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The First Book of Moses,
Commonly Called

Genesis
1 At the first God made the heaven and the earth. 2 And the earth was waste and

without form; and it was dark on the face of the deep: and the Spirit of Godwasmoving
on the face of the waters. 3And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. 4And
God, looking on the light, saw that it was good: and God made a division between the
light and the dark, 5Naming the light, Day, and the dark, Night. And there was evening
and therewasmorning, the first day. 6AndGod said, Let there be a solid arch stretching
over the waters, parting the waters from the waters. 7 And God made the arch for a
division between the waters which were under the arch and those which were over it:
and it was so. 8AndGod gave the arch the name of Heaven. And therewas evening and
there was morning, the second day. 9 And God said, Let the waters under the heaven
come together in one place, and let the dry land be seen: and it was so. 10And God gave
the dry land thenameof Earth; and thewaters together in their placewerenamedSeas:
andGodsawthat itwasgood. 11AndGodsaid, Let grass comeupon theearth, andplants
producing seed, and fruit-trees giving fruit, in which is their seed, after their sort: and
it was so. 12And grass came up on the earth, and every plant producing seed of its sort,
and every tree producing fruit, in which is its seed, of its sort: and God saw that it was
good. 13And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 14And God said,
Let there be lights in the arch of heaven, for a division between the day and the night,
and let them be for signs, and formarking the changes of the year, and for days and for
years: 15And let thembe for lights in the arch of heaven to give light on the earth: and it
was so. 16AndGodmade the two great lights: the greater light to be the ruler of the day,
and the smaller light to be the ruler of the night: and hemade the stars. 17And God put
them in thearchofheaven, to give light on theearth; 18Tohave rule over thedayand the
night, and for a division between the light and the dark: and God saw that it was good.
19And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 20And God said, Let
thewaters be full of living things, and let birds be in flight over the earth under the arch
of heaven. 21And Godmade great sea-beasts, and every sort of living andmoving thing
withwhich thewaterswere full, and every sort ofwinged bird: andGod saw that it was
good. 22And God gave them his blessing, saying, Be fertile and have increase, making
all the waters of the seas full, and let the birds be increased in the earth. 23And there
was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 24And God said, Let the earth give
birth to all sorts of living things, cattle and all thingsmoving on the earth, and beasts of
the earth after their sort: and it was so. 25And Godmade the beast of the earth after its
sort, and the cattle after their sort, and everythingmoving on the face of the earth after
its sort: and God saw that it was good. 26And God said, Let us make man in our image,
like us: and let him have rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and
over the cattle and over all the earth and over every living thing which goes flat on the
earth. 27And God made man in his image, in the image of God he made him: male and
female he made them. 28 And God gave them his blessing and said to them, Be fertile
and have increase, and make the earth full and be masters of it; be rulers over the fish
of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thingmoving on the earth.
29And God said, See, I have given you every plant producing seed, on the face of all the
earth, and every tree which has fruit producing seed: theywill be for your food: 30And
to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the air and every living thingmoving on
the face of the earth I have given every green plant for food: and it was so. 31And God
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saw everything which he had made and it was very good. And there was evening and
there wasmorning, the sixth day.

2
1And the heaven and the earth and all things in them were complete. 2And on the

seventh day God came to the end of all his work; and on the seventh day he took his
rest from all the work which he had done. 3And God gave his blessing to the seventh
day and made it holy: because on that day he took his rest from all the work which
he had made and done. 4 These are the generations of the heaven and the earth when
they were made. 5 In the day when the Lord God made earth and heaven there were
no plants of the field on the earth, and no grass had come up: for the Lord God had not
sent rain on the earth and there was no man to do work on the land. 6But a mist went
up from the earth, watering all the face of the land. 7And the Lord Godmademan from
the dust of the earth, breathing into him the breath of life: and man became a living
soul. 8And the Lord God made a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man
whomhehadmade. 9And out of the earth the Lordmade every tree to come, delighting
the eye and good for food; and in the middle of the garden, the tree of life and the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil. 10And a river went out of Eden giving water to the
garden; and from there it was parted and became four streams. 11The name of the first
is Pishon,which goes round about all the land ofHavilahwhere there is gold. 12And the
gold of that land is good: there is bdellium and the onyx stone. 13And the name of the
second river is Gihon: this river goes round all the land of Cush. 14And the name of the
third river is Tigris, which goes to the east of Assyria. And the fourth river is Euphrates.
15And the LordGod took themanandput him in the garden of Eden to dowork in it and
take care of it. 16And the Lord God gave the man orders, saying, Youmay freely take of
the fruit of every tree of the garden: 17 But of the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil youmay not take; for on the day when you take of it, death will certainly
come to you. 18And the Lord God said, It is not good for theman to be by himself: I will
make one like himself as a help to him 19And from the earth the Lord God made every
beast of the field and every bird of the air, and took them to theman to see what names
hewould give them: andwhatever name he gave to any living thing, that was its name.
20And the man gave names to all cattle and to the birds of the air and to every beast of
the field; but Adam had no one like himself as a help. 21And the Lord God sent a deep
sleep on theman, and took one of the bones fromhis sidewhile hewas sleeping, joining
up the flesh again in its place: 22And the bone which the Lord God had taken from the
man he made into a woman, and took her to the man. 23And the man said, This is now
bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh: let her name beWoman because she was taken
out of Man. 24For this cause will a man go away from his father and his mother and be
joined to his wife; and they will be one flesh. 25And theman and his wife were without
clothing, and they had no sense of shame.

3
1Now the snake was wiser than any beast of the field which the Lord God hadmade.

And he said to the woman, Has God truly said that you may not take of the fruit of any
tree in the garden? 2And the woman said, We may take of the fruit of the trees in the
garden: 3 But of the fruit of the tree in the middle of the garden, God has said, If you
take of it or put your hands on it, death will come to you. 4And the snake said, Death
will not certainly come to you: 5For God sees that on the day when you take of its fruit,
your eyes will be open, and you will be as gods, having knowledge of good and evil.
6And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and a delight to the eyes,
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and to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit, and gave it to her husband.
7And their eyes were open and theywere conscious that they had no clothing and they
made themselves coats of leaves stitched together. 8And there came to them the sound
of the Lord God walking in the garden in the evening wind: and the man and his wife
went to a secret place among the trees of the garden, away from the eyes of the Lord
God. 9And the voice of the LordGod came to theman, saying,Where are you? 10Andhe
said, Hearing your voice in the garden Iwas full of fear, because I waswithout clothing:
and I keptmyself from your eyes. 11And he said,Who gave you the knowledge that you
were without clothing? Have you taken of the fruit of the tree which I said you were
not to take? 12And the man said, The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave
me the fruit of the tree and I took it. 13And the Lord God said to the woman,What have
you done? And the woman said, I was tricked by the deceit of the snake and I took it.
14And the Lord God said to the snake, Because you have done this you are cursedmore
than all cattle and every beast of the field; you will go flat on the earth, and dust will be
your food all the days of your life: 15And therewill bewar between you and thewoman
and between your seed and her seed: by himwill your head be crushed and by you his
foot will be wounded. 16To the woman he said, Great will be your pain in childbirth; in
sorrowwill your children come to birth; still your desire will be for your husband, but
hewill be yourmaster. 17And toAdamhe said, Because you gave ear to the voice of your
wife and tookof the fruit of the treewhich I said youwerenot to take, the earth is cursed
on your account; in pain youwill get your food from it all your life. 18Thorns andwaste
plants will come up, and the plants of the field will be your food; 19With the hard work
of your hands youwill get your bread till you go back to the earth fromwhich youwere
taken: for dust you are and to the dust you will go back. 20And the man gave his wife
the name of Eve because she was the mother of all who have life. 21And the Lord God
made for Adam and for his wife coats of skins for their clothing. 22And the Lord God
said, Now the man has become like one of us, having knowledge of good and evil; and
now if he puts out his hand and takes of the fruit of the tree of life, he will go on living
for ever. 23 So the Lord God sent him out of the garden of Eden to be a worker on the
earth fromwhich he was taken. 24 So he sent theman out; and at the east of the garden
of Eden he put winged ones and a flaming sword turning every way to keep the way to
the tree of life.

4
1And theman had connectionwith Eve his wife, and she becamewith child and gave

birth to Cain, and said, I have got a man from the Lord. 2 Then again she became with
child and gave birth to Abel, his brother. And Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was
a farmer. 3And after a time, Cain gave to the Lord an offering of the fruits of the earth.
4 And Abel gave an offering of the young lambs of his flock and of their fat. And the
Lordwas pleasedwith Abel's offering; 5But in Cain and his offering he had no pleasure.
And Cain was angry and his face became sad. 6And the Lord said to Cain, Why are you
angry? and why is your face sad? 7 If you do well, will you not have honour? and if
you do wrong, sin is waiting at the door, desiring to have you, but do not let it be your
master. 8And Cain said to his brother, Let us go into the field: and when they were in
the field, Cainmade an attack on his brother Abel and put him to death. 9And the Lord
said to Cain,Where is your brother Abel? And he said, I have no idea: am Imybrother's
keeper? 10Andhe said,What have you done? the voice of your brother's blood is crying
tome from the earth. 11Andnowyouare cursed from the earth,whosemouth is open to
take your brother's blood from your hand; 12No longer will the earth give you her fruit
as the reward of yourwork; youwill be awanderer in flight over the earth. 13And Cain
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said, My punishment is greater thanmy strength. 14You have sentme out this day from
the face of the earth and from before your face; I will be a wanderer in flight over the
earth, and whoever sees me will put me to death. 15And the Lord said, Truly, if Cain is
put to death, seven liveswill be taken for his. And theLordput amarkonCain so that no
onemight put him todeath. 16AndCainwent away frombefore the face of theLord, and
made his living-place in the land of Nod on the east of Eden. 17AndCain had connection
with his wife and she becamewith child and gave birth to Enoch: and hemade a town,
and gave the town the name of Enoch after his son. 18And Enoch had a son Irad: and
Irad became the father of Mehujael: and Mehujael became the father of Methushael:
andMethushael became the father of Lamech. 19AndLamech had twowives; the name
of the one was Adah, and the name of the other Zillah. 20And Adah gave birth to Jabal:
hewas the father of such as are living in tents and keep cattle. 21Andhis brother's name
was Jubal: he was the father of all players on instruments of music. 22And Zillah gave
birth to Tubal-cain,who is the father of everymaker of cutting instruments of brass and
iron: and the sister of Tubal-cain was Naamah. 23And Lamech said to his wives, Adah
and Zillah, give ear to my voice; you wives of Lamech, give attention to mywords, for I
would put aman to death for awound, and a youngman for a blow; 24 If seven lives are
to be taken as punishment for Cain's death, seventy-seven will be taken for Lamech's.
25And Adam had connection with his wife again, and she gave birth to a son to whom
she gave the name of Seth: for she said, God has givenme another seed in place of Abel,
whom Cain put to death. 26And Seth had a son, and he gave him the name of Enosh: at
this timemen first made use of the name of the Lord in worship.

5
1 This is the book of the generations of Adam. In the day when God made man, he

madehim in the imageofGod; 2Male and femalehemade them, naming themMan, and
giving themhis blessing on the daywhen theyweremade. 3Adamhad been living for a
hundred and thirty yearswhen he had a son like himself, after his image, and gave him
the name of Seth: 4And after the birth of Seth, Adam went on living for eight hundred
years, andhad sons anddaughters: 5Andall the years of Adam's lifewereninehundred
and thirty: and he came to his end. 6And Seth was a hundred and five years old when
he became the father of Enosh: 7Andhewent on living after the birth of Enosh for eight
hundred and seven years, and had sons and daughters: 8And all the years of Seth's life
were nine hundred and twelve: and he came to his end. 9And Enosh was ninety years
old when he became the father of Kenan: 10And after the birth of Kenan, Enosh went
on living for eight hundred and fifteen years, and had sons and daughters: 11 And all
the years of Enosh were nine hundred and five: and he came to his end. 12And Kenan
was seventy years old when he became the father of Mahalalel: 13And after the birth
of Mahalalel, Kenan went on living for eight hundred and forty years, and had sons
and daughters: 14And all the years of Kenan's life were nine hundred and ten; and he
came to his end. 15And Mahalalel was sixty-five years old when he became the father
of Jared: 16And after the birth of Jared, Mahalalel went on living for eight hundred and
thirty years, and had sons and daughters: 17And all the years of Mahalalel's life were
eight hundred and ninety-five: and he came to his end. 18And Jaredwas a hundred and
sixty-two years old when he became the father of Enoch: 19 And Jared went on living
after the birth of Enoch for eight hundred years, and had sons and daughters: 20And
all the years of Jared's life were nine hundred and sixty-two: and he came to his end.
21And Enochwas sixty-five years oldwhen he became the father ofMethuselah: 22And
after the birth of Methuselah, Enoch went on in God's ways for three hundred years,
andhad sons anddaughters: 23Andall the years of Enoch's lifewere three hundred and



