from Jerusalem.

19Now the rest of the acts of Joash, and all
that he did, aren’t they written in the book
of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

20His servants arose andmade a conspir-
acy, and struck Joash at the house of Millo,
on the way that goes down to Silla.

21 For Jozacar the son of Shimeath, and
Jehozabad the son of Shomer, his servants,
struck him, and he died; and they buried
him with his fathers in David’s city; and
Amaziah his son reigned in his place.

13
1 In the twenty-third year of Joash the

son of Ahaziah, king of Judah, Jehoahaz the
son of Jehu began to reign over Israel in
Samaria for seventeen years.

2Hedid thatwhichwas evil in the LORD’s
sight, and followed the sins of Jeroboam the
son of Nebat, with which he made Israel to
sin. He didn’t depart from it.

3 The LORD’s anger burnt against Israel,
and he delivered them into the hand of
Hazael king of Syria, and into the hand of
Benhadad the son of Hazael, continually.

4 Jehoahaz begged the LORD, and the
LORD listened to him; for he saw the op-
pression of Israel, how the king of Syria
oppressed them.

5 (The LORD gave Israel a saviour, so that
they went out from under the hand of the
Syrians; and the children of Israel lived in
their tents as before.

6Nevertheless theydidn’t depart fromthe
sins of the house of Jeroboam, with which
he made Israel to sin, but walked in them;
and theAsherahalso remained inSamaria.)

7 For he didn’t leave to Jehoahaz of the
people any more than fifty horsemen, and
ten chariots, and ten thousand footmen; for
the king of Syria destroyed them and made
them like the dust in threshing.

8Now the rest of the acts of Jehoahaz, and
all that he did, and his might, aren’t they
written in the book of the chronicles of the
kings of Israel?

9 Jehoahaz sleptwithhis fathers; and they
buried him in Samaria; and Joash his son
reigned in his place.

10 In the thirty-seventh year of Joash king
of Judah, Jehoash the sonof Jehoahazbegan
to reign over Israel in Samaria for sixteen
years.

11 He did that which was evil in the
LORD’s sight. He didn’t depart from all the
sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, with
which he made Israel to sin; but he walked
in them.

12 Now the rest of the acts of Joash, and
all that he did, and his might with which
he fought against Amaziah king of Judah,
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aren’t theywritten in the book of the chron-
icles of the kings of Israel?

13 Joash slept with his fathers; and Jer-
oboam sat on his throne. Joash was buried
in Samaria with the kings of Israel.

14NowElishabecame sickwith the illness
of which he died; and Joash the king of
Israel came down to him, and wept over
him, and said, “My father, my father, the
chariots of Israel and its horsemen!”

15 Elisha said to him, “Take bow and ar-
rows;” and he took bow and arrows for
himself.

16He said to the king of Israel, “Put your
hand on the bow;” and he put his hand on
it. Elisha laid his hands on the king’s hands.

17He said, “Open the window eastward;”
and he opened it. Then Elisha said, “Shoot!”
and he shot. He said, “The LORD’s arrow
of victory, even the arrow of victory over
Syria; for you will strike the Syrians in
Aphek until you have consumed them.”

18He said, “Take the arrows;” and he took
them. He said to the king of Israel, “Strike
the ground;” and he struck three times, and
stopped.

19 The man of God was angry with him,
and said, “You shouldhave struckfive or six
times. Then you would have struck Syria
until youhad consumed it, but nowyouwill
strike Syria just three times.”

20Elisha died, and they buried him.
Now the bands of the Moabites invaded

the land at the coming in of the year.
21 As they were burying a man, behold,

they saw a band of raiders; and they threw
the man into Elisha’s tomb. As soon as
theman touchedElisha’s bones, he revived,
and stood up on his feet.

22HazaelkingofSyriaoppressed Israel all
the days of Jehoahaz.

23 But the LORD was gracious to them,
andhadcompassionon them, and favoured
them because of his covenant with Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, and would not de-
stroy them and he didn’t cast them fromhis
presence as yet.

24 Hazael king of Syria died; and Ben-
hadad his son reigned in his place.

25 Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz took again
out of the hand of Benhadad the son of Haz-
ael the cities which he had taken out of the
hand of Jehoahaz his father by war. Joash
struck him three times, and recovered the
cities of Israel.

14
1 In the second year of Joash, son of Joa-

haz, king of Israel, Amaziah the son of Joash
king of Judah began to reign.

2 He was twenty-five years old when he
began to reign; and he reigned twenty-nine
years in Jerusalem. His mother’s namewas
Jehoaddin of Jerusalem.

3 He did that which was right in the
LORD’s eyes, yet not like David his father.
He did according to all that Joash his father
had done.

4However the high placeswere not taken
away. The people still sacrificed and burnt
incense in the high places.

5As soon as the kingdomwas established
in his hand, he killed his servants who had
slain the king his father,

6 but the children of the murderers he
didn’t put to death, according to that which
iswritten in the book of the lawofMoses, as
the LORD commanded, saying, “The fathers
shall not be put to death for the children,
nor the children be put to death for the
fathers; but everyman shall die for his own
sin.”

7He killed ten thousand Edomites in the
Valley of Salt, and took Sela by war, and
called its name Joktheel, to this day.

8 Then Amaziah sent messengers to Je-
hoash, the son of Jehoahaz son of Jehu,
king of Israel, saying, “Come, let’s look one
another in the face.”

9 Jehoash the king of Israel sent to
Amaziah king of Judah, saying, “The thistle
that was in Lebanon sent to the cedar
that was in Lebanon, saying, ‘Give your
daughter to my son as wife.’ Then a wild
animal that was in Lebanon passed by, and
trampled down the thistle.

10Youhave indeed struckEdom, andyour
heart has lifted you up. Enjoy the glory of
it, and stay at home; for why should you
meddle to your harm, that you fall, even
you, and Judah with you?”

11 But Amaziah would not listen. So Je-
hoash king of Israel went up; and he and
Amaziah king of Judah looked one another
in the face at Beth Shemesh, which belongs
to Judah.

12 Judah was defeated by Israel; and each
man fled to his tent.

13 Jehoash king of Israel took Amaziah
king of Judah, the son of Jehoash the son
of Ahaziah, at Beth Shemesh and came to
Jerusalem, then broke down the wall of
Jerusalem from the gate of Ephraim to the
corner gate, four hundred cubits.†

14 He took all the gold and silver and all
the vessels that were found in the LORD’s
house and in the treasures of the king’s
house, the hostages also, and returned to
Samaria.

† 14:13: A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimetres.



2 Kings 14:15 332 2 Kings 15:18

15 Now the rest of the acts of Jehoash
which he did, and his might, and how he
fought with Amaziah king of Judah, aren’t
theywritten in the book of the chronicles of
the kings of Israel?

16 Jehoash slept with his fathers, and was
buried in Samaria with the kings of Israel;
and Jeroboam his son reigned in his place.

17Amaziah the son of Joash king of Judah
lived after the death of Jehoash son of Je-
hoahaz, king of Israel, fifteen years.

18 Now the rest of the acts of Amaziah,
aren’t theywritten in the book of the chron-
icles of the kings of Judah?

19Theymade a conspiracy against him in
Jerusalem, and he fled to Lachish; but they
sent after him to Lachish and killed him
there.

20 They brought him on horses, and he
was buried at Jerusalemwith his fathers in
David’s city.

21 All the people of Judah took Azariah,
who was sixteen years old, and made him
king in the place of his father Amaziah.

22He built Elath and restored it to Judah.
After that the king slept with his fathers.

23 In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the
son of Joash king of Judah, Jeroboam the
son of Joash king of Israel began to reign in
Samaria for forty-one years.

24 He did that which was evil in the
LORD’s sight. He didn’t depart from all the
sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, with
which hemade Israel to sin.

25 He restored the border of Israel from
the entrance of Hamath to the sea of the
Arabah, according to the LORD, the God of
Israel’sword,whichhe spokebyhis servant
Jonah the son of Amittai, the prophet, who
was from Gath Hepher.

26 For the LORD saw the affliction of Is-
rael, that it was very bitter for all, slave and
free; and there was no helper for Israel.

27The LORD didn’t say that he would blot
out the name of Israel from under the sky;
but he saved themby the hand of Jeroboam
the son of Joash.

28 Now the rest of the acts of Jeroboam,
and all that he did, and his might, how he
fought, and how he recovered Damascus,
and Hamath, which had belonged to Judah,
for Israel, aren’t they written in the book of
the chronicles of the kings of Israel?

29 Jeroboam slept with his fathers, even
with the kings of Israel; and Zechariah his
son reigned in his place.

15
1 In the twenty-seventh year of Jeroboam

king of Israel, Azariah son of Amaziah king
of Judah began to reign.

2Hewas sixteen years oldwhenhe began
to reign, and he reigned fifty-two years in
Jerusalem. His mother’s namewas Jecoliah
of Jerusalem.

3 He did that which was right in the
LORD’s eyes, according to all that his father
Amaziah had done.

4However, thehighplaceswerenot taken
away. The people still sacrificed and burnt
incense in the high places.

5TheLORD struck the king, so that hewas
a leper to the day of his death, and lived in a
separate house. Jotham, the king’s son, was
over the household, judging the people of
the land.

6Now the rest of the acts of Azariah, and
all that he did, aren’t they written in the
bookof the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

7Azariah slept with his fathers; and they
buried him with his fathers in David’s city;
and Jotham his son reigned in his place.

8 In the thirty-eighth year of Azariah king
of Judah, Zechariah the son of Jeroboam
reigned over Israel in Samaria six months.

9Hedid thatwhichwas evil in the LORD’s
sight, as his fathers had done. He didn’t
depart from the sins of Jeroboam the son of
Nebat, with which hemade Israel to sin.

10 Shallum the son of Jabesh conspired
against him, and struck himbefore the peo-
ple and killed him, and reigned in his place.

11 Now the rest of the acts of Zechariah,
behold, they are written in the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Israel.

12 This was the LORD’s word which he
spoke to Jehu, saying, “Your sons to the
fourth generation shall sit on the throne of
Israel.” So it came to pass.

13 Shallum the son of Jabesh began to
reign in the thirty-ninth year of Uzziah king
of Judah, and he reigned for a month in
Samaria.

14Menahem the sonofGadiwent up from
Tirzah, came to Samaria, struck Shallum
the son of Jabesh in Samaria, killed him,
and reigned in his place.

15Now the rest of the acts of Shallum, and
his conspiracywhich hemade, behold, they
are written in the book of the chronicles of
the kings of Israel.

16 Then Menahem attacked Tiphsah and
allwhowere in it and its border areas, from
Tirzah. He attacked it because they didn’t
open their gates tohim, andhe rippedupall
their womenwhowere with child.

17 In the thirty ninth year of Azariah king
of Judah,Menahemthe sonofGadi began to
reign over Israel for ten years in Samaria.

18 He did that which was evil in the
LORD’s sight. He didn’t depart all his days
from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat,
with which hemade Israel to sin.
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19Pul the king ofAssyria cameagainst the
land, andMenahem gave Pul one thousand
talents† of silver, that his hand might be
with him to confirm the kingdom in his
hand.

20 Menahem exacted the money from
Israel, even from all the mighty men of
wealth, from each man fifty shekels‡ of sil-
ver, to give to the king of Assyria. So the
king of Assyria turned back, and didn’t stay
there in the land.

21 Now the rest of the acts of Menahem,
andall that hedid, aren’t theywritten in the
book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?

22 Menahem slept with his fathers, and
Pekahiah his son reigned in his place.

23 In thefiftieth year of Azariah king of Ju-
dah, Pekahiah thesonofMenahembegan to
reign over Israel in Samaria for two years.

24 He did that which was evil in the
LORD’s sight. He didn’t depart from the sins
of JeroboamthesonofNebat,withwhichhe
made Israel to sin.

25Pekah the son of Remaliah, his captain,
conspired against him and attacked him in
Samaria, in the fortress of the king’s house,
with Argob and Arieh; and with him were
fifty men of the Gileadites. He killed him,
and reigned in his place.

26 Now the rest of the acts of Pekahiah,
and all that he did, behold, they are written
in the book of the chronicles of the kings of
Israel.

27 In the fifty-second year of Azariah king
of Judah, Pekah the son of Remaliah began
to reign over Israel in Samaria for twenty
years.

28 He did that which was evil in the
LORD’s sight. He didn’t depart from the sins
of JeroboamthesonofNebat,withwhichhe
made Israel to sin.

29 In the days of Pekah king of Israel,
Tiglath Pileser king of Assyria came and
took Ijon, Abel Beth Maacah, Janoah,
Kedesh, Hazor, Gilead, and Galilee, all
the land of Naphtali; and he carried them
captive to Assyria.

30 Hoshea the son of Elah made a con-
spiracy against Pekah the son of Remaliah,
attacked him, killed him, and reigned in his
place, in the twentieth year of Jotham the
son of Uzziah.

31Nowtherest of theactsofPekah, andall
that he did, behold, they are written in the
book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel.

32 In the second year of Pekah the son of
Remaliah king of Israel, Jotham the son of
Uzziah king of Judah began to reign.

33 He was twenty-five years old when
he began to reign, and he reigned sixteen
years in Jerusalem. His mother’s namewas
Jerusha the daughter of Zadok.

34 He did that which was right in the
LORD’s eyes. He did according to all that his
father Uzziah had done.

35 However the high places were not
taken away. The people still sacrificed and
burnt incense in the high places. He built
the upper gate of the LORD’s house.

36Now the rest of the acts of Jotham, and
all that he did, aren’t they written in the
bookof the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

37 In those days, the LORD began to send
Rezin the king of Syria and Pekah the son of
Remaliah against Judah.

38 Jotham slept with his fathers, and was
buriedwith his fathers in his father David’s
city; and Ahaz his son reigned in his place.

16
1 In the seventeenth year of Pekah the son

of Remaliah, Ahaz the son of Jothamking of
Judah began to reign.

2 Ahaz was twenty years old when he
began to reign, andhereignedsixteenyears
in Jerusalem. He didn’t do that which was
right in the LORD his God’s eyes, like David
his father.

3 But he walked in the way of the kings
of Israel, and even made his son to pass
through the fire, according to the abomina-
tionsof thenationswhomtheLORDcast out
from before the children of Israel.

4 He sacrificed and burnt incense in the
high places, on the hills, and under every
green tree.

5 Then Rezin king of Syria and Pekah
son of Remaliah king of Israel came up
to Jerusalem to wage war. They besieged
Ahaz, but could not overcome him.

6 At that time Rezin king of Syria recov-
eredElath to Syria, anddrove the Jews from
Elath; and the Syrians came to Elath, and
lived there to this day.

7 So Ahaz sent messengers to Tiglath
Pileser king of Assyria, saying, “I am your
servant andyour son. Comeupandsaveme
out of the hand of the king of Syria and out
of the hand of the king of Israel, who rise up
against me.”

8 Ahaz took the silver and gold that was
found in the LORD’s house, and in the trea-
sures of the king’s house, and sent it for a
present to the king of Assyria.

† 15:19: A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds, so 1000 talents is about 30 metric tonnes ‡ 15:20: A shekel is
about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 50 shekels was about 0.5 kilograms or 1.1 pounds.
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9The king of Assyria listened to him; and
the king of Assyria went up against Dam-
ascus and took it, and carried its people
captive to Kir, and killed Rezin.

10 King Ahaz went to Damascus to meet
Tiglath Pileser king of Assyria, and saw the
altar that was at Damascus; and King Ahaz
sent to Urijah the priest a drawing of the
altar and plans to build it.

11 Urijah the priest built an altar. Ac-
cording to all that King Ahaz had sent from
Damascus, so Urijah the priest made it for
the coming of King Ahaz from Damascus.

12 When the king had come from Dam-
ascus, the king saw the altar; and the king
came near to the altar, and offered on it.

13 He burnt his burnt offering and his
meal offering, poured his drink offering,
and sprinkled the blood of his peace offer-
ings on the altar.

14 The bronze altar, which was before
the LORD, he brought from the front of
the house, from between his altar and the
LORD’s house, and put it on the north side
of his altar.

15 King Ahaz commanded Urijah the
priest, saying, “On the great altar burn the
morning burnt offering, the evening meal
offering, the king’s burnt offering and his
meal offering, with the burnt offering of all
the people of the land, their meal offering,
and their drink offerings; and sprinkle on
it all the blood of the burnt offering, and
all the blood of the sacrifice; but the bronze
altar will be for me to enquire by.”

16Urijah the priest did so, according to all
that King Ahaz commanded.

17 King Ahaz cut off the panels of the
bases, and removed the basin from off
them, and took down the sea from off the
bronze oxen that were under it, and put it
on a pavement of stone.

18 He removed the covered way for the
Sabbath that they had built in the house,
and the king’s outer entrance to the LORD’s
house, because of the king of Assyria.

19Now the rest of the acts of Ahaz which
he did, aren’t theywritten in the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Judah?

20 Ahaz slept with his fathers, and was
buried with his fathers in David’s city; and
Hezekiah his son reigned in his place.

17
1 In the twelfthyearofAhazkingof Judah,

Hoshea the son of Elah began to reign in
Samaria over Israel for nine years.

2Hedid thatwhichwas evil in the LORD’s
sight, yet not as the kings of Israelwhowere
before him.

3 Shalmaneser king of Assyria came up
against him; and Hoshea became his ser-
vant, and brought him tribute.

4 The king of Assyria discovered a con-
spiracy in Hoshea; for he had sent messen-
gers to So king of Egypt, and offered no
tribute to thekingofAssyria, ashehaddone
year by year. Therefore the king of Assyria
seized him, and bound him in prison.

5 Then the king of Assyria came up
throughout all the land, went up to
Samaria, and besieged it three years.

6 In the ninth year of Hoshea the king
of Assyria took Samaria and carried Israel
away to Assyria, and placed them in Halah,
and on theHabor, the river of Gozan, and in
the cities of the Medes.

7 It was so because the children of Israel
hadsinnedagainst theLORDtheirGod,who
brought them up out of the land of Egypt
from under the hand of Pharaoh king of
Egypt, and had feared other gods,

8andwalked in the statutes of the nations
whom the LORD cast out from before the
children of Israel, and of the kings of Israel,
which theymade.

9The children of Israel secretly did things
that were not right against the LORD their
God; and they built high places for them-
selves in all their cities, from the tower of
the watchmen to the fortified city;

10 and they set up for themselves pillars
and Asherah poles on every high hill and
under every green tree;

11 and there they burnt incense in all the
high places, as the nations whom the LORD
carried away before them did; and they
did wicked things to provoke the LORD to
anger;

12 and they served idols, of which the
LORD had said to them, “You shall not do
this thing.”

13 Yet the LORD testified to Israel and to
Judah, by every prophet and every seer,
saying, “Turn fromyourevilways, andkeep
my commandments and my statutes, ac-
cording to all the law which I commanded
your fathers, and which I sent to you bymy
servants the prophets.”

14Notwithstanding, theywouldnot listen,
but hardened their neck like the neck of
their fatherswhodidn’t believe in theLORD
their God.

15 They rejected his statutes and his
covenant that he made with their fathers,
and his testimonies which he testified to
them; and they followed vanity, and be-
came vain, and followed the nations that
were around them, concerning whom the
LORD had commanded them that they
should not do like them.
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16 They abandoned all the command-
ments of the LORD their God, and made
molten images for themselves, even two
calves, and made an Asherah, and wor-
shipped all the army of the sky, and served
Baal.

17 They caused their sons and their
daughters to pass through the fire, used
divination and enchantments, and sold
themselves to do that which was evil in the
LORD’s sight, to provoke him to anger.

18 Therefore the LORD was very angry
with Israel, and removed them out of his
sight. There was none left but the tribe of
Judah only.

19 Also Judah didn’t keep the command-
ments of the LORD their God, but walked in
the statutes of Israel which theymade.

20 The LORD rejected all the offspring of
Israel, afflicted them, and delivered them
into the hands of raiders, until he had cast
them out of his sight.

21 For he tore Israel from David’s house;
and they made Jeroboam the son of Nebat
king; and Jeroboam drove Israel from fol-
lowing the LORD, and made them sin a
great sin.

22 The children of Israel walked in all the
sins of Jeroboam which he did; they didn’t
depart from them

23 until the LORD removed Israel out of
his sight, as he said by all his servants the
prophets. So Israel was carried away out of
their own land to Assyria to this day.

24 The king of Assyria brought people
fromBabylon, fromCuthah, fromAvva, and
from Hamath and Sepharvaim, and placed
them in the cities of Samaria instead of
the children of Israel; and they possessed
Samaria and lived in its cities.

25 So it was, at the beginning of their
dwelling there, that they didn’t fear the
LORD. Therefore the LORD sent lions
amongst them, which killed some of them.

26 Therefore they spoke to the king of As-
syria, saying, “The nations which you have
carried away and placed in the cities of
Samariadon’t knowthe lawof thegodof the
land. Therefore he has sent lions amongst
them; and behold, they kill them, because
they don’t know the law of the god of the
land.”

27 Then the king of Assyria commanded,
saying, “Carry there one of the priests
whomyoubrought from there; and let him†

go and dwell there, and let him teach them
the law of the god of the land.”

28 So one of the priests whom they had
carried away from Samaria came and lived

in Bethel, and taught themhow they should
fear the LORD.

29 However every nation made gods of
their own, and put them in the houses of
the high places which the Samaritans had
made, every nation in their cities in which
they lived.

30 The men of Babylon made Succoth
Benoth, and the men of Cuth made Nergal,
and themen of Hamathmade Ashima,

31 and the Avvites made Nibhaz and Tar-
tak; and the Sepharvites burnt their chil-
dren in the fire toAdrammelech andAnam-
melech, the gods of Sepharvaim.

32So they feared theLORD, andalsomade
from amongst themselves priests of the
high places for themselves, who sacrificed
for them in the houses of the high places.

33They feared the LORD, and also served
theirowngods, after thewaysof thenations
from amongstwhom they had been carried
away.

34 To this day they do what they did be-
fore. They don’t fear the LORD, and they do
not follow the statutes, or the ordinances,
or the law, or the commandment which the
LORD commanded the children of Jacob,
whom he named Israel;

35 with whom the LORD had made a
covenant and commanded them, saying,
“You shall not fear other gods, nor bow
yourselves to them, nor serve them, nor
sacrifice to them;

36 but you shall fear the LORD, who
brought youupout of the landof Egyptwith
great power and with an outstretched arm,
and you shall bow yourselves to him, and
you shall sacrifice to him.

37 The statutes and the ordinances, and
the law and the commandment which he
wrote for you, you shall observe to do for-
ever more. You shall not fear other gods.

38 You shall not forget the covenant that
I have made with you. You shall not fear
other gods.

39 But you shall fear the LORD your God,
and he will deliver you out of the hand of
all your enemies.”

40However theydidn’t listen, but theydid
what they did before.

41 So these nations feared the LORD, and
also served their engraved images. Their
children did likewise, and so did their chil-
dren’s children. Theydo as their fathers did
to this day.

18
1Now in the third year of Hoshea son of

Elahkingof Israel,Hezekiah thesonofAhaz
king of Judah began to reign.

† 17:27: Hebrew: them
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2 He was twenty-five years old when he
began to reign, and he reigned twenty-nine
years in Jerusalem. His mother’s namewas
Abi the daughter of Zechariah.

3 He did that which was right in the
LORD’s eyes, according to all that David his
father had done.

4He removed the high places, broke the
pillars, and cut down the Asherah. He
also broke in pieces the bronze serpent that
Moses hadmade, because in those days the
children of Israel burnt incense to it; andhe
called it Nehushtan.

5 He trusted in the LORD, the God of Is-
rael, so that after him was no one like him
amongst all the kings of Judah, nor amongst
them that were before him.

6 For he joined with the LORD. He didn’t
depart from following him, but kept his
commandments, which the LORD com-
mandedMoses.

7 The LORD was with him. Wherever he
went, he prospered. He rebelled against the
king of Assyria, and didn’t serve him.

8He struck the Philistines to Gaza and its
borders, from the tower of thewatchmen to
the fortified city.

9 In the fourth year of King Hezekiah,
which was the seventh year of Hoshea son
of Elah king of Israel, Shalmaneser king
of Assyria came up against Samaria and
besieged it.

10At the end of three years they took it. In
the sixth year of Hezekiah, which was the
ninthyear ofHosheakingof Israel, Samaria
was taken.

11The king of Assyria carried Israel away
to Assyria, and put them in Halah, and on
the Habor, the river of Gozan, and in the
cities of the Medes,

12 because they didn’t obey the LORD
their God’s voice, but transgressed his
covenant, even all thatMoses the servant of
the LORD commanded, andwould not hear
it or do it.

13 Now in the fourteenth year of King
Hezekiah, Sennacherib king of Assyria
came up against all the fortified cities of
Judah and took them.

14 Hezekiah king of Judah sent to the
king of Assyria at Lachish, saying, “I have
offended you. Withdraw from me. That
which you put on me, I will bear.” The king
of Assyria appointed to Hezekiah king of
Judah three hundred talents of silver and
thirty talents† of gold.

15 Hezekiah gave him all the silver that
was found in the LORD’s house and in the
treasures of the king’s house.

16 At that time, Hezekiah cut off the gold
from the doors of the LORD’s temple, and
from the pillars which Hezekiah king of
Judah had overlaid, and gave it to the king
of Assyria.

17 The king of Assyria sent Tartan, Rab-
saris, and Rabshakeh from Lachish to King
Hezekiah with a great army to Jerusalem.
They went up and came to Jerusalem.
When they had come up, they came and
stood by the conduit of the upper pool,
which is in the highway of the fuller’s field.

18When they had called to the king, Eli-
akim the son of Hilkiah, who was over the
household, and Shebnah the scribe, and
Joah the sonofAsaph the recorder cameout
to them.

19 Rabshakeh said to them, “Say now
to Hezekiah, ‘The great king, the king of
Assyria, says, “What confidence is this in
which you trust?

20 You say (but they are but vain words),
‘There is counsel and strength for war.’
Now on whom do you trust, that you have
rebelled against me?

21 Now, behold, you trust in the staff of
this bruised reed, even in Egypt. If a man
leanson it, itwill go intohishandandpierce
it. So is Pharaoh king of Egypt to all who
trust on him.

22But if you tellme, ‘We trust in the LORD
our God,’ isn’t that he whose high places
andwhose altars Hezekiah has taken away,
and has said to Judah and to Jerusalem,
‘You shall worship before this altar in
Jerusalem’?

23 Now therefore, please give pledges to
my master the king of Assyria, and I will
give you two thousand horses if you are
able on your part to set riders on them.

24 How then can you turn away the face
of one captain of the least of my master’s
servants, and put your trust on Egypt for
chariots and for horsemen?

25Have I now come up without the LORD
against this place to destroy it? The LORD
said to me, ‘Go up against this land, and
destroy it.’ ” ’ ”

26 Then Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, Sheb-
nah, and Joah, said to Rabshakeh, “Please
speak to your servants in the Syrian lan-
guage, for we understand it. Don’t speak
withus in the Jews’ language, in thehearing
of the people who are on the wall.”

27 But Rabshakeh said to them, “Has my
master sent me to your master and to you,
to speak these words? Hasn’t he sent me to
themenwho sit on thewall, to eat their own
dung, and to drink their own urine with
you?”

† 18:14: A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces
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28ThenRabshakeh stood and criedwith a
loud voice in the Jews’ language, and spoke,
saying, “Hear thewordof the great king, the
king of Assyria.

29 The king says, ‘Don’t let Hezekiah de-
ceive you, for he will not be able to deliver
you out of his hand.

30Don’t letHezekiahmakeyou trust in the
LORD, saying, “TheLORDwill surelydeliver
us, and this city shall not be given into the
hand of the king of Assyria.”

31 Don’t listen to Hezekiah.’ For the king
of Assyria says, ‘Make your peace with me,
and come out to me; and everyone of you
eat from his own vine, and everyone from
his own fig tree, and everyone drink water
from his own cistern;

32until I comeand takeyouaway toa land
like your own land, a land of grain and new
wine, a land of bread and vineyards, a land
of olive trees and of honey, that you may
live and not die. Don’t listen to Hezekiah
when he persuades you, saying, “The LORD
will deliver us.”

33Has any of the gods of the nations ever
delivered his land out of the hand of the
king of Assyria?

34Where are the gods of Hamath and of
Arpad? Where are the gods of Sepharvaim,
of Hena, and Ivvah? Have they delivered
Samaria out of my hand?

35 Who are they amongst all the gods
of the countries, that have delivered their
country out of my hand, that the LORD
should deliver Jerusalemout ofmyhand?’ ”

36 But the people stayed quiet, and an-
swered him not a word; for the king’s com-
mandment was, “Don’t answer him.”

37 Then Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, who
was over the household, camewith Shebna
the scribe and Joah the son of Asaph the
recorder to Hezekiah with their clothes
torn, and told him Rabshakeh’s words.

19
1 When King Hezekiah heard it, he tore

his clothes, covered himself with sackcloth,
and went into the LORD’s house.

2 He sent Eliakim, who was over the
household, Shebna the scribe, and the el-
ders of the priests, covered with sackcloth,
to Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz.

3They said to him, “Hezekiah says, ‘Today
is a day of trouble, of rebuke, and of rejec-
tion; for the childrenhave come to thepoint
of birth, and there is no strength to deliver
them.

4 It may be the LORD your God will hear
all the words of Rabshakeh, whom the king
ofAssyriahismasterhas sent todefy the liv-
ing God, and will rebuke the words which
the LORD your God has heard. Therefore

lift up your prayer for the remnant that is
left.’ ”

5 So the servants of King Hezekiah came
to Isaiah.

6 Isaiah said to them, “Tell your master
this: ‘The LORD says, “Don’t be afraid of
the words that you have heard, with which
the servants of the king of Assyria have
blasphemedme.

7Behold, I will put a spirit in him, and he
will hear news, and will return to his own
land. I will cause him to fall by the sword in
his own land.” ’ ”

8 So Rabshakeh returned and found the
king of Assyria warring against Libnah; for
he had heard that he had departed from
Lachish.

9 When he heard it said of Tirhakah
king of Ethiopia, “Behold, he has come out
to fight against you,” he sent messengers
again to Hezekiah, saying,

10“TellHezekiahkingof Judah this: ‘Don’t
let yourGod inwhomyou trust deceive you,
saying, Jerusalemwill not be given into the
hand of the king of Assyria.

11Behold, you have heard what the kings
ofAssyriahavedone toall lands, bydestroy-
ing them utterly. Will you be delivered?

12Have the gods of the nations delivered
them, which my fathers have destroyed—
Gozan, Haran, Rezeph, and the children of
Eden whowere in Telassar?

13Where is the king of Hamath, the king
of Arpad, and the king of the city of Sephar-
vaim, of Hena, and Ivvah?’ ”

14 Hezekiah received the letter from the
hand of the messengers and read it. Then
Hezekiahwent up to the LORD’s house, and
spread it before the LORD.

15Hezekiah prayed before the LORD, and
said, “LORD, the God of Israel, who are
enthroned above the cherubim, you are the
God, even you alone, of all the kingdoms
of the earth. You have made heaven and
earth.

16 Incline your ear, LORD, and hear. Open
youreyes, LORD,andsee. Hear thewordsof
Sennacherib, which he has sent to defy the
living God.

17 Truly, LORD, the kings of Assyria have
laid waste the nations and their lands,

18 and have cast their gods into the fire;
for theywerenogods, but theworkofmen’s
hands, wood and stone. Therefore they
have destroyed them.

19 Now therefore, LORD our God, save
us, I beg you, out of his hand, that all the
kingdoms of the earth may know that you,
LORD, are God alone.”

20 Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to
Hezekiah, saying, “The LORD, the God of
Israel, says ‘You have prayed to me against
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Sennacherib king of Assyria, and I have
heard you.

21This is the word that the LORD has spo-
ken concerning him: ‘The virgin daughter
of Zion has despised you and ridiculed you.
The daughter of Jerusalem has shaken her
head at you.

22 Whom have you defied and blas-
phemed? Against whom have you exalted
your voice and lifted up your eyes on high?
Against the Holy One of Israel!

23 By your messengers, you have defied
the Lord, and have said, “With the multi-
tude of my chariots, I have come up to the
height of the mountains, to the innermost
parts of Lebanon, and Iwill cut down its tall
cedars and its choice cypress trees; and I
will enter intohis farthest lodgingplace, the
forest of his fruitful field.

24 I have dug and drunk strange waters,
and I will dry up all the rivers of Egypt with
the sole of my feet.”

25Haven’t you heard how I have done it
long ago, and formed it of ancient times?
Now I have brought it to pass, that it should
be yours to lay waste fortified cities into
ruinous heaps.

26 Therefore their inhabitants had little
power. They were dismayed and con-
founded. They were like the grass of the
field and like the green herb, like the grass
on the housetops and like grain blasted be-
fore it has grown up.

27 But I know your sitting down, your
going out, your coming in, and your raging
against me.

28Because of your raging againstme, and
because your arrogance has come up into
my ears, therefore I will put my hook in
your nose, and my bridle in your lips, and I
will turn you back by theway bywhich you
came.’

29 “This will be the sign to you: This year,
you will eat that which grows of itself, and
in the second year that which springs from
that; and in the third year sow and reap,
and plant vineyards and eat their fruit.

30 The remnant that has escaped of the
house of Judah will again take root down-
ward, and bear fruit upward.

31 For out of Jerusalem a remnant will go
out, and out of Mount Zion those who shall
escape. The LORD’s zeal will perform this.

32 “Therefore the LORD says concerning
the king of Assyria, ‘Hewill not come to this
city, nor shoot an arrow there. He will not
come before it with shield, nor cast up a
mound against it.

33 He will return the same way that he
came, and hewill not come to this city,’ says
the LORD.

34 ‘For I will defend this city to save it, for
my own sake and for my servant David’s
sake.’ ”

35 That night, the LORD’s angel went out
and struck one hundred and eighty-five
thousand in the camp of the Assyrians.
When men arose early in the morning, be-
hold, these were all dead bodies.

36 So Sennacherib king of Assyria de-
parted, went home, and lived at Nineveh.

37 As he was worshipping in the house
of Nisroch his god, Adrammelech and
Sharezer struck him with the sword; and
they escaped into the land of Ararat. Esar
Haddon his son reigned in his place.

20
1 In those days Hezekiah was sick and

dying. Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz
came to him, and said to him, “The LORD
says, ‘Set your house in order; for you will
die, and not live.’ ”

2Then he turned his face to the wall, and
prayed to the LORD, saying,

3 “Remember now, LORD, I beg you, how
I have walked before you in truth and with
a perfect heart, and have done that which
is good in your sight.” And Hezekiah wept
bitterly.

4Before Isaiah had gone out into themid-
dle part of the city, the LORD’s word came
to him, saying,

5 “Turn back, and tell Hezekiah the
prince of my people, ‘The LORD, the God of
David your father, says, “I have heard your
prayer. I have seen your tears. Behold, I
will heal you. On the third day, you will go
up to the LORD’s house.

6 I will add to your days fifteen years. I
will deliver you and this city out of the hand
of the king of Assyria. I will defend this
city for my own sake, and for my servant
David’s sake.” ’ ”

7 Isaiah said, “Take a cake of figs.”
They took and laid it on the boil, and he

recovered.
8 Hezekiah said to Isaiah, “What will be

the sign that theLORDwillhealme, and that
I will go up to the LORD’s house the third
day?”

9 Isaiah said, “This will be the sign to
you from the LORD, that the LORD will do
the thing that he has spoken: should the
shadowgo forward ten steps, or go back ten
steps?”

10Hezekiah answered, “It is a light thing
for the shadow to go forward ten steps. No,
but let the shadow return backward ten
steps.”



2 Kings 20:11 339 2 Kings 21:17

11 Isaiah the prophet cried to the LORD;
and he brought the shadow ten steps back-
ward, by which it had gone down on the
sundial of Ahaz.

12At that time Berodach Baladan the son
ofBaladan, king of Babylon, sent letters and
apresent toHezekiah, for hehadheard that
Hezekiah had been sick.

13Hezekiah listened to them, and showed
them all the storehouse of his precious
things—the silver, the gold, the spices, and
the precious oil, and the house of his ar-
mour, and all that was found in his trea-
sures. Therewas nothing in his house, or in
all his dominion, that Hezekiah didn’t show
them.

14 Then Isaiah the prophet came to King
Hezekiah, and said to him, “What did these
men say? From where did they come to
you?”
Hezekiah said, “They have come from a

far country, even from Babylon.”
15He said, “What have they seen in your

house?”
Hezekiah answered, “They have seen

all that is in my house. There is noth-
ing amongst my treasures that I have not
shown them.”

16 Isaiah said to Hezekiah, “Hear the
LORD’s word.

17 ‘Behold, the days come that all that is
in your house, and that which your fathers
have laid up in store to this day, will be
carried to Babylon. Nothing will be left,’
says the LORD.

18 ‘They will take away some of your sons
who will issue from you, whom you will fa-
ther; and theywill be eunuchs in the palace
of the king of Babylon.’ ”

19 Then Hezekiah said to Isaiah, “The
LORD’s word which you have spoken is
good.” He said moreover, “Isn’t it so, if
peace and truth will be inmy days?”

20 Now the rest of the acts of Hezekiah,
and all his might, and how he made the
pool, and the conduit, and brought water
into the city, aren’t they written in the book
of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

21 Hezekiah slept with his fathers, and
Manasseh his son reigned in his place.

21
1 Manasseh was twelve years old when

he began to reign, and he reigned fifty-five
years in Jerusalem. His mother’s namewas
Hephzibah.

2Hedid thatwhichwas evil in the LORD’s
sight, after the abominations of the nations
whom the LORD cast out before the chil-
dren of Israel.

3For he built again the high places which
Hezekiah his father had destroyed; and

he raised up altars for Baal, and made an
Asherah, as Ahab king of Israel did, and
worshipped all the army of the sky, and
served them.

4 He built altars in the LORD’s house, of
which the LORD said, “I will put my name
in Jerusalem.”

5He built altars for all the army of the sky
in the two courts of the LORD’s house.

6Hemadehis son to pass through thefire,
practised sorcery, used enchantments, and
dealt with those who had familiar spirits
and with wizards. He did much evil in the
LORD’s sight, to provoke him to anger.

7 He set the engraved image of Asherah
that he hadmade in the house of which the
LORD said to David and to Solomon his son,
“In this house, and in Jerusalem, which I
have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, I
will put my name forever;

8 I will not cause the feet of Israel to wan-
der any more out of the land which I gave
their fathers, if only they will observe to
do according to all that I have commanded
them, and according to all the law that my
servant Moses commanded them.”

9 But they didn’t listen, and Manasseh
seduced them to do that which is evil more
than the nations did whom the LORD de-
stroyed before the children of Israel.

10 The LORD spoke by his servants the
prophets, saying,

11 “Because Manasseh king of Judah has
done these abominations, and has done
wickedly above all that the Amorites did,
who were before him, and has also made
Judah to sin with his idols;

12 therefore the LORD the God of Israel
says, ‘Behold, I will bring such evil on
Jerusalem and Judah that whoever hears of
it, both his ears will tingle.

13 I will stretch over Jerusalem the line
of Samaria, and the plumb line of Ahab’s
house; and I will wipe Jerusalem as a man
wipes a dish, wiping it and turning it upside
down.

14 I will cast off the remnant of my inher-
itance and deliver them into the hands of
their enemies. Theywill become aprey and
a plunder to all their enemies,

15 because they have done that which is
evil in my sight, and have provoked me to
anger since the day their fathers came out
of Egypt, even to this day.’ ”

16 Moreover Manasseh shed innocent
blood very much, until he had filled
Jerusalem from one end to another; in
addition to his sin with which he made
Judah to sin, in doing that which was evil
in the LORD’s sight.

17 Now the rest of the acts of Manasseh,
and all that he did, and his sin that he
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sinned, aren’t they written in the book of
the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

18 Manasseh slept with his fathers, and
was buried in the garden of his own house,
in the garden of Uzza; and Amon his son
reigned in his place.

19Amon was twenty-two years old when
he began to reign; and he reigned two
years in Jerusalem. His mother’s namewas
Meshullemeth the daughter of Haruz of Jot-
bah.

20 He did that which was evil in the
LORD’s sight, as Manasseh his father did.

21Hewalked inall theways thathis father
walked in, and served the idols that his
father served, and worshipped them;

22 and he abandoned the LORD, the God
of his fathers, and didn’t walk in the way of
the LORD.

23 The servants of Amon conspired
against him, and put the king to death in
his own house.

24 But the people of the land killed all
those who had conspired against King
Amon; and the people of the land made
Josiah his son king in his place.

25Now the rest of the acts of Amonwhich
he did, aren’t theywritten in the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Judah?

26Hewasburied inhis tomb in thegarden
of Uzza, and Josiah his son reigned in his
place.

22
1 Josiah was eight years old when he

began to reign, and he reigned thirty-one
years in Jerusalem. His mother’s namewas
Jedidah the daughter of Adaiah of Bozkath.

2 He did that which was right in the
LORD’s eyes, and walked in all the ways of
Davidhis father, anddidn’t turn away to the
right hand or to the left.

3 In the eighteenth year ofKing Josiah, the
king sent Shaphan, the son of Azaliah the
son of Meshullam, the scribe, to the LORD’s
house, saying,

4 “Go up to Hilkiah the high priest, that he
may count themoneywhich is brought into
the LORD’s house, which the keepers of the
threshold have gathered of the people.

5 Let them deliver it into the hand of
the workers who have the oversight of the
LORD’s house; and let them give it to the
workers who are in the LORD’s house, to
repair the damage to the house,

6 to the carpenters, and to the builders,
and to the masons, and for buying timber
and cut stone to repair the house.

7However, no accounting shall be asked
of them for the money delivered into their
hand, for they deal faithfully.”

8Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan
the scribe, “I have found the book of the law
in the LORD’s house.” Hilkiah delivered the
book to Shaphan, and he read it.

9 Shaphan the scribe came to the king,
and brought the king word again, and said,
“Your servants have emptied out themoney
thatwas found in thehouse, andhavedeliv-
ered it into the hands of the workmen who
have the oversight of the LORD’s house.”

10 Shaphan the scribe told the king, say-
ing, “Hilkiah the priest has delivered a book
to me.” Then Shaphan read it before the
king.

11When the king had heard the words of
the book of the law, he tore his clothes.

12 The king commanded Hilkiah the
priest, Ahikam the son of Shaphan, Achbor
the son ofMicaiah, Shaphan the scribe, and
Asaiah the king’s servant, saying,

13 “Go enquire of the LORD for me, and
for thepeople, and forall Judah, concerning
the words of this book that is found; for
great is the LORD’s wrath that is kindled
against us, because our fathers have not
listened to the words of this book, to do
according to all that which is written con-
cerning us.”

14 So Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam, Achbor,
Shaphan, and Asaiah went to Huldah the
prophetess, the wife of Shallum the son of
Tikvah, the son of Harhas, keeper of the
wardrobe (now she lived in Jerusalem in
the second quarter); and they talked with
her.

15 She said to them, “The LORD the God
of Israel says, ‘Tell the man who sent you to
me,

16 “The LORD says, ‘Behold, I will bring
evil on this place and on its inhabitants,
even all the words of the book which the
king of Judah has read.

17 Because they have forsaken me and
have burnt incense to other gods, that they
might provoke me to anger with all the
work of their hands, therefore my wrath
shall be kindled against this place, and it
will not be quenched.’ ”

18 But to the king of Judah, who sent
you to enquire of the LORD, tell him, “The
LORD the God of Israel says, ‘Concerning
the words which you have heard,

19 because your heart was tender, and
you humbled yourself before the LORD
when you heard what I spoke against this
place and against its inhabitants, that they
should become a desolation and a curse,
andhave torn your clothes andwept before
me, I also have heard you,’ says the LORD.

20 ‘Therefore behold, I will gather you to
your fathers, and you will be gathered to
your grave in peace. Your eyes will not
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see all the evil which I will bring on this
place.’ ” ’ ” So they brought this message
back to the king.

23
1The king sent, and they gathered to him

all the elders of Judah and of Jerusalem.
2 The king went up to the LORD’s house,

and all the men of Judah and all the in-
habitants of Jerusalem with him—with the
priests, the prophets, and all the people,
both small and great; and he read in their
hearing all the words of the book of the
covenant which was found in the LORD’s
house.

3 The king stood by the pillar and made
a covenant before the LORD to walk after
the LORD and to keep his commandments,
his testimonies, and his statutes with all
his heart and all his soul, to confirm the
words of this covenant that werewritten in
this book; and all the people agreed to the
covenant.

4 The king commanded Hilkiah the high
priest, and the priests of the second order,
and the keepers of the threshold, to bring
out of the LORD’s temple all the vessels
that were made for Baal, for the Asherah,
and for all the army of the sky; and he
burnt them outside of Jerusalem in the
fields of the Kidron, and carried their ashes
to Bethel.

5Hegot ridof the idolatrouspriestswhom
the kings of Judah had ordained to burn
incense in the high places in the cities of
Judah and in the places around Jerusalem;
those also who burnt incense to Baal, to the
sun, to the moon, to the planets, and to all
the army of the sky.

6 He brought out the Asherah from the
LORD’s house, outside of Jerusalem, to the
brook Kidron, and burnt it at the brook
Kidron, and beat it to dust, and cast its dust
on the graves of the common people.

7 He broke down the houses of the male
shrine prostitutes that were in the LORD’s
house, where the women wove hangings
for the Asherah.

8Hebroughtall thepriests outof the cities
of Judah, and defiled the high places where
the priests had burnt incense, from Geba
to Beersheba; and he broke down the high
places of the gates thatwere at the entrance
of thegateof Joshua thegovernorof the city,
whichwere on aman’s left hand at the gate
of the city.

9 Nevertheless the priests of the high
places didn’t come up to the LORD’s altar in
Jerusalem, but they ate unleavened bread
amongst their brothers.

10 He defiled Topheth, which is in the
valley of the children of Hinnom, that no

man might make his son or his daughter to
pass through the fire to Molech.

11He took away the horses that the kings
of Judah had dedicated to the sun, at the
entrance of the LORD’s house, by the room
ofNathanMelech the officerwhowas in the
court; and he burnt the chariots of the sun
with fire.

12 The king broke down the altars that
were on the roof of the upper roomof Ahaz,
which the kings of Judah hadmade, and the
altarswhichManassehhadmade in the two
courts of the LORD’s house, and beat them
down from there, and cast their dust into
the brook Kidron.

13 The king defiled the high places that
were before Jerusalem, which were on the
right hand of the mountain of corruption,
which Solomon the king of Israel had built
for Ashtoreth the abomination of the Sido-
nians, and for Chemosh the abomination of
Moab, and for Milcom the abomination of
the children of Ammon.

14Hebroke in pieces the pillars, cut down
the Asherah poles, and filled their places
withmen’s bones.

15 Moreover the altar that was at Bethel
and the high place which Jeroboam the son
of Nebat, whomade Israel to sin, hadmade,
even that altar and the high place he broke
down; and he burnt the high place and beat
it to dust, and burnt the Asherah.

16 As Josiah turned himself, he spied the
tombs thatwere there in themountain; and
he sent, and took thebonesout of the tombs,
and burnt them on the altar, and defiled
it, according to the LORD’s word which the
man of God proclaimed, who proclaimed
these things.

17 Then he said, “What monument is that
which I see?”
The men of the city told him, “It is the

tomb of the man of God who came from
Judah and proclaimed these things that you
have done against the altar of Bethel.”

18He said, “Let him be! Let no one move
his bones.” So they let his bones alone, with
the bones of the prophet who came out of
Samaria.

19 All the houses also of the high places
that were in the cities of Samaria, which
the kings of Israel hadmade to provoke the
LORD to anger, Josiah took away, and did to
them according to all the acts that he had
done in Bethel.

20 He killed all the priests of the high
places that were there, on the altars, and
burnt men’s bones on them; and he re-
turned to Jerusalem.

21 The king commanded all the people,
saying, “Keep the Passover to the LORD
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your God, as it is written in this book of the
covenant.”

22 Surely there was not kept such a
Passover from the days of the judges who
judged Israel, nor in all the days of the kings
of Israel, nor of the kings of Judah;

23 but in the eighteenth year of King
Josiah, this Passover was kept to the LORD
in Jerusalem.

24 Moreover, Josiah removed those who
had familiar spirits, the wizards, and the
teraphim,† and the idols, and all the abomi-
nations that were seen in the land of Judah
and in Jerusalem, that hemight confirm the
words of the lawwhich were written in the
book that Hilkiah the priest found in the
LORD’s house.

25There was no king like him before him,
who turned to the LORD with all his heart,
andwith all his soul, andwith all his might,
according to all the law ofMoses; and there
was none like himwho arose after him.

26Notwithstanding, the LORD didn’t turn
from the fierceness of his great wrath, with
which his anger burnt against Judah, be-
cause of all the provocation with which
Manasseh had provoked him.

27 The LORD said, “I will also remove Ju-
dah out of my sight, as I have removed Is-
rael; and Iwill cast off this citywhich I have
chosen, even Jerusalem, and the house of
which I said, ‘My name shall be there.’ ”

28Nowtherest of theacts of Josiah, andall
that he did, aren’t they written in the book
of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

29 In his days Pharaoh Necoh king of
Egyptwent up against the king of Assyria to
the river Euphrates; and King Josiah went
against him, but Pharaoh Necoh killed him
at Megiddo when he saw him.

30 His servants carried him dead in a
chariot from Megiddo, brought him to
Jerusalem, andburiedhim inhis own tomb.
The people of the land took Jehoahaz the
son of Josiah, and anointed him, and made
him king in his father’s place.

31 Jehoahaz was twenty-three years
old when he began to reign; and he
reigned three months in Jerusalem. His
mother’s name was Hamutal the daughter
of Jeremiah of Libnah.

32 He did that which was evil in the
LORD’s sight, according to all that his fa-
thers had done.

33 Pharaoh Necoh put him in bonds at
Riblah in the land of Hamath, that hemight
not reign in Jerusalem; andput the land to a
tribute of one hundred talents of silver and
a talent‡ of gold.

34 Pharaoh Necoh made Eliakim the son
of Josiah king in the place of Josiah his
father, and changed his name to Jehoiakim;
but he took Jehoahaz away, and he came to
Egypt and died there.

35 Jehoiakim gave the silver and the gold
to Pharaoh; but he taxed the land to give the
money according to the commandment of
Pharaoh. He exacted the silver and the gold
of the people of the land, from everyone
according to his assessment, to give it to
Pharaoh Necoh.

36 Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old
when he began to reign, and he reigned
eleven years in Jerusalem. His mother’s
namewas Zebidah the daughter of Pedaiah
of Rumah.

37 He did that which was evil in the
LORD’s sight, according to all that his fa-
thers had done.

24
1 In his days Nebuchadnezzar king of

Babylon came up, and Jehoiakim became
his servant three years. Thenhe turnedand
rebelled against him.

2 The LORD sent against him bands of
the Chaldeans, bands of the Syrians, bands
of the Moabites, and bands of the chil-
dren of Ammon, and sent them against Ju-
dah to destroy it, according to the LORD’s
word which he spoke by his servants the
prophets.

3 Surely at the commandment of the
LORD this came on Judah, to remove them
out of his sight for the sins of Manasseh,
according to all that he did,

4 and also for the innocent blood that he
shed; for he filled Jerusalem with innocent
blood, and the LORDwould not pardon.

5 Now the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim,
andall that hedid, aren’t theywritten in the
bookof the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

6 So Jehoiakim slept with his fathers, and
Jehoiachin his son reigned in his place.

7 The king of Egypt didn’t come out of his
land any more; for the king of Babylon had
taken, from the brook of Egypt to the river
Euphrates, all that belonged to the king of
Egypt.

8 Jehoiachinwas eighteen years oldwhen
he began to reign, and he reigned in
Jerusalem three months. His mother’s
name was Nehushta the daughter of El-
nathan of Jerusalem.

9Hedid thatwhichwas evil in the LORD’s
sight, according to all that his father had
done.

† 23:24: teraphimwere household idols. ‡ 23:33: A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces
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10 At that time the servants of Neb-
uchadnezzar king of Babylon came up to
Jerusalem, and the city was besieged.

11Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came
to the citywhilehis servantswerebesieging
it,

12 and Jehoiachin the king of Judah went
out to the king of Babylon—he, his mother,
his servants, his princes, and his officers;
and the king of Babylon capturedhim in the
eighth year of his reign.

13He carried out from there all the trea-
sures of the LORD’s house and the treasures
of the king’s house, and cut in pieces all
the vessels of gold which Solomon king of
Israel had made in the LORD’s temple, as
the LORD had said.

14He carried away all Jerusalem, and all
the princes, and all the mighty men of val-
our, even ten thousand captives, and all the
craftsmenand the smiths. Nooneremained
except the poorest people of the land.

15Hecarried away Jehoiachin toBabylon,
with the king’s mother, the king’s wives, his
officers, and the chief men of the land. He
carried them into captivity from Jerusalem
to Babylon.

16All the men of might, even seven thou-
sand, and the craftsmen and the smiths
one thousand, all of them strong and fit for
war, even them the king of Babylonbrought
captive to Babylon.

17 The king of Babylon made Mattaniah,
Jehoiachin’s father’s brother, king in his
place, and changed his name to Zedekiah.

18 Zedekiah was twenty-one years old
when he began to reign, and he reigned
eleven years in Jerusalem. His mother’s
name was Hamutal the daughter of
Jeremiah of Libnah.

19 He did that which was evil in
the LORD’s sight, according to all that
Jehoiakim had done.

20For through the anger of the LORD, this
happened in Jerusalem and Judah, until he
had cast them out from his presence.
Then Zedekiah rebelled against the king

of Babylon.

25
1 In the ninth year of his reign, in the

tenth month, in the tenth day of the month,
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came, he
and all his army, against Jerusalem, and
encamped against it; and they built forts
against it around it.

2 So the city was besieged until the
eleventh year of King Zedekiah.

3 On the ninth day of the fourth month,
the famine was severe in the city, so that

there was no bread for the people of the
land.

4 Then a breach was made in the city,
and all the men of war fled by night by
the way of the gate between the two walls,
which was by the king’s garden (now the
Chaldeans were against the city around it);
and the kingwent by theway of theArabah.

5 But the Chaldean army pursued the
king, and overtook him in the plains of
Jericho; andall his armywas scattered from
him.

6Then they captured the king and carried
himup to the king of Babylon to Riblah; and
they passed judgement on him.

7 They killed Zedekiah’s sons before his
eyes, then put out Zedekiah’s eyes, bound
him in fetters, and carried him to Babylon.

8Now in the fifth month, on the seventh
dayof themonth,whichwas thenineteenth
year of King Nebuchadnezzar king of Baby-
lon, Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard,
a servant of the king of Babylon, came to
Jerusalem.

9 He burnt the LORD’s house, the king’s
house, and all the houses of Jerusalem. He
burnt every great house with fire.

10 All the army of the Chaldeans, who
were with the captain of the guard, broke
down the walls around Jerusalem.

11Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard
carried away captive the rest of the people
whowere left in the city and thosewho had
deserted to the king of Babylon—all the rest
of themultitude.

12 But the captain of the guard left some
of the poorest of the land to work the vine-
yards and fields.

13 The Chaldeans broke up the pillars of
bronze that were in the LORD’s house and
the bases and the bronze sea that were in
the LORD’s house, and carried the bronze
pieces to Babylon.

14 They took away the pots, the shovels,
the snuffers, the spoons, and all the vessels
of bronze with which theyministered.

15The captain of the guard took away the
firepans, thebasins, thatwhichwasof gold,
for gold, and that which was of silver, for
silver.

16 The two pillars, the one sea, and the
bases, which Solomon had made for the
LORD’s house, the bronze of all these ves-
sels was not weighed.

17 The height of the one pillar was eigh-
teen cubits,† and a capital of bronze was
on it. The height of the capital was three
cubits, with network and pomegranates on
the capital around it, all of bronze; and

† 25:17: A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimetres.
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the second pillar with its network was like
these.

18 The captain of the guard took Sera-
iah the chief priest, Zephaniah the second
priest, and the three keepers of the thresh-
old;

19 and out of the city he took an officer
who was set over the men of war; and five
men of those who saw the king’s face, who
were found in the city; and the scribe, the
captain of the army, whomustered the peo-
ple of the land, and sixty men of the people
of the land whowere found in the city.

20Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard
took them, and brought them to the king of
Babylon to Riblah.

21The king of Babylon attacked them and
put them to death at Riblah in the land of
Hamath. So Judah was carried away cap-
tive out of his land.

22 As for the people who were left in the
land of Judah whom Nebuchadnezzar king
of Babylon had left, even over them he
made Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son
of Shaphan, governor.

23Nowwhenall the captains of the forces,
they and their men, heard that the king of
Babylon hadmade Gedaliah governor, they
came to Gedaliah to Mizpah, even Ishmael
the son of Nethaniah, Johanan the son of
Kareah, Seraiah the son of Tanhumeth the
Netophathite, and Jaazaniah the son of the
Maacathite, they and their men.

24 Gedaliah swore to them and to their
men, and said to them, “Don’t be afraid
because of the servants of the Chaldeans.
Dwell in the land and serve the king of
Babylon, and it will be well with you.”

25 But in the seventh month, Ishmael the
son of Nethaniah, the son of Elishama, of
the royal offspring came, and tenmenwith
him, and struck Gedaliah so that he died,
with the Jews and the Chaldeans that were
with him at Mizpah.

26 All the people, both small and great,
and the captains of the forces arose and
came to Egypt; for they were afraid of the
Chaldeans.

27 In the thirty-seventh year of the cap-
tivity of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the
twelfth month, on the twenty-seventh day
of the month, Evilmerodach king of Baby-
lon, in the year that he began to reign,
released Jehoiachin king of Judah out of
prison,

28 and he spoke kindly to him and set his
throne above the throne of the kings who
were with him in Babylon,

29 and changed his prison garments. Je-
hoiachin ate bread before him continually
all the days of his life;

30and for his allowance, there was a con-
tinual allowance given him from the king,
every day a portion, all the days of his life.
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The First Book of
Chronicles

1Adam, Seth, Enosh,
2Kenan, Mahalalel, Jared,
3Enoch, Methuselah, Lamech,
4Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.
5 The sons of Japheth: Gomer, Magog,

Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras.
6 The sons of Gomer: Ashkenaz, Diphath,

and Togarmah.
7 The sons of Javan: Elishah, Tarshish,

Kittim, and Rodanim.
8 The sons of Ham: Cush, Mizraim, Put,

and Canaan.
9 The sons of Cush: Seba, Havilah, Sabta,

Raama, Sabteca. The sons of Raamah:
Sheba and Dedan.

10 Cush became the father of Nimrod. He
began to be amighty one in the earth.

11 Mizraim became the father of Ludim,
Anamim, Lehabim, Naphtuhim,

12 Pathrusim, Casluhim (where the
Philistines came from), and Caphtorim.

13 Canaan became the father of Sidon his
firstborn, Heth,

14 the Jebusite, the Amorite, the Gir-
gashite,

15 the Hivite, the Arkite, the Sinite,
16 the Arvadite, the Zemarite, and the

Hamathite.
17 The sons of Shem: Elam, Asshur,

Arpachshad, Lud, Aram, Uz, Hul, Gether,
andMeshech.

18 Arpachshad became the father of She-
lah, and Shelah became the father of Eber.

19To Eber were born two sons: the name
of the one was Peleg, for in his days the
earth was divided; and his brother’s name
was Joktan.

20 Joktan became the father of Almodad,
Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah,

21Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah,
22Ebal, Abimael, Sheba,
23 Ophir, Havilah, and Jobab. All these

were the sons of Joktan.
24 Shem, Arpachshad, Shelah,
25Eber, Peleg, Reu,
26 Serug, Nahor, Terah,
27Abram (also called Abraham).
28 The sons of Abraham: Isaac and Ish-

mael.
29 These are their generations: the first-

born of Ishmael, Nebaioth; then Kedar, Ad-
beel, Mibsam,

30Mishma, Dumah, Massa, Hadad, Tema,
31 Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah. These

are the sons of Ishmael.
32 The sons of Keturah, Abraham’s con-

cubine: she bore Zimran, Jokshan, Medan,

Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah. The sons of
Jokshan: Sheba and Dedan.

33 The sons of Midian: Ephah, Epher,
Hanoch, Abida, and Eldaah. All these were
the sons of Keturah.

34 Abraham became the father of Isaac.
The sons of Isaac: Esau and Israel.

35The sons of Esau: Eliphaz, Reuel, Jeush,
Jalam, and Korah.

36 The sons of Eliphaz: Teman, Omar,
Zephi, Gatam, Kenaz, Timna, and Amalek.

37 The sons of Reuel: Nahath, Zerah,
Shammah, andMizzah.

38The sons of Seir: Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon,
Anah, Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan.

39 The sons of Lotan: Hori and Homam;
and Timnawas Lotan’s sister.

40 The sons of Shobal: Alian, Manahath,
Ebal, Shephi, and Onam. The sons of
Zibeon: Aiah and Anah.

41 The son of Anah: Dishon. The sons
of Dishon: Hamran, Eshban, Ithran, and
Cheran.

42 The sons of Ezer: Bilhan, Zaavan, and
Jaakan. The sons of Dishan: Uz and Aran.

43Now these are the kingswho reigned in
the land of Edom, before any king reigned
over the children of Israel: Bela the son
of Beor; and the name of his city was Din-
habah.

44Bela died, and Jobab the son of Zerah of
Bozrah reigned in his place.

45 Jobab died, and Husham of the land of
the Temanites reigned in his place.

46 Husham died, and Hadad the son of
Bedad, who struck Midian in the field of
Moab, reigned in his place; and the name of
his city was Avith.

47 Hadad died, and Samlah of Masrekah
reigned in his place.

48Samlah died, and Shaul of Rehoboth by
the River reigned in his place.

49 Shaul died, and Baal Hanan the son of
Achbor reigned in his place.

50BaalHanandied, andHadad reigned in
his place; and the name of his city was Pai.
His wife’s namewasMehetabel, the daugh-
ter of Matred, the daughter of Mezahab.

51 Then Hadad died. The chiefs of Edom
were: chief Timna, chief Aliah, chief Je-
theth,

52 chief Oholibamah, chief Elah, chief
Pinon,

53 chief Kenaz, chief Teman, chief Mibzar,
54 chief Magdiel, and chief Iram. These

are the chiefs of Edom.

2
1 These are the sons of Israel: Reuben,

Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Zebulun,
2 Dan, Joseph, Benjamin, Naphtali, Gad,

and Asher.
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3The sons of Judah: Er, Onan, and Shelah,
which three were born to him of Shua’s
daughter the Canaanitess. Er, Judah’s first-
born, was wicked in the LORD’s† sight; and
he killed him.

4 Tamar his daughter-in-law bore him
Perez and Zerah. All the sons of Judahwere
five.

5The sons of Perez: Hezron and Hamul.
6The sons of Zerah: Zimri, Ethan, Heman,

Calcol, and Dara—five of them in all.
7 The son of Carmi: Achar, the troubler

of Israel, who committed a trespass in the
devoted thing.

8The son of Ethan: Azariah.
9The sons also of Hezron, whowere born

to him: Jerahmeel, Ram, and Chelubai.
10 Ram became the father of Ammi-

nadab, and Amminadab became the father
ofNahshon, prince of the children of Judah;

11 and Nahshon became the father of
Salma, and Salma became the father of
Boaz,

12 and Boaz became the father of Obed,
and Obed became the father of Jesse;

13and Jesse became the father of his first-
born Eliab, Abinadab the second, Shimea
the third,

14Nethanel the fourth, Raddai the fifth,
15Ozem the sixth, and David the seventh;
16and their sisters were Zeruiah and Abi-

gail. The sons of Zeruiah: Abishai, Joab, and
Asahel, three.

17 Abigail bore Amasa; and the father of
Amasa was Jether the Ishmaelite.

18 Caleb the son of Hezron became the
father of children by Azubah his wife, and
by Jerioth; and these were her sons: Jesher,
Shobab, and Ardon.

19 Azubah died, and Caleb married
Ephrath, who bore himHur.

20Hur became the father of Uri, and Uri
became the father of Bezalel.

21 Afterward Hezron went in to the
daughter of Machir the father of Gilead,
whom he took as wife when he was sixty
years old; and she bore him Segub.

22 Segub became the father of Jair, who
had twenty-three cities in the land of
Gilead.

23Geshur andAram took the towns of Jair
from them, with Kenath, and its villages,
even sixty cities. All these were the sons of
Machir the father of Gilead.

24After Hezron died in Caleb Ephrathah,
Abijah, Hezron’s wife, bore himAshhur the
father of Tekoa.

25 The sons of Jerahmeel the firstborn
of Hezron were Ram the firstborn, Bunah,
Oren, Ozem, and Ahijah.

26 Jerahmeel had another wife, whose
name was Atarah. She was the mother of
Onam.

27The sons of Ram the firstborn of Jerah-
meel wereMaaz, Jamin, and Eker.

28 The sons of Onam were Shammai and
Jada. The sons of Shammai: Nadab and
Abishur.

29 The name of the wife of Abishur was
Abihail; and she bore him Ahban and
Molid.

30 The sons of Nadab: Seled and Appaim;
but Seled died without children.

31ThesonofAppaim: Ishi. The sonof Ishi:
Sheshan. The son of Sheshan: Ahlai.

32 The sons of Jada the brother of Sham-
mai: Jether and Jonathan; and Jether died
without children.

33The sons of Jonathan: Peleth and Zaza.
These were the sons of Jerahmeel.

34 Now Sheshan had no sons, but only
daughters. Sheshanhad a servant, an Egyp-
tian, whose namewas Jarha.

35 Sheshan gave his daughter to Jarha his
servant as wife; and she bore him Attai.

36Attai became the father of Nathan, and
Nathan became the father of Zabad,

37and Zabad became the father of Ephlal,
and Ephlal became the father of Obed,

38 and Obed became the father of Jehu,
and Jehu became the father of Azariah,

39 and Azariah became the father of
Helez, and Helez became the father of
Eleasah,

40 and Eleasah became the father of Sis-
mai, and Sismai became the father of Shal-
lum,

41 and Shallum became the father of
Jekamiah, and Jekamiah became the father
of Elishama.

42 The sons of Caleb the brother of Jerah-
meelwereMeshahisfirstborn,whowas the
fatherof Ziph, and the sonsofMareshah the
father of Hebron.

43 The sons of Hebron: Korah, Tappuah,
Rekem, and Shema.

44Shemabecame the fatherofRaham, the
father of Jorkeam; and Rekem became the
father of Shammai.

45 The son of Shammai was Maon; and
Maonwas the father of Beth Zur.

46Ephah, Caleb’s concubine, bore Haran,
Moza, and Gazez; and Haran became the
father of Gazez.

47 The sons of Jahdai: Regem, Jothan, Ge-
shan, Pelet, Ephah, and Shaaph.

† 2:3: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew
,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh).
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48 Maacah, Caleb’s concubine, bore She-
ber and Tirhanah.

49Shebore also Shaaph the father ofMad-
mannah, Sheva the father ofMachbenaand
the father of Gibea; and the daughter of
Caleb was Achsah.

50Thesewere the sons of Caleb, the son of
Hur, the firstborn of Ephrathah: Shobal the
father of Kiriath Jearim,

51 Salma the father of Bethlehem, and
Hareph the father of Beth Gader.

52 Shobal the father of Kiriath Jearim had
sons: Haroeh, half of the Menuhoth.

53 The families of Kiriath Jearim: the
Ithrites, the Puthites, the Shumathites, and
the Mishraites; from them came the Zo-
rathites and the Eshtaolites.

54 The sons of Salma: Bethlehem, the Ne-
tophathites, Atroth Beth Joab, and half of
the Manahathites, the Zorites.

55 The families of scribes who lived at
Jabez: the Tirathites, the Shimeathites, and
the Sucathites. These are the Kenites who
came from Hammath, the father of the
house of Rechab.

3
1Now these were the sons of David, who

were born to him in Hebron: the firstborn,
Amnon, of Ahinoam the Jezreelitess; the
second, Daniel, of Abigail the Carmelitess;

2 the third, Absalom the son of Maacah
the daughter of Talmai king of Geshur; the
fourth, Adonijah the son of Haggith;

3 the fifth, Shephatiah of Abital; the sixth,
Ithream by Eglah his wife:

4 six were born to him in Hebron; and he
reigned there seven years and six months.
He reigned thirty-three years in Jerusalem;

5 and these were born to him in
Jerusalem: Shimea, Shobab, Nathan, and
Solomon, four, by Bathshua the daughter of
Ammiel;

6and Ibhar, Elishama, Eliphelet,
7Nogah, Nepheg, Japhia,
8Elishama, Eliada, and Eliphelet, nine.
9 All these were the sons of David, in

addition to the sons of the concubines; and
Tamar was their sister.

10 Solomon’s son was Rehoboam, Abijah
his son, Asa his son, Jehoshaphat his son,

11 Joram his son, Ahaziah his son, Joash
his son,

12 Amaziah his son, Azariah his son,
Jotham his son,

13 Ahaz his son, Hezekiah his son, Man-
asseh his son,

14Amon his son, and Josiah his son.

15 The sons of Josiah: the firstborn Jo-
hanan, the second Jehoiakim, the third
Zedekiah, and the fourth Shallum.

16 The sons of Jehoiakim: Jeconiah his
son, and Zedekiah his son.

17 The sons of Jeconiah, the captive:
Shealtiel his son,

18 Malchiram, Pedaiah, Shenazzar,
Jekamiah, Hoshama, and Nedabiah.

19 The sons of Pedaiah: Zerubbabel and
Shimei. The sons of Zerubbabel: Meshul-
lam and Hananiah; and Shelomith was
their sister;

20 and Hashubah, Ohel, Berechiah, Hasa-
diah, and Jushab Hesed, five.

21 The sons of Hananiah: Pelatiah and
Jeshaiah; the sons of Rephaiah, the sons
of Arnan, the sons of Obadiah, the sons of
Shecaniah.

22 The son of Shecaniah: Shemaiah. The
sons of Shemaiah: Hattush, Igal, Bariah,
Neariah, and Shaphat, six.

23The sons of Neariah: Elioenai, Hizkiah,
and Azrikam, three.

24 The sons of Elioenai: Hodaviah,
Eliashib, Pelaiah, Akkub, Johanan, Delaiah,
and Anani, seven.

4
1 The sons of Judah: Perez, Hezron,

Carmi, Hur, and Shobal.
2 Reaiah the son of Shobal became the

father of Jahath; and Jahath became the
father of Ahumai and Lahad. These are the
families of the Zorathites.

3 These were the sons of the father of
Etam: Jezreel, Ishma, and Idbash. The
name of their sister was Hazzelelponi.

4Penuelwas the father of Gedor and Ezer
the father of Hushah. These are the sons of
Hur, the firstborn of Ephrathah, the father
of Bethlehem.

5 Ashhur the father of Tekoa had two
wives, Helah and Naarah.

6 Naarah bore him Ahuzzam, Hepher,
Temeni, and Haahashtari. These were the
sons of Naarah.

7 The sons of Helah were Zereth, Izhar,
and Ethnan.

8 Hakkoz became the father of Anub,
Zobebah, and the families of Aharhel the
son of Harum.

9 Jabez was more honourable than his
brothers. His mother named him Jabez,†
saying, “Because I bore himwith sorrow.”

10 Jabez called on the God‡ of Israel, say-
ing, “Oh that you would bless me indeed,
and enlarge my border! May your hand be
with me, and may you keep me from evil,
that I may not cause pain!”

† 4:9: “Jabez” sounds similar to the Hebrew word for “pain”. ‡ 4:10: The Hebrew word rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑
(Elohim).
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God granted him that which he re-
quested.

11 Chelub the brother of Shuhah became
the father of Mehir, who was the father of
Eshton.

12 Eshton became the father of Beth
Rapha, Paseah, and Tehinnah the father of
Ir Nahash. These are themen of Recah.

13The sonsofKenaz: Othniel andSeraiah.
The sons of Othniel: Hathath.§

14 Meonothai became the father of
Ophrah: and Seraiah became the father
of Joab the father of Ge Harashim, for they
were craftsmen.

15The sons of Caleb the sonof Jephunneh:
Iru, Elah, and Naam. The son of Elah: Ke-
naz.

16 The sons of Jehallelel: Ziph, Ziphah,
Tiria, and Asarel.

17 The sons of Ezrah: Jether, Mered,
Epher, and Jalon; and Mered’s wife bore
Miriam, Shammai, and Ishbah the father of
Eshtemoa.

18 His wife the Jewess bore Jered the fa-
ther of Gedor, Heber the father of Soco, and
Jekuthiel the father of Zanoah. These are
the sons ofBithiah thedaughter of Pharaoh,
whomMered took.

19 The sons of the wife of Hodiah, the
sister of Naham, were the fathers of Keilah
the Garmite and Eshtemoa theMaacathite.

20 The sons of Shimon: Amnon, Rinnah,
Ben Hanan, and Tilon. The sons of Ishi:
Zoheth, and Ben Zoheth.

21The sons of Shelah the son of Judah: Er
the father of Lecah, Laadah the father of
Mareshah, and the families of the house of
those who worked fine linen, of the house
of Ashbea;

22and Jokim, and themen of Cozeba, and
Joash, and Saraph, who had dominion in
Moab, and Jashubilehem. These records
are ancient.

23 These were the potters, and the inhab-
itants of Netaim and Gederah; they lived
there with the king for his work.

24 The sons of Simeon: Nemuel, Jamin,
Jarib, Zerah, Shaul;

25 Shallum his son, Mibsam his son, and
Mishma his son.

26The sons ofMishma: Hammuel his son,
Zaccur his son, Shimei his son.

27Shimei had sixteen sons and six daugh-
ters; but his brothers didn’t havemany chil-
dren, and all their family didn’t multiply
like the children of Judah.

28They livedat Beersheba,Moladah,Haz-
arshual,

29at Bilhah, at Ezem, at Tolad,
30at Bethuel, at Hormah, at Ziklag,

31 at Beth Marcaboth, Hazar Susim, at
Beth Biri, and at Shaaraim. These were
their cities until David’s reign.

32TheirvillageswereEtam,Ain, Rimmon,
Tochen, and Ashan, five cities;

33 and all their villages that were around
the same cities, as far as Baal. These were
their settlements, and they kept their ge-
nealogy.

34Meshobab, Jamlech, Joshah the son of
Amaziah,

35 Joel, Jehu the son of Joshibiah, the son
of Seraiah, the son of Asiel,

36Elioenai, Jaakobah, Jeshohaiah, Asaiah,
Adiel, Jesimiel, Benaiah,

37 and Ziza the son of Shiphi, the son of
Allon, the son of Jedaiah, the son of Shimri,
the son of Shemaiah—

38 thesementionedbynamewere princes
in their families. Their fathers’ houses in-
creased greatly.

39 They went to the entrance of Gedor,
even to the east side of the valley, to seek
pasture for their flocks.

40They found rich, good pasture, and the
land was wide, and quiet, and peaceful,
for those who lived there before were de-
scended fromHam.

41 These written by name came in the
days of Hezekiah king of Judah, and struck
their tents and the Meunim who were
found there; and they destroyed them ut-
terly to this day, and lived in their place,
because there was pasture there for their
flocks.

42 Some of them, even of the sons of
Simeon, five hundred men, went to Mount
Seir, having for their captains Pelatiah,
Neariah, Rephaiah, and Uzziel, the sons of
Ishi.

43 They struck the remnant of the
Amalekites who escaped, and have lived
there to this day.

5
1 The sons of Reuben the firstborn of Is-

rael (for he was the firstborn, but because
he defiled his father’s couch, his birthright
was given to the sons of Joseph the son of
Israel; and the genealogy is not to be listed
according to the birthright.

2For Judah prevailed above his brothers,
and from him came the prince; but the
birthright was Joseph’s)—

3 the sons of Reuben the firstborn of Is-
rael: Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi.

4 The sons of Joel: Shemaiah his son, Gog
his son, Shimei his son,

5Micah his son, Reaiah his son, Baal his
son,

§ 4:13: Greek and Vulgate add “andMeonothai”
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6 and Beerah his son, whom Tilgath Pil-
neser king of Assyria carried away captive.
He was prince of the Reubenites.

7His brothers by their families, when the
genealogy of their generations was listed:
the chief, Jeiel, and Zechariah,

8 and Bela the son of Azaz, the son of
Shema, the son of Joel, who lived in Aroer,
even to Nebo and Baal Meon;

9 and he lived eastward even to the en-
trance of the wilderness from the river Eu-
phrates, because their livestockweremulti-
plied in the land of Gilead.

10 In the days of Saul, theymadewarwith
the Hagrites, who fell by their hand; and
they lived in their tents throughout all the
land east of Gilead.

11The sonsofGad livedbeside themin the
land of Bashan to Salecah:

12 Joel the chief, Shapham the second,
Janai, and Shaphat in Bashan.

13Their brothers of their fathers’ houses:
Michael, Meshullam, Sheba, Jorai, Jacan,
Zia, and Eber, seven.

14These were the sons of Abihail, the son
of Huri, the son of Jaroah, the son of Gilead,
the son of Michael, the son of Jeshishai, the
son of Jahdo, the son of Buz;

15 Ahi the son of Abdiel, the son of Guni,
chief of their fathers’ houses.

16 They lived in Gilead in Bashan and in
its towns, and in all the pasture lands of
Sharon as far as their borders.

17 All these were listed by genealogies in
the days of Jotham king of Judah, and in the
days of Jeroboam king of Israel.

18 The sons of Reuben, the Gadites, and
the half-tribe of Manasseh, of valiant men,
men able to bear buckler and sword, able
to shoot with bow, and skilful in war, were
forty-four thousand and seven hundred
and sixty that were able to go out to war.

19Theymadewar with the Hagrites, with
Jetur, and Naphish, and Nodab.

20 They were helped against them, and
theHagritesweredelivered into theirhand,
and all who were with them; for they cried
to God in the battle, and he answered them
because they put their trust in him.

21They took away their livestock: of their
camels fifty thousand, and of sheep two
hundredandfifty thousand, andofdonkeys
two thousand, and of men one hundred
thousand.

22 For many fell slain, because the war
was of God. They lived in their place until
the captivity.

23 The children of the half-tribe of Man-
asseh lived in the land. They increased
from Bashan to Baal Hermon, Senir, and
Mount Hermon.

24 These were the heads of their fathers’
houses: Epher, Ishi, Eliel, Azriel, Jeremiah,
Hodaviah, and Jahdiel—mighty men of val-
our, famous men, heads of their fathers’
houses.

25 They trespassed against the God of
their fathers, andplayed theprostituteafter
the gods of the peoples of the land whom
God destroyed before them.

26So the God of Israel stirred up the spirit
of Pul king of Assyria, and the spirit of Til-
gathPilneserkingofAssyria, andhecarried
away the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the
half-tribe of Manasseh, and brought them
to Halah, Habor, Hara, and to the river of
Gozan, to this day.

6
1 The sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath, and

Merari.
2 The sons of Kohath: Amram, Izhar, He-

bron, and Uzziel.
3 The children of Amram: Aaron, Moses,

and Miriam. The sons of Aaron: Nadab,
Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar.

4 Eleazar became the father of Phinehas,
Phinehas became the father of Abishua,

5 Abishua became the father of Bukki.
Bukki became the father of Uzzi.

6Uzzi became the father of Zerahiah. Zer-
ahiah became the father of Meraioth.

7Meraioth became the father ofAmariah.
Amariah became the father of Ahitub.

8 Ahitub became the father of Zadok.
Zadok became the father of Ahimaaz.

9Ahimaaz became the father of Azariah.
Azariah became the father of Johanan.

10 Johanan became the father of Azariah,
whoexecuted thepriest’s office in thehouse
that Solomon built in Jerusalem.

11Azariah became the father of Amariah.
Amariah became the father of Ahitub.

12 Ahitub became the father of Zadok.
Zadok became the father of Shallum.

13 Shallum became the father of Hilkiah.
Hilkiah became the father of Azariah.

14 Azariah became the father of Seraiah.
Seraiah became the father of Jehozadak.

15 Jehozadakwent into captivitywhen the
LORDcarried Judahand Jerusalemawayby
the hand of Nebuchadnezzar.

16The sonsofLevi: Gershom,Kohath, and
Merari.

17 These are the names of the sons of
Gershom: Libni and Shimei.

18The sons of KohathwereAmram, Izhar,
Hebron, and Uzziel.

19 The sons of Merari: Mahli and Mushi.
These are the families of the Levites accord-
ing to their fathers’ households.

20 Of Gershom: Libni his son, Jahath his
son, Zimmah his son,
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21 Joahhis son, Iddohis son, Zerahhis son,
and Jeatherai his son.

22 The sons of Kohath: Amminadab his
son, Korah his son, Assir his son,

23Elkanahhis son, Ebiasaphhis son, Assir
his son,

24Tahath his son, Uriel his son, Uzziah his
son, and Shaul his son.

25 The sons of Elkanah: Amasai and Ahi-
moth.

26 As for Elkanah, the sons of Elkanah:
Zophai his son, Nahath his son,

27 Eliab his son, Jeroham his son, and
Elkanah his son.

28 The sons of Samuel: the firstborn, Joel,
and the second, Abijah.

29 The sons of Merari: Mahli, Libni his
son, Shimei his son, Uzzah his son,

30Shimeahis son,Haggiahhis son, Asaiah
his son.

31Theseare theywhomDavid set over the
serviceof song in theLORD’shouseafter the
ark came to rest there.

32 They ministered with song before the
tabernacle of the Tent of Meeting until
Solomon had built the LORD’s house in
Jerusalem. They performed the duties of
their office according to their order.

33 These are those who served, and their
sons. Of the sons of the Kohathites: Heman
the singer, the son of Joel, the son of Samuel,

34 the son of Elkanah, the son of Jeroham,
the son of Eliel, the son of Toah,

35 the son of Zuph, the son of Elkanah, the
son of Mahath, the son of Amasai,

36 the son of Elkanah, the son of Joel, the
son of Azariah, the son of Zephaniah,

37 the son of Tahath, the son of Assir, the
son of Ebiasaph, the son of Korah,

38 the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the
son of Levi, the son of Israel.

39 His brother Asaph, who stood on
his right hand, even Asaph the son of
Berechiah, the son of Shimea,

40 the son ofMichael, the son of Baaseiah,
the son of Malchijah,

41 the son of Ethni, the son of Zerah, the
son of Adaiah,

42 the sonofEthan, the sonofZimmah, the
son of Shimei,

43 the son of Jahath, the son of Gershom,
the son of Levi.

44On the left hand their brothers the sons
of Merari: Ethan the son of Kishi, the son of
Abdi, the son of Malluch,

45 the son of Hashabiah, the son of
Amaziah, the son of Hilkiah,

46 the son of Amzi, the son of Bani, the son
of Shemer,

47 the son of Mahli, the son of Mushi, the
son of Merari, the son of Levi.

48 Their brothers the Levites were ap-
pointed for all the service of the tabernacle
of God’s house.

49 But Aaron and his sons offered on the
altar of burnt offering, and on the altar of
incense, for all the work of the most holy
place, and to make atonement for Israel,
according to all that Moses the servant of
God had commanded.

50Theseare the sonsofAaron: Eleazarhis
son, Phinehas his son, Abishua his son,

51Bukkihis son, Uzzi his son, Zerahiahhis
son,

52Meraioth his son, Amariah his son, Ahi-
tub his son,

53Zadok his son, and Ahimaaz his son.
54 Now these are their dwelling places

according to their encampments in their
borders: to the sons of Aaron, of the fami-
lies of theKohathites (for theirswas thefirst
lot),

55 to them they gaveHebron in the land of
Judah, and its pasture lands around it;

56but the fields of the city and its villages,
they gave to Caleb the son of Jephunneh.

57 To the sons of Aaron they gave the
cities of refuge, Hebron, Libnah also with
its pasture lands, Jattir, Eshtemoa with its
pasture lands,

58Hilenwith its pasture lands, Debirwith
its pasture lands,

59Ashan with its pasture lands, and Beth
Shemesh with its pasture lands;

60 and out of the tribe of Benjamin, Geba
with its pasture lands, Allemeth with its
pasture lands, and Anathoth with its pas-
ture lands. All their cities throughout their
families were thirteen cities.

61 To the rest of the sons of Kohath were
given by lot, out of the family of the tribe,
out of the half-tribe, the half of Manasseh,
ten cities.

62 To the sons of Gershom, according to
their families, out of the tribe of Issachar,
and out of the tribe of Asher, and out of
the tribe of Naphtali, and out of the tribe of
Manasseh in Bashan, thirteen cities.

63To the sons ofMerari were given by lot,
according to their families, out of the tribe
of Reuben, and out of the tribe of Gad, and
out of the tribe of Zebulun, twelve cities.

64 The children of Israel gave to the
Levites the cities with their pasture lands.

65 They gave by lot out of the tribe of the
children of Judah, and out of the tribe of the
children of Simeon, and out of the tribe of
the childrenof Benjamin, these citieswhich
arementioned by name.

66 Some of the families of the sons of Ko-
hath had cities of their borders out of the
tribe of Ephraim.
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67 They gave to them the cities of refuge,
Shechem in the hill country of Ephraim
with its pasture lands and Gezer with its
pasture lands,

68 Jokmeam with its pasture lands, Beth
Horon with its pasture lands,

69 Aijalon with its pasture lands, Gath
Rimmonwith its pasture lands;

70 and out of the half-tribe of Manasseh,
Aner with its pasture lands, and Bileam
with its pasture lands, for the rest of the
family of the sons of Kohath.

71To the sons of Gershomwere given, out
of the family of the half-tribe of Manasseh,
Golan in Bashanwith its pasture lands, and
Ashtaroth with its pasture lands;

72 and out of the tribe of Issachar, Kedesh
with its pasture lands, Daberath with its
pasture lands,

73 Ramoth with its pasture lands, and
Anemwith its pasture lands;

74 and out of the tribe of Asher, Mashal
with its pasture lands, Abdon with its pas-
ture lands,

75 Hukok with its pasture lands, and Re-
hob with its pasture lands;

76and out of the tribe of Naphtali, Kedesh
in Galilee with its pasture lands, Hammon
with its pasture lands, and Kiriathaimwith
its pasture lands.

77 To the rest of the Levites, the sons of
Merari, were given, out of the tribe of Ze-
bulun, Rimmonowith its pasture lands, and
Tabor with its pasture lands;

78 and beyond the Jordan at Jericho, on
the east side of the Jordan, were given them
out of the tribe of Reuben: Bezer in the
wilderness with its pasture lands, Jahzah
with its pasture lands,

79 Kedemoth with its pasture lands, and
Mephaath with its pasture lands;

80 and out of the tribe of Gad, Ramoth
in Gilead with its pasture lands, Mahanaim
with its pasture lands,

81 Heshbon with its pasture lands, and
Jazer with its pasture lands.

7
1 Of the sons of Issachar: Tola, Puah,

Jashub, and Shimron, four.
2 The sons of Tola: Uzzi, Rephaiah, Jeriel,

Jahmai, Ibsam, and Shemuel, heads of their
fathers’ houses, of Tola; mighty men of val-
our in their generations. Their number in
the days of Davidwas twenty-two thousand
and six hundred.

3 The son of Uzzi: Izrahiah. The sons
of Izrahiah: Michael, Obadiah, Joel, and
Isshiah, five; all of them chief men.

4 With them, by their generations, after
their fathers’ houses, were bands of the

army for war, thirty-six thousand; for they
hadmanywives and sons.

5 Their brothers amongst all the families
of Issachar, mighty men of valour, listed in
all by genealogy, were eighty-seven thou-
sand.

6The sons of Benjamin: Bela, Becher, and
Jediael, three.

7 The sons of Bela: Ezbon, Uzzi, Uzziel,
Jerimoth, and Iri, five; heads of fathers’
houses, mighty men of valour; and they
were listed by genealogy twenty-two thou-
sand and thirty-four.

8 The sons of Becher: Zemirah, Joash,
Eliezer, Elioenai, Omri, Jeremoth, Abijah,
Anathoth, and Alemeth. All these were the
sons of Becher.

9 They were listed by genealogy, after
their generations, heads of their fathers’
houses, mightymen of valour, twenty thou-
sand and two hundred.

10 The son of Jediael: Bilhan. The sons of
Bilhan: Jeush, Benjamin, Ehud, Chenaanah,
Zethan, Tarshish, and Ahishahar.

11 All these were sons of Jediael, accord-
ing to theheadsof their fathers’households,
mighty men of valour, seventeen thousand
and two hundred, who were able to go out
in the army for war.

12 So were Shuppim, Huppim, the sons of
Ir, Hushim, and the sons of Aher.

13 The sons of Naphtali: Jahziel, Guni,
Jezer, Shallum, and the sons of Bilhah.

14 The sons of Manasseh: Asriel, whom
his concubine the Aramitess bore. She bore
Machir the father of Gilead.

15 Machir took a wife of Huppim and
Shuppim,whose sister’s namewasMaacah.
The name of the second was Zelophehad;
and Zelophehad had daughters.

16Maacah the wife of Machir bore a son,
and she named him Peresh. The name of
his brother was Sheresh; and his sons were
Ulam and Rakem.

17 The sons of Ulam: Bedan. These were
the sons of Gilead the son ofMachir, the son
of Manasseh.

18His sister Hammolecheth bore Ishhod,
Abiezer, andMahlah.

19 The sons of Shemida were Ahian,
Shechem, Likhi, and Aniam.

20The sons of Ephraim: Shuthelah, Bered
his son, Tahath his son, Eleadah his son,
Tahath his son,

21 Zabad his son, Shuthelah his son, Ezer,
andElead,whomthemenofGathwhowere
born in the land killed, because they came
down to take away their livestock.

22 Ephraim their father mourned many
days, andhis brothers came to comfort him.

23 He went in to his wife, and she con-
ceived and bore a son, and he named him
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Beriah,† because therewas troublewith his
house.

24 His daughter was Sheerah, who built
Beth Horon the lower and the upper, and
Uzzen Sheerah.

25 Rephah was his son, Resheph his son,
Telah his son, Tahan his son,

26 Ladan his son, Ammihud his son, El-
ishama his son,

27Nun his son, and Joshua his son.
28 Their possessions and settlements

were Bethel and its towns, and eastward
Naaran, and westward Gezer with its
towns; Shechem also and its towns, to
Azzah and its towns;

29 and by the borders of the children
of Manasseh, Beth Shean and its towns,
Taanach and its towns, Megiddo and its
towns, and Dor and its towns. The children
of Joseph the son of Israel lived in these.

30 The sons of Asher: Imnah, Ishvah,
Ishvi, and Beriah. Serah was their sister.

31 The sons of Beriah: Heber and
Malchiel, who was the father of Birzaith.

32 Heber became the father of Japhlet,
Shomer, Hotham, and Shua their sister.

33 The sons of Japhlet: Pasach, Bimhal,
and Ashvath. These are the children of
Japhlet.

34 The sons of Shemer: Ahi, Rohgah, Je-
hubbah, and Aram.

35The sons ofHelemhis brother: Zophah,
Imna, Shelesh, and Amal.

36 The sons of Zophah: Suah, Harnepher,
Shual, Beri, Imrah,

37 Bezer, Hod, Shamma, Shilshah, Ithran,
and Beera.

38 The sons of Jether: Jephunneh, Pispa,
and Ara.

39 The sons of Ulla: Arah, Hanniel, and
Rizia.

40 All these were the children of Asher,
heads of the fathers’ houses, choice and
mighty men of valour, chief of the princes.
The number of them listed by genealogy
for service in war was twenty-six thousand
men.

8
1Benjamin became the father of Bela his

firstborn, Ashbel the second, Aharah the
third,

2Nohah the fourth, and Rapha the fifth.
3Bela had sons: Addar, Gera, Abihud,
4Abishua, Naaman, Ahoah,
5Gera, Shephuphan, and Huram.
6 These are the sons of Ehud. These are

the heads of fathers’ households of the in-
habitants of Geba, who were carried cap-
tive to Manahath:

7Naaman, Ahijah, and Gera, who carried
them captive; and he became the father of
Uzza and Ahihud.

8 Shaharaim became the father of chil-
dren in the field of Moab, after he had sent
them away. Hushim and Baara were his
wives.

9 By Hodesh his wife, he became the fa-
ther of Jobab, Zibia, Mesha, Malcam,

10 Jeuz, Shachia, andMirmah. Thesewere
his sons, heads of fathers’ households.

11 By Hushim, he became the father of
Abitub and Elpaal.

12 The sons of Elpaal: Eber, Misham, and
Shemed, who built Ono and Lod, with its
towns;

13 and Beriah and Shema, who were
heads of fathers’ households of the inhabi-
tants of Aijalon, who put to flight the inhab-
itants of Gath;

14and Ahio, Shashak, Jeremoth,
15Zebadiah, Arad, Eder,
16 Michael, Ishpah, Joha, the sons of Be-

riah,
17Zebadiah, Meshullam, Hizki, Heber,
18 Ishmerai, Izliah, Jobab, the sons of El-

paal,
19 Jakim, Zichri, Zabdi,
20Elienai, Zillethai, Eliel,
21Adaiah, Beraiah, Shimrath, the sons of

Shimei,
22 Ishpan, Eber, Eliel,
23Abdon, Zichri, Hanan,
24Hananiah, Elam, Anthothijah,
25 Iphdeiah, Penuel, the sons of Shashak,
26 Shamsherai, Shehariah, Athaliah,
27 Jaareshiah, Elijah, Zichri, and the sons

of Jeroham.
28 These were heads of fathers’ house-

holds throughout their generations, chief
men. These lived in Jerusalem.

29 The father of Gibeon, whose wife’s
namewasMaacah, lived in Gibeon

30with his firstborn son Abdon, Zur, Kish,
Baal, Nadab,

31Gedor, Ahio, Zecher,
32 andMikloth, who became the father of

Shimeah. They also lived with their fami-
lies in Jerusalem, near their relatives.

33 Ner became the father of Kish. Kish
became the father of Saul. Saul became the
father of Jonathan, Malchishua, Abinadab,
and Eshbaal.

34 The son of Jonathan was Merib-baal.
Merib-baal became the father of Micah.

35 The sons of Micah: Pithon, Melech,
Tarea, and Ahaz.

36 Ahaz became the father of Jehoaddah.
Jehoaddah became the father of Alemeth,

† 7:23: “Beriah” is similar to the Hebrewword for “misfortune”.
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Azmaveth, and Zimri. Zimri became the
father of Moza.

37 Moza became the father of Binea.
Raphah was his son, Eleasah his son, and
Azel his son.

38 Azel had six sons, whose names
are these: Azrikam, Bocheru, Ishmael,
Sheariah, Obadiah, and Hanan. All these
were the sons of Azel.

39The sons of Eshek his brother: Ulamhis
firstborn, Jeush the second, and Eliphelet
the third.

40 The sons of Ulam were mighty men of
valour, archers, and had many sons, and
grandsons, one hundred and fifty. All these
were of the sons of Benjamin.

9
1 So all Israel were listed by genealogies;

and behold,† they arewritten in the book of
the kings of Israel. Judah was carried away
captive to Babylon for their disobedience.

2 Now the first inhabitants who lived in
their possessions in their cities were Israel,
the priests, the Levites, and the temple ser-
vants.

3 In Jerusalem, there lived of the children
of Judah, of the children of Benjamin, and
of the children of Ephraim andManasseh:

4 Uthai the son of Ammihud, the son of
Omri, the son of Imri, the son of Bani, of the
children of Perez the son of Judah.

5 Of the Shilonites: Asaiah the firstborn
and his sons.

6 Of the sons of Zerah: Jeuel and their
brothers, six hundred and ninety.

7Of the sons of Benjamin: Sallu the son of
Meshullam, the son of Hodaviah, the son of
Hassenuah;

8 and Ibneiah the son of Jeroham, and
Elah the son of Uzzi, the son of Michri; and
MeshullamthesonofShephatiah, the sonof
Reuel, the son of Ibnijah;

9 and their brothers, according to their
generations, nine hundred and fifty-six. All
these men were heads of fathers’ house-
holds by their fathers’ houses.

10 Of the priests: Jedaiah, Jehoiarib,
Jachin,

11 and Azariah the son of Hilkiah, the son
of Meshullam, the son of Zadok, the son of
Meraioth, the son of Ahitub, the ruler of
God’s house;

12and Adaiah the son of Jeroham, the son
of Pashhur, the son of Malchijah; and Maa-
sai the son of Adiel, the son of Jahzerah, the
son of Meshullam, the son of Meshillemith,
the son of Immer;

13 and their brothers, heads of their fa-
thers’houses, one thousand and sevenhun-
dred and sixty; theywere very ablemen for
the work of the service of God’s house.

14 Of the Levites: Shemaiah the son of
Hasshub, the son of Azrikam, the son of
Hashabiah, of the sons of Merari;

15 and Bakbakkar, Heresh, Galal, and
Mattaniah the son ofMica, the son of Zichri,
the son of Asaph,

16 and Obadiah the son of Shemaiah, the
son of Galal, the son of Jeduthun; and
Berechiah the son of Asa, the son of Elka-
nah, who lived in the villages of the Ne-
tophathites.

17 The gatekeepers: Shallum, Akkub, Tal-
mon, Ahiman, and their brothers (Shallum
was the chief),

18 who previously served in the king’s
gate eastward. They were the gatekeepers
for the camp of the children of Levi.

19Shallumwas the son of Kore, the son of
Ebiasaph, the son of Korah, and his broth-
ers, of his father’s house, the Korahites,
were over the work of the service, keepers
of the thresholds of the tent. Their fathers
had been over the LORD’s camp, keepers of
the entry.

20 Phinehas the son of Eleazar was ruler
over them in time past, and the LORD was
with him.

21Zechariah the son of Meshelemiah was
gatekeeper of the door of the Tent of Meet-
ing.

22 All these who were chosen to be gate-
keepers in the thresholds were two hun-
dred and twelve. These were listed by ge-
nealogy in their villages, whom David and
Samuel the seer ordained in their office of
trust.

23So they and their childrenhad the over-
sight of the gates of the LORD’s house, even
the house of the tent, as guards.

24On the four sideswere the gatekeepers,
towards the east, west, north, and south.

25Theirbrothers, in their villages,were to
come in every seven days from time to time
to be with them,

26 for the four chief gatekeepers, who
were Levites, were in an office of trust, and
were over the rooms and over the trea-
suries in God’s house.

27 They stayed around God’s house, be-
cause that was their duty; and it was their
duty to open it morning bymorning.

28 Certain of them were in charge of the
vessels of service, for these were brought
in by count, and these were taken out by
count.

† 9:1: “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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29Someof themalsowere appointed over
the furniture, and over all the vessels of the
sanctuary, over the fine flour, the wine, the
oil, the frankincense, and the spices.

30Someof the sonsof thepriestsprepared
themixing of the spices.

31Mattithiah, one of the Levites, whowas
the firstborn of Shallum the Korahite, had
the office of trust over the things that were
baked in pans.

32 Some of their brothers, of the sons of
the Kohathites, were over the show bread,
to prepare it every Sabbath.

33These are the singers, heads of fathers’
households of the Levites, who lived in the
roomsandwere free fromother service, for
they were employed in their work day and
night.

34 These were heads of fathers’ house-
holds of the Levites, throughout their
generations, chief men. They lived at
Jerusalem.

35 Jeiel the father of Gibeon, whose wife’s
namewasMaacah, lived in Gibeon.

36His firstborn son was Abdon, then Zur,
Kish, Baal, Ner, Nadab,

37Gedor, Ahio, Zechariah, andMikloth.
38Miklothbecame the father of Shimeam.

They also lived with their relatives in
Jerusalem, near their relatives.

39 Ner became the father of Kish. Kish
became the father of Saul. Saul became the
father of Jonathan, Malchishua, Abinadab,
and Eshbaal.

40 The son of Jonathan was Merib-baal.
Merib-baal became the father of Micah.

41 The sons of Micah: Pithon, Melech,
Tahrea, and Ahaz.

42Ahaz became the father of Jarah. Jarah
became the father of Alemeth, Azmaveth,
and Zimri. Zimri became the father of
Moza.

43 Moza became the father of Binea,
Rephaiah his son, Eleasah his son, and Azel
his son.

44 Azel had six sons, whose names are
Azrikam, Bocheru, Ishmael, Sheariah, Oba-
diah, and Hanan. These were the sons of
Azel.

10
1 Now the Philistines fought against Is-

rael; and the men of Israel fled from be-
fore the Philistines, and fell down slain on
Mount Gilboa.

2The Philistines followed hard after Saul
and after his sons; and the Philistines killed
Jonathan, Abinadab, and Malchishua, the
sons of Saul.

3 The battle went hard against Saul, and
the archers overtook him; and he was dis-
tressed by reason of the archers.

4 Then Saul said to his armour bearer,
“Draw your sword, and thrust me through
with it, lest these uncircumcised come and
abuseme.”
But his armour bearer would not, for

he was terrified. Therefore Saul took his
sword and fell on it.

5When his armour bearer saw that Saul
was dead, he likewise fell on his sword and
died.

6 So Saul died with his three sons; and all
his house died together.

7When all the men of Israel who were in
the valley saw that they fled, and that Saul
and his sons were dead, they abandoned
their cities, and fled; and the Philistines
came and lived in them.

8 On the next day, when the Philistines
came to strip the slain, they found Saul and
his sons fallen onMount Gilboa.

9They strippedhimand tookhisheadand
his armour, then sent into the land of the
Philistines all around to carry the news to
their idols and to the people.

10 They put his armour in the house of
their gods, and fastened his head in the
house of Dagon.

11 When all Jabesh Gilead heard all that
the Philistines had done to Saul,

12all thevaliantmenarose and tookaway
the body of Saul and the bodies of his sons,
and brought them to Jabesh, and buried
their bones under the oak in Jabesh, and
fasted seven days.

13 So Saul died for his trespass which he
committedagainst theLORD,becauseof the
LORD’s word, which he didn’t keep, and
also because he asked counsel of one who
had a familiar spirit, to enquire,

14 and didn’t enquire of the LORD. There-
fore he killed him, and turned the kingdom
over to David the son of Jesse.

11
1 Then all Israel gathered themselves to

David to Hebron, saying, “Behold, we are
your bone and your flesh.

2 In times past, even when Saul was king,
itwasyouwho ledoutandbrought in Israel.
The LORD your God said to you, ‘You shall
be shepherd of my people Israel, and you
shall be prince over my people Israel.’ ”

3 So all the elders of Israel came to the
king toHebron; andDavidmadea covenant
with them inHebronbefore theLORD.They
anointed David king over Israel, according
to the LORD’s word by Samuel.

4 David and all Israel went to Jerusalem
(also called Jebus); and the Jebusites, the
inhabitants of the land, were there.

5 The inhabitants of Jebus said to David,
“You will not come in here!” Nevertheless
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David took the stronghold of Zion. The
same is David’s city.

6 David had said, “Whoever strikes the
Jebusites first shall be chief and captain.”
Joab the son of Zeruiah went up first, and
wasmade chief.

7David lived in the stronghold; therefore
they called it David’s city.

8He built the city all around, from Millo
even around; and Joab repaired the rest of
the city.

9David grew greater and greater, for the
LORD of Armies was with him.

10 Now these are the chief of the mighty
men whom David had, who showed them-
selves strong with him in his kingdom, to-
gether with all Israel, to make him king,
according to the LORD’s word concerning
Israel.

11 This is the number of the mighty men
whom David had: Jashobeam, the son of
a Hachmonite, the chief of the thirty; he
lifted up his spear against three hundred
and killed them at one time.

12After him was Eleazar the son of Dodo,
the Ahohite, who was one of the three
mighty men.

13 He was with David at Pasdammim,
and there the Philistines were gathered to-
gether to battle, where there was a plot of
ground full of barley; and the people fled
from before the Philistines.

14 They stood in the middle of the plot,
defended it, and killed the Philistines; and
the LORD saved them by a great victory.

15 Three of the thirty chief men went
down to the rock to David, into the cave
of Adullam; and the army of the Philistines
were encamped in the valley of Rephaim.

16David was then in the stronghold, and
the garrison of the Philistines was in Beth-
lehem at that time.

17David longed, and said, “Oh, that some-
one would give me water to drink from the
well of Bethlehem, which is by the gate!”

18 The three broke through the army of
the Philistines, and drew water out of the
well of Bethlehem thatwas by the gate, took
it, and brought it to David; but Davidwould
not drink any of it, but poured it out to the
LORD,

19 and said, “My God forbid me, that I
should do this! Shall I drink the blood of
these men who have put their lives in jeop-
ardy?” For they risked their lives to bring it.
Therefore he would not drink it. The three
mighty men did these things.

20Abishai, the brother of Joab, was chief
of the three; for he lifted up his spear

against three hundred and killed them, and
had a name amongst the three.

21Of the three, he was more honourable
than the two, and was made their captain;
however he wasn’t included in the three.

22 Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, the son
of a valiant man of Kabzeel, who had done
mighty deeds, killed the two sons of Ariel of
Moab. He also went down and killed a lion
in themiddle of a pit on a snowy day.

23 He killed an Egyptian, a man of great
stature, five cubits† high. In the Egyptian’s
handwas a spear like aweaver’s beam; and
he went down to him with a staff, plucked
the spear out of the Egyptian’s hand, and
killed himwith his own spear.

24 Benaiah the son of Jehoiada did these
things and had a name amongst the three
mighty men.

25 Behold, he was more honourable than
the thirty, but he didn’t attain to the three;
and David set him over his guard.

26 The mighty men of the armies also in-
clude Asahel the brother of Joab, Elhanan
the son of Dodo of Bethlehem,

27 Shammoth the Harorite, Helez the
Pelonite,

28 Ira the son of Ikkesh the Tekoite,
Abiezer the Anathothite,

29 Sibbecai the Hushathite, Ilai the Aho-
hite,

30 Maharai the Netophathite, Heled the
son of Baanah the Netophathite,

31 Ithai the son of Ribai of Gibeah of
the children of Benjamin, Benaiah the Pi-
rathonite,

32Hurai of the brooks of Gaash, Abiel the
Arbathite,

33Azmaveth the Baharumite, Eliahba the
Shaalbonite,

34 the sons of Hashem the Gizonite,
Jonathan the son of Shagee the Hararite,

35 Ahiam the son of Sacar the Hararite,
Eliphal the son of Ur,

36 Hepher the Mecherathite, Ahijah the
Pelonite,

37Hezro the Carmelite, Naarai the son of
Ezbai,

38 Joel the brother of Nathan, Mibhar the
son of Hagri,

39 Zelek the Ammonite, Naharai the
Berothite (the armour bearer of Joab the
son of Zeruiah),

40 Ira the Ithrite, Gareb the Ithrite,
41 Uriah the Hittite, Zabad the son of

Ahlai,
42 Adina the son of Shiza the Reubenite

(a chief of the Reubenites), and thirty with
him,

† 11:23: A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimetres. Therefore this Egyptian was about 7 feet and 6 inches or 2.28 metres tall.



1 Chronicles 11:43 356 1 Chronicles 12:32

43 Hanan the son of Maacah, Joshaphat
the Mithnite,

44Uzzia theAshterathite, Shama and Jeiel
the sons of Hotham the Aroerite,

45 Jediael the son of Shimri, and Joha his
brother, the Tizite,

46 Eliel the Mahavite, and Jeribai, and
Joshaviah, the sons of Elnaam, and Ithmah
theMoabite,

47Eliel, Obed, and Jaasiel the Mezobaite.

12
1Now these are those who came to David

to Ziklag while he was a fugitive from Saul
the son of Kish. They were amongst the
mighty men, his helpers in war.

2They were armed with bows, and could
use both the right hand and the left in sling-
ing stones and in shooting arrows from the
bow. They were of Saul’s relatives of the
tribe of Benjamin.

3 The chief was Ahiezer, then Joash, the
sons of Shemaah the Gibeathite; Jeziel and
Pelet, the sons of Azmaveth; Beracah; Jehu
the Anathothite;

4 Ishmaiah the Gibeonite, a mighty man
amongst the thirty and a leader of the
thirty; Jeremiah; Jahaziel; Johanan; Joz-
abad the Gederathite;

5 Eluzai; Jerimoth; Bealiah; Shemariah;
Shephatiah the Haruphite;

6 Elkanah, Isshiah, Azarel, Joezer, and
Jashobeam, the Korahites;

7 and Joelah and Zebadiah, the sons of
Jeroham of Gedor.

8 Some Gadites joined David in the
stronghold in the wilderness, mighty men
of valour, men trained for war, who could
handle shield and spear; whose faces were
like the faces of lions, and theywereas swift
as the gazelles on themountains:

9Ezer the chief, Obadiah the second, Eliab
the third,

10Mishmannah the fourth, Jeremiah the
fifth,

11Attai the sixth, Eliel the seventh,
12 Johanan the eighth, Elzabad the ninth,
13 Jeremiah the tenth, and Machbannai

the eleventh.
14These of the sons of Gad were captains

of the army. He who was least was equal
to one hundred, and the greatest to one
thousand.

15 These are those who went over the
Jordan in the firstmonth, when it had over-
flowedall its banks; and theyput toflight all
who lived in the valleys, both towards the
east and towards the west.

16 Some of the children of Benjamin and
Judah came to the stronghold to David.

17 David went out to meet them, and an-
swered them, “If you have come peaceably

to me to help me, my heart will be united
with you; but if you have come to betrayme
to my adversaries, since there is no wrong
inmyhands,may theGod of our fathers see
this and rebuke it.”

18 Then the Spirit came on Amasai, who
was chief of the thirty, and he said, “We are
yours, David, and on your side, you son of
Jesse. Peace, peace be to you, and peace be
to your helpers; for your God helps you.”
Then David received them and made them
captains of the band.

19 Some of Manasseh also joined David
when he came with the Philistines against
Saul to battle, but they didn’t help them, for
the lords of the Philistines sent him away
after consultation, saying, “He will desert
to his master Saul to the jeopardy of our
heads.”

20 As he went to Ziklag, some from Man-
asseh joined him: Adnah, Jozabad, Jediael,
Michael, Jozabad, Elihu, and Zillethai, cap-
tains of thousands whowere of Manasseh.

21 They helped David against the band of
raiders, for they were all mighty men of
valour and were captains in the army.

22For fromday to daymen came to David
to help him, until there was a great army,
like God’s army.

23 These are the numbers of the heads of
those who were armed for war, who came
to David to Hebron to turn the kingdom of
Saul to him, according to the LORD’s word.

24 The children of Judah who bore shield
and spearwere six thousandand eight hun-
dred, armed for war.

25Of the children of Simeon, mighty men
of valour for the war: seven thousand and
one hundred.

26Of the children of Levi: four thousand
and six hundred.

27 Jehoiada was the leader of the house-
hold of Aaron; and with him were three
thousand and seven hundred,

28 and Zadok, a young man mighty of
valour, andof his father’s house twenty-two
captains.

29Of the children of Benjamin, Saul’s rel-
atives: three thousand, for until then, the
greatest part of them had kept their alle-
giance to Saul’s house.

30 Of the children of Ephraim: twenty
thousand and eight hundred, mighty men
of valour, famous men in their fathers’
houses.

31Of the half-tribe ofManasseh: eighteen
thousand,whowerementionedbyname, to
come andmake David king.

32 Of the children of Issachar, men who
had understanding of the times, to know
what Israel ought to do, their heads were
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two hundred; and all their brotherswere at
their command.

33 Of Zebulun, such as were able to go
out in the army, who could set the battle
in array with all kinds of instruments of
war: fifty thousand who could command
andwere not of double heart.

34 Of Naphtali: one thousand captains,
andwith themwith shield and spear thirty-
seven thousand.

35Of the Danites who could set the battle
in array: twenty-eight thousand and six
hundred.

36Of Asher, such as were able to go out in
the army, who could set the battle in array:
forty thousand.

37 On the other side of the Jordan, of the
Reubenites, the Gadites, and of the half-
tribe of Manasseh, with all kinds of instru-
ments of war for the battle: one hundred
and twenty thousand.

38 All these were men of war who could
order the battle array, and came with a
perfect heart to Hebron tomake David king
over all Israel; and all the rest also of Israel
were of one heart to make David king.

39Theywere therewith David three days,
eating and drinking; for their brothers had
supplied provisions for them.

40 Moreover those who were near to
them, as far as Issachar, Zebulun, and
Naphtali, brought bread on donkeys, on
camels, on mules, and on oxen: supplies
of flour, cakes of figs, clusters of raisins,
wine, oil, cattle, and sheep in abundance;
for there was joy in Israel.

13
1 David consulted with the captains of

thousands and of hundreds, even with ev-
ery leader.

2David said to all the assembly of Israel,
“If it seems good to you, and if it is of the
LORD our God, let’s send word everywhere
to our brothers who are left in all the land
of Israel, withwhom the priests and Levites
are in their cities that have pasture lands,
that theymay gather themselves to us.

3Also, let’s bring the ark of our God back
to us again, for we didn’t seek it in the days
of Saul.”

4All the assembly said that theywould do
so, for the thing was right in the eyes of all
the people.

5 So David assembled all Israel together,
from the Shihor River of Egypt even to the
entrance of Hamath, to bring God’s ark
from Kiriath Jearim.

6David went up with all Israel to Baalah,
that is, to Kiriath Jearim, which belonged

to Judah, to bring up from there God the
LORD’s ark that sits above the cherubim,
that is called by the Name.

7 They carried God’s ark on a new cart,
andbrought it out of Abinadab’s house; and
Uzza and Ahio drove the cart.

8 David and all Israel played before God
with all their might, even with songs, with
harps,with stringed instruments,with tam-
bourines,with cymbals, andwith trumpets.

9When they came to Chidon’s threshing
floor, Uzza put out his hand to hold the ark,
for the oxen stumbled.

10 The LORD’s anger burnt against Uzza,
and he struck him because he put his hand
on the ark; and he died there before God.

11 David was displeased, because the
LORD had broken out against Uzza. He
called that place Perez Uzza, to this day.

12 David was afraid of God that day, say-
ing, “How can I bring God’s ark home to
me?”

13 So David didn’t move the ark with him
into David’s city, but carried it aside into
Obed-Edom the Gittite’s house.

14 God’s ark remained with the family of
Obed-Edom in his house threemonths; and
the LORD blessed Obed-Edom’s house and
all that he had.

14
1Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers to

David with cedar trees, masons, and car-
penters, to build him a house.

2 David perceived that the LORD had es-
tablished him king over Israel, for his king-
dom was highly exalted, for his people Is-
rael’s sake.

3 David took more wives in Jerusalem,
and David became the father of more sons
and daughters.

4 These are the names of the children
whom he had in Jerusalem: Shammua,
Shobab, Nathan, Solomon,

5 Ibhar, Elishua, Elpelet,
6Nogah, Nepheg, Japhia,
7Elishama, Beeliada, and Eliphelet.
8 When the Philistines heard that David

was anointed king over all Israel, all the
Philistines went up to seek David; and
David heard of it, and went out against
them.

9Now the Philistines had come andmade
a raid in the valley of Rephaim.

10 David enquired of God, saying, “Shall
I go up against the Philistines? Will you
deliver them intomy hand?”
The LORD said to him, “Go up; for I will

deliver them into your hand.”
† 14:11: “Baal Perazim” means “The Lord who breaks out”.
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11 So they came up to Baal Perazim, and
David defeated them there. David said, God
has broken my enemies by my hand, like
waters breaking out. Therefore they called
the name of that place Baal Perazim.†

12 They left their gods there; and David
gave a command, and theywere burntwith
fire.

13 The Philistines made another raid in
the valley.

14David enquired again of God; and God
said to him, “You shall not go up after them.
Turn away from them, and come on them
opposite themulberry trees.

15When you hear the sound of marching
in the topsof themulberry trees, thengoout
to battle; for God has gone out before you to
strike the army of the Philistines.”

16David did as God commanded him; and
they attacked the army of the Philistines
from Gibeon even to Gezer.

17 The fame of David went out into all
lands; and theLORDbrought the fearofhim
on all nations.

15
1 David made himself houses in David’s

city; and he prepared a place for God’s ark,
and pitched a tent for it.

2Then David said, “No one ought to carry
God’s ark but the Levites. For the LORD
has chosen them to carry God’s ark, and to
minister to him forever.”

3David assembled all Israel at Jerusalem,
to bring up the LORD’s ark to its place,
which he had prepared for it.

4 David gathered together the sons of
Aaron and the Levites:

5of the sonsofKohath,Uriel the chief, and
his brothers one hundred and twenty;

6 of the sons of Merari, Asaiah the chief,
and his brothers two hundred and twenty;

7 of the sons of Gershom, Joel the chief,
and his brothers one hundred and thirty;

8 of the sons of Elizaphan, Shemaiah the
chief, and his brothers two hundred;

9of the sonsofHebron, Eliel the chief, and
his brothers eighty;

10 of the sons of Uzziel, Amminadab the
chief, and his brothers one hundred and
twelve.

11 David called for Zadok and Abiathar
the priests, and for the Levites: for Uriel,
Asaiah, Joel, Shemaiah, Eliel, and Ammi-
nadab,

12 and said to them, “You are the heads of
the fathers’households of theLevites. Sanc-
tify yourselves, bothyouandyourbrothers,
that youmay bring the ark of the LORD, the
God of Israel, up to the place that I have
prepared for it.

13 For because you didn’t carry it at first,
the LORD our God broke out in anger
against us, because we didn’t seek him ac-
cording to the ordinance.”

14So the priests and the Levites sanctified
themselves to bring up the ark of the LORD,
the God of Israel.

15 The children of the Levites bore God’s
ark on their shoulders with its poles, as
Moses commandedaccording to theLORD’s
word.

16 David spoke to the chief of the Levites
to appoint their brothers as singers with in-
struments of music, stringed instruments,
harps, and cymbals, sounding aloud and
lifting up their voices with joy.

17 So the Levites appointed Heman the
son of Joel; and of his brothers, Asaph the
son of Berechiah; and of the sons of Merari
their brothers, Ethan the son of Kushaiah;

18andwith them their brothers of the sec-
ond rank: Zechariah, Ben, Jaaziel, Shemi-
ramoth, Jehiel, Unni, Eliab, Benaiah, Maa-
seiah, Mattithiah, Eliphelehu, Mikneiah,
Obed-Edom, and Jeiel, the doorkeepers.

19 So the singers, Heman, Asaph, and
Ethan, were given cymbals of bronze to
sound aloud;

20and Zechariah, Aziel, Shemiramoth, Je-
hiel, Unni, Eliab, Maaseiah, and Benaiah,
with stringed instruments set to Alamoth;

21 and Mattithiah, Eliphelehu, Mikneiah,
Obed-Edom, Jeiel, and Azaziah, with harps
tuned to the eight-stringed lyre, to lead.

22 Chenaniah, chief of the Levites, was
over the singing. He taught the singers,
because he was skilful.

23 Berechiah and Elkanah were door-
keepers for the ark.

24 Shebaniah, Joshaphat, Nethanel, Ama-
sai, Zechariah, Benaiah, and Eliezer, the
priests, blew the trumpets beforeGod’s ark;
andObed-Edomand Jehiahweredoorkeep-
ers for the ark.

25 So David, the elders of Israel, and the
captains over thousands went to bring the
ark of the LORD’s covenant up out of the
house of Obed-Edomwith joy.

26WhenGod helped the Leviteswho bore
the ark of the LORD’s covenant, they sacri-
ficed seven bulls and seven rams.

27 David was clothed with a robe of fine
linen, as were all the Levites who bore the
ark, the singers, and Chenaniah the choir
master with the singers; and David had an
ephod of linen on him.

28 Thus all Israel brought the ark of
the LORD’s covenant up with shouting,
with sound of the cornet, with trumpets,
and with cymbals, sounding aloud with
stringed instruments and harps.
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29As the ark of the LORD’s covenant came
to David’s city, Michal the daughter of Saul
looked out at the window, and saw king
David dancing and playing; and she de-
spised him in her heart.

16
1 They brought in God’s ark, and set it

in the middle of the tent that David had
pitched for it; and they offered burnt offer-
ings and peace offerings before God.

2 When David had finished offering the
burnt offering and the peace offerings, he
blessed the people in the LORD’s name.

3He gave to everyone of Israel, both man
and woman, to everyone a loaf of bread, a
portion of meat, and a cake of raisins.

4 He appointed some of the Levites to
minister before the LORD’s ark, and to
commemorate, to thank, and to praise the
LORD, the God of Israel:

5 Asaph the chief, and second to him
Zechariah, then Jeiel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel,
Mattithiah, Eliab, Benaiah, Obed-Edom,
and Jeiel, with stringed instruments and
with harps; and Asaph with cymbals,
sounding aloud;

6 with Benaiah and Jahaziel the priests
with trumpets continually, before the ark of
the covenant of God.

7 Then on that day David first ordained
giving of thanks to the LORD by the hand of
Asaph and his brothers.
8Oh give thanks to the LORD.

Call on his name.
Make what he has done known
amongst the peoples.

9 Sing to him.
Sing praises to him.
Tell of all his marvellous works.

10Glory in his holy name.
Let the heart of those who seek the
LORD rejoice.

11 Seek the LORD and his strength.
Seek his face forever more.

12Remember his marvellous works that he
has done,

his wonders, and the judgements of his
mouth,

13you offspring† of Israel his servant,
you children of Jacob, his chosen ones.

14He is the LORD our God.
His judgements are in all the earth.

15Remember his covenant forever,
the word which he commanded to a
thousand generations,

16 the covenant which he made with
Abraham,

his oath to Isaac.
17He confirmed it to Jacob for a statute,

and to Israel for an everlasting
covenant,

18saying, “Iwill giveyou the landofCanaan,
The lot of your inheritance,”
19 when you were but a few men in
number,

yes, very few, and foreigners in it.
20They went about from nation to nation,

from one kingdom to another people.
21He allowed noman to do themwrong.

Yes, he reproved kings for their sakes,
22 “Don’t touchmy anointed ones!

Domy prophets no harm!”
23 Sing to the LORD, all the earth!

Display his salvation from day to day.
24Declare his glory amongst the nations,

and his marvellous works amongst all
the peoples.

25 For great is the LORD, and greatly to be
praised.

He also is to be feared above all gods.
26For all the gods of the peoples are idols,

but the LORDmade the heavens.
27Honour andmajesty are before him.

Strength and gladness are in his place.

28 Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the
peoples,

ascribe to the LORDglory and strength!
29 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due to his

name.
Bring an offering, and come before
him.

Worship the LORD in holy array.
30Tremble before him, all the earth.

The world also is established that it
can’t be moved.

31Let the heavens be glad,
and let the earth rejoice!
Let them say amongst the nations, “The
LORD reigns!”

32Let the sea roar, and its fullness!
Let the field exult, and all that is in it!

33 Then the trees of the forest will sing for
joy before the LORD,

for he comes to judge the earth.
34Ohgive thanks to theLORD, forhe is good,

for his loving kindness endures for-
ever.

35 Say, “Save us, God of our salvation!
Gather us together and deliver us from
the nations,

to give thanks to your holy name,
to triumph in your praise.”

36Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel,
from everlasting even to everlasting.

All the people said, “Amen,” and praised
the LORD.

37 So he left Asaph and his brothers there
before the ark of the LORD’s covenant, to

† 16:13: or, seed
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minister before the ark continually, as ev-
ery day’s work required;

38 and Obed-Edom with their sixty-eight
relatives; Obed-Edom also the son of Je-
duthun and Hosah to be doorkeepers;

39 and Zadok the priest and his brothers
the priests, before the LORD’s tabernacle in
the high place that was at Gibeon,

40 to offer burnt offerings to the LORD
on the altar of burnt offering continually
morning and evening, even according to all
that is written in the LORD’s law, which he
commanded to Israel;

41 and with them Heman and Jeduthun
and the rest who were chosen, who were
mentioned by name, to give thanks to the
LORD, because his loving kindness endures
forever;

42 and with them Heman and Jeduthun
with trumpets and cymbals for those that
should sound aloud, and with instruments
for the songs of God, and the sons of Je-
duthun to be at the gate.

43 All the people departed, each man to
his house; and David returned to bless his
house.

17
1 When David was living in his house,

David said to Nathan the prophet, “Behold,
I live in a cedar house, but the ark of the
LORD’s covenant is in a tent.”

2 Nathan said to David, “Do all that is in
your heart; for God is with you.”

3 That same night, the word of God came
to Nathan, saying,

4 “Go and tell David my servant, ‘The
LORD says, “You shall not build me a house
to dwell in;

5 for I have not lived in a house since the
day that I brought up Israel to this day, but
have gone from tent to tent, and from one
tent to another.

6 In all places inwhich I havewalkedwith
all Israel, did I speak awordwith any of the
judges of Israel, whom I commanded to be
shepherd of my people, saying, ‘Why have
you not built me a house of cedar?’ ” ’

7 “Now therefore, you shall tell my ser-
vant David, ‘The LORD of Armies says, “I
took you from the sheep pen, from follow-
ing the sheep, to be prince over my people
Israel.

8 I havebeenwithyouwhereveryouhave
gone, and have cut off all your enemies
from before you. I will make you a name
like the name of the great ones who are in
the earth.

9 I will appoint a place for my people
Israel, and will plant them, that they may
dwell in their own place, and be moved no

more. The children of wickedness will not
waste them anymore, as at the first,

10 and from the day that I commanded
judges to be over my people Israel. I will
subdue all your enemies. Moreover I tell
you that the LORDwill build you a house.

11 It will happen, when your days are
fulfilled that you must go to be with your
fathers, that I will set up your offspring
after you, who will be of your sons; and I
will establish his kingdom.

12 He will build me a house, and I will
establish his throne forever.

13 I will be his father, and he will be my
son. Iwill not takemy lovingkindness away
from him, as I took it from him who was
before you;

14 but I will settle him in my house and
in my kingdom forever. His throne will be
established forever.” ’ ”

15 According to all these words, and ac-
cording to all this vision, soNathan spoke to
David.

16 Then David the king went in and sat
before the LORD; and he said, “Who am I,
LORD God, and what is my house, that you
have brought me this far?

17 This was a small thing in your eyes, O
God, but you have spoken of your servant’s
house for a great while to come, and have
respectedme according to the standard of a
man of high degree, LORD God.

18 What can David say yet more to you
concerning the honour which is done to
your servant? For you know your servant.

19 LORD, for your servant’s sake, and ac-
cording to your own heart, you have done
all this greatness, to make known all these
great things.

20 LORD, there is no one like you, neither
is there any God besides you, according to
all that we have heard with our ears.

21 What one nation in the earth is like
your people Israel, whom God went to re-
deem to himself for a people, to make you
a name by great and awesome things, in
driving out nations from before your peo-
ple whom you redeemed out of Egypt?

22 For you made your people Israel your
own people forever; and you, LORD, be-
came their God.

23Now, LORD, let the word that you have
spoken concerning your servant, and con-
cerning his house, be established forever,
and do as you have spoken.

24Let your name be established andmag-
nified forever, saying, ‘The LORD of Armies
is theGodof Israel, even aGod to Israel. The
house of David your servant is established
before you.’

25For you, my God, have revealed to your
servant that you will build him a house.
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Therefore your servant has found courage
to pray before you.

26 Now, LORD, you are God, and have
promised this good thing to your servant.

27 Now it has pleased you to bless the
house of your servant, that it may continue
forever before you; for you, LORD, have
blessed, and it is blessed forever.”

18
1After this, David defeated the Philistines

and subdued them, and took Gath and its
towns out of the hand of the Philistines.

2 He defeated Moab; and the Moabites
became servants to David and brought trib-
ute.

3 David defeated Hadadezer king of
Zobah, towards Hamath, as he went
to establish his dominion by the river
Euphrates.

4David took fromhimone thousandchar-
iots, seven thousand horsemen, and twenty
thousand footmen; and David hamstrung
all the chariot horses, but reserved of them
enough for one hundred chariots.

5When the Syrians of Damascus came to
helpHadadezerkingof Zobah,David struck
twenty-two thousandmen of the Syrians.

6 Then David put garrisons in Syria of
Damascus; and the Syrians became ser-
vants to David and brought tribute. The
LORD gave victory to David wherever he
went.

7David took the shields of gold that were
on the servants of Hadadezer, and brought
them to Jerusalem.

8 From Tibhath and from Cun, cities of
Hadadezer, David took very much bronze,
with which Solomon made the bronze sea,
the pillars, and the vessels of bronze.

9 When Tou king of Hamath heard that
David had struck all the army ofHadadezer
king of Zobah,

10he sent Hadoram his son to King David
to greet him and to bless him, because he
had fought against Hadadezer and struck
him (for Hadadezer had wars with Tou);
and he had with him all kinds of vessels of
gold and silver and bronze.

11 King David also dedicated these to the
LORD, with the silver and the gold that he
carried away from all the nations: from
Edom, from Moab, from the children of
Ammon, from the Philistines, and from
Amalek.

12 Moreover Abishai the son of Zeruiah
struckeighteen thousandof theEdomites in
the Valley of Salt.

13 He put garrisons in Edom; and all the
Edomites became servants to David. The

LORD gave victory to David wherever he
went.

14 David reigned over all Israel; and he
executed justice and righteousness for all
his people.

15 Joab the son of Zeruiah was over the
army; Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud was
recorder;

16Zadok the son of Ahitub andAbimelech
the son of Abiathar were priests; Shavsha
was scribe;

17 and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was
over the Cherethites and the Pelethites; and
the sons of David were chief officials serv-
ing the king.

19
1 After this, Nahash the king of the chil-

dren of Ammondied, andhis son reigned in
his place.

2David said, “I will show kindness to Ha-
nun the son of Nahash, because his father
showed kindness to me.”
So David sentmessengers to comfort him

concerning his father. David’s servants
came into the land of the children of Am-
mon to Hanun to comfort him.

3 But the princes of the children of Am-
mon said to Hanun, “Do you think that
David honours your father, in that he has
sent comforters to you? Haven’t his ser-
vants come to you to search, to overthrow,
and to spy out the land?”

4So Hanun took David’s servants, shaved
them, and cut off their garments in themid-
dle at their buttocks, and sent them away.

5 Then some people went and told David
how the men were treated. He sent to meet
them; for themenwere greatly humiliated.
The king said, “Stay at Jericho until your
beards have grown, and then return.”

6When the children of Ammon saw that
they hadmade themselves odious to David,
Hanunand the childrenofAmmonsent one
thousand talents† of silver to hire chariots
and horsemen out of Mesopotamia, out of
Aram-maacah, and out of Zobah.

7 So they hired for themselves thirty-two
thousand chariots, and the king of Maacah
with his people, who came and encamped
nearMedeba. The childrenofAmmongath-
ered themselves together from their cities,
and came to battle.

8 When David heard of it, he sent Joab
with all the army of themighty men.

9 The children of Ammon came out, and
put the battle in array at the gate of the
city; and the kings who had come were by
themselves in the field.

† 19:6: A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds, so 1000 talents is about 30metric tonnes
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10Nowwhen Joab saw that the battle was
set against himbefore andbehind, he chose
some of all the choicemen of Israel, and put
them in array against the Syrians.

11 The rest of the people he committed
into the hand of Abishai his brother; and
they put themselves in array against the
children of Ammon.

12 He said, “If the Syrians are too strong
for me, then you are to help me; but if the
children of Ammon are too strong for you,
then I will help you.

13 Be courageous, and let’s be strong for
our people and for the cities of our God.
May the LORD do that which seems good to
him.”

14 So Joab and the people who were with
him came near to the front of the Syrians to
the battle; and they fled before him.

15When the children of Ammon saw that
the Syrians had fled, they likewise fled be-
fore Abishai his brother, and entered into
the city. Then Joab came to Jerusalem.

16 When the Syrians saw that they were
defeated by Israel, they sent messengers
and called out the Syrians who were be-
yond the River,‡with Shophach the captain
of the army of Hadadezer leading them.

17 David was told that, so he gathered
all Israel together, passed over the Jordan,
came to them, and set the battle in array
against them. So when David had put the
battle in array against the Syrians, they
fought with him.

18 The Syrians fled before Israel; and
David killed of the Syrian men seven thou-
sand charioteers and forty thousand foot-
men, and also killed Shophach the captain
of the army.

19 When the servants of Hadadezer saw
that they were defeated by Israel, they
made peace with David and served him.
The Syrians would not help the children of
Ammon anymore.

20
1 At the time of the return of the year, at

the time when kings go out, Joab led out
the army and wasted the country of the
childrenofAmmon, andcameandbesieged
Rabbah. But David stayed at Jerusalem.
Joab struck Rabbah, and overthrew it.

2David took the crown of their king from
offhishead, and found it toweigha talent of
gold,† and there were precious stones in it.
It was set on David’s head, and he brought
verymuch plunder out of the city.

3 He brought out the people who were
in it, and had them cut with saws, with
iron picks, and with axes. David did so

to all the cities of the children of Ammon.
Then David and all the people returned to
Jerusalem.

4 After this, war arose at Gezer with the
Philistines. Then Sibbecai the Hushathite
killed Sippai, of the sons of the giant; and
they were subdued.

5 Again there was war with the
Philistines; and Elhanan the son of Jair
killed Lahmi the brother of Goliath the
Gittite, the staff of whose spear was like
a weaver’s beam.

6 There was again war at Gath, where
there was a man of great stature, who had
twenty-four fingers and toes, six on each
hand and six on each foot; and he also was
born to the giant.

7When he defied Israel, Jonathan the son
of Shimea, David’s brother, killed him.

8 These were born to the giant in Gath;
and they fell by thehandofDavidandby the
hand of his servants.

21
1 Satan stood up against Israel, and

moved David to take a census of Israel.
2 David said to Joab and to the princes

of the people, “Go, count Israel from Beer-
sheba even toDan; and bringmeword, that
I may know howmany there are.”

3 Joab said, “May the LORDmake his peo-
ple a hundred times as many as they are.
But, my lord the king, aren’t they all my
lord’s servants? Why does my lord require
this thing? Whywill he be a cause of guilt to
Israel?”

4Nevertheless the king’s word prevailed
against Joab. Therefore Joab departed and
went throughout all Israel, then came to
Jerusalem.

5 Joab gave the sum of the census of the
people to David. All those of Israel were
one million one hundred thousand men
who drew a sword; and in Judah were four
hundred and seventy thousand men who
drew a sword.

6 But he didn’t count Levi and Benjamin
amongst them, for the king’s word was
abominable to Joab.

7 God was displeased with this thing;
therefore he struck Israel.

8David said toGod, “I have sinnedgreatly,
in that I have done this thing. But now
put away, I beg you, the iniquity of your
servant, for I have done very foolishly.”

9 The LORD spoke to Gad, David’s seer,
saying,

10 “Go and speak to David, saying, ‘The
LORD says, “I offer you three things. Choose
one of them, that I may do it to you.” ’ ”

‡ 19:16: or, the Euphrates River † 20:2: A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces
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11 So Gad came to David and said to him,
“The LORD says, ‘Take your choice:

12 either three years of famine; or three
months to be consumed before your foes,
while the sword of your enemies overtakes
you; or else three days of the sword of the
LORD, even pestilence in the land, and the
LORD’s angel destroying throughout all the
borders of Israel. Now therefore consider
what answer I shall return to himwho sent
me.’ ”

13David said to Gad, “I am in distress. Let
me fall, I pray, into the LORD’s hand, for his
mercies are very great. Don’t letme fall into
man’s hand.”

14So the LORD sent a pestilence on Israel,
and seventy thousandmen of Israel fell.

15 God sent an angel to Jerusalem to de-
stroy it. As he was about to destroy, the
LORD saw, and he relented of the disas-
ter, and said to the destroying angel, “It is
enough. Now withdraw your hand.” the
LORD’s angelwas standingby the threshing
floor of Ornan the Jebusite.

16 David lifted up his eyes, and saw the
LORD’s angel standing between earth and
the sky, having a drawn sword in his hand
stretched out over Jerusalem.
Then David and the elders, clothed in

sackcloth, fell on their faces.
17 David said to God, “Isn’t it I who com-

manded the people to be counted? It is
even I who have sinned and done very
wickedly; but these sheep, what have they
done? Please let your hand, O LORD my
God, be against me and against my father’s
house; but not against your people, that
they should be plagued.”

18 Then the LORD’s angel commanded
Gad to tell David that David should go up
andraiseanaltar to theLORDon the thresh-
ing floor of Ornan the Jebusite.

19 David went up at the saying of Gad,
which he spoke in the LORD’s name.

20 Ornan turned back and saw the an-
gel; and his four sons who were with him
hid themselves. Now Ornan was threshing
wheat.

21As David came to Ornan, Ornan looked
and saw David, and went out of the thresh-
ing floor, and bowed himself to David with
his face to the ground.

22 Then David said to Ornan, “Sell me
the place of this threshing floor, that I may
build an altar to the LORD on it. You shall
sell it tome for the full price, that the plague
may be stopped from afflicting the people.”

23Ornan said to David, “Take it for your-
self, and letmy lord thekingdo thatwhich is

good in his eyes. Behold, I give the oxen for
burnt offerings, and the threshing instru-
ments forwood, and thewheat for themeal
offering. I give it all.”

24KingDavid said toOrnan, “No, but Iwill
most certainly buy it for the full price. For
I will not take that which is yours for the
LORD, nor offer a burnt offering that costs
me nothing.”

25 So David gave to Ornan six hundred
shekels† of gold by weight for the place.

26David built an altar to the LORD there,
and offered burnt offerings and peace of-
ferings, and called on the LORD; and he
answered him from the sky by fire on the
altar of burnt offering.

27 Then the LORD commanded the angel,
and he put his sword back into its sheath.

28 At that time, when David saw that the
LORD had answered him in the threshing
floor of Ornan the Jebusite, then he sacri-
ficed there.

29 For the LORD’s tabernacle, which
Mosesmade in thewilderness, and the altar
of burnt offering, were at that time in the
high place at Gibeon.

30 But David couldn’t go before it to en-
quire of God, for he was afraid because of
the sword of the LORD’s angel.

22
1 Then David said, “This is the house of

the LORD God, and this is the altar of burnt
offering for Israel.”

2David gave orders to gather together the
foreigners who were in the land of Israel;
and he set masons to cut dressed stones to
build God’s house.

3 David prepared iron in abundance for
the nails for the doors of the gates and for
the couplings, and bronze in abundance
without weight,

4and cedar trees without number, for the
Sidonians and the people of Tyre brought
cedar trees in abundance to David.

5 David said, “Solomon my son is young
and tender, and the house that is to be built
for the LORD must be exceedingly magnif-
icent, of fame and of glory throughout all
countries. I will therefore make prepara-
tion for it.” So David prepared abundantly
before his death.

6Then he called for Solomon his son, and
commanded him to build a house for the
LORD, the God of Israel.

7 David said to Solomon his son, “As for
me, it was in my heart to build a house to
the name of the LORDmy God.

8But theLORD’sword came tome, saying,
‘You have shed blood abundantly and have

† 21:25: A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.32 Troy ounces, so 600 shekels was about 6 kilograms or about 192 Troy
ounces.
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made great wars. You shall not build a
house to my name, because you have shed
much blood on the earth inmy sight.

9 Behold, a son shall be born to you, who
shall be a man of peace. I will give him
rest from all his enemies all around; for
his name shall be Solomon, and I will give
peace and quietness to Israel in his days.

10 He shall build a house for my name;
and he will be my son, and I will be his
father; and I will establish the throne of his
kingdom over Israel forever.’

11 Now, my son, may the LORD be with
you and prosper you, and build the house
of the LORD your God, as he has spoken
concerning you.

12May the LORD give you discretion and
understanding, and put you in charge of
Israel, so that you may keep the law of the
LORD your God.

13 Then you will prosper, if you observe
to do the statutes and the ordinanceswhich
the LORD gaveMoses concerning Israel. Be
strong and courageous. Don’t be afraid and
don’t be dismayed.

14Now,behold, inmyaffliction Ihavepre-
pared for the LORD’s house one hundred
thousand talents† of gold, one million tal-
ents‡ of silver, and bronze and ironwithout
weight; for it is in abundance. I have also
prepared timber and stone; and you may
add to them.

15 There are also workmen with you in
abundance—cutters and workers of stone
and timber, and all kinds of men who are
skilful in every kind of work;

16 of the gold, the silver, the bronze, and
the iron, there is no number. Arise and be
doing, andmay the LORD be with you.”

17David also commanded all the princes
of Israel to help Solomon his son, saying,

18 “Isn’t the LORD your God with you?
Hasn’t he given you rest on every side?
For he has delivered the inhabitants of the
land intomy hand; and the land is subdued
before the LORD and before his people.

19 Now set your heart and your soul to
follow the LORD your God. Arise therefore,
and build the sanctuary of the LORD God,
to bring the ark of the LORD’s covenant and
the holy vessels of God into the house that is
to be built for the LORD’s name.”

23
1NowDavidwas old and full of days; and

hemade Solomon his son king over Israel.
2 He gathered together all the princes of

Israel, with the priests and the Levites.
3 The Levites were counted from thirty

years old and upward; and their number

by their polls, man byman, was thirty-eight
thousand.

4David said, “Of these, twenty-four thou-
sand were to oversee the work of the
LORD’s house, six thousand were officers
and judges,

5 four thousand were doorkeepers, and
four thousand praised the LORD with
the instruments which I made for giving
praise.”

6 David divided them into divisions ac-
cording to the sons of Levi: Gershon, Ko-
hath, andMerari.

7Of the Gershonites: Ladan and Shimei.
8 The sons of Ladan: Jehiel the chief,

Zetham, and Joel, three.
9 The sons of Shimei: Shelomoth, Haziel,

and Haran, three. These were the heads of
the fathers’ households of Ladan.

10The sons of Shimei: Jahath, Zina, Jeush,
and Beriah. These four were the sons of
Shimei.

11 Jahath was the chief, and Zizah the
second; but Jeush and Beriah didn’t have
many sons; therefore they became a fa-
thers’ house in one reckoning.

12 The sons of Kohath: Amram, Izhar,
Hebron, and Uzziel, four.

13The sons of Amram: Aaron and Moses;
and Aaron was separated that he should
sanctify the most holy things, he and his
sons forever, to burn incense before the
LORD, tominister to him, and to bless in his
name forever.

14 But as for Moses the man of God, his
sonswere named amongst the tribe of Levi.

15 The sons of Moses: Gershom and
Eliezer.

16 The sons of Gershom: Shebuel the
chief.

17 The son of Eliezer was Rehabiah the
chief; andEliezer hadno other sons, but the
sons of Rehabiah were verymany.

18The son of Izhar: Shelomith the chief.
19 The sons of Hebron: Jeriah the chief,

Amariah the second, Jahaziel the third, and
Jekameam the fourth.

20The sons of Uzziel: Micah the chief, and
Isshiah the second.

21 The sons of Merari: Mahli and Mushi.
The sons of Mahli: Eleazar and Kish.

22 Eleazar died, and had no sons, but
daughters only; and their relatives, the sons
of Kish, took them as wives.

23 The sons of Mushi: Mahli, Eder, and
Jeremoth, three.

24 These were the sons of Levi after their
fathers’ houses, even the heads of the fa-
thers’ houses of those who were counted

† 22:14: A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces, so 100,000 talents is about 3 metric tonnes
‡ 22:14: about 30,000metric tonnes
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individually, in the number of names by
their polls, who did thework for the service
of the LORD’s house, from twenty years old
and upward.

25 For David said, “The LORD, the God of
Israel, has given rest to his people; and he
dwells in Jerusalem forever.

26Also the Levites will no longer need to
carry the tabernacle and all its vessels for
its service.”

27 For by the last words of David the sons
ofLeviwerecounted, fromtwentyyearsold
and upward.

28For their dutywas towait on the sons of
Aaron for the service of the LORD’s house—
in the courts, in the rooms, and in the puri-
fying of all holy things, even thework of the
service of God’s house;

29 for the showbreadalso, and for thefine
flour for a meal offering, whether of un-
leavened wafers, or of that which is baked
in the pan, or of that which is soaked, and
for all measurements of quantity and size;

30 and to stand every morning to thank
and praise the LORD, and likewise in the
evening;

31 and to offer all burnt offerings to the
LORD on the Sabbaths, on the new moons,
and on the set feasts, in number according
to the ordinance concerning them, continu-
ally before the LORD;

32 and that they should keep the duty of
the Tent of Meeting, the duty of the holy
place, and the duty of the sons of Aaron
their brothers for the service of the LORD’s
house.

24
1 These were the divisions of the sons of

Aaron. The sons of Aaron: Nadab, Abihu,
Eleazar, and Ithamar.

2 But Nadab and Abihu died before their
father, and had no children; therefore
Eleazar and Ithamar served as priests.

3David, with Zadok of the sons of Eleazar
and Ahimelech of the sons of Ithamar, di-
vided them according to their ordering in
their service.

4Thereweremore chiefmen found of the
sons of Eleazar than of the sons of Ithamar;
and they were divided like this: of the sons
of Eleazar there were sixteen, heads of fa-
thers’ houses; and of the sons of Ithamar,
according to their fathers’ houses, eight.

5 Thus they were divided impartially by
drawing lots; for there were princes of the
sanctuary and princes of God, both of the
sons of Eleazar, and of the sons of Ithamar.

6Shemaiah the sonofNethanel the scribe,
who was of the Levites, wrote them in the
presence of the king, the princes, Zadok
the priest, Ahimelech the son of Abiathar,

and the heads of the fathers’ households
of the priests and of the Levites; one fa-
thers’ house being taken for Eleazar, and
one taken for Ithamar.

7Now the first lot came out to Jehoiarib,
the second to Jedaiah,

8 the third to Harim, the fourth to Seorim,
9 the fifth to Malchijah, the sixth to Mi-

jamin,
10 the seventh to Hakkoz, the eighth to

Abijah,
11 the ninth to Jeshua, the tenth to Sheca-

niah,
12 the eleventh to Eliashib, the twelfth to

Jakim,
13 the thirteenth to Huppah, the four-

teenth to Jeshebeab,
14 the fifteenth to Bilgah, the sixteenth to

Immer,
15 the seventeenth to Hezir, the eigh-

teenth to Happizzez,
16 the nineteenth to Pethahiah, the twen-

tieth to Jehezkel,
17 the twenty-first to Jachin, the twenty-

second to Gamul,
18 the twenty-third to Delaiah, and the

twenty-fourth to Maaziah.
19Thiswas their ordering in their service,

to come into the LORD’s house according to
the ordinance given to them by Aaron their
father, as the LORD, the God of Israel, had
commanded him.

20 Of the rest of the sons of Levi: of the
sons of Amram, Shubael; of the sons of
Shubael, Jehdeiah.

21 Of Rehabiah: of the sons of Rehabiah,
Isshiah the chief.

22Of the Izharites, Shelomoth; of the sons
of Shelomoth, Jahath.

23 The sons of Hebron: Jeriah, Amariah
the second, Jahaziel the third, and
Jekameam the fourth.

24The sons of Uzziel: Micah; of the sons of
Micah, Shamir.

25 The brother of Micah: Isshiah; of the
sons of Isshiah, Zechariah.

26 The sons of Merari: Mahli and Mushi.
The son of Jaaziah: Beno.

27 The sons of Merari by Jaaziah: Beno,
Shoham, Zaccur, and Ibri.

28OfMahli: Eleazar, who had no sons.
29Of Kish, the son of Kish: Jerahmeel.
30 The sons of Mushi: Mahli, Eder, and

Jerimoth. Thesewere the sonsof theLevites
after their fathers’ houses.

31 These likewise cast lots even as their
brothers the sons of Aaron in the pres-
ence of David the king, Zadok, Ahimelech,
and the heads of the fathers’ households of
the priests and of the Levites, the fathers’
households of the chief even as those of his
younger brother.
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25
1Moreover, David and the captains of the

army set apart for the service certain of
the sons of Asaph, of Heman, and of Je-
duthun, who were to prophesy with harps,
with stringed instruments, and with cym-
bals. Thenumberof thosewhodid thework
according to their service was:

2 of the sons of Asaph: Zaccur, Joseph,
Nethaniah, and Asharelah. The sons of
Asaph were under the hand of Asaph, who
prophesied at the order of the king.

3 Of Jeduthun, the sons of Jeduthun:
Gedaliah, Zeri, Jeshaiah, Shimei,
Hashabiah, and Mattithiah, six, under
the hands of their father Jeduthun, who
prophesied in giving thanks and praising
the LORDwith the harp.

4Of Heman, the sons of Heman: Bukkiah,
Mattaniah, Uzziel, Shebuel, Jerimoth,
Hananiah, Hanani, Eliathah, Giddalti,
Romamti-Ezer, Joshbekashah, Mallothi,
Hothir, andMahazioth.

5 All these were the sons of Heman the
king’s seer in the words of God, to lift up
the horn. God gave toHeman fourteen sons
and three daughters.

6All these were under the hands of their
father for song in the LORD’s house, with
cymbals, stringed instruments, and harps,
for the service of God’s house: Asaph, Je-
duthun, and Heman being under the order
of the king.

7Thenumberof them,with theirbrothers
whowere instructed in singing to theLORD,
even all whowere skilful, was twohundred
and eighty-eight.

8 They cast lots for their offices, all alike,
the small as well as the great, the teacher as
well as the student.

9Now the first lot came out for Asaph to
Joseph; the second to Gedaliah, he and his
brothers and sons were twelve;

10 the third to Zaccur, his sons and his
brothers, twelve;

11 the fourth to Izri, his sonsandhisbroth-
ers, twelve;

12 the fifth to Nethaniah, his sons and his
brothers, twelve;

13 the sixth to Bukkiah, his sons and his
brothers, twelve;

14 the seventh to Jesharelah, his sons and
his brothers, twelve;

15 the eighth to Jeshaiah, his sons and his
brothers, twelve;

16 the ninth toMattaniah, his sons and his
brothers, twelve;

17 the tenth to Shimei, his sons and his
brothers, twelve;

18 the eleventh to Azarel, his sons and his
brothers, twelve;

19 the twelfth to Hashabiah, his sons and
his brothers, twelve;

20 for the thirteenth, Shubael, his sons
and his brothers, twelve;

21 for the fourteenth, Mattithiah, his sons
and his brothers, twelve;

22 for the fifteenth to Jeremoth, his sons
and his brothers, twelve;

23 for the sixteenth to Hananiah, his sons
and his brothers, twelve;

24 for the seventeenth to Joshbekashah,
his sons and his brothers, twelve;

25 for the eighteenth to Hanani, his sons
and his brothers, twelve;

26 for the nineteenth to Mallothi, his sons
and his brothers, twelve;

27 for the twentieth to Eliathah, his sons
and his brothers, twelve;

28 for the twenty-first to Hothir, his sons
and his brothers, twelve;

29 for the twenty-second to Giddalti, his
sons and his brothers, twelve;

30 for the twenty-third to Mahazioth, his
sons and his brothers, twelve;

31 for the twenty-fourth to Romamti-Ezer,
his sons and his brothers, twelve.

26
1 For the divisions of the doorkeepers: of

theKorahites,Meshelemiah the sonofKore,
of the sons of Asaph.

2 Meshelemiah had sons: Zechariah the
firstborn, Jediael the second, Zebadiah the
third, Jathniel the fourth,

3Elam the fifth, Jehohanan the sixth, and
Eliehoenai the seventh.

4 Obed-Edom had sons: Shemaiah the
firstborn, Jehozabad the second, Joah the
third, Sacar the fourth, Nethanel the fifth,

5Ammiel the sixth, Issachar the seventh,
and Peullethai the eighth; for God blessed
him.

6 Sons were also born to Shemaiah his
son, who ruled over the house of their fa-
ther; for they weremighty men of valour.

7 The sons of Shemaiah: Othni, Rephael,
Obed, and Elzabad, whose relatives were
valiant men, Elihu, and Semachiah.

8All thesewere of the sons of Obed-Edom
with their sonsand theirbrothers, ablemen
in strength for the service: sixty-two of
Obed-Edom.

9 Meshelemiah had sons and brothers,
eighteen valiant men.

10 Also Hosah, of the children of Merari,
had sons: Shimri the chief (for though he
was not the firstborn, yet his father made
him chief),

11Hilkiah the second, Tebaliah the third,
and Zechariah the fourth. All the sons and
brothers of Hosah were thirteen.
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12Of these were the divisions of the door-
keepers, even of the chief men, having of-
fices like their brothers, to minister in the
LORD’s house.

13 They cast lots, the small as well as the
great, according to their fathers’houses, for
every gate.

14 The lot eastward fell to Shelemiah.
Then for Zechariah his son, a wise coun-
sellor, they cast lots; and his lot came out
northward.

15 To Obed-Edom southward; and to his
sons the storehouse.

16 To Shuppim and Hosah westward, by
thegateof Shallecheth, at thecauseway that
goes up, watchman opposite watchman.

17 Eastward were six Levites, northward
four a day, southward four a day, and for
the storehouse two and two.

18ForParbarwestward, four at the cause-
way, and two at Parbar.

19 These were the divisions of the door-
keepers; of the sons of the Korahites, and of
the sons of Merari.

20Of theLevites, Ahijahwasover the trea-
sures of God’s house and over the treasures
of the dedicated things.

21 The sons of Ladan, the sons of the Ger-
shonites belonging to Ladan, the heads of
the fathers’ households belonging to Ladan
the Gershonite: Jehieli.

22The sons of Jehieli: Zetham, and Joel his
brother, over the treasures of the LORD’s
house.

23 Of the Amramites, of the Izharites, of
the Hebronites, of the Uzzielites:

24 Shebuel the son of Gershom, the son of
Moses, was ruler over the treasuries.

25 His brothers: of Eliezer, Rehabiah his
son, and Jeshaiah his son, and Joram his
son, and Zichri his son, and Shelomoth his
son.

26 This Shelomoth and his brothers were
over all the treasuries of the dedicated
things, which David the king, and the heads
of the fathers’ households, the captains
over thousands and hundreds, and the cap-
tains of the army, had dedicated.

27 They dedicated some of the plunder
won in battles to repair the LORD’s house.

28 All that Samuel the seer, Saul the son
of Kish, Abner the son of Ner, and Joab the
son of Zeruiah had dedicated, whoever had
dedicated anything, it was under the hand
of Shelomoth and of his brothers.

29 Of the Izharites, Chenaniah and his
sons were appointed to the outward busi-
ness over Israel, for officers and judges.

30 Of the Hebronites, Hashabiah and his
brothers, one thousand and seven hundred
men of valour, had the oversight of Israel
beyond the Jordan westward, for all the

business of the LORD and for the service of
the king.

31Of the Hebronites, Jerijahwas the chief
of the Hebronites, according to their gener-
ations by fathers’ households. They were
sought for in the fortieth year of the reign
of David, and mighty men of valour were
found amongst them at Jazer of Gilead.

32His relatives, men of valour, were two
thousand and seven hundred, heads of fa-
thers’ households, whom King David made
overseers over the Reubenites, the Gadites,
and the half-tribe of the Manassites, for
every matter pertaining to God and for the
affairs of the king.

27
1 Now the children of Israel after their

number, the heads of fathers’ households
and the captains of thousands and of hun-
dreds, and their officers who served the
king in any matter of the divisions which
came in and went out month by month
throughout all the months of the year—of
every division were twenty-four thousand.

2Over thefirst division for thefirstmonth
was Jashobeam the son of Zabdiel. In his
division were twenty-four thousand.

3Hewasof the childrenof Perez, the chief
of all the captains of the army for the first
month.

4 Over the division of the second month
wasDodai theAhohite andhis division, and
Mikloth the ruler; and in his division were
twenty-four thousand.

5 The third captain of the army for the
third month was Benaiah, the son of Je-
hoiada the chief priest. In his divisionwere
twenty-four thousand.

6This is that Benaiahwhowas themighty
man of the thirty and over the thirty. Of his
division was Ammizabad his son.

7The fourth captain for the fourthmonth
was Asahel the brother of Joab, and Zeba-
diah his son after him. In his division were
twenty-four thousand.

8The fifth captain for the fifthmonthwas
Shamhuth the Izrahite. In his divisionwere
twenty-four thousand.

9 The sixth captain for the sixth month
was Ira the son of Ikkesh the Tekoite. In his
division were twenty-four thousand.

10 The seventh captain for the seventh
month was Helez the Pelonite, of the chil-
dren of Ephraim. In his division were
twenty-four thousand.

11Theeighthcaptain for theeighthmonth
was Sibbecai the Hushathite, of the Zer-
ahites. In his division were twenty-four
thousand.
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12 The ninth captain for the ninth month
was Abiezer the Anathothite, of the Ben-
jamites. In his division were twenty-four
thousand.

13 The tenth captain for the tenth month
was Maharai the Netophathite, of the Zer-
ahites. In his division were twenty-four
thousand.

14 The eleventh captain for the eleventh
month was Benaiah the Pirathonite, of the
children of Ephraim. In his division were
twenty-four thousand.

15 The twelfth captain for the twelfth
monthwasHeldai theNetophathite, of Oth-
niel. In his division were twenty-four thou-
sand.

16 Furthermore over the tribes of Israel:
of the Reubenites, Eliezer the son of Zichri
was the ruler; of the Simeonites, Shepha-
tiah the son of Maacah;

17 of Levi, Hashabiah the son of Kemuel;
of Aaron, Zadok;

18 of Judah, Elihu, one of the brothers of
David; of Issachar, Omri the son ofMichael;

19 of Zebulun, Ishmaiah the son of Oba-
diah; of Naphtali, Jeremoth the son of
Azriel;

20 of the children of Ephraim, Hoshea the
son of Azaziah; of the half-tribe of Man-
asseh, Joel the son of Pedaiah;

21of the half-tribe of Manasseh in Gilead,
Iddo the son of Zechariah; of Benjamin,
Jaasiel the son of Abner;

22 of Dan, Azarel the son of Jeroham.
These were the captains of the tribes of
Israel.

23 But David didn’t take the number of
them from twenty years old and under, be-
cause the LORD had said hewould increase
Israel like the stars of the sky.

24 Joab the son of Zeruiah began to take
a census, but didn’t finish; and wrath came
on Israel for this. The number wasn’t put
into the account in the chronicles of King
David.

25 Over the king’s treasures was Az-
maveth the son of Adiel. Over the treasures
in the fields, in the cities, in the villages,
and in the towers was Jonathan the son of
Uzziah;

26Over thosewhodid theworkof thefield
for tillage of the ground was Ezri the son of
Chelub.

27Over the vineyards was Shimei the Ra-
mathite. Over the increase of the vineyards
for the wine cellars was Zabdi the Shiph-
mite.

28 Over the olive trees and the sycamore
trees that were in the lowland was Baal
Hanan the Gederite. Over the cellars of oil
was Joash.

29Over the herds that fed in Sharon was
Shitrai the Sharonite. Over the herds that
were in the valleys was Shaphat the son of
Adlai.

30 Over the camels was Obil the Ish-
maelite. Over thedonkeyswas Jehdeiah the
Meronothite. Over the flocks was Jaziz the
Hagrite.

31All thesewere the rulersof theproperty
which was King David’s.

32 Also Jonathan, David’s uncle, was a
counsellor, a man of understanding, and a
scribe. Jehiel the son ofHachmoniwaswith
the king’s sons.

33 Ahithophel was the king’s counsellor.
Hushai the Archite was the king’s friend.

34After Ahithophel was Jehoiada the son
of Benaiah, and Abiathar. Joab was the
captain of the king’s army.

28
1 David assembled all the princes of Is-

rael, the princes of the tribes, the captains
of the companies who served the king by
division, the captains of thousands, the cap-
tains of hundreds, and the rulers over all
the substance and possessions of the king
and of his sons, with the officers and the
mighty men, even all the mighty men of
valour, to Jerusalem.

2 Then David the king stood up on his
feet and said, “Hear me, my brothers and
my people! As for me, it was in my heart
to build a house of rest for the ark of the
LORD’s covenant, and for the footstool of
our God; and I had prepared for the build-
ing.

3But God said tome, ‘You shall not build a
house for my name, because you are aman
of war and have shed blood.’

4 However the LORD, the God of Israel,
chosemeout of all the house ofmy father to
be king over Israel forever. For he has cho-
sen Judah to be prince; and in the house of
Judah, the house ofmy father; and amongst
the sons ofmy fatherhe tookpleasure inme
tomakeme king over all Israel.

5 Of all my sons (for the LORD has given
me many sons), he has chosen Solomon
my son to sit on the throne of the LORD’s
kingdom over Israel.

6He said to me, ‘Solomon, your son, shall
build my house and my courts; for I have
chosen him to be my son, and I will be his
father.

7 I will establish his kingdom forever if he
continues to domycommandments andmy
ordinances, as it is today.’

8Now therefore, in the sight of all Israel,
the LORD’s assembly, and in the audience
of our God, observe and seek out all the
commandments of the LORDyourGod, that
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you may possess this good land, and leave
it for an inheritance to your children after
you forever.

9 You, Solomon my son, know the God of
your father, and serve him with a perfect
heart andwith awillingmind; for the LORD
searches all hearts, and understands all the
imaginations of the thoughts. If you seek
him, he will be found by you; but if you
forsake him, he will cast you off forever.

10 Take heed now, for the LORD has cho-
sen you to build a house for the sanctuary.
Be strong, and do it.”

11 Then David gave to Solomon his son
the plans for the porch of the temple, for
its houses, for its treasuries, for its upper
rooms, for its inner rooms, for the place of
themercy seat;

12 and the plans of all that he had by the
Spirit, for the courts of the LORD’s house,
for all the surrounding rooms, for the trea-
suries of God’s house, and for the treasuries
of the dedicated things;

13 also for the divisions of the priests and
the Levites, for all thework of the service of
the LORD’s house, and for all the vessels of
service in the LORD’s house—

14 of gold by weight for the gold for all
vessels of every kind of service, for all the
vessels of silver by weight, for all vessels of
every kind of service;

15 by weight also for the lamp stands of
gold, and for its lamps, of gold, byweight for
every lamp stand and for its lamps; and for
the lamp stands of silver, by weight for ev-
ery lamp stand and for its lamps, according
to the use of every lamp stand;

16 and the gold by weight for the tables of
show bread, for every table; and silver for
the tables of silver;

17 and the forks, the basins, and the cups,
of pure gold; and for the golden bowls by
weight for every bowl; and for the silver
bowls by weight for every bowl;

18 and for the altar of incense, refined
gold by weight; and gold for the plans
for the chariot, and the cherubim that
spread out and cover the ark of the LORD’s
covenant.

19“All this”, David said, “Ihavebeenmade
to understand in writing from the LORD’s
hand, even all the works of this pattern.”

20 David said to Solomon his son, “Be
strong and courageous, and do it. Don’t be
afraid, nor be dismayed, for the LORD God,
even my God, is with you. He will not fail

you nor forsake you, until all the work for
the service of the LORD’s house is finished.

21 Behold, there are the divisions of the
priests and the Levites for all the service of
God’s house. Every willing man who has
skill for any kind of service shall be with
you in all kinds of work. Also the captains
and all the people will be entirely at your
command.”

29
1 David the king said to all the assembly,

“Solomon my son, whom alone God has
chosen, is yet young and tender, and the
work is great; for the palace is not for man,
but for the LORD God.

2Now I have prepared with all my might
for the house of my God the gold for the
things of gold, the silver for the things of
silver, the bronze for the things of bronze,
iron for the things of iron, and wood for
the things of wood, also onyx stones, stones
to be set, stones for inlaid work of various
colours, all kinds of precious stones, and
marble stones in abundance.

3 In addition, because I have set my affec-
tion on the house of my God, since I have a
treasure ofmy own of gold and silver, I give
it to thehouse ofmyGod, over andabove all
that I have prepared for the holy house:

4 even three thousand talents of gold,† of
the gold of Ophir, and seven thousand tal-
ents‡ of refined silver, with which to over-
lay the walls of the houses;

5 of gold for the things of gold, and of
silver for the things of silver, and for all
kinds of work to be made by the hands
of artisans. Who then offers willingly to
consecrate himself today to the LORD?”

6 Then the princes of the fathers’ house-
holds, and the princes of the tribes of Israel,
and the captains of thousands and of hun-
dreds, with the rulers over the king’s work,
offered willingly;

7 and they gave for the service of God’s
houseof goldfive thousand talents§ and ten
thousand darics,† of silver ten thousand tal-
ents, of bronze eighteen thousand talents,
and of iron one hundred thousand talents.

8Peoplewithwhomprecious stoneswere
found gave them to the treasure of the
LORD’s house, under the hand of Jehiel the
Gershonite.

9 Then the people rejoiced, because they
offered willingly, because with a perfect
heart they offered willingly to the LORD;

† 29:4: Atalent is about30kilogramsor66poundsor965Troyounces, so3000 talents is about90metric tonnes ‡ 29:4:

about 210 metric tonnes § 29:7: A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces, so 5000 talents is
about 150 metric tonnes † 29:7: a daric was a gold coin issued by a Persian king, weighing about 8.4 grams or about
0.27 troy ounces each.
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and David the king also rejoiced with great
joy.

10 Therefore David blessed the LORD be-
fore all the assembly; and David said, “You
are blessed, LORD, the God of Israel our
father, forever and ever.

11 Yours, LORD, is the greatness, the
power, the glory, the victory, and the
majesty! For all that is in the heavens and
in the earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom,
LORD, and you are exalted as head above
all.

12Both richesandhonour come fromyou,
andyouruleoverall! Inyourhand ispower
andmight! It is in your hand tomake great,
and to give strength to all!

13Now therefore, our God, we thank you
and praise your glorious name.

14 But who am I, and what is my people,
that we should be able to offer so willingly
as this? For all things come from you, and
we have given you of your own.

15 For we are strangers before you and
foreigners, as all our fatherswere. Ourdays
on the earthare as a shadow, and there is no
remaining.

16 LORD our God, all this store that we
haveprepared tobuild youahouse for your
holy name comes fromyour hand, and is all
your own.

17 I know also, my God, that you try the
heart and have pleasure in uprightness. As
for me, in the uprightness of my heart I
havewillingly offered all these things. Now
I have seen with joy your people, who are
present here, offer willingly to you.

18 LORD, the God of Abraham, of Isaac,
and of Israel, our fathers, keep this desire
forever in the thoughts of the heart of your
people, and prepare their heart for you;

19 and give to Solomon my son a perfect
heart, to keep your commandments, your
testimonies, and your statutes, and to do
all these things, and to build the palace, for
which I havemade provision.”

20 Then David said to all the assembly,
“Now bless the LORD your God!”
All the assembly blessed the LORD, the

God of their fathers, and bowed down their
headsandprostrated themselvesbefore the
LORD and the king.

21 They sacrificed sacrifices to the LORD
and offered burnt offerings to the LORD on
the next day after that day, even one thou-
sand bulls, one thousand rams, and one
thousand lambs, with their drink offerings
and sacrifices in abundance for all Israel,

22 and ate and drank before the LORD on
that day with great gladness. They made
Solomon the son of David king the second
time, and anointed him before the LORD to
be prince, and Zadok to be priest.

23 Then Solomon sat on the throne of the
LORD as king instead of David his father,
and prospered; and all Israel obeyed him.

24 All the princes, the mighty men, and
also all of the sons of King David submitted
themselves to Solomon the king.

25 The LORD magnified Solomon exceed-
ingly in the sight of all Israel, and gave to
him such royal majesty as had not been on
any king before him in Israel.

26NowDavid the sonof Jesse reignedover
all Israel.

27 The time that he reigned over Israel
was forty years; he reigned seven years in
Hebron, and he reigned thirty-three years
in Jerusalem.

28He died at a good old age, full of days,
riches, and honour; and Solomon his son
reigned in his place.

29Now the acts ofDavid the king, first and
last, behold, they are written in the history
of Samuel the seer, and in the history of
Nathan the prophet, and in the history of
Gad the seer,

30with all his reign andhismight, and the
events that involved him, Israel, and all the
kingdoms of the lands.
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The Second Book of
Chronicles

1 Solomon the son of David was firmly
established in his kingdom, and the LORD†

his God‡ was with him, and made him ex-
ceedingly great.

2 Solomon spoke to all Israel, to the cap-
tains of thousands and of hundreds, to the
judges, and to every prince in all Israel, the
heads of the fathers’ households.

3 Then Solomon, and all the assembly
with him, went to the high place that was at
Gibeon; forGod’sTentofMeetingwas there,
which the LORD’s servant Moses had made
in the wilderness.

4 But David had brought God’s ark up
from Kiriath Jearim to the place that David
had prepared for it; for he had pitched a
tent for it at Jerusalem.

5Moreover the bronze altar that Bezalel
the son of Uri, the son ofHur, hadmadewas
there before the LORD’s tabernacle; and
Solomon and the assembly were seeking
counsel there.

6 Solomon went up there to the bronze
altar before the LORD, which was at the
Tent of Meeting, and offered one thousand
burnt offerings on it.

7 That night, God appeared to Solomon
and said to him, “Ask forwhat youwantme
to give you.”

8 Solomon said to God, “You have shown
great loving kindness to David my father,
and havemademe king in his place.

9 Now, LORD God, let your promise to
David my father be established; for you
have made me king over a people like the
dust of the earth inmultitude.

10 Now give me wisdom and knowledge,
that I may go out and come in before this
people; for who can judge this great people
of yours?”

11 God said to Solomon, “Because this
was in your heart, and you have not asked
riches, wealth, honour, or the life of those
who hate you, nor yet have you asked for
long life; but have asked for wisdom and
knowledge for yourself, that youmay judge
my people, over whom I have made you
king,

12 therefore wisdom and knowledge is
granted to you. I will give you riches,
wealth, and honour, such as none of the

kings have had who have been before you,
and none after you will have.”

13 So Solomon came from the high place
that was at Gibeon, from before the Tent of
Meeting, to Jerusalem; and he reigned over
Israel.

14 Solomon gathered chariots and horse-
men. He had one thousand and four hun-
dred chariots and twelve thousand horse-
men that he placed in the chariot cities, and
with the king at Jerusalem.

15 The king made silver and gold to be
as common as stones in Jerusalem, and
he made cedars to be as common as the
sycamore trees that are in the lowland.

16 The horses which Solomon had were
brought out of Egypt and from Kue. The
king’s merchants purchased them from
Kue.

17 They imported from Egypt then ex-
ported a chariot for six hundred pieces of
silver and a horse for one hundred and
fifty.§ They also exported them to the Hit-
tite kings and the Syrian† kings.

2
1Now Solomon decided to build a house

for the LORD’s name, and a house for his
kingdom.

2 Solomon counted out seventy thousand
men to bear burdens, eighty thousandmen
who were stone cutters in the mountains,
and three thousand and six hundred to
oversee them.

3Solomon sent toHuram the king of Tyre,
saying, “As you dealt with David my father,
and sent him cedars to build him a house in
which to dwell, so deal withme.

4 Behold,† I am about to build a house
for the name of the LORD my God, to ded-
icate it to him, to burn before him incense
of sweet spices, for the continual show
bread, and for the burnt offerings morning
and evening, on the Sabbaths, on the new
moons, andon theset feastsof theLORDour
God. This is an ordinance forever to Israel.

5 “The house which I am building will be
great, for our God is greater than all gods.

6 But who is able to build him a house,
since heaven and the heaven of heavens
can’t contain him? Who am I then, that
I should build him a house, except just to
burn incense before him?

7 “Now therefore sendme aman skilful to
work in gold, in silver, in bronze, in iron,
and in purple, crimson, and blue, and who

† 1:1: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew
,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). ‡ 1:1: The Hebrew word rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). § 1:17: The
pieces of silver were probably shekels, so 600 pieces would be about 13.2 pounds or 6 kilograms of silver, and 150would
be about 3.3 pounds or 1.5 kilograms of silver. † 1:17: or, Aramean † 2:4: “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at,
take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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knows how to engrave engravings, to be
with the skilful men who are with me in
Judah and in Jerusalem, whom David my
father provided.

8 “Sendme also cedar trees, cypress trees,
and algum trees out of Lebanon, for I know
that your servants know how to cut timber
in Lebanon. Behold, my servants will be
with your servants,

9 even to prepare me timber in abun-
dance; for the house which I am about to
build will be great and wonderful.

10Behold, I will give to your servants, the
cutters who cut timber, twenty thousand
cors‡ of beaten wheat, twenty thousand
baths§ of barley, twenty thousand baths of
wine, and twenty thousand baths of oil.”

11ThenHuram the king of Tyre answered
in writing, which he sent to Solomon, “Be-
cause the LORD loves his people, he has
made you king over them.”

12 Huram continued, “Blessed be the
LORD, the God of Israel, who made heaven
and earth, who has given to David the king
a wise son, endowed with discretion and
understanding, who would build a house
for the LORD and a house for his kingdom.

13NowIhave sent a skilfulman, endowed
with understanding, Huram-abi,†

14 the son of a woman of the daughters of
Dan; andhis fatherwas amanof Tyre. He is
skilful to work in gold, in silver, in bronze,
in iron, in stone, in timber, in purple, in
blue, in fine linen, and in crimson, also
to engrave any kind of engraving and to
devise any device, that theremay be a place
appointed tohimwithyour skilfulmen, and
with the skilful men of my lord David your
father.

15 “Now therefore, the wheat, the barley,
the oil, and the wine which my lord has
spoken of, let him send to his servants;

16 and we will cut wood out of Lebanon,
asmuch as youneed. Wewill bring it to you
in rafts by sea to Joppa; then you shall carry
it up to Jerusalem.”

17 Solomon counted all the foreigners
who were in the land of Israel, after the
census with which David his father had
counted them; and they foundonehundred
and fifty-three thousand and six hundred.

18Heset seventy thousandof themtobear
burdens, eighty thousand who were stone

cutters in the mountains, and three thou-
sand and six hundred overseers to assign
the people their work.

3
1ThenSolomonbegan tobuild theLORD’s

house at Jerusalem on Mount Moriah,
where the LORD appeared to David his
father, which he prepared in the place that
Davidhadappointed, on the threshingfloor
of Ornan the Jebusite.

2 He began to build in the second day of
the second month, in the fourth year of his
reign.

3 Now these are the foundations which
Solomon laid for the building of God’s
house: the length by cubits† after the first
measure was sixty cubits, and the width
twenty cubits.

4 The porch that was in front, its length,
across the width of the house, was twenty
cubits, and the height one hundred and
twenty; and he overlaid it within with pure
gold.

5He made the larger room with a ceiling
of cypress wood, which he overlaid with
fine gold, and ornamented it with palm
trees and chains.

6 He decorated the house with precious
stones for beauty. The gold was gold from
Parvaim.

7 He also overlaid the house, the beams,
the thresholds, its walls, and its doors with
gold, and engraved cherubim on the walls.

8Hemade themost holy place. Its length,
according to the width of the house, was
twenty cubits, and its width twenty cubits;
andheoverlaid itwithfinegold, amounting
to six hundred talents.‡

9Theweight of thenailswasfifty shekels§
of gold. He overlaid the upper rooms with
gold.

10 In the most holy place he made two
cherubim by carving, and they overlaid
themwith gold.

11Thewingsof the cherubimwere twenty
cubits long: the wing of the one was five
cubits, reaching to the wall of the house;
and theotherwingwasfivecubits, reaching
to the wing of the other cherub.

12 The wing of the other cherub was five
cubits, reaching to the wall of the house;
and the other wing was five cubits, joining
to the wing of the other cherub.

‡ 2:10: 1 cor is the same as a homer, or about 55.9 U. S. gallons (liquid) or 211 litres or 6 bushels, so 20,000 cors of wheat
would weigh about 545 metric tonnes § 2:10: 1 bath is one tenth of a cor, or about 5.6 U. S. gallons or 21 litres or 2.4
pecks. 20,000 baths of barley would weigh about 262metric tonnes. † 2:13: or, Huram,my father † 3:3: A cubit is
the length from the tip of themiddle finger to the elbowon aman’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46 centimetres. ‡ 3:8: A

talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces, so 600 talents is about 18metric tonnes § 3:9: A shekel
is about 10 grams or about 0.32 Troy ounces, so 50 shekels was about 0.5 kilograms or about 16 Troy ounces.
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13 The wings of these cherubim spread
themselves out twenty cubits. They stood
on their feet, and their faces were towards
the house.

14He made the veil of blue, purple, crim-
son, and fine linen, and ornamented it with
cherubim.

15Also he made before the house two pil-
lars thirty-five cubits high, and the capital
that was on the top of each of themwas five
cubits.

16Hemade chains in the inner sanctuary,
and put them on the tops of the pillars; and
he made one hundred pomegranates, and
put them on the chains.

17He set up the pillars before the temple,
one on the right hand and the other on the
left; and called the name of that on the right
hand Jachin, and thenameof that on the left
Boaz.

4
1Thenhemadeanaltar of bronze, twenty

cubits† long, twenty cubits wide, and ten
cubits high.

2 Also he made the molten sea‡ of ten
cubits frombrim to brim. It was round, five
cubits high, and thirty cubits in circumfer-
ence.

3Under it was the likeness of oxen, which
encircled it, for ten cubits, encircling the
sea. The oxen were in two rows, cast when
it was cast.

4 It stood on twelve oxen, three looking
towards the north, three looking towards
the west, three looking towards the south,
and three looking towards the east; and the
sea was set on them above, and all their
hindquarters were inward.

5 Itwas ahandbreadth thick. Its brimwas
made like the brim of a cup, like the flower
of a lily. It receivedandheld three thousand
baths.§

6He alsomade ten basins, and put five on
the right hand and five on the left, to wash
in them. The things that belonged to the
burnt offering were washed in them, but
the sea was for the priests to wash in.

7Hemade the ten lamp stands of gold ac-
cording to the ordinance concerning them;
and he set them in the temple, five on the
right hand and five on the left.

8 He made also ten tables, and placed
them in the temple, five on the right side
and five on the left. He made one hundred
basins of gold.

9 Furthermore he made the court of the
priests, the great court, and doors for the
court, andoverlaid their doorswithbronze.

10 He set the sea on the right side of the
house eastward, towards the south.

11Hurammade the pots, the shovels, and
the basins.
SoHuramfinisheddoing thework that he

did for King Solomon in God’s house:
12 the two pillars, the bowls, the two capi-

talswhichwere on the top of the pillars, the
two networks to cover the two bowls of the
capitals that were on the top of the pillars,

13 and the four hundred pomegranates
for the two networks—two rows of
pomegranates for each network, to cover
the two bowls of the capitals that were on
the pillars.

14 He also made the bases, and he made
the basins on the bases—

15one sea, and the twelve oxen under it.
16 Huram-abi† also made the pots, the

shovels, the forks, andall its vessels forKing
Solomon, for the LORD’s house, of bright
bronze.

17 The king cast them in the plain of the
Jordan, in the clay ground between Succoth
and Zeredah.

18Thus Solomonmade all these vessels in
great abundance, so that the weight of the
bronze could not be determined.

19Solomonmade all the vessels that were
in God’s house: the golden altar, the tables
with the show bread on them,

20and the lamp standswith their lamps to
burn according to the ordinance before the
inner sanctuary, of pure gold;

21 and the flowers, the lamps, and the
tongs of gold that was purest gold;

22and the snuffers, thebasins, the spoons,
and the fire pans of pure gold. As for the
entry of the house, its inner doors for the
most holy place and the doors of the main
hall of the temple were of gold.

5
1 Thus all the work that Solomon did for

the LORD’s house was finished. Solomon
brought in the things that David his father
had dedicated, even the silver, the gold,
and all the vessels, and put them in the
treasuries of God’s house.

2 Then Solomon assembled the elders of
Israel and all the heads of the tribes, the
princes of the fathers’ households of the
children of Israel, to Jerusalem, to bring
up the ark of the LORD’s covenant out of
David’s city, which is Zion.

† 4:1: A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimetres. ‡ 4:2: or, pool, or, reservoir § 4:5: A bath is about 5.6 U. S. gallons or 21.1 litres, so 3,000 baths
is about 16,800 gallons or 63.3 kilolitres. † 4:16: “abi” means “his father”
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3So all themen of Israel assembled them-
selves to the king at the feast, which was in
the seventhmonth.

4All the elders of Israel came. The Levites
took up the ark.

5 They brought up the ark, the Tent of
Meeting, and all the holy vessels that were
in the Tent. The Levitical priests brought
these up.

6 King Solomon and all the congregation
of Israel who were assembled to him were
before the ark, sacrificing sheep and cattle
that could not be counted or numbered for
multitude.

7 The priests brought in the ark of the
LORD’s covenant to its place, into the inner
sanctuary of the house, to the most holy
place, even under the wings of the cheru-
bim.

8For the cherubim spread out theirwings
over the place of the ark, and the cherubim
covered the ark and its poles above.

9 The poles were so long that the ends of
the poles were seen from the ark in front of
the inner sanctuary, but theywere not seen
outside; and it is there to this day.

10Therewasnothing in the ark except the
two tabletswhichMoses put there atHoreb,
when the LORD made a covenant with the
children of Israel, when they came out of
Egypt.

11 When the priests had come out of
the holy place (for all the priests who
were present had sanctified themselves,
and didn’t keep their divisions;

12 also the Levites who were the singers,
all of them, even Asaph, Heman, Jeduthun,
and their sons and their brothers, arrayed
in fine linen, with cymbals and stringed in-
struments and harps, stood at the east end
of the altar, and with them one hundred
and twenty priests sounding with trum-
pets);

13when the trumpeters and singers were
as one, to make one sound to be heard in
praising and thanking the LORD; andwhen
they lifted up their voice with the trumpets
and cymbals and instruments ofmusic, and
praised the LORD, saying,

“For he is good,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever!”

then the housewas filledwith a cloud, even
the LORD’s house,
14 so that the priests could not stand tomin-
ister by reason of the cloud; for the LORD’s
glory filled God’s house.

6
1Then Solomon said, “The LORD has said

that he would dwell in the thick darkness.
2But I have built you a house and home, a

place for you to dwell in forever.”
3The king turned his face, and blessed all

the assembly of Israel; and all the assembly
of Israel stood.

4Hesaid, “Blessedbe theLORD, theGodof
Israel, who spoke with his mouth to David
my father, and has with his hands fulfilled
it, saying,

5 ‘Since the day that I brought my people
out of the land of Egypt, I chose no city out
of all the tribes of Israel to build a house in,
thatmynamemightbe there, and I choseno
man to be prince over my people Israel;

6 but now I have chosen Jerusalem, that
my namemight be there; and I have chosen
David to be over my people Israel.’

7 Now it was in the heart of David my
father to build a house for the name of the
LORD, the God of Israel.

8 But the LORD said to David my father,
‘Whereas it was in your heart to build a
house formy name, you didwell that it was
in your heart;

9 nevertheless you shall not build the
house, but your son who will come out of
your body, he shall build the house for my
name.’

10 “The LORD has performed his word
that he spoke; for I have risen up in the
place of David my father, and sit on the
throne of Israel, as the LORDpromised, and
have built the house for the name of the
LORD, the God of Israel.

11There I have set the ark, in which is the
LORD’s covenant, which he made with the
children of Israel.”

12He stood before the LORD’s altar in the
presence of all the assembly of Israel, and
spread out his hands

13 (for Solomon had made a bronze plat-
form, five cubits† long, five cubitswide, and
three cubits high, and had set it in the mid-
dle of the court; andhe stoodon it, andknelt
down on his knees before all the assembly
of Israel, and spread out his hands towards
heaven).

14 Then he said, “LORD, the God of Israel,
there is no God like you in heaven or on
earth—you who keep covenant and loving
kindness with your servants who walk be-
fore you with all their heart;

15whohave keptwith your servantDavid
my father that which you promised him.
Yes, you spoke with your mouth, and have
fulfilled it with your hand, as it is today.

† 6:13: A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimetres.
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16 “Now therefore, LORD, the God of Is-
rael, keep with your servant David my fa-
ther that which you have promised him,
saying, ‘There shall not fail you a man in
my sight to sit on the throne of Israel, if
only your children takeheed to theirway, to
walk in my law as you have walked before
me.’

17Now therefore, LORD, the God of Israel,
let your word be verified, which you spoke
to your servant David.

18“Butwill God indeeddwellwithmenon
the earth? Behold, heaven and the heaven
of heavens can’t contain you; how much
less this house which I have built!

19 Yet have respect for the prayer of your
servant and to his supplication, LORD my
God, to listen to the cry and to the prayer
which your servant prays before you;

20 that your eyes may be open towards
this house day and night, even towards the
place where you have said that you would
put yourname, to listen to the prayerwhich
your servant will pray towards this place.

21 Listen to the petitions of your servant
and of your people Israel, when they pray
towards this place. Yes, hear from your
dwelling place, even from heaven; and
when you hear, forgive.

22 “If a man sins against his neighbour,
and an oath is laid on him to cause him
to swear, and he comes and swears before
your altar in this house,

23 then hear from heaven, act, and judge
your servants, bringing retribution to the
wicked, to bring his way on his own head;
and justifying the righteous, to give him
according to his righteousness.

24 “If your people Israel are struck down
before the enemybecause theyhave sinned
against you, and they turn again and con-
fess your name, and pray and make suppli-
cation before you in this house,

25 then hear fromheaven, and forgive the
sin of your people Israel, and bring them
again to the land which you gave to them
and to their fathers.

26“When the sky is shut upand there is no
rain because they have sinned against you,
if they pray towards this place and confess
your name, and turn from their sin when
you afflict them,

27 thenhear inheaven, and forgive the sin
of your servants, your people Israel, when
you teach them the goodway in which they
should walk, and send rain on your land,
which you have given to your people for an
inheritance.

28 “If there is famine in the land, if there
is pestilence, if there is blight or mildew, lo-
cust or caterpillar; if their enemies besiege

them in the land of their cities; whatever
plague or whatever sickness there is—

29 whatever prayer and supplication is
made by any man, or by all your people
Israel, who will each know his own plague
and his own sorrow, and shall spread out
his hands towards this house,

30 then hear from heaven your dwelling
place and forgive, and give to every man
according to all his ways, whose heart you
know (for you, even you only, know the
hearts of the children of men),

31 that they may fear you, to walk in your
ways as long as they live in the land which
you gave to our fathers.

32 “Moreover, concerning the foreigner,
who is not of your people Israel, when he
comes from a far country for your great
name’s sake and your mighty hand and
your outstretched arm, when they come
and pray towards this house,

33 thenhear fromheaven, even fromyour
dwelling place, and do according to all that
the foreigner calls to you for; that all the
peoples of the earth may know your name
and fear you, as do your people Israel, and
that they may know that this house which I
have built is called by your name.

34 “If your people go out to battle against
their enemies, by whatever way you send
them, and they pray to you towards this
city which you have chosen, and the house
which I have built for your name;

35 then hear from heaven their prayer
and their supplication, and maintain their
cause.

36 “If they sin against you (for there is no
man who doesn’t sin), and you are angry
with them and deliver them to the enemy,
so that they carry them away captive to a
land far off or near;

37 yet if they come to their senses in the
land where they are carried captive, and
turn again, andmake supplication to you in
the land of their captivity, saying, ‘We have
sinned, we have done perversely, and have
dealt wickedly;’

38 if they return to youwith all their heart
and with all their soul in the land of their
captivity, where they have been taken cap-
tive, andpray towards their landwhich you
gave to their fathers, and the citywhich you
have chosen, and towards the house which
I have built for your name;

39 thenhear fromheaven, even fromyour
dwelling place, their prayer and their peti-
tions, andmaintain their cause, and forgive
your people who have sinned against you.

40 “Now, my God, let, I beg you, your eyes
beopen, and let yourearsbeattentive to the
prayer that is made in this place.
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41 “Now therefore arise, LORD God, into
your resting place, you, and the ark of your
strength. Let your priests, LORD God, be
clothed with salvation, and let your saints
rejoice in goodness.

42 “LORD God, don’t turn away the face
of your anointed. Remember your loving
kindnesses to David your servant.”

7
1Now when Solomon had finished pray-

ing, fire came down from heaven and con-
sumed theburnt offering and the sacrifices;
and the LORD’s glory filled the house.

2 The priests could not enter into the
LORD’s house, because the LORD’s glory
filled the LORD’s house.

3 All the children of Israel looked on,
when the fire came down, and the LORD’s
glory was on the house. They bowed them-
selves with their faces to the ground on the
pavement, worshipped, and gave thanks to
the LORD, saying,
“For he is good,

for his loving kindness endures for-
ever!”

4Then the king and all the people offered
sacrifices before the LORD.

5 King Solomon offered a sacrifice of
twenty-two thousand head of cattle and a
hundred and twenty thousand sheep. So
the king and all the people dedicated God’s
house.

6The priests stood, according to their po-
sitions; the Levites alsowith instruments of
music of the LORD, which David the king
hadmade to give thanks to the LORD, when
David praised by theirministry, saying “For
his loving kindness endures forever.” The
priests sounded trumpets before them; and
all Israel stood.

7 Moreover Solomon made the middle
of the court that was before the LORD’s
house holy; for there he offered the burnt
offerings and the fat of the peace offerings,
because the bronze altar which Solomon
hadmadewas not able to receive the burnt
offering, the meal offering, and the fat.

8 So Solomon held the feast at that time
for seven days, and all Israel with him, a
very great assembly, from the entrance of
Hamath to the brook of Egypt.

9 On the eighth day, they held a solemn
assembly; for they kept the dedication of
the altar seven days, and the feast seven
days.

10On the twenty-third day of the seventh
month, he sent the people away to their
tents, joyful and glad of heart for the good-
ness that the LORD had shown to David, to
Solomon, and to Israel his people.

11 Thus Solomon finished the LORD’s
house and the king’s house; and he
successfully completed all that came into
Solomon’s heart to make in the LORD’s
house and in his own house.

12 Then the LORD appeared to Solomon
by night, and said to him, “I have heard
your prayer, and have chosen this place for
myself for a house of sacrifice.

13 “If I shut up the sky so that there is no
rain, or if I command the locust to devour
the land, or if I send pestilence amongst my
people,

14 ifmypeoplewhoarecalledbymyname
will humble themselves, pray, seekmy face,
and turn from theirwickedways, then Iwill
hear from heaven, will forgive their sin,
and will heal their land.

15 Now my eyes will be open and my
ears attentive to prayer that is made in this
place.

16 For now I have chosen and made this
house holy, that my name may be there
forever; and my eyes and my heart will be
there perpetually.

17 “As for you, if you will walk before me
asDavidyour fatherwalked, anddoaccord-
ing to all that I have commanded you, and
will keepmy statutes andmy ordinances,

18 then I will establish the throne of your
kingdom, according as I covenanted with
David your father, saying, ‘There shall not
fail you aman to be ruler in Israel.’

19 But if you turn away and forsake my
statutes and my commandments which I
have set before you, and go and serve other
gods and worship them,

20 then I will pluck them up by the roots
outofmy landwhich Ihavegiven them; and
this house, which I have made holy for my
name, I will cast out of my sight, and I will
make it aproverbandabywordamongst all
peoples.

21 This house, which is so high, everyone
who passes by it will be astonished and say,
‘Why has the LORD done this to this land
and to this house?’

22They shall answer, ‘Because they aban-
doned the LORD, the God of their fathers,
who brought them out of the land of Egypt,
and took other gods, worshipped them, and
served them. Therefore he has brought all
this evil on them.’ ”

8
1 At the end of twenty years, in which

Solomonhadbuilt theLORD’shouseandhis
own house,

2 Solomon built the cities which Huram
had given to Solomon, and caused the chil-
dren of Israel to dwell there.
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3 Solomon went to Hamath Zobah, and
prevailed against it.

4He built Tadmor in the wilderness, and
all the storage cities, which he built in
Hamath.

5Also he built Beth Horon the upper and
Beth Horon the lower, fortified cities with
walls, gates, and bars;

6 and Baalath, and all the storage cities
that Solomon had, and all the cities for his
chariots, the cities for his horsemen, and
all that Solomon desired to build for his
pleasure in Jerusalem, in Lebanon, and in
all the land of his dominion.

7 As for all the people who were left of
theHittites, theAmorites, thePerizzites, the
Hivites, and the Jebusites, who were not of
Israel—

8 of their children who were left after
them in the land, whom the children of Is-
rael didn’t consume—of them Solomon con-
scripted forced labour to this day.

9 But of the children of Israel, Solomon
made no servants for his work, but they
were men of war, chief of his captains, and
rulers of his chariots and of his horsemen.

10 These were the chief officers of King
Solomon, even two-hundred and fifty, who
ruled over the people.

11 Solomon brought up Pharaoh’s daugh-
ter out of David’s city to the house that he
had built for her; for he said, “My wife
shall not dwell in the house of David king of
Israel, because the placeswhere the LORD’s
ark has come are holy.”

12 Then Solomon offered burnt offerings
to the LORD on the LORD’s altar which he
had built before the porch,

13 even as the duty of every day required,
offering according to the commandment of
Moses on the Sabbaths, on the new moons,
and on the set feasts, three times per year,
during the feast of unleavened bread, dur-
ing the feast of weeks, and during the feast
of booths.†

14 He appointed, according to the ordi-
nance of David his father, the divisions of
the priests to their service, and the Levites
to their offices, to praise and to minister
before the priests, as the duty of every day
required, the doorkeepers also by their di-
visions at every gate, for David the man of
God had so commanded.

15They didn’t depart from the command-
ment of the king to the priests and Levites
concerning any matter or concerning the
treasures.

16 Now all the work of Solomon was ac-
complished from the day of the foundation
of the LORD’s house until itwas finished. So
the LORD’s house was completed.

17Then Solomonwent to EzionGeber and
to Eloth, on the seashore in the land of
Edom.

18 Huram sent him ships and servants
who had knowledge of the sea by the hands
of his servants; and they came with the
servants of Solomon to Ophir, and brought
from there four hundred and fifty talents‡
of gold, and brought them to King Solomon.

9
1 When the queen of Sheba heard of

the fame of Solomon, she came to test
Solomon with hard questions at Jerusalem,
with a very great caravan, including camels
that bore spices, gold in abundance, and
precious stones. When she had come to
Solomon, she talkedwith him about all that
was in her heart.

2 Solomon answered all her questions.
There wasn’t anything hidden from
Solomonwhich he didn’t tell her.

3When the queen of Sheba had seen the
wisdom of Solomon, the house that he had
built,

4 the food of his table, the seating of his
servants, the attendance of his ministers,
their clothing, his cup bearers and their
clothing, and his ascent by which he went
up to the LORD’s house, there was no more
spirit in her.†

5She said to the king, “It was a true report
that I heard inmyown landof your acts and
of your wisdom.

6 However I didn’t believe their words
until I came, and my eyes had seen it; and
beholdhalf of the greatness of yourwisdom
wasn’t told me. You exceed the fame that I
heard!

7 Happy are your men, and happy are
these your servants, who stand continually
before you and hear your wisdom.

8 Blessed be the LORD your God, who
delighted in you and set you on his throne
to be king for the LORD your God, because
your God loved Israel, to establish them
forever. Therefore he made you king over
them, to do justice and righteousness.”

9 She gave the king one hundred and
twenty talents‡of gold, spices in great abun-
dance, and precious stones. There was
never before such spice as the queen of
Sheba gave to King Solomon.

† 8:13: or, feast of tents (Sukkot) ‡ 8:18: A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces, so 450 talents
is about 13.5metric tonnes † 9:4: or, she was breathless. ‡ 9:9: A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965
Troy ounces, so 120 talents is about 3.6 metric tonnes
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10 The servants of Huram and the ser-
vants of Solomon, who brought gold from
Ophir, also brought algum trees§ and pre-
cious stones.

11Thekingused algum treewood tomake
terraces for the LORD’s house and for the
king’shouse, andharpsand stringed instru-
ments for the singers. Therewere none like
these seen before in the land of Judah.

12 King Solomon gave to the queen of
Sheba all her desire, whatever she asked,
more than that which she had brought to
theking. So she turnedandwent toher own
land, she and her servants.

13 Now the weight of gold that came to
Solomon in one year was six hundred and
sixty-six talents† of gold,

14 in addition to that which the traders
and merchants brought. All the kings of
Arabia and the governors of the country
brought gold and silver to Solomon.

15King Solomonmade two hundred large
shields of beatengold. Sixhundred shekels‡
of beaten gold went to one large shield.

16 He made three hundred shields of
beaten gold. Three hundred shekels§ of
gold went to one shield. The king put them
in the House of the Forest of Lebanon.

17Moreover the kingmade a great throne
of ivory, and overlaid it with pure gold.

18Therewere six steps to the throne, with
a footstool of gold, which were fastened to
the throne, and armrests on either side by
the place of the seat, and two lions standing
beside the armrests.

19Twelve lions stood thereon theone side
and on the other on the six steps. Therewas
nothing like it made in any other kingdom.

20 All King Solomon’s drinking vessels
wereof gold, andall thevessels of theHouse
of the Forest of Lebanon were of pure gold.
Silver was not considered valuable in the
days of Solomon.

21 For the king had ships that went to
Tarshish with Huram’s servants. Once ev-
ery three years, the ships of Tarshish came
bringing gold, silver, ivory, apes, and pea-
cocks.

22So King Solomon exceeded all the kings
of the earth in riches and wisdom.

23 All the kings of the earth sought the
presence of Solomon to hear his wisdom,
which God had put in his heart.

24 They each brought tribute: vessels of
silver, vessels of gold, clothing, armour,
spices, horses, andmules every year.

25 Solomon had four thousand stalls for
horses and chariots, and twelve thousand
horsemen that he stationed in the chariot
cities and with the king at Jerusalem.

26 He ruled over all the kings from the
River even to the landof the Philistines, and
to the border of Egypt.

27 The king made silver as common in
Jerusalem as stones, and hemade cedars to
be as abundant as the sycamore trees that
are in the lowland.

28Theybroughthorses for Solomonout of
Egypt and out of all lands.

29Nowtherestof theactsof Solomon,first
and last, aren’t they written in the history
of Nathan the prophet, and in the prophecy
of Ahijah the Shilonite, and in the visions of
Iddo the seer concerning Jeroboam the son
of Nebat?

30 Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over all
Israel forty years.

31 Solomon slept with his fathers, and he
was buried in his father David’s city; and
Rehoboam his son reigned in his place.

10
1 Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Is-

rael had come to Shechem to make him
king.

2When Jeroboam the son of Nebat heard
of it (for he was in Egypt, where he had
fled from the presence of King Solomon),
Jeroboam returned out of Egypt.

3They sent and called him; and Jeroboam
and all Israel came, and they spoke to Re-
hoboam, saying,

4 “Your father made our yoke grievous.
Now thereforemake the grievous service of
your father and his heavy yoke which he
put on us, lighter, and wewill serve you.”

5He said to them, “Comeagain tomeafter
three days.”
So the people departed.
6 King Rehoboam took counsel with the

old men, who had stood before Solomon
his father while he yet lived, saying, “What
counsel do you give me about how to an-
swer these people?”

7 They spoke to him, saying, “If you are
kind to these people, please them, and
speak goodwords to them, then theywill be
your servants forever.”

8 But he abandoned the counsel of the
old men which they had given him, and
took counsel with the young men who had
grown upwith him, who stood before him.

§ 9:10: possibly Indian sandalwood, which has nice grain and a pleasant scent and is good forwoodworking † 9:13:
A talent is about 30kilogramsor66poundsor965Troyounces, so 666 talents is about 20metric tonnes ‡ 9:15: Ashekel

is about 10 grams or about 0.32 Troy ounces, so 600 shekels was about 6 kilograms or about 192 Troy ounces. § 9:16:
A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.32 Troy ounces, so 300 shekels was about 3 kilograms or about 96 Troy ounces.
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9He said to them, “What counsel do you
give, that we may give an answer to these
people, who have spoken to me, saying,
‘Make the yoke that your father put on us
lighter’?”

10 The young men who had grown up
with him spoke to him, saying, “Thus you
shall tell the people who spoke to you, say-
ing, ‘Your father made our yoke heavy, but
make it lighter on us;’ thus you shall say
to them, ‘My little finger is thicker than my
father’s waist.

11Nowwhereas my father burdened you
with a heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke.
My father chastised you with whips, but I
will chastise you with scorpions.’ ”

12So Jeroboam and all the people came to
Rehoboam the third day, as the king asked,
saying, “Come tome again the third day.”

13 The king answered them roughly; and
King Rehoboam abandoned the counsel of
the old men,

14 and spoke to them after the counsel of
the young men, saying, “My father made
your yoke heavy, but I will add to it. My
father chastised you with whips, but I will
chastise you with scorpions.”

15 So the king didn’t listen to the people;
for it was brought about by God, that the
LORD might establish his word, which he
spoke by Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam
the son of Nebat.

16When all Israel saw that the king didn’t
listen to them, the people answered the
king, saying, “What portion do we have in
David? We don’t have an inheritance in the
sonof Jesse! Everyman toyour tents, Israel!
Now see to your own house, David.” So all
Israel departed to their tents.

17 But as for the children of Israel who
lived in the cities of Judah, Rehoboam
reigned over them.

18 Then King Rehoboam sent Hadoram,
who was over the men subject to forced
labour; and the children of Israel stoned
him to death with stones. King Rehoboam
hurried to get himself up to his chariot, to
flee to Jerusalem.

19So Israel rebelled against David’s house
to this day.

11
1 When Rehoboam had come to

Jerusalem, heassembled thehouseof Judah
and Benjamin, one hundred and eighty
thousand chosen men who were warriors,
to fight against Israel, to bring the kingdom
again to Rehoboam.

2But the LORD’s word came to Shemaiah
theman of God, saying,

3“Speak toRehoboamthesonofSolomon,
king of Judah, and to all Israel in Judah and
Benjamin, saying,

4 ‘TheLORDsays, “You shall not goup, nor
fight against your brothers! Every man re-
turn to his house; for this thing is of me.” ’ ”
So they listened to the LORD’s words, and
returned from going against Jeroboam.

5Rehoboam lived in Jerusalem, and built
cities for defence in Judah.

6He built Bethlehem, Etam, Tekoa,
7Beth Zur, Soco, Adullam,
8Gath, Mareshah, Ziph,
9Adoraim, Lachish, Azekah,
10 Zorah, Aijalon, and Hebron, which are

fortified cities in Judah and in Benjamin.
11 He fortified the strongholds and put

captains in themwith stores of food, oil and
wine.

12He put shields and spears in every city,
and made them exceedingly strong. Judah
and Benjamin belonged to him.

13 The priests and the Levites who were
in all Israel stood with him out of all their
territory.

14 For the Levites left their pasture lands
and their possessions, and came to Judah
and Jerusalem; for Jeroboam and his sons
cast them off, that they should not execute
the priest’s office to the LORD.

15 He himself appointed priests for the
high places, for the male goat and calf idols
which he hadmade.

16After them, out of all the tribes of Israel,
thosewho set their hearts to seek the LORD,
the God of Israel, came to Jerusalem to sac-
rifice to the LORD, the God of their fathers.

17 So they strengthened the kingdom of
Judah and made Rehoboam the son of
Solomon strong for three years, for they
walked three years in the way of David and
Solomon.

18Rehoboam took a wife for himself, Ma-
halath the daughter of Jerimoth the son of
David and of Abihail the daughter of Eliab
the son of Jesse.

19 She bore him sons: Jeush, Shemariah,
and Zaham.

20 After her, he took Maacah the grand-
daughter of Absalom; and she bore him
Abijah, Attai, Ziza, and Shelomith.

21 Rehoboam loved Maacah the grand-
daughter of Absalom above all his wives
and his concubines; for he took eighteen
wives and sixty concubines, and became
the father of twenty-eight sons and sixty
daughters.

22Rehoboam appointed Abijah the son of
Maacah to be chief, the prince amongst his
brothers, for he intended tomake himking.
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23 He dealt wisely, and dispersed some
of his sons throughout all the lands of Ju-
dah and Benjamin, to every fortified city.
He gave them food in abundance; and he
sought many wives for them.

12
1When thekingdomofRehoboamwases-

tablished and hewas strong, he abandoned
the LORD’s law, and all Israel with him.

2 In the fifth year of King Rehoboam,
Shishak king of Egypt came up against
Jerusalem, because they had trespassed
against the LORD,

3with twelve hundred chariots and sixty
thousandhorsemen. Thepeoplewerewith-
out number who came with him out of
Egypt: the Lubim, the Sukkiim, and the
Ethiopians.

4 He took the fortified cities which be-
longed to Judah, and came to Jerusalem.

5Now Shemaiah the prophet came to Re-
hoboam and to the princes of Judah, who
were gathered together to Jerusalem be-
cause of Shishak, and said to them, “The
LORD says, ‘You have forsaken me, there-
fore I have also left you in the hand of
Shishak.’ ”

6 Then the princes of Israel and the king
humbled themselves; and they said, “The
LORD is righteous.”

7 When the LORD saw that they hum-
bled themselves, the LORD’s word came
to Shemaiah, saying, “They have humbled
themselves. I will not destroy them, but I
will grant them some deliverance, and my
wrathwon’t be poured out on Jerusalem by
the hand of Shishak.

8 Nevertheless they will be his servants,
that they may know my service, and the
service of the kingdoms of the countries.”

9 So Shishak king of Egypt came up
against Jerusalem and took away the trea-
sures of the LORD’s house and the treasures
of the king’s house. He took it all away.
He also took away the shields of gold which
Solomon hadmade.

10KingRehoboammadeshieldsofbronze
in their place, and committed them to the
handsof the captainsof theguard,whokept
the door of the king’s house.

11 As often as the king entered into the
LORD’s house, the guard came and bore
them, then brought them back into the
guard room.

12When he humbled himself, the LORD’s
wrath turned fromhim, so as not to destroy
him altogether. Moreover, there were good
things found in Judah.

13 So King Rehoboam strengthened him-
self in Jerusalem and reigned; for Re-
hoboam was forty-one years old when he

began to reign, and he reigned seventeen
years in Jerusalem, the citywhich the LORD
had chosen out of all the tribes of Israel to
put his name there. Hismother’s namewas
Naamah the Ammonitess.

14He did that which was evil, because he
didn’t set his heart to seek the LORD.

15 Now the acts of Rehoboam, first and
last, aren’t they written in the histories of
Shemaiah the prophet and of Iddo the seer,
in the genealogies? There were wars be-
tween Rehoboam and Jeroboam continu-
ally.

16 Rehoboam slept with his fathers, and
was buried in David’s city; and Abijah his
son reigned in his place.

13
1 In the eighteenthyear ofKing Jeroboam,

Abijah began to reign over Judah.
2Hereigned threeyears in Jerusalem. His

mother’s name was Micaiah the daughter
of Uriel of Gibeah. There was war between
Abijah and Jeroboam.

3 Abijah joined battle with an army of
valiant men of war, even four hundred
thousand chosen men; and Jeroboam set
the battle in array against him with eight
hundred thousand chosen men, who were
mighty men of valour.

4 Abijah stood up on Mount Zemaraim,
which is in the hill country of Ephraim, and
said, “Hearme, Jeroboam and all Israel:

5 Ought you not to know that the LORD,
the God of Israel, gave the kingdom over
Israel to David forever, even to him and to
his sons by a covenant of salt?

6 Yet Jeroboam the son of Nebat, the ser-
vant of Solomon the son of David, rose up,
and rebelled against his lord.

7 Worthless men were gathered to
him, wicked fellows who strengthened
themselves against Rehoboam the son of
Solomon, when Rehoboam was young and
tender hearted, and could not withstand
them.

8 “Now you intend to withstand the king-
dom of the LORD in the hand of the sons of
David. You are a great multitude, and the
golden calves which Jeroboam made you
for gods are with you.

9Haven’t you driven out the priests of the
LORD, the sons of Aaron, and the Levites,
and made priests for yourselves according
to the ways of the peoples of other lands?
Whoever comes to consecrate himself with
ayoungbull and seven ramsmaybeapriest
of those who are no gods.

10 “But as for us, the LORD is our God, and
we have not forsaken him. We have priests
serving the LORD, the sons of Aaron, and
the Levites in their work.
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11 They burn to the LORD every morn-
ing and every evening burnt offerings and
sweet incense. Theyalso set the showbread
in order on the pure table, and care for
the gold lamp stand with its lamps, to burn
every evening; for we keep the instruction
of the LORDourGod, but youhave forsaken
him.

12Behold, God is with us at our head, and
his priests with the trumpets of alarm to
sound an alarm against you. Children of
Israel, don’t fight against the LORD, the God
of your fathers; for you will not prosper.”

13 But Jeroboam caused an ambush to
come about behind them; so they were be-
fore Judah, and the ambush was behind
them.

14 When Judah looked back, behold, the
battle was before and behind them; and
they cried to the LORD, and the priests
sounded with the trumpets.

15 Then the men of Judah gave a shout.
As the men of Judah shouted, God struck
Jeroboam and all Israel before Abijah and
Judah.

16Thechildrenof Israelfledbefore Judah,
and God delivered them into their hand.

17Abijah and his people killed themwith
a great slaughter, so five hundred thousand
chosenmen of Israel fell down slain.

18 Thus the children of Israel were
brought under at that time, and the
children of Judah prevailed, because they
relied on the LORD, the God of their fathers.

19 Abijah pursued Jeroboam, and took
cities from him: Bethel with its villages,
Jeshanahwith its villages, and Ephronwith
its villages.

20 Jeroboamdidn’t recover strength again
in the days of Abijah. The LORD struck him,
and he died.

21 But Abijah grew mighty and took for
himself fourteen wives, and became the fa-
ther of twenty-two sons and sixteen daugh-
ters.

22The rest of the acts of Abijah, his ways,
and his sayings are written in the commen-
tary of the prophet Iddo.

14
1SoAbijah sleptwithhis fathers, and they

buried him in David’s city; and Asa his son
reigned in his place. In his days, the land
was quiet ten years.

2Asadid thatwhichwas goodand right in
the LORD his God’s eyes,

3 for he took away the foreign altars and
the high places, broke down the pillars, cut
down the Asherah poles,

4 and commanded Judah to seek the
LORD, the God of their fathers, and to obey
his law and command.

5Also he took away out of all the cities of
Judah the high places and the sun images;
and the kingdomwas quiet before him.

6He built fortified cities in Judah; for the
land was quiet, and he had no war in those
years, because the LORD had given him
rest.

7 For he said to Judah, “Let’s build these
cities and make walls around them, with
towers, gates, and bars. The land is yet be-
fore us, because we have sought the LORD
our God. We have sought him, and he has
given us rest on every side.” So they built
and prospered.

8Asa had an army of three hundred thou-
sand out of Judah who bore bucklers and
spears, and two hundred and eighty thou-
sand out of Benjaminwho bore shields and
drew bows. All these were mighty men of
valour.

9 Zerah the Ethiopian came out against
them with an army of a million troops and
three hundred chariots, and he came to
Mareshah.

10 Then Asa went out to meet him, and
they set the battle in array in the valley of
Zephathah at Mareshah.

11Asa cried to the LORDhisGod, and said,
“LORD, there is no one besides you to help,
between the mighty and him who has no
strength. Help us, LORD our God; for we
rely on you, and in your name are we come
against this multitude. LORD, you are our
God. Don’t let man prevail against you.”

12 So the LORD struck the Ethiopians be-
fore Asa and before Judah; and the Ethiopi-
ans fled.

13Asa and the people whowere with him
pursued them to Gerar. So many of the
Ethiopians fell that they could not recover
themselves, for theywere destroyed before
the LORD and before his army. Judah’s
army carried away verymuch booty.

14They struck all the cities around Gerar,
for the fear of the LORD came on them.
They plundered all the cities, for there was
much plunder in them.

15 They also struck the tents of those
who had livestock, and carried away sheep
and camels in abundance, then returned to
Jerusalem.

15
1 The Spirit of God came on Azariah the

son of Oded.
2Hewentout tomeetAsa, andsaid tohim,

“Hearme, Asa, and all Judah andBenjamin!
The LORD is with you while you are with
him; and if you seek him, he will be found
by you; but if you forsake him, he will for-
sake you.
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3Now for a long time Israel was without
the true God, without a teaching priest, and
without law.

4Butwhen in their distress they turned to
theLORD, theGodof Israel, and sought him,
he was found by them.

5 In those times therewasnopeace to him
who went out, nor to himwho came in; but
great troubleswere onall the inhabitants of
the lands.

6 They were broken in pieces, nation
against nation, and city against city; forGod
troubled themwith all adversity.

7But you be strong! Don’t let your hands
be slack, for your work will be rewarded.”

8 When Asa heard these words and the
prophecy of Oded the prophet, he took
courage, and put away the abominations
out of all the land of Judah and Benjamin,
and out of the cities which he had taken
from the hill country of Ephraim; and he
renewed the LORD’s altar that was before
the LORD’s porch.

9 He gathered all Judah and Benjamin,
and those who lived with them out of
Ephraim, Manasseh, and Simeon; for they
came to him out of Israel in abundance
when they saw that the LORD his God was
with him.

10 So they gathered themselves together
at Jerusalem in the third month, in the fif-
teenth year of Asa’s reign.

11 They sacrificed to the LORD in that
day, of the plunderwhich theyhadbrought,
seven hundred head of cattle and seven
thousand sheep.

12They entered into the covenant to seek
the LORD, the God of their fathers, with all
their heart and with all their soul;

13 and that whoever would not seek the
LORD, the God of Israel, should be put to
death, whether small or great, whether
man or woman.

14 They swore to the LORD with a loud
voice, with shouting, with trumpets, and
with cornets.

15All Judah rejoiced at the oath, for they
had sworn with all their heart and sought
him with their whole desire; and he was
found by them. Then the LORD gave them
rest all around.

16 Also Maacah, the mother of Asa
the king, he removed from being queen
mother, because she had made an abom-
inable image for an Asherah; so Asa cut
down her image, ground it into dust, and
burnt it at the brook Kidron.

17 But the high places were not taken
awayout of Israel; nevertheless the heart of
Asa was perfect all his days.

18 He brought the things that his father
had dedicated and that he himself had ded-
icated, silver, gold, and vessels into God’s
house.

19 There was no more war to the thirty-
fifth year of Asa’s reign.

16
1 In the thirty-sixth year of Asa’s reign,

Baashakingof Israelwentupagainst Judah,
and built Ramah, that he might not allow
anyone to go out or come in to Asa king of
Judah.

2ThenAsabrought out silver andgoldout
of the treasures of the LORD’s house and
of the king’s house, and sent to Ben Hadad
king of Syria, who lived at Damascus, say-
ing,

3 “Let there be a treaty between me and
you, as there was between my father and
your father. Behold, I have sent you silver
andgold. Go, breakyour treatywithBaasha
king of Israel, that hemay depart fromme.”

4BenHadad listened toKingAsa, and sent
the captains of his armies against the cities
of Israel; and they struck Ijon, Dan, Abel
Maim, and all the storage cities of Naphtali.

5 When Baasha heard of it, he stopped
building Ramah, and let his work cease.

6 Then Asa the king took all Judah, and
they carried away the stones and timber of
Ramah, with which Baasha had built; and
he built Geba andMizpah with them.

7At that timeHanani the seer came toAsa
kingof Judah, and said tohim, “Becauseyou
have relied on the king of Syria, and have
not relied on the LORD your God, therefore
the army of the king of Syria has escaped
out of your hand.

8Weren’t the Ethiopians and the Lubim a
huge army, with chariots and exceedingly
many horsemen? Yet, because you relied
on the LORD, he delivered them into your
hand.

9 For the LORD’s eyes run back and forth
throughout the whole earth, to show him-
self strong in the behalf of them whose
heart is perfect towards him. You have
done foolishly in this; for from now on you
will have wars.”

10 Then Asa was angry with the seer, and
put him in the prison; for he was in a
rage with him because of this thing. Asa
oppressed some of the people at the same
time.

11 Behold, the acts of Asa, first and last,
behold, they are written in the book of the
kings of Judah and Israel.

12 In the thirty-ninth year of his reign, Asa
was diseased in his feet. His diseasewas ex-
ceedingly great; yet in his disease he didn’t
seek the LORD, but just the physicians.
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13 Asa slept with his fathers, and died in
the forty-first year of his reign.

14 They buried him in his own tomb,
which he had dug out for himself in David’s
city, and laid him in the bed which was
filled with sweet odours and various kinds
of spices prepared by the perfumers’ art;
and theymade a very great fire for him.

17
1 Jehoshaphathis son reigned inhis place,

and strengthened himself against Israel.
2He placed forces in all the fortified cities

of Judah, and set garrisons in the land of
Judah and in the cities of Ephraim, which
Asa his father had taken.

3 The LORD was with Jehoshaphat, be-
cause he walked in the first ways of his
father David, and didn’t seek the Baals,

4 but sought the God of his father, and
walked in his commandments, and not in
the ways of Israel.

5 Therefore the LORD established the
kingdom in his hand. All Judah brought
tribute to Jehoshaphat, and he had riches
and honour in abundance.

6His heartwas lifted up in theways of the
LORD. Furthermore, he took away the high
places and the Asherah poles out of Judah.

7 Also in the third year of his reign he
sent his princes, even Ben Hail, Obadiah,
Zechariah, Nethanel, and Micaiah, to teach
in the cities of Judah;

8 and with them Levites, even Shema-
iah, Nethaniah, Zebadiah, Asahel, Shemi-
ramoth, Jehonathan, Adonijah, Tobijah,
and Tobadonijah, the Levites; and with
them Elishama and Jehoram, the priests.

9They taught in Judah, having the bookof
theLORD’s lawwith them. Theywent about
throughoutall the cities of Judahand taught
amongst the people.

10 The fear of the LORD fell on all the
kingdoms of the lands that were around
Judah, so that they made no war against
Jehoshaphat.

11 Some of the Philistines brought Je-
hoshaphat presents and silver for trib-
ute. The Arabians also brought him flocks:
seven thousand and seven hundred rams
and seven thousand and seven hundred
male goats.

12 Jehoshaphat grew great exceedingly;
and he built fortresses and store cities in
Judah.

13He had many works in the cities of Ju-
dah; andmen ofwar, mightymen of valour,
in Jerusalem.

14 This was the numbering of them ac-
cording to their fathers’ houses: From Ju-
dah, the captains of thousands: Adnah the

captain, and with him three hundred thou-
sandmighty men of valour;

15andnext to him Jehohanan the captain,
andwithhim twohundred and eighty thou-
sand;

16 and next to him Amasiah the son of
Zichri, who willingly offered himself to the
LORD, andwithhim twohundred thousand
mighty men of valour.

17 From Benjamin: Eliada, a mighty man
of valour, and with him two hundred thou-
sand armedwith bow and shield;

18 and next to him Jehozabad, and with
him one hundred and eighty thousand
ready and prepared for war.

19 These were those who waited on the
king, in addition to thosewhomthekingput
in the fortified cities throughout all Judah.

18
1 Now Jehoshaphat had riches and hon-

our in abundance; and he allied himself
with Ahab.

2After some years, hewent down toAhab
to Samaria. Ahab killed sheep and cattle
for him in abundance, and for the people
who were with him, and moved him to go
upwith him to Ramoth Gilead.

3Ahab king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat
king of Judah, “Will you go with me to
Ramoth Gilead?”
He answered him, “I am as you are, and

my people as your people. We will be with
you in the war.”

4 Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel,
“Please enquire first for the LORD’s word.”

5 Then the king of Israel gathered the
prophets together, four hundred men, and
said to them, “Shall we go to Ramoth Gilead
to battle, or shall I forbear?”
They said, “Go up, for God will deliver it

into the hand of the king.”
6But Jehoshaphat said, “Isn’t there here a

prophet of the LORD besides, that we may
enquire of him?”

7 The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat,
“There is yet one man by whom we may
enquire of the LORD; but I hate him, for he
never prophesies good concerning me, but
always evil. He is Micaiah the son of Imla.”
Jehoshaphat said, “Don’t let the king say

so.”
8 Then the king of Israel called an offi-

cer, and said, “Get Micaiah the son of Imla
quickly.”

9Now the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat
the king of Judah each sat on his throne,
arrayed in their robes, and theywere sitting
in an open place at the entrance of the
gate of Samaria; and all the prophets were
prophesying before them.
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10 Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah made
himself horns of iron and said, “The LORD
says, ‘With these you shall push the Syrians,
until they are consumed.’ ”

11All the prophets prophesied so, saying,
“Go up to Ramoth Gilead, and prosper; for
the LORDwill deliver it into the hand of the
king.”

12 The messenger who went to call Mi-
caiah spoke to him, saying, “Behold, the
words of the prophets declare good to the
king with one mouth. Let your word there-
fore, please be like one of theirs, and speak
good.”

13Micaiah said, “As the LORD lives, I will
say what my God says.”

14Whenhe had come to the king, the king
said tohim, “Micaiah, shallwego toRamoth
Gilead to battle, or shall I forbear?”
He said, “Go up, and prosper. They shall

be delivered into your hand.”
15The king said to him, “Howmany times

shall I adjure you that you speak to me
nothing but the truth in the LORD’s name?”

16Hesaid, “I sawall Israel scatteredon the
mountains, as sheep thathaveno shepherd.
The LORD said, ‘These have no master. Let
them each return to his house in peace.’ ”

17 The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat,
“Didn’t I tell you thathewouldnotprophesy
good concerningme, but evil?”

18 Micaiah said, “Therefore hear the
LORD’s word: I saw the LORD sitting on his
throne, and all the armyof heaven standing
on his right hand and on his left.

19 The LORD said, ‘Who will entice Ahab
king of Israel, that he may go up and fall at
Ramoth Gilead?’ One spoke saying in this
way, and another saying in that way.

20 A spirit came out, stood before the
LORD, and said, ‘I will entice him.’

“The LORD said to him, ‘How?’
21 “He said, ‘I will go, and will be a lying

spirit in themouth of all his prophets.’
“He said, ‘You will entice him, and will

prevail also. Go and do so.’
22 “Now therefore, behold, the LORD has

put a lying spirit in themouth of these your
prophets; and the LORD has spoken evil
concerning you.”

23 Then Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah
came near, and struck Micaiah on the
cheek, and said, “Whichwaydid theLORD’s
Spirit go fromme to speak to you?”

24Micaiah said, “Behold, you shall see on
that day, when you go into an inner room to
hide yourself.”

25 The king of Israel said, “Take Micaiah,
and carry him back to Amon the governor
of the city, and to Joash the king’s son;

26 and say, ‘The king says, “Put this fellow
in the prison, and feed him with bread of

affliction and with water of affliction, until
I return in peace.” ’ ”

27 Micaiah said, “If you return at all in
peace, the LORD has not spoken byme.” He
said, “Listen, you people, all of you!”

28 So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat
the king of Judahwentup toRamothGilead.

29 The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat,
“I will disguise myself, and go into the bat-
tle; but you put on your robes.” So the king
of Israel disguised himself; and they went
into the battle.

30Now the king of Syria had commanded
the captains of his chariots, saying, “Don’t
fight with small nor great, except only with
the king of Israel.”

31When the captains of the chariots saw
Jehoshaphat, they said, “It is the king of
Israel!” Therefore they turned around to
fight against him. But Jehoshaphat cried
out, and the LORD helped him; and God
moved them to depart from him.

32When the captains of the chariots saw
that itwasnot thekingof Israel, they turned
back from pursuing him.

33Acertainmandrewhis bowat random,
and struck the king of Israel between the
joints of the armour. Therefore he said to
the driver of the chariot, “Turn around and
carry me out of the battle, for I am severely
wounded.”

34 The battle increased that day. How-
ever, the king of Israel propped himself up
in his chariot against the Syrians until the
evening; and at about sunset, he died.

19
1 Jehoshaphat the king of Judah returned

to his house in peace to Jerusalem.
2 Jehu the son ofHanani the seerwent out

to meet him, and said to King Jehoshaphat,
“Shouldyouhelp thewicked, and love those
who hate the LORD? Because of this, wrath
is on you from before the LORD.

3 Nevertheless there are good things
found in you, in that you have put away
the Asheroth out of the land, and have set
your heart to seek God.”

4 Jehoshaphat lived at Jerusalem; and he
went out again amongst the people from
Beersheba to the hill country of Ephraim,
and brought them back to the LORD, the
God of their fathers.

5He set judges in the land throughout all
the fortified cities of Judah, city by city,

6 and said to the judges, “Consider what
you do, for you don’t judge for man, but
for the LORD; and he is with you in the
judgement.

7Now therefore let the fear of the LORD
be on you. Take heed and do it; for there
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is no iniquity with the LORD our God, nor
respect of persons, nor taking of bribes.”

8Moreover in Jerusalem Jehoshaphat ap-
pointed certain Levites, priests, and heads
of the fathers’ households of Israel to give
judgement for the LORD and for controver-
sies. They returned to Jerusalem.

9He commanded them, saying, “You shall
do this in the fear of the LORD, faithfully,
and with a perfect heart.

10 Whenever any controversy comes to
you from your brothers who dwell in their
cities, between blood and blood, between
law and commandment, statutes and ordi-
nances, you must warn them, that they not
be guilty towards the LORD, and so wrath
come on you and on your brothers. Do this,
and you will not be guilty.

11Behold, Amariah the chief priest is over
you in all matters of the LORD; and Zeba-
diah the son of Ishmael, the ruler of the
house of Judah, in all the king’s matters.
Also the Levites shall be officers before you.
Deal courageously, and may the LORD be
with the good.”

20
1 After this, the children of Moab, the

children of Ammon, andwith them some of
the Ammonites, came against Jehoshaphat
to battle.

2Then some came who told Jehoshaphat,
saying, “Agreatmultitude is comingagainst
you from beyond the sea from Syria. Be-
hold, they are in Hazazon Tamar” (that is,
En Gedi).

3 Jehoshaphat was alarmed, and set him-
self to seek the LORD. He proclaimed a fast
throughout all Judah.

4 Judah gathered themselves together to
seek help from the LORD. They came out of
all the cities of Judah to seek the LORD.

5 Jehoshaphat stood in the assembly of
Judah and Jerusalem, in the LORD’s house,
before the new court;

6 and he said, “LORD, the God of our fa-
thers, aren’t you God in heaven? Aren’t you
ruler over all the kingdoms of the nations?
Power and might are in your hand, so that
no one is able to withstand you.

7Didn’t you, our God, drive out the inhab-
itants of this land before your people Israel,
and give it to the offspring† of Abraham
your friend forever?

8 They lived in it, and have built you a
sanctuary in it for your name, saying,

9 ‘If evil comes on us—the sword, judge-
ment, pestilence, or famine—we will stand
before this house, and before you (for your
name is in this house), and cry to you in our
affliction, and you will hear and save.’

10 Now, behold, the children of Ammon
and Moab and Mount Seir, whom you
would not let Israel invadewhen they came
out of the land of Egypt, but they turned
away from them, and didn’t destroy them;

11 behold, how they reward us, to come
to cast us out of your possession, which you
have given us to inherit.

12Our God, will you not judge them? For
we have no might against this great com-
pany that comes against us. We don’t know
what to do, but our eyes are on you.”

13 All Judah stood before the LORD, with
their little ones, their wives, and their chil-
dren.

14 Then the LORD’s Spirit came on Ja-
haziel the son of Zechariah, the son of Be-
naiah, the son of Jeiel, the son ofMattaniah,
the Levite, of the sons of Asaph, in the mid-
dle of the assembly;

15 and he said, “Listen, all Judah, and
you inhabitants of Jerusalem, andyou, King
Jehoshaphat. The LORD says to you, ‘Don’t
be afraid, and don’t be dismayed because
of this great multitude; for the battle is not
yours, but God’s.

16 Tomorrow, go down against them. Be-
hold, they are coming up by the ascent of
Ziz. You will find them at the end of the
valley, before the wilderness of Jeruel.

17 You will not need to fight this battle.
Set yourselves, stand still, and see the sal-
vation of the LORD with you, O Judah and
Jerusalem. Don’t be afraid, nor be dis-
mayed. Go out against them tomorrow, for
the LORD is with you.’ ”

18 Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his
face to the ground; and all Judah and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem fell down before
the LORD, worshipping the LORD.

19 The Levites, of the children of the
Kohathites and of the children of the Ko-
rahites, stood up to praise the LORD, the
God of Israel, with an exceedingly loud
voice.

20 They rose early in the morning and
went out into the wilderness of Tekoa. As
they went out, Jehoshaphat stood and said,
“Listen to me, Judah and you inhabitants
of Jerusalem! Believe in the LORD your
God, so you will be established! Believe his
prophets, so you will prosper.”

21 When he had taken counsel with the
people, he appointed those who were to
sing to the LORD and give praise in holy
array as they go out before the army, and
say, “Give thanks to the LORD, for his loving
kindness endures forever.”

† 20:7: or, seed
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22When they began to sing and to praise,
the LORD set ambushers against the chil-
dren of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir,
who had come against Judah; and they
were struck.

23 For the children of Ammon and Moab
stood up against the inhabitants of Mount
Seir to utterly kill and destroy them. When
they had finished the inhabitants of Seir,
everyone helped to destroy each other.

24 When Judah came to the place over-
looking the wilderness, they looked at the
multitude; andbehold, theyweredeadbod-
ies fallen to the earth, and there were none
who escaped.

25 When Jehoshaphat and his people
came to take their plunder, they found
amongst them in abundance both riches
and dead bodies with precious jewels,
which they stripped off for themselves,
more than they could carry away. They
took plunder for three days, it was somuch.

26 On the fourth day, they assembled
themselves in Beracah‡ Valley, for there
they blessed the LORD. Therefore the name
of that place was called “Beracah Valley” to
this day.

27 Then they returned, every man of Ju-
dah and Jerusalem, with Jehoshaphat in
front of them, to go again to Jerusalemwith
joy; for the LORD hadmade them to rejoice
over their enemies.

28 They came to Jerusalem with stringed
instruments, harps, and trumpets to the
LORD’s house.

29The fear ofGodwasonall thekingdoms
of the countries when they heard that the
LORD fought against the enemies of Israel.

30 So the realm of Jehoshaphat was quiet,
for his God gave him rest all around.

31So Jehoshaphat reigned over Judah. He
was thirty-five years old when he began
to reign. He reigned twenty-five years in
Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Azubah
the daughter of Shilhi.

32He walked in the way of Asa his father,
and didn’t turn away from it, doing that
which was right in the LORD’s eyes.

33 However the high places were not
taken away, and the people had still not set
their hearts on the God of their fathers.

34Now the rest of the acts of Jehoshaphat,
first and last, behold, they arewritten in the
history of Jehu the son of Hanani, which is
included in the book of the kings of Israel.

35 After this, Jehoshaphat king of Judah
joined himself with Ahaziah king of Israel.
The same did very wickedly.

36 He joined himself with him to make
ships to go to Tarshish. Theymade the ships
in Ezion Geber.

37 Then Eliezer the son of Dodavahu of
Mareshah prophesied against Jehoshaphat,
saying, “Because you have joined yourself
withAhaziah, the LORDhas destroyed your
works.” The ships were wrecked, so that
they were not able to go to Tarshish.

21
1 Jehoshaphat slept with his fathers, and

was buried with his fathers in David’s city;
and Jehoram his son reigned in his place.

2 He had brothers, the sons of Je-
hoshaphat: Azariah, Jehiel, Zechariah,
Azariah,Michael, andShephatiah. All these
were the sons of Jehoshaphat king of Israel.

3 Their father gave them great gifts of
silver, of gold, and of precious things, with
fortified cities in Judah; but he gave the
kingdom to Jehoram, because he was the
firstborn.

4 Now when Jehoram had risen up over
the kingdomof his father, andhad strength-
ened himself, he killed all his brothers with
the sword, and also some of the princes of
Israel.

5 Jehoram was thirty-two years old when
he began to reign, and he reigned eight
years in Jerusalem.

6He walked in the way of the kings of Is-
rael, as did Ahab’s house, for he had Ahab’s
daughter as hiswife. He did thatwhichwas
evil in the LORD’s sight.

7 However the LORD would not destroy
David’s house, because of the covenant
that he had made with David, and as he
promised to give a lamp to him and to his
children always.

8 In his days Edom revolted from under
the hand of Judah, and made a king over
themselves.

9 Then Jehoram went there with his cap-
tains and all his chariots with him. He rose
up by night and struck the Edomites who
surrounded him, alongwith the captains of
the chariots.

10So Edomhas been in revolt fromunder
the hand of Judah to this day. Then Libnah
revolted at the same time from under his
hand, because he had forsaken the LORD,
the God of his fathers.

11 Moreover he made high places in the
mountains of Judah, and made the inhabi-
tants of Jerusalem play the prostitute, and
led Judah astray.

12 A letter came to him from Elijah the
prophet, saying, “the LORD, the God of
David your father, says, ‘Because you have

‡ 20:26: “Beracah” means “blessing”.
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notwalked in theways of Jehoshaphat your
father, nor in the ways of Asa king of Judah,

13but havewalked in theway of the kings
of Israel, and have made Judah and the in-
habitants of Jerusalemtoplay theprostitute
like Ahab’s house did, and also have slain
your brothers of your father’s house, who
were better than yourself,

14 behold, the LORD will strike your peo-
plewith a great plague, including your chil-
dren, your wives, and all your possessions;

15 and you will have great sickness with
a disease of your bowels, until your bowels
fall out by reason of the sickness, day by
day.’ ”

16 The LORD stirred up against Jehoram
the spirit of the Philistines and of the Ara-
bians who are beside the Ethiopians;

17 and they came up against Judah, broke
into it, and carried away all the possessions
that were found in the king’s house, includ-
ing his sons and his wives, so that there
was no son left to him except Jehoahaz, the
youngest of his sons.

18After all this the LORD struck him inhis
bowels with an incurable disease.

19 In process of time, at the end of two
years, his bowels fell out by reason of his
sickness, andhediedof severediseases. His
people made no burning for him, like the
burning of his fathers.

20 He was thirty-two years old when he
began to reign, and he reigned in Jerusalem
eight years. He departed with no one’s
regret. They buried him in David’s city, but
not in the tombs of the kings.

22
1 The inhabitants of Jerusalem made

Ahaziah his youngest son king in his place,
because the band of men who came with
the Arabians to the camp had slain all the
oldest. So Ahaziah the son of Jehoram king
of Judah reigned.

2 Ahaziah was forty-two years old when
he began to reign, and he reigned one
year in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was
Athaliah the daughter of Omri.

3 He also walked in the ways of Ahab’s
house, because hismother was his counsel-
lor in acting wickedly.

4Hedid thatwhichwas evil in the LORD’s
sight, as did Ahab’s house, for theywere his
counsellors after the death of his father, to
his destruction.

5Healso followed their counsel, andwent
with Jehoram the son of Ahab king of Is-
rael to war against Hazael king of Syria at
Ramoth Gilead; and the Syrians wounded
Joram.

6 He returned to be healed in Jezreel of
the wounds which they had given him at
Ramah,whenhe fought againstHazael king
of Syria. Azariah the sonof Jehoram, kingof
Judah, went down to see Jehoram the son of
Ahab in Jezreel, because he was sick.

7Now the destruction of Ahaziah was of
God, in that he went to Joram; for when
he had come, he went out with Jehoram
against Jehu the son of Nimshi, whom the
LORD had anointed to cut off Ahab’s house.

8When Jehuwas executing judgement on
Ahab’s house, he found theprinces of Judah
and the sons of the brothers of Ahaziah
serving Ahaziah, and killed them.

9He soughtAhaziah, and they caught him
(now he was hiding in Samaria), and they
brought him to Jehu and killed him; and
theyburiedhim, for they said, “He is the son
of Jehoshaphat, who sought the LORD with
all his heart.” The house of Ahaziah had no
power to hold the kingdom.

10 Now when Athaliah the mother of
Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she
arose and destroyed all the royal offspring
of the house of Judah.

11 But Jehoshabeath, the king’s daugh-
ter, took Joash the son of Ahaziah, and
stealthily rescued him from amongst the
king’s sonswhowere slain, andputhimand
his nurse in the bedroom. So Jehoshabeath,
the daughter of King Jehoram, the wife of
Jehoiada the priest (for shewas the sister of
Ahaziah), hidhimfromAthaliah, so that she
didn’t kill him.

12 He was with them hidden in God’s
house six yearswhileAthaliah reignedover
the land.

23
1 In the seventh year, Jehoiada strength-

ened himself, and took the captains of hun-
dreds—Azariah the sonof Jeroham, Ishmael
the son of Jehohanan, Azariah the son of
Obed, Maaseiah the son of Adaiah, and El-
ishaphat the son of Zichri—into a covenant
with him.

2 They went around in Judah and gath-
ered theLevites out of all the cities of Judah,
and the heads of fathers’ households of Is-
rael, and they came to Jerusalem.

3All the assembly made a covenant with
the king in God’s house. Jehoiada† said to
them, “Behold, the king’s sonmust reign, as
theLORDhas spokenconcerning the sonsof
David.

4This is the thing that youmustdo: a third
part of you, who come in on the Sabbath,
of the priests and of the Levites, shall be
gatekeepers of the thresholds.

† 23:3: HebrewHe
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5A third part shall be at the king’s house;
and a third part at the gate of the founda-
tion. All the people will be in the courts of
the LORD’s house.

6 But let no one come into the LORD’s
house except the priests and those who
minister of the Levites. They shall come in,
for they are holy, but all the people shall
follow the LORD’s instructions.

7 The Levites shall surround the king,
every man with his weapons in his hand.
Whoever comes into the house, let him be
slain. Be with the king when he comes in
and when he goes out.”

8 So the Levites and all Judah did ac-
cording to all that Jehoiada the priest com-
manded. They each took his men, those
who were to come in on the Sabbath, with
thosewhowere togoouton theSabbath, for
Jehoiada the priest didn’t dismiss the shift.

9 Jehoiada the priest delivered to the cap-
tains of hundreds the spears, bucklers, and
shields that had been king David’s, which
were in God’s house.

10 He set all the people, every man with
his weapon in his hand, from the right side
of the house to the left side of the house,
near the altar and the house, around the
king.

11 Then they brought out the king’s
son, put the crown on him, gave him the
covenant, and made him king. Jehoiada
and his sons anointed him, and they said,
“Long live the king!”

12When Athaliah heard the noise of the
people running and praising the king, she
came to the people into the LORD’s house.

13 Then she looked, and behold, the king
stood by his pillar at the entrance, with the
captains and the trumpeters by theking. All
the people of the land rejoiced and blew
trumpets. The singers also played musical
instruments, and led the singing of praise.
Then Athaliah tore her clothes, and said,
“Treason! treason!”

14 Jehoiada the priest brought out the
captains of hundreds who were set over
the army, and said to them, “Bring her out
between the ranks; and whoever follows
her, let him be slain with the sword.” For
the priest said, “Don’t kill her in the LORD’s
house.”

15 So they made way for her. She went to
the entrance of the horse gate to the king’s
house; and they killed her there.

16 Jehoiada made a covenant between
himself, all the people, and the king, that
they should be the LORD’s people.

17 All the people went to the house of
Baal, broke it down, broke his altars and
his images in pieces, and killed Mattan the
priest of Baal before the altars.

18 Jehoiada appointed the officers of the
LORD’s house under the hand of the Levit-
ical priests, whomDavid had distributed in
the LORD’s house, to offer the burnt offer-
ings of the LORD, as it is written in the law
ofMoses,with rejoicingandwith singing, as
David had ordered.

19 He set the gatekeepers at the gates of
the LORD’s house, that no one who was
unclean in anything should enter in.

20 He took the captains of hundreds, the
nobles, the governors of the people, and
all the people of the land, and brought the
king down from the LORD’s house. They
came through the upper gate to the king’s
house, and set the king on the throne of the
kingdom.

21 So all the people of the land rejoiced,
and the city was quiet. They had slain
Athaliah with the sword.

24
1 Joash was seven years old when he be-

gan to reign, and he reigned forty years in
Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Zibiah,
of Beersheba.

2 Joash did that which was right in the
LORD’s eyes all the days of Jehoiada the
priest.

3 Jehoiada took for him twowives, and he
became the father of sons and daughters.

4After this, Joash intended to restore the
LORD’s house.

5He gathered together the priests and the
Levites, and said to them, “Go out to the
cities of Judah, and gather money to repair
the house of your God from all Israel from
year to year. See that you expedite this
matter.” However the Levites didn’t do it
right away.

6 The king called for Jehoiada the chief,
and said to him, “Whyhaven’t you required
of theLevites tobring in the taxofMoses the
servant of the LORD, and of the assembly of
Israel, out of Judahandoutof Jerusalem, for
the Tent of the Testimony?”

7 For the sons of Athaliah, that wicked
woman, had broken up God’s house; and
they also gave all the dedicated things of the
LORD’s house to the Baals.

8So the king commanded, and theymade
a chest, and set it outside at the gate of the
LORD’s house.

9 They made a proclamation through Ju-
dah and Jerusalem, to bring in for the LORD
the tax thatMoses the servant ofGod laidon
Israel in the wilderness.

10 All the princes and all the people re-
joiced, and brought in, and cast into the
chest, until they had filled it.

11Whenever the chest was brought to the
king’s officers by the hand of the Levites,
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and when they saw that there was much
money, the king’s scribe and the chief
priest’s officer came and emptied the chest,
and took it, and carried it to its place again.
Thus they did day by day, and gathered
money in abundance.

12 The king and Jehoiada gave it to those
who did the work of the service of the
LORD’s house. They hired masons and car-
penters to restore the LORD’s house, and
also those who worked iron and bronze to
repair the LORD’s house.

13 So the workmenworked, and the work
of repairing went forward in their hands.
They set up God’s house as it was designed,
and strengthened it.

14When they had finished, they brought
the rest of the money before the king and
Jehoiada, from which were made vessels
for the LORD’s house, even vessels with
which to minister and to offer, including
spoons and vessels of gold and silver. They
offered burnt offerings in the LORD’s house
continually all the days of Jehoiada.

15 But Jehoiada grew old and was full of
days, and he died. Hewas one hundred and
thirty years old when he died.

16 They buried him in David’s city
amongst the kings, because he had done
good in Israel, and towards God and his
house.

17 Now after the death of Jehoiada, the
princes of Judah came and bowed down to
the king. Then the king listened to them.

18 They abandoned the house of the
LORD, the God of their fathers, and served
the Asherah poles and the idols, so wrath
came on Judah and Jerusalem for this their
guiltiness.

19 Yet he sent prophets to them to bring
them again to the LORD, and they testified
against them; but they would not listen.

20 The Spirit of God came on Zechariah
the son of Jehoiada the priest; and he stood
above the people, and said to them, “God
says, ‘Why do you disobey the LORD’s com-
mandments, so that you can’t prosper? Be-
cause you have forsaken the LORD, he has
also forsaken you.’ ”

21 They conspired against him, and
stoned him with stones at the command-
ment of the king in the court of the LORD’s
house.

22 Thus Joash the king didn’t remember
the kindness which Jehoiada his father had
done to him, but killed his son. When he
died, he said, “May the LORD look at it, and
repay it.”

23 At the end of the year, the army of the
Syrians came up against him. They came

to Judah and Jerusalem, and destroyed all
the princes of the people from amongst the
people, andsentall theirplunder to theking
of Damascus.

24 For the army of the Syrians came with
a small company of men; and the LORD
delivered avery great army into their hand,
because they had forsaken the LORD, the
God of their fathers. So they executed
judgement on Joash.

25 When they had departed from him
(for they left him seriously wounded), his
own servants conspired against him for the
blood of the sons of Jehoiada the priest, and
killed him on his bed, and he died. They
buried him in David’s city, but they didn’t
bury him in the tombs of the kings.

26These are those who conspired against
him: Zabad the son of Shimeath the Am-
monitessand Jehozabad thesonofShimrith
theMoabitess.

27Nowconcerning his sons, the greatness
of the burdens laid on him, and the rebuild-
ing of God’s house, behold, they are written
in the commentary of the book of the kings.
Amaziah his son reigned in his place.

25
1 Amaziah was twenty-five years

old when he began to reign, and he
reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem.
His mother’s name was Jehoaddan, of
Jerusalem.

2 He did that which was right in the
LORD’s eyes, but not with a perfect heart.

3Nowwhen the kingdomwas established
tohim, he killedhis servantswhohadkilled
his father the king.

4But he didn’t put their children to death,
but did according to thatwhich iswritten in
the law in the book of Moses, as the LORD
commanded, saying, “The fathers shall not
die for the children, neither shall the chil-
drendie for the fathers; but everymanshall
die for his own sin.”

5 Moreover Amaziah gathered Judah to-
gether and ordered them according to their
fathers’ houses, under captains of thou-
sands and captains of hundreds, evenall Ju-
dah and Benjamin. He counted them from
twenty years old and upward, and found
that there were three hundred thousand
chosen men, able to go out to war, who
could handle spear and shield.

6 He also hired one hundred thousand
mighty men of valour out of Israel for one
hundred talents† of silver.

7 A man of God came to him, saying, “O
king, don’t let thearmyof Israel gowithyou,

† 25:6: A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds
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for the LORD is not with Israel, with all the
children of Ephraim.

8 But if you will go, take action, and be
strong for the battle. God will overthrow
youbefore the enemy; for Godhas power to
help, and to overthrow.”

9 Amaziah said to the man of God, “But
what shall we do for the hundred talents‡
which I have given to the army of Israel?”
The man of God answered, “The LORD is

able to give youmuchmore than this.”
10 Then Amaziah separated them, the

army that had come to him out of Ephraim,
to go home again. Therefore their anger
was greatly kindled against Judah, and they
returned home in fierce anger.

11Amaziah took courage, and led his peo-
ple out and went to the Valley of Salt, and
struck ten thousand of the children of Seir.

12The children of Judah carried away ten
thousandalive, andbrought them to the top
of the rock, and threw them down from the
top of the rock, so that they all were broken
in pieces.

13 But the men of the army whom
Amaziah sent back, that they should not
go with him to battle, fell on the cities of
Judah from Samaria even to Beth Horon,
and struck of them three thousand, and
tookmuch plunder.

14Now after Amaziah had come from the
slaughter of the Edomites, he brought the
gods of the children of Seir, and set them
up to be his gods, and bowed down himself
before them and burnt incense to them.

15 Therefore the LORD’s anger burnt
against Amaziah, and he sent to him a
prophet who said to him, “Why have you
sought after the gods of the people, which
have not delivered their own people out of
your hand?”

16As he talked with him, the king said to
him, “Have we made you one of the king’s
counsellors? Stop! Why should you be
struck down?”
Then the prophet stopped, and said, “I

know that God has determined to destroy
you, because you have done this and have
not listened to my counsel.”

17Then Amaziah king of Judah consulted
his advisers, and sent to Joash, the son of
Jehoahaz, the son of Jehu, king of Israel,
saying, “Come! Let’s lookoneanother in the
face.”

18 Joash king of Israel sent to Amaziah
king of Judah, saying, “The thistle that was
in Lebanon sent to the cedar that was in
Lebanon, saying, ‘Give your daughter tomy
sonas hiswife. Thenawild animal thatwas

in Lebanon passed by and trampled down
the thistle.

19You say to yourself that youhave struck
Edom; and your heart lifts you up to boast.
Now stay at home. Why should youmeddle
with trouble, that you should fall, even you
and Judah with you?’ ”

20 But Amaziah would not listen; for it
was of God, that hemight deliver them into
thehandof their enemies, because theyhad
sought after the gods of Edom.

21 So Joash king of Israel went up, and
he and Amaziah king of Judah looked one
another in the face at Beth Shemesh, which
belongs to Judah.

22 Judah was defeated by Israel; so every
man fled to his tent.

23 Joash king of Israel took Amaziah king
of Judah, the son of Joash the son of Je-
hoahaz, at Beth Shemesh and brought him
to Jerusalem, and broke down the wall of
Jerusalem from the gate of Ephraim to the
corner gate, four hundred cubits.§

24 He took all the gold and silver, and
all the vessels that were found in God’s
house with Obed-Edom, and the treasures
of the king’s house, and the hostages, and
returned to Samaria.

25Amaziah the sonof Joash, kingof Judah,
lived for fifteen years after the death of
Joash, son of Jehoahaz, king of Israel.

26 Now the rest of the acts of Amaziah,
first and last, behold, aren’t they written in
the book of the kings of Judah and Israel?

27 Now from the time that Amaziah
turned away from following the LORD,
they made a conspiracy against him in
Jerusalem. He fled to Lachish, but they sent
after him to Lachish and killed him there.

28Theybroughthimonhorsesandburied
himwith his fathers in the City of Judah.

26
1All the people of Judah tookUzziah, who

was sixteen years old, and made him king
in the place of his father Amaziah.

2He built Eloth and restored it to Judah.
After that the king slept with his fathers.

3 Uzziah was sixteen years old when he
began to reign; and he reigned fifty-two
years in Jerusalem. His mother’s namewas
Jechiliah, of Jerusalem.

4 He did that which was right in the
LORD’s eyes, according to all that his father
Amaziah had done.

5 He set himself to seek God in the days
ofZechariah,whohadunderstanding in the

‡ 25:9: A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds § 25:23: A cubit is the length from the tip of themiddle finger to
the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46 centimetres, so 400 cubits is about 200 yards or 184metres.



2 Chronicles 26:6 391 2 Chronicles 27:7

vision of God; and as long as he sought the
LORD, Godmade him prosper.

6 He went out and fought against the
Philistines, and broke down the wall of
Gath, the wall of Jabneh, and the wall of
Ashdod; and he built cities in the country of
Ashdod, and amongst the Philistines.

7 God helped him against the Philistines,
and against the Arabians who lived in Gur
Baal, and theMeunim.

8 The Ammonites gave tribute to Uzziah.
His name spread abroad even to the en-
trance of Egypt, for he grew exceedingly
strong.

9 Moreover Uzziah built towers in
Jerusalem at the corner gate, at the valley
gate, and at the turning of the wall, and
fortified them.

10He built towers in the wilderness, and
dug out many cisterns, for he had much
livestock, both in the lowlands and in the
plains. He had farmers and vineyard keep-
ers in the mountains and in the fruitful
fields, for he loved farming.

11Moreover Uzziah had an army of fight-
ing men who went out to war by bands,
according to the number of their reckoning
made by Jeiel the scribe and Maaseiah the
officer, under the hand of Hananiah, one of
the king’s captains.

12 The whole number of the heads of fa-
thers’ households, even the mighty men of
valour, was two thousand and six hundred.

13 Under their hand was an army, three
hundred and seven thousand and five hun-
dred, whomade war with mighty power, to
help the king against the enemy.

14Uzziah prepared for them, even for all
the army, shields, spears, helmets, coats of
mail, bows, and stones for slinging.

15 In Jerusalem, he made devices, in-
vented by skilful men, to be on the towers
andon thebattlements,withwhich to shoot
arrows and great stones. His name spread
far abroad, because he was marvellously
helped until he was strong.

16But when he was strong, his heart was
lifted up, so that he did corruptly and he
trespassed against the LORD his God, for
he went into the LORD’s temple to burn
incense on the altar of incense.

17 Azariah the priest went in after him,
and with him eighty priests of the LORD,
whowere valiant men.

18They resisted Uzziah the king, and said
to him, “It isn’t for you, Uzziah, to burn
incense to the LORD, but for the priests the
sons of Aaron, who are consecrated to burn

incense. Go out of the sanctuary, for you
have trespassed. It will not be for your
honour from the LORD God.”

19 Then Uzziah was angry. He had a
censer in his hand to burn incense, and
while he was angry with the priests, the
leprosy broke out on his forehead before
the priests in the LORD’s house, beside the
altar of incense.

20 Azariah the chief priest and all the
priests looked at him, and behold, he was
leprous inhis forehead; and they thrusthim
out quickly from there. Indeed, he himself
also hurried to go out, because the LORD
had struck him.

21 Uzziah the king was a leper to the day
of his death, and lived in a separate house,
being a leper; for he was cut off from the
LORD’s house. Jotham his son was over the
king’s house, judging the people of the land.

22 Now the rest of the acts of Uzziah,
first and last, Isaiah the prophet, the son of
Amoz, wrote.

23 So Uzziah slept with his fathers; and
they buried himwith his fathers in the field
of burial which belonged to the kings, for
they said, “He is a leper.” Jotham his son
reigned in his place.

27
1 Jotham was twenty-five years old when

he began to reign, and he reigned sixteen
years in Jerusalem. His mother’s namewas
Jerushah the daughter of Zadok.

2 He did that which was right in the
LORD’s eyes, according to all that his father
Uzziah had done. However he didn’t enter
into the LORD’s temple. The people still
acted corruptly.

3 He built the upper gate of the LORD’s
house, and he built much on the wall of
Ophel.

4Moreover he built cities in the hill coun-
try of Judah, and in the forests he built
fortresses and towers.

5 He also fought with the king of the
children of Ammon, and prevailed against
them. The children of Ammon gave him
the same year one hundred talents† of sil-
ver, ten thousand cors‡ of wheat, and ten
thousand cors of barley.§ The children of
Ammon also gave that much to him in the
second year, and in the third.

6 So Jotham became mighty, because he
ordered his ways before the LORD his God.

7Now the rest of the acts of Jotham, and
all his wars and his ways, behold, they are

† 27:5: A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds ‡ 27:5: 1 cor is the same as a homer, or about 55.9 U. S. gallons

(liquid) or 211 litres or 6 bushels. 10,000 cors of wheat wouldweigh about 1,640metric tonnes. § 27:5: 10,000 cors of
barley would weigh about 1,310metric tonnes.
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written in thebookof thekings of Israel and
Judah.

8 He was twenty-five years old when he
began to reign, and reigned sixteen years in
Jerusalem.

9 Jotham slept with his fathers, and they
buried him inDavid’s city; andAhaz his son
reigned in his place.

28
1 Ahaz was twenty years old when he

began to reign, andhereignedsixteenyears
in Jerusalem. He didn’t do that which was
right in the LORD’s eyes, like David his fa-
ther,

2but hewalked in theways of the kings of
Israel, and alsomademolten images for the
Baals.

3Moreover he burnt incense in the valley
of the son of Hinnom, and burnt his chil-
dren in the fire, according to the abomina-
tionsof thenationswhomtheLORDcast out
before the children of Israel.

4 He sacrificed and burnt incense in the
high places, and on the hills, and under
every green tree.

5 Therefore the LORD his God delivered
him into the hand of the king of Syria. They
struck him, and carried away from him a
great multitude of captives, and brought
them to Damascus. He was also delivered
into the hand of the king of Israel, who
struck himwith a great slaughter.

6 For Pekah the son of Remaliah killed in
Judahonehundred and twenty thousand in
one day, all of them valiant men, because
they had forsaken the LORD, the God of
their fathers.

7 Zichri, a mighty man of Ephraim, killed
Maaseiah the king’s son, Azrikam the ruler
of the house, and Elkanah who was next to
the king.

8The children of Israel carried away cap-
tive of their brothers two hundred thou-
sandwomen, sons, and daughters, and also
took away much plunder from them, and
brought the plunder to Samaria.

9 But a prophet of the LORD was there,
whose name was Oded; and he went out to
meet the army that came to Samaria, and
said to them, “Behold, because the LORD,
the God of your fathers, was angry with Ju-
dah, he has delivered them into your hand,
andyouhave slain them ina ragewhichhas
reached up to heaven.

10Nowyou intend todegrade the children
of Judah and Jerusalem asmale and female
slaves for yourselves. Aren’t there even
with you trespasses of your ownagainst the
LORD your God?

11Now hear me therefore, and send back
the captives that you have taken captive

from your brothers, for the fierce wrath of
the LORD is on you.”

12 Then some of the heads of the chil-
dren of Ephraim, Azariah the son of Jo-
hanan, Berechiah the son of Meshillemoth,
Jehizkiah the son of Shallum, and Amasa
the son of Hadlai, stood up against those
who came from the war,

13 and said to them, “You must not bring
in the captives here, for you intend that
whichwill bringonusa trespass against the
LORD, to add to our sins and to our guilt; for
our guilt is great, and there is fierce wrath
against Israel.”

14 So the armedmen left the captives and
the plunder before the princes and all the
assembly.

15 The men who have been mentioned
by name rose up and took the captives,
and with the plunder clothed all who were
naked amongst them, dressed them, gave
them sandals, gave them something to eat
and to drink, anointed them, carried all the
feeble of them on donkeys, and brought
them to Jericho, the city of palm trees,
to their brothers. Then they returned to
Samaria.

16At that time King Ahaz sent to the kings
of Assyria to help him.

17 For again the Edomites had come and
struck Judah, and carried away captives.

18 The Philistines also had invaded the
cities of the lowland and of the South of Ju-
dah, and had taken Beth Shemesh, Aijalon,
Gederoth, Soco with its villages, Timnah
with its villages, and also Gimzo and its
villages; and they lived there.

19 For the LORD brought Judah low be-
cause of Ahaz king of Israel, because he
acted without restraint in Judah and tres-
passed severely against the LORD.

20 Tilgath-pilneser king of Assyria came
to him and gave him trouble, but didn’t
strengthen him.

21For Ahaz took away a portion out of the
LORD’s house, and out of the house of the
king and of the princes, and gave it to the
king of Assyria; but it didn’t help him.

22 In the timeof his distress, he trespassed
yet more against the LORD, this same King
Ahaz.

23 For he sacrificed to the gods of Damas-
cus which had defeated him. He said, “Be-
cause the gods of the kings of Syria helped
them, I will sacrifice to them, that theymay
helpme.” But theywere the ruin of himand
of all Israel.

24 Ahaz gathered together the vessels of
God’s house, cut the vessels of God’s house
in pieces, and shut up the doors of the
LORD’s house; and he made himself altars
in every corner of Jerusalem.
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25 In every city of Judah he made high
places to burn incense to other gods, and
provoked the LORD, the God of his fathers,
to anger.

26 Now the rest of his acts, and all his
ways, first and last, behold, they arewritten
in the book of the kings of Judah and Israel.

27 Ahaz slept with his fathers, and they
buried him in the city, even in Jerusalem,
because they didn’t bring him into the
tombs of the kings of Israel; and Hezekiah
his son reigned in his place.

29
1 Hezekiah began to reign when he was

twenty-five years old, and he reigned
twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. His
mother’s name was Abijah, the daughter
of Zechariah.

2 He did that which was right in the
LORD’s eyes, according to all that David his
father had done.

3 In the first year of his reign, in the first
month, he opened the doors of the LORD’s
house and repaired them.

4Hebrought in thepriests and theLevites
and gathered them together into the wide
place on the east,

5 and said to them, “Listen to me, you
Levites! Nowsanctify yourselves, and sanc-
tify the house of the LORD, the God of your
fathers, and carry the filthiness out of the
holy place.

6 For our fathers were unfaithful, and
have done that which was evil in the LORD
our God’s sight, and have forsaken him,
and have turned away their faces from the
habitation of the LORD, and turned their
backs.

7Also they have shut up the doors of the
porch, and put out the lamps, and have not
burnt incense nor offered burnt offerings
in the holy place to the God of Israel.

8 Therefore the LORD’s wrath was on Ju-
dah and Jerusalem, and he has delivered
them to be tossed back and forth, to be an
astonishment and a hissing, as you seewith
your eyes.

9 For behold, our fathers have fallen by
the sword, and our sons and our daughters
and our wives are in captivity for this.

10 Now it is in my heart to make a
covenant with the LORD, the God of Israel,
that his fierce anger may turn away from
us.

11Mysons, don’t benegligentnow; for the
LORD has chosen you to stand before him,
to minister to him, and that you should be
his ministers and burn incense.”

12Then theLevitesarose: Mahath, the son
of Amasai, and Joel the son of Azariah, of
the sons of the Kohathites; and of the sons

ofMerari, Kish the son of Abdi, andAzariah
the son of Jehallelel; and of theGershonites,
Joah the sonofZimmah, andEden the sonof
Joah;

13 and of the sons of Elizaphan, Shimri
and Jeuel; and of the sons of Asaph,
Zechariah andMattaniah;

14 and of the sons of Heman, Jehuel and
Shimei; andof the sonsof Jeduthun, Shema-
iah and Uzziel.

15 They gathered their brothers, sancti-
fied themselves, and went in, according
to the commandment of the king by the
LORD’swords, to cleanse the LORD’s house.

16 The priests went into the inner part of
the LORD’s house to cleanse it, and brought
out all the uncleanness that they found in
the LORD’s temple into the court of the
LORD’s house. The Levites took it from
there to carry it out to the brook Kidron.

17Now they began on the first day of the
first month to sanctify, and on the eighth
day of the month they came to the LORD’s
porch. They sanctified the LORD’s house in
eight days, and on the sixteenth day of the
first month they finished.

18 Then they went in to Hezekiah the
king within the palace and said, “We have
cleansedall theLORD’shouse, including the
altar of burnt offering with all its vessels,
and the table of show bread with all its
vessels.

19Moreover, we have prepared and sanc-
tified all the vessels which King Ahaz threw
away in his reign when he was unfaithful.
Behold, they are before the LORD’s altar.”

20 Then Hezekiah the king arose early,
gathered the princes of the city, and went
up to the LORD’s house.

21 They brought seven bulls, seven rams,
seven lambs, and seven male goats, for a
sin offering for the kingdom, for the sanc-
tuary, and for Judah. He commanded the
priests the sons of Aaron to offer them on
the LORD’s altar.

22 So they killed the bulls, and the priests
received the blood and sprinkled it on the
altar. They killed the rams and sprinkled
the blood on the altar. They also killed the
lambs and sprinkled the blood on the altar.

23 They brought near the male goats for
the sin offering before the king and the as-
sembly; and they laid their hands on them.

24 Then the priests killed them, and they
made a sin offering with their blood on the
altar, to make atonement for all Israel; for
the king commanded that the burnt offer-
ing and the sin offering should be made for
all Israel.

25He set the Levites in the LORD’s house
with cymbals, with stringed instruments,
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andwith harps, according to the command-
ment of David, of Gad the king’s seer, and
Nathan the prophet; for the commandment
was from the LORD by his prophets.

26 The Levites stood with David’s instru-
ments, and the priests with the trumpets.

27 Hezekiah commanded them to offer
the burnt offering on the altar. When the
burnt offering began, the LORD’s song also
began, along with the trumpets and instru-
ments of David king of Israel.

28 All the assembly worshipped, the
singers sang, and the trumpeters sounded.
All this continued until the burnt offering
was finished.

29 When they had finished offering, the
king and all who were present with him
bowed themselves and worshipped.

30 Moreover Hezekiah the king and the
princes commanded the Levites to sing
praises to the LORD with the words of
David, and of Asaph the seer. They sang
praiseswith gladness, and theybowed their
heads and worshipped.

31 Then Hezekiah answered, “Now you
have consecrated yourselves to the LORD.
Come near and bring sacrifices and thank
offerings into the LORD’s house.” The as-
sembly brought in sacrifices and thank of-
ferings, and as many as were of a willing
heart brought burnt offerings.

32 The number of the burnt offerings
which the assembly brought was seventy
bulls, one hundred rams, and two hundred
lambs. All thesewere for a burnt offering to
the LORD.

33 The consecrated things were six hun-
dred head of cattle and three thousand
sheep.

34 But the priests were too few, so that
they could not skin all the burnt offerings.
Therefore their brothers the Levites helped
them until the work was ended, and until
the priests had sanctified themselves, for
the Levites were more upright in heart to
sanctify themselves than the priests.

35Also the burnt offerings were in abun-
dance, with the fat of the peace offerings
andwith thedrinkofferings for everyburnt
offering. So the service of the LORD’s house
was set in order.

36 Hezekiah and all the people rejoiced
because of that which God had prepared
for the people; for the thing was done sud-
denly.

30
1 Hezekiah sent to all Israel and Judah,

andwrote letters also to Ephraim andMan-
asseh, that they should come to the LORD’s
house at Jerusalem, to keep the Passover to
the LORD, the God of Israel.

2 For the king had taken counsel with his
princes andall theassembly in Jerusalem to
keep the Passover in the secondmonth.

3 For they could not keep it at that time,
because thepriests hadnot sanctified them-
selves in sufficient number, and the people
had not gathered themselves together to
Jerusalem.

4 The thing was right in the eyes of the
king and of all the assembly.

5 So they established a decree to make
proclamation throughout all Israel, from
Beersheba even to Dan, that they should
come to keep the Passover to the LORD, the
God of Israel, at Jerusalem, for they had not
kept it in great numbers in the way it is
written.

6 So the couriers went with the letters
from the king and his princes throughout
all Israel and Judah, according to the com-
mandment of the king, saying, “You chil-
dren of Israel, turn again to the LORD, the
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, that he
may return to the remnant of you that have
escaped out of the hand of the kings of
Assyria.

7Don’t be like your fathers and like your
brothers, who trespassed against the LORD,
the God of their fathers, so that he gave
them up to desolation, as you see.

8 Now don’t be stiff-necked, as your fa-
thers were, but yield yourselves to the
LORD, and enter into his sanctuary, which
he has sanctified forever, and serve the
LORD your God, that his fierce anger may
turn away from you.

9 For if you turn again to the LORD, your
brothers and your children will find com-
passion with those who led them captive,
and will come again into this land, because
the LORD your God is gracious and merci-
ful, andwill not turnawayhis face fromyou
if you return to him.”

10 So the couriers passed from city to
city through the country of Ephraim and
Manasseh, even to Zebulun, but people
ridiculed them andmocked them.

11Nevertheless some men of Asher, Man-
asseh, and Zebulun humbled themselves
and came to Jerusalem.

12Also the hand of God came on Judah to
give them one heart, to do the command-
ment of the king and of the princes by the
LORD’s word.

13Manypeople assembledat Jerusalem to
keep the feast of unleavened bread in the
secondmonth, a very great assembly.

14 They arose and took away the altars
that were in Jerusalem, and they took away
all the altars for incense and threw them
into the brook Kidron.
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15 Then they killed the Passover on the
fourteenth day of the second month. The
priests and the Levites were ashamed, and
sanctified themselves, and brought burnt
offerings into the LORD’s house.

16 They stood in their place after their
order, according to the law of Moses the
manofGod. Thepriests sprinkled the blood
which they received of the hand of the
Levites.

17 For there were many in the assembly
who had not sanctified themselves; there-
fore theLeviteswere in charge of killing the
Passovers for everyone who was not clean,
to sanctify them to the LORD.

18 For a multitude of the people, even
many of Ephraim, Manasseh, Issachar, and
Zebulun, had not cleansed themselves, yet
they ate the Passover other than the way
it is written. For Hezekiah had prayed for
them, saying, “May the good LORD pardon
everyone

19 who sets his heart to seek God, the
LORD, the God of his fathers, even if they
aren’t clean according to the purification of
the sanctuary.”

20 The LORD listened to Hezekiah, and
healed the people.

21 The children of Israel who were
present at Jerusalem kept the feast of
unleavened bread seven days with great
gladness. The Levites and the priests
praised the LORD day by day, singing with
loud instruments to the LORD.

22 Hezekiah spoke encouragingly to all
the Levites who had good understanding
in the service of the LORD. So they ate
throughout the feast for the seven days,
offering sacrifices of peace offerings and
making confession to the LORD, the God of
their fathers.

23 The whole assembly took counsel to
keep another seven days, and they kept
another seven days with gladness.

24 For Hezekiah king of Judah gave to the
assembly for offerings one thousand bulls
and seven thousand sheep; and the princes
gave to the assembly a thousand bulls and
ten thousand sheep; and a great number of
priests sanctified themselves.

25 All the assembly of Judah, with the
priests and theLevites, andall the assembly
who came out of Israel, and the foreigners
who came out of the land of Israel and who
lived in Judah, rejoiced.

26So therewas great joy in Jerusalem; for
since the time of Solomon the son of David
king of Israel there was nothing like this in
Jerusalem.

27 Then the Levitical priests arose and
blessed the people. Their voice was heard,

and their prayer cameup to his holy habita-
tion, even to heaven.

31
1Nowwhenall thiswasfinished, all Israel

who were present went out to the cities of
Judah and broke the pillars in pieces, cut
down the Asherah poles, and broke down
the high places and the altars out of all
Judah and Benjamin, also in Ephraim and
Manasseh, until they had destroyed them
all. Then all the children of Israel returned,
everyman to his possession, into their own
cities.

2Hezekiah appointed the divisions of the
priests and the Levites after their divisions,
everymanaccording tohis service, both the
priests and the Levites, for burnt offerings
and for peace offerings, to minister, to give
thanks, and to praise in the gates of the
LORD’s camp.

3He also appointed the king’s portion of
his possessions for the burnt offerings: for
the morning and evening burnt offerings,
and the burnt offerings for the Sabbaths,
for the newmoons, and for the set feasts, as
it is written in the LORD’s law.

4 Moreover he commanded the people
who lived in Jerusalemtogive theportionof
the priests and the Levites, that they might
give themselves to the LORD’s law.

5As soon as the commandment went out,
the childrenof Israel gave inabundance the
first fruits of grain, new wine, oil, honey,
and of all the increase of the field; and
they brought in the tithe of all things abun-
dantly.

6 The children of Israel and Judah, who
lived in the cities of Judah, also brought in
the tithe of cattle and sheep, and the tithe of
dedicated thingswhichwereconsecrated to
the LORD their God, and laid them inheaps.

7 In the thirdmonth, they began to lay the
foundation of the heaps, and finished them
in the seventhmonth.

8 When Hezekiah and the princes came
and saw the heaps, they blessed the LORD
and his people Israel.

9 Then Hezekiah questioned the priests
and the Levites about the heaps.

10 Azariah the chief priest, of the house
of Zadok, answered him and said, “Since
people began to bring the offerings into
the LORD’s house, we have eaten and had
enough, and have plenty left over, for the
LORD has blessed his people; and that
which is left is this great store.”

11 Then Hezekiah commanded them to
prepare rooms in the LORD’s house, and
they prepared them.

12 They brought in the offerings, the
tithes, and the dedicated things faithfully.
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Conaniah the Levite was ruler over them,
and Shimei his brother was second.

13 Jehiel, Azaziah, Nahath, Asahel, Jeri-
moth, Jozabad, Eliel, Ismachiah, Mahath,
and Benaiah were overseers under the
hand of Conaniah and Shimei his brother,
by the appointment of Hezekiah the king
and Azariah the ruler of God’s house.

14 Kore the son of Imnah the Levite, the
gatekeeper at the east gate, was over the
free will offerings of God, to distribute the
LORD’s offerings and themost holy things.

15 Under him were Eden, Miniamin,
Jeshua, Shemaiah, Amariah, and Sheca-
niah, in the cities of the priests, in their
office of trust, to give to their brothers by
divisions, to the great aswell as to the small;

16 in addition to those who were listed by
genealogy of males, from three years old
and upward, even everyone who entered
into the LORD’s house, as the duty of every
day required, for their service in their of-
fices according to their divisions;

17and thosewhowere listedbygenealogy
of the priests by their fathers’ houses, and
the Levites from twenty years old and up-
ward, in their offices by their divisions;

18and thosewhowere listedbygenealogy
of all their little ones, their wives, their
sons, and their daughters, through all the
congregation; for in their officeof trust they
sanctified themselves in holiness.

19 Also for the sons of Aaron the priests,
who were in the fields of the pasture lands
of their cities, in every city, there were
men who were mentioned by name to give
portions toall themalesamongst thepriests
and to all who were listed by genealogy
amongst the Levites.

20Hezekiah did so throughout all Judah;
and he did that which was good, right, and
faithful before the LORD his God.

21 In every work that he began in the
service of God’s house, in the law, and in the
commandments, to seek his God, he did it
with all his heart and prospered.

32
1After these things and this faithfulness,

Sennacherib king of Assyria came, entered
into Judah, encamped against the fortified
cities, and intended towin themforhimself.

2 When Hezekiah saw that Sennacherib
had come, and that hewas planning to fight
against Jerusalem,

3he took counsel with his princes and his
mightymen to stop thewatersof the springs
which were outside of the city, and they
helped him.

4 Then many people gathered together
and they stopped all the springs and the
brook that flowed through the middle of

the land, saying, “Why should the kings of
Assyria come, and find abundant water?”

5 He took courage, built up all the wall
that was broken down, and raised it up
to the towers, with the other wall outside,
and strengthened Millo in David’s city, and
made weapons and shields in abundance.

6He set captains of war over the people,
gathered them together to him in the wide
place at the gate of the city, and spoke en-
couragingly to them, saying,

7 “Be strong and courageous. Don’t be
afraid or dismayed because of the king of
Assyria, nor for all the multitude who is
with him; for there is a greater one with us
than with him.

8 An arm of flesh is with him, but the
LORD our God is with us to help us and
to fight our battles.” The people rested
themselves on the words of Hezekiah king
of Judah.

9 After this, Sennacherib king of Assyria
sent his servants to Jerusalem, (now hewas
attacking Lachish, and all his forces were
with him), to Hezekiah king of Judah, and
to all Judah whowere at Jerusalem, saying,

10 Sennacherib king of Assyria says, “In
whom do you trust, that you remain under
siege in Jerusalem?

11Doesn’t Hezekiah persuade you to give
you over to die by famine and by thirst,
saying, ‘The LORD our God will deliver us
out of the hand of the king of Assyria’?

12Hasn’t the same Hezekiah taken away
his high places and his altars, and com-
manded Judah and Jerusalem, saying, ‘You
shall worship before one altar, and you
shall burn incense on it’?

13Don’t you know what I and my fathers
have done to all the peoples of the lands?
Were the gods of the nations of those lands
in any way able to deliver their land out of
my hand?

14 Who was there amongst all the gods
of those nations which my fathers utterly
destroyed that could deliver his people out
ofmy hand, that your God should be able to
deliver you out of my hand?

15 Now therefore don’t let Hezekiah de-
ceive you nor persuade you in this way.
Don’t believe him, for no god of any nation
or kingdom was able to deliver his people
out of my hand, and out of the hand of
my fathers. How much less will your God
deliver you out of my hand?”

16 His servants spoke yet more against
the LORD God and against his servant
Hezekiah.

17 He also wrote letters insulting the
LORD, the God of Israel, and speaking
against him, saying, “As the gods of the na-
tions of the lands, which have not delivered
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theirpeopleoutofmyhand, so shall theGod
ofHezekiahnot deliver his people out ofmy
hand.”

18They called out with a loud voice in the
Jews’ language to the people of Jerusalem
whowere on the wall, to frighten them and
to trouble them, that they might take the
city.

19Theyspokeof theGodof Jerusalemasof
the gods of the peoples of the earth, which
are the work of men’s hands.

20 Hezekiah the king and Isaiah the
prophet, the son of Amoz, prayed because
of this, and cried to heaven.

21 The LORD sent an angel, who cut off
all the mighty men of valour, the leaders,
and captains in the camp of the king of
Assyria. So he returned with shame of face
to his own land. Whenhehad come into the
house of his god, those who came out of his
own body† killed him there with the sword.

22Thus the LORD savedHezekiah and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem from the hand of
Sennacherib the king of Assyria and from
the hand of all others, and guided them on
every side.

23 Many brought gifts to the LORD to
Jerusalem, and precious things to Hezekiah
king of Judah, so that he was exalted in the
sight of all nations from then on.

24 In those days Hezekiah was terminally
ill, andheprayed to the LORD; andhe spoke
to him, and gave him a sign.

25But Hezekiah didn’t reciprocate appro-
priate to the benefit done for him, because
his heartwas lifted up. Therefore therewas
wrath on him, Judah, and Jerusalem.

26 However, Hezekiah humbled himself
for the pride of his heart, both he and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that theLORD’s
wrath didn’t come on them in the days of
Hezekiah.

27Hezekiah had exceedingly great riches
and honour. He provided himself with
treasuries for silver, for gold, for precious
stones, for spices, for shields, and for all
kinds of valuable vessels;

28 also storehouses for the increase of
grain, new wine, and oil; and stalls for all
kinds of animals, and flocks in folds.

29 Moreover he provided for himself
cities, and possessions of flocks and herds
in abundance; for God had given himabun-
dant possessions.

30 This same Hezekiah also stopped the
upper spring of the waters of Gihon, and
brought them straight down on the west
side of David’s city. Hezekiah prospered in
all his works.

31However, concerning the ambassadors
of theprincesofBabylon,whosent tohimto
enquire of the wonder that was done in the
land, God left him to test him, that hemight
know all that was in his heart.

32Nowthe rest of theacts ofHezekiahand
his good deeds, behold, they are written in
the vision of Isaiah the prophet, the son of
Amoz, in the book of the kings of Judah and
Israel.

33 Hezekiah slept with his fathers, and
they buried him in the ascent to the tombs
of the sons of David. All Judah and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem honoured him at
his death. Manasseh his son reigned in his
place.

33
1 Manasseh was twelve years old when

he began to reign, and he reigned fifty-five
years in Jerusalem.

2Hedid thatwhichwas evil in the LORD’s
sight, after the abominations of the nations
whom the LORD cast out before the chil-
dren of Israel.

3For he built again the high places which
Hezekiah his father had broken down; and
he raised up altars for the Baals, made
Asheroth, and worshipped all the army of
the sky, and served them.

4 He built altars in the LORD’s house, of
which the LORD said, “My name shall be in
Jerusalem forever.”

5He built altars for all the army of the sky
in the two courts of the LORD’s house.

6 He also made his children to pass
through the fire in the valley of the son of
Hinnom. He practised sorcery, divination,
and witchcraft, and dealt with those who
had familiar spirits and with wizards. He
did much evil in the LORD’s sight, to pro-
voke him to anger.

7 He set the engraved image of the idol,
which he had made, in God’s house, of
whichGod said toDavid and to Solomonhis
son, “In this house, and in Jerusalem,which
I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, I
will put my name forever.

8 I will not any more remove the foot
of Israel from off the land which I have
appointed for your fathers, if only they will
observe to do all that I have commanded
them, even all the law, the statutes, and the
ordinances given byMoses.”

9Manasseh seduced Judahand the inhab-
itants of Jerusalem, so that they did more
evil than did the nations whom the LORD
destroyed before the children of Israel.

10TheLORD spoke toManasseh and tohis
people, but they didn’t listen.

† 32:21: i.e., his own sons
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11 Therefore the LORD brought on them
the captains of the army of the king of As-
syria, who tookManasseh in chains, bound
him with fetters, and carried him to Baby-
lon.

12When hewas in distress, he begged the
LORDhisGod, andhumbledhimself greatly
before the God of his fathers.

13Heprayed tohim; andhewasentreated
by him, and heard his supplication, and
brought him again to Jerusalem into his
kingdom. Then Manasseh knew that the
LORDwas God.

14Now after this, he built an outer wall to
David’s city on thewest side of Gihon, in the
valley, even to the entrance at the fish gate.
He encircled Ophel with it, and raised it up
to a very great height; and he put valiant
captains in all the fortified cities of Judah.

15He took away the foreign gods and the
idol out of the LORD’s house, and all the
altars that he had built in the mountain of
the LORD’s house and in Jerusalem, and
cast them out of the city.

16 He built up the LORD’s altar, and of-
fered sacrifices of peace offerings and of
thanksgiving on it, and commanded Judah
to serve the LORD, the God of Israel.

17Nevertheless the people still sacrificed
in the high places, but only to the LORD
their God.

18 Now the rest of the acts of Manasseh,
and his prayer to his God, and the words
of the seers who spoke to him in the name
of the LORD, the God of Israel, behold, they
are written amongst the acts of the kings of
Israel.

19His prayer also, and how God listened
to his request, and all his sin and his tres-
pass, and the places in which he built high
places and set up the Asherah poles and the
engraved images before he humbled him-
self: behold, they are written in the history
of Hozai.†

20SoManasseh sleptwith his fathers, and
they buried him in his own house; and
Amon his son reigned in his place.

21Amon was twenty-two years old when
he began to reign; and he reigned two years
in Jerusalem.

22 He did that which was evil in the
LORD’s sight, as did Manasseh his father;
andAmon sacrificed to all the engraved im-
ages which Manasseh his father had made,
and served them.

23 He didn’t humble himself before the
LORD, asManasseh his father had humbled
himself; but this same Amon trespassed
more andmore.

24 His servants conspired against him,
and put him to death in his own house.

25 But the people of the land killed all
those who had conspired against King
Amon; and the people of the land made
Josiah his son king in his place.

34
1 Josiah was eight years old when he

began to reign, and he reigned thirty-one
years in Jerusalem.

2 He did that which was right in the
LORD’s eyes, and walked in the ways of
Davidhis father, anddidn’t turn away to the
right hand or to the left.

3For in the eighth year of his reign, while
he was yet young, he began to seek af-
ter the God of David his father; and in
the twelfth year he began to purge Judah
and Jerusalem from the high places, the
Asherah poles, the engraved images, and
themolten images.

4They broke down the altars of the Baals
in his presence; and he cut down the in-
cense altars that were on high above them.
He broke the Asherah poles, the engraved
images, and the molten images in pieces,
made dust of them, and scattered it on the
graves of those who had sacrificed to them.

5Heburnt thebonesof thepriestson their
altars, and purged Judah and Jerusalem.

6 He did this in the cities of Manasseh,
Ephraim, and Simeon, even to Naphtali,
around in their ruins.

7 He broke down the altars, beat the
Asherah poles and the engraved images
into powder, and cut down all the incense
altars throughout all the land of Israel, then
returned to Jerusalem.

8Now in the eighteenth year of his reign,
when he had purged the land and the
house, he sent Shaphan the son of Azaliah,
Maaseiah the governor of the city, and Joah
the son of Joahaz the recorder to repair the
house of the LORD his God.

9They came toHilkiah thehighpriest and
delivered the money that was brought into
God’s house, which the Levites, the keepers
of the threshold, had gathered from the
handsofManasseh, Ephraim, of all the rem-
nant of Israel, of all Judah and Benjamin,
and of the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

10 They delivered it into the hands of
the workmen who had the oversight of
the LORD’s house; and the workmen who
laboured in the LORD’s house gave it to
mend and repair the house.

11 They gave it to the carpenters and to
the builders to buy cut stone and timber
for couplings, and to make beams for the

† 33:19: or, the seers
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houses which the kings of Judah had de-
stroyed.

12 The men did the work faithfully.
Their overseers were Jahath and Obadiah
the Levites, of the sons of Merari; and
Zechariah and Meshullam, of the sons of
theKohathites, to give direction; and others
of the Levites, who were all skilful with
musical instruments.

13Also they were over the bearers of bur-
dens, and directed all who did the work in
every kind of service. Of the Levites, there
were scribes, officials, and gatekeepers.

14When they brought out themoney that
was brought into the LORD’s house, Hilkiah
the priest found the book of the LORD’s law
given byMoses.

15Hilkiah answered Shaphan the scribe,
“I have found the book of the law in the
LORD’s house.” So Hilkiah delivered the
book to Shaphan.

16 Shaphan carried the book to the king,
and moreover brought back word to the
king, saying, “All that was committed to
your servants, they are doing.

17They have emptied out the money that
was found in the LORD’s house, and have
delivered it into the hand of the overseers
and into the hand of the workmen.”

18 Shaphan the scribe told the king, say-
ing, “Hilkiah the priest has delivered me a
book.” Shaphan read from it to the king.

19When the king had heard the words of
the law, he tore his clothes.

20The king commanded Hilkiah, Ahikam
the sonofShaphan,Abdon the sonofMicah,
Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah the king’s
servant, saying,

21 “Go enquire of the LORD for me, and
for thosewho are left in Israel and in Judah,
concerning the words of the book that is
found; for great is the LORD’s wrath that is
poured out on us, because our fathers have
not kept the LORD’s word, to do according
to all that is written in this book.”

22 So Hilkiah and those whom the king
had commanded went to Huldah the
prophetess, the wife of Shallum the son of
Tokhath, the son of Hasrah, keeper of the
wardrobe (now she lived in Jerusalem in
the second quarter), and they spoke to her
to that effect.

23 She said to them, “The LORD, the God
of Israel says: ‘Tell themanwho sent you to
me,

24 “The LORD says, ‘Behold, I will bring
evil on this place and on its inhabitants,
even all the curses that are written in the
book which they have read before the king
of Judah.

25 Because they have forsaken me, and
have burnt incense to other gods, that they

might provoke me to anger with all the
works of their hands, thereforemywrath is
poured out on this place, and it will not be
quenched.’ ” ’

26But to thekingof Judah,whosent you to
enquire of the LORD, you shall tell him this,
‘The LORD, the God of Israel says: “About
the words which you have heard,

27 because your heart was tender, and
you humbled yourself before God when
you heard his words against this place and
against its inhabitants, and have humbled
yourself before me, and have torn your
clothes and wept before me, I also have
heard you,” says the LORD.

28 “Behold, I will gather you to your fa-
thers, and you will be gathered to your
grave in peace. Your eyes won’t see all the
evil that I will bring on this place and on its
inhabitants.” ’ ”
They brought back this message to the

king.
29 Then the king sent and gathered

together all the elders of Judah and
Jerusalem.

30 The king went up to the LORD’s house
with all the men of Judah and the inhabi-
tants of Jerusalem—the priests, the Levites,
and all the people, both great and small—
and he read in their hearing all the words
of the book of the covenant that was found
in the LORD’s house.

31 The king stood in his place and made
a covenant before the LORD, to walk after
the LORD, and to keep his commandments,
his testimonies, and his statutes with all his
heart and with all his soul, to perform the
words of the covenant that were written in
this book.

32 He caused all who were found in
Jerusalem and Benjamin to stand. The in-
habitants of Jerusalem did according to the
covenant of God, the God of their fathers.

33 Josiah took away all the abominations
out of all the countries that belonged to the
children of Israel, and made all who were
found in Israel to serve, even to serve the
LORD their God. All his days they didn’t
depart from following the LORD, the God of
their fathers.

35
1 Josiah kept a Passover to the LORD in

Jerusalem. They killed the Passover on the
fourteenth day of the first month.

2He set the priests in their offices and en-
couraged them in the service of the LORD’s
house.

3 He said to the Levites who taught all
Israel, who were holy to the LORD, “Put the
holy ark in the house which Solomon the
son of David king of Israel built. It will no
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longer be a burden on your shoulders. Now
serve the LORD your God and his people
Israel.

4 Prepare yourselves after your fathers’
houses by your divisions, according to the
writing of David king of Israel, and accord-
ing to the writing of Solomon his son.

5 Stand in the holy place according to
the divisions of the fathers’ houses of your
brothers the children of the people, and let
there be for each a portion of a fathers’
house of the Levites.

6 Kill the Passover lamb, sanctify your-
selves, and prepare for your brothers, to do
according to the LORD’s word byMoses.”

7 Josiah gave to the children of the people,
of the flock, lambs and young goats, all
of them for the Passover offerings, to all
who were present, to the number of thirty
thousand, and three thousand bulls. These
were of the king’s substance.

8 His princes gave a free will offering to
the people, to the priests, and to the Levites.
Hilkiah, Zechariah, and Jehiel, the rulers
of God’s house, gave to the priests for the
Passover offerings two thousand and six
hundred small livestock, and three hun-
dred head of cattle.

9 Conaniah also, and Shemaiah and
Nethanel, his brothers, and Hashabiah,
Jeiel, and Jozabad, the chiefs of the Levites,
gave to the Levites for the Passover
offerings five thousand small livestock and
five hundred head of cattle.

10 So the service was prepared, and the
priests stood in their place, and the Levites
by their divisions, according to the king’s
commandment.

11 They killed the Passover lambs, and
the priests sprinkled the blood which they
received from their hands, and the Levites
skinned them.

12They removed the burnt offerings, that
they might give them according to the divi-
sions of the fathers’ houses of the children
of the people, to offer to the LORD, as it is
written in the book of Moses. They did the
samewith the cattle.

13 They roasted the Passover with fire
according to the ordinance. They boiled the
holy offerings in pots, in cauldrons, and in
pans, and carried them quickly to all the
children of the people.

14 Afterward they prepared for them-
selves and for the priests, because the
priests the sons of Aaron were busy with
offering theburnt offerings and the fat until
night. Therefore the Levites prepared for
themselves and for the priests the sons of
Aaron.

15The singers, the sons of Asaph, were in
their place, according to the commandment

of David, Asaph, Heman, and Jeduthun the
king’s seer; and the gatekeepers were at
every gate. They didn’t need to depart from
their service, because their brothers the
Levites prepared for them.

16 So all the service of the LORD was pre-
pared the same day, to keep the Passover,
and to offer burnt offerings on the LORD’s
altar, according to the commandment of
King Josiah.

17 The children of Israel who were
present kept the Passover at that time, and
the feast of unleavened bread seven days.

18There was no Passover like that kept in
Israel from the days of Samuel the prophet,
nor did any of the kings of Israel keep
such a Passover as Josiah kept—with the
priests, the Levites, and all Judah and Israel
who were present, and the inhabitants of
Jerusalem.

19 This Passover was kept in the eigh-
teenth year of the reign of Josiah.

20Afterall this,when Josiahhadprepared
the temple, Neco king of Egypt went up to
fight against Carchemish by the Euphrates,
and Josiah went out against him.

21Buthe sentambassadors tohim, saying,
“What have I to do with you, you king of
Judah? I come not against you today, but
against the house with which I have war.
God has commanded me to make haste.
Beware that it is God who is with me, that
he not destroy you.”

22Nevertheless Josiah would not turn his
face from him, but disguised himself, that
hemight fight with him, and didn’t listen to
the words of Neco from the mouth of God,
and came to fight in the valley of Megiddo.

23The archers shot at King Josiah; and the
king said to his servants, “Take me away,
because I am seriously wounded!”

24Sohis servants tookhimout of the char-
iot, and put him in the second chariot that
he had, and brought him to Jerusalem; and
he died, and was buried in the tombs of his
fathers. All Judah and Jerusalem mourned
for Josiah.

25 Jeremiah lamented for Josiah, and all
the singing men and singing women spoke
of Josiah in their lamentations to this day;
and theymade theman ordinance in Israel.
Behold, they are written in the lamenta-
tions.

26 Now the rest of the acts of Josiah and
his good deeds, according to that which is
written in the LORD’s law,

27 and his acts, first and last, behold, they
arewritten in the book of the kings of Israel
and Judah.
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36
1 Then the people of the land took Jehoa-

haz the son of Josiah, andmade him king in
his father’s place in Jerusalem.

2 Joahazwas twenty-threeyearsoldwhen
he began to reign; and he reigned three
months in Jerusalem.

3 The king of Egypt removed him from
office at Jerusalem, and fined the land one
hundred talents of silver and a talent† of
gold.

4 The king of Egypt made Eliakim his
brother king over Judah and Jerusalem,
and changed his name to Jehoiakim. Neco
took Joahaz his brother, and carried him to
Egypt.

5 Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old
when he began to reign, and he reigned
eleven years in Jerusalem. He did that
which was evil in the LORD his God’s sight.

6Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came
up against him, and bound him in fetters to
carry him to Babylon.

7 Nebuchadnezzar also carried some of
the vessels of the LORD’s house to Babylon,
and put them in his temple at Babylon.

8 Now the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim,
and his abominations which he did, and
that which was found in him, behold, they
arewritten in the book of the kings of Israel
and Judah; and Jehoiachin his son reigned
in his place.

9 Jehoiachin was eight years old when
he began to reign, and he reigned three
months and ten days in Jerusalem. He did
that which was evil in the LORD’s sight.

10 At the return of the year, King Neb-
uchadnezzar sent andbroughthim toBaby-
lon, with the valuable vessels of the LORD’s
house, andmade Zedekiah his brother king
over Judah and Jerusalem.

11 Zedekiah was twenty-one years old
when he began to reign, and he reigned
eleven years in Jerusalem.

12He did that which was evil in the LORD
his God’s sight. He didn’t humble himself
before Jeremiah the prophet speaking from
the LORD’s mouth.

13 He also rebelled against King Neb-
uchadnezzar, who had made him swear by
God; but he stiffened his neck, and hard-
ened his heart against turning to the LORD,
the God of Israel.

14 Moreover all the chiefs of the priests
and thepeople trespassedvery greatly after
all the abominations of the nations; and
they polluted the LORD’s house which he
hadmade holy in Jerusalem.

15The LORD, theGod of their fathers, sent
to them by his messengers, rising up early

and sending, because he had compassion
on his people and on his dwelling place;

16 but they mocked the messengers of
God, despised his words, and scoffed at
his prophets, until the LORD’s wrath arose
against his people, until there was no rem-
edy.

17 Therefore he brought on them the
king of the Chaldeans, who killed their
young men with the sword in the house of
their sanctuary, and had no compassion on
youngman or virgin, oldman or infirm. He
gave them all into his hand.

18 All the vessels of God’s house, great
and small, and the treasures of the LORD’s
house, and the treasures of the king and of
his princes, all these he brought to Babylon.

19 They burnt God’s house, broke down
the wall of Jerusalem, burnt all its palaces
with fire, and destroyed all of its valuable
vessels.

20Hecarried thosewhohadescaped from
the sword away to Babylon, and they were
servants to him and his sons until the reign
of the kingdom of Persia,

21 to fulfil the LORD’s word by Jeremiah’s
mouth, until the land had enjoyed its Sab-
baths. As long as it lay desolate, it kept
Sabbath, to fulfil seventy years.

22 Now in the first year of Cyrus king of
Persia, that the LORD’s word by the mouth
of Jeremiah might be accomplished, the
LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king
of Persia, so that he made a proclamation
throughout all his kingdom, and put it also
in writing, saying,

23 “Cyrus king of Persia says, ‘The LORD,
the God of heaven, has given all the king-
doms of the earth to me; and he has
commanded me to build him a house in
Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Whoever
there is amongst you of all his people, the
LORD his God be with him, and let him go
up.’ ”

† 36:3: A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces
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The Book of
Ezra

1 Now in the first year of Cyrus king of
Persia, that the LORD’s†word by Jeremiah’s
mouth might be accomplished, the LORD
stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia,
so that hemade a proclamation throughout
all his kingdom, and put it also in writing,
saying,

2 “Cyrus king of Persia says, ‘The LORD,
the God‡ of heaven, has given me all
the kingdoms of the earth; and he has
commanded me to build him a house in
Jerusalem, which is in Judah.
3Whoever there is amongst you of all his

people, may his God be with him, and let
him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah,
and build the house of the LORD, the God of
Israel (he is God), which is in Jerusalem.

4Whoever is left, in any place where he
lives, let the men of his place help him
with silver, with gold, with goods, and with
animals, in addition to the freewill offering
for God’s house which is in Jerusalem.’ ”

5 Then the heads of fathers’ households
of Judah and Benjamin, the priests and the
Levites, all whose spirit God had stirred to
go up, rose up to build the LORD’s house
which is in Jerusalem.

6 All those who were around them
strengthened their hands with vessels of
silver, with gold, with goods, with animals,
and with precious things, in addition to all
that was willingly offered.

7Also Cyrus the king brought out the ves-
sels of the LORD’s house, which Nebuchad-
nezzar had brought out of Jerusalem, and
had put in the house of his gods;

8even those, Cyrus king of Persia brought
out by the hand of Mithredath the trea-
surer, and counted them out to Sheshbaz-
zar the prince of Judah.

9 This is the number of them: thirty plat-
ters of gold, one thousand platters of silver,
twenty-nine knives,

10 thirty bowls of gold, four hundred and
ten silver bowls of a second kind, and one
thousand other vessels.

11All the vessels of gold andof silverwere
five thousand and four hundred. Shesh-
bazzar brought all these up when the cap-
tives were brought up from Babylon to
Jerusalem.

2
1 Now these are the children of the

province who went up out of the captivity
of thosewho had been carried away, whom
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had
carried away to Babylon, andwho returned
to Jerusalem and Judah, everyone to his
city;

2who came with Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Ne-
hemiah, Seraiah, Reelaiah, Mordecai, Bil-
shan, Mispar, Bigvai, Rehum, and Baanah.
The number of the men of the people of

Israel:
3 The children of Parosh, two thousand

and one hundred and seventy-two.
4 The children of Shephatiah, three hun-

dred and seventy-two.
5 The children of Arah, seven hundred

and seventy-five.
6The children of Pahathmoab, of the chil-

dren of Jeshua and Joab, two thousand and
eight hundred and twelve.

7The children of Elam, one thousand and
two hundred and fifty-four.

8The children of Zattu, nine hundred and
forty-five.

9 The children of Zaccai, seven hundred
and sixty.

10 The children of Bani, six hundred and
forty-two.

11The children of Bebai, six hundred and
twenty-three.

12 The children of Azgad, one thousand
and two hundred and twenty-two.

13The children of Adonikam, six hundred
and sixty-six.

14 The children of Bigvai, two thousand
and fifty-six.

15The children ofAdin, four hundred and
fifty-four.

16 The children of Ater, of Hezekiah,
ninety-eight.

17 The children of Bezai, three hundred
and twenty-three.

18The childrenof Jorah, onehundred and
twelve.

19 The children of Hashum, two hundred
and twenty-three.

20The children of Gibbar, ninety-five.
21 The children of Bethlehem, one hun-

dred and twenty-three.
22Themen of Netophah, fifty-six.
23ThemenofAnathoth, onehundred and

twenty-eight.
24The children of Azmaveth, forty-two.
25 The children of Kiriath Arim, Chephi-

rah, and Beeroth, seven hundred and forty-
three.

† 1:1: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew
,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). ‡ 1:2: The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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26 The children of Ramah and Geba, six
hundred and twenty-one.

27Themen ofMichmas, one hundred and
twenty-two.

28Themen of Bethel and Ai, two hundred
and twenty-three.

29The children of Nebo, fifty-two.
30 The children of Magbish, one hundred

and fifty-six.
31 The children of the other Elam, one

thousand and two hundred and fifty-four.
32 The children of Harim, three hundred

and twenty.
33 The children of Lod, Hadid, and Ono,

seven hundred and twenty-five.
34The children of Jericho, three hundred

and forty-five.
35The childrenof Senaah, three thousand

and six hundred and thirty.
36 The priests: the children of Jedaiah,

of the house of Jeshua, nine hundred and
seventy-three.

37 The children of Immer, one thousand
and fifty-two.

38The children of Pashhur, one thousand
and two hundred and forty-seven.

39 The children of Harim, one thousand
and seventeen.

40 The Levites: the children of Jeshua
and Kadmiel, of the children of Hodaviah,
seventy-four.

41The singers: the children of Asaph, one
hundred and twenty-eight.

42 The children of the gatekeepers: the
children of Shallum, the children of Ater,
the children of Talmon, the children of
Akkub, the children of Hatita, the children
of Shobai, in all one hundred and thirty-
nine.

43 The temple servants: the children of
Ziha, the children of Hasupha, the children
of Tabbaoth,

44 the children of Keros, the children of
Siaha, the children of Padon,

45 the childrenofLebanah, the childrenof
Hagabah, the children of Akkub,

46 the children of Hagab, the children of
Shamlai, the children of Hanan,

47 the children of Giddel, the children of
Gahar, the children of Reaiah,

48 the children of Rezin, the children of
Nekoda, the children of Gazzam,

49 the children of Uzza, the children of
Paseah, the children of Besai,

50 the children of Asnah, the children of
Meunim, the children of Nephisim,

51 the children of Bakbuk, the children of
Hakupha, the children of Harhur,

52 the children of Bazluth, the children of
Mehida, the children of Harsha,

53 the children of Barkos, the children of
Sisera, the children of Temah,

54 the children of Neziah, the children of
Hatipha.

55Thechildrenof Solomon’s servants: the
children of Sotai, the children of Hasso-
phereth, the children of Peruda,

56 the children of Jaalah, the children of
Darkon, the children of Giddel,

57 the children of Shephatiah, the chil-
dren of Hattil, the children of Pochereth
Hazzebaim, the children of Ami.

58 All the temple servants, and the chil-
dren of Solomon’s servants, were three
hundred and ninety-two.

59Thesewere thosewhowentup fromTel
Melah, Tel Harsha, Cherub, Addan, and Im-
mer; but they could not show their fathers’
houses and their offspring,† whether they
were of Israel:

60 the children of Delaiah, the children of
Tobiah, thechildrenofNekoda, sixhundred
and fifty-two.

61Of the children of the priests: the chil-
dren of Habaiah, the children of Hakkoz,
and the children of Barzillai, who took a
wife of the daughters of Barzillai the Gilea-
dite, and was called after their name.

62These sought their place amongst those
who were registered by genealogy, but
they were not found; therefore they were
deemed disqualified and removed from the
priesthood.

63 The governor told them that they
shouldnot eat of themostholy thingsuntil a
priest stood up to servewith Urim andwith
Thummim.

64 The whole assembly together was
forty-two thousand and three hundred and
sixty,

65 in addition to their male servants and
their female servants, of whom there were
seven thousand and three hundred and
thirty-seven; and they had two hundred
singingmen and singing women.

66 Their horses were seven hundred and
thirty-six; their mules, two hundred and
forty-five;

67 their camels, four hundred and thirty-
five; their donkeys, six thousand and seven
hundred and twenty.

68 Some of the heads of fathers’ house-
holds, when they came to the LORD’s house
which is in Jerusalem, offered willingly for
God’s house to set it up in its place.

69Theygaveaccording to theirability into
the treasuryof thework sixty-one thousand

† 2:59: or, seed ‡ 2:69: a daric was a gold coin issued by a Persian king, weighing about 8.4 grams or about 0.27 troy

ounces each. § 2:69: Amina is about 600 grams or 1.3 U. S. pounds, so 5,000minas is about 3 metric tonnes.
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darics of gold,‡ five thousand minas§ of
silver, and one hundred priests’ garments.

70 So the priests and the Levites, with
some of the people, the singers, the gate-
keepers, and the temple servants, lived in
their cities, and all Israel in their cities.

3
1When the seventhmonthhad come, and

the children of Israel were in the cities, the
people gathered themselves togetherasone
man to Jerusalem.

2Then Jeshua the son of Jozadak stood up
with his brothers the priests and Zerubba-
bel the sonofShealtiel andhis relatives, and
built the altar of the God of Israel, to offer
burnt offerings on it, as it is written in the
law of Moses theman of God.

3 In spite of their fear because of the peo-
ples of the surrounding lands, they set the
altar on its base; and they offered burnt
offerings on it to the LORD, even burnt of-
ferings morning and evening.

4Theykept the feast ofbooths, as it iswrit-
ten, and offered the daily burnt offerings by
number, according to the ordinance, as the
duty of every day required;

5 and afterward the continual burnt of-
fering, the offerings of the new moons, of
all the set feasts of the LORD that were
consecrated, and of everyonewhowillingly
offered a free will offering to the LORD.

6From the first day of the seventhmonth,
they began to offer burnt offerings to the
LORD; but the foundation of the LORD’s
temple was not yet laid.

7 They also gave money to the masons
and to the carpenters. They also gave food,
drink, and oil to the people of Sidon and
Tyre to bring cedar trees from Lebanon to
the sea, to Joppa, according to the grant that
they had from Cyrus King of Persia.

8Now in the second year of their coming
to God’s house at Jerusalem, in the sec-
ondmonth, Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel,
Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and the rest of
their brothers the priests and the Levites,
and all those who had come out of the
captivity to Jerusalem, began the work and
appointed the Levites, from twenty years
oldandupward, tohave theoversight of the
work of the LORD’s house.

9Then Jeshua stood with his sons and his
brothers, Kadmiel and his sons, the sons
of Judah, together to have the oversight of
the workmen in God’s house: the sons of
Henadad, with their sons and their broth-
ers the Levites.

10When the builders laid the foundation
of the LORD’s temple, they set the priests
in their vestments with trumpets, with the
Levites the sons of Asaph with cymbals, to

praise theLORD, according to thedirections
of David king of Israel.

11 They sang to one another in praising
and giving thanks to the LORD, “For he
is good, for his loving kindness endures
forever towards Israel.” All the people
shouted with a great shout, when they
praised the LORD, because the foundation
of the LORD’s house had been laid.

12 But many of the priests and Levites
and heads of fathers’ households, the old
men who had seen the first house, when
the foundationof this housewas laidbefore
their eyes, wept with a loud voice. Many
also shouted aloud for joy,

13 so that the people could not discern the
noise of the shout of joy from the noise of
the weeping of the people; for the people
shouted with a loud shout, and the noise
was heard far away.

4
1 Now when the adversaries of Judah

and Benjamin heard that the children of
the captivity were building a temple to the
LORD, the God of Israel,

2 they came near to Zerubbabel, and to
the heads of fathers’ households, and said
to them, “Let us build with you, for we seek
your God as you do; and we have been
sacrificing to him since the days of Esar
Haddon king of Assyria, who brought us up
here.”

3 But Zerubbabel, Jeshua, and the rest of
the heads of fathers’ households of Israel
said to them, “You have nothing to do with
us in building a house to our God; but we
ourselves together will build to the LORD,
the God of Israel, as King Cyrus the king of
Persia has commanded us.”

4 Then the people of the land weakened
the hands of the people of Judah, and trou-
bled them in building.

5 They hired counsellors against them to
frustrate their purpose all the days of Cyrus
king of Persia, evenuntil the reign ofDarius
king of Persia.

6 In the reign of Ahasuerus, in the be-
ginning of his reign, they wrote an accusa-
tion against the inhabitants of Judah and
Jerusalem.

7 In the days of Artaxerxes, Bishlam,
Mithredath, Tabeel, and the rest of his com-
panions wrote to Artaxerxes king of Persia;
and the writing of the letter was written
in Syrian and delivered in the Syrian lan-
guage.

8Rehum the chancellor and Shimshai the
scribe wrote a letter against Jerusalem to
Artaxerxes the king as follows.

9 Then Rehum the chancellor, Shimshai
the scribe, and the rest of their companions,
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the Dinaites, and the Apharsathchites, the
Tarpelites, the Apharsites, the Archevites,
the Babylonians, the Shushanchites, theDe-
haites, the Elamites,

10 and the rest of the nations whom the
greatandnobleOsnapparbroughtoverand
settled in the city of Samaria, and in the
rest of the country beyond the River, and so
forth, wrote.

11 This is the copy of the letter that they
sent:

To King Artaxerxes, from your servants,
the people beyond the River.

12Be it known to the king that the Jews
who came up from you have come to
us to Jerusalem. They are building the
rebellious andbad city, andhavefinished
the walls and repaired the foundations.

13 Be it known now to the king that if
this city is built and the walls finished, they
will not pay tribute, custom, or toll, and in
the end it will be hurtful to the kings.

14 Now because we eat the salt of the
palace and it is not appropriate for us to
see the king’s dishonour, therefore we have
sent and informed the king,

15 that searchmay bemade in the book
of the records of your fathers. You will
see in the book of the records, and know
that this city is a rebellious city, and hurtful
to kings and provinces, and that they have
started rebellions within it in the past. That
is why this city was destroyed.

16We inform the king that if this city is
built and the walls finished, then you will
have no possession beyond the River.

17Then the king sent an answer to Rehum
the chancellor, and to Shimshai the scribe,
and to the rest of their companionswho live
in Samaria, and in the rest of the country
beyond the River:

Peace.

18 The letter which you sent to us has
been plainly read before me.

19 I decreed, and searchhas beenmade,
and it was found that this city has made
insurrection against kings in the past, and
that rebellion and revolts have been made
in it.

20 There have also been mighty kings
over Jerusalem who have ruled over all
the country beyond the River; and tribute,
custom, and toll was paid to them.

21 Make a decree now to cause these
men to cease, and that this city not be built
until a decree is made byme.

22Be careful that younot be slack doing
so. Why should damage grow to the hurt of

the kings?

23Thenwhen thecopyofKingArtaxerxes’
letterwas readbeforeRehum, Shimshai the
scribe, and their companions, they went in
haste to Jerusalem to the Jews, and made
them to cease by force of arms.

24 Then work stopped on God’s house
which is at Jerusalem. It stopped until the
second year of the reign of Darius king of
Persia.

5
1 Now the prophets, Haggai the prophet

and Zechariah the son of Iddo, prophe-
sied to the Jews who were in Judah and
Jerusalem. They prophesied to them in the
name of the God of Israel.

2 Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel,
and Jeshua the son of Jozadak rose up
and began to build God’s house which is
at Jerusalem; and with them were the
prophets of God, helping them.

3 At the same time Tattenai, the gover-
nor beyond the River, came to them, with
Shetharbozenai and their companions, and
asked them, “Who gave you a decree to
build this house and to finish this wall?”

4 They also asked for the names of the
menwhoweremaking this building.

5 But the eye of their God was on the
elders of the Jews, and they didn’t make
them cease until the matter should come to
Darius, and an answer should be returned
by letter concerning it.

6 The copy of the letter that Tattenai, the
governor beyond the River, and Shethar-
bozenai, and his companions the Apharsa-
chites who were beyond the River, sent to
Darius the king follows.

7 They sent a letter to him, in which was
written:

To Darius the king, all peace.
8 Be it known to the king that we went

into the province of Judah, to the house
of the great God, which is being built
with great stones and timber is laid in the
walls. This work goes on with diligence
and prospers in their hands.

9 Then we asked those elders, and said
to them thus, “Who gave you a decree to
build this house, and to finish this wall?”

10 We asked them their names also, to
inform you that we might write the names
of themenwhowere at their head.

11 Thus they returned us answer, say-
ing, “We are the servants of the God of
heaven and earth and are building the
house that was built these many years ago,
which a great king of Israel built and fin-
ished.
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12 But after our fathers had provoked
the God of heaven to wrath, he gave them
into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon, the Chaldean, who destroyed this
house and carried the people away into
Babylon.

13 But in the first year of Cyrus king of
Babylon, Cyrus the king made a decree to
build this house of God.

14 The gold and silver vessels of God’s
house, which Nebuchadnezzar took out
of the temple that was in Jerusalem and
brought into the temple of Babylon, those
Cyrus the king also took out of the temple
of Babylon, and they were delivered to one
whose name was Sheshbazzar, whom he
hadmade governor.

15Hesaid tohim, ‘Take thesevessels, go,
put them in the temple that is in Jerusalem,
and let God’s house be built in its place.’

16 Then the same Sheshbazzar came
and laid the foundations of God’s house
which is in Jerusalem. Since that time even
until now it has been being built, and yet it
is not completed.

17Now therefore, if it seems good to the
king, let a search be made in the king’s
treasurehouse,which is thereatBabylon,
whether it is so that adecreewasmadeby
Cyrus the king to build this house of God
at Jerusalem; and let the king send his
pleasure to us concerning this matter.”

6
1 Then Darius the king made a decree,

and the house of the archives, where the
treasures were laid up in Babylon, was
searched.

2 A scroll was found at Achmetha, in the
palace that is in the province of Media, and
in it this was written for a record:

3 In the first year of Cyrus the king,
Cyrus the king made a decree: Concern-
ing God’s house at Jerusalem, let the
house be built, the place where they of-
fer sacrifices, and let its foundations be
strongly laid, with its height sixty cubits†
and its width sixty cubits;

4with three courses of great stones and
a course of new timber. Let the expenses be
given out of the king’s house.

5 Also let the gold and silver vessels of
God’s house, which Nebuchadnezzar took
out of the temple which is at Jerusalem
and brought to Babylon, be restored and
brought again to the temple which is at
Jerusalem, everything to its place. You shall
put them in God’s house.

6 Now therefore, Tattenai, governor
beyond the River, Shetharbozenai, and
yourcompanions theApharsachites,who
are beyond the River, you must stay far
from there.

7 Leave the work of this house of God
alone; let the governor of the Jews and the
elders of the Jews build this house of God in
its place.

8Moreover I make a decree regarding
what you shall do for these elders of the
Jews for the building of this house of God:
that of the king’s goods, even of the tribute
beyond the River, expenses must be given
withall diligence to thesemen, that theynot
be hindered.

9That which they have need of, includ-
ing young bulls, rams, and lambs, for burnt
offerings to the God of heaven; also wheat,
salt, wine, and oil, according to the word of
the priests who are at Jerusalem, let it be
given them day by day without fail,

10 that they may offer sacrifices of
pleasant aroma to the God of heaven, and
pray for the life of the king and of his sons.

11 I have also made a decree that who-
ever alters this message, let a beam be
pulled out from his house, and let him be
lifted up and fastened on it; and let his
house bemade a dunghill for this.

12 May the God who has caused his
name to dwell there overthrow all kings
and peoples who stretch out their hand to
alter this, todestroy thishouseofGodwhich
is at Jerusalem. I Darius have made a de-
cree. Let it be done with all diligence.

13 Then Tattenai, the governor beyond
the River, Shetharbozenai, and their com-
panions did accordingly with all diligence,
because Darius the king had sent a decree.

14 The elders of the Jews built and pros-
pered, through the prophesying of Haggai
the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo.
They built and finished it, according to the
commandment of the God of Israel, and
according to the decree of Cyrus, Darius,
and Artaxerxes king of Persia.

15 This house was finished on the third
day of the month Adar, which was in the
sixth year of the reign of Darius the king.

16 The children of Israel, the priests, the
Levites, and the rest of the children of the
captivity, kept the dedication of this house
of God with joy.

17 They offered at the dedication of this
house of God one hundred bulls, two hun-
dred rams, four hundred lambs; and for a
sin offering for all Israel, twelvemale goats,

† 6:3: A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimetres.
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according to the number of the tribes of
Israel.

18 They set the priests in their divisions
and the Levites in their courses, for the
service of Godwhich is at Jerusalem, as it is
written in the book of Moses.

19 The children of the captivity kept the
Passover on the fourteenth day of the first
month.

20Because the priests and the Levites had
purified themselves together, all of them
were pure. They killed the Passover for
all the children of the captivity, for their
brothers the priests, and for themselves.

21 The children of Israel who had re-
turned out of the captivity, and all who
had separated themselves to them from the
filthiness of the nations of the land to seek
the LORD, the God of Israel, ate,

22and kept the feast of unleavened bread
seven days with joy; because the LORD had
made them joyful, andhad turned theheart
of the king of Assyria to them, to strengthen
their hands in the work of God, the God of
Israel’s house.

7
1 Now after these things, in the reign

of Artaxerxes king of Persia, Ezra the son
of Seraiah, the son of Azariah, the son of
Hilkiah,

2 the son of Shallum, the son of Zadok, the
son of Ahitub,

3 the son of Amariah, the son of Azariah,
the son of Meraioth,

4 the son of Zerahiah, the son of Uzzi, the
son of Bukki,

5 the son of Abishua, the son of Phinehas,
the sonof Eleazar, the sonofAaron the chief
priest—

6 this Ezrawent up fromBabylon. Hewas
a skilled scribe in the law of Moses, which
the LORD, the God of Israel, had given; and
theking grantedhimall his request, accord-
ing to the LORD his God’s hand on him.

7Some of the children of Israel, including
some of the priests, the Levites, the singers,
the gatekeepers, and the temple servants
went up to Jerusalem in the seventh year of
Artaxerxes the king.

8He came to Jerusalem in thefifthmonth,
which was in the seventh year of the king.

9 For on the first day of the first month
he began to go up from Babylon; and on
the first day of the fifth month he came to
Jerusalem, according to the good hand of
his God on him.

10 For Ezra had set his heart to seek the
LORD’s law, and to do it, and to teach
statutes and ordinances in Israel.

11 Now this is the copy of the letter that
King Artaxerxes gave to Ezra the priest, the
scribe, even the scribe of the words of the
LORD’s commandments, and of his statutes
to Israel:

12Artaxerxes, king of kings,
To Ezra the priest, the scribe of the law of
the perfect God of heaven.
Now
13 I make a decree that all those of the

people of Israel and their priests and the
Levites in my realm, who intend of their
own free will to go to Jerusalem, go with
you.

14Because you are sent by the king and
his seven counsellors to enquire concern-
ing Judah and Jerusalem, according to the
law of your Godwhich is in your hand,

15 and to carry the silver and gold,
which the king and his counsellors have
freely offered to the God of Israel, whose
habitation is in Jerusalem,

16 and all the silver and gold that you
will find in all the province of Babylon,with
the free will offering of the people and of
the priests, offering willingly for the house
of their God which is in Jerusalem.

17Therefore you shallwith all diligence
buywith thismoney bulls, rams, and lambs
with their meal offerings and their drink
offerings, and shall offer them on the al-
tar of the house of your God which is in
Jerusalem.

18Whatever seems good to you and to
your brothers to do with the rest of the
silver and the gold, do that according to the
will of your God.

19 The vessels that are given to you for
the service of thehouse of yourGod, deliver
before the God of Jerusalem.

20 Whatever more will be needed for
the house of your God, which youmay have
occasion to give, give it out of the king’s
treasure house.

21 I, even I, Artaxerxes the king, make
a decree to all the treasurers who are
beyond the River, that whatever Ezra the
priest, the scribe of the law of the God of
heaven, requires of you, it shall be done
with all diligence,

22 up to one hundred talents† of silver,
and to one hundred cors‡ of wheat, and to
one hundred baths§ of wine, and to one

† 7:22: A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces ‡ 7:22: 1 cor is the same as a homer, or about

55.9 U. S. gallons (liquid) or 211 litres or 6 bushels. § 7:22: 1 bath is one tenth of a cor, or about 5.6 U. S. gallons or 21
litres or 2.4 pecks. 100 baths would be about 2,100 litres.
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hundred baths of oil, and salt without pre-
scribing howmuch.

23Whatever is commanded by the God
of heaven, let it be done exactly for the
house of the God of heaven; for why should
there bewrath against the realmof the king
and his sons?

24 Also we inform you that it shall not
be lawful to impose tribute, custom, or
toll on any of the priests, Levites, singers,
gatekeepers, temple servants, or labour-
ers of this house of God.

25 You, Ezra, according to the wisdom
of your God that is in your hand, appoint
magistrates and judges who may judge
all the people who are beyond the River,
who all know the laws of your God; and
teach himwho doesn’t know them.

26Whoever will not do the law of your
God and the law of the king, let judge-
ment be executed on himwith all diligence,
whether it is to death, or to banishment,
or to confiscation of goods, or to imprison-
ment.

27 Blessed be the LORD, the God of our
fathers, who has put such a thing as this
in the king’s heart, to beautify the LORD’s
house which is in Jerusalem;

28 and has extended loving kindness to
me before the king and his counsellors, and
before all the king’s mighty princes. I was
strengthened according to the LORD my
God’s hand on me, and I gathered together
chief men out of Israel to go up withme.

8
1Now these are the heads of their fathers’

households, and this is the genealogy of
those who went up with me from Babylon,
in the reign of Artaxerxes the king:

2Of the sons of Phinehas, Gershom.
Of the sons of Ithamar, Daniel.
Of the sons of David, Hattush.
3Of the sons of Shecaniah, of the sons of
Parosh, Zechariah; and with him were
listed by genealogy of the males one
hundred and fifty.

4 Of the sons of Pahathmoab, Eliehoenai
the son of Zerahiah; and with him two
hundredmales.

5 Of the sons of Shecaniah, the son of
Jahaziel; and with him three hundred
males.

6 Of the sons of Adin, Ebed the son of
Jonathan; and with him fifty males.

7Of the sons of Elam, Jeshaiah the son of
Athaliah; and with him seventy males.

8Of the sons of Shephatiah, Zebadiah the
son of Michael; and with him eighty
males.

9 Of the sons of Joab, Obadiah the son of
Jehiel; and with him two hundred and
eighteenmales.

10 Of the sons of Shelomith, the son of
Josiphiah; and with him one hundred
and sixty males.

11Of the sons of Bebai, Zechariah the son
of Bebai; and with him twenty-eight
males.

12Of the sons ofAzgad, Johanan the sonof
Hakkatan; and with him one hundred
and tenmales.

13Of the sons of Adonikam, whowere the
last, their names are: Eliphelet, Jeuel,
and Shemaiah; and with them sixty
males.

14Of the sonsofBigvai, Uthai andZabbud;
and with them seventy males.

15 I gathered them together to the river
that runs toAhava; and therewe encamped
three days. Then I looked around at the
people and the priests, and found there
were none of the sons of Levi.

16 Then I sent for Eliezer, for Ariel, for
Shemaiah, for Elnathan, for Jarib, for El-
nathan, for Nathan, for Zechariah, and for
Meshullam, chief men; also for Joiarib and
for Elnathan, whowere teachers.

17 I sent them out to Iddo the chief at the
place Casiphia; and I told them what they
should tell Iddo andhis brothers the temple
servants at the place Casiphia, that they
should bring to us ministers for the house
of our God.

18According to the good hand of our God
onus theybroughtusamanofdiscretion, of
the sons of Mahli, the son of Levi, the son of
Israel, namely Sherebiah, with his sons and
his brothers, eighteen;

19 and Hashabiah, and with him Jeshaiah
of the sons ofMerari, his brothers and their
sons, twenty;

20 and of the temple servants, whom
David and the princes had given for the
service of the Levites, two hundred and
twenty temple servants. All of them were
mentioned by name.

21 Then I proclaimed a fast there at the
river Ahava, that we might humble our-
selves before our God, to seek from him a
straight way for us, for our little ones, and
for all our possessions.

22 For I was ashamed to ask of the king a
band of soldiers and horsemen to help us
against the enemy on the way, because we
had spoken to the king, saying, “The hand
of our God is on all those who seek him, for
good; but his power andhiswrath is against
all those who forsake him.”

23 So we fasted and begged our God for
this, and he granted our request.
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24 Then I set apart twelve of the chiefs
of the priests, even Sherebiah, Hashabiah,
and ten of their brothers with them,

25 and weighed to them the silver, the
gold, and the vessels, even the offering for
the house of our God, which the king, his
counsellors, his princes, and all Israel there
present, had offered.

26 I weighed into their hand six hundred
and fifty talents of silver,† one hundred tal-
ents of silvervessels, onehundred talents of
gold,

27 twenty bowls of gold weighing one
thousand darics,‡ and two vessels of fine
bright bronze, precious as gold.

28 I said to them, “You are holy to the
LORD, and the vessels are holy. The silver
and the gold are a free will offering to the
LORD, the God of your fathers.

29Watch and keep them until you weigh
them before the chiefs of the priests, the
Levites, and the princes of the fathers’
households of Israel at Jerusalem, in the
rooms of the LORD’s house.”

30 So the priests and the Levites received
the weight of the silver, the gold, and the
vessels, to bring them to Jerusalem to the
house of our God.

31Thenwedeparted fromthe riverAhava
on the twelfth day of the first month, to go
to Jerusalem. The hand of our God was on
us, andhedeliveredus from thehandof the
enemy and the bandits by the way.

32Wecameto Jerusalem, andstayed there
three days.

33 On the fourth day the silver and the
gold and the vessels were weighed in the
house of our God into the hand of Mere-
moth the son of Uriah the priest; and with
him was Eleazar the son of Phinehas; and
with them were Jozabad the son of Jeshua,
and Noadiah the son of Binnui, the Levites.

34 Everything was counted and weighed;
and all the weight was written at that time.

35 The children of the captivity, who had
come out of exile, offered burnt offerings to
the God of Israel: twelve bulls for all Israel,
ninety-six rams, seventy-seven lambs, and
twelvemale goats for a sin offering. All this
was a burnt offering to the LORD.

36They delivered the king’s commissions
to the king’s local governors and to the gov-
ernors beyond the River. So they supported
the people and God’s house.

9
1Now when these things were done, the

princes came near to me, saying, “The peo-
ple of Israel, the priests, and the Levites

have not separated themselves from the
peoples of the lands, following their abom-
inations, even those of the Canaanites, the
Hittites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites, the
Ammonites, the Moabites, the Egyptians,
and the Amorites.

2 For they have taken of their daughters
for themselvesand for their sons, so that the
holy offspring havemixed themselves with
the peoples of the lands. Yes, the hand of
the princes and rulers has been chief in this
trespass.”

3When I heard this thing, I tore my gar-
ment and my robe, and pulled the hair out
of my head and of my beard, and sat down
confounded.

4 Then everyone who trembled at the
words of the God of Israel were assembled
to me because of the trespass of the exiles;
and I sat confounded until the evening of-
fering.

5 At the evening offering I rose up from
myhumiliation, evenwithmy garment and
my robe torn; and I fell on my knees, and
spread out my hands to the LORDmy God;

6 and I said, “My God, I am ashamed and
blush to lift up my face to you, my God,
for our iniquities have increased over our
head, andourguiltinesshasgrownup to the
heavens.

7 Since the days of our fathers we have
been exceedingly guilty to this day; and for
our iniquitieswe, our kings, and our priests
have been delivered into the hand of the
kings of the lands, to the sword, to captivity,
to plunder, and to confusion of face, as it is
this day.

8Now for a little moment grace has been
shown from theLORDourGod, to leaveus a
remnant to escape, and to give us a stake in
his holy place, that our Godmay lighten our
eyes, and revive us a little in our bondage.

9 For we are bondservants; yet our God
has not forsaken us in our bondage, but has
extended loving kindness to us in the sight
of the kings of Persia, to revive us, to set
up the house of our God, and to repair its
ruins, and to give us a wall in Judah and in
Jerusalem.

10 “Now, our God, what shall we say after
this? Forwe have forsaken your command-
ments,

11 which you have commanded by your
servants the prophets, saying, ‘The land
to which you go to possess is an unclean
land through the uncleanness of the peo-
ples of the lands, through their abomina-
tions, which have filled it from one end to
another with their filthiness.

† 8:26: A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces ‡ 8:27: a daric was a gold coin issued by a
Persian king, weighing about 8.4 grams or about 0.27 troy ounces each.
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12 Now therefore don’t give your daugh-
ters to their sons. Don’t take their daughters
to your sons, nor seek their peace or their
prosperity forever, that you may be strong
and eat the good of the land, and leave it for
an inheritance to your children forever.’

13 “After all that has come on us for our
evil deeds and for our great guilt, since you,
our God, have punished us less than our
iniquities deserve, and have given us such
a remnant,

14 shall we again break your command-
ments, and join ourselves with the peoples
that do these abominations? Wouldn’t you
be angry with us until you had consumed
us, so that there would be no remnant, nor
any to escape?

15 LORD, the God of Israel, you are righ-
teous; for we are left a remnant that has
escaped, as it is today. Behold,† we are
before you in our guiltiness; for no one can
stand before you because of this.”

10
1 Now while Ezra prayed and made con-

fession, weeping and casting himself down
before God’s house, there was gathered to-
gether to him out of Israel a very great
assembly of men andwomen and children;
for the people wept very bitterly.

2 Shecaniah the son of Jehiel, one of the
sonsofElam, answeredEzra, “Wehave tres-
passed against our God, and have married
foreign women of the peoples of the land.
Yet now there is hope for Israel concerning
this thing.

3 Now therefore let’s make a covenant
with our God to put away all the wives and
those who are born of them, according to
the counsel of my lord and of those who
tremble at the commandment of our God.
Let it be done according to the law.

4Arise, for the matter belongs to you and
we are with you. Be courageous, and do it.”

5 Then Ezra arose, and made the chiefs
of the priests, the Levites, and all Israel to
swear that they would do according to this
word. So they swore.

6 Then Ezra rose up from before God’s
house, and went into the room of Jeho-
hanan the son of Eliashib. When he came
there, hedidn’t eat breadordrinkwater, for
he mourned because of the trespass of the
exiles.

7 They made a proclamation throughout
Judah and Jerusalem to all the children of
the captivity, that they should gather them-
selves together to Jerusalem;

8 and that whoever didn’t come within
three days, according to the counsel of the

princes and the elders, all his possessions
should be forfeited, and he himself sepa-
rated from the assembly of the captivity.

9Then all themen of Judah andBenjamin
gathered themselves together to Jerusalem
within the three days. It was the ninth
month, on the twentieth day of the month;
and all the people sat in the wide place in
front of God’s house, trembling because of
this matter, and because of the great rain.

10 Ezra the priest stood up and said to
them, “You have trespassed, and have mar-
ried foreign women, increasing the guilt of
Israel.

11Now therefore make confession to the
LORD, the God of your fathers and do his
pleasure. Separate yourselves from the
peoples of the land and from the foreign
women.”

12Then all the assembly answered with a
loud voice, “We must do as you have said
concerning us.

13 But the people are many, and it is a
time of much rain, and we are not able to
stand outside. This is not a work of one day
or two, for we have greatly transgressed in
this matter.

14 Now let our princes be appointed for
all the assembly, and let all those who are
in our cities who have married foreign
women come at appointed times, and with
them the elders of every city and its judges,
until the fierce wrath of our God is turned
from us, until this matter is resolved.”

15 Only Jonathan the son of Asahel and
Jahzeiah the son of Tikvah stood up against
this; and Meshullam and Shabbethai the
Levite helped them.

16 The children of the captivity did so.
Ezra the priest, with certain heads of
fathers’ households, after their fathers’
houses, and all of them by their names,
were set apart; and they sat down in the
first day of the tenth month to examine the
matter.

17Theyfinishedwith all themenwhohad
married foreign women by the first day of
the first month.

18 Amongst the sons of the priests there
were found who had married foreign
women:
of the sons of Jeshua, the son of Jozadak,
and his brothers: Maaseiah, Eliezer,
Jarib, and Gedaliah.

19 They gave their hand that they would
put away their wives; and being guilty, they
offered a ram of the flock for their guilt.

20Of the sons of Immer: Hanani and Ze-
badiah.

† 9:15: “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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21Of the sons of Harim: Maaseiah, Elijah,
Shemaiah, Jehiel, and Uzziah.

22Of the sons of Pashhur: Elioenai, Maa-
seiah, Ishmael, Nethanel, Jozabad, and
Elasah.

23 Of the Levites: Jozabad, Shimei, Kela-
iah (also called Kelita), Pethahiah, Ju-
dah, and Eliezer.

24Of the singers: Eliashib.
Of the gatekeepers: Shallum, Telem, and
Uri.

25 Of Israel: Of the sons of Parosh:
Ramiah, Izziah, Malchijah, Mijamin,
Eleazar, Malchijah, and Benaiah.

26 Of the sons of Elam: Mattaniah,
Zechariah, Jehiel, Abdi, Jeremoth, and
Elijah.

27Of the sons of Zattu: Elioenai, Eliashib,
Mattaniah, Jeremoth, Zabad, and Az-
iza.

28Of the sons of Bebai: Jehohanan, Hana-
niah, Zabbai, and Athlai.

29 Of the sons of Bani: Meshullam, Mal-
luch, Adaiah, Jashub, Sheal, and Jere-
moth.

30 Of the sons of Pahathmoab: Adna,
Chelal, Benaiah, Maaseiah, Mattaniah,
Bezalel, Binnui, andManasseh.

31Of the sons of Harim: Eliezer, Isshijah,
Malchijah, Shemaiah, Shimeon,

32Benjamin, Malluch, and Shemariah.
33Of the sons of Hashum: Mattenai, Mat-
tattah, Zabad, Eliphelet, Jeremai, Man-
asseh, and Shimei.

34 Of the sons of Bani: Maadai, Amram,
Uel,

35Benaiah, Bedeiah, Cheluhi,
36Vaniah, Meremoth, Eliashib,
37Mattaniah, Mattenai, Jaasu,
38Bani, Binnui, Shimei,
39 Shelemiah, Nathan, Adaiah,
40Machnadebai, Shashai, Sharai,
41Azarel, Shelemiah, Shemariah,
42 Shallum, Amariah, and Joseph.
43 Of the sons of Nebo: Jeiel, Mattithiah,
Zabad, Zebina, Iddo, Joel, and Benaiah.

44All thesehad taken foreignwives. Some
of them had wives by whom they had chil-
dren.
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The Book of
Nehemiah

1 The words of Nehemiah the son of Ha-
caliah.
Now in the month Chislev, in the twenti-

eth year, as I was in Susa the palace,
2 Hanani, one of my brothers, came, he

and certain men out of Judah; and I asked
themabout the Jewswho had escaped, who
were left of the captivity, and concerning
Jerusalem.

3 They said to me, “The remnant who are
left of the captivity there in theprovince are
in great affliction and reproach. Thewall of
Jerusalem isalsobrokendown, and its gates
are burnt with fire.”

4 When I heard these words, I sat down
and wept, and mourned several days; and
I fasted and prayed before the God† of
heaven,

5 and said, “I beg you, LORD,‡ the God of
heaven, the great and awesome God who
keeps covenant and loving kindness with
thosewho lovehimandkeephis command-
ments,

6 let your ear now be attentive and your
eyes open, that youmay listen to the prayer
of your servant which I pray before you at
this time, day and night, for the children
of Israel your servants, while I confess the
sins of the children of Israel whichwe have
sinned against you. Yes, I and my father’s
house have sinned.

7 We have dealt very corruptly against
you, andhavenot kept the commandments,
nor the statutes, nor the ordinances, which
you commanded your servant Moses.

8“Remember, I beg you, theword that you
commanded your servantMoses, saying, ‘If
you trespass, I will scatter you amongst the
peoples;

9 but if you return to me, and keep my
commandments and do them, though your
outcasts were in the uttermost part of the
heavens, yet I will gather them from there,
and will bring them to the place that I have
chosen, to causemy name to dwell there.’

10 “Now these are your servants and your
people, whom you have redeemed by your
great power and by your strong hand.

11 Lord,§ I beg you, let your ear be atten-
tive now to the prayer of your servant, and
to the prayer of your servants who delight
to fear your name; and please prosper your

servant today, and grant him mercy in the
sight of this man.”
Now I was cup bearer to the king.

2
1 In the month Nisan, in the twentieth

year ofArtaxerxes the king,whenwinewas
before him, I picked up the wine, and gave
it to the king. Now Ihadnot been sadbefore
in his presence.

2 The king said to me, “Why is your face
sad, since you are not sick? This is nothing
else but sorrow of heart.”
Then I was verymuch afraid.
3 I said to the king, “Let the king live for-

ever! Why shouldn’t my face be sad, when
the city, the place of my fathers’ tombs, lies
waste, and its gates have been consumed
with fire?”

4 Then the king said to me, “What is your
request?”
So I prayed to the God of heaven.
5 I said to the king, “If it pleases the king,

and if your servant has found favour in
your sight, I ask that you would send me to
Judah, to the city of my fathers’ tombs, that
I may build it.”

6The king said to me (the queen was also
sittingbyhim), “How longwill your journey
be? Whenwill you return?”
So it pleased the king to sendme, and I set

a time for him.
7Moreover I said to the king, “If it pleases

the king, let letters be givenme to the gover-
nors beyond the River, that theymay let me
pass through until I come to Judah;

8 and a letter to Asaph the keeper of the
king’s forest, that he may give me timber to
make beams for the gates of the citadel by
the temple, for the wall of the city, and for
the house that I will occupy.”
The king grantedmy requests, because of

the good hand of my God onme.
9Then I came to thegovernorsbeyond the

River, and gave them the king’s letters. Now
the king had sent captains of the army and
horsemenwithme.

10 When Sanballat the Horonite and To-
biah the Ammonite servant heard of it, it
grieved them exceedingly, because a man
hadcome to seek thewelfareof the children
of Israel.

11 So I came to Jerusalem, and was there
three days.

12 I arose in the night, I and a few men
with me. I didn’t tell anyone what my God
put intomyheart todo for Jerusalem. There

† 1:4: The Hebrew word rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). ‡ 1:5: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS,

“LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). § 1:11: The
word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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wasn’t any animal with me except the ani-
mal that I rode on.

13 I went out by night by the valley gate
towards the jackal’s well, then to the dung
gate; and I inspected thewalls of Jerusalem,
which were broken down, and its gates
were consumedwith fire.

14Then Iwent on to the spring gate and to
the king’s pool, but there was no place for
the animal that was under me to pass.

15 Then I went up in the night by the
brook and inspected the wall; and I turned
back, and entered by the valley gate, and so
returned.

16The rulers didn’t knowwhere Iwent, or
what I did. I hadnot as yet told it to the Jews,
nor to the priests, nor to the nobles, nor to
the rulers, nor to the rest who did thework.

17 Then I said to them, “You see the bad
situation that we are in, how Jerusalem lies
waste, and its gates are burnt with fire.
Come, let’s build up the wall of Jerusalem,
that we won’t be disgraced.”

18 I told them about the hand of my God
which was good on me, and also about the
king’s words that he had spoken tome.
They said, “Let’s rise up and build.” So

they strengthened their hands for the good
work.

19 But when Sanballat the Horonite, To-
biah the Ammonite servant, and Geshem
the Arabian, heard it, they ridiculed us and
despised us, and said, “What is this thing
that you are doing? Will you rebel against
the king?”

20 Then I answered them, and said to
them, “The God of heaven will prosper us.
Therefore we, his servants, will arise and
build; but you have no portion, nor right,
nor memorial in Jerusalem.”

3
1 Then Eliashib the high priest rose up

with his brothers the priests, and they built
the sheep gate. They sanctified it, and set
up its doors. They sanctified it even to
the tower of Hammeah, to the tower of
Hananel.

2 Next to him the men of Jericho built.
Next to them Zaccur the son of Imri built.

3 The sons of Hassenaah built the fish
gate. They laid its beams, and set up its
doors, its bolts, and its bars.

4 Next to them, Meremoth the son of
Uriah, the son of Hakkoz made repairs.
Next to them, Meshullam the son of
Berechiah, the son of Meshezabel made
repairs. Next to them, Zadok the son of
Baanamade repairs.

5Next to them, the Tekoitesmade repairs;
but their nobles didn’t put their necks to the
Lord’s work.

6 Joiada the son of Paseah andMeshullam
the son of Besodeiah repaired the old gate.
They laid its beams and set up its doors, its
bolts, and its bars.

7 Next to them, Melatiah the Gibeonite
and Jadon the Meronothite, the men of
Gibeon and of Mizpah, repaired the resi-
dence of the governor beyond the River.

8Next to him, Uzziel the son of Harhaiah,
goldsmiths, made repairs. Next to him,
Hananiah, one of the perfumers, made re-
pairs, and they fortified Jerusalem even to
the wide wall.

9Next to them, Rephaiah the son of Hur,
the ruler of half the district of Jerusalem,
made repairs.

10 Next to them, Jedaiah the son of
Harumaph made repairs across from his
house. Next to him, Hattush the son of
Hashabneiahmade repairs.

11 Malchijah the son of Harim and Has-
shub the son of Pahathmoab repaired an-
otherportionand the towerof the furnaces.

12 Next to him, Shallum the son of Hal-
lohesh, the ruler of half the district of
Jerusalem, he and his daughters made re-
pairs.

13 Hanun and the inhabitants of Zanoah
repaired the valley gate. They built it, and
set up its doors, its bolts, and its bars, and
one thousand cubits† of thewall to the dung
gate.

14Malchijah the son of Rechab, the ruler
of the district of Beth Haccherem, repaired
the dung gate. He built it, and set up its
doors, its bolts, and its bars.

15Shallun thesonofColhozeh, therulerof
the district of Mizpah, repaired the spring
gate. He built it, covered it, and set up its
doors, itsbolts, and itsbars; andherepaired
the wall of the pool of Shelah by the king’s
garden, even to the stairs that godownfrom
David’s city.

16After him, Nehemiah the son of Azbuk,
the ruler of half the district of Beth Zur,
made repairs to the place opposite the
tombs of David, and to the pool that was
made, and to the house of themighty men.

17 After him, the Levites—Rehum the
son of Bani made repairs. Next to him,
Hashabiah, the ruler of half the district of
Keilah, made repairs for his district.

18 After him, their brothers, Bavvai the
son ofHenadad, the ruler of half the district
of Keilahmade repairs.

† 3:13: A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimetres.



Nehemiah 3:19 414 Nehemiah 4:16

19Next to him, Ezer the son of Jeshua, the
ruler of Mizpah, repaired another portion
across fromtheascent to thearmouryat the
turning of the wall.

20 After him, Baruch the son of Zabbai
earnestly repaired another portion, from
the turning of the wall to the door of the
house of Eliashib the high priest.

21 After him, Meremoth the son of Uriah
the son of Hakkoz repaired another por-
tion, from the door of the house of Eliashib
even to the end of the house of Eliashib.

22 After him, the priests, the men of the
surrounding areamade repairs.

23 After them, Benjamin and Hasshub
maderepairs across fromtheirhouse. After
them, Azariah the son of Maaseiah the son
of Ananiah made repairs beside his own
house.

24 After him, Binnui the son of Henadad
repairedanotherportion, fromthehouseof
Azariah to the turningof thewall, and to the
corner.

25 Palal the son of Uzai made repairs op-
posite the turning of thewall, and the tower
that stands out from the upper house of the
king, which is by the court of the guard.
After him Pedaiah the son of Parosh made
repairs.

26 (Now the temple servants lived in
Ophel, to the place opposite the water gate
towards the east, and the tower that stands
out.)

27 After him the Tekoites repaired an-
other portion, opposite the great tower that
stands out, and to the wall of Ophel.

28Above the horse gate, the priests made
repairs, everyone across from his own
house.

29 After them, Zadok the son of Immer
made repairs across from his own house.
After him, Shemaiah the son of Shecaniah,
the keeper of the east gate, made repairs.

30 After him, Hananiah the son of
Shelemiah, and Hanun, the sixth son of
Zalaph, repaired another portion. After
him,Meshullam the son of Berechiahmade
repairs across from his room.

31 After him, Malchijah, one of the gold-
smiths to the house of the temple servants,
and of the merchants, made repairs oppo-
site the gate of Hammiphkad and to the
ascent of the corner.

32 Between the ascent of the corner and
the sheep gate, the goldsmiths and themer-
chants made repairs.

4
1But when Sanballat heard that we were

building the wall, he was angry, and was
very indignant, andmocked the Jews.

2 He spoke before his brothers and the
army of Samaria, and said, “What are these
feeble Jews doing? Will they fortify them-
selves? Will they sacrifice? Will they finish
in a day? Will they revive the stones out of
the heaps of rubbish, since they are burnt?”

3Now Tobiah the Ammonite was by him,
andhe said, “What theyarebuilding, if a fox
climbed up it, he would break down their
stone wall.”

4 “Hear, our God, for we are despised.
Turn back their reproach on their own
head. Give them up for a plunder in a land
of captivity.

5Don’t cover their iniquity. Don’t let their
sin be blotted out from before you; for they
have insulted the builders.”

6 So we built the wall; and all the wall
was joined together tohalf its height, for the
people had amind to work.

7 But when Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabi-
ans, the Ammonites, and the Ashdodites
heard that the repairing of the walls of
Jerusalem went forward, and that the
breaches began to be filled, they were very
angry;

8 and they all conspired together to come
and fight against Jerusalem, and to cause
confusion amongst us.

9 But we made our prayer to our God,
and set a watch against them day and night
because of them.

10 Judah said, “The strength of the bear-
ers of burdens is fading and there is much
rubble, so that we are not able to build the
wall.”

11 Our adversaries said, “They will not
know or see, until we come in amongst
them and kill them, and cause the work to
cease.”

12 When the Jews who lived by them
came, they said to us ten times from all
places, “Whereveryou turn, theywill attack
us.”

13 Therefore I set guards in the lowest
parts of the space behind the wall, in the
open places. I set the people by family
groups with their swords, their spears, and
their bows.

14 I looked, and rose up, and said to the
nobles, to the rulers, and to the rest of the
people, “Don’t be afraid of them! Remem-
ber the Lord, who is great and awesome,
and fight for your brothers, your sons, your
daughters, your wives, and your houses.”

15 When our enemies heard that it was
known to us, and God had brought their
counsel to nothing, all of us returned to the
wall, everyone to his work.

16 From that time forth, half of my ser-
vants did the work, and half of them held
the spears, the shields, the bows, and the
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coats ofmail; and the rulerswerebehindall
the house of Judah.

17 Those who built the wall, and those
who bore burdens loaded themselves; ev-
eryone with one of his hands did the work,
and with the other held his weapon.

18 Amongst the builders, everyone wore
his sword at his side, and so built. He who
sounded the trumpet was byme.

19 I said to the nobles, and to the rulers
and to the rest of the people, “The work is
great and widely spread out, and we are
separatedon thewall, far fromoneanother.

20 Wherever you hear the sound of the
trumpet, rally there tous. OurGodwill fight
for us.”

21 So we did the work. Half of the people
held the spears from the rising of themorn-
ing until the stars appeared.

22 Likewise at the same time I said to
the people, “Let everyone with his servant
lodge within Jerusalem, that in the night
they may be a guard to us, and may labour
in the day.”

23 So neither I, nor my brothers, nor my
servants, nor the men of the guard who
followedme took off our clothes. Everyone
took his weapon to the water.

5
1 Then there arose a great cry of the peo-

ple andof theirwives against their brothers
the Jews.

2For there were somewho said, “We, our
sons and our daughters, are many. Let us
get grain, that wemay eat and live.”

3Therewere also somewho said, “Weare
mortgaging our fields, our vineyards, and
our houses. Let us get grain, because of the
famine.”

4 There were also some who said, “We
haveborrowedmoney for the king’s tribute
using our fields and our vineyards as collat-
eral.

5 Yet now our flesh is as the flesh of our
brothers, our children as their children.
Behold,† we bring our sons and our daugh-
ters into bondage to be servants, and some
of our daughters have been brought into
bondage. It is also not in our power to help
it, because other men have our fields and
our vineyards.”

6 I was very angry when I heard their cry
and these words.

7 Then I consulted with myself, and con-
tended with the nobles and the rulers, and
said to them, “You exact usury, everyone of
his brother.” I held a great assembly against
them.

8 I said to them, “We, after our ability,
have redeemed our brothers the Jews that
were sold to the nations; and would you
even sell your brothers, and should they be
sold to us?” Then they held their peace, and
found not a word to say.

9Also I said, “The thing that you do is not
good. Shouldn’t you walk in the fear of our
God because of the reproach of the nations,
our enemies?

10 I likewise, my brothers and my ser-
vants, lend them money and grain. Please
let us stop this usury.

11 Please restore to them, even today,
their fields, their vineyards, their olive
groves, and their houses, also the hun-
dredth part of the money, and of the grain,
the new wine, and the oil, that you are
charging them.”

12 Then they said, “We will restore them,
and will require nothing of them. We will
do so, even as you say.”
Then I called the priests, and took an oath

of them, that they would do according to
this promise.

13 Also I shook out my lap, and said, “So
may God shake out every man from his
house, and from his labour, that doesn’t
perform this promise; even may he be
shaken out and emptied like this.”
All the assembly said, “Amen,” and

praised theLORD. Thepeople did according
to this promise.

14Moreover from the time that I was ap-
pointed to be their governor in the land of
Judah, from the twentieth year even to the
thirty-second year of Artaxerxes the king,
that is, twelveyears, I andmybrothershave
not eaten the bread of the governor.

15But the former governorswhowerebe-
fore me were supported by the people, and
took bread and wine from them, plus forty
shekels‡ of silver; yes, even their servants
ruled over the people, but I didn’t do so,
because of the fear of God.

16 Yes, I also continued in the work of
this wall. We didn’t buy any land. All my
servants were gathered there to the work.

17Moreover therewere atmy table, of the
Jews and the rulers, one hundred and fifty
men, in addition to those who came to us
fromamongst thenations thatwere around
us.

18Now that which was prepared for one
day was one ox and six choice sheep. Also
fowls were prepared for me, and once in
ten days a store of all sorts of wine. Yet
for all this, I didn’t demand the governor’s

† 5:5: “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
‡ 5:15: A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces.
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pay, because the bondagewas heavy on this
people.

19Rememberme,myGod, for all the good
that I have done for this people.

6
1Now when it was reported to Sanballat,

Tobiah, Geshem theArabian, and to the rest
of our enemies that I had built thewall, and
that there was no breach left in it (though
even to that time I had not set up the doors
in the gates),

2 Sanballat and Geshem sent to me, say-
ing, “Come! Let’s meet together in the vil-
lages in theplainofOno.” But they intended
to harmme.

3 I sent messengers to them, saying, “I am
doing a great work, so that I can’t come
down. Why should the work cease while I
leave it and come down to you?”

4They sent to me four times like this; and
I answered them the sameway.

5 Then Sanballat sent his servant to me
the same way the fifth time with an open
letter in his hand,

6 in which was written, “It is reported
amongst the nations, and Gashmu says it,
that you and the Jews intend to rebel. Be-
cause of that, you are building the wall.
You would be their king, according to these
words.

7 You have also appointed prophets to
proclaimof youat Jerusalem, saying, ‘There
is a king in Judah!’ Now it will be reported
to the king according to these words. Come
now therefore, and let’s take counsel to-
gether.”

8 Then I sent to him, saying, “There are
no such things done as you say, but you
imagine them out of your own heart.”

9 For they all would have made us afraid,
saying, “Theirhandswill beweakened from
the work, that it not be done.” But now,
strengthenmy hands.

10 I went to the house of Shemaiah the
son of Delaiah the son of Mehetabel, who
was shut in at his home; and he said, “Let
us meet together in God’s house, within
the temple, and let’s shut the doors of the
temple; for they will come to kill you. Yes,
in the night they will come to kill you.”

11 I said, “Should aman likemeflee? Who
is there that, being such as I, would go into
the temple to save his life? I will not go in.”

12 I discerned, and behold, God had not
sent him, but he pronounced this prophecy
againstme. Tobiah and Sanballat had hired
him.

13He was hired so that I would be afraid,
do so, and sin, and that they might have
material for an evil report, that they might
reproachme.

14 “Remember, my God, Tobiah and San-
ballat according to these their works, and
also the prophetess Noadiah and the rest
of the prophets that would have put me in
fear.”

15 So the wall was finished in the twenty-
fifth day of Elul, in fifty-two days.

16Whenall our enemiesheardof it, all the
nations that were around us were afraid,
and they lost their confidence; for they per-
ceived that this work was done by our God.

17 Moreover in those days the nobles of
Judah sent many letters to Tobiah, and To-
biah’s letters came to them.

18 For there were many in Judah sworn
to him because he was the son-in-law of
Shecaniah the son of Arah; and his son Je-
hohananhad taken thedaughterofMeshul-
lam the son of Berechiah as wife.

19 Also they spoke of his good deeds be-
fore me, and reported my words to him.
Tobiah sent letters to put me in fear.

7
1Now when the wall was built and I had

set up the doors, and the gatekeepers and
the singers and the Leviteswere appointed,

2 I put my brother Hanani, and Hananiah
the governor of the fortress, in charge of
Jerusalem; for he was a faithful man and
feared God abovemany.

3 I said to them, “Don’t let the gates of
Jerusalem be opened until the sun is hot;
and while they stand guard, let them shut
the doors, and you bar them; and appoint
watches of the inhabitants of Jerusalem,
everyone in his watch, with everyone near
his house.”

4 Now the city was wide and large; but
thepeoplewere fewtherein, and thehouses
were not built.

5 My God put into my heart to gather
together the nobles, and the rulers, and the
people, that they might be listed by geneal-
ogy. I found the book of the genealogy of
those who came up at the first, and I found
this written in it:

6 These are the children of the province
who went up out of the captivity of those
who had been carried away, whom Neb-
uchadnezzar the king of Babylon had car-
ried away, and who returned to Jerusalem
and to Judah, everyone to his city,

7 who came with Zerubbabel, Jeshua,
Nehemiah, Azariah, Raamiah, Nahamani,
Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispereth, Bigvai, Ne-
hum, and Baanah.
The number of the men of the people of

Israel:
8 The children of Parosh: two thousand
and one hundred and seventy-two.
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9 The children of Shephatiah: three hun-
dred and seventy-two.

10 The children of Arah: six hundred and
fifty-two.

11 The children of Pahathmoab, of the
children of Jeshua and Joab: two thou-
sand and eight hundred and eighteen.

12 The children of Elam: one thousand
and two hundred and fifty-four.

13 The children of Zattu: eight hundred
and forty-five.

14 The children of Zaccai: seven hundred
and sixty.

15 The children of Binnui: six hundred
and forty-eight.

16The children of Bebai: six hundred and
twenty-eight.

17 The children of Azgad: two thousand
and three hundred and twenty-two.

18ThechildrenofAdonikam: sixhundred
and sixty-seven.

19 The children of Bigvai: two thousand
and sixty-seven.

20 The children of Adin: six hundred and
fifty-five.

21 The children of Ater: of Hezekiah,
ninety-eight.

22 The children of Hashum: three hun-
dred and twenty-eight.

23 The children of Bezai: three hundred
and twenty-four.

24 The children of Hariph: one hundred
and twelve.

25The children of Gibeon: ninety-five.
26 The men of Bethlehem and Netophah:
one hundred and eighty-eight.

27ThemenofAnathoth: onehundredand
twenty-eight.

28Themen of Beth Azmaveth: forty-two.
29 The men of Kiriath Jearim, Chephirah,
and Beeroth: seven hundred and forty-
three.

30 The men of Ramah and Geba: six hun-
dred and twenty-one.

31ThemenofMichmas: onehundred and
twenty-two.

32Themen of Bethel andAi: one hundred
and twenty-three.

33Themen of the other Nebo: fifty-two.
34 The children of the other Elam: one
thousand and two hundred and fifty-
four.

35 The children of Harim: three hundred
and twenty.

36The children of Jericho: three hundred
and forty-five.

37 The children of Lod, Hadid, and Ono:
seven hundred and twenty-one.

38ThechildrenofSenaah: three thousand
and nine hundred and thirty.

39The priests: The children of Jedaiah, of
the house of Jeshua: nine hundred and
seventy-three.

40 The children of Immer: one thousand
and fifty-two.

41The children of Pashhur: one thousand
and two hundred and forty-seven.

42 The children of Harim: one thousand
and seventeen.

43 The Levites: the children of Jeshua, of
Kadmiel, of the children of Hodevah:
seventy-four.

44The singers: the children of Asaph: one
hundred and forty-eight.

45 The gatekeepers: the children of Shal-
lum, the children of Ater, the chil-
dren of Talmon, the children of Akkub,
the children of Hatita, the children of
Shobai: one hundred and thirty-eight.

46 The temple servants: the children of
Ziha, the children of Hasupha, the children
of Tabbaoth,

47 the children of Keros, the children of
Sia, the children of Padon,

48 the children of Lebana, the children of
Hagaba, the children of Salmai,

49 the children of Hanan, the children of
Giddel, the children of Gahar,

50 the children of Reaiah, the children of
Rezin, the children of Nekoda,

51 the children of Gazzam, the children of
Uzza, the children of Paseah,

52 the children of Besai, the children of
Meunim, the children of Nephushesim,

53 the children of Bakbuk, the children of
Hakupha, the children of Harhur,

54 the children of Bazlith, the children of
Mehida, the children of Harsha,

55 the children of Barkos, the children of
Sisera, the children of Temah,

56 the childrenofNeziah, and thechildren
of Hatipha.

57Thechildrenof Solomon’s servants: the
children of Sotai, the children of Sophereth,
the children of Perida,

58 the children of Jaala, the children of
Darkon, the children of Giddel,

59 the children of Shephatiah, the chil-
dren of Hattil, the children of Pochereth
Hazzebaim, and the children of Amon.

60 All the temple servants and the chil-
dren of Solomon’s servantswere three hun-
dred and ninety-two.

61Thesewere thosewhowentup fromTel
Melah, Tel Harsha, Cherub, Addon, and Im-
mer; but they could not show their fathers’
houses, nor their offspring,† whether they
were of Israel:

† 7:61: or, seed
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62 The children of Delaiah, the children
of Tobiah, the children of Nekoda: six
hundred and forty-two.

63Of the priests: the children of Hobaiah,
the children of Hakkoz, the children of
Barzillai, who took awife of the daugh-
ters of Barzillai the Gileadite, and was
called after their name.

64 These searched for their genealogical
records, but couldn’t find them. There-
fore they were deemed disqualified and re-
moved from the priesthood.

65The governor told themnot to eat of the
most holy things until a priest stood up to
minister with Urim and Thummim.

66 The whole assembly together was
forty-two thousand and three hundred and
sixty,

67 in addition to their male servants and
their female servants, of whom there were
seven thousand and three hundred and
thirty-seven. They had two hundred and
forty-five singingmen and singing women.

68 Their horses were seven hundred and
thirty-six; their mules, two hundred and
forty-five;

69 their camels, four hundred and thirty-
five; their donkeys, six thousand and seven
hundred and twenty.

70 Some from amongst the heads of fa-
thers’ households gave to the work. The
governor gave to the treasuryone thousand
darics of gold,‡ fifty basins, and five hun-
dred and thirty priests’ garments.

71 Some of the heads of fathers’ house-
holds gave into the treasury of the work
twenty thousand darics of gold, and two
thousand and two hundred minas§ of sil-
ver.

72 That which the rest of the people gave
was twenty thousand darics of gold, plus
two thousand minas of silver, and sixty-
seven priests’ garments.

73So thepriests, theLevites, the gatekeep-
ers, the singers, some of the people, the
temple servants, and all Israel lived in their
cities.
When the seventh month had come, the

children of Israel were in their cities.

8
1 All the people gathered themselves to-

gether as one man into the wide place that
was in front of the water gate; and they
spoke to Ezra the scribe to bring the book
of the law of Moses, which the LORD had
commanded to Israel.

2 Ezra the priest brought the law before
the assembly, bothmenandwomen, and all

who could hearwith understanding, on the
first day of the seventhmonth.

3 He read from it before the wide place
that was in front of the water gate from
early morning until midday, in the pres-
ence of the men and the women, and of
thosewho could understand. The ears of all
the people were attentive to the book of the
law.

4Ezra the scribe stoodonapulpit ofwood,
which they had made for the purpose; and
beside him stood Mattithiah, Shema, Ana-
iah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah, on his
right hand; and on his left hand, Peda-
iah,Mishael,Malchijah, Hashum,Hashbad-
danah, Zechariah, andMeshullam.

5 Ezra opened the book in the sight of all
the people (for hewas above all the people),
and when he opened it, all the people stood
up.

6 Then Ezra blessed the LORD, the great
God.
All the people answered, “Amen, Amen,”

with the lifting up of their hands. They
bowed their heads, and worshipped the
LORDwith their faces to the ground.

7 Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin,
Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Ke-
lita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, and
the Levites, caused the people to under-
stand the law; and thepeople stayed in their
place.

8They read in the book, in the law of God,
distinctly; and they gave the sense, so that
they understood the reading.

9Nehemiah, who was the governor, Ezra
the priest and scribe, and the Levites who
taught the people said to all the people,
“Today is holy to the LORD your God. Don’t
mourn, nor weep.” For all the people wept
when they heard the words of the law.

10Thenhe said to them, “Goyourway. Eat
the fat, drink the sweet, and send portions
to him for whom nothing is prepared, for
today is holy to our Lord. Don’t be grieved,
for the joy of the LORD is your strength.”

11 So the Levites calmed all the people,
saying, “Holdyourpeace, for theday is holy.
Don’t be grieved.”

12All the people went their way to eat, to
drink, to sendportions, and to celebrate, be-
cause they had understood the words that
were declared to them.

13On the second day, the heads of fathers’
households of all the people, the priests,
and the Levites were gathered together to
Ezra the scribe, to study the words of the
law.

‡ 7:70: a daric was a gold coin issued by a Persian king, weighing about 8.4 grams or about 0.27 troy ounces each.
§ 7:71: Amina is about 600 grams or 1.3 U. S. pounds, so 2,200minas is about 1.3 metric tonnes.
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14 They found written in the law how the
LORD had commanded by Moses that the
children of Israel should dwell in booths in
the feast of the seventhmonth;

15 and that they should publish and pro-
claim in all their cities and in Jerusalem,
saying, “Go out to the mountain, and get
olive branches, branches ofwild olive,myr-
tle branches, palm branches, and branches
of thick trees, to make temporary shelters,†
as it is written.”

16 So the people went out and brought
them, and made themselves temporary
shelters,‡ everyone on the roof of his house,
in their courts, in the courts of God’s house,
in the wide place of the water gate, and in
the wide place of Ephraim’s gate.

17All the assemblyof thosewhohadcome
back out of the captivity made temporary
shelters§ and lived in the temporary shel-
ters, for since the days of Joshua the son of
Nun to that day the children of Israel had
not done so. Therewas very great gladness.

18 Also day by day, from the first day to
the last day, he read in the book of the law
of God. They kept the feast seven days; and
on the eighth day was a solemn assembly,
according to the ordinance.

9
1 Now in the twenty-fourth day of this

month the children of Israel were assem-
bled with fasting, with sackcloth, and dirt
on them.

2 The offspring of Israel separated them-
selves from all foreigners and stood and
confessed their sins and the iniquities of
their fathers.

3They stood up in their place, and read in
the book of the law of the LORD their God
a fourth part of the day; and a fourth part
they confessed and worshipped the LORD
their God.

4Then Jeshua, Bani, Kadmiel, Shebaniah,
Bunni, Sherebiah, Bani, and Chenani of the
Levites stood up on the stairs, and cried
with a loud voice to the LORD their God.

5 Then the Levites, Jeshua, and Kadmiel,
Bani, Hashabneiah, Sherebiah, Hodiah,
Shebaniah, and Pethahiah, said, “Stand
up and bless the LORD your God from
everlasting to everlasting! Blessed be your
glorious name, which is exalted above all
blessing and praise!

6 You are the LORD, even you alone. You
have made heaven, the heaven of heavens,
with all their army, the earth and all things
that are on it, the seas andall that is in them,
and you preserve them all. The army of
heaven worships you.

7 You are the LORD, the God who chose
Abram, brought him out of Ur of the
Chaldees, gave him the name of Abraham,

8 found his heart faithful before you, and
made a covenant with him to give the land
of the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Amor-
ite, the Perizzite, the Jebusite, and the Gir-
gashite, to give it to his offspring, and have
performed your words, for you are righ-
teous.

9 “You saw the affliction of our fathers in
Egypt, and heard their cry by the Red Sea,

10and showed signs andwonders against
Pharaoh, against all his servants, and
against all the people of his land, for you
knew that they dealt proudly against them,
andmade a name for yourself, as it is today.

11Youdivided the seabefore them, so that
they went through the middle of the sea on
the dry land; and you cast their pursuers
into the depths, as a stone into the mighty
waters.

12 Moreover, in a pillar of cloud you led
them by day; and in a pillar of fire by night,
to give them light in the way in which they
should go.

13 “You also came down on Mount Sinai,
and spoke with them from heaven, and
gave them right ordinances and true laws,
good statutes and commandments,

14 and made known to them your holy
Sabbath, and commanded them command-
ments, statutes, and a law, by Moses your
servant,

15 and gave them bread from the sky
for their hunger, and brought water out
of the rock for them for their thirst, and
commanded them that they should go in to
possess the land which you had sworn to
give them.

16 “But they and our fathers behaved
proudly, hardened their neck, didn’t listen
to your commandments,

17 and refused to obey. They weren’t
mindful of your wonders that you did
amongst them, but hardened their neck,
and in their rebellion appointed a captain
to return to their bondage. But you are a
God ready to pardon, gracious and merci-
ful, slow to anger, and abundant in loving
kindness, and didn’t forsake them.

18 Yes, when they had made themselves
a moulded calf, and said, ‘This is your God
who brought you up out of Egypt,’ and had
committed awful blasphemies,

19yet you in yourmanifoldmercies didn’t
forsake them in the wilderness. The pillar
of cloud didn’t depart from over them by
day, to lead them in theway; neither did the

† 8:15: or, booths ‡ 8:16: or, booths § 8:17: or, booths
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pillar of fire by night, to show them light,
and the way in which they should go.

20 You gave also your good Spirit to
instruct them, and didn’t withhold your
manna from their mouth, and gave them
water for their thirst.

21 “Yes, forty years you sustained them in
the wilderness. They lacked nothing. Their
clothes didn’t growold, and their feet didn’t
swell.

22 Moreover you gave them kingdoms
and peoples, which you allotted according
to their portions. So they possessed the
land of Sihon, even the land of the king of
Heshbon, and the landofOgkingofBashan.

23 You also multiplied their children as
the stars of the sky, and brought them into
the land concerningwhich you said to their
fathers that they should go in to possess it.

24 “So the children went in and possessed
the land; and you subdued before them the
inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites, and
gave them into their hands,with their kings
and the peoples of the land, that theymight
do with them as they pleased.

25 They took fortified cities and a rich
land, and possessed houses full of all good
things, cisterns dug out, vineyards, olive
groves, and fruit trees in abundance. So
they ate, were filled, became fat, and de-
lighted themselves in your great goodness.

26 “Nevertheless they were disobedient
and rebelled against you, cast your law be-
hind their back, killed your prophets that
testified against them to turn them again
to you, and they committed awful blas-
phemies.

27 Therefore you delivered them into the
hand of their adversaries, who distressed
them. In the time of their trouble, when
they cried to you, you heard from heaven;
and according to your manifold mercies
you gave them saviours who saved them
out of the hands of their adversaries.

28 But after they had rest, they did evil
again before you; therefore you left them
in the hands of their enemies, so that they
had the dominion over them; yet when
they returned and cried to you, you heard
from heaven; and many times you deliv-
ered them according to yourmercies,

29 and testified against them, that you
might bring them again to your law. Yet
they were arrogant, and didn’t listen to
your commandments, but sinned against
your ordinances (which if a man does, he
shall live in them), turned their backs, stiff-
ened their neck, and would not hear.

30 Yet many years you put up with them,
and testified against them by your Spirit
through your prophets. Yet they would not

listen. Therefore you gave them into the
hand of the peoples of the lands.

31 “Nevertheless in your manifold mer-
cies you didn’t make a full end of them, nor
forsake them; for you are a gracious and
merciful God.

32Now therefore, our God, the great, the
mighty, and the awesome God, who keeps
covenant and loving kindness, don’t let all
the travail seem little before you that has
comeonus, on our kings, on our princes, on
our priests, on our prophets, on our fathers,
and on all your people, since the time of the
kings of Assyria to this day.

33 However you are just in all that has
come on us; for you have dealt truly, but we
have done wickedly.

34Also our kings, our princes, our priests,
and our fathers have not kept your law,
nor listened to your commandments and
your testimonies with which you testified
against them.

35 For they have not served you in their
kingdom, and in your great goodness that
you gave them, and in the large and rich
land which you gave before them. They
didn’t turn from their wicked works.

36 “Behold, we are servants today, and as
for the land that you gave to our fathers
to eat its fruit and its good, behold, we are
servants in it.

37 It yields much increase to the kings
whom you have set over us because of our
sins. Also they have power over our bodies
and over our livestock, at their pleasure,
and we are in great distress.

38 Yet for all this, we make a sure
covenant, andwrite it; and our princes, our
Levites, and our priests, seal it.”

10
1Now those who sealed were: Nehemiah

the governor, the son of Hacaliah, and
Zedekiah,

2 Seraiah, Azariah, Jeremiah,
3Pashhur, Amariah, Malchijah,
4Hattush, Shebaniah, Malluch,
5Harim, Meremoth, Obadiah,
6Daniel, Ginnethon, Baruch,
7Meshullam, Abijah, Mijamin,
8 Maaziah, Bilgai, and Shemaiah. These

were the priests.
9 The Levites: Jeshua the son of Azaniah,

Binnui of the sons of Henadad, Kadmiel;
10and their brothers, Shebaniah, Hodiah,

Kelita, Pelaiah, Hanan,
11Mica, Rehob, Hashabiah,
12Zaccur, Sherebiah, Shebaniah,
13Hodiah, Bani, and Beninu.
14 The chiefs of the people: Parosh, Pa-

hathmoab, Elam, Zattu, Bani,
15Bunni, Azgad, Bebai,
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16Adonijah, Bigvai, Adin,
17Ater, Hezekiah, Azzur,
18Hodiah, Hashum, Bezai,
19Hariph, Anathoth, Nobai,
20Magpiash, Meshullam, Hezir,
21Meshezabel, Zadok, Jaddua,
22Pelatiah, Hanan, Anaiah,
23Hoshea, Hananiah, Hasshub,
24Hallohesh, Pilha, Shobek,
25Rehum, Hashabnah, Maaseiah,
26Ahiah, Hanan, Anan,
27Malluch, Harim, and Baanah.
28 The rest of the people, the priests, the

Levites, the gatekeepers, the singers, the
temple servants, and all thosewho had sep-
arated themselves from the peoples of the
lands to the law of God, their wives, their
sons, and their daughters—everyone who
had knowledge and understanding—

29 joined with their brothers, their no-
bles, and entered into a curse and into an
oath, to walk in God’s law, which was given
by Moses the servant of God, and to ob-
serve and do all the commandments of the
LORD our Lord, and his ordinances and his
statutes;

30 and that we would not give our daugh-
ters to thepeoples of the land, nor take their
daughters for our sons;

31 and if the peoples of the land bring
wares or any grain on the Sabbath day to
sell, that we would not buy from them on
the Sabbath, or on a holy day; and that we
would forego the seventh year crops and
the exaction of every debt.

32Alsowemadeordinances forourselves,
to charge ourselves yearly with the third
part of a shekel† for the service of the house
of our God:

33 for the show bread, for the continual
meal offering, for the continual burnt offer-
ing, for the Sabbaths, for the new moons,
for the set feasts, for the holy things, for the
sin offerings to make atonement for Israel,
and for all thework of the house of ourGod.

34 We, the priests, the Levites, and the
people, cast lots for the wood offering, to
bring it into thehouseof ourGod, according
to our fathers’ houses, at times appointed
year by year, to burn on the LORDourGod’s
altar, as it is written in the law;

35 and to bring the first fruits of our
ground and the first fruits of all fruit of all
kinds of trees, year by year, to the LORD’s
house;

36also the firstborn of our sons and of our
livestock, as it is written in the law, and the
firstborn of our herds and of our flocks, to
bring to the house of our God, to the priests
whominister in the house of our God;

37and thatwe should bring the first fruits
of our dough, our wave offerings, the fruit
of all kinds of trees, and the new wine and
the oil, to the priests, to the rooms of the
house of our God; and the tithes of our
ground to the Levites; for they, the Levites,
take the tithes in all our farming villages.

38 The priest, the descendent of Aaron,
shall be with the Levites when the Levites
take tithes. The Levites shall bring up the
tithe of the tithes to the house of our God, to
the rooms, into the treasure house.

39 For the children of Israel and the chil-
dren of Levi shall bring thewave offering of
the grain, of the newwine, and of the oil, to
the rooms where the vessels of the sanctu-
ary are, and the priests who minister, with
thegatekeepersand the singers. Wewill not
forsake the house of our God.

11
1 The princes of the people lived in

Jerusalem. The rest of the people also
cast lots to bring one of ten to dwell in
Jerusalem, the holy city, and nine parts in
the other cities.

2 The people blessed all the men who
willingly offered themselves to dwell in
Jerusalem.

3Now these are the chiefs of the province
who lived in Jerusalem; but in the cities of
Judah, everyone lived in his possession in
their cities—Israel, the priests, the Levites,
the temple servants, and the children of
Solomon’s servants.

4Some of the children of Judah and of the
children of Benjamin lived in Jerusalem.
Of the children of Judah: Athaiah the son
of Uzziah, the son of Zechariah, the son of
Amariah, the son of Shephatiah, the son of
Mahalalel, of the children of Perez;

5 and Maaseiah the son of Baruch, the
son of Colhozeh, the son of Hazaiah, the
son of Adaiah, the son of Joiarib, the son of
Zechariah, the son of the Shilonite.

6 All the sons of Perez who lived in
Jerusalem were four hundred and sixty-
eight valiant men.

7 These are the sons of Benjamin: Sallu
the son of Meshullam, the son of Joed, the
son of Pedaiah, the son of Kolaiah, the son
of Maaseiah, the son of Ithiel, the son of
Jeshaiah.

8 After him Gabbai and Sallai, nine hun-
dred and twenty-eight.

9 Joel the son of Zichri was their overseer;
and Judah the sonofHassenuahwas second
over the city.

10 Of the priests: Jedaiah the son of
Joiarib, Jachin,

† 10:32: A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces.
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11 Seraiah the son of Hilkiah, the son of
Meshullam, the son of Zadok, the son of
Meraioth, the son of Ahitub, the ruler of
God’s house,

12 and their brothers who did the work
of the house, eight hundred and twenty-
two; and Adaiah the son of Jeroham, the
son of Pelaliah, the son of Amzi, the son of
Zechariah, the son of Pashhur, the son of
Malchijah,

13 and his brothers, chiefs of fathers’
households, two hundred and forty-two;
and Amashsai the son of Azarel, the son of
Ahzai, the son of Meshillemoth, the son of
Immer,

14 and their brothers, mighty men of val-
our, one hundred and twenty-eight; and
their overseer was Zabdiel, the son of
Haggedolim.

15 Of the Levites: Shemaiah the son of
Hasshub, the son of Azrikam, the son of
Hashabiah, the son of Bunni;

16 and Shabbethai and Jozabad, of the
chiefs of the Levites, who had the oversight
of the outward business of God’s house;

17 and Mattaniah the son of Mica, the son
of Zabdi, the son of Asaph, who was the
chief to begin the thanksgiving in prayer,
and Bakbukiah, the second amongst his
brothers; and Abda the son of Shammua,
the son of Galal, the son of Jeduthun.

18All the Levites in the holy citywere two
hundred and eighty-four.

19Moreover the gatekeepers, Akkub, Tal-
mon, and their brothers, who kept watch at
the gates, were one hundred and seventy-
two.

20The residue of Israel, of the priests, and
the Levites were in all the cities of Judah,
everyone in his inheritance.

21But the temple servants lived in Ophel;
and Ziha and Gishpa were over the temple
servants.

22 The overseer also of the Levites at
Jerusalemwas Uzzi the son of Bani, the son
of Hashabiah, the son ofMattaniah, the son
of Mica, of the sons of Asaph, the singers
responsible for the service of God’s house.

23 For there was a commandment from
the king concerning them, and a settled
provision for the singers, as every day re-
quired.

24Pethahiah the sonofMeshezabel, of the
children of Zerah the son of Judah, was at
the king’s hand in all matters concerning
the people.

25 As for the villages with their fields,
some of the children of Judah lived in
Kiriath Arba and its towns, in Dibon and its
towns, in Jekabzeel and its villages,

26 in Jeshua, in Moladah, Beth Pelet,

27 in Hazar Shual, in Beersheba and its
towns,

28 in Ziklag, in Meconah and in its towns,
29 in En Rimmon, in Zorah, in Jarmuth,
30 Zanoah, Adullam, and their villages,

Lachish and its fields, and Azekah and its
towns. So they encamped from Beersheba
to the valley of Hinnom.

31 The children of Benjamin also lived
from Geba onward, at Michmash and Aija,
and at Bethel and its towns,

32at Anathoth, Nob, Ananiah,
33Hazor, Ramah, Gittaim,
34Hadid, Zeboim, Neballat,
35Lod, and Ono, the valley of craftsmen.
36 Of the Levites, certain divisions in Ju-

dah settled in Benjamin’s territory.

12
1Nowtheseare thepriests and theLevites

who went up with Zerubbabel the son of
Shealtiel, and Jeshua: Seraiah, Jeremiah,
Ezra,

2Amariah, Malluch, Hattush,
3 Shecaniah, Rehum, Meremoth,
4 Iddo, Ginnethoi, Abijah,
5Mijamin, Maadiah, Bilgah,
6 Shemaiah, Joiarib, Jedaiah,
7Sallu, Amok,Hilkiah, and Jedaiah. These

were the chiefs of the priests and of their
brothers in the days of Jeshua.

8Moreover the Levites were Jeshua, Bin-
nui, Kadmiel, Sherebiah, Judah, and Matta-
niah, whowas over the thanksgiving songs,
he and his brothers.

9 Also Bakbukiah and Unno, their broth-
ers, were close to them according to their
offices.

10 Jeshua became the father of Joiakim,
and Joiakim became the father of Eliashib,
and Eliashib became the father of Joiada,

11 and Joiada became the father of
Jonathan, and Jonathan became the father
of Jaddua.

12 In the days of Joiakim were priests,
heads of fathers’ households: of Seraiah,
Meraiah; of Jeremiah, Hananiah;

13 of Ezra, Meshullam; of Amariah, Jeho-
hanan;

14 of Malluchi, Jonathan; of Shebaniah,
Joseph;

15of Harim, Adna; of Meraioth, Helkai;
16 of Iddo, Zechariah; of Ginnethon,

Meshullam;
17 of Abijah, Zichri; of Miniamin, of Moa-

diah, Piltai;
18 of Bilgah, Shammua; of Shemaiah, Je-

honathan;
19of Joiarib, Mattenai; of Jedaiah, Uzzi;
20of Sallai, Kallai; of Amok, Eber;
21 of Hilkiah, Hashabiah; of Jedaiah,

Nethanel.
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22 As for the Levites, in the days of
Eliashib, Joiada, Johanan, and Jaddua, there
were recorded the heads of fathers’ house-
holds; also the priests, in the reign of Darius
the Persian.

23 The sons of Levi, heads of fathers’
households, werewritten in the book of the
chronicles, even until the days of Johanan
the son of Eliashib.

24 The chiefs of the Levites: Hashabiah,
Sherebiah, and Jeshua the son of Kadmiel,
with their brothers close to them, to praise
and give thanks according to the command-
ment of David the man of God, section next
to section.

25 Mattaniah, Bakbukiah, Obadiah,
Meshullam, Talmon, and Akkub were
gatekeepers keeping the watch at the
storehouses of the gates.

26 These were in the days of Joiakim the
son of Jeshua, the son of Jozadak, and in the
days of Nehemiah the governor, and of Ezra
the priest and scribe.

27 At the dedication of the wall of
Jerusalem, they sought the Levites out of
all their places, to bring them to Jerusalem
to keep the dedication with gladness, both
with giving thanks and with singing, with
cymbals, stringed instruments, and with
harps.

28 The sons of the singers gathered them-
selves together, bothout of theplain around
Jerusalem and from the villages of the Ne-
tophathites;

29 also from Beth Gilgal and out of the
fieldsofGebaandAzmaveth, for the singers
had built themselves villages around
Jerusalem.

30 The priests and the Levites purified
themselves; and they purified the people,
the gates, and the wall.

31 Then I brought the princes of Judah
up on the wall, and appointed two great
companies who gave thanks and went in
procession. One went on the right hand on
the wall towards the dung gate;

32 and after them went Hoshaiah, with
half of the princes of Judah,

33and Azariah, Ezra, andMeshullam,
34 Judah, Benjamin, Shemaiah, Jeremiah,
35and someof thepriests’ sonswith trum-

pets: Zechariah the son of Jonathan, the son
of Shemaiah, the son of Mattaniah, the son
of Micaiah, the son of Zaccur, the son of
Asaph;

36 and his brothers, Shemaiah, Azarel,
Milalai, Gilalai, Maai, Nethanel, Judah, and
Hanani, with the musical instruments of
David the man of God; and Ezra the scribe
was before them.

37 By the spring gate, and straight before
them, they went up by the stairs of David’s

city, at the ascent of the wall, above David’s
house, even to the water gate eastward.

38 The other company of those who gave
thankswent tomeet them, and I after them,
with thehalf of thepeopleon thewall above
the tower of the furnaces, even to the wide
wall,

39 and above the gate of Ephraim, and by
the old gate, and by the fish gate, the tower
of Hananel, and the tower of Hammeah,
even to the sheep gate; and they stood still
in the gate of the guard.

40 So the two companies of those who
gave thanks in God’s house stood, and I and
the half of the rulers withme;

41 and the priests, Eliakim, Maaseiah,
Miniamin, Micaiah, Elioenai, Zechariah,
and Hananiah, with trumpets;

42 and Maaseiah, Shemaiah, Eleazar,
Uzzi, Jehohanan, Malchijah, Elam, and
Ezer. The singers sang loud, with Jezrahiah
their overseer.

43 They offered great sacrifices that day,
and rejoiced, for God had made them re-
joice with great joy; and the women and
the children also rejoiced, so that the joy of
Jerusalemwas heard even far away.

44On that day, men were appointed over
the rooms for the treasures, for the wave
offerings, for the first fruits, and for the
tithes, to gather into them according to the
fields of the cities the portions appointed by
the lawfor thepriestsandLevites; for Judah
rejoiced for the priests and for the Levites
who served.

45 They performed the duty of their God
and the duty of the purification, and so did
the singers and the gatekeepers, accord-
ing to the commandment of David and of
Solomon his son.

46 For in the days of David and Asaph of
old there was a chief of the singers, and
songs of praise and thanksgiving to God.

47All Israel in the days of Zerubbabel and
in the days of Nehemiah gave the portions
of the singers and the gatekeepers, as every
day required; and they set apart that which
was for the Levites; and the Levites set
apart that which was for the sons of Aaron.

13
1 On that day they read in the book of

Moses in the hearing of the people; and it
was found written in it that an Ammonite
and a Moabite should not enter into the
assembly of God forever,

2 because they didn’t meet the children
of Israel with bread and with water, but
hired Balaam against them to curse them;
however, our God turned the curse into a
blessing.
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3 It came to pass, when they had heard
the law, that they separated all the mixed
multitude from Israel.

4Nowbefore this, Eliashib thepriest, who
was appointed over the rooms of the house
of our God, being allied to Tobiah,

5 had prepared for him a great room,
where before they laid the meal offerings,
the frankincense, the vessels, and the tithes
of the grain, the new wine, and the oil,
which were given by commandment to the
Levites, the singers, and the gatekeepers;
and the wave offerings for the priests.

6 But in all this, I was not at Jerusalem;
for in the thirty-second year of Artaxerxes
king of Babylon Iwent to the king; and after
some days I asked leave of the king,

7 and I came to Jerusalem, and under-
stood the evil that Eliashib had done for
Tobiah, in preparing him a room in the
courts of God’s house.

8 It grieved me severely. Therefore I
threwall Tobiah’s household stuffout of the
room.

9 Then I commanded, and they cleansed
the rooms. I brought into them the vessels
of God’s house, with the meal offerings and
the frankincense again.

10 I perceived that the portions of the
Levites hadnot been given them, so that the
Levites and the singers, who did the work,
had each fled to his field.

11 Then I contended with the rulers, and
said, “Why is God’s house forsaken?” I gath-
ered them together, and set them in their
place.

12 Then all Judah brought the tithe of the
grain, the new wine, and the oil to the trea-
suries.

13 I made treasurers over the treasuries,
Shelemiah the priest, and Zadok the scribe,
and of the Levites, Pedaiah: and next to
them was Hanan the son of Zaccur, the son
of Mattaniah; for they were counted faith-
ful, and their business was to distribute to
their brothers.

14 Remember me, my God, concerning
this, and don’t wipe out my good deeds that
I havedone for thehouseofmyGod, and for
its observances.

15 In those days I saw some men tread-
ing wine presses on the Sabbath in Judah,
bringing in sheaves, and loading donkeys
with wine, grapes, figs, and all kinds of
burdenswhich theybrought into Jerusalem
on the Sabbath day; and I testified against
them in the day in which they sold food.

16Somemen of Tyre also lived there, who
brought in fish and all kinds of wares, and
soldon theSabbath to the childrenof Judah,
and in Jerusalem.

17 Then I contended with the nobles of
Judah, and said to them, “What evil thing is
this that you do, and profane the Sabbath
day?

18 Didn’t your fathers do this, and didn’t
our God bring all this evil on us and on this
city? Yet you bring more wrath on Israel by
profaning the Sabbath.”

19 It came to pass that when the gates of
Jerusalem began to be dark before the Sab-
bath, I commanded that the doors should
be shut, and commanded that they should
not be opened until after the Sabbath. I
set some of my servants over the gates, so
that no burden should be brought in on the
Sabbath day.

20 So the merchants and sellers of
all kinds of wares camped outside of
Jerusalem once or twice.

21 Then I testified against them, and said
to them, “Whydo you stay around thewall?
If you do so again, I will lay hands on you.”
From that time on, they didn’t come on the
Sabbath.

22 I commanded the Levites that they
should purify themselves, and that they
should come and keep the gates, to sanctify
the Sabbath day. Remember me for this
also,myGod, and sparemeaccording to the
greatness of your loving kindness.

23 In those days I also saw the Jews who
hadmarriedwomen of Ashdod, of Ammon,
and of Moab;

24 and their children spoke half in the
speech of Ashdod, and could not speak in
the Jews’ language, but according to the
language of each people.

25 I contended with them, cursed them,
struck certain of them, plucked off their
hair, and made them swear by God, “You
shall not give your daughters to their sons,
nor take their daughters for your sons, or
for yourselves.

26 Didn’t Solomon king of Israel sin by
these things? Yet amongst many nations
there was no king like him, and he was
loved by his God, and God made him king
overall Israel. Nevertheless foreignwomen
caused even him to sin.

27 Shall we then listen to you to do all this
great evil, to trespass against our God in
marrying foreign women?”

28 One of the sons of Joiada, the son of
Eliashib the high priest, was son-in-law to
Sanballat the Horonite; therefore I chased
him fromme.

29 Remember them, my God, because
they have defiled the priesthood and the
covenant of the priesthood and of the
Levites.
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30 Thus I cleansed them from all foreign-
ers and appointed duties for the priests and
for the Levites, everyone in his work;

31and for thewood offering, at appointed
times, and for the first fruits. Remember
me, my God, for good.
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The Book of
Esther

1 Now in the days of Ahasuerus (this is
Ahasuerus who reigned from India even
to Ethiopia, over one hundred and twenty-
seven provinces),

2 in those days, when the King Ahasuerus
sat on the throneof his kingdom,whichwas
in Susa the palace,

3 in the third year of his reign, he made a
feast for all his princes andhis servants; the
army of Persia and Media, the nobles and
princes of the provinces being before him.

4 He displayed the riches of his glorious
kingdom and the honour of his excellent
majesty many days, even one hundred and
eighty days.

5When these dayswere fulfilled, the king
made a seven day feast for all the people
who were present in Susa the palace, both
great and small, in the court of the garden
of the king’s palace.

6 There were hangings of white and blue
material, fastened with cords of fine linen
and purple to silver rings and marble pil-
lars. The coucheswereof gold and silver, on
a pavement of red, white, yellow, and black
marble.

7They gave themdrinks in golden vessels
of various kinds, including royal wine in
abundance, according to the bounty of the
king.

8 In accordancewith the law, the drinking
was not compulsory; for so the king had
instructed all the officials of his house, that
they should do according to every man’s
pleasure.

9 Also Vashti the queen made a feast for
the women in the royal house which be-
longed to King Ahasuerus.

10 On the seventh day, when the heart
of the king was merry with wine, he
commanded Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona,
Bigtha, and Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcass,
the seven eunuchs who served in the pres-
ence of Ahasuerus the king,

11 to bring Vashti the queen before the
king wearing the royal crown, to show the
people and the princes her beauty; for she
was beautiful.

12 But the queen Vashti refused to come
at theking’s commandmentby theeunuchs.
Therefore the king was very angry, and his
anger burnt in him.

13 Then the king said to the wise men,
who knew the times (for it was the king’s
custom to consult those who knew law and
judgement;

14 and next to him were Carshena,
Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres,
Marsena, and Memucan, the seven princes
of Persia and Media, who saw the king’s
face, and sat first in the kingdom),

15 “What shall we do to Queen Vashti ac-
cording to law, because she has not done
the bidding of the King Ahasuerus by the
eunuchs?”

16 Memucan answered before the king
and the princes, “Vashti the queen has not
done wrong to just the king, but also to all
the princes, and to all the peoplewho are in
all the provinces of the King Ahasuerus.

17 For this deed of the queen will be-
come known to all women, causing them
to show contempt for their husbands when
it is reported, ‘King Ahasuerus commanded
Vashti the queen to be brought in before
him, but she didn’t come.’

18Today, the princesses of Persia andMe-
diawhohaveheard of the queen’s deedwill
tell all the king’s princes. This will cause
much contempt and wrath.

19 “If it pleases the king, let a royal com-
mandment go from him, and let it be writ-
ten amongst the laws of the Persians and
the Medes, so that it cannot be altered, that
Vashti may never again come before King
Ahasuerus; and let the king give her royal
estate to another who is better than she.

20When the king’s decree which he shall
make is published throughout all his king-
dom (for it is great), all the wives will
give their husbands honour, both great and
small.”

21 This advice pleased the king and the
princes, and the king did according to the
word of Memucan:

22 for he sent letters into all the king’s
provinces, into every province according
to its writing, and to every people in their
language, that every man should rule his
own house, speaking in the language of his
own people.

2
1 After these things, when the wrath of

King Ahasuerus was pacified, he remem-
bered Vashti, and what she had done, and
what was decreed against her.

2 Then the king’s servants who served
him said, “Let beautiful young virgins be
sought for the king.

3 Let the king appoint officers in all the
provinces of his kingdom, that they may
gather together all the beautiful young vir-
gins to the citadel of Susa, to the women’s
house, to the custody of Hegai the king’s eu-
nuch, keeper of the women. Let cosmetics
be given them;
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4and let themaidenwho pleases the king
be queen instead of Vashti.” The thing
pleased the king, and he did so.

5 There was a certain Jew in the citadel
of Susa whose name was Mordecai, the son
of Jair, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, a
Benjamite,

6 who had been carried away from
Jerusalem with the captives who had been
carried away with Jeconiah king of Judah,
whomNebuchadnezzar thekingofBabylon
had carried away.

7He brought up Hadassah, that is, Esther,
his uncle’s daughter; for she had neither
father nor mother. The maiden was fair
and beautiful; and when her father and
mother were dead, Mordecai took her for
his own daughter.

8 So, when the king’s commandment and
his decree was heard, and when many
maidens were gathered together to the
citadel of Susa, to the custody of Hegai,
Esther was taken into the king’s house, to
the custody of Hegai, keeper of the women.

9 The maiden pleased him, and she ob-
tained kindness from him. He quickly gave
her cosmetics and her portions of food, and
the seven choice maidens who were to be
given her out of the king’s house. Hemoved
her and hermaidens to the best place in the
women’s house.

10Esther hadnotmade knownher people
nor her relatives, because Mordecai had
instructed her that she should not make it
known.

11 Mordecai walked every day in front
of the court of the women’s house, to find
out how Esther was doing, and what would
become of her.

12Eachyoungwoman’s turn came to go in
to KingAhasuerus after her purification for
twelvemonths (for sowere the days of their
purification accomplished, sixmonthswith
oil of myrrh, and six months with sweet
fragrances andwith preparations for beau-
tifying women).

13 The young woman then came to the
king like this: whatever she desired was
given her to go with her out of the women’s
house to the king’s house.

14 In the evening she went, and on
the next day she returned into the
second women’s house, to the custody of
Shaashgaz, the king’s eunuch, who kept
the concubines. She came in to the king
no more, unless the king delighted in her,
and she was called by name.

15 Now when the turn of Esther, the
daughter of Abihail the uncle of Mordecai,
whohad takenher for his daughter, came to
go in to the king, she required nothing but
what Hegai the king’s eunuch, the keeper

of the women, advised. Esther obtained
favour in the sight of all those who looked
at her.

16 So Esther was taken to King Ahasuerus
into his royal house in the tenth month,
which is the month Tebeth, in the seventh
year of his reign.

17The king loved Esthermore than all the
women, and she obtained favour and kind-
ness inhis sightmore thanall the virgins; so
that he set the royal crownonher head, and
made her queen instead of Vashti.

18Then the kingmade a great feast for all
his princes and his servants, even Esther’s
feast; and he proclaimed a holiday in the
provinces, and gave gifts according to the
king’s bounty.

19 When the virgins were gathered to-
gether the second time, Mordecai was sit-
ting in the king’s gate.

20 Esther had not yet made known her
relatives nor her people, as Mordecai had
commanded her; for Esther obeyedMorde-
cai, like she did when she was brought up
by him.

21 In those days, while Mordecai was sit-
ting in the king’s gate, two of the king’s
eunuchs, Bigthan and Teresh, who were
doorkeepers, were angry, and sought to lay
hands on the King Ahasuerus.

22This thing became known toMordecai,
who informedEsther thequeen; andEsther
informed the king inMordecai’s name.

23Whenthismatterwas investigated, and
itwas found tobe so, theywerebothhanged
on a gallows; and it was written in the book
of the chronicles in the king’s presence.

3
1 After these things King Ahasuerus pro-

moted Haman the son of Hammedatha the
Agagite, and advanced him, and set his seat
above all the princes whowere with him.

2 All the king’s servants who were in the
king’s gate bowed down and paid homage
to Haman, for the king had so commanded
concerning him. But Mordecai didn’t bow
down or pay him homage.

3Then theking’s servantswhowere in the
king’s gate said to Mordecai, “Why do you
disobey the king’s commandment?”

4 Now it came to pass, when they spoke
daily to him, and he didn’t listen to them,
that they told Haman, to see whether
Mordecai’s reason would stand; for he had
told them that he was a Jew.

5When Haman saw that Mordecai didn’t
bow down nor pay him homage, Haman
was full of wrath.

6 But he scorned the thought of laying
hands on Mordecai alone, for they had
made known to him Mordecai’s people.
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Therefore Haman sought to destroy all the
Jews who were throughout the whole king-
domof Ahasuerus, evenMordecai’s people.

7 In the first month, which is the month
Nisan, in the twelfth year of King Aha-
suerus, they cast Pur, that is, the lot, before
Haman from day to day, and frommonth to
month, and chose the twelfthmonth, which
is themonth Adar.

8Haman said to King Ahasuerus, “There
is a certain people scattered abroad and
dispersed amongst the peoples in all the
provinces of your kingdom, and their laws
are different from other people’s. They
don’t keep the king’s laws. Therefore it is
not for the king’s profit to allow them to
remain.

9 If it pleases the king, let it be written
that they be destroyed; and I will pay ten
thousand talents† of silver into the hands of
those who are in charge of the king’s busi-
ness, to bring it into the king’s treasuries.”

10 The king took his ring from his hand,
and gave it to Haman the son of Hamme-
datha the Agagite, the Jews’ enemy.

11 The king said to Haman, “The silver is
given to you, the people also, to do with
them as it seems good to you.”

12 Then the king’s scribes were called in
on the first month, on the thirteenth day of
themonth; andall thatHamancommanded
was written to the king’s local governors,
and to the governors who were over every
province, and to the princes of every peo-
ple, to every province according to its writ-
ing, and toeverypeople in their language. It
waswritten in the nameofKingAhasuerus,
and it was sealed with the king’s ring.

13 Letters were sent by couriers into all
the king’s provinces, to destroy, to kill, and
to cause to perish, all Jews, both young and
old, little children and women, in one day,
even on the thirteenth day of the twelfth
month, which is the month Adar, and to
plunder their possessions.

14 A copy of the letter, that the decree
should be given out in every province,
was published to all the peoples, that they
should be ready against that day.

15 The couriers went out in haste by the
king’s commandment, and the decree was
given out in the citadel of Susa. The king
and Haman sat down to drink; but the city
of Susa was perplexed.

4
1Now when Mordecai found out all that

wasdone,Mordecai torehis clothes andput
on sackcloth with ashes, and went out into

the middle of the city, and wailed loudly
and bitterly.

2 He came even before the king’s gate,
for no one is allowed inside the king’s gate
clothed with sackcloth.

3 In every province, wherever the king’s
commandment and his decree came, there
was great mourning amongst the Jews, and
fasting, and weeping, and wailing; and
many lay in sackcloth and ashes.

4Esther’smaidens andher eunuchs came
and toldher this, and thequeenwasexceed-
ingly grieved. She sent clothing to Morde-
cai, to replace his sackcloth, but he didn’t
receive it.

5 Then Esther called for Hathach, one of
theking’s eunuchs,whomhehadappointed
to attend her, and commanded him to go
to Mordecai, to find out what this was, and
why it was.

6 So Hathach went out to Mordecai, to
the city square which was before the king’s
gate.

7 Mordecai told him of all that had hap-
pened to him, and the exact sum of the
money that Haman had promised to pay to
the king’s treasuries for the destruction of
the Jews.

8He also gave him the copy of the writing
of the decree that was given out in Susa to
destroy them, to show it to Esther, and to
declare it to her, and to urge her to go in to
the king tomake supplication to him, and to
make request before him for her people.

9Hathach cameand toldEsther thewords
of Mordecai.

10 Then Esther spoke to Hathach, and
gave him amessage to Mordecai:

11 “All the king’s servants and the people
of the king’s provinces know that whoever,
whether man or woman, comes to the king
into the inner court without being called,
there is one law for him, that he be put to
death, except those towhom the kingmight
hold out the golden sceptre, that he may
live. I have not been called to come in to the
king these thirty days.”

12They told Esther’s words to Mordecai.
13 Then Mordecai asked them to return

this answer to Esther: “Don’t think to your-
self that you will escape in the king’s house
anymore than all the Jews.

14 For if you remain silent now, then re-
lief and deliverance will come to the Jews
from another place, but you and your fa-
ther’s house will perish. Who knows if you
haven’t come to thekingdomfor sucha time
as this?”

15 Then Esther asked them to answer
Mordecai,

† 3:9: A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces
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16 “Go, gather together all the Jews who
are present in Susa, and fast for me, and
neither eat nor drink three days, night or
day. I and my maidens will also fast the
same way. Then I will go in to the king,
which is against the law; and if I perish, I
perish.”

17 So Mordecai went his way, and did ac-
cording to all that Esther had commanded
him.

5
1Now on the third day, Esther put on her

royal clothing and stood in the inner court
of the king’s house, next to the king’s house.
The king sat on his royal throne in the royal
house, next to the entrance of the house.

2 When the king saw Esther the queen
standing in the court, she obtained favour
in his sight; and the king held out to Esther
the golden sceptre that was in his hand. So
Esther camenear and touched the topof the
sceptre.

3 Then the king asked her, “What would
you like, queen Esther? What is your re-
quest? It shall be given you even to the half
of the kingdom.”

4Esther said, “If it seems good to the king,
let the king and Haman come today to the
banquet that I have prepared for him.”

5 Then the king said, “Bring Haman
quickly, so that itmay be done as Esther has
said.” So the king and Haman came to the
banquet that Esther had prepared.

6 The king said to Esther at the banquet
of wine, “What is your petition? It shall be
granted you. What is your request? Even
to the half of the kingdom it shall be per-
formed.”

7 Then Esther answered and said, “My
petition andmy request is this.

8 If I have found favour in the sight of
the king, and if it pleases the king to grant
my petition and to perform my request, let
the king and Haman come to the banquet
that I will prepare for them, and I will do
tomorrow as the king has said.”

9 Then Haman went out that day joyful
and glad of heart, but when Haman saw
Mordecai in the king’s gate, that he didn’t
stand up nor move for him, he was filled
with wrath against Mordecai.

10 Nevertheless Haman restrained him-
self, and went home. There, he sent and
called for his friends and Zeresh his wife.

11Haman recounted to them the glory of
his riches, the multitude of his children, all
the things in which the king had promoted

him, and how he had advanced him above
the princes and servants of the king.

12Hamanalso said, “Yes, Esther thequeen
let noman come inwith the king to the ban-
quet that she had prepared but myself; and
tomorrow I am also invited by her together
with the king.

13Yet all this availsme nothing, so long as
I see Mordecai the Jew sitting at the king’s
gate.”

14Then Zeresh hiswife and all his friends
said to him, “Let a gallows bemade fifty cu-
bits† high, and in the morning speak to the
king about hanging Mordecai on it. Then
go inmerrily with the king to the banquet.”
This pleased Haman, so he had the gallows
made.

6
1 On that night, the king couldn’t sleep.

He commanded the book of records of the
chronicles to be brought, and they were
read to the king.

2 It was found written that Mordecai
had told of Bigthana and Teresh, two of
the king’s eunuchs, whowere doorkeepers,
who had tried to lay hands on the King
Ahasuerus.

3Theking said, “Whathonouranddignity
has been given to Mordecai for this?”
Then the king’s servants who attended

him said, “Nothing has been done for him.”
4 The king said, “Who is in the court?”

Now Haman had come into the outer court
of the king’s house, to speak to the king
abouthangingMordecai on thegallows that
he had prepared for him.

5 The king’s servants said to him, “Be-
hold,†Haman stands in the court.”
The king said, “Let him come in.”
6SoHaman came in. The king said to him,

“What shall be done to the man whom the
king delights to honour?”
Now Haman said in his heart, “Who

would the king delight to honourmore than
myself?”

7 Haman said to the king, “For the man
whom the king delights to honour,

8 let royal clothing be brought which the
king uses to wear, and the horse that the
king rides on, and on the head of which a
royal crown is set.

9 Let the clothing and the horse be de-
livered to the hand of one of the king’s
most noble princes, that they may array
the man whom the king delights to honour
with them, and have him ride on horseback

† 5:14: A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimetres. † 6:5: “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an
interjection.
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through the city square, and proclaim be-
fore him, ‘Thus it shall be done to the man
whom the king delights to honour!’ ”

10 Then the king said to Haman, “Hurry
and take the clothing and the horse, as you
have said, and do this forMordecai the Jew,
who sits at the king’s gate. Let nothing fail
of all that you have spoken.”

11 Then Haman took the clothing and
the horse, and arrayed Mordecai, and had
him ride through the city square, and pro-
claimed before him, “Thus it shall be done
to the man whom the king delights to hon-
our!”

12Mordecai came back to the king’s gate,
but Haman hurried to his house, mourning
and having his head covered.

13 Haman recounted to Zeresh his wife
and all his friends everything that had hap-
pened to him. Then his wise men and
Zeresh his wife said to him, “If Mordecai,
before whom you have begun to fall, is of
Jewish descent, you will not prevail against
him, but you will surely fall before him.”

14While they were yet talking with him,
the king’s eunuchs came, and hurried to
bringHamanto thebanquet thatEstherhad
prepared.

7
1So the king andHaman came to banquet

with Esther the queen.
2 The king said again to Esther on the

second day at the banquet of wine, “What
is your petition, queen Esther? It shall be
granted you. What is your request? Even
to the half of the kingdom it shall be per-
formed.”

3 Then Esther the queen answered, “If I
have found favour inyour sight, Oking, and
if it pleases the king, let my life be givenme
atmypetition, andmypeopleatmyrequest.

4 For we are sold, I and my people, to
be destroyed, to be slain, and to perish.
But if we had been sold for male and fe-
male slaves, I would have held my peace,
although theadversarycouldnothavecom-
pensated for the king’s loss.”

5 Then King Ahasuerus said to Esther the
queen, “Who is he, and where is he who
dared presume in his heart to do so?”

6 Esther said, “An adversary and an en-
emy, even this wicked Haman!”
Then Haman was afraid before the king

and the queen.
7 The king arose in his wrath from the

banquet of wine and went into the palace
garden. Haman stood up to make request
for his life to Esther the queen, for he saw

that there was evil determined against him
by the king.

8Then the king returned out of the palace
garden into the place of the banquet of
wine; and Haman had fallen on the couch
where Estherwas. Then the king said, “Will
he even assault the queen in front of me in
the house?” As the word went out of the
king’s mouth, they covered Haman’s face.

9ThenHarbonah, oneof theeunuchswho
were with the king, said, “Behold, the gal-
lows fifty cubits† high, which Haman has
made forMordecai, who spoke good for the
king, is standing at Haman’s house.”
The king said, “Hang him on it!”
10 So they hanged Haman on the gallows

that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then
the king’s wrath was pacified.

8
1 On that day, King Ahasuerus gave the

house of Haman, the Jews’ enemy, to Esther
the queen. Mordecai came before the king;
for Esther had told what he was to her.

2The king took off his ring, which he had
taken from Haman, and gave it to Morde-
cai. Esther set Mordecai over the house of
Haman.

3 Esther spoke yet again before the king,
and fell down at his feet and begged him
with tears to put away the mischief of
Haman theAgagite, andhisplan thathehad
planned against the Jews.

4 Then the king held out to Esther the
golden sceptre. So Esther arose, and stood
before the king.

5 She said, “If it pleases the king, and if I
have found favour inhis sight, and the thing
seems right to the king, and I am pleas-
ing in his eyes, let it be written to reverse
the letters devised by Haman, the son of
Hammedatha the Agagite, which he wrote
to destroy the Jews who are in all the king’s
provinces.

6For how can I endure to see the evil that
would come to my people? How can I en-
dure to see thedestructionofmy relatives?”

7 Then King Ahasuerus said to Esther the
queen and toMordecai the Jew, “See, I have
given Esther the house of Haman, and they
havehangedhimon the gallowsbecause he
laid his hand on the Jews.

8Writealso to the Jewsas it pleasesyou, in
the king’s name, and seal it with the king’s
ring; for the writing which is written in the
king’sname, andsealedwith theking’s ring,
may not be reversed by anyman.”

9 Then the king’s scribes were called at
that time, in the third month, which is the
month Sivan, on the twenty-third day of

† 7:9: A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimetres.
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the month; and it was written according to
all that Mordecai commanded to the Jews,
and to the local governors, and the gover-
nors andprinces of theprovinceswhichare
from India to Ethiopia, one hundred and
twenty-seven provinces, to every province
according to itswriting, and to everypeople
in their language, and to the Jews in their
writing, and in their language.

10 He wrote in the name of King Aha-
suerus, and sealed it with the king’s ring,
and sent letters by courier on horseback,
riding on royal horses that were bred from
swift steeds.

11 In those letters, the king granted the
Jewswhowere in every city to gather them-
selves together and to defend their lives—
to destroy, to kill, and to cause to perish all
the power of the people and province that
would assault them, their little ones and
women, and to plunder their possessions,

12 on one day in all the provinces of King
Ahasuerus, on the thirteenth day of the
twelfth month, which is themonth Adar.

13 A copy of the letter, that the decree
should be given out in every province, was
published to all the peoples, that the Jews
should be ready for that day to avenge
themselves on their enemies.

14 So the couriers who rode on royal
horses went out, hastened and pressed on
by the king’s commandment. The decree
was given out in the citadel of Susa.

15 Mordecai went out of the presence of
the king in royal clothing of blue andwhite,
and with a great crown of gold, and with a
robe of fine linen andpurple; and the city of
Susa shouted andwas glad.

16 The Jews had light, gladness, joy, and
honour.

17 In every province and in every city,
wherever the king’s commandment andhis
decree came, the Jews had gladness, joy, a
feast and a holiday. Many from amongst
the peoples of the land became Jews, for the
fear of the Jews had fallen on them.

9
1Now in the twelfth month, which is the

month Adar, on the thirteenth day of the
month,when the king’s commandment and
his decree camenear to be put in execution,
on the day that the enemies of the Jews
hoped to conquer them, (but it turned out
that the opposite happened, that the Jews
conquered those who hated them),

2 the Jews gathered themselves together
in their cities throughout all the provinces
of theKingAhasuerus, to layhandson those
who wanted to harm them. No one could
withstand them, because the fear of them
had fallen on all the people.

3 All the princes of the provinces, the
local governors, the governors, and those
whodid theking’sbusinesshelped the Jews,
because the fear of Mordecai had fallen on
them.

4 For Mordecai was great in the king’s
house, andhis famewentout throughoutall
the provinces, for the man Mordecai grew
greater and greater.

5 The Jews struck all their enemies with
the stroke of the sword, and with slaughter
and destruction, and did what they wanted
to those who hated them.

6 In the citadel of Susa, the Jews killed and
destroyed five hundredmen.

7 They killed Parshandatha, Dalphon, As-
patha,

8Poratha, Adalia, Aridatha,
9Parmashta, Arisai, Aridai, and Vaizatha,
10 the ten sons of Haman the son of

Hammedatha, the Jews’ enemy, but they
didn’t lay their hand on the plunder.

11 On that day, the number of those
who were slain in the citadel of Susa was
brought before the king.

12The king said to Esther the queen, “The
Jewshave slain anddestroyedfivehundred
men in the citadel of Susa, including the ten
sons of Haman; what then have they done
in the rest of the king’s provinces! Now
what is your petition? It shall be granted
you. What is your further request? It shall
be done.”

13Then Esther said, “If it pleases the king,
let it be granted to the Jews who are in Susa
to do tomorrow also according to today’s
decree, and let Haman’s ten sons be hanged
on the gallows.”

14 The king commanded this to be done.
A decree was given out in Susa; and they
hanged Haman’s ten sons.

15 The Jews who were in Susa gathered
themselves together on the fourteenth day
also of the month Adar, and killed three
hundred men in Susa; but they didn’t lay
their hand on the plunder.

16 The other Jews who were in the king’s
provinces gathered themselves together,
defended their lives, had rest from their
enemies, and killed seventy-five thousand
of thosewhohated them; but they didn’t lay
their hand on the plunder.

17 This was done on the thirteenth day of
the month Adar; and on the fourteenth day
of thatmonth they rested andmade it a day
of feasting and gladness.

18 But the Jews who were in Susa assem-
bled together on the thirteenth and on the
fourteenth days of the month; and on the
fifteenthdayof thatmonth, they rested, and
made it a day of feasting and gladness.
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19Therefore the Jews of the villages, who
live in the unwalled towns, make the four-
teenth day of the month Adar a day of glad-
ness and feasting, a holiday, and a day of
sending presents of food to one another.

20Mordecai wrote these things, and sent
letters to all the Jews who were in all the
provinces of the King Ahasuerus, both near
and far,

21 to enjoin them that they should keep
the fourteenth and fifteenth days of the
month Adar yearly,

22 as the days in which the Jews had rest
from their enemies, and the month which
was turned to them from sorrow to glad-
ness, and from mourning into a holiday;
that they shouldmake themdaysof feasting
and gladness, and of sending presents of
food to one another, and gifts to the needy.

23The Jews accepted the custom that they
had begun, as Mordecai had written to
them,

24 because Haman the son of Hamme-
datha, the Agagite, the enemy of all the
Jews, hadplottedagainst the Jews todestroy
them, and had cast “Pur”, that is the lot, to
consume them and to destroy them;

25 but when this became known to the
king, he commanded by letters that his
wicked plan, which he had planned against
the Jews, should return on his own head,
and that he and his sons should be hanged
on the gallows.

26 Therefore they called these days
“Purim”,† from the word “Pur.” Therefore
because of all the words of this letter, and
of thatwhich they had seen concerning this
matter, and that which had come to them,

27 the Jews established and imposed on
themselves, on their descendants, and on
all those who joined themselves to them,
so that it should not fail that they would
keep these two days according to what was
written and according to its appointed time
every year;

28 and that these days should be remem-
bered and kept throughout every gener-
ation, every family, every province, and
every city; and that these days of Purim
should not fail from amongst the Jews, nor
their memory perish from their offspring.‡

29Then Esther the queen, the daughter of
Abihail, and Mordecai the Jew wrote with
all authority to confirm this second letter of
Purim.

30 He sent letters to all the Jews in the
hundredand twenty-sevenprovinces of the
kingdom of Ahasueruswithwords of peace
and truth,

31 to confirm these days of Purim in their
appointed times, as Mordecai the Jew and
Esther the queen had decreed, and as they
had imposed upon themselves and their
descendants in the matter of the fastings
and their mourning.

32 The commandment of Esther con-
firmed these matters of Purim; and it was
written in the book.

10
1 King Ahasuerus laid a tribute on the

land and on the islands of the sea.
2Aren’t all the acts of his power and of his

might, and the full account of the greatness
of Mordecai, to which the king advanced
him,written in the book of the chronicles of
the kings of Media and Persia?

3 For Mordecai the Jew was next to King
Ahasuerus, and great amongst the Jews and
accepted by the multitude of his brothers,
seeking the good of his people and speaking
peace to all his descendants.

† 9:26: Purim is the Hebrew plural for pur, whichmeans lot. ‡ 9:28: or, seed
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The Book of
Job

1 There was a man in the land of Uz,
whose namewas Job. Thatmanwas blame-
less and upright, and one who feared God,†
and turned away from evil.

2There were born to him seven sons and
three daughters.

3 His possessions also were seven thou-
sand sheep, three thousand camels, five
hundred yoke of oxen, five hundred female
donkeys, and a very great household; so
that this man was the greatest of all the
children of the east.

4 His sons went and held a feast in the
house of each one on his birthday; and they
sent and called for their three sisters to eat
and to drink with them.

5 It was so, when the days of their feasting
had run their course, that Job sent and sanc-
tified them, and rose up early in the morn-
ing, and offered burnt offerings according
to the number of them all. For Job said,
“It may be that my sons have sinned, and
renounced God in their hearts.” Job did so
continually.

6Now on the day when God’s sons came
to present themselves before the LORD,‡
Satan also came amongst them.

7 The LORD said to Satan, “Where have
you come from?”
ThenSatananswered theLORD, and said,

“From going back and forth in the earth,
and fromwalking up and down in it.”

8The LORD said to Satan, “Have you con-
sideredmy servant, Job? For there is no one
like him in the earth, a blameless and an
upright man, one who fears God, and turns
away from evil.”

9 Then Satan answered the LORD, and
said, “Does Job fear God for nothing?

10Haven’t youmade a hedge around him,
and around his house, and around all that
he has, on every side? You have blessed
the work of his hands, and his substance is
increased in the land.

11 But stretch out your hand now, and
touch all that he has, and he will renounce
you to your face.”

12 The LORD said to Satan, “Behold,§ all
that he has is in your power. Only on
himself don’t stretch out your hand.”
So Satan went out from the presence of

the LORD.

13 It fell on a day when his sons and his
daughters were eating and drinking wine
in their oldest brother’s house,

14 that amessenger came to Job, and said,
“Theoxenwereploughing, and thedonkeys
feeding beside them,

15 and the Sabeans attacked, and took
them away. Yes, they have killed the ser-
vants with the edge of the sword, and I
alone have escaped to tell you.”

16 While he was still speaking, another
also came and said, “The fire of God has
fallen from the sky, and has burnt up
the sheep and the servants, and consumed
them, and I alone have escaped to tell you.”

17 While he was still speaking, another
also came and said, “The Chaldeans made
three bands, and swept down on the
camels, and have taken them away, yes,
and killed the servants with the edge of the
sword; and Ialonehaveescaped to tell you.”

18While hewas still speaking, there came
also another, and said, “Your sons and your
daughters were eating and drinking wine
in their oldest brother’s house,

19 and behold, there came a great wind
from the wilderness, and struck the four
cornersof thehouse, and it fell on theyoung
men, and they are dead. I alone have es-
caped to tell you.”

20 Then Job arose, and tore his robe, and
shaved his head, and fell down on the
ground, and worshipped.

21 He said, “Naked I came out of my
mother’s womb, and naked will I return
there. The LORD gave, and the LORD has
taken away. Blessed be the LORD’s name.”

22 In all this, Jobdidn’t sin, nor chargeGod
with wrongdoing.

2
1Again, on the daywhenGod’s sons came

to present themselves before the LORD, Sa-
tancamealsoamongst themtopresenthim-
self before the LORD.

2 The LORD said to Satan, “Where have
you come from?”
Satan answered the LORD, and said,

“From going back and forth in the earth,
and fromwalking up and down in it.”

3The LORD said to Satan, “Have you con-
sidered my servant Job? For there is no
one like him in the earth, a blameless and
an upright man, one who fears God, and
turns away from evil. He still maintains his
integrity, although you incited me against
him, to ruin himwithout cause.”

† 1:1: The Hebrew word rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). ‡ 1:6: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS,

“LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). § 1:12:
“Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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4 Satan answered the LORD, and said,
“Skin for skin. Yes, all that amanhas hewill
give for his life.

5 But stretch out your hand now, and
touch his bone and his flesh, and he will
renounce you to your face.”

6The LORD said to Satan, “Behold, he is in
your hand. Only spare his life.”

7 So Satan went out from the presence of
the LORD, and struck Jobwith painful sores
from the sole of his foot to his head.

8He took for himself a potsherd to scrape
himself with, and he sat amongst the ashes.

9 Then his wife said to him, “Do you still
maintain your integrity? Renounce God,
and die.”

10 But he said to her, “You speak as one
of the foolish women would speak. What?
Shall we receive good at the hand of God,
and shall we not receive evil?”
In all this Job didn’t sin with his lips.
11 Now when Job’s three friends heard

of all this evil that had come on him, they
each came from his own place: Eliphaz the
Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar
theNaamathite; and theymade an appoint-
ment together to come to sympathise with
him and to comfort him.

12 When they lifted up their eyes from
a distance, and didn’t recognise him, they
raised their voices, andwept; and they each
tore his robe, and sprinkled dust on their
heads towards the sky.

13 So they sat down with him on the
groundsevendaysandsevennights, andno
one spoke a word to him, for they saw that
his grief was very great.

3
1 After this Job opened his mouth, and

cursed the day of his birth.
2 Job answered:

3 “Let the day perish in which I was born,
the night which said, ‘There is a boy
conceived.’

4Let that day be darkness.
Don’t let God from above seek for it,
neither let the light shine on it.

5 Let darkness and the shadow of death
claim it for their own.

Let a cloud dwell on it.
Let all that makes the day black terrify
it.

6 As for that night, let thick darkness seize
on it.

Let it not rejoice amongst the days of
the year.

Let it not come into the number of the
months.

7Behold, let that night be barren.
Let no joyful voice come therein.

8Let them curse it who curse the day,

who are ready to rouse up leviathan.
9Let the stars of its twilight be dark.

Let it look for light, but have none,
neither let it see the eyelids of the
morning,

10 because it didn’t shut up the doors of my
mother’s womb,

nor did it hide trouble frommy eyes.

11 “Why didn’t I die from the womb?
Whydidn’t I give up the spirit whenmy
mother boreme?

12Why did the knees receive me?
Or why the breast, that I should nurse?

13 For now I should have lain down and
been quiet.

I should have slept, then I would have
been at rest,

14with kings and counsellors of the earth,
who built up waste places for them-
selves;

15or with princes who had gold,
who filled their houses with silver;

16 or as a hidden untimely birth I had not
been,

as infants who never saw light.
17There the wicked cease from troubling.

There the weary are at rest.
18There the prisoners are at ease together.

They don’t hear the voice of the
taskmaster.

19The small and the great are there.
The servant is free from his master.

20 “Why is light given to him who is in mis-
ery,

life to the bitter in soul,
21who long for death, but it doesn’t come;

and dig for it more than for hidden
treasures,

22who rejoice exceedingly,
and are glad, when they can find the
grave?

23Why is light given to a man whose way is
hidden,

whomGod has hedged in?
24Formy sighing comes before I eat.

My groanings are poured out like wa-
ter.

25For the thing which I fear comes onme,
that which I am afraid of comes to me.

26 I am not at ease, neither am I quiet, nei-
ther do I have rest;

but trouble comes.”
4

1Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered,
2 “If someone ventures to talkwith you, will

you be grieved?
But who can withhold himself from
speaking?

3Behold, you have instructedmany,
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you have strengthened the weak
hands.

4Your words have supported him who was
falling,

you havemade the feeble knees firm.
5But now it has come to you, and you faint.

It touches you, and you are troubled.
6 Isn’t your piety your confidence?

Isn’t the integrity of your ways your
hope?

7 “Remember, now, who ever perished, be-
ing innocent?

Or where were the upright cut off?
8According to what I have seen, those who

plough iniquity
and sow trouble, reap the same.

9By the breath of God they perish.
By the blast of his anger are they con-
sumed.

10The roaring of the lion,
and the voice of the fierce lion,
the teeth of the young lions, arebroken.

11The old lion perishes for lack of prey.
The cubs of the lioness are scattered
abroad.

12 “Now a thing was secretly brought to me.
My ear received a whisper of it.

13 In thoughts from the visions of the night,
when deep sleep falls onmen,

14 fear came onme, and trembling,
whichmade all my bones shake.

15Then a spirit passed before my face.
The hair of my flesh stood up.

16 It stood still, but I couldn’t discern its
appearance.

A formwas before my eyes.
Silence, then I heard a voice, saying,

17 ‘Shallmortalman bemore just than God?
Shall a man be more pure than his
Maker?

18Behold, he puts no trust in his servants.
He charges his angels with error.

19 How much more those who dwell in
houses of clay,

whose foundation is in the dust,
who are crushed before themoth!

20 Between morning and evening they are
destroyed.

They perish forever without any re-
garding it.

21 Isn’t their tent cord plucked up within
them?

They die, and that without wisdom.’

5
1 “Call now; is there any who will answer

you?
Towhichof theholy oneswill you turn?

2For resentment kills the foolishman,

and jealousy kills the simple.
3 I have seen the foolish taking root,

but suddenly I cursed his habitation.
4His children are far from safety.

They are crushed in the gate.
Neither is there any to deliver them,

5whose harvest the hungry eat up,
and take it even out of the thorns.
The snare gapes for their substance.

6For affliction doesn’t come out of the dust,
neither does trouble spring out of the
ground;

7but man is born to trouble,
as the sparks fly upward.