Genesis 5:24 5 Genesis 7:2

sixty-five: 24And Enochwent on in God's ways: and hewas not seen again, for God took
him. 25 And Methuselah was a hundred and eighty-seven years old when he became
the father of Lamech: 26And after the birth of Lamech, Methuselah went on living for
seven hundred and eighty-two years, and had sons and daughters: 27And all the years
of Methuselah's life were nine hundred and sixty-nine: and he came to his end. 28And
Lamechwas ahundred and eighty-two years oldwhenhehad a son: 29Andhe gavehim
the nameofNoah, saying, Truly, hewill give us rest fromour trouble and the hardwork
of our hands, because of the earth which was cursed by God. 30And after the birth of
Noah, Lamechwent on living for five hundred and ninety-five years, and had sons and
daughters: 31And all the years of Lamech's lifewere seven hundred and seventy-seven:
and he came to his end. 32And when Noah was five hundred years old, he became the
father of Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

6
1And after a time, whenmenwere increasing on the earth, and had daughters, 2The

sonsofGod saw that thedaughters ofmenwere fair; and they tookwives for themselves
from thosewhowere pleasing to them. 3And the Lord said, My spirit will not be inman
for ever, for he is only flesh; so the days of his life will be a hundred and twenty years.
4 There were men of great strength and size on the earth in those days; and after that,
when the sons of God had connection with the daughters of men, they gave birth to
children: these were the great men of old days, the men of great name. 5And the Lord
saw that the sin of man was great on the earth, and that all the thoughts of his heart
were evil. 6And the Lord had sorrow because he hadmademan on the earth, and grief
was in his heart. 7And the Lord said, I will take awayman,whom I havemade, from the
face of the earth, even man and beast and that which goes on the earth and every bird
of the air; for I have sorrow for having made them. 8But Noah had grace in the eyes of
God. 9These are the generations of Noah. Noahwas an upright man andwithout sin in
his generation: he went in the ways of God. 10And Noah had three sons, Shem, Ham,
and Japheth. 11And the earthwas evil in God's eyes and full of violentways. 12AndGod,
looking on the earth, saw that it was evil: for theway of all flesh had become evil on the
earth. 13And God said to Noah, The end of all flesh has come; the earth is full of their
violent doings, and now I will put an end to them with the earth. 14Make for yourself
an ark of gopherwoodwith rooms in it, andmake it safe from thewater inside and out.
15And this is theway you are tomake it: it is to be three hundred cubits long, fifty cubits
wide, and thirty cubits high. 16You are to put awindow in the ark, a cubit from the roof,
and a door in the side of it, and you are to make it with a lower and second and third
floors. 17 For truly, I will send a great flow of waters over the earth, for the destruction
fromunder the heaven of all flesh inwhich is the breath of life; everything on the earth
will come to an end. 18But with you I will make an agreement; and you will come into
the ark, you and your sons and your wife and your sons' wives with you. 19 And you
will takewith you into the ark two of every sort of living thing, and keep them safewith
you; they will be male and female. 20 Two of every sort of bird and cattle and of every
sort of living thing which goes on the earth will you take with you to keep them from
destruction. 21And make a store of every sort of food for yourself and them. 22And all
these things Noah did; as God said, so he did.

7
1 And the Lord said to Noah, Take all your family and go into the ark, for you only

in this generation have I seen to be upright. 2Of every clean beast you will take seven
males and seven females, and of the beasts which are not clean, two, the male and his
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female; 3And of the birds of the air, seven males and seven females, so that their seed
may still be living on the face of the earth. 4 For after seven days I will send rain on
the earth for forty days and forty nights, for the destruction of every living thingwhich
I have made on the face of the earth. 5 And Noah did everything which the Lord said
he was to do. 6 And Noah was six hundred years old when the waters came flowing
over all the earth. 7And Noah, with his sons and his wife and his sons' wives, went into
the ark because of the flowing of the waters. 8Of clean beasts, and of beasts which are
not clean, and of birds, and of everything which goes on the earth, 9 In twos, male and
female, they went into the ark with Noah, as God had said. 10And after the seven days,
the waters came over all the earth. 11 In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the
secondmonth, on the seventeenth day of themonth, all the fountains of the great deep
came bursting through, and thewindows of heavenwere open; 12And rain came down
on the earth for forty days and forty nights. 13On the same day Noah, with Shem, Ham,
and Japheth, his sons, and his wife and his sons' wives, went into the ark; 14And with
them, every sort of beast and cattle, and every sort of thingwhich goes on the earth, and
every sort of bird. 15TheywentwithNoah into the ark, two and two of all flesh inwhich
is the breath of life. 16Male and female of all flesh went in, as God had said, and the
ark was shut by the Lord. 17And for forty days the waters were over all the earth; and
the waters were increased so that the ark was lifted up high over the earth. 18And the
waters overcame everything and were increased greatly on the earth, and the ark was
resting on the face of the waters. 19And the waters overcame everything on the earth;
and all the mountains under heaven were covered. 20 The waters went fifteen cubits
higher, till all the mountains were covered. 21 And destruction came on every living
thing moving on the earth, birds and cattle and beasts and everything which went on
the earth, and everyman. 22Everything on the dry land, inwhichwas the breath of life,
came to its end. 23 Every living thing on the face of all the earth, man and cattle and
things moving on the face of the earth, and birds of the air, came to destruction: only
Noah and thosewhowerewith him in the ark, were kept from death. 24And thewaters
were over the earth a hundred and fifty days.

8
1AndGod kept Noah inmind, and all the living things and the cattle whichwerewith

him in theark: andGod sent awindover the earth, and thewaterswent down. 2And the
fountains of the deep and the windows of heaven were shut, and the rain from heaven
was stopped. 3 And the waters went slowly back from the earth, and at the end of a
hundred and fifty days the waters were lower. 4 And on the seventeenth day of the
seventh month the ark came to rest on the mountains of Ararat. 5And still the waters
went on falling, till on the first day of the tenth month the tops of the mountains were
seen. 6Then, after forty days, through the open window of the ark which he hadmade,
7Noah sent out a raven,whichwent thisway and that till thewaterswere gone from the
earth. 8And he sent out a dove, to see if the waters had gone from the face of the earth;
9But the dove sawno resting-place for her foot, and cameback to the ark, for thewaters
were still over all the earth; and he put out his hand, and took her into the ark. 10And
afterwaiting another seven days, he sent the dove out again; 11And the dove cameback
at evening, and in hermouthwas an olive-leaf broken off: so Noahwas certain that the
waters had gone down on the earth. 12And after seven daysmore, he sent the dove out
again, but she did not come back to him. 13And in the six hundred and first year, on the
first day of the first month, the waters were dry on the earth: and Noah took the cover
off the ark and saw that the face of the earth was dry. 14 And on the twenty-seventh
day of the secondmonth the earthwas dry. 15AndGod said to Noah, 16Go out of the ark,
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you and yourwife and your sons and your sons'wives. 17Take outwith you every living
thingwhich iswith you, birds and cattle and everythingwhich goes on the earth, so that
theymay have offspring and be fertile and be increased on the earth. 18AndNoahwent
outwith his sons andhiswife andhis sons'wives; 19Andevery beast andbird and every
living thingof every sortwhich goes on the earth,went out of the ark. 20AndNoahmade
an altar to the Lord, and from every clean beast and bird he made burned offerings on
the altar. 21And when the sweet smell came up to the Lord, he said in his heart, I will
not again put a curse on the earth because of man, for the thoughts of man's heart are
evil from his earliest days; never again will I send destruction on all living things as I
have done. 22While the earth goes on, seed time and the getting in of the grain, cold and
heat, summer andwinter, day and night, will not come to an end.

9
1 And God gave his blessing to Noah and his sons, and said, Be fertile, and have

increase, and make the earth full. 2 And the fear of you will be strong in every beast
of the earth and every bird of the air; everything which goes on the land, and all the
fishes of the sea, are given into your hands. 3Every living andmoving thingwill be food
for you; I give them all to you as before I gave you all green things. 4But flesh with the
life-blood in it youmay not take for food. 5And for your blood, which is your life, will I
take payment; from every beast I will take it, and from every man will I take payment
for the blood of his brother-man. 6Whoever takes a man's life, by man will his life be
taken; because God made man in his image. 7 And now, be fertile and have increase;
have offspring on the earth and become great in number. 8And God said to Noah and
to his sons, 9 Truly, I will make my agreement with you and with your seed after you,
10Andwith every living thingwith you, all birds and cattle and every beast of the earth
which comes out of the ark with you. 11And I will makemy agreement with you; never
again will all flesh be cut off by the waters; never again will the waters come over all
the earth for its destruction. 12And God said, This is the sign of the agreement which I
make between me and you and every living thing with you, for all future generations:
13 I will put my bow in the cloud and it will be for a sign of the agreement between me
and theearth. 14Andwhenever Imakea cloudcomeover the earth, thebowwill be seen
in the cloud, 15And I will keep in mind the agreement between me and you and every
living thing; and never againwill there be a great flow of waters causing destruction to
all flesh. 16And the bow will be in the cloud, and looking on it, I will keep in mind the
eternal agreement between God and every living thing on the earth. 17 And God said
to Noah, This is the sign of the agreement which I have made betweenme and all flesh
on the earth. 18 And the sons of Noah who went out of the ark were Shem, Ham, and
Japheth; and Ham is the father of Canaan. 19 These three were the sons of Noah and
from them all the earth was peopled. 20 In those days Noah became a farmer, and he
made a vine-garden. 21Andhe took of thewine of it andwas overcomeby drink; and he
was uncovered in his tent. 22And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw his father unclothed,
and gave news of it to his two brothers outside. 23And Shem and Japheth took a robe,
and putting it on their backs went in with their faces turned away, and put it over their
father so that they might not see him unclothed. 24And, awaking from his wine, Noah
sawwhat his youngest sonhaddone tohim, andhe said, 25CursedbeCanaan; let himbe
a servant of servants to his brothers. 26Andhe said, Praise to the Lord, the God of Shem;
let Canaan be his servant. 27May God make Japheth great, and let his living-place be
in the tents of Shem, and let Canaan be his servant. 28And Noah went on living three
hundred and fifty years after the great flow of waters; 29 all the years of his life were
nine hundred and fifty: and he came to his end.
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10
1Now these are the generations of the sons of Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth: these

are the sonswhich they had after the great flow of waters 2The sons of Japheth: Gomer
and Magog and Madai and Javan and Tubal and Meshech and Tiras. 3And the sons of
Gomer: Ashkenaz and Riphath and Togarmah. 4 And the sons of Javan: Elishah and
Tarshish, the Kittim and the Dodanim. 5 From these came the nations of the sea-lands,
with their different families and languages. 6And the sons of Ham: Cush and Mizraim
and Put and Canaan. 7And the sons of Cush: Seba andHavilah and Sabtah and Raamah
and Sabteca; and the sons of Raamah: Sheba and Dedan. 8And Cush was the father of
Nimrod, whowas the first of the greatmen of the earth. 9Hewas a very great bowman,
so that there is a saying, Like Nimrod, a very great bowman. 10 And at the first, his
kingdomwas Babel and Erech andAccad and Calneh, in the land of Shinar. 11From that
land he went out into Assyria, building Nineveh with its wide streets and Calah, 12And
Resen between Nineveh and Calah, which is a very great town. 13 And Mizraim was
the father of the Ludim and Anamim and Lehabim and Naphtuhim; 14And Pathrusim
and Casluhim and Caphtorim, fromwhom came the Philistines. 15And Canaanwas the
father of Zidon, who was his oldest son, and Heth, 16And the Jebusite and the Amorite
and the Girgashite, 17And the Hivite and the Arkite and the Sinite, 18And the Arvadite
and the Zemarite and the Hamathite; after that the families of the Canaanites went
far and wide in all directions; 19 Their country stretching from Zidon to Gaza, in the
direction of Gerar; and to Lasha, in the direction of Sodom and Gomorrah and Admah
and Zeboiim. 20All these, with their different families, languages, lands, and nations,
are the offspring of Ham. 21And Shem, the older brother of Japheth, the father of the
children of Eber, had other sons in addition. 22 These are the sons of Shem: Elam and
Asshur and Arpachshad and Lud and Aram. 23 And the sons of Aram: Uz and Hul
and Gether and Mash. 24 And Arpachshad became the father of Shelah; and Shelah
became the father of Eber. 25 And Eber had two sons: the name of the one was Peleg,
because in his time the peoples of the earth became separate; and his brother's name
was Joktan. 26AndJoktanwas the fatherofAlmodadandShelephandHazarmavethand
Jerah 27And Hadoram and Uzal and Diklah 28And Obal and Abimael and Sheba 29And
Ophir and Havilah and Jobab; all these were the sons of Joktan. 30 And their country
was from Mesha, in the direction of Sephar, the mountain of the east. 31 These, with
their families and their languages and their lands and their nations, are the offspring
of Shem. 32These are the families of the sons of Noah, in the order of their generations
and their nations: from these came all the nations of the earth after the great flow of
waters.

11
1And all the earth had one language and one tongue. 2And it came about that in their

wandering from the east, they came to a stretch of flat country in the land of Shinar, and
there they made their living-place. 3 And they said one to another, Come, let us make
bricks, burning them well. And they had bricks for stone, putting them together with
sticky earth. 4And they said, Come, let us make a town, and a tower whose top will go
up as high as heaven; and let us make a great name for ourselves, so that we may not
bewanderers over the face of the earth. 5And the Lord came down to see the town and
the tower which the children of men were building. 6And the Lord said, See, they are
all one people and have all one language; and this is only the start of what theymay do:
and now it will not be possible to keep them from any purpose of theirs. 7Come, let us
go down and take away the sense of their language, so that theywill not be able tomake
themselves clear to one another. 8So the LordGod sent themaway into every part of the
earth: and they gave up building their town. 9So it was named Babel, because there the
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Lord took away the sense of all languages and from there the Lord sent themaway over
all the faceof theearth. 10Theseare thegenerationsofShem. Shemwasahundredyears
oldwhen he became the father of Arpachshad, two years after the great flow ofwaters;
11And after the birth of Arpachshad, Shem went on living for five hundred years, and
had sons and daughters: 12And Arpachshad was thirty-five years old when he became
the father of Shelah: 13Andafter thebirth of Shelah, Arpachshadwent on living for four
hundred and three years, and had sons and daughters: 14And Shelah was thirty years
old when he became the father of Eber: 15And after the birth of Eber, Shelah went on
living for four hundred and three years, and had sons and daughters: 16And Eber was
thirty-four years oldwhenhe became the father of Peleg: 17And after the birth of Peleg,
Eber went on living for four hundred and thirty years, and had sons and daughters:
18 And Peleg was thirty years old when he became the father of Reu: 19 And after the
birth of Reu, Peleg went on living for two hundred and nine years, and had sons and
daughters: 20 And Reu was thirty-two years old when he became the father of Serug:
21Andafter the birth of Serug, Reuwent on living for twohundred and seven years, and
had sons and daughters: 22And Serug was thirty years old when he became the father
of Nahor: 23And after the birth of Nahor, Serug went on living for two hundred years,
and had sons and daughters: 24AndNahorwas twenty-nine years oldwhen he became
the father of Terah: 25And after the birth of Terah, Nahor went on living for a hundred
and nineteen years, and had sons and daughters: 26And Terah was seventy years old
when he became the father of Abram, Nahor, and Haran. 27 These are the generations
of Terah: Terah was the father of Abram, Nahor, and Haran; and Haran was the father
of Lot. 28 And death came to Haran when he was with his father Terah in the land of
his birth, Ur of the Chaldees. 29And Abram and Nahor took wives for themselves: the
nameofAbram'swifewas Sarai, and thenameofNahor'swifewasMilcah, thedaughter
of Haran, the father of Milcah and Iscah. 30And Sarai had no child. 31And Terah took
Abram, his son, and Lot, the son ofHaran, and Sarai, his daughter-in-law, thewife of his
son Abram and they went out from Ur of the Chaldees, to go to the land of Canaan; and
they came to Haran, and were there for some time. 32And all the years of Terah's life
were two hundred and five: and Terah came to his end in Haran.

12
1Now the Lord said to Abram, Go out from your country and from your family and

fromyour father's house, into the land towhich Iwill be your guide: 2And Iwillmake of
youagreatnation, blessingyouandmakingyournamegreat; andyouwill beablessing:
3To themwhoare good to youwill I give blessing, and onhimwhodoes youwrongwill I
putmycurse: andyouwill becomeanameofblessing to all the families of the earth. 4So
Abram went as the Lord had said to him, and Lot went with him: Abram was seventy-
five years old when he went away from Haran. 5And Abram took Sarai, his wife, and
Lot, his brother's son, and all their goods and the servants which they had got in Haran,
and they went out to go to the land of Canaan. 6And Abram went through the land till
he came to Shechem, to the holy tree of Moreh. At that time, the Canaanites were still
living in the land. 7 And the Lord came to Abram, and said, I will give all this land to
your seed; then Abrammade an altar there to the Lord who had let himself be seen by
him. 8And moving on from there to the mountain on the east of Beth-el, he put up his
tent, having Beth-el on thewest andAi on the east: and there hemade an altar and gave
worship to the name of the Lord. 9And hewent on, journeying still to the South. 10And
because there was little food to be had in that land, he went down into Egypt. 11Now
when he came near to Egypt, he said to Sarai, his wife, Truly, you are a fair woman and
beautiful to the eye; 12And I am certain that when the men of Egypt see you, they will
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say, This is his wife: and they will put me to death and keep you. 13 Say, then, that you
aremy sister, and so it will be well withme because of you, andmy life will be kept safe
on your account. 14And so it was that when Abram came into Egypt, the men of Egypt,
looking on the woman, saw that she was fair. 15And Pharaoh's great men, having seen
her, said words in praise of her to Pharaoh, and she was taken into Pharaoh's house.
16And because of her, hewas good to Abram, and he had sheep and oxen and asses, and
men-servants andwomen-servants, and camels. 17And the Lord sent great troubles on
Pharaoh's house because of Sarai, Abram's wife. 18 Then Pharaoh sent for Abram, and
said, What have you done to me? why did you not say that she was your wife? 19Why
did you say that shewas your sister? so that I took her formywife: now, take your wife
and go on your way. 20And Pharaoh gave orders to his men, and they sent him on his
way, with his wife and all he had.

13
1AndAbramwent up out of Egyptwith his wife and all he had, and Lotwith him, and

they came in to the South. 2Now Abram had great wealth of cattle and silver and gold.
3And travelling on from the South, he came to Beth-el, to the place where his tent had
beenbefore, betweenBeth-el andAi; 4To theplacewherehehadmadehisfirst altar, and
there Abram gave worship to the name of the Lord. 5And Lot, who went with him, had
flocks and herds and tents; 6 So that the land was not wide enough for the two of them:
their property was so great that there was not room for them together. 7And there was
an argument between the keepers of Abram's cattle and the keepers of Lot's cattle: at
that time the Canaanites and Perizzites were still living in the land. 8Then Abram said
to Lot, Let there be no argument between me and you, and between my herdmen and
your herdmen, for we are brothers. 9 Is not all the land before you? then let us go our
separate ways: if you go to the left, I will go to the right; or if you take the right, I will go
to the left. 10And Lot, lifting up his eyes and looking an the valley of Jordan, saw that
it was well watered everywhere, before the Lord had sent destruction on Sodom and
Gomorrah; it was like the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt, on the way to Zoar.
11 So Lot took for himself all the valley of Jordan, and went to the east, and they were
parted from one another. 12Abramwent on living in the land of Canaan, and Lot went
to the lowland towns, moving his tent as far as Sodom. 13Now the men of Sodomwere
evil, and great sinners before the Lord. 14 And the Lord had said to Abram, after Lot
was parted from him, From this place where you are take a look to the north and to the
south, to the east and to the west: 15For all the landwhich you see I will give to you and
to your seed for ever. 16And Iwillmake your children like the dust of the earth, so that if
the dust of the earthmay be numbered, thenwill your children be numbered. 17Come,
go through all the land from one end to the other for I will give it to you. 18And Abram,
moving his tent, came andmade his living-place by the holy tree of Mamre, which is in
Hebron, andmade an altar there to the Lord.

14
1Now in the days of Amraphel, king of Shinar, Arioch, king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer,

king of Elam, and Tidal, king of Goiim, 2 They made war with Bera, king of Sodom,
and with Birsha, king of Gomorrah, Shinab, king of Admah, and Shemeber, king of
Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (which is Zoar). 3 All these came together in the valley
of Siddim (which is the Salt Sea). 4 For twelve years they were under the rule of
Chedorlaomer, but in the thirteenth year theyput offhis control. 5And in the fourteenth
year, Chedorlaomer and the kings who were on his side, overcame the Rephaim in
Ashteroth-karnaim, and the Zuzim in Ham, and the Emim in Shaveh-kiriathaim, 6And
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the Horites in their mountain Seir, driving them as far as El-paran, which is near the
waste land. 7 Then they came back to En-mishpat (which is Kadesh), making waste
all the country of the Amalekites and of the Amorites living in Hazazon-tamar. 8 And
the king of Sodom with the king of Gomorrah and the king of Admah and the king of
Zeboiim and the king of Bela (that is Zoar), went out, and put their forces in position
in the valley of Siddim, 9Against Chedorlaomer, king of Elam, and Tidal, king of Goiim,
and Amraphel, king of Shinar, and Arioch, king of Ellasar: four kings against the five.
10Now the valley of Siddimwas full of holes of sticky earth; and the kings of Sodomand
Gomorrah were put to flight and came to their end there, but the rest got away to the
mountain. 11And the four kings took all the goods and food fromSodomandGomorrah
andwent on theirway. 12And in addition they tookLot, Abram's brother's son,whowas
living in Sodom, and all his goods. 13 And one who had got away from the fight came
and gave word of it to Abram the Hebrew, who was living by the holy tree of Mamre,
theAmorite, the brother of Eshcol andAner,whowere friends of Abram. 14AndAbram,
hearing that his brother's sonhadbeenmade aprisoner, took abandof his trainedmen,
three hundred and eighteen of them, sons of his house, and went after them as far as
Dan. 15And separatinghis forces bynight, he overcame them, putting them toflight and
going after them as far as Hobah, which is on the north side of Damascus. 16And he got
back all the goods, and Lot, his brother's son, with his goods and the women and the
people. 17And when he was coming back after putting to flight Chedorlaomer and the
other kings, he had ameetingwith the king of Sodom in the valley of Shaveh, that is, the
King's Valley. 18And Melchizedek, king of Salem, the priest of the Most High God, took
breadandwine, 19Andblessinghim, said,May theblessing of theMostHighGod,maker
of heaven and earth, be on Abram: 20 And let the Most High God be praised, who has
given into your hands those whowere against you. Then Abram gave him a tenth of all
the goods he had taken. 21And the king of Sodom said to Abram, Giveme the prisoners
and take the goods for yourself. 22But Abram said to the king of Sodom, I have taken an
oath to the Lord, the Most High God, maker of heaven and earth, 23That I will not take
somuch as a thread or the cord of a shoe of yours; so that youmay not say, I have given
wealth to Abram: 24 Give me nothing but the food which the fighting-men who went
withme have had; but let Aner and Eshcol andMamre have their part of the goods.

15
1 After these things, the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, saying, Have

no fear, Abram: I will keep you safe, and great will be your reward. 2And Abram said,
What will you give me? for I have no child and this Eliezer of Damascus will have all
my wealth after me. 3 And Abram said, You have given me no child, and a servant in
my house will get the heritage. 4Then said the Lord, This manwill not get the heritage,
but a son of your bodywill have your property after you. 5And he took him out into the
open air, and said to him, Let your eyes be lifted to heaven, and see if the stars may be
numbered; even so will your seed be. 6And he had faith in the Lord, and it was put to
his account as righteousness. 7And he said to him, I am the Lord, who took you fromUr
of the Chaldees, to give you this land for your heritage. 8And he said, O Lord God, how
may I be certain that it will be mine? 9 And he said, Take a young cow of three years
old, and a she-goat of three years old, and a sheep of three years old, and a dove and
a young pigeon. 10All these he took, cutting them in two and putting one half opposite
the other, but not cutting the birds in two. 11And evil birds came down on the bodies,
but Abram sent them away. 12Now when the sun was going down, a deep sleep came
on Abram, and a dark cloud of fear. 13And he said to Abram, Truly, your seed will be
living in a landwhich is not theirs, as servants to a people whowill be cruel to them for
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four hundred years; 14 But I will be the judge of that nation whose servants they are,
and they will come out from among them with great wealth. 15As for you, you will go
to your fathers in peace; at the end of a long life you will be put in your last resting-
place. 16And in the fourth generation they will come back here; for at present the sin
of the Amorite is not full. 17 Then when the sun went down and it was dark, he saw a
smoking fire and a flaming light which went between the parts of the bodies. 18 In that
day the Lord made an agreement with Abram, and said, To your seed have I given this
land from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates: 19 The Kenite, the
Kenizzite, and the Kadmonite, 20 And the Hittite, and the Perizzite, and the Rephaim,
21And the Amorite, and the Canaanite, and the Girgashite, and the Jebusite.

16
1NowSarai, Abram'swife, hadgivenhimnochildren; andshehadaservant, awoman

of Egypt whose name was Hagar. 2 And Sarai said to Abram, See, the Lord has not let
me have children; go in to my servant, for I may get a family through her. And Abram
did as Sarai said. 3 So after Abram had been living for ten years in the land of Canaan,
Sarai took Hagar, her Egyptian servant, and gave her to Abram for his wife. 4 And he
went in to Hagar and she becamewith child, andwhen she saw that shewaswith child,
she no longer had any respect for her master's wife. 5 And Sarai said to Abram, May
my wrong be on you: I gave you my servant for your wife and when she saw that she
was with child, she no longer had any respect for me: may the Lord be judge between
you and me. 6 And Abram said, The woman is in your power; do with her whatever
seems good to you. And Sarai was cruel to her, so that she went running away from
her. 7And an angel of the Lord came to her by a fountain of water in the waste land, by
the fountain on the way to Shur. 8And he said, Hagar, Sarai's servant, where have you
come from and where are you going? And she said, I am running away from Sarai, my
master'swife. 9And the angel said to her, Goback, andput yourself under her authority.
10And theangel of theLord said, Your seedwill be greatly increased so that itmaynot be
numbered. 11And the angel of the Lord said, See, you are with child and will give birth
to a son, to whom you will give the name Ishmael, because the ears of the Lord were
open to your sorrow. 12And hewill be like amountain ass amongmen; his handwill be
against everymanand everyman's hand against him, andhewill keephis place against
all his brothers. 13And to the Lord who was talking with her she gave this name, You
are a God who is seen; for she said, Have I not even here in the waste land had a vision
of God and am still living? 14 So that fountain was named, Fountain of Life and Vision:
it is between Kadesh and Bered. 15AndHagar gave birth to a child, the son of Abram, to
whomAbramgave the name of Ishmael. 16Abramwas eighty-six years oldwhenHagar
gave birth to Ishmael.