8 “But as for me, I would seek God.
I would commit my cause to God,

9 who does great things that can’t be fath-
omed,

marvellous things without number;
10who gives rain on the earth,

and sends waters on the fields;
11 so that he sets up on high those who are

low,
those whomourn are exalted to safety.

12He frustrates the plans of the crafty,
so that their hands can’t perform their
enterprise.

13He takes the wise in their own craftiness;
the counsel of the cunning is carried
headlong.

14Theymeet with darkness in the day time,
and grope at noonday as in the night.

15 But he saves from the sword of their
mouth,

even the needy from the hand of the
mighty.

16 So the poor has hope,
and injustice shuts her mouth.

17 “Behold, happy is the man whom God
corrects.

Therefore do not despise the chasten-
ing of the Almighty.

18For he wounds and binds up.
He injures and his handsmake whole.

19Hewill deliver you in six troubles;
yes, in seven no evil will touch you.

20 In faminehewill redeemyou fromdeath;
in war, from the power of the sword.

21Youwill behidden fromthe scourgeof the
tongue,

neither will you be afraid of destruc-
tion when it comes.

22Youwill laugh at destruction and famine,
neither will you be afraid of the ani-
mals of the earth.

23 For you will be allied with the stones of
the field.

The animals of the fieldwill be at peace
with you.

24Youwill know that your tent is in peace.
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You will visit your fold, and will miss
nothing.

25 You will know also that your offspring†
will be great,

your offspring as the grass of the earth.
26Youwill come to your grave in a full age,

likea shockof grain comes in its season.
27Behold, we have researched it. It is so.

Hear it, and know it for your good.”

6
1Then Job answered,

2 “Oh that my anguish were weighed,
and all my calamity laid in the bal-
ances!

3For now it would be heavier than the sand
of the seas,

therefore mywords have been rash.
4 For the arrows of the Almighty are within

me.
My spirit drinks up their poison.

The terrors of God set themselves in array
against me.

5 Does the wild donkey bray when he
has grass?

Or does the ox low over his fodder?
6 Can that which has no flavour be
eaten without salt?

Or is there any taste in the white of an egg?
7My soul refuses to touch them.

They are as loathsome food tome.

8 “Oh that I might havemy request,
that God would grant the thing that I
long for,

9even that it would please God to crushme;
that he would let loose his hand, and
cut me off!

10Let it still be my consolation,
yes, let me exult in pain that doesn’t
spare,

that I have not denied the words of the
Holy One.

11What is my strength, that I should wait?
What is my end, that I should be pa-
tient?

12 Is my strength the strength of stones?
Or is my flesh of bronze?

13 Isn’t it that I have no help inme,
that wisdom is driven away fromme?

14 “To him who is ready to faint, kindness
should be shown from his friend;

even tohimwhoforsakes the fearof the
Almighty.

15 My brothers have dealt deceitfully as a
brook,

as the channel of brooks that pass
away;

16which are black by reason of the ice,

in which the snow hides itself.
17 In the dry season, they vanish.

When it is hot, they are consumed out
of their place.

18Thecaravans that travelbeside themturn
away.

They go up into the waste, and perish.
19The caravans of Tema looked.

The companies of Sheba waited for
them.

20 They were distressed because they were
confident.

They came there, and were con-
founded.

21For now you are nothing.
You see a terror, and are afraid.

22Did I ever say, ‘Give to me’?
or, ‘Offer a present for me from your
substance’?

23 or, ‘Deliver me from the adversary’s
hand’?

or, ‘Redeem me from the hand of the
oppressors’?

24 “Teachme, and I will hold my peace.
Causeme to understandmy error.

25How forcible are words of uprightness!
But your reproof,what does it reprove?

26Do you intend to reprove words,
since the speeches of one who is des-
perate are as wind?

27 Yes, you would even cast lots for the fa-
therless,

andmakemerchandise of your friend.
28Now therefore be pleased to look at me,

for surely I will not lie to your face.
29Please return.

Let there be no injustice.
Yes, return again.
My cause is righteous.

30 Is there injustice onmy tongue?
Can’t my taste discern mischievous
things?

7
1 “Isn’t a man forced to labour on earth?

Aren’t his days like the days of a hired
hand?

2 As a servant who earnestly desires the
shadow,

as a hireling who looks for his wages,
3 so I ammade to possess months of misery,

wearisome nights are appointed tome.
4When I lie down, I say,

‘When will I arise, and the night be
gone?’

I toss and turn until the dawning of the
day.

5My flesh is clothed with worms and clods
of dust.

† 5:25: or, seed
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My skin closes up, and breaks out
afresh.

6My days are swifter than a weaver’s shut-
tle,

and are spent without hope.
7Oh remember that my life is a breath.

My eye will nomore see good.
8The eye of himwho seesmewill seeme no

more.
Your eyes will be on me, but I will not
be.

9 As the cloud is consumed and vanishes
away,

so he who goes down to Sheol† will
come up nomore.

10Hewill return nomore to his house,
neither will his place know him any
more.

11 “Therefore I will not keep silent.
I will speak in the anguish of my spirit.
I will complain in the bitterness of my
soul.

12Am I a sea, or a seamonster,
that you put a guard over me?

13When I say, ‘My bedwill comfort me.
My couch will ease my complaint,’

14 then you scare mewith dreams
and terrify me through visions,

15 so that my soul chooses strangling,
death rather thanmy bones.

16 I loathemy life.
I don’t want to live forever.
Leave me alone, for my days are but a
breath.

17 What is man, that you should magnify
him,

that you should set yourmind on him,
18 that you should visit him everymorning,

and test him everymoment?
19Howlongwill younot lookaway fromme,

nor leave me alone until I swallow
downmy spittle?

20 If I have sinned, what do I do to you, you
watcher of men?

Whyhave you setme as amark for you,
so that I am a burden tomyself?

21Whydo younot pardonmydisobedience,
and take awaymy iniquity?

For nowwill I lie down in the dust.
You will seek me diligently, but I will
not be.”

8
1Then Bildad the Shuhite answered,

2 “How long will you speak these things?
Shall the words of your mouth be a
mighty wind?

3Does God pervert justice?
Or does the Almighty pervert righ-
teousness?

4 If your children have sinned against him,
he has delivered them into the hand of
their disobedience.

5 If you want to seek God diligently,
make your supplication to the
Almighty.

6 If you were pure and upright,
surely now he would awaken for you,

and make the habitation of your righteous-
ness prosperous.

7Though your beginning was small,
yet your latter end would greatly increase.

8 “Please enquire of past generations.
Find out about the learning of their
fathers.

9 (For we are but of yesterday, and know
nothing,

because our days on earth are a
shadow.)

10 Shall they not teach you, tell you,
and utter words out of their heart?

11 “Can the papyrus grow upwithout mire?
Can the rushes growwithout water?

12 While it is yet in its greenness, not cut
down,

it withers before any other reed.
13 So are the paths of all who forget God.

The hope of the godless man will per-
ish,

14whose confidence will break apart,
whose trust is a spider’s web.

15He will lean on his house, but it will not
stand.

Hewill cling to it, but it will not endure.
16He is green before the sun.

His shoots go out along his garden.
17 His roots are wrapped around the rock

pile.
He sees the place of stones.

18 If he is destroyed from his place,
then itwill denyhim, saying, ‘I havenot
seen you.’

19Behold, this is the joy of his way.
Out of the earth, others will spring.

20 “Behold, God will not cast away a blame-
less man,

neither will he uphold the evildoers.
21Hewill still fill yourmouthwith laughter,

your lips with shouting.
22 Those who hate you will be clothed with

shame.
The tent of thewickedwill be nomore.”

9
1Then Job answered,

2 “Truly I know that it is so,
but how canman be just with God?

3 If he is pleased to contend with him,
† 7:9: Sheol is the place of the dead.
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he can’t answer himone time in a thou-
sand.

4 God is wise in heart, and mighty in
strength.

Whohas hardenedhimself against him
and prospered?

5He removes themountains, and they don’t
know it,

when he overturns them in his anger.
6He shakes the earth out of its place.

Its pillars tremble.
7He commands the sun and it doesn’t rise,

and seals up the stars.
8He alone stretches out the heavens,

and treads on the waves of the sea.
9 He makes the Bear, Orion, and the

Pleiades,
and the rooms of the south.

10He does great things past finding out;
yes, marvellous things without num-
ber.

11Behold, hegoesbyme, and Idon’t seehim.
He passes on also, but I don’t perceive
him.

12Behold, he snatches away.
Who can hinder him?
Who will ask him, ‘What are you do-
ing?’

13 “Godwill not withdraw his anger.
The helpers of Rahab stoop under him.

14Howmuch less will I answer him,
and choose my words to argue with
him?

15 Though I were righteous, yet I wouldn’t
answer him.

I wouldmake supplication tomy judge.
16 If I had called, and he had answeredme,

yet Iwouldn’t believe thathe listened to
my voice.

17For he breaks mewith a storm,
and multiplies my wounds without
cause.

18Hewill not allowme to catchmy breath,
but fills mewith bitterness.

19 If it is a matter of strength, behold, he is
mighty!

If of justice, ‘Who,’ says he, ‘will sum-
monme?’

20 Though I am righteous, my own mouth
will condemnme.

Though Iamblameless, itwill proveme
perverse.

21 I am blameless.
I don’t respect myself.
I despise my life.

22 “It is all the same.
Therefore I say he destroys the blame-
less and the wicked.

23 If the scourge kills suddenly,
hewillmock at the trial of the innocent.

24 The earth is given into the hand of the
wicked.

He covers the faces of its judges.
If not he, then who is it?

25 “Nowmy days are swifter than a runner.
They flee away. They see no good.

26They have passed away as the swift ships,
as the eagle that swoops on the prey.

27 If I say, ‘I will forget my complaint,
I will put offmy sad face, and cheer up,’

28 I am afraid of all my sorrows.
I know that you will not hold me inno-
cent.

29 I will be condemned.
Why then do I labour in vain?

30 If I washmyself with snow,
and cleansemy hands with lye,

31yet you will plungeme in the ditch.
My own clothes will abhorme.

32For he is not a man, as I am, that I should
answer him,

that we should come together in judge-
ment.

33There is no umpire between us,
that might lay his hand on us both.

34Let him take his rod away fromme.
Let his terror not makeme afraid;

35 then I would speak, and not fear him,
for I am not so inmyself.

10
1 “My soul is weary of my life.

I will give free course to my complaint.
I will speak in the bitterness ofmy soul.

2 I will tell God, ‘Do not condemnme.
Showmewhy you contend withme.

3 Is it good to you that you should oppress,
that you should despise the work of
your hands,

and smile on the counsel of thewicked?
4Do you have eyes of flesh?

Or do you see as man sees?
5Are your days as the days of mortals,

or your years as man’s years,
6 that you enquire after my iniquity,

and search after my sin?
7Although you know that I am not wicked,

there is no one who can deliver out of
your hand.

8 “ ‘Your hands have framed me and fash-
ionedme altogether,

yet you destroyme.
9 Remember, I beg you, that you have fash-

ionedme as clay.
Will you bringme into dust again?

10Haven’t you pouredme out like milk,
and curdledme like cheese?

11You have clothedmewith skin and flesh,
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and knit me together with bones and
sinews.

12Youhave grantedme life and loving kind-
ness.

Your visitationhas preservedmy spirit.
13Yet you hid these things in your heart.

I know that this is with you:
14 if I sin, then youmarkme.

You will not acquit me from my iniq-
uity.

15 If I amwicked, woe to me.
If I am righteous, I still will not lift up
my head,

being filled with disgrace,
and conscious of my affliction.

16 If my head is held high, you hunt me like
a lion.

Again you show yourself powerful to
me.

17You renew your witnesses against me,
and increase your indignation onme.
Changes and warfare are withme.

18 “ ‘Why, then, have you brought me out of
the womb?

I wish I had given up the spirit, and no
eye had seenme.

19 I should have been as though I had not
been.

I should have been carried from the
womb to the grave.

20Aren’t my days few?
Stop!

Leave me alone, that I may find a little
comfort,

21 before I go where I will not return
from,

to the land of darkness and of the
shadow of death;

22 the land dark as midnight,
of the shadow of death,
without any order,
where the light is as midnight.’ ”

11
1 Then Zophar, the Naamathite, an-

swered,
2 “Shouldn’t the multitude of words be an-

swered?
Should aman full of talk be justified?

3 Should your boastings make men hold
their peace?

When youmock,will nomanmake you
ashamed?

4For you say, ‘My doctrine is pure.
I am clean in your eyes.’

5But oh that God would speak,
and open his lips against you,

6 that he would show you the secrets of
wisdom!

For true wisdom has two sides.

Know therefore that God exacts of you
less than your iniquity deserves.

7 “Can you fathom themystery of God?
Or can you probe the limits of the
Almighty?

8 They are high as heaven. What can you
do?

They are deeper than Sheol.† What can
you know?

9 Its measure is longer than the earth,
and broader than the sea.

10 If he passes by, or confines,
or convenes a court, then who can op-
pose him?

11For he knows false men.
He sees iniquity also, even though he
doesn’t consider it.

12An empty-headedman becomes wise
when a man is born as a wild donkey’s
colt.

13 “If you set your heart aright,
stretch out your hands towards him.

14 If iniquity is in your hand, put it far away.
Don’t let unrighteousness dwell in your
tents.

15 Surely then you will lift up your face
without spot.

Yes, you will be steadfast, and will not
fear,

16 for you will forget yourmisery.
You will remember it like waters that
have passed away.

17Life will be clearer than the noonday.
Though there is darkness, it will be as
themorning.

18Youwill be secure, because there is hope.
Yes, you will search, and will take your
rest in safety.

19 Also you will lie down, and no one will
make you afraid.

Yes, many will court your favour.
20But the eyes of the wicked will fail.

They will have no way to flee.
Their hope will be the giving up of the
spirit.”

12
1Then Job answered,

2 “No doubt, but you are the people,
and wisdomwill die with you.

3But I have understanding as well as you;
I am not inferior to you.
Yes, who doesn’t know such things as
these?

4 I am likeonewho is a joke tohisneighbour,
I, who called on God, and he answered.
The just, the blameless man is a joke.

5 In the thought of him who is at ease there
is contempt for misfortune.

† 11:8: Sheol is the place of the dead.
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It is ready for themwhose foot slips.
6The tents of robbers prosper.

Those who provoke God are secure,
who carry their god in their hands.

7 “But ask the animals now, and they will
teach you;

the birds of the sky, and they will tell
you.

8Or speak to the earth, and itwill teach you.
The fish of the sea will declare to you.

9Who doesn’t know that in all these,
the LORD’s hand has done this,

10 in whose hand is the life of every living
thing,

and the breath of all mankind?
11Doesn’t the ear try words,

even as the palate tastes its food?
12With agedmen is wisdom,

in length of days understanding.

13 “With God is wisdom andmight.
He has counsel and understanding.

14 Behold, he breaks down, and it can’t be
built again.

He imprisons a man, and there can be
no release.

15Behold, hewithholds thewaters, and they
dry up.

Again, he sends them out, and they
overturn the earth.

16With him is strength andwisdom.
The deceived and the deceiver are his.

17He leads counsellors away stripped.
Hemakes judges fools.

18He loosens the bond of kings.
He binds their waist with a belt.

19He leads priests away stripped,
and overthrows themighty.

20He removes the speech of those who are
trusted,

and takes away the understanding of
the elders.

21He pours contempt on princes,
and loosens the belt of the strong.

22He uncovers deep things out of darkness,
and brings out to light the shadow of
death.

23He increases the nations, and he destroys
them.

He enlarges the nations, and he leads
them captive.

24 He takes away understanding from the
chiefs of the people of the earth,

and causes them towander in awilder-
ness where there is no way.

25They grope in the dark without light.
He makes them stagger like a drunken
man.

13
1 “Behold, my eye has seen all this.

My ear has heard and understood it.
2What you know, I know also.

I am not inferior to you.

3 “Surely I would speak to the Almighty.
I desire to reason with God.

4But you are forgers of lies.
You are all physicians of no value.

5Oh that you would be completely silent!
Then youwould be wise.

6Hear nowmy reasoning.
Listen to the pleadings of my lips.

7Will you speak unrighteously for God,
and talk deceitfully for him?

8Will you show partiality to him?
Will you contend for God?

9 Is it good that he should search you out?
Or as one deceives a man, will you de-
ceive him?

10Hewill surely reprove you
if you secretly show partiality.

11Won’t his majesty make you afraid
and his dread fall on you?

12Your memorable sayings are proverbs of
ashes.

Your defences are defences of clay.

13 “Be silent!
Leaveme alone, that I may speak.
Let come onmewhat will.

14Why should I takemy flesh inmy teeth,
and put my life in my hand?

15Behold, he will kill me.
I have no hope.
Nevertheless, I will maintain my ways
before him.

16This also will be my salvation,
that a godlessmanwill not comebefore
him.

17Listen carefully to my speech.
Let my declaration be in your ears.

18 See now, I have set my cause in order.
I know that I am righteous.

19Who is he whowill contend withme?
For then I would hold my peace and
give up the spirit.

20 “Only don’t do two things to me,
then I will not hide myself from your
face:

21withdraw your hand far fromme,
and don’t let your terror make me
afraid.

22Then call, and I will answer,
or let me speak, and you answerme.

23Howmany aremy iniquities and sins?
Make me know my disobedience and
my sin.

24Why do you hide your face,
and consider me your enemy?
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25Will you harass a driven leaf?
Will you pursue the dry stubble?

26For you write bitter things against me,
and make me inherit the iniquities of
my youth.

27You also put my feet in the stocks,
andmark all my paths.
You set a bound to the soles of my feet,

28 though I am decaying like a rotten thing,
like a garment that is moth-eaten.

14
1 “Man, who is born of a woman,

is of few days, and full of trouble.
2He grows up like a flower, and is cut down.

He also flees like a shadow, and doesn’t
continue.

3Do you open your eyes on such a one,
andbringme into judgementwith you?

4 Who can bring a clean thing out of an
unclean?

Not one.
5 Seeing his days are determined,
the number of his months is with you,
and you have appointed his bounds
that he can’t pass.

6Look away from him, that hemay rest,
until he accomplishes, as a hireling, his
day.

7“For there ishope fora tree if it is cutdown,
that it will sprout again,
that the tender branch of it will not
cease.

8Though its root grows old in the earth,
and its stock dies in the ground,

9yet through the scent of water it will bud,
and sprout boughs like a plant.

10But man dies, and is laid low.
Yes, man gives up the spirit, and where
is he?

11As the waters fail from the sea,
and the river wastes and dries up,

12 so man lies down and doesn’t rise.
Until theheavensarenomore, theywill
not awake,

nor be roused out of their sleep.

13 “Oh that you would hideme in Sheol,†
that you would keep me secret until
your wrath is past,

that you would appoint me a set time
and rememberme!

14 If a man dies, will he live again?
Iwouldwait all the days ofmywarfare,
until my release should come.

15Youwould call, and I would answer you.
Youwouldhave adesire for theworkof
your hands.

16But now you count my steps.
Don’t you watch over my sin?

17My disobedience is sealed up in a bag.
You fasten upmy iniquity.

18 “But the mountain falling comes to noth-
ing.

The rock is removed out of its place.
19The waters wear the stones.

The torrents of it wash away the dust of
the earth.

So you destroy the hope of man.
20 You forever prevail against him, and he

departs.
You change his face, and send him
away.

21His sons come to honour, and he doesn’t
know it.

They are brought low, but he doesn’t
perceive it of them.

22But his flesh on him has pain,
and his soul within himmourns.”

15
1Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered,

2 “Should a wise man answer with vain
knowledge,

and fill himself with the east wind?
3 Should he reason with unprofitable talk,

or with speeches with which he can do
no good?

4Yes, you do away with fear,
and hinder devotion before God.

5For your iniquity teaches yourmouth,
and you choose the language of the
crafty.

6Your ownmouth condemns you, and not I.
Yes, your own lips testify against you.

7 “Are you the first manwhowas born?
Or were you brought out before the
hills?

8Have you heard the secret counsel of God?
Do you limit wisdom to yourself?

9What do you know that we don’t know?
What do you understand which is not
in us?

10With us are both the grey-headed and the
very agedmen,

much older than your father.
11Are the consolations of God too small for

you,
even the word that is gentle towards
you?

12Why does your heart carry you away?
Why do your eyes flash,

13 that you turn your spirit against God,
and let such words go out of your
mouth?

14What is man, that he should be clean?
† 14:13: Sheol is the place of the dead.
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What ishewho isbornofawoman, that
he should be righteous?

15Behold, he puts no trust in his holy ones.
Yes, the heavens are not clean in his
sight;

16 how much less one who is abominable
and corrupt,

a manwho drinks iniquity like water!

17 “I will show you, listen to me;
that which I have seen I will declare

18 (which wise men have told by their fa-
thers,

and have not hidden it;
19 to whom alone the land was given,

andno stranger passed amongst them):
20 the wicked man writhes in pain all his

days,
even the number of years that are laid
up for the oppressor.

21A sound of terrors is in his ears.
In prosperity the destroyer will come
on him.

22He doesn’t believe that he will return out
of darkness.

He is waited for by the sword.
23 He wanders abroad for bread, saying,

‘Where is it?’
He knows that the day of darkness is
ready at his hand.

24Distress and anguishmake him afraid.
They prevail against him, as a king
ready to the battle.

25 Because he has stretched out his hand
against God,

and behaves himself proudly against
the Almighty,

26he runs at himwith a stiff neck,
with the thick shields of his bucklers,

27 because he has covered his face with his
fatness,

and gathered fat on his thighs.
28He has lived in desolate cities,

in houses which no one inhabited,
which were ready to become heaps.

29He will not be rich, neither will his sub-
stance continue,

neither will their possessions be ex-
tended on the earth.

30Hewill not depart out of darkness.
The flamewill dry up his branches.
He will go away by the breath of God’s
mouth.

31Let him not trust in emptiness, deceiving
himself,

for emptiness will be his reward.
32 It will be accomplished before his time.

His branch will not be green.
33He will shake off his unripe grape as the

vine,
and will cast off his flower as the olive
tree.

34 For the company of the godless will be
barren,

and fire will consume the tents of
bribery.

35They conceivemischief andproduce iniq-
uity.

Their heart prepares deceit.”

16
1Then Job answered,

2 “I have heardmany such things.
You are all miserable comforters!

3 Shall vain words have an end?
Or what provokes you that you an-
swer?

4 I also could speak as you do.
If your soul were inmy soul’s place,
I could joinwords together against you,
and shakemy head at you,

5 but I would strengthen you with my
mouth.

The solace ofmy lipswould relieve you.

6 “Though I speak, my grief is not subsided.
Though I forbear, what am I eased?

7 But now, God, you have surely worn me
out.

You have made all my company deso-
late.

8Youhaveshriveledmeup. This is awitness
against me.

My leanness rises up against me.
It testifies to my face.

9 He has torn me in his wrath and perse-
cutedme.

He has gnashed onmewith his teeth.
My adversary sharpens his eyes onme.

10Theyhave gaped onmewith theirmouth.
They have struck me on the cheek re-
proachfully.

They gather themselves together
against me.

11God delivers me to the ungodly,
and casts me into the hands of the
wicked.

12 I was at ease, and he brokeme apart.
Yes, he has taken me by the neck, and
dashedme to pieces.

He has also set me up for his target.
13His archers surroundme.

He splits my kidneys apart, and does
not spare.

He pours out my bile on the ground.
14He breaks mewith breach on breach.

He runs at me like a giant.
15 I have sewed sackcloth onmy skin,

and have thrust my horn in the dust.
16My face is red with weeping.

Deep darkness is onmy eyelids,
17 although there is no violence in my

hands,
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andmy prayer is pure.
18 “Earth, don’t cover my blood.

Let my cry have no place to rest.
19 Even now, behold, my witness is in

heaven.
He who vouches for me is on high.

20My friends scoff at me.
My eyes pour out tears to God,

21 that hewouldmaintain the right of aman
with God,

of a son of manwith his neighbour!
22For when a few years have come,

I will go the way of no return.

17
1 “My spirit is consumed.

My days are extinct
and the grave is ready for me.

2 Surely there are mockers withme.
My eye dwells on their provocation.

3 “Now give a pledge. Be collateral for me
with yourself.

Who is therewhowill strikehandswith
me?

4 For you have hidden their heart from un-
derstanding,

therefore you will not exalt them.
5Hewhodenounces his friends for plunder,

even the eyes of his children will fail.
6 “But he has made me a byword of the

people.
They spit in my face.

7My eye also is dim by reason of sorrow.
All mymembers are as a shadow.

8Upright menwill be astonished at this.
The innocent will stir himself up
against the godless.

9Yet the righteous will hold to his way.
He who has clean hands will grow
stronger and stronger.

10But as for you all, come back.
I will not find awiseman amongst you.

11My days are past.
My plans are broken off,
as are the thoughts of my heart.

12They change the night into day,
saying ‘The light isnear’ in thepresence
of darkness.

13 If I look for Sheol† as my house,
if I have spread my couch in the dark-
ness,

14 if I have said to corruption, ‘You are my
father,’

and to the worm, ‘Mymother,’ and ‘My
sister,’

15where then is my hope?
As for my hope, whowill see it?

16 Shall it go down with me to the gates of
Sheol,‡

or descend together into the dust?”

18
1Then Bildad the Shuhite answered,

2 “How long will you hunt for words?
Consider, and afterwards we will
speak.

3Why are we counted as animals,
which have become unclean in your
sight?

4Youwho tear yourself in your anger,
will the earth be forsaken for you?
Or will the rock be removed out of its
place?

5 “Yes, the light of thewickedwill be put out.
The spark of his fire won’t shine.

6The light will be dark in his tent.
His lamp above himwill be put out.

7The steps of his strengthwill be shortened.
His own counsel will cast him down.

8For he is cast into a net by his own feet,
and he wanders into its mesh.

9A snare will take him by the heel.
A trap will catch him.

10A noose is hidden for him in the ground,
a trap for him on the path.

11 Terrors will make him afraid on every
side,

and will chase him at his heels.
12His strength will be famished.

Calamity will be ready at his side.
13 The members of his body will be de-

voured.
The firstborn of death will devour his
members.

14Hewill be rooted out of the security of his
tent.

He will be brought to the king of ter-
rors.

15 There will dwell in his tent that which is
none of his.

Sulphurwill be scattered on his habita-
tion.

16His roots will be dried up beneath.
His branch will be cut off above.

17His memory will perish from the earth.
He will have no name in the street.

18 He will be driven from light into dark-
ness,

and chased out of the world.
19 He will have neither son nor grandson

amongst his people,
nor any remaining where he lived.

20 Those who come after will be astonished
at his day,

† 17:13: Sheol is the place of the dead. ‡ 17:16: Sheol is the place of the dead.
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as those who went before were fright-
ened.

21 Surely such are the dwellings of the un-
righteous.

This is the place of him who doesn’t
know God.”

19
1Then Job answered,

2 “How long will you torment me,
and crushmewith words?

3You have reproachedme ten times.
You aren’t ashamed that you attackme.

4 If it is true that I have erred,
my error remains withmyself.

5 If indeed you will magnify yourselves
against me,

and plead against memy reproach,
6know now that God has subvertedme,

and has surroundedmewith his net.
7 “Behold, I cry out of wrong, but I am not

heard.
I cry for help, but there is no justice.

8 He has walled up my way so that I can’t
pass,

and has set darkness in my paths.
9He has strippedme of my glory,

and taken the crown frommy head.
10 He has broken me down on every side,

and I am gone.
He has pluckedmy hope up like a tree.

11He has also kindled his wrath againstme.
He counts me amongst his adversaries.

12His troops come on together,
build a siege ramp against me,
and encamp aroundmy tent.

13 “He has put my brothers far fromme.
My acquaintances are wholly es-
tranged fromme.

14My relatives have gone away.
My familiar friends have forgottenme.

15 Those who dwell in my house and my
maids consider me a stranger.

I am an alien in their sight.
16 I call to my servant, and he gives me no

answer.
I beg himwithmymouth.

17My breath is offensive to mywife.
I am loathsome to the children of my
ownmother.

18Even young children despise me.
If I arise, they speak against me.

19All my familiar friends abhorme.
TheywhomI lovedhave turnedagainst
me.

20Mybones stick tomy skin and tomyflesh.
I have escaped by the skin of my teeth.

21 “Have pity on me. Have pity on me, you
my friends,

for the hand of God has touchedme.

22Why do you persecute me as God,
and are not satisfied withmy flesh?

23 “Oh that mywords were nowwritten!
Oh that they were inscribed in a book!

24That with an iron pen and lead
theywereengraved in therock forever!

25 But as for me, I know that my Redeemer
lives.

In the end, hewill standupon the earth.
26After my skin is destroyed,

then I will see God inmy flesh,
27whom I, even I, will see onmy side.

My eyes will see, and not as a stranger.

“My heart is consumedwithinme.
28 If you say, ‘Howwewill persecute him!’

because the root of the matter is found
inme,

29be afraid of the sword,
for wrath brings the punishments of
the sword,

that you may know there is a judge-
ment.”

20
1Then Zophar the Naamathite answered,

2 “Therefore my thoughts answerme,
even by reason of my haste that is in
me.

3 I have heard the reproof which puts me to
shame.

The spirit of my understanding an-
swers me.

4Don’t you know this from old time,
since manwas placed on earth,

5 that the triumphing of the wicked is short,
the joy of the godless but for amoment?

6 Though his height mount up to the heav-
ens,

and his head reach to the clouds,
7 yet he will perish forever like his own

dung.
Those who have seen him will say,

‘Where is he?’
8He will fly away as a dream, and will not

be found.
Yes, hewill be chased away like a vision
of the night.

9 The eye which saw him will see him no
more,

neitherwill his place seehimanymore.
10 His children will seek the favour of the

poor.
His hands will give back his wealth.

11His bones are full of his youth,
but youth will lie downwith him in the
dust.

12 “Though wickedness is sweet in his
mouth,

though he hide it under his tongue,
13 though he spare it, and will not let it go,
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but keep it still within his mouth,
14yet his food in his bowels is turned.

It is cobra venomwithin him.
15 He has swallowed down riches, and he

will vomit them up again.
God will cast them out of his belly.

16Hewill suck cobra venom.
The viper’s tongue will kill him.

17Hewill not look at the rivers,
the flowing streams of honey and but-
ter.

18 He will restore that for which he
laboured, and will not swallow it
down.

Hewill not rejoice according to the sub-
stance that he has gotten.

19 For he has oppressed and forsaken the
poor.

He has violently taken away a house,
and he will not build it up.

20 “Because he knew no quietness within
him,

he will not save anything of that in
which he delights.

21 There was nothing left that he didn’t de-
vour,

therefore his prosperity will not en-
dure.

22 In the fullness of his sufficiency, distress
will overtake him.

The hand of everyone who is in misery
will come on him.

23 When he is about to fill his belly, God
will cast the fierceness of his wrath
on him.

It will rain on himwhile he is eating.
24Hewill flee from the iron weapon.

The bronze arrow will strike him
through.

25 He draws it out, and it comes out of his
body.

Yes, the glitteringpoint comes out of his
liver.

Terrors are on him.
26All darkness is laid up for his treasures.

An unfanned fire will devour him.
It will consume that which is left in his
tent.

27The heavens will reveal his iniquity.
The earth will rise up against him.

28The increase of his house will depart.
They will rush away in the day of his
wrath.

29 This is the portion of a wicked man from
God,

the heritage appointed to him by God.”
21

1Then Job answered,
2 “Listen diligently to my speech.

Let this be your consolation.
3Allowme, and I also will speak.

After I have spoken, mock on.
4As for me, is my complaint to man?

Why shouldn’t I be impatient?
5Look at me, and be astonished.

Lay your hand on yourmouth.
6When I remember, I am troubled.

Horror takes hold of my flesh.

7 “Why do the wicked live,
become old, yes, and grow mighty in
power?

8 Their child is established with them in
their sight,

their offspring before their eyes.
9Their houses are safe from fear,

neither is the rod of God upon them.
10Their bulls breed without fail.

Their cows calve, and don’t miscarry.
11They send out their little ones like a flock.

Their children dance.
12They sing to the tambourine and harp,

and rejoice at the sound of the pipe.
13They spend their days in prosperity.

In an instant they go down to Sheol.†
14They tell God, ‘Depart from us,

for we don’t want to know about your
ways.

15 What is the Almighty, that we should
serve him?

What profit should we have, if we pray
to him?’

16 Behold, their prosperity is not in their
hand.

The counsel of the wicked is far from
me.

17 “How often is it that the lamp of the
wicked is put out,

that their calamity comes on them,
that God distributes sorrows in his
anger?

18 How often is it that they are as stubble
before the wind,

as chaff that the storm carries away?
19 You say, ‘God lays up his iniquity for his

children.’
Let him recompense it to himself, that
hemay know it.

20Let his own eyes see his destruction.
Let him drink of the wrath of the
Almighty.

21 For what does he care for his house after
him,

when the number of his months is cut
off?

22 “Shall any teach God knowledge,
since he judges those who are high?

23One dies in his full strength,
† 21:13: Sheol is the place of the dead.
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being wholly at ease and quiet.
24His pails are full of milk.

Themarrow of his bones is moistened.
25Another dies in bitterness of soul,

and never tastes of good.
26They lie down alike in the dust.

The worm covers them.

27 “Behold, I know your thoughts,
the planswithwhich youwouldwrong
me.

28 For you say, ‘Where is the house of the
prince?

Where is the tent in which the wicked
lived?’

29Haven’t you asked wayfaringmen?
Don’t you know their evidences,

30 that the evil man is reserved to the day of
calamity,

that they are led out to the day of
wrath?

31Whowill declare his way to his face?
Whowill repay himwhat he has done?

32Yet he will be borne to the grave.
Menwill keep watch over the tomb.

33 The clods of the valley will be sweet to
him.

All menwill draw after him,
as therewere innumerable before him.

34 So how can you comfort me with non-
sense,

because in your answers there remains
only falsehood?”

22
1Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered,

2 “Can aman be profitable to God?
Surely he who is wise is profitable to
himself.

3 Is it any pleasure to the Almighty that you
are righteous?

Or does it benefit him that you make
your ways perfect?

4 Is it for your piety that he reproves you,
that he enters with you into judge-
ment?

5 Isn’t your wickedness great?
Neither is there any end to your iniqui-
ties.

6 For you have taken pledges from your
brother for nothing,

and stripped the naked of their cloth-
ing.

7 You haven’t given water to the weary to
drink,

and you have withheld bread from the
hungry.

8 But as for the mighty man, he had the
earth.

The honourable man, he lived in it.
9You have sent widows away empty,

and the arms of the fatherless have
been broken.

10Therefore snares are around you.
Sudden fear troubles you,

11or darkness, so that you can not see,
and floods of waters cover you.

12 “Isn’t God in the heights of heaven?
See the height of the stars, how high
they are!

13You say, ‘What does God know?
Can he judge through the thick dark-
ness?

14Thick clouds are a covering tohim, so that
he doesn’t see.

He walks on the vault of the sky.’
15Will you keep the old way,

which wickedmen have trodden,
16 who were snatched away before their

time,
whose foundation was poured out as a
stream,

17who said to God, ‘Depart from us!’
and, ‘What can the Almighty do for us?’

18Yethefilled theirhouseswithgood things,
but the counsel of the wicked is far
fromme.

19The righteous see it, and are glad.
The innocent ridicule them,

20 saying, ‘Surely those who rose up against
us are cut off.

The fire has consumed their remnant.’
21 “Acquaint yourself with him now, and be

at peace.
By it, good will come to you.

22 Please receive instruction from his
mouth,

and lay up his words in your heart.
23 If you return to the Almighty, you will be

built up,
if you put away unrighteousness far
from your tents.

24Lay your treasure in the dust,
the gold of Ophir amongst the stones of
the brooks.

25The Almighty will be your treasure,
and precious silver to you.

26 For then you will delight yourself in the
Almighty,

and will lift up your face to God.
27Youwill make your prayer to him, and he

will hear you.
You will pay your vows.

28Youwill also decree a thing, and it will be
established to you.

Light will shine on your ways.
29 When they cast down, you will say, ‘be

lifted up.’
Hewill save the humble person.

30Hewill even deliver himwho is not inno-
cent.
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Yes, he will be delivered through the
cleanness of your hands.”

23
1Then Job answered,

2 “Even todaymy complaint is rebellious.
His hand is heavy in spite of my groan-
ing.

3Oh that I knewwhere I might find him!
That I might come even to his seat!

4 I would set my cause in order before him,
and fill mymouth with arguments.

5 I would know the words which he would
answerme,

and understandwhat hewould tellme.
6 Would he contend with me in the great-

ness of his power?
No, but he would listen to me.

7There the upright might reason with him,
so I should be delivered forever from
my judge.

8 “If I go east, he is not there.
If I go west, I can’t find him.

9Heworks to the north, but I can’t see him.
He turns south, but I can’t catch a
glimpse of him.

10But he knows the way that I take.
When he has tried me, I will come out
like gold.

11My foot has held fast to his steps.
I have kept his way, and not turned
away.

12 I haven’t gone back from the command-
ment of his lips.

I have treasured up the words of his
mouthmore thanmynecessary food.

13But he stands alone, and who can oppose
him?

What his soul desires, even that he
does.

14 For he performs that which is appointed
for me.

Many such things are with him.
15Therefore I am terrified at his presence.

When I consider, I am afraid of him.
16For God has mademy heart faint.

The Almighty has terrifiedme.
17Because I was not cut off before the dark-

ness,
neither did he cover the thick darkness
frommy face.

24
1“Whyaren’t times laidupby theAlmighty?

Why don’t those who know him see his
days?

2 There are people who remove the land-
marks.

They violently take away flocks, and
feed them.

3They drive away the donkey of the father-
less,

and they take the widow’s ox for a
pledge.

4They turn the needy out of the way.
The poor of the earth all hide them-
selves.

5Behold, as wild donkeys in the desert,
they go out to their work, seeking dili-
gently for food.

The wilderness yields them bread for their
children.

6They cut their food in the field.
They glean the vineyard of the wicked.

7They lie all night nakedwithout cloth-
ing,

and have no covering in the cold.
8 They are wet with the showers of the
mountains,

and embrace the rock for lack of a shelter.
9There are those who pluck the father-
less from the breast,

and take a pledge of the poor,
10so that they go aroundnakedwithout
clothing.

Being hungry, they carry the sheaves.
11 They make oil within the walls of these

men.
They tread wine presses, and suffer
thirst.

12Fromout of the populous city,men groan.
The soul of the wounded cries out,
yet God doesn’t regard the folly.

13 “These are of those who rebel against the
light.

They don’t know its ways,
nor stay in its paths.

14Themurderer rises with the light.
He kills the poor and needy.
In the night he is like a thief.

15The eye also of the adultererwaits for the
twilight,

saying, ‘No eye will see me.’
He disguises his face.

16 In the dark they dig through houses.
They shut themselves up in the day-
time.

They don’t know the light.
17For themorning is to all of them like thick

darkness,
for they know the terrors of the thick
darkness.

18 “They are foam on the surface of the
waters.

Their portion is cursed in the earth.
They don’t turn into the way of the
vineyards.
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19Drought and heat consume the snowwa-
ters,

so does Sheol† those who have sinned.
20The wombwill forget him.

The wormwill feed sweetly on him.
He will be nomore remembered.
Unrighteousness will be broken as a
tree.

21He devours the barren who don’t bear.
He shows no kindness to the widow.

22 Yet God preserves the mighty by his
power.

He rises up who has no assurance of
life.

23God gives them security, and they rest in
it.

His eyes are on their ways.
24 They are exalted; yet a little while, and

they are gone.
Yes, they are brought low, they are
taken out of the way as all others,

and are cut off as the tops of the ears of
grain.

25 If it isn’t so now, whowill proveme a liar,
andmakemy speech worth nothing?”

25
1Then Bildad the Shuhite answered,

2 “Dominion and fear are with him.
Hemakes peace in his high places.

3Can his armies be counted?
Onwhom does his light not arise?

4How then canman be just with God?
Or how can hewho is born of a woman
be clean?

5Behold, even themoon has no brightness,
and the stars are not pure in his sight;

6Howmuch less man, who is a worm,
and the son of man, who is a worm!”

26
1Then Job answered,

2 “Howhave youhelped himwho iswithout
power!

How have you saved the arm that has
no strength!

3Howhave you counselled himwho has no
wisdom,

and plentifully declared sound knowl-
edge!

4To whom have you uttered words?
Whose spirit came out of you?

5 “The departed spirits tremble,
those beneath the waters and all that
live in them.

6 Sheol† is naked before God,
and Abaddon‡ has no covering.

7 He stretches out the north over empty
space,

and hangs the earth on nothing.
8He binds up thewaters in his thick clouds,

and the cloud is not burst under them.
9He encloses the face of his throne,

and spreads his cloud on it.
10He has described a boundary on the sur-

face of the waters,
and to the confines of light and dark-
ness.

11The pillars of heaven tremble
and are astonished at his rebuke.

12He stirs up the sea with his power,
and by his understanding he strikes
through Rahab.

13By his Spirit the heavens are garnished.
His hand has pierced the swift serpent.

14 Behold, these are but the outskirts of his
ways.

How small a whisper do we hear of
him!

But the thunder of his power who can
understand?”

27
1 Job again took up his parable, and said,

2 “As God lives, who has taken away my
right,

the Almighty, who has made my soul
bitter

3 (for the length of my life is still in me,
and the spirit of God is in my nostrils);

4 surely my lips will not speak unrighteous-
ness,

neither will my tongue utter deceit.
5Far be it fromme that I should justify you.

Until I die I will not put away my in-
tegrity fromme.

6 I hold fast to my righteousness, and will
not let it go.

My heart will not reproach me so long
as I live.

7 “Let my enemy be as the wicked.
Let him who rises up against me be as
the unrighteous.

8 For what is the hope of the godless, when
he is cut off,

when God takes away his life?
9Will God hear his cry when trouble comes

on him?
10Will he delight himself in the Almighty,

and call on God at all times?
11 I will teach you about the hand of God.

I will not conceal that which is with the
Almighty.

12Behold, all of you have seen it yourselves;

† 24:19: Sheol is the place of the dead. † 26:6: Sheol is the place of the dead. ‡ 26:6: Abaddonmeans Destroyer.
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why then have you become altogether
vain?

13 “This is the portion of a wickedmanwith
God,

the heritage of oppressors, which they
receive from the Almighty.

14 If his children are multiplied, it is for the
sword.

His offspring will not be satisfied with
bread.

15 Those who remain of him will be buried
in death.

His widows will make no lamentation.
16Though he heap up silver as the dust,

and prepare clothing as the clay;
17 he may prepare it, but the just will put it

on,
and the innocent will divide the silver.

18He builds his house as themoth,
as a boothwhich thewatchmanmakes.

19 He lies down rich, but he will not do so
again.

He opens his eyes, and he is not.
20Terrors overtake him like waters.

A storm steals him away in the night.
21 The east wind carries him away, and he

departs.
It sweeps him out of his place.

22For it hurls at him, and does not spare,
as he flees away from his hand.

23Menwill clap their hands at him,
and will hiss him out of his place.

28
1 “Surely there is a mine for silver,

and a place for gold which they refine.
2 Iron is taken out of the earth,

and copper is smelted out of the ore.
3Man sets an end to darkness,

and searchesout, to the furthest bound,
the stones of obscurity and of thick
darkness.

4He breaks open a shaft away from where
people live.

They are forgotten by the foot.
They hang far from men, they swing
back and forth.

5As for the earth, out of it comes bread.
Underneath it is turnedup as itwere by
fire.

6 Sapphires come from its rocks.
It has dust of gold.

7That path no bird of prey knows,
neither has the falcon’s eye seen it.

8The proud animals have not trodden it,
nor has the fierce lion passed by there.

9He puts his hand on the flinty rock,

and he overturns themountains by the
roots.

10He cuts out channels amongst the rocks.
His eye sees every precious thing.

11 He binds the streams that they don’t
trickle.

The thing that is hiddenhebrings out to
light.

12 “But where will wisdom be found?
Where is the place of understanding?

13Man doesn’t know its price,
and it isn’t found in the land of the
living.

14The deep says, ‘It isn’t in me.’
The sea says, ‘It isn’t with me.’

15 It can’t be gotten for gold,
neither will silver be weighed for its
price.

16 It can’t be valued with the gold of Ophir,
with the precious onyx, or the sap-
phire.†

17Gold and glass can’t equal it,
neither will it be exchanged for jewels
of fine gold.

18 No mention will be made of coral or of
crystal.

Yes, the price of wisdom is above ru-
bies.

19The topaz of Ethiopia will not equal it.
It won’t be valued with pure gold.

20Where then does wisdom come from?
Where is the place of understanding?

21 Seeing it is hidden from the eyes of all
living,

and kept close from the birds of the sky.
22Destruction and Death say,

‘Wehave heard a rumour of it with our
ears.’

23 “God understands its way,
and he knows its place.

24For he looks to the ends of the earth,
and sees under the whole sky.

25He establishes the force of the wind.
Yes, he measures out the waters by
measure.

26When hemade a decree for the rain,
and away for the lightning of the thun-
der,

27 then he saw it, and declared it.
He established it, yes, and searched it
out.

28Toman he said,
‘Behold, the fear of the Lord,‡ that is
wisdom.

To depart from evil is understanding.’ ”

29
1 Job again took up his parable, and said,

† 28:16: or, lapis lazuli ‡ 28:28: The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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2 “Oh that I were as in themonths of old,
as in the days when God watched over
me;

3when his lamp shone onmy head,
and by his light I walked through dark-
ness,

4as I was inmy prime,
when the friendship of God was in my
tent,

5when the Almighty was yet withme,
andmy children were aroundme,

6whenmy steps were washed with butter,
and the rock poured out streams of oil
for me,

7when I went out to the city gate,
when I preparedmy seat in the street.

8 The young men saw me and hid them-
selves.

The aged rose up and stood.
9The princes refrained from talking,

and laid their hand on their mouth.
10The voice of the nobles was hushed,

and their tongue stuck to the roof of
their mouth.

11 For when the ear heard me, then it
blessedme,

and when the eye saw me, it com-
mendedme,

12because I delivered the poor who cried,
and the fatherless also, whohadno one
to help him,

13 the blessing of him who was ready to
perish came onme,

and I caused the widow’s heart to sing
for joy.

14 I put on righteousness, and it clothedme.
My justice was as a robe and a diadem.

15 I was eyes to the blind,
and feet to the lame.

16 I was a father to the needy.
I researched the cause of him whom I
didn’t know.

17 I broke the jaws of the unrighteous
and plucked the prey out of his teeth.

18Then I said, ‘I will die in my own house,
I will count my days as the sand.

19My root is spread out to the waters.
The dew lies all night onmy branch.

20My glory is fresh inme.
My bow is renewed inmy hand.’

21 “Men listened to me, waited,
and kept silence for my counsel.

22After mywords they didn’t speak again.
My speech fell on them.

23They waited for me as for the rain.
Their mouths drank as with the spring
rain.

24 I smiled on themwhen they had no confi-
dence.

They didn’t reject the light of my face.
25 I chose out their way, and sat as chief.

I lived as a king in the army,
as one who comforts themourners.

30
1 “But now those who are younger than I

haveme in derision,
whose fathers I considered unworthy
to put withmy sheep dogs.

2Of what use is the strength of their hands
to me,

men in whom ripe age has perished?
3They are gaunt from lack and famine.

They gnaw the dry ground, in the
gloom of waste and desolation.

4They pluck salt herbs by the bushes.
The roots of the broom tree are their
food.

5They are driven out from amongst men.
They cry after them as after a thief,

6 so that they live in frightful valleys,
and in holes of the earth and of the
rocks.

7They bray amongst the bushes.
They are gathered together under the
nettles.

8They are children of fools, yes, children of
wickedmen.

They were flogged out of the land.
9 “Now I have become their song.

Yes, I am a byword to them.
10They abhorme, they standaloof fromme,

and don’t hesitate to spit in my face.
11 For he has untied his cord, and afflicted

me;
and they have thrown off restraint be-
fore me.

12Onmy right hand rise the rabble.
They thrust aside my feet.
They cast their ways of destruction up
against me.

13Theymarmy path.
They promote my destruction
without anyone’s help.

14As through a wide breach they come.
They roll themselves in amid the ruin.

15Terrors have turned onme.
They chase my honour as the wind.
Mywelfare has passed away as a cloud.

16 “Nowmy soul is poured out withinme.
Days of affliction have taken hold of
me.

17 In the night seasonmy bones are pierced
inme,

and the pains that gnaw me take no
rest.

18My garment is disfigured by great force.
It binds me about as the collar of my
tunic.

19He has cast me into themire.
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I have become like dust and ashes.
20 I cry to you, and you do not answerme.

I stand up, and you gaze at me.
21You have turned to be cruel to me.

With themight of your hand you perse-
cute me.

22 You lift me up to the wind, and drive me
with it.

You dissolve me in the storm.
23 For I know that you will bring me to

death,
to the house appointed for all living.

24 “However doesn’t one stretch out a hand
in his fall?

Or in his calamity therefore cry for
help?

25Didn’t Iweep forhimwhowas in trouble?
Wasn’t my soul grieved for the needy?

26When I looked for good, then evil came.
When Iwaited for light, darkness came.

27My heart is troubled, and doesn’t rest.
Days of affliction have come onme.

28 I go mourning without the sun.
I stand up in the assembly, and cry for
help.

29 I am a brother to jackals,
and a companion to ostriches.

30My skin grows black and peels fromme.
My bones are burnt with heat.

31Therefore my harp has turned to mourn-
ing,

andmypipe into the voice of thosewho
weep.

31
1 “I made a covenant withmy eyes;

how then should I look lustfully at a
young woman?

2For what is the portion from God above,
and the heritage from the Almighty on
high?

3 Is it not calamity to the unrighteous,
and disaster to theworkers of iniquity?

4Doesn’t he see myways,
and count all my steps?

5 “If I have walked with falsehood,
andmy foot has hurried to deceit

6 (let me be weighed in an even balance,
that Godmay knowmy integrity);

7 if my step has turned out of the way,
if my heart walked after my eyes,
if any defilement has stuck to my
hands,

8 then let me sow, and let another eat.
Yes, let the produce of my field be
rooted out.

9 “If my heart has been enticed to a woman,

and I have laid wait at my neighbour’s
door,

10 then let mywife grind for another,
and let others sleep with her.

11For that would be a heinous crime.
Yes, it would be an iniquity to be pun-
ished by the judges,

12 for it is a fire that consumes to destruc-
tion,

and would root out all my increase.
13 “If I have despised the cause of my male

servant
or of my female servant,
when they contended withme,

14what then will I do when God rises up?
Whenhevisits,whatwill I answerhim?

15 Didn’t he who made me in the womb
make him?

Didn’t one fashion us in the womb?
16 “If I have withheld the poor from their

desire,
or have caused the eyes of thewidow to
fail,

17or have eatenmymorsel alone,
and the fatherless has not eaten of it

18 (no, from my youth he grew up with me
as with a father,

I have guided her from my mother’s
womb);

19 if I have seen any perish for want of
clothing,

or that the needy had no covering;
20 if his heart hasn’t blessedme,

if he hasn’t been warmed with my
sheep’s fleece;

21 if I have lifted up my hand against the
fatherless,

because I sawmy help in the gate;
22 then let my shoulder fall from the shoul-

der blade,
andmy arm be broken from the bone.

23For calamity from God is a terror to me.
Because of his majesty, I can do noth-
ing.

24 “If I havemade goldmy hope,
and have said to the fine gold, ‘You are
my confidence;’

25 If I have rejoiced because my wealth was
great,

andbecausemyhandhadgottenmuch;
26 if I have seen the sun when it shined,

or themoonmoving in splendour,
27andmy heart has been secretly enticed,

and my hand threw a kiss from my
mouth;

28 this also would be an iniquity to be pun-
ished by the judges,

for I would have denied the Godwho is
above.

29 “If I have rejoiced at the destruction of
himwho hatedme,

or liftedupmyselfwhenevil foundhim
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30 (I have certainlynot allowedmymouth to
sin

by asking his life with a curse);
31 if the men of my tent have not said,

‘Who can find one who has not been
filled with his meat?’

32 (the foreigner has not camped in the
street,

but I have openedmy doors to the trav-
eller);

33 if like Adam I have coveredmy transgres-
sions,

by hidingmy iniquity inmy heart,
34because I feared the great multitude,

and the contempt of families terrified
me,

so that I kept silence, and didn’t go out
of the door—

35oh that I had one to hear me!
Behold, here is my signature! Let the
Almighty answerme!

Let the accuser write my indictment!
36 Surely I would carry it onmy shoulder,

and I would bind it to me as a crown.
37 I would declare to him the number of my

steps.
I would go near to him like a prince.

38 If my land cries out against me,
and its furrows weep together;

39 if I have eaten its fruits without money,
or have caused its owners to lose their
life,

40 let briers grow instead of wheat,
and stinkweed instead of barley.”

The words of Job are ended.

32
1So these threemenceased toanswer Job,

because he was righteous in his own eyes.
2 Then the wrath of Elihu the son of

Barachel, the Buzite, of the family of Ram,
was kindled against Job. His wrath was
kindled because he justified himself rather
than God.

3 Also his wrath was kindled against his
three friends, because they had found no
answer, and yet had condemned Job.

4 Now Elihu had waited to speak to Job,
because they were older than he.

5 When Elihu saw that there was no an-
swer in the mouth of these three men, his
wrath was kindled.

6 Elihu the son of Barachel the Buzite
answered,
“I am young, and you are very old.

Therefore I held back, and didn’t dare
show youmy opinion.

7 I said, ‘Days should speak,

and multitude of years should teach
wisdom.’

8But there is a spirit in man,
and the Spirit† of the Almighty gives
them understanding.

9 It is not the great who are wise,
nor the aged who understand justice.

10Therefore I said, ‘Listen to me;
I also will showmy opinion.’

11 “Behold, I waited for your words,
and I listened for your reasoning,
while you searched out what to say.

12Yes, I gave youmy full attention,
but there was no one who convinced
Job,

or who answered his words, amongst
you.

13Beware lest you say, ‘We have found wis-
dom.

Godmay refute him, not man;’
14 for he has not directed his words against

me;
neither will I answer him with your
speeches.

15“They are amazed. They answernomore.
They don’t have a word to say.

16 Shall I wait, because they don’t speak,
because they stand still, and answer no
more?

17 I also will answermy part,
and I also will showmy opinion.

18For I am full of words.
The spirit withinme constrains me.

19Behold,mybreast is aswinewhichhasno
vent;

like newwineskins it is ready to burst.
20 I will speak, that I may be refreshed.

I will openmy lips and answer.
21 Please don’t let me respect any man’s

person,
neitherwill I give flattering titles to any
man.

22 For I don’t know how to give flattering
titles,

or else my Maker would soon take me
away.

33
1 “However, Job, please hear my speech,

and listen to all mywords.
2 See now, I have openedmymouth.

My tongue has spoken inmymouth.
3Mywords will utter the uprightness of my

heart.
That which my lips know they will
speak sincerely.

4The Spirit of God has mademe,
† 32:8: or, breath
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and thebreathof theAlmightygivesme
life.

5 If you can, answerme.
Set yourwords in order beforeme, and
stand up.

6Behold, I am towards God even as you are.
I am also formed out of the clay.

7 Behold, my terror will not make you
afraid,

neither will my pressure be heavy on
you.

8 “Surely you have spoken inmy hearing,
I have heard the voice of your words,
saying,

9 ‘I am clean, without disobedience.
I am innocent, neither is there iniquity
inme.

10Behold, he finds occasions against me.
He counts me for his enemy.

11He puts my feet in the stocks.
Hemarks all my paths.’

12“Behold, Iwill answer you. In this you are
not just,

for God is greater thanman.
13Why do you strive against him,

because he doesn’t give account of any
of his matters?

14For God speaks once,
yes twice, though man pays no atten-
tion.

15 In a dream, in a vision of the night,
when deep sleep falls onmen,
in slumbering on the bed,

16 then he opens the ears of men,
and seals their instruction,

17 that he may withdrawman from his pur-
pose,

and hide pride fromman.
18He keeps back his soul from the pit,

and his life from perishing by the
sword.

19 “He is chastened also with pain on his
bed,

with continual strife in his bones,
20 so that his life abhors bread,

and his soul dainty food.
21His flesh is so consumedaway that it can’t

be seen.
His bones that were not seen stick out.

22Yes, his soul draws near to the pit,
and his life to the destroyers.

23 “If there is beside him an angel,
an interpreter, one amongst a thou-
sand,

to show tomanwhat is right for him,
24 then God is gracious to him, and says,

‘Deliverhimfromgoingdownto thepit,
I have found a ransom.’

25His flesh will be fresher than a child’s.
He returns to the days of his youth.

26He prays to God, and he is favourable to
him,

so that he sees his face with joy.
He restores to man his righteousness.

27He sings before men, and says,
‘I have sinned, and perverted that
which was right,

and it didn’t profit me.
28Hehas redeemedmy soul fromgoing into

the pit.
My life will see the light.’

29 “Behold, God does all these things,
twice, yes three times, with aman,

30 to bring back his soul from the pit,
that he may be enlightened with the
light of the living.

31Mark well, Job, and listen to me.
Hold your peace, and I will speak.

32 If you have anything to say, answerme.
Speak, for I desire to justify you.

33 If not, listen to me.
Hold your peace, and I will teach you
wisdom.”

34
1Moreover Elihu answered,

2 “Hearmywords, you wise men.
Give ear to me, you who have knowl-
edge.

3For the ear tries words,
as the palate tastes food.

4Let us choose for us that which is right.
Let us know amongst ourselves what is
good.

5For Job has said, ‘I am righteous,
God has taken awaymy right.

6Notwithstandingmy right I amconsidered
a liar.

My wound is incurable, though I am
without disobedience.’

7Whatman is like Job,
who drinks scorn like water,

8who goes in company with the workers of
iniquity,

and walks with wickedmen?
9For he has said, ‘It profits a man nothing

that he should delight himself with
God.’

10 “Therefore listen to me, you men of un-
derstanding:

far be it from God, that he should do
wickedness,

from the Almighty, that he should com-
mit iniquity.

11For thework of aman hewill give to him,
and cause every man to find according
to his ways.

12Yes surely, God will not do wickedly,
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neither will the Almighty pervert jus-
tice.

13Who put him in charge of the earth?
Or who has appointed him over the
whole world?

14 If he set his heart on himself,
if he gathered to himself his spirit and
his breath,

15all flesh would perish together,
andmanwould turn again to dust.

16 “If now you have understanding, hear
this.

Listen to the voice of mywords.
17 Should even one who hates justice gov-

ern?
Will you condemn him who is righ-
teous andmighty,

18who says to a king, ‘Vile!’
or to nobles, ‘Wicked!’?

19He doesn’t respect the persons of princes,
nor respect the rich more than the
poor,

for they all are the work of his hands.
20 In amoment they die, even at midnight.

The people are shaken and pass away.
The mighty are taken away without a
hand.

21 “For his eyes are on the ways of a man.
He sees all his goings.

22There is no darkness, nor thick gloom,
where theworkersof iniquitymayhide
themselves.

23 For he doesn’t need to consider a man
further,

that he should go before God in judge-
ment.

24He breaks mighty men in pieces in ways
past finding out,

and sets others in their place.
25 Therefore he takes knowledge of their

works.
He overturns them in the night, so that
they are destroyed.

26He strikes them as wickedmen
in the open sight of others;

27because they turnedaway fromfollowing
him,

andwouldn’t pay attention to anyof his
ways,

28 so that they caused the cry of the poor to
come to him.

He heard the cry of the afflicted.
29 When he gives quietness, who then can

condemn?
When he hides his face, who then can
see him?

He is over a nation or aman alike,
30 that the godless manmay not reign,

that there be no one to ensnare the
people.

31 “For has any said to God,
‘I am guilty, but I will not offend any
more.

32Teachme that which I don’t see.
If I have done iniquity, I will do it no
more’?

33 Shall his recompense be as you desire,
that you refuse it?

For youmust choose, and not I.
Therefore speak what you know.

34Men of understanding will tell me,
yes, every wise manwho hears me:

35 ‘Job speaks without knowledge.
His words are without wisdom.’

36 I wish that Job were tried to the end,
because of his answering like wicked
men.

37For he adds rebellion to his sin.
He claps his hands amongst us,
andmultiplies his words against God.”

35
1Moreover Elihu answered,

2 “Do you think this to be your right,
or do you say, ‘My righteousness is
more than God’s,’

3 that you ask, ‘What advantage will it be to
you?

What profit will I have, more than if I
had sinned?’

4 I will answer you,
and your companions with you.

5Look to the skies, and see.
See the skies, which are higher than
you.

6 If you have sinned, what effect do you
have against him?

If your transgressions are multiplied,
what do you do to him?

7 If youarerighteous,whatdoyougivehim?
Or what does he receive from your
hand?

8 Your wickedness may hurt a man as you
are,

and your righteousness may profit a
son of man.

9 “By reason of themultitude of oppressions
they cry out.

They cry for help by reason of the arm
of themighty.

10But no one says, ‘Where is GodmyMaker,
who gives songs in the night,

11who teaches us more than the animals of
the earth,

and makes us wiser than the birds of
the sky?’

12There they cry, but no one answers,
because of the pride of evil men.

13 Surely God will not hear an empty cry,
neither will the Almighty regard it.
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14 How much less when you say you don’t
see him.

The cause is before him, and you wait
for him!

15But now, because he has not visited in his
anger,

neither does he greatly regard arro-
gance,

16 therefore Job opens his mouth with
empty talk,

and he multiplies words without
knowledge.”

36
1Elihu also continued, and said,

2 “Bearwithme a little, and I will show you;
for I still havesomething to sayonGod’s
behalf.

3 I will get my knowledge from afar,
and will ascribe righteousness to my
Maker.

4For truly mywords are not false.
Onewho isperfect inknowledge iswith
you.

5 “Behold, God is mighty, and doesn’t de-
spise anyone.

He ismighty in strength of understand-
ing.

6He doesn’t preserve the life of the wicked,
but gives justice to the afflicted.

7 He doesn’t withdraw his eyes from the
righteous,

but with kings on the throne,
he sets them forever, and they are ex-
alted.

8 If they are bound in fetters,
and are taken in the cords of afflictions,

9 then he shows them their work,
and their transgressions, that they
have behaved themselves proudly.

10He also opens their ears to instruction,
and commands that they return from
iniquity.

11 If they listen and serve him,
theywill spend their days inprosperity,
and their years in pleasures.

12But if they don’t listen, theywill perish by
the sword;

they will die without knowledge.

13 “But thosewhoare godless in heart lay up
anger.

They don’t cry for help when he binds
them.

14They die in youth.
Their life perishes amongst the un-
clean.

15 He delivers the afflicted by their afflic-
tion,

and opens their ear in oppression.

16 Yes, he would have allured you out of
distress,

into a wide place, where there is no
restriction.

That which is set on your table would
be full of fatness.

17 “But you are full of the judgement of the
wicked.

Judgement and justice take hold of you.
18Don’t let riches entice you to wrath,

neither let the great size of a bribe turn
you aside.

19 Would your wealth sustain you in dis-
tress,

or all the might of your strength?
20Don’t desire the night,

when people are cut off in their place.
21Take heed, don’t regard iniquity;

for you have chosen this rather than
affliction.

22Behold, God is exalted in his power.
Who is a teacher like him?

23Who has prescribed his way for him?
Or who can say, ‘You have committed
unrighteousness’?

24 “Remember that youmagnify his work,
about whichmen have sung.

25All men have looked on it.
Man sees it afar off.

26 Behold, God is great, and we don’t know
him.

The number of his years is unsearch-
able.

27For he draws up the drops of water,
which distill in rain from his vapour,

28which the skies pour down
andwhich drop onman abundantly.

29 Indeed, can anyone understand the
spreading of the clouds

and the thunderings of his pavilion?
30Behold, he spreads his light around him.

He covers the bottom of the sea.
31For by these he judges the people.

He gives food in abundance.
32He covers his hands with the lightning,

and commands it to strike themark.
33 Its noise tells about him,

and the livestock also, concerning the
storm that comes up.

37
1 “Yes, at this my heart trembles,

and is moved out of its place.
2Hear, oh, hear the noise of his voice,

the sound that goes out of his mouth.
3He sends it out under the whole sky,

and his lightning to the ends of the
earth.

4After it a voice roars.
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He thunders with the voice of his
majesty.

He doesn’t hold back anything when
his voice is heard.

5God thundersmarvellouslywith his voice.
He does great things, which we can’t
comprehend.

6For he says to the snow, ‘Fall on the earth,’
likewise to the shower of rain,
and to the showers of his mighty rain.

7He seals up the hand of everyman,
that all men whom he has made may
know it.

8Then the animals take cover,
and remain in their dens.

9Out of its room comes the storm,
and cold out of the north.

10By the breath of God, ice is given,
and the width of the waters is frozen.

11 Yes, he loads the thick cloud with mois-
ture.

He spreads abroad the cloud of his
lightning.

12 It is turned around by his guidance,
that they may do whatever he com-
mands them

on the surface of the habitable world,
13 whether it is for correction, or for his

land,
or for loving kindness, that he causes it
to come.

14 “Listen to this, Job.
Stand still, and consider the wondrous
works of God.

15Do you know how God controls them,
and causes the lightning of his cloud to
shine?

16Do you know the workings of the clouds,
thewondrousworks of himwho is per-
fect in knowledge?

17Youwhose clothing is warm
when the earth is still by reason of the
south wind?

18Can you, with him, spread out the sky,
which is strong as a cast metal mirror?

19Teach us what we will tell him,
forwe can’tmake our case by reason of
darkness.

20Will it be told him that I would speak?
Or should a man wish that he were
swallowed up?

21 Now men don’t see the light which is
bright in the skies,

but the wind passes, and clears them.
22Out of the north comes golden splendour.

With God is awesomemajesty.
23We can’t reach the Almighty.

He is exalted in power.
In justice and great righteousness, he
will not oppress.

24Therefore men revere him.
He doesn’t regard any who are wise of
heart.”

38
1 Then the LORD answered Job out of the

whirlwind,
2 “Who is this who darkens counsel

by words without knowledge?
3Brace yourself like aman,

for Iwill questionyou, thenyouanswer
me!

4 “Where were you when I laid the founda-
tions of the earth?

Declare, if you have understanding.
5 Who determined its measures, if you

know?
Or who stretched the line on it?

6What were its foundations fastened on?
Or who laid its cornerstone,

7when themorning stars sang together,
and all the sons of God shouted for joy?

8 “Orwho shut up the sea with doors,
when it broke out of the womb,

9when I made clouds its garment,
and wrapped it in thick darkness,

10marked out for it my bound,
set bars and doors,

11 and said, ‘You may come here, but no
further.

Your proud waves shall be stopped
here’?

12 “Have you commanded the morning in
your days,

and caused the dawn to know its place,
13 that it might take hold of the ends of the

earth,
and shake the wicked out of it?

14 It is changed as clay under the seal,
and presented as a garment.

15From the wicked, their light is withheld.
The high arm is broken.

16 “Have you entered into the springs of the
sea?

Or have you walked in the recesses of
the deep?

17Have the gates of death been revealed to
you?

Or have you seen the gates of the
shadow of death?

18Have you comprehended the earth in its
width?

Declare, if you know it all.

19 “What is the way to the dwelling of light?
As for darkness, where is its place,

20 that you should take it to its bound,
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that you should discern the paths to its
house?

21Surely you know, for youwere born then,
and the number of your days is great!

22Have you entered the storehouses of the
snow,

or have you seen the storehouses of the
hail,

23which I have reserved against the time of
trouble,

against the day of battle and war?
24Bywhat way is the lightning distributed,

or the eastwind scattered on the earth?

25Whohas cut a channel for thefloodwater,
or the path for the thunderstorm,

26 to cause it to rain on a landwhere there is
noman,

on the wilderness, in which there is no
man,

27 to satisfy the waste and desolate ground,
to cause the tender grass to grow?

28Does the rain have a father?
Or who fathers the drops of dew?

29Whose womb did the ice come out of?
Who has given birth to the grey frost of
the sky?

30The waters become hard like stone,
when the surface of the deep is frozen.

31 “Can you bind the cluster of the Pleiades,
or loosen the cords of Orion?

32 Can you lead the constellations out in
their season?

Or can you guide the Bear with her
cubs?

33Do you know the laws of the heavens?
Canyou establish its dominionover the
earth?

34 “Can you lift up your voice to the clouds,
that abundance of waters may cover
you?

35 Can you send out lightnings, that they
may go?

Do they report to you, ‘Here we are’?
36Whohasputwisdom in the inwardparts?

Or who has given understanding to the
mind?

37Who can count the clouds by wisdom?
Or who can pour out the containers of
the sky,

38when the dust runs into amass,
and the clods of earth stick together?

39 “Can you hunt the prey for the lioness,
or satisfy the appetite of the young li-
ons,

40when they crouch in their dens,
and lie in wait in the thicket?

41Who provides for the raven his prey,
when his young ones cry to God,

and wander for lack of food?

39
1“Doyouknowthe timewhen themountain

goats give birth?
Do you watch when the doe bears
fawns?

2Can you count themonths that they fulfil?
Or do you know the time when they
give birth?

3 They bow themselves. They bear their
young.

They end their labour pains.
4Their young ones become strong.

They grow up in the open field.
They go out, and don’t return again.

5 “Who has set the wild donkey free?
Or who has loosened the bonds of the
swift donkey,

6whose home I havemade the wilderness,
and the salt land his dwelling place?

7He scorns the tumult of the city,
neitherdoeshehear the shoutingof the
driver.

8The range of themountains is his pasture.
He searches after every green thing.

9 “Will the wild ox be content to serve you?
Or will he stay by your feeding trough?

10 Can you hold the wild ox in the furrow
with his harness?

Or will he till the valleys after you?
11Will you trust him, becausehis strength is

great?
Or will you leave to him your labour?

12Will you confide in him, that hewill bring
home your seed,

and gather the grain of your threshing
floor?

13 “The wings of the ostrich wave proudly,
but are they the feathers and plumage
of love?

14For she leaves her eggs on the earth,
warms them in the dust,

15and forgets that the footmay crush them,
or that the wild animal may trample
them.

16She deals harshlywith her young ones, as
if they were not hers.

Though her labour is in vain, she is
without fear,

17becauseGodhas deprivedher ofwisdom,
neither has he imparted to her under-
standing.

18When she lifts up herself on high,
she scorns the horse and his rider.

19 “Have you given the horse might?
Have you clothed his neck with a quiv-
eringmane?



Job 39:20 458 Job 41:6

20Have youmade him to leap as a locust?
The glory of his snorting is awesome.

21He paws in the valley, and rejoices in his
strength.

He goes out to meet the armedmen.
22Hemocks at fear, and is not dismayed,

neither does he turn back from the
sword.

23The quiver rattles against him,
the flashing spear and the javelin.

24Heeatsup thegroundwithfierceness and
rage,

neither does he stand still at the sound
of the trumpet.

25As often as the trumpet sounds he snorts,
‘Aha!’

He smells the battle afar off,
the thunder of the captains, and the
shouting.

26 “Is it by yourwisdom that the hawk soars,
and stretches her wings towards the
south?

27 Is it at your command that the eagle
mounts up,

andmakes his nest on high?
28 On the cliff he dwells and makes his

home,
on the point of the cliff and the
stronghold.

29From there he spies out the prey.
His eyes see it afar off.

30His young ones also suck up blood.
Where the slain are, there he is.”

40
1Moreover the LORD answered Job,

2 “Shall he who argues contend with the
Almighty?

He who argues with God, let him an-
swer it.”

3Then Job answered the LORD,
4 “Behold, I am of small account. What will

I answer you?
I laymy hand onmymouth.

5 I have spoken once, and I will not answer;
Yes, twice, but I will proceed no fur-
ther.”

6 Then the LORD answered Job out of the
whirlwind:
7 “Now brace yourself like aman.

Iwill questionyou, andyouwill answer
me.

8Will you even annul my judgement?
Will you condemnme, that youmay be
justified?

9Or do you have an arm like God?
Can you thunder with a voice like him?

10 “Now deck yourself with excellency and
dignity.

Array yourself with honour and
majesty.

11Pour out the fury of your anger.
Look at everyone who is proud, and
bring him low.

12Look at everyonewho is proud, andhum-
ble him.

Crush the wicked in their place.
13Hide them in the dust together.

Bind their faces in the hidden place.
14Then I will also admit to you

that your own right hand can save you.

15“Seenowbehemoth,which Imadeaswell
as you.

He eats grass as an ox.
16Look now, his strength is in his thighs.

His force is in themuscles of his belly.
17Hemoves his tail like a cedar.

The sinews of his thighs are knit to-
gether.

18His bones are like tubes of bronze.
His limbs are like bars of iron.

19He is the chief of the ways of God.
Hewhomade him gives him his sword.

20 Surely the mountains produce food for
him,

where all the animals of the field play.
21He lies under the lotus trees,

in the covert of the reed, and themarsh.
22The lotuses cover himwith their shade.

Thewillowsof thebrooksurroundhim.
23 Behold, if a river overflows, he doesn’t

tremble.
He is confident, though the Jordan
swells even to his mouth.

24 Shall any take him when he is on the
watch,

or pierce through his nose with a
snare?

41
1 “Can you draw out Leviathan† with a fish

hook,
or press down his tongue with a cord?

2Can you put a rope into his nose,
or pierce his jaw through with a hook?

3Will hemakemany petitions to you,
or will he speak soft words to you?

4Will hemake a covenant with you,
that you should take him for a servant
forever?

5Will you play with him as with a bird?
Or will you bind him for your girls?

6Will traders barter for him?
† 41:1: Leviathan is a name for a crocodile or similar creature.
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Will they part him amongst the mer-
chants?

7Can you fill his skin with barbed irons,
or his head with fish spears?

8Lay your hand on him.
Remember the battle, and do so no
more.

9Behold, the hope of him is in vain.
Won’t one be cast down even at the
sight of him?

10None is so fierce that he dare stir him up.
Who then is he who can stand before
me?

11Who has first given to me, that I should
repay him?

Everything under the heavens is mine.

12 “I will not keep silence concerning his
limbs,

nor his mighty strength, nor his goodly
frame.

13Who can strip off his outer garment?
Whowill comewithin his jaws?

14Who can open the doors of his face?
Around his teeth is terror.

15 Strong scales are his pride,
shut up together with a close seal.

16One is so near to another,
that no air can come between them.

17They are joined to one another.
They stick together, so that they can’t be
pulled apart.

18His sneezing flashes out light.
His eyes are like the eyelids of the
morning.

19Out of his mouth go burning torches.
Sparks of fire leap out.

20Out of his nostrils a smoke goes,
as of a boiling pot over a fire of reeds.

21His breath kindles coals.
A flame goes out of his mouth.

22There is strength in his neck.
Terror dances before him.

23The flakes of his flesh are joined together.
They are firm on him.
They can’t be moved.

24His heart is as firm as a stone,
yes, firm as the lowermillstone.

25Whenheraiseshimselfup, themightyare
afraid.

They retreat before his thrashing.
26 If one attacks himwith the sword, it can’t

prevail;
nor the spear, the dart, nor the pointed
shaft.

27He counts iron as straw,
and bronze as rotten wood.

28The arrow can’t make him flee.
Sling stones are like chaff to him.

29Clubs are counted as stubble.

He laughs at the rushing of the javelin.
30His undersides are like sharp potsherds,

leaving a trail in the mud like a thresh-
ing sledge.

31Hemakes the deep to boil like a pot.
Hemakes the sea like a pot of ointment.

32Hemakes a path shine after him.
One would think the deep had white
hair.

33On earth there is not his equal,
that is made without fear.

34He sees everything that is high.
He is king over all the sons of pride.”

42
1Then Job answered the LORD:

2 “I know that you can do all things,
and that no purpose of yours can be
restrained.

3You asked, ‘Who is this who hides counsel
without knowledge?’

therefore I have uttered that which I
didn’t understand,

things too wonderful for me, which I
didn’t know.

4You said, ‘Listen, now, and I will speak;
Iwill questionyou, andyouwill answer
me.’

5 I had heard of you by the hearing of the
ear,

but nowmy eye sees you.
6Therefore I abhormyself,

and repent in dust and ashes.”
7 Itwas so, that after theLORDhadspoken

thesewords to Job, the LORD said to Eliphaz
the Temanite, “Mywrath is kindled against
you, and against your two friends; for you
havenot spokenofme the thing that is right,
as my servant Job has.

8Now therefore, take to yourselves seven
bulls and seven rams, and go to my servant
Job, and offer up for yourselves a burnt
offering; and my servant Job shall pray for
you, for I will accept him, that I not deal
with you according to your folly. For you
havenot spokenofme the thing that is right,
as my servant Job has.”

9 So Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the
Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite went
and did what the LORD commanded them,
and the LORD accepted Job.

10 The LORD restored Job’s prosperity
when he prayed for his friends. The LORD
gave Job twice as much as he had before.

11Then all his brothers, all his sisters, and
all those who had been of his acquaintance
before, came to himand ate breadwith him
in his house. They comforted him, and con-
soled him concerning all the evil that the
LORD had brought on him. Everyone also
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gave him a piece ofmoney,† and everyone a
ring of gold.

12 So the LORD blessed the latter end of
Job more than his beginning. He had four-
teen thousand sheep, six thousand camels,
one thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand
female donkeys.

13 He had also seven sons and three
daughters.

14 He called the name of the first,
Jemimah; and the name of the second,
Keziah; and the name of the third, Keren
Happuch.

15 In all the land were no women found
so beautiful as the daughters of Job. Their
father gave them an inheritance amongst
their brothers.

16 After this Job lived one hundred and
forty years, and saw his sons, and his sons’
sons, to four generations.

17 So Job died, being old and full of days.

† 42:11: literally, kesitah, a unit of money, probably silver
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The Psalms
BOOK 1

1
1Blessed is themanwhodoesn’t walk in the

counsel of the wicked,
nor stand on the path of sinners,
nor sit in the seat of scoffers;

2but his delight is in the LORD’s† law.
On his law hemeditates day and night.

3 He will be like a tree planted by the
streams of water,

that produces its fruit in its season,
whose leaf also does not wither.
Whatever he does shall prosper.

4The wicked are not so,
but are like the chaff which the wind
drives away.

5Therefore thewicked shall not stand in the
judgement,

nor sinners in the congregation of the
righteous.

6 For the LORD knows the way of the righ-
teous,

but the way of the wicked shall perish.

2
1Why do the nations rage,

and the peoples plot a vain thing?
2The kings of the earth take a stand,

and the rulers take counsel together,
against the LORD, and against his
Anointed,† saying,

3 “Let’s break their bonds apart,
and cast their cords from us.”

4Hewho sits in the heavens will laugh.
The Lord‡will have them in derision.

5Then he will speak to them in his anger,
and terrify them in his wrath:

6 “Yet I have set my King on my holy hill of
Zion.”

7 I will tell of the decree:
The LORD said to me, “You aremy son.

Today I have become your father.
8 Ask of me, and I will give the nations for

your inheritance,
the uttermost parts of the earth for
your possession.

9You shall break themwith a rod of iron.
You shall dash them in pieces like a
potter’s vessel.”

10Now therefore be wise, you kings.
Be instructed, you judges of the earth.

11 Serve the LORDwith fear,
and rejoice with trembling.

12 Give sincere homage to the Son,§ lest he
be angry, and you perish on the way,

for his wrath will soon be kindled.
Blessed are all thosewho take refuge in
him.

3
A Psalm by David, when he fled from Absa-
lom his son.
1 LORD, how my adversaries have in-

creased!
Many are thosewho rise up againstme.

2Many there are who say of my soul,
“There is no help for him in God.”†

Selah.
3But you, LORD, are a shield aroundme,

my glory, and the one who lifts up my
head.

4 I cry to the LORDwithmy voice,
and he answers me out of his holy hill.

Selah.
5 I laid myself down and slept.

I awakened, for the LORD sustains me.
6 I will not be afraid of tens of thousands of

people
who have set themselves againstme on
every side.

7Arise, LORD!
Saveme, my God!

For you have struck all of my enemies on
the cheek bone.

You have broken the teeth of the
wicked.

8 Salvation belongs to the LORD.
May your blessing be on your people.

Selah.

4
For the Chief Musician; on stringed instru-
ments. A Psalm by David.
1 Answer me when I call, God of my righ-

teousness.
Give me relief frommy distress.
Have mercy on me, and hear my
prayer.

2 You sons of men, how long shall my glory
be turned into dishonour?

Will you love vanity and seek after
falsehood?

Selah.
3 But know that the LORD has set apart for

himself himwho is godly;
The LORDwill hear when I call to him.

4 Stand in awe, and don’t sin.
Search your own heart on your bed,
and be still.

Selah.
5Offer the sacrifices of righteousness.

† 1:2: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew
,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). † 2:2: The word “Anointed” is the same as the word for “Messiah” or “Christ”
‡ 2:4: The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” § 2:12: or, Kiss the son † 3:2: The Hebrew word rendered “God”
is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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Put your trust in the LORD.
6Many say, “Whowill show us any good?”

LORD, let the light of your face shine on
us.

7You have put gladness in my heart,
more than when their grain and their
newwine are increased.

8 In peace I will both lay myself down and
sleep,

for you alone, LORD, make me live in
safety.

5
For the Chief Musician, with the flutes. A
Psalm by David.
1Give ear to mywords, LORD.

Consider mymeditation.
2Listen to the voice of my cry, my King and

my God,
for I pray to you.

3 LORD, in the morning you will hear my
voice.

In the morning I will lay my requests
before you, and will watch expec-
tantly.

4For you are not a Godwho has pleasure in
wickedness.

Evil can’t live with you.
5The arrogant will not stand in your sight.

You hate all workers of iniquity.
6Youwill destroy those who speak lies.

The LORD abhors the bloodthirsty and
deceitful man.

7 But as for me, in the abundance of your
loving kindness I will come into your
house.

I will bow towards your holy temple in
reverence of you.

8 Lead me, LORD, in your righteousness
because of my enemies.

Make yourway straight beforemy face.
9For there is no faithfulness in theirmouth.

Their heart is destruction.
Their throat is an open tomb.
They flatter with their tongue.

10Hold them guilty, God.
Let them fall by their own counsels.

Thrust them out in the multitude of their
transgressions,

for they have rebelled against you.
11 But let all those who take refuge in you

rejoice.
Let them always shout for joy, because
you defend them.

Let themalsowho love your name be joyful
in you.

12For you will bless the righteous.
LORD, you will surround him with favour

as with a shield.

6
For the Chief Musician; on stringed instru-
ments, upon the eight-stringed lyre. A
Psalm by David.
1LORD, don’t rebukeme in your anger,

neither discipline me in your wrath.
2Havemercy onme, LORD, for I am faint.

LORD, heal me, for my bones are trou-
bled.

3My soul is also in great anguish.
But you, LORD—how long?

4Return, LORD. Deliver my soul,
and save me for your loving kindness’
sake.

5For in death there is nomemory of you.
In Sheol,†who shall give you thanks?

6 I amweary withmy groaning.
Every night I floodmy bed.
I drenchmy couch withmy tears.

7My eye wastes away because of grief.
It grows old because of all my adver-
saries.

8 Depart from me, all you workers of iniq-
uity,

for the LORD has heard the voice of my
weeping.

9The LORD has heardmy supplication.
The LORD accepts my prayer.

10May all my enemies be ashamed and dis-
mayed.

They shall turn back, they shall be dis-
graced suddenly.

7
AmeditationbyDavid,whichhe sang to the
LORD, concerning the words of Cush, the
Benjamite.
1LORD, my God, I take refuge in you.

Saveme from all thosewho pursueme,
and deliver me,

2 lest they tear apart my soul like a lion,
ripping it in pieces, while there is no
one to deliver.

3LORD, my God, if I have done this,
if there is iniquity inmy hands,

4 if I have rewarded evil to him who was at
peace withme

(yes, I have plundered him who with-
out cause wasmy adversary),

5 let the enemy pursue my soul, and
overtake it;

yes, let him treadmy life down to the earth,
and laymy glory in the dust.

Selah.
6Arise, LORD, in your anger.

Lift up yourself against the rage of my
adversaries.

Awake forme. Youhavecommanded judge-
ment.

† 6:5: Sheol is the place of the dead.
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7 Let the congregation of the peoples
surround you.

Rule over them on high.
8 The LORD administers judgement to the

peoples.
Judge me, LORD, according to my righ-
teousness,

and to my integrity that is in me.
9Oh let the wickedness of the wicked come

to an end,
but establish the righteous;
theirminds and hearts are searched by
the righteous God.

10My shield is with God,
who saves the upright in heart.

11God is a righteous judge,
yes, a God who has indignation every
day.

12 If a man doesn’t repent, he will sharpen
his sword;

he has bent and strung his bow.
13He has also prepared for himself the in-

struments of death.
Hemakes ready his flaming arrows.

14Behold,† he travails with iniquity.
Yes, he has conceivedmischief,
and brought out falsehood.

15He has dug a hole,
and has fallen into the pit which he
made.

16 The trouble he causes shall return to his
own head.

His violence shall come down on the
crown of his own head.

17 I will give thanks to the LORD according
to his righteousness,

and will sing praise to the name of the
LORDMost High.

8
For the ChiefMusician; on an instrument of
Gath. A Psalm by David.
1 LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your

name in all the earth!
Youhave set your glory above theheav-
ens!

2 From the lips of babes and infants you
have established strength,

because of your adversaries, that you
might silence the enemy and the
avenger.

3When I consider your heavens, the work
of your fingers,

themoonand the stars,whichyouhave
ordained,

4what is man, that you think of him?
What is the son of man, that you care
for him?

5For you havemade him a little lower than
the angels,†

and crowned him with glory and hon-
our.

6Youmakehimrulerover theworksof your
hands.

You have put all things under his feet:
7All sheep and cattle,

yes, and the animals of the field,
8 the birds of the sky, the fish of the sea,
andwhatever passes through the paths
of the seas.

9LORD, our Lord,
how majestic is your name in all the
earth!

9
For the Chief Musician. Set to “The Death of
the Son.” A Psalm by David.
1 I will give thanks to the LORD with my

whole heart.
I will tell of all yourmarvellous works.

2 I will be glad and rejoice in you.
I will sing praise to your name, O Most
High.

3Whenmy enemies turn back,
they stumble and perish in your pres-
ence.

4For you havemaintainedmy just cause.
You sit on the throne judging righ-
teously.

5You have rebuked the nations.
You have destroyed the wicked.
You have blotted out their name for-
ever and ever.

6The enemy is overtaken by endless ruin.
The very memory of the cities which
you have overthrown has perished.

7But the LORD reigns forever.
He has prepared his throne for judge-
ment.

8Hewill judge the world in righteousness.
He will administer judgement to the
peoples in uprightness.

9The LORDwill also be a high tower for the
oppressed;

a high tower in times of trouble.
10Thosewhoknowyournamewill put their

trust in you,
for you, LORD, have not forsaken those
who seek you.

11 Sing praises to the LORD, who dwells in
Zion,

and declare amongst the people what
he has done.

12 For he who avenges blood remembers
them.

Hedoesn’t forget the cryof theafflicted.

† 7:14: “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
† 8:5: Hebrew: Elohim. The word Elohim, used here, usually means “God”, but can also mean “gods”, “princes”, or
“angels”. The Septuagint reads “angels” here. See also the quote from the Septuagint in Hebrews 2:7.
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13Havemercy onme, LORD.
Seemy affliction by thosewho hateme,

and lift me up from the gates of death,
14 that I may show all of your praise.
I will rejoice in your salvation in the
gates of the daughter of Zion.

15 The nations have sunk down in the pit
that theymade.

In the net which they hid, their own
foot is taken.

16The LORD hasmade himself known.
He has executed judgement.
Thewicked is snared by thework of his
own hands.

Meditation. Selah.
17Thewicked shall be turnedback toSheol,†

even all the nations that forget God.
18 For the needy shall not always be forgot-

ten,
nor the hope of the poor perish forever.

19Arise, LORD! Don’t let man prevail.
Let the nations be judged in your sight.

20Put them in fear, LORD.
Let the nations know that they are only
men.

Selah.

10
1Why do you stand far off, LORD?

Why do you hide yourself in times of
trouble?

2 In arrogance, the wicked hunt down the
weak.

They are caught in the schemes that
they devise.

3 For the wicked boasts of his heart’s crav-
ings.

He blesses the greedy and condemns
the LORD.

4The wicked, in the pride of his face,
has no room in his thoughts for God.

5His ways are prosperous at all times.
He is arrogant, and your laws are far
from his sight.

As for all his adversaries, he sneers at them.
6 He says in his heart, “I shall not be
shaken.

For generations I shall have no trou-
ble.”

7 His mouth is full of cursing, deceit, and
oppression.

Under his tongue is mischief and iniq-
uity.

8He lies in wait near the villages.
From ambushes, he murders the inno-
cent.

His eyes are secretly set against the help-
less.

9He lurks in secret as a lion in his ambush.
He lies in wait to catch the helpless.

He catches the helpless when he draws
him in his net.

10The helpless are crushed.
They collapse.
They fall under his strength.

11He says in his heart, “God has forgotten.
He hides his face.
He will never see it.”

12Arise, LORD!
God, lift up your hand!
Don’t forget the helpless.

13 Why does the wicked person condemn
God,

and say in his heart, “Godwon’t call me
into account”?

14But you do see trouble and grief.
You consider it to take it into yourhand.
You help the victim and the fatherless.

15Break the arm of the wicked.
As for the evilman, seekouthiswicked-
ness until you find none.

16The LORD is King forever and ever!
The nations will perish out of his land.

17 LORD, you have heard the desire of the
humble.

You will prepare their heart.
You will cause your ear to hear,
18 to judge the fatherless and the op-
pressed,

thatmanwho is of theearthmay terrify
nomore.

11
For the Chief Musician. By David.
1 In the LORD, I take refuge.

How can you say to my soul, “Flee as a
bird to yourmountain”?

2For, behold, the wicked bend their bows.
They set their arrows on the strings,
that they may shoot in darkness at the
upright in heart.

3 If the foundations are destroyed,
what can the righteous do?

4The LORD is in his holy temple.
The LORD is on his throne in heaven.

His eyes observe.
His eyes examine the children of men.

5The LORD examines the righteous,
but his soul hates the wicked and him
who loves violence.

6On the wicked he will rain blazing coals;
fire, sulphur, and scorching wind shall
be the portion of their cup.

7For the LORD is righteous.
He loves righteousness.
The upright shall see his face.

12
For the Chief Musician; upon an eight-
stringed lyre. A Psalm of David.

† 9:17: Sheol is the place of the dead.
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1Help, LORD; for the godly man ceases.
For the faithful fail from amongst the
children of men.

2Everyone lies to his neighbour.
They speak with flattering lips, and
with a double heart.

3May the LORD cut off all flattering lips,
and the tongue that boasts,

4who have said, “With our tongue we will
prevail.

Our lips are our own.
Who is lord over us?”

5 “Because of the oppression of the weak
and because of the groaning of the
needy,

I will now arise,” says the LORD;
“I will set him in safety from those who

malign him.”
6The LORD’s words are flawless words,

as silver refined in a clay furnace, puri-
fied seven times.

7Youwill keep them, LORD.
Youwill preserve themfromthis gener-
ation forever.

8The wicked walk on every side,
when what is vile is exalted amongst
the sons of men.

13
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David.
1How long, LORD?

Will you forget me forever?
How long will you hide your face from
me?

2How long shall I take counsel in my soul,
having sorrow inmy heart every day?
Howlongshallmyenemy triumphover
me?

3Behold, and answerme, LORD, my God.
Give light to my eyes, lest I sleep in
death;

4 lest my enemy say, “I have prevailed
against him;”

lest my adversaries rejoice when I fall.

5But I trust in your loving kindness.
My heart rejoices in your salvation.

6 I will sing to the LORD,
because he has been good tome.

14
For the Chief Musician. By David.
1The fool has said in his heart, “There is no

God.”
They are corrupt.
They have done abominable deeds.
There is no one who does good.

2 The LORD looked down from heaven on
the children of men,

to see if there were any who under-
stood,

who sought after God.

3They have all gone aside.
They have together become corrupt.
There is no one who does good, no, not
one.

4Have all theworkers of iniquity no knowl-
edge,

whoeatupmypeople as theyeatbread,
and don’t call on the LORD?

5There they were in great fear,
for God is in the generation of the righ-
teous.

6You frustrate the plan of the poor,
because the LORD is his refuge.

7Oh that the salvation of Israel would come
out of Zion!

When the LORD restores the fortunes
of his people,

then Jacob shall rejoice, and Israel shall
be glad.

15
A Psalm by David.
1LORD, who shall dwell in your sanctuary?

Who shall live on your holy hill?
2He who walks blamelessly and does what

is right,
and speaks truth in his heart;

3he who doesn’t slander with his tongue,
nor does evil to his friend,
nor casts slurs against his fellowman;

4 in whose eyes a vile man is despised,
but who honours those who fear the
LORD;

he who keeps an oath even when it
hurts, and doesn’t change;

5 he who doesn’t lend out his money for
usury,

nor take a bribe against the innocent.

He who does these things shall never be
shaken.

16
A Poem by David.
1Preserveme, God, for I take refuge in you.
2My soul, you have said to the LORD, “You

aremy Lord.
Apart from you I have no good thing.”

3As for the saints who are in the earth,
they are the excellent ones in whom is
all my delight.

4Their sorrows shall bemultipliedwhogive
gifts to another god.

Their drink offerings of blood I will not
offer,

nor take their names onmy lips.
5 The LORD assigned my portion and my

cup.
Youmademy lot secure.

6 The lines have fallen to me in pleasant
places.
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Yes, I have a good inheritance.
7 I will bless the LORD, who has given me

counsel.
Yes, my heart instructs me in the night
seasons.

8 I have set the LORD always before me.
Because he is at my right hand, I shall
not bemoved.

9Thereforemyheart is glad, andmy tongue
rejoices.

My body shall also dwell in safety.
10For you will not leavemy soul in Sheol,†

neither will you allow your holy one to
see corruption.

11Youwill showme the path of life.
In your presence is fullness of joy.

In your right hand there are pleasures for-
ever more.

17
A Prayer by David.
1Hear, LORD, my righteous plea.

Give ear to my prayer that doesn’t go
out of deceitful lips.

2 Let my sentence come out of your pres-
ence.

Let your eyes look on equity.
3You have provedmy heart.

You have visitedme in the night.
You have triedme, and found nothing.
I have resolved thatmymouth shall not
disobey.

4 As for the deeds of men, by the word of
your lips,

I have keptmyself from theways of the
violent.

5My steps have held fast to your paths.
My feet have not slipped.

6 I have called on you, for you will answer
me, God.

Turn your ear to me.
Hear my speech.

7 Show yourmarvellous loving kindness,
youwho save those who take refuge by
your right hand from their enemies.

8Keepme as the apple of your eye.
Hide me under the shadow of your
wings,

9 from the wicked who oppress me,
my deadly enemies, who surroundme.

10They close up their callous hearts.
With their mouth they speak proudly.

11 They have now surrounded us in our
steps.

They set their eyes to cast us down to
the earth.

12He is like a lion that is greedy of his prey,
as it were a young lion lurking in secret
places.

13Arise, LORD, confront him.

Cast him down.
Deliver my soul from the wicked by your

sword,
14 frommen by your hand, LORD,
from men of the world, whose portion
is in this life.

You fill the belly of your cherished ones.
Your sons have plenty,
and they store up wealth for their chil-
dren.

15 As for me, I shall see your face in righ-
teousness.

I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with
seeing your form.

18
For the Chief Musician. By David the ser-
vant of the LORD, who spoke to the LORD
the words of this song in the day that the
LORD delivered him from the hand of all
his enemies, and from the hand of Saul. He
said,
1 I love you, LORD, my strength.
2The LORD is my rock, my fortress, andmy

deliverer;
my God, my rock, in whom I take
refuge;

my shield, and the horn of my salva-
tion, my high tower.

3 I call on the LORD, who is worthy to be
praised;

and I am saved frommy enemies.
4The cords of death surroundedme.

The floods of ungodliness made me
afraid.

5The cords of Sheol†were aroundme.
The snares of death came onme.

6 In my distress I called on the LORD,
and cried to my God.

He heardmy voice out of his temple.
My cry before him came into his ears.

7Then the earth shook and trembled.
The foundations also of the mountains
quaked andwere shaken,

because he was angry.
8 Smoke went out of his nostrils.

Consuming fire came out of his mouth.
Coals were kindled by it.

9 He bowed the heavens also, and came
down.

Thick darkness was under his feet.
10He rode on a cherub, and flew.

Yes, he soared on thewings of thewind.
11 He made darkness his hiding place, his

pavilion around him,
darkness of waters, thick clouds of the
skies.

12 At the brightness before him his thick
clouds passed,

hailstones and coals of fire.
† 16:10: Sheol is the place of the dead. † 18:5: Sheol is the place of the dead.
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13The LORD also thundered in the sky.
TheMost High uttered his voice:
hailstones and coals of fire.

14 He sent out his arrows, and scattered
them.

He routed them with great lightning
bolts.

15Then the channels of waters appeared.
The foundations of the world were laid
bare at your rebuke, LORD,

at the blast of the breath of your nos-
trils.

16He sent from on high.
He tookme.
He drewme out of manywaters.

17He deliveredme frommy strong enemy,
from those who hated me; for they
were toomighty for me.

18 They came on me in the day of my
calamity,

but the LORDwasmy support.
19He broughtme out also into a large place.

He delivered me, because he delighted
inme.

20The LORD has rewardedme according to
my righteousness.

According to the cleanness of my
hands, he has recompensedme.

21For I have kept the ways of the LORD,
and have not wickedly departed from
my God.

22For all his ordinances were before me.
I didn’t put away his statutes fromme.

23 I was also blameless with him.
I kept myself frommy iniquity.

24 Therefore the LORD has rewarded me
according to my righteousness,

according to the cleanness ofmy hands
in his eyesight.

25With the merciful you will show yourself
merciful.

With the perfect man, you will show
yourself perfect.

26 With the pure, you will show yourself
pure.

With the crooked you will show your-
self shrewd.

27For you will save the afflicted people,
but the arrogant eyes you will bring
down.

28For you will light my lamp, LORD.
My Godwill light upmy darkness.

29For by you, I advance through a troop.
Bymy God, I leap over a wall.

30As for God, his way is perfect.
The LORD’s word is tried.
He is a shield to all those who take
refuge in him.

31For who is God, except the LORD?
Who is a rock, besides our God,

32 the God who arms me with strength,
andmakes myway perfect?

33Hemakesmy feet like deer’s feet,
and sets me onmy high places.

34He teaches my hands to war,
so that my arms bend a bow of bronze.

35You have also givenme the shield of your
salvation.

Your right hand sustains me.
Your gentleness has mademe great.

36You have enlargedmy steps under me,
My feet have not slipped.

37 I will pursue my enemies, and overtake
them.

I won’t turn away until they are con-
sumed.

38 I will strike them through, so that they
will not be able to rise.

They shall fall under my feet.
39 For you have armed me with strength to

the battle.
You have subdued underme thosewho
rose up against me.

40 You have also made my enemies turn
their backs to me,

that I might cut off those who hate me.
41They cried, but there was no one to save;

even to the LORD, but he didn’t answer
them.

42Then I beat them small as the dust before
the wind.

I cast themoutas themireof the streets.
43You have deliveredme from the strivings

of the people.
You have made me the head of the na-
tions.

A people whom I have not known shall
serveme.

44As soon as they hear of me they shall
obeyme.

The foreigners shall submit themselves
to me.

45The foreigners shall fade away,
and shall come trembling out of their
strongholds.

46The LORD lives! Blessed bemy rock.
Exalted be the God of my salvation,

47even theGodwhoexecutes vengeance for
me,

and subdues peoples under me.
48He rescues me frommy enemies.

Yes, you liftmeupabove thosewho rise
up against me.

You deliver me from the violent man.
49Therefore Iwill give thanks to you, LORD,

amongst the nations,
and will sing praises to your name.

50He gives great deliverance to his king,
and shows loving kindness to his
anointed,

‡ 18:50: or, seed
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to David and to his offspring,‡ forever
more.

19
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David.
1The heavens declare the glory of God.

The expanse shows his handiwork.
2Day after day they pour out speech,

and night after night they display
knowledge.

3There is no speech nor language
where their voice is not heard.

4 Their voice has gone out through all the
earth,

their words to the end of the world.
In them he has set a tent for the sun,

5which is as a bridegroom coming out
of his room,

like a strong man rejoicing to run his
course.

6His going out is from the end of the heav-
ens,

his circuit to its ends.
There is nothing hidden from its heat.

7 The LORD’s law is perfect, restoring the
soul.

The LORD’s covenant is sure, making
wise the simple.

8 The LORD’s precepts are right, rejoicing
the heart.

The LORD’s commandment is pure, en-
lightening the eyes.

9 The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring
forever.

The LORD’s ordinances are true, and
righteous altogether.

10 They are more to be desired than gold,
yes, thanmuch fine gold,

sweeter also than honey and the ex-
tract of the honeycomb.

11 Moreover your servant is warned by
them.

In keeping them there is great reward.
12Who can discern his errors?

Forgiveme from hidden errors.

13 Keep back your servant also from pre-
sumptuous sins.

Let them not have dominion over me.
Then I will be upright.

I will be blameless and innocent of
great transgression.

14Let thewords ofmymouth and themedi-
tation of my heart

be acceptable in your sight,
LORD, my rock, andmy redeemer.

20
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David.
1 May the LORD answer you in the day of

trouble.

May the name of the God of Jacob set
you up on high,

2 send you help from the sanctuary,
grant you support from Zion,
3 remember all your offerings,
and accept your burnt sacrifice.

Selah.
4May he grant you your heart’s desire,

and fulfil all your counsel.
5Wewill triumph in your salvation.

In the name of our God, we will set up
our banners.

May the LORD grant all your requests.
6 Now I know that the LORD saves his

anointed.
He will answer him from his holy
heaven,

with the saving strength of his right
hand.

7Some trust in chariots, and some inhorses,
but we trust in the name of the LORD
our God.

8They are bowed down and fallen,
but we rise up, and stand upright.

9 Save, LORD!
Let the King answer us whenwe call!

21
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David.
1The king rejoices in your strength, LORD!

How greatly he rejoices in your salva-
tion!

2You have given him his heart’s desire,
and have not withheld the request of
his lips.

Selah.
3 For you meet him with the blessings of

goodness.
You set a crownoffine gold onhis head.

4He asked life of you and you gave it to him,
even length of days forever and ever.

5His glory is great in your salvation.
You lay honour andmajesty on him.

6For youmake himmost blessed forever.
You make him glad with joy in your
presence.

7For the king trusts in the LORD.
Through the loving kindness of the
Most High, he shall not bemoved.

8Yourhandwillfindoutall of yourenemies.
Your right handwill find out thosewho
hate you.

9 You will make them as a fiery furnace in
the time of your anger.

The LORD will swallow them up in his
wrath.

The fire shall devour them.
10 You will destroy their descendants from

the earth,
their posterity from amongst the chil-
dren of men.

11For they intended evil against you.
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They plotted evil against you which
cannot succeed.

12For you will make them turn their back,
when you aim drawn bows at their
face.

13Be exalted, LORD, in your strength,
so wewill sing and praise your power.

22
For the Chief Musician; set to “The Doe of
the Morning.” A Psalm by David.
1My God, my God, why have you forsaken

me?
Why are you so far from helping me,
and from the words of my groaning?

2MyGod, I cry in the daytime, but you don’t
answer;

in the night season, and am not silent.
3But you are holy,

you who inhabit the praises of Israel.
4Our fathers trusted in you.

They trusted, and you delivered them.
5They cried to you, and were delivered.

They trusted in you, and were not dis-
appointed.

6But I am aworm, and noman;
a reproach ofmen, and despised by the
people.

7All those who seememockme.
They insult me with their lips. They
shake their heads, saying,

8 “He trusts in the LORD.
Let him deliver him.
Let him rescue him, since he delights in
him.”

9But you brought me out of the womb.
You made me trust while at my
mother’s breasts.

10 I was thrown on you from my mother’s
womb.

You are my God since my mother bore
me.

11Don’t be far fromme, for trouble is near.
For there is no one to help.

12Many bulls have surroundedme.
Strong bulls of Bashan have encircled
me.

13They open theirmouthswide againstme,
lions tearing prey and roaring.

14 I am poured out like water.
All my bones are out of joint.

My heart is like wax.
It is melted withinme.

15My strength is dried up like a potsherd.
My tongue sticks to the roof of my
mouth.

You have broughtme into the dust of death.
16For dogs have surroundedme.

A company of evildoers have enclosed
me.

They have piercedmy hands and feet.†
17 I can count all of my bones.
They look and stare at me.
18They dividemy garments amongst them.

They cast lots for my clothing.
19But don’t be far off, LORD.

You aremy help. Hurry to help me!
20Deliver my soul from the sword,

my precious life from the power of the
dog.

21 Saveme from the lion’s mouth!
Yes, you have rescued me from the
horns of the wild oxen.

22 I will declare your name tomy brothers.
Amongst the assembly, I will praise
you.

23Youwho fear the LORD, praise him!
All you descendants of Jacob, glorify
him!

Stand in awe of him, all you descen-
dants of Israel!

24For he has not despised nor abhorred the
affliction of the afflicted,

neither has he hidden his face from
him;

but when he cried to him, he heard.
25 My praise of you comes in the great as-

sembly.
I will pay my vows before those who
fear him.

26The humble shall eat and be satisfied.
They shall praise the LORD who seek
after him.

Let your hearts live forever.
27All the ends of the earth shall remember

and turn to the LORD.
All the relatives of the nations shall
worship before you.

28For the kingdom is the LORD’s.
He is the ruler over the nations.

29All the rich ones of the earth shall eat and
worship.

All those who go down to the dust shall
bow before him,

even he who can’t keep his soul alive.
30Posterity shall serve him.

Future generations shall be told about
the Lord.

31 They shall come and shall declare his
righteousness to a people that shall
be born,

for he has done it.

23
A Psalm by David.
1The LORD is my shepherd;

I shall lack nothing.
2Hemakes me lie down in green pastures.

† 22:16: So Dead Sea Scrolls. Masoretic Text reads, “Like a lion, they pinmy hands and feet.”
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He leads me beside still waters.
3He restores my soul.

He guides me in the paths of righteous-
ness for his name’s sake.

4 Even though I walk through the valley of
the shadow of death,

I will fear no evil, for you are withme.
Your rod and your staff,

they comfort me.
5You prepare a table before me

in the presence of my enemies.
You anoint my head with oil.

My cup runs over.
6Surely goodness and loving kindness shall

followme all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the LORD’s house
forever.

24
A Psalm by David.
1The earth is the LORD’s, with its fullness;

the world, and those who dwell in it.
2For he has founded it on the seas,

and established it on the floods.

3Whomay ascend to the LORD’s hill?
Whomay stand in his holy place?

4Hewho has clean hands and a pure heart;
who has not lifted up his soul to false-
hood,

and has not sworn deceitfully.
5He shall receive a blessing from the LORD,

righteousness from the God of his sal-
vation.

6 This is the generation of those who seek
Him,

who seek your face—even Jacob.
Selah.

7Lift up your heads, you gates!
Be lifted up, you everlasting doors,
and the King of glory will come in.

8Who is the King of glory?
The LORD strong andmighty,
the LORDmighty in battle.

9Lift up your heads, you gates;
yes, lift themup, you everlasting doors,
and the King of glory will come in.

10Who is this King of glory?
TheLORDofArmies is theKingofglory!

Selah.

25
By David.
1To you, LORD, I lift upmy soul.
2My God, I have trusted in you.

Don’t let me be shamed.
Don’t let my enemies triumph overme.

3 Yes, no one who waits for you will be
shamed.

They will be shamed who deal treach-
erously without cause.

4 Showme your ways, LORD.
Teachme your paths.

5Guideme in your truth, and teachme,
for you are the God of my salvation.
I wait for you all day long.

6LORD, rememberyour tendermercies and
your loving kindness,

for they are from old times.
7Don’t remember the sins of my youth, nor

my transgressions.
Remembermeaccording toyour loving
kindness,

for your goodness’ sake, LORD.
8Good and upright is the LORD,

therefore hewill instruct sinners in the
way.

9Hewill guide the humble in justice.
He will teach the humble his way.

10All the paths of the LORD are loving kind-
ness and truth

to such as keep his covenant and his
testimonies.

11For your name’s sake, LORD,
pardonmy iniquity, for it is great.

12Whatman is he who fears the LORD?
He shall instruct him in theway that he
shall choose.

13His soul will dwell at ease.
His offspring will inherit the land.

14 The friendship of the LORD is with those
who fear him.

He will show them his covenant.

15My eyes are ever on the LORD,
for he will pluckmy feet out of the net.

16Turn tome, and havemercy onme,
for I am desolate and afflicted.

17The troubles of my heart are enlarged.
Oh bringme out of my distresses.

18Consider my affliction andmy travail.
Forgive all my sins.

19Consider my enemies, for they aremany.
They hate mewith cruel hatred.

20Oh keepmy soul, and deliver me.
Let me not be disappointed, for I take
refuge in you.

21 Let integrity and uprightness preserve
me,

for I wait for you.
22God, redeem Israel

out of all his troubles.

26
By David.
1 Judge me, LORD, for I have walked in my

integrity.
I have trusted also in the LORDwithout
wavering.

2Examineme, LORD, and proveme.
Trymy heart andmymind.

3 For your loving kindness is before my
eyes.
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I have walked in your truth.
4 I have not sat with deceitful men,

neither will I go in with hypocrites.
5 I hate the assembly of evildoers,

and will not sit with the wicked.
6 I will washmy hands in innocence,

so I will go about your altar, LORD,
7 that I may make the voice of thanks-
giving to be heard

and tell of all your wondrous deeds.
8LORD, I love the habitation of your house,

the place where your glory dwells.
9Don’t gather my soul with sinners,

nor my life with bloodthirsty men
10 in whose hands is wickedness;
their right hand is full of bribes.

11But as for me, I will walk inmy integrity.
Redeemme, and bemerciful to me.

12My foot stands in an even place.
In the congregations I will bless the
LORD.

27
By David.
1The LORD is my light andmy salvation.

Whom shall I fear?
The LORD is the strength of my life.

Of whom shall I be afraid?
2When evildoers came at me to eat up my

flesh,
even my adversaries and my foes, they
stumbled and fell.

3 Though an army should encamp against
me,

my heart shall not fear.
Though war should rise against me,

even then I will be confident.
4One thing I have asked of the LORD, that I

will seek after:
that Imaydwell in the LORD’s house all
the days of my life,

to see the LORD’s beauty,
and to enquire in his temple.

5 For in the day of trouble, he will keep me
secretly in his pavilion.

In the secret place of his tabernacle, he
will hideme.

He will lift me up on a rock.
6 Now my head will be lifted up above my

enemies aroundme.
I will offer sacrifices of joy in his tent.

I will sing, yes, I will sing praises to the
LORD.

7Hear, LORD, when I cry withmy voice.
Have mercy also on me, and answer
me.

8When you said, “Seekmy face,”
my heart said to you, “I will seek your
face, LORD.”

9Don’t hide your face fromme.

Don’t put your servant away in anger.
You have beenmy help.

Don’t abandonme,
neither forsake me, God of my salva-
tion.

10When my father and my mother forsake
me,

then the LORDwill takeme up.
11Teachme your way, LORD.

Lead me in a straight path, because of
my enemies.

12Don’t deliver me over to the desire of my
adversaries,

for false witnesses have risen up
against me,

such as breathe out cruelty.
13 I am still confident of this:

I will see the goodness of the LORD in
the land of the living.

14Wait for the LORD.
Be strong, and let your heart take
courage.

Yes, wait for the LORD.

28
By David.
1To you, LORD, I call.

My rock, don’t be deaf to me,
lest, if you are silent to me,
Iwouldbecome like thosewhogodown
into the pit.

2Hear the voice of my petitions, when I cry
to you,

when I lift up my hands towards your
Most Holy Place.

3Don’t drawme awaywith the wicked,
with theworkers of iniquitywho speak
peace with their neighbours,

but mischief is in their hearts.
4 Give them according to their work, and

according to the wickedness of their
doings.

Give themaccording to theoperationof
their hands.

Bring back on themwhat they deserve.
5Because theydon’t respect theworksof the

LORD,
nor the operation of his hands,
he will break them down and not build
them up.

6Blessed be the LORD,
because he has heard the voice of my
petitions.

7The LORD is my strength andmy shield.
My heart has trusted in him, and I am
helped.

Therefore my heart greatly rejoices.
Withmy song I will thank him.

8The LORD is their strength.
He is a stronghold of salvation to his
anointed.
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9 Save your people,
and bless your inheritance.

Be their shepherd also,
and bear them up forever.

29
A Psalm by David.
1 Ascribe to the LORD, you sons of the

mighty,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.

2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due to his
name.

Worship the LORD in holy array.

3The LORD’s voice is on the waters.
The God of glory thunders, even the
LORD onmanywaters.

4The LORD’s voice is powerful.
The LORD’s voice is full of majesty.

5The LORD’s voice breaks the cedars.
Yes, the LORD breaks in pieces the
cedars of Lebanon.

6Hemakes them also to skip like a calf;
Lebanon and Sirion like a young, wild
ox.

7 The LORD’s voice strikes with flashes of
lightning.

8 The LORD’s voice shakes the wilder-
ness.

The LORD shakes the wilderness of
Kadesh.

9The LORD’s voice makes the deer calve,
and strips the forests bare.
In his temple everything says, “Glory!”

10The LORD sat enthroned at the Flood.
Yes, the LORD sits as King forever.

11The LORDwill give strength to his people.
The LORD will bless his people with
peace.

30
A Psalm. A Song for the Dedication of the
Temple. By David.
1 I will extol you, LORD, for you have raised

me up,
and have not made my foes to rejoice
over me.

2LORDmy God, I cried to you,
and you have healedme.

3 LORD, you have brought up my soul from
Sheol.†

You have kept me alive, that I should
not go down to the pit.

4 Sing praise to the LORD, you saints of his.
Give thanks to his holy name.

5For his anger is but for a moment.
His favour is for a lifetime.

Weepingmay stay for the night,
but joy comes in themorning.

6As for me, I said inmy prosperity,

“I shall never bemoved.”
7 You, LORD, when you favoured me, made

mymountain stand strong;
but when you hid your face, I was trou-
bled.

8 I cried to you, LORD.
I made supplication to the Lord:

9 “What profit is there inmy destruction, if I
go down to the pit?

Shall the dust praise you?
Shall it declare your truth?

10Hear, LORD, and havemercy onme.
LORD, bemy helper.”

11You have turnedmymourning into danc-
ing for me.

You have removed my sackcloth, and
clothedmewith gladness,

12 to the end that my heart may sing
praise to you, and not be silent.

LORD my God, I will give thanks to you
forever!

31
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David.
1 In you, LORD, I take refuge.

Let me never be disappointed.
Deliver me in your righteousness.

2Bow down your ear to me.
Deliver me speedily.

Be to me a strong rock,
a house of defence to saveme.

3For you aremy rock andmy fortress,
therefore for your name’s sake leadme
and guideme.

4Pluckme out of the net that they have laid
secretly for me,

for you aremy stronghold.
5 Into your hand I commendmy spirit.

You redeemme, LORD, God of truth.
6 I hate those who regard lying vanities,

but I trust in the LORD.
7 I will be glad and rejoice in your loving

kindness,
for you have seenmy affliction.
Youhave knownmy soul in adversities.

8 You have not shut me up into the hand of
the enemy.

You have set my feet in a large place.
9 Have mercy on me, LORD, for I am in

distress.
My eye, my soul, and my body waste
away with grief.

10Formy life is spent with sorrow,
my years with sighing.

My strength fails because of my iniquity.
My bones are wasted away.

11 Because of all my adversaries I have
become utterly contemptible to my
neighbours,

a horror to my acquaintances.
† 30:3: Sheol is the place of the dead.
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Those who saw me on the street fled
fromme.

12 I am forgotten from their hearts like a
deadman.

I am like broken pottery.
13 For I have heard the slander of many,

terror on every side,
while they conspire together against
me,

they plot to take awaymy life.
14But I trust in you, LORD.

I said, “You aremy God.”
15My times are in your hand.

Deliver me from the hand of my ene-
mies, and from those who persecute
me.

16Make your face to shine on your servant.
Saveme in your loving kindness.

17 Let me not be disappointed, LORD, for I
have called on you.

Let the wicked be disappointed.
Let them be silent in Sheol.†

18Let the lying lips bemute,
which speak against the righteous inso-
lently, with pride and contempt.

19Oh how great is your goodness,
which you have laid up for those who
fear you,

which you have worked for those who
take refuge in you,

before the sons of men!
20 In the shelter of your presence you will

hide them from the plotting of man.
You will keep them secretly in a
dwelling away from the strife of
tongues.

21Praise be to the LORD,
for he has shown me his marvellous
loving kindness in a strong city.

22As forme, I said inmy haste, “I am cut off
from before your eyes.”

Nevertheless you heard the voice ofmy
petitions when I cried to you.

23Oh love the LORD, all you his saints!
The LORD preserves the faithful,

and fully recompenses him who behaves
arrogantly.

24 Be strong, and let your heart take
courage,

all you who hope in the LORD.

32
By David. A contemplative psalm.
1 Blessed is he whose disobedience is for-

given,
whose sin is covered.

2 Blessed is the man to whom the LORD
doesn’t impute iniquity,

in whose spirit there is no deceit.

3 When I kept silence, my bones wasted
away through my groaning all day
long.

4For day andnight your handwas heavy on
me.

My strength was sapped in the heat of
summer.

Selah.
5 I acknowledgedmy sin to you.

I didn’t hide my iniquity.
I said, Iwill confessmy transgressions to the

LORD,
and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Selah.
6 For this, let everyone who is godly pray

to you in a time when you may be
found.

Surelywhen the greatwaters overflow,
they shall not reach to him.

7You aremy hiding place.
You will preserveme from trouble.
You will surround me with songs of
deliverance.

Selah.
8 Iwill instruct youand teachyou in theway

which you shall go.
I will counsel you withmy eye on you.

9 Don’t be like the horse, or like the mule,
which have no understanding,

who are controlled by bit and bridle, or
else they will not come near to you.

10Many sorrows come to the wicked,
but lovingkindness shall surroundhim
who trusts in the LORD.

11 Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, you
righteous!

Shout for joy, all youwho are upright in
heart!

33
1Rejoice in the LORD, you righteous!

Praise is fitting for the upright.
2Give thanks to the LORDwith the lyre.

Sing praises to himwith the harp of ten
strings.

3 Sing to him a new song.
Play skilfully with a shout of joy!

4For the LORD’s word is right.
All his work is done in faithfulness.

5He loves righteousness and justice.
The earth is full of the loving kindness
of the LORD.

6 By the LORD’s word, the heavens were
made:

all their army by the breath of his
mouth.

7He gathers the waters of the sea together
as a heap.

He lays up the deeps in storehouses.
8Let all the earth fear the LORD.

† 31:17: Sheol is the place of the dead.
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Let all the inhabitants of the world
stand in awe of him.

9For he spoke, and it was done.
He commanded, and it stood firm.

10 The LORD brings the counsel of the na-
tions to nothing.

Hemakes the thoughts of the peoples to
be of no effect.

11 The counsel of the LORD stands fast for-
ever,

the thoughts of his heart to all genera-
tions.

12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the
LORD,

the people whom he has chosen for his
own inheritance.

13The LORD looks from heaven.
He sees all the sons of men.

14 From the place of his habitation he looks
outonall the inhabitants of theearth,

15he who fashions all of their hearts;
and he considers all of their works.

16There is no king savedby themultitude of
an army.

A mighty man is not delivered by great
strength.

17A horse is a vain thing for safety,
neither does he deliver any by his great
power.

18 Behold, the LORD’s eye is on those who
fear him,

on those who hope in his loving kind-
ness,

19 to deliver their soul from death,
to keep them alive in famine.

20Our soul has waited for the LORD.
He is our help and our shield.

21For our heart rejoices in him,
because we have trusted in his holy
name.

22Let your loving kindness be on us, LORD,
since we have hoped in you.

34
By David; when he pretended to be insane
before Abimelech, who drove him away,
and he departed.
1 †I will bless the LORD at all times.

His praise will always be inmymouth.
2My soul shall boast in the LORD.

The humble shall hear of it and be glad.
3Ohmagnify the LORDwithme.

Let’s exalt his name together.
4 I sought the LORD, and he answeredme,

and deliveredme from all my fears.
5They looked to him, and were radiant.

Their faces shall never be coveredwith
shame.

6This poor man cried, and the LORD heard
him,

and saved him out of all his troubles.
7 The LORD’s angel encamps around those

who fear him,
and delivers them.

8Oh taste and see that the LORD is good.
Blessed is the man who takes refuge in
him.

9Oh fear the LORD, you his saints,
for there is no lack with those who fear
him.

10 The young lions do lack, and suffer
hunger,

but those who seek the LORD shall not
lack any good thing.

11Come, you children, listen to me.
I will teach you the fear of the LORD.

12Who is someone who desires life,
and loves many days, that he may see
good?

13Keep your tongue from evil,
and your lips from speaking lies.

14Depart from evil, and do good.
Seek peace, and pursue it.

15 The LORD’s eyes are towards the righ-
teous.

His ears listen to their cry.
16 The LORD’s face is against those who do

evil,
to cut off their memory from the earth.

17The righteous cry, and the LORD hears,
and delivers them out of all their trou-
bles.

18 The LORD is near to those who have a
broken heart,

and saves those who have a crushed
spirit.

19Many are the afflictions of the righteous,
but the LORD delivers him out of them
all.

20He protects all of his bones.
Not one of them is broken.

21Evil shall kill the wicked.
Those who hate the righteous shall be
condemned.

22 The LORD redeems the soul of his ser-
vants.

None of those who take refuge in him
shall be condemned.

35
By David.
1 Contend, LORD, with those who contend

withme.
Fight against those who fight against
me.

2Take hold of shield and buckler,
and stand up for my help.

3 Brandish the spear and block those who
pursueme.

† 34:1: Psalm 34 is an acrostic poem, with each verse starting with a letter of the alphabet (ordered from Alef to Tav).
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Tell my soul, “I am your salvation.”
4Let those who seek after my soul be disap-

pointed and brought to dishonour.
Let those who plot my ruin be turned
back and confounded.

5Let them be as chaff before the wind,
the LORD’s angel driving them on.

6Let their way be dark and slippery,
the LORD’s angel pursuing them.

7 For without cause they have hidden their
net in a pit for me.

Without cause they have dug a pit for
my soul.

8Let destruction come on him unawares.
Let his net that he has hidden catch
himself.

Let him fall into that destruction.

9My soul shall be joyful in the LORD.
It shall rejoice in his salvation.

10All my bones shall say, “LORD, who is like
you,

who delivers the poor from himwho is
too strong for him;

yes, the poor and the needy from him
who robs him?”

11Unrighteous witnesses rise up.
They ask me about things that I don’t
know about.

12They rewardme evil for good,
to the bereaving of my soul.

13 But as for me, when they were sick, my
clothing was sackcloth.

I afflictedmy soul with fasting.
My prayer returned into my own bo-
som.

14 I behaved myself as though it had been
my friend ormy brother.

I bowed down mourning, as one who
mourns his mother.

15 But in my adversity, they rejoiced, and
gathered themselves together.

The attackers gathered themselves to-
gether against me, and I didn’t know
it.

They tore at me, and didn’t cease.
16Like the profanemockers in feasts,

they gnashed their teeth at me.
17Lord, how long will you look on?

Rescuemy soul from their destruction,
my precious life from the lions.

18 I will give you thanks in the great assem-
bly.

I will praise you amongstmany people.
19 Don’t let those who are my enemies

wrongfully rejoice over me;
neither let those who hate me without
a cause wink their eyes.

20For they don’t speak peace,
but they devise deceitful words against
those who are quiet in the land.

21 Yes, they opened their mouth wide
against me.

They said, “Aha! Aha! Our eye has seen
it!”

22You have seen it, LORD. Don’t keep silent.
Lord, don’t be far fromme.

23Wake up! Rise up to defendme, my God!
My Lord, contend for me!

24Vindicateme, LORDmyGod, according to
your righteousness.

Don’t let them gloat over me.
25 Don’t let them say in their heart, “Aha!

That’s the way wewant it!”
Don’t let themsay, “Wehave swallowed
him up!”

26 Let them be disappointed and con-
founded together who rejoice at my
calamity.

Let them be clothed with shame and
dishonour who magnify themselves
against me.

27Let those who favourmy righteous cause
shout for joy and be glad.

Yes, let them say continually, “May the
LORD bemagnified,

who has pleasure in the prosperity of
his servant!”

28 My tongue shall talk about your righ-
teousness and about your praise all
day long.

36
For the Chief Musician. By David, the ser-
vant of the LORD.
1A revelation is within my heart about the

disobedience of the wicked:
There is no fear of God before his eyes.

2For he flatters himself in his own eyes,
toomuch to detect and hate his sin.

3 The words of his mouth are iniquity and
deceit.

Hehas ceased tobewiseand todogood.
4He plots iniquity on his bed.

Hesetshimself inaway that isnotgood.
He doesn’t abhor evil.

5Your loving kindness, LORD, is in theheav-
ens.

Your faithfulness reaches to the skies.
6 Your righteousness is like the mountains

of God.
Your judgements are like a great deep.
LORD, you preserveman and animal.

7 How precious is your loving kindness,
God!

The children of men take refuge under
the shadow of your wings.

8 They shall be abundantly satisfied with
the abundance of your house.

You will make them drink of the river
of your pleasures.
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9For with you is the spring of life.
In your light we will see light.

10 Oh continue your loving kindness to
those who know you,

your righteousness to the upright in
heart.

11 Don’t let the foot of pride come against
me.

Don’t let the hand of the wicked drive
me away.

12There the workers of iniquity are fallen.
They are thrust down, and shall not be
able to rise.

37
By David.
1Don’t fret because of evildoers,

neither be envious against those who
work unrighteousness.

2 For they shall soon be cut down like the
grass,

and wither like the green herb.
3Trust in the LORD, and do good.

Dwell in the land, and enjoy safe pas-
ture.

4Also delight yourself in the LORD,
and hewill give you the desires of your
heart.

5Commit your way to the LORD.
Trust also in him, and he will do this:

6hewillmake your righteousness shine out
like light,

and your justice as the noon day sun.
7 Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for

him.
Don’t fret because of himwho prospers
in his way,

because of the manwhomakes wicked
plots happen.

8Cease from anger, and forsake wrath.
Don’t fret; it leads only to evildoing.

9For evildoers shall be cut off,
but those who wait for the LORD shall
inherit the land.

10 For yet a little while, and the wicked will
be nomore.

Yes, though you look for his place, he
isn’t there.

11But the humble shall inherit the land,
and shall delight themselves in the
abundance of peace.

12The wicked plots against the just,
and gnashes at himwith his teeth.

13The Lord will laugh at him,
for he sees that his day is coming.

14 The wicked have drawn out the sword,
and have bent their bow,

to cast down the poor and needy,
to kill those who are upright on the
path.

15 Their sword shall enter into their own
heart.

Their bows shall be broken.
16Better is a little that the righteous has,

than the abundance of manywicked.
17 For the arms of the wicked shall be bro-

ken,
but the LORD upholds the righteous.

18The LORD knows the days of the perfect.
Their inheritance shall be forever.

19They shall not bedisappointed in the time
of evil.

In the days of famine they shall be sat-
isfied.

20But the wicked shall perish.
The enemies of the LORD shall be like
the beauty of the fields.

They will vanish—
vanish like smoke.

21The wicked borrow, and don’t pay back,
but the righteous give generously.

22 For such as are blessed by him shall in-
herit the land.

Those who are cursed by him shall be
cut off.

23 A man’s steps are established by the
LORD.

He delights in his way.
24Though he stumble, he shall not fall,

for the LORD holds him up with his
hand.

25 I have been young, and now am old,
yet I have not seen the righteous for-
saken,

nor his children begging for bread.
26 All day long he deals graciously, and

lends.
His offspring is blessed.

27Depart from evil, and do good.
Live securely forever.

28For the LORD loves justice,
and doesn’t forsake his saints.
They are preserved forever,
but the children of the wicked shall be
cut off.

29The righteous shall inherit the land,
and live in it forever.

30 The mouth of the righteous talks of wis-
dom.

His tongue speaks justice.
31The law of his God is in his heart.

None of his steps shall slide.
32The wicked watch the righteous,

and seek to kill him.
33The LORDwill not leave him in his hand,

nor condemn himwhen he is judged.
34Wait for the LORD, and keep his way,

andhewill exalt you to inherit the land.
When the wicked are cut off, you shall
see it.

35 I have seen the wicked in great power,
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spreading himself like a green tree in
its native soil.

36 But he passed away, and behold, he was
not.

Yes, I sought him, but he could not be
found.

37 Mark the perfect man, and see the up-
right,

for there is a future for the man of
peace.

38 As for transgressors, they shall be de-
stroyed together.

The futureof thewicked shall be cut off.
39But the salvation of the righteous is from

the LORD.
He is their stronghold in the time of
trouble.

40The LORD helps them and rescues them.
He rescues them from the wicked and
saves them,

because they have taken refuge in him.

38
A Psalm by David, for a memorial.
1LORD, don’t rebukeme in your wrath,

neither chastenme in your hot displea-
sure.

2For your arrows have piercedme,
your hand presses hard onme.

3There is no soundness inmy flesh because
of your indignation,

neither is there any health inmy bones
because of my sin.

4Formy iniquities have gone overmyhead.
As a heavy burden, they are too heavy
for me.

5Mywounds are loathsome and corrupt
because of my foolishness.

6 I am in pain and bowed down greatly.
I go mourning all day long.

7Formywaist is filled with burning.
There is no soundness inmy flesh.

8 I am faint and severely bruised.
Ihavegroanedbyreasonof theanguish
of my heart.

9Lord, all my desire is before you.
My groaning is not hidden from you.

10My heart throbs.
My strength fails me.
As for the lightofmyeyes, it hasalso left
me.

11 My lovers and my friends stand aloof
frommy plague.

My kinsmen stand far away.
12 They also who seek after my life lay

snares.
Those who seek my hurt speak mis-
chievous things,

andmeditate deceits all day long.
13But I, as a deaf man, don’t hear.

I am as a mute man who doesn’t open
his mouth.

14Yes, I am as amanwho doesn’t hear,
in whosemouth are no reproofs.

15For I hope in you, LORD.
You will answer, Lordmy God.

16For I said, “Don’t let them gloat over me,
or exalt themselves over me when my
foot slips.”

17For I am ready to fall.
My pain is continually before me.

18For I will declare my iniquity.
I will be sorry for my sin.

19But my enemies are vigorous andmany.
Those who hate mewithout reason are
numerous.

20 They who give evil for good are also ad-
versaries to me,

because I followwhat is good.
21Don’t forsakeme, LORD.

My God, don’t be far fromme.
22Hurry to helpme,

Lord, my salvation.

39
For the Chief Musician. For Jeduthun. A
Psalm by David.
1 I said, “Iwillwatchmyways, so that I don’t

sin withmy tongue.
I will keep my mouth with a bridle
while the wicked is before me.”

2 I was mute with silence.
I held my peace, even from good.
My sorrowwas stirred.

3My heart was hot withinme.
While I meditated, the fire burnt.

I spoke withmy tongue:
4 “LORD, showmemy end,
what is the measure of my days.
Let me know how frail I am.

5 Behold, you have made my days hand
widths.

My lifetime is as nothing before you.
Surely everyman stands as a breath.”

Selah.
6 “Surely everymanwalks like a shadow.

Surely they busy themselves in vain.
He heaps up, and doesn’t know who
shall gather.

7Now, Lord, what do I wait for?
My hope is in you.

8Deliver me from all my transgressions.
Don’tmakeme the reproachof the fool-
ish.

9 I was mute.
I didn’t openmymouth,
because you did it.

10Remove your scourge away fromme.
I am overcome by the blow of your
hand.

11 When you rebuke and correct man for
iniquity,

you consume his wealth like amoth.
Surely everyman is but a breath.”
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Selah.
12 “Hear my prayer, LORD, and give ear to

my cry.
Don’t be silent at my tears.

For I am a stranger with you,
a foreigner, as all my fathers were.

13Oh spareme, that Imay recover strength,
before I go away and exist nomore.”

40
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David.
1 I waited patiently for the LORD.

He turned tome, and heardmy cry.
2Hebroughtmeupalsoout of ahorriblepit,

out of themiry clay.
He set my feet on a rock,

and gaveme a firm place to stand.
3He has put a new song in my mouth, even

praise to our God.
Many shall see it, and fear, and shall
trust in the LORD.

4 Blessed is the man who makes the LORD
his trust,

anddoesn’t respect the proud, nor such
as turn away to lies.

5 Many, LORD, my God, are the wonderful
works which you have done,

and your thoughts which are towards
us.

They can’t be declared back to you.
If I would declare and speak of them,
they aremore than can be counted.

6 Sacrifice and offering you didn’t desire.
You have openedmy ears.
You have not required burnt offering
and sin offering.

7Then I said, “Behold, I have come.
It is written aboutme in the book in the
scroll.

8 I delight to do your will, my God.
Yes, your law is withinmy heart.”

9 I have proclaimed glad news of righteous-
ness in the great assembly.

Behold, I will not seal my lips, LORD,
you know.

10 I have not hidden your righteousness
withinmy heart.

I have declared your faithfulness and
your salvation.

I have not concealed your loving kind-
ness and your truth from the great
assembly.

11Don’t withhold your tendermercies from
me, LORD.

Let your loving kindness and your
truth continually preserveme.

12 For innumerable evils have surrounded
me.

My iniquities have overtaken me, so
that I am not able to look up.

They aremore than the hairs of my head.
My heart has failedme.

13Be pleased, LORD, to deliver me.
Hurry to help me, LORD.

14 Let them be disappointed and con-
founded together who seek after my
soul to destroy it.

Let them be turned backward and
brought to dishonour who delight in
my hurt.

15 Let them be desolate by reason of their
shame that tell me, “Aha! Aha!”

16Let all those who seek you rejoice and be
glad in you.

Let such as love your salvation say con-
tinually, “Let the LORD be exalted!”

17But I am poor and needy.
May the Lord think about me.

You aremy help andmy deliverer.
Don’t delay, my God.

41
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David.
1Blessed is he who considers the poor.

The LORDwill deliver him in the day of
evil.

2TheLORDwill preservehim, andkeephim
alive.

He shall be blessed on the earth,
and he will not surrender him to the
will of his enemies.

3The LORDwill sustain him on his sickbed,
and restore him from his bed of illness.

4 I said, “LORD, havemercy onme!
Healme, for I have sinnedagainst you.”

5My enemies speak evil against me:
“When will he die, and his name per-
ish?”

6 If he comes to seeme, he speaks falsehood.
His heart gathers iniquity to itself.
When he goes abroad, he tells it.

7All who hate me whisper together against
me.

They imagine the worst for me.
8 “An evil disease”, they say, “has afflicted

him.
Now that he lies he shall rise up no
more.”

9 Yes, my own familiar friend, in whom I
trusted,

who ate bread withme,
has lifted up his heel against me.

10 But you, LORD, have mercy on me, and
raise me up,

that I may repay them.
11By this I know that you delight in me,

because my enemy doesn’t triumph
over me.

12As forme, you upholdme inmy integrity,
and set me in your presence forever.

13Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel,
from everlasting and to everlasting!



Psalms 42:1 479 Psalms 44:11

Amen and amen.
BOOK 2
42

For the Chief Musician. A contemplation by
the sons of Korah.
1As the deer pants for the water brooks,

so my soul pants after you, God.†
2My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.

When shall I come and appear before
God?

3My tears havebeenmy fooddayandnight,
while they continually ask me, “Where
is your God?”

4These things I remember, and pour outmy
soul withinme,

howIused togowith thecrowd, and led
them to God’s house,

with the voice of joy and praise, a mul-
titude keeping a holy day.

5Why are you in despair, my soul?
Why are you disturbed withinme?

Hope in God!
For I shall still praise him for the saving
help of his presence.

6My God, my soul is in despair withinme.
Therefore I remember you from the
land of the Jordan,

the heights of Hermon, from the hill
Mizar.

7 Deep calls to deep at the noise of your
waterfalls.

All your waves and your billows have
swept over me.

8The LORD‡will command his loving kind-
ness in the daytime.

In the night his song shall be withme:
a prayer to the God of my life.

9 I will ask God, my rock, “Why have you
forgottenme?

Why do I go mourning because of the
oppression of the enemy?”

10 As with a sword in my bones, my adver-
saries reproachme,

while they continually ask me, “Where
is your God?”

11Why are you in despair, my soul?
Why are you disturbed withinme?

Hope in God! For I shall still praise him,
the savinghelpofmycountenance, and
my God.

43
1 Vindicate me, God, and plead my cause

against an ungodly nation.
Oh, deliver me from deceitful and
wickedmen.

2 For you are the God of my strength. Why
have you rejectedme?

Why do I go mourning because of the
oppression of the enemy?

3Oh, send out your light and your truth.
Let them leadme.
Let them bringme to your holy hill,
to your tents.

4Then I will go to the altar of God,
to God, my exceeding joy.

I will praise you on the harp, God, my God.
5Why are you in despair, my soul?

Why are you disturbed withinme?
Hope in God!

For I shall still praise him:
my Saviour, my helper, andmy God.

44
For the Chief Musician. By the sons of Ko-
rah. A contemplative psalm.
1We have heard with our ears, God;

our fathers have told uswhatwork you
did in their days,

in the days of old.
2You drove out the nationswith your hand,

but you planted them.
You afflicted the peoples,

but you spread them abroad.
3 For they didn’t get the land in possession

by their own sword,
neither did their own arm save them;

but your right hand, your arm, and the light
of your face,

because you were favourable to them.
4God, you aremy King.

Command victories for Jacob!
5 Through you, we will push down our ad-

versaries.
Through your name, we will tread
down those who rise up against us.

6For I will not trust in my bow,
neither will my sword saveme.

7 But you have saved us from our adver-
saries,

and have shamed those who hate us.
8 In God we have made our boast all day

long.
We will give thanks to your name for-
ever.

Selah.

9But nowyou rejected us, andbrought us to
dishonour,

and don’t go out with our armies.
10 You make us turn back from the adver-

sary.
Those who hate us take plunder for
themselves.

11You havemade us like sheep for food,

† 42:1: The Hebrew word rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). ‡ 42:8: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS,
“LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh).
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and have scattered us amongst the na-
tions.

12You sell your people for nothing,
and have gained nothing from their
sale.

13 You make us a reproach to our neigh-
bours,

a scoffing and a derision to those who
are around us.

14 You make us a byword amongst the na-
tions,

a shaking of the head amongst the peo-
ples.

15All day longmy dishonour is before me,
and shame covers my face,
16 at the taunt of one who reproaches
and verbally abuses,

because of the enemy and the avenger.
17All this has come on us,

yet we haven’t forgotten you.
Wehaven’t been false toyourcovenant.

18Our heart has not turned back,
neither have our steps strayed from
your path,

19 though you have crushed us in the
haunt of jackals,

and covered us with the shadow of
death.

20 If we have forgotten the name of ourGod,
or spread out our hands to a strange
god,

21won’t God search this out?
For he knows the secrets of the heart.

22 Yes, for your sake we are killed all day
long.

We are regarded as sheep for the
slaughter.

23Wake up!
Why do you sleep, Lord?†

Arise!
Don’t reject us forever.

24Why do you hide your face,
and forget our affliction and our op-
pression?

25For our soul is bowed down to the dust.
Our body clings to the earth.

26Rise up to help us.
Redeem us for your loving kindness’
sake.

45
For the Chief Musician. Set to “The Lilies.”
A contemplation by the sons of Korah. A
wedding song.
1My heart overflows with a noble theme.

I recite my verses for the king.
My tongue is like the pen of a skilful
writer.

2 You are the most excellent of the sons of
men.

Grace has anointed your lips,
therefore God has blessed you forever.

3 Strap your sword on your thigh, O mighty
one,

in your splendour and yourmajesty.
4 In your majesty ride on victoriously on

behalf of truth, humility, and righ-
teousness.

Let your right hand display awesome
deeds.

5Your arrows are sharp.
Thenations fall underyou,witharrows
in the heart of the king’s enemies.

6Your throne, God, is forever and ever.
A sceptreof equity is the sceptreof your
kingdom.

7 You have loved righteousness, and hated
wickedness.

Therefore God, your God, has anointed
you with the oil of gladness above
your fellows.

8All your garments smell like myrrh, aloes,
and cassia.

Out of ivory palaces stringed instru-
ments havemade you glad.

9 Kings’ daughters are amongst your hon-
ourable women.

At your right hand the queen stands in
gold of Ophir.

10Listen, daughter, consider, and turn your
ear.

Forget your own people, and also your
father’s house.

11 So the king will desire your beauty,
honour him, for he is your lord.

12The daughter of Tyre comes with a gift.
The rich amongst the people entreat
your favour.

13The princess inside is all glorious.
Her clothing is interwoven with gold.

14 She shall be led to the king in embroi-
dered work.

The virgins, her companions who fol-
low her, shall be brought to you.

15With gladness and rejoicing they shall be
led.

They shall enter into the king’s palace.
16 Your sons will take the place of your fa-

thers.
You shall make them princes in all the
earth.

17 I willmake your name to be remembered
in all generations.

Therefore the peoples shall give you
thanks forever and ever.

46
For the Chief Musician. By the sons of Ko-
rah. According to Alamoth.†
1God is our refuge and strength,

† 44:23: The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” † 46:: Alamoth is a musical term.
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a very present help in trouble.
2 Therefore we won’t be afraid, though the

earth changes,
though the mountains are shaken into
the heart of the seas;

3 though its waters roar and are trou-
bled,

though the mountains tremble with
their swelling.

Selah.
4There is a river, the streamsofwhichmake

the city of God glad,
the holy place of the tents of the Most
High.

5God is within her. She shall not bemoved.
God will help her at dawn.

6 The nations raged. The kingdoms were
moved.

He liftedhis voice and the earthmelted.
7The LORD of Armies is with us.

The God of Jacob is our refuge.
Selah.

8Come, see the LORD’s works,
what desolations he has made in the
earth.

9 He makes wars cease to the end of the
earth.

He breaks the bow, and shatters the
spear.

He burns the chariots in the fire.
10 “Be still, and know that I am God.

I will be exalted amongst the nations.
I will be exalted in the earth.”

11The LORD of Armies is with us.
The God of Jacob is our refuge.

Selah.

47
For the ChiefMusician. A Psalm by the sons
of Korah.
1Oh clap your hands, all you nations.

Shout to Godwith the voice of triumph!
2For the LORDMost High is awesome.

He is a great King over all the earth.
3He subdues nations under us,

and peoples under our feet.
4He chooses our inheritance for us,

the glory of Jacob whom he loved.
Selah.

5God has gone upwith a shout,
the LORDwith the sound of a trumpet.

6 Sing praises to God! Sing praises!
Sing praises to our King! Sing praises!

7For God is the King of all the earth.
Sing praises with understanding.

8God reigns over the nations.
God sits on his holy throne.

9 The princes of the peoples are gathered
together,

the people of the God of Abraham.

For the shields of the earth belong to
God.

He is greatly exalted!

48
A Song. A Psalm by the sons of Korah.
1 Great is the LORD, and greatly to be

praised,
in the city of our God, in his holymoun-
tain.

2Beautiful in elevation, the joy of thewhole
earth,

is Mount Zion, on the north sides,
the city of the great King.

3God has shown himself in her citadels as a
refuge.

4 For, behold, the kings assembled them-
selves,

they passed by together.
5They saw it, then they were amazed.

They were dismayed.
They hurried away.

6Trembling took hold of them there,
pain, as of a woman in travail.

7With the east wind, you break the ships of
Tarshish.

8As we have heard, so we have seen,
in the city of the LORD of Armies, in the
city of our God.

God will establish it forever.
Selah.

9We have thought about your loving kind-
ness, God,

in themiddle of your temple.
10As is your name, God,

so is yourpraise to theendsof theearth.
Your right hand is full of righteousness.

11Let Mount Zion be glad!
Let the daughters of Judah rejoice be-
cause of your judgements.

12Walk about Zion, and go around her.
Number its towers.

13Notice her bulwarks.
Consider her palaces,
that you may tell it to the next genera-
tion.

14For this God is our God forever and ever.
He will be our guide even to death.

49
For the ChiefMusician. A Psalm by the sons
of Korah.
1Hear this, all you peoples.

Listen, all you inhabitants of theworld,
2both low and high,
rich and poor together.

3Mymouth will speak words of wisdom.
My heart will utter understanding.

4 I will incline my ear to a proverb.
I will solve my riddle on the harp.

5Why should I fear in the days of evil,
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when iniquity at my heels surrounds
me?

6Those who trust in their wealth,
and boast in the multitude of their
riches—

7 none of them can by any means re-
deem his brother,

nor give God a ransom for him.
8For the redemption of their life is costly,

no payment is ever enough,
9 that he should live on forever,
that he should not see corruption.

10For he sees that wise men die;
likewise the fool and the senseless per-
ish,

and leave their wealth to others.
11Their inward thought is that their houses

will endure forever,
and their dwelling places to all genera-
tions.

They name their lands after them-
selves.

12 But man, despite his riches, doesn’t en-
dure.

He is like the animals that perish.
13 This is the destiny of those who are fool-

ish,
andof thosewhoapprove their sayings.

Selah.
14They are appointed as a flock for Sheol.†

Death shall be their shepherd.
The upright shall have dominion over them

in themorning.
Their beauty shall decay in Sheol,‡
far from their mansion.

15 But God will redeem my soul from the
power of Sheol,§

for he will receive me.
Selah.

16Don’t be afraid when aman is made rich,
when the glory of his house is in-
creased;

17 for when he dies he will carry nothing
away.

His glory won’t descend after him.
18 Though while he lived he blessed his

soul—
and men praise you when you do well
for yourself—

19 he shall go to the generation of his
fathers.

They shall never see the light.
20 A man who has riches without under-

standing,
is like the animals that perish.

50
A Psalm by Asaph.
1TheMighty One, God, the LORD, speaks,

and calls the earth from sunrise to sun-
set.

2Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty,
God shines out.

3Our God comes, and does not keep silent.
A fire devours before him.
It is very stormy around him.

4He calls to the heavens above,
to the earth, that he may judge his peo-
ple:

5 “Gather my saints together to me,
those who have made a covenant with
me by sacrifice.”

6 The heavens shall declare his righteous-
ness,

for God himself is judge.
Selah.

7 “Hear, my people, and I will speak.
Israel, I will testify against you.

I am God, your God.
8 I don’t rebuke you for your sacrifices.

Your burnt offerings are continually
before me.

9 I have no need for a bull from your stall,
nor male goats from your pens.

10For every animal of the forest is mine,
and the livestock on a thousand hills.

11 I know all the birds of themountains.
The wild animals of the field are mine.

12 If I were hungry, I would not tell you,
for the world is mine, and all that is in
it.

13Will I eat themeat of bulls,
or drink the blood of goats?

14Offer to God the sacrifice of thanksgiving.
Pay your vows to theMost High.

15Call onme in the day of trouble.
I will deliver you, and you will honour
me.”

16But to the wicked God says,
“What right do you have to declare my
statutes,

that you have taken my covenant on
your lips,

17 since you hate instruction,
and throwmywords behind you?

18 When you saw a thief, you consented
with him,

and have participated with adulterers.

19 “You give yourmouth to evil.
Your tongue frames deceit.

20You sit and speak against your brother.
You slander your ownmother’s son.

21 You have done these things, and I kept
silent.

You thought that I was just like you.
I will rebuke you, and accuse you in
front of your eyes.

† 49:14: Sheol is the place of the dead. ‡ 49:14: Sheol is the place of the dead. § 49:15: Sheol is the place of the
dead.



Psalms 50:22 483 Psalms 53:2

22 “Now consider this, you who forget God,
lest I tear you into pieces, and there be
no one to deliver.

23Whoeveroffers the sacrificeof thanksgiv-
ing glorifies me,

andprepareshiswayso that Iwill show
God’s salvation to him.”

51
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David,
when Nathan the prophet came to him, af-
ter he had gone in to Bathsheba.
1Havemercy onme, God, according to your

loving kindness.
According to themultitude of your ten-
der mercies, blot out my transgres-
sions.

2Washme thoroughly frommy iniquity.
Cleanseme frommy sin.

3For I knowmy transgressions.
My sin is constantly before me.

4Against you, and you only, I have sinned,
and done that which is evil in your
sight,

so you may be proved right when you
speak,

and justified when you judge.
5Behold, I was born in iniquity.

Mymother conceivedme in sin.
6 Behold, you desire truth in the inward

parts.
You teach me wisdom in the inmost
place.

7Purifymewith hyssop, and I will be clean.
Wash me, and I will be whiter than
snow.

8Let me hear joy and gladness,
that the bones which you have broken
may rejoice.

9Hide your face frommy sins,
and blot out all of my iniquities.

10Create inme a clean heart, O God.
Renew a right spirit withinme.

11Don’t throwme from your presence,
and don’t take your Holy Spirit from
me.

12Restore to me the joy of your salvation.
Upholdmewith a willing spirit.

13 Then I will teach transgressors your
ways.

Sinners will be converted to you.
14Deliverme from the guilt of bloodshed, O

God, the God of my salvation.
My tongue will sing aloud of your righ-
teousness.

15Lord, openmy lips.
Mymouth will declare your praise.

16For you don’t delight in sacrifice, or else I
would give it.

You have no pleasure in burnt offering.
17The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit.

O God, you will not despise a broken
and contrite heart.

18Dowell in your good pleasure to Zion.
Build the walls of Jerusalem.

19 Then you will delight in the sacrifices of
righteousness,

in burnt offerings and in whole burnt
offerings.

Then they will offer bulls on your altar.

52
For the Chief Musician. A contemplation by
David, when Doeg the Edomite came and
told Saul, “David has come to Ahimelech’s
house.”
1 Why do you boast of mischief, mighty

man?
God’s lovingkindness endures continu-
ally.

2Your tongue plots destruction,
like a sharp razor, working deceitfully.

3You love evil more than good,
lying rather than speaking the truth.

Selah.
4You love all devouring words,

you deceitful tongue.
5Godwill likewise destroy you forever.

He will take you up, and pluck you out
of your tent,

and root you out of the land of the
living.

Selah.
6The righteous also will see it, and fear,

and laugh at him, saying,
7 “Behold, this is the man who didn’t make

God his strength,
but trusted in the abundance of his
riches,

and strengthened himself in his
wickedness.”

8 But as for me, I am like a green olive tree
in God’s house.

I trust in God’s loving kindness forever
and ever.

9 I will give you thanks forever, because you
have done it.

I will hope in your name, for it is good,
in the presence of your saints.

53
For the Chief Musician. To the tune of “Ma-
halath.” A contemplation by David.
1The fool has said in his heart, “There is no

God.”
Theyare corrupt, andhavedoneabom-
inable iniquity.

There is no one who does good.
2God looks down from heaven on the chil-

dren of men,
to see if there are any who understood,
who seek after God.
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3Every one of them has gone back.
They have become filthy together.
There is no one who does good, no, not
one.

4 Have the workers of iniquity no knowl-
edge,

whoeatupmypeople as theyeatbread,
and don’t call on God?

5 There they were in great fear, where no
fear was,

for God has scattered the bones of him
who encamps against you.

You have put them to shame,
because God has rejected them.

6Oh that the salvation of Israel would come
out of Zion!

When God brings back his people from
captivity,

then Jacob shall rejoice,
and Israel shall be glad.

54
For the Chief Musician. On stringed instru-
ments. A contemplationbyDavid,when the
Ziphites came and said to Saul, “Isn’t David
hiding himself amongst us?”
1 Saveme, God, by your name.

Vindicate me in yourmight.
2Hearmy prayer, God.

Listen to the words of mymouth.
3For strangers have risen up against me.

Violent men have sought after my soul.
They haven’t set God before them.

Selah.
4Behold, God is my helper.

The Lord is the one who sustains my
soul.

5Hewill repay the evil to my enemies.
Destroy them in your truth.

6With a free will offering, I will sacrifice to
you.

I will give thanks to your name, LORD,
for it is good.

7For he has deliveredme out of all trouble.
My eye has seen triumph over my ene-
mies.

55
For the Chief Musician. On stringed instru-
ments. A contemplation by David.
1Listen to my prayer, God.

Don’t hide yourself from my supplica-
tion.

2Attend tome, and answerme.
I am restless in my complaint,
andmoan
3because of the voice of the enemy,
because of the oppression of the
wicked.

For they bring suffering onme.
In anger they hold a grudge againstme.

4My heart is severely pained withinme.
The terrors of death have fallen onme.

5 Fearfulness and trembling have come on
me.

Horror has overwhelmedme.
6 I said, “Oh that I had wings like a dove!

Then I would fly away, and be at rest.
7Behold, then I would wander far off.

I would lodge in the wilderness.”
Selah.

8“Iwouldhurry toa shelter fromthestormy
wind and storm.”

9 Confuse them, Lord, and confound their
language,

for Ihave seenviolenceandstrife in the
city.

10 Day and night they prowl around on its
walls.

Malice and abuse are also within her.
11Destructive forces are within her.

Threats and lies don’t depart from her
streets.

12For it was not an enemywho insultedme,
then I could have endured it.

Neither was it he who hatedmewho raised
himself up against me,

then I would have hidden myself from
him.

13But it was you, a man like me,
mycompanion, andmy familiar friend.

14We took sweet fellowship together.
We walked in God’s house with com-
pany.

15Let death come suddenly on them.
Let them go down alive into Sheol.†
For wickedness is amongst them, in
their dwelling.

16As for me, I will call on God.
The LORDwill saveme.

17Evening, morning, and at noon, I will cry
out in distress.

He will hear my voice.
18He has redeemed my soul in peace from

the battle that was against me,
although there are many who oppose
me.

19God, who is enthroned forever,
will hear and answer them.

Selah.

They never change
and don’t fear God.

20He raises his hands against his friends.
He has violated his covenant.

21His mouth was smooth as butter,
but his heart was war.

His words were softer than oil,
yet they were drawn swords.

22Cast yourburdenon theLORDandhewill
sustain you.

† 55:15: Sheol is the place of the dead.
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He will never allow the righteous to be
moved.

23 But you, God, will bring them down into
the pit of destruction.

Bloodthirsty and deceitful men shall
not live out half their days,

but I will trust in you.

56
For the Chief Musician. To the tune of
“Silent Dove in Distant Lands.” A poem by
David, when the Philistines seized him in
Gath.
1 Be merciful to me, God, for man wants to

swallowme up.
All day long, he attacks and oppresses
me.

2Myenemieswant to swallowmeupall day
long,

for they are many who fight proudly
against me.

3When I am afraid,
I will put my trust in you.

4 In God, I praise his word.
In God, I put my trust.

I will not be afraid.
What can flesh do tome?

5All day long they twist mywords.
All their thoughts are against me for
evil.

6They conspire and lurk,
watchingmy steps.
They are eager to takemy life.

7 Shall they escape by iniquity?
In anger cast down the peoples, God.

8You count mywanderings.
You put my tears into your container.
Aren’t they in your book?

9 Then my enemies shall turn back in the
day that I call.

I know this: that God is for me.
10 In God, I will praise his word.

In the LORD, I will praise his word.
11 I have put my trust in God.

I will not be afraid.
What canman do tome?

12Your vows are onme, God.
I will give thank offerings to you.

13 For you have delivered my soul from
death,

and preventedmy feet from falling,
that I may walk before God in the light
of the living.

57
For the Chief Musician. To the tune of “Do
Not Destroy.” A poem by David, when he
fled from Saul, in the cave.
1Bemerciful to me, God, bemerciful to me,

for my soul takes refuge in you.
Yes, in the shadow of your wings, I will take

refuge,

until disaster has passed.
2 I cry out to GodMost High,
to God who accomplishes my requests for

me.
3Hewill send from heaven, and saveme,

he rebukes the onewho is pursuingme.
Selah.

God will send out his loving kindness and
his truth.

4My soul is amongst lions.
I lie amongst those who are set on fire,
even the sons of men, whose teeth are
spears and arrows,

and their tongue a sharp sword.
5Be exalted, God, above the heavens!

Let your glory be above all the earth!

6They have prepared a net for my steps.
My soul is bowed down.

They dig a pit before me.
They fall into the middle of it them-
selves.

Selah.
7My heart is steadfast, God.

My heart is steadfast.
I will sing, yes, I will sing praises.

8 Wake up, my glory! Wake up, lute and
harp!

I will wake up the dawn.
9 Iwill give thanks to you, Lord, amongst the

peoples.
I will sing praises to you amongst the
nations.

10For your great loving kindness reaches to
the heavens,

and your truth to the skies.
11Be exalted, God, above the heavens.

Let your glory be over all the earth.

58
For the Chief Musician. To the tune of “Do
Not Destroy.” A poem by David.
1Do you indeed speak righteousness, silent

ones?
Do you judge blamelessly, you sons of
men?

2No, in your heart you plot injustice.
You measure out the violence of your
hands in the earth.

3The wicked go astray from the womb.
They are wayward as soon as they are
born, speaking lies.

4Their poison is like the poison of a snake,
like a deaf cobra that stops its ear,
5 which doesn’t listen to the voice of
charmers,

nomatter how skilful the charmermay
be.

6Break their teeth, God, in their mouth.
Break out the great teeth of the young
lions, LORD.
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7 Let them vanish like water that flows
away.

When they draw the bow, let their ar-
rows bemade blunt.

8 Let them be like a snail which melts and
passes away,

like the stillborn child, who has not
seen the sun.

9 Before your pots can feel the heat of the
thorns,

he will sweep away the green and the
burning alike.

10 The righteous shall rejoice when he sees
the vengeance.

Heshallwashhis feet in thebloodof the
wicked,

11 so that men shall say, “Most certainly
there is a reward for the righteous.

Most certainly there is a God who
judges the earth.”

59
For the Chief Musician. To the tune of “Do
Not Destroy.” A poem by David, when Saul
sent, and they watched the house to kill
him.
1Deliver me frommy enemies, my God.

Set me on high from those who rise up
against me.

2Deliver me from the workers of iniquity.
Saveme from the bloodthirsty men.

3For, behold, they lie in wait for my soul.
Themighty gather themselves together
against me,

not formydisobedience, nor formysin,
LORD.

4 I have done no wrong, yet they are ready
to attackme.

Rise up, behold, and helpme!
5 You, LORD God of Armies, the God of Is-

rael,
rouse yourself to punish the nations.
Show nomercy to the wicked traitors.

Selah.
6They return at evening, howling like dogs,

and prowl around the city.
7Behold, they spewwith their mouth.

Swords are in their lips,
“For”, they say, “who hears us?”

8But you, LORD, laugh at them.
You scoff at all the nations.

9Oh, my Strength, I watch for you,
for God is my high tower.

10My God will go before me with his loving
kindness.

God will let me look at my enemies in
triumph.

11Don’t kill them, or my people may forget.
Scatter them by your power, and bring
them down, Lord our shield.

12For the sin of their mouth, and the words
of their lips,

let them be caught in their pride,
for the curses and lies which they utter.

13Consume them in wrath.
Consume them, and they will be no
more.

Let them know that God rules in Jacob,
to the ends of the earth.

Selah.
14At evening let them return.

Let themhowl likeadog, andgoaround
the city.

15They shall wander up and down for food,
and wait all night if they aren’t satis-
fied.

16But I will sing of your strength.
Yes, I will sing aloud of your loving
kindness in themorning.

For you have beenmy high tower,
a refuge in the day of my distress.

17To you, my strength, I will sing praises.
ForGod ismyhigh tower, theGod ofmy
mercy.

60
For the Chief Musician. To the tune of “The
Lily of the Covenant.” A teaching poem
by David, when he fought with Aram Na-
haraim and with Aram Zobah, and Joab re-
turned, andkilled twelve thousandofEdom
in the Valley of Salt.
1God, you have rejected us.

You have broken us down.
You have been angry.

Restore us, again.
2You havemade the land tremble.

You have torn it.
Mend its fractures,

for it quakes.
3You have shown your people hard things.

You have made us drink the wine that
makes us stagger.

4You have given a banner to thosewho fear
you,

that it may be displayed because of the
truth.

Selah.

5 So that your belovedmay be delivered,
save with your right hand, and answer
us.

6God has spoken from his sanctuary:
“I will triumph.
I will divide Shechem,
andmeasure out the valley of Succoth.

7Gilead is mine, andManasseh is mine.
Ephraimalso is the defence ofmyhead.
Judah is my sceptre.

8Moab is mywash basin.
I will throwmy sandal on Edom.
I shout in triumph over Philistia.”
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9Whowill bringme into the strong city?
Who has ledme to Edom?

10Haven’t you, God, rejected us?
You don’t go out with our armies, God.

11Give us help against the adversary,
for the help of man is vain.

12Through Godwewill do valiantly,
for it is he who will tread down our
adversaries.

61
For the Chief Musician. For a stringed in-
strument. By David.
1Hearmy cry, God.

Listen to my prayer.
2From the end of the earth, I will call to you

whenmy heart is overwhelmed.
Lead me to the rock that is higher than
I.

3For you have been a refuge for me,
a strong tower from the enemy.

4 I will dwell in your tent forever.
I will take refuge in the shelter of your
wings.

Selah.
5For you, God, have heardmy vows.

Youhave givenme theheritage of those
who fear your name.

6Youwill prolong the king’s life.
His years will be for generations.

7 He shall be enthroned in God’s presence
forever.

Appoint your loving kindness and
truth, that theymay preserve him.

8 So I will sing praise to your name forever,
that I may fulfil my vows daily.

62
For the Chief Musician. To Jeduthun. A
Psalm by David.
1My soul rests in God alone.

My salvation is from him.
2He alone is my rock, my salvation, andmy

fortress.
I will never be greatly shaken.

3How long will you assault a man?
Would all of you throw him down,
like a leaning wall, like a tottering
fence?

4They fully intend to throwhimdown from
his lofty place.

They delight in lies.
They bless with their mouth, but they
curse inwardly.

Selah.
5My soul, wait in silence for God alone,

for my expectation is from him.
6He alone is my rock and my salvation, my

fortress.
I will not be shaken.

7My salvation andmy honour is with God.

The rockofmystrength, andmyrefuge,
is in God.

8Trust in him at all times, you people.
Pour out your heart before him.
God is a refuge for us.

Selah.
9Surelymenof lowdegree are just a breath,

andmen of high degree are a lie.
In the balances they will go up.

They are together lighter than abreath.
10Don’t trust in oppression.

Don’t become vain in robbery.
If riches increase,

don’t set your heart on them.
11God has spoken once;

twice I have heard this,
that power belongs to God.

12 Also to you, Lord, belongs loving kind-
ness,

for you reward everyman according to
his work.

63
APsalmbyDavid,whenhewas in thedesert
of Judah.
1God, you aremy God.

I will earnestly seek you.
My soul thirsts for you.

My flesh longs for you,
in a dry andweary land, where there is
no water.

2 So I have seen you in the sanctuary,
watching your power and your glory.

3 Because your loving kindness is better
than life,

my lips shall praise you.
4 So I will bless you while I live.

I will lift upmy hands in your name.
5My soul shall be satisfied as with the rich-

est food.
My mouth shall praise you with joyful
lips,

6when I remember you onmy bed,
and think about you in the night
watches.

7For you have beenmy help.
I will rejoice in the shadow of your
wings.

8My soul stays close to you.
Your right hand holds me up.

9But those who seekmy soul to destroy it
shall go into the lower parts of the
earth.

10 They shall be given over to the power of
the sword.

They shall be jackal food.
11But the king shall rejoice in God.

Everyone who swears by him will
praise him,

for the mouth of those who speak lies
shall be silenced.
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64
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David.
1Hearmy voice, God, in my complaint.

Preserve my life from fear of the en-
emy.

2 Hide me from the conspiracy of the
wicked,

from the noisy crowd of the ones doing
evil;

3who sharpen their tongue like a sword,
and aim their arrows, deadly words,
4 to shoot innocent men from am-
bushes.

They shoot at him suddenly and fear-
lessly.

5They encourage themselves in evil plans.
They talk about laying snares secretly.
They say, “Whowill see them?”

6Theyplot injustice, saying, “Wehavemade
a perfect plan!”

Surely man’s mind and heart are cun-
ning.

7But God will shoot at them.
They will be suddenly struck down
with an arrow.

8Their own tongues shall ruin them.
All who see them will shake their
heads.

9All mankind shall be afraid.
They shall declare the work of God,
and shall wisely ponder what he has
done.

10The righteous shall be glad in the LORD,
and shall take refuge in him.
All the upright in heart shall praise
him!

65
For the ChiefMusician. A PsalmbyDavid. A
song.
1Praise waits for you, God, in Zion.

Vows shall be performed to you.
2Youwho hear prayer,

all menwill come to you.
3 Sins overwhelmedme,

but you atoned for our transgressions.
4 Blessed is the one whom you choose and

cause to come near,
that hemay live in your courts.
We will be filled with the goodness of
your house,

your holy temple.
5 By awesome deeds of righteousness, you

answer us,
God of our salvation.

You who are the hope of all the ends of the
earth,

of those who are far away on the sea.
6By your power, you form themountains,

having armed yourself with strength.
7You still the roaring of the seas,

the roaring of their waves,

and the turmoil of the nations.
8They alsowho dwell in faraway places are

afraid at your wonders.
You call the morning’s dawn and the
evening with songs of joy.

9You visit the earth, and water it.
You greatly enrich it.

The river of God is full of water.
Youprovide themgrain, for soyouhave
ordained it.

10You drench its furrows.
You level its ridges.
You soften it with showers.
You bless it with a crop.

11You crown the year with your bounty.
Your carts overflowwith abundance.

12The wilderness grasslands overflow.
The hills are clothed with gladness.

13The pastures are covered with flocks.
The valleys also are clothed with grain.

They shout for joy!
They also sing.

66
For the Chief Musician. A song. A Psalm.
1Make a joyful shout to God, all the earth!

2 Sing to the glory of his name!
Offer glory and praise!

3Tell God, “How awesome are your deeds!
Through the greatness of your power,
your enemies submit themselves to
you.

4All the earth will worship you,
and will sing to you;
they will sing to your name.”

Selah.
5Come, and see God’s deeds—

awesome work on behalf of the chil-
dren of men.

6He turned the sea into dry land.
They went through the river on foot.
There, we rejoiced in him.

7He rules by his might forever.
His eyes watch the nations.
Don’t let the rebellious rise up against
him.

Selah.
8Praise our God, you peoples!

Make the sound of his praise heard,
9who preserves our life amongst the living,

and doesn’t allow our feet to bemoved.
10For you, God, have tested us.

Youhave refinedus, as silver is refined.
11You brought us into prison.

You laid a burden on our backs.
12You allowedmen to ride over our heads.

We went through fire and through wa-
ter,

but youbrought us to theplace of abun-
dance.

13 I will come into your temple with burnt
offerings.
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I will paymy vows to you,
14whichmy lips promised,
and my mouth spoke, when I was in
distress.

15 I will offer to you burnt offerings of fat
animals,

with the offering of rams,
I will offer bulls with goats.

Selah.
16Come and hear, all you who fear God.

I will declare what he has done for my
soul.

17 I cried to himwithmymouth.
He was extolled withmy tongue.

18 If I cherished sin inmy heart,
the Lord wouldn’t have listened.

19But most certainly, God has listened.
He has heard the voice of my prayer.

20Blessed be God, who has not turned away
my prayer,

nor his loving kindness fromme.

67
For the Chief Musician. With stringed in-
struments. A Psalm. A song.
1May God bemerciful to us, bless us,

and cause his face to shine on us.
Selah.

2That your waymay be known on earth,
andyour salvationamongst all nations,

3 let the peoples praise you, God.
Let all the peoples praise you.

4Oh let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for you will judge the peoples with eq-
uity,

and govern the nations on earth.
Selah.

5Let the peoples praise you, God.
Let all the peoples praise you.

6The earth has yielded its increase.
God, even our own God, will bless us.

7Godwill bless us.
All the ends of the earth shall fear him.

68
For the ChiefMusician. A PsalmbyDavid. A
song.
1Let God arise!

Let his enemies be scattered!
Let themwho hate him also flee before
him.

2As smoke is driven away,
so drive them away.

As waxmelts before the fire,
so let thewicked perish at the presence
of God.

3But let the righteous be glad.
Let them rejoice before God.
Yes, let them rejoice with gladness.

4 Sing to God! Sing praises to his name!
Extol himwho rides on the clouds:

to the LORD,† his name!
Rejoice before him!

5A father of the fatherless, and a defender
of the widows,

is God in his holy habitation.
6God sets the lonely in families.
He brings out the prisoners with singing,

but the rebellious dwell in a sun-
scorched land.

7God, when you went out before your peo-
ple,

whenyoumarched through thewilder-
ness...

Selah.
8The earth trembled.

The sky also poured down rain at the
presence of the God of Sinai—

at thepresenceofGod, theGodof Israel.
9You, God, sent a plentiful rain.

You confirmed your inheritance when
it was weary.

10Your congregation lived therein.
You, God, prepared your goodness for
the poor.

11The Lord announced the word.
The ones who proclaim it are a great
company.

12 “Kings of armies flee! They flee!”
She who waits at home divides the
plunder,

13 while you sleep amongst the camp
fires,

the wings of a dove sheathed with sil-
ver,

her feathers with shining gold.
14 When the Almighty scattered kings in

her,
it snowed on Zalmon.

15 The mountains of Bashan are majestic
mountains.

Themountains of Bashan are rugged.
16 Why do you look in envy, you rugged

mountains,
at the mountain where God chooses to
reign?

Yes, the LORD‡will dwell there forever.
17The chariots of God are tens of thousands

and thousands of thousands.
The Lord is amongst them, from Sinai,
into the sanctuary.

18You have ascended on high.
You have led away captives.

You have received gifts amongst people,
yes, amongst the rebellious also, that
the LORD§ Godmight dwell there.

† 68:4: Hebrew: יה Yah ‡ 68:16: LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise

noted as being from the short form יה Yah. § 68:18: Hebrew: יה Yah
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19Blessed be the Lord, who daily bears our
burdens,

even the Godwho is our salvation.
Selah.

20God is to us a God of deliverance.
ToGOD,† the Lord, belongs escape from
death.

21ButGodwill strike through theheadofhis
enemies,

the hairy scalp of such a one as still
continues in his guiltiness.

22 The Lord said, “I will bring you again
from Bashan,

I will bring you again from the depths
of the sea,

23 that you may crush them, dipping your
foot in blood,

that the tongues of your dogsmay have
their portion from your enemies.”

24They have seen your processions, God,
even the processions of my God, my
King, into the sanctuary.

25 The singers went before, the minstrels
followed after,

amongst the ladies playing with tam-
bourines,

26 “Bless God in the congregations,
even the Lord in the assembly of Is-
rael!”

27There is little Benjamin, their ruler,
the princes of Judah, their council,
the princes of Zebulun, and the princes
of Naphtali.

28Your God has commanded your strength.
Strengthen, God, that which you have
done for us.

29Because of your temple at Jerusalem,
kings shall bring presents to you.

30Rebuke the wild animal of the reeds,
the multitude of the bulls with the
calves of the peoples.

Trample under foot the bars of silver.
Scatter the nations who delight in war.

31Princes shall come out of Egypt.
Ethiopia shall hurry to stretch out her
hands to God.

32 Sing to God, you kingdoms of the earth!
Sing praises to the Lord—

Selah—
33 to him who rides on the heaven of heav-

ens, which are of old;
behold, he utters his voice, a mighty
voice.

34Ascribe strength to God!
His excellency is over Israel,
his strength is in the skies.

35You are awesome, God, in your sanctuar-
ies.

The God of Israel gives strength and
power to his people.

Praise be to God!

69
For the Chief Musician. To the tune of
“Lilies.” By David.
1 Saveme, God,

for the waters have come up to my
neck!

2 I sink in deep mire, where there is no
foothold.

I have come into deep waters, where
the floods overflowme.

3 I amweary withmy crying.
My throat is dry.
My eyes fail looking for my God.

4 Those who hate me without a cause are
more than the hairs of my head.

Thosewhowant to cutme off, beingmy
enemies wrongfully, are mighty.

I have to restore what I didn’t take
away.

5God, you knowmy foolishness.
My sins aren’t hidden from you.

6Don’t let thosewhowait foryoube shamed
throughme, Lord GOD of Armies.

Don’t let thosewhoseekyoubebrought
to dishonour through me, God of Is-
rael.

7 Because for your sake, I have borne re-
proach.

Shame has coveredmy face.
8 I have become a stranger to my brothers,

an alien to mymother’s children.
9For the zeal of your house consumesme.

The reproaches of those who reproach
you have fallen onme.

10When I wept and I fasted,
that was to my reproach.

11When I made sackclothmy clothing,
I became a byword to them.

12Those who sit in the gate talk about me.
I am the song of the drunkards.

13But as for me, my prayer is to you, LORD,
in an acceptable time.

God, in the abundance of your loving
kindness, answer me in the truth of
your salvation.

14Deliver me out of the mire, and don’t let
me sink.

Let me be delivered from those who
hate me, and out of the deep waters.

15Don’t let the floodwaters overwhelmme,
neither let the deep swallowme up.
Don’t let the pit shut its mouth onme.

16 Answer me, LORD, for your loving kind-
ness is good.

According to themultitude of your ten-
der mercies, turn to me.

† 68:20: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew
,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh).
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17Don’t hide your face from your servant,
for I am in distress.
Answerme speedily!

18Draw near to my soul and redeem it.
Ransomme because of my enemies.

19 You know my reproach, my shame, and
my dishonour.

My adversaries are all before you.
20Reproach has broken my heart, and I am

full of heaviness.
I looked for some to take pity, but there
was none;

for comforters, but I found none.
21They also gaveme poison for my food.

In my thirst, they gave me vinegar to
drink.

22 Let their table before them become a
snare.

May it become a retribution and a trap.
23 Let their eyes be darkened, so that they

can’t see.
Let their backs be continually bent.

24Pour out your indignation on them.
Let the fierceness of your anger over-
take them.

25Let their habitation be desolate.
Let no one dwell in their tents.

26 For they persecute him whom you have
wounded.

They tell of the sorrow of those whom
you have hurt.

27Charge themwith crime upon crime.
Don’t let them come into your righ-
teousness.

28Let thembe blotted out of the book of life,
and not be written with the righteous.

29But I am in pain and distress.
Let your salvation, God, protect me.

30 I will praise the name of Godwith a song,
and will magnify him with thanksgiv-
ing.

31 It will please the LORD better than an ox,
or a bull that has horns and hoofs.

32The humble have seen it, and are glad.
You who seek after God, let your heart
live.

33For the LORD hears the needy,
and doesn’t despise his captive people.

34Let heaven and earth praise him;
the seas, and everything that moves
therein!

35ForGodwill saveZion, andbuild thecities
of Judah.

They shall settle there, and own it.
36 The children also of his servants shall

inherit it.
Those who love his name shall dwell
therein.

70
For the Chief Musician. By David. A re-
minder.

1Hurry, God, to deliver me.
Come quickly to help me, LORD.

2Let thembedisappointed and confounded
who seekmy soul.

Let thosewhodesiremy ruin be turned
back in disgrace.

3Let thembe turnedbecause of their shame
who say, “Aha! Aha!”

4 Let all those who seek you rejoice and be
glad in you.

Let those who love your salvation con-
tinually say,

“Let God be exalted!”
5But I am poor and needy.

Come tome quickly, God.
You aremy help andmy deliverer.

LORD, don’t delay.

71
1 In you, LORD, I take refuge.

Never let me be disappointed.
2Deliverme in your righteousness, and res-

cueme.
Turn your ear to me, and saveme.

3 Be to me a rock of refuge to which I may
always go.

Give the command to saveme,
for you aremy rock andmy fortress.

4 Rescue me, my God, from the hand of the
wicked,

from the hand of the unrighteous and
cruel man.

5For you aremy hope, Lord GOD,
my confidence frommy youth.

6 I have relied on you from the womb.
You are he who took me out of my
mother’s womb.

I will always praise you.
7 I am amarvel to many,

but you aremy strong refuge.
8Mymouth shall be filled with your praise,

with your honour all day long.
9Don’t reject me inmy old age.

Don’t forsake me when my strength
fails.

10Formy enemies talk about me.
Those who watch for my soul conspire
together,

11 saying, “God has forsaken him.
Pursue and take him, for no one will
rescue him.”

12God, don’t be far fromme.
My God, hurry to help me.

13Letmyaccusers be disappointed and con-
sumed.

Let them be covered with disgrace and
scorn whowant to harmme.

14But I will always hope,
and will add to all of your praise.

15Mymouth will tell about your righteous-
ness,
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and of your salvation all day,
though I don’t know its full measure.

16 I will come with the mighty acts of the
Lord GOD.

I will make mention of your righteous-
ness, even of yours alone.

17God, you have taught me frommy youth.
Until now, I have declared your won-
drous works.

18Yes, even when I am old and grey-haired,
God, don’t forsakeme,

until I have declared your strength to
the next generation,

yourmight to everyonewho is to come.
19 God, your righteousness also reaches to

the heavens.
You have done great things.
God, who is like you?

20You, who have shown usmany and bitter
troubles,

you will let me live.
You will bring us up again from the
depths of the earth.

21 Increase my honour
and comfort me again.

22 I will also praise you with the harp for
your faithfulness, my God.

I sing praises to you with the lyre, Holy
One of Israel.

23My lips shall shout for joy!
My soul, which you have redeemed,
sings praises to you!

24My tongue will also talk about your righ-
teousness all day long,

for they are disappointed, and they are
confounded,

whowant to harmme.

72
By Solomon.
1God, give the king your justice;

your righteousness to the royal son.
2He will judge your people with righteous-

ness,
and your poor with justice.

3 The mountains shall bring prosperity to
the people.

The hills bring the fruit of righteous-
ness.

4Hewill judge the poor of the people.
He will save the children of the needy,
and will break the oppressor in pieces.

5They shall fear youwhile the sun endures;
and as long as themoon, throughout all
generations.

6He will come down like rain on the mown
grass,

as showers that water the earth.
7 In his days, the righteous shall flourish,

and abundance of peace, until the
moon is nomore.

8 He shall have dominion also from sea to
sea,

from the River to the ends of the earth.
9 Those who dwell in the wilderness shall

bow before him.
His enemies shall lick the dust.

10 The kings of Tarshish and of the islands
will bring tribute.

The kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer
gifts.

11Yes, all kings shall fall down before him.
All nations shall serve him.

12 For he will deliver the needy when he
cries;

the poor, who has no helper.
13Hewill have pity on the poor and needy.

He will save the souls of the needy.
14 He will redeem their soul from oppres-

sion and violence.
Theirbloodwill beprecious inhis sight.

15Hewill live; andSheba’sgoldwill begiven
to him.

Menwill pray for him continually.
They will bless him all day long.

16 Abundance of grain shall be throughout
the land.

Its fruit sways like Lebanon.
Let it flourish, thriving like the grass of
the field.

17His name endures forever.
His name continues as long as the sun.

Men shall be blessed by him.
All nations will call him blessed.

18 Praise be to the LORD God, the God of
Israel,

who alone does marvellous deeds.
19Blessed be his glorious name forever!

Let the whole earth be filled with his
glory!

Amen and amen.

20This ends the prayers by David, the son
of Jesse.

BOOK 3
73

A Psalm by Asaph.
1 Surely God† is good to Israel,

to those who are pure in heart.
2But as for me, my feet were almost gone.

My steps had nearly slipped.
3For I was envious of the arrogant,

when I saw the prosperity of the
wicked.

4For there are no struggles in their death,
but their strength is firm.

5They are free from burdens of men,
† 73:1: The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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neither are they plagued like other
men.

6 Therefore pride is like a chain around
their neck.

Violence covers them like a garment.
7Their eyes bulge with fat.

Their minds pass the limits of conceit.
8They scoff and speak withmalice.

In arrogance, they threaten oppres-
sion.

9They have set their mouth in the heavens.
Their tongue walks through the earth.

10Therefore their people return to them,
and they drink up waters of abun-
dance.

11They say, “How does God know?
Is there knowledge in theMost High?”

12Behold, these are the wicked.
Being always at ease, they increase in
riches.

13 Surely I have cleansedmy heart in vain,
and washedmy hands in innocence,

14For all day long I have been plagued,
and punished everymorning.

15 If I had said, “I will speak thus”,
behold, I would have betrayed the gen-
eration of your children.

16When I tried to understand this,
it was too painful for me—

17until I entered God’s sanctuary,
and considered their latter end.

18 Surely you set them in slippery places.
You throw them down to destruction.

19How they are suddenly destroyed!
They are completely swept away with
terrors.

20As a dreamwhen one wakes up,
so, Lord,‡ when you awake, you will
despise their fantasies.

21Formy soul was grieved.
I was embittered inmy heart.

22 I was so senseless and ignorant.
I was a brute beast before you.

23Nevertheless, I am continually with you.
You have heldmy right hand.

24Youwill guidemewith your counsel,
and afterward receive me to glory.

25Whom do I have in heaven?
There is no one on earth whom I desire
besides you.

26My flesh andmy heart fails,
but God is the strength of my heart and
my portion forever.

27 For, behold, those who are far from you
shall perish.

You have destroyed all those who are
unfaithful to you.

28But it is good forme to come close to God.
I havemade the Lord GOD§my refuge,

that I may tell of all your works.

74
A contemplation by Asaph.
1God, why have you rejected us forever?

Why does your anger smoulder against
the sheep of your pasture?

2Remember your congregation, which you
purchased of old,

which you have redeemed to be the
tribe of your inheritance:

Mount Zion, in which you have lived.
3Lift up your feet to the perpetual ruins,

all the evil that the enemy has done in
the sanctuary.

4 Your adversaries have roared in the mid-
dle of your assembly.

They have set up their standards as
signs.

5They behaved like menwielding axes,
cutting through a thicket of trees.

6Now they break all its carved work down
with hatchet and hammers.

7Theyhaveburnt your sanctuary to the
ground.

They have profaned the dwelling place
of your Name.

8 They said in their heart, “We will crush
them completely.”

They have burnt up all the places in the
land where Godwas worshipped.

9We see nomiraculous signs.
There is no longer any prophet,
neither is there amongst us anyone
who knows how long.

10 How long, God, shall the adversary re-
proach?

Shall the enemy blaspheme your name
forever?

11Why do you draw back your hand, even
your right hand?

Take it from your chest and consume
them!

12Yet God is my King of old,
working salvation throughout the
earth.

13You divided the sea by your strength.
You broke the heads of the sea mon-
sters in the waters.

14 You broke the heads of Leviathan in
pieces.

You gave him as food to people and
desert creatures.

15You opened up spring and stream.
You dried upmighty rivers.

16The day is yours, the night is also yours.

‡ 73:20: The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” § 73:28: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or
“GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh).
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You have prepared the light and the
sun.

17 You have set all the boundaries of the
earth.

You havemade summer andwinter.

18 Remember this, that the enemy has
mocked you, LORD.

Foolish people have blasphemed your
name.

19Don’t deliver the soul of your dove towild
beasts.

Don’t forget the life of your poor for-
ever.

20Honour your covenant,
for haunts of violence fill the dark
places of the earth.

21Don’t let the oppressed return ashamed.
Let the poor and needy praise your
name.

22Arise, God! Plead your own cause.
Remember how the foolishmanmocks
you all day.

23Don’t forget thevoiceof youradversaries.
The tumult of thosewho rise up against
you ascends continually.

75
For the Chief Musician. To the tune of “Do
Not Destroy.” A Psalm by Asaph. A song.
1We give thanks to you, God.

We give thanks, for your Name is near.
Men tell about your wondrous works.

2When I choose the appointed time,
I will judge blamelessly.

3The earth and all its inhabitants quake.
I firmly hold its pillars.

Selah.
4 I said to the arrogant, “Don’t boast!”

I said to the wicked, “Don’t lift up the
horn.

5Don’t lift up your horn on high.
Don’t speak with a stiff neck.”

6 For neither from the east, nor from the
west,

nor yet from the south, comes exalta-
tion.

7But God is the judge.
He puts down one, and lifts up another.

8For in the LORD’s hand there is a cup,
full of foamingwinemixedwith spices.

He pours it out.
Indeed the wicked of the earth drink
and drink it to its very dregs.

9But I will declare this forever:
I will sing praises to the God of Jacob.

10 I will cut off all the horns of the wicked,
but the horns of the righteous shall be
lifted up.

76
For the Chief Musician. On stringed instru-
ments. A Psalm by Asaph. A song.
1 In Judah, God is known.

His name is great in Israel.
2His tabernacle is also in Salem.

His dwelling place in Zion.
3 There he broke the flaming arrows of the

bow,
the shield, and the sword, and the
weapons of war.

Selah.
4Glorious are you, and excellent,

more thanmountains of game.
5Valiant men lie plundered,

they have slept their last sleep.
None of the men of war can lift their
hands.

6At your rebuke, God of Jacob,
both chariot and horse are cast into a
dead sleep.

7You, even you, are to be feared.
Who can stand in your sight when you
are angry?

8You pronounced judgement from heaven.
The earth feared, and was silent,
9when God arose to judgement,
to save all the afflicted ones of the
earth.

Selah.
10 Surely the wrath of man praises you.

The survivors of your wrath are re-
strained.

11 Make vows to the LORD your God, and
fulfil them!

Let all of his neighbours bring presents
to himwho is to be feared.

12Hewill cut off the spirit of princes.
He is feared by the kings of the earth.

77
For the Chief Musician. To Jeduthun. A
Psalm by Asaph.
1My cry goes to God!

Indeed, I cry to God for help,
and for him to listen to me.

2 In the day of my trouble I sought the Lord.
Myhandwas stretched out in the night,
and didn’t get tired.

My soul refused to be comforted.
3 I remember God, and I groan.

I complain, and my spirit is over-
whelmed.

Selah.

4You holdmy eyelids open.
I am so troubled that I can’t speak.

5 I have considered the days of old,
the years of ancient times.

6 I remembermy song in the night.
I consider inmy own heart;
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my spirit diligently enquires:
7 “Will the Lord reject us forever?

Will he be favourable nomore?
8Has his loving kindness vanished forever?

Does his promise fail for generations?
9Has God forgotten to be gracious?

Has he, in anger, withheld his compas-
sion?”

Selah.
10Then I thought, “I will appeal to this:

the years of the right hand of the Most
High.”

11 I will remember the LORD’s deeds;
for I will remember your wonders of
old.

12 I will also meditate on all your work,
and consider your doings.

13Your way, God, is in the sanctuary.
What god is great like God?

14You are the Godwho does wonders.
You have made your strength known
amongst the peoples.

15 You have redeemed your people with
your arm,

the sons of Jacob and Joseph.
Selah.

16The waters saw you, God.
The waters saw you, and they writhed.
The depths also convulsed.

17The clouds poured out water.
The skies resounded with thunder.
Your arrows also flashed around.

18 The voice of your thunder was in the
whirlwind.

The lightnings lit up the world.
The earth trembled and shook.

19Your way was through the sea,
your paths through the great waters.
Your footsteps were not known.

20You led your people like a flock,
by the hand of Moses and Aaron.

78
A contemplation by Asaph.
1Hearmy teaching, my people.

Turn your ears to the words of my
mouth.

2 I will openmymouth in a parable.
I will utter dark sayings of old,

3which we have heard and known,
and our fathers have told us.

4Wewill not hide them from their children,
telling to the generation to come the
praises of the LORD,

his strength, and his wondrous deeds
that he has done.

5For he established a covenant in Jacob,
and appointed a teaching in Israel,
which he commanded our fathers,
that they should make them known to
their children;

6 that the generation to come might know,
even the children who should be
born;

who should arise and tell their chil-
dren,

7 that theymight set their hope in God,
and not forget God’s deeds,
but keep his commandments,

8andmight not be as their fathers—
a stubborn and rebellious generation,
a generation that didn’t make their
hearts loyal,

whose spirit was not steadfast with
God.

9The childrenof Ephraim, being armedand
carrying bows,

turned back in the day of battle.
10They didn’t keep God’s covenant,

and refused to walk in his law.
11They forgot his doings,

his wondrous deeds that he had shown
them.

12 He did marvellous things in the sight of
their fathers,

in the land of Egypt, in the field of Zoan.
13He split the sea, and caused them to pass

through.
Hemade the waters stand as a heap.

14 In the daytime he also led them with a
cloud,

and all night with a light of fire.
15He split rocks in the wilderness,

and gave themdrink abundantly as out
of the depths.

16He brought streams also out of the rock,
and caused waters to run down like
rivers.

17Yet they still went on to sin against him,
to rebel against the Most High in the
desert.

18They tempted God in their heart
by asking food according to their de-
sire.

19Yes, they spoke against God.
They said, “Can God prepare a table in
the wilderness?

20Behold, he struck the rock, so that waters
gushed out,

and streams overflowed.
Can he give bread also?

Will he providemeat for his people?”
21 Therefore the LORD heard, and was an-

gry.
A fire was kindled against Jacob,
anger also went up against Israel,

22because they didn’t believe in God,
and didn’t trust in his salvation.

23Yet he commanded the skies above,
and opened the doors of heaven.

24He rained downmanna on them to eat,
and gave them food from the sky.

25Man ate the bread of angels.
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He sent them food to the full.
26 He caused the east wind to blow in the

sky.
By his power he guided the southwind.

27He also rainedmeat on them as the dust,
winged birds as the sand of the seas.

28 He let them fall in the middle of their
camp,

around their habitations.
29 So they ate, and were well filled.

He gave them their own desire.
30They didn’t turn from their cravings.

Their food was yet in their mouths,
31 when the anger of God went up
against them,

killed some of their strongest,
and struck down the young men of Is-
rael.

32For all this they still sinned,
and didn’t believe in his wondrous
works.

33Thereforehe consumed their days in van-
ity,

and their years in terror.
34When he killed them, then they enquired

after him.
They returned and sought God
earnestly.

35 They remembered that God was their
rock,

the Most High God, their redeemer.
36But they flattered himwith their mouth,

and lied to himwith their tongue.
37For their heart was not right with him,

neither were they faithful in his
covenant.

38 But he, being merciful, forgave iniquity,
and didn’t destroy them.

Yes, many times he turned his anger
away,

and didn’t stir up all his wrath.
39He remembered that theywere but flesh,

a wind that passes away, and doesn’t
come again.

40 How often they rebelled against him in
the wilderness,

and grieved him in the desert!
41They turned again and tempted God,

and provoked the Holy One of Israel.
42They didn’t remember his hand,

nor the day when he redeemed them
from the adversary;

43how he set his signs in Egypt,
his wonders in the field of Zoan,

44he turned their rivers into blood,
and their streams, so that they could
not drink.

45 He sent amongst them swarms of flies,
which devoured them;

and frogs, which destroyed them.
46Healso gave their increase to the caterpil-

lar,

and their labour to the locust.
47He destroyed their vines with hail,

their sycamore fig trees with frost.
48 He also gave over their livestock to the

hail,
and their flocks to hot thunderbolts.

49 He threw on them the fierceness of his
anger,

wrath, indignation, and trouble,
and a band of angels of evil.

50Hemade a path for his anger.
He didn’t spare their soul from death,
but gave their life over to the pesti-
lence,

51and struck all the firstborn in Egypt,
the chief of their strength in the tents of
Ham.

52But he led out his own people like sheep,
and guided them in the wilderness like
a flock.

53 He led them safely, so that they weren’t
afraid,

but the sea overwhelmed their ene-
mies.

54 He brought them to the border of his
sanctuary,

to this mountain, which his right hand
had taken.

55 He also drove out the nations before
them,

allotted them for an inheritance by
line,

andmade the tribes of Israel to dwell in
their tents.

56Yet they tempted and rebelled against the
Most High God,

and didn’t keep his testimonies,
57but turned back, and dealt treacherously

like their fathers.
They were twisted like a deceitful bow.

58For theyprovokedhimtoangerwith their
high places,

and moved him to jealousy with their
engraved images.

59When God heard this, he was angry,
and greatly abhorred Israel,

60 so that he abandoned the tent of Shiloh,
the tent which he placed amongstmen,

61and delivered his strength into captivity,
his glory into the adversary’s hand.

62Healso gave his people over to the sword,
and was angry with his inheritance.

63Fire devoured their youngmen.
Their virgins had no wedding song.

64Their priests fell by the sword,
and their widows couldn’t weep.

65 Then the Lord awakened as one out of
sleep,

like a mighty man who shouts by rea-
son of wine.

66He struck his adversaries backward.
He put them to a perpetual reproach.
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67Moreover he rejected the tent of Joseph,
and didn’t choose the tribe of Ephraim,

68But chose the tribe of Judah,
Mount Zion which he loved.

69He built his sanctuary like the heights,
like the earth which he has established
forever.

70He also chose David his servant,
and took him from the sheepfolds;

71 from following the ewes that have their
young,

he brought him to be the shepherd of
Jacob, his people,

and Israel, his inheritance.
72Sohewas their shepherd according to the

integrity of his heart,
and guided them by the skilfulness of
his hands.

79
A Psalm by Asaph.
1 God, the nations have come into your in-

heritance.
They have defiled your holy temple.
They have laid Jerusalem in heaps.

2 They have given the dead bodies of your
servants tobe food for thebirdsof the
sky,

thefleshof your saints to the animals of
the earth.

3 They have shed their blood like water
around Jerusalem.

There was no one to bury them.
4We have become a reproach to our neigh-

bours,
a scoffingandderision to thosewhoare
around us.

5How long, LORD?
Will you be angry forever?
Will your jealousy burn like fire?

6 Pour out your wrath on the nations that
don’t know you,

on the kingdoms that don’t call on your
name,

7 for they have devoured Jacob,
and destroyed his homeland.

8Don’t hold the iniquities of our forefathers
against us.

Let your tender mercies speedily meet
us,

for we are in desperate need.
9Help us, God of our salvation, for the glory

of your name.
Deliver us, and forgive our sins, for
your name’s sake.

10 Why should the nations say, “Where is
their God?”

Let it be known amongst the nations,
before our eyes,

that vengeance for your servants’
blood is being poured out.

11 Let the sighing of the prisoner come be-
fore you.

According to the greatness of your
power, preserve those who are sen-
tenced to death.

12 Pay back to our neighbours seven times
into their bosom

their reproach with which they have
reproached you, Lord.

13 So we, your people and sheep of your
pasture,

will give you thanks forever.
Wewill praise you forever, to all gener-
ations.

80
For the Chief Musician. To the tune of “The
Lilies of the Covenant.” A Psalm by Asaph.
1Hear us, Shepherd of Israel,

you who lead Joseph like a flock,
you who sit above the cherubim, shine
out.

2 Before Ephraim, Benjamin, and Man-
asseh, stir up yourmight!

Come to save us!
3Turn us again, God.

Cause your face to shine,
and wewill be saved.

4LORD God of Armies,
how long will you be angry against the
prayer of your people?

5You have fed themwith the bread of tears,
and given them tears to drink in large
measure.

6Youmake us a source of contention to our
neighbours.

Our enemies laugh amongst them-
selves.

7Turn us again, God of Armies.
Cause your face to shine,
and wewill be saved.

8You brought a vine out of Egypt.
You drove out the nations, and planted
it.

9You cleared the ground for it.
It took deep root, and filled the land.

10 The mountains were covered with its
shadow.

Its boughs were like God’s cedars.
11 It sent out its branches to the sea,

its shoots to the River.
12Why have you broken down its walls,

so that all those who pass by the way
pluck it?

13The boar out of the wood ravages it.
The wild animals of the field feed on it.

14Turn again, we beg you, God of Armies.
Look down from heaven, and see, and
visit this vine,

15 the stock which your right hand planted,
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the branch that you made strong for
yourself.

16 It’s burnt with fire.
It’s cut down.
They perish at your rebuke.

17Let your handbe on themanof your right
hand,

on the son of man whom you made
strong for yourself.

18 So wewill not turn away from you.
Revive us, and we will call on your
name.

19Turn us again, LORD God of Armies.
Cause your face to shine, andwewill be
saved.

81
For theChiefMusician. Onan instrumentof
Gath. By Asaph.
1 Sing aloud to God, our strength!

Make a joyful shout to the God of Jacob!
2 Raise a song, and bring here the tam-

bourine,
the pleasant lyre with the harp.

3Blow the trumpet at the NewMoon,
at the full moon, on our feast day.

4For it is a statute for Israel,
an ordinance of the God of Jacob.

5He appointed it in Joseph for a covenant,
when he went out over the land of
Egypt,

I heard a language that I didn’t know.
6 “I removed his shoulder from the burden.

His hands were freed from the basket.
7You called in trouble, and I delivered you.

I answered you in the secret place of
thunder.

I tested you at the waters of Meribah.”
Selah.

8 “Hear, my people, and I will testify to you,
Israel, if you would listen to me!

9There shall be no strange god in you,
neither shall you worship any foreign
god.

10 I am the LORD, your God,
who brought you up out of the land of
Egypt.

Open yourmouthwide, and Iwill fill it.
11But my people didn’t listen to my voice.

Israel desired none of me.
12 So I let them go after the stubbornness of

their hearts,
that theymightwalk in their owncoun-
sels.

13Oh that my people would listen to me,
that Israel would walk inmyways!

14 I would soon subdue their enemies,
and turn my hand against their adver-
saries.

15 The haters of the LORD would cringe
before him,

and their punishment would last for-
ever.

16But hewould have also fed themwith the
finest of the wheat.

I will satisfy you with honey out of the
rock.”

82
A Psalm by Asaph.
1God presides in the great assembly.

He judges amongst the gods.
2 “How long will you judge unjustly,

and show partiality to the wicked?”
Selah.

3 “Defend the weak, the poor, and the fa-
therless.

Maintain the rights of the poor and op-
pressed.

4Rescue the weak and needy.
Deliver them out of the hand of the
wicked.”

5 They don’t know, neither do they under-
stand.

They walk back and forth in darkness.
All the foundations of the earth are
shaken.

6 I said, “You are gods,
all of you are sons of the Most High.

7Nevertheless you shall die like men,
and fall like one of the rulers.”

8Arise, God, judge the earth,
for you inherit all of the nations.

83
A song. A Psalm by Asaph.
1God, don’t keep silent.

Don’t keep silent,
and don’t be still, God.

2For, behold, your enemies are stirred up.
Thosewhohate youhave liftedup their
heads.

3 They conspire with cunning against your
people.

They plot against your cherished ones.
4 “Come,” they say, “let’s destroy them as a

nation,
that the name of Israel may be remem-
bered nomore.”

5For they have conspired togetherwith one
mind.

They form an alliance against you.
6The tents of Edom and the Ishmaelites;

Moab, and the Hagrites;
7Gebal, Ammon, and Amalek;

Philistia with the inhabitants of Tyre;
8Assyria also is joined with them.

They have helped the children of Lot.
Selah.

9Do to them as you did to Midian,
as to Sisera, as to Jabin, at the river
Kishon;
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10who perished at Endor,
who became as dung for the earth.

11Make their nobles like Oreb and Zeeb,
yes, all their princes like Zebah and
Zalmunna,

12 who said, “Let’s take possession of
God’s pasture lands.”

13My God, make them like tumbleweed,
like chaff before the wind.

14As the fire that burns the forest,
as the flame that sets themountains on
fire,

15 so pursue themwith your tempest,
and terrify themwith your storm.

16Fill their faces with confusion,
that theymay seek your name, LORD.

17 Let them be disappointed and dismayed
forever.

Yes, let them be confounded and per-
ish;

18 that they may know that you alone,
whose name is the LORD,†

are theMost High over all the earth.

84
For theChiefMusician. Onan instrumentof
Gath. A Psalm by the sons of Korah.
1How lovely are your dwellings,

LORD of Armies!
2 My soul longs, and even faints for the

courts of the LORD.
My heart and my flesh cry out for the
living God.

3Yes, the sparrow has found a home,
and the swallow a nest for herself,
where shemay have her young,

near your altars, LORD of Armies, my
King, andmy God.

4Blessedare thosewhodwell inyourhouse.
They are always praising you.

Selah.
5Blessed are thosewhose strength is in you,

who have set their hearts on a pilgrim-
age.

6 Passing through the valley of Weeping,
theymake it a place of springs.

Yes, the autumn rain covers it with
blessings.

7They go from strength to strength.
Every one of them appears before God
in Zion.

8LORD, God of Armies, hear my prayer.
Listen, God of Jacob.

Selah.
9Behold, God our shield,

look at the face of your anointed.
10 For a day in your courts is better than a

thousand.
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the
house of my God,

than todwell in the tentsofwickedness.
11For the LORD God is a sun and a shield.

The LORDwill give grace and glory.
He withholds no good thing from those
whowalk blamelessly.

12LORD of Armies,
blessed is themanwho trusts in you.

85
For the ChiefMusician. A Psalm by the sons
of Korah.
1 LORD, you have been favourable to your

land.
You have restored the fortunes of Ja-
cob.

2 You have forgiven the iniquity of your
people.

You have covered all their sin.
Selah.

3You have taken away all your wrath.
You have turned from the fierceness of
your anger.

4Turn us, God of our salvation,
and cause your indignation towards us
to cease.

5Will you be angry with us forever?
Will you draw out your anger to all
generations?

6Won’t you revive us again,
that your people may rejoice in you?

7 Show us your loving kindness, LORD.
Grant us your salvation.

8 I will hearwhat God, the LORD,will speak,
forhewill speakpeace tohispeople, his
saints;

but let them not turn again to folly.
9Surely his salvation is near thosewho fear

him,
that glory may dwell in our land.

10Mercy and truthmeet together.
Righteousness and peace have kissed
each other.

11Truth springs out of the earth.
Righteousness has looked down from
heaven.

12Yes, theLORDwill give thatwhich is good.
Our land will yield its increase.

13Righteousness goes before him,
and prepares the way for his steps.

86
A Prayer by David.
1Hear, LORD, and answerme,

for I am poor and needy.
2Preservemy soul, for I am godly.

You, my God, save your servant who
trusts in you.

3Bemerciful to me, Lord,
for I call to you all day long.

4Bring joy to the soul of your servant,
† 83:18: LORD or GOD in all caps is from theHebrewיהוה Yahweh exceptwhen otherwise noted as being from the short
form יה Yah.
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for to you, Lord, do I lift upmy soul.
5 For you, Lord, are good, and ready to

forgive,
abundant in loving kindness to all
those who call on you.

6Hear, LORD, my prayer.
Listen to the voice of my petitions.

7 In the day of my trouble I will call on you,
for you will answerme.

8There is no one like you amongst the gods,
Lord,

nor any deeds like your deeds.
9All nations you have made will come and

worship before you, Lord.
They shall glorify your name.

10 For you are great, and do wondrous
things.

You are God alone.
11Teachme your way, LORD.

I will walk in your truth.
Make my heart undivided to fear your
name.

12 I will praise you, Lord my God, with my
whole heart.

I will glorify your name forever more.
13For your loving kindness is great towards

me.
You have delivered my soul from the
lowest Sheol.†

14God, the proud have risen up against me.
A company of violent men have sought
after my soul,

and they don’t hold regard for you be-
fore them.

15Butyou, Lord, areamerciful andgracious
God,

slow to anger, and abundant in loving
kindness and truth.

16Turn tome, and havemercy onme!
Give your strength to your servant.
Save the son of your servant.

17 Showme a sign of your goodness,
that those who hate me may see it, and
be shamed,

because you, LORD, have helped me,
and comfortedme.

87
A Psalm by the sons of Korah; a Song.
1His foundation is in the holy mountains.

2TheLORD loves the gates of Zionmore
than all the dwellings of Jacob.

3Glorious things are spoken about you, city
of God.

Selah.
4 I will record Rahab† and Babylon amongst

those who acknowledgeme.
Behold, Philistia, Tyre, and also
Ethiopia:

“This one was born there.”

5 Yes, of Zion it will be said, “This one and
that one was born in her;”

the Most High himself will establish
her.

6 The LORD will count, when he writes up
the peoples,

“This one was born there.”
Selah.

7Thosewho sing aswell as thosewhodance
say,

“All my springs are in you.”

88
A Song. A Psalm by the sons of Korah. For
the Chief Musician. To the tune of “The
Suffering of Affliction.” A contemplation by
Heman, the Ezrahite.
1LORD, the God of my salvation,

I have cried day and night before you.
2Let my prayer enter into your presence.

Turn your ear to my cry.
3Formy soul is full of troubles.

My life draws near to Sheol.†
4 I am counted amongst those who go down

into the pit.
I am like amanwho has no help,
5 set apart amongst the dead,
like the slain who lie in the grave,
whom you remember nomore.
They are cut off from your hand.

6You have laid me in the lowest pit,
in the darkest depths.

7Your wrath lies heavily onme.
You have afflicted me with all your
waves.

Selah.
8You have takenmy friends fromme.

You have made me an abomination to
them.

I am confined, and I can’t escape.
9My eyes are dim from grief.

I have called on you daily, LORD.
I have spread out my hands to you.

10Do you showwonders to the dead?
Do the departed spirits rise up and
praise you?

Selah.
11 Is your loving kindness declared in the

grave?
Or your faithfulness in Destruction?

12 Are your wonders made known in the
dark?

Or your righteousness in the land of
forgetfulness?

13But to you, LORD, I have cried.
In the morning, my prayer comes be-
fore you.

14LORD, why do you reject my soul?
Why do you hide your face fromme?

† 86:13: Sheol is the place of the dead. † 87:4: Rahab is a reference to Egypt. † 88:3: Sheol is the place of the dead.
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15 I am afflicted and ready to die from my
youth up.

While I suffer your terrors, I am dis-
tracted.

16Your fierce wrath has gone over me.
Your terrors have cut me off.

17 They came around me like water all day
long.

They completely engulfedme.
18 You have put lover and friend far from

me,
andmy friends into darkness.

89
A contemplation by Ethan, the Ezrahite.
1 I will sing of the loving kindness of the

LORD forever.
With my mouth, I will make known
your faithfulness to all generations.

2 I indeed declare, “Love stands firm for-
ever.

You established the heavens.
Your faithfulness is in them.”

3 “I have made a covenant with my chosen
one,

I have sworn to David, my servant,
4 ‘I will establish your offspring forever,

and build up your throne to all genera-
tions.’ ”

Selah.
5 The heavens will praise your wonders,

LORD,
your faithfulness also in the assembly
of the holy ones.

6 For who in the skies can be compared to
the LORD?

Who amongst the sons of the heavenly
beings is like the LORD,

7 a very awesome God in the council of the
holy ones,

to be feared above all those who are
around him?

8 LORD,† God of Armies, who is a mighty
one, like you?

LORD,‡your faithfulness is aroundyou.
9You rule the pride of the sea.

When itswaves rise up, you calm them.
10YouhavebrokenRahab inpieces, like one

of the slain.
You have scattered your enemies with
yourmighty arm.

11The heavens are yours.
The earth also is yours,
the world and its fullness.
You have founded them.

12Youhave created the north and the south.
Tabor and Hermon rejoice in your
name.

13You have amighty arm.
Your hand is strong, and your right
hand is exalted.

14Righteousness and justice are the founda-
tion of your throne.

Loving kindness and truth go before
your face.

15 Blessed are the people who learn to ac-
claim you.

Theywalk in the light of your presence,
LORD.

16 In your name they rejoice all day.
Inyour righteousness, theyare exalted.

17For you are the glory of their strength.
In your favour, our horn will be ex-
alted.

18For our shield belongs to the LORD,
our king to the Holy One of Israel.

19Then you spoke in vision to your saints,
and said, “I have given strength to the
warrior.

I have exalted a young man from the
people.

20 I have found David, my servant.
I have anointed himwithmy holy oil,

21withwhommyhand shall be established.
My armwill also strengthen him.

22No enemywill tax him.
No wickedmanwill oppress him.

23 I will beat down his adversaries before
him,

and strike those who hate him.
24 But my faithfulness and my loving kind-

ness will be with him.
Inmy name, his horn will be exalted.

25 I will set his hand also on the sea,
and his right hand on the rivers.

26Hewill call to me, ‘You aremy Father,
my God, and the rock of my salvation!’

27 I will also appoint himmy firstborn,
the highest of the kings of the earth.

28 I will keep my loving kindness for him
forever more.

My covenant will stand firmwith him.
29 I will also make his offspring endure for-

ever,
and his throne as the days of heaven.

30 If his children forsakemy law,
and don’t walk inmy ordinances;

31 if they breakmy statutes,
and don’t keepmy commandments;

32 then I will punish their sin with the rod,
and their iniquity with stripes.

33 But I will not completely take my loving
kindness from him,

nor allowmy faithfulness to fail.
34 I will not breakmy covenant,

nor alter what my lips have uttered.
† 89:8: LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short
form יה Yah. ‡ 89:8: Hebrew: יה Yah
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35Once I have sworn bymy holiness,
I will not lie to David.

36His offspring will endure forever,
his throne like the sun before me.

37 It will be established forever like the
moon,

the faithful witness in the sky.”
Selah.

38But you have rejected and spurned.
You have been angry with your
anointed.

39Youhave renounced the covenant of your
servant.

You have defiled his crown in the dust.
40You have broken down all his hedges.

You have brought his strongholds to
ruin.

41All who pass by the way rob him.
He has become a reproach to his neigh-

bours.
42 You have exalted the right hand of his

adversaries.
You have made all of his enemies re-
joice.

43Yes, you turn back the edge of his sword,
and haven’t supported him in battle.

44You have ended his splendour,
and thrown his throne down to the
ground.

45You have shortened the days of his youth.
You have covered himwith shame.

Selah.
46How long, LORD?

Will you hide yourself forever?
Will your wrath burn like fire?

47Remember how short my time is,
forwhatvanity youhave createdall the
children of men!

48Whatman is hewho shall live andnot see
death,

who shall deliver his soul from the
power of Sheol?§

Selah.
49Lord, where are your former loving kind-

nesses,
which you swore toDavid in your faith-
fulness?

50 Remember, Lord, the reproach of your
servants,

how I bear in my heart the taunts of all
the mighty peoples,

51With which your enemies have mocked,
LORD,

with which they have mocked the foot-
steps of your anointed one.

52Blessed be the LORD forever more.

Amen, and Amen.
BOOK 4
90

A Prayer byMoses, the man of God.†
1 Lord,‡ you have been our dwelling place

for all generations.
2Before themountains were born,
before you had formed the earth and
the world,

even from everlasting to everlasting,
you are God.

3You turnman to destruction, saying,
“Return, you children of men.”

4For a thousand years in your sight are just
like yesterday when it is past,

like a watch in the night.
5You sweep them away as they sleep.

In the morning they sprout like new
grass.

6 In themorning it sprouts and springs up.
By evening, it is withered and dry.

7For we are consumed in your anger.
We are troubled in your wrath.

8You have set our iniquities before you,
our secret sins in the light of your pres-
ence.

9For all our days have passed away in your
wrath.

We bring our years to an end as a sigh.
10The days of our years are seventy,

or even by reason of strength eighty
years;

yet their pride is but labour and sor-
row,

for it passes quickly, and we fly away.
11Who knows the power of your anger,

yourwrath according to the fear that is
due to you?

12 So teach us to count our days,
that wemay gain a heart of wisdom.

13Relent, LORD!§
How long?
Have compassion on your servants!

14Satisfyus in themorningwithyour loving
kindness,

that we may rejoice and be glad all our
days.

15 Make us glad for as many days as you
have afflicted us,

for as many years as we have seen evil.
16Let your work appear to your servants,

your glory to their children.
17 Let the favour of the Lord our God be on

us.
Establish the work of our hands for us.
Yes, establish the work of our hands.

§ 89:48: Sheol is the place of the dead. † 90:: The Hebrew word rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). ‡ 90:1:

The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” § 90:13:When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the
translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh).
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91
1 He who dwells in the secret place of the

Most High
will rest in the shadow of the Almighty.

2 Iwill say of theLORD, “He ismy refuge and
my fortress;

my God, in whom I trust.”
3 For he will deliver you from the snare of

the fowler,
and from the deadly pestilence.

4Hewill cover you with his feathers.
Under his wings you will take refuge.
His faithfulness is your shield and ram-
part.

5 You shall not be afraid of the terror by
night,

nor of the arrow that flies by day,
6 nor of the pestilence that walks in
darkness,

nor of the destruction that wastes at
noonday.

7A thousandmay fall at your side,
and ten thousand at your right hand;
but it will not come near you.

8Youwill only look with your eyes,
and see the recompense of the wicked.

9 Because you have made the LORD your
refuge,

and theMost High your dwelling place,
10no evil shall happen to you,

neither shall any plague come near
your dwelling.

11Forhewill put his angels in charge of you,
to guard you in all your ways.

12They will bear you up in their hands,
so that youwon’t dashyour foot against
a stone.

13Youwill tread on the lion and cobra.
Youwill trample the young lion and the
serpent underfoot.

14 “Because he has set his love onme, there-
fore I will deliver him.

I will set him on high, because he has
knownmy name.

15Hewill call onme, and I will answer him.
I will be with him in trouble.
I will deliver him, and honour him.

16 I will satisfy himwith long life,
and show himmy salvation.”

92
A Psalm. A song for the Sabbath day.
1 It is a good thing to give thanks to the

LORD,
to singpraises toyourname,MostHigh,

2 to proclaim your loving kindness in the
morning,

and your faithfulness every night,
3with the ten-stringed lute, with the harp,

and with themelody of the lyre.

4 For you, LORD, have made me glad
through your work.

I will triumph in the works of your
hands.

5How great are your works, LORD!
Your thoughts are very deep.

6A senseless man doesn’t know,
neither does a fool understand this:

7 though the wicked spring up as the grass,
and all the evildoers flourish,
they will be destroyed forever.

8But you, LORD, are on high forever more.
9For behold, your enemies, LORD,

for behold, your enemies shall perish.
All the evildoers will be scattered.

10But you have exaltedmy horn like that of
the wild ox.

I am anointed with fresh oil.
11My eye has also seenmy enemies.

My ears have heard of the wicked ene-
mies who rise up against me.

12The righteous shall flourish like the palm
tree.

He will grow like a cedar in Lebanon.
13They are planted in the LORD’s house.

They will flourish in our God’s courts.
14They will still produce fruit in old age.

They will be full of sap and green,
15 to show that the LORD is upright.

He is my rock,
and there is nounrighteousness inhim.

93
1The LORD reigns!

He is clothed withmajesty!
The LORD is armedwith strength.

The world also is established.
It can’t be moved.

2Your throne is established from long ago.
You are from everlasting.

3The floods have lifted up, LORD,
the floods have lifted up their voice.
The floods lift up their waves.

4Above the voices of manywaters,
the mighty breakers of the sea,
the LORD on high is mighty.

5Your statutes stand firm.
Holiness adorns your house,
LORD, forever more.

94
1 LORD,† you God to whom vengeance be-

longs,
you God to whom vengeance belongs,
shine out.

2Rise up, you judge of the earth.
Pay back the proud what they deserve.

3LORD, how long will the wicked,
how long will the wicked triumph?

4They pour out arrogant words.
† 94:1: LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short
form יה Yah.
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All the evildoers boast.
5They break your people in pieces, LORD,

and afflict your heritage.
6They kill the widow and the alien,

andmurder the fatherless.
7They say, “The LORD‡will not see,

neither will Jacob’s God consider.”
8 Consider, you senseless amongst the peo-

ple;
you fools, whenwill you be wise?

9Hewho implanted the ear, won’t he hear?
He who formed the eye, won’t he see?

10He who disciplines the nations, won’t he
punish?

He who teaches man knows.
11The LORD knows the thoughts of man,

that they are futile.
12 Blessed is the man whom you discipline,

LORD,§
and teach out of your law,

13 that youmay give him rest from the days
of adversity,

until the pit is dug for the wicked.
14For the LORDwon’t reject his people,

neither will he forsake his inheritance.
15 For judgement will return to righteous-

ness.
All the upright in heart shall follow it.

16 Who will rise up for me against the
wicked?

Who will stand up for me against the
evildoers?

17Unless the LORD had beenmy help,
my soul would have soon lived in si-
lence.

18When I said, “My foot is slipping!”
Your loving kindness, LORD, held me
up.

19 In the multitude of my thoughts within
me,

your comforts delight my soul.
20 Shall the throne of wickedness have fel-

lowship with you,
which brings about mischief by
statute?

21 They gather themselves together against
the soul of the righteous,

and condemn the innocent blood.
22But the LORD has beenmy high tower,

my God, the rock of my refuge.
23He has brought on them their own iniq-

uity,
and will cut them off in their own
wickedness.

The LORD, our God, will cut them off.

95
1Oh come, let’s sing to the LORD.

Let’s shout aloud to the rock of our
salvation!

2 Let’s come before his presence with
thanksgiving.

Let’s extol himwith songs!
3For the LORD is a great God,

a great King above all gods.
4 In his hand are the deep places of the

earth.
The heights of the mountains are also
his.

5The sea is his, and hemade it.
His hands formed the dry land.

6Oh come, let’s worship and bow down.
Let’s kneel before theLORD, ourMaker,
7 for he is our God.

We are the people of his pasture,
and the sheep in his care.

Today, oh that you would hear his voice!
8 Don’t harden your heart, as at
Meribah,

as in the day of Massah in the wilder-
ness,

9when your fathers temptedme,
testedme, and sawmywork.

10 Forty long years I was grieved with that
generation,

and said, “They are a people who err in
their heart.

They have not knownmyways.”
11Therefore I swore inmywrath,

“They won’t enter into my rest.”

96
1 Sing to the LORD a new song!

Sing to the LORD, all the earth.
2 Sing to the LORD!

Bless his name!
Proclaim his salvation fromday to day!

3Declare his glory amongst the nations,
his marvellous works amongst all the
peoples.

4 For the LORD is great, and greatly to be
praised!

He is to be feared above all gods.
5For all the gods of the peoples are idols,

but the LORDmade the heavens.
6Honour andmajesty are before him.

Strength and beauty are in his sanctu-
ary.

7 Ascribe to the LORD, you families of na-
tions,

ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
8 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due to his

name.
Bring an offering, and come into his
courts.

9Worship the LORD in holy array.
Tremble before him, all the earth.

10 Say amongst the nations, “The LORD
reigns.”

The world is also established.
‡ 94:7: Hebrew: יה Yah § 94:12: Hebrew: יה Yah
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It can’t be moved.
He will judge the peoples with equity.

11Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth
rejoice.

Let the sea roar, and its fullness!
12Let the field and all that is in it exult!
Then all the trees of the woods shall
sing for joy

13before the LORD; for he comes,
for he comes to judge the earth.

Hewill judge theworldwith righteousness,
the peoples with his truth.

97
1The LORD reigns!

Let the earth rejoice!
Let themultitude of islands be glad!

2Clouds and darkness are around him.
Righteousness and justice are the foun-
dation of his throne.

3A fire goes before him,
and burns up his adversaries on every
side.

4His lightning lights up the world.
The earth sees, and trembles.

5 The mountains melt like wax at the pres-
ence of the LORD,

at the presence of the Lord of thewhole
earth.

6The heavens declare his righteousness.
All the peoples have seen his glory.

7 Let all them be shamed who serve en-
graved images,

who boast in their idols.
Worship him, all you gods!†

8Zion heard andwas glad.
The daughters of Judah rejoiced
because of your judgements, LORD.

9For you, LORD, aremost high above all the
earth.

You are exalted far above all gods.
10Youwho love the LORD, hate evil!

He preserves the souls of his saints.
He delivers them out of the hand of the
wicked.

11Light is sown for the righteous,
and gladness for the upright in heart.

12 Be glad in the LORD, you righteous peo-
ple!

Give thanks to his holy Name.

98
A Psalm.
1 Sing to the LORD a new song,

for he has donemarvellous things!
His right hand and his holy arm have
worked salvation for him.

2The LORD hasmade known his salvation.
He has openly shownhis righteousness
in the sight of the nations.

3 He has remembered his loving kind-
ness and his faithfulness towards the
house of Israel.

All the ends of the earth have seen the
salvation of our God.

4 Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the
earth!

Burst out and sing for joy, yes, sing
praises!

5 Sing praises to the LORDwith the harp,
with the harp and the voice of melody.

6 With trumpets and sound of the ram’s
horn,

make a joyful noise before theKing, the
LORD.

7Let the sea roar with its fullness;
the world, and those who dwell
therein.

8Let the rivers clap their hands.
Let themountains sing for joy together.

9Let them sing before the LORD,
for he comes to judge the earth.

Hewill judge theworldwith righteousness,
and the peoples with equity.

99
1The LORD reigns! Let the peoples tremble.

He sits enthroned amongst the cheru-
bim.

Let the earth bemoved.
2The LORD is great in Zion.

He is high above all the peoples.
3 Let them praise your great and awesome

name.
He is Holy!

4The King’s strength also loves justice.
You establish equity.
You execute justice and righteousness
in Jacob.

5Exalt the LORD our God.
Worship at his footstool.
He is Holy!

6 Moses and Aaron were amongst his
priests,

Samuel was amongst those who call on
his name.

They called on the LORD, and he an-
swered them.

7He spoke to them in the pillar of cloud.
They kept his testimonies,
the statute that he gave them.

8You answered them, LORD our God.
You are a Godwho forgave them,
although you took vengeance for their
doings.

9Exalt the LORD, our God.
Worship at his holy hill,
for the LORD, our God, is holy!

† 97:7: LXX reads “angels” instead of “gods”.
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100
A Psalm of thanksgiving.
1 Shout for joy to the LORD, all you lands!

2 Serve the LORDwith gladness.
Come before his presencewith singing.

3Know that the LORD, he is God.
It ishewhohasmadeus, andwearehis.
We are his people, and the sheep of his
pasture.

4Enter into his gates with thanksgiving,
and into his courts with praise.
Give thanks to him, and bless his name.

5For the LORD is good.
His loving kindness endures forever,
his faithfulness to all generations.

101
A Psalm by David.
1 I will sing of loving kindness and justice.

To you, LORD, I will sing praises.
2 I will be careful to live a blameless life.

Whenwill you come tome?
I will walk within my house with a
blameless heart.

3 I will set no vile thing before my eyes.
I hate the deeds of faithless men.
They will not cling to me.

4A perverse heart will be far fromme.
I will have nothing to do with evil.

5 Iwill silencewhoever secretly slandershis
neighbour.

I won’t tolerate one who is arrogant
and conceited.

6My eyes will be on the faithful of the land,
that theymay dwell withme.

He whowalks in a perfect way,
he will serveme.

7 He who practices deceit won’t dwell
withinmy house.

He who speaks falsehood won’t be es-
tablished before my eyes.

8Morning by morning, I will destroy all the
wicked of the land,

to cut off all the workers of iniquity
from the LORD’s city.

102
A Prayer of the afflicted, when he is over-
whelmed and pours out his complaint be-
fore the LORD.
1Hearmy prayer, LORD!†

Let my cry come to you.
2Don’t hide your face fromme in the day of

my distress.
Turn your ear to me.
Answer me quickly in the day when I
call.

3Formy days consume away like smoke.
My bones are burnt as a torch.

4My heart is blighted like grass, and with-
ered,

for I forget to eat my bread.
5By reason of the voice of my groaning,

my bones stick to my skin.
6 I am like a pelican of the wilderness.

I have become as an owl of the waste
places.

7 I watch, and have become like a spar-
row that is alone on the housetop.

8My enemies reproachme all day.
Thosewho aremad atme usemyname
as a curse.

9For I have eaten ashes like bread,
andmixedmy drink with tears,
10becauseofyour indignationandyour
wrath;

for you have taken me up and thrown
me away.

11My days are like a long shadow.
I have withered like grass.

12But you, LORD, will remain forever;
your renown endures to all genera-
tions.

13Youwill arise and havemercy on Zion,
for it is time to have pity on her.
Yes, the set time has come.

14 For your servants take pleasure in her
stones,

and have pity on her dust.
15So the nations will fear the LORD’s name,

all the kings of the earth your glory.
16For the LORD has built up Zion.

He has appeared in his glory.
17 He has responded to the prayer of the

destitute,
and has not despised their prayer.

18 This will be written for the generation to
come.

A people which will be created will
praise the LORD,‡

19 for hehas lookeddown from theheight of
his sanctuary.

From heaven, the LORD saw the earth,
20 to hear the groans of the prisoner,

to free those who are condemned to
death,

21 thatmenmaydeclare theLORD’s name in
Zion,

and his praise in Jerusalem,
22when the peoples are gathered together,

the kingdoms, to serve the LORD.

23 He weakened my strength along the
course.

He shortenedmy days.
24 I said, “MyGod, don’t takeme away in the

middle of my days.
† 102:1: LORD or GOD in all caps is from theHebrewיהוה Yahweh exceptwhen otherwise noted as being from the short
form יה Yah. ‡ 102:18: Hebrew: יה Yah
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Your years are throughout all genera-
tions.

25 Of old, you laid the foundation of the
earth.

The heavens are the work of your
hands.

26They will perish, but you will endure.
Yes, all of them will wear out like a
garment.

You will change them like a cloak, and
they will be changed.

27But you are the same.
Your years will have no end.

28 The children of your servants will con-
tinue.

Their offspring will be established be-
fore you.”

103
By David.
1Praise the LORD, my soul!

All that is within me, praise his holy
name!

2Praise the LORD, my soul,
and don’t forget all his benefits,

3who forgives all your sins,
who heals all your diseases,

4who redeems your life from destruction,
who crowns you with loving kindness
and tender mercies,

5who satisfies your desirewith good things,
so that your youth is renewed like the
eagle’s.

6The LORD executes righteous acts,
and justice for all who are oppressed.

7Hemade known his ways to Moses,
his deeds to the children of Israel.

8The LORD is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger, and abundant in loving
kindness.

9Hewill not always accuse;
neither will he stay angry forever.

10He has not dealt with us according to our
sins,

nor repaid us for our iniquities.
11 For as the heavens are high above the

earth,
so great is his loving kindness towards
those who fear him.

12As far as the east is from the west,
so far has he removed our transgres-
sions from us.

13 Like a father has compassion on his chil-
dren,

so the LORD has compassion on those
who fear him.

14For he knows howwe aremade.
He remembers that we are dust.

15As for man, his days are like grass.

As a flower of the field, so he flourishes.
16For thewind passes over it, and it is gone.

Its place remembers it nomore.
17 But the LORD’s loving kindness is from

everlasting to everlasting with those
who fear him,

his righteousness to children’s chil-
dren,

18 to those who keep his covenant,
to those who remember to obey his
precepts.

19 The LORD has established his throne in
the heavens.

His kingdom rules over all.
20Praise the LORD, you angels of his,

who are mighty in strength, who fulfil
his word,

obeying the voice of his word.
21Praise the LORD, all you armies of his,

you servants of his, who do his plea-
sure.

22Praise the LORD, all you works of his,
in all places of his dominion.
Praise the LORD, my soul!

104
1Bless the LORD,†my soul.

The LORD, my God, you are very great.
You are clothed with honour and
majesty.

2 He covers himself with light as with a
garment.

He stretches out the heavens like a cur-
tain.

3 He lays the beams of his rooms in the
waters.

Hemakes the clouds his chariot.
He walks on the wings of the wind.

4Hemakes his messengers‡winds,
and his servants flames of fire.

5He laid the foundations of the earth,
that it should not bemoved forever.

6 You covered it with the deep as with a
cloak.

Thewaters stood above themountains.
7At your rebuke they fled.

At the voice of your thunder they hur-
ried away.

8Themountains rose,
the valleys sank down,
to the place which you had assigned to
them.

9Youhave set a boundary that theymaynot
pass over,

that they don’t turn again to cover the
earth.

10He sends springs into the valleys.
They run amongst themountains.

† 104:1: LORD or GOD in all caps is from theHebrewיהוה Yahweh exceptwhen otherwise noted as being from the short
form יה Yah. ‡ 104:4: or, angels
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11 They give drink to every animal of the
field.

The wild donkeys quench their thirst.
12The birds of the sky nest by them.

They sing amongst the branches.
13Hewaters themountains fromhis rooms.

The earth is filled with the fruit of your
works.

14He causes the grass to grow for the live-
stock,

and plants for man to cultivate,
that he may produce food out of the
earth:

15wine that makes the heart of man glad,
oil to make his face to shine,
and bread that strengthens man’s
heart.

16The LORD’s trees are well watered,
the cedars of Lebanon, which he has
planted,

17where the birds make their nests.
The storkmakes its home in the cypress
trees.

18 The high mountains are for the wild
goats.

The rocks are a refuge for the rock bad-
gers.

19He appointed themoon for seasons.
The sun knows when to set.

20Youmake darkness, and it is night,
in which all the animals of the forest
prowl.

21The young lions roar after their prey,
and seek their food from God.

22The sun rises, and they steal away,
and lie down in their dens.

23Man goes out to his work,
to his labour until the evening.

24LORD, howmany are your works!
In wisdom, you havemade them all.
The earth is full of your riches.

25There is the sea, great and wide,
in which are innumerable living
things,

both small and large animals.
26There the ships go,

and leviathan, whom you formed to
play there.

27These all wait for you,
that you may give them their food in
due season.

28You give to them; they gather.
You open your hand; they are satisfied
with good.

29You hide your face; they are troubled.
You take away their breath; they die
and return to the dust.

30 You send out your Spirit and they are
created.

You renew the face of the ground.
31Let the LORD’s glory endure forever.

Let the LORD rejoice in his works.
32He looks at the earth, and it trembles.

He touches the mountains, and they
smoke.

33 I will sing to the LORD as long as I live.
Iwill sing praise tomyGodwhile I have
any being.

34Let mymeditation be sweet to him.
I will rejoice in the LORD.

35Let sinners be consumed out of the earth.
Let the wicked be nomore.
Bless the LORD,§ my soul.
Praise the LORD!†

105
1 Give thanks to the LORD!† Call on his

name!
Make his doings known amongst the
peoples.

2 Sing to him, sing praises to him!
Tell of all his marvellous works.

3Glory in his holy name.
Let the heart of those who seek the
LORD rejoice.

4 Seek the LORD and his strength.
Seek his face forever more.

5 Remember his marvellous works that he
has done:

his wonders, and the judgements of his
mouth,

6you offspring of Abraham, his servant,
you children of Jacob, his chosen ones.

7He is the LORD, our God.
His judgements are in all the earth.

8He has remembered his covenant forever,
the word which he commanded to a
thousand generations,

9 the covenant which he made with Abra-
ham,

his oath to Isaac,
10and confirmed it to Jacob for a statute;

to Israel for an everlasting covenant,
11 saying, “To you I will give the land of

Canaan,
the lot of your inheritance,”

12when they were but a few men in num-
ber,

yes, very few, and foreigners in it.
13They went about from nation to nation,

from one kingdom to another people.
14He allowed no one to do themwrong.

Yes, he reproved kings for their sakes,
15 “Don’t touchmy anointed ones!

Domy prophets no harm!”
§ 104:35: LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the
short form יה Yah. † 104:35: Hebrew: יה Yah † 105:1: LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh
except when otherwise noted as being from the short form יה Yah.
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16He called for a famine on the land.
He destroyed the food supplies.

17He sent a man before them.
Joseph was sold for a slave.

18They bruised his feet with shackles.
His neck was locked in irons,

19until the time that his word happened,
and the LORD’s word proved him true.

20The king sent and freed him,
even therulerofpeoples, and lethimgo
free.

21Hemade him lord of his house,
and ruler of all of his possessions,

22 to discipline his princes at his pleasure,
and to teach his elders wisdom.

23 Israel also came into Egypt.
Jacob lived in the land of Ham.

24He increased his people greatly,
andmade them stronger than their ad-
versaries.

25He turned their heart to hate his people,
to conspire against his servants.

26He sent Moses, his servant,
and Aaron, whom he had chosen.

27They performedmiracles amongst them,
and wonders in the land of Ham.

28He sent darkness, andmade it dark.
They didn’t rebel against his words.

29He turned their waters into blood,
and killed their fish.

30Their land swarmedwith frogs,
even in the rooms of their kings.

31He spoke, and swarms of flies came,
and lice in all their borders.

32He gave them hail for rain,
with lightning in their land.

33 He struck their vines and also their fig
trees,

and shattered the trees of their coun-
try.

34He spoke, and the locusts came
with the grasshoppers, without num-
ber.

35They ate up every plant in their land,
and ate up the fruit of their ground.

36 He struck also all the firstborn in their
land,

the first fruits of all their manhood.
37Hebrought themoutwith silver and gold.

There was not one feeble person
amongst his tribes.

38Egypt was glad when they departed,
for the fear of themhad fallen on them.

39He spread a cloud for a covering,
fire to give light in the night.

40They asked, and he brought quails,
and satisfied themwith thebreadof the
sky.

41 He opened the rock, and waters gushed
out.

They ran as a river in the dry places.
42For he remembered his holy word,

and Abraham, his servant.
43He brought his people out with joy,

his chosen with singing.
44He gave them the lands of the nations.

They took the labour of the peoples in
possession,

45 that theymight keep his statutes,
and observe his laws.
Praise the LORD!‡

106
1Praise the LORD!†

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever.

2Whocanutter themightyacts of theLORD,
or fully declare all his praise?

3Blessed are those who keep justice.
Blessed is onewho doeswhat is right at
all times.

4Rememberme, LORD,with the favour that
you show to your people.

Visit me with your salvation,
5 that I may see the prosperity of your cho-

sen,
that I may rejoice in the gladness of
your nation,

that I may glory with your inheritance.

6We have sinned with our fathers.
We have committed iniquity.
We have done wickedly.

7 Our fathers didn’t understand your won-
ders in Egypt.

They didn’t remember themultitude of
your loving kindnesses,

but were rebellious at the sea, even at
the Red Sea.

8Nevertheless he saved them for his name’s
sake,

that he might make his mighty power
known.

9 He rebuked the Red Sea also, and it was
dried up;

so he led them through the depths, as
through a desert.

10He saved them from the hand of himwho
hated them,

and redeemed them from the hand of
the enemy.

11The waters covered their adversaries.
There was not one of them left.

12Then they believed his words.
They sang his praise.

13They soon forgot his works.
‡ 105:45: Hebrew: יה Yah † 106:1: LORD or GOD in all caps is from theHebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise
noted as being from the short form יה Yah.
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They didn’t wait for his counsel,
14but gave in to craving in the desert,
and tested God in the wasteland.

15He gave them their request,
but sent leanness into their soul.

16They enviedMoses also in the camp,
and Aaron, the LORD’s saint.

17 The earth opened and swallowed up
Dathan,

and covered the company of Abiram.
18A fire was kindled in their company.

The flame burnt up the wicked.
19Theymade a calf in Horeb,

and worshipped amolten image.
20Thus they exchanged their glory

for an image of a bull that eats grass.
21They forgot God, their Saviour,

who had done great things in Egypt,
22wondrous works in the land of Ham,
and awesome things by the Red Sea.

23 Therefore he said that he would destroy
them,

hadMoses, his chosen, not stoodbefore
him in the breach,

to turn away his wrath, so that he
wouldn’t destroy them.

24Yes, they despised the pleasant land.
They didn’t believe his word,
25but murmured in their tents,
and didn’t listen to the LORD’s voice.

26Therefore he swore to them
that he would overthrow them in the
wilderness,

27 that he would overthrow their off-
spring amongst the nations,

and scatter them in the lands.
28They joined themselves also to Baal Peor,

and ate the sacrifices of the dead.
29 Thus they provoked him to anger with

their deeds.
The plague broke in on them.

30 Then Phinehas stood up and executed
judgement,

so the plague was stopped.
31 That was credited to him for righteous-

ness,
for all generations to come.

32 They angered him also at the waters of
Meribah,

so that Moses was troubled for their
sakes;

33 because they were rebellious against his
spirit,

he spoke rashly with his lips.
34They didn’t destroy the peoples,

as the LORD commanded them,
35 but mixed themselves with the na-
tions,

and learnt their works.

36They served their idols,
which became a snare to them.

37 Yes, they sacrificed their sons and their
daughters to demons.

38They shed innocent blood,
even thebloodof their sons andof their
daughters,

whom they sacrificed to the idols of
Canaan.

The land was polluted with blood.
39Thus they were defiled with their works,

and prostituted themselves in their
deeds.

40 Therefore the LORD burnt with anger
against his people.

He abhorred his inheritance.
41Hegave theminto thehandof thenations.

Those who hated them ruled over
them.

42Their enemies also oppressed them.
They were brought into subjection un-
der their hand.

43He rescued themmany times,
but they were rebellious in their coun-
sel,

and were brought low in their iniquity.
44Nevertheless he regarded their distress,

when he heard their cry.
45He remembered for them his covenant,

and repented according to the multi-
tude of his loving kindnesses.

46Hemade them also to be pitied
by all those who carried them captive.

47 Save us, LORD, our God,
gather us from amongst the nations,
to give thanks to your holy name,
to triumph in your praise!

48Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel,
from everlasting even to everlasting!

Let all the people say, “Amen.”
Praise the LORD!‡

BOOK 5
107

1Give thanks to the LORD,† for he is good,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever.

2Let the redeemed by the LORD say so,
whom he has redeemed from the hand
of the adversary,

3and gathered out of the lands,
from the east and from the west,
from the north and from the south.

4 They wandered in the wilderness in a
desert way.

They found no city to live in.
5Hungry and thirsty,

‡ 106:48: Hebrew: יה Yah † 107:1:When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of
God’s Proper Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh).
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their soul fainted in them.
6Then they cried to the LORD in their trou-

ble,
and he delivered them out of their dis-
tresses.

7He led them also by a straight way,
that theymight go to a city to live in.

8 Let them praise the LORD for his loving
kindness,

for his wonderful deeds to the children
of men!

9For he satisfies the longing soul.
He fills the hungry soul with good.

10 Some sat in darkness and in the shadow
of death,

being bound in affliction and iron,
11 because they rebelled against the
words of God,‡

andcondemned the counsel of theMost
High.

12 Therefore he brought down their heart
with labour.

They fell down, and therewasnoone to
help.

13Then they cried to the LORD in their trou-
ble,

and he saved them out of their dis-
tresses.

14He brought them out of darkness and the
shadow of death,

and broke away their chains.
15 Let them praise the LORD for his loving

kindness,
for his wonderful deeds to the children
of men!

16For he has broken the gates of bronze,
and cut through bars of iron.

17Fools areafflictedbecauseof theirdisobe-
dience,

and because of their iniquities.
18Their soul abhors all kinds of food.

They draw near to the gates of death.
19 Then they cry to the LORD in their trou-

ble,
and he saves them out of their dis-
tresses.

20He sends his word, and heals them,
and delivers them from their graves.

21 Let them praise the LORD for his loving
kindness,

for his wonderful deeds to the children
of men!

22Let themoffer the sacrifices of thanksgiv-
ing,

and declare his deeds with singing.

23Those who go down to the sea in ships,
who do business in great waters,
24 these see the LORD’s deeds,
and his wonders in the deep.

25 For he commands, and raises the stormy
wind,

which lifts up its waves.
26 They mount up to the sky; they go down

again to the depths.
Their soul melts away because of trou-
ble.

27They reel back and forth, and stagger like
a drunkenman,

and are at their wits’ end.
28 Then they cry to the LORD in their trou-

ble,
andhebrings themoutof theirdistress.

29Hemakes the storm a calm,
so that its waves are still.

30Then they are glad because it is calm,
so he brings them to their desired
haven.

31 Let them praise the LORD for his loving
kindness,

for his wonderful deeds for the chil-
dren of men!

32Let themexalt himalso in the assembly of
the people,

and praise him in the seat of the elders.

33He turns rivers into a desert,
water springs into a thirsty ground,
34and a fruitful land into a salt waste,
for the wickedness of those who dwell
in it.

35He turns a desert into a pool of water,
and a dry land into water springs.

36There hemakes the hungry live,
that theymay prepare a city to live in,
37 sow fields, plant vineyards,
and reap the fruits of increase.

38 He blesses them also, so that they are
multiplied greatly.

He doesn’t allow their livestock to de-
crease.

39 Again, they are diminished and bowed
down

through oppression, trouble, and sor-
row.

40He pours contempt on princes,
and causes them to wander in a track-
less waste.

41 Yet he lifts the needy out of their afflic-
tion,

and increases their families like aflock.
42The upright will see it, and be glad.

All the wicked will shut their mouths.
43 Whoever is wise will pay attention to

these things.
‡ 107:11: The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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They will consider the loving kind-
nesses of the LORD.

108
A Song. A Psalm by David.
1My heart is steadfast, God.

I will sing and I will make music with
my soul.

2Wake up, harp and lyre!
I will wake up the dawn.

3 I will give thanks to you, LORD, amongst
the nations.

I will sing praises to you amongst the
peoples.

4Foryour lovingkindness is great above the
heavens.

Your faithfulness reaches to the skies.
5Be exalted, God, above the heavens!

Let your glory be over all the earth.
6That your belovedmay be delivered,

save with your right hand, and answer
us.

7 God has spoken from his sanctuary: “In
triumph,

Iwill divide Shechem, andmeasure out
the valley of Succoth.

8Gilead is mine. Manasseh is mine.
Ephraim also is my helmet.
Judah is my sceptre.

9Moab is mywash pot.
I will toss my sandal on Edom.
I will shout over Philistia.”

10Whowill bringme into the fortified city?
Whowill leadme to Edom?

11Haven’t you rejected us, God?
You don’t go out, God, with our armies.

12Give us help against the enemy,
for the help of man is vain.

13Through God, we will do valiantly,
for it is he who will tread down our
enemies.

109
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David.
1God of my praise, don’t remain silent,

2 for they have opened the mouth of
the wicked and the mouth of deceit
against me.

They have spoken to me with a lying
tongue.

3Theyhavealso surroundedmewithwords
of hatred,

and fought against mewithout a cause.
4 In return for my love, they are my adver-

saries;
but I am in prayer.

5They have rewardedme evil for good,
and hatred for my love.

6 Set a wickedman over him.
Let an adversary stand at his right
hand.

7Whenhe is judged, let himcomeout guilty.
Let his prayer be turned into sin.

8Let his days be few.
Let another take his office.

9Let his children be fatherless,
and his wife a widow.

10Let his children be wandering beggars.
Let them be sought from their ruins.

11Let the creditor seize all that he has.
Let strangers plunder the fruit of his
labour.

12Let there be no one to extend kindness to
him,

neither let there be anyone to have pity
on his fatherless children.

13Let his posterity be cut off.
In the generation following let their
name be blotted out.

14 Let the iniquity of his fathers be remem-
bered by the LORD.

Don’t let the sinofhismotherbeblotted
out.

15Let them be before the LORD continually,
that he may cut off their memory from
the earth;

16 because he didn’t remember to show
kindness,

but persecuted the poor and needy
man,

the broken in heart, to kill them.
17Yes, he loved cursing, and it came to him.

He didn’t delight in blessing, and it was
far from him.

18 He clothed himself also with cursing as
with his garment.

It came intohis inwardparts likewater,
like oil into his bones.

19Let it be to himas the clothingwithwhich
he covers himself,

for the belt that is always around him.
20This is the rewardofmyadversaries from

the LORD,
of thosewhospeakevil againstmysoul.

21But dealwithme, GOD the Lord,† for your
name’s sake,

because your loving kindness is good,
deliver me;

22 for I am poor and needy.
My heart is wounded withinme.

23 I fade away like an evening shadow.
I am shaken off like a locust.

24My knees are weak through fasting.
My body is thin and lacks fat.

25 I have also become a reproach to them.
When they see me, they shake their
head.

26Helpme, LORD, my God.
Saveme according to your loving kind-
ness;

† 109:21: The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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27 that theymayknowthat this is yourhand;
that you, LORD, have done it.

28Theymay curse, but you bless.
When they arise, they will be shamed,
but your servant shall rejoice.

29 Let my adversaries be clothed with dis-
honour.

Let them cover themselves with their
own shame as with a robe.

30 I will give great thanks to the LORD with
mymouth.

Yes, I will praise him amongst the mul-
titude.

31 For he will stand at the right hand of the
needy,

to save him from those who judge his
soul.

110
A Psalm by David.
1The LORD says tomy Lord, “Sit at my right

hand,
until I make your enemies your foot-
stool for your feet.”

2 The LORD will send out the rod of your
strength out of Zion.

Rule amongst your enemies.
3 Your people offer themselves willingly in

the day of your power, in holy array.
Out of the womb of the morning, you
have the dew of your youth.

4The LORD has sworn, and will not change
his mind:

“You are a priest forever in the order of
Melchizedek.”

5The Lord is at your right hand.
He will crush kings in the day of his
wrath.

6Hewill judge amongst the nations.
He will heap up dead bodies.
He will crush the ruler of the whole
earth.

7Hewill drink of the brook on the way;
therefore he will lift up his head.

111
1Praise the LORD!†

I will give thanks to the LORD‡withmy
whole heart,

in the council of the upright, and in the
congregation.

2The LORD’s works are great,
pondered by all those who delight in
them.

3His work is honour andmajesty.
His righteousness endures forever.

4He has caused his wonderful works to be
remembered.

The LORD is gracious andmerciful.
5He has given food to those who fear him.

He always remembers his covenant.
6He has shown his people the power of his

works,
in giving them the heritage of the na-
tions.

7 The works of his hands are truth and jus-
tice.

All his precepts are sure.
8They are established forever and ever.

Theyaredone in truthanduprightness.
9He has sent redemption to his people.

He has ordained his covenant forever.
His name is holy and awesome!

10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of
wisdom.

All those who do his work have a good
understanding.

His praise endures forever!

112
1Praise the LORD!†

Blessed is the man who fears the
LORD,‡

who delights greatly in his command-
ments.

2His offspring will be mighty in the land.
The generation of the upright will be
blessed.

3Wealth and riches are in his house.
His righteousness endures forever.

4 Light dawns in the darkness for the up-
right,

gracious, merciful, and righteous.
5 It is well with the man who deals gra-

ciously and lends.
He will maintain his cause in judge-
ment.

6For he will never be shaken.
The righteous will be remembered for-
ever.

7Hewill not be afraid of evil news.
His heart is steadfast, trusting in the
LORD.

8His heart is established.
Hewill not beafraid in the endwhenhe
sees his adversaries.

9He has dispersed, he has given to the poor.
His righteousness endures forever.
His horn will be exalted with honour.

10The wicked will see it, and be grieved.
† 111:1: Hebrew: יה Yah. Psalm 111 is an acrostic poem, with each verse after the initial “Praise the LORD!” starting
with a letter of the alphabet (ordered from Alef to Tav). ‡ 111:1: LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה
Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short form יה Yah. † 112:1: Hebrew: יה Yah. Psalm 112 is
an acrostic poem, with each verse after the initial “Praise the LORD!” startingwith a letter of the alphabet (ordered from
Alef to Tav). ‡ 112:1: LORDorGOD in all caps is from theHebrewיהוה Yahweh exceptwhen otherwise noted as being
from the short form יה Yah.
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He shall gnash with his teeth, and melt
away.

The desire of the wicked will perish.

113
1Praise the LORD!†

Praise, you servants of the LORD,‡
praise the LORD’s name.

2Blessed be the LORD’s name,
from this time forward and forever
more.

3 From the rising of the sun to its going
down,

the LORD’s name is to be praised.
4The LORD is high above all nations,

his glory above the heavens.
5Who is like the LORD, our God,

who has his seat on high,
6who stoops down to see in heaven and
in the earth?

7He raises up the poor out of the dust,
and lifts up the needy from the ash
heap,

8 that hemay set himwith princes,
even with the princes of his people.

9He settles the barren woman in her home
as a joyful mother of children.

Praise the LORD!§

114
1When Israel went out of Egypt,

the house of Jacob from a people of
foreign language,

2 Judah became his sanctuary,
Israel his dominion.

3The sea saw it, and fled.
The Jordan was driven back.

4Themountains skipped like rams,
the little hills like lambs.

5What was it, you sea, that you fled?
You Jordan, that you turned back?

6 You mountains, that you skipped like
rams?

You little hills, like lambs?
7Tremble, you earth, at the presence of the

Lord,
at the presence of the God of Jacob,

8who turned the rock into a pool of water,
the flint into a spring of waters.

115
1Not to us, LORD,† not to us,

but to your name give glory,
for your loving kindness, and for your
truth’s sake.

2Why should the nations say,

“Where is their God, now?”
3But our God is in the heavens.

He does whatever he pleases.
4Their idols are silver and gold,

the work of men’s hands.
5They havemouths, but they don’t speak.

They have eyes, but they don’t see.
6They have ears, but they don’t hear.

They have noses, but they don’t smell.
7They have hands, but they don’t feel.

They have feet, but they don’t walk,
neither do they speak through their
throat.

8Those whomake themwill be like them;
yes, everyone who trusts in them.

9 Israel, trust in the LORD!
He is their help and their shield.

10House of Aaron, trust in the LORD!
He is their help and their shield.

11Youwho fear theLORD, trust in theLORD!
He is their help and their shield.

12TheLORDremembersus. Hewill blessus.
He will bless the house of Israel.
He will bless the house of Aaron.

13Hewill bless those who fear the LORD,
both small and great.

14 May the LORD increase you more and
more,

you and your children.
15Blessed are you by the LORD,

whomade heaven and earth.
16The heavens are the LORD’s heavens,

but he has given the earth to the chil-
dren of men.

17The dead don’t praise the LORD,‡
nor any who go down into silence,

18but we will bless the LORD,§
from this time forward and forever
more.

Praise the LORD!†

116
1 I love the LORD,† because he listens to my

voice,
andmy cries for mercy.

2Because he has turned his ear to me,
therefore I will call on him as long as I
live.

3The cords of death surroundedme,
the pains of Sheol‡ got a hold of me.
I found trouble and sorrow.

4Then I called on the LORD’s name:
“LORD, I beg you, deliver my soul.”

5The LORD is gracious and righteous.
Yes, our God is merciful.

† 113:1: Hebrew: יה Yah ‡ 113:1: LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew Yahweh יהוה except when otherwise

noted as being from the short form יה Yah. § 113:9: Hebrew: יה Yah † 115:1: LORD or GOD in all caps is from the
Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short form יה Yah. ‡ 115:17: Hebrew: יה Yah
§ 115:18: Hebrew: יה Yah † 115:18: Hebrew: יה Yah † 116:1: LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה
Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short form יה Yah. ‡ 116:3: Sheol is the place of the dead.
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6The LORD preserves the simple.
I was brought low, and he savedme.

7Return to your rest, my soul,
for the LORDhas dealt bountifullywith
you.

8 For you have delivered my soul from
death,

my eyes from tears,
andmy feet from falling.

9 I will walk before the LORD in the land of
the living.

10 I believed, therefore I said,
“I was greatly afflicted.”

11 I said inmy haste,
“All people are liars.”

12 What will I give to the LORD for all his
benefits towards me?

13 I will take the cup of salvation, and
call on the LORD’s name.

14 I will paymy vows to the LORD,
yes, in the presence of all his people.

15 Precious in the LORD’s sight is the death
of his saints.

16LORD, truly I am your servant.
I am your servant, the son of your ser-
vant girl.

You have freedme frommy chains.
17 I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanks-

giving,
and will call on the LORD’s name.

18 I will paymy vows to the LORD,
yes, in the presence of all his people,

19 in the courts of the LORD’s house,
in themiddle of you, Jerusalem.

Praise the LORD!§

117
1Praise the LORD,† all you nations!

Extol him, all you peoples!
2Forhis lovingkindness is great towardsus.

The LORD’s faithfulness endures for-
ever.

Praise the LORD!‡

118
1Give thanks to the LORD,† for he is good,

for his loving kindness endures for-
ever.

2Let Israel now say
that his loving kindness endures for-
ever.

3Let the house of Aaron now say
that his loving kindness endures for-
ever.

4Now let those who fear the LORD say
that his loving kindness endures for-
ever.

5Out of my distress, I called on the LORD.‡
The LORD§ answered me with free-
dom.

6 The LORD is on my side. I will not be
afraid.

What canman do tome?
7 The LORD is on my side amongst those

who helpme.
Therefore I will look in triumph at
those who hate me.

8 It is better to take refuge in the LORD,
than to put confidence inman.

9 It is better to take refuge in the LORD,
than to put confidence in princes.

10All the nations surroundedme,
but in the LORD’s name I cut them off.

11 They surrounded me, yes, they sur-
roundedme.

In the LORD’s name I indeed cut them
off.

12They surroundedme like bees.
They are quenched like the burning
thorns.

In the LORD’s name I cut them off.
13 You pushed me back hard, to make me

fall,
but the LORD helpedme.

14The LORD† is my strength and song.
He has becomemy salvation.

15 The voice of rejoicing and salvation is in
the tents of the righteous.

“The right hand of the LORD does
valiantly.

16The right hand of the LORD is exalted!
The right hand of the LORD does
valiantly!”

17 I will not die, but live,
and declare the LORD’s works.

18The LORD‡ has punishedme severely,
but he has not givenme over to death.

19Open tome the gates of righteousness.
I will enter into them.
I will give thanks to the LORD.§

20This is the gate of the LORD;
the righteous will enter into it.

21 I will give thanks to you, for you have
answeredme,

and have becomemy salvation.
22The stone which the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone.†
23This is the LORD’s doing.

It is marvellous in our eyes.
24This is the day that the LORD hasmade.

Wewill rejoice and be glad in it!
25 Save us now, we beg you, LORD!

§ 116:19: Hebrew: יה Yah † 117:1: LORD or GOD in all caps is from theHebrewיהוה Yahweh exceptwhen otherwise
noted as being from the short form יה Yah. ‡ 117:2: Hebrew: יה Yah † 118:1: LORD or GOD in all caps is from the
Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short form יה Yah. ‡ 118:5: Hebrew: יה Yah
§ 118:5: Hebrew: יה Yah † 118:14: Hebrew: יה Yah ‡ 118:18: Hebrew: יה Yah § 118:19: Hebrew: יה Yah
† 118:22: Literally, head of the corner
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LORD, we beg you, send prosperity
now.

26 Blessed is he who comes in the LORD’s
name!

We have blessed you out of the LORD’s
house.

27 The LORD is God, and he has given us
light.

Bind the sacrifice with cords, even to
the horns of the altar.

28You are my God, and I will give thanks to
you.

You aremy God, I will exalt you.
29Ohgive thanks to theLORD, forhe is good,

for his loving kindness endures for-
ever.

119
ALEPH
1 Blessed are those whose ways are blame-

less,
who walk according to the LORD’s law.

2Blessed are those who keep his statutes,
who seek himwith their whole heart.

3Yes, they do nothing wrong.
They walk in his ways.

4You have commanded your precepts,
that we should fully obey them.

5Oh that myways were steadfast
to obey your statutes!

6Then I wouldn’t be disappointed,
when I consider all of your command-
ments.

7 I will give thanks to you with uprightness
of heart,

when I learn your righteous judge-
ments.

8 I will observe your statutes.
Don’t utterly forsakeme.

BETH
9How can a youngman keep his way pure?

By living according to your word.
10Withmywhole heart I have sought you.

Don’t let me wander from your com-
mandments.

11 I have hidden your word inmy heart,
that I might not sin against you.

12Blessed are you, LORD.
Teachme your statutes.

13Withmy lips,
I have declared all the ordinances of
yourmouth.

14 I have rejoiced in the way of your testi-
monies,

as much as in all riches.
15 I will meditate on your precepts,

and consider your ways.
16 I will delight myself in your statutes.

I will not forget your word.
GIMEL
17Do good to your servant.

I will live and I will obey your word.

18Openmy eyes,
that I may see wondrous things out of
your law.

19 I am a stranger on the earth.
Don’t hide your commandments from
me.

20 My soul is consumed with longing for
your ordinances at all times.

21 You have rebuked the proud who are
cursed,

who wander from your command-
ments.

22 Take reproach and contempt away from
me,

for I have kept your statutes.
23Though princes sit and slander me,

your servant will meditate on your
statutes.

24 Indeed your statutes are my delight,
andmy counsellors.

DALETH
25My soul is laid low in the dust.

Revive me according to your word!
26 I declared my ways, and you answered

me.
Teachme your statutes.

27 Let me understand the teaching of your
precepts!

Then Iwill meditate on yourwondrous
works.

28My soul is weary with sorrow;
strengthenme according to yourword.

29Keepme from the way of deceit.
Grant me your law graciously!

30 I have chosen the way of truth.
I have set your ordinances before me.

31 I cling to your statutes, LORD.
Don’t let me be disappointed.

32 I run in the path of your commandments,
for you have set my heart free.

HE
33Teachme, LORD, thewayof your statutes.

I will keep them to the end.
34 Give me understanding, and I will keep

your law.
Yes, I will obey it withmywhole heart.

35Direct me in the path of your command-
ments,

for I delight in them.
36Turnmy heart towards your statutes,

not towards selfish gain.
37 Turn my eyes away from looking at

worthless things.
Revive me in your ways.

38Fulfil your promise to your servant,
that youmay be feared.

39Take awaymy disgrace that I dread,
for your ordinances are good.

40Behold, I long for your precepts!
Revive me in your righteousness.

VAV
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41Let your loving kindness also come tome,
LORD,

your salvation, according toyourword.
42 So I will have an answer for him who

reproaches me,
for I trust in your word.

43Don’t snatch the word of truth out of my
mouth,

for I put my hope in your ordinances.
44 So I will obey your law continually,

forever and ever.
45 I will walk in liberty,

for I have sought your precepts.
46 I will also speak of your statutes before

kings,
and will not be disappointed.

47 I will delight myself in your command-
ments,

because I love them.
48 I reach out my hands for your command-

ments, which I love.
I will meditate on your statutes.

ZAYIN
49Remember your word to your servant,

because you gaveme hope.
50This is my comfort in my affliction,

for your word has revivedme.
51The arrogant mockme excessively,

but I don’t swerve from your law.
52 I remember your ordinances of old,

LORD,
and have comfortedmyself.

53 Indignation has taken hold onme,
because of the wicked who forsake
your law.

54Your statutes have beenmy songs
in the house where I live.

55 I have remembered your name, LORD, in
the night,

and I obey your law.
56This is myway,

that I keep your precepts.
HETH
57The LORD is my portion.

I promised to obey your words.
58 I sought your favour with my whole

heart.
Be merciful to me according to your
word.

59 I consideredmyways,
and turnedmy steps to your statutes.

60 I will hurry, and not delay,
to obey your commandments.

61The ropes of the wicked bindme,
but I won’t forget your law.

62 At midnight I will rise to give thanks to
you,

because of your righteous ordinances.
63 I am a friend of all those who fear you,

of those who observe your precepts.
64 The earth is full of your loving kindness,

LORD.

Teachme your statutes.
TETH
65You have treated your servant well,

according to your word, LORD.
66 Teach me good judgement and knowl-

edge,
for I believe in your commandments.

67Before I was afflicted, I went astray;
but now I observe your word.

68You are good, and do good.
Teachme your statutes.

69The proud have smeared a lie uponme.
With my whole heart, I will keep your
precepts.

70Their heart is as callous as the fat,
but I delight in your law.

71 It is good forme that I have been afflicted,
that I may learn your statutes.

72 The law of your mouth is better to me
than thousands of pieces of gold and
silver.

YODH
73 Your hands have made me and formed

me.
Give me understanding, that I may
learn your commandments.

74 Those who fear you will see me and be
glad,

because I have put my hope in your
word.

75 LORD, I know that your judgements are
righteous,

that in faithfulness you have afflicted
me.

76Please let your loving kindness be for my
comfort,

according to your word to your ser-
vant.

77Let your tender mercies come tome, that
I may live;

for your law is my delight.
78 Let the proud be disappointed, for they

have overthrownmewrongfully.
I will meditate on your precepts.

79Let those who fear you turn to me.
They will know your statutes.

80 Let my heart be blameless towards your
decrees,

that I may not be disappointed.
KAPF
81My soul faints for your salvation.

I hope in your word.
82My eyes fail for your word.

I say, “Whenwill you comfort me?”
83 For I have become like a wineskin in the

smoke.
I don’t forget your statutes.

84Howmany are the days of your servant?
When will you execute judgement on
those who persecute me?

85The proud have dug pits for me,
contrary to your law.
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86All of your commandments are faithful.
They persecute mewrongfully.
Helpme!

87 They had almost wiped me from the
earth,

but I didn’t forsake your precepts.
88Preservemy life according to your loving

kindness,
so I will obey the statutes of your
mouth.

LAMEDH
89 LORD, your word is settled in heaven

forever.
90Your faithfulness is to all generations.

You have established the earth, and it
remains.

91Your laws remain to this day,
for all things serve you.

92Unless your law had beenmy delight,
I would have perished inmy affliction.

93 I will never forget your precepts,
for with them, you have revivedme.

94 I am yours.
Save me, for I have sought your pre-
cepts.

95 The wicked have waited for me, to de-
stroyme.

I will consider your statutes.
96 I have seen a limit to all perfection,

but your commands are boundless.
MEM
97How I love your law!

It is mymeditation all day.
98 Your commandments make me wiser

thanmy enemies,
for your commandments are always
withme.

99 I have more understanding than all my
teachers,

for your testimonies are my medita-
tion.

100 I understandmore than the aged,
because I have kept your precepts.

101 I have kept my feet from every evil way,
that I might observe your word.

102 I have not turned away from your ordi-
nances,

for you have taught me.
103 How sweet are your promises to my

taste,
more than honey to mymouth!

104 Through your precepts, I get under-
standing;

therefore I hate every false way.
NUN
105Your word is a lamp tomy feet,

and a light for my path.
106 I have sworn, and have confirmed it,

that I will obey your righteous ordi-
nances.

107 I am afflicted verymuch.

Revive me, LORD, according to your
word.

108Accept, I beg you, thewilling offerings of
mymouth.

LORD, teachme your ordinances.
109My soul is continually in my hand,

yet I won’t forget your law.
110The wicked have laid a snare for me,

yet I haven’t gone astray fromyourpre-
cepts.

111 I have taken your testimonies as a her-
itage forever,

for they are the joy of my heart.
112 I have set my heart to perform your

statutes forever,
even to the end.

SAMEKH
113 I hate double-mindedmen,

but I love your law.
114You aremy hiding place andmy shield.

I hope in your word.
115Depart fromme, you evildoers,

that I may keep the commandments of
my God.

116Uphold me according to your word, that
I may live.

Let me not be ashamed of my hope.
117Holdme up, and I will be safe,

and will have respect for your statutes
continually.

118You reject all those who stray from your
statutes,

for their deceit is in vain.
119You put away all the wicked of the earth

like dross.
Therefore I love your testimonies.

120My flesh trembles for fear of you.
I am afraid of your judgements.

AYIN
121 I have done what is just and righteous.

Don’t leaveme tomy oppressors.
122Ensure your servant’s well-being.

Don’t let the proud oppress me.
123My eyes fail looking for your salvation,

for your righteous word.
124Dealwithyour servantaccording toyour

loving kindness.
Teachme your statutes.

125 I am your servant. Give me understand-
ing,

that I may know your testimonies.
126 It is time to act, LORD,

for they break your law.
127 Therefore I love your commandments

more than gold,
yes, more than pure gold.

128Therefore I consider all of your precepts
to be right.

I hate every false way.
PE
129Your testimonies are wonderful,

therefore my soul keeps them.
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130The entrance of your words gives light.
It gives understanding to the simple.

131 I openedmymouth wide and panted,
for I longed for your commandments.

132Turn tome, and havemercy onme,
asyoualwaysdo to thosewho loveyour
name.

133Establishmy footsteps in your word.
Don’t let any iniquity have dominion
over me.

134Redeemme from the oppression ofman,
so I will observe your precepts.

135Make your face shine on your servant.
Teachme your statutes.

136 Streams of tears run downmy eyes,
because they don’t observe your law.

TZADHE
137You are righteous, LORD.

Your judgements are upright.
138 You have commanded your statutes in

righteousness.
They are fully trustworthy.

139My zeal wears me out,
because my enemies ignore your
words.

140 Your promises have been thoroughly
tested,

and your servant loves them.
141 I am small and despised.

I don’t forget your precepts.
142 Your righteousness is an everlasting

righteousness.
Your law is truth.

143Trouble and anguish have taken hold of
me.

Your commandments are my delight.
144Your testimonies are righteous forever.

Givemeunderstanding, that Imay live.
QOPH
145 I have called withmywhole heart.

Answerme, LORD!
I will keep your statutes.

146 I have called to you. Saveme!
I will obey your statutes.

147 I rise before dawn and cry for help.
I put my hope in your words.

148 My eyes stay open through the night
watches,

that I might meditate on your word.
149Hear my voice according to your loving

kindness.
Revive me, LORD, according to your
ordinances.

150 They draw near who follow after
wickedness.

They are far from your law.
151You are near, LORD.

All your commandments are truth.
152 Of old I have known from your testi-

monies,
that you have founded them forever.

RESH

153Consider my affliction, and deliver me,
for I don’t forget your law.

154Pleadmy cause, and redeemme!
Reviveme according to your promise.

155 Salvation is far from the wicked,
for they don’t seek your statutes.

156Great are your tender mercies, LORD.
Revive me according to your ordi-
nances.

157Many aremy persecutors andmy adver-
saries.

I haven’t swerved from your testi-
monies.

158 I look at the faithless with loathing,
because they don’t observe your word.

159Consider how I love your precepts.
Revive me, LORD, according to your
loving kindness.

160All of your words are truth.
Everyoneofyour righteousordinances
endures forever.

SIN AND SHIN
161 Princes have persecuted me without a

cause,
but my heart stands in awe of your
words.

162 I rejoice at your word,
as one who finds great plunder.

163 I hate and abhor falsehood.
I love your law.

164 Seven times a day, I praise you,
because of your righteous ordinances.

165 Those who love your law have great
peace.

Nothing causes them to stumble.
166 I have hoped for your salvation, LORD.

I have done your commandments.
167My soul has observed your testimonies.

I love them exceedingly.
168 I have obeyed your precepts and your

testimonies,
for all myways are before you.

TAV
169Let my cry come before you, LORD.

Give me understanding according to
your word.

170Let my supplication come before you.
Deliver me according to your word.

171Let my lips utter praise,
for you teachme your statutes.

172Let my tongue sing of your word,
for all your commandments are righ-
teousness.

173Let your hand be ready to helpme,
for I have chosen your precepts.

174 I have longed for your salvation, LORD.
Your law is my delight.

175Let my soul live, that I may praise you.
Let your ordinances help me.

176 I have gone astray like a lost sheep.
Seek your servant, for I don’t forget
your commandments.
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120
A Song of Ascents.
1 In my distress, I cried to the LORD.

He answeredme.
2Deliver my soul, LORD, from lying lips,

from a deceitful tongue.
3Whatwill be given toyou, andwhatwill be

donemore to you,
you deceitful tongue?

4 Sharp arrows of themighty,
with coals of juniper.

5Woe is me, that I live in Meshech,
that I dwell amongst the tents of Kedar!

6My soul has had her dwelling too long
with himwho hates peace.

7 I am for peace,
but when I speak, they are for war.

121
A Song of Ascents.
1 I will lift upmy eyes to the hills.

Where does my help come from?
2My help comes from the LORD,

whomade heaven and earth.

3Hewill not allow your foot to bemoved.
He who keeps you will not slumber.

4Behold, he who keeps Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep.

5The LORD is your keeper.
The LORD is your shade on your right
hand.

6The sunwill not harm you by day,
nor themoon by night.

7The LORDwill keep you from all evil.
He will keep your soul.

8 The LORD will keep your going out and
your coming in,

from this time forward, and forever
more.

122
A Song of Ascents. By David.
1 I was glad when they said to me,

“Let’s go to the LORD’s house!”
2 Our feet are standing within your gates,

Jerusalem!
3 Jerusalem is built as a city that is com-
pact together,

4 where the tribes go up, even the LORD’s
tribes,

according to an ordinance for Israel,
to give thanks to the LORD’s name.

5For there are set thrones for judgement,
the thrones of David’s house.

6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem.
Those who love you will prosper.

7Peace be within your walls,
and prosperity within your palaces.

8Formy brothers’ and companions’ sakes,
I will now say, “Peace be within you.”

9 For the sake of the house of the LORD our
God,

I will seek your good.

123
A Song of Ascents.
1 I lift upmy eyes to you,

you who sit in the heavens.
2Behold, as the eyes of servants look to the

hand of their master,
as the eyes of a maid to the hand of her
mistress,

so our eyes look to the LORD, our God,
until he has mercy on us.

3Have mercy on us, LORD, have mercy on
us,

for we have enduredmuch contempt.
4 Our soul is exceedingly filled with the

scoffing of those who are at ease,
with the contempt of the proud.

124
A Song of Ascents. By David.
1 If it hadnotbeen theLORDwhowasonour

side,
let Israel now say,

2 if it hadnotbeen theLORDwhowasonour
side,

whenmen rose up against us,
3 then they would have swallowed us up

alive,
when their wrath was kindled against
us,

4 then thewaterswould have overwhelmed
us,

the stream would have gone over our
soul.

5 Then the proud waters would have gone
over our soul.

6Blessed be the LORD,
who has not given us as a prey to their
teeth.

7Our soul has escaped like a bird out of the
fowler’s snare.

The snare is broken, and we have es-
caped.

8Our help is in the LORD’s name,
whomade heaven and earth.

125
A Song of Ascents.
1Thosewho trust in the LORD are asMount

Zion,
which can’t bemoved, but remains for-
ever.

2As themountains surround Jerusalem,
so the LORD surrounds his people from
this time forward and forever more.

3 For the sceptre of wickedness won’t re-
main over the allotment of the righ-
teous,
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so that the righteous won’t use their
hands to do evil.

4Do good, LORD, to those who are good,
to thosewhoareupright in theirhearts.

5 But as for those who turn away to their
crooked ways,

the LORDwill lead them awaywith the
workers of iniquity.

Peace be on Israel.

126
A Song of Ascents.
1When the LORD brought back those who

returned to Zion,
we were like those who dream.

2Then ourmouth was filled with laughter,
and our tongue with singing.

Then they said amongst the nations,
“The LORD has done great things for
them.”

3The LORD has done great things for us,
and we are glad.

4Restore our fortunes again, LORD,
like the streams in the Negev.

5Those who sow in tears will reap in joy.
6 He who goes out weeping, carrying
seed for sowing,

will certainly come again with joy, car-
rying his sheaves.

127
A Song of Ascents. By Solomon.
1Unless the LORD builds the house,

they who build it labour in vain.
Unless the LORDwatches over the city,

the watchman guards it in vain.
2 It is vain for you to rise up early,

to stay up late,
eating the bread of toil,
for he gives sleep to his loved ones.

3 Behold, children are a heritage of the
LORD.

The fruit of the womb is his reward.
4As arrows in the hand of a mighty man,

so are the children of youth.
5Happy is the man who has his quiver full

of them.
They won’t be disappointed when they
speak with their enemies in the gate.

128
A Song of Ascents.
1Blessed is everyone who fears the LORD,

whowalks in his ways.
2For you will eat the labour of your hands.

You will be happy, and it will be well
with you.

3 Your wife will be as a fruitful vine in the
innermost parts of your house,

your children like olive shoots around
your table.

4Behold, this is how the man who fears the
LORD is blessed.

5May the LORD bless you out of Zion,
andmay you see the good of Jerusalem
all the days of your life.

6Yes, may you see your children’s children.
Peace be upon Israel.

129
A Song of Ascents.
1 Many times they have afflicted me from

my youth up.
Let Israel now say:

2 many times they have afflicted me from
my youth up,

yet they have not prevailed againstme.
3The ploughers ploughed onmy back.

Theymade their furrows long.
4The LORD is righteous.

He has cut apart the cords of the
wicked.

5 Let them be disappointed and turned
backward,

all those who hate Zion.
6Let them be as the grass on the housetops,

which withers before it grows up,
7withwhich the reaperdoesn’t fill his hand,

nor he who binds sheaves, his bosom.
8Neither do those who go by say,

“The blessing of the LORD be on you.
We bless you in the LORD’s name.”

130
A Song of Ascents.
1 Out of the depths I have cried to you,

LORD.†
2Lord, hear my voice.

Let yourearsbeattentive to thevoiceof
my petitions.

3 If you, LORD,‡ kept a record of sins,
Lord, who could stand?

4But there is forgiveness with you,
therefore you are feared.

5 I wait for the LORD.
My soul waits.
I hope in his word.

6 My soul longs for the Lord more than
watchmen long for themorning,

more than watchmen for themorning.
7 Israel, hope in the LORD,

for there is loving kindness with the
LORD.

Abundant redemption is with him.
8Hewill redeem Israel from all their sins.

131
A Song of Ascents. By David.

† 130:1: LORD or GOD in all caps is from theHebrewיהוה Yahweh exceptwhen otherwise noted as being from the short
form יה Yah. ‡ 130:3: Hebrew: יה Yah
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1LORD,myheart isn’t arrogant, normyeyes
lofty;

nor do I concernmyselfwith greatmat-
ters,

or things too wonderful for me.
2 Surely I have stilled and quietedmy soul,

like a weaned child with his mother,
like a weaned child is my soul within
me.

3 Israel, hope in the LORD,
from this time forward and forever
more.

132
A Song of Ascents.
1 LORD, remember David and all his afflic-

tion,
2how he swore to the LORD,

and vowed to theMighty One of Jacob:
3 “Surely I will not come into the structure

of my house,
nor go up into my bed;

4 I will not give sleep to my eyes,
or slumber to my eyelids,

5until I find out a place for the LORD,
adwelling for theMightyOneof Jacob.”

6Behold, we heard of it in Ephrathah.
We found it in the field of Jaar.

7 “Wewill go into his dwelling place.
Wewill worship at his footstool.”

8Arise, LORD, into your resting place,
you, and the ark of your strength.

9Let your priests be clothedwith righteous-
ness.

Let your saints shout for joy!
10For your servant David’s sake,

don’t turn away the face of your
anointed one.

11The LORD has sworn to David in truth.
He will not turn from it:
“I will set the fruit of your body on your
throne.

12 If your children will keepmy covenant,
my testimony that I will teach them,
their children also will sit on your
throne forever more.”

13For the LORD has chosen Zion.
He has desired it for his habitation.

14 “This is my resting place forever.
I will live here, for I have desired it.

15 I will abundantly bless her provision.
I will satisfy her poor with bread.

16 I will also clothe her priests with salva-
tion.

Her saints will shout aloud for joy.
17 Iwillmake thehornofDavid tobud there.

I have ordained a lamp for my
anointed.

18 I will clothe his enemies with shame,

but on himself, his crownwill shine.”
133

A Song of Ascents. By David.
1 See how good and how pleasant it is

for brothers to live together in unity!
2 It is like the precious oil on the head,

that ran down on the beard,
even Aaron’s beard,
that came down on the edge of his
robes,

3 like the dew of Hermon,
that comes down on the hills of Zion;
for there the LORD gives the blessing,
even life forever more.

134
A Song of Ascents.
1Look! Praise the LORD, all you servants of

the LORD,
who stand by night in the LORD’s
house!

2Lift up your hands in the sanctuary.
Praise the LORD!

3May the LORD bless you from Zion,
even he whomade heaven and earth.

135
1Praise the LORD!†

Praise the LORD’s‡ name!
Praise him, you servants of the LORD,

2you who stand in the LORD’s house,
in the courts of our God’s house.

3Praise the LORD,§ for the LORD is good.
Sing praises to his name, for that is
pleasant.

4 For the LORD† has chosen Jacob for him-
self,

Israel for his own possession.
5For I know that the LORD is great,

that our Lord is above all gods.
6 Whatever the LORD pleased, that he has

done,
in heaven and in earth, in the seas and
in all deeps.

7He causes the clouds to rise from the ends
of the earth.

Hemakes lightnings with the rain.
Hebrings thewindoutofhis treasuries.

8He struck the firstborn of Egypt,
both of man and animal.

9He sent signs andwonders into themiddle
of you, Egypt,

on Pharaoh, and on all his servants.
10He struckmany nations,

and killedmighty kings—
11 Sihon king of the Amorites,

Og king of Bashan,
and all the kingdoms of Canaan—

12and gave their land for a heritage,
† 135:1: Hebrew: יה Yah ‡ 135:1: LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise

noted as being from the short form יה Yah. § 135:3: Hebrew: יה Yah † 135:4: Hebrew: יה Yah
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a heritage to Israel, his people.
13Your name, LORD, endures forever;

your renown, LORD, throughout all
generations.

14For the LORDwill judge his people
and have compassion on his servants.

15 The idols of the nations are silver and
gold,

the work of men’s hands.
16They havemouths, but they can’t speak.

They have eyes, but they can’t see.
17They have ears, but they can’t hear,

neither is there any breath in their
mouths.

18Those whomake themwill be like them,
yes, everyone who trusts in them.

19House of Israel, praise the LORD!
House of Aaron, praise the LORD!

20House of Levi, praise the LORD!
You who fear the LORD, praise the
LORD!

21Blessed be the LORD from Zion,
who dwells in Jerusalem.

Praise the LORD!‡

136
1Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,

for his loving kindness endures for-
ever.

2Give thanks to the God of gods,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever.

3Give thanks to the Lord of lords,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

4 to himwho alone does great wonders,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

5 to him who by understanding made the
heavens,

for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

6 to himwho spread out the earth above the
waters,

for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

7 to himwhomade the great lights,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

8 the sun to rule by day,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

9 the moon and stars to rule by night,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

10 to him who struck down the Egyptian
firstborn,

for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

11 and brought out Israel from amongst
them,

for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

12 with a strong hand, and with an out-
stretched arm,

for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

13 to himwho divided the Red Sea apart,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

14 andmade Israel to pass through the mid-
dle of it,

for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

15 but overthrew Pharaoh and his army in
the Red Sea,

for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

16 to him who led his people through the
wilderness,

for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

17 to himwho struck great kings,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

18and killedmighty kings,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

19 Sihon king of the Amorites,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

20Og king of Bashan,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

21and gave their land as an inheritance,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

22 even a heritage to Israel his servant,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

23who remembered us in our low estate,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

24 and has delivered us from our adver-
saries,

for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

25who gives food to every creature,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever.

26Oh give thanks to the God of heaven,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever.

137
1 By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat

down.
Yes, we wept, when we remembered
Zion.

2On the willows in that land,
‡ 135:21: Hebrew: יה Yah
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we hung up our harps.
3 For there, those who led us captive asked

us for songs.
Those who tormented us demanded
songs of joy:

“Sing us one of the songs of Zion!”
4 How can we sing the LORD’s song in a

foreign land?
5 If I forget you, Jerusalem,

let my right hand forget its skill.
6 Let my tongue stick to the roof of my

mouth if I don’t remember you,
if I don’t prefer Jerusalem above my
chief joy.

7 Remember, LORD, against the children of
Edom in the day of Jerusalem,

who said, “Raze it!
Raze it even to its foundation!”

8Daughter of Babylon, doomed to destruc-
tion,

he will be happy who repays you,
as you have done to us.

9Happy shall he be,
who takes and dashes your little ones
against the rock.

138
By David.
1 Iwill giveyou thankswithmywholeheart.

Before the gods,† I will sing praises to
you.

2 Iwill bowdowntowardsyourholy temple,
and give thanks to your Name for your
loving kindness and for your truth;

for you have exalted your Name and
yourWord above all.

3 In the day that I called, you answeredme.
You encouraged me with strength in
my soul.

4 All the kings of the earth will give you
thanks, LORD,

for they have heard the words of your
mouth.

5Yes, theywill sing of theways of the LORD,
for the LORD’s glory is great!

6 For though the LORD is high, yet he looks
after the lowly;

but he knows the proud from afar.
7 Though I walk in the middle of trouble,

you will revive me.
You will stretch out your hand against
the wrath of my enemies.

Your right handwill saveme.
8 The LORD will fulfil that which concerns

me.
Your loving kindness, LORD, endures
forever.

Don’t forsake the works of your own
hands.

139
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David.
1LORD, you have searchedme,

and you knowme.
2 You know my sitting down and my rising

up.
You perceive my thoughts from afar.

3 You search out my path and my lying
down,

and are acquainted with all myways.
4For there is not a word onmy tongue,

but behold, LORD, you know it alto-
gether.

5You hemme in behind and before.
You laid your hand onme.

6This knowledge is beyondme.
It’s lofty.
I can’t attain it.

7Where could I go from your Spirit?
Or where could I flee from your pres-
ence?

8 If I ascend up into heaven, you are there.
If I make my bed in Sheol,† behold, you
are there!

9 If I take the wings of the dawn,
and settle in the uttermost parts of the
sea,

10 even there your handwill leadme,
and your right handwill hold me.

11 If I say, “Surely the darkness will over-
whelmme.

The light aroundmewill be night,”
12 even the darkness doesn’t hide from you,

but the night shines as the day.
The darkness is like light to you.

13For you formedmy inmost being.
You knit me together in my mother’s
womb.

14 I will give thanks to you,
for I am fearfully and wonderfully
made.

Your works are wonderful.
My soul knows that very well.

15My framewasn’t hidden from you,
when I wasmade in secret,
woven together in the depths of the
earth.

16Your eyes sawmy body.
In your book they were all written,
the days that were ordained for me,
when as yet there were none of them.

17 How precious to me are your thoughts,
God!

How vast is their sum!
18 If I would count them, they are more in

number than the sand.
When I wake up, I am still with you.

19 If only you, God, would kill the wicked.
† 138:1: Theword elohim, used here, usuallymeans “God” but can alsomean “gods”, “princes”, or “angels”. † 139:8:
Sheol is the place of the dead.
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Get away from me, you bloodthirsty
men!

20For they speak against you wickedly.
Your enemies take your name in vain.

21LORD, don’t I hate those who hate you?
AmInot grievedwith thosewho riseup
against you?

22 I hate themwith perfect hatred.
They have becomemy enemies.

23 Searchme, God, and knowmy heart.
Try me, and knowmy thoughts.

24 See if there is any wicked way inme,
and leadme in the everlasting way.

140
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David.
1Deliver me, LORD, from evil men.

Preserveme from violent men:
2 those who devise mischief in their hearts.

They continually gather themselves to-
gether for war.

3 They have sharpened their tongues like a
serpent.

Viper’s poison is under their lips.
Selah.

4 LORD, keep me from the hands of the
wicked.

Preserveme from the violentmenwho
have determined to trip my feet.

5The proud have hidden a snare for me,
they have spread the cords of a net by
the path.

They have set traps for me.
Selah.

6 I said to the LORD, “You aremy God.”
Listen to the cry of my petitions, LORD.

7 LORD, the Lord, the strength of my salva-
tion,

youhave coveredmyhead in the day of
battle.

8 LORD, don’t grant the desires of the
wicked.

Don’t let their evil plans succeed, or
they will become proud.

Selah.
9As for the head of thosewho surroundme,

let the mischief of their own lips cover
them.

10Let burning coals fall on them.
Let them be thrown into the fire,
into miry pits, from where they never
rise.

11 An evil speaker won’t be established in
the earth.

Evil will hunt the violent man to over-
throw him.

12 I know that the LORD will maintain the
cause of the afflicted,

and justice for the needy.

13 Surely the righteous will give thanks to
your name.

The upright will dwell in your pres-
ence.

141
A Psalm by David.
1LORD, I have called on you.

Come tome quickly!
Listen to my voice when I call to you.

2 Let my prayer be set before you like in-
cense;

the lifting up of my hands like the
evening sacrifice.

3 Set a watch, LORD, before mymouth.
Keep the door of my lips.

4Don’t incline my heart to any evil thing,
to practise deeds of wickedness with
menwhowork iniquity.

Don’t let me eat of their delicacies.
5Let the righteous strike me, it is kindness;

let him reprove me, it is like oil on the
head;

don’t let my head refuse it;
Yet my prayer is always against evil
deeds.

6Their judges are throwndownby the sides
of the rock.

They will hear my words, for they are
well spoken.

7 “As when one ploughs and breaks up the
earth,

our bones are scattered at themouth of
Sheol.”†

8Formy eyes are on you, LORD, the Lord.
I take refuge in you.
Don’t leavemy soul destitute.

9Keep me from the snare which they have
laid for me,

from the traps of the workers of iniq-
uity.

10Let thewicked fall together into their own
nets

while I pass by.

142
A contemplation by David, when he was in
the cave. A Prayer.
1 I cry withmy voice to the LORD.

With my voice, I ask the LORD for
mercy.

2 I pour out my complaint before him.
I tell himmy troubles.

3When my spirit was overwhelmed within
me,

you knewmy route.
On the path in which I walk,

they have hidden a snare for me.
4Look onmy right, and see;

for there is noonewho is concerned for
me.

† 141:7: Sheol is the place of the dead.
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Refuge has fled fromme.
No one cares for my soul.

5 I cried to you, LORD.
I said, “You aremy refuge,
my portion in the land of the living.”

6Listen to my cry,
for I am in desperate need.

Deliver me frommy persecutors,
for they are too strong for me.

7Bringmy soul out of prison,
that I may give thanks to your name.

The righteous will surroundme,
for you will be good tome.

143
A Psalm by David.
1Hearmy prayer, LORD.

Listen to my petitions.
In your faithfulness and righteousness,
relieveme.

2Don’t enter into judgement with your ser-
vant,

for in your sight no man living is righ-
teous.

3For the enemy pursues my soul.
He has struck my life down to the
ground.

He has made me live in dark places, as
those who have been long dead.

4 Therefore my spirit is overwhelmed
withinme.

My heart withinme is desolate.
5 I remember the days of old.

I meditate on all your doings.
I contemplate the work of your hands.

6 I spread out my hands to you.
My soul thirsts for you, like a parched
land.

Selah.
7Hurry to answerme, LORD.

My spirit fails.
Don’t hide your face fromme,

so that I don’t become like thosewho go
down into the pit.

8 Cause me to hear your loving kindness in
themorning,

for I trust in you.
Causeme toknowtheway inwhich I should

walk,
for I lift upmy soul to you.

9Deliver me, LORD, frommy enemies.
I flee to you to hideme.

10Teachme to do your will,
for you aremy God.

Your Spirit is good.
Leadme in the land of uprightness.

11Reviveme, LORD, for your name’s sake.
In your righteousness, bring my soul
out of trouble.

12 In your loving kindness, cut off my ene-
mies,

and destroy all those who afflict my
soul,

for I am your servant.

144
By David.
1Blessed be the LORD, my rock,

who trains my hands to war,
andmy fingers to battle—

2my loving kindness, my fortress,
my high tower, my deliverer,
my shield, and he in whom I take
refuge,

who subdues my people under me.
3LORD, what is man, that you care for him?

Or the son of man, that you think of
him?

4Man is like a breath.
His days are like a shadow that passes
away.

5Part yourheavens, LORD, and comedown.
Touch the mountains, and they will
smoke.

6Throw out lightning, and scatter them.
Send out your arrows, and rout them.

7 Stretch out your hand from above,
rescue me, and deliver me out of great
waters,

out of the hands of foreigners,
8whosemouths speak deceit,
whose right hand is a right hand of
falsehood.

9 I will sing a new song to you, God.
On a ten-stringed lyre, I will sing
praises to you.

10You are he who gives salvation to kings,
who rescues David, his servant, from
the deadly sword.

11 Rescue me, and deliver me out of the
hands of foreigners,

whosemouths speak deceit,
whose right hand is a right hand of
falsehood.

12 Then our sons will be like well-nurtured
plants,

our daughters like pillars carved to
adorn a palace.

13Our barns are full, filled with all kinds of
provision.

Our sheep produce thousands and ten
thousands in our fields.

14Our oxen will pull heavy loads.
There is no breaking in, and no going
away,

and no outcry in our streets.
15Happy are the people who are in such a

situation.
Happy are the people whose God is the
LORD.
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145
A praise psalm by David.†
1 I will exalt you, my God, the King.

I will praise your name forever and
ever.

2Every day I will praise you.
Iwill extol your name forever and ever.

3 Great is the LORD, and greatly to be
praised!

His greatness is unsearchable.
4One generationwill commend yourworks

to another,
and will declare yourmighty acts.

5 I will meditate on the glorious majesty of
your honour,

on your wondrous works.
6Men will speak of the might of your awe-

some acts.
I will declare your greatness.

7 They will utter the memory of your great
goodness,

and will sing of your righteousness.
8The LORD is gracious, merciful,

slow to anger, and of great loving kind-
ness.

9The LORD is good to all.
His tender mercies are over all his
works.

10 All your works will give thanks to you,
LORD.

Your saints will extol you.
11They will speak of the glory of your king-

dom,
and talk about your power,

12 to make known to the sons of men his
mighty acts,

the glory of themajesty of his kingdom.
13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom.

Your dominion endures throughout all
generations.

The LORD is faithful in all his words,
and loving in all his deeds.‡

14The LORD upholds all who fall,
and raises up all those who are bowed
down.

15The eyes of all wait for you.
You give them their food in due season.

16You open your hand,
and satisfy the desire of every living
thing.

17The LORD is righteous in all his ways,
and gracious in all his works.

18The LORD is near to all those who call on
him,

to all who call on him in truth.

19He will fulfil the desire of those who fear
him.

Healsowill hear their cry, andwill save
them.

20 The LORD preserves all those who love
him,

but he will destroy all the wicked.
21 My mouth will speak the praise of the

LORD.
Let all flesh bless his holy name forever
and ever.

146
1Praise the LORD!†

Praise the LORD,‡my soul.
2While I live, I will praise the LORD.

I will sing praises tomyGod as long as I
exist.

3Don’t put your trust in princes,
in a son of man in whom there is no
help.

4 His spirit departs, and he returns to the
earth.

In that very day, his thoughts perish.
5Happy is he who has the God of Jacob for

his help,
whose hope is in the LORD, his God,

6whomade heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that is in them;
who keeps truth forever;

7who executes justice for the oppressed;
who gives food to the hungry.

The LORD frees the prisoners.
8The LORD opens the eyes of the blind.
The LORD raises up those who are
bowed down.

The LORD loves the righteous.
9The LORD preserves the foreigners.

He upholds the fatherless and widow,
but he turns the way of the wicked up-
side down.

10The LORDwill reign forever;
your God, O Zion, to all generations.

Praise the LORD!§

147
1Praise the LORD,†

for it is good to sing praises to our God;
for it is pleasant and fitting to praise
him.

2The LORD‡ builds up Jerusalem.
He gathers together the outcasts of Is-
rael.

3He heals the broken in heart,
and binds up their wounds.

† 145:: This is an acrostic psalm, with every verse (including the second half of verse 13) starting with a consecutive
letter of the Hebrew alphabet. ‡ 145:13: Some manuscripts omit these last two lines. † 146:1: Hebrew: יה Yah
‡ 146:1: LORD or GOD in all caps is from theHebrewיהוה Yahweh exceptwhen otherwise noted as being from the short
form יה Yah. § 146:10: Hebrew: יה Yah † 147:1: Hebrew: יה Yah ‡ 147:2: LORD or GOD in all caps is from the
Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short form יה Yah.
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4He counts the number of the stars.
He calls them all by their names.

5Great is our Lord, andmighty in power.
His understanding is infinite.

6The LORD upholds the humble.
He brings the wicked down to the
ground.

7 Sing to the LORDwith thanksgiving.
Sing praises on the harp to our God,

8who covers the sky with clouds,
who prepares rain for the earth,
who makes grass grow on the moun-
tains.

9He provides food for the livestock,
and for the young ravens when they
call.

10 He doesn’t delight in the strength of the
horse.

He takes no pleasure in the legs of a
man.

11 The LORD takes pleasure in those who
fear him,

in those who hope in his loving kind-
ness.

12Praise the LORD, Jerusalem!
Praise your God, Zion!

13 For he has strengthened the bars of your
gates.

He has blessed your children within
you.

14Hemakes peace in your borders.
He fills youwith the finest of thewheat.

15 He sends out his commandment to the
earth.

His word runs very swiftly.
16He gives snow like wool,

and scatters frost like ashes.
17He hurls down his hail like pebbles.

Who can stand before his cold?
18He sends out his word, andmelts them.

He causes his wind to blow, and the
waters flow.

19He shows his word to Jacob,
his statutes and his ordinances to Is-
rael.

20He has not done this for just any nation.
They don’t know his ordinances.

Praise the LORD!§

148
1Praise the LORD!†

Praise the LORD‡ from the heavens!
Praise him in the heights!

2Praise him, all his angels!
Praise him, all his army!

3Praise him, sun andmoon!

Praise him, all you shining stars!
4Praise him, you heavens of heavens,

youwaters that are above the heavens.
5Let them praise the LORD’s name,

for he commanded, and they were cre-
ated.

6He has also established them forever and
ever.

He has made a decree which will not
pass away.

7Praise the LORD from the earth,
you great sea creatures, and all depths,

8 lightning and hail, snow and clouds,
stormywind, fulfilling his word,

9mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars,

10wild animals and all livestock,
small creatures and flying birds,

11kings of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all judges of the earth,

12both youngmen andmaidens,
old men and children.

13Let them praise the LORD’s name,
for his name alone is exalted.
His glory is above the earth and the
heavens.

14He has lifted up the horn of his people,
the praise of all his saints,
even of the children of Israel, a people
near to him.

Praise the LORD!§

149
1Praise the LORD!†

Sing to the LORD a new song,
his praise in the assembly of the saints.

2Let Israel rejoice in himwhomade them.
Let the children of Zion be joyful in
their King.

3Let them praise his name in the dance!
Let them sing praises to him with tam-
bourine and harp!

4For the LORD takes pleasure in his people.
He crowns the humble with salvation.

5Let the saints rejoice in honour.
Let them sing for joy on their beds.

6 May the high praises of God be in their
mouths,

and a two-edged sword in their hand,
7 to execute vengeance on the nations,

and punishments on the peoples;
8 to bind their kings with chains,

and their nobles with fetters of iron;
9 to execute on them thewritten judgement.

All his saints have this honour.
Praise the LORD!‡

§ 147:20: Hebrew: יה Yah † 148:1: Hebrew: יה Yah ‡ 148:1: LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה

Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short form יה Yah. § 148:14: Hebrew: יה Yah † 149:1:
LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short form יה
Yah. ‡ 149:9: Hebrew: יה Yah † 150:1: Hebrew: יה Yah
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150
1Praise the LORD!†

Praise God in his sanctuary!
Praise him in his heavens for his acts of
power!

2Praise him for his mighty acts!
Praise him according to his excellent
greatness!

3Praise himwith the sounding of the trum-
pet!

Praise himwith harp and lyre!
4Praise himwith tambourine and dancing!

Praise him with stringed instruments
and flute!

5Praise himwith loud cymbals!
Praise himwith resounding cymbals!

6 Let everything that has breath praise the
LORD!‡

Praise the LORD!§

‡ 150:6: Hebrew: יה Yah § 150:6: Hebrew: יה Yah
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The Proverbs
1 The proverbs of Solomon, the son of

David, king of Israel:
2 to knowwisdom and instruction;

to discern the words of understanding;
3 to receive instruction in wise dealing,

in righteousness, justice, and equity;
4 to give prudence to the simple,

knowledge and discretion to the young
man—

5 that the wise man may hear, and increase
in learning;

that the man of understanding may at-
tain to sound counsel;

6 to understand a proverb and parables,
the words and riddles of the wise.

7 The fear of the LORD† is the beginning of
knowledge,

but the foolish despise wisdom and in-
struction.

8My son, listen to your father’s instruction,
and don’t forsake your mother’s teach-
ing;

9 for they will be a garland to grace your
head,

and chains around your neck.
10My son, if sinners entice you,

don’t consent.
11 If they say, “Comewith us.

Let’s lie in wait for blood.
Let’s lurk secretly for the innocent
without cause.

12Let’s swallow them up alive like Sheol,‡
andwhole, like thosewho go down into
the pit.

13We’ll find all valuable wealth.
We’ll fill our houses with plunder.

14You shall cast your lot amongst us.
We’ll all have one purse”—

15myson, don’twalk on the pathwith them.
Keep your foot from their path,

16 for their feet run to evil.
They hurry to shed blood.

17For the net is spread in vain in the sight of
any bird;

18but these lay in wait for their own blood.
They lurk secretly for their own lives.

19Soare thewaysof everyonewho is greedy
for gain.

It takes away the life of its owners.
20Wisdom calls aloud in the street.

She utters her voice in the public
squares.

21 She calls at the head of noisy places.

At the entrance of the city gates, she
utters her words:

22 “How long, you simple ones, will you love
simplicity?

How long will mockers delight them-
selves in mockery,

and fools hate knowledge?
23Turn at my reproof.

Behold,§ I will pour out my spirit on
you.

I will make knownmywords to you.
24 Because I have called, and you have re-

fused;
I have stretched out my hand, and no
one has paid attention;

25but you have ignored all my counsel,
and wanted none of my reproof;

26 I also will laugh at your disaster.
I will mock when calamity overtakes
you,

27 when calamity overtakes you like a
storm,

when your disaster comes on like a
whirlwind,

when distress and anguish come on
you.

28 Then they will call on me, but I will not
answer.

They will seek me diligently, but they
will not findme,

29because they hated knowledge,
and didn’t choose the fear of the LORD.

30They wanted none of my counsel.
They despised all my reproof.

31Therefore theywill eat of the fruit of their
ownway,

and be filled with their own schemes.
32 For the backsliding of the simple will kill

them.
The careless ease of fools will destroy
them.

33 But whoever listens to me will dwell se-
curely,

and will be at ease, without fear of
harm.”

2
1My son, if you will receive mywords,

and store up my commandments
within you,

2 so as to turn your ear to wisdom,
andapplyyourheart tounderstanding;

3yes, if you call out for discernment,
and lift up your voice for understand-
ing;

4 if you seek her as silver,
and search for her as for hidden trea-
sures;

† 1:7: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew
,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). ‡ 1:12: Sheol is the place of the dead. § 1:23: “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means
look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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5 then you will understand the fear of the
LORD,

and find the knowledge of God.†
6For the LORD gives wisdom.

Out of hismouth comes knowledge and
understanding.

7He lays up soundwisdom for the upright.
He is a shield to those who walk in
integrity,

8 that hemay guard the paths of justice,
and preserve the way of his saints.

9 Then you will understand righteousness
and justice,

equity and every good path.
10For wisdomwill enter into your heart.

Knowledge will be pleasant to your
soul.

11Discretion will watch over you.
Understanding will keep you,

12 to deliver you from the way of evil,
from the men who speak perverse
things,

13who forsake the paths of uprightness,
to walk in the ways of darkness,

14who rejoice to do evil,
and delight in the perverseness of evil,

15who are crooked in their ways,
and wayward in their paths,

16 to deliver you from the strange woman,
even from the foreigner who flatters
with her words,

17who forsakes the friend of her youth,
and forgets the covenant of her God;

18 for her house leads down to death,
her paths to the departed spirits.

19None who go to her return again,
neither do they attain to the paths of
life.

20Therefore walk in the way of goodmen,
and keep the paths of the righteous.

21For the upright will dwell in the land.
The perfect will remain in it.

22 But the wicked will be cut off from the
land.

The treacherouswill be rooted out of it.

3
1My son, don’t forget my teaching,

but let your heart keep my command-
ments,

2 for they will add to you length of days,
years of life, and peace.

3Don’t let kindness and truth forsake you.
Bind them around your neck.
Write them on the tablet of your heart.

4 So you will find favour,
and good understanding in the sight of
God andman.

5Trust in the LORDwith all your heart,

and don’t lean on your own under-
standing.

6 In all your ways acknowledge him,
and he will make your paths straight.

7Don’t be wise in your own eyes.
Fear the LORD, and depart from evil.

8 It will be health to your body,
and nourishment to your bones.

9Honour the LORDwith your substance,
with the first fruits of all your increase;

10 so your barns will be filled with plenty,
and your vats will overflow with new
wine.

11 My son, don’t despise the LORD’s disci-
pline,

neither be weary of his correction;
12 for whom the LORD loves, he corrects,

even as a father reproves the son in
whom he delights.

13Happy is themanwho finds wisdom,
themanwho gets understanding.

14 For her good profit is better than getting
silver,

and her return is better than fine gold.
15 She is more precious than rubies.

None of the things you can desire are to
be compared to her.

16Length of days is in her right hand.
In her left hand are riches and honour.

17Her ways are ways of pleasantness.
All her paths are peace.

18 She is a tree of life to those who lay hold
of her.

Happy is everyone who retains her.
19Bywisdom the LORD founded the earth.

By understanding, he established the
heavens.

20 By his knowledge, the depths were bro-
ken up,

and the skies drop down the dew.
21 My son, let them not depart from your

eyes.
Keep soundwisdom and discretion,

22 so they will be life to your soul,
and grace for your neck.

23Thenyou shallwalk in yourway securely.
Your foot won’t stumble.

24 When you lie down, you will not be
afraid.

Yes, you will lie down, and your sleep
will be sweet.

25Don’t be afraid of sudden fear,
neither of the desolation of the wicked,
when it comes;

26 for the LORDwill be your confidence,
and will keep your foot from being
taken.

† 2:5: The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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27Don’t withhold good from those to whom
it is due,

when it is in the power of your hand to
do it.

28 Don’t say to your neighbour, “Go, and
come again;

tomorrow I will give it to you,”
when you have it by you.

29Don’t devise evil against your neighbour,
since he dwells securely by you.

30Don’t strive with amanwithout cause,
if he has done you no harm.

31Don’t envy theman of violence.
Choose none of his ways.

32For the perverse is an abomination to the
LORD,

but his friendship is with the upright.
33 The LORD’s curse is in the house of the

wicked,
but he blesses the habitation of the
righteous.

34 Surely hemocks themockers,
but he gives grace to the humble.

35The wise will inherit glory,
but shame will be the promotion of
fools.

4
1Listen, sons, to a father’s instruction.

Pay attention and know understand-
ing;

2 for I give you sound learning.
Don’t forsakemy law.

3For I was a son tomy father,
tender and an only child in the sight of
mymother.

4He taught me, and said to me:
“Let your heart retainmywords.
Keepmy commandments, and live.

5Get wisdom.
Get understanding.
Don’t forget, anddon’t deviate from the
words of mymouth.

6 Don’t forsake her, and she will preserve
you.

Love her, and she will keep you.
7Wisdom is supreme.

Get wisdom.
Yes, though it costs all yourpossessions,
get understanding.

8Esteem her, and she will exalt you.
She will bring you to honour when you
embrace her.

9 She will give to your head a garland of
grace.

Shewill delivera crownof splendour to
you.”

10Listen, my son, and receive my sayings.
The years of your life will be many.

11 I have taught you in the way of wisdom.

I have led you in straight paths.
12When you go, your steps will not be ham-

pered.
When you run, you will not stumble.

13Take firm hold of instruction.
Don’t let her go.
Keep her, for she is your life.

14Don’t enter into the path of the wicked.
Don’t walk in the way of evil men.

15Avoid it, and don’t pass by it.
Turn from it, and pass on.

16For they don’t sleep unless they do evil.
Their sleep is taken away, unless they
make someone fall.

17For they eat the bread of wickedness
and drink the wine of violence.

18 But the path of the righteous is like the
dawning light

that shines more and more until the
perfect day.

19The way of the wicked is like darkness.
They don’t know what they stumble
over.

20My son, attend to mywords.
Turn your ear to my sayings.

21Let them not depart from your eyes.
Keep them in the centre of your heart.

22For they are life to those who find them,
and health to their whole body.

23Keep your heart with all diligence,
for out of it is the wellspring of life.

24 Put away from yourself a perverse
mouth.

Put corrupt lips far from you.
25Let your eyes look straight ahead.

Fix your gaze directly before you.
26Make the path of your feet level.

Let all of your ways be established.
27Don’t turn to the right handnor to the left.

Remove your foot from evil.

5
1My son, pay attention to mywisdom.

Turn your ear to my understanding,
2 that youmaymaintain discretion,

that your lipsmaypreserveknowledge.
3For the lips of an adulteress drip honey.

Her mouth is smoother than oil,
4 but in the end she is as bitter as worm-

wood,
and as sharp as a two-edged sword.

5Her feet go down to death.
Her steps lead straight to Sheol.†

6 She gives no thought to the way of life.
Her ways are crooked, and she doesn’t
know it.

7Now therefore, my sons, listen to me.
Don’t depart from the words of my
mouth.

† 5:5: Sheol is the place of the dead.
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8Remove your way far from her.
Don’t come near the door of her house,

9 lest you give your honour to others,
and your years to the cruel one;

10 lest strangers feast on your wealth,
and your labours enrich anotherman’s
house.

11Youwill groan at your latter end,
when your flesh and your body are
consumed,

12and say, “How I have hated instruction,
andmy heart despised reproof.

13 I haven’t obeyed the voice ofmy teachers,
nor turned my ear to those who in-
structedme!

14 I have come to the brink of utter ruin,
amongst the gathered assembly.”

15Drink water out of your own cistern,
running water out of your ownwell.

16 Should your springs overflow in the
streets,

streams ofwater in the public squares?
17Let them be for yourself alone,

not for strangers with you.
18Let your spring be blessed.

Rejoice in the wife of your youth.
19A loving doe and a graceful deer—

let her breasts satisfy you at all times.
Be captivated always with her love.

20 For why should you, my son, be capti-
vated with an adulteress?

Why embrace the bosom of another?
21 For the ways of man are before the

LORD’s eyes.
He examines all his paths.

22The evil deeds of thewicked ensnarehim.
The cords of his sin hold him firmly.

23Hewill die for lack of instruction.
In the greatness of his folly, he will go
astray.

6
1My son, if you have become collateral for

your neighbour,
if you have struck your hands in pledge
for a stranger,

2 you are trapped by the words of your
mouth;

you are ensnared with the words of
yourmouth.

3Do this now, my son, and deliver yourself,
since you have come into the hand of
your neighbour.

Go, humble yourself.
Press your plea with your neighbour.

4Give no sleep to your eyes,
nor slumber to your eyelids.

5Free yourself, like a gazelle from the hand
of the hunter,

like a bird from the snare of the fowler.

6Go to the ant, you sluggard.
Consider her ways, and be wise;

7which having no chief, overseer, or ruler,
8provides her bread in the summer,
and gathers her food in the harvest.

9How long will you sleep, sluggard?
Whenwill you arise out of your sleep?

10A little sleep, a little slumber,
a little folding of the hands to sleep—

11 so your poverty will come as a robber,
and your scarcity as an armedman.

12Aworthless person, a man of iniquity,
is hewhowalkswith aperversemouth,

13 who winks with his eyes, who signals
with his feet,

whomotions with his fingers,
14 in whose heart is perverseness,

who devises evil continually,
who always sows discord.

15 Therefore his calamity will come sud-
denly.

He will be broken suddenly, and that
without remedy.

16 There are six things which the LORD
hates;

yes, sevenwhichare anabomination to
him:

17arrogant eyes, a lying tongue,
hands that shed innocent blood,

18a heart that devises wicked schemes,
feet that are swift in running to mis-
chief,

19a false witness who utters lies,
and he who sows discord amongst
brothers.

20 My son, keep your father’s command-
ment,

and don’t forsake your mother’s teach-
ing.

21Bind them continually on your heart.
Tie them around your neck.

22When youwalk, it will lead you.
When you sleep, it will watch over you.
When you awake, it will talk with you.

23For the commandment is a lamp,
and the law is light.
Reproofs of instruction are the way of
life,

24 to keep you from the immoral woman,
from the flattery of thewaywardwife’s
tongue.

25Don’t lust after her beauty in your heart,
neither let her captivate you with her
eyelids.

26 For a prostitute reduces you to a piece of
bread.

The adulteress hunts for your precious
life.

27Can aman scoop fire into his lap,
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and his clothes not be burnt?
28Or can one walk on hot coals,

and his feet not be scorched?
29 So is he who goes in to his neighbour’s

wife.
Whoever touches her will not be un-
punished.

30Men don’t despise a thief
if he steals to satisfy himself when he is
hungry,

31 but if he is found, he shall restore seven
times.

He shall give all thewealth of his house.
32He who commits adultery with a woman

is void of understanding.
He who does it destroys his own soul.

33Hewill get wounds and dishonour.
His reproach will not be wiped away.

34 For jealousy arouses the fury of the hus-
band.

Hewon’t spare in the day of vengeance.
35Hewon’t regard any ransom,

neitherwill he rest content, thoughyou
givemany gifts.

7
1My son, keepmywords.

Lay upmy commandmentswithin you.
2Keepmy commandments and live!

Guardmy teaching as the apple of your
eye.

3Bind them on your fingers.
Write them on the tablet of your heart.

4Tell wisdom, “You aremy sister.”
Call understanding your relative,

5 that they may keep you from the strange
woman,

from the foreigner who flatters with
her words.

6For at the window of my house,
I looked out throughmy lattice.

7 I saw amongst the simple ones.
I discernedamongst theyouthsayoung
man void of understanding,

8 passing through the street near her cor-
ner,

he went the way to her house,
9 in the twilight, in the evening of the day,

in the middle of the night and in the
darkness.

10Behold, there a womanmet himwith the
attire of a prostitute,

and with crafty intent.
11 She is loud and defiant.

Her feet don’t stay in her house.
12 Now she is in the streets, now in the

squares,
and lurking at every corner.

13 So she caught him, and kissed him.
With an impudent face she said to him:

14“Sacrifices of peaceofferings arewithme.
Today I have paidmy vows.

15Therefore I came out to meet you,
to diligently seek your face,
and I have found you.

16 I have spread my couch with carpets of
tapestry,

with striped cloths of the yarn of Egypt.
17 I have perfumed my bed with myrrh,

aloes, and cinnamon.
18Come, let’s take our fill of loving until the

morning.
Let’s solace ourselves with loving.

19Formy husband isn’t at home.
He has gone on a long journey.

20He has taken a bag of money with him.
He will come home at the full moon.”

21 With persuasive words, she led him
astray.

With the flattering of her lips, she se-
duced him.

22He followed her immediately,
as an ox goes to the slaughter,
as a fool stepping into a noose.

23Until an arrow strikes through his liver,
as a bird hurries to the snare,
and doesn’t know that it will cost his
life.

24Now therefore, sons, listen to me.
Pay attention to the words of my
mouth.

25Don’t let your heart turn to her ways.
Don’t go astray in her paths,

26 for shehas throwndownmanywounded.
Yes, all her slain are amighty army.

27Her house is the way to Sheol,†
going down to the rooms of death.

8
1Doesn’t wisdom cry out?

Doesn’t understanding raise her voice?
2On the top of high places by the way,

where the paths meet, she stands.
3Beside the gates, at the entry of the city,

at the entry doors, she cries aloud:
4 “I call to youmen!

I sendmy voice to the sons ofmankind.
5You simple, understand prudence!

You fools, be of an understanding
heart!

6Hear, for I will speak excellent things.
The opening of my lips is for right
things.

7Formymouth speaks truth.
Wickedness is an abomination to my
lips.

8 All the words of my mouth are in righ-
teousness.

There is nothing crookedorperverse in
them.

† 7:27: Sheol is the place of the dead.
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9Theyareall plain tohimwhounderstands,
right to those who find knowledge.

10Receivemy instruction rather than silver,
knowledge rather than choice gold.

11For wisdom is better than rubies.
All the things that may be desired can’t
be compared to it.

12 “I, wisdom, have made prudence my
dwelling.

Find out knowledge and discretion.
13The fear of the LORD is to hate evil.

I hate pride, arrogance, the evil way,
and the perverse mouth.

14Counsel and sound knowledge are mine.
I have understanding and power.

15Byme kings reign,
and princes decree justice.

16Byme princes rule,
nobles, and all the righteous rulers of
the earth.

17 I love those who loveme.
Those who seek me diligently will find
me.

18Withme are riches, honour,
enduring wealth, and prosperity.

19My fruit is better than gold, yes, than fine
gold,

my yield than choice silver.
20 I walk in the way of righteousness,

in themiddle of the paths of justice,
21 that I may give wealth to those who love

me.
I fill their treasuries.

22“TheLORDpossessedme in thebeginning
of his work,

before his deeds of old.
23 I was set up from everlasting, from the

beginning,
before the earth existed.

24When there were no depths, I was born,
when therewereno springs abounding
with water.

25 Before the mountains were settled in
place,

before the hills, I was born;
26while as yet he had not made the earth,

nor the fields,
nor the beginning of the dust of the
world.

27When he established the heavens, I was
there.

When he set a circle on the surface of
the deep,

28when he established the clouds above,
when the springs of the deep became
strong,

29when he gave to the sea its boundary,
that the waters should not violate his
commandment,

whenhemarkedout the foundations of
the earth,

30 then I was the craftsman by his side.
I was a delight day by day,
always rejoicing before him,

31 rejoicing in his whole world.
My delight was with the sons of men.

32 “Now therefore, my sons, listen to me,
for blessed are those who keep my
ways.

33Hear instruction, and be wise.
Don’t refuse it.

34Blessed is themanwho hears me,
watching daily at my gates,
waiting at my door posts.

35For whoever findsme finds life,
and will obtain favour from the LORD.

36 But he who sins against me wrongs his
own soul.

All those who hate me love death.”
9

1Wisdom has built her house.
She has carved out her seven pillars.

2 She has prepared her meat.
She has mixed her wine.
She has also set her table.

3 She has sent out her maidens.
She cries from the highest places of the
city:

4 “Whoever is simple, let him turn in here!”
As for him who is void of understand-
ing, she says to him,

5 “Come, eat some of my bread,
Drink some of the wine which I have
mixed!

6Leave your simple ways, and live.
Walk in the way of understanding.”

7Onewho corrects a mocker invites insult.
One who reproves a wicked man in-
vites abuse.

8Don’t reprove a scoffer, lest he hate you.
Reprove awise person, andhewill love
you.

9 Instruct a wise person, and he will be still
wiser.

Teach a righteous person, and he will
increase in learning.

10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of
wisdom.

The knowledge of the Holy One is un-
derstanding.

11For byme your days will be multiplied.
The years of your life will be increased.

12 If you are wise, you are wise for yourself.
If youmock, you alone will bear it.

13The foolish woman is loud,
undisciplined, and knows nothing.

14 She sits at the door of her house,
on a seat in the high places of the city,
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15 to call to those who pass by,
who go straight on their ways,

16 “Whoever is simple, let him turn in here.”
As for him who is void of understand-
ing, she says to him,

17 “Stolen water is sweet.
Food eaten in secret is pleasant.”

18 But he doesn’t know that the departed
spirits are there,

that her guests are in the depths of
Sheol.†

10
1The proverbs of Solomon.

A wise sonmakes a glad father;
but a foolish son brings grief to his
mother.

2Treasures of wickedness profit nothing,
but righteousness delivers from death.

3 The LORD will not allow the soul of the
righteous to go hungry,

but he thrusts away the desire of the
wicked.

4 He becomes poor who works with a lazy
hand,

but the hand of the diligent brings
wealth.

5Hewho gathers in summer is a wise son,
but hewho sleeps during the harvest is
a son who causes shame.

6Blessings are on the head of the righteous,
but violence covers the mouth of the
wicked.

7Thememory of the righteous is blessed,
but the name of the wicked will rot.

8The wise in heart accept commandments,
but a chattering fool will fall.

9Hewhowalks blamelessly walks surely,
but he who perverts his ways will be
found out.

10 One who winks with the eye causes sor-
row,

but a chattering fool will fall.
11 The mouth of the righteous is a spring of

life,
but violence covers the mouth of the
wicked.

12Hatred stirs up strife,
but love covers all wrongs.

13Wisdom is found on the lips of him who
has discernment,

but a rod is for the back of him who is
void of understanding.

14Wisemen lay up knowledge,
but the mouth of the foolish is near
ruin.

15The richman’s wealth is his strong city.
The destruction of the poor is their
poverty.

16The labour of the righteous leads to life.
The increase of the wicked leads to sin.

17He is in the way of life who heeds correc-
tion,

but he who forsakes reproof leads oth-
ers astray.

18Hewho hides hatred has lying lips.
He who utters a slander is a fool.

19 In themultitude of words there is no lack
of disobedience,

but he who restrains his lips does
wisely.

20The tongue of the righteous is like choice
silver.

The heart of the wicked is of little
worth.

21The lips of the righteous feedmany,
but the foolish die for lack of under-
standing.

22The LORD’s blessing brings wealth,
and he adds no trouble to it.

23 It is a fool’s pleasure to do wickedness,
but wisdom is a man of understand-
ing’s pleasure.

24What thewicked fearwill overtake them,
but the desire of the righteous will be
granted.

25When the whirlwind passes, the wicked
is nomore;

but the righteous stand firm forever.
26 As vinegar to the teeth, and as smoke to

the eyes,
so is the sluggard to those who send
him.

27The fear of the LORD prolongs days,
but the years of the wicked shall be
shortened.

28The prospect of the righteous is joy,
but the hope of the wicked will perish.

29Thewayof theLORD is a stronghold to the
upright,

but it is a destruction to the workers of
iniquity.

30The righteous will never be removed,
but the wicked will not dwell in the
land.

31Themouth of the righteous produceswis-
dom,

but the perverse tongue will be cut off.
32 The lips of the righteous know what is

acceptable,
but the mouth of the wicked is per-
verse.

11
1 A false balance is an abomination to the

LORD,
but accurate weights are his delight.

2When pride comes, then comes shame,
but with humility comes wisdom.

3 The integrity of the upright shall guide
them,

† 9:18: Sheol is the place of the dead.
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but theperversenessof the treacherous
shall destroy them.

4Riches don’t profit in the day of wrath,
but righteousness delivers from death.

5 The righteousness of the blameless will
direct his way,

but the wicked shall fall by his own
wickedness.

6 The righteousness of the upright shall de-
liver them,

but the unfaithful will be trapped by
evil desires.

7When awickedman dies, hope perishes,
and expectation of power comes to
nothing.

8Arighteousperson is deliveredout of trou-
ble,

and the wicked takes his place.
9With his mouth the godless man destroys

his neighbour,
but the righteous will be delivered
through knowledge.

10When it goes well with the righteous, the
city rejoices.

When thewickedperish, there is shout-
ing.

11 By the blessing of the upright, the city is
exalted,

but it is overthrownby themouthof the
wicked.

12Onewhodespises his neighbour is void of
wisdom,

but a man of understanding holds his
peace.

13 One who brings gossip betrays a confi-
dence,

but onewho is of a trustworthy spirit is
one who keeps a secret.

14 Where there is no wise guidance, the
nation falls,

but in the multitude of counsellors
there is victory.

15 He who is collateral for a stranger will
suffer for it,

but hewho refuses pledges of collateral
is secure.

16A gracious woman obtains honour,
but violent men obtain riches.

17 The merciful man does good to his own
soul,

but he who is cruel troubles his own
flesh.

18Wicked people earn deceitful wages,
but one who sows righteousness reaps
a sure reward.

19Hewho is truly righteous gets life.
He who pursues evil gets death.

20 Those who are perverse in heart are an
abomination to the LORD,

but those whose ways are blameless
are his delight.

21 Most certainly, the evil man will not be
unpunished,

but the offspring† of the righteous will
be delivered.

22Like a gold ring in a pig’s snout,
is a beautiful woman who lacks discre-
tion.

23The desire of the righteous is only good.
The expectation of thewicked is wrath.

24 There is one who scatters, and increases
yet more.

There is one who withholds more than
is appropriate, but gains poverty.

25The liberal soul shall be made fat.
He who waters shall be watered also
himself.

26 People curse someone who withholds
grain,

but blessing will be on the head of him
who sells it.

27 He who diligently seeks good seeks
favour,

but he who searches after evil, it shall
come to him.

28Hewho trusts in his riches will fall,
but the righteous shall flourish as the
green leaf.

29He who troubles his own house shall in-
herit the wind.

The foolish shall be servant to the wise
of heart.

30The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life.
He who is wise wins souls.

31 Behold, the righteous shall be repaid in
the earth,

how much more the wicked and the
sinner!

12
1 Whoever loves correction loves knowl-

edge,
but he who hates reproof is stupid.

2 A good man shall obtain favour from the
LORD,

but he will condemn a man of wicked
plans.

3Aman shall not be established by wicked-
ness,

but the root of the righteous shall notbe
moved.

4A worthy woman is the crown of her hus-
band,

but a disgraceful wife is as rottenness
in his bones.

5The thoughts of the righteous are just,
but theadviceof thewicked isdeceitful.

6Thewords of thewicked are about lying in
wait for blood,

† 11:21: or, seed
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but the speech of the upright rescues
them.

7 The wicked are overthrown, and are no
more,

but the house of the righteous shall
stand.

8 A man shall be commended according to
his wisdom,

but hewho has awarpedmind shall be
despised.

9Better is he who is little known, and has a
servant,

thanhewhohonours himself and lacks
bread.

10 A righteous man respects the life of his
animal,

but the tender mercies of the wicked
are cruel.

11He who tills his land shall have plenty of
bread,

but he who chases fantasies is void of
understanding.

12 The wicked desires the plunder of evil
men,

but the root of the righteous flourishes.
13 An evil man is trapped by sinfulness of

lips,
but the righteous shall come out of
trouble.

14Aman shall be satisfied with good by the
fruit of his mouth.

The work of a man’s hands shall be
rewarded to him.

15The way of a fool is right in his own eyes,
but he who is wise listens to counsel.

16A fool shows his annoyance the sameday,
but one who overlooks an insult is pru-
dent.

17Hewho is truthful testifies honestly,
but a false witness lies.

18 There is one who speaks rashly like the
piercing of a sword,

but the tongue of the wise heals.
19Truth’s lips will be established forever,

but a lying tongue is only momentary.
20 Deceit is in the heart of those who plot

evil,
but joy comes to the promoters of
peace.

21 No mischief shall happen to the righ-
teous,

but the wicked shall be filled with evil.
22 Lying lips are an abomination to the

LORD,
but those who do the truth are his de-
light.

23A prudent man keeps his knowledge,
but the hearts of fools proclaim foolish-
ness.

24The hands of the diligent ones shall rule,
but laziness ends in slave labour.

25Anxiety in aman’s heart weighs it down,

but a kind wordmakes it glad.
26 A righteous person is cautious in friend-

ship,
but the way of the wicked leads them
astray.

27The slothful man doesn’t roast his game,
but the possessions of diligent men are
prized.

28 In the way of righteousness is life;
in its path there is no death.

13
1 A wise son listens to his father’s instruc-

tion,
but a scoffer doesn’t listen to rebuke.

2 By the fruit of his lips, a man enjoys good
things,

but the unfaithful crave violence.
3Hewho guards his mouth guards his soul.

One who opens wide his lips comes to
ruin.

4 The soul of the sluggard desires, and has
nothing,

but the desire of the diligent shall be
fully satisfied.

5A righteous man hates lies,
but a wicked man brings shame and
disgrace.

6Righteousness guards theway of integrity,
but wickedness overthrows the sinner.

7There are somewhopretend tobe rich, yet
have nothing.

There are somewhopretend tobepoor,
yet have great wealth.

8The ransom of aman’s life is his riches,
but the poor hear no threats.

9The light of the righteous shines brightly,
but the lamp of the wicked is snuffed
out.

10Pride only breeds quarrels,
but wisdom is with people who take
advice.

11 Wealth gained dishonestly dwindles
away,

but he who gathers by hand makes it
grow.

12Hope deferredmakes the heart sick,
but when longing is fulfilled, it is a tree
of life.

13Whoeverdespises instructionwill pay for
it,

but hewho respects a commandwill be
rewarded.

14The teaching of thewise is a spring of life,
to turn from the snares of death.

15Good understanding wins favour,
but the way of the unfaithful is hard.

16Every prudentmanacts fromknowledge,
but a fool exposes folly.

17Awickedmessenger falls into trouble,
but a trustworthy envoy gains healing.
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18 Poverty and shame come to him who
refuses discipline,

but he who heeds correction shall be
honoured.

19Longing fulfilled is sweet to the soul,
but fools detest turning from evil.

20 One who walks with wise men grows
wise,

but a companion of fools suffers harm.
21Misfortune pursues sinners,

but prosperity rewards the righteous.
22 A good man leaves an inheritance to his

children’s children,
but thewealthof the sinner is stored for
the righteous.

23An abundance of food is in poor people’s
fields,

but injustice sweeps it away.
24Onewho spares the rod hates his son,

but one who loves him is careful to
discipline him.

25The righteous one eats to the satisfying of
his soul,

but the belly of thewicked goes hungry.

14
1Every wise woman builds her house,

but the foolish one tears it down with
her own hands.

2He who walks in his uprightness fears the
LORD,

but he who is perverse in his ways de-
spises him.

3The fool’s talk brings a rod to his back,
but the lips of the wise protect them.

4Where no oxen are, the crib is clean,
but much increase is by the strength of
the ox.

5A truthful witness will not lie,
but a false witness pours out lies.

6Ascoffer seekswisdom, anddoesn’t find it,
but knowledge comes easily to a dis-
cerning person.

7 Stay away from a foolishman,
for you won’t find knowledge on his
lips.

8 The wisdom of the prudent is to think
about his way,

but the folly of fools is deceit.
9Fools mock at making atonement for sins,

but amongst the upright there is good
will.

10 The heart knows its own bitterness and
joy;

he will not share these with a stranger.
11 The house of the wicked will be over-

thrown,
but the tent of the upright will flourish.

12 There is a way which seems right to a
man,

but in the end it leads to death.

13 Even in laughter the heart may be sor-
rowful,

andmirthmay end in heaviness.
14The unfaithful will be repaid for his own

ways;
likewise a good man will be rewarded
for his ways.

15A simple man believes everything,
but the prudent man carefully consid-
ers his ways.

16Awise man fears and shuns evil,
but the fool is hot headed and reckless.

17 He who is quick to become angry will
commit folly,

and a crafty man is hated.
18The simple inherit folly,

but the prudent are crowned with
knowledge.

19The evil bow down before the good,
and the wicked at the gates of the righ-
teous.

20 The poor person is shunned even by his
own neighbour,

but the rich person has many friends.
21Hewho despises his neighbour sins,

but he who has pity on the poor is
blessed.

22Don’t they go astray who plot evil?
But love and faithfulness belong to
those who plan good.

23 In all hard work there is profit,
but the talk of the lips leads only to
poverty.

24The crown of the wise is their riches,
but the folly of fools crowns them with
folly.

25A truthful witness saves souls,
but a false witness is deceitful.

26 In the fear of the LORD is a secure
fortress,

and hewill be a refuge for his children.
27The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life,

turning people from the snares of
death.

28 In the multitude of people is the king’s
glory,

but in the lack of people is the destruc-
tion of the prince.

29He who is slow to anger has great under-
standing,

but hewhohas a quick temper displays
folly.

30The life of the body is a heart at peace,
but envy rots the bones.

31 He who oppresses the poor shows con-
tempt for his Maker,

buthewho iskind to theneedyhonours
him.

32 The wicked is brought down in his
calamity,

but in death, the righteoushas a refuge.
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33Wisdom rests in the heart of onewho has
understanding,

and is evenmade known in the inward
part of fools.

34Righteousness exalts a nation,
but sin is a disgrace to any people.

35 The king’s favour is towards a servant
who deals wisely,

but his wrath is towards one who
causes shame.

15
1A gentle answer turns away wrath,

but a harsh word stirs up anger.
2 The tongue of the wise commends knowl-

edge,
but themouths of fools gush out folly.

3The LORD’s eyes are everywhere,
keepingwatch on the evil and the good.

4A gentle tongue is a tree of life,
but deceit in it crushes the spirit.

5A fool despises his father’s correction,
but he who heeds reproof shows pru-
dence.

6 In the house of the righteous is much trea-
sure,

but the income of the wicked brings
trouble.

7The lips of the wise spread knowledge;
not so with the heart of fools.

8 The sacrifice made by the wicked is an
abomination to the LORD,

but the prayer of the upright is his de-
light.

9 The way of the wicked is an abomination
to the LORD,

buthe loveshimwho followsafter righ-
teousness.

10There is stern discipline for one who for-
sakes the way.

Whoever hates reproof shall die.
11 Sheol† and Abaddon are before the

LORD—
how much more then the hearts of the
children of men!

12A scoffer doesn’t love to be reproved;
he will not go to the wise.

13A glad heart makes a cheerful face,
but an aching heart breaks the spirit.

14 The heart of one who has understanding
seeks knowledge,

but themouths of fools feed on folly.
15All the days of the afflicted are wretched,

butonewhohasacheerfulheart enjoys
a continual feast.

16Better is little, with the fear of the LORD,
than great treasure with trouble.

17Better is a dinner of herbs, where love is,
than a fattened calf with hatred.

18Awrathful man stirs up contention,

but one who is slow to anger appeases
strife.

19 The way of the sluggard is like a thorn
patch,

but the path of the upright is a highway.
20Awise sonmakes a father glad,

but a foolishman despises his mother.
21Folly is joy to one who is void of wisdom,

but a man of understanding keeps his
way straight.

22Where there is no counsel, plans fail;
but in a multitude of counsellors they
are established.

23 Joy comes to a man with the reply of his
mouth.

How good is a word at the right time!
24Thepathof life leadsupward for thewise,

to keep him from going downward to
Sheol.‡

25 The LORD will uproot the house of the
proud,

but he will keep the widow’s borders
intact.

26 The LORD detests the thoughts of the
wicked,

but the thoughts of the pure are pleas-
ing.

27 He who is greedy for gain troubles his
own house,

but he who hates bribes will live.
28 The heart of the righteous weighs an-

swers,
but themouth of thewicked gushes out
evil.

29The LORD is far from the wicked,
but he hears the prayer of the righ-
teous.

30The light of the eyes rejoices the heart.
Good news gives health to the bones.

31The ear that listens to reproof lives,
and will be at home amongst the wise.

32 He who refuses correction despises his
own soul,

but he who listens to reproof gets un-
derstanding.

33The fear of the LORD teaches wisdom.
Before honour is humility.

16
1The plans of the heart belong to man,

but theanswerof the tongue is fromthe
LORD.

2All the ways of a man are clean in his own
eyes,

but the LORDweighs themotives.
3Commit your deeds to the LORD,

and your plans shall succeed.
4TheLORDhasmadeeverything for its own

end—
yes, even the wicked for the day of evil.

† 15:11: Sheol is the place of the dead. ‡ 15:24: Sheol is the place of the dead.
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5 Everyone who is proud in heart is an
abomination to the LORD;

they shall certainly not be unpunished.
6Bymercy and truth iniquity is atoned for.

By the fear of the LORD men depart
from evil.

7When aman’s ways please the LORD,
he makes even his enemies to be at
peace with him.

8Better is a little with righteousness,
than great revenues with injustice.

9Aman’s heart plans his course,
but the LORD directs his steps.

10 Inspired judgements are on the lips of the
king.

He shall not betray his mouth.
11 Honest balances and scales are the

LORD’s;
all the weights in the bag are his work.

12 It is an abomination for kings to do
wrong,

for the throne is established by righ-
teousness.

13Righteous lips are the delight of kings.
They value one who speaks the truth.

14The king’s wrath is a messenger of death,
but a wise manwill pacify it.

15 In the light of the king’s face is life.
His favour is like a cloud of the spring
rain.

16Howmuch better it is to get wisdom than
gold!

Yes, to get understanding is to be cho-
sen rather than silver.

17 The highway of the upright is to depart
from evil.

He who keeps his way preserves his
soul.

18Pride goes before destruction,
and an arrogant spirit before a fall.

19 It is better to be of a lowly spirit with the
poor,

than to divide the plunder with the
proud.

20Hewho heeds theWord finds prosperity.
Whoever trusts in the LORD is blessed.

21Thewise in heart shall be called prudent.
Pleasantness of the lips promotes in-
struction.

22Understanding is a fountain of life to one
who has it,

but the punishment of fools is their
folly.

23The heart of thewise instructs hismouth,
and adds learning to his lips.

24Pleasant words are a honeycomb,
sweet to the soul, and health to the
bones.

25 There is a way which seems right to a
man,

but in the end it leads to death.

26 The appetite of the labouring man
labours for him,

for his mouth urges him on.
27Aworthless man devises mischief.

His speech is like a scorching fire.
28A perverse man stirs up strife.

A whisperer separates close friends.
29Aman of violence entices his neighbour,

and leads him in away that is not good.
30One who winks his eyes to plot perversi-

ties,
onewho compresses his lips, is bent on
evil.

31Grey hair is a crown of glory.
It is attained by a life of righteousness.

32Onewho is slowtoanger isbetter than the
mighty;

one who rules his spirit, than he who
takes a city.

33The lot is cast into the lap,
but its every decision is from the LORD.

17
1Better is a drymorsel with quietness,

than a house full of feasting with strife.
2A servant who deals wisely will rule over

a son who causes shame,
and shall have a part in the inheritance
amongst the brothers.

3 The refining pot is for silver, and the fur-
nace for gold,

but the LORD tests the hearts.
4An evildoer heeds wicked lips.

A liar gives ear to a mischievous
tongue.

5 Whoever mocks the poor reproaches his
Maker.

He who is glad at calamity shall not be
unpunished.

6 Children’s children are the crown of old
men;

the glory of children is their parents.
7Excellent speech isn’t fitting for a fool,

much less do lying lips fit a prince.
8 A bribe is a precious stone in the eyes of

himwho gives it;
wherever he turns, he prospers.

9Hewho covers an offence promotes love;
but he who repeats a matter separates
best friends.

10A rebuke enters deeper into one who has
understanding

than a hundred lashes into a fool.
11An evil man seeks only rebellion;

therefore a cruel messenger shall be
sent against him.

12Let a bear robbedof her cubsmeet aman,
rather than a fool in his folly.

13Whoever rewards evil for good,
evil shall not depart from his house.

14The beginning of strife is like breaching a
dam,
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therefore stop contention before quar-
relling breaks out.

15He who justifies the wicked, and he who
condemns the righteous,

both of them alike are an abomination
to the LORD.

16Why is there money in the hand of a fool
to buy wisdom,

since he has no understanding?
17A friend loves at all times;

and a brother is born for adversity.
18 A man void of understanding strikes

hands,
and becomes collateral in the presence
of his neighbour.

19Hewho loves disobedience loves strife.
One who builds a high gate seeks de-
struction.

20Onewhohasaperverseheartdoesn’t find
prosperity,

and one who has a deceitful tongue
falls into trouble.

21 He who becomes the father of a fool
grieves.

The father of a fool has no joy.
22A cheerful heart makes goodmedicine,

but a crushed spirit dries up the bones.
23Awickedman receives a bribe in secret,

to pervert the ways of justice.
24Wisdom is before the face of onewho has

understanding,
but theeyesof a foolwander to theends
of the earth.

25A foolish son brings grief to his father,
and bitterness to her who bore him.

26Also to punish the righteous is not good,
nor to flog officials for their integrity.

27Hewho spares his words has knowledge.
He who is even tempered is a man of
understanding.

28 Even a fool, when he keeps silent, is
counted wise.

When he shuts his lips, he is thought to
be discerning.

18
1 A man who isolates himself pursues self-

ishness,
and defies all sound judgement.

2A fool has no delight in understanding,
but only in revealing his own opinion.

3 When wickedness comes, contempt also
comes,

and with shame comes disgrace.
4The words of a man’s mouth are like deep

waters.
The fountainofwisdomis likeaflowing
brook.

5 To be partial to the faces of the wicked is
not good,

nor to deprive the innocent of justice.
6A fool’s lips come into strife,

and his mouth invites beatings.
7A fool’s mouth is his destruction,

and his lips are a snare to his soul.
8 The words of a gossip are like dainty

morsels:
they godown into a person’s innermost
parts.

9Onewho is slack in his work
is brother to him who is a master of
destruction.

10The LORD’s name is a strong tower:
the righteous run to him, and are safe.

11The richman’s wealth is his strong city,
likeanunscalablewall inhis own imag-
ination.

12 Before destruction the heart of man is
proud,

but before honour is humility.
13Hewho answers before he hears,

that is folly and shame to him.
14Aman’s spiritwill sustainhiminsickness,

but a crushed spirit, who can bear?
15 The heart of the discerning gets knowl-

edge.
The ear of the wise seeks knowledge.

16Aman’s gift makes room for him,
and brings him before great men.

17 He who pleads his cause first seems
right—

until another comes and questions
him.

18The lot settles disputes,
and keeps strong ones apart.

19A brother offended is more difficult than
a fortified city.

Disputes are like the bars of a fortress.
20Aman’s stomach is filled with the fruit of

his mouth.
With the harvest of his lips he is satis-
fied.

21 Death and life are in the power of the
tongue;

those who love it will eat its fruit.
22Whoever finds a wife finds a good thing,

and obtains favour of the LORD.
23The poor plead for mercy,

but the rich answer harshly.
24 A man of many companions may be ru-

ined,
but there is a friend who sticks closer
than a brother.

19
1 Better is the poor who walks in his in-

tegrity
than he who is perverse in his lips and
is a fool.

2 It isn’t good to have zeal without knowl-
edge,

nor being hasty with one’s feet and
missing the way.

3The foolishness of man subverts his way;
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his heart rages against the LORD.
4Wealth addsmany friends,

but the poor is separated from his
friend.

5A false witness shall not be unpunished.
He who pours out lies shall not go free.

6Manywill entreat the favour of a ruler,
and everyone is a friend to a man who
gives gifts.

7All the relatives of the poor shun him;
how much more do his friends avoid
him!

He pursues them with pleas, but they
are gone.

8Hewho gets wisdom loves his own soul.
Hewho keeps understanding shall find
good.

9A false witness shall not be unpunished.
He who utters lies shall perish.

10 Delicate living is not appropriate for a
fool,

much less for a servant to have rule
over princes.

11 The discretion of a man makes him slow
to anger.

It is his glory to overlook an offence.
12 The king’s wrath is like the roaring of a

lion,
but his favour is like dew on the grass.

13A foolish son is the calamity of his father.
A wife’s quarrels are a continual drip-
ping.

14Houseand riches are an inheritance from
fathers,

but a prudent wife is from the LORD.
15 Slothfulness casts into a deep sleep.

The idle soul shall suffer hunger.
16 He who keeps the commandment keeps

his soul,
buthewho is contemptuous inhisways
shall die.

17He who has pity on the poor lends to the
LORD;

he will reward him.
18Discipline your son, for there is hope;

don’t be a willing party to his death.
19 A hot-tempered man must pay the

penalty,
for if you rescue him, you must do it
again.

20Listen to counsel and receive instruction,
that youmaybewise in your latter end.

21There are many plans in aman’s heart,
but the LORD’s counsel will prevail.

22 That which makes a man to be desired is
his kindness.

A poorman is better than a liar.
23 The fear of the LORD leads to life, then

contentment;
he rests and will not be touched by
trouble.

24The sluggard buries his hand in the dish;

he will not so much as bring it to his
mouth again.

25 Flog a scoffer, and the simple will learn
prudence;

rebuke one who has understanding,
and he will gain knowledge.

26He who robs his father and drives away
his mother

is a son who causes shame and brings
reproach.

27 If you stop listening to instruction, my
son,

youwill stray from thewords of knowl-
edge.

28A corrupt witness mocks justice,
and the mouth of the wicked gulps
down iniquity.

29Penalties are prepared for scoffers,
and beatings for the backs of fools.

20
1Wine is a mocker and beer is a brawler.

Whoever is led astray by them is not
wise.

2The terror of a king is like the roaring of a
lion.

He who provokes him to anger forfeits
his own life.

3 It is anhonour foramantokeepaloof from
strife,

but every fool will be quarrelling.
4 The sluggard will not plough by reason of

the winter;
therefore he shall beg in harvest, and
have nothing.

5 Counsel in the heart of man is like deep
water,

but a man of understanding will draw
it out.

6 Many men claim to be men of unfailing
love,

but who can find a faithful man?
7A righteous manwalks in integrity.

Blessed are his children after him.
8Akingwho sits on the throneof judgement

scatters away all evil with his eyes.
9Who can say, “I havemademy heart pure.

I am clean andwithout sin”?
10 Differing weights and differing mea-

sures,
both of them alike are an abomination
to the LORD.

11Even a childmakes himself known by his
doings,

whether his work is pure, andwhether
it is right.

12The hearing ear, and the seeing eye,
the LORD hasmade even both of them.

13Don’t love sleep, lest you come to poverty.
Open your eyes, and you shall be satis-
fied with bread.
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14 “It’s no good, it’s no good,” says the buyer;
but when he is gone his way, then he
boasts.

15There is gold and abundance of rubies,
but the lips of knowledge are a rare
jewel.

16 Take the garment of one who puts up
collateral for a stranger;

and hold him in pledge for a wayward
woman.

17Fraudulent food is sweet to aman,
but afterwards his mouth is filled with
gravel.

18Plans are established by advice;
by wise guidance you wage war!

19 He who goes about as a tale-bearer re-
veals secrets;

therefore don’t keep company with
himwho opens wide his lips.

20Whoever curses his father or his mother,
his lamp shall beput out inblackness of
darkness.

21 An inheritance quickly gained at the be-
ginning

won’t be blessed in the end.
22Don’t say, “I will pay back evil.”

Wait for theLORD,andhewill saveyou.
23The LORD detests differing weights,

and dishonest scales are not pleasing.
24Aman’s steps are from the LORD;

how then can man understand his
way?

25 It is a snare to a man to make a rash
dedication,

then later to consider his vows.
26Awise king winnows out the wicked,

and drives the threshing wheel over
them.

27The spirit of man is the LORD’s lamp,
searching all his innermost parts.

28Love and faithfulness keep the king safe.
His throne is sustained by love.

29The glory of youngmen is their strength.
The splendour of old men is their grey
hair.

30Wounding blows cleanse away evil,
and beatings purge the innermost
parts.

21
1The king’s heart is in the LORD’s hand like

the watercourses.
He turns it wherever he desires.

2Everywayofaman is right inhisowneyes,
but the LORDweighs the hearts.

3To do righteousness and justice
is more acceptable to the LORD than
sacrifice.

4A high look and a proud heart,
the lamp of the wicked, is sin.

5 The plans of the diligent surely lead to
profit;

and everyone who is hasty surely
rushes to poverty.

6Getting treasures by a lying tongue
is a fleeting vapour for those who seek
death.

7The violence of thewickedwill drive them
away,

because they refuse to do what is right.
8The way of the guilty is devious,

but the conduct of the innocent is up-
right.

9 It is better to dwell in the corner of the
housetop

than to share a house with a con-
tentious woman.

10The soul of the wicked desires evil;
his neighbour finds no mercy in his
eyes.

11When themocker is punished, the simple
gains wisdom.

When the wise is instructed, he re-
ceives knowledge.

12TheRighteousOne considers the house of
the wicked,

and brings the wicked to ruin.
13Whoever stops his ears at the cry of the

poor,
he will also cry out, but shall not be
heard.

14A gift in secret pacifies anger,
and a bribe in the cloak, strong wrath.

15 It is joy to the righteous to do justice;
but it is a destruction to the workers of
iniquity.

16 The man who wanders out of the way of
understanding

shall rest in the assembly of the de-
parted spirits.

17Hewho lovespleasurewill beapoorman.
He who loves wine and oil won’t be
rich.

18Thewicked is a ransom for the righteous,
the treacherous for the upright.

19 It is better to dwell in a desert land,
than with a contentious and fretful
woman.

20 There is precious treasure and oil in the
dwelling of the wise,

but a foolishman swallows it up.
21 He who follows after righteousness and

kindness
finds life, righteousness, and honour.

22Awise man scales the city of themighty,
andbringsdown the strengthof its con-
fidence.

23 Whoever guards his mouth and his
tongue

keeps his soul from troubles.
24Theproudandarrogantman—“Scoffer” is

his name—
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he works in the arrogance of pride.
25The desire of the sluggard kills him,

for his hands refuse to labour.
26Thereare thosewhocovet greedilyall day

long;
but the righteous give and don’t with-
hold.

27The sacrifice of thewicked is an abomina-
tion—

how much more, when he brings it
with a wickedmind!

28A false witness will perish.
Amanwho listens speaks to eternity.

29Awickedman hardens his face;
but as for theupright, he establisheshis
ways.

30There is no wisdom nor understanding
nor counsel against the LORD.

31 The horse is prepared for the day of bat-
tle;

but victory is with the LORD.

22
1A good name is more desirable than great

riches,
and loving favour is better than silver
and gold.

2 The rich and the poor have this in com-
mon:

The LORD is themaker of them all.
3 A prudent man sees danger and hides

himself;
but the simple pass on, and suffer for it.

4 The result of humility and the fear of the
LORD

is wealth, honour, and life.
5 Thorns and snares are in the path of the

wicked;
whoever guards his soul stays far from
them.

6Train up a child in the way he should go,
and when he is old he will not depart
from it.

7The rich rule over the poor.
The borrower is servant to the lender.

8Hewho sows wickedness reaps trouble,
and the rod of his fury will be de-
stroyed.

9Hewhohas a generous eyewill be blessed,
for he shares his food with the poor.

10 Drive out the mocker, and strife will go
out;

yes, quarrels and insults will stop.
11He who loves purity of heart and speaks

gracefully
is the king’s friend.

12The LORD’s eyes watch over knowledge,
but he frustrates the words of the un-
faithful.

13 The sluggard says, “There is a lion out-
side!

I will be killed in the streets!”
14Themouth of an adulteress is a deep pit.

He who is under the LORD’s wrath will
fall into it.

15Folly is bound up in the heart of a child;
the rod of discipline drives it far from
him.

16Whoever oppresses the poor for his own
increase and whoever gives to the
rich,

both come to poverty.

17 Turn your ear, and listen to the words of
the wise.

Apply your heart to my teaching.
18For it is a pleasant thing if you keep them

within you,
if all of them are ready on your lips.

19 I teach you today, even you,
so that your trust may be in the LORD.

20 Haven’t I written to you thirty excellent
things

of counsel and knowledge,
21To teach you truth, reliable words,

to give sound answers to the ones who
sent you?

22Don’t exploit the poor because he is poor;
and don’t crush the needy in court;

23 for the LORDwill plead their case,
and plunder the life of those who plun-
der them.

24Don’t befriend a hot-temperedman.
Don’t associate with onewho harbours
anger,

25 lest you learn his ways
and ensnare your soul.

26 Don’t you be one of those who strike
hands,

of those who are collateral for debts.
27 If you don’t havemeans to pay,

why should he take away your bed
from under you?

28Don’t move the ancient boundary stone
which your fathers have set up.

29Do you see aman skilled in his work?
He will serve kings.
He won’t serve obscuremen.

23
1When you sit to eat with a ruler,

consider diligently what is before you;
2put a knife to your throat

if you are aman given to appetite.
3Don’t be desirous of his dainties,

since they are deceitful food.
4Don’t weary yourself to be rich.

In your wisdom, show restraint.
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5Why do you set your eyes on that which is
not?

For it certainly sprouts wings like an
eagle and flies in the sky.

6Don’t eat the food of himwho has a stingy
eye,

and don’t crave his delicacies,
7 for as he thinks about the cost, so he is.
“Eat and drink!” he says to you,
but his heart is not with you.

8 You will vomit up the morsel which you
have eaten

andwaste your pleasant words.

9Don’t speak in the ears of a fool,
for he will despise the wisdom of your
words.

10Don’t move the ancient boundary stone.
Don’t encroach on the fields of the fa-
therless,

11 for their Defender is strong.
He will plead their case against you.

12Apply your heart to instruction,
and your ears to the words of knowl-
edge.

13Don’t withhold correction from a child.
If you punish him with the rod, he will
not die.

14Punish himwith the rod,
and save his soul from Sheol.†

15My son, if your heart is wise,
thenmy heart will be glad, evenmine.

16Yes, my heart will rejoice
when your lips speak what is right.

17Don’t let your heart envy sinners,
but rather fear the LORD all day long.

18 Indeed surely there is a future hope,
and your hope will not be cut off.

19Listen, my son, and be wise,
and keep your heart on the right path!

20Don’t be amongst ones drinking toomuch
wine,

or those who gorge themselves on
meat;

21 for the drunkard and the glutton shall
become poor;

and drowsiness clothes them in rags.
22Listen to your father who gave you life,

and don’t despise your mother when
she is old.

23Buy the truth, and don’t sell it.
Get wisdom, discipline, and under-
standing.

24The father of the righteous has great joy.
Whoever fathers a wise child delights
in him.

25Let your father and yourmother be glad!
Let her who bore you rejoice!

26My son, give me your heart;
and let your eyes keep inmyways.

27For a prostitute is a deep pit;
and a wayward wife is a narrowwell.

28Yes, she lies in wait like a robber,
and increases the unfaithful amongst
men.

29Who has woe?
Who has sorrow?
Who has strife?
Who has complaints?
Who has needless bruises?
Who has bloodshot eyes?

30Those who stay long at the wine;
those who go to seek out mixed wine.

31Don’t look at the wine when it is red,
when it sparkles in the cup,
when it goes down smoothly.

32 In the end, it bites like a snake,
and poisons like a viper.

33Your eyes will see strange things,
and your mind will imagine confusing
things.

34Yes, youwill be as hewho lies down in the
middle of the sea,

or as he who lies on top of the rigging:
35 “They hit me, and I was not hurt!

They beat me, and I don’t feel it!
Whenwill I wake up? I can do it again.
I will look for more.”

24
1Don’t be envious of evil men,

neither desire to be with them;
2 for their hearts plot violence

and their lips talk about mischief.
3Through wisdom a house is built;

by understanding it is established;
4by knowledge the rooms are filled

with all rare and beautiful treasure.
5Awise man has great power.

A knowledgeable man increases
strength,

6 for by wise guidance you wage your war,
and victory is in many advisors.

7Wisdom is too high for a fool.
He doesn’t open his mouth in the gate.

8Onewho plots to do evil
will be called a schemer.

9The schemes of folly are sin.
Themocker is detested bymen.

10 If you falter in the time of trouble,
your strength is small.

11 Rescue those who are being led away to
death!

Indeed, hold back those who are stag-
gering to the slaughter!

12 If you say, “Behold, we didn’t know this,”
† 23:14: Sheol is the place of the dead.



Proverbs 24:13 547 Proverbs 25:17

doesn’t he who weighs the hearts con-
sider it?

Hewhokeeps your soul, doesn’t he know it?
Shall he not give to every man accord-
ing to his work?

13My son, eat honey, for it is good,
the droppings of the honeycomb,
which are sweet to your taste;

14 so you shall know wisdom to be to your
soul.

If you have found it, then there will be
a reward:

Your hope will not be cut off.
15Don’t lay inwait, wickedman, against the

habitation of the righteous.
Don’t destroy his resting place;

16 for a righteousman falls seven times and
rises up again,

but the wicked are overthrown by
calamity.

17Don’t rejoice when your enemy falls.
Don’t let your heart be glad when he is
overthrown,

18 lest the LORD see it, and it displease him,
and he turn away his wrath from him.

19Don’t fret yourself because of evildoers,
neither be envious of the wicked;

20 for there will be no reward to the evil
man.

The lamp of the wicked will be snuffed
out.

21My son, fear the LORD and the king.
Don’t join those who are rebellious,

22 for their calamity will rise suddenly.
Who knows what destruction may
come from them both?

23These also are sayings of the wise:

To showpartiality in judgement is not good.
24Hewho says to the wicked, “You are righ-

teous,”
peopleswill cursehim, andnationswill
abhor him—

25but it will go well with those who convict
the guilty,

and a rich blessing will come on them.
26An honest answer

is like a kiss on the lips.
27Prepare your work outside,

and get your fields ready.
Afterwards, build your house.

28 Don’t be a witness against your neigh-
bour without cause.

Don’t deceive with your lips.
29Don’t say, “I will do to him as he has done

to me;
I will repay the man according to his
work.”

30 I went by the field of the sluggard,
by the vineyard of the man void of un-
derstanding.

31Behold, itwas all grownoverwith thorns.
Its surface was covered with nettles,
and its stone wall was broken down.

32Then I saw, and considered well.
I saw, and received instruction:

33a little sleep, a little slumber,
a little folding of the hands to sleep,

34 so your poverty will come as a robber
and your want as an armedman.

25
1 These also are proverbs of Solomon,

which the men of Hezekiah king of Judah
copied out.
2 It is the glory of God to conceal a thing,

but the glory of kings is to search out a
matter.

3 As the heavens for height, and the earth
for depth,

so thehearts of kings areunsearchable.
4Take away the dross from the silver,

andmaterial comes out for the refiner.
5Takeaway thewicked fromtheking’spres-

ence,
and his throne will be established in
righteousness.

6Don’t exalt yourself in the presence of the
king,

or claim a place amongst great men;
7 for it is better that it be said to you, “Come

up here,”
than that youshouldbeput lower in the
presence of the prince,

whom your eyes have seen.
8Don’t behasty inbringing charges to court.

What will you do in the endwhen your
neighbour shames you?

9Debate your case with your neighbour,
and don’t betray the confidence of an-
other,

10 lest one who hears it put you to
shame,

and your bad reputation never depart.

11Aword fitly spoken
is like apples of gold in settings of silver.

12As an earring of gold, and an ornament of
fine gold,

so is awise reprover to an obedient ear.
13As the cold of snow in the time of harvest,

so is a faithful messenger to those who
send him;

for he refreshes the soul of hismasters.
14As clouds and wind without rain,

so is he who boasts of gifts deceptively.
15By patience a ruler is persuaded.

A soft tongue breaks the bone.
16Have you found honey?

Eat as much as is sufficient for you,
lest you eat toomuch, and vomit it.

17 Let your foot be seldom in your neigh-
bour’s house,
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lest he be weary of you, and hate you.
18A man who gives false testimony against

his neighbour
is like a club, a sword, or a sharp arrow.

19Confidence in someoneunfaithful in time
of trouble

is like a bad tooth or a lame foot.
20As one who takes away a garment in cold

weather,
or vinegar on soda,
so is one who sings songs to a heavy
heart.

21 If your enemy is hungry, give him food to
eat.

If he is thirsty, give himwater to drink;
22 for youwill heap coals of fire on his head,

and the LORDwill reward you.
23The north wind produces rain;

so a backbiting tongue brings an angry
face.

24 It is better to dwell in the corner of the
housetop

than to share a house with a con-
tentious woman.

25Like cold water to a thirsty soul,
so is good news from a far country.

26 Like a muddied spring and a polluted
well,

so is a righteous man who gives way
before the wicked.

27 It is not good to eat much honey,
nor is it honourable to seek one’s own
honour.

28Like a city that is broken down and with-
out walls

is a man whose spirit is without re-
straint.

26
1 Like snow in summer, and as rain in har-

vest,
so honour is not fitting for a fool.

2Like a fluttering sparrow,
like a darting swallow,
so the undeserved curse doesn’t come
to rest.

3Awhip is for the horse,
a bridle for the donkey,
and a rod for the back of fools!

4Don’t answer a fool according to his folly,
lest you also be like him.

5Answer a fool according to his folly,
lest he be wise in his own eyes.

6Onewho sends amessage by the hand of a
fool

is cuttingoff feet anddrinkingviolence.
7Like the legs of the lame that hang loose,

so is a parable in themouth of fools.
8As one who binds a stone in a sling,

so is he who gives honour to a fool.
9 Like a thorn bush that goes into the hand

of a drunkard,

so is a parable in themouth of fools.
10As an archer whowounds all,

so is he who hires a fool
or he who hires those who pass by.

11As a dog that returns to his vomit,
so is a fool who repeats his folly.

12Do you see amanwise in his own eyes?
There is more hope for a fool than for
him.

13 The sluggard says, “There is a lion in the
road!

A fierce lion roams the streets!”
14As the door turns on its hinges,

so does the sluggard on his bed.
15The sluggard buries his hand in the dish.

He is too lazy to bring it back to his
mouth.

16The sluggard is wiser in his own eyes
than seven men who answer with dis-
cretion.

17Like one who grabs a dog’s ears
is one who passes by and meddles in a
quarrel not his own.

18 Like a madman who shoots torches, ar-
rows, and death,

19 is the man who deceives his neigh-
bour and says, “Am I not joking?”

20For lack of wood a fire goes out.
Without gossip, a quarrel dies down.

21As coals are to hot embers,
and wood to fire,
so is a contentious man to kindling
strife.

22 The words of a whisperer are as dainty
morsels,

they go down into the innermost parts.
23Like silver dross on an earthen vessel

are the lips of a fervent onewith an evil
heart.

24 A malicious man disguises himself with
his lips,

but he harbours evil in his heart.
25 When his speech is charming, don’t be-

lieve him,
for there are seven abominations in his
heart.

26 His malice may be concealed by decep-
tion,

but his wickedness will be exposed in
the assembly.

27Whoever digs a pit shall fall into it.
Whoever rolls a stone, itwill comeback
on him.

28A lying tongue hates those it hurts;
and a flatteringmouth works ruin.

27
1Don’t boast about tomorrow;

for you don’t know what a day may
bring.

2Let another man praise you,
and not your ownmouth;
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a stranger, and not your own lips.
3A stone is heavy,

and sand is a burden;
but a fool’s provocation is heavier than
both.

4Wrath is cruel,
and anger is overwhelming;
but who is able to stand before jeal-
ousy?

5Better is open rebuke
than hidden love.

6The wounds of a friend are faithful,
although the kisses of an enemy are
profuse.

7A full soul loathes a honeycomb;
but to a hungry soul, every bitter thing
is sweet.

8As a bird that wanders from her nest,
so is a man who wanders from his
home.

9 Perfume and incense bring joy to the
heart;

so does earnest counsel from a man’s
friend.

10 Don’t forsake your friend and your fa-
ther’s friend.

Don’t go to your brother’s house in the
day of your disaster.

A neighbour who is near is better than
a distant brother.

11Be wise, my son,
and bring joy to my heart,
then I can answermy tormentor.

12 A prudent man sees danger and takes
refuge;

but the simple pass on, and suffer for it.
13Take his garment when he puts up collat-

eral for a stranger.
Hold it for a wayward woman!

14Hewho blesses his neighbourwith a loud
voice early in themorning,

it will be taken as a curse by him.
15A continual dropping on a rainy day

and a contentious wife are alike:
16 restraining her is like restraining the

wind,
or like grasping oil in his right hand.

17 Iron sharpens iron;
so a man sharpens his friend’s counte-
nance.

18 Whoever tends the fig tree shall eat its
fruit.

He who looks after his master shall be
honoured.

19Like water reflects a face,
so aman’s heart reflects theman.

20 Sheol† and Abaddon are never satisfied;
and aman’s eyes are never satisfied.

21The crucible is for silver,

and the furnace for gold;
but man is refined by his praise.

22Though you grind a fool in a mortar with
a pestle along with grain,

yet his foolishness will not be removed
from him.

23Knowwell the state of your flocks,
and pay attention to your herds,

24 for riches are not forever,
nor does the crown endure to all gener-
ations.

25The hay is removed, and the new growth
appears,

the grasses of the hills are gathered in.
26The lambs are for your clothing,

and the goats are the price of a field.
27 There will be plenty of goats’ milk for

your food,
for your family’s food,
and for the nourishment of your ser-
vant girls.

28
1The wicked flee when no one pursues;

but the righteous are as bold as a lion.
2 In rebellion, a land has many rulers,

but order is maintained by a man of
understanding and knowledge.

3A needymanwho oppresses the poor
is like a driving rain which leaves no
crops.

4 Those who forsake the law praise the
wicked;

but those who keep the law contend
with them.

5Evil men don’t understand justice;
but those who seek the LORD under-
stand it fully.

6 Better is the poor who walks in his in-
tegrity

than he who is perverse in his ways,
and he is rich.

7Whoever keeps the law is a wise son;
but he who is a companion of gluttons
shames his father.

8He who increases his wealth by excessive
interest

gathers it for one who has pity on the
poor.

9He who turns away his ear from hearing
the law,

even his prayer is an abomination.
10Whoever causes the upright to go astray

in an evil way,
he will fall into his own trap;
but the blameless will inherit good.

11The richman is wise in his own eyes;
but the poor who has understanding
sees through him.

† 27:20: Sheol is the place of the dead.
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12 When the righteous triumph, there is
great glory;

but when the wicked rise, men hide
themselves.

13Hewho conceals his sins doesn’t prosper,
but whoever confesses and renounces
them findsmercy.

14Blessed is themanwho always fears;
but onewhohardenshisheart falls into
trouble.

15As a roaring lion or a charging bear,
so is a wicked ruler over helpless peo-
ple.

16A tyrannical ruler lacks judgement.
One who hates ill-gotten gain will have
long days.

17 A man who is tormented by blood guilt
will be a fugitive until death.

No one will support him.
18Whoever walks blamelessly is kept safe;

but one with perverse ways will fall
suddenly.

19 One who works his land will have an
abundance of food;

but one who chases fantasies will have
his fill of poverty.

20A faithful man is rich with blessings;
but one who is eager to be rich will not
go unpunished.

21To show partiality is not good,
yet a man will do wrong for a piece of
bread.

22A stingyman hurries after riches,
and doesn’t know that poverty waits
for him.

23 One who rebukes a man will afterward
findmore favour

than one who flatters with the tongue.
24 Whoever robs his father or his mother

and says, “It’s not wrong,”
is a partner with a destroyer.

25Onewho is greedy stirs up strife;
but one who trusts in the LORD will
prosper.

26Onewho trusts in himself is a fool;
but one who walks in wisdom is kept
safe.

27Onewho gives to the poor has no lack;
but one who closes his eyes will have
many curses.

28 When the wicked rise, men hide them-
selves;

but when they perish, the righteous
thrive.

29
1 He who is often rebuked and stiffens his

neck
will be destroyed suddenly, with no
remedy.

2When the righteous thrive, the people re-
joice;

but when the wicked rule, the people
groan.

3 Whoever loves wisdom brings joy to his
father;

but a companion of prostitutes squan-
ders his wealth.

4The king by justice makes the land stable,
but he who takes bribes tears it down.

5Amanwho flatters his neighbour
spreads a net for his feet.

6An evil man is snared by his sin,
but the righteous can sing and be glad.

7 The righteous care about justice for the
poor.

The wicked aren’t concerned about
knowledge.

8Mockers stir up a city,
but wise men turn away anger.

9 If a wise man goes to court with a foolish
man,

the fool rages or scoffs, and there is no
peace.

10The bloodthirsty hate aman of integrity;
and they seek the life of the upright.

11A fool vents all of his anger,
but a wise man brings himself under
control.

12 If a ruler listens to lies,
all of his officials are wicked.

13 The poor man and the oppressor have
this in common:

The LORD gives sight to the eyes of
both.

14The king who fairly judges the poor,
his throne shall be established forever.

15The rod of correction gives wisdom,
but a child left to himself causes shame
to his mother.

16When the wicked increase, sin increases;
but the righteous will see their down-
fall.

17 Correct your son, and he will give you
peace;

yes, he will bring delight to your soul.
18Where there is no revelation, the people

cast off restraint;
but one who keeps the law is blessed.

19A servant can’t be corrected by words.
Though he understands, yet he will not
respond.

20 Do you see a man who is hasty in his
words?

There is more hope for a fool than for
him.

21Hewho pampers his servant from youth
will have him become a son in the end.

22An angryman stirs up strife,
and a wrathful man abounds in sin.

23Aman’s pride brings him low,
but one of lowly spirit gains honour.

24Whoever is an accomplice of a thief is an
enemy of his own soul.
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He takes an oath, but dares not testify.
25The fear of man proves to be a snare,

but whoever puts his trust in the LORD
is kept safe.

26Many seek the ruler’s favour,
but a man’s justice comes from the
LORD.

27A dishonest man detests the righteous,
and the upright in theirways detest the
wicked.

30
1 The words of Agur the son of Jakeh, the

revelation:
the man says to Ithiel,

to Ithiel and Ucal:
2 “Surely I am themost ignorant man,

and don’t have aman’s understanding.
3 I have not learnt wisdom,

neither do I have the knowledge of the
Holy One.

4 Who has ascended up into heaven, and
descended?

Who has gathered thewind in his fists?
Who has bound the waters in his gar-
ment?

Who has established all the ends of the
earth?

What is his name, and what is his son’s
name, if you know?

5 “Every word of God is flawless.
He is a shield to those who take refuge
in him.

6Don’t you add to his words,
lest he reprove you, and you be found a
liar.

7 “Two things I have asked of you.
Don’t denyme before I die.

8Remove far fromme falsehood and lies.
Give me neither poverty nor riches.
Feed me with the food that is needful
for me,

9 lest I be full, deny you, and say, ‘Who is the
LORD?’

or lest I be poor, and steal,
and so dishonour the name of my God.

10 “Don’t slander a servant to his master,
lest he curse you, and you be held
guilty.

11 There is a generation that curses their
father,

and doesn’t bless their mother.
12There is a generation that is pure in their

own eyes,
yet are not washed from their filthi-
ness.

13 There is a generation, oh how lofty are
their eyes!

Their eyelids are lifted up.
14There is a generationwhose teeth are like

swords,
and their jaws like knives,
to devour the poor from the earth, and
the needy from amongst men.

15 “The leech has two daughters:
‘Give, give.’

“There are three things that are never satis-
fied;

four that don’t say, ‘Enough!’:
16 Sheol,†
the barren womb,
the earth that is not satisfied with wa-
ter,

and the fire that doesn’t say, ‘Enough!’
17 “The eye that mocks at his father,

and scorns obedience to his mother,
the ravens of the valley shall pick it out,
the young eagles shall eat it.

18 “There are three things which are too
amazing for me,

four which I don’t understand:
19The way of an eagle in the air,
the way of a serpent on a rock,
the way of a ship in the middle of the
sea,

and the way of a manwith amaiden.

20 “So is the way of an adulterous woman:
She eats and wipes her mouth,
and says, ‘I have done nothing wrong.’

21 “For three things the earth trembles,
and under four, it can’t bear up:
22For a servant when he is king,
a fool when he is filled with food,
23 for an unloved woman when she is
married,

and a servant who is heir to her mis-
tress.

24 “There are four things which are little on
the earth,

but they are exceedingly wise:
25The ants are not a strong people,
yet they provide their food in the sum-
mer.

26The hyraxes are but a feeble folk,
yetmake they their houses in the rocks.
27The locusts have no king,
yet they advance in ranks.
28 You can catch a lizard with your
hands,

yet it is in kings’ palaces.
† 30:16: Sheol is the place of the dead.
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29 “There are three things which are stately
in their march,

four which are stately in going:
30The lion, which is mightiest amongst
animals,

and doesn’t turn away for any;
31 the greyhound;
themale goat;
and the king against whom there is no
rising up.

32 “If you have done foolishly in lifting up
yourself,

or if you have thought evil,
put your hand over yourmouth.

33For as the churning of milk produces
butter,

and the wringing of the nose produces
blood,

so the forcingofwrathproduces strife.”

31
1 The words of King Lemuel—the revela-

tion which his mother taught him:

2 “Oh, my son!
Oh, son of mywomb!
Oh, son of my vows!

3Don’t give your strength to women,
nor your ways to that which destroys
kings.

4 It is not for kings, Lemuel,
it is not for kings to drink wine,
nor for princes to say, ‘Where is strong
drink?’

5 lest they drink, and forget the law,
and pervert the justice due to anyone
who is afflicted.

6 Give strong drink to him who is ready to
perish,

and wine to the bitter in soul.
7Let him drink, and forget his poverty,

and remember his misery nomore.
8Open yourmouth for themute,

in the cause of all who are left desolate.
9Open yourmouth, judge righteously,

and serve justice to the poor and
needy.”

10 †Who can find a worthy woman?
For her value is far above rubies.

11The heart of her husband trusts in her.
He shall have no lack of gain.

12 She does him good, and not harm,
all the days of her life.

13 She seeks wool and flax,
and works eagerly with her hands.

14 She is like themerchant ships.
She brings her bread from afar.

15 She rises also while it is yet night,

gives food to her household,
and portions for her servant girls.

16 She considers a field, and buys it.
With the fruit of her hands, she plants
a vineyard.

17 She arms her waist with strength,
andmakes her arms strong.

18 She perceives that her merchandise is
profitable.

Her lamp doesn’t go out by night.
19 She lays her hands to the distaff,

and her hands hold the spindle.
20 She opens her arms to the poor;

yes, she extends her hands to the
needy.

21 She is not afraid of the snow for her
household,

for all her household are clothed with
scarlet.

22 Shemakes for herself carpets of tapestry.
Her clothing is fine linen and purple.

23Her husband is respected in the gates,
when he sits amongst the elders of the
land.

24Shemakes linen garments and sells them,
and delivers sashes to themerchant.

25 Strength and dignity are her clothing.
She laughs at the time to come.

26 She opens her mouth with wisdom.
Kind instruction is on her tongue.

27 She looks well to the ways of her house-
hold,

and doesn’t eat the bread of idleness.
28Her children rise up and call her blessed.

Her husband also praises her:
29 “Manywomen do noble things,

but you excel them all.”
30Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain;

but a woman who fears the LORD, she
shall be praised.

31Give her of the fruit of her hands!
Let her works praise her in the gates!

† 31:10: Proverbs 31:10-31 form an acrostic, with each verse starting with each letter of the Hebrew alphabet, in order.
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Ecclesiastes
or, The Preacher

1 The words of the Preacher, the son of
David, king in Jerusalem:

2 “Vanity of vanities,” says the Preacher;
“Vanity of vanities, all is vanity.”

3What does man gain from all his labour
in which he labours under the sun?

4 One generation goes, and another gen-
eration comes; but the earth remains for-
ever.

5 The sun also rises, and the sun goes
down, andhurries to its placewhere it rises.

6 The wind goes towards the south, and
turns around to the north. It turns around
continually as it goes, and the wind returns
again to its courses.

7 All the rivers run into the sea, yet the
sea is not full. To the place where the rivers
flow, there they flow again.

8 All things are full of weariness beyond
uttering. The eye is not satisfied with see-
ing, nor the ear filled with hearing.

9 That which has been is that which shall
be, and that which has been done is that
which shall be done; and there is no new
thing under the sun.

10 Is there a thing of which it may be said,
“Behold,† this is new”? It has been long ago,
in the ages which were before us.

11There is nomemory of the former; nei-
ther shall there be anymemory of the latter
that are to come, amongst those that shall
come after.

12 I, the Preacher, was king over Israel in
Jerusalem.

13 I appliedmyheart to seek and to search
out by wisdom concerning all that is done
under the sky. It is a heavy burden that
God‡ has given to the sons of men to be
afflicted with.

14 I have seen all the works that are done
under the sun; and behold, all is vanity and
a chasing after wind.

15 That which is crooked can’t be made
straight; and that which is lacking can’t be
counted.

16 I said to myself, “Behold, I have ob-
tained for myself great wisdom above all
who were before me in Jerusalem. Yes, my
heart has had great experience of wisdom
and knowledge.”

17 I applied my heart to know wisdom,
and to knowmadness and folly. I perceived
that this also was a chasing after wind.

18 For in much wisdom is much grief;
and he who increases knowledge increases
sorrow.

2
1 I said inmy heart, “Come now, I will test

you with mirth; therefore enjoy pleasure;”
and behold, this also was vanity.

2 I said of laughter, “It is foolishness;” and
of mirth, “What does it accomplish?”

3 I searched in my heart how to cheer
my flesh with wine, my heart yet guiding
me with wisdom, and how to lay hold of
folly, until I might see what it was good for
the sons of men that they should do under
heaven all the days of their lives.

4 Imademyself greatworks. I builtmyself
houses. I plantedmyself vineyards.

5 I made myself gardens and parks, and I
planted trees in them of all kinds of fruit.

6 I made myself pools of water, to water
the forest where trees were grown.

7 I bought male servants and female ser-
vants, and had servants born in my house.
I also had great possessions of herds and
flocks, above all who were before me in
Jerusalem.

8 I also gathered silver and gold for my-
self, and the treasure of kings and of the
provinces. I got myself male and female
singers, and the delights of the sons ofmen:
musical instruments of all sorts.

9So I was great, and increasedmore than
all who were before me in Jerusalem. My
wisdom also remained withme.

10 Whatever my eyes desired, I didn’t
keep from them. I didn’t withholdmy heart
from any joy, formy heart rejoiced because
of all my labour, and this was my portion
from all my labour.

11 Then I looked at all the works that my
hands had worked, and at the labour that
I had laboured to do; and behold, all was
vanity and a chasing after wind, and there
was no profit under the sun.

12 I turned myself to consider wisdom,
madness, and folly; for what can the king’s
successor do? Just that which has been
done long ago.

13 Then I saw that wisdom excels folly, as
far as light excels darkness.

14 The wise man’s eyes are in his head,
and the fool walks in darkness—and yet I
perceived that one event happens to them
all.

15 Then I said in my heart, “As it happens
to the fool, sowill it happen even tome; and
why was I then more wise?” Then I said in
my heart that this also is vanity.

† 1:10: “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
‡ 1:13: The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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16 For of the wise man, even as of the
fool, there is no memory forever, since in
the days to come all will have been long
forgotten. Indeed, the wise man must die
just like the fool!

17 So I hated life, because the work that is
worked under the sun was grievous to me;
for all is vanity and a chasing after wind.

18 I hated all my labour in which I
laboured under the sun, because I must
leave it to themanwho comes after me.

19Who knows whether he will be a wise
man or a fool? Yet he will have rule over all
of my labour in which I have laboured, and
in which I have shown myself wise under
the sun. This also is vanity.

20Therefore I began to cause my heart to
despair concerning all the labour in which
I had laboured under the sun.

21For there is amanwhose labour iswith
wisdom, with knowledge, and with skilful-
ness; yet he shall leave it for his portion to a
man who has not laboured for it. This also
is vanity and a great evil.

22 For what does a man have of all his
labour and of the striving of his heart, in
which he labours under the sun?

23 For all his days are sorrows, and his
travail is grief; yes, even in the night his
heart takes no rest. This also is vanity.

24 There is nothing better for a man than
that he should eat and drink, and make his
soul enjoy good in his labour. This also I
saw, that it is from the hand of God.

25 For who can eat, or who can have en-
joyment, more than I?

26 For to the man who pleases him, God
gives wisdom, knowledge, and joy; but to
the sinner he gives travail, to gather and
to heap up, that he may give to him who
pleases God. This also is vanity and a chas-
ing after wind.

3
1 For everything there is a season, and a

time for every purpose under heaven:
2a time to be born,

and a time to die;
a time to plant,

and a time to pluck up that which is
planted;

3a time to kill,
and a time to heal;

a time to break down,
and a time to build up;

4a time to weep,
and a time to laugh;

a time tomourn,
and a time to dance;

5a time to cast away stones,
and a time to gather stones together;

a time to embrace,

and a time to refrain from embracing;
6a time to seek,

and a time to lose;
a time to keep,

and a time to cast away;
7a time to tear,

and a time to sew;
a time to keep silence,

and a time to speak;
8a time to love,

and a time to hate;
a time for war,

and a time for peace.
9What profit has he who works in that in

which he labours?
10 I have seen the burden which God has

given to the sons ofmen to be afflictedwith.
11Hehasmade everything beautiful in its

time. Hehasalso set eternity in theirhearts,
yet so that man can’t find out the work that
God has done from the beginning even to
the end.

12 I know that there is nothing better for
them than to rejoice, and to do good as long
as they live.

13 Also that every man should eat and
drink, and enjoy good in all his labour, is the
gift of God.

14 I know that whatever God does, it shall
be forever. Nothing can be added to it, nor
anything taken from it; andGodhas done it,
that men should fear before him.

15 That which is has been long ago, and
that which is to be has been long ago. God
seeks again that which is passed away.

16 Moreover I saw under the sun, in
the place of justice, that wickedness was
there; and in the place of righteousness,
that wickedness was there.

17 I said in my heart, “God will judge the
righteous and the wicked; for there is a
time there for every purpose and for every
work.”

18 I said in my heart, “As for the sons of
men, God tests them, so that they may see
that they themselves are like animals.

19 For that which happens to the sons of
men happens to animals. Even one thing
happens to them. As the one dies, so the
other dies. Yes, they have all one breath;
and man has no advantage over the ani-
mals, for all is vanity.

20 All go to one place. All are from the
dust, and all turn to dust again.

21Who knows the spirit of man, whether
it goes upward, and the spirit of the animal,
whether it goes downward to the earth?”

22 Therefore I saw that there is nothing
better than that a man should rejoice in his
works, for that is his portion; for who can
bring him to see what will be after him?
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4
1Then I returned and saw all the oppres-

sions that are done under the sun: and
behold, the tears of those who were op-
pressed, and they had no comforter; and
on the side of their oppressors there was
power; but they had no comforter.

2 Therefore I praised the dead who have
been long dead more than the living who
are yet alive.

3 Yes, better than them both is him who
has not yet been, who has not seen the evil
work that is done under the sun.

4 Then I saw all the labour and achieve-
ment that is the envy of a man’s neighbour.
This also is vanity and a striving afterwind.

5 The fool folds his hands together and
ruins himself.

6Better is a handful, with quietness, than
two handfuls with labour and chasing after
wind.

7 Then I returned and saw vanity under
the sun.

8 There is one who is alone, and he has
neither son nor brother. There is no end
to all of his labour, neither are his eyes
satisfied with wealth. “For whom then do I
labour and deprivemy soul of enjoyment?”
This also is vanity. Yes, it is a miserable
business.

9 Two are better than one, because they
have a good reward for their labour.

10 For if they fall, the one will lift up his
fellow; but woe to him who is alone when
he falls, anddoesn’t have another to lift him
up.

11 Again, if two lie together, then they
have warmth; but how can one keep warm
alone?

12 If a man prevails against one who is
alone, two shallwithstandhim; anda three-
fold cord is not quickly broken.

13Better is a poor andwise youth than an
old and foolish kingwho doesn’t know how
to receive admonition anymore.

14Forout of prisonhe cameout tobeking;
yes, even in his kingdom hewas born poor.

15 I saw all the living who walk under
the sun, that they were with the youth, the
other, who succeeded him.

16Therewasnoendof all thepeople, even
of all them over whom he was—yet those
who come after shall not rejoice in him.
Surely this also is vanity and a chasing after
wind.

5
1Guard your steps when you go to God’s

house; for to draw near to listen is better
than to give the sacrifice of fools, for they
don’t know that they do evil.

2 Don’t be rash with your mouth, and
don’t let your heart be hasty to utter any-
thing before God; for God is in heaven, and
you on earth. Therefore let your words be
few.

3 For as a dream comes with a multitude
of cares, so a fool’s speech with a multitude
of words.

4When you vowa vow toGod, don’t defer
to pay it; for he has no pleasure in fools. Pay
that which you vow.

5 It is better that you should not vow, than
that you should vow and not pay.

6Don’t allow your mouth to lead you into
sin. Don’t protest before themessenger that
this was a mistake. Why should God be
angry at your voice, and destroy the work
of your hands?

7For in themultitude of dreams there are
vanities, as well as in many words; but you
must fear God.

8 If you see theoppressionof thepoor, and
the violent taking away of justice and righ-
teousness in a district, don’t marvel at the
matter, for one official is eyed by a higher
one, and there are officials over them.

9Moreover theprofitof theearth is forall.
The king profits from the field.

10 He who loves silver shall not be sat-
isfied with silver, nor he who loves abun-
dance, with increase. This also is vanity.

11 When goods increase, those who eat
them are increased; and what advantage is
there to its owner, except to feast on them
with his eyes?

12 The sleep of a labouring man is sweet,
whether he eats little or much; but the
abundance of the rich will not allow him to
sleep.

13 There is a grievous evil which I have
seen under the sun: wealth kept by its
owner to his harm.

14Those riches perish bymisfortune, and
if he has fathered a son, there is nothing in
his hand.

15 As he came out of his mother’s womb,
naked shall he go again as he came, and
shall take nothing for his labour, which he
may carry away in his hand.

16 This also is a grievous evil, that in all
points as he came, so shall he go. And what
profit does he have who labours for the
wind?

17All his days he also eats in darkness, he
is frustrated, and has sickness and wrath.

18 Behold, that which I have seen to be
good and proper is for one to eat and to
drink, and to enjoy good in all his labour, in
whichhe laboursunder the sun, all thedays
of his life which God has given him; for this
is his portion.
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19 Every man also to whom God has
given riches andwealth, and has given him
power to eat of it, and to take his portion,
and to rejoice in his labour—this is the gift
of God.

20Forhe shall not often reflect on thedays
of his life, because God occupies him with
the joy of his heart.

6
1There is an evil which I have seen under

the sun, and it is heavy onmen:
2aman towhomGodgives riches,wealth,

and honour, so that he lacks nothing for his
soul of all that he desires, yet God gives him
nopower toeatof it, butanalieneats it. This
is vanity, and it is an evil disease.

3 If aman fathers ahundred children, and
lives many years, so that the days of his
years are many, but his soul is not filled
with good, and moreover he has no burial,
I say that a stillborn child is better than he;

4 for it comes in vanity, and departs in
darkness, and its name is covered with
darkness.

5 Moreover it has not seen the sun nor
known it. This has rest rather than the
other.

6 Yes, though he live a thousand years
twice told, and yet fails to enjoy good, don’t
all go to one place?

7 All the labour of man is for his mouth,
and yet the appetite is not filled.

8 For what advantage has the wise more
than the fool? What has the poor man, that
knows how to walk before the living?

9 Better is the sight of the eyes than the
wandering of the desire. This also is vanity
and a chasing after wind.

10Whatever has been, its namewas given
long ago; and it is known what man is;
neither can he contend with him who is
mightier than he.

11 For there are many words that create
vanity. What does that profit man?

12 For who knows what is good for man
in life, all the days of his vain life which he
spends like a shadow? For who can tell a
manwhat will be after him under the sun?

7
1Agoodname isbetter thanfineperfume;

and the day of death better than the day of
one’s birth.

2 It is better togo to thehouseofmourning
than to go to the house of feasting; for that
is the end of all men, and the living should
take this to heart.

3 Sorrow is better than laughter; for by
the sadness of the face the heart is made
good.

4 The heart of the wise is in the house of
mourning; but the heart of fools is in the
house of mirth.

5 It is better to hear the rebuke of thewise
than for aman to hear the song of fools.

6 For as the crackling of thorns under a
pot, so is the laughter of the fool. This also
is vanity.

7 Surely extortion makes the wise man
foolish; and a bribe destroys the under-
standing.

8Better is the endof a thing than its begin-
ning.
The patient in spirit is better than the

proud in spirit.
9Don’t be hasty in your spirit to be angry,

for anger rests in the bosom of fools.
10 Don’t say, “Why were the former days

better than these?” For you do not ask
wisely about this.

11 Wisdom is as good as an inheritance.
Yes, it is more excellent for those who see
the sun.

12Forwisdomisadefence, evenasmoney
is a defence; but the excellency of knowl-
edge is that wisdom preserves the life of
himwho has it.

13 Consider the work of God, for who
can make that straight which he has made
crooked?

14 In thedayofprosperitybe joyful, and in
the day of adversity consider; yes, God has
made the one side by side with the other,
to the end that man should not find out
anything after him.

15All this I have seen inmydays of vanity:
there is a righteousmanwhoperishes inhis
righteousness, and there is a wicked man
who lives long in his evildoing.

16Don’t beoverly righteous, neithermake
yourself overly wise. Why should you de-
stroy yourself?

17Don’t be too wicked, neither be foolish.
Why should you die before your time?

18 It is good that you should take hold of
this. Yes, also don’t withdraw your hand
from that; for he who fears God will come
out of them all.

19Wisdom is a strength to the wise man
more than ten rulers who are in a city.

20 Surely there is not a righteous man on
earth who does good and doesn’t sin.

21 Also don’t take heed to all words that
are spoken, lest youhearyour servant curse
you;

22 for often your own heart knows that
you yourself have likewise cursed others.

23All this I have proved inwisdom. I said,
“I will be wise;” but it was far fromme.

24Thatwhich is, is far off and exceedingly
deep. Who can find it out?
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25 I turned around, and my heart sought
to know and to search out, and to seek
wisdom and the scheme of things, and to
know that wickedness is stupidity, and that
foolishness is madness.

26 I find more bitter than death the
woman whose heart is snares and traps,
whose hands are chains. Whoever pleases
God shall escape from her; but the sinner
will be ensnared by her.

27 “Behold, I have found this,” says the
Preacher, “to one another, to find an expla-
nation

28whichmy soul still seeks, but I have not
found. I have found one man amongst a
thousand, but I have not found a woman
amongst all those.

29Behold, I have only found this: thatGod
mademankind upright; but they search for
many inventions.”

8
1 Who is like the wise man? And who

knows the interpretation of a thing? A
man’swisdommakeshis face shine, and the
hardness of his face is changed.

2 I say, “Keep the king’s command!” be-
cause of the oath to God.

3Don’t be hasty to go out of his presence.
Don’t persist in an evil thing, for he does
whatever pleases him,

4 for the king’sword is supreme. Who can
say to him, “What are you doing?”

5Whoeverkeeps the commandment shall
not come to harm, and his wise heart will
know the time and procedure.

6 For there is a time and procedure for
every purpose, although themisery of man
is heavy on him.

7 For he doesn’t know that which will be;
for who can tell him how it will be?

8There is nomanwhohas power over the
spirit to contain the spirit; neither does he
have power over the day of death. There is
no discharge in war; neither shall wicked-
ness deliver those who practise it.

9All this Ihaveseen, andappliedmymind
to every work that is done under the sun.
There is a time inwhichonemanhaspower
over another to his hurt.

10So I saw thewickedburied. Indeed they
came also from holiness. They went and
were forgotten in the city where they did
this. This also is vanity.

11 Because sentence against an evil work
is not executed speedily, therefore theheart
of the sons of men is fully set in them to do
evil.

12Thougha sinner commits crimes ahun-
dred times, and lives long, yet surely I know
that it will be better with those who fear
God, who are reverent before him.

13 But it shall not be well with the
wicked, neither shall he lengthen days like
a shadow, because he doesn’t fear God.

14 There is a vanity which is done on
the earth, that there are righteous men to
whom it happens according to the work of
the wicked. Again, there are wickedmen to
whom it happens according to the work of
the righteous. I said that this also is vanity.

15 Then I commended mirth, because a
man has no better thing under the sun than
to eat, to drink, and to be joyful: for thatwill
accompany him in his labour all the days of
his life which God has given him under the
sun.

16When I applied my heart to know wis-
dom, and to see the business that is done on
theearth (even thougheyes seenosleepday
or night),

17 then I saw all the work of God, that
man can’t find out the work that is done
under the sun, because however much a
man labours to seek it out, yet hewon’t find
it. Yeseven thoughawisemanthinkshecan
comprehend it, he won’t be able to find it.

9
1 For all this I laid to my heart, even to

explore all this: that the righteous, and
the wise, and their works, are in the hand
of God; whether it is love or hatred, man
doesn’t know it; all is before them.

2All things come alike to all. There is one
event to the righteous and to the wicked;
to the good, to the clean, to the unclean, to
himwho sacrifices, and to himwho doesn’t
sacrifice. As is the good, so is the sinner; he
who takes an oath, as he who fears an oath.

3 This is an evil in all that is done under
the sun, that there is one event to all. Yes
also, the heart of the sons of men is full of
evil, and madness is in their heart while
they live, and after that they go to the dead.

4 For to him who is joined with all the
living there is hope; for a living dog is better
than a dead lion.

5 For the living know that they will die,
but the dead don’t know anything, neither
do they have any more a reward; for their
memory is forgotten.

6 Also their love, their hatred, and their
envy has perished long ago; neither do they
any longer have a portion forever in any-
thing that is done under the sun.

7 Go your way—eat your bread with joy,
anddrinkyourwinewithamerryheart; for
God has already accepted your works.

8Let your garments be always white, and
don’t let your head lack oil.

9 Live joyfully with the wife whom you
love all the days of your life of vanity, which
he has given you under the sun, all your
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days of vanity, for that is your portion in
life, and in your labour inwhich you labour
under the sun.

10 Whatever your hand finds to do, do
it with your might; for there is no work,
nor plan, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in
Sheol,†where you are going.

11 I returned and saw under the sun that
the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to
thestrong, neitheryetbread to thewise, nor
yet riches to men of understanding, nor yet
favour to men of skill; but time and chance
happen to them all.

12Forman also doesn’t know his time. As
the fish that are taken in an evil net, and
as the birds that are caught in the snare,
evensoare the sonsofmensnared inanevil
time, when it falls suddenly on them.

13 I have also seen wisdom under the sun
in this way, and it seemed great to me.

14 There was a little city, and few men
within it; and a great king came against
it, besieged it, and built great bulwarks
against it.

15Now a poor wise man was found in it,
and he by hiswisdomdelivered the city; yet
noman remembered that same poorman.

16 Then I said, “Wisdom is better than
strength.” Nevertheless the poor man’s
wisdom is despised, and his words are not
heard.

17 The words of the wise heard in quiet
are better than the cry of him who rules
amongst fools.

18Wisdom is better thanweapons ofwar;
but one sinner destroys much good.

10
1Dead flies cause the oil of the perfumer to

produce an evil odour;
so does a little folly outweigh wisdom
and honour.

2Awise man’s heart is at his right hand,
but a fool’s heart at his left.
3 Yes also when the fool walks by the

way, his understanding fails him, and he
says to everyone that he is a fool.

4 If the spirit of the ruler risesupagainst
you, don’t leave your place; for gentleness
lays great offences to rest.

5There is an evil which I have seen under
the sun, the sort of error which proceeds
from the ruler.

6 Folly is set in great dignity, and the rich
sit in a low place.

7 I have seen servants on horses, and
princes walking like servants on the earth.

8 He who digs a pit may fall into it; and
whoever breaks through a wall may be bit-
ten by a snake.

9 Whoever carves out stones may be in-
juredby them. Whoever splitswoodmaybe
endangered by it.

10 If the axe is blunt, and one doesn’t
sharpen the edge, then he must use more
strength; but skill brings success.

11 If the snake bites before it is charmed,
then is there no profit for the charmer’s
tongue.

12 The words of a wise man’s mouth are
gracious; but a fool is swallowed by his own
lips.

13 The beginning of the words of his
mouth is foolishness; and the end of his talk
is mischievous madness.

14A fool also multiplies words.
Man doesn’t know what will be; and that

which will be after him, who can tell him?
15The labourof foolswearies everyoneof

them; for he doesn’t know how to go to the
city.
16 Woe to you, land, when your king is a

child,
and your princes eat in themorning!

17 Happy are you, land, when your king is
the son of nobles,

and your princes eat in due season,
for strength, and not for drunkenness!

18By slothfulness the roof sinks in;
and through idleness of the hands the
house leaks.

19A feast is made for laughter,
and winemakes the life glad;
andmoney is the answer for all things.

20 Don’t curse the king, no, not in your
thoughts;

and don’t curse the rich in your bed-
room,

for a bird of the sky may carry your
voice,

and that which has wings may tell the
matter.

11
1Cast your bread on the waters;
for you shall find it after many days.

2Give a portion to seven, yes, even to eight;
for you don’t knowwhat evil will be on
the earth.

3 If the clouds are full of rain, they empty
themselves on the earth;

and if a tree falls towards the south, or
towards the north,

in the place where the tree falls, there
shall it be.

4Hewho observes the wind won’t sow;
and he who regards the clouds won’t
reap.

5As you don’t know what is the way of the
wind,

† 9:10: Sheol is the place of the dead.
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norhow thebones grow in thewombof
her who is with child;

even soyoudon’t knowtheworkofGod
who does all.

6 In themorning sow your seed,
and in the evening don’t withhold your
hand;

for you don’t know which will prosper,
whether this or that,

or whether they both will be equally
good.

7Truly the light is sweet,
and it is a pleasant thing for the eyes to
see the sun.

8 Yes, if a man lives many years, let him
rejoice in them all;

but let him remember the days of dark-
ness, for they shall be many.

All that comes is vanity.
9Rejoice, youngman, in your youth,

and let yourheart cheer you in the days
of your youth,

and walk in the ways of your heart,
and in the sight of your eyes;
but know that for all these things God
will bring you into judgement.

10 Therefore remove sorrow from your
heart,

and put away evil from your flesh;
for youth and the dawn of life are van-
ity.

12
1Remember also your Creator in the days

of your youth,
before theevildayscome, and theyears
draw near,

when you will say, “I have no pleasure
in them;”

2Before the sun, the light, themoon, and the
stars are darkened,

and the clouds return after the rain;
3 in the day when the keepers of the house

shall tremble,
and the strong men shall bow them-
selves,

and the grinders cease because they
are few,

and those who look out of thewindows
are darkened,

4and the doors shall be shut in the street;
when the sound of the grinding is low,
and one shall rise up at the voice of a
bird,

and all the daughters of music shall be
brought low;

5yes, they shall be afraid of heights,
and terrors will be on the way;
and the almond tree shall blossom,
and the grasshopper shall be a burden,
and desire shall fail;

because man goes to his everlasting
home,

and themourners go about the streets;
6before the silver cord is severed,

or the golden bowl is broken,
or the pitcher is broken at the spring,
or the wheel broken at the cistern,

7and the dust returns to the earth as it was,
and the spirit returns to God who gave
it.

8 “Vanity of vanities,” says the Preacher.
“All is vanity!”

9Further, because the Preacherwaswise,
he still taught the people knowledge. Yes,
he pondered, sought out, and set in order
many proverbs.

10The Preacher sought to find out accept-
able words, and that which was written
blamelessly, words of truth.

11 The words of the wise are like goads;
and like nails well fastened are words from
the masters of assemblies, which are given
from one shepherd.

12 Furthermore, my son, be admonished:
of making many books there is no end; and
much study is a weariness of the flesh.

13 This is the end of the matter. All has
been heard. Fear God and keep his com-
mandments; for this is the whole duty of
man.

14 For God will bring every work into
judgement, with every hidden thing,
whether it is good, or whether it is evil.
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The Song of Solomon
1The Song of songs, which is Solomon’s.

Beloved
2 Let him kiss me with the kisses of his

mouth;
for your love is better than wine.

3Your oils have a pleasing fragrance.
Your name is oil poured out,
therefore the virgins love you.

4Takeme awaywith you.
Let’s hurry.
The king has brought me into his
rooms.

Friends
Wewill be glad and rejoice in you.

We will praise your love more than
wine!

Beloved
They are right to love you.
5 I am dark, but lovely,

you daughters of Jerusalem,
like Kedar’s tents,
like Solomon’s curtains.

6Don’t stare at me because I am dark,
because the sun has scorchedme.

Mymother’s sons were angry withme.
Theymademe keeper of the vineyards.
I haven’t kept my own vineyard.

7Tell me, you whommy soul loves,
where you graze your flock,
where you rest them at noon;
forwhy should I be as onewho is veiled
beside the flocks of your companions?

Lover
8 If you don’t know,most beautiful amongst

women,
follow the tracks of the sheep.
Graze your young goats beside the
shepherds’ tents.

9 I have compared you, my love,
to a steed in Pharaoh’s chariots.

10Your cheeks are beautiful with earrings,
your neck with strings of jewels.

Friends
11Wewill make you earrings of gold,

with studs of silver.
Beloved
12While the king sat at his table,

my perfume spread its fragrance.
13My beloved is to me a sachet of myrrh,

that lies betweenmy breasts.
14 My beloved is to me a cluster of henna

blossoms
from the vineyards of En Gedi.

Lover
15Behold,† you are beautiful, my love.

Behold, you are beautiful.
Your eyes are like doves.

Beloved
16 Behold, you are beautiful, my beloved,

yes, pleasant;
and our couch is verdant.

Lover
17The beams of our house are cedars.

Our rafters are firs.

2
Beloved
1 I am a rose of Sharon,

a lily of the valleys.
Lover
2As a lily amongst thorns,

so is my love amongst the daughters.
Beloved
3As the apple tree amongst the trees of the

wood,
so is my beloved amongst the sons.

I sat down under his shadow with great
delight,

his fruit was sweet to my taste.
4He brought me to the banquet hall.

His banner over me is love.
5 Strengthenmewith raisins,

refreshmewith apples;
for I am faint with love.

6His left hand is under my head.
His right hand embraces me.

7 I adjure you, daughters of Jerusalem,
by the roes, or by the hinds of the field,
that you not stir up, nor awaken love,
until it so desires.

8The voice of my beloved!
Behold, he comes,
leaping on themountains,
skipping on the hills.

9My beloved is like a roe or a young deer.
Behold, he stands behind our wall!

He looks in at the windows.
He glances through the lattice.

10My beloved spoke, and said to me,
“Rise up, my love, my beautiful one,
and come away.

11For behold, the winter is past.
The rain is over and gone.

12The flowers appear on the earth.
The time of the singing has come,
and the voice of the turtledove is heard
in our land.

13The fig tree ripens her green figs.
The vines are in blossom.
They give out their fragrance.

Arise, my love, my beautiful one,
and come away.”

Lover

† 1:15: “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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14My dove in the clefts of the rock,
in the hiding places of the mountain-
side,

let me see your face.
Let me hear your voice;
for your voice is sweet and your face is
lovely.

15Catch for us the foxes,
the little foxes that plunder the vine-
yards;

for our vineyards are in blossom.
Beloved
16My beloved is mine, and I am his.

He browses amongst the lilies.
17Until the day is cool, and the shadows flee

away,
turn, my beloved,
and be like a roe or a young deer on the
mountains of Bether.

3
1By night onmy bed,
I sought himwhommy soul loves.
I sought him, but I didn’t find him.

2 I will get up now, and go about the city;
in the streets and in the squares I will
seek himwhommy soul loves.

I sought him, but I didn’t find him.
3 The watchmen who go about the city

foundme;
“Have you seen him whom my soul
loves?”

4 I had scarcely passed from them,
when I found himwhommy soul loves.

I held him, and would not let him go,
until I had brought him into my
mother’s house,

into the roomofherwhoconceivedme.
5 I adjure you, daughters of Jerusalem,

by the roes, or by the hinds of the field,
that you not stir up nor awaken love,
until it so desires.

6Who is thiswho comesup from thewilder-
ness like pillars of smoke,

perfumed with myrrh and frankin-
cense,

with all spices of themerchant?
7Behold, it is Solomon’s carriage!

Sixty mighty men are around it,
of the mighty men of Israel.

8They all handle the sword, and are expert
in war.

Everyman has his sword on his thigh,
because of fear in the night.

9King Solomonmade himself a carriage
of the wood of Lebanon.

10Hemade its pillars of silver,
its bottom of gold, its seat of purple,
the middle of it being paved with love,
from the daughters of Jerusalem.

11 Go out, you daughters of Zion, and see
King Solomon,

with the crown with which his mother
has crowned him,

in the day of his weddings,
in the day of the gladness of his heart.

4
Lover

1Behold, you are beautiful, my love.
Behold, you are beautiful.

Your eyes are like doves behind your veil.
Your hair is as a flock of goats,
that descend fromMount Gilead.

2Your teeth are like a newly shorn flock,
which have comeup from thewashing,
where every one of them has twins.
None is bereaved amongst them.

3Your lips are like scarlet thread.
Yourmouth is lovely.
Your temples are like a piece of a
pomegranate behind your veil.

4Your neck is like David’s tower built for an
armoury,

on which a thousand shields hang,
all the shields of themighty men.

5Your two breasts are like two fawns
that are twins of a roe,
which feed amongst the lilies.

6Until the day is cool, and the shadows flee
away,

I will go to themountain of myrrh,
to the hill of frankincense.

7You are all beautiful, my love.
There is no spot in you.

8Comewithme from Lebanon, my bride,
withme from Lebanon.
Look from the top of Amana,
from the top of Senir and Hermon,
from the lions’ dens,
from themountains of the leopards.

9You have ravishedmy heart, my sister, my
bride.

Youhave ravishedmyheartwith oneof
your eyes,

with one chain of your neck.
10How beautiful is your love, my sister, my

bride!
How much better is your love than
wine,

the fragrance of your perfumes than all
kinds of spices!

11 Your lips, my bride, drip like the honey-
comb.

Honeyandmilk areunderyour tongue.
The smell of your garments is like the
smell of Lebanon.

12My sister,my bride, is a locked up garden;
a locked up spring,
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a sealed fountain.
13 Your shoots are an orchard of

pomegranates, with precious fruits,
henna with spikenard plants,
14 spikenard and saffron,
calamus and cinnamon, with every
kind of incense tree;

myrrh and aloes, with all the best
spices,

15a fountain of gardens,
a well of living waters,
flowing streams from Lebanon.

Beloved
16Awake, northwind, and come, you south!

Blow onmy garden, that its spices may
flow out.

Let my beloved come into his garden,
and taste his precious fruits.

5
Lover
1 I have come into my garden, my sister, my

bride.
I have gathered my myrrh with my
spice;

I have eaten my honeycomb with my
honey;

I have drunkmywine withmymilk.
Friends
Eat, friends!

Drink, yes, drink abundantly, beloved.
Beloved
2 I was asleep, but my heart was awake.

It is the voice of my beloved who
knocks:

“Open to me, my sister, my love, my
dove, my undefiled;

for my head is filled with dew,
and my hair with the dampness of the
night.”

3 I have taken off my robe. Indeed, must I
put it on?

I have washed my feet. Indeed, must I
soil them?

4Mybeloved thrust his hand in through the
latch opening.

My heart pounded for him.
5 I rose up to open for my beloved.

My hands dripped withmyrrh,
my fingers with liquidmyrrh,
on the handles of the lock.

6 I opened tomy beloved;
but my beloved left, and had gone
away.

My heart went out when he spoke.
I looked for him, but I didn’t find him.
I called him, but he didn’t answer.

7 The watchmen who go about the city
foundme.

They beat me.
They bruisedme.

The keepers of the walls took my cloak
away fromme.

8 I adjure you, daughters of Jerusalem,
If you findmy beloved,
that you tell him that I am faint with
love.

Friends
9How is your beloved better than another

beloved,
you fairest amongst women?

How is your beloved better than another
beloved,

that you do so adjure us?
Beloved
10My beloved is white and ruddy.

The best amongst ten thousand.
11His head is like the purest gold.

His hair is bushy, black as a raven.
12His eyes are like doves beside the water

brooks,
washedwithmilk,mounted like jewels.

13 His cheeks are like a bed of spices with
towers of perfumes.

His lips are like lilies, dropping liquid
myrrh.

14 His hands are like rings of gold set with
beryl.

His body is like ivory work overlaid
with sapphires.

15 His legs are like pillars of marble set on
sockets of fine gold.

His appearance is like Lebanon, excel-
lent as the cedars.

16His mouth is sweetness;
yes, he is altogether lovely.

This is my beloved, and this is my friend,
daughters of Jerusalem.

6
Friends
1Where has your beloved gone, you fairest

amongst women?
Where has your beloved turned, that
wemay seek himwith you?

Beloved
2My beloved has gone down to his garden,

to the beds of spices,
to pasture his flock in the gardens, and
to gather lilies.

3 I am my beloved’s, and my beloved is
mine.

He browses amongst the lilies.

Lover
4You are beautiful, my love, as Tirzah,

lovely as Jerusalem,
awesome as an armywith banners.

5Turn away your eyes fromme,
for they have overcomeme.

Your hair is like a flock of goats,
that lie along the side of Gilead.
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6Your teeth are like a flock of ewes,
which have comeup from thewashing,
of which every one has twins;
not one is bereaved amongst them.

7 Your temples are like a piece of a
pomegranate behind your veil.

8There are sixty queens, eighty concubines,
and virgins without number.

9My dove, my perfect one, is unique.
She is her mother’s only daughter.
She is the favourite oneofherwhobore
her.

The daughters saw her, and called her
blessed.

The queens and the concubines saw
her, and they praised her.

10Who is shewho looks out as themorning,
beautiful as themoon,
clear as the sun,
and awesome as an army with ban-
ners?

11 I went down into the nut tree grove,
to see the green plants of the valley,
to see whether the vine budded,
and the pomegranates were in flower.

12Without realising it,
mydesire setmewithmyroyalpeople’s
chariots.

Friends
13Return, return, Shulammite!

Return, return, that we may gaze at
you.

Lover
Why do you desire to gaze at the Shulam-

mite,
as at the dance of Mahanaim?

7
1How beautiful are your feet in sandals,

prince’s daughter!
Your rounded thighs are like jewels,
thework of the hands of a skilful work-
man.

2Your body is like a round goblet,
nomixed wine is wanting.

Your waist is like a heap of wheat,
set about with lilies.

3Your two breasts are like two fawns,
that are twins of a roe.

4Your neck is like an ivory tower.
Your eyes are like the pools in Heshbon
by the gate of Bathrabbim.

Your nose is like the tower of Lebanon
which looks towards Damascus.

5Your head on you is like Carmel.
The hair of your head like purple.
The king is held captive in its tresses.

6How beautiful and how pleasant you are,

love, for delights!
7This, your stature, is like a palm tree,

your breasts like its fruit.
8 I said, “I will climb up into the palm tree.

I will take hold of its fruit.”
Let your breasts be like clusters of the vine,

the smell of your breath like apples.
9Yourmouth is like the best wine,

that goes down smoothly for my
beloved,

gliding through the lips of those who
are asleep.

Beloved
10 I ammy beloved’s.

His desire is towards me.
11 Come, my beloved! Let’s go out into the

field.
Let’s lodge in the villages.

12Let’s go early up to the vineyards.
Let’s see whether the vine has budded,
its blossom is open,
and the pomegranates are in flower.
There I will give youmy love.

13Themandrakes produce fragrance.
At our doors are all kinds of precious
fruits, new and old,

which I have stored up for you, my
beloved.

8
1Oh that you were like my brother,
who nursed from the breasts of my
mother!

If I found you outside, I would kiss you;
yes, and no one would despise me.

2 I would lead you, bringing you into the
house of mymother,

who would instruct me.
I would have you drink spiced wine,

of the juice of my pomegranate.
3His left hand would be under my head.

His right handwould embraceme.

4 I adjure you, daughters of Jerusalem,
that you not stir up, nor awaken love,
until it so desires.

Friends
5Who is thiswho comesup from thewilder-

ness,
leaning on her beloved?

Beloved
Under the apple tree I awakened you.

There yourmother conceived you.
There she was in labour and bore you.

6 Set me as a seal on your heart,
as a seal on your arm;
for love is strong as death.
Jealousy is as cruel as Sheol.†
Its flashes are flashes of fire,

† 8:6: Sheol is the place of the dead. ‡ 8:6: Hebrew: יה Yah
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a very flame of the LORD.‡
7Manywaters can’t quench love,

neither can floods drown it.
If a man would give all the wealth of his

house for love,
he would be utterly scorned.

Brothers
8We have a little sister.

She has no breasts.
What shall we do for our sister

in the daywhen she is to be spoken for?
9 If she is a wall,

we will build on her a turret of silver.
If she is a door,

we will enclose her with boards of
cedar.

Beloved
10 I am awall, andmy breasts like towers,

then I was in his eyes like one who
found peace.

11 Solomon had a vineyard at Baal Hamon.
He leased out the vineyard to keepers.
Each was to bring a thousand shekels§
of silver for its fruit.

12My own vineyard is before me.
The thousand are for you, Solomon,
two hundred for those who tend its
fruit.

Lover
13 You who dwell in the gardens, with

friends in attendance,
let me hear your voice!

Beloved
14Come away, my beloved!

Be like a gazelle or a young stag on the
mountains of spices!

§ 8:11: A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 1000 shekels is about 10 kilograms or about 22 pounds.
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The Book of the Prophet
Isaiah

1 The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz,
which he saw concerning Judah and
Jerusalem, in the days of Uzziah, Jotham,
Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.
2Hear, heavens,

and listen, earth; for the LORD† has
spoken:

“I have nourished and brought up children
and they have rebelled against me.

3The ox knows his owner,
and the donkey his master’s crib;
but Israel doesn’t know.
My people don’t consider.”

4Ah sinful nation,
a people loaded with iniquity,
offspring‡ of evildoers,
children who deal corruptly!

They have forsaken the LORD.
They have despised the Holy One of
Israel.

They are estranged and backward.
5Why should you be beatenmore,

that you revolt more andmore?
The whole head is sick,

and the whole heart faint.
6 From the sole of the foot even to the head

there is no soundness in it,
but wounds, welts, and open sores.
Theyhaven’t been closed, bandaged, or
soothed with oil.

7Your country is desolate.
Your cities are burnt with fire.
Strangers devour your land in your
presence

and it is desolate,
as overthrown by strangers.

8The daughter of Zion is left like a shelter in
a vineyard,

like a hut in a field of melons,
like a besieged city.

9Unless the LORD of Armies had left to us a
very small remnant,

we would have been as Sodom.
Wewould have been like Gomorrah.

10 Hear the LORD’s word, you rulers of
Sodom!

Listen to the law of our God,§ you peo-
ple of Gomorrah!

11“Whatare themultitudeofyour sacrifices
to me?”, says the LORD.

“I have had enough of the burnt offer-
ings of rams

and the fat of fed animals.
I don’t delight in the blood of bulls,
or of lambs,
or of male goats.

12When you come to appear before me,
who has required this at your hand, to
trample my courts?

13Bring nomore vain offerings.
Incense is an abomination to me.
New moons, Sabbaths, and convoca-
tions—

I can’t stand evil assemblies.
14My soul hates your NewMoons and your

appointed feasts.
They are a burden tome.
I amweary of bearing them.

15When you spread out your hands, I will
hide my eyes from you.

Yes, when you make many prayers, I
will not hear.

Your hands are full of blood.
16Wash yourselves. Make yourself clean.

Put away the evil of your doings from
before my eyes.

Cease to do evil.
17Learn to do well.

Seek justice.
Relieve the oppressed.

Defend the fatherless.
Plead for the widow.”

18 “Come now, and let’s reason together,”
says the LORD:

“Though your sins are as scarlet, they
shall be as white as snow.

Though they are red like crimson, they
shall be as wool.

19 If you are willing and obedient,
you will eat the good of the land;
20 but if you refuse and rebel, you will
be devoured with the sword;

for the LORD’s mouth has spoken it.”
21How the faithful city has become a pros-

titute!
She was full of justice.

Righteousness lodged in her,
but now there are murderers.

22Your silver has become dross,
your winemixed with water.

23Your princes are rebellious and compan-
ions of thieves.

Everyone lovesbribesand followsafter
rewards.

They don’t defend the fatherless,
neither does the cause of the widow
come to them.

24Therefore the Lord,† GOD of Armies,
† 1:2: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew
,”יהוה“ usually pronouncedYahweh). ‡ 1:4: or, seed § 1:10: TheHebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
† 1:24: The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”



Isaiah 1:25 566 Isaiah 2:19

the Mighty One of Israel, says:
“Ah, I will get relief frommy adversaries,

and avengemyself onmy enemies.
25 I will turnmy hand on you,

thoroughly purge away your dross,
and will take away all your tin.‡

26 I will restore your judges as at the first,
and your counsellors as at the begin-
ning.

Afterward you shall be called ‘The city of
righteousness,

a faithful town.’
27Zion shall be redeemedwith justice,

and her converts with righteousness.
28 But the destruction of transgressors and

sinners shall be together,
and those who forsake the LORD shall
be consumed.

29 For they shall be ashamed of the oaks
which you have desired,

and you shall be confounded for the
gardens that you have chosen.

30 For you shall be as an oak whose leaf
fades,

and as a garden that has no water.
31The strong will be like tinder,

and his work like a spark.
They will both burn together,

and no one will quench them.”

2
1This is what Isaiah the son of Amoz saw

concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
2 It shall happen in the latter days, that

the mountain of the LORD’s house
shall be established on the top of the
mountains,

and shall be raised above the hills;
and all nations shall flow to it.

3Many peoples shall go and say,
“Come, let’s go up to the mountain of
the LORD,

to the house of the God of Jacob;
and he will teach us of his ways,
and wewill walk in his paths.”

For the law shall go out of Zion,
and the LORD’s word from Jerusalem.

4Hewill judge between the nations,
and will decide concerning many peo-
ples.

They shall beat their swords into
ploughshares,

and their spears into pruning hooks.
Nation shall not lift up sword against na-

tion,
neither shall they learn war anymore.

5House of Jacob, come, and let’s walk in the
light of the LORD.

6 For you have forsaken your people, the
house of Jacob,

because they are filled from the east,
with those who practise divination like
the Philistines,

and they clasp hands with the children
of foreigners.

7Their land is full of silver and gold,
neither is there any end of their trea-
sures.

Their land also is full of horses,
neither is there any end of their chari-
ots.

8Their land also is full of idols.
They worship the work of their own
hands,

that which their own fingers have
made.

9Man is brought low,
andmankind is humbled;
therefore don’t forgive them.

10Enter into the rock,
and hide in the dust,

from before the terror of the LORD,
and from the glory of his majesty.

11 The lofty looks of man will be brought
low,

the arrogance of men will be bowed
down,

and the LORD alone will be exalted in
that day.

12 For there will be a day of the LORD of
Armies for all that is proud and arro-
gant,

and for all that is lifted up,
and it shall be brought low—
13 for all the cedars of Lebanon, that are
high and lifted up,

for all the oaks of Bashan,
14 for all the highmountains,
for all the hills that are lifted up,
15 for every lofty tower,
for every fortified wall,
16 for all the ships of Tarshish,
and for all pleasant imagery.

17 The loftiness of man shall be bowed
down,

and the arrogance of men shall be
brought low;

and the LORD alone shall be exalted in
that day.

18The idols shall utterly pass away.
19Men shall go into the caves of the rocks,

and into the holes of the earth,
from before the terror of the LORD,
and from the glory of his majesty,
when he arises to shake the earth
mightily.

‡ 1:25: tin is a metal that is separated from silver during the refining and purification process.
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20 In that day, men shall cast away their
idols of silver

and their idols of gold,
which have been made for themselves
to worship,

to themoles and to the bats,
21 to go into the caverns of the rocks,
and into the clefts of the ragged rocks,
from before the terror of the LORD,
and from the glory of his majesty,
when he arises to shake the earth
mightily.

22 Stop trusting in man, whose breath is in
his nostrils;

for of what account is he?

3
1 For, behold,† the Lord, GOD‡ of Armies,

takes away from Jerusalem and from
Judah supply and support,

the whole supply of bread,
and the whole supply of water;
2 the mighty man,
theman of war,
the judge,
the prophet,
the diviner,
the elder,
3 the captain of fifty,
the honourable man,
the counsellor,
the skilled craftsman,
and the clever enchanter.

4 I will give boys to be their princes,
and children shall rule over them.

5The people will be oppressed,
everyone by another,
and everyone by his neighbour.

The child will behave himself proudly
against the old man,

and thewickedagainst thehonourable.
6 Indeedamanshall takeholdof his brother

in the house of his father, saying,
“You have clothing, you be our ruler,
and let this ruin be under your hand.”

7 In that day he will cry out, saying, “I will
not be a healer;

for in my house is neither bread nor
clothing.

You shall not makeme ruler of the peo-
ple.”

8 For Jerusalem is ruined, and Judah is
fallen;

because their tongue and their doings
are against the LORD,§

to provoke the eyes of his glory.

9The lookof their faces testify against them.
They parade their sin like Sodom.
They don’t hide it.
Woe to their soul!
For they have brought disaster upon
themselves.

10Tell the righteous that it will be well with
them,

for theywill eat the fruit of their deeds.
11Woe to the wicked!

Disaster is upon them,
for the deeds of their handswill be paid
back to them.

12 As for my people, children are their op-
pressors,

and women rule over them.
My people, those who lead you cause
you to err,

and destroy the way of your paths.

13The LORD stands up to contend,
and stands to judge the peoples.

14The LORDwill enter into judgement with
the elders of his people

and their leaders:
“It is you who have eaten up the vine-
yard.

The plunder of the poor is in your
houses.

15What do youmean that you crushmy
people,

and grind the face of the poor?” says
the Lord, GOD† of Armies.

16 Moreover the LORD said, “Because the
daughters of Zion are arrogant,

and walk with outstretched necks and
flirting eyes,

walking daintily as they go,
jingling ornaments on their feet;

17 therefore the Lord brings sores on the
crown of the head of the women of
Zion,

and the LORD will make their scalps
bald.”

18 In that day the Lord will take away the
beauty of their anklets, the headbands, the
crescent necklaces,

19 the earrings, the bracelets, the veils,
20 the headdresses, the ankle chains,

the sashes, the perfume containers, the
charms,

21 the signet rings, the nose rings,
22 the fine robes, the capes, the cloaks, the

purses,

† 3:1: “Behold”, from means,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ lookat, takenotice, observe, see, or gazeat. It is oftenusedasan interjection. ‡ 3:1:
When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“
usually pronouncedYahweh). § 3:8:When rendered inALLCAPITALLETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of
God’s ProperName (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). † 3:15:When rendered in ALL CAPITALLETTERS,
“LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh).
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23 the hand mirrors, the fine linen gar-
ments, the tiaras, and the shawls.
24 It shall happen that instead of sweet

spices, there shall be rottenness;
instead of a belt, a rope;
instead of well set hair, baldness;
instead of a robe, a wearing of sack-
cloth;

and branding instead of beauty.
25Yourmen shall fall by the sword,

and yourmighty in the war.
26Her gates shall lament andmourn.

She shall be desolate and sit on the
ground.

4
1Sevenwomenshall takeholdof oneman

in that day, saying, “We will eat our own
bread, and wear our own clothing. Just let
us be called by your name. Take away our
reproach.”

2 In that day, the LORD’s branch will be
beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the
land will be the beauty and glory of the
survivors of Israel.

3 It will happen that he who is left in Zion
and he who remains in Jerusalem shall be
called holy, even everyone who is written
amongst the living in Jerusalem,

4when the Lord shall have washed away
the filth of the daughters of Zion, and shall
have purged the blood of Jerusalem from
within it, by the spirit of justice and by the
spirit of burning.

5 The LORD will create over the whole
habitation of Mount Zion and over her as-
semblies, a cloud and smokebyday, and the
shining of a flaming fire by night, for over
all the glory will be a canopy.

6 There will be a pavilion for a shade in
the daytime from the heat, and for a refuge
and for a shelter from storm and from rain.

5
1 Let me sing for my well beloved a song of

my beloved about his vineyard.
My beloved had a vineyard on a very
fruitful hill.

2He dug it up,
gathered out its stones,
planted it with the choicest vine,
built a tower in themiddle of it,
and also cut out a wine press in it.

He looked for it to yield grapes,
but it yielded wild grapes.

3 “Now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and men
of Judah,

please judge between me and my vine-
yard.

4 What could have been done more to my
vineyard, that I have not done in it?

Why, when I looked for it to yield
grapes, did it yield wild grapes?

5 Now I will tell you what I will do to my
vineyard.

I will take away its hedge, and it will be
eaten up.

I will break down its wall, and it will be
trampled down.

6 I will lay it a wasteland.
It won’t be pruned or hoed,
but it will grow briers and thorns.
I will also command the clouds that
they rain no rain on it.”

7 For the vineyard of the LORD of Armies is
the house of Israel,

and the men of Judah his pleasant
plant.

He looked for justice, but behold, op-
pression,

for righteousness, but behold, a cry of
distress.

8Woe to those who join house to house,
who lay field to field, until there is no
room,

and you are made to dwell alone in the
middle of the land!

9 In my ears, the LORD of Armies says:
“Surely many houses will be deso-
late,

even great and beautiful, unoccupied.
10 For ten acres† of vineyard shall yield one

bath,‡
and a homer§ of seed shall yield an
ephah.”†

11 Woe to those who rise up early in the
morning, that theymay followstrong
drink,

who stay late into the night, until wine
inflames them!

12 The harp, lyre, tambourine, and flute,
with wine, are at their feasts;

but they don’t respect the work of the
LORD,

neither have they considered the oper-
ation of his hands.

13Therefore my people go into captivity for
lack of knowledge.

Their honourable men are famished,
and their multitudes are parched with
thirst.