17
1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord came to him, and said, I am God,

Ruler of all; go in my ways and be upright in all things, 2And I will make an agreement
between you and me, and your offspring will be greatly increased. 3And Abram went
downonhis face on the earth, and the LordGodwent on talkingwith him, and said, 4As
for me, my agreement is made with you, and you will be the father of nations without
end. 5No longerwill yournamebeAbram, butAbraham, for I havemade you the father
of a number of nations. 6 I will make you very fertile, so that nations will come from
you and kings will be your offspring. 7And I will make between me and you and your
seed after you through all generations, an eternal agreement to be a God to you and
to your seed after you. 8And to you and to your seed after you, I will give the land in



Genesis 17:9 13 Genesis 18:11

which you are living, all the land of Canaan for an eternal heritage; and I will be their
God. 9And God said to Abraham, On your side, you are to keep the agreement, you and
your seed after you through all generations. 10 And this is the agreement which you
are to keep with me, you and your seed after you: every male among you is to undergo
circumcision. 11 In the flesh of your private parts you are to undergo it, as a mark of
the agreement between me and you. 12 Every male among you, from one generation
to another, is to undergo circumcision when he is eight days old, with every servant
whose birth takes place in your house, or for whom you gave money to someone of
another country, and not of your seed. 13He who comes to birth in your house and he
who is made yours for a price, all are to undergo circumcision; so that my agreement
may be marked in your flesh, an agreement for all time. 14And anymale who does not
undergo circumcision will be cut off from his people: my agreement has been broken
by him. 15And God said, As for Sarai, your wife, from now her name will be not Sarai,
but Sarah. 16 And I will give her a blessing so that you will have a son by her: truly
my blessing will be on her, and she will be the mother of nations: kings of peoples will
be her offspring. 17 Then Abraham went down on his face, and laughing, said in his
heart, May aman a hundred years old have a child? will Sarah, at ninety years old, give
birth? 18 And Abraham said to God, If only Ishmael's life might be your care! 19 And
God said, Not so; but Sarah, your wife, will have a son, and you will give him the name
Isaac, and I will make my agreement with him for ever and with his seed after him.
20As for Ishmael, I have given ear to your prayer: truly I have given him my blessing
and I will make him fertile and give him great increase; he will be the father of twelve
chiefs, and I will make him a great nation. 21 But my agreement will be with Isaac, to
whom Sarah will give birth a year from this time. 22And having said these words, God
went up from Abraham. 23 And Abraham took Ishmael, his son, and all whose birth
had taken place in his house, and all his servants whom he had made his for a price,
everymale of his house, and on that very day he gave them circumcision in the flesh of
their private parts as God had said to him. 24Abrahamwas ninety-nine years old when
he underwent circumcision. 25 And Ishmael, his son, was thirteen years old when he
underwent circumcision. 26 Abraham and Ishmael, his son, underwent circumcision
on that very day. 27And all the men of his house, those whose birth had taken place in
the house and those whom he had got for money frommen of other lands, underwent
circumcision with him.

18
1Now the Lord came to him by the holy tree of Mamre, when he was seated in the

doorway of his tent in themiddle of the day; 2And lifting up his eyes, he saw threemen
before him; and seeing them, he went quickly to them from the door of the tent, and
went down on his face to the earth; 3 And said, My Lord, if now I have grace in your
eyes, do not go away from your servant: 4Let me get water for washing your feet, and
take your rest under the tree: 5And let me get a bit of bread to keep up your strength,
and after that you may go on your way: for this is why you have come to your servant.
And they said, Let it be so. 6 Then Abraham went quickly into the tent, and said to
Sarah, Get three measures of meal straight away andmake cakes. 7And running to the
herd, he took a young ox, soft and fat, and gave it to the servant and he quickly made it
ready; 8And he took butter and milk and the young ox which he had made ready and
put it before them, waiting by them under the tree while they took food. 9 And they
said to him, Where is Sarah your wife? And he said, She is in the tent. 10And he said,
I will certainly come back to you in the spring, and Sarah your wife will have a son.
And his words came to the ears of Sarah who was at the back of the tent-door. 11Now
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Abraham and Sarahwere very old, and Sarahwas past the time for giving birth. 12And
Sarah, laughing to herself, said, Now that I am used up am I still to have pleasure, my
husband himself being old? 13And the Lord said, Why was Sarah laughing and saying,
Is it possible for me, being old, to give birth to a child? 14 Is there any wonder which
the Lord is not able to do? At the time I said, in the spring, I will come back to you,
and Sarah will have a child. 15 Then Sarah said, I was not laughing; for she was full of
fear. And he said, No, but youwere laughing. 16And themenwent on from there in the
direction of Sodom; and Abraham went with them on their way. 17And the Lord said,
Am I to keep back from Abraham the knowledge of what I do; 18 Seeing that Abraham
will certainly become a great and strong nation, and his name will be used by all the
nations of the earth as a blessing? 19 For I have made him mine so that he may give
orders to his children and those of his line after him, to keep theways of the Lord, to do
what is good and right: so that the Lord may do to Abraham as he has said. 20And the
Lord said, Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is very great, and their sin
is very evil, 21 I will go down now, and see if their acts are as bad as they seem from the
outcrywhichhas come tome; and if theyarenot, Iwill see. 22And themen, turning from
that place, went on to Sodom: but Abraham was still waiting before the Lord. 23 And
Abraham came near, and said, Will you let destruction come on the upright with the
sinners? 24 If by chance there are fifty upright men in the town, will you give the place
to destruction and not have mercy on it because of the fifty upright men? 25Let such a
thing be far from you, to put the upright to death with the sinner: will not the judge of
all the earth do right? 26And the Lord said, If there are fifty upright men in the town,
I will have mercy on it because of them. 27And Abraham answering said, Truly, I who
amonly dust, haveundertaken to putmy thoughts before the Lord: 28 If by chance there
are five less than fifty uprightmen, will you give up all the town to destruction because
of these five? And he said, I will not give it to destruction if there are forty-five. 29And
again he said to him, By chance there may be forty there. And he said, I will not do it if
there are forty. 30And he said, Let not the Lord be angry with me if I say, What if there
are thirty there? And he said, I will not do it if there are thirty. 31And he said, See now,
I have undertaken to put my thoughts before the Lord: what if there are twenty there?
And he said, I will have mercy because of the twenty. 32And he said, O let not the Lord
be angry and I will say only one wordmore: by chance there may be ten there. And he
said, I will have mercy because of the ten. 33And the Lord went on his way when his
talk with Abrahamwas ended, and Abrahamwent back to his place.

19
1And at nightfall the two angels came to Sodom; and Lot was seated at the way into

the town: and when he saw them he got up and came before them, falling down on his
face to the earth. 2And he said, My masters, come now into your servant's house and
take your rest there for the night, and let your feet bewashed; and early in themorning
you may go on your way. And they said, Not so, but we will take our night's rest in the
street. 3But he made his request more strongly, so they went with him into his house;
and he got food ready for them, andmade unleavened bread, of which they took. 4But
before they had gone to bed, the men of the town, all the men of Sodom, came round
the house, young and old, from every part of the town; 5 And crying out to Lot, they
said, Where are the men who came to your house this night? Send them out to us, so
that we may take our pleasure with them. 6And Lot went out to them in the doorway,
shutting the door after him. 7 And he said, My brothers, do not this evil. 8 See now, I
have two unmarried daughters; I will send them out to you so that youmay do to them
whatever seems good to you: only do nothing to these men, for this is why they have
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come under the shade of my roof. 9And they said, Give way there. This one man, they
said, came here from a strange country, and will he now be our judge? nowwe will do
worse to you than to them; and pushing violently against Lot, they came near to get the
door broken in. 10But themen put out their hands and took Lot into the house to them,
shutting the door again. 11But themenwhowere outside the door theymade blind, all
of them, small and great, so that they were tired out with looking for the door. 12 Then
the men said to Lot, Are there any others of your family here? sons-in-law or sons or
daughters, take themall out of this place; 13Forwe are about to send destruction on this
place, becauseagreat outcryagainst themhas come to theearsof theLord; and theLord
has sent us to put an end to the town. 14And Lot went out and said to his sons-in-law,
whoweremarried tohisdaughters, Come, letusgooutof thisplace, for theLord is about
to send destruction on the town. But his sons-in-law did not take him seriously. 15And
when morning came, the angels did all in their power to make Lot go, saying, Get up
quickly and take your wife and your two daughters who are here, and go, for fear that
you come to destruction in the punishment of the town. 16Butwhile hewaswaiting, the
men took him and his wife and his daughters by the hand, for the Lord had mercy on
them, and put them outside the town. 17And when they had put them out, he said, Go
for your life,without lookingback orwaiting in the lowland; goquickly to themountain
or you will come to destruction. 18And Lot said to them, Not so, O my Lord; 19 See now,
your servant has had grace in your eyes and great is yourmercy in keepingmy life from
destruction, but I amnot able to get as far as themountain before evil overtakesme and
death; 20This town, now, is near, and it is a little one: O, let me go there (is it not a little
one?) so that my life may be safe. 21And he said, See, I have given you your request in
this one thingmore: Iwill not senddestructionon this town. 22Go therequickly, for I am
not able to do anything till you have come there. For this reason, the town was named
Zoar. 23 The sun was up when Lot came to Zoar. 24 Then the Lord sent fire and flaming
smoke raining down fromheaven on Sodom andGomorrah. 25And he sent destruction
on those towns, with all the lowland and all the people of those towns and every green
thing in the land. 26But Lot'swife, looking back, became apillar of salt. 27AndAbraham
got up early in the morning and went to the place where he had been talking with the
Lord: 28And looking in the direction of Sodom and Gomorrah and the lowland, he saw
the smoke of the land going up like the smoke of an oven. 29So it came about that when
God sent destruction on the towns of the lowland, he kept his word to Abraham, and
sent Lot safely away when he put an end to the towns where he was living. 30Then Lot
went up out of Zoar to the mountain, and was living there with his two daughters, for
fear kept him from living in Zoar: and he and his daughtersmade their living-place in a
hole in the rock. 31And the older daughter said to her sister, Our father is old, and there
is noman to be a husband to us in the natural way: 32Come, let us give our fathermuch
wine, and we will go into his bed, so that we may have offspring by our father, 33And
that night theymade their father takemuchwine; and the older daughterwent into his
bed; and he had no knowledge of when she went in or when she went away. 34And on
the day after, the older daughter said to the younger, Last night I was with my father;
let us make him take much wine this night again, and do you go to him, so that wemay
have offspring by our father. 35And that night again they made their father take much
wine; and the younger daughter went into his bed; and he had no knowledge of when
shewent in or when shewent away. 36And so the two daughters of Lot were with child
by their father. 37And the older daughter had a son, and she gave him the nameMoab:
he is the father of the Moabites to this day. 38And the younger had a son and gave him
the name Ben-ammi: from him come the children of Ammon to this day.
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20
1And Abraham went on his way from there to the land of the South, and was living

between Kadesh and Shur, in Gerar. 2And Abraham said of Sarah, his wife, She is my
sister: and Abimelech, king of Gerar, sent and took Sarah. 3But God came to Abimelech
inadreamin thenight, and said tohim, Trulyyouareadeadmanbecauseof thewoman
whom you have taken; for she is a man's wife. 4 Now Abimelech had not come near
her; and he said, Lord, will you put to death an upright nation? 5Did he not say to me
himself, She is my sister? and she herself said, He is my brother: with an upright heart
and clean hands have I done this. 6 And God said to him in the dream, I see that you
have done this with an upright heart, and I have kept you from sinning against me: for
this reason I did not let you come near her. 7 So now, give the man back his wife, for he
is a prophet, and let him say a prayer for you, so your life may be safe: but if you do not
give her back, be certain that deathwill come to you and all your house. 8So Abimelech
got up early in the morning and sent for all his servants and gave them word of these
things, and they were full of fear. 9 Then Abimelech sent for Abraham, and said, What
have you done to us? what wrong have I done you that you have put on me and onmy
kingdom so great a sin? You have done to me things which are not to be done. 10And
Abimelech said to Abraham,Why did you do this thing? 11And Abraham said, Because
it seemed to me that there was no fear of God in this place, and that they might put me
to death because of my wife. 12And, in fact, she is my sister, the daughter of my father,
but not the daughter of my mother; and she became my wife: 13 And when God sent
mewandering frommy father's house, I said to her, Let this be the sign of your love for
me; wherever we go, say of me, He is my brother. 14Then Abimelech gave to Abraham
sheep and oxen and men-servants and women-servants, and gave him back his wife
Sarah. 15AndAbimelech said, See, allmy land is before you; takewhatever place seems
good to you. 16And he said to Sarah, See, I have given to your brother a thousand bits
of silver so that your wrong may be put right; now your honour is clear in the eyes of
all. 17ThenAbrahammade prayer to God, andGodmadeAbimelechwell again, and his
wife and his women-servants, so that they had children. 18For the Lord had kept all the
women of the house of Abimelech from having children, because of Sarah, Abraham's
wife.