14Therefore Sheol‡ has enlarged its desire,
† 5:10: literally, ten yokes, or the amount of land that ten yokes of oxen can plough in one day, which is about 10 acres
or 4 hectares. ‡ 5:10: 1 bath is about 22 litres or 5.8 U. S. gallons § 5:10: 1 homer is about 220 litres or 6 bushels
† 5:10: 1 ephah is about 22 litres or 0.6 bushels or about 2 pecks—only one tenth of what was sown. ‡ 5:14: Sheol is
the place of the dead.
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and opened its mouth without mea-
sure;

and their glory, their multitude, their
pomp, and he who rejoices amongst
them, descend into it.

15 Soman is brought low,
mankind is humbled,
and the eyes of the arrogant ones are
humbled;

16 but the LORD of Armies is exalted in
justice,

and God the Holy One is sanctified in
righteousness.

17 Then the lambs will graze as in their
pasture,

and strangers will eat the ruins of the
rich.

18 Woe to those who draw iniquity with
cords of falsehood,

and wickedness as with cart rope,
19 who say, “Let him make haste, let him

hasten his work, that wemay see it;
let the counsel of the Holy One of Israel
draw near and come,

that wemay know it!”
20Woe to thosewho call evil good, and good

evil;
who put darkness for light,
and light for darkness;

who put bitter for sweet,
and sweet for bitter!

21Woe to those who are wise in their own
eyes,

and prudent in their own sight!
22 Woe to those who are mighty to drink

wine,
and champions atmixing strong drink;

23who acquit the guilty for a bribe,
but deny justice for the innocent!

24 Therefore as the tongue of fire devours
the stubble,

and as the dry grass sinks down in the
flame,

so their root shall be as rottenness,
and their blossom shall go up as dust,

because they have rejected the law of the
LORD of Armies,

and despised the word of the Holy One
of Israel.

25 Therefore the LORD’s anger burns
against his people,

and he has stretched out his hand
against them and has struck them.

Themountains tremble,
and their dead bodies are as refuse in
themiddle of the streets.

For all this, his anger is not turned away,
but his hand is still stretched out.

26 He will lift up a banner to the nations
from far away,

and he will whistle for them from the
end of the earth.

Behold, they will come speedily and
swiftly.

27 No one shall be weary nor stumble
amongst them;

no one shall slumber nor sleep,
neither shall the belt of their waist be
untied,

nor the strap of their sandals be bro-
ken,

28whose arrows are sharp,
and all their bows bent.

Their horses’ hoofs will be like flint,
and their wheels like a whirlwind.

29Their roaring will be like a lioness.
They will roar like young lions.

Yes, they shall roar,
and seize their prey and carry it off,
and there will be no one to deliver.

30 They will roar against them in that day
like the roaring of the sea.

If one looks to the land, behold, dark-
ness and distress.

The light is darkened in its clouds.

6
1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw

the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted
up; and his train filled the temple.

2 Above him stood the seraphim. Each
one had six wings. With two he covered his
face. With two he covered his feet. With
two he flew.

3One called to another, and said,
“Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of Armies!

The whole earth is full of his glory!”
4The foundations of the thresholds shook

at the voice of him who called, and the
house was filled with smoke.

5 Then I said, “Woe is me! For I am un-
done, because I am a man of unclean lips
and I live amongst a people of unclean lips,
formy eyes have seen theKing, the LORDof
Armies!”

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me,
having a live coal in his hand, which he had
taken with the tongs from off the altar.

7He touched my mouth with it, and said,
“Behold, this has touched your lips; and
your iniquity is taken away, and your sin
forgiven.”

8 I heard the Lord’s voice, saying, “Whom
shall I send, and whowill go for us?”
Then I said, “Here I am. Sendme!”
9He said, “Go, and tell this people,

‘You hear indeed,
but don’t understand.

You see indeed,
but don’t perceive.’
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10Make the heart of this people fat.
Make their ears heavy, and shut their
eyes;

lest they see with their eyes,
hear with their ears,
understand with their heart,
and turn again, and be healed.”

11Then I said, “Lord, how long?”
He answered,

“Until cities are waste without inhabitant,
houses without man,
the land becomes utterly waste,
12 and the LORD has removed men far
away,

and the forsaken places are many
within the land.

13 If there is a tenth left in it,
that also will in turn be consumed,

as a terebinth, and as an oak whose stump
remains when they are cut down,

so the holy seed is its stump.”
7

1 In the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham,
the son of Uzziah, king of Judah, Rezin the
kingofSyriaandPekah thesonofRemaliah,
king of Israel, went up to Jerusalem to war
against it, but could not prevail against it.

2 David’s house was told, “Syria is allied
with Ephraim.” His heart trembled, and the
heart of his people, as the trees of the forest
tremble with the wind.

3 Then the LORD said to Isaiah, “Go out
now to meet Ahaz, you, and Shearjashub
your son, at the end of the conduit of the
upper pool, on the highway of the fuller’s
field.

4 Tell him, ‘Be careful, and keep calm.
Don’t be afraid, neither let your heart be
faint because of these two tails of smoking
torches, for the fierce anger of Rezin and
Syria, and of the son of Remaliah.

5 Because Syria, Ephraim, and the son
of Remaliah, have plotted evil against you,
saying,

6 “Let’s go up against Judah, and tear it
apart, and let’s divide it amongst ourselves,
and set up a king within it, even the son of
Tabeel.”

7This is what the Lord GOD says: “It shall
not stand, neither shall it happen.”

8 For the head of Syria is Damascus, and
the head of Damascus is Rezin. Within
sixty-five years Ephraim shall be broken in
pieces, so that it shall not be a people.

9 The head of Ephraim is Samaria, and
the head of Samaria is Remaliah’s son. If
you will not believe, surely you shall not be
established.’ ”

10The LORD spoke again to Ahaz, saying,
11 “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; ask it

either in the depth, or in the height above.”
12 But Ahaz said, “I won’t ask. I won’t

tempt the LORD.”
13 He said, “Listen now, house of David.

Is it not enough for you to try the patience
of men, that you will try the patience of my
God also?

14 Therefore the Lord himself will give
you a sign. Behold, the virgin will conceive,
and bear a son, and shall call his name
Immanuel.†

15 He shall eat butter and honey when
he knows to refuse the evil and choose the
good.

16Forbefore the child knows to refuse the
evil and choose the good, the land whose
two kings you abhor shall be forsaken.

17 The LORD will bring on you, on your
people, andonyour father’shousedays that
have not come, from the day that Ephraim
departed from Judah, even the king of As-
syria.

18 Itwill happen in that day that the LORD
will whistle for the fly that is in the utter-
most part of the rivers of Egypt, and for the
bee that is in the land of Assyria.

19They shall come, and shall all rest in the
desolate valleys, in the clefts of the rocks, on
all thorn hedges, and on all pastures.

20 In that day the Lord will shave with a
razor that is hired in the parts beyond the
River, even with the king of Assyria, the
head and the hair of the feet; and it shall
also consume the beard.

21 It shall happen in that day that a man
shall keep alive a young cow, and two
sheep.

22 It shall happen, that because of the
abundance ofmilk which they shall give he
shall eat butter, for everyonewill eat butter
and honey that is left within the land.

23 It will happen in that day that every
place where there were a thousand vines
worth a thousand silver shekels,‡will be for
briers and thorns.

24 People will go there with arrows and
with bow, because all the landwill be briers
and thorns.

25 All the hills that were cultivated with
the hoe, you shall not come there for fear
of briers and thorns; but it shall be for the
sending out of oxen, and for sheep to tread
on.”

† 7:14: “Immanuel” means “Godwith us”. ‡ 7:23: A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 1000 shekels is
about 10 kilograms or 22 pounds. † 8:1: “Maher Shalal Hash Baz” means “quick to the plunder, swift to the prey”.



Isaiah 8:1 571 Isaiah 9:10

8
1 The LORD said to me, “Take a large

tablet, andwrite on itwith aman’s pen, ‘For
Maher Shalal Hash Baz’;†

2 and I will take for myself faithful wit-
nesses to testify: Uriah the priest, and
Zechariah the son of Jeberechiah.”

3 I went to the prophetess, and she con-
ceived, and bore a son. Then the LORD said
to me, “Call his name ‘Maher Shalal Hash
Baz.’

4 For before the child knows how to say,
‘My father’ and ‘My mother,’ the riches of
Damascus and the plunder of Samaria will
be carried away by the king of Assyria.”

5The LORD spoke tome yet again, saying,
6 “Because this people has refused the

waters of Shiloah that go softly, and rejoice
in Rezin and Remaliah’s son;

7 now therefore, behold, the Lord brings
upon them the mighty flood waters of the
River: the king of Assyria and all his glory.
It will come up over all its channels, and go
over all its banks.

8 It will sweep onward into Judah. It will
overflow and pass through. It will reach
even to the neck. The stretching out of its
wings will fill the width of your land, O
Immanuel.

9 Make an uproar, you peoples, and be
broken in pieces! Listen, all you from far
countries: dress for battle, and be shat-
tered! Dress for battle, and be shattered!

10 Take counsel together, and it will be
brought to nothing; speak the word, and it
will not stand, for God is with us.”

11 For the LORD spoke this to me with a
strong hand, and instructed me not to walk
in the way of this people, saying,

12 “Don’t call a conspiracy all that this
people call a conspiracy. Don’t fear their
threats or be terrorised.

13 The LORD of Armies is who you must
respect as holy. He is the one youmust fear.
He is the one youmust dread.

14 He will be a sanctuary, but for both
houses of Israel, he will be a stumbling
stone and a rock that makes them fall. For
the people of Jerusalem, he will be a trap
and a snare.

15Many will stumble over it, fall, be bro-
ken, be snared, and be captured.”

16 Wrap up the covenant. Seal the law
amongst my disciples.

17 I will wait for the LORD, who hides his
face from the house of Jacob, and Iwill look
for him.

18 Behold, I and the children whom the
LORD has given me are for signs and for
wonders in Israel from the LORDofArmies,
who dwells in Mount Zion.

19When they tell you, “Consultwith those
who have familiar spirits and with the wiz-
ards, who chirp andwhomutter,” shouldn’t
a people consult with their God? Should
they consult the dead on behalf of the liv-
ing?

20 Turn to the law and to the covenant!
If they don’t speak according to this word,
surely there is nomorning for them.

21 They will pass through it, very dis-
tressed and hungry. It will happen that
when they are hungry, they will worry, and
curse their king and their God. They will
turn their faces upward,

22 then look to the earth and see distress,
darkness, and the gloom of anguish. They
will be driven into thick darkness.

9
1But there shall be nomore gloom for her

who was in anguish. In the former time, he
brought into contempt the land of Zebulun
and the land of Naphtali; but in the latter
time he has made it glorious, by the way of
the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the
nations.

2 The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light.

The light has shined on thosewho lived
in the land of the shadow of death.

3You havemultiplied the nation.
You have increased their joy.

They rejoice before you according to the
joy in harvest, as men rejoice when they
divide the plunder.

4For the yoke of his burden, and the staff
of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor,
you have broken as in the day of Midian.

5 For all the armour of the armed man in
the noisy battle, and the garments rolled in
blood, will be for burning, fuel for the fire.

6For a child is born to us. A son is given to
us; and thegovernmentwill beonhis shoul-
ders. His name will be called Wonderful
Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace.

7 Of the increase of his government and
of peace there shall be no end, on David’s
throne, and on his kingdom, to establish it,
and to uphold it with justice and with righ-
teousness from that time on, even forever.
Thezeal of theLORDofArmieswill perform
this.

8The Lord sent a word into Jacob,
and it falls on Israel.

9All the people will know,
including Ephraim and the inhabitants
of Samaria, who say in pride and in
arrogance of heart,

10 “The bricks have fallen,
but we will build with cut stone.

The sycamore fig trees have been cut down,
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but we will put cedars in their place.”
11 Therefore the LORD will set up on high

against him the adversaries of Rezin,
and will stir up his enemies,
12The Syrians in front,
and the Philistines behind;
and they will devour Israel with open
mouth.

For all this, his anger is not turned away,
but his hand is stretched out still.

13Yet thepeoplehavenot turned tohimwho
struck them,

neither have they sought the LORD of
Armies.

14 Therefore the LORD will cut off from Is-
rael head and tail,

palm branch and reed, in one day.
15The elder and the honourable man is the

head,
and the prophet who teaches lies is the
tail.

16For those who lead this people lead them
astray;

and those who are led by them are de-
stroyed.

17 Therefore the Lord will not rejoice over
their youngmen,

neither will he have compassion on
their fatherless and widows;

for everyone is profane and an evildoer,
and everymouth speaks folly.

For all this his anger is not turned away,
but his hand is stretched out still.

18For wickedness burns like a fire.
It devours the briers and thorns;
yes, it kindles in the thickets of the for-
est,

and they roll upward in a column of
smoke.

19 Through the LORD of Armies’ wrath, the
land is burnt up;

and the people are the fuel for the fire.
No one spares his brother.

20Onewill devour on the right hand, and be
hungry;

and he will eat on the left hand, and
they will not be satisfied.

Everyone will eat the flesh of his own arm:
21 Manasseh eating Ephraim and
Ephraim eating Manasseh, and they
together will be against Judah.

For all this his anger is not turned away,
but his hand is stretched out still.

10
1 Woe to those who decree unrighteous

decrees, and to the writers who write op-
pressive decrees

2 to deprive the needy of justice, and to
rob the poor amongst my people of their
rights, that widows may be their plunder,
and that theymaymake the fatherless their
prey!

3 What will you do in the day of visita-
tion, and in the desolation which will come
from afar? To whomwill you flee for help?
Where will you leave your wealth?

4 They will only bow down under the
prisoners,

and will fall under the slain.
For all this his anger is not turned away,

but his hand is stretched out still.

5 Alas Assyrian, the rod of my anger, the
staff in whose hand is my indignation!

6 I will send himagainst a profane nation,
and against the people who anger me I will
give him a command to take the plunder
and to take the prey, and to tread them
down like themire of the streets.

7 However, he doesn’t mean so, neither
does his heart think so; but it is in his heart
to destroy, and to cut off not a few nations.

8 For he says, “Aren’t all of my princes
kings?

9 Isn’t Calno like Carchemish? Isn’t
Hamath likeArpad? Isn’t Samaria likeDam-
ascus?”

10Asmy hand has found the kingdoms of
the idols, whose engraved images exceeded
those of Jerusalem and of Samaria,

11 shall I not, as I have done to Samaria
and her idols, so do to Jerusalem and her
idols?

12Therefore it will happen that when the
Lord has performed his whole work on
Mount Zion and on Jerusalem, I will punish
the fruit of thewilfulproudheartof theking
ofAssyria, and the insolence of his arrogant
looks.

13 For he has said, “By the strength of my
hand I have done it, and bymywisdom, for
I have understanding. I have removed the
boundaries of thepeoples, andhave robbed
their treasures. Like a valiant man I have
brought down their rulers.

14 My hand has found the riches of the
peoples like a nest, and like one gathers
eggs that are abandoned, I have gathered
all the earth. There was no one whomoved
their wing, or that opened their mouth, or
chirped.”

15 Should an axe brag against him who
chops with it? Should a saw exalt itself
above him who saws with it? As if a rod
should lift thosewho lift it up, or as if a staff
should lift up someone who is not wood.

† 10:16: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew
,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh).
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16 Therefore the Lord, GOD† of Armies,
will sendamongsthis fatones leanness; and
under his glory a burning will be kindled
like the burning of fire.

17The light of Israel will be for a fire, and
his Holy One for a flame; and it will burn
and devour his thorns and his briers in one
day.

18He will consume the glory of his forest
and of his fruitful field, both soul and body.
It will be as when a standard bearer faints.

19 The remnant of the trees of his forest
shall be few, so that a child couldwrite their
number.

20 It will come to pass in that day that
the remnant of Israel, and those who have
escaped from the house of Jacob will no
more again lean on him who struck them,
but shall lean on the LORD,‡ the Holy One
of Israel, in truth.

21 A remnant will return, even the rem-
nant of Jacob, to themighty God.

22For though your people, Israel, are like
the sand of the sea, only a remnant of them
will return. A destruction is determined,
overflowing with righteousness.

23 For the Lord, GOD§ of Armies, will
make a full end, and that determined,
throughout all the earth.

24 Therefore the Lord, GOD of Armies,
says, “Mypeoplewhodwell inZion, don’t be
afraid of the Assyrian, though he strike you
with therod, and liftuphis staffagainst you,
as Egypt did.

25 For yet a very little while, and the in-
dignationagainst youwill beaccomplished,
and my anger will be directed to his de-
struction.”

26 The LORD of Armies will stir up a
scourge against him, as in the slaughter of
Midian at the rock of Oreb. His rod will be
over the sea, and hewill lift it up like he did
against Egypt.

27 It will happen in that day that his bur-
denwill depart from off your shoulder, and
his yoke from off your neck, and the yoke
shall be destroyed because of the anointing
oil.

28 He has come to Aiath. He has passed
throughMigron. AtMichmash he stores his
baggage.

29 They have gone over the pass. They
have takenup their lodging atGeba. Ramah
trembles. Gibeah of Saul has fled.

30 Cry aloud with your voice, daughter
of Gallim! Listen, Laishah! You poor
Anathoth!

31 Madmenah is a fugitive. The inhabi-
tants of Gebim flee for safety.

32 This very day he will halt at Nob. He
shakes his hand at the mountain of the
daughter of Zion, the hill of Jerusalem.

33 Behold, the Lord, GOD of Armies, will
lop the boughs with terror. The tall will be
cut down, and the lofty will be brought low.

34 He will cut down the thickets of the
forest with iron, and Lebanon will fall by
theMighty One.

11
1A shoot will come out of the stock of Jesse,

and a branch out of his roots will bear
fruit.

2The LORD’s Spirit will rest on him:
the spirit of wisdom and understand-
ing,

the spirit of counsel andmight,
the spirit of knowledge and of the fear
of the LORD.

3His delight will be in the fear of the LORD.
He will not judge by the sight of his eyes,

neither decide by the hearing of his
ears;

4 but he will judge the poor with righteous-
ness,

and decide with equity for the humble
of the earth.

He will strike the earth with the rod of his
mouth;

and with the breath of his lips he will
kill the wicked.

5 Righteousness will be the belt around his
waist,

and faithfulness the belt around his
waist.

6The wolf will live with the lamb,
and the leopard will lie down with the
young goat,

the calf, the young lion, and the fat-
tened calf together;

and a little child will lead them.
7The cow and the bear will graze.

Their young ones will lie down to-
gether.

The lion will eat straw like the ox.
8 The nursing child will play near a cobra’s

hole,
and the weaned child will put his hand
on the viper’s den.

9 They will not hurt nor destroy in all my
holy mountain;

for the earth will be full of the knowl-
edge of the LORD,

as the waters cover the sea.
‡ 10:20: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew
,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). § 10:23: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the
translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh).
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10 It will happen in that day that the na-
tions will seek the root of Jesse, who stands
as a banner of the peoples; and his resting
place will be glorious.

11 It will happen in that day that the Lord
will set his hand again the second time to
recover theremnant that is left ofhispeople
from Assyria, from Egypt, from Pathros,
from Cush, from Elam, from Shinar, from
Hamath, and from the islands of the sea.

12Hewill set up a banner for the nations,
andwill assemble the outcasts of Israel, and
gather together thedispersedof Judah from
the four corners of the earth.

13 The envy also of Ephraim will depart,
and those who persecute Judah will be cut
off. Ephraim won’t envy Judah, and Judah
won’t persecute Ephraim.

14 They will fly down on the shoulders
of the Philistines on the west. Together
they will plunder the children of the east.
They will extend their power over Edom
andMoab, and the children of Ammonwill
obey them.

15 The LORD will utterly destroy the
tongue of the Egyptian sea; and with his
scorching wind he will wave his hand
over the River, and will split it into seven
streams, and cause men to march over in
sandals.

16 There will be a highway for the rem-
nant that is left of his people from Assyria,
like there was for Israel in the day that he
came up out of the land of Egypt.

12
1 In that day you will say, “I will give

thanks to you, the LORD;† for though you
were angrywithme, your anger has turned
away and you comfort me.

2Behold, God is my salvation. I will trust,
and will not be afraid; for the LORD,‡ the
LORD,§ ismy strength and song; and he has
becomemy salvation.”

3 Therefore with joy you will draw water
out of the wells of salvation.

4 In that day you will say, “Give thanks
to the LORD! Call on his name! Declare his
doings amongst the peoples! Proclaim that
his name is exalted!

5 Sing to the LORD, for he has done ex-
cellent things! Let this be known in all the
earth!

6 Cry aloud and shout, you inhabitant of
Zion, for the Holy One of Israel is great
amongst you!”

13
1TheburdenofBabylon,which Isaiah the

son of Amoz saw.
2 Set up a banner on the bare mountain!

Liftupyourvoice to them! Waveyourhand,
that theymaygo into the gates of thenobles.

3 I have commanded my consecrated
ones; yes, I have called my mighty men for
my anger, evenmy proudly exulting ones.

4The noise of a multitude is in the moun-
tains, as of a great people; the noise of
an uproar of the kingdoms of the nations
gathered together! The LORD of Armies is
mustering the army for the battle.

5They come from a far country, from the
uttermost part of heaven, even the LORD,
and the weapons of his indignation, to de-
stroy the whole land.

6 Wail, for the LORD’s day is at hand! It
will come as destruction from theAlmighty.

7 Therefore all hands will be feeble, and
everyone’s heart will melt.

8 They will be dismayed. Pangs and sor-
rows will seize them. They will be in pain
like a woman in labour. They will look in
amazement one at another. Their faces will
be faces of flame.

9 Behold, the day of the LORD comes,
cruel, with wrath and fierce anger; to make
the land a desolation, and to destroy its
sinners out of it.

10 For the stars of the sky and its constel-
lationswill not give their light. The sunwill
be darkened in its going out, and the moon
will not cause its light to shine.

11 I will punish the world for their evil,
and the wicked for their iniquity. I will
cause the arrogance of the proud to cease,
and will humble the arrogance of the terri-
ble.

12 I will make people more rare than fine
gold, even a person than the pure gold of
Ophir.

13 Therefore I will make the heavens
tremble, and the earthwill be shaken out of
its place in the LORD of Armies’ wrath, and
in the day of his fierce anger.

14 It will happen that like a hunted gazelle
and like sheep that no one gathers, theywill
each turn to their ownpeople, andwill each
flee to their own land.

15 Everyone who is found will be thrust
through. Everyonewho is capturedwill fall
by the sword.

16 Their infants also will be dashed in
pieces before their eyes. Their houses will
be ransacked, and their wives raped.

† 12:1: LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short
form יה Yah. ‡ 12:2: Hebrew: יה Yah § 12:2: LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except
when otherwise noted as being from the short form יה Yah.
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17Behold, I will stir up the Medes against
them, who will not value silver, and as for
gold, they will not delight in it.

18Their bows will dash the youngmen in
pieces; and they shall have no pity on the
fruit of the womb. Their eyes will not spare
children.

19 Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the
beauty of the Chaldeans’ pride, will be like
when God overthrew Sodom and Gomor-
rah.

20 It will never be inhabited, neither will
it be lived in fromgeneration to generation.
The Arabian will not pitch a tent there,
neither will shepherdsmake their flocks lie
down there.

21 But wild animals of the desert will lie
there, and their houses will be full of jack-
als. Ostriches will dwell there, and wild
goats will frolic there.

22Hyenas will cry in their fortresses, and
jackals in the pleasant palaces. Her time
is near to come, and her days will not be
prolonged.

14
1 For the LORD will have compassion on

Jacob, and will yet choose Israel, and set
them in their own land. The foreigner will
join himself with them, and they will unite
with the house of Jacob.

2 The peoples will take them, and bring
them to their place. The house of Israel
will possess them in the LORD’s land for
servants and for handmaids. Theywill take
as captives thosewhose captives theywere;
and they shall rule over their oppressors.

3 It will happen in the day that the LORD
will give you rest from your sorrow, from
your trouble, and from the hard service in
which you weremade to serve,

4 that youwill takeup this parable against
the king of Babylon, and say, “How the
oppressor has ceased! The golden city has
ceased!”

5 The LORD has broken the staff of the
wicked, the sceptre of the rulers,

6 who struck the peoples in wrath with
a continual stroke, who ruled the nations
in anger, with a persecution that no one
restrained.

7 The whole earth is at rest, and is quiet.
They break out in song.

8 Yes, the cypress trees rejoice with you,
with the cedars of Lebanon, saying, “Since
you are humbled, no lumberjack has come
up against us.”

9 Sheol† from beneath has moved for you
to meet you at your coming. It stirs up the
departed spirits for you, even all the rulers

of the earth. It has raised up from their
thrones all the kings of the nations.

10Theyallwill answerandaskyou, “Have
you also become as weak as we are? Have
you become like us?”

11 Your pomp is brought down to Sheol,‡
with the sound of your stringed instru-
ments. Maggots are spread out under you,
and worms cover you.

12 How you have fallen from heaven,
shining one, son of the dawn! How you
are cut down to the ground, who laid the
nations low!

13 You said in your heart, “I will ascend
into heaven! I will exalt my throne above
the stars of God! I will sit on the mountain
of assembly, in the far north!

14 I will ascend above the heights of the
clouds! I will make myself like the Most
High!”

15 Yet you shall be brought down to
Sheol,§ to the depths of the pit.

16 Those who see you will stare at you.
They will ponder you, saying, “Is this the
man who made the earth to tremble, who
shook kingdoms,

17who made the world like a wilderness,
and overthrew its cities, who didn’t release
his prisoners to their home?”

18 All the kings of the nations sleep in
glory, everyone in his own house.

19But you are cast away from your tomb
like an abominable branch, clothed with
the slain who are thrust through with the
sword, who go down to the stones of the pit;
like a dead body trodden under foot.

20 You will not join them in burial, be-
cause you have destroyed your land. You
have killed your people. The offspring of
evildoers will not be named forever.

21 Prepare for slaughter of his children
because of the iniquity of their fathers, that
they not rise up and possess the earth, and
fill the surface of the world with cities.

22 “I will rise up against them,” says the
LORD of Armies, “and cut off from Babylon
name and remnant, and son and son’s son,”
says the LORD.

23 “I will also make it a possession for the
porcupine, and pools of water. I will sweep
it with the broom of destruction,” says the
LORD of Armies.

24 The LORD of Armies has sworn, say-
ing, “Surely, as I have thought, so shall it
happen; and as I have purposed, so shall it
stand:

25 that I will break the Assyrian in my
land, and tread him under foot on my

† 14:9: Sheol is the place of the dead. ‡ 14:11: Sheol is the place of the dead. § 14:15: Sheol is the place of the
dead.
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mountains. Then his yoke will leave them,
and his burden leave their shoulders.

26 This is the plan that is determined for
the whole earth. This is the hand that is
stretched out over all the nations.

27 For the LORD of Armies has planned,
and who can stop it? His hand is stretched
out, and who can turn it back?”

28 This burden was in the year that King
Ahaz died.

29 Don’t rejoice, O Philistia, all of you,
because the rod that struck you is broken;
for out of the serpent’s root an adder will
emerge, and his fruit will be a fiery flying
serpent.

30 The firstborn of the poor will eat, and
the needy will lie down in safety; and I
will kill your root with famine, and your
remnant will be killed.

31 Howl, gate! Cry, city! You are melted
away, Philistia, all of you; for smoke comes
out of the north, and there is no straggler in
his ranks.

32What will they answer the messengers
of the nation? That the LORD has founded
Zion, and in her the afflicted of his people
will take refuge.

15
1The burden of Moab.
For in a night, Ar of Moab is laid waste,

and brought to nothing. For in a night Kir of
Moab is laid waste, and brought to nothing.

2 They have gone up to Bayith, and to Di-
bon, to thehighplaces, toweep. Moabwails
overNebo and overMedeba. Baldness is on
all of their heads. Every beard is cut off.

3 In their streets, they clothe themselves
in sackcloth. In their streets and on their
housetops, everyone wails, weeping abun-
dantly.

4 Heshbon cries out with Elealeh. Their
voice is heard even to Jahaz. Therefore the
armed men of Moab cry aloud. Their souls
tremble within them.

5Myheart cries out forMoab! Her nobles
flee to Zoar, to Eglath Shelishiyah; for they
go up by the ascent of Luhithwithweeping;
for on theway to Horonaim, they raise up a
cry of destruction.

6 For the waters of Nimrim will be deso-
late; for the grass has withered away, the
tender grass fails, there is no green thing.

7 Therefore they will carry away the
abundance they have gotten, and that
which they have stored up, over the brook
of the willows.

8For the cry has gone around the borders
of Moab, its wailing to Eglaim, and its wail-
ing to Beer Elim.

9 For the waters of Dimon are full of
blood; for I will bring yet more on Dimon,

a lion on those of Moabwho escape, and on
the remnant of the land.

16
1 Send the lambs for the ruler of the land

from Selah to the wilderness, to the moun-
tain of the daughter of Zion.

2 For it will be that as wandering birds,
as a scattered nest, so will the daughters of
Moab be at the fords of the Arnon.

3 Give counsel! Execute justice! Make
your shade like the night in the middle of
the noonday! Hide the outcasts! Don’t
betray the fugitive!

4 Let my outcasts dwell with you! As for
Moab, be a hiding place for him from the
face of the destroyer. For the extortionist is
brought tonothing. Destructionceases. The
oppressors are consumed out of the land.

5 A throne will be established in loving
kindness. One will sit on it in truth, in the
tent of David, judging, seeking justice, and
swift to do righteousness.

6 We have heard of the pride of Moab,
that he is veryproud; evenof his arrogance,
his pride, and his wrath. His boastings are
nothing.

7 Therefore Moab will wail for Moab.
Everyone will wail. You will mourn for
the raisin cakes of Kir Hareseth, utterly
stricken.

8 For the fields of Heshbon languish with
the vine of Sibmah. The lords of the nations
have broken down its choice branches,
which reached even to Jazer, which wan-
dered into the wilderness. Its shoots were
spread abroad. They passed over the sea.

9 Therefore I will weep with the weeping
of Jazer for the vine of Sibmah. I will water
you with my tears, Heshbon, and Elealeh:
for on your summer fruits and on your
harvest the battle shout has fallen.

10 Gladness is taken away, and joy out of
the fruitful field; and in the vineyards there
will be no singing, neither joyful noise. No-
body will tread out wine in the presses. I
havemade the shouting stop.

11 Therefore my heart sounds like a harp
for Moab, and my inward parts for Kir
Heres.

12 Itwill happen thatwhenMoabpresents
himself, when he wearies himself on the
high place, and comes to his sanctuary to
pray, that he will not prevail.

13 This is the word that the LORD spoke
concerningMoab in time past.

14 But now the LORD has spoken, saying,
“Within three years, as a worker bound by
contract would count them, the glory of
Moab shall be brought into contempt, with
all his great multitude; and the remnant
will be very small and feeble.”



Isaiah 17:1 577 Isaiah 19:6

17
1The burden of Damascus.
“Behold, Damascus is taken away from

being a city, and it will be a ruinous heap.
2 The cities of Aroer are forsaken. They

will be for flocks, which shall lie down, and
no one shall make them afraid.

3 The fortress shall cease from Ephraim,
and the kingdom from Damascus, and the
remnant of Syria. They will be as the glory
of the children of Israel,” says the LORD of
Armies.

4 “It will happen in that day that the glory
of Jacob will be made thin, and the fatness
of his flesh will become lean.

5 Itwill be likewhen theharvestergathers
thewheat, and his arm reaps the grain. Yes,
it will be like when one gleans grain in the
valley of Rephaim.

6 Yet gleanings will be left there, like the
shaking of an olive tree, two or three olives
in the top of the uppermost bough, four or
five in the outermost branches of a fruitful
tree,” says the LORD, the God of Israel.

7 In that day, people will look to their
Maker, and their eyes will have respect for
the Holy One of Israel.

8Theywill not look to the altars, thework
of their hands; neither shall they respect
that which their fingers have made, either
the Asherah poles or the incense altars.

9 In that day, their strong citieswill be like
the forsaken places in thewoods and on the
mountain top, which were forsaken from
before the children of Israel; and it will be
a desolation.

10 For you have forgotten the God of
your salvation, and have not remembered
the rock of your strength. Therefore you
plant pleasant plants, and set out foreign
seedlings.

11 In the day of your planting, you hedge
it in. In the morning, you make your seed
blossom, but the harvest flees away in the
day of grief and of desperate sorrow.

12 Ah, the uproar of many peoples who
roar like the roaring of the seas; and the
rushingofnations that rush like the rushing
of mighty waters!

13Thenationswill rush like the rushingof
many waters, but he will rebuke them, and
they will flee far off, andwill be chased like
the chaff of themountains before the wind,
and like thewhirling dust before the storm.

14 At evening, behold, terror! Before the
morning, they are no more. This is the
portion of thosewhoplunder us, and the lot
of those who rob us.

18
1 Ah, the land of the rustling of wings,

which is beyond the rivers of Ethiopia;
2 that sends ambassadors by the sea, even

in vessels of papyrus on the waters, saying,
“Go, you swift messengers, to a nation tall
and smooth, to a people awesome from
their beginning onward, a nation that mea-
sures out and treads down, whose land the
rivers divide!”

3 All you inhabitants of the world, and
you dwellers on the earth, when a banner
is lifted up on the mountains, look! When
the trumpet is blown, listen!

4 For the LORD said to me, “I will be still,
and Iwill see inmydwellingplace, like clear
heat in sunshine, like a cloud of dew in the
heat of harvest.”

5 For before the harvest, when the blos-
som is over, and the flower becomes a
ripening grape, he will cut off the sprigs
with pruning hooks, and he will cut down
and take away the spreading branches.

6 They will be left together for the
ravenous birds of the mountains, and for
the animals of the earth. The ravenous
birds will eat them in the summer, and all
the animals of the earthwill eat them in the
winter.

7 In that time, a present will be brought
to the LORD of Armies from a people tall
and smooth, even from a people awesome
from their beginning onward, a nation that
measures out and treads down, whose land
the rivers divide, to the place of the name of
the LORD of Armies, Mount Zion.

19
1The burden of Egypt.
“Behold, the LORD rides on a swift cloud,

and comes to Egypt. The idols of Egypt will
tremble at his presence; and the heart of
Egypt will melt within it.

2 I will stir up the Egyptians against the
Egyptians, and they will fight everyone
against his brother, and everyone against
his neighbour; city against city, and king-
dom against kingdom.

3 The spirit of the Egyptians will fail
within them. I will destroy their counsel.
Theywill seek the idols, the charmers, those
who have familiar spirits, and the wizards.

4 I will give over the Egyptians into the
hand of a cruel lord. A fierce king will rule
over them,” says the Lord, GOD† of Armies.

5Thewaterswill fail from the sea, and the
river will be wasted and become dry.

6 The rivers will become foul. The
streams of Egypt will be diminished and

† 19:4: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew
,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh).
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dried up. The reeds and flags will wither
away.

7Themeadowsby theNile, by thebrinkof
the Nile, and all the sown fields of the Nile,
will become dry, be driven away, and be no
more.

8The fishermenwill lament, and all those
who fish in the Nile will mourn, and those
who spread nets on the waters will lan-
guish.

9 Moreover those who work in combed
flax, and those who weave white cloth, will
be confounded.

10The pillars will be broken in pieces. All
those who work for hire will be grieved in
soul.

11The princes of Zoan are utterly foolish.
The counsel of the wisest counsellors of
Pharaoh has become stupid. How do you
say toPharaoh, “I am the sonof thewise, the
son of ancient kings”?

12 Where then are your wise men? Let
them tell you now; and let them knowwhat
the LORD of Armies has purposed concern-
ing Egypt.

13The princes of Zoan have become fools.
The princes ofMemphis are deceived. They
have caused Egypt to go astray, those who
are the cornerstone of her tribes.

14 The LORD has mixed a spirit of per-
verseness in the middle of her; and they
have caused Egypt to go astray in all of its
works, like a drunken man staggers in his
vomit.

15 Neither shall there be any work for
Egypt, which head or tail, palm branch or
rush, may do.

16 In that day the Egyptians will be like
women. Theywill trembleand fearbecause
of the shaking of the LORD of Armies’s
hand, which he shakes over them.

17The land of Judah will become a terror
to Egypt. Everyone to whom mention is
made of it will be afraid, because of the
plans of the LORD of Armies, which he de-
termines against it.

18 In that day, there will be five cities in
the land of Egypt that speak the language of
Canaan, and swear to the LORD of Armies.
One will be called “The city of destruction.”

19 In that day, there will be an altar to the
LORD in themiddleof the landofEgypt, and
a pillar to the LORD at its border.

20 It will be for a sign and for a witness
to the LORD of Armies in the land of Egypt;
for they will cry to the LORD because of
oppressors, andhewill send thema saviour
and a defender, and he will deliver them.

21 The LORD will be known to Egypt, and
the Egyptians will know the LORD in that
day. Yes, they will worship with sacrifice

and offering, and will vow a vow to the
LORD, and will perform it.

22 The LORD will strike Egypt, striking
and healing. They will return to the LORD,
and he will be entreated by them, and will
heal them.

23 In that day there will be a highway out
of Egypt to Assyria, and the Assyrian shall
come into Egypt, and the Egyptian into As-
syria; and the Egyptians will worship with
the Assyrians.

24 In that day, Israel will be the third with
Egypt and with Assyria, a blessing within
the earth;

25 because the LORD of Armies has
blessed them, saying, “Blessed be Egypt my
people, Assyria the work of my hands, and
Israel my inheritance.”

20
1 In the year that Tartan came to Ashdod,

when Sargon the king of Assyria sent him,
and he fought against Ashdod and took it;

2 at that time the LORD spoke by Isaiah
the son of Amoz, saying, “Go, and loosen
the sackcloth from off your waist, and take
your sandals from off your feet.” He did so,
walking naked and barefoot.

3 The LORD said, “As my servant Isaiah
has walked naked and barefoot three years
for a sign and a wonder concerning Egypt
and concerning Ethiopia,

4 so the king of Assyria will lead away the
captives of Egypt and the exiles of Ethiopia,
young and old, naked and barefoot, and
with buttocks uncovered, to the shame of
Egypt.

5Theywill be dismayed and confounded,
because of Ethiopia their expectation, and
of Egypt their glory.

6 The inhabitants of this coast land will
say in that day, ‘Behold, this is our expecta-
tion, where we fled for help to be delivered
from the king of Assyria. And we, how will
we escape?’ ”

21
1The burden of the wilderness of the sea.
As whirlwinds in the South sweep

through, it comes from the wilderness,
from an awesome land.

2A grievous vision is declared to me. The
treacherous man deals treacherously, and
the destroyer destroys. Go up, Elam; attack!
I have stopped all of Media’s sighing.

3 Therefore my thighs are filled with an-
guish. Pains have seized me, like the pains
of a woman in labour. I am in somuch pain
that I can’t hear. I am so dismayed that I
can’t see.
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4Myheart flutters. Horror has frightened
me. The twilight that I desired has been
turned into trembling for me.

5 They prepare the table. They set the
watch. They eat. They drink. Rise up, you
princes, oil the shield!

6For the Lord said tome, “Go, set awatch-
man. Let him declare what he sees.

7 When he sees a troop, horsemen in
pairs, a troop of donkeys, a troop of camels,
he shall listen diligently with great atten-
tiveness.”

8He cried like a lion: “Lord, I stand con-
tinually on the watchtower in the daytime,
and every night I stay at my post.

9 Behold, here comes a troop of men,
horsemen in pairs.” He answered, “Fallen,
fallen is Babylon; and all the engraved im-
ages of her gods are broken to the ground.

10 You are my threshing, and the grain of
my floor!” That which I have heard from
theLORDofArmies, theGodof Israel, I have
declared to you.

11The burden of Dumah.
One calls to me out of Seir, “Watchman,

what of the night? Watchman, what of the
night?”

12 The watchman said, “The morning
comes, and also the night. If you will en-
quire, enquire. Come back again.”

13The burden on Arabia.
You will lodge in the thickets in Arabia,

you caravans of Dedanites.
14 They brought water to him who was

thirsty. The inhabitants of the land of Tema
met the fugitives with their bread.

15 For they fled away from the swords,
from the drawn sword, from the bent bow,
and from the heat of battle.

16For the Lord said tome, “Within a year,
as aworker bound by contract would count
it, all the glory of Kedar will fail,

17 and the residue of the number of the
archers, the mighty men of the children of
Kedar, will be few; for the LORD, the God of
Israel, has spoken it.”

22
1The burden of the valley of vision.
What ails you now, that you have all gone

up to the housetops?
2 You that are full of shouting, a tumul-

tuous city, a joyous town, your slain are not
slain with the sword, neither are they dead
in battle.

3All your rulers fled away together. They
were bound by the archers. All who were
found by you were bound together. They
fled far away.

4Therefore I said, “Look away fromme. I
will weep bitterly. Don’t labour to comfort
me for thedestructionof thedaughterofmy
people.

5For it is a day of confusion, and of tread-
ing down, and of perplexity from the Lord,
GOD† of Armies, in the valley of vision, a
breaking down of the walls, and a crying to
themountains.”

6Elam carried his quiver, with chariots of
men and horsemen; and Kir uncovered the
shield.

7 Your choicest valleys were full of char-
iots, and the horsemen set themselves in
array at the gate.

8He took away the covering of Judah; and
you looked in that day to the armour in the
house of the forest.

9 You saw the breaches of David’s city,
that they were many; and you gathered
together the waters of the lower pool.

10 You counted the houses of Jerusalem,
and you broke down the houses to fortify
the wall.

11You also made a reservoir between the
two walls for the water of the old pool. But
you didn’t look to him who had done this,
neither did you have respect for him who
planned it long ago.

12 In that day, the Lord, GOD‡ of Armies,
called toweeping, tomourning, tobaldness,
and to dressing in sackcloth;

13 and behold, there is joy and gladness,
killing cattle and killing sheep, eating meat
and drinkingwine: “Let’s eat and drink, for
tomorrowwewill die.”

14The LORD§ of Armies revealed himself
in my ears, “Surely this iniquity will not be
forgiven you until you die,” says the Lord,
GOD of Armies.

15 The Lord, GOD of Armies says, “Go, get
yourself to this treasurer, even to Shebna,
who is over the house, and say,

16 ‘What are you doing here? Who has
you here, that you have dug out a tomb
here?’ Cutting himself out a tomb on high,
chiselling a habitation for himself in the
rock!”

17 Behold, the LORD will overcome you
and hurl you away violently. Yes, he will
grasp you firmly.

† 22:5: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew
,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). ‡ 22:12: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is

the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). § 22:14: When rendered in
ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced
Yahweh).
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18 He will surely wind you around and
around, and throw you like a ball into a
large country. There youwill die, and there
the chariots of your glory will be, you dis-
grace of your lord’s house.

19 I will thrust you from your office. You
will be pulled down from your station.

20 It will happen in that day that I will call
my servant Eliakim the son of Hilkiah,

21 and I will clothe him with your robe,
and strengthen him with your belt. I will
commit your government into his hand;
and he will be a father to the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, and to the house of Judah.

22 I will lay the key of David’s house on
his shoulder. He will open, and no one will
shut. He will shut, and no one will open.

23 I will fasten him like a nail in a sure
place. He will be for a throne of glory to his
father’s house.

24 They will hang on him all the glory of
his father’s house, the offspring and the is-
sue, every small vessel, from the cups even
to all the pitchers.

25 “In that day,” says the LORD of Armies,
“the nail that was fastened in a sure place
will give way. It will be cut down and fall.
The burden thatwas on it will be cut off, for
the LORD has spoken it.”

23
1The burden of Tyre.
Howl, you ships of Tarshish! For it is laid

waste, so that there is no house, no entering
in. From the land of Kittim it is revealed to
them.

2 Be still, you inhabitants of the coast,
youwhom themerchants of Sidon that pass
over the sea have replenished.

3On great waters, the seed of the Shihor,
the harvest of the Nile, was her revenue.
She was themarket of nations.

4 Be ashamed, Sidon; for the sea has spo-
ken, the stronghold of the sea, saying, “I
have not travailed, nor given birth, neither
have I nourished young men, nor brought
up virgins.”

5 When the report comes to Egypt, they
will be in anguish at the report of Tyre.

6Pass over to Tarshish! Wail, you inhabi-
tants of the coast!

7 Is this your joyous city, whose antiquity
is of ancientdays,whose feet carriedher far
away to travel?

8 Who has planned this against Tyre,
the giver of crowns, whose merchants are
princes, whose traders are the honourable
of the earth?

9 The LORD of Armies has planned it, to
stain the pride of all glory, to bring into
contempt all the honourable of the earth.

10 Pass through your land like the Nile,
daughter of Tarshish. There is no restraint
anymore.

11 He has stretched out his hand over
the sea. He has shaken the kingdoms.
The LORD has ordered the destruction of
Canaan’s strongholds.

12He said, “You shall rejoice nomore, you
oppressed virgin daughter of Sidon. Arise,
pass over to Kittim. Even there you will
have no rest.”

13Behold, the land of the Chaldeans. This
people didn’t exist. The Assyrians founded
it for those who dwell in the wilderness.
They set up their towers. They overthrew
its palaces. Theymade it a ruin.

14 Howl, you ships of Tarshish, for your
stronghold is laid waste!

15 Itwill come to pass in that day that Tyre
will be forgotten seventy years, according
to the days of one king. After the end of
seventy years it will be to Tyre like in the
song of the prostitute.

16 Take a harp; go about the city, you
prostitute that has been forgotten. Make
sweet melody. Sing many songs, that you
may be remembered.

17 It will happen after the end of seventy
years that the LORDwill visit Tyre. She will
return to her wages, and will play the pros-
titute with all the kingdoms of the world on
the surface of the earth.

18 Her merchandise and her wages will
be holiness to the LORD. It will not be trea-
sured nor laid up; for hermerchandise will
be for those who dwell before the LORD, to
eat sufficiently, and for durable clothing.

24
1 Behold, the LORD makes the earth

empty, makes it waste, turns it upside
down, and scatters its inhabitants.

2 It will be as with the people, so with
the priest; as with the servant, so with his
master; as with the maid, so with her mis-
tress; as with the buyer, so with the seller;
as with the creditor, so with the debtor; as
with the taker of interest, so with the giver
of interest.

3 The earth will be utterly emptied and
utterly laid waste; for the LORD has spoken
this word.

4 The earth mourns and fades away. The
world languishes and fades away. The lofty
people of the earth languish.

5 The earth also is polluted under its in-
habitants, because they have transgressed
the laws, violated the statutes, and broken
the everlasting covenant.

6 Therefore the curse has devoured the
earth, and those who dwell therein are
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found guilty. Therefore the inhabitants of
the earth are burnt, and fewmen are left.

7 The new wine mourns. The vine lan-
guishes. All the merry-hearted sigh.

8 The mirth of tambourines ceases. The
sound of those who rejoice ends. The joy of
the harp ceases.

9 They will not drink wine with a song.
Strong drink will be bitter to those who
drink it.

10 The confused city is broken down. Ev-
ery house is shut up, that nomanmay come
in.

11There is a crying in the streets because
of the wine. All joy is darkened. The mirth
of the land is gone.

12 The city is left in desolation, and the
gate is struck with destruction.

13 For it will be so within the earth
amongst the peoples, as the shaking of an
olive tree, as the gleanings when the vin-
tage is done.

14These shall lift up their voice. Theywill
shout for themajesty of the LORD. They cry
aloud from the sea.

15 Therefore glorify the LORD in the east,
even the name of the LORD, the God of
Israel, in the islands of the sea!

16 From the uttermost part of the earth
have we heard songs. Glory to the righ-
teous!
But I said, “I pine away! I pine away!

woe is me!” The treacherous have dealt
treacherously. Yes, the treacherous have
dealt very treacherously.

17 Fear, the pit, and the snare are on you
who inhabit the earth.

18 It will happen that he who flees from
thenoise of the fearwill fall into thepit; and
hewho comesupout of themiddle of thepit
will be taken in the snare; for the windows
on high are opened, and the foundations of
the earth tremble.

19 The earth is utterly broken. The earth
is torn apart. The earth is shaken violently.

20 The earth will stagger like a drunken
man, and will sway back and forth like a
hammock. Its disobedience will be heavy
on it, and it will fall and not rise again.

21 Itwill happen in that day that the LORD
will punish the army of the high ones on
high, and thekings of the earthon the earth.

22They will be gathered together, as pris-
oners are gathered in the pit, and will be
shut up in the prison; and after many days
they will be visited.

23Then themoonwill be confounded, and
the sun ashamed; for the LORD of Armies
will reign on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem;
and glory will be before his elders.

25
1 The LORD, you are my God. I will exalt

you! I will praise your name, for you have
donewonderful things, thingsplanned long
ago, in complete faithfulness and truth.

2 For you have made a city into a heap,
a fortified city into a ruin, a palace of
strangers to be no city. It will never be built.

3 Therefore a strong people will glorify
you. A city of awesome nations will fear
you.

4 For you have been a stronghold to the
poor, a stronghold to the needy in his dis-
tress, a refuge from the storm, a shade from
theheat,when theblast of thedreadedones
is like a storm against the wall.

5As the heat in a dry place you will bring
down the noise of strangers; as the heat by
the shadeof a cloud, the songof thedreaded
ones will be brought low.

6 In this mountain, the LORD of Armies
willmakeall peoplesa feast of choicemeat,†
a feast of choicewines, of choicemeat full of
marrow, of well refined choice wines.

7Hewill destroy in thismountain the sur-
face of the covering that covers all peoples,
and the veil that is spread over all nations.

8Hehas swallowedupdeath forever! The
Lord GOD will wipe away tears from off
all faces. He will take the reproach of his
people away from off all the earth, for the
LORD has spoken it.

9 It shall be said in that day, “Behold, this
is our God! We have waited for him, and
he will save us! This is the LORD! We have
waited for him. We will be glad and rejoice
in his salvation!”

10 For the LORD’s hand will rest in this
mountain.
Moab will be trodden down in his place,

even like straw is trodden down in the wa-
ter of the dunghill.

11 He will spread out his hands in the
middleof it, likeonewhoswimsspreadsout
hands to swim, but his pride will be hum-
bled together with the craft of his hands.

12Hehasbrought thehigh fortressofyour
walls down, laid low, and brought to the
ground, even to the dust.

26
1 In that day, this song will be sung in the

land of Judah:
“We have a strong city.

God appoints salvation for walls and
bulwarks.

2 Open the gates, that the righteous nation
may enter:

the one which keeps faith.
† 25:6: literally, fat things
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3You will keep whoever’s mind is steadfast
in perfect peace,

because he trusts in you.
4Trust in the LORD† forever;

for in the LORD,‡ the LORD, is an ever-
lasting Rock.

5For he has brought down those who dwell
on high, the lofty city.

He lays it low.
He lays it low even to the ground.
He brings it even to the dust.

6The foot shall tread it down,
even the feet of the poor
and the steps of the needy.”

7The way of the just is uprightness.
You who are upright make the path of
the righteous level.

8Yes, in the way of your judgements, LORD,
we have waited for you.

Your name and your renown are the
desire of our soul.

9 With my soul I have desired you in the
night.

Yes, withmy spiritwithinme Iwill seek
you earnestly;

for when your judgements are in the
earth, the inhabitants of the world
learn righteousness.

10Let favour be shown to the wicked,
yet he will not learn righteousness.

In the land of uprightness he will deal
wrongfully,

and will not see the LORD’s majesty.

11 LORD, your hand is lifted up, yet they
don’t see;

but they will see your zeal for the peo-
ple and be disappointed.

Yes, fire will consume your adver-
saries.

12LORD, you will ordain peace for us,
for you have also done all our work for
us.

13 LORD our God, other lords besides you
have had dominion over us,

but we will only acknowledge your
name.

14The dead shall not live.
The departed spirits shall not rise.

Therefore you have visited and destroyed
them,

and caused all memory of them to per-
ish.

15You have increased the nation, O LORD.
You have increased the nation!

You are glorified!
Youhaveenlargedall theborders of the
land.

16LORD, in trouble they have visited you.
They poured out a prayer when your
chastening was on them.

17 Just as a woman with child, who draws
near the time of her delivery,

is in pain and cries out in her pangs,
so we have been before you, LORD.

18We have been with child.
We have been in pain.

We gave birth, it seems, only to wind.
Wehavenotworkedanydeliverance in
the earth;

neither have the inhabitants of the
world fallen.

19Your dead shall live.
Their dead bodies shall arise.

Awake and sing, you who dwell in the dust;
for your dew is like the dew of herbs,
and the earthwill cast out the departed
spirits.

20Come, my people, enter into your rooms,
and shut your doors behind you.

Hide yourself for a little moment,
until the indignation is past.

21 For, behold, the LORD comes out of his
place to punish the inhabitants of the
earth for their iniquity.

The earth also will disclose her blood,
and will no longer cover her slain.

27
1 In that day, the LORD with his

hard and great and strong sword will
punish leviathan, the fleeing serpent, and
leviathan, the twisted serpent; and he will
kill the dragon that is in the sea.

2 In that day, sing to her, “A pleasant
vineyard!

3 I, the LORD, am its keeper. I will water
it every moment. Lest anyone damage it, I
will keep it night and day.

4Wrath is not in me, but if I should find
briers and thorns, I would do battle! I
would march on them and I would burn
them together.

5Or else let him take hold of my strength,
that he may make peace with me. Let him
make peace withme.”

6 In days to come, Jacob will take root.
Israel will blossom and bud. They will fill
the surface of the world with fruit.

7 Has he struck them as he struck those
who struck them? Or are they killed like
those who killed themwere killed?

8 In measure, when you send them away,
you contend with them. He has removed
them with his rough blast in the day of the
east wind.

† 26:4: LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short
form יה Yah. ‡ 26:4: Hebrew: יה Yah
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9 Therefore by this the iniquity of Jacob
will be forgiven, and this is all the fruit of
taking away his sin: that he makes all the
stones of the altar as chalk stones that are
beaten in pieces, so that the Asherah poles
and the incense altars shall rise nomore.

10For the fortified city is solitary, ahabita-
tion deserted and forsaken, like the wilder-
ness. The calf will feed there, and there he
will lie down, and consume its branches.

11Whenitsboughsarewithered, theywill
be broken off. The women will come and
set them on fire, for they are a people of
no understanding. Therefore he whomade
them will not have compassion on them,
andhewho formed themwill showthemno
favour.

12 Itwill happen in that day that the LORD
will thresh from the flowing stream of the
Euphrates to the brook of Egypt; and you
will be gathered one by one, children of
Israel.

13 It will happen in that day that a great
trumpetwill be blown; and thosewhowere
ready to perish in the land of Assyria, and
those who were outcasts in the land of
Egypt, shall come; and theywillworship the
LORD in the holy mountain at Jerusalem.

28
1Woe to the crown of pride of the drunk-

ards of Ephraim, and to the fading flower of
his glorious beauty, which is on the head of
the fertile valley of thosewhoare overcome
with wine!

2Behold, the Lord has one who is mighty
and strong. Like a storm of hail, a destroy-
ing storm, and like a stormofmightywaters
overflowing, he will cast them down to the
earth with his hand.

3 The crown of pride of the drunkards of
Ephraimwill be trodden under foot.

4The fading flower of his glorious beauty,
which is on the head of the fertile valley,
shall be like thefirst-ripefigbefore the sum-
mer, which someone picks and eats as soon
as he sees it.

5 In that day, the LORD of Armies will
become a crown of glory and a diadem of
beauty to the residue of his people,

6 and a spirit of justice to him who sits in
judgement, and strength to those who turn
back the battle at the gate.

7 They also reel with wine, and stagger
with strong drink. The priest and the
prophet reel with strong drink. They are
swallowed up by wine. They stagger with
strong drink. They err in vision. They
stumble in judgement.

8For all tables are completely full of filthy
vomit and filthiness.

9 Whom will he teach knowledge? To
whom will he explain the message? Those
who are weaned from the milk, and drawn
from the breasts?

10 For it is precept on precept, precept on
precept; line on line, line on line; here a
little, there a little.

11 But he will speak to this nation with
stammering lips and in another language,

12 to whom he said, “This is the resting
place. Give rest to the weary,” and “This is
the refreshing;” yet they would not hear.

13 Therefore the LORD’s word will be to
them precept on precept, precept on pre-
cept; line on line, line on line; here a little,
there a little; that they may go, fall back-
ward, be broken, be snared, and be taken.

14 Therefore hear the LORD’s word, you
scoffers, that rule this people in Jerusalem:

15“Because youhave said, ‘Wehavemade
a covenantwith death, andwe are in agree-
ment with Sheol.† When the overflowing
scourge passes through, itwon’t come to us;
for we have made lies our refuge, and we
have hidden ourselves under falsehood.’ ”

16 Therefore the Lord GOD says, “Behold,
I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a
tried stone, a precious cornerstone of a sure
foundation. He who believes shall not act
hastily.

17 I will make justice the measuring line,
and righteousness the plumb line. The hail
will sweep away the refuge of lies, and the
waters will overflow the hiding place.

18 Your covenant with death shall be an-
nulled, and your agreement with Sheol‡
shall not stand. When the overflowing
scourge passes through, then you will be
trampled down by it.

19 As often as it passes through, it will
seize you; for morning by morning it will
pass through, by day and by night; and it
will benothingbut terror to understand the
message.”

20 For the bed is too short to stretch out
on, and the blanket is too narrow to wrap
oneself in.

21 For the LORD will rise up as on Mount
Perazim. He will be angry as in the valley
of Gibeon; that he may do his work, his
unusual work, and bring to pass his act, his
extraordinary act.

22 Now therefore don’t be scoffers, lest
your bonds be made strong; for I have
heard a decree of destruction from the
Lord, GOD§ of Armies, on the whole earth.

† 28:15: Sheol is the place of the dead. ‡ 28:18: Sheol is the place of the dead. § 28:22: When rendered in
ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced
Yahweh).
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23 Give ear, and hear my voice! Listen,
and hear my speech!

24 Does he who ploughs to sow plough
continually? Does he keep turning the soil
and breaking the clods?

25 When he has levelled its surface,
doesn’t he plant the dill, and scatter the
cumin seed, and put in the wheat in rows,
the barley in the appointed place, and the
spelt in its place?

26ForhisGod instructs him in right judge-
ment and teaches him.

27 For the dill isn’t threshed with a sharp
instrument, neither is a cart wheel turned
over the cumin; but the dill is beaten out
with a stick, and the cumin with a rod.

28Bread flour must be ground; so he will
not always be threshing it. Although he
drives the wheel of his threshing cart over
it, his horses don’t grind it.

29 This also comes out from the LORD of
Armies, who is wonderful in counsel, and
excellent in wisdom.

29
1Woe toAriel! Ariel, the citywhereDavid

encamped! Add year to year; let the feasts
come around;

2 then I will distress Ariel, and there will
bemourning and lamentation. She shall be
to me as an altar hearth.†

3 I will encamp against you all around
you, and will lay siege against you with
posted troops. I will raise siege works
against you.

4 You will be brought down, and will
speak out of the ground. Your speech will
mumble out of the dust. Your voice will be
as of onewhohas a familiar spirit, out of the
ground, andyourspeechwillwhisperoutof
the dust.

5 But the multitude of your foes will be
like fine dust, and themultitude of the ruth-
less ones like chaff that blows away. Yes, it
will be in an instant, suddenly.

6 She will be visited by the LORD of
Armies with thunder, with earthquake,
with great noise, with whirlwind and
storm, and with the flame of a devouring
fire.

7 The multitude of all the nations that
fight against Ariel, even all who fight
against her and her stronghold, and who
distress her, will be like a dream, a vision of
the night.

8 It will be like when a hungry man
dreams, andbehold, he eats; but he awakes,
andhis hunger isn’t satisfied; or likewhena
thirsty man dreams, and behold, he drinks;
but he awakes, and behold, he is faint, and
he is still thirsty. The multitude of all the

nations that fight against Mount Zion will
be like that.

9 Pause and wonder! Blind yourselves
and be blind! They are drunken, but not
with wine; they stagger, but not with strong
drink.

10 For the LORD has poured out on you
a spirit of deep sleep, and has closed your
eyes, the prophets; andhehas covered your
heads, the seers.

11 All vision has become to you like the
words of a book that is sealed, which men
deliver to one who is educated, saying,
“Read this, please;” and he says, “I can’t, for
it is sealed;”

12 and the book is delivered to one who
is not educated, saying, “Read this, please;”
and he says, “I can’t read.”

13 The Lord said, “Because this people
draws near with their mouth and honours
me with their lips, but they have removed
theirheart far fromme, and their fearofme
is a commandment of men which has been
taught;

14 therefore, behold, I will proceed to do a
marvellouswork amongst this people, even
a marvellous work and a wonder; and the
wisdom of their wise men will perish, and
the understanding of their prudent men
will be hidden.”

15 Woe to those who deeply hide their
counsel from the LORD, and whose deeds
are in thedark, andwho say, “Whoseesus?”
and “Who knows us?”

16 You turn things upside down! Should
the potter be thought to be like clay, that
the thing made should say about him who
made it, “He didn’t make me;” or the thing
formed say of him who formed it, “He has
no understanding”?

17 Isn’t it yet a very little while, and
Lebanon will be turned into a fruitful field,
and the fruitful field will be regarded as a
forest?

18 In that day, the deafwill hear thewords
of thebook, and theeyesof theblindwill see
out of obscurity and out of darkness.

19The humble also will increase their joy
in theLORD, and thepooramongstmenwill
rejoice in the Holy One of Israel.

20 For the ruthless is brought to nothing,
and the scoffer ceases, andall thosewhoare
alert to do evil are cut off—

21who cause a person to be indicted by a
word, and lay a snare for onewho reproves
in the gate, andwhodeprive the innocent of
justice with false testimony.

22 Therefore the LORD, who redeemed
Abraham, says concerning the house of Ja-

† 29:2: or, Ariel
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cob: “Jacob shall no longer be ashamed,
neither shall his face grow pale.

23Butwhenhe sees his children, thework
ofmy hands, in themiddle of him, they will
sanctifymyname. Yes, theywill sanctify the
Holy One of Jacob, and will stand in awe of
the God of Israel.

24 They also who err in spirit will come
to understanding, and those who grumble
will receive instruction.”

30
1 “Woe to the rebellious children”, says

the LORD, “who take counsel, but not from
me; andwhomake an alliance, but notwith
my Spirit, that theymay add sin to sin;

2who set out to go down into Egypt with-
out asking for my advice, to strengthen
themselves in the strength of Pharaoh, and
to take refuge in the shadow of Egypt!

3 Therefore the strength of Pharaoh will
be your shame, and the refuge in the
shadow of Egypt your confusion.

4 For their princes are at Zoan, and their
ambassadors have come to Hanes.

5 They shall all be ashamed because of a
people that can’t profit them, that are not
a help nor profit, but a shame, and also a
reproach.”

6The burden of the animals of the South.
Through the land of trouble and anguish,

of the lioness and the lion, the viper and
fiery flying serpent, they carry their riches
on the shoulders of young donkeys, and
their treasures on the humps of camels, to
an unprofitable people.

7 For Egypt helps in vain, and to no pur-
pose; therefore Ihave calledherRahabwho
sits still.

8Now go, write it before them on a tablet,
and inscribe it in a book, that it may be for
the time to come forever and ever.

9 For it is a rebellious people, lying chil-
dren, childrenwhowill not hear theLORD’s
law;

10 who tell the seers, “Don’t see!” and
the prophets, “Don’t prophesy to us right
things. Tell us pleasant things. Prophesy
deceits.

11Get out of the way. Turn away from the
path. Cause the Holy One of Israel to cease
from before us.”

12 Therefore the Holy One of Israel says,
“Becauseyoudespise thisword, and trust in
oppression and perverseness, and rely on
it,

13 therefore this iniquity shall be to you
like a breach ready to fall, swelling out in a
high wall, whose breaking comes suddenly
in an instant.

14 He will break it as a potter’s vessel is
broken, breaking it in pieces without spar-
ing, so that there won’t be found amongst
the broken pieces a piece good enough to
take fire from the hearth, or to dip upwater
out of the cistern.”

15 For thus said the Lord GOD, the Holy
One of Israel, “You will be saved in return-
ing and rest. Your strength will be in quiet-
ness and in confidence.” You refused,

16 but you said, “No, for we will flee on
horses;” therefore you will flee; and, “We
will ride on the swift;” therefore those who
pursue you will be swift.

17One thousand will flee at the threat of
one. At the threat of five, you will flee until
you are left like a beacon on the top of a
mountain, and like a banner on a hill.

18 Therefore the LORD will wait, that he
may be gracious to you; and therefore he
will be exalted, that he may have mercy on
you, for theLORD isaGodof justice. Blessed
are all those whowait for him.

19 For the people will dwell in Zion at
Jerusalem. You will weep no more. He will
surelybegracious toyouat thevoiceofyour
cry. When he hears you, he will answer
you.

20 Though the Lord may give you the
bread of adversity and the water of afflic-
tion, yet your teachers won’t be hidden any
more, but your eyes will see your teachers;

21 and when you turn to the right hand,
andwhenyou turn to the left, your earswill
hear a voice behind you, saying, “This is the
way. Walk in it.”

22 You shall defile the overlaying of your
engraved images of silver, and the plating
of your molten images of gold. You shall
cast them away as an unclean thing. You
shall tell it, “Go away!”

23Hewill give the rain for your seed, with
which you will sow the ground; and bread
of the increase of the ground will be rich
and plentiful. In that day, your livestock
will feed in large pastures.

24 The oxen likewise and the young don-
keys that till the ground will eat savoury
feed, which has been winnowed with the
shovel and with the fork.

25 There will be brooks and streams of
wateronevery loftymountainandonevery
high hill in the day of the great slaughter,
when the towers fall.

26Moreover the light of the moon will be
like the light of the sun, and the light of
the sun will be seven times brighter, like
the light of seven days, in the day that the
LORD binds up the fracture of his people,
andheals thewound theywere struckwith.

27 Behold, the LORD’s name comes from
far away, burning with his anger, and in
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thick rising smoke. His lips are full of indig-
nation. His tongue is as a devouring fire.

28His breath is as an overflowing stream
that reaches even to the neck, to sift the
nations with the sieve of destruction. A
bridle that leads to ruin will be in the jaws
of the peoples.

29 You will have a song, as in the night
when a holy feast is kept, and gladness of
heart, aswhenone goeswith aflute to come
to the LORD’s mountain, to Israel’s Rock.

30 The LORD will cause his glorious voice
to beheard, andwill show thedescent of his
arm, with the indignation of his anger and
the flame of a devouring fire, with a blast,
storm, and hailstones.

31 For through the LORD’s voice the As-
syrian will be dismayed. He will strike him
with his rod.

32Every stroke of the rod of punishment,
which theLORDwill layonhim,will bewith
the sound of tambourines and harps. He
will fight with them in battles, brandishing
weapons.

33 For his burning place has long been
ready. Yes, it is prepared for the king. He
has made its pyre deep and large with fire
and much wood. The LORD’s breath, like a
stream of sulphur, kindles it.

31
1 Woe to those who go down to Egypt for

help,
and rely on horses,
and trust in chariots because they are
many,

and in horsemenbecause they are very
strong,

but they don’t look to the Holy One of
Israel,

and they don’t seek the LORD!
2Yet he also is wise, and will bring disaster,

and will not call back his words, but
will arise against the house of the
evildoers,

and against the help of thosewhowork
iniquity.

3Now the Egyptians are men, and not God;
and their horses flesh, and not spirit.

When theLORDstretchesouthishand, both
he who helps shall stumble,

and he who is helped shall fall,
and they all shall be consumed to-
gether.

4For the LORD says to me,
“As the lion and the young lion growling

over his prey,
if a multitude of shepherds is called
together against him,

will not be dismayed at their voice,
nor abase himself for their noise,

so the LORD of Armies will come down
to fight on Mount Zion and on its
heights.

5As birds hovering, so the LORD of Armies
will protect Jerusalem.

He will protect and deliver it.
He will pass over and preserve it.”

6 Return to him from whom you have
deeply revolted, children of Israel.

7 For in that day everyone shall cast away
his idols of silver and his idols of gold—sin
which your own hands havemade for you.

8 “The Assyrian will fall by the sword, not
of man;

and the sword, not of mankind, shall
devour him.

He will flee from the sword,
and his youngmenwill become subject
to forced labour.

9His rockwill pass awayby reasonof terror,
and his princes will be afraid of the
banner,”

says the LORD, whose fire is in Zion,
and his furnace in Jerusalem.

32
1Behold, aking shall reign in righteousness,

and princes shall rule in justice.
2A man shall be as a hiding place from the

wind,
and a covert from the storm,
as streams of water in a dry place,
as the shade of a large rock in a weary
land.

3The eyes of those who see will not be dim,
and the ears of those who hear will
listen.

4 The heart of the rash will understand
knowledge,

and the tongue of the stammerers will
be ready to speak plainly.

5The fool will no longer be called noble,
nor the scoundrel be highly respected.

6For the fool will speak folly,
and his heart will work iniquity,
to practise profanity,
and to utter error against the LORD,
to make empty the soul of the hungry,
and to cause the drink of the thirsty to
fail.

7The ways of the scoundrel are evil.
He devises wicked plans to destroy the
humble with lying words,

even when the needy speaks right.
8But the noble devises noble things,

and he will continue in noble things.

9Rise up, youwomenwho are at ease! Hear
my voice!

You careless daughters, give ear to my
speech!
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10 For days beyond a year you will be trou-
bled, you careless women;

for the vintage will fail.
The harvest won’t come.

11Tremble, you womenwho are at ease!
Be troubled, you careless ones!
Strip yourselves, make yourselves
naked,

and put sackcloth on your waist.
12Beat your breasts for the pleasant fields,

for the fruitful vine.
13 Thorns and briers will come up on my

people’s land;
yes, onall thehousesof joy in the joyous
city.

14For the palace will be forsaken.
The populous city will be deserted.
The hill and the watchtower will be for
dens forever,

a delight for wild donkeys,
a pasture of flocks,

15 until the Spirit is poured on us from on
high,

and the wilderness becomes a fruitful
field,

and the fruitful field is considered a
forest.

16Then justice will dwell in the wilderness;
and righteousness will remain in the
fruitful field.

17The work of righteousness will be peace,
and the effect of righteousness, quiet-
ness and confidence forever.

18My people will live in a peaceful habita-
tion,

in safe dwellings,
and in quiet resting places,

19 though hail flattens the forest,
and the city is levelled completely.

20 Blessed are you who sow beside all wa-
ters,

who send out the feet of the ox and the
donkey.

33
1Woe to you who destroy, but you weren’t

destroyed,
and who betray, but nobody betrayed
you!

When you have finished destroying, you
will be destroyed;

and when you have finished betrayal,
you will be betrayed.

2 LORD, be gracious to us. We have waited
for you.

Be our strength everymorning,
our salvationalso in the timeof trouble.

3 At the noise of the thunder, the peoples
have fled.

When you lift yourself up, the nations
are scattered.

4Your plunderwill be gathered as the cater-
pillar gathers.

Menwill leap on it as locusts leap.
5The LORD is exalted, for he dwells onhigh.

He has filled Zionwith justice and righ-
teousness.

6 There will be stability in your times,
abundance of salvation, wisdom,
and knowledge.

The fear of the LORD is your treasure.

7Behold, their valiant ones cry outside;
the ambassadors of peace weep bit-
terly.

8The highways are desolate.
The travelling man ceases.
The covenant is broken.
He has despised the cities.
He doesn’t respect man.

9The landmourns and languishes.
Lebanon is confounded and withers
away.

Sharon is like a desert, and Bashan and
Carmel are stripped bare.

10 “Now I will arise,” says the LORD.
“Now I will lift myself up.
Now I will be exalted.

11Youwill conceive chaff.
You will give birth to stubble.
Your breath is a fire that will devour
you.

12 The peoples will be like the burning of
lime,

like thorns that are cut downandburnt
in the fire.

13 Hear, you who are far off, what I have
done;

and, you who are near, acknowledge
mymight.”

14The sinners in Zion are afraid.
Trembling has seized the godless ones.

Who amongst us can live with the devour-
ing fire?

Who amongst us can livewith everlast-
ing burning?

15Hewhowalks righteously
and speaks blamelessly,
he who despises the gain of oppres-
sions,

who gestures with his hands, refusing
to take a bribe,

who stops his ears from hearing of
bloodshed,

and shutshis eyes from lookingat evil—
16he will dwell on high.

His place of defencewill be the fortress
of rocks.

His bread will be supplied.
His waters will be sure.
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17Your eyes will see the king in his beauty.
They will see a distant land.

18Your heart will meditate on the terror.
Where is he who counted?
Where is he whoweighed?
Where is he who counted the towers?

19Youwill no longer see the fierce people,
a people of a deep speech that you can’t
comprehend,

with a strange language that you can’t
understand.

20 Look at Zion, the city of our appointed
festivals.

Your eyes will see Jerusalem, a quiet
habitation,

a tent that won’t be removed.
Its stakes will never be plucked up,

nor will any of its cords be broken.
21 But there the LORD will be with us in

majesty,
a place of wide rivers and streams,
in which no galley with oars will go,
neither will any gallant ship pass by
there.

22For the LORD is our judge.
The LORD is our lawgiver.
The LORD is our king.
He will save us.

23Your rigging is untied.
They couldn’t strengthen the foot of
their mast.

They couldn’t spread the sail.
Then the prey of a great plunder was di-

vided.
The lame took the prey.

24The inhabitant won’t say, “I am sick.”
The people who dwell therein will be
forgiven their iniquity.

34
1Come near, you nations, to hear!

Listen, you peoples.
Let the earth and all it contains hear,
the world, and everything that comes
from it.

2 For the LORD is enraged against all the
nations,

and angry with all their armies.
He has utterly destroyed them.

He has given them over for slaughter.
3Their slain will also be cast out,

and the stench of their dead bodieswill
come up.

Themountains will melt in their blood.
4All of the army of the skywill be dissolved.

The sky will be rolled up like a scroll,
and all its armies will fade away,

as a leaf fades from off a vine or a fig
tree.

5Formy sword has drunk its fill in the sky.
Behold, it will come down on Edom,
and on the people of my curse, for
judgement.

6The LORD’s sword is filled with blood.
It is covered with fat, with the blood of
lambs and goats,

with the fat of the kidneys of rams;
for the LORD has a sacrifice in Bozrah,
and a great slaughter in the land of
Edom.

7The wild oxen will come downwith them,
and the young bulls with the mighty
bulls;

and their land will be drunken with
blood,

and their dust made greasy with fat.

8For the LORD has a day of vengeance,
a year of recompense for the cause of
Zion.

9 Its streams will be turned into pitch,
its dust into sulphur,
and its landwill become burning pitch.

10 It won’t be quenched night or day.
Its smoke will go up forever.
From generation to generation, it will
lie waste.

No onewill pass through it forever and
ever.

11 But the pelican and the porcupine will
possess it.

The owl and the raven will dwell in it.
He will stretch the line of confusion over it,

and the plumb line of emptiness.
12 They shall call its nobles to the kingdom,

but none shall be there;
and all its princes shall be nothing.

13Thorns will come up in its palaces,
nettles and thistles in its fortresses;
and it will be a habitation of jackals,
a court for ostriches.

14 The wild animals of the desert will meet
with the wolves,

and the wild goat will cry to his fellow.
Yes, the night creature† shall settle there,

and shall find herself a place of rest.
15Thearrowsnakewillmakehernest there,

and lay, hatch, and gather under her
shade.

Yes, the kites will be gathered there,
every one with her mate.

16Search in the book of the LORD, and read:
not one of these will be missing.
None will lack her mate.
For mymouth has commanded,
and his Spirit has gathered them.

† 34:14: literally, lilith, which could also be a night demon or night monster
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17He has cast the lot for them,
and his hand has divided it to them
with ameasuring line.

They shall possess it forever.
From generation to generation they
will dwell in it.

35
1 The wilderness and the dry land will be

glad.
The desertwill rejoice andblossom like
a rose.

2 It will blossom abundantly,
and rejoice even with joy and singing.
Lebanon’s glory will be given to it,
the excellence of Carmel and Sharon.
They will see the LORD’s glory,
the excellence of our God.

3 Strengthen the weak hands,
andmake the feeble knees firm.

4 Tell those who have a fearful heart, “Be
strong!

Don’t be afraid!
Behold, your God will come with

vengeance, God’s retribution.
He will come and save you.

5Then the eyes of the blind will be opened,
and the ears of the deaf will be un-
stopped.

6Then the lamemanwill leap like a deer,
and the tongue of themute will sing;
for waters will break out in the wilder-
ness,

and streams in the desert.
7The burning sand will become a pool,

and the thirsty ground springs of wa-
ter.

Grass with reeds and rushes will be in
the habitation of jackals, where they
lay.

8A highwaywill be there, a road,
and it will be called “The HolyWay”.

The unclean shall not pass over it,
but it will be for those who walk in the
Way.

Wicked fools shall not go there.
9No lion will be there,

nor will any ravenous animal go up on
it.

They will not be found there;
but the redeemedwill walk there.

10 Then the LORD’s ransomed ones will re-
turn,

and comewith singing to Zion;
and everlasting joy will be on their
heads.

They will obtain gladness and joy,
and sorrow and sighingwill flee away.”

36
1 Now in the fourteenth year of King

Hezekiah, Sennacherib king of Assyria at-
tacked all of the fortified cities of Judah and
captured them.

2ThekingofAssyria sentRabshakeh from
Lachish to Jerusalem toKingHezekiahwith
a large army. He stood by the aqueduct
from the upper pool in the fuller’s field
highway.

3 Then Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, who
was over the household, and Shebna the
scribe, and Joah, the son of Asaph the
recorder came out to him.

4 Rabshakeh said to them, “Now tell
Hezekiah, ‘The great king, the king of As-
syria, says, “What confidence is this in
which you trust?

5 I say that your counsel and strength for
thewar are only vainwords. Now inwhom
do you trust, that you have rebelled against
me?

6 Behold, you trust in the staff of this
bruised reed, even in Egypt, which if a man
leanson it, itwill go intohishandandpierce
it. So is Pharaoh king of Egypt to all who
trust in him.

7But if you tell me, ‘We trust in the LORD
our God,’ isn’t that he whose high places
andwhose altars Hezekiah has taken away,
andhas said to Judahand to Jerusalem, ‘You
shall worship before this altar’?”

8Now therefore, please make a pledge to
my master the king of Assyria, and I will
give you two thousand horses, if you are
able on your part to set riders on them.

9 How then can you turn away the face
of one captain of the least of my master’s
servants, and put your trust in Egypt for
chariots and for horsemen?

10Have I come up nowwithout the LORD
against this land to destroy it? The LORD
said to me, “Go up against this land, and
destroy it.” ’ ”

11 Then Eliakim, Shebna and Joah said to
Rabshakeh, “Please speak to your servants
in Aramaic, for we understand it. Don’t
speak to us in the Jews’ language in the
hearing of the people who are on the wall.”

12 But Rabshakeh said, “Has my master
sent me only to your master and to you, to
speak these words, and not to the menwho
sit on the wall, who will eat their own dung
and drink their own urine with you?”

13 Then Rabshakeh stood, and called out
with a loud voice in the Jews’ language, and
said, “Hear the words of the great king, the
king of Assyria!

14 The king says, ‘Don’t let Hezekiah de-
ceive you; for he will not be able to deliver
you.
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15Don’t letHezekiahmakeyou trust in the
LORD, saying, “TheLORDwill surelydeliver
us. This city won’t be given into the hand of
the king of Assyria.” ’

16 Don’t listen to Hezekiah, for the king
of Assyria says, ‘Make your peace with me,
and come out to me; and each of you eat
from his vine, and each one from his fig
tree, and each one of you drink the waters
of his own cistern;

17until I comeand takeyouaway toa land
like your own land, a land of grain and new
wine, a land of bread and vineyards.

18 Beware lest Hezekiah persuade you,
saying, “The LORD will deliver us.” Have
any of the gods of the nations delivered
their lands from the hand of the king of
Assyria?

19 Where are the gods of Hamath and
Arpad? Where are the gods of Sephar-
vaim? Have they delivered Samaria from
my hand?

20 Who are they amongst all the gods of
these countries that have delivered their
country out of my hand, that the LORD
should deliver Jerusalemout ofmyhand?’ ”

21 But they remained silent, and said
nothing in reply, for the king’s command-
ment was, “Don’t answer him.”

22 Then Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, who
was over the household, and Shebna the
scribe, and Joah, the son of Asaph the
recorder, came to Hezekiah with their
clothes torn, and told him the words of
Rabshakeh.

37
1 When King Hezekiah heard it, he tore

his clothes, covered himself with sackcloth,
and went into the LORD’s house.

2 He sent Eliakim, who was over the
household, and Shebna the scribe, and the
elders of the priests, covered with sack-
cloth, to Isaiah the prophet, the son of
Amoz.

3They said to him, “Hezekiah says, ‘Today
is a day of trouble, and of rebuke, and of
rejection; for the children have come to the
birth, and there is no strength to give birth.

4 It may be the LORD your God will hear
the words of Rabshakeh, whom the king of
Assyriahismasterhas sent todefy the living
God, and will rebuke the words which the
LORDyourGodhas heard. Therefore lift up
your prayer for the remnant that is left.’ ”

5 So the servants of King Hezekiah came
to Isaiah.

6 Isaiah said to them, “Tell your master,
‘The LORD says, “Don’t be afraid of the
words that you have heard, with which the
servants of the king of Assyria have blas-
phemedme.

7 Behold, I will put a spirit in him and he
will hear news, and will return to his own
land. I will cause him to fall by the sword in
his own land.” ’ ”

8 So Rabshakeh returned, and found the
king of Assyria warring against Libnah,
for he heard that he had departed from
Lachish.

9 He heard news concerning Tirhakah
king of Ethiopia, “He has come out to fight
against you.” When he heard it, he sent
messengers to Hezekiah, saying,

10 “Thus you shall speak to Hezekiah
king of Judah, saying, ‘Don’t let your God
in whom you trust deceive you, saying,
“Jerusalem won’t be given into the hand of
the king of Assyria.”

11Behold, you have heard what the kings
ofAssyriahavedone toall lands, bydestroy-
ing them utterly. Shall you be delivered?

12Have the gods of the nations delivered
them, which my fathers have destroyed,
Gozan, Haran, Rezeph, and the children of
Eden whowere in Telassar?

13Where is the king of Hamath, and the
king of Arpad, and the king of the city of
Sepharvaim, of Hena, and Ivvah?’ ”

14 Hezekiah received the letter from the
hand of the messengers and read it. Then
Hezekiahwent up to the LORD’s house, and
spread it before the LORD.

15Hezekiah prayed to the LORD, saying,
16“LORDofArmies, theGodof Israel,who

is enthroned amongst the cherubim, you
are the God, even you alone, of all the king-
doms of the earth. You have made heaven
and earth.

17 Turn your ear, LORD, and hear. Open
youreyes, LORD, andbehold. Hearall of the
words of Sennacherib, who has sent to defy
the living God.

18 Truly, LORD, the kings of Assyria have
destroyed all the countries and their land,

19 and have cast their gods into the fire;
for theywerenogods, but theworkofmen’s
hands,woodandstone; therefore theyhave
destroyed them.

20Now therefore, LORD our God, save us
from his hand, that all the kingdoms of the
earth may know that you are the LORD,
even you only.”

21 Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to
Hezekiah, saying, “The LORD, the God of
Israel says, ‘Because you have prayed tome
against Sennacherib king of Assyria,

22 this is the word which the LORD has
spoken concerning him: The virgin daugh-
ter of Zion has despised you and ridiculed
you. The daughter of Jerusalem has shaken
her head at you.

23 Whom have you defied and blas-
phemed? Against whom have you exalted
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your voice and lifted up your eyes on high?
Against the Holy One of Israel.

24 By your servants, you have defied the
Lord, and have said, “With themultitude of
my chariots I have come up to the height
of the mountains, to the innermost parts of
Lebanon. I will cut down its tall cedars and
its choice cypress trees. I will enter into its
farthest height, the forest of its fruitful field.

25 I have dug and drunk water, and with
the sole ofmy feet I will dry up all the rivers
of Egypt.”

26 “ ‘Have you not heard how I have done
it long ago, and formed it in ancient times?
Now I have brought it to pass, that it should
be yours to destroy fortified cities, turning
them into ruinous heaps.

27 Therefore their inhabitants had little
power. They were dismayed and con-
founded. They were like the grass of the
field, and like the green herb, like the grass
on the housetops, and like a field before its
crop has grown.

28 But I know your sitting down, your
going out, your coming in, and your raging
against me.

29Because of your raging againstme, and
because your arrogance has come up into
my ears, therefore I will put my hook in
your nose and my bridle in your lips, and I
will turn you back by theway bywhich you
came.

30 “ ‘This shall be the sign to you: You will
eat this year that which grows of itself, and
in the second year that which springs from
it; and in the third year sow and reap and
plant vineyards, and eat their fruit.

31 The remnant that is escaped of the
house of Judah will again take root down-
ward, and bear fruit upward.

32 For out of Jerusalem a remnant will go
out, and survivors will escape from Mount
Zion. The zeal of the LORD of Armies will
perform this.’

33 “Therefore the LORD says concerning
the king of Assyria, ‘Hewill not come to this
city, nor shoot an arrow there, neither will
he come before it with shield, nor cast up a
mound against it.

34 He will return the way that he came,
and he won’t come to this city,’ says the
LORD.

35 ‘For I will defend this city to save it, for
my own sake, and for my servant David’s
sake.’ ”

36 Then the LORD’s angel went out and
struck one hundred and eighty-five thou-
sand men in the camp of the Assyrians.

When men arose early in the morning, be-
hold, these were all dead bodies.

37 So Sennacherib king of Assyria de-
parted, went away, returned to Nineveh,
and stayed there.

38 As he was worshipping in the house
of Nisroch his god, Adrammelech and
Sharezer his sons struck him with the
sword; and they escaped into the land of
Ararat. Esar Haddon his son reigned in his
place.

38
1 In those days Hezekiah was sick and

near death. Isaiah the prophet, the son of
Amoz, came to him, and said to him, “The
LORD† says, ‘Set your house in order, for
you will die, and not live.’ ”

2 Then Hezekiah turned his face to the
wall and prayed to the LORD,

3 and said, “Remember now, LORD, I beg
you, how I have walked before you in truth
and with a perfect heart, and have done
that which is good in your sight.” Then
Hezekiah wept bitterly.

4 Then the LORD’s word came to Isaiah,
saying,

5 “Go, and tell Hezekiah, ‘The LORD, the
God of David your father, says, “I have
heard your prayer. I have seen your tears.
Behold, I will add fifteen years to your life.

6 I will deliver you and this city out of
the hand of the king of Assyria, and I will
defend this city.

7 This shall be the sign to you from the
LORD, that the LORD will do this thing that
he has spoken.

8 Behold, I will cause the shadow on the
sundial, which has gone down on the sun-
dial of Ahaz with the sun, to return back-
ward ten steps.” ’ ” So the sun returned ten
steps on the sundial on which it had gone
down.

9 The writing of Hezekiah king of Judah,
when he had been sick, and had recovered
of his sickness:
10 I said, “In the middle of my life I go into

the gates of Sheol.‡
I am deprived of the residue of my
years.”

11 I said, “I won’t see the LORD,§
the LORD† in the land of the living.
I will seeman nomorewith the inhabi-
tants of the world.

12My dwelling is removed,
and is carried away from me like a
shepherd’s tent.

I have rolled upmy life like a weaver.

† 38:1: LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short
form יה Yah. ‡ 38:10: Sheol is the place of the dead. § 38:11: Hebrew: יה Yah † 38:11: Hebrew: יה Yah
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Hewill cut me off from the loom.
From day even to night you will make
an end of me.

13 I waited patiently until morning.
He breaks all my bones like a lion.
From day even to night you will make
an end of me.

14 I chattered like a swallow or a crane.
I moaned like a dove.
My eyes weaken looking upward.
Lord, I am oppressed.
Bemy security.”

15What will I say?
He has both spoken to me, and himself
has done it.

I will walk carefully all my years be-
cause of the anguish of my soul.

16Lord, men live by these things;
andmy spirit finds life in all of them.
You restore me, and causeme to live.

17Behold, for peace I had great anguish,
but you have in love for my soul deliv-
ered it from the pit of corruption;

for you have cast all my sins behind
your back.

18For Sheol‡ can’t praise you.
Death can’t celebrate you.

Those who go down into the pit can’t hope
for your truth.

19The living, the living, he shall praise you,
as I do today.

The father shall make known your
truth to the children.

20The LORDwill saveme.
Therefore we will sing my songs with
stringed instruments all the days of
our life in the LORD’s house.

21Now Isaiah had said, “Let them take a
cake of figs, and lay it for a poultice on the
boil, and he shall recover.”

22 Hezekiah also had said, “What is the
sign that I will go up to the LORD’s house?”

39
1At that time, Merodach-baladan the son

ofBaladan, king of Babylon, sent letters and
a present to Hezekiah, for he heard that he
had been sick, and had recovered.

2 Hezekiah was pleased with them, and
showed them the house of his precious
things, the silver, the gold, the spices, and
the precious oil, and all the house of his
armour, and all that was found in his trea-
sures. There was nothing in his house, nor
in all his dominion, that Hezekiah didn’t
show them.

3 Then Isaiah the prophet came to King
Hezekiah, and asked him, “What did these
men say? From where did they come to
you?”

Hezekiah said, “They have come from a
country far fromme, even from Babylon.”

4Then he asked, “What have they seen in
your house?”
Hezekiah answered, “They have seen

all that is in my house. There is noth-
ing amongst my treasures that I have not
shown them.”

5Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, “Hear the
word of the LORD of Armies:

6 ‘Behold, the days are coming when all
that is in your house, and that which your
fathers have stored up until today, will be
carried to Babylon. Nothing will be left,’
says the LORD.

7 ‘They will take away your sons whowill
issue from you, whom you shall father, and
they will be eunuchs in the king of Baby-
lon’s palace.’ ”

8 Then Hezekiah said to Isaiah, “The
LORD’s word which you have spoken is
good.” He said moreover, “For there will be
peace and truth inmy days.”

40
1“Comfort, comfortmypeople,” saysyour

God.
2 “Speak comfortably to Jerusalem, and

call out to her that her warfare is accom-
plished, that her iniquity is pardoned, that
she has received of the LORD’s hand double
for all her sins.”
3The voice of one who calls out,

“Prepare the way of the LORD in the
wilderness!

Make a level highway in the desert for
our God.

4Every valley shall be exalted,
and every mountain and hill shall be
made low.

The uneven shall be made level,
and the rough places a plain.

5The LORD’s glory shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together;
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken
it.”

6The voice of one saying, “Cry out!”
One said, “What shall I cry?”

“All flesh is like grass,
and all its glory is like the flower of the
field.

7The grass withers,
the flower fades,
because the LORD’s breath blows on it.
Surely the people are like grass.

8The grass withers,
the flower fades;
but the word of our God stands for-
ever.”

‡ 38:18: Sheol is the place of the dead.
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9Youwho tell good news to Zion, go up on a
highmountain.

You who tell good news to Jerusalem,
lift up your voice with strength!

Lift it up! Don’t be afraid!
Say to the cities of Judah, “Behold, your
God!”

10 Behold, the Lord GOD will come as a
mighty one,

and his armwill rule for him.
Behold, his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.

11Hewill feed his flock like a shepherd.
He will gather the lambs in his arm,
and carry them in his bosom.
He will gently lead those who have
their young.

12Who has measured the waters in the hol-
low of his hand,

andmarked off the sky with his span,
and calculated the dust of the earth in a
measuring basket,

and weighed themountains in scales,
and the hills in a balance?

13Who has directed the LORD’s Spirit,
or has taught him as his counsellor?

14Who did he take counsel with,
and who instructed him,
and taught him in the path of justice,
and taught him knowledge,
and showed him the way of under-
standing?

15 Behold, the nations are like a drop in a
bucket,

and are regarded as a speck of dust on
a balance.

Behold, he liftsup the islands likeavery
little thing.

16Lebanon is not sufficient to burn,
nor its animals sufficient for a burnt
offering.

17 All the nations are like nothing before
him.

They are regarded by him as less than
nothing, and vanity.

18To whom thenwill you liken God?
Or what likeness will you compare to
him?

19Aworkman has cast an image,
and the goldsmith overlays itwith gold,
and casts silver chains for it.

20He who is too impoverished for such an
offering chooses a tree that will not
rot.

He seeks a skilful workman to set up a
carved image for him that will not be
moved.

21Haven’t you known?
Haven’t you heard?

Haven’t you been told from the begin-
ning?

Haven’t you understood from the foun-
dations of the earth?

22 It is he who sits above the circle of the
earth,

and its inhabitants are like grasshop-
pers;

who stretches out the heavens like a
curtain,

and spreads them out like a tent to
dwell in,

23who brings princes to nothing,
who makes the judges of the earth
meaningless.

24They are planted scarcely.
They are sown scarcely.
Their stock has scarcely taken root in
the ground.

He merely blows on them, and they
wither,

and the whirlwind takes them away as
stubble.

25 “To whom thenwill you likenme?
Who is my equal?” says the Holy One.

26Lift up your eyes on high,
and see who has created these,
who brings out their army by number.
He calls them all by name.
By the greatness of his might,
and because he is strong in power,
not one is lacking.

27Why do you say, Jacob,
and speak, Israel,
“Myway is hidden from the LORD,
and the justice due me is disregarded
bymy God”?

28Haven’t you known?
Haven’t you heard?
The everlasting God, the LORD,
the Creator of the ends of the earth,
doesn’t faint.

He isn’t weary.
His understanding is unsearchable.

29He gives power to the weak.
He increases the strength of him who
has nomight.

30Even the youths faint and get weary,
and the youngmen utterly fall;
31but those whowait for the LORDwill
renew their strength.

They will mount up with wings like
eagles.

They will run, and not be weary.
They will walk, and not faint.

41
1 “Keep silent before me, islands,

and let the peoples renew their
strength.
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Let them come near,
then let them speak.
Let’s meet together for judgement.

2Who has raised up one from the east?
Who called him to his feet in righteous-
ness?

He hands over nations to him
andmakes him rule over kings.
Hegives themlike thedust tohis sword,
like the driven stubble to his bow.

3He pursues them
and passes by safely,
evenbyaway thathehadnot gonewith
his feet.

4Who has worked and done it,
calling the generations from the begin-
ning?

I, the LORD, the first, and with the last,
I am he.”

5The islands have seen, and fear.
The ends of the earth tremble.
They approach, and come.

6Everyone helps his neighbour.
They say to their brothers, “Be strong!”

7 So the carpenter encourages the gold-
smith.

He who smooths with the hammer en-
courages himwho strikes the anvil,

saying of the soldering, “It is good;”
andhe fastens itwithnails, that itmight
not totter.

8 “But you, Israel, my servant,
Jacob whom I have chosen,
the offspring of Abrahammy friend,
9 you whom I have taken hold of from
the ends of the earth,

and called from its corners,
and said to you, ‘You are my servant.
I have chosen you and have not cast
you away.’

10Don’t you be afraid, for I amwith you.
Don’t be dismayed, for I am your God.
I will strengthen you.
Yes, I will help you.
Yes, I will uphold you with the right
hand of my righteousness.

11 Behold, all those who are incensed
against you will be disappointed and
confounded.

Those who strive with you will be like
nothing, and shall perish.

12Youwill seek them, and won’t find them,
even those who contend with you.
Those who war against you will be as
nothing,

as a nonexistent thing.
13 For I, the LORD your God, will hold your

right hand,
saying to you, ‘Don’t be afraid.
I will help you.’

14Don’t be afraid, you worm Jacob,
and youmen of Israel.
I will help you,” says the LORD.
“Your Redeemer is the Holy One of Is-
rael.

15Behold, I havemade you into anew sharp
threshing instrument with teeth.

You will thresh themountains,
and beat them small,
and will make the hills like chaff.

16Youwill winnow them,
and the wind will carry them away,
and the whirlwind will scatter them.

Youwill rejoice in the LORD.
Youwill glory in the Holy One of Israel.

17Thepoor andneedy seekwater, and there
is none.

Their tongue fails for thirst.
I, the LORD, will answer them.

I, the God of Israel, will not forsake
them.

18 I will open rivers on the bare heights,
and springs in themiddle of thevalleys.
I will make the wilderness a pool of
water,

and the dry land springs of water.
19 I will put cedar, acacia, myrtle, and oil

trees in the wilderness.
I will set cypress trees, pine, and box
trees together in the desert;

20 that they may see, know, consider,
and understand together,

that the LORD’s hand has done this,
and the Holy One of Israel has created
it.

21Produce your cause,” says the LORD.
“Bring out your strong reasons!” says
the King of Jacob.

22 “Let them announce and declare to us
what will happen!

Declare the former things, what they
are,

that we may consider them, and know
the latter end of them;

or show us things to come.
23Declare the things that are to come here-

after,
that wemay know that you are gods.

Yes, do good, or do evil,
that wemay be dismayed,
and see it together.

24Behold, you are nothing,
and your work is nothing.
Hewho chooses you is an abomination.

25 “I have raised up one from the north, and
he has come,

fromthe risingof the sun, onewhocalls
onmy name,
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and he shall come on rulers as on mor-
tar,

and as the potter treads clay.
26Who has declared it from the beginning,

that wemay know?
and before, that we may say, ‘He is
right’?

Surely, there is no one who declares.
Surely, there is no one who shows.
Surely, there is no one who hears your
words.

27 I am the first to say to Zion, ‘Behold, look
at them;’

and I will give one who brings good
news to Jerusalem.

28When I look, there is noman,
even amongst them there is no coun-
sellor who, when I ask, can answer a
word.

29 Behold, all of their deeds are vanity and
nothing.

Theirmolten images arewind and con-
fusion.

42
1 “Behold, my servant, whom I uphold,

my chosen, in whommy soul delights:
I have put my Spirit on him.
He will bring justice to the nations.

2Hewill not shout,
nor raise his voice,
nor cause it to be heard in the street.

3Hewon’t break a bruised reed.
Hewon’t quench a dimly burningwick.
He will faithfully bring justice.

4Hewill not fail nor be discouraged,
until he has set justice in the earth,
and the islands wait for his law.”

5God the LORD,
he who created the heavens and
stretched them out,

he who spread out the earth and that
which comes out of it,

he who gives breath to its people and
spirit to those whowalk in it, says:

6 “I, the LORD, have called you in righteous-
ness.

I will hold your hand.
I will keep you,
and make you a covenant for the peo-
ple,

as a light for the nations,
7 to open the blind eyes,
to bring the prisoners out of the dun-
geon,

and thosewho sit in darkness out of the
prison.

8 “I am the LORD.
That is my name.
I will not give my glory to another,

nor my praise to engraved images.
9Behold, the former things have happened

and I declare new things.
I tell you about them before they come
up.”

10 Sing to the LORD a new song,
andhispraise fromtheendof theearth,
you who go down to the sea,
and all that is therein,
the islands and their inhabitants.

11Let thewildernessand its cities raise their
voices,

with the villages that Kedar inhabits.
Let the inhabitants of Sela sing.
Let them shout from the top of the
mountains!

12Let them give glory to the LORD,
and declare his praise in the islands.

13The LORDwill go out like amighty man.
He will stir up zeal like aman of war.
He will raise a war cry.
Yes, he will shout aloud.
He will triumph over his enemies.

14 “I have been silent a long time.
I have been quiet and restrained my-
self.

Now I will cry out like a travailing
woman. I will both gasp and pant.

15 I will destroymountains and hills,
and dry up all their herbs.
I will make the rivers islands,
and will dry up the pools.

16 I will bring the blind by a way that they
don’t know.

I will lead them in paths that they don’t
know.

I will make darkness light before them,
and crooked places straight.
I will do these things,
and I will not forsake them.

17 “Those who trust in engraved images,
who tell molten images,
‘You are our gods,’
will be turned back.
They will be utterly disappointed.

18 “Hear, you deaf,
and look, you blind,
that youmay see.

19Who is blind, but my servant?
Or who is as deaf as my messenger
whom I send?

Who is as blind as he who is at peace,
and as blind as the LORD’s servant?

20You seemany things, but don’t observe.
His ears are open, but he doesn’t listen.

21 It pleased the LORD, for his righteous-
ness’ sake, to magnify the law

andmake it honourable.
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22 But this is a robbed and plundered peo-
ple.

All of them are snared in holes,
and they are hidden in prisons.

They have become captives, and no one
delivers,

and a plunder, and no one says, ‘Re-
store them!’

23Who is there amongst you who will give
ear to this?

Whowill listen and hear for the time to
come?

24Who gave Jacob as plunder,
and Israel to the robbers?
Didn’t the LORD, he against whom we
have sinned?

For they would not walk in his ways,
and they disobeyed his law.

25Therefore he poured the fierceness of his
anger on him,

and the strength of battle.
It set him on fire all around, but he didn’t

know.
It burnt him, but he didn’t take it to
heart.”

43
1But now the LORDwho created you, Jacob,

and he who formed you, Israel, says:
“Don’t be afraid, for I have redeemed you.

I have called you by your name.
You aremine.

2When you pass through the waters, I will
be with you,

and through the rivers, they will not
overflow you.

When you walk through the fire, you will
not be burnt,

and flamewill not scorch you.
3For I am the LORD your God,

the Holy One of Israel,
your Saviour.

I have given Egypt as your ransom,
Ethiopia and Seba in your place.

4 Since you have been precious and hon-
oured inmy sight,

and I have loved you,
therefore I will give people in your
place,

and nations instead of your life.
5Don’t be afraid, for I amwith you.

I will bring your offspring from the
east,

and gather you from the west.
6 I will tell the north, ‘Give them up!’

and tell the south, ‘Don’t hold them
back!

Bringmy sons from far away,
andmy daughters from the ends of the
earth—

7 everyone who is called bymy name,

and whom I have created for my glory,
whom I have formed,
yes, whom I havemade.’ ”

8Bring out the blind people who have eyes,
and the deaf who have ears.

9Let all the nations be gathered together,
and let the peoples be assembled.

Who amongst them can declare this,
and show us former things?

Let them bring their witnesses, that they
may be justified,

or let them hear, and say, “That is true.”
10 “You aremywitnesses,” says the LORD,

“Withmy servantwhom I have chosen;
that youmay know and believeme,
and understand that I am he.

Before me there was no God formed,
neither will there be after me.

11 I myself am the LORD.
Besides me, there is no saviour.

12 I have declared, I have saved, and I have
shown,

and there was no strange god amongst
you.

Therefore you aremywitnesses”,
says the LORD, “and I am God.

13Yes, since the day was, I am he.
There is no one who can deliver out of
my hand.

I will work, and who can hinder it?”
14 The LORD, your Redeemer, the Holy

One of Israel says: “For your sake, I have
sent to Babylon, and I will bring all of them
down as fugitives, even the Chaldeans, in
the ships of their rejoicing.

15 I am the LORD, your Holy One, the
Creator of Israel, your King.”

16The LORD, whomakes away in the sea,
and a path in themighty waters,

17who brings out the chariot and horse,
the army and themighty man
(they lie down together, they shall not
rise;

they are extinct, they are quenched like
a wick) says:

18 “Don’t remember the former things,
and don’t consider the things of old.

19Behold, I will do a new thing.
It springs out now.
Don’t you know it?

I will evenmake a way in the wilderness,
and rivers in the desert.

20 The animals of the field, the jackals and
the ostriches, shall honourme,

because I give water in the wilderness
and rivers in the desert,

to give drink to my people, my chosen,
21 thepeoplewhich I formed formyself,
that theymight declare my praise.
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22Yet you have not called onme, Jacob;
but you have been weary of me, Israel.

23 You have not brought me any of your
sheep for burnt offerings,

neither have you honoured me with
your sacrifices.

I have not burdened youwith offerings,
nor wearied you with frankincense.

24 You have bought me no sweet cane with
money,

nor have you filled me with the fat of
your sacrifices,

but you have burdenedmewith your sins.
You haveweariedmewith your iniqui-
ties.

25 I, even I, am he who blots out your trans-
gressions for my own sake;

and I will not remember your sins.
26Put me in remembrance.

Let us plead together.
Declare your case,

that youmay be justified.
27Your first father sinned,

and your teachers have transgressed
against me.

28Therefore Iwill profane theprinces of the
sanctuary;

and I will make Jacob a curse,
and Israel an insult.”

44
1Yet listen now, Jacobmy servant,

and Israel, whom I have chosen.
2This is what the LORDwhomade you,

and formed you from the womb,
whowill help you says:

“Don’t be afraid, Jacobmy servant;
and you, Jeshurun, whom I have cho-
sen.

3For Iwill pourwater onhimwho is thirsty,
and streams on the dry ground.

I will pourmy Spirit on your descendants,
andmy blessing on your offspring;

4and theywill spring up amongst the grass,
as willows by the watercourses.

5Onewill say, ‘I am the LORD’s.’
Another will be called by the name of
Jacob;

andanotherwillwritewithhis hand ‘to
the LORD,’

and honour the name of Israel.”
6This is what the LORD, the King of Israel,

and his Redeemer, the LORD of Armies,
says:

“I am the first, and I am the last;
and besides me there is no God.

7Who is like me?
Whowill call,
and will declare it,
and set it in order for me,

since I established the ancient people?
Let themdeclare the things that are coming,

and that will happen.
8Don’t fear,

neither be afraid.
Haven’t I declared it to you long ago,

and shown it?
You aremywitnesses.

Is there a God besides me?
Indeed, there is not.

I don’t know any other Rock.”
9 Everyone who makes a carved image is

vain.
The things that they delight in will not
profit.

Their own witnesses don’t see, nor
know, that they may be disap-
pointed.

10Who has fashioned a god,
or moulds an image that is profitable
for nothing?

11 Behold, all his fellows will be disap-
pointed;

and the workmen aremeremen.
Let them all be gathered together.

Let them stand up.
They will fear.
They will be put to shame together.

12The blacksmith takes an axe,
works in the coals,
fashions it with hammers,
and works it with his strong arm.

He is hungry,
and his strength fails;

he drinks no water,
and is faint.

13The carpenter stretches out a line.
Hemarks it out with a pencil.
He shapes it with planes.
Hemarks it out with compasses,
and shapes it like the figure of a man,
with the beauty of a man,
to reside in a house.

14He cuts down cedars for himself,
and takes the cypress and the oak,
and strengthens for himself one
amongst the trees of the forest.

He plants a cypress tree,
and the rain nourishes it.

15Then it will be for aman to burn;
and he takes some of it and warms
himself.

Yes, he burns it and bakes bread.
Yes, he makes a god andworships it;

he makes it a carved image, and falls
down to it.

16He burns part of it in the fire.
With part of it, he eats meat.
He roasts a roast and is satisfied.

Yes, he warms himself



Isaiah 44:17 598 Isaiah 45:9

and says, “Aha! I amwarm. I have seen
the fire.”

17The rest of it he makes into a god,
even his engraved image.

He bows down to it and worships,
and prays to it, and says, “Deliver me,
for you aremy god!”

18 They don’t know, neither do they con-
sider,

for he has shut their eyes, that they
can’t see,

and their hearts, that they can’t under-
stand.

19No one thinks,
neither is there knowledge nor under-
standing to say,

“I have burnt part of it in the fire.
Yes, I havealsobakedbreadon its coals.
I have roastedmeat and eaten it.
Shall I make the rest of it into an abom-
ination?

Shall I bow down to a tree trunk?”
20He feeds on ashes.

A deceived heart has turned him aside;
and he can’t deliver his soul,
nor say, “Isn’t there a lie in my right
hand?”

21Remember these things, Jacob and Israel,
for you aremy servant.
I have formed you.
You aremy servant.
Israel, you will not be forgotten byme.

22 I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, your
transgressions,

and, as a cloud, your sins.
Return tome, for I have redeemed you.

23Sing, you heavens, for the LORDhas done
it!

Shout, you lower parts of the earth!
Break out into singing, you mountains,
O forest, all of your trees,

for the LORD has redeemed Jacob,
and will glorify himself in Israel.

24The LORD, your Redeemer,
andhewho formedyou fromthewomb
says:

“I am the LORD, whomakes all things;
who alone stretches out the heavens;
who spreads out the earth bymyself;

25who frustrates the signs of the liars,
andmakes diviners mad;

who turns wise men backward,
andmakes their knowledge foolish;

26who confirms the word of his servant,
and performs the counsel of his mes-
sengers;

who says of Jerusalem, ‘She will be inhab-
ited;’

and of the cities of Judah, ‘They will be
built,’

and ‘I will raise up its waste places;’
27who says to the deep, ‘Be dry,’

and ‘I will dry up your rivers,’
28 who says of Cyrus, ‘He is my shepherd,

and shall perform all my pleasure,’
even saying of Jerusalem, ‘She will be
built;’

andof the temple, ‘Your foundationwill
be laid.’ ”

45
1The LORD says to his anointed, to Cyrus,

whose right hand I have held to subdue
nations before him and strip kings of their
armour, to open the doors before him, and
the gates shall not be shut:
2 “I will go before you

andmake the rough places smooth.
I will break the doors of bronze in pieces

and cut apart the bars of iron.
3 I will give you the treasures of darkness

and hidden riches of secret places,
that you may know that it is I, the LORD,

who calls you by your name,
even the God of Israel.

4For Jacobmy servant’s sake,
and Israel my chosen,

I have called you by your name.
I have given you a title,
though you have not knownme.

5 I am the LORD, and there is no one else.
Besides me, there is no God.

I will strengthen† you,
though you have not knownme,

6 that they may know from the rising of the
sun,

and from the west,
that there is no one besides me.

I am the LORD, and there is no one else.
7 I form the light

and create darkness.
I make peace

and create calamity.
I am the LORD,

who does all these things.

8Rain, you heavens, from above,
and let the skies pour down righteous-
ness.

Let the earth open, that it may produce
salvation,

and let it cause righteousness to spring
up with it.

I, the LORD, have created it.

9Woe to himwho strives with his Maker—
† 45:5: or, equip
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a clay pot amongst the clay pots of the
earth!

Shall theclayaskhimwhofashions it, ‘What
are youmaking?’

or your work, ‘He has no hands’?
10 Woe to him who says to a father, ‘What

have you become the father of?’
or to a mother, ‘What have you given
birth to?’ ”

11The LORD, the Holy One of Israel
and his Maker says:

“You ask me about the things that are to
come, concerningmy sons,

and you command me concerning the
work of my hands!

12 I have made the earth, and created man
on it.

I, even my hands, have stretched out
the heavens.

I have commanded all their army.
13 I have raised him up in righteousness,

and I will make all his ways straight.
He shall build my city,

and he shall let my exiles go free,
not for price nor reward,” says the
LORD of Armies.

14The LORD says: “The labour of Egypt,
and themerchandise of Ethiopia,
and the Sabeans, men of stature, will
come over to you,

and they will be yours.
They will go after you.

They shall come over in chains.
They will bow down to you.

They will make supplication to you:
‘Surely God is in you; and there is no
one else.

There is no other god.
15 Most certainly you are a God who has

hidden yourself,
God of Israel, the Saviour.’ ”

16They will be disappointed,
yes, confounded, all of them.
Those who are makers of idols will go
into confusion together.

17 Israel will be saved by the LORD with an
everlasting salvation.

You will not be disappointed nor con-
founded to ages everlasting.

18For the LORDwho created the heavens,
the God who formed the earth and
made it,

who established it and didn’t create it a
waste,

who formed it to be inhabited says:
“I am the LORD.

There is no other.
19 I have not spoken in secret,

in a place of the land of darkness.

I didn’t say to the offspring of Jacob, ‘Seek
me in vain.’

I, the LORD, speak righteousness.
I declare things that are right.

20 “Assemble yourselves and come.
Draw near together, you who have es-
caped from the nations.

Those have no knowledge who carry the
wood of their engraved image,

and pray to a god that can’t save.
21Declare and present it.

Yes, let them take counsel together.
Who has shown this from ancient time?

Who has declared it of old?
Haven’t I, the LORD?

There is no otherGodbesidesme, a just God
and a Saviour.

There is no one besides me.
22 “Look to me, and be saved, all the ends of

the earth;
for I am God, and there is no other.

23 I have sworn bymyself.
The word has gone out of my mouth
in righteousness, and will not be re-
voked,

that to me every knee shall bow,
every tongue shall take an oath.

24They will say of me,
‘There is righteousness and strength
only in the LORD.’ ”

Even to himwill men come.
All thosewho raged against himwill be
disappointed.

25All the offspring of Israel will be justified
in the LORD,

and will rejoice!

46
1Bel bows down.

Nebo stoops.
Their idols are carried by animals,

and on the livestock.
The things that you carried around are

heavy loads,
a burden for the weary.

2They stoop and they bow down together.
They could not deliver the burden,
but they have gone into captivity.

3 “Listen to me, house of Jacob,
and all the remnant of the house of
Israel,

that havebeen carried from their birth,
that have been carried from thewomb.

4Even to old age I am he,
and even to grey hairs I will carry you.

I havemade, and I will bear.
Yes, I will carry, and will deliver.

5 “To whom will you compare me, and con-
sider my equal,
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and compare me, as if we were the
same?

6 Some pour out gold from the bag,
and weigh silver in the balance.

They hire a goldsmith,
and hemakes it a god.

They fall down—
yes, they worship.

7They bear it on their shoulder.
They carry it, and set it in its place, and
it stands there.

It cannot move from its place.
Yes, onemay cry to it, yet it can not answer.

It cannot save him out of his trouble.
8 “Remember this, and show yourselves

men.
Bring it to mind again, you transgres-
sors.

9Remember the former things of old;
for I am God, and there is no other.
I am God, and there is none like me.

10 I declare the end from the beginning,
and from ancient times things that are
not yet done.

I say: My counsel will stand,
and I will do all that I please.

11 I call a ravenous bird from the east,
theman ofmy counsel from a far coun-
try.

Yes, I have spoken.
I will also bring it to pass.

I have planned.
I will also do it.

12Listen to me, you stubborn-hearted,
who are far from righteousness!

13 I bringmy righteousness near.
It is not far off,
andmy salvation will not wait.

I will grant salvation to Zion,
my glory to Israel.

47
1 “Come down and sit in the dust, virgin

daughter of Babylon.
Sit on the ground without a throne,
daughter of the Chaldeans.

For you will no longer be called tender
and delicate.

2Take themillstones and grind flour.
Remove your veil, lift up your skirt,
uncover your legs,

and wade through the rivers.
3Your nakedness will be uncovered.

Yes, your shamewill be seen.
I will take vengeance,

and will spare no one.”
4Our Redeemer, the LORD of Armies is his

name,
is the Holy One of Israel.

5 “Sit in silence, and go into darkness,
daughter of the Chaldeans.

For you shall no longer be called
themistress of kingdoms.

6 I was angry withmy people.
I profanedmy inheritance
and gave them into your hand.

You showed them nomercy.
You laid a very heavy yoke on the aged.

7You said, ‘I will be a princess forever,’
so that you didn’t lay these things to
your heart,

nor did you remember the results.

8 “Now therefore hear this, you who are
given to pleasures,

who sit securely,
who say in your heart,

‘I am, and there is no one else besides
me.

I won’t sit as a widow,
neitherwill I know the loss of children.’

9But these two things will come to you in a
moment in one day:

the loss of children andwidowhood.
Theywill comeonyou in their fullmeasure,

in themultitude of your sorceries,
and the great abundance of your en-
chantments.

10For you have trusted in your wickedness.
You have said, ‘No one sees me.’

Your wisdom and your knowledge has per-
verted you.

You have said in your heart, ‘I am, and
there is no one else besides me.’

11Therefore disaster will come on you.
You won’t knowwhen it dawns.

Mischief will fall on you.
You won’t be able to put it away.

Desolation will come on you suddenly,
which you don’t understand.

12 “Stand nowwith your enchantments
and with the multitude of your sor-
ceries,

in which you have laboured from your
youth,

as if youmight profit,
as if youmight prevail.

13You are wearied in the multitude of your
counsels.

Now let the astrologers, the stargaz-
ers, and the monthly prognostica-
tors stand up and save you from the
things that will happen to you.

14Behold, they are like stubble.
The fire will burn them.
They won’t deliver themselves from
the power of the flame.

It won’t be a coal to warm at
or a fire to sit by.
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15 The things that you laboured in will be
like this:

those who have trafficked with you
from your youthwill eachwander in
his ownway.

There will be no one to save you.

48
1 “Hear this, house of Jacob,

you who are called by the name of Is-
rael,

and have come out of the waters of
Judah.

You swear by the LORD’s name,
andmakemention of the God of Israel,
but not in truth, nor in righteousness—

2 for they call themselves citizensof theholy
city,

and rely on the God of Israel;
the LORD of Armies is his name.

3 I have declared the former things from of
old.

Yes, they went out of my mouth, and I
revealed them.

I did them suddenly, and they hap-
pened.

4Because I knew that you are obstinate,
and your neck is an iron sinew,
and your brow bronze;

5 therefore I have declared it to you from of
old;

before it came to pass I showed it to
you;

lest you should say, ‘My idol has done
them.

My engraved image andmymolten im-
age has commanded them.’

6You have heard it.
Now see all this.
And you, won’t you declare it?

“I have shown you new things from this
time,

even hidden things, which you have
not known.

7They are created now, and not fromof old.
Before today, you didn’t hear them,
lest you should say, ‘Behold, I knew
them.’

8Yes, you didn’t hear.
Yes, you didn’t know.
Yes, from of old your ear was not
opened,

for I knew that you dealt very treacher-
ously,

and were called a transgressor from
the womb.

9Formy name’s sake, I will defer my anger,
and formy praise, I hold it back for you
so that I don’t cut you off.

10Behold, I have refined you,

but not as silver.
I have chosen you in the furnace of
affliction.

11Formy own sake,
for my own sake, I will do it;

for howwouldmy name be profaned?
I will not give my glory to another.

12 “Listen to me, O Jacob,
and Israel my called:

I am he.
I am the first.
I am also the last.

13 Yes, my hand has laid the foundation of
the earth,

and my right hand has spread out the
heavens.

when I call to them, they stand up to-
gether.

14 “Assemble yourselves, all of you, and
hear!

Who amongst them has declared these
things?

He whom the LORD loves will do what he
likes to Babylon,

and his arm will be against the
Chaldeans.

15 I, even I, have spoken.
Yes, I have called him.

I have brought him
and he shall make his way prosperous.

16 “Come near to me and hear this:

“From the beginning I have not spoken in
secret;

from the time that it happened, I was
there.”

Now the Lord GOD has sent me
with his Spirit.

17The LORD,
your Redeemer,
the Holy One of Israel, says:

“I am the LORD your God,
who teaches you to profit,
who leads you by the way that you
should go.

18Oh that youhad listened tomy command-
ments!

Then your peace would have been like
a river

and your righteousness like the waves
of the sea.

19 Your offspring also would have been as
the sand

and the descendants of your body like
its grains.

His name would not be cut off nor de-
stroyed from before me.”

20Leave Babylon!
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Flee from the Chaldeans!
With the soundof joyful shoutingannounce

this,
tell it even to the end of the earth;
say, “The LORD has redeemed his ser-
vant Jacob!”

21 They didn’t thirst when he led them
through the deserts.

He caused the waters to flow out of the
rock for them.

He also split the rock and the waters
gushed out.

22 “There is no peace”, says the LORD, “for
the wicked.”

49
1Listen, islands, to me.

Listen, you peoples, from afar:
the LORD has calledme from the womb;

from the inside of my mother, he has
mentionedmy name.

2Hehasmademymouth likea sharp sword.
He has hidden me in the shadow of his
hand.

He has mademe a polished shaft.
He has kept me close in his quiver.

3He said to me, “You aremy servant,
Israel, in whom I will be glorified.”

4But I said, “I have laboured in vain.
I have spent my strength in vain for
nothing;

yet surely the justice due to me is with the
LORD,

andmy reward withmy God.”
5 Now the LORD, he who formed me from

the womb to be his servant,
says to bring Jacob again to him,
and to gather Israel to him,
for I amhonourable in the LORD’s eyes,
andmy God has becomemy strength.

6 Indeed, he says, “It is too light a thing that
you should be my servant to raise up
the tribes of Jacob,

and to restore the preserved of Israel.
I will also give you as a light to the nations,

that youmaybemysalvation to the end
of the earth.”

7The LORD, the Redeemer of Israel, and his
Holy One,

says to himwhommandespises, to him
whomthenationabhors, to a servant
of rulers:

“Kings shall see and rise up,
princes, and they shall worship,
because of the LORD who is faithful,
even the Holy One of Israel, who has
chosen you.”

8TheLORDsays, “I haveansweredyou inan
acceptable time.

I have helped you in a day of salvation.

I will preserve you and give you for a
covenant of the people,

to raise up the land, to make them in-
herit the desolate heritage,

9 saying to those who are bound, ‘Come
out!’;

to those who are in darkness, ‘Show
yourselves!’

“They shall feed along the paths,
and theirpasture shall beonall treeless
heights.

10They shall not hunger nor thirst;
neither shall the heat nor sun strike
them,

for hewhohasmercy on themwill lead
them.

He will guide them by springs of water.
11 I will make all mymountains a road,

andmy highways shall be exalted.
12Behold, these shall come from afar,

and behold, these from the north and
from the west,

and these from the land of Sinim.”
13 Sing, heavens, and be joyful, earth!

Break out into singing, mountains!
For the LORD has comforted his people,

and will have compassion on his af-
flicted.

14 But Zion said, “The LORD has forsaken
me,

and the Lord has forgottenme.”
15 “Can a woman forget her nursing child,

that she should not have compassion
on the son of her womb?

Yes, these may forget,
yet I will not forget you!

16Behold, I have engraved youon thepalms
of my hands.

Your walls are continually before me.
17Your children hurry.

Your destroyers and those who devas-
tated you will leave you.

18Lift up your eyes all around, and see:
all these gather themselves together,
and come to you.

As I live,” says the LORD, “you shall surely
clothe yourself with them all as with
an ornament,

and dress yourself with them, like a
bride.

19 “For, as for your waste and your desolate
places,

and your land that has been destroyed,
surely now that land will be too small for

the inhabitants,
and those who swallowed you up will
be far away.

20 The children of your bereavement will
say in your ears,

‘This place is too small for me.
Giveme a place to live in.’
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21Then youwill say in your heart, ‘Whohas
conceived these for me, since I have
been bereaved of my children

and am alone, an exile, and wandering
back and forth?

Who has brought these up?
Behold, I was left alone. Where were
these?’ ”

22 The Lord GOD says, “Behold, I will lift up
my hand to the nations,

and lift upmy banner to the peoples.
They shall bring your sons in their bosom,

and your daughters shall be carried on
their shoulders.

23Kings shall be your foster fathers,
and their queens your nursing moth-
ers.

They will bow down to you with their faces
to the earth,

and lick the dust of your feet.
Then youwill know that I am the LORD;

and those who wait for me won’t be
disappointed.”

24 Shall the plunder be taken from the
mighty,

or the lawful captives be delivered?
25 But the LORD says, “Even the captives of

themighty shall be taken away,
and the plunder retrieved from the
fierce,

for I will contend with him who contends
with you

and I will save your children.
26 I will feed those who oppress you with

their own flesh;
and they will be drunk on their own
blood, as with sweet wine.

Then all flesh shall know that I, the LORD,
am your Saviour

and your Redeemer, the Mighty One of
Jacob.”

50
1 The LORD says, “Where is the bill of your

mother’s divorce, with which I have
put her away?

Or to which of my creditors have I sold
you?

Behold, you were sold for your iniquities,
andyourmotherwasputaway foryour
transgressions.

2Why, when I came, was there no one?
When I called, whywas there no one to
answer?

Is my hand shortened at all, that it can’t
redeem?

Or have I no power to deliver?
Behold, at my rebuke I dry up the sea.

I make the rivers a wilderness.

Their fish stink because there is no wa-
ter, and die of thirst.

3 I clothe the heavens with blackness.
I make sackcloth their covering.”

4 The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of
those who are taught,

that I may know how to sustain with
words himwho is weary.

He awakensmorning bymorning,
he awakens my ear to hear as those
who are taught.

5The Lord GOD has openedmy ear.
I was not rebellious.
I have not turned back.

6 I gavemy back to those who beat me,
andmycheeks to thosewhopluckedoff
the hair.

I didn’t hide my face from shame and
spitting.

7For the Lord GODwill help me.
Therefore I have not been confounded.

Therefore I have set my face like a flint,
and I know that I won’t be disap-
pointed.

8Hewho justifies me is near.
Whowill bring charges against me?

Let us stand up together.
Who is my adversary?
Let him come near to me.

9Behold, the Lord GODwill help me!
Who is he whowill condemnme?

Behold, they will all grow old like a gar-
ment.

Themoths will eat them up.

10Who amongst you fears the LORD
and obeys the voice of his servant?

He whowalks in darkness
and has no light,

let him trust in the LORD’s name,
and rely on his God.

11Behold, all you who kindle a fire,
who adorn yourselves with torches
around yourselves,

walk in the flame of your fire,
and amongst the torches that you have
kindled.

You will have this frommy hand:
you will lie down in sorrow.

51
1 “Listen to me, you who follow after righ-

teousness,
you who seek the LORD.

Look to the rock you were cut from,
and to the quarry you were dug from.

2Look to Abraham your father,
and to Sarah who bore you;

for when he was but one I called him,
I blessed him,
andmade himmany.
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3For the LORD has comforted Zion.
He has comforted all her waste places,
andhasmadeherwilderness likeEden,
and her desert like the garden of the
LORD.

Joy and gladness will be found in them,
thanksgiving, and the voice of melody.

4 “Listen to me, my people;
and hear me, my nation,

for a lawwill go out fromme,
and Iwill establishmy justice for a light
to the peoples.

5My righteousness is near.
My salvation has gone out,
andmy arms will judge the peoples.

The islands will wait for me,
and they will trust my arm.

6Lift up your eyes to the heavens,
and look at the earth beneath;

for the heavens will vanish away like
smoke,

and the earth will wear out like a gar-
ment.

Its inhabitants will die in the sameway,
but my salvation will be forever,
and my righteousness will not be abol-
ished.

7 “Listen to me, you who know righteous-
ness,

the people in whose heart is my law.
Don’t fear the reproach of men,

and don’t be dismayed at their insults.
8 For the moth will eat them up like a gar-

ment,
and the wormwill eat them like wool;

but my righteousness will be forever,
andmy salvation to all generations.”

9Awake, awake, put on strength, arm of the
LORD!

Awake, as in the days of old,
the generations of ancient times.

Isn’t it you who cut Rahab in pieces,
who pierced themonster?

10 Isn’t it you who dried up the sea,
the waters of the great deep;
who made the depths of the sea a way
for the redeemed to pass over?

11Those ransomed by the LORDwill return,
and comewith singing to Zion.
Everlasting joy shall be on their heads.

They will obtain gladness and joy.
Sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

12 “I, even I, am he who comforts you.
Whoareyou, that youareafraidofman
who shall die,

and of the sonofmanwhowill bemade
as grass?

13 Have you forgotten the LORD your
Maker,

who stretched out the heavens,
and laid the foundations of the earth?

Do you live in fear continually all day be-
cause of the fury of the oppressor,

when he prepares to destroy?
Where is the fury of the oppressor?

14The captive exile will speedily be freed.
Hewill not die and godown into the pit.
His bread won’t fail.

15For I am the LORD your God, who stirs up
the sea

so that its waves roar.
the LORD of Armies is his name.

16 I have put mywords in yourmouth
and have covered you in the shadow of
my hand,

that I may plant the heavens,
and lay the foundations of the earth,
and tell Zion, ‘You aremy people.’ ”

17Awake, awake!
Stand up, Jerusalem,
you who have drunk from the LORD’s
hand the cup of his wrath.

You have drunken the bowl of the cup of
staggering,

and drained it.
18 There is no one to guide her amongst all

the sons towhomshehas givenbirth;
and there isnoonewho takesherby the
hand amongst all the sons whom she
has brought up.

19These two things have happened to you—
whowill grieve with you?—

desolation and destruction,
and famine and the sword.
How can I comfort you?

20Your sons have fainted.
They lie at the head of all the streets,
like an antelope in a net.

They are full of the LORD’s wrath,
the rebuke of your God.

21Therefore now hear this, you afflicted,
and drunken, but not with wine:

22Your Lord GOD,
your God who pleads the cause of his
people, says,

“Behold, I have taken out of your hand the
cup of staggering,

even the bowl of the cup of mywrath.
You will not drink it anymore.

23 I will put it into the hand of those who
afflict you,

who have said to your soul, ‘Bowdown,
that wemaywalk over you;’

and you have laid your back as the
ground,

like a street to those whowalk over.”
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52
1Awake, awake! Put on your strength, Zion.

Put on your beautiful garments,
Jerusalem, the holy city,

for from now on the uncircumcised
and the unclean will no more come
into you.

2 Shake yourself from the dust!
Arise, sit up, Jerusalem!
Release yourself from the bonds of
your neck, captive daughter of Zion!

3 For the LORD says, “You were sold for
nothing;

and you will be redeemed without
money.”

4For the Lord GOD says:
“My people went down at the first into

Egypt to live there;
and the Assyrian has oppressed them
without cause.

5 “Now therefore, what do I do here,” says
the LORD,

“seeing that my people are taken away
for nothing?

Those who rule over them mock,” says the
LORD,

“and my name is blasphemed continu-
ally all day long.

6Thereforemypeople shall knowmyname.
Therefore they shall know in that day
that I am he who speaks.

Behold, it is I.”
7 How beautiful on the mountains are the

feet of himwho brings good news,
who publishes peace,
who brings good news,
who proclaims salvation,
who says to Zion, “Your God reigns!”

8Your watchmen lift up their voice.
Together they sing;
for they shall see eye to eye when the
LORD returns to Zion.

9Break out into joy!
Sing together, you waste places of
Jerusalem;

for the LORD has comforted his people.
He has redeemed Jerusalem.

10The LORD has made his holy arm bare in
the eyes of all the nations.

All the ends of the earth have seen the
salvation of our God.

11 Depart! Depart! Go out from there!
Touch no unclean thing!

Go out from amongst her!
Cleanse yourselves, you who carry the
LORD’s vessels.

12For you shall not go out in haste,
neither shall you go by flight;

for the LORDwill go before you,
and the God of Israel will be your rear
guard.

13Behold, my servant will deal wisely.
He will be exalted and lifted up,
and will be very high.

14 Just as manywere astonished at you—
his appearance was marred more than
anyman, and his formmore than the
sons of men—

15 so he will cleanse†many nations.
Kings will shut their mouths at him;
for they will see that which had not
been told them,

and they will understand that which
they had not heard.

53
1Who has believed ourmessage?

To whom has the LORD’s arm been re-
vealed?

2 For he grew up before him as a tender
plant,

and as a root out of dry ground.
He has no good looks or majesty.

When we see him, there is no beauty
that we should desire him.

3Hewas despised
and rejected bymen,

a man of suffering
and acquainted with disease.

He was despised as one from whom men
hide their face;

and we didn’t respect him.

4 Surely he has borne our sickness
and carried our suffering;

yet we considered him plagued,
struck by God, and afflicted.

5But hewas pierced for our transgressions.
He was crushed for our iniquities.

The punishment that brought our peace
was on him;

and by his wounds we are healed.
6All we like sheep have gone astray.

Everyone has turned to his ownway;
and the LORD has laid on him the iniq-
uity of us all.

7Hewas oppressed,
yet when he was afflicted he didn’t
open his mouth.

As a lamb that is led to the slaughter,
and as a sheep that before its shearers
is silent,

so he didn’t open his mouth.
8 He was taken away by oppression and

judgement.
† 52:15: or, sprinkle
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As for his generation,
who considered that he was cut off out
of the land of the living

and stricken for the disobedience ofmy
people?

9Theymade his grave with the wicked,
and with a richman in his death,

although he had done no violence,
nor was any deceit in his mouth.

10Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him.
He has caused him to suffer.

When youmake his soul an offering for sin,
he will see his offspring.

He will prolong his days
and theLORD’spleasurewill prosper in
his hand.

11After the suffering of his soul,
he will see the light† and be satisfied.

My righteous servant will justify many by
the knowledge of himself;

and he will bear their iniquities.
12 Therefore I will give him a portion with

the great.
He will divide the plunder with the
strong,

because he poured out his soul to death
and was counted with the transgres-
sors;

yet he bore the sins of many
and made intercession for the trans-
gressors.

54
1 “Sing, barren, you who didn’t give birth!

Break out into singing, and cry aloud,
you who didn’t travail with child!

For more are the children of the deso-
late than the children of the married
wife,” says the LORD.

2 “Enlarge the place of your tent,
and let them stretch out the curtains of
your habitations;

don’t spare; lengthen your cords, and
strengthen your stakes.

3 For you will spread out on the right hand
and on the left;

and your offspring will possess the na-
tions

and settle in desolate cities.

4 “Don’t be afraid, for you will not be
ashamed.

Don’t be confounded, for you will not
be disappointed.

For youwill forget the shameof your youth.
You will remember the reproach of
your widowhood nomore.

5ForyourMaker is yourhusband; theLORD
of Armies is his name.

The Holy One of Israel is your Re-
deemer.

He will be called the God of the whole
earth.

6 For the LORD has called you as a wife
forsaken and grieved in spirit,

even a wife of youth, when she is cast
off,” says your God.

7 “For a small moment I have forsaken you,
but Iwill gatheryouwithgreatmercies.

8 In overflowing wrath I hid my face from
you for amoment,

but with everlasting loving kindness I
will have mercy on you,” says the
LORD your Redeemer.

9 “For this is like the waters of Noah tome;
for as I have sworn that the waters of
Noahwill nomore go over the earth,

so I have sworn that I will not be angry
with you, nor rebuke you.

10For themountains may depart,
and the hills be removed,

butmy lovingkindnesswill not depart from
you,

and my covenant of peace will not be
removed,”

says the LORDwho hasmercy on you.
11“Youafflicted, tossedwith storms, andnot

comforted,
behold, I will set your stones in beauti-
ful colours,

and lay your foundations with sap-
phires.

12 I will make your pinnacles of rubies,
your gates of sparkling jewels,
and all your walls of precious stones.

13 All your children will be taught by the
LORD,

and your children’s peacewill be great.
14Youwill be established in righteousness.

You will be far from oppression,
for you will not be afraid,
and far from terror,
for it shall not come near you.

15Behold, theymay gather together, but not
byme.

Whoever gathers together against you
will fall because of you.

16 “Behold, I have created the blacksmith
who fans the coals into flame,

and forges a weapon for his work;
and I have created the destroyer to de-
stroy.

17Noweapon that is formedagainstyouwill
prevail;

and you will condemn every tongue
that rises against you in judgement.

† 53:11: So read the Dead Sea Scrolls and Septuagint. Masoretic Text omits “the light”.
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This is the heritage of the LORD’s servants,
and their righteousness is of me,” says
the LORD.

55
1 “Hey! Come, everyone who thirsts, to the

waters!
Come, he who has no money, buy, and
eat!

Yes, come, buy wine and milk without
money andwithout price.

2Whydoyou spendmoney for thatwhich is
not bread,

and your labour for that which doesn’t
satisfy?

Listen diligently to me, and eat that which
is good,

and let your soul delight itself in rich-
ness.

3Turn your ear, and come tome.
Hear, and your soul will live.
I will make an everlasting covenant
with you, even the sure mercies of
David.

4 Behold, I have given him for a witness to
the peoples,

a leader and commander to the peo-
ples.

5 Behold, you shall call a nation that you
don’t know;

and a nation that didn’t know you shall
run to you,

because of the LORD your God,
and for the Holy One of Israel;
for he has glorified you.”

6 Seek the LORDwhile hemay be found.
Call on himwhile he is near.

7Let the wicked forsake his way,
and the unrighteous man his thoughts.

Let him return to the LORD, and he will
havemercy on him,

to our God, for he will freely pardon.

8 “Formy thoughts are not your thoughts,
and your ways are not my ways,” says
the LORD.

9 “For as the heavens are higher than the
earth,

so are myways higher than your ways,
andmy thoughts than your thoughts.

10For as the rain comes down and the snow
from the sky,

and doesn’t return there, but waters
the earth,

andmakes it grow and bud,
and gives seed to the sower and bread
to the eater;

11 so is myword that goes out of mymouth:
it will not return to me void,
but it will accomplish that which I
please,

and it will prosper in the thing I sent it
to do.

12For you shall go out with joy,
and be led out with peace.

The mountains and the hills will break out
before you into singing;

and all the trees of the fields will clap
their hands.

13 Instead of the thorn the cypress tree will
come up;

and instead of the brier the myrtle tree
will come up.

It will make a name for the LORD,
for an everlasting sign that will not be
cut off.”

56
1The LORD says:

“Maintain justice
and do what is right,

for my salvation is near
and my righteousness will soon be re-
vealed.

2Blessed is themanwho does this,
and the son of manwho holds it fast;

whokeeps the Sabbathwithout profaning it
and keeps his hand from doing any
evil.”

3Let no foreignerwho has joined himself to
the LORD speak, saying,

“The LORD will surely separate me
from his people.”

Donot let the eunuch say, “Behold, I am
a dry tree.”

4 For the LORD says, “To the eunuchs who
keepmy Sabbaths,

choose the things that please me,
and hold fast to my covenant,

5 Iwill give them inmyhouseandwithinmy
walls a memorial and a name better
than of sons and of daughters.

I will give them an everlasting name
that will not be cut off.

6Also the foreignerswho join themselves to
the LORD

to serve him,
and to love the LORD’s name,

to be his servants,
everyone who keeps the Sabbath from pro-

faning it,
and holds fast my covenant,

7 I will bring these to my holy mountain,
and make them joyful in my house of
prayer.

Their burnt offerings and their sacrifices
will be accepted onmy altar;

for my house will be called a house of
prayer for all peoples.”

8The LordGOD,who gathers the outcasts of
Israel, says,
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“I will yet gather others to him,
in addition to his own who are gath-
ered.”

9All you animals of the field,
come to devour,
all you animals in the forest.

10His watchmen are blind.
They are all without knowledge.

They are all mute dogs.
They can’t bark—
dreaming, lying down, loving to slum-
ber.

11Yes, the dogs are greedy.
They can never have enough.

They are shepherds who can’t understand.
They have all turned to their ownway,
each one to his gain, from every quar-
ter.

12 “Come,” they say, “I will get wine,
and we will fill ourselves with strong
drink;

and tomorrowwill be as today,
great beyondmeasure.”

57
1The righteous perish,

and no one lays it to heart.
Merciful men are taken away,

andnoone considers that the righteous
is taken away from the evil.

2He enters into peace.
They rest in their beds,
each onewhowalks in his uprightness.

3 “But draw near here, you sons of a sorcer-
ess,

you offspring of adulterers and prosti-
tutes.

4Whom do youmock?
Against whom do you make a wide
mouth

and stick out your tongue?
Aren’t you children of disobedience

and offspring of falsehood,
5 you who inflame yourselves amongst the

oaks,
under every green tree;

who kill the children in the valleys,
under the clefts of the rocks?

6Amongst the smooth stones of the valley is
your portion.

They, they are your lot.
You have even poured a drink offering to

them.
You have offered an offering.
Shall I be appeased for these things?

7On a high and loftymountain you have set
your bed.

You also went up there to offer sacri-
fice.

8Youhave set up yourmemorial behind the
doors and the posts,

for you have exposed yourself to some-
one besides me,

and have gone up.
You have enlarged your bed

andmade you a covenant with them.
You loved what you saw on their bed.

9Youwent to the king with oil,
increased your perfumes,
sent your ambassadors far off,
and degraded yourself even to Sheol.†

10Youwereweariedwith the length of your
ways;

yet you didn’t say, ‘It is in vain.’
You found a reviving of your strength;

therefore you weren’t faint.
11 “Whom have you dreaded and feared,

so that you lie,
and have not rememberedme, nor laid
it to your heart?

Haven’t I held my peace for a long time,
and you don’t fear me?

12 I will declare your righteousness;
and as for your works, they will not
benefit you.

13When you cry,
let those whom you have gathered de-
liver you,

but the wind will take them.
A breath will carry them all away,

but he who takes refuge in me will possess
the land,

and will inherit my holy mountain.”
14He will say, “Build up, build up, prepare

the way!
Remove the stumbling-block out of the
way of my people.”

15 For the high and lofty One who inhabits
eternity,

whose name is Holy, says:
“I dwell in thehighandholyplace,withhim

also who is of a contrite and humble
spirit,

to revive the spirit of the humble,
and to revive the heart of the contrite.

16For Iwill not contend forever, neitherwill
I always be angry;

for the spirit would faint before me,
and the souls whom I havemade.

17 I was angry because of the iniquity of his
covetousness and struck him.

I hid myself and was angry;
and he went on backsliding in the way
of his heart.

18 I have seen his ways, and will heal him.
I will lead him also,
and restore comforts to him and to his
mourners.

† 57:9: Sheol is the place of the dead.
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19 I create the fruit of the lips:
Peace, peace, to him who is far off and
to himwho is near,”

says the LORD; “and I will heal them.”
20But the wicked are like the troubled sea;

for it can’t rest and its waters cast up
mire andmud.

21 “There is no peace”, says my God,
“for the wicked.”

58
1 “Cry aloud! Don’t spare!

Lift up your voice like a trumpet!
Declare to my people their disobedience,

and to the house of Jacob their sins.
2Yet they seekme daily,

and delight to knowmyways.
As a nation that did righteousness,

and didn’t forsake the ordinance of
their God,

they ask of me righteous judgements.
They delight to draw near to God.

3 ‘Why have we fasted,’ they say, ‘and you
don’t see?

Why have we afflicted our soul, and
you don’t notice?’

“Behold, in the day of your fast you find
pleasure,

and oppress all your labourers.
4Behold, you fast for strife and contention,

and to strikewith thefistofwickedness.
You don’t fast today so as to make your
voice to be heard on high.

5 Is this the fast that I have chosen?
A day for aman to humble his soul?

Is it to bow down his head like a reed,
and to spread sackcloth and ashes un-
der himself?

Will you call this a fast,
and an acceptable day to the LORD?

6 “Isn’t this the fast that I have chosen:
to release the bonds of wickedness,
to undo the straps of the yoke,
to let the oppressed go free,
and that you break every yoke?

7 Isn’t it to distribute your bread to the hun-
gry,

and that you bring the poor who are
cast out to your house?

When you see the naked,
that you cover him;
and that you not hide yourself from
your own flesh?

8Thenyour lightwill breakout as themorn-
ing,

and your healing will appear quickly;
then your righteousness shall go before

you,
and the LORD’s glory will be your rear
guard.

9 Then you will call, and the LORD will
answer.

You will cry for help, and he will say,
‘Here I am.’

“If you take away from amongst you the
yoke,

finger pointing,
and speaking wickedly;

10 and if you pour out your soul to the hun-
gry,

and satisfy the afflicted soul,
then your light will rise in darkness,

and your obscurity will be as the noon-
day;

11and the LORDwill guide you continually,
satisfy your soul in dry places,
andmake your bones strong.

You will be like a watered garden,
and like a spring of water
whose waters don’t fail.

12Thosewhowill be of youwill build theold
waste places.

You will raise up the foundations of
many generations.

You will be called Repairer of the Breach,
Restorer of Paths with Dwellings.

13 “If you turn away your foot from the
Sabbath,

from doing your pleasure on my holy
day,

and call the Sabbath a delight,
and the holy of the LORD honourable,
and honour it,
not doing your ownways,
nor finding your own pleasure,
nor speaking your ownwords,

14 then you will delight yourself in the
LORD,

and I will make you to ride on the high
places of the earth,

and I will feed you with the heritage of
Jacob your father;”

for the LORD’s mouth has spoken it.

59
1Behold, the LORD’s hand is not shortened,

that it can’t save;
nor his ear dull, that it can’t hear.

2 But your iniquities have separated you
and your God,

and your sins have hidden his face
from you,

so that he will not hear.
3For your hands are defiled with blood,

and your fingers with iniquity.
Your lips have spoken lies.

Your tonguemutters wickedness.
4No one sues in righteousness,

and no one pleads in truth.
They trust in vanity
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and speak lies.
They conceive mischief

and give birth to iniquity.
5They hatch adders’ eggs

and weave the spider’s web.
He who eats of their eggs dies;

and that which is crushed breaks out
into a viper.

6Their webs won’t become garments.
Theywon’t cover themselveswith their
works.

Their works are works of iniquity,
and acts of violence are in their hands.

7Their feet run to evil,
and they hurry to shed innocent blood.

Their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity.
Desolation and destruction are in their
paths.

8They don’t know the way of peace;
and there is no justice in their ways.

They have made crooked paths for them-
selves;

whoever goes in them doesn’t know
peace.

9Therefore justice is far from us,
and righteousness doesn’t overtake us.

We look for light, but see darkness;
for brightness, but we walk in obscu-
rity.

10We grope for the wall like the blind.
Yes, we grope as those who have no
eyes.

We stumble at noon as if it were twilight.
Amongst those who are strong, we are
like deadmen.

11We all roar like bears
andmoan sadly like doves.

We look for justice, but there is none,
for salvation, but it is far off from us.

12For our transgressions are multiplied be-
fore you,

and our sins testify against us;
for our transgressions are with us,

and as for our iniquities, we know
them:

13 transgressing and denying the LORD,
and turning away from following our
God,

speaking oppression and revolt,
conceiving and uttering from the heart
words of falsehood.

14 Justice is turned away backward,
and righteousness stands far away;

for truth has fallen in the street,
and uprightness can’t enter.

15Yes, truth is lacking;
and he who departs from evil makes
himself a prey.

The LORD saw it,

and it displeased him that therewas no
justice.

16He saw that there was noman,
and wondered that there was no inter-
cessor.

Thereforehis ownarmbrought salvation to
him;

and his righteousness sustained him.
17He put on righteousness as a breastplate,

and a helmet of salvation on his head.
He put on garments of vengeance for cloth-

ing,
and was clad with zeal as a mantle.

18According to their deeds,
he will repay as appropriate:
wrath to his adversaries,
recompense to his enemies.
He will repay the islands their due.

19 So they will fear the LORD’s name from
the west,

and his glory from the rising of the sun;
for he will come as a rushing stream,

which the LORD’s breath drives.

20 “A Redeemer will come to Zion,
and to those who turn from disobedi-
ence in Jacob,” says the LORD.

21 “As for me, this is my covenant with
them,” says the LORD. “My Spirit who is on
you, andmywordswhich I haveput in your
mouth shall not depart out of your mouth,
nor out of the mouth of your offspring, nor
out of the mouth of your offspring’s off-
spring,” says the LORD, “from now on and
forever.”

60
1 “Arise, shine; for your light has come,

and the LORD’s glory has risen on you!
2For behold, darkness will cover the earth,

and thick darkness the peoples;
but the LORDwill arise on you,

and his glory shall be seen on you.
3Nations will come to your light,

and kings to the brightness of your ris-
ing.

4 “Lift up your eyes all around, and see:
they all gather themselves together.
They come to you.

Your sons will come from far away,
and your daughters will be carried in
arms.

5Then you shall see and be radiant,
and your heart will thrill and be en-
larged;

because the abundance of the sea will be
turned to you.

The wealth of the nations will come to
you.

6Amultitude of camels will cover you,
the dromedaries of Midian and Ephah.
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All from Sheba will come.
They will bring gold and frankincense,
and will proclaim the praises of the
LORD.

7 All the flocks of Kedar will be gathered
together to you.

The rams of Nebaioth will serve you.
They will be accepted as offerings on my

altar;
and I will beautify my glorious house.

8 “Who are these who fly as a cloud,
and as the doves to their windows?

9 Surely the islands will wait for me,
and the ships of Tarshish first,

to bring your sons from far away,
their silver and their gold with them,

for the name of the LORD your God,
and for the Holy One of Israel,
because he has glorified you.

10 “Foreigners will build up your walls,
and their kings will serve you;

for in mywrath I struck you,
but in my favour I have had mercy on
you.

11Your gates also shall be open continually;
they shall not be shut day nor night,
thatmenmaybring to you thewealth
of the nations, and their kings led
captive.

12 For that nation and kingdom that will
not serve you shall perish; yes, those
nations shall be utterly wasted.

13 “The glory of Lebanon shall come to you,
thecypress tree, thepine, and thebox
tree together, to beautify the place of
my sanctuary; and I will make the
place of my feet glorious.

14 The sons of those who afflicted you will
come bowing to you;

and all those who despised you will
bow themselves down at the soles of
your feet.

They will call you the LORD’s City,
the Zion of the Holy One of Israel.

15 “Whereas you have been forsaken and
hated,

so that no one passed through you,
I will make you an eternal excellency,

a joy of many generations.
16Youwill alsodrink themilk of thenations,

and will nurse from royal breasts.
Then you will know that I, the LORD, am

your Saviour,
your Redeemer,
the Mighty One of Jacob.

17For bronze I will bring gold;
for iron I will bring silver;

for wood, bronze,
and for stones, iron.

I will also make peace your governor,
and righteousness your ruler.

18 Violence shall no more be heard in your
land,

nor desolation or destruction within
your borders;

but you will call your walls Salvation,
and your gates Praise.

19The sunwill be nomore your light by day,
norwill thebrightnessof themoongive
light to you,

but the LORDwill be your everlasting light,
and your Godwill be your glory.

20Your sun will not go down anymore,
nor will yourmoonwithdraw itself;

for the LORDwill be your everlasting light,
and the days of your mourning will
end.

21Then your people will all be righteous.
They will inherit the land forever,
the branch of my planting,
the work of my hands,
that I may be glorified.

22The little one will become a thousand,
and the small one a strong nation.
I, the LORD, will do this quickly in its
time.”

61
1The Lord GOD’s Spirit is onme,

because the LORD has anointed me to
preach good news to the humble.

He has sent me to bind up the broken
hearted,

to proclaim liberty to the captives
and release to those who are bound,†

2 to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favour
and the day of vengeance of our God,
to comfort all whomourn,

3 to provide for those whomourn in Zion,
to give to them a garland for ashes,
the oil of joy for mourning,
the garment of praise for the spirit of
heaviness,

that they may be called trees of righteous-
ness,

the planting of the LORD,
that hemay be glorified.

4They will rebuild the old ruins.
They will raise up the former devas-
tated places.

They will repair the ruined cities
that have been devastated for many
generations.

5 Strangers will stand and feed your flocks.
Foreigners will work your fields and
your vineyards.

6But you will be called the LORD’s priests.
† 61:1: LXX and DSS add: recovery of sight to the blind
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Men will call you the servants of our
God.

You will eat the wealth of the nations.
You will boast in their glory.

7 Instead of your shame you will have dou-
ble.

Instead of dishonour, they will rejoice
in their portion.

Therefore in their land they will possess
double.

Everlasting joy will be to them.
8 “For I, the LORD, love justice.

I hate robbery and iniquity.
I will give them their reward in truth

and I will make an everlasting
covenant with them.

9Their offspringwill be knownamongst the
nations,

and their offspring amongst the peo-
ples.

All who see themwill acknowledge them,
that they are the offspring which the
LORD has blessed.”

10 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD!
My soul will be joyful in my God,

for he has clothed me with the garments of
salvation.

He has covered me with the robe of
righteousness,

as a bridegroom decks himself with a
garland

and as a bride adorns herself with her
jewels.

11For as the earth produces its bud,
andas thegardencauses the things that
are sown in it to spring up,

so the Lord GOD will cause righteous-
ness and praise to spring up before
all the nations.

62
1For Zion’s sake I will not holdmy peace,

and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest,
until her righteousness shines out like the

dawn,
and her salvation like a burning lamp.

2The nations will see your righteousness,
and all kings your glory.

You will be called by a new name,
which the LORD’s mouth will name.

3 You will also be a crown of beauty in the
LORD’s hand,

and a royal diadem in your God’s hand.
4Youwill not be called Forsaken anymore,

nor will your land be called Desolate
anymore;

but you will be called Hephzibah,†
and your land Beulah;‡

for the LORD delights in you,

and your land will be married.
5For as a youngmanmarries a virgin,

so your sons will marry you.
As a bridegroom rejoices over his bride,

so your Godwill rejoice over you.
6 I have set watchmen on your walls,

Jerusalem.
Theywill never be silent day nor night.

You who call on the LORD, take no rest,
7 and give him no rest until he estab-
lishes,

and until he makes Jerusalem a praise
in the earth.

8The LORD has sworn by his right hand,
and by the arm of his strength,

“Surely I will no more give your grain to be
food for your enemies,

and foreigners will not drink your new
wine, for which you have laboured,

9but thosewho have harvested it will eat it,
and praise the LORD.

Those who have gathered it will drink
it in the courts of my sanctuary.”

10Go through, go through the gates!
Prepare the way of the people!

Build up, build up the highway!
Gather out the stones!
Lift up a banner for the peoples.

11 Behold, the LORD has proclaimed to the
end of the earth:

“Say to the daughter of Zion,
‘Behold, your salvation comes!

Behold, his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him!’ ”

12They will call them “The Holy People,
The LORD’s Redeemed”.

You will be called “Sought Out,
A City Not Forsaken”.

63
1Who is this who comes from Edom,

with dyed garments from Bozrah?
Who is this who is glorious in his clothing,

marching in the greatness of his
strength?

“It is I who speak in righteousness,
mighty to save.”

2Why is your clothing red,
and your garments like himwho treads
in the wine vat?

3 “I have trodden the wine press alone.
Of the peoples, no one was withme.

Yes, I trod them inmy anger
and trampled them inmywrath.

Their lifeblood is sprinkled on my gar-
ments,

and I have stained all my clothing.
† 62:4: Hephzibahmeans “I delight in her”. ‡ 62:4: Beulahmeans “married”
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4For the day of vengeance was inmy heart,
and the year ofmy redeemedhas come.

5 I looked, and there was no one to help;
and I wondered that there was no one
to uphold.

Thereforemyownarmbrought salvation to
me.

My ownwrath upheldme.
6 I trod down the peoples in my anger

andmade them drunk inmywrath.
I poured their lifeblood out on the
earth.”

7 I will tell of the loving kindnesses of the
LORD

and the praises of the LORD,
according toall that theLORDhasgiven
to us,

and the great goodness towards the house
of Israel,

which he has given to them according
to his mercies,

and according to the multitude of his
loving kindnesses.

8For he said, “Surely, they aremy people,
children whowill not deal falsely;”
so he became their Saviour.

9 In all their affliction he was afflicted,
and the angel of his presence saved
them.

In his love and in his pity he redeemed
them.

He bore them,
and carried them all the days of old.

10But they rebelled
and grieved his Holy Spirit.

Therefore he turned and became their en-
emy,

and he himself fought against them.

11Then he remembered the days of old,
Moses and his people, saying,

“Where is he who brought them up out
of the sea with the shepherds of his
flock?

Where is he who put his Holy Spirit
amongst them?”

12 Who caused his glorious arm to be at
Moses’ right hand?

Whodivided thewatersbefore them, to
make himself an everlasting name?

13Who led them through the depths,
like a horse in the wilderness,
so that they didn’t stumble?

14 As the livestock that go down into the
valley,

the LORD’s Spirit caused them to rest.
Soyou ledyourpeople tomakeyourself
a glorious name.

15Look down from heaven,

and see from the habitation of your
holiness and of your glory.

Where are your zeal and yourmighty acts?
The yearning of your heart and your
compassion is restrained towards
me.

16For you are our Father,
though Abraham doesn’t know us,
and Israel does not acknowledge us.

You, LORD, are our Father.
Our Redeemer from everlasting is your
name.

17 O LORD, why do you make us wander
from your ways,

and harden our heart from your fear?
Return for your servants’ sake,

the tribes of your inheritance.
18 Your holy people possessed it but a little

while.
Our adversaries have trodden down
your sanctuary.

19 We have become like those over whom
you never ruled,

like those who were not called by your
name.

64
1Oh that you would tear the heavens,

that you would come down,
that themountainsmightquakeatyour
presence—

2as when fire kindles the brushwood,
and the fire causes the water to boil.

Make your name known to your adver-
saries,

that the nations may tremble at your
presence!

3When you did awesome things which we
didn’t look for,

you came down, and the mountains
quaked at your presence.

4For from of old men have not heard,
nor perceived by the ear,
nor has the eye seen a God besides you,
whoworks for himwhowaits for him.

5You meet him who rejoices and does righ-
teousness,

thosewhorememberyou inyourways.
Behold, you were angry, and we sinned.

We have been in sin for a long time.
Shall we be saved?

6 For we have all become like one who is
unclean,

and all our righteousness is like a pol-
luted garment.

We all fade like a leaf;
and our iniquities, like the wind, take
us away.

7There is no one who calls on your name,
who stirs himself up to takeholdof you;

for you have hidden your face from us,
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andhave consumedus bymeans of our
iniquities.

8But now, LORD, you are our Father.
We are the clay and you our potter.
We all are the work of your hand.

9Don’t be furious, LORD.
Don’t remember iniquity forever.

Look and see, we beg you,
we are all your people.

10 Your holy cities have become a wilder-
ness.

Zion has become a wilderness,
Jerusalem a desolation.

11Our holy and our beautiful house where
our fathers praised you

is burnt with fire.
All our pleasant places are laid waste.

12 Will you hold yourself back for these
things, LORD?

Will you keep silent and punish us very
severely?

65
1 “I am enquired of by those who didn’t ask.

I amfoundby thosewhodidn’t seekme.
I said, ‘See me, see me,’ to a nation that
was not called bymy name.

2 I have spread out my hands all day to a
rebellious people,

who walk in a way that is not good,
after their own thoughts;

3 a people who provoke me to my face con-
tinually,

sacrificing in gardens,
and burning incense on bricks;

4who sit amongst the graves,
and spend nights in secret places;

who eat pig’s meat,
and broth of abominable things is in
their vessels;

5who say, ‘Stay by yourself,
don’t come near to me,
for I am holier than you.’

These are smoke inmy nose,
a fire that burns all day.

6 “Behold, it is written before me:
I will not keep silence,
but will repay,
yes, I will repay into their bosom

7 your own iniquities and the iniquities
of your fathers together”, says the
LORD,

“who have burnt incense on themoun-
tains,

and blasphemedme on the hills.
Therefore I will first measure their
work into their bosom.”

8The LORD says,
“As the newwine is found in the cluster,

and one says, ‘Don’t destroy it, for a
blessing is in it:’

so I will do for my servants’ sake,
that I may not destroy them all.

9 I will bring offspring out of Jacob,
and out of Judah an inheritor of my
mountains.

My chosen will inherit it,
andmy servants will dwell there.

10 Sharon will be a fold of flocks,
and the valley of Achor a place for
herds to lie down in,

for my people who have sought me.

11 “But you who forsake the LORD,
who forget my holy mountain,
who prepare a table for Fortune,
and who fill upmixed wine to Destiny;

12 I will destine you to the sword,
and you will all bow down to the
slaughter;

because when I called, you didn’t answer.
When I spoke, you didn’t listen;

but you did that which was evil in my eyes,
and chose that in which I didn’t de-
light.”

13Therefore the Lord GOD says,
“Behold, my servants will eat,

but you will be hungry;
behold, my servants will drink,

but you will be thirsty.
Behold, my servants will rejoice,

but you will be disappointed.
14 Behold, my servants will sing for joy of

heart,
but you will cry for sorrow of heart,
and will wail for anguish of spirit.

15Youwill leaveyournameforacurse tomy
chosen,

and the Lord GODwill kill you.
He will call his servants by another name,

16 so that he who blesses himself in the
earth will bless himself in the God of
truth;

and he who swears in the earth will
swear by the God of truth;

because the former troubles are forgotten,
and because they are hidden from my
eyes.

17 “For, behold, I create new heavens and a
new earth;

and the former things will not be re-
membered,

nor come into mind.
18 But be glad and rejoice forever in that

which I create;
for, behold, I create Jerusalem to be a
delight,

and her people a joy.
19 I will rejoice in Jerusalem,
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and delight in my people;
and the voice of weeping and the voice of

crying
will be heard in her nomore.

20“Nomorewill therebean infantwhoonly
lives a few days,

nor an old man who has not filled his
days;

for the childwill die one hundred years old,
and the sinner being one hundred
years old will be accursed.

21They will build houses and inhabit them.
They will plant vineyards and eat their
fruit.

22They will not build and another inhabit.
They will not plant and another eat;

for the days of my people will be like the
days of a tree,

andmychosenwill long enjoy thework
of their hands.

23They will not labour in vain
nor give birth for calamity;

for they are the offspring of the LORD’s
blessed

and their descendants with them.
24 It will happen that before they call, I will

answer;
and while they are yet speaking, I will
hear.

25The wolf and the lambwill feed together.
The lion will eat straw like the ox.
Dust will be the serpent’s food.

Theywill not hurt nor destroy in allmyholy
mountain,”

says the LORD.

66
1The LORD says:

“Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my
footstool.

What kind of house will you build to
me?

Where will I rest?
2Formy hand has made all these things,

and so all these things came to be,” says
the LORD:

“but I will look to this man,
even to hewho is poor and of a contrite
spirit,

and who trembles at myword.
3Hewhokills an ox is as hewho kills aman;

he who sacrifices a lamb, as he who
breaks a dog’s neck;

he who offers an offering, as he who
offers pig’s blood;

he who burns frankincense, as he who
blesses an idol.

Yes, they have chosen their ownways,
and their soul delights in their abomi-
nations.

4 I also will choose their delusions,

and will bring their fears on them,
because when I called, no one answered;

when I spoke, they didn’t listen,
but they did that whichwas evil inmy eyes,

and chose that in which I didn’t de-
light.”

5Hear the LORD’s word,
you who tremble at his word:

“Your brothers who hate you,
who cast you out for my name’s sake,
have said,

‘Let the LORD be glorified,
that wemay see your joy;’
but it is those who shall be disap-
pointed.

6A voice of tumult from the city,
a voice from the temple,
a voice of the LORD that repays his
enemies what they deserve.

7 “Before she travailed, she gave birth.
Before her pain came, she delivered a
son.

8Who has heard of such a thing?
Who has seen such things?

Shall a land be born in one day?
Shall a nation be born at once?

For as soon as Zion travailed,
she gave birth to her children.

9 Shall I bring to the birth, and not cause to
be delivered?” says the LORD.

“Shall I who cause to give birth shut the
womb?” says your God.

10 “Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for
her, all you who love her.

Rejoice for joy with her, all you who
mourn over her;

11 that youmaynurse and be satisfied at the
comforting breasts;

that youmay drink deeply,
andbedelightedwith theabundanceof
her glory.”

12 For the LORD says, “Behold, I will extend
peace to her like a river,

and the glory of the nations like an
overflowing stream,

and youwill nurse.
You will be carried on her side,

and will be dandled on her knees.
13As one whom his mother comforts,

so I will comfort you.
You will be comforted in Jerusalem.”

14 You will see it, and your heart shall re-
joice,

and your bones will flourish like the
tender grass.

The LORD’s hand will be known amongst
his servants;
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and he will have indignation against
his enemies.

15For, behold, the LORDwill comewith fire,
and his chariots will be like the whirl-
wind;

to give his anger with fierceness,
and his rebuke with flames of fire.

16 For the LORD will execute judgement by
fire and by his sword on all flesh;

and those slain by the LORD will be
many.

17 “Those who sanctify themselves and
purify themselves to go to the gardens, fol-
lowing one in themiddle, eating pig’s meat,
abominable things, and the mouse, they
shall come to an end together,” says the
LORD.

18 “For I know their works and their
thoughts. The time comes that I will gather
all nations and languages, and they will
come, and will see my glory.

19 “I will set a sign amongst them, and
I will send those who escape of them to
the nations, to Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, who
draw the bow, to Tubal and Javan, to far-
away islands,whohavenot heardmy fame,
nor have seen my glory; and they shall
declare my glory amongst the nations.

20 They shall bring all your brothers out
of all the nations for an offering to the
LORD, on horses, in chariots, in litters, on
mules, and on camels, tomy holymountain
Jerusalem, says the LORD, as the children of
Israel bring their offering in a clean vessel
into the LORD’s house.

21 Of them I will also select priests and
Levites,” says the LORD.

22 “For as the new heavens and the new
earth, which I will make, shall remain be-
fore me,” says the LORD, “so your offspring
and your name shall remain.

23 It shall happen that from one new
moon to another, and from one Sabbath
to another, all flesh will come to worship
before me,” says the LORD.

24 “They will go out, and look at the dead
bodies of the men who have transgressed
against me; for their wormwill not die, nor
will their fire be quenched, and theywill be
loathsome to all mankind.”
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The Book of
Jeremiah

1 The words of Jeremiah the son of
Hilkiah, one of the priests who were in
Anathoth in the land of Benjamin.

2 The LORD’s† word came to him in the
days of Josiah the son of Amon, king of
Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign.

3 It came also in the days of Jehoiakim the
son of Josiah, king of Judah, to the end of
the eleventh year of Zedekiah, the son of
Josiah, king of Judah, to the carrying away
of Jerusalem captive in the fifthmonth.

4Now the LORD’s word came to me, say-
ing,
5 “Before I formed you in the womb, I knew

you.
Before you were born, I sanctified you.
I have appointed you a prophet to the
nations.”

6 Then I said, “Ah, Lord‡ GOD! Behold,§ I
don’t know how to speak; for I am a child.”

7But theLORDsaid tome, “Don’t say, ‘I am
achild;’ for youmust go towhomever I send
you, andyoumust saywhatever I command
you.

8Don’t be afraid because of them, for I am
with you to rescue you,” says the LORD.

9 Then the LORD stretched out his hand
and touched my mouth. Then the LORD
said to me, “Behold, I have put mywords in
yourmouth.

10 Behold, I have today set you over the
nations and over the kingdoms, to uproot
and to tear down, to destroy and to over-
throw, to build and to plant.”

11Moreover theLORD’sword came tome,
saying, “Jeremiah, what do you see?”
I said, “I see a branch of an almond tree.”
12 Then the LORD said to me, “You have

seen well; for I watch over my word to
perform it.”

13 The LORD’s word came to me the sec-
ond time, saying, “What do you see?”
I said, “I see a boiling cauldron; and it is

tipping away from the north.”
14 Then the LORD said to me, “Out of the

north, evil will break out on all the inhabi-
tants of the land.

15For behold, I will call all the families of
the kingdoms of the north,” says the LORD.
“They will come, and they will each set his

throne at the entrance of the gates of
Jerusalem,

and against all its walls all around, and
against all the cities of Judah.

16 I will utter my judgements against them
concerning all their wickedness,

in that they have forsakenme,
and have burnt incense to other gods,
andworshipped theworks of their own
hands.

17 “You therefore put your belt on your
waist, arise, and say to them all that I com-
mand you. Don’t be dismayed at them, lest
I dismay you before them.

18 For behold, I have made you today a
fortified city, an iron pillar, and bronze
walls against the whole land—against the
kings of Judah, against its princes, against
its priests, and against the people of the
land.

19Theywillfightagainst you, but theywill
not prevail against you; for I am with you”,
says the LORD, “to rescue you.”

2
1The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
2 “Go and proclaim in the ears of

Jerusalem, saying, ‘The LORD says,
“I remember for you the kindness of your

youth,
your love as a bride,

how youwent after me in the wilderness,
in a land that was not sown.

3 Israel was holiness to the LORD,
the first fruits of his increase.

All who devour himwill be held guilty.
Evil will come on them,” ’ says the
LORD.”

4Hear the LORD’sword, O house of Jacob,
and all the families of the house of Israel!

5The LORD says,
“What unrighteousness have your fathers

found inme,
that they have gone far fromme,

and have walked after worthless vanity,
and have becomeworthless?

6 They didn’t say, ‘Where is the LORD who
brought us up out of the land of
Egypt,

who led us through the wilderness,
through a land of deserts and of pits,
through a land of drought and of the
shadow of death,

through a land that no one passed
through,

and where noman lived?’
7 I brought you into a plentiful land

to eat its fruit and its goodness;
but when you entered, you defiledmy land,

andmademyheritage anabomination.
† 1:2: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew
,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). ‡ 1:6: Theword translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” § 1:6: “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“
means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.



Jeremiah 2:8 618 Jeremiah 2:31

8 The priests didn’t say, ‘Where is the
LORD?’

and those who handle the law didn’t
knowme.

The rulers also transgressed against me,
and the prophets prophesied by Baal
and followed things that do not profit.

9 “Therefore I will yet contend with you,”
says the LORD,

“and Iwill contendwithyourchildren’s
children.

10For pass over to the islands of Kittim, and
see.

Send to Kedar, and consider diligently,
and see if there has been such a thing.

11Has a nation changed its gods,
which really are no gods?
Butmypeoplehavechanged their glory
for that which doesn’t profit.

12 “Be astonished, you heavens, at this
and be horribly afraid.
Be very desolate,” says the LORD.

13“Formypeoplehavecommitted twoevils:
they have forsaken me, the spring of
living waters,

and cut out cisterns for themselves:
broken cisterns that can’t holdwater.

14 Is Israel a slave?
Is he born into slavery?
Why has he become a captive?

15 The young lions have roared at him and
raised their voices.

They havemade his land waste.
His cities are burnt up, without inhabi-
tant.

16 The children also of Memphis and
Tahpanheshavebroken the crownof
your head.

17 “Haven’t you brought this on yourself,
in that you have forsaken the LORD
your God,† when he led you by the
way?

18Now what do you gain by going to Egypt,
to drink the waters of the Shihor?

Orwhydoyou go on theway toAssyria,
to drink the waters of the River?‡

19 “Your ownwickedness will correct you,
and your backsliding will rebuke you.

Know therefore and see that it is an evil and
bitter thing,

that you have forsaken the LORD your
God,

and thatmy fear is not in you,” says the
Lord, GOD§ of Armies.

20 “For long ago I broke off your yoke,
and burst your bonds.

You said, ‘I will not serve;’

for on every high hill and under every
green tree you bowed yourself,

playing the prostitute.
21Yet I had planted you a noble vine,

a pure and faithful seed.
How then have you turned into the de-
generate branches of a foreign vine
to me?

22For though youwash yourself with lye,
and usemuch soap,
yet your iniquity ismarked beforeme,”
says the Lord GOD.

23 “How can you say, ‘I am not defiled.
I have not gone after the Baals’?

See your way in the valley.
Knowwhat you have done.

You are a swift dromedary traversing her
ways,

24awilddonkeyused to thewilderness, that
sniffs the wind in her craving.

When she is in heat, who can turn her
away?

All those who seek her will not weary
themselves. In her month, they will
find her.

25 “Keep your feet from being bare,
and your throat from thirst.

But you said, ‘It is in vain.
No, for I have loved strangers,
and I will go after them.’

26As the thief is ashamedwhen he is found,
so the house of Israel is ashamed—
they, their kings, their princes, their
priests, and their prophets,

27who tell wood, ‘You aremy father,’
and a stone, ‘You have given birth to
me,’

for they have turned their back to me,
and not their face,
but in the time of their trouble theywill
say, ‘Arise, and save us!’

28 “But where are your gods that you have
made for yourselves?

Let them arise, if they can save you in
the time of your trouble,

for you have as many gods as you have
towns, O Judah.

29 “Whywill you contend withme?
You all have transgressed against me,”
says the LORD.

30 “I have struck your children in vain.
They received no correction.

Your own sword has devoured your
prophets,

like a destroying lion.
31Generation, consider the LORD’s word.

Have I been a wilderness to Israel?
Or a land of thick darkness?

† 2:17: The Hebrew word rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). ‡ 2:18: i.e., the Euphrates River § 2:19: When
rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually
pronounced Yahweh).
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Why do my people say, ‘We have broken
loose.

Wewill come to you nomore’?
32 “Can a virgin forget her ornaments,

or a bride her attire?
Yet my people have forgotten me for
days without number.

33How well you prepare your way to seek
love!

Therefore you have even taught the
wicked women your ways.

34Also the blood of the souls of the innocent
poor is found in your skirts.

You didn’t find them breaking in,
but it is because of all these things.

35 “Yet you said, ‘I am innocent.
Surely his anger has turned away from
me.’

“Behold, I will judge you,
because you say, ‘I have not sinned.’

36Why do you go about so much to change
your ways?

You will be ashamed of Egypt also,
as you were ashamed of Assyria.

37 You will also leave that place with your
hands on your head;

for the LORD has rejected those in
whom you trust,

and you won’t prosper with them.

3
1 “They say, ‘If a man puts away his wife,

and she goes from him, and becomes an-
otherman’s, should he return to her again?’
Wouldn’t that land be greatly polluted? But
you have played the prostitute with many
lovers; yet return again to me,” says the
LORD.

2 “Lift up your eyes to the bare heights,
and see! Where have you not been lain
with? You have sat waiting for them by the
road, as an Arabian in the wilderness. You
have polluted the land with your prostitu-
tion andwith your wickedness.

3 Therefore the showers have been with-
held and there has been no latter rain; yet
you have had a prostitute’s forehead and
you refused to be ashamed.

4 Will you not from this time cry to me,
‘MyFather, you are the guide ofmy youth!’?

5 “ ‘Will he retain his anger forever? Will
he keep it to the end?’ Behold, you have
spoken and have done evil things, and have
had your way.”

6 Moreover, the LORD said to me in the
days of Josiah the king, “Have you seen that
which backsliding Israel has done? She
has gone up on every high mountain and
under every green tree, and has played the
prostitute there.

7 I said after she had done all these things,
‘She will return to me;’ but she didn’t re-
turn, and her treacherous sister Judah saw
it.

8 I saw when, for this very cause, that
backsliding Israel had committed adultery,
I had put her away and given her a certifi-
cate of divorce, yet treacherous Judah, her
sister, had no fear, but she also went and
played the prostitute.

9 Because she took her prostitution
lightly, the land was polluted, and she
committed adultery with stones and with
wood.

10 Yet for all this her treacherous sister,
Judah, has not returned to me with her
whole heart, but only in pretence,” says the
LORD.

11 The LORD said to me, “Backsliding Is-
rael has shownherselfmore righteous than
treacherous Judah.

12Go, and proclaim these words towards
the north, and say, ‘Return, you backsliding
Israel,’ says the LORD; ‘I will not look in
anger on you, for I am merciful,’ says the
LORD. ‘I will not keep anger forever.

13 Only acknowledge your iniquity, that
you have transgressed against the LORD
your God, and have scattered your ways to
the strangers under every green tree, and
you have not obeyed my voice,’ ” says the
LORD.

14“Return, backsliding children,” says the
LORD, “for I am a husband to you. I will
take one of you from a city, and two from
a family, and I will bring you to Zion.

15 I will give you shepherds according to
my heart, who will feed you with knowl-
edge and understanding.

16 It will come to pass, when you aremul-
tiplied and increased in the land in those
days,” says the LORD, “they will no longer
say, ‘the ark of the LORD’s covenant!’ It will
not come to mind. They won’t remember
it. They won’t miss it, nor will another be
made.

17 At that time they will call Jerusalem
‘The LORD’s Throne;’ and all the nations
will be gathered to it, to the LORD’s name,
to Jerusalem. Theywill no longerwalk after
the stubbornness of their evil heart.

18 In those days the house of Judah will
walk with the house of Israel, and they will
come together out of the land of the north
to the land that I gave for an inheritance to
your fathers.

19 “But I said, ‘How I desire to put you
amongst the children, and give you a pleas-
ant land, a goodly heritage of the armies of
the nations!’ and I said, ‘You shall call me
“My Father”, and shall not turn away from
followingme.’
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20 “Surely as awife treacherously departs
fromherhusband, soyouhavedealt treach-
erously with me, house of Israel,” says the
LORD.

21Avoice is heard on thebareheights, the
weeping and the petitions of the children
of Israel; because they have perverted their
way, they have forgotten the LORD their
God.

22Return, you backsliding children, and I
will heal your backsliding.

“Behold,wehavecome toyou; for youare
the LORD our God.

23 Truly help from the hills, the tumult
on the mountains, is in vain. Truly the
salvation of Israel is in the LORD our God.

24 But the shameful thing has devoured
the labour of our fathers from our youth,
their flocks and their herds, their sons and
their daughters.

25 Let us lie down in our shame, and let
our confusion cover us; for we have sinned
against the LORD our God, we and our fa-
thers, from our youth even to this day. We
havenot obeyed the LORDourGod’s voice.”

4
1 “If you will return, Israel,” says the

LORD, “if you will return to me, and if you
will put away your abominations out of my
sight; then you will not be removed;

2 and you will swear, ‘As the LORD lives,’
in truth, in justice, and in righteousness.
The nations will bless themselves in him,
and they will glory in him.”

3 For the LORD says to the men of Judah
and to Jerusalem, “Break up your fallow
ground, and don’t sow amongst thorns.

4Circumcise yourselves to the LORD, and
take away the foreskins of your heart, you
men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem;
lest my wrath go out like fire, and burn so
that no one can quench it, because of the
evil of your doings.

5 Declare in Judah, and publish in
Jerusalem; and say, ‘Blow the trumpet in
the land!’ Cry aloud and say, ‘Assemble
yourselves! Let’s go into the fortified cities!’

6Set up a standard towards Zion. Flee for
safety! Don’t wait; for I will bring evil from
the north, and a great destruction.”

7A lion has gone up from his thicket, and
a destroyer of nations. He is on his way. He
has gone out from his place, to make your
land desolate, that your cities be laidwaste,
without inhabitant.

8 For this, clothe yourself with sackcloth,
lament and wail; for the fierce anger of the
LORD hasn’t turned back from us.

9 “It will happen at that day,” says the
LORD, “that theheart of thekingwill perish,
along with the heart of the princes. The

priests will be astonished, and the prophets
will wonder.”

10 Then I said, “Ah, Lord GOD! Surely
you have greatly deceived this people and
Jerusalem, saying, ‘You will have peace;’
whereas the sword reaches to the heart.”

11At that time it will be said to this people
and to Jerusalem, “A hot wind blows from
the bare heights in the wilderness towards
the daughter of my people, not to winnow,
nor to cleanse.

12Afullwind fromthesewill come forme.
Now I will also utter judgements against
them.”

13Behold, he will come up as clouds, and
his chariots will be as the whirlwind. His
horses are swifter than eagles. Woe to us!
For we are ruined.

14 Jerusalem, wash your heart from
wickedness, that you may be saved. How
long will your evil thoughts lodge within
you?

15 For a voice declares from Dan, and
publishes evil from the hills of Ephraim:

16 “Tell the nations, behold, publish
against Jerusalem, ‘Watchers come from
a far country, and raise their voice against
the cities of Judah.

17 As keepers of a field, they are against
her all around, because she has been rebel-
lious against me,’ ” says the LORD.

18 “Your way and your doings have
brought these things to you. This is your
wickedness, for it is bitter, for it reaches to
your heart.”

19My anguish, my anguish! I am pained
atmy very heart! My heart trembleswithin
me. I can’t holdmypeace, becauseyouhave
heard, Omy soul, the sound of the trumpet,
the alarm of war.

20 Destruction on destruction is decreed,
for the whole land is laid waste. Suddenly
my tents are destroyed, and my curtains
gone in amoment.

21 How long will I see the standard and
hear the sound of the trumpet?

22 “For my people are foolish. They don’t
know me. They are foolish children, and
they have no understanding. They are skil-
ful in doing evil, but theydon’t knowhow to
do good.”

23 I saw the earth and, behold, it was
waste and void, and the heavens, and they
had no light.

24 I saw the mountains, and behold, they
trembled, and all the hills moved back and
forth.

25 I saw, and behold, there was no man,
and all the birds of the sky had fled.

26 I saw, and behold, the fruitful field was
a wilderness, and all its cities were broken
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down at the presence of the LORD, before
his fierce anger.

27For theLORDsays, “Thewhole landwill
be a desolation; yet I will not make a full
end.

28 For this the earth will mourn, and the
heavens above be black, because I have
spoken it. I have planned it, and I have not
repented, neither will I turn back from it.”

29 Every city flees for the noise of the
horsemen and archers. They go into the
thickets and climb up on the rocks. Ev-
ery city is forsaken, and not a man dwells
therein.

30You,whenyouaremadedesolate,what
will you do? Though you clothe yourself
with scarlet, though you deck yourself with
ornamentsof gold, thoughyouenlargeyour
eyeswithmakeup, youmakeyourself beau-
tiful in vain. Your lovers despise you. They
seek your life.

31For I have heard a voice as of a woman
in travail, the anguish as of her who gives
birth to her first child, the voice of the
daughter of Zion, who gasps for breath,
who spreads her hands, saying, “Woe is me
now! Formy soul faints before themurder-
ers.”

5
1 “Run back and forth through the streets

of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and
seek in its wide places, if you can find a
man, if there is anyonewhodoes justly,who
seeks truth, then I will pardon her.

2 Though they say, ‘As the LORD lives,’
surely they swear falsely.”

3O LORD, don’t your eyes look on truth?
You have stricken them, but they were not
grieved. Youhave consumed them, but they
have refused to receive correction. They
have made their faces harder than a rock.
They have refused to return.

4Then I said, “Surely these are poor. They
are foolish; for they don’t know the LORD’s
way, nor the law of their God.

5 I will go to the great men and will speak
to them, for they know thewayof theLORD,
and the law of their God.” But these with
one accord have broken the yoke, and burst
the bonds.

6Therefore a lion out of the forestwill kill
them. A wolf of the evenings will destroy
them. A leopard will watch against their
cities. Everyone who goes out there will
be torn in pieces, because their transgres-
sions are many and their backsliding has
increased.

7 “How can I pardon you? Your chil-
dren have forsakenme, and sworn bywhat
are no gods. When I had fed them to the

full, they committed adultery, and assem-
bled themselves in troops at the prostitutes’
houses.

8 They were as fed horses roaming at
large. Everyone neighed after his neigh-
bour’s wife.

9 Shouldn’t I punish them for these
things?” says the LORD. “Shouldn’t my soul
be avenged on such a nation as this?

10 “Go up on her walls, and destroy, but
don’t make a full end. Take away her
branches, for they are not the LORD’s.

11 For the house of Israel and the house
of Judah have dealt very treacherously
against me,” says the LORD.

12 They have denied the LORD, and said,
“It is not he. Evil won’t come on us. We
won’t see sword or famine.

13 The prophets will become wind, and
theword is not in them. Thus itwill be done
to them.”

14Therefore the LORD, the God of Armies
says, “Because you speak thisword, behold,
I will make my words in your mouth fire,
and this people wood, and it will devour
them.

15 Behold, I will bring a nation on you
from far away, house of Israel,” says the
LORD. “It is amighty nation. It is an ancient
nation, a nation whose language you don’t
know and don’t understand what they say.

16Their quiver is an open tomb. They are
all mighty men.

17They will eat up your harvest and your
bread,which your sons and your daughters
should eat. Theywill eat up your flocks and
your herds. Theywill eat up your vines and
your fig trees. They will beat down your
fortified cities in which you trust with the
sword.

18“But even in thosedays,” says theLORD,
“I will not make a full end of you.

19 It will happen when you say, ‘Why has
the LORD our God done all these things to
us?’ Then you shall say to them, ‘Just as you
have forsaken me and served foreign gods
in your land, so you will serve strangers in
a land that is not yours.’

20 “Declare this in the house of Jacob, and
publish it in Judah, saying,

21 ‘Hear this now, foolish people without
understanding, who have eyes, and don’t
see, who have ears, and don’t hear:

22 Don’t you fear me?’ says the LORD;
‘Won’t you tremble at my presence, who
have placed the sand for the bound of the
sea by a perpetual decree, that it can’t pass
it? Though its waves toss themselves, yet
they can’t prevail. Though they roar, they
still can’t pass over it.’
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23 “But this people has a revolting and a
rebellious heart. They have revolted and
gone.

24They don’t say in their heart, ‘Let’s now
fear theLORDourGod,whogives rain, both
the former and the latter, in its season, who
preserves to us the appointed weeks of the
harvest.’

25 “Your iniquities have turned away
these things, and your sins have withheld
good from you.

26Forwickedmen are found amongstmy
people. They watch, as fowlers lie in wait.
They set a trap. They catchmen.

27 As a cage is full of birds, so are their
houses full of deceit. Therefore they have
become great, and grew rich.

28 They have grown fat. They shine; yes,
they excel in deeds of wickedness. They
don’t plead the cause, the cause of the fa-
therless, that they may prosper; and they
don’t defend the rights of the needy.

29 “Shouldn’t I punish for these things?”
says the LORD. “Shouldn’t my soul be
avenged on such a nation as this?

30 “An astonishing and horrible thing has
happened in the land.

31The prophets prophesy falsely, and the
priests rule by their own authority; andmy
people love to have it so. What will you do
in the end of it?

6
1 “Flee for safety, you children of Ben-

jamin, out of themiddle of Jerusalem! Blow
the trumpet in Tekoa and raise up a signal
on Beth Haccherem, for evil looks out from
the north with a great destruction.

2 I will cut off the beautiful and delicate
one, the daughter of Zion.

3Shepherdswith their flockswill come to
her. They will pitch their tents against her
all around. They will feed everyone in his
place.”

4 “Prepare war against her! Arise! Let’s
go up at noon. Woe to us! For the day
declines, for the shadows of the evening are
stretched out.

5 Arise! Let’s go up by night, and let’s
destroy her palaces.”

6 For the LORD of Armies said, “Cut
down trees, and cast up a mound against
Jerusalem. This is the city to be visited. She
is filled with oppression within herself.

7 As a well produces its waters, so she
produces her wickedness. Violence and
destruction is heard in her. Sickness and
wounds are continually before me.

8 Be instructed, Jerusalem, lest my soul
be alienated from you, lest I make you a
desolation, an uninhabited land.”

9 The LORD of Armies says, “They will
thoroughly glean the remnant of Israel like
a vine. Turn again your hand as a grape
gatherer into the baskets.”

10 To whom should I speak and testify,
that theymay hear? Behold, their ear is un-
circumcised, and they can’t listen. Behold,
the LORD’s word has become a reproach to
them. They have no delight in it.

11Therefore I amfull of theLORD’swrath.
I amweary with holding it in.
“Pour it out on the children in the street,

and on the assembly of young men to-
gether;

for even the husband with the wife will be
taken,

the aged with himwho is full of days.
12Their houses will be turned to others,

their fields and their wives together;
for I will stretch out my hand on the inhab-

itants of the land, says the LORD.”
13 “For from their least even to their great-

est, everyone is given to covetous-
ness.

From the prophet even to the priest,
everyone deals falsely.

14 They have healed also the hurt of my
people superficially,

saying, ‘Peace, peace!’ when there is no
peace.

15Were they ashamed when they had com-
mitted abomination?

No, they were not at all ashamed, nei-
ther could they blush.

Therefore they will fall amongst those who
fall.

When I visit them, they will be cast
down,” says the LORD.

16The LORD says, “Stand in the ways and
see, and ask for the old paths, ‘Where is the
goodway?’ andwalk in it, and youwill find
rest for your souls. But they said, ‘We will
not walk in it.’

17 I setwatchmenoveryou, saying, ‘Listen
to the sound of the trumpet!’ But they said,
‘Wewill not listen!’

18Therefore hear, you nations, and know,
congregation, what is amongst them.

19Hear, earth! Behold, I will bring evil on
this people, even the fruit of their thoughts,
because theyhavenot listened tomywords;
and as for my law, they have rejected it.

20 To what purpose does frankincense
from Sheba come tome, and the sweet cane
from a far country? Your burnt offerings
are not acceptable, and your sacrifices are
not pleasing to me.”

21 Therefore the LORD says, “Behold, I
will lay stumblingblocksbefore this people.
The fathers and the sons togetherwill stum-
ble against them. The neighbour and his
friend will perish.”
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22 The LORD says, “Behold, a people
comes from the north country. A great
nationwill be stirredup from theuttermost
parts of the earth.

23 They take hold of bow and spear. They
are cruel, and have no mercy. Their voice
roars like the sea, and they ride on horses,
everyone set in array, as aman to the battle,
against you, daughter of Zion.”

24 We have heard its report. Our hands
become feeble. Anguish has taken hold of
us, and pains as of a woman in labour.

25Don’t go out into thefield orwalk by the
way; for the sword of the enemy and terror
are on every side.

26 Daughter of my people, clothe your-
self with sackcloth, and wallow in ashes!
Mourn, as for an only son, most bitter
lamentation, for the destroyer will sud-
denly come on us.

27 “I havemade you a tester ofmetals and
a fortress amongstmy people, that youmay
know and try their way.

28 They are all grievous rebels, going
around to slander. They are bronze and
iron. All of them deal corruptly.

29 The bellows blow fiercely. The lead
is consumed in the fire. In vain they go
on refining, for the wicked are not plucked
away.

30 Men will call them rejected silver, be-
cause the LORD has rejected them.”

7
1 The word that came to Jeremiah from

the LORD, saying,
2 “Stand in the gate of the LORD’s house,

and proclaim this word there, and say,
‘Hear the LORD’s word, all you of Judah,
who enter in at these gates to worship the
LORD.’ ”

3 The LORD of Armies, the God of Israel
says, “Amend your ways and your doings,
and I will cause you to dwell in this place.

4 Don’t trust in lying words, saying, ‘The
LORD’s temple, the LORD’s temple, the
LORD’s temple, are these.’

5For if you thoroughly amend your ways
and your doings, if you thoroughly execute
justice between aman and his neighbour;

6 if you don’t oppress the foreigner, the
fatherless, and the widow, and don’t shed
innocent blood in this place, and don’t walk
after other gods to your own hurt,

7 then I will cause you to dwell in this
place, in the land that I gave to your fathers,
from of old even forever more.

8 Behold, you trust in lying words that
can’t profit.

9 Will you steal, murder, commit adul-
tery, swear falsely, burn incense to Baal,

andwalk after other gods that you have not
known,

10 then come and stand before me in this
house, which is called bymyname, and say,
‘Wearedelivered,’ that youmaydoall these
abominations?

11 Has this house, which is called by my
name, become a den of robbers in your
eyes? Behold, I myself have seen it,” says
the LORD.

12 “But go now to my place which was in
Shiloh, where I caused my name to dwell
at the first, and see what I did to it for the
wickedness of my people Israel.

13 Now, because you have done all these
works,” says the LORD, “and I spoke to you,
rising up early and speaking, but you didn’t
hear; and I called you, but you didn’t an-
swer;

14 therefore Iwill do to the housewhich is
called by my name, in which you trust, and
to the place which I gave to you and to your
fathers, as I did to Shiloh.

15 I will cast you out of my sight, as I have
cast out all your brothers, even the whole
offspring† of Ephraim.

16 “Therefore don’t pray for this people.
Don’t lift up a cry or prayer for them or
make intercession to me; for I will not hear
you.

17Don’t you see what they do in the cities
of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem?

18 The children gather wood, and the fa-
thers kindle the fire, and the women knead
thedough, tomake cakes to thequeenof the
sky, and to pour out drink offerings to other
gods, that theymay provokeme to anger.

19Do they provokeme to anger?” says the
LORD. “Don’t they provoke themselves, to
the confusion of their own faces?”

20Therefore the Lord GOD says: “Behold,
my anger and my wrath will be poured out
on this place, on man, on animal, on the
trees of the field, and on the fruit of the
ground; and it will burn and will not be
quenched.”

21 The LORD of Armies, the God of Israel
says: “Add your burnt offerings to your
sacrifices and eat meat.

22 For I didn’t speak to your fathers or
command them in the day that I brought
them out of the land of Egypt concerning
burnt offerings or sacrifices;

23 but this thing I commanded them, say-
ing, ‘Listen to my voice, and I will be your
God, and you shall be my people. Walk in
all the way that I command you, that it may
be well with you.’

24 But they didn’t listen or turn their ear,
butwalked in their own counsels and in the

† 7:15: or, seed
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stubbornness of their evil heart, and went
backward, and not forward.

25 Since the day that your fathers came
out of the land of Egypt to this day, I have
sent to you all my servants the prophets,
daily rising up early and sending them.

26 Yet they didn’t listen to me or incline
their ear, butmade their neck stiff. Theydid
worse than their fathers.

27 “You shall speak all these words to
them, but they will not listen to you. You
shall also call to them, but they will not
answer you.

28 You shall tell them, ‘This is the nation
that hasnot listened to theLORD theirGod’s
voice, nor received instruction. Truth has
perished, and is cut off from their mouth.’

29 Cut off your hair, and throw it away,
and take up a lamentation on the bare
heights; for the LORD has rejected and for-
saken the generation of his wrath.

30 “For the children of Judah have done
that which is evil in my sight,” says the
LORD. “Theyhave set their abominations in
the house which is called by my name, to
defile it.

31 They have built the high places of
Topheth, which is in the valley of the son
of Hinnom, to burn their sons and their
daughters in the fire, which I didn’t com-
mand, nor did it come into mymind.

32Therefore behold, the days come”, says
the LORD, “that it will no more be called
‘Topheth’ or ‘The valley of the son of Hin-
nom’, but ‘The valley of Slaughter’; for they
will bury in Topheth until there is no place
to bury.

33 The dead bodies of this people will be
food for the birds of the sky, and for the
animals of the earth. No one will frighten
them away.

34Then Iwill cause to cease fromthecities
of Judah and from the streets of Jerusalem
the voice ofmirth and the voice of gladness,
the voice of thebridegroomand the voice of
thebride; for the landwill becomeawaste.”

8
1 “At that time,” says the LORD, “they

will bring the bones of the kings of Judah,
the bones of his princes, the bones of the
priests, the bones of the prophets, and the
bones of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, out
of their graves.

2 They will spread them before the sun,
themoon, andall the armyof the sky,which
they have loved, which they have served,
after which they have walked, which they
have sought, and which they have wor-
shipped. They will not be gathered or be
buried. They will be like dung on the sur-
face of the earth.

3 Death will be chosen rather than life
by all the residue that remain of this evil
family, that remain in all the places where
I have driven them,” says the LORD of
Armies.

4 “Moreover you shall tell them, ‘The
LORD says:
“ ‘Domen fall, and not rise up again?

Does one turn away, and not return?
5 Why then have the people of Jerusalem

fallen back by a perpetual backslid-
ing?

They cling to deceit.
They refuse to return.

6 I listened and heard, but they didn’t say
what is right.

No one repents of his wickedness, say-
ing, “What have I done?”

Everyone turns to his course,
as a horse that rushes headlong in the
battle.

7 Yes, the stork in the sky knows her ap-
pointed times.

The turtledove, the swallow, and the
crane observe the time of their com-
ing;

but my people don’t know the LORD’s
law.

8 “ ‘How do you say, “We are wise, and the
LORD’s law is with us”?

But, behold, the false pen of the scribes
has made that a lie.

9The wise men are disappointed.
They are dismayed and trapped.

Behold, they have rejected the LORD’s
word.

What kind of wisdom is in them?
10Therefore I will give their wives to others

and their fields to those who will pos-
sess them.

For everyone from the least even to the
greatest is given to covetousness;

from the prophet even to the priest ev-
eryone deals falsely.

11Theyhavehealed thehurt of thedaughter
of my people slightly, saying,

“Peace, peace,” when there is no peace.
12Were they ashamed when they had com-

mitted abomination?
No, they were not at all ashamed.
They couldn’t blush.

Therefore they will fall amongst those who
fall.

In the time of their visitation they will
be cast down, says the LORD.

13 “ ‘I will utterly consume them, says the
LORD.

No grapes will be on the vine,
no figs on the fig tree,
and the leaf will fade.
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The things that I have given them
will pass away from them.’ ”

14 “Why dowe sit still?
Assemble yourselves!
Let’s enter into the fortified cities,
and let’s be silent there;

for the LORD our God has put us to silence,
and given us poisoned water to drink,
because we have sinned against the
LORD.

15We looked for peace, but no good came;
and for a time of healing, and behold,
dismay!

16 The snorting of his horses is heard from
Dan.

The whole land trembles at the sound
of the neighing of his strong ones;

for they have come, and have devoured the
land and all that is in it,

the city and those who dwell therein.”
17 “For, behold, I will send serpents,

adders amongst you,
which will not be charmed;
and they will bite you,” says the LORD.

18 Oh that I could comfort myself against
sorrow!

My heart is faint withinme.
19Behold, the voice of the cry of the daugh-

ter of my people from a land that is
very far off:

“Isn’t the LORD in Zion?
Isn’t her King in her?”

“Whyhave they provokedme to angerwith
their engraved images,

and with foreign idols?”
20 “The harvest is past.

The summer has ended,
and we are not saved.”

21For the hurt of the daughter ofmypeople,
I am hurt.

I mourn.
Dismay has taken hold of me.

22 Is there no balm in Gilead?
Is there no physician there?

Why then isn’t the health of the daughter of
my people recovered?

9
1Oh that my head were waters,

andmy eyes a spring of tears,
that I might weep day and night

for the slain of the daughter of my peo-
ple!

2Oh that I had in the wilderness
a lodging place of wayfaringmen,

that I might leavemy people
and go from them!

For they are all adulterers,
an assembly of treacherous men.

3 “They bend their tongue,
as their bow, for falsehood.

They have grown strong in the land,
but not for truth;

for they proceed from evil to evil,
and they don’t know me,” says the
LORD.

4 “Everyone beware of his neighbour,
and don’t trust in any brother;

for every brother will utterly supplant,
and every neighbour will go around
like a slanderer.

5Friends deceive each other,
and will not speak the truth.

They have taught their tongue to speak lies.
They weary themselves committing in-
iquity.

6Your habitation is in themiddle of deceit.
Through deceit, they refuse to know
me,” says the LORD.

7Therefore the LORD of Armies says,
“Behold, I will melt them and test them;

forhowshould I dealwith thedaughter
of my people?

8Their tongue is a deadly arrow.
It speaks deceit.

One speakspeaceably tohisneighbourwith
his mouth,

but in his heart, he waits to ambush
him.

9Shouldn’t I punish them for these things?”
says the LORD.

“Shouldn’t my soul be avenged on a
nation such as this?

10 I will weep andwail for themountains,
and lament for the pastures of the
wilderness,

because they are burnt up, so that no one
passes through;

Men can’t hear the voice of the live-
stock.

Both the birds of the sky and the animals
have fled.

They are gone.

11 “I will make Jerusalem heaps,
a dwelling place of jackals.

I will make the cities of Judah a desolation,
without inhabitant.”

12Whoiswiseenough tounderstand this?
Who is he to whom the mouth of the LORD
has spoken, that he may declare it? Why
has the land perished and burnt up like a
wilderness, so that no one passes through?

13 The LORD says, “Because they have
forsaken my law which I set before them,
and have not obeyedmy voice or walked in
myways,

14 but have walked after the stubborn-
ness of their own heart and after the Baals,
which their fathers taught them.”



Jeremiah 9:15 626 Jeremiah 10:13

15Therefore the LORD of Armies, the God
of Israel, says, “Behold, I will feed them,
even this people, with wormwood and give
them poisoned water to drink.

16 I will scatter them also amongst the na-
tions, whom neither they nor their fathers
have known. I will send the sword after
them, until I have consumed them.”

17The LORD of Armies says,
“Consider, and call for the mourning

women, that theymay come.
Send for the skilful women, that they
may come.

18Let themmake haste
and take up a wailing for us,

that our eyes may run downwith tears
and our eyelids gush out with waters.

19For a voice ofwailing is heard out of Zion,
‘Howwe are ruined!

We are greatly confounded
because we have forsaken the land,
because they have cast down our
dwellings.’ ”

20Yet hear the LORD’s word, you women.
Let your ear receive the word of his
mouth.

Teach your daughters wailing.
Everyone teach her neighbour a
lamentation.

21For death has come up into ourwindows.
It has entered into our palaces

to cut off the children from outside,
and the youngmen from the streets.

22 Speak, “The LORD says,
“ ‘The dead bodies of men will fall as dung

on the open field,
and as the handful after the harvester.
No one will gather them.’ ”

23The LORD says,
“Don’t let thewiseman glory in hiswisdom.

Don’t let the mighty man glory in his
might.

Don’t let the rich man glory in his
riches.

24But let himwho glories glory in this,
that he has understanding, and knows
me,

that I am the LORD who exercises loving
kindness, justice, and righteousness
in the earth,

for I delight in these things,” says the
LORD.

25 “Behold, the days come,” says the
LORD, “that I will punish all those who are
circumcised only in their flesh:

26 Egypt, Judah, Edom, the children of
Ammon, Moab, and all who have the cor-
ners of their hair cut off, who dwell in the
wilderness, for all the nations are uncir-
cumcised, and all the house of Israel are
uncircumcised in heart.”

10
1Hear the word which the LORD speaks

to you, house of Israel!
2The LORD says,

“Don’t learn the way of the nations,
and don’t be dismayed at the signs of
the sky;

for the nations are dismayed at them.
3For the customs of the peoples are vanity;

for one cuts a tree out of the forest,
the work of the hands of the workman
with the axe.

4They deck it with silver and with gold.
They fasten it with nails andwith ham-
mers,

so that it can’t move.
5They are like a palm tree, of turned work,

and don’t speak.
Theymust be carried,

because they can’t move.
Don’t be afraid of them;

for they can’t do evil,
neither is it in them to do good.”

6There is no one like you, LORD.
You are great,
and your name is great in might.

7Who shouldn’t fear you,
King of the nations?
For it belongs to you.

Because amongst all the wise men of the
nations,

and in all their royal estate,
there is no one like you.

8But they are together brutish and foolish,
instructed by idols!
It is just wood.

9There is silver beaten into plates, which is
brought from Tarshish,

and gold from Uphaz,
the work of the engraver and of the
hands of the goldsmith.

Their clothing is blue and purple.
They are all the work of skilful men.

10But the LORD is the true God.
He is the living God,
and an everlasting King.

At his wrath, the earth trembles.
Thenations aren’t able towithstandhis
indignation.

11 “You shall say this to them: ‘The gods
that have not made the heavens and the
earth will perish from the earth, and from
under the heavens.’ ”
12God hasmade the earth by his power.

He has established the world by his
wisdom,

and by his understanding has he
stretched out the heavens.

13When he utters his voice,
the waters in the heavens roar,
and he causes the vapours to ascend
from the ends of the earth.
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Hemakes lightnings for the rain,
and brings the wind out of his trea-
suries.

14Everyman has become brutish andwith-
out knowledge.

Every goldsmith is disappointed by his
engraved image;

for his molten image is falsehood,
and there is no breath in them.

15They are vanity, a work of delusion.
In the time of their visitation they will
perish.

16The portion of Jacob is not like these;
for he is themaker of all things;

and Israel is the tribe of his inheritance.
The LORD of Armies is his name.

17Gather up your wares out of the land,
you who live under siege.

18For the LORD says,
“Behold, I will sling out the inhabitants
of the land at this time,

and will distress them, that they may
feel it.”

19Woe is me because of my injury!
Mywound is serious;

but I said,
“Truly this is my grief, and I must bear
it.”

20My tent has been destroyed,
and all my cords are broken.

My children have gone away fromme, and
they are nomore.

There is no one to spread my tent any
more,

to set upmy curtains.
21For the shepherds have become brutish,

and have not enquired of the LORD.
Therefore they have not prospered,

and all their flocks have scattered.
22The voice of news, behold, it comes,

and a great commotion out of the north
country,

to make the cities of Judah a desolation,
a dwelling place of jackals.

23 LORD, I know that the way of man is not
in himself.

It is not in man who walks to direct his
steps.

24LORD, correct me, but gently;
not in your anger,
lest you reduceme to nothing.

25 Pour out your wrath on the nations that
don’t know you,

and on the families that don’t call on
your name;

for they have devoured Jacob.
Yes, they have devoured him, con-
sumed him,

and have laid waste his habitation.

11
1 The word that came to Jeremiah from

the LORD, saying,
2 “Hear the words of this covenant, and

speak to themenof Judah, and to the inhab-
itants of Jerusalem;

3 and say to them, the LORD, the God of
Israel says: ‘Cursed is the man who doesn’t
hear the words of this covenant,

4which I commanded your fathers in the
day that I brought them out of the land
of Egypt, out of the iron furnace,’ saying,
‘Obey my voice and do them, according to
all which I command you; so you shall be
my people, and I will be your God;

5 that I may establish the oath which I
swore to your fathers, to give them a land
flowingwithmilk and honey,’ as it is today.”
Then I answered, and said, “Amen,

LORD.”
6 The LORD said to me, “Proclaim all

these words in the cities of Judah, and in
the streets of Jerusalem, saying, ‘Hear the
words of this covenant, and do them.

7For I earnestly protested to your fathers
in the day that I brought them up out of the
land of Egypt, even to this day, rising early
and protesting, saying, “Obeymy voice.”

8 Yet they didn’t obey, nor turn their ear,
but everyone walked in the stubbornness
of their evil heart. Therefore I brought on
them all the words of this covenant, which
I commanded them to do, but they didn’t do
them.’ ”

9 The LORD said to me, “A conspiracy
is found amongst the men of Judah, and
amongst the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

10They have turned back to the iniquities
of their forefathers,who refused tohearmy
words. They have gone after other gods to
serve them. The house of Israel and the
house of Judah have broken my covenant
which I made with their fathers.

11Therefore the LORD says, ‘Behold, Iwill
bring evil on them which they will not be
able to escape; and theywill cry tome, but I
will not listen to them.

12Then the cities of Judah and the inhab-
itants of Jerusalem will go and cry to the
gods to which they offer incense, but they
will not save them at all in the time of their
trouble.

13 For according to the number of your
cities are your gods, Judah; and according
to the number of the streets of Jerusalem
youhave set upaltars to the shameful thing,
even altars to burn incense to Baal.’

14 “Therefore don’t pray for this people.
Don’t lift up cryorprayer for them; for Iwill
nothear themin the time that theycry tome
because of their trouble.
15What has my beloved to do inmy house,
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since she has behaved lewdly with
many,

and theholyfleshhaspassed fromyou?
When you do evil,

then you rejoice.”
16 The LORD called your name, “A green

olive tree,
beautiful with goodly fruit.”

With thenoiseof a great roarhehaskindled
fire on it,

and its branches are broken.
17For theLORDofArmies,whoplantedyou,
has pronounced evil against you, because
of the evil of the house of Israel and of the
house of Judah, which they have done to
themselves in provoking me to anger by
offering incense to Baal.

18TheLORDgavemeknowledge of it, and
Iknewit. Thenyoushowedme theirdoings.

19 But I was like a gentle lamb that is led
to the slaughter. I didn’t know that they had
devised plans against me, saying,
“Let’s destroy the tree with its fruit,

and let’s cut himoff fromthe landof the
living,

that his namemay be no more remem-
bered.”

20 But, LORD of Armies, who judges righ-
teously,

who tests the heart and themind,
I will see your vengeance on them;

for to you I have revealedmy cause.
21 “Therefore the LORD says concern-

ing the men of Anathoth, who seek your
life, saying, ‘You shall not prophesy in the
LORD’s name, that you not die by our
hand’—

22 therefore the LORD of Armies says, ‘Be-
hold, I will punish them. The young men
will die by the sword. Their sons and their
daughters will die by famine.

23There will be no remnant to them, for I
will bring evil on themenofAnathoth, even
the year of their visitation.’ ”

12
1You are righteous, LORD,

when I contend with you;
yet I would like to plead a case with you.

Why does the way of the wicked pros-
per?

Why are they all at ease who deal very
treacherously?

2 You have planted them. Yes, they have
taken root.

They grow. Yes, they produce fruit.
You are near in their mouth,

and far from their heart.
3But you, LORD, knowme.

You see me, and test my heart towards
you.

Pull them out like sheep for the slaughter,
andprepare them for thedayof slaugh-
ter.

4How long will the landmourn,
and the herbs of the whole country
wither?

Because of the wickedness of those who
dwell therein,

the animals and birds are consumed;
because they said,

“Hewon’t see our latter end.”
5 “If you have runwith the footmen,

and they have wearied you,
thenhowcanyoucontendwithhorses?

Though in a land of peace you are secure,
yet how will you do in the pride of the
Jordan?

6 For even your brothers, and the house of
your father,

even they have dealt treacherously
with you!

Even they have cried aloud after you!
Don’t believe them,

though they speak beautiful words to
you.

7 “I have forsakenmy house.
I have cast offmy heritage.
I have given the dearly beloved of my
soul into the hand of her enemies.

8My heritage has become to me as a lion in
the forest.

She has uttered her voice against me.
Therefore I have hated her.

9 Is my heritage to me as a speckled bird of
prey?

Are the birds of prey against her all
around?

Go, assemble all the animals of the field.
Bring them to devour.

10Many shepherdshavedestroyedmyvine-
yard.

They have trodden my portion under
foot.

They have mademy pleasant portion a
desolate wilderness.

11They havemade it a desolation.
It mourns to me, being desolate.

The whole land is made desolate,
because no one cares.

12 Destroyers have come on all the bare
heights in the wilderness;

for the sword of the LORD devours
from the one end of the land even to
the other end of the land.

No flesh has peace.
13They have sownwheat,

and have reaped thorns.
They have exhausted themselves,

and profit nothing.
You will be ashamed of your fruits,

because of the LORD’s fierce anger.”
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14 The LORD says, “Concerning all my
evil neighbours, who touch the inheritance
which I have caused my people Israel to
inherit: Behold, I will pluck them up from
off their land, and will pluck up the house
of Judah from amongst them.

15 It will happen that after I have plucked
themup, Iwill return andhave compassion
on them. Iwill bring themagain, everyman
to his heritage, and everyman to his land.

16 It will happen, if they will diligently
learn the ways of my people, to swear by
my name, ‘As the LORD lives;’ even as they
taught my people to swear by Baal, then
they will be built up in the middle of my
people.

17 But if they will not hear, then I will
pluck up that nation, plucking up and de-
stroying it,” says the LORD.

13
1TheLORD said tome, “Go, andbuy your-

self a linen belt, and put it on your waist,
and don’t put it in water.”

2 So I bought a belt according to the
LORD’s word, and put it onmywaist.

3TheLORD’sword came tome the second
time, saying,

4 “Take the belt that you have bought,
which is on your waist, and arise, go to the
Euphrates, and hide it there in a cleft of the
rock.”

5 So I went and hid it by the Euphrates, as
the LORD commandedme.

6 After many days, the LORD said to me,
“Arise, go to theEuphrates, and take thebelt
fromthere,which I commandedyou tohide
there.”

7 Then I went to the Euphrates, and dug,
and took thebelt from theplacewhere Ihad
hidden it; and behold, the belt was ruined.
It was profitable for nothing.

8 Then the LORD’s word came to me, say-
ing,

9 “The LORD says, ‘In this way I will ruin
the pride of Judah, and the great pride of
Jerusalem.

10 This evil people, who refuse to hear
my words, who walk in the stubbornness
of their heart, and have gone after other
gods to serve them and to worship them,
will even be as this belt, which is profitable
for nothing.

11 For as the belt clings to the waist of a
man, so I have caused the whole house of
Israel and thewhole house of Judah to cling
to me,’ says the LORD; ‘that they may be to
me for a people, for a name, for praise, and
for glory; but they would not hear.’

12 “Therefore you shall speak to them
this word: ‘The LORD, the God of Israel
says, “Every container should be filled with

wine.” ’ They will tell you, ‘Do we not cer-
tainly know that every container should be
filled with wine?’

13 Then tell them, ‘The LORD says, “Be-
hold, I will fill all the inhabitants of this
land, even the kings who sit on David’s
throne, the priests, the prophets, and all
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, with drunk-
enness.

14 I will dash them one against another,
even the fathers and the sons together,”
says the LORD: “I will not pity, spare, or
have compassion, that I should not destroy
them.” ’ ”
15Hear, and give ear.

Don’t be proud,
for the LORD has spoken.

16Give glory to the LORD your God,
before he causes darkness,
and before your feet stumble on the
darkmountains,

and while you look for light,
he turns it into the shadow of death,
andmakes it deep darkness.

17But if you will not hear it,
my soul will weep in secret for your
pride.

My eye will weep bitterly,
and run downwith tears,
because the LORD’s flock has been
taken captive.

18 Say to the king and to the queenmother,
“Humble yourselves.

Sit down, for your crownshave comedown,
even the crown of your glory.

19The cities of the South are shut up,
and there is no one to open them.

Judah is carried away captive: all of them.
They are wholly carried away captive.

20Lift up your eyes,
and see those who come from the
north.

Where is the flock that was given to you,
your beautiful flock?

21 What will you say when he sets over
you as head those whom you have
yourself taught to be friends to you?

Won’t sorrows take hold of you, as of a
woman in travail?

22 If you say in your heart,
“Why have these things come onme?”

Your skirts are uncovered because of the
greatness of your iniquity,

and your heels suffer violence.
23Can the Ethiopian change his skin,

or the leopard his spots?
Thenmay you also do good,

who are accustomed to do evil.

24 “Therefore I will scatter them
as the stubble that passes away
by the wind of the wilderness.
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25This is your lot,
the portionmeasured to you fromme,”
says the LORD,

“because you have forgottenme,
and trusted in falsehood.”

26 Therefore I will also uncover your skirts
on your face,

and your shamewill appear.
27 Ihaveseenyourabominations, evenyour

adulteries
and your neighing, the lewdness of
your prostitution,

on the hills in the field.
Woe to you, Jerusalem!

Youwill not bemade clean.
How long will it yet be?”

14
1 This is the LORD’s word that came to

Jeremiah concerning the drought:
2 “Judahmourns,

and its gates languish.
They sit in black on the ground.

The cry of Jerusalem goes up.
3 Their nobles send their little ones to the

waters.
They come to the cisterns,
and find nowater.

They return with their vessels empty.
They are disappointed and con-
founded,

and cover their heads.
4Because of the groundwhich is cracked,

because no rain has been in the land,
the ploughmen are disappointed.

They cover their heads.
5 Yes, the doe in the field also calves and

forsakes her young,
because there is no grass.

6 The wild donkeys stand on the bare
heights.

They pant for air like jackals.
Their eyes fail,

because there is no vegetation.
7Though our iniquities testify against us,

work for your name’s sake, LORD;
for our rebellions are many.

We have sinned against you.
8You hope of Israel,

its Saviour in the time of trouble,
why should you be as a foreigner in the

land,
and as a wayfaring man who turns
aside to stay for a night?

9Why should you be like a scaredman,
as a mighty manwho can’t save?

Yet you, LORD, are in themiddle of us,
and we are called by your name.
Don’t leave us.

10The LORD says to this people:
“Even so they have loved to wander.

They have not restrained their feet.

Therefore the LORD does not accept them.
Now hewill remember their iniquity,
and punish them for their sins.”

11 The LORD said to me, “Don’t pray for
this people for their good.

12 When they fast, I will not hear their
cry; andwhen they offer burnt offering and
meal offering, I will not accept them; but I
will consume themby the sword, by famine,
and by pestilence.”

13 Then I said, “Ah, Lord GOD! Behold,
the prophets tell them, ‘You will not see the
sword, neither will you have famine; but I
will give you assured peace in this place.’ ”

14 Then the LORD said to me, “The
prophets prophesy lies inmy name. I didn’t
send them. I didn’t command them. I didn’t
speak to them. Theyprophesy to youa lying
vision, divination, and a thing of nothing,
and the deceit of their own heart.

15 Therefore the LORD says concerning
the prophets who prophesy in my name,
but I didn’t send them, yet they say, ‘Sword
and famine will not be in this land.’ Those
prophets will be consumed by sword and
famine.

16The people towhom they prophesywill
be cast out in the streets of Jerusalem be-
cause of the famine and the sword. They
will have no one to bury them—them, their
wives, their sons, or their daughters, for I
will pour their wickedness on them.

17 “You shall say this word to them:
“ ‘Let my eyes run down with tears night

and day,
and let them not cease;

for the virgin daughter of my people is bro-
ken with a great breach,

with a very grievous wound.
18 If I go out into the field,

then behold, the slain with the sword!
If I enter into the city,

then behold, those who are sick with
famine!

Forboth theprophet and thepriest goabout
in the land,

and have no knowledge.’ ”
19Have you utterly rejected Judah?

Has your soul loathed Zion?
Why have you struck us, and there is no

healing for us?
We looked for peace, but no good came;
and for a time of healing, and behold,
dismay!

20We acknowledge, LORD, our wickedness,
and the iniquity of our fathers;
for we have sinned against you.

21Do not abhor us, for your name’s sake.
Do not disgrace the throne of your
glory.
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Remember, and don’t break your
covenant with us.

22Are there any amongst the vanities of the
nations that can cause rain?

Or can the sky give showers?
Aren’t you he, the LORD our God?

Therefore wewill wait for you;
for you havemade all these things.

15
1 Then the LORD said to me, “Though

Moses and Samuel stood before me, yet my
mind would not turn towards this people.
Cast them out of my sight, and let them go
out!

2 It will happen when they ask you,
‘Where shall we go out?’ then you shall tell
them, ‘The LORD says:
“Such as are for death, to death;
such as are for the sword, to the sword;
such as are for the famine, to the famine;
and such as are for captivity, to captivity.” ’

3 “I will appoint over them four kinds,”
says the LORD: “the sword to kill, the dogs
to tear, the birds of the sky, and the animals
of the earth, to devour and to destroy.

4 I will cause them to be tossed back and
forth amongst all the kingdomsof the earth,
because of Manasseh, the son of Hezekiah,
king of Judah, for that which he did in
Jerusalem.
5For whowill have pity on you, Jerusalem?

Whowill mourn you?
Whowill come to ask of your welfare?

6You have rejectedme,” says the LORD.
“You have gone backward.

Therefore I have stretched out my hand
against you

and destroyed you.
I amweary of showing compassion.

7 I have winnowed them with a fan in the
gates of the land.

I have bereaved them of children.
I have destroyedmy people.

They didn’t return from their ways.
8Theirwidows are increasedmore than the

sand of the seas.
I have brought on them against the
mother of the youngmen a destroyer
at noonday.

I have caused anguish and terrors to
fall on her suddenly.

9 She who has borne seven languishes.
She has given up the spirit.

Her sunhas gone downwhile itwas yet day.
She has been disappointed and con-
founded.

I will deliver their residue to the
sword before their enemies,” says
the LORD.

10 Woe is me, my mother, that you have
borneme, a man of strife,

and a man of contention to the whole
earth!

I havenot lent, neitherhavemen lent tome;
yet every one of them curses me.

11The LORD said,
“Most certainly I will strengthen you for

good.
Most certainly Iwill cause the enemy to
make supplication to you in the time
of evil

and in the time of affliction.
12Can one break iron,

even iron from the north, and bronze?
13 I will give your substance and your trea-

sures for a plunder without price,
and that for all your sins,
even in all your borders.

14 I will make them to pass with your en-
emies into a land which you don’t
know;

for a fire is kindled inmy anger,
which will burn on you.”

15LORD, you know.
Rememberme, visit me,
and avengeme of my persecutors.

You are patient, so don’t takeme away.
Know that for your sake I have suffered
reproach.

16Your words were found,
and I ate them.

Your words were tome a joy and the rejoic-
ing of my heart,

for I am called by your name, LORD,
God of Armies.

17 I didn’t sit in the assembly of those who
makemerry and rejoice.

I sat alone because of your hand,
foryouhavefilledmewith indignation.

18Why is my pain perpetual,
andmywound incurable,
which refuses to be healed?

Will you indeed be to me as a deceitful
brook,

like waters that fail?
19Therefore the LORD says,

“If you return, then I will bring you again,
that youmay stand before me;

and if you take out the precious from the
vile,

you will be as mymouth.
They will return to you,

but you will not return to them.
20 I will make you to this people a fortified

bronze wall.
They will fight against you,
but they will not prevail against you;

for I amwith you to save you
and to deliver you,” says the LORD.



Jeremiah 15:21 632 Jeremiah 17:4

21 “I will deliver you out of the hand of the
wicked,

and I will redeem you out of the hand
of the terrible.”

16
1 Then the LORD’s word came to me, say-

ing,
2 “You shall not take a wife, neither shall

you have sons or daughters, in this place.”
3 For the LORD says concerning the sons

and concerning the daughters who are
born in this place, and concerning their
mothers who bore them, and concerning
their fathers who became their father in
this land:

4 “They will die grievous deaths. They
will not be lamented, neither will they be
buried. They will be as dung on the surface
of the ground. They will be consumed by
the swordandby famine. Theirdeadbodies
will be food for the birds of the sky and for
the animals of the earth.”

5 For the LORD says, “Don’t enter into the
house of mourning. Don’t go to lament.
Don’t bemoan them, for I have taken away
my peace from this people,” says the LORD,
“even loving kindness and tender mercies.

6 Both great and small will die in this
land. They will not be buried. Men won’t
lament for them, cut themselves, or make
themselves bald for them.

7 Men won’t break bread for them in
mourning, to comfort them for the dead.
Menwon’t give them the cup of consolation
to drink for their father or for their mother.

8 “You shall not go into the house of feast-
ing to sit with them, to eat and to drink.”

9For theLORDofArmies, theGodof Israel
says: “Behold, I will cause to cease out of
this place, before your eyes and in your
days, the voice of mirth and the voice of
gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and
the voice of the bride.

10 Itwill happen,whenyou tell thispeople
all these words, and they ask you, ‘Why
has the LORD pronounced all this great evil
against us?’ or ‘What is our iniquity?’ or
‘What is our sin that we have committed
against the LORD our God?’

11 then you shall tell them, ‘Because your
fathers have forsaken me,’ says the LORD,
‘and have walked after other gods, have
served them, have worshipped them, have
forsakenme, and have not kept my law.

12 You have done evil more than your
fathers, for behold, you each walk after the
stubbornness of his evil heart, so that you
don’t listen to me.

13 Therefore I will cast you out of this
land into the land that you have not known,
neither you nor your fathers. There you

will serve other gods day and night, for I
will show you no favour.’

14 “Therefore behold, the days come,”
says the LORD, “that it will nomore be said,
‘As the LORD lives, who brought up the
children of Israel out of the land of Egypt;’

15but, ‘As the LORD lives, whobrought up
the children of Israel from the land of the
north, and from all the countries where he
had driven them.’ I will bring them again
into their land that I gave to their fathers.

16 “Behold, I will send for many fisher-
men,” says the LORD, “and they will fish
them up. Afterward I will send for many
hunters, and they will hunt them from ev-
ery mountain, from every hill, and out of
the clefts of the rocks.

17Formy eyes are on all their ways. They
are not hidden frommy face. Their iniquity
isn’t concealed frommy eyes.

18 First I will recompense their iniquity
and their sin double, because they have
pollutedmy landwith the carcasses of their
detestable things, and have filledmy inher-
itance with their abominations.”
19LORD, my strength, my stronghold,

andmy refuge in the day of affliction,
the nations will come to you from the ends

of the earth,
and will say,

“Our fathers have inherited nothing but
lies,

vanity and things in which there is no
profit.

20 Should amanmake to himself gods
which yet are no gods?”

21 “Therefore behold, I will cause them to
know,

this once I will cause them to knowmy
hand andmymight.

Then they will know that my name is
the LORD.”

17
1 “The sin of Judah is written with a pen of

iron,
and with the point of a diamond.

It is engraved on the tablet of their heart,
and on the horns of your altars.

2Even their children remember their altars
and their Asherah poles by the green
trees on the high hills.

3Mymountain in the field,
I will give your substance and all your
treasures for a plunder,

and your high places, because of sin,
throughout all your borders.

4 You, even of yourself, will discontinue
from your heritage that I gave you.
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I will cause you to serve your enemies
in the land which you don’t know,

for you have kindled a fire inmy anger
which will burn forever.”

5The LORD says:
“Cursed is themanwho trusts in man,

relies on strength of flesh,
and whose heart departs from the
LORD.

6For he will be like a bush in the desert,
and will not see when good comes,

but will inhabit the parched places in the
wilderness,

an uninhabited salt land.

7 “Blessed is the man who trusts in the
LORD,

and whose confidence is in the LORD.
8 For he will be as a tree planted by the

waters,
who spreads out its roots by the river,

and will not fear when heat comes,
but its leaf will be green,

and will not be concerned in the year of
drought.

It won’t cease from yielding fruit.
9The heart is deceitful above all things

and it is exceedingly corrupt.
Who can know it?

10 “I, the LORD, search themind.
I try the heart,

even to give every man according to his
ways,

according to the fruit of his doings.”
11 As the partridge that sits on eggs which

she has not laid,
so is he who gets riches, and not by
right.

In the middle of his days, they will leave
him.

At his end, he will be a fool.
12 A glorious throne, set on high from the

beginning,
is the place of our sanctuary.

13LORD, the hope of Israel,
all who forsake you will be disap-
pointed.

Those who depart from me will be written
in the earth,

because they have forsaken the LORD,
the spring of living waters.

14Heal me, O LORD, and I will be healed.
Saveme, and I will be saved;
for you aremy praise.

15Behold, they askme,
“Where is the LORD’s word?
Let it be fulfilled now.”

16As for me, I have not hurried from being
a shepherd after you.

I haven’t desired the woeful day. You
know.

That which came out of my lips was
before your face.

17Don’t be a terror to me.
You aremy refuge in the day of evil.

18 Let them be disappointed who persecute
me,

but don’t let me be disappointed.
Let them be dismayed,

but don’t let me be dismayed.
Bring on them the day of evil,

and destroy themwith double destruc-
tion.

19 The LORD said this to me: “Go and
stand in the gate of the children of the peo-
ple, throughwhich the kings of Judah come
in and by which they go out, and in all the
gates of Jerusalem.

20 Tell them, ‘Hear the LORD’s word, you
kings of Judah, all Judah, and all the inhab-
itants of Jerusalem, that enter in by these
gates:

21TheLORDsays, “Becareful, andbearno
burden on the Sabbath day, nor bring it in
by the gates of Jerusalem.

22Don’t carry aburdenout of yourhouses
on the Sabbath day. Don’t do any work,
but make the Sabbath day holy, as I com-
manded your fathers.

23But they didn’t listen. They didn’t turn
their ear, but made their neck stiff, that
they might not hear, and might not receive
instruction.

24 It will happen, if you diligently listen to
me,” says the LORD, “to bring in no burden
through the gates of this city on the Sabbath
day, but tomake the Sabbath day holy, to do
no work therein;

25 then there will enter in by the gates of
this city kings andprinces sitting onDavid’s
throne, riding in chariots and on horses,
they and their princes, the men of Judah
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and this
city will remain forever.

26 They will come from the cities of Ju-
dah, and from theplaces around Jerusalem,
from the land of Benjamin, from the low-
land, from the hill country, and from
the South, bringing burnt offerings, sacri-
fices,meal offerings, and frankincense, and
bringing sacrifices of thanksgiving to the
LORD’s house.

27But if you will not listen to me to make
the Sabbath day holy, and not to bear a bur-
den and enter in at the gates of Jerusalem
on the Sabbath day, then I will kindle a fire
in its gates, and it will devour the palaces of
Jerusalem. It will not be quenched.” ’ ”



Jeremiah 18:1 634 Jeremiah 19:4

18
1Thewordwhich came to Jeremiah from

the LORD, saying,
2 “Arise, and go down to the potter’s

house, and there Iwill cause you to hearmy
words.”

3Then I went down to the potter’s house,
and behold, he was making something on
the wheels.

4 When the vessel that he made of the
clay was marred in the hand of the potter,
he made it again another vessel, as seemed
good to the potter to make it.

5 Then the LORD’s word came to me, say-
ing,

6 “House of Israel, can’t I do with you as
this potter?” says the LORD. “Behold, as the
clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in my
hand, house of Israel.

7 At the instant I speak concerning a na-
tion, andconcerningakingdom, topluckup
and to break down and to destroy it,

8 if that nation, concerning which I have
spoken, turns from their evil, I will repent
of the evil that I thought to do to them.

9 At the instant I speak concerning a na-
tion, and concerning a kingdom, to build
and to plant it,

10 if they do that which is evil in my sight,
that they not obey my voice, then I will
repent of the goodwithwhich I said Iwould
benefit them.

11 “Now therefore, speak to the men of
Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem,
saying, ‘The LORD says: “Behold, I frame
evil against you, and devise a plan against
you. Everyone return from his evil way
now, and amend your ways and your do-
ings.” ’

12 But they say, ‘It is in vain; for we will
walk after our own plans, and we will each
follow the stubbornness of his evil heart.’ ”

13Therefore the LORD says:
“Ask now amongst the nations,

‘Who has heard such things?’
The virgin of Israel has done a very
horrible thing.

14 Will the snow of Lebanon fail from the
rock of the field?

Will the cold waters that flow down
from afar be dried up?

15Formy people have forgottenme.
They have burnt incense to false gods.

They have been made to stumble in their
ways

in the ancient paths,
towalk inbyways, in awaynotbuilt up,

16 to make their land an astonishment,
and a perpetual hissing.

Everyone who passes by it will be aston-
ished,

and shake his head.

17 I will scatter them as with an east wind
before the enemy.

I will show them the back, and not the
face,

in the day of their calamity.
18 Then they said, “Come! Let’s devise

plans against Jeremiah; for the law won’t
perish from thepriest, nor counsel from the
wise, nor theword from theprophet. Come,
and let’s strike him with the tongue, and
let’s not give heed to any of his words.”
19Give heed to me, LORD,

and listen to the voice of those who
contend withme.

20 Should evil be recompensed for good?
For they have dug a pit for my soul.

Remember how I stood before you to speak
good for them,

to turn away your wrath from them.
21Therefore deliver up their children to the

famine,
and give them over to the power of the
sword.

Let their wives become childless and wid-
ows.

Let their men be killed
and their young men struck by the
sword in battle.

22Let a cry be heard from their houses
when you bring a troop suddenly on
them;

for they have dug a pit to takeme
and hidden snares for my feet.

23 Yet, LORD, you know all their counsel
against me to kill me.

Don’t forgive their iniquity.
Don’t blot out their sin from your sight,

Let them be overthrown before you.
Deal with them in the time of your
anger.

19
1 Thus said the LORD, “Go, and buy a

potter’s earthen container, and take some
of the elders of the people and of the elders
of the priests;

2 and go out to the valley of the son of
Hinnom, which is by the entry of the gate
Harsith, and proclaim there the words that
I will tell you.

3 Say, ‘Hear the LORD’s word, kings of
Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem: The
LORD of Armies, the God of Israel says, “Be-
hold, I will bring evil on this place, which
whoever hears, his ears will tingle.

4 Because they have forsaken me, and
have defiled this place, and have burnt in-
cense in it to other gods that they didn’t
know—they, their fathers, and the kings of
Judah—and have filled this place with the
blood of innocents,
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5 and have built the high places of Baal
to burn their children in the fire for burnt
offerings to Baal, which I didn’t command,
nor speak, which didn’t even enter into my
mind.

6 Therefore, behold, the days come,” says
the LORD, “that this place will no more be
called ‘Topheth’, nor ‘The Valley of the son
of Hinnom’, but ‘The valley of Slaughter’.

7 “ ‘ “I will make the counsel of Judah and
Jerusalem void in this place. I will cause
them to fall by the sword before their en-
emies, and by the hand of those who seek
their life. I will give their dead bodies to
be food for the birds of the sky and for the
animals of the earth.

8 I will make this city an astonishment
and a hissing. Everyone who passes by it
will be astonished andhiss because of all its
plagues.

9 I will cause them to eat the flesh of their
sons and the flesh of their daughters. They
will each eat the flesh of his friend in the
siege and in the distress with which their
enemies, and those who seek their life, will
distress them.” ’

10 “Then you shall break the container in
the sight of themenwho go with you,

11 and shall tell them, ‘The LORD of
Armies says: “Even so I will break this peo-
ple and this city as onebreaks apotter’s ves-
sel, that can’t be made whole again. They
will bury in Topheth until there is no place
to bury.

12 This is what I will do to this place,”
says the LORD, “and to its inhabitants, even
making this city as Topheth.

13Thehousesof Jerusalemand thehouses
of the kings of Judah, which are defiled,
will be as the place of Topheth, even all
the houses on whose roofs they have burnt
incense to all the army of the sky and
have poured out drink offerings to other
gods.” ’ ”

14 Then Jeremiah came from Topheth,
where the LORD had sent him to prophesy,
and he stood in the court of the LORD’s
house, and said to all the people:

15 “The LORD of Armies, the God of Israel
says, ‘Behold, I will bring on this city and
on all its towns all the evil that I have pro-
nouncedagainst it, because theyhavemade
their neck stiff, that they may not hear my
words.’ ”

20
1 Now Pashhur, the son of Immer the

priest, who was chief officer in the LORD’s
house, heard Jeremiah prophesying these
things.

2 Then Pashhur struck Jeremiah the
prophet and put him in the stocks thatwere
in the upper gate of Benjamin, which was
in the LORD’s house.

3 On the next day, Pashhur released
Jeremiah out of the stocks. Then Jeremiah
said to him, “The LORD has not called your
name Pashhur, but Magormissabib.†

4 For the LORD says, ‘Behold, I will make
you a terror to yourself and to all your
friends. They will fall by the sword of their
enemies, and your eyes will see it. I will
give all Judah into the hand of the king of
Babylon, and he will carry them captive to
Babylon, and will kill themwith the sword.

5Moreover I will give all the riches of this
city, and all its gains, and all its precious
things, yes, I will give all the treasures of
the kings of Judah into the hand of their
enemies. They will make them captives,
take them, and carry them to Babylon.

6You, Pashhur, and all who dwell in your
house will go into captivity. You will come
toBabylon, and thereyouwill die, and there
youwill beburied, you, andall your friends,
to whom you have prophesied falsely.’ ”
7 LORD, you have persuaded me, and I was

persuaded.
You are stronger than I, and have pre-
vailed.

I have become a laughingstock all day.
Everyonemocks me.

8For as often as I speak, I cry out;
I cry, “Violence and destruction!”

because the LORD’s word has been made a
reproach to me,

and a derision, all day.
9 If I say that Iwill notmakemention of him,

or speak anymore in his name,
then there is in my heart as it were a burn-

ing fire shut up inmy bones.
I amweary with holding it in.
I can’t.

10For I have heard the defaming of many:
“Terror on every side!
Denounce, andwewill denounce him!”

say all my familiar friends,
those whowatch for my fall.

“Perhaps he will be persuaded,
and wewill prevail against him,
and wewill take our revenge on him.”

11 But the LORD is with me as an awesome
mighty one.

Thereforemypersecutorswill stumble,
and they won’t prevail.

They will be utterly disappointed
because they have not dealt wisely,
even with an everlasting dishonour
which will never be forgotten.

† 20:3: “Magormissabib” means “surrounded by terror”
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12 But the LORD of Armies, who tests the
righteous,

who sees the heart and themind,
let me see your vengeance on them,

for I have revealedmy cause to you.
13 Sing to the LORD!

Praise the LORD,
for he has delivered the soul of the
needy from the hand of evildoers.

14Cursed is the day in which I was born.
Don’t let the day in which my mother
boreme be blessed.

15 Cursed is the man who brought news to
my father, saying,

“Aboy is born to you,”makinghimvery
glad.

16 Let that man be as the cities which the
LORD overthrew,

and didn’t repent.
Let him hear a cry in themorning,

and shouting at noontime,
17because he didn’t kill me from thewomb.

So my mother would have been my
grave,

and her womb always great.
18 Why did I come out of the womb to see

labour and sorrow,
that my days should be consumedwith
shame?

21
1Thewordwhich came to Jeremiah from

the LORD, when King Zedekiah sent to him
Pashhur the son of Malchijah, and Zepha-
niah the son ofMaaseiah, the priest, saying,

2 “Please enquire of the LORD for us;
forNebuchadnezzarkingofBabylonmakes
war against us. Perhaps the LORD will
deal with us according to all his wondrous
works, that hemaywithdraw from us.”

3 Then Jeremiah said to them, “Tell
Zedekiah:

4 ‘The LORD, the God of Israel says, “Be-
hold, I will turn back the weapons of war
that are in yourhands,withwhich youfight
against the king of Babylon, and against
the Chaldeans who besiege you outside the
walls; and Iwill gather theminto themiddle
of this city.

5 I myself will fight against you with an
outstretched hand and with a strong arm,
even in anger, in wrath, and in great indig-
nation.

6 I will strike the inhabitants of this city,
both man and animal. They will die of a
great pestilence.

7 Afterward,” says the LORD, “I will de-
liver Zedekiah king of Judah, his servants,
and the people, even those who are left
in this city from the pestilence, from the
sword, and from the famine, into the hand
of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and

into the hand of their enemies, and into
the hand of those who seek their life. He
will strike themwith the edge of the sword.
He will not spare them, have pity, or have
mercy.” ’

8 “You shall say to this people, ‘The LORD
says: “Behold, I setbeforeyou thewayof life
and the way of death.

9 He who remains in this city will die
by the sword, by the famine, and by the
pestilence, but he who goes out and passes
over to the Chaldeans who besiege you, he
will live, and he will escape with his life.

10 For I have set my face on this city for
evil, and not for good,” says the LORD. “It
will be given into the hand of the king of
Babylon, and he will burn it with fire.” ’

11 “Concerning the house of the king of
Judah, hear the LORD’s word:

12House of David, the LORD says,
‘Execute justice in themorning,

and deliver him who is robbed out of
the hand of the oppressor,

lest mywrath go out like fire,
and burn so that no one can quench it,
because of the evil of your doings.

13Behold, I am against you, O inhabitant of
the valley,

and of the rock of the plain,’ says the
LORD.

‘You that say, “Who would come down
against us?”

or, “Whowould enter into our homes?”
14 I will punish you according to the fruit of

your doings,’ says the LORD;
‘and I will kindle a fire in her forest,
and it will devour all that is around
her.’ ”

22
1 The LORD said, “Go down to the house

of the king of Judah, and speak this word
there:

2 ‘Hear the LORD’s word, king of Judah,
who sits on David’s throne—you, your ser-
vants, and your people who enter in by
these gates.

3 The LORD says: “Execute justice and
righteousness, and deliver him who is
robbed out of the hand of the oppressor. Do
no wrong. Do no violence to the foreigner,
the fatherless, or the widow. Don’t shed
innocent blood in this place.

4 For if you do this thing indeed, then
kings sitting on David’s throne will enter in
by the gates of this house, riding in chariots
and on horses—they, their servants, and
their people.

5 But if you will not hear these words, I
swear by myself,” says the LORD, “that this
house will become a desolation.” ’ ”
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6For the LORD says concerning the house
of the king of Judah:
“You are Gilead to me,

the head of Lebanon.
Yet surely I will make you a wilderness,

cities which are not inhabited.
7 I will prepare destroyers against you,

everyone with his weapons,
and they will cut down your choice cedars,

and cast them into the fire.
8 “Many nations will pass by this city, and

they will each ask his neighbour, ‘Why has
the LORD done this to this great city?’

9 Then they will answer, ‘Because they
abandoned the covenant of the LORD their
God, worshipped other gods, and served
them.’ ”
10Don’t weep for the dead.

Don’t bemoan him;
but weep bitterly for himwho goes away,

for he will return nomore,
and not see his native country.

11 For the LORD says touching Shallum the
son of Josiah, king of Judah, who reigned
instead of Josiah his father, and who went
out of this place: “Hewon’t return there any
more.
12 But he will die in the place where they
have led him captive. He will see this land
nomore.”
13 “Woe to him who builds his house by

unrighteousness,
and his rooms by injustice;

who uses his neighbour’s service without
wages,

and doesn’t give him his hire;
14whosays, ‘Iwill buildmyself awidehouse

and spacious rooms,’
and cuts out windows for himself,

with a cedar ceiling,
and painted with red.

15 “Should you reign because you strive to
excel in cedar?

Didn’t your father eat and drink,
and do justice and righteousness?
Then it was well with him.

16 He judged the cause of the poor and
needy;

so then it was well.
Wasn’t this to knowme?”

says the LORD.
17But your eyes and your heart are only for

your covetousness,
for shedding innocent blood,
foroppression, and fordoingviolence.”

18 Therefore the LORD says concerning Je-
hoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah:
“They won’t lament for him,

saying, ‘Ahmy brother!’ or, ‘Ah sister!’
They won’t lament for him,

saying ‘Ah lord!’ or, ‘Ah his glory!’

19 He will be buried with the burial of a
donkey,

drawn and cast out beyond the gates of
Jerusalem.”

20 “Go up to Lebanon, and cry out.
Lift up your voice in Bashan,

and cry from Abarim;
for all your lovershavebeendestroyed.

21 I spoke to you in your prosperity,
but you said, ‘I will not listen.’

This has been your way from your youth,
that you didn’t obeymy voice.

22The wind will feed all your shepherds,
and your lovers will go into captivity.

Surely then you will be ashamed
and confounded for all your wicked-
ness.

23 Inhabitant of Lebanon,
whomakes your nest in the cedars,

how greatly to be pitied you will be when
pangs come on you,

the pain as of a woman in travail!
24 “As I live,” says the LORD, “though Co-

niah the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah
were the signet on my right hand, I would
still pluck you from there.

25 I would give you into the hand of those
who seek your life, and into the hand of
them of whom you are afraid, even into the
hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon,
and into the hand of the Chaldeans.

26 I will cast you out with your mother
who bore you into another country, where
you were not born; and there you will die.

27But to the land towhich their soul longs
to return, there they will not return.”
28 Is this man Coniah a despised broken

vessel?
Is he a vessel in which no one delights?

Why are they cast out, he and his offspring,
and cast into a land which they don’t
know?

29O earth, earth, earth,
hear the LORD’s word!

30The LORD says,
“Record this man as childless,
amanwhowill not prosper in his days;

for no more will a man of his offspring
prosper,

sitting on David’s throne
and ruling in Judah.”

23
1 “Woe to the shepherds who destroy and

scatter the sheep of my pasture!” says the
LORD.

2 Therefore the LORD, the God of Is-
rael, says against the shepherds who feed
my people: “You have scattered my flock,
driven them away, and have not visited
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them. Behold, I will visit on you the evil of
your doings,” says the LORD.

3 “I will gather the remnant of my flock
out of all the countries where I have driven
them, and will bring them again to their
folds; and theywill be fruitful andmultiply.

4 I will set up shepherds over them who
will feed them. They will no longer be
afraidordismayed, neitherwill anybe lack-
ing,” says the LORD.
5 “Behold, the days come,” says the LORD,

“that I will raise to David a righteous
Branch;

and he will reign as king and deal wisely,
and will execute justice and righteous-
ness in the land.

6 In his days Judah will be saved,
and Israel will dwell safely.

This is his name by which he will be called:
The LORD our righteousness.

7 “Therefore, behold, the days come,” says
the LORD, “that they will no more say, ‘As
the LORD lives, who brought up the chil-
dren of Israel out of the land of Egypt;’
8 but, ‘As the LORD lives, who brought up
and who led the offspring of the house of
Israel out of the north country, and from
all the countries where I had driven them.’
Then they will dwell in their own land.”

9Concerning the prophets:
My heart withinme is broken.

All my bones shake.
I am like a drunkenman,

and like a man whom wine has over-
come,

because of the LORD,
and because of his holy words.

10 “For the land is full of adulterers;
for because of the curse the land
mourns.

The pastures of the wilderness have dried
up.

Their course is evil,
and their might is not right;

11 for both prophet and priest are profane.
Yes, in my house I have found their
wickedness,” says the LORD.

12 Therefore their way will be to them as
slippery places in the darkness.

They will be driven on,
and fall therein;

for I will bring evil on them,
even the year of their visitation,” says
the LORD.

13 “I have seen folly in the prophets of
Samaria.

They prophesied by Baal,
and causedmy people Israel to err.

14 In the prophets of Jerusalem I have also
seen a horrible thing:

they commit adultery and walk in lies.

They strengthen the hands of evildoers,
so that no one returns fromhiswicked-
ness.

They have all become tome as Sodom,
and its inhabitants as Gomorrah.”

15Therefore theLORDofArmies says con-
cerning the prophets:
“Behold, I will feed themwith wormwood,

andmake them drink poisoned water;
for from the prophets of Jerusalem un-
godliness has gone out into all the
land.”

16The LORD of Armies says,
“Don’t listen to the words of the prophets

who prophesy to you.
They teach you vanity.
They speak a vision of their own heart,
and not out of themouth of the LORD.

17They say continually to thosewhodespise
me,

‘The LORD has said, “You will have
peace;” ’

and to everyonewhowalks in the stubborn-
ness of his own heart they say,

‘No evil will come on you.’
18 For who has stood in the council of the

LORD,
that he should perceive and hear his
word?

Who has listened to my word, and
heard it?

19Behold, the LORD’s storm, his wrath, has
gone out.

Yes, a whirling storm!
It will burst on the head of the wicked.

20The LORD’s anger will not return until he
has executed

and performed the intents of his heart.
In the latter days, you will understand
it perfectly.

21 I didn’t send these prophets, yet they ran.
I didn’t speak to them, yet they prophe-
sied.

22But if they had stood inmy council,
then they would have caused my peo-
ple to hear mywords,

andwouldhave turned themfromtheir evil
way,

and from the evil of their doings.

23 “Am I a God at hand,” says the LORD,
“and not a God afar off?

24Can anyone hide himself in secret places
so that I can’t see him?” says the LORD.
“Don’t I fill heaven and earth?” says the
LORD.

25 “I have heard what the prophets have
said,whoprophesy lies inmyname, saying,
‘I had a dream! I had a dream!’

26 How long will this be in the heart of
the prophets who prophesy lies, even the
prophets of the deceit of their own heart?
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27 They intend to cause my people to for-
get my name by their dreams which they
each tell his neighbour, as their fathers for-
got my name because of Baal.

28 The prophet who has a dream, let him
tell a dream; and he who has my word, let
him speak my word faithfully. What is the
straw to the wheat?” says the LORD.

29 “Isn’t my word like fire?” says the
LORD; “and like a hammer that breaks the
rock in pieces?

30 “Therefore behold, I am against the
prophets,” says the LORD, “who each steal
mywords from his neighbour.

31Behold, I amagainst theprophets,” says
the LORD, “who use their tongues, and say,
‘He says.’

32Behold, I am against those who proph-
esy lying dreams,” says the LORD, “who tell
them, and cause my people to err by their
lies, and by their vain boasting; yet I didn’t
send them or command them. They don’t
profit this people at all,” says the LORD.

33 “When this people, or the prophet, or a
priest, asks you, saying, ‘What is the mes-
sage from the LORD?’ Then you shall tell
them, ‘ “What message? I will cast you off,”
says the LORD.’

34 As for the prophet, the priest, and the
people, who say, ‘The message from the
LORD,’ I will even punish that man and his
household.

35Youwill say everyone to his neighbour,
and everyone to his brother, ‘What has the
LORD answered?’ and, ‘What has the LORD
said?’

36Youwill mention themessage from the
LORD no more, for every man’s own word
has become his message; for you have per-
verted the words of the living God, of the
LORD of Armies, our God.

37 You will say to the prophet, ‘What has
the LORD answered you?’ and, ‘What has
the LORD spoken?’

38 Although you say, ‘The message from
the LORD,’ therefore the LORD says: ‘Be-
cause you say thisword, “Themessage from
the LORD,” and I have sent to you, telling
you not to say, “The message from the
LORD,”

39 therefore behold, I will utterly forget
you, and I will cast you offwith the city that
I gave to youand to your fathers, away from
my presence.

40 I will bring an everlasting reproach on
you, and a perpetual shame, which will not
be forgotten.’ ”

24
1 The LORD showed me, and behold,

two baskets of figs were set before the
LORD’s temple, after Nebuchadnezzar king

of Babylon had carried away captive Jeco-
niah the son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah,
and the princes of Judah, with the crafts-
men and smiths, from Jerusalem, and had
brought them to Babylon.

2 One basket had very good figs, like the
figs that are first-ripe; and the other basket
had very badfigs, which could not be eaten,
they were so bad.

3Then the LORD askedme, “What do you
see, Jeremiah?”
I said, “Figs. The good figs are very good,

and the bad are very bad, so bad that they
can’t be eaten.”

4The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
5 “The LORD, the God of Israel says: ‘Like

these good figs, so I will regard the captives
of Judah, whom I have sent out of this place
into the land of the Chaldeans, as good.

6 For I will set my eyes on them for good,
and I will bring them again to this land. I
will build them, and not pull them down. I
will plant them, and not pluck them up.

7 I will give them a heart to knowme, that
I am the LORD. Theywill bemy people, and
Iwill be theirGod; for theywill return tome
with their whole heart.

8 “ ‘As the bad figs, which can’t be eaten,
they are so bad,’ surely the LORD says, ‘So I
will give up Zedekiah the king of Judah, and
his princes, and the remnant of Jerusalem
who remain in this land, and those who
dwell in the land of Egypt.

9 I will even give them up to be tossed
back and forth amongst all the kingdoms of
the earth for evil, to be a reproach and a
proverb, a taunt and a curse, in all places
where I will drive them.

10 I will send the sword, the famine, and
the pestilence amongst them, until they are
consumed from off the land that I gave to
them and to their fathers.’ ”

25
1 The word that came to Jeremiah con-

cerningall thepeopleof Judah, in the fourth
year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of
Judah (this was the first year of Nebuchad-
nezzar king of Babylon),

2which Jeremiah the prophet spoke to all
the people of Judah, and to all the inhabi-
tants of Jerusalem:

3 From the thirteenth year of Josiah the
son of Amon, king of Judah, even to this day,
these twenty-three years, the LORD’s word
has come to me, and I have spoken to you,
rising up early and speaking; but you have
not listened.

4TheLORDhas sent to youall his servants
the prophets, rising up early and sending
them (but you have not listened or inclined
your ear to hear),
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5 saying, “Return now everyone from his
evil way, and from the evil of your doings,
and dwell in the land that the LORD has
given to youand to your fathers, fromof old
and even forever more.

6Don’t go after other gods to serve them
or worship them, and don’t provoke me to
anger with the work of your hands; then I
will do you no harm.”

7 “Yet you have not listened to me,” says
the LORD, “that you may provoke me to
anger with the work of your hands to your
own hurt.”

8Therefore the LORDofArmies says: “Be-
cause you have not heardmywords,

9behold, I will send and take all the fami-
lies of the north,” says the LORD, “and I will
send to Nebuchadnezzar the king of Baby-
lon,myservant, andwill bring themagainst
this land, and against its inhabitants, and
against all these nations around. I will
utterly destroy them, and make them an
astonishment, and a hissing, and perpetual
desolations.

10 Moreover I will take from them the
voice ofmirth and the voice of gladness, the
voice of thebridegroomand the voice of the
bride, the sound of the millstones, and the
light of the lamp.

11 This whole land will be a desolation,
and an astonishment; and these nations
will serve the king of Babylon seventy
years.

12“Itwill happen,when seventy years are
accomplished, that I will punish the king of
Babylon and that nation,” says the LORD,
“for their iniquity. I will make the land of
the Chaldeans desolate forever.

13 I will bring on that land all my words
which Ihavepronouncedagainst it, evenall
that is written in this book, which Jeremiah
has prophesied against all the nations.

14 For many nations and great kings will
make bondservants of them, even of them.
I will recompense them according to their
deeds, and according to the work of their
hands.”

15 For the LORD, the God of Israel, says
to me: “Take this cup of the wine of wrath
from my hand, and cause all the nations to
whom I send you to drink it.

16 They will drink, and reel back and
forth, and be insane, because of the sword
that I will send amongst them.”

17Then I took the cup at the LORD’s hand,
andmade all the nations to drink, to whom
the LORD had sent me:

18 Jerusalem, and the cities of Judah, with
its kings and its princes, to make them a
desolation, an astonishment, a hissing, and
a curse, as it is today;

19 Pharaoh king of Egypt, with his ser-
vants, his princes, and all his people;

20 and all the mixed people, and all the
kings of the land of Uz, all the kings of the
Philistines, Ashkelon, Gaza, Ekron, and the
remnant of Ashdod;

21 Edom, Moab, and the children of Am-
mon;

22 and all the kings of Tyre, all the kings
of Sidon, and the kings of the isle which is
beyond the sea;

23Dedan, Tema, Buz, andallwhohave the
corners of their beard cut off;

24 and all the kings of Arabia, all the
kings of the mixed people who dwell in the
wilderness;

25 and all the kings of Zimri, all the kings
of Elam, and all the kings of the Medes;

26 and all the kings of the north, far and
near, one with another; and all the king-
domsof theworld,which are on the surface
of theearth. ThekingofSheshachwill drink
after them.

27 “You shall tell them, ‘The LORD of
Armies, the God of Israel says: “Drink, and
be drunk, vomit, fall, and rise no more,
because of the sword which I will send
amongst you.” ’

28 It shall be, if they refuse to take the cup
at your hand to drink, then you shall tell
them, ‘The LORD of Armies says: “You shall
surely drink.

29 For, behold, I begin to work evil at the
citywhich is calledbymyname; and should
you be utterly unpunished? You will not be
unpunished; for Iwill call for a sword on all
the inhabitants of the earth, says the LORD
of Armies.” ’

30 “Therefore prophesy against them all
these words, and tell them,
“ ‘The LORDwill roar from on high,

and utter his voice from his holy habi-
tation.

He will mightily roar against his fold.
He will give a shout, as those who tread

grapes,
against all the inhabitants of the earth.

31 A noise will come even to the end of the
earth;

for the LORD has a controversy with
the nations.

He will enter into judgement with all flesh.
As for the wicked, he will give them to
the sword,” ’ says the LORD.”

32The LORD of Armies says,
“Behold, evil will go out from nation to

nation,
andagreat stormwillberaisedup from
the uttermost parts of the earth.”

33 The slain of the LORD will be at that day
from one end of the earth even to the other
end of the earth. They won’t be lamented.
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Theywon’t be gatheredorburied. Theywill
be dung on the surface of the ground.
34Wail, you shepherds, and cry.

Wallow in dust, you leader of the flock;
for the days of your slaughter and of your

dispersions have fully come,
and youwill fall like fine pottery.

35The shepherds will have no way to flee.
The leader of the flock will have no
escape.

36A voice of the cry of the shepherds,
and the wailing of the leader of the
flock,

for the LORD destroys their pasture.
37The peaceful folds are brought to silence

becauseof thefierceangerof theLORD.
38He has left his covert, as the lion;

for their land has become an astonish-
ment because of the fierceness of the
oppression,

and because of his fierce anger.

26
1 In the beginning of the reign of Je-

hoiakimthesonof Josiah, kingof Judah, this
word came from the LORD:

2 “The LORD says: ‘Stand in the court
of the LORD’s house, and speak to all the
cities of Judahwhichcome toworship in the
LORD’shouse, all thewords that I command
you to speak to them. Don’t omit a word.

3 Itmaybe theywill listen, and everyman
turn from his evil way, that I may relent
from the evil which I intend to do to them
because of the evil of their doings.’ ”

4 You shall tell them, “The LORD says: ‘If
you will not listen to me, to walk in my law
which I have set before you,

5 to listen to the words of my servants the
prophetswhomIsend toyou, evenrisingup
early and sending them—but you have not
listened—

6 then I will make this house like Shiloh,
and will make this city a curse to all the
nations of the earth.’ ”

7 The priests and the prophets and all
the people heard Jeremiah speaking these
words in the LORD’s house.

8 When Jeremiah had finished speaking
all that the LORD had commanded him to
speak to all the people, the priests and the
prophets and all the people seized him, say-
ing, “You shall surely die!

9Whyhave you prophesied in the LORD’s
name, saying, ‘This house will be like
Shiloh, and this city will be desolate, with-
out inhabitant’?” All the people were
crowded around Jeremiah in the LORD’s
house.

10When the princes of Judah heard these
things, they came up from the king’s house

to the LORD’s house; and they sat in the
entry of the new gate of the LORD’s house.

11Then thepriestsand theprophets spoke
to the princes and to all the people, saying,
“This man is worthy of death, for he has
prophesied against this city, as you have
heard with your ears.”

12 Then Jeremiah spoke to all the princes
and to all the people, saying, “The LORD
sent me to prophesy against this house and
against this city all the words that you have
heard.

13 Now therefore amend your ways and
your doings, and obey the LORD your God’s
voice; then the LORD will relent from the
evil that he has pronounced against you.

14 But as for me, behold, I am in your
hand. Do withmewhat is good and right in
your eyes.

15Onlyknowforcertain that if youputme
to death, you will bring innocent blood on
yourselves, on this city, and on its inhabi-
tants; for in truth the LORD has sent me to
you to speak all these words in your ears.”

16Then theprinces andall the people said
to the priests and to the prophets: “This
man is not worthy of death; for he has
spoken to us in the name of the LORD our
God.”

17 Then certain of the elders of the land
rose up, and spoke to all the assembly of the
people, saying,

18 “Micah the Morashtite prophesied in
the days of Hezekiah king of Judah; and he
spoke to all the people of Judah, saying, ‘The
LORD of Armies says:
“ ‘Zion will be ploughed as a field,

and Jerusalemwill become heaps,
and the mountain of the house as the
high places of a forest.’

19Did Hezekiah king of Judah and all Judah
put him to death? Didn’t he fear the LORD,
and entreat the favour of the LORD, and
the LORD relented of the disaster which he
had pronounced against them? We would
commit great evil against our own souls
that way!”

20 There was also a man who prophesied
in the LORD’s name, Uriah the son of She-
maiah of Kiriath Jearim; and he prophesied
against this city and against this land ac-
cording to all the words of Jeremiah.

21When Jehoiakim the king, with all his
mighty men and all the princes heard his
words, the king sought to put him to death;
butwhenUriah heard it, hewas afraid, and
fled, and went into Egypt.

22Then Jehoiakim the king sent Elnathan
the sonofAchborandcertainmenwithhim
into Egypt.

23 They fetched Uriah out of Egypt and
brought him to Jehoiakim the king, who



Jeremiah 26:24 642 Jeremiah 28:3

killed himwith the sword and cast his dead
body into the graves of the commonpeople.

24 But the hand of Ahikam the son of
Shaphan was with Jeremiah, so that they
didn’t give him into the hand of the people
to put him to death.

27
1 In the beginning of the reign of Je-

hoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah,
thisword came to Jeremiah from the LORD,
saying,

2 the LORD says to me: “Make bonds and
bars, and put them on your neck.

3 Then send them to the king of Edom, to
the king ofMoab, to the king of the children
of Ammon, to the king of Tyre, and to the
king of Sidon, by the hand of the messen-
gers who come to Jerusalem to Zedekiah
king of Judah.

4Give them a command to their masters,
saying, ‘The LORD of Armies, the God of
Israel says, “You shall tell yourmasters:

5 ‘I havemade the earth, themen, and the
animals that are on the surface of the earth
by my great power and by my outstretched
arm. I give it to whom it seems right to me.

6 Now I have given all these lands into
the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the king of
Babylon, my servant. I have also given the
animals of the field to him to serve him.

7 All the nations will serve him, his son,
and his son’s son, until the time of his own
land comes. Then many nations and great
kings will make him their bondservant.

8 “ ‘ “ ‘It will happen that I will punish
the nation and the kingdom which will not
serve the same Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon, and that will not put their neck
under the yoke of the king of Babylon,’ says
the LORD, ‘with the sword, with famine,
and with pestilence, until I have consumed
them by his hand.

9 But as for you, don’t listen to your
prophets, to your diviners, to your dreams,
to your soothsayers, or to your sorcerers,
who speak to you, saying, “You shall not
serve the king of Babylon;”

10 for they prophesy a lie to you, to re-
move you far from your land, so that I
would drive you out, and youwould perish.

11 But the nation that brings their neck
under the yoke of the king of Babylon and
serves him, that nation I will let remain in
their own land,’ says the LORD; ‘and they
will till it and dwell in it.’ ” ’ ”

12 I spoke to Zedekiah king of Judah ac-
cording to all these words, saying, “Bring
your necks under the yoke of the king of
Babylon, and serve him and his people, and
live.

13Whywill you die, you and your people,
by the sword, by the famine, and by the
pestilence, as the LORD has spoken con-
cerning the nation that will not serve the
king of Babylon?

14Don’t listen to thewordsof theprophets
who speak to you, saying, ‘You shall not
serve the king of Babylon;’ for they proph-
esy a lie to you.

15 For I have not sent them,” says the
LORD, “but they prophesy falsely in my
name; that I may drive you out, and that
youmay perish, you, and the prophets who
prophesy to you.”

16Also I spoke to the priests and to all this
people, saying, the LORD says, “Don’t listen
to the words of your prophets who proph-
esy to you, saying, ‘Behold, the vessels of the
LORD’s house will now shortly be brought
again fromBabylon;’ for theyprophesy a lie
to you.

17 Don’t listen to them. Serve the king
of Babylon, and live. Why should this city
become a desolation?

18 But if they are prophets, and if the
LORD’s word is with them, let them now
make intercession to the LORD of Armies,
that the vessels which are left in the LORD’s
house, in thehouse of the king of Judah, and
at Jerusalem, don’t go to Babylon.

19 For the LORD of Armies says concern-
ing the pillars, concerning the sea, concern-
ing the bases, and concerning the rest of the
vessels that are left in this city,

20 which Nebuchadnezzar king of Baby-
lon didn’t take when he carried away cap-
tive Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim, king of
Judah, from Jerusalem to Babylon, and all
the nobles of Judah and Jerusalem—

21 yes, the LORD of Armies, the God of
Israel, says concerning the vessels that are
left in the LORD’s house, and in the house of
the king of Judah, and at Jerusalem:

22 ‘They will be carried to Babylon, and
there they will be, until the day that I visit
them,’ says the LORD; ‘then I will bring
them up, and restore them to this place.’ ”

28
1 That same year, in the beginning of

the reign of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the
fourth year, in the fifth month, Hananiah
the son of Azzur, the prophet, who was of
Gibeon, spoke to me in the LORD’s house,
in the presence of the priests and of all the
people, saying,

2 “The LORD of Armies, the God of Israel,
says, ‘I have broken the yoke of the king of
Babylon.

3Within two full years I will bring again
into this place all the vessels of the LORD’s
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house that Nebuchadnezzar king of Baby-
lon took away from this place and carried
to Babylon.

4 I will bring again to this place Jeconiah
the son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, with all
the captivesof Judah,whowent toBabylon,’
says the LORD; ‘for I will break the yoke of
the king of Babylon.’ ”

5 Then the prophet Jeremiah said to the
prophet Hananiah in the presence of the
priests, and in the presence of all the people
who stood in the LORD’s house,

6even the prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen!
May the LORD do so. May the LORD per-
form your words which you have prophe-
sied, tobringagain thevessels of theLORD’s
house, and all those who are captives, from
Babylon to this place.

7 Nevertheless listen now to this word
that I speak in your ears, and in the ears of
all the people:

8The prophets who have been before me
and before you of old prophesied against
many countries, and against great king-
doms, of war, of evil, and of pestilence.

9 As for the prophet who prophesies of
peace, when the word of the prophet hap-
pens, then the prophet will be known, that
the LORD has truly sent him.”

10 Then Hananiah the prophet took the
bar from off the prophet Jeremiah’s neck,
and broke it.

11Hananiah spoke in the presence of all
the people, saying, “The LORD says: ‘Even
so I will break the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon from off the neck of all the
nations within two full years.’ ” Then the
prophet Jeremiah went his way.

12 Then the LORD’s word came to
Jeremiah, after Hananiah the prophet had
broken the bar from off the neck of the
prophet Jeremiah, saying,

13 “Go, and tell Hananiah, saying, ‘The
LORD says, “You have broken the bars of
wood, butyouhavemade in theirplacebars
of iron.”

14 For the LORD of Armies, the God of
Israel says, “I have put a yoke of iron on
the neck of all these nations, that they
may serve Nebuchadnezzar king of Baby-
lon; and they will serve him. I have also
given him the animals of the field.” ’ ”

15 Then the prophet Jeremiah said to
Hananiah the prophet, “Listen, Hananiah!
The LORD has not sent you, but you make
this people trust in a lie.

16Therefore the LORD says, ‘Behold, Iwill
send you away from off the surface of the
earth. This year you will die, because you
have spoken rebellion against the LORD.’ ”

17SoHananiah the prophet died the same
year in the seventhmonth.

29
1 Now these are the words of the let-

ter that Jeremiah the prophet sent from
Jerusalem to the residue of the elders of
the captivity, and to the priests, to the
prophets, and to all the people whom
Nebuchadnezzar had carried away captive
from Jerusalem to Babylon,

2 (after Jeconiah the king, the queen
mother, the eunuchs, the princes of Ju-
dah and Jerusalem, the craftsmen, and the
smiths had departed from Jerusalem),

3by thehandofElasah the sonofShaphan
and Gemariah the son of Hilkiah, (whom
Zedekiah king of Judah sent to Babylon to
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon). It said:

4 The LORD of Armies, the God of Is-
rael, says to all the captives whom I have
caused to be carried away captive from
Jerusalem to Babylon:

5 “Build houses and dwell in them.
Plant gardens and eat their fruit.

6 Take wives and father sons and
daughters. Take wives for your sons, and
give your daughters to husbands, that they
may bear sons and daughters. Multiply
there, and don’t be diminished.

7Seek the peace of the citywhere I have
caused you to be carried away captive, and
pray to the LORD for it; for in its peace you
will have peace.”

8 For the LORD of Armies, the God of
Israel says: “Don’t let your prophets who
are amongst you and your diviners deceive
you. Don’t listen to your dreams which you
cause to be dreamt.

9For they prophesy falsely to you inmy
name. I havenot sent them,” says theLORD.

10 For the LORD says, “After seventy
years are accomplished for Babylon, I will
visit you and perform my good word to-
wards you, in causing you to return to this
place.

11 For I know the thoughts that I think
towards you,” says the LORD, “thoughts of
peace, and not of evil, to give you hope and
a future.

12You shall call onme, and you shall go
and pray to me, and I will listen to you.

13You shall seekme and findme, when
you search for mewith all your heart.

14 I will be found by you,” says the
LORD, “and I will turn again your captivity,
and I will gather you from all the nations,
and from all the placeswhere I have driven
you,” says the LORD. “I will bring you again
to the place from where I caused you to be
carried away captive.”

15 Because you have said, “The LORD
has raised us up prophets in Babylon,”

16 the LORD says concerning the king
who sits on David’s throne, and concerning
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all the people who dwell in this city, your
brothers who haven’t gone with you into
captivity,

17 the LORD of Armies says: “Behold, I
will send on them the sword, the famine,
and the pestilence, andwill make them like
rotten figs that can’t be eaten, they are so
bad.

18 I will pursue after them with the
sword, with the famine, and with the pesti-
lence, and will deliver them to be tossed
back and forth amongst all the kingdoms
of the earth, to be an object of horror, an
astonishment, a hissing, and a reproach
amongst all thenationswhere Ihavedriven
them,

19because they have not listened to my
words,” says the LORD, “with which I sent
to themmy servants the prophets, rising up
early and sending them; but you would not
hear,” says the LORD.

20Hear therefore the LORD’s word, all
youcaptiveswhomIhavesentaway from
Jerusalem to Babylon.

21 The LORD of Armies, the God of Is-
rael, says concerning Ahab the son of Ko-
laiah, and concerning Zedekiah the son of
Maaseiah, who prophesy a lie to you in my
name: “Behold, I will deliver them into the
hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon;
and he will kill them before your eyes.

22A curse will be taken up about them
by all the captives of Judah who are in
Babylon, saying, ‘The LORD make you like
Zedekiah and like Ahab, whom the king of
Babylon roasted in the fire;’

23 because they have done foolish
things in Israel, and have committed
adultery with their neighbours’ wives, and
have spoken words in my name falsely,
which I didn’t command them. I amhewho
knows, and amwitness,” says the LORD.

24 Concerning Shemaiah the Nehelamite
you shall speak, saying,

25 “The LORD of Armies, the God of Is-
rael, says, ‘Because you have sent letters in
your own name to all the people who are
at Jerusalem, and to Zephaniah the son of
Maaseiah, the priest, and to all the priests,
saying,

26 “The LORD has made you priest in the
place of Jehoiada the priest, that there may
be officers in the LORD’s house, for every
man who is crazy and makes himself a
prophet, that you should put him in the
stocks and in shackles.

27 Now therefore, why have you not re-
buked Jeremiah of Anathoth, who makes
himself a prophet to you,

28 because he has sent to us in Babylon,
saying, The captivity is long. Build houses,

and dwell in them. Plant gardens, and eat
their fruit?” ’ ”

29 Zephaniah the priest read this letter in
the hearing of Jeremiah the prophet.

30 Then the LORD’s word came to
Jeremiah, saying,

31 “Send to all of the captives, saying, ‘The
LORD says concerning Shemaiah the Nehe-
lamite: “Because Shemaiah has prophesied
to you, and I didn’t send him, and he has
caused you to trust in a lie,”

32 therefore the LORD says, “Behold, I will
punish Shemaiah the Nehelamite and his
offspring. He will not have a man to dwell
amongst this people. He won’t see the good
that I will do to my people,” says the LORD,
“because he has spoken rebellion against
the LORD.” ’ ”

30
1 The word that came to Jeremiah from

the LORD, saying,
2 “The LORD, the God of Israel, says,

‘Write all the words that I have spoken to
you in a book.

3 For, behold, the days come,’ says the
LORD, ‘that Iwill reverse the captivity ofmy
people Israel and Judah,’ says the LORD. ‘I
will cause them to return to the land that I
gave to their fathers, and they will possess
it.’ ”

4Theseare thewords that theLORDspoke
concerning Israel and concerning Judah.

5For the LORD says:
“We have heard a voice of trembling;

a voice of fear, and not of peace.
6 Ask now, and see whether a man travails

with child.
Why do I see everymanwith his hands
on his waist, as a woman in travail,

and all faces are turned pale?
7 Alas, for that day is great, so that none is

like it!
It is even the time of Jacob’s trouble;
but he will be saved out of it.

8 It will come to pass in that day, says the
LORD of Armies, that I will break his
yoke from off your neck,

and will burst your bonds.
Strangers will no more make them
their bondservants;

9but they will serve the LORD their God,
and David their king,
whom I will raise up to them.

10 Therefore don’t be afraid, O Jacob my
servant, says the LORD.

Don’t be dismayed, Israel.
For, behold, I will save you from afar,

and save your offspring from the land
of their captivity.

Jacob will return,
and will be quiet and at ease.
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No one will make him afraid.
11For I amwith you, says the LORD, to save

you;
for I will make a full end of all the
nations where I have scattered you,

but I will not make a full end of you;
but I will correct you inmeasure,

and will in no way leave you unpun-
ished.”

12For the LORD says,
“Your hurt is incurable.

Your wound is grievous.
13There is no one to plead your cause,

that youmay be bound up.
You have no healingmedicines.

14All your lovers have forgotten you.
They don’t seek you.

For I have wounded you with the wound of
an enemy,

with the chastisement of a cruel one,
for the greatness of your iniquity,

because your sins were increased.
15Why do you cry over your injury?

Your pain is incurable.
For the greatness of your iniquity,

because your sins have increased,
I have done these things to you.

16 Therefore all those who devour you will
be devoured.

All your adversaries, everyoneof them,
will go into captivity.

Those who plunder you will be plunder.
Iwillmake allwhoprey onyoubecome
prey.

17For I will restore health to you,
and I will heal you of your wounds,”
says the LORD,

“because they have called you an outcast,
saying, ‘It is Zion, whom no man seeks
after.’ ”

18The LORD says:
“Behold, I will reverse the captivity of Ja-

cob’s tents,
and have compassion on his dwelling
places.

The city will be built on its own hill,
and the palace will be inhabited in its
own place.

19Thanksgiving will proceed out of them
with the voice of those who make
merry.

I will multiply them,
and they will not be few;

I will also glorify them,
and they will not be small.

20Their children also will be as before,
and their congregation will be estab-
lished before me.

I will punish all who oppress them.
21Their prince will be one of them,

and their ruler will proceed from
amongst them.

I will cause him to draw near,
and he will approachme;
for who is he who has had boldness to
approachme?” says the LORD.

22 “You shall be my people,
and I will be your God.

23Behold, the LORD’s storm, his wrath, has
gone out,

a sweeping storm;
it will burst on the head of the wicked.

24 The fierce anger of the LORD will not
return until he has accomplished,

and until he has performed the inten-
tions of his heart.

In the latter days you will understand
it.”

31
1 “At that time,” says the LORD, “I will be

theGod of all the families of Israel, and they
will be my people.”

2TheLORDsays, “Thepeoplewhosurvive
the sword found favour in the wilderness;
even Israel, when I went to cause him to
rest.”

3The LORDappeared of old tome, saying,
“Yes, I have loved you with an everlasting

love.
Therefore I have drawn you with lov-
ing kindness.

4 I will build you again,
and you will be built, O virgin of Israel.

You will again be adorned with your tam-
bourines,

and will go out in the dances of those
whomakemerry.

5 Again you will plant vineyards on the
mountains of Samaria.

The planters will plant,
and will enjoy its fruit.

6 For there will be a day that the watchmen
on the hills of Ephraim cry,

‘Arise! Let’s go up to Zion to the LORD
our God.’ ”

7For the LORD says,
“Sing with gladness for Jacob,

and shout for the chief of the nations.
Publish, praise, and say,

‘LORD, save your people,
the remnant of Israel!’

8 Behold, I will bring them from the north
country,

and gather them from the uttermost
parts of the earth,

along with the blind and the lame,
thewomanwith child and herwho tra-
vails with child together.

They will return as a great company.
9They will comewith weeping.

I will lead themwith petitions.
Iwill cause themtowalkbyriversofwaters,
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in a straight way in which they won’t
stumble;

for I am a father to Israel.
Ephraim is my firstborn.

10 “Hear the LORD’s word, you nations,
and declare it in the distant islands.
Say,

‘Hewho scattered Israel will gather him,
and keep him, as a shepherd does his
flock.’

11For the LORD has ransomed Jacob,
and redeemed him from the hand of
himwhowas stronger than he.

12 They will come and sing in the height of
Zion,

and will flow to the goodness of the
LORD,

to the grain, to the newwine, to the oil,
and to the young of the flock and of the
herd.

Their soul will be as a watered garden.
They will not sorrow anymore at all.

13Then the virgin will rejoice in the dance,
the youngmen and the old together;

for I will turn their mourning into joy,
andwill comfort them, andmake them
rejoice from their sorrow.

14 I will satiate the soul of the priests with
fatness,

andmypeoplewill be satisfiedwithmy
goodness,” says the LORD.

15The LORD says:
“A voice is heard in Ramah,

lamentation and bitter weeping,
Rachel weeping for her children.

She refuses to be comforted for her
children,

because they are nomore.”
16The LORD says:

“Refrain your voice fromweeping,
and your eyes from tears,
for your work will be rewarded,” says
the LORD.

“They will come again from the land of
the enemy.

17 There is hope for your latter end,” says
the LORD.

“Your children will come again to their
own territory.

18 “I have surely heard Ephraim grieving
thus,

‘You have chastisedme,
and I was chastised, as an untrained
calf.

Turnme, and I will be turned,
for you are the LORDmy God.

19 Surely after that I was turned.
I repented.

After that I was instructed.

I struckmy thigh.
I was ashamed, yes, even confounded,

because I bore the reproach of my
youth.’

20 Is Ephraimmy dear son?
Is he a darling child?

For as often as I speak against him,
I still earnestly remember him.

Therefore my heart yearns for him.
I will surely have mercy on him,” says
the LORD.

21 “Set up road signs.
Make guideposts.

Set your heart towards the highway,
even the way by which you went.

Turn again, virgin of Israel.
Turn again to these your cities.

22How long will you go here and there,
you backsliding daughter?

For the LORDhas created a new thing in the
earth:

a womanwill encompass aman.”
23 The LORD of Armies, the God of Israel,

says: “Yet again they will use this speech
in the land of Judah and in its cities, when
I reverse their captivity: ‘The LORD bless
you, habitation of righteousness, mountain
of holiness.’

24 Judahandall its citieswill dwell therein
together, the farmers, and those who go
about with flocks.

25 For I have satiated the weary soul, and
I have replenished every sorrowful soul.”

26 On this I awakened, and saw; and my
sleep was sweet to me.

27 “Behold, the days come,” says the
LORD, “that I will sow the house of Israel
and thehouseof Judahwith the seedofman
andwith the seed of animal.

28 It will happen that, like as I have
watchedover themtopluckupand tobreak
down and to overthrow and to destroy and
to afflict, so I will watch over them to build
and to plant,” says the LORD.

29 “In those days they will say nomore,
“ ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes,

and thechildren’s teethare setonedge.’
30But everyonewill die forhis own iniquity.
Every man who eats the sour grapes, his
teeth will be set on edge.

31 “Behold, the days come,” says the
LORD, “that I will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel, andwith the house
of Judah,

32 not according to the covenant that I
made with their fathers in the day that I
took them by the hand to bring them out of
the land of Egypt, which covenant of mine
they broke, although I was a husband to
them,” says the LORD.



Jeremiah 31:33 647 Jeremiah 32:17

33 “But this is the covenant that I will
make with the house of Israel after those
days,” says the LORD:
“I will put my law in their inward parts,

and I will write it in their heart.
I will be their God,

and they shall be my people.
34They will no longer each teach his neigh-

bour,
and every man teach his brother, say-
ing, ‘Know the LORD;’

for they will all knowme,
from their least to their greatest,” says
the LORD,

“for I will forgive their iniquity,
and Iwill remember their sinnomore.”

35TheLORD,whogives the sun for a light by
day,

and the ordinances of the moon and of
the stars for a light by night,

who stirs up the sea, so that its waves roar—
the LORD of Armies is his name, says:

36 “If these ordinances depart from before
me,” says the LORD,

“then the offspring of Israel also will
cease from being a nation before me
forever.”

37 The LORD says: “If heaven above can be
measured,

and the foundations of the earth
searched out beneath,

then I will also cast off all the offspring
of Israel for all that they have done,”
says the LORD.

38 “Behold, the days come,” says the
LORD, “that thecitywill bebuilt to theLORD
from the tower of Hananel to the gate of the
corner.

39 The measuring line will go out further
straight onward to the hill Gareb, and will
turn towards Goah.

40 The whole valley of the dead bodies
and of the ashes, and all the fields to the
brook Kidron, to the corner of the horse
gate towards the east, will be holy to the
LORD. It will not be plucked up or thrown
down anymore forever.”

32
1 This is the word that came to Jeremiah

fromtheLORD in the tenthyearofZedekiah
king of Judah, which was the eighteenth
year of Nebuchadnezzar.

2 Now at that time the king of Babylon’s
army was besieging Jerusalem. Jeremiah
the prophet was shut up in the court of the
guard, which was in the king of Judah’s
house.

3ForZedekiahkingof Judahhad shut him
up, saying, “Why do you prophesy, and say,

‘The LORD says, “Behold, I will give this city
into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he
will take it;

4andZedekiahkingof Judahwon’t escape
out of the hand of the Chaldeans, but will
surelybedelivered into thehandof theking
of Babylon, and will speak with himmouth
to mouth, and his eyes will see his eyes;

5 and he will bring Zedekiah to Baby-
lon, and he will be there until I visit him,”
says the LORD, “though you fight with the
Chaldeans, you will not prosper” ’?”

6 Jeremiah said, “The LORD’s word came
tome, saying,

7 ‘Behold, Hanamel the son of Shallum
your uncle will come to you, saying, “Buy
my field that is in Anathoth; for the right of
redemption is yours to buy it.” ’ ”

8 “So Hanamel my uncle’s son came to
me in the court of the guard according to
the LORD’s word, and said to me, ‘Please
buy my field that is in Anathoth, which is
in the land of Benjamin; for the right of
inheritance is yours, and the redemption is
yours. Buy it for yourself.’

“Then I knew that this was the LORD’s
word.

9 I bought the field that was in Anathoth
of Hanamel my uncle’s son, and weighed
him the money, even seventeen shekels† of
silver.

10 I signed the deed, sealed it, called wit-
nesses, and weighed the money in the bal-
ances to him.

11So I took the deed of the purchase, both
thatwhichwas sealed, containing the terms
and conditions, and that which was open;

12 and I delivered the deed of the pur-
chase toBaruch the sonofNeriah, the sonof
Mahseiah, in the presence of Hanamel my
uncle’s son, and in the presence of the wit-
nesseswho signed thedeedof thepurchase,
before all the Jews who sat in the court of
the guard.

13 “I commanded Baruch before them,
saying,

14 the LORD of Armies, the God of Israel,
says: ‘Take these deeds, this deed of the
purchase which is sealed, and this deed
which is open, and put them in an earthen
vessel, that theymay last many days.’

15 For the LORD of Armies, the God of Is-
rael says: ‘Houses and fields and vineyards
will yet again be bought in this land.’

16 Now after I had delivered the deed of
the purchase to Baruch the son of Neriah, I
prayed to the LORD, saying,

17 “Ah Lord GOD! Behold, you have made
the heavens and the earth by your great

† 32:9: A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces.
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power and by your outstretched arm.
There is nothing too hard for you.
18Youshowlovingkindness to thousands,

and repay the iniquity of the fathers into
the bosom of their children after them. The
great, the mighty God, the LORD of Armies
is your name:

19 great in counsel, and mighty in work;
whose eyes are open to all the ways of the
childrenofmen, togiveeveryoneaccording
to his ways, and according to the fruit of his
doings;

20 who performed signs and wonders in
the land of Egypt, even to this day, both in
Israel and amongst other men; and made
yourself a name, as it is today;

21 and brought your people Israel out of
the land of Egypt with signs, with wonders,
with a strong hand, with an outstretched
arm, and with great terror;

22 and gave them this land, which you
swore to their fathers to give them, a land
flowing withmilk and honey.

23They came in and possessed it, but they
didn’t obey your voice and didn’t walk in
your law. Theyhavedonenothingof all that
you commanded them to do. Therefore you
have caused all this evil to comeupon them.

24 “Behold, siege ramps have been built
against the city to take it. The city is given
into the hand of the Chaldeans who fight
against it, because of the sword, of the
famine, and of the pestilence. What you
have spoken has happened. Behold, you
see it.

25 You have said to me, Lord GOD, ‘Buy
the field for money, and call witnesses;’
whereas the city is given into the hand of
the Chaldeans.”

26 Then the LORD’s word came to
Jeremiah, saying,

27 “Behold, I am the LORD, the God of all
flesh. Is there anything too hard for me?

28Therefore the LORD says: Behold, I will
give this city into thehandof theChaldeans,
and into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king
of Babylon, and he will take it.

29 The Chaldeans, who fight against this
city, will come and set this city on fire, and
burn itwith the houses onwhose roofs they
have offered incense to Baal, and poured
outdrinkofferings toothergods, toprovoke
me to anger.

30 “For the children of Israel and the chil-
dren of Judah have done only that which
was evil in my sight from their youth; for
the children of Israel have only provoked
me to anger with the work of their hands,
says the LORD.

31 For this city has been to me a provoca-
tion of my anger and of my wrath from the

day that they built it even to this day, so that
I should remove it from before my face,

32because of all the evil of the children of
Israel and of the children of Judah, which
they have done to provoke me to anger—
they, their kings, their princes, their priests,
their prophets, the men of Judah, and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem.

33 They have turned their backs to me,
and not their faces. Although I taught them,
rising up early and teaching them, yet they
have not listened to receive instruction.

34 But they set their abominations in the
house which is called bymy name, to defile
it.

35 They built the high places of Baal,
which are in the valley of the son of Hin-
nom, to cause their sons and their daugh-
ters to pass through fire to Molech, which
I didn’t command them. It didn’t even
come intomymind, that they should do this
abomination, to cause Judah to sin.”

36Now therefore the LORD, the God of Is-
rael, says concerning this city, about which
you say, “It is given into the hand of the king
of Babylonby the sword, by the famine, and
by the pestilence:”

37 “Behold, I will gather them out of all
the countries where I have driven them in
my anger, and in my wrath, and in great
indignation; and I will bring them again to
this place. I will cause them to dwell safely.

38Then they will be my people, and I will
be their God.

39 I will give them one heart and oneway,
that they may fear me forever, for their
good and the good of their children after
them.

40 I will make an everlasting covenant
with them, that I will not turn away from
following them, to do them good. I will put
my fear in their hearts, that they may not
depart fromme.

41Yes, I will rejoice over them to do them
good, and I will plant them in this land
assuredlywithmywholeheart andwithmy
whole soul.”

42 For the LORD says: “Just as I have
brought all this great evil on this people, so
I will bring on them all the good that I have
promised them.

43Fieldswill be bought in this land, about
which you say, ‘It is desolate, without man
or animal. It is given into the hand of the
Chaldeans.’

44Men will buy fields for money, sign the
deeds, seal them, and call witnesses, in the
land of Benjamin, and in the places around
Jerusalem, in the cities of Judah, in the cities
of the hill country, in the cities of the low-
land, and in the cities of the South; for I will
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cause their captivity to be reversed,” says
the LORD.

33
1 Moreover the LORD’s word came to

Jeremiah the second time,while hewas still
locked up in the court of the guard, saying,

2 “The LORD who does it, the LORD who
forms it to establish it—the LORD is his
name, says:

3 ‘Call to me, and I will answer you, and
will show you great and difficult things,
which you don’t know.’

4 For the LORD, the God of Israel, says
concerning the houses of this city and con-
cerning the houses of the kings of Judah,
which are broken down to make a defence
against the mounds and against the sword:

5 ‘While men come to fight with the
Chaldeans, and to fill them with the dead
bodies of men, whom I have killed in my
anger and in my wrath, and for all whose
wickedness I havehiddenmy face from this
city,

6behold, Iwill bring it health andhealing,
and I will cure them; and I will reveal to
them abundance of peace and truth.

7 I will restore the fortunes of Judah and
Israel, and will build them as at the first.

8 I will cleanse them from all their iniq-
uity by which they have sinned against me.
I will pardon all their iniquities by which
they have sinned against me and by which
they have transgressed against me.

9 This city will be to me for a name of
joy, for praise, and for glory, before all the
nations of the earth, which will hear all the
good that I do to them, and will fear and
tremble for all the goodand for all thepeace
that I provide to it.’ ”

10 The LORD says: “Yet again there will
be heard in this place, about which you
say, ‘It is waste, without man and without
animal, even in the cities of Judah, and in
the streets of Jerusalem, that are desolate,
without man and without inhabitant and
without animal,’

11 the voice of joy and the voice of glad-
ness, the voice of the bridegroom and the
voice of the bride, the voice of those who
say, ‘Give thanks to the LORD of Armies, for
the LORD is good, for his loving kindness
endures forever;’ who bring thanksgiving
into the LORD’s house. For I will cause the
captivity of the land to be reversed as at the
first,” says the LORD.

12 The LORD of Armies says: “Yet again
there will be in this place, which is waste,
withoutman andwithout animal, and in all
its cities, a habitation of shepherds causing
their flocks to lie down.

13 In the cities of the hill country, in the
cities of the lowland, in the cities of the
South, in the land of Benjamin, in the places
around Jerusalem, and in the cities of Ju-
dah, the flocks will again pass under the
hands of him who counts them,” says the
LORD.

14 “Behold, the days come,” says the
LORD, “that I will perform that good word
which I have spoken concerning the house
of Israel and concerning thehouseof Judah.
15 “In those days and at that time,

I will cause a Branch of righteousness
to grow up to David.

He will execute justice and righteous-
ness in the land.

16 In those days Judah will be saved,
and Jerusalemwill dwell safely.

This is thenamebywhich shewill be called:
The LORD our righteousness.”

17 For the LORD says: “David will never
lack a man to sit on the throne of the house
of Israel.

18 The Levitical priests won’t lack a man
before me to offer burnt offerings, to burn
meal offerings, and to do sacrifice continu-
ally.”

19 The LORD’s word came to Jeremiah,
saying,

20 “The LORD says: ‘If you can break my
covenant of the day andmy covenant of the
night, so that therewill not be day andnight
in their time,

21 thenmy covenant could also be broken
with David my servant, that he won’t have
a son to reign on his throne; and with the
Levitical priests, myministers.

22As the army of the sky can’t be counted,
and the sand of the sea can’t be measured,
so I will multiply the offspring of David my
servant and the Levites who minister to
me.’ ”

23 The LORD’s word came to Jeremiah,
saying,

24 “Don’t consider what this people has
spoken, saying, ‘Has the LORD cast off the
two families which he chose?’ Thus they
despise my people, that they should be no
more a nation before them.”

25The LORD says: “If my covenant of day
and night fails, if I have not appointed the
ordinances of heaven and earth,

26 then I will also cast away the offspring
of Jacob, and of David my servant, so that
I will not take of his offspring to be rulers
over the offspring of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob; for I will cause their captivity to be
reversed andwill havemercy on them.”

34
1Thewordwhich came to Jeremiah from

the LORD, when Nebuchadnezzar king of
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Babylon, with all his army, all the kingdoms
of the earth that were under his dominion,
and all the peoples, were fighting against
Jerusalem and against all its cities, saying:

2 “The LORD, the God of Israel, says, ‘Go,
and speak to Zedekiah king of Judah, and
tell him, the LORD says, “Behold, I will give
this city into thehandof the king of Babylon
and he will burn it with fire.

3 You won’t escape out of his hand, but
will surely be taken and delivered into his
hand. Your eyes will see the eyes of the
king of Babylon, and hewill speakwith you
mouth to mouth. You will go to Babylon.” ’

4 “Yet hear the LORD’s word, O Zedekiah
king of Judah. The LORD says concerning
you, ‘Youwon’t die by the sword.

5 You will die in peace; and with the
burnings of your fathers, the former kings
who were before you, so they will make
a burning for you. They will lament you,
saying, “Ah Lord!” for I have spoken the
word,’ says the LORD.”

6 Then Jeremiah the prophet spoke all
these words to Zedekiah king of Judah in
Jerusalem,

7 when the king of Babylon’s army was
fighting against Jerusalem and against all
the cities of Judah that were left, against
LachishandagainstAzekah; for thesealone
remained of the cities of Judah as fortified
cities.

8 The word came to Jeremiah from the
LORD, after King Zedekiah had made a
covenant with all the people who were at
Jerusalem, to proclaim liberty to them,

9 that every man should let his male ser-
vant, and every man his female servant,
who is a Hebrew or a Hebrewess, go free,
that no one should make bondservants of
them, of a Jew his brother.

10 All the princes and all the people
obeyedwho had entered into the covenant,
that everyone should let his male servant
and everyone his female servant go free,
that no one should make bondservants of
them any more. They obeyed and let them
go,

11but afterwards they turned, andcaused
the servants and thehandmaidswhomthey
had let go free to return, and brought them
into subjection for servants and for hand-
maids.

12 Therefore the LORD’s word came to
Jeremiah from the LORD, saying,

13 “The LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘I
made a covenant with your fathers in the
day that I brought them out of the land of
Egypt, out of the house of bondage, saying:

14 At the end of seven years, every man
of you shall release his brother who is a
Hebrew, who has been sold to you, and has

served you six years. You shall let him go
free fromyou. But your fathers didn’t listen
to me, and didn’t incline their ear.

15 You had now turned, and had done
that which is right in my eyes, in every
man proclaiming liberty to his neighbour.
You had made a covenant before me in the
house which is called bymy name;

16but you turned andprofanedmyname,
and every man caused his servant and ev-
ery man his handmaid, whom you had let
go free at their pleasure, to return. You
brought them into subjection, to be to you
for servants and for handmaids.’ ”

17 Therefore the LORD says: “You have
not listened to me, to proclaim liberty, ev-
ery man to his brother, and every man to
his neighbour. Behold, I proclaim to you a
liberty,” says the LORD, “to the sword, to the
pestilence, and to the famine. I will make
you be tossed back and forth amongst all
the kingdoms of the earth.

18 I will give the men who have trans-
gressed my covenant, who have not per-
formed the words of the covenant which
theymade beforemewhen they cut the calf
in two and passed between its parts:

19 the princes of Judah, the princes of
Jerusalem, the eunuchs, the priests, and all
the people of the land, who passed between
the parts of the calf.

20 I will even give them into the hand of
their enemies and into the hand of those
who seek their life. Their dead bodies will
be food for the birds of the sky and for the
animals of the earth.

21 “I will give Zedekiah king of Judah and
his princes into the hands of their enemies,
into the hands of those who seek their life
and into the hands of the king of Babylon’s
army, who has gone away from you.

22 Behold, I will command,” says the
LORD, “and cause them to return to this city.
Theywill fight against it, take it, and burn it
with fire. I will make the cities of Judah a
desolation, without inhabitant.”

35
1Thewordwhich came to Jeremiah from

the LORD in the days of Jehoiakim the son
of Josiah, king of Judah, saying,

2 “Go to the house of the Rechabites, and
speak to them, and bring them into the
LORD’s house, into one of the rooms, and
give themwine to drink.”

3 Then I took Jaazaniah the son of
Jeremiah, the son of Habazziniah, with his
brothers, all his sons, and the whole house
of the Rechabites;

4 and I brought them into the LORD’s
house, into the room of the sons of Hanan
the son of Igdaliah, the man of God, which
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was by the room of the princes, which was
above the roomofMaaseiah the sonof Shal-
lum, the keeper of the threshold.

5 I set before the sons of the house of the
Rechabites bowls full of wine, and cups;
and I said to them, “Drink wine!”

6 But they said, “We will drink no wine;
for Jonadab the son of Rechab, our father,
commanded us, saying, ‘You shall drink no
wine, neither you nor your children, for-
ever.

7 You shall not build a house, sow seed,
plant a vineyard, or have any; but all your
days you shall dwell in tents, that you may
livemanydays in the land inwhich you live
as nomads.’

8 We have obeyed the voice of Jonadab
the son of Rechab, our father, in all that
he commanded us, to drink no wine all
our days, we, our wives, our sons, or our
daughters;

9 and not to build houses for ourselves to
dwell in. We have no vineyard, field, or
seed;

10 but we have lived in tents, and have
obeyed, and done according to all that Jon-
adab our father commanded us.

11 But when Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon came up into the land, we said,
‘Come! Let’s go to Jerusalem for fear of the
army of the Chaldeans, and for fear of the
army of the Syrians; so we will dwell at
Jerusalem.’ ”

12 Then the LORD’s word came to
Jeremiah, saying,

13 “The LORD of Armies, the God of Israel,
says: ‘Go and tell the men of Judah and
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, “Will you not
receive instruction to listen to my words?”
says the LORD.

14 “The words of Jonadab the son of
Rechab that he commanded his sons, not to
drink wine, are performed; and to this day
theydrinknone, for they obey their father’s
commandment; but I have spoken to you,
rising up early and speaking, and you have
not listened to me.

15 I have sent also to you all my servants
the prophets, rising up early and sending
them, saying, ‘Every one of youmust return
now from his evil way, amend your doings,
and don’t go after other gods to serve them.
Thenyouwill dwell in the landwhich Ihave
given to you and to your fathers;’ but you
have not inclined your ear, nor listened to
me.

16 The sons of Jonadab the son of Rechab
haveperformed the commandment of their
father which he commanded them, but this
people has not listened to me.” ’

17 “Therefore the LORD, the God of
Armies, the God of Israel, says: ‘Behold,

I will bring on Judah and on all the
inhabitants of Jerusalem all the evil that
I have pronounced against them, because
I have spoken to them, but they have not
heard; and I have called to them, but they
have not answered.’ ”

18 Jeremiah said to the house of the Rech-
abites, “The LORD of Armies, the God of
Israel, says: ‘Because you have obeyed the
commandment of Jonadab your father, and
kept all his precepts, and done according to
all that he commanded you,’

19 therefore the LORD of Armies, the God
of Israel, says: ‘Jonadab the son of Rechab
will not lack a man to stand before me
forever.’ ”

36
1 In the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son

of Josiah, king of Judah, this word came to
Jeremiah from the LORD, saying,

2 “Take a scroll of a book, and write in
it all the words that I have spoken to you
against Israel, against Judah, andagainst all
the nations, from the day I spoke to you,
from the days of Josiah even to this day.

3 It may be that the house of Judah will
hear all the evil which I intend to do to
them, that they may each return from his
evil way; that I may forgive their iniquity
and their sin.”

4 Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son of
Neriah; and Baruch wrote from the mouth
of Jeremiah all the LORD’s words, which he
had spoken to him, on a scroll of a book.

5 Jeremiah commanded Baruch, saying,
“I am restricted. I can’t go into the LORD’s
house.

6 Therefore you go, and read from the
scroll which you have written from my
mouth, the LORD’s words, in the ears of the
people in the LORD’s house on the fast day.
Also you shall read them in the ears of all
Judah who come out of their cities.

7 It may be they will present their sup-
plication before the LORD, and will each
return from his evil way; for the LORD has
pronounced great anger and wrath against
this people.”

8 Baruch the son of Neriah did accord-
ing to all that Jeremiah the prophet com-
manded him, reading in the book the
LORD’s words in the LORD’s house.

9 Now in the fifth year of Jehoiakim the
son of Josiah, king of Judah, in the ninth
month, all the people in Jerusalem and all
the people who came from the cities of Ju-
dah to Jerusalem, proclaimed a fast before
the LORD.

10 Then Baruch read the words of
Jeremiah from the book in the LORD’s
house, in the room of Gemariah the son
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of Shaphan the scribe, in the upper court,
at the entry of the new gate of the LORD’s
house, in the ears of all the people.

11WhenMicaiah the sonofGemariah, the
son of Shaphan, had heard out of the book
all the LORD’s words,

12 he went down into the king’s house,
into the scribe’s room; and behold, all the
princes were sitting there, Elishama the
scribe, Delaiah the son of Shemaiah, El-
nathan the son ofAchbor, Gemariah the son
of Shaphan, Zedekiah the son of Hananiah,
and all the princes.

13 Then Micaiah declared to them all the
words thathehadheard,whenBaruchread
the book in the ears of the people.

14 Therefore all the princes sent Jehudi
the son of Nethaniah, the son of Shelemiah,
the son of Cushi, to Baruch, saying, “Take in
yourhand the scroll inwhichyouhave read
in the ears of the people, and come.”
So Baruch the son of Neriah took the

scroll in his hand, and came to them.
15 They said to him, “Sit down now, and

read it in our hearing.”
So Baruch read it in their hearing.
16 Now when they had heard all the

words, they turned in fear one towards an-
other, and said to Baruch, “We will surely
tell the king of all these words.”

17 They asked Baruch, saying, “Tell us
now, how did you write all these words at
his mouth?”

18 Then Baruch answered them, “He dic-
tated all these words to me with his mouth,
and I wrote themwith ink in the book.”

19 Then the princes said to Baruch, “You
and Jeremiah go hide. Don’t let anyone
knowwhere you are.”

20They went in to the king into the court,
but theyhad laidup the scroll in the roomof
Elishama the scribe. Then they told all the
words in the hearing of the king.

21 So the king sent Jehudi to get the scroll,
and he took it out of the room of Elishama
the scribe. Jehudi read it in the hearing
of the king, and in the hearing of all the
princes who stood beside the king.

22Now the king was sitting in the winter
house in the ninth month, and there was a
fire in the brazier burning before him.

23 When Jehudi had read three or four
columns, the king cut it with the penknife,
and cast it into the fire that was in the
brazier, until all the scroll was consumed in
the fire that was in the brazier.

24Thekingandhis servantswhoheardall
thesewordswerenot afraid, anddidn’t tear
their garments.

25 Moreover Elnathan and Delaiah and
Gemariah had made intercession to the

king that he would not burn the scroll; but
he would not listen to them.

26 The king commanded Jerahmeel the
king’s son, and Seraiah the son of Azriel,
and Shelemiah the son of Abdeel, to ar-
rest Baruch the scribe and Jeremiah the
prophet; but the LORD hid them.

27 Then the LORD’s word came to
Jeremiah, after the king had burnt the
scroll, and the words which Baruch wrote
at themouth of Jeremiah, saying,

28 “Take again another scroll, andwrite in
it all the formerwords that were in the first
scroll, which Jehoiakim the king of Judah
has burnt.

29 Concerning Jehoiakim king of Judah
you shall say, ‘The LORD says: “You have
burnt this scroll, saying, ‘Why have you
written therein, saying, “The king of Baby-
lon will certainly come and destroy this
land, and will cause to cease from there
man and animal”?’ ”

30 Therefore the LORD says concerning
Jehoiakim king of Judah: “He will have no
one to sit on David’s throne. His dead body
will be cast out in the day to the heat, and in
the night to the frost.

31 I will punish him, his offspring, and his
servants for their iniquity. I will bring on
them, on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and
on the men of Judah, all the evil that I have
pronounced against them, but they didn’t
listen.” ’ ”

32Then Jeremiah took another scroll, and
gave it to Baruch the scribe, the son of Ner-
iah, who wrote therein from the mouth of
Jeremiah all the words of the book which
Jehoiakim king of Judah had burnt in the
fire; andmany similarwordswere added to
them.

37
1 Zedekiah the son of Josiah reigned as

king instead of Coniah the sonof Jehoiakim,
whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
made king in the land of Judah.

2But neither he, nor his servants, nor the
people of the land, listened to the LORD’s
words, which he spoke by the prophet
Jeremiah.

3Zedekiah theking sent Jehucal the sonof
Shelemiah and Zephaniah the son of Maa-
seiah, the priest, to the prophet Jeremiah,
saying, “Pray now to the LORD our God for
us.”

4 Now Jeremiah came in and went out
amongst the people, for they had not put
him into prison.

5 Pharaoh’s army had come out of Egypt;
and when the Chaldeans who were besieg-
ing Jerusalem heard news of them, they
withdrew from Jerusalem.
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6 Then the LORD’s word came to the
prophet Jeremiah, saying,

7 “The LORD, the God of Israel, says, ‘You
shall tell the king of Judah, who sent you
to me to enquire of me: “Behold, Pharaoh’s
army, which has come out to help you, will
return to Egypt into their own land.

8 The Chaldeans will come again, and
fight against this city. They will take it and
burn it with fire.” ’

9 “The LORD says, ‘Don’t deceive your-
selves, saying, “The Chaldeans will surely
depart from us;” for they will not depart.

10 For though you had struck the whole
army of the Chaldeans who fight against
you, and only wounded men remained
amongst them, they would each rise up in
his tent and burn this city with fire.’ ”

11 When the army of the Chaldeans had
withdrawn from Jerusalem for fear of
Pharaoh’s army,

12 then Jeremiahwent out of Jerusalem to
go into the land of Benjamin, to receive his
portion there, in themiddle of the people.

13 When he was in Benjamin’s gate, a
captainof theguardwas there,whosename
was Irijah, the son of Shelemiah, the son
of Hananiah; and he seized Jeremiah the
prophet, saying, “You are defecting to the
Chaldeans!”

14Then Jeremiah said, “That is false! I am
not defecting to the Chaldeans.”
Buthedidn’t listen tohim; so Irijah seized

Jeremiah, and brought him to the princes.
15The princes were angrywith Jeremiah,

and struckhim, andputhim inprison in the
house of Jonathan the scribe; for they had
made that the prison.

16When Jeremiah had come into the dun-
geon house and into the cells, and Jeremiah
had remained there many days,

17 then Zedekiah the king sent and had
him brought out. The king asked him se-
cretly in his house, “Is there anyword from
the LORD?”
Jeremiah said, “There is.” He also said,

“You will be delivered into the hand of the
king of Babylon.”

18 Moreover Jeremiah said to King
Zedekiah, “How have I sinned against
you, against your servants, or against this
people, that you have put me in prison?

19 Now where are your prophets who
prophesied to you, saying, ‘The king of
Babylon will not come against you, nor
against this land’?

20 Now please hear, my lord the king:
please let my supplication be presented be-
fore you, that you not causeme to return to
the house of Jonathan the scribe, lest I die
there.”

21 Then Zedekiah the king commanded,
and they committed Jeremiah into the court
of the guard. They gave him daily a loaf of
bread out of the bakers’ street, until all the
bread in the city was gone. Thus Jeremiah
remained in the court of the guard.

38
1 Shephatiah the son of Mattan, Gedaliah

the son of Pashhur, Jucal the son of
Shelemiah, and Pashhur the son of
Malchijah heard the words that Jeremiah
spoke to all the people, saying,

2 “TheLORD says, ‘Hewho remains in this
city will die by the sword, by the famine,
and by the pestilence, but he who goes out
to the Chaldeans will live. He will escape
with his life and he will live.’

3 The LORD says, ‘This city will surely be
given into the hand of the army of the king
of Babylon, and he will take it.’ ”

4Then theprinces said to theking, “Please
let this man be put to death, because he
weakens the hands of the men of war who
remain in this city, and the hands of all the
people, in speaking suchwords to them; for
this man doesn’t seek the welfare of this
people, but harm.”

5Zedekiah the king said, “Behold, he is in
your hand; for the king can’t do anything to
oppose you.”

6Then they took Jeremiah and threw him
into the dungeon of Malchijah the king’s
son, that was in the court of the guard.
They let down Jeremiah with cords. In the
dungeon there was no water, but mire; and
Jeremiah sank in themire.

7Nowwhen Ebedmelech the Ethiopian, a
eunuch, whowas in the king’s house, heard
that they had put Jeremiah in the dungeon
(the king was then sitting in Benjamin’s
gate),

8 Ebedmelech went out of the king’s
house, and spoke to the king, saying,

9 “My lord the king, these men have done
evil in all that they have done to Jeremiah
the prophet, whom they have cast into the
dungeon. He is likely to die in the place
where he is, because of the famine; for
there is nomore bread in the city.”

10 Then the king commanded Ebedm-
elech the Ethiopian, saying, “Take from
here thirty men with you, and take up
Jeremiah the prophet out of the dungeon,
before he dies.”

11So Ebedmelech took themenwith him,
and went into the house of the king under
the treasury, and took from there rags and
worn-out garments, and let them down by
cords into the dungeon to Jeremiah.
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12 Ebedmelech the Ethiopian said to
Jeremiah, “Now put these rags and worn-
out garments under your armpits under
the cords.”
Jeremiah did so.
13 So they lifted Jeremiah up with the

cords, and took him up out of the dungeon;
and Jeremiah remained in the court of the
guard.

14 Then Zedekiah the king sent and took
Jeremiah the prophet to himself into the
third entry that is in the LORD’s house.
Then the king said to Jeremiah, “I will ask
you something. Hide nothing fromme.”

15 Then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, “If I
declare it to you, will you not surely put me
to death? If I give you counsel, you will not
listen to me.”

16 So Zedekiah the king swore secretly to
Jeremiah, saying, “As the LORD lives, who
made our souls, I will not put you to death,
neitherwill I give you into thehandof these
menwho seek your life.”

17 Then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, “The
LORD, the God of Armies, the God of Israel,
says: ‘If you will go out to the king of Baby-
lon’s princes, then your soul will live, and
this city will not be burnt with fire. Youwill
live, along with your house.

18 But if you will not go out to the king
of Babylon’s princes, then this city will be
given into the hand of the Chaldeans, and
they will burn it with fire, and you won’t
escape out of their hand.’ ”

19 Zedekiah the king said to Jeremiah, “I
am afraid of the Jews who have defected
to the Chaldeans, lest they deliver me into
their hand, and theymockme.”

20But Jeremiah said, “They won’t deliver
you. Obey, I beg you, the LORD’s voice, in
that which I speak to you; so it will be well
with you, and your soul will live.

21 But if you refuse to go out, this is the
word that the LORD has shownme:

22 ‘Behold, all the women who are left in
the king of Judah’s house will be brought
out to the king of Babylon’s princes, and
those womenwill say,
“Your familiar friends have turned on you,

and have prevailed over you.
Your feet are sunk in themire,

they have turned away from you.”
23 They will bring out all your wives and

your children to the Chaldeans. You won’t
escape out of their hand, but will be taken
by the hand of the king of Babylon. Youwill
cause this city to be burnt with fire.’ ”

24ThenZedekiahsaid to Jeremiah, “Letno
man know of these words, and you won’t
die.

25But if theprinceshear that I have talked
with you, and they come to you, and tell

you, ‘Declare to us nowwhat you have said
to theking; don’t hide it fromus, andwewill
not put you to death; also tell us what the
king said to you;’

26 thenyoushall tell them, ‘I presentedmy
supplication before the king, that he would
not causeme to return to Jonathan’s house,
to die there.’ ”

27 Then all the princes came to Jeremiah,
and asked him; and he told them according
to all these words that the king had com-
manded. So they stopped speaking with
him, for thematter was not perceived.

28 So Jeremiah stayed in the court of the
guard until the day that Jerusalem was
taken.

39
1 In the ninth year of Zedekiah king of

Judah, in the tenth month, Nebuchadnez-
zar king of Babylon and all his army came
against Jerusalem, and besieged it.

2 In the eleventh year of Zedekiah, in the
fourthmonth, the ninth day of themonth, a
breach wasmade in the city.

3 All the princes of the king of Babylon
came in, and sat in the middle gate: Nergal
Sharezer, Samgarnebo, Sarsechim the Rab-
saris, Nergal Sharezer the Rabmag, with all
therestof theprincesof thekingofBabylon.

4WhenZedekiah thekingof Judahandall
themenofwarsawthem, then theyfledand
went out of the city by night, by the way of
theking’s garden, through thegatebetween
the two walls; and he went out towards the
Arabah.

5 But the army of the Chaldeans pursued
them, and overtook Zedekiah in the plains
of Jericho. When they had taken him, they
brought him up to Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon to Riblah in the land of Hamath;
and he pronounced judgement on him.

6 Then the king of Babylon killed
Zedekiah’s sons in Riblah before his eyes.
ThekingofBabylonalsokilledall thenobles
of Judah.

7 Moreover he put out Zedekiah’s eyes
and bound him in fetters, to carry him to
Babylon.

8 The Chaldeans burnt the king’s house
and the people’s houseswith fire and broke
down the walls of Jerusalem.

9 Then Nebuzaradan the captain of the
guard carried away captive into Babylon
the rest of the people who remained in the
city, the deserters alsowho fell away tohim,
and the rest of the people who remained.

10 But Nebuzaradan the captain of the
guard left of thepoorof thepeople,whohad
nothing, in the landof Judah, andgave them
vineyards and fields at the same time.
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11Now Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
commanded Nebuzaradan the captain of
the guard concerning Jeremiah, saying,

12 “Take himand take care of him. Dohim
noharm; but do tohimevenashe tells you.”

13 So Nebuzaradan the captain of the
guard, Nebushazban, Rabsaris, and Nergal
Sharezer, Rabmag, and all the chief officers
of the king of Babylon

14 sent and took Jeremiah out of the
court of the guard, and committed him to
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of
Shaphan, that he should bring him home.
So he lived amongst the people.

15 Now the LORD’s word came to
Jeremiah while he was shut up in the court
of the guard, saying,

16 “Go, and speak to Ebedmelech the
Ethiopian, saying, ‘The LORD of Armies, the
God of Israel, says: “Behold, I will bring my
words on this city for evil, and not for good;
and theywill beaccomplishedbeforeyou in
that day.

17 But I will deliver you in that day,”
says the LORD; “and you will not be given
into the hand of the men of whom you are
afraid.

18For Iwill surely save you. Youwon’t fall
by the sword, but youwill escapewith your
life, because youhaveput your trust inme,”
says the LORD.’ ”

40
1Thewordwhich came to Jeremiah from

theLORD, afterNebuzaradan the captain of
the guardhad let himgo fromRamah,when
he had taken him being bound in chains
amongst all the captives of Jerusalem and
Judah who were carried away captive to
Babylon.

2 The captain of the guard took Jeremiah
and said to him, “The LORD your God pro-
nounced this evil on this place;

3 and the LORD has brought it, and done
according as he spoke. Because you have
sinned against the LORD, and have not
obeyed his voice, therefore this thing has
come on you.

4 Now, behold, I release you today from
the chains which are on your hand. If it
seems good to you to come with me into
Babylon, come, and I will take care of you;
but if it seems bad to you to come with me
into Babylon, don’t. Behold, all the land is
before you. Where it seems good and right
to you to go, go there.”

5Nowwhile hehadnot yet goneback, “Go
back then,” he said, “to Gedaliah the son of
Ahikam, the sonofShaphan,whomtheking
of Babylon has made governor over the
cities of Judah, anddwellwith himamongst

the people; or go wherever it seems right to
you to go.”
So the captain of the guard gave him food

and a present, and let him go.
6Then Jeremiahwent to Gedaliah the son

of Ahikam to Mizpah, and lived with him
amongst the people who were left in the
land.

7Now when all the captains of the forces
who were in the fields, even they and their
men, heard that the king of Babylon had
madeGedaliah the son of Ahikamgovernor
in the land, andhad committed to himmen,
women, children, and of the poorest of the
land, of those who were not carried away
captive to Babylon,

8 then Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and
Johanan and Jonathan the sons of Kareah,
and Seraiah the son of Tanhumeth, and the
sons of Ephai the Netophathite, and Jeza-
niah the son of the Maacathite, they and
their men came to Gedaliah to Mizpah.

9 Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son
of Shaphan swore to them and to their
men, saying, “Don’t be afraid to serve the
Chaldeans. Dwell in the land, and serve the
kingofBabylon, and itwill bewellwithyou.

10 As for me, behold, I will dwell at Miz-
pah, to stand before the Chaldeans who
will come to us; but you, gather wine and
summer fruits andoil, andput them inyour
vessels, and dwell in your cities that you
have taken.”

11Likewisewhenall the Jewswhowere in
Moab, andamongst thechildrenofAmmon,
and in Edom, andwhowere in all the coun-
tries, heard that the king of Babylonhad left
a remnantof Judah, and thathehadset over
themGedaliah the sonofAhikam, the sonof
Shaphan,

12 then all the Jews returned out of all
places where they were driven, and came
to the land of Judah, to Gedaliah, toMizpah,
and gathered verymuchwine and summer
fruits.

13 Moreover Johanan the son of Kareah,
and all the captains of the forces who were
in the fields, came to Gedaliah to Mizpah,

14 and said to him, “Do you know that
Baalis the king of the children of Ammon
has sent Ishmael the son of Nethaniah to
take your life?”
But Gedaliah the son of Ahikam didn’t

believe them.
15 Then Johanan the son of Kareah spoke

to Gedaliah in Mizpah secretly, saying,
“Please let me go, and I will kill Ishmael the
son of Nethaniah, and no man will know
it. Why should he take your life, that all
the Jews who are gathered to you should
be scattered, and the remnant of Judah per-
ish?”
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16But Gedaliah the son of Ahikam said to
Johanan the sonofKareah, “Youshallnotdo
this thing, for you speak falsely of Ishmael.”

41
1Now in the seventh month, Ishmael the

son of Nethaniah, the son of Elishama, of
the royal offspring and one of the chief
officers of the king, and ten men with him,
came to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam toMiz-
pah; and there they ate bread together in
Mizpah.

2 Then Ishmael the son of Nethaniah
arose, and the tenmenwhowerewith him,
and struck Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the
son of Shaphan with the sword and killed
him, whom the king of Babylon had made
governor over the land.

3 Ishmael also killed all the Jews who
were with Gedaliah at Mizpah, and the
Chaldean men of war who were found
there.

4 The second day after he had killed
Gedaliah, and noman knew it,

5men came from Shechem, from Shiloh,
and fromSamaria, eveneightymen, having
their beards shaved and their clothes torn,
and having cut themselves, with meal of-
ferings and frankincense in their hand, to
bring them to the LORD’s house.

6 Ishmael the son of Nethaniah went out
from Mizpah to meet them, weeping all
along as he went, and as he met them, he
said to them, “Come to Gedaliah the son of
Ahikam.”

7 It was so, when they came into the
middle of the city, that Ishmael the son of
Nethaniah killed them, and cast them into
the middle of the pit, he, and the men who
were with him.

8But ten men were found amongst those
who said to Ishmael, “Don’t kill us; for we
have stores hidden in the field, of wheat,
and of barley, and of oil, and of honey.”
So he stopped, and didn’t kill them

amongst their brothers.
9Now the pit inwhich Ishmael cast all the

deadbodies of themenwhomhehadkilled,
by the side of Gedaliah (this was that which
Asa the king had made for fear of Baasha
kingof Israel), Ishmael the sonofNethaniah
filled it with those whowere killed.

10 Then Ishmael carried away captive all
of the peoplewhowere left inMizpah, even
the king’s daughters, andall thepeoplewho
remained in Mizpah, whom Nebuzaradan
the captain of the guard had committed to
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam. Ishmael the
son of Nethaniah carried them away cap-
tive, and departed to go over to the children
of Ammon.

11 But when Johanan the son of Kareah,
and all the captains of the forces who were
with him, heard of all the evil that Ishmael
the son of Nethaniah had done,

12 then they took all the men, and went
to fight with Ishmael the son of Nethaniah,
and found him by the great waters that are
in Gibeon.

13 Now when all the people who were
with Ishmael saw Johanan the son of
Kareah, and all the captains of the forces
whowere with him, then they were glad.

14 So all the people who Ishmael had
carried away captive from Mizpah turned
about and came back, and went to Johanan
the son of Kareah.

15 But Ishmael the son of Nethaniah es-
caped from Johanan with eight men, and
went to the children of Ammon.

16 Then Johanan the son of Kareah and
all the captains of the forces who were
with him took all the remnant of the people
whom he had recovered from Ishmael the
son of Nethaniah, from Mizpah, after he
had killed Gedaliah the son of Ahikam—the
men of war, with the women, the children,
and the eunuchs, whom he had brought
back from Gibeon.

17 They departed and lived in Geruth
Chimham, which is by Bethlehem, to go to
enter into Egypt

18becauseof theChaldeans; for theywere
afraid of them, because Ishmael the son of
Nethaniah had killed Gedaliah the son of
Ahikam, whom the king of Babylon made
governor over the land.

42
1 Then all the captains of the forces, and

Johanan the son of Kareah, and Jezaniah
the sonofHoshaiah, andall thepeople from
the least even to the greatest, came near,

2 and said to Jeremiah the prophet,
“Please let our supplication be presented
before you, and pray for us to the LORD
your God, even for all this remnant, for we
are left but a few of many, as your eyes see
us,

3 that the LORD your God may show us
the way in which we should walk, and the
things that we should do.”

4Then Jeremiah the prophet said to them,
“I have heard you. Behold, I will pray to the
LORD your God according to your words;
and it will happen that whatever thing the
LORD answers you, I will declare it to you. I
will keep nothing back from you.”

5 Then they said to Jeremiah, “May
the LORD be a true and faithful witness
amongst us, if we don’t do according to all
the word with which the LORD your God
sends you to tell us.
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6Whether it is good, or whether it is bad,
wewill obey the voice of the LORD our God,
to whom we send you; that it may be well
with us, when we obey the voice of the
LORD our God.”

7After ten days, the LORD’s word came to
Jeremiah.

8 Then he called Johanan the son of
Kareah, and all the captains of the forces
whowerewith him, and all the people from
the least even to the greatest,

9and said to them, “The LORD, the God of
Israel, towhomyou sentme to present your
supplication before him, says:

10 ‘If you will still live in this land, then I
will build you, and not pull you down, and
I will plant you, and not pluck you up; for I
grieve over the distress that I have brought
on you.

11 Don’t be afraid of the king of Babylon,
of whom you are afraid. Don’t be afraid of
him,’ says the LORD, ‘for I am with you to
save you, and to deliver you from his hand.

12 I will grant you mercy, that he may
havemercy on you, and cause you to return
to your own land.

13 “ ‘But if you say, “We will not dwell in
this land,” so that you don’t obey the LORD
your God’s voice,

14 saying, “No, butwewill go into the land
of Egypt,wherewewill seenowar, norhear
the sound of the trumpet, nor have hunger
of bread; and there wewill dwell;” ’

15 now therefore hear the LORD’s word,
O remnant of Judah! The LORD of Armies,
the God of Israel, says, ‘If you indeed set
your faces to enter into Egypt, and go to live
there,

16 then it will happen that the sword,
which you fear, will overtake you there in
the land of Egypt; and the famine, about
which you are afraid, will follow close be-
hind you there in Egypt; and you will die
there.

17 So will it be with all the men who set
their faces to go into Egypt to live there.
They will die by the sword, by the famine,
and by the pestilence. None of them will
remain or escape from the evil that I will
bring on them.’

18 For the LORD of Armies, the God of
Israel, says: ‘As my anger and my wrath
has been poured out on the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, so my wrath will be poured out
on you, when you enter into Egypt; and
youwill be an object of horror, an astonish-
ment, a curse, and a reproach; and you will
see this place nomore.’

19 “The LORDhas spoken concerning you,
remnant of Judah, ‘Don’t go into Egypt!’
Know certainly that I have testified to you
today.

20 For you have dealt deceitfully against
yourownsouls; foryousentme to theLORD
your God, saying, ‘Pray for us to the LORD
our God; and according to all that the LORD
our God says, so declare to us, and we will
do it.’

21 I have declared it to you today; but you
have not obeyed the LORD your God’s voice
in anything forwhichhehas sentme to you.

22Now therefore know certainly that you
will die by the sword, by the famine, and by
the pestilence in the placewhere youdesire
to go to live.”

43
1 When Jeremiah had finished speaking

to all the people all the words of the LORD
their God, with which the LORD their God
had sent him to them, even all these words,

2 then Azariah the son of Hoshaiah, Jo-
hanan the son of Kareah, and all the proud
men spoke, saying to Jeremiah, “You speak
falsely. The LORD our God has not sent you
to say, ‘You shall not go into Egypt to live
there;’

3but Baruch the son of Neriah has turned
youagainst us, to deliver us into thehandof
theChaldeans, that theymayputus todeath
or carry us away captive to Babylon.”

4 So Johanan the son of Kareah, and all
thecaptainsof the forces, andall thepeople,
didn’t obey the LORD’s voice, to dwell in the
land of Judah.

5 But Johanan the son of Kareah and all
the captains of the forces took all the rem-
nant of Judah, who had returned from all
the nations where they had been driven, to
live in the land of Judah—

6 the men, the women, the children, the
king’s daughters, and every person who
Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard had
left with Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the
son of Shaphan; and Jeremiah the prophet,
and Baruch the son of Neriah.

7 They came into the land of Egypt, for
they didn’t obey the LORD’s voice; and they
came to Tahpanhes.

8Then theLORD’sword came to Jeremiah
in Tahpanhes, saying,

9“Takegreat stones inyourhandandhide
theminmortar in thebrickworkwhich is at
the entry of Pharaoh’s house in Tahpanhes,
in the sight of themen of Judah.

10 Tell them, the LORD of Armies, the
God of Israel, says: ‘Behold, I will send
and takeNebuchadnezzar the king of Baby-
lon, my servant, and will set his throne on
these stones that I have hidden; and he will
spread his royal pavilion over them.

11 He will come, and will strike the land
of Egypt; such as are for death will be put
to death, and such as are for captivity to
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captivity, and such as are for the sword to
the sword.

12 I will kindle a fire in the houses of the
gods of Egypt. Hewill burn them, and carry
them away captive. He will array himself
with the land of Egypt, as a shepherd puts
on his garment; and he will go out from
there in peace.

13 He will also break the pillars of Beth
Shemesh that is in the land of Egypt; and
hewill burn the houses of the gods of Egypt
with fire.’ ”

44
1 The word that came to Jeremiah con-

cerning all the Jewswho lived in the land of
Egypt, who lived at Migdol, and at Tahpan-
hes, and at Memphis, and in the country of
Pathros, saying,

2 “The LORD of Armies, the God of Israel,
says: ‘You have seen all the evil that I have
brought on Jerusalem, and on all the cities
of Judah. Behold, today they are a desola-
tion, and noman dwells in them,

3because of their wickedness which they
have committed to provoke me to anger,
in that they went to burn incense, to serve
other gods that they didn’t know, neither
they, nor you, nor your fathers.

4 However I sent to you all my servants
the prophets, rising up early and sending
them, saying, “Oh, don’t do this abominable
thing that I hate.”

5 But they didn’t listen and didn’t in-
cline their ear. They didn’t turn from
theirwickedness, to stopburning incense to
other gods.

6 Therefore my wrath and my anger was
poured out, and was kindled in the cities of
Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem; and
they are wasted and desolate, as it is today.’

7 “Therefore now the LORD, the God of
Armies, the God of Israel, says: ‘Why do
you commit great evil against your own
souls, to cut off from yourselves man and
woman, infant and nursing child out of the
middle of Judah, to leave yourselves no one
remaining,

8 in that you provoke me to anger with
theworksofyourhands, burning incense to
other gods in the land of Egypt where you
have gone to live, that you may be cut off,
and that youmay be a curse and a reproach
amongst all the nations of the earth?

9 Have you forgotten the wickedness of
your fathers, the wickedness of the kings
of Judah, the wickedness of their wives,
your own wickedness, and the wickedness
of your wives which they committed in
the land of Judah and in the streets of
Jerusalem?

10They are not humbled even to this day,
neither have they feared, nor walked inmy
law, nor inmy statutes, that I set before you
and before your fathers.’

11 “Therefore the LORD of Armies, the
Godof Israel, says: ‘Behold, Iwill setmy face
against you for evil, even to cut offall Judah.

12 I will take the remnant of Judah that
have set their faces to go into the land of
Egypt to live there, and they will all be con-
sumed. They will fall in the land of Egypt.
They will be consumed by the sword and
by the famine. They will die, from the least
even to thegreatest, by the swordandby the
famine. They will be an object of horror, an
astonishment, a curse, and a reproach.

13For Iwill punish thosewho dwell in the
landofEgypt, as Ihavepunished Jerusalem,
by the sword, by the famine, and by the
pestilence;

14 so that none of the remnant of Judah,
who have gone into the land of Egypt to
live there, will escape or be left to return
into the land of Judah, to which they have
a desire to return to dwell there; for no one
will return except those whowill escape.’ ”

15 Then all the men who knew that their
wives burnt incense to other gods, and all
the women who stood by, a great assembly,
even all the people who lived in the land
of Egypt, in Pathros, answered Jeremiah,
saying,

16 “As for the word that you have spoken
to us in the LORD’s name, we will not listen
to you.

17 But we will certainly perform every
word that has gone out of our mouth, to
burn incense to the queen of the sky and
to pour out drink offerings to her, as we
have done, we and our fathers, our kings
and our princes, in the cities of Judah and
in the streets of Jerusalem; for then we had
plenty of food, and were well, and saw no
evil.

18 But since we stopped burning incense
to the queen of the sky, and pouring out
drink offerings to her, we have lacked all
things, and have been consumed by the
sword and by the famine.”

19 The women said, “When we burnt in-
cense to the queen of the sky and poured
out drink offerings to her, did we make her
cakes to worship her, and pour out drink
offerings to her, without our husbands?”

20 Then Jeremiah said to all the people—
to the men and to the women, even to all
the people who had given him an answer,
saying,

21“The incense that youburnt in the cities
of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem,
you and your fathers, your kings and your
princes, and the people of the land, didn’t



Jeremiah 44:22 659 Jeremiah 46:10

the LORD remember them, and didn’t it
come into his mind?

22 Thus the LORD could no longer bear
it, because of the evil of your doings and
because of the abominations which you
have committed. Therefore your land has
become a desolation, an astonishment, and
a curse, without inhabitant, as it is today.

23 Because you have burnt incense and
because you have sinned against the LORD,
and have not obeyed the LORD’s voice, nor
walked in his law, nor in his statutes, nor
in his testimonies; therefore this evil has
happened to you, as it is today.”

24Moreover Jeremiah said to all the peo-
ple, including all the women, “Hear the
LORD’s word, all Judah who are in the land
of Egypt!

25 The LORD of Armies, the God of Israel,
says, ‘You and yourwives have both spoken
with your mouths, and with your hands
have fulfilled it, saying, “Wewill surely per-
formour vows thatwehave vowed, to burn
incense to the queen of the sky, and to pour
out drink offerings to her.”

“ ‘Establish then your vows, and perform
your vows.’

26 “Therefore hear the LORD’s word, all
Judah who dwell in the land of Egypt: ‘Be-
hold, I have sworn by my great name,’ says
the LORD, ‘that my name will no more be
named in the mouth of any man of Judah
in all the land of Egypt, saying, “As the Lord
GOD lives.”

27Behold, I watch over them for evil, and
not for good; and all the men of Judah who
are in the landof Egyptwill be consumedby
the sword and by the famine, until they are
all gone.

28Thosewhoescape theswordwill return
out of the land of Egypt into the land of
Judah few in number. All the remnant of
Judah,whohave gone into the landof Egypt
to live there, will know whose word will
stand, mine or theirs.

29 “ ‘This will be the sign to you,’ says
the LORD, ‘that I will punish you in this
place, that you may know that my words
will surely stand against you for evil.’

30 The LORD says, ‘Behold, I will give
PharaohHophrakingofEgypt into thehand
of his enemies and into the hand of those
who seek his life, just as I gave Zedekiah
king of Judah into the hand of Nebuchad-
nezzar king of Babylon, whowas his enemy
and sought his life.’ ”

45
1 The message that Jeremiah the prophet

spoke to Baruch the son of Neriah, when he
wrote these words in a book at the mouth

of Jeremiah, in the fourth year of Jehoiakim
the son of Josiah, king of Judah, saying,

2“TheLORD, theGodof Israel, says to you,
Baruch:

3 ‘You said, “Woe ismenow! For theLORD
has added sorrow to my pain! I am weary
withmy groaning, and I find no rest.” ’

4 “You shall tell him, the LORD says: ‘Be-
hold, that which I have built, I will break
down, and that which I have planted I will
pluck up; and this in the whole land.

5 Do you seek great things for yourself?
Don’t seek them; for, behold, I will bring
evil on all flesh,’ says the LORD, ‘but I will
let you escape with your life wherever you
go.’ ”

46
1 The LORD’s word which came to

Jeremiah the prophet concerning the
nations.

2 Of Egypt: concerning the army of
PharaohNecoh king of Egypt, whichwas by
the river Euphrates in Carchemish, which
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon struck in
the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of
Josiah, king of Judah.
3 “Prepare the buckler and shield,

and draw near to battle!
4Harness the horses, and get up, you horse-

men,
and stand upwith your helmets.

Polish the spears,
put on the coats of mail.

5Why have I seen it?
They are dismayed and are turned
backward.

Their mighty ones are beaten down,
have fled in haste,
and don’t look back.

Terror is on every side,”
says the LORD.

6 “Don’t let the swift flee away,
nor themighty man escape.

In the north by the river Euphrates
they have stumbled and fallen.

7 “Who is this who rises up like the Nile,
like rivers whose waters surge?

8Egypt rises up like the Nile,
like rivers whose waters surge.

He says, ‘Iwill rise up. Iwill cover the earth.
I will destroy cities and its inhabitants.’

9Go up, you horses!
Rage, you chariots!

Let themighty men go out:
Cush and Put, who handle the shield;
and the Ludim, who handle and bend
the bow.

10For that day is of theLord, GODofArmies,
a day of vengeance,
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that he may avenge himself of his ad-
versaries.

The sword will devour and be satiated,
and will drink its fill of their blood;
for the Lord, GOD† of Armies, has a
sacrifice in the north country by the
river Euphrates.

11 Go up into Gilead, and take balm, virgin
daughter of Egypt.

You usemanymedicines in vain.
There is no healing for you.

12The nations have heard of your shame,
and the earth is full of your cry;
for the mighty man has stumbled
against the mighty,

they both fall together.”
13 The word that the LORD spoke to

Jeremiah the prophet, how that Nebuchad-
nezzar king of Babylon should come and
strike the land of Egypt:
14 “Declare in Egypt,

publish inMigdol,
and publish in Memphis and in Tah-
panhes;

say, ‘Stand up, and prepare,
for the sword has devoured around
you.’

15Why are your strong ones swept away?
They didn’t stand, because the LORD
pushed them.

16Hemademany to stumble.
Yes, they fell on one another.

They said, ‘Arise! Let’s go again to our own
people,

and to the land of our birth,
from the oppressing sword.’

17 They cried there, ‘Pharaoh king of Egypt
is but a noise;

he has let the appointed time pass by.’
18 “As I live,” says the King,

whose name is the LORD of Armies,
“surely like Tabor amongst themountains,

and like Carmel by the sea,
so he will come.

19You daughter who dwells in Egypt,
furnish yourself to go into captivity;

for Memphis will become a desolation,
and will be burnt up,
without inhabitant.

20 “Egypt is a very beautiful heifer;
but destruction out of the north has
come.

It has come.
21 Also her hired men in the middle of her

are like calves of the stall,
for they also are turned back.
They have fled away together.

They didn’t stand,
for the day of their calamity has come
on them,

the time of their visitation.
22 Its soundwill go like the serpent,

for they will march with an army,
and come against her with axes, as
wood cutters.

23 They will cut down her forest,” says the
LORD,

“though it can’t be searched;
because they aremore than the locusts,

and are innumerable.
24 The daughter of Egypt will be disap-

pointed;
she will be delivered into the hand of
the people of the north.”

25 The LORD of Armies, the God of Israel,
says: “Behold, I will punish Amon of No,
and Pharaoh, and Egypt, with her gods and
her kings, even Pharaoh, and those who
trust in him.

26 I will deliver them into the hand of
those who seek their lives, and into the
hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon,
and into the hand of his servants. After-
wards it will be inhabited, as in the days of
old,” says the LORD.
27 “But don’t you be afraid, Jacob my ser-

vant.
Don’t be dismayed, Israel;

for, behold, I will save you from afar,
and your offspring from the land of
their captivity.

Jacob will return,
and will be quiet and at ease.
No one will make him afraid.

28Don’t be afraid, O Jacobmy servant,” says
the LORD,

“for I amwith you;
for I will make a full end of all the
nations where I have driven you,

but I will not make a full end of you,
but I will correct you inmeasure,
and will in no way leave you unpun-
ished.”

47
1The LORD’s word that came to Jeremiah

the prophet concerning the Philistines, be-
fore Pharaoh struck Gaza.

2The LORD says:
“Behold, waters rise up out of the north,

and will become an overflowing
stream,

and will overflow the land and all that is
therein,

the city and those who dwell therein.
Themenwill cry,

† 46:10: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew
,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh).



Jeremiah 47:3 661 Jeremiah 48:18

and all the inhabitants of the land will
wail.

3At the noise of the stamping of the hoofs of
his strong ones,

at the rushing of his chariots,
at the rumbling of his wheels,

the fathers don’t look back for their chil-
dren

because their hands are so feeble,
4 because of the day that comes to destroy

all the Philistines,
to cut off from Tyre and Sidon every
helper who remains;

for the LORDwill destroy the Philistines,
the remnant of the isle of Caphtor.

5Baldness has come on Gaza;
Ashkelon is brought to nothing.

You remnant of their valley,
how long will you cut yourself?

6 “ ‘You sword of the LORD, how long will it
be before you are quiet?

Put yourself back into your scabbard;
rest, and be still.’

7 “How can you be quiet,
since the LORD has given you a com-
mand?

AgainstAshkelon, andagainst the seashore,
there he has appointed it.”

48
1Of Moab. The LORD of Armies, the God

of Israel, says:
“Woe to Nebo!

For it is laid waste.
Kiriathaim is disappointed.

It is taken.
Misgab† is put to shame

and broken down.
2The praise of Moab is nomore.

In Heshbon they have devised evil
against her:

‘Come! Let’s cut her off from being a
nation.’

You also, Madmen, will be brought to si-
lence.

The sword will pursue you.
3The sound of a cry fromHoronaim,

desolation and great destruction!
4Moab is destroyed.

Her little ones have caused a cry to be
heard.

5For they will go up by the ascent of Luhith
with continual weeping.

For at the descent of Horonaim they
have heard the distress of the cry of
destruction.

6Flee! Save your lives!
Be like the juniper bush in the wilder-
ness.

7 For, because you have trusted in your
works and in your treasures,

you also will be taken.
Chemosh will go out into captivity,

his priests and his princes together.
8The destroyer will come on every city,

and no city will escape;
the valley also will perish,

and the plain will be destroyed, as the
LORD has spoken.

9Give wings to Moab,
that shemay fly and get herself away:

and her cities will become a desolation,
without anyone to dwell in them.

10 “Cursed is he who does the work of the
LORD negligently;

and cursed is he who keeps back his
sword from blood.

11 “Moab has been at ease from his youth,
and he has settled on his dregs,

and has not been emptied from vessel to
vessel,

neither has he gone into captivity;
therefore his taste remains in him,

and his scent is not changed.
12 Therefore behold, the days come,” says

the LORD,
“that I will send to him those who pour
off,

and they will pour him off;
and they will empty his vessels,
and break their containers in pieces.

13Moabwill be ashamed of Chemosh,
as the house of Israel was ashamed of
Bethel, their confidence.

14 “How do you say, ‘We aremighty men,
and valiant men for the war’?

15Moab is laid waste,
and they have gone up into his cities,
and his chosen young men have gone
down to the slaughter,”

says the King, whose name is the LORD
of Armies.

16 “The calamity of Moab is near to come,
and his affliction hurries fast.

17 All you who are around him, bemoan
him;

and all you who know his name, say,
‘How the strong staff is broken,

the beautiful rod!’
18 “You daughter who dwells in Dibon,

come down from your glory,
and sit in thirst;

for the destroyer of Moab has come up
against you.

He has destroyed your strongholds.
† 48:1: or, The stronghold
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19 Inhabitant of Aroer, stand by theway and
watch.

Ask him who flees, and her who es-
capes;

say, ‘What has been done?’
20Moab is disappointed;

for it is broken down.
Wail and cry!

Tell it by the Arnon, that Moab is laid
waste.

21 Judgement has come on the plain coun-
try—

on Holon, on Jahzah, onMephaath,
22 on Dibon, on Nebo, on Beth Diblath-
aim,

23 on Kiriathaim, on Beth Gamul, on
BethMeon,

24on Kerioth, on Bozrah,
and on all the cities of the land ofMoab,
far or near.

25The horn of Moab is cut off,
and his arm is broken,” says the LORD.

26 “Make him drunk,
for he magnified himself against the
LORD.

Moabwill wallow in his vomit,
and he also will be in derision.

27For wasn’t Israel a derision to you?
Was he found amongst thieves?

For as often as you speak of him,
you shake your head.

28You inhabitants of Moab, leave the cities,
and dwell in the rock.

Be like the dove that makes her nest
over themouth of the abyss.

29 “We have heard of the pride of Moab.
He is very proud in his loftiness, his
pride,

his arrogance, and the arrogance of his
heart.

30 I know his wrath,” says the LORD, “that it
is nothing;

his boastings have done nothing.
31Therefore I will wail for Moab.

Yes, I will cry out for all Moab.
They will mourn for the men of Kir
Heres.

32Withmore than the weeping of Jazer
I will weep for you, vine of Sibmah.

Your branches passed over the sea.
They reached even to the sea of Jazer.

The destroyer has fallen on your summer
fruits

and on your vintage.
33Gladness and joy is taken away from the

fruitful field
and from the land of Moab.

I have caused wine to cease from the wine
presses.

No one will tread with shouting.

The shouting will be no shouting.
34From the cry of Heshbon even to Elealeh,

even to Jahaz they have uttered their
voice,

from Zoar even to Horonaim, to Eglath
Shelishiyah;

for the waters of Nimrim will also be-
come desolate.

35Moreover I will cause to cease in Moab,”
says the LORD,

“himwho offers in the high place,
and himwhoburns incense to his gods.

36Therefore my heart sounds for Moab like
flutes,

and my heart sounds like flutes for the
men of Kir Heres.

Therefore the abundance that he has
gotten has perished.

37For every head is bald,
and every beard clipped.

There are cuttings on all the hands,
and sackcloth on the waist.

38On all the housetops of Moab,
and in its streets, there is lamentation
everywhere;

for I have broken Moab like a vessel
in which no one delights,” says the
LORD.

39 “How it is broken down!
How they wail!

HowMoabhas turned thebackwith shame!
So will Moab become a derision
anda terror toallwhoarearoundhim.”

40For the LORD says: “Behold, he will fly as
an eagle,

and will spread out his wings against
Moab.

41Kerioth is taken,
and the strongholds are seized.

Theheart of themightymenofMoabat that
day

will be as the heart of a woman in her
pangs.

42Moabwill be destroyed frombeing a peo-
ple,

because he has magnified himself
against the LORD.

43Terror, the pit, and the snare are on you,
inhabitant of Moab,” says the LORD.

44“Hewhoflees from the terrorwill fall into
the pit;

and hewho gets up out of the pitwill be
taken in the snare,

for I will bring on him, even onMoab,
the year of their visitation,” says the
LORD.

45 “Those who fled stand without strength
under the shadow of Heshbon;

for a fire has gone out of Heshbon,
and a flame from themiddle of Sihon,

and has devoured the corner of Moab,
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and the crownof the head of the tumul-
tuous ones.

46Woe to you, OMoab!
The people of Chemosh are undone;

for your sons are taken away captive,
and your daughters into captivity.

47 “Yet Iwill reverse the captivity ofMoab in
the latter days,”

says the LORD.
Thus far is the judgement of Moab.

49
1 Of the children of Ammon. The LORD

says:
“Has Israel no sons?

Has he no heir?
Why then does Malcam possess Gad,

and his people dwell in its cities?
2Therefore behold, the days come,”

says the LORD,
“that I will cause an alarm of war to be

heard against Rabbah of the children
of Ammon,

and it will become a desolate heap,
and her daughters will be burnt with
fire;

then Israel will possess those who pos-
sessed him,”

says the LORD.
3 “Wail, Heshbon, for Ai is laid waste!

Cry, you daughters of Rabbah!
Clothe yourself in sackcloth.

Lament, and run back and forth
amongst the fences;

for Malcamwill go into captivity,
his priests and his princes together.

4Why do you boast in the valleys,
yourflowing valley, backslidingdaugh-
ter?

You trusted in her treasures,
saying, ‘Whowill come tome?’

5Behold, I will bring a terror on you,”
says the Lord, GOD of Armies,

“from all who are around you.
All of youwill bedrivencompletelyout,
and there will be no one to gather to-
gether the fugitives.

6 “But afterward I will reverse the captivity
of the children of Ammon,”

says the LORD.

7Of Edom, the LORD of Armies says:
“Is wisdom nomore in Teman?

Has counsel perished from the pru-
dent?

Has their wisdom vanished?
8Flee! Turn back!

Dwell in the depths, inhabitants of
Dedan;

for I will bring the calamity of Esau on
himwhen I visit him.

9 If grape gatherers came to you,
would they not leave some gleaning
grapes?

If thieves came by night,
wouldn’t they steal until they had
enough?

10But I havemade Esau bare,
I have uncovered his secret places,
and he will not be able to hide himself.

His offspring is destroyed,
with his brothers and his neighbours;
and he is nomore.

11Leave your fatherless children.
I will preserve them alive.
Let your widows trust in me.”

12 For the LORD says: “Behold, they to
whom it didn’t pertain to drink of the cup
will certainly drink; and are you he who
will altogether go unpunished? You won’t
go unpunished, but you will surely drink.

13 For I have sworn by myself,” says the
LORD, “that Bozrah will become an aston-
ishment, a reproach, a waste, and a curse.
All its cities will be perpetual wastes.”
14 I have heard news from the LORD,

and an ambassador is sent amongst the
nations,

saying, “Gather yourselves together!
Come against her!
Rise up to the battle!”

15 “For, behold, I have made you small
amongst the nations,

and despised amongst men.
16As for your terror,

the pride of your heart has deceived
you,

O you who dwell in the clefts of the rock,
who hold the height of the hill,

though you should make your nest as high
as the eagle,

I will bring you down from there,” says
the LORD.

17 “Edomwill become an astonishment.
Everyone who passes by it will be as-
tonished,

and will hiss at all its plagues.
18As in theoverthrowofSodomandGomor-

rah and its neighbour cities,” says the
LORD,

“nomanwill dwell there,
neither will any son of man live
therein.

19 “Behold, he will come up like a lion from
the pride of the Jordan against the
strong habitation;

for I will suddenly make them run
away from it,

and whoever is chosen,
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I will appoint him over it.
For who is like me?

Whowill appoint me a time?
Who is the shepherd who will stand
before me?”

20 Therefore hear the counsel of the LORD,
that he has taken against Edom,

and his purposes that he has purposed
against the inhabitants of Teman:

Surely they will drag them away,
the little ones of the flock.
Surely he will make their habitation
desolate over them.

21 The earth trembles at the noise of their
fall;

there is a cry, the noise which is heard
in the Red Sea.

22 Behold, he will come up and fly as the
eagle,

and spread out his wings against
Bozrah.

The heart of the mighty men of Edom
at that day will be as the heart of a
woman in her pangs.

23Of Damascus:
“Hamath and Arpad are confounded,

for they have heard evil news.
They havemelted away.

There is sorrow on the sea.
It can’t be quiet.

24Damascus has grown feeble,
she turns herself to flee,
and trembling has seized her.

Anguish and sorrows have taken hold of
her,

as of a woman in travail.
25How is the city of praise not forsaken,

the city of my joy?
26 Therefore her young men will fall in her

streets,
and all the men of war will be brought
to silence in that day,”

says the LORD of Armies.
27 “I will kindle a fire in the wall of Damas-

cus,
and it will devour the palaces of Ben
Hadad.”

28 Of Kedar, and of the kingdoms of Ha-
zor, which Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon struck, The LORD says:

“Arise, go up to Kedar,
and destroy the children of the east.

29Theywill take their tents and their flocks.
they will carry away for themselves
their curtains,

all their vessels, and their camels;
and they will cry to them, ‘Terror on
every side!’

30Flee!
Wander far off!

Dwell in the depths, you inhabitants of Ha-
zor,” says the LORD;

“for Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
has taken counsel against you,

and has conceived a purpose against
you.

31Arise! Go up to a nation that is at ease,
that dwells without care,” says the
LORD;

“that has neither gates nor bars,
that dwells alone.

32Their camels will be a booty,
and the multitude of their livestock a
plunder.

Iwill scatter to allwinds thosewhohave the
corners of their beards cut off;

and I will bring their calamity from
every side of them,”

says the LORD.
33Hazor will be a dwelling place of jackals,

a desolation forever.
Nomanwill dwell there,

neither will any son of man live
therein.”

34TheLORD’sword that came to Jeremiah
the prophet concerning Elam, in the begin-
ning of the reign of Zedekiah king of Judah,
saying,

35 “The LORD of Armies says:
‘Behold, I will break the bow of Elam,

the chief of their might.
36 I will bring on Elam the four winds from

the four quarters of the sky,
and will scatter them towards all those
winds.

There will be no nation where the out-
casts of Elamwill not come.

37 I will cause Elam to be dismayed before
their enemies,

and before those who seek their life.
I will bring evil on them, even my fierce

anger,’ says the LORD;
‘and I will send the sword after them,
until I have consumed them.

38 I will set my throne in Elam,
and will destroy from there king and
princes,’ says the LORD.

39 ‘But it will happen in the latter days
that Iwill reverse the captivity of Elam,’
says the LORD.”

50
1The word that the LORD spoke concern-

ing Babylon, concerning the land of the
Chaldeans, by Jeremiah the prophet.
2 “Declare amongst the nations andpublish,

and set up a standard;
publish, and don’t conceal;

say, ‘Babylon has been taken,
Bel is disappointed,
Merodach is dismayed!
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Her images are disappointed.
Her idols are dismayed.’

3 For a nation comes up out of the north
against her,

which will make her land desolate,
and no one will dwell in it.

They have fled.
They are gone,
bothman and animal.

4 “In those days, and in that time,” says the
LORD,

“the children of Israel will come,
they and the children of Judah to-
gether;

they will go on their way weeping,
and will seek the LORD their God.

5 They will enquire concerning Zion with
their faces turned towards it,

saying, ‘Come, and join yourselves to
the LORD in an everlasting covenant

that will not be forgotten.’
6My people have been lost sheep.

Their shepherds have caused them to
go astray.

They have turned them away on themoun-
tains.

They have gone frommountain to hill.
Theyhave forgotten their restingplace.

7All who found them have devoured them.
Their adversaries said, ‘We are not
guilty,

because theyhave sinnedagainst theLORD,
the habitation of righteousness,
even the LORD, the hope of their fa-
thers.’

8 “Flee out of themiddle of Babylon!
Go out of the land of the Chaldeans,
and be as the male goats before the
flocks.

9For, behold, I will stir up
and cause to come up against Babylon
a company of great nations from the
north country;

and they will set themselves in array
against her.

She will be taken from there.
Their arrows will be as of an expert
mighty man.

None of themwill return in vain.
10Chaldea will be a prey.

All who prey on her will be satisfied,”
says the LORD.

11 “Because you are glad,
because you rejoice,

O you who plunder my heritage,
because youarewantonas aheifer that
treads out the grain,

and neigh as strong horses,
12yourmotherwill be utterly disappointed.

She who bore you will be confounded.
Behold, she will be the least of the nations,

a wilderness, a dry land, and a desert.
13Because of the LORD’swrath shewon’t be

inhabited,
but she will be wholly desolate.

Everyone who goes by Babylon will be as-
tonished,

and hiss at all her plagues.
14 Set yourselves in array against Babylon

all around,
all you who bend the bow;
shoot at her.

Spare no arrows,
for she has sinned against the LORD.

15 Shout against her all around.
She has submitted herself.
Her bulwarks have fallen.

Her walls have been thrown down,
for it is the vengeance of the LORD.

Take vengeance on her.
As she has done, do to her.

16Cut off the sower from Babylon,
and him who handles the sickle in the
time of harvest.

For fear of the oppressing sword,
they will each return to their own peo-
ple,

and they will each flee to their own
land.

17 “Israel is a hunted sheep.
The lions have driven him away.

First, the king of Assyria devoured him,
and now at last Nebuchadnezzar king
of Babylon has broken his bones.”

18Therefore the LORD of Armies, the God
of Israel, says:
“Behold, I will punish the king of Babylon

and his land,
as I have punished the king of Assyria.

19 I will bring Israel again to his pasture,
andhewill feed onCarmel andBashan.
His soul will be satisfied on the hills of
Ephraim and in Gilead.

20 In those days, and in that time,” says the
LORD,

“the iniquity of Israelwill be sought for,
and there will be none,

also the sins of Judah,
and they won’t be found;
for I will pardon themwhom I leave as
a remnant.

21 “Go up against the land of Merathaim,
even against it, and against the inhabi-
tants of Pekod.

Kill andutterlydestroyafter them,” says the
LORD,

“and do according to all that I have
commanded you.

22A sound of battle is in the land,
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and of great destruction.
23Howthehammerof thewhole earth is cut

apart and broken!
How Babylon has become a desolation
amongst the nations!

24 I have laid a snare for you,
and you are also taken, Babylon,
and youweren’t aware.

You are found,
and also caught,
because you have fought against the
LORD.

25The LORD has opened his armoury,
and has brought out theweapons of his
indignation;

for the Lord, GOD† of Armies, has
a work to do in the land of the
Chaldeans.

26 Come against her from the farthest bor-
der.

Open her storehouses.
Cast her up as heaps.

Destroy her utterly.
Let nothing of her be left.

27Kill all her bulls.
Let them go down to the slaughter.

Woe to them! For their day has come,
the time of their visitation.

28Listen to thosewho flee and escape out of
the land of Babylon,

to declare in Zion the vengeance of the
LORD our God,

the vengeance of his temple.

29 “Call together the archers against Baby-
lon,

all those who bend the bow.
Encamp against her all around.

Let none of it escape.
Pay her back according to her work.

According to all that she has done, do to
her;

for she has been proud against the LORD,
against the Holy One of Israel.

30 Therefore her young men will fall in her
streets.

All her men of war will be brought to
silence in that day,” says the LORD.

31 “Behold, I am against you, you proud
one,” says the Lord, GOD of Armies;

“for your day has come,
the time that I will visit you.

32The proud one will stumble and fall,
and no one will raise him up.

I will kindle a fire in his cities,
and it will devour all who are around
him.”

33 The LORD of Armies says: “The children
of Israel and the children of Judah
are oppressed together.

All who took them captive hold them
fast.

They refuse to let them go.
34Their Redeemer is strong.

The LORD of Armies is his name.
He will thoroughly plead their cause,

that hemay give rest to the earth,
and disquiet the inhabitants of Baby-
lon.

35 “A sword is on the Chaldeans,” says the
LORD,

“and on the inhabitants of Babylon,
on her princes,
and on her wise men.

36A sword is on the boasters,
and they will become fools.

A sword is on her mighty men,
and they will be dismayed.

37A sword is on their horses,
on their chariots,
and on all the mixed people who are in
themiddle of her;

and they will become as women.
A sword is on her treasures,

and they will be robbed.
38A drought is on her waters,

and they will be dried up;
for it is a land of engraved images,

and they aremad over idols.
39Therefore the wild animals of the desert

with the wolves will dwell there.
The ostriches will dwell therein.

It will be inhabited nomore forever,
neither will it be lived in from genera-
tion to generation.

40 As when God overthrew Sodom and
Gomorrah and its neighbour cities,”
says the LORD,

“so nomanwill dwell there,
neither will any son of man live
therein.

41 “Behold, a people comes from the north.
A great nation and many kings will be
stirredup fromtheuttermostpartsof
the earth.

42They take up bow and spear.
They are cruel, and have nomercy.
Their voice roars like the sea.

They ride on horses,
everyone set in array,
as a man to the battle,
against you, daughter of Babylon.

43 The king of Babylon has heard the news
of them,

and his hands become feeble.
† 50:25: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew
,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh).
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Anguish has taken hold of him,
pains as of a woman in labour.

44Behold, the enemywill comeup like a lion
from the thickets of the Jordan against
the strong habitation;

for I will suddenly make them run
away from it.

Whoever is chosen,
I will appoint him over it,
for who is like me?

Whowill appoint me a time?
Who is the shepherd who can stand
before me?”

45Therefore hear the counsel of the LORD
that he has taken against Babylon;

and his purposes
thathehaspurposedagainst the landof
the Chaldeans:

Surely they will drag them away,
even the little ones of the flock.
Surely he will make their habitation
desolate over them.

46 The earth trembles at the noise of the
taking of Babylon.

The cry is heard amongst the nations.

51
1The LORD says:

“Behold, I will raise up against Babylon,
and against those who dwell in Lebka-
mai, a destroying wind.

2 I will send to Babylon strangers, who will
winnow her.

They will empty her land;
for in the day of trouble they will be
against her all around.

3 Against him who bends, let the archer
bend his bow,

also against himwho lifts himself up in
his coat of mail.

Don’t spare her youngmen!
Utterly destroy all her army!

4They will fall down slain in the land of the
Chaldeans,

and thrust through in her streets.
5For Israel is not forsaken, nor Judah, byhis

God,
by the LORD of Armies;
though their land is full of guilt against
the Holy One of Israel.

6 “Flee out of themiddle of Babylon!
Everyone save his own life!

Don’t be cut off in her iniquity,
for it is the time of the LORD’s
vengeance.

He will give to her a recompense.
7 Babylon has been a golden cup in the

LORD’s hand,
whomade all the earth drunk.

The nations have drunk of her wine;
therefore the nations have gonemad.

8Babylon has suddenly fallen and been de-
stroyed!

Wail for her!
Take balm for her pain.

Perhaps shemay be healed.

9 “Wewould have healed Babylon,
but she is not healed.

Forsake her,
and let’s each go into his own country;

for her judgement reaches to heaven,
and is lifted up even to the skies.

10 ‘The LORD has produced our righteous-
ness.

Come, and let’sdeclare inZion thework
of the LORD our God.’

11 “Make the arrows sharp!
Hold the shields firmly!

The LORD has stirred up the spirit of the
kings of the Medes,

becausehis purpose is against Babylon,
to destroy it;

for it is the vengeance of the LORD,
the vengeance of his temple.

12 Set up a standard against the walls of
Babylon!

Make the watch strong!
Set the watchmen,

and prepare the ambushes;
for the LORD has both purposed and done

that which he spoke concerning the in-
habitants of Babylon.

13 You who dwell on many waters, abun-
dant in treasures,

your end has come, the measure of
your covetousness.

14 The LORD of Armies has sworn by him-
self, saying,

‘Surely I will fill you withmen,
as with locusts,
and they will lift up a shout against
you.’

15 “He hasmade the earth by his power.
He has established the world by his
wisdom.

By his understanding he has stretched
out the heavens.

16When he utters his voice,
there is a roar ofwaters in the heavens,
and he causes the vapours to ascend
from the ends of the earth.

Hemakes lightning for the rain,
and brings the wind out of his trea-
suries.

17 “Everyman has become stupid andwith-
out knowledge.

Every goldsmith is disappointed by his
image,

for his molten images are falsehood,
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and there is no breath in them.
18They are vanity,

a work of delusion.
In the time of their visitation, they will
perish.

19The portion of Jacob is not like these,
for he formed all things,
including the tribe of his inheritance.
The LORD of Armies is his name.

20 “You are my battle axe and weapons of
war.

With you I will break the nations into
pieces.

With you I will destroy kingdoms.
21With you I will break in pieces

the horse and his rider.
22With you I will break in pieces

the chariot and himwho rides therein.
With you I will break in pieces

man andwoman.
With you I will break in pieces

the oldman and the youth.
With you I will break in pieces

the youngman and the virgin.
23With you I will break in pieces

the shepherd and his flock.
With you I will break in pieces

the farmer and his yoke.
With you I will break in pieces

governors and deputies.
24 “I will give to Babylon and to all the

inhabitants of Chaldea all their evil that
they have done in Zion in your sight,” says
the LORD.
25 “Behold, I am against you, destroying

mountain,” says the LORD,
“which destroys all the earth.

I will stretch out my hand on you,
roll you down from the rocks,
and will make you a burnt mountain.

26They won’t take a cornerstone from you,
nor a stone for foundations;
but you will be desolate forever,” says
the LORD.

27 “Set up a standard in the land!
Blow the trumpet amongst the nations!

Prepare the nations against her!
Call together against her the kingdoms
of Ararat, Minni, and Ashkenaz!

Appoint a marshal against her!
Cause the horses to come up as the
swarming locusts!

28Prepare against her the nations,
the kings of the Medes, its governors,
and all its deputies, and all the land
of their dominion!

29The land trembles and is in pain;
for the purposes of the LORD against
Babylon stand,

to make the land of Babylon a desola-
tion, without inhabitant.

30Themightymen of Babylon have stopped
fighting,

they remain in their strongholds.
Their might has failed.

They have become as women.
Her dwelling places are set on fire.

Her bars are broken.
31One runner will run to meet another,

and onemessenger to meet another,
to show theking of Babylon that his city
is taken on every quarter.

32 So the passages are seized.
They have burnt the reeds with fire.
Themen of war are frightened.”

33 For the LORD of Armies, the God of
Israel says:
“The daughter of Babylon is like a threshing

floor at the time when it is trodden.
Yeta littlewhile, and the timeofharvest
comes for her.”

34 “Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon
has devouredme.

He has crushedme.
He has mademe an empty vessel.

He has, like amonster, swallowedme up.
He has filled his mouth with my delica-
cies.

He has cast me out.
35 May the violence done to me and to my

flesh be on Babylon!”
the inhabitant of Zion will say; and,

“May my blood be on the inhabitants of
Chaldea!”

will Jerusalem say.

36Therefore the LORD says:
“Behold, I will plead your cause,

and take vengeance for you.
I will dry up her sea,

andmake her fountain dry.
37Babylon will become heaps,

a dwelling place for jackals,
an astonishment, and a hissing,
without inhabitant.

38They will roar together like young lions.
They will growl as lions’ cubs.

39When they are inflamed, Iwillmake their
feast,

and I will make them drunk,
that theymay rejoice,

and sleep a perpetual sleep,
and not wake up,” says the LORD.

40 “I will bring them down like lambs to the
slaughter,

like rams withmale goats.

41 “How Sheshach is taken!
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How the praise of the whole earth is
seized!

How Babylon has become a desolation
amongst the nations!

42The sea has come up on Babylon.
She is covered with the multitude of its
waves.

43Her cities have become a desolation,
a dry land, and a desert,
a land in which noman dwells.
No son of man passes by it.

44 I will execute judgement on Bel in Baby-
lon,

and I will bring out of his mouth that
which he has swallowed up.

The nations will not flow anymore to him.
Yes, the wall of Babylon will fall.

45 “My people, go away from the middle of
her,

and each of you save yourselves from
the LORD’s fierce anger.

46Don’t let your heart faint.
Don’t fear for the news that will be
heard in the land.

For news will come one year,
andafter that inanother yearnewswill
come,

and violence in the land,
ruler against ruler.

47 Therefore behold, the days come that I
will execute judgement on the en-
graved images of Babylon;

andherwhole landwill beconfounded.
All her slain will fall in the middle of
her.

48Then the heavens and the earth,
and all that is therein,

will sing for joy over Babylon;
for thedestroyerswill come toher from
the north,” says the LORD.

49 “As Babylon has caused the slain of Israel
to fall,

so the slain of all the land will fall at
Babylon.

50Youwho have escaped the sword, go!
Don’t stand still!

Remember the LORD from afar,
and let Jerusalem come into your
mind.”

51 “We are confounded
because we have heard reproach.

Confusion has covered our faces,
for strangers have come into the sanc-
tuaries of the LORD’s house.”

52 “Therefore behold, the days come,” says
the LORD,

“that I will execute judgement on her
engraved images;

and through all her land the wounded
will groan.

53 Though Babylon should mount up to the
sky,

and though she should fortify the
height of her strength,

yet destroyers will come to her from
me,” says the LORD.

54 “The sound of a cry comes from Babylon,
and of great destruction from the land
of the Chaldeans!

55For the LORD lays Babylon waste,
and destroys out of her the great voice!

Their waves roar like manywaters.
The noise of their voice is uttered.

56For the destroyer has come on her,
even on Babylon.

Her mighty men are taken.
Their bows are broken in pieces,

for the LORD is a God of retribution.
He will surely repay.

57 I will make her princes, her wise men,
her governors, her deputies, and her
mighty men drunk.

They will sleep a perpetual sleep,
and not wake up,”
says the King, whose name is the LORD
of Armies.

58The LORD of Armies says:
“The wide walls of Babylon will be utterly

overthrown.
Her high gates will be burnt with fire.

The peoples will labour for vanity,
and the nations for the fire;
and they will be weary.”

59 The word which Jeremiah the prophet
commanded Seraiah the son of Neriah,
the son of Mahseiah, when he went with
Zedekiah thekingof Judah toBabylon in the
fourth year of his reign. Now Seraiah was
chief quartermaster.

60 Jeremiah wrote in a book all the evil
that should comeonBabylon, even all these
words that arewritten concerningBabylon.

61 Jeremiah said to Seraiah, “When you
come to Babylon, then see that you read all
these words,

62 and say, ‘LORD, you have spoken con-
cerning this place, to cut it off, that no one
will dwell in it, neithermannor animal, but
that it will be desolate forever.’

63 It will be, when youhave finished read-
ing this book, that you shall bind a stone
to it, and cast it into the middle of the Eu-
phrates.

64 Then you shall say, ‘Thus will Babylon
sink, and will not rise again because of the
evil that Iwill bring on her; and theywill be
weary.’ ”
Thus far are the words of Jeremiah.
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52
1 Zedekiah was twenty-one years old

when he began to reign. He reigned eleven
years in Jerusalem. His mother’s namewas
Hamutal the daughter of Jeremiah of Lib-
nah.

2Hedid thatwhichwas evil in the LORD’s
sight, according to all that Jehoiakim had
done.

3 For through the LORD’s anger this hap-
pened in Jerusalem and Judah, until he had
cast them out from his presence.
Zedekiah rebelled against the king of

Babylon.
4 In the ninth year of his reign, in the

tenth month, in the tenth day of the month,
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came, he
and all his army, against Jerusalem, and
encamped against it; and they built forts
against it round about.

5 So the city was besieged to the eleventh
year of King Zedekiah.

6 In the fourth month, in the ninth day
of the month, the famine was severe in the
city, so that there was no bread for the
people of the land.

7 Then a breach was made in the city,
and all the men of war fled, and went out
of the city by night by the way of the gate
between the two walls, which was by the
king’s garden. Now the Chaldeans were
against the city all around. The men of war
went towards the Arabah,

8 but the army of the Chaldeans pursued
the king, and overtook Zedekiah in the
plains of Jericho; and all his army was scat-
tered from him.

9 Then they took the king, and carried
him up to the king of Babylon to Riblah in
the land of Hamath; and he pronounced
judgement on him.

10 The king of Babylon killed the sons of
Zedekiah before his eyes. He also killed all
the princes of Judah in Riblah.

11 He put out the eyes of Zedekiah; and
the king of Babylon bound him in fetters,
and carried him to Babylon, and put him in
prison until the day of his death.

12 Now in the fifth month, in the tenth
dayof themonth,whichwas thenineteenth
year of KingNebuchadnezzar, king of Baby-
lon, Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard,
who stood before the king of Babylon, came
into Jerusalem.

13 He burnt the LORD’s house, and
the king’s house; and all the houses of
Jerusalem, even every great house, he
burnt with fire.

14 All the army of the Chaldeans, who
were with the captain of the guard, broke
down all the walls of Jerusalem all around.

15 Then Nebuzaradan the captain of the
guard carried away captive of the poorest
of the people, and the rest of the people
whowere left in the city, and those who fell
away, who defected to the king of Babylon,
and the rest of themultitude.

16 But Nebuzaradan the captain of the
guard left of the poorest of the land to be
vineyard keepers and farmers.

17 The Chaldeans broke the pillars of
bronze that were in the LORD’s house and
the bases and the bronze sea that were in
the LORD’s house in pieces, and carried all
of their bronze to Babylon.

18They also took away the pots, the shov-
els, the snuffers, the basins, the spoons, and
all the vessels of bronze with which they
ministered.

19The captain of the guard took away the
cups, the fire pans, the basins, the pots, the
lampstands, the spoons, and thebowls; that
which was of gold, as gold, and that which
was of silver, as silver.

20 They took the two pillars, the one sea,
and the twelve bronze bulls that were un-
der the bases, which King Solomon had
made for the LORD’s house. The bronze of
all these vessels was without weight.

21As for the pillars, the height of the one
pillar was eighteen cubits;† and a line of
twelve cubits encircled it; and its thickness
was four fingers. It was hollow.

22 A capital of bronze was on it; and
the height of the one capital was five
cubits,‡ with network and pomegranates
on the capital all around, all of bronze.
The second pillar also had the same, with
pomegranates.

23 There were ninety-six pomegranates
on the sides; all the pomegranateswere one
hundred on the network all around.

24 The captain of the guard took Seraiah
the chief priest, and Zephaniah the second
priest, and the three keepers of the thresh-
old,

25 and out of the city he took an officer
whowas set over themenofwar; and seven
men of those who saw the king’s face, who
were found in the city; and the scribe of
the captain of the army, who mustered the
people of the land; and sixty men of the
people of the land, who were found in the
middle of the city.

† 52:21: A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimetres. ‡ 52:22: A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18
inches or 46 centimetres.
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26Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard
took them, and brought them to the king of
Babylon to Riblah.

27 The king of Babylon struck them, and
put them to death at Riblah in the land of
Hamath.
So Judah was carried away captive out of

his land.
28This is the number of the people whom

Nebuchadnezzar carried away captive:
in the seventh year, three thousand and
twenty-three Jews;
29 in the eighteenth year of Nebuchad-
nezzar, he carried away captive from
Jerusalem eight hundred and thirty-two
persons;
30 in the twenty-third year ofNebuchadnez-
zar, Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard
carried away captive of the Jews sevenhun-
dred and forty-five people.
All thepeoplenumbered four thousandand
six hundred.

31 In the thirty-seventh year of the cap-
tivity of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the
twelfthmonth, in the twenty-fifthdayof the
month, Evilmerodach king of Babylon, in
the first year of his reign, lifted up the head
of Jehoiachin king of Judah, and released
him from prison.

32 He spoke kindly to him, and set his
throne above the throne of the kings who
were with him in Babylon,

33 and changed his prison garments. Je-
hoiachin ate bread before him continually
all the days of his life.

34 For his allowance, there was a con-
tinual allowance given him by the king of
Babylon, every day a portion until the day
of his death, all the days of his life.
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The
Lamentations
of Jeremiah

1How the city sits solitary,
that was full of people!

She has become as a widow,
whowas great amongst the nations!

She who was a princess amongst the
provinces

has become a slave!

2 She weeps bitterly in the night.
Her tears are on her cheeks.

Amongst all her lovers
she has no one to comfort her.

All her friends have dealt treacherously
with her.

They have become her enemies.

3 Judah has gone into captivity because of
affliction

and because of great servitude.
She dwells amongst the nations.

She finds no rest.
All her persecutors overtook her in her
distress.

4The roads to Zionmourn,
because no one comes to the solemn
assembly.

All her gates are desolate.
Her priests sigh.

Her virgins are afflicted,
and she herself is in bitterness.

5Her adversaries have become the head.
Her enemies prosper;

for the LORD† has afflicted her for the mul-
titude of her transgressions.

Her young childrenhave gone into cap-
tivity before the adversary.

6All majesty has departed from the daugh-
ter of Zion.

Her princes have become like deer that
find no pasture.

They have gone without strength be-
fore the pursuer.

7 Jerusalem remembers in the days of her
affliction and of her miseries

all her pleasant things that were from
the days of old;

when her people fell into the hand of the
adversary,

and no one helped her.
The adversaries saw her.

Theymocked at her desolations.

8 Jerusalem has grievously sinned.
Therefore she has become unclean.

All who honoured her despise her,
because they have seen her nakedness.
Yes, she sighs and turns backward.

9Her filthiness was in her skirts.
She didn’t remember her latter end.

Therefore she has come down astound-
ingly.

She has no comforter.
“See, LORD, my affliction;

for the enemy hasmagnified himself.”
10The adversaryhas spreadout his handon

all her pleasant things;
for she has seen that the nations have
entered into her sanctuary,

concerning whom you commanded
that they should not enter into your
assembly.

11All her people sigh.
They seek bread.
They have given their pleasant things
for food to refresh their soul.

“Look, LORD, and see,
for I have become despised.”

12 “Is it nothing to you, all you who pass by?
Look, and see if there is any sorrow like
my sorrow,

which is brought onme,
with which the LORD has afflicted me
in the day of his fierce anger.

13 “From on high has he sent fire into my
bones,

and it prevails against them.
He has spread a net for my feet.

He has turnedme back.
He hasmademe desolate and I faint all
day long.

14 “The yoke of my transgressions is bound
by his hand.

They are knit together.
They have come up onmy neck.
Hemademy strength fail.

The Lord‡ has delivered me into their
hands,

against whom I am not able to stand.

15“TheLordhas set atnothingallmymighty
menwithinme.

He has called a solemn assembly
against me to crushmy youngmen.

† 1:5: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew
,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). ‡ 1:14: The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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The Lord has trodden the virgin daugh-
ter of Judah as in a wine press.

16 “For these things I weep.
My eye, my eye runs downwith water,
because the comforter who should re-
freshmy soul is far fromme.

My children are desolate,
because the enemy has prevailed.”

17Zion spreads out her hands.
There is no one to comfort her.

The LORD has commanded concerning Ja-
cob,

that those who are around him should
be his adversaries.

Jerusalem is amongst them as an un-
clean thing.

18 “The LORD is righteous,
for I have rebelled against his com-
mandment.

Please hear all you peoples,
and seemy sorrow.
My virgins and my young men have
gone into captivity.

19 “I called for my lovers,
but they deceivedme.

My priests and my elders gave up the spirit
in the city,

while they sought food for themselves
to refresh their souls.

20 “Look, LORD; for I am in distress.
My heart is troubled.

My heart turns over withinme,
for I have grievously rebelled.

Abroad, the sword bereaves.
At home, it is like death.

21 “They have heard that I sigh.
There is no one to comfort me.

All my enemies have heard of my trouble.
They are glad that you have done it.

You will bring the day that you have pro-
claimed,

and they will be like me.

22 “Let all their wickedness come before
you.

Do to them as you have done to me for
all my transgressions.

For my sighs are many,
andmy heart is faint.

2
1How has the Lord covered the daughter

of Zion with a cloud in his anger!
He has cast the beauty of Israel down
from heaven to the earth,

andhasn’t rememberedhis footstool in
the day of his anger.

2 The Lord has swallowed up all the
dwellings of Jacob

without pity.
He has thrown down in his wrath the

strongholds of the daughter of Judah.
He has brought them down to the
ground.

He has profaned the kingdom and its
princes.

3Hehas cut offall thehornof Israel infierce
anger.

He has drawn back his right hand from
before the enemy.

He has burnt up Jacob like a flaming fire,
which devours all around.

4He has bent his bow like an enemy.
He has stood with his right hand as an
adversary.

He has killed all that were pleasant to the
eye.

In the tent of the daughter of Zion, he
has poured out his wrath like fire.

5The Lord has become as an enemy.
He has swallowed up Israel.

He has swallowed up all her palaces.
He has destroyed his strongholds.
He has multiplied mourning and
lamentation in the daughter of
Judah.

6He has violently taken away his taberna-
cle,

as if it were a garden.
He has destroyed his place of assembly.

The LORDhas caused solemn assembly
and Sabbath to be forgotten in Zion.

In the indignation of his anger, he has
despised the king and the priest.

7The Lord has cast off his altar.
He has abhorred his sanctuary.

He has given the walls of her palaces into
the hand of the enemy.

They have made a noise in the LORD’s
house,

as in the day of a solemn assembly.

8TheLORDhaspurposed todestroy thewall
of the daughter of Zion.

He has stretched out the line.
He has not withdrawn his hand from
destroying;

He has made the rampart and wall lament.
They languish together.

9Her gates have sunk into the ground.
He has destroyed and broken her bars.

Her king and her princes are amongst the
nations where the law is not.
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Yes, her prophets find no vision from
the LORD.

10 The elders of the daughter of Zion sit on
the ground.

They keep silence.
They have cast up dust on their heads.

They have clothed themselves with
sackcloth.

The virgins of Jerusalem hang down
their heads to the ground.

11My eyes fail with tears.
My heart is troubled.

My bile is poured on the earth,
because of the destruction of the
daughter of my people,

because the young children and the in-
fants swoon in the streets of the city.

12They ask their mothers,
“Where is grain and wine?”
when they swoon as the wounded in
the streets of the city,

when their soul is poured out into their
mothers’ bosom.

13What shall I testify to you?
What shall I liken to you, daughter of
Jerusalem?

What shall I compare to you,
that Imaycomfort you, virgindaughter
of Zion?

For your breach is as big as the sea.
Who can heal you?

14Your prophets have seen false and foolish
visions for you.

They have not uncovered your iniq-
uity,

to reverse your captivity,
but have seen for you false revelations
and causes of banishment.

15All that pass by clap their hands at you.
They hiss and wag their head at the
daughter of Jerusalem, saying,

“Is this the city that men called ‘The perfec-
tion of beauty,

the joy of the whole earth’?”
16 All your enemies have opened their

mouth wide against you.
They hiss and gnash their teeth.
They say, “We have swallowed her up.

Certainly this is the day that we looked for.
We have found it.
We have seen it.”

17 The LORD has done that which he
planned.

He has fulfilled his word that he com-
manded in the days of old.

He has thrown down,
and has not pitied.

He has caused the enemy to rejoice over
you.

He has exalted the horn of your adver-
saries.

18Their heart cried to the Lord.
O wall of the daughter of Zion,
let tears run down like a river day and
night.

Give yourself no relief.
Don’t let your eyes rest.

19Arise, cry out in the night,
at the beginning of the watches!

Pour out your heart like water before the
face of the Lord.

Lift up your hands towards him for the
life of your young children,

who faint for hunger at the head of
every street.

20 “Look, LORD, and see to whom you have
done thus!

Should the women eat their offspring,
the children that they held and
bounced on their knees?

Should the priest and the prophet be
killed in the sanctuary of the Lord?

21 “The youth and the old man lie on the
ground in the streets.

My virgins and my young men have
fallen by the sword.

You have killed them in the day of your
anger.

You have slaughtered, and not pitied.

22“Youhave called, as in the day of a solemn
assembly, my terrors on every side.

There was no one that escaped or re-
mained in the day of the LORD’s
anger.

My enemyhas consumed thosewhom I
have cared for and brought up.

3
1 I am themanwho has seen affliction

by the rod of his wrath.
2 He has led me and caused me to walk in

darkness,
and not in light.

3 Surely he turns his hand against me
again and again all day long.

4He hasmademy flesh andmy skin old.
He has brokenmy bones.

5He has built against me,
and surrounded me with bitterness
and hardship.

6He hasmademe dwell in dark places,
as those who have been long dead.
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7He has walled me about, so that I can’t go
out.

He has mademy chain heavy.
8Yes, when I cry, and call for help,

he shuts out my prayer.
9He has walled upmyways with cut stone.

He has mademy paths crooked.

10He is to me as a bear lying in wait,
as a lion in hiding.

11He has turned awaymy path,
and pulledme in pieces.
He has mademe desolate.

12He has bent his bow,
and set me as amark for the arrow.

13He has caused the shafts of his quiver to
enter into my kidneys.

14 I have become a derision to all my
people,

and their song all day long.
15He has filledmewith bitterness.

He has stuffedmewith wormwood.

16He has also brokenmy teeth with gravel.
He has coveredmewith ashes.

17Youhave removedmy soul far away from
peace.

I forgot prosperity.
18 I said, “My strength has perished,

along with my expectation from the
LORD.”

19Remembermy affliction andmymisery,
the wormwood and the bitterness.

20My soul still remembers them,
and is bowed downwithinme.

21This I recall to mymind;
therefore I have hope.

22 It is because of the LORD’s loving kind-
nesses that we are not consumed,

because his mercies don’t fail.
23They are new everymorning.

Great is your faithfulness.
24 “The LORD is my portion,” says my soul.

“Therefore I will hope in him.”
25 The LORD is good to those who wait for

him,
to the soul who seeks him.

26 It is good that a man should hope
and quietlywait for the salvation of the
LORD.

27 It is good for a man that he bear the
yoke in his youth.

28Let him sit alone and keep silence,
because he has laid it on him.

29Let him put his mouth in the dust,
if it is so that there may be hope.

30Let him give his cheek to himwho strikes
him.

Let him be filled full of reproach.
31For the Lord will not cast off forever.

32For though he causes grief,
yet he will have compassion according
to the multitude of his loving kind-
nesses.

33For he does not afflict willingly,
nor grieve the children of men.

34 To crush under foot all the prisoners of
the earth,

35 to turnaway therightofamanbefore
the face of the Most High,

36 to subvert a man in his cause, the
Lord doesn’t approve.

37Who is he who says, and it comes to pass,
when the Lord doesn’t command it?

38 Doesn’t evil and good come out of the
mouth of the Most High?

39Why should a livingman complain,
a man for the punishment of his sins?

40Let us search and try our ways,
and turn again to the LORD.

41 Let’s lift up our heart with our hands to
God† in the heavens.

42 “We have transgressed and have re-
belled.

You have not pardoned.
43 “You have covered us with anger and

pursued us.
You have killed.
You have not pitied.

44You have covered yourself with a cloud,
so that no prayer can pass through.

45 You have made us an off-scouring and
refuse

in themiddle of the peoples.
46 “All our enemies have opened their

mouth wide against us.
47Terror and the pit have come on us,
devastation and destruction.”

48My eye runs downwith streams of water,
for the destruction of the daughter of
my people.

49My eye pours down
and doesn’t cease,
without any intermission,

50until the LORD looks down,
and sees from heaven.

51My eye affects my soul,
because of all the daughters of my city.

52 They have chased me relentlessly like a
bird,

† 3:41: The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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those who are my enemies without
cause.

53They have cut offmy life in the dungeon,
and have cast a stone onme.

54Waters flowed over my head.
I said, “I am cut off.”

55 I called on your name, LORD,
out of the lowest dungeon.

56You heardmy voice:
“Don’t hide your ear frommy sighing,
andmy cry.”

57You came near in the day that I called on
you.

You said, “Don’t be afraid.”
58 Lord, you have pleaded the causes of my

soul.
You have redeemedmy life.

59LORD, you have seenmywrong.
Judgemy cause.

60You have seen all their vengeance
and all their plans against me.

61You have heard their reproach, LORD,
and all their plans against me,

62 the lips of those that rose up against me,
and their plots against me all day long.

63You see their sitting downand their rising
up.

I am their song.

64Youwill pay them back, LORD,
according to the work of their hands.

65Youwill give them hardness of heart,
your curse to them.

66Youwill pursue them in anger,
anddestroy them fromunder the heav-
ens of the LORD.

4
1How the gold has become dim!

Themost pure gold has changed!
The stones of the sanctuary are poured out

at the head of every street.

2The precious sons of Zion,
comparable to fine gold,

how they are esteemed as earthen pitchers,
the work of the hands of the potter!

3Even the jackals offer their breast.
They nurse their young ones.

But the daughter of my people has become
cruel,

like the ostriches in the wilderness.

4 The tongue of the nursing child clings to
the roof of his mouth for thirst.

The young children ask for bread,
and no one breaks it for them.

5 Those who ate delicacies are desolate in
the streets.

Those who were brought up in purple
embrace dunghills.

6For the iniquity of the daughter ofmy peo-
ple is greater than the sin of Sodom,

whichwasoverthrownas in amoment.
No hands were laid on her.

7Her nobles were purer than snow.
They were whiter thanmilk.

Theyweremore ruddy in body than rubies.
Their polishing was like sapphire.

8Their appearance is blacker than a coal.
They are not known in the streets.

Their skin clings to their bones.
It is withered.
It has become like wood.

9 Those who are killed with the sword are
better than thosewho are killedwith
hunger;

for these pine away, stricken through,
for lack of the fruits of the field.

10 The hands of the pitiful women have
boiled their own children.

Theywere their food in the destruction
of the daughter of my people.

11The LORD has accomplished his wrath.
He has poured out his fierce anger.

He has kindled a fire in Zion,
which has devoured its foundations.

12The kings of the earth didn’t believe,
neither did all the inhabitants of the
world,

that the adversary and the enemy
would enter into the gates of
Jerusalem.

13 It is because of the sins of her prophets
and the iniquities of her priests,
that have shed the blood of the just in
themiddle of her.

14They wander as blindmen in the streets.
They are polluted with blood,
So thatmen can’t touch their garments.

15 “Go away!” they cried to them.
“Unclean! Go away! Go away! Don’t
touch!

When they fled away and wandered, men
said amongst the nations,

“They can’t live here anymore.”
16The LORD’s anger has scattered them.

He will not pay attention to them any
more.
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They didn’t respect the persons of the
priests.

They didn’t favour the elders.
17Our eyes still fail,

looking in vain for our help.
In our watchingwe havewatched for a
nation that could not save.

18They hunt our steps,
so that we can’t go in our streets.

Our end is near.
Our days are fulfilled,
for our end has come.

19 Our pursuers were swifter than the ea-
gles of the sky.

They chased us on themountains.
They set an ambush for us in the
wilderness.

20The breath of our nostrils,
the anointed of the LORD,
was taken in their pits;

of whomwe said,
under his shadowwewill live amongst
the nations.

21Rejoice and be glad, daughter of Edom,
who dwells in the land of Uz.

The cup will pass through to you also.
You will be drunken,
and will make yourself naked.

22 The punishment of your iniquity is ac-
complished, daughter of Zion.

He will no more carry you away into
captivity.

He will visit your iniquity, daughter of
Edom.

He will uncover your sins.

5
1Remember, LORD, what has come on us.

Look, and see our reproach.
2 Our inheritance has been turned over to

strangers,
our houses to aliens.

3We are orphans and fatherless.
Ourmothers are as widows.

4Wemust pay for water to drink.
Our wood is sold to us.

5Our pursuers are on our necks.
We are weary, and have no rest.

6Wehave given our hands to the Egyptians,
and to the Assyrians, to be satisfied
with bread.

7Our fathers sinned, and are nomore.
We have borne their iniquities.

8 Servants rule over us.
There is no one to deliver us out of their
hand.

9We get our bread at the peril of our lives,

because of the sword in thewilderness.
10Our skin is black like an oven,

because of the burning heat of famine.
11They ravished the women in Zion,

the virgins in the cities of Judah.
12Princes were hanged up by their hands.

The faces of elders were not honoured.
13The youngmen carrymillstones.

The children stumbled under loads of
wood.

14The elders have ceased from the gate,
and the youngmen from their music.

15The joy of our heart has ceased.
Our dance is turned into mourning.

16The crown has fallen from our head.
Woe to us, for we have sinned!

17For this our heart is faint.
For these things our eyes are dim:

18 for the mountain of Zion, which is deso-
late.

The foxes walk on it.
19You, LORD, remain forever.

Your throne is from generation to gen-
eration.

20Why do you forget us forever,
and forsake us for so long a time?

21Turn us to yourself, LORD, andwewill be
turned.

Renew our days as of old.
22But you have utterly rejected us.

You are very angry against us.



Ezekiel 1:1 678 Ezekiel 1:28

The Book of
Ezekiel

1 Now in the thirtieth year, in the fourth
month, in thefifthdayof themonth, as Iwas
amongst the captives by the river Chebar,
the heavenswere opened, and I sawvisions
of God.†

2 In the fifth of the month, which was the
fifth year of King Jehoiachin’s captivity,

3 the LORD’s‡ word came to Ezekiel the
priest, the son of Buzi, in the land of the
Chaldeans by the river Chebar; and the
LORD’s handwas there on him.

4 I looked, and behold,§ a stormy wind
came out of the north: a great cloud, with
flashing lightning, and a brightness around
it, and out of the middle of it as it were
glowingmetal, out of themiddle of the fire.

5 Out of its centre came the likeness of
four living creatures. This was their ap-
pearance: They had the likeness of a man.

6 Everyone had four faces, and each one
of them had four wings.

7Their feet were straight feet. The sole of
their feet was like the sole of a calf’s foot;
and they sparkled like burnished bronze.

8Theyhad thehandsof amanunder their
wings on their four sides. The four of them
had their faces and their wings like this:

9Their wings were joined to one another.
They didn’t turn when they went. Each one
went straight forward.

10 As for the likeness of their faces, they
had the face of a man. The four of them
had the face of a lion on the right side. The
four of themhad the face of an ox on the left
side. The four of them also had the face of
an eagle.

11 Such were their faces. Their wings
were spread out above. Two wings of each
one touched another, and two covered their
bodies.

12 Each one went straight forward.
Where the spirit was to go, they went. They
didn’t turn when they went.

13 As for the likeness of the living crea-
tures, their appearance was like burning
coals of fire, like the appearance of torches.
The fire went up and down amongst the
living creatures. The fire was bright, and
lightning went out of the fire.

14 The living creatures ran and returned
as the appearance of a flash of lightning.

15 Now as I saw the living creatures, be-
hold, there was one wheel on the earth

beside the living creatures, for each of the
four faces of it.

16The appearance of thewheels and their
workwas like a beryl. The four of themhad
one likeness. Their appearance and their
workwas as itwere awheelwithin awheel.

17 When they went, they went in their
four directions. They didn’t turnwhen they
went.

18 As for their rims, they were high and
dreadful; and the four of them had their
rims full of eyes all around.

19 When the living creatures went, the
wheels went beside them. When the living
creatures were lifted up from the earth, the
wheels were lifted up.

20 Wherever the spirit was to go, they
went. The spiritwas to go there. Thewheels
were lifted up beside them; for the spirit of
the living creature was in the wheels.

21 When those went, these went. When
those stood, these stood. When those were
lifted up from the earth, the wheels were
lifted up beside them; for the spirit of the
living creature was in the wheels.

22 Over the head of the living creature
there was the likeness of an expanse, like
an awesome crystal to look at, stretched out
over their heads above.

23 Under the expanse, their wings were
straight, one towards the other. Each one
had two which covered on this side, and
each one had twowhich covered their bod-
ies on that side.

24 When they went, I heard the noise of
their wings like the noise of great waters,
like the voice of the Almighty, a noise of
tumult like the noise of an army. When they
stood, they let down their wings.

25 There was a voice above the expanse
thatwasover theirheads. When they stood,
they let down their wings.

26Above the expanse that was over their
heads was the likeness of a throne, as the
appearance of a sapphire† stone. On the
likeness of the throne was a likeness as the
appearance of a man on it above.

27 I saw as it were glowing metal, as
the appearance of fire within it all around,
from the appearance of his waist and up-
ward; and from the appearance of hiswaist
and downward I saw as it were the ap-
pearance of fire, and there was brightness
around him.

28As the appearance of the rainbow that
is in the cloud in the day of rain, so was the
appearance of the brightness all around.

† 1:1: The Hebrew word rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). ‡ 1:3: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS,

“LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). § 1:4:
“Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection. † 1:26:
or, lapis lazuli
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Thiswas theappearanceof the likenessof
the LORD’s glory. When I saw it, I fell onmy
face, and I heard a voice of one that spoke.

2
1 He said to me, “Son of man, stand on

your feet, and I will speak with you.”
2 The Spirit entered into me when he

spoke to me, and set me on my feet; and I
heard himwho spoke to me.

3He said tome, “Son ofman, I send you to
the children of Israel, to a nation of rebels
who have rebelled against me. They and
their fathers have transgressed against me
even to this very day.

4 The children are impudent and stiff-
hearted. I am sending you to them, and you
shall tell them, ‘This is what the Lord† GOD
says.’

5 They, whether they will hear, or
whether they will refuse—for they are a
rebellious house—yet they will know that
there has been a prophet amongst them.

6You, son ofman, don’t be afraid of them,
neither be afraid of their words, though
briers and thorns are with you, and you
dwell amongst scorpions. Don’t be afraid of
theirwords, nor be dismayed at their looks,
though they are a rebellious house.

7 You shall speak my words to them,
whether theywill hear orwhether theywill
refuse; for they aremost rebellious.

8 But you, son of man, hear what I tell
you. Don’t be rebellious like that rebellious
house. Open your mouth, and eat that
which I give you.”

9 When I looked, behold, a hand was
stretched out to me; and behold, a scroll of
a book was in it.

10 He spread it before me. It was writ-
ten within and without; and lamentations,
mourning, and woe were written in it.

3
1He said tome, “Son ofman, eatwhat you

find. Eat this scroll, and go, speak to the
house of Israel.”

2 So I opened my mouth, and he caused
me to eat the scroll.

3Hesaid tome, “Sonofman, eat this scroll
that I give you and fill your belly and your
bowels with it.”
Then I ate it. It was as sweet as honey in

mymouth.
4 He said to me, “Son of man, go to the

house of Israel, and speak my words to
them.

5 For you are not sent to a people of a
strange speech and of a hard language, but
to the house of Israel—

6not to many peoples of a strange speech
and of a hard language, whose words you
can’t understand. Surely, if I sent you to
them, they would listen to you.

7 But the house of Israel will not listen to
you, for they will not listen to me; for all
the house of Israel are obstinate† and hard-
hearted.

8 Behold, I have made your face hard
against their faces, and your forehead hard
against their foreheads.

9 I have made your forehead as a dia-
mond, harder than flint. Don’t be afraid of
them, neither be dismayed at their looks,
though they are a rebellious house.”

10Moreover he said to me, “Son of man,
receive in your heart and hear with your
ears all mywords that I speak to you.

11Go to them of the captivity, to the chil-
drenof yourpeople, and speak to them, and
tell them, ‘This is what the Lord GOD says,’
whether they will hear, or whether they
will refuse.”

12Then theSpirit liftedmeup, and Iheard
behind me the voice of a great rushing,
saying, “Blessed be the LORD’s glory from
his place.”

13 I heard the noise of thewings of the liv-
ing creatures as they touched one another,
and the noise of the wheels beside them,
even the noise of a great rushing.

14 So the Spirit lifted me up, and took me
away; and Iwent inbitterness, in theheat of
my spirit; and the LORD’s hand was strong
onme.

15 Then I came to them of the captivity
at Tel Aviv who lived by the river Chebar,
and to where they lived; and I sat there
overwhelmed amongst them seven days.

16 At the end of seven days, the LORD’s
word came tome, saying,

17 “Son of man, I have made you a watch-
man to the house of Israel. Therefore hear
the word from my mouth, and warn them
fromme.

18When I tell the wicked, ‘You will surely
die;’ and you give him no warning, nor
speak to warn the wicked from his wicked
way, to save his life, that wicked man will
die in his iniquity; but I will require his
blood at your hand.

19 Yet if you warn the wicked, and he
doesn’t turn from his wickedness, nor from
his wicked way, he will die in his iniquity;
but you have delivered your soul.”

20 “Again, when a righteous man turns
from his righteousness and commits iniq-
uity, and I lay a stumbling block before him,
he will die. Because you have not given
him warning, he will die in his sin, and his

† 2:4: The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” † 3:7: Literally, have a hard forehead
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righteous deeds which he has done will not
be remembered; but Iwill require his blood
at your hand.

21Nevertheless if you warn the righteous
man, that the righteous not sin, and he
does not sin, he will surely live, because he
tookwarning; and you have delivered your
soul.”

22The LORD’s handwas there onme; and
he said to me, “Arise, go out into the plain,
and I will talk with you there.”

23 Then I arose, and went out into the
plain, and behold, the LORD’s glory stood
there, like the glorywhich I sawby the river
Chebar. Then I fell onmy face.

24Then the Spirit entered intome and set
me on my feet. He spoke with me, and said
tome, “Go, shut yourself inside your house.

25 But you, son of man, behold, they will
put ropes on you, and will bind you with
them, and you will not go out amongst
them.

26 Iwillmake your tongue stick to the roof
of your mouth so that you will be mute and
will not be able to correct them, for they are
a rebellious house.

27 But when I speak with you, I will open
your mouth, and you shall tell them, ‘This
is what the Lord GOD says.’ He who hears,
let him hear; and he who refuses, let him
refuse; for they are a rebellious house.”

4
1 “You also, son ofman, take a tile, and lay

it before yourself, and portray on it a city,
even Jerusalem.

2 Lay siege against it, build forts against
it, and cast up a mound against it. Also set
camps against it and plant battering rams
against it all around.

3 Take for yourself an iron pan and set
it for a wall of iron between you and the
city. Then set your face towards it. It will
be besieged, and you shall lay siege against
it. This shall be a sign to the house of Israel.

4 “Moreover lie on your left side, and lay
the iniquity of the house of Israel on it. Ac-
cording to the number of the days that you
shall lie on it, you shall bear their iniquity.

5 For I have appointed the years of their
iniquity to be to you a number of days, even
threehundredandninetydays. Soyoushall
bear the iniquity of the house of Israel.

6 “Again, when you have accomplished
these, you shall lie on your right side, and
shall bear the iniquityof thehouseof Judah.
I have appointed forty days, each day for a
year, to you.

7You shall set your face towards the siege
of Jerusalem, with your arm uncovered;
and you shall prophesy against it.

8Behold, I put ropes on you, and you shall
not turn yourself fromone side to the other,
until you have accomplished the days of
your siege.

9 “Take for yourself also wheat, barley,
beans, lentils, millet, and spelt, and put
them in one vessel. Make bread of it. Ac-
cording to the number of the days that you
will lie on your side, even three hundred
and ninety days, you shall eat of it.

10 Your food which you shall eat shall be
byweight, twenty shekels† aday. From time
to time you shall eat it.

11 You shall drink water by measure, the
sixth part of a hin.‡ From time to time you
shall drink.

12You shall eat it as barley cakes, and you
shall bake it in their sight with dung that
comes out of man.”

13 The LORD said, “Even thus will the
children of Israel eat their bread unclean,
amongst the nations where I will drive
them.”

14Then I said, “Ah Lord GOD! Behold, my
soul has not been polluted; for from my
youth up even until now I have not eaten
of that which dies of itself, or is torn of
animals. No abominable meat has come
into mymouth!”

15 Then he said to me, “Behold, I have
given you cow’s dung for man’s dung, and
you shall prepare your bread on it.”

16Moreover he said to me, “Son of man,
behold, I will break the staff of bread in
Jerusalem. They will eat bread by weight,
andwith fearfulness. Theywill drinkwater
bymeasure, and in dismay;

17 that they may lack bread and water, be
dismayed one with another, and pine away
in their iniquity.

5
1 “You, son of man, take a sharp sword.

You shall take it as a barber’s razor to your-
self, and shall cause it to pass over your
head and over your beard. Then take bal-
ances to weigh and divide the hair.

2 A third part you shall burn in the fire
in the middle of the city, when the days of
the siege are fulfilled. You shall take a third
part, and strike with the sword around it. A
third part you shall scatter to the wind, and
I will draw out a sword after them.

3 You shall take a small number of these
and bind them in the folds of your robe.

4 Of these again you shall take, and cast
them into the middle of the fire, and burn

† 4:10: A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. ‡ 4:11: A hin is about 6.5 litres or 1.7 gallons.
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them in the fire. From it a firewill come out
into all the house of Israel.

5 “The Lord GOD says: ‘This is Jerusalem.
I have set her in the middle of the nations,
and countries are around her.

6 She has rebelled against my ordinances
in doing wickedness more than the na-
tions, and against my statutes more than
the countries that are around her; for they
have rejectedmy ordinances, and as formy
statutes, they have not walked in them.’

7 “Therefore the Lord GOD says: ‘Because
you are more turbulent than the nations
that are around you, and have not walked
in my statutes, neither have kept my or-
dinances, neither have followed the ordi-
nances of the nations that are around you;

8 therefore the Lord GOD says: ‘Behold, I,
even I, am against you; and I will execute
judgements amongst you in the sight of the
nations.

9 I will do in you that which I have not
done, and which I will not do anything like
it any more, because of all your abomina-
tions.

10 Therefore the fathers will eat the sons
within you, and the sons will eat their fa-
thers. I will execute judgements on you;
and I will scatter the whole remnant of you
to all the winds.

11Therefore as I live,’ says the Lord GOD,
‘surely, because you have defiled my sanc-
tuary with all your detestable things, and
with all your abominations, therefore I will
also diminish you. My eye won’t spare, and
I will have no pity.

12 A third part of you will die with the
pestilence, and they will be consumed with
famine within you. A third part will fall by
the sword around you. A third part I will
scatter to all the winds, and will draw out a
sword after them.

13 “ ‘Thusmy anger will be accomplished,
and I will cause my wrath towards them
to rest, and I will be comforted. They will
know that I, the LORD, have spoken in my
zeal, when I have accomplished my wrath
on them.

14 “ ‘Moreover I will make you a desola-
tion and a reproach amongst the nations
that are around you, in the sight of all that
pass by.

15 So it will be a reproach and a taunt,
an instruction and an astonishment, to the
nations thatarearoundyou,when Iexecute
judgements on you in anger and in wrath,
and in wrathful rebukes—I, the LORD, have
spoken it—

16 when I send on them the evil arrows
of famine that are for destruction, which I
will send to destroy you. I will increase the

famine on you and will break your staff of
bread.

17 I will send on you famine and evil ani-
mals, and they will bereave you. Pestilence
and blood will pass through you. I will
bring the sword on you. I, the LORD, have
spoken it.’ ”

6
1The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
2 “Son of man, set your face towards the

mountains of Israel, and prophesy to them,
3 and say, ‘You mountains of Israel, hear

the word of the Lord GOD! The Lord GOD
says to themountains and to the hills, to the
watercourses and to the valleys: “Behold, I,
even I, will bring a sword on you, and I will
destroy your high places.

4 Your altars will become desolate, and
your incense altars will be broken. I will
cast downyour slainmenbefore your idols.

5 I will lay the dead bodies of the children
of Israel before their idols. I will scatter
your bones around your altars.

6 In all your dwelling places, the cities
will be laid waste and the high places will
be desolate, so that your altars may be laid
waste and made desolate, and your idols
may be broken and cease, and your incense
altars may be cut down, and your works
may be abolished.

7The slain will fall amongst you, and you
will know that I am the LORD.

8 “ ‘ “Yet I will leave a remnant, in that
you will have some that escape the sword
amongst the nations, when you are scat-
tered through the countries.

9Those of you that escapewill remember
me amongst the nations where they are
carried captive, how I have been broken
with their lewd heart, which has departed
from me, and with their eyes, which play
the prostitute after their idols. Then they
will loathe themselves in their ownsight for
the evils which they have committed in all
their abominations.

10 They will know that I am the LORD. I
have not said in vain that I would do this
evil to them.” ’

11 “The Lord GOD says: ‘Strike with your
hand, and stamp with your foot, and say,
“Alas!”, because of all the evil abominations
of thehouseof Israel; for theywill fall by the
sword, by the famine, andby the pestilence.

12 He who is far off will die of the pesti-
lence. Hewho is nearwill fall by the sword.
He who remains and is besieged will die
by the famine. Thus I will accomplish my
wrath on them.

13Youwill know that I am theLORDwhen
their slain men are amongst their idols
around their altars, on every high hill, on
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all the tops of the mountains, under every
green tree, and under every thick oak—the
places where they offered pleasant aroma
to all their idols.

14 I will stretch out my hand on them and
make the land desolate andwaste, from the
wilderness towards Diblah, throughout all
their habitations. Then they will know that
I am the LORD.’ ”

7
1Moreover the LORD’s word came to me,

saying,
2 “You, son of man, the Lord GOD says to

the land of Israel, ‘An end! The end has
come on the four corners of the land.

3Nowtheend isonyou, and Iwill sendmy
anger on you, and will judge you according
to your ways. I will bring on you all your
abominations.

4My eye will not spare you, neither will I
have pity; but Iwill bring yourways on you,
and your abominations will be amongst
you. Then you will know that I am the
LORD.’

5 “The Lord GOD says: ‘A disaster! A
unique disaster! Behold, it comes.

6An end has come. The end has come! It
awakes against you. Behold, it comes.

7 Your doom has come to you, inhabitant
of the land! The time has come! The day
is near, a day of tumult, and not of joyful
shouting, on themountains.

8Now Iwill shortly pour outmywrath on
you, and accomplish my anger against you,
and will judge you according to your ways.
I will bring on you all your abominations.

9My eye won’t spare, neither will I have
pity. I will punish you according to your
ways. Your abominations will be amongst
you. Then you will know that I, the LORD,
strike.

10 “ ‘Behold, the day! Behold, it comes!
Your doom has gone out. The rod has blos-
somed. Pride has budded.

11 Violence has risen up into a rod of
wickedness. None of them will remain,
nor of their multitude, nor of their wealth.
There will be nothing of value amongst
them.

12 The time has come! The day draws
near. Don’t let the buyer rejoice, nor the
seller mourn; for wrath is on all its multi-
tude.

13For the sellerwon’t return to thatwhich
is sold, although they are still alive; for
the vision concerns the whole multitude of
it. None will return. None will strengthen
himself in the iniquity of his life.

14 They have blown the trumpet, and
havemade all ready; but no one goes to the
battle, for mywrath is on all its multitude.

15 “ ‘The sword is outside, and the pesti-
lence and the famine within. He who is in
the field will die by the sword. He who is
in the city will be devoured by famine and
pestilence.

16 But of those who escape, they will es-
cape and will be on the mountains like
doves of the valleys, all of them moaning,
everyone in his iniquity.

17 All hands will be feeble, and all knees
will be weak as water.

18 They will also clothe themselves with
sackcloth, and horror will cover them.
Shame will be on all faces, and baldness on
all their heads.

19Theywill cast their silver in the streets,
and their gold will be as an unclean thing.
Their silver and their gold won’t be able to
deliver themin thedayof theLORD’swrath.
They won’t satisfy their souls or fill their
bellies; because it has been the stumbling
block of their iniquity.

20 As for the beauty of his ornament, he
set it in majesty; but they made the images
of their abominations and their detestable
things therein. Therefore I have made it to
them as an unclean thing.

21 I will give it into the hands of the
strangers for a prey, and to the wicked of
the earth for a plunder; and they will pro-
fane it.

22 I will also turnmy face from them, and
they will profane my secret place. Robbers
will enter into it, and profane it.

23 “ ‘Make chains, for the land is full of
bloody crimes, and the city is full of vio-
lence.

24 Therefore I will bring the worst of the
nations, and they will possess their houses.
I will also make the pride of the strong to
cease. Their holy places will be profaned.

25 Destruction comes! They will seek
peace, and there will be none.

26 Mischief will come on mischief, and
rumour will be on rumour. They will seek
a vision of the prophet; but the law will
perish fromthepriest, andcounsel fromthe
elders.

27 The king will mourn, and the prince
will be clothed with desolation. The hands
of the people of the land will be troubled. I
will do to them after their way, and accord-
ing to their own judgements I will judge
them. Then they will know that I am the
LORD.’ ”

8
1 In the sixth year, in the sixth month, in

the fifth day of the month, as I sat in my
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house, and the elders of Judah sat before
me, the Lord GOD’s hand fell onme there.

2Then I saw, and behold, a likeness as the
appearance of fire—from the appearance
of his waist and downward, fire, and from
his waist and upward, as the appearance of
brightness, as it were glowingmetal.

3 He stretched out the form of a hand,
and took me by a lock of my head; and the
Spirit lifted me up between earth and the
sky, and brought me in the visions of God
to Jerusalem, to the door of the gate of the
inner court that looks towards the north,
where there was the seat of the image of
jealousy, which provokes to jealousy.

4Behold, the glory of theGodof Israelwas
there, according to the appearance that I
saw in the plain.

5 Then he said to me, “Son of man, lift up
your eyes now the way towards the north.”
So I lifted upmyeyes theway towards the

north, and saw, northwardof the gate of the
altar this image of jealousy in the entry.

6He said to me, “Son of man, do you see
what they do? Even the great abominations
that the house of Israel commit here, that I
should go far off from my sanctuary? But
you will again see yet other great abomina-
tions.”

7He brought me to the door of the court;
and when I looked, behold, a hole in the
wall.

8Thenhe said tome, “Sonofman, dignow
in the wall.”
When I had dug in the wall, I saw a door.
9He said tome, “Go in, and see thewicked

abominations that they do here.”
10 So I went in and looked, and saw every

form of creeping things, abominable ani-
mals, and all the idols of the house of Israel,
portrayed around on the wall.

11 Seventy men of the elders of the house
of Israel stoodbefore them. In themiddle of
them Jaazaniah the son of Shaphan stood,
every man with his censer in his hand; and
the smell of the cloud of incense went up.

12 Then he said to me, “Son of man, have
you seen what the elders of the house of Is-
rael do in the dark, every man in his rooms
of imagery? For they say, ‘The LORDdoesn’t
see us. The LORD has forsaken the land.’ ”

13He said also to me, “You will again see
more of the great abominations which they
do.”

14 Then he brought me to the door of
the gate of the LORD’s house which was
towards the north; and I saw thewomen sit
there weeping for Tammuz.

15Thenhe said tome, “Haveyou seen this,
son of man? You will again see yet greater
abominations than these.”

16He brought me into the inner court of
the LORD’s house; and I saw at the door of
the LORD’s temple, between the porch and
the altar, therewere about twenty-fivemen
with their backs towards theLORD’s temple
and their faces towards the east. Theywere
worshipping the sun towards the east.

17 Then he said to me, “Have you seen
this, son of man? Is it a light thing to the
house of Judah that they commit the abom-
inations which they commit here? For they
have filled the landwith violence, and have
turned again to provoke me to anger. Be-
hold, they put the branch to their nose.

18 Therefore I will also deal in wrath. My
eye won’t spare, neither will I have pity.
Though they cry in my ears with a loud
voice, yet I will not hear them.”

9
1 Then he cried in my ears with a loud

voice, saying, “Cause those who are in
charge of the city to draw near, each man
with his destroying weapon in his hand.”

2 Behold, six men came from the way
of the upper gate, which lies towards
the north, every man with his slaughter
weapon in his hand. Oneman in themiddle
of themwas clothed in linen,with awriter’s
inkhornbyhis side. Theywent in, andstood
beside the bronze altar.

3 The glory of the God of Israel went up
from the cherub, whereupon it was, to the
threshold of the house; and he called to the
man clothed in linen, who had the writer’s
inkhorn by his side.

4 The LORD said to him, “Go through the
middle of the city, through the middle of
Jerusalem, and set amark on the foreheads
of themen that sigh and that cry over all the
abominations that are done within it.”

5To the others he said in my hearing, “Go
through the city after him, and strike. Don’t
let your eye spare, neither have pity.

6Kill utterly the old man, the youngman,
the virgin, little children and women; but
don’t come near any man on whom is the
mark. Begin at my sanctuary.”
Then theybeganat the oldmenwhowere

before the house.
7He said to them, “Defile the house, and

fill the courts with the slain. Go out!”
They went out, and struck in the city.
8While they were killing, and I was left,

I fell on my face, and cried, and said, “Ah
Lord GOD! Will you destroy all the residue
of Israel in your pouring out of your wrath
on Jerusalem?”

9 Then he said to me, “The iniquity of the
house of Israel and Judah is exceedingly
great, and the land is full of blood, and the
city full of perversion; for they say, ‘The
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LORD has forsaken the land, and the LORD
doesn’t see.’

10 As for me also, my eye won’t spare,
neitherwill I have pity, but Iwill bring their
way on their head.”

11 Behold, the man clothed in linen, who
had the inkhorn by his side, reported the
matter, saying, “I have done as you have
commandedme.”

10
1 Then I looked, and see, in the expanse

that was over the head of the cherubim
there appeared above them as it were a
sapphire† stone, as the appearance of the
likeness of a throne.

2 He spoke to the man clothed in linen,
and said, “Go in between the whirling
wheels, evenunder the cherub, andfill both
your hands with coals of fire from between
the cherubim, and scatter them over the
city.”
Hewent in as I watched.
3 Now the cherubim stood on the right

side of the house when the man went in;
and the cloud filled the inner court.

4 The LORD’s glory mounted up from the
cherub, and stood over the threshold of the
house; and the house was filled with the
cloud, and the court was full of the bright-
ness of the LORD’s glory.

5The sound of the wings of the cherubim
was heard even to the outer court, as the
voice of God Almighty when he speaks.

6 It came to pass, when he commanded
the man clothed in linen, saying, “Take fire
from between the whirling wheels, from
between the cherubim,” thathewent inand
stood beside a wheel.

7The cherub stretched out his hand from
between the cherubim to the fire that was
between the cherubim, and took some of it,
and put it into the hands of him who was
clothed in linen, who took it and went out.

8The formof aman’s handappearedhere
in the cherubim under their wings.

9 I looked, and behold, there were four
wheels beside the cherubim, one wheel be-
side one cherub, and another wheel beside
another cherub. The appearance of the
wheels was like a beryl stone.

10 As for their appearance, the four of
them had one likeness, like a wheel within
a wheel.

11 When they went, they went in their
four directions. They didn’t turn as they
went, but to the place where the head
looked they followed it. They didn’t turn as
they went.

12 Their whole body, including their
backs, their hands, their wings, and the

wheels, were full of eyes all around, even
the wheels that the four of them had.

13 As for the wheels, they were called in
my hearing, “the whirling wheels”.

14 Every one of them had four faces. The
first face was the face of the cherub. The
second facewas the face of aman. The third
face was the face of a lion. The fourth was
the face of an eagle.

15 The cherubim mounted up. This is
the living creature that I saw by the river
Chebar.

16 When the cherubim went, the wheels
went beside them; and when the cherubim
lifted up their wings to mount up from the
earth, the wheels also didn’t turn from be-
side them.

17 When they stood, these stood. When
they mounted up, these mounted up with
them; for the spirit of the living creature
was in them.

18 The LORD’s glory went out from over
the threshold of the house and stood over
the cherubim.

19The cherubim lifted up their wings and
mounted up from the earth in my sight
when theywent out, with thewheels beside
them. Then theystoodat thedoorof theeast
gate of the LORD’s house; and the glory of
the God of Israel was over them above.

20 This is the living creature that I saw
under the God of Israel by the river Chebar;
and I knew that they were cherubim.

21Everyonehad four faces, andeveryone
four wings. The likeness of the hands of a
manwas under their wings.

22 As for the likeness of their faces, they
were the faces which I saw by the river
Chebar, their appearances and themselves.
They each went straight forward.

11
1 Moreover the Spirit lifted me up and

brought me to the east gate of the LORD’s
house, which looks eastward. Behold,
twenty-five men were at the door of the
gate; and I saw amongst them Jaazaniah
the son of Azzur, and Pelatiah the son of
Benaiah, princes of the people.

2 He said to me, “Son of man, these are
the men who devise iniquity, and who give
wicked counsel in this city;

3 who say, ‘The time is not near to build
houses. This is the cauldron, andwe are the
meat.’

4 Therefore prophesy against them.
Prophesy, son of man.”

5The LORD’s Spirit fell onme, and he said
to me, “Speak, ‘The LORD says: “Thus you
have said, house of Israel; for I know the
things that come into yourmind.

† 10:1: or, lapis lazuli
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6 You have multiplied your slain in this
city, and you have filled its streets with the
slain.”

7 “ ‘Therefore the Lord GOD says: “Your
slainwhomyouhave laid in themiddleof it,
they are the meat, and this is the cauldron;
but youwill be brought out of themiddle of
it.

8 You have feared the sword; and I will
bring the swordonyou,” says theLordGOD.

9 “I will bring you out of the middle of it,
and deliver you into the hands of strangers,
and will execute judgements amongst you.

10 You will fall by the sword. I will judge
you in the border of Israel. Then you will
know that I am the LORD.

11This will not be your cauldron, neither
will yoube themeat in themiddleof it. Iwill
judge you in the border of Israel.

12 You will know that I am the LORD, for
you have not walked in my statutes. You
have not executedmy ordinances, but have
done after the ordinances of the nations
that are around you.” ’ ”

13When I prophesied, Pelatiah the son of
Benaiah died. Then I fell down on my face,
and cried with a loud voice, and said, “Ah
Lord GOD! Will you make a full end of the
remnant of Israel?”

14The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
15 “Son of man, your brothers, even your

brothers, the men of your relatives, and all
the house of Israel, all of them, are the ones
to whom the inhabitants of Jerusalem have
said, ‘Go far away from the LORD. This land
has been given to us for a possession.’

16 “Therefore say, ‘The Lord GOD says:
“Whereas I have removed them far off
amongst the nations, and whereas I have
scattered them amongst the countries, yet I
will be to them a sanctuary for a little while
in the countries where they have come.” ’

17 “Therefore say, ‘The Lord GOD says:
“I will gather you from the peoples, and
assemble you out of the countries where
you have been scattered, and Iwill give you
the land of Israel.”

18 “ ‘They will come there, and they will
take away all its detestable things and all its
abominations from there.

19 I will give them one heart, and I will
put a new spirit within them. I will take the
stony heart out of their flesh, and will give
them a heart of flesh,

20 that they may walk in my statutes, and
keep my ordinances, and do them. They
will be my people, and I will be their God.

21 But as for them whose heart walks af-
ter the heart of their detestable things and
their abominations, I will bring their way
on their own heads,’ says the Lord GOD.”

22 Then the cherubim lifted up their
wings, and the wheels were beside them.
The glory of theGodof Israelwas over them
above.

23 The LORD’s glory went up from the
middle of the city, and stood on the moun-
tain which is on the east side of the city.

24 The Spirit lifted me up, and brought
me in the vision by the Spirit of God into
Chaldea, to the captives.
So the vision that I had seenwent up from

me.
25 Then I spoke to the captives all the

things that the LORD had shownme.

12
1 The LORD’s word also came to me, say-

ing,
2 “Son of man, you dwell in the middle of

the rebellious house, who have eyes to see,
and don’t see, who have ears to hear, and
don’t hear; for they are a rebellious house.

3 “Therefore, you son of man, prepare
your baggage for moving, andmove by day
in their sight. You shall move from your
place to another place in their sight. It may
be they will consider, though they are a
rebellious house.

4You shall bring out your baggage by day
in their sight, as baggage for moving. You
shall go out yourself at evening in their
sight, as whenmen go out into exile.

5Dig through the wall in their sight, and
carry your baggage out that way.

6 In their sight you shall bear it on your
shoulder, and carry it out in the dark. You
shall cover your face, so that you don’t see
the land, for I have set you for a sign to the
house of Israel.”

7 I did so as I was commanded. I brought
outmy baggage by day, as baggage formov-
ing, and in the evening I dug through the
wall with my hand. I brought it out in the
dark, and bore it on my shoulder in their
sight.

8 In the morning, the LORD’s word came
tome, saying,

9 “Son of man, hasn’t the house of Israel,
the rebellious house, said to you, ‘What are
you doing?’

10 “Say to them, ‘The LordGOD says: “This
burden concerns the prince in Jerusalem,
and all the house of Israel amongst whom
they are.” ’

11 “Say, ‘I am your sign. As I have done,
so will it be done to them. They will go into
exile, into captivity.

12 “ ‘The prince who is amongst themwill
bear his baggage on his shoulder in the
dark, andwill go out. They will dig through
thewall to carry things out thatway. Hewill
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cover his face, because he will not see the
land with his eyes.

13 Iwill also spreadmynet onhim, andhe
will be taken inmysnare. Iwill bringhim to
Babylon to the land of the Chaldeans; yet he
will not see it, though he will die there.

14 I will scatter towards every wind all
who are aroundhim to help him, and all his
bands. Iwill drawout the swordafter them.

15 “ ‘They will know that I am the LORD
when I disperse them amongst the nations
and scatter them through the countries.

16But I will leave a fewmen of them from
the sword, from the famine, and from the
pestilence, that they may declare all their
abominations amongst the nations where
they come. Then they will know that I am
the LORD.’ ”

17Moreover theLORD’sword came tome,
saying,

18 “Son ofman, eat your breadwith quak-
ing, and drink your water with trembling
and with fearfulness.

19 Tell the people of the land, ‘The Lord
GOD says concerning the inhabitants of
Jerusalem and the land of Israel: “Theywill
eat their bread with fearfulness and drink
their water in dismay, that her landmay be
desolate, and all that is therein, because of
the violence of all those who dwell therein.

20The cities that are inhabitedwill be laid
waste, and the land will be a desolation.
Then youwill know that I am the LORD.” ’ ”

21The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
22 “Son of man, what is this proverb that

you have in the land of Israel, saying, ‘The
days are prolonged, and every vision fails’?

23 Tell them therefore, ‘The Lord GOD
says: “I will make this proverb to cease,
and they will no more use it as a proverb
in Israel;” ’ but tell them, ‘ “The days are at
hand, and the fulfilment of every vision.

24 For there will be no more any false
vision nor flattering divination within the
house of Israel.

25 For I am the LORD. I will speak, and
the word that I speak will be performed. It
will be no more deferred; for in your days,
rebellious house, I will speak the word and
will perform it,” says the Lord GOD.’ ”

26 Again the LORD’s word came to me,
saying,

27 “Son of man, behold, they of the house
of Israel say, ‘The vision that he sees is for
many days to come, and he prophesies of
times that are far off.’

28 “Therefore tell them, ‘The Lord GOD
says: “None of my words will be deferred
any more, but the word which I speak will
be performed,” says the Lord GOD.’ ”

13
1The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
2 “Son of man, prophesy against the

prophets of Israel who prophesy, and say to
those who prophesy out of their own heart,
‘Hear the LORD’s word:

3 The Lord GOD says, “Woe to the foolish
prophets, who follow their own spirit, and
have seen nothing!

4 Israel, your prophets have been like
foxes in the waste places.

5 You have not gone up into the gaps or
built up the wall for the house of Israel, to
stand in the battle in the LORD’s day.

6They have seen falsehood and lying div-
ination, who say, ‘The LORD says;’ but the
LORD has not sent them. They have made
men to hope that the word would be con-
firmed.

7 Haven’t you seen a false vision, and
haven’t you spoken a lying divination, in
that you say, ‘The LORD says;’ but I have not
spoken?”

8 “ ‘Therefore the Lord GOD says: “Be-
cause you have spoken falsehood and seen
lies, therefore, behold, I am against you,”
says the Lord GOD.

9 “My hand will be against the prophets
who see false visions and who utter lying
divinations. They will not be in the council
of my people, neither will they be written
in thewriting of the house of Israel, neither
will they enter into the land of Israel. Then
youwill know that I am the Lord GOD.”

10 “ ‘Because, even because they have se-
ducedmypeople, saying, “Peace;” and there
is no peace. When one builds up a wall,
behold, they plaster it with whitewash.

11 Tell those who plaster it with white-
wash that it will fall. There will be an over-
flowing shower; and you, great hailstones,
will fall. A stormywind will tear it.

12Behold, when thewall has fallen, won’t
it be said to you, “Where is the plaster with
which you have plastered it?”

13 “ ‘Therefore the Lord GOD says: “I will
even tear itwitha stormywind inmywrath.
There will be an overflowing shower in
my anger, and great hailstones in wrath to
consume it.

14 So I will break down the wall that you
have plastered with whitewash, and bring
it down to the ground, so that its foundation
will be uncovered. It will fall, and you will
be consumed in the middle of it. Then you
will know that I am the LORD.

15Thus Iwill accomplishmywrath on the
wall, and on those who have plastered it
with whitewash. I will tell you, ‘The wall is
nomore, nor those who plastered it—

16 to wit, the prophets of Israel who
prophesy concerning Jerusalem, and who
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see visions of peace for her, and there is no
peace,’ ” says the Lord GOD.’ ”

17 You, son of man, set your face against
the daughters of your people, who proph-
esy out of their own heart; and prophesy
against them,

18 and say, “The Lord GOD says: ‘Woe
to the women who sew magic bands on
all elbows and make veils for the head of
persons of every stature to hunt souls! Will
you hunt the souls of my people and save
souls alive for yourselves?

19 You have profaned me amongst my
people for handfuls of barley and for pieces
of bread, to kill the soulswho shouldnot die
and to save the souls alive who should not
live, by your lying to my people who listen
to lies.’

20 “Therefore the Lord GOD says: ‘Behold,
I am against your magic bands, with which
you hunt the souls to make them fly, and
I will tear them from your arms. I will let
the souls fly free, even the souls whom you
ensnare like birds.

21 I will also tear your veils and deliver
my people out of your hand; and they will
no longer be in your hand to be ensnared.
Then youwill know that I am the LORD.

22Because with lies you have grieved the
heart of the righteous, whom I have not
made sad; and strengthened the hands of
the wicked, that he should not return from
his wicked way, and be saved alive.

23 Therefore you shall no more see false
visions nor practise divination. I will de-
livermy people out of your hand. Then you
will know that I am the LORD.’ ”

14
1Then someof the elders of Israel came to

me and sat before me.
2The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
3 “Son ofman, thesemenhave taken their

idols into their heart, and put the stumbling
block of their iniquity before their face.
Should I be enquired of at all by them?

4 Therefore speak to them and tell them,
‘The Lord GOD says: “Every man of the
house of Israel who takes his idols into his
heart and puts the stumbling block of his
iniquity before his face then comes to the
prophet, I the LORD will answer him there
according to themultitude of his idols,

5 that I may take the house of Israel in
their own heart, because they are all es-
tranged fromme through their idols.” ’

6 “Therefore tell the house of Israel, ‘The
Lord GOD says: “Return, and turn your-
selves from your idols! Turn away your
faces from all your abominations.

7 “ ‘ “For everyone of the house of Israel,
or of the strangers who live in Israel, who

separates himself from me and takes his
idols into his heart, and puts the stumbling
block of his iniquity before his face, and
comes to the prophet to enquire for himself
of me, I the LORD will answer him by my-
self.

8 I will set my face against that man and
will make him an astonishment, for a sign
and a proverb, and I will cut him off from
amongst my people. Then you will know
that I am the LORD.

9 “ ‘ “If the prophet is deceived and speaks
a word, I, the LORD, have deceived that
prophet, and I will stretch out my hand on
him, andwill destroyhim fromamongstmy
people Israel.

10 They will bear their iniquity. The in-
iquity of the prophet will be even as the
iniquity of himwho seeks him,

11 that the house of Israelmay nomore go
astray from me, neither defile themselves
any more with all their transgressions; but
that they may be my people, and I may be
their God,” says the Lord GOD.’ ”

12The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
13 “Son of man, when a land sins against

me by committing a trespass, and I stretch
out my hand on it, and break the staff of
its bread and send famine on it, and cut off
from it man and animal—

14 though these three men, Noah, Daniel,
and Job, were in it, they would deliver only
their own souls by their righteousness,”
says the Lord GOD.

15 “If I cause evil animals to pass through
the land, and they ravage it and it is made
desolate, so that no man may pass through
because of the animals—

16 though these three men were in it, as
I live,” says the Lord GOD, “they would de-
liver neither sons nor daughters. They only
would be delivered, but the land would be
desolate.

17 “Or if I bring a sword on that land, and
say, ‘Sword, go through the land, so that I
cut off from it man and animal’—

18 though these three men were in it, as
I live,” says the Lord GOD, “they would de-
liver neither sons nor daughters, but they
only would be delivered themselves.

19 “Or if I send a pestilence into that land,
and pour outmywrath on it in blood, to cut
off from it man and animal—

20 though Noah, Daniel, and Job, were
in it, as I live,” says the Lord GOD, “they
would deliver neither son nor daughter;
they would deliver only their own souls by
their righteousness.”

21 For the Lord GOD says: “How
much more when I send my four severe
judgements on Jerusalem—the sword,
the famine, the evil animals, and the
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pestilence—to cut off from it man and
animal!

22 Yet, behold, there will be left a rem-
nant in it that will be carried out, both
sons and daughters. Behold, theywill come
out to you, and you will see their way and
their doings. Then you will be comforted
concerning the evil that I have brought on
Jerusalem, even concerning all that I have
brought on it.

23 They will comfort you, when you see
their way and their doings; then you will
know that I have not done all that I have
done in it without cause,” says the Lord
GOD.

15
1The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
2 “Son of man, what is the vine tree more

than any tree, the vine branch which is
amongst the trees of the forest?

3 Will wood be taken of it to make any-
thing? Will men take a pin of it to hang any
vessel on it?

4 Behold, it is cast into the fire for fuel;
the fire has devoured both its ends, and the
middle of it is burnt. Is it profitable for any
work?

5 Behold, when it was whole, it was suit-
able for nowork. Howmuch less, when the
fire has devoured it, and it has been burnt,
will it yet be suitable for any work?”

6 Therefore the Lord GOD says: “As the
vine wood amongst the trees of the forest,
which I have given to the fire for fuel, so I
will give the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

7 Iwill setmy face against them. Theywill
go out from the fire, but the fire will still
devour them. Then youwill know that I am
the LORD, when I set my face against them.

8 I will make the land desolate, because
they have acted unfaithfully,” says the Lord
GOD.

16
1 Again the LORD’s word came to me,

saying,
2 “Son of man, cause Jerusalem to know

her abominations;
3 and say, ‘The Lord GOD says to

Jerusalem: “Your origin and your birth is
of the land of the Canaanite. An Amorite
was your father, and your mother was a
Hittite.

4 As for your birth, in the day you were
born your navel was not cut. You weren’t
washed in water to cleanse you. You
weren’t salted at all, nor wrapped in blan-
kets at all.

5 No eye pitied you, to do any of these
things to you, to have compassion on you;
but you were cast out in the open field,

because you were abhorred in the day that
you were born.

6 “ ‘ “When I passed by you, and saw you
wallowing in your blood, I said to you,
‘Though you are in your blood, live!’ Yes, I
said to you, ‘Though you are in your blood,
live!’

7 I caused you to multiply as that which
grows in the field, and you increased and
grew great, and you attained to excellent
beauty. Your breasts were formed, and
your hair grew; yet you were naked and
bare.

8 “ ‘ “Now when I passed by you, and
looked at you, behold, your time was the
time of love; and I spreadmy garment over
you and covered your nakedness. Yes, I
pledged myself to you and entered into a
covenant with you,” says the Lord GOD,
“and you becamemine.

9 “ ‘ “Then I washed you with water. Yes,
I thoroughlywashed away your blood from
you, and I anointed you with oil.

10 I clothed you also with embroidered
work and put leather sandals on you. I
dressed you with fine linen and covered
you with silk.

11 I decked you with ornaments, put
bracelets on your hands, and put a chain on
your neck.

12 I put a ring on your nose, earrings in
your ears, and a beautiful crown on your
head.

13 Thus you were decked with gold and
silver. Your clothing was of fine linen, silk,
and embroidered work. You ate fine flour,
honey, and oil. You were exceedingly beau-
tiful, and you prospered to royal estate.

14 Your renown went out amongst the
nations for your beauty; for it was perfect,
through my majesty which I had put on
you,” says the Lord GOD.

15 “ ‘ “But you trusted in your beauty,
and played the prostitute because of your
renown, and poured out your prostitution
on everyone who passed by. It was his.

16 You took some of your garments, and
made for yourselves high places decked
with various colours, and played the pros-
titute on them. This shouldn’t happen, nei-
ther shall it be.

17 You also took your beautiful jewels of
my gold and of my silver, which I had given
you, and made for yourself images of men,
and played the prostitute with them.

18 You took your embroidered garments,
covered them, and set my oil and my in-
cense before them.

19 My bread also which I gave you, fine
flour, oil, and honey, with which I fed you,
you even set it before them for a pleasant
aroma; and so it was,” says the Lord GOD.
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20 “ ‘ “Moreover youhave taken your sons
and your daughters, whom you have borne
tome, andyouhave sacrificed these to them
to be devoured. Was your prostitution a
small matter,

21 that you have slain my children and
delivered them up, in causing them to pass
through the fire to them?

22 In all your abominations and your
prostitution you have not remembered the
days of your youth, when you were naked
and bare, and were wallowing in your
blood.

23 “ ‘ “It has happened after all your
wickedness—woe, woe to you!” says the
Lord GOD—

24 “that you have built for yourselves a
vaulted place, and have made yourselves a
lofty place in every street.

25 You have built your lofty place at the
head of every way, and have made your
beauty an abomination, and have opened
your feet to everyone who passed by, and
multiplied your prostitution.

26 You have also committed sexual im-
morality with the Egyptians, your neigh-
bours, great of flesh; and have multiplied
your prostitution, to provokeme to anger.

27 See therefore, I have stretched out my
hand over you, and have diminished your
portion, and delivered you to the will of
those who hate you, the daughters of the
Philistines, who are ashamed of your lewd
way.

28 You have played the prostitute also
with the Assyrians, because you were insa-
tiable; yes, you have played the prostitute
with them, and yet you weren’t satisfied.

29 You have moreover multiplied your
prostitution to the land of merchants, to
Chaldea; and yet you weren’t satisfied with
this.

30 “ ‘ “How weak is your heart,” says the
LordGOD, “since youdoall these things, the
work of an impudent prostitute;

31 in that you build your vaulted place at
the head of every way, andmake your lofty
place in every street, and have not been as
a prostitute, in that you scorn pay.

32 “ ‘ “Adulterous wife, who takes
strangers instead of her husband!

33 People give gifts to all prostitutes; but
you give your gifts to all your lovers, and
bribe them, that they may come to you on
every side for your prostitution.

34You are different from other women in
yourprostitution, in thatnoone followsyou
to play the prostitute; andwhereas you give
hire, and no hire is given to you, therefore
you are different.” ’

35 “Therefore, prostitute, hear the LORD’s
word:

36 ‘The Lord GOD says, “Because your
filthiness was poured out, and your naked-
ness uncovered through your prostitution
with your lovers; and because of all the
idols of your abominations, and for the
blood of your children, that you gave to
them;

37 therefore see, I will gather all your
lovers, with whom you have taken plea-
sure, and all those whom you have loved,
with all those whom you have hated. I will
evengather themagainst youonevery side,
and will uncover your nakedness to them,
that theymay see all your nakedness.

38 I will judge you as women who break
wedlock and shed blood are judged; and I
will bring on you the blood of wrath and
jealousy.

39 I will also give you into their hand, and
they will throw down your vaulted place,
and break down your lofty places. They
will strip you of your clothes and take your
beautiful jewels. They will leave you naked
and bare.

40 They will also bring up a company
against you, and they will stone you with
stones, and thrust you through with their
swords.

41 They will burn your houses with fire,
and execute judgements on you in the sight
of many women. I will cause you to cease
from playing the prostitute, and you will
also give no hire anymore.

42So Iwill causemywrath towards you to
rest, and my jealousy will depart from you.
I will be quiet, and will not be angry any
more.

43 “ ‘ “Because you have not remembered
the days of your youth, but have raged
against me in all these things; therefore,
behold, I also will bring your way on your
head,” says the Lord GOD: “and you shall
not commit this lewdness with all your
abominations.

44 “ ‘ “Behold, everyone who uses
proverbs will use this proverb against you,
saying, ‘As is themother, so is her daughter.’

45 You are the daughter of your mother,
who loathes her husband and her children;
and you are the sister of your sisters, who
loathed their husbands and their children.
Your mother was a Hittite, and your father
an Amorite.

46Yourelder sister is Samaria,whodwells
at your left hand, she and her daughters;
and your younger sister, whodwells at your
right hand, is Sodomwith her daughters.

47 Yet you have not walked in their ways,
nor done their abominations; but soon you
were more corrupt than they in all your
ways.
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48 As I live,” says the Lord GOD, “Sodom
your sister has not done, shenorher daugh-
ters, as youhavedone, youandyourdaugh-
ters.

49“ ‘ “Behold, thiswas the iniquity of your
sister Sodom: pride, fullness of bread, and
prosperous ease was in her and in her
daughters. She also didn’t strengthen the
hand of the poor and needy.

50 They were arrogant and committed
abomination before me. Therefore I took
them awaywhen I saw it.

51 Samaria hasn’t committed half of your
sins; but you have multiplied your abomi-
nations more than they, and have justified
your sistersbyall yourabominationswhich
you have done.

52Youalsobearyourownshameyourself,
in that you have given judgement for your
sisters; through your sins that you have
committed more abominable than they,
they are more righteous than you. Yes, be
also confounded, and bear your shame, in
that you have justified your sisters.

53 “ ‘ “I will reverse their captivity, the
captivity of Sodom and her daughters, and
the captivity of Samaria and her daughters,
and the captivity of your captives amongst
them;

54 that you may bear your own shame,
and may be ashamed because of all that
you have done, in that you are a comfort to
them.

55 Your sisters, Sodom and her daugh-
ters, will return to their former estate;
and Samaria and her daughters will return
to their former estate; and you and your
daughterswill return to your former estate.

56 For your sister Sodom was not men-
tioned by your mouth in the day of your
pride,

57 before your wickedness was uncov-
ered, as at the time of the reproach of
the daughters of Syria, and of all who are
aroundher, the daughters of the Philistines,
who despise you all around.

58 You have borne your lewdness and
your abominations,” says the LORD.

59 “ ‘For the Lord GOD says: “I will also
deal with you as you have done, who have
despised the oath in breaking the covenant.

60 Nevertheless I will remember my
covenant with you in the days of your
youth, and I will establish an everlasting
covenant with you.

61 Then you will remember your ways
and be ashamed when you receive your
sisters, your elder sisters andyouryounger;
and I will give them to you for daughters,
but not by your covenant.

62 I will establish my covenant with you.
Then youwill know that I am the LORD;

63 that you may remember, and be con-
founded, and never open your mouth any
more because of your shame, when I have
forgiven you all that you have done,” says
the Lord GOD.’ ”

17
1The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
2 “Son of man, tell a riddle, and speak a

parable to the house of Israel;
3 and say, ‘The Lord GOD says: “A great

eagle with great wings and long feathers,
full of feathers which had various colours,
came to Lebanon and took the top of the
cedar.

4He cropped off the topmost of its young
twigs, and carried it to a land of traffic. He
planted it in a city of merchants.

5 “ ‘ “He also took some of the seed of
the land and planted it in fruitful soil. He
placed it beside many waters. He set it as a
willow tree.

6 It grew and became a spreading vine
of low stature, whose branches turned to-
wards him, and its roots were under him.
So it became a vine, produced branches,
and shot out sprigs.

7 “ ‘ “There was also another great eagle
with great wings and many feathers. Be-
hold, this vine bent its roots towards him,
and shot out its branches towards him,
from the ground where it was planted, that
hemight water it.

8 It was planted in a good soil by many
waters, that it might produce branches and
that it might bear fruit, that it might be a
good vine.” ’

9 “Say, ‘The Lord GOD says: “Will it pros-
per? Won’t he pull up its roots and cut
off its fruit, that it may wither, that all its
fresh springing leaves may wither? It can’t
be raised from its roots by a strong arm or
many people.

10 Yes, behold, being planted, will it pros-
per? Won’t it utterly wither when the east
wind touches it? Itwillwither in theground
where it grew.” ’ ”

11Moreover theLORD’sword came tome,
saying,

12 “Say now to the rebellious house, ‘Don’t
you know what these things mean?’ Tell
them, ‘Behold, the king of Babylon came to
Jerusalem, and took its king, and its princes,
and brought them to him to Babylon.

13 He took one of the royal offspring,†
and made a covenant with him. He also
brought him under an oath, and took away
themighty of the land,

† 17:13: or, seed
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14 that the kingdommight bebrought low,
that it might not lift itself up, but that by
keeping his covenant it might stand.

15But he rebelled against him in sending
his ambassadors into Egypt, that theymight
give him horses and many people. Will
he prosper? Will he who does such things
escape? Will he break the covenant, and
still escape?

16 “ ‘As I live,’ says the Lord GOD, ‘surely
in the place where the king dwells who
made him king, whose oath he despised,
and whose covenant he broke, even with
him in themiddle of Babylon he will die.

17 Pharaoh with his mighty army and
great company won’t help him in the war,
when they cast up mounds and build forts
to cut offmany persons.

18 For he has despised the oath by break-
ing the covenant; and behold, he had given
his hand, and yet has done all these things.
He won’t escape.

19“Therefore theLordGODsays: ‘As I live,
I will surely bring on his own headmy oath
that he has despised and my covenant that
he has broken.

20 I will spread my net on him, and he
will be taken in my snare. I will bring him
to Babylon, and will enter into judgement
with him there for his trespass that he has
trespassed against me.

21All his fugitives in all his bands will fall
by the sword, and those who remain will
be scattered towards everywind. Then you
will know that I, the LORD, have spoken it.’

22 “The Lord GOD says: ‘I will also take
some of the lofty top of the cedar, and will
plant it. I will crop off from the topmost of
its young twigs a tender one, and Iwill plant
it on a high and lofty mountain.

23 I will plant it in the mountain of the
height of Israel; and it will produce boughs,
and bear fruit, and be a good cedar. Birds
of every kind will dwell in the shade of its
branches.

24All the trees of the field will know that
I, the LORD, have brought down the high
tree, have exalted the low tree, have dried
up the green tree, and have made the dry
tree flourish.

“ ‘I, theLORD,have spokenandhavedone
it.’ ”

18
1 The LORD’s word came to me again,

saying,
2 “What do you mean, that you use this

proverb concerning the land of Israel, say-
ing,
‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes,

and the children’s teeth are set on
edge’?

3 “As I live,” says the Lord GOD, “you shall
not use this proverb anymore in Israel.

4Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul of
the father, so also the soul of the son ismine.
The soul who sins, he shall die.

5 “But if a man is just,
and does thatwhich is lawful and right,

6and has not eaten on themountains,
hasn’t lifted up his eyes to the idols of
the house of Israel,

hasn’t defiled his neighbour’s wife,
hasn’t comenearawoman inher impu-
rity,

7and has not wronged any,
but has restored to the debtor his
pledge,

has taken nothing by robbery,
has given his bread to the hungry,
and has covered the naked with a gar-
ment;

8he who hasn’t lent to themwith interest,
hasn’t taken any increase from them,

who haswithdrawnhis hand from iniquity,
has executed true justice betweenman
andman,

9has walked inmy statutes,
and has kept my ordinances,
to deal truly;

he is just,
he shall surely live,” says the LordGOD.

10 “If he fathers a sonwho is a robberwho
sheds blood, andwho does any one of these
things,

11or who does not do any of those things
but has eaten at themountain shrines

and defiled his neighbour’s wife,
12has wronged the poor and needy,

has taken by robbery,
has not restored the pledge,

and has lifted up his eyes to the idols,
has committed abomination,

13has lent with interest,
and has taken increase from the poor,

shall he then live? He shall not live. He
has done all these abominations. He shall
surely die. His blood will be on him.

14 “Now, behold, if he fathers a son who
sees all his father’s sins which he has done,
and fears, and doesn’t do likewise,
15who hasn’t eaten on themountains,

hasn’t lifted up his eyes to the idols of
the house of Israel,

hasn’t defiled his neighbour’s wife,
16hasn’t wronged any,

hasn’t taken anything to pledge,
hasn’t taken by robbery,

but has given his bread to the hungry,
and has covered the naked with a gar-
ment;
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17 who has withdrawn his hand from the
poor,

who hasn’t received interest or in-
crease,

has executedmy ordinances,
has walked inmy statutes;

he shall not die for the iniquity of his father.
He shall surely live.
18 As for his father, because he cruelly op-
pressed, robbed his brother, and did that
which is not good amongst his people, be-
hold, he will die in his iniquity.

19 “Yet you say, ‘Why doesn’t the son bear
the iniquity of the father?’ When the son
has done thatwhich is lawful and right, and
has kept allmy statutes, andhas done them,
he will surely live.

20 The soul who sins, he shall die. The
son shall not bear the iniquity of the father,
neither shall the father bear the iniquity of
the son. The righteousness of the righteous
shall be on him, and the wickedness of the
wicked shall be on him.

21“But if thewicked turns fromall his sins
that he has committed, and keeps all my
statutes, and does that which is lawful and
right, he shall surely live. He shall not die.

22 None of his transgressions that he
has committedwill be remembered against
him. In his righteousness that he has done,
he shall live.

23 Have I any pleasure in the death of
the wicked?” says the Lord GOD, “and not
rather that he should return from his way,
and live?

24 “But when the righteous turns away
from his righteousness, and commits iniq-
uity, and does according to all the abomi-
nations that the wicked man does, should
he live? None of his righteous deeds that
he has done will be remembered. In his
trespass that he has trespassed, and in his
sin that he has sinned, in them he shall die.

25 “Yet you say, ‘Theway of the Lord is not
equal.’ Hearnow, houseof Israel: Ismyway
not equal? Aren’t your ways unequal?

26 When the righteous man turns away
from his righteousness, and commits in-
iquity, and dies in it, then he dies in his
iniquity that he has done.

27 Again, when the wicked man turns
away from his wickedness that he has com-
mitted, and does that which is lawful and
right, he will save his soul alive.

28 Because he considers, and turns away
from all his transgressions that he has com-
mitted, he shall surely live. He shall not die.

29Yet the house of Israel says, ‘Theway of
the Lord is not fair.’ House of Israel, aren’t
myways fair? Aren’t your ways unfair?

30 “Therefore I will judge you, house of Is-
rael, everyone according to his ways,” says

the LordGOD. “Return, and turn yourselves
from all your transgressions, so iniquity
will not be your ruin.

31Cast away from you all your transgres-
sions in which you have transgressed; and
make yourself a newheart and anew spirit.
For whywill you die, house of Israel?

32 For I have no pleasure in the death of
him who dies,” says the Lord GOD. “There-
fore turn yourselves, and live!

19
1“Moreover, takeupa lamentation for the

princes of Israel,
2and say,

‘What was yourmother?
A lioness.

She couched amongst lions,
in the middle of the young lions she
nourished her cubs.

3 She brought up one of her cubs.
He became a young lion.

He learnt to catch the prey.
He devouredmen.

4The nations also heard of him.
He was taken in their pit;
and they brought himwith hooks to the
land of Egypt.

5 “ ‘Nowwhen she saw that she had waited,
and her hope was lost,

then she took another of her cubs,
andmade him a young lion.

6Hewent up and down amongst the lions.
He became a young lion.

He learnt to catch the prey.
He devouredmen.

7He knew their palaces,
and laid waste their cities.

The land was desolate with its fullness,
because of the noise of his roaring.

8 Then the nations attacked him on every
side from the provinces.

They spread their net over him.
He was taken in their pit.

9They put him in a cage with hooks,
andbroughthim to thekingofBabylon.

They brought him into strongholds,
so that his voice should no more be
heard on themountains of Israel.

10 “ ‘Your mother was like a vine in your
blood, planted by the waters.

It was fruitful and full of branches by
reason of many waters.

11 It had strong branches for the sceptres of
those who ruled.

Their stature was exalted amongst the
thick boughs.

They were seen in their height
with themultitude of their branches.

12But it was plucked up in fury.
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It was cast down to the ground,
and the east wind dried up its fruit.

Its strong branches were broken off
andwithered.

The fire consumed them.
13Now it is planted in the wilderness,

in a dry and thirsty land.
14Fire has gone out of its branches.

It has devoured its fruit,
so that there is in it no strong branch to
be a sceptre to rule.’

This is a lamentation, and shall be for a
lamentation.”

20
1 In the seventh year, in the fifth month,

the tenth day of the month, some of the el-
ders of Israel came to enquire of the LORD,
and sat before me.

2The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
3“Sonofman, speak to theeldersof Israel,

and tell them, ‘The Lord GOD says: “Is it
to enquire of me that you have come? As
I live,” says the Lord GOD, “I will not be
enquired of by you.” ’

4 “Will you judge them, son of man? Will
you judge them? Cause them to know the
abominations of their fathers.

5 Tell them, ‘The Lord GOD says: “In the
day when I chose Israel, and swore to the
offspring of the house of Jacob, and made
myself known to them in the land of Egypt,
when I swore to them, saying, ‘I am the
LORD your God;’

6 in that day I swore to them tobring them
out of the landof Egypt into a land that I had
searched out for them, flowing with milk
and honey, which is the glory of all lands.

7 I said to them, ‘Each of you throw away
the abominations of his eyes. Don’t defile
yourselves with the idols of Egypt. I am the
LORD your God.’

8 “ ‘ “But they rebelled against me and
wouldn’t listen to me. They didn’t all throw
away the abominations of their eyes. They
also didn’t forsake the idols of Egypt. Then
I said I would pour out my wrath on them,
to accomplishmy anger against them in the
middle of the land of Egypt.

9 But I worked for my name’s sake, that
it should not be profaned in the sight of
the nations amongst which they were, in
whose sight I made myself known to them
in bringing them out of the land of Egypt.

10 So I caused them to go out of the land
of Egypt and brought them into the wilder-
ness.

11 I gave them my statutes and showed
them my ordinances, which if a man does,
he will live in them.

12 Moreover also I gave them my Sab-
baths, to be a sign between me and them,

that they might know that I am the LORD
who sanctifies them.

13 “ ‘ “But the house of Israel rebelled
against me in the wilderness. They didn’t
walk in my statutes and they rejected my
ordinances, which if a man keeps, he shall
live in them. They greatly profaned my
Sabbaths. Then I said I would pour out
my wrath on them in the wilderness, to
consume them.

14 But I worked for my name’s sake, that
it should not be profaned in the sight of the
nations, in whose sight I brought them out.

15 Moreover also I swore to them in the
wilderness that Iwould not bring them into
the land which I had given them, flowing
with milk and honey, which is the glory of
all lands,

16 because they rejected my ordinances,
and didn’t walk in my statutes, and pro-
faned my Sabbaths; for their heart went
after their idols.

17Neverthelessmyeye spared them, and I
didn’t destroy them. I didn’tmake a full end
of them in the wilderness.

18 I said to their children in the wilder-
ness, ‘Don’t walk in the statutes of your
fathers. Don’t observe their ordinances or
defile yourselves with their idols.

19 I am the LORD your God. Walk in my
statutes, keepmy ordinances, and do them.

20Make my Sabbaths holy. They shall be
a sign between me and you, that you may
know that I am the LORD your God.’

21 “ ‘ “But the children rebelled against
me. They didn’t walk in my statutes, and
didn’t keep my ordinances to do them,
which if a man does, he shall live in them.
They profaned my Sabbaths. Then I said
I would pour out my wrath on them, to
accomplish my anger against them in the
wilderness.

22Nevertheless I withdrew my hand and
worked for my name’s sake, that it should
not be profaned in the sight of the nations,
in whose sight I brought them out.

23Moreover I swore to themin thewilder-
ness, that I would scatter them amongst
the nations and disperse them through the
countries,

24 because they had not executed my or-
dinances, but had rejectedmy statutes, and
had profaned my Sabbaths, and their eyes
were after their fathers’ idols.

25Moreover also I gave them statutes that
were not good, and ordinances in which
they couldn’t live.

26 I polluted them in their own gifts, in
that they caused all that opens the womb
to pass through the fire, that I might make
them desolate, to the end that they might
know that I am the LORD.” ’
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27 “Therefore, son of man, speak to the
house of Israel, and tell them, ‘The Lord
GOD says: “Moreover, in this your fathers
have blasphemed me, in that they have
committed a trespass against me.

28 For when I had brought them into the
land which I swore to give to them, then
they saw every high hill and every thick
tree, and they offered there their sacrifices,
and there theypresented theprovocationof
their offering. There they also made their
pleasant aroma, and there they poured out
their drink offerings.

29Then I said to them, ‘Whatdoes thehigh
place where you go mean?’ So its name is
called Bamah† to this day.” ’

30 “Therefore tell the house of Israel, ‘The
Lord GOD says: “Do you pollute yourselves
in the way of your fathers? Do you play the
prostitute after their abominations?

31 When you offer your gifts, when you
make your sons pass through the fire, do
you pollute yourselveswith all your idols to
this day? Should I be enquired of by you,
house of Israel? As I live, says theLordGOD,
I will not be enquired of by you!

32 “ ‘ “That which comes into your mind
will not be at all, in that you say, ‘We will
be as the nations, as the families of the
countries, to serve wood and stone.’

33 As I live,” says the Lord GOD, “surely
with a mighty hand, with an outstretched
arm, and with wrath poured out, I will be
king over you.

34 I will bring you out from the peoples,
and will gather you out of the countries
in which you are scattered with a mighty
hand, with an outstretched arm, and with
wrath poured out.

35 I will bring you into the wilderness
of the peoples, and there I will enter into
judgement with you face to face.

36 Just as I entered into judgement with
your fathers in the wilderness of the land
of Egypt, so Iwill enter into judgementwith
you,” says the Lord GOD.

37 “I will cause you to pass under the rod,
and I will bring you into the bond of the
covenant.

38 I will purge out from amongst you the
rebels and those who disobey me. I will
bring them out of the land where they live,
but they shall not enter into the land of
Israel. Then you will know that I am the
LORD.”

39 “ ‘As for you, house of Israel, the Lord
GOD says: “Go, everyone serve his idols,
and hereafter also, if you will not listen to
me; but you shall no more profanemy holy
namewith your gifts and with your idols.

40For in my holy mountain, in the moun-
tain of the height of Israel,” says the Lord
GOD, “there all the house of Israel, all of
them, shall serve me in the land. There I
will accept them, and there I will require
your offerings and the first fruits of your
offerings, with all your holy things.

41 I will accept you as a pleasant aroma
when I bring you out from the peoples and
gatheryououtof the countries inwhichyou
have been scattered. I will be sanctified in
you in the sight of the nations.

42Youwill know that I am theLORDwhen
I bring you into the land of Israel, into the
country which I swore to give to your fa-
thers.

43 There you will remember your ways,
and all your deeds in which you have pol-
luted yourselves. Then you will loathe
yourselves in your own sight for all your
evils that you have committed.

44 You will know that I am the LORD,
when I have dealt with you for my name’s
sake, not according to your evil ways,
nor according to your corrupt doings, you
house of Israel,” says the Lord GOD.’ ”

45The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
46 “Son of man, set your face towards the

south, and preach towards the south, and
prophesy against the forest of the field in
the south.

47 Tell the forest of the south, ‘Hear the
LORD’s word: The Lord GOD says, “Behold,
I will kindle a fire in you, and it will devour
every green tree in you, and every dry tree.
The burning flame will not be quenched,
andall faces fromthe south to thenorthwill
be burnt by it.

48All flesh will see that I, the LORD, have
kindled it. It will not be quenched.” ’ ”

49Then I said, “Ah Lord GOD! They say of
me, ‘Isn’t he a speaker of parables?’ ”

21
1The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
2 “Son of man, set your face towards

Jerusalem, and preach towards the sanc-
tuaries, and prophesy against the land of
Israel.

3 Tell the land of Israel, ‘The LORD says:
“Behold, I amagainst you, andwill drawmy
swordout of its sheath, andwill cut off from
you the righteous and the wicked.

4 Seeing then that I will cut off from you
the righteous and the wicked, therefore my
sword will go out of its sheath against all
flesh from the south to the north.

5All fleshwill know that I, theLORD, have
drawnmyswordout of its sheath. Itwill not
return anymore.” ’

† 20:29: “Bamah” means “High Place”.
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6 “Therefore sigh, you son of man. You
shall sigh before their eyes with a broken
heart† andwith bitterness.

7 It shall be, when they ask you, ‘Why do
you sigh?’ that you shall say, ‘Because of the
news, for it comes! Everyheartwillmelt, all
hands will be feeble, every spirit will faint,
and all kneeswill beweak aswater. Behold,
it comes, and it shall be done, says the Lord
GOD.’ ”

8The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
9 “Son of man, prophesy, and say, ‘The

LORD says:
“A sword! A sword!

It is sharpened,
and also polished.

10 It is sharpened that itmaymake a slaugh-
ter.

It is polished that itmaybe as lightning.
Should we thenmakemirth?

Therodofmysoncondemnsevery tree.
11 It is given to be polished,

that it may be handled.
The sword is sharpened.

Yes, it is polished
to give it into the hand of the killer.” ’

12Cry andwail, son of man;
for it is onmy people.
It is on all the princes of Israel.

They are delivered over to the sword with
my people.

Therefore beat your thigh.

13 “For there is a trial. What if even the
rod that condemns will be no more?” says
the Lord GOD.
14 “You therefore, son of man, prophesy,

and strike your hands together.
Let the sword be doubled the third time,

the sword of the fatally wounded.
It is the sword of the great onewho is fatally

wounded,
which enters into their rooms.

15 I have set the threatening sword against
all their gates,

that their heart maymelt,
and their stumblings bemultiplied.

Ah! It is made as lightning.
It is pointed for slaughter.

16Gather yourselves together.
Go to the right.

Set yourselves in array.
Go to the left,
wherever your face is set.

17 I will also strike my hands together,
and I will cause mywrath to rest.
I, the LORD, have spoken it.”

18 The LORD’s word came to me again,
saying,

19 “Also, you son of man, appoint two
ways, that the sword of the king of Babylon
may come. They both will come out of one
land, and mark out a place. Mark it out at
the head of the way to the city.

20Youshall appoint away for the sword to
come to Rabbah of the children of Ammon,
and to Judah in Jerusalem the fortified.

21 For the king of Babylon stood at the
parting of the way, at the head of the two
ways, to use divination. He shook the ar-
rows back and forth. He consulted the
teraphim.‡ He looked in the liver.

22 In his right hand was the lot for
Jerusalem, to set battering rams, toopen the
mouth in the slaughter, to lift up the voice
with shouting, to set battering rams against
the gates, to cast up mounds, and to build
forts.

23 Itwill be to themas a false divination in
their sight, who have sworn oaths to them;
but he brings iniquity to memory, that they
may be taken.

24 “Therefore the Lord GOD says: ‘Be-
cause you have caused your iniquity to be
remembered, in that your transgressions
are uncovered, so that in all your doings
your sins appear; becauseyouhave come to
memory, you will be taken with the hand.

25“ ‘You, deadlywoundedwickedone, the
prince of Israel, whose day has come, in the
time of the iniquity of the end,

26 the Lord GOD says: “Remove the tur-
ban, and take off the crown. This will not
be as it was. Exalt that which is low, and
humble that which is high.

27 I will overturn, overturn, overturn it.
This also will be no more, until he comes
whose right it is; and I will give it.” ’

28 “You, son of man, prophesy and say,
‘The Lord GOD says this concerning the
children of Ammon, and concerning their
reproach:
“A sword! A sword is drawn!

It is polished for the slaughter,
to cause it to devour,

that it may be as lightning;
29while they see for you false visions,

while they divine lies to you,
to lay you on the necks of the wicked who

are deadly wounded,
whose day has come in the time of the
iniquity of the end.

30Cause it to return into its sheath.
In the place where you were created,
in the land of your birth, I will judge
you.

31 I will pour out my indignation on you.
† 21:6: literally, the breaking of your thighs ‡ 21:21: teraphimwere household idols that may have been associated
with inheritance rights to the household property.
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I will blow on you with the fire of my
wrath.

I will deliver you into the hand of brutish
men,

skilful to destroy.
32Youwill be for fuel to the fire.

Your blood will be in the middle of the
land.

You will be remembered nomore;
for I, the LORD, have spoken it.” ’ ”

22
1Moreover the LORD’s word came to me,

saying,
2 “You, son of man, will you judge? Will

you judge the bloody city? Then cause her
to know all her abominations.

3 You shall say, ‘The Lord GOD says: “A
city that sheds blood within herself, that
her time may come, and that makes idols
against herself to defile her!

4 You have become guilty in your blood
that you have shed, and are defiled in your
idols which you have made! You have
caused your days to draw near, and have
come to the end of your years. Therefore
I have made you a reproach to the nations,
and amocking to all the countries.

5 Those who are near and those who are
far from you will mock you, you infamous
one, full of tumult.

6 “ ‘ “Behold, the princes of Israel, every-
one according to his power, have been in
you to shed blood.

7 In you have they treated father and
mother with contempt.† Amongst you they
have oppressed the foreigner. In you
they have wronged the fatherless and the
widow.

8 You have despised my holy things, and
have profanedmy Sabbaths.

9 Slanderous men have been in you to
shed blood. In you they have eaten on the
mountains. Theyhavecommitted lewdness
amongst you.

10 In you have they uncovered their fa-
thers’ nakedness. In you have they hum-
bled her whowas unclean in her impurity.

11 One has committed abomination
with his neighbour’s wife, and another
has lewdly defiled his daughter-in-law.
Another in you has humbled his sister, his
father’s daughter.

12 In you have they taken bribes to shed
blood. You have taken interest and in-
crease, and you have greedily gained of
your neighbours by oppression, and have
forgottenme,” says the Lord GOD.

13 “ ‘ “Behold, therefore I have struck my
hand at your dishonest gain which you

havemade, andat thebloodwhichhasbeen
shed within you.

14 Can your heart endure, or can your
hands be strong, in the days that I will deal
with you? I, the LORD, have spoken it, and
will do it.

15 I will scatter you amongst the nations,
and disperse you through the countries. I
will purge your filthiness out of you.

16 You will be profaned in yourself in the
sight of the nations. Then you will know
that I am the LORD.” ’ ”

17The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
18 “Son of man, the house of Israel has

becomedross tome. All of themarebronze,
tin, iron, and lead in the middle of the fur-
nace. They are the dross of silver.

19Therefore the Lord GOD says: ‘Because
you have all become dross, therefore, be-
hold, I will gather you into the middle of
Jerusalem.

20As they gather silver, bronze, iron, lead,
and tin into the middle of the furnace, to
blow the fire on it, to melt it, so I will gather
you inmy anger and inmywrath, and Iwill
lay you there andmelt you.

21 Yes, I will gather you, and blow on you
with the fire of my wrath, and you will be
melted in themiddle of it.

22As silver is melted in the middle of the
furnace, so youwill bemelted in themiddle
of it; and you will know that I, the LORD,
have poured out mywrath on you.’ ”

23The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
24 “Son of man, tell her, ‘You are a land

that is not cleansed nor rained on in the day
of indignation.’

25 There is a conspiracy of her prophets
within it, like a roaring lion ravening the
prey. They have devoured souls. They take
treasure and precious things. They have
mademanywidows within it.

26 Her priests have done violence to my
law and have profaned my holy things.
They havemadenodistinction between the
holy and the common, neither have they
caused men to discern between the un-
clean and the clean, and have hidden their
eyes from my Sabbaths. So I am profaned
amongst them.

27 Her princes within it are like wolves
ravening the prey, to shed blood and to
destroy souls, that they may get dishonest
gain.

28Her prophets have plastered for them
with whitewash, seeing false visions, and
divining lies to them, saying, ‘The LordGOD
says,’ when the LORD has not spoken.

29 The people of the land have used op-
pression and exercised robbery. Yes, they

† 22:7: Literally,made light of father andmother.
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have troubled the poor and needy, and
have oppressed the foreigner wrongfully.

30 “I sought for a man amongst themwho
would build up the wall and stand in the
gap beforeme for the land, that I would not
destroy it; but I found no one.

31 Therefore I have poured out my indig-
nation on them. I have consumed them
with the fire of my wrath. I have brought
their own way on their heads,” says the
Lord GOD.

23
1 The LORD’s word came again to me,

saying,
2“Sonofman, therewere twowomen, the

daughters of onemother.
3 They played the prostitute in Egypt.

They played the prostitute in their youth.
Their breasts were fondled there, and their
youthful nipples were caressed there.

4Their nameswere Oholah the elder, and
Oholibah her sister. They became mine,
and they bore sons and daughters. As
for their names, Samaria is Oholah, and
Jerusalem Oholibah.

5 “Oholah played the prostitute when she
was mine. She doted on her lovers, on the
Assyrians her neighbours,

6whowere clothed with blue—governors
and rulers, all of them desirable young
men, horsemen riding on horses.

7 She gave herself as a prostitute to them,
all of them the choicest men of Assyria. She
defiled herself with the idols of whomever
she lusted after.

8 She hasn’t left her prostitution since
leavingEgypt; for inher youth they laywith
her. They caressed her youthful nipples
and they poured out their prostitution on
her.

9 “Therefore I delivered her into the hand
of her lovers, into the hand of the Assyrians
on whom she doted.

10 These uncovered her nakedness. They
took her sons and her daughters, and they
killed her with the sword. She became a
byword amongstwomen; for they executed
judgements on her.

11 “Her sister Oholibah saw this, yet she
was more corrupt in her lusting than she,
and in her prostitution which was more
depraved than the prostitution of her sister.

12 She lusted after the Assyrians,
governors and rulers—her neighbours,
clothed most gorgeously, horsemen riding
on horses, all of themdesirable youngmen.

13 I saw that she was defiled. They both
went the sameway.

14 “She increased her prostitution; for she
sawmen portrayed on the wall, the images
of the Chaldeans portrayed with red,

15dressedwith belts on their waists, with
flowing turbans on their heads, all of them
looking likeprinces, after the likeness of the
Babylonians in Chaldea, the land of their
birth.

16 As soon as she saw them, she lusted
after them and sent messengers to them
into Chaldea.

17 The Babylonians came to her into the
bed of love, and they defiled her with their
prostitution. She was polluted with them,
and her soul was alienated from them.

18 So she uncovered her prostitution and
uncovered her nakedness. Then my soul
was alienated from her, just like my soul
was alienated from her sister.

19 Yet she multiplied her prostitution, re-
membering the days of her youth, in which
she had played the prostitute in the land of
Egypt.

20 She lusted after their lovers, whose
flesh is as the flesh of donkeys, and whose
issue is like the issue of horses.

21 Thus you called to memory the lewd-
ness of your youth, in the caressing of your
nipples by the Egyptians because of your
youthful breasts.

22 “Therefore, Oholibah, the Lord GOD
says: ‘Behold, I will raise up your lovers
against you, from whom your soul is alien-
ated, and I will bring them against you on
every side:

23 the Babylonians and all the Chaldeans,
Pekod, Shoa, Koa, andall theAssyrianswith
them; all of them desirable young men,
governors and rulers, princes and men of
renown, all of them riding on horses.

24 They will come against you with
weapons, chariots, and wagons, and with
a company of peoples. They will set
themselves against you with buckler,
shield, andhelmet all around. Iwill commit
the judgement to them, and they will judge
you according to their judgements.

25 I will set my jealousy against you, and
they will deal with you in fury. They will
take away your nose and your ears. Your
remnant will fall by the sword. They will
take your sons and your daughters; and the
rest of you will be devoured by the fire.

26They will also strip you of your clothes
and take away your beautiful jewels.

27Thus Iwillmakeyour lewdness to cease
from you, and remove your prostitution
from the land of Egypt, so that you will not
lift up your eyes to them, nor remember
Egypt anymore.’

28 “For the Lord GOD says: ‘Behold, I will
deliver you into the hand of them whom
you hate, into the hand of them fromwhom
your soul is alienated.
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29 They will deal with you in hatred, and
will take away all your labour, and will
leave you naked and bare. The nakedness
of yourprostitutionwill beuncovered, both
your lewdness and your prostitution.

30 These things will be done to you be-
cause you have played the prostitute after
the nations, and because you are polluted
with their idols.

31 You have walked in the way of your
sister; therefore Iwill giveher cup intoyour
hand.’

32 “The Lord GOD says:
‘Youwill drink of your sister’s cup,

which is deep and large.
You will be ridiculed and held in derision.

It contains much.
33 You will be filled with drunkenness and

sorrow,
with the cup of astonishment and deso-
lation,

with the cup of your sister Samaria.
34Youwill even drink it and drain it out.

You will gnaw the broken pieces of it,
and will tear your breasts;

for I have spoken it,’ says the Lord GOD.
35 “Therefore the Lord GOD says: ‘Be-

cause you have forgotten me and cast me
behind your back, therefore you also bear
your lewdness and your prostitution.’ ”

36TheLORD saidmoreover tome: “Sonof
man, will you judge Oholah and Oholibah?
Then declare to them their abominations.

37For they have committed adultery, and
blood is in their hands. They have com-
mitted adultery with their idols. They have
also caused their sons, whom they bore to
me, to pass through the fire to them to be
devoured.

38 Moreover this they have done to me:
they have defiledmy sanctuary in the same
day, and have profanedmy Sabbaths.

39 For when they had slain their children
to their idols, then they came the same day
intomy sanctuary toprofane it; andbehold,
they have done this in the middle of my
house.

40 “Furthermore you sisters have sent for
men who come from far away, to whom
a messenger was sent, and behold, they
came; for whom you washed yourself,
painted your eyes, decorated yourself with
ornaments,

41 and sat on a stately bed, with a table
prepared before it, whereupon you set my
incense andmy oil.

42 “The voice of a multitude being at ease
waswith her. Withmenof the common sort
were brought drunkards from the wilder-
ness; and they put bracelets on their hands,
and beautiful crowns on their heads.

43Then I said of her who was old in adul-
teries, ‘Now they will play the prostitute
with her, and she with them.’

44 They went in to her, as they go in to a
prostitute. So theywent in to Oholah and to
Oholibah, the lewdwomen.

45 Righteous men will judge them with
the judgement of adulteresses and with the
judgement of women who shed blood, be-
cause they are adulteresses, and blood is in
their hands.

46 “For the Lord GOD says: ‘I will bring up
a mob against them, and will give them to
be tossed back and forth and robbed.

47 The company will stone them with
stones and dispatch them with their
swords. They will kill their sons and their
daughters, and burn up their houses with
fire.

48 “ ‘Thus I will cause lewdness to cease
out of the land, that all women may be
taught not to be lewd like you.

49 They will recompense your lewdness
on you, and you will bear the sins of your
idols. Thenyouwill knowthat I amtheLord
GOD.’ ”

24
1 Again, in the ninth year, in the tenth

month, in the tenth day of the month, the
LORD’s word came tome, saying,

2 “Son of man, write the name of the day,
this same day. The king of Babylon drew
close to Jerusalem this same day.

3 Utter a parable to the rebellious house,
and tell them, ‘The Lord GOD says,
“Put the cauldron on the fire.

Put it on,
and also pour water into it.

4Gather its pieces into it,
even every good piece:
the thigh and the shoulder.
Fill it with the choice bones.

5Take the choice of the flock,
and also a pile of wood for the bones
under the cauldron.

Make it boil well.
Yes, let its bones be boiled within it.”

6 “ ‘Therefore the Lord GOD says:
“Woe to the bloody city,

to the cauldron whose rust is in it,
and whose rust hasn’t gone out of it!

Take out of it piece after piece
without casting lots for it.

7 “ ‘ “For the blood she shed is in the middle
of her.

She set it on the bare rock.
She didn’t pour it on the ground,

to cover it with dust.
8That itmay causewrath to comeup to take

vengeance,
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I have set her blood on the bare rock,
that it should not be covered.”

9 “ ‘Therefore the Lord GOD says:
“Woe to the bloody city!

I also will make the pile great.
10Heap on the wood.

Make the fire hot.
Boil the meat well.

Make the broth thick,
and let the bones be burnt.

11Then set it empty on its coals,
that it may be hot,

and its bronzemay burn,
and that its filthiness may bemolten in
it,

that its rust may be consumed.
12 She is weary with toil;

yet her great rust,
rust by fire, doesn’t leave her.

13 “ ‘ “In your filthiness is lewdness. Be-
cause I have cleansed you and you weren’t
cleansed, you won’t be cleansed from your
filthiness any more, until I have caused my
wrath towards you to rest.

14 “ ‘ “I, the LORD, have spoken it. It will
happen, and I will do it. I won’t go back.
I won’t spare. I won’t repent. According
to your ways and according to your doings,
they will judge you,” says the Lord GOD.’ ”

15Also the LORD’s word came to me, say-
ing,

16 “Son of man, behold, I will take away
from you the desire of your eyes with one
stroke; yet you shall neither mourn nor
weep, neither shall your tears run down.

17Sigh, but not aloud. Make nomourning
for the dead. Bind your headdress on you,
and put your sandals on your feet. Don’t
cover your lips, and don’t eat mourner’s
bread.”

18So I spoke to the people in themorning,
and at evening mywife died. So I did in the
morning as I was commanded.

19The people askedme, “Won’t you tell us
what these things mean to us, that you act
like this?”

20 Then I said to them, “The LORD’s word
came tome, saying,

21 ‘Speak to the house of Israel, “The Lord
GOD says: ‘Behold, I will profane my sanc-
tuary, the pride of your power, the desire of
your eyes, and that which your soul pities;
and your sons and your daughters whom
you have left behind will fall by the sword.

22 You will do as I have done. You won’t
cover your lips or eat mourner’s bread.

23Your turbanswill beonyourheads, and
your sandals onyour feet. Youwon’tmourn
or weep; but you will pine away in your
iniquities, andmoan one towards another.

24 Thus Ezekiel will be a sign to you; ac-
cording to all that he has done, you will do.

When this comes, then you will know that I
am the Lord GOD.’ ” ’ ”

25 “You, son of man, shouldn’t it be in the
day when I take from them their strength,
the joyof their glory, thedesireof their eyes,
and that whereupon they set their heart—
their sons and their daughters—

26 that in that day he who escapes will
come to you, to cause you to hear it with
your ears?

27 In that day your mouth will be opened
to himwho has escaped, and youwill speak
and be no more mute. So you will be a sign
to them. Then they will know that I am the
LORD.”

25
1The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
2 “Son of man, set your face towards the

children of Ammon, and prophesy against
them.

3 Tell the children of Ammon, ‘Hear the
word of the Lord GOD! The Lord GOD says,
“Because you said, ‘Aha!’ against my sanc-
tuarywhen itwasprofaned, andagainst the
land of Israel when it was made desolate,
and against the house of Judah when they
went into captivity,

4 therefore, behold, I will deliver you to
the children of the east for a possession.
Theywill set their encampments in you and
make their dwellings in you. They will eat
your fruit and they will drink yourmilk.

5 I will make Rabbah a stable for camels
and the children of Ammon a resting place
for flocks. Then youwill know that I am the
LORD.”

6 For the Lord GOD says: “Because you
have clapped your hands, stampedwith the
feet, and rejoiced with all the contempt of
your soul against the land of Israel,

7 therefore, behold, I have stretched out
my hand on you, and will deliver you for
a plunder to the nations. I will cut you off
from the peoples, and I will cause you to
perish out of the countries. I will destroy
you. Then you will know that I am the
LORD.”

8 “ ‘The Lord GOD says: “Because Moab
and Seir say, ‘Behold, the house of Judah is
like all the nations,’

9 therefore, behold, I will open the side of
Moab from the cities, from his cities which
are on its frontiers, the glory of the country,
Beth Jeshimoth, BaalMeon, andKiriathaim,

10 to the children of the east, to go against
the children of Ammon; and I will give
them for a possession, that the children of
Ammon may not be remembered amongst
the nations.

11 I will execute judgements on Moab.
Then they will know that I am the LORD.”
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12 “ ‘The Lord GOD says: “Because Edom
has dealt against the house of Judah by tak-
ing vengeance, and has greatly offended,
and taken revenge on them,”

13 therefore the Lord GOD says, “I will
stretch out my hand on Edom, and will cut
offman and animal from it; and Iwill make
it desolate fromTeman. Theywill fall by the
sword even to Dedan.

14 I will laymy vengeance on Edomby the
hand of my people Israel. They will do in
Edomaccording tomy anger and according
to my wrath. Then they will know my
vengeance,” says the Lord GOD.

15 “ ‘The Lord GOD says: “Because the
Philistines have taken revenge, and have
taken vengeance with contempt of soul to
destroy with perpetual hostility,”

16 therefore the Lord GOD says, “Behold, I
will stretch out my hand on the Philistines,
and I will cut off the Cherethites, and de-
stroy the remnant of the sea coast.

17 I will execute great vengeance on them
with wrathful rebukes. Then they will
know that I am the LORD, when I lay my
vengeance on them.” ’ ”

26
1 In the eleventh year, in the first of the

month, the LORD’s word came to me, say-
ing,

2 “Son of man, because Tyre has said
against Jerusalem, ‘Aha! She is broken! She
who was the gateway of the peoples has
been returned to me. I will be replenished,
now that she is laid waste;’

3 therefore the Lord GOD says, ‘Behold, I
am against you, Tyre, and will cause many
nations to come up against you, as the sea
causes its waves to come up.

4 They will destroy the walls of Tyre, and
break down her towers. I will also scrape
her dust from her, and make her a bare
rock.

5 She will be a place for the spreading of
nets in themiddle of the sea; for I have spo-
ken it,’ says the Lord GOD. ‘She will become
plunder for the nations.

6Her daughters who are in the field will
be slain with the sword. Then they will
know that I am the LORD.’

7 “For the Lord GOD says: ‘Behold, I
will bring on Tyre Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon, king of kings, from the north, with
horses, with chariots, with horsemen, and
an armywithmany people.

8 He will kill your daughters in the field
with the sword. He will make forts against
you, cast up amound against you, and raise
up the buckler against you.

9Hewill set his battering engines against
your walls, and with his axes he will break
down your towers.

10 By reason of the abundance of his
horses, their dustwill cover you. Yourwalls
will shake at the noise of the horsemen, of
the wagons, and of the chariots, when he
enters into your gates, as men enter into a
city which is broken open.

11Hewill treaddownall your streetswith
the hoofs of his horses. He will kill your
people with the sword. The pillars of your
strength will go down to the ground.

12Theywillmakeaplunderof your riches
and make a prey of your merchandise.
They will break down your walls and de-
stroy your pleasant houses. They will lay
your stones, your timber, and your dust in
themiddle of the waters.

13 I will cause the noise of your songs to
cease. The sound of your harps won’t be
heard anymore.

14 I will make you a bare rock. Youwill be
aplace for the spreading of nets. Youwill be
built no more; for I the LORD have spoken
it,’ says the Lord GOD.

15 “The Lord GOD says to Tyre: ‘Won’t
the islands shake at the sound of your fall,
when thewoundedgroan,when the slaugh-
ter is made within you?

16Thenall theprinces of the seawill come
down from their thrones, and lay aside
their robes, and strip off their embroidered
garments. Theywill clothe themselveswith
trembling. They will sit on the ground, and
will tremble every moment, and be aston-
ished at you.

17 They will take up a lamentation over
you, and tell you,
“How you are destroyed,

who were inhabited by seafaringmen,
the renowned city,

who was strong in the sea,
she and her inhabitants,

whocaused their terror tobeonallwho
lived there!”

18Now the islandswill tremble in the day of
your fall.

Yes, the islands that are in the sea will
be dismayed at your departure.’

19 “For the Lord GOD says: ‘When I make
you a desolate city, like the cities that are
not inhabited, when I bring up the deep on
you, and the great waters cover you,

20 then I will bring you down with those
who descend into the pit, to the people of
old time, and will make you dwell in the
lower parts of the earth, in the places that
are desolate of old, with thosewho go down
to the pit, that you be not inhabited; and I
will set glory in the land of the living.
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21 I will make you a terror, and you will
no more have any being. Though you are
sought for, yet you will never be found
again,’ says the Lord GOD.”

27
1 The LORD’s word came again to me,

saying,
2 “You, son of man, take up a lamentation

over Tyre;
3and tell Tyre, ‘Youwhodwell at the entry

of the sea, who are the merchant of the
peoples tomany islands, theLordGODsays:
“You, Tyre, have said,

‘I am perfect in beauty.’
4Your borders are in the heart of the seas.

Your builders have perfected your
beauty.

5They havemade all your planks of cypress
trees from Senir.

They have taken a cedar fromLebanon
tomake amast for you.

6 They have made your oars of the oaks of
Bashan.

They have made your benches of ivory
inlaid in cypress wood from the is-
lands of Kittim.

7 Your sail was of fine linen with embroi-
dered work from Egypt,

that it might be to you for a banner.
Blue and purple from the islands of
Elishah was your awning.

8 The inhabitants of Sidon and Arvad were
your rowers.

Your wise men, Tyre, were in you.
They were your pilots.

9The oldmen of Gebal
and itswisemenwereyourrepairersof
ship seams in you.

All the ships of the sea with their mariners
were in you

to deal in yourmerchandise.

10 “ ‘ “Persia, Lud, and Put were in your
army,

yourmen of war.
They hung the shield and helmet in you.

They showed your beauty.
11 The men of Arvad with your army were

on your walls all around,
and valiant menwere in your towers.

They hung their shields on your walls all
around.

They have perfected your beauty.
12“ ‘ “Tarshishwasyourmerchant by rea-

son of the multitude of all kinds of riches.
They traded for your wares with silver,
iron, tin, and lead.

13 “ ‘ “Javan, Tubal, and Meshech were
your traders. They traded the persons of
men and vessels of bronze for your mer-
chandise.

14 “ ‘ “They of the house of Togarmah
traded for your wares with horses, war
horses, andmules.

15 “ ‘ “The men of Dedan traded with you.
Many islands were the market of your
hand. They brought you horns of ivory and
ebony in exchange.

16 “ ‘ “Syria was yourmerchant by reason
of the multitude of your handiworks. They
traded for your wares with emeralds, pur-
ple, embroidered work, fine linen, coral,
and rubies.

17 “ ‘ “Judah and the land of Israel were
your traders. They traded wheat of Min-
nith, confections, honey, oil, and balm for
yourmerchandise.

18 “ ‘ “Damascus was your merchant for
the multitude of your handiworks by rea-
son of the multitude of all kinds of riches,
with the wine of Helbon, and white wool.

19 “ ‘ “Vedan and Javan traded with yarn
for your wares; wrought iron, cassia, and
calamus were amongst yourmerchandise.

20 “ ‘ “Dedan was your merchant in pre-
cious saddle blankets for riding.

21 “ ‘ “Arabia and all the princes of Kedar
were your favourite dealers in lambs, rams,
and goats. In these, they were your mer-
chants.

22 “ ‘ “The traders of Sheba and Raamah
were your traders. They traded for your
wareswith thebest of all spices, all precious
stones, and gold.

23 “ ‘ “Haran, Canneh, Eden, the traders
of Sheba, Asshur and Chilmad, were your
traders.

24 These were your traders in choice
wares, in wrappings of blue and embroi-
dered work, and in cedar chests of rich
clothing bound with cords, amongst your
merchandise.
25 “ ‘ “The ships of Tarshish were your cara-

vans for yourmerchandise.
You were replenished
and made very glorious in the heart of
the seas.

26Your rowers have brought you into great
waters.

The east wind has broken you in the
heart of the seas.

27 Your riches, your wares, your merchan-
dise,

your mariners, your pilots, your re-
pairers of ship seams,

the dealers in yourmerchandise,
andall yourmenofwarwhoare inyou,

with all your company which is amongst
you,

will fall into the heart of the seas in the
day of your ruin.

28At the sound of the cry of your pilots,
the pasture lands will shake.
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29All who handle the oars,
the mariners and all the pilots of the
sea,

will come down from their ships.
They will stand on the land,

30andwill cause their voice to be heard
over you,

and will cry bitterly.
They will cast up dust on their heads.

They will wallow in the ashes.
31They will make themselves bald for you,

and clothe themselves with sackcloth.
Theywill weep for you in bitterness of soul,

with bitter mourning.
32 In theirwailing theywill take up a lamen-

tation for you,
and lament over you, saying,

‘Who is there like Tyre,
like herwho is brought to silence in the
middle of the sea?’

33When your wares came from the seas,
you filledmany peoples.

You enriched the kings of the earth
with themultitudeofyour richesandof
yourmerchandise.

34 In the time that you were broken by the
seas,

in the depths of the waters,
your merchandise and all your com-
pany fell within you.

35 All the inhabitants of the islands are as-
tonished at you,

and their kings are horribly afraid.
They are troubled in their face.

36 The merchants amongst the peoples hiss
at you.

You have come to a terrible end,
and youwill be nomore.” ’ ”

28
1 The LORD’s word came again to me,

saying,
2 “Son ofman, tell the prince of Tyre, ‘The

Lord GOD says:
“Because your heart is lifted up,

and you have said, ‘I am a god,
I sit in the seat of God,

in themiddle of the seas;’
yet you areman,

and no god,
though you set your heart as the heart
of a god—

3behold, you are wiser than Daniel.
There is no secret that is hidden from
you.

4By your wisdom and by your understand-
ing you have gotten yourself riches,

and have gotten gold and silver into
your treasuries.

5By your great wisdom

andbyyour tradingyouhave increased
your riches,

and your heart is lifted up because of
your riches—”

6 “ ‘therefore the Lord GOD says:
“Because you have set your heart as the

heart of God,
7 therefore, behold, I will bring
strangers on you,

the terrible of the nations.
They will draw their swords against the

beauty of your wisdom.
They will defile your brightness.

8They will bring you down to the pit.
You will die the death of those who are
slain

in the heart of the seas.
9Will you yet say before himwho kills you,

‘I am God’?
But you areman, and not God,
in the hand of himwhowounds you.

10 You will die the death of the uncircum-
cised

by the hand of strangers;
for I have spoken it,” says the Lord
GOD.’ ”

11Moreover theLORD’sword came tome,
saying,

12 “Son of man, take up a lamentation
over thekingofTyre, and tell him, ‘TheLord
GOD says:
“Youwere the seal of full measure,

full of wisdom,
and perfect in beauty.

13Youwere in Eden,
the garden of God.

Every precious stone adorned you:
ruby, topaz, emerald,
chrysolite, onyx, jasper,
sapphire,† turquoise, and beryl.

Gold work of tambourines
and of pipes was in you.
Theywere prepared in the day that you
were created.

14 You were the anointed cherub who cov-
ers.

Then I set you up on the holymountain
of God.

You have walked up and down in the
middle of the stones of fire.

15 You were perfect in your ways from the
day that you were created,

until unrighteousness was found in
you.

16 By the abundance of your commerce,
your insides were filled with vio-
lence,

and you have sinned.
Therefore I have cast you as profane out of

God’s mountain.
† 28:13: or, lapis lazuli
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I have destroyed you, covering cherub,
from themiddle of the stones of fire.

17 Your heart was lifted up because of your
beauty.

You have corrupted your wisdom by
reason of your splendour.

I have cast you to the ground.
I have laid you before kings,
that theymay see you.

18By themultitude of your iniquities,
in the unrighteousness of your com-
merce,

you have profaned your sanctuaries.
Therefore I havebrought out afire from the

middle of you.
It has devoured you.

I have turned you to ashes on the earth
in the sight of all those who see you.

19 All those who know you amongst the
peoples will be astonished at you.

You have become a terror,
and you will exist nomore.” ’ ”

20The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
21 “Son of man, set your face towards

Sidon, and prophesy against it,
22and say, ‘The Lord GOD says:

“Behold, I am against you, Sidon.
I will be glorified amongst you.

Then they will know that I am the LORD,
when I have executed judgements in
her,

and am sanctified in her.
23For I will send pestilence into her,

and blood into her streets.
The wounded will fall within her,

with the sword on her on every side.
Then they will know that I am the
LORD.

24 “ ‘ “There will no longer be a pricking
brier to the house of Israel, nor a hurting
thorn of any that are around them that
scorned them. Then they will know that I
am the Lord GOD.”

25 “ ‘The Lord GOD says: “When I have
gathered the house of Israel from the peo-
ples amongst whom they are scattered, and
amshownasholyamongst themin the sight
of the nations, then they will dwell in their
own landwhich I gave tomy servant Jacob.

26They will dwell in it securely. Yes, they
will build houses, plant vineyards, and will
dwell securelywhen I have executed judge-
ments on all those around them who have
treated themwith contempt. Then theywill
know that I am the LORD their God.” ’ ”

29
1 In the tenth year, in the tenth month,

on the twelfth day of themonth, the LORD’s
word came tome, saying,

2 “Son of man, set your face against
Pharaoh king of Egypt, and prophesy
against him and against all Egypt.

3 Speak and say, ‘The Lord GOD says:
“Behold, I am against you, Pharaoh king of

Egypt,
the great monster that lies in the mid-
dle of his rivers,

that has said, ‘My river is my own,
and I havemade it for myself.’

4 I will put hooks in your jaws,
and I will make the fish of your rivers
stick to your scales.

I will bring you up out of themiddle of your
rivers,

with all the fish of your rivers which
stick to your scales.

5 I’ll cast you out into the wilderness,
you and all the fish of your rivers.

You’ll fall on the open field.
You won’t be brought together or gath-
ered.

I have given you for food to the animals of
the earth

and to the birds of the sky.
6 “ ‘ “All the inhabitants of Egypt will

know that I am the LORD, because they
have been a staff of reed to the house of
Israel.

7 When they took hold of you by your
hand, you broke and tore all their shoul-
ders. When they leaned on you, you broke
and paralysed all of their thighs.”

8 “ ‘Therefore the Lord GOD says: “Be-
hold, I will bring a sword on you, and will
cut offman and animal from you.

9 The land of Egypt will be a desolation
and a waste. Then they will know that I am
the LORD.

“ ‘ “Because he has said, ‘The river is
mine, and I havemade it,’

10 therefore, behold, I am against you and
against your rivers. I will make the land of
Egypt an utter waste and desolation, from
the tower of Seveneh even to the border of
Ethiopia.

11No foot ofmanwill pass through it, nor
will anyanimal footpass through it. Itwon’t
be inhabited for forty years.

12 I will make the land of Egypt a deso-
lation in the middle of the countries that
are desolate. Her cities amongst the cities
that are laidwastewill be a desolation forty
years. I will scatter the Egyptians amongst
the nations, andwill disperse them through
the countries.”

13 “ ‘For the Lord GOD says: “At the end of
forty years I will gather the Egyptians from
the peoples where they were scattered.

14 Iwill reverse the captivity of Egypt, and
will cause them to return into the land of
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Pathros, into the land of their birth. There
they will be a lowly kingdom.

15 It will be the lowest of the kingdoms.
It won’t lift itself up above the nations any
more. I will diminish them so that they will
no longer rule over the nations.

16 It will no longer be the confidence of
the house of Israel, bringing iniquity to
memory,when they turn to look after them.
Then they will know that I am the Lord
GOD.” ’ ”

17 It came to pass in the twenty-seventh
year, in the first month, in the first day of
the month, the LORD’s word came to me,
saying,

18 “Son of man, Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon caused his army to serve a great
service against Tyre. Every head wasmade
bald, and every shoulder was worn; yet he
had no wages, nor did his army, from Tyre,
for the service that he had served against it.

19Therefore the LordGODsays: ‘Behold, I
will give the land of Egypt to Nebuchadnez-
zar king of Babylon. He will carry off her
multitude, take her plunder, and take her
prey. That will be the wages for his army.

20 I havegivenhim the landofEgypt ashis
payment for which he served, because they
worked for me,’ says the Lord GOD.

21“In that day Iwill cause ahorn to sprout
for the house of Israel, and I will open your
mouth amongst them. Then they will know
that I am the LORD.”

30
1 The LORD’s word came again to me,

saying,
2 “Son of man, prophesy, and say, ‘The

Lord GOD says:
“Wail, ‘Alas for the day!’

3For the day is near,
even the LORD’s day is near.

It will be a day of clouds,
a time of the nations.

4A sword will come on Egypt,
and anguish will be in Ethiopia,
when the slain fall in Egypt.

They take away hermultitude,
and her foundations are broken down.

5 “ ‘ “Ethiopia, Put, Lud, all themixed peo-
ple, Cub, and the children of the land that is
allied with them, will fall with them by the
sword.”

6 “ ‘The LORD says:
“They also who uphold Egypt will fall.

Theprideofherpowerwill comedown.
They will fall by the sword in it from the

tower of Seveneh,”
says the Lord GOD.

7 “They will be desolate in themiddle of the
countries that are desolate.

Her citieswill be amongst the cities that
are wasted.

8They will know that I am the LORD
when I have set a fire in Egypt,
and all her helpers are destroyed.

9 “ ‘ “In that day messengers will go out
from before me in ships to make the care-
less Ethiopians afraid. There will be an-
guish on them, as in the day of Egypt; for,
behold, it comes.”

10 “ ‘The Lord GOD says:
“I will also make the multitude of Egypt to

cease,
by the hand ofNebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon.

11He and his people with him,
the terrible of the nations,

will be brought in to destroy the land.
They will draw their swords against
Egypt,

and fill the land with the slain.
12 I will make the rivers dry,

and will sell the land into the hand of
evil men.

I will make the land desolate,
and all that is therein,
by the hand of foreigners.
I, the LORD, have spoken it.”

13 “ ‘The Lord GOD says:
“I will also destroy the idols,

and I will cause the images to cease
fromMemphis.

There will be no more a prince from the
land of Egypt.

I will put a fear in the land of Egypt.
14 I will make Pathros desolate,

and will set a fire in Zoan,
and will execute judgements on No.

15 I will pourmywrath on Sin,
the stronghold of Egypt.
I will cut off themultitude of No.

16 I will set a fire in Egypt
Sin will be in great anguish.

No will be broken up.
Memphis will have adversaries in the
daytime.

17 The young men of Aven and of Pibeseth
will fall by the sword.

They will go into captivity.
18 At Tehaphnehes also the day will with-

draw itself,
when I break the yokes of Egypt there.

The pride of her power will cease in her.
As for her, a cloud will cover her,
and her daughters will go into captiv-
ity.

19Thus I will execute judgements on Egypt.
Then they will know that I am the
LORD.” ’ ”
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20 In the eleventh year, in the first month,
in the seventh day of themonth, the LORD’s
word came tome, saying,

21 “Son of man, I have broken the arm of
Pharaoh king of Egypt. Behold, it has not
been bound up, to apply medicines, to put
a bandage to bind it, that it may become
strong to hold the sword.

22Therefore the LordGODsays: ‘Behold, I
am against Pharaoh king of Egypt, and will
break his arms, the strong arm, and that
which was broken. I will cause the sword
to fall out of his hand.

23 I will scatter the Egyptians amongst the
nations, andwill disperse them through the
countries.

24 I will strengthen the arms of the king of
Babylon, and putmy sword in his hand; but
Iwill break thearmsofPharaoh, andhewill
groan before the king of Babylon with the
groaning of a mortally woundedman.

25 I will hold up the arms of the king of
Babylon, but the arms of Pharaoh will fall
down. Then they will know that I am the
LORDwhen I putmy sword into the hand of
the king of Babylon, and he stretches it out
on the land of Egypt.

26 I will scatter the Egyptians amongst
the nations and disperse them through the
countries. Then theywill knowthat I amthe
LORD.’ ”

31
1 In the eleventh year, in the thirdmonth,

in the first day of the month, the LORD’s
word came tome, saying,

2 “Son of man, tell Pharaoh king of Egypt
and his multitude:
‘Whom are you like in your greatness?
3 Behold, the Assyrian was a cedar in

Lebanon
with beautiful branches,

and with a forest-like shade,
of high stature;
and its top was amongst the thick
boughs.

4The waters nourished it.
The deepmade it to grow.

Its rivers ran all around its plantation.
It sent out its channels to all the trees of
the field.

5Therefore its staturewas exalted above all
the trees of the field;

and its boughs weremultiplied.
Its branches became long by reason of

many waters,
when it spread them out.

6All the birds of the skymade their nests in
its boughs.

Under its branches, all the animals of
the field gave birth to their young.

All great nations lived under its
shadow.

7Thus it was beautiful in its greatness,
in the length of its branches;
for its root was bymanywaters.

8The cedars in the garden of God could not
hide it.

The cypress trees were not like its
branches.

The pine trees were not like its branches;
nor was any tree in the garden of God
like it in its beauty.

9 I made it beautiful by the multitude of its
branches,

so that all the trees of Eden,
that were in the garden of God, envied
it.’

10 “Therefore thus said the LordGOD: ‘Be-
cause he is exalted in stature, and he has set
his top amongst the thick branches, and his
heart is lifted up in his height,

11 I will deliver him into the hand of the
mighty one of the nations. He will surely
deal with him. I have driven him out for his
wickedness.

12 Foreigners, the tyrants of the nations,
have cut him off and have left him. His
branches have fallen on themountains and
in all the valleys, andhis boughs are broken
by all the watercourses of the land. All the
peoples of the earth have gone down from
his shadow and have left him.

13All the birds of the skywill dwell on his
ruin, and all the animals of the field will be
on his branches,

14 to the end that none of all the trees by
thewaters exalt themselves in their stature,
and don’t set their top amongst the thick
boughs. Their mighty ones don’t stand up
on their height, even all who drink water;
for they are all delivered to death, to the
lower parts of the earth, amongst the chil-
dren ofmen,with thosewho go down to the
pit.’

15 “The Lord GOD says: ‘In the day when
he went down to Sheol,† I caused a mourn-
ing. I covered the deep for him, and I
restrained its rivers. The great waters were
stopped. I caused Lebanon to mourn for
him, and all the trees of the field fainted for
him.

16 Imade thenations to shakeat the sound
of his fall, when I cast him down to Sheol‡
with those who descend into the pit. All
the trees of Eden, the choice and best of
Lebanon, all that drink water, were com-
forted in the lower parts of the earth.

† 31:15: Sheol is the place of the dead. ‡ 31:16: Sheol is the place of the dead.
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17 They also went down into Sheol with
him to those who are slain by the sword;
yes, those who were his arm, who lived un-
der his shadow in themiddle of the nations.

18 “ ‘To whom are you thus like in glory
and in greatness amongst the trees of Eden?
Yet youwill be brought downwith the trees
of Eden to the lower parts of the earth. You
will lie in the middle of the uncircumcised,
with those who are slain by the sword.

“ ‘This is Pharaoh and all his multitude,’
says the Lord GOD.”

32
1 In the twelfth year, in the twelfthmonth,

in the first day of the month, the LORD’s
word came tome, saying,

2 “Son ofman, take up a lamentation over
Pharaoh king of Egypt, and tell him,
‘You were likened to a young lion of the

nations;
yet you are as amonster in the seas.

You broke out with your rivers,
and troubled thewaterswith your feet,
and fouled their rivers.’ ”

3The Lord GOD says:
“I will spread out my net on you with a
company of many peoples.

They will bring you up inmy net.
4 I will leave you on the land.

I will cast you out on the open field,
and will cause all the birds of the sky to

settle on you.
I will satisfy the animals of the whole
earth with you.

5 I will lay your flesh on themountains,
and fill the valleys with your height.

6 I will also water the land in which you
swimwith your blood,

even to themountains.
The watercourses will be full of you.

7 When I extinguish you, I will cover the
heavens

andmake its stars dark.
I will cover the sun with a cloud,

and themoonwon’t give its light.
8 I will make all the bright lights of the sky

dark over you,
and set darkness on your land,” says
the Lord GOD.

9 “I will also trouble the hearts of many
peoples,

when I bring your destruction amongst
the nations,

into the countries which you have not
known.

10Yes, I will make many peoples amazed at
you,

and their kings will be horribly afraid
for you,

when I brandishmy sword before them.
They will tremble at everymoment,

everyman for his own life,
in the day of your fall.”

11For the Lord GOD says:
“The sword of the king of Babylon will
come on you.

12 I will cause your multitude to fall by the
swords of themighty.

They are all the ruthless of the nations.
They will bring the pride of Egypt to noth-

ing,
and all its multitude will be destroyed.

13 I will destroy also all its animals from
besidemanywaters.

The foot ofmanwon’t trouble themany
more,

nor will the hoofs of animals trouble
them.

14Then I will make their waters clear,
and cause their rivers to run like oil,”
says the Lord GOD.

15 “When I make the land of Egypt desolate
and waste,

a land destitute of that of which it was
full,

when I strike all those who dwell therein,
then theywill know that I am theLORD.

16 “ ‘ “This is the lamentation with which
they will lament. The daughters of the
nations will lament with this. They will
lament with it over Egypt, and over all her
multitude,” says the Lord GOD.’ ”

17Also in the twelfth year, in the fifteenth
day of the month, the LORD’s word came to
me, saying,

18 “Son of man, wail for the multitude of
Egypt, and cast them down, even her and
the daughters of the famous nations, to the
lower parts of the earth, with those who go
down into the pit.

19Whomdoyoupass inbeauty? Godown,
and be laid with the uncircumcised.

20 They will fall amongst those who are
slain by the sword. She is delivered to the
sword. Draw her away with all her multi-
tudes.

21 The strong amongst the mighty will
speak to him out of the middle of Sheol†
with those who help him. They have gone
down. The uncircumcised lie still, slain by
the sword.

22 “Asshur is there with all her company.
Her graves are all around her. All of them
are slain, fallen by the sword,

23 whose graves are set in the uttermost
parts of the pit, and her company is around
her grave, all of them slain, fallen by the

† 32:21: Sheol is the place of the dead.
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sword, who caused terror in the land of the
living.

24 “There is Elam and all her multitude
around her grave; all of them slain, fallen
by the sword, who have gone down uncir-
cumcised into the lower parts of the earth,
who caused their terror in the land of the
living, and have borne their shame with
those who go down to the pit.

25 They have made Elam a bed amongst
the slain with all her multitude. Her graves
are around her, all of them uncircumcised,
slain by the sword; for their terror was
caused in the land of the living, and they
have borne their shame with those who go
down to the pit. He is put amongst those
who are slain.

26 “There is Meshech, Tubal, and all their
multitude. Their graves are around them,
all of them uncircumcised, slain by the
sword; for they caused their terror in the
land of the living.

27 They will not lie with the mighty who
are fallen of the uncircumcised, who have
gone down to Sheol with their weapons of
war and have laid their swords under their
heads. Their iniquities are on their bones;
for theywere the terror of themighty in the
land of the living.

28 “But you will be broken amongst the
uncircumcised, and will lie with those who
are slain by the sword.

29 “There is Edom, her kings, and all her
princes, who in their might are laid with
those who are slain by the sword. Theywill
lie with the uncircumcised, and with those
who go down to the pit.

30 “There are the princes of the north, all
of them, and all the Sidonians, who have
gone down with the slain. They are put to
shame in the terror which they caused by
their might. They lie uncircumcised with
those who are slain by the sword, and bear
their shame with those who go down to the
pit.

31 “Pharaoh will see them and will be
comforted over all his multitude, even
Pharaoh and all his army, slain by the
sword,” says the Lord GOD.

32 “For I have put his terror in the land
of the living. He will be laid amongst the
uncircumcised, with thosewho are slain by
the sword, even Pharaoh and all his multi-
tude,” says the Lord GOD.

33
1The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
2 “Son of man, speak to the children of

your people, and tell them, ‘When I bring
the sword on a land, and the people of the
land take a man from amongst them, and
set him for their watchman,

3 if, when he sees the sword come on the
land, he blows the trumpet and warns the
people,

4 then whoever hears the sound of the
trumpet and doesn’t heed the warning, if
the sword comes and takes him away, his
blood will be on his own head.

5He heard the sound of the trumpet and
didn’t take warning. His blood will be on
him;whereas if hehadheeded thewarning,
he would have delivered his soul.

6 But if the watchman sees the sword
come and doesn’t blow the trumpet, and
the people aren’t warned, and the sword
comes and takes any person from amongst
them, he is taken away in his iniquity, but
his blood I will require at the watchman’s
hand.’

7 “So you, son of man, I have set you a
watchman to the house of Israel. Therefore
hear the word from my mouth, and give
themwarnings fromme.

8When I tell the wicked, ‘O wicked man,
you will surely die,’ and you don’t speak to
warn the wicked from his way, that wicked
man will die in his iniquity, but I will re-
quire his blood at your hand.

9Nevertheless, if you warn the wicked of
his way to turn from it, and he doesn’t turn
from his way; he will die in his iniquity, but
you have delivered your soul.

10 “You, son of man, tell the house of Is-
rael: ‘You say this, “Our transgressions and
our sins are on us, and we pine away in
them. How then can we live?” ’

11 Tell them, ‘ “As I live,” says the Lord
GOD, “I have no pleasure in the death of
the wicked, but that the wicked turn from
his way and live. Turn, turn from your
evil ways! For why will you die, house of
Israel?” ’

12 “You, son of man, tell the children of
your people, ‘The righteousness of the righ-
teous will not deliver him in the day of his
disobedience. And as for the wickedness of
the wicked, he will not fall by it in the day
that he turns from his wickedness; neither
will he who is righteous be able to live by it
in the day that he sins.

13 When I tell the righteous that he will
surely live, if he trusts in his righteousness
and commits iniquity, none of his righteous
deeds will be remembered; but he will die
in his iniquity that he has committed.

14 Again, when I say to the wicked, “You
will surely die,” if he turns from his sin and
does that which is lawful and right,

15 if the wicked restore the pledge, give
again that which he had taken by robbery,
walk in the statutes of life, committing no
iniquity, he will surely live. He will not die.
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16None of his sins that he has committed
will be remembered against him. He has
done that which is lawful and right. Hewill
surely live.

17 “ ‘Yet the children of your people say,
“The way of the Lord is not fair;” but as for
them, their way is not fair.

18 When the righteous turns from his
righteousness and commits iniquity, hewill
even die therein.

19 When the wicked turns from his
wickedness and does that which is lawful
and right, he will live by it.

20Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is not
fair.” House of Israel, I will judge every one
of you after his ways.’ ”

21 In the twelfth year of our captivity,
in the tenth month, in the fifth day of
the month, one who had escaped out of
Jerusalem came tome, saying, “The city has
been defeated!”

22Now the LORD’s hand had been on me
in the evening, before he who had escaped
came; and he had opened my mouth until
he came to me in the morning; and my
mouth was opened, and I was no longer
mute.

23The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
24 “Son of man, those who inhabit the

waste places in the land of Israel speak,
saying, ‘Abrahamwasone, andhe inherited
the land; butwearemany. The land is given
us for inheritance.’

25 Therefore tell them, ‘The Lord GOD
says: “You eat with the blood, and lift up
your eyes to your idols, and shed blood. So
should you possess the land?

26 You stand on your sword, you work
abomination, and every one of you defiles
his neighbour’s wife. So should you possess
the land?” ’

27 “You shall tell them, ‘The Lord GOD
says: “As I live, surely those who are in
the waste places will fall by the sword. I
will give whoever is in the open field to the
animals to be devoured, and those who are
in the strongholds and in the caves will die
of the pestilence.

28 I will make the land a desolation and
an astonishment. The pride of her power
will cease. The mountains of Israel will be
desolate, so that no one will pass through.

29 Then they will know that I am the
LORD, when I have made the land a deso-
lation and an astonishment because of all
their abominations which they have com-
mitted.” ’

30 “As for you, son of man, the children of
your people talk about you by thewalls and
in the doors of the houses, and speak to one
another, everyone to his brother, saying,

‘Please comeandhearwhat theword is that
comes out from the LORD.’

31 They come to you as the people come,
and they sit before you as my people, and
they hear your words, but don’t do them;
for with their mouth they showmuch love,
but their heart goes after their gain.

32Behold, you are to themas a very lovely
song of one who has a pleasant voice, and
can play well on an instrument; for they
hear your words, but they don’t do them.

33 “When this comes to pass—behold, it
comes—then they will know that a prophet
has been amongst them.”

34
1The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
2 “Son ofman, prophesy against the shep-

herds of Israel. Prophesy, and tell them,
even the shepherds, ‘The Lord GOD says:
“Woe to the shepherds of Israel who feed
themselves! Shouldn’t the shepherds feed
the sheep?

3You eat the fat. You clothe yourself with
the wool. You kill the fatlings, but you don’t
feed the sheep.

4 You haven’t strengthened the diseased.
Youhaven’t healed thatwhichwas sick. You
haven’t bound up that which was broken.
You haven’t brought back that which was
drivenaway. Youhaven’t sought thatwhich
was lost, but youhave ruled over themwith
force and with rigor.

5They were scattered, because there was
no shepherd. They became food to all the
animals of the field, and were scattered.

6 My sheep wandered through all the
mountains and on every high hill. Yes, my
sheep were scattered on all the surface of
the earth. There was no one who searched
or sought.”

7 “ ‘Therefore, you shepherds, hear the
LORD’s word:

8 “As I live,” says the Lord GOD, “surely
because my sheep became a prey, and my
sheep became food to all the animals of
the field, because there was no shepherd,
and my shepherds didn’t search for my
sheep, but the shepherds fed themselves,
and didn’t feedmy sheep,

9 therefore, you shepherds, hear the
LORD’s word!”

10 The Lord GOD says: “Behold, I am
against the shepherds. I will require my
sheep at their hand, and cause them to
cease from feeding the sheep. The shep-
herds won’t feed themselves any more. I
will deliver my sheep from their mouth,
that theymay not be food for them.”

11 “ ‘For the Lord GOD says: “Behold, I
myself, even I,will search formysheep, and
will seek them out.
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12 As a shepherd seeks out his flock in
the day that he is amongst his sheep that
are scattered abroad, so I will seek out
my sheep. I will deliver them out of all
places where they have been scattered in
the cloudy and dark day.

13 I will bring them out from the peoples,
and gather them from the countries, and
will bring them into their own land. I will
feed them on the mountains of Israel, by
the watercourses, and in all the inhabited
places of the country.

14 I will feed themwith good pasture, and
their fold will be on the mountains of the
height of Israel. There they will lie down in
a good fold. They will feed on rich pasture
on themountains of Israel.

15 I myself will be the shepherd of my
sheep, and I will cause them to lie down,”
says the Lord GOD.

16“Iwill seek thatwhichwas lost, andwill
bring back that which was driven away,
and will bind up that which was broken,
andwill strengthen thatwhichwas sick; but
I will destroy the fat and the strong. I will
feed them in justice.” ’

17 “As for you, O my flock, the Lord GOD
says: ‘Behold, I judge between sheep and
sheep, the rams and themale goats.

18Does it seemasmall thing toyou tohave
fed on the good pasture, but youmust tread
down with your feet the residue of your
pasture? And to have drunk of the clear
waters, but must you foul the residue with
your feet?

19 As for my sheep, they eat that which
you have trodden with your feet, and they
drink thatwhich youhave fouledwith your
feet.’

20 “Therefore the Lord GOD says to them:
‘Behold, I, even I, will judge between the fat
sheep and the lean sheep.

21 Because you thrust with side and with
shoulder, and push all the diseased with
your horns, until you have scattered them
abroad,

22 therefore I will save my flock, and they
will nomore be a prey. I will judge between
sheep and sheep.

23 I will set up one shepherd over them,
and he will feed them, even my servant
David. He will feed them, and he will be
their shepherd.

24 I, the LORD, will be their God, and my
servant David prince amongst them. I, the
LORD, have spoken it.

25 “ ‘I will make with them a covenant of
peace, and will cause evil animals to cease
out of the land. They will dwell securely in
the wilderness and sleep in the woods.

26 Iwillmake themand the places around
my hill a blessing. I will cause the shower

to come down in its season. There will be
showers of blessing.

27 The tree of the field will yield its fruit,
and the earth will yield its increase, and
they will be secure in their land. Then they
will know that I am the LORD, when I have
broken the bars of their yoke, and have
delivered themoutof thehandof thosewho
made slaves of them.

28 They will no more be a prey to the na-
tions, neither will the animals of the earth
devour them; but they will dwell securely,
and no one will make them afraid.

29 I will raise up to them a plantation
for renown, and they will no more be con-
sumed with famine in the land, and not
bear the shame of the nations anymore.

30 They will know that I, the LORD, their
God amwith them, and that they, the house
of Israel, aremy people, says the Lord GOD.

31Youmy sheep, the sheep ofmy pasture,
are men, and I am your God,’ says the Lord
GOD.”

35
1Moreover the LORD’s word came to me,

saying,
2“Sonofman, set your faceagainstMount

Seir, and prophesy against it,
3 and tell it, ‘The Lord GOD says: “Behold,

I am against you, Mount Seir, and I will
stretch out my hand against you. I will
make you a desolation and an astonish-
ment.

4 I will lay your cities waste, and you will
be desolate. Then you will know that I am
the LORD.

5 “ ‘ “Because you have had a perpetual
hostility, and have given over the children
of Israel to the power of the sword in the
time of their calamity, in the time of the
iniquity of the end,

6 therefore, as I live,” says the Lord GOD,
“I will prepare you for blood, and blood
will pursue you. Since you have not hated
blood, therefore blood will pursue you.

7Thus IwillmakeMount Seir anastonish-
ment and a desolation. I will cut off from
it him who passes through and him who
returns.

8 I will fill its mountains with its slain.
The slain with the sword will fall in your
hills and in your valleys and in all your
watercourses.

9 I will make you a perpetual desolation,
and your cities will not be inhabited. Then
youwill know that I am the LORD.

10 “ ‘ “Because you have said, ‘These two
nations and these two countries will be
mine, and we will possess it,’ although the
LORDwas there,
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11 therefore, as I live,” says the Lord GOD,
“I will do according to your anger, and
according to your envy which you have
shownout of yourhatred against them; and
I will make myself known amongst them
when I judge you.

12 You will know that I, the LORD, have
heard all your insults which you have spo-
ken against themountains of Israel, saying,
‘They have been laid desolate. They have
been given to us to devour.’

13You havemagnified yourselves against
me with your mouth, and have multiplied
your words against me. I have heard it.”

14 The Lord GOD says: “When the whole
earth rejoices, I will make you desolate.

15As you rejoiced over the inheritance of
the house of Israel because it was desolate,
so I will do to you. You will be desolate,
Mount Seir, and all Edom, even all of it.
Then they will know that I am the LORD.’ ”

36
1You, son of man, prophesy to the moun-

tains of Israel, and say, “You mountains of
Israel, hear the LORD’s word.

2The Lord GOD says: ‘Because the enemy
has said against you, “Aha!” and, “The an-
cient high places are ours in possession!” ’

3 therefore prophesy, and say, ‘The Lord
GOD says: “Because, even because they
have made you desolate, and swallowed
you up on every side, that you might be a
possession to the residueof thenations, and
you are taken up in the lips of talkers, and
the evil report of the people;”

4 therefore, youmountains of Israel, hear
the word of the Lord GOD: The Lord GOD
says to the mountains and to the hills, to
the watercourses and to the valleys, to the
desolate wastes and to the cities that are
forsaken, which have become a prey and
derision to the residue of the nations that
are all around;

5 therefore the Lord GOD says: “Surely in
thefireofmy jealousy Ihave spokenagainst
the residue of the nations, and against all
Edom, that have appointed my land to
themselves for a possession with the joy of
all their heart, with despite of soul, to cast it
out for a prey.” ’

6 Therefore prophesy concerning the
land of Israel, and tell the mountains, the
hills, thewatercourses and the valleys, ‘The
Lord GOD says: “Behold, I have spoken in
my jealousy and in my wrath, because you
have borne the shame of the nations.”

7 Therefore the Lord GOD says: “I have
sworn, ‘Surely the nations that are around
youwill bear their shame.’

8 “ ‘ “But you, mountains of Israel, you
shall shoot out your branches and yield

your fruit to my people Israel; for they are
at hand to come.

9For, behold, I am for you, and Iwill come
to you, and youwill be tilled and sown.

10 Iwillmultiplymenonyou, all thehouse
of Israel, even all of it. The cities will be
inhabited and thewaste placeswill be built.

11 I will multiply man and animal on you.
They will increase and be fruitful. I will
cause you to be inhabited as you were be-
fore, and you will do better than at your
beginnings. Then you will know that I am
the LORD.

12 Yes, I will cause men to walk on you,
even my people Israel. They will possess
you, and you will be their inheritance, and
you will never again bereave them of their
children.”

13 “ ‘The Lord GOD says: “Because they
say to you, ‘You are a devourer of men, and
have been a bereaver of your nation;’

14 therefore you shall devour men no
more, and not bereave your nation any
more,” says the Lord GOD.

15 “I won’t let you hear the shame of the
nations any more. You won’t bear the re-
proach of the peoples any more, and you
won’t cause your nation to stumble any
more,” says the Lord GOD.’ ”

16Moreover theLORD’sword came tome,
saying,

17 “Son of man, when the house of Is-
rael lived in their own land, they defiled
it by their ways and by their deeds. Their
way before me was as the uncleanness of a
woman in her impurity.

18 Therefore I poured out my wrath on
them for the blood which they had poured
out on the land, and because they had de-
filed it with their idols.

19 I scattered them amongst the nations,
and they were dispersed through the coun-
tries. I judged them according to their way
and according to their deeds.

20When they came to the nations where
they went, they profaned my holy name,
in that men said of them, ‘These are the
LORD’s people, and have left his land.’

21 But I had respect for my holy name,
which the house of Israel had profaned
amongst the nations where they went.

22 “Therefore tell the house of Israel, ‘The
Lord GOD says: “I don’t do this for your
sake, house of Israel, but formy holy name,
which you have profaned amongst the na-
tions where you went.

23 I will sanctify my great name, which
has been profaned amongst the nations,
which you have profaned amongst them.
Then the nations will know that I am the
LORD,” says the Lord GOD, “when I am
proven holy in you before their eyes.
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24 “ ‘ “For I will take you from amongst
the nations and gather you out of all the
countries, andwill bring you into your own
land.

25 I will sprinkle clean water on you, and
youwill be clean. Iwill cleanse you fromall
your filthiness and from all your idols.

26 I will also give you a new heart, and I
will put a new spirit within you. I will take
away the stony heart out of your flesh, and
I will give you a heart of flesh.

27 I will put my Spirit within you, and
cause you to walk in my statutes. You will
keepmy ordinances and do them.

28You will dwell in the land that I gave to
your fathers. You will be my people, and I
will be your God.

29 I will save you from all your unclean-
ness. I will call for the grain and will multi-
ply it, and lay no famine on you.

30 I will multiply the fruit of the tree
and the increase of the field, that you may
receive no more the reproach of famine
amongst the nations.

31 “ ‘ “Then you will remember your evil
ways, and your deeds that were not good;
and youwill loathe yourselves in your own
sight for your iniquities and for your abom-
inations.

32 I don’t do this for your sake,” says the
Lord GOD. “Let it be known to you. Be
ashamed and confounded for your ways,
house of Israel.”

33 “ ‘The Lord GOD says: “In the day that I
cleanse you from all your iniquities, I will
cause the cities to be inhabited and the
waste places will be built.

34The land thatwas desolatewill be tilled
instead of being a desolation in the sight of
all who passed by.

35 They will say, ‘This land that was des-
olate has become like the garden of Eden.
The waste, desolate, and ruined cities are
fortified and inhabited.’

36 Then the nations that are left around
you will know that I, the LORD, have built
the ruined places and planted that which
was desolate. I, the LORD, have spoken it,
and I will do it.”

37 “ ‘The Lord GOD says: “For this, more-
over, I will be enquired of by the house of
Israel, to do it for them: Iwill increase them
withmen like a flock.

38 As the flock for sacrifice, as the flock
of Jerusalem in her appointed feasts, so the
waste citieswill be filledwith flocks ofmen.
Then they will know that I am the LORD.’ ”

37
1 The LORD’s hand was on me, and he

broughtme out in the LORD’s Spirit, and set

me down in the middle of the valley; and it
was full of bones.

2 He caused me to pass by them all
around; and behold, there were very many
in the open valley, and behold, they were
very dry.

3 He said to me, “Son of man, can these
bones live?”
I answered, “Lord GOD, you know.”
4 Again he said to me, “Prophesy over

these bones, and tell them, ‘You dry bones,
hear the LORD’s word.

5 The Lord GOD says to these bones: “Be-
hold, I will cause breath to enter into you,
and youwill live.

6 I will lay sinews on you, and will bring
up flesh on you, and cover you with skin,
and put breath in you, and you will live.
Then youwill know that I am the LORD.” ’ ”

7So I prophesied as Iwas commanded. As
I prophesied, therewas anoise, andbehold,
there was an earthquake. Then the bones
came together, bone to its bone.

8 I saw, and, behold, therewere sinews on
them, and flesh came up, and skin covered
them above; but there was no breath in
them.

9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the
wind, prophesy, son of man, and tell the
wind, ‘The Lord GOD says: “Come from the
four winds, breath, and breathe on these
slain, that theymay live.” ’ ”

10 So I prophesied as he commanded me,
and the breath came into them, and they
lived, and stood up on their feet, an exceed-
ingly great army.

11 Then he said to me, “Son of man, these
bonesare thewholehouseof Israel. Behold,
they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our
hope is lost. We are completely cut off.’

12Therefore prophesy, and tell them, ‘The
Lord GOD says: “Behold, I will open your
graves, and cause you to come up out of
your graves,mypeople; and Iwill bring you
into the land of Israel.

13 You will know that I am the LORD,
when I have opened your graves and
caused you to come up out of your graves,
my people.

14 I will put my Spirit in you, and you will
live. Then I will place you in your own
land; and you will know that I, the LORD,
have spoken it and performed it,” says the
LORD.’ ”

15 The LORD’s word came again to me,
saying,

16 “You, son of man, take one stick and
write on it, ‘For Judah, and for the children
of Israel his companions.’ Then take an-
other stick, and write on it, ‘For Joseph, the
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stick of Ephraim, and for all the house of
Israel his companions.’

17 Then join them for yourself to one an-
other into one stick, that they may become
one in your hand.

18 “When the children of your people
speak to you, saying, ‘Won’t you show us
what youmean by these?’

19 tell them, ‘The Lord GOD says: “Behold,
I will take the stick of Joseph, which is in
thehandofEphraim, and the tribesof Israel
his companions; and I will put themwith it,
with the stick of Judah, andmake them one
stick, and they will be one inmy hand.

20The sticks onwhich youwritewill be in
your hand before their eyes.” ’

21 Say to them, ‘The Lord GOD says: “Be-
hold, I will take the children of Israel from
amongst the nationswhere they have gone,
and will gather them on every side, and
bring them into their own land.

22 Iwillmake themonenation in the land,
on the mountains of Israel. One king will
be king to them all. They will no longer be
twonations. Theywon’t bedivided into two
kingdoms anymore at all.

23Theywon’t defile themselves anymore
with their idols, nor with their detestable
things, norwith any of their transgressions;
but I will save them out of all their dwelling
places in which they have sinned, and will
cleanse them. So they will be my people,
and I will be their God.

24 “ ‘ “My servant David will be king over
them. They all will have one shepherd.
They will also walk in my ordinances and
observemy statutes, and do them.

25 They will dwell in the land that I have
given to Jacob my servant, in which your
fathers lived. They will dwell therein, they,
and their children, and their children’s chil-
dren, forever. David my servant will be
their prince forever.

26 Moreover I will make a covenant of
peace with them. It will be an everlasting
covenant with them. I will place them,
multiply them, and will set my sanctuary
amongst them forever more.

27My tent alsowill bewith them. I will be
their God, and they will be my people.

28 The nations will know that I am the
LORD who sanctifies Israel, when my sanc-
tuary is amongst them forever more.” ’ ”

38
1The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
2 “Son of man, set your face towards Gog,

of the land of Magog, the prince of Rosh,
Meshech, and Tubal, and prophesy against
him,

3 and say, ‘The Lord GOD says: “Behold,
I am against you, Gog, prince of Rosh,
Meshech, and Tubal.

4 I will turn you around, and put hooks
into your jaws, and I will bring you out,
with all your army, horses and horsemen,
all of them clothed in full armour, a great
company with buckler and shield, all of
them handling swords;

5 Persia, Cush, and Put with them, all of
themwith shield and helmet;

6 Gomer, and all his hordes; the house
of Togarmah in the uttermost parts of the
north, and all his hordes—even many peo-
ples with you.

7 “ ‘ “Be prepared, yes, prepare yourself,
you, and all your companies who are as-
sembled to you, and be a guard to them.

8 After many days you will be visited. In
the latter years you will come into the land
that is brought back from the sword, that is
gatheredout ofmanypeoples, on themoun-
tains of Israel, which have been a continual
waste; but it is brought out of the peoples
and they will dwell securely, all of them.

9 You will ascend. You will come like a
storm. You will be like a cloud to cover the
land, you and all your hordes, and many
peoples with you.”

10 “ ‘The Lord GOD says: “It will happen
in that day that things will come into your
mind, and youwill devise an evil plan.

11 You will say, ‘I will go up to the land
of unwalled villages. I will go to those who
are at rest, who dwell securely, all of them
dwelling without walls, and having neither
bars nor gates,

12 to take the plunder and to take prey;
to turn your hand against the waste places
that are inhabited, and against the people
who are gathered out of the nations, who
have gotten livestock and goods, who dwell
in themiddle of the earth.’

13 Sheba, Dedan, and the merchants of
Tarshish, with all its young lions, will ask
you, ‘Have you come to take the plunder?
Have you assembled your company to take
the prey, to carry away silver and gold, to
take away livestock and goods, to take great
plunder?’ ” ’

14 “Therefore, son of man, prophesy, and
tell Gog, ‘The Lord GOD says: “In that day
whenmy people Israel dwells securely, will
you not know it?

15 You will come from your place out of
the uttermost parts of the north, you, and
many peoples with you, all of them riding
on horses, a great company and a mighty
army.

16 You will come up against my people
Israel as a cloud to cover the land. It will
happen in the latter days that I will bring
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you against my land, that the nations may
knowme when I am sanctified in you, Gog,
before their eyes.”

17 “ ‘The Lord GOD says: “Are you he of
whom I spoke in old time by my servants
the prophets of Israel, who prophesied in
those days for years that I would bring you
against them?

18 It will happen in that day, when Gog
comes against the land of Israel,” says the
LordGOD, “thatmywrathwill comeup into
my nostrils.

19 For in my jealousy and in the fire of
my wrath I have spoken. Surely in that day
there will be a great shaking in the land of
Israel,

20 so that the fish of the sea, the birds of
the sky, the animals of the field, all creeping
things who creep on the earth, and all the
menwhoareon the surfaceof the earthwill
shake at my presence. Then the mountains
will be thrown down, the steep places will
fall, and every wall will fall to the ground.

21 I will call for a sword against him to all
my mountains,” says the Lord GOD. “Every
man’s sword will be against his brother.

22 I will enter into judgement with him
with pestilence and with blood. I will rain
on him, on his hordes, and on the many
peoples who are with him, torrential rains
with great hailstones, fire, and sulphur.

23 I will magnify myself and sanctify my-
self, and I will make myself known in the
eyes of many nations. Then they will know
that I am the LORD.” ’

39
1 “You, son of man, prophesy against Gog,

and say, ‘The Lord GOD says: “Behold, I am
against you, Gog, prince of Rosh, Meshech,
and Tubal.

2 I will turn you around, will lead you
on, and will cause you to come up from
the uttermost parts of the north; and I will
bring you onto themountains of Israel.

3 I will strike your bow out of your left
hand, andwill cause your arrows to fall out
of your right hand.

4 You will fall on the mountains of Israel,
you, and all your hordes, and the peoples
who are with you. I will give you to the
ravenous birds of every sort and to the ani-
mals of the field to be devoured.

5You will fall on the open field, for I have
spoken it,” says the Lord GOD.

6 “I will send a fire onMagog and on those
who dwell securely in the islands. Then
they will know that I am the LORD.

7 “ ‘ “I will make my holy name known
amongstmy people Israel. I won’t allowmy
holy name to be profaned any more. Then

the nations will know that I am the LORD,
the Holy One in Israel.

8 Behold, it comes, and it will be done,”
says the Lord GOD. “This is the day about
which I have spoken.

9 “ ‘ “Those who dwell in the cities of Is-
rael will go out and will make fires of the
weapons and burn them, both the shields
and the bucklers, the bows and the arrows,
and the war clubs and the spears, and they
will make fires with them for seven years;

10 so that they will take no wood out of
the field, and not cut down any out of the
forests; for they will make fires with the
weapons. They will plunder those who
plundered them, and rob thosewho robbed
them,” says the Lord GOD.

11 “ ‘ “It will happen in that day, that I will
give to Gog a place for burial in Israel, the
valley of thosewhopass throughon the east
of the sea; and it will stop those who pass
through. They will bury Gog and all his
multitude there, and they will call it ‘The
valley of Hamon Gog’.

12 “ ‘ “The house of Israel will be bury-
ing them for seven months, that they may
cleanse the land.

13Yes, all the people of the land will bury
them; and they will become famous in the
day that I will be glorified,” says the Lord
GOD.

14 “ ‘ “They will set apart men of contin-
ual employment who will pass through the
land. Those who pass through will go with
those who bury those who remain on the
surface of the land, to cleanse it. After the
end of sevenmonths they will search.

15 Those who search through the land
will pass through; and when anyone sees a
man’s bone, then he will set up a sign by it,
until the undertakers have buried it in the
valley of Hamon Gog.

16 Hamonah will also be the name of a
city. Thus they will cleanse the land.” ’

17 “You, son of man, the Lord GOD says:
‘Speak to the birds of every sort, and to
every animal of the field, “Assemble your-
selves, and come; gather yourselves on ev-
ery side to my sacrifice that I sacrifice for
you, evenagreat sacrificeon themountains
of Israel, that you may eat meat and drink
blood.

18 You shall eat the flesh of the mighty,
and drink the blood of the princes of the
earth, of rams, of lambs, and of goats, of
bulls, all of them fatlings of Bashan.

19 You shall eat fat until you are full, and
drink blood until you are drunk, of my sac-
rifice which I have sacrificed for you.

20 You shall be filled at my table with
horses and charioteers, with mighty men,
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and with all men of war,” says the Lord
GOD.’

21“Iwill setmygloryamongst thenations.
Then all the nations will see my judgement
that I have executed, and my hand that I
have laid on them.

22 So the house of Israel will know that I
am the LORD their God, from that day and
forward.

23The nationswill know that the house of
Israel went into captivity for their iniquity,
because they trespassed against me, and I
hid my face from them; so I gave them into
the hand of their adversaries, and they all
fell by the sword.

24 I did to them according to their un-
cleanness and according to their transgres-
sions. I hid my face from them.

25 “Therefore the Lord GOD says: ‘Now I
will reverse the captivity of Jacob and have
mercyon thewholehouse of Israel. Iwill be
jealous for my holy name.

26 They will forget their shame and all
their trespasses by which they have tres-
passed against me, when they dwell se-
curely in their land. No onewill make them
afraid

27 when I have brought them back from
the peoples, gathered them out of their en-
emies’ lands, and am shown holy amongst
them in the sight of many nations.

28Theywill knowthat I amtheLORDtheir
God, in that I caused them to go into captiv-
ity amongst the nations, and have gathered
them to their own land. Then I will leave
none of them captive anymore.

29 I won’t hide my face from them any
more, for I havepoured outmySpirit on the
house of Israel,’ says the Lord GOD.”

40
1 In the twenty-fifth year of our captivity,

in the beginning of the year, in the tenth day
of the month, in the fourteenth year after
the city was struck, in the same day, the
LORD’shandwasonme, andhebroughtme
there.

2 In the visions of God he broughtme into
the landof Israel, andsetmedownonavery
high mountain, on which was something
like the frame of a city to the south.

3He broughtme there; and, behold, there
was a man whose appearance was like the
appearance of bronze, with a line of flax
in his hand and a measuring reed; and he
stood in the gate.

4 The man said to me, “Son of man, see
with your eyes, and hear with your ears,
and set your heart on all that I will show
you; for you have been brought here so that
Imayshowthemtoyou. Declareall thatyou
see to the house of Israel.”

5 Behold, there was a wall on the outside
of the house all around, and in the man’s
hand a measuring reed six cubits† long,
of a cubit and a hand width each. So he
measured the thickness of the building, one
reed; and the height, one reed.

6 Then he came to the gate which looks
towards the east, and went up its steps. He
measured the threshold of the gate, one
reed wide; and the other threshold, one
reed wide.

7 Every lodge was one reed long and one
reed wide. Between the lodges was five
cubits. The threshold of the gate by the
porchof thegate towards thehousewasone
reed.

8He measured also the porch of the gate
towards the house, one reed.

9Then hemeasured the porch of the gate,
eight cubits; and its posts, two cubits; and
theporchof thegatewas towards thehouse.

10 The side rooms of the gate eastward
were three on this side, and three on that
side. The three of them were of one mea-
sure. The posts had one measure on this
side and on that side.

11He measured the width of the opening
of the gate, ten cubits; and the length of the
gate, thirteen cubits;

12 and a border before the lodges, one
cubit on this side, and a border, one cubit
on that side; and the side rooms, six cubits
on this side, and six cubits on that side.

13He measured the gate from the roof of
the one side room to the roof of the other,
a width of twenty-five cubits, door against
door.

14 He also made posts, sixty cubits; and
the court reached to the posts, around the
gate.

15 From the forefront of the gate at the
entrance to the forefront of the inner porch
of the gate were fifty cubits.

16There were closed windows to the side
rooms, and to their posts within the gate all
around, and likewise to the arches. Win-
dowswerearound inward. Palmtreeswere
on each post.

17 Then he brought me into the outer
court. Behold, there were rooms and a

† 40:5: A normal cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches
or 46 centimetres. A handbreadth is about 4.3 inches or 11 centimetres, so the long cubit described here would be about
22.3 inches or 57 centimetres long. Thus, a 6 long cubit measuring reed would have been about 3 yards 26.6 inches or
about 3.42 metres long.
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pavement made for the court all around.
Thirty rooms were on the pavement.

18 The pavement was by the side of the
gates, corresponding to the length of the
gates, even the lower pavement.

19 Then he measured the width from the
forefront of the lower gate to the forefront
of the inner court outside, one hundred
cubits, both on the east and on the north.

20 He measured the length and width of
the gate of the outer court which faces to-
wards the north.

21 The lodges of it were three on this side
and three on that side. Its posts and its
archeswere the same as themeasure of the
first gate: its lengthwas fifty cubits, and the
width twenty-five cubits.

22 Its windows, its arches, and its palm
trees were the same as the measure of the
gate which faces towards the east. They
went up to it by seven steps. Its archeswere
before them.

23 There was a gate to the inner court
facing the other gate, on the north and on
the east. He measured one hundred cubits
from gate to gate.

24 He led me towards the south; and be-
hold, therewasagate towards the south. He
measured its posts and its arches according
to these measurements.

25 There were windows in it and in its
arches all around, like the other windows:
the length was fifty cubits, and the width
twenty-five cubits.

26 There were seven steps to go up to it,
and its arches were before them. It had
palm trees, one on this side, and another on
that side, on its posts.

27 There was a gate to the inner court
towards the south. He measured one hun-
dred cubits from gate to gate towards the
south.

28 Then he brought me to the inner court
by the south gate. He measured the south
gate according to these measurements;

29with its lodges, its posts, and its arches,
according to these measurements. There
were windows in it and in its arches all
around. Itwas fifty cubits long, and twenty-
five cubits wide.

30 There were arches all around, twenty-
five cubits long and five cubits wide.

31 Its archeswere towards theouter court.
Palm trees were on its posts. The ascent to
it had eight steps.

32 He brought me into the inner court
towards the east. He measured the gate
according to these measurements;

33with its lodges, its posts, and its arches,
according to these measurements. There
were windows in it and in its arches all

around. Itwas fifty cubits long, and twenty-
five cubits wide.

34 Its archeswere towards theouter court.
Palm treeswere on its posts on this side and
on that side. The ascent to it had eight steps.

35 He brought me to the north gate, and
hemeasured it according to thesemeasure-
ments—

36 its lodges, its posts, and its arches.
There were windows in it all around.
The length was fifty cubits and the width
twenty-five cubits.

37 Its posts were towards the outer court.
Palm treeswere on its posts on this side and
on that side. The ascent to it had eight steps.

38A roomwith its doorwas by the posts at
the gates. They washed the burnt offering
there.

39 In the porch of the gatewere two tables
on this side and two tables on that side,
on which to kill the burnt offering, the sin
offering, and the trespass offering.

40On the one side outside, as one goes up
to the entry of the gate towards the north,
were two tables; and on the other side,
which belonged to the porch of the gate,
were two tables.

41 Four tables were on this side, and four
tables on that side, by the side of the gate:
eight tables, on which they killed the sacri-
fices.

42Therewere four cut stone tables for the
burnt offering, a cubit and a half long, a
cubit and a half wide, and one cubit high.
They laid the instruments with which they
killed the burnt offering and the sacrifice
on them.

43 The hooks, a hand width long, were
fastenedwithin all around. Themeat of the
offering was on the tables.

44 Outside of the inner gate were rooms
for the singers in the inner court,whichwas
at the side of the north gate. They faced
towards the south. One at the side of the
east gate faced towards the north.

45He said to me, “This room, which faces
towards the south, is for the priests who
perform the duty of the house.

46 The room which faces towards the
north is for the priests who perform the
duty of the altar. These are the sons of
Zadok, who from amongst the sons of Levi
come near to the LORD tominister to him.”

47 He measured the court, one hundred
cubits long and one hundred cubits wide,
square. The altar was before the house.

48 Then he brought me to the porch of
the house, and measured each post of the
porch, five cubits on this side, and five cu-
bits on that side. The width of the gate was
three cubits on this side and three cubits on
that side.
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49 The length of the porch was twenty
cubits and the width eleven cubits, even by
the steps bywhich theywent up to it. There
were pillars by the posts, one on this side,
and another on that side.

41
1 He brought me to the nave and mea-

sured the posts, six cubits wide on the one
side and six cubits wide on the other side,
which was the width of the tent.

2 The width of the entrance was ten cu-
bits,† and the sides of the entrancewerefive
cubits on the one side, and five cubits on
theother side. Hemeasured its length, forty
cubits, and the width, twenty cubits.

3 Then he went inward and measured
each post of the entrance, two cubits; and
theentrance, six cubits; and thewidthof the
entrance, seven cubits.

4 He measured its length, twenty cubits,
and the width, twenty cubits, before the
nave. He said to me, “This is the most holy
place.”

5Thenhemeasured thewall of the house,
six cubits; and thewidthof every side room,
four cubits, all around the house on every
side.

6 The side rooms were in three storeys,
one over another, and thirty in each story.
They entered into the wall which belonged
to the house for the side rooms all around,
that theymight be supported and not pene-
trate the wall of the house.

7 The side rooms were wider on the
higher levels, because the walls were nar-
rower at the higher levels. Therefore the
width of the house increased upward; and
so one went up from the lowest level to the
highest through themiddle level.

8 I saw also that the house had a raised
base all around. The foundations of the side
rooms were a full reed of six great cubits.

9 The thickness of the outer wall of the
side rooms was five cubits. That which was
left was the place of the side rooms that
belonged to the house.

10 Between the rooms was a width of
twenty cubits around the house on every
side.

11 The doors of the side rooms were to-
wards an open area that was left, one door
towards the north, and another door to-
wards the south. Thewidthof theopenarea
was five cubits all around.

12 The building that was before the sepa-
rate place at the side towards the west was
seventy cubits wide; and the wall of the
building was five cubits thick all around,
and its length ninety cubits.

13 So he measured the temple, one hun-
dred cubits long; and the separate place,
and the building, with its walls, one hun-
dred cubits long;

14also the width of the face of the temple,
and of the separate place towards the east,
one hundred cubits.

15Hemeasured the length of the building
before the separate place which was at its
back, and its gallerieson theonesideandon
the other side, one hundred cubits from the
inner temple, and the porches of the court,

16 the thresholds, and the closed win-
dows, and the galleries around on their
three storeys, opposite the threshold, with
wood ceilings all around, and from the
ground up to the windows, (now the win-
dows were covered),

17 to the space above the door, even to the
innerhouse, andoutside, andbyall thewall
all around inside and outside, bymeasure.

18 It was made with cherubim and palm
trees. A palm treewas between cherub and
cherub, and every cherub had two faces,

19 so that there was the face of a man
towards the palm tree on the one side, and
the face of a young lion towards the palm
tree on the other side. It was made like this
through all the house all around.

20 Cherubim and palm trees were made
from the ground to above thedoor. Thewall
of the temple was like this.

21 The door posts of the nave were
squared. As for the face of the nave, its
appearance was as the appearance of the
temple.

22 The altar was of wood, three cubits
high, and its length two cubits. Its corners,
its base, and itswalls were ofwood. He said
to me, “This is the table that is before the
LORD.”

23 The temple and the sanctuary had two
doors.

24 The doors had two leaves each, two
turning leaves: two for the one door, and
two leaves for the other.

25Thereweremadeon them, on thedoors
of the nave, cherubim and palm trees, like
those made on the walls. There was a
threshold of wood on the face of the porch
outside.

26 There were closed windows and palm
trees on the one side and on the other side,
on the sides of the porch. This is how the
side rooms of the temple and the thresholds
were arranged.

42
1 Then he brought me out into the outer

court, the way towards the north. Then he
† 41:2: A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimetres.
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broughtme into the room thatwas opposite
the separate place, andwhichwas opposite
the building towards the north.

2Facing the length of onehundred cubits†
was the north door, and the width was fifty
cubits.

3 Opposite the twenty cubits which be-
longed to the inner court, and opposite
the pavement which belonged to the outer
court, was gallery against gallery in the
three storeys.

4 Before the rooms was a walk of ten
cubits’ width inward, a way of one cubit;
and their doors were towards the north.

5Now the upper rooms were shorter; for
the galleries took away from these more
than from the lower and the middle in the
building.

6 For they were in three storeys, and
they didn’t have pillars as the pillars of the
courts. Therefore the uppermost was set
back more than the lowest and the middle
from the ground.

7 The wall that was outside by the side of
the rooms, towards the outer court before
the rooms, was fifty cubits long.

8 For the length of the rooms that were
in the outer court was fifty cubits. Behold,
those facing the temple were one hundred
cubits.

9 From under these rooms was the entry
on the east side, as one goes into them from
the outer court.

10 In the thickness of the wall of the court
towards the east, before the separate place,
and before the building, there were rooms.

11 The way before them was like the ap-
pearance of the roomswhichwere towards
the north. Their length and width were the
same. All their exits had the same arrange-
ment and doors.

12 Like the doors of the rooms that were
towards the southwas a door at the head of
the way, even the way directly before the
wall towards the east, as one enters into
them.

13 Then he said to me, “The north rooms
and the south rooms, which are opposite
the separate place, are the holy rooms,
where the priestswho are near to the LORD
shall eat the most holy things. There they
shall lay themost holy things, with themeal
offering, the sin offering, and the trespass
offering; for the place is holy.

14 When the priests enter in, then they
shall not go out of the holy place into the
outer court until they lay their garments
in which they minister there; for they are

holy. Then they shall put on other gar-
ments, and shall approach that which is for
the people.”

15Now when he had finished measuring
the inner house, he brought me out by the
way of the gate which faces towards the
east, andmeasured it all around.

16He measured on the east side with the
measuring reed five hundred reeds, with
themeasuring reed all around.

17 He measured on the north side five
hundred reeds with the measuring reed all
around.

18 He measured on the south side five
hundred reeds with themeasuring reed.

19 He turned about to the west side, and
measuredfivehundred reedswith themea-
suring reed.

20Hemeasured it on the four sides. It had
a wall around it, the length five hundred
cubits, and thewidthfivehundredcubits, to
make a separation between that whichwas
holy and that which was common.

43
1 Afterward he brought me to the gate,

even the gate that looks towards the east.
2 Behold, the glory of the God of Israel

came from the way of the east. His voice
was like the sound of manywaters; and the
earth was illuminated with his glory.

3 It was like the appearance of the vision
which I saw, even according to the vision
that I saw when I came to destroy the city;
and the visions were like the vision that I
saw by the river Chebar; and I fell on my
face.

4TheLORD’s glory came into thehouseby
theway of the gatewhich faces towards the
east.

5 The Spirit took me up and brought me
into the inner court; andbehold, theLORD’s
glory filled the house.

6 I heard one speaking to me out of the
house, and aman stood byme.

7 He said to me, “Son of man, this is the
place ofmy throneand theplace of the soles
of my feet, where I will dwell amongst the
children of Israel forever. The house of
Israel will no more defile my holy name,
neither they nor their kings, by their prosti-
tution and by the dead bodies of their kings
in their high places;

8 in their setting of their threshold by
my threshold and their door post beside
my door post. There was a wall between
me and them; and they have defiled my
holy name by their abominations which
they have committed. Therefore I have
consumed them inmy anger.

† 42:2: A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimetres.
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9 Now let them put away their prostitu-
tion, and the dead bodies of their kings far
from me. Then I will dwell amongst them
forever.

10 “You, son ofman, show the house to the
house of Israel, that they may be ashamed
of their iniquities; and let themmeasure the
pattern.

11 If theyareashamedofall that theyhave
done, make known to them the form of the
house, its fashion, its exits, its entrances, its
structure, all its ordinances, all its forms,
and all its laws; and write it in their sight,
that theymaykeep thewhole formof it, and
all its ordinances, and do them.

12 “This is the law of the house. On the top
of the mountain the whole limit around it
shall bemost holy. Behold, this is the law of
the house.

13 “These are the measurements of the
altar by cubits (the cubit† is a cubit and a
hand width): the bottom shall be a cubit,
and thewidthacubit, and itsborderaround
its edge a span;‡ and this shall be the base of
the altar.

14 From the bottom on the ground to the
lower ledge shall be two cubits, and the
width one cubit; and from the lesser ledge
to the greater ledge shall be four cubits, and
the width a cubit.

15 The upper altar shall be four cubits;
and fromthealtarhearthandupward there
shall be four horns.

16 The altar hearth shall be twelve cubits
longby twelvewide, square in its four sides.

17 The ledge shall be fourteen cubits long
by fourteen wide in its four sides; and the
border about it shall be half a cubit; and its
bottomshall be a cubit around; and its steps
shall look towards the east.”

18 He said to me, “Son of man, the Lord
GOD says: ‘These are the ordinances of the
altar in the day when they make it, to offer
burnt offerings on it, and to sprinkle blood
on it.

19 You shall give to the Levitical priests
who are of the offspring of Zadok, who are
near tome, tominister tome,’ says the Lord
GOD, ‘a young bull for a sin offering.

20You shall take of its blood and put it on
its four horns, and on the four corners of
the ledge, andon theborder all around. You
shall cleanse it and make atonement for it
that way.

21You shall also take the bull of the sin of-
fering, and it shall beburnt in theappointed
place of the house, outside of the sanctuary.

22 “On the second day you shall offer a
male goat without defect for a sin offering;
and they shall cleanse the altar, as they
cleansed it with the bull.

23 When you have finished cleansing it,
you shall offer a young bull without defect
and a ram out of the flock without defect.

24You shall bring them near to the LORD,
and the priests shall cast salt on them, and
they shall offer themup for a burnt offering
to the LORD.

25 “Seven days you shall prepare every
day a goat for a sin offering. They shall also
prepare a young bull and a ram out of the
flock, without defect.

26 Seven days shall they make atonement
for the altar and purify it. So shall they
consecrate it.

27 When they have accomplished the
days, it shall be that on the eighth day and
onward, the priests shall make your burnt
offerings on the altar and your peace offer-
ings. Then I will accept you,’ says the Lord
GOD.”

44
1 Then he brought me back by the way of

the outer gate of the sanctuary, which looks
towards the east; and it was shut.

2 The LORD said to me, “This gate shall
be shut. It shall not be opened, no man
shall enter in by it; for the LORD, the God
of Israel, has entered in by it. Therefore it
shall be shut.

3 As for the prince, he shall sit in it as
prince to eat bread before the LORD. He
shall enter by the way of the porch of the
gate, and shall go out the sameway.”

4 Then he brought me by the way of the
north gate before the house; and I looked,
and behold, the LORD’s glory filled the
LORD’s house; so I fell onmy face.

5The LORD said tome, “Son ofman,mark
well, and see with your eyes, and hear with
your ears all that I tell you concerning all
the ordinances of the LORD’s house and all
its laws; and mark well the entrance of the
house, with every exit of the sanctuary.

6 You shall tell the rebellious, even the
house of Israel, ‘The Lord GOD says: “You
houseof Israel, let thatbeenoughofall your
abominations,

7 in that you have brought in foreigners,
uncircumcised in heart and uncircumcised
in flesh, to be inmy sanctuary, to profane it,
even my house, when you offer my bread,
the fat and the blood; and they have broken

† 43:13: Anormal cubit is the length from the tip of themiddle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18 inches or
46 centimetres. A handwidth is about 4.3 inches or 11 cm. ‡ 43:13: A span is the length from the tip of aman’s thumb
to the tip of his little finger when his hand is stretched out (about half a cubit, or 9 inches, or 22.8 cm.)
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my covenant, to add to all your abomina-
tions.

8 You have not performed the duty of my
holy things; but you have set performers of
my duty inmy sanctuary for yourselves.”

9 The Lord GOD says, “No foreigner, un-
circumcised in heart and uncircumcised in
flesh, shall enter into my sanctuary, of any
foreignerswho are amongst the children of
Israel.

10 “ ‘ “But the Levites who went far from
me when Israel went astray, who went
astray from me after their idols, they will
bear their iniquity.

11 Yet they shall be ministers in my sanc-
tuary, having oversight at the gates of the
house, and ministering in the house. They
shall kill theburnt offering and the sacrifice
for the people, and they shall stand before
them tominister to them.

12 Because they ministered to them be-
fore their idols, and became a stumbling
block of iniquity to the house of Israel,
therefore I have lifted up my hand against
them,” says the Lord GOD, “and they will
bear their iniquity.

13 They shall not come near to me, to
execute the office of priest to me, nor to
come near to any of my holy things, to the
things that aremost holy; but theywill bear
their shame and their abominations which
they have committed.

14Yet I will make them performers of the
duty of the house, for all its service and for
all that will be done therein.

15 “ ‘ “But the Levitical priests, the sons
of Zadok, who performed the duty of my
sanctuary when the children of Israel went
astray from me, shall come near to me to
minister to me. They shall stand before me
tooffer tome the fat and theblood,” says the
Lord GOD.

16 “They shall enter into my sanctuary,
and they shall come near to my table, to
minister to me, and they shall keep my
instruction.

17 “ ‘ “It will be that when they enter in at
the gates of the inner court, they shall be
clothed with linen garments. No wool shall
come on them while they minister in the
gates of the inner court, and within.

18 They shall have linen turbans on
their heads, and shall have linen trousers
on their waists. They shall not clothe
themselves with anything that makes them
sweat.

19When they go out into the outer court,
even into the outer court to the people, they
shall put off their garments in which they

minister and lay them in the holy rooms.
They shall put on other garments, that they
not sanctify the peoplewith their garments.

20 “ ‘ “They shall not shave their heads, or
allow their locks to grow long. They shall
only cut off the hair of their heads.

21 None of the priests shall drink wine
when they enter into the inner court.

22 They shall not take for their wives a
widow, or her who is put away; but they
shall take virgins of the offspring of the
house of Israel, or a widow who is the
widow of a priest.

23 They shall teach my people the differ-
ence between the holy and the common,
and cause them to discern between the un-
clean and the clean.

24 “ ‘ “In a controversy they shall stand to
judge. They shall judge it according to my
ordinances. They shall keep my laws and
my statutes in allmy appointed feasts. They
shall makemy Sabbaths holy.

25 “ ‘ “They shall go in to no dead person
to defile themselves; but for father, or for
mother, or for son, or for daughter, for
brother, or for sister who has had no hus-
band, theymay defile themselves.

26 After he is cleansed, they shall reckon
to him seven days.

27 In the day that he goes into the sanctu-
ary, into the inner court, to minister in the
sanctuary, he shall offer his sin offering,”
says the Lord GOD.

28 “ ‘They shall have an inheritance: I am
their inheritance; and you shall give them
no possession in Israel. I am their posses-
sion.

29 They shall eat the meal offering, and
the sin offering, and the trespass offering;
and every devoted thing in Israel shall be
theirs.

30 The first of all the first fruits of every
thing, and every offering of everything, of
all your offerings, shall be for the priest.
You shall also give to the priests the first of
your dough, to cause a blessing to rest on
your house.

31 The priests shall not eat of anything
thatdies of itself or is torn,whether it is bird
or animal.

45
1 “ ‘ “Moreover, when you divide by lot

the land for inheritance, you shall offer
an offering to the LORD, a holy portion of
the land. The length shall be the length of
twenty-five thousand reeds, and the width
shall be ten thousand. It shall be holy in all
its border all around.

† 45:2: A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimetres.
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2Of this there shall be a five hundred by
five hundred square for the holy place, and
fifty cubits† for its pasture lands all around.

3 Of this measure you shall measure a
length of twenty-five thousand, and awidth
of ten thousand. In it shall be the sanctuary,
which is most holy.

4 It is a holy portion of the land; it shall be
for the priests, the ministers of the sanctu-
ary,whocomenear tominister to theLORD.
It shall be aplace for theirhouses andaholy
place for the sanctuary.

5 Twenty-five thousand cubits in length
and ten thousand in width shall be for the
Levites, theministers of the house, as a pos-
session for themselves, for twenty rooms.

6 “ ‘ “You shall appoint the possession
of the city five thousand cubits wide and
twenty-five thousand long, sideby sidewith
the offering of the holy portion. It shall be
for the whole house of Israel.

7 “ ‘ “What is for the prince shall be on the
one side and on the other side of the holy
allotment and of the possession of the city,
in front of the holy allotment and in front of
the possession of the city, on the west side
westward, and on the east side eastward,
and in length corresponding to one of the
portions, from the west border to the east
border.

8 In the land it shall be to him for a pos-
session in Israel. My princes shall no more
oppress my people, but they shall give the
land to thehouseof Israel according to their
tribes.”

9 “ ‘The Lord GOD says: “Enough, you
princes of Israel! Remove violence and
plunder, and execute justice and righteous-
ness! Stop dispossessing my people!” says
the Lord GOD.

10 “You shall have just balances, a just
ephah,‡ and a just bath.

11The ephah and the bath shall be of one
measure, that the bath may contain one
tenth of a homer,§ and the ephah one tenth
of a homer. Itsmeasure shall be the same as
the homer.

12 The shekel† shall be twenty gerahs.‡
Twenty shekels plus twenty-five shekels
plus fifteen shekels shall be yourmina.§

13 “ ‘ “This is the offering that you shall
offer: the sixth part of an ephah from a
homerofwheat, andyou shall give the sixth
part of an ephah from a homer of barley,

14 and the set portion of oil, of the bath of
oil, one tenth of a bath out of the cor, which
is ten baths, even a homer (for ten baths are
a homer),†

15 and one lamb of the flock out of two
hundred, from the well-watered pastures
of Israel—for a meal offering, for a burnt
offering, and for peace offerings, to make
atonement for them,” says the Lord GOD.

16 “All the people of the land shall give to
this offering for the prince in Israel.

17 It shall be the prince’s part to give the
burnt offerings, the meal offerings, and the
drink offerings, in the feasts, and on the
new moons, and on the Sabbaths, in all
the appointed feasts of the house of Israel.
He shall prepare the sin offering, the meal
offering, the burnt offering, and the peace
offerings, to make atonement for the house
of Israel.”

18 “ ‘The Lord GOD says: “In the first
month, on the first day of the month, you
shall take a young bull without defect, and
you shall cleanse the sanctuary.

19The priest shall take of the blood of the
sin offering and put it on the door posts of
the house, and on the four corners of the
ledge of the altar, and on the posts of the
gate of the inner court.

20 So you shall do on the seventh day
of the month for everyone who errs, and
for him who is simple. So you shall make
atonement for the house.

21 “ ‘ “In the first month, on the four-
teenth day of the month, you shall have the
Passover, a feast of seven days; unleavened
bread shall be eaten.

22On that day the prince shall prepare for
himself and for all the people of the land a
bull for a sin offering.

23 The seven days of the feast he shall
prepare a burnt offering to the LORD, seven
bulls and seven rams without defect daily
the seven days; and a male goat daily for a
sin offering.

24 He shall prepare a meal offering, an
ephah‡ for a bull, an ephah for a ram, and
a hin§ of oil to an ephah.

25 “ ‘ “In the seventh month, on the fif-
teenth day of the month, during the feast,
he shall do like that for seven days. He shall
make the same provision for sin offering,
the burnt offering, the meal offering, and
the oil.”

‡ 45:10: 1 ephah is about 22 litres or about 2/3 of a bushel § 45:11: 1homer is about 220 litres or 6 bushels † 45:12:

A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. ‡ 45:12: a gerah is about 0.5 grams or about 7.7 grains § 45:12: A
mina is about 600 grams or 1.3 U. S. pounds. † 45:14: 1 cor is the same as 1 homer in volume, and is about 211 litres,
55.9 gallons, or 6 bushels. 1 bath is about 21.1 litres, 5.59 gallons, or 2.4 pecks. ‡ 45:24: 1 ephah is about 22 litres or

about 2/3 of a bushel § 45:24: A hin is about 6.5 litres or 1.7 gallons.
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46
1 “ ‘The Lord GOD says: “The gate of the

inner court that looks towards the east shall
be shut the six working days; but on the
Sabbath day it shall be opened, and on the
day of the newmoon it shall be opened.

2The prince shall enter by the way of the
porch of the gate outside, and shall stand
by the post of the gate; and the priests shall
prepare his burnt offering and his peace of-
ferings, and he shall worship at the thresh-
old of the gate. Then he shall go out, but the
gate shall not be shut until the evening.

3 The people of the land shall worship at
the door of that gate before the LORDon the
Sabbaths and on the newmoons.

4 The burnt offering that the prince shall
offer to the LORD shall be on the Sabbath
day, six lambs without defect and a ram
without defect;

5 and the meal offering shall be an ephah
for the ram, and the meal offering for the
lambs as he is able to give, and a hin† of oil
to an ephah.‡

6On the day of the newmoon it shall be a
young bull without defect, six lambs, and a
ram. They shall be without defect.

7 He shall prepare a meal offering: an
ephah for the bull, and an ephah for the
ram, and for the lambs according as he is
able, and a hin of oil to an ephah.

8When theprince enters, he shall go in by
thewayof theporchof thegate, andhe shall
go out by its way.

9 “ ‘ “But when the people of the land
come before the LORD in the appointed
feasts, he who enters by the way of the
north gate to worship shall go out by the
way of the south gate; and hewho enters by
theway of the south gate shall go out by the
way of the north gate. He shall not return
by the way of the gate by which he came in,
but shall go out straight before him.

10 The prince shall go in with them when
theygo in. When theygoout, he shall goout.

11 “ ‘ “In the feasts and in the appointed
holidays, the meal offering shall be an
ephah§ for a bull, and an ephah for a ram,
and for the lambs as he is able to give, and a
hin of oil to an ephah.

12 When the prince prepares a free will
offering, a burnt offering or peace offerings
as a freewill offering to the LORD, one shall
open forhim thegate that looks towards the
east; andhe shall preparehis burnt offering
and his peace offerings, as he does on the

Sabbath day. Then he shall go out; and after
his going out one shall shut the gate.

13 “ ‘ “You shall prepare a lamb a year old
without defect for a burnt offering to the
LORD daily. Morning by morning you shall
prepare it.

14 You shall prepare a meal offering with
it morning by morning, the sixth part of an
ephah,† and the third part of a hin of oil to
moisten the fine flour; a meal offering to
the LORD continually by a perpetual ordi-
nance.

15 Thus they shall prepare the lamb, the
meal offering, and the oil, morning by
morning, for a continual burnt offering.”

16 “ ‘The Lord GOD says: “If the prince
gives a gift to any of his sons, it is his inher-
itance. It shall belong to his sons. It is their
possession by inheritance.

17But if he gives of his inheritance a gift to
one of his servants, it shall be his to the year
of liberty; then it shall return to the prince;
but as for his inheritance, it shall be for his
sons.

18 Moreover the prince shall not take of
the people’s inheritance, to thrust them out
of their possession. He shall give inheri-
tance to his sons out of his own possession,
that my people not each be scattered from
his possession.” ’ ”

19Then he brought me through the entry,
which was at the side of the gate, into the
holy rooms for the priests, which looked
towards the north. Behold, there was a
place on the back part westward.

20He said to me, “This is the place where
the priests shall boil the trespass offering
and the sin offering, and where they shall
bake the meal offering, that they not bring
themout into theouter court, to sanctify the
people.”

21 Then he brought me out into the outer
court and caused me to pass by the four
corners of the court; and behold, in every
corner of the court there was a court.

22 In the four corners of the court there
were courts enclosed, forty cubits‡ long and
thirty wide. These four in the corners were
the same size.

23 There was a wall around in them,
around the four, and boiling places were
made under the walls all around.

24 Then he said to me, “These are the
boiling houses, where the ministers of the
house shall boil the sacrifice of the people.”

† 46:5: A hin is about 6.5 litres or 1.7 gallons. ‡ 46:5: 1 ephah is about 22 litres or about 2/3 of a bushel § 46:11: 1
ephah is about 22 litres or about 2/3 of a bushel † 46:14: 1 ephah is about 22 litres or about 2/3 of a bushel ‡ 46:22:
A cubit is the length from the tip of themiddle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46 centimetres.
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47
1 He brought me back to the door of the

temple; andbehold,watersflowedout from
under the thresholdof the templeeastward,
for the frontof the temple faced towards the
east. The waters came down from under-
neath, from the right side of the temple, on
the south of the altar.

2 Then he brought me out by the way of
the gate northward, and led me around by
the way outside to the outer gate, by the
way of the gate that looks towards the east.
Behold, waters ran out on the right side.

3When the man went out eastward with
the line in his hand, hemeasured one thou-
sand cubits,† and he caused me to pass
through thewaters, waters that were to the
ankles.

4 Again he measured one thousand, and
caused me to pass through the waters, wa-
ters that were to the knees. Again he mea-
sured one thousand, and causedme to pass
through waters that were to the waist.

5 Afterward he measured one thousand;
and it was a river that I could not pass
through, for thewaters had risen, waters to
swim in, a river that could not be walked
through.

6 He said to me, “Son of man, have you
seen this?”
Then he brought me and caused me to

return to the bank of the river.
7 Now when I had returned, behold, on

the bank of the river were very many trees
on the one side and on the other.

8 Then he said to me, “These waters flow
out towards the eastern region and will go
down into the Arabah. Then they will go
towards the sea and flow into the seawhich
will bemade toflowout; and thewaterswill
be healed.

9 It will happen that every living creature
which swarms, in every place where the
rivers come, will live. Then there will be
a very great multitude of fish; for these
waters have come there, and the waters of
the sea will be healed, and everything will
live wherever the river comes.

10 Itwill happen that fishermenwill stand
by it. From En Gedi even to En Eglaim will
be a place for the spreading of nets. Their
fish will be after their kinds, as the fish of
the great sea, exceedingly many.

11But its swamps andmarsheswill not be
healed. They will be given up to salt.

12 By the river banks, on both sides, will
grow every tree for food, whose leaf won’t
wither, neither will its fruit fail. It will
produce new fruit everymonth, because its

waters issue out of the sanctuary. Its fruit
will be for food, and its leaf for healing.”

13 The Lord GOD says: “This shall be
the border by which you shall divide the
land for inheritanceaccording to the twelve
tribes of Israel. Joseph shall have two por-
tions.

14 You shall inherit it, one as well as an-
other; for I swore to give it to your fathers.
This land will fall to you for inheritance.

15 “This shall be the border of the land:
“On the north side, from the great sea,

by the way of Hethlon, to the entrance of
Zedad;

16 Hamath, Berothah, Sibraim (which
is between the border of Damascus and
the border of Hamath), to Hazer Hatticon,
which is by the border of Hauran.

17The border from the sea shall be Hazar
Enon at the border of Damascus; and on the
north northward is the border of Hamath.
This is the north side.

18 “The east side, between Hauran, Dam-
ascus, Gilead, and the land of Israel, shall
be the Jordan; from the north border to the
east sea you shall measure. This is the east
side.

19 “The south side southward shall be
fromTamaras faras thewatersofMeriboth
Kadesh, to the brook, to the great sea. This
is the south side southward.

20 “The west side shall be the great sea,
from the south border as far as opposite the
entrance of Hamath. This is the west side.

21 “So you shall divide this land to your-
selves according to the tribes of Israel.

22 You shall divide it by lot for an in-
heritance to you and to the aliens who
live amongst you, who will father children
amongst you. Then they shall be to you
as the native-born amongst the children of
Israel. They shall have inheritance with
you amongst the tribes of Israel.

23 In whatever tribe the stranger lives,
there you shall give him his inheritance,”
says the Lord GOD.

48
1 “Now these are the names of the tribes:

From the north end, beside the way of
Hethlon to the entrance of Hamath, Hazar
Enanat theborderofDamascus, northward
beside Hamath (and they shall have their
sides east and west), Dan, one portion.

2 “By the border of Dan, from the east side
to the west side, Asher, one portion.

3 “By the border of Asher, from the east
side even to the west side, Naphtali, one
portion.

† 47:3: A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimetres.
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4 “By the border of Naphtali, from the
east side to the west side, Manasseh, one
portion.

5 “By the border of Manasseh, from the
east side to the west side, Ephraim, one
portion.

6 “By the border of Ephraim, from the
east side even to the west side, Reuben, one
portion.

7 “By the border of Reuben, from the east
side to the west side, Judah, one portion.

8 “By the border of Judah, from the east
side to the west side, shall be the offering
which you shall offer, twenty-five thousand
reeds in width, and in length as one of the
portions, from the east side to thewest side;
and the sanctuary shall be in the middle of
it.

9 “The offering that you shall offer to the
LORD shall be twenty-five thousand reeds
in length, and ten thousand in width.

10 For these, even for the priests, shall
be the holy offering: towards the north
twenty-five thousand in length, and to-
wards the west ten thousand in width, and
towards the east ten thousand inwidth, and
towards the south twenty-five thousand in
length; and the sanctuary of the LORD shall
be in themiddle of it.

11 It shall be for thepriestswhoare sancti-
fied of the sons of Zadok, who have keptmy
instruction, who didn’t go astray when the
children of Israelwent astray, as the Levites
went astray.

12 It shall be to them an offering from the
offering of the land, a most holy thing, by
the border of the Levites.

13 “Alongside the border of the priests,
the Levites shall have twenty-five thousand
cubits in length and ten thousand in width.
All the length shall be twenty-five thousand,
and the width ten thousand.

14They shall sell none of it, nor exchange
it, nor shall the first fruits of the land be
alienated, for it is holy to the LORD.

15 “The five thousand cubits that are left
in the width, in front of the twenty-five
thousand, shall be for common use, for the
city, for dwelling and for pasture lands; and
the city shall be in themiddle of it.

16 These shall be its measurements: the
north side four thousand and five hundred,
and the south side four thousand and five
hundred, and on the east side four thou-
sand and five hundred, and the west side
four thousand and five hundred.

17 The city shall have pasture lands: to-
wards the north two hundred and fifty, and
towards the south two hundred and fifty,
and towards the east two hundred andfifty,
and towards the west two hundred and
fifty.

18The remainder of the length, alongside
the holy offering, shall be ten thousand
eastward and ten thousand westward; and
it shall be alongside the holy offering. Its in-
crease shall be for food to thosewho labour
in the city.

19 Those who labour in the city, out of all
the tribes of Israel, shall cultivate it.

20 All the offering shall be a square of
twenty-five thousand by twenty-five thou-
sand. You shall offer it as a holy offering,
with the possession of the city.

21 “The remainder shall be for the prince,
on the one side and on the other of the
holy offering and of the possession of the
city; in front of the twenty-five thousand
of the offering towards the east border,
and westward in front of the twenty-five
thousand towards the west border, along-
side the portions, it shall be for the prince.
The holy offering and the sanctuary of the
house shall be in themiddle of it.

22 Moreover, from the possession of the
Levites, and from the possession of the city,
being in the middle of that which is the
prince’s, between the border of Judah and
the border of Benjamin, shall be for the
prince.

23 “As for the rest of the tribes: from the
east side to the west side, Benjamin, one
portion.

24 “By the border of Benjamin, from the
east side to the west side, Simeon, one por-
tion.

25 “By the border of Simeon, from the east
side to the west side, Issachar, one portion.

26 “By the border of Issachar, from the
east side to the west side, Zebulun, one
portion.

27 “By the border of Zebulun, from the
east side to the west side, Gad, one portion.

28 “By the border of Gad, at the south side
southward, the border shall be even from
Tamar to thewaters ofMeribath Kadesh, to
the brook, to the great sea.

29 “This is the landwhich you shall divide
by lot to the tribes of Israel for inheritance,
and these are their several portions, says
the Lord GOD.

30 “These are the exits of the city: On the
north side four thousand and five hundred
reeds bymeasure;

31and the gates of the city shall be named
after the tribes of Israel, three gates north-
ward: the gate of Reuben, one; the gate of
Judah, one; the gate of Levi, one.

32 “At the east side four thousand and five
hundred reeds, and three gates: even the
gate of Joseph, one; the gate of Benjamin,
one; the gate of Dan, one.

33 “At the south side four thousand and
five hundred reeds by measure, and three
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gates: the gate of Simeon, one; the gate of
Issachar, one; the gate of Zebulun, one.

34“At thewest side four thousandandfive
hundred reeds, with their three gates: the
gate of Gad, one; the gate of Asher, one; the
gate of Naphtali, one.

35 “It shall be eighteen thousand reeds in
circumference; and the name of the city
from that day shall be, ‘The LORD is there.’
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The Book of
Daniel

1 In the third year of the reign of Je-
hoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and be-
sieged it.

2The Lord† gave Jehoiakim king of Judah
intohishand,with someof thevessels of the
house of God;‡ and he carried them into the
land of Shinar to the house of his god. He
brought the vessels into the treasure house
of his god.

3The king spoke to Ashpenaz, the master
of his eunuchs, that he shouldbring in some
of the children of Israel, even of the royal
offspring§ and of the nobles:

4 youths in whom was no defect, but
well-favoured, skilful in all wisdom, en-
dowed with knowledge, understanding sci-
ence, and who had the ability to stand in
the king’s palace; and that he should teach
them the learning and the language of the
Chaldeans.

5 The king appointed for them a daily
portion of the king’s delicacies and of the
wine which he drank, and that they should
be nourished three years, that at its end
they should stand before the king.

6 Now amongst these of the children of
JudahwereDaniel, Hananiah,Mishael, and
Azariah.

7 The prince of the eunuchs gave names
to them: to Daniel he gave the name Beltes-
hazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael,
Meshach; and to Azariah, Abednego.

8But Daniel purposed in his heart that he
would not defile himselfwith the king’s del-
icacies, nor with the wine which he drank.
Therefore he requested of the prince of the
eunuchs that hemight not defile himself.

9NowGodmadeDanielfindkindnessand
compassion in the sight of the prince of the
eunuchs.

10 The prince of the eunuchs said to
Daniel, “I fear my lord the king, who has
appointed your food and your drink. For
why should he see your facesworse looking
than the youths who are of your own age?
Thenyouwouldendangermyheadwith the
king.”

11 Then Daniel said to the steward whom
the prince of the eunuchs had appointed
over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and
Azariah:

12 “Test your servants, I beg you, ten days;
and let them give us vegetables to eat and
water to drink.

13 Then let our faces be examined before
you, and the face of the youths who eat of
the king’s delicacies; and as you see, deal
with your servants.”

14 So he listened to them in this matter,
and tested them for ten days.

15 At the end of ten days, their faces ap-
peared fairer and they were fatter in flesh
than all the youths who ate of the king’s
delicacies.

16 So the steward took away their delica-
cies and the wine that they were given to
drink, and gave them vegetables.

17Now as for these four youths, God gave
them knowledge and skill in all learning
and wisdom; and Daniel had understand-
ing in all visions and dreams.

18 At the end of the days which the king
had appointed for bringing them in, the
prince of the eunuchs brought them in be-
fore Nebuchadnezzar.

19 The king talked with them; and
amongst them all was found no one like
Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah.
Therefore they stood before the king.

20 In every matter of wisdom and un-
derstanding concerning which the king
enquired of them, he found them ten
times better than all the magicians and en-
chanters whowere in all his realm.

21Daniel continued even to the first year
of King Cyrus.

2
1 In the second year of the reign of

Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar dreamt
dreams; andhis spiritwas troubled, andhis
sleep went from him.

2 Then the king commanded that the ma-
gicians, the enchanters, the sorcerers, and
the Chaldeans be called to tell the king his
dreams. So they came in and stood before
the king.

3 The king said to them, “I have dreamt
a dream, and my spirit is troubled to know
the dream.”

4Then the Chaldeans spoke to the king in
the Syrian language, “O king, live forever!
Tell your servants the dream, and we will
show the interpretation.”

5 The king answered the Chaldeans, “The
thing has gone from me. If you don’t make
known to me the dream and its interpre-
tation, you will be cut in pieces, and your
houses will be made a dunghill.

6But if you show the dream and its inter-
pretation, youwill receive frommegifts, re-
wards, and great honour. Therefore show
me the dream and its interpretation.”

† 1:2: Theword translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” ‡ 1:2: TheHebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). § 1:3:
or, seed
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7 They answered the second time and
said, “Let the king tell his servants the
dream, and we will show the interpreta-
tion.”

8 The king answered, “I know of a cer-
tainty that you are trying to gain time, be-
cause you see the thing has gone fromme.

9 But if you don’t make known to me
the dream, there is but one law for you;
for you have prepared lying and corrupt
words to speak before me, until the situa-
tion changes. Therefore tell me the dream,
and I will know that you can show me its
interpretation.”

10 The Chaldeans answered the king and
said, “There is not a man on the earth who
can show the king’s matter, because no
king, lord, or ruler has asked such a thing
of anymagician, enchanter, or Chaldean.

11 It is a rare thing that the king requires,
and there isnootherwhocanshowitbefore
the king except the gods, whose dwelling is
not with flesh.”

12Because of this, the kingwas angry and
very furious, and commanded that all the
wise men of Babylon be destroyed.

13 So the decree went out, and the wise
men were to be slain. They sought Daniel
and his companions to be slain.

14 Then Daniel returned answer with
counsel and prudence to Arioch the captain
of the king’s guard, who had gone out to kill
the wise men of Babylon.

15 He answered Arioch the king’s cap-
tain, “Why is the decree so urgent from the
king?” Then Arioch made the thing known
to Daniel.

16Daniel went in, and desired of the king
that he would appoint him a time, and he
would show the king the interpretation.

17 Then Daniel went to his house and
made the thing known to Hananiah,
Mishael, and Azariah, his companions:

18 that they would desire mercies of the
God of heaven concerning this secret, that
Daniel and his companions would not per-
ishwith the rest of thewisemenof Babylon.

19Then the secret was revealed to Daniel
in a vision of the night. ThenDaniel blessed
the God of heaven.

20Daniel answered,
“Blessed be the name of God forever and

ever;
for wisdom andmight are his.

21He changes the times and the seasons.
He removes kings and sets up kings.

He gives wisdom to the wise,
and knowledge to those who have un-
derstanding.

22He reveals the deep and secret things.

He knows what is in the darkness,
and the light dwells with him.

23 I thank you and praise you,
O God of my fathers,

who have givenmewisdom andmight,
and have nowmade known tomewhat
we desired of you;

for you have made known to us the
king’s matter.”

24 Therefore Daniel went in to Arioch,
whomthekinghadappointed todestroy the
wise men of Babylon. He went and said
this to him: “Don’t destroy the wise men of
Babylon. Bring me in before the king, and I
will show to the king the interpretation.”

25 Then Arioch brought in Daniel before
the king in haste, and said this to him: “I
have found a man of the children of the
captivity of Judah who will make known to
the king the interpretation.”

26 The king answered Daniel, whose
name was Belteshazzar, “Are you able to
make known tome the dreamwhich I have
seen, and its interpretation?”

27 Daniel answered before the king, and
said, “The secret which the king has de-
manded can’t be shown to the king by wise
men, enchanters, magicians, or soothsay-
ers;

28 but there is a God in heaven who re-
veals secrets, and he has made known to
King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the
latter days. Your dream and the visions of
your head on your bed are these:

29 “As for you, O king, your thoughts came
on your bed, what should happen here-
after; and he who reveals secrets has made
known to you what will happen.

30But as forme, this secret is not revealed
to me for any wisdom that I have more
than any living, but to the intent that the
interpretation may be made known to the
king, and that you may know the thoughts
of your heart.

31 “You, O king, saw, and behold,† a great
image. This image, which was mighty, and
whose brightness was excellent, stood be-
fore you; and its appearancewas terrifying.

32 As for this image, its head was of fine
gold, its chest and its arms of silver, its belly
and its thighs of bronze,

33 its legs of iron, its feet part of iron and
part of clay.

34You saw until a stone was cut out with-
out hands, which struck the image on its
feet that were of iron and clay, and broke
them in pieces.

35 Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the
silver, and the gold were broken in pieces
together, and became like the chaff of the

† 2:31: “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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summer threshing floors. Thewind carried
them away, so that no place was found for
them. The stone that struck the image be-
came a greatmountain and filled thewhole
earth.

36 “This is the dream; and we will tell its
interpretation before the king.

37You, O king, are king of kings, to whom
the God of heaven has given the kingdom,
the power, the strength, and the glory.

38 Wherever the children of men dwell,
he has given the animals of the field and
the birds of the sky into your hand, and has
made you rule over them all. You are the
head of gold.

39 “After you, another kingdom will arise
that is inferior to you; and another third
kingdom of bronze, which will rule over all
the earth.

40 The fourth kingdom will be strong as
iron, because ironbreaks in pieces and sub-
dues all things; and as iron that crushes all
these, it will break in pieces and crush.

41Whereas you saw the feet and toes, part
of potters’ clay and part of iron, it will be a
divided kingdom; but there will be in it of
the strength of the iron, because you saw
the ironmixed withmiry clay.

42As the toes of the feet were part of iron,
and part of clay, so the kingdom will be
partly strong and partly brittle.

43Whereas you saw the iron mixed with
miry clay, they will mingle themselves with
the seed of men; but they won’t cling to one
another, even as iron does not mix with
clay.

44 “In the days of those kings the God of
heaven will set up a kingdom which will
never be destroyed, nor will its sovereignty
be left to another people; but it will break
in pieces and consume all these kingdoms,
and it will stand forever.

45 Because you saw that a stone was cut
out of the mountain without hands, and
that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze,
the clay, the silver, and the gold, the great
God has made known to the king what will
happen hereafter. The dream is certain,
and its interpretation sure.”

46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his
face, worshipped Daniel, and commanded
that they should offer an offering and sweet
odours to him.

47The king answered to Daniel, and said,
“Of a truth your God is the God of gods,
and the Lord of kings, and a revealler of
secrets, since you have been able to reveal
this secret.”

48 Then the king made Daniel great and
gave him many great gifts, and made him
rule over the whole province of Babylon
and to be chief governor over all the wise
men of Babylon.

49Daniel requested of the king, andhe ap-
pointed Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
over the affairs of the province of Babylon,
but Daniel was in the king’s gate.

3
1 Nebuchadnezzar the king made an im-

age of gold, whose height was sixty cubits†
and its width six cubits. He set it up in the
plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon.

2 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent to
gather together the local governors, the
deputies, and the governors, the judges,
the treasurers, the counsellors, the sheriffs,
and all the rulers of the provinces, to come
to the dedication of the image which Neb-
uchadnezzar the king had set up.

3 Then the local governors, the deputies,
and the governors, the judges, the treasur-
ers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, and all
the rulers of the provinces were gathered
together to the dedication of the image that
Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up; and
they stoodbefore the image thatNebuchad-
nezzar had set up.

4 Then the herald cried aloud, “To you it
is commanded, peoples, nations, and lan-
guages,

5 thatwhenever youhear the soundof the
horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe, and all
kinds of music, you fall down and worship
the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the
king has set up.

6Whoever doesn’t fall down andworship
shall be cast into the middle of a burning
fiery furnace the same hour.”

7 Therefore at that time, when all the
peoples heard the sound of the horn, flute,
zither, lyre, harp, pipe, and all kinds of
music, all the peoples, the nations, and
the languages fell down and worshipped
the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the
king had set up.

8Thereforeat that timecertainChaldeans
came near and brought accusation against
the Jews.

9 They answered Nebuchadnezzar the
king, “O king, live for ever!

10 You, O king, have made a decree that
everymanwhohears the soundof thehorn,
flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe, and all kinds
of music shall fall down and worship the
golden image;

† 3:1: A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimetres.
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11 and whoever doesn’t fall down and
worship shall be cast into the middle of a
burning fiery furnace.

12There are certain Jewswhom you have
appointed over the affairs of the province
of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-
nego. These men, O king, have not re-
spected you. They don’t serve your gods,
and don’t worship the golden image which
you have set up.”

13ThenNebuchadnezzar in rage and fury
commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego be brought. Then these men
were brought before the king.

14 Nebuchadnezzar answered them, “Is
it true, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,
that you don’t serve my gods and you don’t
worship the golden image which I have set
up?

15 Now if you are ready whenever you
hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither,
lyre, harp, pipe, andall kindsofmusic to fall
down and worship the image which I have
made, good; but if you don’t worship, you
shall be cast the same hour into the middle
of a burning fiery furnace. Who is that god
whowill deliver you out of my hands?”

16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
answered the king, “Nebuchadnezzar, we
have no need to answer you in this matter.

17 If it happens, our God whom we serve
is able to deliver us from the burning fiery
furnace; and he will deliver us out of your
hand, O king.

18But if not, let it be known to you, O king,
that wewill not serve your gods or worship
the golden image which you have set up.”

19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was full of
fury, and the form of his appearance was
changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego. He spoke, and commanded that
they should heat the furnace seven times
more than it was usually heated.

20 He commanded certain mighty men
who were in his army to bind Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, and to cast them
into the burning fiery furnace.

21 Then these men were bound in their
pants, their tunics, and their mantles, and
their other clothes, and were cast into the
middle of the burning fiery furnace.

22 Therefore because the king’s com-
mandment was urgent and the furnace ex-
ceedingly hot, the flame of the fire killed
thosemenwho tookupShadrach,Meshach,
and Abednego.

23 These three men, Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego, fell down bound into the
middle of the burning fiery furnace.

24ThenNebuchadnezzar the kingwas as-
tonishedand roseup inhaste. He spokeand
said to his counsellors, “Didn’twe cast three
men bound into themiddle of the fire?”
They answered the king, “True, O king.”
25 He answered, “Look, I see four men

loose, walking in themiddle of the fire, and
they are unharmed. The appearance of the
fourth is like a son of the gods.‡”

26 Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to
the mouth of the burning fiery furnace. He
spoke and said, “Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, you servants of the Most High
God, come out, and come here!”
Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego

came out of themiddle of the fire.
27 The local governors, the deputies, and

the governors, and the king’s counsellors,
being gathered together, saw these men,
that the fire had no power on their bodies.
The hair of their head wasn’t singed. Their
pants weren’t changed. The smell of fire
wasn’t even on them.

28 Nebuchadnezzar spoke and said,
“Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego, who has sent his angel and
delivered his servants who trusted in him,
and have changed the king’s word, and
have yielded their bodies, that they might
not serve nor worship any god except their
own God.

29 Therefore I make a decree that every
people, nation, and language which speak
anything evil against the God of Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego shall be cut in
pieces, and their houses shall be made a
dunghill, because there is no other godwho
is able to deliver like this.”

30Then the king promoted Shadrach, Me-
shach, and Abednego in the province of
Babylon.

4
1Nebuchadnezzar the king,
to all the peoples, nations, and lan-

guages, who dwell in all the earth:
Peace bemultiplied to you.
2 It has seemed good to me to show

the signs andwonders that theMost High
God has worked towards me.

3How great are his signs!
Howmighty are his wonders!

His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom.
His dominion is from generation to
generation.

4 I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at rest in my
house, and flourishing inmy palace.

5 I saw a dreamwhichmademe afraid;
and the thoughts onmy bed and the visions
of my head troubledme.

‡ 3:25: Or, the Son of God.
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6 Therefore I made a decree to bring in
all the wisemen of Babylon beforeme, that
theymightmake known tome the interpre-
tation of the dream.

7 Then the magicians, the enchanters,
the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers came
in; and I told them the dream, but they
didn’tmake known tome its interpretation.

8But at last, Daniel came in before me,
whose namewas Belteshazzar according to
the name of my god, and in whom is the
spirit of the holy gods. I told the dream
before him, saying,

9 “Belteshazzar, master of the magi-
cians, because I know that the spirit of the
holy gods is in you and no secret troubles
you, tell me the visions of my dream that
I have seen, and its interpretation.

10 These were the visions of my head
on my bed: I saw, and behold, a tree in
the middle of the earth; and its height was
great.

11 The tree grew and was strong. Its
height reached to the sky and its sight to the
end of all the earth.

12 Its leaves were beautiful, and it had
much fruit, and in it was food for all. The
animals of the field had shade under it, and
thebirdsof the sky lived in itsbranches, and
all flesh was fed from it.

13 “I saw in the visions of my head on
mybed, and behold, a holywatcher came
down from the sky.

14 He cried aloud and said this: ‘Cut
down the tree, and cut off its branches!
Shake off its leaves and scatter its fruit! Let
the animals get away from under it and the
birds from its branches.

15 Nevertheless leave the stump of its
roots in the earth, even with a band of iron
and bronze, in the tender grass of the field;
and let it bewetwith the dew of the sky. Let
his portion be with the animals in the grass
of the earth.

16Let his heart be changed fromman’s,
and let an animal’s heart be given to him.
Then let seven times pass over him.

17 “ ‘The sentence is by the decree of the
watchers and the demand by the word
of the holy ones, to the intent that the
livingmay know that theMost High rules
in the kingdom of men, and gives it to
whomever he will, and sets up over it the
lowest of men.’

18 “This dream I, KingNebuchadnezzar,
have seen; and you, Belteshazzar, declare
the interpretation, because all the wise
men of my kingdom are not able to make
known to me the interpretation; but you
are able, for the spirit of the holy gods is
in you.”

19Then Daniel, whose name was Belte-
shazzar, was stricken mute for a while,
and his thoughts troubled him. The
king answered, “Belteshazzar, don’t let
the dream or the interpretation, trouble
you.”
Belteshazzar answered, “My lord, may

the dreambe for thosewho hate you, and
its interpretation to your adversaries.

20 The tree that you saw, which grew
and was strong, whose height reached to
the sky and its sight to all the earth;

21whose leaves were beautiful and its
fruit plentiful, and in it was food for all;
under which the animals of the field lived,
and onwhose branches the birds of the sky
had their habitation—

22 it is you, O king, that have grown
and become strong; for your greatness has
grown, and reaches to the sky, and your
dominion to the end of the earth.

23 “Whereas the king saw a holy
watcher coming down from the sky and
saying, ‘Cut down the tree, and destroy it;
nevertheless leave the stump of its roots
in the earth, evenwith a band of iron and
bronze, in the tender grass of the field,
and let it be wet with the dew of the sky.
Let his portion be with the animals of the
field, until seven times pass over him.’

24 “This is the interpretation, O king,
and it is the decree of the Most High,
which has come onmy lord the king:

25 You will be driven from men and
your dwelling shall be with the animals of
the field. You will be made to eat grass
as oxen, and will be wet with the dew of
the sky, and seven times shall pass over
you, until you know that the Most High
rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it to
whomever he will.

26Whereas it was commanded to leave
the stumpof the roots of the tree, your king-
domshallbe sure toyouafteryouknowthat
Heaven rules.

27 Therefore, O king, let my counsel be
acceptable to you, and break off your sins
by righteousness, and your iniquities by
showing mercy to the poor. Perhaps there
may be a lengthening of your tranquillity.”

28All this came on the King Nebuchad-
nezzar.

29 At the end of twelve months he was
walking in the royal palace of Babylon.

30 The king spoke and said, “Is not this
great Babylon, which I have built for the
royal dwelling place by the might of my
power and for the glory of mymajesty?”

31 While the word was in the king’s
mouth, a voice came from the sky, say-
ing, “O King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is
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spoken: ‘The kingdomhas departed from
you.

32 You shall be driven from men, and
your dwelling shall be with the animals of
the field. You shall bemade to eat grass like
oxen. Seven times shall pass over you, until
you know that the Most High rules in the
kingdom of men, and gives it to whomever
he will.’ ”

33 This was fulfilled the same hour on
Nebuchadnezzar. He was driven from
men and ate grass like oxen; and his body
was wet with the dew of the sky until his
hair had grown like eagles’ feathers, and
his nails like birds’ claws.

34 At the end of the days I, Nebuchad-
nezzar, lifted up my eyes to heaven, and
my understanding returned to me; and I
blessed the Most High, and I praised and
honoured himwho lives forever,

for his dominion is an everlasting domin-
ion,

and his kingdom from generation to
generation.

35 All the inhabitants of the earth are re-
puted as nothing;

and he does according to his will in the
army of heaven,

and amongst the inhabitants of the
earth;

and no one can stop his hand,
or ask him, “What are you doing?”
36 At the same time my understanding

returned to me; and for the glory of my
kingdom, my majesty and brightness re-
turned to me. My counsellors and my
lords sought me; and I was established in
mykingdom, andexcellent greatnesswas
added tome.

37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and
extol and honour the King of heaven; for all
his works are truth, and his ways justice;
and those who walk in pride he is able to
abase.

5
1 Belshazzar the king made a great feast

to a thousand of his lords, and drank wine
before the thousand.

2 Belshazzar, while he tasted the wine,
commanded that the golden and silver
vessels which Nebuchadnezzar his father
had taken out of the temple which was in
Jerusalem be brought to him, that the king
and his lords, his wives and his concubines,
might drink from them.

3 Then they brought the golden vessels
that were taken out of the temple of God’s
housewhichwas at Jerusalem; and the king
and his lords, his wives and his concubines,
drank from them.

4 They drank wine, and praised the gods
of gold, and of silver, of bronze, of iron, of
wood, and of stone.

5 In the same hour, the fingers of a man’s
hand came out and wrote near the lamp
stand on the plaster of the wall of the king’s
palace. The king saw the part of the hand
that wrote.

6 Then the king’s face was changed in
him, andhis thoughts troubledhim; and the
joints of his thighs were loosened, and his
knees struck one against another.

7 The king cried aloud to bring in the
enchanters, the Chaldeans, and the sooth-
sayers. The king spoke and said to the wise
men of Babylon, “Whoever reads this writ-
ing and shows me its interpretation shall
be clothed with purple, and have a chain of
gold about his neck, and shall be the third
ruler in the kingdom.”

8 Then all the king’s wise men came in;
but they could not read the writing, and
couldn’t make known to the king the inter-
pretation.

9 Then King Belshazzar was greatly trou-
bled, and his face was changed in him, and
his lords were perplexed.

10Thequeenby reasonof thewordsof the
king and his lords came into the banquet
house. The queen spoke and said, “O king,
live forever; don’t let your thoughts trouble
you, nor let your face be changed.

11 There is a man in your kingdom in
whom is the spirit of the holy gods; and in
the days of your father, light and under-
standing and wisdom, like the wisdom of
the gods, were found in him. The king, Neb-
uchadnezzar, your father—yes, the king,
your father—made him master of the ma-
gicians, enchanters, Chaldeans, and sooth-
sayers,

12because an excellent spirit, knowledge,
understanding, interpreting of dreams,
showing of dark sentences, and dissolving
of doubts were found in the same Daniel,
whom the king named Belteshazzar. Now
let Daniel be called, and he will show the
interpretation.”

13 Then Daniel was brought in before the
king. The king spoke and said to Daniel,
“Are you that Daniel of the children of the
captivity of Judah,whomthekingmy father
brought out of Judah?

14 I haveheardof you, that the spirit of the
gods is in youand that light, understanding,
and excellent wisdom are found in you.

15 Now the wise men, the enchanters,
have been brought in before me, that they
should read this writing, and make known
to me its interpretation; but they could not
show the interpretation of the thing.
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16 But I have heard of you, that you can
give interpretations and dissolve doubts.
Now if you can read the writing and make
known to me its interpretation, you shall
be clothed with purple, and have a chain
of gold around your neck, and shall be the
third ruler in the kingdom.”

17Then Daniel answered before the king,
“Let your gifts be to yourself, and give your
rewards to another. Nevertheless, I will
read the writing to the king, and make
known to him the interpretation.

18 “To you, king, the Most High God gave
Nebuchadnezzar your father the kingdom,
and greatness, and glory, andmajesty.

19 Because of the greatness that he gave
him, all the peoples, nations, and languages
trembled and feared before him. He killed
whom he wanted to, and he kept alive
whom he wanted to. He raised up whom
he wanted to, and he put down whom he
wanted to.

20 But when his heart was lifted up, and
his spirit was hardened so that he dealt
proudly, he was deposed from his kingly
throne, and they took his glory from him.

21 He was driven from the sons of men,
and his heart was made like the animals’,
andhisdwellingwaswith thewilddonkeys.
He was fed with grass like oxen, and his
body was wet with the dew of the sky, until
he knew that theMost HighGod rules in the
kingdom of men, and that he sets up over it
whomever he will.

22 “You, his son, Belshazzar, have not
humbled your heart, though you knew all
this,

23 but have lifted up yourself against the
Lord of heaven; and they have brought the
vessels of his house before you, and you
and your lords, your wives, and your con-
cubines, have drunk wine from them. You
have praised the gods of silver and gold,
of bronze, iron, wood, and stone, which
don’t see, or hear, or know; and you have
not glorified the God in whose hand your
breath is, and whose are all your ways.

24Then thepart of thehandwas sent from
before him, and this writing was inscribed.

25 “This is the writing that was inscribed:
‘MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN.’

26 “This is the interpretation of the thing:
MENE: God has counted your kingdom, and
brought it to an end.
27 TEKEL: you are weighed in the balances,
and are foundwanting.
28 PERES: your kingdom is divided, and
given to theMedes and Persians.”

29ThenBelshazzar commanded, and they
clothed Daniel with purple, and put a chain

of gold about his neck, andmade proclama-
tion concerning him, that he should be the
third ruler in the kingdom.

30 In that night Belshazzar the Chaldean
King was slain.

31Darius theMede received the kingdom,
being about sixty-two years old.

6
1 It pleasedDarius to set over thekingdom

one hundred and twenty local governors,
who should be throughout the whole king-
dom;

2 and over them three presidents, of
whom Daniel was one, that these local gov-
ernorsmight give account to them, and that
the king should suffer no loss.

3 Then this Daniel was distinguished
above the presidents and the local gover-
nors, because an excellent spirit was in
him; and the king thought to set him over
the whole realm.

4Then the presidents and the local gover-
nors sought to find occasion against Daniel
as touching the kingdom; but they could
find no occasion or fault, because he was
faithful. There wasn’t any error or fault
found in him.

5 Then these men said, “We won’t find
any occasion against this Daniel, unless we
find it against him concerning the lawof his
God.”

6 Then these presidents and local gover-
nors assembled together to the king, and
said this to him, “King Darius, live forever!

7 All the presidents of the kingdom, the
deputies and the local governors, the coun-
sellors and the governors, have consulted
together to establish a royal statute and to
make a strong decree, that whoever asks a
petition of any god or man for thirty days,
except of you, O king, he shall be cast into
the den of lions.

8 Now, O king, establish the decree and
sign the writing, that it not be changed,
according to the law of the Medes and Per-
sians, which doesn’t alter.”

9 Therefore King Darius signed the writ-
ing and the decree.

10WhenDaniel knew that thewritingwas
signed, he went into his house (now his
windows were open in his room towards
Jerusalem) and he knelt on his knees three
times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks
before his God, as he did before.

11 Then these men assembled together,
and found Daniel making petition and sup-
plication before his God.

12 Then they came near, and spoke be-
fore the king concerning the king’s decree:
“Haven’t you signed a decree that every
man who makes a petition to any god or
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man within thirty days, except to you, O
king, shall be cast into the den of lions?”
The king answered, “This thing is true,

according to the law of the Medes and Per-
sians, which doesn’t alter.”

13 Then they answered and said before
the king, “That Daniel, who is of the chil-
dren of the captivity of Judah, doesn’t re-
spect you, O king, nor the decree that you
have signed, but makes his petition three
times a day.”

14 Then the king, when he heard these
words, was very displeased, and set his
heart on Daniel to deliver him; and he
laboured until the going down of the sun to
rescue him.

15 Then these men assembled together
to the king, and said to the king, “Know,
O king, that it is a law of the Medes and
Persians, that no decree nor statute which
the king establishes may be changed.”

16 Then the king commanded, and they
brought Daniel and cast him into the den
of lions. The king spoke and said to Daniel,
“Your God whom you serve continually, he
will deliver you.”

17 A stone was brought, and laid on the
mouth of the den; and the king sealed it
with his own signet, and with the signet of
his lords; that nothing might be changed
concerning Daniel.

18 Then the king went to his palace, and
passed the night fasting. Nomusical instru-
ments were brought before him; and his
sleep fled from him.

19 Then the king arose very early in the
morning, and went in haste to the den of
lions.

20 When he came near to the den to
Daniel, he cried with a troubled voice. The
king spoke and said to Daniel, “Daniel, ser-
vant of the living God, is your God, whom
you serve continually, able to deliver you
from the lions?”

21 Then Daniel said to the king, “O king,
live forever!

22MyGodhas sent his angel, and has shut
the lions’ mouths, and they have not hurt
me, because innocence was found in me
before him; and also before you, O king, I
have done no harm.”

23 Then the king was exceedingly glad,
and commanded that they should take
Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel was
takenupoutof theden, andnokindofharm
was found on him, because he had trusted
in his God.

24 The king commanded, and they
brought those men who had accused
Daniel, and they cast them into the den of
lions—them, their children, and theirwives;
and the lions mauled them, and broke all

their bones in pieces before they came to
the bottom of the den.

25 Then King Darius wrote to all the peo-
ples, nations, and languages who dwell in
all the earth:

“Peace bemultiplied to you.
26“Imakeadecree that inall thedomin-

ion ofmy kingdommen tremble and fear
before the God of Daniel.

“For he is the living God,
and steadfast forever.

His kingdom is that which will not be de-
stroyed.

His dominion will be even to the end.
27He delivers and rescues.

Heworks signs andwonders in heaven
and in earth,

who has delivered Daniel from the
power of the lions.”

28So this Daniel prospered in the reign of
Darius and in the reignofCyrus thePersian.

7
1 In the first year of Belshazzar king of

Babylon, Daniel had a dream and visions of
his head while on his bed. Then he wrote
the dream and told the sum of thematters.

2 Daniel spoke and said, “I saw in my
vision by night, and, behold, the fourwinds
of the sky broke out on the great sea.

3 Four great animals came up from the
sea, different from one another.

4 “The first was like a lion, and had ea-
gle’s wings. I watched until its wings were
plucked, and it was lifted up from the earth
and made to stand on two feet as a man. A
man’s heart was given to it.

5 “Behold, there was another animal, a
second, like a bear. It was raised up on
one side, and three ribs were in its mouth
between its teeth. They said this to it: ‘Arise!
Devourmuch flesh!’

6 “After this I saw, and behold, another,
like a leopard, which had on its back four
wings of a bird. The animal also had four
heads; and dominion was given to it.

7“After this I saw in thenight visions, and,
behold, there was a fourth animal, awe-
some, powerful, and exceedingly strong. It
had great iron teeth. It devoured and broke
in pieces, and stamped the residue with its
feet. It was different from all the animals
that were before it. It had ten horns.

8 “I considered the horns, and behold,
there cameup amongst themanother horn,
a little one, before which three of the first
horns were plucked up by the roots; and
behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes
of aman, and amouth speaking arrogantly.
9 “I watched until thrones were placed,

and one whowas Ancient of Days sat.
His clothing was white as snow,
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and the hair of his head like pure wool.
His throne was fiery flames,

and its wheels burning fire.
10A fiery stream issued and came out from

before him.
Thousands of thousands ministered to
him.

Ten thousand times ten thousand stood
before him.

The judgement was set.
The books were opened.

11 “I watched at that time because of the
voice of the arrogantwordswhich the horn
spoke. I watched even until the animal was
slain, and its body destroyed, and it was
given to be burnt with fire.

12 As for the rest of the animals, their
dominion was taken away; yet their lives
were prolonged for a season and a time.

13 “I saw in the night visions, and behold,
there came with the clouds of the sky one
like a son of man, and he came even to the
Ancient of Days, and they brought himnear
before him.

14 Dominion was given him, and glory,
andakingdom, that all thepeoples, nations,
and languages should serve him. His do-
minion is an everlasting dominion, which
will not pass away, and his kingdom one
that will not be destroyed.

15 “As for me, Daniel, my spirit was
grieved within my body, and the visions of
my head troubledme.

16 I came near to one of those who stood
by, and asked him the truth concerning all
this.

“So he told me, and made me know the
interpretation of the things.

17 ‘These great animals, which are four,
are four kings, who will arise out of the
earth.

18 But the saints of the Most High will
receive the kingdom, and possess the king-
dom forever, even forever and ever.’

19 “Then I desired to know the truth con-
cerning the fourth animal, which was dif-
ferent from all of them, exceedingly terri-
ble, whose teeth were of iron, and its nails
of bronze;whichdevoured, broke inpieces,
and stamped the residue with its feet;

20and concerning the tenhorns thatwere
on its head and the other horn which came
up, and before which three fell, even that
horn that had eyes and a mouth that spoke
arrogantly,whose lookwasmore stout than
its fellows.

21 I saw, and the same horn made war
with the saints, andprevailed against them,

22 until the Ancient of Days came, and
judgement was given to the saints of the
MostHigh, and the timecame that the saints
possessed the kingdom.

23 “So he said, ‘The fourth animal will be
a fourth kingdom on earth, which will be
different from all the kingdoms, and will
devour the whole earth, and will tread it
down and break it in pieces.

24As for the ten horns, ten kingswill arise
out of this kingdom. Anotherwill arise after
them; and he will be different from the
former, and he will put down three kings.

25 He will speak words against the Most
High, and will wear out the saints of the
Most High. Hewill plan to change the times
and the law; and they will be given into his
hand until a time and times and half a time.

26 “ ‘But the judgement will be set, and
they will take away his dominion, to con-
sume and to destroy it to the end.

27 The kingdom and the dominion, and
the greatness of the kingdoms under the
whole sky, will be given to the people of
the saints of the Most High. His kingdom is
an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions
will serve and obey him.’

28 “Here is the end of the matter. As
for me, Daniel, my thoughts troubled me
greatly, andmy facewas changed inme; but
I kept thematter in my heart.”

8
1 In the third year of the reign of King

Belshazzar, a vision appeared to me, even
to me, Daniel, after that which appeared to
me at the first.

2 I saw the vision. Now it was so, that
when I saw, I was in the citadel of Susa,
which is in the province of Elam. I saw in
the vision, and I was by the river Ulai.

3 Then I lifted up my eyes and saw, and
behold, a ram which had two horns stood
before the river. The two horns were high,
but one was higher than the other, and the
higher came up last.

4 I saw the ram pushingwestward, north-
ward, and southward. No animals could
stand before him. There wasn’t any who
could deliver out of his hand, but he did ac-
cording to his will, andmagnified himself.

5 As I was considering, behold, a male
goat came from the west over the surface
of the whole earth, and didn’t touch the
ground. The goat had a notable horn be-
tween his eyes.

6 He came to the ram that had the two
horns, which I saw standing before the
river, and ran on him in the fury of his
power.

7 I saw him come close to the ram, and
he was moved with anger against him, and
struck the ram, and broke his two horns.
There was no power in the ram to stand
before him; but he cast him down to the
ground and trampled on him. There was
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no onewho could deliver the ram out of his
hand.

8 The male goat magnified himself ex-
ceedingly. When he was strong, the great
horn was broken; and instead of it there
came up four notable horns towards the
four winds of the sky.

9Out of one of them came out a little horn
which grewexceedingly great—towards the
south, and towards the east, and towards
the glorious land.

10 It grew great, even to the army of the
sky; and it cast down some of the army and
of the stars to the ground and trampled on
them.

11 Yes, it magnified itself, even to the
prince of the army; and it took away from
him the continual burnt offering, and the
place of his sanctuary was cast down.

12 The army was given over to it together
with the continual burnt offering through
disobedience. It cast down truth to the
ground, and it did its pleasure and pros-
pered.

13 Then I heard a holy one speaking; and
another holy one said to that certain one
who spoke, “How long will the vision about
the continual burnt offering, and the dis-
obedience thatmakes desolate, to give both
the sanctuary and the army to be trodden
under foot be?”

14 He said to me, “To two thousand
and three hundred evenings andmornings.
Then the sanctuary will be cleansed.”

15 When I, even I Daniel, had seen the
vision, I sought to understand it. Then be-
hold, there stood before me someone with
the appearance of a man.

16 I heard a man’s voice between the
banks of the Ulai, which called and said,
“Gabriel, make this man understand the
vision.”

17 So he came near where I stood; and
when he came, I was frightened, and fell on
myface; buthesaid tome, “Understand, son
of man, for the vision belongs to the time of
the end.”

18 Now as he was speaking with me, I
fell into a deep sleep with my face towards
the ground; but he touched me and set me
upright.

19He said, “Behold, I will make you know
what will be in the latter time of the indig-
nation, for it belongs to the appointed time
of the end.

20 The ram which you saw, that had the
two horns, they are the kings of Media and
Persia.

21 The rough male goat is the king of
Greece. The great horn that is between his
eyes is the first king.

22 As for that which was broken, in the
place where four stood up, four kingdoms
will stand up out of the nation, but not with
his power.

23 “In the latter time of their kingdom,
when the transgressors have come to the
full, akingoffierce face, andunderstanding
riddles, will stand up.

24 His power will be mighty, but not by
his own power. He will destroy awesomely,
and will prosper in what he does. He will
destroy the mighty ones and the holy peo-
ple.

25Through his policy he will cause deceit
to prosper in his hand. He will magnify
himself in his heart, and he will destroy
many in their security. Hewill also standup
against the prince of princes, but he will be
broken without human hands.

26 “The vision of the evenings and morn-
ings which has been told is true; but seal
up the vision, for it belongs tomany days to
come.”

27 I, Daniel, fainted, andwas sick for some
days. Then I rose up and did the king’s
business. I wondered at the vision, but no
one understood it.

9
1 In the first year of Darius the son of

Ahasuerus, of the offspring of the Medes,
who was made king over the realm of the
Chaldeans—

2 in the first year of his reign I, Daniel,
understood by the books the number of the
years about which the LORD’s† word came
to Jeremiah the prophet for the accomplish-
ing of the desolations of Jerusalem, even
seventy years.

3 I set my face to the Lord God, to seek
by prayer and petitions, with fasting and
sackcloth and ashes.

4 I prayed to the LORDmy God, andmade
confession, and said,

“Oh, Lord, the great and dreadful God,
who keeps covenant and loving kindness
with those who love him and keep his
commandments,

5 we have sinned, and have dealt per-
versely, and have done wickedly, and have
rebelled, even turning aside from your pre-
cepts and from your ordinances.

6We haven’t listened to your servants
the prophets, who spoke in your name to
our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and
to all the people of the land.

† 9:2: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew
,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh).
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7 “Lord, righteousness belongs to you,
but tousconfusionof face, as it is today; to
the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants
of Jerusalem, and to all Israel, who are
near and who are far off, through all the
countries where you have driven them,
because of their trespass that they have
trespassed against you.

8 Lord, to us belongs confusion of face,
to our kings, to our princes, and to our fa-
thers, because we have sinned against you.

9 To the Lord our God belong mer-
cies and forgiveness, for we have rebelled
against him.

10 We haven’t obeyed the LORD our
God’s voice, towalk inhis laws,whichhe set
before us by his servants the prophets.

11Yes, all Israel have transgressed your
law, turning aside, that they should not
obey your voice.

“Therefore the curse and the oathwrit-
ten in the law ofMoses the servant of God
has been poured out on us, for we have
sinned against him.

12 He has confirmed his words, which
he spoke against us and against our judges
who judged us, by bringing on us a great
evil; for under the whole sky, such has not
been done as has been done to Jerusalem.

13As it iswritten in the lawofMoses, all
this evil has come on us. Yet we have not
entreated the favour of the LORD our God,
thatwe should turn fromour iniquities and
have discernment in your truth.

14 Therefore the LORD has watched
over the evil, and brought it on us; for the
LORD our God is righteous in all his works
which he does, and we have not obeyed his
voice.

15 “Now, Lord our God, who has
brought your people out of the land of
Egypt with a mighty hand, and have
gotten yourself renown, as it is today, we
have sinned. We have done wickedly.

16 Lord, according to all your righ-
teousness, please let your anger and your
wrath be turned away from your city
Jerusalem, your holy mountain; because
for our sins and for the iniquities of our
fathers, Jerusalem and your people have
become a reproach to all who are around
us.

17 “Now therefore, our God, listen to
the prayer of your servant and to his pe-
titions, and cause your face to shine on
your sanctuary that is desolate, for the
Lord’s sake.

18 My God, turn your ear and hear.
Open your eyes and see our desolations,

and the city which is called by your name;
for we do not present our petitions before
you for our righteousness, but for your
great mercies’ sake.

19Lord, hear. Lord, forgive. Lord, listen
and do. Don’t defer, for your own sake, my
God, because your city and your people are
called by your name.”

20While Iwas speaking, praying, andcon-
fessing my sin and the sin of my people Is-
rael, andpresentingmysupplicationbefore
the LORD my God for the holy mountain of
my God—

21yes,while Iwas speaking inprayer—the
man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision
at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly,
touched me about the time of the evening
offering.

22 He instructed me and talked with me,
and said, “Daniel, I have now come to give
you wisdom and understanding.

23 At the beginning of your petitions the
commandment went out, and I have come
to tell you, for you are greatly beloved.
Therefore consider the matter and under-
stand the vision.

24 “Seventy weeks are decreed on your
people and on your holy city, to finish dis-
obedience, to make an end of sins, to make
reconciliation for iniquity, to bring in ever-
lasting righteousness, to seal up vision and
prophecy, and to anoint themost holy.

25 “Know therefore and discern that from
the going out of the commandment to re-
store and build Jerusalem to the Anointed
One,‡ the prince, will be seven weeks and
sixty-two weeks. It will be built again, with
street andmoat, even in troubled times.

26After the sixty-two weeks the Anointed
One§ will be cut off, and will have nothing.
The people of the prince who come will
destroy the city and the sanctuary. Its end
will bewith a flood, andwarwill be even to
the end. Desolations are determined.

27 He will make a firm covenant with
many for one week. In the middle of the
week he will cause the sacrifice and the
offering to cease. On the wing of abomi-
nations will come one whomakes desolate;
and even to the decreed full end, wrathwill
be poured out on the desolate.”

10
1 In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia

a message was revealed to Daniel, whose
namewas calledBelteshazzar; and themes-
sage was true, even a great warfare. He

‡ 9:25: “Anointed One” can also be translated “Messiah” (same as “Christ”). § 9:26: “Anointed One” can also be
translated “Messiah” (same as “Christ”).
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understood the message, and had under-
standing of the vision.

2 In those days I, Daniel, was mourning
three whole weeks.

3 I ate no pleasant food. No meat or
wine came into my mouth. I didn’t anoint
myself at all, until three whole weeks were
fulfilled.

4 In the twenty-fourth day of the first
month, as Iwasby the sideof the great river,
which is Hiddekel,†

5 I lifted up my eyes and looked, and
behold, there was a man clothed in linen,
whosewaist was adornedwith pure gold of
Uphaz.

6His body alsowas like beryl, andhis face
as the appearance of lightning, and his eyes
as flaming torches. His arms and his feet
were like burnished bronze. The voice of
his words was like the voice of a multitude.

7 I, Daniel, alone saw the vision, for the
men who were with me didn’t see the vi-
sion, but a great quaking fell on them, and
they fled to hide themselves.

8 So I was left alone and saw this great
vision. No strength remained inme; for my
face grew deathly pale, and I retained no
strength.

9Yet I heard the voice of his words. When
I heard the voice of his words, then I fell
into a deep sleep on my face, with my face
towards the ground.

10 Behold, a hand touched me, which set
me on my knees and on the palms of my
hands.

11 He said to me, “Daniel, you greatly
beloved man, understand the words that
I speak to you, and stand upright, for I
have been sent to you, now.” When he had
spoken this word to me, I stood trembling.

12 Then he said to me, “Don’t be afraid,
Daniel; for from the first day that you set
your heart to understand, and to humble
yourself before your God, your words were
heard. I have come for your words’ sake.

13But the prince of the kingdom of Persia
withstoodme twenty-onedays; but, behold,
Michael, one of the chief princes, came to
help me because I remained there with the
kings of Persia.

14 Now I have come to make you under-
stand what will happen to your people in
the latter days, for the vision is yet formany
days.”

15 When he had spoken these words to
me, I set my face towards the ground and
wasmute.

16 Behold, one in the likeness of the sons
of men touched my lips. Then I opened
my mouth, and spoke and said to him who

stood before me, “My lord, by reason of the
vision my sorrows have overtakenme, and
I retain no strength.

17 For how can the servant of this my
lord talk with this my lord? For as for me,
immediately there remained no strength in
me. There was no breath left in me.”

18Then one like the appearance of a man
touchedmeagain, andhe strengthenedme.

19He said, “Greatly belovedman, don’t be
afraid. Peace be to you. Be strong. Yes, be
strong.”
Whenhespoke tome, Iwas strengthened,

and said, “Let my lord speak, for you have
strengthenedme.”

20Then he said, “Do you knowwhy I have
come to you? Now Iwill return to fightwith
the prince of Persia. When I go out, behold,
the prince of Greece will come.

21But Iwill tell you thatwhich is inscribed
in the writing of truth. There is no one who
holds with me against these but Michael
your prince.

11
1 “As forme, in the first year of Darius the

Mede, I stood up to confirm and strengthen
him.

2 “Now I will show you the truth. Behold,
three more kings will stand up in Persia.
The fourth will be far richer than all of
them. When he has grown strong through
his riches, he will stir up all against the
realm of Greece.

3 A mighty king will stand up, who will
rulewith great dominion, and do according
to his will.

4When he stands up, his kingdomwill be
brokenandwill bedivided towards the four
winds of the sky, but not to his posterity, nor
according to his dominion with which he
ruled; for his kingdom will be plucked up,
even for others besides these.

5 “The king of the south will be strong.
One of his princes will become stronger
than him, and have dominion. His domin-
ion will be a great dominion.

6 At the end of years they will join them-
selves together; and the daughter of the
king of the southwill come to the king of the
north to make an agreement, but she will
not retain the strength of her arm. He will
also not stand, norwill his arm; but shewill
be given up, with those who brought her,
and he who became the father of her, and
he who strengthened her in those times.

7 “But out of a shoot from her roots one
will stand up in his place, who will come to
the army and will enter into the fortress of
the king of the north, and will deal against
them andwill prevail.

† 10:4: or, Tigris River
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8He will also carry their gods with their
molten images, and with their goodly ves-
sels of silver and of gold, captive into Egypt.
He will refrain some years from the king of
the north.

9He will come into the realm of the king
of the south, but hewill return into his own
land.

10His sonswill wagewar, andwill assem-
ble a multitude of great forces which will
come on, and overflow, and pass through.
They will return and wage war, even to his
fortress.

11 “The king of the south will be moved
with anger andwill come out andfightwith
him, even with the king of the north. He
will send out a great multitude, and the
multitude will be given into his hand.

12 The multitude will be carried off, and
his heart will be exalted. He will cast down
tens of thousands, but he won’t prevail.

13 The king of the north will return, and
will send out a multitude greater than the
former. He will come on at the end of the
times, even of years, with a great army and
with abundant supplies.

14 “In those times many will stand up
against the king of the south. Also the
children of the violent amongst your peo-
ple will lift themselves up to establish the
vision, but they will fall.

15 So the king of the north will come and
cast up a mound, and take a well-fortified
city. The forces of the south won’t stand,
neither will his select troops, neither will
there be any strength to stand.

16 But he who comes against him will do
according to his own will, and no one will
stand before him. He will stand in the
glorious land, and destructionwill be in his
hand.

17 He will set his face to come with the
strength of his whole kingdom, and with
him equitable conditions. He will perform
them. He will give him the daughter of
women, to destroy the kingdom, but she
will not stand, and won’t be for him.

18 After this he will turn his face to the
islands, and will take many, but a prince
will cause the reproach offered by him to
cease. Yes, moreover, he will cause his
reproach to turn on him.

19 Then he will turn his face towards the
fortresses of his own land; but hewill stum-
ble and fall, and won’t be found.

20 “Then one who will cause a tax collec-
tor topass through thekingdomtomaintain
its glory will stand up in his place; but
within few days he shall be destroyed, not
in anger, and not in battle.

21“In his place a contemptible personwill
stand up, to whom they had not given the

honour of the kingdom; but he will come in
time of security, and will obtain the king-
dom by flatteries.

22 The overwhelming forces will be over-
whelmed from before him, andwill be bro-
ken. Yes, also the prince of the covenant.

23After the treaty made with him he will
work deceitfully; for he will come up and
will become strong with few people.

24 In timeof security hewill comeevenon
the fattest places of the province. Hewill do
that which his fathers have not done, nor
his fathers’ fathers. Hewill scatter amongst
themprey, plunder, andwealth. Yes, hewill
devise his plans against the strongholds,
but only for a time.

25 “He will stir up his power and his
courage against the king of the south with
a great army; and the king of the south
will wagewar in battle with an exceedingly
great and mighty army, but he won’t stand;
for they will devise plans against him.

26Yes, those who eat of his delicacies will
destroy him, and his army will be swept
away. Many will fall down slain.

27As for both these kings, their heartswill
be to do evil, and they will speak lies at one
table; but it won’t prosper, for the end will
still be at the appointed time.

28 Then he will return into his land with
great wealth. His heart will be against the
holy covenant. He will take action, and
return to his own land.

29 “He will return at the appointed time
and come into the south; but it won’t be in
the latter time as it was in the former.

30 For ships of Kittim will come against
him. Therefore he will be grieved, and will
return, and have indignation against the
holy covenant, and will take action. He will
even return, and have regard to those who
forsake the holy covenant.

31“Forces fromhimwill profane the sanc-
tuary, even the fortress, and will take away
the continual burnt offering. Then theywill
setup theabomination thatmakesdesolate.

32He will corrupt those who do wickedly
against the covenant by flatteries; but the
people who know their God will be strong
and take action.

33 “Those who are wise amongst the peo-
ple will instruct many; yet they will fall by
the sword and by flame, by captivity and by
plunder, many days.

34Nowwhen they fall, theywill be helped
with a little help; but many will join them-
selves to themwith flatteries.

35 Some of those who are wise will fall—
to refine them, and to purify, and to make
them white, even to the time of the end,
because it is yet for the time appointed.
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36 “The king will do according to his will.
He will exalt himself and magnify himself
above every god, andwill speakmarvellous
things against the God of gods. Hewill pros-
per until the indignation is accomplished,
for that which is determined will be done.

37Hewon’t regard the gods of his fathers,
or the desire of women, or regard any god;
for he will magnify himself above all.

38 But in their place, he will honour the
god of fortresses. He will honour a god
whomhis fathers didn’t knowwith gold, sil-
ver, and with precious stones and pleasant
things.

39 He will deal with the strongest
fortresses by the help of a foreign god.
He will increase with glory whoever
acknowledges him. He will cause them to
rule overmany, andwill divide the land for
a price.

40 “At the time of the end the king of the
south will contend with him; and the king
of the north will come against him like a
whirlwind, with chariots, with horsemen,
and with many ships. He will enter into
the countries, and will overflow and pass
through.

41Hewill enter also into theglorious land,
and many countries will be overthrown;
but these will be delivered out of his hand:
Edom, Moab, and the chief of the children
of Ammon.

42Hewill also stretch out his hand on the
countries. The land of Egypt won’t escape.

43 But he will have power over the trea-
sures of gold and of silver, and over all the
precious things of Egypt. The Libyans and
the Ethiopians will follow his steps.

44 But news out of the east and out of the
north will trouble him; and he will go out
with great fury to destroy and utterly to
sweep awaymany.

45He will plant the tents of his palace be-
tween the sea and the glorious holy moun-
tain; yet hewill come to his end, and no one
will help him.

12
1 “At that time Michael will stand up, the

great prince who stands for the children of
your people; and there will be a time of
trouble, such as never was since there was
a nation even to that same time. At that
time your people will be delivered, every-
one who is foundwritten in the book.

2Many of those who sleep in the dust of
the earth will awake, some to everlasting
life, and some to shame and everlasting
contempt.

3 Those who are wise will shine as the
brightness of the expanse. Those who turn

many to righteousness will shine as the
stars forever and ever.

4 But you, Daniel, shut up the words and
seal the book, even to the time of the end.
Many will run back and forth, and knowl-
edge will be increased.”

5 Then I, Daniel, looked, and behold, two
others stood, one on the river bank on this
side, and the other on the river bankon that
side.

6 One said to the man clothed in linen,
who was above the waters of the river,
“How long will it be to the end of these
wonders?”

7 I heard the man clothed in linen, who
was above the waters of the river, when
he held up his right hand and his left hand
to heaven, and swore by him who lives
forever that itwill be for a time, times, anda
half; andwhen they have finished breaking
in pieces the power of the holy people, all
these things will be finished.

8 I heard, but I didn’t understand. Then I
said, “My lord, what will be the outcome of
these things?”

9 He said, “Go your way, Daniel; for the
words are shut up and sealed until the time
of the end.

10Manywill purify themselves, andmake
themselves white, and be refined, but the
wicked will do wickedly; and none of the
wicked will understand, but those who are
wise will understand.

11“Fromthe time that the continual burnt
offering is taken away and the abomination
that makes desolate set up, there will be
one thousand and two hundred and ninety
days.

12 Blessed is he who waits, and comes to
the one thousand and three hundred and
thirty-five days.

13 “But go your way until the end; for you
will rest, andwill stand in your inheritance
at the end of the days.”
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The Book of
Hosea

1 The LORD’s† word that came to Hosea
the son of Beeri, in the days of Uzziah,
Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Ju-
dah, and in the days of Jeroboam the son of
Joash, king of Israel.

2When the LORD spoke at first by Hosea,
the LORD said to Hosea, “Go, take for your-
self a wife of prostitution and children of
unfaithfulness; for the land commits great
adultery, forsaking the LORD.”

3Sohewentand tookGomer thedaughter
of Diblaim; and she conceived, and bore
him a son.

4 The LORD said to him, “Call his name
Jezreel, for yet a little while, and I will
avenge the blood of Jezreel on the house
of Jehu, and will cause the kingdom of the
house of Israel to cease.

5 It will happen in that day that I will
break the bow of Israel in the valley of
Jezreel.”

6 She conceived again, and bore a daugh-
ter.
Then he said to him, “Call her name Lo-

Ruhamah,‡ for I will no longer have mercy
on the house of Israel, that I should in any
way pardon them.

7 But I will have mercy on the house of
Judah, and will save them by the LORD
their God,§ and will not save them by bow,
sword, battle, horses, or horsemen.”

8 Now when she had weaned Lo-
Ruhamah, she conceived, and bore a son.

9 He said, “Call his name Lo-Ammi,† for
you are not my people, and I will not be
yours.

10Yet the number of the children of Israel
will be as the sand of the sea, which can’t
be measured or counted; and it will come
to pass that, in the place where it was said
to them, ‘You are not my people,’ they will
be called ‘sons of the living God.’

11The children of Judah and the children
of Israel will be gathered together, and they
will appoint themselves one head, and will
goup fromthe land; for greatwill be theday
of Jezreel.

2
1 “Say to your brothers, ‘My people!’†
and to your sisters, ‘My loved one!’‡

2Contend with yourmother!

Contend, for she is not mywife,
neither am I her husband;

and let her put away her prostitution from
her face,

and her adulteries from between her
breasts;

3 lest I strip her naked,
and make her bare as in the day that
she was born,

andmake her like a wilderness,
and set her like a dry land,
and kill her with thirst.

4 Indeed, on her children I will have no
mercy,

for they are children of unfaithfulness.
5For theirmother has played the prostitute.

She who conceived them has done
shamefully;

for she said, ‘I will go after my lovers,
who givememy bread andmywater,
mywool andmy flax,
my oil andmy drink.’

6 Therefore behold,§ I will hedge up your
way with thorns,

and I will build a wall against her,
that she can’t find her way.

7 She will follow after her lovers,
but she won’t overtake them;

and she will seek them,
but won’t find them.

Then shewill say, ‘I will go and return tomy
first husband,

for then it was better with me than
now.’

8 For she didn’t know that I gave her the
grain, the newwine, and the oil,

and multiplied to her silver and gold,
which they used for Baal.

9 Therefore I will take back my grain in its
time,

andmy newwine in its season,
and will pluck away my wool and my
flax which should have covered her
nakedness.

10 Now I will uncover her lewdness in the
sight of her lovers,

and no one will deliver her out of my
hand.

11 I will also cause all her celebrations to
cease:

her feasts, her new moons, her Sab-
baths, and all her solemnassemblies.

12 Iwill laywaste her vines andherfig trees,
aboutwhich shehas said, ‘Thesearemy
wages thatmy lovers have givenme,’

and I will make them a forest,
† 1:1: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew
,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). ‡ 1:6: Lo-Ruhamahmeans “not loved”. § 1:7: The Hebrewword rendered
“God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). † 1:9: Lo-Ammimeans “notmy people”. † 2:1: ‘Ammi’ in Hebrew ‡ 2:1: ‘Ruhamah’
in Hebrew § 2:6: “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an
interjection.
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and the animals of the field shall eat
them.

13 I will visit on her the days of the Baals,
to which she burnt incense

when she decked herself with her earrings
and her jewels,

and went after her lovers
and forgot me,” says the LORD.

14 “Therefore behold, I will allure her,
and bring her into the wilderness,
and speak tenderly to her.

15 I will give her vineyards from there,
and the valley of Achor for a door of
hope;

and she will respond there
as in the days of her youth,
and as in the daywhen she cameup out
of the land of Egypt.

16 It will be in that day,” says the LORD,
“that you will call me ‘my husband,’
and no longer call me ‘mymaster.’

17For Iwill takeaway thenamesof theBaals
out of her mouth,

and they will no longer be mentioned
by name.

18 In that day I will make a covenant for
themwith the animals of the field,

and with the birds of the sky,
and with the creeping things of the
ground.

I will break the bow, the sword, and the
battle out of the land,

and will make them lie down safely.
19 I will betroth you tome forever.

Yes, I will betroth you to me in righ-
teousness, in justice, in loving kind-
ness, and in compassion.

20 I will even betroth you to me in faithful-
ness;

and you shall know the LORD.
21 It will happen in that day, that I will

respond,” says the LORD.
“I will respond to the heavens,
and they will respond to the earth;
22 and the earth will respond to the
grain, and the newwine, and the oil;

and they will respond to Jezreel.
23 I will sow her to me in the earth;

and I will have mercy on her who had
not obtainedmercy;

and I will tell those who were not my
people, ‘You aremy people;’

and they will say, ‘You areMy God!’ ”

3
1 The LORD said to me, “Go again, love a

woman loved by another, and an adulter-
ess, even as the LORD loves the children of
Israel, though they turn to other gods, and
love cakes of raisins.”

2 So I bought her for myself for fifteen
pieces of silver and a homer† and a half of
barley.

3 I said to her, “You shall stay with me
many days. You shall not play the prosti-
tute, and you shall not be with any other
man. I will also be so towards you.”

4For the children of Israel shall livemany
days without king, without prince, without
sacrifice,without sacred stone, andwithout
ephod or idols.

5 Afterward the children of Israel shall
return and seek the LORD their God, and
David their king, and shall comewith trem-
bling to the LORD and to his blessings in the
last days.

4
1Hear the LORD’s word, you children of

Israel,
for the LORD has a charge against the
inhabitants of the land:

“Indeed there is no truth, nor goodness,
nor knowledge of God in the land.

2 There is cursing, lying, murder, stealing,
and committing adultery;

they break boundaries, and bloodshed
causes bloodshed.

3Therefore the land will mourn,
and everyone who dwells in it will
waste away,

with all living things in her,
even the animals of the field and the
birds of the sky;

yes, the fish of the sea also die.

4 “Yet let no man bring a charge, neither let
anyman accuse;

for your people are like those who
bring charges against a priest.

5Youwill stumble in the day,
and the prophet will also stumble with
you in the night;

and I will destroy yourmother.
6Mypeople are destroyed for lack of knowl-

edge.
Because you have rejected knowledge,
I will also reject you,

that youmay be no priest to me.
Because you have forgotten your God’s law,

I will also forget your children.
7 As they were multiplied, so they sinned

against me.
I will change their glory into shame.

8They feed on the sin of my people,
and set their heart on their iniquity.

9 It will be like people, like priest;
and I will punish them for their ways,
and will repay them for their deeds.

10They will eat, and not have enough.
† 3:2: 1 homer is about 220 litres or 6 bushels
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They will play the prostitute, and will
not increase;

because theyhaveabandoned listening
to the LORD.

11 Prostitution, wine, and new wine take
away understanding.

12Mypeople consultwith theirwooden
idol,

and answer to a stick of wood.
Indeed the spirit of prostitution has led

them astray,
and they have been unfaithful to their
God.

13 They sacrifice on the tops of the moun-
tains,

and burn incense on the hills, under
oaks, poplars, and terebinths,

because its shade is good.
Therefore your daughters play the prosti-

tute,
and your brides commit adultery.

14 I will not punish your daughters when
they play the prostitute,

nor your brides when they commit
adultery;

because themen consort with prostitutes,
and they sacrifice with the shrine pros-
titutes;

so the people without understanding
will come to ruin.

15 “Though you, Israel, play the prostitute,
yet don’t let Judah offend;
and don’t come to Gilgal,
neither go up to Beth Aven,
nor swear, ‘As the LORD lives.’

16 For Israel has behaved extremely stub-
bornly, like a stubborn heifer.

Then howwill the LORD feed them like
a lamb in ameadow?

17Ephraim is joined to idols.
Leave him alone!

18Their drink has become sour.
They play the prostitute continually.
Her rulers dearly love their shameful
way.

19 The wind has wrapped her up in its
wings;

and they shall be disappointed because
of their sacrifices.

5
1 “Listen to this, you priests!
Listen, house of Israel,
and give ear, house of the king!

For the judgement is against you;
for you have been a snare at Mizpah,
and a net spread on Tabor.

2The rebels are deep in slaughter,
but I discipline all of them.

3 I know Ephraim,

and Israel is not hidden fromme;
for now, Ephraim, you have played the

prostitute.
Israel is defiled.

4 Their deeds won’t allow them to turn to
their God,

for the spirit of prostitution is within
them,

and they don’t know the LORD.
5The pride of Israel testifies to his face.

Therefore Israel and Ephraim will
stumble in their iniquity.

Judah also will stumble with them.
6 They will go with their flocks and with

their herds to seek the LORD,
but they won’t find him.
He has withdrawn himself from them.

7They are unfaithful to the LORD;
for they have borne illegitimate chil-
dren.

Now the new moon will devour them
with their fields.

8 “Blow the cornet in Gibeah,
and the trumpet in Ramah!
Sound a battle cry at Beth Aven, behind
you, Benjamin!

9 Ephraim will become a desolation in the
day of rebuke.

Amongst the tribes of Israel, I have
made known that which will surely
be.

10 The princes of Judah are like those who
remove a landmark.

I will pour out my wrath on them like
water.

11Ephraim is oppressed,
he is crushed in judgement,
because he is intent in his pursuit of
idols.

12Therefore I am to Ephraim like amoth,
and to the house of Judah like rotten-
ness.

13 “When Ephraim saw his sickness,
and Judah his wound,
then Ephraimwent to Assyria,
and sent to King Jareb:

but he is not able to heal you,
neitherwill he cure youof yourwound.

14For I will be to Ephraim like a lion,
and like a young lion to the house of
Judah.

I myself will tear in pieces and go away.
I will carry off, and therewill be no one
to deliver.

15 I will go and return to my place,
until they acknowledge their offence,
and seekmy face.
In their affliction they will seek me
earnestly.”
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6
1 “Come! Let’s return to the LORD;
for he has torn us to pieces,
and he will heal us;

he has injured us,
and he will bind up our wounds.

2After two days he will revive us.
On the third day he will raise us up,
and wewill live before him.

3Let’s acknowledge the LORD.
Let’s press on to know the LORD.

As surely as the sun rises,
the LORDwill appear.

He will come to us like the rain,
like the spring rain that waters the
earth.”

4 “Ephraim, what shall I do to you?
Judah, what shall I do to you?
For your love is like amorning cloud,
and like the dew that disappears early.

5 Therefore I have cut them to pieces with
the prophets;

I killed them with the words of my
mouth.

Your judgements are like a flash of
lightning.

6For I desire mercy, and not sacrifice;
and the knowledge of God more than
burnt offerings.

7 But they, like Adam, have broken the
covenant.

They were unfaithful to me there.
8Gilead is a city of thosewhowork iniquity;

it is stained with blood.
9As gangs of robberswait to ambushaman,

so the company of priests murder on
the path towards Shechem,

committing shameful crimes.
10 In the house of Israel I have seen a horri-

ble thing.
There is prostitution in Ephraim.
Israel is defiled.

11 “Also, Judah, there is a harvest appointed
for you,

when I restore the fortunes of my peo-
ple.

7
1When I would heal Israel,
then the iniquity of Ephraim is uncov-
ered,

also the wickedness of Samaria;
for they commit falsehood,
and the thief enters in,
and the gang of robbers ravages out-
side.

2 They don’t consider in their hearts that I
remember all their wickedness.

Now their own deeds have engulfed
them.

They are before my face.
3 They make the king glad with their

wickedness,
and the princes with their lies.

4They are all adulterers.
They are burning like an oven that the
baker stops stirring,

from the kneading of the dough, until it
is leavened.

5 On the day of our king, the princes
made themselves sick with the heat
of wine.

He joined his handwithmockers.
6For they have prepared their heart like an

oven,
while they lie in wait.
Their anger smoulders all night.
In the morning it burns as a flaming
fire.

7They are all hot as an oven,
and devour their judges.

All their kings have fallen.
There isnooneamongst themwhocalls
to me.

8 Ephraim mixes himself amongst the na-
tions.

Ephraim is a pancake not turned over.
9 Strangers have devoured his strength,

and he doesn’t realise it.
Indeed, grey hairs are here and there on

him,
and he doesn’t realise it.

10The pride of Israel testifies to his face;
yet they haven’t returned to the LORD
their God,

nor sought him, for all this.

11 “Ephraim is like an easily deceived dove,
without understanding.

They call to Egypt.
They go to Assyria.

12 When they go, I will spread my net on
them.

I will bring them down like the birds of
the sky.

I will chastise them, as their congrega-
tion has heard.

13Woe to them!
For they have wandered fromme.

Destruction to them!
For they have trespassed against me.

Though I would redeem them,
yet they have spoken lies against me.

14They haven’t cried tomewith their heart,
but they howl on their beds.

They assemble themselves for grain and
newwine.

They turn away fromme.
15 Though I have taught and strengthened

their arms,
yet they plot evil against me.

16They return, but not to theMost High.
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They are like a faulty bow.
Their princes will fall by the sword for
the rage of their tongue.

Thiswill be their derision in the land of
Egypt.

8
1 “Put the trumpet to your lips!
Something like an eagle is over the
LORD’s house,

because theyhavebrokenmycovenant
and rebelled against my law.

2 They cry to me, ‘My God, we, Israel, ac-
knowledge you!’

3 Israel has cast off that which is good.
The enemywill pursue him.

4They have set up kings, but not byme.
They have made princes, and I didn’t
approve.

Of their silver and their gold they have
made themselves idols,

that theymay be cut off.
5Let Samaria throw out his calf idol!

My anger burns against them!
How long will it be until they are capa-
ble of purity?

6For this is even from Israel!
Theworkmanmade it, and it is no God;
indeed, the calf of Samaria shall be bro-
ken in pieces.

7For they sow the wind,
and they will reap the whirlwind.

He has no standing grain.
The stalk will yield no head.
If it does yield, strangerswill swallow it
up.

8 Israel is swallowed up.
Now they are amongst the nations like
a worthless thing.

9For they have gone up to Assyria,
like a wild donkey wandering alone.
Ephraim has hired lovers for himself.

10 But although they sold themselves
amongst the nations,

I will now gather them;
and they begin to waste away because
of the oppression of the king of
mighty ones.

11 Because Ephraim has multiplied altars
for sinning,

they became for him altars for sinning.
12 I wrote for him the many things of my

law,
but they were regarded as a strange
thing.

13As for the sacrifices of my offerings,
they sacrificemeat and eat it,
but the LORD doesn’t accept them.

Now hewill remember their iniquity,
and punish their sins.
They will return to Egypt.

14 For Israel has forgotten his Maker and
built palaces;

and Judah has multiplied fortified
cities;

but I will send a fire on his cities,
and it will devour its fortresses.”

9
1Don’t rejoice, Israel, to jubilation like the

nations;
for you were unfaithful to your God.
You love the wages of a prostitute at
every grain threshing floor.

2 The threshing floor and the wine press
won’t feed them,

and the newwine will fail her.
3They won’t dwell in the LORD’s land;

but Ephraimwill return to Egypt,
and they will eat unclean food in As-
syria.

4 They won’t pour out wine offerings to the
LORD,

neither will they be pleasing to him.
Their sacrifices will be to them like the
bread of mourners;

all who eat of it will be polluted;
for their bread will be for their ap-
petite.

It will not come into the LORD’s house.
5 What will you do in the day of solemn

assembly,
and in the day of the feast of the LORD?

6For, behold, when they flee destruction,
Egypt will gather them up.
Memphis will bury them.
Nettles will possess their pleasant
things of silver.

Thorns will be in their tents.
7The days of visitation have come.

The days of reckoning have come.
Israel will consider the prophet to be a fool,

and the man who is inspired to be in-
sane,

because of the abundance of your sins,
and because your hostility is great.

8A prophet watches over Ephraimwith my
God.

A fowler’s snare is on all of his paths,
and hostility in the house of his God.

9They have deeply corrupted themselves,
as in the days of Gibeah.
He will remember their iniquity.
He will punish them for their sins.

10 I found Israel like grapes in the wilder-
ness.

I sawyour fathers as thefirst ripe in the
fig tree at its first season;

but they came to Baal Peor, and con-
secrated themselves to the shameful
thing,
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and became abominable like that
which they loved.

11As for Ephraim, their glory will fly away
like a bird.

There will be no birth, no one with
child, and no conception.

12Though they bring up their children,
yet I will bereave them, so that not a
man shall be left.

Indeed,woe also to themwhen I depart
from them!

13 I have seen Ephraim, like Tyre, planted in
a pleasant place;

but Ephraimwill bring out his children
to themurderer.

14Give them—LORDwhat will you give?
Give themamiscarryingwombanddry
breasts.

15 “All their wickedness is in Gilgal;
for there I hated them.
Because of the wickedness of their
deeds, I will drive them out of my
house!

I will love them nomore.
All their princes are rebels.

16Ephraim is struck.
Their root has dried up.
They will bear no fruit.
Even though they give birth, yet I will
kill the beloved ones of their womb.”

17MyGodwill cast themaway, because they
didn’t listen to him;

and they will be wanderers amongst
the nations.

10
1 Israel is a luxuriant vine that produces

his fruit.
According to the abundance of his fruit
he has multiplied his altars.

As their land has prospered, they have
adorned their sacred stones.

2Their heart is divided.
Now they will be found guilty.
He will demolish their altars.
He will destroy their sacred stones.

3 Surely now they will say, “We have no
king; for we don’t fear the LORD;

and the king, what can he do for us?”
4 They make promises, swearing falsely in

making covenants.
Therefore judgement springs up like
poisonous weeds in the furrows of
the field.

5 The inhabitants of Samaria will be in ter-
ror for the calves of Beth Aven,

for its people will mourn over it,
alongwith its priestswho rejoiced over
it,

for its glory, because it has departed
from it.

6 It also will be carried to Assyria for a
present to a great king.

Ephraimwill receive shame,
and Israel will be ashamed of his own
counsel.

7 Samaria and her king float away
like a twig on the water.

8 The high places also of Aven, the sin of
Israel, will be destroyed.

The thorn and the thistle will come up
on their altars.

They will tell the mountains, “Cover
us!” and the hills, “Fall on us!”

9 “Israel, you have sinned from the days of
Gibeah.

There they remained.
The battle against the children of iniq-
uitydoesn’t overtake them inGibeah.

10When it is my desire, I will chastise them;
and the nations will be gathered
against them

when theyarebound to their two trans-
gressions.

11 Ephraim is a trained heifer that loves to
thresh,

so I will put a yoke on her beautiful
neck.

I will set a rider on Ephraim.
Judah will plough.
Jacob will break his clods.

12 Sow to yourselves in righteousness,
reap according to kindness.

Break up your fallow ground,
for it is time to seek the LORD,
until he comes and rains righteousness
on you.

13You have ploughed wickedness.
You have reaped iniquity.
You have eaten the fruit of lies,
for you trusted in your way, in themul-
titude of yourmighty men.

14Therefore abattle roarwill arise amongst
your people,

and all your fortresses will be de-
stroyed,

as ShalmandestroyedBethArbel in the
day of battle.

The mother was dashed in pieces with
her children.

15 So Bethel will do to you because of your
great wickedness.

At daybreak the king of Israel will be
destroyed.

11
1 “When Israel was a child, then I loved

him,
and calledmy son out of Egypt.
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2 They called to them, so they went from
them.

They sacrificed to the Baals,
and burnt incense to engraved images.

3Yet I taught Ephraim to walk.
I took them by their arms,
but they didn’t know that I healed
them.

4 I drew themwith cords of aman, with ties
of love;

and I was to them like those who lift up
the yoke on their necks;

and I bent down to him and I fed him.

5 “They won’t return into the land of Egypt;
but the Assyrian will be their king,
because they refused to repent.

6The sword will fall on their cities,
and will destroy the bars of their gates,
and will put an end to their plans.

7 My people are determined to turn from
me.

Though they call to the Most High,
he certainly won’t exalt them.

8 “How can I give you up, Ephraim?
How can I hand you over, Israel?
How can I make you like Admah?
How can I make you like Zeboiim?

My heart is turned withinme,
my compassion is aroused.

9 I will not execute the fierceness of my
anger.

I will not return to destroy Ephraim,
for I am God, and not man—the Holy
One amongst you.

I will not come in wrath.
10They will walk after the LORD,

whowill roar like a lion;
for he will roar, and the children will
come trembling from the west.

11 They will come trembling like a bird out
of Egypt,

and like a dove out of the land of As-
syria;

and I will settle them in their houses,” says
the LORD.

12Ephraim surroundsmewith falsehood,
and the house of Israel with deceit.
Judah still strays from God,
and is unfaithful to the Holy One.

12
1Ephraim feeds on wind,
and chases the east wind.
He continually multiplies lies and des-
olation.

Theymake a covenant with Assyria,
and oil is carried into Egypt.

2 The LORD also has a controversy with
Judah,

and will punish Jacob according to his
ways;

according to his deeds he will repay
him.

3 In the womb he took his brother by the
heel,

and in hismanhood he contendedwith
God.

4 Indeed, he struggled with the angel, and
prevailed;

hewept, andmade supplication to him.
He found him at Bethel, and there he
spoke with us—

5 even the LORD, the God of Armies.
The LORD is his name of renown!

6Therefore turn to your God.
Keep kindness and justice,
and wait continually for your God.

7 A merchant has dishonest scales in his
hand.

He loves to defraud.
8Ephraim said, “Surely I have become rich.

I have foundmyself wealth.
In all my wealth they won’t find in me
any iniquity that is sin.”

9“But I amtheLORDyourGod fromthe land
of Egypt.

I will yet againmake you dwell in tents,
as in the days of the solemn feast.

10 I have also spoken to the prophets,
and I havemultiplied visions;
and by the ministry of the prophets I
have used parables.

11 If Gilead is wicked,
surely they are worthless.

In Gilgal they sacrifice bulls.
Indeed, their altars are likeheaps in the
furrows of the field.

12 Jacob fled into the country of Aram.
Israel served to get a wife.
For a wife he tended flocks and herds.

13By a prophet the LORD brought Israel up
out of Egypt,

and by a prophet he was preserved.
14Ephraim has bitterly provoked anger.

Therefore his blood will be left on him,
and his Lord†will repay his contempt.

13
1When Ephraim spoke, there was trem-

bling.
He exalted himself in Israel,
but when he became guilty through
Baal, he died.

2Now they sinmore andmore,
and have made themselves molten im-
ages of their silver,

† 12:14: The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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even idols according to their own un-
derstanding,

all of them the work of the craftsmen.
They say of them, ‘They offer human
sacrifice and kiss the calves.’

3 Therefore they will be like the morning
mist,

like the dew that passes away early,
like the chaff that is driven with the
whirlwind out of the threshing floor,

and like the smoke out of the chimney.
4 “Yet I am theLORDyourGod from the land

of Egypt;
and you shall acknowledge no god but
me,

and besides me there is no saviour.
5 I knew you in the wilderness,

in the land of great drought.
6 According to their pasture, so were they

filled;
they were filled, and their heart was
exalted.

Therefore they have forgottenme.
7Therefore I am like a lion to them.

Like a leopard, I will lurk by the path.
8 I will meet them like a bear that is be-

reaved of her cubs,
and will tear the covering of their
heart.

There I will devour them like a lioness.
The wild animal will tear them.

9You are destroyed, Israel, because you are
against me,

against your helper.
10Where is your king now, that hemay save

you in all your cities?
And your judges, of whom you said,

‘Giveme a king and princes’?
11 I have given you a king inmy anger,

and have taken him away inmywrath.
12The guilt of Ephraim is stored up.

His sin is stored up.
13 The sorrows of a travailing woman will

come on him.
He is an unwise son,
for when it is time, he doesn’t come to
the opening of the womb.

14 I will ransom them from the power of
Sheol.†

I will redeem them from death!
Death, where are your plagues?
Sheol, where is your destruction?

“Compassion will be hidden frommy eyes.
15 Though he is fruitful amongst his
brothers, an east wind will come,

the breath of the LORD coming up from
the wilderness;

and his spring will become dry,
and his fountain will be dried up.

He will plunder the storehouse of trea-
sure.

16 Samaria will bear her guilt,
for she has rebelled against her God.
They will fall by the sword.
Their infants will be dashed in pieces,
and their pregnant women will be
ripped open.”

14
1 Israel, return to the LORD your God;

for you have fallen because of your sin.
2 Take words with you, and return to the

LORD.
Tell him, “Forgive all our sins,
and accept that which is good;
so we offer bulls as we vowed of our
lips.

3Assyria can’t save us.
Wewon’t ride on horses;
neither will we say any more to the
work of our hands, ‘Our gods!’

for in you the fatherless findsmercy.”
4 “I will heal their waywardness.

I will love them freely;
for my anger is turned away from
them.

5 I will be like the dew to Israel.
He will blossom like the lily,
and send down his roots like Lebanon.

6His branches will spread,
and his beauty will be like the olive
tree,

and his fragrance like Lebanon.
7Menwill dwell in his shade.

They will revive like the grain,
and blossom like the vine.
Their fragrance will be like the wine of
Lebanon.

8Ephraim, what have I to do anymorewith
idols?

I answer, and will take care of him.
I am like a green cypress tree;
fromme your fruit is found.”

9Who iswise, that hemayunderstand these
things?

Who is prudent, that he may know
them?

For the ways of the LORD are right,
and the righteous walk in them,
but the rebellious stumble in them.

† 13:14: Sheol is the place of the dead.
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The Book of
Joel

1The LORD’s†word that came to Joel, the
son of Pethuel.
2Hear this, you elders,

and listen, all you inhabitants of the
land!

Has this ever happened in your days,
or in the days of your fathers?

3Tell your children about it,
and have your children tell their chil-
dren,

and their children, another generation.
4 What the swarming locust has left, the

great locust has eaten.
What the great locust has left, the
grasshopper has eaten.

What the grasshopper has left, the
caterpillar has eaten.

5Wake up, you drunkards, and weep!
Wail, all you drinkers of wine, because
of the sweet wine,

for it is cut off from yourmouth.
6 For a nation has come up on my land,

strong, and without number.
His teeth are the teeth of a lion,
and he has the fangs of a lioness.

7He has laid my vine waste,
and strippedmy fig tree.
He has stripped its bark, and thrown it
away.

Its branches are made white.
8Mourn like a virgin dressed in sackcloth

for the husband of her youth!
9 The meal offering and the drink offering

are cut off from the LORD’s house.
The priests, the LORD’s ministers,
mourn.

10The field is laid waste.
The land mourns, for the grain is de-
stroyed,

The newwine has dried up,
and the oil languishes.

11Be confounded, you farmers!
Wail, you vineyard keepers,
for the wheat and for the barley;
for theharvest of thefieldhasperished.

12 The vine has dried up, and the fig tree
withered—

the pomegranate tree, the palm tree
also, and the apple tree,

even all of the trees of the field are
withered;

for joy has withered away from the
sons of men.

13Put on sackcloth andmourn, you priests!

Wail, youministers of the altar.
Come, lie all night in sackcloth, you minis-

ters of my God,‡
for the meal offering and the drink of-
fering are withheld from your God’s
house.

14 Sanctify a fast.
Call a solemn assembly.
Gather the elders and all the inhabi-
tants of the land to the house of the
LORD, your God,

and cry to the LORD.
15Alas for the day!

For the day of the LORD is at hand,
and itwill comeasdestruction fromthe
Almighty.

16 Isn’t the food cut off before our eyes,
joy and gladness from the house of our
God?

17The seeds rot under their clods.
The granaries are laid desolate.
The barns are broken down, for the
grain has withered.

18How the animals groan!
The herds of livestock are perplexed,
because they have no pasture.

Yes, the flocks of sheep are made deso-
late.

19LORD, I cry to you,
for the fire has devoured the pastures
of the wilderness,

and the flame has burnt all the trees of
the field.

20Yes, the animals of the field pant to you,
for the water brooks have dried up,
and the fire has devoured the pastures
of the wilderness.

2
1Blow the trumpet in Zion,

and sound an alarm in my holy moun-
tain!

Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble,
for the day of the LORD comes,
for it is close at hand:

2A day of darkness and gloominess,
a day of clouds and thick darkness.

As the dawn spreading on themountains,
a great and strong people;
there has never been the like,
neither will there be any more after
them,

even to the years of many generations.
3A fire devours before them,

and behind them, a flame burns.
The land is as the garden of Eden before

them,

† 1:1: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew
,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). ‡ 1:13: The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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and behind them, a desolate wilder-
ness.

Yes, and no one has escaped them.
4 Their appearance is as the appearance of

horses,
and they run as horsemen.

5Like the noise of chariots on the tops of the
mountains, they leap,

like the noise of a flame of fire that
devours the stubble,

like a strong people set in battle array.
6 At their presence the peoples are in an-

guish.
All faces have grown pale.

7They run like mighty men.
They climb the wall like warriors.
They each march in his line, and they
don’t swerve off course.

8One doesn’t jostle another.
They eachmarch in their own path.
They burst through the defences
and don’t break ranks.

9They rush on the city.
They run on the wall.
They climb up into the houses.
They enter in at the windows like
thieves.

10The earth quakes before them.
The heavens tremble.
The sun and themoon are darkened,
and the stars withdraw their shining.

11 The LORD thunders his voice before his
army,

for his forces are very great;
for he is strong who obeys his com-
mand;

for the day of the LORD is great and
very awesome,

and who can endure it?
12 “Yet even now,” says the LORD, “turn to

mewith all your heart,
and with fasting, and with weeping,
and withmourning.”

13Tear your heart and not your garments,
and turn to the LORD, your God;
for he is gracious andmerciful,
slow to anger, and abundant in loving
kindness,

and relents from sending calamity.
14Who knows? Hemay turn and relent,

and leave a blessing behind him,
even a meal offering and a drink offer-
ing to the LORD, your God.

15Blow the trumpet in Zion!
Sanctify a fast.
Call a solemn assembly.

16Gather the people.
Sanctify the assembly.
Assemble the elders.

Gather the children, and those who
nurse from breasts.

Let the bridegroom go out of his room,
and the bride out of her chamber.

17Let the priests, theministers of the LORD,
weep between the porch and the al-
tar,

and let them say, “Spare your people,
LORD,

and don’t give your heritage to re-
proach,

that the nations should rule over them.
Why should they say amongst the peoples,

‘Where is their God?’ ”
18Then the LORDwas jealous for his land,

and had pity on his people.
19The LORD answered his people,

“Behold,† I will send you grain, new
wine, and oil,

and you will be satisfied with them;
and Iwill nomoremakeyoua reproach
amongst the nations.

20 But I will remove the northern army far
away from you,

and will drive it into a barren and des-
olate land,

its front into the eastern sea,
and its back into the western sea;
and its stench will come up,
and its bad smell will rise.”

Surely he has done great things.
21Land, don’t be afraid.

Be glad and rejoice, for the LORD has
done great things.

22Don’t be afraid, you animals of the field;
for the pastures of the wilderness
spring up,

for the tree bears its fruit.
The fig tree and the vine yield their
strength.

23 “Be glad then, you children of Zion,
and rejoice in the LORD, your God;
for he gives you the early rain in just
measure,

and he causes the rain to come down
for you,

the early rain and the latter rain, as
before.

24The threshing floors will be full of wheat,
and the vats will overflow with new
wine and oil.

25 I will restore to you the years that the
swarming locust has eaten,

the great locust, the grasshopper, and
the caterpillar,

my great army, which I sent amongst
you.

26 You will have plenty to eat and be satis-
fied,

† 2:19: “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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and will praise the name of the LORD,
your God,

who has dealt wondrously with you;
and my people will never again be dis-
appointed.

27Youwill know that I am amongst Israel,
and that I am the LORD, your God, and
there is no one else;

and my people will never again be dis-
appointed.

28 “It will happen afterward, that I will pour
out my Spirit on all flesh;

and your sons and your daughters will
prophesy.

Your old menwill dream dreams.
Your youngmenwill see visions.

29Andalso on the servants andon thehand-
maids in those days,

I will pour out my Spirit.
30 I will show wonders in the heavens and

in the earth:
blood, fire, and pillars of smoke.

31The sunwill be turned into darkness,
and themoon into blood,
before the great and terrible day of the
LORD comes.

32 It will happen that whoever will call on
the LORD’s name shall be saved;

for in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem
there will be those who escape,

as the LORD has said,
and amongst the remnant, thosewhom
the LORD calls.

3
1 “For, behold, in those days,

and in that time,
when I restore the fortunes of Judah
and Jerusalem,

2 I will gather all nations,
and will bring them down into the val-
ley of Jehoshaphat;

and I will execute judgement on them
there for my people,

and for my heritage, Israel, whom they
have scattered amongst the nations.

They have dividedmy land,
3and have cast lots for my people,
and have given a boy for a prostitute,
and sold a girl for wine, that they may
drink.

4 “Yes, and what are you to me, Tyre and
Sidon,

and all the regions of Philistia?
Will you repayme?

And if you repayme,
I will swiftly and speedily return your
repayment on your own head.

5Because you have taken my silver and my
gold,

and have carried my finest treasures
into your temples,

6 and have sold the children of Judah
and the children of Jerusalem to the
sons of the Greeks,

that you may remove them far from
their border.

7Behold, I will stir them up out of the place
where you have sold them,

and will return your repayment on
your own head;

8 and I will sell your sons and your daugh-
ters into the hands of the children of
Judah,

and they will sell them to the men of
Sheba,

to a faraway nation,
for the LORD has spoken it.”

9Proclaim this amongst the nations:
“Prepare for war!
Stir up themighty men.

Let all the warriors draw near.
Let them come up.
10Beat your ploughshares into swords,
and your pruning hooks into spears.
Let the weak say, ‘I am strong.’

11 Hurry and come, all you surrounding
nations,

and gather yourselves together.”
Cause your mighty ones to come down

there, LORD.
12 “Let the nations arouse themselves,

and come up to the valley of Je-
hoshaphat;

for there I will sit to judge all the sur-
rounding nations.

13Put in the sickle;
for the harvest is ripe.
Come, tread, for the wine press is full,
the vats overflow, for their wickedness
is great.”

14 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of
decision!

For the day of the LORD is near in the
valley of decision.

15The sun and themoon are darkened,
and the stars withdraw their shining.

16The LORDwill roar from Zion,
and thunder from Jerusalem;
and the heavens and the earth will
shake;

but the LORD will be a refuge to his
people,

and a stronghold to the children of Is-
rael.

17 “So you will know that I am the LORD,
your God,

dwelling in Zion, my holy mountain.
Then Jerusalemwill be holy,

and no strangers will pass through her
anymore.
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18 It will happen in that day,
that the mountains will drop down
sweet wine,

the hills will flowwithmilk,
all the brooks of Judah will flow with
waters;

and a fountain will flow out from the
LORD’s house,

and will water the valley of Shittim.
19Egypt will be a desolation

and Edom will be a desolate wilder-
ness,

for the violence done to the children of
Judah,

because they have shed innocent blood
in their land.

20But Judah will be inhabited forever,
and Jerusalem from generation to gen-
eration.

21 I will cleanse their blood
that I have not cleansed,
for the LORD dwells in Zion.”



Amos 1:1 751 Amos 2:5

The Book of
Amos

1 The words of Amos, who was amongst
the herdsmen of Tekoa, which he saw con-
cerning Israel in the days of Uzziah king of
Judah and in the days of Jeroboam the son
of Joash, king of Israel, two years before the
earthquake.

2He said:
“The LORD†will roar from Zion,

and utter his voice from Jerusalem;
and the pastures of the shepherds will

mourn,
and the top of Carmel will wither.”

3The LORD says:
“For three transgressions of Damascus, yes,

for four,
I will not turn away its punishment,
because they have threshed Gilead
with threshing instruments of iron;

4 but I will send a fire into the house of
Hazael,

and it will devour the palaces of Ben
Hadad.

5 I will break the bar of Damascus,
and cut off the inhabitant from the val-
ley of Aven,

andhimwhoholds the sceptre fromthe
house of Eden;

and the people of Syria shall go into
captivity to Kir,”

says the LORD.
6The LORD says:

“For three transgressions of Gaza, yes, for
four,

I will not turn away its punishment,
because they carried away captive the
whole community,

to deliver them up to Edom;
7but I will send a fire on the wall of Gaza,

and it will devour its palaces.
8 I will cut off the inhabitant from Ashdod,

and him who holds the sceptre from
Ashkelon;

and I will turnmy hand against Ekron;
and the remnant of the Philistines will
perish,”

says the Lord‡ GOD.
9The LORD says:

“For three transgressions of Tyre, yes, for
four,

I will not turn away its punishment;
because they delivered up the whole
community to Edom,

and didn’t remember the brotherly
covenant;

10but I will send a fire on the wall of Tyre,
and it will devour its palaces.”

11The LORD says:
“For three transgressions of Edom, yes, for

four,
I will not turn away its punishment,
because he pursued his brother with
the sword

and cast off all pity,
and his anger raged continually,
and he kept his wrath forever;

12but I will send a fire on Teman,
and it will devour the palaces of
Bozrah.”

13The LORD says:
“For three transgressions of the children of

Ammon, yes, for four,
I will not turn away its punishment,
because they have ripped open the
pregnant women of Gilead,

that theymay enlarge their border.
14 But I will kindle a fire in the wall of

Rabbah,
and it will devour its palaces,
with shouting in the day of battle,
with a storm in the day of the whirl-
wind;

15and their king will go into captivity,
he and his princes together,”

says the LORD.

2
1The LORD says:

“For three transgressions of Moab, yes, for
four,

I will not turn away its punishment,
because he burnt the bones of the king
of Edom into lime;

2but I will send a fire onMoab,
and it will devour the palaces of Ke-
rioth;

and Moab will die with tumult, with
shouting, and with the sound of the
trumpet;

3 and I will cut off the judge from amongst
them,

and will kill all its princes with him,”
says the LORD.
4The LORD says:

“For three transgressions of Judah, yes, for
four,

I will not turn away its punishment,
because they have rejected the LORD’s
law,

and have not kept his statutes,
and their lies have led them astray,
after which their fathers walked;

5but I will send a fire on Judah,
† 1:2: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew
,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). ‡ 1:8: The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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and it will devour the palaces of
Jerusalem.”

6The LORD says:
“For three transgressions of Israel, yes, for

four,
I will not turn away its punishment,
because they have sold the righteous
for silver,

and the needy for a pair of sandals;
7 They trample the heads of the poor
into the dust of the earth

and deny justice to the oppressed.
Aman and his father use the samemaiden,

to profanemy holy name.
8 They lay themselves down beside ev-
ery altar on clothes taken in pledge.

In the house of their God† they drink
the wine of those who have been
fined.

9Yet I destroyed the Amorite before them,
whose height was like the height of the
cedars,

and he was strong as the oaks;
yet I destroyed his fruit from above,
and his roots from beneath.

10 Also I brought you up out of the land of
Egypt

and led you forty years in the wilder-
ness,

to possess the land of the Amorite.
11 I raised up some of your sons for

prophets,
and some of your young men for
Nazirites.

Isn’t this true,
you children of Israel?” says the LORD.

12 “But you gave theNaziriteswine to drink,
and commanded the prophets, saying,

‘Don’t prophesy!’
13Behold,‡ I will crush you in your place,

as a cart crushes that is full of grain.
14Flight will perish from the swift.

The strong won’t strengthen his force.
Themighty won’t deliver himself.

15Hewho handles the bowwon’t stand.
He who is swift of foot won’t escape.
He who rides the horse won’t deliver
himself.

16 He who is courageous amongst the
mighty

will flee away naked on that day,”
says the LORD.

3
1 Hear this word that the LORD has spo-

ken against you, children of Israel, against
the whole family which I brought up out of
the land of Egypt, saying:

2 “I have only chosen you of all the families
of the earth.

Therefore I will punish you for all of
your sins.”

3Do twowalk together,
unless they have agreed?

4Will a lion roar in the thicket,
when he has no prey?

Does a young lion cry out of his den,
if he has caught nothing?

5Can a bird fall in a trap on the earth,
where no snare is set for him?

Does a snare spring up from the ground,
when there is nothing to catch?

6Does the trumpet alarm sound in a city,
without the people being afraid?

Does evil happen to a city,
and the LORD hasn’t done it?

7 Surely the Lord GODwill do nothing,
unless he reveals his secret to his ser-
vants the prophets.

8The lion has roared.
Whowill not fear?

The Lord GOD has spoken.
Who can but prophesy?

9Proclaim in the palaces at Ashdod,
and in the palaces in the land of Egypt,

and say, “Assemble yourselves on the
mountains of Samaria,

and see what unrest is in her,
andwhat oppression is amongst them.”

10 “Indeed they don’t know to do right,” says
the LORD,

“Who hoard plunder and loot in their
palaces.”

11Therefore the Lord GOD says:
“An adversary will overrun the land;

and he will pull down your
strongholds,

and your fortresseswill be plundered.”
12The LORD says:

“As the shepherd rescues out of the mouth
of the lion two legs,

or a piece of an ear,
so shall the children of Israel be res-
cued who sit in Samaria on the cor-
ner of a couch,

and on the silken cushions of a bed.”
13 “Listen, and testify against the house

of Jacob,” says the Lord GOD, the God of
Armies.
14 “For in the day that I visit the transgres-

sions of Israel on him,
I will also visit the altars of Bethel;
and thehorns of the altarwill be cut off,
and fall to the ground.

15 I will strike the winter house with the
summer house;

and the houses of ivory will perish,
† 2:8: TheHebrewwordrendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). ‡ 2:13: “Behold”, from means,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ lookat, takenotice,
observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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and the great houses will have an end,”
says the LORD.

4
1Listen to this word, you cows of Bashan,

who are on the mountain of Samaria, who
oppress the poor, who crush the needy, who
tell their husbands, “Bring us drinks!”
2The Lord GOD has sworn by his holiness,

“Behold, the days shall come on you
that they will take you away with
hooks,

and the last of you with fish hooks.
3Youwill go out at the breaks in the wall,

everyone straight before her;
and you will cast yourselves into Har-
mon,” says the LORD.

4 “Go to Bethel, and sin;
to Gilgal, and sinmore.

Bring your sacrifices everymorning,
your tithes every three days,
5offera sacrificeof thanksgivingof that
which is leavened,

and proclaim free will offerings and
brag about them;

for this pleases you, you children of
Israel,” says the Lord GOD.

6 “I also have given you cleanness of teeth in
all your cities,

and lack of bread in every town;
yet you haven’t returned to me,” says
the LORD.

7 “I also have withheld the rain from you,
when there were yet three months to
the harvest;

and I caused it to rain on one city,
and caused it not to rain on another
city.

One field was rained on,
and the field where it didn’t rain with-
ered.

8 So two or three cities staggered to one city
to drink water,

and were not satisfied;
yet you haven’t returned to me,” says
the LORD.

9“I struckyouwithblight andmildewmany
times in your gardens and your vine-
yards,

and the swarming locusts have de-
voured your fig trees and your olive
trees;

yet you haven’t returned to me,” says
the LORD.

10 “I sent plagues amongst you like I did
Egypt.

I have slain your young men with the
sword,

and have carried away your horses.
I filled your nostrils with the stench of your

camp,

yet you haven’t returned to me,” says
the LORD.

11 “I have overthrown some of you,
aswhenGodoverthrewSodomandGo-
morrah,

and you were like a burning stick
plucked out of the fire;

yet you haven’t returned to me,” says
the LORD.

12 “Therefore I will do this to you, Israel;
because I will do this to you,
prepare to meet your God, Israel.

13For, behold, hewho forms themountains,
creates the wind, declares to man
what is his thought,

whomakes the morning darkness, and
treads on thehighplaces of the earth:

The LORD, the God of Armies, is his
name.”

5
1Listen to this word which I take up for a

lamentation over you, O house of Israel:
2 “The virgin of Israel has fallen;

She shall rise nomore.
She is cast down on her land;

there is no one to raise her up.”
3For the Lord GOD says:

“The city that went out a thousand shall
have a hundred left,

and that which went out one hundred
shall have ten left to the house of
Israel.”

4For the LORD says to the house of Israel:
“Seekme, and youwill live;
5but don’t seek Bethel,

nor enter into Gilgal,
and don’t pass to Beersheba;

for Gilgal shall surely go into captivity,
and Bethel shall come to nothing.

6 Seek the LORD, and youwill live,
lest hebreakout likefire in thehouse of
Joseph,

and it devour, and there be no one to
quench it in Bethel.

7Youwho turn justice to wormwood,
and cast down righteousness to the
earth!

8 Seek him who made the Pleiades and
Orion,

and turns the shadow of death into the
morning,

andmakes the day dark with night;
who calls for the waters of the sea,
and pours them out on the surface of
the earth, the LORD is his name,

9 who brings sudden destruction on the
strong,

so that destruction comes on the
fortress.

10They hate himwho reproves in the gate,
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and they abhor himwho speaks blame-
lessly.

11 Therefore, because you trample on the
poor and take taxes from him of
wheat,

you have built houses of cut stone, but
you will not dwell in them.

You have planted pleasant vineyards,
but you shall not drink their wine.

12For I know howmany are your offences,
and how great are your sins—
you who afflict the just,
who take a bribe,
and who turn away the needy in the
courts.

13 Therefore a prudent person keeps silent
in such a time,

for it is an evil time.
14 Seek good, and not evil,

that youmay live;
and so the LORD, the God of Armies,
will be with you,

as you say.
15Hate evil, love good,

and establish justice in the courts.
It may be that the LORD, the God of
Armies, will be gracious to the rem-
nant of Joseph.”

16Therefore the LORD, theGodofArmies,
the Lord, says:
“Wailing will be in all the wide ways.

They will say in all the streets, ‘Alas!
Alas!’

They will call the farmer to mourning,
and those who are skilful in lamenta-
tion to wailing.

17 In all vineyards there will be wailing,
for I will pass through the middle of
you,” says the LORD.

18 “Woe to you who desire the day of the
LORD!

Why do you long for the day of the
LORD?

It is darkness,
and not light.

19As if a man fled from a lion,
and a bear met him;

or he went into the house and leaned his
hand on the wall,

and a snake bit him.
20Won’t the day of the LORD be darkness,

and not light?
Evenverydark, andnobrightness in it?

21 I hate, I despise your feasts,
and I can’t stand your solemn assem-
blies.

22 Yes, though you offer me your burnt of-
ferings andmeal offerings,

I will not accept them;
neitherwill I regard thepeaceofferings
of your fat animals.

23 Take away from me the noise of your
songs!

I will not listen to the music of your
harps.

24But let justice roll on like rivers,
and righteousness like a mighty
stream.

25 “Did you bring to me sacrifices and of-
ferings in the wilderness forty years, house
of Israel?

26 You also carried the tent of your king
and the shrine of your images, the star of
your god, which youmade for yourselves.

27 Therefore I will cause you to go into
captivity beyond Damascus,” says the
LORD, whose name is the God of Armies.

6
1Woe to those who are at ease in Zion,
and to those who are secure on the
mountain of Samaria,

the notable men of the chief of the na-
tions,

to whom the house of Israel come!
2Go to Calneh, and see.

From there go to Hamath the great.
Then godown toGath of the Philistines.

Are they better than these kingdoms?
Is their border greater than your bor-
der?

3Alas for youwho put far away the evil day,
and cause the seat of violence to come
near,

4who lie on beds of ivory,
and stretch themselves on their
couches,

and eat the lambs out of the flock,
and the calves out of the middle of the
stall,

5who strum on the strings of a harp,
who invent for themselves instruments
of music, like David;

6who drink wine in bowls,
and anoint themselves with the best
oils,

but they are not grieved for the afflic-
tion of Joseph.

7 Therefore they will now go captive with
the first who go captive.

The feasting and lounging will end.
8 “The Lord GOD has sworn by himself,”

says the LORD, the God of Armies:
“I abhor the pride of Jacob,
and detest his fortresses.
Therefore I will deliver up the citywith
all that is in it.

9 It will happen that if ten men remain in
one house,

they will die.
10 “When a man’s relative carries him,

even he who burns him, to bring bodies
out of the house, and asks him who is in
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the innermost parts of the house, ‘Is there
yet any with you?’ And he says, ‘No;’ then
he will say, ‘Hush! Indeed we must not
mention the LORD’s name.’
11 “For, behold, the LORD commands, and

the great house will be smashed to
pieces,

and the little house into bits.
12Do horses run on the rocky crags?

Does one plough there with oxen?
But you have turned justice into poison,

and the fruit of righteousness into bit-
terness,

13youwhorejoice ina thingofnothing,who
say,

‘Haven’t we taken for ourselves horns
by our own strength?’

14 For, behold, I will raise up against you a
nation, house of Israel,”

says the LORD, the God of Armies;
“and they will afflict you from the en-
trance of Hamath to the brook of the
Arabah.”

7
1Thus the Lord GOD showedme: behold,

he formed locusts in the beginning of the
shooting up of the latter growth; and be-
hold, itwas the latter growthafter theking’s
harvest.

2 When they finished eating the grass of
the land, then I said, “Lord GOD, forgive, I
beg you! How could Jacob stand? For he is
small.”

3 The LORD relented concerning this. “It
shall not be,” says the LORD.

4Thus the Lord GOD showedme: behold,
the Lord GOD called for judgement by fire;
and it dried up the great deep, and would
have devoured the land.

5 Then I said, “Lord GOD, stop, I beg you!
How could Jacob stand? For he is small.”

6 The LORD relented concerning this.
“This also shall not be,” says the Lord GOD.

7 Thus he showed me: behold, the Lord
stood beside a wall made by a plumb line,
with a plumb line in his hand.

8 The LORD said to me, “Amos, what do
you see?”
I said, “A plumb line.”
Then the Lord said, “Behold, I will set

a plumb line in the middle of my people
Israel. I will not again pass by them any
more.

9The high places of Isaacwill be desolate,
the sanctuaries of Israel will be laid waste;
and Iwill riseagainst thehouseof Jeroboam
with the sword.”

10Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent
to Jeroboam king of Israel, saying, “Amos
has conspired against you in the middle of
the house of Israel. The land is not able to
bear all his words.

11 For Amos says, ‘Jeroboam will die by
the sword, and Israel shall surely be led
away captive out of his land.’ ”

12 Amaziah also said to Amos, “You seer,
go, flee away into the land of Judah, and
there eat bread, and prophesy there,

13 but don’t prophesy again any more at
Bethel; for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it
is a royal house!”

14 Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I was
no prophet, neither was I a prophet’s son,
but I was a herdsman, and a farmer of
sycamore figs;

15 and the LORD took me from following
the flock, and the LORD said to me, ‘Go,
prophesy to my people Israel.’

16 Now therefore listen to the LORD’s
word: ‘You say, Don’t prophesy against Is-
rael, and don’t preach against the house of
Isaac.’

17 Therefore the LORD says: ‘Your wife
shall be a prostitute in the city, and your
sons and your daughters shall fall by the
sword, and your land shall be divided by
line; and you yourself shall die in a land
that isunclean, and Israel shall surelybe led
away captive out of his land.’ ”

8
1Thus the Lord GOD showedme: behold,

a basket of summer fruit.
2He said, “Amos, what do you see?”
I said, “A basket of summer fruit.”
Then the LORD said to me,

“The end has come onmy people Israel.
I will not again pass by them anymore.

3 The songs of the temple will be wailing in
that day,” says the Lord GOD.

“The dead bodies will be many. In
every place they will throw them out
with silence.

4 Hear this, you who desire to swallow up
the needy,

and cause the poor of the land to fail,
5 saying, ‘When will the new moon be
gone, that wemay sell grain?

And the Sabbath, that we may market
wheat,

making the ephah† small, and the
shekel‡ large,

and dealing falsely with balances of
deceit;

6 that wemay buy the poor for silver,
and the needy for a pair of sandals,

† 8:5: 1 ephah is about 22 litres or about 2/3 of a bushel ‡ 8:5: anormal shekel is about 10 gramsor about 0.35 ounces.
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and sell the sweepings with the
wheat?’ ”

7The LORDhas sworn by the pride of Jacob,
“Surely I will never forget any of their
works.

8Won’t the land tremble for this,
and everyonemourn who dwells in it?

Yes, it will rise up wholly like the River;
and it will be stirred up and sink again,
like the River of Egypt.

9 It will happen in that day,” says the Lord
GOD,

“that I will cause the sun to go down at
noon,

and I will darken the earth in the clear
day.

10 I will turn your feasts into mourning,
and all your songs into lamentation;

and I will make you wear sackcloth on all
your bodies,

and baldness on every head.
I will make it like the mourning for an only

son,
and its end like a bitter day.

11 Behold, the days come,” says the Lord
GOD,

“that I will send a famine in the land,
not a famine of bread,
nor a thirst for water,
but of hearing the LORD’s words.

12They will wander from sea to sea,
and from the north even to the east;
theywill run back and forth to seek the
LORD’s word,

and will not find it.
13 In that day the beautiful virgins

and the youngmenwill faint for thirst.
14Those who swear by the sin of Samaria,

and say, ‘As your god, Dan, lives,’
and, ‘As the way of Beersheba lives,’
they will fall, and never rise up again.”

9
1 I saw the Lord standing beside the altar,

and he said, “Strike the tops of the pillars,
that the thresholds may shake. Break them
in pieces on the head of all of them. I will
kill the last of themwith the sword. Not one
of themwill flee away. Not one of themwill
escape.

2 Though they dig into Sheol,† there my
handwill take them; and though they climb
up to heaven, there I will bring them down.

3 Though they hide themselves in the top
of Carmel, I will search and take them out
from there; and though they be hidden
frommysight in thebottomof the sea, there
I will command the serpent, and it will bite
them.

4 Though they go into captivity before
their enemies, there I will command the
sword, and it will kill them. I will set my
eyes on them for evil, and not for good.

5 For the Lord, the GOD‡ of Armies, is he
who touches the land and it melts, and all
who dwell in it will mourn; and it will rise
upwholly like theRiver, andwill sink again,
like the River of Egypt.

6 It is he who builds his rooms in the
heavens, and has founded his vault on the
earth; hewho calls for thewaters of the sea,
and pours them out on the surface of the
earth—the LORD is his name.

7 Are you not like the children of the
Ethiopians to me, children of Israel?” says
the LORD. “Haven’t I brought up Israel out
of the land of Egypt, and the Philistines
from Caphtor, and the Syrians from Kir?

8 Behold, the eyes of the Lord GOD are
on the sinful kingdom, and I will destroy it
fromoff the surface of the earth, except that
Iwill notutterlydestroy thehouseof Jacob,”
says the LORD.

9 “For behold, I will command, and I will
sift the house of Israel amongst all the na-
tions as grain is sifted in a sieve, yet not the
least kernel will fall on the earth.

10All the sinners of my people will die by
the sword,who say, ‘Evilwon’t overtakenor
meet us.’

11 In that day I will raise up the tent
of David who is fallen and close up its
breaches, and I will raise up its ruins, and
I will build it as in the days of old,

12 that they may possess the remnant of
Edom and all the nations who are called by
my name,” says the LORDwho does this.
13 “Behold, the days come,” says the LORD,

“that the ploughman shall overtake the
reaper,

and the one treading grapes him who
sows seed;

and sweet wine will drip from the
mountains,

and flow from the hills.
14 I will bring my people Israel back from

captivity,
and they will rebuild the ruined cities,
and inhabit them;

and they will plant vineyards, and
drink wine from them.

They shall also make gardens,
and eat their fruit.

15 I will plant them on their land,
and they will no more be plucked up
out of their land which I have given
them,”

says the LORD your God.

† 9:2: Sheol is the place of the dead. ‡ 9:5: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the
translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh).
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The Book of
Obadiah

1 The vision of Obadiah. This is what
the Lord† GOD‡ says about Edom. We have
heard news from the LORD, and an ambas-
sador is sent amongst the nations, saying,
“Arise, and let’s rise up against her in battle.

2Behold,§ Ihavemadeyousmall amongst
the nations. You are greatly despised.

3 The pride of your heart has deceived
you, you who dwell in the clefts of the
rock, whose habitation is high, who says in
his heart, ‘Who will bring me down to the
ground?’

4Though youmount on high as the eagle,
and though your nest is set amongst the
stars, I will bring you down from there,”
says the LORD.

5 “If thieves came to you, if robbers
by night—oh, what disaster awaits you—
wouldn’t they only steal until they had
enough? If grape pickers came to you,
wouldn’t they leave some gleaning grapes?

6 How Esau will be ransacked! How his
hidden treasures are sought out!

7 All the men of your alliance have
brought you on your way, even to the bor-
der. The men who were at peace with you
have deceived you, and prevailed against
you. Friendswhoeat yourbread lay a snare
under you. There is no understanding in
him.”

8 “Won’t I in that day”, says the LORD,
“destroy the wise men out of Edom, and
understandingoutof themountainofEsau?

9 Your mighty men, Teman, will be dis-
mayed, to the end that everyonemay be cut
off from themountain of Esau by slaughter.

10 For the violence done to your brother
Jacob, shamewill coveryou, andyouwill be
cut off forever.

11 In the day that you stood on the other
side, in the day that strangers carried away
his substance and foreigners entered into
his gates and cast lots for Jerusalem, even
youwere like one of them.

12 But don’t look down on your brother
in the day of his disaster, and don’t rejoice
over the childrenof Judah in thedayof their
destruction. Don’t speak proudly in the day
of distress.

13 Don’t enter into the gate of my people
in the day of their calamity. Don’t look
down on their affliction in the day of their

calamity, neither seize their wealth on the
day of their calamity.

14 Don’t stand in the crossroads to cut
off those of his who escape. Don’t deliver
up those of his who remain in the day of
distress.

15 For the day of the LORD is near all the
nations! As youhavedone, itwill be done to
you. Your deeds will return upon your own
head.

16 For as you have drunk on my holy
mountain, so all the nations will drink
continually. Yes, they will drink, swallow
down, and will be as though they had not
been.

17 But in Mount Zion, there will be those
who escape, and it will be holy. The house
of Jacob will possess their possessions.

18 The house of Jacob will be a fire, the
house of Joseph a flame, and the house of
Esau for stubble. They will burn amongst
them and devour them. There will not be
any remaining to the house of Esau.” In-
deed, the LORD has spoken.

19 Those of the South will possess the
mountain of Esau, and those of the lowland,
the Philistines. They will possess the field
of Ephraim, and the field of Samaria. Ben-
jamin will possess Gilead.

20 The captives of this army of the
children of Israel, who are amongst the
Canaanites, will possess even to Zarephath;
and the captives of Jerusalem, who are
in Sepharad, will possess the cities of the
Negev.

21 Saviours will go up on Mount Zion to
judge the mountains of Esau, and the king-
domwill be the LORD’s.

† 1:1: The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” ‡ 1:1: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD”
is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). § 1:2: “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“
means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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The Book of
Jonah

1 Now the LORD’s† word came to Jonah
the son of Amittai, saying,

2“Arise, go toNineveh, that great city, and
preach against it, for their wickedness has
come up before me.”

3 But Jonah rose up to flee to Tarshish
from the presence of the LORD. He went
down to Joppa, and found a ship going to
Tarshish; sohepaid its fare, andwent down
into it, to go with them to Tarshish from the
presence of the LORD.

4 But the LORD sent out a great wind on
the sea, and there was a mighty storm on
the sea, so that the ship was likely to break
up.

5 Then the mariners were afraid, and ev-
ery man cried to his god. They threw the
cargo that was in the ship into the sea to
lighten the ship. But Jonah had gone down
into the innermost parts of the ship and he
was laying down, and was fast asleep.

6So the shipmaster came tohim, and said
to him, “What do youmean, sleeper? Arise,
call on your God!‡ Maybe your God§ will
notice us, so that we won’t perish.”

7They all said to each other, “Come! Let’s
cast lots, that we may know who is respon-
sible for this evil that is on us.” So they cast
lots, and the lot fell on Jonah.

8Then they askedhim, “Tell us, please, for
whose cause this evil is on us. What is your
occupation? Where do you come from?
What is your country? Of what people are
you?”

9He said to them, “I am a Hebrew, and I
fear the LORD, the God† of heaven, who has
made the sea and the dry land.”

10Then themenwere exceedingly afraid,
and said tohim, “Whathave youdone?” For
the men knew that he was fleeing from the
presence of the LORD, because he had told
them.

11 Then they said to him, “What shall we
do to you, that the sea may be calm to us?”
For the sea grewmore andmore stormy.

12 He said to them, “Take me up, and
throwme into the sea. Then the sea will be
calm for you; for I know that because of me
this great storm is on you.”

13 Nevertheless the men rowed hard to
get them back to the land; but they could
not, for the sea grewmore andmore stormy
against them.

14 Therefore they cried to the LORD, and
said, “We beg you, LORD, we beg you, don’t
let us die for this man’s life, and don’t lay
on us innocent blood; for you, LORD, have
done as it pleased you.”

15 So they took up Jonah and threw him
into the sea; and the sea ceased its raging.

16Then themen feared the LORD exceed-
ingly; and they offered a sacrifice to the
LORD andmade vows.

17The LORDprepared a huge fish to swal-
low up Jonah, and Jonah was in the belly of
the fish three days and three nights.

2
1Then Jonahprayed to the LORD, his God,

out of the fish’s belly.
2He said,

“I called because of my affliction to the
LORD.

He answeredme.
Out of the belly of Sheol† I cried.

You heardmy voice.
3For you threwme into the depths,

in the heart of the seas.
The flood was all aroundme.

All yourwaves andyourbillowspassed
over me.

4 I said, ‘I have been banished from your
sight;

yet I will look again towards your holy
temple.’

5The waters surroundedme,
even to the soul.

The deep was aroundme.
The weeds were wrapped around my
head.

6 I went down to the bottoms of the moun-
tains.

The earth barredme in forever;
yet you have brought my life up from
the pit, LORDmy God.

7 “When my soul fainted within me, I re-
membered the LORD.

My prayer came in to you, into your
holy temple.

8Those who regard vain idols forsake their
ownmercy.

9 But I will sacrifice to you with the
voice of thanksgiving.

I will pay that which I have vowed.
Salvation belongs to the LORD.”

10Then the LORD spoke to the fish, and it
vomited out Jonah on the dry land.

† 1:1: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew
,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). ‡ 1:6: or, gods § 1:6: or, gods † 1:9: The Hebrewword rendered “God”
is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). † 2:2: Sheol is the place of the dead.
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3
1 The LORD’s word came to Jonah the

second time, saying,
2“Arise, go toNineveh, that great city, and

preach to it the message that I give you.”
3So Jonah arose, andwent toNineveh, ac-

cording to the LORD’s word. Now Nineveh
was an exceedingly great city, three days’
journey across.

4 Jonah began to enter into the city a day’s
journey, andhe cried out, and said, “In forty
days, Nineveh will be overthrown!”

5 The people of Nineveh believed God;
and they proclaimed a fast and put on sack-
cloth, from their greatest even to their least.

6 The news reached the king of Nineveh,
and he arose from his throne, took off his
royal robe, covered himself with sackcloth,
and sat in ashes.

7Hemade a proclamation and published
through Nineveh by the decree of the king
andhisnobles, saying, “Letneithermannor
animal, herd nor flock, taste anything; let
them not feed, nor drink water;

8 but let them be covered with sackcloth,
both man and animal, and let them cry
mightily toGod. Yes, let themturneveryone
fromhis evilwayand fromtheviolence that
is in his hands.

9Who knows whether God will not turn
and relent, and turn away from his fierce
anger, so that wemight not perish?”

10 God saw their works, that they turned
from their evil way. God relented of the
disasterwhich he said hewould do to them,
and he didn’t do it.

4
1But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and

he was angry.
2 He prayed to the LORD, and said,

“Please, LORD,wasn’t this what I saidwhen
I was still in my own country? Therefore I
hurried to flee to Tarshish, for I knew that
you are a gracious God and merciful, slow
to anger, and abundant in loving kindness,
and you relent of doing harm.

3 Therefore now, LORD, take, I beg you,
my life fromme, for it is better forme to die
than to live.”

4 The LORD said, “Is it right for you to be
angry?”

5 Then Jonah went out of the city and
sat on the east side of the city, and there
made himself a booth and sat under it in
the shade, until he might see what would
become of the city.

6 The LORD God prepared a vine and
made it to comeup over Jonah, that itmight
beashadeoverhishead todeliverhimfrom
his discomfort. So Jonah was exceedingly
glad because of the vine.

7 But God prepared a worm at dawn the
next day, and it chewed on the vine so that
it withered.

8When the sunarose, Godprepared a sul-
try east wind; and the sun beat on Jonah’s
head, so that hewas faint and requested for
himself that he might die. He said, “It is
better for me to die than to live.”

9God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to
be angry about the vine?”
He said, “I am right to be angry, even to

death.”
10 The LORD said, “You have been con-

cerned for the vine, for which you have
not laboured, neither made it grow; which
came up in a night and perished in a night.

11 Shouldn’t I be concerned for Nineveh,
that great city, in which are more than one
hundredand twenty thousandpersonswho
can’t discern between their right hand and
their left hand, and also many animals?”
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The Book of
Micah

1 The LORD’s† word that came to Micah
of Morasheth in the days of Jotham, Ahaz,
andHezekiah, kings of Judah,whichhe saw
concerning Samaria and Jerusalem.
2Hear, you peoples, all of you!

Listen, O earth, and all that is therein.
Let the Lord‡ GOD be witness against you,

the Lord from his holy temple.
3 For behold,§ the LORD comes out of his

place,
and will come down and tread on the
high places of the earth.

4Themountains melt under him,
and the valleys split apart like wax be-
fore the fire,

like waters that are poured down a
steep place.

5 “All this is for the disobedience of Jacob,
and for the sins of the house of Israel.

What is the disobedience of Jacob?
Isn’t it Samaria?

Andwhat are the high places of Judah?
Aren’t they Jerusalem?

6 Therefore I will make Samaria like a rub-
ble heap of the field,

like places for planting vineyards;
and I will pour down its stones into the

valley,
and I will uncover its foundations.

7All her idols will be beaten to pieces,
all her temple gifts will be burnt with
fire,

and I will destroy all her images;
for of the hire of a prostitute has she gath-

ered them,
and to the hire of a prostitute shall they
return.”

8For this I will lament and wail.
I will go stripped and naked.
I will howl like the jackals
andmourn like the ostriches.

9For her wounds are incurable;
for it has come even to Judah.

It reaches to the gate of my people,
even to Jerusalem.

10Don’t tell it in Gath.
Don’t weep at all.
At Beth Ophrah† I have rolledmyself in
the dust.

11 Pass on, inhabitant of Shaphir, in naked-
ness and shame.

The inhabitant of Zaanan won’t come
out.

The wailing of Beth Ezel will take from
you his protection.

12 For the inhabitant of Maroth waits anx-
iously for good,

because evil has come down from the
LORD to the gate of Jerusalem.

13 Harness the chariot to the swift steed,
inhabitant of Lachish.

She was the beginning of sin to the
daughter of Zion;

for the transgressions of Israel were
found in you.

14 Therefore you will give a parting gift to
Moresheth Gath.

The houses of Achzibwill be a deceitful
thing to the kings of Israel.

15 I will yet bring a conqueror to you, inhab-
itants of Mareshah.

The glory of Israel will come to Adul-
lam.

16 Shave your heads,
and cut off your hair for the children of
your delight.

Enlarge your baldness like the vulture,
for they have gone into captivity from
you!

2
1Woe to those who devise iniquity

and work evil on their beds!
When themorning is light, they practise it,

because it is in the power of their hand.
2They covet fields and seize them,

and houses, then take them away.
They oppress a man and his house,

even aman and his heritage.
3Therefore the LORD says:
“Behold, I amplanning against these people

a disaster,
from which you will not remove your
necks,

neither will you walk haughtily,
for it is an evil time.

4 In that day they will take up a parable
against you,

and lamentwith a doleful lamentation,
saying,

‘We are utterly ruined!
My people’s possession is divided up.
Indeed he takes it fromme and assigns
our fields to traitors!’ ”

5 Therefore you will have no one who di-
vides the land by lot in the LORD’s
assembly.

6 “Don’t prophesy!”—they prophesy—
† 1:1: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew
,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). ‡ 1:2: Theword translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” § 1:3: “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“
means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection. † 1:10: Beth Ophrah means
literally “House of Dust.”
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“Don’t prophesy about these things.
Disgrace won’t overtake us.”

7 Shall it be said, O house of Jacob,
“Is the LORD’s Spirit angry?
Are these his doings?
Don’t my words do good to him who
walks blamelessly?”

8 But lately my people have risen up as an
enemy.

You strip the robe and clothing from
those who pass by without a care,
returning from battle.

9 You drive the women of my people out
from their pleasant houses;

from their young children you take
awaymy blessing forever.

10Arise, and depart!
For this is not your resting place,
because of uncleanness that destroys,
even with a grievous destruction.

11 If a man walking in a spirit of falsehood
lies, saying,

“I will prophesy to you of wine and of
strong drink,”

he would be the prophet of this people.
12 I will surely assemble all of you, Jacob.

I will surely gather the remnant of Is-
rael.

I will put them together as the sheep of
Bozrah,

as a flock in themiddle of their pasture.
They will swarmwith people.

13 He who breaks open the way goes up
before them.

They break through the gate, and go
out.

Their king passes on before them,
with the LORD at their head.

3
1 I said,

“Please listen, you heads of Jacob,
and rulers of the house of Israel:
Isn’t it for you to know justice?

2Youwho hate the good,
and love the evil;
who tear off their skin,
and their flesh from off their bones;
3who also eat the flesh of my people,
and peel their skin from off them,
and break their bones,
and chop them in pieces, as for the pot,
and as meat within the cauldron.

4Then they will cry to the LORD,
but he will not answer them.

Yes, he will hide his face from them at that
time,

because theymade their deeds evil.”
5The LORD says concerning the prophets

who lead my people astray—for those who

feed their teeth, they proclaim, “Peace!”
and whoever doesn’t provide for their
mouths, they prepare war against him:
6 “Therefore night is over you, with no vi-

sion,
and it is dark to you, that you may not
divine;

and the sun will go down on the
prophets,

and the day will be black over them.
7The seers shall be disappointed,

and the diviners confounded.
Yes, they shall all cover their lips,

for there is no answer from God.”†
8 But as for me, I am full of power by the

LORD’s Spirit,
and of judgement, and of might,
to declare to Jacob his disobedience,
and to Israel his sin.

9Please listen to this, youheads of thehouse
of Jacob,

and rulers of the house of Israel,
who abhor justice,
and pervert all equity,
10who build up Zion with blood,
and Jerusalemwith iniquity.

11Her leaders judge for bribes,
and her priests teach for a price,
and her prophets of it tell fortunes for
money;

yet they lean on the LORD, and say,
“Isn’t the LORD amongst us?
No disaster will come on us.”

12 Therefore Zion for your sake will be
ploughed like a field,

and Jerusalem will become heaps of
rubble,

and themountain of the temple like the
high places of a forest.

4
1But in the latter days,

it will happen that the mountain of the
LORD’s temple will be established on
the top of themountains,

and it will be exalted above the hills;
and peoples will stream to it.

2Many nations will go and say,
“Come! Let’s go up to the mountain of
the LORD,

and to the house of the God of Jacob;
and he will teach us of his ways,
and wewill walk in his paths.”

For the lawwill go out of Zion,
and the LORD’s word from Jerusalem;

3and he will judge betweenmany peoples,
and will decide concerning strong na-
tions afar off.

† 3:7: The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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They will beat their swords into
ploughshares,

and their spears into pruning hooks.
Nationwill not lift up sword against nation,

neither will they learn war anymore.
4But every man will sit under his vine and

under his fig tree.
No one will make them afraid,
for the mouth of the LORD of Armies
has spoken.

5 Indeed all the nationsmaywalk in the
name of their gods,

but we will walk in the name of the
LORD our God forever and ever.

6 “In that day,” says the LORD,
“I will assemble that which is lame,
and I will gather that which is driven
away,

and that which I have afflicted;
7and Iwillmake thatwhichwas lame a
remnant,

and that whichwas cast far off a strong
nation:

and the LORD will reign over them on
Mount Zion from then on, even for-
ever.”

8 You, tower of the flock, the hill of the
daughter of Zion,

to you it will come.
Yes, the former dominion will come,

the kingdom of the daughter of
Jerusalem.

9Nowwhy do you cry out aloud?
Is there no king in you?
Has your counsellor perished,
that pains have taken hold of you as of
a woman in travail?

10 Be in pain, and labour to give birth,
daughter of Zion,

like a woman in travail;
for now youwill go out of the city,
and will dwell in the field,
and will come even to Babylon.

There you will be rescued.
There the LORD will redeem you from
the hand of your enemies.

11 Now many nations have assembled
against you, that say,

“Let her be defiled,
and let our eye gloat over Zion.”

12 But they don’t know the thoughts of the
LORD,

neither do they understand his coun-
sel;

for he has gathered them like the
sheaves to the threshing floor.

13Arise and thresh, daughter of Zion,
for I will make your horn iron,
and I will make your hoofs bronze.

You will beat in pieces many peoples.

I will devote their gain to the LORD,
and their substance to the Lord of the
whole earth.

5
1Now you shall gather yourself in troops,

daughter of troops.
He has laid siege against us.

They will strike the judge of Israel with
a rod on the cheek.

2But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
being small amongst the clans of Judah,
out of you onewill come out tomewho
is to be ruler in Israel;

whose goings out are from of old, from
ancient times.

3 Therefore he will abandon them until the
time that she who is in labour gives
birth.

Then the rest of his brotherswill return
to the children of Israel.

4He shall stand, and shall shepherd in the
strength of the LORD,

in themajesty of the name of the LORD
his God.

They will live, for then he will be great
to the ends of the earth.

5Hewill be ourpeacewhenAssyria invades
our land

and when he marches through our
fortresses,

then we will raise against him seven
shepherds,

and eight leaders of men.
6They will rule the land of Assyria with the

sword,
and the land of Nimrod in its gates.

He will deliver us from the Assyrian,
when he invades our land,
and when he marches within our bor-
der.

7 The remnant of Jacob will be amongst
many peoples

like dew from the LORD,
like showers on the grass,
that don’t wait for man
nor wait for the sons of men.

8The remnant of Jacob will be amongst the
nations,

amongst many peoples,
like a lion amongst the animals of the
forest,

like a young lion amongst the flocks of
sheep;

who, if he goes through, treads down
and tears in pieces,

and there is no one to deliver.
9 Let your hand be lifted up above your

adversaries,
and let all of your enemies be cut off.
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10 “It will happen in that day”, says the
LORD,

“that I will cut off your horses from
amongst you

andwill destroy your chariots.
11 I will cut off the cities of your land

and will tear down all your
strongholds.

12 I will destroy witchcraft from your hand.
You shall have no soothsayers.

13 I will cut off your engraved images and
your pillars from amongst you;

and you shall no more worship the
work of your hands.

14 I will uproot your Asherah poles from
amongst you;

and I will destroy your cities.
15 I will execute vengeance in anger

and wrath on the nations that didn’t
listen.”

6
1Listen now to what the LORD says:

“Arise, plead your case before the moun-
tains,

and let the hills hear what you have to
say.

2 Hear, you mountains, the LORD’s indict-
ment,

and you enduring foundations of the
earth;

for the LORD has a case against his
people,

and he will contend with Israel.
3My people, what have I done to you?

How have I burdened you?
Answerme!

4 For I brought you up out of the land of
Egypt,

and redeemed you out of the house of
bondage.

I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and
Miriam.

5 My people, remember now what Balak
king of Moab devised,

and what Balaam the son of Beor an-
swered him from Shittim to Gilgal,

that youmayknowtherighteousacts of
the LORD.”

6How shall I come before the LORD,
and bow myself before the exalted
God?

Shall I come before him with burnt offer-
ings,

with calves a year old?
7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands

of rams?
With tens of thousands of rivers of oil?

Shall I give my firstborn for my disobedi-
ence?

The fruit of my body for the sin of my
soul?

8He has shown you, Oman, what is good.
Whatdoes theLORDrequireof you, but
to act justly,

to lovemercy, and towalk humblywith
your God?

9The LORD’s voice calls to the city—
andwisdom fears your name—

“Listen to the rod,
and he who appointed it.

10 Are there yet treasures of wickedness in
the house of the wicked,

and a short ephah† that is accursed?
11 Shall I tolerate dishonest scales,

and a bag of deceitful weights?
12Her richmen are full of violence,

her inhabitants speak lies,
and their tongue is deceitful in their
speech.

13 Therefore I also have struck you with a
grievous wound.

I have made you desolate because of
your sins.

14You shall eat, but not be satisfied.
Your hunger will be within you.
You will store up, but not save,
and that which you save I will give up
to the sword.

15Youwill sow, but won’t reap.
You will tread the olives, but won’t
anoint yourself with oil;

and crush grapes, but won’t drink the
wine.

16For the statutes of Omri are kept,
and all the works of Ahab’s house.
You walk in their counsels,
that I maymake you a ruin,
and your inhabitants a hissing.
You will bear the reproach of my peo-
ple.”

7
1Misery is mine!

Indeed, I am like one who gathers the
summer fruits, as gleanings of the
vineyard.

There is no cluster of grapes to eat.
My soul desires to eat the early fig.

2 The godly man has perished out of the
earth,

and there is no one upright amongst
men.

They all lie in wait for blood;
everymanhunts his brotherwith anet.

† 6:10: An ephah is a measure of volume (about 22 litres or about 2/3 of a bushel), and a short ephah is made smaller
than a full ephah for the purpose of cheating customers.
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3Their hands are on that which is evil to do
it diligently.

The ruler and judge ask for a bribe.
Thepowerfulmandictates the evil desire of

his soul.
Thus they conspire together.

4The best of them is like a brier.
Themost upright is worse than a thorn
hedge.

The day of your watchmen,
even your visitation, has come;
now is the time of their confusion.

5Don’t trust in a neighbour.
Don’t put confidence in a friend.
With the woman lying in your em-
brace,

be careful of the words of yourmouth!
6For the son dishonours the father,

the daughter rises up against her
mother,

the daughter-in-law against her
mother-in-law;

aman’s enemies are themenofhis own
house.

7But as for me, I will look to the LORD.
I will wait for the God of my salvation.
My Godwill hear me.

8Don’t rejoice against me, my enemy.
When I fall, I will arise.
When I sit indarkness, theLORDwill be
a light to me.

9 I will bear the indignation of the LORD,
because I have sinned against him,
until he pleads my case and executes
judgement for me.

He will bringme out to the light.
I will see his righteousness.

10Thenmy enemywill see it,
and shame will cover her who said to
me,

“Where is the LORD your God?”
My eyes will see her.

Now she will be trodden down like the
mire of the streets.

11A day to build your walls!
In that day, he will extend your bound-
ary.

12 In that day they will come to you from
Assyria and the cities of Egypt,

and from Egypt even to the River,
and from sea to sea,
andmountain to mountain.

13 Yet the land will be desolate because of
those who dwell therein,

for the fruit of their doings.
14 Shepherd your people with your staff,

the flock of your heritage,
who dwell by themselves in a forest.

Let them feed in the middle of fertile pas-
ture land,

in Bashan and Gilead, as in the days of
old.

15 “As in the days of your coming out of the
land of Egypt,

I will show themmarvellous things.”
16Thenationswill see andbeashamedof all

their might.
Theywill lay theirhandon theirmouth.
Their ears will be deaf.

17They will lick the dust like a serpent.
Like crawling things of the earth, they
will come tremblingoutof theirdens.

They will come with fear to the LORD
our God,

and will be afraid because of you.
18Who is a God like you, who pardons iniq-

uity,
andpasses over thedisobedience of the
remnant of his heritage?

He doesn’t retain his anger forever,
because he delights in loving kindness.

19Hewill again have compassion on us.
He will tread our iniquities under foot.
You will cast all their sins into the
depths of the sea.

20Youwill give truth to Jacob,
andmercy to Abraham,
as you have sworn to our fathers from
the days of old.
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The Book of
Nahum

1ArevelationaboutNineveh. Thebookof
the vision of Nahum the Elkoshite.

2 The LORD† is a jealous God‡ and
avenges. The LORD avenges and is full
of wrath. The LORD takes vengeance on
his adversaries, and he maintains wrath
against his enemies.

3 The LORD is slow to anger, and great
in power, and will by no means leave the
guilty unpunished. The LORD has his way
in the whirlwind and in the storm, and the
clouds are the dust of his feet.

4 He rebukes the sea and makes it dry,
and dries up all the rivers. Bashan and
Carmel languish. The flower of Lebanon
languishes.

5 The mountains quake before him, and
the hills melt away. The earth trembles at
his presence, yes, the world, and all who
dwell in it.

6Who can stand before his indignation?
Whocanendure thefiercenessofhisanger?
His wrath is poured out like fire, and the
rocks are broken apart by him.

7 The LORD is good, a stronghold in the
day of trouble; and he knows those who
take refuge in him.

8 But with an overflowing flood, he will
makea full endofherplace, andwill pursue
his enemies into darkness.

9What do you plot against the LORD? He
willmake a full end. Afflictionwon’t rise up
the second time.

10For entangled like thorns, and drunken
as with their drink, they are consumed ut-
terly like dry stubble.

11 One has gone out of you who de-
vises evil against the LORD, who counsels
wickedness.

12TheLORDsays: “Though theyare in full
strength and likewise many, even so they
will be cut down and pass away. Though I
have afflicted you, Iwill afflict younomore.

13Now I will break his yoke from off you,
and will burst your bonds apart.”

14The LORD has commanded concerning
you: “No more descendants will bear your
name. Out of the house of your gods, I will
cut off the engraved image and the molten
image. I will make your grave, for you are
vile.”

15 Behold,§ on the mountains the feet of
him who brings good news, who publishes

peace! Keep your feasts, Judah! Perform
your vows, for the wicked onewill nomore
pass through you. He is utterly cut off.

2
1 He who dashes in pieces has come up

against you. Keep the fortress! Watch the
way! Strengthen your waist! Fortify your
powermightily!

2 For the LORD restores the excellency
of Jacob as the excellency of Israel, for the
destroyershavedestroyed themandruined
their vine branches.

3 The shield of his mighty men is made
red. The valiant men are in scarlet. The
chariots flash with steel in the day of his
preparation, and the pine spears are bran-
dished.

4 The chariots rage in the streets. They
rush back and forth in thewideways. Their
appearance is like torches. They run like
the lightnings.

5 He summons his picked troops. They
stumble on their way. They dash to its wall,
and the protective shield is put in place.

6 The gates of the rivers are opened, and
the palace is dissolved.

7 It is decreed: she is uncovered, she is
carried away; and her servants moan as
with the voice of doves, beating on their
breasts.

8 But Nineveh has been from of old like
a pool of water, yet they flee away. “Stop!
Stop!” they cry, but no one looks back.

9 Take the plunder of silver. Take the
plunder of gold, for there is no end of trea-
sure, anabundanceof everyprecious thing.

10 She is empty, void, and waste. The
heart melts, the knees knock together, their
bodies and faces have grown pale.

11Where is the den of the lions, and the
feeding place of the young lions, where the
lion and the lioness walked with the lion’s
cubs, and no onemade them afraid?

12 The lion tore in pieces enough for his
cubs, and strangled prey for his lionesses,
andfilledhis caveswith thekill andhisdens
with prey.

13 “Behold, I am against you,” says the
LORD of Armies, “and I will burn her chari-
ots in the smoke, and the swordwill devour
your young lions; and I will cut off your
prey from the earth, and the voice of your
messengers will no longer be heard.”

3
1Woe to the bloody city! It is all full of lies

and robbery—no end to the prey.
† 1:2: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew
,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). ‡ 1:2: The Hebrew word rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). § 1:15:
“Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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2 The noise of the whip, the noise of the
rattling of wheels, prancing horses, and
bounding chariots,

3 thehorsemancharging, and theflashing
sword, the glittering spear, and amultitude
of slain, and a great heap of corpses, and
there is no end of the bodies. They stumble
on their bodies

4because of themultitude of the prostitu-
tion of the alluring prostitute, the mistress
of witchcraft, who sells nations through
her prostitution, and families through her
witchcraft.

5 “Behold, I am against you,” says the
LORD of Armies, “and I will lift your skirts
over your face. I will show the nations your
nakedness, and the kingdoms your shame.

6 I will throw abominable filth on you
and make you vile, and will make you a
spectacle.

7 It will happen that all those who look at
you will flee from you, and say, ‘Nineveh
is laid waste! Who will mourn for her?’
Where will I seek comforters for you?”

8Are you better thanNo-Amon,†whowas
situated amongst the rivers,‡ who had the
waters around her, whose rampart was the
sea, and her wall was of the sea?

9 Cush and Egypt were her boundless
strength. Put and Libya were her helpers.

10 Yet was she carried away. She went
into captivity. Her young children also
were dashed in pieces at the head of all
the streets, and they cast lots for her hon-
ourable men, and all her great men were
bound in chains.

11 You also will be drunken. You will be
hidden. You also will seek a stronghold
because of the enemy.

12All your fortresses will be like fig trees
with the first-ripe figs. If they are shaken,
they fall into themouth of the eater.

13 Behold, your troops amongst you are
women. The gates of your land are set
wide open to your enemies. The fire has
devoured your bars.

14 Draw water for the siege. Strengthen
your fortresses. Go into the clay, and tread
themortar. Make the brick kiln strong.

15 There the fire will devour you. The
sword will cut you off. It will devour
you like the grasshopper. Multiply like
grasshoppers. Multiply like the locust.

16 You have increased your merchants
more than the stars of the skies. The
grasshopper strips and flees away.

17 Your guards are like the locusts, and
your officials like the swarms of locusts,
which settle on the walls on a cold day, but

when the sun appears, they flee away, and
their place is not knownwhere they are.

18 Your shepherds slumber, king of As-
syria. Your nobles lie down. Your people
are scattered on the mountains, and there
is no one to gather them.

19 There is no healing your wound, for
your injury is fatal. All who hear the report
of you clap their hands over you, for who
hasn’t felt your endless cruelty?

† 3:8: or, Thebes ‡ 3:8: or, Nile
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The Book of
Habakkuk

1 The revelation which Habakkuk the
prophet saw.

2LORD,† how long will I cry, and you will
not hear? I cry out to you “Violence!” and
will you not save?

3Why do you showme iniquity, and look
at perversity? For destruction and violence
are before me. There is strife, and con-
tention rises up.

4 Therefore the law is paralysed, and
justice never prevails; for the wicked
surround the righteous; therefore justice
comes out perverted.

5 “Look amongst the nations, watch, and
wonder marvellously; for I am working a
work in your days which you will not be-
lieve though it is told you.

6 For, behold,‡ I am raising up the
Chaldeans, that bitter andhastynationwho
march through the width of the earth, to
possess dwelling places that are not theirs.

7 They are feared and dreaded. Their
judgement and their dignity proceed from
themselves.

8 Their horses also are swifter than leop-
ards, and are more fierce than the evening
wolves. Their horsemen press proudly on.
Yes, their horsemen come from afar. They
fly as an eagle that hurries to devour.

9 All of them come for violence. Their
hordes face forward. Theygatherprisoners
like sand.

10Yes, they scoff at kings, and princes are
a derision to them. They laugh at every
stronghold, for they build up an earthen
ramp and take it.

11 Then they sweep by like the wind and
go on. They are indeed guilty, whose
strength is their god.”

12Aren’t you from everlasting, LORD my
God,§ my Holy One? Wewill not die. LORD,
you have appointed them for judgement.
You, Rock, have established him to punish.

13 You who have purer eyes than to see
evil, and who cannot look on perversity,
why do you tolerate those who deal treach-
erously and keep silent when the wicked
swallowsup themanwho ismore righteous
than he,

14 and make men like the fish of the sea,
like the creeping things that have no ruler
over them?

15He takes up all of them with the hook.
Hecatches theminhisnet andgathers them
in his dragnet. Therefore he rejoices and is
glad.

16 Therefore he sacrifices to his net and
burns incense to his dragnet, because by
them his life is luxurious and his food is
good.

17Will he therefore continually emptyhis
net, and kill the nations without mercy?

2
1 I will stand at my watch and set myself

on the ramparts, and will look out to see
what he will say to me, and what I will
answer concerningmy complaint.

2 The LORD answered me, “Write the vi-
sion, and make it plain on tablets, that he
who runsmay read it.

3 For the vision is yet for the appointed
time, and it hurries towards the end, and
won’t prove false. Though it takes time,
wait for it, because it will surely come. It
won’t delay.

4 Behold, his soul is puffed up. It is not
upright inhim, but the righteouswill liveby
his faith.

5 Yes, moreover, wine is treacherous: an
arrogant man who doesn’t stay at home,
who enlarges his desire as Sheol;† he is like
death and can’t be satisfied, but gathers to
himself all nations and heaps to himself all
peoples.

6Won’t all these take up a parable against
him, and a taunting proverb against him,
and say, ‘Woe to him who increases that
which is not his, and who enriches himself
by extortion! How long?’

7 Won’t your debtors rise up suddenly,
and wake up those who make you tremble,
and you will be their victim?

8 Because you have plundered many na-
tions, all the remnant of the peoples will
plunder you because of men’s blood, and
for the violence done to the land, to the city
and to all who dwell in it.

9Woe to himwho gets an evil gain for his
house, that hemay set his nest on high, that
hemay be delivered from the hand of evil!

10You have devised shame to your house
by cutting off many peoples, and have
sinned against your soul.

11 For the stone will cry out of the wall,
and the beam out of the woodwork will
answer it.

12 Woe to him who builds a town with
blood, and establishes a city by iniquity!

† 1:2: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew
,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). ‡ 1:6: “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at.

It is often used as an interjection. § 1:12: The Hebrew word rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). † 2:5: Sheol is
the place of the dead.
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13Behold, isn’t it fromtheLORDofArmies
that the peoples labour for the fire, and the
nations weary themselves for vanity?

14 For the earth will be filled with the
knowledge of the LORD’s glory, as the wa-
ters cover the sea.

15 “Woe to him who gives his neighbour
drink, pouring your inflaming wine until
they are drunk, so that you may gaze at
their naked bodies!

16 You are filled with shame, and not
glory. You will also drink and be exposed!
The cup of the LORD’s right hand will come
around to you, and disgracewill cover your
glory.

17 For the violence done to Lebanon will
overwhelm you, and the destruction of the
animals will terrify you, because of men’s
blood and for the violence done to the land,
to every city and to those who dwell in
them.

18 “What value does the engraved image
have, that its maker has engraved it; the
molten image, even the teacher of lies, that
hewho fashions its formtrusts in it, tomake
mute idols?

19 Woe to him who says to the wood,
‘Awake!’ or to the mute stone, ‘Arise!’ Shall
this teach? Behold, it is overlaid with gold
and silver, and there is no breath at all
within it.

20But the LORD is in his holy temple. Let
all the earth be silent before him!”

3
1 A prayer of Habakkuk, the prophet, set

to victorious music.
2LORD, I have heard of your fame.

I stand in awe of your deeds, LORD.
Renewyourwork in themiddleof theyears.

In the middle of the years make it
known.

In wrath, you remembermercy.
3God came from Teman,

the Holy One fromMount Paran.
Selah.

His glory covered the heavens,
and his praise filled the earth.

4His splendour is like the sunrise.
Rays shine from his hand, where his
power is hidden.

5Plague went before him,
and pestilence followed his feet.

6He stood, and shook the earth.
He looked, and made the nations trem-
ble.

The ancient mountains were crum-
bled.

The age-old hills collapsed.
His ways are eternal.

7 I saw the tents of Cushan in affliction.
The dwellings of the land of Midian
trembled.

8Was the LORD displeased with the rivers?
Was your anger against the rivers,
or your wrath against the sea,
that you rode on your horses,
on your chariots of salvation?

9You uncovered your bow.
You called for your sworn arrows.

Selah.
You split the earth with rivers.
10Themountains saw you, andwere afraid.

The storm of waters passed by.
The deep roared and lifted up its hands
on high.

11The sun andmoon stood still in the sky
at the light of your arrows as theywent,
at the shining of your glittering spear.

12Youmarched through the land in wrath.
You threshed the nations in anger.

13 You went out for the salvation of your
people,

for the salvation of your anointed.
You crushed the head of the land ofwicked-

ness.
You stripped them head to foot.

Selah.
14 You pierced the heads of his warriors

with their own spears.
They came as a whirlwind to scatter
me,

gloating as if to devour thewretched in
secret.

15You trampled the sea with your horses,
churningmighty waters.

16 I heard, andmy body trembled.
My lips quivered at the voice.

Rottenness enters into my bones, and I
tremble inmy place

because I must wait quietly for the day
of trouble,

for the coming up of the people who
invade us.

17For even though the fig tree doesn’t flour-
ish,

nor fruit be in the vines,
the labour of the olive fails,
the fields yield no food,
the flocks are cut off from the fold,
and there is no herd in the stalls,

18yet I will rejoice in the LORD.
I will be joyful in the God of my salva-
tion!

19GOD, the Lord,† is my strength.
Hemakes my feet like deer’s feet,
and enables me to go in high places.

For the music director, on my stringed
instruments.

† 3:19: The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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The Book of
Zephaniah

1TheLORD’s†wordwhich came toZepha-
niah, the son of Cushi, the son of Gedaliah,
the son of Amariah, the son of Hezekiah, in
the days of Josiah, the son of Amon, king of
Judah.

2 I will utterly sweep away everything
from the surface of the earth, says the
LORD.

3 I will sweep away man and animal. I
will sweepaway thebirds of the sky, thefish
of the sea, and the heaps of rubble with the
wicked. I will cut off man from the surface
of the earth, says the LORD.

4 I will stretch out my hand against Judah
andagainst all the inhabitantsof Jerusalem.
I will cut off the remnant of Baal from this
place—the name of the idolatrous and pa-
gan priests,

5 those who worship the army of the sky
on the housetops, those who worship and
swear by the LORD and also swear by Mal-
cam,

6 those who have turned back from fol-
lowing the LORD, and those who haven’t
sought the LORD nor enquired after him.

7 Be silent at the presence of the Lord‡
GOD, for the day of the LORD is at hand. For
the LORD has prepared a sacrifice. He has
consecrated his guests.

8 It will happen in the day of the LORD’s
sacrifice that I will punish the princes, the
king’s sons, and all those who are clothed
with foreign clothing.

9 In that day, I will punish all those who
leap over the threshold, who fill their mas-
ter’s house with violence and deceit.

10 In that day, says the LORD, there will
be the noise of a cry from the fish gate,
a wailing from the second quarter, and a
great crashing from the hills.

11 Wail, you inhabitants of Maktesh, for
all the people of Canaan are undone! All
those who were loaded with silver are cut
off.

12 It will happen at that time, that I will
search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will
punish the men who are settled on their
dregs, who say in their heart, “The LORD
will not do good, neither will he do evil.”

13 Their wealth will become a plunder,
and their houses a desolation. Yes, theywill
build houses, but won’t inhabit them. They

will plant vineyards, but won’t drink their
wine.

14 The great day of the LORD is near. It
is near and hurries greatly, the voice of
the day of the LORD. The mighty man cries
there bitterly.

15 That day is a day of wrath, a day of
distress and anguish, a day of trouble and
ruin, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of
clouds and blackness,

16a day of the trumpet and alarm against
the fortified cities and against the high bat-
tlements.

17 I will bring such distress on men that
they will walk like blind men because they
have sinned against the LORD. Their blood
will be poured out like dust and their flesh
like dung.

18Neither their silver nor their gold will
be able to deliver them in the day of the
LORD’s wrath, but the whole land will be
devoured by the fire of his jealousy; for he
will make an end, yes, a terrible end, of all
those who dwell in the land.

2
1 Gather yourselves together, yes, gather

together, you nation that has no shame,
2before the appointed timewhen the day

passes as the chaff, before the fierce anger
of the LORD comes on you, before the day
of the LORD’s anger comes on you.

3 Seek the LORD, all you humble of the
land, who have kept his ordinances. Seek
righteousness. Seek humility. It may be
that you will be hidden in the day of the
LORD’s anger.

4For Gazawill be forsaken, and Ashkelon
a desolation. They will drive out Ashdod at
noonday, and Ekron will be rooted up.

5Woe to the inhabitants of the sea coast,
the nation of the Cherethites! The LORD’s
word is against you, Canaan, the land of the
Philistines. I will destroy you until there is
no inhabitant.

6 The sea coast will be pastures, with cot-
tages for shepherds and folds for flocks.

7 The coast will be for the remnant of the
house of Judah. They will find pasture. In
the houses of Ashkelon, they will lie down
in the evening, for the LORD, their God,†
will visit them and restore them.

8 I have heard the reproach of Moab and
the insults of the children of Ammon, with
which theyhave reproachedmypeople and
magnified themselves against their border.

9 Therefore, as I live, says the LORD of
Armies, the God of Israel, surely Moab will
be as Sodom, and the children of Ammon

† 1:1: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew
,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). ‡ 1:7: The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” † 2:7: The Hebrew word
rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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as Gomorrah, a possession of nettles and
salt pits, and a perpetual desolation. The
remnant of my people will plunder them,
and the survivors of my nation will inherit
them.

10 This they will have for their pride, be-
cause they have reproached andmagnified
themselves against the people of the LORD
of Armies.

11The LORDwill be awesome to them, for
he will famish all the gods of the land. Men
will worship him, everyone from his place,
even all the shores of the nations.

12 You Cushites also, you will be killed by
my sword.

13Hewill stretch out his hand against the
north, destroy Assyria, and will make Nin-
eveh a desolation, as dry as the wilderness.

14 Herds will lie down in the middle of
her, all kinds of animals. Both the pelican
and the porcupine will lodge in its capitals.
Their calls will echo through the windows.
Desolation will be in the thresholds, for he
has laid bare the cedar beams.

15 This is the joyous city that lived care-
lessly, that said in her heart, “I am, and
there is no one besides me.” How she has
become a desolation, a place for animals to
lie down in! Everyone who passes by her
will hiss and shake their fists.

3
1 Woe to her who is rebellious and pol-

luted, the oppressing city!
2 She didn’t obey the voice. She didn’t

receive correction. She didn’t trust in the
LORD. She didn’t draw near to her God.

3Herprinceswithinherare roaring lions.
Her judges are evening wolves. They leave
nothing until the next day.

4Herprophets arearrogant and treacher-
ous people. Her priests have profaned the
sanctuary. They have done violence to the
law.

5 The LORD, within her, is righteous. He
will do no wrong. Every morning he brings
his justice to light. He doesn’t fail, but the
unjust know no shame.

6 I have cut off nations. Their battlements
are desolate. I have made their streets
waste, so that no one passes by. Their cities
are destroyed, so that there is no man, so
that there is no inhabitant.

7 I said, “Just fearme. Receive correction,”
so thatherdwellingwon’t be cut off, accord-
ing to all that I have appointed concerning
her. But they rose early and corrupted all
their doings.

8 “Therefore wait for me”, says the LORD,
“until the day that I rise up to the prey, for

my determination is to gather the nations,
that I may assemble the kingdoms to pour
on themmy indignation, even all my fierce
anger, for all the earth will be devoured
with the fire of my jealousy.

9 For then I will purify the lips of the
peoples, that theymayall call on theLORD’s
name, to serve him shoulder to shoulder.

10 From beyond the rivers of Cush, my
worshippers, even the daughter of my dis-
persed people, will bringmy offering.

11 In that day youwill not bedisappointed
for all your doings inwhich you have trans-
gressedagainstme; for then Iwill takeaway
out from amongst you your proudly exult-
ing ones, and you will no more be arrogant
in my holy mountain.

12But Iwill leaveamongst youanafflicted
and poor people, and they will take refuge
in the LORD’s name.

13 The remnant of Israel will not do iniq-
uity nor speak lies, neither will a deceitful
tongue be found in their mouth, for they
will feed and lie down, and no one will
make them afraid.”

14 Sing, daughter of Zion! Shout, Israel!
Be glad and rejoice with all your heart,
daughter of Jerusalem.

15 The LORD has taken away your judge-
ments. He has thrown out your enemy. The
King of Israel, the LORD, is amongst you.
You will not be afraid of evil anymore.

16 In that day, it will be said to Jerusalem,
“Don’t be afraid, Zion. Don’t let your hands
be weak.”

17The LORD, your God, is amongst you, a
mighty one who will save. He will rejoice
over you with joy. He will calm you in his
love. He will rejoice over you with singing.

18 I will remove those who grieve about
the appointed feasts from you. They are a
burden and a reproach to you.

19Behold,† at that time I will deal with all
those who afflict you; and I will save those
who are lame and gather those who were
driven away. I will give them praise and
honour, whose shame has been in all the
earth.

20 At that time I will bring you in, and at
that time Iwill gatheryou; for Iwill giveyou
honour and praise amongst all the peoples
of the earth when I restore your fortunes
before your eyes, says the LORD.

† 3:19: “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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The Book of
Haggai

1 In the second year of Darius the king,
in the sixth month, in the first day of the
month, the LORD’s† word came by Hag-
gai the prophet, to Zerubbabel the son of
Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua
the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, say-
ing,

2 “This is what the LORD of Armies says:
These people say, ‘The time hasn’t yet come,
the time for the LORD’s house to be built.’ ”

3 Then the LORD’s word came by Haggai
the prophet, saying,

4 “Is it a time for you yourselves to dwell
in your panelled houses, while this house
lies waste?

5Now therefore this is what the LORD of
Armies says: ‘Consider your ways.

6You have sownmuch, and bring in little.
You eat, but you don’t have enough. You
drink, but you aren’t filled with drink. You
clothe yourselves, but no one is warm; and
he who earns wages earns wages to put
them into a bag with holes in it.’

7 “This is what the LORD of Armies says:
‘Consider your ways.

8Go up to themountain, bring wood, and
build the house. I will take pleasure in it,
and I will be glorified,” says the LORD.

9 “You looked for much, and, behold,‡ it
came to little; and when you brought it
home, I blew it away. Why?” says the LORD
of Armies, “Because of my house that lies
waste, while each of you is busy with his
own house.

10 Therefore for your sake the heavens
withhold the dew, and the earth withholds
its fruit.

11 I called for a drought on the land, on
the mountains, on the grain, on the new
wine, on the oil, on that which the ground
produces, on men, on livestock, and on all
the labour of the hands.”

12 Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel
and Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high
priest, with all the remnant of the people,
obeyed theLORDtheirGod’s§voice, and the
words of Haggai the prophet, as the LORD
their God had sent him; and the people
feared the LORD.

13 Then Haggai, the LORD’s messenger,
spoke the LORD’s message to the people,
saying, “I amwith you,” says the LORD.

14TheLORDstirredup the spirit of Zerub-
babel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Ju-
dah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of
Jehozadak, the high priest, and the spirit
of all the remnant of the people; and they
came andworked on the house of the LORD
of Armies, their God,

15 in the twenty-fourth day of the month,
in the sixth month, in the second year of
Darius the king.

2
1 In the seventhmonth, in the twenty-first

day of themonth, the LORD’sword came by
Haggai the prophet, saying,

2 “Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of
Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua
the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to
the remnant of the people, saying,

3 ‘Who is left amongst you who saw this
house in its former glory? How do you see
it now? Isn’t it in your eyes as nothing?

4Yet now be strong, Zerubbabel,’ says the
LORD. ‘Be strong, Joshua son of Jehozadak,
the high priest. Be strong, all you people of
the land,’ says the LORD, ‘andwork, for I am
with you,’ says the LORD of Armies.

5 This is the word that I covenanted with
you when you came out of Egypt, and my
Spirit lived amongst you. ‘Don’t be afraid.’

6For this iswhat theLORDofArmies says:
‘Yet once more, it is a little while, and I will
shake the heavens, the earth, the sea, and
the dry land;

7and Iwill shakeall nations. The treasure
of all nations will come, and I will fill this
house with glory, says the LORD of Armies.

8The silver is mine, and the gold is mine,’
says the LORD of Armies.

9 ‘The latter glory of this house will be
greater than the former,’ says the LORD of
Armies; ‘and in this place I will give peace,’
says the LORD of Armies.”

10 In the twenty-fourth day of the ninth
month, in the second year of Darius, the
LORD’s word came by Haggai the prophet,
saying,

11 “The LORDofArmies says: Ask now the
priests concerning the law, saying,

12 ‘If someone carries holy meat in the
fold of his garment, and with his fold
touches bread, stew, wine, oil, or any food,
will it become holy?’ ”
The priests answered, “No.”
13 Then Haggai said, “If one who is un-

clean by reason of a dead body touches any
of these, will it be unclean?”

† 1:1: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew
,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). ‡ 1:9: “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at.

It is often used as an interjection. § 1:12: The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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The priests answered, “It will be un-
clean.”

14ThenHaggai answered, “ ‘So is this peo-
ple, and so is this nationbeforeme,’ says the
LORD; ‘and so is every work of their hands.
That which they offer there is unclean.

15Now, please consider from this day and
backward, before a stone was laid on a
stone in the LORD’s temple.

16 Through all that time, when one came
to a heap of twenty measures, there were
only ten. When one came to the wine vat to
draw out fifty, there were only twenty.

17 I struck you with blight, mildew, and
hail in all the work of your hands; yet you
didn’t turn to me,’ says the LORD.

18 ‘Consider, please, from this day and
backward, from the twenty-fourth day of
the ninth month, since the day that the
foundation of the LORD’s temple was laid,
consider it.

19 Is the seedyet in thebarn? Yes, thevine,
the fig tree, the pomegranate, and the olive
tree haven’t produced. From today I will
bless you.’ ”

20The LORD’sword came the second time
to Haggai in the twenty-fourth day of the
month, saying,

21 “Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Ju-
dah, saying, ‘I will shake the heavens and
the earth.

22 I will overthrow the throne of king-
doms. I will destroy the strength of the
kingdoms of the nations. I will overthrow
the chariots and those who ride in them.
Thehorses and their riderswill comedown,
everyone by the sword of his brother.

23 In that day, says the LORD of Armies, I
will take you, Zerubbabel my servant, the
son of Shealtiel,’ says the LORD, ‘and will
make you like a signet ring, for I have cho-
sen you,’ says the LORD of Armies.”
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The Book of
Zechariah

1 In the eighth month, in the second year
of Darius, the LORD’s† word came to the
prophetZechariah the sonofBerechiah, the
son of Iddo, saying,

2 “The LORD was very displeased with
your fathers.

3Therefore tell them, the LORDof Armies
says: ‘Return to me,’ says the LORD of
Armies, ‘and I will return to you,’ says the
LORD of Armies.

4Don’t you be like your fathers, to whom
the former prophets proclaimed, saying:
TheLORDofArmies says, ‘Returnnow from
your evil ways and from your evil doings;’
but they didn’t hear nor listen to me, says
the LORD.

5 Your fathers, where are they? And the
prophets, do they live forever?

6 But my words and my decrees, which
I commanded my servants the prophets,
didn’t they overtake your fathers?

“Then they repented and said, ‘Just as the
LORD of Armies determined to do to us,
according to ourways and according to our
practices, so he has dealt with us.’ ”

7Onthe twenty-fourthdayof theeleventh
month, which is the month Shebat, in the
second year of Darius, the LORD’s word
came to the prophet Zechariah the son of
Berechiah, the son of Iddo, saying,

8 “I had a vision in the night, and behold,‡
a man riding on a red horse, and he stood
amongst the myrtle trees that were in a
ravine; and behind him there were red,
brown, and white horses.

9Then I asked, ‘My lord,what are these?’ ”
The angel who talkedwithme said tome,

“I will show youwhat these are.”
10 The man who stood amongst the myr-

tle trees answered, “They are the ones the
LORDhas sent to go back and forth through
the earth.”

11They reported to the LORD’s angel who
stood amongst the myrtle trees, and said,
“We have walked back and forth through
the earth, and behold, all the earth is at rest
and in peace.”

12 Then the LORD’s angel replied, “O
LORDofArmies, how longwill younothave
mercy on Jerusalem and on the cities of
Judah, againstwhich youhavehad indigna-
tion these seventy years?”

13 The LORD answered the angel who
talked with me with kind and comforting
words.

14So the angel who talkedwithme said to
me, “Proclaim, saying, ‘The LORD of Armies
says: “I am jealous for Jerusalem and for
Zion with a great jealousy.

15 I am very angry with the nations that
are at ease; for I was but a little displeased,
but they added to the calamity.”

16 Therefore the LORD says: “I have re-
turned to Jerusalem with mercy. My house
shall bebuilt in it,” says theLORDofArmies,
“and a line shall be stretched out over
Jerusalem.” ’

17 “Proclaim further, saying, ‘The LORD
of Armies says: “My cities will again over-
flow with prosperity, and the LORD will
again comfort Zion, and will again choose
Jerusalem.” ’ ”

18 I lifted upmyeyes and saw, andbehold,
four horns.

19 I asked the angel who talked with me,
“What are these?”
He answered me, “These are the horns

which have scattered Judah, Israel, and
Jerusalem.”

20The LORD showedme four craftsmen.
21 Then I asked, “What are these coming

to do?”
He said, “These are the horns which scat-

tered Judah, so that no man lifted up his
head; but these have come to terrify them,
to cast down the horns of the nations that
lifted up their horn against the land of Ju-
dah to scatter it.”

2
1 I lifted upmy eyes, and saw, and behold,

a manwith ameasuring line in his hand.
2Then I asked, “Where are you going?”
He said to me, “To measure Jerusalem, to

see what is its width andwhat is its length.”
3 Behold, the angel who talked with me

went out, and another angel went out to
meet him,

4 and said to him, “Run, speak to this
young man, saying, ‘Jerusalem will be in-
habited as villages without walls, because
of themultitude of men and livestock in it.

5 For I,’ says the LORD, ‘will be to her a
wall of fire around it, and I will be the glory
in themiddle of her.

6 Come! Come! Flee from the land of the
north,’ says theLORD; ‘for Ihave spreadyou
abroadas the fourwindsof the sky,’ says the
LORD.

7 ‘Come, Zion! Escape, you who dwell
with the daughter of Babylon.’

† 1:1: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew
,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). ‡ 1:8: “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at.
It is often used as an interjection.
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8 For the LORD of Armies says: ‘For hon-
our he has sent me to the nations which
plundered you; for he who touches you
touches the apple of his eye.

9 For, behold, I will shake my hand over
them, and they will be a plunder to those
who served them; and you will know that
the LORD of Armies has sent me.

10 Sing and rejoice, daughter of Zion! For
behold, I come and I will dwell within you,’
says the LORD.

11Many nations shall join themselves to
the LORD in that day, and shall be my peo-
ple; and I will dwell amongst you, and you
shall knowthat theLORDofArmieshas sent
me to you.

12The LORDwill inherit Judah as his por-
tion in the holy land, and will again choose
Jerusalem.

13 Be silent, all flesh, before the LORD;
for he has roused himself from his holy
habitation!”

3
1 He showed me Joshua the high priest

standing before the LORD’s angel, and Sa-
tan standing at his right hand to be his
adversary.

2 The LORD said to Satan, “The LORD re-
buke you, Satan! Yes, the LORD who has
chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Isn’t this a
burning stick plucked out of the fire?”

3Now Joshua was clothed with filthy gar-
ments, and was standing before the angel.

4 He answered and spoke to those who
stood before him, saying, “Take the filthy
garments off him.” To him he said, “Behold,
I have caused your iniquity to pass from
you, and I will clothe you with rich cloth-
ing.”

5 I said, “Let themset a clean turbanonhis
head.”
So they set a clean turban on his head,

and clothed him; and the LORD’s angel was
standing by.

6 The LORD’s angel solemnly assured
Joshua, saying,

7 “The LORD of Armies says: ‘If you will
walk in my ways, and if you will follow my
instructions, then you also shall judge my
house, and shall also keep my courts, and I
will giveyouaplaceofaccessamongst these
who stand by.

8 Hear now, Joshua the high priest, you
and your fellows who sit before you, for
they are men who are a sign; for, behold, I
will bring out my servant, the Branch.

9 For, behold, the stone that I have set
before Joshua: on one stone are seven eyes;
behold, I will engrave its inscription,’ says

the LORD of Armies, ‘and I will remove the
iniquity of that land in one day.

10 In that day,’ says the LORD of Armies,
‘you will invite every man his neighbour
under the vine and under the fig tree.’ ”

4
1 The angel who talked with me came

again and wakened me, as a man who is
wakened out of his sleep.

2He said to me, “What do you see?”
I said, “I have seen, and behold, a lamp

stand all of gold, with its bowl on the top of
it, and its seven lamps on it; there are seven
pipes to each of the lamps which are on the
top of it;

3and twoolive trees by it, one on the right
side of the bowl, and the other on the left
side of it.”

4 I answered and spoke to the angel who
talkedwithme, saying, “What are these,my
lord?”

5 Then the angel who talked with me an-
swered me, “Don’t you know what these
are?”
I said, “No, my lord.”
6Then he answered and spoke tome, say-

ing, “This is theLORD’sword to Zerubbabel,
saying, ‘Not by might, nor by power, but by
my Spirit,’ says the LORD of Armies.

7 Who are you, great mountain? Be-
fore Zerubbabel you are a plain; and he
will bring out the capstone with shouts of
‘Grace, grace, to it!’ ”

8Moreover the LORD’s word came to me,
saying,

9 “The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the
foundation of this house. His hands shall
also finish it; and you will know that the
LORD of Armies has sent me to you.

10 Indeed, who despises the day of small
things? For these seven shall rejoice, and
shall see the plumb line in the hand of
Zerubbabel. These are the LORD’s eyes,
which run back and forth through the
whole earth.”

11Then I asked him, “What are these two
olive trees on the right side of the lamp
stand and on the left side of it?”

12 I asked him the second time, “What are
these two olive branches, which are beside
the two golden spouts that pour the golden
oil out of themselves?”

13 He answered me, “Don’t you know
what these are?”
I said, “No, my lord.”
14 Then he said, “These are the two

anointedoneswho standby theLord†of the
whole earth.”

† 4:14: The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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5
1 Then again I lifted up my eyes and saw,

and behold, a flying scroll.
2He said to me, “What do you see?”
I answered, “I see aflying scroll; its length

is twenty cubits,† and its width ten cubits.”
3 Then he said to me, “This is the curse

that goes out over the surface of the whole
land, for everyone who steals shall be cut
off according to it on the one side; and
everyonewho swears falsely shall be cut off
according to it on the other side.

4 I will cause it to go out,” says the LORD
of Armies, “and it will enter into the house
of the thief, and into the house of him who
swears falsely by my name; and it will re-
main in the middle of his house, and will
destroy it with its timber and its stones.”

5Then theangelwho talkedwithmecame
forward and said to me, “Lift up now your
eyes and see what this is that is appearing.”

6 I said, “What is it?”
He said, “This is the ephah‡ basket that

is appearing.” He said moreover, “This is
their appearance in all the land—

7 and behold, a lead cover weighing one
talent§ was lifted up—and there was a
woman sitting in the middle of the ephah†
basket.”

8 He said, “This is Wickedness;” and he
threw her down into the middle of the
ephah basket; and he threw the leadweight
on its mouth.

9 Then I lifted up my eyes and saw, and
behold, there were two women; and the
wind was in their wings. Now they had
wings like the wings of a stork, and they
lifted up the ephah basket between earth
and the sky.

10Then I said to the angelwho talkedwith
me, “Where are these carrying the ephah
basket?”

11He said to me, “To build her a house in
the land of Shinar. When it is prepared, she
will be set there in her own place.”

6
1 Again I lifted up my eyes, and saw, and

behold, four chariots came out from be-
tween two mountains; and the mountains
weremountains of bronze.

2 In the first chariot were red horses. In
the second chariot were black horses.

3 In the third chariot were white horses.
In the fourth chariot were dappled horses,
all of them powerful.

4 Then I asked the angel who talked with
me, “What are these, my lord?”

5 The angel answered me, “These are the
four winds of the sky, which go out from
standing before the Lord of all the earth.

6 The one with the black horses goes out
towards the north country; and the white
went out after them; and the dappled went
out towards the south country.”

7 The strong went out, and sought to
go that they might walk back and forth
through the earth. He said, “Go around and
through the earth!” So they walked back
and forth through the earth.

8 Then he called to me, and spoke to me,
saying, “Behold, those who go towards the
north country have quietedmy spirit in the
north country.”

9The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
10 “Take of them of the captivity, even

of Heldai, of Tobijah, and of Jedaiah; and
come the same day, and go into the house
of Josiah the son of Zephaniah, where they
have come from Babylon.

11 Yes, take silver and gold, and make
crowns, and set them on the head of Joshua
the son of Jehozadak, the high priest;

12 and speak to him, saying, ‘The LORD of
Armies says, “Behold, themanwhose name
is the Branch! He will grow up out of his
place; and he will build the LORD’s temple.

13 He will build the LORD’s temple. He
will bear the glory, and will sit and rule on
his throne. Hewill be a priest on his throne.
The counsel of peace will be between them
both.

14 The crowns shall be to Helem, to To-
bijah, to Jedaiah, and to Hen the son of
Zephaniah, for a memorial in the LORD’s
temple.

15 Those who are far off shall come and
build in the LORD’s temple; and you shall
know that the LORD of Armies has sent me
to you. This will happen, if you will dili-
gently obey the LORD your God’s voice.” ’ ”†

7
1 In the fourth year of King Darius, the

LORD’s word came to Zechariah in the
fourth day of the ninthmonth, themonth of
Chislev.

2 The people of Bethel sent Sharezer and
RegemMelech and their men to entreat the
LORD’s favour,

3 and to speak to the priests of the house
of the LORD of Armies and to the prophets,
saying, “Should I weep in the fifth month,

† 5:2: A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimetres. ‡ 5:6: An ephah is a measure of volume of about 22 litres, 5.8 U. S. gallons, or about 2/3 of a bushel.
§ 5:7: A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds. † 5:7: 1 ephah is about 22 litres or about 2/3 of a bushel † 6:15:
The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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separating myself, as I have done these so
many years?”

4 Then the word of the LORD of Armies
came tome, saying,

5 “Speak to all the people of the land and
to the priests, saying, ‘When you fasted and
mourned in the fifth and in the seventh
month for these seventy years, did youat all
fast to me, really to me?

6Whenyoueat andwhenyoudrink, don’t
you eat for yourselves and drink for your-
selves?

7Aren’t these the words which the LORD
proclaimed by the former prophets when
Jerusalemwas inhabited and in prosperity,
and its cities around her, and the South and
the lowland were inhabited?’ ”

8 The LORD’s word came to Zechariah,
saying,

9 “Thus has the LORD of Armies spoken,
saying, ‘Execute true judgement, and show
kindness and compassion every man to his
brother.

10 Don’t oppress the widow, the father-
less, the foreigner, nor the poor; and let
none of you devise evil against his brother
in your heart.’

11 But they refused to listen, and turned
their backs, and stopped their ears, that
theymight not hear.

12 Yes, they made their hearts as hard
as flint, lest they might hear the law and
the words which the LORD of Armies had
sent by his Spirit by the former prophets.
Therefore greatwrath came from the LORD
of Armies.

13 It has come topass that, ashe calledand
they refused to listen, so they will call and I
will not listen,” said the LORD of Armies;

14 “but I will scatter them with a whirl-
wind amongst all the nations which they
have not known. Thus the land was des-
olate after them, so that no man passed
through nor returned; for they made the
pleasant land desolate.”

8
1Theword of the LORDofArmies came to

me.
2 The LORD of Armies says: “I am jealous

for Zion with great jealousy, and I am jeal-
ous for her with great wrath.”

3TheLORDsays: “I have returned toZion,
and will dwell in the middle of Jerusalem.
Jerusalem shall be called ‘TheCity of Truth;’
and the mountain of the LORD of Armies,
‘The Holy Mountain.’ ”

4The LORD of Armies says: “Oldmen and
oldwomenwill again dwell in the streets of
Jerusalem, every man with his staff in his
hand because of their old age.

5The streets of the city will be full of boys
and girls playing in its streets.”

6 The LORD of Armies says: “If it is mar-
vellous in the eyes of the remnant of this
people in those days, should it also be mar-
vellous in my eyes?” says the LORD of
Armies.

7The LORDof Armies says: “Behold, Iwill
save my people from the east country and
from the west country.

8 I will bring them, and they will dwell
within Jerusalem. They will be my people,
and I will be their God, in truth and in
righteousness.”

9 The LORD of Armies says: “Let your
handsbe strong, youwhohear in thesedays
thesewords fromthemouthof theprophets
who were in the day that the foundation of
the house of the LORD of Armies was laid,
even the temple, that it might be built.

10 For before those days there was no
wages formannoranywages forananimal,
neither was there any peace to him who
went out or came in, because of the adver-
sary. For I set all men everyone against his
neighbour.

11But now I will not be to the remnant of
this people as in the former days,” says the
LORD of Armies.

12 “For the seed of peace and the vine will
yield its fruit, and the ground will give its
increase, and the heavens will give their
dew. I will cause the remnant of this people
to inherit all these things.

13 It shall come to pass that, as youwere a
curse amongst the nations, house of Judah
and house of Israel, so I will save you, and
you shall be a blessing. Don’t be afraid. Let
your hands be strong.”

14 For the LORD of Armies says: “As I
thought to do evil to youwhen your fathers
provoked me to wrath,” says the LORD of
Armies, “and I didn’t repent,

15 so again I have thought in these days
to do good to Jerusalem and to the house of
Judah. Don’t be afraid.

16 These are the things that you shall do:
speak every man the truth with his neigh-
bour. Execute the judgement of truth and
peace in your gates,

17 and let none of you devise evil in your
hearts against his neighbour, and love no
false oath; for all these are things that I
hate,” says the LORD.

18 The word of the LORD of Armies came
tome.

19The LORD of Armies says: “The fasts of
the fourth, fifth, seventh, and tenthmonths
shall be for the house of Judah joy, gladness,
and cheerful feasts. Therefore love truth
and peace.”
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20 The LORD of Armies says: “Many peo-
ples and the inhabitants of many cities will
yet come.

21 The inhabitants of one will go to an-
other, saying, ‘Let’s go speedily to entreat
the favour of the LORD, and to seek the
LORD of Armies. I will go also.’

22 Yes, many peoples and strong nations
will come to seek the LORD of Armies in
Jerusalem and to entreat the favour of the
LORD.”

23 The LORD of Armies says: “In those
days, ten men out of all the languages of
the nationswill take hold of the skirt of him
who is a Jew, saying, ‘We will go with you,
for we have heard that God is with you.’ ”

9
1A revelation.

The LORD’s word is against the land of
Hadrach,

and will rest upon Damascus—
for the eye of man

and of all the tribes of Israel is towards
the LORD—

2and Hamath, also, which borders on it,
Tyre and Sidon, because they are very
wise.

3Tyre built herself a stronghold,
and heaped up silver like the dust,
andfinegold like themireof the streets.

4Behold, the Lord will dispossess her,
and he will strike her power in the sea;
and she will be devoured with fire.

5Ashkelon will see it, and fear;
Gaza also, and will writhe in agony;
as will Ekron, for her expectation will
be disappointed;

and the king will perish from Gaza,
and Ashkelon will not be inhabited.

6Foreigners will dwell in Ashdod,
and I will cut off the pride of the
Philistines.

7 Iwill take awayhis blood out of hismouth,
and his abominations from between
his teeth;

and he also will be a remnant for our God;
and he will be as a chieftain in Judah,
and Ekron as a Jebusite.

8 Iwill encamparoundmyhouseagainst the
army,

that no one pass through or return;
and no oppressor will pass through
them anymore:

for now I have seen withmy eyes.

9Rejoice greatly, daughter of Zion!
Shout, daughter of Jerusalem!

Behold, your King comes to you!

He is righteous, and having salvation;
lowly, and riding on a donkey,
even on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

10 I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the horse from Jerusalem.

The battle bowwill be cut off;
and he will speak peace to the nations.

His dominion will be from sea to sea,
and from the River to the ends of the
earth.

11As for you also,
because of the blood of your covenant,
I have set free your prisoners from the
pit in which is no water.

12 Turn to the stronghold, you prisoners of
hope!

Even today I declare that I will restore
double to you.

13For indeed I bend Judah as a bow for me.
I have loaded the bowwith Ephraim.

I will stir up your sons, Zion,
against your sons, Greece,
and will make you like the sword of a
mighty man.

14The LORDwill be seen over them.
His arrowwill flash like lightning.

The Lord GODwill blow the trumpet,
and will go with whirlwinds of the
south.

15The LORD of Armies will defend them.
They will destroy and overcome with
sling stones.

They will drink, and roar as through wine.
They will be filled like bowls,
like the corners of the altar.

16TheLORD theirGodwill save them in that
day as the flock of his people;

for they are like the jewels of a crown,
lifted on high over his land.

17For how great is his goodness,
and how great is his beauty!

Grain will make the youngmen flourish,
and newwine the virgins.

10
1Ask of the LORD rain in the spring time,

the LORDwhomakes storm clouds,
and he gives rain showers to everyone
for the plants in the field.

2For the teraphim† have spoken vanity,
and the diviners have seen a lie;
and they have told false dreams.

They comfort in vain.
Therefore they go their way like sheep.
Theyareoppressed, because there isno
shepherd.

† 10:2: teraphimwerehousehold idols thatmayhavebeenassociatedwith inheritance rights to thehouseholdproperty.
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3Myanger is kindledagainst the shepherds,
and I will punish themale goats,
for the LORD of Armies has visited his
flock, the house of Judah,

and will make them as his majestic
horse in the battle.

4From himwill come the cornerstone,
from him the tent peg,
from him the battle bow,
from him every ruler together.
5They will be as mighty men,
treading down muddy streets in the
battle.

They will fight, because the LORD is with
them.

The riders on horses will be con-
founded.

6 “I will strengthen the house of Judah,
and I will save the house of Joseph.

I will bring them back,
for I havemercy on them.

They will be as though I had not cast them
off,

for I am the LORD their God, and I will
hear them.

7Ephraimwill be like amighty man,
and their heart will rejoice as through
wine.

Yes, their children will see it and rejoice.
Their heart will be glad in the LORD.

8 I will signal for them and gather them,
for I have redeemed them.
They will increase as they were before.

9 I will sow them amongst the peoples.
They will remember me in far coun-
tries.

They will live with their children and
will return.

10 Iwill bring themagainalsoout of the land
of Egypt,

and gather them out of Assyria.
I will bring them into the land of Gilead and

Lebanon;
and there won’t be room enough for
them.

11Hewill pass through the sea of affliction,
and will strike the waves in the sea,
and all the depths of the Nile will dry
up;

and thepride ofAssyriawill bebrought
down,

and the sceptre of Egypt will depart.
12 I will strengthen them in the LORD.

They will walk up and down in his
name,” says the LORD.

11
1Open your doors, Lebanon,

that the firemay devour your cedars.
2Wail, cypress tree, for the cedar has fallen,

because the stately ones are destroyed.

Wail, you oaks of Bashan,
for the strong forest has come down.

3A voice of the wailing of the shepherds!
For their glory is destroyed—a voice of
the roaring of young lions!

For the pride of the Jordan is ruined.
4 The LORD my God says: “Feed the flock

of slaughter.
5Their buyers slaughter them and go un-

punished. Thosewho sell themsay, ‘Blessed
be the LORD, for I am rich;’ and their own
shepherds don’t pity them.

6 For I will no more pity the inhabitants
of the land,” says the LORD; “but, behold, I
will deliver every one of the men into his
neighbour’s hand and into the hand of his
king. They will strike the land, and out of
their hand I will not deliver them.”

7So I fed the flock to be slaughtered, espe-
cially the oppressed of the flock. I took for
myself two staffs. The one I called “Favour”
and the other I called “Union”, and I fed the
flock.

8 I cut off the three shepherds in one
month; formy soul wasweary of them, and
their soul also loathedme.

9 Then I said, “I will not feed you. That
which dies, let it die; and that which is to be
cut off, let it be cut off; and let thosewho are
left eat each other’s flesh.”

10 I took my staff Favour and cut it apart,
that I might break my covenant that I had
made with all the peoples.

11 It was broken in that day; and thus the
poor of the flock that listened to me knew
that it was the LORD’s word.

12 I said to them, “If you think it best, give
me my wages; and if not, keep them.” So
they weighed for my wages thirty pieces of
silver.

13 The LORD said to me, “Throw it to the
potter—the handsome price that I was val-
ued at by them!” I took the thirty pieces of
silver and threw them to the potter in the
LORD’s house.

14 Then I cut apart my other staff, Union,
that I might break the brotherhood be-
tween Judah and Israel.

15TheLORDsaid tome, “Take for yourself
yet again the equipment of a foolish shep-
herd.

16 For, behold, I will raise up a shepherd
in the land who will not visit those who
are cut off, neither will seek those who are
scattered, nor heal that which is broken,
nor feed thatwhich is sound; but hewill eat
themeat of the fat sheep, andwill tear their
hoofs in pieces.

17 Woe to the worthless shepherd who
leaves the flock! The sword will strike his
arm and his right eye. His arm will be
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completely withered, and his right eye will
be totally blinded!”

12
1 A revelation of the LORD’s word con-

cerning Israel: TheLORD,whostretchesout
the heavens and lays the foundation of the
earth, and forms the spirit of man within
him says:

2 “Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of
reeling to all the surrounding peoples, and
it will also be on Judah in the siege against
Jerusalem.

3 It will happen in that day that I will
make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all
the peoples. All who burden themselves
with it will be severely wounded, and all
the nations of the earth will be gathered
together against it.

4 In that day,” says the LORD, “I will strike
every horse with terror and his rider with
madness. I will open my eyes on the house
of Judah, and will strike every horse of the
peoples with blindness.

5 The chieftains of Judah will say in their
heart, ‘The inhabitants of Jerusalem aremy
strength in the LORD of Armies their God.’

6 In that day I will make the chieftains
of Judah like a pan of fire amongst wood,
and like a flaming torch amongst sheaves.
They will devour all the surrounding peo-
ples on the right hand and on the left; and
Jerusalemwill yet again dwell in their own
place, even in Jerusalem.

7 The LORD also will save the tents of Ju-
dahfirst, that the glory ofDavid’s house and
thegloryof the inhabitantsof Jerusalemnot
bemagnified above Judah.

8 In that day the LORD will defend the
inhabitants of Jerusalem. He who is feeble
amongst themat that daywill be like David,
and David’s house will be like God, like the
LORD’s angel before them.

9 It will happen in that day, that Iwill seek
to destroy all the nations that come against
Jerusalem.

10 I will pour on David’s house and on the
inhabitants of Jerusalem the spirit of grace
and of supplication. They will look to me†
whom they have pierced; and they shall
mourn for him as one mourns for his only
son, and will grieve bitterly for him as one
grieves for his firstborn.

11 In that day therewill be a greatmourn-
ing in Jerusalem, like the mourning of
Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddo.

12 The land will mourn, every family
apart; the family of David’s house apart,
and their wives apart; the family of the

house of Nathan apart, and their wives
apart;

13 the family of the house of Levi apart,
and their wives apart; the family of the
Shimeites apart, and their wives apart;

14all the familieswho remain, every fam-
ily apart, and their wives apart.

13
1 “In that day there will be a fountain

opened to David’s house and to the inhab-
itants of Jerusalem, for sin and for unclean-
ness.

2 It will come to pass in that day, says the
LORDofArmies, that Iwill cut off thenames
of the idols out of the land, and they will be
remembered no more. I will also cause the
prophets and the spirit of impurity to pass
out of the land.

3 It will happen that when anyone still
prophesies, then his father and his mother
who bore him will tell him, ‘You must die,
because you speak lies in the LORD’s name;’
andhis fatherandhismotherwhoborehim
will stab himwhen he prophesies.

4 It will happen in that day that the
prophetswill each be ashamed of his vision
when he prophesies; they won’t wear a
hairy mantle to deceive,

5 but he will say, ‘I am no prophet, I am a
tiller of the ground; for I have been made a
bondservant frommy youth.’

6 One will say to him, ‘What are these
wounds between your arms?’ Then he will
answer, ‘Those with which I was wounded
in the house of my friends.’
7 “Awake, sword, against my shepherd,

and against the man who is close to
me,” says the LORD of Armies.

“Strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be
scattered;

and I will turn my hand against the
little ones.

8 It shall happen that in all the land,” says
the LORD,

“two parts in it will be cut off and die;
but the third will be left in it.

9 I will bring the third part into the fire,
andwill refine themas silver is refined,
and will test them like gold is tested.

They will call on my name, and I will hear
them.

I will say, ‘It is my people;’
and they will say, ‘The LORD is my
God.’ ”

14
1Behold, a day of the LORD comes, when

your plunder will be divided within you.
† 12:10: After “me”, the Hebrewhas the two letters “Aleph Tav” (the first and last letters of the Hebrew alphabet), not as
a word, but as a grammatical marker.
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2 For I will gather all nations against
Jerusalem to battle; and the city will be
taken, the houses rifled, and the women
ravished. Half of the city will go out into
captivity, and the rest of the people will not
be cut off from the city.

3 Then the LORD will go out and fight
against those nations, as when he fought in
the day of battle.

4 His feet will stand in that day on the
Mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem
on the east; and the Mount of Olives will
be split in two from east to west, making
a very great valley. Half of the mountain
will move towards the north, and half of it
towards the south.

5You shall flee by the valley of mymoun-
tains, for the valley of the mountains shall
reach to Azel. Yes, you shall flee, just like
you fled from before the earthquake in the
days of Uzziah king of Judah. The LORDmy
God will come, and all the holy ones with
you.†

6 It will happen in that day that there will
not be light, cold, or frost.

7 It will be a unique day which is known
to the LORD—not day, and not night; but it
will come to pass that at evening time there
will be light.

8 It will happen in that day that living
waters will go out from Jerusalem, half of
them towards the eastern sea, and half of
them towards the western sea. It will be so
in summer and in winter.

9TheLORDwill beKing over all the earth.
In that day the LORD will be one, and his
name one.

10 All the land will be made like the
Arabah, from Geba to Rimmon south of
Jerusalem; and shewill be lifted up andwill
dwell in her place, from Benjamin’s gate to
the place of the first gate, to the corner gate,
and from the tower of Hananel to the king’s
wine presses.

11Men will dwell therein, and there will
be no more curse; but Jerusalem will dwell
safely.

12 This will be the plague with which the
LORD will strike all the peoples who have
fought against Jerusalem: their flesh will
consume away while they stand on their
feet, and their eyes will consume away in
their sockets, and their tongue will con-
sume away in their mouth.

13 It will happen in that day that a great
panic from the LORDwill be amongst them;
and they will each seize the hand of his
neighbour, andhis handwill rise up against
the hand of his neighbour.

14 Judah also will fight at Jerusalem; and
the wealth of all the surrounding nations
will be gathered together: gold, silver, and
clothing, in great abundance.

15A plague like this will fall on the horse,
on the mule, on the camel, on the donkey,
and on all the animals that will be in those
camps.

16 It will happen that everyone who is
left of all the nations that came against
Jerusalem will go up from year to year to
worship the King, the LORD of Armies, and
to keep the feast of booths.

17 It will be that whoever of all the fami-
lies of the earth doesn’t go up to Jerusalem
toworship theKing, theLORDofArmies, on
them there will be no rain.

18 If the family of Egypt doesn’t go up and
doesn’t come, neither will it rain on them.
Thiswill be theplaguewithwhich theLORD
will strike the nations that don’t go up to
keep the feast of booths.

19 This will be the punishment of Egypt
and the punishment of all the nations that
don’t go up to keep the feast of booths.

20 In that day there will be inscribed
on the bells of the horses, “HOLY TO THE
LORD”; and the pots in the LORD’s house
will be like the bowls before the altar.

21 Yes, every pot in Jerusalem and in Ju-
dahwill be holy to the LORD of Armies; and
all thosewho sacrificewill comeand take of
them, and cook in them. In that day there
will no longer be a Canaanite‡ in the house
of the LORD of Armies.

† 14:5: Septuagint reads “him” instead of “you”. ‡ 14:21: or, merchant
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The Book of
Malachi

1A revelation, the LORD’s†word to Israel
byMalachi.

2 “I have loved you,” says the LORD.
Yet you say, “How have you loved us?”
“Wasn’t Esau Jacob’s brother?” says the

LORD, “Yet I loved Jacob;
3 but Esau I hated, and made his moun-

tains a desolation, and gave his heritage to
the jackals of the wilderness.”

4 Whereas Edom says, “We are beaten
down, but we will return and build the
waste places,” the LORD of Armies says,
“They shall build, but I will throw down;
and men will call them ‘The Wicked Land,’
even the people against whom the LORD
shows wrath forever.”

5Your eyeswill see, and youwill say, “The
LORD is great—even beyond the border of
Israel!”

6 “A son honours his father, and a servant
his master. If I am a father, then where is
my honour? And if I am a master, where
is the respect due me?” says the LORD
of Armies to you priests who despise my
name. “You say, ‘How have we despised
your name?’

7 You offer polluted bread on my altar.
You say, ‘How have we polluted you?’ In
that you say, ‘The LORD’s table is con-
temptible.’

8 When you offer the blind for sacrifice,
isn’t that evil? Andwhen you offer the lame
and sick, isn’t that evil? Present it now to
your governor! Will he be pleased with
you? Or will he accept your person?” says
the LORD of Armies.

9 “Now, please entreat the favour of God,‡
that he may be gracious to us. With this,
will he accept any of you?” says the LORD
of Armies.

10 “Oh that there were one amongst you
who would shut the doors, that you might
not kindlefire onmyaltar in vain! I haveno
pleasure in you,” says the LORD of Armies,
“neither will I accept an offering at your
hand.

11 For from the rising of the sun even to
its going down, my name is great amongst
the nations, and in every place incense will
be offered tomy name, and a pure offering;
for my name is great amongst the nations,”
says the LORD of Armies.

12 “But you profane it when you say, ‘The
LORD’s table is polluted, and its fruit, even
its food, is contemptible.’

13 You say also, ‘Behold,§ what a weari-
ness it is!’ And you have sniffed at it”, says
theLORDofArmies; “andyouhavebrought
that whichwas taken by violence, the lame,
and the sick; thus you bring the offering.
Should I accept this at your hand?” says the
LORD.

14 “But the deceiver is cursed who has in
his flock a male, and vows and sacrifices to
the Lord† a defective thing; for I am a great
King,” says the LORD of Armies, “and my
name is awesome amongst the nations.”

2
1 “Now, you priests, this commandment is

for you.
2 If you will not listen, and if you will

not take it to heart, to give glory to my
name,” says the LORD of Armies, “then I
will send the curse on you, and I will curse
your blessings. Indeed, I have cursed them
already, because you do not take it to heart.

3 Behold, I will rebuke your offspring,†
and will spread dung on your faces, even
the dung of your feasts; and you will be
taken awaywith it.

4You will know that I have sent this com-
mandment to you, thatmycovenantmaybe
with Levi,” says the LORD of Armies.

5 “My covenant was with him of life and
peace; and I gave them to him that hemight
be reverent towards me; and he was rev-
erent towards me, and stood in awe of my
name.

6 The law of truth was in his mouth, and
unrighteousness was not found in his lips.
He walked with me in peace and upright-
ness, and turnedmany away from iniquity.

7 For the priest’s lips should keep knowl-
edge, and they should seek the law at his
mouth; for he is themessenger of the LORD
of Armies.

8 But you have turned away from the
path. You have caused many to stumble in
the law. You have corrupted the covenant
of Levi,” says the LORD of Armies.

9 “Therefore I have also made you con-
temptible andwicked before all the people,
according to the way you have not kept my
ways, but have had respect for persons in
the law.

† 1:1: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew
,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). ‡ 1:9: The Hebrew word rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). § 1:13:
“Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection. † 1:14:
The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” † 2:3: or, seed
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10 Don’t we all have one father? Hasn’t
oneGodcreatedus? Whydowedeal treach-
erously every man against his brother, pro-
faning the covenant of our fathers?

11 Judah has dealt treacherously, and an
abomination is committed in Israel and in
Jerusalem; for Judah has profaned the ho-
liness of the LORD which he loves, and has
married the daughter of a foreign god.

12TheLORDwill cut off themanwhodoes
this, himwhowakes and himwho answers,
out of the tents of Jacob and himwho offers
an offering to the LORD of Armies.

13 “This again you do: you cover the
LORD’s altar with tears, with weeping, and
with sighing, because he doesn’t regard the
offering any more, neither receives it with
good will at your hand.

14 Yet you say, ‘Why?’ Because the LORD
has beenwitness between you and thewife
of your youth, againstwhomyouhavedealt
treacherously, though she is your compan-
ion and the wife of your covenant.

15Did he not make you one, although he
had the residue of the Spirit? Why one?
He sought godly offspring. Therefore take
heed to your spirit, and let no one deal
treacherously against the wife of his youth.

16One who hates and divorces”, says the
LORD, the God of Israel, “covers his gar-
ment with violence!” says the LORD of
Armies. “Therefore pay attention to your
spirit, that you don’t be unfaithful.

17 You have wearied the LORD with your
words. Yet you say, ‘How have we wearied
him?’ In that you say, ‘Everyone who does
evil is good in the LORD’s sight, and he
delights in them;’ or ‘Where is the God of
justice?’

3
1 “Behold, I send my messenger, and he

will prepare the way before me! The Lord,
whom you seek, will suddenly come to
his temple. Behold, the messenger of the
covenant, whom you desire, is coming!”
says the LORD of Armies.

2 “But who can endure the day of his
coming? And who will stand when he ap-
pears? For he is like a refiner’s fire, and like
launderers’ soap;

3 and he will sit as a refiner and purifier
of silver, and hewill purify the sons of Levi,
and refine them as gold and silver; and
they shall offer to the LORD offerings in
righteousness.

4 Then the offering of Judah and
Jerusalem will be pleasant to the LORD as
in the days of old and as in ancient years.

5 I will come near to you to judgement. I
will be a swift witness against the sorcer-
ers, against the adulterers, against the per-
jurers, and against those who oppress the
hireling in his wages, the widow, and the
fatherless, andwhodeprive the foreignerof
justice, anddon’t fearme,” says the LORDof
Armies.

6“For I, theLORD, don’t change; therefore
you, sons of Jacob, are not consumed.

7 From the days of your fathers you have
turned away frommy ordinances and have
not kept them. Return to me, and I will
return to you,” says the LORD of Armies.
“But you say, ‘How shall we return?’

8 Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me!
But you say, ‘How have we robbed you?’ In
tithes and offerings.

9 You are cursed with the curse; for you
robme, even this whole nation.

10 Bring the whole tithe into the store-
house, that there may be food in my house,
and test me now in this,” says the LORD of
Armies, “if I will not open you the windows
of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that
there will not be enough room for.

11 I will rebuke the devourer for your
sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of
your ground; neither shall your vine cast its
fruit before its time in the field,” says the
LORD of Armies.

12 “All nations shall call you blessed, for
youwill be adelightful land,” says theLORD
of Armies.

13 “Your words have been harsh against
me,” says the LORD. “Yet you say, ‘What
have we spoken against you?’

14 You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God,’
and ‘What profit is it that we have followed
his instructions and that we have walked
mournfully before the LORD of Armies?

15 Now we call the proud happy; yes,
those who work wickedness are built up;
yes, they tempt God, and escape.’

16Then thosewho feared the LORD spoke
one with another; and the LORD listened
and heard, and a book ofmemorywaswrit-
ten before him for those who feared the
LORD andwho honoured his name.

17 They shall be mine,” says the LORD of
Armies, “my own possession in the day that
I make. I will spare them, as a man spares
his own sonwho serves him.

18 Then you shall return and discern be-
tween the righteous and the wicked, be-
tween him who serves God and him who
doesn’t serve him.

4
1 “For behold, the day comes, burning like

a furnace, when all the proud and all who
work wickedness will be stubble. The day
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that comes will burn them up,” says the
LORD of Armies, “so that it will leave them
neither root nor branch.

2 But to you who fear my name shall the
sun of righteousness arise with healing in
its wings. You will go out and leap like
calves of the stall.

3 You shall tread down the wicked; for
they will be ashes under the soles of your
feet in the day that I make,” says the LORD
of Armies.

4 “Remember the law of Moses my ser-
vant, which I commanded to him in Horeb
for all Israel, even statutes and ordinances.

5 Behold, I will send you Elijah the
prophet before the great and terrible day
of the LORD comes.

6He will turn the hearts of the fathers to
the children and the hearts of the children
to their fathers, lest I come and strike the
earth with a curse.”
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Tobit
Tobit is recognised as Deuterocanonical

Scripture by the Roman Catholic, Greek Or-
thodox, and Russian Orthodox Churches.

1Thebookof thewordsofTobit, the sonof
Tobiel, the son of Ananiel, the son of Aduel,
the son of Gabael, of the seed of Asiel, of the
tribe of Naphtali;

2 who in the days of Enemessar† king of
the Assyrians was carried away captive out
of Thisbe, which is on the right hand of
Kedesh Naphtali in Galilee above Asher.

3 I, Tobit walked in the ways of truth and
righteousness all the days of my life, and I
didmany alms deeds tomy kindred andmy
nation, who went with me into the land of
the Assyrians, to Nineveh.

4When I was in my own country, in the
land of Israel, while I was yet young, all
the tribe of Naphtali my father fell away
from the house of Jerusalem, which was
chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, that
all the tribes should sacrifice there, and the
temple of the habitation of the Most High
was hallowed and built therein for all ages.

5 All the tribes which fell away together
sacrificed to the heifer Baal, and so did the
house of Naphtali my father.

6 I alone went often to Jerusalem at the
feasts, as it has been ordained to all Israel
by an everlasting decree, having the first
fruits and the tenths of my increase, and
that which was first shorn; and I gave them
at the altar to the priests the sons of Aaron.

7 I gave a tenth part of all my increase
to the sons of Levi, who ministered at
Jerusalem. A second tenth part I sold
away, and went, and spent it each year at
Jerusalem.

8 A third tenth I gave to them to whom
it was appropriate, as Deborah my father’s
mother had commandedme, because I was
left an orphan bymy father.

9 When I became a man, I took as wife
Anna of the seed of our own family. With
her, I became the father of Tobias.

10 When I was carried away captive to
Nineveh, all my kindred and my relatives
ate of the bread of the Gentiles;

11but I kept myself from eating,
12because I remembered Godwith all my

soul.
13 So the Most High gave me grace and

favour‡ in the sight of Enemessar, and I was
his purchasing agent.

14 And I went into Media, and left ten
talents of silver in trust with Gabael, the
brother of Gabrias, at Rages of Media.

15 And when Enemessar was dead, Sen-
nacherib his son reigned in his place. In his
time, the highways were troubled,§ and I
could no longer go into Media.

16 In the days of Enemessar, I did many
alms deeds to my kindred: I gave my bread
to the hungry,

17 andmy garments to the naked. If I saw
anyofmyracedead, and thrownout on† the
wall of Ninevah, I buried him.

18 If Sennacherib the king killed any,
when he came fleeing from Judea, I buried
them privately; for in his wrath he killed
many; and the bodies were sought for by
the king, and were not found.

19 But one of the Ninevites went and
showed to the king concerning me, how I
buried them, and hid myself; and when I
knew that I was sought for to be put to
death, I withdrewmyself for fear.

20 And all my goods were forcibly taken
away, and therewasnothing left tome, save
mywife Anna andmy son Tobias.

21Nomore than fifty five days passed be-
fore twoof his sons killedhim, and theyfled
into the mountains of Ararat. And Sarche-
donus‡ his son reigned in his place; and he
appointed Achiacharus my brother Anael’s
son over all the accounts of his kingdom,
and over all his affairs.

22Achiacharus requested me, and I came
to Nineveh. Now Achiacharus was cup-
bearer, keeper of the signet, steward, and
overseer of the accounts. Sarchedonus ap-
pointed him next to himself, but he wasmy
brother’s son.

2
1Nowwhen I had come home again, and

my wife Anna was restored to me, and my
son Tobias, in the feast of Pentecost, which
is the holy feast of the seven weeks, there
was a good dinner prepared for me, and I
sat down to eat.

2 I saw abundance of meat, and I said to
my son, “Go and bring whatever poor man
you find of our kindred, who is mindful of
the Lord. Behold, I wait for you.”

3 Then he came, and said, “Father, one of
our race is strangled, and has been cast out
in themarketplace.”

4 Before I had tasted anything, I sprang
up, and took him up into a chamber until
the sun had set.

5Then I returned, washed myself, ate my
bread in heaviness,

† 1:2: That is, Shalmaneser. Compare 2 Kings 17:3, 23. ‡ 1:13: Gr. beauty. § 1:15: Gr. his highwayswere troubled.
† 1:17: Some ancient authorities read behind. ‡ 1:21: That is, Esar-haddon, and so in verse 22. * 2:6: Amos

8:10



Tobit 2:6 785 Tobit 3:16

6and remembered theprophecy ofAmos,
as he said,
*“Your feasts will be turned intomourning,

and all yourmirth into lamentation.
7 So I wept: and when the sun had set, I

went and dug a grave, and buried him.
8 My neighbours mocked me, and said,

“He is no longer afraid to be put to death for
this matter; and yet he fled away. Behold,
he buries the dead again.”

9The same night I returned fromburying
him, and slept by the wall of my courtyard,
beingpolluted; andmyfacewasuncovered.

10 I didn’t know that there were spar-
rows in the wall. My eyes were open and
the sparrows dropped warm dung into my
eyes, and white films came over my eyes. I
went to the physicians, and they didn’t help
me; but Achiacharus nourished me, until I
went† into Elymais.

11 My wife Anna wove cloth in the
women’s chambers,

12 and sent the work back to the owners.
They on their part paid her wages, and also
gave her a kid.

13But when it came tomy house, it began
to cry, and I said to her, “Where did this kid
come from? Is it stolen? Give it back to the
owners; for it is not lawful to eat anything
that is stolen.”

14 But she said, “It has been given to me
for a gift more than the wages.”
I didn’t believe her, and I asked her to

return it to the owners; and I was ashamed
of her.
But she answered and said to me,

“Where are your alms and your righteous
deeds? Behold, you and all your works are
known.‡”

3
1 I was grieved and wept, and prayed in

sorrow, saying,
2 “O Lord, you are righteous, and all your

works and all your ways are mercy and
truth, and you judge true and righteous
judgement forever.

3 Remember me, and look at me. Don’t
take vengeance on me for my sins and my
ignorances, and the sins of my fathers who
sinned before you.

4 For they disobeyed your command-
ments. You gave us as plunder, for captiv-
ity, for death, and for a proverb of reproach
to all the nations amongst whom we are
dispersed.

5 Now your judgements are many and
true, that you should deal with me accord-
ing tomy sins and the sins ofmy fathers, be-
causewe didn’t keep your commandments,
for we didn’t walk in truth before you.

6 Now deal with me according to that
which is pleasing in your sight. Command
my spirit to be taken fromme, that Imay be
released, and become earth. For it is more
profitable for me to die rather than to live,
because I have heard false reproaches, and
there ismuch sorrow inme. Command that
I be released from my distress, now, and
go to the everlasting place. Don’t turn your
face away fromme.”

7 The same day it happened to Sarah the
daughter of Raguel in Ecbatana of Media,
that shealsowas reproachedbyher father’s
maidservants;

8 because that she had been given to
seven husbands, and Asmodaeus the evil
spirit† killed them, before they had lain
with her. And they said to her, “Do you not
knowthatyoustrangleyourhusbands? You
have had already seven husbands, and you
haven’t borne the name of any one of them.

9Whydoyouscourgeus? If theyaredead,
go your ways with them. Let us never see
either son or daughter from you.”

10When she heard these things, she was
grieved exceedingly, so that she thought
about hanging herself. Then she said, “I am
the only daughter of my father. If I do this,
it will be a reproach to him, and I will bring
downhis old agewith sorrow to the grave.‡”

11 Then she prayed by the window, and
said, “Blessed are you, O Lord my God, and
blessed is your holy and honourable name
forever! Let all your works praise you for-
ever!

12And now, Lord, I have set my eyes and
my face towards you.

13 Command that I be released from the
earth, and that I no longer hear reproach.

14You know, Lord, that I ampure from all
sin withman,

15 and that I never polluted my name or
thenameofmy father in the landofmy cap-
tivity. I am the only daughter of my father,
and he has no child that will be his heir, nor
brothernearhim, nor sonbelonging tohim,
that I should keep myself for a wife to him.
Seven husbands of mine are dead already.
Why should I live? If it doesn’t please you to
kill me, command some regard to be had of
me, and pity taken ofme, and that I hear no
more reproach.”

16 The prayer of both was heard before
the glory of the great God.

† 2:10: Some authorities read until hewent. ‡ 2:14: Gr. all things are knownwith you. † 3:8: Gr. demon. ‡ 3:10:

Gr. Hades. § 3:17: Gr. demon.
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17 Raphael also was sent to heal them
both, to scale away the white films from
Tobit’s eyes, and to give Sarah the daugh-
ter of Raguel for a wife to Tobias the son
of Tobit; and to bind Asmodaeus the evil
spirit§; because it belonged to Tobias that
he should inherit her. At that very time, To-
bit returnedandentered intohishouse, and
Sarah the daughter of Raguel came down
from her upper chamber.

4
1 In that day Tobit remembered the

money which he had left in trust with
Gabael in Rages of Media,

2 and he said to himself, I have asked for
death;whydo Inot callmy sonTobias, that I
may explain to himabout themoneybefore
I die?

3And he called him, and said,
“My child, if I die, bury me. Don’t despise

your mother. Honour her all the days of
your life, and do that which is pleasing to
her, and don’t grieve her.

4 Remember, my child, that she has seen
many dangers for you, when you were in
her womb. When she is dead, bury her by
me in one grave.

5Mychild, bemindful of theLordourGod
all your days, and don’t let your will be set
to sinand to transgresshis commandments:
do righteousness all the days of your life,
and don’t follow the ways of unrighteous-
ness.

6 For if you do what is true, your deeds
will prosperously succeed for you, and for
all those who do righteousness.

7Give alms from your possessions. When
you give alms, don’t let your eye be envious.
Don’t turn away your face from any poor
man, and the face of God won’t be turned
away from you.

8 As your possessions are, give alms of it
according to your abundance. If you have
little, don’t be afraid to give alms according
to that little;

9 for you lay up a good treasure for your-
self against the day of necessity;

10 because alms-giving delivers from
death, and doesn’t allow you to come into
darkness.

11 Alms is a good gift in the sight of the
Most High for all that give it.

12 Beware, my child, of all fornication,
and take first a wife of the seed of your
fathers. Don’t take a strange wife, who is
not of your father’s tribe; for we are the
descendants of the prophets. Remember,
my child, that Noah, Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, our fathers of old time, all tookwives

of their kindred, and were blessed in their
children, and their seed will inherit the
land.

13And now, my child, love your kindred,
and don’t scorn your kindred and the sons
and the daughters of your people in your
heart, to take a wife of them; for in scorn-
fulness is destruction and much trouble,
and in idleness is decay and great lack; for
idleness is the mother of famine.

14 Don’t let the wages of any man who
works for you wait with you, but give it to
him out of hand. If you serve God, you will
be rewarded. Take heed to yourself, my
child, in all your works, and be discreet in
all your behaviour.

15 And what you yourself hate, do to no
man. Don’t drinkwine to drunkenness, and
don’t let drunkenness go with you on your
way.

16 Give of your bread to the hungry, and
of your garments to those who are naked.
Give alms from all your abundance. Don’t
let your eye be enviouswhenyou give alms.

17 Pour out your bread on the burial† of
the just, and give nothing to sinners.

18Ask counsel of every man who is wise,
and don’t despise any counsel that is prof-
itable.

19 Bless the Lord your God at all times,
and ask of him that your ways may be
made straight, and that all your paths and
counsels may prosper; for every nation has
no counsel; but the Lord himself gives all
good things, and he humbles whomhewill,
as he will. And now, my child, remember
my commandments, and let them not be
blotted out of yourmind.

20And now I explain to you about the ten
talents of silver, which I left in trust with
Gabael the sonofGabrias at Rages ofMedia.

21And fear not, my child, because we are
made poor. You have much wealth, if you
fear God, and depart from all sin, and do
that which is pleasing in his sight.”

5
1 Then Tobias answered and said to him,

“Father, I will do all things, whatever you
have commandedme.

2But howcould I receive themoney, since
I don’t know him?”

3He gave him the handwriting, and said
to him, “Seek a man who will go with you,
and I will give him wages, while I still live;
and go and receive themoney.”

4 He went to seek a man, and found
Raphael whowas an angel;

5 and he didn’t know it. He said to him,
“Can I go with you to Rages of Media? Do
you know those places well?”

† 4:17: Or, tomb
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6Theangel said tohim, “Iwill gowithyou.
I know thewaywell. I have lodgedwith our
brother Gabael.”

7 Tobias said to him, “Wait for me, and I
will tell my father.”

8He said to him, “Go, and don’t wait. And
he went in and said to his father, “Behold, I
have found someone whowill go withme.”
But he said, “Call him to me, that I may

knowofwhat tribe he is, andwhether he be
a trustworthyman to go with you.”

9 So he called him, and he came in, and
they saluted one another.

10AndTobit said to him, “Brother, ofwhat
tribe and of what family are you? Tell me.”

11He said to him, “Do you seek a tribe and
a family, or a hired man which will go with
your son?”
And Tobit said to him, “I want to know,

brother, your kindred and your name.”
12 And he said, “I am Azarias, the son of

Ananias the great, of your kindred.”
13And he said to him, “Welcome, brother.

Don’t be angry with me, because I sought
to know your tribe and family. You are my
brother, of an honest and good lineage; for
I knewAnanias and Jathan, the sons of She-
maiah the great, when we went together
to Jerusalem to worship, and offered the
firstborn, and the tenths of our increase;
and they didn’t go astray in the error of our
kindred. My brother, you are of a great
stock.

14But tellme,whatwages shall I giveyou?
A drachma a day, and those things that be
necessary for you, as to my son?

15 And moreover, if you both return safe
and sound, I will add something to your
wages.”

16 And so they agreed. And he said to
Tobias, “Prepare yourself for the journey.
May God prosper you.” So his son prepared
what was needful for the journey, and his
father said to him, “Go with this man; but
God, who dwells in heaven, will prosper
your journey. May his angel go with you.”
Then they both departed, and the young

man’s dog went with them.
17 But Anna his mother wept, and said to

Tobit, “Why have you sent away our child?
Isn’t he the staff of our hand, in going in and
out before us?

18 Don’t be greedy to add money to
money; but let it be as refuse compared to
our child.

19Forwhat the Lord has given us to live is
enough for us.”

20 Tobit said to her, “Don’t worry, my
sister. He will return safe and sound, and
your eyes will see him.

21 For a good angel will go with him. His
journey will be prospered, and he will re-
turn safe and sound.”

22 So she stopped weeping.

6
1Now as they went on their journey, they

cameat evening to the river Tigris, and they
lodged there.

2 But the young man went down to wash
himself, and afish leapt out of the river, and
would have swallowed up the youngman.

3 But the angel said to him, “Grab the
fish!”
So the young man grabbed the fish, and

hauled it up onto the land.
4 And the angel said to him, “Cut the fish

open, and take the heart, the liver, and the
bile, and keep themwith you.”

5 And the young man did as the angel
commanded him; but they roasted the fish,
and ate it. And they bothwent on theirway,
till they drew near to Ecbatana.

6 The young man said to the angel,
“Brother Azarias, of what use is the heart,
the liver, and the bile of the fish?”

7 He said to him, “About the heart and
the liver: If a demon or an evil spirit
troubles anyone, we must burn those and
make smoke of them before the man or the
woman, and the affliction will flee.

8 But as for the bile, it is good to anoint a
man that haswhite films in his eyes, and he
will be healed.”

9But when they drew near to Rages,
10 the angel said to the young man,

“Brother, today we will lodge with Raguel.
He is your kinsman. He has an only daugh-
ter named Sarah. I will speak about her,
that she should be given to you for a wife.

11For her inheritance belongs to you, and
you only are of her kindred.

12 The maid is fair and wise. And now
hear me, and I will speak to her father.
When we return from Rages we will cele-
brate the marriage; for I know that Raguel
may innowaymarryher toanotheraccord-
ing to the law of Moses, or else he would
be liable to death, because it belongs to
you to take the inheritance, rather than any
other.”

13 Then the young man said to the angel,
“Brother Azarias, I have heard that this
maid has been given to sevenmen, and that
they all perished in the bride-chamber.

14Now I am the only son ofmy father, and
I amafraid, lest I go inanddie, evenas those
before me. For a demon loves her, which
harms no man, but those which come to
her. Now I fear lest I die, and bring my
father’s and my mother’s life to the grave
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with sorrow because of me. They have no
other son to bury them.”

15 But the angel said to him, “Don’t you
remember the words which your father
commanded you, that you should take a
wife of your own kindred? Now hear me,
brother; for she will be your wife. Don’t
worry about the demon; for this night she
will be given you as wife.

16 And when† you come into the bride-
chamber, you shall take the ashes of in-
cense, and shall lay upon them some of the
heart and liver of the fish, and shall make
smoke with them.

17The demon will smell it, and flee away,
and never come again any more. But when
you go near to her, both of you rise up,
and cry to God who is merciful. He will
save you, and have mercy on you. Don’t be
afraid, for she was prepared for you from
the beginning; and you will save her, and
shewill gowith you. And I suppose that you
will have children with her.”
WhenTobias heard these things, he loved

her, and his soul was strongly joined to her.

7
1 They came to Ecbatana, and arrived at

the house of Raguel. But Sarah met them;
and she greeted them, and they her. Then
she brought them into the house.

2Raguel said toEdnahiswife, “Thisyoung
man really resembles Tobit my cousin!”

3AndRaguel asked them, “Where are you
two from, kindred?”
They said to him, “We are of the sons of

Naphtali, who are captives in Nineveh.”
4He said to them, “Do you knowTobit our

brother?”
They said, “We know him.”
Then he said to them, “Is he in good

health?”
5They said, “He is both alive, and in good

health.” Tobias said, “He is my father.”
6 And Raguel sprang up, and kissed him,

wept,
7 blessed him, and said to him, “You are

the son of an honest and good man.” When
hehadheard that Tobit had lost his sight, he
was grieved, and wept;

8 and Edna his wife and Sarah his daugh-
ter wept. They received them gladly; and
they killed a ram of the flock, and served
themmeat.
But Tobias said to Raphael, “Brother

Azarias, speak of those things of which you
talked about in the way, and let the matter
be finished.”

9Sohecommunicated the thing toRaguel.
Raguel said to Tobias, “Eat, drink, andmake
merry:

10 for it belongs to you to take my child.
However I will tell you the truth.

11 I have given my child to seven men of
our relatives, and whenever they came in
to her, they died in the night. But for the
present bemerry.”
AndTobias said, “Iwill tastenothinghere,

until youallmakea covenant andenter into
that covenant withme.”

12Raguel said, “Take her to yourself from
now on according to custom. You are her
relative, and she is yours. Themerciful God
will give all good success to you.”

13 And he called his daughter Sarah, and
took her by the hand, and gave her to be
wife of Tobias, and said, “Behold, takeher to
yourself after the lawofMoses, and leadher
away to your father.” And he blessed them.

14 He called Edna his wife, then took a
book, wrote a contract, and sealed it.

15Then they began to eat.
16 And Raguel called his wife Edna, and

said to her, “Sister, prepare the other cham-
ber, and bring her in there.”

17 She did as he asked her, and brought
her in there. Shewept, and she received the
tears of her daughter, and said to her,

18 “Be comforted, my child. May the Lord
of heaven and earth give you favour† for
this your sorrow. Be comforted, my daugh-
ter.”

8
1 When they had finished their supper,

they brought Tobias in to her.
2 But as he went, he remembered the

words of Raphael, and took the ashes of
the incense, and put the heart and the liver
of the fish on them, and made smoke with
them.

3When the demon smelled that smell, it
fled into the uppermost parts of Egypt, and
the angel bound him.

4 But after they were both shut in to-
gether, Tobias rose up from the bed, and
said, “Sister, arise, and let’s pray that the
Lordmay havemercy on us.”

5 And Tobias began to say, “Blessed are
you, O God of our fathers, and blessed is
your holy and glorious name forever. Let
the heavens bless you, and all your crea-
tures.

6 You made Adam, and gave him Eve his
wife for a helper and support. From them
came the seed of men. You said, it is not
good that the man should be alone. Let’s
make him a helper like him.

† 6:16: Gr. if. † 7:18: Many ancient authorities read joy.
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7Andnow,OLord, I takenot thismy sister
for lust, but in truth. Command that I may
findmercy and grow old with her.”

8 She said with him, “Amen.” And they
both slept that night.

9Raguel arose, andwent and dug a grave,
10 saying, “Lest he also should die.”
11And Raguel came into his house,
12 and said to Edna his wife, “Send one of

the maidservants, and let them see if he is
alive. If not, we will bury him, and no man
will know it.”

13 So the maidservant opened the door,
andwent in, and found themboth sleeping,

14 and came out, and told them that he
was alive.

15 Then Raguel blessed God, saying,
“Blessed are you, O God, with all pure and
holyblessing! Let your saints bless you, and
all your creatures! Let all your angels and
your elect bless you forever!

16 Blessed are you, because you have
made me glad; and it has not happened to
me as I suspected; but you have dealt with
us according to your great mercy.

17Blessed are you, because you have had
mercy on two that were the only begot-
ten children of their parents. Show them
mercy, O Lord. Fulfil their life in health
with gladness andmercy.

18He commanded his servants to fill the
grave.

19 He kept the wedding feast for them
fourteen days.

20 Before the days of the wedding feast
were finished, Raguel sware to him, that he
should not depart till the fourteen days of
the wedding feast were fulfilled;

21and that then he should take half of his
goods, and go in safety to his father; and the
rest, said he, whenmywife and I die.

9
1 And Tobias called Raphael, and said to

him,
2 “Brother Azarias, take with you a ser-

vant and two camels, and go to Rages of
Media to Gabael, and receive themoney for
me, and bring him to the wedding feast,

3 because Raguel has sworn that I must
not depart.

4My father counts the days; and if I wait
long, he will be very grieved.

5 So Raphael went on his way, and lodged
with Gabael, and gave him the handwrit-
ing; so he brought forth the bags with their
seals, and gave them to him.

6 Then they rose up early in the morning
together, and came to the wedding feast.
Tobias blessed his wife.

10
1 Tobit his father counted every day.

When the days of the journeywere expired,
and they didn’t come,

2 he said, “Is he perchance detained?† Or
is Gabael perchance dead, and there is no
one to give him themoney?”

3Hewas very grieved.
4 But his wife said to him, “The child has

perished, seeing he waits long.” She began
to bewail him, and said,

5 “I care about nothing,‡ my child, since I
have let you go, the light of my eyes.”

6 Tobit said to her, “Hold your peace.
Don’t worry. He is in good health.”

7 And she said to him, “Hold your peace.
Don’t deceive me. My child has perished.”
And shewent out every day into theway by
which they went, and ate no bread in the
day-time, and didn’t stop bewailing her son
Tobias for whole nights, until the fourteen
days of the wedding feast were expired,
which Raguel had sworn that he should
spend there.
Then Tobias said to Raguel, “Send me

away, formy father andmymother look no
more to see me.”

8 But his father-in-law said to him, “Stay
with me, and I will send to your father, and
they will declare to him how things go with
you.”

9 Tobias said, “No. Send me away to my
father.”

10 Raguel arose, and gave him Sarah his
wife, and half his goods, servants and cattle
andmoney;

11 and he blessed them, and sent them
away, saying, “The God of heavenwill pros-
per you, my children, before I die.”

12 And he said to his daughter, “Honour
your father-in-law and yourmother-in-law.
They are now your parents. Let me hear a
good report of you.” Then he kissed her.
Edna said to Tobias, “May the Lord of

heaven restore you, dear brother, and grant
to me that I may see your children of my
daughter Sarah, that I may rejoice before
the Lord. Behold, I commit my daughter to
you in special trust. Don’t cause her grief.

11
1 After these things Tobias also went his

way, blessing God because he had pros-
pered his journey; and he blessed Raguel
andEdnahiswife. Thenhewent onhisway
until they drew near to Nineveh.

2Raphael said to Tobias, “Don’t you know,
brother, how you left your father?

3Let’s run forward before your wife, and
prepare the house.

† 10:2:Many ancient authorities read “Are they perchance put to shame?” ‡ 10:5: Some authorities read “Woe isme.”
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4 But take in your hand the bile of the
fish.” So they went their way, and the dog
went after them.

5 Anna sat looking around towards the
path for her son.

6 She saw him coming, and said to his
father, “Behold, your son is comingwith the
man that went with him!”

7Raphael said, “I know, Tobias, that your
father will open his eyes.

8 Therefore anoint his eyes with the bile,
and being pricked with it, he will rub, and
will make the white films fall away. Then
he will see you.”

9Anna ran to him, and fell upon the neck
ofher son, and said tohim, “I have seenyou,
my child! I am ready to die.” They both
wept.

10Tobit went towards the door and stum-
bled; but his son ran to him,

11 and took hold of his father. He rubbed
the bile on his father’s eyes, saying, “Cheer
up, my father.”

12Whenhis eyes began tohurt, he rubbed
them.

13Then thewhite films peeled away from
the corners of his eyes; and he saw his son,
and fell upon his neck.

14 He wept, and said, “Blessed are you,
O God, and blessed is your name forever!
Blessed are all your holy angels!

15 For you scourged, and had mercy on
me. Behold, I see my son Tobias.” And his
sonwent in rejoicing, and toldhis father the
great things that had happened to him in
Media.

16 Tobit went out to meet his daughter-
in-law at the gate of Nineveh, rejoicing and
blessing God. Those who saw him go mar-
velled, because he had received his sight.

17Tobit gave thanksbefore them, because
God had shownmercy on him. When Tobit
came near to Sarah his daughter-in-law, he
blessed her, saying, “Welcome, daughter!
Blessed is God who has brought you to
us, and blessed are your father and your
mother.” And there was joy amongst all his
kindred whowere at Nineveh.

18 Achiacharus and Nasbas his brother’s
son came.

19 Tobias’ wedding feast was kept seven
days with great gladness.

12
1And Tobit called his son Tobias, and said

to him, “See, my child, that the man which
went with you have his wages, and you
must give himmore.”

2Andhe said to him, “Father, it is no harm
to me to give him the half of those things
which I have brought;

3 for he has led me for you in safety, and
he cured my wife, and brought my money,
and likewise cured you.”

4The oldman said, “It is due to him.”
5And he called the angel, and said to him,

“Take half of all that you have brought.”
6Then he called them both privately, and

said to them, “Bless God, and give him
thanks, and magnify him, and give him
thanks in the sight of all that live, for the
things which he has done with you. It is
good to bless God and exalt his name, show-
ing forth with honour the works of God.
Don’t be slack to give him thanks.

7 It is good to conceal the secret of a king,
but to reveal gloriously the works of God.
Do good, and evil won’t find you.

8 Good is prayer with fasting, alms, and
righteousness. A littlewith righteousness is
better than much with unrighteousness. It
is better to give alms than to lay up gold.

9Alms delivers from death, and it purges
away all sin. Those who give alms and do
righteousness will be filled with life;

10 but those who sin are enemies to their
own life.

11 Surely I will conceal nothing from you.
I have said, ‘It is good to conceal the secret
of a king, but to reveal gloriously the works
of God.’

12And now, when you prayed, and Sarah
your daughter-in-law, I brought the memo-
rial of your prayer before the Holy One.
When you buried the dead, I was with you
likewise.

13 And when you didn’t delay to rise up,
and leave your dinner, that you might go
and cover the dead, your gooddeedwas not
hidden fromme. I was with you.

14 And now God sent me to heal you and
Sarah your daughter-in-law.

15 I am Raphael, one of the seven holy an-
gels which present the prayers of the saints
and go in before the glory of the Holy One.”

16 And they were both troubled, and fell
upon their faces; for they were afraid.

17 And he said to them, “Don’t be afraid.
You will all have peace; but bless God for-
ever.

18For I camenot of any favour ofmyown,
but by the will of your God. Therefore bless
him forever.

19All thesedays I appeared toyou. I didn’t
eat or drink, but you all saw a vision.

20Now give God thanks, because I ascend
to himwho sent me. Write in a book all the
things which have been done.”

21 Then they rose up, and saw him no
more.

22 They confessed the great and wonder-
ful works of God, and how the angel of the
Lord had appeared to them.
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13
1 And Tobit wrote a prayer for rejoicing,

and said,
“Blessed is God who lives forever!

Blessed is his kingdom!
2For he scourges, and showsmercy.

He leads down to the grave,† andbrings
up again.

There is no one who will escape his
hand.

3Give thanks to him before the Gentiles, all
you children of Israel!

For he has scattered us amongst them.
4Declare his greatness, there.

Extol him before all the living,
because he is our Lord,

and God is our Father forever.
5He will scourge us for our iniquities, and

will again showmercy,
and will gather us out of all the nations
amongst whom you are all scattered.

6 If you turn to him with your whole heart
and with your whole soul,

to do truth before him,
then he will turn to you,

and won’t hide his face from you.
See what he will do with you.

Give him thanks with your whole
mouth.

Bless the Lord of righteousness.
Exalt the everlasting King.

I givehim thanks in the landofmycaptivity,
and show his strength andmajesty to a
nation of sinners.

Turn, you sinners, and do righteousness
before him.

Who can tell if he will accept you and
havemercy on you?

7 I exalt my God.
My soul exalts the King of heaven,
and rejoices in his greatness.

8Let all men speak,
and let them give him thanks in
Jerusalem.

9O Jerusalem, the holy city,
he will scourge you for the works of
your sons,

and will again have mercy on the sons
of the righteous.

10Give thanks to the Lord with goodness,
and bless the everlasting King,

that his tabernacle may be built in you
again with joy,

and that hemaymake glad in you those
who are captives,

and love in you forever those who are
miserable.

11Many nations will come from afar to the
name of the Lord God

with gifts in their hands, even gifts to
the King of heaven.

Generations of generations will praise you,
and sing songs of rejoicing.

12All those who hate you are cursed.
All those who love you forever will be
blessed.

13 Rejoice and be exceedingly glad for the
sons of the righteous;

for they will be gathered together and
will bless the Lord of the righteous.

14Oh blessed are those who love you.
They will rejoice for your peace.

Blessed are all those who mourned for all
your scourges;

because they will rejoice for you when
they have seen all your glory.

They will be made glad forever.
15Let my soul bless God the great King.

16 For Jerusalem will be built with
sapphires, emeralds, and precious
stones;

yourwalls and towers and battlements
with pure gold.

17 The streets of Jerusalem will be paved
with beryl, carbuncle, and stones of
Ophir.

18All her streets will say, “Hallelujah!”
and give praise, saying, “Blessed be
God, who has exalted you forever!”

14
1Then Tobit finished giving thanks.
2Hewas fifty-eight years oldwhenhe lost

his sight. After eight years, he received it
again. He gave alms and he feared the Lord
God more and more, and gave thanks to
him.

3Now he grew very old; and he called his
son with the six sons of his son, and said to
him, “My child, take your sons. Behold, I
have grownold, and amready to depart out
of this life.

4Go into Media, my child, for I surely be-
lieve all the thingswhich Jonah the prophet
spoke of Nineveh, that it will be over-
thrown, but in Media there will rather be
peace for a season. Our kindred will be
scattered in the earth from the good land.
Jerusalem will be desolate, and the house
of God in it will be burnt up, and will be
desolate for a time.

5Godwill again havemercy on them, and
bring them back into the land, and they
will build the house, but not like to the
formerhouse, until the times of that age are
fulfilled. Afterward they will return from
the places of their captivity, and build up
Jerusalem with honour. The house of God
will be built in it forever with a glorious

† 13:2: Gr. Hades.
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building, even as the prophets spoke con-
cerning it.

6And all the nations will turn to fear the
Lord God truly, and will bury their idols.

7 All the nations will bless the Lord, and
his people will give thanks to God, and the
Lord will exalt his people; and all those
who love the Lord God in truth and righ-
teousness will rejoice, showing mercy to
our kindred.

8 And now, my child, depart from
Nineveh, because those things which the
prophet Jonah spoke will surely come to
pass.

9 But you must keep the law and the or-
dinances, and show yourself merciful and
righteous, that it may be well with you.

10 Bury me decently, and your mother
with me. Don’t stay at Nineveh. See, my
child, what Aman did to Achiacharus who
nourished him, how out of light he brought
him into darkness, and all the recompense
that he made him. Achiacharus was saved,
but the other had his recompense, and he
went down into darkness. Manasses gave
alms, and escaped the snare of deathwhich
he set for him; but Aman fell into the snare,
and perished.

11 And now, my children, consider what
alms does, and how righteousness deliv-
ers.”
While hewas saying these things, he gave

up the ghost in the bed; but he was one
hundred and fifty eight years old. Tobias
buried himmagnificently.

12 When Anna died, he buried her with
his father. But Tobias departed with his
wife and his sons to Ecbatana to Raguel his
father-in-law,

13 and he grew old in honour, and he
buried his father-in-law andmother-in-law
magnificently, and he inherited their pos-
sessions, and his father Tobit’s.

14HediedatEcbatanaofMedia, beingone
hundred and twenty seven years old.

15 Before he died, he heard of the de-
struction of Nineveh, which Nebuchadnez-
zar and Ahasuerus took captive. Before his
death, he rejoiced over Nineveh.
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Judith
Judith is recognised as Deuterocanonical

Scripture by the Roman Catholic, Greek Or-
thodox, and Russian Orthodox Churches.

1 In the twelfth year of the reign of Neb-
uchadnezzar, who reigned over the Assyri-
ans in Nineveh, the great city, in the days of
Arphaxad, who reigned over the Medes in
Ecbatana,

2 and built around Ecbatana walls of
hewn stones three cubits broad and six cu-
bits long, and made the height of the wall
seventy cubits, and its breadth fifty cubits,

3 and set its towers at its gates one hun-
dred cubits high, and its breadth in the
foundation was sixty cubits,

4andmade its gates, even gates that were
raised to the height of seventy cubits, and
their breadth forty cubits, for his mighty
army to go out of, and the setting in array
of his footmen—

5 in those days King Nebuchadnezzar
made war with King Arphaxad in the great
plain. This plain is on the borders of Ragau.

6 There came to meet him all that lived
in the hill country, and all that lived by
Euphrates, Tigris, and Hydaspes, and in the
plain of Arioch the king of the Elymaeans.
Many nations of the sons of Chelod assem-
bled themselves to the battle.

7And Nebuchadnezzar king of the Assyr-
ians sent to all who lived in Persia, and to
all who lived westward, to those who lived
in Cilicia, Damascus, Libanus, Antilibanus,
and to all who lived along the sea coast,

8 and to those amongst the nations that
were of Carmel and Gilead, and to the
higher Galilee and the great plain of Es-
draelon,

9 and to all who were in Samaria and
its cities, and beyond Jordan to Jerusalem,
Betane, Chellus, Kadesh, the river of Egypt,
Tahpanhes, Rameses, and all the land of
Goshen,

10 until you come above Tanis and Mem-
phis, and to all that lived in Egypt, until you
come to the borders of Ethiopia.

11All thosewho lived in all the landmade
light of the commandment of Nebuchad-
nezzar king of the Assyrians, and didn’t
go with him to the war; for they were not
afraid of him, but he was before them as
one man. They turned away his messen-
gers fromtheirpresencewithout effect, and
with disgrace.

12And Nebuchadnezzar was exceedingly
angrywith all this land, andhe swore byhis
throne and kingdom that he would surely
be avenged upon all the coasts of Cilicia,

Damascus, and Syria, that he would kill
with his sword all the inhabitants of the
land of Moab, the children of Ammon, all
Judea, and all who were in Egypt, until you
come to the borders of the two seas.

13 And he set the battle in array with his
army against King Arphaxad in the seven-
teenth year; and he prevailed in his bat-
tle, and turned to flight all the army of
Arphaxad, with all his horses and all his
chariots.

14 He took possession of his cities. He
came to Ecbatana and took the towers,
plundered its streets, and turned its beauty
into shame.

15He took Arphaxad in the mountains of
Ragau, struck him through with his darts,
and utterly destroyed him to this day.

16He returned with them to Nineveh, he
and all his company of sundry nations—an
exceedingly great multitude of men of war.
There he took his ease and banqueted, he
and his army, for one hundred and twenty
days.

2
1 In the eighteenth year, the twenty-

seconddayof thefirstmonth, therewas talk
in the house of Nebuchadnezzar king of the
Assyrians that he should be avenged on all
the land, even as he spoke.

2 He called together all his servants and
all his great men, and communicated with
them his secret counsel, and with his own
mouth, recounted the wickedness of all the
land.

3 They decreed to destroy all flesh which
didn’t follow the word of his mouth.

4 It came to pass, when he had ended his
counsel, Nebuchadnezzarkingof theAssyr-
ians called Holofernes the chief captain of
his army, who was second to himself, and
said to him,

5 “The great king, the lord of all the
earth, says: ‘Behold, you shall go out from
my presence, and take with you men who
trust in their strength, to one hundred and
twenty thousand footmen and twelve thou-
sand horses with their riders.

6And you shall go out against all the west
country, because they disobeyed the com-
mandment of mymouth.

7 You shall declare to them that they
should prepare earth and water, because I
will go out in my wrath against them, and
will cover the whole face of the earth with
the feet ofmy army,whowill plunder them.

8 Their slain will fill their valleys and
brooks, and theriverwill befilledwith their
dead until it overflows.

9 Iwill lead themas captives to the utmost
parts of all the earth.
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10 But you shall go forth, and take all
their coasts for me first. If they will yield
themselves to you,† then you must reserve
them for me until the day of their reproof.

11 As for those who resist, your eye shall
not spare; but you shall give them up to be
slain and to be plundered in all your land.

12 For as I live, and by the power of my
kingdom, I have spoken, and I will do this
withmy hand.

13Moreover, you shall not transgress any-
thing of the commandments of your lord,
but you shall surely accomplish them, as I
have commanded you. You shall not defer
to do them.’ ”

14 So Holofernes went out from the pres-
ence of his lord, and called all the gover-
nors, the captains, and officers of the army
of Asshur.

15He counted chosen men for the battle,
as his lord had commanded him, to one
hundred and twenty thousand, with twelve
thousand archers on horseback.

16He arranged them as a great multitude
is ordered for the war.

17He took camels, donkeys, andmules for
their baggage, an exceedingly great multi-
tude, and sheep, oxen, and goats without
number for their provision,

18 and a large supply of rations for every
man, and a huge amount of gold and silver
out of the king’s house.

19 He went out, he and all his army, on
their journey, to go before King Nebuchad-
nezzar, and to cover all the face of the earth
westward with their chariots, horsemen,
and chosen footmen.

20 A great company of various nations
went out with them like locusts and like the
sand of the earth. For they could not be
counted by reason of their multitude.

21And theydepartedout ofNineveh three
days’ journey towards the plain of Bec-
tileth, and encamped from Bectileth near
themountainwhich is at the left handof the
Upper Cilicia.

22 And he took all his army, his footmen,
horsemen, and chariots, and went away
from there into the hill country,

23 and destroyed Put and Lud, and plun-
dered all the children of Rasses and the
children of Ishmael, which were along the
wilderness to the south of the land of the
Chellians.

24And hewent over Euphrates, andwent
through Mesopotamia, and broke down all
the high cities that were upon the river
Arbonai, until you come to the sea.

25 And he took possession of the borders
of Cilicia, and killed all who resisted him,

and came to the borders of Japheth, which
were towards the south, opposite Arabia.

26He surrounded all the children of Mid-
ian, and set their tents on fire, and plun-
dered their sheepfolds.

27 He went down into the plain of Dam-
ascus in the days of wheat harvest, and
set all their fields on fire, and utterly de-
stroyed their flocks and herds, plundered
their cities, laid their plains waste, and
struck all their young men with the edge of
the sword.

28 And the fear and the dread of him fell
upon thosewho lived on the sea coast, upon
those who were in Sidon and Tyre, those
who lived in Sur and Ocina, and all who
lived in Jemnaan. Those who lived in Azo-
tus and Ascalon feared him exceedingly.

3
1 And they sent to him messengers with

words of peace, saying,
2 “Behold, we the servants of Nebuchad-

nezzar the great king lie before you. Use us
as it is pleasing in your sight.

3Behold, our dwellings, and all our coun-
try, and all our fields of wheat, and our
flocks and herds, and all the sheepfolds of
our tents, lie before your face. Use them as
it may please you.

4 Behold, even our cities and those who
dwell in them are your servants. Come and
deal with them as it is good in your eyes.”

5 So the men came to Holofernes, and
declared to him according to these words.

6He came down towards the sea coast, he
and his army, and set garrisons in the high
cities, and took out of them chosenmen for
allies.

7 They received him, they and all the
country round about them, with garlands
and dances and timbrels.

8He cast down all their borders, and cut
down their sacred groves. It had been
given to him to destroy all the gods of the
land, that all the nations would worship
Nebuchadnezzar only, and that all their
tongues and their tribes would call upon
him as a god.

9 Then he came towards Esdraelon near
to Dotaea, which is opposite the great ridge
of Judea.

10 He encamped between Geba and
Scythopolis. He was there a whole month,
that he might gather together all the
baggage of his army.

4
1The children of Israelwho lived in Judea

heard all that Holofernes the chief captain
† 2:10: Gr. they will yield...and you shall reserve.
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of Nebuchadnezzar king of the Assyrians
had done to the nations, and how he had
plundered all their temples and destroyed
them utterly.

2 They were exceedingly afraid at his ap-
proach, and were troubled for Jerusalem
and for the temple of the Lord their God;

3 because they had newly come up from
the captivity, and all the people of Judea
were recently gathered together; and the
vessels, the altar, and the house were sanc-
tified after being profaned.

4 And they sent into every coast of
Samaria, toKonae, toBeth-horon, Belmaim,
Jericho, to Choba, Aesora, and to the valley
of Salem;

5 and they occupied beforehand all the
tops of the high mountains, fortified the
villages that were in them, and stored sup-
plies for theprovisionofwar, for theirfields
were newly reaped.

6 Joakim the high priest, whowas in those
days at Jerusalem, wrote to those who lived
in Bethulia and Betomesthaim, which is op-
posite Esdraelon towards the plain that is
near to Dothaim,

7 charging them to seize upon the ascents
of thehill country; because by themwas the
entrance into Judea, and it was easy to stop
them from approaching, inasmuch as the
approach was narrow, with space for two
men at themost.

8And the children of Israel did as Joakim
the high priest had commanded them, as
did the senate of all the people of Israel,
which was in session at Jerusalem.

9 And every man of Israel cried to God
with great earnestness, and with great
earnestness they humbled their souls.

10 They, their wives, their children, their
cattle, and every sojourner, hireling, and
servant bought with their money put sack-
cloth on their loins.

11 Every man and woman of Israel, in-
cluding the little children and the inhabi-
tants of Jerusalem, fell prostrate before the
temple, cast ashes upon their heads, and
spread out their sackcloth before the Lord.
They put sackcloth around the altar.

12They cried to theGodof Israel earnestly
with one consent, that he would not give
their children as prey, their wives as plun-
der, the cities of their inheritance to de-
struction, and the sanctuary to being pro-
faned and being made a reproach, for the
nations to rejoice at.

13The Lord heard their voice, and looked
at their affliction. The people contin-
ued fasting many days in all Judea and
Jerusalem before the sanctuary of the Lord
Almighty.

14 And Joakim the high priest, and all
the priests who stood before the Lord, and
thosewhoministered to the Lord, had their
loins dressed in sackcloth and offered the
continual burnt offering, the vows, and the
free gifts of the people.

15 They had ashes on their turbans. They
cried to the Lord with all their power, that
he would look upon all the house of Israel
for good.

5
1 Holofernes, the chief captain of the

army of Asshur, was told that the children
of Israel had prepared for war, had shut
up the passages of the hill country, had
fortified all the tops of the high hills, and
had set up barricades in the plains.

2 Then he was exceedingly angry, and he
called all the princes of Moab, the captains
of Ammon, and all the governors of the sea
coast,

3 and he said to them, “Tell me now, you
sons of Canaan, who are these people who
dwell in the hill country? What are the
cities that they inhabit? How large is their
army? Where is their power and their
strength? What king is set over them, to be
the leader of their army?

4Why have they turned their backs, that
they should not come and meet me, more
than all who dwell in the west?”

5 Then Achior, the leader of all the chil-
dren of Ammon, said to him, “Let my lord
now hear a word from the mouth of your
servant, and I will tell you the truth con-
cerning these people who dwell in this hill
country, near to the place where you dwell.
No lie will come out of the mouth of your
servant.

6 These people are descended from the
Chaldeans.

7 They sojourned before this in
Mesopotamia, because they didn’t want to
follow the gods of their fathers, whichwere
in the land of the Chaldeans.

8Theydeparted fromthewayof theirpar-
ents, and worshipped the God of heaven,
the God whom they knew. Their parents
cast them out from the face of their gods,
and they fled into Mesopotamia and so-
journed there many days.

9Then their God commanded them to de-
part from the place where they sojourned,
and to go into the land of Canaan. They
lived there, and prospered with gold and
silver, and with exceedingly much cattle.

10 Then they went down into Egypt, for
a famine covered all the land of Canaan.
They sojourned there until they had grown
up. Theybecameagreatmultitude there, so
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that one could not count the population of
their nation.

11 Then the king of Egypt rose up against
them, and dealt subtly with them, and
brought them low, making them labour in
brick,† andmade them slaves.

12 They cried to their God, and he struck
all the landof Egyptwith incurable plagues;
so the Egyptians cast themout of their sight.

13God dried up the Red sea before them,
14and brought them into the way of Sinai

Kadesh-Barnea and they cast out all that
lived in the wilderness.

15 They lived in the land of the Amorites,
and they destroyed by their strength every-
one in Heshbon. Passing over Jordan, they
possessed all the hill country.

16 They cast out before them the Canaan-
ite, the Perizzite, the Jebusite, the She-
chemite, and all the Girgashites, and they
lived in that country many days.

17 And while they didn’t sin before their
God, they prospered, because God who
hates iniquity was with them.

18 But when they departed from the way
which he appointed them, they were de-
stroyed in many severe battles, and were
led captives into a land that was not theirs.
The temple of their God was razed to the
ground, and their cities were taken by their
adversaries.

19 And now they have returned to their
God, and have come up from the dispersion
where they were dispersed, and have pos-
sessed Jerusalem, where their sanctuary is,
and are settled in the hill country; for it was
desolate.

20 And now, my lord and master, if there
is any error in this people, and they sin
against their God, wewill find outwhat this
thing is in which they stumble, and we will
go up and overcome them.

21 But if there is no lawlessness in their
nation, let my lord now pass by, lest their
Lord defend them, and their God be for
them, and we will be a reproach before all
the earth.”

22 It came to pass, when Achior had fin-
ished speaking these words, all the people
standing around the tent complained. The
great men of Holofernes, and all who lived
by the sea side and in Moab, said that he
should be cut to pieces.

23 For, they said, “Wewill not be afraid of
the children of Israel, because, behold, they
are a people that has no power normight to
make the battle strong.

24 Therefore now we will go up, and they
will be a prey to be devoured by all your
army, Lord Holofernes.”

6
1 And when the disturbance of the men

that were around the council had ceased,
Holofernes the chief captain of the army of
Asshur said toAchior and to all the children
of Moab† before all the people of the for-
eigners:

2 “And who are you, Achior, and the mer-
cenaries of Ephraim,‡ that you have proph-
esied amongst us as today, and have said
that we should not make war with the race
of Israel, because their God will defend
them? And who is God but Nebuchadnez-
zar?

3 He will send forth his might, and will
destroy them from the face of the earth, and
their God will not deliver them; but we his
servants will strike them as one man. They
will not sustain themight of our cavalry.

4 For with them we will burn them up.
Theirmountainswill be drunkenwith their
blood. Their plains will be filled with their
dead bodies. Their footsteps will not stand
before us, but they will surely perish, says
King Nebuchadnezzar, lord of all the earth;
for he said, ‘The words that I have spoken§
will not be in vain.’

5 But you, Achior, hireling of Ammon,
who have spoken these words in the day
of your iniquity, will see my face no more
from this day, until I amavenged of the race
of those that came out of Egypt.

6 And then the sword of my army, and
the multitude of those who serve me, will
pass through your sides, and you will fall
amongst their slain when I return.

7 Then my servants will bring you back
into the hill country, and will set you in one
of the cities by the passes.

8 You will not perish until you are de-
stroyed with them.

9And if you hope in your heart that they
will not be taken, don’t let your counte-
nance fall. I have spoken it, and none ofmy
words will fall to the ground.”

10 Then Holofernes commanded his ser-
vants who waited in his tent to take Achior,
and bring him back to Bethulia, and deliver
him into the hands of the children of Israel.

11 So his servants took him, and brought
him out of the camp into the plain, and they
moved from themidst of the plains into the
hill country, and came to the springs that
were under Bethulia.

† 5:11: Some authorities read and he brought them lowwith clay and brick, etc. † 6:1: Some authorities readAmmon.

Compare ver. 5. ‡ 6:2: Some authorities read Ammon. Compare ver. 5. § 6:4: Gr. he has spoken.
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12 When the men of the city saw them
on the top of the hill, they took up their
weapons, and went out of the city against
them to the top of the hill. Every man that
used a sling kept them from coming up, and
threw stones at them.

13 They took cover under the hill, bound
Achior, cast him down, left him at the foot
of the hill, and went away to their lord.

14 But the children of Israel descended
from their city, and came to him, untied
him, led him away into Bethulia, and pre-
sented him to the rulers of their city,

15 which were in those days Ozias the
son of Micah, of the tribe of Simeon, and
Chabris the son of Gothoniel, and Charmis
the son of Melchiel.

16Then they called together all the elders
of the city; and all their young men ran
together, with their women, to the assem-
bly. They set Achior in the midst of all their
people. Then Ozias asked him what had
happened.

17He answered and declared to them the
words of the council of Holofernes, and all
thewords thathehad spoken in themidst of
theprinces of the childrenofAsshur, andall
the greatwords thatHoloferneshad spoken
against the house of Israel.

18 Then the people fell down and wor-
shipped God, and cried, saying,

19 “O Lord God of heaven, behold their
arrogance, and pity the low estate of our
race. Look upon the face of those who are
sanctified to you this day.”

20 They comforted Achior, and praised
him exceedingly.

21 Then Ozias took him out of the assem-
bly into his house, and made a feast for the
elders. They called on the God of Israel for
help all that night.

7
1ThenextdayHolofernes commandedall

his army and all the people who had come
to be his allies, that they should move their
camp towards Bethulia, seize the passes of
the hill country, and make war against the
children of Israel.

2 Every mighty man of them moved that
day. The army of their men of war was one
hundred and seventy thousand footmen,
plus twelve thousand horsemen, besides
the baggage and the men who were on foot
amongst them—an exceedingly greatmulti-
tude.

3 They encamped in the valley near
Bethulia, by the fountain. They spread
themselves in breadth over Dothaim even
to Belmaim, and in length from Bethulia to
Cyamon, which is near Esdraelon.

4 But the children of Israel, when they
saw the multitude of them, were terrified,
and everyone said to his neighbour, “Now
these men will lick up the face of all the
earth. Neither the high mountains, nor the
valleys, nor the hills will be able to bear
their weight.

5 Every man took up his weapons of war,
andwhen they had kindled fires upon their
towers, they remained andwatched all that
night.

6Buton the seconddayHolofernes ledout
all his cavalry in the sight of the children of
Israel which were in Bethulia,

7 viewed the ascents to their city, and
searched out the springs of the waters,
seized upon them, and set garrisons ofmen
ofwar over them. Thenhedeparted back to
his people.

8All the rulers of the children of Esau, all
the leaders of the people of Moab, and the
captains of the sea coast came to him and
said,

9 “Let our lord now hear a word, that
there not be losses in your army.

10For this people of the children of Israel
donot trust in their spears, but in theheight
of the mountains wherein they dwell, for it
is not easy to come up to the tops of their
mountains.

11 And now, my lord, don’t fight against
themasmenfightwho joinbattle, and there
will not somuch as oneman of your people
perish.

12 Remain in your camp, and keep every
man of your army safe. Let your servants
get possession of the water spring, which
flows from the foot of themountain,

13 because all the inhabitants of Bethulia
get their water from there. Then thirst will
kill them, and they will give up their city.
Then we and our people will go up to the
tops of the mountains that are near, and
will camp upon them, to watch that not one
man gets out of the city.

14 They will be consumed with famine—
they, theirwives, and their children. Before
the sword comes against them they will be
laid low in the streets where they dwell.

15 And you will pay them back with evil,
because they rebelled, anddidn’tmeet your
face in peace.”

16 Their words were pleasing in the sight
of Holofernes and in the sight of all his
servants; and he ordered them to do as they
had spoken.

17And thearmyof the childrenofAmmon
moved, and with them five thousand of
the children of Asshur, and they encamped
in the valley. They seized the waters and
the springs of the waters of the children of
Israel.



Judith 7:18 798 Judith 8:11

18 The children of Esau went up with the
children of Ammon, and encamped in the
hill country near Dothaim. They sent some
of them towards the south, and towards
the east, near Ekrebel, which is near Chusi,
that is upon the brook Mochmur. The rest
of the army of the Assyrians encamped in
the plain, and covered all the face of the
land. Their tents and baggage were pitched
upon it in a great crowd. They were an
exceedingly great multitude.

19The children of Israel cried to the Lord
their God, for their spirit fainted; for all
their enemies had surrounded them. There
was no way to escape out from amongst
them.

20 All the army of Asshur remained
around them, their footmen and their
chariots and theirhorsemen, for thirty-four
days. All their vessels of water ran dry for
all the inhabitants of Bethulia.

21 The cisterns were emptied, and they
had no water to drink their fill for one day;
for they rationed drink bymeasure.

22 Their young children were discour-
aged. The women and the young men
fainted for thirst. They fell down in the
streets of the city, and in the passages of the
gates. There was no longer any strength in
them.

23 All the people, including the young
men, the women, and the children, were
gathered together against Ozias, and
against the rulers of the city. They cried
with a loud voice, and said before all the
elders,

24 “God be judge between all of you and
us, because you have done us great wrong,
in that you have not spokenwords of peace
with the children of Asshur.

25 Now we have no helper; but God has
sold us into their hands, that we should be
laid low before them with thirst and great
destruction.

26 And now summon them, and deliver
up the whole city as prey to the people of
Holofernes, and to all his army.

27 For it is better for us to be captured by
them. Forwewill be servants, andour souls
will live, andwewill not see thedeathofour
babies before our eyes, and our wives and
our children fainting in death.

28 We take to witness against you the
heaven and the earth, and our God and
the Lord of our fathers, who punishes us
according to our sins and the sins of our
fathers. Do what we have said today!”

29And therewas greatweeping of allwith
one consent in the midst of the assembly;
and they cried to the Lord God with a loud
voice.

30 And Ozias said to them, “Brethren, be
of good courage! Let us endure five more
days, during which the Lord our God will
turn his mercy towards us; for he will not
forsake us utterly.

31 But if these days pass, and no help
comes to us, I will do what you say.”

32 Then he dispersed the people, every
man to his own camp; and they went away
to thewalls and towers of their city. He sent
the women and children into their houses.
They were brought very low in the city.

8
1 In those days Judith heard about this.

She was the daughter of Merari, the son of
Ox, the son of Joseph, the son of Oziel, the
son of Elkiah, the son of Ananias, the son
of Gideon, the son of Raphaim, the son of
Ahitub, the sonof Elihu, the sonof Eliab, the
son of Nathanael, the son of Salamiel, the
son of Salasadai, the son of Israel.

2Her husbandwasManasses, of her tribe
and of her family. He died in the days of
barley harvest.

3 For he stood over those who bound
sheaves in the field, and was overcome by
the burning heat, and he fell on his bed,
and died in his city Bethulia. So they buried
him with his fathers in the field which is
between Dothaim and Balamon.

4 Judith was a widow in her house three
years and fourmonths.

5 She made herself a tent upon the roof
of her house, and put on sackcloth upon
her loins. The garments of her widowhood
were upon her.

6Andshe fastedall thedaysofherwidow-
hood, except the eves of the Sabbaths, the
Sabbaths, the eves of the new moons, the
new moons, and the feasts and joyful days
of the house of Israel.

7 She was beautiful in appearance, and
lovely to behold. Her husband Manasses
had left her gold, silver, menservants,
maidservants, cattle, and lands. She re-
mained on those lands.

8No one said anything evil about her, for
she feared God exceedingly.

9 She heard the evil words of the people
against the governor, because they fainted
for lack of water; and Judith heard all the
words that Ozias spoke to them, how he
swore to them that hewoulddeliver the city
to the Assyrians after five days.

10 So she sent her maid, who was over
all things that she had, to summon Ozias,
Chabris, and Charmis, the elders of her city.

11They came to her, and she said to them,
“Hear me now, O you rulers of the inhabi-
tants of Bethulia! For your word that you
have spoken before the people this day is
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not right. You have set the oath which you
have pronounced between God and you,
and have promised to deliver the city to our
enemies, unless within these days the Lord
turns to help you.

12Now who are you that you have tested
God this day, and stand in the place of God
amongst the children of men?

13 Now try the Lord Almighty, and you
will never know anything.

14 For you will not find the depth of the
heart of man, and you will not perceive the
things that he thinks. How will you search
out God, who has made all these things,
and know his mind, and comprehend his
purpose? No, my kindred, don’t provoke
the Lord our God to anger!

15 For if he has not decided to help us
within these five days, he has power to de-
fend us in such time as hewill, or to destroy
us before the face of our enemies.

16But don’t you pledge the counsels of the
Lord our God! For God is not like a human
being, thathe shouldbe threatened, neither
is he like a son of man, that he should be
won over by pleading.

17 Therefore let’s wait for the salvation
that comes from him, and call upon him to
help us. He will hear our voice, if it pleases
him.

18For there arosenone in our age, neither
is there any of us today, tribe, or kindred,
or family, or city, whichworship godsmade
with hands, as it was in the former days;

19 for which cause our fathers were given
to the sword, and for plunder, and fell with
a great destruction before our enemies.

20 But we know no other god beside him.
Therefore we hope that he will not despise
us, nor any of our race.

21 For if we are captured, all Judea will
be capturedandour sanctuarywill be plun-
dered; and he will require our blood for
profaning it.

22 The slaughter of our kindred, the cap-
tivity of the land, and the desolation of
our inheritance, he will bring on our heads
amongst the Gentiles, wherever we will be
in bondage. We will be an offence and a
reproach to those who take us for a posses-
sion.

23 For our bondage will not be ordered to
favour; but the Lord our God will turn it to
dishonour.

24And now, kindred, let’s show an exam-
ple to our kindred, because their soul de-
pends on us, and the sanctuary, the house,
and the altar depend on us.

25 Besides all this let’s give thanks to the
Lord our God, who tries us, even as he did
our fathers also.

26 Remember all the things which he did
to Abraham, and all the things in which he
tried Isaac, and all the things which hap-
pened to Jacob in Mesopotamia of Syria,
when he kept the sheep of Laban his
mother’s brother.

27For he has not tried us in the fire, as he
did them, to search out their hearts, neither
has he taken vengeance on us; but the Lord
scourges those who come near to him, to
admonish them.”

28AndOzias said to her, “All that youhave
spoken, you have spokenwith a good heart.
There is no one whowill deny your words.

29 For this is not the first day wherein
your wisdom is manifested; but from the
beginning of your days all the people have
known your understanding, because the
disposition of your heart is good.

30 But the people were exceedingly
thirsty, and compelled us to do as we
spoke to them, and to bring an oath upon
ourselves, which wewill not break.

31 And now pray for us, because you are
a godly woman, and the Lord will send us
rain to fill our cisterns, and wewill faint no
more.”

32 Then Judith said to them, “Hear me,
and I will do a thing, which will go down to
all generations amongst the children of our
race.

33You shall all stand at the gate tonight. I
will go out with my maid. Within the days
afterwhich you said that youwould deliver
the city toourenemies, theLordwill deliver
Israel bymy hand.

34Butyoushall not enquireofmyact; for I
will not tell you until the things are finished
that I will do.”

35 Then Ozias and the rulers said to her,
“Go in peace. May the Lord God be before
you, to take vengeance on our enemies.”

36 So they returned from the tent, and
went to their stations.

9
1 But Judith fell upon her face, and put

ashes upon her head, and uncovered the
sackcloth with which she was clothed. The
incense of that evening was now being of-
fered at Jerusalem in the house of God, and
Judith cried to the Lord with a loud voice,
and said,

2 “O Lord God of my father Simeon, into
whose hand you gave a sword to take
vengeance on the strangers who loosened
the belt of a virgin to defile her, uncovered
her thigh to her shame, and profaned her
womb to her reproach; for you said, ‘It shall
not be so;’ and they did so.

3 Therefore you gave their rulers to be
slain, and theirbed,whichwasashamed for
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herwhowas deceived,† to be dyed in blood,
and struck the servants with their masters,
and themasters upon their thrones;

4 and gave their wives for a prey, and
their daughters to be captives, and all their
spoils to be divided amongst your dear chil-
dren; which were moved with zeal for you,
and abhorred the pollution of their blood,
and called upon you for aid. O God, O my
God, hear me also who am awidow.

5 For you did the things that were before
those things, and those things, and such
as come after; and you planned the things
which are now, and the things which are to
come. The things which you planned came
to pass.

6 Yes, the things which you determined
stood before you, and said, ‘Behold, we are
here; for all your ways are prepared, and
your judgement is with foreknowledge.’

7For, behold, theAssyrians aremultiplied
in their power. They are exalted with horse
and rider. They were proud of the strength
of their footmen. They have trusted in
shield, spear, bow, and sling. They don’t
know that you are the Lord who breaks the
battles. ‘The Lord’ is your name.

8Break their strength in your power, and
bring down their force in your wrath; for
they intend to profane your sanctuary, and
todefile the tabernaclewhereyourglorious
name rests, and to destroy the horn of your
altar with the sword.

9Lookat their pride, and sendyourwrath
upon their heads. Give intomyhand,which
am a widow, the might that I have con-
ceived.

10 Strike by the deceit of my lips the ser-
vant with the prince, and the prince with
his servant. Break down their arrogance by
the hand of a woman.

11For your power stands not in numbers,
nor yourmight in strongmen, but you are a
God of the afflicted. You are a helper of the
oppressed, a helper of theweak, a protector
of the forsaken, a saviour of those who are
without hope.

12 Please, please, God of my father, and
God of the inheritance of Israel, Lord of the
heavens and of the earth, Creator of the
waters, King of all your creation, hear my
prayer.

13Make my speech and deceit to be their
wound and bruise, who intend hard things
against your covenant, yourholy house, the
top of Zion, and the house of the possession
of your children.

14Make every nation and tribe of yours to
know that you areGod, theGod of all power

and might, and that there is no other who
protects the race of Israel but you.”

10
1 It came to pass, when she had ceased to

cry to the God of Israel, and had finished
saying all these words,

2 that she rose up where she had fallen
down, called hermaid, andwent down into
thehouse that she livedon theSabbathdays
and on her feast days.

3 She pulled off the sackcloth which she
had put on, took off the garments of her
widowhood, washed her body all over with
water, anointed herself with rich ointment,
braided the hair of her head, and put a
tiara upon it. She put on her garments of
gladness, which she used to wear in the
days of the life of Manasses her husband.

4She took sandals for her feet, and put on
her anklet, bracelets, rings, earrings, and
all her jewellery. She made herself very
beautiful to deceive the eyes of allmenwho
would see her.

5She gavehermaid a leather container of
wine and a flask of oil, and filled a bag with
roasted grain, lumps of figs, and fine bread.
She packed all her vessels together, and laid
them upon her.

6 They went out to the gate of the city of
Bethulia, and found Ozias and the elders of
the city, Chabris andCharmis standingby it.

7 But when they saw her, that her coun-
tenance was altered and her apparel was
changed, they were greatly astonished by
her beauty and said to her,

8 “May the God of our fathers give you
favour, and accomplish your purposes to
the glory of the children of Israel, and to the
exaltation of Jerusalem.”
Then she worshipped God,
9 and said to them, “Command that they

open the gate of the city forme, and Iwill go
out to accomplish the things you spokewith
me about.”
And they commanded the young men to

open to her, as she had spoken;
10and they did so.
Then Judith went out, she, and her hand-

maid with her. Themen of the city watched
her until she had gone down themountain,
until she had passed the valley, and they
could see her nomore.

11 They went straight onward in the val-
ley. The watch of the Assyrians met her;

12 and they took her, and asked her, “Of
what people are you? Where are you com-
ing from? Where are you going?”

† 9:3: Some authorities readwhichwas ashamed for their deceit that they practised.
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Shesaid, “I amadaughterof theHebrews.
I am fleeing away from their presence, be-
cause they are about to be given you to be
consumed.

13 I am coming into the presence of
Holofernes the chief captain of your army,
to declare words of truth. I will show him
a way that he can go and win all the hill
country, and there will not be lacking of his
men one person, nor one life.”

14 Now when the men heard her words,
and considered her countenance, the
beauty thereofwas exceedinglymarvellous
in their eyes. They said to her,

15 “You have saved your life, in that you
have hurried to come down to the presence
of our master. Now come to his tent. Some
of us will guide you until they deliver you
into his hands.

16But when† you stand before him, don’t
be afraid in your heart, but declare to him
what you just said, and he will treat you
well.”

17They chose out of themahundredmen,
and appointed them to accompany her and
hermaid; and theybrought them to the tent
of Holofernes.

18 And there was great excitement
throughout all the camp, for her coming
was reported amongst the tents. They came
and surrounded her as she stood outside
Holofernes’ tent, until they told him about
her.

19 They marvelled at her beauty, and
marvelled at the children of Israel because
of her. Each one said to his neighbour,
“Who would despise these people, who
have amongst them such women? For it
is not good that one man of them be left,
seeing that, if they are let go, they will be
able to deceive the whole earth.

20 Then the guards of Holofernes and all
his servants came out and brought her into
the tent.

21 And Holofernes was resting upon his
bed under the canopy, which was woven
with purple, gold, emeralds, and precious
stones.

22 And they told him about her; and he
cameout into the spacebeforehis tent,with
silver lamps going before him.

23 But when Judith had come before him
and his servants, they all marvelled at the
beauty of her countenance. She fell down
upon her face and bowed down to him, but
his servants raised her up.

11
1 Holofernes said to her, “Woman, take

courage. Don’t be afraid in your heart; for I

never hurt anyonewho has chosen to serve
Nebuchadnezzar, the king of all the earth.

2 And now, if your people who dwell in
thehill countryhadnot slightedme, Iwould
not have lifted up my spear against them;
but they have done these things to them-
selves.

3 And now tell me why you fled from
them and came to us; for you have come to
save yourself. Take courage! You will live
tonight, and hereafter;

4 for there is no one that will wrong you,
but all will treat you well, as is done to the
servants of KingNebuchadnezzarmy lord.”

5 And Judith said to him, “Receive the
words of your servant, and let your hand-
maid speak in yourpresence, and Iwon’t lie
to my lord tonight.

6 If you will follow the words of your
handmaid, God will bring the thing to pass
perfectly with you; andmy lordwill not fail
to accomplish his purposes.

7As Nebuchadnezzar king of all the earth
lives, and as his power lives, who has sent
you for the preservation of every living
thing, not only do men serve him by you,
but also the beasts of the field, the cattle,
and the birds of the sky will live through
your strength, in the time of Nebuchadnez-
zar and of all his house.

8 For we have heard of your wisdom and
the subtle plans of your soul. It has been
reported in all the earth that you only are
brave in all the kingdom, mighty in knowl-
edge, and wonderful in feats of war.

9 And now as concerning the matter
which Achior spoke in your council, we
haveheardhiswords; for themenofBethu-
lia saved him, and he declared to them all
that he had spoken before you.

10Therefore, O lord and master, don’t ne-
glecthisword, but lay itup inyourheart, for
it is true; for our race will not be punished,
neitherwill the swordprevail against them,
unless they sin against their God.

11 And now, that my lord may not be
defeated and frustrated in his purpose, and
that death may fall upon them, their sin
has overtaken them, wherewith they will
provoke their God to anger, whenever they
do wickedness.

12 Since their food failed them, and all
their water was scant, they took counsel to
kill their livestock, and determined to con-
sume all those things which God charged
them by his laws that they should not eat.

13 They are resolved to spend the first
fruits of the grain and the tithes of the wine
and the oil, which they had sanctified and
reserved for the priests who stand before

† 10:16: Gr. if.
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the face of our God in Jerusalem, which it is
not fitting for any of the people so much as
to touch with their hands.

14 They have sent some to Jerusalem, be-
cause they also that dwell there have done
this thing, to bring them permission from
the council of elders.

15When these instructions come to them
and they do it, they will be given to you to
be destroyed the same day.

16 Therefore I your servant, knowing all
this, fled away from their presence. God
sent me to work things with you, at which
all the earth will be astonished, even as
many as hear it.

17Foryour servant is religious, andserves
the God of heaven day and night. Now, my
lord, I will stay with you; and your servant
will go out by night into the valley. I will
pray to God, and he will tell me when they
have committed their sins.

18Then Iwill come and tell you. Then you
cangooutwith all your army, and therewill
be none of them that will resist you.

19 And I will lead you through the midst
of Judea, until you come to Jerusalem. I will
set your throne in the midst of it. You will
drive them as sheep that have no shepherd,
and a dog will not so much as open his
mouth before you; for these things were
told me according to my foreknowledge,
and were declared to me, and I was sent to
tell you.”

20 Her words were pleasing in the sight
of Holofernes and of all his servants. They
marvelled at her wisdom, and said,

21 “There is not such a woman from one
end of the earth to the other, for beauty of
face and wisdom of words.”

22 Holofernes said to her, “God did well
to send you before the people, that might
would be in our hands, and destruction
amongst those who slightedmy lord.

23 And now you are beautiful in your
countenance, and wise in your words. If
you will do as you have spoken, your God
will be my God, and you will dwell in the
palace of KingNebuchadnezzar, andwill be
renowned through the whole earth.”

12
1 He commanded that she should be

brought inwherehis silvervesselswere set,
and asked that his servants should prepare
some of his own delicacies for her, and that
she should drink from his ownwine.

2 And Judith said, “I can’t eat of it, lest
there be an occasion of stumbling; but pro-
vision will be made for me from the things
that have comewithme.”

3 And Holofernes said to her, “But if the
things that are with you should run out,

fromwherewillwebeable togiveyoumore
like it? For there is none of your race with
us.”

4 And Judith said to him, “As your soul
lives, my lord, your servant will not use up
those things that arewithme until the Lord
works by my hand the things that he has
determined.”

5 Then Holofernes’ servants brought her
into the tent, and she slept until midnight.
Then she rose up towards the morning
watch,

6 and sent to Holofernes, saying, “Let my
lord now command that they allow your
servant to go out to pray.”

7Holofernes commanded his guards that
they should not stop her. She stayed in
the camp three days, and went out every
night into thevalleyofBethulia andwashed
herself at the fountain ofwater in the camp.

8 And when she came up, she implored
the Lord God of Israel to direct her way to
the triumph of the children of his people.

9 She came in clean and remained in the
tent until she ate her food towards evening.

10 It came to pass on the fourth day, that
Holofernes made a feast for his own ser-
vants only, and called none of the officers
to the banquet.

11And he said to Bagoas the eunuch, who
had charge over all that he had, “Go now,
and persuade this Hebrew woman who is
with you that she come to us, and eat and
drink with us.

12For behold, it would be a disgrace if we
shall let such a woman go, not having had
her company; for if we don’t draw her to
ourselves, she will laugh us to scorn.”

13 Bagoas went from the presence of
Holofernes, and came in to her, and said,
“Let this fair lady not fear to come to my
lord, and to be honoured in his presence,
and to drink wine and be merry with us,
and to bemade this day as one of the daugh-
ters of the children of Asshur who serve in
Nebuchadnezzar’s palace.”

14 Judith said to him, “Who am I, that I
should contradict my lord? For whatever
would be pleasing in his eyes, I will do
speedily, and this will be my joy to the day
of my death.”

15 She arose, and decked herself with her
apparel and all herwoman’s attire; and her
servantwent and laid fleeces on the ground
for her next to Holofernes, which she had
received fromBagoas for her daily use, that
shemight sit and eat upon them.

16 Judith came in and sat down, and
Holofernes’ heart was ravished with her.
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His passion was aroused, and he exceed-
ingly desired her company. He was watch-
ing for a time to deceive her from the day
that he had seen her.

17Holofernes said to her, “Drink now, and
bemerry with us.”

18 Judith said, “I will drink now, my lord,
because my life is magnified in me this day
more than all the days since I was born.”

19Then she tookandate anddrankbefore
himwhat her servant had prepared.

20 Holofernes took great delight in her,
and drank exceedingly much wine, more
than he had drunk at any time in one day
since he was born.

13
1 But when the evening had come, his

servants hurried to depart. Bagoas shut
the tent outside, and dismissed those who
waited from the presence of his lord. They
went away to their beds; for they were all
weary, because the feast had been long.

2But Judithwas left alone in the tent,with
Holofernes lying along upon his bed; for he
was drunk with wine.

3 Judith had said to her servant that she
should stand outside her bedchamber, and
wait for her to come out, as she did daily;
for she said she would go out to her prayer.
She spoke to Bagoas according to the same
words.

4 All went away from her presence, and
none was left in the bedchamber, small or
great. Judith, standing by his bed, said in
her heart, O Lord God of all power, look in
this hour upon the works of my hands for
the exaltation of Jerusalem.

5 For now is the time to help your in-
heritance, and to do the thing that I have
purposed to the destruction of the enemies
which have risen up against us.

6 She came to the bedpost which was at
Holofernes’ head, and took down his sword
from there.

7 She drew near to the bed, took hold of
the hair of his head, and said, “Strengthen
me, O Lord God of Israel, this day.”

8 She struck twice upon his neck with all
her might and cut off his head,

9 tumbled his body down from the bed,
and took down the canopy from the posts.
After a little while she went out, and gave
Holofernes’ head to her maid;

10 and she put it in her bag of food. They
bothwent out together to prayer, according
to their custom. They passed through the
camp, circled around that valley, and went
up to themountain of Bethulia, and came to
its gates.

11 Judith said afar off to the watchmen
at the gates, “Open, open the gate, now.

God is with us, even our God, to show his
power yet in Israel, and his might against
the enemy, as he has done even this day.”

12 It came to pass, when the men of her
city heard her voice, they made haste to
go down to the gate of their city, and they
called together the elders of the city.

13 They all ran together, both small and
great, for it seemed unbelievable to them
that she had come. They opened the gate
and received them, making a fire to give
light, and surrounded them.

14 She said to them with a loud voice,
“Praise God! Praise him! Praise God, who
has not taken away his mercy from the
house of Israel, but has destroyed our ene-
mies bymy hand tonight!”

15 Then she took the head out of the bag
and showed it, and said to them, “Behold,
the head of Holofernes, the chief captain
of the army of Asshur, and behold, the
canopyunderwhich he laid in his drunken-
ness. The Lord struck him by the hand of a
woman.

16 And as the Lord lives, who preserved
me in my way that I went, my countenance
deceived him to his destruction, and he
didn’t commit sin with me, to defile and
shameme.”

17 All the people were exceedingly
amazed, and bowed themselves, and
worshipped God, and said with one accord,
“Blessed are you, O our God, who have
this day humiliated the enemies of your
people.”

18 Ozias said to her, “Blessed are you,
daughter, in the sight of the Most High God,
above all the women upon the earth; and
blessed is the Lord God, who created the
heavens and the earth, who directed you
to cut off the head of the prince of our
enemies.

19 For your hope will not depart from the
heart ofmen that remember the strength of
God forever.

20 May God turn these things to you for
a perpetual praise, to visit you with good
things, because you didn’t spare your life
by reason of the affliction of our race, but
prevented our ruin, walking a straight way
before our God.”
And all the people said, “Amen! Amen!”

14
1 Judith said to them, “Hear me now, my

kindred, and take this head, and hang it
upon the battlement of your wall.

2 It will be, so soon as the morning ap-
pears, and the sun comes up on the earth,
you shall each take up his weapons of war,
and every valiant man of you go out of the
city. You shall set a captain over them, as
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though you would go down to the plain to-
wards the watch of the children of Asshur;
but youmen shall not go down.

3 These will take up their full armour,
and shall go into their camp and rouse up
the captains of the army of Asshur. They
will run together to Holofernes’ tent. They
won’t find him. Fear will fall upon them,
and they will flee before your face.

4Youmen, and all that inhabit every bor-
der of Israel, shall pursue them and over-
throw them as they go.

5But before you do these things, summon
Achior theAmmonite tome, thathemaysee
and know him that despised the house of
Israel, and that sent him to us, as it were to
death.

6And they called Achior out of the house
of Ozias; but when he came, and saw the
head of Holofernes in a man’s hand in the
assemblyof thepeople, he felluponhis face,
and his spirit failed.

7 But when they had recovered him,† he
fell at Judith’s feet, bowed down to her,
and said, “Blessed are you in every tent of
Judah! In every nation, those who hear
your namewill be troubled.

8Now tell me all the things that you have
done in these days.”
And Judith declared tohim in themidst of

the people all the things that she had done,
from the day that she went out until the
time that she spoke to them.

9Butwhenshefinishedspeaking, thepeo-
ple shouted with a loud voice, and made a
joyful noise in their city.