21
1 And the Lord came to Sarah as he had said and did to her as he had undertaken.

2And Sarah became with child, and gave Abraham a son when he was old, at the time
named by God. 3 And Abraham gave to his son, to whom Sarah had given birth, the
name Isaac. 4And when his son Isaac was eight days old, Abrahammade him undergo
circumcision, as God had said to him. 5Now Abraham was a hundred years old when
the birth of Isaac took place. 6 And Sarah said, God has given me cause for laughing,
and everyone who has news of it will be laughing with me. 7And she said, Who would
have said to Abraham that Sarahwould have a child at her breast? for see, I have given
him a son now when he is old. 8And when the child was old enough to be taken from
the breast, Abrahammade a great feast. 9And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian
playing with Isaac. 10 So she said to Abraham, Send away that woman and her son: for
the son of that woman is not to have a part in the heritage with my son Isaac. 11 And
this was a great grief to Abraham because of his son. 12 But God said, Let it not be a
grief to you because of the boy and Hagar his mother; give ear to whatever Sarah says
to you, because it is from Isaac that your seed will take its name. 13 And I will make
a nation of the son of your servant-woman, because he is your seed. 14 And early in
the morning Abraham got up, and gave Hagar some bread and a water-skin, and put
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the boy on her back, and sent her away: and she went, wandering in the waste land of
Beer-sheba. 15And when all the water in the skin was used up, she put the child down
under a tree. 16And she went some distance away, about an arrow flight, and seating
herself on the earth, she gave way to bitter weeping, saying, Let me not see the death
of my child. 17And the boy's cry came to the ears of God; and the angel of God said to
Hagar from heaven, Hagar, why are you weeping? have no fear, for the child's cry has
come to the ears of God. 18Come, take your child in your arms, for I will make of him a
great nation. 19Then Godmade her eyes open, and she saw awater-spring, and she got
water in the skin and gave the boy a drink. 20AndGodwaswith the boy, and he became
tall and strong, and he became a bowman, living in thewaste land. 21Andwhile hewas
in the waste land of Paran, his mother got him a wife from the land of Egypt. 22Now at
that time, Abimelech andPhicol, the captain of his army, said toAbraham, I see that God
is with you in all you do. 23Now, then, give me your oath, in the name of God, that you
will not be false tome or tomy sons afterme, but that as I have been good to you, so you
will be to me and to this land where you have been living. 24And Abraham said, I will
give youmy oath. 25But Abrahammade a protest to Abimelech because of awater-hole
which Abimelech's servants had taken by force. 26 But Abimelech said, I have no idea
who has done this thing; you never gave me word of it, and I had no knowledge of it
till this day. 27And Abraham took sheep and oxen and gave them to Abimelech, and the
twoof themmadeanagreement together. 28AndAbrahamput sevenyoung lambsof the
flock on one side by themselves. 29 Then Abimelech said, What are these seven lambs
which you have put on one side? 30And he said, Take these seven lambs from me as a
witness that I havemade this water-hole. 31So he gave that place the name Beer-sheba,
because there the two of them had given their oaths. 32 So they made an agreement at
Beer-sheba, andAbimelech and Phicol, the captain of his army, went back to the land of
the Philistines. 33And Abraham, after planting a holy tree in Beer-sheba, gave worship
to the name of the Lord, the Eternal God. 34And Abrahamwent on living in the land of
the Philistines as in a strange country.

22
1Now after these things, God put Abraham to the test, and said to him, Abraham; and

he said, Here am I. 2Andhe said to him, Take your son, your dearly loved only son Isaac,
and go to the land ofMoriah and give him as a burned offering on one of themountains
of which I will give you knowledge. 3 And Abraham got up early in the morning, and
made ready his ass, and took with him two of his young men and Isaac, his son, and
after the wood for the burned offering had been cut, he went on his way to the place of
whichGodhadgivenhimword. 4Andon the thirdday, Abraham, liftinguphis eyes, saw
the place a long way off. 5Then he said to his young men, Keep here with the ass; and I
and theboywill go onandgiveworship and comebackagain to you. 6AndAbrahamput
the wood for the burned offering on his son's back, and he himself took the fire and the
knife in his hand, and the two of themwent on together. 7Then Isaac said to Abraham,
My father; and he said, Here am I, my son. And he said, We have wood and fire here,
but where is the lamb for the burned offering? 8And Abraham said, God himself will
give the lamb for the burned offering: so they went on together. 9 And they came to
the place of which God had given him knowledge; and there Abraham made the altar
and put the wood in place on it, and having made tight the bands round Isaac his son,
he put him on the wood on the altar. 10 And stretching out his hand, Abraham took
the knife to put his son to death. 11 But the voice of the angel of the Lord came from
heaven, saying, Abraham, Abraham: andhe said, Here am I. 12Andhe said, Let not your
hand be stretched out against the boy to do anything to him; for now I am certain that
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the fear of God is in your heart, because you have not kept back your son, your only
son, fromme. 13And lifting up his eyes, Abraham saw a sheep fixed by its horns in the
brushwood: and Abraham took the sheep and made a burned offering of it in place of
his son. 14 And Abraham gave that place the name Yahweh-yireh: as it is said to this
day, In the mountain the Lord is seen. 15And the voice of the angel of the Lord came to
Abraham a second time from heaven, 16 Saying, I have taken an oath bymy name, says
theLord, because youhavedone this andhavenot kept back frommeyourdearly loved
only son, 17 That I will certainly give you my blessing, and your seed will be increased
like the stars of heaven and the sandby the seaside; your seedwill take the land of those
who are against them; 18And your seedwill be a blessing to all the nations of the earth,
because you have donewhat I gave you orders to do. 19ThenAbrahamwent back to his
youngmen and theywent together to Beer-sheba, the placewhereAbrahamwas living.
20After these things, Abrahamhad news thatMilcah, thewife of his brother Nahor, had
given birth to children; 21 Uz the oldest, and Buz his brother, and Kemuel, the father
of Aram, 22And Chesed and Hazo and Pildash and Jidlaph and Bethuel. 23Bethuel was
the father of Rebekah: these eight were the children of Milcah and Nahor, Abraham's
brother. 24 And his servant Reumah gave birth to Tebah and Gaham and Tahash and
Maacah.

23
1Now the years of Sarah's life were a hundred and twenty-seven. 2And Sarah's death

took place in Kiriath-arba, that is, Hebron, in the land of Canaan: and Abraham went
into his house, weeping and sorrowing for Sarah. 3And Abraham came from his dead
and said to the children of Heth, 4 I am living among you as one from a strange country:
give me some land here as my property, so that I may put my dead to rest. 5 And in
answer the children of Heth said to Abraham, 6 My lord, truly you are a great chief
among us; take the best of our resting-places for your dead; not one of uswill keep back
from you a place where youmay put your dead to rest. 7And Abraham got up and gave
honour to the children of Heth, the people of that land. 8 And he said to them, If you
will let me put my dead to rest here, make a request for me to Ephron, the son of Zohar,
9That hewill giveme the hollow in the rock namedMachpelah, which is his property at
the end of his field; let him give it to me for its full price as a resting-place for my dead
among you. 10Now Ephron was seated among the children of Heth: and Ephron the
Hittite gave Abrahamhis answer in the hearing of the children of Heth, and of all those
who came into his town, saying, 11No, my lord, I will give you the field with the hollow
in the rock; before all the children of my people will I give it to you for a resting-place
for your dead. 12 And Abraham went down on his face before the people of the land.
13AndAbraham said to Ephron, in the hearing of the people of the land, If only youwill
give ear tome, Iwill give you the price of the field; take it, and letme putmydead to rest
there. 14 So Ephron said to Abraham, 15My lord, give ear to me: the value of the land is
four hundred shekels; what is that betweenme and you? so put your dead to rest there.
16 And Abraham took note of the price fixed by Ephron in the hearing of the children
of Heth, and gave him four hundred shekels in current money. 17 So Ephron's field at
Machpelah near Mamre, with the hollow in the rock and all the trees in the field and
round it, 18 Became the property of Abraham before the eyes of the children of Heth
and of all who came into the town. 19 Then Abraham put Sarah his wife to rest in the
hollowrock in thefieldofMachpelahnearMamre, that is, Hebron in the landofCanaan.
20And the field and the hollow rock were handed over to Abraham as his property by
the children of Heth.
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24
1NowAbrahamwasoldand faron inyears: and theLordhadgivenhimeverything in

full measure. 2And Abraham said to his chief servant, the manager of all his property,
Come now, put your hand under my leg: 3 And take an oath by the Lord, the God of
heaven and the God of the earth, that you will not get a wife for my son Isaac from the
daughters of the Canaanites among whom I am living; 4 But that you will go into my
country and tomyrelations andget awife there formy son Isaac. 5And the servant said,
If by chance thewomanwill not comewithme into this land, am I to take your son back
again to the land fromwhich you came? 6And Abraham said, Take care that you do not
letmy son go back to that land. 7The LordGod of heaven,who tookme frommy father's
house and from the land ofmybirth, andmade an oath tome, saying, To your seed Iwill
give this land: he will send his angel before you and give you a wife for my son in that
land. 8And if the womanwill not comewith you, then you are free from this oath; only
do not takemy son back there. 9And the servant put his hand under Abraham's leg, and
gave him his oath about this thing. 10And the servant took ten of his master's camels,
and all sorts of good things of his master's, and went to Mesopotamia, to the town of
Nahor. 11And he made the camels take their rest outside the town by the water-spring
in the evening, at the time when the women came to get water. 12And he said, O Lord,
the God of mymaster Abraham, let me do well in what I have undertaken this day, and
give your mercy to mymaster Abraham. 13 See, I amwaiting here by the water-spring;
and thedaughters of the townare coming out to getwater: 14Now,may the girl towhom
I say, Let down your vessel and giveme a drink, andwho says in answer, Here is a drink
for you and letme givewater to your camels: may she be the onemarked out by you for
your servant Isaac: somay I be certain that youhave been good tomymaster Abraham.
15And even before his words were ended, Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel, the son of
Milcah, whowas the wife of Nahor, Abraham's brother, came out with her water-vessel
on her arm. 16 She was a very beautiful girl, a virgin, who had never been touched by
a man: and she went down to the spring to get water in her vessel. 17And the servant
came running to her and said, Give me a little water from your vessel. 18And she said,
Take a drink, my lord: and quickly letting down her vessel onto her hand, she gave him
a drink. 19And having done so, she said, I will get water for your camels till they have
had enough. 20And after putting the water from her vessel into the animals' drinking-
place, she went quickly back to the spring and got water for all the camels. 21And the
man, looking at her, said nothing, waiting to see if the Lord had given his journey a good
outcome. 22Andwhen the camels had had enough, theman took a gold nose-ring, half a
shekel in weight, and two ornaments for her arms of ten shekels weight of gold; 23And
said to her,Whose daughter are you? is there room in your father's house for us? 24And
she said to him, I am the daughter of Bethuel, the son of Milcah, Nahor's wife. 25And
she said, We have a great store of dry grass and cattle-food, and there is room for you.
26And with bent head the man gave worship to the Lord; 27And said, Praise be to the
Lord, the God of my master Abraham, who has given a sign that he is good and true
to my master, by guiding me straight to the house of my master's family. 28 So the girl
went running and took the news of these things to her mother's house 29Now Rebekah
had a brother named Laban, and he came out quickly to the man at the water-spring.
30And when he saw the nose-ring and the ornaments on his sister's hands, and when
she gave him word of what the man had said to her, then he went out to the man who
was waiting with the camels by the water-spring. 31And he said to him, Come in, you
on whom is the blessing of the Lord; why are you waiting outside? for I have made the
house ready for you, and a place for the camels. 32 Then the man came into the house,
andLaban took their cordsoff the camels andgave themdrygrass and food, andhegave
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to him and the men who were with him water for washing their feet. 33And meat was
put before him, but he said, Iwill not take food till I havemademybusiness clear to you.
And they said, Do so. 34And he said, I am Abraham's servant. 35The Lord has givenmy
master every blessing, and he has become great: he has given himflocks and herds and
silver and gold, and men-servants and women-servants and camels and asses. 36And
when Sarah, my master's wife, was old, she gave birth to a son, to whom he has given
all he has. 37Andmymastermademe take an oath, saying, Do not get a wife formy son
from the daughters of the Canaanites among whom I am living; 38But go to my father's
house and to my relations for a wife for my son. 39And I said to mymaster, What if the
womanwill not comewithme? 40And he said, The Lord, whom I have ever kept before
me, will send his angel with you, who will make it possible for you to get a wife for my
son frommy relations andmy father's house; 41And you will be free from your oath to
me when you come to my people; and if they will not give her to you, you will be free
from your oath. 42And I came today to the water-spring, and I said, O Lord, the God of
mymaster Abraham, if it is your purpose to give a good outcome tomy journey, 43Let it
comeabout that,while I amwaitinghereby thewater-spring, if a girl comes to getwater
and I say to her, Give me a little water from your vessel, and she says, 44 Take a drink,
and I will get water for your camels; let her be the woman marked out by the Lord for
mymaster's son. 45And even while I was saying this to myself, Rebekah came out with
her vessel on her arm; and she went down to the spring to get water; and I said to her,
Giveme a drink. 46And straight away she took down her vessel fromher arm, and said,
Take a drink, and I will get water for your camels. 47And questioning her, I said,Whose
daughter are you? And she said, The daughter of Bethuel, the son of Nahor, andMilcah
his wife. Then I put the ring on her nose and the ornaments on her hands. 48And with
bent head I gave worship and praise to the Lord, the God of my master Abraham, by
whom I had been guided in the right way, to get the daughter of my master's brother
for his son. 49And now, say if you will do what is good and right for my master or not,
in order that it may be clear to me what I have to do. 50 Then Laban and Bethuel said
in answer, This is the Lord's doing: it is not for us to say Yes or No to you. 51 See, here is
Rebekah: take her and go, and let her be your master's son's wife, as the Lord has said.
52And at these words, Abraham's servant went down on his face and gave praise to the
Lord. 53Then he took jewels of silver and jewels of gold and fair robes and gave them to
Rebekah: and he gave things of value to hermother and her brother. 54Then he and the
menwhowerewith himhad food and drink, and took their rest there that night; and in
the morning he got up, and said, Let me now go back to my master. 55But her brother
and her mother said, Let the girl be with us a week or ten days, and then she may go.
56And he said, Do not keep me; the Lord has given a good outcome to my journey; let
me now go back to my master. 57 And they said, We will send for the girl, and let her
make the decision. 58 And they sent for Rebekah and said to her, Are you ready to go
with this man? And she said, I am ready. 59 So they sent their sister Rebekah and her
servant with Abraham's servant and his men. 60And they gave Rebekah their blessing,
saying, O sister, may you be themother of thousands and ten thousands; andmay your
seed overcome all those who make war against them. 61 So Rebekah and her servant-
womenwent with theman, seated on the camels; and so the servant took Rebekah and
went on hisway. 62Now Isaac had come through thewaste land to Beer-lahai-roi; for he
was living in the South. 63Andwhen the eveningwas near, he went wandering out into
the fields, and lifting up his eyes he saw camels coming. 64Andwhen Rebekah, looking
up, saw Isaac, she got down fromher camel, 65And said to the servant,Who is thatman
coming to us through the field? And the servant said, It is mymaster: then she took her
veil, coveringher facewith it. 66Then the servant gave Isaac the story of all hehaddone.
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67And Isaac took Rebekah into his tent and she became his wife; and in his love for her,
Isaac was comforted after his father's death.