10Butwhen Achior saw all the things that
the God of Israel had done, he believed in
God exceedingly, and circumcised the flesh
of his foreskin, and was joined to the house
of Israel, to this day.

11But as soon as the morning arose, they
hanged the head of Holofernes upon the
wall, and every man took up his weapons,
and theywent forth by bands to the ascents
of themountain.

12 But when the children of Asshur saw
them, they sent word to their leaders, and
they went to their captains and tribunes,
and to every one of their rulers.

13They came toHolofernes’ tent, and said
to him that was over all that he had, “Wake
our lord up, now, for the slaves have been
bold to come down against us to battle, that
theymay be utterly destroyed.”

14 Bagoas went in, and knocked at the
outer door of the tent; for he supposed that
Holofernes was sleeping with Judith.

15But when no one answered, he opened
it, went into the bedchamber, and found

him cast upon the threshold dead; and his
head had been taken from him.

16He cried with a loud voice, with weep-
ing, groaning, and shouting, and tore his
garments.

17 He entered into the tent where Judith
lodged, and he didn’t find her. He leapt out
to the people, and cried aloud,

18 “The slaves have dealt treacherously!
One woman of the Hebrews has brought
shame upon the house of King Nebuchad-
nezzar; for, behold, Holofernes lies upon
the ground, and his head is not on him!”

19 But when the rulers of the army of
Asshur heard this, they tore their tunics,
and their souls were troubled exceedingly.
There were cries and an exceedingly great
noise in themidst of the camp.

15
1 When those who were in the tents

heard, they were amazed at what hap-
pened.

2Trembling and fear fell upon them, and
no man dared stay any more in the sight
of his neighbour, but rushing out with one
accord, they fled into everyway of the plain
and of the hill country.

3 Those who had encamped in the hill
country round about Bethulia fled away.
And then the children of Israel, every one
who was a warrior amongst them, rushed
out upon them.

4 Ozias sent to Betomasthaim, Bebai,
Chobai, and Chola, and to every border
of Israel, to tell about the things that had
been accomplished, and that all should
rush upon their enemies to destroy them.

5 But when the children of Israel heard
this, theyall fellupon themwithoneaccord,
and struck them to Chobai. Yes, and in like
manner also, people from Jerusalem and
from all the hill country came (formen had
told them about what happened in their
enemies’ camp), and those who were in
Gilead and in Galilee fell upon their flank
with a great slaughter, until they were past
Damascus and its borders.

6 The rest of the people who lived at
Bethulia fell upon the camp of Asshur, and
plundered them, and were enriched ex-
ceedingly.

7The children of Israel returned from the
slaughter, and got possession of that which
remained. The villages and the cities that
were in the hill country and in the plain
country took many spoils; for there was an
exceedingly great supply.

8 Joakim the high priest, and the el-
ders of the children of Israel who lived

† 14:7: Many authorities read he had recovered himself.
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in Jerusalem, came to see the good things
which the Lord had showed to Israel, and to
see Judith and to greet her.

9When they came to her, they all blessed
her with one accord, and said to her, “You
are the exaltation of Jerusalem! You are
the great glory of Israel! You are the great
rejoicing of our race!

10 You have done all these things by your
hand. You have done with Israel the things
that are good, and God is pleased with it.
May you be blessed by the Almighty Lord
forever!”
And all the people said, “Amen!”
11 And the people plundered the camp

for thirty days; and they gave Holofernes’
tent to Judith, along with all his silver cups,
his beds, his bowls, and all his furniture.
She took them, placed them on her mule,
prepared her wagons, and piled them on it.

12 And all the women of Israel ran to-
gether to see her; and they blessed her, and
made a dance amongst them for her. She
took branches in her hand, and distributed
them to the womenwhowere with her.†

13 Then they made themselves garlands
of olive, she and those who were with her,
and she went before all the people in the
dance, leading all the women. All the men
of Israel followed in their armour with gar-
lands, and with songs in their mouths.

16
1 And Judith began to sing this song of

thanksgiving in all Israel, and all the people
sang with loud voices this song of praise.

2 Judith said,
“Begin a song to my Godwith timbrels.

Sing to my Lord with cymbals.
Makemelody to himwith psalmandpraise.

Exalt him, and call upon his name.
3For theLord is theGod that crushesbattles.

For in his armies in the midst of the
people,

he delivered me out of the hand of
those who persecutedme.

4 Asshur came out of the mountains from
the north.

He came with ten thousands of his
army.

Its multitude stopped the torrents.
Their horsemen covered the hills.

5Hesaid that hewouldburnupmyborders,
kill my youngmenwith the sword,
throw my nursing children to the
ground,

give my infants up as prey,
andmakemy virgins a plunder.

6 “TheAlmighty Lord brought them to noth-
ing by the hand of a woman.

7 For their mighty one didn’t fall by
youngmen,

neither did sons of the Titans strike
him.

Tall giants didn’t attack him,
but Judith the daughter ofMerarimade
him weak with the beauty of her
countenance.

8 “For she put off the apparel of her widow-
hood

for the exaltation of those who were
distressed in Israel.

She anointed her face with ointment,
bound her hair in a tiara,
and took a linen garment to deceive
him.

9Her sandal ravished his eye.
Her beauty took his soul prisoner.
The sword passed through his neck.

10 “The Persians quaked at her daring.
The Medes were daunted at her bold-
ness.

11 “Thenmy lowly ones shouted aloud.
My oppressed people were terrified
and trembled for fear.

They lifted up their voices and the en-
emy fled.

12 The children of slave-girls pierced them
through,

and wounded them as fugitives’ chil-
dren.

They perished by the army of my Lord.

13 “I will sing to my God a new song:
O Lord, you are great and glorious,
marvellous in strength, invincible.

14Let all your creation serve you;
for you spoke, and they weremade.

You sent out your spirit, and it built them.
There is no one who can resist your
voice.

15 For the mountains will be moved from
their foundations with the waters,

and the rocks will melt as wax at your
presence:

But you are yet merciful to those who
fear you.

16For all sacrifice is little for a sweet savour,
and all the fat is very little for a whole
burnt offering to you;

but he who fears the Lord is great con-
tinually.

17 “Woe to the nations who rise up against
my race!

The Lord Almightywill take vengeance
on them in the day of judgement

and put fire and worms in their flesh;
† 15:12: Compare 2Maccabees 10:7.
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and they will weep and feel their pain
forever.”

18 Now when they came to Jerusalem,
they worshipped God. When the people
were purified, they offered their whole
burnt offerings, their free will offerings,
and their gifts.

19 Judith dedicated all Holofernes’ stuff,
which the people had given her, and gave
the canopy, which she had taken for herself
out of his bedchamber, for a gift to the Lord.

20 And the people continued feasting in
Jerusalem before the sanctuary for three
months, and Judith remained with them.

21After these days, everyone departed to
his own inheritance. Judith went away to
Bethulia, and remained in her own posses-
sion, and was honourable in her time in all
the land.

22 Many desired her, but no man knew
her all the days of her life from the day
that Manasses her husband died and was
gathered to his people.

23 She increased in greatness exceed-
ingly; and she grew old in her husband’s
house, to one hundred and five years. She
let her maid go free. Then she died in
Bethulia. They buried her in the cave of her
husbandManasses.

24 The house of Israel mourned for her
seven days. She distributed her goods be-
fore she died to all those who were nearest
of kin to Manasses her husband, and to
thosewhowerenearestofherownkindred.

25 There was no one who made the chil-
dren of Israel afraid anymore in the days of
Judith, nor for a long time after her death.
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Esther
translated from the Greek

Septuagint
Introduction

The book of Esther in the Greek Septu-
agint contains 5 additions that the tradi-
tional Hebrew text doesn’t have. These
additions are recognised as Deuterocanon-
ical Scripture by the Roman Catholic, Greek
Orthodox, andRussianOrthodoxChurches.
Those additions are enclosed in [square
brackets]. Because the additions by them-
selvesmake little sensewithout thebroader
contextof thebook,wepresentherea trans-
lation of the whole book of Esther from the
Greek.
We have chosen not to distract the reader

with confusing out-of-order chapter num-
bers that would result from using the KJV
versification, but rather merge these 5 ad-
ditions as extensions at the beginning of 1:1
and after 3:13, 4:17, 8:12, and 10:3. This
makes some verses (1:1, 5:1, and 8:12) re-
ally long, but it also makes the verses line
up with the same verse numbers in Esther
as translated from the traditional Hebrew
text. Some of the proper names in this book
have been changed to the more familiar
Hebrew form instead of the direct translit-
eration from the Greek.

1 [In the second year of the reign of Aha-
suerus the great king, on the first day of
Nisan, Mordecai the son of Jair, the son
of Shimei, the son of Kish, of the tribe of
Benjamin, a Jew dwelling in the city Susa,
a great man, serving in the king’s palace,
saw a vision. Now he was one of the cap-
tives whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Baby-
lon had carried captive from Jerusalem
with Jeconiah the king of Judea. This was
his dream: Behold, voices and a noise,
thunders and earthquake, tumult upon the
earth. And, behold, two great serpents
came out, both ready for conflict. A great
voice came from them. Every nation was
prepared for battle by their voice, even to
fight against the nation of the just. Be-
hold, a day of darkness and blackness, suf-
fering and anguish, affection and tumult
upon the earth. And all the righteous na-
tion was troubled, fearing their own afflic-
tions. They prepared to die, and cried to
God. Something like a great river from a
little spring with much water, came from
their cry. Light and the sun arose, and
the lowly were exalted, and devoured the
honourable.

Mordecai, who had seen this vision and
what God desired to do, having arisen, kept
it in his heart, and desired by all means to
interpret it, even until night.
Mordecai rested quietly in the palace

with Gabatha and Tharrha the king’s two
chamberlains, eunuchs who guarded the
palace. He heard their conversation and
searched out their plans. He learnt that
they were preparing to lay hands on King
Ahasuerus; and he informed the king con-
cerning them. The king examined the
two chamberlains. They confessed, and
were led away and executed. The king
wrote these things for a record. Morde-
cai also wrote concerning these matters.
The king commanded Mordecai to serve in
the palace, and gave gifts for this service.
But Haman the son of Hammedatha the
Bougean was honoured in the sight of the
king, and he endeavored to harmMordecai
and his people, because of the king’s two
chamberlains.]

†And it came to pass after these things‡in
the days of Ahasuerus, —(this Ahasuerus
ruled over one hundred and twenty-seven
provinces from India)—

2 in thosedays,whenKingAhasueruswas
on the throne in the city of Susa,

3 in the third year of his reign, he made a
feast forhis friends, forpeople fromthe rest
of the nations, for the nobles of the Persians
and Medes, and for the chief of the local
governors.

4After this—after he had shown them the
wealth of his kingdom and the abundant
glory of hiswealth during one hundred and
eighty days—

5when thedaysof thewedding feastwere
completed, the kingmade a banquet lasting
six days for the people of the nations who
were present in the city, in the court of the
king’s house,

6which was adorned with fine linen and
flax on cords of fine linen and purple, fas-
tened to goldenand silver studsonpillars of
whitemarble and stone. Therewere golden
and silver couches on a pavement of emer-
ald stone, and of mother-of-pearl, and of
white marble, with transparent coverings
variously flowered, having roses arranged
around it.

7 There were gold and silver cups, and a
small cup of carbuncle set out, of the value
of thirty thousand talents, with abundant
and sweet wine, which the king himself
drank.

8 This banquet was not according to the
appointed law, but as the king desired to

† 1:1: Note: In theHebrew and some copies of LXX, Esther begins here. ‡ 1:1: Greekwords.
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have it. Hecharged the stewards toperform
his will and that of the company.

9 Also Vashti the queen made a banquet
for the women in the palace where King
Ahasuerus lived.

10 Now on the seventh day, the king, be-
ing merry, told Haman, Bazan, Tharrha,
Baraze, Zatholtha, Abataza, and Tharaba,
the seven chamberlains, servants of King
Ahasuerus,

11 to bring in the queen to him, to§ en-
throne her, and crownherwith the diadem,
and to show her to the princes, and her
beauty to the nations, for shewas beautiful.

12But queen Vashti refused to come with
the chamberlains; so the king was grieved
and angered.

13And he said to his friends, “This is what
Vashti said. Therefore pronounce your le-
gal judgement on this case.”

14 So Arkesaeus, Sarsathaeus, and
Malisear, the princes of the Persians and
Medes, who were near the king, who sat
chief in rank by the king, drew near to him,

15 and reported to him according to the
laws what it was proper to do to queen
Vashti, because she had not done the things
commanded by the king through the cham-
berlains.

16 And Memucan said to the king and to
the princes, “QueenVashti has notwronged
the king only, but also all the king’s rulers
and princes;

17 for he has told them the words of the
queen, andhow she†disobeyed the king. As
she then refused to obey King Ahasuerus,

18 so this day the other wives of the chiefs
of the Persians and Medes, having heard
what she said to the king, will dare in the
sameway to dishonour their husbands.

19 If then it seems good to the king, let him
make a royal decree, and let it be written
according to the laws of theMedes and Per-
sians, and let him not alter it: ‘Don’t allow
the queen to come in to him any more. Let
the king give her royalty to a woman better
than she.’

20 Let the law of the king which he will
have made be widely proclaimed in his
kingdom. Then all the women will give
honour to their husbands, from the poor
even to the rich.”

21 This advice pleased the king and the
princes; and the king did as Memucan had
said,

22 and sent into all his kingdom through
the several provinces, according to their
language, so that men might be feared in
their own houses.

2
1After this, the king’s anger was pacified,

and he no more mentioned Vashti, bearing
inmindwhat she had said, and how he had
condemned her.

2 Then the servants of the king said, “Let
chaste, beautiful young virgins be sought
for the king.

3 Let the king appoint local governors
in all the provinces of his kingdom, and
let them select beautiful, chaste young
ladies and bring them to the city Susa,
into the women’s apartment. Let them be
consigned to the king’s chamberlain, the
keeper of the women. Then let things for
purification and other needs be given to
them.

4 Let the woman who pleases the king be
queen instead of Vashti.”
This thing pleased the king; andhe did so.
5Nowtherewasa Jew in thecitySusa, and

his name was Mordecai, the son of Jairus,
the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, of the
tribe of Benjamin.

6He had been brought as a prisoner from
Jerusalem, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon had carried into captivity.

7He had a foster child, daughter of Ami-
nadab his father’s brother. Her name was
Esther. When her parents died, he brought
her up towomanhood as his own. This lady
was beautiful.

8 And because the king’s ordinance was
published, many ladies were gathered to
the city of Susa under the hand of Hegai;
and Esther was brought to Hegai, the
keeper of the women.

9 The lady pleased him, and she found
favour in his sight. He hurried to give her
the things for purification, her portion, and
the sevenmaidens appointed her out of the
palace. He treated her and her maidens
well in the women’s apartment.

10 But Esther didn’t reveal her family or
her kindred, for Mordecai had charged her
not to tell.

11 But Mordecai used to walk every day
by the women’s court, to see what would
become of Esther.

12 Now this was the time for a virgin to
go into the king, when she had completed
twelve months; for so are the days of pu-
rification fulfilled, six months while they
are anointing themselveswith oil ofmyrrh,
and six months with spices and women’s
purifications.

13 And then the lady goes in to the king.
The officer that he commands to do so will
bring her to come in with him from the
women’s apartment to the king’s chamber.

§ 1:11: Greek to make her queen. † 1:17: Greek contradicted.
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14 She enters in the evening, and in the
morning shedeparts to the secondwomen’s
apartment, where Hegai the king’s cham-
berlain is keeper of thewomen. She doesn’t
go in to the king again, unless she is called
by name.

15Andwhen the time was fulfilled for Es-
ther the daughter of Aminadab the brother
of Mordecai’s father to go in to the king,
she neglected nothing which the chamber-
lain, the women’s keeper, commanded; for
Esther found grace in the sight of all who
looked at her.

16 So Esther went in to King Ahasuerus
in the twelfth month, which is Adar, in the
seventh year of his reign.

17 The king loved Esther, and she found
favour beyond all the other virgins. He put
the queen’s crown on her.

18 The king made a banquet for all his
friends and great men for seven days, and
hehighly celebrated themarriageofEsther;
andhe granted a remission of taxes to those
whowere under his dominion.

19 Meanwhile, Mordecai served in the
courtyard.

20NowEsther had not revealed her coun-
try, for so Mordecai commanded her, to
fear God, and perform his commandments,
as when she was with him. Esther didn’t
change her manner of life.

21 Two chamberlains of the king, the
chiefs of the body-guard, were grieved, be-
cause Mordecai was promoted; and they
sought to kill King Ahasuerus.

22 And the matter was discovered by
Mordecai, and he made it known to Esther,
and she declared to the king the matter of
the conspiracy.

23 And the king examined the two cham-
berlains and hanged them. Then the king
gave orders to make a note for a memorial
in the royal library of the goodwill shown
byMordecai, as a commendation.

3
1 After this, King Ahasuerus highly hon-

oured Haman the son of Hammedatha, the
Bugaean. He exalted him and set his seat
above all his friends.

2 All in the palace bowed down to him,
for so the king had given orders to do; but
Mordecai didn’t bow down to him.

3 And they in the king’s palace said
to Mordecai, “Mordecai, why do you
transgress the commands of the king?”

4They questioned himdaily, but he didn’t
listen to them; so they reported to Haman
thatMordecai resisted the commandsof the

king; andMordecai had shown to them that
he was a Jew.

5 When Haman understood that Morde-
cai didn’t bow down to him, he was greatly
enraged,

6 and plotted to utterly destroy all the
Jews who were under the rule of Aha-
suerus.

7 In the twelfth year of the reign of Aha-
suerus, Haman made a decision by casting
lots by day and month, to kill the race of
Mordecai in one day. The lot fell on the
fourteenth day of themonth of Adar.

8 So he spoke to King Ahasuerus, saying,
“There is a nation scattered amongst the
nations in all your kingdom, and their laws
differ from all the other nations. They dis-
obey the king’s laws. It is not expedient for
the king to tolerate them.

9 If it seemgood to theking, lethimmakea
decree to destroy them, and Iwill remit into
the king’s treasury ten thousand talents of
silver.”

10So the king took off his ring, and gave it
into the hands of Haman to seal the decrees
against the Jews.

11 The king said to Haman, “Keep the sil-
ver, and treat the nation as you will.”

12 So the king’s recorders were called in
the first month, on the thirteenth day, and
they wrote as Haman commanded to the
captains and governors in every province,
from India even to Ethiopia, to one hun-
dred and twenty-seven provinces; and to
the rulers of the nations according to their
languages, in the name of King Ahasuerus.

13 The message was sent by couriers
throughout the kingdom of Ahasuerus, to
utterly destroy the race of the Jews on the
first day of the twelfth month, which is
Adar, and to plunder their goods.† [The
following is the copy of the letter. “From the
great King Ahasuerus to the rulers and the
governors under them of one hundred and
twenty-seven provinces, from India even to
Ethiopia, who hold authority under him:

“Ruling over many nations and having
obtained dominion over the whole world,
I was determined (not elated by the confi-
dence of power, but ever conductingmyself
with great moderation and gentleness) to
make the lives of my subjects continually
tranquil, desiringboth tomaintain theking-
dom quiet and orderly to its utmost limits,
and to restore the peace desired by all men.
When I had asked my counsellors how this
should be brought to pass, Haman, who
excels in soundness of judgement amongst
us, and has been manifestly well inclined

† 3:13: Note: The part in brackets is not inHebrew



Esther (Greek) 3:14 810 Esther (Greek) 4:22

without wavering and with unshaken fi-
delity, and had obtained the second post
in the kingdom, informed us that a certain
ill-disposed people is scattered amongst all
the tribes throughout the world, opposed
in their law to every other nation, and con-
tinually neglecting the commands of the
king, so that the united government blame-
lessly administered by us is not quietly es-
tablished. Having then conceived that this
nation is continually set in opposition to
every man, introducing as a change a for-
eign code of laws, and injuriously plotting
to accomplish the worst of evils against our
interests, and against the happy establish-
ment of the monarchy, we instruct you in
the letterwritten byHaman,who is set over
the public affairs and is our second gover-
nor, to destroy them all utterly with their
wives and children by the swords of the
enemies, without pitying or sparing any,
on the fourteenth day of the twelfth month
Adar, of the present year; that the people
aforetimeandnow ill-disposed toushaving
been violently consigned to death in one
day, may hereafter secure to us continu-
ally a well constituted and quiet state of
affairs.”]

14 Copies of the letters were published in
every province; and an order was given to
all the nations to be ready for that day.

15 This business was hastened also in
Susa. The king and Haman began to drink,
but the city was confused.

4
1 But Mordecai, having perceived what

was done, tore his garments, put on sack-
cloth, and sprinkled dust upon himself.
Having rushed forth through the open
street of the city, he cried with a loud voice,
“Anation that has donenowrong is going to
be destroyed!”

2Hecame to theking’s gate, and stood; for
it was not lawful for him to enter into the
palace wearing sackcloth and ashes.

3And in every province where the letters
were published, therewas crying, lamenta-
tion, and great mourning on the part of the
Jews. They wore sackcloth and ashes.

4 The queen’s maids and chamberlains
went in and told her; and when she had
heard what was done, she was deeply trou-
bled. She sent clothes to Mordecai to re-
place his sackcloth, but he refused.

5 So Esther called for her chamberlain
Hathach, who waited upon her; and she
sent to learn the truth fromMordecai.

7 Mordecai showed him what was done,
and the promise which Haman had made

the king of ten thousand talents to be paid
into the treasury, that he might destroy the
Jews.

8 And he gave him the copy of what was
published in Susa concerning their destruc-
tion to show to Esther; and told him to
charge her to go in and entreat the king,
and to beg him for the people. “Remember,
he said, the days of your humble condition,
how youwere nursed bymy hand; because
Haman, who holds the next place to the
king, has spoken against us to cause our
death. Call upon the Lord, and speak to
the king concerning us, to deliver us from
death.”

9SoHathachwent inand toldherall these
words.

10 Esther said to Hathach, “Go to Morde-
cai, and say,

11 ‘All the nations of the empire know
that any man or woman who goes in to
the king into the inner court without being
called, that personmust die, unless the king
stretches out his golden sceptre; then he
shall live. I haven’t beencalled to go into the
king for thirty days.’ ”

12SoHathachreported toMordecai all the
words of Esther.

13 Then Mordecai said to Hathach, “Go,
and say to her, ‘Esther, don’t say to yourself
that you alone will escape in the kingdom,
more than all the other Jews.

14 For if you keep quiet on this occasion,
help and protection will come to the Jews
from another place; but you and your fa-
ther’s house will perish. Who knows if you
have beenmade queen for this occasion?’ ”

15 And Esther sent the messenger who
came to her to Mordecai, saying,

16 “Go and assemble the Jews that are in
Susa, and all of you fast for me. Don’t eat
or drink for three days, night and day. My
maidens and I will also fast. Then I will go
in to the king contrary to the law, even if I
must die.”

17 So Mordecai went and did all that Es-
ther commanded him.†

18 [He prayed to the Lord, making men-
tion of all the works of the Lord.

19He said, “Lord God, you are king ruling
over all, for all things are in your power,
and there is no one who can oppose you in
your purpose to save Israel;

20 for you have made the heaven and
the earth and every wonderful thing under
heaven.

21You are Lord of all, and there is no one
who can resist you, Lord.

22 You know all things. You know, Lord,
that it is not in insolence, nor arrogance,

† 4:17: Note: The part between brackets, i.e. to the end of chapter 5 is not in the Hebrew
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nor love of glory, that I have done this, to
refuse to bowdown to the arrogantHaman.

23For Iwould gladly have kissed the soles
of his feet for the safety of Israel.

24 But I have done this that I might not
set the glory of man above the glory of
God. I will not worship anyone except you,
my Lord, and I will not do these things in
arrogance.

25 And now, O Lord God, the King, the
God of Abraham, spare your people, for our
enemies are planning our destruction, and
they have desired to destroy your ancient
inheritance.

26 Do not overlook your people, whom
you have redeemed for yourself out of the
land of Egypt.

27 Listen to my prayer. Have mercy on
your inheritance and turn our mourning
into gladness, that we may live and sing
praise to your name, O Lord. Don’t utterly
destroy the mouth of those who praise you,
O Lord.”

28All Israel cried with all their might, for
death was before their eyes.

29 And queen Esther took refuge in the
Lord, being taken as it were in the agony of
death.

30Having taken off her glorious apparel,
she put on garments of distress andmourn-
ing. Instead of grand perfumes she filled
her head with ashes and dung. She greatly
humbled her body, and she filled every
place of her glad adorningwith her tangled
hair.

31 She implored the Lord God of Israel,
and said, “O my Lord, you alone are our
king. Help me. I am destitute, and have no
helper but you,

32 for my danger is near at hand‡.
33 I have heard frommy birth in the tribe

ofmykindred that you, Lord, took Israel out
of all the nations, and our fathers out of all
their kindred for a perpetual inheritance,
and have done for them all that you have
said.

34 And now we have sinned before you,
and you have delivered us into the hands of
our enemies,

35 because we honoured their gods. You
are righteous, O Lord.

36 But now they have not been content
with the bitterness of our slavery, but have
laid their hands on the hands of their idols

37 to abolish the decree of your mouth,
andutterly todestroyyour inheritance, and
to stop the mouth of those who praise you,
and to extinguish the glory of your house
and your altar,

38 and to open the mouth of the Gentiles
to speak the§ praises of vanities, and that a
mortal king should be admired forever.

39 O Lord, don’t surrender your sceptre
to those who don’t exist, and don’t let them
laugh at our fall, but turn their counsel
against themselves, and make an example
of himwho has begun to injure us.

40 Remember us, O Lord! Manifest your-
self in the time of our affliction. Encourage
me, O King of gods, and ruler of all domin-
ion!

41Put harmonious speech into mymouth
before the lion, and turn his heart to hate
him who fights against us, to the utter de-
struction of those who agree with him.

42 But deliver us by your hand, and help
mewho am alone and have no one but you,
O Lord.

43 You know all things, and know that I
hate the glory of transgressors,† and that I
abhor the bed of the uncircumcised and of
every stranger.

44You knowmy necessity, for I abhor the
symbol of my proud station, which is upon
my head in the days of my‡ splendour. I
abhor it as a menstruous cloth, and I don’t
wear it in the days of my tranquillity.

45 Your handmaid has not eaten at
Haman’s table, and I havenot honoured the
banquet of the king, neither have I drunk
wine of libations.

46 Neither has your handmaid rejoiced
since the day of my promotion until now,
except in you, O Lord God of Abraham.

47 O god, who has power over all, listen
to the voice of the desperate, and deliver us
fromthehandof thosewhodevisemischief.
Deliver me frommy fear.]

5
1 †It came to pass on the third day, when

she had ceased praying, that she took off
her servant’s dress and put on her glorious
apparel. Being splendidly dressed and hav-
ing called upon God the Overseer and Pre-
server of all things, she took her twomaids,
and she leaned upon one, as a delicate fe-
male, and the other followed bearing her
train. She was blooming in the perfection
of her beauty. Her face was cheerful and
looked lovely, but her heart was filled with
fear. Having passed through all the doors,
she stood before the king. He was sitting
on his royal throne. He had put on all his
glorious apparel, covered all overwith gold
and precious stones, and was very terrify-
ing. And having raised his face resplendent
with glory, he looked with intense anger.

‡ 4:32: Greek in my hand. § 4:38: Greek virtues. † 4:43: Or, opinion. ‡ 4:44: Greek vision. † 5:1: From
the first verse to the third, the Greekwidely differs from the Hebrew
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The queen fell, and changed her colour as
she fainted. She bowed herself upon the
head of the maid who went before her. But
God changed the spirit of the king to gen-
tleness, and in intense feeling, he sprang
from off his throne, and took her into his
arms, until she recovered. He comforted
her with peaceful words, and said to her,
“What is the matter, Esther? I am your
relative. Cheer up! You shall not die, for our
command is openly declared to you: ‘Draw
near.’ ”

2Andhaving raised the golden sceptre, he
laid it uponher neck, and embracedher. He
said, “Speak to me.”
So she said to him, “I saw you, my lord, as

an angel of God, andmyheartwas troubled
for fear of your glory; for you, my lord, are
to be wondered at, and your face is full of
grace.” While shewas speaking, she fainted
and fell.
Then the king was troubled, and all his

servants comforted her.
3 The king said, “What do you desire, Es-

ther? What is your request? Ask even to the
half of my kingdom, and it shall be yours.”

4 Esther said, “Today is a special day. So
if it seems good to the king, let both him
and Haman come to the feast which I will
prepare this day.”

5The king said, “Hurry and bring Haman
here, that we may do as Esther said.” So
they both came to the feast about which
Esther had spoken.

6 At the banquet, the king said to Esther,
“What is your request, queen Esther? You
shall have all that you require.”

7She said, “Myrequest andmypetition is:
8 if I have found favour in the king’s sight,

let the king and Haman come again tomor-
row to the feast which I shall prepare for
them, and tomorrow Iwill do as I havedone
today.”

9 So Haman went out from the king very
glad and merry; but when Haman saw
Mordecai the Jew in the court, he was
greatly enraged.

10 Having gone into his own house, he
called his friends, and his wife Zeresh.

11 He showed them his wealth and the
glorywithwhich thekinghad investedhim,
and how he had promoted him to be chief
ruler in the kingdom.

12Haman said, “The queen has called no
one to the feast with the king but me, and I
am invited tomorrow.

13But these things don’t pleasemewhile I
see Mordecai the Jew in the court.

14 Then Zeresh his wife and his friends
said to him, “Let a fifty cubit tall‡ gallows be

made for you. In the morning you speak to
the king, and letMordecai be hanged on the
gallows; but you go in to the feast with the
king, and bemerry.”
The saying pleased Haman, and the gal-

lows was prepared.

6
1 The Lord removed sleep from the king

that night; so he told his servant to bring in
the† books, the registers of daily events, to
read to him.

2And he found the‡ records written con-
cerningMordecai, howhe had told the king
about the king’s two chamberlains, when
they were keeping guard, and sought to lay
hands on Ahasuerus.

3 The king said, “What honour or favour
have we done for Mordecai?”
The king’s servants said, “You haven’t

done anything for him.”
4Andwhile the kingwas enquiring about

the kindness of Mordecai, behold, Haman
was in the court. The king said, “Who is
in the court? Now Haman had come in to
speak to the king about hanging Mordecai
on the gallows which he had prepared.

5 The king’s servants said, “Behold,
Haman stands in the court.”
And the king said, “Call him!”
6The king said to Haman, “What should I

do for themanwhom I wish to honour?”
Haman said within himself, “Whom

would the king honour but myself?”
7 He said to the king, “As for the man

whom the king wishes to honour,
8 let the king’s servants bring the robe of

fine linen which the king puts on, and the
horse on which the king rides,

9 and let him give it to one of the king’s
noble friends, and let him dress the man
whom the king loves. Let him mount him
on the horse, and proclaim through the§
streets of the city, saying, “This is what
will be done for every man whom the king
honours!”

10Then theking said toHaman, “Youhave
spoken well. Do so for Mordecai the Jew,
who waits in the palace, and let not a word
of what you have spoken be neglected!”

11 So Haman took the robe and the horse,
dressed Mordecai, mounted him on the
horse, and went through the streets of the
city, proclaiming, “This is what will be done
for every man whom the king wishes to
honour.”

12 Then Mordecai returned to the palace;
but Haman went home mourning, with his
head covered.

‡ 5:14: Greek a tree cut. † 6:1: Greek letters. ‡ 6:2: Greek letters. § 6:9: Or,wide space.
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13Hamanrelated the events that hadhap-
pened to him to Zeresh his wife and to his
friends. His friendsandhiswife said tohim,
“If Mordecai is of the race of the Jews, and
you have begun to be humbled before him,
you will assuredly fall; and you will not be
able to withstand him, for the living God is
with him.”

14 While they were still speaking, the
chamberlains arrived to rushHaman to the
banquet which Esther had prepared.

7
1 So the king and Hamanwent in to drink

with the queen.
2Theking said toEsther at thebanquet on

the second day, “What is it, queen Esther?
What is your request? What is your peti-
tion? It shall be done for you, up to half of
my kingdom.”

3 She answered and said, “If I have found
favour in the sight of the king, let my life
be granted asmypetition, andmypeople as
my request.

4 For both I and my people are sold for
destruction, pillage, and genocide. If both
we and our children were sold for male
and female slaves, I would not have both-
ered you, for this† isn’t worthy of the king’s
palace.”

5The king said, “Who has dared to do this
thing?”

6 Esther said, “The enemy is Haman, this
wickedman!”
Then Haman was terrified in the pres-

ence of the king and the queen.
7The king rose up from the banquet to go

into the garden. Haman began to beg the
queen for mercy, for he saw that he was in
serious trouble.

8The king returned from the garden; and
Haman had fallen upon the couch, begging
the queen for mercy. The king said, “Will
you even assault mywife inmy house?”
And when Haman heard it, he changed

countenance.
9 And Bugathan, one of the chamber-

lains, said to the king, “Behold, Haman has
also prepared a gallows for Mordecai, who
spoke concerning the king, and a fifty cubit
high gallows has been set up on Haman’s
property.”
The king said, “Let him be‡ hanged on it!”
10 So Haman was hanged on the gallows

that had been prepared forMordecai. Then
the king’s wrath was abated.

8
1 On that day, King Ahasuerus gave to

Esther all that belonged to Haman the slan-
derer. The king called Mordecai, for Esther
had told that he was related to her.

2 The king took the ring which he had
taken away from Haman and gave it to
Mordecai. Esther appointed Mordecai over
all that had been Haman’s.

3 She spoke yet again to the king, and
fell at his feet, and implored him to undo
Haman’s mischief and all that he had done
against the Jews.

4Then the king extended the golden scep-
tre to Esther; andEsther arose to standnear
the king.

5Esther said, “If it seems good to you, and
I have found favour in your sight, let an
order be sent that the letters sent byHaman
may be reversed—letters that were written
for the destruction of the Jews who are in
your kingdom.

6 For how could I see the affliction of
my people, and how could I survive the
destruction of my† kindred?”

7 Then the king said to Esther, “If I have
given and freely granted you all that was
Haman’s, and hanged him on a gallows be-
cause he laid his hands upon the Jews, what
more do you seek?

8Write inmynamewhatever seems good
to you, and seal it with my ring; for what-
ever is written at the command of the king,
and sealedwithmyring, cannot be counter-
manded.

9 So the scribes were called in the first
month, which is Nisan, on the twenty-third
day of the same year; and orderswerewrit-
ten to the Jews, whatever the king had com-
manded to the‡ local governors and chiefs
of the local governors, from India even to
Ethiopia—one hundred and twenty-seven
local governors, according to the several
provinces, in their own languages.

10Theywerewritten by order of the king,
sealed with his ring, and the letters were
sent by the couriers.

11 In them, he charged them to use their
own laws in every city, to help each other,
and to treat their adversaries and those
who attacked them as they pleased,

12 on one day in all the kingdom of Aha-
suerus, on the thirteenth day of the twelfth
month, which is Adar.

13Let the copies be posted in conspicuous
places throughout the kingdom. Let all
the Jews be ready against this day, to fight
against their enemies. The following is a
copy of the letter containing orders:

† 7:4: seeHebrew: slanderer ‡ 7:9: Or, impaled. † 8:6: Greek country. ‡ 8:9: Greek stewards. § 8:13: the
passages in brackets are not in theHebrew.
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§[The great King Ahasuerus sends greet-
ings to the rulers of provinces in one
hundred and twenty-seven local gover-
nance regions, from India to Ethiopia, even
to those who are faithful to our inter-
ests. Many who have been frequently
honoured by the most abundant kindness
of their†benefactors have conceived ambi-
tious designs, and not only endeavour to
hurt our subjects, but moreover, not being
able to bear prosperity, they also endeav-
our to plot against their own benefactors.
They not only would utterly abolish grat-
itude from amongst men, but also, elated
by the boastings of men who are strangers
to all that is good, they supposed that they
would escape the sin-hating vengeance of
the ever-seeing God. And oftentimes evil
exhortation hasmade partakers of the guilt
of shedding innocent blood, and has in-
volved in irremediable calamities many of
those who had been appointed to offices of
authority, who had been entrustedwith the
management of their friends’ affairs; while
men, by the false sophistry of an evil dis-
position, havedeceived the simple goodwill
of the ruling powers. And it is possible to
see this, not so much from more ancient
traditional accounts, as it is immediately
in your power to see it by examining what
things have been wickedly‡ perpetrated by
the baseness of men unworthily holding
power. It is right to take heed with regard
to the future, thatwemaymaintain the gov-
ernment in undisturbed peace for all men,
adoptingneedful changes, andever judging
those cases which come under our notice
with truly equitable decisions. Forwhereas
Haman, a Macedonian, the son of Hamme-
datha, in reality an alien from the blood of
the Persians, and differing widely from our
mild course of government, having been
hospitably entertained by us, obtained so
large a share of our universal kindness as
to be called our father, and to continue the
person next to the royal throne, reverenced
of all; he however, overcome by§ pride,
endeavored to deprive us of our domin-
ion, and our life;† having by various and
subtle artifices demanded for destruction
both Mordecai our deliverer and perpetual
benefactor, and Esther the blameless con-
sort of our kingdom, alongwith theirwhole
nation. For by these methods he thought,
having surprised us in a defenceless state,
to transfer the dominion of the Persians to
theMacedonians. Butwefind that the Jews,
who have been consigned to destruction by
the‡most abominable ofmen, are notmale-

factors, but living according to themost just
laws, and being the sons of the living God,
the most high and§ mighty, who maintains
the kingdom, to us as well as to our forefa-
thers, in the most excellent order. You will
therefore dowell in refusing to obey the let-
ter sent byHaman the son of Hammedatha,
because he who has done these things has
been hanged with his whole family at the
gates of Susa, Almighty God having swiftly
returned to him a worthy punishment. We
enjoin you then, having openly published
a copy of this letter in every place, to give
the Jews permission to use their own lawful
customsand to strengthen them, that on the
thirteenth of the twelfth month Adar, on
the self-same day, they may defend them-
selves against those who attack them in a
time of affliction. For in the place of the
destruction of the chosen race, Almighty
God has granted them this time of gladness.
Therefore you also, amongst your notable
feasts, must keep a distinct day with all
festivity, that bothnowandhereafter itmay
be a day of deliverance to us and who are
well disposed towards the Persians, but to
those that plotted against us a memorial of
destruction. And every city and province
collectively, which shall not do accordingly,
shall be consumedwithvengeanceby spear
and fire. It shall be made not only inacces-
sible tomen, butmost hateful towild beasts
and birds forever.] Let the copies be posted
in conspicuous places throughout the king-
dom and let all the Jews be ready against
this day, to fight against their enemies.

14 So the horsemen went forth with haste
to perform the king’s commands. The ordi-
nance was also published in Susa.

15 Mordecai went out robed in royal ap-
parel, wearing a golden crown and a dia-
demoffinepurple linen. Thepeople in Susa
saw it and rejoiced.

16The Jews had light and gladness
17 in every city and province where the

ordinance was published. Wherever the
proclamation took place, the Jews had joy
and gladness, feasting and mirth. Many of
the Gentiles were circumcised and became
Jews for fear of the Jews.

9
1 Now in the twelfth month, on the thir-

teenth day of the month, which is Adar, the
letters written by the king arrived.

2 In that day, the adversaries of the Jews
perished; for no one resisted, through fear
of them.

† 8:13: perhaps rulers, see Luke 22. 25. ‡ 8:13: Greek contrived. § 8:13: Greek not having borne. † 8:13:

Greek spirit. ‡ 8:13: Greek thrice guilty. § 8:13: Greek greatest.
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3For the chiefs of the local governors, and
the princes and the royal scribes, honoured
the Jews; for the fear ofMordecai was upon
them.

4 For the order of the king was in force,
that he should be celebrated in all the king-
dom.

6 In the city Susa the Jews killed five hun-
dredmen,

7 including Pharsannes, Delphon, Phasga,
8Pharadatha, Barea, Sarbaca,
9 Marmasima, Ruphaeus, Arsaeus, and

Zabuthaeus,
10 the ten sons of Haman the son of

Hammedatha the Bugaean, the enemy of
the Jews; and theyplundered theirproperty
on the same day.

11 The number of those who perished in
Susa was reported to the king.

12 Then the king said to Esther, “The Jews
have slain five hundred men in the city
Susa. What do you think they have done in
the rest of the country? What more do you
ask, that it may be done for you?”

13 Esther said to the king, “Let it be
granted to the Jews to do the same to them
tomorrow. Also, hang the bodies of the ten
sons of Haman.”

14He permitted it to be done; and he gave
up to the Jews of the city the bodies of the
sons of Haman to hang.

15The Jewsassembled inSusaon the four-
teenthdayofAdarandkilled threehundred
men, but plundered no property.

16 The rest of the Jews who were in the
kingdom assembled, and helped one an-
other, and obtained rest from their ene-
mies; for they destroyedfifteen thousandof
themon the thirteenth day of Adar, but took
no spoil.

17 They rested on the fourteenth of the
samemonth, andkept it as adayof restwith
joy and gladness.

18 The Jews in the city of Susa assembled
also on the fourteenth day and rested; and
they also observed the fifteenth with joy
and gladness.

19 On this account then, the Jews dis-
persed in every foreign land keep the four-
teenth of Adar as a† holy day with joy, each
sending gifts of food to his neighbour.

20Mordecai wrote these things in a book
and sent them to the Jews, as many as were
in the kingdom of Ahasuerus, both those
who were near and those who were far
away,

21 to establish these as joyful days and to
keep the fourteenth and fifteenth of Adar;

22 for on these days the Jews obtained
rest from their enemies; and in that month,
which was Adar, in which a change was
made for them from mourning to joy, and
from sorrow to a holiday, to spend the
whole of it in good days of‡ feasting and
gladness, sending portions to their friends
and to the poor.

23 And the Jews consented to this as
Mordecai wrote to them,

24 showing how Haman the son of
Hammedatha the Macedonian fought
against them, how he made a decree and
cast§ lots to destroy them utterly;

25 also how he went in to the king, telling
him tohangMordecai; but all the calamities
he tried to bring upon the Jews came upon
himself, and he was hanged, along with his
children.

26 Therefore these days were called
Purim, because of the lots (for in their
language they are called Purim) because
of the words of this letter, and because of
all they suffered on this account, and all
that happened to them.

27 Mordecai established it, and the Jews
tookupon themselves, upon their offspring,
and upon those who were joined to them
to observe it, neither would they on any
account behave differently; but these days
were to be a memorial kept in every gener-
ation, city, family, and province.

28 These days of Purim shall be kept for-
ever, and their memorial shall not fail in
any generation.

29 Queen Esther the daughter of Ami-
nadab and Mordecai the Jew wrote all that
they had done, and gave the confirmation
of the letter about Purim.

31Mordecai and Esther the queen estab-
lished this decision on their own, pledging
their ownwell-being to their plan.

32 And Esther established it by a com-
mand forever, and it was written for a
memorial.

10
1 The king levied a tax upon his kingdom

both by land and sea.
2 As for his strength and valour, and the

wealth and glory of his kingdom, behold,
they are written in the book of the Persians
andMedes for amemorial.

3 Mordecai† was viceroy to King Aha-
suerus, and was a great man in the king-
dom, honoured by the Jews, and lived his
life loved by all his nation.‡

4 [Mordecai said, “These things have
come from God.

† 9:19: Greek good day. ‡ 9:22: Greekweddings. § 9:24: Greek lot. † 10:3: Greek succeded to Or, came into
the place of. ‡ 10:3: the passages in brackets are not in theHebrew.
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5 For I remember the dream which I had
concerning thesematters; for not onedetail
of them has failed.

6 There was the little spring which be-
came a river, and there was light, and the
sun and much water. The river is Esther,
whom the kingmarried andmade queen.

7The two serpents are Haman andme.
8 The nations are those which combined

to destroy the name of the Jews.
9But as for my nation, this is Israel, even

thosewho cried to God andwere delivered;
for the Lord delivered his people. The Lord
rescued us out of all these calamities; and
God worked such signs and great wonders
as have not been done amongst the nations.

10Thereforeheordained two lots. One for
the people of God, and one for all the other
nations.

11 And these two lots came for an ap-
pointed season, and for a day of judgement,
before God, and for all the nations.

12God remembered his people and vindi-
cated his inheritance.

13 They shall observe these days in the
month Adar, on the fourteenth and on the
fifteenth day of the month, with an assem-
bly, joy, and gladness before God, through-
out the generations forever amongst his
people Israel.

14 In the fourth year of the reign of Ptole-
meus and Cleopatra, Dositheus, who said
he was a priest and Levite, and Ptolemeus
his son brought this letter of Purim, which
they said was authentic, and that Lysi-
machus the son of Ptolemeus, who was in
Jerusalem, had interpreted.]
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The Book of
Daniel

with Greek Portions
1 In the third year of the reign of Je-

hoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and be-
sieged it.

2The Lord† gave Jehoiakim king of Judah
into his hand, with part of the vessels of the
house of God;‡ and he carried them into the
land of Shinar to the house of his god. He
brought the vessels into the treasure house
of his god.

3 The king spoke to Ashpenaz the master
of his eunuchs, that he shouldbring in some
of the children of Israel, even of the royal
offspring§ and of the nobles—

4youths inwhomwas no defect, butwell-
favoured, and skilful in all wisdom, and en-
dowedwithknowledge, andunderstanding
science, and who had the ability to serve in
the king’s palace; and that he should teach
them the learning and the language of the
Chaldeans.

5 The king appointed for them a daily
portion of the king’s delicacies, and of the
wine which he drank, and that they should
be nourished three years; that at its end
they should serve the king.

6Nowamongst thesewere of the children
of Judah: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and
Azariah.

7 The prince of the eunuchs gave names
to them: to Daniel he gave the name Beltes-
hazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael,
Meshach; and to Azariah, Abednego.

8But Daniel purposed in his heart that he
would not defile himselfwith the king’s del-
icacies, nor with the wine which he drank.
Therefore he requested of the prince of the
eunuchs that hemight not defile himself.

9NowGodmadeDanielfindkindnessand
compassion in the sight of the prince of the
eunuchs.

10 The prince of the eunuchs said to
Daniel, “I fear my lord the king, who has
appointed your food and your drink. For
why should he see your facesworse looking
than the youths who are of your own age?
Thenyouwouldendangermyheadwith the
king.”

11 Then Daniel said to the steward whom
the prince of the eunuchs had appointed
over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and
Azariah:

12 “Test your servants, I beg you, ten days;
and let them give us vegetables to eat and
water to drink.

13 Then let our faces be examined before
you, and the face of the youths who eat of
the king’s delicacies; and as you see, deal
with your servants.”

14 So he listened to them in this matter,
and tested them for ten days.

15 At the end of ten days, their faces ap-
peared fairer, and they were fatter in flesh,
than all the youths who ate of the king’s
delicacies.

16 So the steward took away their delica-
cies, and the wine that they would drink,
and gave them vegetables.

17Now as for these four youths, God gave
them knowledge and skill in all learning
and wisdom; and Daniel had understand-
ing in all visions and dreams.

18 At the end of the days which the king
had appointed for bringing them in, the
prince of the eunuchs brought them in be-
fore Nebuchadnezzar.

19 The king talked with them; and
amongst them all was found no one like
Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah.
Therefore they served the king.

20 In every matter of wisdom and un-
derstanding concerning which the king
enquired of them, he found them ten
times better than all the magicians and en-
chanters whowere in all his realm.

21 Daniel continued serving even to the
first year of King Cyrus.

2
1 In the second year of the reign of

Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar dreamt
dreams; andhis spiritwas troubled, andhis
sleep went from him.

2 Then the king commanded that the ma-
gicians, the enchanters, the sorcerers, and
the Chaldeans be called to tell the king his
dreams. So they came in and stood before
the king.

3 The king said to them, “I have dreamt
a dream, and my spirit is troubled to know
the dream.”

4Then the Chaldeans spoke to the king in
the Syrian language, “O king, live forever!
Tell your servants the dream, and we will
show the interpretation.”

5 The king answered the Chaldeans, “The
thing has gone from me. If you don’t make
known to me the dream and its interpre-
tation, you will be cut in pieces, and your
houses will be made a dunghill.

† 1:2: Theword translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” ‡ 1:2: TheHebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). § 1:3:
or, seed
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6But if you show the dream and its inter-
pretation, youwill receive frommegifts, re-
wards, and great honour. Therefore show
me the dream and its interpretation.”

7 They answered the second time and
said, “Let the king tell his servants the
dream, and we will show the interpreta-
tion.”

8 The king answered, “I know of a cer-
tainty that you are trying to gain time, be-
cause you see the thing has gone fromme.

9 But if you don’t make known to me
the dream, there is but one law for you;
for you have prepared lying and corrupt
words to speak before me, until the situa-
tion changes. Therefore tell me the dream,
and I will know that you can show me its
interpretation.”

10 The Chaldeans answered before the
king, and said, “There is not a man on
the earth who can show the king’s matter,
because no king, lord, or ruler, has asked
such a thing of any magician, enchanter, or
Chaldean.

11 It is a rare thing that the king requires,
and there isnootherwhocanshowitbefore
the king, except the gods, whose dwelling is
not with flesh.”

12Because of this, the kingwas angry and
very furious, and commanded that all the
wise men of Babylon be destroyed.

13 So the decree went out, and the wise
men were to be slain. They sought Daniel
and his companions to be slain.

14 Then Daniel returned answer with
counsel and prudence to Arioch the captain
of the king’s guard, who had gone out to kill
the wise men of Babylon.

15 He answered Arioch the king’s cap-
tain, “Why is the decree so urgent from the
king?” Then Arioch made the thing known
to Daniel.

16Daniel went in, and desired of the king
that he would appoint him a time, and he
would show the king the interpretation.

17 Then Daniel went to his house and
made the thing known to Hananiah,
Mishael, and Azariah, his companions,

18 that they would desire mercies of the
God of heaven concerning this secret, and
that Daniel and his companions would not
perish with the rest of the wise men of
Babylon.

19Then the secret was revealed to Daniel
in a vision of the night. ThenDaniel blessed
the God of heaven.

20Daniel answered,
“Blessed be the name of God forever and

ever;
for wisdom andmight are his.

21He changes the times and the seasons.
He removes kings and sets up kings.

He gives wisdom to the wise,
and knowledge to those who have un-
derstanding.

22He reveals the deep and secret things.
He knows what is in the darkness,
and the light dwells with him.

23 I thank you and praise you,
O God of my fathers,

who have givenmewisdom andmight,
and have nowmade known tomewhat
we desired of you;

for you have made known to us the
king’s matter.”

24 Therefore Daniel went in to Arioch,
whomthekinghadappointed todestroy the
wise men of Babylon. He went and said
this to him: “Don’t destroy the wise men of
Babylon. Bring me in before the king, and I
will show to the king the interpretation.”

25 Then Arioch brought in Daniel before
the king in haste, and said this to him: “I
have found a man of the children of the
captivity of Judah who will make known to
the king the interpretation.”

26 The king answered Daniel, whose
name was Belteshazzar, “Are you able to
make known tome the dreamwhich I have
seen, and its interpretation?”

27 Daniel answered before the king, and
said, “The secret which the king has de-
manded can’t be shown to the king by wise
men, enchanters, magicians, or soothsay-
ers;

28 but there is a God in heaven who re-
veals secrets, and he has made known to
King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the
latter days. Your dream, and the visions of
your head on your bed, are these:

29 “As for you, O king, your thoughts came
on your bed, what should happen here-
after; and he who reveals secrets has made
known to you what will happen.

30But as forme, this secret is not revealed
to me for any wisdom that I have more
than any living, but to the intent that the
interpretation may be made known to the
king, and that you may know the thoughts
of your heart.

31 “You, O king, saw, and behold,† a great
image. This image, which was mighty, and
whose brightness was excellent, stood be-
fore you; and its appearancewas terrifying.

32 As for this image, its head was of fine
gold, its chest and its arms of silver, its belly
and its thighs of bronze,

33 its legs of iron, its feet part of iron, and
part of clay.

† 2:31: “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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34You saw until a stone was cut out with-
out hands, which struck the image on its
feet that were of iron and clay, and broke
them in pieces.

35 Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the
silver, and the gold were broken in pieces
together, and became like the chaff of the
summer threshing floors. Thewind carried
them away, so that no place was found for
them. The stone that struck the image be-
cameagreatmountain, andfilled thewhole
earth.

36 “This is the dream; and we will tell its
interpretation before the king.

37You, O king, are king of kings, to whom
the God of heaven has given the kingdom,
the power, the strength, and the glory.

38 Wherever the children of men dwell,
he has given the animals of the field and
the birds of the sky into your hand, and has
made you rule over them all. You are the
head of gold.

39 “After you, another kingdom will arise
that is inferior to you; and a third kingdom
of bronze,whichwill rule over all the earth.

40 The fourth kingdom will be strong as
iron, because ironbreaks in pieces and sub-
dues all things; and as iron that crushes all
these, it will break in pieces and crush.

41Whereas you saw the feet and toes, part
of potters’ clay, and part of iron, it will be
a divided kingdom; but there will be in it
of the strength of the iron, because you saw
the ironmixed withmiry clay.

42As the toes of the feet were part of iron,
and part of clay, so the kingdom will be
partly strong, and partly brittle.

43Whereas you saw the iron mixed with
miry clay, they will mingle themselves with
the seed of men; but they won’t cling to one
another, even as iron does not mix with
clay.

44 “In the days of those kings the God of
heaven will set up a kingdom which will
never be destroyed, nor will its sovereignty
be left to another people; but it will break
in pieces and consume all these kingdoms,
and it will stand forever.

45 Because you saw that a stone was cut
out of the mountain without hands, and
that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze,
the clay, the silver, and the gold. The great
God has made known to the king what will
happen hereafter. The dream is certain,
and its interpretation sure.”

46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his
face, worshipped Daniel, and commanded
that they should offer an offering and sweet
odours to him.

47The king answered to Daniel, and said,
“Of a truth your God is the God of gods,
and the Lord of kings, and a revealler of
secrets, since you have been able to reveal
this secret.”

48 Then the king made Daniel great, and
gave him many great gifts, and made him
rule over the whole province of Babylon,
and to be chief governor over all the wise
men of Babylon.

49Daniel requested of the king, andhe ap-
pointed Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
over the affairs of the province of Babylon;
but Daniel was in the king’s gate.

3
1 Nebuchadnezzar the king made an im-

age of gold, whose height was sixty cubits,†
and its width six cubits. He set it up in the
plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon.

2 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent to
gather together the local governors, the
deputies, and the governors, the judges,
the treasurers, the counsellors, the sheriffs,
and all the rulers of the provinces, to come
to the dedication of the image which Neb-
uchadnezzar the king had set up.

3 Then the local governors, the deputies,
and the governors, the judges, the treasur-
ers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, and all
the rulers of the provinces, were gathered
together to the dedication of the image that
Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up; and
they stoodbefore the image thatNebuchad-
nezzar had set up.

4 Then the herald cried aloud, “To you it
is commanded, peoples, nations, and lan-
guages,

5 thatwhenever youhear the soundof the
horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe, and all
kinds of music, you fall down and worship
the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the
king has set up.

6Whoever doesn’t fall down andworship
shall be cast into the middle of a burning
fiery furnace the same hour.”

7 Therefore at that time, when all the
peoples heard the sound of the horn, flute,
zither, lyre, harp, pipe, and all kinds of
music, all the peoples, the nations, and
the languages, fell down and worshipped
the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the
king had set up.

8Thereforeat that timecertainChaldeans
came near, and brought accusation against
the Jews.

9 They answered Nebuchadnezzar the
king, “O king, live for ever!

10 You, O king, have made a decree that
everymanwhohears the soundof thehorn,

† 3:1: A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimetres.
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flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe, and all kinds
of music shall fall down and worship the
golden image;

11 and whoever doesn’t fall down and
worship shall be cast into the middle of a
burning fiery furnace.

12There are certain Jewswhom you have
appointed over the affairs of the province
of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-
nego. These men, O king, have not re-
spected you. They don’t serve your gods,
and don’t worship the golden image which
you have set up.”

13ThenNebuchadnezzar in rage and fury
commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego be brought. Then these men
were brought before the king.

14Nebuchadnezzar answered them, “Is it
on purpose, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-
nego, that you don’t servemy god, nor wor-
ship the golden image which I have set up?

15 Now if you are ready whenever you
hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither,
lyre, harp, pipe, andall kindsofmusic to fall
down and worship the image which I have
made, good; but if you don’t worship, you
shall be cast the same hour into the middle
of a burning fiery furnace. Who is that god
whowill deliver you out of my hands?”

16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
answered the king, “Nebuchadnezzar, we
have no need to answer you in this matter.

17 If it happens, our God whom we serve
is able to deliver us from the burning fiery
furnace; and he will deliver us out of your
hand, O king.

18But if not, let it be known to you, O king,
that wewill not serve your gods or worship
the golden image which you have set up.”

19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was full of
fury, and the form of his appearance was
changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego. He spoke, and commanded that
they should heat the furnace seven times
more than it was usually heated.

20 He commanded certain mighty men
who were in his army to bind Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, and to cast them
into the burning fiery furnace.

21 Then these men were bound in their
pants, their tunics, their mantles, and their
other clothes, andwere cast into themiddle
of the burning fiery furnace.

22 Therefore because the king’s com-
mandment was urgent, and the furnace ex-
ceedingly hot, the flame of the fire killed

thosemenwho tookupShadrach,Meshach,
and Abednego.

23 These three men, Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego, fell down bound into the
middle of the burning fiery furnace.

THE SONG OF THE THREE HOLY CHIL-
DREN‡

24 They walked in the midst of the fire,
praising God, and blessing the Lord.

25 Then Azarias stood, and prayed like
this. Opening his mouth in the midst of the
fire he said,

26 “Blessed are you, O Lord, you God of
our fathers! Your name is worthy to be
praised and glorified for evermore;

27 for you are righteous in all the things
that you have done. Yes, all your works
are true. Your ways are right, and all your
judgements are truth.

28 In all the things that you have brought
upon us, and upon the holy city of our
fathers, Jerusalem, you have executed true
judgements. For according to truth and
justice you have brought all these things
upon us because of our sins.

29 For we have sinned and committed in-
iquity in departing from you.

30 In all things we have trespassed, and
not obeyed your commandments or kept
them. We haven’t done as you have com-
manded us, that it might go well with us.

31 Therefore all that you have brought
uponus, andeverything that youhavedone
to us, you have done in true judgement.

32You delivered us into the hands of law-
less enemies, most hateful rebels, and to an
unjust kingwho is themostwicked inall the
world.

33 And now we can’t open our mouth.
Shame and reproach have come on your
servants and those whoworship you.

34 Don’t utterly deliver us up, for your
name’s sake. Don’t annul your covenant.

35Don’t cause your mercy to depart from
us, for the sake of Abrahamwho is loved by
you, and for the sake of Isaac your servant,
and Israel your holy one,

36 to whom you promised that you would
multiply their offspring as the stars of the
sky, and as the sand that is on the sea shore.

37 For we, O Lord, have become less than
any nation, and are brought low this day in
all the world because of our sins.

38 There isn’t at this time prince, or
prophet, or leader, or burnt offering, or

‡ 3:23: The Song of the Three Holy Children is an addition to Daniel found in the Greek Septuagint but not found in the
traditionalHebrew text ofDaniel. This portion is recognisedasDeuterocanonical Scriptureby theRomanCatholic, Greek
Orthodox, and Russian Orthodox Churches. It is found inserted between Daniel 3:23 and Daniel 3:24 of the traditional
Hebrew Bible. Here, the verses after 23 from the Hebrew Bible are numbered starting at 91 to make room for these
verses.
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sacrifice, or oblation, or incense, or place to
offer before you, and to findmercy.

39 Nevertheless in a contrite heart and a
humble spirit let us be accepted,

40 like theburntofferingsof ramsandbul-
locks, and like ten thousands of fat lambs.
So let our sacrifice be in your sight this day,
that we may wholly go after you, for they
shall not be ashamed who put their trust in
you.

41 And now we follow you with all our
heart. We fear you, and seek your face.

42 Put us not to shame; but deal with us
after your kindness, and according to the
multitude of yourmercy.

43Deliver us also according to your mar-
vellousworks, and give glory to your name,
O Lord. Let all those who harm your ser-
vants be confounded.

44Let thembe ashamed of all their power
andmight, and let their strength be broken.

45 Let them know that you are the Lord,
the only God, and glorious over the whole
world.”

46 The king’s servants who put them in
didn’t stop making the furnace hot with
naphtha, pitch, tinder, and small wood,

47 so that the flame streamed out forty
nine cubits above the furnace.

48 It spread and burnt those Chaldeans
whom it found around the furnace.

49 But the angel of the Lord came down
into the furnace together with Azarias and
his fellows, and he struck the flame of the
fire out of the furnace,

50andmade themidst of the furnace as it
hadbeenamoistwhistlingwind, so that the
fire didn’t touch them at all. It neither hurt
nor troubled them.

51 Then the three, as out of one mouth,
praised, glorified, and blessed God in the
furnace, saying,

52 “Blessed are you, O Lord, you God of
our fathers, to bepraised andexalted above
all forever!

53Blessed is your glorious andholy name,
to be praised and exalted above all forever!

54 Blessed are you in the temple of your
holy glory, to be praised and glorified above
all forever!

55Blessed are youwho see the depths and
sit upon the cherubim, to be praised and
exalted above all forever.

56 Blessed are you on the throne of your
kingdom, to be praised and extolled above
all forever!

57 Blessed are you in the firmament of
heaven, to be praised and glorified forever!

58 O all you works of the Lord, bless the
Lord! Praise and exalt him above all for-
ever!

59 O you heavens, bless the Lord! Praise
and exalt him above all for ever!

60Oyouangels of theLord, bless theLord!
Praise and exalt him above all forever!

61O all you waters that are above the sky,
bless the Lord! Praise and exalt him above
all forever!

62 O all you powers of the Lord, bless
the Lord! Praise and exalt him above all
forever!

63 O you sun and moon, bless the Lord!
Praise and exalt him above all forever!

64 O you stars of heaven, bless the Lord!
Praise and exalt him above all forever!

65 O every shower and dew, bless the
Lord! Praise and exalt him above all for-
ever!

66O all you winds, bless the Lord! Praise
and exalt him above all forever!

67 O you fire and heat, bless the Lord!
Praise and exalt him above all forever!

68 O you dews and storms of snow, bless
the Lord! Praise and exalt him above all
forever!

69O you nights and days, bless the Lord!
Praise and exalt him above all forever!

70 O you light and darkness, bless the
Lord! Praise and exalt him above all for-
ever!

71 O you cold and heat, bless the Lord!
Praise and exalt him above all forever!

72 O you frost and snow, bless the Lord!
Praise and exalt him above all forever!

73 O you lightnings and clouds, bless the
Lord! Praise and exalt him above all for-
ever!

74 O let the earth bless the Lord! Let it
praise and exalt him above all forever!

75 O you mountains and hills, bless the
Lord! Praise and exalt him above all for-
ever!

76O all you things that grow on the earth,
bless the Lord! Praise and exalt him above
all forever!

77§Oseaandrivers, bless theLord! Praise
and exalt him above all forever!

78 O you springs, bless the Lord! Praise
and exalt him above all forever!

79O you whales and all that move in the
waters, bless the Lord! Praise and exalt him
above all forever!

80Oall you birds of the air, bless the Lord!
Praise and exalt him above all forever!

81 O all you beasts and cattle, bless the
Lord! Praise and exalt him above all for-
ever!

§ 3:77: Some authorities transpose this verse and the next one.
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82O you children of men, bless the Lord!
Praise and exalt him above all forever!

83 O let Israel bless the Lord! Praise and
exalt him above all forever.

84 O you priests of the Lord, bless the
Lord! Praise and exalt him above all for-
ever!

85 O you servants of the Lord, bless the
Lord! Praise and exalt him above all for-
ever!

86Oyou spirits and souls of the righteous,
bless the Lord! Praise and exalt him above
all forever!

87 O you who are holy and humble of
heart, bless the Lord! Praise and exalt him
above all forever!

88 O Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah,
bless the Lord! Praise and exalt him above
all forever; for he has rescued us from
Hades, and saved us from the hand of
death! He has delivered us out of the midst
of the furnace and burning flame. He has
delivered us out of themidst of the fire.

89Ogive thanks to theLord, forhe is good;
for his mercy is forever.

90 O all you who worship the Lord, bless
the God of gods, praise him, and give him
thanks; for his mercy is forever!”

Deliverance from the Furnace
91 †Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was

astonished and rose up in haste. He spoke
and said to his counsellors, “Didn’t we cast
three men bound into the middle of the
fire?”
They answered the king, “True, O king.”
92 He answered, “Look, I see four men

loose, walking in themiddle of the fire, and
they are unharmed. The appearance of the
fourth is like a son of the gods.”

93 Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to
the mouth of the burning fiery furnace. He
spoke and said, “Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, you servants of the Most High
God, come out, and come here!”
Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego

came out of themiddle of the fire.
94 The local governors, the deputies, and

the governors, and the king’s counsellors,
being gathered together, saw these men,
that the fire had no power on their bodies.
The hair of their head wasn’t singed. Their
pants weren’t changed. The smell of fire
wasn’t even on them.

95 Nebuchadnezzar spoke and said,
“Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego, who has sent his angel and
delivered his servants who trusted in him,
and have changed the king’s word, and
have yielded their bodies, that they might

not serve norworship any god, except their
own God.

96 Therefore I make a decree, that every
people, nation, and language, who speak
anything evil against the God of Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, shall be cut in
pieces, and their houses shall be made a
dunghill, because there is no other godwho
is able to deliver like this.”

97Then the king promoted Shadrach, Me-
shach, and Abednego in the province of
Babylon.

4
1Nebuchadnezzar the king,
to all the peoples, nations, and lan-

guages, who dwell in all the earth:
Peace bemultiplied to you.
2 It has seemed good to me to show

the signs andwonders that theMost High
God has worked towards me.

3How great are his signs!
Howmighty are his wonders!

Hiskingdomisaneverlastingkingdom.
His dominion is fromgeneration to
generation.

4 I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at rest in my
house, and flourishing inmy palace.

5 I saw a dreamwhichmademe afraid;
and the thoughts onmy bed and the visions
of my head troubledme.

6 Therefore I made a decree to bring in
all the wisemen of Babylon beforeme, that
theymightmake known tome the interpre-
tation of the dream.

7 Then the magicians, the enchanters,
the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers came
in; and I told the dream before them; but
they didn’t make known to me its interpre-
tation.

8 But at the last Daniel came in before
me, whose name was Belteshazzar, accord-
ing to the name of my god, and in whom is
the spirit of the holy gods. I told the dream
before him, saying,

9 “Belteshazzar, master of the magi-
cians, because I know that the spirit of the
holy gods is in you, andno secret troubles
you, tell me the visions of my dream that
I have seen, and its interpretation.

10 These were the visions of my head
on my bed: I saw, and behold, a tree in
the middle of the earth; and its height was
great.

11The tree grew, andwas strong, and its
height reached to the sky, and its sight to the
end of all the earth.

12 Its leaves were beautiful, and it had
much fruit, and in it was food for all. The
animals of the field had shade under it, and

† 3:91: Verses 91-97 were numbered 24-30 in the traditional Hebrew text of Daniel.
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thebirdsof the sky lived in itsbranches, and
all flesh was fed from it.

13“I saw in thevisionsofmyheadonmy
bed, andbehold, awatcherandaholyone
came down from the sky.

14 He cried aloud, and said this, ‘Cut
down the tree and cut off its branches!
Shake off its leaves and scatter its fruit! Let
the animals get away fromunder it, and the
fowls from its branches.

15 Nevertheless leave the stump of its
roots in the earth, even with a band of iron
and bronze, in the tender grass of the field;
and let it bewetwith the dew of the sky. Let
his portion be with the animals in the grass
of the earth.

16Let his heart be changed fromman’s,
and let an animal’s heart be given to him.
Then let seven times pass over him.

17 “ ‘The sentence is by the decree of the
watchers, and the demand by the word
of the holy ones, to the intent that the
livingmay know that theMost High rules
in the kingdom of men, and gives it to
whomever he will, and sets up over it the
lowest of men.’

18 “This dream I, KingNebuchadnezzar,
have seen; and you, Belteshazzar, declare
the interpretation, because all the wise
men of my kingdom are not able to make
known to me the interpretation; but you
are able, for the spirit of the holy gods is
in you.”

19Then Daniel, whose name was Belte-
shazzar, was stricken mute for a while,
and his thoughts troubled him. The
king answered, “Belteshazzar, don’t let
the dream, or the interpretation, trouble
you.”
Belteshazzar answered, “My lord, may

the dreambe for thosewho hate you, and
its interpretation to your adversaries.

20 The tree that you saw, which grew
and was strong, whose height reached to
the sky, and its sight to all the earth;

21whose leaves were beautiful, and its
fruit plentiful, and in it was food for all;
under which the animals of the field lived,
and onwhose branches the birds of the sky
had their habitation—

22 it is you, O king, who have grown
and become strong; for your greatness has
grown, and reaches to the sky, and your
dominion to the end of the earth.

23 “Whereas the king saw a watcher
and a holy one coming down from the
sky, and saying, ‘Cut down the tree, and
destroy it; nevertheless leave the stump
of its roots in the earth, even with a band
of iron and bronze, in the tender grass
of the field, and let it be wet with the
dew of the sky. Let his portion be with

the animals of the field, until seven times
pass over him.’

24 “This is the interpretation, O king,
and it is the decree of the Most High,
which has come onmy lord the king:

25 that you shall be driven from men,
andyourdwelling shall bewith the animals
of the field. You shall be made to eat grass
as oxen, and shall be wet with the dew of
the sky, and seven times shall pass over
you; until you know that the Most High
rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it to
whomever he will.

26Their command to leave the stumpof
the roots of the tree means your kingdom
will be sure to you, after you will have
known that the heavens do rule.

27 Therefore, O king, let my counsel be
acceptable to you, and break off your sins
by righteousness, and your iniquities by
showing mercy to the poor. Perhaps there
may be a lengthening of your tranquillity.”

28All this came on the King Nebuchad-
nezzar.

29 At the end of twelve months he was
walking in the royal palace of Babylon.

30 The king spoke and said, “Is not this
great Babylon, which I have built for the
royal dwelling place, by the might of my
power and for the glory of mymajesty?”

31 While the word was in the king’s
mouth, a voice came from the sky, say-
ing, “O King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is
spoken: ‘The kingdomhas departed from
you.

32 You shall be driven from men, and
your dwelling shall be with the animals of
the field. You shall be made to eat grass as
oxen. Seven times shall pass over you, until
you know that the Most High rules in the
kingdom of men, and gives it to whomever
he will.’ ”

33 This was fulfilled the same hour on
Nebuchadnezzar. He was driven from
men, and ate grass as oxen, and his body
was wet with the dew of the sky, until his
hair had grown like eagles’ feathers, and
his nails like birds’ claws.

34 At the end of the days I, Nebuchad-
nezzar, lifted up my eyes to heaven, and
my understanding returned to me, and I
blessed the Most High, and I praised and
honoured himwho lives forever.
For his dominion is an everlasting do-
minion,
and his kingdom from generation
to generation.

35 All the inhabitants of the earth are
reputed as nothing;
and he does according to hiswill in
the army of heaven,
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and amongst the inhabitants of the
earth;

and no one can stop his hand,
or ask him, “What are you doing?”

36 At the same time my understanding
returned to me; and for the glory of my
kingdom, my majesty and brightness re-
turned to me. My counsellors and my
lords sought me; and I was established in
mykingdom, andexcellent greatnesswas
added tome.

37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and
extol and honour the King of heaven; for
all his works are right and his ways just;
and those who walk in pride he is able to
humble.

5
1 Belshazzar the king made a great feast

to a thousand of his lords, and drank wine
before the thousand.

2 Belshazzar, while he tasted the wine,
commanded that the golden and silver
vessels which Nebuchadnezzar his father
had taken out of the temple which was in
Jerusalem be brought to him, that the king
and his lords, his wives and his concubines,
might drink from them.

3 Then they brought the golden vessels
that were taken out of the temple of God’s
housewhichwas at Jerusalem; and the king
and his lords, his wives and his concubines,
drank from them.

4 They drank wine, and praised the gods
of gold, and of silver, of bronze, of iron, of
wood, and of stone.

5 In the same hour, the fingers of a man’s
hand came out and wrote near the lamp
stand on the plaster of the wall of the king’s
palace. The king saw the part of the hand
that wrote.

6 Then the king’s face was changed in
him, andhis thoughts troubledhim; and the
joints of his thighs were loosened, and his
knees struck one against another.

7 The king cried aloud to bring in the
enchanters, the Chaldeans, and the sooth-
sayers. The king spoke and said to the wise
men of Babylon, “Whoever reads this writ-
ing and shows me its interpretation shall
be clothed with purple, and have a chain of
gold about his neck, and shall be the third
ruler in the kingdom.”

8Thenall theking’swisemencame in; but
they couldnot read thewritingandcouldn’t
make known to the king the interpretation.

9 Then King Belshazzar was greatly trou-
bled. His face was changed in him, and his
lords were perplexed.

10Thequeenby reasonof thewordsof the
king and his lords came into the banquet
house. The queen spoke and said, “O king,

live forever; don’t let your thoughts trouble
you, nor let your face be changed.

11 There is a man in your kingdom in
whom is the spirit of the holy gods. In the
days of your father, light, understanding,
and wisdom like the wisdom of the gods
were found in him. The king, Nebuchad-
nezzar, your father—yes, the king, your fa-
ther—made him master of the magicians,
enchanters, Chaldeans, and soothsayers

12because an excellent spirit, knowledge,
understanding, interpreting of dreams,
showing of dark sentences, and dissolving
of doubts were found in the same Daniel,
whom the king named Belteshazzar. Now
let Daniel be called, and he will show the
interpretation.”

13 Then Daniel was brought in before the
king. The king spoke and said to Daniel,
“Are you that Daniel of the children of the
captivity of Judah,whomthekingmy father
brought out of Judah?

14 I haveheardof you, that the spirit of the
gods is in you, and that light, understand-
ing, and excellentwisdomare found in you.

15 Now the wise men, the enchanters,
have been brought in before me to read
this writing, and make known to me its
interpretation; but they could not show the
interpretation of the thing.

16 But I have heard of you, that you can
give interpretations and dissolve doubts.
Now if you can read the writing, and make
known to me its interpretation, you shall
be clothed with purple, and have a chain
of gold around your neck, and shall be the
third ruler in the kingdom.”

17 Then Daniel answered the king, “Let
your gifts be to yourself, and give your re-
wards to another. Nevertheless, I will read
the writing to the king, andmake known to
him the interpretation.

18 “To you, king, the Most High God gave
Nebuchadnezzar your father the kingdom,
and greatness, and glory, andmajesty.

19 Because of the greatness that he gave
him, all the peoples, nations, and languages
trembled and feared before him. He killed
whom he wanted to, and he kept alive
whom he wanted to. He raised up whom
he wanted to, and he put down whom he
wanted to.

20 But when his heart was lifted up, and
his spirit was hardened so that he dealt
proudly, he was deposed from his kingly
throne, and they took his glory from him.

21 He was driven from the sons of men
and his heart was made like the animals’,
andhisdwellingwaswith thewilddonkeys.
He was fed with grass like oxen, and his
body was wet with the dew of the sky, until
he knew that theMost HighGod rules in the
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kingdom of men, and that he sets up over it
whomever he will.

22 “You, his son, Belshazzar, have not
humbled your heart, though you knew all
this,

23 but have lifted up yourself against the
Lord of heaven; and they have brought
the vessels of his house before you, and
you and your lords, your wives, and your
concubines, have drunk wine from them.
You have praised the gods of silver, gold,
bronze, iron, wood, and stone, which don’t
see, hear, or know; and you have not glori-
fied the God in whose hand is your breath
and whose are all your ways.

24Then thepart of thehandwas sent from
before him, and this writing was inscribed.

25 “This is the writing that was inscribed:
‘MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN.’

26 “This is the interpretation of the thing:
MENE: God has counted your kingdom, and
brought it to an end.
27 TEKEL: you are weighed in the balances,
and are foundwanting.
28 PERES: your kingdom is divided, and
given to theMedes and Persians.”

29ThenBelshazzar commanded, and they
clothed Daniel with purple, and put a chain
of gold about his neck, and proclaimed that
he should be the third highest ruler in the
kingdom.

30 In that night Belshazzar the Chaldean
King was slain.

31Darius theMede received the kingdom,
being about sixty-two years old.

6
1 It pleasedDarius to set over thekingdom

one hundred and twenty local governors,
who should be throughout the whole king-
dom;

2 and over them three presidents, of
whom Daniel was one; that these local gov-
ernorsmight give account to them, and that
the king should suffer no loss.

3 Then this Daniel was distinguished
above the presidents and the local gover-
nors, because an excellent spirit was in
him; and the king thought to set him over
the whole realm.

4Then the presidents and the local gover-
nors sought to find occasion against Daniel
as touching the kingdom; but they could
find no occasion or fault, because he was
faithful. There wasn’t any error or fault
found in him.

5 Then these men said, “We won’t find
any occasion against this Daniel, unless we
find it against him concerning the lawof his
God.”

6 Then these presidents and local gover-
nors assembled together to the king, and
said this to him, “King Darius, live forever!

7 All the presidents of the kingdom, the
deputies and the local governors, the coun-
sellors and the governors, have consulted
together to establish a royal statute, and to
make a strong decree, that whoever asks a
petition of any god or man for thirty days,
except of you, O king, he shall be cast into
the den of lions.

8 Now, O king, establish the decree, and
sign the writing, that it not be changed,
according to the law of the Medes and Per-
sians, which doesn’t alter.”

9 Therefore King Darius signed the writ-
ing and the decree.

10WhenDaniel knew that thewritingwas
signed, he went into his house (now his
windows were open in his room towards
Jerusalem) and he knelt on his knees three
times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks
before his God, as he did before.

11 Then these men assembled together,
and found Daniel making petition and sup-
plication before his God.

12 Then they came near, and spoke be-
fore the king concerning the king’s decree:
“Haven’t you signed a decree that every
man who makes a petition to any god or
man within thirty days, except to you, O
king, shall be cast into the den of lions?”
The king answered, “This thing is true,

according to the law of the Medes and Per-
sians, which doesn’t alter.”

13 Then they answered and said before
the king, “That Daniel, who is of the chil-
dren of the captivity of Judah, doesn’t re-
spect you, O king, nor the decree that you
have signed, but makes his petition three
times a day.”

14 Then the king, when he heard these
words, was very displeased, and set his
heart on Daniel to deliver him; and he
laboured until the going down of the sun to
rescue him.

15 Then these men assembled together
to the king, and said to the king, “Know,
O king, that it is a law of the Medes and
Persians, that no decree nor statute which
the king establishes may be changed.”

16 Then the king commanded, and they
brought Daniel, and cast him into the den
of lions. The king spoke and said to Daniel,
“Your God whom you serve continually, he
will deliver you.”

17 A stone was brought, and laid on the
mouth of the den; and the king sealed it
with his own signet, and with the signet of
his lords, that nothing might be changed
concerning Daniel.
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18 Then the king went to his palace, and
passed the night fasting. Nomusical instru-
ments were brought before him; and his
sleep fled from him.

19 Then the king arose very early in the
morning, and went in haste to the den of
lions.

20 When he came near to the den to
Daniel, he cried with a troubled voice. The
king spoke and said to Daniel, “Daniel, ser-
vant of the living God, is your God, whom
you serve continually, able to deliver you
from the lions?”

21 Then Daniel said to the king, “O king,
live forever!

22MyGodhas sent his angel, and has shut
the lions’ mouths, and they have not hurt
me; because I am innocent in his sight. Also
before you, O king, I have done no harm.”

23 Then the king was exceedingly glad,
and commanded that they should take
Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel was
takenupoutof theden, andnokindofharm
was found on him, because he had trusted
in his God.

24 The king commanded, and they
brought those men who had accused
Daniel, and they cast them into the den of
lions—them, their children, and theirwives;
and the lions mauled them and broke all
their bones in pieces before they came to
the bottom of the den.

25 Then King Darius wrote to all the peo-
ples, nations, and languages, who dwell in
all the earth:

“Peace bemultiplied to you.
26“Imakeadecree that inall thedomin-

ion ofmy kingdommen tremble and fear
before the God of Daniel;

“for he is the living God,
and steadfast forever.

His kingdom is that which will not be de-
stroyed.

His dominion will be even to the end.
27He delivers and rescues.

Heworks signs andwonders in heaven
and in earth,

who has delivered Daniel from the
power of the lions.”

28 So this Daniel prospered in the reign
of Darius, and in the reign of Cyrus the
Persian.

7
1 In the first year of Belshazzar king of

Babylon, Daniel had a dream and visions
of his head on his bed. Then he wrote the
dream and told the sum of thematters.

2 Daniel spoke and said, “I saw in my
vision by night and behold, the four winds
of the sky broke out on the great sea.

3 Four great animals came up from the
sea, different from one another.

4 “The first was like a lion, and had ea-
gle’s wings. I watched until its wings were
plucked, and itwas lifted up from the earth,
and made to stand on two feet as a man. A
man’s heart was given to it.

5 “Behold, there was another animal, a
second, like a bear. It was raised up on
one side, and three ribs were in its mouth
between its teeth. They said this to it: ‘Arise!
Devourmuch flesh!’

6 “After this I saw, and behold, another,
like a leopard, which had on its back four
wings of a bird. The animal also had four
heads; and dominion was given to it.

7 “After this I saw in the night visions,
and, behold, there was a fourth animal,
awesome and powerful, and exceedingly
strong. It had great iron teeth. It de-
voured and broke in pieces, and stamped
the residue with its feet. It was different
from all the animals that were before it. It
had ten horns.

8 “I considered the horns, and behold, an-
other horn came up amongst them, a little
one, before which three of the first horns
were plucked up by the roots: and behold,
in thishornwereeyes like theeyesof aman,
and amouth speaking great things.
9 “I watched until thrones were placed,

and one whowas Ancient of Days sat.
His clothing was white as snow,

and the hair of his head like pure wool.
His throne was fiery flames,

and its wheels burning fire.
10A fiery stream issued and came out from

before him.
Thousands of thousands ministered to
him.

Ten thousand times ten thousand stood
before him.

The judgement was set.
The books were opened.

11 “I watched at that time because of the
voice of the great words which the horn
spoke. I watched even until the animal was
slain, its bodydestroyed, and itwas given to
be burnt with fire.

12 As for the rest of the animals, their
dominion was taken away; yet their lives
were prolonged for a season and a time.

13 “I saw in the night visions, and behold,
one like a son of man camewith the clouds,
and he came to the Ancient of Days, and
they brought him near before him.

14 Dominion was given him, with glory
andakingdom, that all thepeoples, nations,
and languages should serve him. His do-
minion is an everlasting dominion, which
will not pass away, andhis kingdomwill not
be destroyed.
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15 “As for me, Daniel, my spirit was
grieved within my body, and the visions of
my head troubledme.

16 I came near to one of those who stood
by, and asked him the truth concerning all
this.

“So he told me, and made me know the
interpretation of the things.

17 ‘These great animals, which are four,
are four kings, who will arise out of the
earth.

18 But the saints of the Most High will
receive the kingdom, and possess the king-
dom forever, even forever and ever.’

19 “Then I desired to know the truth con-
cerning the fourth animal, which was dif-
ferent from all of them, exceedingly terri-
ble, whose teeth were of iron, and its nails
of bronze;whichdevoured, broke inpieces,
and stamped the residue with its feet;

20and concerning the tenhorns thatwere
on its head, and the other hornwhich came
up, and before which three fell, even that
horn that had eyes, and amouth that spoke
great things, whose look was more stout
than its fellows.

21 I saw, and the same horn made war
with the saints and prevailed against them

22 until the Ancient of Days came, and
judgement was given to the saints of the
MostHigh, and the timecame that the saints
possessed the kingdom.

23 “So he said, ‘The fourth animal will be
a fourth kingdom on earth, which will be
different from all the kingdoms, and will
devour the whole earth, and will tread it
down, and break it in pieces.

24As for the ten horns, ten kingswill arise
out of this kingdom. Anotherwill arise after
them; and he will be different from the
former, and he will put down three kings.

25 He will speak words against the Most
High, and will wear out the saints of the
Most High. Hewill plan to change the times
and the law; and they will be given into his
hand until a time and times and half a time.

26 “ ‘But the judgement will be set, and
they will take away his dominion, to con-
sume and to destroy it to the end.

27 The kingdom and the dominion, and
the greatness of the kingdoms under the
whole sky, will be given to the people of
the saints of the Most High. His kingdom is
an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions
will serve and obey him.’

28 “Here is the end of the matter. As
for me, Daniel, my thoughts troubled me
greatly, andmy facewas changed inme; but
I kept thematter in my heart.”

8
1 In the third year of the reign of King

Belshazzar, a vision appeared to me, even
to me, Daniel, after that which appeared to
me at the first.

2 I saw the vision. Now it was so, that
when I saw, I was in the citadel of Susa,
which is in the province of Elam. I saw in
the vision, and I was by the river Ulai.

3 Then I lifted up my eyes, and saw, and
behold, a ram which had two horns stood
before the river. The two horns were high;
but one was higher than the other, and the
higher came up last.

4 I saw the ram pushingwestward, north-
ward, and southward. No animals could
stand before him. There wasn’t anyone
who could deliver out of his hand; but he
did according to his will, and magnified
himself.

5 As I was considering, behold, a male
goat came from the west over the surface
of the whole earth, and didn’t touch the
ground. The goat had a notable horn be-
tween his eyes.

6 He came to the ram that had the two
horns, which I saw standing before the
river, and ran on him in the fury of his
power.

7 I saw him come close to the ram, and
he was moved with anger against him, and
struck the ram, and broke his two horns.
There was no power in the ram to stand
before him; but he cast him down to the
ground, and trampled on him. There was
no onewho could deliver the ram out of his
hand.

8 The male goat magnified himself ex-
ceedingly. When he was strong, the great
horn was broken; and instead of it there
came up four notable horns towards the
four winds of the sky.

9Out of oneof themcameout a little horn,
which grew exceedingly great, towards the
south, and towards the east, and towards
the glorious land.

10 It grew great, even to the army of the
sky; and it cast down some of the army and
of the stars to the ground, and trampled on
them.

11 Yes, it magnified itself, even to the
prince of the army; and it took away from
him the continual burnt offering, and the
place of his sanctuary was cast down.

12 The army was given over to it together
with the continual burnt offering through
disobedience. It cast down truth to the
ground, and it did its pleasure and pros-
pered.

13 Then I heard a holy one speaking; and
another holy one said to that certain one
who spoke, “How long will the vision about
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the continual burnt offering, and the dis-
obedience thatmakes desolate, to give both
the sanctuary and the army to be trodden
under foot be?”

14 He said to me, “To two thousand
and three hundred evenings andmornings.
Then the sanctuary will be cleansed.”

15When I, even I Daniel, had seen the vi-
sion, I sought tounderstand it. Thenbehold,
there stood before me something like the
appearance of a man.

16 I heard a man’s voice between the
banks of the Ulai, which called, and said,
“Gabriel, make this man understand the
vision.”

17 So he came near where I stood; and
when he came, I was frightened, and fell on
myface; buthesaid tome, “Understand, son
ofman; for the vision belongs to the time of
the end.”

18 Now as he was speaking with me, I
fell into a deep sleep with my face towards
the ground; but he touched me, and set me
upright.

19He said, “Behold, I will make you know
what will be in the latter time of the indig-
nation; for it belongs to the appointed time
of the end.

20 The ram which you saw, that had the
two horns, they are the kings of Media and
Persia.

21 The rough male goat is the king of
Greece. The great horn that is between his
eyes is the first king.

22 As for that which was broken, in the
place where four stood up, four kingdoms
will stand up out of the nation, but not with
his power.

23 “In the latter time of their kingdom,
when the transgressors have come to the
full, akingoffierce face, andunderstanding
dark sentences, will stand up.

24 His power will be mighty, but not by
his own power. He will destroy awesomely,
and will prosper in what he does. He will
destroy the mighty ones and the holy peo-
ple.

25Through his policy he will cause deceit
to prosper in his hand. He will magnify
himself in his heart, and he will destroy
many in their security. Hewill also standup
against the prince of princes; but he will be
broken without human power.

26 “The vision of the evenings and morn-
ings which has been told is true; but seal
up the vision, for it belongs tomany days to
come.”

27 I, Daniel, fainted, andwas sick for some
days. Then I rose up, and did the king’s

business. I wondered at the vision, but no
one understood it.

9
1 In the first year of Darius the son of

Ahasuerus, of the offspring of the Medes,
who was made king over the realm of the
Chaldeans,

2 in the first year of his reign I, Daniel,
understood by the books the number of the
years about which the LORD’s† word came
to Jeremiah the prophet, for the accom-
plishing of the desolations of Jerusalem,
even seventy years.

3 I set my face to the Lord God, to seek by
prayer and petitions, with fasting in sack-
cloth and ashes.

4 I prayed to the LORDmy God, andmade
confession, and said,

“Oh, Lord, the great and dreadful God,
who keeps covenant and loving kindness
with those who love him and keep his
commandments,

5 we have sinned, and have dealt per-
versely, and have done wickedly, and have
rebelled, even turning aside from your pre-
cepts and from your ordinances.

6We haven’t listened to your servants
the prophets, who spoke in your name to
our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and
to all the people of the land.

7 “Lord, righteousness belongs to you,
but to us confusion of face, as it is today—
to the men of Judah, and to the inhabi-
tants of Jerusalem, and to all Israel, who
are near, and who are far off, through
all the countries where you have driven
them, because of their trespass that they
have trespassed against you.

8 Lord, to us belongs confusion of face,
to our kings, to our princes, and to our fa-
thers, because we have sinned against you.

9 To the Lord our God belong mer-
cies and forgiveness; for we have rebelled
against him.

10 We haven’t obeyed the LORD our
God’s voice, towalk inhis laws,whichhe set
before us by his servants the prophets.

11Yes, all Israel have transgressed your
law, turning aside, that they wouldn’t obey
your voice.

“Therefore the curse and the oathwrit-
ten in the law ofMoses the servant of God
has been poured out on us; for we have
sinned against him.

12 He has confirmed his words, which
he spoke against us, and against our judges
who judged us, by bringing on us a great
evil; for under the whole sky, such has not
been done as has been done to Jerusalem.

† 9:2: When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew
,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh).
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13As it iswritten in the lawofMoses, all
this evil has come on us. Yet we have not
entreated the favour of the LORD our God,
thatwe should turn fromour iniquities and
have discernment in your truth.

14 Therefore the LORD has watched
over the evil, and brought it on us; for the
LORD our God is righteous in all his works
which he does, and we have not obeyed his
voice.

15 “Now, Lord our God, who has
brought your people out of the land of
Egypt with a mighty hand, and have
gotten yourself renown, as it is today, we
have sinned. We have done wickedly.

16 Lord, according to all your righ-
teousness, please let your anger and your
wrath be turned away from your city
Jerusalem, your holy mountain, because
for our sins, and for the iniquities of our
fathers, Jerusalem and your people have
become a reproach to all who are around
us.

17 “Now therefore, our God, listen to
the prayer of your servant, and to his
petitions, and cause your face to shine on
your sanctuary that is desolate, for the
Lord’s sake.

18 My God, turn your ear and hear.
Openyour eyes and see ourdesolations and
the city which is called by your name; for
we don’t present our petitions before you
for our righteousness, but for your great
mercies’ sake.

19Lord, hear. Lord, forgive. Lord, listen
and do. Don’t defer, for your own sake, my
God, because your city and your people are
called by your name.”

20While Iwas speaking, praying, andcon-
fessing my sin and the sin of my people Is-
rael, andpresentingmysupplicationbefore
the LORD my God for the holy mountain of
my God—

21yes, while I was speaking in prayer, the
man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision
at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly,
touched me about the time of the evening
offering.

22 He instructed me and talked with me,
and said, “Daniel, I have now come to give
you wisdom and understanding.

23 At the beginning of your petitions the
commandmentwent out and Ihave come to
tell you, for you are greatly beloved. There-
fore consider the matter and understand
the vision.

24 “Seventy weeks are decreed on your
people and on your holy city, to finish dis-

obedience, to put an end to sin, to make
reconciliation for iniquity, to bring in ever-
lasting righteousness, to seal up vision and
prophecy, and to anoint themost holy.

25 “Know therefore and discern that from
the going out of the commandment to re-
storeand tobuild Jerusalemto theAnointed
One,‡ the prince, will be seven weeks and
sixty-two weeks. It will be built again with
street andmoat, even in troubled times.

26After the sixty-two weeks the Anointed
One§ will be cut off and will have nothing.
The people of the prince who come will
destroy the city and the sanctuary. Its end
will bewith a flood, andwarwill be even to
the end. Desolations are determined.

27 He will make a firm covenant with
many for one week. In the middle of the
week he will cause the sacrifice and the
offering to cease. On the wing of abomi-
nations will come one whomakes desolate.
Even to the full end that is decreed, wrath
will be poured out on the desolate.”

10
1 In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia

a revelation was revealed to Daniel, whose
name was called Belteshazzar. The reve-
lation was true, even a great warfare. He
understood the revelation, and had under-
standing of the vision.

2 In those days I, Daniel, was mourning
three whole weeks.

3 I ate no pleasant bread. No meat or
wine came into my mouth. I didn’t anoint
myself at all, until three whole weeks were
fulfilled.

4 In the twenty-fourth day of the first
month, as Iwasby the sideof the great river,
which is Hiddekel,

5 I lifted up my eyes and looked, and
behold, there was a man clothed in linen,
whose thighs were adorned with pure gold
of Uphaz.

6 His body also was like beryl, and his
face like the appearance of lightning, and
his eyes like flaming torches. His arms and
his feet were like burnished bronze. The
voice of his words was like the voice of a
multitude.

7 I, Daniel, alone saw the vision; for the
men who were with me didn’t see the vi-
sion; but a great quaking fell on them, and
they fled to hide themselves.

8 So I was left alone, and saw this great
vision. No strength remained inme; for my
face grew deathly pale, and I retained no
strength.

‡ 9:25: “Anointed One” can also be translated “Messiah” (same as “Christ”). § 9:26: “Anointed One” can also be
translated “Messiah” (same as “Christ”).
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9Yet I heard the voice of his words. When
I heard the voice of his words, then I fell
into a deep sleep on my face, with my face
towards the ground.

10 Behold, a hand touched me, which set
me on my knees and on the palms of my
hands.

11 He said to me, “Daniel, you greatly
beloved man, understand the words that I
speak to you. Stand upright, for I have been
sent to you, now.” When he had spoken this
word to me, I stood trembling.

12 Then he said to me, “Don’t be afraid,
Daniel; for from the first day that you set
your heart to understand, and to humble
yourself before your God, your words were
heard. I have come for your words’ sake.

13But the prince of the kingdom of Persia
withstoodme twenty-onedays; but, behold,
Michael, one of the chief princes, came to
help me because I remained there with the
kings of Persia.

14 Now I have come to make you under-
stand what will happen to your people in
the latter days; for the vision is yet formany
days.”

15 When he had spoken these words to
me, I set my face towards the ground, and
wasmute.

16 Behold, one in the likeness of the sons
of men touched my lips. Then I opened
my mouth, and spoke and said to him who
stood before me, “My lord, by reason of the
vision my sorrows have overtakenme, and
I retain no strength.

17For how can the servant ofmy lord talk
with my lord? For as for me, immediately
there remained no strength in me. There
was no breath left in me.”

18Then one like the appearance of a man
touchedmeagain, andhe strengthenedme.

19He said, “Greatly belovedman, don’t be
afraid. Peace be to you. Be strong. Yes, be
strong.”
Whenhespoke tome, Iwas strengthened,

and said, “Let my lord speak; for you have
strengthenedme.”

20Then he said, “Do you knowwhy I have
come to you? Now Iwill return to fightwith
the prince of Persia. When I go out, behold,
the prince of Greece will come.

21 But I will tell you what is inscribed in
the writing of truth. There is no one who
supports me against these except Michael,
your prince.

11
1 “As forme, in the first year of Darius the

Mede, I stood up to confirm and strengthen
him.

2 “Now I will show you the truth. Behold,
three more kings will stand up in Persia.

The fourth will be far richer than all of
them. When he has grown strong through
his riches, he will stir up all against the
realm of Greece.

3 A mighty king will stand up who will
rulewith great dominion, and do according
to his will.

4 When he stands up, his kingdom will
be broken, and will be divided towards the
four winds of the sky, but not to his pos-
terity, nor according to his dominion with
which he ruled; for his kingdom will be
plucked up, even for others besides these.

5 “The king of the south will be strong.
One of his princes will become stronger
than him and have dominion. His domin-
ion will be a great dominion.

6 At the end of years they will join them-
selves together. The daughter of the king
of the south will come to the king of the
north to make an agreement, but she will
not retain the strength of her arm. He will
also not stand, norwill his arm; but shewill
be given up, with those who brought her
and he who became her father, and he who
strengthened her in those times.

7 “But out of a shoot from her roots one
will stand up in his place who will come to
the army and will enter into the fortress of
the king of the north, and will deal against
them andwill prevail.

8He will also carry their gods, with their
molten images and their precious vessels of
silver and of gold, captive into Egypt. He
will refrain some years from the king of the
north.

9He will come into the realm of the king
of the south, but hewill return into his own
land.

10 His sons will wage war and will as-
semble a multitude of great forces which
will keep coming and overflow and pass
through. They will return and wage war,
even to his fortress.

11 “The king of the south will be moved
with anger andwill come out andfightwith
him, even with the king of the north. He
will send out a great multitude, and the
multitude will be given into his hand.

12The multitude will be lifted up, and his
heartwill be exalted. Hewill cast down tens
of thousands, but he won’t prevail.

13 The king of the north will return, and
will send out a multitude greater than the
former. He will come on at the end of the
times, even of years, with a great army and
with abundant supplies.

14 “In those times many will stand up
against the king of the south. Also the
children of the violent amongst your peo-
ple will lift themselves up to establish the
vision; but they will fall.
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15 So the king of the north will come and
cast up a mound, and take a well-fortified
city. The forces of the south won’t stand,
neither will his chosen people, neither will
there be any strength to stand.

16 But he who comes against him will do
according to his own will, and no one will
stand before him. He will stand in the
glorious land, and destructionwill be in his
hand.

17 He will set his face to come with the
strength of his whole kingdom, and with
him equitable conditions. He will perform
them. He will give him the daughter of
women to corrupt her; but she will not
stand, and won’t be for him.

18 After this he will turn his face to the
islands, and will take many; but a prince
will cause the reproach offered by him to
cease. Yes, moreover, he will cause his
reproach to turn on him.

19 Then he will turn his face towards the
fortresses of his own land; but hewill stum-
ble and fall, and won’t be found.

20 “Then one who will cause a tax collec-
tor topass through thekingdomtomaintain
its glory will stand up in his place; but
within few days he shall be destroyed, not
in anger, and not in battle.

21 “In his place, a contemptible person
will stand up, to whom they had not given
the honour of the kingdom; but he will
come in time of security, andwill obtain the
kingdom by flatteries.

22 The overwhelming forces will be over-
whelmed from before him, andwill be bro-
ken. Yes, also the prince of the covenant.

23 After the treaty is made with him, he
will work deceitfully; for he will come up,
andwill become strongwith a small people.

24 In time of security, he will come even
on the fattest places of the province. He
will do that which his fathers have not
done, nor his fathers’ fathers. He will scat-
ter amongst them prey, plunder, and sub-
stance. Yes, he will devise his plans against
the strongholds, even for a time.

25 “He will stir up his power and his
courage against the king of the south with
a great army; and the king of the south
will wagewar in battle with an exceedingly
great andmighty army; but he won’t stand,
for they will devise plans against him.

26Yes, those who eat of his delicacies will
destroy him, and his army will be swept
away. Many will fall down slain.

27As for both these kings, their heartswill
be to domischief, and theywill speak lies at
one table; but it won’t prosper, for the end
will still be at the appointed time.

28 Then he will return into his land with
great wealth. His heart will be against the

holy covenant. He will take action and
return to his own land.

29 “He will return at the appointed time
and come into the south; but it won’t be in
the latter time as it was in the former.

30 For ships of Kittim will come against
him. Therefore he will be grieved, and will
return, and have indignation against the
holy covenant, and will take action. He will
even return, and have regard to those who
forsake the holy covenant.

31 “Forces will stand on his part and
they will profane the sanctuary, even the
fortress, and will take away the continual
burnt offering. Then they will set up the
abomination that makes desolate.

32He will corrupt those who do wickedly
against the covenant by flatteries; but the
people who know their God will be strong
and take action.

33 “Those who are wise amongst the peo-
ple will instruct many; yet they will fall by
the sword and by flame, by captivity and by
plunder, many days.

34Nowwhen they fall, theywill be helped
with a little help; but many will join them-
selves to themwith flatteries.

35 Some of those who are wise will fall,
to refine them, and to purify, and to make
them white, even to the time of the end;
because it is yet for the appointed time.

36 “The king will do according to his will.
He will exalt himself, and magnify himself
above every god, andwill speakmarvellous
things against the God of gods. Hewill pros-
per until the indignation is accomplished;
for what is determined will be done.

37Hewon’t regard the gods of his fathers,
or the desire of women, or regard any god;
for he will magnify himself above all.

38But in his place he will honour the god
of fortresses. He will honour a god whom
his fathers didn’t know with gold, silver,
precious stones, and pleasant things.

39 He will deal with the strongest
fortresses by the help of a foreign god.
He will increase with glory whoever
acknowledges him. He will cause them to
rule overmany, andwill divide the land for
a price.

40 “At the time of the end, the king of the
south will contend with him; and the king
of the north will come against him like a
whirlwind, with chariots, with horsemen,
and with many ships. He will enter into
the countries, and will overflow and pass
through.

41Hewill enter also into theglorious land,
and many countries will be overthrown;
but these will be delivered out of his hand:
Edom, Moab, and the chief of the children
of Ammon.
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42Hewill also stretchout his handagainst
the countries. The land of Egypt won’t es-
cape.

43 But he will have power over the trea-
sures of gold and of silver, and over all the
precious things of Egypt. The Libyans and
the Ethiopians will be at his steps.

44 But news out of the east and out of the
north will trouble him; and he will go out
with great fury to destroy and utterly to
sweep awaymany.

45He will plant the tents of his palace be-
tween the sea and the glorious holy moun-
tain; yet hewill come to his end, and no one
will help him.

12
1 “At that time Michael will stand up, the

great prince who stands for the children of
your people. Therewill be a timeof trouble,
such as never was since there was a nation
even to that same time. At that time, your
people will be delivered—everyone who is
foundwritten in the book.

2Many of those who sleep in the dust of
the earth will awake, some to everlasting
life, and some to shame and everlasting
contempt.

3 Those who are wise will shine as the
brightness of the expanse. Those who turn
many to righteousness will shine like the
stars forever and ever.

4 But you, Daniel, shut up the words and
seal the book, even to the time of the end.
Many will run back and forth, and knowl-
edge will be increased.”

5 Then I, Daniel, looked, and behold, two
others stood, one on the river bank on this
side, and the other on the river bankon that
side.

6 One said to the man clothed in linen,
who was above the waters of the river,
“How long will it be to the end of these
wonders?”

7 I heard the man clothed in linen, who
was above the waters of the river, when
he held up his right hand and his left hand
to heaven, and swore by him who lives
forever that itwill be for a time, times, anda
half; andwhen they have finished breaking
in pieces the power of the holy people, all
these things will be finished.

8 I heard, but I didn’t understand. Then I
said, “My lord, what will be the outcome of
these things?”

9 He said, “Go your way, Daniel; for the
words are shut up and sealed until the time
of the end.

10 Many will purify themselves, make
themselves white, and be refined; but the
wicked will do wickedly. None of the
wicked will understand; but those who are
wise will understand.

11“Fromthe time that the continual burnt
offering is taken away and the abomination
that makes desolate set up, there will be
one thousand and two hundred and ninety
days.

12 Blessed is he who waits and comes to
the one thousand and three hundred and
thirty-five days.

13 “But go your way until the end; for you
will rest and will stand in your inheritance
at the end of the days.”

13
THEHISTORYOF SUSANNA

1 †A man lived in Babylon, and his name
was Joakim.

2 He took a wife, whose name was Su-
sanna, the daughter of Helkias, a very fair
woman, and one who feared the Lord.

3 Her parents were also righteous, and
taught their daughter according to the law
of Moses.

4Now Joakim was a great rich man, and
had a beautiful garden next to his house.
The Jews used to come to him, because he
wasmore honourable than all others.

5 The same year, two of the elders of the
people were appointed to be judges, such
as the Lord spoke of, that wickedness came
fromBabylon fromelderswhowere judges,
who were supposed to govern the people.

6 These were often at Joakim’s house. All
that had any lawsuits came to them.

7 When the people departed away at
noon, Susannawent intoherhusband’s gar-
den to walk.

8 The two elders saw her going in every
day and walking; and they were inflamed
with lust for her.

9 They perverted their own mind and
turned away their eyes, that theymight not
look to heaven, nor remember just judge-
ments.

10And although they bothwerewounded
with lust for her, yet dared not show the
other his grief.

11For theywere ashamed to declare their
lust, what they desired to do with her.

12 Yet they watched eagerly from day to
day to see her.

13 The one said to the other, “Let’s go
home, now; for it is dinner time.”

† 13:1: The History of Susanna is translated from chapter 13 of Daniel in the Greek Septuagint. It is not found in the
traditional Hebrew text of Daniel. The History of Susanna is recognised as Deuterocanonical Scripture by the Roman
Catholic, Greek Orthodox, and Russian Orthodox Churches.
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14Sowhen they had gone out, they parted
company, and turning back again, they
came to the same place. After they had
asked one another the cause, they acknowl-
edged their lust. Then they appointed a
time both together, when they might find
her alone.

15 It happened, as they watched on an
opportune day, she went in as before with
only two maids, and she desired to wash
herself in the garden; for it was hot.

16 There was nobody there except the
two elders who had hid themselves and
watched her.

17 Then she said to her maids, “Bring me
olive oil and ointment, and shut the garden
doors, that I may washmyself.”

18 They did as she asked them and shut
the garden doors, and went out themselves
at the side doors to fetch the things that she
had commanded them. They didn’t see the
elders, because they were hidden.

19Nowwhen the maids had gone out, the
two elders rose up and ran to her, saying,

20“Behold, thegardendoors are shut, that
no man can see us, and we are in love with
you. Therefore consent to us, and lie with
us.

21 If you will not, we will testify against
you, that a youngmanwas with you; there-
fore you sent yourmaids away from you.”

22 Then Susanna sighed, and said, “I am
trapped; for if I do this thing, it is death to
me. If I don’t do it, I can’t escapeyourhands.

23 It isbetter forme to fall intoyourhands,
and not do it, than to sin in the sight of the
Lord.”

24 With that Susanna cried with a loud
voice; and the two elders cried out against
her.

25 Then one of them ran and opened the
garden doors.

26 So when the servants of the house
heard the cry in the garden, they rushed in
at the side door to see what had happened
to her.

27 But when the elders had told their
tale, the servants were greatly ashamed;
for there was never such a report made of
Susanna.

28 It came to pass on the next day,
when the people assembled to her husband
Joakim, the two elders came full of their
wicked intent against Susanna to put her to
death,

29 and said before the people, “Send for
Susanna, the daughter of Helkias, Joakim’s
wife.” So they sent;

30 and she came with her father and
mother, her children, and all her kindred.

31 Now Susanna was a very delicate
woman, and beautiful to behold.

32 These wicked men commanded her to
be unveiled, for she was veiled, that they
might be filled with her beauty.

33 Therefore her friends and all who saw
her wept.

34 Then the two elders stood up in the
midst of the people and laid their hands
upon her head.

35 She, weeping, looked up towards
heaven; for her heart trusted in the Lord.

36 The elders said, “As we walked in the
garden alone, thiswoman came inwith two
maids, shut the garden doors, and sent the
maids away.

37 Then a young man who was hidden
there came to her and lay with her.

38Andwe, being ina cornerof the garden,
saw this wickedness and ran to them.

39 And when we saw them together, we
couldn’t hold the man; for he was stronger
than we, and opened the doors, and leapt
out.

40But having taken thiswoman,weasked
who the youngmanwas, but she would not
tell us. We testify these things.

41 Then the assembly believed them, as
those who were elders of the people and
judges; so they condemned her to death.

42 Then Susanna cried out with a loud
voice, and said, “O everlasting God, you
know the secrets, and know all things be-
fore they happen.

43 You know that they have testified
falsely against me. Behold, I must die, even
though I never did such things as thesemen
havemaliciously invented against me.”

44The Lord heard her voice.
45Thereforewhen shewas led away to be

put to death, God raised up the holy spirit of
a young youth, whose namewas Daniel.

46He cried with a loud voice, “I am clear
from the blood of this woman!”

47 Then all the people turned them to-
wards him, and said, “What do these words
that you have spokenmean?”

48 So he, standing in the midst of them,
said, “Are you all such fools, you sons of
Israel, that without examination or knowl-
edge of the truth you have condemned a
daughter of Israel?

49Return again to the place of judgement;
for these have testified falsely against her.”

50Thereforeall thepeople turnedagain in
haste, and the elders said to him, “Come, sit
down amongst us, and show it to us, seeing
God has given you the honour of an elder.”

51ThenDaniel said to them, “Put them far
apart from each another, and I will exam-
ine them.”

52 So when they were put apart one from
another, he called one of them, and said
to him, “O you who have become old in



Daniel (Greek) 13:53 834 Daniel (Greek) 14:16

wickedness, now your sins have returned
which you have committed before,

53 in pronouncing unjust judgement, con-
demning the innocent, and letting theguilty
go free; although the Lord says, ‘You shall
not kill the innocent and righteous.’

54Now then, if you sawher, tellme, under
which tree did you see them companying
together?”
He answered, “Under amastick tree.”
55 And Daniel said, “You have certainly

lied against your own head; for even now
the angel of God has received the sentence
of God andwill cut you in two.”

56 So he put him aside, and commanded
to bring the other, and said to him, “O you
seed of Canaan, and not of Judah, beauty
has deceived you, and lust has perverted
your heart.

57Thus youhave dealtwith the daughters
of Israel, and they for fear were intimate
with you; but the daughter of Judah would
not tolerate your wickedness.

58 Now therefore tell me, under which
tree did you take them being intimate to-
gether?”
He answered, “Under an evergreen oak

tree.”
59ThenDaniel said to him, “You have also

certainly lied against your own head; for
the angel of Godwaitswith the sword to cut
you in two, that hemay destroy you.”

60 With that, all the assembly cried out
with a loud voice, and blessed God, who
saves those who hope in him.

61Then they arose against the two elders,
for Daniel had convicted them of false testi-
mony out of their ownmouth.

62According to the law of Moses they did
to them what they maliciously intended to
do to their neighbour. They put them to
death, and the innocent blood was saved
the same day.

63Therefore Helkias and his wife praised
God for their daughter Susanna, with
Joakim her husband, and all the kindred,
because there was no dishonesty found in
her.

64 And from that day forth, Daniel had a
great reputation in the sight of the people.

14
Bel and the Dragon

1 †King Astyages was gathered to his fa-
thers, and Cyrus the Persian received his
kingdom.

2Daniel livedwith the king, andwas hon-
oured above all his friends.

3Now the Babylonians had an idol called
Bel, and every day twelve great measures
of fine flour, forty sheep, and six firkins‡ of
wine were spent on it.

4 The king honoured it and went daily to
worship it; but Daniel worshipped his own
God. The king said to him, “Why don’t you
worship Bel?”

5Hesaid, “Because Imaynothonour idols
made with hands, but only the living God,
who has created the sky and the earth, and
has sovereignty over all flesh.”

6 Then the king said to him, “Don’t you
think that Bel is a living god? Don’t you see
howmuch he eats and drinks every day?”

7 Then Daniel laughed, and said, “O king,
don’t be deceived; for this is just clay inside,
and brass outside, and never ate or drank
anything.”

8So the king was angry, and called for his
priests, and said to them, “If you don’t tell
mewho this iswhodevours these expenses,
you shall die.

9But if you can showme that Bel devours
them, then Daniel shall die; for he has spo-
ken blasphemy against Bel.”
Daniel said to the king, “Let it be accord-

ing to your word.”
10Now there were seventy priests of Bel,

besides their wives and children. The king
went with Daniel into Bel’s temple.

11 So Bel’s priests said, “Behold, we will
leave; but you, O king, set out the food, and
mix the wine and set it out, shut the door
securely, and seal it with your own signet.

12When you come in the morning, if you
don’t find that Bel has eaten everything, we
will suffer death, or elseDaniel, who speaks
falsely against us.”

13They weren’t concerned, for under the
table they had made a secret entrance, by
which they entered in continually, and con-
sumed those things.

14 It happened, when they had gone out,
the king set the food before Bel. Now
Daniel had commanded his servants to
bring ashes, and they scattered them all
over the temple in the presence of the king
alone. Then they went out, shut the door,
sealed it with the king’s signet, and so de-
parted.

15Now in the night, the priests camewith
their wives and children, as they usually
did, and ate and drank it all.

16 In the morning, the king arose, and
Daniel with him.

† 14:1: BelandtheDragon is translated fromchapter14ofDaniel in theGreekSeptuagint. It isnot found in the traditional
Hebrew text of Daniel. Bel and the Dragon is recognised as Deuterocanonical Scripture by the Roman Catholic, Greek
Orthodox, and Russian Orthodox Churches. ‡ 14:3: a firkin is about 41 litres or 11 gallons.
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17 The king said, “Daniel, are the seals
whole?”
He said, “Yes, O king, they are whole.”
18And as soon as he had opened the door,

the king looked at the table, and cried with
a loud voice, “You are great, O Bel, andwith
you is no deceit at all!”

19ThenDaniel laughed, and held the king
that he should not go in, and said, “Behold
now the pavement, and mark well whose
footsteps these are.”

20 The king said, “I see the footsteps of
men, women, and children.” Then the king
was angry,

21 and took the priests with their wives
and children, who showed him the secret
doors, where they came in and consumed
the things that were on the table.

22Therefore the king killed them, and de-
livered Bel into Daniel’s power, who over-
threw it and its temple.

23 In that same place there was a great
dragon which the people of Babylon wor-
shipped.

24 The king said to Daniel, “Will you also
say that this is of brass? Behold, he lives,
eats and drinks. You can’t say that he is no
living god. Therefore worship him.”

25 Then Daniel said, “I will worship the
Lordmy God; for he is a living God.

26But allowme, O king, and I will kill this
dragonwithout sword or staff.”
The king said, “I allow you.”
27 Then Daniel took pitch, fat, and hair,

andmelted them together, andmade lumps
of them. He put these in the dragon’s
mouth, so the dragon ate and burst apart.
Daniel said, “Behold, these are the gods you
all worship.”

28 When the people of Babylon heard
that, they took great indignation, and con-
spired against the king, saying, “The king
has become a Jew. He has pulled down Bel,
slain the dragon, and put the priests to the
sword.”

29 So they came to the king, and said,
“DeliverDaniel to us, or elsewewill destroy
you and your house.”

30 Now when the king saw that they
trapped him, being constrained, the king
delivered Daniel to them.

31They cast him into the lion’s den,where
he was six days.

32 There were seven lions in the den,
and they had been giving them two car-
casses and two sheep every day, which then
were not given to them, intending that they
would devour Daniel.

33 Now there was in Jewry the prophet
Habakkuk,§ who had made stew, and had

brokenbread intoabowl. Hewasgoing into
the field to bring it to the reapers.

34 But the angel of the Lord said to
Habakkuk, “Go carry the dinner that you
have into Babylon to Daniel, in the lions’
den.”

35 Habakkuk said, “Lord, I never saw
Babylon. I don’t knowwhere the den is.”

36Then the angel of the Lord took him by
the crown, and lifted him up by the hair of
his head, andwith the blast of his breath set
him in Babylon over the den.

37 Habakkuk cried, saying, “O Daniel,
Daniel, take the dinner which God has sent
you.”

38 Daniel said, “You have remembered
me, O God! You haven’t forsaken thosewho
love you!”

39 So Daniel arose and ate; and the angel
of God set Habakkuk in his own place again
immediately.

40 On the seventh day, the king came to
mourn for Daniel. When he came to the
den, he looked in, and, behold, Daniel was
sitting.

41 Then the king cried with a loud voice,
saying, “Great are you, O Lord, you God of
Daniel, and there is none other beside you!”

42So he drew him out, and cast those that
were the cause of his destruction into the
den; and they were devoured in a moment
before his face.

§ 14:33: Gr. Ambakoum.
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TheWisdom of Solomon
The Wisdom of Solomon is recognised as

Deuterocanonical Scripture by the Roman
Catholic, Greek Orthodox, and Russian Or-
thodox Churches.

1
1Love righteousness, all youwhoare judges

of the earth.
Think of the Lord†with a goodmind.

Seek him in singleness of heart,
2 because he is found by those who
don’t put him to the test,

and is manifested to those who trust
him.

3 for crooked thoughts separate from God.
His Power convicts when it is tested,
and exposes the foolish;

4 because wisdom will not enter into a soul
that devises evil,

nor dwell in a body that is enslaved by
sin.

5 For a holy spirit of discipline will flee de-
ceit,

and will depart from thoughts that are
without understanding,

and will be ashamed when unrigh-
teousness has come in.

6For‡wisdom is a spirit who loves man,
and she will not hold a§ blasphemer
guiltless for his lips,

because God is witness of his inmost
self,

and is a true overseer of his heart,
and a hearer of his tongue.

7 Because the spirit of the Lord has filled†
the world,

and thatwhichholdsall things together
knows what is said.

8 Therefore no one who utters unrighteous
things will be unseen;

neither will Justice, when it convicts,
pass him by.

9 For in his counsels the ungodly will be
searched out,

and the sound of hiswordswill come to
the Lord to bring his lawless deeds to
conviction;

10because a jealous ear listens to all things,
and the noise of murmurings is not
hidden.

11Beware then of unprofitablemurmuring,
and keep your tongue from slander;
because no secret utterance will go on
its way void,

and a lyingmouth destroys a soul.
12Don’t court death in the error of your life.

Don’t draw destruction upon your-
selves by the works of your hands;

13because God didn’t make death,
neither does he delight when the living
perish.

14 For he created all things that they might
have being.

The generative powers of theworld are
wholesome,

and there is no poison of destruction in
them,

nor has Hades‡ royal dominion upon
earth;

15 for righteousness is immortal,
16 but ungodly men by their hands and
their words summon death;

deeming him a friend they§ pined
away.

Theymade a covenant with him,
because they areworthy to belongwith
him.

2
1 For they said† within themselves, with

unsound reasoning,
“Our life is short and sorrowful.
There is no healing when aman comes
to his end,

and no one was ever known who‡ was
released fromHades.

2Because wewere born bymere chance,
and hereafter we will be as though we
had never been,

because the breath in our nostrils is
smoke,

and reason is a spark kindled by the
beating of our heart,

3whichbeingextinguished, thebodywill be
turned into ashes,

and the spirit will be dispersed as thin
air.

4Our namewill be forgotten in time.
No one will remember our works.
Our life will pass away as the traces of
a cloud,

and will be scattered as is a mist,
when it is chased by the rays of the sun,
and§ overcome by its heat.

5 For our allotted time is the passing of a
shadow,

and our end doesn’t retreat,
because it is securely sealed, and no
one† turns it back.

† 1:1: Gr. in goodness. ‡ 1:6: Some authorities read the spirit of wisdom is loving to man. § 1:6: Or, reviler
† 1:7: Gr. the inhabited earth. ‡ 1:14: Or, a royal house § 1:16: Or,were consumedwith love of him † 2:1: Or,

amongst ‡ 2:1: Or, returned out of Hades § 2:4: Gr. weighed down. † 2:5: Or, comes again
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6 “Come therefore and let’s enjoy the good
things that exist.

Let’s use the creation earnestly as in
our youth.

7 Let’s fill ourselves with costly wine and
perfumes,

and let no spring flower pass us by.
8 Let’s crown ourselves with rosebuds be-

fore they wither.
9Let none of us go without his share in our

proud revelry.
Let’s leave tokens ofmirth everywhere,
because this is our portion, and this is
our lot.

10Let’s oppress the righteous poor.
Let’s not spare the widow,
nor regard the grey hair of the oldman.

11But let our strength be a law of righteous-
ness;

for that which is weak is proven use-
less.

12But let’s lie in wait for the righteousman,
because he annoys us,
is contrary to our works,
reproachesuswith sins against the law,
and charges us with sins against our
training.

13He professes to have knowledge of God,
and calls himself a child of the Lord.

14 He became to us a reproof of our
thoughts.

15He is grievous to us even to look at,
because his life is unlike other men’s,
and his paths are strange.

16We were regarded by him as something
worthless,

and he abstains from our ways as from
uncleanness.

He calls the latter end of the righteous
happy.

He boasts that God is his father.
17Let’s see if his words are true.

Let’s testwhatwill happen at the end of
his life.

18 For if the righteous man is God’s son, he
will uphold him,

and he will deliver him out of the hand
of his adversaries.

19Let’s test himwith insult and torture,
that wemay find out how gentle he is,
and test his patience.

20Let’s condemn him to a shameful death,
for he will be protected, according to
his words.”

21 Thus they reasoned, and they were led
astray;

for their wickedness blinded them,
22 and they didn’t know the mysteries of

God,
neither did they hope forwages of holi-
ness,

nordid theydiscern that there is aprize
for blameless souls.

23 Because God created man for incorrup-
tion,

and made him an image of his own
everlastingness;

24 but death entered into the world by the
envy of the devil,

and those who belong to him experi-
ence it.

3
1 But the souls of the righteous are in the

hand of God,
and no torment will touch them.

2 In the eyes of the foolish they seemed to
have died.

Their departure was considered a dis-
aster,

3and their travel away from us ruin,
but they are in peace.

4 For even if in the sight of men they are
punished,

their hope is full of immortality.
5Having borne a little chastening, they will

receive great good;
because God tested them, and found
themworthy of himself.

6He tested them like gold in the furnace,
and he accepted them as awhole burnt
offering.

7 In the time of their visitation they will
shine.

Theywill runbackand forth like sparks
amongst stubble.

8 They will judge nations and have domin-
ion over peoples.

The Lord will reign over them forever.
9 Those who trust him will understand
truth.

The faithful will live with him in love,
because grace and mercy are with his
chosen ones.

10But the ungodly will be punished even as
their reasoning deserves,

thosewhoneglected righteousness and
revolted from the Lord;

11 for he who despises wisdom and dis-
cipline is miserable.

Their hope is void and their toils unprof-
itable.

Their works are useless.
12Theirwives are foolish and their children

are wicked.
13Their descendants are cursed.

For the barren woman who is undefiled is
happy,

she who has not conceived in trans-
gression.

Shewill have fruit whenGod examines
souls.
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14 So is the eunuch which has done no law-
less deed with his hands,

nor imaginedwicked things against the
Lord;

for a precious gift will be given to him for
his faithfulness,

and a delightful inheritance in the
Lord’s sanctuary.

15 For good labours have fruit of great
renown.

The root of understanding can’t fail.
16 But children of adulterers will not come

tomaturity.
The seedof anunlawful unionwill van-
ish away.

17 For if they live long, they will not be
esteemed,

and in the end, their old age will be
without honour.

18 If they die young, they will have no hope,
nor consolation in the day of judge-
ment.

19For the end of an unrighteous generation
is always grievous.

4
1 It is better to be childless with virtue,

for immortality is in the memory of
virtue,

because it is recognised both before
God and before men.

2When it is present, people imitate it.
They long after it when it has departed.

Throughout all time itmarches, crowned in
triumph,

victorious in the competition for the
prizes that are undefiled.

3 But the multiplying brood of the ungodly
will be of no profit,

and their illegitimate offshoots won’t
take deep root,

nor will they establish a sure hold.
4 For even if they grow branches and flour-

ish for a season,
standingunsure, theywill be shakenby
the wind.

They will be uprooted by the violence
of winds.

5 Their branches will be broken off before
they come tomaturity.

Their fruit will be useless,
never ripe to eat, and fit for nothing.

6Forunlawfully conceivedchildrenarewit-
nesses of wickedness

against parents when they are investi-
gated.

7But a righteousman, even if he dies before
his time, will be at rest.

8 For honourable old age is not that which
stands in length of time,

nor is its measure given by number of
years,

9butunderstanding is greyhair tomen,
and an unspotted life is ripe old age.

10 Being found well-pleasing to God, some-
one was loved.

While living amongst sinners he was
transported.

11 He was caught away, lest evil should
change his understanding,

or guile deceive his soul.
12 For the fascination of wickedness ob-

scures the things which are good,
and the whirl of desire perverts an in-
nocent mind.

13Beingmade perfect quickly,
he filled a long time;
14 for his soul was pleasing to the Lord.
Thereforehehurriedoutof themidst of
wickedness.

15 But the peoples saw and didn’t under-
stand,

not considering this, that grace and
mercy are with his chosen,

and that he visits his holy ones;
16 but a righteous man who is dead will

condemn theungodlywhoare living,
and youthwho is quickly perfectedwill
condemn the many years of an un-
righteous man’s old age.

17For the ungodlywill see awiseman’s end,
and won’t understand what the Lord
planned for him,

and why he safely kept him.
18They will see, and they will despise;

but the Lord will laugh them to scorn.
After this, they will become a dishonoured

carcass
and a reproach amongst the dead for-
ever;

19 because he will dash them speechless to
the ground,

and will shake them from the founda-
tions.

They will lie utterly waste.
They will be in anguish
and their memory will perish.

20 They will come with coward fear when
their sins are counted.

Their lawless deeds will convict them
to their face.

5
1Then the righteousmanwill stand in great

boldness
before the face of those who afflicted
him,

and those who make his labours of no
account.
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2When they see him, they will be troubled
with terrible fear,

and will be amazed at the marvel of
salvation.

3 They will speak amongst themselves re-
penting,

and for distress of spirit they will
groan,

“This was he whom we used to hold in
derision,

as a parable of reproach.
4We fools considered his life madness,

and his end without honour.
5Howwashe countedamongst sonsofGod?

How is his lot amongst saints?
6 Truly we went astray from the way of

truth.
The light of righteousness didn’t shine
for us.

The sun didn’t rise for us.
7We† tookourfill of thepathsof lawlessness

and destruction.
We travelled through trackless deserts,
but we didn’t know the Lord’s way.

8What did our arrogance profit us?
What good have riches and boasting
brought us?

9Those things all passed away as a shadow,
like a rumour that runs by,
10 like a ship passing through the bil-
lowywater,

which, when it has gone by, there is no
trace to be found,

no pathway of its keel in the waves.
11Or it is like when a bird flies through the

air,
no evidence of its passage is found,
but the light wind, lashed with the
stroke of its pinions,

and torn apart with the violent rush of
themovingwings, is passed through.

Afterwards no sign of its coming re-
mains.

12 Or it is like when an arrow is shot at a
mark,

the air it divided closes up again imme-
diately,

so thatmendon’t knowwhere it passed
through.

13 So we also, as soon as we were born,
ceased to be;

and we had no sign of virtue to show,
but we were utterly consumed in our
wickedness.”

14 Because the hope of the ungodly man is
like chaff carried by the wind,

and‡ as§ foam vanishing before a tem-
pest;

and is scattered like smokeby thewind,
and passes by as the remembrance of a
guest who stays just a day.

15But the righteous live forever.
Their reward is in the Lord,
and the care for them with the Most
High.

16 Therefore they will receive the crown of
royal dignity

and the diadem of beauty from the
Lord’s hand,

because he will cover them with his right
hand,

and he will shield themwith his arm.
17Hewill take his zeal as complete armour,

and will make the whole creation his
weapons to punish his enemies:

18He will put on righteousness as a breast-
plate,

andwill wear impartial judgement as a
helmet.

19 He will take holiness as an invincible
shield.

20 He will sharpen stern wrath for a
sword.

The universe will go with him to fight
against his frenzied foes.

21 Shafts of lightning will fly with true aim.
They will leap to the mark from the
clouds, as from awell-drawn bow.

22Hailstones full of wrath will be hurled as
from a catapult.

The water of the sea will be angered
against them.

Rivers will sternly overwhelm them.
23Amighty wind will encounter them.

It will winnow them away like a tem-
pest.

So lawlessness will make all the land deso-
late.

Their evil-doing will overturn the
thrones of princes.

6
1 Hear therefore, you kings, and under-

stand.
Learn, you judges of the ends of the
earth.

2Give ear, you rulers who have domin-
ion over many people,

and make your boast† in multitudes of
nations,

3 because your dominion was given to you
from the Lord,

and your sovereignty from the Most
High.

† 5:7: See Proverbs 14:14. ‡ 5:14: Gr. like foam chased to thinness: or, as thin foam chased. § 5:14: Most Greek
authorities readhoar frost: someauthorities, perhaps rightly, a spider’sweb. † 6:2: Or, in themultitudesof yournations
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Hewill search out your works,
and will enquire about your plans,

4because being officers of his kingdom, you
didn’t judge rightly,

nor did you keep the law,
nor did you walk according to God’s
counsel.

5 He will come upon you awfully and
swiftly,

because a stern judgement comes on
those who are in high places.

6For themanof lowestatemaybepardoned
inmercy,

butmightymenwill bemightily tested.
7 For the Sovereign Lord of all will not be

impressed with anyone,
neitherwill he showdeference togreat-
ness;

because it is he who made both small and
great,

and cares about them all;
8but the scrutiny that comes upon the pow-

erful is strict.
9Therefore,mywords are to you, Oprinces,

that youmay learnwisdomand not fall
away.

10 For those who have kept the things that
are holy in holiness will be made
holy.

Those who have been taught them will
find what to say in defence.

11Therefore set your desire onmywords.
Long for them, and you princes will be
instructed.

12Wisdom is radiant anddoesn’t fade away;
and is easily seen by those who love
her,

and found by those who seek her.
13 She anticipates those who desire her,

making herself known.
14 He who rises up early to seek her won’t

have difficulty,
for he will find her sitting at his gates.
15For to think upon her is perfection of
understanding,

and he who watches for her will
quickly be free from care;

16because she herself goes around, seeking
those who are worthy of her,

and in their paths she appears to them
graciously,

and in every purpose shemeets them.
17 For her true beginning is desire for in-

struction;
and desire for instruction is love.

18And love is observance of her laws.
To give heed to her laws confirms im-
mortality.

19 Immortality brings closeness to God.

20 So then desire for wisdom promotes
to a kingdom.

21 If therefore you delight in thrones and
sceptres, you princes of peoples,

honour wisdom, that you may reign
forever.

22 But what wisdom is, and how she came
into being, I will declare.

I won’t hide mysteries from you;
but I will explore from her first begin-
ning,

bring the knowledge of her into clear
light,

and I will not pass by the truth.
23 Indeed, I won’t travel with consuming

envy,
because envy will have no fellowship
with wisdom.

24 But a multitude of wise men is salvation
to the world,

and an understanding king is stability
for his people.

25Thereforebe instructedbymywords, and
you will profit.

7
1 I myself am also† mortal, like everyone

else,
and am a descendant of one formed
first and born of the earth.

2 I moulded into flesh in the time of ten
months inmymother’s womb,

being compacted in blood from the
seed of man and pleasure of mar-
riage.

3 I also, when I was born, drew in the com-
mon air,

and fell upon the kindred earth,
uttering, like all, formyfirst voice, the same

cry.
4 I was nursed with care in swaddling

clothes.
5For no king had a different beginning,

6 but all men have one entrance into
life, and a common departure.

7For this cause Iprayed, andunderstanding
was given to me.

I asked, and a spirit of wisdom came to
me.

8 I preferred her before sceptres and
thrones.

I considered riches nothing in compar-
ison to her.

9 Neither did I liken to her any priceless
gem,

because all gold in her presence is a
little sand,

and silver will be considered as clay
before her.

† 7:1: Many authorities read amortal man.
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10 I loved her more than health and beauty,
and I chose to have her rather than
light,

becauseher bright shining is never laid
to sleep.

11All good things came tomewith her,
and innumerable riches are in her
hands.

12And I rejoiced over them all because wis-
dom leads them;

although I didn’t know that she was
their mother.

13As I learntwithout guile, I impartwithout
grudging.

I don’t hide her riches.
14 For she is a treasure for men that doesn’t

fail,
and those who use it obtain friendship
with God,

commended by the gifts which they
present through discipline.

15 But may God grant that I may speak his
judgement,

and to conceive thoughts worthy of
what has been givenme;

because he is onewho guides evenwis-
dom andwho corrects the wise.

16 For both we and our words are in his
hand,

with all understanding and skill in var-
ious crafts.

17 For he himself gave me an unerring
knowledge of the things that are,

to know the structure of the universe
and the operation of the elements;

18 the beginning, end, and middle of
times;

the alternations of the solstices and the
changes of seasons;

19 the circuits of years and the positions
of stars;

20 the natures of living creatures and
the raging of wild beasts;

the violence of‡winds and the thoughts
of men;

the diversities of plants and the virtues
of roots.

21 All things that are either secret or mani-
fest I learnt,

22 forwisdom, that is the architect of all
things, taught me.

For there is in her a spirit that is quick to
understand, holy,

unique, manifold, subtle, freely mov-
ing, clear in utterance, unpolluted,

distinct, invulnerable, loving what is
good, keen, unhindered,

23 beneficent, loving towards man,
steadfast, sure, free from care, all-
powerful, all-surveying,

and penetrating through all spirits that
are quick to understand, pure, most
subtle.

24For wisdom is moremobile than anymo-
tion.

Yes, she pervades and penetrates all
things by reason of her purity.

25For she is a breath of the power of God,
and a pure emanation of the glory of
the Almighty.

Thereforenothingdefiledcanfindentrance
into her.

26For she is a reflection of everlasting light,
an unspotted mirror of the working of
God,

and an image of his goodness.
27Although she is one, she has power to do

all things.
Remaining in herself, she renews all
things.

From generation to generation passing into
holy souls,

shemakes friends of God andprophets.
28ForGod lovesnothing asmuchas one
who dwells with wisdom.

29For she is fairer than the sun,
and above all the constellations of the
stars.

She is better than light.
30For daylight yields to night,

but evil does not prevail against wis-
dom.

8
1But she reaches from one end to the other

with full strength,
and orders all things well.

2 I loved her and sought her frommy youth.
I sought to take her for my bride.
I became enamoured by her beauty.

3She glorifies her noble birth by livingwith
God.

The Sovereign Lord of all loves her.
4 For she is initiated into the knowledge of

God,
and she chooses his works.

5 But if riches are a desired possession in
life,

what is richer than wisdom, which
makes all things?

6And if understanding is effective,
whomore than†wisdom is an architect
of the things that exist?

7 If a man loves righteousness,
the fruits of wisdom’s labour‡ are
virtues,

‡ 7:20: Or, spirits † 8:6: Gr. she. ‡ 8:7: Gr. her labours
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for she teaches soberness, understand-
ing, righteousness, and courage.

There is nothing in life more profitable
for people than these.

8And if anyone longs for wide experience,
she knows the things of old, and infers
the things to come.

She understands subtleties of speeches
and interpretations of dark sayings.

She foresees signs and wonders, and
the issues of seasons and times.

9 Therefore I determined to take her to live
withme,

knowing that she isonewhowouldgive
me good counsel,

and encourageme in cares and grief.
10Because of her, I will have glory amongst

multitudes,
and honour in the sight of elders,
though I am young.

11 I will be found keen when I give judge-
ment.

I will be admired in the presence of
rulers.

12When I am silent, they will wait for me.
When I open my lips, they will heed
what I say.

If I continue speaking, they will put
their hands on their mouths.

13Because of her, I will have immortality,
and leavebehindaneternalmemory to
those who come after me.

14 I will govern peoples.
Nations will be subjected to me.

15 Dreaded monarchs will fear me when
they hear of me.

Amongst the people, I will showmyself
to be good, and courageous in war.

16 When I come into my house, I will find
rest with her.

For conversation with her has no bit-
terness,

and living with her has no pain, but
gladness and joy.

17When I considered these things inmyself,
and thought inmyhearthowimmortal-
ity is in kinship to wisdom,

18and in her friendship is good delight,
and in the labours of her hands is
wealth that doesn’t fail,

and understanding is in her compan-
ionship,

and great renown in having fellowship
with her words,

I went about seeking how to take her to
myself.

19Now I was a clever child, and received a
good soul.

20Or rather, being good, I came into an
undefiled body.

21But perceiving that I could not otherwise
possess wisdom unless God gave her
to me—

yes, and to know and understand by
whom the grace is given—

I pleaded with the Lord and implored
him, and withmywhole heart I said:

9
1 “OGod ofmy ancestors and Lord ofmercy,

whomade all things by your word;
2and by your wisdom you formedman,

that he should have dominion over the
creatures that weremade by you,

3 and rule the world in holiness and righ-
teousness,

and execute judgement in uprightness
of soul,

4 give me wisdom, her who sits by you
on your thrones.

Don’t reject me from amongst your† ser-
vants,

5because I amyour servant and the son
of your handmaid,

a weak and short-livedman,
with little power to understand judge-
ment and laws.

6 For even if a man is perfect amongst the
sons of men,

if the wisdom that comes from you is
not with him, he will count for noth-
ing.

7You choseme to be king of your people,
and a judge for your sons and daugh-
ters.

8You gave a command to build a sanctuary
on your holy mountain,

and‡ an altar in the city where you live,
a copy of the holy tent which you pre-
pared from the beginning.

9 Wisdom is with you and knows your
works,

and was present when you were mak-
ing the world,

and understands what is pleasing in
your eyes,

and what is right according to your
commandments.

10 Send her from the holy heavens,
and ask her to come from the throne of
your glory,

that being present with me she may
work,

and I may learn what pleases you well.
11 For she knows all things and under-

stands,
and she will guide me prudently in my
actions.

† 9:4: Or, children ‡ 9:8: Or, a place of sacrifice
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She will guardme in her glory.
12 Somyworks will be acceptible.

I will judge your people righteously,
and I will be worthy of my father’s§
throne.

13 For what man will know the counsel of
God?

Or who will conceive what the Lord
wills?

14For the thoughts of mortals are unstable,
and our plans are prone to fail.

15 For a corruptible body weighs down the
soul.

The earthy tent burdens a mind that is
full of cares.

16Wecanhardlyguess the things that areon
earth,

and we find the things that are close at
handwith labour;

but who has traced out the things that
are in the heavens?

17Who gained knowledge of your counsel,
unless you gave wisdom,

and sent your holy spirit from on high?
18 It was thus that theways of thosewho are

on earth were corrected,
and men were taught the things that
are pleasing to you.

They were saved through wisdom.”

10
1 Wisdom† guarded to the end the first

formed father of the world, who was
created alone,

and delivered himout of his own trans-
gression,

2 and gave him strength to rule over all
things.

3 But when an unrighteous man fell away
from her in his anger,

he perished himself in the rage with
which he killed his brother.

4When for his cause the earth was drown-
ing with a flood,

wisdom again saved it,
guiding the righteous man’s course by a

paltry piece of wood.

5 Moreover, when nations consenting to-
gether in wickedness had been con-
founded,

wisdom‡ knew the righteous man, and
preserved him blameless to God,

and kept him strong when his heart
yearned towards his child.

6 While the ungodly were perishing, wis-
dom§ delivered a righteous man,

when he fled from the fire that de-
scended out of heaven on the five
cities.

7Towhosewickedness a smokingwaste still
witnesses,

and plants bearing fair fruit that
doesn’t ripen,

a disbelieving soul has a memorial: a
standing pillar of salt.

8For having passed wisdom by,
not only were they disabled from
recognising the things which are
good,

but they also left behind them for their
life a monument of their folly,

to the end that where they stumbled,
theymight fail even to be unseen;

9 but wisdom delivered those who waited
on her out of troubles.

10 When a righteous man was a fugitive
from a brother’s wrath,† wisdom
guided him in straight paths.

She showed him God’s kingdom, and
gave him knowledge of holy things.

Sheprosperedhim inhis toils, andmul-
tiplied the fruits of his labour.

11 When in their covetousness men dealt
harshly with him,

she stood by him andmade him rich.
12 She guarded him from enemies,

and she kept him safe from those who
lay in wait.

Overhis severe conflict, shewatchedas
judge,

that he might know that godliness is
more powerful than every one.

13Whena righteousmanwas sold,‡wisdom
didn’t forsake him,

but she delivered him from sin.
She went down with him into a dun-
geon,

14and in bonds she didn’t depart from him,
until she brought him the sceptre of a
kingdom,

and authority over those that dealt like
a tyrant with him.

She also showed those who had mock-
ingly accused him to be false,

and gave him eternal glory.

15 Wisdom§ delivered a holy people and a
blameless seed from a nation of op-
pressors.

16 She entered into the soul of a servant of
the Lord,

and withstood terrible kings in won-
ders and signs.

§ 9:12: Gr. thrones. † 10:1: Gr. She. ‡ 10:5: Gr. she § 10:6: Gr. she † 10:10: Gr. she. ‡ 10:13: Gr. she.
§ 10:15: Gr. she.
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17 She rendered to holy men a reward of
their toils.

She guided them along a marvellous
way,

and became to them a covering in the
day-time,

and a starry flame through the night.
18 She brought them over the Red sea,

and led them throughmuchwater;
19but she drowned their enemies,

and she cast them up from the bottom
of the deep.

20 Therefore the righteous plundered the
ungodly,

and they sangpraise toyourholyname,
O Lord,

and extolled with one accord your
hand that fought for them,

21becausewisdomopened themouth of the
mute,

and made the tongues of babes to speak
clearly.

11
1 Wisdom prospered their works in the

hand of a holy prophet.
2 They travelled through a desert without

inhabitant,
and theypitched their tents in trackless
regions.

3Theywithstoodenemies andrepelled foes.
4They thirsted, and they called upon you,

andwaterwas given to themout of the†
flinty rock,

and healing of their thirst out of the
hard stone.

5 For by what things their foes were pun-
ished,

by these they in their need were bene-
fitted.

6When enemieswere troubledwith clotted
blood

instead of a river’s ever-flowing foun-
tain,

7 to rebuke the decree for the slaying of
babies,

you gave themabundantwater beyond
all hope,

8having shownby the thirstwhich theyhad
suffered

how you punished the adversaries.
9 For when they were tried, although chas-

tened inmercy,
they learnt how the ungodly were tor-
mented, being judged with wrath.

10Foryou tested theseasa fatheradmonish-
ing them;

but you searched out those as a stern
king condemning them.

11Yes andwhether theywere far offornear,
they were equally distressed;

12 for a double grief seized them,
and a groaning at thememory of things
past.

13 For when they heard that through their
own punishments the others benefit-
ted,

they recognised the Lord.
14For himwho long before was thrown out

and exposed they stoppedmocking.
In the end ofwhat happened, theymar-
velled,

having thirsted in another manner
than the righteous.

15But in return for the senseless imaginings
of their unrighteousness,

wherein they were led astray to wor-
ship irrational reptiles andwretched
vermin,

you sent upon themamultitude of irra-
tional creatures to punish them,

16 that they might learn that by what
things aman sins, by these he is pun-
ished.

17For your all-powerful hand
that created the world out of formless
matter

didn’t lack means to send upon them a
multitude of bears, fierce lions,

18 or newly-created and unknown wild
beasts, full of rage,

either breathing out a blast of fiery
breath,

or belching out smoke,
or flashing dreadful sparks from their
eyes;

19 which had power not only to consume
them by their violence,

but to destroy them even by the terror
of their sight.

20 Yes and without these they might have
fallen by a single breath,

being pursued by Justice, and scattered
abroad by the breath of your power;

butyouarrangedall thingsbymeasure,
number, and weight.

21 For to be greatly strong is yours at all
times.

Who couldwithstand themight of your
arm?

22Because the whole world before you is as
a grain in a balance,

and as a drop of dew that comes down
upon the earth in themorning.

23 But you have mercy on all men, because
you have power to do all things,

and you overlook the sins ofmen to the
end that theymay repent.

† 11:4: See Deuteronomy 8:15; Psalms 114:8.
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24For you love all things that are,
andabhornoneof the thingswhichyou
made;

For you never would have formed any-
thing if you hated it.

25 How would anything have endured un-
less you had willed it?

Or that which was not called by you,
howwould it have been preserved?

26But you spare all things, because they are
yours,

O Sovereign Lord, you who love the
living.

12
1 For your incorruptible spirit is in all

things.
2 Therefore you convict little by little those

who fall from the right way,
and, putting them in remembrance by
the things wherein they sin, you ad-
monish them,

that escaping from their wickedness
theymay believe in you, O Lord.

3 For truly the old inhabitants of your holy
land,

4 hating them because they practised
detestable works of enchantments
and unholy rites—

5merciless slaughters of children
and sacrificial banquets of men’s flesh
and of blood—

6allies in an impious fellowship,
and murderers of their own helpless
babes,

it was your counsel to destroy by the
hands of our fathers;

7 that the land which in your sight is
most precious of all

might receive a worthy colony of God’s
servants.†

8 Nevertheless you even spared these as
men,

andyousenthornets‡as forerunnersof
your army,

to cause them to perish little by little.
9 Not that you were unable to subdue the

ungodly under the hand of the righ-
teous in battle,

or by terrible beasts or by a stern word
tomake awaywith them at once,

10 but judging them little by little you gave
them a chance to repent,

not being ignorant that their nature by
birth was evil,

their wickedness inborn,
and that their manner of thought
would never be changed.

11 For they were a cursed seed from the
beginning.

It wasn’t through fear of any that you
left them unpunished for their sins.

12For whowill say, “What have you done?”
Or “Who will withstand your judge-
ment?”

Who will accuse you for the perishing of
nations which you caused?

Orwhowill come and stand before you
as an avenger for unrighteous men?

13 For there isn’t any God beside you that
cares for all,

that you might show that you didn’t
judge unrighteously.

14No king or prince will be able to confront
you

about those whom you have punished.
15 But being righteous, you rule all things

righteously,
deeming it a thing alien from your
power

to condemnonewhodoesn’t deserve to
be punished.

16 For your strength is the source of righ-
teousness,

and your sovereignty over all makes
you to forbear all.

17 For when men don’t believe that you
are perfect in power, you show your
strength,

and in dealing with those who think
this, you confuse their boldness.

18 But you, being sovereign in strength,
judge in gentleness,

andwith great forbearance you govern
us;

for the power is yours whenever you
desire it.

19Butyou taught yourpeopleby suchworks
as these,

how the righteous must be kind.
Youmade your sons to have good hope,

because you give repentance when
men have sinned.

20For if on thosewhowere enemies of your
servants§ and deserving of death,

you tookvengeancewith so great delib-
eration and indulgence,

giving them times and opportunities
when they might escape from their
wickedness,

21 with how great care you judged your
sons,

to whose fathers you gave oaths and
covenants of good promises!

† 12:7: Or, children ‡ 12:8: Or,wasps § 12:20: Or, children
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22 Therefore while you chasten us, you
scourge our enemies ten thousand
timesmore,

to the intent that we may ponder your
goodness whenwe judge,

and when we are judged may look for
mercy.

23Therefore also the unrighteous that lived
in a life of folly,

you tormented through their own
abominations.

24 For truly they went astray very far in the
ways of error,

Taking as gods those animals† which
even amongst their enemies were
held in dishonour,

deceived like foolish babes.
25 Therefore, as to unreasoning children,

you sent your judgement to mock
them.

26But those who would not be admonished
bymild correction

will experience the deserved judge-
ment of God.

27 For through the sufferings they were in-
dignant of,

being punished in these creatures
which they supposed to be gods,

they saw and recognised as the true
God him whom they previously re-
fused to know.

Therefore also the result of extreme
condemnation came upon them.

13
1For truly allmenwhohadnoperceptionof

God were foolish by nature,
and didn’t gain power to know him
who exists from the good things that
are seen.

They didn’t recognise the architect
from his works.

2But they thought that either fire, or wind,
or swift air,

or circling stars, or raging water, or
luminaries of heaven

were gods that rule the world.
3 If it was through delight in their beauty

that they took them to be gods,
let them know how much better their
Sovereign Lord is than these,

for the first author of beauty created
them.

4But if it was through astonishment at their
power and influence,

then let them understand from them
how much more powerful he who
formed them is.

5 For from the greatness of the beauty of
created things,

mankind forms the corresponding per-
ception of their Maker.†

6 But yet for these men there is but small
blame,

for they too perhaps go astray
while they are seeking God and desir-
ing to find him.

7 For they diligently search while living
amongst his works,

and they trust their sight that the things
that they look at are beautiful.

8But again even they are not to be excused.
9For if they had power to know somuch,

that they should be able to explore the
world,

how is it that they didn’t find the
Sovereign Lord sooner?

10But theyweremiserable, and their hopes
were in dead things,

who called them gods which are works
of men’s hands,

gold and silver, skilfullymade, and like-
nesses of animals,

or a useless stone, the work of an an-
cient hand.

11 Yes and some‡ woodcutter might saw
down a tree that is easily moved,

skilfully strip away all its bark,
and fashion it in attractive form, make
a useful vessel to serve his life’s
needs.

12Burning the scraps fromhishandiwork to
cook his food,

he eats his fill.
13Takingadiscarded scrapwhich servedno

purpose,
a crooked piece of wood and full of
knots,

he carves it with the diligence of his
idleness,

and shapes it by the skill of his idleness.
He shapes it in the image of a man,

14 or makes it like some worthless ani-
mal,

smearing it with something red, paint-
ing it red,

and smearing over every stain in it.
15Havingmade a worthy chamber for it,

he sets it in awall, securing itwith iron.
16He plans for it that it may not fall down,

knowing that it is unable to help itself
(for truly it is an image, and needs
help).

17 When he makes his prayer concerning
goods andhismarriage and children,

† 12:24: Gr. living creatures: and so elsewhere in this book. † 13:5: Gr. is the first maker of them seen. ‡ 13:11:
Gr. carpenter who is awoodcutter.
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he is not ashamed to speak to that
which has no life.

18Yes, for health, he calls upon thatwhich is
weak.

For life, he implores thatwhich is dead.
For aid, he supplicates that which has
no experience.

For a good journey, he asks that which
can’t so much as move a step.

19 And for profit in business and good suc-
cess of his hands,

he asks ability from that which has
hands with no ability.

14
1Again, one preparing to sail, and about to

journey over raging waves,
calls upon a piece of woodmore fragile
than the vessel that carries him.

2For the hunger for profit planned it,
and wisdom was the craftsman who
built it.

3Your providence, O Father, guides it along,
because even in the sea you gave away,
and in the waves a sure path,

4 showing that you can save out of every
danger,

that even a man without skill may put
to sea.

5 It is your will that the works of your wis-
dom should not be ineffective.

Therefore men also entrust their lives
to a little piece of wood,

and passing through the surge on a raft
come safely to land.

6 For† in the old time also, when proud
giants were perishing,

the hope of the world, taking refuge on
a raft,

your hand guided the seed of genera-
tions of the race of men.

7 For blessed is wood through which comes
righteousness;

8 but the idol made with hands is ac-
cursed, itself and he that made it;

because his was the working, and the
corruptible thing was called a god.

9 For both the ungodly and his ungodliness
are alike hateful to God;

10 for truly the deed will be punished
together with himwho committed it.

11 Therefore also there will be a visita-
tion amongst the idols of the nation,

because, though formed of things
which God created, they were made
an abomination,

stumbling blocks to the souls of men,
and a snare to the feet of the foolish.

12 For the devising of idols was the begin-
ning of fornication,

and the invention of them the corrup-
tion of life.

13 For they didn’t exist from the beginning,
and they won’t exist forever.

14 For by the boastfulness of men they en-
tered into the world,

and therefore a speedy end was
planned for them.

15For a father worn with untimely grief,
making an image of the child quickly
taken away,

now honoured him as a godwhich was
then a dead human being,

and delivered to those that were under
himmysteries and solemn rites.

16Afterward theungodlycustom, inprocess
of time grown strong, was kept as a
law,

and the engraved images received
worship by the commandments of
princes.

17Andwhenmen could not honour them in
presence because they lived far off,

imagining the likeness from afar,
they made a visible image of the king
whom they honoured,

that by their zeal they might flatter the
absent as if present.

18 But worship was raised to a yet higher
pitch, even by thosewho didn’t know
him,

urged forward by the ambition of the
architect;

19 for he, wishing perhaps to please his
ruler,

used his art to force the likeness to-
wards a greater beauty.

20So themultitude, allured by reason of the
grace of his handiwork,

nowconsider anobject of devotionhim
that a little beforewas honoured as a
man.

21And this became an ambush,
because men, in bondage either to
calamity or to tyranny,

invested stones and stocks with the
Name that shouldn’t be shared.

22Afterward it was not enough for them to
go astray concerning the knowledge
of God,

but also, while they live in a great war
of ignorance, they call a multitude of
evils peace.

23 For either slaughtering children in
solemn rites, or celebrating secret
mysteries,

or holding frenzied revels of strange
customs,

† 14:6: The Greek text here may be corrupt.
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24 no longer do they guard either life or
purity of marriage,

but one brings upon another either
death by treachery, or anguish by
adultery.

25 And all things confusedly are filled with
blood andmurder, theft and deceit,

corruption, faithlessness, tumult, per-
jury,

26 confusion about what is good, forgetful-
ness of favours,

ingratitude for benefits,
defiling of souls, confusion of sex,
disorder in marriage, adultery and
wantonness.

27For the worship of idols that may not
be named *

is a beginning and cause and end of
every evil.

28For theirworshippers eithermakemerry
to madness, or prophesy lies,

or live unrighteously, or lightly commit
perjury.

29For putting their trust in lifeless idols,
when they have sworn a wicked oath,
they expect not to suffer harm.

30 But on both counts, the just doom will
pursue them,

because they had evil thoughts of God
by giving heed to idols,

and swore unrighteously in deceit
through contempt for holiness.

31For it is not the power of things by which
men swear,

but it is the just penalty for those who
sin

that always visits the transgression of
the unrighteous.

15
1But you, our God, are gracious and true,

patient, and in mercy ordering all
things.

2 For even if we sin, we are yours, knowing
your dominion;

but we will not sin, knowing that we
have been accounted yours.

3 For to be acquainted with you is† perfect
righteousness,

and to know your dominion is the root
of immortality.

4 For we weren’t led astray by any evil plan
of men’s,

nor yet by painters’ fruitless labour,
a form stained with varied colours,

5 the sight of which leads fools into‡ lust.

Their desire is for the breathless form
of a dead image.

6 Lovers of evil things, and worthy of such
hopes,

are those who make, desire, and wor-
ship them.

7For a potter, kneading soft earth,
laboriouslymoulds each article for our
service.

He fashions out of the same clay
both the vessels that minister to clean
uses, and those of a contrary sort,

all in like manner.
What shall be the use of each article of

either sort,
the potter is the judge.

8Also, labouring to an evil end, hemoulds a
vain god out of the same clay,

he who, having but a little before been
made of earth,

after a short space goes his way to the
earth out of which he was taken,

when he is required to give back the§
soul which was lent him.

9However he has anxious care,
not because his powers must fail,
nor because his span of life is short;

But he compares himself with goldsmiths
and silversmiths,

and he imitates molders in† brass,
and considers it great that he moulds
counterfeit gods.

10His heart is ashes.
His hope is of less value than earth.
His life is of less honour than clay,

11 because he was ignorant of him who
moulded him,

and of him that inspired into him‡ an
active§ soul,

and breathed into him a vital spirit.
12But† he accounted our life to be a game,

and our‡ lifetime a festival for profit;
for, he says, onemust get gain however one

can, even if it is by evil.
13 For this man, beyond all others, knows

that he sins,
out of earthymattermaking brittle ves-
sels and engraved images.

14 But most foolish and more miserable
than a baby,

are the enemies of your people, who
oppressed them;

15because theyevenconsideredall the idols
of the nations to be gods,

which have neither the use of eyes for
seeing,

nor nostrils for drawing breath,
* 14:27: Exodus 23:13; Psalms 16:4; Hosea 2:17; Wisdom 14:21 † 15:3: Gr. entire. ‡ 15:5: Some authorities read

reproach. § 15:8: Or, life † 15:9: Or, copper ‡ 15:11: Gr. a soul that moves to activity. § 15:11: Or, life
† 15:12: Some authorities read they accounted. ‡ 15:12: Or,way of life
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nor ears to hear,
nor fingers for handling,
and their feet are helpless for walking.

16For amanmade them,
and one whose own spirit is borrowed
moulded them;

fornoonehaspoweras aman tomould
a god like himself.

17But, being mortal, he makes a dead thing
by the work of lawless hands;

for he is better than the objects of his
worship,

since he indeed had life, but they never
did.

18 Yes, and they worship the creatures that
are most hateful,

for, being compared as to lack of sense,
these are worse than all others;

19 Neither, as seen beside other creatures,
are they beautiful, so that one should
desire them,

but they have escaped both the praise
of God and his blessing.

16
1 For this cause, they were deservedly pun-

ished through creatures like those
which they worship,

and tormented through a multitude of
vermin.

2 Instead of this punishment, you, giving
benefits to your people,

prepared quails for food,
a delicacy to satisfy the desire of their ap-

petite,
3 to the end that your enemies, desiring

food,
might for the hideousness of the crea-
tures sent amongst them,

loathe even the necessary appetite;
but these, your people, having for a short

time suffered lack,
might even partake of delicacies.

4For it was necessary that inescapable lack
should come upon those oppressors,

but that to these it should only be
showed how their enemies were tor-
mented.

5 For even when terrible raging of wild
beasts came upon your people,

and they were perishing by the bites of
crooked serpents,

yourwrath didn’t continue to the utter-
most;

6but for admonitionwere they troubled for
a short time,

having a token of salvation
to put them in remembrance of the
commandment of your law;

7 for he who turned towards it was not
saved because of that which was
seen,

but because of you, the Saviour of all.
8 Yes, and in this you persuaded our ene-

mies
that you are he who delivers out of
every evil.

9For thebites of locusts andflies truly killed
them.

No healing for their life was found,
because they were worthy to be pun-
ished by such things.

10 But your children weren’t overcome by
the very fangs of venomous dragons,

for your mercy passed by where they
were and healed them.

11 For they were bitten to put them in re-
membrance of your oracles,

and were quickly saved, lest, falling
into deep forgetfulness,

they should become unable to respond
to your kindness.

12For truly it was neither herb nor poultice
that cured them,

but your word, O Lord, which heals all
people.

13 For you have authority over life and
death,

and you lead down to the gates of
Hades, and lead up again.

14But though aman kills by hiswickedness,
he can’t retrieve the spirit that has de-
parted

or release the imprisoned soul.

15But it is not possible to escape your hand;
16 for ungodly men, refusing to know you,

were scourged in the strengthof your
arm,

pursued with strange rains and hails
and relentless storms,

and utterly consumedwith fire.
17For, what wasmost marvellous,

in thewaterwhich quenches all things,
the fire burnt hotter;

for the world fights for the righteous.
18For at one time the flamewas restrained,

that it might not burn up the creatures
sent against the ungodly,

but that these themselves as they
looked might see that they were
chased by the judgement of God.

19Atanother timeeven in themidstofwater
it burns more intensely than fire,

that it may destroy the produce of an
unrighteous land.

20 Instead of these things, you gave your
people angels’ food to eat,

and you provided ready-to-eat bread
for them from heaven without toil,



Wisdom of Solomon 16:21 850 Wisdom of Solomon 17:16

having the virtue of every pleasant
flavour,

and agreeable to every taste.
21 For your nature showed your sweetness

towards your children,
while that bread, serving the desire of
the eater,

changed itself according to everyman’s
choice.

22But snow and ice endured fire, and didn’t
melt,

that people might know that fire was
destroying the fruits of the enemies,

burning in the hail and flashing in the
rains;

23 and that this fire, again, in order that
righteous people may be nourished,

has even forgotten its own power.
24 For the creation, ministering to you, its

maker,
strains its forceagainst theunrighteous
for punishment

and inkindness, slackens it onbehalf of
those who trust in you.

25 Therefore at that time also, converting
itself into all forms,

it ministered to your all-nourishing
bounty,

according to the desire of those who
had need,

26 that your children, whom you loved, O
Lord, might learn

that it is not the growth of crops that
nourishes aman,

but that your word preserves those
who trust you.

27For that which was not destroyed by fire,
melted away when it was simply
warmed by a faint sunbeam,

28 that it might be known that we must rise
before the sun to give you thanks,

andmust pray to you at the dawning of
the light;

29 for the hope of the unthankful will melt
as the winter’s hoar frost,

andwill flowaway aswater that has no
use.

17
1 For your judgements are great, and hard

to interpret;
therefore undisciplined souls went
astray.

2 For when lawless men had supposed
that they held a holy nation in their
power,

they, prisoners of darkness, and bound
in the fetters of a long night,

kept close beneath their roofs,
lay exiled from the eternal providence.

3 For while they thought that they were
unseen in their secret sins,

theywere divided fromone another by
a dark curtain of forgetfulness,

stricken with terrible awe, and very
troubled by apparitions.

4For neither did the dark recesses that held
them guard them from fears,

but terrifying sounds rang around
them,

and dismal phantoms appeared with
unsmiling faces.

5 And no power of fire prevailed to give
light,

neither were the brightest flames of
the stars strong enough to illuminate
that gloomy night;

6 but only the glimmering of a self-kindled
fire appeared to them, full of fear.

In terror, they considered the things
which they saw

to be worse than that sight, on which
they could not gaze.

7 The mockeries of their magic arts were
powerless, now,

and a shameful rebuke of their boasted
understanding:

8For thosewho promised to drive away ter-
rors and disorders from a sick soul,

these were sick with a ludicrous fear-
fulness.

9 For even if no troubling thing frighted
them,

yet, scaredwith the creeping of vermin
and hissing of serpents,

10 they perished trembling in fear,
refusing even to look at the air, which
could not be escaped on any side.

11For wickedness, condemned by awitness
within, is a coward thing,

and, being pressed hard by conscience,
always has added forecasts of the
worst.

12 For fear is nothing else but a surren-
der of the help which reason offers;

13 and from within, the expectation of
being less

prefers ignorance of the cause that
brings the torment.

14But they, all through the night which was
powerless indeed,

and which came upon them out of the
recesses of powerless Hades,

sleeping the same sleep,
15nowwere haunted bymonstrous ap-
paritions,

and nowwere paralysed by their soul’s
surrendering;

for sudden and unexpected fear came
upon them.

16 So then whoever it might be, sinking
down in his place,
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was kept captive, shut up in that prison
which was not barred with iron;

17 for whether he was a farmer, or a shep-
herd,

or a labourer whose toils were in the
wilderness,

he was overtaken, and endured that
inescapable sentence;

for they were all bound with one chain
of darkness.

18Whether there was a whistling wind,
or a melodious sound of birds amongst
the spreading branches,

or a measured fall of water running
violently,

19 or a harsh crashing of rocks hurled
down,

or the swift courseofanimalsbounding
along unseen,

or the voice ofwild beasts harshly roar-
ing,

or an echo rebounding from the hol-
lows of themountains,

all these things paralysed them with
terror.

20For thewholeworldwas illuminatedwith
clear light,

and was occupied with unhindered
works,

21while over them alone was spread a
heavy night,

an image of the darkness that should
afterward receive them;

but to themselves, they were heavier
than darkness.

18
1 But for your holy ones there was great

light.
Their enemies, hearing their voice but
not seeing their form,

counted it a happy thing that they too
had suffered,

2 yet for that they do not hurt them, though
wronged by them before, they are
thankful;

and because they had been at variance
with them, they begged for pardon.

3Thereforeyouprovidedaburningpillar of
fire,

to be a guide for your people’s un-
known journey,

and a harmless sun for their glorious
exile.

4 For the Egyptians well deserved to be
deprived of light and imprisoned by
darkness,

they who had imprisoned your chil-
dren,

through whom the incorruptible light
of the lawwas to be given to the race
of men.

5 After they had taken counsel to kill the
babes of the holy ones,

andwhena single child hadbeen aban-
doned and saved to convict them of
their sin,

you took away from them their multi-
tude of children,

and destroyed all their army together
in amighty flood.

6Our fathersweremadeawareof that night
beforehand,

that, having sure knowledge, they
might be cheered by the oaths which
they had trusted.

7Salvation of the righteous and destruction
of the enemies was expected by your
people.

8 For as you took vengeance on the adver-
saries,

by the same means, calling us to your-
self, you glorified us.

9 For holy children of good men offered
sacrifice in secret,

andwithoneconsent theyagreed to the
covenant of the divine law,

that they would partake alike in the
same good things and the same per-
ils,

the fathers already leading the sacred
songs of praise.

10 But the discordant cry of the enemies
echoed back,

and a pitiful voice of lamentation for
children was spread abroad.

11 Both servant and master were punished
with the same just doom,

and the commoner suffering the same
as king;

12 Yes, they all together, under one form of
death,

had corpses without number.
For the living were not sufficient even to

bury them,
Since at a single stroke, theirmost cher-
ished offspring was consumed.

13 For while they were disbelieving all
things by reason of the enchant-
ments,

upon the destruction of the firstborn
they confessed the people to be God’s
children.

14 For while peaceful silence wrapped all
things,

andnight inherownswiftnesswashalf
spent,

15 your all-powerful word leapt from
heaven, from the royal throne,

a stern warrior, into the midst of the
doomed land,

16 bearing as a sharp sword your authentic
commandment,
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and standing, it filled all things with
death,

andwhile it touched theheaven it stood
upon the earth.

17Then immediately apparitions in dreams
terribly troubled them,

andunexpected fears cameupon them.
18 And each, one thrown here half dead,

another there,
made knownwhy he was dying;

19 for the dreams, disturbing them, fore-
warned them of this,

that they might not perish without
knowing why they were afflicted.

20The experience of death also touched the
righteous,

and a multitude were destroyed in the
wilderness,

but the wrath didn’t last long.
21 For a blameless man hurried to be their

champion,
bringing the weapon of his own min-
istry,

prayer, and the atoning sacrifice of in-
cense.

He withstood the indignation and set an
end to the calamity,

showing that he was your servant.
22And he overcame the anger,

not by strength of body, not by force of
weapons,

but by his word, he subdued the
avenger

by bringing to remembrance oaths and
covenants made with the fathers.

23 For when the dead had already fallen in
heaps one upon another,

he intervened and stopped the wrath,
and cut off its way to the living.

24 For the whole world was pictured on his
long robe,

and thegloriesof the fatherswereupon
the engraving of the four rows of pre-
cious stones,

and yourmajestywas upon the diadem
on his head.

25 The destroyer yielded to these, and they
feared;

for itwas enough only to test thewrath.

19
1But indignationwithoutmercy cameupon

the ungodly to the end;
for God also foreknew their future,

2 how, having changed their minds to let
your people go,

and having sped them eagerly on their
way,

they would change their minds and
pursue them.

3 For while they were yet in the midst of
their mourning,

and lamentingat thegravesof thedead,
theymade another foolish decision,
and pursued as fugitives those whom
they had begged to leave and driven
out.

4 For the doom which they deserved was
drawing them to this end,

and it made them forget the things that
had happened to them,

that they might fill up the punishment
whichwas yet lacking from their tor-
ments,

5and thatyourpeoplemight journeyon
by amarvellous road,

but they themselves might find a
strange death.

6 For the whole creation, each part in its
diverse kind, wasmade new again,

complying with your commandments,
that your servants might be kept un-
harmed.

7 Then the cloud that overshadowed the
campwas seen,

and dry land rising up out of what had
been water,

out of the Red sea an unhindered high-
way,

and a grassy plain out of the violent
surge,

8 by which they passed over with all
their army,

these who were covered with your
hand,

having seen strangemarvels.
9For like horses they roamed at large,

and they skipped about like lambs,
praising you, O Lord, who was their
deliverer.

10For they still remembered the things that
happened in the time of their so-
journing,

how instead of bearing cattle, the land
brought forth lice,

and instead of fish, the river spewed
out amultitude of frogs.

11But afterwards, they also saw a new kind
of birds,

when, led on by desire, they asked for
luxurious dainties;

12 for, to comfort them, quails came up for
them from the sea.

13Punishments came upon the sinners,
not without the signs that were given
beforehand by the violence of the
thunder,

for they justly suffered through their
ownwickednesses,
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for the hatred which they practised to-
wards guests was grievous indeed.

14 For while the others didn’t receive the
strangers when they came to them,

the Egyptians made slaves of guests
whowere their benefactors.

15And not only so, but while punishment of
some sortwill comeupon the former,

since they received as enemies those
whowere aliens;

16 because these first welcomed with
feastings,

and then afflicted with dreadful toils,
those who had already shared with
them in the same rights.

17 And moreover they were stricken with
loss of sight

(even as were those others at the righ-
teous man’s doors),

when, being surroundedwith yawning
darkness,

they each looked for the passage
through his own door.

18For as the notes of a lute vary the charac-
ter of the rhythm,

even so the elements, changing their
order one with another,

continuing always in its sound,
as may clearly be conjectured from the
sight of the things that have hap-
pened.

19For creatures of the dry landwere turned
into creatures of the waters,

and creatures that swim moved upon
the land.

20Fire kept themastery of its own power in
water,

and water forgot its quenching nature.
21 On the contrary, flames didn’t consume

flesh of perishable creatures that
walked amongst them,

neither did they melt the crystalline
grains of ambrosial food that were
melted easily.

22 For in all things, O Lord, you magnified
your people,

and you glorified them and didn’t
lightly regard them,

standingby their side in every timeand
place.
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TheWisdom of Jesus the
Son of Sirach,

or
Ecclesiaticus

The Wisdom of Jesus the Son of Sirach,
also called Ecclesiasticus, is recognised as
Deuterocanonical Scripture by the Roman
Catholic, Greek Orthodox, and Russian Or-
thodox Churches.

The Prologue of the Wisdom of Jesus the
Son of Sirach.
WHEREAS many and great things have

been delivered to us by the law and the
prophets, and by the others that have fol-
lowed in their steps, forwhichwemust give
Israel the praise for instruction and wis-
dom; and since not only the readers need
to become skilful themselves, but also those
who love learning must be able to profit
those who are outside, both by speaking
and writing; my grandfather Jesus, having
much given himself to the reading of the
law, the prophets, and the other books of
our fathers, and having gained great famil-
iaritywith them,wasalsodrawnonhimself
towrite somewhatpertaining to instruction
and wisdom, in order that those who love
learning, and are devoted to these things,
might make progress much more by living
according to the law. You are entreated
therefore to readwith favourandattention,
and to pardon us, if in any parts of what we
have laboured to interpret, we may seem
to fail in some of the phrases. For things
originally spoken in Hebrew don’t have the
same force in them when they are trans-
lated into another language. Not only these,
but the law itself, and the prophecies, and
the rest of the books, have no small differ-
ence,when theyare spoken in their original
language. For having come into Egypt in
the thirty-eighth year of Energetes the king,
and having continued there some time, I
found a copy giving no small instruction.
I thought it therefore most necessary for
me to apply some diligence and travail to
translate this book, applying indeed much
watchfulness and skill in that space of time
to bring the book to an end and publish for
them also, who in the land of their travels
are desiring to learn, preparing their char-
acter in advance, so as to live according to
the law.

1
1All wisdom comes from the Lord,

and is with him forever.
2Who can count the sand of the seas,

the drops of rain,
and the days of eternity?

3Whowill search out the height of the sky,
the breadth of the earth, the deep,
and wisdom?

4 Wisdom has been created before all
things,

and the understanding of prudence
from everlasting.

5 †
6 To whom has the root of wisdom been

revealed?
Who has known her shrewd counsels?
7 ‡

8There is one wise, greatly to be feared,
sitting upon his throne: the Lord.

9He created her.
He saw andmeasured her.
He poured her out upon all his works.

10 She is with all flesh according to his gift.
He gave her freely to those who love
him.

11The fear of the Lord is glory, exultation,
gladness, and a crown of rejoicing.

12The fear of the Lordwill delight the heart,
and will give gladness, joy, and length
of days.

13 Whoever fears the Lord, it will go well
with him at the last.

He will be blessed in the day of his
death.

14 To fear the Lord is the beginning of wis-
dom.

Itwas created togetherwith the faithful
in the womb.

15 She§ laid an eternal foundation with
men.

She will be trusted amongst their off-
spring.

16To fear the Lord is the fullness ofwisdom.
She inebriates menwith her fruits.

17 She will fill all her house with desirable
things,

and her storehouses with her produce.
18 The fear of the Lord is the crown of wis-

dom,
making peace and† perfect health to
flourish.‡

19He both saw andmeasured her.
† 1:5: Verse 5 is omitted by the best authorities: The source of wisdom is God’s word in the highest heaven, and her ways
are the eternal commandments. ‡ 1:7: Verse 7 is omittedby thebest authorities: Towhomwas theknowledgeofwisdom

manifested? Whohasunderstoodher abundant experience? § 1:15: Gr. nested. † 1:18: Gr. health of cure. ‡ 1:18:
The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities: Bothare gifts ofGod for peace; gloryopensout for thosewho
love him. He saw her and took hermeasure.
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He rained down skill and knowledge of
understanding,

and exalted the honour of those who
hold her fast.

20To fear the Lord is the root of wisdom.
Her branches are length of days.
21 §

22Unjust wrath can never be justified,
for his wrath tips the scale to his down-
fall.

23 A man that is patient will resist for a
season,

and afterward gladness will spring up
to him.

24 He will hide his words until the right
moment,

and the lips of many will tell of his
understanding.

25 A wise saying is in the treasures of wis-
dom;

but godliness is an abomination to a
sinner.

26 If youdesirewisdom, keep the command-
ments

and the Lordwill give her to you freely;
27 for the fear of the Lord is wisdom and

instruction.
Faith and humility are his good plea-
sure.

28Don’t disobey the fear of the Lord.
Don’t come to himwith a double heart.

29Don’t be a hypocrite in men’s sight.
Keep watch over your lips.

30Don’t exalt yourself,
lest you fall and bring dishonour upon
your soul.

The Lord will reveal your secrets
and will cast you down in the midst of
the congregation,

because you didn’t come to the fear of
the Lord

and your heart was full of deceit.

2
1My son, if you come to serve the Lord,

prepare your soul for temptation.
2 Set your heart aright, constantly endure,

and don’t make haste in time of
calamity.

3Cling to him, and don’t depart,
that youmaybe increasedatyour latter
end.

4Accept whatever is brought upon you,
and be patient when you suffer humili-
ation.

5For gold is tried in the fire,

and acceptable men in the furnace of
humiliation.

6Put your trust in him, andhewill help you.
Make your ways straight, and set your
hope on him.

7 All you who fear the Lord, wait for his
mercy.

Don’t turn aside, lest you fall.
8 All you who fear the Lord, put your trust

in him,
and your reward will not fail.

9 All you who fear the Lord, hope for good
things,

and for eternal gladness andmercy.
10Look at the generations of old, and see:

Who ever put his trust in the Lord, and
was ashamed?

Or who remained in his fear, and was
forsaken?

Or who called upon him, and he ne-
glected him?

11 For the Lord is full of compassion and
mercy.

He forgives sins and saves in time of
affliction.

12Woe to fearful hearts, to faint hands,
and to the sinner who goes twoways!

13 Woe to the faint heart! For it doesn’t
believe.

Therefore it won’t be defended.
14Woe to you who have lost your patience!

Andwhatwill you all dowhen the Lord
visits you?

15Those who fear the Lord will not disobey
his words.

Thosewho love himwill keep his ways.
16 Those who fear the Lord will seek his

good pleasure.
Those who love him will be filled with
the law.

17 Those who fear the Lord will prepare
their hearts,

andwill humble their souls in his sight.
18Wewill fall into the hands of the Lord,

and not into the hands of men;
for as his majesty is,

so also is his mercy.

3
1Hearme, your father, Omy children,

and do what you hear, that you all may
be safe.

2 For the Lord honours the father over the
children,

and has confirmed the judgement of
themother over her sons.

§ 1:21: Verse 21 is omitted by the best authorities: The fear of theLorddrives away sins. Where it resides, itwill turnaway
all anger.
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3 He who honours his father will make
atonement for sins.

4Hewho gives glory to his mother is as
one who lays up treasure.

5Whoever honours his father will have joy
in his own children.

He will be heard in the day of his
prayer.

6He who gives glory to his father will have
length of days.

He who listens to the Lord will bring
rest to his mother,

7 †and will serve under his parents, as to
masters.

8Honour your father in deed andword,
that a blessing may come upon you
from him.

9 For the blessing of the father establishes
the houses of children,

but the curse of the mother roots out
the foundations.

10Don’t glorify yourself in the dishonour of
your father,

for your father’s dishonour is no glory
to you.

11For the glory of aman is from the honour
of his father,

and a mother in dishonour is a re-
proach to her children.

12My son, help your father in his old age,
and don’t grieve himas long as he lives.

13 If he fails in understanding, have pa-
tience with him.

Don’t dishonour him in your full
strength.

14For the kindness to your fatherwill not be
forgotten.

Instead of sins it will be added to build
you up.

15 In the day of your affliction it will be
remembered for you,

as fair weather upon ice,
so your sins will also melt away.

16Hewho forsakeshis father is as ablasphe-
mer.

He who provokes his mother is cursed
by the Lord.

17My son, go on with your business in hu-
mility;

so you will be loved by an acceptable
man.

18The greater you are, humble yourself the
more,

and you will find favour before the
Lord.

19 ‡
20For the power of the Lord is great,

and he is glorified by those who are
lowly.

21 Don’t seek things that are too hard for
you,

and don’t search out things that are
above your strength.

22 Think about the things that have been
commanded you,

for you have no need of the things that
are secret.

23 Don’t be overly busy in tasks that are
beyond you,

for more things are shown to you than
men can understand.

24 For the conceit of many has led them
astray.

Evil opinion has caused their judge-
ment to slip.

25 §There is no light without eyes.
There is no wisdom without knowl-
edge.

26A stubborn heart will do badly at the end.
He who loves danger will perish in it.

27 A stubborn heart will be burdened with
troubles.

The sinner will heap sin upon sins.
28The calamity of the proud has no healing,

foraweedofwickednesshas takenroot
in him.

29The heart of the prudent will understand
a proverb.

Awiseman desires the ear of a listener.

30Water will quench a flaming fire;
almsgiving will make atonement for
sins.

31 He who repays good turns is mindful of
that which comes afterward.

In the time of his falling he will find a
support.

4
1Myson, don’t deprive thepoorofhis living.

Don’t make the needy eyes wait long.
2Don’t make a hungry soul sorrowful,

or provoke aman in his distress.
3 Don’t add more trouble to a heart that is

provoked.
Don’t put off giving to him who is in
need.

4Don’t reject a suppliant in his affliction.
Don’t turn your face away from a poor
man.

5 Don’t turn your eye away from one who
asks.

Give no occasion to aman to curse you.
† 3:7: Some manuscripts add those who fear the Lord honour their father, ‡ 3:19: Some manuscripts addMany are

lofty and renowned, but he reveals his secrets to the humble. § 3:25: Somemanuscripts omit verse 25.
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6For if he curses you in the bitterness of his
soul,

he who made him will hear his suppli-
cation.

7Endear yourself to the assembly.
Bow your head to a great man.

8 Incline your ear to a poorman.
Answer him with peaceful words in
humility.

9 Deliver him who is wronged from the
hand of himwhowrongs him;

Don’t be hesitant in giving judgement.
10Be as a father to the fatherless,

and like a husband to their mother.
So you will be as a son of the Most High,

and he will love you more than your
mother does.

11Wisdom exalts her sons,
and takes hold of those who seek her.

12Hewho loves her loves life.
Those who seek her early will be filled
with gladness.

13Hewho holds her fast will inherit glory.
Where† he enters, the Lord will bless.

14Those who serve herminister to the Holy
One.

The Lord loves those who love her.
15 He who listens to her will judge the na-

tions.
He who heeds her will dwell securely.

16 If he trusts her, he will inherit her,
and his generations will possess her.

17 For at the first she will walk with him in
crooked ways,

and will bring fear and dread upon
him,

and torment himwith her discipline,
until shemay trust his soul, and tryhim
by her judgements.

18 Then she will return him again to the
straight way,

andwill gladdenhim, andreveal tohim
her secrets.

19 If he goes astray, she will forsake him,
and hand him over to his fall.

20Watch for the opportunity, and beware of
evil.

Don’t be ashamed of your soul.
21For there is a shame that brings sin,

and there is a shame that is glory and
grace.

22 Don’t show partiality, discrediting your
soul.

Don’t revere anyman to your falling.
23Don’t refrain from speakingwhen it is for

safety.
‡Don’t hide yourwisdom for the sake of
seeming fair.

24For wisdomwill be known by speech,
and instruction by the word of the
tongue.

25Don’t speak against the truth
and be shamed for your ignorance.

26Don’t be ashamed to confess your sins.
Don’t fight the river’s current.

27Don’t lay yourself down for a fool to tread
upon.

Don’t be partial to one who is mighty.
28 Strive for the truth to death,

and the Lord Godwill fight for you.

29Don’t be hasty with your tongue,
or slack and negligent in your deeds.

30Don’t be like a lion in your house,
or suspicious of your servants.

31 Don’t let your hand be stretched out to
receive,

and closed when you should repay.

5
1Don’t set your heart upon your goods.

Don’t say, “They are sufficient for me.”
2 Don’t follow your own mind and your

strength
to walk in the desires of your heart.

3 Don’t say, “Who will have dominion over
me?”

for the Lordwill surely take vengeance
on you.

4Don’t say, “I sinned, andwhat happened to
me?”

for the Lord is patient.
5Don’t be so confident of atonement

that you add sin upon sins.
6Don’t say, “His compassion is great.

He will be pacified for the multitude of
my sins,”

for mercy and wrath are with him,
andhis indignationwill rest on sinners.

7Don’t wait to turn to the Lord.
Don’t put off from day to day;
for suddenly the wrath of the Lord will
come on you,

and you will perish in the time of
vengeance.

8 Don’t set your heart upon unrighteous
gains,

for you will profit nothing in the day of
calamity.

9Don’t winnowwith every wind.
Don’t walk in every path.
This is what the sinner who has a dou-
ble tongue does.

10Be steadfast in your understanding.
Let your speech be consistent.

11Be swift to hear
† 4:13: Or, she ‡ 4:23: Somemanuscripts omit this line.
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and answer with patience.
12 If you have understanding, answer your

neighbour;
but if not, put your hand over your
mouth.

13Glory and dishonour is in talk.
Aman’s tonguemay be his downfall.

14Don’t be called a whisperer.
Don’t lie in wait with your tongue;
for shame is on the thief,
and an evil condemnation is on him
who has a double tongue.

15Don’t be ignorant in a great or small mat-
ter.

6
1 Don’t become an enemy instead of a

friend;
for an evil namewill inherit shameand
reproach.

So it iswith the sinnerwhohasadouble
tongue.

2Don’t exalt yourself in the counsel of your
soul,

that your soul not be torn in pieces like
a bull.

3 You will eat up your leaves, destroy your
fruit,

and leave yourself like a dry tree.
4Awicked soul will destroy himwho has it,

and will make him a laughing stock to
his enemies.

5Sweetwordswillmultiply aman’s friends.
A gracious tongue will multiply courte-
sies.

6 Let those that are at peace with you be
many,

but your advisers one of a thousand.
7 If you want to gain a friend, get him in a

time of testing,
and don’t be in a hurry to trust him.

8For there is a friend just for an occasion.
He won’t continue in the day of your
affliction.

9 And there is a friend who turns into an
enemy.

He will discover strife to your re-
proach.

10And there is a friend who is a companion
at the table,

buthewon’t continue in thedayof your
affliction.

11 In your prosperity he will be as yourself,
and will be bold over your servants.

12 If you are brought low, he will be against
you,

and will hide himself from your face.
13 Separate yourself from your enemies,

and beware of your friends.

14A faithful friend is a strong defence.
He who has found him has found a
treasure.

15 There is nothing that can be taken in
exchange for a faithful friend.

His excellency is beyond price.
16A faithful friend is a life-savingmedicine.

Those who fear the Lord will find him.
17He who fears the Lord directs his friend-

ship properly;
for as he is, so is his neighbour also.

18 My son, gather instruction from your
youth up.

Evenwhen you have grey hair youwill
find wisdom.

19Come toher as onewhoploughs and sows
andwait for her good fruit;

for your toil will be little in her cultivation,
and you will soon eat of her fruit.

20How exceedingly harsh she is to the un-
learned!

He who is without understanding will
not remain in her.

21 She will rest upon him as a mighty stone
of trial.

He won’t hesitate to cast her from him.
22For wisdom is according to her name.
She isn’t manifest to many.
23 Give ear, my son, and accept my judge-

ment.
Don’t refuse my counsel.

24Bring your feet into her fetters,
and your neck into her chain.

25 Put your shoulder under her and bear
her.

Don’t be grieved with her bonds.
26Come to her with all your soul.

Keep her ways with your whole power.
27 Search and seek, and she will be made

known to you.
When you get hold of her, don’t let her
go.

28For at the last you will find her rest;
and she will be turned for you into
gladness.

29Her fetterswill be to you for a covering of
strength,

and her chains for a robe of glory.
30For there is a golden ornament upon her,

and her bands are *a purple cord.
31You shall put her on as a robe of glory,

and shall put her on as a crown of re-
joicing.

32 My son, if you are willing, you will be
instructed.

If you will yield your soul, you will be
prudent.

33 If you love to hear, you will receive.
* 6:30: Numbers 15:38
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If you incline your ear, youwill bewise.
34 Stand in themultitude of the elders.

Attach yourself to whomever is wise.
35 Be willing to listen to every godly dis-

course.
Don’t let theproverbsofunderstanding
escape you.

36 If you see a man of understanding, get to
him early.

Let your foot wear out the steps of his
doors.

37Let yourmind dwell on the ordinances of
the Lord

and meditate continually on his com-
mandments.

He will establish your heart
and your desire for wisdom will be
given to you.

7
1Do no evil,

so no evil will overtake you.
2Depart fromwrong,

and it will turn away from you.
3 My son, don’t sow upon the furrows of

unrighteousness,
and you won’t reap them sevenfold.

4Don’t seek preeminence from the Lord,
nor the seat of honour from the king.

5Don’t justify yourself in thepresenceof the
Lord,

and don’t display your wisdom before
the king.

6Don’t seek to be a judge,
lest you not be able to take away iniqui-
ties,

lest perhaps you fear the person of a
mighty man,

and lay a stumbling block in the way of
your uprightness.

7Don’t sin against the multitude of the city.
Don’t disgrace yourself in the crowd.

8Don’t commit a sin twice,
for even in one you will not be unpun-
ished.

9Don’t say, “Hewill lookupon themultitude
of my gifts.

When I make an offering to the Most
High God, he will accept it.”

10Don’t be faint-hearted in your prayer.
Don’t neglect to give alms.

11Don’t laugh a man to scorn when he is in
the bitterness of his soul,

for there is one who humbles and ex-
alts.

12Don’t devise† a lie against your brother,

or do the same to a friend.
13Refuse to utter a lie,

for that habit results in no good.
14Don’t babble in the assembly of elders.

Don’t repeat your words in your
prayer.

15Don’t hate hard labour
or farmwork, which theMost High has
created.

16Don’t number yourself amongst the mul-
titude of sinners.

Remember that wrath will not wait.
17Humble your soul greatly,

for the punishment of the ungodlyman
is fire and the worm.

18Don’t exchange a friend for something,
neither a true brother for the gold of
Ophir.

19Don’t deprive yourself of awise and good
wife,

for her grace is worthmore than gold.
20 Don’t abuse a servant who works faith-

fully,
or a hireling who gives you his life.

21Let your soul love a wise servant.
Don’t defraud him of liberty.

22Do you have cattle? Look after them.
If they are profitable to you, let them
stay by you.

23Do you have children? Correct them,
and make them obedient from their
youth.

24 Do you have daughters? Take care of
their bodies,

and don’t be overly indulgent towards
them.

25Give your daughter in marriage, and you
will have accomplished a great mat-
ter.

Give her to aman of understanding.

26 Do you have a wife who pleases you?
Don’t cast her out.

‡But don’t trust yourself to one who is
hateful.

27 Honour your father with your whole
heart,

and don’t forget the birth pangs of your
mother.

28Remember that you were born of them.
Whatwill yourepay themfor the things
that they have done for you?

29Fear the Lord with all your soul;
and revere his priests.

30 With all your strength love him who
made you.

† 7:12: Gr. Don’t plough ‡ 7:26: Many authorities omit this line
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Don’t forsake his ministers.
31Fear the Lord and honour the priest.

Give him his portion, even as it is com-
manded you:

thefirst fruits, the trespass offering, the
gift of the shoulders,

the sacrifice of sanctification, and the
first fruits of holy things.

32 Also stretch out your hand to the poor
man,

that your blessingmay be complete.
33A gift has grace in the sight of every living

man.
Don’t withhold grace for a deadman.

34Don’t avoid those whoweep,
andmourn with those whomourn.

35Don’t be slow to visit a sick man,
for by such things you will gain love.

36 In all your words, remember eternity,
and you will never sin.

8
1Don’t contend with amighty man,

lest perhaps you fall into his hands.
2Don’t strive with a rich man, lest perhaps

he overpower you;
for gold has destroyedmany,
and turned away the hearts of kings.

3Don’t argue with a loudmouthedman.
Don’t heap wood upon his fire.

4Don’t make fun of a rudeman,
lest your ancestors be dishonoured.

5Don’t reproach amanwhen he turns from
sin.

Remember that we are all worthy of
punishment.

6Don’t dishonour aman in his old age,
for some of us are also growing old.

7Don’t rejoice over anyone’s death.
Remember that we all die.

8Don’t neglect the discourse of the wise.
Be conversant with their proverbs;
for from them youwill learn discipline
and how to serve great men.

9Don’t miss the discourse of the aged,
for they also learnt from their parents,
because from them you will learn un-
derstanding,

and to give an answer in time of need.

10Don’t kindle the coals of a sinner,
lest you be burnt with the flame of his
fire.

11 Don’t rise up from the presence of an
insolent man,

lest he lie inwait as anambush for your
mouth.

12Don’t lend to a man who is stronger than
you;

and if you lend, count it as a loss.
13Don’t be surety beyond yourmeans.

If you give surety, think as onewhowill
have to pay.

14Don’t go to lawwith a judge;
for according to his honour they will
give judgement for him.

15Don’t travel with a reckless man,
lest he be burdensome to you;
for he will do as he pleases,
and you will perish with his folly.

16Don’t fight with a wrathful man.
Don’t travel with him through the
desert,

for blood is as nothing in his sight.
Where there is no help, he will over-
throw you.

17Don’t consult with a fool,
for he will not be able to keep a secret.

18Do no secret thing before a stranger,
for you don’t knowwhat it will cause.

19Don’t open your heart to everyman.
Don’t let him return you a favour.

9
1 Don’t be jealous over the wife of your

bosom,
and don’t teach her an evil lesson
against yourself.

2Don’t give your soul to a woman
and let her trample down your
strength.

3 Don’t go to meet a woman who plays the
prostitute,

lest perhaps you fall into her snares.
4 Don’t associate with a woman who is a

singer,
lest perhaps you be caught by her
tricks.

5Don’t gaze at a virgin,
lest perhaps you stumble and incur
penalties for her.

6Don’t give your soul to prostitutes,
that you not lose your inheritance.

7Don’t look around in the streets of the city.
Don’t wander in its deserted places.

8 Turn your eye away from a beautiful
woman,

and don’t gaze at another’s beauty.
Many have been led astray by the beauty of

a woman;
and with this, passion is kindled like a
fire.

9Don’t dine at all with a woman who has a
husband,

or revel with her at wine,†

† 9:9: The preceding line of this verse is omitted by the best authorities.
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lest perhaps your soul turn away to her,
and with your spirit you slide into de-
struction.

10Don’t forsake an old friend;
for a newone is not comparable to him.

A new friend is like newwine:
if it becomes old, you will drink it with
gladness.

11Don’t envy the success of a sinner;
foryoudon’t knowwhathis endwill be.

12 Don’t delight in the delights of the un-
godly.

Remember theywill not gounpunished
to‡ the grave.

13Keep yourself far from themanwho has§
power to kill,

and youwill not be troubled by the fear
of death.

If you come to him, commit no fault,
lest he take away your life.

Know surely that you go about in the midst
of snares,

andwalkupon thebattlements of a city.

14 As well as you can, aim to know your
neighbours,

and take counsel with the wise.
15 Let your conversation be with men of

understanding.
Let all your discourse be in the law of
theMost High.

16 Let righteous people be companions at
your table.

Let your glorying be in the fear of the
Lord.

17Awork is commendedbecause of the skill
of the artisan;

so he who rules the people will be con-
sidered wise for his speech.

18 A loudmouthed man is dangerous in his
city.

He who is reckless in his speech will be
hated.

10
1Awise judge will instruct his people.

The government of a man of under-
standing will be well ordered.

2 As is the judge of his people, so are his
officials.

As thecity’s ruler is, soareall thosewho
dwell in it.

3Anundisciplinedkingwill destroyhis peo-
ple.

A city will be established through the
understanding of the powerful.

4 The government of the earth is in the
Lord’s hand.

In due time, he will raise up over it the
right person at the right time.

5Aman’s prosperity is in the Lord’s hand.
He will lay his honour upon the person
of the scribe.

6 Don’t be angry with your neighbour for
every wrong.

Do nothing by works of violence.
7Pride is hateful before the Lord andmen.

Arrogance is abhorrent in the judge-
ment of both.

8 Sovereignty is transferred from nation to
nation

because of injustice, violence, and
greed for money.

9Why are dirt and ashes proud?†
Because in life, my body decays.

10A long disease mocks the physician.
The king of today will die tomorrow.

11For when aman is dead,
he will inherit maggots, vermin, and
worms.

12 It is the beginning of pride when a man
departs from the Lord.

His heart has departed from him who
made him.

13For the beginning of pride is sin.
Hewho keeps it will pour out abomina-
tion.

For this cause the Lord brought upon them
strange calamities

and utterly overthrew them.
14The Lord cast down the thrones of rulers

and set the lowly in their place.
15The Lord plucked up the roots of nations

and planted the lowly in their place.
16The Lord overthrew the lands of nations

and destroyed them to the foundations
of the earth.

17 He took some of them away and de-
stroyed them,

and made their memory to cease from
the earth.

18Pride has not been created for men,
nor wrathful anger for the offspring of
women.

19Whose offspring has honour?
Human offspring who fear the Lord.

Whose offspring has no honour?
Human offspring who break the com-
mandments.

20 In themidst of kindredhewhorules them
has honour.

‡ 9:12: Gr. Hades. § 9:13: Or, authority † 10:9: Two lines of this verse are here omitted by the best authorities.
‡ 10:21: Verse 21 is omitted by the best authorities: Fear of the Lord is the beginning of acceptance, but obstinance and
pride are the beginning of rejection.
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Those who fear the Lord have honour
in his eyes.

21 ‡
22 The rich man, the honourable, and the

poor
all glory in the fear of the Lord.

23 It is not right to dishonour a poor man
who has understanding.

It is not fitting to glorify amanwho is a
sinner.

24 The prince, the judge, and the mighty
manwill be honoured.

There isnotoneof themgreater thanhe
who fears the Lord.

25Freemenwill minister to a wise servant.
A man who has knowledge will not
complain.

26 Don’t flaunt your wisdom in doing your
work.

Don’t boast in the time of your distress.
27 Better is he who labours and abounds in

all things,
than he who boasts and lacks bread.

28My son, glorify your soul in humility,
and ascribe to yourself honour accord-
ing to your worthiness.

29Whowill justify himwho sins against his
own soul?

Who will honour him who dishonours
his own life?

30 A poor man is honoured for his knowl-
edge.

A richman is honoured for his riches.
31 But he who is honoured in poverty, how

muchmore in riches?
He who is dishonoured in riches, how
muchmore in poverty?

11
1 The wisdom of the lowly will lift up his

head,
and make him sit in the midst of great
men.

2Don’t commend aman for his good looks.
Don’t abhor a man for his outward ap-
pearance.

3The bee is little amongst flying creatures,
but what it produces is the best of con-
fections.

4Don’t boast about the clothes you wear,
and don’t exalt yourself in the day of
honour;

for the Lord’s works are wonderful,
and his works are hidden amongst
men.

5 Many† kings have sat down upon the
ground,

but one who was never thought of has
worn a crown.

6Many mighty men have been greatly dis-
graced.

Men of renown have been delivered
into other men’s hands.

7Don’t blame before you investigate.
Understand first, and then rebuke.

8Don’t answer before you have heard.
Don’t interrupt while someone else is
speaking.

9 Don’t argue about a matter that doesn’t
concern you.

Don’t sit with sinners when they judge.

10 My son, don’t be busy about many mat-
ters;

for if youmeddlemuch, youwill not be
unpunished.

If you pursue, you will not overtake,
and you will not escape by fleeing.

11 There is one who toils, labours, and hur-
ries,

and is evenmore behind.
12 There is one who is sluggish, and needs

help,
lacking in strength, and who abounds
in poverty,

but the Lord’s eyes looked upon him for
good,

and he raised him up from his low con-
dition,

13and lifted up his head
so that manymarvelled at him.

14Good things and bad, life and death,
poverty and riches, are from the Lord.
15-16 ‡

17The Lord’s gift remains with the godly.
His good pleasure will prosper forever.

18One grows rich by his diligence and self-
denial,

and this is the portion of his reward:
19when he says, “I have found rest,

and now I will eat of my goods!”
he doesn’t know howmuch time will pass

until he leaves them to others and dies.
20 Be steadfast in your covenant and be

doing it,
and grow old in your work.

21Don’t marvel at the works of a sinner,
but trust the Lord and stay in your
labour;

for it is an easy thing in the sight of the Lord
to swiftly and suddenly make a poor
man rich.

22The Lord’s blessing is in the reward of the
godly.

† 11:5: Gr. tyrants ‡ 11:15-16: Verses 15 and 16 are omitted by the best authorities.
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He makes his blessing flourish in an
hour that comes swiftly.

23Don’t say, “What use is there of me?
What further good things can be
mine?”

24Don’t say, “I have enough.
What harm could happen tome now?”

25 In the day of good things, bad things are
forgotten.

In the day of bad things, a man will not
remember things that are good.

26 For it is an easy thing in the sight of the
Lord

to reward a man in the day of death
according to his ways.

27 The affliction of an hour causes delights
to be forgotten.

In the end, a man’s deeds are revealed.
28Call noman happy before his death.

Amanwill be known in his children.

29Don’t bring everyman into your house,
for many are the tricks of a deceitful
man.

30Like a decoy partridge in a cage, so is the
heart of a proudman.

Like a spy, he looks for your weakness.
31 For he lies in wait to turn things that are

good into evil,
and assigns blame in things that are
praiseworthy.

32Froma spark of fire, a heap ofmany coals
is kindled,

and a sinful man lies in wait to shed
blood.

33 Take heed of an evil-doer, for he plans
wicked things,

lest perhaps he ruin your reputation
forever.

34 Receive a stranger into your house, and
he will distract you with arguments

and estrange you from your own fam-
ily.

12
1 If you do good, know to whom you do it,

and your good deeds will have thanks.
2Do good to a godly man, and you will find

a reward—
if not from him, then from the Most
High.

3No good will come to him who continues
to do evil,

nor to himwho gives no alms.
4Give to the godly man,

and don’t help the sinner.
5Do good to one who is lowly.

Don’t give to an ungodly man.

Keep back his bread, and don’t give it to
him,

lest he subdue you with it;
for you would receive twice as much evil

for all the good youwould have done to
him.

6For theMost High also hates sinners,
and will repay vengeance to the un-
godly.†

7Give to the goodman,
and don’t help the sinner.

8 A man’s friend won’t be‡ fully tried in
prosperity.

His enemy won’t be hidden in adver-
sity.

9 In a man’s prosperity, his enemies are
grieved.

In his adversity, even his friend leaves.
10Never trust your enemy,

for his wickedness is like corrosion in
copper.

11 Though he humbles himself and walks
bowed down,

still be careful and beware of him.
You will be to him as one who has wiped a

mirror,
to be sure it doesn’t completely tarnish.

12Don’t set him next to you,
lest he overthrow you and stand in
your place.

Don’t let him sit on your right hand,
lest he seek to take your seat,

and at the last you acknowledgemywords,
and be pricked withmy sayings.

13Who will pity a charmer that is bitten by
a snake,

or any who come near wild beasts?
14 Even so, who will pity him who goes to a

sinner,
and is associated with him in his sins?

15For a while he will stay with you,
and if you falter, he will not stay.

16 The enemy will speak sweetly with his
lips,

and in his heart plan to throw you into
a pit.

The enemymayweep with his eyes,
but if hefinds opportunity, hewillwant
more blood.

17 If adversity meets you, you will find him
there before you.

Pretending to help you, hewill trip you.
18Hewill shake his head, clap his hands,

whisper much, and change his counte-
nance.

13
1Hewho touches pitch will be defiled.

† 12:6: The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities. ‡ 12:8: Or, punished
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He who has fellowship with a proud
manwill become like him.

2 Don’t take up a burden above your
strength.

Have no fellowship with one who is
mightier and richer than yourself.

What fellowship would the earthen pot
have with the kettle?

Thekettlewill strike, and thepotwill be
dashed in pieces.

3The richman does awrong and threatens.
The poor is wronged and apologises.

4 If you are profitable, he will exploit you.
If you are in need, he will forsake you.

5 If you own something, he will live with
you.

He will drain your resources and will
not be sorry.

6 Does he need you? Then he will deceive
you,

smile at you, and give you hope.
He will speak kindly to you and say,

“What do you need?”
7Hewill shame you by his delicacies

until he has made you bare twice or
thrice,

and in the end he will laugh you to
scorn.

Afterward hewill see you, will forsake you,
and shake his head at you.

8Beware that you are not deceived
and brought low in your enjoyment.

9 If a mighty man invites you, be reserved,
and he will invite youmore.

10Don’t press him, lest you be thrust back.
Don’t stand far off, lest you be forgot-
ten.

11Don’t try to speak with him as an equal,
and don’t believe his many words;

for he will test you withmuch talk,
andwill examine you in a smilingman-
ner.

12He who doesn’t keep secrets to himself is
unmerciful.

He won’t hesitate to harm and to bind.
13Keep them to yourself and be careful,

for you walk† in danger of falling.
14 ‡

15Every living creature loves its own kind,
and everyman loves his neighbour.

16All flesh associates with their own kind.
Amanwill stick to people like himself.

17 What fellowship would the wolf have
with the lamb?

So is the sinner to the godly.
18What peace is there between a hyena and

a dog?

What peace is there between a rich
man and the poor?

19Wild donkeys are the prey of lions in the
wilderness;

likewise poormen are feeding grounds
for the rich.

20 Lowliness is an abomination to a proud
man;

likewise a poor man is an abomination
to the rich.

21 When a rich man is shaken, he is sup-
ported by his friends,

but when the humble is down, he is
pushed away even by his friends.

22 When a rich man falls, there are many
helpers.

He speaks things not to be spoken, and
men justify him.

A humble man falls, andmen rebuke him.
Heutterswisdom, and isnot listened to.

23A richman speaks, and all keep silence.
They extol what he says to the clouds.

A poor man speaks, and they say, “Who is
this?”

If he stumbles, they will help to over-
throw him.

24Riches are good if they have no sin.
Poverty is evil only in the opinionof the
ungodly.

25 The heart of a man changes his counte-
nance,

whether it is for good or for evil.§
26 A cheerful countenance is a sign of a

prosperous heart.
Devising proverbs takes strenuous
thinking.

14
1 Blessed is the man who has not slipped

with his mouth,
anddoesn’t suffer fromsorrow for sins.

2Blessed ishewhose souldoesnot condemn
him,

and who has not given up hope.

3 Riches are not appropriate for a stingy
person.

What would amiser do withmoney?
4He who gathers by denying himself gath-

ers for others.
Others will revel in his goods.

5 If one is mean to himself, to whomwill he
be good?

He won’t enjoy his possessions.
6 There is none more evil than he who is

grudging to himself.
† 13:13: Gr. along with. ‡ 13:14: The remainder of verse 13, and verse 14, are omitted by the best authorities.
§ 13:25: The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities.
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This is a punishment for his wicked-
ness.

7 Even if he does good, he does it in forget-
fulness.

In the end, he reveals his wickedness.
8Amiser is evil.

He turns away and disregards souls.
9A covetous man’s eye is not satisfied with

his portion.
Wicked injustice dries up his soul.

10Amiser begrudges bread,
and it is lacking at his table.

11Myson, according towhat youhave, treat
yourself well,

and bringworthy offerings to the Lord.
12Remember that death will not wait,

and that the covenant of Hades hasn’t
been shown to you.

13Do good to your friends before you die.
According to your ability, reachout and
give to them.

14Don’t deprive yourself of a good day.
Don’t let your share of a desired good
pass you by.

15Won’t you leave your labours to another,
and your toils be divided by lot?

16Give, take, and treat yourself well,
because there is no seeking of luxury in
Hades.

17All flesh grows old like a garment,
for the covenant from the beginning is,

“Youmust die!”
18Like the leaves flourishing on a thick tree,

some it sheds, and some grow,
so also are the generations of flesh and

blood:
one comes to an end and another is
born.

19Every work rots and falls away,
and its builder will depart with it.

20Blessed is themanwhomeditates onwis-
dom,

andwho reasons byhis understanding.
21Hewho considers her ways in his heart

will alsohaveknowledgeofher secrets.
22Go after her like a hunter,

and lie in wait in her paths.
23Hewho peers in at her windows

will also listen at her doors.
24Hewho lodges close to her house

will also fasten a nail in her walls.
25Hewill pitch his tent near at hand to her,

and will lodge in a lodging where good
things are.

26Hewill set his children under her shelter,
and will rest under her branches.

27By her he will be covered from heat,
and will lodge in her glory.

15
1Hewho fears the Lord will do this.

He who has possession of the law will
obtain her.

2 She will meet him like amother,
and receive him like a wife married in
her virginity.

3 She will feed him with bread of under-
standing

and give himwater ofwisdom to drink.
4Hewill be stayed upon her, andwill not be

moved.
He will rely upon her, and will not be
confounded.

5 She will exalt him above his neighbours.
She will open his mouth in themidst of
the congregation.

6Hewill inherit joy, a crown of gladness,
and an everlasting name.

7Foolishmenwill not obtain her.
Sinners will not see her.

8 She is far from pride.
Liars will not remember her.

9 Praise is not attractive in the mouth of a
sinner;

for itwasnot sent to him from theLord.
10For praise will be spoken in wisdom;

The Lord will prosper it.

11Don’t say, “It is through the Lord that I fell
away;”

for you shall not do the things that he
hates.

12Don’t say, “It is he that causedme to err;”
for he has no need of a sinful man.

13The Lord hates every abomination;
and those who fear him don’t love
them.

14Hehimselfmademan fromthebeginning
and left him in the hand of his own
counsel.

15 If you choose, you can keep the com-
mandments.

To be faithful is amatter of your choice.
16He has set fire and water before you.

You will stretch forth your hand to
whichever you desire.

17Before man is life and death.
Whichever he likes, it will be given to
him.

18For the wisdom of the Lord is great.
He is mighty in power, and sees all
things.

19His eyes are upon those who fear him.
He knows every act of man.

20 He has not commanded any man to be
ungodly.

Hehasnot givenanyman license to sin.
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16
1 Don’t desire a multitude of unprofitable

children,
neither delight in ungodly sons.

2 If theymultiply, don’t delight in them
unless the fear of the Lord is in them.

3Don’t trust in their life.
Don’t rely on their numbers;
for one can be better than a thousand,
and to die childless than to have un-
godly children.

4 For from one who has understanding, a
city will be populated,

but a race of wicked men will be made
desolate.

5 I have seen many such things with my
eyes.

My ear has heard mightier things than
these.

6 In a congregation of sinners, a fire will be
kindled.

In a disobedient nation, wrath is kin-
dled.

7He was not pacified towards the giants of
old time,

who revolted in their strength.
8He didn’t spare Lot’s neighbours,

whom he abhorred for their pride.
9He didn’t pity the people of perdition

whowere taken away in their sins,
10 or in like manner, the six hundred
thousand footmen

who were gathered together in the
hardness of their hearts.

11Even if there is one stiff-necked person,
it is a marvel if he will be unpunished;
formercy andwrath are bothwith him
who is mighty to forgive,

and he pours out wrath.
12As his mercy is great, so is his correction

also.
He judges a man according to his
works.

13The sinner will not escape with plunder.
The perseverance of the godly will not
be frustrated.

14 He will make room for every work of
mercy.

Each man will receive according to his
works.

15-16 †

17 Don’t say, “I will be hidden from the
Lord,”

and “Who will remember me from on
high?”

I will not be known amongst so many peo-
ple,

for what is my soul in a boundless cre-
ation?

18 Behold, the heaven, the heaven of heav-
ens,

the deep, and the earth, will be moved
when he visits.

19Themountainsand the foundationsof the
earth together

are shaken with trembling when he
looks at them.

20No heart will think about these things.
Who could comprehend his ways?

21Like a tempest which noman can see,
so, the majority of his works are‡ hid-
den.

22Who will declare his works of righteous-
ness?

Whowill wait for them?
For his covenant is afar off.§

23 He who is lacking in† understanding
thinks about these things.

An unwise and erring man thinks fool-
ishly.

24My son, listen to me, learn knowledge,
and heedmywords with your heart.

25 I will impart instruction with precision,
and declare knowledge exactly.

26 In the judgement of the Lord are his
works from the beginning.

From the making of them he deter-
mined their boundaries.

27He arranged his works for all time,
and their beginnings to their genera-
tions.

They aren’t hungry or weary,
and they don’t cease from their works.

28No one pushes aside his neighbour.
They will never disobey his word.

29After this also theLord lookedat the earth
and filled it with his blessings.

30 All manner of living things covered its
surface,

and they return into it.

17
1The Lord createdmankind out of earth,

and turned them back to it again.
2 He gave them days by number, and a set

time,
and gave them authority over the
things that are on it.

3He endowed themwith strength proper to
them,

and made them according to his own
image.

4He put the fear of man upon all flesh,
† 16:15-16: Verses 15 and 16 are omitted by the best authorities. ‡ 16:21: Gr. amongst hidden things. § 16:22:
The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities. † 16:23: Gr. heart.
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and gave him dominion over beasts
and birds.

5 †
6He gave them counsel, tongue, eyes,

ears, and heart to have understanding.
7He filled them with the knowledge of wis-

dom,
and showed them good and evil.

8He set his eye upon their hearts,
to show them themajesty of his works.
9 ‡

10And they will praise his holy name,
§that they may declare the majesty of
his works.

11He added to them knowledge,
and gave them a law of life for a her-
itage.

12 He made an everlasting covenant with
them,

and showed them his decrees.
13Their eyes saw themajesty of his glory.

Their ears heard the glory of his voice.
14 He said to them, “Beware of all unrigh-

teousness.”
So he gave them commandment, each
man concerning his neighbour.

15Their ways are ever before him.
They will not be hidden from his eyes.
16 †

17 ‡For every nation he appointed a ruler,
but Israel is the Lord’s portion.
18 §

19 All their works are as clear as the sun
before him.

His eyes are continually upon their
ways.

20Their iniquities are not hidden fromhim.
All their sins are before the Lord.
21 †

22With him the alms of aman is as a signet.
He will keep a man’s kindness as the
pupil of the eye.‡

23 Afterwards he will rise up and repay
them,

and give their repayment upon their
head.

24However to those who repent he grants a
return.

He comforts thosewho are losing hope.

25Return to the Lord, and forsake sins.
Make your prayer before his face of-
fend less.

26 Turn again to the Most High, and turn
away from iniquity.§

Greatly hate the abominable thing.
27Who will give praise to the Most High in

Hades,
in place of the living who return
thanks?

28 Thanksgiving perishes from the dead, as
from one who doesn’t exist.

He who is in life and health will praise
the Lord.

29How great is the mercy of the Lord,
and his forgiveness to those who turn
to him!

30 For humans are not capable of every-
thing,

because the sonofman isnot immortal.
31What is brighter than the sun? Yet even

this can be eclipsed.
So flesh and blood devise evil.

32He looks upon the power of the height of
heaven,

while all men are earth and ashes.

18
1 He who lives forever created the whole

universe.
2The Lord alone is just.
3 †
4Hehas givenpower to declare hisworks to

no one.
Who could trace out his mighty deeds?

5 Who could measure the strength of his
majesty?

Who could also proclaim his mercies?
6As for the wondrous works of the Lord, it

is not possible to take from them nor
add to them,

neither is it possible to explore them.
7Whenamanhas finished, then he is just at

the beginning.
When he stops, then he will be per-
plexed.

8 What is mankind, and what purpose do
they serve?

What is their good, and what is their
evil?

9The number of man’s days at the most are
a hundred years.

10 As a drop of water from the sea, and a
pebble from the sand,

so are a few years in the day of eternity.
11 For this cause the Lord was patient over

them,
† 17:5: Verse 5 is omitted by the best authorities. ‡ 17:9: Verse 9 is omitted by the best authorities. § 17:10: This
line is added by the best authorities. † 17:16: Verses 16, 18, and 21 are omitted by the best authorities. ‡ 17:17:

The preceding part of this verse is omitted by the best authorities. § 17:18: Verses 16, 18, and 21 are omitted by the
best authorities. † 17:21: Verses 16, 18, and 21 are omitted by the best authorities. ‡ 17:22: The remainder of

this verse is omitted by the best authorities. § 17:26: A line is here omitted by the best authorities. † 18:3: The
remainder of verse 2, and verse 3, are omitted by the best authorities.
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and poured out his mercy upon them.
12He saw and perceived their end, that it is

evil.
Therefore he multiplied his forgive-
ness.

13Themercy of a man is on his neighbour;
but themercy of the Lord is on all flesh:
reproving, chastening, teaching,
and bringing back, as a shepherd does
his flock.

14He has mercy on those who accept chas-
tening,

and that diligently seek after his judge-
ments.

15My son, don’t add reproach to your good
deeds,

and no harsh words in any of your
giving.

16 Doesn’t the dew relieve the scorching
heat?

So a word is better than a gift.
17Behold, isn’t a word better than a gift?

Both are with a gracious person.
18A fool is ungracious and abusive.

The gift of a grudging person consumes
the eyes.

19Learn before you speak.
Take care of your health before you get
sick.

20Before judgement, examine yourself,
and in thehourof scrutiny youwill find
forgiveness.

21Humble yourself before you get sick.
In the time of sins, repent.

22 Let nothing hinder you to pay your vow
in due time.

Don’t wait until death to be released.
23Before youmake a vow, prepare yourself.

Don’t be like amanwho tests the Lord.
24Think about thewrath coming in the days

of the end,
and the time of vengeance, when he
turns away his face.

25 In the days of fullness remember the time
of hunger.

Rememberpovertyand lack in thedays
of wealth.

26 From morning until evening, the time
changes.

All things are speedy before the Lord.
27Awise man is cautious in everything.

In days of sinning, he will beware of
offence.‡

28 Every man of understanding knows wis-
dom.

He will give thanks to him who found
her.

29 They who were of understanding in say-
ings also becamewise themselves,

and poured out apt proverbs.

30Don’t go after your lusts.
Restrain your appetites.

31 If you give fully to your soul the delight of
her desire,

she will make you§ the laughing stock
of your enemies.

32Don’t makemerry inmuch luxury,
and don’t be tied to its expense.

33 Don’t be made a beggar by banqueting
with borrowedmoney

when you have nothing in your purse.†

19
1 A worker who is a drunkard will not be-

come rich.
He who despises small things will fall
little by little.

2Wineandwomenwillmakemenofunder-
standing go astray.

He who joins with prostitutes is reck-
less.

3 Decay and worms will have him as their
heritage.

A reckless soul will be taken away.

4Hewho ishasty to trust is shallow-hearted.
He who sins offends against his own
soul.

5 He who rejoices in wickedness will be
condemned.†

6 ‡Hewho hates gossip has less wickedness.
7Never repeat what is told you,

and youwon’t lose anything.
8Whether it is of friend or foe, don’t tell it.

Unless it is a sin to you, don’t reveal it.
9For if he has heard you and observed you,

when the time comes, he will hate you.
10 Have you heard something? Let it die

with you.
Be brave: it will not make you burst!

11A fool will travail in pain with a word,
as a woman in labour with a child.

12As an arrow that sticks in the flesh of the
thigh,

so is gossip in a fool.

13Question a friend; it may be he didn’t do
it.

If he did something, it may be that he
may do it nomore.

‡ 18:27: The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities. § 18:31: Or, a rejoicing to † 18:33: The
remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities. † 19:5: The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best
authorities. ‡ 19:6: The preceding part of this verse is omitted by the best authorities.
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14 Question your neighbour; it may be he
didn’t say it.

If he has said it, it may be that he may
not say it again.

15Question a friend; formany times there is
slander.

Don’t trust every word.
16 There is one who slips, and not from the

heart.
Who is he who hasn’t sinned with his
tongue?

17 Reprove your neighbour before you
threaten him;

and give place to the law of the Most
High.

18-19 §

20All wisdom is the fear of the Lord.
In all wisdom is the doing of the law.
21 †

22 The knowledge of wickedness is not wis-
dom.

The prudence of sinners is not counsel.
23There is a wickedness, and it is an abomi-

nation.
There is a fool lacking in wisdom.
24 Better is one who has little understand-

ing, and fears God,
than one who has much intelligence
and transgresses the law.

25 There is an exquisite subtlety, and it is
unjust.

And there is onewhoperverts favour to
gain a judgement.‡

26 There is one who does wickedly, who
hangsdownhisheadwithmourning;

but inwardly he is full of deceit,
27 bowing down his face, and pretend-
ing to be deaf in one ear.

Where he isn’t known, he will take ad-
vantage of you.

28 And if for lack of power he is hindered
from sinning,

if he finds opportunity, he will do mis-
chief.

29Amanwill be known by his appearance.
One who has understanding will be
known by his face when you meet
him.

30Aman’s attire, grinning laughter,
and the way he walks showwhat he is.

20
1There is a reproof that is not timely;

and there is a person who is wise
enough to keep silent.

2Howgood is it to reprove, rather than tobe
angry.

He who confesses will be kept back
from harm.

3 †
4 As is the lust of a eunuch to deflower a

virgin,
so is he who executes judgements with
violence.

5There is onewho keeps silent and is found
wise;

and there is one who is hated for his
much talk.

6 There is one who keeps silent, for he has
no answer to make;

And there is one who keeps silent,
knowing when to speak.

7Awisemanwill be silent until his time has
come,

but the braggart and fool will miss his
time.

8 He who uses many words will be ab-
horred.

Hewho takes authority for himself will
be hated in it.

9 There is a prosperity that a man finds in
misfortunes;

and there is a gain that turns to loss.
10There is a gift that will not profit you;

and there isagift thatpaysbackdouble.
11There are losses because of glory;

and there is one who has lifted up his
head from a low estate.

12There is one who buysmuch for a little,
and pays for it again sevenfold.

13He who is wise in words will make him-
self beloved;

but the pleasantries of fools will be
wasted.

14The gift of a fool will not profit you,‡
for he looks for repayment many times
instead of one.

15Hewill give little and insult much.
He will open his mouth like a crier.

Today he will lend, and tomorrow he will
ask for it back.

Such a one is a hateful man.
16The fool will say, “I have no friend,

and I have no thanks for my good
deeds.

Those who eat my bread have an evil
tongue.”

17How often, and of how many, will he be
laughed to scorn!§

§ 19:18-19: Verses 18 and 19 are omitted by the best authorities. † 19:21: The remainder of verse 20 and verse 21 are
omitted by the best authorities. ‡ 19:25: The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities. † 20:3:
Verse 3 is omitted by the best authorities. ‡ 20:14: A line of this verse is here omitted by the best authorities.
§ 20:17: The latter part of verse 17 is omitted by the best authorities.
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18A slip on a pavement is better than a slip
with the tongue.

So the fall of the wicked will come
speedily.

19 A man without grace is a tale out of sea-
son.

It will be continually in the mouth of
the ignorant.

20 A parable from a fool’s mouth will be
rejected;

for he won’t tell it at the proper time.

21 There is one who is hindered from sin-
ning through lack.

When he rests, he will not be troubled.
22 There is one who destroys his soul

through bashfulness.
By a foolish countenance, he will de-
stroy it.

23 There is one who for bashfulness makes
promises to his friend;

and he makes him his enemy for noth-
ing.

24A lie is an ugly blot on a person.
It will be continually in the mouth of
the ignorant.

25A thief is better than amanwho is contin-
ually lying,

but they both will inherit destruction.
26The destination of a liar is dishonour.

His shame is with him continually.

27 He who is wise in words will advance
himself.

And one who is prudent will please
great men.

28Hewho tills his landwill raise his harvest
high.

He who pleases great men will get par-
don for iniquity.

29 Favours and gifts blind the eyes of the
wise,

and as a muzzle on the mouth, turn
away reproofs.

30Wisdom that is hidden, and treasure that
is out of sight—

what profit is in either of them?
31Better is a manwho hides his folly

than amanwho hides his wisdom.
32 †

21
1My son, have you sinned?

Do it nomore;
and ask forgiveness for your past sins.

2Flee from sin as from the face of a snake;
for if you go near, it will bite you.

Its teeth are like lion’s teeth,
slaying people’s souls.

3All iniquity is as a two-edged sword.
Its stroke has no healing.

4 Terror and violence will waste away
riches.

So thehouse of an arrogantmanwill be
laid waste.

5 Supplication from a poor man’s mouth
reaches to the ears of† God,

and his judgement comes speedily.
6Onewho hates reproof is in the path of the

sinner.
Hewho fears the Lordwill repent in his
heart.

7He who is mighty in tongue is known far
away;

but the man of understanding knows
when he slips.

8Hewho builds his house with other men’s
money

is like one who gathers stones for his
own tomb.

9 The congregation of wicked men is as a
bundle of tow

with a flame of fire at the end of them.
10The way of sinners is paved with stones;

and at the end of it is the pit of Hades.

11Hewho keeps the law becomesmaster of
its intent.

The fulfilment of the fear of the Lord is
wisdom.

12 He who is not clever will not be in-
structed.

There is a cleverness which makes bit-
terness abound.

13 The knowledge of a wise man will be
made to abound as a flood,

and his counsel as a fountain of life.
14 The inward parts of a fool are like a bro-

ken vessel.
He will hold no knowledge.

15 If aman of knowledge hears awiseword,
he will commend it and add to it.

The wanton man hears it, and it displeases
him,

so he throws it away behind his back.
16The chatter of a fool is like a burden in the

way,
but gracewill be foundon the lips of the
wise.

17The utterance of the prudent manwill be
sought for in the congregation.

They will ponder his words in their
heart.

18As a house that is destroyed, so is wisdom
to a fool.

† 20:32: Verse 32 is omitted by the best authorities. † 21:5: Gr. him. ‡ 21:18: Gr. unexaminedwords.
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The knowledge of an unwise man is
talk without sense.‡

19 Instruction is as fetters on the feet of an
unwise man,

and as manacles on the right hand.
20A fool lifts up his voice with laughter,

but a clever man smiles quietly.
21 Instruction is to a prudent man as an

ornament of gold,
and as a bracelet upon his right arm.

22The foot of a fool rushes into a house,
but a man of experience will be
ashamed of entering.

23 A foolish man peers into the door of a
house,

but a man who is instructed will stand
outside.

24 It is rude for someone to listen at a door,
but a prudent person will be grieved
with the disgrace.

25 The lips of strangers will be grieved at
these things,

but the words of prudent men will be
weighed in the balance.

26The heart of fools is in their mouth,
but the mouth of wise men is their
heart.

27When the ungodly curses an adversary,
he curses his own soul.

28Awhisperer defiles his own soul,
and will be hated wherever he travels.

22
1A slothful man is compared to a stone that

is defiled.
Everyone will hiss at him in his dis-
grace.

2A slothfulman is compared to the filth of a
dunghill.

Anyonewhopicks it upwill shake it out
of his hand.

3An undisciplined child is a disgrace to his
father,

and a foolish daughter is born to his
loss.

4Aprudent daughterwill inherit a husband
of her own.

Shewhobrings shame is thegrief ofher
father.

5 She who is arrogant brings shame on fa-
ther and husband.

She will be despised by both of them.
6 Ill-timed conversation is like music in

mourning,
but stripes and correction are wisdom
in every season.

7Hewho teaches a fool is like onewho glues
potsherds together,

even like one who wakes a sleeper out
of a deep sleep.

8 He who teaches a fool is as one who
teaches amanwho slumbers.

In the end he will say, “What is it?”
9-10 †

11Weep for the dead, for he lacks light.
Weep for a fool, for he lacks under-
standing.

Weep more sweetly for the dead, because
he has found rest,

but the life of the fool is worse than
death.

12Mourning for the dead lasts seven days,
but for a fool and an ungodly man, it
lasts all the days of his life.

13Don’t talk muchwith a foolishman,
and don’t go to one who has no under-
standing.

Beware of him, lest youhave trouble andbe
defiled in his onslaught.

Turn away from him, and you will find
rest,

and you won’t be wearied in his mad-
ness.

14What would be heavier than lead?
What is its name, but “Fool”?

15 Sand, salt, and a mass of iron is easier to
bear

than amanwithout understanding.
16Timber girded and bound into a building

will not be released with shaking.
So a heart established in due season
on well advised counsel will not be
afraid.

17A heart settled upon a thoughtful under-
standing

is as an ornament of plaster on a pol-
ished wall.

18 Fences set on a high place will not stand
against the wind;

so a fearful heart in the imagination of
a fool will not stand against any fear.

19Hewhopricks the eyewillmake tears fall.
He who pricks the heart makes it show
feeling.

20 Whoever casts a stone at birds scares
them away.

He who insults a friend will dissolve
friendship.

21 If you have drawn a sword against a
friend, don’t despair,

for there may be a way back.
22 If you have opened your mouth against a

friend, don’t be afraid,
for there may be reconciliation,

† 22:9-10: Verses 9 and 10 are omitted by the best authorities.
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unless it is for insulting, arrogance, dis-
closing of a secret, or a treacherous
blow—

for these things any friend will flee.

23 Gain trust with your neighbour in his
poverty,

that in his prosperity you may have
gladness.

Stay steadfast to him in the timeof his afflic-
tion,

that you may be heir with him in his
inheritance.‡

24 Before fire is the vapour and smoke of a
furnace,

so insults precede bloodshed.
25 I won’t be ashamed to shelter a friend.

I won’t hide myself from his face.
26 If any evil happens tome because of him,

everyone who hears it will beware of
him.

27Whowill set a watch over mymouth,
and a seal of shrewdness uponmy lips,
that I may not fall from it, and that my
tonguemay not destroyme?

23
1O Lord, Father andMaster of my life,

don’t abandonme to their counsel.
Don’t let me fall because of them.

2Whowill set scourges over my thought,
and a discipline of wisdom over my
heart,

that they spareme not for my errors,
and not overlook their sins?

3Otherwise my errors might bemultiplied,
andmy sins abound,
I fall before my adversaries,
andmy enemy rejoice over me.†

4O Lord, Father and God of my life,
don’t give me a haughty eyes,‡
5and turn away evil desire fromme.§

6Let neither gluttony nor lust overtakeme.
Don’t givemeover toashamelessmind.

7Listen,my children, to the discipline of the
mouth.

He who keeps it will not be caught.
8 The sinner will be overpowered through

his lips.
By them, the insulter and the arrogant
will stumble.

9Don’t accustom yourmouth to an oath,
and don’t be accustomed to naming the
Holy One,

10 for as a servant who is continually
scourged will not lack bruises,

so he also who swears and continually
utters the Name will not be cleansed
from sin.

11 A man of many oaths will be filled with
iniquity.

The scourge will not depart from his
house.

If he offends, his sin will be upon him.
If he disregards it, he has sinned dou-
bly.

If he has sworn falsely, he will not be justi-
fied,

for his house will be filled with calami-
ties.

12 There is a manner of speech that is
clothed with death.

Let it not be found in the heritage of
Jacob,

for all these things will be far from the
godly,

and they will not wallow in sins.
13Don’t accustomyourmouth togross rude-

ness,
for it involves sinful speech.

14Remember your father and yourmother,
for you sit in themidst of great men,
that you be not forgetful before them,
and become a fool by your bad habit;

so you may wish that you had not been
born,

and curse the day of your birth.
15 A man who is accustomed to abusive

language
won’t be corrected all the days of his
life.

16Two sorts of people multiply sins,
and the third will bring wrath:
a hot passion, like a burning fire, will
not bequencheduntil it is consumed;

a fornicator in the body of his fleshwill
never ceaseuntil hehasburntout the
fire.

17All bread is sweet to a fornicator.
He will not cease until he dies.

18 A man who goes astray from his own
marriage bed

says in his heart, “Who sees me?
Darkness is around me, and the walls hide

me.
No one sees me. Of whom am I afraid?
The Most High will not remember my
sins.”

19The eyes of men are his terror.
He doesn’t know that the eyes of the
Lord are ten thousand times brighter
than the sun,

‡ 22:23: The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities. † 23:3: The remainder of this verse is omitted

by thebest authorities. ‡ 23:4: Theremainderof this verse is omittedby thebest authorities. § 23:5: Theremainder
of this verse is omitted by the best authorities.
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seeing all the ways of men,
and looking into secret places.

20All thingswere known to himbefore they
were created,

and also after they were completed.
21 This man will be punished in the streets

of the city.
Hewill be seizedwherehe least expects
it.

22 So also is a wife who leaves her husband,
and produces an heir by another man.

23Forfirst, shewasdisobedient in the lawof
theMost High.

Second, she trespassedagainst her own
husband.

Third, she played the adulteress in for-
nication,

and had children by another man.
24 She shall be brought out into the congre-

gation.
Her punishmentwill extend toher chil-
dren.

25Her children will not take root.
Her branches will bear no fruit.

26 She will leave her memory for a curse.
Her reproach won’t be blotted out.

27And those who are left behind will know
that there is nothing better than the
fear of the Lord,

and nothing sweeter than to heed the
commandments of the Lord.

28 †

24
1Wisdomwill praise her own soul,

andwill proclaimher glory in themidst
of her people.

2 She will open her mouth in the congrega-
tion of the Most High,

and proclaim her glory in the presence
of his power.

3 “I came out of themouth of theMost High,
and covered the earth as amist.

4 I lived in high places,
and my throne is in the pillar of the
cloud.

5Alone I surrounded the circuit of heaven,
and walked in the depth of the abyss.

6 In thewaves of the sea, and in all the earth,
and in every people and nation, I ob-
tained a possession.

7With all these I sought rest.
In whose inheritance shall I lodge?

8 Then the Creator of all things gave me a
command.

He who created me made my tent to
rest,

and said, ‘Let yourdwelling be in Jacob,

and your inheritance in Israel.’
9He createdme from the beginning, before

the ages.
For all ages, I will not cease to exist.

10 In the holy tabernacle, I ministered be-
fore him.

So I was established in Zion.
11 In the beloved city, likewise he gave me

rest.
In Jerusalemwasmy domain.

12 I took root in a people thatwas honoured,
even in the portion of the Lord’s own
inheritance.

13 I was exalted like a cedar in Lebanon,
And like a cypress tree on the moun-
tains of Hermon.

14 I was exalted like a palm tree on the sea
shore,

like rose bushes in Jericho,
and like a fair olive tree in the plain.
I was exalted like a plane tree.

15 Like cinnamon and aspalathus, I have
given a scent to perfumes.

Like choice myrrh, I spread abroad a
pleasant fragrance,

like† galbanum, onycha, stacte,
and as the smell of frankincense in the
tabernacle.

16 Like the terebinth, I stretched out my
branches.

My branches are glorious and graceful.
17Like the vine, I put forth grace.

My flowers are the fruit of glory and
riches.

18 ‡

19 “Come tome, all you who desire me,
and be filled withmy fruits.

20Formymemory is sweeter than honey,
and my inheritance than the honey-
comb.

21 Those who eat me will be hungry for
more.

Those who drink me will be thirsty for
more.

22Hewho obeys mewill not be ashamed.
Those whowork withmewill not sin.”

23 All these things are the book of the
covenant of the Most High God,

the law which Moses commanded us
for an inheritance for the assemblies
of Jacob.

24 §
25 It is he who makes wisdom abundant, as

Pishon,
and as Tigris in the days of first fruits.

† 23:28: Verse 28 is omitted by the best authorities. † 24:15: See Exodus 30:34. ‡ 24:18: Verse 18 is omitted by

the best authorities. § 24:24: Verse 24 is omitted by the best authorities.
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26 He makes understanding full as the Eu-
phrates,

andas the Jordan in thedaysofharvest,
27whomakes instruction shine forth as the

light,
as Gihon in the days of vintage.

28The first man didn’t know her perfectly.
In like manner, the last has not ex-
plored her.

29For her thoughts are filled from the sea,
and her counsels from the great deep.

30 I came out as a canal stream from a river,
and as an irrigationditch into a garden.

31 I said, “I will water my garden,
and will drenchmy garden bed.”

Behold, my stream became a river,
andmy river became a sea.

32 I will yet bring instruction to light as the
morning,

and will make these things clear from
far away.

33 I will continue to pour out teaching like
prophecy,

and leave it to all generations.
34 See that I have not laboured for myself

only,
but for all those who diligently seek
wisdom.

25
1 I enjoy three things,

and they are beautiful before the Lord
andmen:

the agreement of kindred,
the friendship of neighbours,
and a woman and her husband who
walk together in agreement.

2But my soul hates three sorts of people,
and I am greatly offended at their life:
a poor manwho is arrogant,
a richmanwho is a liar,
and an old fool who is an adulterer.

3 If you gathered nothing in your youth,
how could you find anything in your
old age?

4How beautiful a thing is judgement in the
grey-haired,

and for elders to know good counsel!
5How beautiful is the wisdom of old men,

and understanding and counsel tomen
who are in honour!

6Much experience is the crown of the aged.
Their glory is the fear of the Lord.

7 There are nine things that I have thought
of, and inmy heart counted happy,

and the tenth I will utter with my
tongue:

a manwho has joy with his children,
and amanwho lives and sees the fall of
his enemies.

8 Happy is he who dwells with a wife of
understanding,

hewhohas not slippedwith his tongue,
and he who has not served a man who
is unworthy of him.

9Happy is he who has found prudence,
and he who speaks in the ears of those
who listen.

10How great is he who has foundwisdom!
Yet there is none greater than one who
fears the Lord.

11The fear of the Lord surpasses all things.
To whom shall he who holds it be
likened?

12 †

13Anywound but a wound of the heart!
Any wickedness but the wickedness of
a woman!

14 Any calamity but a calamity from those
who hate me!

Any vengeance but the vengeance of
enemies!

15 There is no venom worse than a snake’s
venom.

There is no wrath worse than an en-
emy’s wrath.

16 I would rather dwell with a lion and a
dragon

than keephousewith awickedwoman.
17The wickedness of a woman changes her

appearance,
and darkens her countenance like that
of a bear.

18Her husband will sit amongst his neigh-
bours,

and when he hears it, he sighs bitterly.
19Allmalice is small compared to themalice

of a woman.
Let the portion of a sinner fall on her.

20Aswalking up a sandy hill is to the feet of
the aged,

so is awife full of words to a quietman.
21Don’t be ensnared by a woman’s beauty.

Don’t desire a woman for her beauty.
22 There is anger, impudence, and great

reproach
if a woman supports her husband.

23Awicked woman is abasement of heart,
sadness of countenance, and a
wounded heart.

A woman who won’t make her husband
happy

is like hands that hang down, andweak
knees.

24Thebeginningof sin came fromawoman.
Because of her, we all die.

† 25:12: Verse 12 is omitted by the best authorities.
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25Don’t give water an outlet,
and don’t give a wicked woman free-
dom of speech.

26 If she doesn’t go as you direct,
cut her away from your flesh.‡

26
1Happy is the husband of a good wife.

Thenumberofhisdayswill bedoubled.
2A faithful wife gives joy to her husband.

He will fulfil his years in peace.
3A good wife is a great gift.

She will be given to those who fear the
Lord.

4Whether aman is rich or poor,
a goodheartmakesacheerful faceat all
times.

5Of three things my heart was afraid,
and concerning the fourth†kind Imade
supplication:

The slander of a city, the assembly of a
mob, and a false accusation.

All these aremore grievous than death.
6 A grief of heart and sorrow is a woman

who is jealous of another woman.
Her tongue-lashing makes it known to
all.

7Awicked woman is like a chafing yoke.
Hewho takesholdofher is likeonewho
grasps a scorpion.

8A drunkenwoman causes great wrath.
She will not cover her own shame.

9The fornication of awoman is in the lifting
up of her eyes;

it will be known by her eyelids.
10Keep strict watch on a headstrong daugh-

ter,
lest she find liberty for herself, and use
it.

11Watch out for an impudent eye,
and don’t be surprised if it sins against
you.

12 She will open her mouth like a thirsty
traveller,

and drink from every water that is
near.

She will sit down at every post,
and open her quiver to any arrow.

13 The grace of a wife will delight her hus-
band.

Her knowledge will strengthen‡ his
bones.

14A silent woman is a gift of the Lord.
There is nothing worth so much as a
well-instructed soul.

15Amodest woman is grace upon grace.

There are no scales that can weigh the
value of a self-controlled soul.

16 As the sun when it arises in the highest
places of the Lord,

so is the beauty of a good wife in her
well-organised home.

17 As the lamp that shines upon the holy
lampstand,

so is the beauty of the face on a well-
proportioned body.

18 As the golden pillars are upon a base of
silver,

so are beautiful feet with the breasts of
one who is steadfast.

19-27 §

28For two things my heart is grieved,
and for the third anger comesuponme:
a warrior who suffers for poverty,
men of understanding who are
counted as garbage,

and one who turns back from righ-
teousness to sin—

the Lord will prepare him for the
sword!

29 It is difficult for a merchant to keep him-
self fromwrong doing,

and for a retailer to be acquitted of sin.

27
1Many have sinned for profit.

He who seeks to multiply wealth will
turn his eye away.

2 As a nail will stick fast between the join-
ings of stones,

so sin will thrust itself in between buy-
ing and selling.

3Unless a person holds on diligently to the
fear of the Lord,

his house will be overthrown quickly.

4 In the shaking of a sieve, the refuse re-
mains,

so does the filth of man in his thoughts.
5The furnace tests the potter’s vessels;

so the test of a person is in his thoughts.
6The fruit of a tree discloses its cultivation,

so is the utterance of the thought of a
person’s heart.

7 Praise no man before you hear his
thoughts,

for this is how people are tested.

8 If you follow righteousness, you will ob-
tain it,

and put it on like a long robe of glory.
9Birds will return to their own kind,

so truth will return to those who prac-
tise it.

‡ 25:26: The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities. † 26:5: Gr. countenance. ‡ 26:13: or,

fatten § 26:19-27: Verses 19-27 are omitted by the best authorities.
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10The lion lies in wait for prey.
So does sin for those who do evil.

11 The discourse of a godly man is always
wise,

but the fool changes like themoon.
12 Limit your time amongst people void of

understanding,
but persevere amongst the thoughtful.

13The talk of fools is offensive.
Their laughter is wantonly sinful.

14 Their talk with much swearing makes
hair stand upright.

Their strife makes others plug their
ears.

15The strife of theproud leads tobloodshed.
Their abuse of each other is a grievous
thing to hear.

16Hewho reveals secrets destroys trust,
and will not find a close friend.

17Love a friend, and keep faith with him;
but if you reveal his secrets,
you shall not follow him;

18 for as aman has destroyed his enemy,
so youhave destroyed the friendship of
your neighbour.

19As a bird which you have released out of
your hand,

so you have let your neighbour go, and
you will not catch him again.

20 Don’t pursue him, for he has gone far
away,

andhas escaped like a gazelle out of the
snare.

21 For a wound may be bound up, and after
abuse there may be reconciliation;

but he who reveals secrets is without
hope.

22 One who winks the eye contrives evil
things;

and those who know him will keep
their distance.

23 When you are present, he will speak
sweetly,

and will admire your words;
but afterward he will twist his speech
and set a trap in your words.

24 Ihavehatedmany things, butnothing like
him.

The Lord will hate him.

25One who casts a stone straight up casts it
on his own head.

A deceitful blow opens wounds.
26Hewho digs a pit will fall into it.

Hewho sets a snarewill be caught in it.
27 He who does evil things, they will roll

back upon him,
and he will not knowwhere they came
from.

28Mockery and reproach are from the arro-
gant.

Vengeance lies in wait for them like a
lion.

29 Those who rejoice at the fall of the godly
will be caught in a snare.

Anguish will consume them before
they die.

30Wrath and anger, these also are abomina-
tions.

A sinner will possess them.

28
1 He who takes vengeance will find

vengeance from the Lord,
and he will surely make his sins firm.

2 Forgive your neighbour the hurt that he
has done,

and then your sins will be pardoned
when you pray.

3 Does anyone harbour anger against an-
other

and expect healing from the Lord?
4Upon aman like himself he has nomercy,

and does he make supplication for his
own sins?

5He himself, being flesh, nourishes wrath.
Whowill make atonement for his sins?

6Remember your last end, and stop enmity.
Remember corruption and death, and
be true to the commandments.

7Remember the commandments, and don’t
be angry with your neighbour.

Remember the covenant of theHighest,
and overlook ignorance.

8Abstain from strife, and youwill diminish
your sins,

for a passionate manwill kindle strife.
9Amanwho is a sinner will trouble friends

and sow discord amongst those who
are at peace.

10As is the fuel of the fire, so it will burn;
and as the stoutness of the strife is, so it
will burn.

As is the strength of the man, so will be his
wrath;

and as is his wealth, so he will exalt his
anger.

11Acontentionbegun inhastekindlesafire;
and hasty fighting sheds blood.

12 If you blow on a spark, it will burn;
and if you spit upon it, it will be
quenched.

Both of these come out of yourmouth.

13Curse thewhisperer anddouble-tongued,
for he has destroyedmanywhowere at
peace.

14A slanderer has shakenmany,
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and dispersed them from nation to na-
tion.

It has pulled down strong cities
and overthrown the houses of great
men.

15A slanderer has cast out brave women
and deprived them of their labours.

16Hewho listens to it will not find rest,
nor will he live quietly.

17The stroke of a whipmakes amark in the
flesh,

but the stroke of a tongue will break
bones.

18 Many have fallen by the edge of the
sword,

yet not so many as those who have
fallen because of the tongue.

19Happy is he who is sheltered from it,
who has not passed through its wrath,
who has not drawn its yoke,
and has not been boundwith its bands.

20For its yoke is a yoke of iron,
and its bands are bands of brass.

21 Its death is an evil death,
and Hades is better than it.

22 It will not have rule over godly men.
They will not be burnt in its flame.

23 Those who forsake the Lord will fall into
it.

It will burn amongst them, and won’t
be quenched.

It will be sent against them like a lion.
It will destroy them like a leopard.

24As you hedge your possession about with
thorns,

and secure your silver and your gold,
25 so make a balance and a weight for your

words,
and make a door and a bar for your
mouth.

26Take heed lest you slip with it,
lest you fall before onewho lies inwait.

29
1Hewhoshowsmercywill lend tohisneigh-

bour.
He who strengthens himwith his hand
keeps the commandments.

2Lend toyourneighbour in timeofhisneed.
Repay your neighbour on time.

3 Confirm your word, and keep faith with
him;

and at all seasons you will find what
you need.

4Manyhave considered a loan to be awind-
fall,

and have given trouble to those who
helped them.

5Until he has received, he will kiss a man’s
hands.

For his neighbour’s money he will
speak submissively.

Thenwhen payment is due, he will prolong
the time,

return excuses, and complain about
the season.

6 If he prevails, the creditor will hardly re-
ceive half;

and he will count it as a windfall.
If not, he has deprived him of his money,

and he has gotten him for an enemy
without cause.

He will pay himwith cursing and railing.
Instead of honour, he will pay him dis-
grace.

7 Many on account of fraud have turned
away.

They are afraid of being defrauded for
nothing.

8 However be patient with a man in poor
estate.

Don’t keep himwaiting for your alms.
9Help a poor man for the commandment’s

sake.
According to his need don’t send him
empty away.

10 Lose your money for a brother and a
friend.

Don’t let it rust under a stone and be
lost.

11 Allocate your treasure according to the
commandments of the Most High

and it will profit youmore than gold.
12 Store up almsgiving in your store-

chambers
and it will deliver you out of all afflic-
tion.

13 It will fight for you against your enemy
better than a mighty shield and a pon-
derous spear.

14 A good man will be surety for his neigh-
bour.

He who has lost shamewill fail him.
15Don’t forget the kindness of your guaran-

tor,
for he has given his life for you.

16 A sinner will waste the property of his
guarantor.

17Hewho is thanklesswill fail himwho
delivered him.

18Being surety has undonemanywhowere
prospering

and shaken them as a wave of the sea.
It has drivenmightymen from their homes.

They wandered amongst foreign na-
tions.

19 A sinner who falls into suretiship and
undertakes contracts for work

will fall into lawsuits.
20 Help your neighbour according to your

power,
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and be careful not to fall yourself.

21The essentials of life are water, bread,
a garment, and a house for privacy.

22 Better is the life of a poor man under a
shelter of logs

than sumptuous fare in another man’s
house.

23 With little or with much, be well satis-
fied.†

24 It is a miserable life to go from house to
house.

Where you are a guest, you dare not
open yourmouth.

25Youwill entertain, serve drinks, andhave
no thanks.

In addition to this, you will hear bitter
words.

26 “Come here, you sojourner, set a table,
and if you have anything in your hand,
feedmewith it.”

27 “Leave, you sojourner, for an honoured
guest is here.

My brother has come to be my guest. I
needmy house.”

28 These things are grievous to a man of
understanding:

The scolding about lodging and the in-
sults of creditors.

30
1He who loves his son will continue to lay

stripes upon him,
that he may have joy from him in the
end.

2He who chastises his son will have profit
from him,

and will brag about him amongst his
acquaintances.

3 He who teaches his son will provoke his
enemy to jealousy.

Before friends, he will rejoice in him.
4His father dies, and is as thoughhehadnot

died;
for he has left one behind him like him-
self.

5 In his life, he saw his son and rejoiced.
When he died, it was without regret.

6He left behind him an avenger against his
enemies,

and one to repay kindness to his
friends.

7 He who makes too much of his son will
bind up his wounds.

His heart will be troubled at every cry.
8An unbroken horse becomes stubborn.

An unrestrained son becomes head-
strong.

9 Pamper your child, and he will make you
afraid.

Play with him, and he will grieve you.
10 Don’t laugh with him, lest you have sor-

rowwith him,
and you gnash your teeth in the end.

11Give him no liberty in his youth,
and don’t ignore his follies.†

12 ‡Bow down his neck in his youth,
and beat him on the sides while he is a
child,

lest he become stubborn, and be dis-
obedient to you,

and there be sorrow to your soul.§
13Chastise your son, and give himwork,

lest his shameless behaviour be an of-
fence to you.

14 Better is a poor man who is healthy and
fit,

than a rich man who is afflicted in his
body.

15Health andfitness arebetter thanall gold,
and a strong body better than wealth
without measure.

16 There is no wealth better than health of
body.

There is no gladness above the joy of
the heart.

17Death is better than a bitter life,
and eternal rest than a continual sick-
ness.

18 Good things poured out upon a mouth
that is closed

are like food offerings laid upon a
grave.

19What does an offering profit an idol?
For it can’t eat or smell.

So is he who is punished by the Lord,
20 seeing with his eyes and groaning,
like a eunuch embracing a virgin and
groaning.

21Don’t give your soul to sorrow.
Don’t afflict yourself deliberately.

22Gladness of heart is the life of a man.
Cheerfulness of a man lengthens his
days.

23 Love your own soul, and comfort your
heart.

Remove sorrow far from you,
for sorrow has destroyedmany,
and there is no profit in it.

24Envy andwrath shorten life.
Anxiety brings old age before its time.

† 29:23: The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities. † 30:11: This line and the previous two lines

are absent from some olderMSS. ‡ 30:12: These three lines are absent from the oldest MSS. § 30:12: These three
lines are absent from the oldest MSS.
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25Those who are cheerful andmerry
will benefit from their food.

31
1Wakefulness that comes from riches con-

sumes the flesh,
and anxiety about it takes away sleep.

2Wakeful anxiety will crave slumber.
In a severe disease, sleep will be bro-
ken.

3 A rich man toils in gathering money to-
gether.

When he rests, he is filledwith his good
things.

4A poorman toils in lack of substance.
When he rests, he becomes needy.

5Hewho loves gold won’t be justified.
He who follows destruction will him-
self have his fill of it.

6Many have been given over to ruin for the
sake of gold.

Their destruction meets them face to
face.

7 It is a stumbling block to those who sacri-
fice to it.

Every fool will be taken by it.
8 Blessed is the rich person who is found

blameless,
and who doesn’t go after gold.

9Who is he, that wemay call him blessed?
For he has done wonderful things
amongst his people.

10Who has been tried by it, and found per-
fect?

Then let him boast.
Who has had the power to transgress, and

has not transgressed?
And to do evil, and has not done it?

11His prosperity will be made sure.
The congregation will proclaim his
alms.

12 Do you sit at a great table? Don’t be
greedy there.

Don’t say, “There is a lot of food on it!”
13 Remember that a greedy eye is a wicked

thing.
What has been created more greedy
than an eye?

Therefore it sheds tears from every
face.

14 Don’t stretch your hand wherever it
looks.

Don’t thrust yourself with it into the
dish.

15 Consider your neighbour’s feelings by
your own.

Be discreet in every point.
16 Eat like a human being those things

which are set before you.
Don’t eat greedily, lest you be hated.

17Be first to stop for manners’ sake.
Don’t be insatiable, lest you offend.

18And if you sit amongst many,
Don’t reachout yourhandbefore them.

19Howsufficient to awell-manneredman is
a very little.

He doesn’t breathe heavily in his bed.
20Healthy sleep comes from moderate eat-

ing.
He rises early, and his wits are with
him.

The pain of wakefulness, colic,
and griping arewith an insatiableman.

21And if you have been forced to eat,
rise up in themiddle of it, and you shall
have rest.

22Hearme, my son, and don’t despise me,
and in the end you will appreciate my
words.

In all your works be skilful,
and no disease will come to you.

23 People bless him who is liberal with his
food.

The testimony of his excellence will be
believed.

24 The city will murmur at him who is a
stingy with his food.

The testimony of his stinginess will be
accurate.

25Don’t show yourself valiant in wine,
for wine has destroyedmany.

26 The furnace tests the temper of steel by
dipping;

so does wine test hearts in the quar-
relling of the proud.

27Wine is as good as life to men,
if you drink it in moderation.

What life is there to a man who is without
wine?

It has been created to makemen glad.
28Wine drunk in season and inmoderation

is joy of heart and gladness of soul:
29 Wine drunk excessively is bitterness of

soul,
with provocation and conflict.

30Drunkenness increases the rage of a fool
to his hurt.

It diminishes strength and adds
wounds.

31 Don’t rebuke your neighbour at a ban-
quet of wine.

Don’t despise him in his mirth.
Don’t speak a word of reproach to him.

Don’t distress him bymaking demands
of him.

32
1Have theymade you ruler of a feast?

Don’t be lifted up.
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Be amongst them as one of them.
Take care of them first, and then sit
down.

2 And when you have done all your duties,
take your place,

that you may be gladdened on their
account,

and receive a wreath for your good
service.

3 Speak, you who are older, for it’s your
right, but with sound knowledge;

and don’t interrupt themusic.
4Don’t pour out talkwhere there is aperfor-

mance of music.
Don’t display your wisdom at the
wrong time.

5As a ruby signet in a setting of gold,
so is amusic concert at awine banquet.

6As an emerald signet in a work of gold,
so is musical melody with pleasant
wine.

7 Speak, youngman, if you are obliged to,
but no more than twice, and only if
asked.

8 Sum up your speech, many things in few
words.

Be as one who knows and yet holds his
tongue.

9Whenamongst greatmen, don’t behave as
their equal.

When another is speaking, don’t bab-
ble.

10Lightning speeds before thunder.
Approval goes before one who is mod-
est.

11Rise up in good time, and don’t be last.
Go home quickly and don’t loiter

12 Amuse yourself there and do what is in
your heart.

Don’t sin by proud speech.
13For these things bless yourMaker,

who gives you to drink freely of his
good things.

14He who fears the Lord will receive disci-
pline.

Those who seek him early will find
favour.

15He who seeks the law shall be filled with
it,

but the hypocrite will stumble at it.
16 Those who fear the Lord will find true

judgement,
and will kindle righteous acts like a
light.

17A sinful man shuns reproof,
and will find a judgement according to
his will.

18Asensiblepersonwon’t neglect a thought.

An insolent and proud man won’t
crouch in fear,

even after he has done a thing by him-
self without counsel.

19Do nothing without counsel,
but when you have acted, don’t regret
it.

20Don’t go in a way of conflict.
Don’t stumble in stony places.

21Don’t be overconfident on a smooth road.
22Beware of your own children.

23 In every work guard your own soul,
for this is the keeping of the command-
ments.

24Hewho believes the law gives heed to the
commandment.

Hewho trusts in the Lordwill suffer no
loss.

33
1No evil will happen to him who fears the

Lord,
but in trials once and again he will
deliver him.

2Awise manwill not hate the law,
but hewho is a hypocrite about it is like
a boat in a storm.

3A man of understanding will put his trust
in the law.

And the law is faithful to him, as when
one asks a divine oracle.

4 Prepare your speech, and so you will be
heard.

Bind up instruction, and make your
answer.

5The heart of a fool is like a cartwheel.
His thoughts are like a rolling axle.

6A stallion horse is like amocking friend.
He neighs under every one who sits
upon him.

7Why does one day excel another,
when all the light of every day in the
year is from the sun?

8 They were distinguished by the Lord’s
knowledge,

and he varied seasons and feasts.
9 Some of them he exalted and hallowed,

and some of them he has made ordi-
nary days.

10And all men are from the ground.
Adamwas created from dust.

11 In the abundance of his knowledge the
Lord distinguished them,

andmade their ways different.
12 Some of them he blessed and exalted,

and some of them he made holy and
brought near to himself.

Some of them he cursed and brought low,
and overthrew them from their place.

13As the clay of the potter in his hand,
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all his ways are according to his good
pleasure,

so men are in the hand of him who made
them,

to give to them according to his judge-
ment.

14Good is the opposite of evil,
and life is the opposite of death;
so† the sinner is the opposite of the
godly.

15Look upon all the works of theMost High
like this,

they come in pairs, one against an-
other.

16 I was the last on watch,
like one who gleans after the grape
gatherers.

17 By the Lord’s blessing I arrived before
them,

and filled my winepress like one who
gathers grapes.

18 Consider that I laboured not for myself
alone,

but for all those who seek instruction.
19Hearme, you great men of the people,

and listen with your ears, you rulers of
the congregation.

20To son andwife, to brother and friend,
don’t give power over yourself while
you live,

and don’t give your goods to another,
lest you regret it andmust ask for them.

21While you still live and breath is in you,
don’t give yourself over to anybody.

22 For it is better that your children should
ask from you

than that you should look to thehandof
your children.

23Excel in all your works.
Don’t bring a stain on your honour.

24 In the day that you end the days of your
life,

in the time of death, distribute your
inheritance.

25 Fodder, a stick, and burdens are for a
donkey.

Bread, discipline, and work are for a
servant.

26 Set your slave to work, and you will find
rest.

Leave his hands idle, and he will seek
liberty.

27Yoke andwhip will bow the neck.
For an evil slave there are racks and
tortures.

28 Send him to labour, that he not be idle,
for idleness teaches muchmischief.

29 Set him to work, as is fit for him.
If he doesn’t obey, make his fetters
heavy.

30Don’t be excessive towards any.
Do nothing unjust.

31 If youhaveaslave, treathim likeyourself,
because you have bought him with
blood.

32 If youhaveaslave, treathim likeyourself.
For like your own soul, you will need
him.

If you treat him ill, and he departs and runs
away,

33which waywill you go to seek him?

34
1Vain and false hopes are for a man void of

understanding.
Dreams give wings to fools.

2Asonewhograspsat a shadowand follows
after the wind,

so is he who sets his mind on dreams.
3The vision of dreams is a reflection,

the likeness of a face near a face.
4 From an unclean thing what can be

cleansed?
From that which is false what can be
true?

5 Divinations, and soothsayings, and
dreams, are vain.

Theheart has fantasies like awoman in
labour.

6 If they are not sent in a visitation from the
Most High,

don’t give your heart to them.
7For dreams have ledmany astray.

They have failed by putting their hope
in them.

8Without lying the lawwill be fulfilled.
Wisdom is complete in a faithful
mouth.

9 A well-instructed man knows many
things.

He who has much experience will de-
clare understanding.

10 He who has no experience knows few
things.

But he who has travelled increases
cleverness.

11 I have seenmany things inmy travels.
My understanding is more than my
words.

12 I was often in danger even to death.
I was preserved because of these expe-
riences.

13The spirit of those who fear the Lord will
live,

for theirhope is inhimwhosaves them.
† 33:14: A line of this verse is here omitted by the best authorities.
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14Whoever fears the Lord won’t be afraid,
and won’t be a coward,

for he is his hope.
15 Blessed is the soul of him who fears the

Lord.
Towhomdoes he give heed? Who is his
support?

16Theeyesof theLordareon thosewho love
him,

a mighty protection and strong sup-
port,

a cover from thehot blast, a shade from
the noonday sun,

a guard from stumbling, and a help
from falling.

17He raises up the soul, and enlightens the
eyes.

He gives health, life, and blessing.
18Hewho sacrifices a thing wrongfully got-

ten, his offering is made inmockery.
The mockeries of wicked men are not
acceptable.

19 The Most High has no pleasure in the
offerings of the ungodly,

Neither is he pacified for sins by the
multitude of sacrifices.

20 Like one who kills a son before his fa-
ther’s eyes

is he who brings a sacrifice from the
goods of the poor.

21 The bread of the needy is the life of the
poor.

He who deprives him of it is a man of
blood.

22Likeonewhomurdershisneighbour ishe
who takes away his living.

Like a shedder of blood is he who de-
prives a hireling of his hire.

23 When one builds, and another pulls
down,

what profit do they have but toil?
24When one prays, and another curses,

whose voice will the Lord listen to?
25He who washes himself after touching a

dead body, and touches it again,
what does he gain by his washing?

26Even so aman fasting for his sins,
and going again, and doing the same,
whowill listen to his prayer?
What profit does he have in his humili-
ation?

35
1Hewho keeps the lawmultiplies offerings.

He who heeds the commandments sac-
rifices a peace offering.

2 He who returns a kindness offers fine
flour.

He who gives alms sacrifices a thank
offering.

3 To depart from wickedness pleases the
Lord.

To depart from unrighteousness is an
atoning sacrifice.

4 See that you don’t appear in the presence
of the Lord empty.

5 For all these things are done because
of the commandment.

6 The offering of the righteous enriches the
altar.

The sweet fragrance of it is before the
Most High.

7The sacrifice of a righteous man is accept-
able.

It won’t be forgotten.
8Glorify the Lord with generosity.

Don’t reduce the first fruits of your
hands.

9 In every gift showa cheerful countenance,
And dedicate your tithe with gladness.
10Give to theMost High according as he has

given.
As your hand has found, give gener-
ously.

11For the Lord repays,
and he will repay you sevenfold.

12Don’t plan to bribe him with gifts, for he
will not receive them.

Don’t set your mind on an unrighteous
sacrifice,

For the Lord is the judge,
and with him is no respect of persons.

13Hewon’t acceptanypersonagainst apoor
man.

He will listen to the prayer of him who
is wronged.

14Hewill innowaydespise the supplication
of the fatherless

or the widow, when she pours out her
tale.

15 Don’t the tears of the widow run down
her cheek?

Isn’t her cry against him who has
caused them to fall?

16He who serves God according to his good
pleasure will be accepted.

His supplication will reach to the
clouds.

17 The prayer of the humble pierces the
clouds.

until it comes near, he will not be com-
forted.

He won’t depart until the Most High visits
and he judges righteously and executes
judgement.

18 And the Lord will not be slack, neither
will he be patient towards them,

until he has crushed the loins of the
unmerciful.

He will repay vengeance to the heathen
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until he has taken away the multitude
of the arrogant

and broken in pieces the sceptres of the
unrighteous,

19 until he has rendered to every man
according to his deeds,

and repaid theworks ofmen according
to their plans,

until he has judged the cause of his
people,

and he will make them rejoice in his
mercy.

20 Mercy is as welcome in the time of his
affliction,

as clouds of rain in the time of drought.

36
1Havemercy uponus, O Lord theGod of all,

and look at us with favour;
2 and send your fear upon all the na-
tions.†

3 Lift up your hand against the foreign na-
tions

and let them see yourmighty power.
4As you showed your holiness in us before

them,
so bemagnified in them before us.

5 Let them know you, as we also have
known you,

that there isnoGodbutonlyyou,OGod.
6 Show new signs, and work various won-

ders.
Glorify your hand and your right arm.‡

7Raise up indignation and pour out wrath.
Take away the adversary and destroy
the enemy.

8Hasten the time and remember your oath.
Let them declare yourmighty works.

9 Let him who escapes be devoured by rag-
ing fire.

May those who harm your people find
destruction.

10 Crush the heads of the rulers of the ene-
mies

who say, “There is no one but our-
selves.”

11Gather all the tribes of Jacob together,
and§ take them for your inheritance, as
from the beginning.

12O Lord, have mercy upon the people that
is called by your name,

andupon Israel, whomyou likened to a
firstborn.

13 Have compassion upon the city of your
sanctuary,

Jerusalem, the place of your rest.
14Fill Zion. Exalt your oracles

and fill your people with your glory.
15 Give testimony to those who were your

creatures in the beginning,
and fulfil theprophecies thathavebeen
spoken in your name.

16Reward those whowait for you,
and men will put their trust in your
prophets.

17 Listen, O Lord, to the prayer of your ser-
vants,

according to the blessing of Aaron con-
cerning your people;

and all those who are on the earth will
know

that you are the Lord, the† eternal God.
18The belly will eat any food,

but one food is better than another.
19Themouth tastesmeats taken in hunting,

so does an understanding heart detect
false speech.

20A contrary heart will cause heaviness.
Aman of experiencewill pay himback.

21Awomanwill receive anyman,
but one daughter is better than an-
other.

22 The beauty of a woman cheers the coun-
tenance.

Aman desires nothingmore.
23 If kindness and humility are on her

tongue,
her husband is not like other sons of
men.

24 He who gets a wife gets his richest trea-
sure,

a help meet for him and a pillar of
support.

25Where no hedge is, the property will be
plundered.

He who has no wife will mourn as he
wanders.

26Forwhowould trust animble robberwho
skips from city to city?

Even so, who would trust a man who
has no nest, and lodges wherever he
finds himself at nightfall?

37
1 Every friend will say, “I also am his

friend”;
but there is a friend which is only a
friend in name.

2 Isn’t there a grief in it even to death
whenacompanionand friend is turned
into an enemy?

3 O wicked imagination, why were you
formed

to cover the dry land with deceit?
† 36:2: The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities. ‡ 36:6: The remainder of this verse is omitted

by the best authorities. § 36:11: The ancient authorities read I took them for my inheritance: but the Greek text is
here very confused. † 36:17: Gr. God of the ages.
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4 There is a companion who rejoices in the
gladness of a friend,

but in time of affliction will be against
him.

5 There is a companion who for the belly’s
sake labours with his friend,

yet in the face of battle will carry his
buckler.

6Don’t forget a friend in your soul.
Don’t be unmindful of him in your
riches.

7Every counsellor extols counsel,
but some give counsel in their own in-
terest.

8Let your soul beware of a counsellor,
and know in advance what is his inter-
est

(for he will take counsel for himself),
lest he cast the lot against you,
9and say to you, “Your way is good.”
Then he will stand near you, to see
what will happen to you.

10 Don’t take counsel with one who looks
askance at you.

Hide your counsel from those who are
jealous of you.

11 Don’t consult with a woman about her
rival,

with a coward about war,
with amerchant about business,
with a buyer about selling,
with an envious man about thankful-
ness,

with an unmerciful man about kindli-
ness,

witha sluggardabout anykindofwork,
with a hireling in your house about
finishing his work,

or with an idle servant about much
business.

Pay no attention to these in any matter
of counsel.

12 But rather be continually with a godly
man,

whom you know to be a keeper of the
commandments,

who in his soul is as your own soul,
and who will grieve with you, if you
fail.

13Make the counsel of your heart stand,
for there is no one more faithful to you
than it.

14For a man’s soul is sometimes inclined to
inform him

better than sevenwatchmenwho sit on
high on a watch-tower.

15Above all this ask theMost High
that hemay direct your way in truth.

16 Let reason be the beginning of every
work.

Let counsel go before every action.
17As a token of the changing of the heart,

18 four kinds of things rise up:
good and evil, life and death.
Thatwhichrulesover themcontinually
is the tongue.

19There is onewho is cleverand the instruc-
tor of many,

and yet is unprofitable to his own soul.
20 There is one who is subtle in words, and

is hated.
He will be destitute of all food.

21 For grace was not given to him from the
Lord,

because he is deprived of all wisdom.
22There is one who is wise to his own soul;

and the fruits of his understanding are
trustworthy in themouth.

23Awise manwill instruct his own people.
The fruits of his understanding are
trustworthy.

24Awise manwill be filled with blessing.
All those who see him will call him
happy.

25The life of a man is counted by days.
The days of Israel are innumerable.

26 The wise man will inherit confidence
amongst his people.

His namewill live forever.

27My son, test your soul in your life.
See what is evil for it, and don’t give in
to it.

28 For not all things are profitable for all
men.

Not every soul has pleasure in every-
thing.

29Don’t be insatiable in any luxury.
Don’t be greedy in the things that you
eat.

30For overeating brings disease,
and gluttony causes nausea.

31Because of gluttony,many have perished,
but hewho takes heed shall prolong his
life.

38
1 Honour a physician according to your

need with the honours due to him,
for truly the Lord has created him.

2For healing comes from theMost High,
andheshall receiveagift fromtheking.

3 The skill of the physician will lift up his
head.

He will be admired in the sight of great
men.

4 The Lord created medicines out of the
earth.

A prudent manwill not despise them.
5Wasn’t water made sweet with wood,

that its powermight be known?
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6He gavemen skill
that hemight be glorified inhismarvel-
lous works.

7With them he heals
and takes away pain.

8With these, the pharmacist makes a mix-
ture.

God’s works won’t be brought to an
end.

From him, peace is upon the face of the
earth.

9 My son, in your sickness don’t be negli-
gent,

but pray to the Lord, and he will heal
you.

10 Put away wrong doing, and direct your
hands in righteousness.

Cleanse your heart from all sin.
11 Give a sweet savour and a memorial of

fine flour,
and pour oil on your offering, accord-
ing to yourmeans.

12Then give place to the physician, for truly
the Lord has created him.

Don’t let him leave you, for you need
him.

13 There is a time when recovery is in their
hands.

14For they also shall ask the Lord
to prosper them in diagnosis and in
healing for themaintenance of life.

15Hewho sins before his Maker,
let him fall into the hands of the physi-
cian.

16My son, let your tears fall over the dead,
and as one who suffers grievously, be-
gin lamentation.

Wind up his body with due honour.
Don’t neglect his burial.

17Make bitter weeping and make passion-
ate wailing.

Let your mourning be according to his
merit,

for one day or two, lest you be spoken
evil of;

and so be comforted for your sorrow.
18For from sorrow comes death.

Sorrow of heart saps one’s strength.
19 In calamity, sorrow also remains.

A poor man’s life is grievous to the
heart.

20Don’t give your heart to sorrow.
Put it away, remembering the end.

21 Don’t forget it, for there is no returning
again.

You do him no good, and you would
harm yourself.

22Remember his end, for so also will yours
be:

yesterday for him, and today for you.

23When the dead is at rest, let his remem-
brance rest.

Be comforted for him when his spirit
departs from him.

24 The wisdom of the scribe comes by the
opportunity of leisure.

He who has little business can become
wise.

25Howcould he becomewisewhoholds the
plough,

who glories in the shaft of the goad,
who drives oxen and is occupied in
their labours,

and whomostly talks about bulls?
26 He will set his heart upon turning his

furrows.
His lack of sleep is to give his heifers
their fodder.

27 So is every craftsman andmaster artisan
who passes his time by night as by day,
those who cut engravings of signets.

His diligence is to make great variety.
He sets his heart to preserve likeness in
his portraiture,

and is careful to finish his work.
28 So too is the smith sitting by the anvil

and considering the unwrought iron.
The smoke of the fire will waste his flesh.

He toils in the heat of the furnace.
The noise of the hammer deafens his ear.

His eyes are upon the pattern of the
object.

He will set his heart upon perfecting his
works.

He will be careful to adorn them per-
fectly.

29 So is the potter sitting at his work
and turning the wheel around with his
feet,

who is alwaysanxiously set at hiswork.
He produces his handiwork in quan-
tity.

30Hewill fashion the clay with his arm
andwill bend its strength in front of his
feet.

He will apply his heart to finish the glazing.
He will be careful to clean the kiln.

31All these put their trust in their hands.
Each becomes skilful in his ownwork.

32Without theseno citywouldbe inhabited.
Men wouldn’t reside as foreigners or
walk up and down there.

33Theywon’t be sought for in the council of
the people.

Theywon’tmountonhigh in theassem-
bly.

They won’t sit on the seat of the judge.
Theywon’t understand the covenant of
judgement.
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Neither will they declare instruction
and judgement.

They won’t be found where parables
are.

34 But they will maintain the fabric of the
age.

Their prayer is in the handiwork of
their craft.

39
1Not so he who has applied his soul

and meditates in the law of the Most
High.

He will seek out the wisdom of all the an-
cients

and will be occupied with prophecies.
2 He will keep the sayings of the men of

renown
and will enter in amidst the subtleties
of parables.

3 He will seek out the hidden meaning of
proverbs

and be conversant in the dark sayings
of parables.

4Hewill serve amongst great men
and appear before himwho rules.

He will travel through the land of foreign
nations,

for he has learnt what is good and evil
amongst men.

5He will apply his heart to return early to
the Lord whomade him,

and will make supplication before the
Most High,

and will open his mouth in prayer,
and will ask for pardon for his sins.

6 If the great Lord wills,
hewill befilledwith the spirit of under-
standing;

he will pour forth the words of his wis-
dom

and in prayer give thanks to the Lord.
7Hewill direct his counsel and knowledge,

and he will meditate in his secrets.
8Hewill show the instruction which he has

been taught
and will glory in the law of the
covenant of the Lord.

9Manywill commend his understanding.
So long as the world endures, it won’t
be blotted out.

His memory won’t depart.
His name will live from generation to
generation.

10Nations will declare his wisdom.
The congregation will proclaim his
praise.

11 If he continues, he will leave a greater
name than a thousand.

If he finally rests, it is enough for him.

12Yetmore Iwill utter,which I have thought
about.

I am filled like the full moon.
13Listen to me, you holy children,

and bud forth like a rose growing by a
brook of water.

14Give a sweet fragrance like frankincense.
Put forth flowers like a lily.
Scatter a sweet smell and sing a song of
praise.

Bless the Lord for all his works!
15Magnify his name

and give utterance to his praise
with the songs on your lips and with
harps!

Say this when you utter his praise:

16All the works of the Lord are exceedingly
good,

and every command will be done in its
time.

17 No one can say, “What is this?” “Why is
that?”

for at the proper time they will all be
sought out.

At his word, the waters stood as a heap,
as did the reservoirs of water at the
word of his mouth.

18 At his command all his good pleasure is
fulfilled.

There is no one who can hinder his
salvation.

19The works of all flesh are before him.
It’s impossible to be hidden from his
eyes.

20He sees from everlasting to everlasting.
There isnothing toowonderful forhim.

21 No one can say, “What is this?” “Why is
that?”

for all things are created for their own
uses.

22 His blessing covered the dry land as a
river

and saturated it as a flood.
23As he has made the waters salty,

so the heathen will inherit his wrath.
24His ways are plain to the holy.

They are stumbling blocks to the
wicked.

25 Good things are created from the begin-
ning for the good.

So are evil things for sinners.
26 The main things necessary for the life of

man
are water, fire, iron, salt,
wheat flour, and honey, milk,
the blood of the grape, oil, and clothing.

27All these things are for good to the godly,
but for sinners, theywill be turned into
evils.
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28 There are winds that are created for
vengeance,

and in their fury they lay on their
scourges heavily.

In the timeof reckoning, theypour out their
strength,

andwill appease the wrath of himwho
made them.

29Fire, hail, famine, and death—
all these are created for vengeance—
30wild beasts’ teeth, scorpions, adders,
and a sword punishing the ungodly to
destruction.

31They will rejoice in his commandment,
and will be made ready upon earth
when needed.

In their seasons, theywon’t disobey his
command.

32 Therefore from the beginning I was con-
vinced,

and I thought it through and left it in
writing:

33All the works of the Lord are good.
He will supply every need in its time.

34No one can say, “This is worse than that,”
for they will all be well approved in
their time.

35Nowwith all your hearts and voices, sing
praises

and bless the Lord’s name!

40
1Great travail is created for everyman.

A heavy yoke is upon the sons of Adam,
from thedayof their coming forth from
their mother’s womb,

until the day for their burial in the
mother of all things.

2The expectation of things to come, and the
day of death,

trouble their thoughts, and cause fear
in their hearts.

3From himwho sits on a throne of glory,
even to him who is humbled in earth
and ashes,

4 from himwhowears purple and a crown,
even to himwho is clothed in burlap,

5 there is wrath, jealousy, trouble, unrest,
fear of death, anger, and strife.

In the time of rest upon his bed,
his night sleep changes his knowledge.

6He gets little or no rest,
and afterward in his sleep, as in a day
of keeping watch,

he is troubled in the vision of his heart,
as one who has escaped from the front
of battle.

7 In the very time of his deliverance, he
awakens,

andmarvels that the fear is nothing.

8To all creatures, human and animal,
and upon sinners sevenfold more,
9 come death, bloodshed, strife, sword,
calamities, famine, suffering, and
plague.

10 All these things were created for the
wicked,

and because of them the flood came.
11All things that are of the earth turn to the

earth again.
All things that are of the waters return
into the sea.

12 All bribery and injustice will be blotted
out.

Good faith will stand forever.
13 The goods of the unjust will be dried up

like a river,
and like a great thunder in rain will go
off in noise.

14 In opening his hands, amanwill bemade
glad;

so lawbreakers will utterly fail.
15 The children of the ungodly won’t grow

many branches,
and are as unhealthy roots on a sheer
rock.

16The reeds by every water or river bank
will be plucked up before all grass.

17Kindness is like a garden of blessings.
Almsgiving endures forever.

18The life of onewho labours and is content
will be made sweet.

He who finds a treasure is better than
both.

19 Children and the building of a city estab-
lish a name.

A blameless wife is better than both.
20Wine andmusic rejoice the heart.

The love of wisdom is better than both.
21 The pipe and the lute make pleasant

melody.
A pleasant tongue is better than both.

22Your eye desires grace and beauty,
but the green shoots of grainmore than
both.

23A friend and a companion is always wel-
come,

and a wife with her husband is better
than both.

24 Relatives and helpers are for a time of
affliction,

but almsgiving rescues better than
both.

25 Gold and silver will make the foot stand
sure,

and counsel is esteemed better than
both.

26Riches and strength will lift up the heart.
The fear of the Lord is better than both.
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There is nothing lacking in the fear of the
Lord.

In it, there is no need to seek help.
27 The fear of the Lord is like a garden of

blessing
and covers a manmore than any glory.

28My son, don’t lead a beggar’s life.
It is better to die than to beg.

29Amanwho looks to the table of another,
his life is not to be considered a life.

He will pollute his soul with another per-
son’s food,

but a wise and well-instructed person
will beware of that.

30Begging will be sweet in themouth of the
shameless,

but it kindles a fire in his belly.

41
1O death, how bitter is the memory of you

to a man who is at peace in his pos-
sessions,

to the man who has nothing to distract
him and has prosperity in all things,

andwhostill has strength toenjoy food!
2 O death, your sentence is acceptable to a

man who is needy and who fails in
strength,

who is in extreme old age, is distracted
about all things,

is perverse, and has lost patience!
3Don’t be afraid of the sentence of death.

Remember those who have been be-
fore you andwho come after.

This is the sentence from the Lord over all
flesh.

4And why do you refuse when it is the
good pleasure of the Most High?

Whether life lasts ten, or a hundred, or a
thousand years,

there is no enquiry about life inHades.†

5 The children of sinners are abominable
children

and they frequent the dwellings of the
ungodly.

6 The inheritance of sinners’ children will
perish

and with their posterity will be a per-
petual disgrace.

7 Children will complain of an ungodly fa-
ther,

because they suffer disgrace because of
him.

8Woe to you, ungodly men,
who have forsaken the law of the Most
High God!‡

9 If you are born, youwill be born to a curse.

If you die, a curse will be your portion.
10All things that areof theearthwill goback

to the earth;
so the ungodly will go from a curse to
perdition.

11 The mourning of men is about their bod-
ies;

but the evil name of sinners will be
blotted out.

12Have regard for your name,
for it continues with you longer than a
thousand great treasures of gold.

13A good life has its number of days,
but a good name continues forever.

14My children, follow instruction in peace.
But wisdom that is hidden and a trea-
sure that is not seen,

what benefit is in them both?
15Better is a manwho hides his foolishness

than amanwho hides his wisdom.
16Therefore show respect for mywords;

for it is not good to retain every kind of
shame.

Not everything is approved by all in
good faith.

17 Be ashamed of sexual immorality before
father andmother,

of a lie before a prince and a mighty
man,

18 of an offence before a judge and
ruler,

of iniquity before the congregation and
the people,

of unjust dealing before a partner and
friend,

19 and of theft in the place where you
sojourn.

Be ashamed in regard of the truth of God
and his covenant,

of leaning on your elbow at dinner,
of contemptuous behaviour in themat-
ter of giving and taking,

20of silencebefore thosewhogreet you,
of looking at a woman who is a prosti-
tute,

21 of turning away your face from a
kinsman,

of taking away a portion or a gift,
of gazing at a woman who has a hus-
band,

22ofmeddlingwithhismaid—anddon’t
come near her bed,

of abusive speech to friends—and after
you have given, don’t insult,

23 of repeating and speaking what you
have heard,

and of revealing of secrets.

† 41:4: or, the place of the dead or, Sheol ‡ 41:8: The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities.
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24So youwill be ashamed of the right things
and find favour in the sight of every
man.

42
1Don’t be ashamed of these things,

and don’t sin to save face:
2 of the law of the Most High and his
covenant,

of judgement to do justice to the un-
godly,

3 of reckoning with a partner and with
travellers,

of a gift from the inheritance of friends,
4of exactness of scales and weights,
of getting much or little,
5ofbargainingdealingwithmerchants,
of frequent correction of children,
and of making the back of an evil slave
to bleed.

6A seal is good where an evil wife is.
Where there are many hands, lock
things up.

7Whatever you hand over, let it be by num-
ber and weight.

In giving and receiving, let all be in
writing.

8 Don’t be ashamed to instruct the unwise
and foolish,

and one of extreme old age who con-
tends with those who are young.

So you will be well instructed indeed
and approved in the sight of every liv-
ing man.

9 A daughter is a secret cause of wakeful-
ness to a father.

Care for her takes away sleep—
in her youth, lest she pass the flower of
her age;

when she ismarried, lest she should be
hated;

10 in her virginity, lest she should be de-
filed and bewith child in her father’s
house;

when she has a husband, lest she
should transgress;

and when she is married, lest she
should be barren.

11 Keep a strict watch over a headstrong
daughter,

lest she make you a laughingstock to
your enemies,

a byword in the city and notorious
amongst the people,

and shame you in public.
12Don’t gaze at every beautiful body.

Don’t sit in themidst of women.
13For from garments comes amoth,

and from a woman comes a woman’s
wickedness.

14 Better is the wickedness of a man than a
pleasant woman,

a woman who puts you to shame and
disgrace.

15 I will make mention now of the works of
the Lord,

and will declare the things that I have
seen.

The Lord’s works are in his words.
16The sun that gives light looks at all things.

The Lord’s work is full of his glory.
17 The Lord has not given power to the

saints to declare all his marvellous
works,

which theAlmightyLordfirmly settled,
that the universe might be established
in his glory.

18He searches out the deep and the heart.
He has understanding of their secrets.

For theMost High knows all knowledge.
He sees the signs of the world.

19He declares the things that are past and
the things that shall be,

and reveals the traces of hidden things.
20No thought escapes him.

There is not a word hidden from him.
21 He has ordered the mighty works of his

wisdom.
He is from everlasting to everlasting.

Nothinghasbeenadded to them,nordimin-
ished from them.

He had no need of any counsellor.
22How desirable are all his works!

Onemay see this even in a spark.
23 All these things live and remain forever

in all manner of uses.
They are all obedient.

24 All things are in pairs, one opposite the
other.

He has made nothing imperfect.
25 One thing establishes the good things of

another.
Who could ever see enough of his
glory?

43
1 The pride of the heavenly heights is the

clear sky,
the appearance of heaven, in the spec-
tacle of its glory.

2The sun, when it appears, bringing tidings
as it rises,

is amarvellous instrument, thework of
the Most High.

3At noon, it dries up the land.
Who can stand against its burning
heat?

4 A man tending a furnace is in burning
heat,
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but the sun three times more, burning
up themountains,

breathing out fiery vapours,
and sending out bright beams, it blinds
the eyes.

5Great is the Lord whomade it.
At his word, he hastens on its course.

6Themoonmarks the changing seasons,
declares times, and is a sign for the
world.

7From themoon is the sign of feast days,
a light thatwaneswhen it completes its
course.

8Themonth is called after its name,
increasing wonderfully in its chang-
ing—

an instrument of the army on high,
shining in the structure of heaven,
9 the beauty of heaven, the glory of the
stars,

an ornament giving light in the highest
places of the Lord.

10 At the word of the Holy One, they will
stand in due order.

They won’t faint in their watches.
11Look at the rainbow, and praise himwho

made it.
It is exceedingly beautiful in its bright-
ness.

12 It encircles the skywith its glorious circle.
The hands of the Most High have
stretched it out.

13Byhis commandment, hemakes the snow
fall

and swiftly sends the lightnings of his
judgement.

14Therefore the storehouses are opened,
and clouds fly out like birds.

15By hismighty power, hemakes the clouds
strong

and thehailstones arebroken inpieces.
16 At his appearing, the mountains will be

shaken.
At his will, the south wind will blow.

17 The voice of his thunder rebukes the
earth.

So does the northern storm and the
whirlwind.

Like birds flying down, he sprinkles the
snow.

It falls down like the lighting of locusts.
18 The eye is dazzled at the beauty of its

whiteness.
The heart is amazed as it falls.

19He also pours out frost on the earth like
salt.

When it is freezes, it has points like
thorns.

20The cold north wind blows

and ice freezes on the water.
It settles on every pool of water.

Thewater puts it on like itwas a breast-
plate.

21 It will devour themountains, burn up the
wilderness,

and consume the green grass like fire.
22Amist coming speedily heals all things.

A dew coming after heat brings cheer-
fulness.

23By his counsel, he has calmed the deep
and planted islands in it.

24 Those who sail on the sea tell of its dan-
gers.

We marvel when we hear it with our
ears.

25 There are also those strange and won-
drous works in it—

variety of all that has life and the huge
creatures of the sea.

26Because of him, his messengers succeed.
By his word, all things hold together.

27Wemay saymany things, but couldn’t say
enough.

The summary of our words is, “He is
everything!”

28 How could we have strength to glorify
him?

For he is himself the greater than all his
works.

29 The Lord is awesome and exceedingly
great!

His power is marvellous!
30Glorify the Lord and exalt himasmuch as

you can!
For even yet, he will surpass that.

When you exalt him, summon your full
strength.

Don’t be weary, because you can’t
praise him enough.

31Who has seen him, that he may describe
him?

Who canmagnify him as he is?
32 Many things greater than these are hid-

den,
forwehave seen just a fewofhisworks.

33For the Lordmade all things.
He gave wisdom to the godly.

44
1Let us now praise famousmen,

our ancestors in their generations.
2The Lord created great glory in them—

his mighty power from the beginning.
3 Some ruled in their kingdoms

and were men renowned for their
power,

giving counsel by their understanding.
Some have spoken in prophecies,
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4 leaders of the people by their coun-
sels,

and by their understanding, giving in-
struction for the people.

Their words in their instruction were
wise.

5 Some composedmusical tunes,
and set forth verses in writing,
6 richmen endowedwith ability,
living peaceably in their homes.

7 All these were honoured in their genera-
tions,

and were outstanding in their days.
8 Some of them have left a name behind

them,
so that others declare their praises.

9But of others, there is nomemory.
They perished as though they had not
been.

They become as though they had not
been born,

they and their children after them.
10But these weremen of mercy,

whose righteous deeds have not been
forgotten.

11 A good inheritance remains with their
offspring.

Their children arewithin the covenant.
12Their offspring stand fast,

with their children, for their sakes.
13Their offspring will remain forever.

Their glory won’t be blotted out.
14Their bodies were buried in peace.

Their name lives to all generations.
15People will declare their wisdom.

The congregation proclaims their
praise.

16 Enoch pleased the Lord, and was taken
up,

an example of repentance to all gener-
ations.

17Noahwas found perfect and righteous.
In the season of wrath, he kept the race
alive.

Therefore a remnant was left on the earth
when the flood came.

18 Everlasting covenants were made with
him,

that all flesh should nomore be blotted
out by a flood.

19 Abraham was a great father of a multi-
tude of nations.

Therewasnone found likehim in glory,
20who kept the law of theMost High,
and was taken into covenant with him.

In his flesh he established the covenant.
When he was tested, he was found
faithful.

21Therefore he assured him by an oath

that the nations would be blessed
through his offspring,

that he would multiply him like the
dust of the earth,

exalt his offspring like the stars,
and cause them to inherit from sea to
sea,

and from the Euphrates River to the
utmost parts of the earth.

22 In Isaac also, he established the same
assurance for Abraham his father’s
sake,

the blessing of all men, and the
covenant.

23Hemade it rest upon the head of Jacob.
He acknowledged him in his blessings,
gave to him by inheritance,
and divided his portions.
He distributed them amongst twelve
tribes.

45
1He brought out of him aman of mercy,

who found favour in the sight of all
people,

a man loved by God and men, even
Moses,

whosememory is blessed.
2 He made him equal to the glory of the

saints,
and magnified him in the fears of his
enemies.

3 By his words he caused the wonders to
cease.

God glorified him in the sight of kings.
He gave him commandments for his people

and showed him part of his glory.
4 He sanctified him in his faithfulness and

meekness.
He chose him out of all people.

5Hemade him to hear his voice,
led him into the thick darkness,
and gave him commandments face to
face,

even the law of life and knowledge,
that hemight teach Jacob the covenant,
and Israel his judgements.

6He exalted Aaron, a holy man like Moses,
even his brother, of the tribe of Levi.

7 He established an everlasting covenant
with him,

and gavehim thepriesthoodof the peo-
ple.

He blessed himwith stateliness,
and dressed him in a glorious robe.

8He clothed him in perfect splendour,
and strengthened him with symbols of
authority:

the linen trousers, the long robe, and
the ephod.
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9He encircled himwith pomegranates;
with many golden bells around him,
to make a sound as he went,
tomake a sound thatmight be heard in
the temple,

for a reminder for the children of his
people;

10with a holy garment, with gold, blue,
and purple, the work of the embroi-
derer;

with an oracle of judgement—Urimand
Thummim;

11with twisted scarlet, the work of the
craftsman;

with precious stones engraved like a
signet, in a setting of gold, the work
of the jeweller,

for a reminder engraved in writing, af-
ter the number of the tribes of Israel;

12with a crown of gold upon the mitre,
having engraved on it, as on a signet,
“HOLINESS”,

an ornament of honour, the work of an
expert,

the desires of the eyes, goodly and
beautiful.

13 Before him there never have been any-
thing like it.

No stranger put them on, but only his
sons and his offspring perpetually.

14His sacrifices shall be wholly burnt,
twice every day continually.

15Moses consecrated him,
and anointed himwith holy oil.

It was an everlasting covenant with him
and to his offspring, all the days of
heaven,

to minister to the Lord, to serve as a
priest,

and to bless his people in his name.
16He chose him out of all living

to offer sacrifice to the Lord—
incense, and a sweet fragrance, for a
memorial,

to make atonement for your people.
17He gave to him in his commandments,

authority in the covenants of judge-
ments,

to teach Jacob the testimonies,
and to enlighten Israel in his law.

18 Strangers conspired against him
and envied him in the wilderness:
Dathan and Abiram with their com-
pany,

and the congregation of Korah, with
wrath and anger.

19The Lord saw it, and it displeased him.
In the wrath of his anger, they were
destroyed.

He did wonders upon them,

to consume themwith flaming fire.
20He added glory to Aaron,

and gave him a heritage.
He divided to him the first fruits of the

increase,
and prepared bread of first fruits in
abundance.

21For they eat the sacrifices of the Lord,
which he gave to him and to his off-
spring.

22However, in the land of the people, he has
no inheritance,

andhehas no portion amongst the peo-
ple,

for theLordhimself is yourportionand
inheritance.

23Phinehas the son of Eleazar is the third in
glory,

in that he was zealous in the fear of the
Lord,

and stood fast when the people turned
away,

and hemade atonement for Israel.
24Therefore, a covenant of peacewas estab-

lished for him,
that he should be leader of the sanctu-
ary and of his people,

that he and his offspring should have
the dignity of the priesthood forever.

25Also he made a covenant with David the
son of Jesse, of the tribe of Judah.

The inheritance of the king is his alone
from son to son.

So the inheritanceofAaron is also tohis
seed.

26May God give you wisdom in your heart
to judge his people in righteousness,
that their good things may not be abol-
ished,

and that their glory may endure for all
their generations.

46
1 Joshua the son of Nunwas valiant in war,

and was the successor of Moses in
prophecies.

He wasmade great according to his name
for the saving of† God’s elect,
to take vengeance on the enemies that
rose up against them,

that he might give Israel their inheri-
tance.

2How he was glorified in the lifting up his
hands,

and in stretching out his sword against
the cities!

3Who before him stood so firm?
† 46:1: Gr. his.
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For the Lord himself brought his ene-
mies to him.

4Didn’t the sun go back by his hand?
Didn’t one day become as two?

5He called upon the Most High, the Mighty
One,

when his foes pressed in all around
him,

and the great Lord heard him.
6With hailstones of mighty power,

he caused war to break violently upon
the nation,

and‡ on the slope he destroyed those
who resisted,

so that the nations might know his ar-
mour,

how he fought in the sight of the Lord;
for he followed theMighty One.

7Also in the time of Moses, he did a work of
mercy—

he and Caleb the son of Jephunneh—
in that they withstood the adversary,
hindered the people from sin,
and stilled their wicked complaining.

8 And of six hundred thousand people on
foot, they two alone were preserved

to bring them into their inheritance,
into a land flowing with milk and
honey.

9The Lord gave strength to Caleb,
and it remainedwithhim tohis old age,
so that he entered the hill country,
and his offspring obtained it for an in-
heritance,

10 that all the children of Israel might
see that it is good to follow the Lord.

11Also the judges, every one by his name,
all whose hearts didn’t engage in im-
morality,

and who didn’t turn away from the
Lord—

may their memory be blessed!
12 May their bones flourish again out of

their place.
May the name of those who have been
honoured be renewed in their chil-
dren.

13Samuel, the prophet of the Lord, loved by
his Lord,

established a kingdom and anointed
princes over his people.

14 By the law of the Lord he judged the
congregation,

and the Lord watched over Jacob.
15By his faithfulness he was proved to be a

prophet.
By his words he was known to be faith-
ful in vision.

16 When his enemies pressed on him on
every side,

he called upon the Lord, the Mighty
One,

with the offering of the suckling lamb.
17Then the Lord thundered from heaven.

Hemade his voice heard with amighty
sound.

18 He utterly destroyed the rulers of the
Tyrians

and all the princes of the Philistines.
19Before the time of his age-long sleep,

he testified in the sight of the lord and
his anointed,

“I have not taken any man’s goods, so
much as a sandal;”

and no one accused him.
20Even after he fell asleep, he prophesied,

and showed the king his end,
and lifted uphis voice from the earth in
prophecy,

toblot out thewickednessof thepeople.

47
1After him, Nathan rose up

to prophesy in the days of David.
2As is the fat when it is separated from the

peace offering,
so was David separated from the chil-
dren of Israel.

3He played with lions as with kids,
and with bears as with lambs of the
flock.

4 In his youth didn’t he kill a giant,
and take away reproach from the peo-
ple

when he lifted up his hand with a sling
stone,

and beat down the boasting Goliath?
5For he called upon theMost High Lord,

and he gave him strength in his right
hand

to kill a manmighty in war,
to exalt the horn of his people.

6 So they glorified him for his tens of thou-
sands,

and praised him for the blessings of the
Lord,

in that a glorious diadem was given to
him.

7 For he destroyed the enemies on every
side,

and defeated the Philistines his adver-
saries.

He broke their horn in pieces to this
day.

8 In every work of his he gave thanks to the
Holy One Most High with words of
glory.

He sang praise with his whole heart,
‡ 46:6: See Joshua 10:11
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and loved himwhomade him.
9He set singers before the altar,

to make sweet melody by their music.†
10He gave beauty to the feasts,

and set in order the seasons to comple-
tion

while they praised his holy name,
and the sanctuary resounded from
early morning.

11The Lord took away his sins,
and exalted his horn forever.

He gave him a covenant of kings,
and a glorious throne in Israel.

12After him awise son rose up,
who because of him lived in security.

13 Solomon reigned in days of peace.
God gave him rest all around,
that he might set up a house for his
name,

and prepare a sanctuary forever.
14Howwise you weremade in your youth,

and filled as a river with understand-
ing!

15Your influence covered the earth,
and you filled it with parables and rid-
dles.

16 Your name reached to the far away is-
lands,

and you were loved for your peace.
17For your songs, proverbs, parables,

and interpretations, the countriesmar-
velled at you.

18By the name of the Lord God,
who is called the God of Israel,
you gathered gold like tin,
andmultiplied silver like lead.

19You bowed your loins to women,
and in your body you were brought
into subjection.

20You blemished your honour,
and defiled your offspring,
to bring wrath upon your children.
I was grieved for your folly,
21because the sovereigntywas divided,
and adisobedient kingdomruled out of
Ephraim.

22But the Lordwill never forsakehismercy.
He won’t destroy any of his works,
nor blot out the posterity of his elect.

He won’t take away the offspring of him
who loved him.

He gave a remnant to Jacob,
and to David a root from his own fam-
ily.

23 So Solomon rested with his fathers.
Of his offspring, he left behind him Re-
hoboam,

the foolishness of the people, and one
who lacked understanding,

who made the people revolt by his
counsel.

Also Jeroboam the son of Nebat,
whomade Israel to sin,
and gave a way of sin to Ephraim.

24Their sins weremultiplied exceedingly,
until they were removed from their
land.

25For they sought out allmanner ofwicked-
ness,

until vengeance came upon them.

48
1Then Elijah arose, the prophet like fire.

His word burnt like a torch.
2He brought a famine upon them,

and by his zealmade them few in num-
ber.

3 By the word of the Lord he shut up the
heavens.

He brought down fire three times.
4How you were glorified, O Elijah, in your

wondrous deeds!
Whose glory is like yours?

5You raised up a deadman from death,
from Hades, by the word of the Most
High.

6You brought down kings to destruction,
and honourable men from their
sickbeds.

7You heard rebuke in Sinai,
and judgements of vengeance in
Horeb.

8You anointed kings for retribution,
and prophets to succeed after you.

9Youwere taken up in a tempest of fire,
in a chariot of fiery horses.

10 You were recorded for reproofs in their
seasons,

to pacify anger, before it broke out into
wrath,

to turn theheart of the father to the son,
and to restore the tribes of Jacob.

11Blessed are those who saw you,
and those who have been beautified
with love;

for we also shall surely live.

12Elijah was wrapped in a whirlwind.
Elisha was filled with his spirit.
In his days he was not moved by the
fear of any ruler,

and no one brought him into subjec-
tion.

13Nothing was too hard for him.
When he was buried, his body prophe-
sied.

† 47:9: The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities.
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14As in his life he did wonders,
so his works were also marvellous in
death.

15For all this the people didn’t repent.
They didn’t depart from their sins,
until they were carried away as a plun-
der from their land,

and were scattered through all the
earth.

The people were left very few in number,
but with a ruler from the house of
David.

16 Some of them did that which was right,
but somemultiplied sins.

17Hezekiah fortified his city,
and brought water into its midst.

He tunneled through rock with iron,
and built cisterns for water.

18 In his days Sennacherib invaded,
and sent Rabshakeh, and departed.

He lifted up his hand against Zion,
and boasted great things in his arro-
gance.

19 Then their hearts and their hands were
shaken,

and they were in pain, as women in
labour.

20 But they called upon the Lord who is
merciful,

spreading out their hands to him.
The Holy One quickly heard them out of

Heaven,
and delivered them by the hand of Isa-
iah.

21He struck the camp of the Assyrians,
and his angel utterly destroyed them.

22ForHezekiahdid thatwhichwaspleasing
to the Lord,

andwas strong in thewaysof his ances-
tor David,

which Isaiah the prophet commanded,
who was great and faithful in his vi-
sion.

23 In his days the sun went backward.
He prolonged the life of the king.

24He saw by an excellent spirit what would
come to pass in the future;

and he comforted those who mourned
in Zion.

25He showed the things that would happen
through the end of time,

and the hidden things before they
came.

49
1 The memory of Josiah is like the composi-

tion of incense

prepared by the work of the perfumer.
It will be sweet as honey in everymouth,

and like music at a banquet of wine.
2He did what was right in the reforming of

the people,
and took away the abominations of in-
iquity.

3He set his heart right towards the Lord.
In lawless days, hemade godliness pre-
vail.

4Except David, Hezekiah, and Josiah,
all were wicked,
because they abandoned the law of the
Most High.

The kings of Judah came to an end.
5They gave their power to others,

and their glory to a foreign nation.
6 They set the chosen city of the sanctuary

on fire
andmade her streets desolate, as itwas
written by the hand of Jeremiah.

7For theymistreated him;
yet hewas sanctified in thewomb to be
a prophet,

to root out, to afflict, to destroy
and likewise to build and to plant.

8Ezekiel saw the vision of glory,
which God showed him on the chariot
of the cherubim.

9 For truly he remembered the enemies in
rainstorm,

and to do good to those who directed
their ways aright.

10Also of the twelve prophets,†
may their bones flourish again out of
their place.

He comforted the people of Jacob,
and delivered them by confident hope.

11How shall wemagnify Zerubbabel?
He was like a signet ring on the right
hand.

12 So was Jesus the son of Josedek,
who in their days built the house,
and exalted a‡ people holy to the Lord,
prepared for everlasting glory.

13Also of Nehemiah thememory is great.
He raised up for us fallen walls,
set up the gates and bars,
and rebuilt our houses.

14No man was created upon the earth like
Enoch,

for he was taken up from the earth.
15Nor was there aman born like Joseph,

a leader of his kindred, a supporter of
the people.

Even his bones were cared for.
† 49:10: The remainder of this line is omitted by the best authorities. ‡ 49:12: Some ancient authorities read temple.
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16 Shem and Seth were honoured amongst
men,

but above every living thing in the cre-
ation was Adam.

50
1 It was Simon, the son of Onias, the high

priest,
who in his life repaired the house,
and in his days strengthened the tem-
ple.

2 The foundation was built by him to the
height of the double walls,

the lofty retaining walls of the temple
enclosure.

3 In his days, a water cistern was dug,
thebrazenvessel like the sea in circum-
ference.

4He planned to save his people from ruin,
and fortified the city against siege.

5 How glorious he was when the people
gathered around him

as he came out of the house of the veil!
6 He was like the morning star amongst

clouds,
like the full moon,
7 like the sun shining on the temple of
the Most High,

like the rainbow shining in clouds of
glory,

8 like roses in the days of first fruits,
like lilies by a water spring,
like the shoot of the frankincense tree
in summer time,

9 like fire and incense in the censer,
like a vessel of beaten gold adorned
with all kinds of precious stones,

10 like an olive tree loaded with fruit,
and like a cypress growing high
amongst the clouds.

11When he put on his glorious robe,
and clothed himself in perfect splen-
dour,

ascending to the holy altar,
hemade the court of the sanctuary glo-
rious.

12When he received the portions out of the
priests’ hands,

as he stood by the hearth of the altar,
with his kindred like a garland around
him,

he was like a young cedar in Lebanon
surrounded by the trunks of palm
trees.

13All the sons of Aaron in their glory,
held the Lord’s offering in their hands
before all the congregation of Israel.

14Finishing the service at the altars,

that he might arrange the offering of
the Most High, the Almighty,

15 he stretched out his hand to the cup
of libation,

and poured out the cup of the grape.
He poured it out at the foot of the altar,

a sweet smelling fragrance to the Most
High, the King of all.

16Then the sons of Aaron shouted.
They sounded the trumpets of beaten
work.

Theymade a great fanfare to be heard,
for a reminder before theMost High.

17Then all the people together hurried,
and fell down to the ground on their
faces

to worship their Lord, the Almighty,
GodMost High.

18 The singers also praised him with their
voices.

Therewas a sweetmelody in thewhole
house.

19 And the people implored the Lord Most
High,

in prayer before himwho is merciful,
until the worship of the Lord was fin-
ished,

and so they accomplished his service.
20 Then he went down, and lifted up his

hands
over thewhole congregationof the chil-
dren of Israel,

to giveblessing to theLordwithhis lips,
and to glory in his name.

21 He bowed himself down in worship the
second time,

to declare the blessing from the Most
High.

22Now bless the God of all,
who everywhere does great things,
who exalts our days from the womb,
and deals with us according to his
mercy.

23May he grant us joyfulness of heart,
and that peace may be in our days in
Israel for the days of eternity,

24 to entrust his mercy with us,
and let him deliver us in his time!

25With two nations my soul is vexed,
and the third is no nation:
26 Those who sit on the mountain of†
Samaria, the Philistines,

and the foolish people who live in
Shechem.

27 I havewritten in this book the instruction
of understanding and knowledge,

† 50:26: According to some ancient versions, Seir.
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I Jesus, the son of Sirach Eleazar, of
Jerusalem,

who out of his heart poured forth wis-
dom.

28 Blessed is he who will exercise these
things.

He who lays them up in his heart will
becomewise.

29For if hedoes them, hewill be strong in all
things,

for the light of the Lord is his guide.‡

51
A Prayer of Jesus the son of Sirach.

1 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, O King,
and will praise you, O Godmy Saviour.

I give thanks to your name,
2 for you have been my protector and
helper,

and delivered my body out of destruc-
tion,

and out of the snare of a slanderous
tongue,

from lips that fabricate lies.
Youweremyhelper before thosewho stood

by,
3 and delivered me, according to the
abundance of your mercy and of
your name,

from the gnashings of teeth ready to
devour,

out of the hand of those seekingmy life,
out of themany afflictions I endured,
4 from the choking of a fire on every
side,

and out of themidst of fire that I hadn’t
kindled,

5out of the depth of the belly of Hades,
from an unclean tongue,
and from lying words—
6 the slander of an unrighteous tongue
to the king.

My soul drew near to death.
My life was near to Hades.

7They surroundedme on every side.
There was no one to helpme.

I was looking for human help,
and there was none.

8Then I remembered yourmercy, O Lord,
andyourworkingwhichhasbeen from
everlasting,

how you deliver those who wait for
you,

and save them out of the hand of their
enemies.

9 I lifted upmy prayer from the earth,
andprayed for deliverance fromdeath.

10 I called upon the Lord, the Father of my
Lord,

that he would not forsake me in the
days of affliction,

in the time when there was no help
against the proud.

11 I will praise your name continually.
I will sing praise with thanksgiving.
My prayer was heard.

12You savedme from destruction
and deliveredme from the evil time.

Therefore I will give thanks and praise to
you,

and bless the name of the Lord.
13When I was yet young,

before I went abroad,
I sought wisdom openly inmy prayer.

14Before the temple I asked for her.
I will seek her out even to the end.

15 From the first flower to the ripening
grapemy heart delighted in her.

My foot walked in uprightness.
Frommy youth I followed her steps.

16 I inclinedmyear a little, and receivedher,
and found formyselfmuch instruction.

17 I profited in her.
I will give glory to him who gives me
wisdom.

18For I determined to practise her.
I was zealous for that which is good.
I will never be put to shame.

19My soul has wrestled with her.
In my conduct I was exact.

I spread outmy hands to the heaven above,
and bewailedmy ignorances of her.

20 I directedmy soul to her.
In purity I found her.

I gotmyself a heart joinedwithher from the
beginning.

Therefore I won’t be forsaken.
21My belly also was troubled to seek her.

Therefore I have gained a good posses-
sion.

22 The Lord gave me a tongue for my re-
ward.

I will praise himwith it.
23Draw near to me, all you who are unedu-

cated,
and live in the house of instruction.

24Why therefore are youall lacking in these
things,

and your souls are very thirsty?
25 I openedmymouth and spoke,

“Get her for yourselves without
money.”

26Put your neck under the yoke,
and let your soul receive instruction.
She is near to find.

27 See with your eyes
how I laboured just a little

‡ 50:29: The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities.
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and found for myself much rest.
28Get instruction with a great sum of silver,

and gainmuch gold by her.
29May your soul rejoice in his mercy,

and may you all not be put to shame in
praising him.

30Work your work before the time comes,
and in his time he will give you your
reward.
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Baruch
The book of Baruch is recognised as

Deuterocanonical Scripture by the Roman
Catholic, Greek Orthodox, and Russian Or-
thodox Churches. In some Bibles, Baruch
chapter 6 is listed as a separate book called
The Letter of Jeremiah, reflecting its sepa-
ration from Baruch in some copies of the
Greek Septuagint.

1 These are the words of the book which
Baruch the son of Nerias, the son of
Maaseas, the son of Sedekias, the son
of Asadias, the son of Helkias, wrote in
Babylon,

2 in thefifth year, in the seventh day of the
month, at the timewhen theChaldeans took
Jerusalem and burnt it with fire.

3 Baruch read the words of this book in
the hearing of Jechonias the son of Joakim
king of Judah, and in the hearing of all the
people who came to hear the book,

4 and in the hearing of the mighty men,
and of the kings’ sons, and in the hearing
of the elders, and in the hearing of all the
people, from the least to the greatest, even
ofall thosewho livedatBabylonby theriver
Sud.

5 Then they wept, fasted,† and prayed
before the Lord.

6 They also made a collection of money
according to everyman’s ability;

7 and they sent it to Jerusalem to Joakim
thehighpriest, the sonofHelkias, the sonof
Salom, and to the priests and to all the peo-
ple whowere foundwith him at Jerusalem,

8 at the same time when he took the
vessels of the house of the Lord, that had
been carried out of the temple, to return
them into the land of Judah, the tenth day
of Sivan—silver vessels which Sedekias the
son of Josias king of Judah hadmade,

9 after Nabuchodonosor king of Babylon
had carried away Jechonias, the princes,
the captives, the mighty men, and the peo-
ple of the land from Jerusalem, andbrought
them to Babylon.

10 And they said: Behold, we have sent
you money; therefore buy with the money
burnt offerings, sin offerings, and incense,
andprepare anoblation, andofferupon the
altar of the Lord our God;

11 and pray for the life of Nabu-
chodonosor king of Babylon, and for the
life of Baltasar his son, that their days may
be‡ as the days of heaven above the earth.

12The Lordwill give us strength and light
to our eyes. We will live under the shadow

of Nabuchodonosor king of Babylon and
under the shadow of Baltasar his son, and
we shall serve them many days, and find
favour in their sight.

13Pray for us also to the Lord our God, for
we have sinned against the Lord our God.
To this day the wrath of the Lord and his
indignation is not turned from us.

14You shall read this bookwhichwe have
sent to you, tomake confession in the house
of the Lord upon the day of the feast and on
the days of the solemn assembly.

15 You shall say: To the Lord our God
belongs righteousness, but to us confusion
of face, as at this day—to the men of Judah,
to the inhabitants of Jerusalem,

16 to our kings, to our princes, to our
priests, to our prophets, and to our fathers,

17 because we have sinned before the
Lord.

18 We have disobeyed him and have not
listened to the voice of the Lord our God, to
walk in the commandments of theLord that
he has set before us.

19 Since the day that the Lord brought
our fathers out of the land of Egypt to this
present day, we have been disobedient to
the Lord our God, and we have been negli-
gent in not listening to his voice.

20 Therefore the plagues have clung to
us, along with the curse which the Lord
declared through Moses his servant in the
day that he brought our fathers out of the
land of Egypt to give us a land that flows
withmilk and honey, as at this day.

21 Nevertheless we didn’t listen to the
voice of the Lord our God, according to all
the words of the prophets whom he sent to
us,

22but we each walked in the imagination
of his own wicked heart, to serve strange
gods and to dowhat is evil in the sight of the
Lord our God.

2
1 Therefore the Lord has made good his

wordwhich he pronounced against us, and
against our judges who judged Israel, and
against our kings, and against our princes,
and against the men of Israel and Judah,

2 to bring upon us great plagues such as
never happened before under the whole
heaven,† as it came to pass in Jerusalem,
according to the things that are written in
the law of Moses,

3 that we should each eat the flesh of our
own son, and each eat the flesh of our own
daughter.

4 Moreover he has given them to be in
subjection to all the kingdoms that are

† 1:5: Another reading is, and vowed vows. ‡ 1:11: See Deuteronomy 11:21. † 2:2: Another reading is, even as he
has done.
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around us, to be a reproach and a deso-
lation amongst all the people around us,
where the Lord has scattered them.

5 Thus they were cast down and not ex-
alted, because we sinned against the Lord
our God in not listening to his voice.

6 To the Lord our God belongs righteous-
ness, but to us and to our fathers confusion
of face, as at this day.

7 All these plagues have come upon us
which the Lord has pronounced against us.

8 Yet have we not entreated the favour
of the Lord by everyone turning from the
thoughts of his wicked heart.

9Therefore the Lord has kept watch over
the plagues. The Lord has brought them
upon us, for the Lord is righteous in all his
works which he has commanded us.

10Yet we have not listened to his voice, to
walk in the commandments of theLord that
he has set before us.

11Andnow, OLord, youGod of Israelwho
have brought your people out of the land of
Egypt with a mighty hand, with signs, with
wonders, with great power, andwith a high
arm, and have gotten yourself a name, as at
this day:

12 O Lord our God, we have sinned. We
have been ungodly. We have done wrong
in all your ordinances.

13Let yourwrath turn fromus, forwe are
but a few left amongst the heathen where
you have scattered us.

14Hear our prayer, O Lord, and our peti-
tion, and deliver us for your own sake. Give
us favour in the sight of those who have led
us away captive,

15 that all the earth may know that you
are theLordourGod, because Israel andhis
posterity is called by your name.

16 O Lord, look down from your holy
house and consider us. Incline your ear, O
Lord, and hear.

17 Open your eyes, and see; for the dead
that are in Hades, whose breath is taken
from their bodies, will give to the Lord nei-
ther glory nor righteousness;

18 but the soul who is greatly vexed, who
goes stooping and feeble, and the eyes that
fail, and the hungry soul, will declare your
glory and righteousness, O Lord.

19For we do not present our supplication
before you, O Lord our God, for the righ-
teousness of our fathers and of our kings.

20For you have sent your wrath and your
indignation uponus, as you have spoken by
your servants the prophets, saying,

21 “The Lord says, ‘Bow your shoulders to
serve thekingofBabylon, andremain in the
land that I gave to your fathers.

22 But if you won’t hear the voice of the
Lord to serve the king of Babylon,

23 I will cause to cease out of the cities of
Judah and from the region near Jerusalem
the voice of mirth, the voice of gladness,
voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of
the bride. The whole land will be desolate
without inhabitant.’ ”

24 But we wouldn’t listen to your voice,
to serve the king of Babylon. Therefore
you have made good your words that you
spoke by your servants the prophets, that
the bones of our kings and the bones of our
fathers would be taken out of their places.

25Behold, they are cast out to the heat by
day and to the frost by night. They died in
greatmiseries by famine, by sword, and by‡
pestilence.

26You have made the house that is called
by your name as it is today because of the
wickedness of the house of Israel and the
house of Judah.

27 Yet, O Lord our God, you have dealt
with us after all your kindness and accord-
ing to all your great mercy,

28 as you spoke by your servant Moses in
the daywhen you commanded him towrite
your law in the presence of the children of
Israel, saying,

29 “If you won’t hear my voice, surely this
very great multitude will be turned into a
small number amongst the nations where I
will scatter them.

30 For I know that they will not hear me,
because they are a stiff-necked people; but
in the land of their captivity theywill take it
to heart,

31 and will know that I am the Lord their
God. I will give them a heart and ears to
hear.

32 Then they will praise me in the land of
their captivity, and think about my name,

33 and will return from their stiff neck
and from their wicked deeds; for they will
remember the way of their fathers who
sinned before the Lord.

34 I will bring them again into the land
which I promised to their fathers, to Abra-
ham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, and they will
rule over it. I will increase them, and they
won’t be diminished.

35 And I will make an everlasting
covenant with them to be their God, and
they will be my people. I will no more
remove my people Israel out of the land
that I have given them.”

3
1O Lord Almighty, you God of Israel, the

soul in anguish and the troubled spirit cries
‡ 2:25: See Jeremiah 32:36.
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to you.
2Hear, O Lord, and have mercy; for you

are a merciful God. Yes, have mercy upon
us, because we have sinned before you.

3 For you are enthroned forever, and we
keep perishing.

4OLord Almighty, you God of Israel, hear
now the prayer of the dead Israelites, and
of the children of those who were sinners
before you, who didn’t listen to the voice of
you theirGod; becauseof this, theseplagues
cling to us.

5Don’t remember the iniquities of our fa-
thers, but remember your power and your
name at this time.

6 For you are the Lord our God, and we
will praise you, O Lord.

7For this cause, you have put your fear in
our hearts, to the intent that we should call
upon your name. We will praise you in our
captivity, for we have called to mind all the
iniquity of our fathers who sinned before
you.

8 Behold, we are yet this day in our cap-
tivity where you have scattered us, for a
reproach and a curse, and to be subject to
penalty according to all the iniquities of our
fathers who departed from the Lord our
God.

9 Hear, O Israel, the commandments of
life! Give ear to understand wisdom!

10How is it, O Israel, that you are in your
enemies’ land, that you have become old in
a strange country, that you are defiled with
the dead,

11 that you are counted with those who
are in Hades?

12 You have forsaken the fountain of wis-
dom.

13 If you had walked in the way of God,
you would have dwelled in peace forever.

14 Learn where there is wisdom, where
there is strength, andwhere there is under-
standing, that you may also know where
there is length of days and life, where there
is the light of the eyes and peace.

15Whohas found out her place? Who has
come into her treasuries?

16Where are the princes of the heathen,
and those who ruled the beasts that are on
the earth,

17 those who had their pastime with the
fowls of the air, and those who hoarded up
silver and gold, in which people trust, and
of their getting there is no end?

18 For those who diligently sought silver,
and were so anxious, and whose works are
past finding out,

19 they have vanished and gone down to
Hades, and others have come up in their
place.

20 Younger men have seen the light and
lived upon the earth, but they haven’t
known the way of knowledge,

21 nor understood its paths. Their chil-
dren haven’t embraced it. They are far off
from their way.

22 It has not been heard of in Canaan,
neither has it been seen in Teman.

23 The sons also of Agar who seek under-
standing, which are in the land, the mer-
chants of Merran and Teman, and the au-
thors of fables, and the searchers out of un-
derstanding—noneof thesehaveknown the
way of wisdom or remembered her paths.

24O Israel, how great is the house of God!
How large is the place of his possession!

25 It is great and has no end. It is high and
unmeasurable.

26 Giants were born that were famous of
old, great of stature, and expert in war.

27Goddidn’t choose these, nor did he give
the way of knowledge to them,

28 so they perished, because they had no
wisdom. They perished through their own
foolishness.

29 Who has gone up into heaven, taken
her, and brought her down from the
clouds?

30Who has gone over the sea, found her,
and will bring her for choice gold?

31 There is no one who knows her way,
nor any who comprehend her path.

32But he that knows all things knows her,
he found her out with his understanding.
He who prepared the earth for all time has
filled it with four-footed beasts.

33 It is he who sends forth the light, and it
goes. He called it, and it obeyed him with
fear.

34 The stars shone in their watches, and
were glad. When he called them, they said,
“Herewe are.” They shonewith gladness to
himwhomade them.

35 This is our God. No other can be com-
pared to him.

36He has found out all the way of knowl-
edge, and has given it to Jacob his servant
and to Israel who is loved by him.

37 Afterward she appeared upon earth,
and lived withmen.

4
1This is thebookofGod’s commandments

and the law that endures forever. All those
who hold it fast will live, but those who
leave it will die.

2 Turn, O Jacob, and take hold of it. Walk
towards the shining of its light.

3 Don’t give your glory to another, nor
the things that are to your advantage to a
foreign nation.
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4 O Israel, we are happy; for the things
that are pleasing to God aremade known to
us.

5Be of good cheer, my people, the memo-
rial of Israel.

6 You were not sold to the nations for
destruction, but because youmoved God to
wrath, you were delivered to your adver-
saries.

7For you provokedhimwhomade you by
sacrificing to demons and not to God.

8 You forgot the everlasting God who
brought you up. You also grieved
Jerusalem, who nursed you.

9 For she saw the wrath that came upon
you from God, and said, “Listen, you who
dwell near Zion; for God has brought upon
me great mourning.

10For I have seen the captivity ofmy sons
and daughters, which the Everlasting has
brought upon them.

11For with joy I nourished them, but sent
them awaywith weeping andmourning.

12 Let no man rejoice over me, a widow
and forsaken by many. For the sins of my
children, I am left desolate, because they
turned away from the law of God

13andhadnoregard forhis statutes. They
didn’t walk in the ways of God’s command-
ments or tread in the paths of discipline in
his righteousness.

14 Let those who dwell near Zion come
and remember the captivity of my sons
and daughters, which the Everlasting has
brought upon them.

15 For he has brought a nation upon
them from afar, a shameless nation with
a strange language, who didn’t respect old
men or pity children.

16 They have carried away the dear
beloved sons of thewidow, and left herwho
was alone desolate of her daughters.”

17But I—how can I help you?
18 For he who brought these calamities

upon you will deliver you from the hand of
your enemies.

19 Go your way, O my children. Go your
way, for I am left desolate.

20 I have put off the garment of peace, and
put on the sackcloth of my petition. I will
cry to the Everlasting as long as I live.

21Take courage, my children. Cry to God,
and hewill deliver you from the power and
hand of the enemies.

22 For I have trusted in the Everlasting,
that he will save you; and joy has come
to me from the Holy One, because of the
mercy thatwill soon come to you fromyour
Everlasting Saviour.

23 For I sent you out with mourning and
weeping, but God will give you to me again
with joy and gladness forever.

24 For as now those who dwell near
Zion have seen your captivity, so they will
shortly see your salvation from our God
which will come upon you with great glory
and brightness of the Everlasting.

25My children, suffer patiently the wrath
that has come upon you from God, for your
enemy has persecuted you; but shortly you
will see his destruction andwill tread upon
their necks.

26My delicate ones have travelled rough
roads. They were taken away like a flock
carried off by enemies.

27 Take courage, my children, and cry to
God; for you will be remembered by him
who has brought this upon you.

28 For as it was your decision to go astray
from God, return and seek him ten times
more.

29 For he who brought these calamities
upon you will bring you everlasting joy
again with your salvation.

30 Take courage, O Jerusalem, for he who
called you by namewill comfort you.

31 Miserable are those who afflicted you
and rejoiced at your fall.

32 Miserable are the cities which your
children served. Miserable is she who re-
ceived your sons.

33For as she rejoiced at your fall and was
glad of your ruin, so she will be grieved at
her own desolation.

34 And I will take away her pride in her
great multitude and her boasting will be
turned into mourning.

35 For fire will come upon her from the
Everlasting for many days; and she will be
inhabited by demons for a long time.

36O Jerusalem, look around you towards
the east, and behold the joy that comes to
you from God.

37 Behold, your sons come, whom you
sent away. They come gathered together
from the east to the west at the word of the
Holy One, rejoicing in the glory of God.

5
1 Take off the garment of your mourning

and affliction, O Jerusalem, and put on for-
ever the beauty of the glory from God.

2 Put on the robe of the righteousness
fromGod. Set on your head a diadem of the
glory of the Everlasting.

3 For God will show your splendour ev-
erywhere under heaven.

4 For your name will be called by God
forever “Righteous Peace, Godly Glory”.

5Arise, O Jerusalem, and stand upon the
height. Look around you towards the east
and see your children gathered from the
going down of the sun to its rising at the
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wordof theHolyOne, rejoicing thatGodhas
remembered them.

6 For they went from you on foot, being
led away by their enemies, but God brings
them in to you carried on high with glory,
on a royal throne.

7 For God has appointed that every high
mountain and the everlasting hills should
be made low, and the valleys filled up to
make the ground level, that Israel may go
safely in the glory of God.

8 Moreover the woods and every sweet
smelling tree have shaded Israel by the
commandment of God.

9 For God will lead Israel with joy in the
light of his glory with the mercy and righ-
teousness that come from him.

6
The Letter of Jeremy (Jeremiah)

1 A copy of a letter that Jeremy sent to
thosewhowere tobe led captives intoBaby-
lon by the king of the Babylonians, to give
them the message that God commanded
him.

2Because of the sinswhich youhave com-
mittedbeforeGod, youwill be ledawaycap-
tives to Babylon by Nabuchodonosor king
of the Babylonians.

3 So when you come to Babylon, you will
remain there many years, and for a long
season, even for seven generations. After
that, I will bring you out peacefully from
there.

4But now you will see in Babylon gods of
silver, gold, andwood carried on shoulders,
which cause the nations to fear.

5 Beware therefore that you in no way
become like these foreigners. Don’t let fear
take hold of you because of themwhen you
see the multitude before them and behind
them, worshipping them.

6But say in your hearts, “OLord, wemust
worship you.”

7 For my angel is with you, and I myself
care for your souls.

8For their tongue is polished by thework-
man, and they themselves areoverlaidwith
gold and with silver; yet they are only fake,
and can’t speak.

9And taking gold, as if it were for a virgin
who loves to be happy, they make crowns
for the heads of their gods.

10 Sometimes also the priests take gold
and silver from their gods, and spend it on
themselves.

11 They will even give some of it to the
common prostitutes. They dress them like
menwith garments, even the gods of silver,
gods of gold, and gods of wood.

12 Yet these gods can’t save themselves
from rust and moths, even though they are
covered with purple garments.

13 They wipe their faces because of the
dust of the temple, which is thick upon
them.

14 And he who can’t put to death one
who offends against him holds a sceptre, as
though he were judge of a country.

15He has also a dagger in his right hand,
and an axe, but can’t deliver himself from
war and robbers.

16 By this they are known not to be gods.
Therefore don’t fear them.

17 For like a vessel that a man uses is
worth nothing when it is broken, even so
it is with their gods. When they are set up
in the temples, their eyes are full of dust
through the feet of those who come in.

18 As the courts are secured on every
side upon him who offends the king, as
being committed to suffer death, even so
the priests secure their temples with doors,
with locks, and bars, lest they be carried off
by robbers.

19 They light candles for them, yes, more
than for themselves, even though they can’t
see one.

20 They are like one of the beams of the
temple. Men say their hearts are eaten
out when things creeping out of the earth
devour both them and their clothing. They
don’t feel it

21 when their faces are blackened
through the smoke that comes out of the
temple.

22Bats, swallows, and birds land on their
bodies and heads. So do the cats.

23By this you may know that they are no
gods. Therefore don’t fear them.

24 Notwithstanding the gold with which
they are covered to make them beautiful,
unless someone wipes off the tarnish, they
won’t shine; for they didn’t even feel it
when they weremolten.

25 Things in which there is no breath are
bought at any cost.

26 Having no feet, they are carried upon
shoulders. By this, they declare to men that
they are worth nothing.

27 Those who serve them are also
ashamed, for if they fall to thegroundat any
time, they can’t riseupagainby themselves.
If they are bowed down, they can’t make
themselves straight; but the offerings are
set before them, as if they were deadmen.

28 And the things that are sacrificed to
them, their priests sell and spend. In like
manner, their wives also lay up part of it in
salt; but to thepoorand to the impotent they
give none of it.
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29 The menstruous woman and the
woman in childbed touch their sacrifices,
knowing therefore by these things that they
are no gods. Don’t fear them.

30 For how can they be called gods? Be-
cause women set food before the gods of
silver, gold, and wood.

31 And in their temples the priests sit on
seats, having their clothes torn and their
heads and beards shaven, and nothing on
their heads.

32They roar and cry before their gods, as
men do at the feast when one is dead.

33The priests also take off garments from
them and clothe their wives and children
with them.

34Whether it is evil or goodwhatonedoes
to them, they are not able to repay it. They
can’t set up a king or put him down.

35 In like manner, they can neither give
riches nor money. Though a man make a
vow to them and doesn’t keep it, they will
never exact it.

36Theycansavenomanfromdeath. They
can’t deliver the weak from themighty.

37 They can’t restore a blind man to his
sight, or deliver anyone who is in distress.

38They can show nomercy to the widow,
or do good to the fatherless.

39 They are like the stones that are cut
out of the mountain, these gods of wood
that are overlaid with gold and with silver.
Those who minister to them will be con-
founded.

40How could aman then think or say that
they are gods, when even the Chaldeans
themselves dishonour them?

41 If they shall see one mute who can’t
speak, they bring him and ask him to call
upon Bel, as though he were able to under-
stand.

42Yet they can’t perceive this themselves,
and forsake them; for they have no under-
standing.

43 The women also with cords around
them sit in the ways, burning bran for
incense; but if any of them, drawn by
someone who passes by, lies with him, she
reproaches her fellow, that she was not
thought as worthy as herself and her cord
wasn’t broken.

44 Whatever is done amongst them is
false. How could a man then think or say
that they are gods?

45 They are fashioned by carpenters and
goldsmiths. They can be nothing else than
what the workmenmake them to be.

46 And they themselves who fashioned
them can never continue long. How then
should the things that are fashioned by
them?

47 For they have left lies and reproaches
to those who come after.

48 For when there comes any war or
plague upon them, the priests consult with
themselves, where they may be hidden
with them.

49 How then can’t men understand that
they are no gods, which can’t save them-
selves fromwar or from plague?

50For seeing theyareonlywoodandover-
laid with gold and silver, it will be known
hereafter that they are false.

51 It will be manifest to all nations and
kings that they are no gods, but the works
ofmen’s hands, and that there is nowork of
God in them.

52Who then may not know that they are
not gods?

53 For they can’t set up a king in a land or
give rain to men.

54 They can’t judge their own cause, or
redress a wrong, being unable; for they are
like crows between heaven and earth.

55For evenwhenfire falls upon the house
of gods of wood overlaid with gold or with
silver, their priests will flee away, and es-
cape, but they themselves will be burnt
apart like beams.

56 Moreover they can’t withstand any
king or enemies. How could a man then
admit or think that they are gods?

57 Those gods of wood overlaid with sil-
ver or with gold aren’t able to escape from
thieves or robbers.

58 The gold, silver, and garments with
which they are clothed—those who are
strong will take from them, and go away
with them. They won’t be able to help
themselves.

59 Therefore it is better to be a king who
shows his manhood, or else a vessel in a
house profitable for whatever the owner
needs, than such false gods—or even a door
in a house, to keep the things safe that are
in it, than such false gods; or better to be
a pillar of wood in a palace than such false
gods.

60 For sun, moon, and stars, being bright
and sent to do their jobs, are obedient.

61 Likewise also the lightning when it
flashes is beautiful to see. In the same way,
the wind also blows in every country.

62AndwhenGod commands the clouds to
go over thewholeworld, theydo as they are
told.

63 And the fire sent from above to con-
sume mountains and woods does as it is
commanded; but these are to be compared
to them neither in show nor power.

64Therefore aman shouldn’t think or say
that they are gods, seeing they aren’t able to
judge causes or to do good tomen.
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65 Knowing therefore that they are no
gods, don’t fear them.

66 For they can neither curse nor bless
kings.

67 They can’t show signs in the heavens
amongst the nations, or shine as the sun, or
give light as themoon.

68 The beasts are better than they; for
they can get under a covert, and help them-
selves.

69 In no way then is it manifest to us that
they are gods. Therefore don’t fear them.

70 For as a scarecrow in a garden of cu-
cumbers that keeps nothing, so are their
gods of wood overlaid with gold and silver.

71 Likewise also their gods of wood over-
laid with gold and with silver are like a
white thorn in an orchard that every bird
sits upon. They are also like a dead body
that is thrown out into the dark.

72 You will know them to be no gods by
the bright purple that rots upon them. They
themselves will be consumed afterwards,
and will be a reproach in the country.

73Better therefore is the justmanwhohas
no idols; for he will be far from reproach.
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The First Book of the
Maccabees

The First Book of the Maccabees is recog-
nised as Deuterocanonical Scripture by the
Roman Catholic, Greek Orthodox, and Rus-
sian Orthodox Churches.

1 After Alexander the Macedonian, the
son of Philip, who came out of the land
of Chittim, and struck Darius king of the
PersiansandMedes, it came topass, afterhe
had struck him, that he reigned in his place,
in former time, over† Greece.

2 He fought many battles, won many
strongholds, killed the kings of the earth,

3 went through to the ends of the earth,
and took spoils of a multitude of nations.
The earth was quiet before him. He was
exalted. His heart was lifted up.

4 He gathered together an exceedingly
strong army and ruled over countries, na-
tions, and principalities, and they paid him
tribute.

5 After these things he fell sick, and per-
ceived that he was going to die.

6 He called his honourable servants,
which had been brought up with him
from his youth, and he divided to them his
kingdomwhile he was still alive.

7Alexander reigned twelveyears, thenhe
died.

8Then his servants ruled, each one in his
place.

9 They all put crowns upon themselves
after he was dead, and so did their sons
after themmany years; and theymultiplied
evils in the earth.

10 There came out of them a sinful root,
Antiochus Epiphanes, son of Antiochus the
king, who had been a hostage at Rome, and
he reigned in‡ the one hundred and thirty
seventh year of the kingdom of the Greeks.

11 In those days transgressors of the law
came out of Israel and persuaded many,
saying, “Let’s gomake a covenant with the§
Gentiles around us; for since we were sep-
arated from themmany evils have befallen
us.”

12That proposal was good in their eyes.
13 Some of the people eagerly went to the

king, andheauthorised themtoobserve the
ordinances of the† Gentiles.

14 So‡ they built a gymnasium in
Jerusalem according to the laws of the§
Gentiles.

15Theymade themselves uncircumcised,
forsook the holy covenant, joined them-
selves to the† Gentiles, and sold themselves
to do evil.

16 The kingdom was established in the
sight of Antiochus, and he planned to reign
over Egypt, that he might reign over both
kingdoms.

17 He entered into Egypt with a‡ great
multitude, with chariots, with elephants,
with cavalry, and with a great§ navy.

18 He made war against Ptolemy king of
Egypt. Ptolemy was put to shame before
him, and fled; and many fell wounded to
death.

19They tookpossessionof the strongcities
in the land of Egypt, and he took the spoils
of Egypt.

20Antiochus, after he had defeated Egypt,
returned in† the one hundred and forty
third year, and went up against Israel and
Jerusalemwith a‡ great multitude,

21 and entered presumptuously into the
sanctuary, and took the golden altar, the
lampstand for the light, and all its utensils.

22He took the table of the showbread, the
cups for the drink offerings, the bowls, the
goldencensers, theveil, the crowns, and the
gold decoration on the front of the temple.
He peeled it all off.

23He took the silver, the gold, and the pre-
cious vessels. He took the hidden treasures
which he found.

24Whenhehad takenall of these, hewent
away into his own land. He made a great
slaughter, and spoke very arrogantly.

25 Great mourning came upon Israel, in
every place where they were.

26 The rulers and elders groaned. The
virgins and young men were made feeble.
The beauty of the womenwas changed.

27 Every bridegroom took up lamenta-
tion. She who sat in the marriage chamber
wasmourning.

28The landwasmoved for its inhabitants,
and all the house of Jacob was clothed with
shame.

29 §After two full years, the king sent a
chief collector of tribute to the cities of Ju-
dah, andhe came to Jerusalemwith a †great
multitude.

† 1:1: That is, the Greek Empire. Compare 1Maccabees 1:10 and 1Maccabees 6:2. ‡ 1:10: circa B.C. 176. § 1:11:
Or, nations: and so throughout this book. † 1:13: Or, nations: and so throughout this book. ‡ 1:14: See 2Maccabees

4:9, 12. § 1:14: Or,nations: andso throughout thisbook. † 1:15: Or,nations: andso throughout thisbook ‡ 1:17:

Gr. heavy. § 1:17: Or, armament † 1:20: circa B.C. 170. See 2Maccabees 5:11-16. ‡ 1:20: Gr. heavy. § 1:29:
See 2Maccabees 5:24. † 1:29: Gr. heavy.
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30 He spoke words of peace to them in
subtlety, and they believed him. Then he
fell upon the city suddenly, struck it very
severely, and destroyed many people of Is-
rael.

31 He took the spoils of the city, set it
on fire, and pulled down its houses and its
walls on every side.

32 They led captive the women and the
children, and seized the livestock.

33 Then they fortified the city of David
with a large, strong wall and with strong
towers, and it became their citadel.

34 They put a sinful nation, transgressors
of the law, there, and they strengthened
themselves in it.

35They stored up weapons and food, and
gathering together the spoils of Jerusalem,
they stored them there, and they became a
great menace.

36 It became a place to lie in wait against
the sanctuary, and an evil adversary to Is-
rael continually.

37They shed innocent bloodon every side
of the sanctuary, and defiled the sanctuary.

38 The inhabitants of Jerusalem fled be-
cause of them. She became a habitation
of foreigners. She became foreign to those
who were born in her, and her children
forsook her.

39 Her sanctuary was laid waste like a
wilderness,‡ her feasts were turned into
mourning, her Sabbaths into reproach, and
her honour into contempt.

40 According to her glory, so was her dis-
honour multiplied, and her exaltation was
turned into mourning.

41KingAntiochuswrote tohiswholeking-
dom that all should be one people,

42 and that each should forsake his own
laws. All the nations agreed according to
the word of the king.

43 Many of Israel consented to his wor-
ship, sacrificed to the idols, and profaned
the Sabbath.

44 The king sent letters by the hand of
messengers to Jerusalem and the cities of
Judah, that they should follow laws strange
to the land,

45 and should forbid whole burnt offer-
ings and sacrifice and drink offerings in
the sanctuary; and should profane the Sab-
baths and feasts,

46 and pollute the sanctuary and those
whowere holy;

47 that they should build altars, and tem-
ples, and shrines for idols, and should sac-
rifice swine’s flesh and unclean animals;

48 and that they should leave their sons
uncircumcised, that they shouldmake their
souls abominable with all manner of un-
cleanness and profanation;

49 so that they might forget the law, and
change all the ordinances.

50 Whoever doesn’t do according to the
word of the king, he shall die.

51He wrote according to all these words
to his whole kingdom. He appointed over-
seers over all the people, and he com-
manded the cities of Judah to sacrifice, city
by city.

52 From the people were gathered to-
gether to them many, everyone who had
forsaken the law; and they did evil things in
the land.

53Theymade Israel to hide themselves in
every place of refuge which they had.

54On the fifteenth day of Chislev, in§ the
one hundred and forty fifth year, they built
an abomination of desolation upon the al-
tar,† and in the cities of Judah on every side
they built idol altars.‡

55 At the doors of the houses and in the
streets they burnt incense.

56 They tore the books of the law which
they found in pieces and set them on fire.

57Anyonewhowas foundwithanyabook
of the covenant, and if any consented to the
law, the king’s sentence delivered him to
death.

58Thus did they in theirmight to Israel, to
those who were found month by month in
the cities.

59 On the twenty-fifth day of the month
they sacrificed upon the idol altar that was
on top of the altar of burnt offering.

60 §They put to death women who had
circumcised their children, according to the
commandment.

61 They hung their babies around their
necks, and their houses, and thosewho had
circumcised them.

62Many in Israel were fully resolved and
confirmed in themselves not to eat unclean
things.

63 †They chose to die, that they might not
bedefiledwith the food, and that theymight
not profane the holy covenant; and they
died.

64 Exceedingly great wrath came upon
Israel.

‡ 1:39: See 2Maccabees 6:6. § 1:54: circa B.C. 168. See 2Maccabees 5:11. † 1:54: The twowords rendered altar
are different in the Greek: and so in 1 Maccabees 1:59. ‡ 1:54: The two words rendered altar are different in the

Greek: and so in 1Maccabees 1:59. § 1:60: See 2Maccabees 6:10. † 1:63: See 2Maccabees 6:19 and 7:1, etc.
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2
1 In those daysMattathias the son of John,

the son of Simeon, a priest of the sons of
Joarib, fromJerusalemroseup; andhe lived
at Modin.

2 And he had five sons:† John, who was
surnamed Gaddis;

3 Simon, whowas called Thassi;
4 Judas, who was calledMaccabaeus;
5 Eleazar, who was called Avaran; and

Jonathan, whowas called Apphus.
6He saw the blasphemies that were com-

mitted in Judah and in Jerusalem,
7andhe said, “Woe isme! Whywas I born

to see the destruction of my people and the
destruction of the holy city, and to dwell
there when it was given into the hand of
the enemy, the sanctuary into the hand of
foreigners?

8Her temple has become like a man who
was glorious.

9 Her vessels of glory are carried away
into captivity. Her infants are slain in her
streets. Her young men are slain with the
enemy’s sword.

10 What nation has not inherited her
palaces and taken possession of her spoils?

11 Her adornment has all been taken
away. Instead of a free woman, she has
become a slave.

12 Behold, our holy things, our beauty,
and our glory are laid waste. The Gentiles
have profaned them.

13Why should we live any longer?”
14 Mattathias and his sons tore their

clothes, put on sackcloth, and mourned ex-
ceedingly.

15 And the king’s officers who were en-
forcing the apostasy came into the city
Modin to sacrifice.

16 Many of Israel came to them, and
Mattathias and his sons were gathered to-
gether.

17The king’s officers answered and spoke
to Mattathias, saying, “You are a ruler and
an honourable and great man in this city,
and strengthened with sons and kindred.

18 Now therefore come first and do the
commandment of the king, as all the na-
tionshavedone, including themenof Judah
and those who remain in Jerusalem. You
and your house will be numbered amongst
the king’s‡ friends, and you and your sons
will be honoured with silver and gold and
many gifts.”

19 And Mattathias answered and said
with a loud voice, “If all the nations that are
in the house of the king’s dominion listen to
him, to fall awayeachone from theworship

of his fathers, and have made choice to
follow his commandments,

20 yet I and my sons and my kindred will
walk in the covenant of our fathers.

21Far be it fromus thatwe should forsake
the law and the ordinances.

22We will not listen to the king’s words,
to turn aside from our worship, to the right
hand, or to the left.”

23 When he had finished speaking these
words, a Jew came in the sight of all to
sacrifice on the altar which was at Modin,
according to the king’s commandment.

24Mattathias saw it, so his zeal was kin-
dled, and his guts trembled, and he vented
his wrath according to judgement, and ran
and killed him upon the altar.

25 He killed the king’s officer, who com-
pelled men to sacrifice, at the same time,
and pulled down the altar.

26 He was zealous for the law, even as
Phinehas did to Zimri the son of Salu.

27Mattathias cried out in the city with a
loud voice, saying, “Whoever is zealous for
the lawandmaintains the covenant, let him
followme!”

28Heandhis sonsfled into themountains,
and left all that they had in the city.

29 Then many who sought justice and
judgement went down into the wilderness
to live there—

30 they, their children, their wives, and
their livestock—because evils were multi-
plied upon them.

31 It was told the king’s officers and the
forces that were in Jerusalem, the city of
David, that certainmenwhohadbroken the
king’s commandment had gone down into
the secret places in the wilderness;

32andmanypursuedafter them, andhav-
ingovertaken them, theyencampedagainst
them and set the battle in array against
them on the Sabbath day.

33 They said to them, “Enough of this!
Come out and do according to the word of
the king, and you will all live!”

34 They said, “We won’t come out. We
won’t do thewordof theking, toprofane the
Sabbath day.”

35Then theenemyhurried toattack them.
36 They didn’t answer them. They didn’t

cast a stone at them, or block their secret
places,

37 saying, “Let’s all die in our innocence.
Heavenandearth testify forus, that youput
us to death unjustly.”

38 So they attacked them on the Sab-
bath, and they died—they, their wives, their
children, and their livestock—in number a
thousand souls of men.

† 2:2: Gr. Joannes. ‡ 2:18: See 1Maccabees 3:38; 10:10, etc.; Compare 1Maccabees 10:65; 11:27; 2 Maccabees 8:9.
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39WhenMattathias andhis friends found
out about it, and they mourned over them
exceedingly.

40One said to another, “If we all do as our
kindred have done, and don’t fight against
the Gentiles for our lives and our ordi-
nances, theywill quicklydestroyus fromoff
the earth.”

41So they decided that day, saying, “Who-
ever comes against us to battle on the Sab-
bath day, let’s fight against him, andwewill
in no way all die, as our kindred died in the
secret places.”

42 Then a company of the Hasidaeans,§
mightymenof Israel, everyonewhooffered
himselfwillingly for the law,were gathered
together to them.

43 All those who fled from the evils were
added to them, and supported them.

44 They mustered an army, and struck
sinners in their anger, and lawless men in
their wrath. The rest fled to the Gentiles for
safety.

45 And Mattathias and his friends went
around and pulled down the altars.

46They forcibly circumcised theboyswho
wereuncircumcised, asmanyas they found
in the coasts of Israel.

47 They pursued the arrogant, and the
work prospered in their hand.

48They rescued the law out of the hand of
theGentilesandoutof thehandof thekings.
They never allowed the sinner to triumph.

49 The days of Mattathias drew near that
he should die, and he said to his sons, “Now
pride and scornhave gained strength. It is a
season of overthrow and indignant wrath.

50 Now, my children, be zealous for the
law, and give your lives for the covenant of
your fathers.

51 Call to remembrance the deeds of our
fatherswhich they did in their generations;
and receive great glory and an everlasting
name.

52 Wasn’t Abraham found faithful in
temptation, and it was reckoned to him for
righteousness?

53 Joseph in the time of his distress kept
the commandment, and became lord of
Egypt.

54 Phinehas our father, because he was
exceedingly zealous, obtained the covenant
of an everlasting priesthood.

55 Joshua became a judge in Israel for
fulfilling the word.

56 Caleb obtained a heritage in the land
for testifying in the congregation.

57 David inherited the throne of a king-
dom forever and ever for beingmerciful.

58 Elijah was taken up into heaven be-
cause he was exceedingly zealous for the
law.

59 Hananiah, Azariah, and Mishael be-
lieved, and were saved out of the flame.

60Danielwasdelivered fromthemouthof
lions for his innocence.

61 “Thus consider from generation to gen-
eration that no one who put their trust in
himwill lack for strength.

62Don’t be afraid of the words of a sinful
man; for his glory will be dung andworms.

63 Today he will be lifted up, and tomor-
row he will in no way be found, because he
has returned to dust, and his thought has
perished.

64 You, my children, be strong, and show
yourselves men on behalf of the law; for in
it you will obtain glory.

65 Behold, Simon your brother, whom I
know to be a man of counsel. Always listen
to him. He shall be a father to you.

66 JudasMaccabaeus has been strong and
mighty from his youth. He shall be your
captain and shall fight† the battle of the
people.

67 Rally around all the doers of the law,
and avenge the wrong done to your people.

68 Repay the Gentiles, and obey the com-
mandments of the law.”

69He blessed them, and was gathered to
his ancestors.

70He died in‡ the one hundred and forty
sixth year, and his sons buried him in the
tombs of his ancestors at Modin. All Israel
made great lamentation for him.

3
1 His son Judas, who was called Mac-

cabaeus, rose up in his place.
2All his kindredhelpedhim, and sodidall

those who joined with his father, and they
fought with gladness the battle of Israel.

3 He got his people great glory, and put
on a breastplate like a giant, and bound
his warlike harness around him, and set
battles in array, protecting the army with
his sword.

4Hewas like a lion in his deeds, and like a
lion’s cub roaring for prey.

5Hehunted and pursued the lawless, and
he burnt up those who troubled his people.

6The lawless shrunk back for fear of him,
and all the workers of lawlessness were
very troubled, and deliverance prospered
in his hand.

7He angeredmany kings andmade Jacob
glad with his acts. His memory is blessed
forever.

§ 2:42: That is, Chasidim. † 2:66: Some ancient authorities read you shall fight. ‡ 2:70: circa B.C. 167.
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8 He went through the cities of Judah,
destroyed the ungodly out of the land, and
turned away wrath from Israel.

9He was renowned to the utmost part of
the earth. He gathered together those who
were ready to perish.

10 Apollonius gathered the Gentiles to-
gether with a great army from Samaria to
fight against Israel.

11 Judas learnt of it, and he went out to
meet him, struckhim, andkilledhim. Many
fell wounded to death, and the rest fled.

12 They took their spoils, and Judas took
Apollonius’ sword, and he fought with it all
his days.

13 Seron, the commander of the army of
Syria, heard that Judas had gathered a large
company, including a body of faithful men
who stayed with him, went out to war.

14He said, “Iwillmakemyself a nameand
get myself glory in the kingdom. I will fight
against Judas and those who are with him,
who despise the king’s command.

15Amighty army of the ungodly went up
with him to help him, to take vengeance on
the children of Israel.

16 He came near to the ascent of Beth-
horon, and Judaswent out tomeet himwith
a small company.

17But when they saw the army coming to
meet them, they said to Judas, “What? Shall
we be able, being a small company, to fight
against so great and strongamultitude? We
for our part are faint, having tasted no food
this day.”

18 Judas said, “It is an easy thing formany
to be hemmed in by the hands of a few.
With† heaven it is all one, to save by many
or by few;

19 for victory in battle stands not in the
multitude of an army, but strength is from
heaven.

20 They come to us in fullness of inso-
lenceand lawlessness, todestroyusandour
wives and our children, and to plunder us,

21but we fight for our lives and our laws.
22He himself will crush them before our

face; but as for you, don’t be afraid of them.
23 Now when he had finished speaking,

he rushed suddenly against Seron and his
army, and they were defeated before him.

24 They pursued them down the descent
of Bethhoron to the plain, and about eight
hundred men of them fell; but the rest fled
into the land of the Philistines.

25 The fear of Judas and his kindred, and
the dread of them, began to fall on the
nations around them.

26 His fame reached the king, and every
nation told of the battles of Judas.

27 But when King Antiochus heard these
words, he was full of indignation; and he
sent and gathered together all the forces of
his realm, an exceedingly strong army.

28 He opened his treasury and gave his
forces pay for a year, and commanded them
to be ready for every need.

29He saw that the money was gone from
his treasures, and that the tributes of the
country were small, because of the dissen-
sion and disaster which he had brought
upon the land, to the end that hemight take
away the laws which had been from the
first days.

30 He was afraid that he wouldn’t have
enoughasatother times for thechargesand
the giftswhich he used to givewith a liberal
hand, more abundantly than the kings who
were before him.

31 And he was exceedingly perplexed in
his mind, and he determined to go into
Persia, and to take the tributes of those
countries, and to gather muchmoney.

32He left Lysias, an honourableman, and
one of royal lineage, to be over the affairs
of the king from the river Euphrates to the
borders of Egypt,

33and to bring up his sonAntiochus, until
he came again.

34He delivered to Lysias half of his forces
and the elephants, and gave him charge of
all the things that he would have done, and
concerning those who lived in Judea and in
Jerusalem,

35 that he should send an army against
them to root out and destroy the strength of
Israel and the remnant of Jerusalem, and to
take away their memory from the place,

36and thathe shouldmake foreigners live
in all their territory, and should divide their
land to them by lot.

37The king took the half that remained of
the forces, and left Antioch, his royal city,
in the onehundred and forty seventh year;‡
andhepassedover the riverEuphrates, and
went through the upper countries.

38 Lysias chose Ptolemy the son of Do-
rymenes, Nicanor, and Gorgias, mighty
men of the king’s friends;§

39 and with them, he sent forty thousand
infantry and seven thousand cavalry to go
into the land of Judah and to destroy it,
according to the word of the king.

40 They set out with all their army, and
came and encamped near Emmaus in the
plain country.

† 3:18: Some ancient authorities read the God of heaven. ‡ 3:37: circa B.C. 166. § 3:38: See 1 Maccabees 2:18.
† 3:41: Most of the authorities read servants.
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41 The merchants of the country heard
of their fame, and took silver and gold in
large quantities, and fetters,† and came into
the camp to take the children of Israel for
slaves. Forces of Syria and of the land of the
Philistines‡ joined with them.

42 Judas and his kindred saw that evils
were multiplied, and that the forces were
encamping in their borders. They learnt
about the king’s words which he had com-
manded, to destroy the people andmake an
end of them.

43 Then they each said to his neighbour,
“Let’s repair the ruins of our people. Let’s
fight for our people and the holy place.”

44 The congregation was gathered to-
gether, that they might be ready for battle,
and that theymight pray and ask formercy
and compassion.

45 Jerusalem was without inhabitant like
a wilderness. There was none of her off-
spring who went in or went out. The sanc-
tuary was trampled down. Children of for-
eigners were in the citadel. The Gentiles
lived there. Joywas taken away from Jacob,
and the pipe and the harp ceased.

46 They gathered themselves together,
and came toMizpeh, near Jerusalem; for in
Mizpeh there used to be a place of prayer
for Israel.

47 They fasted that day, put on sackcloth,
put ashes on their heads, tore their clothes,

48andopened thebookof the law, to learn
about the things forwhich the Gentiles con-
sulted the images of their idols.

49They brought the priests’ garments, the
first fruits, and the tithes. They stirred up
the Nazarites, who had accomplished their
days.

50 They cried aloud towards heaven, say-
ing, “What should we do with these men?
Where should we carry them away?

51 Your holy place is trampled down and
profaned. Your priests mourn in humilia-
tion.

52 Behold, the Gentiles are assembled to-
gether against us to destroy us. You know
what things they imagine against us.

53 How will we be able to stand against
them, unless you help us?”

54 They sounded with the trumpets, and
gave a loud shout.

55And after this Judas appointed leaders
of the people: captains of thousands, cap-
tains of hundreds, captains of fifties, and
captains of tens.

56 He said to those who were building
houses, were betrothing wives, were plant-
ing vineyards, and were fearful, that they

should return, each man to his own house,
according to the law.

57 The army marched out and encamped
upon the south side of Emmaus.

58 Judas said, “Arm yourselves and be
valiant men! Be ready in the morning to
fightwith theseGentileswhoareassembled
together against us to destroy us and our
holy place.

59For it is better forus todie inbattle than
to see the calamities of our nation and the
holy place.

60 Nevertheless, as may be the will in
heaven, so shall he do.

4
1 Gorgias took five thousand infantry, a

thousand chosen cavalry, and the army
moved out at night,

2 that it might fall upon the army of the
Jews and strike them suddenly. The men of
the citadel were his guides.

3 Judas heard of this, and he and the
valiantmenmoved, that hemight strike the
king’s armywhich was at Emmaus

4 while the forces were still dispersed
from the camp.

5 Gorgias came into the camp of Judas at
night and foundnoman. He sought them in
the mountains; for he said, “These men are
running away from us.”

6 As soon as it was day, Judas appeared
in the plain with three thousand men.
However they didn’t have the armour and
swords they desired.

7Theysawthecampof theGentiles strong
and fortified,with cavalry all around it; and
these were expert in war.

8 Judas said to the men who were with
him, “Don’t be afraid of their numbers, or
when they charge.

9Remember how our fathers were saved
in theRedsea,whenPharaohpursued them
with an army.

10Now let’s cry to heaven, if he will have
us, and will remember the covenant of our
fathers, and destroy this army before our
face today.

11 Then all the Gentiles will know that
there is one who redeems and saves Israel.

12The foreigners lifted up their eyes, and
saw them coming near them.

13 They went out of the camp to battle.
Those who were with Judas sounded their
trumpets

14 and joined battle. The Gentiles were
defeated, and fled into the plain.

15 But all those in the rear fell by the
sword. They pursued them to† Gazara, and

‡ 3:41: Gr. foreigners. † 4:15: Gr. Gazera.
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to the plains of Idumaea, Azotus, and Jam-
nia. About three thousandof thosemen fell.

16Then Judasandhis armyreturned from
pursuing them;

17 and he said to the people, “Don’t be
greedy for the spoils, because there is a
battle before us.

18 Gorgias and his army are near us on
the mountain. But stand now against our
enemies and fight against them, and after-
wards take the spoils with boldness.”

19While Judaswasfinishing this speech, a
part of them appeared looking out from the
mountain.

20They saw that their army had been put
toflight, and that the Jewswereburning the
camp; for the smoke thatwas seen declared
what was done.

21 But when they perceived these things,
they were very afraid. Perceiving also the
army of Judas in the plain ready for battle,

22 they all fled into the land of the‡
Philistines.

23 Judas returned to plunder the camp,
and they took much gold, silver, blue, sea
purple, and great riches.

24 Then they returned home, and sang a
song of thanksgiving, and gave praise to
heaven, because he is good, because his
mercy endures forever.

25 Israel had a great deliverance that day.
26 The foreigners who had escaped came

and told Lysias all the things that had hap-
pened.

27 When he heard of it, he was con-
founded and discouraged, because the
things he desired had not been done to
Israel, nor had such things happened as the
king commanded him.

28 In the next year, he gathered together
sixty thousand chosen infantry and five
thousand cavalry, that he might subdue
them.

29 They came into Idumaea and en-
camped at Bethsura. Judas met them with
ten thousandmen.

30He saw that the army was strong, and
he prayed and said, “Blessed are you, O
Saviour of Israel, who defeated the attack
of the mighty warrior by the hand of your
servant David, and delivered the army of
the§ Philistines into the hands of Jonathan
the son of Saul, and of his armour bearer.

31 Hem in this army in the hand of your
people Israel, and let them be ashamed for
their army and their cavalry.

32Give them faintness of heart. Cause the
boldness of their strength tomelt away, and
let them quake at their destruction.

33 Strike them down with the sword of
those who love you, and let all who know
your name praise you with thanksgiving.”

34 They joined in battle; and about five
thousandmen of Lysias’ army fell. They fell
down near them.

35 But when Lysias saw that his troops
were put to flight, and the boldness that
had come upon thosewhowerewith Judas,
and how they were ready either to live or
to die nobly, he withdrew to Antioch, and
gathered together hired soldiers, that he
might come again into Judea with an even
greater army.

36 But Judas and his kindred said, “Be-
hold, our enemies are defeated. Let’s go up
to cleanse the holy place and to rededicate
it.”

37 All the army was gathered together,
and they went up tomount Zion.

38 They saw the sanctuary laid desolate,
the altar profaned, the gates burnt up,
shrubs growing in the courts as in a forest
or as on one of the mountains, and the
priests’ chambers pulled down;

39 and they tore their clothes, made great
lamentation, put ashes upon their heads,

40 fell on their faces to the ground, †blew
with the solemn trumpets,‡and cried to-
wards heaven.

41 Then Judas appointed certain men to
fight against those who were in the citadel
until he had cleansed the holy place.

42 He chose blameless priests who were
devoted to the law;

43 and they cleansed the holy place and
carried the defiled stones out to an unclean
place.

44 They deliberated what to do with the
altar of burnt offerings, which had been
profaned.

45A good plan came into their mind, that
they should pull it down, lest it would be a
reproach to them, because the Gentiles had
defiled it. So they pulled down the altar

46and laidup the stones on the templehill
inaconvenientplace, until aprophetwould
come to give an answer concerning them.

47 They took whole stones according to
the law, and built a new altar like the for-
mer.

48They built the holy place and the inner
parts of thehouse; and they consecrated the
courts.

49 They made new holy vessels, and they
brought the lampstand, the altar of incense,
and the table into the temple.

50 They burnt incense on the altar, and
they lit the lamps that were upon the lamp-
stand, and they gave light in the temple.

‡ 4:22: Gr. foreigners. § 4:30: Gr. foreigners. † 4:40: Compare Numbers 31:6. ‡ 4:40: Gr. trumpets of signals.
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51 They set loaves upon the table, hung
up the curtains, and finished all the work
which they had done.

52 They rose up early in the morning, on
the twenty-fifth day of the ninth month,
which is the month Chislev, in§ the one
hundred and forty eighth year,

53 and offered sacrifice according to the
law on the new altar of burnt offerings
which they hadmade.

54 At the time and day the Gentiles had
profaned it, even then itwasdedicatedwith
songs, harps, lutes, and with cymbals.

55 All the people fell on their faces, wor-
shipped, and gave praise towards heaven,
which had given them good success.

56 They celebrated the dedication of the
altar eight days, andofferedburnt offerings
with gladness, and sacrificed a sacrifice of
deliverance and praise.

57 They decorated the front of the temple
with crowns of gold and small shields. They
dedicated the gates and the priests’ cham-
bers, andmade doors for them.

58 There was exceedingly great gladness
amongst thepeople, and the reproachof the
Gentiles was turned away.

59 Judas and his kindred and the whole
congregation of Israel ordained that the
days of the dedication of the altar should be
kept in their seasons from year to year for
eight days, from the twenty-fifth day of the
month Chislev, with gladness and joy.

60At that time, they fortified mount Zion
with high walls and strong towers around
it, lest perhaps the Gentiles might come
and trample them down, as they had done
before.

61 Judas stationed a garrison to guard it.
They fortified Bethsura to keep it, that the
people might have a stronghold near Idu-
maea.

5
1 It came to pass, when the Gentiles all

around heard that the altar had been re-
built and the sanctuarydedicatedasbefore,
they were exceedingly angry.

2They took counsel to destroy the race of
Jacob that was in the midst of them, and
they began to kill and destroy amongst the
people.

3 Judas fought against the children of
Esau in Idumaea at Akrabattine, because
they besieged Israel. He struck them with
a great slaughter, humbled them, and took
their spoils.

4 He remembered the wickedness of the
children of† Baean, whowere a snare and a

stumbling block to the people, lying in wait
for them on the highways.

5Theywere shut up by him in the towers.
He encamped against them, and destroyed
themutterly, and burntwith fire the towers
of the place with all who were in them.

6 He passed over to the children of Am-
mon, and found a mighty band and many
people, with Timotheus for their leader.

7He fought many battles with them, and
they were defeated before his face. He
struck them,

8 and took possession of Jazer and its vil-
lages,‡ and returned again into Judea.

9 The Gentiles who were in Gilead gath-
ered themselves together against the Is-
raelites who were on their borders, to de-
stroy them. They fled to the stronghold of
Dathema,

10 and sent letters to Judas and his kin-
dred, saying, “The Gentiles who are around
us are gathered together against us to de-
stroy us.

11 They are preparing to come and get
possession of the stronghold where we fled
for refuge, and Timotheus is the leader of
their army.

12 Now therefore come and deliver us
from their hand, formany of us have fallen.

13 All our kindred who were in the land
of §Tubias have been put to death. They
have carried their wives, their children,
and their stuff into captivity. They de-
stroyed about a thousandmen there.”

14 While the letters were still being
read, behold, other messengers came from
Galilee with their clothes torn, bringing a
similar report,

15 saying, “People of Ptolemais, of Tyre, of
Sidon, and all Galilee of the† Gentiles have
gathered together to destroy us.”

16 Now when Judas and the people
heard these words, a great congregation
assembled together to determinewhat they
should do for their kindred who were in
distress and under attack.

17 Judas said to Simon his brother,
“Choose men and go deliver your kindred
whoare inGalilee, but Jonathanmybrother
and I will go into the land of Gilead.”

18He left Joseph the son of Zacharias, and
Azarias, as leaders of the people, with the
remnant of the army, in Judea, to guard it.

19 He commanded them, saying, “Take
charge of this people, and fight no battle
with the Gentiles until we return.”

20 Then three thousand men were as-
signed to go into Galilee with Simon, but
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eight thousandmenwere assigned to Judas
to go into the land of Gilead.

21 Simon went into Galilee and fought
manybattleswith theGentiles, and theGen-
tiles were defeated before him.

22 He pursued them to the gate of Ptole-
mais. About three thousand men of the
Gentiles fell, and he took their spoils.

23 They took to them those who were in
Galilee and in Arbatta, with their wives,
their children, and all that they had, and
brought them into Judea with great glad-
ness.

24 Judas Maccabaeus and his brother
Jonathan passed over the Jordan, and went
three days’ journey in the wilderness.

25 They met with the Nabathaeans, and
these met them in a peaceful manner and
told them all things that had happened to
their kindred in the land of Gilead,

26 and how many of them were shut up
in Bosora, Bosor, Alema,‡ Casphor, Maked,
and§ Carnaim—all these cities are strong
and large—

27 and how they were shut up in the rest
of the cities of the land of Gilead, and that
tomorrow they planned to encamp against
the strongholds, and to take them, and to
destroy all these men in one day.

28 Judas and his army turned suddenly by
theway of the wilderness to Bosora; and he
took the city, and killed all the males with
the edge of the sword, took all their spoils,
and burnt the city with fire.

29He left there at night, andwent until he
came to the stronghold.

30 When the morning came, they lifted
up their eyes and saw many people who
couldn’t be counted, bearing ladders and
engines of war, to take the stronghold; and
they were fighting against them.

31 Judas saw that the battle had begun,
and that the cry of the city went up to
heaven, with trumpets and a great sound,

32 and he said to the men of his army,
“Fight today for your kindred!”

33Then hewent out behind them in three
companies. They sounded with their trum-
pets and cried out in prayer.

34 And the army of Timotheus perceived
that it was Maccabaeus, and they fled from
before him. He struck them with a great
slaughter. About eight thousand men of
them fell on that day.

35He turned away to Mizpeh and fought
against it, took it, killed all itsmales, took its
spoils, and burnt it with fire.

36 From there he marched and took† Cas-
phor, Maked, Bosor, and the other cities of
the land of Gilead.

37 Now after these things, Timotheus
gatheredanotherarmyandencampednear
Raphon beyond the brook.

38 Judas sent men to spy on the army;
and they brought himword, saying, “All the
Gentileswhoare aroundus are gathered to-
gether to them, an exceedingly great army.

39TheyhavehiredArabians to help them,
and are encampedbeyond the brook, ready
to come against you to battle.” So Judas
went to meet them.

40 Timotheus said to the captains of his
army when Judas and his army drew near
to the brook of water, “If he crosses over to
us first, we won’t be able to withstand him,
for he will certainly defeat us;

41but if he is afraid, and encamps beyond
the river, we will cross over to him, and
defeat him.”

42 Now when Judas came near to the
water brook, he caused the scribes of the
people to remain by the brook, and com-
manded them, saying, “Allow no man to
encamp, but let all come to the battle.”

43 Then he crossed over the first against
them, and all the people after him; and all
the Gentiles were defeated before his face,
and threw away their weapons, and fled to
the temple at ‡Carnaim.

44They took the city and burnt the temple
with fire, together with all who were in it.
Carnaimwas subdued. They couldn’t stand
any longer before the face of Judas.

45 Judas gathered together all Israel, those
who were in the land of Gilead, from the
least to the greatest, with their wives, their
children, and their stuff, an exceedingly
great army, that they might come into the
land of Judah.

46 They came as far as Ephron, and this
same city was large and very strong. It was
on the road where they were going. They
couldn’t turnaway from it on the righthand
or on the left, but needed to pass through
themiddle of it.

47Thepeopleof the city shut themoutand
blocked the gates with stones.

48 Judas sent to themwithwords of peace,
saying, “We will pass through your land to
go into our own land, and no onewill harm
you. We will only pass by on our feet.” But
they wouldn’t open to him.

49 Then Judas commanded proclamation
to be made in the army, that each man
should encamp in the place where he was.
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50 So themen of the army encamped, and
fought against the city all that day and all
that night, and the city was delivered into
his hands.

51 He destroyed all the males with the
edge of the sword, razed the city, took its
plunder, and passed through the city over
those whowere slain.

52 They went over the Jordan into the
great plain near Bethshan.

53And Judas gathered together thosewho
lagged behind and encouraged the people
all the way through, until he came into the
land of Judah.

54They went up to mount Zion with glad-
ness and joy, and offeredwhole burnt offer-
ings, because not so much as one of them
was slain until they returned in peace.

55 In the days when Judas and Jonathan
were in the land of Gilead, and Simon his
brother in Galilee before Ptolemais,

56 Joseph the son of Zacharias, and
Azarias, rulers of the army, heard of their
exploits and of the war, and what things
they had done.

57They said, “Let’s also get us a name, and
let’s go fight against the Gentiles who are
around us.”

58 So they gave orders to the men of the
army that was with them, and went to-
wards Jamnia.

59 Gorgias and his men came out of the
city to meet them in battle.

60 Joseph and Azarias were put to flight,
and were pursued to the borders of Judea.
About two thousand men of Israel fell on
that day.

61 There was a great overthrow amongst
the people, because they didn’t listen to
Judas and his kindred, thinking to do some
exploit.

62But theywere not of the family of those
men by whose hand deliverance was given
to Israel.

63 The man Judas and his kindred were
glorified exceedingly in the sight of all Is-
rael, and of all the Gentiles, wherever their
namewas heard of.

64 Men gathered together to them, ac-
claiming them.

65 Judas and his kindred went out and
fought against the children of Esau in
the land towards the south. He struck
Hebron and its villages,§ pulled down
its strongholds, and burnt its towers all
around.

66He marched to go into the land of the†
Philistines, and he went through‡ Samaria.

67 In that day certain priests, desiring to
do exploits there, were slain in battle, when
they went out to battle unadvisedly.

68But Judas turned towardsAzotus, to the
land of the§ Philistines, pulled down their
altars, burnt thecarved imagesof their gods
with fire, took the plunder of their cities,
and returned into the land of Judah.

6
1 King Antiochus was travelling through

the upper countries; and he heard that in
Elymais inPersia therewasacity renowned
for riches, for silver and gold,

2 and that the temple which was in it was
exceedingly rich, and that in it were golden
shields, breastplates, and weapons which
Alexander, son of Philip, the Macedonian
king, who reigned first amongst the Greeks,
left behind there.

3So he came and tried to take the city and
to pillage it; and he was not able, because
his plan was known to them of the city,

4 and they rose up against him in battle.
He fled and returned to Babylon with great
disappointment.

5 Then someone came into Persia bring-
ing him news that the armies which went
against the land of Judah had been put to
flight,

6 and that Lysias went first with a strong
army and was put to shame before them,
and that they had grown strong because of
weapons, power, and a supply of plunder
which they took from the armies that they
had cut off,

7 and that they had pulled down the
abomination which he had built upon the
altar that was in Jerusalem, and that they
had surrounded the sanctuary with high
walls, as before, and also Bethsura, his city.

8 It came to pass, when the king heard
these words, he was astonished andmoved
exceedingly. He laid himself down on his
bed, and fell sick for grief, because it had
not turned out for him as he had planned.

9He was there many days, because great
grief continually gripped him, and he re-
alised that he would die.

10He called for all his† friends, and said to
them, “Sleep departs frommy eyes, andmy
heart fails because of worry.

11 I said in my heart, ‘To what suffering I
have come! How great a flood it is that I’m
in, now! For I was gracious and loved inmy
power.’

12 But now I remember the evils which
I did at Jerusalem, and that I took all the
vessels of silver andgold thatwere in it, and
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sent out to destroy the inhabitants of Judah
without a cause.

13 I perceive that it is because of this that
these evils have come upon me. Behold,
I am perishing through great grief in a
strange land.”

14 Then he called for Philip, one of his‡
friends, and set him over all his kingdom.

15 He gave him his crown, his robe, and
his signet ring, so that he could guide Anti-
ochus his son, and nourish him up that he
might be king.

16 Then King Antiochus died there in the
one hundred and forty-ninth year.§

17 When Lysias learnt that the king was
dead, he set up Antiochus his son to reign,
whom he had nourished up being young,
and he called his name Eupator.

18 Those who were in the citadel kept
hemming Israel in around the sanctuary,
and always sought to harm them and to
strengthen the Gentiles.

19 Judas planned to destroy them, and
called all the people together to besiege
them.

20 They were gathered together, and be-
sieged them in† the one hundred fiftieth
year, and he made mounds to shoot from,
and engines of war.

21 Some of those who were hemmed in
came out, and some of the ungodly men of
Israel were joined to them.

22 They went to the king, and said, “How
long will you not execute judgement, and
avenge our kindred?

23 We were willing to serve your father
and to live by his words, and to follow his
commandments.

24 Because of this, the children of our
people besieged the citadel‡andwere alien-
ated from us; but as many of us as they
could catch, they killed, and plundered our
inheritances.

25 Not against us only did they stretch
out their hand, but also against all their
borders.

26 Behold, they are encamped this day
against the citadel at Jerusalem to take it.
They have fortified the sanctuary and Beth-
sura.

27 If you don’t quickly prevent them, they
will do greater things than these, and you
won’t be able to control them.

28 When the king heard this, he was an-
gry, and gathered together all his§ friends,
the rulers of his army, and those who were
over the cavalry.

29 Bands of hired soldiers came to him
from other kingdoms and from islands of
the sea.

30 The number of his forces was one
hundred thousand infantry, and twenty
thousand cavalry, and thirty-two elephants
trained for war.

31 They went through Idumaea, and
encamped against Bethsura, and fought
against it many days, and made engines
of war. The Jews came out and burnt them
with fire, and fought valiantly.

32 Judas marched away from the citadel
and encamped at Bethzacharias, near the
king’s camp.

33 The king rose early in the morning,
and marched his army† at full speed along
the road to Bethzacharias. His forces made
themselves ready to battle and sounded
their trumpets.

34 They offered the elephants the juice
of grapes and mulberries, that they might
prepare them for the battle.

35 They distributed the animals amongst
the phalanxes. They set by each elephant
a thousand men armed with coats of mail
and helmets of brass on their heads. Five
hundred chosen cavalry were appointed
for each elephant.

36 These were ready beforehand, wher-
ever the elephant was. Wherever the ele-
phant went, they went with it. They didn’t
leave it.

37 Strong, covered wooden towers were
upon them, one upon each elephant, fas-
tened upon it with secure harnesses. Upon
each were four valiant men who fought
upon them, beside his Indian driver.

38 The rest of the cavalry he set on this
side and that side on the two flanks of the
army, striking terror into the enemy, and
protected by the phalanxes.

39 Now when the sun shone upon the
shields of gold and brass, the mountains lit
up, and blazed like flaming torches.

40 A part of the king’s army was spread
upon the high hills and some on the low
ground, and they went on firmly and in
order.

41 All who heard the noise of their mul-
titude, the marching of the multitude, and
the rattling of the weapons trembled; for
the armywas exceedingly great and strong.

42 Judas and his army drew near for bat-
tle, and six hundredmen of the king’s army
fell.

43 Eleazar, who was called Avaran, saw
one of the animals armedwith royal breast-
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plates, and itwas taller thanall the animals,
and the king seemed to be on it.

44 He gave his life to deliver his people,
and to get himself an everlasting name.

45He ran upon him courageously into the
midst of the phalanx, and killed on the right
hand and on the left, and they parted away
from him on this side and on that.

46 He crept under the elephant, and
stabbed it from beneath, and killed it. The
elephant fell to the earth upon him, and he
died there.

47 They saw the strength of the king-
dom and the fierce attack of the army, and
turned away from them.

48But the soldiers of the king’s armywent
up to Jerusalem to meet them, and the
king encamped towards Judea and towards
mount Zion.

49Hemade peacewith the people of Beth-
sura. He came out of the city because they
had no food there to endure the siege, be-
cause it was a Sabbath to the land.

50The king took Bethsura, and appointed
a garrison there to keep it.

51 He encamped against the sanctuary
many days; and set there mounds to shoot
from, and engines of war, andmachines for
throwing fire and stones, and weapons to
throw darts, and slings.

52 The Jews also made engines of war
against their engines, and fought for many
days.

53But there was no food in the sanctuary,
because it was the seventh year, and those
whofled for safety into Judea fromamongst
the Gentiles had eaten up the rest of the
stores.

54Therewere only a fewpeople left in the
sanctuary, because the famine prevailed
against them, and theywere scattered, each
man to his own place.

55 Lysias heard that Philip, whom An-
tiochus the king, while he was yet alive,
appointed to raise his son Antiochus to be
king,

56 had returned from Persia and Media,
and with him the forces that went with the
king, and thathewas seeking to takecontrol
of the government.

57He made haste, and gave orders to de-
part. He said to the king and the leaders of
the army and to the men, “We get weaker
daily, our food is scant, the place where
we encamp is strong, and the affairs of the
kingdom lie upon us.

58 Now therefore let’s negotiate with
these men, and make peace with them and
with all their nation,

59and covenantwith them, that theymay
walk after their own laws, as before; for be-
causeof their lawswhichweabolished they
were angered, and did all these things.”

60 The speech pleased the king and the
princes, and he sent to them tomake peace;
and they accepted it.

61Thekingand theprinces swore to them.
On these conditions, they cameout fromthe
stronghold.

62Then the king entered intomount Zion.
He saw the strength of the place, and broke
the oath which he had sworn, and gave
orders to pull down the wall all around.

63 Then he left in haste and returned to
Antioch, and foundPhilipmaster of the city.
He fought against him, and took the city by
force.

7
1 In the one hundred and fifty first year,†

Demetrius the son of Seleucus came out of
Rome, andwent upwith a fewmen to a city
by the sea, and reigned there.

2 It came to pass, when he would go into
the house of the kingdom of his fathers,
that the army laid hands on Antiochus and
Lysias, to bring them to him.

3The thing became known to him, and he
said, “Don’t showme their faces!”

4 So the army killed them. Then
Demetrius sat upon the throne of his
kingdom.

5 All the lawless and ungodly men of Is-
rael came to him. Alcimus was their leader,
desiring to be high priest.

6They accused the people to the king, say-
ing, “Judas and his kindred have destroyed
all your friends, andhave scattered us from
our own land.

7 Now therefore send a man whom you
trust, and let him go and see all the destruc-
tion which he has brought on us and the
king’s country, and how he has punished
them and all who helped them.”

8 So the king chose Bacchides, one of the
king’s‡ friends, who was ruler in the coun-
try beyond the river, and was a great man
in the kingdom, and faithful to the king.

9He sent him and that ungodly Alcimus,
whomhemade the high priest; and he com-
manded him to take vengeance upon the
children of Israel.

10 They marched away and came with a
great army into the land of Judah. He sent
messengers to Judas and his kindred with
words of peace deceitfully.

11 They paid no attention to their words;
for they sawthat theyhadcomewithagreat
army.
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12A group of scribes gathered together to
Alcimus and Bacchides to seek just terms.

13 The§ Hasidaeans were the first
amongst the children of Israel who sought
peace from them,

14 for they said, “Onewho is a priest of the
seed of Aaron has come with the army, and
he will do us no wrong.”

15 He spoke with them words of peace,
and swore to them, saying, “We won’t seek
to harm you or your friends.”

16They trusted him. Then he seized sixty
men of them, and killed them in one day,
according to the word which was written,
17 †The flesh of your saints

and their blood was shed all around
Jerusalem,

and there was no one to bury them.
18 The fear and the dread of them fell

upon all the people, for they said, “There
is neither truth nor justice in them; for
theyhavebroken the covenant and theoath
which they swore.”

19 Bacchides withdrew from Jerusalem,
and encamped in Bezeth. He sent and
seizedmanyof thedeserterswhowerewith
him, and some of the people, and he killed
them, throwing them into a large pit.

20 He placed Alcimus in charge of the
country and leftwithhima force to aidhim.
Then Bacchides went away to the king.

21Alcimus struggled to maintain his high
priesthood.

22 All those who troubled their people
joined him, and they took control of the
land of Judah, and did great damage in
Israel.

23 Judas saw all the wrongs that Alcimus
and his company had done amongst the
children of Israel, even more than the Gen-
tiles.

24 He went out into all the borders of
Judea and took vengeance on the men who
had deserted from him, and they were re-
strained from going out into the country.

25 But when Alcimus saw that Judas and
his company had grown strong, and knew
that he was not able to withstand them,
he returned to the king, and brought evil
accusations against them.

26 ‡Then the king sent Nicanor, one of his
honourable princes, a man who hated Is-
rael and was their enemy, and commanded
him to destroy the people.

27Nicanor came to Jerusalemwith a great
army. He sent to Judas and his kindred
deceitfully with words of peace, saying,

28 “Let there be no battle betweenme and
you; I will come with a fewmen, that I may
see your faces in peace.”

29 He came to Judas, and they saluted
one another peaceably. The enemies were
ready to seize Judas by violence.

30This was known to Judas, that he came
to him with deceit, and he was very afraid
of him, and would see his face nomore.

31 Nicanor found out that his plan was
disclosed; and he went out to meet Judas in
battle beside Capharsalama.

32 About five hundred men of Nicanor’s
army fell, and the rest fled into the city of
David.

33 After these things, Nicanor went up to
mount Zion. Some of the priests came out
of the sanctuary, with some of the elders
of the people, to salute him peaceably, and
to show him the whole burnt sacrifice that
was being offered for the king.

34He mocked them, laughed at them, de-
rided them shamefully,§ spoke arrogantly,

35 and swore in a rage, saying, “Unless
Judas and his army are now delivered into
my hands, it shall be that, if I return safely,
I will burn up this house!” And he went out
in a great rage.

36Thepriests entered in, and stoodbefore
thealtarand the temple; and theywept, and
said,

37 “You chose this house to be called by
your name, to be a house of prayer and
supplication for your people.

38 Take vengeance on this man and his
army, and let them fall by the sword. Re-
member their blasphemies, anddon’t allow
them to live any longer.”

39ThenNicanorwent out from Jerusalem
and encamped in Bethhoron, and there the
Syrian armymet him.

40 Judas encamped in Adasa with three
thousandmen. Judas prayed and said,

41 “When those who came from the king
blasphemed, your angel went out, and
struck amongst them one hundred and
eighty-five thousand.

42 Even so, crush this army before us to-
day, and let all the rest know that he has
spoken wickedly against your sanctuary.
Judge him according to his wickedness.”

43 On the thirteenth day of the month
Adar, the armies met in battle. Nicanor’s
army was defeated, and he himself was the
first to fall in the battle.

44Now when his army saw that Nicanor
had fallen, they threw away their weapons
and fled.
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45 They pursued them a day’s journey
from Adasa until you come to† Gazara, and
they sounded an alarm after themwith the
signal trumpets.

46 Men came out of all the surround-
ing villages of Judea, and outflanked them.
These turned them back on those, and they
all fell by the sword. There wasn’t one of
them left.

47 The Jews took the spoils and the booty,
and theycutoffNicanor’sheadandhis right
hand, which he had stretched out so arro-
gantly, and brought them, and hung them
up beside Jerusalem.

48The people were exceedingly glad, and
theykept that dayas adayof great gladness.

49 ‡They ordained to keep this day year by
year on the thirteenth day of Adar.

50So the landof Judahhad rest a fewdays.

8
1 Judas heard of the fame of the Romans,

that they are valiant men, and have plea-
sure in allwho join themselves to them, and
make friends with all who come to them,

2 and that they are valiant men. They
told him of their wars and exploits which
they do amongst the Gauls, and how they
conquered them, and forced them to pay
tribute;

3 and what things they did in the land of
Spain, that they might take control of the
silver and goldmines which were there;

4and how by their policy and persistence
they conquered all the place (and the place
was exceedingly far from them), and the
kings who came against them from the ut-
termost part of the earth, until they had
defeated them, and struck them severely;
and how the rest give them tribute year by
year.

5 Philip, and Perseus, king of Chittim,
and those who lifted up themselves against
them, they defeated in battle, and con-
quered them.

6 Antiochus also, the great king of Asia,
came against them to battle, having one
hundred and twenty elephants, with cav-
alry, chariots, and an exceedingly great
army, and he was defeated by them.

7 They took him alive, and decreed that
both he and those who reigned after him
shouldgive themagreat tribute, andshould
give hostages, and a parcel of land from the
best of their provinces:

8 the countries of India,Media, and Lydia.
They took them fromhim, and gave them to
King Eumenes.

9 Judas heard how the Greeks planned to
come and destroy them,

10 but this became known to them, and
they sent against them a general who
fought against them, andmany of them fell
down wounded to death, and they made
captive their wives and their children, and
plundered them, and conquered their land,
and pulled down their strongholds, and
plundered them, and brought them into
bondage to this day.

11 The remaining kingdoms and islands,
asmanyas roseupagainst thematany time,
they destroyed and made them to be their
servants;

12 but with their friends and those who
relied on them they stayed friends. They
conquered the kingdoms that were near
and those that were far off, and all that
heard of their famewere afraid of them.

13 Moreover, whoever they desired to
help and to make kings, these they make
kings; and whoever they desired, they de-
pose. They are exalted exceedingly.

14 For all this, none of them ever put on a
crown, neither did they clothe themselves
with purple, as a display of grandeur.

15 Judas heard how they had made for
themselves a senate house, and day by day,
three hundred and twentymen sat in coun-
cil, consulting always for the people, to the
end theymight be well governed,

16 and how they commit their govern-
ment to one man year by year, that he
should rule over them, and control all their
country, and all are obedient to that one,
and there is neither envy nor emulation
amongst them.

17 So Judas chose Eupolemus the son of
John, the son of Accos, and Jason the son of
Eleazar, and sent them to Rome, to establish
friendship and alliance with them,

18and that they should free the yoke from
themselves; for they saw that the kingdom
of the Greeks kept Israel in bondage.

19 Then they went to Rome, a very long
journey, and they entered into the senate
house, and said,

20 “Judas, who is also called Maccabaeus,
and his kindred, and the people of the Jews,
have sent us to you, to make an alliance
and peace with you, and that we might be
registered as your allies and friends.”

21This thing was pleasing to them.
22 This is the copy of the writing which

they wrote back again on tables of brass,
and sent to Jerusalem, that it might be with
them there for a memorial of peace and
alliance:

23 “Good success be to the Romans, and to
the nation of the Jews, by sea and by land
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forever. May the sword and the enemy be
far from them.

24 But if war arises for Rome first, or any
of their allies in all their dominion,

25 thenationof the Jews shall help themas
allies, as theoccasion shall indicate to them,
with all their heart.

26 To those who make war upon them,
they shall not give supplies, food, weapons,
money, or ships, as it has seemed good to
Rome, and they shall keep their ordinances
without taking anything in return.

27 In the same way, moreover, if war
comes first upon the nation of the Jews, the
Romans shall willingly help them as allies,
as the occasion shall indicate to them;

28 and to those who are fighting with
them, there shall not be given food,
weapons, money, or ships, as it has seemed
good to Rome. They shall keep these
ordinances, and that without deceit.

29 According to these terms, the Romans
made a treaty with the Jewish people.

30 But if hereafter the one party and the
other shall determine to add or diminish
anything, they shall do it at their pleasure,
and whatever they add or take away shall
be ratified.

31 Concerning the evils which King
Demetrius is doing to them, we have
written tohim, saying, ‘Whyhaveyoumade
your yoke heavy on our friends and allies
the Jews?

32 If therefore they plead any more
against you, we will do them justice, and
fight with you on sea and on land.’ ”

9
1 Demetrius heard that Nicanor had

fallen with his forces in battle, and he sent
Bacchides and Alcimus again into the land
of Judah a second time, and the right wing
of his armywith them.

2 They went by the way that leads to Gil-
gal, and encamped againstMesaloth,which
is in Arbela, and took possession of it, and
killedmany people.

3The first month of the one hundred and
fifty-second year, †they encamped against
Jerusalem.

4 Then they marched away and went to
Berea with twenty thousand infantry and
two thousand cavalry.

5 Judaswas encamped at Elasawith three
thousand chosenmen.

6 They saw the multitude of the forces,
that they were many, and they were terri-
fied. Many slipped away out of the army.
Therewere not left of themmore than eight
hundredmen.

7 Judas saw that his army slipped away
and that the battle pressed upon him, and
he was very troubled in spirit, because he
had no time to gather them together, and he
became faint.

8 He said to those who were left, “Let’s
arise and go up against our adversaries, if
perhapswemaybe able tofightwith them.”

9 They tried to dissuade him, saying,
“There isnowayweareable; but let’s rather
save our lives now. Let’s return again with
our kindred, and fight against them; butwe
are too few.”

10 Judas said, “Let it not be so that I should
do this thing, to flee from them. If our time
has come, let’s die in a manly way for our
kindred’s sake, and not leave a cause of
reproach against our honour.”

11The armymarched out from the camp,
and stood to encounter them. The cavalry
was divided into two companies, and the
slingers and the archers went before the
army, and all themightymen that fought in
the front of the battle.

12 Bacchides was in the right wing. The
phalanx advanced on the two parts, and
they blewwith their trumpets.

13 The men by Judas’ side sounded with
their trumpets, and the earth shook with
the shout of the armies, and the battle was
joined, and continued from morning until
evening.

14 Judas saw that Bacchides and the
strength of his army were on the right side,
and all that were brave in heart went with
him,

15 and the right wing was defeated by
them, and he pursued after them to the
mount Azotus.

16 Those who were on the left wing saw
that the right wing was defeated, and they
turned and followed in the footsteps of Ju-
das and of those whowere with him.

17 The battle became desparate, and
many on both sides fell wounded to death.

18 Judas fell, and the rest fled.
19 Jonathan and Simon took Judas their

brother, and buried him in the tomb of his
ancestors at Modin.

20 They wept for him. All Israel made
great lamentation for him, and mourned
many days, and said,

21“How themighty has fallen, the saviour
of Israel!”

22 The rest of the acts of Judas, and his
wars, and the valiant deeds which he did,
and his greatness, are not written; for they
were exceedingly many.
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23 It came to pass after the death of Judas,
that the lawless emergedwithin all the bor-
ders of Israel. All those who did iniquity
rose up.

24 In those days there was an exceedingly
great famine, and the country went over to
their side.

25 Bacchides chose the ungodly men and
made them rulers of the country.

26 They enquired and searched for the
friends of Judas, and brought them to Bac-
chides, and he took vengeance on themand
used them despitefully.

27 There was great suffering in Israel,
such as was not since the time prophets
stopped appearing to them.

28 All the friends of Judas were gathered
together, and they said to Jonathan,

29 “Since your brother Judas has died, we
have no man like him to go out against our
enemies and Bacchides, and amongst those
of our nation who hate us.

30Now thereforewehave chosen you this
day to be our prince and leader in his place,
that youmay fight our battles.”

31 So Jonathan took the governance upon
him at that time, and rose up in the place of
his brother Judas.

32When Bacchides found out, he tried to
kill him.

33 Jonathan, and Simon his brother, and
all who were with him, knew it; and they
fled into the wilderness of Tekoah, and en-
camped by the water of the pool of Asphar.

34 Bacchides found this out on the Sab-
bath day, and came—he and all his army—
over the Jordan.

35 Jonathan sent his brother, a leader of
themultitude, and implored his friends the
Nabathaeans, that they might store their
baggage, which wasmuch, with them.

36 The children of Jambri came out of
Medaba, and seized John and all that he
had, and went their way with it.

37 But after these things, they brought
word to Jonathan and Simon his brother
that thechildrenof Jambriwerecelebrating
a great wedding, and were bringing the
bride, a daughter of one of the great nobles
of Canaan, from Nadabath with a large es-
cort.

38 They remembered John their brother,
andwent up, and hid themselves under the
cover of themountain.

39 They lifted up their eyes and looked,
and saw a great procession with much bag-
gage. The bridegroom came out with his
friends and his kindred to meet them with
timbrels, musicians, andmanyweapons.

40 They rose up against them from their
ambush and killed them, and many fell
wounded to death. The remnant fled into
the mountain, and the Jews took all their
spoils.

41So theweddingwas turned intomourn-
ing, and the voice of their musicians into
lamentation.

42 They avenged fully the blood of their
brother, and turned back to the marshes of
the Jordan.

43Bacchides heard it, and he came on the
Sabbath day to the banks of Jordan with a
great army.

44 Jonathan said to his company, “Let’s
stand up now and fight for our lives, for
things are different today than they were
yesterday and the day before.

45 For, behold, the battle is before us and
behind us. Moreover the water of the Jor-
dan is on this side and on that side, and
marsh and thicket. There is no place to
escape.

46Now therefore cry to heaven, that you
may be delivered out of the hand of your
enemies.”

47 So the battle was joined, and Jonathan
stretched out his hand to strike Bacchides,
and he turned away back from him.

48 Jonathan and thosewhowerewith him
leapt into the Jordan, and swam over to the
other side. The enemy didn’t pass over the
Jordan against them.

49 About a thousand men of Bacchides’
company fell that day;

50 and he returned to Jerusalem. They
built strong cities in Judea, the stronghold
that was in Jericho, and Emmaus, Beth-
horon, Bethel, Timnath, Pharathon, and
Tephon,with highwalls and gates andbars.

51 He set garrisons in them to harass Is-
rael.

52 He fortified the city Bethsura, Gazara,
and the citadel, and put troops and stores of
food in them.

53He took the sons of the chiefmen of the
country for hostages, and put them under
guard in the citadel at Jerusalem.

54And in the one hundred and fifty-third
year,‡ in the second month, Alcimus gave
orders to pull down the wall of the inner
court of the sanctuary. He also pulled down
the works of the prophets.

55 He began to pull down. At that time
was Alcimus stricken, and his works were
hindered; and his mouth was stopped, and
he was taken with a palsy, and he could
no more speak anything and give orders
concerning his house.
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56 Alcimus died at that time with great
torment.

57 Bacchides saw that Alcimus was dead,
and he returned to the king. Then the land
of Judah had rest for two years.

58 Then all the lawless men took counsel,
saying, “Behold, Jonathan and his men are
dwelling at ease and in security. Now there-
fore we will bring Bacchides, and he will
capture them all in one night.

59They went and consulted with him.
60Hemarched out and came with a great

army, and sent letters secretly to all his
allies who were in Judea, that they should
seize Jonathan and those who were with
him; but they couldn’t, because their plan
was known to them.

61 Jonathan’smen seized about fifty of the
menof the countrywhowere authors of the
wickedness, and he killed them.

62 Jonathan, Simon, and those who were
with him, went away to Bethbasi, which
is in the wilderness, and he built up that
which had been pulled down, and they
made it strong.

63 Bacchides found out about it, and he
gathered together all his multitude, and
sent orders to those whowere of Judea.

64 He went and encamped against Beth-
basi and fought against it many days, and
made engines of war.

65 Jonathan left his brother Simon in the
city, and went out into the country, and he
went with a fewmen.

66 He struck Odomera and his kindred,
and the children of Phasiron in their tents.

67 They began to strike them, and to go
upwith their forces. Then Simon and those
whowerewith himwent out of the city, and
set the engines of war on fire,

68 and fought against Bacchides, and he
was defeated by them. They afflicted him
severely; for his counsel and expedition
was in vain.

69They were very angry with the lawless
men who gave him counsel to come into
the country, and they killed many of them.
Then he decided to depart into his own
land.

70 Jonathan learnt of this and sent ambas-
sadors to him, to the end that they should
make peace with him, and that he should
restore to them the captives.

71He accepted the thing, and did accord-
ing to his words, and swore to him that he
would not seek his harm all the days of his
life.

72He restored to him the captives which
hehad takenbeforeoutof the landof Judah,

and he returned and departed into his own
land, and didn’t come any more into their
borders.

73 Thus the sword ceased from Israel.
Jonathan lived at Michmash. Jonathan be-
gan to judge the people; and he destroyed
the ungodly out of Israel.

10
1 In the one hundred sixtieth year,†

Alexander Epiphanes, the son of Antiochus,
went up and took possession of Ptolemais.
They received him, and he reigned there.

2KingDemetrius heard about this, andhe
gathered together exceedingly great forces,
and went out to meet him in battle.

3Demetrius sent a letter to Jonathanwith
words of peace, so as to honour him.

4 For he said, “Let’s go beforehand to
make peace with them, before he makes
peace with Alexander against us;

5 for he will remember all the evils that
we have done against him, and to his kin-
dred and to his nation.”

6 So he gave him authority to gather
together forces, and to provide weapons,
and that he should be his ally. He also
commanded that they should release the
hostages that were in the citadel to him.

7 Jonathan came to Jerusalem, and read
the letter in the hearing of all the people,
and of those whowere in the citadel.

8They were very afraid when they heard
that the king had given him authority to
gather together an army.

9 Those in the citadel released the
hostages to Jonathan, and he restored them
to their parents.

10 Jonathan lived in Jerusalem and began
to build and renew the city.

11Hecommanded thosewhodid thework
to build the walls and encircle Mount Zion
with‡ square stones for defence; and they
did so.

12 The foreigners who were in the
strongholds which Bacchides had built fled
away.

13 Each man left his place and departed
into his own land.

14Only at Bethsura, there were left some
of those who had forsaken the law and the
commandments, for itwas a place of refuge
to them.

15King Alexander heard all the promises
which Demetrius had sent to Jonathan.
They told him of the battles and the valiant
deeds which he and his kindred had done,
and of the troubles which they had en-
dured.
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16So he said, “Couldwe find anotherman
like him? Now we will make him our§
friend and ally.”

17He wrote a letter and sent it to him, in
these words, saying,

18 “King Alexander to his brother
Jonathan, greetings.

19 We have heard of you, that you are a
mighty man of valour, and worthy to be
our† friend.

20 Now we have appointed you this day
to be high priest of your nation, and to be
called the king’s‡ friend, and to take our
side, and to keep friendship with us.” He
also sent to him a purple robe and a golden
crown.

21And Jonathan put on the holy garments
in the seventh month of the one hundred
sixtieth year,§ at the feast of tabernacles;
and he gathered together forces and pro-
vided weapons in abundance.

22WhenDemetriusheard these things, he
was grieved and said,

23 “What is this that we have done,
that Alexander has gotten ahead of us in
establishing friendship with the Jews to
strengthen himself?

24 I also will write to them words of en-
couragement and of honour and of gifts,
that theymay be withme to aidme.”

25 So he sent to them this message:
“KingDemetrius to thenation of the Jews,

greetings.
26 Since as you have kept your covenants

with us, and continued in our friendship,
and have not joined yourselves to our ene-
mies, we have heard of this, and are glad.

27Nowcontinue still to keep faithwith us,
and we will repay you with good in return
for your dealings with us.

28 We will grant you many immunities
and give you gifts.

29 “Now I free you and release all the Jews
from the tributes, from the salt tax, and
from the crown levies.

30 Instead of the third part of the seed,
and instead of half of the fruit of the trees,
which falls tome to receive, I release it from
this day and henceforth, so that I will not
take it from the land of Judah, and from the
three districts which are added to it from
the country of Samaria and Galilee, from
this day forth and for all time.

31 Let Jerusalem be holy and free, with
her borders, tithes, and taxes.

32 I yield up also my authority over the
citadel which is at Jerusalem, and give it to
the high priest, that he may appoint in it
menwhom he chooses to keep it.

33 Every soul of the Jews who has been
carried captive from the land of Judah into
anypart ofmykingdom, I set at libertywith-
out payment. Let all officials also cancel the
taxes on their livestock.

34 “All the feasts, the Sabbaths, new
moons, appointed days, three days before a
feast, and three days after a feast, let them
all be days of immunity and release for all
the Jews who are inmy kingdom.

35 No man shall have authority to exact
anything from any of them, or to trouble
them concerning anymatter.

36 “Let there be enrolled amongst the
king’s forces about thirty thousand men of
the Jews, and pay shall be given to them, as
is due to all the king’s forces.

37 Of them, some shall be placed in the
king’s great strongholds, and some of them
shall be placed over the affairs of the king-
dom, which are positions of trust. Let those
who are over them and their rulers be of
themselves, and let them walk after their
own laws, even as the king has commanded
in the land of Judah.

38 “The three districts that have been
added to Judea from the country of
Samaria, let them be annexed to Judea,
that they may be reckoned to be under one
ruler, that they may not obey any other
authority than the high priest’s.

39 As for Ptolemais and its land, I have
given it as a gift to the sanctuary that is at
Jerusalem, for the expenses of the sanctu-
ary.

40 I also give every year fifteen thousand
shekels of silver from the king’s revenues
from the places that are appropriate.

41 And all the additional funds which
those who manage the king’s affairs didn’t
pay as in the first years, they shall give from
now on towards the works of the temple.

42 Besides this, the five thousand shekels
of silver which they received from the uses
of the sanctuary from the revenue year by
year is also released, because it belongs to
the priests whominister there.

43 Whoever flees to the temple that is at
Jerusalem, and within all of its borders,
whether one owemoney to the king, or any
othermatter, let themgo free, alongwith all
that they have inmy kingdom.

44 For the building and renewing of the
structures of the sanctuary, the expense
shall also be given out of the king’s revenue.

45 For the building of the walls of
Jerusalem and fortifying it all around, the
expense shall also be given out of the king’s
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revenue, also for the building of the walls
in Judea.”

46 Now when Jonathan and the people
heard these words, they gave no credence
to them, and didn’t accept them, because
they remembered the great evil which he
had done in Israel, and that he had afflicted
them very severely.

47 They were well pleased with Alexan-
der, because he was the first who spoke
wordsofpeace to them, and theywereallies
with him always.

48 King Alexander gathered together
great forcesandencampednearDemetrius.

49 The two kings joined battle, and the
army of Alexander fled; and Demetrius
followed after him, and prevailed against
them.

50He strengthened the battle exceedingly
until the sunwentdown; andDemetrius fell
that day.

51 Alexander sent ambassadors to
Ptolemy king of Egypt with this message:

52 “Since I have returned to my kingdom,
and am seated on the throne of my fa-
thers, and have established my dominion,
and have overthrown Demetrius, and have
taken possession of our country—

53yes, I joined the battle with him, and he
and his army were defeated by us, and we
sat on the throne of his kingdom—

54 now also let’s make friends with one
another. Giveme now your daughter as my
wife. I will be joinedwith you, andwill give
both you and her gifts worthy of you.”

55 Ptolemy the king answered, saying,
“Happy is the day you returned to the land
of your ancestors and sat on the throne of
their kingdom.

56Now I will do to you as you have writ-
ten, but meet me at Ptolemais, that we may
see one another; and I will join with you,
even as you have said.”

57 So Ptolemy went out of Egypt, himself
and Cleopatra his daughter, and came to
Ptolemais in the one hundred and sixty-
second year.†

58 King Alexander met him, and he gave
him his daughter Cleopatra, and celebrated
her wedding at Ptolemais with great pomp,
as kings do.

59King Alexanderwrote to Jonathan, that
he should come tomeet him.

60 He went with pomp to Ptolemais, and
met the two kings. He gave them and their
friends‡ silver andgold, andmanygifts, and
found favour in their sight.

61 Some malcontents out of Israel, men
who were transgressors of the law, gath-
ered together against him to complain
against him; but the king paid no attention
to them.

62 The king commanded that they take
off Jonathan’s garments and clothe him in
purple, and they did so.

63 The king made him sit with him, and
said tohis princes, “Gooutwithhim into the
midst of the city, and proclaim that no man
may complain against him of any matter,
and let noman trouble him for any reason.”

64 It came to pass, when those who com-
plained against him saw his honour ac-
cording to the proclamation, and saw him
clothed in purple, they all fled away.

65 The king gave him honour, and en-
rolled him amongst his chief friends,§ and
made him a captain and governor of a
province.

66 Then Jonathan returned to Jerusalem
with peace and gladness.

67 In the one hundred and sixty-fifth
year,† Demetrius, son of Demetrius, came
out of Crete into the land of his ancestors.

68 When King Alexander heard of it, he
grieved exceedingly and returned to Anti-
och.

69 Demetrius appointed Apollonius, who
was over Coelesyria, and he gathered to-
gether a great army, and encamped against
Jamnia, and sent to Jonathan the high
priest, saying,

70 “You alone lift up yourself against us,
but I am ridiculed and in reproach because
of you. Why do you assume authority
against us in themountains?

71 Now therefore, if you trust in your
forces, come down to us into the plain, and
let’s match strength with each other there;
for the power of the cities is withme.

72 Ask and learn who I am, and the rest
whohelpus. They say, ‘Your foot can’t stand
before our face; for your ancestors have
been put to flight twice in their own land.’

73 Now you won’t be able to withstand
the cavalry and such an army as this in the
plain, where there is no stone or pebble, or
place to flee.”

74NowwhenJonathanheard thewordsof
Apollonius, he was moved in his mind, and
he chose ten thousand men, and went out
from Jerusalem; and Simonhis brothermet
him to help him.

75 Then he encamped against Joppa. The
people of the city shut him out, because
Apollonius had a garrison in Joppa.

† 10:57: circa B.C. 151. ‡ 10:60: See 1 Maccabees 2:18. Compare 1 Maccabees 10:65. § 10:65: See 1 Maccabees
11:27; 2 Maccabees 8:9. Compare 1Maccabees 2:18; 10:16, etc. † 10:67: circa B.C. 148.



1Maccabees 10:76 925 1Maccabees 11:19

76 So they fought against it. The people of
thecitywereafraid, andopened tohim; and
Jonathan becamemaster of Joppa.

77 Apollonius heard about that, and he
gathered an army of three thousand cav-
alry, and a great army, and went to Azotus
as though he were on a journey, and at
the same time advanced onward into the
plain, becausehehadamultitudeof cavalry
which he trusted.

78 He pursued him to Azotus, and the
armies joined battle.‡

79Apollonius had secretly left a thousand
cavalry behind them.

80 Jonathan learnt that there was an am-
bush behind him. They surrounded his
army, and shot their arrows at the people,
frommorning until evening;

81 but the people stood fast, as Jonathan
commanded them; and the enemy’s horses
grew tired.

82Then Simon brought forward his army
and joined battle with the phalanx (for the
cavalry were exhausted), and they were
defeated by him and fled.

83The cavalrywere scattered in the plain.
They fled to Azotus and entered into Beth-
dagon, their idol’s temple, to save them-
selves.

84 Jonathan burnt Azotus and the cities
around it and took their spoils. Heburnt the
temple of Dagon and those who fled into it
with fire.

85 Those who had fallen by the sword
plus thosewhowereburntwereabouteight
thousandmen.

86 From there, Jonathan left and en-
camped against Ascalon. The people of the
city came out tomeet himwith great pomp.

87 Jonathan, with those who were on his
side, returned to Jerusalem, having many
spoils.

88 It came to pass, when King Alexander
heard these things, he honoured Jonathan
evenmore.

89 He sent him a gold buckle, as the cus-
tom is to give to the king’s kindred. He gave
him Ekron and all its land for a possession.

11
1 Then the king of Egypt gathered to-

gether great forces, as the sand which is by
the sea shore, and many ships, and sought
tomakehimselfmasterofAlexander’sking-
dom by deceit, and to add it to his own
kingdom.

2 He went out into Syria with words of
peace, and the people of the cities opened
their gates to him and met him; for King

Alexander’s commandwas that they should
meet him, because hewas his father-in-law.

3 Now as he entered into the cities of
Ptolemais, he set his forces for a garrison in
each city.

4 But when he came near to Azotus, they
showedhimthe templeofDagonburntwith
fire, and Azotus and its pasture lands de-
stroyed, and the bodies cast out, and those
who had been burnt, whom he burnt in the
war, for they hadmade heaps of them in his
way.

5 They told the king what Jonathan had
done, that they might cast blame on him;
but the king kept silent.

6 Jonathan met the king with pomp at
Joppa, and they greeted one another, and
they slept there.

7 Jonathan went with the king as far as
the river that is called Eleutherus, then re-
turned to Jerusalem.

8 But King Ptolemy took control of the
cities along the sea coast, to Selucia which
is by the sea, and he devised evil plans
concerning Alexander.

9He sent ambassadors toKingDemetrius,
saying, “Come! Let’s make a covenant with
one another, and I will give you my daugh-
ter whom Alexander has, and you shall
reign over your father’s kingdom;

10 for I regret that I gave my daughter to
him, for he tried to kill me.

11Heaccusedhim, becausehe covetedhis
kingdom.

12Taking his daughter from him, he gave
her to Demetrius, and was estranged from
Alexander, and their enmity was openly
seen.

13 Ptolemy entered into Antioch, and put
on himself the crown of Asia. He put two
crowns upon his head, the crown of Egypt
and that of Asia.

14 But King Alexander was in Cilicia at
that time, because the people of that region
were in revolt.

15 When Alexander heard of it, he came
against him in war. Ptolemy marched out
and met him with a strong force, and put
him to flight.

16 Alexander fled into Arabia, that he
might be sheltered there; but King Ptolemy
was triumphant.

17 Zabdiel the Arabian took off Alexan-
der’s head, and sent it to Ptolemy.

18 King Ptolemy died the third day after,
and thosewhowere inhis strongholdswere
slain by the inhabitants of the strongholds.

19Demetrius became king in the one hun-
dred and sixty-seventh year.†

‡ 10:78: Most of the authorities here repeat after him. † 11:19: circa B.C. 146.
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20 In those days Jonathan gathered to-
gether the Judeans to take the citadel that
was at Jerusalem. He made many engines
of war to use against it.

21Some lawlessmenwhohated their own
nationwent to the king and reported to him
that Jonathan was besieging the citadel.

22He heard, and was angry, but when he
heard it, he set out immediately, and came
to Ptolemais, and wrote to Jonathan, that
he should not besiege it, and that he should
meet him and speak with him at Ptolemais
with all speed.

23But when Jonathan heard this, he gave
orders to continue the siege. He chose some
of the elders of Israel and of the priests, and
put himself in peril

24by taking silver, gold, clothing, and var-
ious other presents, and went to Ptolemais
to the king. Then he found favour in his
sight.

25Some lawlessmenof thosewhowere of
the nationmade complaints against him,

26 and the king did to him even as his
predecessors had done to him, and exalted
him in the sight of all his‡ friends,

27 and confirmed to him the high priest-
hood, and all the other honours that he
had before, and gave him preeminence
amongst his§ chief friends.

28 And Jonathan requested of the king
that he would make Judea free from trib-
ute, along with the three† provinces and
the country of Samaria, and promised him
three hundred talents.

29 The king consented, and wrote letters
to Jonathan concerning all these things as
follows:

30 “King Demetrius to his brother
Jonathan, and to the nation of the Jews,
greetings.

31 The copy of the letter which we wrote
to Lasthenes our kinsman concerning you,
we have written also to you, that you may
see it.

32 ‘King Demetrius to Lasthenes his fa-
ther, greetings.

33We have determined to do good to the
nation of the Jews, who are our friends, and
observe what is just towards us, because of
their good will towards us.

34We have confirmed therefore to them
theborders of Judea, andalso the three gov-
ernments of Aphaerema, Lydda, and Ra-
mathaim (these were added to Judea from
the country of Samaria), and all their ter-
ritory to them, for all who do sacrifice in
Jerusalem, instead of the king’s dues which
the king received of them yearly before

from the produce of the earth and the fruits
of trees.

35 As for the other payments to us from
henceforth, of the tithes and the taxes that
pertain to us, and the salt pits, and the
crown taxes due to us, all these wewill give
back to them.

36 Not one of these grants shall be an-
nulled from this time forth and forever.

37 Now therefore be careful to make a
copy of these things, and let it be given to
Jonathan, and let it be set up on the holy
mountain in a suitable and conspicuous
place.’ ”

38WhenKingDemetrius sawthat the land
was quiet before him, and that no resis-
tancewasmade to him, he sent away all his
troops, each man to his own place, except
the foreign troops, which he had raised
from the islands of the Gentiles. So all the
troops of his fathers hated him.

39 Now Tryphon was one of those who
previously had been on Alexander’s side,
and he saw that all the forces murmured
against Demetrius. So he went to Imalcue
the Arabian, who was raising up Antiochus
the young child of Alexander,

40 and urgently insisted to him that he
should deliver him to him, that he might
reign in his father’s place. He told him all
that Demetrius had done, and the hatred
with which his forces hated him; and he
stayed there many days.

41Now Jonathan sent to King Demetrius,
that he should remove the troops of the
citadel from Jerusalem, and the troops who
were in the strongholds; for they fought
against Israel continually.

42 Demetrius sent to Jonathan, saying, “I
will not only do this for you and your na-
tion, but I will greatly honour you and your
nation, if I find an opportunity.

43Now therefore you shall do well if you
send me men who will fight for me; for all
my forces have revolted.”

44 So Jonathan sent him three thousand
valiant men to Antioch. They came to the
king, and the kingwas glad at their coming.

45 The people of the city gathered them-
selves together into the midst of the city,
to the number of one hundred and twenty
thousand men, and they wanted to kill the
king.

46 The king fled into the court of the
palace, and the people of the city seized the
main streets of the city and began to fight.

47 The king called the Jews to help him,
and they were gathered together to him
all at once, and they dispersed themselves

‡ 11:26: See 1Maccabees 2:18. § 11:27: See 1Maccabees 10:65. † 11:28: Gr. toparchies
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in the city, and killed that day about one
hundred thousand.

48 They set the city on fire, and seized
many spoils that day, and saved the king.

49The people of the city saw that the Jews
had takencontrol of the city as theypleased,
and they became faint in their hearts, and
they cried out to the kingwith supplication,
saying,

50 “Give us your right hand, and let the
Jews cease from fighting against us and the
city.”

51 They threw away their weapons and
made peace. The Jews were glorified in
the sight of the king, and before all who
were in his kingdom. Then they returned to
Jerusalem, havingmuch plunder.

52 So King Demetrius sat on the throne of
his kingdom, and the land was quiet before
him.

53 He lied in all that he spoke, and es-
tranged himself from Jonathan, and didn’t
repay him according to the benefits with
which he had repaid him, and treated him
very harshly.

54Now after this, Tryphon returned, and
with him the young child Antiochus, who
reigned and put on a crown.

55All the forceswhichDemetriushadsent
away with disgrace were gathered to him,
and they fought against him, and he fled
andwas routed.

56 Tryphon took the elephants, and took
control of Antioch.

57 The young Antiochus wrote to
Jonathan, saying, “I confirm to you the
high priesthood, and appoint you over the
four districts, and to be one of the king’s‡
friends.”

58Hesent tohimgoldenvessels and furni-
ture for the table, and gave him permission
to drink in golden vessels, and to be clothed
in purple, and to have a golden buckle.

59 He made his brother Simon governor
from the Ladder of Tyre to the borders of
Egypt.

60 Jonathanwent out and tookhis journey
beyond the river and through the cities. All
the forces of Syria gathered themselves to
him tobehis allies. He came toAscalon, and
the people of the city met him honourably.

61 He departed from there to Gaza, and
the people of Gaza shut him out. So he
besieged it and burnt its pasture lands with
fire, and plundered them.

62 The people of Gaza pleaded with
Jonathan, and he gave them his right hand,
and took the sons of their princes for
hostages, and sent them away to Jerusalem.

Then he passed through the country as far
as Damascus.

63 Then Jonathan heard that Demetrius’
princes had come to Kedesh, which is in
Galilee, with a great army, intending to re-
move him from his office.

64Hewent tomeet them, buthe left Simon
his brother in the country.

65SimonencampedagainstBethsura, and
fought against itmany days, andhemmed it
in.

66 They asked him to give them his right
hand, and he gave it to them. He removed
them from there, tookpossessionof the city,
and set a garrison over it.

67 Jonathan and his army encamped at
the water of Gennesareth, and early in the
morning they marched to the plain of Ha-
zor.

68Behold, an army of foreigners met him
in the plain. They laid an ambush for him
in the mountains, but they themselves met
him face to face.

69But thosewho lay inambush rose out of
their places and joinedbattle. All thosewho
were on Jonathan’s side fled.

70 Not one of them was left, except Mat-
tathias the son of Absalom, and Judas the
son of Chalphi, captains of the forces.

71 Jonathan torehis clothes, putdirt onhis
head, and prayed.

72He turned again to them in battle, and
routed them, and they fled.

73When themen on his sidewho had fled
saw this, they returned to him and pursued
with him to Kedesh to their camp, and they
encamped there.

74 About three thousand men of the for-
eigners fell on that day. Then Jonathan
returned to Jerusalem.

12
1 Jonathan saw that the time was

favourable for him, so he chose men and
sent them to Rome to confirm and renew
the friendship that they had with them.

2He also sent similar letters to the Spar-
tans, and to other places.

3 They went to Rome, entered into the
senate house, and said, “Jonathan the high
priest and the nation of the Jews have sent
us to renew for them the friendship and the
alliance, as in former time.”

4 They gave them letters to the men in
every place, that they should provide safe
conduct for them on their way to the land
of Judah.

5 This is the copy of the letters which
Jonathan wrote to the Spartans:

‡ 11:57: See 1Maccabees 2:18.
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6“Jonathan thehighpriest, and the senate
of the nation, and the priests, and the rest of
the people of the Jews, to their kindred the
Spartans, greetings.

7Evenbefore this time letterswere sent to
Onias the high priest from Arius,†who was
reigning amongst you, to signify that you
are our kindred, as the copy written below
shows.

8 Onias welcomed honourably the man
who was sent and received the letters,
wherein declaration was made of alliance
and friendship.

9Thereforewe also, even thoughweneed
none of these things, having for our encour-
agement the holy books which are in our
hands,

10have undertaken to send that wemight
renew our brotherhood and friendship
with you, to the end that we should not
become estranged from you altogether; for
a long time has passed since you sent your
letter to us.

11We therefore at all times without ceas-
ing, both in our feasts, and on the other
convenient days, remember you in the sac-
rifices which we offer, and in our prayers,
as it is right and proper to be mindful of
kindred.

12Moreover, we are glad for your glory.
13 But as for ourselves, many afflictions

and many wars have encompassed us, and
the kings who are around us have fought
against us.

14 We were unwilling to be troublesome
to you, and to the rest of our allies and
friends, in these wars;

15 for we have the help which is from
heaven to help us, and we have been de-
livered from our enemies, and our enemies
have been humbled.

16We chose therefore Numenius the son
ofAntiochus andAntipater the sonof Jason,
andhavesent themto theRomans, to renew
the friendship that we had with them, and
the former alliance.

17 We commanded them therefore to go
also to you, and to salute you, and to deliver
you our letters concerning the renewing of
friendship and our brotherhood.

18And now youwill do well if you give us
a reply.”

19And this is the copy of the letters which
they sent to Onias:

20 “Arius king of the Spartans to Onias the
chief priest, greetings.

21 It has been found in writing, concern-
ing the Spartans and the Jews, that they are

kindred, and that they are of the descen-
dants of Abraham.

22Now, since this has come to our knowl-
edge, youwill dowell towrite to us of your‡
prosperity.

23Wemoreover write on our part to you,
that your livestock and goods are ours, and
ours are yours. We do command therefore
that theymake report to you accordingly.”

24 Now Jonathan heard that Demetrius’
princes had returned to fight against him
with a greater army than before,

25 so he marched away from Jerusalem,
andmet them in the country ofHamath; for
he gave them no opportunity to set foot in
his country.

26 He sent spies into his camp, and they
came again, and reported to him that they
were preparing to attack them at night.

27 But as soon as the sun was down,
Jonathan commanded his men to watch,
and to be armed, that all the night long
theymight be ready for battle. He stationed
sentinels around the camp.

28 The adversaries heard that Jonathan
and his men were ready for battle, and
they feared, and trembled in their hearts,
and they kindled fires in their camp then
withdrew.

29But Jonathan and his men didn’t know
it until the morning; for they saw the fires
burning.

30 Jonathan pursued after them, but
didn’t overtake them; for they had gone
over the river Eleutherus.

31Then Jonathan turned towards theAra-
bians, who are called Zabadaeans, and
struck them, and took their spoils.

32 He came out from there, and came to
Damascus, and took his journey through all
the country.

33 Simon went out, and took his journey
as far as Ascalon, and the strongholds that
werenear it. Thenhe turned towards Joppa
and took possession of it;

34 for he had heard that they were
planning to hand over the stronghold to
Demetrius’ men. He set a garrison there to
guard it.

35Then Jonathan returned and called the
elders of the people together. He planned
with them to build strongholds in Judea,

36 and to make the walls of Jerusalem
higher, and to raise a great mound between
the citadel and the city, to separate it from
the city, that so it might be isolated, that its
garrisonmight neither buy nor sell.

37 They were gathered together to build
the city. Part of the wall of the brook that is

† 12:7: So the old Latin versions and Josephus: compare also ver. 20. All the other authorities readDarius in this place.
‡ 12:22: Gr. peace
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on the east side fell down, and he repaired
the section called Chaphenatha.

38 Simon also built Adida in the§ plain
country, made it strong, and set up gates
and bars.

39And Tryphon sought to reign over Asia
and to crown himself, and to stretch out his
hand against Antiochus the king.

40 He was afraid that Jonathan wouldn’t
allow him, and that he would fight against
him; and he sought a way to seize him, that
he might destroy him. So he marched out
and came to Bethshan.

41 Jonathan came out to meet him with
forty thousand men chosen for battle, and
came to Bethshan.

42Tryphon saw that he camewith a great
army, and he was afraid to stretch out his
hand against him.

43He received him honourably, and com-
mended him to all his† friends, and gave
him gifts, and commanded his forces to be
obedient to him, as to himself.

44He said to Jonathan, “Whyhave youput
all this people to so much trouble, seeing
there is no war between us?

45 Now send them away to their homes,
but choose for yourself a fewmenwho shall
be with you, and come with me to Ptole-
mais, and I will give it to you, and the rest
of the strongholds and the rest of the forces,
and all the king’s officers. Then I will turn
around and depart; for this is why I came.”

46He put his trust in him, and did even as
he said, and sent away his forces, and they
departed into the land of Judah.

47 But he reserved to himself three thou-
sandmen, of whom he left two thousand in
Galilee, but one thousand went with him.

48 Now as soon as Jonathan entered into
Ptolemais, the people of Ptolemais shut the
gates and seized him. They killed all those
who came in with himwith the sword.

49 Tryphon sent troops and cavalry into
Galilee, and into the Great Plain, to destroy
all Jonathan’s men.

50They perceived that he had been seized
and had perished, along with those who
were with him. They encouraged one an-
other and went on their way close together,
prepared to fight.

51 Those who followed them saw that
they were ready to fight for their lives, and
turned back again.

52 They all came in peace into the land of
Judah, and they mourned for Jonathan and
those who were with him, and they were
very afraid. All Israelmournedwith a great
mourning.

53 And all the Gentiles who were around
them sought to destroy them utterly; for
they said, “They have no ruler nor anyone
to help them. Now therefore let’s fight
against them, and take away their memory
from amongst men.”

13
1Simonheard that Tryphonhadgathered

together a mighty army to come into the
land of Judah and destroy it utterly.

2He saw that the people were trembling
in great fear. So he went up to Jerusalem
and gathered the people together.