25
1AndAbrahamtookanotherwifenamedKeturah. 2ShebecamethemotherofZimran

and Jokshan and Medan and Midian and Ishbak and Shuah. 3 And Jokshan became
the father of Sheba and Dedan. And from Dedan came the Asshurim and Letushim
and Leummim. 4And fromMidian came Ephah and Epher and Hanoch and Abida and
Eldaah. All these were the offspring of Keturah. 5Now Abraham gave all his property
to Isaac; 6 But to the sons of his other women he gave offerings, and sent them away,
while he was still living, into the east country. 7Now the years of Abraham's life were a
hundred and seventy-five. 8And Abraham came to his death, an old man, full of years;
and hewas put to rest with his people. 9And Isaac and Ishmael, his sons, put him to rest
in thehollowrock ofMachpelah, in thefield of Ephron, the sonof Zohar theHittite, near
Mamre; 10The samefieldwhichAbrahamgot fromthe childrenofHeth: thereAbraham
was put to rest with Sarah, his wife. 11Now after the death of Abraham, the blessing of
God was with Isaac, his son. 12 Now these are the generations of Ishmael, the son of
Abraham,whosemotherwasHagar the Egyptian, the servant of Sarah: 13These are the
names of the sons of Ishmael by their generations: Ishmael's first son was Nebaioth;
then Kedar and Adbeel and Mibsam 14 And Mishma and Dumah and Massa, 15Hadad
and Tema, Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah: 16 These are the sons of Ishmael, and these
are their names in their towns and their tent-circles; twelve chiefs with their peoples.
17And the years of Ishmael's life were a hundred and thirty-seven: and he came to his
end, andwas put to rest with his people. 18And their countrywas fromHavilah to Shur
which is east of Egypt: they took their place to the east of all their brothers. 19 Now
these are the generations of Abraham's son Isaac: 20 Isaac was forty years old when he
took Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel the Aramaean of Paddan-aram, and the sister
of Laban the Aramaean, to be his wife. 21 Isaac made prayer to the Lord for his wife
because she had no children; and the Lord gave ear to his prayer, and Rebekah became
with child. 22And the children were fighting together inside her, and she said, If it is to
be so, why am I like this? So she went to put her question to the Lord. 23And the Lord
said to her, Two nations are in your body, and two peoples will come to birth from you:
the onewill be stronger than the other, and the older will be the servant of the younger.
24And when the time came for her to give birth, there were two children in her body.
25And the first came out red from head to foot like a robe of hair, and they gave him the
name of Esau. 26And after him, his brother came out, gripping Esau's foot; and he was
named Jacob: Isaac was sixty years old when she gave birth to them. 27And the boys
came to full growth; and Esau became a man of the open country, an expert bowman;
but Jacob was a quiet man, living in tents. 28 Now Isaac's love was for Esau, because
Esau's meat was greatly to his taste: but Rebekah had more love for Jacob. 29And one
day Jacob was cooking some soup when Esau came in from the fields in great need of
food; 30And Esau said to Jacob, Give me a full meal of that red soup, for I am overcome
with need for food: for this reason he was named Edom. 31And Jacob said, First of all
give me your birthright. 32And Esau said, Truly, I am at the point of death: what profit
is the birthright tome? 33And Jacob said, First of all giveme your oath; and he gave him
his oath, handing over his birthright to Jacob. 34Then Jacob gave him bread and soup;
and he took food and drink andwent away, caring little for his birthright.

26
1 Then came a time of great need in the land, like that which had been before in the

days of Abraham. And Isaac went to Abimelech, king of the Philistines, at Gerar. 2And
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the Lord came to him in a vision and said, Do not go down to Egypt; keep in the land
of which I will give you knowledge: 3Keep in this land, and I will be with you and give
you my blessing; for to you and to your seed will I give all these lands, giving effect to
the oath which I made to your father Abraham; 4 I will make your seed like the stars of
heaven in number, andwill give themall these lands, and your seedwill be a blessing to
all the nations of the earth; 5BecauseAbrahamgave ear tomyvoice and keptmywords,
my rules,my orders, andmy laws. 6So Isaacwent on living inGerar; 7Andwhenhewas
questioned by the men of the place about his wife, he said, She is my sister; fearing to
say, She is mywife; for, he said, themen of the placemay put me to death on account of
Rebekah; because she is very beautiful. 8And when he had been there for some time,
Abimelech, king of the Philistines, looking through a window, saw Isaac playing with
Rebekah his wife. 9And he said to Isaac, It is clear that she is your wife: why then did
you say, She is my sister? And Isaac said, For fear that I might be put to death because
of her. 10 Then Abimelech said, What have you done to us? one of the people might
well have had connection with your wife, and the sin would have been ours. 11 And
Abimelechgaveorders tohis people that anyone touching Isaacorhiswifewas tobeput
to death. 12Now Isaac, planting seed in that land, got in the same year fruit a hundred
times as much, for the blessing of the Lord was on him. 13And his wealth became very
great, increasing more and more; 14 For he had great wealth of flocks and herds and
great numbers of servants; so that the Philistineswere full of envy. 15Nowall thewater-
holes, which his father's servants hadmade in the days of Abraham, had been stopped
up with earth by the Philistines. 16And Abimelech said to Isaac, Go away from us, for
you are stronger than we are. 17 So Isaac went away from there, and put up his tents in
the valley of Gerar, making his living-place there. 18And hemade again thewater-holes
which had been made in the days of Abraham his father, and which had been stopped
up by the Philistines; and he gave them the names which his father had given them.
19Now Isaac's servants made holes in the valley, and came to a spring of flowing water.
20But theherdmenofGerarhadafightwith Isaac's herdmen, for they said, The spring is
ours: so he gave the spring the name of Esek, because therewas a fight about it. 21Then
theymade another water-hole, and there was a fight about that, so he gave it the name
of Sitnah. 22Thenhewent away from there, andmade anotherwater-hole, aboutwhich
therewas no fighting: so he gave it the name of Rehoboth, for he said, Now the Lord has
made room for us, and we will have fruit in this land. 23And from there he went on to
Beer-sheba. 24 That night the Lord came to him in a vision, and said, I am the God of
your father Abraham: have no fear for I amwith you, blessing you, and your seed will
be increased because ofmy servant Abraham. 25Then hemade an altar there, and gave
worship to the name of the Lord, and he put up his tents there, and there his servants
made a water-hole. 26And Abimelech had come to him from Gerar, with Ahuzzath his
friendandPhicol, the captainofhis army. 27And Isaac said to them,Whyhaveyoucome
tome, seeing that in your hate forme you sentme away from you? 28And they said,We
saw clearly that the Lordwaswith you: sowe said, Let there be an oath between us and
you, and let us make an agreement with you; 29 That you will do us no damage, even
as we put no hand on you, and did you nothing but good, and sent you away in peace:
and now the blessing of the Lord is on you. 30Then he made a feast for them, and they
all had food and drink. 31And early in the morning they took an oath one to the other:
then Isaac sent them away and they went on their way in peace. 32And that day Isaac's
servants came to him and gave him word of the water-hole which they had made, and
said to him, We have come to water. 33And he gave it the name of Shibah: so the name
of that town is Beer-sheba to this day. 34And when Esau was forty years old, he took as
his wives Judith, the daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and Basemath, the daughter of Elon
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the Hittite: 35And Isaac and Rebekah had grief of mind because of them.

27
1Now when Isaac was old and his eyes had become clouded so that he was not able

to see, he sent for Esau, his first son, and said to him, My son: and he said, Here am I.
2Andhe said, See now, I amold, andmydeathmay take place at any time: 3So take your
arrows and your bow and go out to the field and get meat for me; 4Andmake me food,
good to the taste, suchas ispleasing tome, andput it beforeme, so that Imayhaveameal
and give youmyblessing before death comes tome. 5Now Isaac'swords to his sonwere
said in Rebekah's hearing. Then Esau went out to get the meat. 6And Rebekah said to
Jacob, her son, Your father said to your brother Esau in my hearing, 7Go and get some
roe's meat and make me a good meal, so that I may be full, and give you my blessing
before the Lord before my death. 8Now, my son, do what I say. 9Go to the flock and get
me two fat young goats; and Iwillmake of themameal to your father's taste: 10And you
will take it to him, so that hemay have a goodmeal and give you his blessing before his
death. 11And Jacob said to Rebekah, his mother, But Esau my brother is covered with
hair, while I am smooth: 12 If by chance my father puts his hand on me, it will seem to
him that I am tricking him, and he will put a curse on me in place of a blessing. 13And
his mother said, Let the curse be on me, my son: only do as I say, and go and get them
for me. 14 So he went and got them and took them to his mother: and she made a meal
to his father's taste. 15And Rebekah took the fair robes of her oldest son, which were
with her in the house, and put them on Jacob, her younger son: 16And she put the skins
of the young goats on his hands and on the smooth part of his neck: 17And she gave into
the hand of Jacob, her son, the meat and the bread which she had made ready. 18And
he came to his father, and said, My father: and he said, Here am I: who are you,my son?
19 And Jacob said, I am Esau, your oldest son; I have done as you said: come now, be
seated and take of mymeat, so that youmay give me a blessing. 20And Isaac said, How
is it that you have got it so quickly, my son? And he said, Because the Lord your God
made it come my way. 21And Isaac said, Come near so that I may put my hand on you,
my son, and see if you are truly my son Esau or not. 22And Jacob went near his father
Isaac: andheput his hands onhim; andhe said, The voice is Jacob's voice, but the hands
are the hands of Esau. 23And he did not make out who he was, because his hands were
covered with hair like his brother Esau's hands: so he gave him a blessing. 24 And he
said, Are you trulymy son Esau? And he said, I am. 25And he said, Put it beforeme and
I will take of my son's meat, so that I may give you a blessing. And he put it before him
and he took it; and he gave him wine, and he had a drink. 26And his father Isaac said
to him, Come near now, my son, and give me a kiss. 27And he came near and gave him
a kiss; and smelling the smell of his clothing, he gave him a blessing, and said, See, the
smell of my son is like the smell of a field on which the blessing of the Lord has come:
28May God give you the dew of heaven, and the good things of the earth, and grain and
wine in full measure: 29Let peoples be your servants, and nations go down before you:
be lord over your brothers, and let your mother's sons go down before you: a curse be
on everyone by whom you are cursed, and a blessing on those who give you a blessing.
30And when Isaac had come to the end of blessing Jacob, and Jacob had not long gone
away from Isaac his father, Esau came in from the field. 31And he made ready a meal,
good to the taste, and took it to his father, and said to him, Letmy father get up and take
of his son'smeat, so that youmay giveme a blessing. 32And Isaac his father said to him,
Who are you? And he said, I am your oldest son, Esau. 33And in great fear Isaac said,
Who then is he who got meat and put it before me, and I took it all before you came,
and gave him a blessing, and his it will be? 34And hearing the words of his father, Esau
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gave a great and bitter cry, and said to his father, Give a blessing to me, even to me, O
my father! 35And he said, Your brother camewith deceit, and took away your blessing.
36And he said, Is it because he is named Jacob that he has twice takenmy place? for he
took away my birthright, and now he has taken away my blessing. And he said, Have
you not kept a blessing for me? 37And Isaac answering said, But I have made him your
master, and have given him all his brothers for servants; I have made him strong with
grain and wine: what then am I to do for you, my son? 38And Esau said to his father, Is
that the only blessing you have, my father? give a blessing to me, even me! And Esau
was overcomewithweeping. 39Then Isaac his fathermade answer and said to him, Far
from the fertile places of the earth, and far from the dew of heaven on high will your
living-place be: 40By your swordwill you get your living and youwill be your brother's
servant; but when your power is increased his yoke will be broken from off your neck.
41 So Esau was full of hate for Jacob because of his father's blessing; and he said in his
heart, The days of weeping for my father are near; then I will put my brother Jacob to
death. 42 Then Rebekah, hearing what Esau had said, sent for Jacob, her younger son,
and said to him, It seems that your brother Esau is purposing to put you to death. 43 So
now, my son, do what I say: go quickly to Haran, to my brother Laban; 44And be there
with him for a little time, till your brother's wrath is turned away; 45Till thememory of
what you have done to him is past and he is no longer angry: then I will send word for
you to come back; are the two of you to be taken fromme in one day? 46Then Rebekah
said to Isaac,My life is aweariness tomebecauseof thedaughters ofHeth: if Jacob takes
awife fromamong the daughters ofHeth, such as these, thewomenof this land, ofwhat
use will my life be to me?