3He encouraged them, and said to them,
“You yourselves know all the things that I,
my kindred, and my father’s house have
done for the laws and the sanctuary, and
the battles and the distresses which we
have seen.

4 Because of this, all my brothers have
perished for Israel’s sake, and I am left
alone.

5 Now be it far from me, that I should
spare my own life in any time of affliction,
for I am not better thanmy kindred.

6 However, I will take vengeance for my
nation, for the sanctuary, and for ourwives
and children, because all the Gentiles have
gathered out of hatred to destroy us.”

7 The spirit of the people revived as soon
as they heard these words.

8 They answered with a loud voice, say-
ing, “Youare our leader in theplace of Judas
and Jonathan your brothers.

9Fight our battles, and we will do all that
you tell us to do.”

10 He gathered together all the men of
war, and hurried to finish the walls of
Jerusalem. He fortified it all around.

11 He sent Jonathan the son of Absalom,
and with him a great army, to Joppa. He
threw out those who were in it, and lived
there.

12 Tryphon left Ptolemais with a mighty
army to enter into the land of Judah, and
Jonathan was with him under guard.

13But SimonencampedatAdida, near the
plain.

14Tryphon knew that Simon had risen up
in the place of his brother Jonathan, and
meant to join battle with him, so he sent
ambassadors to him, saying,

15 “It is for money which Jonathan your
brother owed to the king’s treasury, by rea-
son of the offices which he had, that we are
detaining him.

16 Now send one hundred talents of sil-
ver and two of his sons for hostages, so

§ 12:38: Gr. Sephela. † 12:43: See 1Maccabees 2:18.
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that when he is released he may not revolt
against us, and wewill release him.”

17 Simon knew that they spoke to him
deceitfully, but he sent to get themoney and
the children, lest perhaps he would arouse
great hostility amongst the people,

18who might say, “Because I didn’t send
him the money and the children, he per-
ished.”

19Sohesent thechildrenand thehundred
talents, but Tryphon lied, and didn’t release
Jonathan.

20After this, Tryphon came to invade the
land and destroy it, and he went around
by the way that leads to Adora. Simon and
his armymarched near him to every place,
wherever he went.

21 Now the people of the citadel sent to
Tryphon ambassadors, urging him to come
to themthrough thewilderness, and to send
them food.

22 So Tryphon prepared all his cavalry
to come, but on that night a very heavy
snow fell, andhedidn’t comebecause of the
snow. He marched off and went into the
land of Gilead.

23 When he came near to Bascama, he
killed Jonathan, and he was buried there.

24 Then Tryphon turned back, and went
away into his own land.

25 Simon sent, and took the bones of
Jonathan his brother, and buried him at
Modin, the city of his fathers.

26All Israel made great lamentation over
him, andmourned for himmany days.

27 Simon built a monument on the tomb
of his father and his kindred, and raised it
high so that it could be seen, with polished
stone on the front and back.

28Healso setupsevenpyramids, onenear
another, for his father, his mother, and his
four brothers.

29For these, hemadeanelaborate setting,
erecting great pillars around them, and
upon the pillars he made suits of armour
for a perpetual memorial, and beside the
suits of armour, he carved ships, so that
they couldbe seenbyallwho sail on the sea.

30 This is the tomb which he made at
Modin. It remains to this day.

31Now Tryphon deceived the young King
Antiochus and killed him,

32 and reigned in his place. He put on
himself the crown of Asia and brought a
great calamity upon the land.

33 Simon built up the strongholds of
Judea, and walled them all around with

high towers, great walls, gates, and bars;
and he stored food in the strongholds.

34 Simon chose men, and sent to King
Demetrius with a request that he grant
the country an immunity, because all that
Tryphon did was to plunder.

35 King Demetrius sent to him according
to these words, and answered him, and
wrote a letter to him, as follows:

36 “King Demetrius to Simon the high
priest and friend† of kings, and to the elders
and nation of the Jews, greetings.

37Thegoldencrownand thepalmbranch,
which you sent, we have received. We are
ready to make a steadfast peace with you,
yes, and to write to our officers to release
you from tribute.

38Whatever things we confirmed to you,
they are confirmed. The strongholds,
which youhavebuilt, let thembeyour own.

39 As for any oversights and faults com-
mitted to this day, we forgive them, and the
crown taxwhich youowedus. If therewere
anyother tax collected in Jerusalem, let it be
collected no longer.

40 If any amongst you are qualified to be
enrolled in our court, let them be enrolled,
and let there be peace between us.”

41 In the one hundred seventieth year,‡
the yoke of the Gentiles was taken away
from Israel.

42 The people began to write in their in-
struments and contracts, “In the first year
of Simon, the great high priest and captain
and leader of the Jews.”

43 In those days Simon encamped
against§ Gazara, and surrounded it with
troops. He made a seige engine, and
brought it up to the city, and struck a tower,
and captured it.

44Thosewhowere in the engine leapt out
into the city; and there was a great uproar
in the city.

45The people of the city tore their clothes,
and went up on the walls with their wives
and children, and cried with a loud voice,
asking Simon to give them† his right hand.

46 They said, “Don’t deal with us accord-
ing to our wickednesses, but according to
yourmercy.”

47 So Simon was reconciled to them, and
didn’t fight against them; but he expelled
them from the city and cleansed the houses
where the idolswere, and then entered into
it with singing and giving praise.

48 He removed all uncleanness out of it,
and placed in it men who would keep the

† 13:36: See 1 Maccabees 2:18. ‡ 13:41: circa B.C. 143. § 13:43: See 1 Maccabees 13:53 (compare 1 Maccabees
13:48); 1 Maccabees 14:7, 34; 15:28; 16:1: also Josephus. All the authorities read Gaza in this verse. † 13:45: Gr. right
hands.
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law, and made it stronger than it was be-
fore, and built a dwelling place for himself
in it.

49 But the people of the citadel in
Jerusalem were hindered from going out
and from going into the country, and
from buying and selling. So they were
very hungry, and a great number of them
perished from famine.

50 Then they cried out to Simon, that he
should give them his right hand; and he
gave it to them; but he expelled them from
there, and he cleansed the citadel from its
pollutions.

51He entered into it on the twenty-third
day of the second month, in the one hun-
dred and seventy-first year,‡ with praise
and palm branches, with harps, with cym-
bals, and with stringed instruments, with
hymns, and with songs, because a great
enemy had been destroyed out of Israel.

52 Simon ordained that they should keep
that day every yearwith gladness. Hemade
the hill of the temple that was by the citadel
stronger than before, and he lived there
with his men.

53Simon saw that his son Johnwas aman,
so hemade him leader of all his forces; and
he lived in Gazara.

14
1 In the one hundred and seventy-second

year,† King Demetrius gathered his forces
together, and went into Media to get help,
that hemight fight against Tryphon.

2 When Arsaces, the king of Persia and
Media, heard that Demetrius had come into
his borders, he sent one of his princes to
take him alive.

3 He went and struck the army of
Demetrius, and seized him and brought
him to Arsaces, who put him under guard.

4 The land had rest all the days of Simon.
He sought the good of his nation. His au-
thorityandhishonourwaspleasing to them
all his days.

5Amid all his honours, he took Joppa for
a harbour, and made it an entrance for the
islands of the sea.

6 He enlarged the borders of his nation
and took possession of the country.

7He gathered together a great number of
captives, and took control of Gazara, Beth-
sura, and the citadel, and he removed its
uncleannesses from it. There was no one
who resisted him.

8 They tilled their land in peace, and the
land gave her increase, and the trees of the
plains gave their fruit.

9 The old men sat in the streets; they all
conversed together about good things. The
young men put on glorious and warlike
apparel.

10He provided food for the cities and fur-
nished them with means of defence, until
the glory of his namewas known to the end
of the earth.

11He made peace in the land, and Israel
rejoiced with great joy.

12Eachman sat under his vine and his fig
tree, and there was no one to make them
afraid.

13No one was left in the land who fought
against them. The kings were defeated in
those days.

14He strengthened all those of his people
whowerehumble. He searchedout the law,
and every lawless and wicked person he
took away.

15 He glorified the sanctuary, and added
to the vessels of the temple.

16 Itwasheard at Rome that Jonathanwas
dead, and even in Sparta, and they were
exceedingly grieved.

17 But as soon as they heard that his
brother Simon was made high priest in his
place, and ruled the country and the cities
in it,

18 they wrote to him on brass tablets to
renew with him the friendship and the al-
liance which they had confirmed with his
brothers Judas and Jonathan.

19 These were read before the congrega-
tion at Jerusalem.

20This is the copy of the letters which the
Spartans sent:

“The rulers and the city of the Spartans,
to Simon the high priest, to the elders, the
priests, and the rest of the people of the
Jews, our kindred, greetings.

21The ambassadorswhowere sent to our
people reported to us about your glory and
honour. Wewere glad for their coming,

22 and we registered the things that were
spoken by them in the public records‡ as
follows: ‘Numenius son of Antiochus, and
Antipater son of Jason, the Jews’ ambas-
sadors, came to us to renew the friendship
they had with us.

23 It pleased the people to entertain the
men honourably, and to put the copy of
their words in the public records,§ to the
end that the people of the Spartans might
have a record of them. Moreover they
wrote a copy of these things to Simon the
high priest.’ ”

24 After this, Simon sent Numenius to
Romewithagreat shieldof goldofweighing

‡ 13:51: circa B.C. 142. † 14:1: circa B.C. 141. ‡ 14:22: Gr. counsels of the people. § 14:23: Gr. books that are
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one thousand minas,† in order to confirm
the alliance with them.

25 But when the people heard these
things, they said, “What thanks shall we
give to Simon and his sons?

26 For he and his brothers and the house
of his father have made themselves strong,
and have fought and chased away Israel’s
enemies, and confirmed liberty to Israel.‡”

27 So they wrote on tablets of brass, and
set them on pillars on mount Zion. This is
the copy of the writing:

“On the eighteenth day of Elul, in the one
hundred and seventy-second year,§ which
is the third year of Simon the high priest,

28 in Asaramel, in a great congregation
of priests and people and princes of the
nation, and of the elders of the country, it
was proclaimed to us:†

29 ‘Since wars often occurred in the coun-
try, Simon the son of Mattathias, the son
of the sons of Joarib, and his brothers, put
themselves in jeopardy and withstood the
enemies of their nation, that their sanctu-
ary and the law might be established, and
glorified their nation with great glory.

30 Jonathan rallied the nation, became
their high priest, and was gathered to his
people.

31 Their enemies planned to invade their
country, that theymight destroy their coun-
try utterly, and stretch out their hands
against their sanctuary.

32 Then Simon rose up and fought for his
nation. He spentmuch of his ownmoney to
arm the valiant men of his nation and give
themwages.

33He fortified the cities of JudeaandBeth-
sura that lies on theborders of Judea,where
the weapons of the enemies were had been
stored, and there he placed a garrison of
Jews.

34 He fortified Joppa which is upon the
sea, and Gazara which is upon the borders
of Azotus, where the enemies used to live,
and placed Jews there, and set in there all
things necessary for their restoration.

35 The people saw Simon’s faith,‡ and the
glory which he resolved to bring to his na-
tion, and they made him their leader and
high priest, because he had done all these
things, and for the justice and the faith
which he kept to his nation, and because he
sought by all means to exalt his people.

36 In his days, things prospered in his
hands, so that theGentileswere taken away
out of their country, and they also who
were in the city of David, those who were

in Jerusalem, who had made themselves a
citadel, out of which they used to go, and
polluted everything around the sanctuary,
and did great damage to its purity.

37He placed Jews in it and fortified it for
the safety of the country and the city, and
made high the walls of Jerusalem.

38 King Demetrius confirmed to him the
high priesthood according to these things,

39 and made him one of his friends,§ and
honoured himwith great honour;

40 for he had heard that the Jews had
been called by the Romans friends, allies,
and kindred, and that they had met the
ambassadors of Simon honourably;

41 and that the Jews and the priests were
well pleased that Simon should be their
leader and high priest forever, until there
should arise a faithful prophet;

42 and that he should be governor over
them, and should take charge of the sanctu-
ary, to set them over their works, and over
the country, and over the weapons, and
over the strongholds; and that he should
take charge of the sanctuary,

43and thathe shouldbeobeyedbyall, and
that all contracts in the country should be
written in his name, and that he should be
clothed in purple, and wear gold;

44and that it should not be lawful for any
of the people or of the priests to nullify any
of these things, or to oppose the words that
he should speak, or to gather an assembly
in the countrywithout him, or to be clothed
in purple, or wear a buckle of gold;

45 but whoever should do otherwise, or
nullify any of these things, he will be liable
to punishment.’ ”

46 All the people consented to ordain for
Simon that he should do according to these
words.

47 So Simon accepted this, and consented
to be high priest, and to be captain and
governor†of the Jewsandof thepriests, and
to be protector of all.

48They commanded to put thiswriting on
tablets of brass, and to set them up within
the precinct of the sanctuary in a conspicu-
ous place,

49 and moreover to put copies of them in
the treasury, so that Simon and his sons
might have them.

15
1 Antiochus son of Demetrius the king

sent a letter from the islands of the sea to
Simon the priest and† governor of the Jews,
and to all the nation.

‡ 14:26: Gr. him. § 14:27: circa B.C. 141. † 14:28: Gr. hemade known. ‡ 14:35: Some authorities read acts.
§ 14:39: See 1Maccabees 2:18. † 14:47: Gr. ethnarch. † 15:1: Gr. ethnarch. ‡ 15:2: Gr. ethnarch.
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2 Its contents follow:
“King Antiochus to Simon the chief priest

and‡ governor, and to the nation of the
Jews, greetings.

3 Whereas certain troublemakers have
made themselves masters of the kingdom
of our fathers, but my purpose is to claim
the kingdom, that I may restore it as it was
before; andmoreover I have raised amulti-
tude of foreign soldiers, and have prepared
warships;

4moreover I plan to land in the country,
that Imaypunish thosewhohavedestroyed
our country, and those who have made
many cities in the kingdom desolate;

5 now therefore I confirm to you all the
tax remissions which the kings who were
before me remitted to you, and whatever
gifts besides they remitted to you,

6and I permit you to coinmoney for your
country with your own stamp,

7 but that Jerusalem and the sanctuary
should be free. All the weapons that you
have prepared, and the strongholds that
you have built, which you have in your
possession, let them remain yours.

8 Every debt owed to the king, and the
things that will be owed to the king from
henceforth and for evermore, let them be
remitted to you.

9 Moreover, when we have established
our kingdom, we will glorify you and your
nation and the temple with great glory, so
that your glory will be mademanifest in all
the earth.

10 In the one hundred and seventy-fourth
year,§ Antiochus went into the land of his
fathers; and all the forces came together
to him, so that there were few men with
Tryphon.

11 King Antiochus pursued him, and he
came, as he fled, to Dor, which is by the sea;

12 for he knew that troubles had come
uponhimall at once, and that his forceshad
deserted him.

13 Antiochus encamped against Dor, and
with him one hundred and twenty thou-
sand men of war and eight thousand cav-
alry.

14 He surrounded the city, and the ships
joined in the attack from the sea. He ha-
rassed the city by land and sea, and permit-
ted no one to go out or in.

15Numenius andhis company came from
Rome, having letters to the kings and to
the countries, in which were written these
things:

16 “Lucius, consul of the Romans, to King
Ptolemy, greetings.

17 The Jews’ ambassadors came to us as
our friends and allies, to renew the old
friendship and alliance, being sent from
Simon the high priest, and from the people
of the Jews.

18Moreover they brought a shield of gold
weighing one thousandminas.†

19 It pleased us therefore to write to the
kings and to the countries, that they should
not seek their harm or fight against them,
their cities, and their country, or be allies
with those who fight against them.

20 Moreover, it seemed good to us to re-
ceive the shield from them.

21 If therefore any troublemakers have
fled from their country to you, deliver them
to Simon the high priest, that he may take
vengeance on them according to their law.”

22 He wrote the same things to King
Demetrius, to Attalus, to Arathes, to Ar-
saces,

23 to all the countries, to‡ Sampsames, to
the Spartans, toDelos, toMyndos, to Sicyon,
to Caria, to Samos, to Pamphylia, to Lycia,
to Halicarnassus, to Rhodes, to Phaselis, to
Cos, to Side, to Aradus, Gortyna, Cnidus,
Cyprus, and Cyrene.

24 They also wrote this copy to Simon the
high priest.

25 But King Antiochus encamped against
Dor the second day, bringing his forces up
to it continually, and making engines of
war; and he shut up Tryphon from going in
or out.

26 Simon sent him two thousand chosen
men to fight on his side, with silver, gold,
and instruments of war in abundance.

27 He would not receive them, but nulli-
fied all the covenants which he had made
with him before, and was estranged from
him.

28 He sent to him Athenobius, one of his
friends,§ to confer with him, saying, “You
hold possession of Joppa, Gazara, and the
citadel that is in Jerusalem, cities of my
kingdom.

29 You have devastated their territory,
and done great harm in the land, and con-
trol of many places inmy kingdom.

30 Now therefore hand over the cities
which you have taken, and the tributes of
the places which you have taken control of
outside of the borders of Judea;

31 or else give me for them five hundred
talents of silver; and for the harm that you
have done, and the tributes of the cities,

§ 15:10: circa B.C. 139 † 15:18: 1,000 minas is about 499 kg. or about 1,098 pounds. ‡ 15:23: Some authorities

read Sampsaces: the Latin versions have Lampsacus. § 15:28: See 1 Maccabees 2:18. † 15:32: See 1 Maccabees
2:18.
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another five hundred talents. Otherwise
wewill come and subdue you.”

32 Athenobius, the king’s friend,† came
to Jerusalem. When he saw the glory of
Simon, the cupboard of gold and silver
vessels, and his great attendance, he was
amazed. He reported to him the king’s
words.

33 Simon answered, and said to him, “We
have not taken other men’s land nor do we
have possession of that which belongs to
others, but of the inheritance of our fathers.
However, it had been in possession of our
enemies wrongfully for a while.

34 But we, having opportunity, firmly
hold the inheritance of our fathers.

35 As for Joppa and Gazara, which you
demand, they did great harm amongst the
people throughout our country. We will
give one hundred talents for them.”
Athenobius didn’t answer even one

word,
36 but returned in a rage to the king, and

reported to him these words, and the glory
of Simon, and all that he had seen; and the
king was exceedingly angry.

37 Meanwhile, Tryphon embarked on
board a ship, and fled to Orthosia.

38 The king appointed Cendebaeus chief
captain of the sea coast, and gave him
troops of infantry and cavalry.

39He commanded him to encamp against
Judea, and he commanded him to build up
Kidron, and to fortify the gates, and that he
shouldfight against the people; but the king
pursued Tryphon.

40 So Cendebaeus came to Jamnia and
began to provoke the people, and to invade
Judea, and to take the people captive and
kill them.

41He built Kidron and stationed cavalry
and infantry there, to the end that going out
they might make raids on the highways of
Judea, as the king had commanded him.

16
1 John went up from Gazara and told Si-

mon his father what Cendebaeus was do-
ing.

2 Simon called his two oldest sons, Judas
and John, and said to them, “I andmybroth-
ers and my father’s house have fought the
battles of Israel from our youth, even to
this day; and things have prospered in our
hands, that we have often delivered Israel.

3But now I am old, and youmoreover, by
his mercy, are of a sufficient age. Take the
place of me andmy brother, and go out and
fight for our nation; and let the help which
is from heaven be with you.

4 He chose out of the country twenty
thousand men of war and cavalry, and
they went against Cendebaeus, and slept at
Modin.

5 Rising up in the morning, they went
into the plain, and, behold, a great army of
infantry and cavalry came to meet them.
There was a brook between them.

6 He encamped near them, he and his
people. He saw that the people were afraid
to pass over the brook, and he passed over
first. When the men saw him, they passed
over after him.

7 He divided the people, and placed the
calvary in the midst of the infantry; but the
enemies’ cavalry were exceedingly many.

8They sounded the trumpets; and Cende-
baeus and his army were put to flight, and
many of them fell wounded to death, but
those whowere left fled to the stronghold.

9 At that time Judas, John’s brother, was
wounded; but John pursued after them un-
til he came to Kidron, which Cendebaeus
had built.

10 They fled to the towers that are in the
fields of Azotus; and he burnt it with fire.
About two thousand men men of them fell.
Then he returned into Judea in peace.

11Ptolemy the sonofAbubushadbeenap-
pointed governor over the plain of Jericho,
and he hadmuch silver and gold;

12 for he was the high priest’s son-in-law.
13His heart was lifted up, and he planned

to make himself master of the country, and
he made deceitful plans against Simon and
his sons, to do awaywith them.

14Now Simon was visiting the cities that
were in the country, and attending to their
needs. He went down to Jericho—himself
with Mattathias and Judas his sons—in the
one hundred and seventy-seventh year,† in
the eleventh month, which is the month
Sebat.

15 The son of Abubus received them de-
ceitfully into the little stronghold that is
called Dok, which he had built, and made
them a great banquet, and hidmen there.

16 When Simon and his sons had drunk
freely, Ptolemy and his men rose up, took
their weapons, rushed in against Simon in
the banqueting place, and killed him, his
two sons, and some of his servants.

17He committed a great iniquity, and re-
paid evil for good.

18Ptolemy wrote these things and sent to
the king, that he should send him forces
to aid him, and should deliver him their
country and the cities.

19 He sent others to Gazara to do away
with John. To the captains of thousands, he

† 16:14: circa B.C. 136.
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sent letters to come to him, that he might
give them silver, gold, and gifts.

20 He sent others to take possession of
Jerusalem and the temple hill.

21One ranbefore toGazara, and told John
that his father and kindred had perished,
and he has sent to kill you also.

22 When he heard, he was greatly
shocked. He seized the men who came
to destroy him and killed them; for he
perceived that theywere seeking to destroy
him.

23 And the rest of the acts of John and of
his wars and of his valiant deeds which he
did, and of the building of the walls which
he built, and of his achievements,

24 behold, they are written in the chroni-
cles‡ of his high priesthood, from the time
that he was made high priest after his fa-
ther.

‡ 16:24: Gr. book of days.
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The Second Book of the
Maccabees

The Second Book of the Maccabees is
recognised as Deuterocanonical Scripture
by the Roman Catholic, Greek Orthodox,
and Russian Orthodox Churches.

1 The kindred, the Jews who are in
Jerusalemand thosewho are in the country
of Judea, send greetings and good peace to
the kindred, the Jews who are throughout
Egypt.

2May God do good to you, and remember
his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Ja-
cob, his faithful servants,

3 and give you all a heart to worship him
and do his will with a strong heart and a
willing soul.

4May God open your heart to his law and
his statutes, andmake peace,

5 and listen to your requests, and be rec-
onciled with you, and not forsake you in an
evil time.

6Nowwe are praying for you here.
7 In the reign of Demetrius, in the one

hundred and sixty-ninth year, we the Jews
have alreadywritten to you in the suffering
and in the distress that has come upon us in
theseyears, fromthe time that Jasonandhis
company revolted from the holy land and
the kingdom,

8 and set the gate on fire, and shed in-
nocent blood. We prayed to the Lord, and
were heard. We offered sacrifices andmeal
offerings. We lit the lamps. We set out the
show bread.†

9 Now see that you keep the days of the
feast of tabernacles in themonth Chislev in
the one hundred and eighty-eighth year.

10The people of Jerusalem and thosewho
are in Judea, with the senate and Judas, to
Aristobulus, King Ptolemy’s teacher, who
is also of the stock of the anointed priests,
and to the Jews who are in Egypt, we send
greetings and health.

11Having been saved by God out of great
perils, as men arrayed against a king, we
thank him greatly.

12For he threw out into Persia those who
fought against us in the holy city.

13 For when the prince had come there,
with an army that seemed irresistible, they
were cut to pieces in the temple of Nanaea
by the treachery of Nanaea’s priests.

14 For Antiochus, on the pretence that he
would marry her, came into the place, he
and his friends who were with him, that

theymight take a large part of the treasures
as a dowry.

15And when the priests of Nanaea’s tem-
ple had set the treasures out, and he had
come there with a small company within
the wall of the sacred precinct, they locked
the temple when Antiochus had come in.

16Opening the secret door of the panelled
ceiling, they threw stones and struck down
the prince. They cut him and his company
in pieces, and cut off their heads, and threw
them to the people whowere outside.

17 Blessed be our God in all things, who
handed over those who had committed
impiety.

18 Since we are now about to celebrate
the purification of the temple in the month
Chislev, on the twenty-fifth day, we thought
it necessary to notify you, so that you may
also keep a feast of tabernacles, and re-
member the fire which was given when
Nehemiah offered sacrifices, after he had
built both the temple and the altar.

19 For indeed when our fathers were
about to be led into the land of Persia, the
godly priests of that time took some of the
fire of the altar, and hid it secretly in the
hollow of a well that was without water,
where they made sure that the place was
unknown to anyone.

20Now after many years, when it pleased
God, Nehemiah, having received a charge
from the king of Persia, sent in quest of the
fire the descendants of the priests who hid
it. When they declared to us that they had
found no fire, but thick liquid,

21he commanded them todraw someof it
out and bring it to him. When the sacrifices
had been offered, Nehemiah commanded
the priests to sprinkle with that liquid both
the wood and the things laid on it.

22Whenthatwasdoneandsome timehad
passed, and thesunshoneout,whichbefore
was hidden with clouds, a great blaze was
kindled, so that all menmarvelled.

23 The priests made a prayer while the
sacrifice was being consumed—both the
priests and all the others. Jonathan led and
the rest responded, as Nehemiah did.

24The prayer was like this: “O Lord, Lord
God, the Creator of all things, who are awe-
some, strong, righteous, and merciful, who
alone are King and gracious,

25 who alone supply every need, who
alone are righteous, almighty, and eternal,
you who save Israel out of all evil, who
chose the ancestors and sanctified them,

26 accept the sacrifice for all your people
Israel, and preserve your own portion, and
consecrate it.

† 1:8: Gr. loaves
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27 Gather together our scattered people,
set at liberty those who are in bondage
amongst the heathen, look upon those who
are despised and abhorred, and let the hea-
then know that you are our God.

28 Punish those who oppress us and in
arrogance shamefully entreat us.

29 Plant your people in your holy place,
even as Moses said.”

30Then the priests sang the hymns.
31As soon as the sacrifice was consumed,

thenNehemiah commanded that the rest of
the liquid be poured on large stones.

32When this was done, a flame was kin-
dled; but when the light from the altar
shone back, it went out.

33When the matter became known, and
it was told the king of the Persians that, in
the place where the priests who were led
away had hid the fire, the liquid appeared
which Nehemiah and those who were with
him purified the sacrifice,

34 then the king enclosed the place and
made it sacred after he had investigated the
matter.

35 When the king would show favour to
any, hewould exchangemany presents and
give them some of this liquid.

36 Nehemiah and those who were with
him called this thing “Nephthar”, which
is by interpretation, “Cleansing”; but most
men call it Nephthai.

2
1 It is also found in the records that

Jeremiah the prophet commanded those
who were carried away to take some of the
fire, as has beenmentioned,

2and how that the prophet charged those
whowere carried away, having given them
the law, that they should not forget the
statutes of the Lord or be led astray in their
minds when they saw images of gold and
silver, and their adornment.

3 With other such words he exhorted
them, that the law should not depart from
their hearts.

4 It was in the writing that the prophet,
being warned by God, commanded that the
tabernacle and the ark should follow with
him,† when he went out to the mountain
where Moses had gone up and saw God’s
inheritance.

5 Jeremiah came and found a cave, he
brought the tabernacle, the ark, and the
altar of incense into it; then he sealed the
entrance.

6 Some of those who followed with him
came there that they might mark the way,
and could not find it.

7 But when Jeremiah learnt about that,
he rebuked them, saying, “The place shall
be unknown until God gathers the people
together again and showsmercy.

8Then the Lordwill disclose these things,
and the glory of the Lord shall be seen with
the cloud, as it was also shown to Moses,
also as Solomon implored that the place
might be consecrated greatly,

9 and it was also declared that he, having
wisdom, offered a sacrifice of dedication,
and of the finishing of the temple.

10 As Moses prayed to the Lord and fire
came down out of heaven and consumed
the sacrifice, even so Solomon also prayed,
and the fire came down and consumed the
burnt offerings.

11 ‡Moses said, ‘Because the sin offering
had not been eaten, it was consumed in like
manner.’

12Likewise Solomon kept the eight days.”
13 The same things were reported both

in the public archives and in Nehemiah’s
records, and also how he, founding a li-
brary, gathered together the books about
the kings and prophets, and the writings
of David, and letters of kings about sacred
gifts.

14 In like manner Judas also gathered to-
gether for us all those books that had been
scattered by reason of thewar, and they are
still with us.

15 If therefore you have need of them,
send some people to bring them to you.

16 Seeing then that we are about to cele-
brate the purification, we write to you. You
will therefore do well if you celebrate the
days.

17NowGod,who saved all his people, and
restored the heritage to all, with the king-
dom, the priesthood, and the consecration,

18 even as he promised through the law—
in God havewehope, that hewill soon have
mercy upon us, and gather us together out
of everywhere under heaven into his holy
place; for he delivered us out of great evils,
and purified the place.

———————
19Now the things concerning Judas Mac-

cabaeus and his brothers, the purification
of the greatest temple, the dedication of the
altar,

20and further thewars against Antiochus
Epiphanes and Eupator his son,

21and themanifestations that came from
heaven to those who fought with one an-
other in brave deeds for the religion of the
Jews; so that, being but a few, they seized

† 2:4: Gr. andwhen. The Greek text here is probably corrupt. ‡ 2:11: See Leviticus 10:16 and 9:24.
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the whole country, chased the barbarous
multitudes,

22 recovered again the temple renowned
all the world over, freed the city, and re-
stored the laws which were about to be
overthrown, seeing the Lord became gra-
cious to themwith all kindness.

23These thingswhich have been declared
by Jason of Cyrene in five books, we will
attempt to abridge in one book.

24 For having in view the confused mass
of the numbers, and the§ difficulty which
awaits those who would enter into the nar-
ratives of the history, by reason of the abun-
dance of thematter,

25wewere careful that those who choose
to read may be attracted, and that those
who wish us well may find it easy to recall,
and that all readers may benefit.

26 Although to us, who have taken upon
ourselves the painful labour of the abridge-
ment, the task is not easy, but a matter of
sweat and sleeplessness,

27 even as it is no light thing to him who
prepares a banquet, and seeks the benefit
of others. Nevertheless, for the sake of the
gratitude of themanywewill gladly endure
the painful labour,

28 leaving to the historian the exact han-
dling of every particular, and again having
no strength to fill in the outlines of our
abridgement.

29Foras themasterbuilderofanewhouse
must care for the whole structure, and
again he who undertakes to decorate and
paint it must seek out the things fit for its
adorning; even so I think it is also with us.

30 To occupy the ground, and to indulge
in long discussions, and to be curious in
particulars, is fitting for the first author of
the history;

31but to strive after brevity of expression,
and toavoida laboured fullness in the treat-
ment, is to be granted to him who would
bring a writing into a new form.

32 Here then let’s begin the narration,
only adding this much to that which has
already been said; for it is a foolish thing to
make a long prologue to the history, and to
abridge the history itself.

3
1When the holy city was inhabited with

unbroken peace and the laws were kept
very well because of the godliness of Onias
the high priest and his hatred of wicked-
ness,

2 it came to pass that even the kings them-
selves honoured the place and glorified the
temple with the noblest presents,

3 so that even King Seleucus of Asia bore
all the costs belonging to the services of the
sacrifices out of his own revenues.

4 But a man named Simon of the tribe of
Benjamin, having been made guardian of
the temple, disagreed with the high priest
about the ruling of themarket in the city.

5 When he couldn’t overcome Onias, he
went to Apollonius of †Tarsus, who at
that time was governor of Coelesyria and
Phoenicia.

6He brought himword how that the trea-
sury in Jerusalem was full of untold sums
ofmoney, so that themultitude of the funds
was innumerable, and that they didn’t per-
tain to the account of the sacrifices, but that
it was possible that these should fall under
the king’s power.

7 When Apollonius met the king, he in-
formed him of the money about which he
had been told. So the king appointed He-
liodorus, who was his chancellor, and sent
him with a command to accomplish the
removal of the reportedmoney.

8 So Heliodorus set out on his journey
at once, ostensibly to visit the cities of
Coelesyria and Phoenicia, but in fact to exe-
cute the king’s purpose.

9 When he had come to Jerusalem and
had been courteously received by the high
priest of the city, he told him about the
information which had been given, and de-
claredwhyhehad come; andhe enquired if
in truth these things were so.

10 The high priest explained to him that
there were in the treasury deposits of wid-
ows and orphans,

11 and moreover some money belonging
to Hyrcanus the son of Tobias, a man in
very high place, not as that impious Simon
falsely alleged; and that in all there were
four hundred talents of silver and two hun-
dred of gold,

12 and that it was altogether impossible
thatwrongshouldbedone to thosewhohad
put trust in the holiness of the place, and
in themajesty and inviolable sanctity of the
temple, honoured over all the world.

13 But Heliodorus, because of the king’s
command given him, said that in any case
this money must be confiscated for the
king’s treasury.

14 So having appointed a day, he entered
in to direct the enquiry concerning these
matters; and there was no small distress
throughout the whole city.

§ 2:24: Or, weariness † 3:5: Greek Thraseas
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15The priests, prostrating themselves be-
fore thealtar in theirpriestly garments, and
called towards heaven upon him who gave
the law concerning deposits, that he should
preserve these treasures safe for thosewho
had deposited them.

16 Whoever saw the appearance of the
high priest was wounded in mind; for his
countenance and the change of his colour
betrayed the distress of his soul.

17 For a terror and a shuddering of the
body had come over the man, by which
the pain that was in his heart was plainly
shown to those who looked at him.

18 Those who were in the houses rushed
out in crowds tomake a universal supplica-
tion, because the place was about to come
into dishonour.

19 The women, girded with sackcloth un-
der their breasts, thronged the streets. The
virginswhowere kept indoors ran together,
some to the gates, others to the walls, and
some looked out through the windows.

20All, stretching out their hands towards
heaven, made their solemn supplication.

21 Then it was pitiful to see the multitude
prostrating themselves all mixed together,
and the anxiety of the high priest in his
great distress.

22 While therefore they called upon the
Almighty Lord to keep the things entrusted
to them ‡safe and secure for those who had
entrusted them,

23 Heliodorus went on to execute that
which had been decreed.

24 But when he was already present
there with his guards near the treasury,
the Sovereign of spirits and of all author-
ity caused a great manifestation, so that
all who had presumed to come with him,
stricken with dismay at the power of God,
fainted in terror.

25 For they saw a horse with a frighten-
ing rider, adornedwith beautiful trappings,
and he rushed fiercely and struck at He-
liodorus with his forefeet. It seemed like he
who sat on the horse had complete armour
of gold.

26 Two others also appeared to him,
young men notable in their strength, and
beautiful in their glory, and splendid in
their apparel, who stood by him on either
side, and scourged him unceasingly, inflict-
ing on himmany sore stripes.

27 When he had fallen suddenly to the
ground, and great darkness had come over
him, his guards picked him up and put him
on a stretcher,

28 and carried him—this man who had
just now entered with a great retinue

and all his guard into the aforesaid trea-
sury, himself now brought to utter help-
lessness, manifestly made to recognise the
sovereignty of God.

29 So, while he, through the working of
God, speechless and bereft of all hope and
deliverance, lay prostrate,

30 they blessed the Lord who acted mar-
vellously for his own place. The temple,
which a little before was full of terror and
alarm,wasfilledwith joyandgladnessafter
the Almighty Lord appeared.

31But quickly some ofHeliodorus’s famil-
iar friends implored Onias to call upon the
Most High to grant life to himwho lay quite
at the last gasp.

32The high priest, secretly fearing lest the
king might come to think that some treach-
ery towards Heliodorus had been perpe-
trated by the Jews, brought a sacrifice for
the recovery of theman.

33 But as the high priest was making the
atoning sacrifice, the same young men ap-
peared again to Heliodorus, arrayed in the
same garments. They stood and said, “Give
Onias the high priest great thanks, for for
his sake the Lord has granted you life.

34 See that you, since you have been
scourged from heaven, proclaim to all men
the sovereign majesty of God.” When they
had spoken these words, they vanished out
of sight.

35 So Heliodorus, having offered a sac-
rifice to the Lord and vowed §great vows
to him who had saved his life, and having
bidden Onias farewell, returned with his
army to the king.

36He testified to all men the works of the
greatest God, which he had seen with his
eyes.

37When the king asked Heliodorus what
sort of manwas fit to be sent yet once again
to Jerusalem, he said,

38 “If you have any enemy or conspirator
against the state, send him there, and you
will receive him back well scourged, if he
even escapes with his life; because truly
there is some power of God in that place.

39 For he who has his dwelling in heaven
himself has his eyes on that place and helps
it. Thosewho come to hurt it, he strikes and
destroys.”

40This was the history of Heliodorus and
the keeping of the treasury.

4
1 The previously mentioned Simon, who

had given information about the money
‡ 3:22: Gr. safe with all security. § 3:35: Gr. greatest.
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against his country, slandered Onias, say-
ing that it was he who had incited He-
liodorus and had been the real cause of
these evils.

2 He dared to call him a conspirator
against the statewhowas actually the bene-
factor of the city, the guardian of his fellow
countrymen, and a zealot for the laws.

3Whenhis hatred grew so great that even
murders were perpetrated through one of
Simon’s approved agents,

4 Onias, seeing the danger of the con-
tention, and that †Apollonius the son of
Menestheus, the governor of Coelesyria
andPhoenicia,was increasing Simon’smal-
ice,

5 appealed to the king, not to be an ac-
cuser of his fellow-citizens, but looking to
the good of all the‡ people, both public and
private;

6 for he saw that without the king’s in-
volvement it was impossible for the state
to obtain peace any more, and that Simon
would not cease from his madness.

7 When Seleucus was deceased, and An-
tiochus, who was called Epiphanes, suc-
ceeded to the kingdom, Jason the brother
of Onias supplanted his brother in the high
priesthood,

8 having promised to the king at an audi-
ence three hundred and sixty talents of sil-
ver, and out of another fund eighty talents.

9 In addition to this, he undertook to as-
sign one hundred and fifty more, if it might
be allowed him §through the king’s author-
ity to set him up a gymnasium and a body
of youths to be trained in it, and to register
the inhabitants of Jerusalem as citizens of
Antioch.

10When the king had assented, and Jason
had takenpossession of the office, he imme-
diately shifted those of his own race to the
Greek way of life.

11 Setting aside the royal ordinances of
special favour to the Jews, granted by the
means of John the father of Eupolemus,
who went on the mission to the Romans to
establish friendship and alliance, and seek-
ing to overthrow the lawful ways of living,
he brought in new customs forbidden by
the law.

12 For he eagerly established a gymna-
siumunder the citadel itself, and caused the
noblest of the youngmen towear the Greek
hat.

13 Thus there was an extreme of hell-
enization, and an advance of a foreign re-

ligion, by reason of the exceeding profane-
ness of Jason,whowas anungodlymanand
not a high priest;

14 so that the priests hadnomore any zeal
for the services of the altar; but despising
the sanctuary and neglecting the sacrifices,
they hastened to enjoy that which was un-
lawfully provided in the wrestling arena,
after the summons to the discus-throwing.

15 They despised the honours of their fa-
thers, and valued the prestige of the Greeks
best of all.

16 For this reason, severe calamity over-
took them. The men whose ways of living
they earnestly followed, and to whom they
desired to be made like in all things, these
became their enemies and punished them.

17 For it is not a light thing to show irrev-
erence to God’s laws, but later events will
make this clear.

18 Now when certain games that came
every fifth year were kept at Tyre, and the
king was present,

19 the vile Jason sent sacred envoys,† as
being Antiochians of Jerusalem, bearing
three hundred drachmas of silver to the
sacrifice of Hercules, which even the bear-
ers thereof thought not right to use for any
sacrifice, because itwas not fit, but to spend
it for another purpose.

20 Although the intended purpose of the
sender this money was for the sacrifice of
Hercules, yet on account of ‡present cir-
cumstances it went to the construction of
triremewarships.

21 Now when Apollonius the son of
Menestheus was sent into Egypt for the
§enthronement of Philometor as king,
Antiochus, learning that Philometor
had shown himself hostile towards the
government, took precautions for the
security of his realm. Therefore, going to
Joppa, he travelled on to Jerusalem.

22 Being magnificently received by Jason
and the city, hewas brought inwith torches
and shouting. Then he led his army down
into Phoenicia.

23Now after a space of three years, Jason
sent Menelaus, the previously mentioned
Simon’s brother, to carry the money to the
king, and tomake reports concerning some
necessarymatters.

24 But he being commended to the king,
and having been glorified by the display of
his authority, secured the high priesthood
for himself, outbidding Jason by three hun-
dred talents of silver.

† 4:4: Compare 2 Maccabees 4:21. See also 2 Maccabees 3:5. The Greek as commonly read means Apollonius, as being
the governor...Phoenicia, did rage, and increase etc. ‡ 4:5: Gr. multitude. § 4:9: Gr. through his. † 4:19: See

ver. 9. ‡ 4:20: Some authorities read the bearers. § 4:21: The exact meaning of the Greek word is uncertain.
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25After receiving the royal mandates, he
returned bringing nothing worthy of the
high priesthood, but having the passion of a
cruel tyrantand therageofa savageanimal.

26 So Jason, who had supplanted his own
brother, was supplanted by another and
driven as a fugitive into the country of the
Ammonites

27Menelaus had possession of the office,
but of the money that had been promised
to thekingnothingwas regularlypaid, even
thoughSostratus the governor of the citadel
demanded it—

28 for his job was the gathering of the
revenues—so they were both called by the
king to his presence.

29 Menelaus left his own brother Lysi-
machus for his† deputy in the high priest-
hood; and Sostratus left Crates, who was
over the Cyprians.

30Now while this was the state of things,
it came to pass that the people of Tarsus
and Mallus revolted because they were to
be given as a present toAntiochis, the king’s
concubine.

31The king therefore quickly came to set-
tlematters, leaving for his ‡deputy Andron-
icus, a man of high rank.

32 Then Menelaus, supposing that he had
gotten a favourable opportunity, presented
to Andronicus certain vessels of gold be-
longing to the temple, which he had stolen.
He had already sold others into Tyre and
the neighbouring cities.

33 When Onias had sure knowledge of
this, he sharply reproved him, havingwith-
drawn himself into a sanctuary at Daphne,
that lies by Antioch.

34 Therefore Menelaus, taking Androni-
cusaside, askedhimtokillOnias. Coming to
Onias, and being persuaded to use treach-
ery, and being received as a friend, Andron-
icus gavehimhis right handwithoaths and,
though he was suspicious, persuaded him
to come out of the sanctuary. Then, with no
regard for justice, he immediately put him
to death.

35For this reason not only Jews, butmany
also of the other nations, had indignation
and displeasure at the unjustmurder of the
man.

36Andwhen thekinghadcomeback from
the places in Cilicia, the Jews who were in
thecityappealed tohimagainstAndronicus
(theGreeks also joiningwith them inhatred
of the wickedness), urging that Onias had
been wrongfully slain.

37Antiochus thereforewas heartily sorry,
and was moved to pity, and wept, because

of the sober and well ordered life of him
whowas dead.

38Being inflamed with anger, he immedi-
ately stripped offAndronicus’s purple robe,
and tore off his under garments, and when
he had led him round through the whole
city to that very place where he had com-
mitted the outrage against Onias, there he
put the murderer out of the way, the Lord
rendering to him the punishment he had
deserved.

39 Now when many sacrileges had been
committed in the city by Lysimachus with
the consent of Menelaus, and when the re-
port of them had spread abroad outside,
the people gathered themselves together
against Lysimachus, after many vessels of
gold had already been stolen.

40 When the multitudes were rising
against him and were filled with anger,
Lysimachus armed about three thousand
men, and with unrighteous violence began
the attack under the leadership of Hauran,
a man far gone in years and no less also in
folly.

41But when they perceived the assault of
Lysimachus, some caught up stones, others
logs ofwood, and some took handfuls of the
ashes that lay near, and they flung them all
in wild confusion at Lysimachus and those
whowere with him.

42 As a result, they wounded many of
them, they killed some, and they forced
the rest of them to flee, but the author of
the sacrilege himself they killed beside the
treasury.

43 But about these matters, there was an
accusation laid against Menelaus.

44 When the king had come to Tyre, the
three men who were sent by the senate
pleaded the cause before him.

45 But Menelaus, seeing himself now de-
feated, promised much money to Ptolemy
the son of Dorymenes, that he might win
over the king.

46 Therefore Ptolemy taking the king
aside into a cloister, as if to get some fresh
air, convinced him to change his mind.

47 He who was the cause of all the evil,
Menelaus, he discharged from the accusa-
tions; but these hapless men, who, if they
had pleaded even before Scythians, would
have been discharged uncondemned, them
he sentenced to death.

48Thosewhowere spokesmen for the city
and the families of Israel and the holy ves-
sels soon suffered that unrighteous penalty.

49Therefore even certain Tyrians, moved
with hatred of the wickedness, provided
magnificently for their burial.

† 4:29: Gr. successor. ‡ 4:31: Gr. successor.
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50 But Menelaus, through the covetous
dealings of those who were in power, re-
mained still inhis office, growing inwicked-
ness, established as a great conspirator
against his fellow-citizens.

5
1Nowabout this timeAntiochusmadehis

second invasion into Egypt.
2 It happened that throughout all the city,

for almost forty days, cavalry appeared in
the midst of the sky in swift motion, wear-
ing robes woven with gold and carrying
spears, equipped with troops for battle—

3 drawing swords, squadrons of cav-
alry in array, encounters and pursuits of
both armies, shaking shields, multitudes
of lances, throwing of missiles, flashing of
golden trappings, and putting on all sorts of
armour.

4 Therefore everyone prayed that the
manifestation might have been given for
good.

5 When a false rumour had arisen that
Antiochus was dead, Jason took not less
than a thousand men, and suddenly made
an assault upon the city. When those who
wereon thewallwerebeing routed, and the
city was at length nearly taken, Menelaus
took refuge in the citadel.

6 But Jason slaughtered his own citizens
without mercy, not considering that good
success against kinsmen is the greatestmis-
fortune, but supposing himself to be setting
up trophies over enemies, and not over
fellow-countrymen.

7Hedidn’twincontrolof thegovernment,
but receiving shame as the result of his
conspiracy, he fled again as a fugitive into
the country of the Ammonites.

8At last thereforehemetwithamiserable
end. Having been imprisoned at the court
of Aretas the prince of the Arabians, fleeing
from city to city, pursued by all men, hated
as a rebel against the laws, and abhorred
as the executioner of his country and his
fellow citizens, hewas cast ashore in Egypt.

9 He who had driven many from their
own country into exile perished in exile,
having crossed the sea to the Lacedaemo-
nians, hoping to find shelter there because
they were† near of kin.

10 He who had thrown out a multitude
unburied had none to mourn for him. He
didn’t have any funeral at all and no place
in the tomb of his ancestors.

11Now when news came to the king con-
cerning that which was done, he thought

that Judea was in revolt. So, setting out
from Egypt in a rage, he took the city by
force of weapons,

12 and commanded his soldiers to cut
down without mercy those who came in
their way, and to kill those who went into
their houses.

13Then therewaskillingofyoungandold,
destruction of boys, women, and children,
and slaying of virgins and infants.

14 In a total of three days, eighty thousand
were destroyed, of which forty thousand
were slain in close combat, and no fewer
were sold into slavery than slain.

15 Not content with this, he presumed to
enter into the most holy temple of all the
earth, having Menelaus for his guide (who
had proved himself a traitor both to the
laws and to his country),

16 even taking the sacred vessels with his
polluted hands, and dragging down with
his profane hands the offerings that had
been dedicated by other kings to enhance
the glory and honour of the place.

17 Antiochus was lifted up in mind, not
seeing that because of the sins of those who
lived in the city the Sovereign Lord had
been provoked to anger a little while, and
therefore his eyewas turned away from the
place.

18 But had it not been so that they were
alreadyboundbymany sins, thisman, even
as Heliodorus who was sent by King Seleu-
cus to view the treasury, would, as soon as
he came forward, have been scourged and
turned back from his daring deed.

19 However the Lord didn’t choose the
nation for the place’s sake, but the place for
the nation’s sake.

20 Therefore also the place itself, having
shared in the calamities that happened to
the nation, did afterward share in its bene-
fits; and theplacewhichwas forsaken in the
wrath of the Almighty was, at the reconcili-
ation of the great Sovereign, restored again
with all glory.

21As for Antiochus, when he had carried
away out of the temple one thousand and
eight hundred talents, he hurried away to
Antioch, thinking in his arrogance that he
could sail on land and walk on the sea,
because his heart was lifted up.

22 Moreover he left governors to afflict
the race: at Jerusalem, Philip, by race a
Phrygian, and in charactermore barbarous
than himwho set him there;

23 and at Gerizim, Andronicus; and be-
sides these, Menelaus, who worse than all

† 5:9: See 1Maccabees 12:7. ‡ 5:23: Some authorities read towards the Jews, he sent. The Greek text of this sentence

is uncertain. § 5:23: Compare 2 Maccabees 4:9, 19; 9:19. † 5:24: Gr. Μυσάρχην,which also may mean ruler of
theMysians.
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the rest, exalted himself against his fellow-
citizens. Having amaliciousmind‡ towards
the Jews§ whom he hadmade his citizens,

24 he sent that† lord of pollutions Apollo-
nius with an army of twenty-two thousand,
commanding him to kill all those whowere
of full age, and to sell the women and the
boys as slaves.

25He came to Jerusalem, and pretending
to be a man of peace, waited till the holy
day of the Sabbath, and finding the Jews at
rest from work, he commanded his men to
parade fully armed.

26He put to the sword all thosewho came
out to the spectacle. Running into the city
with the armed men, he killed great multi-
tudes.

27 But Judas, who is also called Mac-
cabaeus, with about nine others, withdrew
himself, andwith his company kept himself
alive in the mountains like wild animals
do. They continued feeding on what grew
wild, that theymight not be partakers of the
defilement.

6
1Not long after this, the king sent out †an

old man of Athens to compel the Jews to
depart from the laws of their fathers and
not to live by the laws of God,

2 and also to pollute the sanctuary in
Jerusalem and to call it by the name of
Olympian Zeus, and to call the sanctuary in
Gerizim by the name of Zeus the Protector
of foreigners, even as the people who lived
in that place did.

3The visitation of this evil was harsh and
utterly grievous.

4 For the temple was filled with de-
bauchery and revelling by the heathen,
who ‡dallied with prostitutes, and had in-
tercourse with women within the sacred
precincts, and moreover brought inside
things that were not appropriate.

5 The altar was filled with those abom-
inable thingswhich had been prohibited by
the laws.

6 A man could neither keep the Sabbath,
nor observe the feasts of their ancestors,
nor somuch as confess himself to be a Jew.

7 On the day of the king’s birth every
month, they were led along with bitter con-
straint to eat of the sacrifices. When the
feast of Dionysia came, they were com-
pelled to go in procession in honour of
Dionysus, wearing wreaths of ivy.

8 A decree went out to the neighbouring
Greek cities, by the suggestion of Ptolemy,
that they should observe the same conduct

against the Jews, and shouldmake themeat
of the sacrifices,

9 and that they should kill those who
didn’t choose to go over to the Greek rites.
So the present misery was for all to see.

10For example, twowomenwerebrought
in for having circumcised their children.
These, when they had led them publicly
around the city with the babes hung from
their breasts, they threw down headlong
from the wall.

11 Others who had run together into the
caves nearby to keep the seventh day se-
cretly, were betrayed to Philip and were
all burnt together, because their piety kept
them from defending themselves, in view
of the honour of that most solemn day.

12 I urge those who read this book to not
be discouraged because of the calamities,
but recognise that these punishments were
not for the destruction, but for the chasten-
ing of our race.

13For indeed it is a sign of great kindness
that those who act impiously are not let
alone for a long time, but immediatelymeet
with retribution.

14For in the case of the other nations, the
Sovereign Lord waits patiently to punish
them until they have attained to the full
measure of their sins; but not with us,

15 that he may not take vengeance on us
afterward,§ when we have come to the†
height of our sins.

16 Therefore he never withdraws his
mercy fromus; but thoughhechastenswith
calamity, hedoesn’t forsakehis ownpeople.

17 However let this that we have spoken
suffice to remindyou; butaftera fewwords,
wemust come to the narrative.

18 Eleazar, one of the principal scribes, a
man already well advanced in years, and
of a noble countenance, was compelled to
open his mouth to eat swine’s flesh.

19 But he, welcoming death with honour
rather than life with defilement, advanced
of his own accord to the instrument of tor-
ture, but first spat out the flesh,

20asmen ought to comewho are resolute
to repel such things as not even for the
natural love of life is it lawful to taste.

21 But those who had the charge of that
forbidden sacrificial feast took the man
aside, for the acquaintance which of old
times they had with him, and privately im-
plored him to bring flesh of his own provid-
ing, such as was proper for him to use, and
tomake as if he did eat of the flesh from the
sacrifice, as had been commanded by the
king;

† 6:1: Or,Geron anAthenian ‡ 6:4: Or, idledwith their fellows § 6:15: Or,when our sins have come to their height
† 6:15: Gr. end.
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22 that by so doing he might be delivered
from death, and so his ancient friendship
with themmight be treated kindly.

23 But he, having formed a high resolve,
and one that became his years, the dignity
of old age, and the grey hairs‡which he had
reached with honour, and his excellent§
education from a child, or rather the holy
laws† of God’s ordaining, declared hismind
accordingly, bidding them to quickly send
him to Hades.

24 “For it doesn’t become our years to dis-
semble,” he said, “that many of the young
should suppose that Eleazar, the man of
ninety years, had gone over to an alien
religion;

25and so they, by reason ofmy deception,
and for the sake of this brief and momen-
tary life, would be led astray because ofme,
and I defile and disgrace myself in my old
age.

26For even if for the present time I would
remove from me the punishment of men,
yet whether I live or die, I wouldn’t escape
the hands of the Almighty.

27 Therefore, by bravely parting with my
life now, I will show myself worthy of my
old age,

28 and ‡leave behind a noble example to
the young to die willingly and nobly a glori-
ous death for the revered and holy laws.”
When he had said these words, he went

immediately to the instrument of torture.
29§When they changed the goodwill they

bore towards him a little before into ill will
because these words of his were, as they
thought, sheer madness,

30 and when he was at the point to die
with the† blows, he groaned aloud and said,
“To the Lord, who has the holy knowledge,
it is manifest that, while I might have been
delivered fromdeath, I endure severepains
in my body by being scourged; but in soul
I gladly suffer these things because of my
fear of him.”

31 So this man also died like this, leaving
his death for an example of nobleness and
a memorial of virtue, not only to the young
but also to the great body of his nation.

7
1 It came to pass that seven brothers

and their mother were at the king’s com-
mand taken and shamefully handled with
scourges and cords, to compel them to taste
of the abominable swine’s flesh.

2 One of them made himself the
spokesman and said, “What would you ask
and learn from us? For we are ready to
die rather than transgress the laws of our
ancestors.”

3 The king fell into a rage, and com-
manded that pans and cauldronsbeheated.

4 When these were immediately heated,
he gave orders to cut out the tongue of
him who had been their spokesman, and
to scalp him, and to cut off his extremities,
with the rest of his brothers and hismother
looking on.

5 And when he was utterly† maimed, the
king gave orders to bring him to the fire,
being yet alive, and to fry him in the pan.
And as the smoke from the pan spread far,
they and their mother also exhorted one
another to die nobly, saying this:

6 “The Lord God sees, and in truth is‡
entreated for us, as Moses declared in §his
song, which witnesses against the people
to their faces, saying, ‘And he will have
compassion on his servants.’ ”

7 And when the first had died like this,
they brought the second to the mocking;
and they pulled off the skin of his headwith
the hair and asked him, “Will you eat, be-
fore your body is punished in every limb?”

8 But he answered in the language of his
ancestors and said to them, “No.” Therefore
he also underwent the next torture in suc-
cession, as the first had done.

9 When he was at the last gasp, he said,
“You, miscreant, release us out of this
present life, but the King of the world will
raise uswho have died for his laws up to an
everlasting renewal of life.”

10After him, the third was made a victim
of their mocking. When he was required,
he quickly put out his tongue, and stretched
out his hands courageously,

11 and nobly said, “I got these from
heaven. For his laws’ sake I treat thesewith
contempt. Fromhim, Ihope to receive these
back again.”

12 As a result, the king himself and those
who were with him were astonished at the
youngman’s soul, for he regarded the pains
as nothing.

13Whenhe toowasdead, they shamefully
handledand tortured the fourth in thesame
way.

14 Being near to death he said this: “It is
good to die at the hands ofmen and look for
the hopewhich is given byGod, thatwewill
be raised up again by him. For as for you,
you will have no resurrection to life.”

‡ 6:23: TheGreek text appears to be corrupt. § 6:23: Someauthorities readmannerof life. † 6:23: Gr. legislation.
‡ 6:28: Gr. one that has left behind. § 6:29: The Greek text of this verse is uncertain. † 6:30: Or, blows † 7:5:

Gr. useless. ‡ 7:6: Or, comforted in § 7:6: See Deuteronomy 31:21 and 32:36.
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15 Next after him, they brought the fifth
and shamefully handled him.

16 But he looked towards †the king and
said, “Because you have authority amongst
men, though you are corruptible, you do
what you please. But don’t think that our
race has been forsaken by God.

17But hold on to your ways, and see how
his sovereign majesty will torture you and
your descendants!”

18After him theybrought the sixth. When
hewasabout todie, he said, “Don’t bevainly
deceived, for we suffer these things for our
own doings, as sinning against our own
God. Astounding things have come to pass;

19but don’t think that you will be unpun-
ished, having tried to fight against God!”

20 But above all, the mother was marvel-
lous and worthy of honourable memory;
forwhen shewatched seven sons perishing
within the space of one day, she bore the
sight with a good courage because of her
hope in the Lord.

21 She exhorted each one of them in the
language of their fathers, filledwith anoble
spirit and stirring upherwoman’s thoughts
withmanly courage, saying to them,

22 “I don’t know how you came into my
womb. It wasn’t I who gave you your ‡spirit
and your life. It wasn’t I who brought into
order the first elements of each one of you.

23 Therefore the Creator of the world,
who shaped the first origin of man and de-
vised the first origin of all things, in mercy
gives back to you again both your §spirit
and your life, as you now treat yourselves
with contempt for his laws’ sake.”

24 But Antiochus, thinking himself to be
despised, and suspecting the reproachful
voice, while the youngest was yet alive
didn’t only make his appeal to him by
words, but also at the same time promised
with oaths that he would enrich him and†
raise him to high honour if he would turn
from the ways of his ancestors, and that he
would take him for his ‡friend and entrust
himwith public affairs.

25 But when the young man would in
no way listen, the king called to him his
mother, and urged her to advise the youth
to save himself.

26 When he had urged her with many
words, she undertook to persuade her son.

27But bending towards him, laughing the
cruel tyrant to scorn, she spoke this in the
language of her fathers: “My son, have pity
upon me who carried you nine months in

mywomb, and nursed you three years, and
nourished and brought you up to this age,
and sustained you.

28 I beg you, my child, to lift your eyes to
the sky and the earth, and to see all things
that are in it, and thus to recognise that
Godmade themnot of things thatwere, and
that the race of men in this way comes into
being.

29 Don’t be afraid of this butcher, but,
proving yourself worthy of your brothers,
acceptyourdeath, that inGod’smercy Imay
receive you again with your brothers.”

30 But before she had finished speaking,
the youngman said, “What are you all wait-
ing for? I don’t obey the commandment of
the king, but I listen to the commandment
of the law that was given to our fathers
throughMoses.

31 But you, who have devised all kinds
of evil against the Hebrews, will in no way
escape God’s hands.

32 For we are suffering because of our
own sins.

33 If for rebuke and chastening, our living
Lord has been angered a little while, yet
he will again be reconciled with his own
servants.

34But you, O unholy man and of all most
vile, don’t be vainly lifted up in your wild
pride with uncertain hopes, raising your
hand against the heavenly children.

35For you have not yet escaped the judge-
ment of the Almighty God who sees all
things.

36For these our brothers, having endured
a §short pain that brings everlasting life,
have now †died under God’s covenant. But
you, through God’s judgement, will receive
in just measure the penalties of your arro-
gance.

37 But I, as my brothers, give up both
body and soul for the laws of our fathers,
calling upon God that he may speedily be-
come ‡gracious to the nation, and that you,
amidst trials and plagues, may confess that
he alone is God,

38 and that in me and my brothers §you
may bring to an end the wrath of the
Almighty which has been justly brought
upon our whole race.”

39But theking, falling intoa rage, handled
him worse than all the rest, being exasper-
ated at his mocking.

40 So he also died pure, putting his whole
trust in the Lord.

† 7:16: Gr. him. ‡ 7:22: Or, breath § 7:23: Or, breath † 7:24: Gr. make him one that is counted happy.
‡ 7:24: See 2 Maccabees 8:9. § 7:36: Gr. short pain of ever-flowing life. † 7:36: Gr. fallen. By the omission

of one Greek letter the words would signify having endured a short pain, have now drunk of ever-flowing life under God’s
covenant. ‡ 7:37: Gr. propitious. § 7:38: Some authorities readmay be stayed.
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41 Last of all, after her sons, the mother
died.

42 Let it then suffice to have said thus
much concerning the sacrificial feasts and
the extreme tortures.

8
1 But Judas, who is also called Mac-

cabaeus, and those who were with him,
making their way secretly into the villages,
called together their kindred. Enlisting
those who had continued in the Jews’ reli-
gion, they gathered together about six thou-
sand.

2They called upon the Lord to look at the
people who were oppressed by all, and to
have compassion on the sanctuary that had
been profaned by the ungodly men,

3 and to have pity on the city that was
suffering ruin and ready to be levelled to
the ground, and to listen to the blood that
cried out to him,

4 and to remember the lawless destruc-
tionof the innocent infants, andconcerning
the blasphemies that had been committed
against his name, and to show his hatred of
wickedness.

5WhenMaccabaeus had trained his men
for service, the heathen at once found him
irresistible, for the wrath of the Lord was
turned into mercy.

6 †Coming without warning, he set fire to
cities and villages. And inwinning back the
most important positions, putting to flight
no small number of the enemies,

7 he especially took advantage of the
nights for such assaults. His courage was
loudly talked of everywhere.

8 But when Philip saw the man gain-
ing ground little by little, and increasing
more and more in his success, he wrote
to Ptolemy, the governor of Coelesyria and
Phoenicia, that he should support the king’s
cause.

9 Ptolemy quickly appointed Nicanor the
son of Patroclus, one of the king’s ‡chief
friends, and sent him, in command of no
fewer than twenty thousand of all nations,
to destroy the whole race of Judea. With
him he joined Gorgias also, a captain and
one who had experience inmatters of war.

10Nicanor resolved by the sale of the cap-
tive Jews tomake up for the king the tribute
of two thousand talentswhichhewas topay
to the Romans.

11 Immediately he sent to the cities upon
the sea coast, inviting them to buy Jew-
ish §slaves, promising to deliver seventy

†slaves for a talent, not expecting the judge-
ment that was to overtake him from the
Almighty.

12 News came to Judas concerning
Nicanor’s invasion. When he communi-
cated to those who were with him the
presence of the army,

13 those whowere cowardly and distrust-
ful of God’s judgement ‡ran away and left
the country.

14Others sold all that they had left, and at
the same time implored the Lord to deliver
those who had been sold as slaves by the
impious Nicanor before he ever met them,

15 if not for their own sakes, then for the
covenants made with their ancestors, and
because he had called them by his holy and
glorious name.

16 So Maccabaeus gathered his men to-
gether, six thousand in number, and ex-
horted them not to be frightened by the
enemy, nor to fear the great multitude of
the heathen who came wrongfully against
them, but to fight nobly,

17 setting before their eyes the outrage
that had been lawlessly perpetrated upon
the holy place, and the torture of the city
that had been turned to mockery, and fur-
ther the overthrow of the way of life re-
ceived from their ancestors.

18“For they,”he said, “trust theirweapons
and daring deeds, but we trust in the
almighty God, since he is able at a nod to
cast down thosewho are coming against us,
and even the whole world.”

19 Moreover, he recounted to them the
help given from time to time in the days
of their ancestors, both in the days of Sen-
nacherib, when one hundred and eighty-
five thousand perished,

20and in the land of Babylon, in the battle
that was fought against the§ Gauls, how
they came to the battle with eight thou-
sand in all, with four thousand Macedo-
nians, and how, the Macedonians being
hard pressed, the †six thousand destroyed
the hundred and twenty thousand because
of the help which they had from heaven,
and took a great deal of plunder.

21 And when he had with these words
filled them with courage and made them
ready to die for the laws and their country,
he divided his army into four parts.

22 He appointed his brothers, Simon,
Joseph, and Jonathan, tobe leadersof thedi-
visionswith him, giving each the command
of one thousand and five hundredmen.

† 8:6: The Greek text of verses 6 and 7 is uncertain. ‡ 8:9: See 1 Maccabees 10:65. Compare 2 Maccabees 1:14; 7:24;

10:13; 14:11; 1Maccabees 2:18. § 8:11: Gr. bodies. † 8:11: Gr. bodies. ‡ 8:13: TheGreek text here is uncertain.
§ 8:20: Gr. Galatians. † 8:20: Some authorities read eight.
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23 Moreover Eleazer also, having read
aloud the sacred book, and having given as
watchword, “THE HELP OF GOD”, leading
the first band himself, joined battle with
Nicanor.

24Since theAlmighty fought on their side,
they killed more than nine thousand of the
enemy, andwounded and‡ disabledmost of
Nicanor’s army, and compelled them all to
flee.

25They took the money of those who had
come there tobuy themas slaves. After they
had pursued them for some §distance, they
returned, being constrained by the time of
the day;

26 for it was the day before the Sabbath,
and for this reason they made no effort to
chase them far.

27 †When theyhadgathered ‡theweapons
of the enemy together, and had stripped off
their spoils, they kept the Sabbath, greatly
blessing and thanking the Lord who had
saved them to this day, because he had
begun to showmercy to them.

28After the Sabbath,when theyhad given
some of the spoils to the §maimed, and to
the widows and orphans, they distributed
the rest amongst themselves and their chil-
dren.

29 When they had accomplished these
things and had made a common supplica-
tion, they implored the merciful Lord to be
wholly reconciled with his servants.

30 Having had an encounter with the
forces of Timotheus and Bacchides, they
killed more than twenty thousand of them,
and made themselves masters of exceed-
ingly high strongholds, and divided very
much plunder, giving the †maimed, or-
phans,widows, and theagedanequal share
with themselves.

31 ‡When they had gathered the weapons
§of the enemy together, they stored themall
up carefully in the most strategic positions,
and they carried the rest of the spoils to
Jerusalem.

32 They killed the †phylarch of Timo-
theus’s forces, a most unholy man, and one
who had done the Jewsmuch harm.

33 ‡As they celebrated the feast of victory
in the §city of their fathers, theyburnt those

who had set the sacred †gates on fire, in-
cluding Callisthenes, who had fled into ‡a
little house. So they received the proper
reward for their impiety.

34 The thrice-accursed Nicanor, who had
brought the thousandmerchants to buy the
Jews as slaves,

35 being through the help of the Lord
humbled by them who in his eyes were
held to be of least account, took off his
glorious apparel, and passing through the
country, §shunning all company like a fugi-
tive slave, arrived at Antioch, †having, as
he thought, had the greatest possible good
fortune, though his armywas destroyed.

36 He who had taken upon himself to
make tribute sure for the Romans by the
captivity of themenof Jerusalempublished
abroad that the Jews had One who fought
for them, and that ‡because this was so,
the Jews were invulnerable, because they
followed the laws ordained by him.

9
1 Now about that time, Antiochus re-

treated †in disorder from the region of Per-
sia.

2 For he had entered into the city called
Persepolis, and he attempted to rob ‡a tem-
ple and to control the city. Therefore the
multitudes rushed in and the people of the
country turned to defend themselves with
weapons; and it came to pass that Anti-
ochus was put to flight by the people of the
country and broke his campwith disgrace.

3 While he was at Ecbatana, news was
brought to him about what had happened
to Nicanor and the forces of Timotheus.

4 Being overcome by his anger, he
planned tomake the Jews suffer for the evil
deeds of those who had put him to flight.
Therefore, with judgement from heaven
even now accompanying him, he ordered
his charioteer todrivewithout ceasinguntil
he completed the journey; forhearrogantly
said this: “I will make Jerusalem a common
graveyard of Jews when I come there.”

5 But the All-seeing Lord, the God of Is-
rael, struck him with a §fatal and invisible
stroke. As soon as he had finished speaking
this word, an incurable pain of the bowels
seized him, with bitter torments of the in-
ner parts—

‡ 8:24: Gr. disabled in their limbs. § 8:25: Or,while † 8:27: Theexactmeaningof this clause is uncertain. ‡ 8:27:

Gr. their weapons...the spoils of the enemy. § 8:28: Or, wounded Gr. shamefully handled. † 8:30: Or, wounded Gr.

shamefully handled. ‡ 8:31: The exact meaning of this clause is uncertain. § 8:31: Gr. of them. † 8:32: That is,
probably, the captain of an irregular auxiliary force. Some write Phylarches, as a proper name. ‡ 8:33: The Greek

text here is perhaps corrupt. § 8:33: Or, country † 8:33: Or, porches ‡ 8:33: Or, a solitary hut § 8:35:
Gr. havingmade himself solitary. † 8:35: Or, havingwon the greatest possible favour by reason of the destruction of his
army ‡ 8:36: Or, because of this theirway of lifeGr. because of this manner. † 9:1: Or,with dishonour ‡ 9:2: Or,

temples § 9:5: Gr. remediless.
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6 and that most justly, for he had tor-
mented othermen’s bowels withmany and
strange sufferings.

7 But he in no way ceased from his rude
insolence. No, he was filled with even
more arrogance, breathing fire in his pas-
sion against the Jews, and giving orders to
hasten the journey. But it came to pass
moreover that he fell from his chariot as
it rushed along, and having a grievous fall
was tortured in all of the members of his
body.

8 He who had just supposed himself to
have the waves of the sea at his bidding
because he was so superhumanly arro-
gant, and who thought to weigh the heights
of the mountains in a balance, was now
brought to the ground and carried in a
litter, †showing to all that the power was
obviously God’s,

9 so that worms swarmed out of the impi-
ousman’s body, andwhilehewas still living
in anguish and pains, his flesh fell off, and
by reason of the stench all the army turned
with loathing from his decay.

10 The man who a little before supposed
himself to touch the stars of heaven, no
one could endure to carry because of his
intolerable stench.

11 Therefore he began in great part to
cease from his arrogance, being broken in
spirit, and to come to knowledge under the
scourge of God, his pains increasing every
moment.

12 When he himself could not stand his
own smell, he said these words: “It is right
to be subject to God, and that one who is
mortal should not think they are equal to
God.”

13 The vile man vowed to the sovereign
Lord, who now no more would have pity
upon him, saying

14 that the holy city, towhichhewas going
in haste to lay it even with the ground and
to ‡make it a common graveyard, he would
declare free.

15 Concerning the Jews, whom he had
decided not even to count worthy of burial,
but to cast them out to the animals with
their infants for the birds to devour, he
would make them all equal to citizens of
Athens.

16 The holy sanctuary, which before he
had plundered, he would adorn with best
offerings, and would restore all the sacred
vessels many times multiplied, and out of
his own revenueswould defray the charges
that were required for the sacrifices.

17Beside all this, he said that hewould be-
come a Jew andwould visit every inhabited

place, proclaiming the power of God.
18 But when his sufferings did in no way

cease, for the judgement of God had come
uponhim in righteousness, having givenup
all hope forhimself, hewrote to the Jews the
letter written below, having the nature of a
supplication, to this effect:

19 “To the worthy Jewish citizens, Anti-
ochus, king and general, wishes much joy
and health and prosperity.

20 May you and your children fare well,
and may your affairs be as you wish. Hav-
ingmy hope in heaven,

21 I rememberedwith affection your hon-
our and good will. Returning out of the
region of Persia, and being taken with an
annoying sickness, I deemed it necessary to
take thought for the common safety of all,

22 not despairing of myself, but having
great hope to escape from the sickness.

23 But considering that my father also,
at the time he led an army into the upper
country, appointed his successor,

24 to the end that, if anything fell out
contrary to expectation, or if any unwel-
come tidings were brought, the people in
the country, knowing towhomthe state had
been left, might not be troubled,

25 and, moreover, observing how the
princes who are along the borders and
neighbours to my kingdom watch for op-
portunities and look for the future event,
I have appointed my son Antiochus to be
king, whom I often entrusted and com-
mended tomost of youwhen Iwashurrying
to the upper provinces. I have written to
himwhat is written below.

26 I therefore urge you and beg you, hav-
ing in your remembrance the benefits done
to you in common and severally, to pre-
serve your present good will, each of you,
towards me andmy son.

27 For I am persuaded that he in gentle-
ness and kindness will follow my purpose
and treat you with moderation and kind-
ness.

28 So the murderer and blasphemer, hav-
ing endured the most intense sufferings,
even as he had dealt with othermen, ended
his life amongst the mountains by a most
piteous fate in a strange land.

29 Philip his foster brother took the body
home and then, fearing the son of An-
tiochus, he withdrew himself to Ptolemy
Philometor in Egypt.

10
1 Then Maccabaeus and those who were

with him, the Lord leading them on, recov-
ered the temple and the city.

† 9:8: Or, showingmanifestly to all the power of God ‡ 9:14: Gr. build.
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2 They pulled down the altars that had
been built in the marketplace by the for-
eigners, and also the sacred enclosures.

3 Having cleansed the sanctuary, they
made another altar of sacrifice. †Striking
flint and starting a fire, they offered sacri-
fices after they had ceased for two years,
burnt incense, lit lamps, and set out the
show bread.

4When they had done these things, they
fell prostrate and implored the Lord that
they might fall no more into such evils; but
that, if they ever did sin, theymight be chas-
tened by him with forbearance, and not
bedelivered toblasphemingandbarbarous
heathen.

5Now on the same day that the sanctuary
was profaned by foreigners, upon that very
day it came to pass that the sanctuary was
cleansed, evenon the twenty-fifthdayof the
samemonth, which is Chislev.

6They observed eight days with gladness
in the manner of the feast of tabernacles,
remembering how ‡not long before, during
the feast of tabernacles, they were wander-
ing in the mountains and in the caves like
wild animals.

7 Therefore carrying wands wreathed
with leaves, and beautiful branches, and
palm fronds also, they offered up hymns of
thanksgiving to him who had successfully
brought to pass the cleansing of his own
place.

8They ordained alsowith a public statute
and decree, for all the nation of the Jews,
that they should observe these days every
year.

9 Such were the events of the end of Anti-
ochus, who was called Epiphanes.

10Nowwewill declare what came to pass
under Antiochus §Eupator, who proved
himself a son of that ungodly man, and will
summarize themain evils of the wars.

11For thisman, when he succeeded to the
kingdom, appointed one Lysias to be chan-
cellor and supreme governor of Coelesyria
and Phoenicia.

12 For Ptolemy who was called Macron,
setting an example of observing justice to-
wards the Jews because of the wrong that
had been done to them, endeavored to deal
with them on peaceful terms.

13Whereuponbeingaccusedby theking’s
†friends before Eupator, and hearing him-
self called traitor at every turn because
he had abandoned Cyprus which Philome-
tor had entrusted to him, and had with-
drawnhimself toAntiochusEpiphanes, and

‡failing to uphold the honour of his office,
he took poison and did awaywith himself.

14 But when Gorgias was made governor
of the district, he maintained a force of
mercenaries, and at every turn kept upwar
with the Jews.

15Together with him the Idumaeans also,
being masters of important strongholds,
harassed the Jews; and received those who
had taken refuge from Jerusalem, they en-
deavored to keep up the war.

16 But Maccabaeus and his men, having
made solemn supplication and having im-
plored God to fight on their side, rushed
upon the strongholds of the Idumaeans.

17 Assaulting them vigorously, they took
control of the positions, and kept off all
who fought upon the wall, and killed those
whom they encountered, killing no fewer
than twenty thousand.

18 Because no fewer than nine thousand
hadfled into two very strong towers having
everything needed for a seige,

19 Maccabaeus, having left Simon and
Joseph, and also Zacchaeus and those who
were with him, a force sufficient to besiege
them, departed himself to places where he
wasmost needed.

20 But Simon and those who were with
him, yielding to covetousness, were bribed
by some of those who were in the towers,
and receiving seventy thousand drachmas,
let some of them slip away.

21 But when word was brought to Mac-
cabaeus of what was done, he gathered the
leaders of the people together, and accused
those men of having sold their kindred for
money by setting their enemies free to fight
against them.

22 So he killed these men for having
turned traitors, and immediately took pos-
session of the two towers.

23 Prospering with his weapons in
everything he undertook, he destroyed
more than twenty thousand in the two
strongholds.

24 Now Timotheus, who had been de-
feated by the Jews before, having gathered
together foreign forces in great multitudes,
and having collected the cavalry which be-
longed to Asia, not a few, came as though he
would take Judea by force of weapons.

25 But as he drew near, Maccabaeus and
his men sprinkled dirt on their heads and
girded their loins with sackcloth, in suppli-
cation to God,

26 and falling down upon the step in
front of the altar, implored him to become

† 10:3: Gr. firing. ‡ 10:6: Or, not long before they kept the feast of tabernacles by wandering § 10:10: That is, son

of a good father. † 10:13: See 2Maccabees 8:9 ‡ 10:13: The Greek text here is corrupt. § 10:26: Gr. propitious.
† 10:26: See Exodus 23:22.
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§gracious to them, and †be an enemy to
their enemies and an adversary to their
adversaries, as the law declares.

27 Rising from their prayer they took up
their weapons, and advanced some dis-
tance from the city. When they had come
near to their enemies, they‡ halted.

28When the dawnwas now breaking, the
two armies joined in battle, the one part
having this, beside virtue, for a pledge of
success and victory, that they had fled to
the Lord for refuge, the othersmaking their
passion their leader in the fight.

29When the battle became strong, there
appearedout of heaven to their adversaries
five splendidmen on horses with bridles of
gold, §and two of them, leading on the Jews,

30 and taking Maccabaeus in the midst
of them, and covering him with their own
armour, guarded him from wounds, while
they shot arrows and thunderbolts at the
enemies. For this reason, theywereblinded
and thrown into confusion, andwere cut to
pieces, filled with bewilderment.

31 Twenty thousand and five hundred
were slain, beside six hundred cavalry.

32 Timotheus himself fled into a
stronghold called Gazara, a fortress of
great strength, †where Chaereas was in
command.

33 Then Maccabaeus and his men were
glad and laid siege to the fortress for four
days.

34Those who were within, trusting in the
strength of the place, blasphemed exceed-
ingly, and hurled out impious words.

35 But at dawn of the fifth day, certain
young men of Maccabaeus’ company, in-
flamed with anger because of the blas-
phemies, assaulted thewallwithmasculine
force andwith ‡furious anger, and cut down
whoever came in their way.

36 Others climbing up in the same way,
while the enemies were distracted with
those who had made their way within, set
fire to the towers, and kindled fires that
burnt the blasphemers alive, while others
broke open the gates, and, having given
entrance to the rest of the band, occupied
the city.

37 They killed Timotheus, who was hid-
den in a cistern, and his brother Chaereas,
and Apollophanes.

38 When they had accomplished these
things, they blessed the Lord with hymns

and thanksgiving, blessing him who pro-
vides great benefits to Israel and gives them
the victory.

11
1Now after a very little time, Lysias, the

king’s guardian, kinsman, and chancellor,
being very displeased about the things that
had happened,

2 collected about eighty thousand in-
fantry and all his cavalry and came against
the Jews, planing to make the city a home
for Greeks,

3 and to levy tribute on the temple, as †on
the other sacred places of the nations, and
to put up the high priesthood for sale every
year.

4He took no account of God’s power, but
was puffed up with his ten thousands of
infantry, his thousands of cavalry, and his
eighty elephants.

5 Coming into Judea and approaching
Bethsuron, which was a strong place and
about five stadia‡ away from Jerusalem, he
pressed it hard.

6 When Maccabaeus and his men learnt
that he was besieging the strongholds, they
and all the people with lamentations and
tearsmade supplication to the Lord to send
a good angel to save Israel.

7 Maccabaeus himself took up weapons
first, and exhorted the others to put them-
selves in jeopardy together with him and
help their kindred; and they went out with
him very willingly.

8As theywere there, close to Jerusalem, a
horseman appeared at their head in white
apparel, brandishing§ weapons of gold.

9 They all together praised the merciful
God, and were yet more strengthened in
heart, being ready to †assail not only men
but the wildest animals and walls of iron,

10 they advanced in array, having him
who is in heaven to fight on their side, for
the Lord hadmercy on them.

11 Hurling themselves like lions against
the enemy, they killed eleven thousand in-
fantry and one thousand and six hundred
cavalry, and forced all the rest to flee.

12 Most of them escaped wounded and
naked. Lysias himself also escaped by
shameful flight.

13 But as he was a man not void of un-
derstanding, pondering the defeat which
had befallen him, and considering that the
Hebrews could not be overcome because

‡ 10:27: Gr. were by themselves. § 10:29: Some authorities read and leading on the Jews;whoalso, taking. † 10:32:
See ver. 37. ‡ 10:35: Gr. passion as of wild animals. † 11:3: Or, on all the sacred places of the heathen ‡ 11:5:
One stadia was roughly 189 metres or 618 feet, so 5 stadia was about a little less than 1 km or a little more than half a
mile. § 11:8: Gr. a panoply. † 11:9: Gr. wound. ‡ 11:14: The Greek text here is corrupt.
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the Almighty God fought on their side, he
sent again

14 and persuaded them to come to terms
on condition that all their rights were ac-
knowledged, and ‡promised that he would
also persuade the king to become their
friend.

15Maccabaeus gave consent upon all the
conditions which Lysias proposed to him,
being careful of the common good; for
whatever requests Maccabaeus delivered
inwriting to Lysias concerning the Jews the
king allowed.

16 The letter written to the Jews from
Lysias was to this effect:

“Lysias to the §people of the Jews, greet-
ings.

17 John andAbsalom,whowere sent from
you, having delivered the document writ-
ten below, made request concerning the
things written therein.

18 Whatever things therefore needed to
be brought before the king I declared to
him, and what things were possible he al-
lowed.

19 If then you will all preserve your good
will towards the government, I will also
endeavour in the future to contribute to
your good.

20 Concerning this, I have given order in
detail, both to these men and to those who
are sent fromme, to confer with you.

21 Farewell. Written in the one hundred
and forty-eighth year, on the twenty-fourth
day of themonth †Dioscorinthius.”

22 And the king’s letter contained these
words:

“King Antiochus to his brother Lysias,
greetings.

23 Seeing that our father passed to the
gods having thewish that the subjects of his
kingdom ‡should be undisturbed and give
themselves to the care of their own affairs,

24 we, having heard that the Jews do
not consent to our father’s purpose to turn
them to the customs of the Greeks, but
choose rather their own way of living, and
make request that the customs of their law
be allowed to them—

25choosing therefore that this nation also
should be free from disturbance, we de-
termine that their temple is to be restored
to them, and that they live according to
the customs that were in the days of their
ancestors.

26You will therefore do well to send mes-
sengers to them and give them the right
hand of friendship, that they, knowing our

mind, may be of good heart, and gladly oc-
cupy themselves with the conduct of their
own affairs.”

27And to the nation, the king’s letter was
as follows:

“King Antiochus to the senate of the Jews
and to the other Jews, greetings.

28 If you are all well, it is as we desire. We
ourselves also are in good health.

29Menelaus informed us that your desire
was to return home and follow your own
business.

30They therefore who depart home up to
the thirtiethdayofXanthicus shall haveour
§friendship, with full permission

31 that the Jews use their own foods and
observe their own laws, even as formerly.
None of them shall be in any way molested
for the things that have been done in igno-
rance.

32 Moreover I have sent Menelaus also,
that hemay encourage you.

33 Farewell. Written in the one hundred
and forty-eighth year, on the fifteenth day
of Xanthicus.”

34TheRomans also sent to thema letter in
these words:

“Quintus Memmius and Titus Manius,
ambassadors of the Romans, to the people
of the Jews, greetings.

35 In regard to the thingswhich Lysias the
king’s kinsman granted you, we also give
consent.

36 But as for the things which he judged
should be referred to the king, send some-
one promptly, after you have considered
them, that we may publish such decrees as
are appropriate for your case; forwe are on
our way to Antioch.

37 Therefore send someone with speed,
that we also may learn what is yourmind.

38 †Farewell. Written in the one hundred
and forty-eighth year, on the fifteenth day
of Xanthicus.

12
1Sowhen this agreement hadbeenmade,

Lysias departed to the king, and the Jews
went about their farming.

2 But some of the governors of districts,
Timotheus and Apollonius the son of
Gennaeus, and also Hieronymus and
Demophon, and beside them Nicanor the
governor of Cyprus, would not allow them
to enjoy tranquillity and live in peace.

3 Men of Joppa perpetrated this great
impiety: they invited the Jews who lived
amongst them to go with their wives and

§ 11:16: Gr. multitude. † 11:21: This month name is not found elsewhere, and is perhaps corrupt. ‡ 11:23: Or,

should not be disquieted but § 11:30: Gr. right hand. † 11:38: Gr. Be in good health. † 12:4: Gr. they also.
‡ 12:4: Gr. after.
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children into the boats which they had pro-
vided, as though theyhadno illwill towards
them.

4When† the Jews,‡ relying on the public
vote of the city, accepted the invitation,
as men desiring to live in peace and sus-
pecting nothing, they took them out to sea
and drowned not less than two hundred of
them.

5When Judas heard of the cruelty done to
his fellow-countrymen, giving command to
themen that were with him

6 and calling upon God the righteous
Judge, he came against the murderers of
his kindred, and set the harbour on fire at
night, burnt the boats, and put to the sword
those who had fled there.

7 But when the town gates were closed,
he withdrew, intending to come again to
root out the whole community of the men
of Joppa.

8 But learning that the men of Jamnia
intended to do the same thing to the Jews
who lived amongst them,

9 he attacked the Jamnites at night, and
set fire to the harbour together with the
fleet, so that the glare of the light was seen
at Jerusalem, two hundred and forty fur-
longs§ distant.

10Nowwhen theyhaddrawnoffnine fur-
longs† from there, as they marched against
Timotheus, an army of Arabians attacked
him, no fewer than five thousand infantry
and five hundred cavalry.

11 And when a hard battle had been
fought, and Judas and his company, by the
help of God, had good success, the nomads
being overcome implored Judas to grant
them friendship, promising to give him
livestock, and tohelp ‡his people in all other
ways.

12 So Judas, thinking that they would in-
deed be profitable in many things, agreed
to live in peace with them; and receiving
pledges of friendship they departed to their
tents.

13 He also attacked a certain city, strong
and fencedwith earthworks andwalls, and
inhabited by a mixed multitude of various
nations. It was named Caspin.

14 Those who were within, trusting in
the strength of the walls and their store
of provisions, behaved themselves rudely
towards Judas and those who were with

him, railing, and furthermore blaspheming
and speaking impious words.

15 But Judas and his company, calling
upon the great Sovereign of the world, who
without rams and cunning engines of war
hurled down Jericho in the times of Joshua,
rushed wildly against the wall.

16 Having taken the city by the will of
God, they made unspeakable slaughter, so
much that the adjoining lake, which was
two furlongs§ broad, appeared to be filled
with the deluge of blood.

17 When they had gone seven hundred
and fifty furlongs† from there, they made
their way to Charax, to the Jews that are
called ‡Tubieni.

18 They didn’t find Timotheus in that dis-
trict, for he had by then departed from the
district without accomplishing anything,
but had left behind a very strong garrison
in one place.

19But Dositheus and Sosipater, who were
captains under Maccabaeus, went out and
destroyed those who had been left by Tim-
otheus in the stronghold, more than ten
thousandmen.

20 Maccabaeus, arranging his own army
in divisions, set §these two over the bands,
and marched in haste against Timotheus,
who hadwith himone hundred and twenty
thousand infantry and two thousand and
five hundred cavalry.

21 When Timotheus heard of the ap-
proach of Judas, he at once sent away the
women and the children with the baggage
into the fortress called †Carnion; for the
place was hard to besiege and difficult of
access by reason of the narrowness of the
approaches on all sides.

22 When the band of Judas, who led the
first division, appeared in sight, and when
terror and fear came upon the enemy, be-
cause themanifestation of himwho sees all
things came upon them, they fled in every
direction, carried this way and that, so that
they were often injured by their own men,
and pierced with the points of their own
swords.

23 Judas continued the pursuit more vig-
orously, putting the wicked wretches to the
sword, and he destroyed as many as thirty
thousandmen.

24 Timotheus himself, falling in with the
company of Dositheus and Sosipater, im-
plored them with much crafty guile to let

§ 12:9: a furlong is about 201 metres or 220 yards, so 240 furlongs is about 48 km. or 30 miles † 12:10: a furlong is

about 201 metres or 220 yards, so 9 furlongs is about 1.8 km. or 1 1/8 miles ‡ 12:11: Gr. them. § 12:16: a furlong
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him go with his life, because he had in his
power the parents of many of them and the
kindred of some. ‡“Otherwise, he said, little
regard will §be shown to these.”

25 So when he had with many words con-
firmed the agreement to restore themwith-
out harm, they let him go that they might
save their kindred.

26Then Judas, marching against †Carnion
and the temple of Atergatis, killed twenty-
five thousand people.

27After he had put these to flight and de-
stroyed them, he marched against Ephron
also, a strong city, ‡wherein were multi-
tudes of people of all nations. Stalwart
young men placed §on the walls made a
vigorous defence. There were great stores
of war engines and darts there.

28 But calling upon the Sovereign who
with might shatters the †strength of ‡the
enemy, they took the city into their hands,
and killed asmany as twenty-five thousand
of those whowere in it.

29 Setting out from there, they marched
in haste against Scythopolis, which is six
hundred furlongs§ away from Jerusalem.

30 But when the Jews who were settled
there testified of the good will that the
Scythopolitans had shown towards them,
and of their kind treatment of them in the
times of their misfortune,

31 they gave thanks, and further exhorted
them to remain well disposed towards the
race for the future. Then they went up to
Jerusalem, the feast of weeks being close at
hand.

32Butafter the feast calledPentecost, they
marched inhaste againstGorgias the gover-
nor of Idumaea.

33 He came out with three thousand in-
fantry and four hundred cavalry.

34When they had set themselves in array,
it came to pass that a few of the Jews fell.

35 A certain Dositheus, one †of Bacenor’s
company, who was on horseback and was
a strongman, pressed hard on Gorgias, and
taking hold of his cloke dragged him along
by main force. While he planned to take
the accursedman alive, one of the Thracian
cavalry bore down on him and disabled
his shoulder, and so Gorgias escaped to
‡Marisa.

36When those who were with Esdris had
been fighting long and were weary, Judas
called upon the Lord to show himself, fight-
ing on their side and leading in the battle.

37 Then in the language of his ances-
tors he raised the battle cry joined with
hymns. Then he rushed against Gorgias’
troopswhen theywerenot expecting it, and
put them to flight.

38 Judas gathered his army and came to
the city of §Adullam. As the seventh day
was coming on, they purified themselves
according to the custom, and kept the Sab-
bath there.

39 On the following day, †when it had
become necessary, Judas and his company
came to takeup the bodies of thosewhohad
fallen, ‡and in companywith their kinsmen
tobring themback to the sepulchresof their
ancestors.

40 But under the garments of each one of
the dead they found §consecrated tokens of
the idols of Jamnia, which the law forbids
the Jews to have anything to do with. It
became clear to all that it was for this cause
that they had fallen.

41 All therefore, blessing the ways of the
Lord, the righteous Judge, whomakesman-
ifest the things that are hidden,

42 turned themselves to supplication,
praying that the sin committed might
be wholly blotted out. The noble Judas
exhorted the multitude to keep themselves
from sin, for they had seen with their own
eyes what happened because of the sin of
those who had fallen.

43Whenhe hadmade a collectionman by
man to the sum of two thousand drachmas
of silver, he sent to Jerusalem to offer a
sacrifice for sin, doing very well and hon-
ourably in this, in that he took thought for
the resurrection.

44 For if he wasn’t expecting that those
whohad fallenwouldriseagain, itwouldbe
superfluous and idle to pray for the dead.

45 But if he was looking forward to an
honourable memorial of gratitude laid up
for those who †die ‡in godliness, then the
thought was holy and godly. Therefore he
made the atoning sacrifice for those who
had died, that they might be released from
their sin.

‡ 12:24: Gr. and the result will be that these be disregarded. The Greek text here is perhaps corrupt. § 12:24: Or, have
been shown † 12:26: Compare Carnain, 1Maccabees 5:26, 43, 44. ‡ 12:27: The Greek text here is perhaps corrupt.
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13
1 In the onehundredand forty-ninth year,

news was brought to Judas and his com-
pany that Antiochus Eupator was coming
withmultitudes against Judea,

2 and with him Lysias his guardian and
chancellor, each having a Greek force of
one hundred and ten thousand infantry,
five thousand and three hundred cavalry,
twenty-two elephants, and three hundred
chariots armedwith scythes.

3 And Menelaus also joined himself with
them, andwith great hypocrisy encouraged
Antiochus, not for the saving of his country,
but because he thought that hewould be set
over the government.

4But theKingofkings stirredup theanger
of Antiochus against the wicked wretch.
When Lysias informed him that this man
was the cause of all the evils, the king com-
manded to bring him to Beroea, and to put
him to death in the way customary in that
place.

5Now there is in that place a tower that is
fifty cubits high, full of ashes, and it had all
around it a †circular rim sloping steeply on
every side into the ashes.

6 Here one who is guilty of sacrilege or
notorious for other crimes is pushed down
to destruction.

7 By such a fate it happened that the
breaker of the law,Menelaus, died, without
obtaining so much as a grave in the earth,
and that justly;

8 for inasmuch as he had perpetrated
many sins ‡against the altar, whose fire
andwhose ashes were holy, he received his
death in ashes.

9Now the king,§ infuriated in spirit, was
comingwith intent to inflict on the Jews the
very worst of the sufferings that had been
done in his father’s time.

10 But when Judas heard of these things,
he commanded the multitude to call upon
the Lord day and night, if ever at any other
time, so now to help those who were at the
point of being deprived of the law, their
country, and the holy temple,

11 and not to allow the people who had
just begun to be revived to fall into the
hands of those profane heathen.

12 So when they had all done the same
thing together, †begging the merciful Lord
with weeping and fastings and prostration

for three days without ceasing, Judas ex-
horted them and commanded they should
join him.

13 Having consulted privately with the
elders, he resolved that before the king’s
army entered into Judea and made them-
selvesmasters of the city, they should goout
and decide thematter by the help of ‡God.

14 And committing the decision to the
§Lord of the world, and exhorting those
who were with him to contend nobly even
to death for laws, temple, city, country, and
way of life, he pitched his camp byModin.

15He gave out to his men the watchword,
“VICTORY IS GOD’S”, with a chosen force of
the bravest young men he attacked by the
king’s pavilion by night, and killed of his
army as many as two thousand men, and
†brought down the leading elephant with
himwhowas in the ‡tower on him.

16At last they filled the §armywith terror
andalarm, anddepartedwith good success.

17 This had been accomplished when the
daywas just dawning, because of the Lord’s
protection that gave †Judas help.

18 But the king, having had a taste of
the exceeding boldness of the Jews, made
strategic attacks on their positions,

19 and on a strong fortress of the Jews at
Bethsura. He advanced, was turned back,
failed, and was defeated.

20 Judas sent the things that were neces-
sary to those whowere within.

21 But Rhodocus, from the Jewish ranks,
made secrets known to the enemy. He was
sought out, arrested, and shut up in prison.

22The king negotiated with them in Beth-
sura the second time, gave his hand, took
theirs, departed, attacked the forces of Ju-
das, was put to the worse,

23 heard that Philip who had been left
as chancellor in Antioch had become reck-
less, was confounded, made to the Jews an
overture of peace, submitted himself and
swore to acknowledge all their rights, came
to terms with them and offered sacrifice,
honoured the sanctuary and the place,

24 showed kindness and graciously
received Maccabaeus, left Hegemonides
governor from Ptolemais even to the
‡Gerrenians,

25 and came to Ptolemais. The men of
Ptolemais were displeased at the treaty,
for they had exceedingly great indignation
against the Jews. They desired to annul the
articles of the agreement.

† 13:5: Gr. contrivance or machine. ‡ 13:8: Gr. about. § 13:9: Some authorities read indignant. † 13:12: Gr.

and implored. ‡ 13:13: Some authorities read the Lord. § 13:14: Some authorities read Creator. † 13:15: The
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26 Lysias §came forward to speak, made
the best defence that was possible, per-
suaded, pacified, gained their good will,
and departed to Antioch. This was the issue
of the attack and departure of the king.

14
1 Three years later, news was brought

to Judas and his company that Demetrius
the son of Seleucus, having sailed into the
harbour of Tripoliswith amighty army and
a fleet,

2 had taken possession of the country,
having made away with Antiochus and his
guardian Lysias.

3 But one Alcimus, who had formerly
been high priest, and had wilfully pol-
luted himself in the times when there was
no mingling with the Gentiles, considering
that there was no deliverance for him in
any way, nor any more access to the holy
altar,

4came toKingDemetrius in about theone
hundred and fifty-first year, presenting to
him a crown of gold and a palm, and beside
these some of the festal olive boughs of the
temple. For that day, he held his peace;

5 but having gotten opportunity to fur-
ther his own madness, being called by
Demetrius intoameetingofhis council, and
askedhow the Jews stoodaffected andwhat
they intended, he answered:

6 “Those of the Jews called †Hasidaeans,
whose leader is Judas Maccabaeus, keep
up war and are seditious, not allowing the
kingdom to find tranquillity.

7 Therefore, having laid aside my ances-
tral glory—I mean the high priesthood—I
have now come ‡here,

8 first for the genuine care I have for the
things that concern the king, and secondly
because Ihave regardalso tomyownfellow
citizens. For through the unadvised dealing
of those of whom I spoke before, our whole
race is in no small misfortune.

9 O king, having informed yourself of
these things, take thought both for our
country and for our race, which is sur-
rounded by enemies, according to the gra-
cious kindness with which you receive all.

10 For as long as Judas remains alive, it
is impossible for the government to find
peace.

11 When he had spoken such words as
these, at once§the rest of theking’s †friends,
having ill will against Judas, inflamed
Demetrius yet more.

12 He immediately appointed Nicanor,
who had beenmaster of the elephants, and
made him governor of Judea. He sent him
out,

13 giving him written instructions to kill
Judashimself and to scatter thosewhowere
with him, and to set up Alcimus as high
priest of the ‡great temple.

14 Those in Judea who §had driven Judas
into exile thronged to Nicanor in flocks,
supposing that themisfortunes and calami-
ties of the Jewswould be successes to them-
selves.

15 But when the Jews heard of Nicanor’s
advance and the assault of the heathen,
they sprinkleddirt on theirheadsandmade
solemnprayers to himwhohad established
his own people for evermore, and who al-
ways, making manifest his presence, up-
holds those who are his own heritage.

16 †When the leader had given orders, he
immediately set out from there and joined
battle with them at a village called Lessau.

17 But Simon, the brother of Judas, had
encountered Nicanor, yet not till late, hav-
ing been delayed by reason of the sudden
consternation caused by his adversaries.

18 Nevertheless Nicanor, hearing of the
valour of those who were with Judas, and
their courage in fighting for their country,
shrank from bringing the matter to the de-
cision of the sword.

19 Therefore he sent Posidonius,
Theodotus, and Mattathias to give and
receive pledges of friendship.

20Sowhen these proposals had been long
considered, and the leader had made the
‡troops acquainted with them, and it ap-
peared that they were all of like mind, they
consented to the covenants.

21They appointed a day onwhich tomeet
together by themselves. A chariot came
forward from each army. They set up seats
of honour.

22 Judas stationed armed men ready
in convenient places, lest perhaps there
should suddenly be treachery on the part
of the enemy. They held a conference as
was appropriate.

23 Nicanor waited in Jerusalem, and did
nothing tocausedisturbance, butdismissed
the flocks of people that had gathered to-
gether.

24 He kept Judas always in his presence.
He had gained a hearty affection for the
man.

† 14:6: That is, Chasidim. ‡ 14:7: Some authorities read a second time. § 14:11: Or, the king’s friends likewise
† 14:11: See 2 Maccabees 8:9. ‡ 14:13: Gr. greatest. § 14:14: See 2 Maccabees 5:27. † 14:16: The Greek text
of this verse and the next is corrupt. ‡ 14:20: Or, peopleGr. multitudes.
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25He urged him to marry and have chil-
dren. He married, settled quietly, and took
part in common life.

26 But Alcimus, perceiving the good will
that was between them, §and having taken
possession of the covenants that had been
made, came to Demetrius and told him that
Nicanorwasdisloyal to the government, for
he had appointed that conspirator against
his kingdom, Judas, to be his successor.

27 The king, falling into a rage, and
being exasperated by the false accusa-
tions of that most wicked man, wrote to
Nicanor, signifying that he was displeased
at the covenants, and commanding him to
sendMaccabaeus prisoner to Antioch in all
haste.

28 When this message came to Nicanor,
he was confounded, and was very troubled
at the thought of annulling the articles that
had been agreed upon, the man having
done no wrong;

29but because there was no opposing the
king, he watched his time to execute this
purpose by strategy.

30 But Maccabaeus, when he perceived
that Nicanor was behaving more harshly
in his dealings with him, and that he had
become ruler in his customary bearing, un-
derstanding that this harshness came not
of good, gathered together not a few of his
men, and concealed himself fromNicanor.

31But the other,† when he became aware
that he had been bravely defeated by the
strategy of Judas,‡ came to the great§ and
holy temple, while the priestswere offering
the usual sacrifices, and commanded them
to hand over theman.

32 When they declared with oaths that
they had no knowledgewhere themanwas
whom he sought,

33he stretched out his right hand towards
the sanctuary, and swore this oath: “If you
won’t deliver up to me Judas as a prisoner,
I will level this †temple of God even with
the ground, break down the altar, and I will
erect here a temple to Dionysus for all to
see.

34And having said this, he departed. But
the priests, stretching forth their hands to-
wards heaven, calleduponhimwhoalways
fights for our nation, in these words:

35 “You, O Lord of the universe, who in
yourself have need of nothing, were well
pleased that a sanctuaryof yourhabitation‡
should be set amongst us.

36Sonow,OholyLordof all holiness, keep
undefiled forever this house that has been
recently cleansed.”

37Now information was given to Nicanor
against one Razis, an elder of Jerusalem,
who was a lover of his countrymen and a
man of very good report, and one called
Father of the Jews for his good will.

38For in the former timeswhen therewas
no mingling with the Gentiles, he had been
accused of following the Jews’ religion, and
had risked body and life with all earnest-
ness for the religion of the Jews.

39 Nicanor, wishing to make evident the
ill will that he bore against the Jews, sent
above five hundred soldiers to seize him;

40 for he thought by seizing him to inflict
an injury on them.

41But when the §troops were at the point
of taking the tower, and were forcing the
door of the court, and asked for fire to burn
the doors, he, being surrounded on every
side, fell upon his sword,

42 choosing rather to die nobly than to
fall into the hands of the wicked wretches,
and suffer outrage unworthy of his own
nobleness.

43But since he missed his stroke through
the excitement of the struggle, and the
crowds were now rushing within the door,
he ran bravely up to the wall and cast him-
self down bravely amongst the crowds.

44 But as they quickly gave back, a space
was made, and he fell on the middle of †his
side.

45 Still having breath within him, and be-
ing inflamed with anger, he rose up, and
though his blood gushed out in streams and
his wounds were grievous, he ran through
the crowds, and standingupona steep rock,

46when as his blood was now well near
spent, he drew forth his bowels through the
wound, and taking them in both his hands
he shook them at the crowds. Calling upon
him who is Lord of life and spirit to restore
him ‡these again, he died like this.

15
1 But Nicanor, hearing that Judas and his

companywere in the region of Samaria, re-
solved to attack them with complete safety
on the day of rest.

2When the Jews who were compelled to
follow him said, “Don’t destroy so savagely
and barbarously, but give due glory to the
day which he who sees all things has hon-
oured and hallowed above other days.”

§ 14:26: Or, and the covenants that had beenmade, took occasion and came † 14:31: Or, though hewas conscious that
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3 Then the thrice-accursed wretch asked
if there were a Sovereign in heaven who
had commanded to keep the Sabbath day.

4When they declared, “There is the Lord,
living himself as Sovereign in heaven, who
told us observe the seventh day.”

5 He replied, “I also am a sovereign on
the earth, who commands you to take up
weapons and execute the king’s business.”
Nevertheless he didn’t prevail to execute
his cruel plan.

6 And Nicanor, †in his utter boastfulness
and arrogance, had determined to set up a
monument of complete victory over Judas
and all those whowere with him.

7 But Maccabaeus still trusted unceas-
ingly, with all hope that he should obtain
help from the Lord.

8He exhorted his company not to be fear-
ful at theassault of theheathen, butkeeping
inmind thehelpwhich in former times they
had often received from heaven, so now
also to look for the victory which would
come to them from the Almighty,

9 and encouraging them out of the law
and the prophets, and reminding them of
the conflicts that they had won, he made
themmore eager.

10 And when he had aroused their
courage, he gave them orders, at the same
time pointing out the faithlessness of the
heathen and their breach of their oaths.

11Arming each one of them, not so much
with the sure defence of shields and spears
as with the encouragement of good words,
and moreover relating to them a dream
worthy to be believed, he made them all
exceedingly glad.

12 The vision of that dream was this:
Onias, hewho had been high priest, a noble
and good man, modest in bearing, yet gen-
tle inmanner andwell-spoken, and trained
from a child in all points of virtue, with
outstretched hands invoking blessings on
the whole body of the Jews.

13 Then he saw a man appear, of venera-
ble age and exceeding glory, and the dignity
around him was wonderful and most ma-
jestic.

14 Onias answered and said, “This is the
lover of the kindred, hewhopraysmuch for
the people and the holy city: Jeremiah the
prophet of God.

15 Jeremiah stretched out his right hand
and delivered to Judas a gold sword, and in
giving it addressed him thus:

16 “Take this holy sword, a gift from God,
withwhichyou shall strikedown theadver-
saries.”

17 Being encouraged by the words of Ju-
das, which were noble and effective, and
able to incite to virtue and to stir the souls
of the young to manly courage, they de-
termined not to carry on a campaign, but
nobly to bear down upon the enemy, and
fightinghand tohandwithall couragebring
thematter to a conclusion, because the city,
the sanctuary, and the temple were in dan-
ger.

18 For their fear for wives and children,
and furthermore for family and relatives,
was less important to them; but greatest
and first was their fear for the consecrated
sanctuary.

19Also those whowere shut up in the city
were in no light distress, being troubled be-
cause of the encounter in the open country.

20 When all were now waiting for the
decision of the issue, and the enemy had al-
ready joined battle, and the army had been
set in array, and the elephants‡ brought
back to a convenient post,§ and the cavalry
deployed on the flanks,

21 Maccabaeus, perceiving the presence
of the †troops, and the various weapons
with which they were equipped, and the
savageness of the ‡elephants, holding up
his hands to heaven called upon the Lord
who works wonders, knowing that success
comes not by weapons, but that, according
to how the Lord judges, he gains the victory
for those who are worthy.

22 And calling upon God, he said this:
“You, O Sovereign Lord, sent your angel in
the time of King Hezekiah of Judea, and he
killed of the §army of Sennacherib asmany
as one hundred and eighty-five thousand.

23 So now also, O Sovereign of the heav-
ens, send a good angel before us to bring
terror and trembling.

24 Through the greatness of your arm let
them be stricken with dismay who with
blasphemy have come here against your
holy people.” As he finished these words,

25 Nicanor and his company advanced
with trumpets and victory songs;

26 but Judas and his company joined bat-
tle with the enemy with invocation and
prayers.

27 Fighting with their hands and praying
to God with their hearts, they killed no less
than thirty-five thousand men, being made
exceedingly glad by the manifestation of
God.

28 When the engagement was over and
they were returning again with joy, they
recognised Nicanor lying dead in full ar-
mour.

† 15:6: Gr. carrying his neck high. ‡ 15:20: Gr. animals. § 15:20: Or, stationed for convenient action † 15:21:

Gr. multitudes. ‡ 15:21: Gr. animals. § 15:22: Gr. camp.



2Maccabees 15:29 958 2Maccabees 15:39

29 Then there was shouting and noise,
and they blessed the Sovereign Lord in the
language of their ancestors.

30 He who in all things was in body and
soul the foremost champion of his fellow-
citizens, he who kept through life the good
will of his youth towards his countrymen,
ordered that Nicanor’s head be cut off with
his hand and arm, and that they be brought
to Jerusalem.

31 When he had arrived there and had
called his countrymen together and set the
priests before the altar, he sent for those
whowere in the citadel.

32 Showing the head of the vile Nicanor
and the hand of that profane man, which
with proud brags he had stretched out
against the holy house of the Almighty,

33 and cutting out the tongue of the im-
pious Nicanor, he said that he would give
it in pieces to the birds, and hang up these
rewards of his folly near the sanctuary.

34 They all, looking up to heaven, blessed
the Lord who had manifested himself, say-
ing, “Blessed is he who has preserved his
own place undefiled!”

35He hung Nicanor’s head and shoulder
from the citadel, a clear sign evident to all
of the help of the Lord.

36 They all ordained with a common de-
cree to in no way let this day pass undis-
tinguished, but to mark with honour the
thirteenth day of the twelfth month (it is
called Adar in the Syrian language), the day
before the day of Mordecai.

37 This then having been the account of
the attempt of Nicanor, and the city having
from those timesbeenheldby theHebrews,
I also will here make an end of my book.

38 If I havewrittenwell and to the point in
my story, this is what I myself desired; but
if its poorly done and mediocre, this is the
best I could do.

39 For as it is †distasteful to drink wine
alone and likewise to drink water alone,
‡while the mingling of wine with water at
once gives full pleasantness to the flavour;
so also the fashioning of the language de-
lights the ears of those who read the story.
Here is the end.

† 15:39: Or, hurtful ‡ 15:39: Gr. but even as.
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The First Book of Esdras
The First Book of Esdras is recognised as

Deuterocanonical Scripture by the Greek
Orthodox and Russian Orthodox Churches.
It is not recognised by the Roman Catholic
Church, but 1 Esdras is placed as an ap-
pendix to the Latin Vulgate Bible.

1 *Josias held the Passover in Jerusalem
to his Lord, and offered the Passover the
fourteenth day of the first month,

2having set the priests according to their
daily courses, being arrayed in their vest-
ments, in the Lord’s temple.

3He spoke to the Levites, *the temple ser-
vants of Israel, that they shouldmake them-
selves holy to the Lord, to set the holy ark of
the Lord in thehouse that King Solomon the
son of David had built.

4He said, “You no longer need to carry it
on your shoulders. Now therefore serve the
Lord your God, and minister to his people
Israel, and prepare yourselves by your fa-
thers’ houses and kindred,

5 according to the writing of King David
of Israel, and according to themagnificence
of Solomon his son. Stand in the holy place
according to the divisions of your Levite
families who minister in the presence of
your kindred the descendants of Israel.

6Offer the Passover in order, prepare the
sacrifices for your kindred, and keep the
Passover according to theLord’s command-
ment, which was given to Moses.

7To thepeoplewhichwerepresent, Josias
gave thirty thousand lambs and kids, and
three thousand calves. These things were
given from the king’s possessions, as he
promised, to the people and to the priests
and Levites.

8 Helkias, Zacharias, and †Esyelus, the
rulers of the temple, gave to the priests for
thePassover two thousandand sixhundred
sheep, and three hundred calves.

9 Jeconias, Samaias, Nathanael his
brother, Sabias, Ochielus, and Joram,
captainsover thousands, gave to theLevites
for the Passover five thousand sheep and
seven hundred calves.

10 When these things were done, the
priests and Levites, having the unleavened
bread, stood in proper order according to
the kindred,

11 and according to the several divisions
by fathers’ houses, before the people, to
offer to the Lord as it is written in the book
of Moses. They did this in themorning.

12 They roasted the Passover lamb with
fire, as required. They boiled the sacrifices
in the brazen vessels and cauldrons with a
pleasing smell,

13 and set them before all the people. Af-
terward they prepared for themselves and
for their kindred the priests, the sons of
Aaron.

14 For the priests offered the fat until
night. The Levites prepared for themselves
and for their kindred the priests, the sons of
Aaron.

15 The holy singers also, the sons of As-
aph, were in their order, according to the
appointment of David: Asaph, Zacharias,
and Eddinus, who represented the king.

16Moreover the gatekeepers were at ev-
ery gate. No one needed to depart from his
daily duties, for their kindred the Levites
prepared for them.

17So the things thatbelonged to theLord’s
sacrificeswere accomplished in that day, in
holding the Passover,

18 and offering sacrifices on the altar of
the Lord, according to the commandment
of King Josias.

19 So the children of Israel which were
present at that time held the Passover and
the feast of unleavened bread seven days.

20 Such a Passover had not been held in
Israel since the time of the prophet Samuel.

21 Indeed, none of the kings of Israel held
such a Passover as Josias with the priests,
theLevites, and the Jews, heldwithall Israel
that were present in their dwelling place at
Jerusalem.

22 This Passover was held in the eigh-
teenth year of the reign of Josias.

23Theworksof Josiaswereuprightbefore
his Lord with a heart full of godliness.

24Moreover the things that came to pass
in his days have been written in times
past, concerning those who sinned and did
wickedly against the Lord more than any
other people or kingdom, and how they
grieved him ‡exceedingly, so that the Lord’s
words were confirmed against Israel.

25 *Now after all these acts of Josias, it
came to pass that Pharaoh the king of Egypt
came to make war at Carchemish on the
Euphrates; and Josiaswent out against him.

26 But the king of Egypt sent to him, say-
ing, “What do I have to do with you, O king
of Judea?

27 I wasn’t sent out from the Lord God
against you, for my war is against the Eu-
phrates. Now the Lord is with me, yes,
the Lord is with me hastening me forward.

* 1:1: 2 Kings 23:21; 2 Chronicles 35:1 * 1:3: Numbers 3:9 † 1:8: Jehiel, 2 Chronicles 35:8. ‡ 1:24: Or, sensibly

Judges 16:17. * 1:25: 2 Chronicles 35:20
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Depart from me, and don’t be against the
Lord.”

28However, Josias didn’t turn back to his
chariot, but tried to fight with him, not
regarding the words of the prophet Jeremy
from the Lord’s mouth,

29 but joined battle with him in the plain
of Megiddo, and the commanders came
down against King Josias.

30 Then the king said to his servants,
“Carry me away out of the battle, for I am
very weak!” Immediately his servants car-
ried him away out of the army.

31 Then he got into his second chariot.
After he was brought back to Jerusalem he
died, and was buried in the tomb of his
ancestors.

32 All Judea mourned for Josias. Jeremy
the prophet lamented for Josias, and the
chief men with the women made lamenta-
tion for him to this day. This was given out
for an ordinance to be done continually in
all the nation of Israel.

33 These things are written in the book
of the histories of the kings of Judea, and
every one of the acts that Josias did, and
his glory, and his understanding in the law
of the Lord, and the things that he had
done before, and the things now told, are
reported in the book of the kings of Israel
and Judah.

34 *The people took §Joachaz the son of
Josias, and made him king instead of Josias
his father, when he was twenty-three years
old.

35He reigned in Judah and Jerusalem for
three months. Then the king of Egypt de-
posed him from reigning in Jerusalem.

36 He set a tax upon the people of one
hundred talents of silver and one talent of
gold.

37 The king of Egypt also made King
Joakim his brother king of Judea and
Jerusalem.

38 And Joakim imprisoned the nobles
and apprehended his brother Zarakes, and
brought him up out of Egypt.

39 *Joakim was twenty-five years old
when he began to reign in Judea and
Jerusalem. Hedid thatwhichwas evil in the
sight of the Lord.

40 King Nabuchodonosor of Babylon
came up against him, bound him with a
chain of brass, and carried him to Babylon.

41Nabuchodonosor also took some of the
Lord’s holy vessels, carried them away, and
stored them in his own temple at Babylon.

42 But those things that are reported of
him, and of his uncleanness and impiety,
are written in the chronicles of the kings.

43 Then Joakim his son reigned in his
place. When he was made king, he was
eighteen years old.

44He reigned three months and ten days
in Jerusalem. He did that which was evil
before the Lord.

45 So after a year Nabuchodonosor sent
and caused him to be brought to Babylon
with the holy vessels of the Lord,

46 and made Sedekias king of Judea and
Jerusalem when he was twenty-one years
old. He reigned eleven years.

47He also did that which was evil in the
sight of the Lord, and didn’t heed thewords
that were spoken by Jeremy the prophet
from the Lord’s mouth.

48After King Nabuchodonosor had made
him to swear by the name of the Lord, he
broke his oath and rebelled. Hardening his
neckandhisheart, he transgressed the laws
of the Lord, the God of Israel.

49Moreover the governors of the people
andof the priests didmany thingswickedly,
exceeding all the defilements of all nations,
and defiled the temple of the Lord, which
was sanctified in Jerusalem.

50 The God of their ancestors sent by
his messenger to call them back, because
he had compassion on them and on his
dwelling place.

51But theymockedhismessengers. In the
daywhen theLord spoke, they scoffedat his
prophets

52 until he, being angry with his people
for their great ungodliness, commanded to
bring up the kings of the Chaldeans against
them.

53 They killed their young men with
the sword around their holy temple,
and spared neither young man or young
woman, old man or child; but he delivered
all of them into their hands.

54 They took all the holy vessels of the
Lord, both great and small, with the trea-
sure chests of the Lord’s ark and the king’s
treasures, and carried them away to Baby-
lon.

55 They burnt the Lord’s house, broke
down Jerusalem’s walls, and burnt its tow-
ers with fire.

56 As for her glorious things, they didn’t
stopuntil theyhadbrought themall tonoth-
ing. He carried the people who weren’t
slain with the sword to Babylon.

57 They were servants to him and to his
children until the Persians reigned, to ful-

* 1:34: 2 Kings 23:30; 2 Chronicles 36:1 § 1:34: Another reading is, Jeconias. * 1:39: 2 Chronicles 36:4-5
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fil the word of the Lord by the mouth of
Jeremy:

58 “Until the land has enjoyed its Sab-
baths, thewhole timeofherdesolationshall
she keep Sabbath, to fulfil seventy years.

2
1 In the *first year of King Cyrus of the

Persians, that the word of the Lord by the
mouth of Jeremymight be accomplished,

2 the Lord stirred up the spirit of King
Cyrusof thePersians, andhemadeaprocla-
mation throughout all his kingdom, and
also by writing,

3 saying, “Cyrus king of the Persians says:
The Lord of Israel, the Most High Lord, has
mademe king of the whole world,

4 and commanded me to build him a
house at Jerusalem that is in Judea.

5 If therefore there are any of you that are
of his people, let the Lord, even his Lord, be
with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem
that is in Judea, and build the house of the
Lord of Israel. He is the Lord who dwells in
Jerusalem.

6Therefore, of thosewhodwell in various
places, let those who are in his own place
each help with gold, with silver,

7with gifts,withhorses, and cattle, beside
the other things which have been added by
vow for the temple of the Lord which is in
Jerusalem.

8 Then the chief of the families of Judah
and of the tribe of Benjamin stood up, with
the priests, the Levites, and all whose spirit
the Lord had stirred to go up, to build the
house for the Lord which is in Jerusalem.

9 Those who lived around them helped
them in all things with silver and gold, with
horses and cattle, and with very many gifts
that were vowed by a great number whose
minds were somoved.

10 King Cyrus also brought out the holy
vessels of theLord,whichNabuchodonosor
had carried away from Jerusalem and had
stored in his temple of idols.

11 Now when King Cyrus of the Persians
had brought themout, he delivered them to
Mithradates his treasurer,

12 and by him they were delivered to
†Sanabassar the governor of Judea.

13 This was the number of them: one
thousand gold cups, one thousand silver
cups, twenty-nine silver censers, thirty gold
bowls, two thousand and four hundred and
ten silver bowls, and one thousand other
vessels.

14 So all the vessels of gold and of silver
were brought up, even five thousand and
four hundred and seventy-nine,

15 and were carried back by Sanabassar,
together with the returning exiles, from
Babylon to Jerusalem.

16 *In the time of King Artaxerxes of the
Persians, Belemus, Mithradates, Tabellius,
‡Rathumus, Beeltethmus, and §Samellius
the scribe, with their other associates,
dwelling in Samaria and other places,
wrote to him against those who lived in
Judea and Jerusalem the following letter:

17 “To King Artaxerxes our Lord, from
your servants, Rathumus the recorder,
Samellius the scribe, and the rest of
their council, and the judges who are in
Coelesyria and Phoenicia:

18 Let it now be known to our lord the
king, that the Jews that have come up from
you to us, having come to Jerusalem, are
building that rebellious and wicked city,
and are repairing its marketplaces and
walls, and are laying the foundation of a
temple.

19 Now if this city is built and its walls
are finished, they will not only refuse to
give tribute, but will even stand up against
kings.

20 Since the things pertaining to the tem-
plearenowinhand,we think it appropriate
not to neglect such amatter,

21but to speak to our lord the king, to the
intent that, if it is yourpleasure, searchmay
bemade in the books of your ancestors.

22 You will find in the chronicles what is
written concerning these things, and will
understand that that city was rebellious,
troubling both kings and cities,

23 and that the Jews were rebellious, and
kept startingwars there in the past. For this
cause, this city was laid waste.

24Therefore now we do declare to you, O
lord the king, that if this city is built again,
and its walls set up again, you will from
then on have no passage into Coelesyria
and Phoenicia.”

25 Then the king wrote back again to
Rathumus the recorder, Beeltethmus,
Samellius the scribe, and to the rest that
of their associates who lived in Samaria,
Syria, and Phoenicia, as follows:

26 “I have read the letter which you have
sent to me. Therefore I commanded to
makesearch, and ithasbeen found that that
city of old time has fought against kings,

27 and the men were given to rebellion
and war in it, and that mighty and fierce
kings were in Jerusalem, who reigned and

* 2:1: 2 Chronicles 36:22,23; Ezra 1:1 † 2:12: Another reading is, Simanassar. * 2:16: Ezra 4:7 ‡ 2:16: Rehum,
§ 2:16: Shimshai.



1 Esdras 2:28 962 1 Esdras 4:6

exacted tribute in Coelesyria and Phoeni-
cia.

28 Now therefore I have commanded to
prevent those men from building the city,
and heed to be taken that there be nothing
done contrary to this order,

29 and that those wicked doings proceed
no further to the annoyance of kings.”

30Then King Artaxerxes, his letters being
read, Rathumus, and Samellius the scribe,
and the rest of their associates, went in
haste to Jerusalem with cavalry and a mul-
titude of people in battle array, and began
to hinder the builders. So the building of
the temple in Jerusalem ceased until the
second year of the reign of King Darius of
the Persians.

3
1Now King Darius made a great feast for

all his subjects, for all whowere born in his
house, for all the princes of Media and of
Persia,

2 and for all the local governors and cap-
tains and governors who were under him,
from India to Ethiopia, in the one hundred
and twenty seven provinces.

3Theyateanddrank, andwhen theywere
satisfied went home. Then King Darius
went into his bedchamber slept, but awak-
ened out of his sleep.

4 Then the three young men of the body-
guard, who guarded the king, spoke one to
another:

5 “Let every one of us state what one
thing is strongest. King Darius will give he
whose statement seems wiser than the oth-
ers great gifts and great honours in token of
victory.

6Heshall be clothed inpurple, drink from
gold cups, sleep on a gold bed, and have
a chariot with bridles of gold, a fine linen
turban, and a chain around his neck.

7 He shall sit next to Darius because of
his wisdom, and shall be called cousin of
Darius.”

8 Then they each wrote his sentence,
sealed them, and laid themunder KingDar-
ius’ pillow,

9 and said, “When the king wakes up,
someone will give him the writing. Who-
ever thekingand the threeprinces of Persia
judge that his sentence is the wisest, to him
shall the victory be given, as it is written.”

10The first wrote, “Wine is the strongest.”
11 The second wrote, “The king is

strongest.”
12The thirdwrote, “Womenare strongest,

but above all things Truth is the victor.”
13Nowwhen the king woke up, they took

the writing and gave it to him, so he read it.

14 Sending out, he called all the princes
of Persia and of Media, the local governors,
the captains, the governors, and the chief
officers

15 and sat himself down in the royal seat
of judgement; and the writing was read
before them.

16He said, “Call the young men, and they
shall explain their own sentences. So they
were called and came in.

17 They said to them, “Explain what you
have written.”
Then the first, who had spoken of the

strength of wine, began
18 and said this: “O sirs, how exceedingly

strong wine is! It causes all men who drink
it to go astray.

19 It makes the mind of the king and of
the fatherless child to be the same, likewise
of the bondman and of the freeman, of the
poorman and of the rich.

20 It also turns every thought into cheer
and mirth, so that a man remembers nei-
ther sorrow nor debt.

21 Itmakes every heart rich, so that aman
remembers neither king nor local gover-
nor. It makes people say things in large
amounts.

22When theyare in their cups, they forget
their love both to friends and kindred, and
before long draw their swords.

23But when they awake from their wine,
they don’t remember what they have done.

24 O sirs, isn’t wine the strongest, seeing
that it forces people to do this?” And when
he had said this, he stopped speaking.

4
1Then the second, who had spoken of the

strength of the king, began to say,
2 “O sirs, don’t men excel in strength who

rule over the sea and land, and all things in
them?

3 But yet the king is stronger. He is their
lord and has dominion over them. In what-
ever he commands them, they obey him.

4 If he tells them to make war the one
against the other, they do it. If he sends
them out against the enemies, they go, and
conquermountains, walls, and towers.

5 They kill and are killed, and don’t dis-
obey the king’s commandment. If they win
the victory, they bring everything to the
king—all the plunder and everything else.

6Likewise for those who are not soldiers,
and don’t have anything to do with wars,
but farm,when theyhave reapedagain that
which they had sown, they bring some to
the king and compel one another to pay
tribute to the king.
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7 He is just one man! If he commands
people to kill, they kill. If he commands
them to spare, they spare.

8 If he commands them to strike, they
strike. If he commands them to make des-
olate, they make desolate. If he commands
to build, they build.

9 If he commands them to cut down, they
cut down. If he commands them to plant,
they plant.

10 So all his people and his armies obey
him. Furthermore, he lies down, he eats
and drinks, and takes his rest;

11 and these keep watch around him.
None of them may depart and do his own
business. They don’t disobey him in any-
thing.

12 O sirs, how could the king not be the
strongest, seeing that he is obeyed like
this?” Then he stopped talking.

13 Then the third, who had spoken of
women, and of truth, (this was Zorobabel)
began to speak:

14“Osirs, isn’t the king great, andmenare
many, and isn’t wine strong? Who is it then
who rules them, or has the lordship over
them? Aren’t they women?

15 Women have given birth to the king
and all the people who rule over sea and
land.

16They came fromwomen. Womennour-
ished up those who planted the vineyards,
fromwhere the wine comes.

17 Women also make garments for men.
These bring glory to men. Without women,
men can’t exist.

18Yes, and if men have gathered together
gold and silver and any other beautiful
thing, and see a woman who is lovely in
appearance and beauty,

19 they let all those things go and gape at
her, andwith openmouth stare at her. They
allhavemoredesire forher than forgold, or
silver, or any other beautiful thing.

20 A man leaves his own father who
brought him up, leaves his own country,
and joins with his wife.

21With his wife he ends his days, with no
thought for his father, mother, or country.

22By this also youmust know thatwomen
have dominion over you. Don’t you labour
and toil, and bring it all to give to women?

23Yes, aman takes his sword and goes out
to travel, to rob, to steal, and to sail on the
sea and on rivers.

24 He sees a lion and walks in the dark-
ness. When he has stolen, plundered, and
robbed, he brings it to the woman he loves.

25 Therefore a man loves his wife better
than father or mother.

26Yes, there aremanywho have lost their
minds for women, and become slaves for
their sakes.

27 Many also have perished, have stum-
bled, and sinned, for women.

28 Now don’t you believe me? Isn’t the
king great in his power? Don’t all regions
fear to touch him?

29 Yet I saw him and Apame the king’s
concubine, the daughter of the illustrious
Barticus, sitting at the right hand of the
king,

30 and taking the crown from the king’s
head, and setting it uponher ownhead. Yes,
she struck the king with her left hand.

31 At this, the king gaped and gazed at
her with open mouth. If she smiles at him,
he laughs. But if she takes any displeasure
at him, he flatters her, that she might be
reconciled to him again.

32Osirs, howcan it not be thatwomenare
strong, seeing they do this?”

33Then the king and the nobles looked at
one another. So he began to speak concern-
ing truth.

34“Osirs, aren’twomenstrong? Theearth
is great. The sky is high. The sun is swift in
its course, for it circles around the sky, and
returns on its course again in one day.

35 Isn’t he who makes these things great?
Therefore the truth is great, and stronger
than all things.

36 All the earth calls upon truth, and the
skyblesses truth. Allworks shakeand trem-
ble, but with truth there is no unrighteous
thing.

37 Wine is unrighteous. The king is un-
righteous. Women are unrighteous. All the
children of men are unrighteous, and all
their works are unrighteous. There is no
truth in them. They shall alsoperish in their
unrighteousness.

38 But truth remains, and is strong for-
ever. Truth lives and conquers forever-
more.

39 With truth there is no partiality to-
wards persons or rewards, but truth does
the things that are just, instead of any un-
righteous or wicked things. All men ap-
prove truth’s works.

40 In truth’s judgement is not any unrigh-
teousness. Truth is the strength, the king-
dom, the power, and themajesty of all ages.
Blessed be the God of truth!”

41With that, he stopped speaking. Then
all the people shouted and said, “Great is
truth, and strong above all things!”

42 Then the king said to him, “Ask what
you wish, even more than is appointed in
writing, and we will give it to you, because
you are found wisest. You shall sit next me,
and shall be calledmy cousin.”
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43 Then he said to the king, “Remem-
ber your vow, which you vowed to build
Jerusalem, in the day when you came to
your kingdom,

44 and to send back all the vessels that
were taken out of Jerusalem, which Cyrus
set apart when he vowed to destroy Baby-
lon, and vowed to send them back there.

45 You also vowed to build the temple
which the Edomites burnt when Judea was
made desolate by the Chaldeans.

46 Now, O lord the king, this is what I
request, and what I desire of you, and this
is the princely generosity that may proceed
from you: I ask therefore that you make
good the vow, the performance of which
you have vowed to the King of Heavenwith
your ownmouth.”

47Then King Darius stood up, kissed him,
and wrote letters for him to all the treasur-
ers and governors and captains and local
governors, that they should safely bring
on their way both him, and all those who
would go up with him to build Jerusalem.

48 He wrote letters also to all the gover-
nors who were in Coelesyria and Phoeni-
cia, and to them in Libanus, that they
should bring cedar wood from Libanus to
Jerusalem, and that they should help him
build the city.

49Moreover hewrote for all the Jewswho
would go out of his realmup into Judea con-
cerning their freedom, that no officer, no
governor, no local governor, nor treasurer,
should forcibly enter into their doors,

50 and that all the country which they
occupied should be free to them without
tribute, and that the Edomites should give
up the villages of the Jews which they held
at that time,

51 and that there should be given twenty
talents yearly towards the building of the
temple, until the time that it was built,

52andanother ten talentsyearly forburnt
offerings to be presented upon the altar
every day, as they had a commandment to
make seventeen offerings,

53 and that all those who would come
from Babylonia to build the city should
have their freedom—they and their descen-
dants, and all the priests that came.

54 He wrote also to give them their sup-
port and the priests’ vestments in which
theyminister.

55For the Levites he wrote that their sup-
port should be given themuntil the day that
the house was finished and Jerusalem built
up.

56 He commanded that land and wages
should be given to all who guarded the city.

57He also sent away all the vessels from
Babylon that Cyrus had set apart, and all
that Cyrus had given in commandment, he
commanded also to be done and to be sent
to Jerusalem.

58 Now when this young man had gone
out, he lifted up his face to heaven towards
Jerusalem, and praised the King of heaven,

59 and said, “From you comes victory.
Fromyou comeswisdom. Yours is the glory,
and I am your servant.

60 Blessed are you, who have given me
wisdom. I give thanks to you, O Lord of our
fathers.

61So he took the letters, went out, came to
Babylon, and told it all his kindred.

62Theypraised theGodof their ancestors,
because he had given them freedom and
liberty

63 to go up and to build Jerusalem and
the temple which is called by his name.
They feastedwith instruments ofmusic and
gladness seven days.

5
1 After this, the chiefs of fathers’ houses

were chosen to go up according to their
tribes, with their wives, sons, and daugh-
ters, with their menservants and maidser-
vants, and their livestock.

2 Darius sent with them one thousand
cavalry to bring them back to Jerusalem
with peace, with musical instruments,
drums, and flutes.

3 All their kindred were making merry,
and he made them go up together with
them.

4 These are the names of the men
who went up, according to their families
amongst their tribes, after their several
divisions.

5The priests, the sons of Phinees, the sons
of Aaron: Jesus the son of Josedek, the son
of Saraias, and Joakim the son of Zorobabel,
the sonof Salathiel, of thehouse ofDavid, of
the lineage of Phares, of the tribe of Judah,

6 who spoke wise words before Darius
the king of Persia in the second year of his
reign, in themonth Nisan, which is the first
month.

7 *These are the of Judeans who came up
from the captivity, where they lived as for-
eigners,whomNabuchodonosor thekingof
Babylon had carried away to Babylon.

8 They returned to Jerusalem and to the
other parts of Judea, every man to his own
city, who came with Zorobabel, with Je-
sus, Nehemias, †Zaraias, Resaias,‡Eneneus,
Mardocheus, Beelsarus,§ Aspharsus,† Reel-
ias, Roimus, and Baana, their leaders.
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9 The number of them of the nation and
their leaders: the sons of Phoros, two thou-
sand andonehundred and seventy two; the
sons of‡ Saphat, four hundred and seventy
two;

10 the sons of§ Ares, seven hundred and
fifty six;

11 the sons of† Phaath Moab, of the sons
of Jesus and Joab, two thousand and eight
hundred and twelve;

12 the sons of Elam, one thousandand two
hundred and fifty four; the sons of‡ Zathui,
nine hundred and forty five; the sons of§
Chorbe, sevenhundred andfive; the sons of
Bani, six hundred and forty eight;

13 the sons of Bebai, six hundred and
twenty three; the sons of† Astad,‡ one thou-
sand and three hundred and twenty two;

14 the sons of Adonikam, six hundred and
sixty seven; the sons of§ Bagoi, two thou-
sand and sixty six; the sons of† Adinu, four
hundred and fifty four;

15 the sons of‡Ater, of Ezekias, ninety two;
the sons of Kilan and Azetas, sixty seven;
the sons of§ Azaru, four hundred and thirty
two;

16 the sons of† Annis, one hundred and
one; the sons of Arom, the sons of‡ Bassai,
threehundredand twenty three; the sonsof
Arsiphurith, one hundred and twelve;

17 the sons of Baiterus, three thousand
and five; the sons of§ Bethlomon, one hun-
dred and twenty three;

18 those from Netophas, fifty five; those
fromAnathoth, onehundredandfiftyeight;
those from† Bethasmoth, forty two;

19 those from ‡Kariathiarius, twenty five:
those from Caphira and Beroth, seven hun-
dred and forty three;

20 the Chadiasai and Ammidioi, four hun-
dred and twenty two; those from §Kirama
and †Gabbe, six hundred and twenty one;

21 those from ‡Macalon, one hundred and
twenty two; those from §Betolion, fifty two;
the sons of †Niphis, one hundred and fifty
six;

22 the sons of ‡Calamolalus and §Onus,
seven hundred and twenty five; the sons of
†Jerechu, ‡three hundred and forty five;

23 and the sons of §Sanaas, three thou-
sand and three hundred and thirty.

24 The priests: the sons of †Jeddu, the
son of Jesus, amongst the sons of Sanasib,
nine hundred and seventy two; the sons of
‡Emmeruth, one thousand and fifty two;

25 the sons of §Phassurus, one thousand
and two hundred and forty seven; and the
sons of †Charme, one thousand and seven-
teen.

26The Levites: the sons of Jesus, Kadmiel,
Bannas, and Sudias, seventy four.

27Theholy singers: the sonsofAsaph, one
hundred and twenty eight.

28 The gatekeepers: the sons of‡ Salum,
the sons of§ Atar, the sons of Tolman, the
sons of† Dacubi, the sons of‡ Ateta, the sons
of§ Sabi, in all one hundred and thirty nine.

29The temple servants: the sons of† Esau,
the sons of‡Asipha, the sons of Tabaoth, the
sons of§ Keras, the sons of† Sua, the sons
of‡ Phaleas, the sons of Labana, the sons of§
Aggaba.

30 the sons of† Acud, the sons of Uta, the
sons of Ketab, the sons of‡ Accaba, the sons
of§ Subai, the sons of† Anan, the sons of‡
Cathua, the sons of§ Geddur,

31 the sons of† Jairus, the sons of‡ Daisan,
the sons of§ Noeba, the sons of Chaseba,
the sons of† Gazera, the sons of‡ Ozias, the
sons of§ Phinoe, the sons of Asara, the sons
of† Basthai, the sons of‡ Asana, the sons of§
Maani, the sons of† Naphisi, the sons of‡
Acub, the sons of§ Achipha, the sons of†
Asur, the sons of Pharakim, the sons of‡
Basaloth,

32 the sons of§Meedda, the sons of Cutha,
the sons of† Charea, the sons of‡ Barchus,
the sons of§ Serar, the sons of† Thomei, the
sons of‡Nasi, the sons of Atipha.

33 The sons of the servants of Solomon:
the sons of§ Assaphioth, the sons of† Phar-
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ida, the sonsof‡ Jeeli, the sonsof§Lozon, the
sons of† Isdael, the sons of‡ Saphuthi,

34 the sons of§ Agia, the sons of†
Phacareth, the sons of Sabie, the sons of
Sarothie, the sons of‡ Masias, the sons of
Gas, the sons of Addus, the sons of Subas,
the sons of Apherra, the sons of Barodis, the
sons of Saphat, the sons of Allon.

35All the temple-servants and the sons of
the servants of Solomon were three hun-
dred and seventy two.

36These cameup from§Thermeleth, and†
Thelersas,‡ Charaathalan leading them,
and Allar;

37and they could not show their families,
nor their stock, how theywere of Israel: the
sons of§ Dalan the son of† Ban, the sons of‡
Nekodan, six hundred and fifty two.

38 Of the priests, those who usurped the
officeof thepriesthoodandwerenot found:
the sons of§ Obdia, the sons of† Akkos, the
sons of Jaddus, who married Augia one of
thedaughters of‡Zorzelleus, andwas called
after his name.

39When the description of the kindred of
these men was sought in the register and
was not found, they were removed from
executing the office of the priesthood;

40 for Nehemias and Attharias told them
that they shouldnotbepartakersof theholy
things until a high priest wearing§ Urim
and Thummim should arise.

41So all those of Israel, from twelve years
old and upward, beside menservants and
women servants, were in number forty two
thousand and three hundred and sixty.

42 Their menservants and handmaids
were seven thousand and three hundred
and thirty and seven; the minstrels and
singers, two hundred and forty five;

43 four hundred and thirty and five
camels, seven thousand and thirty six
horses, two hundred and forty five mules,
and five thousand and five hundred and
twenty five beasts of burden.

44 And some of the chief men of their
families, when they came to the temple of
God that is in Jerusalem, vowed to set up the
house again in its own place according to
their ability,

45 and to give into the holy treasury of
theworks one thousandminas† of gold, five
thousand minas of silver, and one hundred
priestly vestments.

46 The priests and the Levites and some
of the people lived in Jerusalem and the
country. The holy singers also and the gate-
keepers and all Israel lived in their villages.

47 But when the seventh month was at
hand, and when the children of Israel were
each in their own place, they all came to-
gether with one purpose into the broad
place before the first porch which is to-
wards the east.

48 Then Jesus the son of Josedek, his
kindred the priests, Zorobabel the son of
Salathiel, and his kindred stood up and
made the altar of the God of Israel ready

49 to offer burnt sacrifices upon it, in ac-
cordancewith theexpress commands in the
book of Moses theman of God.

50 Some people joined them out of the
other nations of the land, and they erected
the altar upon its own place, because all the
nations of the landwerehostile to themand
oppressed them; and they offered sacrifices
at the proper times and burnt offerings to
the Lord bothmorning and evening.

51They also held the feast of tabernacles,
as it is commanded in the law, and offered
sacrifices daily, as appropriate.

52 After that, they offered the continual
oblations and the sacrifices of the Sabbaths,
of the new moons, and of all the conse-
crated feasts.

53All thosewhohadmadeanyvow toGod
began to offer sacrifices to God from the
new moon of the seventh month, although
the temple of God was not yet built.

54 They gave money, food, and drink to
themasons and carpenters.

55 They also gave carts to the people of
Sidon and Tyre, that they should bring
cedar trees fromLibanus, and convey them
in rafts to the harbour of Joppa, according
to the commandment which was written
for them by Cyrus king of the Persians.

56 In the second year after his coming to
the temple of God at Jerusalem, in the sec-
ond month, Zorobabel the son of Salathiel,
Jesus the son of Josedek, their kindred, the
Levitical priests, and all those who had
come to Jerusalem out of the captivity be-
gan work.

57 They laid the foundation of God’s tem-
ple on the new moon of the second month,
in the second year after they had come to
Judea and Jerusalem.

‡ 5:33: Jaalah. § 5:33: Darkon. † 5:33: Giddel. ‡ 5:33: Shephatia. § 5:34: Hattil. † 5:34:

Pochereth-haz-zebaim, Ezra 2:57. ‡ 5:34: Another reading is, Misaias. § 5:36: Telmelah. † 5:36: Telharsha.
‡ 5:36: Cherub. Addan. § 5:37: Delaiah. Another reading is, Asan. † 5:37: Tobiah Another reading is, Baenan.
‡ 5:37: Nekoda. § 5:38: Habaiah, or Hobaiah. † 5:38: Hakkoz. ‡ 5:38: Barzillai. Another reading is,

Phaezeldaeus. § 5:40: Gr. themanifestationand truth. † 5:45: Amina is about 570 grams or 1.25 pounds. * 5:58:
Ezra 3:8-9



1 Esdras 5:58 967 1 Esdras 6:11

58 *They appointed the Levites who were
at least twenty years old over the Lord’s
works. Then Jesus, with his sons and kin-
dred, Kadmiel his brother, the sons of Jesus,
Emadabun, and the sons of Joda the son
of Iliadun, and their sons and kindred, all
the Levites, with one accord stood up and
started the business, labouring to advance
the works in the house of God. So the
builders built the Lord’s temple.

59 The priests stood arrayed in their vest-
ments with musical instruments and trum-
pets, and the Levites the sons of Asaphwith
their cymbals,

60 singing songs of thanksgiving and
praising the Lord, according to the
directions of King David of Israel.

61 They sang aloud, praising the Lord in
songs of thanksgiving, because his good-
ness and his glory are forever in all Israel.

62 All the people sounded trumpets and
shouted with a loud voice, singing songs of
thanksgiving to the Lord for the raising up
of the Lord’s house.

63*Someof theLevitical priests andof the
heads of their families, the elderly who had
seen the former house came to the build-
ing of this one with lamentation and great
weeping.

64 But many with trumpets and joy
shouted with a loud voice,

65 so that the people couldn’t hear the
trumpets for the weeping of the people, for
themultitude sounded loudly, so that it was
heard far away.

66 *Therefore when the enemies of the
tribe of Judah and Benjamin heard it, they
came to know what that noise of trumpets
meant.

67 They learnt that those who returned
fromcaptivity built the temple for the Lord,
the God of Israel.

68 So they went to Zorobabel and Jesus,
and to the chief men of the families, and
said to them, “We will build together with
you.

69 For we, just like you, obey your Lord,
and sacrifice to him from the days of King
‡Asbasareth of the Assyrians, who brought
us here.”

70 Then Zorobabel, Jesus and the chief
menof the families of Israel said to them, “It
is not for you to build the house for the Lord
our God.

71 We ourselves alone will build for the
Lord of Israel, as King Cyrus of the Persians
has commanded us.”

72 But the heathen of the land pressed
hard upon the inhabitants of Judea, cut off
their supplies, and hindered their building.

73 By their secret plots, and popular per-
suasions and commotions, they hindered
thefinishing of thebuilding all the time that
King Cyrus lived. So they were hindered
from building for two years, until the reign
of Darius.

6
1Now *in the second year of the reign of

Darius, Aggaeus and Zacharius the son of†
Addo, the prophets, prophesied to the Jews
in Judea and Jerusalem in the name of the
Lord, the God of Israel.

2Then Zorobabel the son of Salathiel and
Jesus the son of Josedek stood up and began
to build the house of the Lord at Jerusalem,
the prophets of the Lord being with them
and helping them.

3 *At the same time ‡Sisinnes the gover-
nor of Syria and Phoenicia came to them,
with §Sathrabuzanes and his companions,
and said to them,

4 “By whose authority do you build this
house and this roof, and perform all the
other things? Who are the builders who do
these things?”

5Nevertheless, the elders of the Jews ob-
tained favour, because the Lord had visited
the captives;

6and they were not hindered from build-
ing until such time as communication was
made to Darius concerning them, and his
answer received.

7 A copy of the letter which Sisinnes,
governor of Syria and Phoenicia, and
Sathrabuzanes, with their companions, the
rulers in Syria and Phoenicia, wrote and
sent to Darius:

8 “ToKingDarius, greetings. Let it be fully
known to our lord the king, that having
come into the country of Judea, and entered
into the city of Jerusalem, we found in the
city of Jerusalem the elders of the Jews that
were of the captivity

9building a great new house for the Lord
of hewn and costly stones, with timber laid
in the walls.

10Those works are being done with great
speed. The work goes on prosperously in
their hands, and it is being accomplished
with all glory and diligence.

11 Then we asked these elders, saying,
‘By whose authority are you building this
house and laying the foundations of these
works?’
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12 Therefore, to the intent that we might
give knowledge to you by writing who the
leaders were, we questioned them, and we
required of them the names in writing of
their principal men.

13So they gave us this answer, ‘Weare the
servants of the Lordwhomade heaven and
earth.

14 As for this house, it was built many
years ago by a great and strong king of
Israel, and was finished.

15 But when our fathers sinned against
the Lord of Israel who is in heaven, and
provoked him to wrath, he gave them over
into the hands of King Nabuchodonosor of
Babylon, king of the Chaldeans.

16 They pulled down the house, burnt
it, and carried away the people captive to
Babylon.

17But in the first year that Cyrus reigned
over the country of Babylon, King Cyrus
wrote that this house should be rebuilt.

18 The holy vessels of gold and of sil-
ver thatNabuchodonosorhad carriedaway
out of the house at Jerusalem and had set
up in his own temple, those King Cyrus
brought out of the temple in Babylonia, and
they were delivered to Zorobabel and to
†Sanabassarus the governor,

19 with commandment that he should
carry away all these vessels, and put them
in the temple at Jerusalem, and that the
Lord’s temple should be built on its site.

20Then Sanabassarus, having come here,
laid the foundations of the Lord’s house
which is in Jerusalem. From that time to
this we are still building. It is not yet fully
completed.’

21Now therefore, if it seems good, O king,
let a search be made amongst the royal
archives of our lord the king that are in
Babylon.

22 If it is found that the building of the
house of the Lordwhich is in Jerusalemhas
been done with the consent of King Cyrus,
and it seems good to our lord the king, let
him send us directions concerning these
things.”

23 *Then King Darius commanded that a
search be made amongst the archives that
were laid up at Babylon. So at Ekbatana the
palace, which is in the country of Media, a
scroll was found where these things were
recorded:

24 “In the first year of the reign of Cyrus,
King Cyrus commanded to build up the
house of the Lord which is in Jerusalem,
where they sacrifice with continual fire.

25 Its height shall be sixty cubits, and the
breadth sixty cubits, with three rows of

hewn stones, and one row of new wood
from that country. Its expenses are to be
given out of the house of King Cyrus.

26 The holy vessels of the house of
the Lord, both gold and silver, that
Nabuchodonosor took out of the house at
Jerusalem and carried away to Babylon,
should be restored to the house at
Jerusalem, and be set in the place where
they were before.”

27 Also he commanded that Sisinnes
the governor of Syria and Phoenicia, and
Sathrabuzanes, and their companions, and
those who were appointed rulers in Syria
and Phoenicia, should be careful not to
meddlewith theplace, but allowZorobabel,
the servant of the Lord, and governor of
Judea, and the elders of the Jews, to build
that house of the Lord in its place.

28 “I also command to have it built up
whole again; and that they lookdiligently to
help thosewho are of the captivity of Judea,
until the house of the Lord is finished,

29and that out of the tribute of Coelesyria
and Phoenicia a portion shall be carefully
given to these men for the sacrifices of the
Lord, that is, to Zorobabel the governor for
bulls, rams, and lambs,

30 and also corn, salt, wine and oil, and
that continually every yearwithout further
question, according as the priests who are
in Jerusalemmay direct to be daily spent,

31 that drink offerings may be made to
the Most High God for the king and for his
children, and that they may pray for their
lives.”

32 He commanded that whoever should
transgress, yes, or neglect anything written
here, a beam shall be taken out of his own
house, and he shall be hanged on it, and all
his goods seized for the king.

33 “Therefore may the Lord, whose name
is called upon there, utterly destroy every
king and nation that stretches out his hand
to hinder or damage that house of the Lord
in Jerusalem.

34 I, King Darius have ordained that these
things be done with diligence.”

7
1 Then *Sisinnes the governor

of Coelesyria and Phoenicia, and
Sathrabuzanes, with their companions,
following the commandments of King
Darius,

2very carefully supervised theholywork,
assisting the elders of the Jews and rulers of
the temple.

† 6:18: Another reading is, Sabunassarus. * 6:23: Ezra 6:1 * 7:1: Ezra 6:13
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3 So the holy work prospered, while Ag-
gaeus and Zacharias the prophets prophe-
sied.

4 They finished these things by the com-
mandment of the Lord, the God of Israel,
and with the consent of Cyrus, Darius, and
Artaxerxes, kings of the Persians.

5 So the holy house was finished by the
twenty-third day of the month Adar, in the
sixth year of King Darius.

6 The children of Israel, the priests, the
Levites, and the others who returned from
captivity who joined them did what was
written in the book of Moses.

7 For the dedication of the Lord’s temple,
they offered one hundred bulls, two hun-
dred rams, four hundred lambs,

8 and twelve male goats for the sin of
all Israel, according to the number of the
twelve princes of the tribes of Israel.

9 The priests and the Levites stood ar-
rayed in their vestments, according to their
kindred, for the services of the Lord, the
God of Israel, according to the book of
Moses. The gatekeepers were at every gate.

10 The children of Israel who came out of
captivity held the Passover the fourteenth
day of the firstmonth, when the priests and
the Levites were sanctified together,

11with all those who returned from cap-
tivity; for they were sanctified. For the
Levites were all sanctified together,

12 and they offered the Passover for all
who returned from captivity, for their kin-
dred the priests, and for themselves.

13 The children of Israel who came out of
the captivity ate, even all those who had
separated themselves from the abomina-
tions of the heathen of the land, and sought
the Lord.

14 They kept the feast of unleavened
bread sevendays, rejoicingbefore theLord,

15 because he had turned the counsel
of the king of Assyria towards them, to
strengthen their hands in the works of the
Lord, the God of Israel.

8
1 *After these things, when Artaxerxes

the king of the Persians reigned, Esdras
came, who was the son of Azaraias, the son
of Zechrias, the son of Helkias, the son of
Salem,

2 the son of Sadduk, the son of Ahitob, the
son of Amarias, the son of Ozias,† the son
of Memeroth, the son of Zaraias, the son of
Savias, the son of Boccas, the son of Abisne,
the son of Phinees, the son of Eleazar, the
son of Aaron, the chief priest.

3 This Esdras went up from Babylon as
a skilled scribe in the law of Moses, which
was given by the God of Israel.

4 The king honoured him, for he found
favour in his sight in all his requests.

5 There went up with him also some of
the children of Israel, and of the priests,
Levites, holy singers, gatekeepers, and tem-
ple servants to Jerusalem

6 in the seventh year of the reign of Ar-
taxerxes, in the fifth month (this was the
king’s seventh year); for they left Babylon
on the new moon of the first month and
came to Jerusalem, by the prosperous jour-
neywhich the Lord gave them‡ for his sake.

7ForEsdrashadverygreat skill, so thathe
omitted nothing of the law and command-
ments of the Lord, but taught all Israel the
ordinances and judgements.

8 Now the commission, which was writ-
ten from King Artaxerxes, came to Esdras
the priest and reader of the law of the Lord,
was as follows:

9 “King Artaxerxes to Esdras the priest
and reader of the lawof the Lord, greetings.

10Having determined to deal graciously, I
have givenorders that thoseof thenationof
the Jews, and of the priests and Levites, and
of those within our realm who are willing
and freely choose to, should go with you to
Jerusalem.

11 As many therefore as are so disposed,
let them depart with you, as it has seemed
good both to me and my seven friends the
counsellors,

12 that they may look to the affairs of
Judea and Jerusalem, in accordance with
what is in the Lord’s law,

13 and carry the gifts to the Lord of Israel
to Jerusalem, which I and my friends have
vowed, and that all the gold and silver that
canbe found in the countryofBabylonia for
the Lord in Jerusalem,

14 with that also which is given of the
people for the temple of the Lord their God
that is at Jerusalem, be collected: even the
gold and silver for bulls, rams, and lambs,
and what goes with them,

15 to the end that theymay offer sacrifices
to the Lord upon the altar of the Lord their
God, which is in Jerusalem.

16Whatever you and your kindreddecide
to dowith gold and silver, do that according
to the will of your God.

17The holy vessels of the Lord, which are
given you for the use of the temple of your
God, which is in Jerusalem,

18andwhatever else you shall remember
for the use of the temple of your God, you
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shall give it out of the king’s treasury.
19 I, King Artaxerxes, have also com-

manded the keepers of the treasures in
Syria and Phoenicia, that whatever Esdras
the priest and reader of the law of the Most
High God shall send for, they should give it
to himwith all diligence,

20 to the sum of one hundred talents of
silver, likewise also of wheat even to one
hundred cors§, and one hundred firkins† of
wine, and‡ salt in abundance.

21 Let all things be performed after God’s
law diligently to the most high God, that
wrath come not upon the kingdom of the
king and his sons.

22 I command you also that no tax, nor
any other imposition, be laid upon any of
the priests, or Levites, or holy singers, or
gatekeepers, or temple servants, or any that
have employment in this temple, and that
no man has authority to impose any tax on
them.

23 You, Esdras, according to the wisdom
of God, ordain judges and justices that they
may judge in all Syria and Phoenicia all
those who know the law of your God; and
those who don’t know it, you shall teach.

24Whoever transgresses the law of your
God and of the king shall be punished dili-
gently, whether it be by death, or other
punishment, by penalty of money, or by
imprisonment.”

25 Then Esdras the scribe said, “Blessed
be the only Lord, the God of my fathers,
who has put these things into the heart
of the king, to glorify his house that is in
Jerusalem,

26andhas honouredme in the sight of the
king, his counsellors, and all his friends and
nobles.

27Therefore Iwas encouragedby thehelp
of the Lord my God, and gathered together
out of Israel men to go up withme.

28 These are the chief according to their
families and their several divisions, who
went up withme from Babylon in the reign
of King Artaxerxes:

29 of the sons of Phinees, Gerson; of the
sons of Ithamar, Gamael; of the sons of
David,§ Attus† the son of Sechenias;

30 of the sons of Phoros, Zacharais; and
with him were counted one hundred and
fifty men;

31 of the sons of Phaath Moab, Eliaonias
the son of‡ Zaraias, and with him two hun-
dredmen;

32 §of the sons of Zathoes, Sechenias the
son of Jezelus, and with him three hundred
men; of the sons of Adin, Obeth the son of
Jonathan, and with him two hundred and
fifty men;

33of the sons of Elam, Jesias son of Gotho-
lias, and with him seventy men;

34 of the sons of Saphatias, Zaraias son of
Michael, and with him seventy men;

35 of the sons of Joab, Abadias son of Je-
hiel. Jezelus, and with him two hundred
and twelvemen;

36 †of the sons of Banias, Salimoth son of
Josaphias, and with him one hundred and
sixty men;

37 of the sons of Babi, Zacharias son of
Bebai, and with him twenty-eight men;

38 of the sons of Azgad: Astath, Joannes
son of Hakkatan Akatan, and with him one
hundred and tenmen;

39 of the sons of Adonikam, the last, and
these are the names of them, Eliphalat,
Jeuel, and Samaias, and with them seventy
men;

40 of the sons of Bago, Uthi the son of
Istalcurus, and with him seventy men.

41 I gathered them together to the river
called Theras. There we pitched our tents
three days, and I inspected them.

42 When I had found there none of the
priests and Levites,

43 then sent I to Eleazar, Iduel, Maasmas,
44 Elnathan, Samaias, Joribus, Nathan,

Ennatan, Zacharias, and Mosollamus, prin-
cipal men andmen of understanding.

45 I asked them to go to Loddeus the cap-
tain, who was in the place of the treasury,

46and commanded them that they should
speak to Loddeus, to his kindred, and to
the treasurers in that place, to send us such
men as might execute the priests’ office in
our Lord’s house.

47 By the mighty hand of our Lord, they
brought to us men of understanding of the
sons of‡ Mooli the son of Levi, the son of
Israel,§ Asebebias, and his sons, and his
kindred, whowere eighteen,

48 and† Asebias, Annuus, and Osaias his
brother, of the sons of Chanuneus, and their
sons were twentymen;

49andof the temple servantswhomDavid
and the principal men had appointed for
the servants of the Levites, two hundred
and twenty temple servants. The list of all
their names was reported.

§ 8:20: a cor is about 230 litres, so 100 cors is about 23 kilolitres or 652 bushels † 8:20: a firkin is about 41 litres

or 11 gallons. ‡ 8:20: So some authorities. See Ezra 7:22. The common reading is, other things. § 8:29: Hattush.
† 8:29: Ezra 8:3, of the sons of Shecaniah; of the sons of Parosh. ‡ 8:31: Zerehiah. § 8:32: Ezra 8:5, of the sons
of Shecaniah, the son of Jahaziel. † 8:36: Ezra 8:10, of the sons of Shelomith, the son of Josiphiah. ‡ 8:47: Mahli.
§ 8:47: Sherebiah. † 8:48: Hashabiah.
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50 There I vowed a fast for the young
men before our Lord, to seek from him a
prosperous journey both for us and for our
children and livestock that were with us;

51 for I was ashamed to ask of the king in-
fantry, cavalry, and an escort for protection
against our adversaries.

52 For we had said to the king that the
power of our Lordwould bewith thosewho
seek him, to support them in all ways.

53Againweprayed toour lordabout these
things, and found him to bemerciful.

54 Then I set apart twelve men of the
chiefs of the priests,‡ Eserebias, Assamias,
and tenmen of their kindred with them.

55 I weighed out to them the silver, the
gold, and theholyvesselsof thehouseofour
Lord, which the king, his counsellors, the
nobles, and all Israel had given.

56 When I had weighed it, I delivered to
them six hundred and fifty talents of sil-
ver, silver vessels weighing one hundred
talents, one hundred talents of gold,

57 twenty golden vessels, and twelve ves-
sels of brass, even of fine brass, glittering
like gold.

58 I said to them, “Youareholy to theLord,
the vessels are holy, and the gold and the
silver are a vow to the Lord, the Lord of our
fathers.

59Watch and keep them until you deliver
them to the chiefs of the priests and Levites,
and to the principal men of the families of
Israel in Jerusalem, in the chambers of our
Lord’s house.

60 So the priests and the Levites who re-
ceived the silver, the gold, and the vessels
which were in Jerusalem, brought them
into the temple of the Lord.

61We left the river Theras on the twelfth
day of the first month. We came to
Jerusalem by the mighty hand of our Lord
which was upon us. The Lord delivered us
from from every enemy on the way, and so
we came to Jerusalem.

62 When we had been there three days,
the silver and gold was weighed and deliv-
ered in our Lord’s house on the fourth day
to§Marmoth the priest the son of† Urias.

63 With him was Eleazar the son of Phi-
nees, and with themwere Josabdus the son
of Jesus and‡ Moeth the son of Sabannus,
the Levites. All was delivered to them by
number andweight.

64All the weight of them was recorded at
the same hour.

65 Moreover those who had come out of
captivity offered sacrifices to the Lord, the

Godof Israel, even twelvebulls forall Israel,
ninety-six rams,

66 seventy-two lambs, and twelve goats
for a peace offering—all of them a sacrifice
to the Lord.

67 They delivered the king’s command-
ments to the king’s stewards and to the
governors of Coelesyria and Phoenicia; and
they honoured the people and the temple of
the Lord.

68Nowwhen these things were done, the
principal men came tome and said,

69 “The nation of Israel, the princes,
the priests, and the Levites haven’t put
away from themselves the foreign peo-
ple of the land nor the uncleannesses
of the Gentiles—the Canaanites, Hittites,
Pherezites, Jebusites, Moabites, Egyptians,
and Edomites.

70For both they and their sons have mar-
riedwith their daughters, and the holy seed
ismixedwith the foreignpeople of the land.
Fromthebeginningof thismatter the rulers
and the nobles have been partakers of this
iniquity.”

71Andas soon as I hadheard these things,
I tore my clothes and my holy garment,
and plucked the hair from offmy head and
beard, and sat down sad and full of heavi-
ness.

72 So all those who were moved at the
word of the Lord, the God of Israel, assem-
bled tomewhile Imourned for the iniquity,
but I sat still full of heaviness until the
evening sacrifice.

73 Then rising up from the fast with my
clothes and my holy garment torn, and
bowing my knees and stretching out my
hands to the Lord,

74 I said, “O Lord, I am ashamed and con-
founded before your face,

75 for our sins are multiplied above our
heads, and our errors have reached up to
heaven

76 ever since the time of our fathers. We
are in great sin, even to this day.

77 For our sins and our fathers’ we with
our kindred, our kings, and our priests
were given up to the kings of the earth, to
the sword, and to captivity, and for a prey
with shame, to this day.

78Now in some measure mercy has been
shown to us from you, O Lord, that there
should be left us a root and a name in the
place of your sanctuary,

79 and to uncover a light in the house of
the Lord our God, and to give us food in the
time of our servitude.

80 Yes, when we were in bondage, we
were not forsaken by our Lord, but he gave

‡ 8:54: Sherebiah, Hashabiah. § 8:62: Meremoth. † 8:62: Uriah. ‡ 8:63: Noadiah the son of Binnui.
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us favour before the kings of Persia, so that
they gave us food,

81 glorified the temple of our Lord, and
raised up the desolate Zion, to give us a sure
dwelling in Judea and Jerusalem.

82“Now,OLord,what shallwe say, having
these things? For we have transgressed
your commandments which you gave by
the hand of your servants the prophets,
saying,

83 ‘The land, which you enter into to pos-
sess as an inheritance, is a land polluted
with the pollutions of the foreigners of the
land, and they have filled it with their un-
cleanness.

84 Therefore now you shall not join your
daughters to their sons, neither shall you
take their daughters for your sons.

85You shall never seek to have peacewith
them, that you may be strong, and eat the
good things of the land, and that you may
leave it for an inheritance to your children
for evermore.’

86All that has happened is done to us for
our wickedworks and great sins, for you, O
Lord, made our sins light,

87and gave to us such a root; but we have
turned back again to transgress your law in
mingling ourselveswith the uncleanness of
the heathen of the land.

88Youweren’t angrywith us to destroy us
until you had left us neither root, seed, nor
name.

89OLordof Israel, youare true, forweare
left a root this day.

90 Behold, now we are before you in our
iniquities, for we can’t stand any longer
before you because of these things.”

91 *As Esdras in his prayer made his
confession, weeping, and lying flat on the
ground before the temple, a very great
throng of men, women, and children gath-
ered to him from Jerusalem; for there was
great weeping amongst themultitude.

92 Then Jechonias the son of Jeelus, one
of the sons of Israel, called out, and said,
“O Esdras, we have sinned against the Lord
God,wehavemarried foreignwomenof the
heathen of the land, but there is still hope
for Israel.

93 Let’s make an oath to the Lord about
this, that we will put away all our foreign
wives with their children,

94as seems good to you, and to asmany as
obey the Lord’s Law.

95 Arise, and take action, for this is
your task, and we will be with you to do
valiantly.”

96 So Esdras arose, and took an oath from
the chief of the priests and Levites of all

Israel to do these things; and they swore to
it.

9
1 *Then Esdras rose up from the court

of the temple and went to the chamber of
Jonas the son of Eliasib,

2 and lodged there, and ate no bread and
drank no water, mourning for the great
iniquities of themultitude.

3 A proclamation was made in all Judea
and Jerusalem to all those who returned
fromcaptivity, that they shouldbe gathered
together at Jerusalem,

4 and that whoever didn’t meet there
within two or three days, in accordance
with the ruling of the elders, that their live-
stock would be seized for the use of the
temple, and they would be expelled from
the multitude of those who returned from
captivity.

5Within three days, all those of the tribe
of JudahandBenjamingathered together at
Jerusalem. This was the ninth month, on
the twentieth day of themonth.

6All the multitude sat together shivering
in the broad place before the temple be-
cause of the present foul weather.

7 So Esdras arose up and said to them,
“You have transgressed the law and mar-
ried foreign wives, increasing the sins of
Israel.

8Now make confession and give glory to
the Lord, the God of our fathers,

9and do his will, and separate yourselves
from the heathen of the land, and from the
foreign women.”

10 Then the whole multitude cried out,
and saidwith a loud voice, “Just as youhave
spoken, so wewill do.

11But because themultitude is great, and
it is foul weather, so that we can’t stand
outside, and this is not a work of one day
or two, seeing our sin in these things has
spread far,

12 therefore let the rulers of themultitude
stay, and let all those of our settlements
that have foreign wives come at the time
appointed,

13 and with them the rulers and judges of
every place, until we turn away the wrath
of the Lord from us for this matter.”

14 So Jonathan the son of Azael and†
Ezekias the sonof Thocanus took thematter
on themselves. Mosollamus and Levis and
Sabbateus were judges with them.

15Those who returned from captivity did
according to all these things.

16Esdras thepriest chose forhimself prin-
cipal men of their families, all by name. On

* 8:91: Ezra 10:1 * 9:1: Ezra 10:6 † 9:14: Another reading is, Ezias.
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the newmoon of the tenth month they met
together to examine thematter.

17 So their cases of men who had foreign
wives was brought to an end by the new
moon of the first month.

18 Of the priests who had come together
and had foreign wives, there were found

19 of the sons of Jesus the son of Josedek,
and his kindred,‡ Mathelas, Eleazar, and§
Joribus, and† Joadanus.

20They gave their hands to put away their
wives, and to offer rams to make reconcili-
ation for their error.

21 Of the sons of Emmer: Ananias,
Zabdeus, ‡Manes, §Sameus, †Hiereel, and
‡Azarias.

22 Of the sons of §Phaisur: Elionas, Mas-
sias, Ishmael, Nathanael, †Ocidelus, and
‡Saloas.

23 Of the Levites: Jozabdus, Semeis,
§Colius who was called †Calitas, ‡Patheus,
Judas, and Jonas.

24Of the holy singers: §Eliasibus and Bac-
churus.

25Of the gatekeepers: Sallumus and† Tol-
banes.

26 Of Israel, of the sons of Phoros:‡ Hier-
mas,§ Ieddias,† Melchias, Maelus,‡ Eleazar,
Asibas, §and Banneas.

27 Of the sons of Ela: Matthanias,
Zacharias, †Jezrielus, Oabdius, Hieremoth,
and‡Aedias.

28 Of the sons of §Zamoth: †Eliadas,
‡Eliasimus, §Othonias, Jarimoth, †Sabathus,
and ‡Zardeus.

29Of the sons of Bebai: Joannes, Ananias,
§Jozabdus, and †Ematheis.

30 Of the sons of ‡Mani: §Olamus,
†Mamuchus, ‡Jedeus, Jasubas, §Jasaelus,
and Hieremoth.

31Of the sons of Addi: Naathus, Moossias,
Laccunus, Naidus, Matthanias, Sesthel, Bal-
nuus, andManasseas.

32 Of the sons of Annas: Elionas, Aseas,
Melchias, Sabbeus, and Simon Chosameus.

33 Of the sons of Asom: †Maltanneus,
‡Mattathias, §Sabanneus, Eliphalat, Man-
asses, and Semei.

34Of the sonsofBaani: Jeremias,Momdis,
Ismaerus, Juel, Mamdai, Pedias, Anos,

Carabasion, Enasibus, Mamnitamenus,
Eliasis, Bannus, Eliali, Someis, Selemias,
and Nathanias. Of the sons of Ezora:
Sesis, Ezril, Azaelus, Samatus, Zambri, and
Josephus.

35 Of the sons of Nooma: Mazitias,
Zabadeas, Edos, Juel, and Banaias.

36All these had taken foreign wives, and
they put them awaywith their children.

37The priests and Levites, and those who
were of Israel, lived in Jerusalem and in the
country, on the new moon of the seventh
month, and the children of Israel in their
settlements.

38 *The whole multitude gathered to-
getherwith one accord into the broad place
before the porch of the temple towards the
east.

39 They said to Esdras the priest and
reader, “Bring the law of Moses that was
given by the Lord, the God of Israel.”

40 So Esdras the chief priest brought the
law to thewholemultitude both ofmen and
women, and to all the priests, to hear the
lawon the newmoonof the seventhmonth.

41 He read in the broad place before the
porch of the temple from morning until
midday, before both men and women; and
all the multitude gave attention to the law.

42Esdras the priest and reader of the law
stoodupupon thepulpit ofwoodwhichhad
been prepared.

43Beside him stood Mattathias, Sammus,
Ananias, Azarias, Urias, †Ezekias, and Baal-
samus on the right hand,

44 and on his left hand, ‡Phaldeus, Mis-
ael, Melchias, §Lothasubus, Nabarias, and
Zacharias.

45 Then Esdras took the book of the law
before themultitude, and sat honourably in
the first place before all.

46When he opened the law, they all stood
straight up. So Esdras blessed the Lord God
Most High, the God of armies, the Almighty.

47All the people answered, “Amen.” Lift-
ing up their hands, they fell to the ground
andworshipped the Lord.

48 Also Jesus, Annus, Sarabias, Iadinus,
Jacubus, Sabateus, †Auteas, Maiannas,
Calitas, Azarias, Jozabdus, Ananias, and
Phalias, the Levites, taught the law of the
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Lord, ‡and read to the multitude the law of
the Lord, explaining what was read.

49ThenAttharates said to Esdras the chief
priest and reader, and to the Levites who
taught themultitude, even to all,

50 “This day is holy to the Lord—now they
all wept when they heard the law—

51go then, eat the fat, drink the sweet, and
send portions to those who have nothing;

52 for the day is holy to the Lord. Don’t
be sorrowful, for the Lord will bring you to
honour.”

53So the Levites commanded all things to
the people, saying, “This day is holy. Don’t
be sorrowful.”

54 Then they went their way, every one
to eat, drink, enjoy themselves, to give por-
tions to those who had nothing, and to re-
joice greatly,

55 because they §understood the words
they were instructed with, and for which
they had been assembled.

§ 9:55: Or,were inspired by
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The
Prayer of Manasses

King of Judah,
WhenHeWas Held Captive in

Babylon
The Prayer of Manasses is recognised as

Deuterocanonical Scripture by the Greek
Orthodox and Russian Orthodox Churches.
It is included in an appendix to the Latin
Vulgate Bible.

1O LORD Almighty in heaven, God of our
fathers Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and of
their righteous offspring,

2 you who have made heaven and earth,
with all their order,

3 who have bound the sea by the word
of your commandment, who have shut up
the deep, and sealed it by your terrible and
glorious name,

4 whom all things fear, yes, tremble be-
fore your power,

5 for the majesty of your glory can’t be
borne, and the anger of your threatening
towards sinners is unbearable.

6Yourmerciful promise is unmeasurable
and unsearchable,

7 for you are the Lord Most High, of
great compassion, patient and abundant in
mercy, and relent at human suffering.

8 †You, O Lord, according to your great
goodness have promised repentance and
forgiveness to those who have sinned
against you. Of your infinite mercies, you
have appointed repentance to sinners,
that they may be saved. You therefore, O
Lord, who are the God of the just, have
not appointed repentance to the just, to
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, which have not
sinned against you, but you have appointed
repentance to me, a sinner.

9For I have sinnedmore than thenumber
of the sands of the sea. My transgressions
are multiplied,‡ O Lord, my transgressions
are multiplied, and I am not worthy to be-
hold and see the height of heaven for the
multitude of my iniquities.

10 I am bowed down with many iron
bands, so that I can’t lift up my head by
reason of my sins,§ neither have I any re-
lief; for I have provoked your wrath, and
done that which is evil before you:† I didn’t
do your will, neither did I keep your com-
mandments. I have set up abominations,
and havemultiplied detestable things.

11 Now therefore I bow the knee of my
heart, asking you for grace.

12 I have sinned, O Lord, I have sinned,
and I acknowledgemy iniquities;

13 but, I humbly ask you, forgive me, O
Lord, forgive me, and please don’t destroy
me with my iniquities. Don’t be angry with
me forever, by reserving evil for me. Don’t
condemn me into the lower parts of the
earth. For you, O Lord, are the God of those
who repent.

14 In me you will show all your goodness,
for you will save me, even though I am
unworthy, according to your great mercy.

15 Then I will praise you forever all the
days of my life; for all the army of heaven
sings your praise, and yours is the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

† 1:8: The Alex. MS. omits You... saved. ‡ 1:9: The Alex. MS. omits O Lord... multiplied. § 1:10: Some authorities
omit by reason ofmy sins. † 1:10: The Alex. MS. omits I did... commandments.
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Psalm 151
Psalm151 is recognisedasDeuterocanon-

ical Scripture by the Greek Orthodox and
Russian Orthodox Churches.

This Psalm is a genuine one of David,
though extra,† composedwhenhe fought in
single combat with Goliath.
1 I was small amongst my brothers,

and youngest in my father’s house.
I tendedmy father’s sheep.

2My hands formed amusical instrument,
andmy fingers tuned a lyre.

3Who shall tell my Lord?
The Lord himself, he himself hears.

4He sent forth his angel and took me from
my father’s sheep,

and he anointed me with his anointing
oil.

5My brothers were handsome and tall;
but the Lord didn’t take pleasure in
them.

6 I went out to meet the Philistine,
and he cursedme by his idols.

7 But I drew his own sword and beheaded
him,

and removed reproach from the chil-
dren of Israel.

† 1:: or, supernumerary
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The Third Book of the
Maccabees

The Third Book of the Maccabees is recog-
nised as Deuterocanonical Scripture by
the Greek Orthodox and Russian Orthodox
Churches. It is considered to be apocrypha
bymost other church traditions.

1Now Philopater, on learning from those
who came back that Antiochus had made
himself master of the places which be-
longed to himself, sent orders to all his in-
fantry and cavalry, took with him his sister
Arsinoe, andmarchedout as far as theparts
of Raphia, where Antiochus and his forces
encamped.

2 And one Theodotus, intending to carry
out his design, took with him the bravest
of the armed men who had been before
committed to his trust by Ptolemy, and got
through at night to the tent of Ptolemy, to
kill him on his own responsibility, and so to
end the war.

3 But Dositheus, called the son of Drimu-
lus, by birth a Jew, afterward a renegade
from the laws and observances of his coun-
try, conveyed Ptolemy away, and made an
obscure person lie down in his stead in the
tent. It turned out that this man received
the fate which wasmeant for the other.

4 A fierce battle then took place. The
men of Antiochus were prevailing. Ar-
sinoe continually went up and down the
ranks, andwith dishevelled hair, with tears
and entreaties, begged the soldiers to fight
bravely for themselves, their children, and
wives, and promised that if they proved
conquerors, she would give them each two
minas of gold.

5 It thus fell out that their enemies were
defeated in hand-to-hand encounter, and
that many of themwere taken prisoners.

6 Having vanquished this attempt, the
king then decided to proceed to the neigh-
bouring cities, and encourage them.

7By doing this, and by making donations
to their temples, he inspired his subjects
with confidence.

8 The Jews sent some of their council
and of their elders to him. The greetings,
welcoming gifts, and congratulations of the
past, given by them, filled him with the
greater eagerness to visit their city.

9Having arrived at Jerusalem, sacrificed,
and offered thank-offerings to the Greatest
God, and done whatever else was suitable
to the sanctity of the place, and entered the
inner court,

10 he was so impressed with the magnif-
icence of the place, and so wondered at the

orderly arrangements of the temple, that he
considered entering the sanctuary itself.

11 When they told him that this was not
permissible, none of the nation, not even
the priests in general, but only the supreme
high priest of all, and he only once in a year,
was allowed to go in, hewould by nomeans
give way.

12 Then they read the law to him, but he
persisted in intruding, exclaiming that he
ought to be allowed. He said, “Even if they
were deprived of this honour, I shouldn’t
be.”

13He asked why, when he entered all the
other temples, did none of the priests who
were present forbid him.

14He was thoroughly answered by some-
one, that he did wrong to boast of this.

15 “Well, since I have done this,” said he,
“be the cause what it may, shall I not enter
with or without your consent?”

16 When the priests fell down in their
sacred vestments imploring the Greatest
God to come and help in time of need, and
to avert the violence of the fierce aggres-
sor, and when they filled the temple with
lamentations and tears,

17 then those who had been left behind
in the city were scared, and rushed out,
uncertain of the event.

18 Virgins, who had been shut up within
their chambers, came out with their moth-
ers, scattering dust and ashes on their
heads, and filling the streets with outcries.

19Womenwhohadrecentlybeenarrayed
for marriage left their bridal chambers,
left the reserve that befitted them, and ran
around the city in a disorderly manner.

20New-born babes were deserted by the
mothers or nurseswhowaited upon them—
some here, some there, in houses, or in
fields; these now, with an ardour which
could not be checked, swarmed into the
Most High temple.

21 Various prayers were offered up by
those who assembled in this place because
of the unholy attempt of the king.

22 Along with these there were some of
the citizens who took courage and would
not submit to his obstinacy and his inten-
tion of carrying out his purpose.

23 Calling out to arms, and to die bravely
in defence of the law of their fathers, they
created a great uproar in the place, and
were with difficulty brought back by the
aged and the elders to the station of prayer
which they had occupied before.

24During this time, themultitude kept on
praying.

25 The elders who surrounded the king
tried in many ways to divert his arrogant
mind fromthedesignwhichhehad formed.
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26He, in his hardenedmood, insensible to
all persuasion, was going onward with the
view of carrying out this design.

27 Yet even his own officers, when they
saw this, joined the Jews in an appeal to
Himwho has all power to aid in the present
crisis, and not wink at such haughty law-
lessness.

28 Such was the frequency and the vehe-
mence of the cry of the assembled crowd,
that an indescribable noise ensued.

29 Not the men only, but the very walls
and floor seemed to sound out, all things
preferring death rather than to see the
place defiled.

2
1 Now it was that the high priest Simon

bowedhis kneesnear theholyplace, spread
out his hands in reverent form, and uttered
the following prayer:

2 “O Lord, Lord, King of the heavens, and
Ruler of the whole creation, Holy amongst
the holy, sole Governor, Almighty, give ear
to us who are oppressed by a wicked and
profane one, who celebrates in his confi-
dence and strength.

3 It is you, the Creator of all, the Lord of
the universe, who are a righteous Gover-
nor, and judge all who act with pride and
insolence.

4 It was you who destroyed the for-
mer workers of unrighteousness, amongst
whomwere the giants, who trusted in their
strength and daring, by covering themwith
ameasureless flood.

5 It was you who made the Sodomites,
those workers of exceedingly iniquity, men
notorious for their vices, an example to
later generations, when you covered them
with fire and brimstone†.

6Youmade known your powerwhen you
caused the bold Pharaoh, the enslaver of
your people, to pass through the ordeal of
many and diverse inflictions.

7You rolled thedepths of the sea over him
when he pursued with chariots and with
a multitude of followers, and gave a safe
passage to those who put their trust in you,
the Lord of the whole creation.

8 These saw and felt the works of your
hands, and praised you, the Almighty.

9 You, O King, when you created the im-
measurable and measureless earth, chose
this city. Youmade this place sacred to your
name, even though you need nothing. You
glorified it with your illustrious presence,
after constructing it to the glory of your
great and honourable name.

10Youpromised, out of love for thepeople
of Israel, that if we fall away from you, be-
come afflicted, and then come to this house
and pray, you would hear our prayer.

11Truly you are faithful and true.
12 When you often aided our fathers

when hard pressed and humiliated, and
delivered them out of great dangers,

13 see now, holy King, how through our
many and great sins we are crushed and
made subject to our enemies, and have be-
comeweak and powerless.

14 In our low condition, this bold and
profane man seeks to dishonour this your
holy place, consecrated out of the earth to
the name of yourMajesty.

15 Your dwelling place, the heaven of
heavens, is indeed unapproachable tomen.

16 But since it seemed good to you to ex-
hibit yourgloryamongst yourpeople Israel,
you sanctified this place.

17 Don’t punish us by means of the un-
cleanness of their men, and don’t chastise
us by means of their profanity, lest the law-
less ones should boast in their rage, and
exult in exuberant pride of speech, and say,

18 ‘We have trampled upon the holy
house, as idolatrous houses are trampled
upon.’

19 Blot out our iniquities, do away with
our errors, and show your compassion in
this hour.

20 Let your mercies quickly go before
us. Grant us peace, that the downcast and
broken hearted may praise you with their
mouth.”

21 At that time God, who sees all things,
who is beyond all Holy amongst the holy,
heard that prayer, so suitable, and scourged
the man who was greatly uplifted with
scorn and insolence.

22Shaking him back and forth as a reed is
shaken with the wind, he threw him down
on the pavement, powerless, with limbs
paralysed, and by a righteous judgement
deprived of the ability to speak.

23 His friends and bodyguards, seeing
the swift recompense which had suddenly
overtaken him, struck with exceeding ter-
ror, and fearing that he would die, speedily
removed him.

24 When in course of time he had come
to himself, this severe punishment caused
no repentance within him, but he departed
with bitter threatenings.

25 He proceeded to Egypt, grew worse
in wickedness through his previously men-
tioned companions in wine, who were lost
to all goodness,

† 2:5: or, sulphur
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26 and not satisfied with countless acts of
impiety, his audacity so increased that he
raised evil reports there, and many of his
friends, watching his purpose attentively,
joined in furthering his will.

27 His purpose was to inflict a public
stigma upon our race. Therefore he erected
a stone pillar in the courtyard, and caused
the following inscription to be engraved
upon it:

28“Entrance to this temple is to be refused
to all those who would not sacrifice. All
the Jews were to be registered amongst the
slaves. Thosewhoresistedare tobe forcibly
seized and put to death.

29 Those who are thus registered are to
be marked on their persons by the ivy-leaf
symbol of Dionysus, and to be reduced to
these limited rights.”

30To do awaywith the appearance of hat-
ing them all, he had it written underneath,
that if any of them should elect to enter the
community of those initiated in the rites,
these should have equal rights with the
Alexandrians.

31 Some of those who were over the city,
therefore, abhorring any approach to the
city of piety, unhesitatingly gave in to the
king, and expected to derive some great
honour from a future connectionwith him.

32 A nobler spirit, however, prompted
the majority to cling to their religious ob-
servances, and by paying money that they
might live unmolested, these sought to es-
cape the registration,

33 cheerfully looking forward to future
aid, they abhorred their own apostates,
considering them to be national foes, and
depriving them of common fellowship and
mutual help.

3
1Ondiscovering this, so incensedwas the

wicked king, that he no longer confined his
rage to the Jews in Alexandria. Laying his
hand more heavily upon those who lived
in the country, he gave orders that they
should be quickly collected into one place,
andmost cruelly deprived of their lives.

2 While this was going on, a hostile ru-
mour was uttered abroad by men who had
banded together to injure the Jewish race.
The pretext of their charge was that the
Jews kept them away from the ordinances
of the law.

3 Now the Jews always maintained a
feeling of unwavering loyalty towards the
kings,

4 yet, as they worshipped God and ob-
served his law, they made certain distinc-
tions, and avoided certain things. Hence
they appeared hateful to some people,

5 although, as they adorned their conver-
sation with works of righteousness, they
had established themselves in the good
opinion of the world.

6What all the rest of mankind said was,
however, disregarded by the foreigners,

7 who said much of the exclusiveness of
the Jews with regard to their worship and
meats. They alleged that they were unso-
ciable men, hostile to the king’s interests,
refusing to associatewith himor his troops.
By thisway of speaking, they broughtmuch
hatred on them.

8 This unexpected uproar and sudden
gathering of people was observed by the
Greeks who lived in the city, concerning
men who had never harmed them. Yet to
aid them was not in their power, since all
was oppression around, but they encour-
aged them in their troubles, and expected a
favourable turn of affairs.

9 He who knows all things will not, they
said, disregard so great a people.

10 Some of the neighbours, friends, and
business associates of the Jews even called
themsecretly to an interview, pledged them
their assistance, and promised to do their
very utmost for them.

11Now the king, elated with his prosper-
ous fortune, and not regarding the superior
power of God, but thinking to persevere in
his present purpose, wrote the following
letter to the prejudice of the Jews:

12 “King Ptolemy Philopater, to the com-
manders and soldiers in Egypt, and in all
places, health and happiness!

13 I am doing well, and so, too, are my
affairs.

14 Since our Asiatic campaign, the par-
ticulars of which you know, and which by
the aid of the gods, not lightly given, and
by our own vigour, has been brought to
a successful conclusion according to our
expectation,

15we resolved, not with strength of spear,
butwith gentleness andmuch humanity, as
it were to nurse the inhabitants of Coele-
Syria and Phoenicia, and to be their willing
benefactors.

16 So, having bestowed considerable
sums of money upon the temples of the
several cities, we proceeded even as far
as Jerusalem, and went up to honour the
temple of thesewretched beingswhonever
cease from their folly.

17 To outward appearance they received
us willingly, but belied that appearance by
their deeds. When we were eager to enter
their temple, and to honour itwith themost
beautiful and exquisite gifts,

18 they were so carried away by their
old arrogance as to forbid us the entrance,



3Maccabees 3:19 980 3Maccabees 4:11

while we, out of our forbearance towards
all men, refrained from exercising our
power upon them.

19 Thus, exhibiting their enmity against
us, they alone amongst the nations lift up
their heads against kings and benefactors,
as men unwilling to submit to any reason-
able thing.

20 We then, having endeavored to make
allowance for the madness of these people,
and on our victorious return treating all
people inEgypt courteously, acted inaman-
ner which was befitting.

21Accordingly, bearing no ill will against
theirkinsmen, but rather rememberingour
connection with them, and the numerous
matters with sincere heart from a remote
period entrusted to them, we wished to
venture a total alteration of their state, by
giving them the rights of citizens of Alexan-
dria, and to admit them to the everlasting
rites of our solemnities.

22 All this, however, they have taken in
a very different spirit. With their innate
malignity, they have spurned the fair offer,
and constantly inclining to evil,

23 have rejected the inestimable rights.
Not only so, but by using speech, and by
refraining from speech, they abhor the few
amongst themwhoareheartily disposed to-
wards us, ever deeming that their infamous
way of life will force us to do awaywith our
reform.

24 Having then received certain proofs
that these Jews bear us every sort of ill
will, wemust look forward to thepossibility
of some sudden tumult amongst ourselves
when these impious men may turn traitors
and barbarous enemies.

25 Therefore, as soon as the contents of
this letter become known to you, in that
same hour we order those Jews who dwell
amongst you, with wives and children, to
be sent to us, vilified and abused, in chains
of iron, to undergo a cruel and shameful
death, suitable to enemies.

26 For by the punishment of them in one
body we perceive that we have found the
only means of establishing our affairs for
the future on a firm and satisfactory basis.

27Whoever protects a Jew, whether it be
old man, child, or nursing baby, shall with
his whole house be tortured to death.

28Whoever informs against the Jews, be-
sides receiving the property of the person
charged, shall be presented with two thou-
sand drachmas† from the royal treasury,
shall be made free, and shall be crowned.

29Whatever place shelters a Jew shall be
made unapproachable and shall be put un-

der the ban of fire, and be forever rendered
useless to every living being for all time to
come.”

30 The king’s letter was written in the
above form.

4
1Wherever this decree was received, the

peoplekeptuparevelryof joyandshouting,
as if their long-pent-up, hardened hatred
would now show itself openly.

2 The Jews suffered great throes of sor-
row and wept much, while their hearts, all
things around being lamentable, were set
onfireas theybewailed the suddendestruc-
tion which was decreed against them.

3 What home, or city, or any inhabited
place, or what streets were there, which
their condition didn’t fill with wailing and
lamentation?

4They were sent out unanimously by the
generals in various cities, with such stern
and pitiless feeling that the exceptional na-
ture of the infliction moved even some of
their enemies. These, influenced by senti-
ments of common humanity, and reflecting
upon the uncertain issue of life, shed tears
at their miserable expulsion.

5 A multitude of aged hoary-haired old
men were driven along with halting bend-
ing feet, urged onward by the impulse of a
violent, shameless force to quick speed.

6Girls who had entered the bridal cham-
ber quite lately, to enjoy the partnership
of marriage, exchanged pleasure for mis-
ery; and with dust scattered upon their
myrrh-anointed heads, were hurried along
unveiled; and, in the midst of outlandish
insults, set upwith one accord a lamentable
cry instead of themarriage hymn.

7Bound and exposed to public gaze, they
were hurried violently on board ship.

8 The husbands of these, in the prime of
their youthful vigour, instead of crowns,
wore ropes round their necks. Instead
of feasting and youthful celebration, they
spent the rest of their nuptial days in wail-
ing, and saw only the grave at hand.

9They were dragged along by unyielding
chains, like wild animals. Of these, some
had their necks thrust into the benches of
the rowers, while the feet of others were
enclosed in hard fetters.

10 The planks of the deck above them
blockedout the light and shut out thedayon
every side, so that theymight be treated like
traitors during the whole voyage.

11 They were carried like this in this ves-
sel, and at the end of it arrived at Sche-
dia. The king had ordered them to be cast

† 3:28: a drachmawas about a day’s pay for an agricultural labourer
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into the vast hippodrome, which was built
in front of the city. This place was well
adapted by its situation to expose them to
the gaze of all comers into the city, and of
thosewhowent from the city into the coun-
try. Thus they could hold no communica-
tion with his forces. They weren’t deemed
worthy of any civilized accommodation.

12When this was done, the king, hearing
that their kindred in the city oftenwent out
and lamented the melancholy distress of
these victims,

13was full of rage, and commanded that
they should be carefully subjected to the
same—and not one bit milder—treatment.

14 The whole nation was now to be regis-
tered. Every individual was to be specified
by name, not for that hard servitude of
labour which we have a little before men-
tioned, but that hemight expose them to the
before-mentioned tortures; and finally, in
the short space of a day, might exterminate
them by his cruelties.

15 The registering of these men was
carried on cruelly, zealously, assiduously,
from the rising of the sun to its going down,
andwasnot brought to an end in forty days.

16The king was filled with great and con-
stant joy, and celebrated banquets before
the temple idols. His erring heart, far from
the truth, andhis profanemouth gave glory
to idols, deaf and incapable of speaking
or aiding, and uttered unworthy speech
against the Greatest God.

17 At the end of the above-mentioned in-
terval of time, the registrars brought word
to the king that the multitude of the Jews
was too great for registration,

18 inasmuch as there were many still left
in the land, of whom some were in in-
habited houses, and others were scattered
about in various places, so that all the com-
manders in Egypt were insufficient for the
work.

19Theking threatened them, and charged
them with taking bribes, in order to con-
trive the escape of the Jews, but was clearly
convinced of the truth of what had been
said.

20 They said, and proved, that paper and
pens had failed them for the carrying out of
their purpose.

21 Now this was an active interference
of the unconquerable Providencewhich as-
sisted the Jews from heaven.

5
1Thenhe calledHermon,whohad charge

of the elephants. Full of rage, altogether
fixed in his furious design,

2 he commanded him, with a quantity
of unmixed wine with handfuls of incense

infused, to drug the elephants early on the
following day. These five hundred ele-
phants were, when infuriated by the copi-
ous drinks of frankincense, to be led up to
the execution of death upon the Jews.

3 The king, after issuing these orders,
went to his feasting, and gathered together
all those of his friends and of the armywho
hated the Jews themost.

4 The master of the elephants, Hermon,
fulfilled his commission punctually.

5The servants appointed for the purpose
went out about evening and bound the
hands of the miserable victims, and took
otherprecautions for their securityatnight,
thinking that the whole race would perish
together.

6 The heathen believed the Jews to be
destitute of all protection, for chains bound
them.

7 They invoked the Almighty Lord, and
ceaselessly implored with tears their mer-
ciful God and Father, Ruler of all, Lord of
every power,

8 to overthrow the evil purpose which
had gone out against them, and to deliver
them by extraordinary manifestation from
that death which was in store for them.

9 Their earnest entreaty went up to
heaven.

10ThenHermon,whohadfilledhismerci-
less elephantswith copious drinks ofmixed
wine and frankincense, came early to the
palace to report on these preparations.

11 He, however, who has sent his good
creature sleep from all time by night or by
day thus gratifying whom hewills, diffused
a portion of it now upon the king.

12 By this sweet and profound influence
of the Lord, he was held fast, and thus his
unjust purpose was quite frustrated, and
his unflinching resolve greatly falsified.

13 But the Jews, having escaped the hour
which had been fixed, praised their holy
God, and again prayed him who is easily
reconciled to display the power of his pow-
erful hand to the arrogant Gentiles.

14Themiddleof the tenthhourhadnearly
arrived, when the person who sent invita-
tions, seeing the guests who were invited
present, came and shook the king.

15He gained his attention with difficulty,
and hinting that the mealtime was getting
past, talked thematter over with him.

16The king listened to this, and then turn-
ing aside to his drinking, commanded the
guests to sit down before him.

17Thisdone, heasked themtoenjoy them-
selves, and to indulge inmirth at this some-
what late hour of the banquet.

18 Conversation grew on, and the king
sent for Hermon, and enquired of him,
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with fierce denunciations, why the Jews
had been allowed to outlive that day.

19 Hermon explained that he had done
his bidding over night; and in this he was
confirmed by his friends.

20Theking, then,withabarbarity exceed-
ing that of Phalaris, said, “Theymight thank
his sleep of that day. Lose no time, and get
ready the elephants against tomorrow, as
you did before, for the destruction of these
accursed Jews.”

21When the king said this, the company
present were glad, and approved. Then
eachmanwent to his own home.

22 They didn’t employ the night in sleep,
but in contriving cruel mockeries for those
deemedmiserable.

23Themorning cock had just crowed, and
Hermon, having harnessed the brutes, was
stimulating them in the great colonnade.

24Thecity crowdswerecollected together
to see the hideous spectacle, and waited
impatiently for the dawn.

25 The Jews, breathless with momen-
tary suspense, stretched out their hands
and prayed the Greatest God, in mournful
strains, again to help them speedily.

26 The sun’s rays were not yet shining
and the king was waiting for his friends
whenHermoncame tohim, callinghimout,
and saying that his desires could now be
realised.

27 The king, receiving him, was aston-
ished at his unusual invitation. Over-
whelmed with a spirit of oblivion about ev-
erything, enquired about the object of this
earnest preparation.

28 But this was the working of that
Almighty God who had made him forget
all his purpose.

29Hermon and all his friends pointed out
the preparation of the animals. They are
ready, O king, according to your own strict
injunction.

30 The king was filled with fierce anger
at these words, for, by the Providence of
God regarding these things, his mind had
become entirely confused. He looked hard
at Hermon, and threatened him as follows:

31 “Your parents, or your children, were
they here, would have given a large meal
to these wild animals, not these innocent
Jews, who have loyally served me and my
forefathers.

32 Had it not been for familiar friend-
ship, and the claims of your office, your life
should have gone for theirs.”

33Hermon, being threatened in this unex-
pected and alarmingmanner, was troubled
in his eyes, and his face fell.

34 The friends, too, stole out one by one,
and dismissed the assembled multitudes to
their respective occupations.

35The Jews, having heard of these events,
praised the glorious God and King of kings,
because they had obtained this help, too,
from him.

36 Now the king arranged another ban-
quet in the same way, and proclaimed an
invitation to mirth.

37 He summoned Hermon to his pres-
ence, and said, with threats, “How often,
O wretch, must I repeat my orders to you
about these same persons?

38 Once more, arm the elephants for the
extermination of the Jews tomorrow!”

39His kinsmen, who were reclining with
him, wondered at his instability, and thus
expressed themselves:

40 “O king, how long do you test us, as of
men bereft of reason? This is the third time
that you have ordered their destruction.
When the thing is to be done, you change
yourmind, and recall your instructions.

41 Because of this, the feeling of expecta-
tion causes tumult in the city. It swarms
with factions, and is continually on the
point of being plundered.”

42 The king, just like another Phalaris, a
prey to thoughtlessness, made no account
of the changes which his own mind had
undergone, issuing in the deliverance of
the Jews. He swore a fruitless oath, and
determined immediately to send them to
hades, crushed by the knees and feet of the
elephants.

43 He would also invade Judea, level its
towns with fire and the sword, destroy that
temple which the heathen might not enter,
and prevent sacrifices ever after being of-
fered up there.

44 Joyfully his friends broke up, together
with his kinsmen; and, trusting in his deter-
mination, arranged their forces in guard at
themost convenient places of the city.

45 The master of the elephants urged
the animals into an almost maniacal state,
drenched themwith incense andwine, and
decked themwith frightful devices.

46 About early morning, when the city
was filled with an immense number of
people at the hippodrome, he entered the
palace and called the king to the business in
hand.

47 The king’s heart teemed with impious
rage; and he rushed forth with the mass,
along with the elephants. With unsoftened
feelings and pitiless eyes, he longed to gaze
at the hard and wretched doom of the pre-
viously mentioned Jews.

48But the Jews, when the elephants went
out at the gate, followed by the armed
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force. When they saw the dust raised by
the throng, and heard the loud cries of the
crowd,

49 thought that they had come to the last
moment of their lives, to the end of what
they had tremblingly expected. They gave
way, therefore, to lamentations andmoans.
They kissed each other. Those nearest of
kin to each other hung around one an-
other’s necks—fathers hugging their sons
andmothers theirdaughters. Otherwomen
held their infants to their breasts, which
drewwhat seemed their last milk.

50 Nevertheless, when they reflected
upon the help previously granted them
from heaven, they prostrated themselves
with one accord, removed even the sucking
children from the breasts, and

51 sent up an exceedingly great cry asking
the Lord of all power to reveal himself, and
have mercy upon those who now lay at the
gates of hades.

6
1 Then Eleazar, an illustrious priest of

the country, who had attained to length of
days, andwhose lifehadbeenadornedwith
virtue, caused the elders who were around
him to cease to cry out to the holy God, and
prayed this:

2 “O king, mighty in power, most high,
AlmightyGod,who regulates thewhole cre-
ation with your tender mercy,

3 look at the seed of Abraham, at the chil-
dren of the sanctified Jacob, your sanctified
inheritance, O Father, now being wrong-
fully destroyed as foreigners in a foreign
land.

4You destroyed Pharaohwith his army of
chariots when that lord of this same Egypt
was uplifted with lawless daring and loud-
sounding tongue. Shedding the beams of
your mercy upon the race of Israel, you
overwhelmed him and his proud army.

5 When Sennacherim, the grievous king
of the Assyrians, exulting in his countless
army, had subdued the whole land with
his spear and was lifting himself against
your holy citywith boastings grievous to be
endured, you, O Lord, demolished him and
displayed yourmight to many nations.

6 When the three friends in the land of
Babylon of their own will exposed their
lives to the fire rather than serve vain
things, you sent a moist coolness through
thefiery furnace, andbrought thefire onall
their adversaries.

7 It was you who, when Daniel was
hurled, through slander and envy, as a prey
to lions down below, brought him back
again unharmed to light.

8 When Jonah was pining away in the
belly of the sea-born monster, you looked
at him, O Father, and recovered him to the
sight of his own.

9Now, you who hate insolence, you who
abound in mercy, you who are the protec-
tor of all things, appear quickly to those
of the race of Israel, who are insulted by
abhorred, lawless gentiles.

10 If our life during our exile has been
stained with iniquity, deliver us from the
hand of the enemy, and destroy us, O Lord,
by the death which you prefer.

11 Don’t let the vain-minded congratu-
late vain idols at the destruction of your
beloved, saying, ‘Their god didn’t deliver
them.’

12 You who are All-powerful and
Almighty, O Eternal One, behold! Have
mercy on us who are being withdrawn
from life, like traitors, by the unreasoning
insolence of lawless men.

13 Let the heathen cower before your in-
vincible might today, O glorious One, who
have all power to save the race of Jacob.

14 The whole band of infants and their
parents ask you with tears.

15 Let it be shown to all the nations that
you are with us, O Lord, and have not
turned your face away from us, but as you
said that you would not forget them even
in the land of their enemies, so fulfil this
saying, O Lord.”

16Now, at the time that Eleazarhadended
his prayer, the king came along to the hip-
podrome with the wild animals, and with
his tumultuous power.

17When the Jews saw this, they uttered a
loud cry to heaven so that the adjacent val-
leys resounded and caused an irrepressible
lamentation throughout the army.

18Then the all-glorious, all-powerful, and
true God, displayed his holy countenance,
and opened the gates of heaven, from
which two angels, dreadful of form, came
down andwere visible to all but the Jews.

19They stood opposite, and filled the ene-
mies’ army with confusion and cowardice,
and bound them with immoveable shack-
les.

20Acold shudder cameover the person of
the king, and oblivion paralysed the vehe-
mence of his spirit.

21 They turned back the animals on the
armed forces who followed them; and
the animals trampled them and destroyed
them.

22 The king’s wrath was converted into
compassion; and he wept at the things he
had devised.

23 For when he heard the cry, and saw
them all on the verge of destruction, with
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tears he angrily threatened his friends, say-
ing,

24 “You have governed badly, and have
exceeded tyrants in cruelty. You have
laboured to deprive me, your benefactor,
at once of my dominion and my life, by
secretly devising measures injurious to the
kingdom.

25Who has gathered here, unreasonably
removing each from his home, those who,
in fidelity to us, had held the fortresses of
the country?

26Who has consigned to unmerited pun-
ishments those who in good will towards
us from the beginning have in all things
surpassed all nations, and who often have
engaged in the most dangerous undertak-
ings?

27 Loose, loose the unjust bonds! Send
them to their homes in peace, begging par-
don for what has been done.

28 Release the sons of the almighty living
God of heaven, who from our ancestors’
times until now has granted a glorious and
uninterrupted prosperity to our affairs.”

29He said these things, and they, released
the same moment, having now escaped
death, praised God their holy Saviour.

30 The king then departed to the city, and
called his financier to himself, and asked
him provide a seven days’ quantity of wine
and other materials for feasting for the
Jews. He decided that they should keep a
cheerful festival of deliverance in the very
place in which they expected to meet with
their destruction.

31 Then they who were before despised
and near to hades, yes, rather advanced
into it, partook of the cup of salvation, in-
stead of a grievous and lamentable death.
Full of exultation, they apportioned the
place intended for their fall and burial into
banqueting booths.

32 Ceasing their miserable strain of woe,
they took up the subject of their father-
land, singing in praise to God their wonder-
working Saviour. All groans and all wailing
were laid aside. They formed dances as a
sign of peaceful joy.

33 So the king also collected a number of
guests for the occasion, and returned un-
ceasing thankswithmuchmagnificence for
the unexpected deliverance afforded him.

34Those who hadmarked them out as for
death and for carrion, and had registered
them with joy, howled aloud, and were
clothed with shame, and had the fire of
their rage ingloriously put out.

35But the Jews, as we just said, instituted
a dance, and then gave themselves up to
feasting, glad thanksgiving, and psalms.

36 They made a public ordinance to com-
memorate these things for generations to
come, as long as they should be sojourners.
They thus established these days as days of
mirth, not for the purpose of drinking or
luxury, but because God had saved them.

37 They requested the king to send them
back to their homes.

38 They were being enrolled from the
twenty-fifth of Pachon to the fourth of
Epiphi, aperiodof fortydays. Themeasures
taken for their destruction lasted from the
fifth of Epiphi till the seventh, that is, three
days.

39TheRuleroverall during this timeman-
ifested his mercy gloriously, and delivered
them all together unharmed.

40They feasted upon the king’s provision
up to the fourteenth day, then asked to be
sent away.

41The king commended them, and wrote
the following letter, of magnanimous im-
port for them, to the commanders of every
city:

7
1 “King Ptolemy Philopator to the com-

manders throughout Egypt, and to all who
are set over affairs, joy and strength.

2We, too, and our children are well. God
has directed our affairs as we wish.

3 Certain of our friends out of malice ve-
hemently urged us to punish the Jews of
our realm in a body, with the infliction of a
monstrous punishment.

4 They pretended that our affairs would
never be in a good state till this took place.
Such, they said,was thehatredborneby the
Jews to all other people.

5 They brought them fettered in grievous
chains as slaves, no, as traitors. Without
enquiryorexamination theyendeavored to
annihilate them. They buckled themselves
with a savage cruelty, worse than Scythian
custom.

6 For this cause we severely threatened
them; yet, with the clemency which we
usually extend to all men, we at length per-
mitted them to live. Finding that the God
of heaven cast a shield of protection over
the Jews so as to preserve them, and that he
fought for themas a father always fights for
his sons,

7 and taking into consideration their con-
stancy and fidelity towards us and towards
our ancestors,wehave, asweought, acquit-
ted them of every sort of charge.

8 We have dismissed them to their sev-
eral homes, telling all men everywhere to
do them no wrong, or unrighteously revile
them about the past.
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9 For know this, that should we conceive
any evil design, or in any way aggrieve
them, we shall ever have as our adversary,
notman, but thehighestGod, the ruler of all
might. FromHim therewill beno escape, as
the avenger of such deeds. Farewell.”

10 When they had received this letter,
they didn’t hurry to depart immediately.
They petitioned the king to be allowed to in-
flict fitting punishment upon those of their
race who had willingly transgressed the
holy god, and the law of God.

11 They alleged that men who had for
their bellies’ sake transgressed the ordi-
nances of God, would never be faithful to
the interests of the king.

12The king admitted the truth of this rea-
soning, and commended them. Full power
was given them, without warrant or spe-
cial commission, to destroy those who had
transgressed the law of God boldly in every
part of the king’s dominions.

13 Their priests, then, as it was appropri-
ate, saluted him with good wishes, and all
the people echoed with the “Hallelujah!”
Then they joyfully departed.

14Then theypunishedandshamefullyde-
stroyed every polluted Jew that fell in their
way,

15 slaying this way, in that day, more than
three hundredmen, and esteeming this de-
struction of the wicked a season of joy.

16 They themselves having held closely
to their God to death, and having enjoyed
a full deliverance, departed from the city
garlanded with sweet-flowered wreaths of
every kind. Uttering exclamations of joy,
with songs of praise, andmelodious hymns,
they thanked the God of their fathers, the
eternal Saviour of Israel.

17 Having arrived at Ptolemais, called
from the specialty of that district “Rose-
bearing”, where the fleet, in accordance
with the general wish, waited for them
seven days,

18 they partook of a banquet of deliver-
ance, for the king generously granted them
all the means of securing a return home.

19 They were accordingly brought back
in peace, while they gave utterance to ap-
propriate thanks; and they determined to
observe these days during their sojourn as
days of joyfulness.

20These they registered as sacred upon a
pillar, when they had dedicated the place
of their festivity to be one of prayer. They
departed unharmed, free, abundant in joy,
preserved by the king’s command, by land,
by sea, and by river, each to his own home.

21 They had more weight than before
amongst their enemies, andwerehonoured

and feared. Noone in anyway robbed them
of their goods.

22 Every man received back his own, ac-
cording to inventory, those who had ob-
tained their goods, giving them up with the
greatest terror. For the greatest God made
perfect wonders for their salvation.

23 Blessed be the Redeemer of Israel for-
ever! Amen.
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The SecondBook of Esdras
The Second Book of Esdras is included in

the Slavonic Bible as 3 Esdras, but is not
found in the Greek Septuagint. It is in-
cluded in the Appendix to the Latin Vulgate
Bible as 4 Esdras. It is considered to be
Apocrypha by most church traditions. It is
preserved here for its supplementary his-
torical value.

1 The second book of the prophet Esdras,
the son of Saraias, the son of Azaraias, the
son of Helkias, the son of Salemas, the son
of Sadoc, the son of Ahitob,

2 the son of Achias, the son of Phinees, the
son of Heli, the son of Amarias, the son of
Aziei, the son of Marimoth, the son of Arna,
the son of Ozias, the son of Borith, the son
of Abissei, the son of Phinees, the son of
Eleazar,

3 the son of Aaron, of the tribe of Levi,
whowas captive in the landof theMedes, in
the reign of Artaxerxes king of the Persians.

4The Lord’s word came tome, saying,
5 “Go your way and show my people

their sinful deeds, and their children their
wickedness which they have done against
me, that they may tell their children’s chil-
dren,

6 because the sins of their fathers have
increased in them, for they have forgotten
me, and have offered sacrifices to foreign
gods.

7 Didn’t I bring them out of the land of
Egypt, out of the house of bondage? But
they have provoked me to wrath and have
despisedmy counsels.

8 So pull out the hair of your head and
cast all evils upon them, for they have not
been obedient to my law, but they are a
rebellious people.

9How long shall I endure them, to whom
I have done somuch good?

10 I haveoverthrownmanykings for their
sakes. I have struck down Pharoahwith his
servants and all his army.

11 I have destroyed all the nations before
them. In the east, I have scattered the
people of two provinces, even of Tyre and
Sidon, and have slain all their adversaries.

12 Speak therefore to them, saying:
13 “The Lord says, truly I brought you

through the sea, and where there was no
path I made highways for you. I gave you
Moses for a leader and Aaron for a priest.

14 I gave you light in a pillar of fire. I have
done great wonders amongst you, yet you
have forgottenme, says the Lord.

15 “The Lord Almighty says: The quails
were for a token to you. I gave you a camp

for your protection, but you complained
there.

16You didn’t celebrate inmyname for the
destruction of your enemies, but even to
this day you still complain.

17Whereare thebenefits that Ihavegiven
you? When youwere hungry and thirsty in
the wilderness, didn’t you cry to me,

18 saying, ‘Why have you brought us into
this wilderness to kill us? It would have
been better for us to have served the Egyp-
tians than to die in this wilderness.’

19 I had pity on your mourning and gave
youmanna for food. You ate angels’ bread.

20Whenyouwere thirsty, didn’t I split the
rock, and water flowed out in abundance?
Because of the heat, I covered you with the
leaves of the trees.

21 I divided fruitful lands amongst you.
I drove out the Canaanites, the Pherezites,
and the Philistines before you. What more
shall I do for you?” says the Lord.

22 The Lord Almighty says, “When you
were in thewilderness, at the bitter stream,
being thirsty and blasphemingmy name,

23 I gave you not fire for your blas-
phemies, but threw a tree in the water, and
made the river sweet.

24What shall I do to you, O Jacob? You, Ju-
dah, would not obey me. I will turn myself
to other nations, and I will givemy name to
them, that theymay keepmy statutes.

25 Since you have forsaken me, I also will
forsake you. When you ask me to be merci-
ful to you, I will have nomercy upon you.

26Whenever you call upon me, I will not
hear you, for you have defiled your hands
with blood, and your feet are swift to com-
mit murder.

27 It is not as though you have forsaken
me, but your own selves,” says the Lord.

28 The Lord Almighty says, “Haven’t I
asked you as a father his sons, as a mother
her daughters, and a nurse her young ba-
bies,

29 that you would be my people, and I
would be your God, that you would be my
children, and I would be your father?

30 I gathered you together, as a hen gath-
ers her chicks under her wings. But now,
what should I do to you? I will cast you out
frommy presence.

31When you offer burnt sacrifices to me,
I will turn my face from you, for I have
rejected your solemn feast days, your new
moons, and your circumcisions of the flesh.

32 I sent to you my servants the prophets,
whom you have taken and slain, and torn
their bodies in pieces, whose blood I will
require from you,” says the Lord.
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33 The Lord Almighty says, “Your house
is desolate. I will cast you out as the wind
blows stubble.

34Your childrenwon’t be fruitful, for they
have neglected my commandment to you,
and done that which is evil before me.

35 I will give your houses to a people that
will come,whichnothavingheardofmeyet
believeme. Those towhomIhaveshownno
signs will do what I have commanded.

36 They have seen no prophets, yet they
will remember their former condition.

37 I call to witness the gratitude of the
people who will come, whose little ones
rejoicewith gladness. Although they seeme
not with bodily eyes, yet in spirit they will
believe what I say.”

38 And now, father, behold with glory,
and see the people that come from the east:

39 to whom I will give for leaders, Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, Oseas, Amos, and
Micheas, Joel, Abdias, and Jonas,

40 Nahum, and Abacuc, Sophonias, Ag-
gaeus, Zachary, and Malachy, who is also
called the Lord’s messenger.

2
1 The Lord says, “I brought this people

out of bondage. I gave themmy command-
ments by my servants the prophets, whom
theywould not listen to, butmademy coun-
sels void.

2Themotherwhobore themsays to them,
‘Goyourway,my children, for I amawidow
and forsaken.

3 I brought you up with gladness, and I
have lost you with sorrow and heaviness,
for you have sinned before the Lord God,
and done that which is evil before me.

4 But now what can I do for you? For I
amawidowand forsaken. Go yourway,my
children, and ask for mercy from the Lord.’

5 As for me, O father, I call upon you for
a witness in addition to themother of these
children, because they would not keep my
covenant,

6 that you may bring them to confusion,
and their mother to ruin, that they may
have no offspring.

7 Let them be scattered abroad amongst
the heathen. Let their names be blotted
out of the earth, for they have despised my
covenant.

8 Woe to you, Assur, you who hide the
unrighteous with you! You wicked nation,
rememberwhat I did to SodomandGomor-
rah,

9 whose land lies in lumps of pitch and
heaps of ashes. That is what I will also do
to those who have not listened to me,” says
the Lord Almighty.

10 The Lord says to Esdras, “Tell my peo-
ple that I will give them the kingdom of
Jerusalem, which I would have given to
Israel.

11 I will also take their glory back to my-
self, and give these the everlasting taberna-
cles which I had prepared for them.

12 They will have the tree of life for fra-
grant perfume. They will neither labour
nor be weary.

13 Ask, and you will receive. Pray that
your days may be few, that they may be
shortened. The kingdom is already pre-
pared for you. Watch!

14 Call heaven and earth to witness. Call
them to witness, for I have left out evil, and
created the good, for I live, says the Lord.

15 “Mother, embrace your children. I will
bring them out with gladness like a dove
does. Establish their feet, for I have chosen
you, says the Lord.

16 Iwill raise thosewho are deadup again
from their places, and bring them out from
their tombs, for I recognise my name in
them.

17Don’t be afraid, youmother of children,
for I have chosen you, says the Lord.

18 For your help, I will send my ser-
vants Esaias and Jeremy, after whose coun-
sel I have sanctified and prepared for you
twelve trees laden with various fruits,

19and as many springs flowing with milk
and honey, and seven mighty mountains,
on which roses and lilies grow, with which
I will fill your children with joy.

20 Do right to the widow. Secure justice
for the fatherless. Give to the poor. Defend
the orphan. Clothe the naked.

21 Heal the broken and the weak. Don’t
laugh a lame man to scorn. Defend the
maimed. Let the blindman have a vision of
my glory.

22 Protect the old and young within your
walls.

23Wherever you find the dead, set a sign
upon them and commit them to the grave,
and I will give you the first place in my
resurrection.

24Stay still, mypeople, and take your rest,
for your rest will come.

25Nourish your children, goodnurse, and
establish their feet.

26As for the servants whom I have given
you, not one of them will perish, for I will
require them from amongst your number.

27 Don’t be anxious, for when the day of
suffering and anguish comes, others will
weep and be sorrowful, but youwill rejoice
and have abundance.

28The nationswill envy you, but theywill
be able to do nothing against you, says the
Lord.
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29My hands will cover you, so that your
children don’t see Gehenna.†

30 Be joyful, mother, with your children,
for I will deliver you, says the Lord.

31 Remember your children who sleep,
for I will bring them out of the secret places
of the earth and show mercy to them, for I
ammerciful, says the Lord Almighty.

32 Embrace your children until I come,
and proclaim mercy to them, for my wells
run over, andmy grace won’t fail.”

33 I, Esdras, receiveda command from the
Lord on Mount Horeb to go to Israel, but
when I came to them, they rejected me and
rejected the Lord’s commandment.

34 Therefore I say to you, O nations that
hear and understand, “Look for your shep-
herd. He will give you everlasting rest, for
he is near at handwhowill come at the end
of the age.

35 Be ready for the rewards of the king-
dom, for the everlasting light will shine on
you forevermore.

36 Flee the shadow of this world, receive
the joy of your glory. I call to witness my
saviour openly.

37 Receive that which is given to you by
theLord, andbe joyful, giving thanks tohim
who has called you to heavenly kingdoms.

38Arise and standup, and see thenumber
of those who have been sealed at the Lord’s
feast.

39 Those who withdrew themselves from
the shadow of the world have received glo-
rious garments from the Lord.

40 Take again your full number, O Zion,
and make up the reckoning of those of
yourswho are clothed inwhite, which have
fulfilled the law of the Lord.

41 The number of your children, whom
you long for, is fulfilled. Ask the power of
theLord, that yourpeople,whichhavebeen
called from the beginning, may be made
holy.”

42 I, Esdras, saw uponMount Zion a great
multitude, whom I could not number, and
they all praised the Lord with songs.

43 In themidst of them, therewas a young
manofahigh stature, taller thanall the rest,
and upon every one of their heads he set
crowns, and hewasmore exalted than they
were. I marvelled greatly at this.

44 So I asked the angel, and said, “What
are these, my Lord?”

45 He answered and said to me, “These
are thosewho have put off themortal cloth-
ing, and put on the immortal, and have
confessed the name of God. Now they are
crowned, and receive palms.”

46 Then said I to the angel, “Who is the
young man who sets crowns on them, and
gives them palms in their hands?”

47 So he answered and said to me, “He is
the Son of God, whom they have confessed
in the world.”
Then I began to praise thosewho stood so

valiantly for the name of the Lord.
48 Then the angel said to me, “Go your

way, and tellmypeoplewhat kind of things,
andhowgreatwonders of theLordGodyou
have seen.”

3
1 In the thirtieth year after the ruin of

the city, I Salathiel, also called Esdras, was
in Babylon, and lay troubled upon my bed,
andmy thoughts came up over my heart,

2 for I saw the desolation of Zion and the
wealth of those who lived at Babylon.

3 My spirit was very agitated, so that I
began to speakwords full of fear to theMost
High, and said,

4 “O sovereign Lord, didn’t you speak at
the beginningwhen you formed the earth—
and that yourself alone—and commanded
the dust

5 and it gave you Adam, a body without
a soul? Yet it was the workmanship of
your hands, and you breathed into him the
breathof life, andhewasmadealive inyour
presence.

6You led him into the garden which your
right hand planted before the earth ap-
peared.

7 You gave him your one commandment,
which he transgressed, and immediately
you appointed death for him and his de-
scendants. From him were born nations,
tribes, peoples, and kindred without num-
ber.

8 Every nation walked after their own
will, did ungodly things in your sight, and
despised your commandments, and you
didn’t hinder them.

9 Nevertheless, again in process of time,
you brought the flood on thosewho lived in
the world and destroyed them.

10 It came to pass that the same thing
happened to them. Just as death came to
Adam, so was the flood to these.

11 Nevertheless, you left one of them,
Noah with his household, and all the righ-
teous menwho descended from him.

12 “It came to pass that when those who
lived upon the earth began tomultiply, they
alsomultipliedchildren, peoples, andmany
nations, and began again to be more un-
godly than their ancestors.

† 2:29: or,Hell.
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13 It came to pass, when they didwickedly
before you, you chose one from amongst
them, whose namewas Abraham.

14You loved, and to him only you showed
the end of the times secretly by night,

15andmadeaneverlasting covenantwith
him, promising him that you would never
forsake his descendants. To him, you gave
Isaac, and to Isaac you gave Jacob and Esau.

16 You set apart Jacob for yourself, but
rejected Esau. Jacob became a great multi-
tude.

17 It came to pass that when you led his
descendantsoutofEgypt, youbrought them
up toMount Sinai.

18You bowed the heavens also, shook the
earth, moved the whole world, made the
depths tremble, and troubled the age.

19 Your glory went through four gates, of
fire, of earthquake, of wind, and of ice, that
you might give the law to the descendants
of Jacob, and the commandment to the de-
scendants of Israel.

20 “Yet you didn’t take away from them
their wicked heart, that your law might
produce fruit in them.

21 For the first Adam, burdened with a
wicked heart transgressed and was over-
come, as were all who are descended from
him.

22 Thus disease was made permanent.
The lawwas in the heart of the people along
with thewickedness of the root. So the good
departed away and that which was wicked
remained.

23So the times passed away, and the years
were brought to an end. Then you raisedup
a servant, called David,

24whom you commanded to build a city
to your name, and to offer burnt offerings
to you in it fromwhat is yours.

25When this was done many years, then
those who inhabited the city did evil,

26 in all things doing as Adam and all his
generations had done, for they also had a
wicked heart.

27 So you gave your city over into the
hands of your enemies.

28 “Then I said in my heart, ‘Are their
deeds of those who inhabit Babylon any
better? Is that why it gained dominion over
Zion?’

29 For it came to pass when I came here,
that I also saw impieties without number,
and my soul saw many sinners in this thir-
tieth year, so that my heart failedme.

30 For I have seen how you endure them
sinning, and have spared those who act
ungodly, and have destroyed your people,
and have preserved your enemies;

31and you have not shown how yourway
may be comprehended. Are the deeds of
Babylon better than those of Zion?

32Or is there any other nation that knows
you beside Israel? Or what tribes have so
believed your covenants as these tribes of
Jacob?

33 Yet their reward doesn’t appear, and
their labour has no fruit, for I have gone
here and there through the nations, and I
see that they abound in wealth, and don’t
think about your commandments.

34Weigh therefore our iniquities now in
the balance, and theirs also who dwell in
theworld, and sowill it be foundwhichway
the scale inclines.

35Or when was it that they who dwell on
the earth have not sinned in your sight? Or
what nation has kept your commandments
so well?

36 You will find some men by name who
have kept your precepts, but youwon’t find
nations.”

4
1 The angel who was sent to me, whose

namewas Uriel, gaveme an answer,
2and said tome, “Yourunderstandinghas

utterly failed you regarding this world. Do
you think you can comprehend the way of
theMost High?”

3Then I said, “Yes, my Lord.”
He answered me, “I have been sent to

show you three ways, and to set before you
three problems.

4 If you can solve one for me, I also will
showyou theway that youdesire to see, and
I will teach you why the heart is wicked.”

5 I said, “Say on, my Lord.”
Then said he to me, “Go, weigh for me

the weight of fire, or measure for me blast
of wind, or call back for me the day that is
past.”

6 Then answered I and said, “Who of the
sons of men is able to do this, that you
should askme about such things?”

7He said to me, “If I had asked you, ‘How
many dwellings are there in the heart of
the sea? Or how many springs are there
at the fountain head of the deep? Or how
many streamsareabove thefirmament? Or
which are the exits †of hell? Or which are
the entrances of paradise?’

8 perhaps you would say to me, ‘I never
went down into the deep, or as yet into hell,
neither did I ever climb up into heaven.’

9Nevertheless now I have only asked you
about the fire, wind, and the day, things
which you have experienced, and from

† 4:7: So the Syriac. The Latin omits of hell? or which are the paths.
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which you can’t be separated, and yet have
you givenme no answer about them.”

10 He said moreover to me, “You can’t
understand your own things that you grew
upwith.

11How then can your mind comprehend
the way of the Most High? How can he
who is alreadyworn outwith the corrupted
world understand incorruption?”

‡When I heard these things, I fell on my
face

12 and said to him, “It would have been
better if we weren’t here at all, than that
we should come here and live in the midst
of ungodliness, and suffer, and not know
why.”

13 He answered me, and said, §“A forest
of the trees of the field went out, and took
counsel together,

14 and said, ‘Come! Let’s go and make
war against the sea, that itmaydepart away
before us, and that wemaymake ourselves
more forests.’

15 The waves of the sea also in like man-
ner took counsel together, and said, ‘Come!
Let’s go up and subdue the forest of the
plain, that there also we may gain more
territory.’

16Thecounsel of thewoodwas invain, for
the fire came and consumed it.

17 Likewise also the counsel of the waves
of the sea, for the sand stoodupandstopped
them.

18 If you were judge now between these
two, which would you justify, or which
would you condemn?”

19 I answered and said, “It is a foolish
counsel that they both have taken, for the
ground is given to the wood, and the place
of the sea is given to bear its waves.”

20 Then answered he me, and said, “You
have given a right judgement. Why don’t
you judge your own case?

21 For just as the ground is given to the
wood, and the sea to itswaves, evenso those
who dwell upon the earth may understand
nothing butwhat is upon the earth. Only he
whodwells above theheavensunderstands
the things that are above the height of the
heavens.”

22Then answered I and said, “I beg you, O
Lord, why has the power of understanding
been given to me?

23For it was not inmymind to be curious
of the ways above, but of such things as
pass by us daily, because Israel is given up
as a reproach to the heathen. The people

whomyouhave lovedhavebeengivenover
to ungodly nations. The law of our forefa-
thers is made of no effect, and the written
covenants are nowhere regarded.

24 We pass away out of the world like
locusts. Our life is like a vapour, and we
aren’t worthy to obtainmercy.

25 What will he then do for his name by
which we are called? I have asked about
these things.”

26 Then he answered me, and said, “If
you are alive you will see, and if you live
long, youwillmarvel, for theworld hastens
quickly to pass away.

27 For it is not able to bear the things that
are promised to the righteous in the times
to come; for thisworld is full of sadness and
infirmities.

28For the evil† about which you askedme
has been sown, but its harvest hasn’t yet
come.

29 If therefore that which is sown isn’t
reaped, and if the place where the evil is
sown doesn’t pass away, the fieldwhere the
good is sownwon’t come.

30For a grain of evil seedwas sown in the
heart ofAdamfrom thebeginning, andhow
much wickedness it has produced to this
time! How much more it will yet produce
until the time of threshing comes!

31 Ponder now by yourself, how much
fruit of wickedness a grain of evil seed has
produced.

32 When the grains which are without
number are sown, how great a threshing
floor they will fill!”

33Then I answered and said, ‡“How long?
When will these things come to pass? Why
are our years few and evil?”

34 He answered me, and said, “Don’t
hurry faster than the Most High; for your
haste is§ for your own self, but he who is
above hurries on behalf of many.

35 Didn’t the souls of the righteous ask
question of these things in their chambers,
saying, ‘How long †will we be here? When
does the fruit of the threshing floor come?’

36 To them, Jeremiel the archangel an-
swered, ‘When the number is fulfilled of
those who are like you. For he has weighed
the world in the balance.

37 By measure, he has measured the
times. By number, he has counted the sea-
sons. Hewon’t ‡move or stir themuntil that
measure is fulfilled.’ ”

38Then I answered, “OsovereignLord, all
of us are full of ungodliness.

‡ 4:11: So the Syriac and Aethiopic. The Latin is corrupt. § 4:13: So the Oriental versions. The Latin is corrupt. See

Judges 9:8. † 4:28: so the Syriac and Aethiopic. ‡ 4:33: So the chief oriental versions. § 4:34: So the Syriac.
The Latin is corrupt. † 4:35: So the Syriac. The Latin has shall I hope on this fashion? ‡ 4:37: Syr. rest.
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39 Perhaps it is for our sakes that the
threshing time of the righteous is kept
back—because of the sins of those who
dwell on the earth.”

40 So he answered me, “Go your way to a
womanwith child, and ask of herwhen she
has fulfilled her nine months, if her womb
may keep the baby any longer within her.”

41Then I said, “No, Lord, that can it not.”
He said tome, “InHades, the chambers of

souls are like the womb.
42For just like awoman in labour hurries

to escape the anguish of the labour pains,
even so these places hurry to deliver those
things that are committed to them from the
beginning.

43 Then you will be shown those things
which you desire to see.”

44 Then I answered, “If I have found
favour inyour sight, and if it is possible, and
if I amworthy,

45 show me this also, whether there is
more to come than is past, or whether the
greater part has gone over us.

46 For what is gone I know, but I don’t
knowwhat is to come.”

47 He said to me, “Stand up on my right
side, and I will explain the parable to you.”

48 So I stood, looked, and saw a hot burn-
ing oven passed by before me. It happened
that when the flame had gone by I looked,
and saw that the smoke remained.

49 After this, a watery cloud passed in
front of me, and sent downmuch rain with
a storm. When the stormyrainwaspast, the
drops still remained in it.”

50 Then said he to me, “Consider with
yourself; as the rain ismore than the drops,
and thefire is greater than the smoke, so the
quantity which is past was far greater; but
the drops and the smoke still remained.”

51 Then I prayed, and said, “Do you think
that I will live until that time? Or who will
be alive in those days?”

52He answered me, “As for the signs you
asked me about, I may tell you of them in
part; but I wasn’t sent to tell you about your
life, for I don’t know.

5
1 “Nevertheless, concerning the signs, be-

hold, the days will come when those who
dwell on earth will be taken †with great
amazement, and the way of truth will be
hidden, and the landwill be barren of faith.

2 Iniquity will be increased above what
now you see, and beyond what you have
heard long ago.

3 The land that you now see ruling will
be a trackless waste, and men will see it
desolate.

4 But if the Most High grants you to live,
you will see what is after the third period
will be troubled. The sun will suddenly
shine in the night, and themoon in the day.

5 Blood will drop out of wood, and the
stone will utter its voice. The peoples will
be troubled, and the stars will fall.

6He will rule whom those who dwell on
the earth don’t expect, and the birdswill fly
away together.

7 The Sodomite sea will cast out fish, and
make anoise in the night, whichmanyhave
not known; but all will hear its voice.

8There will also be chaos inmany places.
Fires will break out often, and the wild an-
imals will change their places, and women
will bring forthmonsters.

9 Salt waters will be found in the sweet,
and all friends will destroy one another.
Then reason will hide itself, and under-
standing withdraw itself into its chamber.

10 It will be sought by many, and won’t
be found. Unrighteousness and lack of re-
straint will be multiplied on earth.

11One countrywill ask another, ‘Has righ-
teousness, or a man that does righteous-
ness, gone through you?’ And it will say,
‘No.’

12 It will come to pass at that time that
men will hope, but won’t obtain. They will
labour, but their ways won’t prosper.

13 I am permitted to show you such signs.
If youwill prayagain, andweepasnow, and
fast seven days, you will hear yet greater
things than these.”

14 Then I woke up, and an extreme trem-
bling went through my body, and my mind
was so troubled that it fainted.

15So the angel who had come to talk with
me held me, comforted me, and set me on
my feet.

16 In the second night, it came to pass that
‡Phaltiel the captain of the people came to
me, saying, “Where have you been? Why is
your face sad?

17 Or don’t you know that Israel is com-
mitted to you in the land of their captivity?

18 Get up then, and eat some bread, and
don’t forsakeus, like a shepherdwho leaves
the flock in the power of cruel wolves.”

19 Then said I to him, “Go away from me
anddon’t comenearme for sevendays, and
then you shall come to me.” He heard what
I said and left me.

20 So I fasted seven days, mourning and
weeping, like Uriel the angel had com-
mandedme.

† 5:1: So the syriac. ‡ 5:16: The Syriac has Psaltiel.
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21 After seven days, the thoughts of my
heart were very grievous to me again,

22 and my soul recovered the spirit of
understanding, and I began to speak words
before theMost High again.

23 I said, “O sovereign Lord of all the
woods of the earth, and of all the trees
thereof, you have chosen one vine for your-
self.

24 Of all the lands of the world you have
chosen one §country for yourself. Of all the
flowers of the world, you have chosen one
lily for yourself.

25 Of all the depths of the sea, you have
filled one river for yourself. Of all built
cities, you have consecrated Zion for your-
self.

26 Of all the birds that are created you
have named for yourself one dove. Of all
the livestock thathavebeenmade, youhave
provided for yourself one sheep.

27 Amongst all the multitudes of peoples
youhavegottenyourself onepeople. To this
people, whom you loved, you gave a law
that is approved by all.

28Now, O Lord, why have you given this
one people over tomany, and †have dishon-
oured the one root above others, and have
scattered your only one amongst many?

29 Those who opposed your promises
have trampled down those who believed
your covenants.

30 If you really do hate your people so
much, they should be punished with your
own hands.”

31 Now when I had spoken these words,
the angel that came to me the night before
was sent to me,

32 and said to me, “Hear me, and I will
instruct you. Listen tome, and Iwill tell you
more.”

33 I said, “Speak on, my Lord.”
Then said he to me, “You are very trou-

bled in mind for Israel’s sake. Do you love
that peoplemore thanhewhomade them?”

34 I said, “No, Lord; but I have spoken out
of grief; formy heart is in agony every hour
while I labour to comprehend the way of
the Most High, and to seek out part of his
judgement.”

35He said to me, “You can’t.”
And I said, “Why, Lord? Why was I born?

Why wasn’t my mother’s womb my grave,
that I might not have seen the travail of
Jacob, and the wearisome toil of the people
of Israel?”

36He said tome, “Count forme thosewho
haven’t yet come. Gather together for me
the drops that are scattered abroad, and

make the withered flowers green again for
me.

37 Open for me the chambers that are
closed, and bring out the winds for me that
are shut up in them. Or showme the image
of a voice. Then I will declare to you the
travail that you asked to see.”

38And I said, “O sovereign Lord, whomay
know these things except he who doesn’t
have his dwelling withmen?

39 As for me, I lack wisdom. How can
I then speak of these things you asked me
about?”

40Then said he to me, “Just as you can do
none of these things that I have spoken of,
even so you can’t find outmy judgement, or
the end of the love that I have promised to
my people.”

41 I said, “But, behold, O Lord, you have
made the promise to those who are alive
at the end. What should they do who have
been before us, or we ourselves, or those
whowill come after us?”

42Hesaid tome, “Iwill comparemy judge-
ment to a ring. Just as there is no slowness
of those who are last, even so there is no
swiftness of those who be first.”

43 So I answered, “Couldn’t you make
them all at once that have been made, and
that are now, and that are yet to come, that
youmight show your judgement sooner?”

44 Then he answered me, “The creature
may not move faster than the creator, nor
can the world hold them at once who will
be created in it.”

45And I said, “How have you said to your
servant, that ‡you will surely make alive at
once the creature that you have created?
§If therefore they will be alive at once, and
the creation will sustain them, even so it
might now also support them to be present
at once.”

46And he said to me, “Ask the womb of a
woman, and say to her, ‘If you bear ten chil-
dren, why do you it at different times? Ask
her therefore to give birth to ten children at
once.”

47 I said, “She can’t, but must do it each in
their own time.”

48 Then said he to me, “Even so, I have
given the womb of the earth to those who
are sown in it in their own times.

49 For just as a young child may not give
birth, neither she who has grown old any
more, even so have I organised the world
which I created.”

50 I asked, “Seeing that you have now
shown me the way, I will speak before you.
Is our mother, of whom you have told me,

§ 5:24: After the Oriental versions. The Latin has pit. † 5:28: After the Oriental versions. The Latin reads have

prepared. ‡ 5:45: So the Syriac. § 5:45: The Latin omits If...alive at once.
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still young? Or does she now draw near to
old age?”

51 He answered me, “Ask a woman who
bears children, and she will tell you.

52 Say to her, ‘Why aren’t they whom
you have now brought forth like those who
were before, but smaller in stature?’

53 She also will answer you, ‘Those who
are born in the strength of youth are differ-
ent from those who are born in the time of
old age, when the womb fails.’

54 Consider therefore you also, how you
are shorter than those who were before
you.

55 So are those who come after you
smaller than you, as born of the creature
which now begins to be old, and is past the
strength of youth.”

56 Then I said, “Lord, I implore you, if I
have found favour in your sight, show your
servant by whom you visit your creation.”

6
1He said to me, “In the beginning, when

the earth was made, before the portals of
theworldwere fixed and before the gather-
ings of the winds blew,

2 before the voices of the thunder
sounded and before the flashes of the
lightning shone, before the foundations of
paradise were laid,

3 before the fair flowers were seen, be-
fore the powers of the earthquake were
established, before the innumerable army
of angels were gathered together,

4 before the heights of the air were lifted
up, before the measures of the firmament
were named, before the footstool of Zion
†was established,

5before the present yearswere reckoned,
before the imaginations of those who now
sin were estranged, and before they were
sealed who have gathered faith for a trea-
sure—

6 then I considered these things, and they
all were made through me alone, and not
throughanother; just asbymealso theywill
be ended, and not by another.”

7 Then I answered, “What will be the di-
vidingof the times? Orwhenwill be the end
of the first and the beginning of the age that
follows?”

8He said to me, “From Abraham to Isaac,
because Jacob and Esau were born to him,
for Jacob’s hand held Esau’s heel from the
beginning.

9For Esau is the end of this age, and Jacob
is the beginning of the one that follows.

10 ‡The beginning of a man is his hand,
and the end of a man is his heel. Seek

nothingelsebetween theheel and thehand,
Esdras!”

11 Then I answered, “O sovereign Lord, if
I have found favour in your sight,

12 I beg you, show your servant the end of
your signs which you showed me part on a
previous night.”

13 So he answered, “Stand up upon your
feet, and you will hear a mighty sounding
voice.

14 If the place you stand on is greatly
moved

15when it speaks don’t be afraid, for the
word is of the end, and the foundations of
the earth will understand

16 that the speech is about them. Theywill
tremble and be moved, for they know that
their endmust be changed.”

17 It happened that when I had heard it,
I stood up on my feet, and listened, and,
behold, therewas a voice that spoke, and its
soundwas like the sound of manywaters.

18 It said, “Behold, the days come when I
drawnear to visit thosewhodwell upon the
earth,

19andwhen I investigate those who have
caused harm unjustly with their unrigh-
teousness, andwhen the affliction of Zion is
complete,

20andwhen the seal will be set on the age
that is to pass away, then I will show these
signs: the books will be opened before the
firmament, and all will see together.

21The children a year old will speak with
their voices. The women with child will
deliver premature children at three or four
months, and they will live and dance.

22 Suddenly the sown places will appear
unsown. The full storehouseswill suddenly
be found empty.

23 The trumpet will give a sound which
when every man hears, they will suddenly
be afraid.

24 At that time friends will make war
against oneanother like enemies. Theearth
will stand in fearwith thosewho dwell in it.
The springs of the fountains will stand still,
so that for three hours they won’t flow.

25 “It will be that whoever remains after
all these things that I have told you of, he
will be saved andwill seemy salvation, and
the end of myworld.

26 They will see the men who have been
taken up, who have not tasted death from
their birth. The heart of the inhabitants
will be changed and turned into a different
spirit.

27 For evil will be blotted out and deceit
will be quenched.

† 6:4: So the Syriac. ‡ 6:10: So the Syriac, etc. The Latin is defective.
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28 Faith will flourish. Corruption will be
overcome, and the truth, which has been so
long without fruit, will be declared.”

29When he talked with me, behold, little
by little, the place I stood on §rocked back
and forth.

30Hesaid tome, “I came to showyou these
things †tonight.

31 If therefore youwill pray yet again, and
fast seven more days, I will ‡again tell you
greater things than these.

32 For your voice has surely been heard
before the Most High. For the Mighty has
seen your righteousness. He has also seen
your purity, which you have maintained
ever since your youth.

33 Therefore he has sent me to show you
all these things, and to say to you, ‘Believe,
and don’t be afraid!

34 Don’t be hasty to think vain things
about the former times, that you may not
hasten in the latter times.’ ”

35 It came to pass after this, that I wept
again, and fasted sevendays in likemanner,
that I might fulfil the three weeks which he
told me.

36On the eighth night, my heart was trou-
bled within me again, and I began to speak
in the presence of the Most High.

37 For my spirit was greatly aroused, and
my soul was in distress.

38 I said, “O Lord, truly you spoke at the
beginning of the creation, on the first day,
and said this: ‘Let heaven and earth be
made,’ and your word perfected the work.

39Then the spiritwas hovering, anddark-
ness and silence were on every side. The
sound of man’s voice was not yet there.§

40 Then you commanded a ray of light to
be brought out of your treasuries, that your
works might then appear.

41“On the secondday, again youmade the
spirit of the firmament and commanded it
to divide and to separate the waters, that
the one part might go up, and the other
remain beneath.

42 “On the third day, you commanded that
the waters should be gathered together in
the seventh part of the earth. You dried up
six parts and kept them, to the intent that
of these some being both planted and tilled
might serve before you.

43 For as soon as your word went out, the
work was done.

44 Immediately, great and innumerable
fruit grew, with many pleasant tastes,
and flowers of inimitable colour, and

fragrances of most exquisite smell. This
was done the third day.

45 “On the fourth day, you commanded
that the sun should shine, themoon give its
light, and the stars should be in their order;

46 and gave them a command to serve
mankind, whowas to bemade.

47 “On the fifth day, you said to the sev-
enth part, where the water was gathered
together, that it should produce living crea-
tures, fowls and fishes; and so it came to
pass

48 that the mute and lifeless water pro-
duced living things as it was told, that the
nations might therefore praise your won-
drous works.

49 “Then you preserved two living crea-
tures. The one you called Behemoth, and
the other you called Leviathan.

50 You separated the one from the other;
for the seventh part, namely, where thewa-
ter was gathered together, might not hold
them both.

51ToBehemoth, you gave one part, which
was dried up on the third day, that he
should dwell in it, in which are a thousand
hills;

52 but to Leviathan you gave the seventh
part, namely, the watery part. You have
kept them to be devoured by whom you
wish, when youwish.

53 “But on the sixth day, you commanded
the earth to produce before you cattle, ani-
mals, and creeping things.

54Over these, youordainedAdamasruler
over all the works that you have made. Of
him came all of us, the people whom you
have chosen.

55 “All this have I spoken before you, O
Lord, because you have said that for our
sakes youmade †this world.

56 As for the other nations, which also
come from Adam, you have said that they
are nothing, and are like spittle. You have
likened the abundance of them to a drop
that falls from a bucket.

57 Now, O Lord, behold these nations,
which are reputed as nothing, being rulers
over us and devouring us.

58 But we your people, whom you have
called your firstborn, your only children,
and your fervent lover, are given into their
hands.

59Now if the world is made for our sakes,
why don’t we possess our world for an in-
heritance? How long will this endure?”

§ 6:29: After the Oriental versions. The Latin is corrupt. † 6:30: So the Syriac. The Latin is corrupt. ‡ 6:31: The

Latin has tell you by day. § 6:39: The Latin adds fromyou. † 6:55: So the Syriac. The Latin has the firstbornworld.
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7
1 When I had finished speaking these

words, the angelwhich had been sent tome
the nights before was sent to me.

2Hesaid tome, “Rise, Esdras, andhear the
words that I have come to tell you.”

3 I said, “Speak on, my Lord.”
Then he said tome, “There is a sea set in a

wide place, that itmight be †broad and vast,
4 but its entrance is set in a narrow place

so as to be like a river.
5 Whoever desires to go into the sea to

look at it, or to rule it, if he didn’t go through
the narrow entrance, how could he come
into the broad part?

6Another thing also: There is a city built
and set in a plain country, and full of all
good things,

7 but its entrance is narrow, and is set in
a dangerous place to fall, having fire on the
right hand, and deep water on the left.

8 There is one only path between them
both, even between the fire and the water,
so that only oneperson cango there at once.

9 If this city is now given to a man for
an inheritance, if the heir doesn’t pass the
danger before him, how will he receive his
inheritance?”

10 I said, “That is so, Lord.”
Then said he to me, “Even so also is Is-

rael’s portion.
11 I made the world for their sakes. What

is nowdonewasdecreedwhenAdamtrans-
gressedmy statutes.

12 Then the entrances of this world were
made narrow, sorrowful, and toilsome.
They are but few and evil, full of perils, and
involved in great toils.

13 For the entrances of the greater world
are wide and safe, and produce fruit of
immortality.

14 So if those who live don’t enter these
difficult and vain things, they can never
receive those that are reserved for them.

15Now therefore why are you disturbed,
seeing you are but a corruptibleman? Why
are youmoved, since you aremortal?

16 Why haven’t you considered in your
mind thatwhich is to come, rather than that
which is present?”

17Then I answeredand said, “Osovereign
Lord, behold, you have ordained in your
law that the righteous will inherit these
things, but that the ungodly will perish.

18 The righteous therefore will suffer dif-
ficult things, and hope for easier things,
but those who have done wickedly have

suffered the difficult things, and yetwill not
see the easier things.”

19 He said to me, “You are not a judge
above God, neither do you have more un-
derstanding than theMost High.

20 Yes, let many perish who now live,
rather than that the law of God which is set
before them be despised.

21For God strictly commanded thosewho
came, even as they came, what they should
do to live, and what they should observe to
avoid punishment.

22Nevertheless, they weren’t obedient to
him, but spoke against him and imagined
for themselves vain things.

23 They made cunning plans of wicked-
ness, and said moreover of the Most High
that he doesn’t exist, and they didn’t know
his ways.

24 They despised his law and denied his
covenants. Theyhaven’t been faithful to his
statutes, and haven’t performed his works.

25 Therefore, Esdras, for the empty are
empty things, and for the full are the full
things.

26 For behold, the time will come, and it
will be, when these signs ofwhich I told you
before will come to pass, that the bride will
appear, even the city coming forth, and she
will be seen who now is withdrawn from
the earth.

27Whoever is delivered from the foretold
evils will see mywonders.

28 For my son Jesus will be revealed with
those who are with him, and those who
remain will rejoice four hundred years.

29 After these years my son Christ‡ will
die, along with all of those who have the
breath of life§.

30 Then the world will be turned into the
old silence seven days, like as in the first
beginning, so that no humanwill remain.

31 After seven days the world that is not
yet awake will be raised up, and what is
corruptible will die.

32 The earth will restore those who are
asleep in it, and the dust those who dwell
in it in silence, and the †secret places will
deliver those souls that were committed to
them.

33 The Most High will be revealed on the
judgement seat, ‡and compassion will pass
away, and patience will be withdrawn.

34Only judgementwill remain. Truthwill
stand. Faith will grow strong.

35 Recompense will follow. The reward
will be shown. Good deeds will awake, and

† 7:3: So the chief Oriental versions. The Latin MSS. have deep. ‡ 7:29: “Christ” means “Anointed One”. § 7:29:

Lat. man † 7:32: Or, chambers See 2 Esdras 4:35. ‡ 7:33: The Syriac adds and the end will come. § 7:35: The
passage from verse [36] to verse [105], formerly missing, has been restored to the text. See Preface, page ix.



2 Esdras 7:36 996 2 Esdras 7:70

wicked deeds won’t sleep.§
36 The †pit of torment will appear, and

near it will be the place of rest. The furnace
of hell‡will be shown, and near it the par-
adise of delight.

37 Then the Most High will say to the na-
tions that are raised from the dead, ‘Look
and understand whom you have denied,
whom you haven’t served, whose com-
mandments you have despised.

38 Look on this side and on that. Here
is delight and rest, and there fire and tor-
ments.’ Thus §he will speak to them in the
day of judgement.

39 This is a day that has neither sun, nor
moon, nor stars,

40 neither cloud, nor thunder, nor light-
ning, neither wind, nor water, nor air, nei-
ther darkness, nor evening, nor morning,

41 neither summer, nor spring, nor heat,
nor†winter, neither frost, nor cold, nor hail,
nor rain, nor dew,

42 neither noon, nor night, nor dawn,
neither shining, nor brightness, nor light,
except only the splendour of the glory of the
Most High, by which all will see the things
that are set before them.

43 It will endure as though it were a week
of years.

44This ismy judgementand itsprescribed
order; but I have only shown these things to
you.”

45 I answered, “I said then, O Lord, and
I say now: Blessed are those who are now
alive and keep your commandments!

46 But what about those for whom I
prayed? For who is there of those who are
alive who has not sinned, and who of the
children of men hasn’t transgressed your
covenant?

47 Now I see that the world to come will
bring delight to few, but torments to many.

48 For an evil heart has grown up in us,
which has led us astray from these com-
mandments and has brought us into cor-
ruption and into the ways of death. It has
shown us the paths of perdition and re-
moved us far from life—and that, not a few
only, but nearly allwhohavebeen created.”

49 He answered me, “Listen to me, and I
will instruct you. I will admonish you yet
again.

50 For this reason, the Most High has not
made one world, but two.

51 For because you have said that the just
are not many, but few, and the ungodly
abound, hear the explanation.

52 If you have just a few precious stones,
will you add them to lead and clay?”

53 I said, “Lord, how could that be?”
54 He said to me, “Not only that, but ask

the earth, and shewill tell you. Defer to her,
and she will declare it to you.

55 Say to her, ‘You produce gold, silver,
and brass, and also iron, lead, and clay;

56 but silver is more abundant than gold,
and brass than silver, and iron than brass,
and lead than iron, and clay than lead.’

57 Judge therefore which things are pre-
cious and to be desired, what is abundant
or what is rare?”

58 I said, “O sovereign Lord, that which is
plentiful is of less worth, for that which is
more rare is more precious.”

59He answered me, “Weigh within your-
self the things that you have thought, for he
who has what is hard to get rejoices over
himwho has what is plentiful.

60 So also is the judgement which I have
promised; for Iwill rejoice over the few that
will be saved, because these are those who
have made my glory to prevail now, and
through them, my name is now honoured.

61 I won’t grieve over the multitude of
those who perish; for these are those who
are now like mist, and have become like
flame and smoke; they are set on fire and
burn hotly, and are extinguished.”

62 I answered, “O earth, why have you
produced, if the mind is made out of dust,
like all other created things?

63 For it would have been better that the
dust itself had been unborn, so that the
mindmight not have beenmade from it.

64 But now the mind grows with us, and
because of this we are tormented, because
we perish and we know it.

65 Let the race of men lament and the
animals of the field be glad. Let all who are
born lament, but let the four-footedanimals
and the livestock rejoice.

66 For it is far better with them than with
us; for they don’t look forward to judge-
ment, neither do they know of torments or
of salvation promised to them after death.

67 For what does it profit us, that we will
be preserved alive, but yet be afflicted with
torment?

68 For all who are born are defiled with
iniquities, and are full of sins and laden
with transgressions.

69 If after death we were not to come into
judgement, perhaps itwouldhavebeenbet-
ter for us.”

70He answeredme, “When theMost High
made the world and Adam and all those
who came from him, he first prepared the

† 7:36: So the chief Oriental versions. The Latin MSS. have place. ‡ 7:36: Lat. Gehenna. § 7:38: So the chief
Oriental versions. The Latin haswill you speak. † 7:41: Or, storm
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judgementand the things thatpertain to the
judgement.

71 Now understand from your own
words, for you have said that the mind
grows with us.

72They therefore who dwell on the earth
will be tormented for this reason, that hav-
ing understanding they have committed in-
iquity, and receiving commandments have
not kept them, and having obtained a law
theydealt unfaithfullywith thatwhich they
received.

73What then will they have to say in the
judgement, or how will they answer in the
last times?

74 For how long a time has the Most High
been patient with those who inhabit the
world, and not for their sakes, but because
of the times which he has foreordained!”

75 I answered, “If I have found grace in
your sight, O Lord, show this also to your
servant, whether after death, even now
when every one of us gives up his soul, we
will bekept inrestuntil those timescome, in
which you renew the creation, or whether
wewill be tormented immediately.”

76He answered me, “I will show you this
also; but don’t join yourself with those who
are scorners, nor count yourself with those
who are tormented.

77 For you have a treasure of works laid
up with the Most High, but it won’t be
shown you until the last times.

78 For concerning death the teaching is:
When the decisive sentence has gone out
from the Most High that a man shall die, as
the spirit leaves the body to return again to
him who gave it, it adores the glory of the
Most High first of all.

79And if it is one of those who have been
scorners and have not kept the way of the
Most High, and that have despised his law,
and who hate those who fear God,

80 these spirits won’t enter into habita-
tions, but will wander and be in torments
immediately, ever grieving and sad, in
seven ways.

81 The first way, because they have de-
spised the law of theMost High.

82 The second way, because they can’t
nowmake a good repentance that theymay
live.

83The third way, they will see the reward
laid up for those who have believed the
covenants of the Most High.

84 The fourth way, they will consider the
torment laid up for themselves in the last
days.

85The fifthway, theywill see the dwelling
places of the others guarded by angels, with
great quietness.

86The sixth way, they will see how imme-
diately someof themwill pass into torment.

87 The seventh way, which is more
grievous than all the aforesaid ways,
because they will pine away in confusion
and be consumed with shame, and will be
withered upby fears, seeing the glory of the
Most High before whom they have sinned
while living, and before whom they will be
judged in the last times.

88 “Now this is the order of those who
have kept the ways of the Most High, when
they will be separated from their mortal
body.

89 In the time that they lived in it, they
painfully served theMostHigh, andwere in
jeopardy every hour, that they might keep
the law of the lawgiver perfectly.

90 Therefore this is the teaching concern-
ing them:

91 First of all they will see with great joy
the gloryofhimwho takes themup, for they
will have rest in seven orders.

92 The first order, because they have
laboured with great effort to overcome the
evil thought which was fashioned together
with them, that it might not lead them
astray from life into death.

93The second order, because they see the
perplexity inwhich the souls of theungodly
wander, and the punishment that awaits
them.

94 The third order, they see the testimony
which he who fashioned them gives con-
cerning them, that while they lived they
kept the lawwhichwas given them in trust.

95 The fourth order, they understand the
rest which, being gathered in their cham-
bers, they now enjoy with great quietness,
guardedbyangels, and theglory thatawaits
them in the last days.

96 The fifth order, they rejoice that they
have now escaped from that which is cor-
ruptible, and that they will inherit that
which is to come, while they see in addition
the difficulty and the pain fromwhich they
have been delivered, and the spacious lib-
erty which they will receive with joy and
immortality.

97 The sixth order, when it is shown to
them how their face will shine like the sun,
and how they will be made like the light of
the stars, being incorruptible from then on.

98 The seventh order, which is greater
than all the previously mentioned orders,
because they will rejoice with confidence,
and because they will be bold without con-
fusion, and will be glad without fear, for
they hurry to see the face of him whom in
their lifetime they served, and from whom
they will receive their reward in glory.
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99 This is the order of the souls of the
just, as from henceforth is announced to
them. Previously mentioned are the ways
of torture which those who would not give
heed will suffer from after this.”

100 I answered, “Will time therefore be
given to the souls after they are separated
from thebodies, that theymay seewhat you
have described to me?”

101 He said, “Their freedom will be for
seven days, that for seven days they may
see the things you have been told, and af-
terwards they will be gathered together in
their habitations.”

102 I answered, “If I have found favour in
your sight, show further tome your servant
whether in the day of judgement the just
will be able to intercede for the ungodly or
to entreat the Most High for them,

103whether fathers for children, or chil-
dren for parents, or kindred for kindred, or
kinsfolk for their next of kin, or friends for
those who aremost dear.”

104 He answered me, “Since you have
found favour in my sight, I will show you
this also. The day of judgement is‡ a day of
decision, anddisplays to all the seal of truth.
Even as now a father doesn’t send his son,
or a son his father, or a master his slave, or
a friend him that is most dear, that in his
place he may understand, or sleep, or eat,
or be healed,

105 so no onewill ever pray for another in
that day, neither will one lay a burden on
another, for then everyone will each bear
his ownrighteousnessorunrighteousness.”

106 I answered, “How do we now find
that first Abraham prayed for the people of
Sodom, and Moses for the ancestors who
sinned in the wilderness,

107 and Joshua after him for Israel in the
days of *Achan,

108 and Samuel §in the days of Saul, and
David for theplague, andSolomon for those
whowould worship in the sanctuary,

109and Elijah for those that received rain,
and for the dead, that hemight live,

110 and Hezekiah for the people in the
days of Sennacherib, and many others
prayed for many?

111 If therefore now,when corruption has
grown and unrighteousness increased, the
righteous have prayed for the ungodly, why
will it not be so then also?”

112He answered me, “This present world
is not the end. The full glory doesn’t remain
in it. Therefore thosewhowere able prayed
for the weak.

113 But the day of judgement will be the
end of this age, and the beginning of the
immortality to come, in which corruption
has passed away,

114 intemperance is at an end, infidelity is
cut off, but righteousness has grown, and
truth has sprung up.

115Thennoonewill be able tohavemercy
on him who is condemned in judgement,
nor to harm someone who is victorious.”

116 I answered then, “This is my first and
last saying, that it would have been better
if the earth had not produced Adam, or
else, when it had produced him, to have
restrained him from sinning.

117 For what profit is it for all who are in
this present time to live in heaviness, and
after death to look for punishment?

118 O Adam, what have you done? For
though it was you who sinned, the evil
hasn’t fallen on you alone, but on all of us
who come from you.

119For what profit is it to us, if an immor-
tal time is promised to us, butwe have done
deeds that bring death?

120 And that there is promised us an ev-
erlasting hope, butwe havemostmiserably
failed?

121 And that there are reserved habita-
tions of health and safety, butwe have lived
wickedly?

122And that thegloryof theMostHighwill
defend those who have led a pure life, but
we havewalked in themost wickedways of
all?

123 And that a paradise will be revealed,
whose fruit endures without decay, in
which is abundance and healing, but we
won’t enter into it,

124 for we have lived in perverse ways?
125 And that the faces of those who have

practised self-control will shine more than
the stars, but our faces will be blacker than
darkness?

126 For while we lived and committed in-
iquity, we didn’t consider what we would
have to suffer after death.”

127 Then he answered, “This is the signif-
icance of the battle which humans born on
the earth will fight:

128 if they are overcome, they will suffer
as you have said, but if they get the victory,
they will receive the thing that I say.

129For this is the way that Moses spoke to
the people while he lived, saying, ‘Choose
life, that youmay live!’

130 Nevertheless they didn’t believe him
or theprophets after him, not evenme,who
have spoken to them.

‡ 7:104: The Latin has a bold day * 7:107: Joshua 7:1 § 7:108: So the Syriac and other versions. The Latin omits
in the days of Saul.
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131 Therefore there won’t be such heavi-
ness in their destruction, as therewill be joy
over those who are assured of salvation.”

132 Then I answered, “I know, Lord, that
theMostHigh isnowcalledmerciful, in that
he has mercy upon those who have not yet
come into the world;

133 and compassionate, in that he has
compassionupon thosewho turn tohis law;

134 and patient, in that he is patient with
those who have sinned, since they are his
creatures;

135 and bountiful, in that he is ready to
give rather than to take away;

136 and very merciful, in that he multi-
plies more and more mercies to those who
are present, and who are past, and also to
those who are to come—

137 for if he wasn’t merciful, the world
wouldn’t continue with those who dwell in
it—

138 and one who forgives, for if he didn’t
forgive out of his goodness, that those who
have committed iniquities might be re-
lievedof them, not evenone ten thousandth
part of mankind would remain living;

139 and a judge, for if he didn’t pardon
those who were created by his word, and
blot out themultitude of sins,

140 there would perhaps be very few left
of an innumerable multitude.”

8
1 He answered me, “The Most High has

made this world for many, but the world to
come for few.

2 Now I will tell you a parable, Esdras.
Just as when you ask the earth, it will say to
you that it gives verymuch clay fromwhich
earthenvessels aremade, but littledust that
gold comes from. Even so is the course of
the present world.

3Manyhave been created, but fewwill be
saved.”

4 I answered, “Drink your fill of under-
standing then, O my soul, and let my heart
devour wisdom.

5 For you †have come here apart from
your will, and depart against your will, for
you have only been given a short time to
live.

6 O Lord over us, grant to your servant
that we may pray before you, and give us
seed for our heart and cultivation for our
understanding, that fruit may grow from
it, by which everyone who is corrupt, who
bears the ‡likeness of a man, may live.

7Foryoualoneexist, andweall onework-
manship of your hands, just as you have
said.

8 Because you give life to the body that
is now fashioned in the womb, and give it
members, your creature is preserved infire
andwater, and yourworkmanship endures
nine months as your creation which is cre-
ated in it.

9 But that which keeps and that which is
kept will both be kept §by your keeping.
When the womb gives up again what has
grown in it,

10 you have commanded that out of the
parts of the body, that is to say, out of the
breasts, be given milk, which is the fruit of
the breasts,

11 that the body that is fashioned may be
nourished for a time, and afterwards you
guide it in yourmercy.

12 Yes, you have brought it up in your
righteousness, nurtured it in your law, and
corrected it with your judgement.

13Youput it to death as your creation, and
make it live as your work.

14 If therefore you †lightly and suddenly
destroyhimwhichwith so great labourwas
fashioned by your commandment, to what
purpose was hemade?

15Now therefore I will speak. About man
in general, you know best, but about your
people for whose sake I am sorry,

16 and for your inheritance, for whose
cause I mourn, for Israel, for whom I am
heavy, and for the seed of Jacob, for whose
sake I am troubled,

17 therefore Iwill begin topraybeforeyou
formyself and for them; for I see the failings
of us who dwell in the land;

18 but I have heard the swiftness of the
judgement which is to come.

19 Therefore hear my voice, and under-
stand my saying, and I will speak before
you.”
The beginning of the words of Esdras,

before he was taken up. He said,
20 “O Lord, you who remain forever,

whose eyes are exalted, and whose cham-
bers are in the air,

21 whose throne is beyond measure,
whose glory is beyond comprehension,
beforewhom the army of angels standwith
trembling,

22 ‡at whose bidding they are changed to
wind and fire, whose word is sure, and say-
ings constant, whose ordinance is strong,
and commandment fearful,

† 8:5: So the Syriac. The Latin is incorrect. ‡ 8:6: So the Syriac. The Latin has place. § 8:9: So the Syriac. The
Latin is imperfect. † 8:14: So the Syriac. The Latin is incorrect. ‡ 8:22: According to the chief Oriental versions.
The Latin has, even theywhose service takes the form of wind etc.
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23 whose look dries up the depths, and
whose indignationmakes themountains to
melt away, andwhose truth bearswitness—

24 hear, O Lord, the prayer of your ser-
vant, and give ear to the petition of your
handiwork.

25 Attend to my words, for as long as I
live, I will speak, and as long as I have
understanding, I will answer.

26Don’t lookat the sinsof yourpeople, but
on those who have served you in truth.

27 Don’t regard the doings of those who
act wickedly, but of those who have kept
your covenants in affliction.

28Don’t think about thosewho have lived
wickedly before you, but remember those
who have willingly known your fear.

29 Let it not be your will to destroy those
who have lived like cattle, but look at those
who have §clearly taught your law.

30 Don’t be indignant at those who are
deemedworse than animals, but love those
who have always put their trust in your
glory.

31 For we and our fathers have †passed
our lives in ‡ways that bring death, but you
are calledmerciful because of us sinners.

32 For if you have a desire to have mercy
upon us who have no works of righteous-
ness, then you will be calledmerciful.

33 For the just, which have many good
works laid up with you, will be rewarded
for their own deeds.

34 For what is man, that you should take
displeasureathim? Orwhat is a corruptible
race, that you shouldbe sobitter towards it?

35 For in truth, there is no man amongst
those who are born who has not done
wickedly, and amongst those who have
lived, there is none which have not done
wrong.

36 For in this, O Lord, your righteousness
and your goodness will be declared, if you
are merciful to those who have no store of
good works.”

37 Then he answered me, “Some things
you have spoken rightly, and it will happen
according to your words.

38 For indeed I will not think about the
fashioning of those who have sinned, or
about their death, their judgement, or their
destruction;

39but Iwill rejoiceover the creationof the
righteous and their pilgrimage, their salva-
tion, and the reward that they will have.

40Therefore as I have spoken, so itwill be.
41 For as the farmer sows many seeds in

the ground, and plants many trees, and yet

not all that is sown will §come up in due
season, neither will all that is planted take
root, even so those who are sown in the
world will not all be saved.”

42 Then I answered, “If I have found
favour, let me speak before you.

43 If the farmer’s seed doesn’t come up
because it hasn’t received your rain in due
season, or if it is ruined by too much rain
and perishes,

44 likewiseman, who is formedwith your
hands and is called your own image, be-
cause he is made like you, for whose sake
you have formed all things, even him have
youmade like the farmer’s seed.

45Don’t be angry with us, but spare your
people and have mercy upon your inheri-
tance, for you have mercy upon your own
creation.”

46Then he answeredme, “Things present
are for those who live now, and things to
come for those whowill live hereafter.

47 For you come far short of being able
to love my creature more than I. But you
havecomparedyourself to theunrighteous.
Don’t do that!

48 Yet in this will you be admirable to the
Most High,

49 in that youhavehumbled yourself, as it
becomes you, and have not judged yourself
amongst the righteous, so as to be much
glorified.

50Formany grievousmiseries will fall on
those who dwell in the world in the last
times, because they have walked in great
pride.

51 But understand for yourself, and for
those who enquire concerning the glory of
those like you,

52because paradise is opened to you. The
tree of life is planted. The time to come is
prepared. Plenteousness is made ready. A
city is built. Rest is †allowed. Goodness is
perfected, and wisdom is perfected before-
hand.

53 The root of evil is sealed up from you.
Weakness is done away from you, and
‡death is hidden. Hell and corruption have
fled into forgetfulness.

54 Sorrows have passed away, and in the
end, the treasure of immortality is shown.

55 Therefore ask no more questions con-
cerning themultitude of those who perish.

56 For when they had received liberty,
they despised the Most High, scorned his
law, and forsook his ways.

57Moreover they have trodden down his
righteous,

§ 8:29: The Syriac has received the brightness of your law. † 8:31: So the Syriac and Aethiopic versions. ‡ 8:31:

Lat. manners. § 8:41: Lat. be saved. † 8:52: The Syriac has established. ‡ 8:53: After the chief Oriental
versions.
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58 and said in their heart that there is no
God—even knowing that theymust die.

59 For as the things I have said will wel-
come you, so thirst and pain which are
prepared for them. For theMostHighdidn’t
intend that men should be destroyed,

60 but those who are created have them-
selves defiled the name of him who made
them, and were unthankful to him who
prepared life for them.

61 Therefore my judgement is now at
hand,

62which I have not shown to all men, but
to you, and a few like you.”
Then I answered,
63 “Behold, O Lord, now you have shown

me themultitude of thewonderswhich you
will do in the last times, but you haven’t
shownmewhen.”

9
1 He answered me, “Measure diligently

within yourself. When you see that a cer-
tain part of the signs are past, which have
been told you beforehand,

2 then will you understand that it is the
very time in which the Most High will visit
the world which wasmade by him.

3 When earthquakes, tumult of peoples,
plans of nations, wavering of leaders, and
confusion of princes are seen in the world,

4 then will you understand that the Most
High spoke of these things from the days
that were of old, from the beginning.

5 For just as with everything that is made
in the world, the beginning †is evident and
the endmanifest,

6 so also are the times of the Most High:
the beginnings are manifest in wonders
and mighty works, and the end in effects
and signs.

7Everyonewhowill be saved, andwill be
able to escape by his works, or by faith by
which they have believed,

8 will be preserved from the said perils,
and will see my salvation in my land and
within my borders, which I have sanctified
for myself from the beginning.

9 Then those who now have abused my
ways will be amazed. Those who have
cast them away despitefully will live in tor-
ments.

10 For as many as in their life have re-
ceived benefits, and yet have not known
me,

11 and as many as have scorned my law,
while they still had liberty and when an

opportunity to repent was open to them,
didn’t understand, but despised ‡it,

12must know §it in torment after death.
13 Therefore don’t be curious any longer

how the ungodly will be punished, but
enquire how the righteous will be saved,
†those who the world belongs to, and for
whom the world was created.”

14 I answered,
15“I have saidbefore, andnowspeak, and

will say it again hereafter, that there are
more of thosewhoperish than of thosewho
will be saved,

16 like a wave is greater than a drop.”
17 He answered me, “Just as the field is,

so also the seed. As the flowers are, so are
the colours. As the work is, so also is the
‡judgement on it. As is the farmer, so also
is his threshing floor. For there was a time
in the world

18 when I was preparing for those who
now live, before the world was made for
them todwell in. Thennoone spoke against
me,

19 for §no one existed. But now thosewho
are created in this world that is prepared,
both †with a table that doesn’t fail and a
law which is unsearchable, are corrupted
in their ways.

20 So I considered my world, and behold,
it was destroyed, andmy earth, and behold,
it was in peril, because of the plans that had
come into it.

21 I saw and spared them, but not greatly,
and saved myself a grape out of a cluster,
and a plant out of ‡a great forest.

22 Let the multitude perish then, which
were born in vain. Let my grape be saved,
andmy plant, for I havemade them perfect
with great labour.

23 Nevertheless, if you will wait seven
more days—however don’t fast in them,

24 but go into a field of flowers, where no
house is built, and eat only of the flowers of
the field, and you shall taste no flesh, and
shall drink no wine, but shall eat flowers
only—

25 and pray to the Most High continually,
then I will come and talk with you.”

26 So I went my way, just as he com-
manded me, into the field which is called
§Ardat. There I sat amongst the flowers,
and ate of the herbs of the field, and this
food satisfiedme.

† 9:5: So the Syriac. The Latin is corrupt. ‡ 9:11: Or, me § 9:12: Or, me † 9:13: So the Syriac and other
versions. The Latin has andwhose... created, andwhen. ‡ 9:17: So the Aethiopic and Arabic. The Latin has creation.
§ 9:19: So the Syriac. † 9:19: So the Syriac. ‡ 9:21: So the Syriac and other versions. The Latin has great tribes.
§ 9:26: The Syriac and Aethiopic have Arphad.
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27 It came to pass after seven days that I
lay on the grass, andmy heart was troubled
again, like before.

28My mouth was opened, and I began to
speak before the LordMost High, and said,

29 “O Lord, you showed yourself amongst
us, to our fathers in the wilderness, when
theywentoutofEgypt, andwhen theycame
into the wilderness, where no man treads
and that bears no fruit.

30 You said, ‘Hear me, O Israel. Heed my
words, O seed of Jacob.

31 For behold, I sowmy law in you, and it
will bring forth fruit in you, and youwill be
glorified in it forever.’

32 But our fathers, who received the
law, didn’t keep it, and didn’t observe the
statutes. The fruit of the law didn’t perish,
for it couldn’t, because it was yours.

33 Yet those who received it perished, be-
cause they didn’t keep the thing that was
sown in them.

34 Behold, it is a custom that when the
ground has received seed, or the sea a ship,
or any vessel food or drink, and when it
comes to pass that that which is sown, or
that which is launched,

35or the thingswhichhavebeenreceived,
should come to an end, these come to an
end, but the receptacles remain. Yet with
us, it doesn’t happen that way.

36 For we who have received the law will
perish by sin, along with our heart which
received it.

37 Notwithstanding the law doesn’t per-
ish, but remains in its honour.”

38When I spoke these things in my heart,
I looked around me with my eyes, and on
my right side I saw a woman, and behold,
she mourned and wept with a loud voice,
andwasmuch grieved inmind. Her clothes
were torn, and she had ashes on her head.

39Then let Imy thoughts go inwhich Iwas
occupied, and turnedmyself to her,

40and said to her, “Why are youweeping?
Why are you grieved in yourmind?”

41 She said to me, “Leave me alone, my
Lord, that I may weep for myself and add
to my sorrow, for I am very troubled in my
mind, and brought very low.”

42 I said to her, “What ails you? Tell me.”
43 She said to me, “I, your servant, was

barren and had no child, though I had a
husband thirty years.

44 Every hour and every day these thirty
years I made my prayer to the Most High
day and night.

45 It came to pass after thirty years that
Godheardme, your handmaid, and sawmy

low estate, and considered my trouble, and
gave me a son. I rejoiced in him greatly, I
and my husband, and all my †neighbours.
We gave great honour to theMighty One.

46 I nourished himwith great care.
47Sowhen he grewup, and I came to take

him awife, I made him a feast day.

10
1“So it came topass thatwhenmysonwas

entered into his wedding chamber, he fell
down and died.

2 Then we all put out the lamps, and all
my †neighbours rose up to comfortme. I re-
mained quiet until the second day at night.

3 It came to pass, when they had all
stopped consoling me, encouraging me to
be quiet, then rose I up by night, and fled,
and came here into this field, as you see.

4NowIdon’t intend to return into the city,
but to stay here, and not eat or drink, but to
continually mourn and fast until I die.”

5Then I left the reflections I was engaged
in, and answered her in anger,

6 “Youmost foolish woman, don’t you see
our mourning, and what has happened to
us?

7 For Zion the mother of us all is full of
sorrow, andmuch humbled.

8 ‡It is right now to mourn deeply, since
we allmourn, and to be sorrowful, sincewe
are all in sorrow, but you are mourning for
one son.

9Ask the earth, and she will tell you that
it is she which ought to mourn for so many
that grow upon her.

10For out of her, all had their beginnings,
and others will come; and, behold, almost
all of them walk into destruction, and the
multitude of them is utterly doomed.

11 Who then should mourn more, §she
who has lost so great a multitude, or you,
who are grieved but for one?

12But if you say tome, ‘My lamentation is
not like the earth’s, for I have lost the fruit
of my womb, which I brought forth with
pains, and bare with sorrows;’

13but it iswith the earth after themanner
of the earth. Themultitude present in it has
gone as it came.

14 Then say I to you, ‘Just as you have
brought forth with sorrow, even so the
earth also has given her fruit, namely, peo-
ple, ever since the beginning to him who
made her.’

15 Now therefore keep your sorrow to
yourself, and bear with a good courage the
adversities which have happened to you.

† 9:45: Lat. townsmen. † 10:2: Lat. townsmen. ‡ 10:8: See theOriental versions. TheLatin is corrupt. § 10:11:
So the Syriac.
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16 For if you will acknowledge the decree
of God to be just, youwill both receive your
son in time, and will be praised amongst
women.

17Go your way then into the city to your
husband.”

18 She said to me, “I won’t do that. I will
not go into the city, but I will die here.”

19 So I proceeded to speak further to her,
and said,

20 “Don’t do so, but allow yourself to be
persuaded by reason of the adversities of
Zion; and be comforted by reason of the
sorrow of Jerusalem.

21For you see that our sanctuaryhasbeen
laidwaste, our altar broken down, our tem-
ple destroyed,

22our lute has beenbrought low, our song
is put to silence, our rejoicing is at an end,
the light of our candlestick is put out, the
ark of our covenant is plundered, our holy
things are defiled, and the name that we
are called is profaned. Our free men are
despitefully treated, our priests are burnt,
our Levites have gone into captivity, our
virgins are defiled and our wives ravished,
our righteous men carried away, our little
ones betrayed, our young men are brought
into bondage, and our strong men have
becomeweak.

23What is more than all, the seal of Zion
has now lost the seal of her honour, and is
delivered into the hands of those who hate
us.

24 Therefore shake off your great heavi-
ness, and put away from yourself the mul-
titude of sorrows, that the Mighty One may
bemerciful to you again, and theMost High
may give you rest, even ease from your
troubles.”

25 It came to pass while I was talking
with her, behold, her face suddenly be-
gan to shine exceedingly, and her counte-
nance glistered like lightning, so that I was
very afraid of her, and wondered what this
meant.

26Behold, suddenly shemade a great and
very fearful cry, so that the earth shook at
the noise.

27 I looked, and behold, the woman ap-
peared to me no more, but there was a city
built, and a place shown itself from large
foundations. Then I was afraid, and cried
with a loud voice,

28 “Where is Uriel the angel, who came
to me at the first? For he has caused me
to fall into this great trance, and my end
has turned into corruption, and my prayer
a reproach!”

29As I was speaking these words, behold,
the angel who had come tome at first came
tome, and he looked at me.

30Behold, I lay as onewhohadbeendead,
andmy understanding was taken fromme.
He took me by the right hand, and com-
forted me, and set me on my feet, and said
to me,

31 “What ails you? Why are you so trou-
bled? Why is your understanding and the
thoughts of your heart troubled?”

32 I said, “Because you have forsaken me;
yet I did according to yourwords, andwent
into the field, and, behold, I have seen,
and still see, that which I am not able to
explain.”

33Hesaid tome, “Standup like aman, and
I will instruct you.”

34 Then I said, “Speak on, my Lord; only
don’t forsakeme, lest I die before my time.

35For I have seenwhat I didn’t know, and
hear what I don’t know.

36Or ismy sense deceived, ormy soul in a
dream?

37 Now therefore I beg you to explain to
your servant what this visionmeans.”

38 He answered me, “Listen to me, and
I will inform you, and tell you about the
things you are afraid of, for the Most High
has revealedmany secret things to you.

39He has seen that your way is righteous,
because you are continually sorry for your
people, and make great lamentation for
Zion.

40 This therefore is the meaning of the
vision.

41 The woman who appeared to you a
little while ago, whom you saw mourning,
and began to comfort her,

42but now you no longer see the likeness
of thewoman, but a city under construction
appeared to you,

43and she told you of the death of her son,
this is the interpretation:

44 This woman, whom you saw, is Zion,†
whom you now see as a city being built.

45 She told you that she had been barren
for thirty years because there were three
thousand years in the world in which there
was no offering as yet offered in her.

46 And it came to pass after three thou-
sand years that Solomon built the city and
offered offerings. It was then that the bar-
ren bore a son.

47 She told you that she nourished him
with great care. That was the dwelling in
Jerusalem.

† 10:44: So the Syriac and other versions. The Latin is incorrect.
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48 When she said to you, ‘My son died
when he entered into his marriage cham-
ber, and that misfortune befell her,’ this
was the destruction that came to Jerusalem.

49 Behold, you saw her likeness, how she
mourned for her son, and you began to
comfort her for what has happened to her.
These were the things to be opened to you.

50For now theMost High, seeing that you
are sincerely grieved and suffer from your
whole heart for her, has shown you the
brightness of her glory and the attractive-
ness of her beauty.

51 Therefore I asked you to remain in the
field where no house was built,

52 for I knew that the Most High would
show this to you.

53 Therefore I commanded you to come
into the field, where no foundation of any
building was.

54Fornohumanconstruction could stand
in the place in which the city of the Most
High was to be shown.

55 Therefore don’t be afraid nor let your
heart be terrified, but go your way in and
see the beauty and greatness of the build-
ing, as much as your eyes are able to see.

56 Then will you hear as much as your
ears may comprehend.

57 For you are more blessed than many,
and are called by name to be with the Most
High, like only a few.

58But tomorrowatnight you shall remain
here,

59 and so the Most High will show you
those visions in dreams of what the Most
High will do to those who live on the earth
in the last days.”
So I slept that night and another, as he

commandedme.

11
1 It came to pass the second night that

I saw a dream, and behold, an eagle
which had twelve feathered wings and
three heads came up from the sea.

2 I saw, and behold, she spread her wings
over all the earth, and all the winds of
heaven blew on her, †and the clouds were
gathered together against her.

3 I saw, and out of her wings there grew
other wings near them; and they became
little, tiny wings.

4But her heads were at rest. The head in
themiddlewas larger than the other heads,
yet rested it with them.

5 Moreover I saw, and behold, the eagle
flew with her wings to reign over the earth
and over those who dwell therein.

6 I saw how all things under heavenwere
subject to her, and no one spoke against
her—no, not one creature on earth.

7 I saw, and behold, the eagle rose on her
talons, and uttered her voice to her wings,
saying,

8 “Don’t all watch at the same time. Let
each one sleep in his own place and watch
in turn;

9 but let the heads be preserved for the
last.”

10 I saw, andbehold, the voice didn’t come
out of her heads, but from the midst of her
body.

11 I counted ‡her wings that were near
the others, and behold, there were eight of
them.

12 I saw, and behold, on the right side one
wing arose and reigned over all the earth.

13When it reigned, the endof it came, and
it disappeared, so that its place appearedno
more. The next wing rose up and reigned,
and it ruled a long time.

14 It happened that when it reigned, its
end came also, so that it disappeared, like
the first.

15Behold, a voice came to it, and said,
16 “Listen, you who have ruled over the

earth all this time! I proclaim this to you,
before you disappear,

17none after you will rule as long as you,
not even half as long.”

18 Then the third arose, and ruled as the
others before, and it also disappeared.

19 So it went with all the wings one after
another, as every one ruled, and then dis-
appeared.

20 I saw, and behold, in process of time
the §wings that followed were set up on
the †right side, that they might rule also.
Some of them ruled, but in a while they
disappeared.

21 Some of them also were set up, but
didn’t rule.

22After this I saw, and behold, the twelve
wings disappeared, along with two of the
little wings.

23 There was no more left on the eagle’s
body, except the three heads that rested,
and six little wings.

24 I saw, and behold, two little wings
divided themselves from the six and re-
mained under the head that was on the
right side; but four remained in their place.

25 I saw, and behold, these ‡under wings
planned to set themselves up and to rule.

26 I saw, and behold, therewas one set up,
but in a while it disappeared.

† 11:2: So the chief Oriental versions. The Latin has only and were gathered together. ‡ 11:11: The Syriac has her

little wings, and, etc. § 11:20: The Syriac has little wings. † 11:20: The Aethiopic has left. ‡ 11:25: The Syriac
has little wings.
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27Asecondalso did so, and it disappeared
faster than the first.

28 I saw, and behold, the two that re-
mained also planned between themselves
to reign.

29 While they thought about it, behold,
one of the heads that were at rest awak-
ened, the one that was in the middle, for
that was greater than the two other heads.

30 I saw how it joined the two other heads
with it.

31 Behold, the head turned with those
who were with it, and ate the two §under
wings that planned to reign.

32 But this head held the whole earth
in possession, and ruled over those who
dwell in it with much oppression. It had
stronger governance over the world than
all the wings that had gone before.

33 After this I saw, and behold, the head
also that was in the middle suddenly disap-
peared, like the wings.

34 But the two heads remained, which
also reigned the same way over the earth
and over those who dwell in it.

35 I saw, and behold, the head on the right
side devoured the one that was on the left
side.

36Then I heard a voice, which said to me,
“Look in frontof you, andconsider the thing
that you see.”

37 I saw, and behold, something like a lion
roused out of the woods roaring. I heard
how he sent out a man’s voice to the eagle,
and spoke, saying,

38 “Listen and I will talk with you. The
Most High will say to you,

39 ‘Aren’t you the one that remains of the
four animals whom I made to reign in my
world, that the end ofmy timesmight come
through them?

40 The fourth came and overcame all the
animals thatwere past, and ruled theworld
with great trembling, and the whole extent
of the earth with grievous oppression. He
lived on the earth such a long time with
deceit.

41You have judged the earth, but notwith
truth.

42 For you have afflicted the meek, you
have hurt the peaceful, you have hated
thosewho speak truth, youhave loved liars,
destroyed the dwellings of those who pro-
duced fruit, and threw down the walls of
those who did you no harm.

43Your insolence has come up to theMost
High, and your pride to theMighty.

44 The Most High also has looked at his
times, and behold, they are ended, and his
ages are fulfilled.

45 Therefore appear no more, you eagle,
nor your horrible wings, nor your evil little
wings, nor your cruel heads, nor your hurt-
ful talons, nor all your worthless body,

46 that all the earth may be refreshed
and relieved, being delivered from your
violence, and that she may hope for the
judgement and mercy of him who made
her.’ ”

12
1 It came to pass, while the lion spoke

these words to the eagle, I saw,
2and behold, the head that remained dis-

appeared, and †the two wings which went
over to it arose and set themselves up to
reign; and their kingdomwas brief and full
of uproar.

3 I saw, and behold, they disappeared,
and the whole body of the eagle was burnt,
so that the earth was in great fear.
Then I woke up because of great perplex-

ity of mind and great fear, and said to my
spirit,

4 “Behold, you have done this to me, be-
cause you search out the ways of the Most
High.

5Behold, I am still weary inmymind, and
very weak in my spirit. There isn’t even a
little strength in me, because of the great
fear with which I was frightened tonight.

6 Therefore I will now ask the Most High
that he would strengthenme to the end.”

7 Then I said, “O sovereign Lord, if I have
found favour in your sight, and if I am
justified with you more than many others,
and ifmyprayerhas indeed comeupbefore
your face,

8 strengthenme then, and showme, your
servant, the interpretation andplainmean-
ing of this fearful vision, that youmay fully
comfort my soul.

9For you have judgedmeworthy to show
me the end of time and the last events of the
times.”

10 He said to me, “This is the interpreta-
tion of this vision which you saw:

11 The eagle, whom you saw come up
from the sea, is the fourth kingdom which
appeared in a vision to yourbrotherDaniel.

12But itwasnotexplained tohim, as Inow
explain it to you or have explained it.

13 Behold, the days come that a kingdom
will rise up on earth, and it will be feared
more than all the kingdoms that were be-
fore it.

14 Twelve kings will reign in it, one after
another.

§ 11:31: The Syriac has little wings. † 12:2: So the chief Oriental versions.
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15Of those, the secondwill begin to reign,
and will reign a longer time than others of
the twelve.

16 This is the interpretation of the twelve
wings which you saw.

17 As for when you heard a voice which
spoke, not going out from the heads, but
from the midst of its body, this is the inter-
pretation:

18 That ‡after the time of that kingdom,
there will arise no small contentions, and it
will stand in peril of falling. Nevertheless, it
won’t fall then, butwill be restored again to
its former power.

19You saw the eight under wings sticking
to her wings. This is the interpretation:

20 That in it eight kings will arise, whose
times will be short and their years swift.

21Two of themwill perish when the mid-
dle time approaches. Fourwill be kept for a
while until the time of the ending of it will
approach; but twowill be kept to the end.

22You saw three heads resting. This is the
interpretation:

23 In its last days, the Most High will
raise up three §kingdoms and renewmany
things in them. They will rule over the
earth,

24 and over those who dwell in it, with
much oppression, more than all those who
were before them. Therefore they are
called the heads of the eagle.

25 For these are those who will accom-
plish her wickedness, and who will finish
her last actions.

26 You saw that the great head disap-
peared. It signifies that one of themwill die
on his bed, and yet with pain.

27 But for the two that remained, the
sword will devour them.

28 For the sword of the one will devour
him that was with him, but he will also fall
by the sword in the last days.

29You saw twounderwings passing †over
to the head that is on the right side.

30 This is the interpretation: These are
they whom the Most High has kept to his
end. This is the brief reign that was full of
trouble, as you saw.

31 “The lion, whom you saw rising up out
of the forest, roaring, speaking to the eagle,
and rebuking her for her unrighteousness,
and all her words which you have heard,

32 this is the anointedone,whomtheMost
High has kept to the end ‡[of days, who
will spring up out of the seed of David,
and he will come and speak] to them and

reprove them for their wickedness and
unrighteousness, and will§heap up before
them their contemptuous dealings.

33 For at first he will set them alive in
his judgement, and when he has reproved
them, he will destroy them.

34 For he will deliver the rest of my peo-
ple with mercy, those who have been pre-
served throughout my borders, and he will
make them joyful until the coming of the
end, even the day of judgement, about
which I have spoken to you from the begin-
ning.

35This is the dream that you saw, and this
is its interpretation.

36Onlyyouhavebeenworthy toknowthe
secret of the Most High.

37 Therefore write all these things that
you have seen in a book, and put it in a
secret place.

38You shall teach them to thewise of your
people, whose hearts you know are able to
comprehend and keep these secrets.

39 But wait here yourself seven more
days, that you may be shown whatever it
pleases the Most High to show you.” Then
he departed fromme.

40 It came to pass, when all the people
†saw that the seven days were past, and
I had not come again into the city, they
all gathered together, from the least to the
greatest, and came to me, and spoke to me,
saying,

41“Howhaveweoffended you? What evil
have we done against you, that you have
utterly forsaken us, and sit in this place?

42For of all the prophets, only you are left
to us, like a cluster of the vintage, and like a
lamp in a dark place, and like a harbour for
a ship saved from the tempest.

43Aren’t the evils which have come to us
sufficient?

44 If youwill forsake us, howmuch better
had it been for us if we also had been con-
sumed in the burning of Zion!

45 For we are not better than those who
died there.” Then they wept with a loud
voice. I answered them,

46 “Take courage, O Israel! Don’t be sor-
rowful, you house of Jacob;

47 for the Most High remembers you. The
Mighty has not forgotten you ‡forever.

48 As for me, I have not forsaken you. I
haven’t departed fromyou; but I have come
into this place to pray for the desolation of
Zion, and that I might seek mercy for the
humiliation of your sanctuary.

‡ 12:18: The Oriental versions havein the midst of. § 12:23: The Oriental versions have kings † 12:29: So the

Syriac. The Latin has over the head. ‡ 12:32: The words in brackets are added from the Syriac. § 12:32: The
Syriac has set in order. † 12:40: So the Syriac. The Latin has heard. ‡ 12:47: So the Syriac.
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49Nowgoyourway, everyman tohis own
house, and after these days I will come to
you.”

50 So the people went their way into the
city, as I told them to do.

51 But I sat in the field seven days, as the
angel commanded me. In those days, I ate
only of the flowers of the field, andmy food
was from plants.

13
1 It came topassafter sevendays, I dreamt

a dream by night.
2 Behold, a wind arose from the sea that

moved all its waves.
3 I saw, and behold, †[this wind caused to

come up from the midst of the sea some-
thing like the appearance of a man. I saw,
and behold,] thatman ‡flewwith the clouds
of heaven. When he turned his face to look,
everything that he saw trembled.

4 Whenever the voice went out of his
mouth, all who heard his voice melted, like
the §waxmelts when it feels the fire.

5 After this I saw, and behold, an innu-
merable multitude of people was gathered
together from the four winds of heaven to
makewar against themanwho came out of
the sea.

6 I saw, and behold, he carved himself a
great mountain, and flew up onto it.

7 I tried to see the region or place from
which the mountain was carved, and I
couldn’t.

8 After this I saw, and behold, all those
whowere gathered together to fight against
himwere very afraid, and yet they dared to
fight.

9 Behold, as he saw the assault of the
multitude that came, he didn’t lift up his
hand, orhold a spear or anyweaponofwar;

10 but I saw only how he sent out of his
mouthsomething likeafloodoffire, andout
of his lips a flaming breath, and out of his
tongue he shot out a storm of sparks.†

11 These were all mixed together: the
flood of fire, the flaming breath, and the
great storm, and fell upon the assault of
the multitude which was prepared to fight,
and burnt up every one of them, so that
all of a sudden an innumerable multitude
was seen to be nothing but dust of ashes
and smell of smoke. When I saw this, I was
amazed.

12 Afterward, I saw the same man come
down from the mountain, and call to him-
self anothermultitudewhichwas peaceful.

13 Many people came to him. Some of
them were glad. Some were sorry. Some of
themwerebound, andsomeothersbrought
some of those as offerings. Then through
great fear I woke up and prayed to theMost
High, and said,

14 “You have shown your servant these
wonders from the beginning, and have
countedmeworthy that you should receive
my prayer.

15Nowshowmealso the interpretationof
this dream.

16For as I conceive in my understanding,
woe to those who will be left in those days!
Muchmore woe to those who are not left!

17 For those who were not left will be in
heaviness,

18 understanding the things that are laid
up in the latter days, but not attaining to
them.

19 But woe to them also who are left, be-
cause they will see great perils and much
distress, like these dreams declare.

20 Yet is it ‡better for one to be in peril
and to come into §these things, than to pass
away as a cloud out of the world, and not to
see the things that †will happen in the last
days.”
He answeredme,
21 “I will tell you the interpretation of the

vision, and Iwill also open to you the things
about which youmentioned.

22 You have spoken of those who are left
behind. This is the interpretation:

23 He that will ‡endure the peril in that
time will protect those who fall into dan-
ger, even those who have works and faith
towards the Almighty.

24Know therefore that those who are left
behind are more blessed than those who
are dead.

25 These are the interpretations of the
vision: Whereas you saw a man coming up
from themidst of the sea,

26 this is hewhom theMost High has been
keeping for many ages, who by his own
self will deliver his creation. He will direct
those who are left behind.

27Whereas you saw that out of his mouth
camewind, fire, and storm,

28andwhereas he held neither spear, nor
any weapon of war, but destroyed the as-
sault of that multitude which came to fight
against him, this is the interpretation:

29 Behold, the days come when the Most
High will begin to deliver those who are on
the earth.

† 13:3: Thewords in brackets are added from the Syriac. ‡ 13:3: So the Syriac. The Latin has grew strong § 13:4:

So the Syriac and other Oriental versions. † 13:10: So the Syriac and Arabic. ‡ 13:20: Lat. easier. § 13:20: So
the Syriac. † 13:20: So the Syriac. ‡ 13:23: So the Syriac.
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30Astonishment of mind will come upon
those who dwell on the earth.

31One will plan to make war against an-
other, city against city, place against place,
peopleagainstpeople, andkingdomagainst
kingdom.

32 It will be, when these things come to
pass, and the signs happen which I showed
you before, then my Son will be revealed,
whom you saw as aman ascending.

33 It will be, when all the nations hear
his voice, every man will leave his own
land and the battle they have against one
another.

34An innumerablemultitudewill begath-
ered together, as you saw, desiring to come
and to fight against him.

35 But he will stand on the top of Mount
Zion.

36Zionwill come, andwill be shown to all
men, beingpreparedandbuilt, like you saw
themountain carved without hands.

37My Son will rebuke the nations which
have come for their wickedness, with
plagues that are like a storm,

38andwill rebuke them to their face with
their evil thoughts, and the torments with
which they will be tormented, which are
like a flame. He will destroy them without
labour by the law, which is like fire.

39 Whereas you saw that he gathered to
himself another multitude that was peace-
ful,

40 these are the ten tribes which were led
away out of their own land in the time of
Osea the king, whom Salmananser the king
of the Assyrians led away captive, and he
carried them beyond the River, and they
were taken into another land.

41But theymade this plan amongst them-
selves, that they would leave the multitude
of the heathen, and go out into a more
distant region, where mankind had never
lived,

42 that there they might keep their
statutes which they had not kept in their
own land.

43Theyenteredby thenarrowpassagesof
the river Euphrates.

44 For the Most High then did signs for
them, and stopped the springs of the River
until they had passed over.

45 For through that country there was a
longway to go, namely, of a year and a half.
The same region is called §Arzareth.

46 Then they lived there until the latter
time. Nowwhen they begin to come again,

47 the Most High stops the springs of
the River again, that they may go through.

Therefore you saw the multitude gathered
together with peace.

48 But those who are left behind of your
people are those who are found within my
holy border.

49 It will be therefore when he will de-
stroy the multitude of the nations that are
gathered together, he will defend the peo-
ple who remain.

50 Then he will show them very many
wonders.”

51Then I said, “O sovereign Lord, explain
this tome: Whyhave I seen themancoming
up from themidst of the sea?”

52He said to me, as no one can explore or
know what is in the depths of the sea, even
so nomanon earth can seemy Son, or those
who arewith him, except in the time of †his
day.

53 This is the interpretation of the dream
which you saw, and for this only you are
enlightened about this,

54 for you have forsaken your own ways,
and applied your diligence to mine, and
have searched out my law.

55 You have ordered your life in wis-
dom, and have called understanding your
mother.

56 Therefore I have shown you this, for
there isa reward laidupwith theMostHigh.
It will be, after another three days I will
speak other things to you, and declare to
youmighty and wondrous things.”

57 Then I went out and passed into the
field, giving praise and thanks greatly to the
Most High because of his wonders, which
he did from time to time,

58 and because he governs the time, and
such things as happen in their seasons. So I
sat there three days.

14
1 It came to pass upon the third day, I sat

under an oak, and, behold, a voice came
out of a bush near me, and said, “Esdras,
Esdras!”

2 I said, “Here I am, Lord,” and I stood up
onmy feet.

3 Then he said to me, “I revealed myself
in a bush and talked with Moses when my
people were in bondage in Egypt.

4 I sent him, and †he led my people out
of Egypt. I brought him up to Mount Sinai,
where I kept himwithme for many days.

5 I told him many wondrous things, and
showed him the secrets of the times and
the end of the seasons. I commanded him,
saying,

§ 13:45: That is, another land. See Deuteronomy 29:28. † 13:52: So the Oriental versions. The Latin omits his.
† 14:4: Another reading is. I.
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6 ‘You shall publish these openly, and
these you shall hide.’

7Now I say to you:
8Layup in yourheart the signs that I have

shown, the dreams that you have seen, and
the interpretations which you have heard;

9 for you will be taken away from men,
and from now on you will live with my Son
and with those who are like you, until the
times have ended.

10For theworld has lost its youth, and the
times begin to grow old.

11 ‡For theage isdivided into twelveparts,
and ten parts of it are already gone, §even
the half of the tenth part.

12 There remain of it two parts after the
middle of the tenth part.

13 Now therefore set your house in or-
der, reprove your people, comfort the lowly
amongst them, †and instruct those of them
who are wise, and now renounce the life
that is corruptible,

14 and let go of the mortal thoughts, cast
away from you the burdens of man, put off
now your weak nature,

15 lay aside the thoughts that are most
grievous to you, and hurry to escape from
these times.

16 For worse evils than those which you
have seen happenwill be done after this.

17 For look how much the world will be
weaker through age, so much that more
evils will increase on those who dwell in it.

18 For the truth will withdraw itself fur-
ther off, and falsehood will be near. For
now ‡the eagle which you saw in vision
hurries to come.”

19 Then I answered and said, §“Let me
speak in your presence, O Lord.

20 Behold, I will go, as you have com-
manded me, and reprove the people who
now live, but who will warn those who will
be born afterward? For the world is set
in darkness, and those who dwell in it are
without light.

21For your law has been burnt, therefore
no one knows the things that are done by
you, or the works that will be done.

22 But if I have found favour before you,
send the Holy Spirit to me, and I will write
all that has been done in the world since
the beginning, even the things that were
written in your law, that men may be able
to find the path, and that those who would
live in the latter days may live.”

23 He answered me and said, “Go your
way, gather the people together, and tell
them not to seek you for forty days.

24 But prepare for yourself many tablets,
and take with you Sarea, Dabria, Selemia,
Ethanus, and Asiel, these five, which are
ready to write swiftly;

25 and come here, and I will light a lamp
of understanding in your heart which will
not be put out until the things have ended
about which you will write.

26 When you are done, some things you
shall publish openly, and some things you
shall deliver in secret to the wise. Tomor-
row at this hour you will begin to write.”

27Thenwent I out, as he commandedme,
and gathered all the people together, and
said,

28 “Hear these words, O Israel!
29Our fathers at the beginning were for-

eigners in Egypt, and they were delivered
from there,

30 and received the law of life, which
they didn’t keep,which you also have trans-
gressed after them.

31Then the land of Zion was given to you
for a possession; but you yourselves and
your ancestors have doneunrighteousness,
and have not kept the ways which the Most
High commanded you.

32Because he is a righteous judge, in due
time, he took from you what he had given
you.

33 Now you are here, and your kindred
are amongst you.

34 Therefore if you will rule over your
own understanding and instruct your
hearts, you will be kept alive, and after
death you will obtainmercy.

35 For after death the judgement will
come, when we will live again. Then the
names of the righteous will become mani-
fest, and the works of the ungodly will be
declared.

36 Let no one therefore come to me now,
nor seekme for forty days.”

37 So I took the five men, as he com-
mandedme, andwewent out into the field,
and remained there.

38 It came to pass on the next day that,
behold, a voice called me, saying, “Esdras,
openyourmouth, anddrinkwhat I give you
to drink.”

39 Then opened I my mouth, and behold,
a full cup was handed to me. It was full of
something likewater, but its colourwas like
fire.

40 I took it, and drank. When I had drunk
it, my heart uttered understanding, and
wisdom grew in my chest, for my spirit
retained its memory.

‡ 14:11: Verses 11, 12 are omitted in the Syriac. The Aethiopic has For the age is divided into ten parts, and is come to
the tenth: and half of the tenth remains. Now etc. § 14:11: Lat. and. † 14:13: The Latin alone omits and...wise.
‡ 14:18: So the Oriental versions. § 14:19: The Latin omits I will speak.
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41 My mouth was opened, and shut no
more.

42 The Most High gave understanding to
the five men, and they wrote by course the
things that were told them, in †characters
which they didn’t know, and they sat forty
days. Now they wrote in the day-time, and
at night they ate bread.

43 As for me, I spoke in the day, and by
night I didn’t hold my tongue.

44 So in forty days, ninety-four books
were written.

45 It came to pass, when the forty days
were fulfilled, that the Most High spoke to
me, saying, “The first books that you have
written, publish openly, and let the worthy
and unworthy read them;

46but keep the last seventy, that you may
deliver themto thosewhoarewise amongst
your people;

47 for in them is the spring of understand-
ing, the fountain ofwisdom, and the stream
of knowledge.”

48 I did so.

15
1 “Behold, speak in the ears of my people

the words of prophecy which I will put in
yourmouth,” says the Lord.

2 “Cause them to be written on paper, for
they are faithful and true.

3Don’t be afraid of their plots against you.
Don’t let the unbelief of those who speak
against you trouble you.

4 For all the unbelievers will die in their
unbelief.

5 “Behold,” says the Lord, “I bring evils on
the whole earth: sword, famine, death, and
destruction.

6 For wickedness has prevailed over ev-
ery land, and their hurtful works have
reached their limit.

7Therefore,” says the Lord,
8 “I will hold my peace no more concern-

ing their wickedness which they profanely
commit, neitherwill I tolerate them in these
things, which they wickedly practise. Be-
hold, the innocentandrighteousbloodcries
tome, and the souls of the righteous cry out
continually.

9 I will surely avenge them,” says the
Lord, “and will receive to me all the inno-
cent blood from amongst them.

10Behold,my people are led like a flock to
the slaughter. I will not allow them now to
dwell in the land of Egypt,

11but I will bring them out with a mighty
hand and with a high arm, and will strike
Egypt with plagues, as before, and will de-
stroy all its land.”

12 Let Egypt and its foundations mourn,
for the plague of the chastisement and the
punishment that God will bring upon it.

13 Let the farmers that till the ground
mourn, for their seeds will fail and their
trees will be ruined through the blight and
hail, and a terrible tempest.

14Woe to the world and those who dwell
in it!

15 For the sword and their destruction
draws near, and nation will rise up against
nation to battle with weapons in their
hands.

16For therewill be sedition amongstmen,
and growing strong against one another. In
theirmight, theywon’t respect their king or
the chief of their great ones.

17 For a man will desire to go into a city,
and will not be able.

18For because of their pride the citieswill
be troubled, the houses will be destroyed,
andmenwill be afraid.

19 A man will have no pity on his neigh-
bours, butwill assault their houseswith the
sword and plunder their goods, because of
the lack of bread, and for great suffering.

20 “Behold,” says God, “I call together all
the kings of the earth to stir up those who
are from the rising of the sun, from the
south, from the east, and Libanus, to turn
themselves one against another, and repay
the things that they have done to them.

21 Just as they do yet this day to my cho-
sen, so I will do also, and repay into their
bosom.” The Lord God says:

22“Myright handwon’t spare the sinners,
and my sword won’t cease over those who
shed innocent blood on the earth.

23A fire has gone out from his wrath and
has consumed the foundations of the earth
and the sinners, like burnt straw.

24Woe to thosewho sinanddon’t keepmy
commandments!” says the Lord.

25 “I will not spare them. Go your way,
you rebellious children! Don’t defile my
sanctuary!”

26 For the Lord knows all those who tres-
pass against him, therefore he will deliver
them to death and destruction.

27 For now evils have come upon the
whole earth, and you will remain in them;
for God will not deliver you, because you
have sinned against him.

28Behold, ahorrible sightappearing from
the east!

29 The nations of the dragons of Arabia
will comeoutwithmany chariots. From the
day that they set out, their hissing is carried
over the earth, so that all those who will
hear themmay also fear and tremble.

† 14:42: So the Oriental versions.
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30 Also the Carmonians, raging in wrath,
will go out like the wild boars of the forest.
They will come with great power and join
battle with them, and will devastate a por-
tion of the land of the Assyrians with their
teeth.

31 Then the dragons will have the upper
hand, remembering their nature. If they
will turn themselves, conspiring together in
great power to persecute them,

32 then these will be troubled, and keep
silence through their power, and will turn
and flee.

33 From the land of the Assyrians, an en-
emy in ambush will attack them and de-
stroy one of them. Upon their army will
be fear and trembling, and indecision upon
their kings.

34Behold, clouds from the east, and from
the north to the south! They are very horri-
ble to look at, full of wrath and storm.

35 They will clash against one another.
They will pour out a heavy storm on the
earth, even their own storm. There will be
blood from the sword to the horse’s belly,

36 and to the thigh of man, and to the
camel’s hock.

37 There will be fearfulness and great
trembling upon earth. They who see that
wrath will be afraid, and trembling will
seize them.

38 After this, great storms will be stirred
up from the south, from the north, and
another part from the west.

39 Strong winds will arise from the east,
andwill shut it up, even the cloudwhich he
raised up in wrath; and the storm that was
to cause destruction by the east wind will
be violently driven towards the south and
west.

40Great and mighty clouds, full of wrath,
will be lifted up with the storm, that they
may destroy all the earth and those who
dwell in it. They will pour out over every
high and lofty one a terrible storm,

41fire, hail, flying swords, and many wa-
ters, that all plains may be full, and all
rivers, with the abundance of those waters.

42 They will break down the cities and
walls, mountains and hills, trees of the for-
est, and grass of the meadows, and their
grain.

43Theywill go on steadily to Babylon and
destroy her.

44 They will come to it and surround it.
They will pour out the storm and all wrath
on her. Then the dust and smoke will go up
to the sky, and all those who are around it
will mourn for it.

45Thosewho remainwill serve thosewho
have destroyed it.

46 You, Asia, who are partaker in the
beauty of Babylon, and in the glory of her
person—

47 woe to you, you wretch, because you
have made yourself like her. You have
decked out your daughters for prostitution,
that they might please and glory in your
lovers, which have always lusted after you!

48 You have followed her who is hateful
in all her works and inventions. Therefore
God says,

49 “I will send evils on you: widowhood,
poverty, famine, sword, and pestilence, to
lay waste your houses and bring you to
destruction and death.

50 The glory of your power will be dried
up like a flower when the heat rises that is
sent over you.

51 You will be weakened like a poor
womanwho is beatenandwounded, so that
you won’t be able to receive your mighty
ones and your lovers.

52Would I have dealt with you with such
jealousy,” says the Lord,

53 “if you had not always slainmy chosen,
exalting and clapping of your hands, and
talking about their dead when you were
drunk?

54 “Beautify your face!
55 The reward of a prostitute will be in

your bosom, therefore you will be repaid.
56 Just as you will do to my chosen,” says

the Lord, “even so God will do to you, and
will deliver you to your adversaries.

57 Your children will die of hunger. You
will fall by the sword. Your cities will be
broken down, and all your people in the
field will perish by the sword.

58 Those who are in the mountains will
die of hunger, eat their ownflesh, and drink
their own blood, because of hunger for
bread and thirst for water.

59 You, unhappy above all others, will
come andwill again receive evils.

60 In the passage, they will rush on the
hateful city and will destroy some portion
of your land, and mar part of your glory,
and will return again to Babylon that was
destroyed.

61 You will be cast down by them as stub-
ble, and they will be to you as fire.

62 They will devour you, your cities, your
land, and your mountains. They will burn
all your forests and your fruitful trees with
fire.

63 They will carry your children away
captive, and will plunder your wealth, and
mar the glory of your face.”

16
1Woe to you, Babylon, and Asia! Woe to

you, Egypt and Syria!
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2 Put on sackcloth and garments of goats’
hair, wail for your children and lament; for
your destruction is at hand.

3 A sword has been sent upon you, and
who is there to turn it back?

4A fire has been sent upon you, and who
is there to quench it?

5 Calamities are sent upon you, and who
is there to drive them away?

6Can one drive away a hungry lion in the
forest? Can one quench a fire in stubble,
once it has begun to burn?

7Can one turn back an arrow that is shot
by a strong archer?

8 The Lord God sends the calamities, and
whowill drive them away?

9 A fire will go out from his wrath, and
whomay quench it?

10Hewill flash lightning, andwhowill not
fear? He will thunder, and who wouldn’t
tremble?

11 The Lord will threaten, and who will
not be utterly broken in pieces at his pres-
ence?

12 The earth and its foundations quake.
The sea rises up with waves from the deep,
and its waves will be troubled, along with
the fish in them, at the presence of the Lord,
and before the glory of his power.

13For his right hand that bends the bow is
strong, his arrows that he shoots are sharp,
andwill notmisswhen theybegin tobe shot
into the ends of the world.

14Behold, the calamities are sent out, and
will not return again until they come upon
the earth.

15 The fire is kindled and will not be put
out until it consumes the foundations of the
earth.

16 Just as an arrow which is shot by a
mighty archer doesn’t return backward,
even so the calamities that are sent out
upon earth won’t return again.

17Woe isme! Woe isme! Whowill deliver
me in those days?

18 The beginning of sorrows, when there
will be great mourning; the beginning of
famine, and many will perish; the begin-
ning of wars, and the powers will stand in
fear; the beginning of calamities, and all
will tremble! What will they do when the
calamities come?

19 Behold, famine and plague, suffering
and anguish! They are sent as scourges for
correction.

20 But for all these things they will not
turn them from their wickedness, nor be
alwaysmindful of the scourges.

21 Behold, food will be so cheap on earth
that theywill think themselves tobe in good
condition, and even then calamities will

grow on earth: sword, famine, and great
confusion.

22 For many of those who dwell on earth
will perish of famine; and others who es-
cape the famine, the sword will destroy.

23The deadwill be cast out like dung, and
therewill benoone to comfort them; for the
earth will be left desolate, and its cities will
be cast down.

24Therewill be no farmer left to cultivate
the earth or to sow it.

25 The trees will give fruit, but who will
gather it?

26 The grapes will ripen, but who will
tread them? For in all places there will be
a great solitude;

27 for one man will desire to see another,
or to hear his voice.

28 For of a city there will be ten left, and
two of the field, who have hidden them-
selves in the thick groves, and in the clefts
of the rocks.

29 As in an orchard of olives upon every
tree there may be left three or four olives,

30 or as when a vineyard is gathered,
there are some clusters left by those who
diligently search through the vineyard,

31 even so in those days, there will be
three or four left by those who search their
houses with the sword.

32 The earth will be left desolate, and its
fields will be for briers, and its roads and
all her paths will grow thorns, because no
sheep will pass along them.

33 The virgins will mourn, having no
bridegrooms. The womenwill mourn, hav-
ing no husbands. Their daughters will
mourn, having no helpers.

34Their bridegroomswill be destroyed in
the wars, and their husbands will perish of
famine.

35Hearnow these things, andunderstand
them, you servants of the Lord.

36 Behold, the Lord’s word: receive it.
Don’t doubt the thingsaboutwhich theLord
speaks.

37 Behold, the calamities draw near, and
are not delayed.

38 Just as a woman with child in the
ninthmonth,when the hour of her delivery
draws near, within two or three hours great
pains surround her womb, and when the
child comes out from the womb, there will
be no waiting for amoment,

39even so the calamitieswon’t delay com-
ing upon the earth. The world will groan,
and sorrows will seize it on every side.

40 “O my people, hear my word: prepare
for battle, and in those calamities be like
strangers on the earth.
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41Hewho sells, let him be as he who flees
away, and he who buys, as one who will
lose.

42Let he who does business be as he who
has no profit by it, and he who builds, as he
whowon’t dwell in it,

43 and he who sows, as if he wouldn’t
reap, so also hewho prunes the vines, as he
whowon’t gather the grapes,

44 those who marry, as those who will
have no children, and those who don’t
marry, as the widowed.

45 Because of this, those who labour,
labour in vain;

46 for foreigners will reap their fruits,
plunder their goods, overthrow their
houses, and take their children captive, for
in captivity and famine they will conceive
their children.

47Thosewhoconduct business, do soonly
to be plundered. Themore they adorn their
cities, their houses, their possessions, and
their own persons,

48 themore Iwill hate themfor their sins,”
says the Lord.

49 Just as a respectable and virtuous
woman hates a prostitute,

50 so will righteousness hate iniquity
when she adorns herself, and will accuse
her to her face when he comes whowill de-
fend himwho diligently searches out every
sin on earth.

51 Therefore don’t be like her or her
works.

52 For yet a little while, and iniquity will
be taken away out of the earth, and righ-
teousness will reign over us.

53Don’t let the sinner say that he has not
sinned; for God will burn coals of fire on
the head of one who says “I haven’t sinned
before God and his glory.”

54 Behold, the Lord knows all the works
of men, their imaginations, their thoughts,
and their hearts.

55He said, “Let the earth bemade,” and it
wasmade, “Let the sky bemade,” and itwas
made.

56At his word, the stars were established,
and he knows the number of the stars.

57He searches the deep and its treasures.
He has measured the sea and what it con-
tains.

58He has shut the sea in the midst of the
waters, and with his word, he hung the
earth over the waters.

59He has spread out the sky like a vault.
He has founded it over the waters.

60 He has made springs of water in the
desert and pools on the tops of the moun-
tains to send out rivers from the heights to
water the earth.

61He formed man, and put a heart in the
midst of the body, and gave himbreath, life,
and understanding,

62 yes, the spirit of God Almighty. He who
made all things and searches out hidden
things in hidden places,

63 surely he knows your imagination, and
what you think in your hearts. Woe to those
who sin, and try to hide their sin!

64 Because the Lord will exactly investi-
gate all your works, and he will put you all
to shame.

65When your sins are brought out before
men, you will be ashamed, and your own
iniquitieswill standas your accusers in that
day.

66Whatwill you do? Or howwill youhide
your sins before God and his angels?

67 Behold, God is the judge. Fear him!
Stop sinning, and forget your iniquities, to
never again commit them. So will God lead
you out, and deliver you from all suffering.

68 For, behold, the burning wrath of a
great multitude is kindled over you, and
they will take away some of you, and feed
you with that which is sacrificed to idols.

69Thosewho consent to themwill be held
inderisionand incontempt, andbe trodden
under foot.

70 For there will be in various places,
and in the next cities, a great insurrection
against those who fear the Lord.

71 They will be like mad men, sparing
none, but spoiling and destroying those
who still fear the Lord.

72For they will destroy and plunder their
goods, and throw them out of their houses.

73 Then the trial of my elect will be made
known, even as the gold that is tried in the
fire.

74Hear, my elect ones, says the Lord: “Be-
hold, the days of suffering are at hand, and
I will deliver you from them.

75 Don’t be afraid, and don’t doubt, for
God is your guide.

76You who keep my commandments and
precepts,” says the LordGod, “don’t let your
sins weigh you down, and don’t let your
iniquities lift themselves up.”

77Woe to thosewhoare chokedwith their
sins and covered with their iniquities, like
a field is choked with bushes, and its path
coveredwith thorns, that no onemay travel
through!

78 It is shut off and given up to be con-
sumed by fire.
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The Fourth Book of the
Maccabees

TheFourthBookof theMaccabeesappears
in an appendix to the Greek Septuagint.
It is considered to be apocrypha by most
church traditions. It is preserved here for
its supplementary historical value.

1 As I am going to demonstrate a most
philosophical proposition, namely, that re-
ligious reasoning is absolute master of the
emotions. I would willingly advise you to
give the utmost heed to philosophy.

2For reason is necessary to everyone as a
step to science. In addition, it embraces the
praise of self-control, the highest virtue.

3 If, then, reasoning appears to hold the
mastery over the emotions which stand in
the way of temperance, such as gluttony
and lust,

4 it surely also and manifestly rules over
the affections which are contrary to justice,
such as malice, and of those which are hin-
drances to courage, such as wrath, pain,
and fear.

5Perhaps somemay ask, “How is it, then,
that reasoning, if it rules the emotions,
isn’t also master of forgetfulness and igno-
rance?” They attempt a ridiculous argu-
ment.

6For reasoning does not rule over its own
emotions, but over those that are contrary
to justice, courage, temperance, and self-
control; and yet over these, so as to with-
stand, without destroying them.

7 I might prove to you from many other
considerations, that religious reasoning is
sole master of the emotions;

8but I will prove it with the greatest force
from the fortitude of Eleazar, and seven
kindred, and their mother, who suffered
death in defence of virtue.

9 For all these, treating pains with con-
tempt even to death, by this contempt,
demonstrated that reasoninghas command
over the emotions.

10 For their virtues, then, it is right that I
should commend those menwho died with
their mother at this time on behalf of nobil-
ity and goodness; and for their honours, I
may count them blessed.

11 For they, winning admiration not only
frommen ingeneral, but even from theper-
secutors, for their courage and endurance,
became the means of the destruction of the
tyranny against their nation, having con-
quered the tyrant by their endurance, so
that by them their country was purified.

12 But we may now at once enter upon
the question, having commenced, as is our

custom, with laying down the doctrine, and
so proceed to the account of these people,
giving glory to the all-wise God.

13 Therefore the question is whether rea-
soning is absolute master of the emotions.

14 Let’s determine, then, what reasoning
is and what emotion is, and how many
forms of emotion there are, and whether
reasoning rules over all of these.

15 Reasoning is intellect accompanied by
a life of righteousness, putting foremost the
consideration of wisdom.

16 Wisdom is a knowledge of divine and
human things, and of their causes.

17 This is contained in the education of
the law, bymeans of which we learn divine
things reverently and human things prof-
itably.

18 The forms of wisdom are self-control,
justice, courage, and temperance.

19The leading one of these is self-control,
bywhosemeans, indeed, it is that reasoning
rules over the emotions.

20Of the emotions, pleasure and pain are
the twomost comprehensive; and they also
by nature refer to the soul.

21 There are many attendant affections
surrounding pleasure and pain.

22 Before pleasure is lust; and after plea-
sure, joy.

23 Before pain is fear; and after pain is
sorrow.

24Wrath is an affection, common to plea-
sure and to pain, if any one will pay atten-
tion when it comes upon him.

25 There exists in pleasure a malicious
disposition,which is themost complexofall
the affections.

26 In the soul, it is arrogance, love of
money, thirst for honour, contention, faith-
lessness, and the evil eye.

27 In the body, it is greediness, indiscrim-
inate eating, and solitary gluttony.

28 As pleasure and pain are, therefore,
two growths out of the body and the soul, so
there aremany offshoots of these emotions.

29Reasoning, the universal farmer, purg-
ing and pruning each of these, tying up,
watering, and transplanting, in every way
improves the materials of the morals and
affections.

30 For reasoning is the leader of the
virtues, but it is the sole ruler of the emo-
tions.
Observe then first, through the very

things which stand in the way of temper-
ance, that reasoning is absolute ruler of the
emotions.

31 Now temperance consists of a com-
mand over the lusts.
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32But of the lusts, some belong to the soul
and others to the body. Reasoning appears
to rule over both.

33Otherwise, how is it thatwhenurgedon
to forbidden meats, we reject the gratifica-
tion which would come from them? Isn’t it
because reasoning is able to command the
appetites? I believe so.

34 Hence it is, then, that when craving
seafood, birds, four-footed animals, and all
kinds of food which are forbidden to us by
the law, wewithhold ourselves through the
mastery of reasoning.

35 For the affections of our appetites are
resisted by the temperate understanding,
and bent back again, and all the impulses of
the body are reined in by reasoning.

2
1 Is it any wonder? If the lusts of the soul,

after participation with what is beautiful,
are frustrated,

2on this ground, therefore, the temperate
Joseph is praised in that by reasoning, he
subdued, on reflection, the indulgence of
the senses.

3For, although young, and ripe for sexual
intercourse, he nullified by reasoning the
stimulus of his emotions.

4 It isn’t merely the stimulus of sensual
indulgence, but that of every desire, that
reasoning is able to master.

5For instance, the law says, “You shall not
covet your neighbour’s wife, nor anything
that belongs to your neighbour.”

6Now, then, since it is the law which has
forbidden us to desire, I shall much the
more easily persuade you, that reasoning
is able to govern our lusts, just as it does
the affections which are impediments to
justice.

7 Since in what way is a solitary eater, a
glutton, and a drunkard reclaimed, unless
it is clear that reasoning is lord of the emo-
tions?

8 Therefore, a man who regulates his
course by the law, even if he is a lover of
money, immediately puts pressure on his
own disposition by lending to the needy
without interest, and cancelling the debt on
the seventh year.

9 If a man is greedy, he is ruled by the law
acting through reasoning, so that he doesn’t
glean his harvest crops or vintage. In refer-
ence to other pointswemay perceive that it
is reasoning that conquers his emotions.

10 For the law conquers even affection
towards parents, not surrendering virtue
on their account.

11 It prevails over love for one’s wife, re-
buking her when she breaks the law.

12 It lords it over the love of parents to-
wards their children, for they punish them
for vice. It domineers over the intimacy of
friends, reproving themwhenwicked.

13Don’t think it is a strange assertion that
reasoning can on behalf of the law conquer
even enmity.

14 It doesn’t allow cutting down the fruit
trees of an enemy, but preserves them from
the destroyers, and collects their fallen ru-
ins.

15 Reason appears to be master of the
more violent emotions, like love of empire,
empty boasting, and slander.

16 For the temperate understanding re-
pels all thesemalignant emotions, as it does
wrath; for it masters even this.

17 Thus Moses, when angered against
Dathan and Abiram, did nothing to them in
wrath, but regulated his anger by reason-
ing.

18 For the temperate mind is able, as I
said, to be superior to the emotions, and to
correct some and destroy others.

19 For why else did our most wise father
Jacob blame Simeon and Levi for having
irrationally slain the whole race of the She-
chemites, saying, “Cursed be their anger!”?

20 For if reasoning didn’t possess the
power of subduing angry affections, he
would not have said this.

21For at the time when God created man,
he implanted within him his emotions and
moral nature.

22 At that time he enthroned the mind
above all as the holy leader, through the
medium of the senses.

23 He gave a law to this mind, by living
according to which it will maintain a tem-
perate, just, good, and courageous reign.

24How, then, a manmay say, if reasoning
is master of the emotions, has it no control
over forgetfulness and ignorance?

3
1The argument is exceedingly ridiculous,

for reasoning doesn’t appear to rule over its
own affections, but over those of the body,

2 in such away as that any one of youmay
not be able to root out desire, but reasoning
will enable you to avoid being enslaved to
it.

3 One may not be able to root out anger
from the soul, but it is possible towithstand
anger.

4Any one of youmay not be able to eradi-
catemalice, but reasoninghas force towork
with you to prevent you yielding to malice.

5 For reasoning is not an eradicator, but
an antagonist of the emotions.

6 This may be more clearly compre-
hended from the thirst of King David.
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7 For after David had been attacking the
Philistines the whole day, he with the sol-
diers of his nation killedmany of them;

8 then when evening came, sweating and
very weary, he came to the royal tent,
aroundwhich the entire army of our ances-
tors was encamped.

9Now all the rest of themwere at supper;
10 but the king, being very much thirsty,

although he had numerous springs, could
not by their means quench his thirst;

11 but a certain irrational longing for the
water in the enemy’s camp grew stronger
and fiercer upon him, undid and consumed
him.

12 Therefore his bodyguards being trou-
bled at this longing of the king, two valiant
young soldiers, respecting the desire of the
king, fully armed themselves, and taking a
pitcher, got over the ramparts of the ene-
mies.

13 Unperceived by the guardians of the
gate, theywent throughout thewhole camp
of the enemy in quest.

14Having boldly discovered the fountain,
they filled out of it the drink for the king.

15But he, thoughparchedwith thirst, rea-
soned that a drink regarded of equal value
to blood would be terribly dangerous to his
soul.

16 Therefore, setting up reasoning in op-
position to his desire, he poured out the
drink to God.

17 For the temperate mind has power to
conquer the pressure of the emotions, to
quench the fires of excitement,

18 and to wrestle down the pains of the
body, however excessive, and through the
excellency of reasoning, to spurn all the
assaults of the emotions.

19But the occasion now invites us to give
an illustration of temperate reasoning from
history.

20 For at a time when our fathers were
in possession of undisturbedpeace through
obedience to the law and were prosperous,
so that Seleucus Nicanor, the king of Asia,
both assigned them money for divine ser-
vice, and accepted their form of govern-
ment,

21 then certain people, bringing in new
things contrary to the public harmony, in
various ways fell into calamities.

4
1 For a certain man named Simon, who

was in opposition to an honourable and
good man who once held the high priest-
hood for life, named Onias. After slan-
dering Onias in every way, Simon couldn’t
injurehimwith thepeople, sohewentaway

as an exile, with the intention of betraying
his country.

2 When coming to Apollonius, the mili-
tary governor of Syria, Phoenicia, and Cili-
cia, he said,

3 “Having good will to the king’s affairs,
I have come to inform you that tens of
thousands in private wealth is laid up in
the treasuries of Jerusalem which do not
belong to the temple, but belong to King
Seleucus.”

4 Apollonius, acquainting himself with
theparticulars of this, praised Simon forhis
care of the king’s interests, and going up to
Seleucus informed him of the treasure.

5 Getting authority about it, and quickly
advancing into our country with the ac-
cursed Simon and a very heavy force,

6he said thathe camewith the commands
of the king that he should take the private
money of the treasury.

7 The nation, indignant at this procla-
mation, and replying to the effect that it
was extremely unfair that those who had
committed deposits to the sacred treasury
should be deprived of them, resisted aswell
as they could.

8But Appolonius went away with threats
into the temple.

9 The priests, with the women and chil-
dren, askedGod to throwhis shield over the
holy, despised place,

10 and Appolonius was going up with his
armed force to seize the treasure, when an-
gels fromheavenappeared riding onhorse-
back, all radiant in armour, filling them
withmuch fear and trembling.

11 Apollonius fell half dead on the court
which is open to all nations, and extended
his hands to heaven, and implored the He-
brews, with tears, to pray for him, and take
away the wrath of the heavenly army.

12 For he said that he had sinned, so as to
be consequently worthy of death, and that
if he were saved, he would proclaim to all
people the blessedness of the holy place.

13Onias the high priest, induced by these
words, although for other reasons anxious
that King Seleucus wouldn’t suppose that
Apollonius was slain by human device and
not by Divine punishment, prayed for him;

14 and he being thus unexpectedly saved,
departed to report to the king what had
happened to him.

15 But on the death of Seleucus the king,
his son Antiochus Epiphanes succeeded to
the kingdom—a terrible man of arrogant
pride.

16 He, having deposed Onias from the
high priesthood, appointed his brother Ja-
son to be high priest,
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17who had made a covenant, if he would
give him this authority, to pay yearly three
thousandand sixhundredand sixty talents.

18 He committed to him the high priest-
hood and rulership over the nation.

19He both changed the manner of living
of the people, and perverted their civil cus-
toms into all lawlessness.

20 So that he not only erected a gymna-
sium on the very citadel of our country, but
neglected the guardianship of the temple.

21Because of that, Divine vengeance was
grieved and instigated Antiochus himself
against them.

22For being atwarwith Ptolemy in Egypt,
he heard that on a report of his death
being spread abroad, the inhabitants of
Jerusalemhad exceedingly rejoiced, and he
quickly marched against them.

23Having subdued them, he established a
decree that if any of them lived according to
the ancestral laws, he should die.

24 When he could by no means destroy
by his decrees the obedience to the law
of the nation, but saw all his threats and
punishments without effect,

25 for even women, because they contin-
ued to circumcise their children,wereflung
downaprecipice alongwith them, knowing
beforehand of the punishment.

26When, therefore, his decrees were dis-
regarded by the people, he himself com-
pelled by means of tortures every one of
this race, by tasting forbidden meats, to
renounce the Jewish religion.

5
1 The tyrant Antiochus, therefore, sitting

in public state with his assessors upon a
certain lofty place, with his armed troops
standing in a circle around him,

2 commanded his spearbearers to seize
every one of the Hebrews, and to compel
them to taste swine’s flesh and things of-
fered to idols.

3 Should any of them be unwilling to eat
the accursed food, they were to be tortured
on the wheel and so killed.

4Whenmanyhadbeen seized, a foremost
man of the assembly, a Hebrew, by name
Eleazar, a priest by family, by profession
a lawyer, and advanced in years, and for
this reason known to many of the king’s
followers, was brought near to him.

5Antiochus, seeing him, said,
6 “I would counsel you, old man, before

your tortures begin, to taste the swine’s
flesh, andsaveyour life; for I feel respect for
your age and hoary head, which since you
have had so long, you appear tome to be no
philosopher in retaining the superstition of
the Jews.

7 For therefore, since nature has con-
ferred upon you the most excellent flesh of
this animal, do you loathe it?

8 It seems senseless not to enjoy what
is pleasant, yet not disgraceful; and from
notions of sinfulness, to reject the gifts of
nature.

9 You will be acting, I think, still more
senselessly, if you follow vain conceits
about the truth.

10 You will, moreover, be despising me to
your own punishment.

11 Won’t you awake from your trifling
philosophy, give up the folly of your no-
tions, and regaining understanding worthy
of your age, search into the truth of an
expedient course?

12 Won’t you respect my kindly admoni-
tion and have pity on your own years?

13 For bear in mind that if there is any
power which watches over this religion of
yours, it will pardon you for all transgres-
sions of the lawwhich you commit through
compulsion.”

14 While the tyrant incited him in this
manner to the unlawful eating of meat,
Eleazar begged permission to speak.

15 Having received permission to speak,
he began to address the people as follows:

16 “We, O Antiochus, who are persuaded
thatwe live under a divine law, consider no
compulsion tobe so forcible as obedience to
that law.

17 Therefore we consider that we ought
not to transgress the law in any way.

18 Indeed, were our law (as you suppose)
not truly divine, and if we wrongly think it
divine, wewould have no right even in that
case to destroy our sense of religion.

19Don’t think that eating unclean meat is
a trifling offence.

20 For transgression of the law, whether
in small or great matters, is of equal impor-
tance;

21 for in either case the law is equally
slighted.

22 But you deride our philosophy, as
though we lived in it irrationally.

23 Yet it instructs us in self-control, so
that we are superior to all pleasures and
lusts; and it trains us in courage, so that we
cheerfully undergo every grievance.

24 It instructs us in justice, so that in all
our dealings we give what is due. It teaches
us piety, so that we properly worship the
one and only God.

25 That is why we don’t eat the unclean;
for believing that the law was established
by God, we are convinced that the Creator
of theworld, in givinghis laws, sympathises
with our nature.
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26Those thingswhich are suitable for our
souls, he has directed us to eat; but those
which are not, he has forbidden.

27But, tyrant-like, you not only force us to
break the law, but also to eat, that you may
ridicule us as we thus profanely eat.

28But you won’t have this cause of laugh-
ter against me,

29norwill I transgress the sacred oaths of
my forefathers to keep the law.

30 No, not if you pluck out my eyes, and
consumemy entrails.

31 I am not so old, and void of courage as
to not be youthful in reason and in defence
of my religion.

32 Now then, prepare your wheels, and
kindle a fiercer flame.

33 I will not so pity my old age, as on my
account to break the law of my country.

34 I will not play false to you, O law, my
instructor, or forsake you, O beloved self-
control!

35 I will not put you to shame, O philoso-
pher Reason, or deny you, O honoured
priesthood and knowledge of the law.

36 Mouth! You shall not pollute my old
age, nor the full stature of a perfect life.

37My ancestors will receive me as pure,
not having feared your compulsion, even to
death.

38 For you will rule like a tyrant over
the ungodly, but you will not lord it over
my thoughts about religion, either by your
arguments, or through deeds.”

6
1 When Eleazar had in this manner an-

swered the exhortations of the tyrant, the
spearbearers came up, and rudely dragged
Eleazar to the instruments of torture.

2 First, they stripped the old man,
adorned as he was with the beauty of piety.

3 Then tying back his arms and hands,
they disdainfully flogged him.

4 A herald opposite cried out, “Obey the
commands of the king!”

5 But the high-minded and truly noble
Eleazar, as one tortured in adream, ignored
it.

6 But raising his eyes on high to heaven,
the old man’s flesh was stripped off by the
scourges, and his blood streamed down,
and his sides were pierced through.

7Fallingon theground fromhisbodyhav-
ing no power to endure the pains, he still
kept his reasoning upright and unbending.

8 Then one of the harsh spearbearers
rushed at him and began to kick him in the
side to forcehim to get upagainafterhe fell.

9 But he endured the pains, despised the
cruelty, and persevered through the indig-
nities.

10Like a noble athlete, the oldman, when
struck, vanquished his torturers.

11 His face sweating, and he panting for
breath, he was admired even by the tortur-
ers for his courage.

12Therefore, partly in pity for his old age,
13 partly from the sympathy of acquain-

tance, and partly in admiration of his en-
durance, some of the attendants of the king
said,

14 “Why do you unreasonably destroy
yourself, O Eleazar, with these miseries?

15Wewill bring you somemeat cookedby
yourself, and you can save yourself by pre-
tending that you have eaten swine’s flesh.”

16 Eleazar, as though the advice more
painfully tortured him, cried out,

17 “Let us who are children of Abraham
not be so evil advised as by giving way to
make use of an unbecoming pretence.

18 For it would be irrational, if having
lived up to old age in all truth, and having
scrupulously guarded our character for it,
we would now turn back

19 and ourselves become a pattern of
impiety to the young, as being an example
of eating pollution.

20 It would be disgraceful if wewould live
on some short time, and that scorned by all
men for cowardice,

21 and be condemned by the tyrant for
cowardice by not contending to the death
for our divine law.

22Therefore you, O children of Abraham,
die nobly for your religion.

23You spearbearers of the tyrant, why do
you linger?”

24Beholding him so high-minded against
misery, and not changing at their pity, they
led him to the fire.

25 Then with their wickedly contrived in-
struments they burnt him on the fire, and
poured stinking fluids down into his nos-
trils.

26 He being at length burnt down to the
bones, and about to expire, raised his eyes
Godward, and said,

27 “You know, O God, that when I might
have been saved, I am slain for the sake of
the law by tortures of fire.

28Be merciful to your people, and be sat-
isfied with the punishment of me on their
account.

29Letmybloodbeapurification for them,
and takemy life in exchange for theirs.”

30Thus speaking, the holy man departed,
noble in his torments, and even to the ag-
onies of death resisted in his reasoning for
the sake of the law.

31 Confessedly, therefore, religious rea-
soning is master of the emotions.
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32 For had the emotions been superior
to reasoning, I would have given them the
witness of this mastery.

33 But now, since reasoning conquered
the emotions, we befittingly award it the
authority of first place.

34 It is only fair that we should allow that
the power belongs to reasoning, since it
masters external miseries.

35 It would be ridiculous if it weren’t so. I
prove that reasoning has not onlymastered
pains, but that it is also superior to the
pleasures, and withstands them.

7
1The reasoning of our father Eleazar, like

a first-rate pilot, steering the vessel of piety
in the sea of emotions,

2 and flouted by the threats of the tyrant,
and overwhelmed with the breakers of tor-
ture,

3 in no way shifted the rudder of piety
until it sailed into the harbour of victory
over death.

4 No besieged city has ever held out
against many and various war machines
as that holy man did when his pious soul
was triedwith the fiery trial of tortures and
rackings and moved his besiegers through
the religious reasoning that shielded him.

5 For father Eleazar, projecting his dispo-
sition, broke the raging waves of the emo-
tions as with a jutting cliff.

6 O priest worthy of the priesthood! You
didn’t pollute your sacred teeth, nor make
your appetite, which had always embraced
the clean and lawful, a partaker of profan-
ity.

7 O harmonizer with the law, and sage
devoted to a divine life!

8 Of such a character ought those to be
who perform the duties of the law at the
risk of their own blood, and defend it with
generous sweat by sufferings even to death.

9 You, father, have gloriously established
our right government by your endurance;
and making of much account our past ser-
vice, prevented its destruction, and by your
deeds, have made credible the words of
philosophy.

10 O aged man of more power than tor-
tures, elder more vigorous than fire, great-
est king over the emotions, Eleazar!

11 For as father Aaron, armed with a
censer, hastening through the consuming
fire, vanquished the flame-bearing angel,

12 so, Eleazar, the descendant of Aaron,
wasted away by the fire, didn’t give up his
reasoning.

13What is most wonderful is that though
he was an old man, though the labours
of his body were now spent, his muscles

were relaxed, and his sinews worn out, he
recovered youth.

14 By the spirit of reasoning, and the rea-
soning of Isaac, he rendered powerless the
many-headed rack.

15 O blessed old age, and reverend hoar
head, and life obedient to the law,which the
faithful seal of death perfected.

16 If, then, an old man, through religion,
despised tortures even to death, then cer-
tainly religious reasoning is ruler of the
emotions.

17 But perhaps some might say, “It is not
allwhoconquer emotions, asnot all possess
wise reasoning.”

18 But those who have meditated upon
religionwith their whole heart, these alone
canmaster the emotions of the flesh:

19 they who believe that to God they don’t
die; for, as our forefathers, Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob, they live to God.

20This circumstance, then, is bynomeans
an objection, that some who have weak
reasoning are governed by their emotions,

21 since what person, walking religiously
by thewhole rule of philosophy, and believ-
ing in God,

22 and knowing that it is a blessed thing
to endure all kinds of hardships for virtue,
would not, for the sake of religion, master
his emotion?

23For only thewise and braveman is lord
over his emotions.

24 This is why even boys, trained with
the philosophy of religious reasoning, have
conquered still more bitter tortures;

25 for when the tyrant was manifestly
vanquished inhis first attempt, in being un-
able to force the old man to eat the unclean
thing,

8
1 then, indeed, vehemently swayed with

emotion, he commanded to bring others of
the adult Hebrews, and if they would eat of
the unclean thing, to let them gowhen they
had eaten; but if they objected, to torment
themmore grievously.

2 The tyrant having given this charge,
seven kindred were brought into his pres-
ence, along with their aged mother. They
were handsome, modest, well-born, and
altogether comely.

3 When the tyrant saw them encircling
their mother as in a dance, he was pleased
with them. Being struck with their becom-
ing and innocent manner, smiled at them,
and calling them near, said,

4 “O youths, with favourable feelings, I
admire the beauty of each of you. Greatly
honouring so numerous a band of kindred,
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I not only counsel you not to share themad-
ness of the old man who has been tortured
before,

5 but I beg you to yield, and to enjoy my
friendship; for I possess the power, not only
of punishing those who disobey my com-
mands, but of doing good to thosewho obey
them.

6Put confidence inme, then, and youwill
receive places of authority in my govern-
ment, if you forsake your national way of
life,

7and, conforming to theGreekwayof life,
alter your rule and revel in youth’s delights.

8For if you provokeme by your disobedi-
ence, you will compel me to destroy every
one of you with terrible punishments by
tortures.

9 Have mercy, then, upon your own
selves, whom I, although an enemy, am
compassionate for your age and attractive
appearance.

10 Won’t you consider this: that if you
disobey, there will be nothing left for you
but to die in torture?”

11When he had said this, he ordered the
instruments of torture to be brought for-
ward, that fear might prevail upon them to
eat uncleanmeat.

12 When the spearman brought forward
the wheels, the racks, the hooks, cauldrons,
pans, finger-racks, iron hands and wedges,
and bellows, the tyrant continued:

13 “Fear, young men, and the righteous-
ness which you worship will be merciful to
you if you transgress because of compul-
sion.”

14 Now they having listened to these
words of persuasion, and seeing the fear-
ful instruments, not only were not afraid,
but even answered the arguments of the
tyrant, and through their good reasoning
destroyed his power.

15Now let’s consider the matter. Had any
of them been weak-spirited and cowardly
amongst them, what reasoning would they
have employed but these?

16 “O wretched that we are, and exceed-
ingly senseless! When the king exhorts us,
and calls us to his bounty, should we not
obey him?

17Why do we cheer ourselves with vain
counsels, and venture upon a disobedience
bringing death?

18 Shall we not fear, O kindred, the in-
struments of torture and weigh the threat-
enings of torment and shun this vain-glory
and destructive pride?

19 Let’s have compassion upon our age
and relent over the years of ourmother.

20Let’s bear inmind thatwewill be dying
as rebels.

21Divine Justice will pardon us if we fear
the king through necessity.

22Why withdraw ourselves from a most
sweet life, and deprive ourselves of this
pleasant world?

23 Let’s not oppose necessity, nor seek
vain-glory by our own torture.

24 The law itself wouldn’t arbitrarily put
us to death because we dread torture.

25Why has such angry zeal taken root in
us, and such fatal obstinacy approved itself
to us, when we might live unmolested by
the king?”

26 But the young men didn’t say or think
anything of this kind when about to be tor-
tured.

27For they were well aware of the suffer-
ings, andmasters of the pains.

28-29 So that as soon as the tyrant had
ceased counselling them to eat the unclean,
they all with one voice, as from the same
heart said:

9
1 “Why do you delay, O tyrant? For we

aremore ready to die than to transgress the
injunctions of our fathers.

2Wewouldbedisgracingour fathers ifwe
didn’t obey the law, and take knowledge for
our guide.

3O tyrant, counsellor of law-breaking, do
not, hating us as you do, pity us more than
we pity ourselves.

4Forwe consider your escape to beworse
than death.

5 You try to scare us by threatening us
with death by tortures, as though you had
learnt nothing by the death of Eleazar.

6 But if aged men of the Hebrews have
died in the cause of religion after enduring
torture, more rightly should we younger
men die, scorning your cruel tortures,
which our aged instructor overcame.

7Make the attempt, then, O tyrant. If you
put us to death for our religion, don’t think
that you harm us by torturing us.

8 For we through this ill-treatment and
endurance will gain the rewards of virtue.

9 But you, for the wicked and despotic
slaughter of us, will, from the Divine
vengeance, endure eternal torture by fire.”

10 When they had said this, the tyrant
was not only exasperated against them for
being disobedient, but enraged with them
for being ungrateful.

11So, at his bidding, the torturers brought
the oldest of them, and tearing through his
tunic, bound his hands and arms on each
side with straps.

12When they had laboured hard without
effect in scourging him, they hurled him on
the wheel.
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13 The noble youth, extended upon this,
became dislocated.

14With every member disjointed, he de-
nounced the tyrant, saying,

15 “Omost accursed tyrant, and enemy of
heavenly justice, andcruel-hearted, I amno
murderer, nor sacrilegiousman, whomyou
torture, but a defender of the Divine law.”

16Andwhen the spearmen said, “Consent
to eat, that you may be released from your
tortures,”

17 he answered, “Not so powerful, O ac-
cursed lackeys, is your wheel, as to stifle
my reasoning. Cut my limbs, and burn my
flesh, and twist my joints.

18 For through all my torments I will con-
vince you that the children of the Hebrews
arealoneunconqueredonbehalf of virtue.”

19While he was saying this, they heaped
up fuel, and setting fire to it, strained him
on the wheel still more.

20 The wheel was defiled all over with
blood. The hot ashes were quenched by the
droppings of gore, and pieces of flesh were
scattered about the axles of themachine.

21 Although the framework of his bones
was now destroyed, the high-minded and
Abrahamic youth didn’t groan.

22But, as though transformed by fire into
immortality, he nobly endured the rack-
ings, saying,

23 “Imitate me, O kindred. Never desert
your station, nor renouncemybrotherhood
in courage. Fight the holy and honourable
fight of religion,

24 by which means our just and paternal
Providence, becoming merciful to the na-
tion, will punish the pestilent tyrant.”

25Saying this, the revered youth abruptly
closed his life.

26When all admired his courageous soul,
the spearmen brought forward him who
was second oldest, and having put on iron
gauntlets with sharp hooks, bound him to
the rack.

27When, on enquiring whether he would
eat before he was tortured, they heard his
noble sentiment.

28 After they with the iron gauntlets had
violentlydraggedall theflesh from theneck
to the chin, thepanther-like animals toreoff
the very skin of his head, but he, bearing
with firmness this misery, said,

29 “How sweet is every form of death for
the religion of our fathers!” Then he said to
the tyrant,

30 “Don’t you think, most cruel of all
tyrants, that you are now tortured more
than I, finding your arrogant conception of
tyranny conquered by our perseverance in
behalf of our religion?

31 For I lighten my suffering by the plea-
sures which are connected with virtue.

32But you are tortured with threatenings
for impiety. Youwon’t escape, most corrupt
tyrant, the vengeance of Divine wrath.”

10
1Now this one endured this praiseworthy

death. The third was brought along, and
exhorted bymany to taste and save his life.

2 But he cried out and said, “Don’t you
know that the father of those who are dead
is my father also, and that the samemother
bore me, and that I was brought up in the
sameway?

3 I don’t renounce the noble relationship
of my kindred.

4 Now then, whatever instrument of
vengeance you have, apply it to my body,
for you aren’t able to touchmy soul, even if
you want to.”

5But they, highly incensed at his boldness
of speech, dislocated his hands and feet
with racking engines, and wrenching them
from their sockets, dismembered him.

6 They dragged around his fingers, his
arms, his legs, and his ankles.

7Not being able by anymeans to strangle
him, they tore off his skin, together with
the extreme tips of his fingers, and then
dragged him to the wheel,

8 around which his vertebral joints were
loosened, and he saw his own flesh torn to
shreds, and streams of blood flowing from
his entrails.

9When about to die, he said,
10 “We, O accursed tyrant, suffer this for

the sake of Divine education and virtue.
11 But you, for your impiety and blood

shedding,will endureunceasing torments.”
12 Thus having died worthily of his kin-

dred, they dragged forward the fourth, say-
ing,

13 “Don’t share the madness of your kin-
dred, but respect the king and save your-
self.”

14 But he said to them, “You don’t have
a fire so scorching as to make me play the
coward.

15 By the blessed death of my kindred,
and the eternal punishment of the tyrant,
and the glorious life of the pious, I will not
repudiate the noble brotherhood.

16 Invent, O tyrant, tortures, that youmay
learn, even through them, that I am the
brother of those tormented before.”

17 When he had said this, the blood-
thirsty, murderous, and unholy Antiochus
ordered his tongue to be cut out.

18But he said, “Even if you take away the
organ of speech, God still hears the silent.
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19 Behold, my tongue is extended, cut it
off; for in spite of that youwon’t silence our
reasoning.

20 We gladly lose our limbs on behalf of
God.

21 But God will speedily find you, since
you cut off the tongue, the instrument of
divinemelody.”

11
1 When he had died, disfigured in his

torments, the fifth leapt forward, and said,
2 “I don’t intend, O tyrant, to get excused

from the torment which is on behalf of
virtue.

3 But I have come of my own accord,
that by my death you may owe heav-
enly vengeance and punishment for more
crimes.

4O you hater of virtue and of men, what
have we done that you thus revel in our
blood?

5Does it seem evil to you that weworship
theFounder of all things, and live according
to his surpassing law?

6 But this is worthy of honours, not tor-
ments,

7 if you had been capable of the higher
feelings of men, and possessed the hope of
salvation from God.

8 Behold now, being alien from God, you
make war against those who are religious
towards God.”

9As he said this, the spearbearers bound
him and drew him to the rack,

10 to which binding him at his knees,
and fastening them with iron fetters, they
bent down his loins upon the wedge of
the wheel; and his body was then dismem-
bered, scorpion-fashion.

11With his breath thus confined, and his
body strangled, he said,

12 “A great favour you bestow upon us,
O tyrant, by enabling us to manifest our
adherence to the law by means of nobler
sufferings.”

13 He also being dead, the sixth, quite
a youth, was brought out. On the tyrant
asking him whether he would eat and be
delivered, he said,

14 “I am indeed younger than my broth-
ers, but in understanding I am as old.

15 I was born and reared to the same end.
We are bound to die also on behalf of the
same cause.

16So if you think it is proper to torment us
for not eating the unclean, then torment!”

17As he said this, they brought him to the
wheel.

18 Extended upon this, with limbs racked
and dislocated, he was gradually roasted
from beneath.

19 Having heated sharp spits, they ap-
proached them to his back; and having
transfixed his sides, they burnt away his
entrails.

20 He, while tormented, said, “O good
and holy contest, in which for the sake of
religion, we kindred have been called to
the arena of pain, and have not been con-
quered.

21 For religious understanding, O tyrant,
is unconquered.

22 Armed with upright virtue, I also will
depart withmy kindred.

23 I, too, bearing with me a great avenger,
O inventor of tortures, and enemy of the
truly pious.

24 We six youths have destroyed your
tyranny.

25 For isn’t your inability to overrule our
reasoning, and to compel us to eat the un-
clean, your destruction?

26 Your fire is cold to us. Your racks are
painless, and your violence harmless.

27 For the guards not of a tyrant but of a
divine law are our defenders. Through this
we keep our reasoning unconquered.”

12
1 When he, too, had undergone blessed

martyrdom, and died in the cauldron into
whichhehadbeen thrown, the seventh, the
youngest of all, came forward,

2whom the tyrant pitying, though he had
beendreadfully reproachedbyhis kindred,

3 seeing him already encompassed with
chains, had him brought nearer, and en-
deavored to counsel him, saying,

4 “You see the end of the madness of
your kindred, for they have died in torture
through disobedience. You, if disobedi-
ent, having beenmiserably tormented, will
yourself perish prematurely.

5 But if you obey, you will be my friend,
and have a charge over the affairs of the
kingdom.”

6 Having thus exhorted him, he sent for
the boy’s mother, that, by showing compas-
sion to her for the loss of so many sons,
he might incline her, through the hope of
safety, to make the survivor obedient.

7He, afterhismotherhadurgedhimon in
the Hebrew tongue, (as wewill soon relate)
said,

8 “Releaseme that I may speak to the king
and all his friends.”

9 They, rejoicing exceedingly at the
promise of the youth, quickly let him go.

10He, running up to the pans, said,
11 “Impious tyrant, and most blasphe-

mous man, were you not ashamed, having
received prosperity and a kingdom from
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God, to kill His servants, and to rack the
doers of godliness?

12 Therefore the divine vengeance is re-
serving you for eternal fire and torments,
which will cling to you for all time.

13Weren’t you ashamed, man as you are,
yet most savage, to cut out the tongues of
men of like feeling and origin, and having
thus abused to torture them?

14 But they, bravely dying, fulfilled their
religion towards God.

15 But you will groan as you deserve for
having slain without cause the champions
of virtue.

16 Therefore,” he continued, “I myself,
being about to die,

17will not forsakemy kindred.
18 I call upon the God of my fathers to be

merciful to my race.
19 But you, both living and dead, he will

punish.”
20Thus having prayed, he hurled himself

into the pans; and so expired.

13
1 If then, the seven kindred despised trou-

bles even to death, it is admitted on all sides
that righteous reasoning is absolutemaster
over the emotions.

2For just as if theyhadeatenof theunholy
as slaves to the emotions, we would have
said that they hadbeen conqueredby them.

3 Now it is not so. But by means of the
reasoning which is praised by God, they
mastered their emotions.

4 It is impossible to overlook the leader-
ship of reflection, for it gained the victory
over both emotions and troubles.

5 How, then, can we avoid according
to these men mastery of emotion through
right reasoning, since they didn’t withdraw
from the pains of fire?

6For just asbymeansof towersprojecting
in front of harbours men break the threat-
ening waves, and thus assure a still course
to vessels entering port,

7 so that seven-towered right-reasoning
of the young men, securing the harbour
of religion, conquered the tempest of emo-
tions.

8 For having arranged a holy choir of
piety, they encouraged one another, saying,

9 “Brothers, may we die brotherly for the
law. Let us imitate the three young men in
Assyria who despised the equally afflicting
furnace.

10 Let’s not be cowards in the manifesta-
tion of piety.”

11 One said, “Courage, brother!” and an-
other, “Nobly endure!”

12Another said, “Rememberofwhat stock
you are;” and by the hand of our father

Isaac endured to be slain for the sake of
piety.

13 One and all, looking at each other
serene and confident, said, “Let’s sacrifice
with all our heart our souls to God who
gave them, and employ our bodies for the
keeping of the law.

14Let’s not fear himwho thinks he kills;
15 for great is the trial of soul and danger

of eternal torment laid up for those who
transgress the commandment of God.

16 Let’s arm ourselves, therefore, in the
self-control, which is divine reasoning.

17 If we suffer like this, Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacobwill receiveus, andall the fathers
will commend us.

18As each one of the kindred was hauled
away, the rest exclaimed, “Don’t disgrace
us, O brother, nor falsify those who died
before you!”

19Now you are not ignorant of the charm
of brotherhood, which the Divine and all
wise Providence has imparted through fa-
thers to children, and has engendered
through themother’s womb.

20Thesebrothers remainedanequal time
in their mother’s womb, and were formed
for the same period, and nourished by the
same blood, and were perfected through
the same principle of life.

21Theywere brought forth at equal inter-
vals, and sucked milk from the same foun-
tains. Their brotherly souls were reared up
lovingly together,

22 and increase the more powerfully by
reason of this simultaneous rearing, and by
daily companionship, and by other educa-
tion, and exercise in the law of God.

23 Brotherly love being thus sympatheti-
cally constituted, the seven kindred had a
more sympathetic mutual harmony.

24 For being educated in the same law,
and practising the same virtues, and reared
up ina just courseof life, they increased this
harmonywith each other.

25 For the same ardour for what is right
and honourable increased their goodwill
and harmony towards each other.

26 For it acting along with religion, made
their brotherly feeling more desirable to
them.

27 And yet, although nature, companion-
ship, and virtuous morals increased their
brotherly love, those who were left en-
dured to see their kindred, who were mis-
treated for their religion, tortured even to
death.

14
1More that this, they even urged them on

to this mistreatment; so that they not only
despised pains themselves, but they even
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got thebetterof their affectionsofbrotherly
love.

2Reasoning ismore royal thanaking, and
freer than freemen!

3What a sacred and harmonious concert
of the seven kindred as concerning piety!

4 None of the seven youths turned cow-
ardly or shrank back from death.

5 But all of them, as though running the
road to immortality, hastened on to death
through tortures.

6 For just as hands and feet are moved
sympathetically with the directions of the
soul, so those holy youths agreed to death
for religion’s sake, as through the immortal
soul of religion.

7 O holy seven of harmonious kindred!
For as the seven days of creation, about
religion,

8 so the youths, circling around the num-
ber seven, annulled the fear of torments.

9 We now shudder at the recital of the
affliction of those young men; but they not
only saw, andnot onlyheard the immediate
execution of the threat, but undergoing it,
persevered; and that through the pains of
fire.

10 What could be more painful? For the
power of fire, being sharp andquick, speed-
ily dissolved their bodies.

11Don’t think itwonderful that reasoning
ruled over those men in their torments,
when even a woman’s mind despisedmore
manifold pains.

12 For the mother of those seven youths
endured the rackings of each of her chil-
dren.

13 Consider how comprehensive is the
love of offspring, which draws every one to
sympathy of affection,

14where irrational animals possess a sim-
ilar sympathy and love for their offspring
withmen.

15The tamebirds frequenting the roofs of
our houses defend their fledglings.

16Others build their nests andhatch their
young on the tops of mountains, in the
precipices of valleys, and the holes and tops
of trees, and keep intruders away.

17 If not able to do this, they fly circling
round them in agony of affection, calling
out in their own note, and save their off-
spring in whatever manner they are able.

18 But why should we point attention to
the sympathy towards children shown by
irrational animals?

19 Even bees, at the season of honey-
making, attack all who approach, and
pierce with their sting, as with a sword,
those who draw near their hive, and repel
them even to death.

20 But sympathy with her children didn’t
turn away the mother of the young men,
who had a spirit kindred with that of Abra-
ham.

15
1 O reasoning of the sons, lord over the

emotions, and religion more desirable to a
mother than children!

2 The mother, when two things were set
before her, religion and the safety of her
seven sons for a time, on the conditional
promise of a tyrant,

3 rather elected the religion which ac-
cording to God preserves to eternal life.

4 In what way can I describe ethically
the affections of parents towards their chil-
dren, the resemblance of soul and of form
impressed into the small type of a child
in a wonderful manner, especially through
the greater sympathy of mothers with the
feelings of those born of them!

5 For by how much mothers are by na-
ture weak in disposition and prolific in off-
spring, by so much the fonder they are of
children.

6Of all mothers, the mother of the seven
was the fondest of children, who in seven
childbirths had deeply engendered love to-
wards them.

7 Through her many pains undergone in
connection with each one, she was com-
pelled to feel sympathy with them;

8 yet, through fear of God, she neglected
the temporary salvation of her children.

9 Not only so, but on account of the ex-
cellent disposition to the law, her maternal
affection towards themwas increased.

10For they were both just and temperate,
and courageous, high-minded, fond of their
kindred, and so fond of their mother that
even to death they obeyed her by observing
the law.

11Yet, though therewere somanycircum-
stances connected with love of children to
draw on a mother to sympathy, in the case
of none of them were the various tortures
able to pervert her principle.

12 But she inclined each one separately
and all together to death for religion.

13Oholy nature and parental feeling, and
reward of bringing up children, and uncon-
querable maternal affection!

14At the racking and roasting of each one
of them, the observant mother was pre-
vented by religion from changing.

15 She saw her children’s flesh dissolv-
ing around the fire, and their extremities
quivering on the ground, and the flesh of
their heads dropped forward down to their
beards, like masks.
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16 O you mother, who was tried at this
timewithbittererpangs than those at birth!

17O you onlywomanwho have produced
perfect holiness!

18 Your firstborn, expiring, didn’t turn
you, nor the second, looking miserable in
his torments, nor the third, breathing out
his soul.

19You didn’t weep when you saw each of
their eyes looking sternly at their tortures,
and their nostrils foreboding death!

20When you saw children’s flesh heaped
upon children’s flesh that had been torn
off, heads decapitated upon heads, dead
falling upon the dead, and a choir of chil-
dren turned through torture into a burying
ground, you didn’t lament.

21 Not so do siren melodies or songs of
swans attract the hearers to listening, O
voices of children calling on yourmother in
themidst of torments!

22 With what and what manner of tor-
ments was the mother herself tortured, as
her sons were undergoing the wheel and
the fires!

23 But religious reasoning, having
strengthened her courage in the midst of
sufferings, enabled her to forego, for the
time, parental love.

24 Although seeing the destruction of
seven children, the noble mother, after one
embrace, stripped off her feelings through
faith in God.

25 For just as in a council room, seeing in
her own soul vehement counsellors, nature
andparentage and loveof her children, and
the racking of her children,

26 she holding two votes, one for the
death, the other for the preservation of her
children,

27 didn’t lean to that which would have
saved her children for the safety of a brief
space.

28 But this daughter of Abraham remem-
bered his holy fortitude.

29 O holy mother of a nation, avenger of
the law, defender of religion, and prime
bearer in the battle of the affections!

30O you nobler in endurance thanmales,
and more courageous than men in perse-
verance!

31 For like Noah’s ship, bearing the world
in the world-filling flood, bore up against
the waves,

32 so you, the guardian of the law, when
surrounded on every side by the flood of
emotions, and assaulted by violent storms
which were the torments of your children,
bore up nobly against the storms against
religion.

16
1 If, then, even awoman, and that an aged

one, and the mother of seven children, en-
dured to see her children’s torments even
to death, it must be admitted that religious
reasoning is master even of the emotions.

2 I have proved, then, that not only men
have obtained the mastery of their emo-
tions, but also that a woman despised the
greatest torments.

3 The lions around Daniel were not so
fierce, nor the furnace of Misael burning
with most vehement fires as that natural
love of children burnt within her, when she
saw her seven sons tortured.

4 But with the reasoning of religion the
mother quenched emotions so great and
powerful.

5 For we must consider also this: that,
had the woman been faint hearted, as be-
ing their mother, she would have lamented
over them, and perhapsmight have spoken
thus:

6 “Ah! I am wretched and many times
miserable, who having born seven sons,
have become themother of none.

7 O seven useless childbirths, and seven
profitless periods of labour, and fruitless
givings of suck, and miserable nursings at
the breast.

8Vainly, for your sakes, O sons, have I en-
dured many pangs, and the more difficult
anxieties of rearing.

9 Alas, of my children, some of you un-
married, and somewho havemarried to no
profit, I will not see your children, nor have
the joy of being a grandmother.

10Ah, that I who had many and fair chil-
dren, should be a lone widow full of sor-
rows!

11 Nor, should I die, will I have a son to
bury me.” But with such a lament as this,
the holy and God-fearing mother wept for
none of them.

12 Nor did she divert any of them from
death, nor grieve for them as for the dead.

13But as one possessed with an adamant
mind, and as one bringing forth again her
full number of sons to immortality, she
rather urged them to death on behalf of
religion.

14 O woman, soldier of God for religion,
you, aged and a female, have conquered
through endurance even a tyrant; and even
though weak, have been found more pow-
erful in deeds and words.

15 For when you were seized along with
your children, you stood looking at Eleazar
in torture, and said to your sons in the
Hebrew tongue,

16 “O sons, the contest is noble, to which
you being called as awitness for the nation,
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strive zealously for the laws of your coun-
try.

17 For it would be disgraceful if this old
man endured pains for the sake of righ-
teousness, and that you who are younger
would be afraid of the tortures.

18 Remember that through God, you ob-
tained existence and have enjoyed it.

19 Therefore, you ought to bear every af-
fliction because of God.

20 For him also our father Abraham was
zealous to sacrifice Isaac our progenitor,
and didn’t shudder at the sight of his own
paternal hand descending down with the
sword upon him.

21 The righteous Daniel was cast to the
lions; and Ananias, Azarias, and Misael
were hurled into a fiery furnace, yet they
endured through God.

22 You, then, having the same faith to-
wards God, don’t be troubled.

23 For it is unreasonable that they who
know religion wouldn’t stand up against
troubles.

24 With these arguments, the mother of
seven, exhorting each of her sons, encour-
aged and persuaded them not to transgress
God’s commandment.

25 They saw this, too, that those who die
for God, live to God, like Abraham, Isaac,
Jacob, and all the patriarchs.

17
1Someof the spearbearers said thatwhen

she herself was about to be seized for the
purpose of being put to death, she threw
herself on the pile, rather than let them
touch her body.

2 O you mother, who together with
seven children destroyed the violence of
the tyrant, and rendered void his wicked
intentions, and exhibited the nobleness of
faith!

3 For you, like a house bravely built on
the pillar of your children, bore the shock
of tortures without swaying.

4 Cheer up, therefore, O holy-minded
mother! Hold the firm hope of your stead-
fastness with God.

5 Not so gracious does the moon appear
with the stars in heaven, as you are es-
tablished as honourable before God, and
fixed in the sky with your sons whom you
illuminated with religion to the stars.

6 For your bearing of children was after
themanner of a child of Abraham.

7 If it were lawful for us to paint as on a
tablet the religion of your story, the specta-
tors wouldn’t shudder at seeing themother
of seven children enduring for the sake of
religion various tortures even to death.

8 It would have been a worthwhile thing
to have inscribed on the tomb itself these
words as amemorial to those of the nation,

9 “Here an aged priest, an aged woman,
and seven sons, are buried through the vio-
lence of a tyrant, whowished to destroy the
society of the Hebrews.

10 These also avenged their nation, look-
ing to God, and enduring torments to
death.”

11 For it was truly a divine contest which
was carried through by them.

12 For at that time virtue presided over
the contest, approving the victory through
endurance, namely, immortality, eternal
life.

13 Eleazar was the first to contend. The
mother of the seven children entered the
contest, and the kindred contended.

14 The tyrant was the antagonist; and the
world and livingmenwere the spectators.

15 Reverence for God conquered, and
crowned her own athletes.

16Who didn’t admire those champions of
true legislation? Whowere not amazed?

17 The tyrant himself, and all their coun-
cil, admired their endurance,

18 through which, they also now stand
beside the divine throne and live a blessed
life.

19 For Moses says, “All the saints are un-
der your hands.”

20 These, therefore, having been sancti-
fied through God, have been honoured not
only with this honour, but that also by the
fact that because of them, the enemy didn’t
overcome our nation.

21 That tyrant was punished and their
country purified.

22 For they became the ransom to the sin
of the nation. The Divine Providence saved
Israel, which was afflicted before, by the
bloodof those pious ones and thedeath that
appeased wrath.

23 For the tyrant Antiochus, looking to
their courageous virtue and to their en-
durance in torture, proclaimed that en-
durance as an example to his soldiers.

24 They proved to be to him noble and
brave for land battles and for sieges; and he
conquered and stormed the towns of all his
enemies.

18
1O Israelite children, descendants of the

seedofAbraham, obey this lawand inevery
way be religious,

2knowing that religious reasoning is lord
of the emotions, and those not only inward
but outward.

3 Therefore those people who gave up
their bodies to pains for the sake of religion
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were not only admired by men, but were
deemedworthy of a divine portion.

4 The nation through them obtained
peace, and having renewed the observance
of the law in their country, drove the enemy
out of the land.

5The tyrantAntiochuswasbothpunished
on earth, and is punished now that he is
dead; forwhen hewas quite unable to com-
pel the Israelites to adopt foreign customs,
and to desert the manner of life of their
fathers,

6 then, departing from Jerusalem, he
made war against the Persians.

7 The righteous mother of the seven chil-
dren spoke also as follows to her offspring:
“I was a pure virgin, and didn’t go beyond
my father’s house, but I took care of the rib
fromwhich womanwasmade.

8 No destroyer of the desert or ravisher
of the plain injured me, nor did the de-
structive, deceitful snake make plunder of
my chaste virginity. I remained with my
husband during the time of mymaturity.

9 When these, my children, arrived at
maturity, their father died. Hewas blessed!
For having sought out a life of fertility in
children, he was not grieved with a period
of loss of children.

10 He used to teach you, when yet with
you, the law and the prophets.

11Heused to read to youabout the slaying
of Abel by Cain, the offering up of Isaac, and
the imprisonment of Joseph.

12Heused to tell you of the zealous Phine-
has, and informed you of Ananias, Azarias,
andMisael in the fire.

13 He used to glorify Daniel, who was
in the den of lions, and pronounce him
blessed.

14He used to remind you of the scripture
of Esaias, which says, “Even if you pass
through the fire, it won’t burn you.”

15 He chanted to you David, the hymn
writer, who says, “Many are the afflictions
of the just.”

16He declared the proverbs of Solomon,
who says, “He is a treeof life to all thosewho
do His will.”

17He used to confirm what Ezekiel said:
“Will these dry bones live?”

18 For he didn’t forget the song which
Moses taught, proclaiming, “I will kill, and
I will make alive.”

19 This is our life and the length of our
days.

20 O that bitter, and yet not bitter, day
when the bitter tyrant of the Greeks,
quenching fire with fire in his cruel
cauldrons, brought with boiling rage the
seven sons of the daughter of Abraham to
the rack, and to all his torments!

21He pierced the balls of their eyes, and
cut out their tongues, and put them to death
with varied tortures.

22 Therefore divine retribution pursued
andwill pursue the pestilent wretch.

23But the childrenofAbraham,with their
victorious mother, are assembled together
to the choir of their father, having received
pure and immortal souls from God.

24 To him be glory forever and ever.
Amen.
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The Good News According to
Matthew

1 The book of the genealogy of Jesus
Christ,† the son of David, the son of Abra-
ham.

2 Abraham became the father of Isaac.
Isaac became the father of Jacob. Jacob be-
came the father of Judah and his brothers.

3 Judah became the father of Perez and
Zerah by Tamar. Perez became the father of
Hezron. Hezron became the father of Ram.

4Ram became the father of Amminadab.
Amminadabbecame the fatherofNahshon.
Nahshon became the father of Salmon.

5 Salmon became the father of Boaz by
Rahab. Boaz became the father of Obed by
Ruth. Obed became the father of Jesse.

6 Jesse became the father of King David.
David the king‡ became the father of
Solomon by herwho had been Uriah’s wife.

7 Solomon became the father of Re-
hoboam. Rehoboam became the father of
Abijah. Abijah became the father of Asa.

8 Asa became the father of Jehoshaphat.
Jehoshaphat became the father of Joram.
Joram became the father of Uzziah.

9 Uzziah became the father of Jotham.
Jotham became the father of Ahaz. Ahaz
became the father of Hezekiah.

10 Hezekiah became the father of Man-
asseh. Manasseh became the father of
Amon. Amon became the father of Josiah.

11 Josiah became the father of Jechoniah
and his brothers at the time of the exile to
Babylon.

12 After the exile to Babylon, Jechoniah
became the father of Shealtiel. Shealtiel
became the father of Zerubbabel.

13 Zerubbabel became the father of
Abiud. Abiud became the father of Eliakim.
Eliakim became the father of Azor.

14 Azor became the father of Zadok.
Zadok became the father of Achim. Achim
became the father of Eliud.

15 Eliud became the father of Eleazar.
Eleazar became the father of Matthan.
Matthan became the father of Jacob.

16 Jacob became the father of Joseph, the
husband of Mary, from whom was born
Jesus,§ who is called Christ.

17 So all the generations from Abraham
to David are fourteen generations; from

David to the exile to Babylon fourteen gen-
erations; and from the carrying away to
Babylon to the Christ, fourteen generations.

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was like
this: After his mother, Mary, was engaged
to Joseph, before they came together, she
was found pregnant by the Holy Spirit.

19 Joseph, her husband, being a righteous
man, and not willing to make her a public
example, intended to put her away secretly.

20 But when he thought about these
things, behold,† an angel of the Lord ap-
peared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph,
son of David, don’t be afraid to take to your-
self Mary as your wife, for that which is
conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.

21 She shall give birth to a son. You shall
name him Jesus,‡ for it is he who shall save
his people from their sins.”

22Now all this has happened that it might
be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord
through the prophet, saying,
23 “Behold, the virgin shall be with child,

and shall give birth to a son.
They shall call his name Immanuel,”

which is, being interpreted, “God with
us.”*

24 Joseph arose from his sleep, and did as
the angel of the Lord commanded him, and
took his wife to himself;

25 and didn’t know her sexually until she
had given birth to her firstborn son. He
named him Jesus.

2
1Nowwhen Jesuswas born in Bethlehem

of Judea in the days of King Herod, behold,
wisemen† from the east came to Jerusalem,
saying,

2 “Where is he who is born King of the
Jews? For we saw his star in the east, and
have come to worship him.”

3When King Herod heard it, he was trou-
bled, and all Jerusalemwith him.

4 Gathering together all the chief priests
and scribes of the people, he asked them
where the Christ would be born.

5 They said to him, “In Bethlehem of
Judea, for this is written through the
prophet,
6 ‘You Bethlehem, land of Judah,

are in noway least amongst the princes
of Judah;

for out of you shall come a governor
who shall shepherd my people, Is-
rael.’ ”*

† 1:1:Messiah (Hebrew) andChrist (Greek) bothmean “AnointedOne” ‡ 1:6: NUomits “the king”. § 1:16: “Jesus”
means “Salvation”. † 1:20: “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as

an interjection. ‡ 1:21: “Jesus” means “Salvation”. * 1:23: Isaiah 7:14 † 2:1: Theword for “wisemen” (magoi)

can also mean teachers, scientists, physicians, astrologers, seers, interpreters of dreams, or sorcerers. * 2:6: Micah
5:2
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7 Then Herod secretly called the wise
men, and learnt from them exactly what
time the star appeared.

8 He sent them to Bethlehem, and said,
“Go and search diligently for the young
child. When you have found him, bring me
word, so that I also may come and worship
him.”

9 They, having heard the king, went their
way; and behold, the star, which they saw
in the east, went before them until it came
and stood over where the young child was.

10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced
with exceedingly great joy.

11 They came into the house and saw the
young child with Mary, his mother, and
they fell down and worshipped him. Open-
ing their treasures, theyoffered tohimgifts:
gold, frankincense, andmyrrh.

12Being warned in a dream not to return
toHerod, theywent back to their own coun-
try another way.

13Now when they had departed, behold,
an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in
a dream, saying, “Arise and take the young
child and his mother, and flee into Egypt,
and stay there until I tell you, forHerodwill
seek the young child to destroy him.”

14 He arose and took the young child
and his mother by night and departed into
Egypt,

15andwas there until the death of Herod,
that it might be fulfilled which was spoken
by the Lord through the prophet, saying,
“Out of Egypt I calledmy son.”*

16 Then Herod, when he saw that he was
mocked by the wise men, was exceedingly
angry, and sent out and killed all the male
children who were in Bethlehem and in
all the surrounding countryside, from two
years old and under, according to the exact
time which he had learnt from the wise
men.

17 Then that which was spoken by
Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled, saying,
18 “A voice was heard in Ramah,

lamentation, weeping and great
mourning,

Rachel weeping for her children;
she wouldn’t be comforted,
because they are nomore.”*

19 But when Herod was dead, behold, an
angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to
Joseph in Egypt, saying,

20 “Arise and take the young child and his
mother, and go into the land of Israel, for
those who sought the young child’s life are
dead.”

21He arose and took the young child and
hismother, and came into the land of Israel.

22But when he heard that Archelaus was
reigning over Judea in the place of his fa-
ther, Herod, hewas afraid to go there. Being
warned in a dream, he withdrew into the
region of Galilee,

23 and came and lived in a city called
Nazareth; that it might be fulfilled which
was spoken through the prophets that he
will be called a Nazarene.

3
1 In those days, John the Baptiser came,

preaching in the wilderness of Judea, say-
ing,

2“Repent, for theKingdomofHeaven is at
hand!”

3 For this is he who was spoken of by
Isaiah the prophet, saying,
“The voice of one crying in the wilderness,

make the way of the Lord ready!
Make his paths straight!”*

4NowJohnhimselfworeclothingmadeof
camel’s hair with a leather belt around his
waist. His food was locusts and wild honey.

5 Then people from Jerusalem, all of
Judea, and all the region around the Jordan
went out to him.

6 They were baptised by him in the Jor-
dan, confessing their sins.

7But when he sawmany of the Pharisees
and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he
said to them, “You offspring of vipers, who
warned you to flee from thewrath to come?

8 Therefore produce fruit worthy of re-
pentance!

9 Don’t think to yourselves, ‘We have
Abraham for our father,’ for I tell you that
God is able to raise up children to Abraham
from these stones.

10 Even now the axe lies at the root of
the trees. Therefore every tree that doesn’t
produce good fruit is cut down, and cast
into the fire.

11 “I indeed baptise you in water for re-
pentance, but he who comes after me is
mightier than I, whose sandals I am not
worthy to carry. He will baptise you in the
Holy Spirit.†

12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and
he will thoroughly cleanse his threshing
floor. He will gather his wheat into the
barn, but the chaff he will burn up with
unquenchable fire.”

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the
Jordan‡ to John, to be baptised by him.

14 But John would have hindered him,
saying, “I need to be baptised by you, and
you come tome?”

* 2:15: Hosea 11:1 * 2:18: Jeremiah 31:15 * 3:3: Isaiah 40:3 † 3:11: TR andNU add “andwith fire” ‡ 3:13:
i.e., the Jordan River
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15 But Jesus, answering, said to him, “Al-
low it now, for this is the fitting way for
us to fulfil all righteousness.” Then he
allowed him.

16 Jesus, when he was baptised, went up
directly from the water: and behold, the
heavens were opened to him. He saw the
Spirit of God descending as a dove, and
coming on him.

17Behold, a voice out of the heavens said,
“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am
well pleased.”

4
1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into

the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.
2Whenhe had fasted forty days and forty

nights, he was hungry afterward.
3 The tempter came and said to him, “If

you are the SonofGod, command that these
stones become bread.”

4 But he answered, “It is written, ‘Man
shall not live by bread alone, but by
every word that proceeds out of God’s
mouth.’ ”*

5 Then the devil took him into the holy
city. He set him on the pinnacle of the
temple,

6 and said to him, “If you are the Son of
God, throw yourself down, for it is written,
‘He will command his angels concerning

you,’ and,
‘On their hands they will bear you up,

so that you don’t dash your foot against
a stone.’ ”*

7 Jesus said to him, “Again, it is written,
‘Youshallnot test theLord, yourGod.’ ”*

8 Again, the devil took him to an exceed-
ingly high mountain, and showed him all
the kingdoms of the world and their glory.

9 He said to him, “I will give you all of
these things, if you will fall down and wor-
ship me.”

10 Then Jesus said to him, “Get behind
me,† Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall
worship the Lord your God, and you
shall serve him only.’ ” *

11 Then the devil left him, and behold,
angels came and served him.

12 Now when Jesus heard that John was
delivered up, he withdrew into Galilee.

13 Leaving Nazareth, he came and lived
in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the
region of Zebulun and Naphtali,

14 that it might be fulfilled which was
spoken through Isaiah the prophet, saying,

15 “The land of Zebulun and the land of
Naphtali,

towards the sea, beyond the Jordan,
Galilee of the Gentiles,

16 the people who sat in darkness saw a
great light;

to those who sat in the region and
shadow of death,

to them light has dawned.”*
17 From that time, Jesus began to preach,

and to say, “Repent! For the Kingdom of
Heaven is at hand.”

18Walking by the sea of Galilee, he‡ saw
two brothers: Simon, who is called Peter,
and Andrew, his brother, casting a net into
the sea; for they were fishermen.

19He said to them, “Come afterme, and
I will make you fishers formen.”

20 They immediately left their nets and
followed him.

21Going on from there, he saw two other
brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and
John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee
their father, mending their nets. He called
them.

22 They immediately left the boat and
their father, and followed him.

23 Jesuswent about in all Galilee, teaching
in their synagogues, preaching the Good
News of the Kingdom, and healing every
disease and every sickness amongst the
people.

24 The report about him went out into all
Syria. They brought to him all who were
sick, afflictedwith various diseases and tor-
ments, possessed with demons, epileptics,
and paralytics; and he healed them.

25Greatmultitudes fromGalilee, Decapo-
lis, Jerusalem, Judea, and from beyond the
Jordan followed him.

5
1 Seeing the multitudes, he went up onto

the mountain. When he had sat down, his
disciples came to him.

2He opened his mouth and taught them,
saying,
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,

for theirs is the Kingdom of
Heaven.*

4Blessed are those whomourn,
for they shall be comforted.*

5Blessed are the gentle,
for they shall inherit the earth.†*

6 Blessed are those who hunger and
thirst for righteousness,

for they shall be filled.
* 4:4: Deuteronomy 8:3 * 4:6: Psalms 91:11-12 * 4:7: Deuteronomy 6:16 † 4:10: TR and NU read “Go away”
instead of “Get behindme” * 4:10: Deuteronomy 6:13 * 4:16: Isaiah 9:1-2 ‡ 4:18: TR reads “Jesus” instead of
“he” * 5:3: Isaiah 57:15; 66:2 * 5:4: Isaiah 61:2; 66:10,13 † 5:5: or, land. * 5:5: Psalms 37:11
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7Blessed are themerciful,
for they shall obtainmercy.

8Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they shall see God.

9Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they shall be called children of
God.

10Blessed are those who have been per-
secuted for righteousness’ sake,

for theirs is theKingdomofHeaven.
11 “Blessed are you when people re-

proach you, persecute you, and say all
kinds of evil against you falsely, for my
sake.

12 Rejoice, and be exceedingly glad,
for great is your reward in heaven.
For that is how they persecuted the
prophets whowere before you.

13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if
the salt has lost its flavour, with what
will it be salted? It is then good for
nothing, but to be cast out and trodden
under the feet ofmen.

14 “You are the light of the world. A
city located on a hill can’t be hidden.

15Neither do you light a lamp and put
it under a measuring basket, but on a
stand; and it shines to all who are in the
house.

16 Even so, let your light shine be-
fore men, that they may see your good
works and glorify your Father who is in
heaven.

17 “Don’t think that I came to destroy
the lawor the prophets. I didn’t come to
destroy, but to fulfil.

18 For most certainly, I tell you, un-
til heaven and earth pass away, not
even one smallest letter‡ or one tiny
pen stroke§ shall in any way pass away
from the law, until all things are accom-
plished.

19Therefore, whoever shall break one
of these least commandments and teach
others to do so, shall be called least in
the Kingdom of Heaven; but whoever
shall do and teach them shall be called
great in the Kingdom of Heaven.

20 For I tell you that unless your righ-
teousness exceeds that of the scribes
and Pharisees, there is no way you will
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven.

21 “You have heard that it was said to
the ancient ones, ‘You shall not mur-
der;’* and ‘Whoever murders will be in
danger of the judgement.’

22 But I tell you that everyone who is
angry with his brother without a cause
† will be in danger of the judgement.
Whoever says to his brother, ‘Raca!’ ‡

will be in danger of the council. Who-
ever says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of
the fire of Gehenna.§

23 “If therefore you are offering your
gift at the altar, and there remember
that your brother has anything against
you,

24 leave your gift there before the al-
tar, and go yourway. First be reconciled
to your brother, and then come and of-
fer your gift.

25 Agree with your adversary quickly
while you are with him on the way; lest
perhaps the prosecutor deliver you to
the judge, and the judge deliver you to
the officer, and you be cast into prison.

26Mostcertainly I tell you, youshallby
nomeans get out of there until youhave
paid the last penny.†

27 “You have heard that it was said, ‡
‘You shall not commit adultery;’*

28 but I tell you that everyone who
gazes at a woman to lust after her has
committed adultery with her already in
his heart.

29 If your right eye causes you to stum-
ble, pluck it out and throw it away from
you. For it is more profitable for you
that oneof yourmembers shouldperish
than for your whole body to be cast into
Gehenna.§

30 If your right hand causes you to
stumble, cut it off, and throw it away
from you. For it is more profitable for
you that one of your members should
perish, than for your whole body to be
cast into Gehenna.†

31 “It was also said, ‘Whoever shall put
away his wife, let him give her a writing
of divorce,’*

32 but I tell you that whoever puts
away his wife, except for the cause of
sexual immorality, makes her an adul-
teress; and whoever marries her when
she is put away commits adultery.

‡ 5:18: literally, iota § 5:18: or, serif * 5:21: Exodus 20:13 † 5:22: NU omits “without a cause”. ‡ 5:22:

“Raca” is an Aramaic insult, related to the word for “empty” and conveying the idea of empty-headedness. § 5:22:
or, Hell † 5:26: literally, kodrantes. A kodrantes was a small copper coin worth about 2 lepta (widow’s mites)—not

enough to buy verymuch of anything. ‡ 5:27: TR adds “to the ancients”. * 5:27: Exodus 20:14 § 5:29: or, Hell
† 5:30: or, Hell * 5:31: Deuteronomy 24:1 * 5:33: Numbers 30:2; Deuteronomy 23:21; Ecclesiastes 5:4
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33 “Again you have heard that it was
said to the ancient ones, ‘You shall not
make false vows, but shall perform to
the Lord your vows,’*

34 but I tell you, don’t swear at all:
neither by heaven, for it is the throne of
God;

35 nor by the earth, for it is the foot-
stool of his feet; nor by Jerusalem, for it
is the city of the great King.

36 Neither shall you swear by your
head, for you can’t make one hair white
or black.

37 But let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes’ and your
‘No’ be ‘No.’ Whatever is more than
these is of the evil one.

38“Youhaveheard that itwas said, ‘An
eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.’*

39 But I tell you, don’t resist him who
is evil; but whoever strikes you on your
right cheek, turn to him the other also.

40 If anyone sues you to takeawayyour
coat, let him have your cloak also.

41 Whoever compels you to go one
mile, go with him two.

42Give to himwho asks you, and don’t
turn away him who desires to borrow
from you.

43 “You have heard that it was said,
‘You shall love your neighbour * and
hate your enemy.’‡

44 But I tell you, love your enemies,
bless those who curse you, do good to
those who hate you, and pray for those
whomistreat you and persecute you,

45 that youmay be children of your Fa-
ther who is in heaven. For hemakes his
sun to rise on the evil and the good, and
sends rain on the just and the unjust.

46 For if you love those who love you,
what reward do you have? Don’t even
the tax collectors do the same?

47 If you only greet your friends, what
more do you do than others? Don’t even
the tax collectors§ do the same?

48Therefore you shall be perfect, just
as your Father in heaven is perfect.

6
1 “Be careful that you don’t do your

charitable giving† before men, to be
seen by them, or else you have no
reward from your Father who is in
heaven.

2 Therefore, when you do merciful
deeds, don’t sound a trumpet before
yourself, as the hypocrites do in the

synagogues and in the streets, that they
may get glory frommen. Most certainly
I tell you, they have received their re-
ward.

3 But when you do merciful deeds,
don’t let your left hand knowwhat your
right hand does,

4 so that your merciful deeds may be
in secret, then your Father who sees in
secret will reward you openly.

5 “When you pray, you shall not be as
the hypocrites, for they love to stand
and pray in the synagogues and in the
corners of the streets, that they may be
seen by men. Most certainly, I tell you,
they have received their reward.

6 But you, when you pray, enter into
your inner room, and having shut your
door, pray to your Father who is in se-
cret; and your Father who sees in secret
will reward you openly.

7 In praying, don’t use vain repetitions
as the Gentiles do; for they think that
theywill be heard for theirmuch speak-
ing.

8 Therefore don’t be like them, for
yourFatherknowswhat thingsyouneed
before you ask him.

9Pray like this:
“ ‘Our Father in heaven,may your name

be kept holy.
10Let your Kingdom come.

Let yourwill bedoneonearthas it is
in heaven.

11Give us today our daily bread.
12Forgive us our debts,

as we also forgive our debtors.
13Bring us not into temptation,

but deliver us from the evil one.
For yours is the Kingdom, the power,

and the glory forever. Amen.’‡
14 “For if you forgive men their tres-

passes, your heavenly Father will also
forgive you.

15 But if you don’t forgive men their
trespasses, neitherwill your Father for-
give your trespasses.

16 “Moreover when you fast, don’t be
like the hypocrites, with sad faces. For
they disfigure their faces that they may
be seen by men to be fasting. Most cer-
tainly I tellyou, theyhavereceivedtheir
reward.

17But you, when you fast, anoint your
head andwash your face,

18 so that you are not seen by men to
be fasting, but by your Father who is

* 5:38: Exodus 21:24; Leviticus 24:20; Deuteronomy 19:21 * 5:43: Leviticus 19:18 ‡ 5:43: not in the Bible, but

see QumranManual of Discipline Ix, 21-26 § 5:47: NU reads “Gentiles” instead of “tax collectors”. † 6:1: NU reads
“acts of righteousness” instead of “charitable giving” ‡ 6:13: NU omits “For yours is the Kingdom, the power, and the
glory forever. Amen.”
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in secret; and your Father, who sees in
secret, will reward you.

19 “Don’t lay up treasures for your-
selves on the earth, where moth and
rust consume, and where thieves break
through and steal;

20 but lay up for yourselves treasures
in heaven, where neither moth nor
rust consume, and where thieves don’t
break through and steal;

21 for where your treasure is, there
your heart will be also.

22 “The lamp of the body is the eye. If
therefore your eye is sound, yourwhole
body will be full of light.

23 But if your eye is evil, your whole
body will be full of darkness. If there-
fore the light that is in you is darkness,
how great is the darkness!

24 “No one can serve two masters, for
either he will hate the one and love the
other, or else he will be devoted to one
and despise the other. You can’t serve
both God andMammon.

25 Therefore I tell you, don’t be anx-
ious for your life: what you will eat, or
what you will drink; nor yet for your
body, what you will wear. Isn’t life
more than food, and thebodymore than
clothing?

26 See the birds of the sky, that they
don’t sow, neither do they reap, nor
gather into barns. Your heavenly Fa-
ther feeds them. Aren’t you of much
more value than they?

27 “Which of you by being anxious, can
add onemoment§ to his lifespan?

28 Why are you anxious about cloth-
ing? Consider the lilies of the field, how
they grow. They don’t toil, neither do
they spin,

29 yet I tell you that even Solomon in
all his glory was not dressed like one of
these.

30But if God so clothes the grass of the
field, which today exists and tomorrow
is thrown into the oven, won’t he much
more clothe you, you of little faith?

31 “Therefore don’t be anxious, say-
ing, ‘What will we eat?’, ‘What will
we drink?’ or, ‘With what will we be
clothed?’

32For the Gentiles seek after all these
things; for your heavenly Father knows
that you need all these things.

33But seekfirstGod’sKingdomandhis
righteousness; and all these things will
be given to you as well.

34 Therefore don’t be anxious for to-
morrow, for tomorrow will be anxious

for itself. Each day’s own evil is suffi-
cient.

7
1 “Don’t judge, so that you won’t be

judged.
2 For with whatever judgement you

judge, you will be judged; and with
whatever measure you measure, it will
bemeasured to you.

3 Why do you see the speck that is in
your brother’s eye, but don’t consider
the beam that is in your own eye?

4 Or how will you tell your brother,
‘Let me remove the speck from your
eye,’ and behold, the beam is in your
own eye?

5 You hypocrite! First remove the
beam out of your own eye, and then you
can see clearly to remove the speck out
of your brother’s eye.

6 “Don’t give that which is holy to the
dogs, neither throw your pearls before
thepigs, lestperhaps they trample them
under their feet, and turn and tear you
to pieces.

7 “Ask, and it will be given you. Seek,
and you will find. Knock, and it will be
opened for you.

8 For everyone who asks receives. He
who seeks finds. To him who knocks it
will be opened.

9Or who is there amongst you who, if
his son asks him for bread,will give him
a stone?

10Or if he asks for a fish, whowill give
him a serpent?

11 If you then, being evil, know how
to give good gifts to your children, how
much more will your Father who is in
heaven give good things to those who
ask him!

12 Therefore, whatever you desire for
men to do to you, you shall also do
to them; for this is the law and the
prophets.

13 “Enter in by the narrow gate; for
the gate is wide and the way is broad
that leads to destruction, and there are
manywho enter in by it.

14How†narrow is the gate and theway
is restricted that leads to life! There are
fewwho find it.

15 “Beware of false prophets, who
come to you in sheep’s clothing, but in-
wardly are ravening wolves.

16 By their fruits you will know them.
Doyougathergrapes fromthornsorfigs
from thistles?

§ 6:27: literally, cubit † 7:14: TR reads “Because” instead of “How”
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17 Even so, every good tree produces
good fruit, but the corrupt tree pro-
duces evil fruit.

18A good tree can’t produce evil fruit,
neither cana corrupt treeproduce good
fruit.

19 Every tree that doesn’t grow good
fruit is cut down and thrown into the
fire.

20 Therefore by their fruits you will
know them.

21 “Not everyone who says to me,
‘Lord,Lord,’will enter into theKingdom
of Heaven, but he who does the will of
my Father who is in heaven.

22Many will tell me in that day, ‘Lord,
Lord, didn’t we prophesy in your name,
in your name cast out demons, and in
your name domanymighty works?’

23 Then I will tell them, ‘I never knew
you. Depart from me, you who work
iniquity.’

24 “Everyone therefore who hears
these words of mine and does them, I
will liken him to a wise man who built
his house on the rock.

25 The rain came down, the floods
came, and the winds blew and beat on
that house; and it didn’t fall, for it was
founded on the rock.

26Everyone who hears these words of
mine and doesn’t do them will be like a
foolish man who built his house on the
sand.

27 The rain came down, the floods
came, and the winds blew and beat on
that house; and it fell—and its fall was
great.”

28 When Jesus had finished saying these
things, the multitudes were astonished at
his teaching,

29 for he taught them with authority, and
not like the scribes.

8
1 When he came down from the moun-

tain, great multitudes followed him.
2 Behold, a leper came to him and wor-

shipped him, saying, “Lord, if you want to,
you canmakeme clean.”

3 Jesus stretched out his hand and
touched him, saying, “I want to. Be made
clean.” Immediately his leprosy was
cleansed.

4 Jesus said to him, “See that you tell
nobody; but go, show yourself to the
priest, andoffer thegift thatMoses com-
manded, as a testimony to them.”

5When he came into Capernaum, a cen-
turion came to him, asking him for help,

6 saying, “Lord, my servant lies in the
house paralysed, grievously tormented.”

7 Jesus said to him, “Iwill comeandheal
him.”

8 The centurion answered, “Lord, I’m not
worthy for you to come under my roof.
Just say the word, and my servant will be
healed.

9 For I am also a man under authority,
having undermyself soldiers. I tell this one,
‘Go,’ and he goes; and tell another, ‘Come,’
and he comes; and tell my servant, ‘Do this,’
and he does it.”

10When Jesus heard it, he marvelled and
said to those who followed, “Most cer-
tainly I tell you, I haven’t found so great
a faith, not even in Israel.

11 I tell you that many will come from
the east and the west, and will sit down
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the
Kingdom of Heaven,

12but the childrenof theKingdomwill
be thrown out into the outer darkness.
There will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.”

13 Jesus said to the centurion, “Go your
way. Let it be done for you as you have
believed.” His servant was healed in that
hour.

14 When Jesus came into Peter’s house,
he saw his wife’s mother lying sick with a
fever.

15He touched her hand, and the fever left
her. So she got up and served him.†

16 When evening came, they brought to
him many possessed with demons. He cast
out the spirits with a word, and healed all
who were sick,

17 that it might be fulfilled which was
spoken through Isaiah the prophet, saying,
“He took our infirmities and bore our dis-
eases.”*

18Now when Jesus saw great multitudes
around him, he gave the order to depart to
the other side.

19 A scribe came and said to him,
“Teacher, I will follow you wherever you
go.”

20 Jesus said to him, “The foxes have
holesandthebirdsof theskyhavenests,
but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay
his head.”

21 Another of his disciples said to him,
“Lord, allow me first to go and bury my
father.”

22But Jesus said to him, “Followme, and
leave the dead to bury their own dead.”

23 When he got into a boat, his disciples
followed him.

† 8:15: TR reads “them” instead of “him” * 8:17: Isaiah 53:4
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24Behold, a violent storm came up on the
sea, somuch that the boatwas coveredwith
the waves; but he was asleep.

25 The disciples came to him and woke
him up, saying, “Save us, Lord! We are
dying!”

26Hesaid to them, “Whyareyoufearful,
O you of little faith?” Then he got up,
rebuked the wind and the sea, and there
was a great calm.

27Themenmarvelled, saying, “Whatkind
of man is this, that even the wind and the
sea obey him?”

28 When he came to the other side, into
the country of the Gergesenes,‡ two people
possessed by demons met him there, com-
ing out of the tombs, exceedingly fierce, so
that nobody could pass that way.

29 Behold, they cried out, saying, “What
do we have to do with you, Jesus, Son of
God? Have you come here to torment us
before the time?”

30 Now there was a herd of many pigs
feeding far away from them.

31Thedemonsbeggedhim, saying, “If you
cast us out, permit us to go away into the
herd of pigs.”

32He said to them, “Go!”
They came out and went into the herd

of pigs; and behold, the whole herd of pigs
rushed down the cliff into the sea and died
in the water.

33 Those who fed them fled and went
away into the city and told everything, in-
cluding what happened to those who were
possessed with demons.

34 Behold, all the city came out to meet
Jesus. When they sawhim, theybegged that
he would depart from their borders.

9
1He entered into a boat and crossed over,

and came into his own city.
2Behold, they brought to him aman who

was paralysed, lying on a bed. Jesus, see-
ing their faith, said to the paralytic, “Son,
cheer up! Your sins are forgiven you.”

3Behold, someof the scribes said to them-
selves, “This man blasphemes.”

4 Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said,
“Why do you think evil in your hearts?

5 For which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins
are forgiven;’ or to say, ‘Get up, and
walk’?

6 But that you may know that the Son
ofManhas authority on earth to forgive
sins—” (then he said to the paralytic), “Get
up, and takeup yourmat, and go to your
house.”

7He arose and departed to his house.

8 But when the multitudes saw it, they
marvelledandglorifiedGod,whohadgiven
such authority to men.

9As Jesus passed by from there, he saw a
mancalledMatthewsitting at the tax collec-
tionoffice. He said tohim, “Followme.” He
got up and followed him.

10Ashe sat in thehouse, behold,many tax
collectors and sinners came and sat down
with Jesus and his disciples.

11 When the Pharisees saw it, they said
to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat
with tax collectors and sinners?”

12 When Jesus heard it, he said to them,
“Thosewhoarehealthyhavenoneedfor
a physician, but those who are sick do.

13 But you go and learn what this
means: ‘I desire mercy, and not sacri-
fice,’* for I came not to call the righ-
teous, but sinners to repentance.”†

14Then John’s disciples came to him, say-
ing, “Why do we and the Pharisees fast
often, but your disciples don’t fast?”

15 Jesus said to them, “Can the friends
of the bridegroommourn as long as the
bridegroom is with them? But the days
will come when the bridegroom will be
taken away from them, and then they
will fast.

16 No one puts a piece of unshrunk
cloth on an old garment; for the patch
would tear away from the garment, and
aworse hole ismade.

17Neither dopeople put newwine into
old wineskins, or else the skins would
burst, and the wine be spilled, and the
skins ruined. No, they put new wine
into fresh wineskins, and both are pre-
served.”

18 While he told these things to them,
behold, a ruler came and worshipped him,
saying, “My daughter has just died, but
comeand lay your handonher, and shewill
live.”

19 Jesus got up and followed him, as did
his disciples.

20Behold, a woman who had a discharge
of blood for twelve years came behind him,
and touched the fringe‡ of his garment;

21 for she said within herself, “If I just
touch his garment, I will be made well.”

22 But Jesus, turning around and seeing
her, said, “Daughter, cheer up! Your
faithhasmadeyouwell.” And thewoman
wasmade well from that hour.

23When Jesus came into the ruler’s house
and saw the flute players and the crowd in
noisy disorder,

‡ 8:28: NU reads “Gadarenes” * 9:13: Hosea 6:6 † 9:13: NU omits “to repentance”. ‡ 9:20: or, tassel



Matthew 9:24 1036 Matthew 10:22

24he said to them, “Makeroom,because
the girl isn’t dead, but sleeping.”
They were ridiculing him.
25 But when the crowd was sent out, he

entered in, took her by the hand, and the
girl arose.

26The report of this went out into all that
land.

27 As Jesus passed by from there, two
blind men followed him, calling out and
saying, “Havemercy on us, son of David!”

28When he had come into the house, the
blind men came to him. Jesus said to them,
“Do you believe that I am able to do
this?”
They told him, “Yes, Lord.”
29 Then he touched their eyes, saying,

“According to your faith be it done to
you.”

30 Then their eyes were opened. Je-
sus strictly commanded them, saying, “See
that no one knows about this.”

31 But they went out and spread abroad
his fame in all that land.

32 As they went out, behold, a mute man
who was demon possessed was brought to
him.

33When thedemonwas cast out, themute
man spoke. The multitudes marvelled, say-
ing, “Nothing like this has ever been seen in
Israel!”

34But the Pharisees said, “By the prince of
the demons, he casts out demons.”

35 Jesus went about all the cities and the
villages, teaching in their synagogues and
preaching the Good News of the Kingdom,
and healing every disease and every sick-
ness amongst the people.

36 But when he saw the multitudes, he
was moved with compassion for them be-
cause they were harassed§ and scattered,
like sheep without a shepherd.

37Then he said to his disciples, “The har-
vest indeed is plentiful, but the labour-
ers are few.

38 Pray therefore that the Lord of the
harvest will send out labourers into his
harvest.”

10
1 He called to himself his twelve disci-

ples, and gave them authority over unclean
spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every
disease and every sickness.

2 Now the names of the twelve apostles
are these. The first, Simon, who is called
Peter; Andrew, his brother; James the son
of Zebedee; John, his brother;

3Philip; Bartholomew; Thomas;Matthew
the tax collector; James the sonofAlphaeus;
Lebbaeus, whowas also called† Thaddaeus;

4 Simon the Zealot; and Judas Iscariot,
who also betrayed him.

5 Jesus sent these twelve out and com-
manded them, saying, “Don’t go amongst
the Gentiles, and don’t enter into any
city of the Samaritans.

6 Rather, go to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel.

7As you go, preach, saying, ‘The King-
dom of Heaven is at hand!’

8 Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers,‡
and cast out demons. Freely you re-
ceived, so freely give.

9 Don’t take any gold, silver, or brass
in yourmoney belts.

10 Take no bag for your journey, nei-
ther two coats, nor sandals, nor staff:
for the labourer is worthy of his food.

11 Into whatever city or village you
enter, find out who in it is worthy, and
stay there until you go on.

12 As you enter into the household,
greet it.

13 If the household is worthy, let your
peace come on it, but if it isn’t worthy,
let your peace return to you.

14 Whoever doesn’t receive you or
hear your words, as you go out of that
house or that city, shake the dust off
your feet.

15 Most certainly I tell you, it will be
more tolerable for the land of Sodom
and Gomorrah in the day of judgement
than for that city.

16 “Behold, I send you out as sheep
amongst wolves. Therefore be wise as
serpents and harmless as doves.

17 But beware of men, for they will
deliver you up to councils, and in their
synagogues they will scourge you.

18Yes, and you will be brought before
governors and kings for my sake, for a
testimony to them and to the nations.

19But when they deliver you up, don’t
be anxious how orwhat youwill say, for
itwillbegivenyou in thathourwhatyou
will say.

20 For it is not you who speak, but the
Spirit of your Father who speaks in you.

21 “Brother will deliver up brother to
death, andthe fatherhis child. Children
will rise up against parents and cause
them to be put to death.

22You will be hated by all men for my
name’s sake, but he who endures to the
endwill be saved.

§ 9:36: TR reads “weary” instead of “harassed” † 10:3: NU omits “Lebbaeus, who was also called” ‡ 10:8: TR
adds “raise the dead,”
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23But when they persecute you in this
city, flee into the next, for most cer-
tainly I tell you, you will not have gone
through the cities of Israel until the Son
ofMan has come.

24 “A disciple is not above his teacher,
nor a servant above his lord.

25 It is enough for the disciple that he
be like his teacher, and the servant like
his lord. If they have called the mas-
ter of the house Beelzebul,§ how much
more those of his household!

26 Therefore don’t be afraid of them,
for there is nothing covered that will
not be revealed, or hidden that will not
be known.

27 What I tell you in the darkness,
speak in the light; and what you hear
whispered in the ear, proclaim on the
housetops.

28Don’t be afraid of those who kill the
body, but are not able to kill the soul.
Rather, fear him who is able to destroy
both soul and body in Gehenna.†

29 “Aren’t two sparrows sold for an
assarion coin?‡ Not one of them falls
to the ground apart from your Father’s
will.

30 But the very hairs of your head are
all numbered.

31 Therefore don’t be afraid. You are
ofmore value thanmany sparrows.

32 Everyone therefore who confesses
me before men, I will also confess him
beforemy Father who is in heaven.

33Butwhoever deniesme beforemen,
I will also deny him before my Father
who is in heaven.

34 “Don’t think that I came to send
peaceon theearth. I didn’t come to send
peace, but a sword.

35 For I came to set a man at odds
against his father, and a daughter
against her mother, and a daughter-in-
law against hermother-in-law.

36Aman’s foeswill be those of his own
household.*

37Hewho loves fatherormothermore
than me is not worthy of me; and he
who loves son or daughter more than
me isn’t worthy ofme.

38 He who doesn’t take his cross and
follow afterme isn’t worthy ofme.

39Hewho seeks his lifewill lose it; and
hewho loseshis life formysakewillfind
it.

40 “He who receives you receives me,
and he who receives me receives him
who sentme.

41 He who receives a prophet in
the name of a prophet will receive a
prophet’s reward. He who receives
a righteous man in the name of a
righteous man will receive a righteous
man’s reward.

42 Whoever gives one of these little
ones just a cup of cold water to drink in
the name of a disciple, most certainly
I tell you, he will in no way lose his
reward.”

11
1 When Jesus had finished directing his

twelve disciples, he departed from there to
teach and preach in their cities.

2Now when John heard in the prison the
works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples

3and said to him, “Are youhewho comes,
or should we look for another?”

4 Jesusanswered them, “Goandtell John
the things which you hear and see:

5 the blind receive their sight, the
lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the
deaf hear,* the dead are raised up, and
the poor have good news preached to
them.*

6 Blessed is he who finds no occasion
for stumbling inme.”

7 As these went their way, Jesus began
to say to the multitudes concerning John,
“Whatdidyougoout into thewilderness
to see? A reed shaken by the wind?

8 But what did you go out to see? A
man in soft clothing? Behold, thosewho
wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses.

9 But why did you go out? To see a
prophet? Yes, I tell you, andmuchmore
than a prophet.

10 For this is he, of whom it is written,
‘Behold, I send my messenger before
your face, who will prepare your way
before you.’*

11 Most certainly I tell you, amongst
those who are born of women there has
not arisen anyone greater than John the
Baptiser; yet he who is least in the King-
dom of Heaven is greater than he.

12 From the days of John the Baptiser
until now, the Kingdom of Heaven suf-
fers violence, and the violent take it by
force.†

13 For all the prophets and the law
prophesied until John.

§ 10:25: Literally, Lord of the Flies, or the devil † 10:28: or, Hell. ‡ 10:29: An assarion is a small coin worth one
tenth of a drachma or a sixteenth of a denarius. An assarion is approximately the wages of one half hour of agricultural
labour. * 10:36: Micah 7:6 * 11:5: Isaiah 35:5 * 11:5: Isaiah 61:1-4 * 11:10: Malachi 3:1 † 11:12: or,
plunder it.
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14 If youarewilling to receive it, this is
Elijah, who is to come.

15 He who has ears to hear, let him
hear.

16 “But to what shall I compare this
generation? It is like children sitting
in the marketplaces, who call to their
companions

17and say, ‘Weplayed theflute for you,
and you didn’t dance. We mourned for
you, and you didn’t lament.’

18 For John came neither eating nor
drinking, and they say, ‘He has a de-
mon.’

19 The Son of Man came eating and
drinking, and they say, ‘Behold, a glut-
tonousman and a drunkard, a friend of
tax collectors and sinners!’ But wisdom
is justified by her children.”‡

20Thenhe began to denounce the cities in
which most of his mighty works had been
done, because they didn’t repent.

21 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you,
Bethsaida! For if the mighty works had
beendone inTyre andSidonwhichwere
done in you, they would have repented
long ago in sackcloth and ashes.

22 But I tell you, it will be more toler-
able for Tyre and Sidon on the day of
judgement than for you.

23You,Capernaum,whoareexalted to
heaven, you will go down to Hades. §
For if themightyworkshadbeendone in
Sodomwhichweredone in you, itwould
have remained until today.

24 But I tell you that it will be more
tolerable for the land of Sodom on the
day of judgement, than for you.”

25At that time, Jesus answered, “I thank
you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
that you hid these things from the wise
and understanding, and revealed them
to infants.

26 Yes, Father, for so it was well-
pleasing in your sight.

27All thingshavebeendelivered tome
by my Father. No one knows the Son,
except the Father; neither does anyone
know the Father, except the Son and he
to whom the Son desires to reveal him.

28“Cometome, all youwho labourand
are heavily burdened, and I will give
you rest.

29 Take my yoke upon you and learn
from me, for I am gentle and humble
in heart; and you will find rest for your
souls.

30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden
is light.”

12
1At that time, Jesus went on the Sabbath

day through the grain fields. His disciples
were hungry and began to pluck heads of
grain and to eat.

2But the Pharisees, when they saw it, said
to him, “Behold, your disciples do what is
not lawful to do on the Sabbath.”

3But he said to them, “Haven’t you read
what David did when he was hungry,
and those whowere with him:

4howhe entered into God’s house and
ate the show bread, which was not law-
ful for him to eat, nor for those who
werewithhim,butonly for thepriests?*

5 Or have you not read in the law
that on the Sabbath day the priests in
the temple profane the Sabbath and are
guiltless?

6 But I tell you that one greater than
the temple is here.

7 But if you had known what this
means, ‘I desire mercy, and not sac-
rifice,’* you wouldn’t have condemned
the guiltless.

8 For the Son of Man is Lord of the
Sabbath.”

9 He departed from there and went into
their synagogue.

10 And behold, there was a man with a
withered hand. They asked him, “Is it law-
ful to heal on the Sabbath day?” so that they
might accuse him.

11He said to them, “What man is there
amongst you who has one sheep, and if
this one falls into a pit on the Sabbath
day,won’t he grabon to it and lift it out?

12 Of how much more value then is a
man than a sheep! Therefore it is lawful
to do good on the Sabbath day.”

13 Then he told the man, “Stretch out
your hand.” He stretched it out; and it was
restored whole, just like the other.

14 But the Pharisees went out and con-
spired against him, how theymight destroy
him.

15 Jesus, perceiving that, withdrew from
there. Great multitudes followed him; and
he healed them all,

16and commanded them that they should
not make him known,

17 that it might be fulfilled which was
spoken through Isaiah the prophet, saying,
18“Behold,myservantwhomIhave chosen,

my beloved in whom my soul is well
pleased.

I will put my Spirit on him.
He will proclaim justice to the nations.

19Hewill not strive, nor shout,

‡ 11:19: NU reads “actions” instead of “children” § 11:23: or, Hell * 12:4: 1 Samuel 21:3-6 * 12:7: Hosea 6:6
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neither will anyone hear his voice in
the streets.

20Hewon’t break a bruised reed.
He won’t quench a smoking flax,

until he leads justice to victory.
21 In his name, the nations will hope.”*

22 Then one possessed by a demon, blind
and mute, was brought to him; and he
healed him, so that the blind andmuteman
both spoke and saw.

23 All the multitudes were amazed, and
said, “Can this be the son of David?”

24 But when the Pharisees heard it, they
said, “This man does not cast out demons
except by Beelzebul, the prince of the
demons.”

25 Knowing their thoughts, Jesus said to
them, “Every kingdom divided against
itself isbrought todesolation, andevery
city or house divided against itself will
not stand.

26 If Satan casts out Satan, he is di-
vided against himself. How thenwill his
kingdom stand?

27 If I by Beelzebul cast out demons, by
whom do your children cast them out?
Therefore they will be your judges.

28But if I by the Spirit of God cast out
demons, then God’s Kingdom has come
upon you.

29 Or how can one enter into the
house of the strong man and plunder
his goods, unless hefirst bind the strong
man? Then hewill plunder his house.

30 “He who is not with me is against
me, and he who doesn’t gather withme,
scatters.

31 Therefore I tell you, every sin and
blasphemywill be forgivenmen, but the
blasphemy against the Spirit will not be
forgivenmen.

32Whoever speaks a word against the
Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but
whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit,
it will not be forgiven him, either in this
age, or in that which is to come.

33 “Either make the tree good and its
fruit good, ormake the tree corrupt and
its fruit corrupt; for the tree isknownby
its fruit.

34 You offspring of vipers, how can
you, being evil, speak good things? For
out of the abundance of the heart, the
mouth speaks.

35 The good man out of his good trea-
sure† brings out good things, and the
evil man out of his evil treasure brings
out evil things.

36 I tell you that every idle word that
menspeak, theywill giveaccountof it in
the day of judgement.

37 For by your words you will be jus-
tified, and by your words you will be
condemned.”

38 Then certain of the scribes and Phar-
isees answered, “Teacher, we want to see a
sign from you.”

39 But he answered them, “An evil and
adulterous generation seeks after a
sign, but no sign will be given to it but
the sign of Jonah the prophet.

40 For as Jonah was three days and
threenights in thebelly of thehugefish,
so will the Son ofMan be three days and
three nights in the heart of the earth.

41 The men of Nineveh will stand up
in the judgement with this generation
and will condemn it, for they repented
at the preaching of Jonah; and behold,
someone greater than Jonah is here.

42 The Queen of the South will rise up
in the judgement with this generation
and will condemn it, for she came from
the ends of the earth to hear the wis-
dom of Solomon; and behold, someone
greater than Solomon is here.

43 “When an unclean spirit has gone
out of a man, he passes through water-
lessplaces seeking rest, anddoesn’tfind
it.

44 Then he says, ‘I will return into my
house from which I came;’ and when he
has come back, he finds it empty, swept,
and put in order.

45Then he goes and takeswith himself
seven other spirits more evil than he is,
and they enter in and dwell there. The
last state of that man becomes worse
than the first. Even so will it be also to
this evil generation.”

46While hewas yet speaking to themulti-
tudes, behold, his mother and his brothers
stood outside, seeking to speak to him.

47One said to him, “Behold, your mother
and your brothers stand outside, seeking to
speak to you.”

48 But he answered him who spoke to
him, “Who is my mother? Who are my
brothers?”

49He stretched out his hand towards his
disciples, and said, “Behold, my mother
andmy brothers!

50 For whoever does the will of my Fa-
ther who is in heaven, he is my brother,
and sister, andmother.”

* 12:21: Isaiah 42:1-4 † 12:35: TR adds “of the heart”
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13
1On that day Jesus went out of the house

and sat by the seaside.
2 Great multitudes gathered to him, so

that he entered into a boat and sat; and all
the multitude stood on the beach.

3He spoke to them many things in para-
bles, saying, “Behold, a farmer went out
to sow.

4 As he sowed, some seeds fell by the
roadside, and the birds came and de-
voured them.

5 Others fell on rocky ground, where
they didn’t havemuch soil, and immedi-
ately they sprang up, because they had
no depth of earth.

6 When the sun had risen, they were
scorched. Because they had no root,
they withered away.

7 Others fell amongst thorns. The
thorns grew up and choked them.

8 Others fell on good soil and yielded
fruit: some one hundred times asmuch,
some sixty, and some thirty.

9 He who has ears to hear, let him
hear.”

10 The disciples came, and said to him,
“Why do you speak to them in parables?”

11He answered them, “To you it is given
toknow themysteries of theKingdomof
Heaven, but it is not given to them.

12 For whoever has, to him will be
given, and he will have abundance; but
whoever doesn’t have, from himwill be
taken away even that which he has.

13 Therefore I speak to them in para-
bles, because seeing they don’t see, and
hearing, they don’t hear, neither do
they understand.

14 In them the prophecy of Isaiah is
fulfilled, which says,
‘By hearing youwill hear,

andwill in noway understand;
Seeing youwill see,

andwill in noway perceive;
15 for this people’s heart has grown cal-

lous,
their ears are dull of hearing,
and they have closed their eyes;

or else perhaps they might perceive
with their eyes,

hear with their ears,
understandwith their heart,

andwould turn again,
and I would heal them.’*

16 “But blessed are your eyes, for they
see; and your ears, for they hear.

17 For most certainly I tell you that
many prophets and righteous men de-
sired to see the things which you see,
and didn’t see them; and to hear the
things which you hear, and didn’t hear
them.

18 “Hear, then, the parable of the
farmer.

19When anyone hears the word of the
Kingdom and doesn’t understand it, the
evil one comes and snatches away that
which has been sown in his heart. This
is what was sown by the roadside.

20What was sown on the rocky places,
this is hewhohears theword and imme-
diately with joy receives it;

21yet he has no root in himself, but en-
dures for a while. When oppression or
persecution arises because of the word,
immediately he stumbles.

22Whatwas sown amongst the thorns,
this is he who hears the word, but the
caresof this ageand thedeceitfulnessof
riches choke the word, and he becomes
unfruitful.

23What was sown on the good ground,
this ishewhohears thewordandunder-
stands it, whomost certainly bears fruit
and produces, some one hundred times
asmuch, some sixty, and some thirty.”

24 He set another parable before them,
saying, “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a
manwho sowed good seed in his field,

25 but while people slept, his enemy
came and sowed darnel weeds† also
amongst the wheat, andwent away.

26 But when the blade sprang up and
produced grain, then the darnel weeds
appeared also.

27 The servants of the householder
came and said to him, ‘Sir, didn’t you
sow good seed in your field? Where did
these darnel weeds come from?’

28 “He said to them, ‘An enemy has
done this.’
“Theservantsaskedhim, ‘Doyouwant

us to go and gather themup?’
29 “But he said, ‘No, lest perhaps while

you gather up the darnel weeds, you
root up the wheat with them.

30 Let both grow together until the
harvest, and in the harvest time I will
tell the reapers, “First, gather up the
darnelweeds, and bind them in bundles
to burn them; but gather the wheat into
my barn.” ’ ”

31 He set another parable before them,
saying, “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a

* 13:15: Isaiah 6:9-10 † 13:25: darnel is a weed grass (probably bearded darnel or lolium temulentum) that looks
verymuch like wheat until it is mature, when the difference becomes very apparent.
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grainofmustardseedwhichamantook,
and sowed in his field,

32 which indeed is smaller than all
seeds. But when it is grown, it is greater
than the herbs and becomes a tree, so
that the birds of the air come and lodge
in its branches.”

33 He spoke another parable to them.
“The Kingdom of Heaven is like yeast
which a woman took and hid in three
measures‡ of meal, until it was all leav-
ened.”

34 Jesus spoke all these things in parables
to themultitudes; andwithout a parable, he
didn’t speak to them,

35 that it might be fulfilled which was
spoken through the prophet, saying,
“I will openmymouth in parables;

Iwill utter thingshidden fromthe foun-
dation of the world.”*

36 Then Jesus sent the multitudes away,
andwent into the house. His disciples came
to him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of
the darnel weeds of the field.”

37He answered them, “Hewho sows the
good seed is the Son ofMan,

38 thefield is theworld, the good seeds
are thechildrenof theKingdom,andthe
darnelweedsare thechildrenof theevil
one.

39 The enemy who sowed them is the
devil. The harvest is the end of the age,
and the reapers are angels.

40 As therefore the darnel weeds are
gathered up and burnt with fire; so will
it be at the end of this age.

41 The Son of Man will send out his
angels, and they will gather out of his
Kingdomall things thatcausestumbling
and those who do iniquity,

42 and will cast them into the furnace
offire. Therewillbeweepingandgnash-
ing of teeth.

43 Then the righteous will shine like
the sun in the Kingdom of their Father.
He who has ears to hear, let him hear.

44 “Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is
like treasure hidden in the field, which
a man found and hid. In his joy, he goes
and sells all that he has and buys that
field.

45 “Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is
like a man who is a merchant seeking
fine pearls,

46whohaving foundonepearl of great
price, he went and sold all that he had
and bought it.

47 “Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is
like a dragnet that was cast into the sea
and gathered some fish of every kind,

48which,when itwasfilled, fishermen
drew up on the beach. They sat down
and gathered the good into containers,
but the bad they threw away.

49So it will be in the end of theworld.§
The angels will come and separate the
wicked from amongst the righteous,

50 and will cast them into the furnace
offire. Therewillbeweepingandgnash-
ing of teeth.”

51 Jesus said to them, “Have you under-
stood all these things?”
They answered him, “Yes, Lord.”
52 He said to them, “Therefore every

scribe who has been made a disciple in
the Kingdom of Heaven is like a man
who is a householder, who brings out of
his treasure new and old things.”

53 When Jesus had finished these para-
bles, he departed from there.

54Coming into his own country, he taught
them in their synagogue, so that they were
astonished and said, “Where did this man
get this wisdom and these mighty works?

55 Isn’t this the carpenter’s son? Isn’t
his mother called Mary, and his brothers
James, Joses, Simon, and Judas?†

56Aren’t all of his sisters with us? Where
then did this man get all of these things?”

57They were offended by him.
But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is

not without honour, except in his own
country and in his own house.”

58He didn’t do many mighty works there
because of their unbelief.

14
1 At that time, Herod the tetrarch heard

the report concerning Jesus,
2and said to his servants, “This is John the

Baptiser. He is risen from the dead. That is
why these powers work in him.”

3 For Herod had arrested John, bound
him, and put him in prison for the sake of
Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife.

4For John said to him, “It is not lawful for
you to have her.”

5When he would have put him to death,
he feared the multitude, because they
counted him as a prophet.

6 But when Herod’s birthday came, the
daughter of Herodias danced amongst
them and pleased Herod.

7 Therefore he promised with an oath to
give her whatever she should ask.

‡ 13:33: literally, three sata. Three sata is about 39 litres or a bitmore than a bushel * 13:35: Psalms 78:2 § 13:49:
or, end of the age. † 13:55: or, Judah
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8 She, being prompted by her mother,
said, “Give me here on a platter the head of
John the Baptiser.”

9The kingwas grieved, but for the sake of
his oaths and of those who sat at the table
with him, he commanded it to be given,

10 and he sent and beheaded John in the
prison.

11His head was brought on a platter and
given to the young lady; and she brought it
to her mother.

12His disciples came, took the body, and
buried it. Then they went and told Jesus.

13 Now when Jesus heard this, he with-
drew from there in a boat to a deserted
place apart. When the multitudes heard it,
they followed him on foot from the cities.

14 Jesus went out, and he saw a great
multitude. Hehadcompassionon themand
healed their sick.

15When evening had come, his disciples
came to him, saying, “This place is deserted,
and the hour is already late. Send the
multitudes away, that they may go into the
villages, and buy themselves food.”

16 But Jesus said to them, “They don’t
need to go away. You give them some-
thing to eat.”

17They told him, “We only have here five
loaves and two fish.”

18He said, “Bring themhere tome.”
19 He commanded the multitudes to sit

down on the grass; and he took the five
loaves and the two fish, and looking up
to heaven, he blessed, broke and gave the
loaves to the disciples; and the disciples
gave to themultitudes.

20 They all ate and were filled. They
took up twelve baskets full of that which
remained left over from the broken pieces.

21 Those who ate were about five thou-
sand men, in addition to women and chil-
dren.

22 Immediately Jesus made the disciples
get into the boat and go ahead of him to
the other side, while he sent the multitudes
away.

23After he had sent the multitudes away,
he went up into the mountain by himself
to pray. When evening had come, he was
there alone.

24 But the boat was now in the middle
of the sea, distressed by the waves, for the
wind was contrary.

25 In the fourth watch of the night,† Jesus
came to them, walking on the sea.*

26When thedisciples sawhimwalking on
the sea, they were troubled, saying, “It’s a
ghost!” and they cried out for fear.

27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them,
saying, “Cheer up! It is I! ‡ Don’t be
afraid.”

28 Peter answered him and said, “Lord, if
it is you, commandme to come toyouon the
waters.”

29He said, “Come!”
Peter stepped down from the boat and

walked on the waters to come to Jesus.
30 But when he saw that the wind was

strong, he was afraid, and beginning to
sink, he cried out, saying, “Lord, saveme!”

31 Immediately Jesus stretched out his
hand, took hold of him, and said to him,
“You of little faith, why did you doubt?”

32 When they got up into the boat, the
wind ceased.

33 Those who were in the boat came and
worshipped him, saying, “You are truly the
Son of God!”

34When they had crossed over, they came
to the land of Gennesaret.

35 When the people of that place recog-
nised him, they sent into all that surround-
ing region and brought to him all whowere
sick;

36 and they begged him that they might
just touch the fringe§ of his garment. As
many as touched it weremade whole.

15
1 Then Pharisees and scribes came to Je-

sus from Jerusalem, saying,
2 “Why do your disciples disobey the tra-

dition of the elders? For they don’t wash
their hands when they eat bread.”

3He answered them, “Why do you also
disobey the commandment of God be-
cause of your tradition?

4 For God commanded, ‘Honour your
father and your mother,’* and, ‘He who
speaks evil of father or mother, let him
be put to death.’*

5 But you say, ‘Whoever may tell his
father or his mother, “Whatever help
you might otherwise have gotten from
me is a gift devoted to God,”

6 he shall not honour his father or
mother.’ You have made the command-
ment of God void because of your tradi-
tion.

7 You hypocrites! Well did Isaiah
prophesy of you, saying,
8 ‘These people draw near to me with

theirmouth,
† 14:25: The night was equally divided into four watches, so the fourth watch is approximately 3:00 a.m. to sunrise.
* 14:25: See Job 9:8 ‡ 14:27: or, I AM! § 14:36: or, tassel * 15:4: Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 5:16 * 15:4:
Exodus 21:17; Leviticus 20:9
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and honourmewith their lips;
but their heart is far fromme.

9And they worshipme in vain,
teaching as doctrine rules made by
men.’ ”*

10He summoned the multitude, and said
to them, “Hear, and understand.

11 That which enters into the mouth
doesn’t defile the man; but that which
proceeds out of the mouth, this defiles
theman.”

12 Then the disciples came and said to
him, “Do you know that the Pharisees were
offended when they heard this saying?”

13But he answered, “Every plant which
my heavenly Father didn’t plant will be
uprooted.

14 Leave them alone. They are blind
guidesof theblind. If theblindguide the
blind, both will fall into a pit.”

15Peter answeredhim, “Explain the para-
ble to us.”

16 So Jesus said, “Do you also still not
understand?

17Don’t youunderstandthatwhatever
goes into themouthpasses into thebelly
and then out of the body?

18But the things which proceed out of
the mouth come out of the heart, and
they defile theman.

19 For out of the heart come evil
thoughts, murders, adulteries, sexual
sins, thefts, false testimony, and blas-
phemies.

20Theseare the thingswhichdefile the
man; but to eat with unwashed hands
doesn’t defile theman.”

21 Jesus went out from there and with-
drew into the region of Tyre and Sidon.

22 Behold, a Canaanite woman came out
fromthosebordersandcried, saying, “Have
mercy on me, Lord, you son of David! My
daughter is severely possessed by a de-
mon!”

23But he answered her not a word.
His disciples came and begged him, say-

ing, “Send her away; for she cries after us.”
24 But he answered, “I wasn’t sent to

anyonebut the lost sheepof thehouseof
Israel.”

25But she cameandworshippedhim, say-
ing, “Lord, help me.”

26 But he answered, “It is not appro-
priate to take the children’s bread and
throw it to the dogs.”

27 But she said, “Yes, Lord, but even the
dogs eat the crumbs which fall from their
masters’ table.”

28 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman,
great is your faith! Be it done to you

even as you desire.” And her daughter
was healed from that hour.

29 Jesus departed from there and came
near to the sea of Galilee; and he went up
on themountain and sat there.

30 Great multitudes came to him, having
with them the lame, blind, mute, maimed,
and many others, and they put them down
at his feet. He healed them,

31 so that the multitude wondered when
they saw the mute speaking, the injured
healed, the lame walking, and the blind
seeing—and they glorified the God of Israel.

32 Jesus summoned his disciples and said,
“I have compassion on the multitude,
because they have continued with me
now three days and have nothing to eat.
I don’t want to send them away fasting,
or theymight faint on the way.”

33The disciples said to him, “Where could
we get somany loaves in a deserted place as
to satisfy so great a multitude?”

34 Jesus said to them, “Howmany loaves
do you have?”
They said, “Seven, and a few small fish.”
35 He commanded the multitude to sit

down on the ground;
36 and he took the seven loaves and the

fish. He gave thanks and broke them, and
gave to the disciples, and thedisciples to the
multitudes.

37 They all ate and were filled. They took
up seven baskets full of the broken pieces
that were left over.

38 Those who ate were four thousand
men, in addition to women and children.

39 Then he sent away the multitudes, got
into the boat, and came into the borders of
Magdala.

16
1The Pharisees and Sadducees came, and

testing him, asked him to show them a sign
from heaven.

2 But he answered them, “When it is
evening, you say, ‘It will be fairweather,
for the sky is red.’

3 In the morning, ‘It will be foul
weather today, for the sky is red and
threatening.’ Hypocrites! You know
how to discern the appearance of the
sky, but you can’t discern the signs of
the times!

4 An evil and adulterous generation
seeks after a sign, and there will be no
sign given to it, except the sign of the
prophet Jonah.”
He left them and departed.
5The disciples came to the other side and

had forgotten to take bread.
* 15:9: Isaiah 29:13
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6 Jesus said to them, “Take heed and
beware of the yeast of the Pharisees and
Sadducees.”

7 They reasoned amongst themselves,
saying, “We brought no bread.”

8 Jesus, perceiving it, said, “Why do you
reason amongst yourselves, you of lit-
tle faith, because you have brought no
bread?

9Don’t you yet perceive or remember
the five loaves for the five thousand,
and howmany baskets you took up,

10 or the seven loaves for the four
thousand, and how many baskets you
took up?

11Howis it thatyoudon’tperceive that
I didn’t speak to you concerning bread?
But beware of the yeast of the Pharisees
and Sadducees.”

12 Then they understood that he didn’t
tell them to beware of the yeast of bread,
but of the teaching of the Pharisees and
Sadducees.

13 Now when Jesus came into the parts
of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples,
saying, “Who do men say that I, the Son
ofMan, am?”

14They said, “Some say John the Baptiser,
some, Elijah, and others, Jeremiah or one of
the prophets.”

15He said to them, “But who do you say
that I am?”

16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the
Christ, the Son of the living God.”

17 Jesusansweredhim, “Blessedareyou,
SimonBarJonah, forfleshandbloodhas
not revealed this to you, but my Father
who is in heaven.

18 I also tell you that you are Peter,†
and on this rock ‡ I will build my as-
sembly, and the gates of Hades§will not
prevail against it.

19 I will give to you the keys of the
Kingdom of Heaven, and whatever you
bind on earth will have been bound
in heaven; and whatever you release
on earth will have been released in
heaven.”

20 Then he commanded the disciples that
they should tell no one that hewas Jesus the
Christ.

21From that time, Jesus began to showhis
disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and
suffer many things from the elders, chief
priests, and scribes, and be killed, and the
third day be raised up.

22 Peter took him aside and began to re-
buke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord!
This will never be done to you.”

23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get
behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling
block tome, for you are not setting your
mind on the things of God, but on the
things ofmen.”

24Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If any-
one desires to come after me, let him
deny himself, take up his cross, and fol-
lowme.

25 For whoever desires to save his life
will lose it, andwhoeverwill losehis life
formy sakewill find it.

26 For what will it profit a man if he
gains the whole world and forfeits his
life? Or what will a man give in ex-
change for his life?

27 For the Son of Man will come in the
glory of his Father with his angels, and
then he will give to everyone according
to his deeds.

28Most certainly I tell you, there are
some standing here who will in no way
taste of death until they see the Son of
Man coming in his Kingdom.”

17
1After six days, Jesus tookwith himPeter,

James, and John his brother, and brought
them up into a high mountain by them-
selves.

2He was changed† before them. His face
shone like the sun, and his garments be-
came as white as the light.

3 Behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to
them talking with him.

4Peter answered and said to Jesus, “Lord,
it is good for us to be here. If you want, let’s
make three tents here: one for you, one for
Moses, and one for Elijah.”

5 While he was still speaking, behold, a
bright cloudovershadowed them. Behold, a
voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is
mybelovedSon, inwhomIamwell pleased.
Listen to him.”

6When the disciples heard it, they fell on
their faces, and were very afraid.

7 Jesus came and touched them and said,
“Get up, and don’t be afraid.”

8 Lifting up their eyes, they saw no one,
except Jesus alone.

9 As they were coming down from the
mountain, Jesus commanded them, saying,
“Don’t tell anyone what you saw, until
theSonofManhas risen fromthedead.”

10His disciples asked him, saying, “Then
why do the scribes say that Elijah must
come first?”

11 Jesus answered them, “Elijah indeed
comes first, andwill restore all things;

† 16:18: Peter’s name, Petros in Greek, is the word for a specific rock or stone. ‡ 16:18: Greek, petra, a rock mass or

bedrock. § 16:18: or, Hell † 17:2: or, transfigured
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12 but I tell you that Elijah has come
already, and they didn’t recognise him,
but did to himwhatever theywanted to.
Even so the Son of Man will also suffer
by them.”

13 Then the disciples understood that he
spoke to them of John the Baptiser.

14 When they came to the multitude, a
man came to him, kneeling down to him
and saying,

15 “Lord, have mercy on my son, for he
is epileptic and suffers grievously; for he
often falls into the fire, and often into the
water.

16 So I brought him to your disciples, and
they could not cure him.”

17 Jesus answered, “Faithless and per-
verse generation! How long will I be
withyou? Howlongwill I bearwithyou?
Bring him here tome.”

18 Jesus rebuked the demon, and it went
out of him, and the boywas cured from that
hour.

19 Then the disciples came to Jesus pri-
vately, and said, “Why weren’t we able to
cast it out?”

20 He said to them, “Because of your
unbelief. For most certainly I tell you,
if you have faith as a grain of mustard
seed, you will tell this mountain, ‘Move
from here to there,’ and it will move;
and nothing will be impossible for you.

21 But this kind doesn’t go out except
by prayer and fasting.” ‡

22While they were staying in Galilee, Je-
sus said to them, “The SonofMan is about
to be delivered up into the hands of
men,

23and they will kill him, and the third
day he will be raised up.”
They were exceedingly sorry.
24 When they had come to Capernaum,

those who collected the didrachma coins§
came to Peter, and said, “Doesn’t your
teacher pay the didrachma?”

25He said, “Yes.”
When he came into the house, Jesus an-

ticipated him, saying, “Whatdoyou think,
Simon? From whom do the kings of the
earthreceive tollor tribute? Fromtheir
children, or from strangers?”

26Peter said to him, “From strangers.”
Jesus said to him, “Therefore the chil-

dren are exempt.

27But, lest we cause them to stumble,
go to thesea, castahook, andtakeupthe
first fish that comes up. When you have
opened its mouth, you will find a stater
coin.† Take that, and give it to them for
me and you.”

18
1 In that hour the disciples came to Jesus,

saying, “Who then is greatest in the King-
dom of Heaven?”

2 Jesus called a little child to himself, and
set him in themiddle of them

3 and said, “Most certainly I tell you,
unless you turn and become as little
children, you will in no way enter into
the Kingdom of Heaven.

4Whoever therefore humbles himself
as this little child is the greatest in the
Kingdom of Heaven.

5 Whoever receives one such little
child inmy name receivesme,

6 but whoever causes one of these lit-
tle oneswho believe inme to stumble, it
would be better for him if a huge mill-
stone were hung around his neck and
that he were sunk in the depths of the
sea.

7 “Woe to the world because of occa-
sions of stumbling! For it must be that
the occasions come, butwoe to that per-
son throughwhom the occasion comes!

8 If your hand or your foot causes you
to stumble, cut it off and cast it from
you. It is better for you to enter into life
maimedor crippled, rather thanhaving
two hands or two feet to be cast into the
eternal fire.

9 If your eye causes you to stumble,
pluck it out and cast it from you. It is
better for you to enter into life with one
eye, rather than having two eyes to be
cast into the Gehenna† of fire.

10 See that you don’t despise one of
these little ones, for I tell you that in
heaven their angels always see the face
ofmy Father who is in heaven.

11For the SonofMancame to save that
which was lost.‡

12 “What do you think? If a man has
one hundred sheep, and one of them
goes astray, doesn’t he leave the ninety-
nine, go to themountains, and seek that
which has gone astray?

‡ 17:21: NUomits verse 21. § 17:24: Adidrachma is aGreek silver coinworth 2drachmas, about asmuchas 2Roman
denarii, or about 2 days’wages. Itwas commonly used to pay thehalf-shekel temple tax, because 2 drachmaswereworth
one half shekel of silver. A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. † 17:27: A stater is a silver coin equivalent
to four Attic or two Alexandrian drachmas, or a Jewish shekel: just exactly enough to cover the half-shekel temple tax
for two people. A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, usually in the form of a silver coin. † 18:9: or, Hell
‡ 18:11: NU omits verse 11.
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13 If he finds it, most certainly I tell
you, he rejoices over it more than over
the ninety-nine which have not gone
astray.

14 Even so it is not the will of your
Fatherwhois inheaventhatoneof these
little ones should perish.

15 “If your brother sins against you,
go, show him his fault between you and
him alone. If he listens to you, you have
gained back your brother.

16 But if he doesn’t listen, take one or
twomore with you, that at themouth of
two or three witnesses every word may
be established.*

17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell
it to the assembly. If he refuses to hear
the assembly also, let him be to you as a
Gentile or a tax collector.

18Most certainly I tell you, whatever
things you bind on earth will have been
bound in heaven, and whatever things
you release on earth will have been re-
leased in heaven.

19 Again, assuredly I tell you, that if
two of you will agree on earth concern-
ing anything that theywill ask, it will be
done for them by my Father who is in
heaven.

20Forwhere twoor threearegathered
together in my name, there I am in the
middle of them.”

21ThenPeter cameandsaid tohim, “Lord,
how often shall my brother sin against me,
and I forgive him? Until seven times?”

22 Jesus said tohim, “Idon’t tellyouuntil
seven times, but, until seventy times
seven.

23Therefore theKingdomofHeaven is
like a certain king who wanted to settle
accounts with his servants.

24 When he had begun to settle, one
was brought to him who owed him ten
thousand talents.§

25Butbecausehe couldn’t pay, his lord
commanded him to be sold, with his
wife, his children, and all that he had,
and payment to bemade.

26The servant therefore fell downand
knelt before him, saying, ‘Lord, have
patience with me, and I will repay you
all!’

27 The lord of that servant, being
moved with compassion, released him
and forgave him the debt.

28 “But that servant went out and
found one of his fellow servants who

owed him one hundred denarii,† and he
grabbedhimandtookhimbythe throat,
saying, ‘Paymewhat you owe!’

29 “So his fellow servant fell down at
his feet and begged him, saying, ‘Have
patience withme, and I will repay you!’

30Hewouldnot, butwent and cast him
intoprisonuntilheshouldpayback that
which was due.

31 So when his fellow servants saw
what was done, they were exceedingly
sorry, and came and told their lord all
that was done.

32Then his lord called him in and said
to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave
you all that debt because you begged
me.

33 Shouldn’t you also have had mercy
on your fellow servant, even as I had
mercy on you?’

34 His lord was angry, and delivered
him to the tormentors until he should
pay all that was due to him.

35 So my heavenly Father will also do
to you, if you don’t each forgive your
brother from your hearts for his mis-
deeds.”

19
1 When Jesus had finished these words,

he departed fromGalilee and came into the
borders of Judea beyond the Jordan.

2 Great multitudes followed him, and he
healed them there.

3 Pharisees came to him, testing him and
saying, “Is it lawful for aman to divorce his
wife for any reason?”

4He answered, “Haven’t you read that
he who made them from the beginning
made themmale and female,*

5 and said, ‘For this cause a man shall
leave his father and mother, and shall
be joined to his wife; and the two shall
become one flesh’?*

6So that theyarenomore two, but one
flesh. What therefore God has joined
together, don’t let man tear apart.”

7 They asked him, “Why then did Moses
command us to give her a certificate of
divorce and divorce her?”

8 He said to them, “Moses, because of
the hardness of your hearts, allowed
you to divorce your wives, but from the
beginning it has not been so.

* 18:16: Deuteronomy 19:15 § 18:24: Ten thousand talents (about 300 metric tonnes of silver) represents an
extremely large sum of money, equivalent to about 60,000,000 denarii, where one denarius was typical of one day’s
wages for agricultural labour. † 18:28: 100 denarii was about one sixtieth of a talent, or about 500 grams (1.1 pounds)

of silver. * 19:4: Genesis 1:27 * 19:5: Genesis 2:24
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9 I tell you that whoever divorces
his wife, except for sexual immoral-
ity, andmarries another, commits adul-
tery; and he who marries her when she
is divorced commits adultery.”

10 His disciples said to him, “If this is
the case of the man with his wife, it is not
expedient to marry.”

11But he said to them, “Not all men can
receive this saying, but those towhom it
is given.

12 For there are eunuchs who were
born that way from their mother’s
womb, and there are eunuchswhowere
made eunuchs by men; and there are
eunuchswhomade themselves eunuchs
for the Kingdom of Heaven’s sake. He
who is able to receive it, let him receive
it.”

13 Then little children were brought to
him that he should lay his hands on them
and pray; and the disciples rebuked them.

14 But Jesus said, “Allow the little chil-
dren, and don’t forbid them to come to
me; for the Kingdom of Heaven belongs
to ones like these.”

15 He laid his hands on them, and de-
parted from there.

16 Behold, one came to him and said,
“Good teacher, what good thing shall I do,
that I may have eternal life?”

17He said to him, “Why do you call me
good?† No one is good but one, that is,
God. But if you want to enter into life,
keep the commandments.”

18He said to him, “Which ones?”
Jesus said, “ ‘You shall not murder.’

‘You shall not commit adultery.’ ‘You
shall not steal.’ ‘You shall not offer false
testimony.’

19 ‘Honour your father and your
mother.’* And, ‘You shall love your
neighbour as yourself.’ ”*

20 The young man said to him, “All these
things I have observed from my youth.
What do I still lack?”

21 Jesus said to him, “If you want to be
perfect, go, sell what you have, and give
to the poor, and you will have treasure
in heaven; and come, followme.”

22 But when the young man heard this,
he went away sad, for he was one who had
great possessions.

23 Jesus said to his disciples, “Most cer-
tainly I say to you, a richman will enter

into the Kingdom of Heaven with diffi-
culty.

24 Again I tell you, it is easier for a
camel to go through a needle’s eye than
for a rich man to enter into God’s King-
dom.”

25When the disciples heard it, they were
exceedingly astonished, saying, “Who then
can be saved?”

26 Looking at them, Jesus said, “With
men this is impossible, but with God all
things are possible.”

27ThenPeteranswered, “Behold,wehave
left everything and followed you. What
then will we have?”

28 Jesus said to them, “Most certainly I
tell you that youwho have followedme,
in theregenerationwhentheSonofMan
will sit on the throne of his glory, you
also will sit on twelve thrones, judging
the twelve tribes of Israel.

29 Everyone who has left houses,
or brothers, or sisters, or father, or
mother, or wife, or children, or lands,
for my name’s sake, will receive one
hundred times, and will inherit eternal
life.

30 But many will be last who are first,
and first who are last.

20
1 “For the Kingdom of Heaven is like a

manwhowas themasterofahousehold,
who went out early in the morning to
hire labourers for his vineyard.

2Whenhehadagreedwith the labour-
ers for a denarius† a day, he sent them
into his vineyard.

3 He went out about the third hour,‡
and sawothers standing idle in themar-
ketplace.

4He said to them, ‘You also go into the
vineyard, and whatever is right I will
give you.’ So they went their way.

5 Again he went out about the sixth
and the ninth hour,§ and did likewise.

6About theeleventhhour†hewentout
and found others standing idle. He said
to them, ‘Why do you stand here all day
idle?’

7 “They said to him, ‘Because no one
has hired us.’
“He said to them, ‘You also go into the

vineyard, andyouwill receivewhatever
is right.’

8 “When evening had come, the lord of
the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call

† 19:17: SoMT and TR. NU reads “Why do you askme about what is good?” * 19:19: Exodus 20:12-16; Deuteronomy

5:16-20 * 19:19: Leviticus 19:18 † 20:2: A denarius is a silver Roman coin worth 1/25th of a Roman aureus. This
was a common wage for a day of farm labour. ‡ 20:3: Time was measured from sunrise to sunset, so the third hour

would be about 9:00 a.m. § 20:5: noon and 3:00 p.m. † 20:6: 5:00 p.m.
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the labourersandpay themtheirwages,
beginning from the last to the first.’

9 “When those who were hired at
about the eleventh hour came, they
each received a denarius.

10When the first came, they supposed
that they would receive more; and they
likewise each received a denarius.

11 When they received it, they mur-
mured against the master of the house-
hold,

12 saying, ‘These last have spent one
hour, and you have made them equal to
uswhohaveborne theburdenof theday
and the scorching heat!’

13 “But he answered one of them,
‘Friend, I amdoing younowrong. Didn’t
you agree withme for a denarius?

14 Take that which is yours, and go
your way. It is my desire to give to this
last just asmuch as to you.

15 Isn’t it lawful for me to do what I
want to with what I own? Or is your eye
evil, because I am good?’

16So the last will be first, and the first
last. For many are called, but few are
chosen.”

17As Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he
took the twelve disciples aside, and on the
way he said to them,

18 “Behold, we are going up to
Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will
be delivered to the chief priests and
scribes, and they will condemn him to
death,

19 and will hand him over to the Gen-
tiles tomock, to scourge, and to crucify;
and the third day he will be raised up.”

20Then themother of the sons of Zebedee
came to him with her sons, kneeling and
asking a certain thing of him.

21He said to her, “What do youwant?”
She said to him, “Command that these,

my two sons, may sit, one on your right
hand and one on your left hand, in your
Kingdom.”

22 But Jesus answered, “You don’t know
what you are asking. Are you able to
drink the cup that I am about to drink,
and be baptised with the baptism that I
am baptised with?”
They said to him, “We are able.”
23 He said to them, “You will indeed

drink my cup, and be baptised with the
baptism that I am baptised with; but to
sit onmy right handandonmy left hand
is not mine to give, but it is for whom it
has been prepared bymy Father.”

24When the ten heard it, theywere indig-
nant with the two brothers.

25 But Jesus summoned them, and said,
“Youknow that the rulers of the nations
lord it over them, and their great ones
exercise authority over them.

26 It shall not be so amongst you;
but whoever desires to become great
amongst you shall be‡ your servant.

27Whoever desires to befirst amongst
you shall be your bondservant,

28 even as the Son of Man came not to
be served, but to serve, and to give his
life as a ransom formany.”

29 As they went out from Jericho, a great
multitude followed him.

30 Behold, two blind men sitting by the
road, when they heard that Jesus was pass-
ing by, cried out, “Lord, have mercy on us,
you son of David!”

31 The multitude rebuked them, telling
them that they should be quiet, but they
cried out even more, “Lord, have mercy on
us, you son of David!”

32 Jesus stood still and called them, and
asked, “What do you want me to do for
you?”

33They told him, “Lord, that our eyesmay
be opened.”

34 Jesus, being moved with compassion,
touched their eyes; and immediately their
eyes received their sight, and they followed
him.

21
1 When they came near to Jerusalem

and came to Bethsphage,† to the Mount of
Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples,

2 saying to them, “Go into the village
that is opposite you, and immediately
you will find a donkey tied, and a colt
with her. Untie them and bring them to
me.

3 If anyone says anything to you, you
shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and
immediately he will send them.”

4All thiswasdone that itmightbe fulfilled
which was spoken through the prophet,
saying,
5 “Tell the daughter of Zion,

behold, your King comes to you,
humble, and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”*

6 The disciples went and did just as Jesus
commanded them,

7andbrought the donkey and the colt and
laid their clothes on them; and he sat on
them.

‡ 20:26: TR reads “let him be” instead of “shall be” † 21:1: TR & NU read “Bethphage” instead of “Bethsphage”
* 21:5: Zechariah 9:9
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8 A very great multitude spread their
clothes on the road. Others cut branches
from the trees and spread themon the road.

9 The multitudes who went in front of
him, and those who followed, kept shout-
ing, “Hosanna‡ to the son of David! Blessed
is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest!” *

10When he had come into Jerusalem, all
the city was stirred up, saying, “Who is
this?”

11 The multitudes said, “This is the
prophet, Jesus, fromNazareth of Galilee.”

12 Jesus entered into the temple of God
and drove out all of those who sold and
bought in the temple, and overthrew the
money changers’ tables and the seats of
those who sold the doves.

13 He said to them, “It is written, ‘My
house shall be calledahouseofprayer,’*
but youhavemade it adenof robbers!”*

14 The lame and the blind came to him in
the temple, and he healed them.

15 But when the chief priests and the
scribes saw the wonderful things that he
did, and the children who were crying in
the temple and saying, “Hosanna to the son
of David!” they were indignant,

16 and said to him, “Do you hear what
these are saying?”
Jesus said to them, “Yes. Did you never

read, ‘Out of the mouth of children
and nursing babies, you have perfected
praise’?”*

17He left them and went out of the city to
Bethany, and camped there.

18Now in the morning, as he returned to
the city, he was hungry.

19 Seeing a fig tree by the road, he came
to it and found nothing on it but leaves. He
said to it, “Let there be no fruit from you
forever!”
Immediately the fig tree withered away.
20 When the disciples saw it, they mar-

velled, saying, “How did the fig tree imme-
diately wither away?”

21 Jesus answered them, “Most certainly
I tell you, if you have faith and don’t
doubt, you will not only do what was
done to the fig tree, but even if you told
this mountain, ‘Be taken up and cast
into the sea,’ it would be done.

22 All things, whatever you ask in
prayer, believing, youwill receive.”

23When he had come into the temple, the
chief priests and the elders of the people
came to him as he was teaching, and said,
“By what authority do you do these things?
Who gave you this authority?”

24 Jesus answered them, “I also will ask
you one question, which if you tell me, I
likewisewill tell youbywhat authority I
do these things.

25 The baptism of John, where was it
from? Fromheaven or frommen?”
They reasoned with themselves, saying,

“If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will ask us,
‘Why then did you not believe him?’

26 But if we say, ‘From men,’ we fear the
multitude, for all hold John as a prophet.”

27 They answered Jesus, and said, “We
don’t know.”
He also said to them, “Neither will I tell

you bywhat authority I do these things.
28 But what do you think? A man had

two sons, and he came to the first, and
said, ‘Son, go work today in my vine-
yard.’

29He answered, ‘I will not,’ but after-
ward he changed hismind, andwent.

30He came to the second, and said the
same thing. He answered, ‘I’m going,
sir,’ but he didn’t go.

31Which of the two did the will of his
father?”
They said to him, “The first.”
Jesus said to them, “Most certainly I tell

you that the tax collectors and the pros-
titutes are entering into God’s Kingdom
before you.

32 For John came to you in the way
of righteousness, and you didn’t believe
him; but the tax collectors and the pros-
titutes believed him. When you saw it,
you didn’t even repent afterward, that
youmight believe him.

33 “Hear another parable. There was
a man who was a master of a household
who planted a vineyard, set a hedge
about it, dug a wine press in it, built a
tower, leased it out to farmers, andwent
into another country.

34When the season for the fruit came
near, he sent his servants to the farmers
to receive his fruit.

35The farmers took his servants, beat
one, killed another, and stoned an-
other.

36Again, he sent other servants more
than thefirst; and they treated themthe
sameway.

37 But afterward he sent to them his
son, saying, ‘They will respectmy son.’

38But the farmers, when they saw the
son, said amongst themselves, ‘This is
the heir. Come, let’s kill him and seize
his inheritance.’

‡ 21:9: “Hosanna” means “save us” or “help us, we pray”. * 21:9: Psalms 118:26 * 21:13: Isaiah 56:7 * 21:13:

Jeremiah 7:11 * 21:16: Psalms 8:2
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39So they took him and threw him out
of the vineyard, then killed him.

40When therefore the lord of the vine-
yard comes, what will he do to those
farmers?”

41 They told him, “He will miserably de-
stroy those miserable men, and will lease
out the vineyard to other farmers who will
give him the fruit in its season.”

42 Jesus said to them, “Did you never
read in the Scriptures,
‘The stone which the builders rejected

wasmade the head of the corner.
This was from the Lord.

It is marvellous in our eyes’?*
43“Therefore I tellyou,God’sKingdom

will be taken away from you and will be
given to a nation producing its fruit.

44 He who falls on this stone will be
broken to pieces, but on whomever it
will fall, it will scatter him as dust.”

45 When the chief priests and the Phar-
isees heard his parables, they perceived
that he spoke about them.

46 When they sought to seize him, they
feared themultitudes, because they consid-
ered him to be a prophet.

22
1 Jesus answered and spoke to themagain

in parables, saying,
2 “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a

certain king, whomade a wedding feast
for his son,

3andsentouthis servants tocall those
who were invited to the wedding feast,
but they would not come.

4Againhesentoutother servants, say-
ing, ‘Tell thosewhoare invited, “Behold,
I have prepared my dinner. My cattle
andmy fatlings arekilled, andall things
are ready. Come to thewedding feast!” ’

5 But they made light of it, and went
theirways, one tohisownfarm, another
to hismerchandise;

6 and the rest grabbed his servants,
treated them shamefully, and killed
them.

7 When the king heard that, he was
angry, and sent his armies, destroyed
thosemurderers, and burnt their city.

8 “Then he said to his servants, ‘The
wedding is ready, but those who were
invited weren’t worthy.

9 Go therefore to the intersections of
the highways, and as many as you may
find, invite to the wedding feast.’

10 Those servants went out into the
highways and gathered together as

many as they found, both bad and good.
The wedding was filled with guests.

11 “But when the king came in to see
the guests, he saw there a man who
didn’t have onwedding clothing,

12and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did
you come in here not wearing wedding
clothing?’ Hewas speechless.

13 Then the king said to the servants,
‘Bind himhand and foot, take himaway,
and throw him into the outer darkness.
That is where the weeping and grinding
of teeth will be.’

14 For many are called, but few cho-
sen.”

15Then thePhariseeswentand tookcoun-
sel how theymight entrap him in his talk.

16 They sent their disciples to him, along
with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we
know that you are honest, and teach the
way of God in truth, no matter whom you
teach; for you aren’t partial to anyone.

17Tell us therefore, what do you think? Is
it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?”

18 But Jesus perceived their wickedness,
and said, “Why do you test me, you hyp-
ocrites?

19Showme the taxmoney.”
They brought to him a denarius.
20He asked them, “Whose is this image

and inscription?”
21They said to him, “Caesar’s.”
Thenhe said to them, “Give therefore to

Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and
to God the things that are God’s.”

22 When they heard it, they marvelled,
and left him andwent away.

23On that day Sadducees (those who say
that there is no resurrection) came to him.
They asked him,

24 saying, “Teacher, Moses said, ‘If a man
dies, having no children, his brother shall
marry his wife and raise up offspring† for
his brother.’

25 Now there were with us seven broth-
ers. The first married and died, and having
no offspring left his wife to his brother.

26 In the same way, the second also, and
the third, to the seventh.

27After them all, the woman died.
28 In the resurrection therefore, whose

wife will she be of the seven? For they all
had her.”

29 But Jesus answered them, “You are
mistaken, not knowing the Scriptures,
nor the power of God.

30For in the resurrection they neither
marry nor are given in marriage, but
are like God’s angels in heaven.

* 21:42: Psalms 118:22-23 † 22:24: or, seed * 22:32: Exodus 3:6
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31 But concerning the resurrection of
the dead, haven’t you read that which
was spoken to you by God, saying,

32 ‘I am the God of Abraham, and the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’?*
God isnot theGodof thedead, but of the
living.”

33 When the multitudes heard it, they
were astonished at his teaching.

34But thePharisees,when theyheard that
he had silenced the Sadducees, gathered
themselves together.

35 One of them, a lawyer, asked him a
question, testing him.

36 “Teacher, which is the greatest com-
mandment in the law?”

37 Jesus said to him, “ ‘You shall love the
Lord your God with all your heart, with
all your soul, andwith all yourmind.’*

38This is the first and great command-
ment.

39A second likewise is this, ‘You shall
love your neighbour as yourself.’*

40The whole law and the prophets de-
pend on these two commandments.”

41Nowwhile thePhariseesweregathered
together, Jesus asked them a question,

42 saying, “What do you think of the
Christ? Whose son is he?”
They said to him, “Of David.”
43 He said to them, “How then does

David in theSpirit call himLord, saying,
44 ‘The Lord said tomy Lord,

sit onmy right hand,
until I make your enemies a foot-
stool for your feet’?*

45“If thenDavid calls himLord, how is
he his son?”

46No onewas able to answer him aword,
neither did anymandare askhimanymore
questions from that day forward.

23
1 Then Jesus spoke to the multitudes and

to his disciples,
2 saying, “The scribes and the Phar-

isees sit onMoses’ seat.
3 All things therefore whatever they

tell you to observe, observe and do, but
don’t do their works; for they say, and
don’t do.

4For theybindheavyburdens that are
grievous to be borne, and lay them on
men’s shoulders; but they themselves
will not lift a finger to help them.

5But they do all theirworks to be seen
by men. They make their phylacteries†
broad and enlarge the fringes‡ of their
garments,

6 and love the place of honour at
feasts, the best seats in the synagogues,

7 the salutations in the marketplaces,
and to be called ‘Rabbi, Rabbi’§bymen.

8 But you are not to be called ‘Rabbi’,
for one is your teacher, the Christ, and
all of you are brothers.

9 Call no man on the earth your fa-
ther, for one is your Father, he who is in
heaven.

10Neither be calledmasters, for one is
yourmaster, the Christ.

11But he who is greatest amongst you
will be your servant.

12 Whoever exalts himself will be
humbled, and whoever humbles him-
self will be exalted.

13 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For you devour widows’
houses, and as a pretence you make
longprayers. Thereforeyouwill receive
greater condemnation.

14 “But woe to you, scribes and Phar-
isees, hypocrites! Because you shut up
theKingdomofHeavenagainstmen; for
you don’t enter in yourselves, neither
do you allow those who are entering in
to enter.†

15Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For you travel around by
sea and land tomake one proselyte; and
when he becomes one, you make him
twiceasmuchasonofGehenna‡asyour-
selves.

16 “Woe to you, you blind guides, who
say, ‘Whoever swears by the temple, it is
nothing; butwhoever swearsby thegold
of the temple, he is obligated.’

17 You blind fools! For which is
greater, the gold or the temple that
sanctifies the gold?

18 And, ‘Whoever swears by the altar,
it is nothing; but whoever swears by the
gift that is on it, he is obligated.’

19 You blind fools! For which is
greater, the gift, or the altar that
sanctifies the gift?

20He therefore who swears by the al-
tar, swears by it andbyeverything on it.

* 22:37: Deuteronomy 6:5 * 22:39: Leviticus 19:18 * 22:44: Psalms 110:1 † 23:5: phylacteries (tefillin in
Hebrew) are small leather pouches that some Jewish men wear on their forehead and arm in prayer. They are used to
carry a small scroll with some Scripture in it. See Deuteronomy 6:8. ‡ 23:5: or, tassels § 23:7: NUomits the second
“Rabbi”. † 23:14: Some Greek texts reverse the order of verses 13 and 14, and some omit verse 13, numbering verse

14 as 13. NU omits verse 14. ‡ 23:15: or, Hell § 23:21: NU reads “lives”
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21 He who swears by the temple,
swears by it and by him who has been
living§ in it.

22Hewhoswearsbyheaven, swearsby
the throneofGodandbyhimwhositson
it.

23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For you tithe mint, dill,
and cumin,† and have left undone the
weightier matters of the law: justice,
mercy, and faith. But you ought to have
done these, and not to have left the
other undone.

24 You blind guides, who strain out a
gnat, and swallow a camel!

25 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For you clean the outside
of the cup and of the platter, but within
they are full of extortion and unrigh-
teousness.‡

26 You blind Pharisee, first clean the
inside of the cup and of the platter, that
its outsidemay become clean also.

27 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For you are like whitened
tombs, which outwardly appear beauti-
ful, but inwardly are full of dead men’s
bones and of all uncleanness.

28 Even so you also outwardly appear
righteous to men, but inwardly you are
full of hypocrisy and iniquity.

29 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For you build the tombs of
the prophets and decorate the tombs of
the righteous,

30 and say, ‘If we had lived in the days
of our fathers, we wouldn’t have been
partakers with them in the blood of the
prophets.’

31 Therefore you testify to yourselves
thatyouarechildrenof thosewhokilled
the prophets.

32 Fill up, then, the measure of your
fathers.

33 You serpents, you offspring of
vipers, how will you escape the judge-
ment of Gehenna?§

34 Therefore, behold, I send to you
prophets, wise men, and scribes. Some
of them you will kill and crucify; and
some of them you will scourge in your
synagogues and persecute from city to
city,

35 that on you may come all the righ-
teous blood shed on the earth, from the
blood of righteous Abel to the blood of
Zachariah son of Barachiah, whom you

killed between the sanctuary and the
altar.

36 Most certainly I tell you, all these
things will come upon this generation.

37 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills
the prophets and stones those who are
sent to her! How often I would have
gathered your children together, even
as a hen gathers her chicks under her
wings, and youwould not!

38 Behold, your house is left to you
desolate.

39 For I tell you, you will not see me
fromnowon, until you say, ‘Blessed ishe
who comes in the name of the Lord!’ ”*

24
1 Jesuswent out from the temple, andwas

going on his way. His disciples came to him
to show him the buildings of the temple.

2 But he answered them, “You see all of
these things, don’t you? Most certainly
I tell you, there will not be left here
one stone on another, that will not be
thrown down.”

3As he sat on theMount of Olives, the dis-
ciples came to him privately, saying, “Tell
us, when will these things be? What is the
sign of your coming, and of the end of the
age?”

4 Jesus answered them, “Be careful that
no one leads you astray.

5Formany will come inmy name, say-
ing, ‘I am the Christ,’ andwill leadmany
astray.

6Youwill hear ofwars and rumours of
wars. See that you aren’t troubled, for
all this must happen, but the end is not
yet.

7 For nation will rise against nation,
and kingdom against kingdom; and
there will be famines, plagues, and
earthquakes in various places.

8Butall these things are thebeginning
of birth pains.

9 “Then they will deliver you up to op-
pression and will kill you. You will be
hatedbyall of thenations formyname’s
sake.

10 Then many will stumble, and will
deliver up one another, and will hate
one another.

11Many false prophets will arise and
will leadmany astray.

12Because iniquity will be multiplied,
the love ofmanywill grow cold.

13 But he who endures to the end will
be saved.

† 23:23: cumin is an aromatic seed fromCuminumcyminum, resembling caraway in flavour and appearance. It is used
as a spice. ‡ 23:25: TR reads “self-indulgence” instead of “unrighteousness” § 23:33: or, Hell * 23:39: Psalms
118:26
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14This GoodNews of the Kingdomwill
be preached in the whole world for a
testimony to all the nations, and then
the endwill come.

15 “When, therefore, you see the
abomination of desolation,* which was
spoken of through Daniel the prophet,
standing intheholyplace (let thereader
understand),

16 then let those who are in Judea flee
to themountains.

17 Let him who is on the housetop not
go down to take out the things that are
in his house.

18Lethimwho is in thefieldnot return
back to get his clothes.

19But woe to those who are with child
and to nursingmothers in those days!

20 Pray that your flight will not be in
the winter nor on a Sabbath,

21 for then there will be great suffer-
ing,† such as has not been from the be-
ginning of the world until now, no, nor
ever will be.

22 Unless those days had been short-
ened, no flesh would have been saved.
But for the sake of the chosen ones,
those days will be shortened.

23 “Then if any man tells you, ‘Behold,
here is the Christ!’ or, ‘There!’ don’t
believe it.

24 For false christs and false prophets
will arise, and theywill showgreat signs
and wonders, so as to lead astray, if
possible, even the chosen ones.

25 “Behold, I have told you before-
hand.

26 “If therefore they tell you, ‘Behold,
he is in the wilderness,’ don’t go out; or
‘Behold, he is in the inner rooms,’ don’t
believe it.

27For as the lightningflashes from the
east, and is seen even to thewest, sowill
the coming of the Son ofMan be.

28 For wherever the carcass is, that is
where the vultures‡ gather together.

29 “But immediately after the suffer-
ing§ of those days, the sun will be dark-
ened, the moon will not give its light,
the stars will fall from the sky, and the
powers of the heavens will be shaken;*

30 and then the sign of the Son of Man
will appear in the sky. Then all the
tribes of the earth will mourn, and they
will see the Son of Man coming on the
clouds of the sky with power and great
glory.

31 He will send out his angels with a
great sound of a trumpet, and they will
gather together his chosen ones from
the four winds, from one end of the sky
to the other.

32 “Now from the fig tree learn this
parable: When its branch has now be-
come tender and produces its leaves,
you know that the summer is near.

33 Even so you also, when you see all
these things, know that he is near, even
at the doors.

34Most certainly I tell you, this gener-
ation† will not pass away until all these
things are accomplished.

35 Heaven and earth will pass away,
butmywords will not pass away.

36 “But no one knows of that day and
hour, not even the angels of heaven,‡
butmy Father only.

37As the days of Noahwere, sowill the
coming of the Son ofMan be.

38 For as in those days which were
before the flood they were eating and
drinking, marrying and giving in mar-
riage, until the day that Noah entered
into the ship,

39and they didn’t know until the flood
came and took themall away, sowill the
coming of the Son ofMan be.

40 Then two men will be in the field:
one will be taken and onewill be left.

41 Two women will be grinding at the
mill: one will be taken and one will be
left.

42Watch therefore, foryoudon’tknow
in what hour your Lord comes.

43 But know this, that if the master of
the house had known in what watch of
thenight the thiefwas coming, hewould
have watched, and would not have al-
lowed his house to be broken into.

44 Therefore also be ready, for in an
hour that you don’t expect, the Son of
Manwill come.

45 “Who then is the faithful and wise
servant, whom his lord has set over his
household, to give them their food in
due season?

46 Blessed is that servant whom his
lord finds doing so when he comes.

47Most certainly I tell you that he will
set him over all that he has.

48But if that evil servant should say in
his heart, ‘My lord is delaying his com-
ing,’

* 24:15: Daniel 9:27; 11:31; 12:11 † 24:21: or, oppression ‡ 24:28: or, eagles § 24:29: or, oppression * 24:29:
Isaiah 13:10; 34:4 † 24:34: The word for “generation” (genea) can also be translated as “race.” ‡ 24:36: NU adds
“nor the son”
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49 and begins to beat his fellow ser-
vants, andeatanddrinkwith thedrunk-
ards,

50 the lord of that servant will come in
adaywhenhedoesn’t expect it and inan
hour when he doesn’t know it,

51 and will cut him in pieces and ap-
point his portion with the hypocrites.
That is where the weeping and grinding
of teeth will be.

25
1 “Then the Kingdom of Heaven will

be like ten virgins who took their lamps
andwent out tomeet the bridegroom.

2 Five of them were foolish, and five
were wise.

3 Those who were foolish, when they
took their lamps, took no oil with them,

4 but the wise took oil in their vessels
with their lamps.

5 Now while the bridegroom delayed,
they all slumbered and slept.

6But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Be-
hold! The bridegroom is coming! Come
out tomeet him!’

7 Then all those virgins arose, and
trimmed their lamps.†

8The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us
someofyouroil, forour lampsaregoing
out.’

9But thewise answered, saying, ‘What
if there isn’t enough forus andyou? You
go rather to those who sell, and buy for
yourselves.’

10 While they went away to buy, the
bridegroom came, and those who were
ready went in with him to the wedding
feast, and the door was shut.

11 Afterward the other virgins also
came, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open to us.’

12 But he answered, ‘Most certainly I
tell you, I don’t know you.’

13Watch therefore, foryoudon’tknow
the day nor the hour inwhich the Son of
Man is coming.

14 “For it is like a man going into an-
other country, who called his own ser-
vants and entrusted his goods to them.

15 To one he gave five talents,‡ to an-
other two, to another one, to each ac-
cording to his own ability. Then hewent
on his journey.

16 Immediately he who received the
five talents went and traded with them,
andmade another five talents.

17 In the sameway, he also who got the
two gained another two.

18 But he who received the one talent
went away and dug in the earth and hid
his lord’smoney.

19 “Now after a long time the lord of
those servants came, and settled ac-
counts with them.

20 He who received the five talents
came and brought another five talents,
saying, ‘Lord, you delivered to me five
talents. Behold, I have gained another
five talents in addition to them.’

21 “His lord said to him, ‘Well done,
good and faithful servant. You have
been faithful over a few things, I will set
you overmany things. Enter into the joy
of your lord.’

22 “He also who got the two talents
came and said, ‘Lord, you delivered
to me two talents. Behold, I have
gained another two talents in addition
to them.’

23 “His lord said to him, ‘Well done,
good and faithful servant. You have
been faithful over a few things. Iwill set
you overmany things. Enter into the joy
of your lord.’

24 “He also who had received the one
talent came and said, ‘Lord, I knew you
that you are a hardman, reaping where
youdidn’t sow, andgatheringwhereyou
didn’t scatter.

25 I was afraid, and went away and hid
your talent in the earth. Behold, you
have what is yours.’

26 “But his lord answered him, ‘You
wicked and slothful servant. You knew
that I reap where I didn’t sow, and
gather where I didn’t scatter.

27 You ought therefore to have de-
positedmymoneywith thebankers, and
at my coming I should have received
backmy ownwith interest.

28Takeaway therefore the talent from
him and give it to him who has the ten
talents.

29 For to everyone who has will be
given, and he will have abundance, but
from him who doesn’t have, even that
which he has will be taken away.

30Throw out the unprofitable servant
into the outer darkness, where there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

31 “But when the Son of Man comes in
his glory, and all the holy angels with
him, then hewill sit on the throne of his
glory.

† 25:7: The end of thewick of an oil lamp needs to be cut off periodically to avoid having it become cloggedwith carbon
deposits. The wick height is also adjusted so that the flame burns evenly and gives good light without producing a lot of
smoke. ‡ 25:15: A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds (usually used to weigh silver unless otherwise specified)
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32 Before him all the nations will be
gathered, andhewill separate themone
from another, as a shepherd separates
the sheep from the goats.

33 He will set the sheep on his right
hand, but the goats on the left.

34 Then the King will tell those on his
right hand, ‘Come, blessed ofmy Father,
inherit the Kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world;

35 for I was hungry and you gave me
food to eat. I was thirsty and you gave
me drink. I was a stranger and you took
me in.

36 I was naked and you clothed me. I
was sick and you visited me. I was in
prison and you came tome.’

37 “Then the righteous will answer
him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you
hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give
you a drink?

38When did we see you as a stranger
and take you in, or naked and clothe
you?

39 When did we see you sick or in
prison and come to you?’

40 “The King will answer them, ‘Most
certainly I tell you, because you did it to
one of the least of these my brothers,§
you did it tome.’

41Then he will say also to those on the
left hand, ‘Depart fromme, you cursed,
into the eternal fire which is prepared
for the devil and his angels;

42 for Iwas hungry, and youdidn’t give
me food to eat; I was thirsty, and you
gaveme no drink;

43 I was a stranger, and you didn’t take
me in; naked, and you didn’t clothe me;
sick, and in prison, and you didn’t visit
me.’

44 “Then they will also answer, saying,
‘Lord, when did we see you hungry, or
thirsty, or a stranger, or naked, or sick,
or in prison, and didn’t help you?’

45 “Then he will answer them, saying,
‘Most certainly I tell you, because you
didn’t do it to one of the least of these,
you didn’t do it tome.’

46Thesewill go away into eternal pun-
ishment, but the righteous into eternal
life.”

26
1WhenJesushadfinishedall thesewords,

he said to his disciples,
2 “You know that after two days the

Passover is coming, and the Son of Man
will be delivered up to be crucified.”

3 Then the chief priests, the scribes, and
the elders of the people were gathered to-
gether in the court of the high priest, who
was called Caiaphas.

4 They took counsel together that they
might take Jesus by deceit and kill him.

5But they said, “Not during the feast, lest
a riot occur amongst the people.”

6Now when Jesus was in Bethany, in the
house of Simon the leper,

7 a woman came to him having an al-
abaster jar of very expensive ointment, and
she poured it on his head as he sat at the
table.

8 But when his disciples saw this, they
were indignant, saying, “Why this waste?

9 For this ointment might have been sold
for much and given to the poor.”

10 However, knowing this, Jesus said to
them, “Why do you trouble the woman?
She has done a goodwork forme.

11 For you always have the poor with
you, but you don’t always haveme.

12 For in pouring this ointment on
my body, she did it to prepare me for
burial.

13Most certainly I tell you, wherever
thisGoodNews is preached in thewhole
world, what this woman has done will
also be spoken of as amemorial of her.”

14Then one of the twelve, whowas called
Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests

15 and said, “What are you willing to give
me if I deliver him to you?” So theyweighed
out for him thirty pieces of silver.

16 From that time he sought opportunity
to betray him.

17 Now on the first day of unleavened
bread, the disciples came to Jesus, saying to
him, “Where do you want us to prepare for
you to eat the Passover?”

18He said, “Go into the city to a certain
person, and tell him, ‘The Teacher says,
“My time is at hand. I will keep the
Passover at your house with my disci-
ples.” ’ ”

19 The disciples did as Jesus commanded
them, and they prepared the Passover.

20 Now when evening had come, he was
reclining at the table with the twelve disci-
ples.

21 As they were eating, he said, “Most
certainly I tell you that one of you will
betrayme.”

22 They were exceedingly sorrowful, and
each began to ask him, “It isn’t me, is it,
Lord?”

23 He answered, “He who dipped his
handwithme in thedishwill betrayme.

§ 25:40: The word for “brothers” heremay be also correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”
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24 The Son of Man goes even as it is
written of him, but woe to that man
through whom the Son of Man is be-
trayed! It would be better for that man
if he had not been born.”

25 Judas, who betrayed him, answered, “It
isn’t me, is it, Rabbi?”
He said to him, “You said it.”
26 As they were eating, Jesus took bread,

gave thanks for† it, and broke it. He gave
to the disciples and said, “Take, eat; this is
my body.”

27He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave
to them, saying, “All of you drink it,

28 for this is my blood of the new
covenant, which is poured out formany
for the remission of sins.

29But I tell you that I will not drink of
this fruit of the vine from now on, until
that day when I drink it anew with you
inmy Father’s Kingdom.”

30When theyhad sung ahymn, theywent
out to theMount of Olives.

31 Then Jesus said to them, “All of you
will be made to stumble because of me
tonight, for it iswritten, ‘Iwill strike the
shepherd, and the sheepof theflockwill
be scattered.’*

32 But after I am raised up, I will go
before you into Galilee.”

33 But Peter answered him, “Even if all
will be made to stumble because of you, I
will never bemade to stumble.”

34 Jesus said to him, “Most certainly I
tell you that tonight, before the rooster
crows, youwill denyme three times.”

35 Peter said to him, “Even if I must die
with you, I will not deny you.” All of the
disciples also said likewise.

36 Then Jesus came with them to a place
called Gethsemane, and said to his dis-
ciples, “Sit here, while I go there and
pray.”

37 He took with him Peter and the two
sons of Zebedee, and began to be sorrowful
and severely troubled.

38 Then Jesus said to them, “My soul is
exceedingly sorrowful, even to death.
Stay here andwatch withme.”

39 He went forward a little, fell on his
face, and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it
is possible, let this cup pass away from
me; nevertheless, not what I desire, but
what you desire.”

40 He came to the disciples and found
them sleeping, and said to Peter, “What,
couldn’t you watch with me for one
hour?

41Watchandpray, that youdon’t enter
into temptation. The spirit indeed is
willing, but the flesh is weak.”

42Again, a second time hewent away and
prayed, saying, “My Father, if this cup
can’t pass away from me unless I drink
it, your desire be done.”

43He came again and found them sleep-
ing, for their eyes were heavy.

44 He left them again, went away, and
prayed a third time, saying the samewords.

45 Then he came to his disciples and said
to them, “Are you still sleeping and rest-
ing? Behold, thehour is athand, and the
Son ofMan is betrayed into the hands of
sinners.

46Arise, let’s be going. Behold, he who
betraysme is at hand.”

47While he was still speaking, behold, Ju-
das, one of the twelve, came, and with him
a great multitude with swords and clubs,
from the chief priests and elders of the peo-
ple.

48 Now he who betrayed him had given
them a sign, saying, “Whoever I kiss, he is
the one. Seize him.”

49 Immediatelyhe came to Jesus, and said,
“Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him.

50 Jesus said to him, “Friend, why are
you here?”
Then they came and laid hands on Jesus,

and took him.
51 Behold, one of those who were with

Jesus stretched out his hand and drew his
sword, and struck the servant of the high
priest, and cut off his ear.

52 Then Jesus said to him, “Put your
sword back into its place, for all those
who take the sword will die by the
sword.

53 Or do you think that I couldn’t ask
my Father, and he would even now send
memore than twelve legions of angels?

54 How then would the Scriptures be
fulfilled that it must be so?”

55 In that hour Jesus said to the multi-
tudes, “Have you come out as against a
robber with swords and clubs to seize
me? I sat daily in the temple teaching,
and you didn’t arrestme.

56 But all this has happened that the
Scriptures of the prophets might be ful-
filled.”
Then all the disciples left him and fled.
57 Those who had taken Jesus led him

away to Caiaphas the high priest, where
the scribes and the elders were gathered
together.

† 26:26: TR reads “blessed” instead of “gave thanks for” * 26:31: Zechariah 13:7
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58But Peter followed him from a distance
to the court of the high priest, and entered
in and sat with the officers, to see the end.

59 Now the chief priests, the elders, and
the whole council sought false testimony
against Jesus, that they might put him to
death,

60 and they found none. Even though
many false witnesses came forward, they
found none. But at last two false witnesses
came forward

61 and said, “This man said, ‘I am able to
destroy the temple of God, and to build it in
three days.’ ”

62 The high priest stood up and said to
him, “Have you no answer? What is this
that these testify against you?”

63But Jesus stayed silent. The high priest
answered him, “I adjure you by the living
God that you tell us whether you are the
Christ, the Son of God.”

64 Jesus said to him, “You have said so.
Nevertheless, I tell you, after this you
will see the Son of Man sitting at the
right hand of Power, and coming on the
clouds of the sky.”

65 Then the high priest tore his clothing,
saying, “Hehas spoken blasphemy! Why do
we need any more witnesses? Behold, now
you have heard his blasphemy.

66What do you think?”
They answered, “He is worthy of death!”
67Then they spat in his face and beat him

with their fists, and some slapped him,
68 saying, “Prophesy to us, you Christ!

Who hit you?”
69 Now Peter was sitting outside in the

court, and amaid came to him, saying, “You
were also with Jesus, the Galilean!”

70But he denied it before themall, saying,
“I don’t knowwhat you are talking about.”

71When he had gone out onto the porch,
someone else saw him and said to those
who were there, “This man also was with
Jesus of Nazareth.”

72Again he denied itwith an oath, “I don’t
know theman.”

73 After a little while those who stood by
came and said to Peter, “Surely you are also
one of them, for your speech makes you
known.”

74Then he began to curse and to swear, “I
don’t know theman!”
Immediately the rooster crowed.
75 Peter remembered the word which Je-

sus had said to him, “Before the rooster
crows, you will deny me three times.”
Then he went out and wept bitterly.

27
1 Now when morning had come, all the

chief priests and the elders of the people
took counsel against Jesus to put him to
death.

2 They bound him, led him away, and
delivered him up to Pontius Pilate, the gov-
ernor.

3 Then Judas, who betrayed him, when
he saw that Jesus was condemned, felt re-
morse, andbroughtback the thirtypiecesof
silver to the chief priests and elders,

4 saying, “I have sinned in that I betrayed
innocent blood.”
But they said, “What is that to us? You see

to it.”
5 He threw down the pieces of silver in

the sanctuary and departed. Then he went
away and hanged himself.

6The chief priests took the pieces of silver
andsaid, “It’snot lawful toput theminto the
treasury, since it is the price of blood.”

7 They took counsel, and bought the pot-
ter’s field with them to bury strangers in.

8Therefore thatfieldhasbeen called “The
Field of Blood” to this day.

9 Then that which was spoken through
Jeremiah† the prophet was fulfilled, saying,
“They took the thirty pieces of silver,

thepriceofhimuponwhomapricehad
been set,

whom some of the children of Israel
priced,

10and they gave them for the potter’s field,
as the Lord commandedme.”*

11 Now Jesus stood before the governor;
and the governor asked him, saying, “Are
you the King of the Jews?”
Jesus said to him, “So you say.”
12 When he was accused by the chief

priests and elders, he answered nothing.
13ThenPilate said to him, “Don’t youhear

howmany things they testify against you?”
14 He gave him no answer, not even

one word, so that the governor marvelled
greatly.

15 Now at the feast the governor was ac-
customed to release to the multitude one
prisoner whom they desired.

16Theyhad thenanotableprisoner called
Barabbas.

17 When therefore they were gathered
together, Pilate said to them, “Whomdo you
want me to release to you? Barabbas, or
Jesus who is called Christ?”

18 For he knew that because of envy they
had delivered him up.

19While he was sitting on the judgement
seat, his wife sent to him, saying, “Have

† 27:9: somemanuscripts omit “Jeremiah” * 27:10: Zechariah 11:12-13; Jeremiah 19:1-13; 32:6-9
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nothing to dowith that righteousman, for I
have sufferedmany things today inadream
because of him.”

20 Now the chief priests and the elders
persuaded the multitudes to ask for Barab-
bas and destroy Jesus.

21 But the governor answered them,
“Which of the two do you want me to
release to you?”
They said, “Barabbas!”
22 Pilate said to them, “What then shall I

do to Jesus who is called Christ?”
They all said to him, “Let him be cruci-

fied!”
23But the governor said, “Why? What evil

has he done?”
But they cried out exceedingly, saying,

“Let him be crucified!”
24 So when Pilate saw that nothing was

being gained, but rather that a disturbance
was starting, he took water and washed
his hands before the multitude, saying, “I
am innocent of the blood of this righteous
person. You see to it.”

25 All the people answered, “May his
blood be on us and on our children!”

26 Then he released Barabbas to them,
but Jesus he flogged and delivered to be
crucified.

27 Then the governor’s soldiers took Je-
sus into the Praetorium, and gathered the
whole garrison together against him.

28 They stripped him and put a scarlet
robe on him.

29 They braided a crown of thorns and
put it on his head, and a reed in his right
hand; and they knelt down before him
and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the
Jews!”

30They spatonhim, and took the reedand
struck him on the head.

31When they had mocked him, they took
the robe offhim, andput his clothes onhim,
and led him away to crucify him.

32 As they came out, they found a man
of Cyrene, Simon by name, and they com-
pelled him to go with them, that he might
carry his cross.

33When they came to a place called “Gol-
gotha”, that is to say, “The place of a skull,”

34 they gave him sour wine‡ to drink
mixed with gall.§ When he had tasted it, he
would not drink.

35When they had crucified him, they di-
vided his clothing amongst them, casting
lots,†

36and they sat and watched him there.
37 They set up over his head the accusa-

tion against him written, “THIS IS JESUS,
THE KING OF THE JEWS.”

38Then there were two robbers crucified
with him, one on his right hand and one on
the left.

39Those who passed by blasphemed him,
wagging their heads

40 and saying, “You who destroy the tem-
ple and build it in three days, save yourself!
If you are the Son of God, come down from
the cross!”

41Likewise the chief priests alsomocking
with the scribes, the Pharisees,‡ and the
elders, said,

42 “He saved others, but he can’t save
himself. If he is the King of Israel, let him
comedown from the cross now, andwewill
believe in him.

43He trusts in God. Let God deliver him
now, if he wants him; for he said, ‘I am the
Son of God.’ ”

44 The robbers also who were crucified
with him cast on him the same reproach.

45 Now from the sixth hour§ there was
darkness over all the land until the ninth
hour.†

46 About the ninth hour Jesus cried
with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lima‡
sabachthani?” That is, “MyGod,myGod,
why have you forsakenme?”*

47 Some of them who stood there, when
they heard it, said, “This man is calling
Elijah.”

48 Immediately one of them ran and took
a sponge, filled it with vinegar, put it on a
reed, and gave him a drink.

49 The rest said, “Let him be. Let’s see
whether Elijah comes to save him.”

50 Jesus cried againwith a loud voice, and
yielded up his spirit.

51Behold, the veil of the temple was torn
in two from the top to the bottom. The earth
quaked and the rocks were split.

52 The tombs were opened, and many
bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep
were raised;

53 and coming out of the tombs after his
resurrection, they entered into the holy city
and appeared to many.

54Now the centurion and thosewhowere
with him watching Jesus, when they saw
the earthquake and the things that were
done,were terrified, saying, “Truly thiswas
the Son of God!”

‡ 27:34: or, vinegar § 27:34: Gall is a bitter-tasting, dark green oil from a wormwood plant that is alcoholic in
its effect. † 27:35: TR adds “that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet: ‘They divided my garments
amongst them, and formyclothing they cast lots;’ ” [seePsalms22:18and John19:24] ‡ 27:41: TRomits “thePharisees”
§ 27:45: noon † 27:45: 3:00 p.m. ‡ 27:46: TR reads “lama” instead of “lima” * 27:46: Psalms 22:1
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55 Many women were there watching
from afar, who had followed Jesus from
Galilee, serving him.

56 Amongst them were Mary Magdalene,
Mary the mother of James and Joses, and
themother of the sons of Zebedee.

57 When evening had come, a rich man
from Arimathaea named Joseph, who him-
self was also Jesus’ disciple, came.

58 This man went to Pilate and asked for
Jesus’ body. Then Pilate commanded the
body to be given up.

59 Joseph took the body andwrapped it in
a clean linen cloth

60 and laid it in his own new tomb, which
he had cut out in the rock. Then he rolled
a large stone against the door of the tomb,
and departed.

61 Mary Magdalene was there, and the
other Mary, sitting opposite the tomb.

62Nowon thenext day,whichwas theday
after the Preparation Day, the chief priests
and the Pharisees were gathered together
to Pilate,

63 saying, “Sir, we remember what that
deceiver said while he was still alive: ‘After
three days I will rise again.’

64 Command therefore that the tomb be
made secure until the third day, lest per-
haps his disciples come at night and steal
him away, and tell the people, ‘He is risen
from the dead;’ and the last deception will
be worse than the first.”

65 Pilate said to them, “You have a guard.
Go, make it as secure as you can.”

66 So they went with the guard and made
the tomb secure, sealing the stone.

28
1 Now after the Sabbath, as it began to

dawn on the first day of the week, Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary came to see
the tomb.

2 Behold, there was a great earthquake,
for an angel of the Lord descended from
the sky and came and rolled away the stone
from the door and sat on it.

3His appearance was like lightning, and
his clothing white as snow.

4 For fear of him, the guards shook, and
became like deadmen.

5 The angel answered the women, “Don’t
be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus,
who has been crucified.

6He is not here, for he has risen, just like
he said. Come, see the placewhere the Lord
was lying.

7Go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has
risen from the dead, and behold, he goes

before you into Galilee; there you will see
him.’ Behold, I have told you.”

8 They departed quickly from the tomb
with fear and great joy, and ran to bring his
disciples word.

9As theywent to tell his disciples, behold,
Jesus met them, saying, “Rejoice!”
They came and took hold of his feet, and

worshipped him.
10 Then Jesus said to them, “Don’t be

afraid. Go tell my brothers † that they
should go into Galilee, and there they
will seeme.”

11 Now while they were going, behold,
some of the guards came into the city and
told the chief priests all the things that had
happened.

12 When they were assembled with the
elders and had taken counsel, they gave a
large amount of silver to the soldiers,

13 saying, “Say that his disciples came by
night and stole him awaywhile we slept.

14 If this comes to the governor’s ears, we
will persuade him and make you free of
worry.”

15 So they took themoney and did as they
were told. This saying was spread abroad
amongst the Jews, and continues until to-
day.

16 But the eleven disciples went into
Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had
sent them.

17When they saw him, they bowed down
to him; but some doubted.

18 Jesus came to them and spoke to them,
saying, “All authority has been given to
me in heaven and on earth.

19 Go‡ and make disciples of all na-
tions, baptising them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit,

20 teaching them to observe all things
that I commanded you. Behold, I am
with you always, even to the end of the
age.” Amen.

† 28:10: The word for “brothers” here may be also correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ‡ 28:19:
TR and NU add “therefore”
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The Good News According to
Mark

1Thebeginning of theGoodNews of Jesus
Christ, the Son of God.

2As it is written in the prophets,
“Behold,† I sendmymessenger before your

face,
who will prepare your way before
you:*

3 the voice of one crying in the wilderness,
‘Make ready the way of the Lord!
Make his paths straight!’ ”*

4 John came baptising‡ in the wilderness
and preaching the baptism of repentance
for forgiveness of sins.

5All the country of Judea and all those of
Jerusalemwent out to him. They were bap-
tised by him in the Jordan river, confessing
their sins.

6 Johnwas clothedwith camel’shair anda
leather belt aroundhiswaist. He ate locusts
and wild honey.

7Hepreached, saying, “Aftermecomeshe
who is mightier than I, the strap of whose
sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and
loosen.

8 I baptised you in§ water, but he will
baptise you in the Holy Spirit.”

9 In those days, Jesus came fromNazareth
of Galilee, and was baptised by John in the
Jordan.

10 Immediately coming up from the wa-
ter, he saw the heavens parting and the
Spirit descending on him like a dove.

11Avoice cameout of the sky, “Youaremy
beloved Son, in whom I amwell pleased.”

12 Immediately the Spirit drove him out
into the wilderness.

13 He was there in the wilderness forty
days, tempted by Satan. He was with the
wild animals; and the angels were serving
him.

14Now after John was taken into custody,
Jesus came intoGalilee, preaching theGood
News of God’s Kingdom,

15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and
God’s Kingdom is at hand! Repent, and
believe in the Good News.”

16 Passing along by the sea of Galilee,
he saw Simon and Andrew, the brother of
Simon, casting a net into the sea, for they
were fishermen.

17 Jesus said to them, “Come after me,
and I will make you into fishers for
men.”

18 Immediately they left their nets, and
followed him.

19Going on a little further from there, he
saw James the son of Zebedee, and John his
brother, whowere also in the boatmending
the nets.

20 Immediately he called them, and they
left their father, Zebedee, in the boat with
the hired servants, and went after him.

21Theywent into Capernaum, and imme-
diately on the Sabbath day he entered into
the synagogue and taught.

22 They were astonished at his teaching,
for he taught them as having authority, and
not as the scribes.

23 Immediately there was in their syna-
gogue amanwith an unclean spirit, and he
cried out,

24 saying, “Ha! What do we have to do
with you, Jesus, you Nazarene? Have you
come to destroy us? I know who you are:
the Holy One of God!”

25 Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be quiet,
and come out of him!”

26The unclean spirit, convulsing him and
crying with a loud voice, came out of him.

27 They were all amazed, so that they
questioned amongst themselves, saying,
“What is this? A new teaching? For with
authority he commands even the unclean
spirits, and they obey him!”

28 The report of him went out imme-
diately everywhere into all the region of
Galilee and its surrounding area.

29 Immediately, when they had come out
of the synagogue, they came into the house
of SimonandAndrew,with James and John.

30 Now Simon’s wife’s mother lay sick
with a fever, and immediately they told him
about her.

31He came and took her by the hand and
raised her up. The fever left her immedi-
ately,† and she served them.

32At evening, when the sun had set, they
brought to him all who were sick and those
whowere possessed by demons.

33All the citywas gathered together at the
door.

34 He healed many who were sick
with various diseases and cast out many
demons. He didn’t allow the demons to
speak, because they knew him.

35 Early in the morning, while it was still
dark, he roseupandwentout, anddeparted
into a deserted place, and prayed there.

† 1:2: “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
* 1:2: Malachi 3:1 * 1:3: Isaiah 40:3 ‡ 1:4: or, immersing § 1:8: The Greek word (en) translated here as
“in” could also be translated as “with” in some contexts. † 1:31: NU omits “immediately”.
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36 Simon and those who were with him
searched for him.

37 They found him and told him, “Every-
one is looking for you.”

38He said to them, “Let’s go elsewhere
into the next towns, that I may preach
there also, because I came out for this
reason.”

39Hewent into their synagogues through-
out all Galilee, preaching and casting out
demons.

40 A leper came to him, begging him,
kneelingdown tohim, and saying tohim, “If
you want to, you canmakeme clean.”

41 Being moved with compassion, he
stretched out his hand, and touched him,
and said to him, “I want to. Be made
clean.”

42 When he had said this, immediately
the leprosy departed from him and he was
made clean.

43 He strictly warned him and immedi-
ately sent him out,

44 and said to him, “See that you say
nothing to anybody, but go show your-
self to the priest and offer for your
cleansing the things which Moses com-
manded, for a testimony to them.”

45But hewent out, and began to proclaim
it much, and to spread about the matter,
so that Jesus could no more openly enter
into a city, but was outside in desert places.
People came to him from everywhere.

2
1Whenhe entered again into Capernaum

after some days, it was heard that hewas at
home.

2 Immediately many were gathered to-
gether, so that there was no more room,
not even around the door; and he spoke the
word to them.

3 Four people came, carrying a paralytic
to him.

4When they could not come near to him
for the crowd, they removed the roofwhere
he was. When they had broken it up, they
let down the mat that the paralytic was
lying on.

5 Jesus, seeing their faith, said to the par-
alytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven you.”

6 But there were some of the scribes sit-
ting there and reasoning in their hearts,

7 “Why does this man speak blasphemies
like that? Who can forgive sins but God
alone?”

8 Immediately Jesus, perceiving in his
spirit that they so reasoned within them-
selves, said to them, “Why do you reason
these things in your hearts?

9Which is easier, to tell the paralytic,
‘Your sins are forgiven;’ or to say, ‘Arise,
and take up your bed, andwalk’?

10But that you may know that the Son
ofManhas authority on earth to forgive
sins”—he said to the paralytic—

11 “I tell you, arise, take up your mat,
and go to your house.”

12He arose, and immediately took up the
matandwentout in frontof themall, so that
they were all amazed and glorified God,
saying, “We never saw anything like this!”

13 He went out again by the seaside. All
the multitude came to him, and he taught
them.

14As he passed by, he saw Levi the son of
Alphaeus sitting at the tax office. He said
to him, “Follow me.” And he arose and
followed him.

15 He was reclining at the table in his
house, andmany tax collectors and sinners
sat down with Jesus and his disciples, for
there weremany, and they followed him.

16 The scribes and the Pharisees, when
they saw that he was eating with the sin-
ners and tax collectors, said to his disciples,
“Why is it that he eats and drinks with tax
collectors and sinners?”

17 When Jesus heard it, he said to them,
“Thosewhoarehealthyhavenoneedfor
a physician, but those who are sick. I
came not to call the righteous, but sin-
ners to repentance.”

18 John’s disciples and the Pharisees were
fasting, and they came and asked him,
“Whydo John’sdisciplesand thedisciplesof
the Pharisees fast, but your disciples don’t
fast?”

19 Jesus said to them, “Can the grooms-
men fast while the bridegroom is with
them? As long as they have the bride-
groomwith them, they can’t fast.

20 But the days will come when the
bridegroom will be taken away from
them, and then they will fast in that
day.

21 No one sews a piece of unshrunk
cloth on an old garment, or else the
patch shrinks and the new tears away
from the old, and aworse hole ismade.

22No one puts newwine into old wine-
skins; or else the new wine will burst
the skins, and the wine pours out, and
the skinswill be destroyed; but they put
newwine into fresh wineskins.”

23 He was going on the Sabbath day
through the grain fields; and his disciples
began, as they went, to pluck the ears of
grain.

24ThePharisees said tohim, “Behold,why
do they do that which is not lawful on the
Sabbath day?”
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25He said to them, “Did you never read
what David did when he had need and
was hungry—he, and those who were
with him?

26How he entered into God’s house at
the timeofAbiathar thehighpriest, and
ate the show bread, which is not lawful
to eat except for the priests, and gave
also to those whowere with him?”

27 He said to them, “The Sabbath was
madeforman,notmanfor theSabbath.

28 Therefore the Son of Man is lord
even of the Sabbath.”

3
1 He entered again into the synagogue,

and therewas aman therewhose handwas
withered.

2 They watched him, whether he would
heal him on the Sabbath day, that they
might accuse him.

3 He said to the man whose hand was
withered, “Stand up.”

4 He said to them, “Is it lawful on the
Sabbath day to do good or to do harm?
To save a life or to kill?” But they were
silent.

5 When he had looked around at them
with anger, being grieved at the hardening
of their hearts, he said to theman, “Stretch
out your hand.” He stretched it out,
and his handwas restored as healthy as the
other.

6 The Pharisees went out, and immedi-
ately conspired with the Herodians against
him, how theymight destroy him.

7 Jesus withdrew to the sea with his dis-
ciples; and a great multitude followed him
from Galilee, from Judea,

8 from Jerusalem, from Idumaea, beyond
the Jordan, and those from around Tyre
and Sidon. A greatmultitude, hearingwhat
great things he did, came to him.

9He spoke to his disciples that a little boat
should stay near him because of the crowd,
so that they wouldn’t press on him.

10 For he had healed many, so that as
many as had diseases pressed on him that
theymight touch him.

11Theuncleanspirits,whenever they saw
him, fell down before him and cried, “You
are the Son of God!”

12 He sternly warned them that they
should not make him known.

13 He went up into the mountain and
called to himself those whom he wanted,
and they went to him.

14 He appointed twelve, that they might
be with him, and that he might send them
out to preach

15and tohaveauthority toheal sicknesses
and to cast out demons:

16 Simon (to whom he gave the name Pe-
ter);

17 James the son of Zebedee; and John, the
brother of James, (whom he called Boan-
erges, whichmeans, Sons of Thunder);

18 Andrew; Philip; Bartholomew;
Matthew; Thomas; James, the son of
Alphaeus; Thaddaeus; Simon the Zealot;

19 and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed
him.
Then he came into a house.
20 The multitude came together again, so

that they could not so much as eat bread.
21 When his friends heard it, they went

out to seize him; for they said, “He is in-
sane.”

22 The scribes who came down from
Jerusalem said, “He has Beelzebul,” and,
“By the prince of the demons he casts out
the demons.”

23 He summoned them and said to them
in parables, “How can Satan cast out Sa-
tan?

24 If a kingdom is divided against it-
self, that kingdom cannot stand.

25 If a house is divided against itself,
that house cannot stand.

26 If Satan has risen up against him-
self, and is divided, he can’t stand, but
has an end.

27But no one can enter into the house
of the strong man to plunder unless he
first binds the strong man; then he will
plunder his house.

28 “Most certainly I tell you, all sins of
thedescendantsofmanwillbe forgiven,
including their blasphemies withwhich
theymay blaspheme;

29 but whoever may blaspheme
against the Holy Spirit never has
forgiveness, but is subject to eternal
condemnation.”†

30—because they said, “Hehas anunclean
spirit.”

31Hismother and his brothers came, and
standing outside, they sent to him, calling
him.

32 A multitude was sitting around him,
and they told him, “Behold, your mother,
your brothers, and your sisters‡ are outside
looking for you.”

33 He answered them, “Who are my
mother andmy brothers?”

34 Looking around at those who sat
around him, he said, “Behold, mymother
andmy brothers!

35 For whoever does the will of God is
my brother, my sister, andmother.”

† 3:29: NU reads, guilty of an eternal sin. ‡ 3:32: TR omits “your sisters”
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4
1Again he began to teach by the seaside.

A great multitude was gathered to him, so
that he entered into a boat in the sea and sat
down. All themultitudewereon the landby
the sea.

2He taught themmany things inparables,
and told them in his teaching,

3“Listen! Behold, the farmerwent out
to sow.

4 As he sowed, some seed fell by the
road, and the birds† cameanddevoured
it.

5 Others fell on the rocky ground,
where it had little soil, and immediately
it sprang up, because it had no depth of
soil.

6 When the sun had risen, it was
scorched; and because it had no root, it
withered away.

7Others fell amongst the thorns, and
the thorns grew up and choked it, and it
yielded no fruit.

8 Others fell into the good ground
and yielded fruit, growing up and in-
creasing. Some produced thirty times,
some sixty times, and some one hun-
dred times asmuch.”

9 He said, “Whoever has ears to hear,
let him hear.”

10 When he was alone, those who were
around him with the twelve asked him
about the parables.

11He said to them, “To you is given the
mystery of God’s Kingdom, but to those
who are outside, all things are done in
parables,

12 that ‘seeing they may see and not
perceive, and hearing they may hear
and not understand, lest perhaps they
should turn again, and their sins should
be forgiven them.’ ”*

13 He said to them, “Don’t you under-
stand this parable? Howwill you under-
stand all of the parables?

14The farmer sows the word.
15 The ones by the road are the ones

where the word is sown; and when they
have heard, immediately Satan comes
and takesaway thewordwhichhasbeen
sown in them.

16These in the samewayare thosewho
aresownontherockyplaces,who,when
they have heard the word, immediately
receive it with joy.

17 They have no root in themselves,
butareshort-lived. Whenoppressionor
persecution arises because of the word,
immediately they stumble.

18 Others are those who are sown
amongst the thorns. These are those
who have heard the word,

19 and the cares of this age, and the
deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of
other thingsentering in choke theword,
and it becomes unfruitful.

20Those which were sown on the good
ground are those who hear the word,
accept it, and bear fruit, some thirty
times, some sixty times, and some one
hundred times.”

21He said to them, “Is a lampbrought to
be put under a basket ‡ or under a bed?
Isn’t it put on a stand?

22 For there is nothing hidden except
that it should be made known, neither
was anything made secret but that it
should come to light.

23 If any man has ears to hear, let him
hear.”

24 He said to them, “Take heed what
you hear. With whatever measure you
measure, itwillbemeasuredtoyou; and
more will be given to youwho hear.

25 For whoever has, to him more will
be given; and he who doesn’t have, even
that which he has will be taken away
fromhim.”

26 He said, “God’s Kingdom is as if a
man should cast seed on the earth,

27 and should sleep and rise night and
day, and the seed should spring up and
grow, though he doesn’t know how.

28 For the earth bears fruit by itself:
first the blade, then the ear, then the
full grain in the ear.

29 But when the fruit is ripe, immedi-
ately he puts in the sickle, because the
harvest has come.”

30 He said, “How will we liken God’s
Kingdom? Orwith what parable will we
illustrate it?

31 It’s like a grain of mustard seed,
which, when it is sown in the earth,
though it is less than all the seeds that
are on the earth,

32 yet when it is sown, grows up and
becomes greater than all the herbs, and
puts out great branches, so that the
birds of the sky can lodge under its
shadow.”

33With many such parables he spoke the
word to them, as they were able to hear it.

34 Without a parable he didn’t speak to
them; but privately to his own disciples he
explained everything.

† 4:4: TR adds “of the air” * 4:12: Isaiah 6:9-10 ‡ 4:21: literally, a modion, a dry measuring basket containing
about a peck (about 9 litres)
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35 On that day, when evening had come,
he said to them, “Let’sgoover to theother
side.”

36 Leaving the multitude, they took him
with them, even as he was, in the boat.
Other small boats were also with him.

37A big wind storm arose, and the waves
beat into theboat, somuch that theboatwas
already filled.

38He himself was in the stern, asleep on
the cushion; and they woke him up and
asked him, “Teacher, don’t you care that we
are dying?”

39 He awoke and rebuked the wind, and
said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” Thewind
ceased and there was a great calm.

40 He said to them, “Why are you so
afraid? How is it that you have no
faith?”

41 They were greatly afraid and said to
one another, “Who then is this, that even
the wind and the sea obey him?”

5
1 They came to the other side of the sea,

into the country of the Gadarenes.
2When he had come out of the boat, im-

mediately amanwith an unclean spiritmet
him out of the tombs.

3 He lived in the tombs. Nobody could
bind him anymore, not even with chains,

4 because he had been often bound with
fetters and chains, and the chains had been
torn apart by him, and the fetters broken
in pieces. Nobody had the strength to tame
him.

5Always, night and day, in the tombs and
in the mountains, he was crying out, and
cutting himself with stones.

6Whenhe saw Jesus fromafar, he ranand
bowed down to him,

7and crying outwith a loudvoice, he said,
“What have I to do with you, Jesus, you Son
of the Most High God? I adjure you by God,
don’t torment me.”

8 For he said to him, “Come out of the
man, you unclean spirit!”

9He asked him, “What is your name?”
He said to him, “My name is Legion, for

we aremany.”
10He begged himmuch that hewould not

send them away out of the country.
11Now on the mountainside there was a

great herd of pigs feeding.
12 All the demons begged him, saying,

“Send us into the pigs, that we may enter
into them.”

13 At once Jesus gave them permission.
The unclean spirits came out and entered
into the pigs. The herd of about two thou-
sand rushed down the steep bank into the
sea, and they were drowned in the sea.

14 Those who fed the pigs fled, and told it
in the city and in the country.
The people came to see what it was that

had happened.
15 They came to Jesus, and saw him

who had been possessed by demons sitting,
clothed, and in his right mind, even him
who had the legion; and they were afraid.

16 Those who saw it declared to them
what happened to him who was possessed
by demons, and about the pigs.

17 They began to beg him to depart from
their region.

18 As he was entering into the boat, he
whohad been possessed by demons begged
him that hemight be with him.

19 He didn’t allow him, but said to him,
“Go to your house, to your friends, and
tell themwhat great things the Lordhas
done for you and how he had mercy on
you.”

20Hewenthisway, andbegan toproclaim
in Decapolis how Jesus had done great
things for him, and everyonemarvelled.

21 When Jesus had crossed back over in
the boat to the other side, a great multitude
was gathered to him; and hewas by the sea.

22 Behold, one of the rulers of the syna-
gogue, Jairus by name, came; and seeing
him, he fell at his feet

23 and begged him much, saying, “My lit-
tle daughter is at the point of death. Please
come and lay your hands on her, that she
may bemade healthy, and live.”

24 He went with him, and a great multi-
tude followed him, and they pressed upon
him on all sides.

25A certain woman who had a discharge
of blood for twelve years,

26and had sufferedmany things bymany
physicians, and had spent all that she had,
and was no better, but rather grewworse,

27having heard the things concerning Je-
sus, came up behind him in the crowd and
touched his clothes.

28 For she said, “If I just touch his clothes,
I will be made well.”

29 Immediately the flow of her blood was
dried up, and she felt in her body that she
was healed of her affliction.

30 Immediately Jesus, perceiving in him-
self that the power had gone out from him,
turned around in the crowd and asked,
“Who touchedmy clothes?”

31 His disciples said to him, “You see the
multitude pressing against you, and you
say, ‘Who touchedme?’ ”

32 He looked around to see her who had
done this thing.

33But the woman, fearing and trembling,
knowing what had been done to her, came
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and fell down before him, and told him all
the truth.

34He said to her, “Daughter, your faith
has made you well. Go in peace, and be
cured of your disease.”

35 While he was still speaking, people
came from the synagogue ruler’s house,
saying, “Your daughter is dead. Why bother
the Teacher anymore?”

36 But Jesus, when he heard the message
spoken, immediately said to the ruler of
the synagogue, “Don’t be afraid, only be-
lieve.”

37He allowed no one to followhim except
Peter, James, and John the brother of James.

38 He came to the synagogue ruler’s
house, and he saw an uproar, weeping, and
great wailing.

39 When he had entered in, he said to
them, “Why do you make an uproar and
weep? The child is not dead, but is
asleep.”

40They ridiculed him. But he, having put
themall out, took the father of the child, her
mother, and those who were with him, and
went in where the child was lying.

41Taking the child by the hand, he said to
her, “Talitha cumi!” which means, being
interpreted, “Girl, I tell you, get up!”

42 Immediately the girl rose up and
walked, for she was twelve years old. They
were amazed with great amazement.

43 He strictly ordered them that no one
should know this, and commanded that
something should be given to her to eat.

6
1He went out from there. He came into

his own country, and his disciples followed
him.

2When the Sabbath had come, he began
to teach in the synagogue, and many hear-
ing him were astonished, saying, “Where
did this man get these things?” and, “What
is the wisdom that is given to this man,
that such mighty works come about by his
hands?

3 Isn’t this the carpenter, the son of Mary
and brother of James, Joses, Judah, and
Simon? Aren’t his sisters here with us?” So
they were offended at him.

4 Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not
without honour, except in his own coun-
try, and amongst his own relatives, and
in his own house.”

5He could do no mighty work there, ex-
cept that he laid his hands on a few sick
people and healed them.

6Hemarvelled because of their unbelief.
He went around the villages teaching.
7 He called to himself the twelve, and

began to send them out two by two; and

he gave them authority over the unclean
spirits.

8 He commanded them that they should
takenothing for their journey, except a staff
only: nobread, nowallet, nomoney in their
purse,

9but to wear sandals, and not put on two
tunics.

10Hesaid to them, “Whereveryouenter
into a house, stay there until you depart
from there.

11 Whoever will not receive you nor
hear you, as you depart from there,
shake off the dust that is under your
feet for a testimony against them. As-
suredly, I tell you, it will bemore tolera-
ble for Sodom and Gomorrah in the day
of judgement than for that city!”

12 They went out and preached that peo-
ple should repent.

13 They cast out many demons, and
anointed many with oil who were sick and
healed them.

14 King Herod heard this, for his name
had become known, and he said, “John the
Baptiserhas risen from thedead, and there-
fore these powers are at work in him.”

15 But others said, “He is Elijah.” Others
said, “He is a prophet, or like one of the
prophets.”

16 But Herod, when he heard this, said,
“This is John, whom I beheaded. He has
risen from the dead.”

17 For Herod himself had sent out and
arrested John and bound him in prison for
the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip’s
wife, for he hadmarried her.

18 For John had said to Herod, “It is not
lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.”

19 Herodias set herself against him and
desired to kill him, but she couldn’t,

20 for Herod feared John, knowing that
he was a righteous and holy man, and kept
him safe. When he heard him, he didmany
things, and he heard him gladly.

21 Then a convenient day came when
Herodonhisbirthdaymadeasupper forhis
nobles, the high officers, and the chief men
of Galilee.

22When the daughter of Herodias herself
came in anddanced, she pleasedHerod and
those sitting with him. The king said to the
young lady, “Ask me whatever you want,
and I will give it to you.”

23 He swore to her, “Whatever you ask
of me, I will give you, up to half of my
kingdom.”

24 She went out and said to her mother,
“What shall I ask?”
She said, “The head of John the Baptiser.”
25 She came in immediately with haste to

the king and requested, “I want you to give
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me right now the head of John the Baptiser
on a platter.”

26 The king was exceedingly sorry, but
for the sake of his oaths and of his dinner
guests, he didn’t wish to refuse her.

27 Immediately the king sent out a sol-
dier of his guard and commanded to bring
John’s head; and he went and beheaded
him in the prison,

28 and brought his head on a platter, and
gave it to the young lady; and the young
lady gave it to her mother.

29 When his disciples heard this, they
came and took up his corpse and laid it in
a tomb.

30 The apostles gathered themselves to-
gether to Jesus, and they told him all things,
whatever they had done, and whatever
they had taught.

31 He said to them, “Come away into a
deserted place, and rest awhile.” For
there were many coming and going, and
they had no leisure somuch as to eat.

32 They went away in the boat to a de-
serted place by themselves.

33They† saw themgoing, andmanyrecog-
nised himand ran there on foot fromall the
cities. They arrived before them and came
together to him.

34 Jesus came out, saw a great multitude,
and he had compassion on them because
they were like sheep without a shepherd;
and he began to teach themmany things.

35 When it was late in the day, his disci-
ples came to him and said, “This place is
deserted, and it is late in the day.

36 Send them away, that they may go into
the surrounding country and villages and
buy themselves bread, for they have noth-
ing to eat.”

37 But he answered them, “You give
them something to eat.”
Theyaskedhim, “Shallwe goandbuy two

hundred denarii‡ worth of bread and give
them something to eat?”

38Hesaid to them, “Howmany loavesdo
you have? Go see.”
When they knew, they said, “Five, and

two fish.”
39 He commanded them that everyone

should sit down in groups on the green
grass.

40 They sat down in ranks, by hundreds
and by fifties.

41 He took the five loaves and the two
fish; and looking up to heaven, he blessed
and broke the loaves, and he gave to his
disciples to set before them, and he divided
the two fish amongst them all.

42They all ate and were filled.
43They took up twelve baskets full of bro-

ken pieces and also of the fish.
44 Those who ate the loaves were§ five

thousandmen.
45 Immediately he made his disciples get

into the boat and go ahead to the other
side, to Bethsaida, while he himself sent the
multitude away.

46 After he had taken leave of them, he
went up themountain to pray.

47When evening had come, the boat was
in the middle of the sea, and he was alone
on the land.

48 Seeing them distressed in rowing, for
the wind was contrary to them, about the
fourth watch of the night he came to them,
walking on the sea;* and he would have
passed by them,

49 but they, when they saw him walking
on the sea, supposed that itwas a ghost, and
cried out;

50 for they all sawhimandwere troubled.
But he immediately spoke with them and
said to them, “Cheer up! It is I!† Don’t be
afraid.”

51He got into the boat with them; and the
wind ceased, and they were very amazed
amongst themselves, andmarvelled;

52 for they hadn’t understood about the
loaves, but their hearts were hardened.

53When they had crossed over, they came
to land at Gennesaret and moored to the
shore.

54 When they had come out of the boat,
immediately the people recognised him,

55and ran around that whole region, and
began to bring thosewhowere sick on their
mats to where they heard he was.

56Wherever he entered—into villages, or
into cities, or into the country—they laid the
sick in the marketplaces and begged him
that they might just touch the fringe‡ of his
garment; and asmany as touchedhimwere
made well.

7
1 Then the Pharisees and some of the

scribes gathered together to him, having
come from Jerusalem.

2 Now when they saw some of his disci-
ples eating bread with defiled, that is un-
washed, hands, they found fault.

3 (For the Pharisees and all the Jews don’t
eat unless they wash their hands and fore-
arms, holding to the tradition of the elders.

4They don’t eatwhen they come from the
marketplace unless they bathe themselves,
and there aremanyother thingswhich they

† 6:33: TR reads “The multitudes” instead of “They” ‡ 6:37: 200 denarii was about 7 or 8 months wages for an

agricultural labourer. § 6:44: TR adds “about” * 6:48: See Job 9:8 † 6:50: or, “I AM!” ‡ 6:56: or, tassel
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have received to hold to: washings of cups,
pitchers, bronze vessels, and couches.)

5ThePhariseesand thescribesaskedhim,
“Why don’t your disciples walk according
to the tradition of the elders, but eat their
bread with unwashed hands?”

6 He answered them, “Well did Isaiah
prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is writ-
ten,
‘This people honoursmewith their lips,

but their heart is far fromme.
7They worshipme in vain,

teachingasdoctrines the command-
ments ofmen.’*

8“Foryou set aside the commandment
of God, and hold tightly to the tradi-
tion of men—the washing of pitchers
and cups, and you do many other such
things.”

9He said to them, “Full well do you re-
ject the commandment of God, that you
may keep your tradition.

10ForMoses said, ‘Honour your father
and yourmother;’* and, ‘Hewho speaks
evil of father or mother, let him be put
to death.’*

11 But you say, ‘If a man tells his fa-
ther or his mother, “Whatever profit
youmighthavereceived fromme isCor-
ban,” ’ ”† that is to say, given to God,

12 “then you no longer allow him to do
anything for his father or hismother,

13makingvoidthewordofGodbyyour
tradition which you have handed down.
You domany things like this.”

14 He called all the multitude to himself
andsaid to them, “Hearme,allofyou,and
understand.

15There is nothing fromoutside of the
man that going into him can defile him;
but the things which proceed out of the
man are those that defile theman.

16 If anyone has ears to hear, let him
hear!”‡

17 When he had entered into a house
away from the multitude, his disciples
asked him about the parable.

18 He said to them, “Are you also with-
out understanding? Don’t you perceive
that whatever goes into the man from
outside can’t defile him,

19 because it doesn’t go into his heart,
but into his stomach, then into the la-
trine, making all foods clean?”§

20He said, “That which proceeds out of
theman, that defiles theman.

21For fromwithin, out of the hearts of
men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries,
sexual sins, murders, thefts,

22 covetings, wickedness, deceit, lust-
ful desires, an evil eye, blasphemy,
pride, and foolishness.

23 All these evil things come from
within and defile theman.”

24 From there he arose and went away
into the borders of Tyre and Sidon. He en-
tered into a house and didn’t want anyone
to know it, but he couldn’t escape notice.

25For awomanwhose little daughter had
an unclean spirit, having heard of him,
came and fell down at his feet.

26 Now the woman was a Greek, a Sy-
rophoenician by race. She begged him that
he would cast the demon out of her daugh-
ter.

27But Jesus said to her, “Let the children
befilledfirst, for it is not appropriate to
take thechildren’sbreadand throw it to
the dogs.”

28 But she answered him, “Yes, Lord. Yet
even the dogs under the table eat the chil-
dren’s crumbs.”

29 He said to her, “For this saying, go
your way. The demon has gone out of
your daughter.”

30Shewent away to her house, and found
the child having been laid on the bed, with
the demon gone out.

31 Again he departed from the borders
of Tyre and Sidon, and came to the sea of
Galilee through the middle of the region of
Decapolis.

32They brought to him one whowas deaf
and had an impediment in his speech. They
begged him to lay his hand on him.

33He took him aside from the multitude
privately and put his fingers into his ears;
and he spat and touched his tongue.

34 Looking up to heaven, he sighed, and
said to him, “Ephphatha!” that is, “Be
opened!”

35 Immediately his earswere opened, and
the impediment of his tonguewas released,
and he spoke clearly.

36He commanded them that they should
tell no one, but the more he commanded
them, so much the more widely they pro-
claimed it.

37 They were astonished beyond mea-
sure, saying, “He has done all things well.
He makes even the deaf hear and the mute
speak!”

* 7:7: Isaiah 29:13 * 7:10: Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 5:16 * 7:10: Exodus 21:17; Leviticus 20:9 † 7:11:

Corban is a Hebrewword for an offering devoted to God. ‡ 7:16: NU omits verse 16. § 7:19: NU ends Jesus’ direct
quote and question after “latrine”, ending the verse with “Thus he declared all foods clean.
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8
1 In those days, when there was a very

great multitude, and they had nothing to
eat, Jesus called his disciples to himself and
said to them,

2“Ihavecompassiononthemultitude,
because they have stayed with me now
three days and have nothing to eat.

3 If I send them away fasting to their
home, they will faint on the way, for
some of themhave come a long way.”

4 His disciples answered him, “From
where could one satisfy these people with
bread here in a deserted place?”

5He asked them, “How many loaves do
you have?”
They said, “Seven.”
6 He commanded the multitude to sit

down on the ground, and he took the seven
loaves. Having given thanks, hebroke them
and gave them to his disciples to serve, and
they served themultitude.

7 They also had a few small fish. Having
blessed them, he said to serve these also.

8 They ate and were filled. They took up
seven baskets of broken pieces that were
left over.

9 Those who had eaten were about four
thousand. Then he sent them away.

10 Immediately he entered into the boat
with his disciples and came into the region
of Dalmanutha.

11 The Pharisees came out and began to
question him, seeking fromhima sign from
heaven and testing him.

12He sighed deeply in his spirit and said,
“Why does this generation† seek a sign?
Most certainly I tell you, no sign will be
given to this generation.”

13 He left them, and again entering into
the boat, departed to the other side.

14 They forgot to take bread; and they
didn’t have more than one loaf in the boat
with them.

15He warned them, saying, “Take heed:
beware of the yeast of the Pharisees and
the yeast of Herod.”

16 They reasoned with one another, say-
ing, “It’s because we have no bread.”

17 Jesus, perceiving it, said to them, “Why
do you reason that it’s because youhave
no bread? Don’t you perceive yet or un-
derstand? Is yourheart still hardened?

18Having eyes, don’t you see? Having
ears, don’t you hear? Don’t you remem-
ber?

19 When I broke the five loaves
amongst the five thousand, how many
baskets full of broken pieces did you
take up?”

They told him, “Twelve.”
20 “When the seven loaves fed the four

thousand, howmanybaskets full of bro-
ken pieces did you take up?”
They told him, “Seven.”
21 He asked them, “Don’t you under-

stand yet?”
22He came to Bethsaida. They brought a

blind man to him and begged him to touch
him.

23 He took hold of the blind man by the
hand, and brought him out of the village.
When he had spat on his eyes, and laid
his hands on him, he asked him if he saw
anything.

24He looked up, and said, “I see men, but
I see them like walking trees.”

25 Then again he laid his hands on his
eyes. He looked intently, and was restored,
and saw everyone clearly.

26He sent him away to his house, saying,
“Don’t enter into the village, nor tell
anyone in the village.”

27 Jesus went out, with his disciples, into
the villages of Caesarea Philippi. On the
way he asked his disciples, “Who do men
say that I am?”

28 They told him, “John the Baptiser, and
others say Elijah, but others, one of the
prophets.”

29He said to them, “But who do you say
that I am?”
Peter answered, “You are the Christ.”
30He commanded them that they should

tell no one about him.
31 He began to teach them that the Son

of Man must suffer many things, and be
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and
the scribes, and be killed, and after three
days rise again.

32 He spoke to them openly. Peter took
him and began to rebuke him.

33 But he, turning around and seeing his
disciples, rebuked Peter, and said, “Get be-
hind me, Satan! For you have in mind
not the things of God, but the things of
men.”

34He called themultitude to himself with
his disciples and said to them, “Whoever
wants to come after me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross, and fol-
lowme.

35 For whoever wants to save his life
will lose it; andwhoeverwill losehis life
for my sake and the sake of the Good
Newswill save it.

36Forwhat does it profit aman to gain
the whole world and forfeit his life?

37Forwhatwillamangive inexchange
for his life?

† 8:12: The word translated “generation” here (genea) could also be translated “people”, “race”, or “family”.
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38 For whoever will be ashamed of me
and of my words in this adulterous and
sinful generation, the Son of Man also
will be ashamed of him when he comes
in his Father’s glory with the holy an-
gels.”

9
1He said to them, “Most certainly I tell

you, there are some standing here who
will in no way taste death until they see
God’s Kingdom comewith power.”

2After six days Jesus took with him Peter,
James, and John, and brought themup onto
a high mountain privately by themselves,
and he was changed into another form in
front of them.

3His clothing became glistening, exceed-
inglywhite, like snow, such as no launderer
on earth can whiten them.

4Elijah andMoses appeared to them, and
they were talking with Jesus.

5 Peter answered Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good
forus tobehere. Let’smake three tents: one
for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”

6 For he didn’t know what to say, for they
were very afraid.

7 A cloud came, overshadowing them,
and a voice came out of the cloud, “This is
my beloved Son. Listen to him.”

8 Suddenly looking around, they saw no
one with them anymore, except Jesus only.

9 As they were coming down from the
mountain, he commanded them that they
should tell no one what things they had
seen, until after the Son of Man had risen
from the dead.

10 They kept this saying to themselves,
questioningwhat the “rising fromthedead”
meant.

11 They asked him, saying, “Why do the
scribes say that Elijahmust come first?”

12He said to them, “Elijah indeed comes
first, and restores all things. How is it
written about the Son of Man, that he
should suffer many things and be de-
spised?

13 But I tell you that Elijah has come,
and they have also done to him what-
ever theywanted to, evenas it iswritten
about him.”

14 Coming to the disciples, he saw a great
multitude around them, and scribes ques-
tioning them.

15 Immediately all the multitude, when
they saw him, were greatly amazed, and
running to him, greeted him.

16 He asked the scribes, “What are you
asking them?”

17 One of the multitude answered,
“Teacher, I brought to you my son, who has
amute spirit;

18 and wherever it seizes him, it throws
him down; and he foams at the mouth,
grinds his teeth, and becomes rigid. I
asked your disciples to cast it out, and they
weren’t able.”

19He answered him, “Unbelieving gen-
eration, how long shall I be with you?
How long shall I bear with you? Bring
him tome.”

20They brought him to him, andwhen he
saw him, immediately the spirit convulsed
him and he fell on the ground, wallowing
and foaming at themouth.

21He asked his father, “How long has it
been since this has been happening to
him?”
He said, “From childhood.
22Often it has cast him both into the fire

and into the water to destroy him. But if
you can do anything, have compassion on
us and help us.”

23 Jesus said to him, “If you can believe,
all things are possible to him who be-
lieves.”

24 Immediately the father of the child
cried out with tears, “I believe. Help my
unbelief!”

25When Jesus saw that a multitude came
running together, he rebuked the unclean
spirit, saying to him, “You mute and deaf
spirit, I command you, come out of him,
and never enter him again!”

26 After crying out and convulsing him
greatly, it came out of him. The boy became
like one dead, so much that most of them
said, “He is dead.”

27 But Jesus took him by the hand and
raised him up; and he arose.

28 When he had come into the house,
his disciples asked him privately, “Why
couldn’t we cast it out?”

29He said to them, “This kind can come
out by nothing but by prayer and fast-
ing.”

30 They went out from there and passed
through Galilee. He didn’t want anyone to
know it,

31 for he was teaching his disciples, and
said to them, “The Son of Man is being
handed over to the hands of men, and
they will kill him; andwhen he is killed,
on the third day he will rise again.”

32 But they didn’t understand the saying,
and were afraid to ask him.

33 He came to Capernaum, and when he
was in the house he asked them, “What
were you arguing amongst yourselves
on the way?”

34 But they were silent, for they had dis-
puted with one another on the way about
whowas the greatest.
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35He sat down and called the twelve; and
he said to them, “If any man wants to be
first, he shall be last of all, and servant
of all.”

36He took a little child and set him in the
middle of them. Taking him in his arms, he
said to them,

37 “Whoever receives one such little
child inmy name receivesme; andwho-
ever receives me, doesn’t receive me,
but himwho sentme.”

38 John said to him, “Teacher, we saw
someone who doesn’t follow us casting out
demons in yourname; andwe forbadehim,
because he doesn’t follow us.”

39But Jesus said, “Don’t forbid him, for
there is no one who will do a mighty
work inmy name and be able quickly to
speak evil ofme.

40 For whoever is not against us is on
our side.

41 For whoever will give you a cup of
water to drink in my name because you
are Christ’s,most certainly I tell you, he
will in noway lose his reward.

42 “Whoever will cause one of these
little oneswhobelieve inme to stumble,
it would be better for him if he were
thrown into the sea with a millstone
hung around his neck.

43 If your hand causes you to stumble,
cut it off. It isbetter foryou toenter into
life maimed, rather than having your
two hands to go into Gehenna, † into the
unquenchable fire,

44 ‘where their worm doesn’t die, and
the fire is not quenched.’ *‡

45 If your foot causes you to stumble,
cut it off. It isbetter foryou toenter into
life lame, rather than having your two
feet to be cast into Gehenna, § into the
fire that will never be quenched—

46 ‘where their worm doesn’t die, and
the fire is not quenched.’ †

47 If your eye causes you to stumble,
throw it out. It is better for you to enter
intoGod’sKingdomwithoneeye, rather
than having two eyes to be cast into the
Gehenna‡ of fire,

48 ‘where their worm doesn’t die, and
the fire is not quenched.’ *

49Foreveryonewillbesaltedwithfire,
and every sacrifice will be seasoned
with salt.

50Salt is good, but if the salt has lost its
saltiness, with what will you season it?
Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace
with one another.”

10
1He arose from there and came into the

borders of Judea and beyond the Jordan.
Multitudes came together to him again. As
he usually did, hewas again teaching them.

2 Pharisees came to him testing him, and
asked him, “Is it lawful for aman to divorce
his wife?”

3 He answered, “What did Moses com-
mand you?”

4 They said, “Moses allowed a certificate
of divorce to bewritten, and to divorceher.”

5But Jesus said to them, “For your hard-
ness of heart, he wrote you this com-
mandment.

6 But from the beginning of the cre-
ation, God made them male and fe-
male.*

7 For this cause a man will leave his
father and mother, and will join to his
wife,

8 and the two will become one flesh,*
so that they are no longer two, but one
flesh.

9 What therefore God has joined to-
gether, let noman separate.”

10 In the house, his disciples asked him
again about the samematter.

11 He said to them, “Whoever divorces
his wife and marries another commits
adultery against her.

12 If awomanherself divorcesherhus-
band andmarries another, she commits
adultery.”

13 They were bringing to him little chil-
dren, that he should touch them, but the
disciples rebuked those who were bringing
them.

14 But when Jesus saw it, he was moved
with indignation and said to them, “Allow
the little children to come to me! Don’t
forbid them, forGod’sKingdombelongs
to such as these.

15 Most certainly I tell you, whoever
will not receive God’s Kingdom like a
little child, he will in no way enter into
it.”

16 He took them in his arms and blessed
them, laying his hands on them.

17 As he was going out into the way, one
ran to him, knelt before him, and asked
him, “Good Teacher, what shall I do that I
may inherit eternal life?”

18 Jesus said to him, “Whydoyoucallme
good? No one is good except one—God.

19 You know the commandments: ‘Do
not murder,’ ‘Do not commit adultery,’

† 9:43: or, Hell * 9:44: Isaiah 66:24 ‡ 9:44: NU omits verse 44. § 9:45: or, Hell † 9:46: NU omits verse 46.
‡ 9:47: or, Hell * 9:48: Isaiah 66:24 * 10:6: Genesis 1:27 * 10:8: Genesis 2:24 * 10:19: Exodus 20:12-16;
Deuteronomy 5:16-20
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‘Do not steal,’ ‘Do not give false testi-
mony,’ ‘Do not defraud,’ ‘Honour your
father andmother.’ ”*

20 He said to him, “Teacher, I have ob-
served all these things frommy youth.”

21 Jesus looking at him loved him, and
said to him, “One thing you lack. Go, sell
whatever you have and give to the poor,
and you will have treasure in heaven;
and come, follow me, taking up the
cross.”

22 But his face fell at that saying, and he
went away sorrowful, for he was one who
had great possessions.

23 Jesus looked around and said to his dis-
ciples, “How difficult it is for those who
have riches to enter into God’s King-
dom!”

24 The disciples were amazed at his
words. But Jesus answered again, “Chil-
dren, how hard it is for those who trust
in riches to enter into God’s Kingdom!

25 It is easier for a camel to go through
a needle’s eye than for a rich man to
enter into God’s Kingdom.”

26Theywere exceedingly astonished, say-
ing to him, “Thenwho can be saved?”

27 Jesus, lookingat them, said, “Withmen
it is impossible, but notwithGod, for all
things are possible with God.”

28 Peter began to tell him, “Behold, we
have left all and have followed you.”

29 Jesus said, “Most certainly I tell you,
there is no one who has left house,
or brothers, or sisters, or father, or
mother, orwife, or children, or land, for
my sake, and for the sake of the Good
News,

30 but he will receive one hundred
times more now in this time: houses,
brothers, sisters, mothers, children,
and land, with persecutions; and in the
age to come eternal life.

31 But many who are first will be last,
and the last first.”

32 They were on the way, going up to
Jerusalem; and Jesus was going in front of
them, and they were amazed; and those
who followed were afraid. He again took
the twelve, andbegan to tell themthe things
that were going to happen to him.

33 “Behold, we are going up to
Jerusalem. The Son of Man will be
delivered to the chief priests and the
scribes. They will condemn him to
death, and will deliver him to the
Gentiles.

34 They will mock him, spit on him,
scourge him, and kill him. On the third
day he will rise again.”

35 James and John, the sons of Zebedee,
came near to him, saying, “Teacher, we
want you todo foruswhateverwewill ask.”

36 He said to them, “What do you want
me to do for you?”

37 They said to him, “Grant to us that we
may sit, one at your right hand and one at
your left hand, in your glory.”

38 But Jesus said to them, “You don’t
knowwhat you are asking. Are you able
to drink the cup that I drink, and to
be baptised with the baptism that I am
baptised with?”

39They said to him, “We are able.”
Jesus said to them, “You shall indeed

drink the cup that I drink, and you shall
be baptised with the baptism that I am
baptised with;

40 but to sit at my right hand and at
my left hand is not mine to give, but for
whom it has been prepared.”

41When the ten heard it, they began to be
indignant towards James and John.

42 Jesus summoned them and said to
them, “You know that they who are
recognised as rulers over the nations
lord it over them, and their great ones
exercise authority over them.

43 But it shall not be so amongst you,
but whoever wants to become great
amongst you shall be your servant.

44 Whoever of you wants to become
first amongst you shall be bondservant
of all.

45For the Son of Man also came not to
be served but to serve, and to give his
life as a ransom formany.”

46 They came to Jericho. As he went out
from Jericho with his disciples and a great
multitude, the son of Timaeus, Bartimaeus,
a blind beggar, was sitting by the road.

47 When he heard that it was Jesus the
Nazarene, he began to cry out and say, “Je-
sus, you son of David, havemercy onme!”

48Many rebuked him, that he should be
quiet, but he cried outmuchmore, “You son
of David, havemercy onme!”

49 Jesus stood still and said, “Call him.”
They called the blindman, saying to him,

“Cheer up! Get up. He is calling you!”
50He, casting away his cloak, sprang up,

and came to Jesus.
51 Jesus asked him, “What do you want

me to do for you?”
The blind man said to him, “Rabboni,†

that I may see again.”
52 Jesus said to him, “Go your way. Your

faith has made you well.” Immediately
he received his sight and followed Jesus on
the way.

† 10:51: Rabboni is a transliteration of the Hebrewword for “great teacher.”



Mark 11:1 1072 Mark 11:33

11
1 When they came near to Jerusalem, to

Bethsphage† and Bethany, at the Mount of
Olives, he sent two of his disciples

2 and said to them, “Go your way into
thevillage that is opposite you. Immedi-
ately as you enter into it, you will find a
young donkey tied, on which no one has
sat. Untie him and bring him.

3 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you
doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord needs him;’
and immediately he will send him back
here.”

4 They went away, and found a young
donkey tied at the door outside in the open
street, and they untied him.

5 Some of those who stood there asked
them, “What are you doing, untying the
young donkey?”

6They said to them just as Jesus had said,
and they let them go.

7They brought the young donkey to Jesus
and threw their garments on it, and Jesus
sat on it.

8Many spread their garments on theway,
and others were cutting down branches
from the trees and spreading them on the
road.

9Those who went in front and those who
followedcriedout, “Hosanna!‡ Blessed ishe
who comes in the name of the Lord!*

10 Blessed is the kingdom of our father
David that is coming in the name of the
Lord! Hosanna in the highest!”

11 Jesus entered into the temple in
Jerusalem. When he had looked around at
everything, it being now evening, he went
out to Bethany with the twelve.

12 The next day, when they had come out
from Bethany, he was hungry.

13 Seeing a fig tree afar off having leaves,
he came to see if perhaps he might find
anythingon it. Whenhecame to it, he found
nothing but leaves, for it was not the season
for figs.

14 Jesus told it, “May no one ever eat
fruit from you again!” and his disciples
heard it.

15 They came to Jerusalem, and Jesus en-
tered into the temple and began to throw
out those who sold and those who bought
in the temple, and overthrew the money
changers’ tables and the seats of those who
sold the doves.

16He would not allow anyone to carry a
container through the temple.

17 He taught, saying to them, “Isn’t it
written, ‘Myhousewill be calledahouse

of prayer for all the nations’?* But you
havemade it a den of robbers!”*

18The chief priests and the scribes heard
it, and sought how they might destroy him.
For they feared him, because all the multi-
tude was astonished at his teaching.

19When evening came, hewent out of the
city.

20As they passed by in the morning, they
saw the fig tree withered away from the
roots.

21 Peter, remembering, said to him,
“Rabbi, look! The fig tree which you cursed
has withered away.”

22 Jesus answered them, “Have faith in
God.

23 For most certainly I tell you, who-
ever may tell this mountain, ‘Be taken
up and cast into the sea,’ and doesn’t
doubt in his heart, but believes that
what he says is happening, he shall have
whatever he says.

24Therefore I tell you, all things what-
ever you pray and ask for, believe that
you have received them, and you shall
have them.

25 Whenever you stand praying,
forgive, if you have anything against
anyone; so that your Father, who is
in heaven, may also forgive you your
transgressions.

26 But if you do not forgive, neither
will your Father in heaven forgive your
transgressions.”§

27 They came again to Jerusalem, and as
he was walking in the temple, the chief
priests, the scribes, and the elders came to
him,

28and they began saying to him, “Bywhat
authority do you do these things? Or who
gave you this authority to do these things?”

29 Jesus said to them, “I will ask you one
question. Answerme, and I will tell you
bywhat authority I do these things.

30 The baptism of John—was it from
heaven, or frommen? Answerme.”

31 They reasoned with themselves, say-
ing, “If we should say, ‘From heaven;’ he
will say, ‘Why then did you not believe
him?’

32 If we should say, ‘From men’ ”—they
feared the people, for all held John to really
be a prophet.

33They answered Jesus, “Wedon’t know.”
Jesus said to them, “Neither will I tell

youbywhatauthority Ido these things.”
† 11:1: TR&NU read “Bethphage” instead of “Bethsphage” ‡ 11:9: “Hosanna” means “save us” or “help us, we pray”.
* 11:9: Psalms 118:25-26 * 11:17: Isaiah 56:7 * 11:17: Jeremiah 7:11 § 11:26: NU omits verse 26.
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12
1He began to speak to them in parables.

“Aman planted a vineyard, put a hedge
around it, dug a pit for the wine press,
built a tower, rented it out to a farmer,
andwent into another country.

2When it was time, he sent a servant
to the farmer to get from the farmer his
share of the fruit of the vineyard.

3 They took him, beat him, and sent
him away empty.

4 Again, he sent another servant to
them; and they threw stones at him,
wounded him in the head, and sent him
away shamefully treated.

5 Again he sent another, and they
killed him, and many others, beating
some, and killing some.

6 Therefore still having one, his
beloved son, he sent him last to them,
saying, ‘They will respectmy son.’

7 But those farmers said amongst
themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come,
let’s kill him, and the inheritance will
be ours.’

8 They took him, killed him, and cast
him out of the vineyard.

9 What therefore will the lord of the
vineyard do? He will come and destroy
the farmers, and will give the vineyard
to others.

10 Haven’t you even read this Scrip-
ture:
‘The stone which the builders rejected

wasmade the head of the corner.
11This was from the Lord.

It is marvellous in our eyes’?”*
12They tried to seize him, but they feared

the multitude; for they perceived that he
spoke the parable against them. They left
him andwent away.

13They sent someof thePharisees and the
Herodians to him, that they might trap him
with words.

14When they had come, they asked him,
“Teacher, we know that you are honest, and
don’t defer to anyone; for you aren’t partial
to anyone, but truly teach theway ofGod. Is
it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?

15 Shall we give, or shall we not give?”
But he, knowing their hypocrisy, said to

them, “Why do you test me? Bring me a
denarius, that I may see it.”

16They brought it.
He said to them, “Whose is this image

and inscription?”
They said to him, “Caesar’s.”
17 Jesus answered them, “Give to Caesar

the things that are Caesar’s, and to God
the things that are God’s.”

Theymarvelled greatly at him.
18 Some Sadducees, who say that there is

no resurrection, came to him. They asked
him, saying,

19 “Teacher, Moses wrote to us, ‘If a man’s
brother dies and leaves a wife behind him,
and leaves no children, that his brother
should take his wife and raise up offspring
for his brother.’

20 There were seven brothers. The first
took a wife, and dying left no offspring.

21 The second took her, and died, leaving
no children behind him. The third likewise;

22 and the seven took her and left no chil-
dren. Last of all the woman also died.

23 In the resurrection, when they rise,
whose wife will she be of them? For the
seven had her as a wife.”

24 Jesus answered them, “Isn’t this be-
cause you are mistaken, not knowing
the Scriptures nor the power of God?

25 For when they will rise from the
dead, they neither marry nor are given
in marriage, but are like angels in
heaven.

26 But about the dead, that they are
raised, haven’t you read in the book of
Moses about theBush, howGod spoke to
him, saying, ‘I am the God of Abraham,
theGodof Isaac, and theGodof Jacob’?*

27 He is not the God of the dead, but
of the living. You are therefore badly
mistaken.”

28 One of the scribes came and heard
them questioning together, and knowing
thathehadanswered themwell, askedhim,
“Which commandment is the greatest of
all?”

29 Jesus answered, “The greatest is:
‘Hear, Israel, the Lord ourGod, the Lord
is one.

30 You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, with all your soul,
with all your mind, and with all your
strength.’* This is the first command-
ment.

31 The second is like this: ‘You shall
love your neighbour as yourself.’*
There is no other commandment
greater than these.”

32 The scribe said to him, “Truly, teacher,
you have said well that he is one, and there
is none other but he;

33 and to love himwith all the heart, with
all the understanding, all the soul, andwith
all the strength, and to love his neighbour
ashimself, ismore important thanallwhole
burnt offerings and sacrifices.”

* 12:11: Psalms 118:22-23 * 12:26: Exodus 3:6 * 12:30: Deuteronomy 6:4-5 * 12:31: Leviticus 19:18
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34 When Jesus saw that he answered
wisely, he said to him, “You are not far
fromGod’s Kingdom.”
No one dared ask him any question after

that.
35 Jesus responded, as he taught in the

temple, “How is it that the scribes say
that the Christ is the son of David?

36 For David himself said in the Holy
Spirit,
‘The Lord said tomy Lord,

“Sit atmy right hand,
until I make your enemies the foot-
stool of your feet.” ’*

37 Therefore David himself calls him
Lord, so how can he be his son?”
The common people heard him gladly.
38 In his teaching he said to them, “Be-

ware of the scribes, who like to walk in
long robes, and to get greetings in the
marketplaces,

39and to get the best seats in the syna-
gogues and the best places at feasts,

40 those who devour widows’ houses,
and for a pretence make long prayers.
These will receive greater condemna-
tion.”

41 Jesus sat down opposite the treasury
and sawhow themultitude castmoney into
the treasury. Many who were rich cast in
much.

42Apoorwidow came and she cast in two
small brass coins,†which equal a quadrans
coin.‡

43 He called his disciples to himself and
said to them, “Most certainly I tell you,
this poor widow gave more than all
those who are giving into the treasury,

44 for they all gave out of their abun-
dance, but she, out of her poverty, gave
all that she had to live on.”

13
1 As he went out of the temple, one of

his disciples said to him, “Teacher, see what
kind of stones and what kind of buildings!”

2 Jesus said to him, “Do you see these
great buildings? There will not be left
here one stone on another, which will
not be thrown down.”

3Ashe sat on theMountofOlives opposite
the temple, Peter, James, John, and Andrew
asked him privately,

4 “Tell us, when will these things be?
What is the sign that these things are all
about to be fulfilled?”

5 Jesus, answering, began to tell them, “Be
careful that no one leads you astray.

6 For many will come in my name,
saying, ‘I am he!’† and will lead many
astray.

7 “When you hear of wars and ru-
mours of wars, don’t be troubled. For
those must happen, but the end is not
yet.

8 For nation will rise against nation,
and kingdom against kingdom. There
will be earthquakes in various places.
There will be famines and troubles.
These things are the beginning of birth
pains.

9 “But watch yourselves, for they will
deliver you up to councils. You will be
beaten in synagogues. You will stand
before rulers and kings formy sake, for
a testimony to them.

10 The Good News must first be
preached to all the nations.

11 When they lead you away and de-
liver you up, don’t be anxious before-
hand or premeditate what you will say,
but say whatever will be given you in
that hour. For it is not you who speak,
but the Holy Spirit.

12 “Brother will deliver up brother to
death, andthe fatherhis child. Children
will rise up against parents and cause
them to be put to death.

13You will be hated by all men for my
name’s sake, but he who endures to the
endwill be saved.

14 “But when you see the abomina-
tion of desolation,* spoken of by Daniel
the prophet, standing where it ought
not” (let the reader understand), “then let
thosewho are in Judeaflee to themoun-
tains,

15 and let him who is on the housetop
not go down, nor enter in, to take any-
thing out of his house.

16Lethimwho is in thefieldnot return
back to take his cloak.

17But woe to those who are with child
and to those who nurse babies in those
days!

18Pray that your flight won’t be in the
winter.

19 For in those days there will be op-
pression, such as there has not been the
like from the beginning of the creation
which God created until now, and never
will be.

* 12:36: Psalms 110:1 † 12:42: literally, lepta (or widow’s mites). Lepta are very small brass coins worth half a
quadrans each, which is a quarter of the copper assarion. Lepta areworth less than 1% of an agricultural worker’s daily
wages. ‡ 12:42: A quadrans is a coin worth about 1/64 of a denarius. A denarius is about one day’s wages for an

agricultural labourer. † 13:6: or, “I AM!” * 13:14: Daniel 9:17; 11:31; 12:11
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20 Unless the Lord had shortened the
days, no flesh would have been saved;
but for the sake of the chosen ones,
whom he picked out, he shortened the
days.

21Then if anyone tells you, ‘Look, here
is the Christ!’ or, ‘Look, there!’ don’t
believe it.

22 For false christs and false prophets
will arise and will show signs and won-
ders, that they may lead astray, if possi-
ble, even the chosen ones.

23But youwatch.
“Behold, I have told you all things be-

forehand.
24But in those days, after that oppres-

sion, the sunwill bedarkened, themoon
will not give its light,

25 the starswill be falling fromthe sky,
and the powers that are in the heavens
will be shaken.*

26 Then they will see the Son of Man
coming in clouds with great power and
glory.

27 Then he will send out his angels,
andwill gather togetherhis chosenones
from the four winds, from the ends of
the earth to the ends of the sky.

28 “Now from the fig tree, learn this
parable. When the branch has now be-
come tender and produces its leaves,
you know that the summer is near;

29even so youalso,when you see these
things coming to pass, know that it is
near, at the doors.

30 Most certainly I say to you, this
generation‡ will not pass away until all
these things happen.

31 Heaven and earth will pass away,
butmywords will not pass away.

32 “But of that day or that hour no one
knows—not even the angels in heaven,
nor the Son, but only the Father.

33Watch, keep alert, and pray; for you
don’t knowwhen the time is.

34 “It is like a man travelling to an-
other country, having left his house and
given authority to his servants, and to
eachonehiswork, andalso commanded
the doorkeeper to keepwatch.

35Watch therefore, foryoudon’tknow
when the lord of the house is coming—
whether at evening, or at midnight, or
when the rooster crows, or in themorn-
ing;

36 lest, coming suddenly, hemight find
you sleeping.

37What I tell you, I tell all: Watch!”

14
1 Itwas now twodays before the Passover

and the Feast of Unleavened Bread, and the
chief priests and the scribes sought how
they might seize him by deception and kill
him.

2 For they said, “Not during the feast,
because there might be a riot amongst the
people.”

3 While he was at Bethany, in the house
of Simon the leper, as he sat at the table,
a woman came having an alabaster jar of
ointment of pure nard—very costly. She
broke the jar and poured it over his head.

4 But there were some who were indig-
nant amongst themselves, saying, “Whyhas
this ointment been wasted?

5 For this might have been sold for more
than three hundred denarii† and given to
the poor.” So they grumbled against her.

6But Jesus said, “Leave her alone. Why
doyou troubleher? Shehasdonea good
work forme.

7 For you always have the poor with
you, andwhenever youwant to, you can
do them good; but you will not always
haveme.

8Shehasdonewhat she could. Shehas
anointed my body beforehand for the
burying.

9 Most certainly I tell you, wherever
this Good News may be preached
throughout thewholeworld, thatwhich
thiswomanhasdonewill alsobe spoken
of for amemorial of her.”

10 Judas Iscariot, who was one of the
twelve, went away to the chief priests, that
hemight deliver him to them.

11 They, when they heard it, were glad,
and promised to give him money. He
sought how he might conveniently deliver
him.

12 On the first day of unleavened bread,
when they sacrificed the Passover, his dis-
ciples asked him, “Where do you want us
to go and prepare that you may eat the
Passover?”

13He sent two of his disciples and said to
them, “Go into the city, and there a man
carrying a pitcher of water will meet
you. Follow him,

14 and wherever he enters in, tell the
master of the house, ‘The Teacher says,
“Where is the guest room, where I may
eat the Passover withmy disciples?” ’

15 He will himself show you a large
upper room furnished and ready. Get
ready for us there.”

* 13:25: Isaiah13:10; 34:4 ‡ 13:30: Theword translated “generation” (genea) couldalsobe translated “race”, “family”,
or “people”. † 14:5: 300 denarii was about a year’s wages for an agricultural labourer.
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16 His disciples went out, and came into
the city, and found things as he had said to
them, and they prepared the Passover.

17When it was evening he came with the
twelve.

18As they sat and were eating, Jesus said,
“Most certainly I tell you, oneof youwill
betrayme—hewho eats withme.”

19They began to be sorrowful, and to ask
himoneby one, “Surely not I?”Andanother
said, “Surely not I?”

20 He answered them, “It is one of the
twelve, hewhodipswithme in thedish.

21For the Son of Man goes as it is writ-
ten about him, but woe to that man by
whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It
would be better for that man if he had
not been born.”

22 As they were eating, Jesus took bread,
and when he had blessed it, he broke it and
gave to them, and said, “Take, eat. This is
my body.”

23He took the cup, andwhenhehadgiven
thanks, hegave to them. Theyall drankof it.

24He said to them, “This is my blood of
the new covenant, which is poured out
formany.

25 Most certainly I tell you, I will no
more drink of the fruit of the vine until
that day when I drink it anew in God’s
Kingdom.”

26When theyhad sung ahymn, theywent
out to theMount of Olives.

27 Jesus said to them, “All of you will be
made to stumble because ofme tonight,
for it is written, ‘I will strike the shep-
herd, and the sheepwill be scattered.’*

28However, after I am raised up, I will
go before you into Galilee.”

29But Peter said to him, “Although all will
be offended, yet I will not.”

30 Jesus said to him, “Most certainly I
tell you that you today, even this night,
before the rooster crows twice, you will
denyme three times.”

31But he spoke all themore, “If I must die
with you, I will not deny you.” They all said
the same thing.

32They came to a placewhichwas named
Gethsemane. He said to his disciples, “Sit
here while I pray.”

33 He took with him Peter, James, and
John, and began to be greatly troubled and
distressed.

34 He said to them, “My soul is exceed-
ingly sorrowful, even to death. Stay
here andwatch.”

35Hewent forward a little, and fell on the
ground, and prayed that if it were possible,
the hourmight pass away from him.

36 He said, “Abba,‡ Father, all things
are possible to you. Please remove this
cup from me. However, not what I de-
sire, but what you desire.”

37He came and found them sleeping, and
said to Peter, “Simon, are you sleeping?
Couldn’t youwatch one hour?

38 Watch and pray, that you may not
enter into temptation. The spirit indeed
is willing, but the flesh is weak.”

39Againhewent awayandprayed, saying
the samewords.

40 Again he returned and found them
sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy;
and they didn’t knowwhat to answer him.

41 He came the third time and said to
them, “Sleep on now, and take your rest.
It is enough. The hour has come. Be-
hold, the SonofMan is betrayed into the
hands of sinners.

42 Arise! Let’s get going. Behold, he
who betraysme is at hand.”

43 Immediately, while he was still speak-
ing, Judas, one of the twelve, came—and
with him a multitude with swords and
clubs, from the chief priests, the scribes,
and the elders.

44 Now he who betrayed him had given
them a sign, saying, “Whomever I will kiss,
that is he. Seize him, and lead him away
safely.”

45 When he had come, immediately he
came to him and said, “Rabbi! Rabbi!” and
kissed him.

46They laid theirhandsonhimandseized
him.

47But a certain one of those who stood by
drew his sword and struck the servant of
the high priest, and cut off his ear.

48 Jesusanswered them, “Haveyoucome
out, as against a robber, with swords
and clubs to seizeme?

49 I was daily with you in the temple
teaching, and you didn’t arrest me. But
this is so that the Scriptures might be
fulfilled.”

50They all left him, and fled.
51 A certain young man followed him,

having a linen cloth thrown around him-
self over his naked body. The young men
grabbed him,

52but he left the linen cloth and fled from
them naked.

53 They led Jesus away to the high priest.
All the chief priests, the elders, and the
scribes came together with him.

* 14:27: Zechariah 13:7 ‡ 14:36: Abba is a Greek spelling for the Aramaic word for “Father” or “Daddy” used in a
familiar, respectful, and loving way.
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54 Peter had followed him from a dis-
tance, until he came into the court of the
high priest. Hewas sitting with the officers,
andwarming himself in the light of the fire.

55 Now the chief priests and the whole
council sought witnesses against Jesus to
put him to death, and found none.

56 For many gave false testimony against
him, and their testimony didn’t agree with
each other.

57Somestoodupandgave false testimony
against him, saying,

58 “We heard him say, ‘I will destroy this
temple that is made with hands, and in
three days I will build another made with-
out hands.’ ”

59Even so, their testimony didn’t agree.
60 The high priest stood up in the middle,

and asked Jesus, “Have you no answer?
What is it which these testify against you?”

61 But he stayed quiet, and answered
nothing. Again the high priest asked him,
“Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?”

62 Jesus said, “I am. You will see the
Son of Man sitting at the right hand of
Power, and coming with the clouds of
the sky.”

63 The high priest tore his clothes and
said, “What further need have we of wit-
nesses?

64 You have heard the blasphemy! What
do you think?” They all condemned him to
be worthy of death.

65Somebegan to spit onhim, and to cover
his face, and to beat him with fists, and to
tell him, “Prophesy!” The officers struck
himwith the palms of their hands.

66 As Peter was in the courtyard below,
one of themaids of the high priest came,

67 and seeing Peter warming himself, she
looked at him and said, “Youwere alsowith
the Nazarene, Jesus!”

68Buthedenied it, saying, “I neitherknow
nor understand what you are saying.” He
went out on the porch, and the rooster
crowed.

69 The maid saw him and began again
to tell those who stood by, “This is one of
them.”

70 But he again denied it. After a little
while again those who stood by said to Pe-
ter, “You truly are one of them, for you are
a Galilean, and your speech shows it.”

71 But he began to curse and to swear, “I
don’t know this man of whom you speak!”

72 The rooster crowed the second time.
Peter remembered the words that Jesus
said to him, “Before the rooster crows
twice, you will deny me three times.”
When he thought about that, he wept.

15
1 Immediately in the morning the chief

priests, with the elders, scribes, and the
whole council, held a consultation, bound
Jesus, carried him away, and delivered him
up to Pilate.

2 Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of
the Jews?”
He answered, “So you say.”
3 The chief priests accused him of many

things.
4 Pilate again asked him, “Have you no

answer? See how many things they testify
against you!”

5 But Jesus made no further answer, so
that Pilate marvelled.

6 Now at the feast he used to release to
them one prisoner, whomever they asked
of him.

7 There was one called Barabbas, bound
with his fellow insurgents, men who in the
insurrection had committedmurder.

8 The multitude, crying aloud, began to
ask him to do as he always did for them.

9 Pilate answered them, saying, “Do you
want me to release to you the King of the
Jews?”

10For he perceived that for envy the chief
priests had delivered him up.

11But the chief priests stirred up themul-
titude, that he should release Barabbas to
them instead.

12 Pilate again asked them, “What then
should I do to him whom you call the King
of the Jews?”

13They cried out again, “Crucify him!”
14Pilate said to them, “Why, what evil has

he done?”
But they cried out exceedingly, “Crucify

him!”
15Pilate, wishing to please the multitude,

released Barabbas to them, and handed
over Jesus, when he had flogged him, to be
crucified.

16 The soldiers led him away within the
court, which is the Praetorium; and they
called together the whole cohort.

17 They clothed him with purple; and
weaving a crown of thorns, they put it on
him.

18They began to salute him, “Hail, King of
the Jews!”

19 They struck his head with a reed and
spat on him, and bowing their knees, did
homage to him.

20When they had mocked him, they took
the purple cloak off him, and put his own
garments on him. They led him out to
crucify him.

21 They compelled one passing by, com-
ing from the country, Simon of Cyrene, the
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father of Alexander and Rufus, to go with
them that hemight bear his cross.

22 They brought him to the place called
Golgotha, which is, being interpreted, “The
place of a skull.”

23 They offered him wine mixed with
myrrh to drink, but he didn’t take it.

24 Crucifying him, they parted his gar-
ments amongst them, casting lots on them,
what each should take.

25 It was the third hour†when they cruci-
fied him.

26 The superscription of his accusation
was written over him: “THE KING OF THE
JEWS.”

27 With him they crucified two robbers,
one on his right hand, and one on his left.

28 The Scripture was fulfilled which says,
“Hewas counted with transgressors.”‡

29Those who passed by blasphemed him,
wagging their heads and saying, “Ha! You
whodestroy the temple andbuild it in three
days,

30 save yourself, and comedown from the
cross!”

31Likewise, also the chief priestsmocking
amongst themselves with the scribes said,
“He saved others. He can’t save himself.

32 Let the Christ, the King of Israel, now
come down from the cross, that we may
see and believe him.”§ Those who were
crucified with him also insulted him.

33When the sixth hour† had come, there
was darkness over the whole land until the
ninth hour.‡

34 At the ninth hour Jesus cried with
a loud voice, saying, “Eloi, Eloi, lama
sabachthani?” which is, being inter-
preted, “My God, my God, why have you
forsakenme?” *

35Some of those who stood by, when they
heard it, said, “Behold, he is calling Elijah.”

36 One ran, and filling a sponge full of
vinegar, put it on a reed and gave it to him
to drink, saying, “Let him be. Let’s see
whether Elijah comes to take him down.”

37 Jesus cried out with a loud voice, and
gave up the spirit.

38 The veil of the temple was torn in two
from the top to the bottom.

39When the centurion, who stood by op-
posite him, saw that he cried out like this
and breathed his last, he said, “Truly this
manwas the Son of God!”

40Therewere alsowomenwatching from
afar, amongst whom were both Mary Mag-
dalene and Mary the mother of James the
less and of Joses, and Salome;

41 who, when he was in Galilee, fol-
lowed him and served him; and many
other women who came up with him to
Jerusalem.

42When evening had now come, because
it was the Preparation Day, that is, the day
before the Sabbath,

43 Joseph of Arimathaea, a prominent
councilmemberwhoalsohimselfwas look-
ing for God’s Kingdom, came. He boldly
went in to Pilate, and asked for Jesus’ body.

44Pilatewas surprised tohear that hewas
already dead; and summoning the centu-
rion, he asked him whether he had been
dead long.

45Whenhe found out from the centurion,
he granted the body to Joseph.

46Hebought a linen cloth, and taking him
down,woundhimin the linenclothand laid
him in a tomb which had been cut out of a
rock. He rolled a stone against the door of
the tomb.

47MaryMagdalene andMary the mother
of Joses, sawwhere he was laid.

16
1When the Sabbath was past, Mary Mag-

dalene, andMary the mother of James, and
Salomebought spices, that theymight come
and anoint him.

2 Very early on the first day of the week,
they came to the tomb when the sun had
risen.

3 They were saying amongst themselves,
“Whowill roll away the stone from the door
of the tomb for us?”

4 for it was very big. Looking up, they saw
that the stone was rolled back.

5 Entering into the tomb, they saw a
youngman sitting on the right side, dressed
in a white robe; and they were amazed.

6He said to them, “Don’t be amazed. You
seek Jesus, the Nazarene, who has been
crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See
the place where they laid him!

7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He
goes before you into Galilee. There youwill
see him, as he said to you.’ ”

8They went out,† and fled from the tomb,
for trembling and astonishment had come
on them. They said nothing to anyone; for
they were afraid.‡

† 15:25: 9:00 a.m. ‡ 15:28: NU omits verse 28. § 15:32: TR omits “him” † 15:33: or, noon ‡ 15:33: 3:00

p.m. * 15:34: Psalms 22:1 † 16:8: TR adds “quickly” ‡ 16:8: One isolated manuscript omits verses 9-20 but
adds this “short ending ofMark” to the end of verse 8: They told all that had been commanded thembriefly to those around
Peter. After that, Jesus himself sent them out, from east to west, with the sacred and imperishable proclamation of eternal
salvation.
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9 §Now when he had risen early on the
first day of the week, he appeared first to
Mary Magdalene, from whom he had cast
out seven demons.

10 She went and told those who had been
with him, as theymourned andwept.

11When they heard that he was alive and
had been seen by her, they disbelieved.

12 After these things he was revealed in
another formto twoof themas theywalked,
on their way into the country.

13 They went away and told it to the rest.
They didn’t believe them, either.

14 Afterward he was revealed to the
eleven themselves as they sat at the table;
and he rebuked them for their unbelief and
hardness of heart, because they didn’t be-
lieve those who had seen him after he had
risen.

15Hesaid to them, “Go intoall theworld
and preach the Good News to the whole
creation.

16Hewho believes and is baptisedwill
be saved; but he who disbelieves will be
condemned.

17 These signs will accompany those
who believe: in my name they will cast
out demons; they will speak with new
languages;

18 they will take up serpents; and if
they drink any deadly thing, it will in no
way hurt them; they will lay hands on
the sick, and they will recover.”

19 So then the Lord,† after he had spoken
to them, was received up into heaven and
sat down at the right hand of God.

20 They went out and preached every-
where, the Lord working with them and
confirming the word by the signs that fol-
lowed. Amen.

§ 16:9: NU includes the text of verses 9-20, butmentions in a footnote that a fewmanuscripts omitted it. The translators
of the World English Bible regard Mark 16:9-20 as reliable based on an overwhelming majority of textual evidence,
including not only the authoritative Greek Majority Text New Testament, but also the TR and many of the manuscripts
cited in the NU text. † 16:19: NU adds “Jesus”
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The Good News According to
Luke

1 Since many have undertaken to set in
order a narrative concerning thosematters
which have been fulfilled amongst us,

2 even as those who from the begin-
ningwere eyewitnesses and servants of the
word delivered them to us,

3 it seemed good tome also, having traced
the course of all things accurately from the
first, towrite to you in order, most excellent
Theophilus;

4 that you might know the certainty con-
cerning the things in which you were in-
structed.

5Therewas in the days of Herod, the king
of Judea, a certain priest named Zacharias,
of the priestly division of Abijah. He had
a wife of the daughters of Aaron, and her
namewas Elizabeth.

6 They were both righteous before God,
walking blamelessly in all the command-
ments and ordinances of the Lord.

7But they hadno child, because Elizabeth
was barren, and they both were well ad-
vanced in years.

8Nowwhileheexecuted thepriest’soffice
before God in the order of his division

9 according to the custom of the priest’s
office, his lot was to enter into the temple of
the Lord and burn incense.

10Thewholemultitudeof thepeoplewere
praying outside at the hour of incense.

11 An angel of the Lord appeared to him,
standing on the right side of the altar of
incense.

12 Zacharias was troubled when he saw
him, and fear fell upon him.

13 But the angel said to him, “Don’t be
afraid, Zacharias, because your request has
been heard. Your wife, Elizabeth, will bear
you a son, and you shall call his name John.

14 You will have joy and gladness, and
manywill rejoice at his birth.

15 For he will be great in the sight of the
Lord, and he will drink no wine nor strong
drink. He will be filled with the Holy Spirit,
even from his mother’s womb.

16 He will turn many of the children of
Israel to the Lord their God.

17He will go before him in the spirit and
power of Elijah, ‘to turn the hearts of the
fathers to the children,’* and the disobedi-
ent to the wisdom of the just; to prepare a
people prepared for the Lord.”

18 Zacharias said to the angel, “How can I
be sure of this? For I amanoldman, andmy
wife is well advanced in years.”

19The angel answeredhim, “I amGabriel,
who stands in the presence of God. I was
sent to speak to you and to bring you this
good news.

20Behold,† you will be silent and not able
to speak until the day that these things
will happen, because you didn’t believe
my words, which will be fulfilled in their
proper time.”

21The people werewaiting for Zacharias,
and they marvelled that he delayed in the
temple.

22When he came out, he could not speak
to them. They perceived that he had seen a
vision in the temple. He continued making
signs to them, and remainedmute.

23When the days of his service were ful-
filled, he departed to his house.

24After these days Elizabeth his wife con-
ceived, and she hid herself five months,
saying,

25 “Thus has the Lord done to me in the
days inwhich he looked atme, to take away
my reproach amongst men.”

26 Now in the sixth month, the angel
Gabriel was sent from God to a city of
Galilee named Nazareth,

27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a
man whose name was Joseph, of David’s
house. The virgin’s namewasMary.

28 Having come in, the angel said to her,
“Rejoice, you highly favoured one! The
Lord is with you. Blessed are you amongst
women!”

29But when she saw him, she was greatly
troubledat the saying, andconsideredwhat
kind of salutation this might be.

30 The angel said to her, “Don’t be afraid,
Mary, for you have found favour with God.

31 Behold, you will conceive in your
womb and give birth to a son, and shall
name him ‘Jesus.’

32He will be great and will be called the
Sonof theMostHigh. TheLordGodwill give
him the throne of his father David,

33 and he will reign over the house of
Jacob forever. There will be no end to his
Kingdom.”

34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this
be, seeing I am a virgin?”

35 The angel answered her, “The Holy
Spirit will come on you, and the power of
the Most High will overshadow you. There-
fore also the holy onewho is born from you
will be called the Son of God.

* 1:17: Malachi 4:6 † 1:20: “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used
as an interjection.
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36Behold, Elizabeth your relative alsohas
conceived a son in her old age; and this is
the sixth month with her who was called
barren.

37 For nothing spoken by God is impossi-
ble.”‡

38Mary said, “Behold, the servant of the
Lord; let it be done to me according to your
word.”
Then the angel departed from her.
39Mary arose in those days andwent into

the hill country with haste, into a city of
Judah,

40andentered into thehouse of Zacharias
and greeted Elizabeth.

41When Elizabeth heardMary’s greeting,
the baby leapt in her womb; and Elizabeth
was filled with the Holy Spirit.

42 She called out with a loud voice and
said, “Blessed are you amongstwomen, and
blessed is the fruit of your womb!

43Why am I so favoured, that the mother
of my Lord should come tome?

44 For behold, when the voice of your
greeting came into my ears, the baby leapt
in mywomb for joy!

45 Blessed is she who believed, for there
will be a fulfilment of the thingswhichhave
been spoken to her from the Lord!”

46Mary said,
“My soul magnifies the Lord.

47 My spirit has rejoiced in God my
Saviour,

48 for he has looked at the humble state
of his servant.

For behold, from now on, all generations
will call me blessed.

49 For he who is mighty has done great
things for me.

Holy is his name.
50Hismercy is for generations and gen-
erations on those who fear him.

51He has shown strength with his arm.
He has scattered the proud in the imag-
ination of their hearts.

52 He has put down princes from their
thrones,

and has exalted the lowly.
53Hehas filled the hungrywith good things.

He has sent the rich away empty.
54 He has given help to Israel, his servant,

that hemight remembermercy,
55as he spoke to our fathers,
to Abraham and his offspring§ for-
ever.”

56 Mary stayed with her about three
months, and then returned to her house.

57Nowthe time thatElizabeth shouldgive
birth was fulfilled, and she gave birth to a
son.

58Herneighboursandher relativesheard
that the Lord had magnified his mercy to-
wards her, and they rejoiced with her.

59On the eighth day, they came to circum-
cise the child; and they would have called
him Zacharias, after the name of his father.

60 His mother answered, “Not so; but he
will be called John.”

61 They said to her, “There is no one
amongst your relativeswho is called by this
name.”

62 They made signs to his father, what he
would have him called.

63 He asked for a writing tablet, and
wrote, “His name is John.”
They all marvelled.
64 His mouth was opened immediately

andhis tongue freed, andhe spoke, blessing
God.

65 Fear came on all who lived around
them, and all these sayings were talked
about throughout all the hill country of
Judea.

66 All who heard them laid them up in
their heart, saying, “What then will this
child be?” The hand of the Lord was with
him.

67His father Zachariaswas filledwith the
Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying,
68 “Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel,

for he has visited and redeemed his
people;

69 and has raised up a horn of salvation for
us in the house of his servant David

70 (as he spoke by themouth of his holy
prophetswhohavebeen fromofold),

71salvation fromourenemies and from
the hand of all who hate us;

72 to showmercy towards our fathers,
to remember his holy covenant,

73 the oath which he swore to Abraham our
father,

74 to grant tous thatwe, beingdelivered
out of the hand of our enemies,

should serve himwithout fear,
75 in holiness and righteousness before
him all the days of our life.

76And you, child, will be called a prophet of
the Most High;

for you will go before the face of the
Lord to prepare his ways,

77 to give knowledge of salvation to his
people by the remission of their sins,

78because of the tender mercy of our God,
by which the dawn from on high will
visit us,

79 to shine on those who sit in darkness
and the shadow of death;

to guide our feet into theway of peace.”
‡ 1:37: or, “For everything spoken by God is possible.” § 1:55: or, seed
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80 The child was growing and becoming
strong in spirit, and was in the desert until
the day of his public appearance to Israel.

2
1 Now in those days, a decree went out

from Caesar Augustus that all the world
should be enrolled.

2Thiswas thefirst enrolmentmadewhen
Quirinius was governor of Syria.

3 All went to enrol themselves, everyone
to his own city.

4 Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of
the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to David’s
city, which is called Bethlehem, because he
was of the house and family of David,

5 to enrol himself with Mary, who was
pledged to bemarried to him as wife, being
pregnant.

6While theywere there, thedayhadcome
for her to give birth.

7 She gave birth to her firstborn son. She
wrappedhim in bands of cloth and laid him
in a feeding trough, because there was no
room for them in the inn.

8Therewere shepherds in the samecoun-
try staying in the field, and keeping watch
by night over their flock.

9 Behold, an angel of the Lord stood by
them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified.

10Theangel said to them, “Don’t be afraid,
for behold, I bring you good news of great
joy which will be to all the people.

11 For there is born to you today, in
David’s city, a Saviour, who is Christ† the
Lord.

12 This is the sign to you: you will find a
baby wrapped in strips of cloth, lying in a
feeding trough.”

13 Suddenly, there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly army praising
God and saying,
14 “Glory to God in the highest,

on earth peace, good will towards
men.”

15When the angelswent away from them
into the sky, the shepherds said to one an-
other, “Let’s go to Bethlehem, now, and see
this thing that has happened, which the
Lord has made known to us.”

16 They came with haste and found both
Mary and Joseph, and the babywas lying in
the feeding trough.

17 When they saw it, they publicised
widely the saying which was spoken to
them about this child.

18Allwhoheard itwondered at the things
which were spoken to them by the shep-
herds.

19ButMarykeptall these sayings, ponder-
ing them in her heart.

20The shepherds returned, glorifyingand
praising God for all the things that they had
heard and seen, just as it was told them.

21When eight days were fulfilled for the
circumcision of the child, his name was
called Jesus, which was given by the angel
before he was conceived in the womb.

22 When the days of their purification
according to the law of Moses were ful-
filled, they brought him up to Jerusalem to
present him to the Lord

23 (as it is written in the law of the Lord,
“Every male who opens the womb shall be
called holy to the Lord”),*

24and to offer a sacrifice according to that
which is said in the law of the Lord, “A pair
of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.”*

25 Behold, there was a man in Jerusalem
whose name was Simeon. This man was
righteous and devout, looking for the con-
solationof Israel, and theHoly Spiritwas on
him.

26 It had been revealed to him by theHoly
Spirit that he shouldnot seedeathbeforehe
had seen the Lord’s Christ.‡

27 He came in the Spirit into the tem-
ple. When the parents brought in the child,
Jesus, that they might do concerning him
according to the custom of the law,

28 then he received him into his arms and
blessed God, and said,
29 “Now you are releasing your servant,

Master,
according to your word, in peace;

30 for my eyes have seen your salvation,
31which you have prepared before the
face of all peoples;

32a light for revelation to the nations,
and the glory of your people Israel.”

33 Josephandhismotherweremarvelling
at the things which were spoken concern-
ing him.

34Simeon blessed them, and said toMary,
his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed
for the falling and the rising of many in Is-
rael, and for a signwhich is spoken against.

35 Yes, a sword will pierce through your
own soul, that the thoughts of many hearts
may be revealed.”

36 There was one Anna, a prophetess, the
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher
(she was of a great age, having lived with a
husband seven years from her virginity,

† 2:11: “Christ” means “Anointed One”. * 2:23: Exodus 13:2,12 * 2:24: Leviticus 12:8 ‡ 2:26: “Christ” (Greek)
and “Messiah” (Hebrew) bothmean “Anointed One”
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37 and she had been a widow for about
eighty-four years), who didn’t depart from
the temple, worshipping with fastings and
petitions night and day.

38 Coming up at that very hour, she gave
thanks to the Lord, and spoke of him to all
those who were looking for redemption in
Jerusalem.

39When they had accomplished all things
that were according to the law of the Lord,
they returned into Galilee, to their own city,
Nazareth.

40 The child was growing, and was be-
coming strong in spirit, being filled with
wisdom, and the grace of God was upon
him.

41 His parents went every year to
Jerusalem at the feast of the Passover.

42 When he was twelve years old, they
went up to Jerusalem according to the cus-
tom of the feast;

43 and when they had fulfilled the days,
as theywere returning, the boy Jesus stayed
behind in Jerusalem. Josephandhismother
didn’t know it,

44 but supposing him to be in the com-
pany, they went a day’s journey; and they
looked for him amongst their relatives and
acquaintances.

45 When they didn’t find him, they re-
turned to Jerusalem, looking for him.

46After three days they found him in the
temple, sitting in the middle of the teach-
ers, both listening to them and asking them
questions.

47All who heard him were amazed at his
understanding and his answers.

48When they saw him, they were aston-
ished; and his mother said to him, “Son,
why have you treated us this way? Behold,
your father and I were anxiously looking
for you.”

49He said to them, “Whywere you look-
ing forme? Didn’t you know that I must
be inmy Father’s house?”

50 They didn’t understand the saying
which he spoke to them.

51Andhewentdownwith themandcame
to Nazareth. He was subject to them, and
his mother kept all these sayings in her
heart.

52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and
stature, and in favour with God andmen.

3
1Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of

Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being gover-
nor of Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of
Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of
the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and
Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene,

2during thehighpriesthoodofAnnasand
Caiaphas, thewordofGod came to John, the
son of Zacharias, in the wilderness.

3He came into all the region around the
Jordan, preaching the baptism of repen-
tance for remission of sins.

4As it is written in the book of the words
of Isaiah the prophet,
“The voice of one crying in the wilderness,

‘Make ready the way of the Lord.
Make his paths straight.

5Every valley will be filled.
Every mountain and hill will be brought

low.
The crooked will become straight,
and the rough ways smooth.

6All flesh will see God’s salvation.’ ”*
7He said therefore to themultitudes who

went out to be baptised by him, “You off-
spring of vipers, who warned you to flee
from the wrath to come?

8 Therefore produce fruits worthy of re-
pentance, and don’t begin to say amongst
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham for our fa-
ther;’ for I tell you that God is able to raise
up children to Abraham from these stones!

9Even now the axe also lies at the root of
the trees. Every tree therefore that doesn’t
produce good fruit is cut down and thrown
into the fire.”

10 The multitudes asked him, “What then
must we do?”

11 He answered them, “He who has two
coats, let him give to himwho has none. He
who has food, let him do likewise.”

12Tax collectors also came to be baptised,
and they said to him, “Teacher, what must
we do?”

13He said to them, “Collect no more than
that which is appointed to you.”

14 Soldiers also asked him, saying, “What
about us? What must we do?”
He said to them, “Extort from no one

by violence, neither accuse anyone wrong-
fully. Be content with your wages.”

15As the people were in expectation, and
allmenreasoned in theirhearts concerning
John, whether perhaps he was the Christ,

16 John answered them all, “I indeed bap-
tise you with water, but he comes who is
mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals
I am not worthy to loosen. He will baptise
you in the Holy Spirit and fire.

17His winnowing fan is in his hand, and
he will thoroughly cleanse his threshing
floor, and will gather the wheat into his
barn; but he will burn up the chaff with
unquenchable fire.”

18Then with many other exhortations he
preached good news to the people,

* 3:6: Isaiah 40:3-5
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19 but Herod the tetrarch,† being re-
proved by him for Herodias, his brother’s‡
wife, and for all the evil thingswhichHerod
had done,

20added this also to them all, that he shut
up John in prison.

21Nowwhenall thepeoplewerebaptised,
Jesus also had been baptised and was pray-
ing. The sky was opened,

22and the Holy Spirit descended in a bod-
ily form like a dove on him; and a voice
came out of the sky, saying “You are my
beloved Son. In you I amwell pleased.”

23 Jesus himself, when he began to teach,
was about thirty years old, being the son (as
was supposed) of Joseph, the son of Heli,

24 the son of Matthat, the son of Levi, the
son of Melchi, the son of Jannai, the son of
Joseph,

25 the son of Mattathias, the son of Amos,
the son of Nahum, the son of Esli, the son of
Naggai,

26 the son ofMaath, the son ofMattathias,
the son of Semein, the son of Joseph, the son
of Judah,

27 the son of Joanan, the son of Rhesa, the
son of Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, the
son of Neri,

28 the son of Melchi, the son of Addi, the
son of Cosam, the son of Elmodam, the son
of Er,

29 the son of Jose, the son of Eliezer, the
son of Jorim, the son of Matthat, the son of
Levi,

30 the son of Simeon, the son of Judah, the
son of Joseph, the son of Jonan, the son of
Eliakim,

31 the son of Melea, the son of Menan, the
son of Mattatha, the son of Nathan, the son
of David,

32 the son of Jesse, the son of Obed, the
son of Boaz, the son of Salmon, the son of
Nahshon,

33 the son of Amminadab, the son of
Aram,§ the son of Hezron, the son of Perez,
the son of Judah,

34 the son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the
son of Abraham, the son of Terah, the son
of Nahor,

35 the son of Serug, the son of Reu, the son
of Peleg, the son of Eber, the son of Shelah,

36 the son of Cainan, the son of Arphaxad,
the son of Shem, the son of Noah, the son of
Lamech,

37 the son of Methuselah, the son of
Enoch, the son of Jared, the son of Maha-
laleel, the son of Cainan,

38 the son of Enos, the son of Seth, the son
of Adam, the son of God.

4
1 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned

from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit
into the wilderness

2 for forty days, being tempted by the
devil. He ate nothing in those days. After-
ward, when they were completed, he was
hungry.

3 The devil said to him, “If you are the
Son of God, command this stone to become
bread.”

4 Jesus answered him, saying, “It is writ-
ten, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word of God.’ ”*

5 The devil, leading him up on a high
mountain, showed him all the kingdoms of
the world in amoment of time.

6 The devil said to him, “I will give you
all this authority and their glory, for it
has been delivered to me, and I give it to
whomever I want.

7 If you thereforewill worship beforeme,
it will all be yours.”

8 Jesus answered him, “Get behind me,
Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall wor-
ship the Lord your God, and you shall
serve him only.’ ”*

9 He led him to Jerusalem and set him
on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to
him, “If youare the SonofGod, cast yourself
down from here,

10 for it is written,
‘He will put his angels in charge of you, to

guard you;’
11and,

‘On their hands they will bear you up,
lest perhaps you dash your foot against
a stone.’ ”*

12 Jesus answering, said to him, “It has
been said, ‘You shall not tempt the Lord
your God.’ ”*

13 When the devil had completed every
temptation, he departed from him until an-
other time.

14 Jesus returned in thepowerof theSpirit
into Galilee, and news about him spread
through all the surrounding area.

15 He taught in their synagogues, being
glorified by all.

16 He came to Nazareth, where he had
been brought up. He entered, as was his
custom, into the synagogue on the Sabbath
day, and stood up to read.

† 3:19: a tetrarch is one of four governors of a province ‡ 3:19: TR reads “brother Philip’s” instead of “brother’s”
§ 3:33: NU reads “Admin, the son of Arni” instead of “Aram” * 4:4: Deuteronomy 8:3 * 4:8: Deuteronomy 6:13
* 4:11: Psalms 91:11-12 * 4:12: Deuteronomy 6:16



Luke 4:17 1085 Luke 5:5

17 The book of the prophet Isaiah was
handed to him. He opened the book, and
found the place where it was written,
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is onme,

because he has anointed me to
preach good news to the poor.

He has sent me to heal the broken
hearted,†

to proclaim release to the captives,
recovering of sight to the blind,
to deliver those who are crushed,
19 and to proclaim the acceptable
year of the Lord.”*

20He closed the book, gave it back to the
attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in
the synagogue were fastened on him.

21 He began to tell them, “Today, this
Scripture has been fulfilled in your
hearing.”

22All testifiedabouthimandwonderedat
the gracious words which proceeded out of
hismouth; and they said, “Isn’t this Joseph’s
son?”

23He said to them, “Doubtless you will
tell me this proverb, ‘Physician, heal
yourself! Whateverwehavehearddone
at Capernaum, do also here in your
hometown.’ ”

24He said, “Most certainly I tell you, no
prophet is acceptable in his hometown.

25But truly I tell you, thereweremany
widows in Israel in the days of Elijah,
when the sky was shut up three years
and six months, when a great famine
came over all the land.

26Elijah was sent to none of them, ex-
cept to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon,
to a womanwhowas a widow.

27 There were many lepers in Israel
in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet
not one of them was cleansed, except
Naaman, the Syrian.”

28 They were all filled with wrath in the
synagogue as they heard these things.

29They rose up, threw him out of the city,
and led him to the browof the hill that their
citywas built on, that theymight throwhim
off the cliff.

30 But he, passing through the middle of
them, went his way.

31 He came down to Capernaum, a city
of Galilee. He was teaching them on the
Sabbath day,

32 and they were astonished at his teach-
ing, for his word was with authority.

33 In the synagogue there was amanwho
had a spirit of an unclean demon; and he
cried out with a loud voice,

34 saying, “Ah! what have we to do with
you, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to

destroy us? I know who you are: the Holy
One of God!”

35 Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent
and come out of him!” When the demon
had thrown him down in the middle of
them, he came out of him, having done him
no harm.

36Amazement cameonall and they spoke
together, one with another, saying, “What
is this word? For with authority and power
he commands the unclean spirits, and they
come out!”

37 News about him went out into every
place of the surrounding region.

38He rose up from the synagogue and en-
tered into Simon’s house. Simon’s mother-
in-law was afflicted with a great fever, and
they begged him to help her.

39 He stood over her and rebuked the
fever, and it left her. Immediately she rose
up and served them.

40When the sunwas setting, all thosewho
had any sick with various diseases brought
them to him; and he laid his hands on every
one of them, and healed them.

41Demons also came out of many, crying
out and saying, “You are the Christ, the Son
of God!” Rebuking them, he didn’t allow
them to speak, because they knew that he
was the Christ.

42When it was day, he departed andwent
into an uninhabited place and the multi-
tudes looked for him, and came to him, and
held on to him, so that he wouldn’t go away
from them.

43 But he said to them, “I must preach
the good news of God’s Kingdom to the
other cities also. For this reason I have
been sent.”

44Hewas preaching in the synagogues of
Galilee.

5
1Nowwhile themultitudepressedonhim

andheard thewordofGod, hewas standing
by the lake of Gennesaret.

2He saw two boats standing by the lake,
but thefishermenhad gone out of themand
were washing their nets.

3He entered into one of the boats, which
was Simon’s, and asked him to put out a
little from the land. He sat downand taught
themultitudes from the boat.

4When he had finished speaking, he said
to Simon, “Put out into the deep and let
down your nets for a catch.”

5 Simon answered him, “Master, we
worked all night and caught nothing; but
at your word I will let down the net.”

† 4:18: NU omits “to heal the broken hearted” * 4:19: Isaiah 61:1-2
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6 When they had done this, they caught
a great multitude of fish, and their net was
breaking.

7 They beckoned to their partners in the
other boat, that they should come and help
them. They came and filled both boats, so
that they began to sink.

8 But Simon Peter, when he saw it, fell
down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from
me, for I am a sinful man, Lord.”

9 For he was amazed, and all who were
withhim, at the catchoffishwhich theyhad
caught;

10 and so also were James and John, sons
of Zebedee, whowere partnerswith Simon.
Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid.

Fromnowonyouwillbecatchingpeople
alive.”

11 When they had brought their boats
to land, they left everything, and followed
him.

12 While he was in one of the cities, be-
hold, therewas aman full of leprosy. When
he saw Jesus, he fell on his face and begged
him, saying, “Lord, if you want to, you can
makeme clean.”

13He stretched out his hand and touched
him, saying, “I want to. Bemade clean.”
Immediately the leprosy left him.
14He commandedhim to tell no one, “But

go your way and show yourself to the
priest, and offer for your cleansing ac-
cording to what Moses commanded, for
a testimony to them.”

15 But the report concerning him spread
much more, and great multitudes came to-
gether to hear and to be healed by him of
their infirmities.

16Buthewithdrewhimself into thedesert
and prayed.

17On one of those days, he was teaching;
and there were Pharisees and teachers of
the law sitting by who had come out of ev-
ery village of Galilee, Judea, and Jerusalem.
The power of the Lordwaswith him to heal
them.

18 Behold, men brought a paralysed man
on a cot, and they sought to bring him in to
lay before Jesus.

19 Not finding a way to bring him in be-
cause of the multitude, they went up to
the housetop and let him down through
the tiles with his cot into the middle before
Jesus.

20Seeing their faith, he said tohim, “Man,
your sins are forgiven you.”

21 The scribes and the Pharisees began
to reason, saying, “Who is this who speaks
blasphemies? Who can forgive sins, but
God alone?”

22 But Jesus, perceiving their thoughts,
answered them, “Why are you reasoning
so in your hearts?

23 Which is easier to say, ‘Your sins
are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Arise and
walk’?

24But that youmay know that the Son
ofManhas authority on earth to forgive
sins,” he said to the paralysed man, “I tell
you, arise, take up your cot, and go to
your house.”

25 Immediately he rose up before them,
and took up that which he was laying on,
and departed to his house, glorifying God.

26 Amazement took hold on all, and they
glorified God. They were filled with fear,
saying, “We have seen strange things to-
day.”

27After these things he went out and saw
a tax collector named Levi sitting at the tax
office, and said to him, “Followme!”

28 He left everything, and rose up and
followed him.

29 Levi made a great feast for him in his
house. There was a great crowd of tax
collectors and others who were reclining
with them.

30 Their scribes and the Pharisees mur-
mured against his disciples, saying, “Why
do you eat and drinkwith the tax collectors
and sinners?”

31 Jesus answered them, “Thosewho are
healthy have no need for a physician,
but those who are sick do.

32Ihavenotcometocall therighteous,
but sinners, to repentance.”

33 They said to him, “Why do John’s dis-
ciples often fast and pray, likewise also the
disciples of the Pharisees, but yours eat and
drink?”

34 He said to them, “Can you make the
friends of the bridegroom fastwhile the
bridegroom is with them?

35 But the days will come when the
bridegroom will be taken away from
them. Then theywill fast in those days.”

36He also told a parable to them. “Noone
puts a piece from a new garment on an
oldgarment, orelsehewill tear thenew,
and also the piece from the newwill not
match the old.

37No one puts newwine into old wine-
skins, or else thenewwinewill burst the
skins, and itwill be spilled and the skins
will be destroyed.

38But newwinemust be put into fresh
wineskins, and both are preserved.

39 No man having drunk old wine im-
mediately desires new, for he says, ‘The
old is better.’ ”
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6
1 Now on the second Sabbath after the

first, he was going through the grain fields.
His disciples plucked the heads of grain and
ate, rubbing them in their hands.

2 But some of the Pharisees said to them,
“Why do you do that which is not lawful to
do on the Sabbath day?”

3 Jesus, answering them, said, “Haven’t
you read what David did when he was
hungry, he and those who were with
him,

4howheentered intoGod’shouse, and
took and ate the show bread, and gave
also to those who were with him, which
is not lawful to eat except for thepriests
alone?”

5 He said to them, “The Son of Man is
lord of the Sabbath.”

6 It also happened on another Sabbath
that he entered into the synagogue and
taught. There was a man there, and his
right handwas withered.

7 The scribes and the Pharisees watched
him, to see whether he would heal on the
Sabbath, that theymight find an accusation
against him.

8But he knew their thoughts; and he said
to the man who had the withered hand,
“Rise up and stand in the middle.” He
arose and stood.

9Then Jesus said to them, “I will ask you
something: Is it lawfulon theSabbath to
dogood, or todoharm? To savea life, or
to kill?”

10He looked around at them all, and said
to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He
did, and his hand was restored as sound as
the other.

11 But they were filled with rage, and
talked with one another about what they
might do to Jesus.

12 In these days, he went out to themoun-
tain to pray, and he continued all night in
prayer to God.

13When itwas day, he called his disciples,
and from them he chose twelve, whom he
also named apostles:

14 Simon, whom he also named Peter;
Andrew, his brother; James; John; Philip;
Bartholomew;

15 Matthew; Thomas; James the son of
Alphaeus; Simonwhowas called the Zealot;

16 Judas the son of James; and Judas Iscar-
iot, who also became a traitor.

17He came downwith them and stood on
a level place, with a crowd of his disciples
and a great number of the people from all
Judea and Jerusalem and the sea coast of

Tyre and Sidon, who came to hear him and
to be healed of their diseases,

18 as well as those who were troubled
by unclean spirits; and they were being
healed.

19 All the multitude sought to touch him,
for power cameout of himandhealed them
all.

20He lifteduphis eyes tohisdisciples, and
said:
“Blessed are youwho are poor,

for God’s Kingdom is yours.
21Blessed are youwho hunger now,

for youwill be filled.
Blessed are youwhoweep now,

for youwill laugh.
22 Blessed are you when men hate you,

and when they exclude and mock
you, and throw out your name as
evil, for the Son ofMan’s sake.

23 Rejoice in that day and leap for
joy, for behold, your reward
is great in heaven, for their
fathers did the same thing to the
prophets.

24 “But woe to youwho are rich!
For youhave received your consola-
tion.

25Woe to you, youwho are full now,
for youwill be hungry.

Woe to youwho laugh now,
for youwill mourn andweep.

26Woe,†when‡men speakwell of you,
for their fathers did the same thing
to the false prophets.

27 “But I tell you who hear: love your
enemies, dogood to thosewhohateyou,

28bless those who curse you, and pray
for those whomistreat you.

29Tohimwhostrikesyouonthecheek,
offer also the other; and from him who
takes away your cloak, don’t withhold
your coat also.

30 Give to everyone who asks you,
and don’t ask him who takes away your
goods to give them back again.

31 “As you would like people to do to
you, do exactly so to them.

32 “If you love those who love you,
what credit is that to you? For even
sinners love those who love them.

33 If you do good to those who do good
to you, what credit is that to you? For
even sinners do the same.

34 If you lend to those from whom you
hope to receive, what credit is that to
you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to
receive back asmuch.

† 6:26: TR adds “to you” ‡ 6:26: TR adds “all”
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35But love your enemies, and do good,
and lend, expecting nothing back; and
your reward will be great, and you will
be children of the Most High; for he is
kind towards the unthankful and evil.
36 “Therefore bemerciful,

evenas yourFather is alsomerciful.
37Don’t judge,

and youwon’t be judged.
Don’t condemn,

and youwon’t be condemned.
Set free,

and youwill be set free.
38 “Give, and it will be given to you:

goodmeasure, presseddown, shakento-
gether, and running over, will be given
to you.§ For with the same measure
youmeasure itwill bemeasuredback to
you.”

39He spoke a parable to them. “Can the
blind guide the blind? Won’t they both
fall into a pit?

40 A disciple is not above his teacher,
but everyone when he is fully trained
will be like his teacher.

41 Why do you see the speck of chaff
that is in your brother’s eye, but don’t
consider the beam that is in your own
eye?

42 Or how can you tell your brother,
‘Brother, let me remove the speck of
chaff that is in your eye,’whenyouyour-
self don’t see the beam that is in your
own eye? You hypocrite! First remove
the beam from your own eye, and then
you can see clearly to remove the speck
of chaff that is in your brother’s eye.

43 “For there is no good tree that pro-
duces rotten fruit, nor again a rotten
tree that produces good fruit.

44 For each tree is known by its own
fruit. For people don’t gather figs from
thorns, nor do they gather grapes from
a bramble bush.

45 The good man out of the good trea-
sure of his heart brings out that which
is good, and the evil man out of the
evil treasureof his heart brings out that
which isevil, foroutof theabundanceof
the heart, hismouth speaks.

46 “Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’
and don’t do the things which I say?

47 Everyone who comes to me, and
hears my words and does them, I will
show youwho he is like.

48 He is like a man building a house,
who dug and went deep and laid a foun-
dation on the rock. When a flood arose,
the stream broke against that house,

and could not shake it, because it was
founded on the rock.

49 But he who hears and doesn’t do,
is like a man who built a house on
the earth without a foundation, against
which the stream broke, and immedi-
ately it fell; and the ruin of that house
was great.”

7
1 After he had finished speaking in the

hearing of the people, he entered into Ca-
pernaum.

2 A certain centurion’s servant, who was
dear to him, was sick and at the point of
death.

3When he heard about Jesus, he sent to
him elders of the Jews, asking him to come
and save his servant.

4 When they came to Jesus, they begged
him earnestly, saying, “He isworthy for you
to do this for him,

5 for he loves our nation, and he built our
synagogue for us.”

6 Jesus went with them. When he was
now not far from the house, the centurion
sent friends to him, saying to him, “Lord,
don’t trouble yourself, for I am not worthy
for you to come undermy roof.

7 Therefore I didn’t even think myself
worthy to come to you; but say the word,
andmy servant will be healed.

8 For I also am a man placed under au-
thority, having under myself soldiers. I tell
this one, ‘Go!’ and he goes; and to another,
‘Come!’ and he comes; and to my servant,
‘Do this,’ and he does it.”

9When Jesus heard these things, he mar-
velled at him, and turned and said to the
multitude who followed him, “I tell you, I
have not found such great faith, no, not
in Israel.”

10 Those who were sent, returning to the
house, found that the servantwhohadbeen
sick was well.

11 Soon afterwards, he went to a city
called Nain. Many of his disciples, along
with a great multitude, went with him.

12Now when he came near to the gate of
the city, behold, onewhowas deadwas car-
ried out, the only born† son of his mother,
and she was a widow. Many people of the
city were with her.

13 When the Lord saw her, he had com-
passion on her and said to her, “Don’t cry.”

14 He came near and touched the coffin,
and the bearers stood still. He said, “Young
man, I tell you, arise!”

§ 6:38: literally, into your bosom. † 7:12: The phrase “only born” is from the Greek word “μονογενη”, which is
sometimes translated “only begotten” or “one and only”.
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15He who was dead sat up and began to
speak. Then he gave him to his mother.

16Fear took hold of all, and they glorified
God, saying, “A great prophet has arisen
amongst us!” and, “God has visited his
people!”

17This reportwent out concerning him in
the whole of Judea and in all the surround-
ing region.

18The disciples of John told him about all
these things.

19 John, calling to himself two of his dis-
ciples, sent them to Jesus, saying, “Are you
the one who is coming, or should we look
for another?”

20When the men had come to him, they
said, “John the Baptiser has sent us to you,
saying, ‘Are you he who comes, or should
we look for another?’ ”

21 In that hour he cured many of diseases
and plagues and evil spirits; and to many
whowere blind he gave sight.

22 Jesus answered them, “Go and tell
John the thingswhichyouhave seenand
heard: that theblindreceive their sight,
the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed,
the deaf hear, the dead are raised up,
and the poor have good news preached
to them.

23 Blessed is he who finds no occasion
for stumbling inme.”

24When John’smessengers haddeparted,
he began to tell the multitudes about John,
“Whatdidyougoout into thewilderness
to see? A reed shaken by the wind?

25 But what did you go out to see? A
man clothed in soft clothing? Behold,
those who are gorgeously dressed and
live delicately are in kings’ courts.

26 But what did you go out to see? A
prophet? Yes, I tell you, andmuchmore
than a prophet.

27This is he of whom it is written,
‘Behold, I send my messenger before

your face,
who will prepare your way before
you.’*

28 “For I tell you, amongst those who
arebornofwomen there isnot a greater
prophet than John the Baptiser; yet he
who is least in God’s Kingdom is greater
than he.”

29When all the people and the tax collec-
tors heard this, they declaredGod to be just,
having been baptised with John’s baptism.

30 But the Pharisees and the lawyers re-
jected the counsel of God, not being bap-
tised by him themselves.

31 ‡“Towhat then should I compare the
people of this generation? What are
they like?

32They are like childrenwho sit in the
marketplace and call to one another,
saying, ‘We piped to you, and you didn’t
dance. We mourned, and you didn’t
weep.’

33 For John the Baptiser came neither
eatingbreadnordrinkingwine, andyou
say, ‘He has a demon.’

34The Son ofMan has come eating and
drinking, and you say, ‘Behold, a glutton
and a drunkard, a friend of tax collec-
tors and sinners!’

35 Wisdom is justified by all her chil-
dren.”

36One of the Pharisees invited him to eat
with him. He entered into the Pharisee’s
house and sat at the table.

37 Behold, a woman in the city who was
a sinner, when she knew that he was re-
clining in the Pharisee’s house, brought an
alabaster jar of ointment.

38 Standing behind at his feet weeping,
she began towet his feetwith her tears, and
she wiped them with the hair of her head,
kissed his feet, and anointed themwith the
ointment.

39 Now when the Pharisee who had in-
vited him saw it, he said to himself, “This
man, if he were a prophet, would have per-
ceivedwho andwhat kind of woman this is
who touches him, that she is a sinner.”

40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have
something to tell you.”
He said, “Teacher, say on.”
41 “A certain lender had two debtors.

The one owedfive hundred denarii, and
the other fifty.

42When they couldn’t pay, he forgave
them both. Which of them therefore
will love himmost?”

43 Simon answered, “He, I suppose, to
whom he forgave themost.”
He said to him, “You have judged cor-

rectly.”
44 Turning to the woman, he said to Si-

mon, “Do you see this woman? I entered
into your house, and you gave me no
water for my feet, but she has wet my
feetwithher tears, andwipedthemwith
the hair of her head.

45 You gave me no kiss, but she, since
the time I came in, has not ceased tokiss
my feet.

46 You didn’t anoint my head with oil,
but she has anointed my feet with oint-
ment.

* 7:27: Malachi 3:1 ‡ 7:31: TR adds “But the Lord said,”
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47Therefore I tell you, her sins, which
are many, are forgiven, for she loved
much. But one to whom little is for-
given, loves little.”

48 He said to her, “Your sins are for-
given.”

49 Those who sat at the table with him
began to say to themselves, “Who is this
who even forgives sins?”

50He said to thewoman, “Your faith has
saved you. Go in peace.”

8
1Soonafterwards, hewentabout through

cities and villages, preaching and bringing
the good news of God’s Kingdom. With him
were the twelve,

2 and certain women who had been
healed of evil spirits and infirmities: Mary
who was called Magdalene, from whom
seven demons had gone out;

3 and Joanna, the wife of Chuzas, Herod’s
steward; Susanna; and many others who
served them† from their possessions.

4When a great multitude came together
and people from every city were coming to
him, he spoke by a parable:

5“The farmerwentout to sowhis seed.
As he sowed, some fell along the road,
and it was trampled under foot, and the
birds of the sky devoured it.

6 Other seed fell on the rock, and as
soon as it grew, it withered away, be-
cause it had nomoisture.

7 Other fell amid the thorns, and the
thorns grewwith it and choked it.

8Other fell into the good ground and
grew and produced one hundred times
asmuch fruit.” As he said these things, he
called out, “He who has ears to hear, let
him hear!”

9 Then his disciples asked him, “What
does this parable mean?”

10 He said, “To you it is given to know
the mysteries of God’s Kingdom, but to
the rest it is given in parables, that ‘see-
ing they may not see, and hearing they
may not understand.’*

11 “Now the parable is this: The seed is
the word of God.

12Those along the road are those who
hear; then the devil comes and takes
away the word from their heart, that
theymay not believe and be saved.

13 Those on the rock are they who,
when they hear, receive the word with
joy; but thesehavenoroot. Theybelieve
for a while, then fall away in time of
temptation.

14What fell amongst the thorns, these
are those who have heard, and as they
go on their way they are choked with
cares, riches, and pleasures of life; and
they bring no fruit tomaturity.

15 Those in the good ground, these
are those who with an honest and good
heart, having heard the word, hold it
tightly, and produce fruit with perse-
verance.

16“Noone,whenhehas lit a lamp, cov-
ers it with a container or puts it under
a bed; but puts it on a stand, that those
who enter inmay see the light.

17 For nothing is hidden that will not
be revealed, nor anything secret that
will not be known and come to light.

18 Be careful therefore how you hear.
For whoever has, to him will be given;
and whoever doesn’t have, from him
will be taken away even that which he
thinks he has.”

19His mother and brothers came to him,
and they could not come near him for the
crowd.

20 Some people told him, “Your mother
andyourbrothers standoutside, desiring to
see you.”

21 But he answered them, “My mother
andmybrothers are thesewho hear the
word of God and do it.”

22 Now on one of those days, he entered
into aboat, himself andhis disciples, andhe
said to them, “Let’s go over to the other
side of the lake.” So they launched out.

23 But as they sailed, he fell asleep. A
wind storm came down on the lake, and
they were taking on dangerous amounts of
water.

24They came to him and awoke him, say-
ing, “Master, Master, we are dying!” He
awokeandrebuked thewindand theraging
of the water; then they ceased, and it was
calm.*

25 He said to them, “Where is your
faith?” Being afraid, they marvelled, say-
ing to oneanother, “Who is this then, that he
commands even the winds and the water,
and they obey him?”

26Then they arrived at the country of the
Gadarenes, which is opposite Galilee.

27 When Jesus stepped ashore, a certain
man out of the city who had demons for a
long timemet him. Hewore no clothes, and
didn’t live in a house, but in the tombs.

28 When he saw Jesus, he cried out and
fell down before him, andwith a loud voice
said, “What do I have to do with you, Jesus,
you Son of the Most High God? I beg you,
don’t torment me!”

† 8:3: TR reads “him” instead of “them” * 8:10: Isaiah 6:9 * 8:24: See Psalms 107:29
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29For Jesuswas commanding theunclean
spirit to come out of the man. For the
unclean spirit had often seized the man.
He was kept under guard and bound with
chains and fetters. Breaking the bonds
apart, he was driven by the demon into the
desert.

30 Jesus asked him, “What is your
name?”
He said, “Legion,” for many demons had

entered into him.
31 They begged him that he would not

command them to go into the abyss.
32 Now there was there a herd of many

pigs feeding on the mountain, and they
begged him that he would allow them to
enter into those. Then he allowed them.

33 The demons came out of the man and
entered into the pigs, and the herd rushed
down the steep bank into the lake andwere
drowned.

34 When those who fed them saw what
had happened, they fled and told it in the
city and in the country.

35 People went out to see what had hap-
pened. They came to Jesus and found the
man fromwhom the demons had gone out,
sitting at Jesus’ feet, clothed and in his right
mind; and they were afraid.

36Thosewhosaw it told themhowhewho
had been possessed by demonswas healed.

37All the people of the surrounding coun-
try of the Gadarenes asked him to depart
from them, for theywere verymuch afraid.
Thenhe entered into theboat and returned.

38 But the man from whom the demons
had gone out begged him that he might go
with him, but Jesus sent him away, saying,

39 “Return to your house, and declare
whatgreat thingsGodhasdoneforyou.”
He went his way, proclaiming throughout
the whole city what great things Jesus had
done for him.

40 When Jesus returned, the multitude
welcomedhim, for theywere allwaiting for
him.

41 Behold, a man named Jairus came. He
was a ruler of the synagogue. He fell down
at Jesus’ feet and begged him to come into
his house,

42 for he had an only born‡ daughter,
about twelve years of age, and she was dy-
ing. But as he went, the multitudes pressed
against him.

43 A woman who had a flow of blood for
twelve years, who had spent all her living
on physicians and could not be healed by
any,

44 came behind him and touched the
fringe§ of his cloak. Immediately the flow
of her blood stopped.

45 Jesus said, “Who touchedme?”
When all denied it, Peter and those with

him said, “Master, the multitudes press and
jostle you, and you say, ‘Who touched
me?’”

46 But Jesus said, “Someone did touch
me, for I perceived that power has gone
out ofme.”

47 When the woman saw that she was
not hidden, she came trembling; and falling
down before him declared to him in the
presence of all the people the reason why
she had touched him, and how she was
healed immediately.

48 He said to her, “Daughter, cheer up.
Your faith has made you well. Go in
peace.”

49While he still spoke, one from the ruler
of the synagogue’s house came, saying to
him, “Your daughter is dead. Don’t trouble
the Teacher.”

50 But Jesus hearing it, answered him,
“Don’t be afraid. Only believe, and she
will be healed.”

51When he came to the house, he didn’t
allow anyone to enter in, except Peter, John,
James, the father of the child, and her
mother.

52 All were weeping and mourning her,
but he said, “Don’t weep. She isn’t dead,
but sleeping.”

53 They were ridiculing him, knowing
that she was dead.

54But he put them all outside, and taking
her by the hand, he called, saying, “Child,
arise!”

55Her spirit returned, and she roseup im-
mediately. He commanded that something
be given to her to eat.

56Her parents were amazed, but he com-
manded them to tell no one what had been
done.

9
1He called the twelve† together and gave

thempower and authority over all demons,
and to cure diseases.

2He sent them out to preach God’s King-
dom and to heal the sick.

3 He said to them, “Take nothing for
your journey—no staffs, nor wallet, nor
bread, nor money. Don’t have two tu-
nics each.

4 Into whatever house you enter, stay
there, and depart from there.

‡ 8:42: The phrase “only born” is from the Greek word “μονογενη”, which is sometimes translated “only begotten” or
“one and only”. § 8:44: or, tassel † 9:1: TR reads “his twelve disciples” instead of “the twelve”
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5 As many as don’t receive you, when
youdepart fromthat city, shakeoffeven
the dust from your feet for a testimony
against them.”

6 They departed and went throughout
the villages, preaching the Good News and
healing everywhere.

7 Now Herod the tetrarch heard of all
that was done by him; and he was very
perplexed, because it was said by some that
John had risen from the dead,

8 and by some that Elijah had appeared,
and by others that one of the old prophets
had risen again.

9Herod said, “I beheaded John, but who
is this about whom I hear such things?” He
sought to see him.

10 The apostles, when they had returned,
told himwhat things they had done.
He took them and withdrew apart to a

desert region of‡ a city called Bethsaida.
11 But the multitudes, perceiving it, fol-

lowed him. He welcomed them, spoke to
them of God’s Kingdom, and he cured those
who needed healing.

12 The day began to wear away; and the
twelve came and said to him, “Send the
multitude away, that they may go into the
surrounding villages and farms and lodge
and get food, for we are here in a deserted
place.”

13 But he said to them, “You give them
something to eat.”
They said, “We have no more than five

loaves and two fish, unless we should go
and buy food for all these people.”

14For theywereaboutfive thousandmen.
He said to his disciples, “Make them sit

down in groups of about fifty each.”
15 They did so, and made them all sit

down.
16He took the five loaves and the twofish,

and looking up to the sky, he blessed them,
broke them, and gave them to the disciples
to set before themultitude.

17They ate and were all filled. They gath-
ered up twelve baskets of broken pieces
that were left over.

18 As he was praying alone, the disciples
were near him, and he asked them, “Who
do themultitudes say that I am?”

19 They answered, “ ‘John the Baptiser,’
but others say, ‘Elijah,’ and others, that one
of the old prophets has risen again.”

20He said to them, “But who do you say
that I am?”
Peter answered, “The Christ of God.”
21 But he warned them and commanded

them to tell this to no one,

22 saying, “The Son of Man must suffer
many things, and be rejected by the el-
ders, chief priests, and scribes, and be
killed, and the third day be raised up.”

23 He said to all, “If anyone desires to
come after me, let him deny himself,
take up his cross,§ and followme.

24 For whoever desires to save his life
will lose it, butwhoeverwill lose his life
formy sakewill save it.

25 For what does it profit a man if he
gains the whole world, and loses or for-
feits his own self?

26 For whoever will be ashamed of me
and of my words, of him will the Son of
Man be ashamed when he comes in his
glory, and the glory of the Father, and of
the holy angels.

27 But I tell you the truth: There are
some of those who stand here who will
in no way taste of death until they see
God’s Kingdom.”

28About eight days after these sayings, he
took with him Peter, John, and James, and
went up onto themountain to pray.

29 As he was praying, the appearance of
his face was altered, and his clothing be-
camewhite and dazzling.

30 Behold, two men were talking with
him, whowereMoses and Elijah,

31who appeared in glory and spoke of his
departure,† which he was about to accom-
plish at Jerusalem.

32 Now Peter and those who were with
him were heavy with sleep, but when they
were fully awake, they saw his glory, and
the twomenwho stood with him.

33 As they were parting from him, Peter
said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to
be here. Let’s make three tents: one for
you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah,” not
knowing what he said.

34 While he said these things, a cloud
came and overshadowed them, and they
were afraid as they entered into the cloud.

35 A voice came out of the cloud, saying,
“This is my beloved Son. Listen to him!”

36When the voice came, Jesus was found
alone. They were silent, and told no one in
those days any of the thingswhich they had
seen.

37 On the next day, when they had come
down from themountain, a greatmultitude
met him.

38 Behold, a man from the crowd called
out, saying, “Teacher, I beg you to look atmy
son, for he is my only born‡ child.

‡ 9:10: NU omits “a desert region of”. § 9:23: TR, NU add “daily” † 9:31: literally, “exodus” ‡ 9:38: The phrase
“only born” is from the Greek word “μονογενη”, which is sometimes translated “only begotten” or “one and only”.
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39Behold, a spirit takes him, he suddenly
cries out, and it convulses him so that he
foams; and it hardly departs from him,
bruising him severely.

40 I begged your disciples to cast it out,
and they couldn’t.”

41 Jesus answered, “Faithless and per-
verse generation, how long shall I be
with you and bear with you? Bring your
son here.”

42 While he was still coming, the demon
threw him down and convulsed him vio-
lently. But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit,
healed the boy, and gave him back to his
father.

43Theywere all astonished at themajesty
of God.
But while all were marvelling at all the

things which Jesus did, he said to his disci-
ples,

44“Let thesewordssink intoyourears,
for the Son of Man will be delivered up
into the hands ofmen.”

45 But they didn’t understand this say-
ing. It was concealed from them, that they
should not perceive it, and theywere afraid
to ask him about this saying.

46 An argument arose amongst them
about which of themwas the greatest.

47 Jesus, perceiving the reasoning of their
hearts, took a little child, and set him by his
side,

48 and said to them, “Whoever receives
this little child inmy name receivesme.
Whoever receives me receives himwho
sent me. For whoever is least amongst
you all, this one will be great.”

49 John answered, “Master, we saw some-
one casting out demons in your name, and
we forbade him, because he doesn’t follow
with us.”

50 Jesus said to him, “Don’t forbid him,
for he who is not against us is for us.”

51 It came to pass, when the days were
near that he should be taken up, he intently
set his face to go to Jerusalem

52 and sent messengers before his face.
They went and entered into a village of the
Samaritans, so as to prepare for him.

53 They didn’t receive him, because he
was travelling with his face set towards
Jerusalem.

54 When his disciples, James and John,
saw this, they said, “Lord, do youwant us to
command fire to come down from the sky
and destroy them, just as Elijah did?”

55But he turned and rebuked them, “You
don’t know of what kind of spirit you
are.

56 For the Son of Man didn’t come to
destroymen’s lives, but to save them.”
They went to another village.
57As they went on the way, a certainman

said to him, “I want to follow youwherever
you go, Lord.”

58 Jesus said to him, “The foxes have
holesandthebirdsof theskyhavenests,
but theSonofManhasnoplace to layhis
head.”

59He said to another, “Followme!”
Buthe said, “Lord, allowmefirst to goand

burymy father.”
60But Jesus said to him, “Leave the dead

to bury their own dead, but you go and
announce God’s Kingdom.”

61Another also said, “Iwant to followyou,
Lord, but first allow me to say good-bye to
those who are at my house.”

62But Jesus said to him, “No one, having
put his hand to the plough and looking
back, is fit for God’s Kingdom.”

10
1 Now after these things, the Lord also

appointed seventy others, and sent them
two by two ahead of him† into every city
and place where he was about to come.

2 Then he said to them, “The harvest is
indeed plentiful, but the labourers are
few. Pray therefore to the Lord of the
harvest, that hemay send out labourers
into his harvest.

3Go your ways. Behold, I send you out
as lambs amongst wolves.

4 Carry no purse, nor wallet, nor san-
dals. Greet no one on the way.

5 Into whatever house you enter, first
say, ‘Peace be to this house.’

6 If a son of peace is there, your peace
will rest on him; but if not, it will return
to you.

7 Remain in that same house, eating
and drinking the things they give, for
the labourer is worthy of his wages.
Don’t go from house to house.

8 Into whatever city you enter and
they receive you, eat the things that are
set before you.

9Heal the sick who are there and tell
them, ‘God’s Kingdom has come near to
you.’

10But intowhatevercityyouenterand
they don’t receive you, go out into its
streets and say,

11 ‘Even the dust from your city that
clings to us, we wipe off against you.
Neverthelessknowthis, thatGod’sKing-
domhas come near to you.’

† 10:1: literally, “before his face”
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12 I tell you, itwill bemore tolerable in
that day for Sodom than for that city.

13 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you,
Bethsaida! For if the mighty works had
beendone inTyre andSidonwhichwere
done in you, they would have repented
long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes.

14 But it will be more tolerable for
Tyre and Sidon in the judgement than
for you.

15You,Capernaum,whoareexalted to
heaven, will be brought down to Hades.
‡

16 Whoever listens to you listens to
me, andwhoever rejects you rejectsme.
Whoever rejects me rejects him who
sentme.”

17 The seventy returned with joy, saying,
“Lord, even the demons are subject to us in
your name!”

18He said to them, “I saw Satan having
fallen like lightning fromheaven.

19Behold, I give youauthority to tread
on serpents and scorpions, and over all
the power of the enemy. Nothing will in
any way hurt you.

20 Nevertheless, don’t rejoice in this,
that the spirits are subject to you, but
rejoice that your names are written in
heaven.”

21 In that same hour, Jesus rejoiced in
the Holy Spirit, and said, “I thank you, O
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that
you have hidden these things from the
wise and understanding, and revealed
them to little children. Yes, Father, for
so it was well-pleasing in your sight.”

22 Turning to the disciples, he said, “All
things have been delivered to me bymy
Father. No one knows who the Son is,
except the Father, and who the Father
is, except the Son, and he to whomever
the Son desires to reveal him.”

23 Turning to the disciples, he said pri-
vately, “Blessed are the eyes which see
the things that you see,

24for I tell youthatmanyprophetsand
kings desired to see the things which
yousee, anddidn’t see them, and tohear
the things which you hear, and didn’t
hear them.”

25 Behold, a certain lawyer stood up and
tested him, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do
to inherit eternal life?”

26Hesaid tohim, “What iswritten in the
law? How do you read it?”

27He answered, “You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart, with all your
soul, with all your strength, and with all

your mind;* and your neighbour as your-
self.”*

28He said to him, “You have answered
correctly. Do this, and youwill live.”

29Buthe, desiring to justifyhimself, asked
Jesus, “Who is my neighbour?”

30 Jesus answered, “A certain man was
going down from Jerusalem to Jericho,
and he fell amongst robbers, who both
stripped him and beat him, and de-
parted, leaving him half dead.

31By chance a certain priest was going
down that way. When he saw him, he
passed by on the other side.

32 In the same way a Levite also, when
he came to the place and saw him,
passed by on the other side.

33But a certain Samaritan, as he trav-
elled, camewhere he was. When he saw
him, he wasmovedwith compassion,

34 came to him, and bound up his
wounds, pouring on oil andwine. He set
him on his own animal, brought him to
an inn, and took care of him.

35On the next day, when he departed,
he took out two denarii, gave them to
the host, and said to him, ‘Take care of
him. Whatever you spend beyond that,
I will repay youwhen I return.’

36 Now which of these three do you
think seemed to be a neighbour to him
who fell amongst the robbers?”

37 He said, “He who showed mercy on
him.”
Then Jesus said to him, “Go and do like-

wise.”
38 As they went on their way, he entered

into a certain village, and a certain woman
namedMarthareceivedhimintoherhouse.

39 She had a sister called Mary, who also
sat at Jesus’ feet and heard his word.

40 But Martha was distracted with much
serving, and she came up to him, and said,
“Lord, don’t you care that my sister left me
to serve alone? Ask her therefore to help
me.”

41 Jesus answered her, “Martha,
Martha, you are anxious and troubled
aboutmany things,

42 but one thing is needed. Mary has
chosen the good part, which will not be
taken away fromher.”

11
1 When he finished praying in a certain

place, oneofhis disciples said tohim, “Lord,
teach us to pray, just as John also taught his
disciples.”

2He said to them, “When you pray, say,

‡ 10:15: Hades is the lower realm of the dead, or Hell. * 10:27: Deuteronomy 6:5 * 10:27: Leviticus 19:18
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‘Our Father in heaven,
may your name be kept holy.

May your Kingdom come.
May yourwill be done on earth, as it
is in heaven.

3Give us day by day our daily bread.
4Forgive us our sins,

for we ourselves also forgive every-
one who is indebted to us.

Bring us not into temptation,
but deliver us from the evil one.’ ”

5He said to them, “Which of you, if you
go to a friend at midnight and tell him,
‘Friend, lendme three loaves of bread,

6 for a friend of mine has come to me
froma journey, and Ihavenothing to set
before him,’

7 and he from within will answer and
say, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is now
shut, and my children are with me in
bed. I can’t get up and give it to you’?

8 I tell you, although he will not rise
and give it to him because he is his
friend, yet because of his persistence,
he will get up and give him as many as
he needs.

9 “I tell you, keep asking, and it will
be given you. Keep seeking, and you
will find. Keep knocking, and it will be
opened to you.

10For everyone who asks receives. He
who seeks finds. To him who knocks it
will be opened.

11 “Which of you fathers, if your son
asks for bread,will give hima stone? Or
if he asks for a fish, he won’t give him a
snake instead of a fish, will he?

12Or ifheasks foranegg, hewon’t give
him a scorpion, will he?

13 If you then, being evil, know how
to give good gifts to your children, how
much more will your heavenly Father
give the Holy Spirit to those who ask
him?”

14 He was casting out a demon, and it
was mute. When the demon had gone out,
the mute man spoke; and the multitudes
marvelled.

15 But some of them said, “He casts out
demons by Beelzebul, the prince of the
demons.”

16Others, testing him, sought from him a
sign from heaven.

17 But he, knowing their thoughts, said
to them, “Every kingdomdivided against
itself is brought to desolation. A house
divided against itself falls.

18 If Satan also is divided against him-
self, how will his kingdom stand? For
you say that I cast out demonsbyBeelze-
bul.

19 But if I cast out demons by Beelze-
bul, by whom do your children cast
them out? Therefore they will be your
judges.

20 But if I by God’s finger cast out
demons, then God’s Kingdom has come
to you.

21 “When the strongman, fully armed,
guards his own dwelling, his goods are
safe.

22But when someone stronger attacks
him and overcomes him, he takes from
him his whole armour in which he
trusted, and divides his plunder.

23“Hewho isnotwithmeisagainstme.
Hewho doesn’t gatherwithme scatters.

24 The unclean spirit, when he has
gone out of theman, passes through dry
places, seeking rest; and finding none,
he says, ‘I will turn back to my house
fromwhich I came out.’

25When he returns, he finds it swept
and put in order.

26Then he goes and takes seven other
spirits more evil than himself, and they
enter in and dwell there. The last state
of that man becomes worse than the
first.”

27 It came to pass, as he said these things,
a certain woman out of the multitude lifted
up her voice and said to him, “Blessed is the
womb that bore you, and the breasts which
nursed you!”

28But he said, “Onthecontrary, blessed
are thosewhohear thewordofGod, and
keep it.”

29 When the multitudes were gathering
together to him, he began to say, “This is
an evil generation. It seeks after a sign.
No sign will be given to it but the sign of
Jonah the prophet.

30 For even as Jonah became a sign to
theNinevites, so theSonofManwill also
be to this generation.

31 The Queen of the South will rise up
in the judgement with the men of this
generation and will condemn them, for
she came from the ends of the earth to
hear the wisdom of Solomon; and be-
hold, one greater than Solomon is here.

32 The men of Nineveh will stand up
in the judgement with this generation,
and will condemn it, for they repented
at the preaching of Jonah; and behold,
one greater than Jonah is here.

33“Noone,whenhehas lit a lamp, puts
it in a cellar or under a basket, but on a
stand, that those who come in may see
the light.

34 The lamp of the body is the eye.
Therefore when your eye is good, your
whole body is also full of light; butwhen
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it is evil, your body also is full of dark-
ness.

35Therefore seewhether the light that
is in you isn’t darkness.

36 If therefore your whole body is full
of light, having no part dark, it will be
wholly full of light, as when the lamp
with its bright shining gives you light.”

37 Now as he spoke, a certain Pharisee
asked him to dinewith him. Hewent in and
sat at the table.

38When thePharisee saw it, hemarvelled
that he had not first washed himself before
dinner.

39 The Lord said to him, “Now you Phar-
isees cleanse the outside of the cup and
of the platter, but your inward part is
full of extortion andwickedness.

40 You foolish ones, didn’t he who
made the outsidemake the inside also?

41But give for gifts to the needy those
things which are within, and behold, all
things will be clean to you.

42 But woe to you Pharisees! For you
tithe mint and rue and every herb, but
you bypass justice and God’s love. You
ought to have done these, and not to
have left the other undone.

43Woe to you Pharisees! For you love
the best seats in the synagogues and the
greetings in themarketplaces.

44Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For you are like hidden
graves, and the men who walk over
them don’t know it.”

45 One of the lawyers answered him,
“Teacher, in saying this you insult us also.”

46 He said, “Woe to you lawyers also!
For you loadmenwith burdens that are
difficult to carry, and you yourselves
won’t even lift one finger to help carry
those burdens.

47Woe to you! For you build the tombs
of the prophets, and your fathers killed
them.

48 So you testify and consent to the
works of your fathers. For they killed
them, and you build their tombs.

49 Therefore also the wisdom of God
said, ‘I will send to them prophets and
apostles; and someof them theywill kill
and persecute,

50 that the blood of all the prophets,
which was shed from the foundation of
the world, may be required of this gen-
eration,

51 from the blood of Abel to the blood
ofZachariah,whoperishedbetweenthe
altar and the sanctuary.’ Yes, I tell you,
it will be required of this generation.

52 Woe to you lawyers! For you took
away the key of knowledge. You didn’t
enter in yourselves, and thosewhowere
entering in, you hindered.”

53 As he said these things to them, the
scribes and the Pharisees began to be terri-
bly angry, and to draw many things out of
him,

54 lying in wait for him, and seeking to
catch him in something he might say, that
theymight accuse him.

12
1Meanwhile, when a multitude of many

thousands had gathered together, so much
so that they trampled on each other, he be-
gan to tell his disciples first of all, “Beware
of the yeast of the Pharisees, which is
hypocrisy.

2But there is nothing covered up that
will not be revealed, nor hidden that
will not be known.

3Thereforewhatever you have said in
the darkness will be heard in the light.
What you have spoken in the ear in the
inner rooms will be proclaimed on the
housetops.

4“I tell you,my friends, don’t beafraid
of thosewhokill thebody, andafter that
have nomore that they can do.

5But I will warn youwhomyou should
fear. Fear him who after he has killed,
has power to cast into Gehenna.† Yes, I
tell you, fear him.

6 “Aren’t five sparrows sold for two
assaria coins‡? Not one of them is for-
gotten by God.

7 But the very hairs of your head are
all counted. Therefore don’t be afraid.
You are of more value than many spar-
rows.

8 “I tell you, everyone who confesses
me beforemen, the Son ofManwill also
confess before the angels of God;

9buthewhodeniesme in thepresence
ofmenwill be denied in the presence of
God’s angels.

10Everyonewhospeaksawordagainst
the Son of Man will be forgiven, but
those who blaspheme against the Holy
Spirit will not be forgiven.

11When they bring youbefore the syn-
agogues, the rulers, and theauthorities,
don’t be anxious how or what you will
answer or what youwill say;

12 for the Holy Spirit will teach you in
that same hour what youmust say.”

13 One of the multitude said to him,
“Teacher, tell my brother to divide the in-
heritance withme.”

† 12:5: or, Hell ‡ 12:6: Anassarionwas a small copper coinworth about anhour’swages for an agricultural labourer.
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14 But he said to him, “Man, who made
me a judge or an arbitrator over you?”

15He said to them, “Beware! Keep your-
selves from covetousness, for a man’s
life doesn’t consist of the abundance of
the things which he possesses.”

16 He spoke a parable to them, saying,
“The ground of a certain rich man pro-
duced abundantly.

17He reasoned within himself, saying,
‘What will I do, because I don’t have
room to storemy crops?’

18He said, ‘This is what I will do. I will
pull down my barns, build bigger ones,
and there I will store all my grain and
my goods.

19 I will tell my soul, “Soul, you have
many goods laid up for many years.
Take your ease, eat, drink, and be
merry.” ’

20 “But God said to him, ‘You foolish
one, tonight your soul is required of
you. The things which you have pre-
pared—whose will they be?’

21 So is he who lays up treasure for
himself, and is not rich towards God.”

22 He said to his disciples, “Therefore I
tell you, don’t be anxious for your life,
what youwill eat, nor yet for your body,
what youwill wear.

23Life ismore than food, and the body
ismore than clothing.

24Consider the ravens: they don’t sow,
theydon’t reap, theyhavenowarehouse
orbarn, andGod feeds them. Howmuch
more valuable are you than birds!

25Which of you by being anxious can
add a cubit§ to his height?

26 If thenyouaren’t able todoeven the
least things, why are you anxious about
the rest?

27 Consider the lilies, how they grow.
They don’t toil, neither do they spin; yet
I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory
was not arrayed like one of these.

28 But if this is how God clothes the
grass in the field, which today exists
and tomorrow is cast into the oven, how
much more will he clothe you, O you of
little faith?

29 “Don’t seek what you will eat or
what you will drink; neither be anx-
ious.

30 For the nations of the world seek
after all of these things, but your Father
knows that you need these things.

31 But seek God’s Kingdom, and all
these things will be added to you.

32 “Don’t be afraid, little flock, for it is
your Father’s good pleasure to give you
the Kingdom.

33 Sell what you have and give gifts to
the needy. Make for yourselves purses
which don’t grow old, a treasure in the
heavens thatdoesn’t fail, whereno thief
approaches and nomoth destroys.

34 For where your treasure is, there
will your heart be also.

35 “Let yourwaist be dressed and your
lamps burning.

36Be like men watching for their lord
when he returns from the wedding
feast, that when he comes and knocks,
theymay immediately open to him.

37 Blessed are those servants whom
the lord will find watching when he
comes. Most certainly I tell you that he
will dress himself, make them recline,
andwill come and serve them.

38 They will be blessed if he comes
in the second or third watch and finds
them so.

39 But know this, that if the master
of the house had known in what hour
the thief was coming, he would have
watchedandnot allowedhis house tobe
broken into.

40Therefore be ready also, for the Son
of Man is coming in an hour that you
don’t expect him.”

41Peter said to him, “Lord, are you telling
this parable to us, or to everybody?”

42The Lord said, “Who then is the faith-
ful and wise steward, whom his lord
will set over his household, to give them
their portion of food at the right times?

43 Blessed is that servant whom his
lord will find doing so when he comes.

44 Truly I tell you that he will set him
over all that he has.

45But if that servant says in his heart,
‘My lord delays his coming,’ and begins
to beat the menservants and the maid-
servants, and to eat and drink and to be
drunken,

46 then the lord of that servant will
come in a day when he isn’t expecting
himand inanhour thathedoesn’tknow,
and will cut him in two, and place his
portion with the unfaithful.

47 That servant who knew his lord’s
will, and didn’t prepare nor do what
he wanted, will be beaten with many
stripes,

48 but he who didn’t know, and did
things worthy of stripes, will be beaten
with few stripes. To whomever much is

§ 12:25: A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimetres.
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given, ofhimwillmuchberequired; and
to whom much was entrusted, of him
morewill be asked.

49 “I came to throw fire on the earth. I
wish it were already kindled.

50But I have a baptism to be baptised
with, and how distressed I am until it is
accomplished!

51Doyouthinkthat Ihavecometogive
peace in the earth? I tell you, no, but
rather division.

52 For from now on, there will be five
in one house divided, three against two,
and two against three.

53They will be divided, father against
son, and son against father; mother
against daughter, and daughter against
her mother; mother-in-law against her
daughter-in-law, and daughter-in-law
against hermother-in-law.” *

54He said to the multitudes also, “When
you see a cloud rising from thewest, im-
mediately you say, ‘A shower is coming,’
and so it happens.

55When a south wind blows, you say,
‘There will be a scorching heat,’ and it
happens.

56 You hypocrites! You know how to
interpret the appearance of the earth
and the sky, but how is it that you don’t
interpret this time?

57“Whydon’t you judge for yourselves
what is right?

58 For when you are going with your
adversary before the magistrate, try
diligently on the way to be released
from him, lest perhaps he drag you to
the judge, and the judge deliver you to
the officer, and the officer throw you
into prison.

59 I tell you, you will by no means get
out of thereuntil youhavepaid the very
last penny.†”

13
1 Now there were some present at the

same timewho toldhimabout theGalileans
whose blood Pilate had mixed with their
sacrifices.

2 Jesus answered them, “Do you think
that theseGalileanswereworse sinners
than all the other Galileans, because
they suffered such things?

3 I tell you, no, but unless you repent,
youwill all perish in the sameway.

4 Or those eighteen on whom the
tower in Siloam fell and killed them—
do you think that they were worse

offenders than all the men who dwell
in Jerusalem?

5 I tell you, no, but, unless you repent,
youwill all perish in the sameway.”

6He spoke this parable. “A certain man
had a fig tree planted in his vineyard,
and he came seeking fruit on it and
found none.

7He said to the vine dresser, ‘Behold,
these three years I have come looking
for fruit on thisfig tree, and foundnone.
Cut it down! Whydoes itwaste the soil?’

8 He answered, ‘Lord, leave it alone
this year also, until I dig around it and
fertilise it.

9 If it bears fruit, fine; but if not, after
that, you can cut it down.’ ”

10 He was teaching in one of the syna-
gogues on the Sabbath day.

11Behold, there was a woman who had a
spirit of infirmity eighteen years. She was
bent over and could in no way straighten
herself up.

12When Jesus saw her, he called her and
said to her, “Woman, you are freed from
your infirmity.”

13 He laid his hands on her, and imme-
diately she stood up straight and glorified
God.

14The ruler of the synagogue, being indig-
nant because Jesus had healed on the Sab-
bath, said to the multitude, “There are six
days in which men ought to work. There-
fore come on those days and be healed, and
not on the Sabbath day!”

15 Therefore the Lord answered him,
“You hypocrites! Doesn’t each one of
you free his ox or his donkey from the
stall on the Sabbath and lead him away
to water?

16 Ought not this woman, being a
daughter of Abraham whom Satan had
bound eighteen long years, be freed
fromthisbondageontheSabbathday?”

17 As he said these things, all his adver-
saries were disappointed; and all themulti-
tude rejoiced for all the glorious things that
were done by him.

18 He said, “What is God’s Kingdom
like? Towhat shall I compare it?

19 It is like a grain of mustard seed
which a man took and put in his own
garden. It grew and became a large
tree, and the birds of the sky live in its
branches.”

20 Again he said, “To what shall I com-
pare God’s Kingdom?

* 12:53: Micah 7:6 † 12:59: literally, lepton. A lepton is a very small brass Jewish coinworth half a Roman quadrans
each, which is worth a quarter of the copper assarion. Lepta are worth less than 1% of an agricultural worker’s daily
wages. † 13:21: literally, three sata. 3 sata is about 39 litres or a bit more than a bushel.
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21 It is like yeast, which a woman took
and hid in three measures † of flour,
until it was all leavened.”

22 He went on his way through cities
and villages, teaching, and travelling on to
Jerusalem.

23 One said to him, “Lord, are they few
who are saved?”
He said to them,
24 “Strive to enter in by the narrow

door, for many, I tell you, will seek to
enter in andwill not be able.

25When once the master of the house
has risen up and has shut the door, and
you begin to stand outside and to knock
at the door, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open to
us!’ then he will answer and tell you,
‘I don’t know you or where you come
from.’

26 Then you will begin to say, ‘We ate
and drank in your presence, and you
taught in our streets.’

27He will say, ‘I tell you, I don’t know
where you come from. Depart fromme,
all youworkers of iniquity.’

28There will be weeping and gnashing
of teeth when you see Abraham, Isaac,
Jacob, and all the prophets in God’s
Kingdom, and yourselves being thrown
outside.

29 They will come from the east, west,
north, and south, and will sit down in
God’s Kingdom.

30Behold, there are somewho are last
who will be first, and there are some
who are first whowill be last.”

31 On that same day, some Pharisees
came, saying to him, “Get out of here and go
away, for Herod wants to kill you.”

32 He said to them, “Go and tell that
fox, ‘Behold, I cast out demons and per-
form cures today and tomorrow, and
the third day I completemymission.

33Nevertheless Imustgoonmywayto-
day and tomorrow and the next day, for
it can’t be that a prophet would perish
outside of Jerusalem.’

34 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who
kills the prophets and stones those who
are sent to her! How often I wanted
to gather your children together, like a
hen gathers her own brood under her
wings, and you refused!

35 Behold, your house is left to you
desolate. I tell you, you will not see me
until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord!’ ” *

14
1When he went into the house of one of

the rulers of the Pharisees on a Sabbath to
eat bread, they were watching him.

2 Behold, a certain man who had dropsy
was in front of him.

3 Jesus, answering, spoke to the lawyers
and Pharisees, saying, “Is it lawful to heal
on the Sabbath?”

4But they were silent.
He took him, and healed him, and let him

go.
5 He answered them, “Which of you,

if your son† or an ox fell into a well,
wouldn’t immediately pull him out on a
Sabbath day?”

6 They couldn’t answer him regarding
these things.

7 He spoke a parable to those who were
invited, when he noticed how they chose
the best seats, and said to them,

8 “When you are invited by anyone to
a wedding feast, don’t sit in the best
seat, since perhaps someone more hon-
ourable than you might be invited by
him,

9andhewho invitedbothof youwould
come and tell you, ‘Make room for this
person.’ Then you would begin, with
shame, to take the lowest place.

10 But when you are invited, go and
sit in the lowest place, so that when he
who invited you comes, hemay tell you,
‘Friend, move up higher.’ Then you will
be honoured in the presence of all who
sit at the table with you.

11 For everyone who exalts himself
will be humbled, and whoever humbles
himself will be exalted.”

12 He also said to the one who had in-
vited him, “When youmake a dinner or a
supper, don’t call your friends, nor your
brothers, nor your kinsmen, nor rich
neighbours, or perhaps they might also
return the favour, and pay you back.

13 But when you make a feast, ask
the poor, the maimed, the lame, or the
blind;

14 and you will be blessed, because
they don’t have the resources to repay
you. For you will be repaid in the resur-
rection of the righteous.”

15When one of those who sat at the table
with him heard these things, he said to
him, “Blessed is he who will feast in God’s
Kingdom!”

16 But he said to him, “A certain man
made a great supper, and he invited
many people.

* 13:35: Psalms 118:26 † 14:5: TR reads “donkey” instead of “son”
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17 He sent out his servant at supper
time to tell those who were invited,
‘Come, for everything is ready now.’

18 They all as one began to make ex-
cuses.
“The first said to him, ‘I have bought

a field, and I must go and see it. Please
haveme excused.’

19 “Another said, ‘I have bought five
yokeofoxen, and Imust go try themout.
Please haveme excused.’

20 “Another said, ‘I have married a
wife, and therefore I can’t come.’

21 “That servant came, and told his
lord these things. Then the master of
the house, being angry, said to his ser-
vant, ‘Gooutquickly into thestreetsand
lanes of the city, and bring in the poor,
maimed, blind, and lame.’

22 “The servant said, ‘Lord, it is done
as you commanded, and there is still
room.’

23 “The lord said to the servant, ‘Go
out into the highways and hedges, and
compel them to come in, that my house
may be filled.

24For I tell you that none of thosemen
who were invited will taste of my sup-
per. For many are called, but few are
chosen.‡’ ”

25Now great multitudes were going with
him. He turned and said to them,

26 “If anyone comes tome, and doesn’t
disregard§ his own father, mother,
wife, children, brothers, and sisters,
yes, and his own life also, he can’t be
my disciple.

27Whoever doesn’t bear his own cross
andcomeafterme, can’tbemydisciple.

28Forwhich of you, desiring to build a
tower, doesn’t first sit down and count
the cost, to see if he has enough to com-
plete it?

29Orperhaps,whenhehas laid a foun-
dation and isn’t able to finish, everyone
who sees begins tomock him,

30saying, ‘Thismanbegan to build and
wasn’t able to finish.’

31 Or what king, as he goes to en-
counter another king in war, will not sit
down first and consider whether he is
ablewith ten thousand tomeet himwho
comes against him with twenty thou-
sand?

32Orelse,while theother is yet a great
way off, he sends an envoy and asks for
conditions of peace.

33 So therefore, whoever of you who
doesn’t renounce all that he has, he
can’t bemy disciple.

34 “Salt is good, but if the salt becomes
flat and tasteless, with what do you sea-
son it?

35It isfitneither for thesoilnor for the
manure pile. It is thrown out. He who
has ears to hear, let him hear.”

15
1 Now all the tax collectors and sinners

were coming close to him to hear him.
2 The Pharisees and the scribes mur-

mured, saying, “This man welcomes sin-
ners, and eats with them.”

3He told them this parable:
4 “Which of you men, if you had one

hundred sheep and lost one of them,
wouldn’t leave the ninety-nine in the
wilderness andgoafter theone thatwas
lost, until he found it?

5Whenhehas found it, he carries it on
his shoulders, rejoicing.

6 When he comes home, he calls to-
gether his friends and his neighbours,
saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I
have foundmy sheepwhich was lost!’

7 I tell you that even so there will
be more joy in heaven over one sin-
ner who repents, than over ninety-nine
righteous people who need no repen-
tance.

8 “Or what woman, if she had ten
drachma† coins, if she lost one drachma
coin, wouldn’t light a lamp, sweep the
house, and seek diligently until she
found it?

9When she has found it, she calls to-
gether her friends and neighbours, say-
ing, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found
the drachmawhich I had lost!’

10Even so, I tell you, there is joy in the
presence of the angels of God over one
sinner repenting.”

11 He said, “A certain man had two
sons.

12 The younger of them said to his fa-
ther, ‘Father, give me my share of your
property.’ So he divided his livelihood
between them.

13 Not many days after, the younger
son gathered all of this together and
travelled into a far country. There he
wastedhispropertywith riotous living.

14 When he had spent all of it, there
arose a severe famine in that country,
and he began to be in need.

‡ 14:24: RPMT includes the last sentence. TR, NU, and FHMTomit: Formany are called, but feware chosen. § 14:26:
or, hate † 15:8: A drachma coin was worth about a days wages for an agricultural labourer.
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15Hewent and joinedhimself to oneof
the citizens of that country, and he sent
him into his fields to feed pigs.

16He wanted to fill his belly with the
pods that the pigs ate, but no one gave
him any.

17 But when he came to himself, he
said, ‘Howmanyhired servantsofmy fa-
ther’s have bread enough to spare, and
I’mdying with hunger!

18 I will get up and go to my father,
and will tell him, “Father, I have sinned
against heaven and in your sight.

19 I am no more worthy to be called
your son. Makeme as one of your hired
servants.” ’

20 “He arose and came to his father.
But while he was still far off, his fa-
ther saw him and was moved with com-
passion, and ran, fell on his neck, and
kissed him.

21 The son said to him, ‘Father, I have
sinnedagainst heavenand inyour sight.
I am no longer worthy to be called your
son.’

22 “But the father said to his servants,
‘Bring out the best robe and put it on
him. Put a ring on his hand and sandals
on his feet.

23 Bring the fattened calf, kill it, and
let’s eat and celebrate;

24 for this, my son, was dead and is
alive again. He was lost and is found.’
Then they began to celebrate.

25 “Now his elder son was in the field.
As he came near to the house, he heard
music and dancing.

26He called one of the servants to him
and askedwhat was going on.

27 He said to him, ‘Your brother has
come, and your father has killed the
fattened calf, because he has received
him back safe and healthy.’

28 But he was angry and would not go
in. Therefore his father came out and
begged him.

29But he answered his father, ‘Behold,
thesemany years I have served you, and
I never disobeyed a commandment of
yours, but you never gave me a goat,
that I might celebrate withmy friends.

30 But when this your son came, who
has devoured your living with prosti-
tutes, you killed the fattened calf for
him.’

31“Hesaid tohim, ‘Son, youarealways
withme, and all that is mine is yours.

32 But it was appropriate to celebrate
and be glad, for this, your brother, was

dead, and isaliveagain. Hewas lost, and
is found.’ ”

16
1He also said to his disciples, “Therewas

a certain rich man who had a manager.
Anaccusationwasmade tohim that this
manwas wasting his possessions.

2Hecalledhim, and said tohim, ‘What
is this that I hear about you? Give an ac-
counting of your management, for you
can no longer bemanager.’

3 “The manager said within himself,
‘What will I do, seeing that my lord is
taking away the management position
fromme? I don’t have strength to dig. I
am ashamed to beg.

4 I know what I will do, so that when
I am removed from management, they
may receiveme into their houses.’

5Calling each one of his lord’s debtors
tohim,hesaid to thefirst, ‘Howmuchdo
you owe tomy lord?’

6He said, ‘A hundred batos† of oil.’ He
said tohim, ‘Takeyourbill, and sit down
quickly andwrite fifty.’

7 Then he said to another, ‘How much
do you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred cors‡
ofwheat.’ Hesaidtohim, ‘Takeyourbill,
andwrite eighty.’

8 “His lord commended the dishonest
manager because he had done wisely,
for the children of this world are, in
their own generation, wiser than the
children of the light.

9 I tell you, make for yourselves
friends by means of unrighteous
mammon, so that when you fail, they
may receive you into the eternal tents.

10He who is faithful in a very little is
faithful also inmuch. He who is dishon-
est in a very little is also dishonest in
much.

11 If therefore you have not been
faithful in the unrighteous mammon,
who will commit to your trust the true
riches?

12 If you have not been faithful in that
which is another’s, who will give you
that which is your own?

13 No servant can serve two masters,
for either he will hate the one and love
the other; or else he will hold to one
anddespise the other. You aren’t able to
serve God andMammon.”§

14 The Pharisees, who were lovers of
money, also heard all these things, and they
scoffed at him.

† 16:6: 100batos is about 395 litres or 104U. S. gallons. ‡ 16:7: 100 cors = about 2,110 litres or 600bushels. § 16:13:
“Mammon” refers to riches or a false god of wealth.
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15He said to them, “You are those who
justify yourselves in the sight of men,
but God knows your hearts. For that
which is exalted amongst men is an
abomination in the sight of God.

16 “The law and the prophets were un-
til John. From that time the Good News
of God’s Kingdom is preached, and ev-
eryone is forcing his way into it.

17But it is easier for heaven and earth
to pass away than for one tiny stroke of
a pen in the law to fall.

18 “Everyone who divorces his wife
andmarries another commits adultery.
He who marries one who is divorced
from a husband commits adultery.

19 “Now there was a certain rich man,
and he was clothed in purple and fine
linen, living in luxury every day.

20 A certain beggar, named Lazarus,
was taken to his gate, full of sores,

21 and desiring to be fed with the
crumbs that fell from the rich man’s ta-
ble. Yes, even the dogs came and licked
his sores.

22The beggar died, and hewas carried
awayby theangels toAbraham’sbosom.
The richman also died andwas buried.

23 In Hades,† he lifted up his eyes, be-
ing in torment, and saw Abraham far
off, and Lazarus at his bosom.

24Hecried and said, ‘FatherAbraham,
have mercy on me, and send Lazarus,
that he may dip the tip of his finger in
water and cool my tongue! For I am in
anguish in this flame.’

25“ButAbrahamsaid, ‘Son, remember
that you, in your lifetime, received your
good things, and Lazarus, in the same
way, bad things. But here he is now
comforted and you are in anguish.

26Besides all this, between us and you
there is a great gulf fixed, that those
who want to pass from here to you are
not able, and that noonemay cross over
from there to us.’

27 “He said, ‘I ask you therefore, fa-
ther, that you would send him to my
father’s house—

28for Ihavefivebrothers—thathemay
testify to them, so they won’t also come
into this place of torment.’

29 “But Abraham said to him, ‘They
have Moses and the prophets. Let them
listen to them.’

30 “He said, ‘No, father Abraham, but
if one goes to them from the dead, they
will repent.’

31 “He said to him, ‘If they don’t listen
to Moses and the prophets, neither will

they be persuaded if one rises from the
dead.’ ”

17
1 He said to the disciples, “It is impos-

sible that no occasions of stumbling
should come, but woe to him through
whom they come!

2 It would be better for him if a mill-
stone were hung around his neck, and
hewere throwninto thesea, rather than
that he should cause one of these little
ones to stumble.

3 Be careful. If your brother sins
against you, rebuke him. If he repents,
forgive him.

4 If he sins against you seven times in
the day, and seven times returns, say-
ing, ‘I repent,’ you shall forgive him.”

5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase
our faith.”

6 The Lord said, “If you had faith like
a grain of mustard seed, you would tell
this sycamore tree, ‘Be uprooted and be
planted in the sea,’ and it would obey
you.

7Butwho is thereamongst you, having
a servant ploughing or keeping sheep,
that will say when he comes in from the
field, ‘Come immediately and sit down
at the table’?

8 Wouldn’t he rather tell him, ‘Pre-
pare my supper, clothe yourself prop-
erly, and servemewhile I eat and drink.
Afterward you shall eat and drink’?

9 Does he thank that servant be-
cause he did the things that were
commanded? I think not.

10 Even so you also, when you have
done all the things that are commanded
you, say, ‘Weareunworthy servants. We
have done our duty.’ ”

11 As he was on his way to Jerusalem, he
was passing along the borders of Samaria
and Galilee.

12As he entered into a certain village, ten
men who were lepers met him, who stood
at a distance.

13 They lifted up their voices, saying, “Je-
sus, Master, havemercy on us!”

14 When he saw them, he said to them,
“Goand showyourselves to thepriests.”
As they went, they were cleansed.

15One of them, when he saw that he was
healed, turned back, glorifying God with a
loud voice.

16He fell on his face at Jesus’ feet, giving
him thanks; and he was a Samaritan.

17 Jesus answered, “Weren’t the ten
cleansed? But where are the nine?

† 16:23: or, Hell
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18 Were there none found who re-
turned to give glory to God, except this
foreigner?”

19 Then he said to him, “Get up, and go
your way. Your faith has healed you.”

20 Being asked by the Pharisees when
God’s Kingdom would come, he answered
them, “God’sKingdomdoesn’t comewith
observation;

21 neither will they say, ‘Look, here!’
or, ‘Look, there!’ for behold, God’s King-
dom is within you.”

22He said to the disciples, “The days will
come when you will desire to see one of
the days of the Son of Man, and you will
not see it.

23 They will tell you, ‘Look, here!’ or
‘Look, there!’ Don’t go away or follow
after them,

24 for as the lightning, when it flashes
out of one part under the sky, shines to
another part under the sky, so will the
Son ofMan be in his day.

25Butfirst, hemust suffermany things
and be rejected by this generation.

26 As it was in the days of Noah, even
so it will also be in the days of the Son of
Man.

27They ate, they drank, they married,
and they were given in marriage until
the day that Noah entered into the ship,
and the flood came and destroyed them
all.

28 Likewise, even as it was in the
days of Lot: they ate, they drank, they
bought, they sold, they planted, they
built;

29but in theday thatLotwentout from
Sodom, it rained fire and sulphur from
the sky and destroyed them all.

30 It will be the same way in the day
that the Son ofMan is revealed.

31 In that day, he who will be on the
housetop and his goods in the house, let
him not go down to take them away. Let
himwho is in the field likewise not turn
back.

32Remember Lot’s wife!
33Whoever seeks to save his life loses

it, but whoever loses his life preserves
it.

34 I tell you, in that night there will be
twopeople in onebed. Onewill be taken
and the other will be left.

35There will be two grinding grain to-
gether. One will be taken and the other
will be left.”

36 †
37 They, answering, asked him, “Where,

Lord?”

He said to them, “Where the body is,
there the vultures will also be gathered
together.”

18
1Healso spokeaparable to themthat they

must always pray and not give up,
2saying, “Therewasa judge inacertain

city who didn’t fear God and didn’t re-
spectman.

3 A widow was in that city, and she
often came to him, saying, ‘Defend me
frommy adversary!’

4 He wouldn’t for a while; but after-
ward he said to himself, ‘Though I nei-
ther fear God nor respectman,

5yet because this widow bothersme, I
will defend her, or else shewill wearme
out by her continual coming.’ ”

6 The Lord said, “Listen to what the un-
righteous judge says.

7 Won’t God avenge his chosen ones
who are crying out to him day and
night, and yet he exercises patience
with them?

8 I tell you that he will avenge them
quickly. Nevertheless, when the Son
of Man comes, will he find faith on the
earth?”

9 He also spoke this parable to certain
people who were convinced of their own
righteousness, andwho despised all others:

10“Twomenwentup into the temple to
pray; one was a Pharisee, and the other
was a tax collector.

11 The Pharisee stood and prayed by
himself like this: ‘God, I thank you that I
am not like the rest of men: extortion-
ists, unrighteous, adulterers, or even
like this tax collector.

12 I fast twiceaweek. I give tithesof all
that I get.’

13 But the tax collector, standing far
away, wouldn’t even lift up his eyes to
heaven, but beat his chest, saying, ‘God,
bemerciful tome, a sinner!’

14 I tell you, thismanwent down to his
house justified rather than the other;
for everyone who exalts himself will be
humbled, but he who humbles himself
will be exalted.”

15Theywere also bringing their babies to
him, that he might touch them. But when
the disciples saw it, they rebuked them.

16 Jesus summoned them, saying, “Allow
the little children to come to me, and
don’t hinder them, for God’s Kingdom
belongs to such as these.

† 17:36: Some Greekmanuscripts add: “Twowill be in the field: the one taken, and the other left.”
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17 Most certainly, I tell you, whoever
doesn’t receiveGod’s Kingdom like a lit-
tle child, hewill in noway enter into it.”

18 A certain ruler asked him, saying,
“Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit
eternal life?”

19 Jesus asked him, “Why do you call me
good? No one is good, except one: God.

20 You know the commandments:
‘Don’t commit adultery,’ ‘Don’t murder,’
‘Don’t steal,’ ‘Don’t give false testi-
mony,’ ‘Honour your father and your
mother.’ ”*

21 He said, “I have observed all these
things frommy youth up.”

22When Jesus heard these things, he said
to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell all
that you have and distribute it to the
poor. Then you will have treasure in
heaven; then come, followme.”

23 But when he heard these things, he
became very sad, for he was very rich.

24 Jesus, seeing that he became very sad,
said, “How hard it is for those who have
riches to enter into God’s Kingdom!

25 For it is easier for a camel to enter
in through a needle’s eye than for a rich
man to enter into God’s Kingdom.”

26Thosewhoheard it said, “Thenwhocan
be saved?”

27 But he said, “The things which are
impossible with men are possible with
God.”

28 Peter said, “Look, we have left every-
thing and followed you.”

29 He said to them, “Most certainly I
tell you, there is no one who has left
house, or wife, or brothers, or parents,
or children, for God’s Kingdom’s sake,

30 who will not receive many times
more in this time, and in the world to
come, eternal life.”

31 He took the twelve aside and said
to them, “Behold, we are going up to
Jerusalem, and all the things that are
written through the prophets concern-
ing the Son ofManwill be completed.

32 For he will be delivered up to
the Gentiles, will be mocked, treated
shamefully, and spit on.

33 They will scourge and kill him. On
the third day, he will rise again.”

34 They understood none of these things.
This saying was hidden from them, and
they didn’t understand the things thatwere
said.

35Ashe camenear Jericho, a certainblind
man sat by the road, begging.

36Hearing a multitude going by, he asked
what this meant.

37 They told him that Jesus of Nazareth
was passing by.

38He cried out, “Jesus, you son of David,
havemercy onme!”

39 Those who led the way rebuked him,
that he should be quiet; but he cried out all
themore, “You son of David, havemercy on
me!”

40Standing still, Jesus commanded him to
be brought to him. Whenhehad comenear,
he asked him,

41 “What do youwantme to do?”
He said, “Lord, that I may see again.”
42 Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight.

Your faith has healed you.”
43 Immediately he received his sight and

followed him, glorifying God. All the peo-
ple, when they saw it, praised God.

19
1 He entered and was passing through

Jericho.
2There was a man named Zacchaeus. He

was a chief tax collector, and he was rich.
3Hewas trying to see who Jesus was, and

couldn’t because of the crowd, because he
was short.

4He ran on ahead and climbed up into a
sycamore tree to see him, for he was going
to pass that way.

5When Jesus came to the place, he looked
up and saw him, and said to him, “Zaccha-
eus, hurry and come down, for today I
must stay at your house.”

6 He hurried, came down, and received
him joyfully.

7 When they saw it, they all murmured,
saying, “He has gone in to lodge with aman
who is a sinner.”

8 Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord,
“Behold, Lord, half of my goods I give to the
poor. If I have wrongfully exacted anything
of anyone, I restore four times as much.”

9 Jesus said to him, “Today, salvation
has come to this house, because he also
is a son of Abraham.

10For the Son ofMan came to seek and
to save that which was lost.”

11As they heard these things, he went on
and told a parable, because he was near
Jerusalem, and they supposed that God’s
Kingdomwould be revealed immediately.

12 He said therefore, “A certain noble-
man went into a far country to receive
for himself a kingdom and to return.

13 He called ten servants of his and
gave them ten mina coins, † and told
them, ‘Conduct business until I come.’

* 18:20: Exodus 20:12-16; Deuteronomy 5:16-20 † 19:13: 10minas wasmore than 3 years’ wages for an agricultural
labourer.
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14But his citizens hated him, and sent
an envoy after him, saying, ‘We don’t
want thisman to reign over us.’

15 “When he had come back again,
having received the kingdom, he com-
manded these servants, to whom he
had given the money, to be called to
him, that he might know what they had
gained by conducting business.

16 The first came before him, saying,
‘Lord, your mina has made ten more
minas.’

17 “He said to him, ‘Well done, you
good servant! Because you were found
faithful with very little, you shall have
authority over ten cities.’

18 “The second came, saying, ‘Your
mina, Lord, hasmade fiveminas.’

19“Sohesaid tohim, ‘Andyouare tobe
over five cities.’

20 Another came, saying, ‘Lord, be-
hold, your mina, which I kept laid away
in a handkerchief,

21 for I feared you, because you are an
exacting man. You take up that which
youdidn’t laydown,andreapthatwhich
you didn’t sow.’

22 “He said to him, ‘Out of your own
mouth I will judge you, you wicked ser-
vant! You knew that I am an exacting
man, taking up that which I didn’t lay
down and reaping that which I didn’t
sow.

23 Then why didn’t you deposit my
money in the bank, and at my coming, I
might have earned interest on it?’

24He said to those who stood by, ‘Take
the mina away from him and give it to
himwho has the tenminas.’

25 “They said to him, ‘Lord, he has ten
minas!’

26 ‘For I tell you that to everyone who
has, will more be given; but from him
who doesn’t have, even that which he
has will be taken away fromhim.

27 But bring those enemies of mine
who didn’t want me to reign over them
here, and kill them beforeme.’ ”

28 Having said these things, he went on
ahead, going up to Jerusalem.

29 When he came near to Bethsphage‡
and Bethany, at the mountain that is called
Olivet, he sent two of his disciples,

30 saying, “Go your way into the village
on the other side, inwhich, as you enter,
you will find a colt tied, which no man
has ever sat upon. Untie it and bring it.

31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you
untying it?’ say to him: ‘The Lord needs
it.’ ”

32 Those who were sent went away and
found things just as he had told them.

33As they were untying the colt, its own-
ers said to them, “Why are you untying the
colt?”

34They said, “The Lord needs it.”
35 Then they brought it to Jesus. They

threw their cloaks on the colt and sat Jesus
on them.

36As hewent, they spread their cloaks on
the road.

37 As he was now getting near, at the
descent of the Mount of Olives, the whole
multitude of the disciples began to rejoice
and praise God with a loud voice for all the
mighty works which they had seen,

38 saying, “Blessed is the King who comes
in the name of the Lord!* Peace in heaven,
and glory in the highest!”

39 Some of the Pharisees from the mul-
titude said to him, “Teacher, rebuke your
disciples!”

40He answered them, “I tell you that if
these were silent, the stones would cry
out.”

41Whenhe camenear, he saw the city and
wept over it,

42 saying, “If you, even you, had known
today the things which belong to your
peace! But now, they are hidden from
your eyes.

43 For the days will come on you when
your enemies will throw up a barricade
against you, surround you, hem you in
on every side,

44andwill dash you and your children
within you to the ground. They will not
leave in you one stone on another, be-
cause you didn’t know the time of your
visitation.”

45He entered into the temple and began
to drive out thosewho bought and sold in it,

46 saying to them, “It is written, ‘My
house is a house of prayer,’ * but you
havemade it a ‘den of robbers’!” *

47 He was teaching daily in the temple,
but the chief priests, the scribes, and the
leading men amongst the people sought to
destroy him.

48They couldn’t find what they might do,
for all the people hung on to every word
that he said.

20
1On one of those days, as hewas teaching

the people in the temple and preaching the
‡ 19:29: TR, NU read “Bethpage” instead of “Bethsphage” * 19:38: Psalms 118:26 * 19:46: Isaiah 56:7 * 19:46:
Jeremiah 7:11 † 20:1: TR adds “chief”
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GoodNews, the†priests and scribes came to
himwith the elders.

2 They asked him, “Tell us: by what au-
thority do you do these things? Or who is
giving you this authority?”

3He answered them, “I alsowill ask you
one question. Tell me:

4 the baptism of John, was it from
heaven, or frommen?”

5They reasoned with themselves, saying,
“If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say, ‘Why
didn’t you believe him?’

6But if we say, ‘Frommen,’ all the people
will stone us, for they are persuaded that
John was a prophet.”

7 They answered that they didn’t know
where it was from.

8 Jesus said to them, “Neither will I tell
youbywhatauthority Ido these things.”

9He began to tell the people this parable:
“A ‡man planted a vineyard and rented
it out to some farmers, and went into
another country for a long time.

10At the proper season, he sent a ser-
vant to the farmers to collect his share
of the fruit of the vineyard. But the
farmers beat him and sent him away
empty.

11 He sent yet another servant, and
they also beat him and treated him
shamefully, and sent him away empty.

12 He sent yet a third, and they also
wounded him and threw him out.

13The lord of the vineyard said, ‘What
shall I do? I will send my beloved son.
It may be that seeing him, they will re-
spect him.’

14 “But when the farmers saw him,
they reasonedamongst themselves, say-
ing, ‘This is theheir. Come, let’s kill him,
that the inheritancemay be ours.’

15Then they threwhimout of the vine-
yard and killed him. What therefore
will the lordof thevineyarddoto them?

16 He will come and destroy these
farmers, and will give the vineyard to
others.”
When they heard that, they said, “May

that never be!”
17But he looked at them and said, “Then

what is this that is written,
‘The stone which the builders rejected

wasmade the chief cornerstone’?*
18 Everyone who falls on that stone will

be broken to pieces,
but it will crush whomever it falls
on to dust.”

19The chief priests and the scribes sought
to lay hands on him that very hour, but they

feared the people—for they knew he had
spoken this parable against them.

20 They watched him and sent out spies,
who pretended to be righteous, that they
might traphiminsomethinghesaid, soas to
deliver him up to the power and authority
of the governor.

21 They asked him, “Teacher, we know
that you say and teach what is right, and
aren’t partial to anyone, but truly teach the
way of God.

22 Is it lawful for us to pay taxes to Caesar,
or not?”

23 But he perceived their craftiness, and
said to them, “Why do you testme?

24 Show me a denarius. Whose image
and inscription are on it?”
They answered, “Caesar’s.”
25He said to them, “Then give to Caesar

the things that are Caesar’s, and to God
the things that are God’s.”

26 They weren’t able to trap him in his
words before the people. Theymarvelled at
his answer and were silent.

27 Some of the Sadducees came to him,
thosewho deny that there is a resurrection.

28They asked him, “Teacher, Moseswrote
to us that if a man’s brother dies having a
wife, and he is childless, his brother should
take the wife and raise up children for his
brother.

29 There were therefore seven brothers.
The first took a wife, and died childless.

30 The second took her as wife, and he
died childless.

31 The third took her, and likewise the
seven all left no children, and died.

32Afterward the woman also died.
33 Therefore in the resurrection whose

wife of themwill she be? For the seven had
her as a wife.”

34 Jesus said to them, “The children of
this age marry and are given in mar-
riage.

35 But those who are considered wor-
thy to attain to that age and the res-
urrection from the dead neither marry
nor are given inmarriage.

36 For they can’t die any more, for
theyare like theangels andare children
of God, being children of the resurrec-
tion.

37 But that the dead are raised, even
Moses showed at the bush, when he
called the Lord ‘The God of Abraham,
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’
*

38 Now he is not the God of the dead,
butof the living, forallarealive tohim.”

‡ 20:9: NU (in brackets) and TR add “certain” * 20:17: Psalms 118:22 * 20:37: Exodus 3:6
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39 Some of the scribes answered,
“Teacher, you speak well.”

40 They didn’t dare to ask him any more
questions.

41Hesaid to them, “Whydotheysay that
the Christ is David’s son?

42 David himself says in the book of
Psalms,
‘The Lord said tomy Lord,

“Sit atmy right hand,
43 until I make your enemies the
footstool of your feet.” ’ *

44 “David therefore calls him Lord, so
how is he his son?”

45 In the hearing of all the people, he said
to his disciples,

46 “Beware of those scribeswho like to
walk in long robes, and love greetings
in the marketplaces, the best seats in
the synagogues, and the best places at
feasts;

47whodevourwidows’houses, and for
a pretence make long prayers. These
will receive greater condemnation.”

21
1 He looked up and saw the rich people

who were putting their gifts into the trea-
sury.

2He saw a certain poor widow casting in
two small brass coins.†

3 He said, “Truly I tell you, this poor
widow put inmore than all of them,

4 for all these put in gifts for God from
their abundance, but she, out of her
poverty, put in all that she had to live
on.”

5 As some were talking about the temple
and how it was decorated with beautiful
stones and gifts, he said,

6 “As for these things which you see,
the days will come in which there will
not be left here one stone on another
that will not be thrown down.”

7 They asked him, “Teacher, so when will
these things be? What is the sign that these
things are about to happen?”

8 He said, “Watch out that you don’t
get led astray, for many will come inmy
name, saying, ‘I amhe‡,’and, ‘The time is
at hand.’ Therefore don’t follow them.

9 When you hear of wars and dis-
turbances, don’t be terrified, for these
things must happen first, but the end
won’t come immediately.”

10Thenhe said to them, “Nationwill rise
against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom.

11 There will be great earthquakes,
famines, and plagues in various places.
There will be terrors and great signs
from heaven.

12But before all these things, theywill
lay their hands on you and will per-
secute you, delivering you up to syn-
agogues and prisons, bringing you be-
fore kings and governors formy name’s
sake.

13 It will turn out as a testimony for
you.

14Settle it therefore inyourheartsnot
tomeditate beforehand how to answer,

15 for I will give you a mouth and wis-
domwhich all your adversaries will not
be able to withstand or to contradict.

16Youwillbehandedoverevenbypar-
ents, brothers, relatives, and friends.
They will cause some of you to be put to
death.

17You will be hated by all men for my
name’s sake.

18 And not a hair of your head will
perish.

19 “By your endurance you will win
your lives.

20 “But when you see Jerusalem sur-
rounded by armies, then know that its
desolation is at hand.

21Then let those who are in Judea flee
to the mountains. Let those who are in
themiddle of her depart. Let those who
are in the country not enter therein.

22 For these are days of vengeance,
that all thingswhich arewrittenmay be
fulfilled.

23Woe to those who are pregnant and
tothosewhonurse infants in thosedays!
For there will be great distress in the
land andwrath to this people.

24 They will fall by the edge of the
sword, and will be led captive into all
the nations. Jerusalemwill be trampled
down by the Gentiles until the times of
the Gentiles are fulfilled.

25 “There will be signs in the sun,
moon, and stars; and on the earth anxi-
etyofnations, inperplexity for theroar-
ing of the sea and the waves;

26men fainting for fear and for expec-
tationof the thingswhichare comingon
theworld, for thepowersof theheavens
will be shaken.

27 Then they will see the Son of Man
coming in a cloud with power and great
glory.

* 20:43: Psalms 110:1 † 21:2: literally, “two lepta.” 2 leptawas about 1%of a day’swages for an agricultural labourer.
‡ 21:8: or, I AM
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28But when these things begin to hap-
pen, look up and lift up your heads, be-
cause your redemption is near.”

29 He told them a parable. “See the fig
tree and all the trees.

30Whentheyarealreadybudding, you
see it and know by your own selves that
the summer is already near.

31Even soyoualso,whenyou see these
thingshappening, knowthatGod’sKing-
dom is near.

32Most certainly I tell you, this gener-
ation will not pass away until all things
are accomplished.

33 Heaven and earth will pass away,
but my words will by no means pass
away.

34“Sobecareful, oryourheartswill be
loaded down with carousing, drunken-
ness, and cares of this life, and that day
will come on you suddenly.

35 For it will come like a snare on all
thosewhodwell on the surface of all the
earth.

36 Therefore be watchful all the time,
praying that you may be counted wor-
thy to escape all these things that will
happen, and to stand before the Son of
Man.”

37 Every day Jesus was teaching in the
temple, and every night he would go out
and spend the night on themountain that is
called Olivet.

38All the people came early in the morn-
ing to him in the temple to hear him.

22
1 Now the feast of unleavened bread,

which is called the Passover, was approach-
ing.

2 The chief priests and the scribes sought
how they might put him to death, for they
feared the people.

3 Satan entered into Judas, who was also
called Iscariot, who was counted with the
twelve.

4He went away and talked with the chief
priests and captains about how he might
deliver him to them.

5 They were glad, and agreed to give him
money.

6 He consented and sought an opportu-
nity to deliver him to them in the absence
of themultitude.

7 The day of unleavened bread came, on
which the Passover must be sacrificed.

8 Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go
andprepare thePassover forus, thatwe
may eat.”

9They said tohim, “Wheredoyouwantus
to prepare?”

10 He said to them, “Behold, when you
have entered into the city, a man carry-
ing apitcher ofwaterwillmeet you. Fol-
lowhim into thehousewhichhe enters.

11 Tell the master of the house, ‘The
Teacher says to you, “Where is the guest
room,where Imayeat thePassoverwith
my disciples?” ’

12He will show you a large, furnished
upper room. Makepreparations there.”

13 They went, found things as Jesus had
told them, and they prepared the Passover.

14When the hour had come, he sat down
with the twelve apostles.

15 He said to them, “I have earnestly
desired to eat this Passover with you
before I suffer,

16 for I tell you, I will no longer by
any means eat of it until it is fulfilled in
God’s Kingdom.”

17 He received a cup, and when he had
given thanks, he said, “Take this and
share it amongst yourselves,

18 for I tell you, I will not drink at all
again from the fruit of the vine, until
God’s Kingdom comes.”

19He took bread, and when he had given
thanks, hebrokeandgave it to them, saying,
“This is my body which is given for you.
Do this inmemory ofme.”

20 Likewise, he took the cup after supper,
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in
my blood, which is poured out for you.

21 But behold, the hand of him who
betraysme is withme on the table.

22The Son ofMan indeed goes as it has
been determined, but woe to that man
throughwhomhe is betrayed!”

23They began to question amongst them-
selves which of them it was who would do
this thing.

24 A dispute also arose amongst them,
which of them was considered to be great-
est.

25 He said to them, “The kings of the
nations lord itover them,andthosewho
have authority over them are called
‘benefactors.’

26 But not so with you. Rather, the
onewho is greater amongst you, let him
become as the younger, and one who is
governing, as one who serves.

27 For who is greater, one who sits at
the table, or one who serves? Isn’t it he
who sits at the table? But I am amongst
you as one who serves.

28 “But you are those who have contin-
uedwithme inmy trials.

29 I confer on you a kingdom, even as
my Father conferred onme,

30 that you may eat and drink at my
table in my Kingdom. You will sit on
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thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Is-
rael.”

31 The Lord said, “Simon, Simon, be-
hold, Satanasked tohaveall of you, that
hemight sift you as wheat,

32but I prayed for you, that your faith
wouldn’t fail. You, when once you have
turnedagain, establish yourbrothers.”†

33He said to him, “Lord, I am ready to go
with you both to prison and to death!”

34He said, “I tell you, Peter, the rooster
will by no means crow today until you
deny that you knowme three times.”

35He said to them, “When I sent you out
withoutpurse, bag, and sandals, didyou
lack anything?”
They said, “Nothing.”
36 Then he said to them, “But now, who-

ever has a purse, let him take it, and
likewise a bag. Whoever has none, let
him sell his cloak, and buy a sword.

37For I tell you that this which is writ-
tenmust still be fulfilled inme: ‘Hewas
counted with transgressors.’* For that
which concernsme is being fulfilled.”

38 They said, “Lord, behold, here are two
swords.”
He said to them, “That is enough.”
39 He came out and went, as his custom

was, to the Mount of Olives. His disciples
also followed him.

40 When he was at the place, he said to
them, “Pray that you don’t enter into
temptation.”

41 He was withdrawn from them about
a stone’s throw, and he knelt down and
prayed,

42 saying, “Father, if you are willing,
remove this cup fromme. Nevertheless,
notmywill, but yours, be done.”

43Anangel fromheavenappeared tohim,
strengthening him.

44 Being in agony, he prayed more
earnestly. His sweat became like great
drops of blood falling down on the ground.

45 When he rose up from his prayer, he
came to the disciples and found them sleep-
ing because of grief,

46 and said to them, “Why do you sleep?
Rise and pray that you may not enter
into temptation.”

47 While he was still speaking, a crowd
appeared. He who was called Judas, one of
the twelve,was leading them. Hecamenear
to Jesus to kiss him.

48 But Jesus said to him, “Judas, do you
betray the Son ofManwith a kiss?”

49When thosewhowere around him saw
whatwas about to happen, they said to him,
“Lord, shall we strike with the sword?”

50 A certain one of them struck the ser-
vant of the high priest, and cut off his right
ear.

51 But Jesus answered, “Let me at least
do this”—and he touched his ear and
healed him.

52 Jesus said to the chief priests, cap-
tains of the temple, and elders, who had
come against him, “Have you come out
as against a robber, with swords and
clubs?

53When I was with you in the temple
daily, you didn’t stretch out your hands
against me. But this is your hour, and
the power of darkness.”

54They seized him and led him away, and
brought him into the high priest’s house.
But Peter followed from a distance.

55 When they had kindled a fire in the
middle of the courtyard and had sat down
together, Peter sat amongst them.

56 A certain servant girl saw him as he
sat in the light, and looking intently at him,
said, “This man also was with him.”

57 He denied Jesus, saying, “Woman, I
don’t know him.”

58 After a little while someone else saw
him and said, “You also are one of them!”
But Peter answered, “Man, I am not!”
59 After about one hour passed, another

confidently affirmed, saying, “Truly this
manalsowaswithhim, forhe is aGalilean!”

60But Peter said, “Man, I don’t knowwhat
you are talking about!” Immediately, while
he was still speaking, a rooster crowed.

61 The Lord turned and looked at Peter.
Then Peter remembered the Lord’s word,
how he said to him, “Before the rooster
crows youwill denyme three times.”

62Hewent out, and wept bitterly.
63 The men who held Jesus mocked him

and beat him.
64 Having blindfolded him, they struck

him on the face and asked him, “Prophesy!
Who is the one who struck you?”

65 They spoke many other things against
him, insulting him.

66 As soon as it was day, the assembly
of the elders of the people were gathered
together, both chief priests and scribes, and
they ledhimaway into their council, saying,

67 “If you are the Christ, tell us.”
But he said to them, “If I tell you, you

won’t believe,
68 and if I ask, you will in no way an-

swerme or letme go.
† 22:32: The word for “brothers” heremay be also correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” * 22:37:
Isaiah 53:12
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69Fromnowon, the Son ofManwill be
seated at the right hand of the power of
God.”

70 They all said, “Are you then the Son of
God?”
He said to them, “You say it, because I

am.”
71 They said, “Why do we need any more

witness? Forwe ourselves have heard from
his ownmouth!”

23
1Thewhole companyof themroseupand

brought him before Pilate.
2 They began to accuse him, saying, “We

found this man perverting the nation, for-
bidding paying taxes to Caesar, and saying
that he himself is Christ, a king.”

3 Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of
the Jews?”
He answered him, “So you say.”
4 Pilate said to the chief priests and the

multitudes, “I find no basis for a charge
against this man.”

5 But they insisted, saying, “He stirs up
the people, teaching throughout all Judea,
beginning from Galilee even to this place.”

6 But when Pilate heard Galilee men-
tioned, he asked if the manwas a Galilean.

7 When he found out that he was in
Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod,
who was also in Jerusalem during those
days.

8 Now when Herod saw Jesus, he was
exceedingly glad, for he had wanted to see
him for a long time, because he had heard
many things about him. He hoped to see
somemiracle done by him.

9 He questioned him with many words,
but he gave no answers.

10The chief priests and the scribes stood,
vehemently accusing him.

11Herodwith his soldiers humiliated him
and mocked him. Dressing him in luxuri-
ous clothing, they sent him back to Pilate.

12Herod and Pilate became friends with
each other that very day, for before that
they were enemies with each other.

13 Pilate called together the chief priests,
the rulers, and the people,

14 and said to them, “You brought this
man to me as one that perverts the people,
and behold, having examined him before
you, I found no basis for a charge against
this man concerning those things of which
you accuse him.

15NeitherhasHerod, for I sentyou tohim,
and see, nothing worthy of death has been
done by him.

16 I will therefore chastise him and re-
lease him.”

17Now he had to release one prisoner to
them at the feast.†

18 But they all cried out together, saying,
“Away with this man! Release to us Barab-
bas!”—

19 one who was thrown into prison for a
certain revolt in the city, and for murder.

20Then Pilate spoke to them again, want-
ing to release Jesus,

21but they shouted, saying, “Crucify! Cru-
cify him!”

22He said to them the third time, “Why?
What evil has this man done? I have found
no capital crime in him. I will therefore
chastise him and release him.”

23But they were urgent with loud voices,
asking that he might be crucified. Their
voices and the voices of the chief priests
prevailed.

24Pilate decreed that what they asked for
should be done.

25He released himwho had been thrown
into prison for insurrection and murder,
forwhomtheyasked, buthedelivered Jesus
up to their will.

26When they led him away, they grabbed
one Simon of Cyrene, coming from the
country, and laid the cross on him to carry
it after Jesus.

27 A great multitude of the people fol-
lowed him, including women who also
mourned and lamented him.

28 But Jesus, turning to them, said,
“Daughters of Jerusalem, don’t weep
forme, but weep for yourselves and for
your children.

29 For behold, the days are coming in
which theywill say, ‘Blessed are the bar-
ren, thewombs that never bore, and the
breasts that never nursed.’

30 Then they will begin to tell the
mountains, ‘Fall on us!’ and tell the
hills, ‘Cover us.’*

31 For if they do these things in the
green tree, what will be done in the
dry?”

32 There were also others, two criminals,
led with him to be put to death.

33 When they came to the place that is
called “The Skull”, they crucified him there
with the criminals, one on the right and the
other on the left.

34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for
they don’t knowwhat they are doing.”
Dividing his garments amongst them,

they cast lots.
35 The people stood watching. The rulers

with them also scoffed at him, saying, “He
saved others. Let him save himself, if this is
the Christ of God, his chosen one!”

† 23:17: NU omits verse 17. * 23:30: Hosea 10:8
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36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming
to him and offering him vinegar,

37 and saying, “If you are the King of the
Jews, save yourself!”

38 An inscription was also written over
him in letters of Greek, Latin, and Hebrew:
“THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.”

39 One of the criminals who was hanged
insulted him, saying, “If you are the Christ,
save yourself and us!”

40 But the other answered, and rebuking
him said, “Don’t you even fear God, seeing
you are under the same condemnation?

41Andwe indeed justly, forwe receive the
due reward for our deeds, but this man has
done nothing wrong.”

42He said to Jesus, “Lord, remember me
when you come into your Kingdom.”

43 Jesus said to him, “Assuredly I tell
you, today you will be with me in Par-
adise.”

44 It was now about the sixth hour,‡ and
darkness came over the whole land until
the ninth hour.§

45 The sun was darkened, and the veil of
the temple was torn in two.

46 Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said,
“Father, into your hands I commit my
spirit!” Having said this, he breathed his
last.

47 When the centurion saw what was
done, he glorified God, saying, “Certainly
this was a righteous man.”

48All themultitudes that came together to
see this,when they saw the things thatwere
done, returned home beating their chests.

49 All his acquaintances and the women
who followed with him from Galilee stood
at a distance, watching these things.

50Behold, therewasamannamed Joseph,
who was a member of the council, a good
and righteous man

51 (he had not consented to their counsel
and deed), from Arimathaea, a city of the
Jews, who was also waiting for God’s King-
dom.

52 This man went to Pilate, and asked for
Jesus’ body.

53 He took it down and wrapped it in a
linen cloth, and laid him in a tomb that was
cut in stone, where no one had ever been
laid.

54 It was the day of the Preparation, and
the Sabbath was drawing near.

55 The women who had come with him
out of Galilee followed after, and saw the
tomb and how his body was laid.

56They returnedandprepared spices and
ointments. On the Sabbath they rested ac-
cording to the commandment.

24
1But on the first day of the week, at early

dawn, they and some others came to the
tomb, bringing the spices which they had
prepared.

2 They found the stone rolled away from
the tomb.

3They entered in, anddidn’t find theLord
Jesus’ body.

4 While they were greatly perplexed
about this, behold, two men stood by them
in dazzling clothing.

5 Becoming terrified, they bowed their
faces down to the earth.
The men said to them, “Why do you seek

the living amongst the dead?
6 He isn’t here, but is risen. Remem-

ber what he told you when he was still in
Galilee,

7 saying that the Son of Man must be de-
livered up into the hands of sinful men and
be crucified, and the third day rise again?”

8They remembered his words,
9 returned from the tomb, and told all

these things to the eleven and to all the rest.
10 Now they were Mary Magdalene,

Joanna, andMary themother of James. The
otherwomenwith them told these things to
the apostles.

11Thesewords seemed to them to be non-
sense, and they didn’t believe them.

12 But Peter got up and ran to the tomb.
Stooping and looking in, he saw the strips
of linen lying by themselves, and he de-
parted to his home, wondering what had
happened.

13 Behold, two of them were going that
veryday toavillagenamedEmmaus,which
was sixty stadia† from Jerusalem.

14They talkedwith each other about all of
these things which had happened.

15 While they talked and questioned to-
gether, Jesus himself came near, and went
with them.

16But their eyeswere kept from recognis-
ing him.

17He said to them, “What are you talk-
ing about as youwalk, and are sad?”

18 One of them, named Cleopas, an-
swered him, “Are you the only stranger
in Jerusalem who doesn’t know the things
which have happened there in these days?”

19He said to them, “What things?”
They said to him, “The things concerning

Jesus the Nazarene, who was a prophet
‡ 23:44: Timewas counted from sunrise, so the sixth hour was about noon. § 23:44: 3:00 p.m. † 24:13: 60 stadia
= about 11 kilometres or about 7 miles.
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mighty indeedandwordbeforeGodandall
the people;

20 and how the chief priests and our
rulers deliveredhimup tobe condemned to
death, and crucified him.

21But we were hoping that it was he who
would redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all
this, it is now the third day since these
things happened.

22 Also, certain women of our company
amazed us, having arrived early at the
tomb;

23 and when they didn’t find his body,
they came saying that they had also seen a
vision of angels, who said that hewas alive.

24Some of us went to the tomb and found
it just like the women had said, but they
didn’t see him.”

25He said to them, “Foolish people, and
slow of heart to believe in all that the
prophets have spoken!

26 Didn’t the Christ have to suffer
these thingsand toenter intohis glory?”

27Beginning fromMoses and from all the
prophets, he explained to them in all the
Scriptures the things concerning himself.

28 They came near to the village where
theywere going, and he acted like hewould
go further.

29 They urged him, saying, “Stay with us,
for it is almost evening, and the day is al-
most over.”
Hewent in to stay with them.
30Whenhehad sat downat the tablewith

them, he took the bread and gave thanks.
Breaking it, he gave it to them.

31Their eyeswereopenedand they recog-
nised him; then he vanished out of their
sight.

32 They said to one another, “Weren’t our
hearts burning within us while he spoke to
us along the way, and while he opened the
Scriptures to us?”

33 They rose up that very hour, returned
to Jerusalem, and found the eleven gath-
ered together, and those who were with
them,

34 saying, “The Lord is risen indeed, and
has appeared to Simon!”

35 They related the things that happened
along the way, and how he was recognised
by them in the breaking of the bread.

36 As they said these things, Jesus him-
self stood amongst them, and said to them,
“Peace be to you.”

37 But they were terrified and filled with
fear, and supposed that they had seen a
spirit.

38 He said to them, “Why are you trou-
bled? Why do doubts arise in your
hearts?

39 See my hands and my feet, that it is
truly me. Touchme and see, for a spirit
doesn’t have flesh and bones, as you see
that I have.”

40Whenhehad said this, he showed them
his hands and his feet.

41 While they still didn’t believe for joy,
and wondered, he said to them, “Do you
have anything here to eat?”

42 They gave him a piece of a broiled fish
and some honeycomb.

43He took them, and ate in front of them.
44 He said to them, “This is what I told

you while I was still with you, that all
things which are written in the law of
Moses, the prophets, and the psalms
concerningmemust be fulfilled.”

45 Then he opened their minds, that they
might understand the Scriptures.

46 He said to them, “Thus it is written,
and thus it was necessary for the Christ
to suffer and to rise from the dead the
third day,

47 and that repentance and remis-
sion of sins should be preached in his
name to all the nations, beginning at
Jerusalem.

48You are witnesses of these things.
49 Behold, I send out the promise of

my Father on you. But wait in the city
of Jerusalem until you are clothed with
power from on high.”

50He led them out as far as Bethany, and
he lifted up his hands and blessed them.

51 While he blessed them, he withdrew
from them andwas carried up into heaven.

52 They worshipped him and returned to
Jerusalemwith great joy,

53 and were continually in the temple,
praising and blessing God. Amen.
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The Good News According to
John

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the
WordwaswithGod, and theWordwasGod.

2 The same was in the beginning with
God.

3 All things were made through him.
Without him, nothing was made that has
beenmade.

4 In himwas life, and the lifewas the light
of men.

5The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness hasn’t overcome† it.

6There cameamansent fromGod,whose
namewas John.

7 The same came as a witness, that he
might testify about the light, that all might
believe through him.

8Hewasnot the light, butwas sent that he
might testify about the light.

9 The true light that enlightens everyone
was coming into the world.

10Hewas in theworld, and theworldwas
made through him, and the world didn’t
recognise him.

11 He came to his own, and those who
were his own didn’t receive him.

12 But as many as received him, to them
he gave the right to become God’s children,
to those who believe in his name:

13whowere born, not of blood, nor of the
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but
of God.

14 The Word became flesh and lived
amongst us. We saw his glory, such glory as
of the only born‡ Son of the Father, full of
grace and truth.

15 John testified about him. He cried out,
saying, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He
who comes after me has surpassed me, for
he was before me.’ ”

16From his fullness we all received grace
upon grace.

17 For the law was given through Moses.
Grace and truth were realised through Je-
sus Christ.§

18No one has seen God at any time. The
only born† Son,‡who is in the bosom of the
Father, has declared him.

19This is John’s testimony, when the Jews
sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to
ask him, “Who are you?”

20 He declared, and didn’t deny, but he
declared, “I am not the Christ.”

21 They asked him, “What then? Are you
Elijah?”
He said, “I am not.”
“Are you the prophet?”
He answered, “No.”
22 They said therefore to him, “Who are

you? Give us an answer to take back to
those who sent us. What do you say about
yourself?”

23 He said, “I am the voice of one crying
in thewilderness, ‘Make straight theway of
the Lord,’* as Isaiah the prophet said.”

24The oneswho had been sentwere from
the Pharisees.

25 They asked him, “Why then do you
baptise if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah,
nor the prophet?”

26 John answered them, “I baptise in wa-
ter, but amongst you stands one whom you
don’t know.

27He is the one who comes after me, who
is preferred before me, whose sandal strap
I’mnot worthy to loosen.”

28These things were done in Bethany be-
yond the Jordan,where Johnwas baptising.

29 The next day, he saw Jesus coming to
him, and said, “Behold,§ the Lamb of God,
who takes away the sin of the world!

30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me
comes a man who is preferred before me,
for he was before me.’

31 I didn’t know him, but for this reason I
came baptising in water, that he would be
revealed to Israel.”

32 John testified, saying, “I have seen the
Spirit descending like a dove out of heaven,
and it remained on him.

33 I didn’t recognise him, but he who
sent me to baptise in water said to me,
‘On whomever you will see the Spirit de-
scending and remaining on him is he who
baptises in the Holy Spirit.’

34 I have seen and have testified that this
is the Son of God.”

35Again, the next day, John was standing
with two of his disciples,

36 and he looked at Jesus as he walked,
and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!”

37The two disciples heard him speak, and
they followed Jesus.

38 Jesus turned and saw them following,
and said to them, “What are you looking
for?”

† 1:5: The word translated “overcome” (κατέλαβεν) can also be translated “comprehended.” It refers to getting a grip on
an enemy to defeat him. ‡ 1:14: The phrase “only born” is from the Greek word “μονογενους”, which is sometimes

translated “only begotten” or “one and only”. § 1:17: “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 1:18: The phrase “only
born” is from the Greek word “μονογενη”, which is sometimes translated “only begotten” or “one and only”. ‡ 1:18:

NU reads “God” * 1:23: Isaiah 40:3 § 1:29: “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze
at. It is often used as an interjection.
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They said to him, “Rabbi” (which is to
say, being interpreted, Teacher), “where
are you staying?”

39He said to them, “Come and see.”
They came and saw where he was stay-

ing, and they stayed with him that day. It
was about the tenth hour.†

40 One of the two who heard John and
followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s
brother.

41He first found his own brother, Simon,
and said to him, “We have found the Mes-
siah!” (which is, being interpreted, Christ‡).

42He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked
at him and said, “You are Simon the son
of Jonah. You shall be called Cephas”
(which is by interpretation, Peter).§

43 On the next day, he was determined
to go out into Galilee, and he found Philip.
Jesus said to him, “Followme.”

44NowPhilipwas fromBethsaida, the city
of Andrew and Peter.

45 Philip found Nathanael, and said to
him, “Wehave foundhimofwhomMoses in
the law and also the prophets, wrote: Jesus
of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”

46 Nathanael said to him, “Can any good
thing come out of Nazareth?”
Philip said to him, “Come and see.”
47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him,

and said about him, “Behold, an Israelite
indeed, in whom is no deceit!”

48 Nathanael said to him, “How do you
knowme?”
Jesus answered him, “Before Philip

called you, when you were under the
fig tree, I saw you.”

49 Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you
are the Son of God! You are King of Israel!”

50 Jesus answered him, “Because I told
you, ‘I saw you underneath the fig tree,’
do you believe? You will see greater
things than these!”

51He said to him, “Most certainly, I tell
you all, hereafter you will see heaven
opened, andtheangelsofGodascending
and descending on the Son ofMan.”

2
1 The third day, there was a wedding in

Cana of Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there.
2 Jesus alsowas invited,withhis disciples,

to the wedding.
3 When the wine ran out, Jesus’ mother

said to him, “They have no wine.”
4 Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does

that have to do with you and me? My
hour has not yet come.”

5His mother said to the servants, “What-
ever he says to you, do it.”

6Now there were six water pots of stone
set there after the Jews’ way of purifying,
containing two or threemetretes† apiece.

7 Jesus said to them, “Fill the water pots
with water.” So they filled them up to the
brim.

8He said to them, “Now draw some out,
and take it to the ruler of the feast.” So
they took it.

9 When the ruler of the feast tasted the
water now become wine, and didn’t know
where it came from (but the servants who
haddrawn thewater knew), the ruler of the
feast called the bridegroom

10 and said to him, “Everyone serves the
good wine first, and when the guests have
drunk freely, then that which is worse. You
have kept the good wine until now!”

11 This beginning of his signs Jesus did in
Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and
his disciples believed in him.

12After this, hewentdowntoCapernaum,
he, and his mother, his brothers, and his
disciples; and they stayed there a few days.

13 The Passover of the Jews was at hand,
and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.

14He found in the temple those who sold
oxen, sheep, anddoves, and the changers of
money sitting.

15 He made a whip of cords and drove
all out of the temple, both the sheep and
the oxen; and he poured out the changers’
money and overthrew their tables.

16 To those who sold the doves, he said,
“Take these things out of here! Don’t
make my Father’s house a market-
place!”

17 His disciples remembered that it was
written, “Zeal for your house will eat me
up.”*

18 The Jews therefore answered him,
“What sign do you show us, seeing that you
do these things?”

19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this
temple, and in three days I will raise it
up.”

20 The Jews therefore said, “It took forty-
six years to build this temple! Will you raise
it up in three days?”

21But he spoke of the temple of his body.
22When therefore hewas raised from the

dead, his disciples remembered that he said
this, and theybelieved theScriptureand the
word which Jesus had said.

23Now when he was in Jerusalem at the
Passover, during the feast, many believed

† 1:39: 4:00 p.m. ‡ 1:41: “Messiah” (Hebrew) and “Christ” (Greek) bothmean “Anointed One”. § 1:42: “Cephas”
(Aramaic) and “Peter” (Greek) both mean “Rock”. † 2:6: 2 to 3 metretes is about 20 to 30 U. S. Gallons, or 75 to 115

litres. * 2:17: Psalms 69:9
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in his name, observing his signs which he
did.

24 But Jesus didn’t entrust himself to
them, because he knew everyone,

25 and because he didn’t need for anyone
to testify concerning man; for he himself
knewwhat was inman.

3
1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees

named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.
2 He came to Jesus by night and said to

him, “Rabbi,weknowthatyouarea teacher
come from God, for no one can do these
signs that you do, unless God is with him.”

3 Jesus answered him, “Most certainly I
tell you, unless one is born anew, † he
can’t see God’s Kingdom.”

4Nicodemus said to him, “Howcan aman
be born when he is old? Can he enter a
second time into hismother’s womb and be
born?”

5 Jesus answered, “Most certainly I tell
you, unless one is born of water and
Spirit, he can’t enter into God’s King-
dom.

6 That which is born of the flesh is
flesh. That which is born of the Spirit is
spirit.

7Don’t marvel that I said to you, ‘You
must be born anew.’

8 The wind‡ blows where it wants to,
and you hear its sound, but don’t know
where it comes from and where it is
going. So is everyone who is born of the
Spirit.”

9 Nicodemus answered him, “How can
these things be?”

10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the
teacher of Israel, and don’t understand
these things?

11 Most certainly I tell you, we speak
that which we know and testify of that
which we have seen, and you don’t re-
ceive our witness.

12 If I told you earthly things and you
don’t believe, how will you believe if I
tell you heavenly things?

13 No one has ascended into heaven
buthewhodescendedoutofheaven, the
Son ofMan, who is in heaven.

14AsMoses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even somust the SonofMan
be lifted up,

15thatwhoeverbelieves inhimshould
not perish, but have eternal life.

16 For God so loved the world, that he
gave his only born§ Son, that whoever

believes in him should not perish, but
have eternal life.

17For God didn’t send his Son into the
world to judge the world, but that the
world should be saved through him.

18 He who believes in him is not
judged. He who doesn’t believe has
been judged already, becausehehas not
believed in the name of the only born
Son of God.

19This is the judgement, that the light
has come into the world, andmen loved
the darkness rather than the light, for
their works were evil.

20 For everyone who does evil hates
the light and doesn’t come to the light,
lest his works would be exposed.

21 But he who does the truth comes
to the light, that his works may be re-
vealed, that they have been done in
God.”

22After these things, Jesus came with his
disciples into the land of Judea. He stayed
there with them and baptised.

23 John also was baptising in Enon near
Salim, because there was much water
there. They came andwere baptised;

24 for Johnwasnotyet thrown intoprison.
25 Therefore a dispute arose on the part

of John’s disciples with some Jews about
purification.

26 They came to John and said to him,
“Rabbi, he who was with you beyond the
Jordan, to whom you have testified, be-
hold, hebaptises, andeveryone is coming to
him.”

27 John answered, “A man can receive
nothing unless it has been given him from
heaven.

28 You yourselves testify that I said, ‘I am
not the Christ,’ but, ‘I have been sent before
him.’

29 He who has the bride is the bride-
groom; but the friend of the bridegroom,
who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly
because of the bridegroom’s voice. There-
fore my joy is made full.

30Hemust increase, but I must decrease.
31 “He who comes from above is above

all. He who is from the earth belongs to
the earth and speaks of the earth. He who
comes from heaven is above all.

32What he has seen and heard, of that he
testifies; and no one receives his witness.

33Hewhohas receivedhiswitness has set
his seal to this, that God is true.

† 3:3: The word translated “anew” here and in John 3:7 (ἄνωθεν) also means “again” and “from above”. ‡ 3:8: The

same Greek word (πνεῦμα) means wind, breath, and spirit. § 3:16: The phrase “only born” is from the Greek word
“μονογενη”, which is sometimes translated “only begotten” or “one and only”.
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34 For he whom God has sent speaks the
words of God; for God gives the Spirit with-
out measure.

35The Father loves the Son, and has given
all things into his hand.

36Onewhobelieves in the Sonhas eternal
life, but one who disobeys† the Son won’t
see life, but the wrath of God remains on
him.”

4
1Therefore when the Lord knew that the

Pharisees had heard that Jesus wasmaking
and baptisingmore disciples than John

2 (although Jesus himself didn’t baptise,
but his disciples),

3he left Judea and departed into Galilee.
4He needed to pass through Samaria.
5 So he came to a city of Samaria called

Sychar, near the parcel of ground that Jacob
gave to his son Joseph.

6 Jacob’s well was there. Jesus therefore,
being tired from his journey, sat down by
the well. It was about the sixth hour.†

7A woman of Samaria came to draw wa-
ter. Jesus said to her, “Giveme a drink.”

8For his disciples had gone away into the
city to buy food.

9The Samaritanwoman therefore said to
him, “How is it that you, being a Jew, ask
for a drink fromme, a Samaritan woman?”
(For Jews have no dealings with Samari-
tans.)

10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the
gift ofGod, andwho it iswho says to you,
‘Giveme a drink,’ youwould have asked
him, andhewould have given you living
water.”

11 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have
nothing to draw with, and the well is deep.
So where do you get that living water?

12Are you greater than our father Jacob,
whogaveus thewell anddrank from it him-
self, as did his children and his livestock?”

13 Jesus answered her, “Everyone who
drinks of this water will thirst again,

14 but whoever drinks of the water
that I will give him will never thirst
again; but the water that I will give
him will become in him a well of water
springing up to eternal life.”

15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me
this water, so that I don’t get thirsty, neither
come all the way here to draw.”

16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your hus-
band, and come here.”

17 The woman answered, “I have no hus-
band.”

Jesus said to her, “You said well, ‘I have
no husband,’

18 for you have hadfive husbands; and
he whom you now have is not your hus-
band. This you have said truly.”

19The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive
that you are a prophet.

20 Our fathers worshipped in this moun-
tain, and you Jews say that in Jerusalem is
the place where people ought to worship.”

21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe
me, the hour is coming when neither in
thismountain nor in Jerusalemwill you
worship the Father.

22 You worship that which you don’t
know. We worship that which we know;
for salvation is from the Jews.

23 But the hour comes, and now is,
when the trueworshipperswillworship
theFather in spirit and truth, for theFa-
ther seeks such to be his worshippers.

24God is spirit, and thosewhoworship
himmust worship in spirit and truth.”

25 The woman said to him, “I know that
Messiah is coming, he who is called Christ.‡
When he has come, he will declare to us all
things.”

26 Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one
who speaks to you.”

27 Just then, his disciples came. Theymar-
velled that he was speaking with a woman;
yet no one said, “What are you looking for?”
or, “Why do you speak with her?”

28 So the woman left her water pot, went
away into the city, and said to the people,

29 “Come, see a man who told me every-
thing that I have done. Can this be the
Christ?”

30 They went out of the city, and were
coming to him.

31 In the meanwhile, the disciples urged
him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.”

32Buthe said to them, “I have food toeat
that you don’t know about.”

33 The disciples therefore said to one an-
other, “Has anyone brought him something
to eat?”

34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do
the will of him who sent me and to ac-
complish his work.

35 Don’t you say, ‘There are yet four
months until the harvest’? Behold, I tell
you, lift up your eyes and look at the
fields, that they are white for harvest
already.

36 He who reaps receives wages and
gathers fruit to eternal life, that bothhe
who sows and he who reapsmay rejoice
together.

† 3:36: The sameword can be translated “disobeys” or “disbelieves” in this context. † 4:6: noon ‡ 4:25: “Messiah”
(Hebrew) and “Christ” (Greek) bothmean “Anointed One”.
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37 For in this the saying is true, ‘One
sows, and another reaps.’

38 I sent you to reap that for which
you haven’t laboured. Others have
laboured, and you have entered into
their labour.”

39 From that city many of the Samaritans
believed in him because of the word of the
woman, who testified, “He told me every-
thing that I have done.”

40 So when the Samaritans came to him,
they begged him to stay with them. He
stayed there two days.

41 Many more believed because of his
word.

42 They said to the woman, “Now we be-
lieve, not because of your speaking; for we
have heard for ourselves, and know that
this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the
world.”

43 After the two days he went out from
there and went into Galilee.

44 For Jesus himself testified that a
prophet has no honour in his own country.

45 So when he came into Galilee, the
Galileans received him, having seen all the
things that he did in Jerusalem at the feast,
for they also went to the feast.

46 Jesus came therefore again to Cana of
Galilee,wherehemade thewater intowine.
There was a certain nobleman whose son
was sick at Capernaum.

47Whenheheard that Jesus had comeout
of Judea into Galilee, he went to him and
begged him that he would come down and
heal his son, forhewasat thepoint of death.

48 Jesus therefore said to him, “Unless
youseesignsandwonders, youwill inno
way believe.”

49 The nobleman said to him, “Sir, come
down before my child dies.”

50 Jesus said to him, “Go your way. Your
son lives.” Themanbelieved theword that
Jesus spoke to him, and he went his way.

51As hewas going down, his servantsmet
himand reported, saying “Your child lives!”

52 So he enquired of them the hour when
he began to get better. They said therefore
to him, “Yesterday at the seventh hour,§ the
fever left him.”

53 So the father knew that it was at that
hour in which Jesus said to him, “Your son
lives.” He believed, as did his whole house.

54 This is again the second sign that Jesus
did, having come out of Judea into Galilee.

5
1 After these things, there was a feast of

the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.

2 Now in Jerusalem by the sheep gate,
there is a pool, which is called in Hebrew,
“Bethesda”, having five porches.

3 In these lay a great multitude of those
who were sick, blind, lame, or paralysed,
waiting for themoving of the water;

4 for an angel went down at certain times
into the pool and stirred up thewater. Who-
ever stepped in first after the stirring of the
water was healed of whatever disease he
had.†

5A certain man was there who had been
sick for thirty-eight years.

6 When Jesus saw him lying there, and
knew that he had been sick for a long time,
he asked him, “Do you want to be made
well?”

7The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have
no one to put me into the pool when the
water is stirred up, but while I’m coming,
another steps down before me.”

8 Jesus said to him, “Arise, take up your
mat, andwalk.”

9 Immediately, the man was made well,
and took up his mat and walked.
Now that day was a Sabbath.
10 So the Jews said to himwhowas cured,

“It is the Sabbath. It is not lawful for you to
carry themat.”

11He answered them, “He who made me
well said to me, ‘Take up your mat and
walk.’ ”

12 Then they asked him, “Who is the man
who said to you, ‘Take up your mat and
walk’?”

13 But he who was healed didn’t know
who it was, for Jesus had withdrawn, a
crowd being in the place.

14Afterward Jesus found him in the tem-
ple and said to him, “Behold, you are
made well. Sin nomore, so that nothing
worse happens to you.”

15 The man went away, and told the Jews
that it was Jesus who hadmade himwell.

16For this cause the Jewspersecuted Jesus
and sought to kill him, because he did these
things on the Sabbath.

17 But Jesus answered them, “My Father
is still working, so I amworking, too.”

18For this cause therefore the Jews sought
all the more to kill him, because he not
only broke the Sabbath, but also called God
his own Father, making himself equal with
God.

19 Jesus therefore answered them, “Most
certainly, I tell you, the Son can donoth-
ing of himself, but what he sees the Fa-
therdoing. Forwhatever thingshedoes,
these the Son also does likewise.

§ 4:52: 1:00 p.m. † 5:4: NU omits from “waiting” in verse 3 to the end of verse 4.
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20 For the Father has affection for the
Son, and shows him all things that he
himself does. He will show him greater
works than these, that youmaymarvel.

21 For as the Father raises the dead
and gives them life, even so the Son also
gives life to whomhe desires.

22For the Father judges no one, but he
has given all judgement to the Son,

23 that allmayhonour the Son, even as
they honour the Father. He who doesn’t
honour the Son doesn’t honour the Fa-
ther who sent him.

24 “Most certainly I tell you, he who
hears my word and believes him who
sent me has eternal life, and doesn’t
come into judgement, but has passed
out of death into life.

25 Most certainly I tell you, the hour
comes, and now is, when the dead will
hear the Son of God’s voice; and those
who hear will live.

26For as the Father has life in himself,
even so he gave to the Son also to have
life in himself.

27 He also gave him authority to exe-
cute judgement, because he is a son of
man.

28 Don’t marvel at this, for the hour
comes inwhich all who are in the tombs
will hear his voice

29 and will come out; those who have
done good, to the resurrection of life;
and those who have done evil, to the
resurrection of judgement.

30 I can ofmyself do nothing. As I hear,
I judge; and my judgement is righteous,
because Idon’t seekmyownwill, but the
will ofmy Father who sentme.

31“If I testify aboutmyself,mywitness
is not valid.

32 It is anotherwho testifies aboutme.
I know that the testimony which he tes-
tifies aboutme is true.

33 You have sent to John, and he has
testified to the truth.

34 But the testimony which I receive
is not from man. However, I say these
things that youmay be saved.

35 He was the burning and shining
lamp, andyouwerewilling torejoice for
a while in his light.

36 But the testimony which I have is
greater than that of John; for the works
which the Father gave me to accom-
plish, the very works that I do, testify
aboutme, that the Father has sentme.

37 The Father himself, who sent me,
has testified about me. You have nei-

ther heard his voice at any time, nor
seen his form.

38 You don’t have his word living in
you, because you don’t believe him
whomhe sent.

39 “You search the Scriptures, because
you think that in them you have eternal
life; and these are they which testify
aboutme.

40Yetyouwill not come tome, that you
may have life.

41 I don’t receive glory frommen.
42But I know you, that you don’t have

God’s love in yourselves.
43 I have come in my Father’s name,

and you don’t receive me. If another
comes in his own name, youwill receive
him.

44 How can you believe, who receive
glory from one another, and you don’t
seek the glory that comes from the only
God?

45 “Don’t think that I will accuse you
to the Father. There is one who accuses
you, even Moses, on whom you have set
your hope.

46For ifyoubelievedMoses, youwould
believeme; for he wrote aboutme.

47But if you don’t believe his writings,
howwill you believemywords?”

6
1 After these things, Jesus went away to

the other side of the sea of Galilee, which is
also called the Sea of Tiberias.

2Agreatmultitude followedhim, because
they saw his signs which he did on those
whowere sick.

3 Jesuswent up into themountain, and he
sat there with his disciples.

4Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews,
was at hand.

5 Jesus therefore, lifting up his eyes and
seeing that a greatmultitudewas coming to
him, said to Philip, “Where are we to buy
bread, that thesemay eat?”

6 He said this to test him, for he himself
knewwhat he would do.

7 Philip answered him, “Two hundred
denarii†worth of bread is not sufficient for
them, that every one of themmay receive a
little.”

8One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Pe-
ter’s brother, said to him,

9 “There is a boy here who has five barley
loaves and two fish, but what are these
amongst so many?”

10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit
down.” Now there was much grass in that

† 6:7: A denarius was a silver coin worth about a day’s wages for an agricultural labourer, so 200 denarii would be
between 6 and 7month’s pay.
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place. So the men sat down, in number
about five thousand.

11 Jesus took the loaves, and having given
thanks, he distributed to the disciples, and
the disciples to those who were sitting
down, likewise also of the fish as much as
they desired.

12 When they were filled, he said to his
disciples, “Gather up the broken pieces
which are left over, that nothing be
lost.”

13 So they gathered them up, and filled
twelve baskets with broken pieces from the
five barley loaves, which were left over by
those who had eaten.

14When therefore thepeople saw the sign
which Jesus did, they said, “This is truly the
prophet who comes into the world.”

15 Jesus therefore, perceiving that they
were about to come and take him by force
to make him king, withdrew again to the
mountain by himself.

16When evening came, his discipleswent
down to the sea.

17 They entered into the boat, and were
going over the sea to Capernaum. It was
now dark, and Jesus had not come to them.

18 The sea was tossed by a great wind
blowing.

19When therefore they had rowed about
twenty-five or thirty stadia,‡ they saw Jesus
walkingon the sea*anddrawingnear to the
boat; and they were afraid.

20 But he said to them, “It is I.§ Don’t be
afraid.”

21 They were willing therefore to receive
him into the boat. Immediately the boat
was at the land where they were going.

22 On the next day, the multitude that
stood on the other side of the sea saw that
there was no other boat there, except the
one in which his disciples had embarked,
and that Jesus hadn’t enteredwith his disci-
ples into the boat, but his disciples had gone
away alone.

23 However, boats from Tiberias came
near to the place where they ate the bread
after the Lord had given thanks.

24When themultitude therefore saw that
Jesus wasn’t there, nor his disciples, they
themselves got into the boats and came to
Capernaum, seeking Jesus.

25When they found him on the other side
of the sea, they askedhim, “Rabbi,whendid
you come here?”

26 Jesus answered them, “Most certainly
I tell you, you seek me, not because you

saw signs, but because you ate of the
loaves andwere filled.

27 Don’t work for the food which per-
ishes, but for the food which remains
to eternal life, which the Son of Man
will give to you. For God the Father has
sealed him.”

28They said therefore to him, “Whatmust
wedo, thatwemaywork theworksofGod?”

29 Jesus answered them, “This is the
work of God, that you believe in him
whomhe has sent.”

30They said therefore to him, “What then
do you do for a sign, that we may see and
believe you? What work do you do?

31 Our fathers ate the manna in the
wilderness. As it is written, ‘He gave them
bread out of heaven† to eat.’ ”*

32 Jesus therefore said to them, “Most
certainly, I tell you, it wasn’t Moses who
gave you the bread out of heaven, but
my Father gives you the true bread out
of heaven.

33 For the bread of God is that which
comes downout of heaven and gives life
to the world.”

34 They said therefore to him, “Lord, al-
ways give us this bread.”

35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of
life. Whoever comes to me will not be
hungry, andwhoeverbelieves inmewill
never be thirsty.

36But I told you that youhave seenme,
and yet you don’t believe.

37All those whom the Father gives me
will come to me. He who comes to me I
will in noway throw out.

38For I have come down from heaven,
not todomyownwill, but thewill ofhim
who sentme.

39 This is the will of my Father who
sent me, that of all he has given to me
I should lose nothing, but should raise
him up at the last day.

40 This is the will of the one who sent
me, that everyone who sees the Son and
believes inhimshouldhave eternal life;
and I will raise him up at the last day.”

41 The Jews therefore murmured con-
cerning him, because he said, “I am the
breadwhich camedown out of heaven.”

42 They said, “Isn’t this Jesus, the son of
Joseph,whose father andmotherweknow?
How then does he say, ‘I have come down
out of heaven’?”

43 Therefore Jesus answered them,
“Don’t murmur amongst yourselves.

‡ 6:19: 25 to 30 stadia is about 5 to 6 kilometres or about 3 to 4miles * 6:19: See Job 9:8 § 6:20: or, I AM † 6:31:

Greek and Hebrew use the same word for “heaven”, “the heavens”, “the sky”, and “the air”. * 6:31: Exodus 16:4;
Nehemiah 9:15; Psalms 78:24-25



John 6:44 1120 John 7:13

44 No one can come to me unless the
Father who sent me draws him; and I
will raise him up in the last day.

45 It is written in the prophets, ‘They
will all be taught by God.’ * Therefore
everyone who hears from the Father
and has learnt, comes tome.

46Not that anyonehas seen the Father,
except he who is from God. He has seen
the Father.

47 Most certainly, I tell you, he who
believes inme has eternal life.

48 I am the bread of life.
49 Your fathers ate the manna in the

wilderness and they died.
50This is the breadwhich comes down

out of heaven, that anyonemay eat of it
and not die.

51 I am the living bread which came
down out of heaven. If anyone eats of
this bread, he will live forever. Yes, the
breadwhich I will give for the life of the
world ismy flesh.”

52The Jews therefore contendedwith one
another, saying, “How can this man give us
his flesh to eat?”

53 Jesus therefore said to them, “Most
certainly I tell you, unless you eat the
flesh of the Son of Man and drink his
blood, youdon’t have life in yourselves.

54Hewho eats my flesh and drinksmy
blood has eternal life, and I will raise
him up at the last day.

55 For my flesh is food indeed, and my
blood is drink indeed.

56Hewho eats my flesh and drinksmy
blood lives inme, and I in him.

57 As the living Father sent me, and I
live because of the Father, so he who
feedsonmewill also livebecauseofme.

58 This is the bread which came down
outofheaven—notasour fathersate the
manna anddied. Hewho eats this bread
will live forever.”

59He said these things in the synagogue,
as he taught in Capernaum.

60 Therefore many of his disciples, when
they heard this, said, “This is a hard saying!
Who can listen to it?”

61 But Jesus knowing in himself that his
disciples murmured at this, said to them,
“Does this cause you to stumble?

62 Then what if you would see the Son
of Man ascending to where he was be-
fore?

63 It is the spirit who gives life. The
flesh profits nothing. The words that I
speak to you are spirit, and are life.

64But there are some of youwho don’t
believe.” For Jesus knew from the begin-
ningwho theywerewhodidn’t believe, and
who it was whowould betray him.

65He said, “For this cause I have said to
you that no one can come to me, unless
it is given to him bymy Father.”

66At this, many of his disciples went back
andwalked nomore with him.

67 Jesus said therefore to the twelve, “You
don’t also want to go away, do you?”

68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to
whomwould we go? You have the words of
eternal life.

69Wehave come to believe andknow that
you are the Christ, the Son of the living
God.”

70 Jesus answered them, “Didn’t I choose
you, the twelve, and one of you is a
devil?”

71Nowhespokeof Judas, the sonof Simon
Iscariot, for it was he who would betray
him, being one of the twelve.

7
1 After these things, Jesus was walking

in Galilee, for he wouldn’t walk in Judea,
because the Jews sought to kill him.

2 Now the feast of the Jews, the Feast of
Booths, was at hand.

3His brothers therefore said to him, “De-
part from here and go into Judea, that your
disciples also may see your works which
you do.

4For no one does anything in secretwhile
he seeks tobeknownopenly. If youdo these
things, reveal yourself to the world.”

5 For even his brothers didn’t believe in
him.

6 Jesus therefore said to them, “My time
has not yet come, but your time is al-
ways ready.

7Theworld can’t hate you, but it hates
me, because I testify about it, that its
works are evil.

8 You go up to the feast. I am not yet
going up to this feast, because my time
is not yet fulfilled.”

9 Having said these things to them, he
stayed in Galilee.

10 But when his brothers had gone up to
the feast, then he alsowent up, not publicly,
but as it were in secret.

11 The Jews therefore sought him at the
feast, and said, “Where is he?”

12 There was much murmuring amongst
the multitudes concerning him. Some said,
“He is a goodman.” Others said, “Not so, but
he leads themultitude astray.”

13Yet no one spoke openly of him for fear
of the Jews.

* 6:45: Isaiah 54:13
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14But when it was now the middle of the
feast, Jesus went up into the temple and
taught.

15 The Jews therefore marvelled, saying,
“How does this man know letters, having
never been educated?”

16 Jesus therefore answered them, “My
teaching is not mine, but his who sent
me.

17 If anyone desires to do his will, he
will know about the teaching, whether
it is from God or if I am speaking from
myself.

18 He who speaks from himself seeks
hisownglory, buthewhoseeks theglory
of him who sent him is true, and no
unrighteousness is in him.

19 Didn’t Moses give you the law, and
yet none of you keeps the law? Why do
you seek to kill me?”

20 The multitude answered, “You have a
demon! Who seeks to kill you?”

21 Jesus answered them, “I did one work
and you all marvel because of it.

22 Moses has given you circumcision
(not that it is of Moses, but of the fa-
thers), and on the Sabbath you circum-
cise a boy.

23If aboyreceives circumcisionon the
Sabbath, that the law of Moses may not
be broken, are you angry with me be-
cause I made a man completely healthy
on the Sabbath?

24 Don’t judge according to appear-
ance, but judge righteous judgement.”

25 Therefore some of them of Jerusalem
said, “Isn’t this he whom they seek to kill?

26Behold, he speaks openly, and they say
nothing to him. Can it be that the rulers
indeed know that this is truly the Christ?

27 However, we know where this man
comes from, but when the Christ comes, no
one will knowwhere he comes from.”

28 Jesus therefore cried out in the temple,
teaching and saying, “You both knowme,
and know where I am from. I have not
come of myself, but he who sent me is
true, whom you don’t know.

29 I know him, because I am from him,
and he sentme.”

30 They sought therefore to take him; but
no one laid ahandonhim, because his hour
had not yet come.

31But of the multitude, many believed in
him. They said, “When the Christ comes, he
won’t do more signs than those which this
man has done, will he?”

32 The Pharisees heard the multitude
murmuring these things concerning him,

and the chief priests and the Pharisees sent
officers to arrest him.

33 Then Jesus said, “I will be with you a
little while longer, then I go to him who
sentme.

34You will seekme and won’t findme.
You can’t comewhere I am.”

35The Jews therefore said amongst them-
selves, “Where will this man go that we
won’t findhim? Will he go to theDispersion
amongst the Greeks and teach the Greeks?

36What is thisword thathe said, ‘Youwill
seekme, andwon’t findme;’ and ‘Where
I am, you can’t come’?”

37Now on the last and greatest day of the
feast, Jesus stood and cried out, “If anyone
is thirsty, lethimcome tomeanddrink!

38He who believes in me, as the Scrip-
ture has said, fromwithin himwill flow
rivers of living water.”

39But he said this about the Spirit, which
those believing in him were to receive. For
the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because
Jesus wasn’t yet glorified.

40Many of themultitude therefore, when
they heard these words, said, “This is truly
the prophet.”

41 Others said, “This is the Christ.” But
some said, “What, does the Christ come out
of Galilee?

42Hasn’t the Scripture said that the Christ
comes of the offspring† of David,* and from
Bethlehem,* the village where David was?”

43 So a division arose in the multitude
because of him.

44Someof themwouldhavearrestedhim,
but no one laid hands on him.

45The officers therefore came to the chief
priests and Pharisees; and they said to
them, “Why didn’t you bring him?”

46 The officers answered, “No man ever
spoke like this man!”

47 The Pharisees therefore answered
them, “You aren’t also led astray, are you?

48 Have any of the rulers or any of the
Pharisees believed in him?

49 But this multitude that doesn’t know
the law is cursed.”

50 Nicodemus (he who came to him by
night, being one of them) said to them,

51“Doesour law judgeamanunless it first
hears fromhimpersonally andknowswhat
he does?”

52Theyansweredhim, “Areyoualso from
Galilee? Search and see that no prophet has
arisen out of Galilee.”*

53Everyone went to his own house,

† 7:42: or, seed * 7:42: 2 Samuel 7:12 * 7:42: Micah 5:2 * 7:52: See Isaiah 9:1; Matthew 4:13-16
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8
1but Jesus went to theMount of Olives.
2Nowvery early in themorning, he came

again into the temple, and all the people
came to him. He sat down and taught them.

3The scribes and the Pharisees brought a
woman taken in adultery. Having set her in
themiddle,

4 they told him, “Teacher, we found this
woman in adultery, in the very act.

5Nowinour law,Moses commandedus to
stone such women.* What then do you say
about her?”

6 They said this testing him, that they
might have something to accuse him of.
But Jesus stooped down andwrote on the

groundwith his finger.
7 But when they continued asking him,

he looked up and said to them, “He who is
without sin amongst you, let him throw
the first stone at her.”

8Againhe stoopeddownandwroteon the
groundwith his finger.

9 They, when they heard it, being con-
victed by their conscience, went out one by
one, beginning from the oldest, even to the
last. Jesus was left alone with the woman
where she was, in themiddle.

10 Jesus, standing up, saw her and said,
“Woman, where are your accusers? Did
no one condemn you?”

11 She said, “No one, Lord.”
Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you.

Go your way. From now on, sin no
more.”†

12 Again, therefore, Jesus spoke to them,
saying, “I am the light of the world.*
He who follows me will not walk in the
darkness, butwill have the light of life.”

13 The Pharisees therefore said to him,
“You testify about yourself. Your testimony
is not valid.”

14 Jesus answered them, “Even if I testify
about myself, my testimony is true, for
I know where I came from, and where
I am going; but you don’t know where I
came from, or where I am going.

15 You judge according to the flesh. I
judge no one.

16 Even if I do judge, my judgement is
true, for I am not alone, but I am with
the Father who sentme.

17 It’s also written in your law that the
testimony of two people is valid.*

18 I am onewho testifies aboutmyself,
and the Father who sent me testifies
aboutme.”

19 They said therefore to him, “Where is
your Father?”
Jesus answered, “You know neither me

nor my Father. If you knew me, you
would knowmy Father also.”

20 Jesus spoke thesewords in the treasury,
as he taught in the temple. Yet no one
arrested him, because his hour had not yet
come.

21 Jesus said therefore again to them, “I
am going away, and you will seek me,
andyouwill die in your sins. Where I go,
you can’t come.”

22 The Jews therefore said, “Will he kill
himself, because he says, ‘Where I am go-
ing, you can’t come’?”

23 He said to them, “You are from be-
neath. I am from above. You are of this
world. I am not of this world.

24 I said therefore to you that you will
die in your sins; for unless you believe
that I am‡ he, youwill die in your sins.”

25 They said therefore to him, “Who are
you?”
Jesus said to them, “Just what I have

been saying to you from the beginning.
26 I have many things to speak and to

judge concerning you. However, he who
sent me is true; and the things which
I heard from him, these I say to the
world.”

27Theydidn’t understand thathe spoke to
them about the Father.

28 Jesus therefore said to them, “When
you have lifted up the Son of Man, then
youwillknowthat Iamhe,andIdonoth-
ing of myself, but as my Father taught
me, I say these things.

29 He who sent me is with me. The
Father hasn’t left me alone, for I always
do the things that are pleasing to him.”

30 As he spoke these things, many be-
lieved in him.

31 Jesus therefore said to those Jews who
had believed him, “If you remain in my
word, then you are trulymy disciples.

32 You will know the truth, and the
truth will make you free.” *

33 They answered him, “We are Abra-
ham’s offspring, and have never been in
bondage to anyone. How do you say, ‘You
will bemade free’?”

34 Jesus answered them, “Most certainly
I tell you, everyone who commits sin is
the bondservant of sin.

35 A bondservant doesn’t live in the
house forever. A son remains forever.

* 8:5: Leviticus 20:10; Deuteronomy 22:22 † 8:11: NU includes John 7:53–John 8:11, but puts brackets around it to

indicate that the textual critics had less confidence that thiswas original. * 8:12: Isaiah 60:1 * 8:17: Deuteronomy

17:6; 19:15 ‡ 8:24: or, I AM * 8:32: Psalms 119:45
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36 If therefore the Sonmakes you free,
youwill be free indeed.

37 I know that you are Abraham’s off-
spring, yet you seek to kill me, because
myword finds no place in you.

38 I say the things which I have seen
with my Father; and you also do the
things which you have seen with your
father.”

39 They answered him, “Our father is
Abraham.”
Jesus said to them, “If you were Abra-

ham’s children, youwould do theworks
of Abraham.

40 But now you seek to kill me, a man
whohas toldyou the truthwhich Iheard
fromGod. Abrahamdidn’t do this.

41You do the works of your father.”
They said to him, “We were not born of

sexual immorality. We have one Father,
God.”

42 Therefore Jesus said to them, “If God
were your father, you would love me,
for I came out and have come fromGod.
For I haven’t comeofmyself, but he sent
me.

43 Why don’t you understand my
speech? Because you can’t hear my
word.

44 You are of your father the devil,
and you want to do the desires of your
father. He was a murderer from the be-
ginning, and doesn’t stand in the truth,
because there is no truth in him. When
he speaks a lie, he speaksonhis own; for
he is a liar, and the father of lies.

45 But because I tell the truth, you
don’t believeme.

46Which of you convicts me of sin? If
I tell the truth, why do you not believe
me?

47 He who is of God hears the words
of God. For this cause you don’t hear,
because you are not of God.”

48Then the Jewsansweredhim, “Don’twe
saywell that you are a Samaritan, and have
a demon?”

49 Jesus answered, “I don’t have a de-
mon, but I honour my Father and you
dishonourme.

50But I don’t seekmyownglory. There
is one who seeks and judges.

51Most certainly, I tell you, if a person
keepsmyword,hewillneverseedeath.”

52 Then the Jews said to him, “Now we
know that you have a demon. Abraham
died, as did the prophets; and you say, ‘If a
man keeps my word, he will never taste
of death.’

53 Are you greater than our father Abra-
ham,whodied? The prophets died. Whodo
youmake yourself out to be?”

54 Jesus answered, “If I glorify myself,
my glory is nothing. It is my Father who
glorifies me, of whom you say that he is
our God.

55Youhavenot knownhim, but I know
him. If I said, ‘I don’t knowhim,’ I would
be like you, a liar. But I know him and
keep his word.

56 Your father Abraham rejoiced to
seemy day. He saw it andwas glad.”

57 The Jews therefore said to him, “You
are not yet fifty years old! Have you seen
Abraham?”

58 Jesus said to them, “Most certainly,
I tell you, before Abraham came into
existence, I AM.*”

59Therefore they took up stones to throw
athim, but Jesushidhimself andwentoutof
the temple, havinggone through themiddle
of them, and so passed by.

9
1 As he passed by, he saw a man blind

from birth.
2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who

sinned, this man or his parents, that hewas
born blind?”

3 Jesus answered, “This man didn’t sin,
nor did his parents, but that the works
of Godmight be revealed in him.

4 I must work the works of him who
sent me while it is day. The night is
coming, when no one canwork.

5While Iamin theworld, I amthe light
of the world.”

6 When he had said this, he spat on
the ground, made mud with the saliva,
anointed the blind man’s eyes with the
mud,

7 and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool
of Siloam” (which means “Sent”). So he
went away, washed, and came back seeing.

8 Therefore the neighbours and those
who saw that he was blind before said,
“Isn’t this he who sat and begged?”

9Otherswere saying, “It is he.” Still others
were saying, “He looks like him.”
He said, “I am he.”
10They therefore were asking him, “How

were your eyes opened?”
11Heanswered, “Amancalled Jesusmade

mud, anointedmy eyes, and said tome, ‘Go
to thepoolof Siloamandwash.’ So Iwent
away andwashed, and I received sight.”

12Then they asked him, “Where is he?”
He said, “I don’t know.”

* 8:58: Exodus 3:14



John 9:13 1124 John 10:8

13 They brought him who had been blind
to the Pharisees.

14 It was a Sabbath when Jesus made the
mud and opened his eyes.

15 Again therefore the Pharisees also
asked him how he received his sight. He
said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, I
washed, and I see.”

16 Some therefore of the Pharisees said,
“This man is not from God, because he
doesn’t keep the Sabbath.”
Others said, “How can a man who is a

sinnerdosuchsigns?” So therewasdivision
amongst them.

17 Therefore they asked the blind man
again, “Whatdoyou sayabouthim, because
he opened your eyes?”
He said, “He is a prophet.”
18 The Jews therefore didn’t believe con-

cerning him, that he had been blind and
had received his sight, until they called the
parents of himwho had received his sight,

19 and asked them, “Is this your son,
whom you say was born blind? How then
does he now see?”

20His parents answered them, “We know
that this is our son, and that he was born
blind;

21but howhenowsees,wedon’t know; or
who opened his eyes, we don’t know. He is
of age. Ask him. He will speak for himself.”

22 His parents said these things because
they feared the Jews; for the Jews had al-
ready agreed that if anymanwould confess
him as Christ, he would be put out of the
synagogue.

23 Therefore his parents said, “He is of
age. Ask him.”

24So they called themanwhowas blind a
second time, and said to him, “Give glory to
God. We know that this man is a sinner.”

25 He therefore answered, “I don’t know
if he is a sinner. One thing I do know: that
though I was blind, now I see.”

26They said to himagain, “What didhedo
to you? How did he open your eyes?”

27He answered them, “I told you already,
and you didn’t listen. Why do you want
to hear it again? You don’t also want to
become his disciples, do you?”

28They insultedhimandsaid, “Youarehis
disciple, but we are disciples of Moses.

29Weknow thatGodhas spoken toMoses.
Butas for thisman,wedon’t knowwherehe
comes from.”

30 The man answered them, “How amaz-
ing! You don’t know where he comes from,
yet he openedmy eyes.

31We know that God doesn’t listen to sin-
ners, but if anyone is a worshipper of God
and does his will, he listens to him.*

32Since theworldbegan it hasneverbeen
heard of that anyone opened the eyes of
someone born blind.

33 If thismanwerenot fromGod, he could
do nothing.”

34 They answered him, “You were alto-
gether born in sins, and do you teach us?”
Then they threw him out.

35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him
out, and finding him, he said, “Do you be-
lieve in the Son of God?”

36 He answered, “Who is he, Lord, that I
may believe in him?”

37 Jesus said tohim, “Youhaveboth seen
him, and it is he who speaks with you.”

38He said, “Lord, I believe!” and he wor-
shipped him.

39 Jesus said, “I came into this world
for judgement, that those who don’t see
may see; and that those who see may
become blind.”

40 Those of the Pharisees who were with
him heard these things, and said to him,
“Are we also blind?”

41 Jesus said to them, “If youwere blind,
you would have no sin; but now you say,
‘We see.’ Therefore your sin remains.

10
1 “Most certainly, I tell you, one who

doesn’t enter by the door into the sheep
fold, but climbs up some other way, is a
thief and a robber.

2 But one who enters in by the door is
the shepherd of the sheep.

3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for
him,andthesheep listentohisvoice. He
calls his own sheep by name and leads
them out.

4 Whenever he brings out his own
sheep, he goes before them; and the
sheep follow him, for they know his
voice.

5 They will by no means follow a
stranger, butwillflee fromhim; for they
don’t know the voice of strangers.”

6 Jesus spoke this parable to them, but
they didn’t understand what he was telling
them.

7 Jesus therefore said to them again,
“Most certainly, I tell you, I am the
sheep’s door.

8All who came before me are thieves
and robbers, but the sheep didn’t listen
to them.

* 9:31: Psalms 66:18; Proverbs 15:29; 28:9
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9 I am the door. If anyone enters in by
me, he will be saved, and will go in and
go out andwill find pasture.

10 The thief only comes to steal, kill,
and destroy. I came that they may have
life, andmay have it abundantly.

11 “I am the good shepherd.* The
good shepherd lays down his life for the
sheep.

12 He who is a hired hand, and not a
shepherd, who doesn’t own the sheep,
sees the wolf coming, leaves the sheep,
and flees. The wolf snatches the sheep
and scatters them.

13 The hired hand flees because he is
a hired hand and doesn’t care for the
sheep.

14 I am the good shepherd. I know my
own, and I’mknown bymy own;

15 even as the Father knows me, and I
know the Father. I lay down my life for
the sheep.

16 I have other sheep which are not
of this fold.* I must bring them also,
and they will hear my voice. They will
become one flockwith one shepherd.

17 Therefore the Father loves me, be-
cause I lay down my life, * that I may
take it again.

18 No one takes it away from me, but
I lay it down by myself. I have power
to lay it down, and I have power to take
it again. I received this commandment
frommy Father.”

19 Therefore a division arose again
amongst the Jews because of these words.

20 Many of them said, “He has a demon
and is insane! Why do you listen to him?”

21Others said, “These are not the sayings
of one possessed by a demon. It isn’t pos-
sible for a demon to open the eyes of the
blind, is it?”*

22 It was the Feast of the Dedication† at
Jerusalem.

23 It was winter, and Jesus was walking in
the temple, in Solomon’s porch.

24 The Jews therefore came around him
and said to him, “How longwill you hold us
in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us
plainly.”

25 Jesus answered them, “I told you, and
you don’t believe. The works that I do
inmy Father’s name, these testify about
me.

26 But you don’t believe, because you
are not ofmy sheep, as I told you.

27My sheep hearmy voice, and I know
them, and they followme.

28 I give eternal life to them. They
will neverperish, andnoonewill snatch
them out ofmy hand.

29 My Father who has given them to
me is greater than all. No one is able to
snatch them out ofmy Father’s hand.

30 I and the Father are one.”
31Therefore the Jews tookupstonesagain

to stone him.
32 Jesus answered them, “I have shown

you many good works from my Father.
For which of those works do you stone
me?”

33 The Jews answered him, “We don’t
stone you for a good work, but for blas-
phemy, because you, being a man, make
yourself God.”

34 Jesus answered them, “Isn’t it written
in your law, ‘I said, you are gods’?*

35 If he called them gods, to whom the
word of God came (and the Scripture
can’t be broken),

36 do you say of him whom the Father
sanctified and sent into the world, ‘You
blaspheme,’because I said, ‘I amtheSon
of God’?

37 If I don’t do the works of my Father,
don’t believeme.

38 But if I do them, though you don’t
believe me, believe the works, that you
may know and believe that the Father is
inme, and I in the Father.”

39They sought again to seize him, and he
went out of their hand.

40Hewent away again beyond the Jordan
into the place where John was baptising at
first, and he stayed there.

41 Many came to him. They said, “John
indeeddidno sign, but everything that John
said about this man is true.”

42Many believed in him there.

11
1 Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus

fromBethany, of thevillageofMaryandher
sister, Martha.

2 It was that Mary who had anointed the
Lordwith ointment andwiped his feet with
her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick.

3The sisters therefore sent to him, saying,
“Lord, behold, he for whom you have great
affection is sick.”

4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This
sickness isnot todeath, but for theglory
of God, that God’s Son may be glorified
by it.”

* 10:11: Isaiah 40:11; Ezekiel 34:11-12,15,22 * 10:16: Isaiah 56:8 * 10:17: Isaiah 53:7-8 * 10:21: Exodus
4:11 † 10:22: The “Feast of the Dedication” is the Greek name for “Hanukkah”, a celebration of the rededication of the
Temple. * 10:34: Psalms 82:6
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5Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister,
and Lazarus.

6 When therefore he heard that he was
sick, he stayed two days in the place where
he was.

7 Then after this he said to the disciples,
“Let’s go into Judea again.”

8 The disciples asked him, “Rabbi, the
Jews were just trying to stone you. Are you
going there again?”

9 Jesus answered, “Aren’t there twelve
hours of daylight? If a man walks in the
day, hedoesn’t stumble, becausehe sees
the light of this world.

10 But if a man walks in the night, he
stumbles,becausethe light isn’t inhim.”

11 He said these things, and after that,
he said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has
fallen asleep, but I am going so that I
may awake him out of sleep.”

12Thedisciples therefore said, “Lord, if he
has fallen asleep, he will recover.”

13Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but
they thought that he spoke of taking rest in
sleep.

14 So Jesus said to them plainly then,
“Lazarus is dead.

15 I am glad for your sakes that I was
not there, so that youmay believe. Nev-
ertheless, let’s go to him.”

16 Thomas therefore, who is called Didy-
mus,† said to his fellow disciples, “Let’s also
go, that wemay die with him.”

17 So when Jesus came, he found that he
had been in the tomb four days already.

18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem,
about fifteen stadia‡ away.

19Manyof the Jewshad joined thewomen
around Martha and Mary, to console them
concerning their brother.

20 Then when Martha heard that Jesus
was coming, she went and met him, but
Mary stayed in the house.

21 Therefore Martha said to Jesus, “Lord,
if you would have been here, my brother
wouldn’t have died.

22EvennowIknowthatwhateveryouask
of God, God will give you.”

23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will
rise again.”

24 Martha said to him, “I know that he
will rise again in the resurrection at the last
day.”

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrec-
tion and the life. He who believes in me
will still live, even if he dies.

26 Whoever lives and believes in me
will never die. Do you believe this?”

27She said to him, “Yes, Lord. I have come
to believe that you are the Christ, God’s Son,
he who comes into the world.”

28When she had said this, she went away
and called Mary, her sister, secretly, saying,
“The Teacher is here and is calling you.”

29When she heard this, she arose quickly
and went to him.

30 Now Jesus had not yet come into the
village, but was in the place where Martha
met him.

31 Then the Jews who were with her in
the house and were consoling her, when
they sawMary, that she rose up quickly and
went out, followed her, saying, “She is going
to the tomb to weep there.”

32 Therefore when Mary came to where
Jesus was and saw him, she fell down at his
feet, saying tohim, “Lord, if youwouldhave
beenhere,mybrotherwouldn’t have died.”

33When Jesus therefore sawherweeping,
and the Jews weeping who came with her,
he groaned in the spirit and was troubled,

34 and said, “Where have you laid
him?”
They told him, “Lord, come and see.”
35 Jesus wept.
36 The Jews therefore said, “See how

much affection he had for him!”
37 Some of them said, “Couldn’t this man,

who opened the eyes of himwhowas blind,
have also kept this man from dying?”

38 Jesus therefore, again groaning in him-
self, came to the tomb. Now it was a cave,
and a stone lay against it.

39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.”
Martha, the sister of him who was dead,

said to him, “Lord, by this time there is a
stench, for he has been dead four days.”

40 Jesus said to her, “Didn’t I tell you
that if youbelieved, youwouldseeGod’s
glory?”

41 So they took away the stone from the
placewhere thedeadmanwas lying.§ Jesus
lifted uphis eyes and said, “Father, I thank
you that you listened tome.

42 I know that you always listen tome,
but because of the multitude standing
around I said this, that theymaybelieve
that you sentme.”

43When he had said this, he cried with a
loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!”

44 He who was dead came out, bound
hand and foot with wrappings, and his face
was wrapped aroundwith a cloth.
Jesus said to them, “Free him, and let

him go.”
† 11:16: “Didymus”means “Twin”. ‡ 11:18: 15 stadia is about 2.8 kilometres or 1.7miles § 11:41: NUomits “from
the place where the deadmanwas lying.”
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45 Therefore many of the Jews who came
toMary and sawwhat Jesus did believed in
him.

46 But some of them went away to the
Pharisees and told them the things which
Jesus had done.

47 The chief priests therefore and the
Pharisees gathered a council, and said,
“What are we doing? For this man does
many signs.

48 If we leave him alone like this, every-
onewill believe inhim, and theRomanswill
come and take away both our place and our
nation.”

49 But a certain one of them, Caiaphas,
being high priest that year, said to them,
“You know nothing at all,

50 nor do you consider that it is advanta-
geous for us that one man should die for
the people, and that the whole nation not
perish.”

51 Now he didn’t say this of himself, but
being high priest that year, he prophesied
that Jesus would die for the nation,

52 and not for the nation only, but that
he might also gather together into one the
children of God who are scattered abroad.

53 So from that day forward they took
counsel that theymight put him to death.

54 Jesus thereforewalked nomore openly
amongst the Jews, but departed from there
into the country near the wilderness, to a
city called Ephraim. He stayed there with
his disciples.

55 Now the Passover of the Jews was at
hand. Many went up from the country to
Jerusalem before the Passover, to purify
themselves.

56 Then they sought for Jesus and spoke
with one another as they stood in the tem-
ple, “What do you think—that he isn’t com-
ing to the feast at all?”

57 Now the chief priests and the Phar-
isees had commanded that if anyone knew
where hewas, he should report it, that they
might seize him.

12
1Then, six days before the Passover, Jesus

came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, who
had been dead, whom he raised from the
dead.

2 So they made him a supper there.
Martha served, but Lazarus was one of
those who sat at the table with him.

3 Therefore Mary took a pound† of oint-
ment of pure nard, very precious, and
anointed Jesus’ feet andwiped his feet with

her hair. The house was filled with the
fragrance of the ointment.

4 Then Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, one of
his disciples, who would betray him, said,

5“Whywasn’t this ointment sold for three
hundred denarii‡ and given to the poor?”

6Now he said this, not because he cared
for the poor, but because hewas a thief, and
having the money box, used to steal what
was put into it.

7 But Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She
has kept this for the day ofmy burial.

8 For you always have the poor with
you, but you don’t always haveme.”

9 A large crowd therefore of the Jews
learnt that hewas there; and they came, not
for Jesus’ sake only, but that they might see
Lazarus also, whom he had raised from the
dead.

10 But the chief priests conspired to put
Lazarus to death also,

11because on account of himmany of the
Jews went away and believed in Jesus.

12On the next day a great multitude had
come to the feast. When they heard that
Jesus was coming to Jerusalem,

13 they took thebranchesof thepalmtrees
and went out to meet him, and cried out,
“Hosanna!§ Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord,* the King of Israel!”

14 Jesus, having foundayoungdonkey, sat
on it. As it is written,

15 “Don’t be afraid, daughter of Zion. Be-
hold, yourKing comes, sitting on a donkey’s
colt.”*

16 His disciples didn’t understand these
things at first, but when Jesuswas glorified,
then they remembered that these things
were written about him, and that they had
done these things to him.

17 The multitude therefore that was with
himwhenhe called Lazarus out of the tomb
andraisedhim fromthedeadwas testifying
about it.

18 For this cause also the multitude went
and met him, because they heard that he
had done this sign.

19 The Pharisees therefore said amongst
themselves, “See howyou accomplish noth-
ing. Behold, the world has gone after him.”

20 Now there were certain Greeks
amongst those who went up to worship at
the feast.

21 Therefore, these came to Philip, who
was from Bethsaida of Galilee, and asked
him, saying, “Sir, we want to see Jesus.”

† 12:3: a Roman pound of 12 ounces, or about 340 grams ‡ 12:5: 300 denarii was about a year’s wages for an

agricultural labourer. § 12:13: “Hosanna” means “save us” or “help us, we pray”. * 12:13: Psalms 118:25-26
* 12:15: Zechariah 9:9
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22 Philip came and told Andrew, and in
turn, Andrew came with Philip, and they
told Jesus.

23 Jesus answered them, “The time has
come for the Son ofMan to be glorified.

24 Most certainly I tell you, unless a
grain of wheat falls into the earth and
dies, it remains by itself alone. But if it
dies, it bearsmuch fruit.

25He who loves his life will lose it. He
whohates his life in thisworldwill keep
it to eternal life.

26 If anyone serves me, let him follow
me. Where I am, there my servant will
also be. If anyone servesme, the Father
will honour him.

27 “Now my soul is troubled. What
shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this
time’? But I came to this time for this
cause.

28Father, glorify your name!”
Then a voice came out of the sky, saying,

“I have both glorified it and will glorify it
again.”

29 Therefore the multitude who stood by
and heard it said that it had thundered.
Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.”

30 Jesus answered, “This voice hasn’t
come formy sake, but for your sakes.

31Now is the judgement of this world.
Now the prince of this worldwill be cast
out.

32 And I, if I am lifted up from the
earth, will draw all people tomyself.”

33Buthe said this, signifyingbywhat kind
of death he should die.

34Themultitudeansweredhim, “Wehave
heard out of the law that the Christ remains
forever.* How do you say, ‘The Son ofMan
must be lifted up’? Who is this Son of
Man?”

35 Jesus therefore said to them, “Yet a
little while the light is with you. Walk
while you have the light, that darkness
doesn’t overtake you. He who walks in
the darkness doesn’t know where he is
going.

36While you have the light, believe in
the light, that youmay become children
of light.” Jesus said these things, and he
departed and hid himself from them.

37But though he had done so many signs
before them, yet they didn’t believe in him,

38 that the word of Isaiah the prophet
might be fulfilled, which he spoke:
“Lord, who has believed our report?

To whom has the arm of the Lord been
revealed?”*

39For this cause they couldn’t believe, for
Isaiah said again:

40 “He has blinded their eyes and he hard-
ened their heart,

lest they should see with their eyes,
and perceive with their heart,
and would turn,
and I would heal them.”*

41 Isaiah said these things when he saw
his glory, and spoke of him. *

42Nevertheless, even many of the rulers
believed in him, but because of the Phar-
isees they didn’t confess it, so that they
wouldn’t be put out of the synagogue,

43 for they loved men’s praise more than
God’s praise.

44 Jesus cried out and said, “Whoever
believes inme, believesnot inme, but in
himwho sentme.

45 He who sees me sees him who sent
me.

46 I have comeasa light into theworld,
that whoever believes in me may not
remain in the darkness.

47 If anyone listens to my sayings and
doesn’t believe, I don’t judge him. For I
came not to judge theworld, but to save
the world.

48 He who rejects me, and doesn’t re-
ceive my sayings, has one who judges
him. The word that I spoke will judge
him in the last day.

49 For I spoke not from myself, but
the Father who sent me gave me a com-
mandment, what I should say and what
I should speak.

50 I know that his commandment is
eternal life. The things therefore which
I speak, even as the Father has said to
me, so I speak.”

13
1 Now before the feast of the Passover,

Jesus, knowing that his time had come that
he would depart from this world to the
Father, having loved his own who were in
the world, he loved them to the end.

2During supper, the devil having already
put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s
son, to betray him,

3 Jesus, knowing that theFatherhadgiven
all things into his hands, and that he came
from God andwas going to God,

4 arose from supper, and laid aside his
outer garments. He took a towel and
wrapped a towel around his waist.

5 Then he poured water into the basin,
and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to
wipe themwith the towel thatwaswrapped
around him.

* 12:34: Isaiah 9:7; Daniel 2:44; See Isaiah 53:8 * 12:38: Isaiah 53:1 * 12:40: Isaiah 6:10 * 12:41: Isaiah 6:1
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6Then he came to Simon Peter. He said to
him, “Lord, do you washmy feet?”

7 Jesus answered him, “You don’t know
what I amdoingnow,butyouwill under-
stand later.”

8 Peter said to him, “You will never wash
my feet!”
Jesus answered him, “If I don’t wash

you, you have no part withme.”
9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my

feet only, but also my hands andmy head!”
10 Jesus said to him, “Someone who

has bathed only needs to have his feet
washed, but is completely clean. You
are clean, but not all of you.”

11 For he knew him who would betray
him; therefore he said, “You are not all
clean.”

12 So when he had washed their feet, put
his outer garment back on, and sat down
again, he said to them, “Doyouknowwhat
I have done to you?

13 You call me, ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord.’
You say so correctly, for so I am.

14 If I then, the Lord and the Teacher,
havewashedyour feet, youalsoought to
wash one another’s feet.

15 For I have given you an example,
that you should also do as I have done to
you.

16Most certainly I tell you, a servant
is not greater than his lord, neither is
onewho is sent greater thanhewhosent
him.

17If youknowthese things, blessedare
you if you do them.

18 I don’t speak concerning all of you.
I know whom I have chosen; but that
the Scripture may be fulfilled, ‘He who
eats breadwithmehas lifteduphis heel
againstme.’*

19 From now on, I tell you before it
happens, thatwhen it happens, youmay
believe that I am he.

20 Most certainly I tell you, he who
receives whomever I send, receivesme;
and he who receives me, receives him
who sentme.”

21When Jesus had said this, he was trou-
bled in spirit, and testified, “Most cer-
tainly I tell you that one of you will be-
trayme.”

22 The disciples looked at one another,
perplexed about whom he spoke.

23One of his disciples, whom Jesus loved,
was at the table, leaning against Jesus’
chest.

24 Simon Peter therefore beckoned to
him, and said to him, “Tell us who it is of
whom he speaks.”

25 He, leaning back, as he was, on Jesus’
chest, asked him, “Lord, who is it?”

26 Jesus therefore answered, “It is he
to whom I will give this piece of bread
when I have dipped it.” So when he had
dipped the piece of bread, he gave it to
Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot.

27 After the piece of bread, then Satan
entered into him.
Then Jesus said tohim, “Whatyoudo, do

quickly.”
28Now nobody at the table knew why he

said this to him.
29 For some thought, because Judas had

the money box, that Jesus said to him, “Buy
what things we need for the feast,” or that
he should give something to the poor.

30Therefore having received thatmorsel,
he went out immediately. It was night.

31 When he had gone out, Jesus said,
“Now the Son ofMan has been glorified,
and God has been glorified in him.

32IfGodhasbeenglorified inhim,God
will also glorify him in himself, and he
will glorify him immediately.

33 Little children, I will be with you a
little while longer. You will seek me,
and as I said to the Jews, ‘Where I am
going, you can’t come,’ so now I tell you.

34A new commandment I give to you,
that you love one another. Just as I have
loved you, you also love one another.

35By this everyone will know that you
aremydisciples, if youhave love forone
another.”

36 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where
are you going?”
Jesusanswered, “Where Iamgoing, you

can’t follow now, but you will follow
afterwards.”

37 Peter said to him, “Lord, why can’t I
follow you now? I will lay downmy life for
you.”

38 Jesus answered him, “Will you lay
down your life for me? Most certainly
I tell you, the rooster won’t crow until
you have deniedme three times.

14
1 “Don’t let your heart be troubled.

Believe in God. Believe also inme.
2 In my Father’s house are many

homes. If it weren’t so, I would have
told you. I am going to prepare a place
for you.

3 If I go and prepare a place for you,
I will come again and will receive you
to myself; that where I am, you may be
there also.

4 You know where I go, and you know
the way.”

* 13:18: Psalms 41:9
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5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t
know where you are going. How can we
know the way?”

6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the
truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father, except throughme.

7If youhadknownme, youwouldhave
known my Father also. From now on,
you know him and have seen him.”

8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the
Father, and that will be enough for us.”

9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with
you such a long time, and do you not
know me, Philip? He who has seen me
has seen the Father. How do you say,
‘Show us the Father’?

10 Don’t you believe that I am in the
Father, and theFather inme? Thewords
that I tell you, I speak not from myself;
but the Father who lives in me does his
works.

11 Believe me that I am in the Father,
and the Father inme; or else believeme
for the very works’ sake.

12Most certainly I tell you, he who be-
lieves inme, the works that I do, he will
do also; and he will do greater works
than these, because I am going to my
Father.

13Whatever you will ask in my name,
I will do it, that the Fathermay be glori-
fied in the Son.

14 If youwill ask anything inmy name,
I will do it.

15 If you love me, keep my command-
ments.

16 I will pray to the Father, and he will
give you another Counsellor, † that he
may bewith you forever:

17 the Spirit of truth, whom the world
can’t receive, for it doesn’t see him and
doesn’t knowhim. Youknowhim, for he
lives with you andwill be in you.

18 I will not leave you orphans. I will
come to you.

19Yet a little while, and the world will
see me no more; but you will see me.
Because I live, youwill live also.

20In thatdayyouwillknowthat Iamin
my Father, and you inme, and I in you.

21 One who has my commandments
and keeps them, that person is one who
loves me. One who loves me will be
loved by my Father, and I will love him,
andwill revealmyself to him.”

22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord,
what has happened that you are about to
reveal yourself to us, and not to theworld?”

23 Jesus answered him, “If a man loves
me, he will keep my word. My Father

will love him, and we will come to him
andmake our homewith him.

24Hewhodoesn’t lovemedoesn’t keep
my words. The word which you hear
isn’t mine, but the Father’s who sent
me.

25“Ihavesaidthesethings toyouwhile
still living with you.

26 But the Counsellor, the Holy Spirit,
whom the Father will send in my name,
will teach you all things, and will re-
mind you of all that I said to you.

27 Peace I leave with you. My peace I
give to you; not as theworld gives, I give
to you. Don’t let your heart be troubled,
neither let it be fearful.

28YouheardhowI toldyou, ‘I amgoing
away, and I will come back to you.’ If
you loved me, you would have rejoiced
because I said ‘I am going tomy Father;’
for the Father is greater than I.

29 Now I have told you before it hap-
pens so that when it happens, you may
believe.

30 I will nomore speakmuchwith you,
for the prince of the world comes, and
he has nothing inme.

31 But that the world may know that I
love the Father, and as the Father com-
manded me, even so I do. Arise, let’s go
fromhere.

15
1 “I am the true vine, andmy Father is

the farmer.
2Every branch inme that doesn’t bear

fruit, he takes away. Every branch that
bears fruit, he prunes, that it may bear
more fruit.

3 You are already pruned clean be-
cause of the word which I have spoken
to you.

4 Remain in me, and I in you. As the
branch can’t bear fruit by itself unless it
remains in the vine, so neither can you,
unless you remain inme.

5 I am the vine. You are the branches.
Hewhoremains inmeand I inhimbears
much fruit, for apart from me you can
do nothing.

6 If a man doesn’t remain in me, he is
thrown out as a branch and is withered;
and they gather them, throw them into
the fire, and they are burnt.

7 If you remain in me, and my words
remain in you, you will ask whatever
you desire, and it will be done for you.

8 “In this my Father is glorified, that
you bear much fruit; and so you will be
my disciples.

† 14:16: Greek παρακλητον: Counsellor, Helper, Intercessor, Advocate, and Comforter.
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9 Even as the Father has loved me, I
alsohave lovedyou. Remain inmy love.

10 If you keepmy commandments, you
will remain in my love, even as I have
kept my Father’s commandments and
remain in his love.

11 I have spoken these things to you,
thatmy joymay remain in you, and that
your joymay bemade full.

12 “This ismy commandment, that you
love one another, even as I have loved
you.

13 Greater love has no one than this,
that someone lay down his life for his
friends.

14 You are my friends if you do what-
ever I command you.

15No longer do I call you servants, for
the servant doesn’t know what his lord
does. But I have called you friends, for
everything that I heard frommy Father,
I havemade known to you.

16 You didn’t choose me, but I chose
you and appointed you, that you should
go and bear fruit, and that your fruit
should remain; that whatever you will
ask of the Father in my name, he may
give it to you.

17“I commandthese things toyou, that
youmay love one another.

18 If the world hates you, you know
that it hashatedmebefore it hatedyou.

19 If you were of the world, the world
would love its own. But because you are
not of the world, since I chose you out
of the world, therefore the world hates
you.

20 Remember the word that I said to
you: ‘A servant is not greater than his
lord.’* If they persecuted me, they will
also persecute you. If they kept my
word, they will also keep yours.

21 But they will do all these things to
you for my name’s sake, because they
don’t know himwho sentme.

22 If I had not come and spoken to
them, they would not have had sin; but
now they have no excuse for their sin.

23 He who hates me, hates my Father
also.

24 If I hadn’t done amongst them
the works which no one else did, they
wouldn’t have had sin. But now they
have seen and also hated both me and
my Father.

25 But this happened so that the word
may be fulfilled which was written in

their law, ‘They hated me without a
cause.’*

26 “When the Counsellor† has come,
whom Iwill send to you from the Father,
the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from
the Father, he will testify aboutme.

27 You will also testify, because you
have beenwithme from the beginning.

16
1 “I have said these things to you so

that youwouldn’t be caused to stumble.
2 They will put you out of the syna-

gogues. Yes, the time is coming that
whoever kills you will think that he of-
fers service to God.

3 They will do these things† because
theyhavenotknowntheFathernorme.

4 But I have told you these things so
that when the time comes, you may re-
member that I told you about them. I
didn’t tell you these things from the be-
ginning, because I was with you.

5 But now I am going to him who sent
me, andnoneofyouasksme, ‘Whereare
you going?’

6 But because I have told you these
things, sorrow has filled your heart.

7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth: It
is to your advantage that I go away; for
if I don’t go away, the Counsellor won’t
come to you. But if I go, I will send him
to you.

8 When he has come, he will convict
the world about sin, about righteous-
ness, and about judgement;

9about sin, because they don’t believe
inme;

10 about righteousness, because I am
going to my Father, and you won’t see
me anymore;

11 about judgement, because the
prince of this world has been judged.

12 “I still have many things to tell you,
but you can’t bear themnow.

13 However, when he, the Spirit of
truth, has come, he will guide you into
all truth, for he will not speak from
himself; but whatever he hears, he will
speak. Hewill declare to you things that
are coming.

14 He will glorify me, for he will take
from what is mine and will declare it to
you.

15 All things that the Father has are
mine; therefore I said that he takes‡ of
mine andwill declare it to you.

* 15:20: John 13:16 * 15:25: Psalms 35:19; 69:4 † 15:26: Greek Parakletos: Counsellor, Helper, Advocate,
Intercessor, and Comforter. † 16:3: TR adds “to you” ‡ 16:15: TR reads “will take” instead of “takes”
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16 “A little while, and you will not see
me. Again a littlewhile, and youwill see
me.”

17 Some of his disciples therefore said to
one another, “What is this that he says to us,
‘Alittlewhile, andyouwon’t seeme, and
again a littlewhile, and youwill seeme;’
and, ‘Because I go to the Father’?”

18 They said therefore, “What is this that
he says, ‘A little while’? We don’t know
what he is saying.”

19 Therefore Jesus perceived that they
wanted to askhim, andhe said to them, “Do
you enquire amongst yourselves con-
cerning this, that I said, ‘A little while,
and you won’t see me, and again a little
while, and youwill seeme’?

20 Most certainly I tell you that you
willweepand lament, but theworldwill
rejoice. You will be sorrowful, but your
sorrowwill be turned into joy.

21 A woman, when she gives birth,
has sorrow because her time has come.
But when she has delivered the child,
she doesn’t remember the anguish any
more, for the joy that a human being is
born into the world.

22Thereforeyounowhave sorrow, but
I will see you again, and your heart will
rejoice, and no one will take your joy
away from you.

23“In that day youwill askmenoques-
tions. Most certainly I tell you, what-
ever you may ask of the Father in my
name, he will give it to you.

24 Until now, you have asked nothing
in my name. Ask, and you will receive,
that your joymay bemade full.

25 “I have spoken these things to you
in figures of speech. But the time is
coming when I will no more speak to
you infigures of speech, butwill tell you
plainly about the Father.

26 In that day you will ask inmy name;
and I don’t say to you that I will pray to
the Father for you,

27 for the Father himself loves you,
because you have loved me, and have
believed that I came fromGod.

28 I came from the Father and have
come into the world. Again, I leave the
world and go to the Father.”

29His disciples said to him, “Behold, now
you are speaking plainly, and using no fig-
ures of speech.

30Nowwe know that you knowall things,
and don’t need for anyone to question you.
By thiswebelieve that you came fromGod.”

31 Jesus answered them, “Do you now
believe?

32Behold, the time is coming, yes, and
has now come, that you will be scat-
tered, everyone to his own place, and
you will leave me alone. Yet I am not
alone, because the Father is withme.

33 I have told you these things, that in
me you may have peace. In the world
you have trouble; but cheer up! I have
overcome the world.”

17
1 Jesus said these things, then lifting up

his eyes to heaven, he said, “Father, the
time has come. Glorify your Son, that
your Sonmay also glorify you;

2 even as you gave him authority over
all flesh, so hewill give eternal life to all
whom you have given him.

3 This is eternal life, that they should
know you, the only true God, and him
whom you sent, Jesus Christ.

4 I glorified you on the earth. I have
accomplished the work which you have
givenme to do.

5 Now, Father, glorify me with your
own self with the glory which I hadwith
you before the world existed.

6 “I revealed your name to the peo-
ple whom you have given me out of the
world. They were yours, and you have
given them to me. They have kept your
word.

7Now they have known that all things
whatever you have given me are from
you,

8 for the words which you have given
me I have given to them; and they re-
ceived them, and knew for sure that I
came fromyou. Theyhavebelieved that
you sentme.

9 I pray for them. I don’t pray for
the world, but for those whom you have
givenme, for they are yours.

10 All things that are mine are yours,
and yours are mine, and I am glorified
in them.

11 I amnomore in theworld, but these
are in the world, and I am coming to
you. Holy Father, keep them through
your name which you have given me,
that theymay be one, even as we are.

12While I was with them in the world,
I kept them in your name. I have kept
those whom you have given me. None
of them is lost except the son of de-
struction, that the Scripture might be
fulfilled.

13 But now I come to you, and I say
these things in the world, that theymay
havemy joymade full in themselves.

14 I have given them your word. The
world hated them because they are not
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of the world, even as I am not of the
world.

15 I pray not that you would take them
fromtheworld, but that youwouldkeep
them from the evil one.

16 They are not of the world, even as I
am not of the world.

17 Sanctify them in your truth. Your
word is truth.*

18As you sent me into the world, even
so I have sent them into the world.

19 For their sakes I sanctify myself,
that they themselves also may be sanc-
tified in truth.

20 “Not for these only do I pray, but
for those also who will believe in me
through their word,

21 that they may all be one; even as
you, Father, are in me, and I in you,
that they alsomay be one in us; that the
worldmay believe that you sentme.

22The glory which you have givenme,
I have given to them, that they may be
one, even as we are one,

23 I in them, and you in me, that they
may be perfected into one, that the
world may know that you sent me and
loved them, even as you lovedme.

24Father, I desire that they also whom
you have given me be with me where I
am, that they may see my glory which
you have given me, for you loved me
before the foundation of the world.

25 Righteous Father, the world hasn’t
known you, but I knew you; and these
knew that you sentme.

26 I made known to them your name,
and will make it known; that the love
with which you loved me may be in
them, and I in them.”

18
1When Jesus had spoken these words, he

went out with his disciples over the brook
Kidron, where there was a garden, into
which he and his disciples entered.

2 Now Judas, who betrayed him, also
knew the place, for Jesus often met there
with his disciples.

3 Judas then, having taken a detach-
ment of soldiers and officers from the chief
priests and the Pharisees, came there with
lanterns, torches, and weapons.

4 Jesus therefore, knowing all the things
that were happening to him, went out and
said to them, “Who are you looking for?”

5 They answered him, “Jesus of
Nazareth.”
Jesus said to them, “I am he.”

Judas also, who betrayed him, was stand-
ing with them.

6When therefore he said to them, “I am
he,” they went backward and fell to the
ground.

7 Again therefore he asked them, “Who
are you looking for?”
They said, “Jesus of Nazareth.”
8 Jesus answered, “I told you that I am

he. If therefore you seek me, let these
go their way,”

9 that the word might be fulfilled which
he spoke, “Of thosewhomyouhave given
me, I have lost none.”*

10Simon Peter therefore, having a sword,
drew it, struck thehighpriest’s servant, and
cut offhis right ear. The servant’s namewas
Malchus.

11 Jesus therefore said to Peter, “Put the
sword into its sheath. The cupwhich the
Father has given me, shall I not surely
drink it?”

12 So the detachment, the commanding
officer, and the officers of the Jews seized
Jesus and bound him,

13 and led him to Annas first, for he was
father-in-law to Caiaphas, who was high
priest that year.

14 Now it was Caiaphas who advised the
Jews that it was expedient that one man
should perish for the people.

15 Simon Peter followed Jesus, as did
another disciple. Now that disciple was
known to the high priest, and entered in
with Jesus into the court of the high priest;

16but Peter was standing at the door out-
side. So the other disciple, who was known
to the high priest, went out and spoke to her
who kept the door, and brought in Peter.

17 Then the maid who kept the door said
to Peter, “Are you also one of this man’s
disciples?”
He said, “I am not.”
18Now the servants and the officers were

standing there, having made a fire of coals,
for it was cold. They were warming them-
selves. Peter was with them, standing and
warming himself.

19 The high priest therefore asked Jesus
about his disciples and about his teaching.

20 Jesus answered him, “I spoke openly
to the world. I always taught in syn-
agogues and in the temple, where the
Jews always meet. I said nothing in se-
cret.

21Why do you ask me? Ask those who
have heard me what I said to them. Be-
hold, theyknowthe thingswhich I said.”

22 When he had said this, one of the of-
ficers standing by slapped Jesus with his

* 17:17: Psalms 119:142 * 18:9: John 6:39
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hand, saying, “Do you answer the high
priest like that?”

23 Jesus answered him, “If I have spoken
evil, testify of the evil; but if well, why
do you beatme?”

24Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas, the
high priest.

25 Now Simon Peter was standing and
warming himself. They said therefore to
him, “Youaren’t alsooneofhisdisciples, are
you?”
He denied it and said, “I am not.”
26 One of the servants of the high priest,

being a relative of himwhose ear Peter had
cut off, said, “Didn’t I see you in the garden
with him?”

27 Peter therefore denied it again, and
immediately the rooster crowed.

28They led Jesus therefore fromCaiaphas
into the Praetorium. It was early, and
they themselves didn’t enter into the Prae-
torium, that they might not be defiled, but
might eat the Passover.

29 Pilate therefore went out to them and
said, “What accusationdoyoubring against
this man?”

30 They answered him, “If this man
weren’t an evildoer, we wouldn’t have
delivered him up to you.”

31 Pilate therefore said to them, “Take
himyourselves, and judge himaccording to
your law.”
Therefore the Jews said to him, “It is ille-

gal for us to put anyone to death,”
32 that thewordof Jesusmightbe fulfilled,

which he spoke, signifying by what kind of
death he should die.

33 Pilate therefore entered again into the
Praetorium, called Jesus, and said to him,
“Are you the King of the Jews?”

34 Jesus answered him, “Do you say this
by yourself, or did others tell you about
me?”

35 Pilate answered, “I’m not a Jew, am
I? Your own nation and the chief priests
delivered you tome. What have you done?”

36 Jesus answered, “My Kingdom is not
of this world. If my Kingdom were
of this world, then my servants would
fight, that I wouldn’t be delivered to the
Jews. But now my Kingdom is not from
here.”

37Pilate therefore said to him, “Are you a
king then?”
Jesus answered, “You say that I am a

king. For this reason I have been born,
and for this reason I have come into the
world, that I should testify to the truth.

Everyone who is of the truth listens to
my voice.”

38Pilate said to him, “What is truth?”
When he had said this, he went out again

to the Jews, and said to them, “I findnobasis
for a charge against him.

39 But you have a custom that I should
release someone to you at the Passover.
Therefore, do youwantme to release to you
the King of the Jews?”

40 Then they all shouted again, saying,
“Not this man, but Barabbas!” Now Barab-
bas was a robber.

19
1 So Pilate then took Jesus and flogged

him.
2The soldiers twisted thorns into a crown

and put it on his head, and dressed him in a
purple garment.

3 They kept saying, “Hail, King of the
Jews!” and they kept slapping him.

4 Then Pilate went out again, and said to
them, “Behold, I bring him out to you, that
you may know that I find no basis for a
charge against him.”

5 Jesus therefore came out, wearing the
crown of thorns and the purple garment.
Pilate said to them, “Behold, the man!”

6 When therefore the chief priests and
the officers saw him, they shouted, saying,
“Crucify! Crucify!”
Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves

and crucify him, for I find no basis for a
charge against him.”

7The Jews answeredhim, “Wehave a law,
and by our law he ought to die, because he
made himself the Son of God.”

8When therefore Pilate heard this saying,
he wasmore afraid.

9 He entered into the Praetorium again,
and said to Jesus, “Where are you from?”
But Jesus gave him no answer.

10Pilate therefore said tohim, “Aren’t you
speaking tome? Don’t you know that I have
power to release you and have power to
crucify you?”

11 Jesus answered, “You would have no
power at all against me, unless it were
given to you from above. Therefore he
who delivered me to you has greater
sin.”

12 At this, Pilate was seeking to release
him, but the Jews cried out, saying, “If you
release thisman, youaren’t Caesar’s friend!
Everyonewhomakes himself a king speaks
against Caesar!”

13 When Pilate therefore heard these
words, he brought Jesus out and sat down

† 19:14: “the sixth hour”would have been 6:00 a.m. according to the Roman timekeeping system, or noon for the Jewish
timekeeping system in use, then.
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on the judgement seat at a place called “The
Pavement”, but in Hebrew, “Gabbatha.”

14Now it was the Preparation Day of the
Passover, at about the sixth hour.† He said
to the Jews, “Behold, your King!”

15They cried out, “Away with him! Away
with him! Crucify him!”
Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your

King?”
The chief priests answered, “We have no

king but Caesar!”
16 So then he delivered him to them to be

crucified. So they took Jesus and led him
away.

17 He went out, bearing his cross, to the
place called “The Place of a Skull”, which is
called in Hebrew, “Golgotha”,

18where they crucifiedhim, andwithhim
two others, on either side one, and Jesus in
themiddle.

19 Pilate wrote a title also, and put it on
the cross. There was written, “JESUS OF
NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS.”

20 Therefore many of the Jews read this
title, for theplacewhere Jesuswas crucified
was near the city; and it was written in
Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek.

21 The chief priests of the Jews therefore
said to Pilate, “Don’t write, ‘The King of
the Jews,’ but, ‘he said, “I am King of the
Jews.” ’ ”

22Pilate answered, “What I have written,
I have written.”

23 Then the soldiers, when they had cru-
cified Jesus, took his garments and made
four parts, to every soldier a part; and also
the tunic. Now the tunic was without seam,
woven from the top throughout.

24 Then they said to one another, “Let’s
not tear it, but cast lots for it to decide
whose it will be,” that the Scripture might
be fulfilled, which says,
“They partedmy garments amongst them.

They cast lots for my clothing.”*
Therefore the soldiers did these things.

25 But standing by Jesus’ cross were his
mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife
of Clopas, andMaryMagdalene.

26 Therefore when Jesus saw his mother,
and the disciple whom he loved standing
there, he said to his mother, “Woman, be-
hold, your son!”

27 Then he said to the disciple, “Behold,
your mother!” From that hour, the disci-
ple took her to his own home.

28After this, Jesus, seeing‡ that all things
werenowfinished, that the Scripturemight
be fulfilled, said, “I am thirsty!”

29 Now a vessel full of vinegar was set
there; so they put a sponge full of the vine-
gar on hyssop, and held it at his mouth.

30When Jesus therefore had received the
vinegar, he said, “It is finished!” Then he
bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

31 Therefore the Jews, because it was
the Preparation Day, so that the bodies
wouldn’t remain on the cross on the Sab-
bath (for that Sabbath was a special one),
asked of Pilate that their legs might be bro-
ken and that theymight be taken away.

32Therefore the soldiers came and broke
the legs of thefirst andof the otherwhowas
crucified with him;

33 but when they came to Jesus and saw
that he was already dead, they didn’t break
his legs.

34However, oneof the soldierspiercedhis
side with a spear, and immediately blood
andwater came out.

35He who has seen has testified, and his
testimony is true. He knows that he tells the
truth, that youmay believe.

36 For these things happened that the
Scripture might be fulfilled, “A bone of him
will not be broken.”*

37 Again another Scripture says, “They
will look on himwhom they pierced.”*

38 After these things, Joseph of Arimath-
aea, being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly
for fear of the Jews, asked of Pilate that he
might take away Jesus’ body. Pilate gave
him permission. He came therefore and
took away his body.

39Nicodemus, who at first came to Jesus
by night, also came bringing a mixture of
myrrh and aloes, about a hundred Roman
pounds.§

40So they took Jesus’body, andbound it in
linen clothswith the spices, as the customof
the Jews is to bury.

41 Now in the place where he was cruci-
fied there was a garden. In the garden was
a new tomb in which no man had ever yet
been laid.

42Then, because of the Jews’ Preparation
Day (for the tomb was near at hand), they
laid Jesus there.

20
1Now on the first day of the week, Mary

Magdalene went early, while it was still
dark, to the tomb, and saw that the stone
had been taken away from the tomb.

2 Therefore she ran and came to Simon
Peter and to the other disciple whom Jesus
loved, and said to them, “They have taken

* 19:24: Psalms 22:18 ‡ 19:28: NU, TR read “knowing” instead of “seeing” * 19:36: Exodus 12:46; Numbers 9:12;

Psalms 34:20 * 19:37: Zechariah 12:10 § 19:39: 100 Roman pounds of 12 ounces each, or about 72 pounds, or 33
Kilograms.
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away theLord out of the tomb, andwedon’t
knowwhere they have laid him!”

3 Therefore Peter and the other disciple
went out, and they went towards the tomb.

4They both ran together. The other disci-
ple outran Peter and came to the tomb first.

5 Stooping and looking in, he saw the
linen cloths lying there; yet he didn’t enter
in.

6 Then Simon Peter came, following him,
and entered into the tomb. He saw the linen
cloths lying,

7and the cloth that had been on his head,
not lyingwith the linen cloths, but rolled up
in a place by itself.

8So then the other disciplewho camefirst
to the tomb also entered in, and he saw and
believed.

9 For as yet they didn’t know the Scrip-
ture, that hemust rise from the dead.

10 So the disciples went away again to
their own homes.

11 But Mary was standing outside at the
tomb weeping. So as she wept, she stooped
and looked into the tomb,

12and she saw two angels inwhite sitting,
one at the head and one at the feet, where
the body of Jesus had lain.

13 They asked her, “Woman, why are you
weeping?”
She said to them, “Because they have

taken away my Lord, and I don’t know
where they have laid him.”

14 When she had said this, she turned
around and saw Jesus standing, and didn’t
know that it was Jesus.

15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are
youweeping? Whoareyoulooking for?”
She, supposing him to be the gardener,

said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him
away, tell mewhere you have laid him, and
I will take him away.”

16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.”
She turned and said to him, “Rabboni!”†

which is to say, “Teacher!”‡
17 Jesus said to her, “Don’t holdme, for I

haven’t yet ascended to my Father; but
go to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am
ascending tomyFatherandyourFather,
tomy God and your God.’ ”

18 Mary Magdalene came and told the
disciples that she had seen the Lord, and
that he had said these things to her.

19When therefore it was evening on that
day, the first day of the week, and when the
doorswere lockedwhere the discipleswere
assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came
and stood in the middle and said to them,
“Peace be to you.”

20Whenhehad said this, he showed them
his hands and his side. The disciples there-
fore were glad when they saw the Lord.

21 Jesus therefore said to them again,
“Peace be to you. As the Father has sent
me, even so I send you.”

22When he had said this, he breathed on
them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy
Spirit!

23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, they
have been forgiven them. If you retain
anyone’s sins, theyhavebeen retained.”

24 But Thomas, one of the twelve, called
Didymus,§ wasn’t with them when Jesus
came.

25 The other disciples therefore said to
him, “We have seen the Lord!”
But he said to them, “Unless I see in his

hands the print of the nails, put my finger
into the print of the nails, and put my hand
into his side, I will not believe.”

26 After eight days, again his disciples
were inside and Thomas was with them.
Jesus came, the doors being locked, and
stood in the middle, and said, “Peace be to
you.”

27 Then he said to Thomas, “Reach here
your finger, and see my hands. Reach
here your hand, and put it into my side.
Don’t be unbelieving, but believing.”

28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and
my God!”

29 Jesus said to him, “Because you have
seen me,† you have believed. Blessed
are those who have not seen and have
believed.”

30Therefore Jesusdidmanyother signs in
the presence of his disciples, which are not
written in this book;

31 but these are written that you may be-
lieve that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,
and that believing you may have life in his
name.

21
1 After these things, Jesus revealed him-

self again to the disciples at the sea of
Tiberias. He revealed himself this way.

2 Simon Peter, Thomas called Didymus,†
Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, and the sons
of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples
were together.

3 Simon Peter said to them, “I’m going
fishing.”
They told him, “We are also coming with

you.” They immediately went out and en-
tered into the boat. That night, they caught
nothing.

† 20:16: Rabboni is a transliteration of the Hebrew word for “great teacher.” ‡ 20:16: or, Master § 20:24: or,
Twin † 20:29: TR adds “Thomas,” † 21:2: or, Twin
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4 But when day had already come, Jesus
stood on the beach; yet the disciples didn’t
know that it was Jesus.

5 Jesus therefore said to them, “Children,
have you anything to eat?”
They answered him, “No.”
6 He said to them, “Cast the net on the

right side of the boat, and you will find
some.”
They cast it therefore, and now they

weren’t able to draw it in for the multitude
of fish.

7 That disciple therefore whom Jesus
loved said to Peter, “It’s the Lord!”
SowhenSimonPeterheard that itwas the

Lord, he wrapped his coat around himself
(for he was naked), and threw himself into
the sea.

8But the other disciples came in the little
boat (for they were not far from the land,
but about two hundred cubits‡ away), drag-
ging the net full of fish.

9 So when they got out on the land, they
sawafire of coals there,withfish andbread
laid on it.

10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the
fishwhich you have just caught.”

11 Simon Peter went up, and drew the net
to land, full of one hundred and fifty-three
great fish. Even though therewere somany,
the net wasn’t torn.

12 Jesus said to them, “Come and eat
breakfast!”
None of the disciples dared enquire of

him, “Who are you?” knowing that it was
the Lord.

13 Then Jesus came and took the bread,
gave it to them, and the fish likewise.

14This isnowthe third time that Jesuswas
revealed to his disciples after he had risen
from the dead.

15Sowhen theyhadeaten their breakfast,
Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of
Jonah,doyoulovememorethanthese?”
He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that

I have affection for you.”
He said to him, “Feedmy lambs.”
16 He said to him again a second time,

“Simon, son of Jonah, do you loveme?”
He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that

I have affection for you.”
He said to him, “Tendmy sheep.”
17He said to him the third time, “Simon,

son of Jonah, do you have affection for
me?”
Peter was grieved because he asked him

the third time, “Do you have affection for
me?” He said to him, “Lord, you know

everything. You know that I have affection
for you.”
Jesus said to him, “Feedmy sheep.
18Most certainly I tell you, when you

were young, you dressed yourself and
walked where you wanted to. But when
you are old, you will stretch out your
hands, and another will dress you and
carry youwhere you don’t want to go.”

19 Now he said this, signifying by what
kind of death he would glorify God. When
he had said this, he said to him, “Follow
me.”

20 Then Peter, turning around, saw a dis-
ciple following. Thiswas the disciplewhom
Jesus loved, the onewho had also leaned on
Jesus’ chest at the supper and asked, “Lord,
who is going to betray you?”

21 Peter, seeing him, said to Jesus, “Lord,
what about this man?”

22 Jesus said to him, “If I desire that he
stay until I come, what is that to you?
You followme.”

23This saying thereforewentoutamongst
thebrothers§ that thisdisciplewouldn’t die.
Yet Jesus didn’t say to him that he wouldn’t
die, but, “If I desire that he stay until I
come, what is that to you?”

24 This is the disciple who testifies about
these things, and wrote these things. We
know that his witness is true.

25Therearealsomanyother thingswhich
Jesus did, which if they would all be writ-
ten, I suppose that even the world itself
wouldn’t have room for the books that
would be written.

‡ 21:8: 200 cubits is about 100 yards or about 91metres § 21:23: Theword for “brothers” heremay be also correctly
translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”
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The Acts of the Apostles
1 The first book I wrote, Theophilus, con-

cerned all that Jesus beganboth to do and to
teach,

2 until the day in which he was re-
ceived up, after he had given command-
ment through theHoly Spirit to the apostles
whom he had chosen.

3 To these he also showed himself alive
after he suffered, by many proofs, appear-
ing to them over a period of forty days and
speaking about God’s Kingdom.

4 Being assembled together with them,
he commanded them, “Don’t depart from
Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of
the Father, which you heard fromme.

5 For John indeed baptised in water,
but you will be baptised in the Holy
Spirit notmany days from now.”

6 Therefore, when they had come to-
gether, they asked him, “Lord, are you now
restoring the kingdom to Israel?”

7 He said to them, “It isn’t for you to
know times or seasonswhich the Father
has set within his own authority.

8But you will receive power when the
Holy Spirit has come upon you. You
will be witnesses to me in Jerusalem, in
all Judea and Samaria, and to the utter-
most parts of the earth.”

9When he had said these things, as they
were looking, he was taken up, and a cloud
received him out of their sight.

10 While they were looking steadfastly
into the sky as he went, behold,† two men
stood by them in white clothing,

11who also said, “Youmen of Galilee, why
do you stand looking into the sky? This
Jesus, who was received up from you into
the sky, will come back in the same way as
you saw him going into the sky.”

12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from
the mountain called Olivet, which is near
Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away.

13 When they had come in, they went
up into the upper room where they were
staying, that is Peter, John, James, Andrew,
Philip, Thomas, Bartholomew, Matthew,
James the son of Alphaeus, Simon the
Zealot, and Judas the son of James.

14 All these with one accord continued
steadfastly in prayer and supplication,
alongwith thewomenandMary themother
of Jesus, and with his brothers.

15 In these days, Peter stood up in the
middle of the disciples (and the number of

nameswasaboutonehundredand twenty),
and said,

16 “Brothers, it was necessary that this
Scripture should be fulfilled, which the
Holy Spirit spoke before by the mouth of
David concerning Judas, who was guide to
those who took Jesus.

17 For he was counted with us, and re-
ceived his portion in this ministry.

18 Now this man obtained a field with
the reward for his wickedness; and falling
headlong, his body burst open and all his
intestines gushed out.

19 It became known to everyone who
lived in Jerusalem that in their language
thatfieldwas called ‘Akeldama,’ that is, ‘The
field of blood.’

20For it is written in the book of Psalms,
‘Let his habitation bemade desolate.

Let no one dwell in it;’*
and,

‘Let another take his office.’*
21“Of themen thereforewhohaveaccom-

panied us all the time that the Lord Jesus
went in and out amongst us,

22 beginning from the baptism of John to
the day that he was received up from us, of
these onemust become awitnesswith us of
his resurrection.”

23 They put forward two: Joseph called
Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and
Matthias.

24 They prayed and said, “You, Lord, who
know thehearts of allmen, showwhich one
of these two you have chosen

25 to take part in this ministry and apos-
tleship from which Judas fell away, that he
might go to his own place.”

26They drew lots for them, and the lot fell
on Matthias; and he was counted with the
eleven apostles.

2
1 Now when the day of Pentecost had

come, they were all with one accord in one
place.

2 Suddenly there came from the sky a
sound like the rushing of a mighty wind,
and it filled all the house where they were
sitting.

3 Tongues like fire appeared and were
distributed to them, and one sat on each of
them.

4 They were all filled with the Holy Spirit
andbegan to speakwithother languages, as
the Spirit gave them the ability to speak.

5 Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem
Jews, devoutmen, fromevery nation under
the sky.

† 1:10: “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
* 1:20: Psalms 69:25 * 1:20: Psalms 109:8
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6When this sound was heard, the multi-
tude came together and were bewildered,
because everyone heard them speaking in
his own language.

7 They were all amazed and marvelled,
saying to one another, “Behold, aren’t all
these who speak Galileans?

8 How do we hear, everyone in our own
native language?

9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and peo-
ple from Mesopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia,
Pontus, Asia,

10Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, the parts of
Libya around Cyrene, visitors from Rome,
both Jews and proselytes,

11 Cretans and Arabians—we hear them
speaking in our languages the mighty
works of God!”

12 They were all amazed and were per-
plexed, saying to one another, “What does
this mean?”

13Others, mocking, said, “They are filled
with newwine.”

14But Peter, standing up with the eleven,
lifted up his voice and spoke out to them,
“You men of Judea and all you who dwell
at Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and
listen to mywords.

15 For these aren’t drunken, as you sup-
pose, seeing it is only the third hour of the
day.†

16 But this is what has been spoken
through the prophet Joel:
17 ‘It will be in the last days, says God,

that Iwill pouroutmySpirit onallflesh.
Your sons and your daughters will proph-

esy.
Your youngmenwill see visions.
Your old menwill dream dreams.

18Yes, and onmy servants and onmy hand-
maidens in those days,

I will pour out my Spirit, and they will
prophesy.

19 I will showwonders in the sky above,
and signs on the earth beneath:
blood, and fire, and billows of smoke.

20The sunwill be turned into darkness,
and themoon into blood,
before the great and glorious day of the
Lord comes.

21 It will be that whoever will call on the
name of the Lord will be saved.’*

22 “Men of Israel, hear these words! Jesus
of Nazareth, aman approved by God to you
by mighty works and wonders and signs
whichGoddid byhimamongst you, even as
you yourselves know,

23 him, being delivered up by the deter-
mined counsel and foreknowledge of God,

you have taken by the hand of lawlessmen,
crucified and killed;

24whomGod raised up, having freed him
from the agony of death, because it was not
possible that he should be held by it.

25For David says concerning him,
‘I saw the Lord always before my face,

for he is onmy right hand, that I should
not bemoved.

26 Therefore my heart was glad, and my
tongue rejoiced.

Moreover my flesh also will dwell in
hope,

27 because you will not leave my soul in
Hades,‡

neitherwill you allowyourHolyOne to
see decay.

28Youmade known tome the ways of life.
You will make me full of gladness with
your presence.’*

29 “Brothers, I may tell you freely of the
patriarch David, that he both died and was
buried, and his tomb is with us to this day.

30Therefore, being a prophet, and know-
ing that God had swornwith an oath to him
that of the fruit of his body, according to the
flesh, hewould raise up the Christ§ to sit on
his throne,

31he foreseeing this, spoke about the res-
urrection of the Christ, that his soul wasn’t
left inHades,† andhis flesh didn’t see decay.

32 This Jesus God raised up, to which we
all are witnesses.

33 Being therefore exalted by the right
hand of God, and having received from the
Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he
has poured out this which you now see and
hear.

34 For David didn’t ascend into the heav-
ens, but he says himself,
‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit by my right

hand
35until Imake your enemies a footstool
for your feet.” ’*

36 “Let all the house of Israel therefore
knowcertainly thatGodhasmadehimboth
Lord and Christ, this Jesuswhomyou cruci-
fied.”

37 Now when they heard this, they were
cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the
rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall
we do?”

38Peter said to them, “Repent and be bap-
tised, every one of you, in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of sins, and you
will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

39 For the promise is to you and to your
children, and to all who are far off, even

† 2:15: about 9:00 a.m. * 2:21: Joel 2:28-32 ‡ 2:27: or, Hell * 2:28: Psalms 16:8-11 § 2:30: “Christ” means

“Anointed One”. † 2:31: or, Hell * 2:35: Psalms 110:1
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as many as the Lord our God will call to
himself.”

40Withmanyotherwordshe testifiedand
exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves
from this crooked generation!”

41 Then those who gladly received his
wordwerebaptised. Therewereadded that
day about three thousand souls.

42They continued steadfastly in the apos-
tles’ teaching and fellowship, in the break-
ing of bread, and prayer.

43 Fear came on every soul, and many
wonders and signs were done through the
apostles.

44 All who believed were together, and
had all things in common.

45 They sold their possessions and goods,
and distributed them to all, according as
anyone had need.

46Day by day, continuing steadfastlywith
one accord in the temple, and breaking
bread at home, they took their food with
gladness and singleness of heart,

47praisingGodandhaving favourwithall
the people. The Lord added to the assembly
day by day those whowere being saved.

3
1 Peter and John were going up into the

temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth
hour.†

2 A certain man who was lame from his
mother’s womb was being carried, whom
they laid daily at the door of the temple
which is called Beautiful, to ask gifts for the
needy of thosewhoentered into the temple.

3 Seeing Peter and John about to go into
the temple, he asked to receive gifts for the
needy.

4 Peter, fastening his eyes on him, with
John, said, “Look at us.”

5He listened to them, expecting to receive
something from them.

6But Peter said, “I have no silver or gold,
but what I have, that I give you. In the
nameof JesusChrist ofNazareth, get upand
walk!”

7He tookhimby the righthandandraised
him up. Immediately his feet and his ankle
bones received strength.

8Leaping up, he stood and began towalk.
Heenteredwith theminto the temple,walk-
ing, leaping, and praising God.

9 All the people saw him walking and
praising God.

10 They recognised him, that it was he
who used to sit begging for gifts for the
needy at the Beautiful Gate of the temple.

They were filled with wonder and amaze-
ment at what had happened to him.

11As the lame man who was healed held
on to Peter and John, all the people ran
together to them in the porch that is called
Solomon’s, greatly wondering.

12When Peter saw it, he responded to the
people, “Youmenof Israel,whydoyoumar-
vel at this man? Why do you fasten your
eyes on us, as though by our own power or
godliness we hadmade himwalk?

13 The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,
the God of our fathers, has glorified his
Servant Jesus, whom you delivered up and
denied in the presence of Pilate, when he
had determined to release him.

14But you denied the Holy and Righteous
One and asked for amurderer to be granted
to you,

15and killed the Prince of life, whom God
raised from the dead, to which we are wit-
nesses.

16 By faith in his name, his name has
made this man strong, whom you see and
know. Yes, the faith which is through him
has given him this perfect soundness in the
presence of you all.

17 “Now, brothers,‡ I know that you did
this in ignorance, as did also your rulers.

18 But the things which God announced
by themouth of all his prophets, that Christ
should suffer, he thus fulfilled.

19 “Repent therefore, and turn again, that
your sins may be blotted out, so that there
may come times of refreshing from the
presence of the Lord,

20and that hemay send Christ Jesus, who
was ordained for you before,

21 whom heaven must receive until the
times of restoration of all things, whichGod
spoke long ago by the mouth of his holy
prophets.

22 For Moses indeed said to the fathers,
‘The Lord God will raise up a prophet for
you from amongst your brothers, like me.
Youshall listen tohiminall thingswhatever
he says to you.

23 Itwill be that every soul thatwill not lis-
ten to that prophetwill be utterly destroyed
from amongst the people.’*

24 Yes, and all the prophets from Samuel
and those who followed after, as many as
have spoken, also told of these days.

25 You are the children of the prophets,
and of the covenant which God made with
our fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘All the
families of the earthwill beblessed through
your offspring.’§*

† 3:1: 3:00 p.m. ‡ 3:17: The word for “brothers” here may be also correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or

“siblings.” * 3:23: Deuteronomy 18:15,18-19 § 3:25: or, seed * 3:25: Genesis 22:18; 26:4
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26God, having raiseduphis servant Jesus,
sent him to you first to bless you, in turning
away every one of you from your wicked-
ness.”

4
1 As they spoke to the people, the priests

and the captain of the temple and the Sad-
ducees came to them,

2beingupset because they taught thepeo-
ple and proclaimed in Jesus the resurrec-
tion from the dead.

3 They laid hands on them, and put them
in custody until the next day, for it was now
evening.

4 But many of those who heard the word
believed, and the number of the men came
to be about five thousand.

5 In the morning, their rulers, elders,
and scribes were gathered together in
Jerusalem.

6 Annas the high priest was there, with
Caiaphas, John, Alexander, and as many as
were relatives of the high priest.

7 When they had stood Peter and John
in the middle of them, they enquired, “By
what power, or in what name, have you
done this?”

8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit,
said to them, “You rulers of the people and
elders of Israel,

9 if we are examined today concerning a
good deed done to a crippled man, by what
means this man has been healed,

10may it beknown toyouall, and toall the
people of Israel, that in the name of Jesus
Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified,
whom God raised from the dead, this man
stands here before you whole in him.

11He is ‘the stone which was regarded as
worthless by you, the builders, which has
become the head of the corner.’*

12 There is salvation in no one else, for
there is no other nameunder heaven that is
given amongst men, by which we must be
saved!”

13 Now when they saw the boldness of
Peter and John, andhadperceived that they
were unlearned and ignorant men, they
marvelled. They recognised that they had
been with Jesus.

14 Seeing the man who was healed stand-
ing with them, they could say nothing
against it.

15 But when they had commanded them
togoasideoutof the council, theyconferred
amongst themselves,

16saying, “What shallwedo to thesemen?
Because indeed a notable miracle has been

done through them, as can be plainly seen
by all who dwell in Jerusalem, andwe can’t
deny it.

17 But so that this spreads no further
amongst the people, let’s threaten them,
that from now on they don’t speak to any-
one in this name.”

18 They called them, and commanded
them not to speak at all nor teach in the
name of Jesus.

19 But Peter and John answered them,
“Whether it is right in the sight of God to
listen to you rather than to God, judge for
yourselves,

20 for we can’t help telling the things
which we saw and heard.”

21 When they had further threatened
them, they let them go, finding no way to
punish them, because of the people; for
everyone glorified God for that which was
done.

22 For the man on whom this miracle
of healing was performed was more than
forty years old.

23 Being let go, they came to their own
company and reported all that the chief
priests and the elders had said to them.

24When they heard it, they lifted up their
voice to God with one accord and said, “O
Lord, you are God, who made the heaven,
the earth, the sea, and all that is in them;

25 who by the mouth of your servant
David, said,
‘Why do the nations rage,

and the peoples plot a vain thing?
26The kings of the earth take a stand,

and the rulers plot together,
against the Lord, and against his
Christ.’†*

27 “For truly,‡ both Herod and Pontius
Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of
Israel, were gathered together against your
holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed,

28 to do whatever your hand and your
counsel foreordained to happen.

29 Now, Lord, look at their threats, and
grant to your servants to speak your word
with all boldness,

30while you stretchout yourhand toheal;
and that signs and wonders may be done
through the name of your holy Servant Je-
sus.”

31 When they had prayed, the place was
shakenwhere theywere gathered together.
Theywereall filledwith theHoly Spirit, and
they spoke the word of God with boldness.

32 The multitude of those who believed
were of one heart and soul. Not one of them
claimed that anything of the things which

* 4:11: Psalms 118:22 † 4:26: Christ (Greek) and Messiah (Hebrew) both mean Anointed One. * 4:26: Psalms
2:1-2 ‡ 4:27: nu adds “in this city,”
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he possessed was his own, but they had all
things in common.

33 With great power, the apostles gave
their testimony of the resurrection of the
Lord Jesus. Great grace was on them all.

34 For neither was there amongst them
any who lacked, for as many as were own-
ers of lands or houses sold them, and
brought the proceeds of the things that
were sold,

35 and laid them at the apostles’ feet; and
distributionwasmade to each, accordingas
anyone had need.

36 Joses, who by the apostles was also
called Barnabas (which is, being inter-
preted, Son of Encouragement), a Levite, a
man of Cyprus by race,

37 having a field, sold it and brought the
money and laid it at the apostles’ feet.

5
1But a certain man named Ananias, with

Sapphira his wife, sold a possession,
2 and kept back part of the price, his wife

also being aware of it, then brought a cer-
tain part and laid it at the apostles’ feet.

3But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan
filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and
to keep back part of the price of the land?

4While you kept it, didn’t it remain your
own? After it was sold, wasn’t it in your
power? How is it that you have conceived
this thing in your heart? You haven’t lied to
men, but to God.”

5Ananias, hearing thesewords, fell down
and died. Great fear came on all who heard
these things.

6The youngmen arose andwrapped him
up, and they carried him out and buried
him.

7 About three hours later, his wife, not
knowing what had happened, came in.

8 Peter answered her, “Tell me whether
you sold the land for somuch.”
She said, “Yes, for so much.”
9 But Peter asked her, “How is it that you

have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of
the Lord? Behold, the feet of those who
have buried your husband are at the door,
and they will carry you out.”

10 She fell down immediately at his feet
and died. The young men came in and
found her dead, and they carried her out
and buried her by her husband.

11Great fear cameon thewhole assembly,
and on all who heard these things.

12 By the hands of the apostles many
signs and wonders were done amongst the
people. They were all with one accord in
Solomon’s porch.

13 None of the rest dared to join them;
however, the people honoured them.

14More believerswere added to the Lord,
multitudes of bothmen andwomen.

15 They even carried out the sick into
the streets and laid them on cots and mat-
tresses, so that as Peter came by, at least his
shadowmight overshadow some of them.

16Themultitude also came together from
the cities around Jerusalem, bringing sick
people and those who were tormented by
unclean spirits; and they were all healed.

17But thehighpriest roseup, andall those
who were with him (which is the sect of
the Sadducees), and they were filled with
jealousy

18and laidhands on the apostles, thenput
them in public custody.

19 But an angel of the Lord opened the
prison doors by night, and brought them
out and said,

20“Gostandandspeak in the temple to the
people all the words of this life.”

21Whentheyheard this, theyentered into
the temple about daybreak and taught. But
the high priest and those who were with
him came and called the council together,
with all the senate of the children of Israel,
andsent to theprison tohave thembrought.

22 But the officers who came didn’t find
them in the prison. They returned and
reported,

23 “We found the prison shut and locked,
and the guards standing before the doors,
but when we opened them, we found no
one inside!”

24 Now when the high priest, the cap-
tain of the temple, and the chief priests
heard these words, they were very per-
plexed about them andwhatmight become
of this.

25 One came and told them, “Behold, the
men whom you put in prison are in the
temple, standing and teaching the people.”

26 Then the captain went with the offi-
cers, and brought them without violence,
for they were afraid that the people might
stone them.

27When they had brought them, they set
them before the council. The high priest
questioned them,

28 saying, “Didn’t we strictly command
you not to teach in this name? Behold, you
have filled Jerusalem with your teaching,
and intend to bring thisman’s blood on us.”

29 But Peter and the apostles answered,
“Wemust obey God rather thanmen.

30 The God of our fathers raised up Jesus,
whom you killed, hanging him on a tree.

31God exalted him with his right hand to
be a Prince and a Saviour, to give repen-
tance to Israel, and remission of sins.
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32 We are his witnesses of these things;
and so also is theHoly Spirit, whomGodhas
given to those who obey him.”

33 But they, when they heard this, were
cut to theheart, andweredetermined tokill
them.

34 But one stood up in the council, a
Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the
law, honoured by all the people, and com-
manded to put the apostles out for a little
while.

35He said to them, “You men of Israel, be
careful concerning thesemen,whatyouare
about to do.

36 For before these days Theudas rose
up, making himself out to be somebody; to
whom a number of men, about four hun-
dred, joined themselves. He was slain; and
all, as many as obeyed him, were dispersed
and came to nothing.

37 After this man, Judas of Galilee rose
up in the days of the enrolment, and drew
away some people after him. He also per-
ished, and all, asmany as obeyed him,were
scattered abroad.

38 Now I tell you, withdraw from these
men and leave them alone. For if this
counsel or this work is of men, it will be
overthrown.

39But if it is of God, youwill not be able to
overthrow it, and youwould be found even
to be fighting against God!”

40They agreedwith him. Summoning the
apostles, they beat them and commanded
them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and
let them go.

41They therefore departed from the pres-
ence of the council, rejoicing that theywere
counted worthy to suffer dishonour for Je-
sus’ name.

42 Every day, in the temple and at home,
they never stopped teaching and preaching
Jesus, the Christ.

6
1 Now in those days, when the number

of the disciples was multiplying, a com-
plaint arose from the Hellenists† against
the Hebrews, because their widows were
neglected in the daily service.

2 The twelve summoned the multitude of
the disciples and said, “It is not appropriate
for us to forsake the word of God and serve
tables.

3 Therefore, select from amongst you,
brothers, seven men of good report, full of
the Holy Spirit and of wisdom, whom we
may appoint over this business.

4 But we will continue steadfastly in
prayer and in theministry of the word.”

5 These words pleased the whole multi-
tude. They chose Stephen, a man full of
faith and of the Holy Spirit, Philip, Procho-
rus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nico-
laus, a proselyte of Antioch,

6 whom they set before the apostles.
When they had prayed, they laid their
hands on them.

7ThewordofGod increasedand thenum-
ber of the disciples greatly multiplied in
Jerusalem. A great company of the priests
were obedient to the faith.

8 Stephen, full of faith and power, per-
formed great wonders and signs amongst
the people.

9 But some of those who were of the
synagogue called “The Libertines”, and of
the Cyrenians, of the Alexandrians, and of
those of Cilicia and Asia arose, disputing
with Stephen.

10Theyweren’t able towithstand thewis-
dom and the Spirit by which he spoke.

11Then they secretly induced men to say,
“We have heard him speak blasphemous
words against Moses and God.”

12 They stirred up the people, the elders,
and the scribes, and came against him and
seizedhim, thenbroughthim in to thecoun-
cil,

13 and set up false witnesses who said,
“This man never stops speaking blasphe-
mous words against this holy place and the
law.

14 For we have heard him say that this
Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place,
and will change the customs which Moses
delivered to us.”

15 All who sat in the council, fastening
their eyesonhim, sawhis face like itwas the
face of an angel.

7
1 The high priest said, “Are these things

so?”
2 He said, “Brothers and fathers, listen.

The God of glory appeared to our father
Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia,
before he lived in Haran,

3andsaid tohim, ‘Getoutof your landand
away from your relatives, and come into a
land which I will show you.’*

4 Then he came out of the land of the
Chaldaeansand lived inHaran. Fromthere,
when his father was dead, God moved him
into this land where you are now living.

5He gave him no inheritance in it, no, not
so much as to set his foot on. He promised
that hewould give it tohim for apossession,

† 6:1: TheHellenists usedGreek language and culture, even though theywere also ofHebrewdescent. * 7:3: Genesis
12:1
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and to his offspring after him, when he still
had no child.

6God spoke in this way: that his offspring
would live as aliens in a strange land, and
that theywouldbe enslavedandmistreated
for four hundred years.

7 ‘Iwill judge thenation towhich theywill
be inbondage,’ saidGod, ‘andafter that they
will come out and serveme in this place.’*

8 He gave him the covenant of circum-
cision. So Abraham became the father of
Isaac, and circumcised him the eighth day.
Isaac became the father of Jacob, and Jacob
became the father of the twelve patriarchs.

9 “The patriarchs, moved with jealousy
against Joseph, sold him into Egypt. God
was with him

10 and delivered him out of all his afflic-
tions, and gave him favour and wisdom
before Pharaoh, king of Egypt. He made
him governor over Egypt and all his house.

11Now a famine came over all the land of
Egypt and Canaan, and great affliction. Our
fathers found no food.

12 But when Jacob heard that there was
grain in Egypt, he sent out our fathers the
first time.

13 On the second time Joseph was made
known to his brothers, and Joseph’s family
was revealed to Pharaoh.

14 Joseph sent and summoned Jacob his
father and all his relatives, seventy-five
souls.

15 Jacob went down into Egypt and he
died, himself and our fathers;

16 and they were brought back to
Shechem and laid in the tomb that
Abraham bought for a price in silver from
the children of Hamor of Shechem.

17 “But as the time of the promise came
closewhichGodhadsworn toAbraham, the
people grew andmultiplied in Egypt,

18 until there arose a different king who
didn’t know Joseph.

19 The same took advantage of our race
and mistreated our fathers, and forced
them to abandon their babies, so that they
wouldn’t stay alive.

20 At that time Moses was born, and
was exceedingly handsome to God. He
was nourished three months in his father’s
house.

21 When he was abandoned, Pharaoh’s
daughter took him up and reared him as
her own son.

22Moseswas instructed in all thewisdom
of the Egyptians. He was mighty in his
words and works.

23 But when he was forty years old, it
came intohis heart to visit his brothers,† the
children of Israel.

24 Seeing one of them suffer wrong, he
defended him and avenged him who was
oppressed, striking the Egyptian.

25 He supposed that his brothers under-
stood that God, by his hand, was giving
them deliverance; but they didn’t under-
stand.

26 “The day following, he appeared to
them as they fought, and urged them to be
at peace again, saying, ‘Sirs, you are broth-
ers. Why do youwrong one another?’

27 But he who did his neighbour wrong
pushed him away, saying, ‘Who made you
a ruler and a judge over us?

28Do youwant to kill me as you killed the
Egyptian yesterday?’*

29Moses fled at this saying, and became
a stranger in the land of Midian, where he
became the father of two sons.

30 “When forty years were fulfilled, an
angel of the Lord appeared to him in the
wilderness ofMount Sinai, in a flame of fire
in a bush.

31WhenMoses saw it, hewondered at the
sight. As he came close to see, the voice of
the Lord came to him,

32 ‘I am the God of your fathers: the God
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God
of Jacob.’* Moses trembled and dared not
look.

33 The Lord said to him, ‘Take off your
sandals, for the place where you stand is
holy ground.

34 I have surely seen the affliction of my
people who are in Egypt, and have heard
their groaning. I have come down to de-
liver them. Now come, I will send you into
Egypt.’*

35 “This Moses whom they refused, say-
ing, ‘Who made you a ruler and a judge?’—
Godhas senthimasbotha ruler andadeliv-
erer by the hand of the angelwho appeared
to him in the bush.

36 This man led them out, having worked
wonders and signs in Egypt, in the Red Sea,
and in the wilderness for forty years.

37 This is that Moses who said to the chil-
dren of Israel, ‘The Lord our God will raise
up a prophet for you from amongst your
brothers, like me.’‡*

38 This is he who was in the assembly in
the wilderness with the angel that spoke to
him on Mount Sinai, and with our fathers,

* 7:7: Genesis 15:13-14 † 7:23: The word for “brothers” here and where the context allows may be also correctly

translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” * 7:28: Exodus 2:14 * 7:32: Exodus 3:6 * 7:34: Exodus 3:5,7-8,10
‡ 7:37: TR adds “You shall listen to him.” * 7:37: Deuteronomy 18:15
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who received living revelations to give to
us,

39 to whom our fathers wouldn’t be obe-
dient, but rejected him and turned back in
their hearts to Egypt,

40 saying to Aaron, ‘Make us gods thatwill
go before us, for as for this Moses who led
us out of the land of Egypt, we don’t know
what has become of him.’*

41 They made a calf in those days, and
brought a sacrifice to the idol, and rejoiced
in the works of their hands.

42ButGod turned away and gave themup
to serve the army of the sky,§ as it is written
in the book of the prophets,
‘Did you offer to me slain animals and sac-

rifices
forty years in the wilderness, O house
of Israel?

43You took up the tabernacle of Moloch,
the star of your god Rephan,

the figures which youmade to worship,
so I will carry you away* beyond Baby-
lon.’

44 “Our fathers had the tabernacle of the
testimony in thewilderness, evenashewho
spoke to Moses commanded him to make it
according to the pattern that he had seen;

45 which also our fathers, in their turn,
brought in with Joshua when they entered
into the possession of the nations whom
Goddrove out before the face of our fathers
to the days of David,

46who found favour in the sight of God,
and asked to find a habitation for the God
of Jacob.

47But Solomon built him a house.
48However, the Most High doesn’t dwell

in templesmadewith hands, as the prophet
says,
49 ‘heaven is my throne,

and the earth a footstool for my feet.
What kind of housewill youbuildme?’ says

the Lord.
‘Orwhat is the place of my rest?

50Didn’t my handmake all these things?’*
51 “You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in

heart and ears, you always resist the Holy
Spirit! As your fathers did, so you do.

52 Which of the prophets didn’t your fa-
thers persecute? They killed those who
foretold the comingof theRighteousOne, of
whomyouhave nowbecomebetrayers and
murderers.

53You received the law as it was ordained
by angels, and didn’t keep it!”

54 Now when they heard these things,
theywerecut to theheart, and theygnashed
at himwith their teeth.

55 But he, being full of the Holy Spirit,
looked up steadfastly into heaven and saw
the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the
right hand of God,

56 and said, “Behold, I see the heavens
opened and the Son of Man standing at the
right hand of God!”

57But they cried outwith a loud voice and
stopped their ears, then rushed at himwith
one accord.

58 They threw him out of the city and
stoned him. The witnesses placed their
garments at the feet of a youngman named
Saul.

59 They stoned Stephen as he called out,
saying, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!”

60 He knelt down and cried with a loud
voice, “Lord, don’t hold this sin against
them!” Whenhehadsaid this, he fell asleep.

8
1 Saul was consenting to his death. A

great persecution arose against the assem-
bly which was in Jerusalem in that day.
They were all scattered abroad throughout
theregionsof JudeaandSamaria, except for
the apostles.

2 Devout men buried Stephen and
lamented greatly over him.

3But Saul ravaged the assembly, entering
into everyhouseanddraggedbothmenand
women off to prison.

4 Therefore those who were scattered
abroad went around preaching the word.

5 Philip went down to the city of Samaria
and proclaimed to them the Christ.

6Themultitudes listenedwith one accord
to the things that were spoken by Philip
when they heard and saw the signs which
he did.

7 For unclean spirits came out of many
of those who had them. They came out,
crying with a loud voice. Many who had
been paralysed and lamewere healed.

8There was great joy in that city.
9 But there was a certain man, Simon

by name, who used to practise sorcery in
the city and amazed the people of Samaria,
making himself out to be some great one,

10 to whom they all listened, from the
least to the greatest, saying, “This man is
that great power of God.”

11They listened to him because for a long
time he had amazed them with his sor-
ceries.

* 7:40: Exodus 32:1 § 7:42: This idiom could also be translated “host of heaven”, or “angelic beings”, or “heavenly
bodies.” * 7:43: Amos 5:25-27 * 7:50: Isaiah 66:1-2
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12 But when they believed Philip preach-
ing good news concerning God’s Kingdom
and the name of Jesus Christ, they were
baptised, bothmen andwomen.

13 Simon himself also believed. Being
baptised, he continued with Philip. Seeing
signs and great miracles occurring, he was
amazed.

14 Now when the apostles who were at
Jerusalemheard that Samaria had received
theword of God, they sent Peter and John to
them,

15 who, when they had come down,
prayed for them, that theymight receive the
Holy Spirit;

16 for as yet hehad fallenonnoneof them.
They had only been baptised in the name of
Christ Jesus.

17Then they laid theirhandson them, and
they received the Holy Spirit.

18 Now when Simon saw that the Holy
Spiritwasgiven through the layingonof the
apostles’ hands, he offered themmoney,

19 saying, “Give me also this power, that
whomever I lay my hands on may receive
the Holy Spirit.”

20But Peter said to him, “May your silver
perish with you, because you thought you
could obtain the gift of God withmoney!

21 You have neither part nor lot in this
matter, for yourheart isn’t right beforeGod.

22 Repent therefore of this, your wicked-
ness, and ask God if perhaps the thought of
your heart may be forgiven you.

23 For I see that you are in the poison of
bitterness and in the bondage of iniquity.”

24 Simon answered, “Pray for me to the
Lord, that none of the things which you
have spoken happen tome.”

25They therefore,when theyhad testified
and spoken the word of the Lord, returned
to Jerusalem, and preached the Good News
tomany villages of the Samaritans.

26 Then an angel of the Lord spoke to
Philip, saying, “Arise, and go towards the
south to the way that goes down from
Jerusalem to Gaza. This is a desert.”

27He arose and went; and behold, there
was a man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great
authority under Candace, queen of the
Ethiopians, who was over all her treasure,
who had come to Jerusalem to worship.

28 He was returning and sitting in his
chariot, and was reading the prophet Isa-
iah.

29 The Spirit said to Philip, “Go near, and
join yourself to this chariot.”

30 Philip ran to him, and heard him read-
ing Isaiah the prophet, and said, “Do you
understand what you are reading?”

31 He said, “How can I, unless someone
explains it tome?” HebeggedPhilip to come
up and sit with him.

32Now thepassage of the Scripturewhich
he was reading was this,
“Hewas led as a sheep to the slaughter.

As a lamb before his shearer is silent,
so he doesn’t open his mouth.

33 In his humiliation, his judgement was
taken away.

Whowill declare His generation?
For his life is taken from the earth.”*

34 The eunuch answered Philip, “Who is
the prophet talking about? About himself,
or about someone else?”

35 Philip opened his mouth, and begin-
ning from this Scripture, preached to him
about Jesus.

36As they went on the way, they came to
some water; and the eunuch said, “Behold,
here is water. What is keeping me from
being baptised?”

37 †
38 He commanded the chariot to stand

still, and they both went down into the
water, both Philip and the eunuch, and he
baptised him.

39 When they came up out of the water,
the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away,
and theeunuchdidn’t seehimanymore, for
he went on his way rejoicing.

40But Philipwas found at Azotus. Passing
through, he preached the Good News to all
the cities until he came to Caesarea.

9
1 But Saul, still breathing threats and

slaughter against the disciples of the Lord,
went to the high priest

2 and asked for letters from him to the
synagogues of Damascus, that if he found
any who were of the Way, whether men
or women, he might bring them bound to
Jerusalem.

3 As he travelled, he got close to Damas-
cus, andsuddenlya light fromthe sky shone
around him.

4He fell on the earth, and heard a voice
saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you
persecuteme?”

5He said, “Who are you, Lord?”
The Lord said, “I am Jesus, whom you

are persecuting.†
6 But‡ rise up and enter into the city,

then youwill be toldwhat youmust do.”
* 8:33: Isaiah 53:7,8 † 8:37: TR adds Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, you may.” He answered, “I believe
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” † 9:5: TR adds “It’s hard for you to kick against the cattle prods.” ‡ 9:6: TR omits
“But”
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7 The men who travelled with him stood
speechless, hearing the sound, but seeing
no one.

8 Saul arose from the ground, and when
his eyes were opened, he saw no one. They
led him by the hand and brought him into
Damascus.

9Hewaswithout sight for three days, and
neither ate nor drank.

10 Now there was a certain disciple at
DamascusnamedAnanias. TheLord said to
him in a vision, “Ananias!”
He said, “Behold, it’s me, Lord.”
11 The Lord said to him, “Arise and go

to the street which is called Straight,
and enquire in the house of Judah§ for
one named Saul, a man of Tarsus. For
behold, he is praying,

12 and in a vision he has seen a man
namedAnanias coming in and layinghis
hands on him, that he might receive his
sight.”

13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have
heard from many about this man, how
muchevil hedid toyour saints at Jerusalem.

14 Here he has authority from the chief
priests to bind all who call on your name.”

15But theLord said tohim, “Goyourway,
for he is my chosen vessel to bear my
name before the nations and kings, and
the children of Israel.

16For Iwill showhimhowmany things
hemust suffer formy name’s sake.”

17Ananias departed and entered into the
house. Laying his hands on him, he said,
“Brother Saul, the Lord, who appeared to
you on the road by which you came, has
sentme that youmayreceiveyour sight and
be filled with the Holy Spirit.”

18 Immediately something like scales fell
from his eyes, and he received his sight. He
arose and was baptised.

19He took food andwas strengthened.
Saul stayed several days with the disci-

ples whowere at Damascus.
20 Immediately in the synagogues he pro-

claimed the Christ, that he is the Son of God.
21 All who heard him were amazed, and

said, “Isn’t this he who in Jerusalem made
havoc of those who called on this name?
And he had come here intending to bring
them bound before the chief priests!”

22 But Saul increased more in strength,
and confounded the Jewswho livedatDam-
ascus, proving that this is the Christ.

23 When many days were fulfilled, the
Jews conspired together to kill him,

24 but their plot became known to Saul.
They watched the gates both day and night
that theymight kill him,

25but his disciples took him by night and
let him down through the wall, lowering
him in a basket.

26When Saul had come to Jerusalem, he
tried to join himself to the disciples; but
they were all afraid of him, not believing
that he was a disciple.

27 But Barnabas took him and brought
him to the apostles, and declared to them
how he had seen the Lord on the way, and
that he had spoken to him, and how at
Damascus he had preached boldly in the
name of Jesus.

28 He was with them entering into†
Jerusalem,

29 preaching boldly in the name of the
Lord Jesus.‡ He spoke and disputed against
theHellenists,§ but theywere seeking tokill
him.

30 When the brothers† knew it, they
brought him down to Caesarea and sent
him off to Tarsus.

31So the assemblies throughout all Judea,
Galilee, and Samaria had peace and were
built up. They were multiplied, walking in
the fearof theLordand in thecomfort of the
Holy Spirit.

32 As Peter went throughout all those
parts, he came down also to the saints who
lived at Lydda.

33 There he found a certain man named
Aeneas, who had been bedridden for eight
years because he was paralysed.

34Peter said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus Christ
heals you. Get up and make your bed!”
Immediately he arose.

35 All who lived at Lydda and in Sharon
saw him, and they turned to the Lord.

36Now there was at Joppa a certain disci-
ple named Tabitha, which when translated
means Dorcas.‡ This woman was full of
good works and acts of mercy which she
did.

37 In thosedays, shebecamesickanddied.
When they hadwashed her, they laid her in
an upper room.

38As Lyddawas near Joppa, the disciples,
hearing thatPeterwas there, sent twomen§
to him, imploring him not to delay in com-
ing to them.

§ 9:11: or, Judas † 9:28: TR and NU add “and going out” ‡ 9:29: TR and NU omit “Jesus” and reverse the order

of verses 28 & 29. § 9:29: The Hellenists were Hebrews who used Greek language and culture. † 9:30: The word
for “brothers” here and where the context allows may also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”
‡ 9:36: “Dorcas” is Greek for “Gazelle.” § 9:38: Reading fromNU, TR; MT omits “twomen”
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39Petergotupandwentwith them. When
he had come, they brought him into the
upper room. All the widows stood by him
weeping, and showing the tunics and other
garments which Dorcas had made while
she was with them.

40Peter sent them all out, and knelt down
and prayed. Turning to the body, he said,
“Tabitha, get up!” She opened her eyes, and
when she saw Peter, she sat up.

41Hegaveher his handand raisedher up.
Calling the saints andwidows, hepresented
her alive.

42 This became known throughout all
Joppa, andmany believed in the Lord.

43 He stayed many days in Joppa with a
tanner named Simon.

10
1 Now there was a certain man in Cae-

sarea, Cornelius by name, a centurion of
what was called the Italian Regiment,

2 a devout man, and one who feared God
with all his house, who gave gifts for the
needy generously to the people, and always
prayed to God.

3 At about the ninth hour of the day,† he
clearly saw in a vision an angel of God com-
ing to him and saying to him, “Cornelius!”

4He, fastening his eyes on him and being
frightened, said, “What is it, Lord?”
He said to him, “Your prayers and your

gifts to the needy have gone up for amemo-
rial before God.

5Now send men to Joppa, and get Simon,
who is also called Peter.

6 He is staying with a tanner named Si-
mon, whose house is by the seaside.‡

7When the angel who spoke to him had
departed, Cornelius called two of his house-
hold servants and a devout soldier of those
whowaited on him continually.

8 Having explained everything to them,
he sent them to Joppa.

9 Now on the next day as they were on
their journey and got close to the city, Peter
went up on the housetop to pray at about
noon.

10He became hungry and desired to eat,
but while they were preparing, he fell into
a trance.

11 He saw heaven opened and a certain
container descending to him, like a great
sheet let downby four corners on the earth,

12 in which were all kinds of four-footed
animals of the earth, wild animals, reptiles,
and birds of the sky.

13A voice came to him, “Rise, Peter, kill
and eat!”

14But Peter said, “Not so, Lord; for I have
never eaten anything that is common or
unclean.”

15 A voice came to him again the second
time, “What God has cleansed, youmust
not call unclean.”

16Thiswasdone three times, and immedi-
ately the thingwas receivedup intoheaven.

17Nowwhile Peterwas very perplexed in
himself what the vision which he had seen
might mean, behold, the men who were
sent by Cornelius, havingmade enquiry for
Simon’s house, stood before the gate,

18 and called and asked whether Simon,
who was also called Peter, was lodging
there.

19While Peter was pondering the vision,
the Spirit said to him, “Behold, three§ men
seek you.

20 But arise, get down, and go with them,
doubting nothing; for I have sent them.”

21 Peter went down to the men, and said,
“Behold, I amhewhomyou seek. Whyhave
you come?”

22 They said, “Cornelius, a centurion, a
righteous man and one who fears God, and
well spoken of by all the nation of the Jews,
was directed by a holy angel to invite you to
his house, and to listen to what you say.”

23 So he called them in and provided a
place to stay.
On the next day Peter arose andwent out

with them, and some of the brothers from
Joppa accompanied him.

24On the next day they entered into Cae-
sarea. Corneliuswaswaiting for them, hav-
ingcalled togetherhis relativesandhisnear
friends.

25 When Peter entered, Cornelius met
him, fell down at his feet, and worshipped
him.

26But Peter raised him up, saying, “Stand
up! I myself am also aman.”

27 As he talked with him, he went in and
foundmany gathered together.

28He said to them, “You yourselves know
how it is an unlawful thing for a man who
is a Jew to join himself or come to one of
another nation, but God has shownme that
I shouldn’t call anyman unholy or unclean.

29 Therefore I also came without com-
plaint when I was sent for. I ask therefore,
why did you send for me?”

30 Cornelius said, “Four days ago, I was
fasting until this hour; and at the ninth
hour,† I prayed in my house, and behold, a
man stood before me in bright clothing

† 10:3: 3:00 p.m. ‡ 10:6: TR adds “This onewill tell youwhat it is necessary for you to do.” § 10:19: Reading from
TR and NU. MT omits “three” † 10:30: 3:00 p.m.
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31 and said, ‘Cornelius, your prayer is
heard, and your gifts to the needy are re-
membered in the sight of God.

32 Send therefore to Joppa and summon
Simon, who is also called Peter. He is stay-
ing in the house of a tanner named Simon,
by the seaside. When he comes, he will
speak to you.’

33 Therefore I sent to you at once, and it
was good of you to come. Now thereforewe
are all here present in the sight of God to
hear all things that have been commanded
you by God.”

34 Peter opened his mouth and said,
“Truly I perceive that God doesn’t show
favouritism;

35 but in every nation he who fears him
and works righteousness is acceptable to
him.

36Thewordwhich he sent to the children
of Israel, preaching good news of peace by
Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all—

37 you yourselves know what happened,
which was proclaimed throughout all
Judea, beginning from Galilee, after the
baptismwhich John preached;

38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth
with the Holy Spirit and with power, who
went about doing good and healing all who
were oppressed by the devil, for God was
with him.

39We are witnesses of everything he did
both in the country of the Jews and in
Jerusalem; whom they also‡ killed, hanging
him on a tree.

40 God raised him up the third day and
gave him to be revealed,

41 not to all the people, but to witnesses
whowere chosen before by God, to us, who
ate and drank with him after he rose from
the dead.

42 He commanded us to preach to the
people and to testify that this is he who is
appointed by God as the Judge of the living
and the dead.

43All the prophets testify about him, that
throughhis nameeveryonewhobelieves in
himwill receive remission of sins.”

44 While Peter was still speaking these
words, the Holy Spirit fell on all those who
heard the word.

45They of the circumcision who believed
were amazed, as many as came with Peter,
because the gift of the Holy Spirit was also
poured out on the Gentiles.

46 For they heard them speaking in other
languages andmagnifying God.
Then Peter answered,

47 “Can anyone forbid these people from
being baptised with water? They have re-
ceived the Holy Spirit just like us.”

48He commanded them to be baptised in
the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked
him to stay some days.

11
1Now the apostles and the brothers†who

were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had
also received the word of God.

2When Peter had come up to Jerusalem,
those who were of the circumcision con-
tended with him,

3 saying, “You went in to uncircumcised
men and ate with them!”

4But Peter began, and explained to them
in order, saying,

5“Iwas in the city of Joppapraying, and in
a trance I saw a vision: a certain container
descending, like it was a great sheet let
down fromheaven by four corners. It came
as far as me.

6When I had looked intently at it, I con-
sidered, and saw the four-footed animals
of the earth, wild animals, creeping things,
and birds of the sky.

7 I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Rise,
Peter, kill and eat!’

8 But I said, ‘Not so, Lord, for nothing
unholy or uncleanhas ever entered intomy
mouth.’

9 But a voice answered me the second
time out of heaven, ‘What God has
cleansed, don’t you call unclean.’

10Thiswas done three times, and allwere
drawn up again into heaven.

11 Behold, immediately three men stood
before the house where I was, having been
sent from Caesarea to me.

12The Spirit toldme to gowith themwith-
out discriminating. These six brothers also
accompanied me, and we entered into the
man’s house.

13 He told us how he had seen the angel
standing in his house and saying to him,
‘Send to Joppa and get Simon, who is called
Peter,

14who will speak to you words by which
you will be saved, you and all your house.’

15As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell
on them, even as on us at the beginning.

16 I remembered the word of the Lord,
howhe said, ‘John indeed baptised inwa-
ter, but you will be baptised in the Holy
Spirit.’

17 If then God gave to them the same gift
as us when we believed in the Lord Jesus

‡ 10:39: TR omits “also” † 11:1: The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be correctly
translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”
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Christ, who was I, that I could withstand
God?”

18 When they heard these things, they
held their peace and glorified God, saying,
“Then God has also granted to the Gentiles
repentance to life!”

19 They therefore who were scattered
abroad by the oppression that arose about
Stephen travelled as far as Phoenicia,
Cyprus, and Antioch, speaking the word
to no one except to Jews only.

20 But there were some of them, men of
Cyprus and Cyrene, who, when they had
come to Antioch, spoke to the Hellenists,‡
preaching the Lord Jesus.

21 The hand of the Lord was with them,
and a great number believed and turned to
the Lord.

22 The report concerning them came to
the ears of the assembly which was in
Jerusalem. They sent out Barnabas to go as
far as Antioch,

23who, when he had come, and had seen
the grace of God, was glad. He exhorted
them all, that with purpose of heart they
should remain near to the Lord.

24 For he was a good man, and full of the
Holy Spirit and of faith, and many people
were added to the Lord.

25Barnabaswent out to Tarsus to look for
Saul.

26 When he had found him, he brought
him to Antioch. For a whole year they were
gathered together with the assembly, and
taught many people. The disciples were
first called Christians in Antioch.

27 Now in these days, prophets came
down from Jerusalem to Antioch.

28 One of them named Agabus stood up
and indicatedby theSpirit that there should
be a great famine all over the world, which
also happened in the days of Claudius.

29As any of the disciples had plenty, each
determined to send relief to the brothers
who lived in Judea;

30 which they also did, sending it to the
elders by the hands of Barnabas and Saul.

12
1 Now about that time, King Herod

stretched out his hands to oppress some
of the assembly.

2 He killed James, the brother of John,
with the sword.

3 When he saw that it pleased the Jews,
he proceeded to seize Peter also. This was
during the days of unleavened bread.

4When he had arrested him, he put him
in prison and delivered him to four squads

of four soldiers each to guard him, intend-
ing to bring him out to the people after the
Passover.

5 Peter therefore was kept in the prison,
but constant prayer was made by the as-
sembly to God for him.

6 The same night when Herod was about
to bring him out, Peter was sleeping be-
tween two soldiers, boundwith two chains.
Guards in front of the door kept the prison.

7 And behold, an angel of the Lord stood
by him, and a light shone in the cell. He
struck Peter on the side and woke him up,
saying, “Stand up quickly!” His chains fell
off his hands.

8 The angel said to him, “Get dressed and
put on your sandals.” He did so. He said to
him, “Put on your cloak and followme.”

9And he went out and followed him. He
didn’t know that what was being done by
the angel was real, but thought he saw a
vision.

10When they were past the first and the
second guard, they came to the iron gate
that leads into the city, which opened to
them by itself. They went out and went
downone street, and immediately theangel
departed from him.

11 When Peter had come to himself, he
said, “Now I truly know that the Lord has
sent out his angel and delivered me out of
the hand ofHerod, and fromeverything the
Jewish people were expecting.”

12 Thinking about that, he came to the
house of Mary, themother of Johnwhowas
called Mark, where many were gathered
together and were praying.

13When Peter knocked at the door of the
gate, a servant girl named Rhoda came to
answer.

14When she recognised Peter’s voice, she
didn’t open the gate for joy, but ran in and
reported that Peter was standing in front of
the gate.

15 They said to her, “You are crazy!” But
she insisted that it was so. They said, “It is
his angel.”

16 But Peter continued knocking. When
they had opened, they saw him and were
amazed.

17 But he, beckoning to them with his
hand to be silent, declared to them how the
Lord had brought him out of the prison. He
said, “Tell these things to James and to the
brothers.” Then he departed and went to
another place.

18Nowas soon as it was day, therewas no
small stir amongst the soldiers about what
had become of Peter.

‡ 11:20: AHellenist is someone who keeps Greek customs and culture.
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19 When Herod had sought for him and
didn’t find him, he examined the guards,
then commanded that they should be put
to death. He went down from Judea to
Caesarea, and stayed there.

20 Now Herod was very angry with the
people of Tyre and Sidon. They came with
one accord to him and, having made Blas-
tus, the king’s personal aide, their friend,
they asked for peace, because their country
depended on the king’s country for food.

21 On an appointed day, Herod dressed
himself in royal clothing, sat on the throne,
and gave a speech to them.

22Thepeople shouted, “Thevoiceof a god,
and not of a man!”

23 Immediately an angel of the Lord
struck him, because he didn’t give God the
glory. Then he was eaten by worms and
died.

24 But the word of God grew and multi-
plied.

25 Barnabas and Saul returned to†
Jerusalem when they had fulfilled their
service, also taking with them John who
was calledMark.

13
1 Now in the assembly that was at Anti-

och there were some prophets and teach-
ers: Barnabas, Simeon who was called
Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen the foster
brother of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.

2As they served the Lord and fasted, the
Holy Spirit said, “Separate Barnabas and
Saul for me, for the work to which I have
called them.”

3Then, when they had fasted and prayed
and laid their hands on them, they sent
them away.

4So, being sent out by theHoly Spirit, they
went down to Seleucia. From there they
sailed to Cyprus.

5 When they were at Salamis, they pro-
claimed God’s word in the Jewish syna-
gogues. They also had John as their atten-
dant.

6When they had gone through the island
to Paphos, they found a certain sorcerer, a
false prophet, a Jew whose name was Bar
Jesus,

7 who was with the proconsul, Sergius
Paulus, a man of understanding. This man
summoned Barnabas and Saul, and sought
to hear the word of God.

8 But Elymas the sorcerer (for so is his
name by interpretation) withstood them,
seeking to turn the proconsul away from
the faith.

9 But Saul, who is also called Paul, filled
with the Holy Spirit, fastened his eyes on
him

10 and said, “You son of the devil, full of
all deceit and all cunning, you enemy of all
righteousness, will you not cease to pervert
the right ways of the Lord?

11Now, behold, the hand of the Lord is on
you, and you will be blind, not seeing the
sun for a season!”
Immediately a mist and darkness fell on

him. He went around seeking someone to
lead him by the hand.

12Then the proconsul, when he sawwhat
was done, believed, being astonished at the
teaching of the Lord.

13NowPaul andhis companyset sail from
Paphos and came to Perga in Pamphylia.
John departed from them and returned to
Jerusalem.

14 But they, passing on from Perga, came
to Antioch of Pisidia. They went into the
synagogue on the Sabbath day and sat
down.

15 After the reading of the law and the
prophets, the rulers of the synagogue sent
to them, saying, “Brothers, if you have any
word of exhortation for the people, speak.”

16 Paul stood up, and gesturing with his
hand said, “Men of Israel, and youwho fear
God, listen.

17 The God of this people† chose our fa-
thers, and exalted the people when they
stayed as aliens in the land of Egypt, and
with an uplifted arm, he led them out of it.

18For a period of about forty years he put
up with them in the wilderness.

19When he had destroyed seven nations
in the land of Canaan, he gave them their
land for an inheritance for about four hun-
dred and fifty years.

20After these things, he gave them judges
until Samuel the prophet.

21 Afterward they asked for a king, and
Godgave to themSaul the sonofKish, aman
of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years.

22When he had removed him, he raised
up David to be their king, to whom he also
testified, ‘I have found David the son of
Jesse, a man after my heart, who will do all
mywill.’

23 From this man’s offspring, God has
brought salvation‡ to Israel according to his
promise,

24before his coming, when John had first
preached the baptism of repentance to Is-
rael.§

25 As John was fulfilling his course, he
said, ‘What do you suppose that I am? I am

† 12:25: TR reads “from” instead of “to” † 13:17: TR, NU add “Israel” ‡ 13:23: TR, NU read “a Saviour, Jesus”
instead of “salvation” § 13:24: TR, NU read “to all the people of Israel” instead of “to Israel”
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not he. But behold, one comes after me, the
sandals of whose feet I am not worthy to
untie.’

26“Brothers, childrenof the stockofAbra-
ham, and those amongst you who fear God,
the word of this salvation is sent out to you.

27 For those who dwell in Jerusalem, and
their rulers, because they didn’t know him,
nor the voices of the prophets which are
read every Sabbath, fulfilled them by con-
demning him.

28Though they found no cause for death,
they still asked Pilate to have him killed.

29When they had fulfilled all things that
were written about him, they took him
down from the tree and laid him in a tomb.

30But God raised him from the dead,
31 and he was seen for many days by

those who came up with him from Galilee
to Jerusalem, who are his witnesses to the
people.

32Webring you goodnews of the promise
made to the fathers,

33 that God has fulfilled this to us, their
children, in that he raised up Jesus. As it is
also written in the second psalm,
‘You aremy Son.

Today I have become your father.’*
34“Concerning thathe raisedhimup from

the dead, now nomore to return to corrup-
tion, he has spoken thus: ‘I will give you the
holy and sure blessings of David.’*

35 Therefore he says also in another
psalm, ‘You will not allow your Holy One to
see decay.’*

36 For David, after he had in his own
generation served the counsel of God, fell
asleep, was laid with his fathers, and saw
decay.

37 But he whom God raised up saw no
decay.

38Be it known toyou therefore, brothers,†
that through this man is proclaimed to you
remission of sins;

39 and by him everyone who believes is
justified from all things, from which you
could not be justified by the law of Moses.

40Beware therefore, lest that comeonyou
which is spoken in the prophets:
41 ‘Behold, you scoffers!

Wonder and perish,
for I work a work in your days,
a work which you will in no way be-
lieve, if one declares it to you.’ ” *

42 So when the Jews went out of the syna-
gogue, theGentiles begged that thesewords

might be preached to them the next Sab-
bath.

43 Now when the synagogue broke up,
many of the Jews and of the devout pros-
elytes followed Paul and Barnabas; who,
speaking to them,urged themtocontinue in
the grace of God.

44Thenext Sabbath, almost thewhole city
was gathered together to hear the word of
God.

45But when the Jews saw the multitudes,
they were filled with jealousy, and contra-
dicted the things which were spoken by
Paul, and blasphemed.

46 Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly,
and said, “It was necessary that God’s word
should be spoken to you first. Since indeed
you thrust it from yourselves, and judge
yourselvesunworthyof eternal life, behold,
we turn to the Gentiles.

47 For so has the Lord commanded us,
saying,
‘I have set you as a light for the Gentiles,

that you should bring salvation to the
uttermost parts of the earth.’ ” *

48 As the Gentiles heard this, they were
gladandglorified thewordofGod. Asmany
as were appointed to eternal life believed.

49 The Lord’s word was spread abroad
throughout all the region.

50But the Jews stirred up the devout and
prominentwomen and the chiefmen of the
city, and stirred up a persecution against
Paul and Barnabas, and threw them out of
their borders.

51But they shook off the dust of their feet
against them, and came to Iconium.

52 The disciples were filled with joy and
with the Holy Spirit.

14
1 In Iconium, they entered together into

the synagogueof the Jews, and so spoke that
agreatmultitudebothof JewsandofGreeks
believed.

2But thedisbelieving† Jews stirredupand
embittered the souls of the Gentiles against
the brothers.

3Therefore they stayed there a long time,
speaking boldly in the Lord, who testified
to the word of his grace, granting signs and
wonders to be done by their hands.

4 But the multitude of the city was di-
vided. Part sided with the Jews and part
with the apostles.

5 When some of both the Gentiles and
the Jews, with their rulers, made a violent
attempt to mistreat and stone them,

* 13:33: Psalms 2:7 * 13:34: Isaiah 55:3 * 13:35: Psalms 16:10 † 13:38: The word for “brothers” here and
where the context allowsmay also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” * 13:41: Habakkuk 1:5
* 13:47: Isaiah 49:6 † 14:2: or, disobedient
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6 they became aware of it and fled to the
cities of Lycaonia, Lystra, Derbe, and the
surrounding region.

7There they preached the Good News.
8At Lystra a certain man sat, impotent in

his feet, a cripple from his mother’s womb,
who never had walked.

9He was listening to Paul speaking, who,
fastening eyes on him and seeing that he
had faith to bemade whole,

10 said with a loud voice, “Stand upright
on your feet!” He leapt up andwalked.

11When themultitude sawwhat Paul had
done, they liftedup theirvoice, saying in the
language of Lycaonia, “The gods have come
down to us in the likeness of men!”

12 They called Barnabas “Jupiter”, and
Paul “Mercury”, because he was the chief
speaker.

13The priest of Jupiter, whose templewas
in front of their city, brought oxen and gar-
lands to the gates, and would have made a
sacrifice along with themultitudes.

14 But when the apostles, Barnabas and
Paul, heard of it, they tore their clothes and
sprang into themultitude, crying out,

15 “Men, why are you doing these things?
We also are men of the same nature as you,
and bring you good news, that you should
turn from these vain things to the living
God, who made the sky, the earth, the sea,
and all that is in them;

16who in thegenerations gonebyallowed
all the nations to walk in their ownways.

17Yet he didn’t leave himself without wit-
ness, in thathedid goodandgaveyou‡ rains
from the skyand fruitful seasons, fillingour
hearts with food and gladness.”

18 Even saying these things, they hardly
stopped the multitudes from making a sac-
rifice to them.

19 But some Jews from Antioch and
Iconiumcame there, andhaving persuaded
the multitudes, they stoned Paul and
dragged him out of the city, supposing that
he was dead.

20 But as the disciples stood around him,
he rose up, and entered into the city. On
the next day he went out with Barnabas to
Derbe.

21 When they had preached the Good
News to that city and hadmademany disci-
ples, they returned to Lystra, Iconium, and
Antioch,

22 strengthening the souls of the disciples,
exhorting them to continue in the faith,
and that through many afflictions we must
enter into God’s Kingdom.

23 When they had appointed elders for
them in every assembly, and had prayed
with fasting, they commended them to the
Lord onwhom they had believed.

24 They passed through Pisidia and came
to Pamphylia.

25 When they had spoken the word in
Perga, they went down to Attalia.

26From there they sailed toAntioch, from
where they had been committed to the
grace of God for the work which they had
fulfilled.

27When they had arrived and had gath-
ered the assembly together, they reported
all the things that God had done with them,
and that hehadopenedadoorof faith to the
nations.

28They stayed therewith the disciples for
a long time.

15
1 Some men came down from Judea and

taught the brothers,† “Unless you are cir-
cumcised after the custom of Moses, you
can’t be saved.”

2Therefore when Paul and Barnabas had
no small discord and discussion with them,
they appointed Paul, Barnabas, and some
others of them to go up to Jerusalem to the
apostles and elders about this question.

3 They, being sent on their way by the
assembly, passed through both Phoenicia
and Samaria, declaring the conversion of
theGentiles. They caused great joy to all the
brothers.

4When they had come to Jerusalem, they
were received by the assembly and the
apostles and the elders, and they reported
everything that God had done with them.

5But someof the sect of thePhariseeswho
believed rose up, saying, “It is necessary to
circumcise them, and to command them to
keep the law of Moses.”

6 The apostles and the elders were gath-
ered together to see about this matter.

7When there had been much discussion,
Peter rose up and said to them, “Brothers,
you know that a good while ago God made
a choice amongst you that bymymouth the
nations should hear the word of the Good
News and believe.

8 God, who knows the heart, testified
about them, giving themtheHolySpirit, just
like he did to us.

9Hemade no distinction between us and
them, cleansing their hearts by faith.

10Now therefore why do you tempt God,
that youshouldputayokeon theneckof the

‡ 14:17: TR reads “us” instead of “you” † 15:1: The word for “brothers” here andwhere the context allowsmay also
be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”
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disciples which neither our fathers nor we
were able to bear?

11 But we believe that we are saved
through the grace of the Lord Jesus,‡ just as
they are.”

12All themultitude kept silence, and they
listened to Barnabas and Paul reporting
what signs and wonders God had done
amongst the nations through them.

13After theywere silent, Jamesanswered,
“Brothers, listen to me.

14 Simeon has reported how God first vis-
ited the nations to take out of thema people
for his name.

15 This agrees with the words of the
prophets. As it is written,
16 ‘After these things I will return.
I will again build the tabernacle of David,

which has fallen.
I will again build its ruins.
I will set it up
17 that the rest of men may seek after the
Lord:
all the Gentiles who are called bymy name,
says the Lord, who does all these things.’*

18 “All of God’s works are known to him
from eternity.

19 Therefore my judgement is that we
don’t trouble those from amongst the Gen-
tiles who turn to God,

20 but that we write to them that they
abstain from the pollution of idols, from
sexual immorality, from what is strangled,
and from blood.

21 For Moses from generations of old has
in every city those who preach him, being
read in the synagogues every Sabbath.”

22 Then it seemed good to the apostles
and the elders, with the whole assembly, to
choosemen out of their company, and send
them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas:
Judas calledBarsabbas, andSilas, chiefmen
amongst the brothers.§

23They wrote these things by their hand:
“The apostles, the elders, and the broth-

ers, to the brothers who are of the Gentiles
in Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia: greetings.

24Because we have heard that some who
went out from us have troubled you with
words, unsettling your souls, saying, ‘You
must be circumcised and keep the law,’ to
whomwe gave no commandment;

25 it seemed good to us, having come to
one accord, to choose out men and send
them toyouwith ourbelovedBarnabas and
Paul,

26menwho have risked their lives for the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

27Wehave sent therefore Judas and Silas,
who themselves will also tell you the same
things by word of mouth.

28 For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit,
and to us, to lay no greater burden on you
than these necessary things:

29 that you abstain from things sacrificed
to idols, from blood, from things strangled,
and from sexual immorality, from which
if you keep yourselves, it will be well with
you. Farewell.”

30 So, when they were sent off, they came
to Antioch. Having gathered the multitude
together, they delivered the letter.

31 When they had read it, they rejoiced
over the encouragement.

32 Judas and Silas, also being prophets
themselves, encouraged the brothers with
manywords and strengthened them.

33 After they had spent some time there,
they were dismissed in peace from the
brothers to the apostles.

34 †
35 But Paul and Barnabas stayed in Anti-

och, teachingandpreaching thewordof the
Lord, withmany others also.

36After some days Paul said to Barnabas,
“Let’s return now and visit our brothers in
every city inwhichweproclaimed theword
of the Lord, to see how they are doing.”

37 Barnabas planned to take John, who
was calledMark, with them also.

38But Paul didn’t think that it was a good
idea to take with them someone who had
withdrawn from them in Pamphylia, and
didn’t go with them to do the work.

39Then the contention grew so sharp that
they separated from each other. Barnabas
took Mark with him and sailed away to
Cyprus,

40butPaul choseSilas andwentout, being
commended by the brothers to the grace of
God.

41 He went through Syria and Cilicia,
strengthening the assemblies.

16
1 He came to Derbe and Lystra; and be-

hold, a certain disciple was there, named
Timothy, the son of a Jewess who believed,
but his father was a Greek.

2 The brothers who were at Lystra and
Iconium gave a good testimony about him.

3 Paul wanted to have him go out with
him, and he took and circumcised him be-
cause of the Jews who were in those parts,
for they all knew that his father was a
Greek.

‡ 15:11: TR adds “Christ” * 15:17: Amos 9:11-12 § 15:22: The word for “brothers” here and where the context
allows may also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” † 15:34: Some manuscripts add: But it
seemed good to Silas to stay there.
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4 As they went on their way through the
cities, they delivered the decrees to them
to keep which had been ordained by the
apostles and elders whowere at Jerusalem.

5 So the assemblies were strengthened in
the faith, and increased in number daily.

6When they had gone through the region
ofPhrygia andGalatia, theywere forbidden
by theHoly Spirit to speak theword in Asia.

7 When they had come opposite Mysia,
they tried to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit
didn’t allow them.

8 Passing by Mysia, they came down to
Troas.

9 A vision appeared to Paul in the night.
There was a man of Macedonia standing,
begging him and saying, “Come over into
Macedonia and help us.”

10 When he had seen the vision, imme-
diately we sought to go out to Macedonia,
concluding that the Lord had called us to
preach the Good News to them.