28
1 Then Isaac sent for Jacob, and blessing him, said, Do not take a wife from among

the women of Canaan; 2But go to Paddan-aram, to the house of Bethuel, your mother's
father, and there get yourself a wife from the daughters of Laban, your mother's
brother. 3 And may God, the Ruler of all, give you his blessing, giving you fruit and
increase, so that you may become an army of peoples. 4 And may God give you the
blessingofAbraham, toyouand toyour seed, so that the landofyourwanderings,which
God gave to Abraham, may be your heritage. 5 So Isaac sent Jacob away: and he went
to Paddan-aram, to Laban, son of Bethuel the Aramaean, the brother of Rebekah, the
mother of Jacob and Esau. 6 So when Esau saw that Isaac had given Jacob his blessing,
and sent him away to Paddan-aram to get a wife for himself there, blessing him and
saying to him, Do not take a wife from among the women of Canaan; 7And that Jacob
had done as his father and mother said and had gone to Paddan-aram; 8 It was clear to
Esau that his father had no love for the women of Canaan, 9 So Esau went to Ishmael
and took Mahalath, the daughter of Abraham's son Ishmael, the sister of Nebaioth, to
be his wife in addition to the wives he had. 10 So Jacob went out from Beer-sheba to go
toHaran. 11And coming to a certain place, hemade it his resting-place for the night, for
the sun had gone down; and he took one of the stones which were there, and putting it
under his head he went to sleep in that place. 12And he had a dream, and in his dream
he saw steps stretching from earth to heaven, and the angels of Godwere going up and
down on them. 13 And he saw the Lord by his side, saying, I am the Lord, the God of
Abraham your father, and the God of Isaac: I will give to you and to your seed this land
onwhich you are sleeping. 14Your seedwill be like the dust of the earth, covering all the
land to thewest and to the east, to the north and to the south: you and your seedwill be
a name of blessing to all the families of the earth. 15And truly, I will be with you, and
will keep you wherever you go, guiding you back again to this land; and I will not give
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you up till I have done what I have said to you. 16And Jacob, awaking from his sleep,
said, Truly, the Lord is in this place and I was not conscious of it. 17And fear came on
him, and he said, This is a holy place; this is nothing less than the house of God and the
doorway of heaven. 18And early in the morning Jacob took the stone which had been
under his head, and put it up as a pillar and put oil on it. 19And he gave that place the
name of Beth-el, but before that time the town was named Luz. 20 Then Jacob took an
oath, and said, If God will be with me, and keep me safe on my journey, and give me
food and clothing to put on, 21So that I come again tomy father's house in peace, then I
will take the Lord to bemyGod, 22And this stonewhich I have put up for a pillar will be
God's house: and of all you give me, I will give a tenth part to you.

29
1 Then Jacob went on his journey till he came to the land of the children of the East.

2 And there he saw a water-hole in a field, and by the side of it three flocks of sheep,
for there they got water for the sheep: and on the mouth of the water-hole there was
a great stone. 3And all the flocks would come together there, and when the stone had
been rolled away, they would give the sheep water, and put the stone back again in its
place on the mouth of the water-hole. 4 Then Jacob said to the herdmen, My brothers,
where do you come from? And they said, From Haran. 5 And he said to them, Have
you any knowledge of Laban, the son of Nahor? And they said, We have. 6And he said
to them, Is he well? And they said, He is well, and here is Rachel his daughter coming
with the sheep. 7Then Jacob said, The sun is still high and it is not time to get the cattle
together: get water for the sheep and go and give them their food. 8And they said, We
are not able to do so till all the flocks have come together and the stone has been rolled
away from the mouth of the water-hole; then we will get water for the sheep. 9While
he was still talking with them, Rachel came with her father's sheep, for she took care
of them. 10 Then when Jacob saw Rachel, the daughter of Laban, his mother's brother,
coming with Laban's sheep, he came near, and rolling the stone away from the mouth
of the hole, he got water for Laban's flock. 11And weeping for joy, Jacob gave Rachel a
kiss. 12AndRachel, hearing from Jacob that hewas her father's relation and that hewas
the son of Rebekah, went running to give her father news of it. 13And Laban, hearing
news of Jacob, his sister's son, came running, and took Jacob in his arms, and kissing
him, made him come into his house. And Jacob gave him news of everything. 14 And
Laban said to him, Truly, you are my bone and my flesh. And he kept Jacob with him
for the space of a month. 15Then Laban said to Jacob, Because you are my brother are
you to be my servant for nothing? say now, what is your payment to be? 16Now Laban
had two daughters: the name of the older was Leah, and the name of the younger was
Rachel. 17And Leah's eyes were clouded, but Rachel was fair in face and form. 18And
Jacobwas in lovewithRachel; andhe said, Iwill be your servant seven years for Rachel,
your younger daughter. 19And Laban said, It is better for you to have her than another
man: go on living here with me. 20 And Jacob did seven years' work for Rachel; and
because of his love for her it seemed to him only a very little time. 21Then Jacob said to
Laban, Givememywife so that Imay have her, for the days are ended. 22AndLaban got
together all the men of the place and gave a feast. 23And in the evening he took Leah,
his daughter, and gave her to him, and he went in to her. 24And Laban gave Zilpah, his
servant-girl, to Leah, to be her waiting-woman. 25And in themorning Jacob saw that it
was Leah: and he said to Laban,What have you done tome? was I not working for you
so that I might have Rachel? why have you been false to me? 26And Laban said, In our
countrywe donot let the younger daughter bemarried before the older. 27Let theweek
of the bride-feast come to its end and then wewill give you the other in addition, if you
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will bemy servant for another seven years. 28And Jacob did so; andwhen theweekwas
ended, Laban gave him his daughter Rachel for his wife. 29And Laban gave Rachel his
servant-girl Bilhah to be herwaiting-woman. 30Then Jacob took Rachel as his wife, and
his love for her was greater than his love for Leah; and he went on working for Laban
for another seven years. 31Now the Lord, seeing that Leah was not loved, gave her a
child; while Rachel had no children. 32And Leahwaswith child, and gave birth to a son
to whom she gave the name Reuben: for she said, The Lord has seen my sorrow; now
my husbandwill have love forme. 33Then she becamewith child again, and gave birth
to a son; and said, Because it has come to theLord's ears that I amnot loved, hehas given
me this son in addition: and she gave him the name Simeon. 34And she was with child
again, and gave birth to a son; and said, Now at last my husband will be united to me,
because I have given him three sons: so he was named Levi. 35And she was with child
again, and gave birth to a son: and she said, This time I will give praise to the Lord: so
he was named Judah; after this she had nomore children for a time.

30
1NowRachel, because she had no children, was full of envy of her sister; and she said

to Jacob, If you do not give me children I will not go on living. 2 But Jacob was angry
with Rachel, and said, Am I in the place of God, who has kept your body from having
fruit? 3 Then she said, Here is my servant Bilhah, go in to her, so that she may have a
child onmy knees, and Imay have a family by her. 4So she gave himher servant Bilhah
as a wife, and Jacob went in to her. 5And Bilhah became with child, and gave birth to
a son. 6 Then Rachel said, God has been my judge, and has given ear to my voice, and
has given me a son; so he was named Dan. 7 And again Bilhah, Rachel's servant, was
with child, and gave birth to a second son. 8And Rachel said, I have had a great fight
with my sister, and I have overcome her: and she gave the child the name Naphtali.
9When it was clear to Leah that she would have no more children for a time, she gave
Zilpah, her servant, to Jacob as awife. 10And Zilpah, Leah's servant, gave birth to a son.
11AndLeah said, It has gonewell forme: and she gavehim thenameGad. 12AndZilpah,
Leah's servant, gave birth to a second son. 13AndLeah said, Happy am I! and allwomen
will give witness to my joy: and she gave him the name Asher. 14 Now at the time of
the grain-cutting, Reuben saw some love-fruits in the field, and took them to hismother
Leah. AndRachel said toher, Letmehave someof your son's love-fruits. 15ButLeah said
to her, Is it a small thing that you have takenmyhusband fromme? and nowwould you
take my son's love-fruits? Then Rachel said, Youmay have him tonight in exchange for
your son's love-fruits. 16 In the evening, when Jacob came in from the field, Leah went
out to him and said, Tonight you are to come tome, for I have givenmy son's love-fruits
as a price for you. And he went in to her that night. 17And God gave ear to her and she
becamewith child, and gave Jacobafifth son. 18ThenLeah said, Godhasmadepayment
tome for givingmy servant-girl to my husband: so she gave her son the name Issachar.
19And again Leah became with child, and she gave Jacob a sixth son. 20And she said,
God has givenme a good bride-price; nowat lastwill I havemyhusband livingwithme,
for I have given him six sons: and she gave him the name Zebulun. 21After that she had
a daughter, towhom she gave the nameDinah. 22ThenGod gave thought to Rachel, and
hearing her prayer he made her fertile. 23And she was with child, and gave birth to a
son: and she said, Godhas taken awaymy shame. 24And she gave him the name Joseph,
saying, May the Lord give me another son. 25Now after the birth of Joseph, Jacob said
to Laban, Let me go away to my place and my country. 26 Give me my wives and my
children, for whom I have been your servant, and let me go: for you have knowledge
of all the work I have done for you. 27And Laban said, If you will let me say so, do not
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go away; for I have seen by the signs that the Lord has been good tome because of you.
28 Say then what your payment is to be and I will give it. 29 Then Jacob said, You have
seenwhat I havedone for you, andhowyour cattlehavedonewell undermycare. 30For
before I came you had little, and it has been greatly increased; and the Lord has given
you a blessing in everything I have done; butwhen am I to do something formy family?
31 And Laban said, What am I to give you? And Jacob said, Do not give me anything;
but I will again take up the care of your flock if you will only do this for me: 32 Let me
go through all your flock today, taking out from among them all the sheep which are
marked or coloured or black, and all the marked or coloured goats: these will be my
payment. 33And so you will be able to put my honour to the test in time to come; if you
see among my flocks any goats which are not marked or coloured, or any sheep which
is not black, youmay takeme for a thief. 34AndLaban said, Let it be as you say. 35So that
dayhe took all the he-goatswhichwere banded or coloured, and all the she-goatswhich
were marked or coloured or had white marks, and all the black sheep, and gave them
into the care of his sons; 36And sent them three days' journey away: and Jacob took care
of the rest of Laban's flock. 37 Then Jacob took young branches of trees, cutting off the
skin so that the white wood was seen in bands. 38And he put the banded sticks in the
drinking-places where the flock came to get water; and they became with young when
they came to thewater. 39And because of this, the flock gave birth to youngwhichwere
marked with bands of colour. 40 These lambs Jacob kept separate; and he put his flock
in a place by themselves and notwith Laban's flock. 41Andwhenever the stronger ones
of the flock became with young, Jacob put the sticks in front of them in the drinking-
places, so that theymight becomewith youngwhen they saw the sticks. 42Butwhen the
flocks were feeble, he did not put the sticks before them; so that the feebler flocks were
Laban's and the stronger were Jacob's. 43 So Jacob's wealth was greatly increased; he
had great flocks and women-servants andmen-servants and camels and asses.