11 Setting sail therefore from Troas, we
made a straight course to Samothrace, and
the day following to Neapolis;

12 and from there to Philippi, which is
a city of Macedonia, the foremost of the
district, a Roman colony. We were staying
some days in this city.

13On the Sabbath day we went outside of
the city by a riverside, where we supposed
there was a place of prayer, and we sat
down and spoke to the women who had
come together.

14A certain woman named Lydia, a seller
of purple, of the city of Thyatira, one who
worshipped God, heard us. The Lord
opened her heart to listen to the things
which were spoken by Paul.

15Whensheandherhouseholdwerebap-
tised, she begged us, saying, “If you have
judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come
into my house and stay.” So she persuaded
us.

16 As we were going to prayer, a certain
girl having a spirit of divination met us,
who brought her masters much gain by
fortune telling.

17 Following Paul and us, she cried out,
“These men are servants of the Most High
God, who proclaim to us a way of salva-
tion!”

18 She was doing this for many days.
But Paul, becoming greatly annoyed,

turned and said to the spirit, “I command
you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out
of her!” It came out that very hour.

19 But when her masters saw that the
hope of their gain was gone, they seized
Paul and Silas and dragged them into the
marketplace before the rulers.

20 When they had brought them to the
magistrates, they said, “These men, being
Jews, are agitating our city

21 and advocate customs which it is not
lawful for us to accept or to observe, being
Romans.”

22Themultitude rose up together against
them and the magistrates tore their clothes
from them, then commanded them to be
beaten with rods.

23 When they had laid many stripes on
them, they threw them into prison, charg-
ing the jailer to keep them safely.

24 Having received such a command, he
threw them into the inner prison and se-
cured their feet in the stocks.

25But aboutmidnight Paul and Silaswere
praying and singing hymns to God, and the
prisoners were listening to them.

26Suddenly therewasagreat earthquake,
so that the foundations of the prison were
shaken; and immediately all thedoorswere
opened, and everyone’s bonds were loos-
ened.

27 The jailer, being roused out of sleep
and seeing the prison doors open, drew
his sword and was about to kill himself,
supposing that the prisoners had escaped.

28But Paul criedwith a loudvoice, saying,
“Don’t harm yourself, for we are all here!”

29Hecalled for lights, sprang in, fell down
trembling before Paul and Silas,

30brought them out, and said, “Sirs, what
must I do to be saved?”

31 They said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus
Christ, and you will be saved, you and your
household.”

32They spoke thewordof theLord tohim,
and to all who were in his house.

33Hetook themthesamehourof thenight
and washed their stripes, and was immedi-
ately baptised, he and all his household.

34He brought them up into his house and
set food before them, and rejoiced greatly
with all his household, having believed in
God.

35 But when it was day, the magistrates
sent the sergeants, saying, “Let those men
go.”

36The jailer reported thesewords to Paul,
saying, “The magistrates have sent to let
you go; now therefore come out and go in
peace.”

37 But Paul said to them, “They have
beaten us publiclywithout a trial, menwho
are Romans, and have cast us into prison!
Do they now release us secretly? No, most
certainly, but let them come themselves
and bring us out!”

38 The sergeants reported these words to
themagistrates, and theywere afraidwhen
they heard that they were Romans,
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39and they cameandbegged them. When
they had brought them out, they asked
them to depart from the city.

40 They went out of the prison and en-
tered into Lydia’s house. When they had
seen the brothers, they encouraged them,
then departed.

17
1Nowwhen theyhadpassed throughAm-

phipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thes-
salonica, where there was a Jewish syna-
gogue.

2Paul, aswashis custom,went in to them;
and for three Sabbath days reasoned with
them from the Scriptures,

3 explaining and demonstrating that the
Christ had to suffer and rise again from
the dead, and saying, “This Jesus, whom I
proclaim to you, is the Christ.”

4 Some of them were persuaded and
joined Paul and Silas: of the devout Greeks
a greatmultitude, and not a few of the chief
women.

5 But the unpersuaded Jews took along†
some wicked men from the marketplace
and gathering a crowd, set the city in an
uproar. Assaulting the house of Jason, they
sought to bring them out to the people.

6 When they didn’t find them, they
dragged Jason and certain brothers‡ before
the rulers of the city, crying, “These who
have turned the world upside down have
come here also,

7whom Jason has received. These all act
contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying
that there is another king, Jesus!”

8 The multitude and the rulers of the
city were troubled when they heard these
things.

9When they had taken security from Ja-
son and the rest, they let them go.

10 The brothers immediately sent Paul
and Silas away by night to Beroea. When
they arrived, theywent into the Jewish syn-
agogue.

11Now these weremore noble than those
in Thessalonica, in that they received the
wordwith all readiness ofmind, examining
the Scriptures daily to see whether these
things were so.

12Many of them therefore believed; also
of the prominent Greek women, and not a
fewmen.

13But when the Jews of Thessalonica had
knowledge that the word of God was pro-
claimed by Paul at Beroea also, they came
there likewise, agitating themultitudes.

14Then thebrothers immediately sentout
Paul to go as far as to the sea, and Silas and
Timothy still stayed there.

15 But those who escorted Paul brought
him as far as Athens. Receiving a com-
mandment to Silas and Timothy that they
should come to him very quickly, they de-
parted.

16 Now while Paul waited for them at
Athens, his spirit was provoked within him
as he saw the city full of idols.

17 So he reasoned in the synagogue with
the Jews and the devout persons, and in the
marketplace every day with those whomet
him.

18 Some of the Epicurean and Stoic
philosophers also§ were conversing with
him. Some said, “What does this babbler
want to say?”
Others said, “He seems to be advocating

foreign deities,” because he preached Jesus
and the resurrection.

19They took hold of him and brought him
to the Areopagus, saying, “May we know
what this new teaching is, which you are
speaking about?

20 For you bring certain strange things to
our ears. We want to know therefore what
these things mean.”

21 Now all the Athenians and the
strangers living there spent their time in
nothing else, but either to tell or to hear
some new thing.

22Paul stood in the middle of the Areopa-
gus and said, “YoumenofAthens, I perceive
that you are very religious in all things.

23 For as I passed along and observed
the objects of your worship, I also found
an altar with this inscription: ‘TO AN UN-
KNOWNGOD.’What therefore youworship
in ignorance, I announce to you.

24 The God who made the world and all
things in it, he, being Lord of heaven and
earth, doesn’t dwell in temples made with
hands.

25 He isn’t served by men’s hands, as
though he needed anything, seeing he him-
self gives toall life andbreathandall things.

26He made from one blood every nation
of men to dwell on all the surface of the
earth, having determined appointed sea-
sons and the boundaries of their dwellings,

27 that they should seek the Lord, if per-
haps they might reach out for him and find
him, though he is not far from each one of
us.

† 17:5: TR reads “And the Jews who were unpersuaded, becoming envious and taking along” instead of “But the
unpersuaded Jews took along” ‡ 17:6: The word for “brothers” here and where the context allows may be also

correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” § 17:18: TR omits “also”
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28 ‘For in himwe live,move, and have our
being.’ As some of your own poets have
said, ‘For we are also his offspring.’

29 Being then the offspring of God, we
ought not to think that the Divine Nature is
like gold, or silver, or stone, engraved by art
and design of man.

30 The times of ignorance therefore God
overlooked. But now he commands that all
people everywhere should repent,

31 because he has appointed a day in
which he will judge the world in righteous-
ness by the man whom he has ordained; of
which he has given assurance to all men, in
that he has raised him from the dead.”

32Now when they heard of the resurrec-
tion of the dead, some mocked; but others
said, “We want to hear you again concern-
ing this.”

33 Thus Paul went out from amongst
them.

34 But certain men joined with him
and believed, including Dionysius the
Areopagite, and a woman named Damaris,
and others with them.

18
1 After these things Paul departed from

Athens and came to Corinth.
2 He found a certain Jew named Aquila,

a man of Pontus by race, who had recently
come from Italy with his wife Priscilla,
because Claudius had commanded all the
Jews to depart from Rome. He came to
them,

3 and because he practised the same
trade, he lived with them and worked, for
by trade they were tent makers.

4 He reasoned in the synagogue every
Sabbath and persuaded Jews and Greeks.

5 When Silas and Timothy came down
from Macedonia, Paul was compelled by
the Spirit, testifying to the Jews that Jesus
was the Christ.

6 When they opposed him and blas-
phemed, he shook out his clothing and said
to them, “Your blood be on your ownheads!
I am clean. From now on, I will go to the
Gentiles!”

7 He departed there and went into the
house of a certain man named Justus, one
who worshipped God, whose house was
next door to the synagogue.

8 Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, be-
lieved in the Lord with all his house. Many
of the Corinthians, when they heard, be-
lieved andwere baptised.

9 The Lord said to Paul in the night by a
vision, “Don’t be afraid, but speak and
don’t be silent;

10 for I am with you, and no one will
attack you to harm you, for I havemany
people in this city.”

11 He lived there a year and six months,
teaching the word of God amongst them.

12 But when Gallio was proconsul of
Achaia, the Jews with one accord rose up
against Paul and brought him before the
judgement seat,

13 saying, “This man persuades men to
worship God contrary to the law.”

14 But when Paul was about to open his
mouth, Gallio said to the Jews, “If indeed
it were a matter of wrong or of wicked
crime, you Jews, itwouldbereasonable that
I should bear with you;

15 but if they are questions about words
and names and your own law, look to it
yourselves. For I don’t want to be a judge
of these matters.”

16 So he drove them from the judgement
seat.

17 Then all the Greeks seized Sosthenes,
the ruler of the synagogue, and beat him
before the judgement seat. Gallio didn’t
care about any of these things.

18 Paul, having stayed after this many
more days, took his leave of the brothers,†
and sailed from there for Syria, together
with Priscilla and Aquila. He shaved his
head in Cenchreae, for he had a vow.

19He came to Ephesus, and he left them
there; but he himself entered into the syna-
gogue and reasoned with the Jews.

20When they asked him to staywith them
a longer time, he declined;

21but taking his leave of them, he said, “I
must by all means keep this coming feast in
Jerusalem, but I will return again to you if
God wills.” Then he set sail from Ephesus.

22 When he had landed at Caesarea, he
went up and greeted the assembly, and
went down to Antioch.

23 Having spent some time there, he de-
partedandwent through the regionofGala-
tia and Phrygia, in order, establishing all
the disciples.

24 Now a certain Jew named Apollos, an
Alexandrian by race, an eloquent man,
came to Ephesus. He was mighty in the
Scriptures.

25 This man had been instructed in the
way of the Lord; and being fervent in spirit,
he spoke and taught accurately the things
concerning Jesus, although he knew only
the baptism of John.

26 He began to speak boldly in the syna-
gogue. But when Priscilla and Aquila heard

† 18:18: The word for “brothers” here and where the context allows may also be correctly translated “brothers and
sisters” or “siblings.”
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him, they took him aside, and explained to
him the way of Godmore accurately.

27When he had determined to pass over
into Achaia, the brothers encouraged him;
and wrote to the disciples to receive him.
When he had come, he greatly helped those
who had believed through grace;

28 for he powerfully refuted the Jews,
publicly showing by the Scriptures that Je-
sus was the Christ.

19
1 While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul,

having passed through the upper country,
came to Ephesus and found certain disci-
ples.

2 He said to them, “Did you receive the
Holy Spirit when you believed?”
They said to him, “No, we haven’t even

heard that there is a Holy Spirit.”
3He said, “Into what then were you bap-

tised?”
They said, “Into John’s baptism.”
4 Paul said, “John indeed baptised with

the baptism of repentance, saying to the
people that they should believe in the one
whowould come after him, that is, in Christ
Jesus.”†

5 When they heard this, they were bap-
tised in the name of the Lord Jesus.

6When Paul had laid his hands on them,
the Holy Spirit came on them and they
spoke with other languages and prophe-
sied.

7They were about twelvemen in all.
8 He entered into the synagogue and

spoke boldly for a period of three months,
reasoning and persuading about the things
concerning God’s Kingdom.

9But when some were hardened and dis-
obedient, speaking evil of the Way before
the multitude, he departed from them and
separated the disciples, reasoning daily in
the school of Tyrannus.

10This continued for two years, so that all
those who lived in Asia heard the word of
the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks.

11 God worked special miracles by the
hands of Paul,

12 so that even handkerchiefs or aprons
werecarriedaway fromhisbody to the sick,
and the diseases departed from them, and
the evil spirits went out.

13 But some of the itinerant Jews, exor-
cists, took on themselves to invoke over
those who had the evil spirits the name of
the Lord Jesus, saying, “We adjure you by
Jesus whom Paul preaches.”

14 There were seven sons of one Sceva, a
Jewish chief priest, who did this.

15The evil spirit answered, “Jesus I know,
and Paul I know, but who are you?”

16 The man in whom the evil spirit was
leapt on them, overpowered them, and pre-
vailed against them, so that they fled out of
that house naked andwounded.

17 This became known to all, both Jews
and Greeks, who lived at Ephesus. Fear fell
on them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus
wasmagnified.

18 Many also of those who had believed
came, confessing anddeclaring their deeds.

19 Many of those who practised magical
arts brought their books together andburnt
them in the sight of all. They counted their
price, and found it to be fifty thousand
pieces of silver.‡

20 So the word of the Lord was growing
and becomingmighty.

21Now after these things had ended, Paul
determined in the Spirit, when he had
passed through Macedonia and Achaia, to
go to Jerusalem, saying, “After I have been
there, I must also see Rome.”

22 Having sent into Macedonia two of
those who served him, Timothy and Eras-
tus, he himself stayed in Asia for a while.

23 About that time there arose no small
disturbance concerning theWay.

24 For a certain man named Demetrius,
a silversmith who made silver shrines of
Artemis, brought no little business to the
craftsmen,

25 whom he gathered together with the
workmenof like occupation, and said, “Sirs,
you know that by this businesswe have our
wealth.

26 You see and hear that not at Ephesus
alone, but almost throughout all Asia, this
Paul has persuaded and turned awaymany
people, saying that they areno gods that are
made with hands.

27 Not only is there danger that this our
trade come into disrepute, but also that
the temple of the great goddess Artemis
will be counted as nothing and her majesty
destroyed, whom all Asia and the world
worships.”

28When they heard this they were filled
with anger, and cried out, saying, “Great is
Artemis of the Ephesians!”

29 The whole city was filled with con-
fusion, and they rushed with one accord
into the theatre, having seized Gaius and
Aristarchus,menofMacedonia, Paul’s com-
panions in travel.

† 19:4: NU omits Christ. ‡ 19:19: The 50,000 pieces of silver here probably referred to 50,000 drachmas. If so, the
value of the burnt books was equivalent to about 160man-years of wages for agricultural labourers
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30 When Paul wanted to enter in to the
people, the disciples didn’t allow him.

31 Certain also of the Asiarchs, being his
friends, sent to him and begged him not to
venture into the theatre.

32 Some therefore cried one thing, and
some another, for the assembly was in con-
fusion. Most of them didn’t know why they
had come together.

33 They brought Alexander out of the
multitude, the Jews putting him forward.
Alexander beckoned with his hand, and
would havemade a defence to the people.

34But when they perceived that he was a
Jew, all with one voice for a time of about
twohours cried out, “Great is Artemis of the
Ephesians!”

35 When the town clerk had quieted the
multitude, he said, “You men of Ephesus,
what man is there who doesn’t know that
the city of the Ephesians is temple keeper of
the great goddess Artemis, and of the image
which fell down from Zeus?

36 Seeing then that these things can’t be
denied, you ought to be quiet and to do
nothing rash.

37 For you have brought these men here,
who are neither robbers of temples nor
blasphemers of your goddess.

38 If therefore Demetrius and the crafts-
men who are with him have a matter
against anyone, the courts are open and
there are proconsuls. Let them press
charges against one another.

39 But if you seek anything about other
matters, it will be settled in the regular
assembly.

40 For indeed we are in danger of being
accused concerning today’s riot, there be-
ing no cause. Concerning it, wewouldn’t be
able to give an account of this commotion.”

41Whenhehad thus spoken, hedismissed
the assembly.

20
1 After the uproar had ceased, Paul sent

for the disciples, took leave of them, and
departed to go into Macedonia.

2When he had gone through those parts
and had encouraged them with many
words, he came into Greece.

3When he had spent three months there,
and a plot was made against him by Jews
as he was about to set sail for Syria, he
determined to return throughMacedonia.

4 These accompanied him as far as Asia:
Sopater of Beroea, Aristarchus and Secun-
dus of the Thessalonians, Gaius of Derbe,
Timothy, and Tychicus and Trophimus of
Asia.

5 But these had gone ahead, and were
waiting for us at Troas.

6We sailed away from Philippi after the
days of Unleavened Bread, and came to
them at Troas in five days, wherewe stayed
seven days.

7 On the first day of the week, when the
disciples were gathered together to break
bread, Paul talked with them, intending to
depart on the next day; and continued his
speech until midnight.

8 There were many lights in the upper
roomwhere we†were gathered together.

9 A certain young man named Eutychus
sat in thewindow,weigheddownwithdeep
sleep. As Paul spoke still longer, being
weighed down by his sleep, he fell down
from the third floor andwas taken up dead.

10Paulwent down and fell upon him, and
embracing him said, “Don’t be troubled, for
his life is in him.”

11 When he had gone up, had broken
bread and eaten, and had talked with them
a long while, even until break of day, he
departed.

12Theybrought theboy in alive, andwere
greatly comforted.

13 But we, going ahead to the ship, set
sail for Assos, intending to take Paul aboard
there; for he had so arranged, intending
himself to go by land.

14When he met us at Assos, we took him
aboard and came toMitylene.

15Sailing from there, we came the follow-
ing day opposite Chios. The next day we
touched at Samos and stayed at Trogyllium,
and the day after we came toMiletus.

16 For Paul had determined to sail past
Ephesus, that he might not have to spend
time inAsia; for hewas hastening, if it were
possible for him, to be in Jerusalem on the
day of Pentecost.

17 From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and
called to himself the elders of the assembly.

18When they had come to him, he said to
them, “You yourselves know, from the first
day that I set foot in Asia, how I was with
you all the time,

19 serving the Lordwith all humility, with
many tears, and with trials which hap-
pened tome by the plots of the Jews;

20 how I didn’t shrink from declaring to
you anything that was profitable, teaching
you publicly and from house to house,

21 testifying both to Jews and to Greeks
repentance towards God and faith towards
our Lord Jesus.‡

22Now, behold, I go bound by the Spirit to
Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen
tome there;

† 20:8: TR reads “they” instead of “we” ‡ 20:21: TR adds “Christ”
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23 except that the Holy Spirit testifies in
every city, saying that bonds and afflictions
wait for me.

24 But these things don’t count; nor do I
hold my life dear to myself, so that I may
finish my race with joy, and the ministry
which I received from the Lord Jesus, to
fully testify to the Good News of the grace
of God.

25 “Now, behold, I know that you all,
amongst whom I went about preaching
God’s Kingdom, will see my face nomore.

26Therefore I testify toyou today that I am
clean from the blood of all men,

27 for I didn’t shrink fromdeclaring to you
the whole counsel of God.

28Take heed, therefore, to yourselves and
to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit
has made you overseers, to shepherd the
assembly of the Lord and§ God which he
purchased with his own blood.

29 For I know that after my departure,
vicious wolves will enter in amongst you,
not sparing the flock.

30Menwill arise from amongst your own
selves, speaking perverse things, to draw
away the disciples after them.

31 Therefore watch, remembering that
for a period of three years I didn’t cease
to admonish everyone night and day with
tears.

32 Now, brothers,† I entrust you to God
and to the word of his grace, which is able
to build up and to give you the inheritance
amongst all those who are sanctified.

33 I coveted no one’s silver, gold, or cloth-
ing.

34 You yourselves know that these hands
served my necessities, and those who were
withme.

35 In all things I gave you an example,
that so labouring you ought to help the
weak, and to remember the words of the
Lord Jesus, that he himself said, ‘It is more
blessed to give than to receive.’ ”

36 When he had spoken these things, he
knelt down and prayed with them all.

37 They all wept freely, and fell on Paul’s
neck and kissed him,

38 sorrowing most of all because of the
word which he had spoken, that they
should see his face no more. Then they
accompanied him to the ship.

21
1When we had departed from them and

had set sail, we camewith a straight course
toCos, and thenext day toRhodes, and from
there to Patara.

2 Having found a ship crossing over to
Phoenicia, we went aboard and set sail.

3When we had come in sight of Cyprus,
leaving it on the left hand,we sailed to Syria
and landed at Tyre, for the shipwas there to
unload her cargo.

4Having found disciples, we stayed there
seven days. These said to Paul through the
Spirit that he should not go up to Jerusalem.

5 When those days were over, we de-
parted and went on our journey. They all,
with wives and children, brought us on our
way until we were out of the city. Kneeling
down on the beach, we prayed.

6 After saying goodbye to each other, we
went on board the ship, and they returned
home again.

7When we had finished the voyage from
Tyre, we arrived at Ptolemais. We greeted
the brothers and stayed with them one day.

8 On the next day, we who were Paul’s
companions departed and came to Cae-
sarea.
We entered into the house of Philip the

evangelist, who was one of the seven, and
stayed with him.

9Now thismanhad four virgin daughters
who prophesied.

10Aswe stayed there some days, a certain
prophet named Agabus came down from
Judea.

11 Coming to us and taking Paul’s belt,
he bound his own feet and hands, and
said, “The Holy Spirit says: ‘So the Jews at
Jerusalemwill bind themanwho owns this
belt, and will deliver him into the hands of
the Gentiles.’ ”

12When we heard these things, both we
and the people of that place begged himnot
to go up to Jerusalem.

13 Then Paul answered, “What are you
doing,weepingandbreakingmyheart? For
I am ready not only to be bound, but also
to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord
Jesus.”

14When he would not be persuaded, we
ceased, saying, “The Lord’s will be done.”

15 After these days we took up our bag-
gage and went up to Jerusalem.

16 Some of the disciples from Caesarea
also went with us, bringing one Mnason of
Cyprus, an early disciple, with whom we
would stay.

17 When we had come to Jerusalem, the
brothers received us gladly.

18The day following, Paulwent inwith us
to James; and all the elders were present.

19 When he had greeted them, he re-
ported onebyone the thingswhichGodhad

§ 20:28: TR, NU omit “the Lord and” † 20:32: The word for “brothers” here and where the context allows may also
be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”



Acts 21:20 1161 Acts 22:8

worked amongst the Gentiles through his
ministry.

20 They, when they heard it, glorified
God. They said to him, “You see, brother,
howmany thousands thereareamongst the
Jews of those who have believed, and they
are all zealous for the law.

21 They have been informed about you,
that you teach all the Jewswho are amongst
the Gentiles to forsake Moses, telling them
not to circumcise their children and not to
walk after the customs.

22 What then? The assembly must cer-
tainlymeet, for theywill hear that youhave
come.

23Thereforedowhatwe tell you. Wehave
fourmenwho have taken a vow.

24 Take them and purify yourself with
them, and pay their expenses for them, that
they may shave their heads. Then all will
know that there is no truth in the things
that they have been informed about you,
but that you yourself also walk keeping the
law.

25 But concerning the Gentiles who be-
lieve, we have written our decision that
they should observe no such thing, except
that they should keep themselves from food
offered to idols, from blood, from strangled
things, and from sexual immorality.”

26 Then Paul took the men, and the next
day purified himself and went with them
into the temple, declaring the fulfilment of
the days of purification, until the offering
was offered for every one of them.

27When the seven dayswere almost com-
pleted, the Jews from Asia, when they saw
him in the temple, stirred up all the multi-
tude and laid hands on him,

28 crying out, “Men of Israel, help! This is
the man who teaches all men everywhere
against the people, and the law, and this
place. Moreover, he also brought Greeks
into the temple and has defiled this holy
place!”

29 For they had seen Trophimus the Eph-
esian, with him in the city, and they sup-
posed that Paul had brought him into the
temple.

30 All the city was moved and the people
ran together. They seized Paul and dragged
him out of the temple. Immediately the
doors were shut.

31 As they were trying to kill him, news
came up to the commanding officer of the
regiment that all Jerusalem was in an up-
roar.

32 Immediately he took soldiers and cen-
turions and ran down to them. They, when
they saw the chief captain and the soldiers,
stopped beating Paul.

33 Then the commanding officer came
near, arrested him, commanded him to be
bound with two chains, and enquired who
he was andwhat he had done.

34 Some shouted one thing and some
another, amongst the crowd. When he
couldn’t find out the truth because of the
noise, he commanded him to be brought
into the barracks.

35When he came to the stairs, hewas car-
ried by the soldiers because of the violence
of the crowd;

36 for themultitudeof thepeople followed
after, crying out, “Awaywith him!”

37 As Paul was about to be brought into
the barracks, he asked the commanding
officer, “May I speak to you?”
He said, “Do you know Greek?
38 Aren’t you then the Egyptian who be-

fore thesedays stirredup to seditionand led
out into the wilderness the four thousand
men of the Assassins?”

39 But Paul said, “I am a Jew from Tarsus
in Cilicia, a citizen of no insignificant city. I
beg you, allowme to speak to the people.”

40 When he had given him permission,
Paul, standing on the stairs, beckoned with
his hand to the people. When there was
a great silence, he spoke to them in the
Hebrew language, saying,

22
1 “Brothers and fathers, listen to the de-

fence which I nowmake to you.”
2When they heard that he spoke to them

in the Hebrew language, they were even
more quiet.
He said,
3 “I am indeed a Jew, born in Tarsus of

Cilicia, but brought up in this city at the
feet ofGamaliel, instructed according to the
strict tradition of the law of our fathers,
being zealous for God, even as you all are
today.

4 I persecuted thisWay to the death, bind-
ing and delivering into prisons both men
andwomen,

5as also the high priest and all the council
of the elders testify, from whom also I re-
ceived letters to the brothers, and travelled
to Damascus to bring them also who were
there to Jerusalem in bonds to be punished.

6 “As I made my journey and came close
to Damascus, about noon suddenly a great
light shone aroundme from the sky.

7 I fell to the ground and heard a voice
saying to me, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you
persecutingme?’

8 I answered, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ He
said tome, ‘I am JesusofNazareth,whom
you persecute.’
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9 “Those who were with me indeed saw
the light and were afraid, but they didn’t
understand the voice of him who spoke to
me.

10 I said, ‘What shall I do, Lord?’ The Lord
said to me, ‘Arise, and go into Damascus.
There you will be told about all things
which are appointed for you to do.’

11When I couldn’t see for the glory of that
light, being led by the hand of those who
were withme, I came into Damascus.

12 “One Ananias, a devout man according
to the law, well reported of by all the Jews
who lived in Damascus,

13 came to me, and standing by me said
to me, ‘Brother Saul, receive your sight!’ In
that very hour I looked up at him.

14 He said, ‘The God of our fathers has
appointed you to know his will, and to see
the Righteous One, and to hear a voice from
his mouth.

15 For you will be a witness for him to all
men of what you have seen and heard.

16 Now why do you wait? Arise, be bap-
tised, and wash away your sins, calling on
the name of the Lord.’

17 “When I had returned to Jerusalemand
while I prayed in the temple, I fell into a
trance

18 and saw him saying to me, ‘Hurry and
get out of Jerusalem quickly, because
theywill not receive testimonyconcern-
ingme from you.’

19 I said, ‘Lord, they themselves know that
I imprisoned and beat in every synagogue
those who believed in you.

20 When the blood of Stephen, your wit-
ness, was shed, I also was standing by,
consenting to his death, and guarding the
cloaks of those who killed him.’

21“He said tome, ‘Depart, for Iwill send
you out far from here to the Gentiles.’ ”

22 They listened to him until he said that;
then they lifted up their voice and said, “Rid
the earth of this fellow, for he isn’t fit to
live!”

23As they criedout, threwoff their cloaks,
and threw dust into the air,

24 the commanding officer commanded
him to be brought into the barracks, order-
ing him to be examined by scourging, that
hemight know forwhat crime they shouted
against him like that.

25When they had tied himupwith straps,
Paul asked the centurion who stood by, “Is
it lawful for you to scourge a man who is a
Roman, and not found guilty?”

26When the centurion heard it, he went
to the commanding officer and told him,

“Watch what you are about to do, for this
man is a Roman!”

27 The commanding officer came and
asked him, “Tell me, are you a Roman?”
He said, “Yes.”
28 The commanding officer answered, “I

bought my citizenship for a great price.”
Paul said, “But I was born a Roman.”
29 Immediately those who were about to

examine him departed from him, and the
commanding officer also was afraid when
herealised thathewasaRoman, becausehe
had bound him.

30 But on the next day, desiring to know
the truth about why he was accused by the
Jews, he freedhim from thebonds and com-
manded the chief priests and all the council
to come together, and brought Paul down
and set him before them.

23
1 Paul, looking steadfastly at the council,

said, “Brothers, I have lived before God in
all good conscience until today.”

2 The high priest, Ananias, commanded
thosewho stood by him to strike him on the
mouth.

3 Then Paul said to him, “God will strike
you, you whitewashed wall! Do you sit to
judge me according to the law, and com-
mandme to be struck contrary to the law?”

4Thosewhostoodby said, “Doyoumalign
God’s high priest?”

5 Paul said, “I didn’t know, brothers, that
he was high priest. For it is written, ‘You
shall not speak evil of a ruler of your peo-
ple.’ ”*

6 But when Paul perceived that the one
part were Sadducees and the other Phar-
isees, he cried out in the council, “Men and
brothers, I am a Pharisee, a son of Phar-
isees. Concerning the hope and resurrec-
tion of the dead I am being judged!”

7 When he had said this, an argument
arose between the Pharisees and Sad-
ducees, and the crowdwas divided.

8 For the Sadducees say that there is no
resurrection, nor angel, nor spirit; but the
Pharisees confess all of these.

9A great clamour arose, and some of the
scribes of the Pharisees’ part stood up, and
contended, saying, “We find no evil in this
man. But if a spirit or angel has spoken to
him, let’s not fight against God!”

10Whena great argument arose, the com-
manding officer, fearing that Paul would
be torn in pieces by them, commanded the
soldiers to go down and take him by force
from amongst them and bring him into the
barracks.

* 23:5: Exodus 22:28



Acts 23:11 1163 Acts 24:7

11 The following night, the Lord stood by
him and said, “Cheer up, Paul, for as you
have testified aboutmeat Jerusalem, so
youmust testify also at Rome.”

12 When it was day, some of the Jews
banded together andbound themselves un-
der a curse, saying that they would neither
eat nor drink until they had killed Paul.

13 There were more than forty people
who hadmade this conspiracy.

14 They came to the chief priests and the
elders, and said, “Wehave bound ourselves
underagreat curse to tastenothinguntilwe
have killed Paul.

15 Now therefore, you with the coun-
cil inform the commanding officer that he
should bring him down to you tomorrow,
as though you were going to judge his case
more exactly. We are ready to kill him
before he comes near.”

16 But Paul’s sister’s son heard they were
lying in wait, and he came and entered into
the barracks and told Paul.

17 Paul summoned one of the centurions
and said, “Bring this youngman to the com-
manding officer, for he has something to
tell him.”

18 So he took him and brought him to
the commanding officer and said, “Paul,
the prisoner, summoned me and asked me
to bring this young man to you. He has
something to tell you.”

19 The commanding officer took him by
the hand, and going aside, asked him pri-
vately, “What is it that you have to tell me?”

20 He said, “The Jews have agreed to
ask you to bring Paul down to the coun-
cil tomorrow, as though intending to en-
quire somewhat more accurately concern-
ing him.

21Therefore don’t yield to them, formore
than fortymen lie inwait forhim,whohave
bound themselves under a curse to neither
eat nor drink until they have killed him.
Nowtheyare ready, looking for thepromise
from you.”

22 So the commanding officer let the
young man go, charging him, “Tell no one
that you have revealed these things to me.”

23 He called to himself two of the centu-
rions, and said, “Prepare two hundred sol-
diers to go as far as Caesarea, with seventy
horsemen and two hundred men armed
with spears, at the third hour of the night.”†

24He asked them to provide mounts, that
they might set Paul on one, and bring him
safely to Felix the governor.

25Hewrote a letter like this:

26 “Claudius Lysias to the most excellent
governor Felix: Greetings.

27 “This man was seized by the Jews, and
was about to be killed by themwhen I came
with the soldiers and rescued him, having
learnt that he was a Roman.

28 Desiring to know the cause why they
accused him, I brought him down to their
council.

29 I found him to be accused about ques-
tions of their law, but not to be chargedwith
anything worthy of death or of imprison-
ment.

30 When I was told that the Jews lay in
wait for the man, I sent him to you imme-
diately, charging his accusers also to bring
their accusations against him before you.
Farewell.”

31 So the soldiers, carrying out their or-
ders, took Paul and brought him by night to
Antipatris.

32But on the next day they left the horse-
men to go with him, and returned to the
barracks.

33 When they came to Caesarea and de-
livered the letter to the governor, they also
presented Paul to him.

34 When the governor had read it, he
asked what province he was from. When
he understood that he was from Cilicia, he
said,

35 “I will hear you fully when your ac-
cusers also arrive.” He commanded that he
be kept in Herod’s palace.

24
1 After five days, the high priest, Ana-

nias, came downwith certain elders and an
orator, one Tertullus. They informed the
governor against Paul.

2When he was called, Tertullus began to
accuse him, saying, “Seeing that by you we
enjoy much peace, and that prosperity is
coming to this nation by your foresight,

3we accept it in all ways and in all places,
most excellent Felix, with all thankfulness.

4 But that I don’t delay you, I entreat you
to bear with us and hear a fewwords.

5 For we have found this man to be
a plague, an instigator of insurrections
amongst all the Jews throughout the
world, and a ringleader of the sect of the
Nazarenes.

6Heeven tried to profane the temple, and
we arrested him.†

7 ‡

† 23:23: about 9:00 p.m. † 24:6: TR adds “We wanted to judge him according to our law,” ‡ 24:7: TR adds

“but the commanding officer, Lysias, came by and with great violence took him out of our hands,” § 24:8: TR adds
“commanding his accusers to come to you.”
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8§Byexamininghimyourself youmayas-
certain all these things of which we accuse
him.”

9 The Jews also joined in the attack, af-
firming that these things were so.

10 When the governor had beckoned to
him to speak, Paul answered, “Because I
know that you have been a judge of this
nation for many years, I cheerfully make
my defence,

11 seeing that you can verify that it is not
more than twelve days since I went up to
worship at Jerusalem.

12 In the temple they didn’t find me dis-
puting with anyone or stirring up a crowd,
either in the synagogues or in the city.

13Nor can they prove to you the things of
which they now accuseme.

14But this I confess to you, that according
to theWay, which they call a sect, so I serve
the God of our fathers, believing all things
which are according to the law, and which
are written in the prophets;

15having hope towards God, which these
also themselves look for, that there will be
a resurrection of the dead, both of the just
and unjust.

16 In this I also practise always having a
consciencevoidof offence towardsGodand
men.

17Now after some years, I came to bring
gifts for the needy to my nation, and offer-
ings;

18 amid which certain Jews from Asia
foundme purified in the temple, not with a
mob, nor with turmoil.

19 They ought to have been here before
you and to make accusation if they had
anything against me.

20 Or else let these men themselves say
what injustice they found in me when I
stood before the council,

21unless it is for this one thing that I cried
standing amongst them, ‘Concerning the
resurrection of the dead I am being judged
before you today!’ ”

22 But Felix, having more exact knowl-
edge concerning the Way, deferred them,
saying, “When Lysias, the commanding of-
ficer, comes down, I will decide your case.”

23 He ordered the centurion that Paul
should be kept in custody and should have
someprivileges, and not to forbid any of his
friends to serve him or to visit him.

24 After some days, Felix came with
Drusilla his wife, who was a Jewess, and
sent for Paul and heard him concerning the
faith in Christ Jesus.

25 As he reasoned about righteousness,
self-control, and the judgement to come,
Felixwas terrified, and answered, “Go your

way for this time, andwhen it is convenient
for me, I will summon you.”

26Meanwhile, he also hoped that money
wouldbegiven tohimbyPaul, thathemight
release him. Therefore also he sent for him
more often and talked with him.

27Butwhen twoyearswere fulfilled, Felix
was succeededbyPorcius Festus, anddesir-
ing to gain favour with the Jews, Felix left
Paul in bonds.

25
1 Festus therefore, having come into the

province, after three days went up to
Jerusalem from Caesarea.

2 Then the high priest and the principal
men of the Jews informed him against Paul,
and they begged him,

3 asking a favour against him, that he
would summon him to Jerusalem, plotting
to kill him on the way.

4 However Festus answered that Paul
should be kept in custody at Caesarea, and
that he himself was about to depart shortly.

5 “Let them therefore”, he said, “that are
in power amongst you go down with me,
and if there is anything wrong in the man,
let them accuse him.”

6 When he had stayed amongst them
more than ten days, he went down to Cae-
sarea, and on the next day he sat on the
judgement seat, and commanded Paul to be
brought.

7 When he had come, the Jews who
had come down from Jerusalem stood
around him, bringing against him many
and grievous charges which they could not
prove,

8 while he said in his defence, “Neither
against the law of the Jews, nor against the
temple, nor against Caesar, have I sinned at
all.”

9 But Festus, desiring to gain favour with
the Jews, answered Paul and said, “Are you
willing to go up to Jerusalem and be judged
byme there concerning these things?”

10 But Paul said, “I am standing before
Caesar’s judgement seat, where I ought to
be tried. I have done no wrong to the Jews,
as you also know very well.

11For if I have donewrong andhave com-
mitted anything worthy of death, I don’t
refuse to die; but if none of those things is
true that they accuseme of, no one can give
me up to them. I appeal to Caesar!”

12 Then Festus, when he had conferred
with the council, answered, “You have ap-
pealed to Caesar. To Caesar you shall go.”

13Nowwhen some days had passed, King
Agrippa and Bernice arrived at Caesarea
and greeted Festus.
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14 As he stayed there many days, Festus
laid Paul’s case before the king, saying,
“There is a certain man left a prisoner by
Felix;

15 about whom, when I was at Jerusalem,
the chief priests and the elders of the Jews
informedme, asking for a sentence against
him.

16 I answered them that it is not the cus-
tom of the Romans to give up any man to
destruction before the accused has met the
accusers face to face and has had oppor-
tunity to make his defence concerning the
matter laid against him.

17 When therefore they had come to-
gether here, I didn’t delay, but on the next
day sat on the judgement seat and com-
manded theman to be brought.

18 When the accusers stood up, they
brought no charges against him of such
things as I supposed;

19 but had certain questions against him
about their own religion and about one Je-
sus, who was dead, whom Paul affirmed to
be alive.

20 Being perplexed how to enquire con-
cerning these things, I asked whether he
was willing to go to Jerusalem and there be
judged concerning these matters.

21But when Paul had appealed to be kept
for the decision of the emperor, I com-
manded him to be kept until I could send
him to Caesar.”

22 Agrippa said to Festus, “I also would
like to hear themanmyself.”

“Tomorrow,” he said, “you shall hear
him.”

23 So on the next day, when Agrippa and
Bernice had come with great pomp, and
they had entered into the place of hearing
with the commanding officers and the prin-
cipal men of the city, at the command of
Festus, Paul was brought in.

24Festus said, “King Agrippa, and all men
who are here present with us, you see this
man about whom all the multitude of the
Jews petitioned me, both at Jerusalem and
here, crying that he ought not to live any
longer.

25 But when I found that he had commit-
ted nothingworthy of death, and as he him-
self appealed to the emperor, I determined
to send him,

26 of whom I have no certain thing to
write to my lord. Therefore I have brought
him out before you, and especially before
you, King Agrippa, that, after examination
I may have something to write.

27 For it seems to me unreasonable, in
sending a prisoner, not to also specify the
charges against him.”

26
1Agrippa said to Paul, “Youmay speak for

yourself.”
Then Paul stretched out his hand, and

made his defence.
2“I thinkmyself happy, KingAgrippa, that

I am to make my defence before you today
concerning all the things that I am accused
by the Jews,

3 especially because you are expert in all
customs and questions which are amongst
the Jews. Therefore I beg you to hear me
patiently.

4 “Indeed, all the Jews know my way of
life frommy youth up, which was from the
beginning amongst my own nation and at
Jerusalem;

5having known me from the first, if they
are willing to testify, that after the strictest
sect of our religion I lived a Pharisee.

6 Now I stand here to be judged for the
hope of the promise made by God to our
fathers,

7which our twelve tribes, earnestly serv-
ing night and day, hope to attain. Concern-
ing this hope I amaccused by the Jews, King
Agrippa!

8Why is it judged incredible with you if
God does raise the dead?

9 “I myself most certainly thought that I
ought to do many things contrary to the
name of Jesus of Nazareth.

10 I also did this in Jerusalem. I both shut
up many of the saints in prisons, having
received authority from the chief priests;
and when they were put to death I gave my
vote against them.

11 Punishing them often in all the syna-
gogues, I tried to make them blaspheme.
Being exceedingly enraged against them, I
persecuted them even to foreign cities.

12“Whereuponas I travelled toDamascus
with the authority and commission from
the chief priests,

13at noon, O king, I saw on theway a light
from the sky, brighter than the sun, shining
around me and those who travelled with
me.

14When we had all fallen to the earth, I
heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew
language, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you per-
secuting me? It is hard for you to kick
against the goads.’

15 “I said, ‘Who are you, Lord?’
“He said, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are

persecuting.
16Butarise, andstandonyour feet, for

I have appeared to you for this purpose:
to appoint you a servant and a witness
both of the things which you have seen
and of the things which I will reveal to
you;
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17delivering you from the people and
from the Gentiles, to whom I send you,

18 to open their eyes, that they may
turn from darkness to light and from
thepowerofSatan toGod, that theymay
receive remission of sins and an inheri-
tance amongst those who are sanctified
by faith inme.’

19 “Therefore, King Agrippa, I was not
disobedient to the heavenly vision,

20but declared first to them of Damascus,
at Jerusalem, and throughout all the coun-
try of Judea, and also to the Gentiles, that
they should repent and turn to God, doing
works worthy of repentance.

21 For this reason the Jews seized me in
the temple and tried to kill me.

22 Having therefore obtained the help
that is from God, I stand to this day testi-
fying both to small and great, saying noth-
ing but what the prophets and Moses said
would happen,

23how the Christmust suffer, and how, by
the resurrection of the dead, he would be
first to proclaim light both to these people
and to the Gentiles.”

24 As he thus made his defence, Festus
said with a loud voice, “Paul, you are crazy!
Your great learning is driving you insane!”

25 But he said, “I am not crazy, most ex-
cellent Festus, but boldly declare words of
truth and reasonableness.

26 For the king knows of these things, to
whom also I speak freely. For I am per-
suaded that none of these things is hidden
from him, for this has not been done in a
corner.

27 King Agrippa, do you believe the
prophets? I know that you believe.”

28Agrippa said to Paul, “With a little per-
suasion are you trying to make me a Chris-
tian?”

29 Paul said, “I pray to God, that whether
with little or with much, not only you, but
also all that hear me today, might become
such as I am, except for these bonds.”

30The king rose upwith the governor and
Bernice, and those who sat with them.

31When they had withdrawn, they spoke
to one another, saying, “This man does
nothing worthy of death or of bonds.”

32Agrippa said to Festus, “Thismanmight
have been set free if he had not appealed to
Caesar.”

27
1When it was determined that we should

sail for Italy, they delivered Paul and cer-
tain other prisoners to a centurion named
Julius, of the Augustan band.

2 Embarking in a ship of Adramyttium,
which was about to sail to places on the
coast of Asia, we put to sea, Aristarchus, a
Macedonian of Thessalonica being with us.

3 The next day, we touched at Sidon.
Julius treated Paul kindly and gave him
permission to go to his friends and refresh
himself.

4 Putting to sea from there, we sailed un-
der the lee of Cyprus, because the winds
were contrary.

5 When we had sailed across the sea
which is offCilicia and Pamphylia, we came
toMyra, a city of Lycia.

6 There the centurion found a ship of
Alexandria sailing for Italy, and he put us
on board.

7When we had sailed slowly many days,
and had come with difficulty opposite
Cnidus, the wind not allowing us further,
we sailed under the lee of Crete, opposite
Salmone.

8With difficulty sailing along it we came
to a certain place called Fair Havens, near
the city of Lasea.

9 When much time had passed and the
voyage was now dangerous because the
Fast had now already gone by, Paul admon-
ished them

10 and said to them, “Sirs, I perceive that
the voyage will be with injury and much
loss, not only of the cargo and the ship, but
also of our lives.”

11 But the centurion gave more heed to
themaster and to theownerof the ship than
to those things which were spoken by Paul.

12 Because the haven was not suitable to
winter in, the majority advised going to
sea from there, if by any means they could
reach Phoenix and winter there, which is a
port of Crete, looking southwest and north-
west.

13When the south wind blew softly, sup-
posing that they had obtained their pur-
pose, theyweighed anchor and sailed along
Crete, close to shore.

14 But before long, a stormy wind beat
down from shore, which is called Euro-
clydon.†

15When the shipwas caught and couldn’t
face the wind, we gave way to it and were
driven along.

16Running under the lee of a small island
called Clauda, wewere able, with difficulty,
to secure the boat.

17After they had hoisted it up, they used
cables to help reinforce the ship. Fearing
that they would run aground on the Syrtis
sand bars, they lowered the sea anchor, and
so were driven along.

† 27:14: Or, “a northeaster”.
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18 As we laboured exceedingly with the
storm, the next day they began to throw
things overboard.

19 On the third day, they threw out the
ship’s tackle with their own hands.

20Whenneither sunnor stars shoneonus
for many days, and no small storm pressed
on us, all hope that we would be saved was
now taken away.

21When theyhadbeen longwithout food,
Paul stood up in the middle of them and
said, “Sirs, you should have listened to me,
and not have set sail from Crete and have
gotten this injury and loss.

22Now I exhort you to cheer up, for there
will be no loss of life amongst you, but only
of the ship.

23 For there stood by me this night an
angel, belonging to the Godwhose I am and
whom I serve,

24 saying, ‘Don’t be afraid, Paul. You
must stand before Caesar. Behold, God has
granted you all those who sail with you.’

25 Therefore, sirs, cheer up! For I believe
God, that itwill be just as it has been spoken
tome.

26 But we must run aground on a certain
island.”

27 But when the fourteenth night had
come, as we were driven back and forth in
the Adriatic Sea, about midnight the sailors
surmised that they were drawing near to
some land.

28They took soundings and found twenty
fathoms.‡ After a little while, they took
soundings again, and found fifteen fath-
oms.§

29Fearing that we would run aground on
rocky ground, they let go four anchors from
the stern, and wished for daylight.

30 As the sailors were trying to flee out
of the ship and had lowered the boat into
the sea, pretending that they would lay out
anchors from the bow,

31 Paul said to the centurion and to the
soldiers, “Unless these stay in the ship, you
can’t be saved.”

32Then the soldiers cut away the ropes of
the boat and let it fall off.

33 While the day was coming on, Paul
begged them all to take some food, saying,
“Today is the fourteenth day that you wait
and continue fasting, having takennothing.

34 Therefore I beg you to take some food,
for this is for your safety; for not a hair will
perish from any of your heads.”

35 When he had said this and had taken
bread, he gave thanks to God in the pres-
enceof all; thenhebroke it andbegan toeat.

36Then they all cheered up, and they also
took food.

37 In all, we were two hundred and
seventy-six souls on the ship.

38 When they had eaten enough, they
lightened the ship, throwing out the wheat
into the sea.

39When it was day, they didn’t recognise
the land, but theynoticed a certainbaywith
a beach, and they decided to try to drive the
ship onto it.

40 Casting off the anchors, they left them
in the sea, at the same time untying the
rudder ropes. Hoistingup the foresail to the
wind, theymade for the beach.

41 But coming to a place where two seas
met, they ran the vessel aground. The bow
struck and remained immovable, but the
stern began to break up by the violence of
the waves.

42 The soldiers’ counsel was to kill the
prisoners, so that noneof themwould swim
out and escape.

43But the centurion, desiring to savePaul,
stopped them from their purpose, and com-
manded that those who could swim should
throw themselves overboard first to go to-
wards the land;

44 and the rest should follow, some on
planks and some on other things from the
ship. So they all escaped safely to the land.

28
1Whenwehad escaped, then they† learnt

that the island was calledMalta.
2Thenatives showedusuncommonkind-

ness; for they kindled a fire and received us
all, because of the present rain and because
of the cold.

3 But when Paul had gathered a bundle
of sticks and laid them on the fire, a viper
came out because of the heat and fastened
on his hand.

4 When the natives saw the creature
hanging from his hand, they said to one
another, “No doubt this man is a murderer,
whom, though he has escaped from the sea,
yet Justice has not allowed to live.”

5However he shook off the creature into
the fire, and wasn’t harmed.

6 But they expected that he would have
swollen or fallen down dead suddenly, but
when theywatched for a long time and saw
nothing bad happen to him, they changed
their minds and said that he was a god.

7Now in the neighbourhood of that place
were landsbelonging to thechiefmanof the
island, namedPublius,whoreceivedusand
courteously entertained us for three days.

‡ 27:28: 20 fathoms = 120 feet = 36.6 metres § 27:28: 15 fathoms = 90 feet = 27.4 metres † 28:1: NU reads “we”
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8 The father of Publius lay sick of fever
and dysentery. Paul entered in to him,
prayed, and layinghishandsonhim, healed
him.

9 Then when this was done, the rest also
who had diseases in the island came and
were cured.

10They also honoured us withmany hon-
ours; and when we sailed, they put on
board the things that we needed.

11After threemonths, we set sail in a ship
of Alexandria which had wintered in the
island, whose figurehead was “The Twin
Brothers.”

12 Touching at Syracuse, we stayed there
three days.

13 From there we circled around and ar-
rived at Rhegium. After one day, a south
wind sprang up, and on the second day we
came to Puteoli,

14 where we found brothers,‡ and were
entreated to stay with them for seven days.
So we came to Rome.

15 From there the brothers, when they
heard of us, came to meet us as far as The
Market of Appius and The Three Taverns.
When Paul saw them, he thanked God and
took courage.

16Whenweentered intoRome, the centu-
rion delivered the prisoners to the captain
of theguard, butPaulwasallowed to stayby
himself with the soldier who guarded him.

17 After three days Paul called together
those who were the leaders of the Jews.
When they had come together, he said to
them, “I, brothers, though I had done noth-
ing against the people or the customs of our
fathers, still was delivered prisoner from
Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans,

18who, when they had examined me, de-
sired to set me free, because there was no
cause of death inme.

19 But when the Jews spoke against it, I
was constrained to appeal to Caesar, not
that I had anything about which to accuse
my nation.

20 For this cause therefore I asked to see
you and to speak with you. For because
of the hope of Israel I am bound with this
chain.”

21They said to him, “We neither received
letters from Judea concerning you, nor did
anyof the brothers comehere and report or
speak any evil of you.

22 But we desire to hear from you what
you think. For, as concerning this sect, it
is known to us that everywhere it is spoken
against.”

23 When they had appointed him a day,
many people came to him at his lodging. He
explained to them, testifying about God’s
Kingdom, andpersuading themconcerning
Jesus, both from the law of Moses and from
the prophets, frommorning until evening.

24 Some believed the things which were
spoken, and some disbelieved.

25When they didn’t agree amongst them-
selves, they departed after Paul had spoken
onemessage: “TheHoly Spirit spoke rightly
through Isaiah the prophet to our fathers,

26 saying,
‘Go to this people and say,
in hearing, you will hear,

but will in no way understand.
In seeing, you will see,

but will in no way perceive.
27For this people’s heart has grown callous.

Their ears are dull of hearing.
Their eyes they have closed.

Lest they should see with their eyes,
hear with their ears,
understand with their heart,
and would turn again,
then I would heal them.’*

28 “Be it known therefore to you that the
salvation of God is sent to the nations, and
they will listen.”

29Whenhehadsaid thesewords, the Jews
departed, having a great dispute amongst
themselves.§

30Paul stayed twowhole years in his own
rented house and received all who were
coming to him,

31preachingGod’s Kingdomand teaching
the things concerning the Lord Jesus Christ
with all boldness, without hindrance.

‡ 28:14: Theword for “brothers” here andwhere context allowsmay also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters”
or “siblings.” * 28:27: Isaiah 6:9-10 § 28:29: NU omits verse 29.
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Paul’s Letter to the
Romans

1Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ,† called to
be an apostle, set apart for the Good News
of God,

2 which he promised before through his
prophets in the holy Scriptures,

3concerning his Son,whowas born of the
offspring‡ of David according to the flesh,

4who was declared to be the Son of God
with power according to the Spirit of ho-
liness, by the resurrection from the dead,
Jesus Christ our Lord,

5 through whom we received grace and
apostleship for obedience of faith amongst
all the nations for his name’s sake;

6 amongst whom you are also called to
belong to Jesus Christ;

7 to all who are in Rome, beloved of God,
called to be saints: Grace to you and peace
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

8 First, I thank my God through Jesus
Christ for all of you, that your faith is pro-
claimed throughout the whole world.

9 For God is my witness, whom I serve in
my spirit in the Good News of his Son, how
unceasingly I make mention of you always
inmy prayers,

10requesting, if byanymeansnowat last I
maybeprosperedby thewill ofGod to come
to you.

11 For I long to see you, that I may impart
to you some spiritual gift, to the end that
youmay be established;

12 that is, that I with you may be encour-
aged in you, each of us by the other’s faith,
both yours andmine.

13 Now I don’t desire to have you un-
aware, brothers, that I often planned to
come to you (andwas hindered so far), that
I might have some fruit amongst you also,
even as amongst the rest of the Gentiles.

14 I am debtor both to Greeks and to for-
eigners, both to the wise and to the foolish.

15 So as much as is in me, I am eager to
preach the Good News to you also who are
in Rome.

16For I amnot ashamedof theGoodNews
of Christ, because it is the power of God for
salvation for everyonewhobelieves, for the
Jew first, and also for the Greek.

17For in it is revealedGod’s righteousness
from faith to faith. As it is written, “But the
righteous shall live by faith.”*

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from
heaven against all ungodliness and unrigh-
teousness ofmenwho suppress the truth in
unrighteousness,

19 because that which is known of God
is revealed in them, for God revealed it to
them.

20For the invisible things of him since the
creationof theworld are clearly seen, being
perceived through the things that aremade,
even his everlasting power and divinity,
that theymay be without excuse.

21 Because knowing God, they didn’t glo-
rify him as God, and didn’t give thanks, but
became vain in their reasoning, and their
senseless heart was darkened.

22 Professing themselves to be wise, they
became fools,

23 and traded the glory of the incorrupt-
ible God for the likeness of an image of
corruptible man, and of birds, four-footed
animals, and creeping things.

24 Therefore God also gave them up in
the lusts of their hearts to uncleanness,
that their bodies should be dishonoured
amongst themselves;

25who exchanged the truth of God for a
lie, and worshipped and served the crea-
ture rather than the Creator, who is blessed
forever. Amen.

26 For this reason, God gave them up to
vile passions. For theirwomen changed the
natural function into that which is against
nature.

27Likewise also the men, leaving the nat-
ural function of the woman, burnt in their
lust towards one another, men doing what
is inappropriatewithmen, and receiving in
themselves the due penalty of their error.

28 Even as they refused to have God in
their knowledge, God gave them up to a
reprobate mind, to do those things which
are not fitting;

29 being filled with all unrighteousness,
sexual immorality, wickedness, covetous-
ness, malice; full of envy, murder, strife,
deceit, evil habits, secret slanderers,

30backbiters, hateful to God, insolent, ar-
rogant, boastful, inventors of evil things,
disobedient to parents,

31 without understanding, covenant
breakers, without natural affection,
unforgiving, unmerciful;

32 who, knowing the ordinance of God,
that thosewhopractise such thingsarewor-
thy of death, not only do the same, but also
approve of those who practise them.

2
1 Therefore you are without excuse, O

† 1:1: “Christ” means “Anointed One”. ‡ 1:3: or, seed * 1:17: Habakkuk 2:4
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man, whoever you are who judge. For
in that which you judge another, you con-
demn yourself. For you who judge practise
the same things.

2 We know that the judgement of God is
according to truth against those who prac-
tise such things.

3 Do you think this, O man who judges
those who practise such things, and do the
same, that youwill escape the judgement of
God?

4Or do you despise the riches of his good-
ness, forbearance, and patience, not know-
ing that the goodness of God leads you to
repentance?

5But according to your hardness and un-
repentant heart you are treasuring up for
yourself wrath in the day of wrath, revela-
tion, andof the righteous judgement ofGod,

6who “will pay back to everyone accord-
ing to their works:”*

7 to those who by perseverance in well-
doing seek for glory, honour, and incor-
ruptibility, eternal life;

8 but to those who are self-seeking and
don’t obey the truth, but obey unrighteous-
ness, will be wrath, indignation,

9 oppression, and anguish on every soul
of man who does evil, to the Jew first, and
also to the Greek.

10 But glory, honour, and peace go to ev-
erymanwhodoes good, to the Jewfirst, and
also to the Greek.

11For there is no partiality with God.
12For asmany as have sinnedwithout the

law will also perish without the law. As
many as have sinned under the law will be
judged by the law.

13 For it isn’t the hearers of the law who
are righteous before God, but the doers of
the lawwill be justified

14 (for when Gentiles who don’t have the
lawdobynature the thingsof the law, these,
not having the law, are a law to themselves,

15 in that they show the work of the law
written in their hearts, their conscience
testifying with them, and their thoughts
amongst themselves accusing or else excus-
ing them)

16 in the day when God will judge the
secrets ofmen, according tomyGoodNews,
by Jesus Christ.

17 Indeed you bear the name of a Jew, rest
on the law, glory in God,

18 know his will, and approve the things
that are excellent, being instructed out of
the law,

19and are confident that you yourself are
a guide of the blind, a light to thosewho are
in darkness,

20 a corrector of the foolish, a teacher
of babies, having in the law the form of
knowledge and of the truth.

21You therefore who teach another, don’t
you teach yourself? You who preach that a
man shouldn’t steal, do you steal?

22 You who say a man shouldn’t commit
adultery, do you commit adultery? Youwho
abhor idols, do you rob temples?

23 You who glory in the law, do you dis-
honour God by disobeying the law?

24 For “the name of God is blasphemed
amongst the Gentiles because of you,”* just
as it is written.

25 For circumcision indeed profits, if you
are a doer of the law, but if you are a trans-
gressor of the law, your circumcision has
become uncircumcision.

26 If therefore theuncircumcisedkeep the
ordinances of the law, won’t his uncircum-
cision be accounted as circumcision?

27Won’t those who are physically uncir-
cumcised, but fulfil the law, judge you, who
with the letter and circumcision are a trans-
gressor of the law?

28 For he is not a Jew who is one out-
wardly, neither is that circumcision which
is outward in the flesh;

29 but he is a Jew who is one inwardly,
and circumcision is that of the heart, in the
spirit, not in the letter; whose praise is not
frommen, but from God.

3
1 Then what advantage does the Jew

have? Orwhat is the profit of circumcision?
2Much in every way! Because first of all,

they were entrustedwith the revelations of
God.

3 For what if some were without faith?
Will their lack of faith nullify the faithful-
ness of God?

4May it never be! Yes, let God be found
true, but everyman a liar. As it is written,
“that youmight be justified in your words,

and might prevail when you come into
judgement.”*

5 But if our unrighteousness commends
the righteousness of God, what will we say?
Is God unrighteous who inflicts wrath? I
speak like men do.

6May it never be! For then how will God
judge the world?

7 For if the truth of God through my lie
abounded to his glory, why am I also still
judged as a sinner?

8 Why not (as we are slanderously re-
ported, and as some affirm that we say),

* 2:6: Psalms 62:12; Proverbs 24:12 * 2:24: Isaiah 52:5; Ezekiel 36:22 * 3:4: Psalms 51:4
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“Let’s do evil, that good may come?” Those
who say so are justly condemned.

9 What then? Are we better than they?
No, in no way. For we previously warned
both JewsandGreeks that theyareallunder
sin.

10As it is written,
“There is no one righteous;

no, not one.
11There is no one who understands.

There is no one who seeks after God.
12They have all turned away.

They have together become unprof-
itable.

There is no one who does good,
no, not so much as one.”*

13 “Their throat is an open tomb.
With their tongues they have used de-
ceit.”*

“The poison of vipers is under their lips.”*
14 “Their mouth is full of cursing and
bitterness.”*

15 “Their feet are swift to shed blood.
16 Destruction and misery are in their
ways.

17 The way of peace, they haven’t
known.”*

18 “There is no fear of God before their
eyes.”*

19Nowwe know thatwhatever things the
law says, it speaks to those who are under
the law, that every mouth may be closed,
and all theworldmay be brought under the
judgement of God.

20 Because by the works of the law, no
flesh will be justified in his sight; for
through the law comes the knowledge of
sin.

21 But now apart from the law, a righ-
teousness of God has been revealed, being
testified by the law and the prophets;

22 even the righteousness of God through
faith in Jesus Christ to all and on all those
who believe. For there is no distinction,

23 for all have sinned, and fall short of the
glory of God;

24 being justified freely by his grace
through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus,

25whom God sent to be an atoning sacri-
fice† through faith inhisblood, forademon-
stration of his righteousness through the
passing over of prior sins, in God’s forbear-
ance;

26 todemonstratehis righteousnessat this
present time, that he might himself be just
and the justifier of him who has faith in
Jesus.

27 Where then is the boasting? It is ex-
cluded. Bywhat kind of law? Ofworks? No,
but by a law of faith.

28 We maintain therefore that a man is
justifiedby faithapart fromtheworksof the
law.

29 Or is God the God of Jews only? Isn’t
he the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles
also,

30 since indeed there is one God who will
justify the circumcised by faith and the un-
circumcised through faith.

31 Do we then nullify the law through
faith? May it never be! No, we establish the
law.

4
1 What then will we say that Abraham,

our forefather, has found according to the
flesh?

2 For if Abraham was justified by works,
he has something to boast about, but not
towards God.

3For what does the Scripture say? “Abra-
ham believed God, and it was accounted to
him for righteousness.”*

4 Now to him who works, the reward
is not counted as grace, but as something
owed.

5 But to him who doesn’t work, but be-
lieves in him who justifies the ungodly, his
faith is accounted for righteousness.

6Even as David also pronounces blessing
on the man to whom God counts righteous-
ness apart fromworks:
7 “Blessed are theywhose iniquities are for-

given,
whose sins are covered.

8Blessed is the man whom the Lord will by
nomeans charge with sin.” *

9 Is this blessing thenpronouncedonly on
the circumcised, or on the uncircumcised
also? For we say that faith was accounted
to Abraham for righteousness.

10Howthenwas it counted? Whenhewas
in circumcision, or in uncircumcision? Not
in circumcision, but in uncircumcision.

11He received the sign of circumcision, a
seal of the righteousness of the faith which
he had while he was in uncircumcision,
that he might be the father of all those who
believe, though theymight be in uncircum-
cision, that righteousness might also be ac-
counted to them.

12He is the father of circumcision to those
who not only are of the circumcision, but
who also walk in the steps of that faith

* 3:12: Psalms 14:1-3; 53:1-3; Ecclesiastes 7:20 * 3:13: Psalms 5:9 * 3:13: Psalms 140:3 * 3:14: Psalms 10:7
* 3:17: Isaiah 59:7-8 * 3:18: Psalms 36:1 † 3:25: or, a propitiation * 4:3: Genesis 15:6 * 4:8: Psalms 32:1-2
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of our father Abraham, which he had in
uncircumcision.

13 For the promise to Abraham and to his
offspring that hewould be heir of theworld
wasn’t through the law, but through the
righteousness of faith.

14For if thosewhoareof the lawareheirs,
faith ismade void, and the promise ismade
of no effect.

15 For the law produces wrath; for where
there is no law, neither is there disobedi-
ence.

16 For this cause it is of faith, that it may
be according to grace, to the end that the
promisemaybe sure to all the offspring, not
to that only which is of the law, but to that
also which is of the faith of Abraham, who
is the father of us all.

17 As it is written, “I have made you a
father of many nations.”* This is in the
presence of him whom he believed: God,
who gives life to the dead, and calls the
things that are not, as though they were.

18 Against hope, Abraham in hope be-
lieved, to the end that he might become a
father of many nations, according to that
which had been spoken, “So will your off-
spring be.”*

19 Without being weakened in faith, he
didn’t consider his own body, already hav-
ing been worn out, (he being about a hun-
dred years old), and the deadness of Sarah’s
womb.

20 Yet, looking to the promise of God, he
didn’t waver through unbelief, but grew
strong through faith, giving glory to God,

21 and being fully assured that what he
had promised, he was also able to perform.

22 Therefore it also was “credited to him
for righteousness.”*

23 Now it was not written that it was ac-
counted to him for his sake alone,

24but for our sake also, towhom it will be
accounted, who believe in him who raised
Jesus our Lord from the dead,

25 who was delivered up for our tres-
passes, and was raised for our justification.

5
1 Being therefore justified by faith, we

have peace with God through our Lord Je-
sus Christ;

2 through whom we also have our access
by faith into this grace in which we stand.
We rejoice in hope of the glory of God.

3 Not only this, but we also rejoice in
our sufferings, knowing that suffering pro-
duces perseverance;

4 and perseverance, proven character;
and proven character, hope;

5and hope doesn’t disappoint us, because
God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through theHolySpiritwhowasgiven tous.

6For while wewere yet weak, at the right
time Christ died for the ungodly.

7 For one will hardly die for a righteous
man. Yet perhaps for a good person some-
one would even dare to die.

8 But God commends his own love to-
wards us, in thatwhilewewere yet sinners,
Christ died for us.

9 Much more then, being now justified
by his blood, we will be saved from God’s
wrath through him.

10For if while we were enemies, we were
reconciled to God through the death of his
Son, much more, being reconciled, we will
be saved by his life.

11 Not only so, but we also rejoice in
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through
whomwe have now received the reconcili-
ation.

12Therefore, as sin entered into theworld
through oneman, anddeath through sin, so
death passed to all men because all sinned.

13 For until the law, sin was in the world;
but sin is not charged when there is no law.

14Nevertheless death reigned fromAdam
until Moses, even over those whose sins
weren’t like Adam’s disobedience, who is a
foreshadowing of himwhowas to come.

15 But the free gift isn’t like the trespass.
For if by the trespass of the one the many
died, much more did the grace of God and
the gift by the grace of the one man, Jesus
Christ, abound to themany.

16 The gift is not as through one who
sinned; for the judgement came by one to
condemnation, but the free gift followed
many trespasses to justification.

17 For if by the trespass of the one, death
reigned through theone; somuchmorewill
those who receive the abundance of grace
and of the gift of righteousness reign in life
through the one, Jesus Christ.

18 So then as through one trespass, all
menwere condemned; even so throughone
act of righteousness, all men were justified
to life.

19 For as through the one man’s disobe-
dience many were made sinners, even so
through theobedienceof theone,manywill
be made righteous.

20The lawcame in that the trespassmight
abound; but where sin abounded, grace
aboundedmore exceedingly,

21 that as sin reigned in death, even so
gracemight reign through righteousness to
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

* 4:17: Genesis 17:5 * 4:18: Genesis 15:5 * 4:22: Genesis 15:6
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6
1What shall we say then? Shall we con-

tinue in sin, that gracemay abound?
2May itneverbe! Wewhodied to sin, how

could we live in it any longer?
3 Or don’t you know that all of us who

were baptised into Christ Jesus were bap-
tised into his death?

4 We were buried therefore with him
through baptism into death, that just as
Christwas raised fromthedead through the
glory of the Father, sowe alsomightwalk in
newness of life.

5 For if we have become united with him
in the likeness of his death, we will also be
part of his resurrection;

6knowing this, that our oldmanwas cru-
cified with him, that the body of sin might
be done away with, so that we would no
longer be in bondage to sin.

7Forhewhohasdiedhasbeen freed from
sin.

8 But if we died with Christ, we believe
that we will also live with him,

9 knowing that Christ, being raised from
the dead, dies nomore. Death no longer has
dominion over him!

10For thedeath that hedied, hedied to sin
one time; but the life that he lives, he lives to
God.

11 Thus consider yourselves also to be
dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus
our Lord.

12 Therefore don’t let sin reign in your
mortal body, that you should obey it in its
lusts.

13 Also, do not present your members to
sin as instruments of unrighteousness, but
present yourselves to God as alive from the
dead, and your members as instruments of
righteousness to God.

14 For sin will not have dominion over
you, for you are not under law, but under
grace.

15 What then? Shall we sin because we
are not under law but under grace? May it
never be!

16Don’t you know that when you present
yourselves as servants and obey someone,
you are the servants of whomever you
obey, whether of sin to death, or of obedi-
ence to righteousness?

17But thanks be to God that, whereas you
were bondservants of sin, you became obe-
dient fromtheheart to that formof teaching
to which you were delivered.

18Being made free from sin, you became
bondservants of righteousness.

19 I speak in human terms because of
the weakness of your flesh; for as you pre-
sented your members as servants to un-
cleanness and to wickedness upon wicked-
ness, even sonowpresent yourmembers as
servants to righteousness for sanctification.

20Forwhen youwere servants of sin, you
were free from righteousness.

21 What fruit then did you have at that
time in the things of which you are now
ashamed? For the end of those things is
death.

22But now, being made free from sin and
having become servants of God, you have
your fruit of sanctification and the result of
eternal life.

23 For the wages of sin is death, but the
free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus
our Lord.

7
1Ordon’t youknow, brothers† (for I speak

tomenwho know the law), that the law has
dominionoveraman foras longashe lives?

2 For the woman that has a husband is
boundby law to the husbandwhile he lives,
but if the husband dies, she is discharged
from the law of the husband.

3So then if,while thehusband lives, she is
joined to another man, she would be called
an adulteress. But if the husband dies,
she is free from the law, so that she is no
adulteress, though she is joined to another
man.

4 Therefore, my brothers, you also were
made dead to the law through the body of
Christ, that you would be joined to another,
to him who was raised from the dead, that
wemight produce fruit to God.

5 For when we were in the flesh, the sin-
ful passions which were through the law
worked in ourmembers to bring out fruit to
death.

6But nowwe have been discharged from
the law, having died to that in which we
were held; so that we serve in newness of
the spirit, and not in oldness of the letter.

7What shall we say then? Is the law sin?
May it never be! However, I wouldn’t have
known sin except through the law. For I
wouldn’t have known coveting unless the
law had said, “You shall not covet.”*

8 But sin, finding occasion through the
commandment, produced in me all kinds
of coveting. For apart from the law, sin is
dead.

9 I was alive apart from the law once, but
when the commandment came, sin revived
and I died.

† 7:1: Theword for “brothers” here andwhere context allowsmay also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or
“siblings.” * 7:7: Exodus 20:17; Deuteronomy 5:21



Romans 7:10 1174 Romans 8:21

10 The commandment which was for life,
this I found to be for death;

11 for sin, finding occasion through the
commandment, deceived me, and through
it killedme.

12 Therefore the law indeed is holy, and
the commandment holy, righteous, and
good.

13 Did then that which is good become
death to me? May it never be! But sin, that
it might be shown to be sin, was producing
death in me through that which is good;
that through the commandment sin might
become exceedingly sinful.

14 For we know that the law is spiritual,
but I am fleshly, sold under sin.

15For I don’t understandwhat I amdoing.
For I don’t practise what I desire to do; but
what I hate, that I do.

16 But if what I don’t desire, that I do, I
consent to the law that it is good.

17 So now it is no more I that do it, but sin
which dwells in me.

18 For I know that in me, that is, in my
flesh, dwells no good thing. For desire is
present with me, but I don’t find it doing
that which is good.

19 For the good which I desire, I don’t
do; but the evil which I don’t desire, that I
practise.

20But if what I don’t desire, that I do, it is
nomore I that do it, but sin which dwells in
me.

21 I find then the law that, while I desire to
do good, evil is present.

22 For I delight in God’s law after the in-
ward person,

23 but I see a different law in my mem-
bers, warring against the law of my mind,
and bringing me into captivity under the
law of sin which is in mymembers.

24What a wretched man I am! Who will
deliver me out of the body of this death?

25 I thank God through Jesus Christ, our
Lord! So then with themind, I myself serve
God’s law, but with the flesh, sin’s law.

8
1 There is therefore now no condemna-

tion to those who are in Christ Jesus, who
don’t walk according to the flesh, but ac-
cording to the Spirit.†

2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ
Jesus mademe free from the law of sin and
of death.

3 For what the law couldn’t do, in that
it was weak through the flesh, God did,
sendinghis ownSon in the likeness of sinful

flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the
flesh,

4 that the ordinance of the law might be
fulfilled in us who don’t walk according to
the flesh, but according to the Spirit.

5For thosewho live according to the flesh
set theirmindson the thingsof theflesh, but
those who live according to the Spirit, the
things of the Spirit.

6For themindof theflesh is death, but the
mind of the Spirit is life and peace;

7 because the mind of the flesh is hostile
towards God, for it is not subject to God’s
law, neither indeed can it be.

8 Those who are in the flesh can’t please
God.

9 But you are not in the flesh but in the
Spirit, if it is so that the Spirit of God dwells
in you. But if any man doesn’t have the
Spirit of Christ, he is not his.

10 If Christ is in you, the body is dead
becauseof sin, but the spirit is alivebecause
of righteousness.

11 But if the Spirit of him who raised up
Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who
raised up Christ Jesus from the dead will
also give life to your mortal bodies through
his Spirit who dwells in you.

12 So then, brothers, we are debtors, not
to the flesh, to live after the flesh.

13 For if you live after the flesh, you must
die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the
deeds of the body, you will live.

14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of
God, these are children of God.

15 For you didn’t receive the spirit of
bondage again to fear, but you received the
Spirit of adoption, bywhomwe cry, “Abba!‡
Father!”

16 The Spirit himself testifies with our
spirit that we are children of God;

17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of
God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed
we suffer with him, that we may also be
glorified with him.

18For I consider that the sufferings of this
present timearenotworthy tobecompared
with the glory which will be revealed to-
wards us.

19 For the creation waits with eager ex-
pectation for the children of God to be re-
vealed.

20 For the creation was subjected to van-
ity, not of its own will, but because of him
who subjected it, in hope

21 that the creation itself also will be de-
livered from the bondage of decay into the
liberty of the glory of the children of God.

† 8:1: NU omits “who don’t walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit” ‡ 8:15: Abba is an Aramaic word
for “Father” or “Daddy”, which can be used affectionately and respectfully in prayer to our Father in heaven.
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22 For we know that the whole creation
groans and travails in pain together until
now.

23 Not only so, but ourselves also, who
have the first fruits of the Spirit, even we
ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting
for adoption, the redemption of our body.

24 For we were saved in hope, but hope
that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for
that which he sees?

25 But if we hope for that which we don’t
see, we wait for it with patience.

26 In the same way, the Spirit also helps
our weaknesses, for we don’t know how to
pray as we ought. But the Spirit himself
makes intercession for us with groanings
which can’t be uttered.

27 He who searches the hearts knows
what is on the Spirit’s mind, because he
makes intercession for the saints according
to God.

28We know that all things work together
for good for those who love God, for those
who are called according to his purpose.

29Forwhomhe foreknew, he also predes-
tined to be conformed to the image of his
Son, that hemight be the firstborn amongst
many brothers.§

30 Whom he predestined, those he also
called. Whom he called, those he also jus-
tified. Whom he justified, those he also
glorified.

31 What then shall we say about these
things? If God is for us, who can be against
us?

32 He who didn’t spare his own Son, but
delivered him up for us all, how would he
not also with him freely give us all things?

33Whocould bring a charge against God’s
chosen ones? It is God who justifies.

34Who is he who condemns? It is Christ
who died, yes rather, who was raised from
the dead, who is at the right hand of God,
who also makes intercession for us.

35 Who shall separate us from the love
of Christ? Could oppression, or anguish,
or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or
peril, or sword?

36Even as it is written,
“For your sake we are killed all day long.

We were accounted as sheep for the
slaughter.”*

37No, in all these things we are more than
conquerors through himwho loved us.
38 For I am persuaded that neither death,
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor

thingspresent, nor things to come, norpow-
ers,
39nor height, nor depth, nor any other cre-
ated thing will be able to separate us from
God’s lovewhich is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

9
1 I tell the truth in Christ. I am not lying,

my conscience testifying with me in the
Holy Spirit

2 that I have great sorrow and unceasing
pain inmy heart.

3 For I could wish that I myself were ac-
cursed from Christ for my brothers’ sake,
my relatives according to the flesh

4 who are Israelites; whose is the adop-
tion, the glory, the covenants, the giving of
the law, the service, and the promises;

5 of whom are the fathers, and from
whomisChrist as concerning theflesh,who
is over all, God, blessed forever. Amen.

6 But it is not as though the word of God
has come to nothing. For they are not all
Israel that are of Israel.

7 Neither, because they are Abraham’s
offspring, are they all children. But, “your
offspringwill be accounted as from Isaac.”*

8 That is, it is not the children of the flesh
who are children of God, but the children of
the promise are counted as heirs.

9 For this is a word of promise: “At the
appointed time I will come, and Sarah will
have a son.”*

10 Not only so, but Rebekah also con-
ceived by one, by our father Isaac.

11 For being not yet born, neither hav-
ing done anything good or bad, that the
purpose of God according to election might
stand, not of works, but of himwho calls,†

12 it was said to her, “The elder will serve
the younger.”*

13Even as it is written, “Jacob I loved, but
Esau I hated.”*

14 What shall we say then? Is there un-
righteousness with God? May it never be!

15For he said toMoses, “I will havemercy
on whom I have mercy, and I will have
compassion onwhom I have compassion.”*

16So then it is not of himwhowills, nor of
himwho runs, but of God who hasmercy.

17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For
this very purpose I caused you to be raised
up, that I might show in youmy power, and
thatmynamemightbeproclaimed inall the
earth.”*

§ 8:29: The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters”
or “siblings.” * 8:36: Psalms 44:22 * 9:7: Genesis 21:12 * 9:9: Genesis 18:10,14 † 9:11: NU puts the phrase

“not of works, but of himwho calls” at the beginning of verse 12 instead of the end of verse 11. * 9:12: Genesis 25:23
* 9:13: Malachi 1:2-3 * 9:15: Exodus 33:19 * 9:17: Exodus 9:16
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18 So then, he has mercy on whom he
desires, and he hardens whom he desires.

19 You will say then to me, “Why does
he still find fault? For who withstands his
will?”

20But indeed,Oman,whoareyou toreply
against God? Will the thing formed ask him
who formed it, “Why did you make me like
this?”*

21 Or hasn’t the potter a right over the
clay, from the same lump to make one part
a vessel for honour, and another for dishon-
our?

22What if God, willing to show his wrath
and to make his power known, endured
with much patience vessels of wrath pre-
pared for destruction,

23 and that he might make known the
riches of his glory on vessels of mercy,
which he prepared beforehand for glory—

24 us, whom he also called, not from the
Jews only, but also from the Gentiles?

25As he says also in Hosea,
“Iwill call them ‘mypeople,’whichwerenot

my people;
and her ‘beloved,’ who was not
beloved.”*

26 “It will be that in the place where it was
said to them, ‘You are notmy people,’

there theywill be called ‘childrenof the
living God.’ ”*

27 Isaiah cries concerning Israel,
“If the number of the children of Israel are

as the sand of the sea,
it is the remnant whowill be saved;

28 for hewill finish thework and cut it short
in righteousness,

because the Lord will make a short
work upon the earth.”*

29As Isaiah has said before,
“Unless the Lord of Armies‡ had left us a

seed,
we would have become like Sodom,
and would have been made like Go-
morrah.”*

30What shall we say then? That the Gen-
tiles, who didn’t follow after righteousness,
attained to righteousness, even the righ-
teousness which is of faith;

31but Israel, following after a law of righ-
teousness, didn’t arrive at the law of righ-
teousness.

32 Why? Because they didn’t seek it by
faith, but as it were by works of the law.
They stumbled over the stumbling stone,

33 even as it is written,
“Behold,§ I lay in Zion a stumbling stone

and a rock of offence;
and no one who believes in himwill be
disappointed.”*

10
1 Brothers, my heart’s desire and my

prayer to God is for Israel, that theymay be
saved.

2 For I testify about them that they have
a zeal for God, but not according to knowl-
edge.

3 For being ignorant of God’s righteous-
ness, and seeking to establish their own
righteousness, they didn’t subject them-
selves to the righteousness of God.

4ForChrist is the fulfilment†of the law for
righteousness to everyone who believes.

5 For Moses writes about the righteous-
ness of the law, “The one who does them
will live by them.”*

6 But the righteousness which is of faith
says this, “Don’t say in your heart, ‘Who
will ascend into heaven?’* (that is, to bring
Christ down);

7 or, ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’*
(that is, to bring Christ up from the dead.)”

8But what does it say? “The word is near
you, inyourmouthand inyourheart;”* that
is, the word of faith which we preach:

9 that if youwill confess with yourmouth
that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart
that God raised him from the dead, youwill
be saved.

10 For with the heart one believes result-
ing in righteousness; and with the mouth
confession is made resulting in salvation.

11 For the Scripture says, “Whoever be-
lieves in himwill not be disappointed.”*

12For there is no distinction between Jew
and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all,
and is rich to all who call on him.

13 For, “Whoever will call on the name of
the Lord will be saved.”*

14Howthenwill they call onhim inwhom
they have not believed? How will they
believe in him whom they have not heard?
Howwill they hear without a preacher?

15 And how will they preach unless they
are sent? As it is written:
“How beautiful are the feet of those who

preach the Good News of peace,
whobringglad tidingsof good things!”*

* 9:20: Isaiah 29:16; 45:9 * 9:25: Hosea 2:23 * 9:26: Hosea 1:10 * 9:28: Isaiah 10:22-23 ‡ 9:29: Greek:

Sabaoth (or Hebrew: Tze’va’ot) * 9:29: Isaiah 1:9 § 9:33: “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice,

observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection. * 9:33: Isaiah 8:14; 28:16 † 10:4: or, completion, or end
* 10:5: Leviticus 18:5 * 10:6: Deuteronomy 30:12 * 10:7: Deuteronomy 30:13 * 10:8: Deuteronomy 30:14
* 10:11: Isaiah 28:16 * 10:13: Joel 2:32 * 10:15: Isaiah 52:7 * 10:16: Isaiah 53:1



Romans 10:16 1177 Romans 11:26

16 But they didn’t all listen to the glad
news. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has be-
lieved our report?”*

17 So faith comes by hearing, and hearing
by the word of God.

18 But I say, didn’t they hear? Yes, most
certainly,
“Their soundwent out into all the earth,

their words to the ends of the world.”*
19 But I ask, didn’t Israel know? First

Moses says,
“I will provoke you to jealousy with that

which is no nation.
I will make you angry with a nation
void of understanding.”*

20 Isaiah is very bold and says,
“I was found by those who didn’t seekme.

I was revealed to those who didn’t ask
for me.”*

21 But about Israel he says, “All day long
I stretched out my hands to a disobedient
and contrary people.”*

11
1 I ask then, did God reject his people?

May it never be! For I also am an Israelite,
a descendant of Abraham, of the tribe of
Benjamin.

2 God didn’t reject his people, whom he
foreknew. Or don’t you know what the
Scripture says about Elijah? How he pleads
with God against Israel:

3 “Lord, they have killed your prophets.
They have broken down your altars. I am
left alone, and they seekmy life.”*

4But how does God answer him? “I have
reserved for myself seven thousand men
who have not bowed the knee to Baal.”*

5 Even so too at this present time also
there is a remnant according to the election
of grace.

6 And if by grace, then it is no longer of
works; otherwise grace is no longer grace.
But if it is of works, it is no longer grace;
otherwise work is no longer work.

7What then? That which Israel seeks for,
that he didn’t obtain, but the chosen ones
obtained it, and the rest were hardened.

8 According as it is written, “God gave
them a spirit of stupor, eyes that they
should not see, and ears that they should
not hear, to this very day.” *

9David says,
“Let their table bemade a snare, a trap,

a stumbling block, and a retribution to
them.

10Let their eyes be darkened, that theymay
not see.

Always keep their backs bent.”*
11 I ask then, did they stumble that they

might fall? May it never be! But by their
fall salvation has come to the Gentiles, to
provoke them to jealousy.

12 Now if their fall is the riches of the
world, and their loss the riches of the Gen-
tiles, howmuchmore their fullness!

13 For I speak to you who are Gentiles.
Since then as I am an apostle to Gentiles, I
glorify myministry,

14 if by any means I may provoke to jeal-
ousy those who are my flesh, and may save
some of them.

15For if the rejection of them is the recon-
ciling of theworld, what would their accep-
tance be, but life from the dead?

16 If the first fruit is holy, so is the lump. If
the root is holy, so are the branches.

17 But if some of the branches were bro-
ken off, and you, being a wild olive, were
grafted in amongst them and became par-
taker with them of the root and of the rich-
ness of the olive tree,

18 don’t boast over the branches. But if
you boast, remember that it is not you who
support the root, but the root supports you.

19 You will say then, “Branches were bro-
ken off, that I might be grafted in.”

20 True; by their unbelief they were bro-
ken off, and you stand by your faith. Don’t
be conceited, but fear;

21 for if God didn’t spare the natural
branches, neither will he spare you.

22 See then the goodness and severity of
God. Towards those who fell, severity; but
towards you, goodness, if you continue in
his goodness; otherwise you alsowill be cut
off.

23Theyalso, if theydon’t continue in their
unbelief,will be grafted in, forGod is able to
graft them in again.

24 For if you were cut out of that which
is by nature a wild olive tree, and were
grafted contrary to nature into a good olive
tree, how much more will these, which are
the natural branches, be grafted into their
own olive tree?

25 For I don’t desire you to be ignorant,
brothers,† of this mystery, so that youwon’t
be wise in your own conceits, that a partial
hardening has happened to Israel, until the
fullness of the Gentiles has come in,

26 and so all Israel will be saved. Even as
it is written,

* 10:18: Psalms 19:4 * 10:19: Deuteronomy 32:21 * 10:20: Isaiah 65:1 * 10:21: Isaiah 65:2 * 11:3: 1 Kings

19:10,14 * 11:4: 1Kings 19:18 * 11:8: Deuteronomy29:4; Isaiah 29:10 * 11:10: Psalms 69:22,23 † 11:25: The
word for “brothers” here andwhere context allowsmay also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”
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“There will come out of Zion the Deliverer,
and he will turn away ungodliness
from Jacob.

27This is my covenant with them,
when I will take away their sins.”*

28 Concerning the Good News, they are
enemies for your sake. But concerning the
election, they are beloved for the fathers’
sake.

29 For the gifts and the calling of God are
irrevocable.

30 For as you in time past were disobedi-
ent toGod, butnowhaveobtainedmercyby
their disobedience,

31 even so these also have now been dis-
obedient, that by the mercy shown to you
theymay also obtainmercy.

32 For God has bound all to disobedience,
that hemight havemercy on all.

33 Oh the depth of the riches both of the
wisdom and the knowledge of God! How
unsearchable are his judgements, and his
ways past tracing out!
34 “For who has known the mind of the

Lord?
Or who has been his counsellor?”*

35 “Orwho has first given to him,
and it will be repaid to him again?”*

36For of him and through him and to him
are all things. To him be the glory for ever!
Amen.

12
1 Therefore I urge you, brothers, by the

mercies of God, to present your bodies a liv-
ing sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which
is your spiritual service.

2Don’t be conformed to thisworld, but be
transformed by the renewing of yourmind,
so that you may prove what is the good,
well-pleasing, and perfect will of God.

3 For I say through the grace that was
given me, to everyone who is amongst you,
not to think of yourself more highly than
you ought to think; but to think reasonably,
as God has apportioned to each person a
measure of faith.

4 For even as we have many members in
one body, and all the members don’t have
the same function,

5 so we, who are many, are one body in
Christ, and individually members of one
another,

6 having gifts differing according to the
grace that was given to us: if prophecy,
let’s prophesy according to the proportion
of our faith;

7or service, let’s give ourselves to service;
or he who teaches, to his teaching;

8 or he who exhorts, to his exhorting; he
who gives, let him do it with generosity; he
who rules, with diligence; he who shows
mercy, with cheerfulness.

9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor
that which is evil. Cling to that which is
good.

10 In love of the brothers be tenderly af-
fectionate to one another; in honour prefer
one another,

11 not lagging in diligence, fervent in
spirit, serving the Lord,

12 rejoicing in hope, enduring in troubles,
continuing steadfastly in prayer,

13 contributing to the needs of the saints,
and given to hospitality.

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless,
and don’t curse.

15 Rejoice with those who rejoice. Weep
with those whoweep.

16 Be of the same mind one towards an-
other. Don’t set your mind on high things,
but associate with the humble. Don’t be
wise in your own conceits.

17Repaynooneevil for evil. Respectwhat
is honourable in the sight of all men.

18 If it is possible, asmuchas it isup toyou,
be at peace with all men.

19 Don’t seek revenge yourselves,
beloved, but give place to God’s wrath. For
it is written, “Vengeance belongs to me; I
will repay, says the Lord.” *

20Therefore
“If your enemy is hungry, feed him.

If he is thirsty, give him a drink;
for in doing so, you will heap coals of
fire on his head.”*

21 Don’t be overcome by evil, but over-
come evil with good.

13
1 Let every soul be in subjection to the

higher authorities, for there is no authority
except from God, and those who exist are
ordained by God.

2 Therefore he who resists the authority
withstands the ordinance of God; and those
who withstand will receive to themselves
judgement.

3 For rulers are not a terror to the good
work, but to the evil. Do you desire to have
no fear of the authority? Do that which
is good, and you will have praise from the
authority,

4 for he is a servant ofGod to you for good.
But if youdo thatwhich is evil, be afraid, for
he doesn’t bear the sword in vain; for he is a
servant of God, an avenger forwrath to him
who does evil.

* 11:27: Isaiah 59:20-21; 27:9; Jeremiah 31:33-34 * 11:34: Isaiah 40:13 * 11:35: Job 41:11 * 12:19:
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5 Therefore you need to be in subjection,
not only because of the wrath, but also for
conscience’ sake.

6 For this reason you also pay taxes, for
they are servants of God’s service, continu-
ally doing this very thing.

7Therefore give everyone what you owe:
if you owe taxes, pay taxes; if customs, then
customs; if respect, then respect; if honour,
then honour.

8Oweno one anything, except to love one
another; forhewho loveshisneighbourhas
fulfilled the law.

9 For the commandments, “You shall not
commit adultery,” “You shall not murder,”
“You shall not steal,”† “You shall not covet,”*
and whatever other commandments there
are, are all summed up in this saying,
namely, “You shall love your neighbour as
yourself.”*

10 Love doesn’t harm a neighbour. Love
therefore is the fulfilment of the law.

11 Do this, knowing the time, that it is
already time for you to awaken out of sleep,
for salvation is nownearer to us thanwhen
we first believed.

12 The night is far gone, and the day is
near. Let’s therefore throw off the deeds
of darkness, and let’s put on the armour of
light.

13 Let’s walk properly, as in the day; not
in revelling and drunkenness, not in sex-
ual promiscuity and lustful acts, and not in
strife and jealousy.

14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
makeno provision for the flesh, for its lusts.

14
1Nowaccept onewho isweak in faith, but

not for disputes over opinions.
2One man has faith to eat all things, but

he who is weak eats only vegetables.
3Don’t let him who eats despise himwho

doesn’t eat. Don’t let him who doesn’t eat
judge him who eats, for God has accepted
him.

4 Who are you who judge another’s ser-
vant? Tohis own lordhe stands or falls. Yes,
hewill bemade to stand, for God has power
to make him stand.

5 One man esteems one day as more im-
portant. Another esteems every day alike.
Let each man be fully assured in his own
mind.

6He who observes the day, observes it to
the Lord; and he who does not observe the
day, to the Lord he does not observe it. He
who eats, eats to the Lord, for he gives God

thanks. He who doesn’t eat, to the Lord he
doesn’t eat, and gives God thanks.

7For none of us lives to himself, and none
dies to himself.

8 For if we live, we live to the Lord. Or if
we die, we die to the Lord. If therefore we
live or die, we are the Lord’s.

9 For to this end Christ died, rose, and
lived again, that he might be Lord of both
the dead and the living.

10 But you, why do you judge your
brother? Or you again, why do you despise
your brother? For we will all stand before
the judgement seat of Christ.

11For it is written,
“ ‘As I live,’ says the Lord, ‘to me every knee

will bow.
Every tongue will confess to God.’ ”*

12So then each one of uswill give account
of himself to God.

13 Therefore let’s not judge one another
anymore, but judge this rather, that noman
put a stumbling block in his brother’s way,
or an occasion for falling.

14 I know and am persuaded in the Lord
Jesus that nothing is unclean of itself; ex-
cept that to him who considers anything to
be unclean, to him it is unclean.

15 Yet if because of food your brother is
grieved, you walk no longer in love. Don’t
destroywithyour foodhimforwhomChrist
died.

16Then don’t let your good be slandered,
17 for God’s Kingdom is not eating and

drinking, but righteousness, peace, and joy
in the Holy Spirit.

18For hewho serves Christ in these things
is acceptable to God and approved bymen.

19 So then, let’s follow after things which
make for peace, and things by which we
may build one another up.

20Don’t overthrow God’s work for food’s
sake. All things indeedareclean, however it
is evil for thatmanwho creates a stumbling
block by eating.

21 It is good to not eat meat, drink wine,
nor do anything by which your brother
stumbles, is offended, or is made weak.

22Do you have faith? Have it to yourself
before God. Happy is he who doesn’t judge
himself in that which he approves.

23 But he who doubts is condemned if he
eats, because it isn’t of faith; and whatever
is not of faith is sin.

24 Now to him who is able to establish
you according to my Good News and the
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the
revelation of the mystery which has been
kept secret through long ages,

† 13:9: TR adds “You shall not give false testimony,” * 13:9: Exodus 20:13-15,17; Deuteronomy 5:17-19,21 * 13:9:
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25 but now is revealed, and by the Scrip-
tures of the prophets, according to the com-
mandment of the eternal God, is made
known for obedience of faith to all the na-
tions;

26 to the only wise God, through Je-
sus Christ, to whom be the glory forever!
Amen.†

15
1 Now we who are strong ought to bear

the weaknesses of the weak, and not to
please ourselves.

2 Let each one of us please his neighbour
for that which is good, to be building him
up.

3 For even Christ didn’t please himself.
But, as it is written, “The reproaches of
those who reproached you fell onme.”*

4 For whatever things were written be-
fore were written for our learning, that
through perseverance and through encour-
agement of the Scriptures we might have
hope.

5 Now the God of perseverance and of
encouragement grant you to be of the same
mind with one another according to Christ
Jesus,

6 that with one accord you may with one
mouth glorify the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

7 Therefore accept one another, even as
Christ also accepted you,† to the glory of
God.

8 Now I say that Christ has been made a
servant of the circumcision for the truth of
God, that he might confirm the promises
given to the fathers,

9 and that the Gentiles might glorify God
for his mercy. As it is written,
“Therefore Iwill give praise to you amongst

the Gentiles
and sing to your name.”*

10Again he says,
“Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his people.”*

11Again,
“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles!

Let all the peoples praise him.”*
12Again, Isaiah says,

“There will be the root of Jesse,
he who arises to rule over the Gentiles;
in him the Gentiles will hope.”*

13Now may the God of hope fill you with
all joy and peace in believing, that youmay
abound in hope in the power of the Holy
Spirit.

14 I myself am also persuaded about you,
my brothers,‡ that you yourselves are full
of goodness, filled with all knowledge, able
also to admonish others.

15 But I write the more boldly to you in
part as reminding you, because of the grace
that was given to me by God,

16 that I should be a servant of Christ
Jesus to the Gentiles, serving as a priest of
the Good News of God, that the offering up
of the Gentiles might be made acceptable,
sanctified by the Holy Spirit.

17 I have therefore my boasting in Christ
Jesus in things pertaining to God.

18For Iwill not dare to speakof any things
except those which Christ worked through
me for the obedience of the Gentiles, by
word and deed,

19 in the power of signs and wonders,
in the power of God’s Spirit; so that from
Jerusalemandaroundas far as to Illyricum,
I have fully preached the Good News of
Christ;

20 yes, making it my aim to preach the
Good News, not where Christ was already
named, that I might not build on another’s
foundation.

21But, as it is written,
“They will see, to whom no news of him

came.
They who haven’t heard will under-
stand.”*

22 Therefore also I was hindered these
many times from coming to you,

23but now, no longer having any place in
these regions, and having thesemany years
a longing to come to you,

24whenever I travel to Spain, I will come
to you. For I hope to see you onmy journey,
and to be helped onmyway there by you, if
first I may enjoy your company for a while.

25But now, I say, I am going to Jerusalem,
serving the saints.

26 For it has been the good pleasure
of Macedonia and Achaia to make a cer-
tain contribution for the poor amongst the
saints who are at Jerusalem.

27Yes, it hasbeen their goodpleasure, and
they are their debtors. For if the Gentiles
have beenmade partakers of their spiritual
things, they owe it to them also to serve
them inmaterial things.

28 When therefore I have accomplished
this, andhave sealed to themthis fruit, Iwill
go on by way of you to Spain.

† 14:26: TR places verses 24-26 after Romans 16:24 as verses 25-27. * 15:3: Psalms 69:9 † 15:7: TR reads “us”
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29 I know that when I come to you, I will
come in the fullness of the blessing of the
Good News of Christ.

30 Now I beg you, brothers, by our Lord
Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit,
that you strive together with me in your
prayers to God for me,

31 that I may be delivered from those
who are disobedient in Judea, and that my
service which I have for Jerusalem may be
acceptable to the saints,

32 that I may come to you in joy through
the will of God, and together with you, find
rest.

33Now the God of peace be with you all.
Amen.

16
1 I commend to you Phoebe, our sister,

who is a servant† of the assembly that is at
Cenchreae,

2 that you receive her in the Lord in away
worthy of the saints, and that you assist her
inwhatevermatter shemayneed fromyou,
for she herself also has been a helper of
many, and of my own self.

3 Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow
workers in Christ Jesus,

4who risked their own necks for my life,
to whom not only I give thanks, but also all
the assemblies of the Gentiles.

5Greet the assembly that is in their house.
Greet Epaenetus, my beloved, who is the
first fruits of Achaia to Christ.

6Greet Mary, who labouredmuch for us.
7 Greet Andronicus and Junia, my rela-

tives and my fellow prisoners, who are no-
table amongst the apostles, who were also
in Christ before me.

8Greet Amplias, my beloved in the Lord.
9 Greet Urbanus, our fellow worker in

Christ, and Stachys, my beloved.
10 Greet Apelles, the approved in Christ.

Greet those who are of the household of
Aristobulus.

11 Greet Herodion, my kinsman. Greet
them of the household of Narcissus, who
are in the Lord.

12 Greet Tryphaena and Tryphosa, who
labour in the Lord. Greet Persis, the
beloved, who labouredmuch in the Lord.

13GreetRufus, thechosen in theLord, and
his mother andmine.

14Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Pa-
trobas, Hermas, and the brothers‡ who are
with them.

15Greet Philologus and Julia, Nereus and
his sister, and Olympas, and all the saints
who are with them.

16Greet one another with a holy kiss. The
assemblies of Christ greet you.

17 Now I beg you, brothers, look out for
those who are causing the divisions and
occasions of stumbling, contrary to the doc-
trinewhich you learnt, and turn away from
them.

18For those who are such don’t serve our
Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and
by their smooth and flattering speech they
deceive the hearts of the innocent.

19For your obedience has become known
to all. I rejoice therefore over you. But
I desire to have you wise in that which is
good, but innocent in that which is evil.

20And theGod of peacewill quickly crush
Satan under your feet.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ bewith

you.
21Timothy, my fellow worker, greets you,

as do Lucius, Jason, and Sosipater, my rela-
tives.

22 I, Tertius, who write the letter, greet
you in the Lord.

23 Gaius, my host and host of the whole
assembly, greets you. Erastus, the treasurer
of the city, greets you, as does Quartus, the
brother.

24 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with you all! Amen.

25 §
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Paul’s First Letter to the
Corinthians

1 Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus
Christ† through the will of God, and our
brother Sosthenes,

2 to the assembly of God which is at
Corinth—those who are sanctified in Christ
Jesus, called saints, with all who call on
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ in every
place, both theirs and ours:

3 Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

4 I always thank my God concerning you
for the grace of Godwhichwas given you in
Christ Jesus,

5 that in everything youwere enriched in
him, in all speech and all knowledge—

6even as the testimony of Christ was con-
firmed in you—

7 so that you come behind in no gift,
waiting for the revelation of our Lord Jesus
Christ,

8 who will also confirm you until the
end, blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

9God is faithful, throughwhom youwere
called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord.

10Now I beg you, brothers,‡ through the
name of our Lord, Jesus Christ, that you
all speak the same thing, and that there be
no divisions amongst you, but that you be
perfected together in the samemind and in
the same judgement.

11 For it has been reported to me con-
cerning you, my brothers, by those who
are from Chloe’s household, that there are
contentions amongst you.

12Now I mean this, that each one of you
says, “I follow Paul,” “I follow Apollos,” “I
follow Cephas,” and, “I follow Christ.”

13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified
for you? Or were you baptised into the
name of Paul?

14 I thank God that I baptised none of you
except Crispus and Gaius,

15 so that no one should say that I had
baptised you into my own name.

16 (I also baptised the household of
Stephanas; besides them, I don’t know
whether I baptised any other.)

17 For Christ sent me not to baptise, but
to preach the Good News—not inwisdom of
words, so that the cross of Christ wouldn’t
be made void.

18 For the word of the cross is foolishness
to those who are dying, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God.

19For it is written,
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise.

I will bring the discernment of the dis-
cerning to nothing.”*

20Where is thewise? Where is the scribe?
Where is thedebaterof this age? Hasn’tGod
made foolish the wisdom of this world?

21 For seeing that in the wisdom of God,
the world through its wisdom didn’t know
God, itwasGod’s goodpleasure through the
foolishness of the preaching to save those
who believe.

22For Jewsask for signs, Greeks seek after
wisdom,

23but we preach Christ crucified, a stum-
bling block to Jews and foolishness to
Greeks,

24 but to those who are called, both Jews
and Greeks, Christ is the power of God and
the wisdom of God;

25because the foolishness of God is wiser
than men, and the weakness of God is
stronger thanmen.

26 For you see your calling, brothers, that
not many are wise according to the flesh,
not manymighty, and not many noble;

27 but God chose the foolish things of the
world that hemight put to shame thosewho
are wise. God chose the weak things of the
world that hemight put to shame the things
that are strong.

28Godchose the lowly thingsof theworld,
and the things that are despised, and the
things that don’t exist, that he might bring
to nothing the things that exist,

29 that no flesh should boast before God.
30Because of him, you are in Christ Jesus,

who was made to us wisdom from God,
and righteousness and sanctification, and
redemption,

31 that, as it is written, “Hewho boasts, let
him boast in the Lord.”*

2
1 When I came to you, brothers, I didn’t

come with excellence of speech or of wis-
dom, proclaiming to you the testimony of
God.

2 For I determined not to know anything
amongst you except Jesus Christ and him
crucified.

3 I was with you in weakness, in fear, and
inmuch trembling.

4My speech and my preaching were not
in persuasivewords of humanwisdom, but
in demonstration of the Spirit and of power,

† 1:1: “Christ” means “Anointed One”. ‡ 1:10: The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be
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5 that your faith wouldn’t stand in the
wisdom of men, but in the power of God.

6 We speak wisdom, however, amongst
those who are full grown, yet a wisdom not
of this world nor of the rulers of this world
who are coming to nothing.

7 But we speak God’s wisdom in a mys-
tery, the wisdom that has been hidden,
which God foreordained before the worlds
for our glory,

8 which none of the rulers of this world
has known. For had they known it, they
wouldn’t have crucified the Lord of glory.

9But as it is written,
“Things which an eye didn’t see, and an ear

didn’t hear,
which didn’t enter into the heart of
man,

these God has prepared for those who
love him.”*

10 But to us, God revealed them through
the Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things,
yes, the deep things of God.

11Forwhoamongstmenknows the things
of aman except the spirit of themanwhich
is in him? Even so, no one knows the things
of God except God’s Spirit.

12 But we received not the spirit of the
world, but the Spiritwhich is fromGod, that
we might know the things that were freely
given to us by God.

13 We also speak these things, not in
words which man’s wisdom teaches but
which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing
spiritual things with spiritual things.

14 Now the natural man doesn’t receive
the things of God’s Spirit, for they are fool-
ishness to him; and he can’t know them,
because they are spiritually discerned.

15 But he who is spiritual discerns all
things, and he himself is to be judged by no
one.

16 “For who has known the mind of the
Lord that he should instruct him?”* But we
have Christ’s mind.

3
1 Brothers, I couldn’t speak to you as to

spiritual, but as to fleshly, as to babies in
Christ.

2 I fed you with milk, not with solid food,
for you weren’t yet ready. Indeed, you
aren’t ready even now,

3 for you are still fleshly. For insofar
as there is jealousy, strife, and factions
amongst you, aren’t you fleshly, and don’t
you walk in the ways of men?

4 For when one says, “I follow Paul,”
and another, “I follow Apollos,” aren’t you
fleshly?

5 Who then is Apollos, and who is Paul,
but servants through whom you believed,
and each as the Lord gave to him?

6 I planted. Apollos watered. But God
gave the increase.

7 So then neither he who plants is any-
thing, nor he who waters, but God who
gives the increase.

8Now he who plants and he who waters
are the same, but each will receive his own
reward according to his own labour.

9 For we are God’s fellow workers. You
are God’s farming, God’s building.

10 According to the grace of God which
was given to me, as a wise master builder I
laid a foundation, and another builds on it.
But let each man be careful how he builds
on it.

11Fornoonecan layanyother foundation
than that which has been laid, which is
Jesus Christ.

12But if anyone builds on the foundation
with gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay,
or straw,

13 each man’s work will be revealed. For
theDaywill declare it, because it is revealed
in fire; and the fire itself will test what sort
of work eachman’s work is.

14 If any man’s work remains which he
built on it, he will receive a reward.

15 If any man’s work is burnt, he will
suffer loss, but he himself will be saved, but
as through fire.

16Don’t you know that you are God’s tem-
ple and that God’s Spirit lives in you?

17 If anyone destroys God’s temple, God
will destroy him; for God’s temple is holy,
which you are.

18 Let no one deceive himself. If anyone
thinks that he is wise amongst you in this
world, let him become a fool that he may
becomewise.

19For the wisdom of this world is foolish-
ness with God. For it is written, “He has
taken the wise in their craftiness.”*

20 And again, “The Lord knows the rea-
soning of the wise, that it is worthless.”*

21 Therefore let no one boast in men. For
all things are yours,

22 whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas,
or the world, or life, or death, or things
present, or things to come. All are yours,

23andyouareChrist’s, andChrist isGod’s.

4
1 So let a man think of us as Christ’s ser-

vants and stewards of God’s mysteries.
2 Here, moreover, it is required of stew-

ards that they be found faithful.
* 2:9: Isaiah 64:4 * 2:16: Isaiah 40:13 * 3:19: Job 5:13 * 3:20: Psalms 94:11
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3But with me it is a very small thing that
I should be judged by you, or by a human
court. Yes, I don’t even judgemy own self.

4For I know nothing against myself. Yet I
am not justified by this, but he who judges
me is the Lord.

5 Therefore judge nothing before the
time, until the Lord comes, who will both
bring to light the hidden things of darkness
and reveal the counsels of the hearts. Then
eachmanwill get his praise from God.

6 Now these things, brothers, I have in a
figure transferred tomyself andApollos for
your sakes, that in us youmight learn not to
think beyond the things which are written,
that none of you be puffed up against one
another.

7Forwhomakes you different? Andwhat
do you have that you didn’t receive? But if
youdid receive it,whydoyouboast as if you
had not received it?

8You are already filled. You have already
become rich. You have come to reign with-
out us. Yes, and I wish that you did reign,
that we also might reign with you!

9For I think thatGodhas displayedus, the
apostles, last of all, like men sentenced to
death. For we are made a spectacle to the
world, both to angels andmen.

10We are fools for Christ’s sake, but you
are wise in Christ. We are weak, but you
are strong. You have honour, but we have
dishonour.

11 Even to this present hour we hunger,
thirst, are naked, are beaten, and have no
certain dwelling place.

12We toil, working with our own hands.
When people curse us, we bless. Being
persecuted, we endure.

13 Being defamed, we entreat. We are
madeas thefilthof theworld, thedirtwiped
off by all, even until now.

14 I don’t write these things to shame you,
but to admonish you as my beloved chil-
dren.

15 For though you have ten thousand tu-
tors in Christ, you don’t have many fathers.
For in Christ Jesus, I became your father
through the Good News.

16 I beg you therefore, be imitators of me.
17 Because of this I have sent Timothy to

you, who is my beloved and faithful child
in the Lord, who will remind you of my
ways which are in Christ, even as I teach
everywhere in every assembly.

18 Now some are puffed up, as though I
were not coming to you.

19 But I will come to you shortly, if the
Lord is willing. And I will know, not the

word of those who are puffed up, but the
power.

20 For God’s Kingdom is not in word, but
in power.

21 What do you want? Shall I come to
you with a rod, or in love and a spirit of
gentleness?

5
1 It is actually reported that there is sexual

immorality amongst you, and such sexual
immorality as is not even named amongst
the Gentiles, that one has his father’s wife.

2 You are arrogant, and didn’t mourn in-
stead, that hewhohaddone this deedmight
be removed from amongst you.

3 For I most certainly, as being absent in
body but present in spirit, have already, as
though I were present, judged himwho has
done this thing.

4 In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
when you are gathered together with my
spirit with the power of our Lord Jesus
Christ,

5you are to deliver such a one to Satan for
the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit
may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.

6 Your boasting is not good. Don’t you
know that a little yeast leavens the whole
lump?

7Purge out the old yeast, that youmay be
a new lump, even as you are unleavened.
For indeed Christ, our Passover, has been
sacrificed in our place.

8 Therefore let’s keep the feast, not with
old yeast, neither with the yeast of malice
and wickedness, but with the unleavened
bread of sincerity and truth.

9 I wrote to you in my letter to have no
companywith sexual sinners;

10 yet not at all meaning with the sexual
sinners of this world, or with the covetous
andextortionists, orwith idolaters, for then
you would have to leave the world.

11 But as it is, I wrote to you not to asso-
ciate with anyone who is called a brother
who is a sexual sinner, or covetous, or an
idolater, or a slanderer, or a drunkard, or
an extortionist. Don’t even eat with such a
person.

12 For what do I have to do with also
judging those who are outside? Don’t you
judge those who are within?

13But those who are outside, God judges.
“Put away the wicked man from amongst
yourselves.”*

* 5:13: Deuteronomy 17:7; 19:19; 21:21; 22:21; 24:7
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6
1Dare any of you, having amatter against

his neighbour, go to law before the unrigh-
teous, and not before the saints?

2Don’t youknow that the saintswill judge
the world? And if the world is judged by
you, are youunworthy to judge the smallest
matters?

3 Don’t you know that we will judge an-
gels? How much more, things that pertain
to this life?

4 If then you have to judge things pertain-
ing to this life, do you set them to judgewho
are of no account in the assembly?

5 I say this to move you to shame. Isn’t
there even onewiseman amongst youwho
would be able to decide between his broth-
ers?

6 But brother goes to law with brother,
and that before unbelievers!

7 Therefore it is already altogether a de-
fect in you that you have lawsuits one with
another. Why not rather be wronged? Why
not rather be defrauded?

8 No, but you yourselves do wrong and
defraud, and that against your brothers.

9Or don’t you know that the unrighteous
will not inherit God’s Kingdom? Don’t be
deceived. Neither the sexually immoral,
nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor male
prostitutes, nor homosexuals,

10 nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunk-
ards, nor slanderers, nor extortionists, will
inherit God’s Kingdom.

11 Some of you were such, but you were
washed. You were sanctified. You were
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and
in the Spirit of our God.

12 “All things are lawful for me,” but not
all things are expedient. “All things are
lawful for me,” but I will not be brought
under the power of anything.

13 “Foods for the belly, and the belly for
foods,” but God will bring to nothing both
it and them. But the body is not for sexual
immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord
for the body.

14 Now God raised up the Lord, and will
also raise us up by his power.

15 Don’t you know that your bodies are
members of Christ? Shall I then take the
members of Christ and make them mem-
bers of a prostitute? May it never be!

16Ordon’t youknow that hewho is joined
to a prostitute is one body? For, “The two”,
he says, “will become one flesh.”*

17 But he who is joined to the Lord is one
spirit.

18Flee sexual immorality! “Every sin that
aman does is outside the body,” but hewho
commits sexual immorality sins against his
own body.

19 Or don’t you know that your body is
a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you,
whomyouhave fromGod? Youarenotyour
own,

20 for you were bought with a price.
Therefore glorify God in your body and in
your spirit, which are God’s.

7
1Now concerning the things about which

you wrote to me: it is good for a man not to
touch a woman.

2 But, because of sexual immoralities, let
each man have his own wife, and let each
woman have her own husband.

3 Let the husband give his wife the affec-
tion owed her,† and likewise also the wife
her husband.

4Thewifedoesn’t haveauthorityoverher
own body, but the husband does. Likewise
also the husband doesn’t have authority
over his own body, but the wife does.

5 Don’t deprive one another, unless it is
by consent for a season, that you may give
yourselves to fasting and prayer, and may
be together again, that Satan doesn’t tempt
you because of your lack of self-control.

6 But this I say by way of concession, not
of commandment.

7 Yet I wish that all men were like me.
However, each man has his own gift from
God, one of this kind, and another of that
kind.

8 But I say to the unmarried and to wid-
ows, it is good for them if they remain even
as I am.

9 But if they don’t have self-control, let
themmarry. For it’s better tomarry than to
burn with passion.

10 But to the married I command—not I,
but the Lord—that the wife not leave her
husband

11 (but if she departs, let her remain un-
married, or else be reconciled to her hus-
band), and that the husband not leave his
wife.

12 But to the rest I—not the Lord—say, if
any brother has an unbelieving wife, and
she is content to live with him, let him not
leave her.

13 The woman who has an unbelieving
husband, and he is content to live with her,
let her not leave her husband.

14 For the unbelieving husband is sancti-
fied in the wife, and the unbelieving wife is
sanctified in the husband. Otherwise your

* 6:16: Genesis 2:24 † 7:3: NU and TR have “what is owed her” instead of “the affection owed her”.
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children would be unclean, but now they
are holy.

15 Yet if the unbeliever departs, let there
be separation. The brother or the sister is
not under bondage in such cases, but God
has called us in peace.

16 For how do you know, wife, whether
youwill save yourhusband? Orhowdoyou
know, husband,whether youwill save your
wife?

17Only, as theLordhasdistributed toeach
man, asGodhascalledeach, so lethimwalk.
So I command in all the assemblies.

18Wasanyonecalledhavingbeencircum-
cised? Let him not become uncircumcised.
Has anyone been called in uncircumcision?
Let him not be circumcised.

19 Circumcision is nothing, and uncir-
cumcision is nothing, but what matters is
keeping God’s commandments.

20 Let each man stay in that calling in
which he was called.

21Were you called being a bondservant?
Don’t let that bother you, but if you get an
opportunity to become free, use it.

22Forhewhowas called in theLordbeing
a bondservant is the Lord’s free man. Like-
wisehewhowas calledbeing free is Christ’s
bondservant.

23 You were bought with a price. Don’t
become bondservants of men.

24 Brothers, let each man, in whatever
condition he was called, stay in that condi-
tion with God.

25Nowconcerningvirgins, I haveno com-
mandment from the Lord, but I give my
judgement as one who has obtained mercy
from the Lord to be trustworthy.

26 Therefore I think that because of the
distress that is on us, it’s good for a man to
remain as he is.

27Are you bound to a wife? Don’t seek to
be freed. Are you free from a wife? Don’t
seek a wife.

28 But if you marry, you have not sinned.
If a virgin marries, she has not sinned. Yet
suchwill have oppression in the flesh, and I
want to spare you.

29 But I say this, brothers: the time is
short. From now on, both those who have
wives may be as though they had none;

30 and those who weep, as though they
didn’t weep; and those who rejoice, as
though they didn’t rejoice; and those who
buy, as though they didn’t possess;

31 and those who use the world, as not
using it to the fullest. For the mode of this
world passes away.

32But I desire to have you to be free from
cares. He who is unmarried is concerned
for the things of the Lord, how he may
please the Lord;

33 but he who is married is concerned
about the things of the world, how he may
please his wife.

34 There is also a difference between a
wife and a virgin. The unmarried woman
cares about the things of the Lord, that she
may be holy both in body and in spirit. But
she who is married cares about the things
of the world—how she may please her hus-
band.

35This I say for your own benefit, not that
I may ensnare you, but for that which is
appropriate, and that youmay attend to the
Lord without distraction.

36But if any man thinks that he is behav-
ing inappropriately towards his virgin, if
she is past the flower of her age, and if need
so requires, let him do what he desires. He
doesn’t sin. Let themmarry.

37 But he who stands steadfast in his
heart, having no urgency, but has power
overhisownwill, andhasdetermined inhis
ownheart to keephis ownvirgin, doeswell.

38 So then both he who gives his own
virgin in marriage does well, and he who
doesn’t give her inmarriage does better.

39Awife is boundby law for as longasher
husband lives; but if the husband is dead,
she is free to be married to whomever she
desires, only in the Lord.

40 But she is happier if she stays as she
is, in my judgement, and I think that I also
have God’s Spirit.

8
1 Now concerning things sacrificed to

idols: Weknow thatwe all have knowledge.
Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.

2But if anyone thinks that he knows any-
thing, he doesn’t yet know as he ought to
know.

3 But anyone who loves God is known by
him.

4 Therefore concerning the eating of
things sacrificed to idols, we know that no
idol is anything in theworld, and that there
is no other God but one.

5 For though there are things that are
called “gods”, whether in the heavens or on
earth—as there are many “gods” and many
“lords”—

6 yet to us there is one God, the Father, of
whom are all things, and we for him; and
one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are
all things, and we live through him.

7 However, that knowledge isn’t in all
men. But some, with consciousness of an
idol until now, eat as of a thing sacrificed to
an idol, and their conscience, beingweak, is
defiled.
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8 But food will not commend us to God.
Forneither, ifwedon’t eat arewe theworse,
nor if we eat are we the better.

9Butbe careful thatbynomeansdoes this
liberty of yours become a stumbling block
to the weak.

10For if a man sees you who have knowl-
edge sitting in an idol’s temple, won’t his
conscience, if he is weak, be emboldened to
eat things sacrificed to idols?

11 And through your knowledge, he who
is weak perishes, the brother for whose
sake Christ died.

12Thus, sinning against the brothers, and
wounding their consciencewhen it isweak,
you sin against Christ.

13Therefore, if food causes my brother to
stumble, I will eat no meat forever more,
that I don’t cause my brother to stumble.

9
1 Am I not free? Am I not an apostle?

Haven’t I seen JesusChrist, ourLord? Aren’t
youmywork in the Lord?

2 If to others I am not an apostle, yet at
least I am to you; for you are the seal of my
apostleship in the Lord.

3My defence to those who examineme is
this:

4Have we no right to eat and to drink?
5 Have we no right to take along a wife

who is a believer, even as the rest of the
apostles, and the brothers of the Lord, and
Cephas?

6Or have only Barnabas and I no right to
not work?

7What soldier ever serves at his own ex-
pense? Who plants a vineyard, and doesn’t
eat of its fruit? Or who feeds a flock, and
doesn’t drink from the flock’s milk?

8Do I speak these things according to the
waysofmen? Ordoesn’t the lawalso say the
same thing?

9For it iswritten in the lawofMoses, “You
shall not muzzle an ox while it treads out
the grain.”* Is it for the oxen that God cares,

10or does he say it assuredly for our sake?
Yes, it was written for our sake, because he
who ploughs ought to plough in hope, and
he who threshes in hope should partake of
his hope.

11 If we sowed to you spiritual things, is it
a great thing if we reap your fleshly things?

12 If others partake of this right over you,
don’t we yet more?
Nevertheless we didn’t use this right, but

we bear all things, that we may cause no
hindrance to the Good News of Christ.

13 Don’t you know that those who serve
around sacred things eat from the things of

the temple, and those whowait on the altar
have their portion with the altar?

14 Even so the Lord ordained that those
who proclaim the Good News should live
from the Good News.

15 But I have used none of these things,
and I don’t write these things that it may be
done so in my case; for I would rather die,
than that anyone shouldmakemy boasting
void.

16 For if I preach the Good News, I have
nothing to boast about, for necessity is laid
onme; but woe is tome if I don’t preach the
Good News.

17 For if I do this of my own will, I have a
reward. But if not of my own will, I have a
stewardship entrusted to me.

18 What then is my reward? That when
I preach the Good News, I may present the
Good News of Christ without charge, so as
not toabusemyauthority in theGoodNews.

19For though Iwas free fromall, I brought
myself under bondage to all, that I might
gain themore.

20 To the Jews I became as a Jew, that I
might gain Jews; to those who are under
the law, as under the law,† that I might gain
those who are under the law;

21 to those who are without law, as with-
out law (not being without law towards
God, but under law towards Christ), that I
might win those who are without law.

22 To the weak I became as weak, that I
might gain the weak. I have become all
things to all men, that I may by all means
save some.

23Now I do this for the sake of the Good
News, that I may be a joint partaker of it.

24Don’t you know that thosewho run in a
race all run, but one receives theprize? Run
like that, so that youmaywin.

25 Every man who strives in the games
exercises self-control in all things. Now
they do it to receive a corruptible crown,
but we an incorruptible.

26 I therefore run like that, not aimlessly.
I fight like that, not beating the air,

27 but I beat my body and bring it into
submission, lest by any means, after I have
preached to others, I myself should be dis-
qualified.

10
1 Now I would not have you ignorant,

brothers, that our fathers were all under
the cloud, and all passed through the sea;

2 and were all baptised into Moses in the
cloud and in the sea;

3and all ate the same spiritual food;
* 9:9: Deuteronomy 25:4 † 9:20: NU adds: though I myself am not under the law
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4 and all drank the same spiritual drink.
For they drank of a spiritual rock that fol-
lowed them, and the rock was Christ.

5 However with most of them, God was
not well pleased, for theywere overthrown
in the wilderness.

6 Now these things were our examples,
to the intent we should not lust after evil
things as they also lusted.

7Don’t be idolaters, as someof themwere.
As it is written, “The people sat down to eat
and drink, and rose up to play.”*

8 Let’s not commit sexual immorality, as
some of them committed, and in one day
twenty-three thousand fell.

9 Let’s not test Christ,† as some of them
tested, and perished by the serpents.

10 Don’t grumble, as some of them also
grumbled, and perished by the destroyer.

11Now all these things happened to them
by way of example, and they were written
for our admonition, on whom the ends of
the ages have come.

12Therefore let himwho thinks he stands
be careful that he doesn’t fall.

13 No temptation has taken you except
what is common to man. God is faithful,
whowill not allow you to be tempted above
what you are able, butwill with the tempta-
tion also make the way of escape, that you
may be able to endure it.

14Therefore, my beloved, flee from idola-
try.

15 I speakas towisemen. Judgewhat I say.
16Thecupofblessingwhichwebless, isn’t

it a sharingof thebloodofChrist? Thebread
which we break, isn’t it a sharing of the
body of Christ?

17 Because there is one loaf of bread, we,
who are many, are one body; for we all
partake of the one loaf of bread.

18 Consider Israel according to the flesh.
Don’t those who eat the sacrifices partici-
pate in the altar?

19 What am I saying then? That a thing
sacrificed to idols is anything, or that an idol
is anything?

20But I say that the things which the Gen-
tiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons and
not toGod, and Idon’t desire that youwould
have fellowship with demons.

21You can’t both drink the cup of the Lord
and the cup of demons. You can’t both
partake of the table of the Lord and of the
table of demons.

22Or dowe provoke the Lord to jealousy?
Are we stronger than he?

23 “All things are lawful for me,” but not
all things are profitable. “All things are
lawful for me,” but not all things build up.

24 Let no one seek his own, but each one
his neighbour’s good.

25 Whatever is sold in the butcher shop,
eat, asking no question for the sake of con-
science,

26 for “the earth is the Lord’s, and its
fullness.”*

27 But if one of those who don’t believe
invites you to a meal, and you are inclined
to go, eat whatever is set before you, asking
no questions for the sake of conscience.

28 But if anyone says to you, “This was
offered to idols,” don’t eat it for the sake
of the one who told you, and for the sake
of conscience. For “the earth is the Lord’s,
with all its fullness.”

29Conscience, I say, not your own, but the
other’s conscience. For why is my liberty
judged by another conscience?

30 If I partakewith thankfulness,whyamI
denounced for something I give thanks for?

31Whether therefore you eat or drink, or
whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.

32 Give no occasion for stumbling,
whether to Jews, to Greeks, or to the
assembly of God;

33 even as I also please all men in all
things, not seeking my own profit, but the
profit of themany, that theymay be saved.

11
1 Be imitators of me, even as I also am of

Christ.
2 Now I praise you, brothers, that you

remember me in all things, and hold firm
the traditions, even as I delivered them to
you.

3 But I would have you know that the
head† of every man is Christ, and the head‡
of the woman is man, and the head§ of
Christ is God.

4Everymanprayingorprophesying, hav-
ing his head covered, dishonours his head.

5But every woman praying or prophesy-
ing with her head uncovered dishonours
her head. For it is one and the same thing
as if she were shaved.

6 For if a woman is not covered, let her
hair also be cut off. But if it is shameful
for a woman to have her hair cut off or be
shaved, let her be covered.

7 For a man indeed ought not to have his
head covered, because he is the image and
glory of God, but the woman is the glory of
theman.

* 10:7: Exodus 32:6 † 10:9: NU reads “the Lord” instead of “Christ”. * 10:26: Psalms 24:1 † 11:3: or, origin
‡ 11:3: or, origin § 11:3: or, origin
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8Forman is not fromwoman, butwoman
fromman;

9 for man wasn’t created for the woman,
but woman for theman.

10For this cause thewomanought to have
authorityoverherownhead, becauseof the
angels.

11Nevertheless, neither is the woman in-
dependent of the man, nor the man inde-
pendent of the woman, in the Lord.

12 For as woman came from man, so a
man also comes through a woman; but all
things are from God.

13 Judge for yourselves. Is it appropriate
that a woman pray to God unveiled?

14 Doesn’t even nature itself teach you
that if a man has long hair, it is a dishonour
to him?

15 But if a woman has long hair, it is a
glory to her, for her hair is given to her for
a covering.

16But if anyman seems to be contentious,
we have no such custom, neither do God’s
assemblies.

17But in giving you this command I don’t
praise you, because you come together not
for the better but for the worse.

18For first of all, when you come together
in the assembly, I hear that divisions exist
amongst you, and I partly believe it.

19For therealsomustbe factionsamongst
you, that those who are approved may be
revealed amongst you.

20 When therefore you assemble your-
selves together, it is not the Lord’s supper
that you eat.

21 For in your eating each one takes his
own supper first. One is hungry, and an-
other is drunken.

22 What, don’t you have houses to eat
and to drink in? Or do you despise God’s
assembly and put them to shamewho don’t
have enough? What shall I tell you? Shall I
praise you? In this I don’t praise you.

23For I received from the Lord thatwhich
also I delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus
on the night in which he was betrayed took
bread.

24 When he had given thanks, he broke
it and said, “Take, eat. This is my body,
which isbroken for you. Do this inmem-
ory ofme.”

25 In the same way he also took the cup
after supper, saying, “This cup is the new
covenant in my blood. Do this, as often
as you drink, inmemory ofme.”

26 For as often as you eat this bread and
drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes.

27 Therefore whoever eats this bread or
drinks the Lord’s cup in a way unworthy of
the Lord will be guilty of the body and the
blood of the Lord.

28 But let a man examine himself, and so
let himeat of thebreadanddrinkof the cup.

29 For he who eats and drinks in an un-
worthy way eats and drinks judgement to
himself if he doesn’t discern the Lord’s
body.

30 For this cause many amongst you are
weak and sickly, and not a few sleep.

31 For if we discerned ourselves, we
wouldn’t be judged.

32 But when we are judged, we are dis-
ciplined by the Lord, that we may not be
condemnedwith the world.

33 Therefore, my brothers, when you
come together to eat, wait for one another.

34 But if anyone is hungry, let him eat
at home, lest your coming together be for
judgement. The rest I will set in order
whenever I come.

12
1Now concerning spiritual things, broth-

ers, I don’t want you to be ignorant.
2Youknow thatwhenyouwereheathen,†

youwere ledaway to thosemute idols, how-
ever youmight be led.

3 Therefore I make known to you that no
man speaking by God’s Spirit says, “Jesus is
accursed.” No one can say, “Jesus is Lord,”
but by the Holy Spirit.

4Now there are various kinds of gifts, but
the same Spirit.

5 There are various kinds of service, and
the same Lord.

6Therearevariouskindsofworkings, but
the same Godwhoworks all things in all.

7 But to each one is given the manifesta-
tion of the Spirit for the profit of all.

8For to one is given through the Spirit the
wordofwisdom, and toanother thewordof
knowledge according to the same Spirit,

9 to another faith by the same Spirit, and
to another gifts of healings by the same
Spirit,

10 and to another workings of miracles,
and to another prophecy, and to another
discerning of spirits, to another different
kindsof languages, and toanother the inter-
pretation of languages.

11 But the one and the same Spirit pro-
duces all of these, distributing to each one
separately as he desires.

12 For as the body is one and has many
members, and all the members of the body,
beingmany, are one body; so also is Christ.

13 For in one Spirit we were all baptised
into one body, whether Jews or Greeks,

† 12:2: or Gentiles
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whether bond or free; andwere all given to
drink into one Spirit.

14 For the body is not one member, but
many.

15 If the foot would say, “Because I’m not
the hand, I’m not part of the body,” it is not
therefore not part of the body.

16 If the ear would say, “Because I’m not
the eye, I’m not part of the body,” it’s not
therefore not part of the body.

17 If the whole body were an eye, where
would the hearing be? If the whole were
hearing, where would the smelling be?

18But nowGodhas set themembers, each
one of them, in the body, just as he desired.

19 If they were all one member, where
would the body be?

20 But now they are many members, but
one body.

21 The eye can’t tell the hand, “I have no
need for you,” or again the head to the feet,
“I have no need for you.”

22No, much rather, those members of the
body which seem to be weaker are neces-
sary.

23Those parts of the bodywhichwe think
to be less honourable, on those we bestow
more abundant honour; and our unpre-
sentable parts have more abundant mod-
esty,

24 while our presentable parts have no
such need. But God composed the body
together, giving more abundant honour to
the inferior part,

25 that there should be no division in the
body, but that themembers shouldhave the
same care for one another.

26 When one member suffers, all the
members sufferwith it. When onemember
ishonoured, all themembers rejoicewith it.

27 Now you are the body of Christ, and
members individually.

28God has set some in the assembly: first
apostles, second prophets, third teachers,
thenmiracleworkers, thengifts ofhealings,
helps, governments, and various kinds of
languages.

29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are
all teachers? Are all miracle workers?

30 Do all have gifts of healings? Do all
speak with various languages? Do all inter-
pret?

31 But earnestly desire the best gifts.
Moreover, I show a most excellent way to
you.

13
1 If I speakwith the languages ofmen and

of angels, but don’t have love, I have be-
come sounding brass or a clanging cymbal.

2 If I have the gift of prophecy, and know
all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I
have all faith, so as to remove mountains,
but don’t have love, I am nothing.

3 If I give away all my goods to feed the
poor, and if I give my body to be burnt, but
don’t have love, it profits me nothing.

4Love is patient and is kind. Love doesn’t
envy. Love doesn’t brag, is not proud,

5 doesn’t behave itself inappropriately,
doesn’t seek its own way, is not provoked,
takes no account of evil;

6 doesn’t rejoice in unrighteousness, but
rejoices with the truth;

7 bears all things, believes all things,
hopes all things, and endures all things.

8 Love never fails. But where there are
prophecies, they will be done away with.
Where there are various languages, they
will cease. Where there is knowledge, itwill
be done awaywith.

9Forwe know in part andweprophesy in
part;

10 but when that which is complete has
come, then thatwhich ispartialwill bedone
awaywith.

11When I was a child, I spoke as a child,
I felt as a child, I thought as a child. Now
that I have become a man, I have put away
childish things.

12 For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but
then face to face. Now I know in part, but
then I will know fully, even as I was also
fully known.

13But now faith, hope, and love remain—
these three. The greatest of these is love.

14
1 Follow after love and earnestly desire

spiritual gifts, but especially that you may
prophesy.

2 For he who speaks in another language
speaks not to men, but to God, for no one
understands, but in the Spirit he speaks
mysteries.

3Buthewhoprophesies speaks tomenfor
their edification, exhortation, and consola-
tion.

4He who speaks in another language ed-
ifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies
the assembly.

5Now I desire to have you all speak with
other languages, but even more that you
would prophesy. For he is greater who
prophesies than he who speaks with other
languages, unless he interprets, that the
assemblymay be built up.

6 But now, brothers,† if I come to you
speakingwith other languages,whatwould
I profit you unless I speak to you either by

† 14:6: The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters”
or “siblings.”
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way of revelation, or of knowledge, or of
prophesying, or of teaching?

7 Even lifeless things that make a sound,
whether pipe or harp, if they didn’t give a
distinction in the sounds, how would it be
knownwhat is piped or harped?

8 For if the trumpet gave an uncertain
sound,whowouldpreparehimself forwar?

9 So also you, unless you uttered by the
tongue words easy to understand, how
would it be knownwhat is spoken? For you
would be speaking into the air.

10 There are, it may be, so many kinds of
languages in theworld, and none of them is
without meaning.

11 If then I don’t know themeaning of the
language, I would be to him who speaks a
foreigner, and he who speaks would be a
foreigner to me.

12 So also you, since you are zealous for
spiritual gifts, seek that youmay abound to
the building up of the assembly.

13 Therefore let him who speaks in an-
other language pray that hemay interpret.

14 For if I pray in another language, my
spirit prays, but my understanding is un-
fruitful.

15What should I do? I will pray with the
spirit, and I will pray with the understand-
ing also. I will singwith the spirit, and Iwill
sing with the understanding also.

16 Otherwise, if you bless with the spirit,
how will he who fills the place of the un-
learned say the “Amen” at your giving of
thanks, seeing he doesn’t know what you
say?

17Foryoumost certainly give thankswell,
but the other person is not built up.

18 I thank my God, I speak with other
languages more than you all.

19 However, in the assembly I would
rather speak five words with my under-
standing, that I might instruct others also,
than ten thousand words in another lan-
guage.

20Brothers, don’t be children in thoughts,
yet in malice be babies, but in thoughts be
mature.

21 In the law it is written, “By men
of strange languages and by the lips of
strangers I will speak to this people. They
won’t even listen to me that way, says the
Lord.”*

22 Therefore other languages are for a
sign, not to those who believe, but to the
unbelieving; but prophesying is for a sign,
not to the unbelieving, but to those who
believe.

23 If therefore the whole assembly is as-
sembled together and all speak with other

languages, and unlearned or unbelieving
people come in, won’t they say that you are
crazy?

24 But if all prophesy, and someone un-
believing or unlearned comes in, he is re-
proved by all, and he is judged by all.

25And thus the secrets of his heart are re-
vealed. So he will fall down on his face and
worshipGod, declaring that God is amongst
you indeed.

26 What is it then, brothers? When you
come together, each one of you has a psalm,
has a teaching, has a revelation, has an-
other language, or has an interpretation.
Let all thingsbedone tobuild eachotherup.

27 If anyman speaks in another language,
let there be two, or at themost three, and in
turn; and let one interpret.

28 But if there is no interpreter, let him
keep silent in the assembly, and let him
speak to himself and to God.

29Let two or three of the prophets speak,
and let the others discern.

30 But if a revelation is made to another
sitting by, let the first keep silent.

31 For you all can prophesy one by one,
that all may learn and all may be exhorted.

32 The spirits of the prophets are subject
to the prophets,

33 for God is not a God of confusion but of
peace, as in all the assemblies of the saints.

34Let thewivesbequiet in theassemblies,
for it has not been permitted for them to be
talkingexcept in submission, as the lawalso
says,*

35 if they desire to learn anything. “Let
them ask their own husbands at home, for
it is shameful for a wife to be talking in the
assembly.”

36What!? Was it from you that the word
of God went out? Or did it come to you
alone?

37 If any man thinks himself to be a
prophet or spiritual, let him recognise the
thingswhich Iwrite to you, that theyare the
commandment of the Lord.

38 But if anyone is ignorant, let him be
ignorant.

39Therefore, brothers, desire earnestly to
prophesy, and don’t forbid speaking with
other languages.

40 Let all things be done decently and in
order.

15
1Now I declare to you, brothers, the Good

News which I preached to you, which also
you received, in which you also stand,

* 14:21: Isaiah 28:11-12 * 14:34: Deuteronomy 27:9
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2by which also you are saved, if you hold
firmly the word which I preached to you—
unless you believed in vain.

3 For I delivered to you first of all that
which I also received: that Christ died for
our sins according to the Scriptures,

4 thathewasburied, thathewas raisedon
the third day according to the Scriptures,

5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to
the twelve.

6 Then he appeared to over five hundred
brothers at once, most of whom remain
until now, but some have also fallen asleep.

7 Then he appeared to James, then to all
the apostles,

8 and last of all, as to the child born at the
wrong time, he appeared to me also.

9For I am the least of the apostles, who is
not worthy to be called an apostle, because
I persecuted the assembly of God.

10But by the grace of God I amwhat I am.
His grace which was given to me was not
futile, but I worked more than all of them;
yet not I, but the grace of God which was
withme.

11 Whether then it is I or they, so we
preach, and so you believed.

12 Now if Christ is preached, that he has
been raised from the dead, how do some
amongst you say that there is no resurrec-
tion of the dead?

13 But if there is no resurrection of the
dead, neither has Christ been raised.

14 If Christ has not been raised, then our
preaching is in vain and your faith also is in
vain.

15Yes,wearealso found falsewitnessesof
God, becausewe testified about God that he
raised up Christ, whom he didn’t raise up if
it is true that the dead are not raised.

16For if thedeadaren’t raised, neitherhas
Christ been raised.

17 If Christ has not been raised, your faith
is vain; you are still in your sins.

18Then they also who are fallen asleep in
Christ have perished.

19 If we have only hoped in Christ in this
life, we are of all menmost pitiable.

20 But now Christ has been raised from
the dead. He became the first fruit of those
who are asleep.

21 For since death came by man, the res-
urrection of the dead also came byman.

22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ
all will be made alive.

23 But each in his own order: Christ the
first fruits, then thosewhoareChrist’s at his
coming.

24 Then the end comes, when he will de-
liver up the Kingdom to God the Father,

when hewill have abolished all rule and all
authority and power.

25Forhemust reignuntil hehasput all his
enemies under his feet.

26The last enemy that will be abolished is
death.

27 For, “He put all things in subjection
under his feet.”* But when he says, “All
things are put in subjection”, it is evident
that he is excepted who subjected all things
to him.

28 When all things have been subjected
to him, then the Son will also himself be
subjected to himwho subjected all things to
him, that Godmay be all in all.

29Or else what will they do who are bap-
tised for the dead? If the dead aren’t raised
at all, why then are they baptised for the
dead?

30Whydowealso stand in jeopardyevery
hour?

31 I affirm, by the boasting in you which I
have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily.

32 If I fought with animals at Ephesus for
human purposes, what does it profit me? If
the dead are not raised, then “let’s eat and
drink, for tomorrowwe die.”*

33 Don’t be deceived! “Evil companion-
ships corrupt goodmorals.”

34Wake up righteously and don’t sin, for
some have no knowledge of God. I say this
to your shame.

35 But someone will say, “How are the
dead raised?” and, “Withwhat kind of body
do they come?”

36 You foolish one, that which you your-
self sow is not made alive unless it dies.

37 That which you sow, you don’t sow the
body thatwill be, but a bare grain,maybe of
wheat, or of some other kind.

38 But God gives it a body even as it
pleased him, and to each seed a body of its
own.

39All flesh is not the same flesh, but there
is one flesh of men, another flesh of ani-
mals, another of fish, and another of birds.

40 There are also celestial bodies and ter-
restrial bodies; but the glory of the celestial
differs from that of the terrestrial.

41 There is one glory of the sun, another
glory of the moon, and another glory of the
stars; for one star differs from another star
in glory.

42 So also is the resurrection of the dead.
The body is sown perishable; it is raised
imperishable.

43 It is sown in dishonour; it is raised in
glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in
power.

* 15:27: Psalms 8:6 * 15:32: Isaiah 22:13
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44 It is sown a natural body; it is raised a
spiritual body. There is a natural body and
there is also a spiritual body.

45 So also it is written, “The first man
Adam became a living soul.”* The last
Adam became a life-giving spirit.

46 However, that which is spiritual isn’t
first, but that which is natural, then that
which is spiritual.

47 The first man is of the earth, made of
dust. The second man is the Lord from
heaven.

48 As is the one made of dust, such are
those who are also made of dust; and as is
the heavenly, such are they also that are
heavenly.

49 As we have borne the image of those
made of dust, let’s† also bear the image of
the heavenly.

50Now I say this, brothers,‡ that flesh and
blood can’t inherit God’s Kingdom; neither
does the perishable inherit imperishable.

51 Behold,§ I tell you a mystery. We will
not all sleep, but we will all be changed,

52 in amoment, in the twinkling of an eye,
at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will
sound and the dead will be raised incor-
ruptible, and wewill be changed.

53 For this perishable body must become
imperishable, and this mortal must put on
immortality.

54 But when this perishable body will
have become imperishable, and thismortal
will have put on immortality, then what is
written will happen: “Death is swallowed
up in victory.”*
55 “Death, where is your sting?

Hades,†where is your victory?”*
56The sting of death is sin, and the power

of sin is the law.
57But thanks be to God, who gives us the

victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
58 Therefore, my beloved brothers, be

steadfast, immovable, always abounding in
the Lord’s work, because you know that
your labour is not in vain in the Lord.

16
1 Now concerning the collection for the

saints: as I commanded the assemblies of
Galatia, you do likewise.

2On the first day of every week, let each
one of you save as he may prosper, that no
collections are made when I come.

3When I arrive, I will send whoever you
approve with letters to carry your gracious
gift to Jerusalem.

4 If it is appropriate forme to go also, they
will go withme.

5 I will come to you when I have passed
through Macedonia, for I am passing
throughMacedonia.

6 But with you it may be that I will stay
with you, or evenwinter with you, that you
may sendme onmy journey wherever I go.

7 For I do not wish to see you now in
passing, but I hope to stay awhile with you,
if the Lord permits.

8But Iwill stay at Ephesusuntil Pentecost,
9 foragreatandeffectivedoorhasopened

tome, and there are many adversaries.
10 Now if Timothy comes, see that he is

with you without fear, for he does the work
of the Lord, as I also do.

11 Therefore let no one despise him. But
set him forward on his journey in peace,
that he may come to me; for I expect him
with the brothers.

12Now concerning Apollos the brother, I
strongly urged him to come to you with the
brothers, but it was not at all his desire to
comenow; but hewill comewhenhehas an
opportunity.

13 Watch! Stand firm in the faith! Be
courageous! Be strong!

14Let all that you do be done in love.
15Now I beg you, brothers—you know the

house of Stephanas, that it is the first fruits
ofAchaia, and that theyhave set themselves
to serve the saints—

16 that you also be in subjection to such,
and to everyonewho helps in the work and
labours.

17 I rejoice at the coming of Stephanas,
Fortunatus, and Achaicus; for that which
was lacking on your part, they supplied.

18For they refreshedmy spirit and yours.
Therefore acknowledge those who are like
that.

19 The assemblies of Asia greet you.
Aquila and Priscilla greet you warmly in
the Lord, together with the assembly that is
in their house.

20 All the brothers greet you. Greet one
another with a holy kiss.

21 This greeting is by me, Paul, with my
own hand.

22 If any man doesn’t love the Lord Jesus
Christ, let him be cursed.† Come, Lord!‡

* 15:45: Genesis 2:7 † 15:49: NU, TR read “we will” instead of “let’s” ‡ 15:50: The word for “brothers” here and
where context allows may also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” § 15:51: “Behold”, from
“ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection. * 15:54: Isaiah 25:8
† 15:55: or, Hell * 15:55: See Hosea 13:14 † 16:22: Greek: anathema. ‡ 16:22: Aramaic: Maranatha!
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23 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be
with you.

24 My love to all of you in Christ Jesus.
Amen.
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Paul’s Second Letter to
the Corinthians

1Paul, an apostle of Christ† Jesus through
the will of God, and Timothy our brother,
to the assembly of God which is at Corinth,
with all the saints who are in the whole of
Achaia:

2 Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father ofmercies and
God of all comfort,

4whocomfortsus inall ouraffliction, that
we may be able to comfort those who are
in any affliction, through the comfort with
which we ourselves are comforted by God.

5 For as the sufferings of Christ abound
to us, even so our comfort also abounds
through Christ.

6But if we are afflicted, it is for your com-
fort and salvation. If we are comforted, it
is for your comfort, which produces in you
the patient enduring of the same sufferings
which we also suffer.

7 Our hope for you is steadfast, knowing
that, since you are partakers of the suffer-
ings, so you are also of the comfort.

8 For we don’t desire to have you unin-
formed, brothers,‡ concerning our afflic-
tion which happened to us in Asia: that we
were weighed down exceedingly, beyond
our power, somuch that we despaired even
of life.

9Yes, we ourselves have had the sentence
of death within ourselves, that we should
not trust in ourselves, but inGodwho raises
the dead,

10whodeliveredusoutof sogreatadeath,
and does deliver, on whomwe have set our
hope that he will also still deliver us,

11you also helping together on our behalf
by your supplication; that, for the gift given
to us by means of many, thanks may be
given bymany persons on your behalf.

12 For our boasting is this: the testimony
of our conscience that in holiness and sin-
cerity of God, not in fleshly wisdom but in
the grace of God, we behaved ourselves in
the world, and more abundantly towards
you.

13Forwewritenoother things toyou than
what you read or even acknowledge, and I
hope you will acknowledge to the end—

14 as also you acknowledged us in part—
that we are your boasting, even as you also
are ours, in the day of our Lord Jesus.

15 In this confidence, I was determined
to come first to you, that you might have a
second benefit,

16and by you to pass intoMacedonia, and
again from Macedonia to come to you, and
to be sent forward by you onmy journey to
Judea.

17 When I therefore planned this, did I
show fickleness? Or the things that I plan,
do Iplanaccording to theflesh, thatwithme
there should be the “Yes, yes” and the “No,
no?”

18But asGod is faithful, ourword towards
you was not “Yes and no.”

19 For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who
was preached amongst you by us—by me,
Silvanus, and Timothy—was not “Yes and
no,” but in him is “Yes.”

20 For however many are the promises
of God, in him is the “Yes.” Therefore also
through him is the “Amen”, to the glory of
God through us.

21Now he who establishes us with you in
Christ and anointed us is God,

22 who also sealed us and gave us the
down payment of the Spirit in our hearts.

23 But I call God for a witness to my soul,
that to spare you, I didn’t come to Corinth.

24 We don’t control your faith, but are
fellow workers with you for your joy. For
you stand firm in faith.

2
1 But I determined this for myself, that I

would not come to you again in sorrow.
2 For if I make you grieve, then who will

makeme glad but he who is made to grieve
byme?

3AndIwrote thisvery thing toyou, so that
when I came, I wouldn’t have sorrow from
them of whom I ought to rejoice; having
confidence in you all that my joy would be
shared by all of you.

4 For out of much affliction and anguish
of heart I wrote to you with many tears,
not that you should be made to grieve, but
that youmight know the love that I have so
abundantly for you.

5 But if any has caused sorrow, he has
caused sorrow not to me, but in part (that
I not press too heavily) to you all.

6This punishment whichwas inflicted by
themany is sufficient for such a one;

7 so that, on the contrary, you should
rather forgive him and comfort him, lest by
anymeans such a one should be swallowed
upwith his excessive sorrow.

8Therefore I beg you to confirmyour love
towards him.

† 1:1: “Christ” means “Anointed One”. ‡ 1:8: The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be
correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”
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9 For to this end I also wrote, that I might
know the proof of you, whether you are
obedient in all things.

10Now I also forgive whomever you for-
give anything. For if indeed I have forgiven
anything, I have forgiven that one for your
sakes in the presence of Christ,

11 that no advantage may be gained over
us by Satan, for we are not ignorant of his
schemes.

12 Now when I came to Troas for the
Good News of Christ, and when a door was
opened tome in the Lord,

13 I had no relief for my spirit, because I
didn’t find Titus my brother, but taking my
leave of them, I went out into Macedonia.

14Nowthanksbe toGodwhoalways leads
us in triumph inChrist, and reveals through
us the sweet aroma of his knowledge in
every place.

15 For we are a sweet aroma of Christ to
God in those who are saved and in those
who perish:

16 to the one a stench fromdeath to death,
to the other a sweet aroma from life to life.
Who is sufficient for these things?

17Forwe are not as somany, peddling the
word of God. But as of sincerity, but as of
God, in the sight of God, we speak in Christ.

3
1 Are we beginning again to commend

ourselves? Or do we need, as do some, let-
ters of commendation to you or from you?

2You are our letter, written in our hearts,
known and read by all men,

3 being revealed that you are a letter of
Christ, served by us, written not with ink,
but with the Spirit of the living God; not
in tablets of stone, but in tablets that are
hearts of flesh.

4Such confidencewehave throughChrist
towards God,

5 not that we are sufficient of ourselves
to account anything as from ourselves; but
our sufficiency is from God,

6who also made us sufficient as servants
of a new covenant, not of the letter but of
the Spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit
gives life.

7 But if the service of death, written en-
graved on stones, came with glory, so that
the children of Israel could not look stead-
fastly on the face of Moses for the glory of
his face, which was passing away,

8won’t service of the Spirit be with much
more glory?

9 For if the service of condemnation has
glory, the service of righteousness exceeds
muchmore in glory.

10Formost certainly that which has been
made glorious has not been made glorious
in this respect, by reason of the glory that
surpasses.

11For if that which passes away was with
glory, much more that which remains is in
glory.

12Having therefore such a hope, we use
great boldness of speech,

13 and not as Moses, who put a veil on his
face so that the children of Israel wouldn’t
look steadfastly on the end of that which
was passing away.

14 But their minds were hardened, for
until this very day at the reading of the old
covenant the same veil remains, because in
Christ it passes away.

15 But to this day, when Moses is read, a
veil lies on their heart.

16 But whenever someone turns to the
Lord, the veil is taken away.

17 Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where
the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.

18Butweall,withunveiled face seeing the
glory of the Lord as in a mirror, are trans-
formed into the same image from glory to
glory, even as from the Lord, the Spirit.

4
1Therefore, seeingwe have thisministry,

even as we obtainedmercy, we don’t faint.
2 But we have renounced the hidden

things of shame, not walking in craftiness
nor handling the word of God deceitfully,
but by the manifestation of the truth com-
mending ourselves to every man’s con-
science in the sight of God.

3 Even if our Good News is veiled, it is
veiled in those who are dying,

4 in whom the god of this world has
blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that
the light of the Good News of the glory of
Christ, who is the image of God, should not
dawn on them.

5 For we don’t preach ourselves, but
Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your
servants for Jesus’ sake,

6 seeing it is God who said, “Light will
shine out of darkness,”* who has shone in
ourhearts to give the light of the knowledge
of the gloryofGod in the faceof JesusChrist.

7Butwehave this treasure in clay vessels,
that the exceeding greatness of the power
may be of God and not from ourselves.

8 We are pressed on every side, yet not
crushed; perplexed, yet not to despair;

9pursued, yet not forsaken; struck down,
yet not destroyed;

* 4:6: Genesis 1:3
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10always carrying in the body the putting
to death of the Lord Jesus, that the life of
Jesus may also be revealed in our body.

11 For we who live are always delivered
to death for Jesus’ sake, that the life also of
Jesus may be revealed in ourmortal flesh.

12 So then death works in us, but life in
you.

13 But having the same spirit of faith, ac-
cording to thatwhich iswritten, “I believed,
and therefore I spoke.”* We also believe,
and therefore we also speak,

14 knowing that he who raised the Lord
Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will
present us with you.

15 For all things are for your sakes,
that the grace, being multiplied through
the many, may cause the thanksgiving to
abound to the glory of God.

16 Therefore we don’t faint, but though
our outward person is decaying, yet our
inward person is renewed day by day.

17 For our light affliction, which is for
the moment, works for us more and more
exceedingly an eternal weight of glory,

18while we don’t look at the things which
are seen, but at the things which are not
seen. For the things which are seen are
temporal, but the thingswhich are not seen
are eternal.

5
1 For we know that if the earthly house

of our tent is dissolved, we have a building
from God, a house not made with hands,
eternal, in the heavens.

2Formost certainly in thiswegroan, long-
ing to be clothedwith our habitationwhich
is from heaven,

3 if indeed being clothed, we will not be
found naked.

4 For indeed we who are in this tent do
groan, being burdened, not that we desire
to be unclothed, but that we desire to be
clothed, that what is mortal may be swal-
lowed up by life.

5Now hewhomade us for this very thing
is God, who also gave to us the down pay-
ment of the Spirit.

6 Therefore we are always confident and
know thatwhileweare at home in thebody,
we are absent from the Lord;

7 for we walk by faith, not by sight.
8Weare courageous, I say, andarewilling

rather to be absent from the body and to be
at homewith the Lord.

9 Therefore also we make it our aim,
whether at homeor absent, to bewell pleas-
ing to him.

10 For we must all be revealed before the
judgement seat of Christ that each onemay
receive the things in the body according to
what he has done, whether good or bad.

11Knowing therefore the fear of the Lord,
we persuade men, but we are revealed to
God, and I hope thatwe are revealed also in
your consciences.

12 For we are not commending ourselves
to you again, but speak as giving you occa-
sion of boasting onour behalf, that youmay
have something to answer those who boast
in appearance and not in heart.

13 For if we are beside ourselves, it is for
God. Or ifwe are of sobermind, it is for you.

14 For the love of Christ compels us; be-
cause we judge thus: that one died for all,
therefore all died.

15 He died for all, that those who live
should no longer live to themselves, but to
himwho for their sakesdiedandroseagain.

16 Therefore we know no one according
to the flesh from now on. Even though we
have known Christ according to the flesh,
yet nowwe know him so nomore.

17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a
new creation. The old things have passed
away. Behold,† all things have become new.

18 But all things are of God, who recon-
ciled us to himself through Jesus Christ, and
gave to us theministry of reconciliation;

19 namely, that God was in Christ recon-
ciling theworld to himself, not reckoning to
them their trespasses, and having commit-
ted to us the word of reconciliation.

20 We are therefore ambassadors on be-
half of Christ, as though God were entreat-
ing by us: we beg you on behalf of Christ, be
reconciled to God.

21For himwhoknewno sin hemade to be
sin on our behalf, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God.

6
1 Working together, we entreat also that

you do not receive the grace of God in vain.
2For he says,

“At an acceptable time I listened to you.
In a day of salvation I helped you.”*
Behold, now is the acceptable time. Be-

hold, now is the day of salvation.
3Wegivenooccasionof stumbling in any-

thing, that our service may not be blamed,
4 but in everything commending our-

selves as servants of God: in great en-
durance, in afflictions, in hardships, in dis-
tresses,

5 in beatings, in imprisonments, in riots,
in labours, in watchings, in fastings,

* 4:13: Psalms 116:10 † 5:17: “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often

used as an interjection. * 6:2: Isaiah 49:8
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6 in pureness, in knowledge, in perse-
verance, in kindness, in the Holy Spirit, in
sincere love,

7 in thewordof truth, in thepowerofGod,
by the armour of righteousness on the right
hand and on the left,

8 by glory and dishonour, by evil report
and good report, as deceivers and yet true,

9 as unknown and yet well known, as
dying andbehold—we live, as punished and
not killed,

10 as sorrowful yet always rejoicing, as
poor yetmakingmany rich, as having noth-
ing and yet possessing all things.

11Ourmouth is open to you, Corinthians.
Our heart is enlarged.

12Youarenot restricted byus, but you are
restricted by your own affections.

13 Now in return—I speak as to my chil-
dren—you also open your hearts.

14 Don’t be unequally yoked with unbe-
lievers, for what fellowship do righteous-
ness and iniquity have? Orwhat fellowship
does light have with darkness?

15What agreement does Christ have with
Belial? Or what portion does a believer
have with an unbeliever?

16What agreement does a temple of God
havewith idols? For you are a temple of the
livingGod. Even asGod said, “Iwill dwell in
them and walk in them. I will be their God
and they will be my people.”*

17Therefore
“ ‘Come out from amongst them,

and be separate,’ says the Lord.
‘Touch no unclean thing.

I will receive you.*
18 I will be to you a Father.

You will be to me sons and daughters,’
says the Lord Almighty.”*

7
1 Having therefore these promises,

beloved, let’s cleanse ourselves from all
defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting
holiness in the fear of God.

2 Open your hearts to us. We wronged
no one. We corrupted no one. We took
advantage of no one.

3 I say this not to condemn you, for I have
said before that you are in our hearts to die
together and live together.

4Great is my boldness of speech towards
you. Great is my boasting on your behalf. I
am filled with comfort. I overflow with joy
in all our affliction.

5 For even when we had come into Mace-
donia, our flesh had no relief, but we were

afflicted on every side. Fightings were out-
side. Fear was inside.

6 Nevertheless, he who comforts the
lowly, God, comforted us by the coming of
Titus,

7 and not by his coming only, but also by
the comfort with which he was comforted
in youwhile he toldus of your longing, your
mourning, and your zeal for me, so that I
rejoiced still more.

8 For though I grieved you with my letter,
I do not regret it, though I did regret it. For I
see that my letter made you grieve, though
just for a while.

9 I now rejoice, not that youwere grieved,
but that you were grieved to repentance.
For you were grieved in a godly way, that
youmight suffer loss by us in nothing.

10For godly sorrow produces repentance
leading to salvation, which brings no re-
gret. But the sorrow of the world produces
death.

11 For behold, this same thing, that you
were grieved in a godly way, what earnest
care it worked in you. Yes, what defence,
indignation, fear, longing, zeal, and vindi-
cation! In everything you demonstrated
yourselves to be pure in thematter.

12 So although I wrote to you, I wrote not
for his cause that did the wrong, nor for his
cause that suffered thewrong, but that your
earnest care for usmight be revealed in you
in the sight of God.

13Therefore we have been comforted. In
our comfort we rejoiced the more exceed-
ingly for the joy of Titus, because his spirit
has been refreshed by you all.

14For if in anything I have boasted to him
on your behalf, I was not disappointed. But
aswe spoke all things to you in truth, so our
gloryingalsowhich ImadebeforeTituswas
found to be truth.

15 His affection is more abundantly to-
wards you, while he remembers all of your
obedience, how with fear and trembling
you received him.

16 I rejoice that in everything I am confi-
dent concerning you.

8
1Moreover, brothers, we make known to

you the grace of God which has been given
in the assemblies of Macedonia,

2 how in a severe ordeal of affliction,
the abundance of their joy and their deep
poverty abounded to the riches of their gen-
erosity.

3 For according to their power, I testify,
yes and beyond their power, they gave of
their own accord,

* 6:16: Leviticus 26:12; Jeremiah 32:38; Ezekiel 37:27 * 6:17: Isaiah 52:11; Ezekiel 20:34,41 * 6:18: 2 Samuel 7:14;
7:8
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4 begging us with much entreaty to re-
ceive this grace and the fellowship in the
service to the saints.

5 This was not as we had expected, but
first they gave their own selves to the Lord,
and to us through the will of God.

6 So we urged Titus, that as he had made
a beginning before, so he would also com-
plete in you this grace.

7 But as you abound in everything—in
faith, utterance, knowledge, all earnest-
ness, and in your love to us—see that you
also abound in this grace.

8 I speak not by way of commandment,
but as proving through the earnestness of
others the sincerity also of your love.

9Foryouknowthegraceof ourLord Jesus
Christ, that though hewas rich, yet for your
sakes he became poor, that you through his
poverty might become rich.

10 I give advice in this: it is expedient for
you who were the first to start a year ago,
not only to do, but also to be willing.

11 But now complete the doing also, that
as there was the readiness to be willing,
so there may be the completion also out of
your ability.

12 For if the readiness is there, it is ac-
ceptable according to what you have, not
according to what you don’t have.

13For this is not that others may be eased
and you distressed,

14 but for equality. Your abundance at
this present time supplies their lack, that
their abundance alsomay become a supply
for your lack, that there may be equality.

15As it iswritten, “Hewhogatheredmuch
had nothing left over, and he who gathered
little had no lack.”*

16 But thanks be to God, who puts the
same earnest care for you into the heart of
Titus.

17 For he indeed accepted our exhorta-
tion, but being himself very earnest, he
went out to you of his own accord.

18 We have sent together with him the
brother whose praise in the Good News is
known throughout all the assemblies.

19Not only so, but he was also appointed
by the assemblies to travel with us in this
grace, which is served by us to the glory of
the Lord himself, and to show our readi-
ness.

20 We are avoiding this, that any man
should blame us concerning this abun-
dance which is administered by us.

21 Having regard for honourable things,
not only in the sight of the Lord, but also in
the sight of men.

22 We have sent with them our brother
whomwe havemany times proved earnest
in many things, but now much more
earnest, by reason of the great confidence
which he has in you.

23As forTitus, he ismypartner and fellow
worker for you. As for our brothers, they
are the apostles of the assemblies, the glory
of Christ.

24 Therefore show the proof of your love
to them before the assemblies, and of our
boasting on your behalf.

9
1 It is indeed unnecessary for me to write

to you concerning the service to the saints,
2 for I know your readiness, of which I

boast on your behalf to those ofMacedonia,
that Achaia has been prepared for the past
year. Your zeal has stirred up very many of
them.

3 But I have sent the brothers so that our
boasting on your behalf may not be in vain
in this respect, that, just as I said, you may
be prepared,

4 lest by anymeans, if anyone fromMace-
donia comes there with me and finds you
unprepared, we (to say nothing of you)
would be disappointed in this confident
boasting.

5 I thought it necessary therefore to en-
treat the brothers that theywould gobefore
to you and arrange ahead of time the gen-
erous gift that you promised before, that
the same might be ready as a matter of
generosity, and not of greediness.

6Remember this: he who sows sparingly
will also reap sparingly. Hewho sowsboun-
tifully will also reap bountifully.

7 Let each man give according as he has
determined in his heart, not grudgingly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver.

8AndGod isable tomakeall graceabound
to you, that you, always having all suffi-
ciency in everything, may abound to every
good work.

9As it is written,
“He has scattered abroad. He has given to

the poor.
His righteousness remains forever.”*

10 Now may he who supplies seed to the
sower and bread for food, supply and mul-
tiply your seed for sowing, and increase the
fruits of your righteousness,

11youbeingenriched ineverything forall
generosity, which produces thanksgiving to
God through us.

12 For this service of giving that you per-
form not only makes up for lack amongst

* 8:15: Exodus 16:18 * 9:9: Psalms 112:9
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the saints, but abounds also through much
giving of thanks to God,

13 seeing that through the proof given by
this service, they glorify God for the obedi-
ence of your confession to the Good News
of Christ and for the generosity of your
contribution to them and to all,

14 while they themselves also, with sup-
plication on your behalf, yearn for you by
reasonof the exceeding grace ofGod in you.

15Now thanks be to God for his unspeak-
able gift!

10
1 Now I Paul, myself, entreat you by the

humility and gentleness of Christ, I who in
your presence am lowly amongst you, but
being absent am bold towards you.

2 Yes, I beg you that I may not, when
present, show courage with the confidence
withwhich I intend tobebold against some,
who consider us to be walking according to
the flesh.

3For thoughwewalk in theflesh,wedon’t
wage war according to the flesh;

4 for the weapons of our warfare are not
of the flesh, but mighty before God to the
throwing down of strongholds,

5 throwing down imaginations and every
high thing that is exalted against the knowl-
edge of God and bringing every thought
into captivity to the obedience of Christ,

6 and being in readiness to avenge all
disobediencewhenyour obedience ismade
full.

7Doyou lookat thingsonlyas theyappear
in front of your face? If anyone trusts in
himself that he is Christ’s, let him consider
this again with himself, that even as he is
Christ’s, so we also are Christ’s.

8 For even if I boast somewhat abun-
dantly concerning our authority, which the
Lord gave for building you up and not for
casting you down, I will not be ashamed,

9 that I may not seem as if I desire to
terrify you bymy letters.

10For, “His letters”, they say, “are weighty
and strong, but his bodily presence isweak,
and his speech is despised.”

11 Let such a person consider this, that
whatwe are inword by letterswhenwe are
absent, such are we also in deed when we
are present.

12 For we are not bold to number or
compare ourselves with some of those who
commend themselves. But they them-
selves, measuring themselves by them-
selves, and comparing themselves with
themselves, are without understanding.

13 But we will not boast beyond proper
limits, but within the boundaries with
which God appointed to us, which reach
even to you.

14 For we don’t stretch ourselves too
much, as thoughwedidn’t reach to you. For
we came even as far as to youwith theGood
News of Christ,

15 not boasting beyond proper limits in
other men’s labours, but having hope that
as your faith grows, we will be abundantly
enlarged by you in our sphere of influence,

16 so as to preach the Good News even to
the parts beyond you, not to boast in what
someone else has already done.

17But “hewho boasts, let him boast in the
Lord.”*

18 For it isn’t he who commends himself
who is approved, but whom the Lord com-
mends.

11
1 I wish that you would bear with me in

a little foolishness, but indeed you do bear
withme.

2 For I am jealous over you with a godly
jealousy. For I promised you inmarriage to
one husband, that I might present you as a
pure virgin to Christ.

3 But I am afraid that somehow, as the
serpent deceived Eve in his craftiness, so
your minds might be corrupted from the
simplicity that is in Christ.

4 For if he who comes preaches another
Jesus whom we didn’t preach, or if you
receive a different spirit which you didn’t
receive, or a different “good news” which
you didn’t accept, you put up with that well
enough.

5 For I reckon that I am not at all behind
the very best apostles.

6But though Iamunskilled in speech, yet I
amnotunskilled inknowledge. No, inevery
way we have been revealed to you in all
things.

7 Or did I commit a sin in humbling my-
self that you might be exalted, because I
preached to you God’s Good News free of
charge?

8 I robbed other assemblies, takingwages
from them that I might serve you.

9When Iwas presentwith you andwas in
need, I wasn’t a burden on anyone, for the
brothers,when they came fromMacedonia,
supplied themeasure ofmy need. In every-
thing I keptmyself frombeing burdensome
to you, and I will continue to do so.

10 As the truth of Christ is in me, no one
will stop me from this boasting in the re-
gions of Achaia.

* 10:17: Jeremiah 9:24
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11 Why? Because I don’t love you? God
knows.

12Butwhat I do, that I will continue to do,
that I may cut off opportunity from those
who desire an opportunity, that in which
they boast, theymay be recognised just like
us.

13 For such men are false apostles, de-
ceitful workers, masquerading as Christ’s
apostles.

14 And no wonder, for even Satan mas-
querades as an angel of light.

15 It is no great thing therefore if his ser-
vants also masquerade as servants of righ-
teousness, whose end will be according to
their works.

16 I say again, let no one think me foolish.
But if so, yet receivemeas foolish, that I also
may boast a little.

17 That which I speak, I don’t speak ac-
cording to the Lord, but as in foolishness, in
this confidence of boasting.

18Seeing thatmany boast after the flesh, I
will also boast.

19 For you bear with the foolish gladly,
being wise.

20 For you bear with a man if he brings
you into bondage, if he devours you, if he
takes you captive, if he exalts himself, or if
he strikes you on the face.

21Tomy shame, I speak as thoughwe had
been weak. Yet in whatever way anyone is
bold (I speak in foolishness), I am bold also.

22 Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they
Israelites? So am I. Are they the offspring†
of Abraham? So am I.

23 Are they servants of Christ? (I speak
as one beside himself.) I am more so: in
labours more abundantly, in prisons more
abundantly, in stripes above measure, and
in deaths often.

24 Five times I received forty stripes mi-
nus one from the Jews.

25 Three times I was beaten with rods.
Once I was stoned. Three times I suffered
shipwreck. I have been a night and a day in
the deep.

26 I have been in travels often, perils of
rivers, perils of robbers, perils from my
countrymen, perils fromtheGentiles, perils
in the city, perils in thewilderness, perils in
the sea, perils amongst false brothers;

27 in labour and travail, in watchings of-
ten, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often,
and in cold and nakedness.

28 Besides those things that are outside,
there is that which presses on me daily:
anxiety for all the assemblies.

29Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who
is caused to stumble, and I don’t burn with
indignation?

30 If I must boast, I will boast of the things
that concernmyweakness.

31 The God and Father of the Lord Je-
sus Christ, he who is blessed forever more,
knows that I don’t lie.

32 In Damascus the governor under King
Aretas guarded the Damascenes’ city, desir-
ing to arrest me.

33 I was let down in a basket through a
windowby thewall, and escapedhis hands.

12
1 It is doubtless not profitable for me to

boast, but I will come to visions and revela-
tions of the Lord.

2 I know a man in Christ who was caught
up into the third heaven fourteen years
ago—whether in the body, I don’t know, or
whether out of the body, I don’t know; God
knows.

3 I know such aman (whether in the body,
or outside of the body, I don’t know; God
knows),

4howhewas caught up into Paradise and
heard unspeakable words, which it is not
lawful for a man to utter.

5On behalf of such a one I will boast, but
onmy own behalf I will not boast, except in
myweaknesses.

6 For if I would desire to boast, I will not
be foolish; for I will speak the truth. But I
refrain, so that no man may think more of
me than that which he sees in me or hears
fromme.

7By reason of the exceeding greatness of
the revelations, that I should not be exalted
excessively, a thorn in the flesh was given
tome: amessenger of Satan to torment me,
that I should not be exalted excessively.

8Concerning this thing, I begged the Lord
three times that it might depart fromme.

9 He has said to me, “My grace is suffi-
cient for you, formy power ismade per-
fect in weakness.” Most gladly therefore I
will rather glory inmyweaknesses, that the
power of Christ may rest onme.

10 Therefore I take pleasure in weak-
nesses, in injuries, in necessities, in perse-
cutions, and in distresses, for Christ’s sake.
For when I amweak, then am I strong.

11 I have become foolish in boasting. You
compelled me, for I ought to have been
commended by you, for I am in no way
inferior to the very best apostles, though I
am nothing.

12 Truly the signs of an apostle were
worked amongst you in all perseverance, in
signs and wonders andmighty works.

† 11:22: or, seed
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13 For what is there in which you were
made inferior to the rest of the assemblies,
unless it is that Imyself was not a burden to
you? Forgive me this wrong!

14Behold, this is the third time I am ready
to come to you, and I will not be a burden
to you; for I seek not your possessions, but
you. For the children ought not to save
up for the parents, but the parents for the
children.

15 I will most gladly spend and be spent
for your souls. If I love you more abun-
dantly, am I loved the less?

16Evenso, Imyself didn’t burdenyou. But
youmight say that being crafty, I caught you
with deception.

17Did I take advantage of you by anyone
of those whom I have sent to you?

18 I exhorted Titus, and I sent the brother
with him. Did Titus take any advantage of
you? Didn’t we walk in the same spirit?
Didn’t we walk in the same steps?

19Again, do you think that we are excus-
ing ourselves to you? In the sight of Godwe
speak in Christ. But all things, beloved, are
for your edifying.

20 For I am afraid that perhaps when I
come, I might find you not the way I want
to, and that I might be found by you as you
don’t desire, that perhaps there would be
strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, factions,
slander, whisperings, proud thoughts, or
riots,

21 that again when I come my God would
humble me before you, and I would mourn
for many of those who have sinned before
now, and not repented of the uncleanness,
sexual immorality, and lustfulness which
they committed.

13
1This is the third time I amcoming to you.

“At the mouth of two or three witnesses
shall every word be established.”*

2 I have warned previously, and I warn
again, as when I was present the second
time, so now, being absent, I write to those
who have sinned before now and to all the
rest that if I come again, I will not spare,

3 seeing that you seek a proof of Christ
who speaks in me who is not weak, but is
powerful in you.

4For he was crucified through weakness,
yet he lives through the power of God. For
we also are weak in him, but we will live
withhimthrough thepowerofGod towards
you.

5 Examine your own selves, whether you
are in the faith. Test your own selves. Or
don’t you know about your own selves, that

Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you
are disqualified.

6 But I hope that you will know that we
aren’t disqualified.

7NowIpray toGod thatyoudonoevil; not
that wemay appear approved, but that you
may do that which is honourable, though
wemay seem to have failed.

8For we can do nothing against the truth,
but for the truth.

9 For we rejoice when we are weak and
you are strong. We also pray for this: your
becoming perfect.

10For this cause Iwrite these thingswhile
absent, that I may not deal sharply when
present, according to the authority which
theLordgavemeforbuildingupandnot for
tearing down.

11Finally, brothers, rejoice! Be perfected.
Be comforted. Be of the samemind. Live in
peace, and theGod of love andpeacewill be
with you.

12Greet one another with a holy kiss.
13All the saints greet you.
14Thegraceof theLord JesusChrist, God’s

love, and the fellowshipof theHolySpirit be
with you all. Amen.

* 13:1: Deuteronomy 19:15
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Paul’s Letter to the
Galatians

1 Paul, an apostle—not from men, nor
through man, but through Jesus Christ,†
and God the Father, who raised him from
the dead—

2 and all the brothers‡ who are with me,
to the assemblies of Galatia:

3 Grace to you and peace from God the
Father and our Lord Jesus Christ,

4 who gave himself for our sins, that he
might deliver us out of this present evil
age, according to the will of our God and
Father—

5 to whom be the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

6 I marvel that you are so quickly desert-
inghimwhocalledyou in thegraceofChrist
to a different “good news”,

7 but there isn’t another “good news.”
Only there are some who trouble you and
want to pervert the Good News of Christ.

8 But even though we, or an angel from
heaven, should preach to you any “good
news” other than that which we preached
to you, let him be cursed.

9 As we have said before, so I now say
again: if anymanpreaches toyouany “good
news” other than that which you received,
let him be cursed.

10 For am I now seeking the favour of
men, or of God? Or am I striving to please
men? For if I were still pleasing men, I
wouldn’t be a servant of Christ.

11 But I make known to you, broth-
ers, concerning the Good News which was
preached by me, that it is not according to
man.

12 For I didn’t receive it from man, nor
was I taught it, but it came to me through
revelation of Jesus Christ.

13For you have heard of myway of living
in time past in the Jews’ religion, how that
beyondmeasure I persecuted the assembly
of God and ravaged it.

14 I advanced in the Jews’ religion beyond
many of my own age amongst my country-
men, being more exceedingly zealous for
the traditions of my fathers.

15 But when it was the good pleasure of
God, who separated me from my mother’s
womb and calledme through his grace,

16 to reveal his Son in me, that I might
preach him amongst the Gentiles, I didn’t
immediately confer with flesh and blood,

17 nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those
who were apostles before me, but I went
away into Arabia. Then I returned to Dam-
ascus.

18 Then after three years I went up to
Jerusalem to visit Peter, and stayed with
him fifteen days.

19 But of the other apostles I saw no one
except James, the Lord’s brother.

20Now about the things which I write to
you, behold,§ before God, I’mnot lying.

21Then I came to the regions of Syria and
Cilicia.

22 I was still unknown by face to the as-
semblies of Judea which were in Christ,

23 but they only heard, “He who once
persecuted us now preaches the faith that
he once tried to destroy.”

24 So they glorified God inme.

2
1 Then after a period of fourteen years I

went up again to Jerusalemwith Barnabas,
taking Titus also withme.

2 I went up by revelation, and I laid be-
fore them the Good News which I preach
amongst the Gentiles, but privately before
those who were respected, for fear that I
might be running, or had run, in vain.

3 But not even Titus, who was with me,
being a Greek, was compelled to be circum-
cised.

4 This was because of the false brothers
secretly brought in, who stole in to spy out
our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus,
that theymight bring us into bondage,

5 to whomwe gave no place in the way of
subjection, not for an hour, that the truth of
the Good Newsmight continue with you.

6 But from those who were reputed to be
important—whatever they were, it makes
no difference to me; God doesn’t show par-
tiality to man—they, I say, who were re-
spected imparted nothing to me,

7but to the contrary, when they saw that I
had been entrustedwith the GoodNews for
the uncircumcised, even as Peter with the
Good News for the circumcised—

8 for he who worked through Peter in
the apostleship with the circumcised also
worked throughmewith the Gentiles—

9 and when they perceived the grace that
was given to me, James and Cephas and
John, those who were reputed to be pillars,
gave to Barnabas and me the right hand of
fellowship, that we should go to the Gen-
tiles, and they to the circumcision.

† 1:1: “Christ” means “Anointed One”. ‡ 1:2: The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be

correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” § 1:20: “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice,
observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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10 They only asked us to remember the
poor—whichvery thing Iwasalso zealous to
do.

11 But when Peter came to Antioch, I re-
sisted him to his face, because he stood
condemned.

12 For before some people came from
James, he ate with the Gentiles. But when
they came, he drew back and separated
himself, fearing those who were of the cir-
cumcision.

13 And the rest of the Jews joined him in
his hypocrisy, so that even Barnabas was
carried away with their hypocrisy.

14 But when I saw that they didn’t walk
uprightly according to the truth of the Good
News, I said to Peter before them all, “If
you, being a Jew, live as the Gentiles do, and
not as the Jews do, why do you compel the
Gentiles to live as the Jews do?

15 “We, being Jews by nature andnot Gen-
tile sinners,

16 yet knowing that a man is not justified
by the works of the law but through faith
in Jesus Christ, even we believed in Christ
Jesus, that we might be justified by faith
in Christ and not by the works of the law,
because no flesh will be justified by the
works of the law.

17 But if while we sought to be justified
in Christ, we ourselves also were found
sinners, is Christ a servant of sin? Certainly
not!

18 For if I build up again those things
which I destroyed, I prove myself a law-
breaker.

19 For I through the law died to the law,
that I might live to God.

20 I have been crucified with Christ, and
it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in
me. That life which I now live in the flesh,
I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved
me and gave himself up for me.

21 I don’t reject the grace of God. For
if righteousness is through the law, then
Christ died for nothing!”

3
1 Foolish Galatians, who has bewitched

younot toobey the truth, beforewhoseeyes
Jesus Christ was openly portrayed amongst
you as crucified?

2 I just want to learn this from you: Did
you receive the Spirit by the works of the
law, or by hearing of faith?

3Are you so foolish? Having begun in the
Spirit, are you now completed in the flesh?

4Did you suffer so many things in vain, if
it is indeed in vain?

5He therefore who supplies the Spirit to
you and does miracles amongst you, does
he do it by the works of the law, or by
hearing of faith?

6Even so, Abraham “believed God, and it
was counted to him for righteousness.”*

7 Know therefore that those who are of
faith are children of Abraham.

8 The Scripture, foreseeing that God
would justify the Gentiles by faith,
preached the Good News beforehand to
Abraham, saying, “In you all the nations
will be blessed.”*

9 So then, those who are of faith are
blessed with the faithful Abraham.

10 For as many as are of the works of the
law are under a curse. For it is written,
“Cursed is everyone who doesn’t continue
in all things that are written in the book of
the law, to do them.”*

11Now that noman is justified by the law
before God is evident, for, “The righteous
will live by faith.”*

12 The law is not of faith, but, “The man
who does themwill live by them.”*

13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of
the law, having become a curse for us. For
it iswritten, “Cursed is everyonewhohangs
on a tree,”*

14 that the blessing of Abraham might
come on the Gentiles through Christ Jesus,
that we might receive the promise of the
Spirit through faith.

15 Brothers, speaking of human terms,
though it is onlyaman’s covenant, yetwhen
it has been confirmed, no onemakes it void
or adds to it.

16Nowthepromiseswere spoken toAbra-
ham and to his offspring.† He doesn’t say,
“Todescendants‡”, as ofmany, but as of one,
“To your offspring”,* which is Christ.

17 Now I say this: A covenant confirmed
beforehandbyGod in Christ, the law,which
came four hundred and thirty years after,
does not annul, so as to make the promise
of no effect.

18 For if the inheritance is of the law, it is
no more of promise; but God has granted it
to Abraham by promise.

19Thenwhy is there the law? Itwasadded
because of transgressions, until the off-
spring should come to whom the promise
has been made. It was ordained through
angels by the hand of a mediator.

20Nowamediator is not betweenone, but
God is one.

* 3:6: Genesis 15:6 * 3:8: Genesis 12:3; 18:18; 22:18 * 3:10: Deuteronomy 27:26 * 3:11: Habakkuk 2:4
* 3:12: Leviticus 18:5 * 3:13: Deuteronomy 21:23 † 3:16: or, seed ‡ 3:16: or, seeds * 3:16: Genesis 12:7;
13:15; 24:7
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21 Is the law then against the promises of
God? Certainly not! For if there had been
a law given which could make alive, most
certainly righteousnesswouldhave been of
the law.

22But the Scripture imprisoned all things
under sin, that the promise by faith in Jesus
Christ might be given to those who believe.

23 But before faith came, we were kept
in custody under the law, confined for the
faith which should afterwards be revealed.

24So that the law has become our tutor to
bring us to Christ, thatwemight be justified
by faith.

25But now that faith has come, we are no
longer under a tutor.

26For you are all children ofGod, through
faith in Christ Jesus.

27 For as many of you as were baptised
into Christ have put on Christ.

28There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is
neither slave nor free man, there is neither
male nor female; for you are all one in
Christ Jesus.

29 If you are Christ’s, then you are Abra-
ham’s offspring and heirs according to
promise.

4
1 But I say that so long as the heir is a

child, he isnodifferent fromabondservant,
though he is lord of all,

2 but is under guardians and stewards
until the day appointed by the father.

3 So we also, when we were children,
were held in bondage under the elemental
principles of the world.

4But when the fullness of the time came,
God sent outhis Son, born to awoman, born
under the law,

5 that he might redeem those who were
under the law, that we might receive the
adoption as children.

6And because you are children, God sent
out the Spirit of his Son into your hearts,
crying, “Abba,† Father!”

7So you are no longer a bondservant, but
a son; and if a son, then an heir of God
through Christ.

8However at that time, not knowing God,
you were in bondage to those who by na-
ture are not gods.

9 But now that you have come to know
God, or rather to be known by God, why
do you turn back again to the weak and
miserable elemental principles, to which
you desire to be in bondage all over again?

10Youobservedays,months, seasons, and
years.

11 I am afraid for you, that I might have
wastedmy labour for you.

12 I beg you, brothers, become as I am, for
I also have become as you are. You did me
nowrong,

13but youknow that because ofweakness
in theflesh Ipreached theGoodNews toyou
the first time.

14 That which was a temptation to you in
my flesh, you didn’t despise nor reject; but
you receivedme as an angel of God, even as
Christ Jesus.

15 What was the blessing you enjoyed?
For I testify to you that, if possible, you
would have plucked out your eyes and
given them tome.

16 So then, have I become your enemy by
telling you the truth?

17 They zealously seek you in no good
way. No, they desire to alienate you, that
youmay seek them.

18 But it is always good to be zealous in a
good cause, andnot onlywhen I ampresent
with you.

19My little children, of whom I am again
in travail until Christ is formed in you—

20 but I could wish to be present with
you now, and to change my tone, for I am
perplexed about you.

21Tell me, you that desire to be under the
law, don’t you listen to the law?

22 For it is written that Abraham had two
sons, oneby the servant, andoneby the free
woman.

23 However, the son by the servant was
born according to the flesh, but the son by
the freewomanwas born through promise.

24 These things contain an allegory, for
theseare twocovenants. One is fromMount
Sinai, bearing children tobondage,which is
Hagar.

25For this Hagar isMount Sinai in Arabia,
and answers to the Jerusalem that exists
now, for she is in bondage with her chil-
dren.

26 But the Jerusalem that is above is free,
which is themother of us all.

27For it is written,
“Rejoice, you barren who don’t bear.

Break out and shout, you who don’t
travail.

For the desolate women have more
children than her who has a hus-
band.” *

28 Now we, brothers, as Isaac was, are
children of promise.

29But as then, hewhowasbornaccording
to the flesh persecuted him who was born
according to the Spirit, so also it is now.

† 4:6: Abba is a Greek spelling for the Aramaic word for “Father” or “Daddy” used in a familiar, respectful, and loving
way. * 4:27: Isaiah 54:1
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30However, what does the Scripture say?
“Throw out the servant and her son, for the
son of the servant will not inherit with the
son of the free woman.”*

31 So then, brothers, we are not children
of a servant, but of the free woman.

5
1 Stand firm therefore in the liberty by

which Christ hasmade us free, and don’t be
entangled again with a yoke of bondage.

2 Behold, I, Paul, tell you that if you re-
ceive circumcision, Christ will profit you
nothing.

3 Yes, I testify again to every man who
receives circumcision that he is a debtor to
do the whole law.

4 You are alienated from Christ, you who
desire to be justified by the law. You have
fallen away from grace.

5 For we through the Spirit, by faith wait
for the hope of righteousness.

6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision
nor uncircumcision amounts to anything,
but faith working through love.

7 You were running well! Who inter-
feredwith you that you should not obey the
truth?

8 This persuasion is not from him who
calls you.

9 A little yeast grows through the whole
lump.

10 I have confidence towards you in the
Lord that you will think no other way. But
he who troubles you will bear his judge-
ment, whoever he is.

11 But I, brothers, if I still preach circum-
cision, why am I still persecuted? Then
the stumbling block of the cross has been
removed.

12 I wish that those who disturb you
would cut themselves off.

13 For you, brothers, were called for free-
dom. Only don’t use your freedom as an
opportunity for the flesh, but through love
be servants to one another.

14 For the whole law is fulfilled in one
word, in this: “You shall love your neigh-
bour as yourself.”*

15But if you bite and devour one another,
be careful that you don’t consume one an-
other.

16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you
won’t fulfil the lust of the flesh.

17For theflesh lusts against theSpirit, and
the Spirit against the flesh; and these are
contrary to one another, that you may not
do the things that you desire.

18But if you are led by the Spirit, you are
not under the law.

19Now the deeds of the flesh are obvious,
which are: adultery, sexual immorality, un-
cleanness, lustfulness,

20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, strife, jeal-
ousies, outbursts of anger, rivalries, divi-
sions, heresies,

21 envy, murders, drunkenness, orgies,
and things like these; of which I forewarn
you, even as I also forewarned you, that
those who practise such things will not in-
herit God’s Kingdom.

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith,†

23 gentleness, and self-control. Against
such things there is no law.

24Those who belong to Christ have cruci-
fied the flesh with its passions and lusts.

25 Ifwe live by the Spirit, let’s alsowalk by
the Spirit.

26 Let’s not become conceited, provoking
one another, and envying one another.

6
1Brothers, even if aman is caught in some

fault, you who are spiritual must restore
such a one in a spirit of gentleness, looking
to yourself so that you also aren’t tempted.

2Bearoneanother’s burdens, and so fulfil
the law of Christ.

3 For if a man thinks himself to be some-
thing when he is nothing, he deceives him-
self.

4But let eachmanexaminehis ownwork,
and then he will have reason to boast in
himself, and not in someone else.

5For eachmanwill bear his own burden.
6 But let him who is taught in the word

share all good thingswith himwho teaches.
7 Don’t be deceived. God is not mocked,

for whatever a man sows, that he will also
reap.

8 For he who sows to his own flesh will
from the flesh reap corruption. But he who
sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap
eternal life.

9Let’s not be weary in doing good, for we
will reap in due season if we don’t give up.

10 So then, as we have opportunity, let’s
do what is good towards all men, and espe-
cially towards those who are of the house-
hold of the faith.

11 See with what large letters I write to
you withmy own hand.

12 As many as desire to make a good
impression in the flesh compel you to be
circumcised, just so they may not be perse-
cuted for the cross of Christ.

13 For even they who receive circumci-
siondon’t keep the law themselves, but they

* 4:30: Genesis 21:10 * 5:14: Leviticus 19:18 † 5:22: or, faithfulness
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desire to have you circumcised, so that they
may boast in your flesh.

14But far be it fromme to boast except in
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through
which the world has been crucified to me,
and I to the world.

15 For in Christ Jesus neither is circum-
cision anything, nor uncircumcision, but a
new creation.

16Asmany aswalk by this rule, peace and
mercy be on them, and on God’s Israel.

17 From now on, let no one cause me any
trouble, for I bear the marks of the Lord
Jesus branded onmy body.

18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with your spirit, brothers. Amen.
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Paul’s Letter to the
Ephesians

1Paul, an apostle of Christ† Jesus through
the will of God, to the saints who are at
Ephesus, and the faithful in Christ Jesus:

2 Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly
places in Christ,

4 even as he chose us in him before the
foundation of the world, that we would be
holy and without defect before him in love,

5 having predestined us for adoption as
children through Jesus Christ to himself,
according to the goodpleasure of his desire,

6 to the praise of the glory of his grace,
by which he freely gave us favour in the
Beloved.

7 Inhimwehaveour redemption through
his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses,
according to the riches of his grace

8which hemade to abound towards us in
all wisdom and prudence,

9making known to us the mystery of his
will, according to his good pleasure which
he purposed in him

10 to an administration of the fullness of
the times, to sum up all things in Christ, the
things in the heavens and the things on the
earth, in him.

11We were also assigned an inheritance
in him, having been foreordained accord-
ing to the purpose of him who does all
things after the counsel of his will,

12 to the end that we should be to the
praise of his glory, we who had before
hoped in Christ.

13 In him you also, having heard theword
of the truth, the Good News of your salva-
tion—in whom, having also believed, you
were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit,

14 who is a pledge of our inheritance, to
the redemption of God’s own possession, to
the praise of his glory.

15For this cause I also, havingheardof the
faith in theLord Jesuswhich is amongst you
and the lovewhichyouhave towards all the
saints,

16don’t cease to give thanks for you,mak-
ingmention of you inmy prayers,

17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit
of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge
of him,

18having the eyes of your hearts‡ enlight-
ened, that you may know what is the hope
of his calling, andwhat are the riches of the
glory of his inheritance in the saints,

19 and what is the exceeding greatness of
his power towards us who believe, accord-
ing to that working of the strength of his
might

20 which he worked in Christ when he
raised him from the dead and made him to
sit at his right hand in the heavenly places,

21 far above all rule, authority, power,
dominion, and every name that is named,
not only in this age, but also in thatwhich is
to come.

22Heput all things in subjectionunderhis
feet, and gave him to be head over all things
for the assembly,

23 which is his body, the fullness of him
who fills all in all.

2
1 You were made alive when you were

dead in transgressions and sins,
2 in which you once walked according to

the course of this world, according to the
prince of the power of the air, the spiritwho
nowworks in the children of disobedience.

3We also all once lived amongst them in
the lustsofourflesh, doing thedesiresof the
flesh and of the mind, and were by nature
children of wrath, even as the rest.

4 But God, being rich in mercy, for his
great love with which he loved us,

5 even when we were dead through our
trespasses, made us alive together with
Christ—by grace you have been saved—

6 and raised us up with him, and made
us to sit with him in the heavenly places in
Christ Jesus,

7 that in the ages to come he might show
the exceeding riches of his grace in kind-
ness towards us in Christ Jesus;

8 for by grace you have been saved
through faith, and that not of yourselves; it
is the gift of God,

9not of works, that no one would boast.
10Forwearehisworkmanship, created in

Christ Jesus for goodworks, which God pre-
pared before that we would walk in them.

11Therefore remember that once you, the
Gentiles in the flesh, who are called “uncir-
cumcision” by that which is called “circum-
cision” (in the flesh, made by hands),

12 that you were at that time separate
from Christ, alienated from the common-
wealth of Israel, and strangers from the
covenants of the promise, having no hope
andwithout God in the world.

† 1:1: “Christ” means “Anointed One”. ‡ 1:18: TR reads “understanding” instead of “hearts”
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13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once
were far off are made near in the blood of
Christ.

14 For he is our peace, who made both
one, and broke down the middle wall of
separation,

15having abolished in his flesh the hostil-
ity, the law of commandments contained in
ordinances, that he might create in himself
one newman of the two, making peace,

16 and might reconcile them both in one
body toGod through thecross, havingkilled
the hostility through it.

17 He came and preached peace to you
who were far off and to those who were
near.

18 For through him we both have our ac-
cess in one Spirit to the Father.

19So thenyouareno longer strangers and
foreigners, but you are fellow citizens with
the saints and of the household of God,

20 being built on the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself
being the chief cornerstone;

21 in whom the whole building, fitted to-
gether, grows into aholy temple in theLord;

22 in whom you also are built together for
a habitation of God in the Spirit.

3
1For this cause I, Paul, am the prisoner of

Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles,
2 if it is so that you have heard of the

administration of that grace of God which
was givenme towards you,

3how that by revelation the mystery was
made known tome, as Iwrote before in few
words,

4 by which, when you read, you can per-
ceive my understanding in the mystery of
Christ,

5 which in other generations was not
made known to the children of men, as it
has now been revealed to his holy apostles
and prophets in the Spirit,

6 that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and
fellow members of the body, and fellow
partakers of his promise in Christ Jesus
through the Good News,

7ofwhich Iwasmadea servant according
to the gift of that grace of God which was
given me according to the working of his
power.

8 To me, the very least of all saints, was
this grace given, to preach to the Gentiles
the unsearchable riches of Christ,

9 and to make all men see what is the
administration† of the mystery which for
ages has been hidden in God, who created
all things through Jesus Christ,

10 to the intent that now through the as-
sembly the manifold wisdom of God might
bemadeknownto theprincipalities and the
powers in the heavenly places,

11according to the eternal purposewhich
he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord.

12 In him we have boldness and access in
confidence through our faith in him.

13 Therefore I ask that you may not lose
heartatmy troubles foryou,whichareyour
glory.

14 For this cause, I bow my knees to the
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

15 fromwhomevery family inheavenand
on earth is named,

16 that he would grant you, according to
the riches of his glory, that you may be
strengthenedwith power throughhis Spirit
in the inner person,

17 that Christ may dwell in your hearts
through faith, to the end that you, being
rooted and grounded in love,

18 may be strengthened to comprehend
with all the saints what is the width and
length and height and depth,

19 and to know Christ’s love which sur-
passes knowledge, that you may be filled
with all the fullness of God.

20 Now to him who is able to do exceed-
ingly abundantly above all that we ask or
think, according to the power that works in
us,

21 to him be the glory in the assembly and
in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever
and ever. Amen.

4
1 I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord,

beg you to walk worthily of the calling with
which you were called,

2 with all lowliness and humility, with
patience, bearing with one another in love,

3beingeager tokeep theunityof theSpirit
in the bond of peace.

4 There is one body and one Spirit, even
as you also were called in one hope of your
calling,

5one Lord, one faith, one baptism,
6oneGod andFather of all, who is over all

and through all and in us all.
7 But to each one of us, the grace was

given according to themeasure of the gift of
Christ.

8Therefore he says,
“When he ascended on high,

he led captivity captive,
and gave gifts to people.”*

9Nowthis, “Heascended”, what is it but that
he also first descended into the lower parts
of the earth?

† 3:9: TR reads “fellowship” instead of “administration” * 4:8: Psalms 68:18
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10 He who descended is the one who also
ascended far above all the heavens, that he
might fill all things.

11He gave some to be apostles; and some,
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some,
shepherds† and teachers;

12 for the perfecting of the saints, to the
work of serving, to the building up of the
body of Christ,

13 until we all attain to the unity of the
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of
God, to a full grownman, to the measure of
the stature of the fullness of Christ,

14 that we may no longer be children,
tossed back and forth and carried about
with everywind of doctrine, by the trickery
of men, in craftiness, after the wiles of er-
ror;

15 but speaking truth in love, we may
grow up in all things into him who is the
head, Christ,

16 from whom all the body, being fitted
and knit together through that which every
joint supplies, according to the working in
measure of each individual part, makes the
body increase to the building up of itself in
love.

17 This I say therefore, and testify in the
Lord, that you no longer walk as the rest of
theGentiles alsowalk, in the futility of their
mind,

18beingdarkened in theirunderstanding,
alienated from the life of God because of
the ignorance that is in them, because of the
hardening of their hearts.

19 They, having become callous, gave
themselves up to lust, to work all unclean-
ness with greediness.

20But you didn’t learn Christ that way,
21 if indeed you heard him and were

taught in him, even as truth is in Jesus:
22 that you put away, as concerning your

former way of life, the old man that grows
corrupt after the lusts of deceit,

23and that you be renewed in the spirit of
yourmind,

24 and put on the new man, who in the
likeness of God has been created in righ-
teousness and holiness of truth.

25 Therefore, putting away falsehood,
speak truth each one with his neighbour,
for we aremembers of one another.

26 “Be angry, and don’t sin.”* Don’t let the
sun go down on your wrath,

27and don’t give place‡ to the devil.
28 Let him who stole steal no more; but

rather let him labour, producing with his
hands something that is good, that he may
have something to give to him who has
need.

29 Let no corrupt speech proceed out of
yourmouth, but onlywhat is good forbuild-
ingothersupas theneedmaybe, that itmay
give grace to those who hear.

30 Don’t grieve the Holy Spirit of God, in
whom you were sealed for the day of re-
demption.

31 Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, outcry,
and slander be put away from you, with all
malice.

32 And be kind to one another, tender
hearted, forgiving each other, just as God
also in Christ forgave you.

5
1 Be therefore imitators of God, as

beloved children.
2 Walk in love, even as Christ also loved

us and gave himself up for us, an offering
and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling
fragrance.

3 But sexual immorality, and all unclean-
ness or covetousness, let it not evenbemen-
tioned amongst you, as becomes saints;

4 nor filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor
jesting, which are not appropriate, but
rather giving of thanks.

5 Know this for sure, that no sexually
immoral person, nor unclean person, nor
covetous man (who is an idolater), has any
inheritance in the Kingdom of Christ and
God.

6 Let no one deceive you with empty
words, forbecauseof these things thewrath
of God comes on the children of disobedi-
ence.

7Therefore don’t be partakerswith them.
8 For you were once darkness, but are

now light in the Lord. Walk as children of
light,

9 for the fruit of the Spirit is in all good-
ness and righteousness and truth,

10 proving what is well pleasing to the
Lord.

11Have no fellowship with the unfruitful
deeds of darkness, but rather even reprove
them.

12 For it is a shame even to speak of the
things which are done by them in secret.

13But all things, when they are reproved,
are revealed by the light, for everything
that reveals is light.

14 Therefore he says, “Awake, you who
sleep, and arise from the dead, and Christ
will shine on you.”

15 Therefore watch carefully how you
walk, not as unwise, but as wise,

16 redeeming the time, because the days
are evil.

† 4:11: or, pastors * 4:26: Psalms 4:4 ‡ 4:27: or, opportunity
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17 Therefore, don’t be foolish, but under-
stand what the will of the Lord is.

18 Don’t be drunken with wine, in which
is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit,

19 speaking to one another in psalms,
hymns, and spiritual songs; singing and
makingmelody in your heart to the Lord;

20 giving thanks always concerning all
things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
to God, even the Father;

21 subjecting yourselves to one another in
the fear of Christ.

22 Wives, be subject to your own hus-
bands, as to the Lord.

23For the husband is the head of thewife,
as Christ also is the head of the assembly,
being himself the saviour of the body.

24But as the assembly is subject to Christ,
so let the wives also be to their own hus-
bands in everything.

25 Husbands, love your wives, even as
Christ also loved the assembly and gave
himself up for her,

26 that he might sanctify her, having
cleansed her by the washing of water with
the word,

27 that he might present the assembly to
himself gloriously, not having spot or wrin-
kle or any such thing, but that she should be
holy and without defect.

28 Even so husbands also ought to love
their own wives as their own bodies. He
who loves his ownwife loves himself.

29 For no man ever hated his own flesh,
but nourishes and cherishes it, even as the
Lord also does the assembly,

30becausewearemembers of his body, of
his flesh and bones.

31 “For this cause a man will leave his
father and mother and will be joined to his
wife. Then the twowill become one flesh.”*

32 This mystery is great, but I speak con-
cerning Christ and the assembly.

33Nevertheless eachof youmust also love
his own wife even as himself; and let the
wife see that she respects her husband.

6
1Children, obey your parents in the Lord,

for this is right.
2 “Honour your father and mother,”

which is the first commandment with a
promise:

3 “that it may be well with you, and you
may live long on the earth.” *

4You fathers, don’t provokeyourchildren
towrath, but nurture them in the discipline
and instruction of the Lord.

5 Servants, be obedient to those who ac-
cording to the flesh are your masters, with
fear and trembling, in singleness of your
heart, as to Christ,

6not in theway of service onlywhen eyes
are on you, asmen pleasers, but as servants
of Christ, doing the will of God from the
heart,

7 with good will doing service as to the
Lord and not to men,

8knowing that whatever good thing each
one does, he will receive the same good
again from the Lord, whether he is bound
or free.

9Youmasters, do the same things to them,
and give up threatening, knowing that he
who is both their Master and yours is in
heaven, and there is no partiality with him.

10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the
strength of his might.

11 Put on the whole armour of God, that
you may be able to stand against the wiles
of the devil.

12 For our wrestling is not against flesh
and blood, but against the principalities,
against the powers, against the world’s
rulers of the darkness of this age, and
against the spiritual forces ofwickedness in
the heavenly places.

13 Therefore put on the whole armour of
God, that you may be able to withstand in
the evil day, and having done all, to stand.

14 Stand therefore, having the utility belt
of truth buckled around your waist, and
having put on the breastplate of righteous-
ness,

15 and having fitted your feet with the
preparation of the Good News of peace,

16 above all, taking up the shield of faith,
with which you will be able to quench all
the fiery darts of the evil one.

17 And take the helmet of salvation, and
the sword of the Spirit, which is the word†
of God;

18with all prayer and requests, praying at
all times in the Spirit, and being watchful
to this end in all perseverance and requests
for all the saints.

19 Pray for me, that utterance may be
given to me in opening my mouth, to make
known with boldness the mystery of the
Good News,

20 for which I am an ambassador in
chains; that in it I may speak boldly, as I
ought to speak.

21 But that you also may know my af-
fairs, how I amdoing, Tychicus, the beloved
brother and faithful servant in the Lord,
will make known to you all things.

* 5:31: Genesis 2:24 * 6:3: Deuteronomy 5:16 † 6:17: from the Greek “ῥῆμα” (rhema), which means “spoken
word”
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22 I have sent him to you for this very
purpose, that you may know our state and
that hemay comfort your hearts.

23Peace be to the brothers, and love with
faith, from God the Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ.

24 Grace be with all those who love our
Lord Jesus Christ with incorruptible love.
Amen.
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Paul’s Letter to the
Philippians

1 Paul and Timothy, servants of Jesus
Christ,† to all the saints in Christ Jesus who
are at Philippi, with the overseers‡ and ser-
vants:§

2 Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

3 I thank my God whenever I remember
you,

4 always in every request of mine on be-
half of you all,makingmy requestswith joy,

5 for your partnership† in furtherance of
the GoodNews from the first day until now;

6 being confident of this very thing, that
he who began a goodwork in youwill com-
plete it until the day of Jesus Christ.

7 It is even right for me to think this way
on behalf of all of you, because I have you
in my heart, because both in my bonds
and in the defence and confirmation of the
Good News, you all are partakers with me
of grace.

8 For God is my witness, how I long after
all of you in the tender mercies of Christ
Jesus.

9 This I pray, that your love may abound
yet more and more in knowledge and all
discernment,

10 so that youmay approve the things that
are excellent, that you may be sincere and
without offence to the day of Christ,

11being filledwith the fruits of righteous-
ness which are through Jesus Christ, to the
glory and praise of God.

12Now I desire to have you know, broth-
ers,‡ that the things which happened to me
have turned out rather to the progress of
the Good News,

13 so that it became evident to the whole
palace§ guard, and to all the rest, that my
bonds are in Christ,

14 and that most of the brothers in the
Lord, being confident through my bonds,
are more abundantly bold to speak the
word of God without fear.

15 Some indeed preach Christ even out of
envy and strife, and some also out of good
will.

16 The former insincerely preach Christ
from selfish ambition, thinking that they
add affliction to my chains;

17 but the latter out of love, knowing that
I am appointed for the defence of the Good
News.

18What does itmatter? Only that in every
way, whether in pretence or in truth, Christ
is proclaimed. I rejoice in this, yes, and will
rejoice.

19 For I know that this will turn out to
my salvation through your prayers and the
supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,

20 according to my earnest expectation
and hope, that I will in no way be disap-
pointed, but with all boldness, as always,
now also Christ will be magnified in my
body, whether by life or by death.

21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is
gain.

22But if I liveon in theflesh, thiswill bring
fruit frommywork; yet I don’t knowwhat I
will choose.

23But I amhardpressed between the two,
having the desire to depart and be with
Christ, which is far better.

24Yet to remain in the flesh is more need-
ful for your sake.

25 Having this confidence, I know that I
will remain, yes, and remain with you all
for your progress and joy in the faith,

26 that your boasting† may abound in
Christ Jesus in me through my presence
with you again.

27 Only let your way of life be worthy of
the Good News of Christ, that whether I
come and see you or am absent, I may hear
of your state, that you stand firm in one
spirit, with one soul striving for the faith of
the Good News;

28and innothing frightenedby the adver-
saries, which is for them a proof of destruc-
tion, but to you of salvation, and that from
God.

29 Because it has been granted to you on
behalf of Christ, not only to believe in him,
but also to suffer on his behalf,

30having the sameconflictwhichyousaw
inme and now hear is in me.

2
1 If therefore there is any exhortation in

Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fel-
lowship of the Spirit, if any tender mercies
and compassion,

2make my joy full by being like-minded,
having the same love, being of one accord,
of onemind;

3 doing nothing through rivalry or
through conceit, but in humility, each
counting others better than himself;

† 1:1: “Christ” means “Anointed One”. ‡ 1:1: or, superintendents, or bishops § 1:1: Or, deacons † 1:5: The
word translated “partnership” (κοινωνίᾳ) alsomeans “fellowship” and “sharing”. ‡ 1:12: Theword for “brothers”here
andwhere context allowsmay also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” § 1:13: or, praetorian

† 1:26: or, rejoicing
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4 each of you not just looking to his own
things, but each of you also to the things of
others.

5Have this in your mind, which was also
in Christ Jesus,

6who, existing in the form of God, didn’t
consider equality with God a thing to be
grasped,

7butemptiedhimself, taking the formofa
servant, beingmade in the likeness of men.

8 And being found in human form, he
humbledhimself, becoming obedient to the
point of death, yes, the death of the cross.

9 Therefore God also highly exalted him,
and gave to him the name which is above
every name,

10 that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, of those in heaven, those on
earth, and those under the earth,

11 and that every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father.

12 So then, my beloved, even as you have
always obeyed, not only in my presence,
but now much more in my absence, work
out your own salvation with fear and trem-
bling.

13 For it is God who works in you both to
will and to work for his good pleasure.

14Do all things without complaining and
arguing,

15 that you may become blameless and
harmless, children of God without defect
in the middle of a crooked and perverse
generation, amongst whom you are seen as
lights in the world,

16 holding up the word of life, that I may
have something to boast in the day of Christ
that I didn’t run in vain nor labour in vain.

17 Yes, and if I am poured out on the
sacrifice and service of your faith, I am glad
and rejoice with you all.

18 In the same way, you also should be
glad and rejoice withme.

19But Ihope in theLord Jesus to sendTim-
othy to you soon, that I alsomay be cheered
upwhen I know how you are doing.

20For I havenoone else like-minded,who
will truly care about you.

21 For they all seek their own, not the
things of Jesus Christ.

22 But you know that he has proved him-
self. As a child serves a father, so he served
withme in furtherance of the Good News.

23Therefore I hope to sendhimat once, as
soon as I see how it will go withme.

24But I trust in the Lord that I myself also
will come shortly.

25But I thought it necessary to send to you
Epaphroditus, my brother, fellow worker,
fellow soldier, and your apostle and servant
of my need,

26 since he longed for you all, and was
very troubled because you had heard that
he was sick.

27For indeed he was sick nearly to death,
but God had mercy on him, and not on him
only, but on me also, that I might not have
sorrow on sorrow.

28 I have sent him therefore the more
diligently, that when you see him again,
you may rejoice, and that I may be the less
sorrowful.

29Receive him therefore in the Lord with
all joy, and hold such people in honour,

30because for the work of Christ he came
near to death, risking his life to supply that
which was lacking in your service towards
me.

3
1Finally,my brothers, rejoice in the Lord!

To write the same things to you, to me in-
deed is not tiresome, but for you it is safe.

2 Beware of the dogs; beware of the evil
workers; beware of the false circumcision.

3 For we are the circumcision, who wor-
ship God in the Spirit, and rejoice in Christ
Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh;

4 though I myself might have confidence
even in the flesh. If any other man thinks
that he has confidence in the flesh, I yet
more:

5 circumcised the eighth day, of the stock
of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, aHebrew
ofHebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee;

6 concerning zeal, persecuting the assem-
bly; concerning the righteousness which is
in the law, found blameless.

7 However, I consider those things that
were gain to me as a loss for Christ.

8Yesmost certainly, and I count all things
to be a loss for the excellency of the knowl-
edge of Christ Jesus, my Lord, for whom
I suffered the loss of all things, and count
them nothing but refuse, that I may gain
Christ

9 and be found in him, not having a
righteousness of my own, that which is of
the law, but that which is through faith in
Christ, the righteousnesswhich is fromGod
by faith,

10 that I may know him and the power
of his resurrection, and the fellowship of
his sufferings, becoming conformed to his
death,

11 if by any means I may attain to the
resurrection from the dead.

12Not that I have already obtained, or am
already made perfect; but I press on, that I
may take hold of that for which also I was
taken hold of by Christ Jesus.
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13 Brothers, I don’t regard myself as yet
having taken hold, but one thing I do: for-
getting the things which are behind and
stretching forward to the things which are
before,

14 I press on towards the goal for the prize
of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

15Letus therefore, asmanyasareperfect,
think this way. If in anything you think
otherwise, God will also reveal that to you.

16Nevertheless, to theextent thatwehave
already attained, let’s walk by the same
rule. Let’s be of the samemind.

17 Brothers, be imitators together of me,
and note those who walk this way, even as
you have us for an example.

18 For many walk, of whom I told you
often, andnowtell youevenweeping, as the
enemies of the cross of Christ,

19whose end is destruction, whose god is
the belly, andwhose glory is in their shame,
who think about earthly things.

20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from
where we also wait for a Saviour, the Lord
Jesus Christ,

21whowill change the body of our humil-
iation to be conformed to the body of his
glory, according to theworking bywhichhe
is able even to subject all things to himself.

4
1 Therefore, my brothers, beloved and

longed for, my joy and crown, stand firm in
the Lord in this way, my beloved.

2 I exhort Euodia, and I exhort Syntyche,
to think the sameway in the Lord.

3 Yes, I beg you also, true partner, help
these women, for they laboured with me in
the Good News with Clement also, and the
rest ofmy fellowworkers,whosenamesare
in the book of life.

4Rejoice in the Lord always! Again I will
say, “Rejoice!”

5Letyourgentlenessbeknowntoallmen.
The Lord is at hand.

6 Innothingbeanxious, but ineverything,
by prayer and petition with thanksgiving,
let your requests bemade known to God.

7 And the peace of God, which surpasses
all understanding, will guard your hearts
and your thoughts in Christ Jesus.

8 Finally, brothers, whatever things are
true, whatever things are honourable,
whatever things are just, whatever things
are pure, whatever things are lovely,
whatever things are of good report: if there
is any virtue and if there is anythingworthy
of praise, think about these things.

9 Do the things which you learnt, re-
ceived, heard, and saw in me, and the God
of peace will be with you.

10 But I rejoice in the Lord greatly that
now at length you have revived your
thought for me; in which you did indeed
take thought, but you lacked opportunity.

11 Not that I speak because of lack, for I
have learnt in whatever state I am, to be
content in it.

12 I know how to be humbled, and I also
knowhowtoabound. Inanyandall circum-
stances I have learnt the secret both to be
filled and to be hungry, both to abound and
to be in need.

13 I can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me.

14However you did well that you shared
inmy affliction.

15 You yourselves also know, you Philip-
pians, that in the beginning of the Good
News,when I departed fromMacedonia, no
assembly shared with me in the matter of
giving and receiving but you only.

16For even in Thessalonica you sent once
and again to my need.

17Not that I seek for the gift, but I seek for
the fruit that increases to your account.

18But I have all things and abound. I am
filled, having received from Epaphroditus
the things that came from you, a sweet-
smelling fragrance, an acceptable andwell-
pleasing sacrifice to God.

19MyGodwill supply every need of yours
according to his riches in glory in Christ
Jesus.

20Now to our God and Father be the glory
forever and ever! Amen.

21 Greet every saint in Christ Jesus. The
brothers who are withme greet you.

22All the saints greet you, especially those
who are of Caesar’s household.

23 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be
with you all. Amen.
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Paul’s Letter to the
Colossians

1Paul, an apostle of Christ† Jesus through
the will of God, and Timothy our brother,

2 to the saints and faithful brothers‡ in
Christ at Colossae: Grace to you and peace
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

3We give thanks to God the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you,

4 having heard of your faith in Christ Je-
sus and of the lovewhich you have towards
all the saints,

5 because of the hope which is laid up
for you in the heavens, of which you heard
before in the word of the truth of the Good
News

6whichhas come to you, even as it is in all
the world and is bearing fruit and growing,
as it does in you also, since the day you
heard and knew the grace of God in truth,

7 even as you learnt from Epaphras our
beloved fellow servant, who is a faithful
servant of Christ on your§ behalf,

8who also declared to us your love in the
Spirit.

9For this cause, we also, since the day we
heard this, don’t cease praying and making
requests for you, that youmaybefilledwith
the knowledge of his will in all spiritual
wisdom and understanding,

10 that youmaywalkworthily of theLord,
to please him in all respects, bearing fruit
in every good work and increasing in the
knowledge of God,

11 strengthenedwith all power, according
to the might of his glory, for all endurance
and perseverance with joy,

12 giving thanks to the Father, who made
us fit to be partakers of the inheritance of
the saints in light,

13 who delivered us out of the power of
darkness, and translated us into the King-
dom of the Son of his love,

14 inwhomwe have our redemption,† the
forgiveness of our sins.

15He is the image of the invisible God, the
firstborn of all creation.

16 For by him all things were created in
the heavens and on the earth, visible things
and invisible things, whether thrones or
dominions or principalities or powers. All
things have been created through him and
for him.

17 He is before all things, and in him all
things are held together.

18 He is the head of the body, the as-
sembly, who is the beginning, the firstborn
from the dead, that in all things he might
have the preeminence.

19For all the fullnesswas pleased to dwell
in him,

20and through him to reconcile all things
to himself by him, whether things on the
earthor things in theheavens, havingmade
peace through the blood of his cross.

21 You, being in past times alienated and
enemies in yourmind in your evil deeds,

22yetnowhehas reconciled in thebodyof
his flesh through death, to present you holy
and without defect and blameless before
him,

23 if it is so that you continue in the faith,
grounded and steadfast, and not moved
away from the hope of the Good News
which you heard, which was proclaimed in
all creation under heaven, of which I, Paul,
was made a servant.

24Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your
sake, and fill up on my part that which is
lacking of the afflictions of Christ in my
flesh forhis body’s sake,which is theassem-
bly,

25 of which I was made a servant accord-
ing to the stewardship of God which was
given me towards you to fulfil the word of
God,

26 themysterywhich has been hidden for
ages and generations. But now it has been
revealed to his saints,

27 to whom God was pleased to make
known what are the riches of the glory of
this mystery amongst the Gentiles, which is
Christ in you, the hope of glory.

28 We proclaim him, admonishing every
manand teaching everyman in allwisdom,
that we may present every man perfect in
Christ Jesus;

29 for which I also labour, striving ac-
cording to his working, which works in me
mightily.

2
1 For I desire to have you know how

greatly I struggle for you and for those at
Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen
my face in the flesh;

2 that their heartsmaybe comforted, they
being knit together in love, and gaining all
riches of the full assurance of understand-
ing, that theymayknow themystery ofGod,
both of the Father and of Christ,

3 inwhomall the treasuresofwisdomand
knowledge are hidden.

† 1:1: “Christ” means “Anointed One”. ‡ 1:2: The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be

correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” § 1:7: NU reads our † 1:14: TR adds “through his blood,”
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4 Now I say this that no one may delude
you with persuasiveness of speech.

5 For though I am absent in the flesh, yet
I am with you in the spirit, rejoicing and
seeing your order, and the steadfastness of
your faith in Christ.

6 As therefore you received Christ Jesus
the Lord, walk in him,

7 rooted and built up in him and estab-
lished in the faith, even as youwere taught,
abounding in it in thanksgiving.

8Be careful that you don’t let anyone rob
you throughhis philosophyandvaindeceit,
after the tradition ofmen, after the elemen-
tal spirits of the world, and not after Christ.

9 For in him all the fullness of the Deity
dwells bodily,

10and inhimyouaremade full,who is the
head of all principality and power.

11 In him you were also circumcised with
a circumcision not made with hands, in the
putting off of the body of the sins of the
flesh, in the circumcision of Christ,

12 having been buried with him in bap-
tism, in which you were also raised with
him through faith in the working of God,
who raised him from the dead.

13Youwere dead through your trespasses
and the uncircumcision of your flesh. He
made you alive together with him, having
forgiven us all our trespasses,

14 wiping out the handwriting in ordi-
nances which was against us. He has taken
it out of the way, nailing it to the cross.

15Having stripped the principalities and
thepowers, hemadea showof themopenly,
triumphing over them in it.

16Letnoone therefore judgeyou ineating
or drinking, orwith respect to a feast day or
a newmoon or a Sabbath day,

17 which are a shadow of the things to
come; but the body is Christ’s.

18Let no one rob you of your prize by self-
abasement and worshipping of the angels,
dwelling in the things which he has not
seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind,

19 and not holding firmly to the Head,
from whom all the body, being supplied
and knit together through the joints and
ligaments, grows with God’s growth.

20 If youdiedwithChrist fromtheelemen-
tal spirits of the world, why, as though liv-
ing in the world, do you subject yourselves
to ordinances,

21 “Don’t handle, nor taste, nor touch”
22 (all of which perish with use), accord-

ing to the precepts and doctrines of men?
23 These things indeed appear like wis-

dom in self-imposedworship, humility, and
severity to the body, but aren’t of any value
against the indulgence of the flesh.

3
1 If then you were raised together with

Christ, seek the things that are above,
where Christ is, seated on the right hand of
God.

2 Set your mind on the things that are
above, not on the things that are on the
earth.

3 For you died, and your life is hidden
with Christ in God.

4When Christ, our life, is revealed, then
you will also be revealed with him in glory.

5 Put to death therefore your members
which are on the earth: sexual immorality,
uncleanness, depraved passion, evil desire,
and covetousness, which is idolatry.

6 For these things’ sake the wrath of God
comes on the children of disobedience.

7Youalso oncewalked in those,whenyou
lived in them,

8 but now you must put them all away:
anger, wrath, malice, slander, and shame-
ful speaking out of yourmouth.

9Don’t lie to one another, seeing that you
have put off the oldmanwith his doings,

10 and have put on the new man, who
is being renewed in knowledge after the
image of his Creator,

11where there can’t beGreekand Jew, cir-
cumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian,
Scythian, bondservant, or free person; but
Christ is all, and in all.

12Put on therefore, as God’s chosen ones,
holy and beloved, a heart of compassion,
kindness, lowliness, humility, and perse-
verance;

13 bearing with one another, and forgiv-
ing each other, if any man has a complaint
against any; even as Christ forgave you, so
you also do.

14 Above all these things, walk in love,
which is the bond of perfection.

15 And let the peace of God rule in your
hearts, towhich also youwere called in one
body, and be thankful.

16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you
richly; in all wisdom teaching and admon-
ishing one another with psalms, hymns,
and spiritual songs, singing with grace in
your heart to the Lord.

17Whatever you do, in word or in deed,
do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through him.

18 Wives, be in subjection to your hus-
bands, as is fitting in the Lord.

19 Husbands, love your wives, and don’t
be bitter against them.

20 Children, obey your parents in all
things, for this pleases the Lord.

21 Fathers, don’t provoke your children,
so that they won’t be discouraged.
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22 Servants, obey in all things those who
are yourmasters according to the flesh, not
justwhen theyare looking, asmenpleasers,
but in singleness of heart, fearing God.

23Andwhatever you do, work heartily, as
for the Lord and not for men,

24 knowing that from the Lord you will
receive the reward of the inheritance; for
you serve the Lord Christ.

25 But he who does wrong will receive
again for the wrong that he has done, and
there is no partiality.

4
1 Masters, give to your servants that

which is just and equal, knowing that you
also have aMaster in heaven.

2 Continue steadfastly in prayer, watch-
ing in it with thanksgiving,

3 praying together for us also, that God
mayopen tous adoor for theword, to speak
themystery of Christ, forwhich I am also in
bonds,

4 that I may reveal it as I ought to speak.
5Walk in wisdom towards those who are

outside, redeeming the time.
6 Let your speech always be with grace,

seasonedwith salt, that youmay knowhow
you ought to answer each one.

7 All my affairs will be made known to
you by Tychicus, the beloved brother, faith-
ful servant, and fellow bondservant in the
Lord.

8 I am sending him to you for this very
purpose, that he may know your circum-
stances and comfort your hearts,

9 togetherwithOnesimus, the faithfuland
beloved brother, who is one of you. They
will make known to you everything that is
going on here.

10Aristarchus, my fellow prisoner, greets
you, andMark the cousin of Barnabas (con-
cerning whom you received instructions,
“if he comes to you, receive him”),

11 and Jesus who is called Justus. These
are my only fellow workers for God’s King-
domwho are of the circumcision, menwho
have been a comfort to me.

12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant
of Christ, salutes you, always striving for
you in his prayers, that you may stand per-
fect and complete in all the will of God.

13For I testify about him that he has great
zeal for you, and for those in Laodicea, and
for those in Hierapolis.

14Luke the beloved physician and Demas
greet you.

15Greet thebrotherswhoare inLaodicea,
with Nymphas and the assembly that is in
his house.

16When this letterhasbeenreadamongst
you, cause it to be read also in the assembly

of the Laodiceans, and that you also read
the letter from Laodicea.

17 Tell Archippus, “Take heed to the min-
istry which you have received in the Lord,
that you fulfil it.”

18 I, Paul, write this greetingwithmy own
hand. Remembermy chains. Grace be with
you. Amen.
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Paul’s First Letter to the
Thessalonians

1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, to the as-
sembly of the Thessalonians in God the Fa-
ther and the Lord Jesus Christ:† Grace to
you and peace fromGod our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ.

2We always give thanks to God for all of
you, mentioning you in our prayers,

3 remembering without ceasing your
work of faith and labour of love and
perseverance of hope in our Lord Jesus
Christ, before our God and Father.

4We know, brothers‡ loved by God, that
you are chosen,

5 and that our Good News came to you
not in word only, but also in power, and in
the Holy Spirit and with much assurance.
You know what kind of men we showed
ourselves to be amongst you for your sake.

6 You became imitators of us and of the
Lord, having received the word in much
affliction, with joy of the Holy Spirit,

7 so that you became an example to all
who believe inMacedonia and in Achaia.

8 For from you the word of the Lord has
been declared, not only in Macedonia and
Achaia, but also in every place your faith
towards God has gone out, so that we need
not to say anything.

9 For they themselves report concerning
us what kind of a reception we had from
you, and how you turned to God from idols
to serve a living and true God,

10 and to wait for his Son from heaven,
whom he raised from the dead: Jesus, who
delivers us from the wrath to come.

2
1 For you yourselves know, brothers, our

visit to you wasn’t in vain,
2 but having suffered before and been

shamefully treated, as you know, at
Philippi, we grew bold in our God to tell
you the GoodNews of God inmuch conflict.

3 For our exhortation is not of error, nor
of uncleanness, nor in deception.

4 But even as we have been approved by
God to be entrusted with the Good News,
so we speak—not as pleasing men, but God,
who tests our hearts.

5 For neither were we at any time found
using words of flattery, as you know, nor a
cloak of covetousness (God is witness),

6 nor seeking glory from men (neither
from you nor from others), when we

might have claimed authority as apostles
of Christ.

7 But we were gentle amongst you, like
a nursing mother cherishes her own chil-
dren.

8 Even so, affectionately longing for you,
we were well pleased to impart to you not
the Good News of God only, but also our
own souls, because you had become very
dear to us.

9For you remember, brothers, our labour
and travail; for working night and day,
that we might not burden any of you, we
preached to you the Good News of God.

10 You are witnesses with God how holy,
righteously, and blamelessly we behaved
ourselves towards you who believe.

11As you know, we exhorted, comforted,
and implored every one of you, as a father
does his own children,

12 to the end that you should walk
worthily of God, who calls you into his own
Kingdom and glory.

13 For this cause we also thank God with-
out ceasing that when you received from
us the word of the message of God, you
accepted it not as the word of men, but as
it is in truth, God’s word, which also works
in you who believe.

14 For you, brothers, became imitators of
the assemblies of Godwhich are in Judea in
Christ Jesus; for you also suffered the same
things from your own countrymen, even as
they did from the Jews

15whokilledboth theLord Jesusand their
own prophets, and drove us out, and don’t
please God, and are contrary to all men,

16 forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles
that they may be saved, to fill up their sins
always. But wrath has come on them to the
uttermost.

17 But we, brothers, being bereaved of
you for a short season in presence, not in
heart, tried even harder to see your face
with great desire,

18 because we wanted to come to you—
indeed, I, Paul, once and again—but Satan
hindered us.

19Forwhat is our hope, or joy, or crownof
rejoicing? Isn’t it even you, before our Lord
Jesus† at his coming?

20For you are our glory and our joy.

3
1Thereforewhenwe couldn’t stand it any

longer, we thought it good to be left behind
at Athens alone,

† 1:1: “Christ” means “Anointed One”. ‡ 1:4: The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be
correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” † 2:19: TR adds “Christ”
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2and sent Timothy, our brother andGod’s
servant in the Good News of Christ, to es-
tablish you and to comfort you concerning
your faith,

3 that no one would be moved by these
afflictions. For you know that we are ap-
pointed to this task.

4 For most certainly, when we were with
you, we told you beforehand that we are to
suffer affliction, even as it happened, and
you know.

5 For this cause I also, when I couldn’t
stand it any longer, sent that I might know
your faith, for fear that by any means the
tempter had tempted you, and our labour
would have been in vain.

6 But Timothy has just now come to us
from you, and brought us glad news of
your faith and love, and that you have good
memories of us always, longing to see us,
even as we also long to see you.

7 For this cause, brothers, we were com-
forted over you in all our distress and afflic-
tion through your faith.

8 For now we live, if you stand fast in the
Lord.

9Forwhat thanksgivingcanwegiveagain
to God for you, for all the joywithwhichwe
rejoice for your sakes before our God,

10night and day praying exceedingly that
we may see your face and may perfect that
which is lacking in your faith?

11Now may our God and Father himself,
and our Lord Jesus Christ, direct ourway to
you.

12 May the Lord make you to increase
and abound in love towards one another
and towards all men, even as we also do
towards you,

13 to the end hemay establish your hearts
blameless in holiness before our God and
Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with
all his saints.

4
1 Finally then, brothers, we beg and ex-

hort you in the Lord Jesus, that as you re-
ceived from us how you ought to walk and
to please God, that you abound more and
more.

2For youknowwhat instructionswegave
you through the Lord Jesus.

3 For this is the will of God: your sancti-
fication, that you abstain from sexual im-
morality,

4 that each one of you know how to con-
trol his own body† in sanctification and
honour,

5 not in the passion of lust, even as the
Gentiles who don’t know God,

6 that no one should take advantage of
andwrongabrother or sister in thismatter;
because the Lord is an avenger in all these
things, as also we forewarned you and tes-
tified.

7 For God called us not for uncleanness,
but in sanctification.

8 Therefore he who rejects this doesn’t
reject man, but God, who has also given his
Holy Spirit to you.

9But concerning brotherly love, youhave
no need that one write to you. For you
yourselves are taught by God to love one
another,

10 for indeed you do it towards all the
brothers who are in all Macedonia. But we
exhortyou, brothers, thatyouaboundmore
andmore;

11 and that you make it your ambition
to lead a quiet life, and to do your own
business, and toworkwithyourownhands,
even as we instructed you,

12 that you may walk properly towards
those who are outside, and may have need
of nothing.

13 But we don’t want you to be ignorant,
brothers, concerning thosewhohave fallen
asleep, so that you don’t grieve like the rest,
who have no hope.

14 For if we believe that Jesus died and
rose again, even so Godwill bring with him
those who have fallen asleep in Jesus.

15 For this we tell you by the word of the
Lord, that we who are alive, who are left
until the coming of the Lord, will in no way
precede those who have fallen asleep.

16For the Lord himself will descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
archangel and with God’s trumpet. The
dead in Christ will rise first,

17 then we who are alive, who are left,
will be caught up together with them in the
clouds tomeet the Lord in the air. Sowewill
be with the Lord forever.

18 Therefore comfort one another with
these words.

5
1 But concerning the times and the sea-

sons, brothers, you have no need that any-
thing be written to you.

2 For you yourselves know well that the
day of the Lord comes like a thief in the
night.

3 For when they are saying, “Peace and
safety,” then sudden destruction will come
on them, like birth pains on a pregnant
woman. Then they will in no way escape.

4 But you, brothers, aren’t in darkness,
that theday shouldovertakeyou likea thief.

† 4:4: literally, possess his own vessel
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5You are all children of light and children
of the day. We don’t belong to the night, nor
to darkness,

6 so then let’s not sleep, as the rest do, but
let’s watch and be sober.

7 For those who sleep, sleep in the night;
and those who are drunk are drunk in the
night.

8 But since we belong to the day, let’s be
sober, putting on the breastplate of faith
and love, and for a helmet, the hope of
salvation.

9 For God didn’t appoint us to wrath, but
to the obtaining of salvation through our
Lord Jesus Christ,

10whodied for us, that, whetherwewake
or sleep, we should live together with him.

11 Therefore exhort one another, and
build each other up, even as you also do.

12Butwebegyou, brothers, toknowthose
who labour amongst you, and are over you
in the Lord and admonish you,

13and to respect and honour them in love
for their work’s sake.
Be at peace amongst yourselves.
14Weexhort you, brothers: Admonish the

disorderly; encourage the faint-hearted;
support the weak; be patient towards all.

15 See that no one returns evil for evil to
anyone, but always follow after that which
is good for one another and for all.

16Always rejoice.
17Pray without ceasing.
18 In everything give thanks, for this is the

will of God in Christ Jesus towards you.
19Don’t quench the Spirit.
20Don’t despise prophecies.
21 Test all things, and hold firmly that

which is good.
22Abstain from every form of evil.
23May the God of peace himself sanctify

you completely. May your whole spirit,
soul, and body be preserved blameless at
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

24 He who calls you is faithful, who will
also do it.

25Brothers, pray for us.
26Greet all the brothers with a holy kiss.
27 I solemnly command you by the Lord

that this letter be read to all the holy broth-
ers.

28 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with you. Amen.
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Paul’s Second Letter to
the Thessalonians

1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, to the as-
sembly of the Thessalonians in God our Fa-
ther and the Lord Jesus Christ:

2 Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

3We are bound to always give thanks to
God for you, brothers,† even as it is appro-
priate, because your faith grows exceed-
ingly, and the love of each and every one of
you towards one another abounds,

4 so that we ourselves boast about you in
the assemblies of God for your persever-
ance and faith in all your persecutions and
in the afflictions which you endure.

5 This is an obvious sign of the righteous
judgement of God, to the end that you may
be counted worthy of God’s Kingdom, for
which you also suffer.

6 For it is a righteous thing with God to
repay affliction to those who afflict you,

7and to give relief to youwhoareafflicted
with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed
fromheavenwithhismightyangels inflam-
ing fire,

8 punishing those who don’t know God,
and to thosewho don’t obey the GoodNews
of our Lord Jesus,

9 who will pay the penalty: eternal de-
struction fromthe faceof theLordand from
the glory of his might,

10when he comes in that day to be glori-
fied inhis saints and tobeadmiredamongst
all those who have believed, because our
testimony to you was believed.

11To this endwe also pray always for you
that our Godmay count youworthy of your
calling, and fulfil every desire of goodness
and work of faith with power,

12 that thenameof ourLord Jesus‡maybe
glorified in you, and you in him, according
to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

2
1 Now, brothers, concerning the coming

of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering
together to him, we ask you

2 not to be quickly shaken in your mind
or troubled, either by spirit or by word or
by letter as if from us, saying that the day of
Christ has already come.

3Let no one deceive you in anyway. For it
will not be unless the rebellion† comes first,

and the man of sin is revealed, the son of
destruction.

4 He opposes and exalts himself against
all that is called God or that is worshipped,
so that he sits as God in the temple of God,
setting himself up as God.

5 Don’t you remember that when I was
still with you, I told you these things?

6Now you know what is restraining him,
to the end that he may be revealed in his
own season.

7 For the mystery of lawlessness already
works. Only there is onewhorestrainsnow,
until he is taken out of the way.

8 Then the lawless one will be revealed,
whom the Lord will kill with the breath of
hismouth anddestroy by themanifestation
of his coming;

9 even he whose coming is according to
the working of Satan with all power and
signs and lying wonders,

10 and with all deception of wickedness
for those who are being lost, because they
didn’t receive the love of the truth, that they
might be saved.

11Because of this, God sends them a pow-
erful delusion, that they should believe a
lie,

12 that theyallmight be judgedwhodidn’t
believe the truth, but had pleasure in un-
righteousness.

13Butweare bound to always give thanks
to God for you, brothers loved by the Lord,
because God chose you from the beginning
for salvation through sanctification of the
Spirit and belief in the truth,

14 to which he called you through our
GoodNews, for the obtaining of the glory of
our Lord Jesus Christ.

15 So then, brothers, stand firm and hold
the traditions which youwere taught by us,
whether by word or by letter.

16Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and
God our Father, who loved us and gave
us eternal comfort and good hope through
grace,

17 comfort your hearts and establish you
in every good work andword.

3
1 Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the

wordof theLordmay spread rapidly andbe
glorified, even as also with you,

2 and that we may be delivered from un-
reasonable and evil men; for not all have
faith.

3 But the Lord is faithful, who will estab-
lish you and guard you from the evil one.

† 1:3: Theword for “brothers” here andwhere context allowsmay also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or
“siblings.” ‡ 1:12: TR adds “Christ” † 2:3: or, falling away, or, defection
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4 We have confidence in the Lord con-
cerning you, that you both do and will do
the things we command.

5 May the Lord direct your hearts into
God’s love and into the perseverance of
Christ.

6Nowwe command you, brothers, in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you
withdraw yourselves from every brother
who walks in rebellion and not after the
tradition which they received from us.

7 For you know how you ought to imitate
us. For we didn’t behave ourselves rebel-
liously amongst you,

8neither did we eat bread from anyone’s
hand without paying for it, but in labour
and travail worked night and day, that we
might not burden any of you.

9 This was not because we don’t have the
right, but to make ourselves an example to
you, that you should imitate us.

10 For even when we were with you, we
commanded you this: “If anyone is notwill-
ing to work, don’t let him eat.”

11Forwehear of somewhowalk amongst
you in rebellion, who don’t work at all, but
are busybodies.

12Now those who are that way, we com-
mand and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ,
that they work with quietness and eat their
own bread.

13 But you, brothers, don’t be weary in
doing what is right.

14 If any man doesn’t obey our word in
this letter, note that man and have no com-
pany with him, to the end that he may be
ashamed.

15 Don’t count him as an enemy, but ad-
monish him as a brother.

16Nowmay theLordofpeacehimself give
you peace at all times in all ways. The Lord
be with you all.

17 I, Paul, write this greetingwithmy own
hand, which is the sign in every letter. This
is how I write.

18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with you all. Amen.
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Paul’s First Letter to
Timothy

1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ ac-
cording to the commandment of God our
Saviourand theLord JesusChrist†ourhope,

2 to Timothy,my true child in faith: Grace,
mercy, and peace from God our Father and
Christ Jesus our Lord.

3 As I urged you when I was going into
Macedonia, stay at Ephesus that you might
command certainmen not to teach a differ-
ent doctrine,

4 and not to pay attention to myths and
endless genealogies, which cause disputes
rather than God’s stewardship, which is in
faith.

5 But the goal of this command is love
from a pure heart, a good conscience, and
sincere faith,

6 fromwhich things some, having missed
themark, have turned away to vain talking,

7 desiring to be teachers of the law,
though they understand neither what they
say nor about what they strongly affirm.

8 But we know that the law is good if a
person uses it lawfully,

9as knowing this, that law is notmade for
a righteous person, but for the lawless and
insubordinate, for the ungodly and sinners,
for the unholy and profane, for murderers
of fathers and murderers of mothers, for
manslayers,

10 for the sexually immoral, for homosex-
uals, for slave-traders, for liars, for perjur-
ers, and for any other thing contrary to the
sound doctrine,

11according to theGoodNewsof the glory
of the blessedGod,whichwas committed to
my trust.

12 I thank him who enabled me, Christ
Jesus our Lord, because he counted me
faithful, appointingme to service,

13 although I used to be a blasphemer, a
persecutor, and insolent. However, I ob-
tained mercy because I did it ignorantly in
unbelief.

14 The grace of our Lord abounded ex-
ceedingly with faith and love which is in
Christ Jesus.

15 The saying is faithful and worthy of all
acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.

16 However, for this cause I obtained
mercy, that in me first, Jesus Christ might
display all his patience for an example of

those who were going to believe in him for
eternal life.

17Now to the King eternal, immortal, in-
visible, to Godwho alone iswise, be honour
and glory forever and ever. Amen.

18 I commit this instruction to you, my
child Timothy, according to the prophecies
which were given to you before, that by
them youmaywage the good warfare,

19 holding faith and a good conscience,
which some having thrust away made a
shipwreck concerning the faith,

20 of whom are Hymenaeus and Alexan-
der, whom I delivered to Satan that they
might be taught not to blaspheme.

2
1 I exhort therefore, first of all, that peti-

tions, prayers, intercessions, and givings of
thanks bemade for all men,

2 for kings and all who are in high places,
thatwemay lead a tranquil and quiet life in
all godliness and reverence.

3 For this is good and acceptable in the
sight of God our Saviour,

4who desires all people to be saved and
come to full knowledge of the truth.

5 For there is one God and one mediator
between God and men, the man Christ Je-
sus,

6whogavehimself as a ransomfor all, the
testimony at the proper time,

7 towhich Iwasappointedapreacherand
an apostle—I am telling the truth in Christ,
not lying—a teacher of the Gentiles in faith
and truth.

8 I desire therefore that the men in every
place pray, lifting up holy hands without
anger and doubting.

9 In the sameway, thatwomen also adorn
themselves in decent clothing, with mod-
esty and propriety, not† with braided hair,
gold, pearls, or expensive clothing,

10 but with good works, which is appro-
priate for women professing godliness.

11 Let a woman learn in quietness with
full submission.

12 But I don’t permit a woman to teach,
nor to exercise authority over aman, but to
be in quietness.

13For Adamwas formed first, then Eve.
14Adamwasn’t deceived, but thewoman,

being deceived, has fallen into disobedi-
ence;

15but shewill be saved throughher child-
bearing, if they continue in faith, love, and
holiness with sobriety.

† 1:1: NU reads Christ Jesus and omits the Lord. † 2:9: The word for “not” is the negative particle “μη” which denies
an expected idea, as opposed to the usual word for “not” (ου) which denies a fact. Thus “μη” in this context is denying an
expected idea (that women can be properly dressed without good works).



1 Timothy 3:1 1225 1 Timothy 5:4

3
1 This is a faithful saying: someone who

seeks to be an overseer† desires a good
work.

2The overseer thereforemust be without
reproach, the husband of onewife, temper-
ate, sensible, modest, hospitable, good at
teaching;

3 not a drinker, not violent, not greedy
formoney, but gentle, not quarrelsome, not
covetous;

4 one who rules his own house well, hav-
ing children in subjection with all rever-
ence;

5 (for how could someone who doesn’t
know how to rule his own house take care
of God’s assembly?)

6 not a new convert, lest being puffed up
he fall into the same condemnation as the
devil.

7Moreover he must have good testimony
from thosewho are outside, to avoid falling
into reproach and the snare of the devil.

8 Servants,‡ in the same way, must be
reverent, not double-tongued, not addicted
to muchwine, not greedy for money,

9holding themysteryof the faith inapure
conscience.

10 Let them also first be tested; then let
them serve§ if they are blameless.

11 Their wives in the same way must be
reverent, not slanderers, temperate, and
faithful in all things.

12 Let servants† be husbands of one wife,
ruling their children and their own houses
well.

13 For those who have served well‡ gain
for themselves a good standing and great
boldness in the faithwhich is inChrist Jesus.

14 These things I write to you, hoping to
come to you shortly,

15 but if I wait long, that you may know
how men ought to behave themselves in
God’s house, which is the assembly of the
living God, the pillar and ground of the
truth.

16 Without controversy, the mystery of
godliness is great:
God§ was revealed in the flesh,
justified in the spirit,
seen by angels,
preached amongst the nations,
believed on in the world,
and received up in glory.

4
1But the Spirit says expressly that in later

times some will fall away from the faith,

paying attention to seducing spirits and
doctrines of demons,

2 through the hypocrisy of men who
speak lies, branded in their own conscience
as with a hot iron,

3 forbidding marriage and commanding
to abstain from foods which God created to
be receivedwith thanksgivingby thosewho
believe and know the truth.

4 For every creature of God is good, and
nothing is to be rejected if it is receivedwith
thanksgiving.

5 For it is sanctified through the word of
God and prayer.

6 If you instruct the brothers of these
things, you will be a good servant of Christ
Jesus, nourished in the words of the faith
and of the good doctrine which you have
followed.

7But refuseprofaneandoldwives’ fables.
Exercise yourself towards godliness.

8 For bodily exercise has some value, but
godliness has value in all things, having the
promise of the life which is now and of that
which is to come.

9 This saying is faithful and worthy of all
acceptance.

10 For to this end we both labour and
suffer reproach, because we have set our
trust in the living God, who is the Saviour
of all men, especially of those who believe.

11Command and teach these things.
12 Let no man despise your youth; but be

an example to those who believe, in word,
in yourway of life, in love, in spirit, in faith,
and in purity.

13 Until I come, pay attention to reading,
to exhortation, and to teaching.

14 Don’t neglect the gift that is in you,
which was given to you by prophecy with
the laying on of the hands of the elders.

15 Be diligent in these things. Give your-
self wholly to them, that your progressmay
be revealed to all.

16 Pay attention to yourself and to your
teaching. Continue in these things, for in
doing this you will save both yourself and
those who hear you.

5
1 Don’t rebuke an older man, but exhort

him as a father; the younger men as broth-
ers;

2 the elder women as mothers; the
younger as sisters, in all purity.

3 Honour widows who are widows in-
deed.

4But if any widow has children or grand-
children, let them learn first to show piety

† 3:1: or, superintendent, or bishop ‡ 3:8: or, Deacons. § 3:10: or, serve as deacons † 3:12: or, deacons
‡ 3:13: or, served well as deacons § 3:16: NU replaces “God” with “who” † 5:4: TR adds “good and”
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towards their own family and to repay their
parents, for this is†acceptable in the sight of
God.

5 Now she who is a widow indeed and
desolate, has her hope set on God and con-
tinues in petitions and prayers night and
day.

6But she who gives herself to pleasure is
dead while she lives.

7 Also command these things, that they
may be without reproach.

8 But if anyone doesn’t provide for his
own, and especially his own household, he
has denied the faith and is worse than an
unbeliever.

9Let no onebe enrolled as awidowunder
sixty years old, having been the wife of one
man,

10 being approved by good works, if she
has brought up children, if she has been
hospitable to strangers, if she has washed
the saints’ feet, if she has relieved the af-
flicted, and if she has diligently followed
every good work.

11 But refuse younger widows, for when
they have grown wanton against Christ,
they desire to marry,

12 having condemnation, because they
have rejected their first pledge.

13 Besides, they also learn to be idle, go-
ing about from house to house. Not only
idle, but also gossips and busybodies, say-
ing things which they ought not.

14 I desire therefore that the youngerwid-
ows marry, bear children, rule the house-
hold, and give no occasion to the adversary
for insulting.

15 For already some have turned away
after Satan.

16 If anyman orwomanwho believes has
widows, let them relieve them, and don’t
let the assembly be burdened, that it might
relieve those who are widows indeed.

17Let the elderswho rulewell be counted
worthy of double honour, especially those
who labour in the word and in teaching.

18 For the Scripture says, “You shall not
muzzle the ox when it treads out the
grain.”* And, “The labourer is worthy of
his wages.”*

19Don’t receive an accusation against an
elder except at the word of two or three
witnesses.

20 Those who sin, reprove in the sight of
all, that the rest also may be in fear.

21 I command you in the sight of God, and
the Lord Jesus Christ, and the chosen an-
gels, that you observe these things without
prejudice, doing nothing by partiality.

22 Lay hands hastily on no one. Don’t be
a participant in other people’s sins. Keep
yourself pure.

23 Be no longer a drinker of water only,
but use a littlewine for your stomach’s sake
and your frequent infirmities.

24Somemen’s sins are evident, preceding
them to judgement, and some also follow
later.

25 In the same way also there are good
works that are obvious, and those that are
otherwise can’t be hidden.

6
1 Let as many as are bondservants under

the yoke count their own masters worthy
of all honour, that the name of God and the
doctrine not be blasphemed.

2 Those who have believing masters, let
them not despise them because they are
brothers, but rather let them serve them,
because those who partake of the benefit
are believing and beloved. Teach and ex-
hort these things.

3 If anyone teaches a different doctrine
and doesn’t consent to sound words, the
words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the
doctrine which is according to godliness,

4 he is conceited, knowing nothing, but
obsessed with arguments, disputes, and
word battles, fromwhich come envy, strife,
insulting, evil suspicions,

5 constant friction of people of corrupt
minds and destitute of the truth, who sup-
pose that godliness is ameansof gain. With-
draw yourself from such.†

6But godliness with contentment is great
gain.

7 For we brought nothing into the world,
and we certainly can’t carry anything out.

8But having food and clothing, wewill be
content with that.

9But thosewho are determined to be rich
fall into a temptation, a snare, and many
foolish and harmful lusts, such as drown
men in ruin and destruction.

10 For the love of money is a root of all
kinds of evil. Some have been led astray
from the faith in their greed, and have
pierced themselves throughwithmany sor-
rows.

11 But you, man of God, flee these things,
and follow after righteousness, godliness,
faith, love, perseverance, and gentleness.

12 Fight the good fight of faith. Take hold
of the eternal life to which you were called,
and you confessed the good confession in
the sight of manywitnesses.

13 I command you before God who gives
life to all things, and before Christ Jesus

* 5:18: Deuteronomy 25:4 * 5:18: Luke 10:7; Leviticus 19:13 † 6:5: NU omits “Withdraw yourself from such.”
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who before Pontius Pilate testified the good
confession,

14 that you keep the commandment with-
out spot, blameless until the appearing of
our Lord Jesus Christ,

15 which at the right time he will show,
who is the blessed and only Ruler, the King
of kings and Lord of lords.

16 He alone has immortality, dwelling in
unapproachable light, whom no man has
seen nor can see, to whom be honour and
eternal power. Amen.

17 Charge those who are rich in this
present age that they not be arrogant, nor
have their hope set on the uncertainty of
riches, but on the living God, who richly
provides us with everything to enjoy;

18 that they do good, that they be rich in
goodworks, that theybeready todistribute,
willing to share;

19 layingup in store for themselves a good
foundation against the time to come, that
theymay lay hold of eternal life.

20 Timothy, guard that which is commit-
ted to you, turning away from the empty
chatter and oppositions of what is falsely
called knowledge,

21 which some profess, and thus have
wandered from the faith.
Grace be with you. Amen.
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Paul’s Second Letter to
Timothy

1Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ† through
the will of God, according to the promise of
the life which is in Christ Jesus,

2 to Timothy, my beloved child: Grace,
mercy, and peace, from God the Father and
Christ Jesus our Lord.

3 I thank God, whom I serve as my fore-
fathers did, with a pure conscience. How
unceasing is my memory of you in my pe-
titions, night and day

4 longing to see you, remembering your
tears, that I may be filled with joy;

5 having been reminded of the sincere
faith that is in you, which lived first in your
grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice
and, I am persuaded, in you also.

6 For this cause, I remind you that you
should stir up the gift of Godwhich is in you
through the laying on of my hands.

7For God didn’t give us a spirit of fear, but
of power, love, and self-control.

8Therefore don’t be ashamed of the testi-
mony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner;
but endure hardship for the Good News
according to the power of God,

9who saved us and called us with a holy
calling, not according to our works, but
according to his own purpose and grace,
whichwas given to us in Christ Jesus before
times eternal,

10 but has now been revealed by the ap-
pearing of our Saviour, Christ Jesus, who
abolished death, and brought life and im-
mortality to light through the Good News.

11 For this I was appointed as a preacher,
an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles.

12For this cause I also suffer these things.
Yet I am not ashamed, for I know him

whom I have believed, and I am persuaded
that he is able to guard that which I have
committed to him against that day.

13Hold the pattern of soundwordswhich
you have heard from me, in faith and love
which is in Christ Jesus.

14 That good thing which was committed
to you, guard through the Holy Spirit who
dwells in us.

15 This you know, that all who are in
Asia turned away from me, of whom are
Phygelus and Hermogenes.

16May the Lord grant mercy to the house
of Onesiphorus, for he often refreshed me,
and was not ashamed of my chain,

17butwhenhewas inRome, he soughtme
diligently and foundme

18 (the Lord grant to him to find the Lord’s
mercy in that day); and in howmany things
he served at Ephesus, you know very well.

2
1 You therefore, my child, be strength-

ened in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.
2 The things which you have heard from

me amongst many witnesses, commit the
same things to faithfulmenwhowill beable
to teach others also.

3 You therefore must endure hardship as
a good soldier of Christ Jesus.

4No soldier on duty entangles himself in
the affairs of life, that he may please him
who enrolled him as a soldier.

5Also, if anyone competes in athletics, he
isn’t crowned unless he has competed by
the rules.

6 The farmer who labours must be the
first to get a share of the crops.

7 Consider what I say, and may the Lord
give you understanding in all things.

8 Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the
dead, of the offspring† of David, according
to my Good News,

9 in which I suffer hardship to the point
of chains as a criminal. But God’sword isn’t
chained.

10 Therefore I endure all things for the
chosenones’ sake, that theyalsomayobtain
the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with
eternal glory.

11This saying is trustworthy:
“For if we died with him,

we will also live with him.
12 If we endure,

we will also reign with him.
If we deny him,

he also will deny us.
13 If we are faithless,

he remains faithful;
for he can’t deny himself.”

14Remind them of these things, charging
them in the sight of the Lord that they don’t
argue about words to no profit, to the sub-
verting of those who hear.

15 Give diligence to present yourself ap-
proved by God, a workman who doesn’t
need to be ashamed, properly handling the
Word of Truth.

16 But shun empty chatter, for it will go
further in ungodliness,

17and thosewordswill consume like gan-
grene, ofwhomisHymenaeusandPhiletus:

18 men who have erred concerning the
truth, saying that the resurrection is al-
ready past, and overthrowing the faith of
some.

† 1:1: “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 2:8: or, seed * 2:19: Numbers 16:5
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19However,God’sfirmfoundationstands,
having this seal: “The Lord knows those
who are his,”* and, “Let every one who
names the name of the Lord‡ depart from
unrighteousness.”

20Now in a large house there are not only
vessels of gold and of silver, but also of
wood and of clay. Some are for honour and
some for dishonour.

21 If anyone therefore purges himself
from these, he will be a vessel for honour,
sanctified, and suitable for themaster’s use,
prepared for every good work.

22 Flee from youthful lusts; but pursue
righteousness, faith, love, and peace with
those who call on the Lord out of a pure
heart.

23 But refuse foolish and ignorant ques-
tionings, knowing that they generate strife.

24 The Lord’s servant must not quarrel,
but be gentle towards all, able to teach,
patient,

25 in gentleness correcting those who op-
pose him. Perhaps God may give them
repentance leading to a full knowledge of
the truth,

26and theymayrecover themselvesoutof
the devil’s snare, having been taken captive
by him to do his will.

3
1 But know this: that in the last days,

grievous times will come.
2 For men will be lovers of self, lovers

of money, boastful, arrogant, blasphemers,
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,

3 without natural affection, unforgiving,
slanderers, without self-control, fierce, not
lovers of good,

4 traitors, headstrong, conceited, lovers of
pleasure rather than lovers of God,

5 holding a form of godliness but having
denied its power. Turn away from these,
also.

6 For some of these are people who
creep into houses and take captive gullible
women loaded downwith sins, led away by
various lusts,

7always learning and never able to come
to the knowledge of the truth.

8 Even as Jannes and Jambres opposed
Moses, so these also oppose the truth, men
corrupted in mind, who concerning the
faith are rejected.

9 But they will proceed no further. For
their folly will be evident to all men, as
theirs also came to be.

10 But you followed my teaching, con-
duct, purpose, faith, patience, love, stead-
fastness,

11 persecutions, and sufferings—those
things that happened to me at Antioch,
Iconium, and Lystra. I endured those
persecutions. The Lord delivered me out
of them all.

12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in
Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.

13 But evil men and impostors will grow
worse and worse, deceiving and being de-
ceived.

14 But you remain in the things which
you have learnt and have been assured of,
knowing fromwhomyouhave learnt them.

15 From infancy, you have known the
holy Scriptures which are able tomake you
wise for salvation through faith which is in
Christ Jesus.

16 Every Scripture is God-breathed and†
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for cor-
rection, and for instruction in righteous-
ness,

17 that each person who belongs to God
may be complete, thoroughly equipped for
every good work.

4
1 I command you therefore before God

and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge
the living and the dead at his appearing and
his Kingdom:

2 preach the word; be urgent in season
and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and
exhort with all patience and teaching.

3 For the time will come when they will
not listen to the sound doctrine, but having
itching ears, will heap up for themselves
teachers after their own lusts,

4 and will turn away their ears from the
truth, and turn away to fables.

5 But you be sober in all things, suffer
hardship, do the work of an evangelist, and
fulfil yourministry.

6 For I am already being offered, and the
time of my departure has come.

7 I have fought the good fight. I have
finished the course. I have kept the faith.

8 From now on, the crown of righteous-
ness is storedup forme,which theLord, the
righteous judge, will give tome on that day;
and not tome only, but also to all thosewho
have loved his appearing.

9Be diligent to come tome soon,
10 for Demas left me, having loved this

present world, and went to Thessalonica;
Crescens to Galatia; and Titus to Dalmatia.

11 Only Luke is with me. Take Mark and
bring him with you, for he is useful to me
for service.

12But I sent Tychicus to Ephesus.

‡ 2:19: TR reads “Christ” instead of “the Lord” † 3:16: or, Every writing inspired by God is
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13Bring the cloak that I left at Troas with
Carpus when you come—and the books, es-
pecially the parchments.

14 Alexander the coppersmith did much
evil to me. The Lord will repay him accord-
ing to his deeds.

15 Beware of him, for he greatly opposed
our words.

16 At my first defence, no one came to
help me, but all left me. May it not be held
against them.

17But the Lord stood byme and strength-
ened me, that through me the message
might be fully proclaimed, and that all the
Gentiles might hear. So I was delivered out
of themouth of the lion.

18 And the Lord will deliver me from ev-
ery evil work and will preserve me for his
heavenly Kingdom. To him be the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

19Greet Prisca and Aquila, and the house
of Onesiphorus.

20 Erastus remained at Corinth, but I left
Trophimus at Miletus sick.

21 Be diligent to come before winter. Eu-
bulus salutes you, as do Pudens, Linus,
Claudia, and all the brothers.

22 The Lord Jesus Christ be with your
spirit. Grace be with you. Amen.
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Paul’s Letter to Titus
1 Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of

Jesus Christ,† according to the faith of God’s
chosen ones and the knowledge of the truth
which is according to godliness,

2 in hope of eternal life, which God, who
can’t lie, promised before time began;

3 but in his own time revealed his word
in the message with which I was entrusted
according to the commandment of God our
Saviour,

4 to Titus, my true child according to a
common faith: Grace, mercy, and peace
from God the Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ our Saviour.

5 I left you in Crete for this reason, that
you would set in order the things that were
lacking and appoint elders in every city, as
I directed you—

6 if anyone is blameless, the husband
of one wife, having children who believe,
who are not accused of loose or unruly
behaviour.

7 For the overseer must be blameless, as
God’s steward, not self-pleasing, not easily
angered, not given to wine, not violent, not
greedy for dishonest gain;

8 but given to hospitality, a lover of good,
sober minded, fair, holy, self-controlled,

9 holding to the faithful word which is
according to the teaching, that he may be
able to exhort in the sound doctrine, and to
convict those who contradict him.

10 For there are also many unruly men,
vain talkers and deceivers, especially those
of the circumcision,

11 whose mouths must be stopped: men
who overthrow whole houses, teaching
things which they ought not, for dishonest
gain’s sake.

12 One of them, a prophet of their own,
said, “Cretans are always liars, evil beasts,
and idle gluttons.”

13 This testimony is true. For this cause,
reprove them sharply, that they may be
sound in the faith,

14 not paying attention to Jewish fables
and commandments ofmenwho turnaway
from the truth.

15 To the pure, all things are pure, but
to those who are defiled and unbelieving,
nothing is pure; but both their mind and
their conscience are defiled.

16 They profess that they know God, but
by their deeds they deny him, being abom-
inable, disobedient, and unfit for any good
work.

2
1 But say the things which fit sound doc-

trine,
2 that older men should be temperate,

sensible, sober minded, sound in faith, in
love, and in perseverance,

3 and that older women likewise be rev-
erent in behaviour, not slanderers nor en-
slaved tomuchwine, teachers of thatwhich
is good,

4 that they may train the young wives to
love their husbands, to love their children,

5 to be sober minded, chaste, workers
at home, kind, being in subjection to their
own husbands, that God’s wordmay not be
blasphemed.

6Likewise, exhort the younger men to be
sober minded.

7 In all things show yourself an example
of good works. In your teaching, show
integrity, seriousness, incorruptibility,

8 and soundness of speech that can’t be
condemned, that he who opposes you may
be ashamed, having no evil thing to say
about us.

9 Exhort servants to be in subjection to
their own masters and to be well-pleasing
in all things, not contradicting,

10 not stealing, but showing all good fi-
delity, that they may adorn the doctrine of
God, our Saviour, in all things.

11 For the grace of God has appeared,
bringing salvation to all men,

12 instructing us to the intent that,
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we
would live soberly, righteously, and godly
in this present age;

13 looking for the blessed hope and ap-
pearing of the glory of our great God and
Saviour, Jesus Christ,

14who gave himself for us, that he might
redeem us from all iniquity and purify for
himself a people for his own possession,
zealous for good works.

15 Say these things and exhort and re-
provewith all authority. Let no one despise
you.

3
1 Remind them to be in subjection to

rulers and to authorities, to be obedient, to
be ready for every good work,

2 to speak evil of no one, not to be con-
tentious, to be gentle, showing all humility
towards all men.

3 For we were also once foolish, disobe-
dient, deceived, serving various lusts and
pleasures, living in malice and envy, hate-
ful, and hating one another.

† 1:1: “Christ” means “Anointed One”.
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4 But when the kindness of God our
Saviour and his love towards mankind ap-
peared,

5not byworks of righteousnesswhichwe
did ourselves, but according to his mercy,
he saved us through the washing of regen-
eration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,

6 whom he poured out on us richly
through Jesus Christ our Saviour;

7 that being justified by his grace, we
might be made heirs according to the hope
of eternal life.

8 This saying is faithful, and concerning
these things I desire that you insist con-
fidently, so that those who have believed
Godmaybecareful tomaintaingoodworks.
These things are good and profitable to
men;

9 but shun foolish questionings, genealo-
gies, strife, and disputes about the law; for
they are unprofitable and vain.

10 Avoid a factious man after a first and
second warning,

11 knowing that such a one is perverted
and sinful, being self-condemned.

12When I send Artemas to you, or Tychi-
cus, be diligent to come to me to Nicopolis,
for I have determined to winter there.

13 Send Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on
their journey speedily, that nothing may be
lacking for them.

14 Let our people also learn to maintain
good works to meet necessary needs, that
theymay not be unfruitful.

15 All who are with me greet you. Greet
those who love us in faith.
Grace be with you all. Amen.
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Paul’s Letter to Philemon
1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ† Jesus, and

Timothy our brother, to Philemon, our
beloved fellowworker,

2 to the beloved Apphia, to Archippus our
fellow soldier, and to the assembly in your
house:

3 Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

4 I thankmyGodalways,makingmention
of you inmy prayers,

5 hearing of your love and of the faith
which you have towards the Lord Jesus and
towards all the saints,

6 that the fellowship of your faith may
become effective in the knowledge of every
good thing which is in us in Christ Jesus.

7 For we have much joy and comfort in
your love, because the hearts of the saints
have been refreshed through you, brother.

8 Therefore though I have all boldness
in Christ to command you that which is
appropriate,

9yet for love’s sake I rather appeal to you,
being such a one as Paul, the aged, but also
a prisoner of Jesus Christ.

10 I appeal to you for my child Onesimus,
whom I have become the father of in my
chains,‡

11who once was useless to you, but now
is useful to you and tome.

12 I am sending him back. Therefore re-
ceive him, that is, my own heart,

13whomIdesired tokeepwithme, thaton
your behalf hemight serveme inmy chains
for the Good News.

14But I was willing to do nothing without
your consent, that your goodnesswouldnot
be as of necessity, but of free will.

15 For perhaps he was therefore sepa-
rated from you for a while that you would
have him forever,

16 no longer as a slave, but more than a
slave, a beloved brother—especially to me,
but how much rather to you, both in the
flesh and in the Lord.

17 If then you count me a partner, receive
him as you would receive me.

18But if he haswronged you at all or owes
you anything, put that to my account.

19 I, Paul, write this with my own hand: I
will repay it (not tomention to you that you
owe tome even your own self besides).

20 Yes, brother, let me have joy from you
in the Lord. Refreshmy heart in the Lord.

21Having confidence in your obedience, I
write to you, knowing that youwill do even
beyondwhat I say.

22Also, prepare a guest room for me, for
I hope that through your prayers I will be
restored to you.

23Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ
Jesus, greets you,

24 as do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and
Luke, my fellowworkers.

25 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with your spirit. Amen.

† 1:1: “Christ” means “Anointed One”. ‡ 1:10: Onesimusmeans “useful”.
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The Letter to the Hebrews
1 God, having in the past spoken to the

fathers through the prophets atmany times
and in various ways,

2 has at the end of these days spoken to
us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of
all things, through whom also he made the
worlds.

3His Son is the radiance of his glory, the
very image of his substance, and upholding
all things by the word of his power, who,
when he had by himself purified us of our
sins, sat down on the right hand of the
Majesty on high,

4having become as much better than the
angels as the more excellent name he has
inherited is better than theirs.

5 For to which of the angels did he say at
any time,
“You aremy Son.

Today I have become your father?”*
and again,
“I will be to him a Father,

and he will be to me a Son?”*
6 When he again brings in the firstborn

into the world he says, “Let all the angels of
God worship him.”*

7Of the angels he says,
“Hemakes his angels winds,

and his servants a flame of fire.”*
8But of the Son he says,

“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever.
The sceptre of uprightness is the scep-
tre of your Kingdom.

9 You have loved righteousness and hated
iniquity;

therefore God, your God, has anointed
you with the oil of gladness above
your fellows.”*

10And,
“You, Lord, in the beginning, laid the foun-

dation of the earth.
The heavens are the works of your
hands.

11They will perish, but you continue.
They all will grow old like a garment
does.

12Youwill roll them up like amantle,
and they will be changed;
but you are the same.
Your years won’t fail.”*

13 But which of the angels has he told at
any time,

“Sit at my right hand,
until I make your enemies the footstool
of your feet?”*

14 Aren’t they all serving spirits, sent out
to do service for the sake of those who will
inherit salvation?

2
1 Therefore we ought to pay greater at-

tention to the things that were heard, lest
perhaps we drift away.

2 For if the word spoken through angels
proved steadfast, and every transgression
and disobedience received a just penalty,

3howwillweescape ifweneglect so great
a salvation—which at the first having been
spoken through the Lord, was confirmed to
us by those who heard,

4 God also testifying with them, both by
signs and wonders, by various works of
power, and by gifts of the Holy Spirit, ac-
cording to his ownwill?

5 For he didn’t subject the world to come,
of which we speak, to angels.

6Butonehas somewhere testified, saying,
“What is man, that you think of him?

Or the son of man, that you care for
him?

7 You made him a little lower than the an-
gels.

You crowned him with glory and hon-
our.†

8 You have put all things in subjection
under his feet.”*

For in that he subjected all things to him,
he left nothing that isnot subject tohim. But
nowwe don’t yet see all things subjected to
him.

9 But we see him who has been made a
little lower than the angels, Jesus, because
of the sufferingofdeathcrownedwithglory
and honour, that by the grace of God he
should taste of death for everyone.

10 For it became him, for whom are all
things and through whom are all things,
in bringing many children to glory, to
make the author of their salvation perfect
through sufferings.

11 For both he who sanctifies and those
who are sanctified are all from one, for
which cause he is not ashamed to call them
brothers,‡

12 saying,
“I will declare your name tomy brothers.

Amongst the congregation I will sing
your praise.”*

* 1:5: Psalms 2:7 * 1:5: 2 Samuel 7:14; 1 Chronicles 17:13 * 1:6: Deuteronomy 32:43 LXX * 1:7: Psalms 104:4
* 1:9: Psalms 45:6-7 * 1:12: Psalms 102:25-27 * 1:13: Psalms 110:1 † 2:7: TR adds “and set himover theworks

of your hands” * 2:8: Psalms 8:4-6 ‡ 2:11: The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be

correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” * 2:12: Psalms 22:22
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13 Again, “I will put my trust in him.”
Again, “Behold, here I amwith the children
whomGod has givenme.”*

14 Since then the children have shared
in flesh and blood, he also himself in the
samewaypartookof the same, that through
death he might bring to nothing him who
had the power of death, that is, the devil,

15 and might deliver all of them who
through fear of deathwere all their lifetime
subject to bondage.

16For most certainly, he doesn’t give help
to angels, but he gives help to the offspring§
of Abraham.

17Therefore hewas obligated in all things
to be made like his brothers, that he might
become a merciful and faithful high priest
in things pertaining to God, to make atone-
ment for the sins of the people.

18 For in that he himself has suffered be-
ing tempted, he is able tohelp thosewhoare
tempted.

3
1Therefore, holy brothers, partakers of a

heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and
High Priest of our confession: Jesus,

2who was faithful to him who appointed
him, as also Moses was in all his house.

3For hehas been countedworthy ofmore
glory than Moses, because he who built the
house has more honour than the house.

4For every house is built by someone; but
he who built all things is God.

5 Moses indeed was faithful in all his
house as a servant, for a testimony of those
things which were afterward to be spoken,

6 but Christ† is faithful as a Son over his
house. We are his house, if we hold fast
our confidenceand thegloryingof ourhope
firm to the end.

7Therefore, even as the Holy Spirit says,
“Today if you will hear his voice,

8 don’t harden your hearts as in the
rebellion,

in the day of the trial in the wilderness,
9 where your fathers tested me and
triedme,

and sawmy deeds for forty years.
10Therefore I was displeasedwith that gen-

eration,
and said, ‘They always err in their
heart,

but they didn’t knowmyways.’
11As I swore inmywrath,

‘They will not enter into my rest.’ ”*
12 Beware, brothers, lest perhaps there

might be in any one of you an evil heart

of unbelief, in falling away from the living
God;

13 but exhort one another day by day, so
long as it is called “today”, lest any one of
youbehardenedby the deceitfulness of sin.

14 For we have become partakers of
Christ, if we hold the beginning of our con-
fidence firm to the end,

15while it is said,
“Today if you will hear his voice,

don’t harden your hearts, as in the re-
bellion.”*

16 For who, when they heard, rebelled?
Wasn’t it all thosewhocameoutofEgypt led
byMoses?

17 With whom was he displeased forty
years? Wasn’t it with those who sinned,
whose bodies fell in the wilderness?

18 To whom did he swear that they
wouldn’t enter into his rest, but to those
whowere disobedient?

19We see that they weren’t able to enter
in because of unbelief.

4
1Let’s fear therefore, lest perhaps anyone

of you should seem to have come short of a
promise of entering into his rest.

2 For indeed we have had good news
preached to us, even as they also did, but
the word they heard didn’t profit them, be-
cause it wasn’t mixed with faith by those
who heard.

3 For we who have believed do enter into
that rest, even as he has said, “As I swore in
mywrath, theywill not enter intomyrest;”*
although the works were finished from the
foundation of the world.

4 For he has said this somewhere about
the seventh day, “God rested on the seventh
day from all his works;”*

5 and in this place again, “They will not
enter into my rest.”*

6 Seeing therefore it remains that some
should enter into it, and they to whom the
good news was preached before failed to
enter in because of disobedience,

7 he again defines a certain day, “today”,
saying through David so long a time after-
ward (just as has been said),
“Today if you will hear his voice,

don’t harden your hearts.”*
8 For if Joshua had given them rest, he

would not have spoken afterward of an-
other day.

9 There remains therefore a Sabbath rest
for the people of God.

* 2:13: Isaiah 8:18 § 2:16: or, seed † 3:6: “Christ” means “Anointed One”. * 3:11: Psalms 95:7-11 * 3:15:

Psalms 95:7-8 * 4:3: Psalms 95:11 * 4:4: Genesis 2:2 * 4:5: Psalms 95:11 * 4:7: Psalms 95:7-8
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10For hewhohas entered into his rest has
himself also rested from his works, as God
did from his.

11 Let’s therefore give diligence to enter
into that rest, lest anyone fall after the same
example of disobedience.

12For theword of God is living and active,
and sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing even to the dividing of soul and
spirit, of both joints and marrow, and is
able to discern the thoughts and intentions
of the heart.

13There isno creature that is hidden from
his sight, but all things are naked and laid
open before the eyes of him to whom we
must give an account.

14Having thenagreathighpriestwhohas
passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son
of God, let’s hold tightly to our confession.

15 For we don’t have a high priest who
can’t be touched with the feeling of our in-
firmities, but onewhohas been in all points
tempted like we are, yet without sin.

16 Let’s therefore draw near with bold-
ness to the throne of grace, that we may
receive mercy and may find grace for help
in time of need.

5
1 For every high priest, being taken from

amongst men, is appointed for men in
things pertaining to God, that he may offer
both gifts and sacrifices for sins.

2 The high priest can deal gently with
those who are ignorant and going astray,
because he himself is also surroundedwith
weakness.

3 Because of this, he must offer sacrifices
for sins for thepeople, aswell as forhimself.

4 Nobody takes this honour on himself,
but he is called by God, just like Aaron was.

5So also Christ didn’t glorify himself to be
made a high priest, but it was he who said
to him,
“You aremy Son.

Today I have become your father.”*
6As he says also in another place,

“You are a priest forever,
after the order of Melchizedek.”*

7 He, in the days of his flesh, having of-
fered up prayers and petitions with strong
crying and tears to him who was able to
save him from death, and having been
heard for his godly fear,

8 though he was a Son, yet learnt obedi-
ence by the things which he suffered.

9 Having been made perfect, he became
to all of those who obey him the author of
eternal salvation,

10 named by God a high priest after the
order of Melchizedek.

11 About him we have many words to
say, and hard to interpret, seeing you have
become dull of hearing.

12For although by this time you should be
teachers, you again need to have someone
teach you the rudiments of the first prin-
ciples of the revelations of God. You have
come to needmilk, and not solid food.

13 For everyone who lives on milk is not
experienced in the word of righteousness,
for he is a baby.

14 But solid food is for those who are full
grown, who by reason of use have their
senses exercised to discern good and evil.

6
1 Therefore leaving the teaching of the

first principles of Christ, let’s press on to
perfection—not laying again a foundation
of repentance from dead works, of faith
towards God,

2of the teaching of baptisms, of laying on
of hands, of resurrection of the dead, and of
eternal judgement.

3This will we do, if God permits.
4 For concerning those who were once

enlightened and tasted of the heavenly gift,
andweremade partakers of theHoly Spirit,

5and tasted the goodword of God and the
powers of the age to come,

6 and then fell away, it is impossible to
renew them again to repentance; seeing
they crucify the Son of God for themselves
again, and put him to open shame.

7 For the land which has drunk the rain
that comes often on it and produces a crop
suitable for them for whose sake it is also
tilled, receives blessing from God;

8 but if it bears thorns and thistles, it is
rejected and near being cursed, whose end
is to be burnt.

9But, beloved,we are persuadedof better
things for you, and things that accompany
salvation, even though we speak like this.

10 For God is not unrighteous, so as to
forget your work and the labour of love
which you showed towards his name, in
that you served the saints, and still do serve
them.

11 We desire that each one of you may
show the same diligence to the fullness of
hope even to the end,

12 that you won’t be sluggish, but imita-
tors of those who through faith and perse-
verance inherited the promises.

13 For when God made a promise to
Abraham, since he could swear by no one
greater, he swore by himself,

* 5:5: Psalms 2:7 * 5:6: Psalms 110:4 * 6:14: Genesis 22:17
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14 saying, “Surely blessing Iwill bless you,
andmultiplying I will multiply you.”*

15Thus, having patiently endured, he ob-
tained the promise.

16Formen indeed swear by a greater one,
and in every dispute of theirs the oath is
final for confirmation.

17 In this way God, being determined to
show more abundantly to the heirs of the
promise the immutability of his counsel,
interposed with an oath,

18 that by two immutable things, inwhich
it is impossible for God to lie, we may have
a strong encouragement, who have fled for
refuge to takehold of thehope set beforeus.

19 This hope we have as an anchor of the
soul, a hope both sure and steadfast and
entering into that which is within the veil,

20 where as a forerunner Jesus entered
for us, having become a high priest forever
after the order of Melchizedek.

7
1 For this Melchizedek, king of Salem,

priest of GodMost High, whomet Abraham
returning from the slaughter of the kings
and blessed him,

2 to whom also Abraham divided a tenth
part of all (being first, by interpretation,
“king of righteousness”, and then also “king
of Salem”, whichmeans “king of peace”,

3 without father, without mother, with-
out genealogy, having neither beginning of
days nor end of life, but made like the Son
of God), remains a priest continually.

4Now consider how great this man was,
to whom even Abraham the patriarch gave
a tenth out of the best plunder.

5 They indeed of the sons of Levi who
receive the priest’s office have a command-
ment to take tithes from the people accord-
ing to the law, that is, of their brothers,
though these have come out of the body of
Abraham,

6 but he whose genealogy is not counted
from them has accepted tithes from Abra-
ham, and has blessed him who has the
promises.

7 But without any dispute the lesser is
blessed by the greater.

8Here people who die receive tithes, but
there one receives tithes of whom it is testi-
fied that he lives.

9We can say that through Abraham even
Levi, who receives tithes, has paid tithes,

10 for he was yet in the body of his father
whenMelchizedekmet him.

11 Now if perfection was through the
Levitical priesthood (for under it the people
have received the law), what further need

was there for another priest to arise after
the order of Melchizedek, and not be called
after the order of Aaron?

12 For the priesthood being changed,
there is of necessity a change made also in
the law.

13 For he of whom these things are said
belongs toanother tribe, fromwhichnoone
has officiated at the altar.

14 For it is evident that our Lord has
sprung out of Judah, about which tribe
Moses spoke nothing concerning priest-
hood.

15 This is yet more abundantly evident,
if after the likeness of Melchizedek there
arises another priest,

16who has been made, not after the law
of a fleshly commandment, but after the
power of an endless life;

17 for it is testified,
“You are a priest forever,

according to theorderofMelchizedek.”*
18 For there is an annulling of a forego-

ing commandment because of its weakness
and uselessness

19 (for the lawmade nothing perfect), and
a bringing in of a better hope, through
which we draw near to God.

20 Inasmuch as he was not made priest
without the taking of an oath

21 (for they indeed have been made
priests without an oath), but he with an
oath by him that says of him,
“The Lord swore and will not change his

mind,
‘You are a priest forever,
according to theorderofMelchizedek.’ ”*

22By somuch, Jesus has become the guar-
antee of a better covenant.

23Many, indeed, have been made priests,
because they are hindered from continuing
by death.

24But he, because he lives forever, has his
priesthood unchangeable.

25 Therefore he is also able to save to
the uttermost those who draw near to God
through him, seeing that he lives forever to
make intercession for them.

26For such a high priest was fitting for us:
holy, guiltless, undefiled, separated from
sinners, andmadehigher than theheavens;

27 who doesn’t need, like those high
priests, to offer up sacrifices daily, first for
his own sins, and then for the sins of the
people. For he did this once for all, when he
offered up himself.

28 For the law appoints men as high
priests who have weakness, but the word

* 7:17: Psalms 110:4 * 7:21: Psalms 110:4
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of the oath, which came after the law, ap-
points a Son forever who has been per-
fected.

8
1Now in the things which we are saying,

the main point is this: we have such a high
priest, who sat down on the right hand of
the throne of the Majesty in the heavens,

2 a servant of the sanctuary and of the
true tabernaclewhich the Lord pitched, not
man.

3 For every high priest is appointed to
offer both gifts and sacrifices. Therefore it
is necessary that this high priest also have
something to offer.

4For if he were on earth, he would not be
a priest at all, seeing there are priests who
offer the gifts according to the law,

5 who serve a copy and shadow of the
heavenly things, evenasMoseswaswarned
by God when he was about to make the
tabernacle, for he said, “See, you shallmake
everything according to the pattern that
was shown to you on themountain.”*

6 But now he has obtained a more excel-
lent ministry, by as much as he is also the
mediator of a better covenant, which on
better promises has been given as law.

7For if that first covenant had been fault-
less, then no place would have been sought
for a second.

8For finding fault with them, he said,
“Behold,† the days are coming”, says the

Lord,
“that I will make a new covenant with
the house of Israel and with the
house of Judah;

9not according to the covenant that I made
with their fathers

in the day that I took them by the hand
to lead them out of the land of Egypt;

for they didn’t continue inmy covenant,
and I disregarded them,” says the Lord.

10 “For this is the covenant that I will make
with the house of Israel

after those days,” says the Lord:
“I will put my laws into their mind;

I will also write them on their heart.
I will be their God,

and they will be my people.
11 They will not teach every man his fellow

citizen‡
and every man his brother, saying,

‘Know the Lord,’
for all will knowme,
from their least to their greatest.

12For Iwill bemerciful to theirunrighteous-
ness.

I will remember their sins and lawless
deeds nomore.”*

13 In that he says, “A new covenant”, he
has made the first obsolete. But that which
is becoming obsolete and grows aged is
near to vanishing away.

9
1Now indeedeven thefirst† covenanthad

ordinances of divine service and an earthly
sanctuary.

2 For a tabernacle was prepared. In the
first part were the lamp stand, the table,
and the show bread, which is called the
Holy Place.

3After the second veil was the tabernacle
which is called the Holy of Holies,

4having a golden altar of incense and the
ark of the covenant overlaid on all sides
with gold, in which was a golden pot hold-
ing the manna, Aaron’s rod that budded,
and the tablets of the covenant;

5 and above it cherubim of glory over-
shadowing the mercy seat, of which things
we can’t speak now in detail.

6Now these things having been thus pre-
pared, the priests go in continually into
the first tabernacle, accomplishing the ser-
vices,

7but into the second thehighpriest alone,
once in the year, not without blood, which
he offers for himself and for the errors of
the people.

8TheHolySpirit is indicating this, that the
way into the Holy Place wasn’t yet revealed
while the first tabernaclewas still standing.

9 This is a symbol of the present age,
where gifts and sacrifices are offered that
are incapable, concerning the conscience,
of making the worshipper perfect,

10 being only (with foods and drinks and
various washings) fleshly ordinances, im-
posed until a time of reformation.

11But Christ having come as a high priest
of the coming good things, through the
greater and more perfect tabernacle, not
made with hands, that is to say, not of this
creation,

12 nor yet through the blood of goats and
calves, but through his own blood, entered
in once for all into the Holy Place, having
obtained eternal redemption.

13 For if the blood of goats and bulls, and
the ashes of a heifer sprinkling those who
have been defiled, sanctify to the cleanness
of the flesh,

* 8:5: Exodus 25:40 † 8:8: “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used

as an interjection. ‡ 8:11: TR reads “neighbour” instead of “fellow citizen” * 8:12: Jeremiah 31:31-34 † 9:1: TR
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14 how much more will the blood of
Christ, who through the eternal Spirit of-
feredhimselfwithoutdefect toGod, cleanse
your conscience from dead works to serve
the living God?

15 For this reason he is the mediator of a
new covenant, since a death has occurred
for the redemption of the transgressions
that were under the first covenant, that
thosewhohavebeen calledmay receive the
promise of the eternal inheritance.

16 For where a last will and testament is,
there must of necessity be the death of him
whomade it.

17 For a will is in force where there has
been death, for it is never in force while he
whomade it lives.

18 Therefore even the first covenant has
not been dedicated without blood.

19 For when every commandment had
been spoken by Moses to all the people ac-
cording to the law, he took the blood of the
calves and the goats, withwater and scarlet
wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both the
book itself and all the people,

20 saying, “This is the blood of the
covenant which God has commanded
you.”*

21He sprinkled the tabernacle and all the
vessels of theministry in the samewaywith
the blood.

22 According to the law, nearly every-
thing is cleansedwithblood, andapart from
shedding of blood there is no remission.

23 It was necessary therefore that the
copies of the things in the heavens should
be cleansed with these, but the heavenly
things themselves with better sacrifices
than these.

24 For Christ hasn’t entered into holy
places made with hands, which are repre-
sentationsof the true, but intoheaven itself,
now to appear in thepresence ofGod for us;

25 nor yet that he should offer himself
often, as the high priest enters into the holy
place year by year with blood not his own,

26 or else he must have suffered often
since the foundation of the world. But now
once at the end of the ages, he has been
revealed to put away sin by the sacrifice of
himself.

27 Inasmuch as it is appointed for men to
die once, and after this, judgement,

28so Christ also, havingbeenofferedonce
to bear the sins of many, will appear a
second time, not to dealwith sin, but to save
those who are eagerly waiting for him.

10
1For the law, having a shadowof the good

to come, not the very image of the things,
can never with the same sacrifices year by
year, which they offer continually, make
perfect those who draw near.

2Or else wouldn’t they have ceased to be
offered, because the worshippers, having
been once cleansed, would have had no
more consciousness of sins?

3 But in those sacrifices there is a yearly
reminder of sins.

4For it is impossible that thebloodofbulls
and goats should take away sins.

5 Therefore when he comes into the
world, he says,
“You didn’t desire sacrifice and offering,

but you prepared a body for me.
6You had no pleasure in whole burnt offer-

ings and sacrifices for sin.
7 Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come (in
the scroll of the book it is written of
me)

to do your will, O God.’ ”*
8Previously saying, “Sacrifices and offer-

ings and whole burnt offerings and sacri-
fices for sin you didn’t desire, neither had
pleasure in them” (those which are offered
according to the law),

9 thenhehas said, “Behold, I have come to
do your will.” He takes away the first, that
hemay establish the second,

10 by which will we have been sanctified
through the offering of the body of Jesus
Christ once for all.

11 Every priest indeed stands day by day
serving and offering often the same sacri-
fices, which can never take away sins,

12 but he, when he had offered one sacri-
fice for sins forever, sat down on the right
hand of God,

13 from that time waiting until his ene-
mies are made the footstool of his feet.

14 For by one offering he has perfected
forever those who are being sanctified.

15 The Holy Spirit also testifies to us, for
after saying,
16“This is the covenant that Iwillmakewith

them
after those days,” says the Lord,

“I will put my laws on their heart,
I will also write them on their mind;”*

then he says,
17 “I will remember their sins and their in-

iquities nomore.”*
18Nowwhere remission of these is, there

is nomore offering for sin.
19Having therefore, brothers, boldness to

enter into the holy place by the blood of
Jesus,

* 9:20: Exodus 24:8 * 10:7: Psalms 40:6-8 * 10:16: Jeremiah 31:33 * 10:17: Jeremiah 31:34



Hebrews 10:20 1240 Hebrews 11:13

20by thewaywhich he dedicated for us, a
new and livingway, through the veil, that is
to say, his flesh,

21 and having a great priest over God’s
house,

22 let’s draw near with a true heart in
fullness of faith, having our hearts sprin-
kled from an evil conscience and having
our body washed with pure water,

23 let’shold fast theconfessionofourhope
without wavering; for he who promised is
faithful.

24 Let’s consider how to provoke one an-
other to love and good works,

25 not forsaking our own assembling to-
gether, as the custom of some is, but exhort-
ing one another, and so much the more as
you see the Day approaching.

26 For if we sin wilfully after we have
received the knowledge of the truth, there
remains nomore a sacrifice for sins,

27 but a certain fearful expectation of
judgement, and a fierceness of fire which
will devour the adversaries.

28A man who disregards Moses’ law dies
without compassion on the word of two or
three witnesses.

29 How much worse punishment do you
think he will be judged worthy of who has
trodden under foot the Son of God, and
has counted the blood of the covenant with
which he was sanctified an unholy thing,
and has insulted the Spirit of grace?

30Forweknowhimwhosaid, “Vengeance
belongs to me. I will repay,” says the Lord.*
Again, “The Lord will judge his people.”*

31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands
of the living God.

32 But remember the former days, in
which, after you were enlightened, you en-
dured a great struggle with sufferings:

33 partly, being exposed to both re-
proaches and oppressions, and partly,
becoming partakers with those who were
treated so.

34For you both had compassion on me in
my chains and joyfully accepted the plun-
dering of your possessions, knowing that
you have for yourselves a better possession
and an enduring one in the heavens.

35Therefore don’t throw away your bold-
ness, which has a great reward.

36For youneed endurance so that, having
done the will of God, you may receive the
promise.
37 “In a very little while,

he who comes will come and will not
wait.

38But the righteous one will live by faith.

If he shrinks back, my soul has no plea-
sure in him.”*

39Butwearenotof thosewhoshrinkback
to destruction, but of those who have faith
to the saving of the soul.

11
1Now faith is assurance of things hoped

for, proof of things not seen.
2 For by this, the elders obtained ap-

proval.
3 By faith we understand that the uni-

verse has been framed by the word of God,
so that what is seen has not been made out
of things which are visible.

4 By faith Abel offered to God a more ex-
cellent sacrifice than Cain, through which
he had testimony given to him that he was
righteous, God testifyingwith respect to his
gifts; and through it he, being dead, still
speaks.

5 By faith Enoch was taken away, so that
he wouldn’t see death, and he was not
found, because God translated him. For he
has had testimony given to him that before
his translation he had beenwell pleasing to
God.

6Without faith it is impossible to be well
pleasing to him, for he who comes to God
must believe that he exists, and that he is a
rewarder of those who seek him.

7 By faith Noah, being warned about
things not yet seen, moved with godly
fear,† prepared a ship for the saving of his
house, through which he condemned the
worldandbecameheir of the righteousness
which is according to faith.

8 By faith Abraham, when he was called,
obeyed to go out to the place which he was
to receive for an inheritance. He went out,
not knowing where he went.

9By faithhe livedas analien in the landof
promise, as in a land not his own, dwelling
in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with
him of the same promise.

10 For he was looking for the city which
has foundations, whose builder and maker
is God.

11 By faith even Sarah herself received
power to conceive, and she bore a child
when she was past age, since she counted
him faithful who had promised.

12 Therefore as many as the stars of the
sky in multitude, and as innumerable as
the sand which is by the sea shore, were
fathered by one man, and him as good as
dead.

13 These all died in faith, not having re-
ceived the promises, but having seen‡ them

* 10:30: Deuteronomy 32:35 * 10:30: Deuteronomy 32:36; Psalms 135:14 * 10:38: Habakkuk 2:3-4 † 11:7:
or, reverence ‡ 11:13: TR adds “and being convinced of”
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and embraced them from afar, and having
confessed that they were strangers and pil-
grims on the earth.

14 For those who say such things make it
clear that theyare seekingacountryof their
own.

15 If indeed theyhadbeen thinking of that
country from which they went out, they
would have had enough time to return.

16 But now they desire a better country,
that is, a heavenly one. ThereforeGod is not
ashamed of them, to be called their God, for
he has prepared a city for them.

17 By faith, Abraham, being tested, of-
fered up Isaac. Yes, he who had gladly
received the promises was offering up his
only born§ son,

18 to whom it was said, “Your offspring
will be accounted as from Isaac,” *

19 concluding that God is able to raise up
even from the dead. Figuratively speaking,
he also did receive him back from the dead.

20 By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau,
even concerning things to come.

21 By faith Jacob, when he was dying,
blessed each of the sons of Joseph, andwor-
shipped, leaning on the top of his staff.

22By faith Joseph, when his endwas near,
made mention of the departure of the chil-
dren of Israel, and gave instructions con-
cerning his bones.

23By faithMoses, when he was born, was
hidden for three months by his parents,
because they saw that he was a beautiful
child; and theywere not afraid of the king’s
commandment.

24By faithMoses, when he had grown up,
refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s
daughter,

25 choosing rather to share ill treatment
with God’s people than to enjoy the plea-
sures of sin for a time,

26 considering the reproach of Christ
greater riches than the treasures of Egypt;
for he looked to the reward.

27 By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the
wrath of the king; for he endured, as seeing
himwho is invisible.

28 By faith he kept the Passover and the
sprinklingof theblood, that thedestroyerof
the firstborn should not touch them.

29 By faith they passed through the Red
Sea as on dry land. When the Egyptians
tried to do so, they were swallowed up.

30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down
after they had been encircled for seven
days.

31 By faith Rahab the prostitute didn’t
perish with those who were disobedient,
having received the spies in peace.

32 What more shall I say? For the time
would fail me if I told of Gideon, Barak,
Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel, and the
prophets—

33who through faith subdued kingdoms,
worked out righteousness, obtained
promises, stopped themouths of lions,*

34 quenched the power of fire,* escaped
the edge of the sword,* from weakness
weremade strong, grewmighty inwar, and
caused foreign armies to flee.

35 Women received their dead by resur-
rection.* Others were tortured, not accept-
ing their deliverance, that they might ob-
tain a better resurrection.

36 Others were tried by mocking and
scourging, yes, moreover by bonds and im-
prisonment.

37 They were stoned.* They were sawn
apart. They were tempted. They were
slainwith the sword.* Theywent around in
sheep skins and in goat skins; being desti-
tute, afflicted, ill-treated—

38 of whom the world was not worthy—
wandering in deserts, mountains, caves,
and the holes of the earth.

39These all, having been commended for
their faith, didn’t receive the promise,

40God having provided some better thing
concerning us, so that apart from us they
should not bemade perfect.

12
1 Therefore let’s also, seeing we are sur-

rounded by so great a cloud of witnesses,
lay aside every weight and the sin which
so easily entangles us, and let’s run with
perseverance the race that is set before us,

2 looking to Jesus, the author and per-
fecter of faith, who for the joy that was set
before him endured the cross, despising its
shame, and has sat down at the right hand
of the throne of God.

3For consider himwho has endured such
contradiction of sinners against himself,
that you don’t grow weary, fainting in your
souls.

4You have not yet resisted to blood, striv-
ing against sin.

5 You have forgotten the exhortation
which reasons with you as with children,
“My son, don’t take lightly the chastening of

the Lord,
§ 11:17: The phrase “only born” is from the Greek word “μονογενη”, which is sometimes translated “only begotten” or
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nor faint when you are reproved by
him;

6 for whom the Lord loves, he disci-
plines,

and chastises every son whom he re-
ceives.”*

7 It is for discipline that you endure. God
deals with you as with children, for what
son is there whom his father doesn’t disci-
pline?

8 But if you are without discipline, of
which all have been made partakers, then
you are illegitimate, and not children.

9 Furthermore, we had the fathers of our
flesh to chasten us, and we paid them re-
spect. Shall we not much rather be in sub-
jection to the Father of spirits and live?

10 For they indeed for a few days disci-
plinedusas seemedgood to them, buthe for
our profit, that we may be partakers of his
holiness.

11All chastening seems for the present to
be not joyous but grievous; yet afterward it
yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to
those who have been trained by it.

12 Therefore lift up the hands that hang
down and the feeble knees, *

13 andmake straight paths for your feet,*
so what is lame may not be dislocated, but
rather be healed.

14Followafterpeacewithallmen, and the
sanctification without which no man will
see the Lord,

15 looking carefully lest there be anyman
who falls short of the grace of God, lest any
root of bitterness springing up trouble you
andmany be defiled by it,

16 lest there be any sexually immoral per-
son or profane person, like Esau, who sold
his birthright for onemeal.

17For you know that even when he after-
ward desired to inherit the blessing, hewas
rejected, for he found no place for a change
of mind though he sought it diligently with
tears.

18 For you have not come to a mountain
that might be touched and that burnt with
fire, and to blackness, darkness, storm,

19 the sound of a trumpet, and the voice
of words; which those who heard it begged
that not onemoreword shouldbe spoken to
them,

20 for they could not stand thatwhichwas
commanded, “If evenananimal touches the
mountain, it shall be stoned”.†*

21 So fearful was the appearance that
Moses said, “I am terrified and trembling.”*

22 But you have come to Mount Zion and
to the city of the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem, and to innumerable multitudes
of angels,

23 to the festal gathering and assembly of
the firstbornwho are enrolled in heaven, to
God the Judgeof all, to the spirits of justmen
made perfect,

24 to Jesus, the mediator of a new
covenant,* and to the blood of sprinkling
that speaks better than that of Abel.

25 See that you don’t refuse him who
speaks. For if they didn’t escape when they
refused himwhowarned on the earth, how
much more will we not escape who turn
away from himwhowarns from heaven,

26whose voice shook the earth then, but
now he has promised, saying, “Yet once
more Iwill shakenotonly theearth, butalso
the heavens.”*

27 This phrase, “Yet once more” signi-
fies the removing of those things that are
shaken, as of things that have been made,
that those thingswhich are not shakenmay
remain.

28 Therefore, receiving a Kingdom that
can’t be shaken, let’s have grace, through
whichwe serve God acceptably, with rever-
ence and awe,

29 for our God is a consuming fire.*

13
1Let brotherly love continue.
2 Don’t forget to show hospitality to

strangers, for in doing so, some have
entertained angels without knowing it.

3 Remember those who are in bonds, as
bound with them, and those who are ill-
treated, since you are also in the body.

4Letmarriage beheld inhonour amongst
all, and let the bed be undefiled; but God
will judge the sexually immoral and adul-
terers.

5Be free from the love of money, content
with such things as you have, for he has
said, “Iwill innoway leaveyou, neitherwill
I in any way forsake you.”*

6 So that with good courage we say,
“The Lord is my helper. I will not fear.

What canman do tome?”*
7 Remember your leaders, men who

spoke to you the word of God, and
considering the results of their conduct,
imitate their faith.

8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today,
and forever.

* 12:6: Proverbs 3:11-12 * 12:12: Isaiah 35:3 * 12:13: Proverbs 4:26 † 12:20: TR adds “or shotwith an arrow”
* 12:20: Exodus 19:12-13 * 12:21: Deuteronomy9:19 * 12:24: Jeremiah 31:31 * 12:26: Haggai 2:6 * 12:29:

Deuteronomy 4:24 * 13:5: Deuteronomy 31:6 * 13:6: Psalms 118:6-7
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9 Don’t be carried away by various and
strange teachings, for it is good that the
heart be established by grace, not by foods,
throughwhich thosewhowere so occupied
were not benefitted.

10Wehaveanaltar fromwhich thosewho
serve the holy tabernacle have no right to
eat.

11 For the bodies of those animals, whose
blood is brought into the holy place by the
high priest as an offering for sin, are burnt
outside of the camp.*

12 Therefore Jesus also, that he might
sanctify the people through his own blood,
suffered outside of the gate.

13Let’s therefore go out to him outside of
the camp, bearing his reproach.

14 For we don’t have here an enduring
city, but we seek that which is to come.

15 Through him, then, let’s offer up a sac-
rifice of praise to God* continually, that is,
the fruit of lips which proclaim allegiance
to his name.

16 But don’t forget to be doing good and
sharing, for with such sacrifices God is well
pleased.

17Obey your leaders and submit to them,
for they watch on behalf of your souls, as
those who will give account, that they may
do this with joy and not with groaning, for
that would be unprofitable for you.

18 Pray for us, for we are persuaded that
we have a good conscience, desiring to live
honourably in all things.

19 I strongly urge you to do this, that Imay
be restored to you sooner.

20 Now may the God of peace, who
brought again fromthedead thegreat shep-
herd of the sheep with the blood of an eter-
nal covenant, our Lord Jesus,

21make you complete in every goodwork
to do his will, working in you that which
is well pleasing in his sight, through Jesus
Christ, to whom be the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

22 But I exhort you, brothers, endure the
word of exhortation, for I have written to
you in fewwords.

23 Know that our brother Timothy has
been freed, withwhom, if he comes shortly,
I will see you.

24 Greet all of your leaders and all the
saints. The Italians greet you.

25Grace be with you all. Amen.

* 13:11: Leviticus 16:27 * 13:15: Psalms 50:23
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The Letter from James
1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord

Jesus Christ,† to the twelve tribes which are
in the Dispersion: Greetings.

2 Count it all joy, my brothers,‡ when you
fall into various temptations,

3 knowing that the testing of your faith
produces endurance.

4 Let endurance have its perfect work,
that youmay be perfect and complete, lack-
ing in nothing.

5 But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him
ask of God, who gives to all liberally and
without reproach, and it will be given to
him.

6 But let him ask in faith, without any
doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave
of the sea, driven by the wind and tossed.

7For thatman shouldn’t think that hewill
receive anything from the Lord.

8He is a double-mindedman, unstable in
all his ways.

9 Let the brother in humble circum-
stances glory in his high position;

10and the rich, in that he ismadehumble,
because like the flower in the grass, he will
pass away.

11 For the sun arises with the scorching
wind and withers the grass; and the flower
in it falls, and the beauty of its appearance
perishes. So the rich man will also fade
away in his pursuits.

12Blessed is a person who endures temp-
tation, for when he has been approved, he
will receive the crownof lifewhich theLord
promised to those who love him.

13 Let no man say when he is tempted,
“I am tempted by God,” for God can’t be
tempted by evil, and he himself tempts no
one.

14 But each one is tempted when he is
drawn away by his own lust and enticed.

15 Then the lust, when it has conceived,
bears sin. The sin, when it is full grown,
produces death.

16 Don’t be deceived, my beloved broth-
ers.

17Every good gift and every perfect gift is
from above, coming down from the Father
of lights, with whom can be no variation
nor turning shadow.

18 Of his own will he gave birth to us by
the word of truth, that we should be a kind
of first fruits of his creatures.

19So, then,mybelovedbrothers, let every
man be swift to hear, slow to speak, and
slow to anger;

20 for the anger of man doesn’t produce
the righteousness of God.

21 Therefore, putting away all filthiness
and overflowing of wickedness, receive
with humility the implantedword, which is
able to save your souls.§

22 But be doers of the word, and not only
hearers, deluding your own selves.

23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word
and not a doer, he is like a man looking at
his natural face in amirror;

24 for he sees himself, and goes away, and
immediately forgets what kind of man he
was.

25But hewho looks into the perfect law of
freedom and continues, not being a hearer
who forgets but adoerof thework, thisman
will be blessed in what he does.

26 If anyone amongst you thinks himself
to be religious while he doesn’t bridle his
tongue, but deceives his heart, this man’s
religion is worthless.

27Pure religion and undefiled before our
God andFather is this: to visit the fatherless
and widows in their affliction, and to keep
oneself unstained by the world.

2
1My brothers, don’t hold the faith of our

glorious Lord Jesus Christ with partiality.
2 For if a man with a gold ring, in fine

clothing, comes into your synagogue,† and
a poorman in filthy clothing also comes in,

3 and you pay special attention to him
who wears the fine clothing and say, “Sit
here in a good place;” and you tell the poor
man, “Stand there,” or “Sit bymy footstool”

4 haven’t you shown partiality amongst
yourselves, and become judges with evil
thoughts?

5Listen, my beloved brothers. Didn’t God
choose those who are poor in this world to
be rich in faith and heirs of the Kingdom
which he promised to those who love him?

6 But you have dishonoured the poor
man. Don’t the rich oppress you and per-
sonally drag you before the courts?

7 Don’t they blaspheme the honourable
name by which you are called?

8 However, if you fulfil the royal law ac-
cording to the Scripture, “You shall love
your neighbour as yourself,”* you do well.

9 But if you show partiality, you commit
sin, being convictedby the lawas transgres-
sors.

† 1:1: “Christ” means “Anointed One”. ‡ 1:2: The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be

correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” § 1:21: or, preserve your life. † 2:2: or, meeting * 2:8:
Leviticus 19:18
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10 For whoever keeps the whole law, and
yet stumbles in one point, he has become
guilty of all.

11 For he who said, “Do not commit adul-
tery,”* also said, “Do not commit murder.”*
Now if you do not commit adultery but do
murder, you have become a transgressor of
the law.

12 So speak and so do as men who are to
be judged by the law of freedom.

13For judgement is without mercy to him
who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs
over judgement.

14What good is it, my brothers, if a man
says he has faith, but has no works? Can
faith save him?

15And if a brother or sister is naked and
in lack of daily food,

16and one of you tells them, “Go in peace.
Be warmed and filled;” yet you didn’t give
them the things the body needs, what good
is it?

17Even so faith, if it has noworks, is dead
in itself.

18Yes, amanwill say, “Youhave faith, and
I have works.” Showme your faith without
works, and I will show you my faith by my
works.

19Youbelieve thatGod is one. Youdowell.
The demons also believe—and shudder.

20 But do you want to know, vain man,
that faith apart fromworks is dead?

21Wasn’t Abrahamour father justified by
works, in that he offered up Isaac his son on
the altar?

22 You see that faith worked with his
works, and by works faith was perfected.

23 So the Scripture was fulfilled which
says, “Abraham believed God, and it was
accounted to him as righteousness,”* and
he was called the friend of God.

24 You see then that by works a man is
justified, and not only by faith.

25 In the same way, wasn’t Rahab the
prostitute also justified by works when she
received themessengers and sent them out
another way?

26 For as the body apart from the spirit
is dead, even so faith apart from works is
dead.

3
1 Let not many of you be teachers, my

brothers, knowing that we will receive
heavier judgement.

2For we all stumble in many things. Any-
one who doesn’t stumble in word is a per-
fect person, able to bridle the whole body
also.

3 Indeed, we put bits into the horses’
mouths so that they may obey us, and we
guide their whole body.

4Behold,† the ships also, though they are
so big and are driven by fierce winds, are
yet guided by a very small rudder, wher-
ever the pilot desires.

5So the tongue is also a littlemember, and
boasts great things. Seehowa small fire can
spread to a large forest!

6And the tongue is a fire. Theworld of in-
iquity amongst our members is the tongue,
which defiles the whole body, and sets on
fire the course of nature, and is set on fire
by Gehenna.‡

7For every kind of animal, bird, creeping
thing, and sea creature is tamed, and has
been tamed bymankind;

8 but nobody can tame the tongue. It is a
restless evil, full of deadly poison.

9With itwe bless our God and Father, and
with it we curse men who are made in the
image of God.

10Out of the same mouth comes blessing
and cursing. My brothers, these things
ought not to be so.

11 Does a spring send out from the same
opening fresh and bitter water?

12Can a fig tree, my brothers, yield olives,
or a vine figs? Thus no spring yields both
salt water and fresh water.

13 Who is wise and understanding
amongst you? Let him show by his
good conduct that his deeds are done in
gentleness of wisdom.

14But if you have bitter jealousy and self-
ish ambition in your heart, don’t boast and
don’t lie against the truth.

15 This wisdom is not that which comes
down from above, but is earthly, sensual,
and demonic.

16 For where jealousy and selfish ambi-
tion are, there is confusion and every evil
deed.

17 But the wisdom that is from above is
first pure, then peaceful, gentle, reason-
able, full of mercy and good fruits, without
partiality, and without hypocrisy.

18Now the fruit of righteousness is sown
in peace by those whomake peace.

4
1 Where do wars and fightings amongst

you come from? Don’t they come fromyour
pleasures that war in yourmembers?

* 2:11: Exodus 20:14; Deuteronomy 5:18 * 2:11: Exodus 20:13; Deuteronomy 5:17 * 2:23: Genesis 15:6 † 3:4:
“Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection. ‡ 3:6: or,
Hell
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2 You lust, and don’t have. You murder
and covet, and can’t obtain. You fight and
make war. You don’t have, because you
don’t ask.

3 You ask, and don’t receive, because you
ask with wrong motives, so that you may
spend it on your pleasures.

4 You adulterers and adulteresses, don’t
you know that friendship with the world is
hostility towards God? Whoever therefore
wants to be a friend of the world makes
himself an enemy of God.

5 Or do you think that the Scripture says
in vain, “The Spirit who lives in us yearns
jealously”?

6 But he gives more grace. Therefore it
says, “God resists the proud, but gives grace
to the humble.”*

7 Be subject therefore to God. Resist the
devil, and he will flee from you.

8Drawnear toGod, andhewill drawnear
to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners.
Purify your hearts, you double-minded.

9 Lament, mourn, and weep. Let your
laughter be turned to mourning and your
joy to gloom.

10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the
Lord, and he will exalt you.

11Don’t speak against one another, broth-
ers. He who speaks against a brother and
judges his brother, speaks against the law
and judges the law. But if you judge the law,
you are not a doer of the law but a judge.

12 Only one is the lawgiver, who is able
to save and to destroy. But who are you to
judge another?

13 Come now, you who say, “Today or
tomorrow let’s go into this city and spend a
year there, trade, andmake a profit.”

14 Yet you don’t know what your life will
be like tomorrow. Forwhat is your life? For
you are a vapour that appears for a little
time and then vanishes away.

15 For you ought to say, “If the Lord wills,
we will both live, and do this or that.”

16But now you glory in your boasting. All
such boasting is evil.

17Tohim thereforewhoknows to do good
and doesn’t do it, to him it is sin.

5
1Come now, you rich, weep and howl for

yourmiseries that are coming on you.
2Your riches are corrupted and your gar-

ments are moth-eaten.
3 Your gold and your silver are corroded,

and their corrosion will be for a testimony
against you and will eat your flesh like fire.

You have laid up your treasure in the last
days.

4Behold, the wages of the labourers who
mowed your fields, which you have kept
backby fraud, cry out; and the cries of those
who reaped have entered into the ears of
the Lord of Armies.†

5 You have lived in luxury on the earth,
and taken your pleasure. You have nour-
ished your hearts as in a day of slaughter.

6 You have condemned and you have
murdered the righteous one. He doesn’t
resist you.

7Be patient therefore, brothers, until the
coming of the Lord. Behold, the farmer
waits for the precious fruit of the earth,
being patient over it, until it receives the
early and late rain.

8 You also be patient. Establish your
hearts, for the comingof theLord is at hand.

9Don’t grumble, brothers, against one an-
other, so that you won’t be judged. Behold,
the judge stands at the door.

10 Take, brothers, for an example of suf-
fering and of perseverance, the prophets
who spoke in the name of the Lord.

11 Behold, we call them blessed who en-
dured. You have heard of the perseverance
of Job and have seen the Lord in the out-
come, and how the Lord is full of compas-
sion andmercy.

12But above all things, my brothers, don’t
swear—not byheaven, or by the earth, or by
any other oath; but let your “yes” be “yes”,
and your “no”, “no”, so that you don’t fall
into hypocrisy.‡

13 Is any amongst you suffering? Let him
pray. Is any cheerful? Let him sing praises.

14 Is any amongst you sick? Let him call
for the elders of the assembly, and let them
pray over him, anointing himwith oil in the
name of the Lord;

15 and the prayer of faith will heal him
who is sick, and the Lord will raise him
up. If he has committed sins, he will be
forgiven.

16 Confess your sins to one another and
pray for one another, that you may be
healed. The insistent prayer of a righteous
person is powerfully effective.

17 Elijah was a man with a nature like
ours, and he prayed earnestly that it might
not rain, and it didn’t rain on the earth for
three years and six months.

18He prayed again, and the sky gave rain,
and the earth produced its fruit.

19 Brothers, if any amongst you wanders
from the truth and someone turns him
back,

* 4:6: Proverbs 3:34 † 5:4: Greek: Sabaoth (or Hebrew: Tze’va’ot) ‡ 5:12: TR reads “under judgement” instead
of “into hypocrisy”
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20 let himknowthathewho turnsa sinner
from the error of his way will save a soul
from death and will cover a multitude of
sins.
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Peter’s First Letter
1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ,† to the

chosen ones who are living as foreigners in
the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappado-
cia, Asia, and Bithynia,

2 according to the foreknowledge of God
the Father, in sanctification of the Spirit,
that youmayobey JesusChrist andbe sprin-
kledwith his blood: Grace to you and peace
bemultiplied.

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who according to his
great mercy caused us to be born again to
a living hope through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead,

4 to an incorruptible and undefiled inher-
itance that doesn’t fade away, reserved in
Heaven for you,

5 who by the power of God are guarded
through faith for a salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time.

6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now
for a little while, if need be, you have been
grieved in various trials,

7 that the proof of your faith, which is
moreprecious thangold that perishes, even
though it is tested by fire, may be found to
result in praise, glory, and honour at the
revelation of Jesus Christ—

8whom, not having known, you love. In
him, though now you don’t see him, yet
believing, you rejoice greatly with joy that
is unspeakable and full of glory,

9 receiving the result of your faith, the
salvation of your souls.

10Concerning this salvation, the prophets
sought and searched diligently. They
prophesied of the grace that would come
to you,

11 searching for who or what kind of
time the Spirit of Christ which was in them
pointed towhenhepredicted the sufferings
of Christ and the glories that would follow
them.

12 To them it was revealed that they
served not themselves, but you, in these
things, which nowhave been announced to
you through those who preached the Good
News to youby theHoly Spirit sent out from
heaven; which things angels desire to look
into.

13 Therefore prepare your minds for ac-
tion.‡ Be sober, and set your hope fully on
the grace that will be brought to you at the
revelation of Jesus Christ—

14 as children of obedience, not conform-
ing yourselves according to your former
lusts as in your ignorance,

15 but just as he who called you is holy,
you yourselves also be holy in all of your
behaviour,

16because it is written, “You shall be holy,
for I am holy.”*

17 If you call on him as Father, who with-
out respect of persons judges according to
each man’s work, pass the time of your
living as foreigners here in reverent fear,

18 knowing that you were redeemed, not
with corruptible things like silver or gold,
from the useless way of life handed down
from your fathers,

19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb
without blemish or spot, the blood of Christ,

20who was foreknown indeed before the
foundation of the world, but was revealed
in this last age for your sake,

21who through him are believers in God,
whoraisedhimfromthedeadandgavehim
glory, so that your faith and hope might be
in God.

22 Seeing you have purified your souls
in your obedience to the truth through the
Spirit in sincere brotherly affection, love
one another from the heart fervently,

23 having been born again, not of cor-
ruptible seed, but of incorruptible, through
the word of God, which lives and remains
forever.

24For,
“All flesh is like grass,

and all of man’s glory like the flower in
the grass.

The grass withers, and its flower falls;
25 but the Lord’s word endures for-
ever.”*

This is theword of GoodNewswhichwas
preached to you.

2
1 Putting away therefore all wickedness,

all deceit, hypocrisies, envies, and all evil
speaking,

2 as newborn babies, long for the pure
spiritual milk, that with it youmay grow,

3 if indeed youhave tasted that theLord is
gracious.

4 Come to him, a living stone, rejected in-
deed bymen, but chosen by God, precious.

5 You also as living stones are built up as
a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood,
to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to
God through Jesus Christ.

6Because it is contained in Scripture,
† 1:1: “Christ” means “Anointed One”. ‡ 1:13: literally, “gird up the waist of your mind” or “put on the belt of the

waist of your mind” * 1:16: Leviticus 11:44-45 * 1:25: Isaiah 40:6-8 † 2:6: “Behold”, from ”הִנֵּ͏ה“ or “ἰδοὺ”,
means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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“Behold,† I lay in Zion a chief cornerstone,
chosen and precious.

He who believes in him will not be dis-
appointed.”*

7 For you who believe therefore is the
honour, but for those who are disobedient,
“The stone which the builders rejected

has become the chief cornerstone,”*
8and,

“a stumbling stone and a rock of offence.”*
For they stumble at the word, being

disobedient, to which also they were ap-
pointed.

9But you are a chosen race, a royal priest-
hood, a holy nation, a people for God’s
own possession, that youmay proclaim the
excellence of him who called you out of
darkness into his marvellous light.

10 In the past, you were not a people,
but now are God’s people, who had not
obtained mercy, but now have obtained
mercy.

11 Beloved, I beg you as foreigners and
pilgrims to abstain fromfleshly lusts which
war against the soul,

12havinggoodbehaviouramongst thena-
tions, so in that of which they speak against
you as evildoers, they may see your good
works and glorify God in the day of visita-
tion.

13 Therefore subject yourselves to ev-
ery ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake:
whether to the king, as supreme,

14 or to governors, as sent by him for
vengeance on evildoers and for praise to
those who do well.

15 For this is the will of God, that by well-
doing you should put to silence the igno-
rance of foolishmen.

16 Live as free people, yet not using your
freedom for a cloak of wickedness, but as
bondservants of God.

17Honour allmen. Love thebrotherhood.
Fear God. Honour the king.

18 Servants, be in subjection to your mas-
ters with all respect, not only to the good
and gentle, but also to the wicked.

19 For it is commendable if someone en-
dures pain, suffering unjustly, because of
conscience towards God.

20Forwhat glory is it if, whenyou sin, you
patiently endure beating? But if when you
dowell, youpatiently endure suffering, this
is commendable with God.

21 For you were called to this, because
Christ also suffered for us, leaving you‡ an
example, that you should follow his steps,

22 who didn’t sin, “neither was deceit
found in his mouth.”*

23 When he was cursed, he didn’t curse
back. When he suffered, he didn’t threaten,
but committed himself to him who judges
righteously.

24He himself bore our sins in his body on
the tree, that we, having died to sins, might
live to righteousness. You were healed by
his wounds.§

25 For you were going astray like sheep;
but nowyouhave returned to the Shepherd
and Overseer† of your souls.

3
1 In the same way, wives, be in subjec-

tion to your own husbands, so that, even if
any don’t obey the Word, they may be won
by the behaviour of their wives without a
word,

2 seeing your pure behaviour in fear.
3 Let your beauty come not from the out-

ward adorning of braiding your hair, and
of wearing gold ornaments or of putting on
fine clothing,

4but from the hidden person of the heart,
in the incorruptible adornment of a gentle
and quiet spirit, which is very precious in
God’s sight.

5 For this is how in the past the holy
women who hoped in God also adorned
themselves, being in subjection to their
own husbands.

6 So Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him
lord, whose children you now are if you do
well and are not put in fear by any terror.

7 You husbands, in the same way, live
with your wives according to knowledge,
giving honour to the woman as to the
weaker vessel, as also being joint heirs of
the grace of life, that your prayers may not
be hindered.

8 Finally, all of you be like-minded,
compassionate, loving as brothers, tender-
hearted, courteous,

9 not rendering evil for evil or insult for
insult; but instead blessing, knowing that
youwere called to this, that youmay inherit
a blessing.

10For,
“Hewhowould love life

and see good days,
let him keep his tongue from evil

and his lips from speaking deceit.
11Let him turn away from evil and do good.

Let him seek peace and pursue it.
12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righ-

teous,
* 2:6: Isaiah 28:16 * 2:7: Psalms 118:22 * 2:8: Isaiah 8:14 ‡ 2:21: TR reads “us” instead of “you” * 2:22:

Isaiah 53:9 § 2:24: or, stripes † 2:25: “Overseer” is from the Greek ἐπίσκοπον, which can mean overseer, curator,

guardian, or superintendent. * 3:12: Psalms 34:12-16
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and his ears open to their prayer;
but the face of the Lord is against those
who do evil.”*

13Nowwho will harm you if you become
imitators of that which is good?

14 But even if you should suffer for righ-
teousness’ sake, youareblessed. “Don’t fear
what they fear, neither be troubled.”*

15 But sanctify the Lord God in your
hearts. Always be ready to give an answer
toeveryonewhoasksyouareasonconcern-
ing the hope that is in you, with humility
and fear,

16 having a good conscience. Thus, while
you are spoken against as evildoers, they
may be disappointed who curse your good
way of life in Christ.

17For it is better, if it is God’swill, that you
suffer for doingwhat is right than for doing
evil.

18 Because Christ also suffered for sins
once, the righteous for the unrighteous,
that he might bring you to God, being put
to death in the flesh, but made alive in the
Spirit,

19 in whom he also went and preached to
the spirits in prison,

20 who before were disobedient when
God waited patiently in the days of Noah
while the ship was being built. In it, few,
that is, eight souls, were saved through wa-
ter.

21 This is a symbol of baptism, which
now saves you—not the putting away of
the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a
good conscience towards God—through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ,

22who is at the right hand of God, having
gone into heaven, angels and authorities
and powers beingmade subject to him.

4
1Therefore, since Christ suffered for us in

theflesh, armyourselvesalsowith the same
mind; for he who has suffered in the flesh
has ceased from sin,

2 that you no longer should live the rest of
your time in the flesh for the lusts of men,
but for the will of God.

3 For we have spent enough of our past
time doing the desire of the Gentiles, and
having walked in lewdness, lusts, drunken
binges, orgies, carousings, and abominable
idolatries.

4 They think it is strange that you don’t
run with them into the same excess of riot,
speaking evil of you.

5 They will give account to him who is
ready to judge the living and the dead.

6 For to this end the Good News was
preached even to the dead, that they might
be judged indeed as men in the flesh, but
live as to God in the spirit.

7 But the end of all things is near. There-
fore be of sound mind, self-controlled, and
sober in prayer.

8And above all things be earnest in your
love amongst yourselves, for love covers a
multitude of sins.

9 Be hospitable to one another without
grumbling.

10As each has received a gift, employ it in
serving one another, as good managers of
the grace of God in its various forms.

11 If anyone speaks, let it be as it were the
verywordsofGod. If anyone serves, let it be
as of the strength which God supplies, that
in all things God may be glorified through
Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and
the dominion forever and ever. Amen.

12Beloved, don’t beastonishedat thefiery
trial which has come upon you to test you,
as though a strange thing happened to you.

13 But because you are partakers of
Christ’s sufferings, rejoice, that at the
revelation of his glory you also may rejoice
with exceeding joy.

14 If you are insulted for the name of
Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit
of glory and of God rests on you. On their
part he is blasphemed, but on your part he
is glorified.

15 But let none of you suffer as a mur-
derer, or a thief, or an evil doer, or a med-
dler in other men’s matters.

16 But if one of you suffers for being a
Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let
him glorify God in this matter.

17For the time has come for judgement to
beginwith thehouseholdofGod. If it begins
firstwith us, whatwill happen to thosewho
don’t obey the Good News of God?

18 “If it is hard for the righteous to be
saved, whatwill happen to the ungodly and
the sinner?”*

19 Therefore let them also who suffer ac-
cording to the will of God in doing good
entrust their souls to him, as to a faithful
Creator.

5
1 Therefore I exhort the elders amongst

you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the
sufferings of Christ, andwhowill also share
in the glory that will be revealed:

2 shepherd the flock of God which is
amongst you, exercising the oversight, not
under compulsion, but voluntarily; not for
dishonest gain, but willingly;

* 3:14: Isaiah 8:12 * 4:18: Proverbs 11:31
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3not as lording it over those entrusted to
you, butmakingyourselves examples to the
flock.

4 When the chief Shepherd is revealed,
you will receive the crown of glory that
doesn’t fade away.

5 Likewise, you younger ones, be subject
to the elder. Yes, all of you clothe yourselves
with humility and subject yourselves to one
another; for “God resists the proud, but
gives grace to the humble.”*

6Humble yourselves therefore under the
mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you
in due time,

7casting all yourworries onhim, because
he cares for you.

8 Be sober and self-controlled. Be watch-
ful. Your adversary, thedevil, walks around
like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may
devour.

9 Withstand him steadfast in your faith,
knowing that your brothers who are in the
world are undergoing the same sufferings.

10Butmay theGodof all grace,who called
you tohis eternal glorybyChrist Jesus, after
you have suffered a little while, perfect,
establish, strengthen, and settle you.

11 To him be the glory and the power
forever and ever. Amen.

12Through Silvanus, our faithful brother,
as I consider him, I have written to you
briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is
the true grace of God in which you stand.

13She who is in Babylon, chosen together
with you, greets you. So doesMark, my son.

14Greet one another with a kiss of love.
Peace be to all of you who are in Christ

Jesus. Amen.

* 5:5: Proverbs 3:34
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Peter’s Second Letter
1 Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of

Jesus Christ,† to those who have obtained a
like precious faith with us in the righteous-
ness of our God and Saviour, Jesus Christ:

2Grace to you and peace be multiplied in
theknowledgeofGodandof Jesus ourLord,

3seeing that his divinepowerhas granted
to us all things that pertain to life and god-
liness, through the knowledge of him who
called us by his own glory and virtue,

4 by which he has granted to us his pre-
cious and exceedingly great promises; that
through theseyoumaybecomepartakersof
the divine nature, having escaped from the
corruption that is in the world by lust.

5 Yes, and for this very cause adding on
your part all diligence, in your faith supply
moral excellence; and in moral excellence,
knowledge;

6 and in knowledge, self-control; and in
self-control, perseverance; and inpersever-
ance, godliness;

7 and in godliness, brotherly affection;
and in brotherly affection, love.

8For if these thingsareyoursandabound,
theymake you to not be idle or unfruitful in
the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

9 For he who lacks these things is blind,
seeing only what is near, having forgotten
the cleansing from his old sins.

10 Therefore, brothers,‡ be more diligent
to make your calling and election sure. For
if you do these things, you will never stum-
ble.

11 For thus you will be richly supplied
with the entrance into the eternal Kingdom
of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

12 Therefore I will not be negligent to re-
mind you of these things, though you know
them and are established in the present
truth.

13 I think it right, as long as I am in this
tent, to stir you up by reminding you,

14 knowing that the putting off of my tent
comes swiftly, even as our Lord Jesus Christ
made clear to me.

15 Yes, I will make every effort that you
may always be able to remember these
things even after my departure.

16For we didn’t follow cunningly devised
fables when we made known to you the
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,
but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.

17 For he received from God the Father
honour and glory when the voice came to
him from the Majestic Glory, “This is my
beloved Son, in whom I amwell pleased.”*

18Weheard this voice comeout of heaven
when we were with him on the holy moun-
tain.

19 We have the more sure word of
prophecy; and you do well that you heed
it as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until
the day dawns and the morning star arises
in your hearts,

20 knowing this first, that no prophecy of
Scripture is of private interpretation.

21 For no prophecy ever came by the will
of man, but holy men of God spoke, being
moved by the Holy Spirit.

2
1 But false prophets also arose amongst

the people, as false teachers will also be
amongst you, who will secretly bring in de-
structive heresies, denying even theMaster
who bought them, bringing on themselves
swift destruction.

2 Many will follow their immoral† ways,
and as a result, the way of the truth will be
maligned.

3 In covetousness they will exploit you
with deceptivewords: whose sentencenow
from of old doesn’t linger, and their de-
struction will not slumber.

4For if God didn’t spare angelswhen they
sinned, but cast them down to Tartarus,‡
and committed them to pits of darkness to
be reserved for judgement;

5 and didn’t spare the ancient world,
but preserved Noah with seven others,
a preacher of righteousness, when he
brought aflood on theworld of the ungodly,

6 and turning the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrah into ashes, condemned them to
destruction, havingmade theman example
to those whowould live in an ungodly way,

7 and delivered righteous Lot, who was
very distressed by the lustful life of the
wicked

8 (for that righteous man dwelling
amongst them was tormented in his
righteous soul from day to day with seeing
and hearing lawless deeds),

9 then the Lord knows how to deliver the
godly out of temptation and to keep the
unrighteous under punishment for the day
of judgement,

10 but chiefly those who walk after the
flesh in the lust of defilement and despise

† 1:1: “Christ” means “Anointed One”. ‡ 1:10: The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be

correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” * 1:17: Matthew 17:5; Mark 9:7; Luke 9:35 † 2:2: TR
reads “destructive” instead of “immoral” ‡ 2:4: Tartarus is another name for Hell
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authority. Daring, self-willed, they are not
afraid to speak evil of dignitaries,

11 whereas angels, though greater in
might and power, don’t bring a slanderous
judgement against them before the Lord.

12 But these, as unreasoning creatures,
born natural animals to be taken and de-
stroyed, speaking evil in matters about
which they are ignorant, will in their de-
stroying surely be destroyed,

13 receiving the wages of unrighteous-
ness; people who count it pleasure to revel
in the daytime, spots and defects, revelling
in their deceit while they feast with you;

14 having eyes full of adultery, and who
can’t cease from sin, enticing unsettled
souls, having a heart trained in greed, ac-
cursed children!

15 Forsaking the right way, they went
astray, having followed the way of Balaam
the son of Beor, who loved the wages of
wrongdoing;

16but hewas rebuked for his own disobe-
dience. A speechless donkey spoke with a
man’s voice and stopped themadness of the
prophet.

17 These are wells without water, clouds
driven by a storm, for whom the blackness
of darkness has been reserved forever.

18 For, uttering great swelling words of
emptiness, they entice in the lusts of the
flesh, by licentiousness, those who are in-
deed escaping from thosewho live in error;

19 promising them liberty, while they
themselves are bondservants of corrup-
tion; for a man is brought into bondage by
whoever overcomes him.

20 For if, after they have escaped the de-
filement of the world through the knowl-
edge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
they are again entangled in it and over-
come, the last state has become worse for
them than the first.

21 For it would be better for them not to
have known theway of righteousness, than
after knowing it, to turn back from the holy
commandment delivered to them.

22But it has happened to them according
to the true proverb, “The dog turns to his
own vomit again,”* and “the sow that has
washed to wallowing in themire.”

3
1 This is now, beloved, the second letter

that I have written to you; and in both of
them I stir up your sinceremindby remind-
ing you

2 that you should remember the words
which were spoken before by the holy

prophets and the commandment of us, the
apostles of the Lord and Saviour,

3 knowing this first, that in the last days
mockerswill come, walking after their own
lusts

4and saying, “Where is the promise of his
coming? For, from the day that the fathers
fell asleep, all things continue as they were
from the beginning of the creation.”

5 For they wilfully forget that there were
heavens from of old, and an earth formed
out of water and amidwater by theword of
God,

6 by which means the world that existed
then, being overflowed with water, per-
ished.

7 But the heavens that exist now and the
earth, by the same word have been stored
up forfire, being reservedagainst thedayof
judgementanddestructionofungodlymen.

8But don’t forget this one thing, beloved,
that one day is with the Lord as a thousand
years, and a thousand years as one day.

9 The Lord is not slow concerning his
promise, as some count slowness; but he
is patient with us, not wishing that anyone
should perish, but that all should come to
repentance.

10 But the day of the Lord will come as a
thief in the night, in which the heavens will
pass away with a great noise, and the ele-
ments will be dissolved with fervent heat;
and the earth and the works that are in it
will be burnt up.

11 Therefore, since all these things will
be destroyed like this, what kind of people
ought you to be in holy living and godliness,

12 looking for and earnestly desiring the
coming of the day of God, which will cause
the burning heavens to be dissolved, and
the elements will melt with fervent heat?

13 But, according to his promise, we look
for new heavens and a new earth, in which
righteousness dwells.

14 Therefore, beloved, seeing that you
look for these things, be diligent to be found
in peace, without defect and blameless in
his sight.

15Regard the patience of our Lord as sal-
vation; even as our beloved brother Paul
also, according to the wisdom given to him,
wrote to you,

16 as also in all of his letters, speaking in
them of these things. In those, there are
some things that are hard to understand,
which the ignorant and unsettled twist, as
they also do to the other Scriptures, to their
own destruction.

17 You therefore, beloved, knowing these
things beforehand, beware, lest being car-

* 2:22: Proverbs 26:11
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ried awaywith the error of the wicked, you
fall from your own steadfastness.

18But grow in the grace andknowledge of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him
be the glory both now and forever. Amen.
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John’s First Letter
1Thatwhichwas fromthebeginning, that

which we have heard, that which we have
seen with our eyes, that which we saw, and
our hands touched, concerning theWord of
life

2 (and the life was revealed, and we have
seen, and testify, and declare to you the life,
the eternal life, which was with the Father,
and was revealed to us);

3 that which we have seen and heard we
declare to you, that you also may have fel-
lowship with us. Yes, and our fellowship
is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus
Christ.†

4 And we write these things to you, that
our joymay be fulfilled.

5 This is the message which we have
heard from him and announce to you, that
God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.

6 If we say that we have fellowship with
him and walk in the darkness, we lie and
don’t tell the truth.

7 But if we walk in the light as he is in
the light, we have fellowship with one an-
other, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son,
cleanses us from all sin.

8 Ifwe say thatwehaveno sin,wedeceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful
and righteous to forgive us the sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

10 If we say that we haven’t sinned, we
make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

2
1My little children, I write these things to

you so that you may not sin. If anyone sins,
wehave aCounsellor†with the Father, Jesus
Christ, the righteous.

2 And he is the atoning sacrifice‡ for our
sins, and not for ours only, but also for the
whole world.

3This is howwe know that we know him:
if we keep his commandments.

4Onewho says, “I knowhim,” anddoesn’t
keep his commandments, is a liar, and the
truth isn’t in him.

5 But God’s love has most certainly been
perfected in whoever keeps his word. This
is howwe know that we are in him:

6 he who says he remains in him ought
himself also to walk just like he walked.

7Brothers, I write no new commandment
toyou, butanoldcommandmentwhichyou

had from the beginning. The old command-
ment is thewordwhich you heard from the
beginning.

8 Again, I write a new commandment to
you, which is true in him and in you, be-
cause the darkness is passing away and the
true light already shines.

9He who says he is in the light and hates
his brother is in the darkness even until
now.

10Hewho loveshisbrother remains in the
light, and there is no occasion for stumbling
in him.

11 But he who hates his brother is in the
darkness, and walks in the darkness, and
doesn’t knowwherehe is going, because the
darkness has blinded his eyes.

12 I write to you, little children, because
your sins are forgiven you for his name’s
sake.

13 I write to you, fathers, because you
know himwho is from the beginning.
I write to you, young men, because you

have overcome the evil one.
I write to you, little children, because you

know the Father.
14 I have written to you, fathers, because

you know himwho is from the beginning.
I have written to you, young men, be-

cause you are strong, and the word of God
remains in you, and youhave overcome the
evil one.

15Don’t love the world or the things that
are in the world. If anyone loves the world,
the Father’s love isn’t in him.

16 For all that is in the world—the lust of
the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride
of life—isn’t the Father’s, but is the world’s.

17Theworld is passingawaywith its lusts,
but hewho does God’swill remains forever.

18Little children, these are the end times,
and as you heard that the Antichrist is
coming, even now many antichrists have
arisen. By this we know that it is the final
hour.

19 They went out from us, but they didn’t
belong to us; for if they had belonged to us,
they would have continued with us. But
they left, that they might be revealed that
none of them belong to us.

20 You have an anointing from the Holy
One, and you all have knowledge.§

21 I have not written to you because you
don’t know the truth, but becauseyouknow
it, and because no lie is of the truth.

† 1:3: “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 2:1: Greek παρακλητον: Counsellor, Helper, Intercessor, Advocate, and
Comforter. ‡ 2:2: “atoning sacrifice” is from the Greek “ιλασμος”, an appeasing, propitiating, or the means of

appeasement or propitiation—the sacrifice that turns away God’s wrath because of our sin. § 2:20: Or, “knowwhat
is true”, or, “know all things”
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22Who is the liar but he who denies that
Jesus is the Christ? This is the Antichrist, he
who denies the Father and the Son.

23 Whoever denies the Son doesn’t have
the Father. He who confesses the Son has
the Father also.†

24Therefore, as for you, let that remain in
you which you heard from the beginning.
If that which you heard from the beginning
remains in you, you also will remain in the
Son, and in the Father.

25This is the promise which he promised
us, the eternal life.

26These things I have written to you con-
cerning those whowould lead you astray.

27 As for you, the anointing which you
received from him remains in you, and you
don’t need for anyone to teach you. But
as his anointing teaches you concerning all
things, and is true, and is no lie, and even as
it taught you, you will remain in him.

28Now, little children, remain inhim, that
when he appears, we may have boldness
and not be ashamed before him at his com-
ing.

29 If you know that he is righteous, you
know that everyone who practices righ-
teousness has been born of him.

3
1Seehowgreata love theFatherhasgiven

to us, that we should be called children of
God! For this cause the world doesn’t know
us, because it didn’t know him.

2Beloved, now we are children of God. It
is not yet revealed what we will be; but we
know that when he is revealed, we will be
like him, for we will see him just as he is.

3 Everyone who has this hope set on him
purifies himself, even as he is pure.

4 Everyone who sins also commits law-
lessness. Sin is lawlessness.

5 You know that he was revealed to take
away our sins, and no sin is in him.

6 Whoever remains in him doesn’t sin.
Whoever sins hasn’t seen him and doesn’t
know him.

7 Little children, let no one lead you
astray. He who does righteousness is righ-
teous, even as he is righteous.

8He who sins is of the devil, for the devil
has been sinning from the beginning. To
this end the Son of God was revealed: that
hemight destroy the works of the devil.

9Whoever is born of God doesn’t commit
sin, becausehis seedremains inhim, andhe
can’t sin, because he is born of God.

10 In this the children ofGod are revealed,
and the children of the devil. Whoever

doesn’t do righteousness is not of God, nei-
ther is he who doesn’t love his brother.

11For this is themessagewhichyouheard
fromthebeginning, thatweshould loveone
another—

12 unlike Cain, who was of the evil one
and killed his brother. Why did he kill
him? Because his deeds were evil, and his
brother’s righteous.

13Don’t be surprised, my brothers, if the
world hates you.

14 We know that we have passed out of
death into life, because we love the broth-
ers. He who doesn’t love his brother re-
mains in death.

15 Whoever hates his brother is a mur-
derer, and you know that no murderer has
eternal life remaining in him.

16 By this we know love, because he laid
down his life for us. And we ought to lay
down our lives for the brothers.

17But whoever has theworld’s goods and
sees his brother in need, then closes his
heart of compassion against him, how does
God’s love remain in him?

18My little children, let’s not love inword
only, or with the tongue only, but in deed
and truth.

19And by this we know that we are of the
truth and persuade our hearts before him,

20because if our heart condemns us, God
is greater than our heart, and knows all
things.

21 Beloved, if our hearts don’t condemn
us, we have boldness towards God;

22 so whatever we ask, we receive from
him, because we keep his commandments
and do the things that are pleasing in his
sight.

23 This is his commandment, that we
should believe in the name of his Son, Jesus
Christ, and love one another, even as he
commanded.

24 He who keeps his commandments re-
mains in him, and he in him. By this we
know that he remains in us, by the Spirit
which he gave us.

4
1 Beloved, don’t believe every spirit, but

test the spirits, whether they are of God,
becausemany false prophets have gone out
into the world.

2By this youknow theSpirit ofGod: every
spirit who confesses that Jesus Christ has
come in the flesh is of God,

3 and every spirit who doesn’t confess
that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is
not of God; and this is the spirit of the

† 2:23: MT omits: He who confesses the Son has the Father also.
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Antichrist, of whom you have heard that it
comes. Now it is in the world already.

4You are of God, little children, and have
overcome them, because greater is he who
is in you than he who is in the world.

5 They are of the world. Therefore they
speak of the world, and the world hears
them.

6 We are of God. He who knows God
listens to us. He who is not of God doesn’t
listen to us. By this we know the spirit of
truth, and the spirit of error.

7 Beloved, let’s love one another, for love
is of God; and everyonewho loves has been
born of God and knows God.

8He who doesn’t love doesn’t know God,
for God is love.

9 By this God’s love was revealed in us,
thatGodhas sent his onlyborn† Son into the
world that wemight live through him.

10 In this is love, not that we loved God,
but that he loved us, and sent his Son as the
atoning sacrifice‡ for our sins.

11Beloved, if God loved us in this way, we
also ought to love one another.

12No one has seen God at any time. If we
love one another, God remains in us, and
his love has been perfected in us.

13By this we know that we remain in him
and he in us, because he has given us of his
Spirit.

14Wehaveseenand testify that theFather
has sent the Son as the Saviour of theworld.

15Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son
of God, God remains in him, and he in God.

16 We know and have believed the love
which God has for us. God is love, and he
who remains in love remains in God, and
God remains in him.

17 In this, love has been made perfect
amongst us, that we may have boldness in
the day of judgement, because as he is, even
so we are in this world.

18 There is no fear in love; but perfect
love casts out fear, because fear has punish-
ment. He who fears is not made perfect in
love.

19We lovehim,§ because hefirst lovedus.
20 If amansays, “I loveGod,” andhateshis

brother, he is a liar; for he who doesn’t love
his brother whom he has seen, how can he
love Godwhom he has not seen?

21This commandmentwehave fromhim,
that he who loves God should also love his
brother.

5
1Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ

has been born of God. Whoever loves the
Father also loves the child who is born of
him.

2 By this we know that we love the chil-
drenofGod,whenwe loveGodandkeephis
commandments.

3 For this is loving God, that we keep his
commandments. His commandments are
not grievous.

4 For whatever is born of God overcomes
the world. This is the victory that has over-
come the world: your faith.

5Who ishewhoovercomes theworld, but
hewhobelieves that Jesus is the SonofGod?

6This is hewho camebywater and blood,
Jesus Christ; not with the water only, but
with thewater and the blood. It is the Spirit
who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth.

7For there are three who testify:†
8 the Spirit, the water, and the blood; and

the three agree as one.
9 If we receive the witness of men, the

witness of God is greater; for this is God’s
testimony which he has testified concern-
ing his Son.

10He who believes in the Son of God has
the testimony in himself. He who doesn’t
believeGodhasmadehima liar, because he
has not believed in the testimony that God
has given concerning his Son.

11 The testimony is this: that God gave to
us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.

12Hewhohas the Sonhas the life. Hewho
doesn’t haveGod’s Sondoesn’t have the life.

13These things I have written to you who
believe in the name of the Son of God, that
you may know that you have eternal life,
and that youmay continue to believe in the
name of the Son of God.

14 This is the boldness which we have
towards him, that if we ask anything ac-
cording to his will, he listens to us.

15 And if we know that he listens to us,
whateverweask,weknow thatwehave the
petitions which we have asked of him.

16 If anyone sees his brother sinning a
sin not leading to death, he shall ask, and
God will give him life for those who sin not
leading to death. There is sin leading to
death. I don’t say that he should make a
request concerning this.

17All unrighteousness is sin, and there is
sin not leading to death.

† 4:9: The phrase “only born” is from the Greek word “μονογενη”, which is sometimes translated “only begotten” or
“one and only”. ‡ 4:10: “atoning sacrifice” is from the Greek “ιλασμος”, an appeasing, propitiating, or the means of

appeasement or propitiation—the sacrifice that turns away God’s wrath because of our sin. § 4:19: NU omits “him”.
† 5:7: Only a few recentmanuscripts add “in heaven: the Father, theWord, and the Holy Spirit; and these three are one.
And there are three that testify on earth:”
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18We know that whoever is born of God
doesn’t sin, but he who was born of God
keeps himself, and the evil one doesn’t
touch him.

19 We know that we are of God, and the
whole world lies in the power of the evil
one.

20We know that the Son of God has come
and has given us an understanding, thatwe
know him who is true; and we are in him
who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. This is
the true God and eternal life.

21 Little children, keep yourselves from
idols.
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John’s Second Letter
1 The elder, to the chosen lady and her

children, whom I love in truth, and not I
only, but also all those who know the truth,

2 for the truth’s sake,which remains inus,
and it will be with us forever:

3 Grace, mercy, and peace will be with
us, from God the Father and from the Lord
Jesus Christ,† the Son of the Father, in truth
and love.

4 I rejoice greatly that I have found some
of your children walking in truth, even as
we have been commanded by the Father.

5Now I beg you, dear lady, not as though I
wrote to youanewcommandment, but that
which we had from the beginning, that we
love one another.

6 This is love, that we should walk ac-
cording to his commandments. This is the
commandment, evenas youheard from the
beginning, that you should walk in it.

7 For many deceivers have gone out into
the world, those who don’t confess that Je-
sus Christ came in the flesh. This is the
deceiver and the Antichrist.

8Watch yourselves, that we don’t lose the
things which we have accomplished, but
that we receive a full reward.

9 Whoever transgresses and doesn’t re-
main in the teaching of Christ doesn’t have
God. He who remains in the teaching has
both the Father and the Son.

10 If anyone comes to you and doesn’t
bring this teaching, don’t receive him into
your house, and don’t welcome him,

11 for he who welcomes him participates
in his evil deeds.

12 Having many things to write to you, I
don’t want to do so with paper and ink, but
I hope to come to you and to speak face to
face, that our joymay bemade full.

13The childrenof your chosen sister greet
you. Amen.

† 1:3: “Christ” means “Anointed One”.
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John’s Third Letter
1 The elder to Gaius the beloved, whom I

love in truth.
2Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in

all things and be healthy, even as your soul
prospers.

3 For I rejoiced greatly when brothers
cameand testifiedabout your truth, evenas
you walk in truth.

4 I have no greater joy than this: to hear
about my children walking in truth.

5Beloved, you do a faithful work inwhat-
ever you accomplish for those who are
brothers and strangers.

6 They have testified about your love be-
fore the assembly. You will do well to send
them forward on their journey in a way
worthy of God,

7 because for the sake of the Name they
went out, taking nothing from the Gentiles.

8We therefore ought to receive such, that
wemay be fellowworkers for the truth.

9 I wrote to the assembly, but Diotrephes,
who loves to be first amongst them, doesn’t
accept what we say.

10 Therefore, if I come, I will call atten-
tion to his deeds which he does, unjustly
accusinguswithwickedwords. Not content
with this, he doesn’t receive the brothers
himself, and those who would, he forbids
and throws out of the assembly.

11Beloved, don’t imitate thatwhich is evil,
but that which is good. Hewho does good is
of God. He who does evil hasn’t seen God.

12Demetrius has the testimony of all, and
of the truth itself; yes, we also testify, and
you know that our testimony is true.

13 I had many things to write to you, but
I am unwilling to write to you with ink and
pen;

14but I hope to see you soon. Thenwewill
speak face to face.
Peace be to you. The friends greet you.

Greet the friends by name.
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The Letter from Jude
1 Jude,† a servant of Jesus Christ,‡ and

brother of James, to those who are called,
sanctified by God the Father, and kept for
Jesus Christ:

2 May mercy, peace, and love be multi-
plied to you.

3Beloved, while I was very eager to write
to you about our common salvation, I was
constrained to write to you exhorting you
to contendearnestly for the faithwhichwas
once for all delivered to the saints.

4 For there are certain men who crept
in secretly, even those who were long ago
written about for this condemnation: un-
godlymen, turning thegraceofourGod into
indecency, and denying our only Master,
God, and Lord, Jesus Christ.

5Now I desire to remind you, though you
already know this, that the Lord, having
saved a people out of the land of Egypt,
afterward destroyed those who didn’t be-
lieve.

6 Angels who didn’t keep their first do-
main, but deserted their own dwelling
place, he has kept in everlasting bonds un-
der darkness for the judgement of the great
day.

7 Even as Sodom and Gomorrah and the
cities around them, having in the sameway
as these given themselves over to sexual
immoralityandgoneafter strangeflesh, are
shown as an example, suffering the punish-
ment of eternal fire.

8 Yet in the same way, these also in their
dreaming defile the flesh, despise author-
ity, and slander celestial beings.

9 But Michael, the archangel, when con-
tending with the devil and arguing about
the body of Moses, dared not bring against
him an abusive condemnation, but said,
“May the Lord rebuke you!”

10But these speak evil of whatever things
they don’t know. They are destroyed in
these things that they understand natu-
rally, like the creatures without reason.

11Woe to them! For they went in the way
of Cain, and ran riotously in the error of
Balaam for hire, and perished in Korah’s
rebellion.

12 These are hidden rocky reefs in your
love feasts when they feast with you, shep-
herds who without fear feed themselves;
clouds without water, carried along by
winds; autumn trees without fruit, twice
dead, plucked up by the roots;

13wildwaves of the sea, foamingout their
own shame;wandering stars, forwhom the
blackness of darkness has been reserved
forever.

14 About these also Enoch, the seventh
from Adam, prophesied, saying, “Behold,§
the Lord came with ten thousands of his
holy ones,

15 to execute judgement on all, and to
convict all the ungodly of all their works
of ungodliness which they have done in an
ungodly way, and of all the hard things
whichungodly sinners have spokenagainst
him.”

16 These are murmurers and complain-
ers, walking after their lusts—and their
mouth speaks proud things—showing re-
spect of persons to gain advantage.

17But you, beloved, remember the words
whichhavebeenspokenbeforeby theapos-
tles of our Lord Jesus Christ.

18They said to you, “In the last time there
will be mockers, walking after their own
ungodly lusts.”

19 These are those who cause divisions
and are sensual, not having the Spirit.

20 But you, beloved, keep building up
yourselves on yourmost holy faith, praying
in the Holy Spirit.

21 Keep yourselves in God’s love, looking
for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to
eternal life.

22 On some have compassion, making a
distinction,

23 and some save, snatching them out of
the fire with fear, hating even the clothing
stained by the flesh.

24Now to him who is able to keep them†

from stumbling, and to present you fault-
less before the presence of his glory in great
joy,

25 to God our Saviour, who alone is wise,
be glory andmajesty, dominion and power,
both now and forever. Amen.

† 1:1: or, Judah ‡ 1:1: “Christ” means “Anointed One”. § 1:14: “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice,
observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection. † 1:24: TR and NU read “you”
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The Revelation to John
1 This is the Revelation of Jesus Christ,†

whichGod gave him to show to his servants
the things which must happen soon, which
he sent andmadeknownbyhis angel‡ to his
servant, John,

2 who testified to God’s word and of the
testimony of Jesus Christ, about everything
that he saw.

3 Blessed is he who reads and those who
hear the words of the prophecy, and keep
the things that are written in it, for the time
is near.

4 John, to the seven assemblies that are
in Asia: Grace to you and peace from God,
who is and who was and who is to come;
and from the seven Spirits who are before
his throne;

5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful wit-
ness, thefirstborn of the dead, and the ruler
of the kings of the earth. To him who loves
us, and washed us from our sins by his
blood—

6 and he made us to be a Kingdom,
priests* tohisGodandFather—tohimbe the
glory and the dominion forever and ever.
Amen.

7 Behold,§ he is coming with the clouds,
and every eye will see him, including those
who pierced him. All the tribes of the earth
will mourn over him. Even so, Amen.

8“IamtheAlphaandtheOmega,†” says
the Lord God,‡ “who is and who was and
who is to come, the Almighty.”

9 I John, your brother and partner with
you in the oppression, Kingdom, and perse-
verance in Christ Jesus, was on the isle that
is called Patmos because of God’sWord and
the testimony of Jesus Christ.

10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day,
and I heard behind me a loud voice, like a
trumpet

11 saying,§ “What you see, write in
a book and send to the seven assem-
blies:† to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum,
Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and to
Laodicea.”

12 I turned to see the voice that spokewith
me. Having turned, I saw seven golden
lamp stands.

13And amongst the lamp stands was one
like a son of man,* clothed with a robe

reachingdown tohis feet, andwithagolden
sash around his chest.

14 His head and his hair were white as
white wool, like snow. His eyes were like a
flame of fire.

15His feet were like burnished brass, as if
it had been refined in a furnace. His voice
was like the voice of many waters.

16 He had seven stars in his right hand.
Out of his mouth proceeded a sharp two-
edged sword. His face was like the sun
shining at its brightest.

17When I saw him, I fell at his feet like a
deadman.
He laid his right hand on me, saying,

“Don’t be afraid. I am the first and the
last,

18 and the Living one. I was dead,
and behold, I am alive forever and ever.
Amen. I have the keys of Death and of
Hades.‡

19 Write therefore the things which
youhave seen, and the thingswhichare,
and the things which will happen here-
after.

20 The mystery of the seven stars
which you saw inmy right hand, and the
seven golden lamp stands is this: The
seven stars are the angels§ of the seven
assemblies. The seven lamp stands are
seven assemblies.

2
1 “To the angel of the assembly in Eph-

esus write:
“He who holds the seven stars in his

right hand, he who walks amongst the
seven golden lamp stands says these
things:

2 “I know your works, and your toil
and perseverance, and that you can’t
tolerate evilmen, and have tested those
who call themselves apostles, and they
are not, and found them false.

3You have perseverance and have en-
dured for my name’s sake, and have †

not grownweary.
4 But I have this against you, that you

left your first love.
5 Remember therefore from where

you have fallen, and repent and do the
first works; or else I am coming to you
swiftly, and will move your lamp stand
out of its place, unless you repent.

† 1:1: “Christ”means “AnointedOne”. ‡ 1:1: or,messenger (here andwherever angel ismentioned) * 1:6: Exodus

19:6; Isaiah 61:6 § 1:7: “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as

an interjection. † 1:8: TR adds “the Beginning and the End” ‡ 1:8: TR omits “God” § 1:11: TR adds “I am the

Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last.” † 1:11: TR adds “which are in Asia” * 1:13: Daniel 7:13 ‡ 1:18:

or, Hell § 1:20: or, messengers (here and wherever angels are mentioned) † 2:3: TR adds “have laboured and”
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6 But this you have, that you hate the
works of the Nicolaitans, which I also
hate.

7Hewho has an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit says to the assemblies. To him
who overcomes I will give to eat from
the tree of life, which is in the Paradise
ofmy God.

8 “To the angel of the assembly in
Smyrnawrite:
“The first and the last, who was dead,

and has come to life says these things:
9 “I know yourworks, oppression, and

your poverty (but you are rich), and the
blasphemy of those who say they are
Jews, and they are not, but are a syna-
gogue of Satan.

10 Don’t be afraid of the things which
you are about to suffer. Behold, the
devil is about to throw some of you into
prison, that you may be tested; and you
will have oppression for ten days. Be
faithful to death, and I will give you the
crown of life.

11Hewhohasanear, lethimhearwhat
the Spirit says to the assemblies. He
who overcomes won’t be harmed by the
second death.

12 “To the angel of the assembly in
Pergamumwrite:
“He who has the sharp two-edged

sword says these things:
13 “I know your works and where you

dwell, where Satan’s throne is. Youhold
firmly to my name, and didn’t deny my
faith in the days of Antipas my witness,
my faithful one,whowaskilledamongst
you, where Satan dwells.

14 But I have a few things against
you, because you have there some who
hold the teachingofBalaam,who taught
Balak to throwastumblingblockbefore
the children of Israel, to eat things sac-
rificed to idols, and to commit sexual
immorality.

15 So also you likewise have some who
hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans.‡

16Repent therefore, or else I am com-
ing to you quickly and I will make war
against them with the sword of my
mouth.

17Hewhohasanear, lethimhearwhat
the Spirit says to the assemblies. To
himwhoovercomes, to him Iwill give of
the hidden manna, § and I will give him
a white stone, and on the stone a new
name written which no one knows but
he who receives it.

18“To theangel of the assembly inThy-
atira write:
“The Son of God, who has his eyes like

a flame of fire, and his feet are like bur-
nished brass, says these things:

19“Iknowyourworks, your love, faith,
service, patient endurance, and that
your lastworks aremore than thefirst.

20But I have this against you, that you
tolerate your†woman Jezebel, who calls
herself a prophetess. She teaches and
seduces my servants to commit sexual
immorality and to eat things sacrificed
to idols.

21 I gave her time to repent, but she
refuses torepentofhersexual immoral-
ity.

22 Behold, I will throw her and those
who commit adultery with her into a
bed of great oppression, unless they re-
pent of her works.

23 I will kill her children with Death,
and all the assemblies will know that
I am he who searches the minds and
hearts. I will give to each one of you
according to your deeds.

24But to you I say, to the rest who are
in Thyatira—as many as don’t have this
teaching, who don’t know what some
call ‘the deep things of Satan’—to you I
say, I am not putting any other burden
on you.

25 Nevertheless, hold that which you
have firmly until I come.

26 He who overcomes, and he who
keeps my works to the end, to him I will
give authority over the nations.

27Hewill rule themwith a rod of iron,
shattering them like clay pots,* as I also
have received ofmy Father;

28and Iwill givehimthemorning star.
29Hewhohasanear, lethimhearwhat

the Spirit says to the assemblies.

3
1 “And to the angel of the assembly in

Sardis write:
“He who has the seven Spirits of God

and the seven stars says these things:
“I know your works, that you have a

reputation of being alive, but you are
dead.

2 Wake up and strengthen the things
that remain, which you were about to
throw away,† for I have found no works
of yours perfected beforemyGod.

3 Remember therefore how you have
received and heard. Keep it and repent.

‡ 2:15: TR reads “which I hate” instead of “likewise” § 2:17: Manna is supernatural food, named after the Hebrew

for “What is it?”. See Exodus 11:7-9. † 2:20: TR, NU read “that” instead of “your” * 2:27: Psalms 2:9 † 3:2: NU
& TR read “which were about to die” instead of “which you were about to throw away”.
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If thereforeyouwon’twatch, Iwill come
asathief, andyouwon’tknowwhathour
I will come upon you.

4 Nevertheless you have a few names
in Sardis that didn’t defile their gar-
ments. They will walk withme in white,
for they are worthy.

5Hewho overcomeswill be arrayed in
white garments, and Iwill innowayblot
his name out of the book of life, and I
will confess his name before my Father,
and before his angels.

6Hewho has an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit says to the assemblies.

7 “To the angel of the assembly in
Philadelphia write:
“Hewho is holy, hewho is true, hewho

has the key of David, he who opens and
no one can shut, and who shuts and no
one opens, says these things:

8 “I know your works (behold, I have
set before you an open door, which no
one can shut), that you have a little
power, and kept my word, and didn’t
denymy name.

9 Behold, I make some of the syna-
gogueofSatan, of thosewhosay theyare
Jews, and they are not, but lie—behold,
I will make them to come and worship
beforeyour feet, andtoknowthat Ihave
loved you.

10 Because you kept my command to
endure, I also will keep you from the
hour of testing which is to come on the
whole world, to test those who dwell on
the earth.

11 I am coming quickly! Hold firmly
that which you have, so that no one
takes your crown.

12He who overcomes, I will make him
a pillar in the temple of my God, and
he will go out from there no more. I
will write on him the name of my God
and the name of the city of my God, the
new Jerusalem, which comes down out
of heaven from my God, and my own
new name.

13Hewhohasanear, lethimhearwhat
the Spirit says to the assemblies.

14 “To the angel of the assembly in
Laodicea write:
“TheAmen, theFaithful andTrueWit-

ness, the Beginning‡ of God’s creation,
says these things:

15 “I know your works, that you are
neither cold nor hot. I wish you were
cold or hot.

16 So, because you are lukewarm, and
neitherhotnorcold, Iwill vomit youout
ofmymouth.

17Becauseyousay, ‘I amrich, andhave
gotten riches, and have need of noth-
ing,’ and don’t know that you are the
wretched one, miserable, poor, blind,
and naked;

18 I counsel you to buy from me gold
refined by fire, that you may become
rich; and white garments, that you may
clothe yourself, and that the shame of
your nakedness may not be revealed;
and eye salve to anoint your eyes, that
youmay see.

19 As many as I love, I reprove and
chasten. Be zealous therefore, and re-
pent.

20 Behold, I stand at the door and
knock. If anyone hears my voice and
opens the door, then I will come in to
him and will dine with him, and he with
me.

21Hewhoovercomes, Iwill give tohim
to sit down with me on my throne, as
I also overcame and sat down with my
Father on his throne.

22Hewhohasanear, lethimhearwhat
the Spirit says to the assemblies.”

4
1 After these things I looked and saw a

door opened in heaven; and the first voice
that I heard, like a trumpet speaking with
me, was one saying, “Come up here, and I
will show you the things which must hap-
pen after this.”

2 Immediately I was in the Spirit. Behold,
there was a throne set in heaven, and one
sitting on the throne

3 that looked like a jasper stone and a
sardius. There was a rainbow around the
throne, like an emerald to look at.

4 Around the throne were twenty-four
thrones. On the thrones were twenty-four
elders sitting, dressed in white garments,
with crowns of gold on their heads.

5 Out of the throne proceed lightnings,
sounds, and thunders. There were seven
lamps of fire burning before his throne,
which are the seven Spirits of God.

6 Before the throne was something like a
sea of glass, similar to crystal. In themiddle
of the throne, and around the throne were
four living creatures full of eyes before and
behind.

7Thefirst creaturewas like a lion, the sec-
ond creature like a calf, the third creature
had a face like a man, and the fourth was
like a flying eagle.

8 The four living creatures, each one of
them having six wings, are full of eyes
around and within. They have no rest day

‡ 3:14: or, Source, or Head † 4:8: Hodges/FarstadMT reads “holy” 9 times instead of 3.
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and night, saying, “Holy, holy, holy† is the
Lord God, the Almighty, who was and who
is and who is to come!”

9 When the living creatures give glory,
honour, and thanks to him who sits on the
throne, to himwho lives forever and ever,

10 the twenty-four elders fall downbefore
him who sits on the throne and worship
him who lives forever and ever, and throw
their crowns before the throne, saying,

11 “Worthy are you, our Lord andGod, the
Holy One,‡ to receive the glory, the honour,
and the power, for you created all things,
andbecause of your desire they existed and
were created!”

5
1 I saw, in the right hand of him who sat

on the throne, a book written inside and
outside, sealed shut with seven seals.

2 I saw a mighty angel proclaiming with
a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the
book, and to break its seals?”

3Noone in heaven above, or on the earth,
or under the earth, was able to open the
book or to look in it.

4 Then I wept much, because no one was
foundworthy to open the book or to look in
it.

5 One of the elders said to me, “Don’t
weep. Behold, the Lion who is of the tribe
of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome:
he who opens the book and its seven seals.”

6 I saw in the middle of the throne and of
the four living creatures, and in the middle
of the elders, a Lamb standing, as though
it had been slain, having seven horns and
seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of
God, sent out into all the earth.

7 Then he came, and he took it out of the
right hand of himwho sat on the throne.

8 Now when he had taken the book, the
four living creatures and the twenty-four
elders fell down before the Lamb, each one
having a harp, and golden bowls full of
incense, which are the prayers of the saints.

9They sang a new song, saying,
“You are worthy to take the book

and to open its seals,
for you were killed,

and bought us for God with your blood
out of every tribe, language, people,
and nation,

10andmadeus kings andpriests to ourGod;
and wewill reign on the earth.”

11 I looked, and I heard something like
a voice of many angels around the throne,
the living creatures, and the elders. The

number of them was ten thousands of ten
thousands, and thousands of thousands,

12 sayingwith a loud voice, “Worthy is the
Lamb who has been killed to receive the
power, wealth, wisdom, strength, honour,
glory, and blessing!”

13 I heard every created thing which is in
heaven, on the earth, under the earth, on
the sea, and everything in them, saying, “To
himwho sits on the throne and to the Lamb
be the blessing, the honour, the glory, and
the dominion, forever and ever! Amen!”†

14 The four living creatures said,
“Amen!” Then the‡ elders fell down and
worshipped.§

6
1 I saw that the Lamb opened one of the

seven seals, and I heard one of the four
living creatures saying, as with a voice of
thunder, “Come and see!”

2 Then a white horse appeared, and he
who sat on it had a bow. A crownwas given
to him, and he came out conquering, and to
conquer.

3Whenheopened the secondseal, I heard
the second living creature saying, “Come!”

4 Another came out, a red horse. To him
who sat on it was given power to take peace
fromtheearth, and that they shouldkill one
another. There was given to him a great
sword.

5When he opened the third seal, I heard
the third living creature saying, “Come and
see!” Andbehold, ablackhorse, andhewho
sat on it had a balance in his hand.

6 I heard a voice in the middle of the
four living creatures saying, “A choenix† of
wheat for a denarius, and three choenix of
barley for a denarius! Don’t damage the oil
and the wine!”

7Whenhe opened the fourth seal, I heard
the fourth living creature saying, “Come
and see!”

8And behold, a pale horse, and the name
of he who sat on it was Death. Hades‡ fol-
lowed with him. Authority over one fourth
of the earth, to kill with the sword, with
famine,withdeath, andby thewild animals
of the earth was given to him.

9 When he opened the fifth seal, I saw
underneath the altar the souls of thosewho
hadbeenkilled for theWordofGod, and for
the testimony of the Lambwhich they had.

10 They cried with a loud voice, saying,
“How long, Master, the holy and true, until
you judge and avenge our blood on those
who dwell on the earth?”

‡ 4:11: TR omits “and God, the Holy One,” † 5:13: TR omits “Amen!” ‡ 5:14: TR adds “twenty-four” § 5:14:
TR adds “the one living forever and ever” † 6:6: A choenix is a dry volumemeasure that is a little more than a litre (a
little more than a quart). ‡ 6:8: or, Hell
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11A long white robe was given to each of
them. They were told that they should rest
yet for a while, until their fellow servants
and their brothers,§ who would also be
killed even as they were, should complete
their course.

12 I saw when he opened the sixth seal,
and there was a great earthquake. The sun
became black as sackcloth made of hair,
and the whole moon became as blood.

13The stars of the sky fell to the earth, like
a fig tree dropping its unripe figs when it is
shaken by a great wind.

14The skywas removed like a scrollwhen
it is rolled up. Every mountain and island
wasmoved out of its place.

15 The kings of the earth, the princes, the
commanding officers, the rich, the strong,
and every slave and free person, hid them-
selves in the caves and in the rocks of the
mountains.

16They told themountains and the rocks,
“Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him
who sits on the throne, and from the wrath
of the Lamb,

17 for the great day of hiswrath has come,
and who is able to stand?”

7
1After this, I saw four angels standing at

the four corners of the earth, holding the
four winds of the earth, so that no wind
would blow on the earth, or on the sea, or
on any tree.

2 I saw another angel ascend from the
sunrise, having the seal of the living God.
He criedwith a loud voice to the four angels
towhom itwas given to harm the earth and
the sea,

3saying, “Don’t harm the earth, the sea, or
the trees, until we have sealed the bondser-
vants of our God on their foreheads!”

4 I heard the number of those who were
sealed, one hundred and forty-four thou-
sand, sealed out of every tribe of the chil-
dren of Israel:
5of the tribe of Judah twelve thousandwere

sealed,
of the tribe of Reuben twelve thousand,
of the tribe of Gad twelve thousand,
6of the tribe of Asher twelve thousand,
of the tribe of Naphtali twelve thousand,
of the tribe of Manasseh twelve thousand,
7of the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand,
of the tribe of Levi twelve thousand,
of the tribe of Issachar twelve thousand,
8of the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand,
of the tribe of Joseph twelve thousand, and

of the tribe of Benjamin twelve thousand
were sealed.

9After these things I looked, andbehold, a
great multitudewhich noman could count,
out of every nation and of all tribes, peo-
ples, and languages, standing before the
throne and before the Lamb, dressed in
white robes, with palm branches in their
hands.

10 They cried with a loud voice, saying,
“Salvation be to our God, who sits on the
throne, and to the Lamb!”

11All theangelswere standingaround the
throne, the elders, and the four living crea-
tures; and they fell on their faces before his
throne, and worshipped God,

12 saying, “Amen! Blessing, glory, wis-
dom, thanksgiving, honour, power, and
might, be to our God forever and ever!
Amen.”

13 One of the elders answered, saying to
me, “These who are arrayed in the white
robes, who are they, and where did they
come from?”

14 I told him, “My lord, you know.”
He said tome, “These are thosewho came

out of the great suffering.† They washed
their robes and made them white in the
Lamb’s blood.

15Therefore they are before the throne of
God, and they serve him day and night in
his temple. He who sits on the throne will
spread his tabernacle over them.

16 They will never be hungry or thirsty
anymore. The sun won’t beat on them, nor
any heat;

17 for theLambwho is in themiddle of the
throne shepherds them and leads them to
springs of life-giving waters. And God will
wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

8
1When he opened the seventh seal, there

was silence in heaven for about half an
hour.

2 I saw the seven angels who stand be-
fore God, and seven trumpetswere given to
them.

3Another angel came and stood over the
altar, having a golden censer. Much incense
wasgiven tohim, thathe shouldadd it to the
prayers of all the saints on the golden altar
which was before the throne.

4 The smoke of the incense, with the
prayers of the saints, went up before God
out of the angel’s hand.

5The angel took the censer, andhefilled it
with thefireof the altar, then threw it on the

§ 6:11: The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters”
or “siblings.” † 7:14: or, oppression
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earth. Thunders, sounds, lightnings, and an
earthquake followed.

6 The seven angels who had the seven
trumpets prepared themselves to sound.

7 The first sounded, and there followed
hail and fire, mixed with blood, and they
were thrown to the earth. One third of the
earth was burnt up,† and one third of the
treeswereburntup, andall greengrasswas
burnt up.

8 The second angel sounded, and some-
thing like a great burning mountain was
thrown into the sea. One third of the sea
became blood,

9 and one third of the living creatures
whichwere in the sea died. One third of the
ships were destroyed.

10 The third angel sounded, and a great
star fell from the sky, burning like a torch,
and it fell on one third of the rivers, and on
the springs of water.

11 The name of the star is “Wormwood.”
One thirdof thewatersbecamewormwood.
Many people died from thewaters, because
they weremade bitter.

12 The fourth angel sounded, and one
third of the sun was struck, and one third
of the moon, and one third of the stars, so
that one third of them would be darkened;
and the day wouldn’t shine for one third of
it, and the night in the sameway.

13 I saw, and I heard an eagle,‡ flying in
midheaven, sayingwitha loudvoice, “Woe!
Woe! Woe to those who dwell on the earth,
because of the other blasts of the trumpets
of the three angels, who are yet to sound!”

9
1The fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star

from the sky which had fallen to the earth.
The key to the pit of the abyss was given to
him.

2 He opened the pit of the abyss, and
smokewent up out of the pit, like the smoke
from a† burning furnace. The sun and the
air were darkened because of the smoke
from the pit.

3 Then out of the smoke came locusts on
the earth, and power was given to them, as
the scorpions of the earth have power.

4 They were told that they should not
hurt the grass of the earth, neither any
green thing, neither any tree, but only those
people who don’t have God’s seal on their
foreheads.

5Theywere given power, not to kill them,
but to torment them for five months. Their

torment was like the torment of a scorpion
when it strikes a person.

6 In thosedayspeoplewill seekdeath, and
will innowayfind it. Theywill desire to die,
and death will flee from them.

7 The shapes of the locusts were like
horses prepared for war. On their heads
were something like golden crowns, and
their faces were like people’s faces.

8 They had hair like women’s hair, and
their teeth were like those of lions.

9 They had breastplates like breastplates
of iron. The sound of their wings was
like the sound of many chariots and horses
rushing to war.

10 They have tails like those of scorpions,
with stingers. In their tails they have power
to harmmen for fivemonths.

11 They have over them as king the an-
gel of the abyss. His name in Hebrew is
“Abaddon”,‡ but in Greek, he has the name
“Apollyon”.§

12 The first woe is past. Behold, there are
still two woes coming after this.

13 The sixth angel sounded. I heard a
voice from the horns of the golden altar
which is before God,

14 saying to the sixth angel who had the
trumpet, “Free the four angels who are
bound at the great river Euphrates!”

15 The four angels were freed who had
been prepared for that hour and day and
month and year, so that they might kill one
third of mankind.

16The number of the armies of the horse-
menwas two hundredmillion.† I heard the
number of them.

17Thus I saw the horses in the vision and
those who sat on them, having breastplates
of fiery red, hyacinth blue, and sulphur
yellow; and the horses’ heads resembled
lions’ heads. Out of their mouths proceed
fire, smoke, and sulphur.

18 By these three plagues, one third of
mankind was killed: by the fire, the smoke,
and the sulphur, which proceeded out of
their mouths.

19 For the power of the horses is in their
mouths and in their tails. For their tails
are like serpents, and have heads; andwith
them they harm.

20 The rest of mankind, who were not
killed with these plagues, didn’t repent of
theworks of their hands, that theywouldn’t
worship demons, and the idols of gold, and
of silver, and of brass, and of stone, and of
wood, which can’t see, hear, or walk.

† 8:7: TR omits “One third of the earth was burnt up” ‡ 8:13: TR reads “angel” instead of “eagle” † 9:2: TR adds

“great” ‡ 9:11: “Abaddon” is aHebrewword thatmeans “ruin”, “destruction”, or “the place of destruction” § 9:11:
“Apollyon” means “Destroyer”. † 9:16: literally, “ten thousands of ten thousands”
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21 They didn’t repent of their murders,
their sorceries,‡ their sexual immorality, or
their thefts.

10
1 I saw a mighty angel coming down out

of the sky, clothed with a cloud. A rainbow
was on his head. His face was like the sun,
and his feet like pillars of fire.

2Hehad in his hand a little open book. He
set his right foot on the sea, and his left on
the land.

3 He cried with a loud voice, as a lion
roars. When he cried, the seven thunders
uttered their voices.

4 When the seven thunders sounded, I
was about towrite; but I heard a voice from
the sky saying, “Seal up the thingswhich the
seven thunders said, and don’t write them.”

5 The angel whom I saw standing on the
sea and on the land lifted up his right hand
to the sky

6and swore by himwho lives forever and
ever, who created heaven and the things
that are in it, the earth and the things that
are in it, and the sea and the things that are
in it, that there will no longer be delay,

7but in thedaysof thevoiceof the seventh
angel, when he is about to sound, then the
mystery of God is finished, as he declared to
his servants the prophets.

8 The voice which I heard from heaven,
again speaking with me, said, “Go, take the
bookwhich is open in the hand of the angel
who stands on the sea and on the land.”

9 Iwent to theangel, tellinghim togiveme
the little book.
He said to me, “Take it and eat it. It

will make your stomach bitter, but in your
mouth it will be as sweet as honey.”

10 I took the little book out of the angel’s
hand, and ate it. It was as sweet as honey in
mymouth. When Ihadeaten it,mystomach
wasmade bitter.

11 They† told me, “You must prophesy
again over many peoples, nations, lan-
guages, and kings.”

11
1A reed like a rodwas given tome. Some-

one said, “Rise and measure God’s temple,
and the altar, and those whoworship in it.

2 Leave out the court which is outside
of the temple, and don’t measure it, for it
has been given to the nations. They will
tread the holy city under foot for forty-two
months.

3 I will give power to my two witnesses,
and they will prophesy one thousand and

two hundred and sixty days, clothed in
sackcloth.”

4These are the twoolive trees and the two
lampstands, standingbefore theLordof the
earth.

5 If anyone desires to harm them, fire
proceeds out of their mouth and devours
their enemies. If anyone desires to harm
them, hemust be killed in this way.

6 These have the power to shut up the
sky, that it may not rain during the days
of their prophecy. They have power over
the waters, to turn them into blood, and to
strike the earth with every plague, as often
as they desire.

7 When they have finished their testi-
mony, the beast that comes up out of the
abyss will make war with them, and over-
come them, and kill them.

8 Their dead bodies will be in the street
of the great city, which spiritually is called
Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord
was crucified.

9 From amongst the peoples, tribes, lan-
guages, and nations, people will look at
their dead bodies for three and a half days,
and will not allow their dead bodies to be
laid in a tomb.

10 Those who dwell on the earth will re-
joice over them, and theywill be glad. They
will give gifts to one another, because these
two prophets tormented those who dwell
on the earth.

11 After the three and a half days, the
breath of life from God entered into them,
and they stood on their feet. Great fear fell
on those who saw them.

12 I hearda loudvoice fromheavensaying
to them, “Comeuphere!” Theywent up into
heaven in a cloud, and their enemies saw
them.

13 In that day there was a great earth-
quake, and a tenth of the city fell. Seven
thousand people were killed in the earth-
quake, and the rest were terrified and gave
glory to the God of heaven.

14 The second woe is past. Behold, the
third woe comes quickly.

15 The seventh angel sounded, and great
voices in heaven followed, saying, “The
kingdom of theworld has become the King-
dom of our Lord and of his Christ. He will
reign forever and ever!”

16The twenty-four elders,who sit on their
thrones before God’s throne, fell on their
faces and worshipped God,

17 saying: “We give you thanks, Lord God,
the Almighty, the one who is andwhowas,†

‡ 9:21: The word for “sorceries” (pharmakeia) also implies the use of potions, poisons, and drugs † 10:11: TR reads
“He” instead of “They” † 11:17: TR adds “andwho is coming”
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because you have taken your great power
and reigned.

18 The nations were angry, and your
wrath came, as did the time for the dead to
be judged, and to give your bondservants
the prophets, their reward, as well as to the
saints and thosewho fear your name, to the
small and the great, and to destroy those
who destroy the earth.”

19 God’s temple that is in heaven was
opened, and the ark of the Lord’s covenant
was seen in his temple. Lightnings, sounds,
thunders, an earthquake, and great hail
followed.

12
1 A great sign was seen in heaven: a

woman clothedwith the sun, and themoon
under her feet, and on her head a crown of
twelve stars.

2Shewaswithchild. Shecriedout inpain,
labouring to give birth.

3 Another sign was seen in heaven. Be-
hold, a great red dragon, having seven
heads and ten horns, and on his heads
seven crowns.

4 His tail drew one third of the stars of
the sky, and threw them to the earth. The
dragon stood before the woman who was
about to give birth, so that when she gave
birth hemight devour her child.

5Shegavebirth toa son, amale child,who
is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron.
Her child was caught up to God and to his
throne.

6 The woman fled into the wilderness,
where shehasaplacepreparedbyGod, that
there they may nourish her one thousand
and two hundred and sixty days.

7 There was war in the sky. Michael and
his angels made war on the dragon. The
dragon and his angels made war.

8They didn’t prevail. No place was found
for them anymore in heaven.

9 The great dragon was thrown down,
the old serpent, he who is called the devil
and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world.
He was thrown down to the earth, and his
angels were thrown downwith him.

10 I heard a loud voice in heaven, say-
ing, “Now the salvation, the power, and
the Kingdom of our God, and the authority
of his Christ has come; for the accuser of
our brothers has been thrown down, who
accuses thembefore ourGodday andnight.

11 They overcame him because of the
Lamb’s blood, and because of the word of
their testimony. They didn’t love their life,
even to death.

12 Therefore rejoice, heavens, and you
who dwell in them. Woe to the earth and

to the sea, because the devil has gone down
to you, having greatwrath, knowing that he
has but a short time.”

13 When the dragon saw that he was
thrown down to the earth, he persecuted
the woman who gave birth to the male
child.

14Twowingsof thegreat eagleweregiven
to the woman, that she might fly into the
wilderness toherplace, so that shemightbe
nourished for a time, times, and half a time,
from the face of the serpent.

15 The serpent spewed water out of his
mouth after the woman like a river, that he
might cause her to be carried away by the
stream.

16 The earth helped the woman, and the
earth opened its mouth and swallowed up
the river which the dragon spewed out of
his mouth.

17 The dragon grew angry with the
woman, and went away to make war with
the rest of her offspring,† who keep God’s
commandments and hold Jesus’ testimony.

13
1 Then I stood† on the sand of the sea.

I saw a beast coming up out of the sea,
having ten horns and seven heads. On his
horns were ten crowns, and on his heads,
blasphemous names.

2Thebeastwhich I sawwas likea leopard,
and his feet were like those of a bear, and
his mouth like the mouth of a lion. The
dragon gave him his power, his throne, and
great authority.

3One of his heads looked like it had been
wounded fatally. His fatal wound was
healed, and the whole earth marvelled at
the beast.

4Theyworshipped thedragonbecausehe
gave his authority to the beast; and they
worshipped the beast, saying, “Who is like
the beast? Who is able to make war with
him?”

5Amouth speaking great things and blas-
phemywas given to him. Authority tomake
war for forty-twomonthswas given to him.

6 He opened his mouth for blasphemy
against God, to blaspheme his name, his
dwelling, and those who dwell in heaven.

7 It was given to him to make war with
the saints and to overcome them. Author-
ity over every tribe, people, language, and
nation was given to him.

8All who dwell on the earth will worship
him, everyone whose name has not been
written from the foundation of theworld in
the book of life of the Lamb who has been
killed.

† 12:17: or, seed † 13:1: NU reads he stood
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9 If anyone has an ear, let him hear.
10 If anyone is to go into captivity, he will

go into captivity. If anyone is to be killed
with the sword, he must be killed.‡ Here is
the endurance and the faith of the saints.

11 I saw another beast coming up out of
the earth. He had twohorns like a lamband
it spoke like a dragon.

12Heexercises all theauthorityof thefirst
beast in his presence. He makes the earth
and those who dwell in it to worship the
first beast, whose fatal woundwas healed.

13He performs great signs, even making
fire come down out of the sky to the earth
in the sight of people.

14Hedeceivesmyown§peoplewhodwell
on the earth because of the signs he was
granted to do in front of the beast, saying
to those who dwell on the earth that they
shouldmake an image to the beastwho had
the sword wound and lived.

15 It was given to him to give breath to
the image of the beast, that the image of the
beast shouldboth speak, and cause asmany
as wouldn’t worship the image of the beast
to be killed.

16He causes all, the small and the great,
the rich and the poor, and the free and
the slave, to be given marks on their right
hands or on their foreheads;

17 and that no one would be able to buy
or to sell unless he has that mark, which is
the name of the beast or the number of his
name.

18 Here is wisdom. He who has under-
standing, let him calculate the number of
the beast, for it is the number of a man. His
number is six hundred and sixty-six.

14
1 I saw, and behold, the Lamb standing on

Mount Zion, and with him a number, one
hundred and forty-four thousand, having
hisnameand thenameofhisFatherwritten
on their foreheads.

2 I heard a sound from heaven like the
sound ofmanywaters and like the sound of
a great thunder. The sound which I heard
was like that of harpists playing on their
harps.

3 They sing a new song before the throne
andbefore the four living creatures and the
elders. No one could learn the song except
the one hundred and forty-four thousand,
those who had been redeemed out of the
earth.

4 These are those who were not defiled
with women, for they are virgins. These
are thosewho followtheLambwhereverhe
goes. These were redeemed by Jesus from
amongst men, the first fruits to God and to
the Lamb.

5 In theirmouthwas foundno lie, for they
are blameless.†

6 I saw an angel flying in mid heaven,
having an eternal Good News to proclaim
to those who dwell on the earth—to every
nation, tribe, language, and people.

7 He said with a loud voice, “Fear the
Lord, and give him glory, for the hour of
his judgement has come. Worship himwho
made theheaven, the earth, the sea, and the
springs of waters!”

8 Another, a second angel, followed, say-
ing, “Babylon the great has fallen, which
hasmadeall thenations todrinkof thewine
of the wrath of her sexual immorality.”

9 Another angel, a third, followed them,
saying with a great voice, “If anyone wor-
ships the beast and his image, and receives
amark on his forehead or on his hand,

10 he also will drink of the wine of the
wrath of God, which is prepared unmixed
in the cup of his anger. He will be tor-
mented with fire and sulphur in the pres-
ence of the holy angels and in the presence
of the Lamb.

11 The smoke of their torment goes up
forever and ever. Theyhaveno rest day and
night, those who worship the beast and his
image, and whoever receives the mark of
his name.

12Here is the perseverance of the saints,
those who keep the commandments of God
and the faith of Jesus.”

13 I heard a voice from heaven saying,
“Write, ‘Blessed are the deadwho die in the
Lord from now on.’ ”

“Yes,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest
from their labours, for their works follow
with them.”

14 I looked, and saw a white cloud, and
on the cloud one sitting like a son of man,*
having on his head a golden crown, and in
his hand a sharp sickle.

15Another angel came out of the temple,
crying with a loud voice to him who sat on
the cloud, “Send your sickle and reap, for
the hour to reap has come; for the harvest
of the earth is ripe!”

16Hewhosaton thecloud thrusthis sickle
on the earth, and the earth was reaped.

‡ 13:10: TR reads “If anyone leads into captivity, into captivity he goes. If anyone will kill with the sword, he must be
killedwith a sword.” instead of “If anyone is to go into captivity, hewill go into captivity. If anyone is to be killedwith the
sword, he must be killed.” § 13:14: NU omits “my own” † 14:5: TR adds “before the throne of God” * 14:14:
Daniel 7:13
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17 Another angel came out of the temple
which is in heaven. He also had a sharp
sickle.

18Another angel came out from the altar,
he who has power over fire, and he called
with a great voice to himwhohad the sharp
sickle, saying, “Send your sharp sickle and
gather the clusters of the vine of the earth,
for the earth’s grapes are fully ripe!”

19 The angel thrust his sickle into the
earth, and gathered the vintage of the earth
and threw it into the greatwine press of the
wrath of God.

20 The wine press was trodden outside of
the city, and blood came out of the wine
press, up to the bridles of the horses, as far
as one thousand and six hundred stadia.‡

15
1 I saw another great andmarvellous sign

in the sky: seven angels having the seven
last plagues, for in them God’s wrath is
finished.

2 I saw something like a sea of glassmixed
with fire, and those who overcame the
beast, his image,† and the number of his
name, standing on the sea of glass, having
harps of God.

3They sang the song ofMoses, the servant
of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying,
“Great and marvellous are your works,

Lord God, the Almighty!
Righteous and true are your ways, you
King of the nations.

4Whowouldn’t fear you, Lord,
and glorify your name?

For you only are holy.
For all the nations will come and wor-
ship before you.

For your righteous acts have been re-
vealed.”

5After these things I looked, and the tem-
ple of the tabernacle of the testimony in
heaven was opened.

6 The seven angels who had the seven
plagues came out, clothedwith pure, bright
linen, and wearing golden sashes around
their chests.

7One of the four living creatures gave to
the seven angels seven golden bowls full
of the wrath of God, who lives forever and
ever.

8 The temple was filled with smoke from
the glory ofGodand fromhis power. Noone
was able to enter into the temple until the
seven plagues of the seven angels would be
finished.

16
1 I heard a loud voice out of the temple,

saying to the sevenangels, “Goandpour out
the seven bowls of the wrath of God on the
earth!”

2 The first went, and poured out his bowl
into the earth, and it became a harmful
and painful sore on the people who had the
mark of the beast, and whoworshipped his
image.

3 The second angel poured out his bowl
into the sea, and it became blood as of a
dead man. Every living thing in the sea
died.

4 The third poured out his bowl into the
rivers and springs of water, and they be-
came blood.

5 I heard the angel of the waters saying,
“You are righteous, who are and who were,
O Holy One, because you have judged these
things.

6 For they poured out the blood of saints
and prophets, and you have given them
blood to drink. They deserve this.”

7 I heard the altar saying, “Yes, Lord God,
the Almighty, true and righteous are your
judgements.”

8 The fourth poured out his bowl on the
sun, and it was given to him to scorch men
with fire.

9 People were scorched with great heat,
and people blasphemed the name of God
who has the power over these plagues.
They didn’t repent and give him glory.

10 The fifth poured out his bowl on the
throne of the beast, and his kingdom was
darkened. They gnawed their tongues be-
cause of the pain,

11 and they blasphemed the God of
heaven because of their pains and their
sores. They still didn’t repent of their
works.

12 The sixth poured out his bowl on the
great river, the Euphrates. Its water was
dried up, that the way might be prepared
for the kings that come from the sunrise.†

13 I saw coming out of the mouth of the
dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast,
and out of the mouth of the false prophet,
three unclean spirits, something like frogs;

14 for they are spirits of demons, per-
forming signs, which go out to the kings of
the whole inhabited earth, to gather them
together for thewar of that great day of God
the Almighty.

15 “Behold, I come like a thief. Blessed
is he who watches, and keeps his
clothes, so that he doesn’t walk naked,
and they see his shame.”

‡ 14:20: 1600 stadia = 296 kilometres or 184miles † 15:2: TR adds “his mark,” † 16:12: or, east
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16 He gathered them together into the
placewhich is called inHebrew, “Harmage-
don”.

17 The seventh poured out his bowl into
the air. A loud voice came out of the temple
of heaven, from the throne, saying, “It is
done!”

18 There were lightnings, sounds, and
thunders; and therewasagreat earthquake
such as has not happened since there were
men on the earth—so great an earthquake
and somighty.

19 The great city was divided into three
parts, and thecitiesof thenations fell. Baby-
lon the great was remembered in the sight
of God, to give to her the cup of the wine of
the fierceness of his wrath.

20 Every island fled away, and the moun-
tains were not found.

21 Great hailstones, about the weight of
a talent,‡ came down out of the sky on
people. People blasphemed God because of
the plague of the hail, for this plague was
exceedingly severe.

17
1 One of the seven angels who had the

seven bowls came and spoke with me, say-
ing, “Come here. I will show you the judge-
ment of the great prostitute who sits on
manywaters,

2with whom the kings of the earth com-
mitted sexual immorality. Thosewho dwell
in the earth were made drunken with the
wine of her sexual immorality.”

3 He carried me away in the Spirit into
a wilderness. I saw a woman sitting on a
scarlet-coloured beast, full of blasphemous
names, having seven heads and ten horns.

4 The woman was dressed in purple and
scarlet, and decked with gold and precious
stones and pearls, having in her hand a
golden cup full of abominations and the
impurities of the sexual immorality of the
earth.

5 And on her forehead a name was writ-
ten, “MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE
MOTHER OF THE PROSTITUTES AND OF
THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.”

6 I saw the woman drunken with the
blood of the saints and with the blood of
the martyrs of Jesus. When I saw her, I
wondered with great amazement.

7 The angel said to me, “Why do you
wonder? I will tell you the mystery of
the woman and of the beast that carries
her, which has the seven heads and the ten
horns.

8 The beast that you saw was, and is not;
and is about to come up out of the abyss

and to go into destruction. Thosewhodwell
on the earth and whose names have not
been written in the book of life from the
foundation of the world will marvel when
they see that the beast was, and is not, and
shall be present.†

9Here is the mind that has wisdom. The
seven heads are sevenmountains onwhich
the woman sits.

10They are seven kings. Five have fallen,
the one is, and the other has not yet come.
When he comes, he must continue a little
while.

11Thebeast thatwas, and isnot, is himself
also an eighth, and is of the seven; and he
goes to destruction.

12 The ten horns that you saw are ten
kingswhohave receivednokingdomasyet,
but they receive authority as kings with the
beast for one hour.

13 These have one mind, and they give
their power and authority to the beast.

14 These will war against the Lamb, and
the Lamb will overcome them, for he is
Lord of lords and King of kings; and those
who are with him are called, chosen, and
faithful.”

15He said to me, “The waters which you
saw, where the prostitute sits, are peoples,
multitudes, nations, and languages.

16The ten horns which you saw, they and
the beast will hate the prostitute, will make
her desolate, will strip her naked, will eat
herflesh, andwill burnherutterlywithfire.

17 For God has put in their hearts to do
what he has inmind, to be of onemind, and
to give their kingdom to the beast, until the
words of God should be accomplished.

18The womanwhom you saw is the great
city which reigns over the kings of the
earth.”

18
1 After these things, I saw another angel

coming down out of the sky, having great
authority. The earth was illuminated with
his glory.

2 He cried with a mighty voice, saying,
“Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, and
she has become a habitation of demons, a
prison of every unclean spirit, and a prison
of every unclean and hated bird!

3 For all the nations have drunk of the
wine of thewrath of her sexual immorality,
the kings of the earth committed sexual
immorality with her, and the merchants of
the earth grew rich from the abundance of
her luxury.”

4 I heard another voice from heaven, say-
ing, “Come out of her, my people, that you

‡ 16:21: A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds. † 17:8: TR reads “yet is” instead of “shall be present”
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have no participation in her sins, and that
you don’t receive of her plagues,

5 for her sins have reached to the sky, and
God has remembered her iniquities.

6 Return to her just as she returned, and
repay her double as she did, and according
to her works. In the cup which she mixed,
mix to her double.

7Howevermuch she glorified herself and
grew wanton, so much give her of torment
and mourning. For she says in her heart, ‘I
sit a queen, and am no widow, and will in
no way seemourning.’

8 Therefore in one day her plagues will
come: death, mourning, and famine; and
she will be utterly burnt with fire, for the
Lord Godwho has judged her is strong.

9 The kings of the earth who committed
sexual immorality and livedwantonly with
her will weep andwail over her, when they
look at the smoke of her burning,

10 standing far away for the fear of her
torment, saying, ‘Woe, woe, the great city,
Babylon, the strong city! For your judge-
ment has come in one hour.’

11 The merchants of the earth weep and
mourn over her, for no one buys their mer-
chandise anymore:

12 merchandise of gold, silver, precious
stones, pearls, fine linen, purple, silk, scar-
let, all expensive wood, every vessel of
ivory, every vessel made of most precious
wood, and of brass, and iron, andmarble;

13 and cinnamon, incense, perfume,
frankincense, wine, olive oil, fine flour,
wheat, cattle, sheep, horses, chariots, and
people’s bodies and souls.

14 The fruits which your soul lusted after
have been lost to you. All things that were
dainty and sumptuous have perished from
you, and youwill find them nomore at all.

15 The merchants of these things, who
were made rich by her, will stand far away
for the fear of her torment, weeping and
mourning,

16 saying, ‘Woe, woe, the great city, she
who was dressed in fine linen, purple, and
scarlet, and decked with gold and precious
stones and pearls!

17 For in an hour such great riches are
made desolate.’ Every ship master, and ev-
eryone who sails anywhere, and mariners,
and as many as gain their living by sea,
stood far away,

18 and cried out as they looked at the
smoke of her burning, saying, ‘What is like
the great city?’

19 They cast dust on their heads, and
cried,weepingandmourning, saying, ‘Woe,
woe, the great city, in which all who had
their ships in the sea were made rich by

reason of her greatwealth!’ For she ismade
desolate in one hour.

20 “Rejoice over her, O heaven, you saints,
apostles, and prophets, for God has judged
your judgement on her.”

21 A mighty angel took up a stone like
a great millstone and cast it into the sea,
saying, “Thus with violence will Babylon,
the great city, be thrown down, and will be
found nomore at all.

22 The voice of harpists, minstrels, flute
players, and trumpeters will be heard no
more at all in you. No craftsman of what-
ever craft will be found any more at all in
you. The sound of a mill will be heard no
more at all in you.

23 The light of a lamp will shine no more
at all in you. The voice of the bridegroom
and of the bridewill be heard nomore at all
inyou, for yourmerchantswere theprinces
of the earth; for with your sorcery all the
nations were deceived.

24 In her was found the blood of prophets
andof saints, andof allwhohavebeen slain
on the earth.”

19
1After these things I heard something like

a loud voice of a great multitude in heaven,
saying, “Hallelujah! Salvation, power, and
glory belong to our God;

2 for his judgements are true and righ-
teous. Forhehas judged thegreatprostitute
who corrupted the earth with her sexual
immorality, and he has avenged the blood
of his servants at her hand.”

3 A second said, “Hallelujah! Her smoke
goes up forever and ever.”

4 The twenty-four elders and the four
living creatures fell down and worshipped
God who sits on the throne, saying, “Amen!
Hallelujah!”

5 A voice came from the throne, saying,
“Givepraise to ourGod, all youhis servants,
youwho fear him, the small and the great!”

6 I heard something like the voice of a
great multitude, and like the voice of many
waters, and like the voice of mighty thun-
ders, saying, “Hallelujah! For the Lord our
God, the Almighty, reigns!

7 Let’s rejoice and be exceedingly glad,
and let’s give the glory to him. For the
weddingof theLambhascome, andhiswife
has made herself ready.”

8 It was given to her that she would array
herself in bright, pure, fine linen, for the
fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.

9He said tome, “Write, ‘Blessed are those
who are invited to the wedding supper of
the Lamb.’ ” He said to me, “These are true
words of God.”
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10 I fell down before his feet to worship
him. He said to me, “Look! Don’t do it! I
ama fellowbondservantwith you andwith
your brothers who hold the testimony of
Jesus. Worship God, for the testimony of
Jesus is the Spirit of Prophecy.”

11 I saw the heaven opened, and behold, a
white horse, and he who sat on it is called
Faithful and True. In righteousness he
judges andmakes war.

12 His eyes are a flame of fire, and on
his head are many crowns. He has names
written and a name written which no one
knows but he himself.

13 He is clothed in a garment sprinkled
with blood. His name is called “The Word
of God.”

14 The armies which are in heaven,
clothed in white, pure, fine linen, followed
him onwhite horses.

15 Out of his mouth proceeds a sharp,
double-edged sword that with it he should
strike the nations. He will rule them with
an iron rod.* He treads the wine press
of the fierceness of the wrath of God, the
Almighty.

16 He has on his garment and on his
thigh anamewritten, “KINGOFKINGSAND
LORD OF LORDS.”

17 I saw an angel standing in the sun. He
cried with a loud voice, saying to all the
birds that fly in the sky, “Come! Be gathered
together to the great supper of God,†

18 that you may eat the flesh of kings, the
flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men,
and the flesh of horses and of those who sit
on them, and the flesh of all men, both free
and slave, small and great.”

19 I saw the beast, the kings of the earth,
and their armies, gathered together to
makewar against himwho sat on the horse
and against his army.

20 The beast was taken, and with him the
false prophet who worked the signs in his
sight, with which he deceived those who
had received the mark of the beast and
those who worshipped his image. These
two were thrown alive into the lake of fire
that burns with sulphur.

21 The rest were killed with the sword of
him who sat on the horse, the sword which
came out of hismouth. So all the birdswere
filled with their flesh.

20
1 I saw an angel coming down out of

heaven, having the key of the abyss and a
great chain in his hand.

2 He seized the dragon, the old serpent,
who is thedevil andSatan,whodeceives the
whole inhabited earth,† and bound him for
a thousand years,

3 and cast him into the abyss, and shut
it and sealed it over him, that he should
deceive the nations nomore until the thou-
sand years were finished. After this, he
must be freed for a short time.

4 I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and
judgement was given to them. I saw the
souls of those who had been beheaded for
the testimony of Jesus and for the word of
God, and such as didn’t worship the beast
nor his image, and didn’t receive the mark
on their forehead and on their hand. They
lived and reigned with Christ for a thou-
sand years.

5 The rest of the dead didn’t live until the
thousand years were finished. This is the
first resurrection.

6 Blessed and holy is he who has part
in the first resurrection. Over these, the
second death has no power, but theywill be
priests of God and of Christ, and will reign
with him one thousand years.

7And after the thousand years, Satanwill
be released from his prison

8 and he will come out to deceive the
nations which are in the four corners of
the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them
together to thewar, whose number is as the
sand of the sea.

9Theywentupover thewidthof the earth
and surrounded the camp of the saints and
the beloved city. Fire came down out of
heaven from God and devoured them.

10 The devil who deceived them was
thrown into the lake of fire and sulphur,
where the beast and the false prophet are
also. They will be tormented day and night
forever and ever.

11 I sawagreatwhite throne andhimwho
sat on it, from whose face the earth and
the heaven fled away. There was found no
place for them.

12 I saw the dead, the great and the
small, standing before the throne, and they
opened books. Another book was opened,
which is the book of life. The dead were
judged out of the thingswhichwerewritten
in the books, according to their works.

13 The sea gave up the dead who were in
it. Death and Hades‡ gave up the dead who
were in them. They were judged, each one
according to his works.

14 Death and Hades§ were thrown into
the lake of fire. This is the second death, the
lake of fire.

* 19:15: Psalms 2:9 † 19:17: TR reads “supper of the great God” instead of “great supper of God” † 20:2: TR and

NU omit “who deceives the whole inhabited earth”. ‡ 20:13: or, Hell § 20:14: or, Hell
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15 If anyone was not found written in the
book of life, he was cast into the lake of fire.

21
1 I saw a new heaven and a new earth,

for the first heaven and the first earth have
passed away, and the sea is nomore.

2 I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, com-
ingdownout of heaven fromGod, prepared
like a bride adorned for her husband.

3 I heard a loud voice out of heaven say-
ing, “Behold, God’s dwelling is with people;
and he will dwell with them, and they will
be his people, and God himself will be with
them as their God.

4Hewill wipe away every tear from their
eyes. Death will be no more; neither will
there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain
any more. The first things have passed
away.”

5Hewho sits on the throne said, “Behold,
I am making all things new.” He said,
“Write, for thesewords ofGodare faith-
ful and true.”

6He said tome, “I am theAlpha and the
Omega, theBeginningandtheEnd. Iwill
give freely to him who is thirsty from
the spring of the water of life.

7 He who overcomes, I will give him
these things. I will be his God, and he
will bemy son.

8 But for the cowardly, unbelieving,
sinners,† abominable,murderers, sexu-
ally immoral, sorcerers,‡ idolaters, and
all liars, their part is in the lake that
burns with fire and sulphur, which is
the second death.”

9 One of the seven angels who had the
seven bowls which were loaded with the
seven last plagues came, and he spoke with
me, saying, “Come here. I will show you the
bride, the Lamb’s wife.”

10 He carried me away in the Spirit to a
great and high mountain, and showed me
the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out
of heaven from God,

11 having the glory of God. Her light was
like a most precious stone, like a jasper
stone, clear as crystal;

12 having a great and high wall with
twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels,
and names written on them, which are the
names of the twelve tribes of the childrenof
Israel.

13On the eastwere three gates, andon the
north three gates, and on the south three
gates, and on the west three gates.

14 The wall of the city had twelve foun-
dations, and on them twelve names of the
twelve Apostles of the Lamb.

15He who spoke with me had for a mea-
sure a golden reed to measure the city, its
gates, and its walls.

16The city is square. Its length is as great
as its width. He measured the city with the
reed: twelve thousand and twelve stadia.§
Its length, width, and height are equal.

17 Its wall is one hundred and forty-four
cubits,† by the measure of a man, that is, of
an angel.

18The construction of its wall was jasper.
The city was pure gold, like pure glass.

19The foundations of the city’s wall were
adorned with all kinds of precious stones.
The first foundation was jasper, the second
sapphire,‡ the third chalcedony, the fourth
emerald,

20 the fifth sardonyx, the sixth sardius,
the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl,
the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the
eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst.

21 The twelve gates were twelve pearls.
Eachoneof thegateswasmadeofonepearl.
The street of the city was pure gold, like
transparent glass.

22 I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God
the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.

23 The city has no need for the sun or
moon to shine, for the very glory of God
illuminated it and its lamp is the Lamb.

24 The nations will walk in its light. The
kings of the earth bring the glory and hon-
our of the nations into it.

25 Its gates will in no way be shut by day
(for there will be no night there),

26 and they shall bring the glory and the
honour of the nations into it so that they
may enter.

27 There will in no way enter into it any-
thing profane, or one who causes an abom-
ination or a lie, but only those who are
written in the Lamb’s book of life.

22
1 He showed me a† river of water of

life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the
throne of God and of the Lamb,

2 in the middle of its street. On this side
of the river and on that was the tree of life,
bearing twelve kinds of fruits, yielding its
fruit every month. The leaves of the tree
were for the healing of the nations.

3 There will be no curse any more. The
throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it,
and his servants will serve him.

† 21:8: TR and NU omit “sinners” ‡ 21:8: The word for “sorcerers” here also includes users of potions and drugs.
§ 21:16: 12,012 stadia = 2,221 kilometres or 1,380miles. TR reads 12,000 stadia instead of 12,012 stadia. † 21:17: 144
cubits is about 65.8 metres or 216 feet ‡ 21:19: or, lapis lazuli † 22:1: TR adds “pure”
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4They will see his face, and his namewill
be on their foreheads.

5Therewill be no night, and they need no
lamp light or sun light; for the LordGodwill
illuminate them. They will reign forever
and ever.

6He said tome, “These words are faithful
and true. The Lord God of the spirits of
the prophets sent his angel to show to his
bondservants the things which must hap-
pen soon.”

7 “Behold, I am coming soon! Blessed
is he who keeps the words of the
prophecy of this book.”

8Now I, John, am the one who heard and
saw these things. When I heard and saw, I
fell down to worship before the feet of the
angel who had shownme these things.

9He said to me, “You must not do that! I
ama fellowbondservantwith you andwith
your brothers, the prophets, andwith those
who keep the words of this book. Worship
God.”

10He said to me, “Don’t seal up the words
of the prophecy of this book, for the time is
at hand.

11 He who acts unjustly, let him act un-
justly still. He who is filthy, let him be
filthy still. He who is righteous, let him do
righteousness still. He who is holy, let him
be holy still.”

12 “Behold, I am coming soon! My re-
ward is with me, to repay to each man
according to his work.

13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the
First and theLast, theBeginningand the
End.

14 Blessed are those who do his com-
mandments,‡ that they may have the
right to the tree of life, andmay enter in
by the gates into the city.

15Outside are the dogs, the sorcerers,
the sexually immoral, the murderers,
the idolaters, and everyone who loves
and practices falsehood.

16 I, Jesus, have sentmyangel to testify
these things to you for the assemblies. I
am the root and the offspring of David,
the Bright andMorning Star.”

17 The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!”
Hewho hears, let him say, “Come!” Hewho
is thirsty, let him come. He who desires, let
him take the water of life freely.

18 I testify to everyone who hears the
words of the prophecy of this book: if any-
one adds to them, God will add to him the
plagues which are written in this book.

19 If anyone takes away from the words
of the book of this prophecy, God will take

away his part from the tree§ of life, and out
of the holy city, which are written in this
book.

20Hewho testifies these things says, “Yes,
I am coming soon.”
Amen! Yes, come, Lord Jesus!
21 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be

with all the saints. Amen.

‡ 22:14: NU reads “wash their robes” instead of “do his commandments”. § 22:19: TR reads “Book” instead of “tree”



Glossary Abaddon 1277 Glossary crucify

World English Bible
Glossary

The following words used in the World
English Bible British Edition (WEBBE) are
not very common, either because they refer
to ancient weights, measures, or money, or
because they are in someway unique to the
Bible.
Abaddon Abaddon is Hebrew for de-
struction.

Abba Abba is a Chaldee word for father,
used in a respectful, affectionate, and
familiar way, like papa, dad, or daddy.
Often used in prayer to refer to our
Father in Heaven.

adultery Adultery is having sexual in-
tercourse with someone besides your
own husband or wife. In the Bible,
the only legitimate sexual intercourse
is between a man and a woman who
aremarried to each other.

alphaAlpha is the first letter of theGreek
alphabet. It is sometimes used to mean
the beginning or the first.

amenAmenmeans “Sobe it”or “I believe
it is certainly so.”

angel “Angel” literally means “messen-
ger” or “envoy,” and is usually used to
refer to spiritual beings who normally
are invisible to us, but can also appear
as exceedingly strong creatures or as
humans.

Apollyon Apollyon is Greek for de-
stroyer.

apostle “Apostle”means a delegate,mes-
senger, or one sent forth with orders.
This term is applied in the New Tes-
tament in both a general sense con-
nected with a ministry of establishing
and strengthening church fellowships,
as well as in a specific sense to “The
12 Apostles of the Lamb” (Revelation
21:14). The former category applies
to a specific ministry that continues
in the Church (Ephesians 4:11-13) and
which includes many more than 12
people, while the latter refers to the
apostles named in Matthew 10:2-4, ex-
cept with Judas Iscariot replaced by
Matthias (Acts 1:26).

Armageddon See Har-magedon.
assarion An assarion is a small Ro-
man copper coin worth one tenth of a
drachma, or about an hour’s wages for
an agricultural labourer.

aureus An aureus is a Roman gold coin,
worth 25 silver denarii. An aureus
weighed from 115 to 126.3 grains (7.45
to 8.18 grams).

baptise Baptise means to immerse in,
or wash with something, usually wa-
ter. Baptism in the Holy Spirit, fire,
the Body of Christ, and suffering are
also mentioned in the New Testament,
along with baptism in water. Baptism
is not just to cleanse the body, but as
an outward sign of an inward spiritual
cleansing and commitment. Baptism
is a sign of repentance, as practised by
John the Baptiser, and of faith in Jesus
Christ, as practised by Jesus’ disciples.

bath A bath is a liquid measure of about
22 litres, 5.8U. S. gallons, or4.8 imperial
gallons.

batosAbatos is a liquidmeasureof about
39.5 litres, 10.4U. S. gallons, or8.7 impe-
rial gallons.

Beelzebul literally, lord of the flies. A
name used for the devil.

Beersheba Beersheba is Hebrew for
“well of the oath” or “well of the seven.”
A city in Israel.

behold Look! See! Wow! Notice this! Lo!
cherub A cherub is a kind of angel with
wings andhands that is associatedwith
the throne room of God and guardian
duty. See Ezekiel 10.

cherubim Cherubim means more than
one cherub or amighty cherub.

choenix A choenix is a dry volume mea-
sure that is a little more than a litre
(which is a little more than a quart). A
choenix was the daily ration of grain
for a soldier in some armies.

concubine a woman who is united to a
man for the purpose of providing him
with sexual pleasure and children, but
not being honoured as a full partner in
marriage; a second-class wife. In Old
Testament times (and in some places
now), it was the custom of middle-
eastern kings, chiefs, and wealthy men
to marry multiple wives and concu-
bines, but God commanded the Kings
of Israel not to do so (Deuteronomy
17:17) and Jesus encouraged people to
either remain single or marry as God
originally intended: one man married
to one woman (Matthew 19:3-12; 1
Corinthians 7:1-13).

cor A cor is a dry measure of about 391
litres, 103 U. S. gallons, or 86 imperial
gallons.

corban Corban is a Hebrew word for an
offering devoted to God.

crucify Crucify means to execute
someone by nailing them to a cross
with metal spikes. Their hands are
stretched out on the crossbeam with
spikes driven through their wrists
or hands. Their feet or ankles are
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attached to a cross with a metal spike.
The weight of the victim’s body tends
to force the air out of his lungs. To
rise up to breathe, the victim has to
put weight on the wounds, and use a
lot of strength. The victim is nailed
to the cross while the cross is on the
ground, then the cross is raised up
and dropped into a hole, thus jarring
the wounds. Before crucifixion, the
victim was usually whipped with a
Roman cat of nine tails, which had bits
of glass and metal tied to its ends. This
caused chunks of flesh to be removed
and open wounds to be placed against
the raw wood of the cross. The
victim was made to carry the heavy
crossbeamofhis cross fromtheplaceof
judgement to the place of crucifixion,
but often was physically unable after
the scourging, so another person
would be pressed into involuntary
service to carry the cross for him.
Roman crucifixion was generally
done totally naked to maximize both
shame and discomfort. Eventually,
the pain, weakness, dehydration, and
exhaustion of the muscles needed to
breathe make breathing impossible,
and the victim suffocates.

cubit A cubit is a unit of linear measure,
from the elbow to the tip of the longest
finger of a man. This unit is commonly
converted to 0.46 metres or 18 inches,
although that varies with height of the
man doing the measurement. There
is also a “long” cubit that is longer
than a regular cubit by a handbreadth.
(Ezekiel 43:13)

cummin Cummin is an aromatic seed
from Cuminum cyminum, resembling
caraway in flavour and appearance. It
is used as a spice.

darnel Darnel is a weed grass (proba-
bly bearded darnel or Lolium temulen-
tum) that looks very much like wheat
until it ismature,when the seeds reveal
a great difference. Darnel seeds aren’t
good for much except as chicken feed
or to burn to prevent the spread of this
weed.

denarii denarii: plural form of denarius,
a silverRomancoinworthaboutaday’s
wages for a labourer.

denarius A denarius is a silver Roman
coin worth about a day’s wages for an
agricultural labourer. A denarius was
worth 1/25th of a Roman aureus.

devil The word “devil” comes from the
Greek “diabolos,” which means “one
prone to slander; a liar.” “Devil” is used
to refer to a fallen angel, also called “Sa-

tan,” who works to steal, kill, destroy,
and do evil. The devil’s doom is certain,
and it is only amatter of time before he
is thrown into the Lake of Fire, never to
escape.

didrachmaAdidrachma isaGreeksilver
coin worth 2 drachmas, about as much
as 2 Roman denarii, or about 2 days
wages. It was commonly used to pay
the half-shekel temple tax.

disciple a student who follows a teacher
to learn both by precept and example.

distaff part of a spinning wheel used for
twisting threads.

drachma A drachma is a Greek silver
coinworth about one Roman denarius,
or about a day’s wages for an agricul-
tural labourer.

El-Elohe-Israel El-Elohe-Israel means
“God, the God of Israel” or “The God
of Israel is mighty.”

ephah An ephah is a measure of volume
of about 22 litres, 5.8 U. S. gallons, 4.8
imperial gallons, orabitmore thanhalf
a bushel.

Gehenna Gehenna is one word used for
Hell. It comes from the Hebrew Gey-
Hinnom, literally “valley of Hinnom.”
This word originated as the name for a
place south of the old city of Jerusalem
where the city’s rubbish was burnt. At
one time, live babies were thrown cry-
ing into the fire under the arms of the
idol, Moloch, to die there. This place
was so despised by the people after
the righteousKing Josiahabolished this
hideous practise that it was made into
a garbage heap. Bodies of diseased
animals and executed criminals were
thrown there and burnt.

gittith Gittith is a musical term possibly
meaning “an instrument of Gath.”

goad a sharp, pointed prodding device
used to motivate reluctant animals
(suchas oxenandmules) tomove in the
right direction.

gospel Gospel means “good news” or
“glad tidings,” specifically the Good
News of Jesus’ life, death, and resur-
rection for our salvation, healing, and
provision; and the hope of eternal life
that Jesusmade available to us byGod’s
grace.

Hades Hades: The nether realm of the
disembodied spirits. Also known as
“hell.” See also “Sheol”.

Har-magedon Har-magedon, also called
Armegeddon, is most likely a reference
to hill (“har”) of Megiddo, near the
Carmel Range in Israel. This area has
a large valley plainwith plenty of room
for armies to maneuver.
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hinAhin is ameasure of volumeof about
about 6.5 litres or 1.7 gallons.

homerOne homer is about 220 litres, 6.2
U. S. bushels, 6.1 imperial bushels, 58 U.
S. gallons, or 48.4 imperial gallons.

hypocrite a stage actor; someone who
pretends tobe someoneother thanwho
they really are; a pretender; a dissem-
bler

Ishmael Ishmael is the son of Abraham
and Hagar. Ishmael literally means,
“God hears.”

Jehovah See “Yahweh.”
Jesus “Jesus” is Greek for the Hebrew
name “Yeshua,” which is a short ver-
sion of “Yehoshua,” which comes from
“Yoshia,” whichmeans “Hewill save.”

kodrantes A kodrantes is a small coin
worth one half of an Attic chalcus or
two lepta. It is worth less than 2%
of a day’s wages for an agricultural
labourer.

lepta Lepta are very small, brass, Jewish
coins worth half a Roman quadrans
each, which is worth a quarter of the
copper assarion. Lepta are worth less
than 1% of an agricultural worker’s
daily wages.

leviathan Leviathan is a poetic name
for a large aquatic creature, possibly a
crocodile or a dinosaur.

mahalathMahalath is thenameofa tune
or amusical term.

manna Name for the food that God
miraculously provided to the Israelites
while they were wandering in the
wilderness between Egypt and the
promised land. From Hebrew man-hu
(What is that?) or manan (to allot). See
Exodus 16:14-35.

marriage the union of a husband and a
wife for the purpose of cohabitation,
procreation, and to enjoy each other’s
company. God’s plan for marriage
is between one man and one woman
(Mark 10:6-9; 1 Corinthians 7). Al-
though there are many cases of a man
marrying more than one woman in
the Old Testament, being married to
one wife is a requirement to serve in
certain church leadership positions (1
Timothy 3:2,12; Titus 1:5-6).

maschilMaschil is amusical and literary
term for “contemplation” or “medita-
tive psalm.”

michtam Amichtam is a poem.
mina A mina is a Greek coin worth
100 Greek drachmas (or 100 Roman
denarii), or about 100 day’s wages for
an agricultural labourer.

myrrh Myrrh is the fragrant substance
that oozes out of the stems and

branches of the low, shrubby tree
commiphora myrrha or commiphora
kataf native to the Arabian deserts
and parts of Africa. The fragrant gum
drops to the ground and hardens into
an oily yellowish-brown resin. Myrrh
was highly valued as a perfume, and
as an ingredient in medicinal and
ceremonial ointments.

NicolaitansNicolaitansweremost likely
Gnostics who taught the detestable lie
that the physical and spiritual realms
were entirely separate and that im-
morality in thephysical realmwouldn’t
harm your spiritual health.

omega Omega is the last letter of the
Greek alphabet. It is sometimes used to
mean the last or the end.

PenielPeniel isHebrew for “face ofGod.”
phylactery a leather container for hold-
ing a small scroll containing important
Scripture passages that is worn on the
arm or forehead in prayer. These phy-
lacteries (tefillin in Hebrew) are still
used by orthodox Jewish men. See
Deuteronomy 6:8.

Praetorium Praetorium: the Roman
governor’s residence and office build-
ing, and those whowork there.

quadrans A quadrans is a Roman coin
worth about 1/64 of a denarius. A
denarius is about one day’s wages for
an agricultural labourer.

rabbi Rabbi is a transliteration of the
Hebrewword for “my teacher,” used as
a title of respect for Jewish teachers.

Rahab Rahab is either (1) The prosti-
tute who hid Joshua’s 2 spies in Jeri-
cho (Joshua 2,6) and later became an
ancestor of Jesus (Matthew 1:5) and an
exampleof faith (Hebrews11:31; James
2:25); or (2) Literally, “pride” or “arro-
gance” —possibly a reference to a large
aquatic creature (Job 9:13; 26:12; Isaiah
51:9) or symbolically referring to Egypt
(Psalms 87:4; 89:10; Isaiah 30:7).

repent to change one’s mind; turn away
from sin and turn towards God; to ab-
hor one’s past sins and determine to
follow God.

Rhabboni Rhabboni: a transliteration of
the Hebrewword for “great teacher.”

SabbathThe seventh day of theweek, set
aside by God for man to rest.

saints The Greek word for “saints” liter-
ally means “holy ones.” Saints are peo-
ple set apart for service to God as holy
and separate, living in righteousness.
Used in the Bible to refer to all Chris-
tians and to all of those who worship
Yahweh in Old Testament times.
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Samaritan A Samaritan is a resident of
Samaria. The Samaritans and the Jews
generally detested each other during
the time that Jesus walked amongst us.

sanctify To declare or set apart some-
thing as holy. To purify and separate a
person from sin.

sata A sata is a dry measure of capacity
approximately equal to 13 litres or 1.5
pecks.

Satan Satanmeans “accuser.” This is one
name for the devil, an enemy of God
and God’s people.

scribe A scribe is one who copies God’s
law. They were often respected as
teachers and authorities on God’s law.

selah Selah is a musical term indicating
a pause or instrumental interlude for
reflection.

seraphim Seraphim are 6-winged an-
gels. See Isaiah 6:2-6.

sexual immoralityThe term “sexual im-
morality” in the New Testament comes
from the Greek “porneia,” which refers
to any sexual activity besides that be-
tween a husband and his wife. In
other words, prostitution (male or fe-
male), bestiality, homosexual activity,
any sexual intercourse outside of mar-
riage, and the production and con-
sumption of pornography all are in-
cluded in this term.

shekel A measure of weight, and when
referring to that weight in gold, silver,
or brass, of money. A shekel is approxi-
mately 16 grams, about ahalf anounce,
or 20 gerahs (Ezekiel 45:12).

Sheol Sheol is the place of the dead. See
also “Hades”.

Shibah Shibah is Hebrew for “oath” or
“seven.” See Beersheba.

shigionoth Victorious music.
soul “Soul” refers to the emotions and in-
tellect of a living person, as well as that
person’s very life. It is distinguished
in the Bible from a person’s spirit and
body. (1 Thessalonians 5:23, Hebrews
4:12)

spanA span is the length from the tip of a
man’s thumbto the tipofhis littlefinger
when his hand is stretched out (about
half a cubit, or 9 inches, or 22.8 cm.)

spirit Spirit, breath, and wind all de-
rive from the same Hebrew and Greek
words. A person’s spirit is the very
essence of that person’s life, which
comes from God, who is a Spirit being
(John 4:24, Genesis 1:2; 2:7). The Bible
distinguishesbetweenaperson’s spirit,
soul, and body (1 Thessalonians 5:23,
Hebrews 4:12). Some beings may ex-
ist as spirits without necessarily hav-

ing a visible body, such as angels and
demons (Luke 9:39, 1 John 4:1-3).

stadia Stadia is plural for “stadion,” a lin-
ear measure of about 184.9 metres or
606.6 feet (the length of the race course
at Olympia).

stater A stater is a Greek silver coin
equivalent to four Attic or two Alexan-
drian drachmas, or a Jewish shekel:
just exactly enough to cover the half-
shekel Temple Tax for two people.

tabernacle a dwelling place or place of
worship, usually a tent.

talent A measure of weight or mass of
3000 shekels.

Tartarus Tartarus is the Greek name for
an underworld for the wicked dead;
another name for Gehenna or Hell.

teraphim Teraphim are household idols
that may have been associated with in-
heritance rights to the household prop-
erty.

Yah “Yah” is a shortened form of “Yah-
weh,”which isGod’spropername. This
form is used occasionally in the Old
Testament, mostly in the Psalms. See
“Yahweh.”

Yahweh “Yahweh” is God’s proper
name. In Hebrew, the four consonants
roughly equivalent to YHWH were
considered too holy to pronounce, so
the Hebrew word for “Lord” (Adonai)
was substituted when reading it aloud.
When vowel points were added to
the Hebrew Old Testament, the vowel
points for “Adonai” were mixed with
the consonants for “Yahweh,” which if
you pronounced it literally as written,
would be pronounced “Yehovah” or
“Jehovah.” When the Old Testament
was translated to Greek, the tradition
of substituting “Lord” for God’s proper
name continued in the translation of
God’s name to “Lord” (Kurios). Some
English Bibles translate God’s proper
name to “LORD” or “GOD” (usually
with small capital letters), based on
that same tradition. This can get
really confusing, since twootherwords
(“Adonai” and “Elohim”) translate
to “Lord” and “God,” and they are
sometimes used together. The ASV of
1901 (and some other translations)
render YHWH as “Jehovah.” The
most probable pronunciation of God’s
proper name is “Yahweh.” In Hebrew,
the name “Yahweh” is related to the
active declaration “I AM.” See Exodus
3:13-14. Since Hebrew has no tenses,
the declaration “I AM” can also be
interpretedas “IWAS”and “IWILLBE.”
Compare Revelation 1:8.
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Zion Zion is a name which originally
referred one of the mountains of
Jerusalem. It became a term synony-

mous with Jerusalem itself. The term
“HeavenlyZion” is alsoused to refer the
future dwelling place of God’s people.
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