31
1Now it came to the ears of Jacob that Laban's sonswere saying, Jacobhas taken away

all our father's property, and in this way he has got all this wealth. 2And Jacob saw that
Laban's feeling for him was no longer what it had been before. 3Then the Lord said to
Jacob, Go back to the land of your fathers, and to your relations, and I will be with you.
4And Jacob sent for Rachel and Leah to come to him in the field among his flock. 5And
he said to them, It is clear tome that your father's feeling is no longerwhat it was tome;
but the God of my father has been with me 6And you have seen how I have done all in
my power for your father, 7 But your father has not kept faith with me, and ten times
he has made changes in my payment; but God has kept him from doing me damage.
8 If he said, All those in the flock which have marks are to be yours, then all the flock
gave birth to marked young; and if he said, All the banded ones are to be yours, then
all the flock had banded young. 9 So God has taken away your father's cattle and has
given them tome. 10And at the time when the flock were with young, I saw in a dream
that all thehe-goatswhichwere joinedwith the she-goatswerebandedandmarkedand
coloured. 11And in my dream the angel of the Lord said to me, Jacob: and I said, Here
am I. 12And he said, See how all the he-goats are banded andmarked and coloured: for
I have seen what Laban has done to you. 13 I am the God of Beth-el, where you put oil
on the pillar and took an oath to me: now then, come out of this land and go back to
the country of your birth. 14Then Rachel and Leah said to him in answer, What part or
heritage is there for us in our father's house? 15 Are we not as people from a strange
country to him? for he took a price for us and now it is all used up. 16 For the wealth
which God has taken from him is ours and our children's; so now, whatever God has
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said to you, do. 17 Then Jacob put his wives and his sons on camels; 18And sending on
before himall his cattle and his propertywhich he had got together in Paddan-aram, he
made ready to go to Isaac his father in the land of Canaan. 19Now Laban had gone to
see to the cutting of thewool of his sheep; so Rachel secretly took the images of the gods
of her father's house. 20And Jacobwent away secretly, without giving news of his flight
to Laban the Aramaean. 21 So he went away with all he had, and went across the River
in the direction of the hill-country of Gilead. 22And on the third day Laban had news of
Jacob's flight. 23And taking themen of his family with him, hewent after him for seven
days and overtook him in the hill-country of Gilead. 24 Then God came to Laban in a
dream by night, and said to him, Take care that you say nothing good or bad to Jacob.
25 Now when Laban overtook him, Jacob had put up his tent in the hill-country; and
Laban and his brothers put up their tents in the hill-country of Gilead. 26 And Laban
said to Jacob, Why did you go away secretly, taking my daughters away like prisoners
of war? 27Why did you make a secret of your flight, not giving me word of it, so that I
might have sent you away with joy and songs, with melody and music? 28 You did not
even let me give a kiss to my sons and my daughters. This was a foolish thing to do.
29 It is inmy power to do you damage: but the God of your father came tome this night,
saying, Take care that you say nothing good or bad to Jacob. 30And now, it seems, you
are going because your heart's desire is for your father's house; butwhyhave you taken
my gods? 31And Jacob, in answer, said to Laban, My fear was that you might take your
daughters from me by force. 32As for your gods, if anyone of us has them, let him be
put to death: make search before us all for what is yours, and take it. For Jacob had
no knowledge that Rachel had taken them. 33 So Laban went into Jacob's tent and into
Leah's tent, and into the tents of the two servant-women, but they were not there; and
he came out of Leah's tent andwent into Rachel's. 34Now Rachel had taken the images,
and had put them in the camels' basket, andwas seated on them. And Laban, searching
through all the tent, did not come across them. 35And she said to her father, Let not my
lord be angry because I do not get up before you, for I am in the common condition of
women. And with all his searching, he did not come across the images. 36 Then Jacob
wasangrywithLaban, and said,What crimeor sinhave I done that youhave comeafter
me with such passion? 37Now that you have made search through all my goods, what
have you seen which is yours? Make it clear now before my people and your people,
so that they may be judges between us. 38 These twenty years I have been with you;
your sheep and your goats have had young without loss, not one of your he-goats have
I taken for food. 39 Anything which was wounded by beasts I did not take to you, but
myself made up for the loss of it; you made me responsible for whatever was taken by
thieves, by day or by night. 40 This was my condition, wasted by heat in the day and
by the bitter cold at night; and sleep went from my eyes. 41 These twenty years I have
been in your house; I was your servant for fourteen years because of your daughters,
and for six years I kept your flock, and ten times was my payment changed. 42 If the
God of my father, the God of Abraham and the Fear of Isaac, had not been withme, you
would have sentme awaywith nothing inmy hands. But God has seenmy troubles and
the work of my hands, and this night he kept you back. 43Then Laban, answering, said,
These women are my daughters and these children my children, the flocks and all you
see are mine: what nowmay I do for my daughters and for their children? 44Come, let
us make an agreement, you and I; and let it be for a witness between us. 45Then Jacob
took a stone and put it up as a pillar. 46And Jacob said to his people, Get stones together;
and they did so; and they had a meal there by the stones. 47And the name Laban gave
it was Jegar-sahadutha: but Jacob gave it the name of Galeed. 48And Laban said, These
stones are a witness between you and me today. For this reason its name was Galeed,
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49And Mizpah, for he said, May the Lord keep watch on us when we are unable to see
one another's doings. 50 If you are cruel to my daughters, or if you take other wives in
addition to my daughters, then though no man is there to see, God will be the witness
betweenus. 51AndLabansaid, See these stonesand thispillarwhich Ihaveputbetween
you and me; 52They will be witness that I will not go over these stones to you, and you
will not go over these stones or this pillar tome, for any evil purpose. 53May the God of
Abraham and the God of Nahor, the God of their father, be our judge. Then Jacob took
an oath by the Fear of his father Isaac. 54And Jacobmade an offering on themountain,
and gave orders to his people to take food: so they had a meal and took their rest that
night on the mountain. 55And early in the morning Laban, after kissing and blessing
his daughters, went on his way back to his country.

32
1And on his way Jacob came face to face with the angels of God. 2And when he saw

them he said, This is the army of God: so he gave that place the name of Mahanaim.
3Now Jacob sent servants before him toEsau, his brother, in the landof Seir, the country
of Edom; 4Andhe gave themorders to say thesewords to Esau: Your servant Jacob says,
Till now I have been livingwith Laban: 5And I have oxen and asses andflocks andmen-
servants and women-servants: and I have sent to give my lord news of these things so
that Imayhavegrace inhis eyes. 6Whentheservants cameback they said,Wehaveseen
your brother Esau and he is coming out to you, and four hundredmenwith him. 7Then
Jacobwas in great fear and trouble ofmind: andhe put all the people and theflocks and
the herds and the camels into two groups; 8And said, If Esau,meeting one group,makes
an attack on them, the others will get away safely. 9Then Jacob said, O God ofmy father
Abraham, the God ofmy father Isaac, the Lordwho said tome, Go back to your country
and your family and I will be good to you: 10 I am less than nothing in comparison with
all your mercies and your faith to me your servant; for with only my stick inmy hand I
went across Jordan, andnowIhavebecome twoarmies. 11Bemysaviour from thehand
of Esau, my brother: for my fear is that he will make an attack on me, putting to death
mother and child. 12And you said, Truly, I will be good to you, andmake your seed like
the sand of the sea which may not be numbered. 13 Then he put up his tent there for
the night; and from among his goods he took, as an offering for his brother Esau, 14Two
hundred she-goats and twenty he-goats, two hundred females and twenty males from
the sheep, 15 Thirty camels with their young ones, forty cows, ten oxen, twenty asses,
and ten young asses. 16These he gave to his servants, every herd by itself, and he said to
his servants, Go on before me, and let there be a space between one herd and another.
17And he gave orders to the first, saying,Whenmy brother Esau comes to you and says,
Whose servant are you, and where are you going, and whose are these herds? 18Then
say to him, These are your servant Jacob's; they are an offering for my lord, for Esau;
and he himself is coming after us. 19 And he gave the same orders to the second and
the third and to all those who were with the herds, saying, This is what you are to say
to Esau when you see him; 20And you are to say further, Jacob, your servant, is coming
after us. For he said to himself, I will take away his wrath by the offering which I have
sent on, and then I will come before him: it may be that I will have grace in his eyes.
21 So the servants with the offerings went on in front, and he himself took his rest that
night in the tents with his people. 22And in the night he got up, and taking with him his
two wives and the two servant-women and his eleven children, he went over the river
Jabbok. 23He took them and sent them over the stream with all he had. 24 Then Jacob
was by himself; and a man was fighting with him till dawn. 25 But when the man saw
that hewas not able to overcome Jacob, he gave him a blow in the hollowpart of his leg,
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so that his leg was damaged. 26And he said to him, Let me go now, for the dawn is near.
But Jacob said, I will not let you go till you have givenme your blessing. 27Then he said,
What is your name? And he said, Jacob. 28 And he said, Your name will no longer be
Jacob, but Israel: for in your fight with God and with men you have overcome. 29Then
Jacob said, What is your name? And he said, What is my name to you? Then he gave
him a blessing. 30And Jacob gave that place the name of Peniel, saying, I have seen God
face to face, and still I am living. 31And while he was going past Peniel, the sun came
up. And he went with unequal steps because of his damaged leg. 32 For this reason the
children of Israel, even today, never take that muscle in the hollow of the leg as food,
because the hollow of Jacob's leg was touched.

33
1 Then Jacob, lifting up his eyes, saw Esau coming with his four hundred men. So he

made a division of the children betweenLeah andRachel and the twowomen-servants.
2He put the servants and their children in front, Leah and her children after them, and
Rachel and Joseph at the back. 3And he himself, going before them, went down on his
face to the earth seven times till he camenear his brother. 4ThenEsau came running up
tohim, and foldinghim inhis arms, gavehimakiss: and the twoof themwereovercome
with weeping. 5 Then Esau, lifting up his eyes, saw the women and the children, and
said, Who are these with you? And he said, The children whom God in his mercy has
given to your servant. 6Then the servants and their children camenear, andwent down
on their faces. 7AndLeahcamenearwithher children, and then JosephandRachel, and
theydid the same. 8Andhe said,Whatwereall thoseherdswhich I sawon theway? And
Jacob said, Theywere an offering so that Imight have grace inmy lord's eyes. 9But Esau
said, I have enough; keepwhat is yours, my brother, for yourself. 10And Jacob said, Not
so; but if I have grace in your eyes, take them as a sign of my love, for I have seen your
face as one may see the face of God, and you have been pleased with me. 11 Take my
offering then, with my blessing; for God has been very good to me and I have enough:
so at his strong request, he took it. 12And he said, Let us go on our journey together, and
I will go in front. 13 But Jacob said, My lord may see that the children are only small,
and there are young ones in my flocks and herds: one day's over-driving will be the
destruction of all the flock. 14Do you,my lord, go on before your servant; I will come on
slowly, at the rate atwhich the cattle and the childrenareable to go, till I come tomy lord
at Seir. 15And Esau said, Then keep some of mymen with you. And he said, What need
is there for that, if my lord is pleased with me? 16 So Esau, turning back that day, went
on his way to Seir. 17And Jacob went on to Succoth, where hemade a house for himself
and put up tents for his cattle: for this reason the place was named Succoth. 18So Jacob
came safely from Paddan-aram to the town of Shechem in the land of Canaan, and put
up his tents near the town. 19And for a hundred bits of money he got from the children
ofHamor, thebuilder of Shechem, thefield inwhichhehadputuphis tents. 20And there
he put up an altar, naming it El, the God of Israel.

34
1Now Dinah, the daughter whom Leah had by Jacob, went out to see the women of

that country. 2And when Shechem, the son of Hamor the Hivite who was the chief of
that land, saw her, he took her by force and had connection with her. 3 Then his heart
went out in love to Dinah, the daughter of Jacob, and he said comforting words to her.
4And Shechem said to Hamor, his father, Get me this girl for my wife. 5Now Jacob had
word of what Shechem had done to his daughter; but his sons were in the fields with
the cattle, and Jacob said nothing till they came. 6Then Hamor, the father of Shechem,
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cameout to have a talkwith Jacob. 7Now the sons of Jacob came in from thefieldswhen
they had news of it, and they were wounded and very angry because of the shame he
had done in Israel by having connection with Jacob's daughter; and they said, Such a
thing is not to be done. 8 But Hamor said to them, Shechem, my son, is full of desire
for your daughter: will you then give her to him for a wife? 9And let our two peoples
be joined together; give your daughters to us, and take our daughters for yourselves.
10Go on living with us, and the country will be open to you; do trade and get property
there. 11 And Shechem said to her father and her brothers, If you will give ear to my
request, whatever you say Iwill give to you. 12However great youmake the bride-price
and payment, I will give it; only let me have the girl formywife. 13But the sons of Jacob
gavea false answer to ShechemandHamorhis father, becauseofwhathadbeendone to
Dinah their sister. 14And they said, It is not possible for us to give our sister to onewho is
without circumcision, for that would be a cause of shame to us: 15But on this condition
only will we come to an agreement with you: if everymale among you becomes like us
and undergoes circumcision; 16 Then we will give our daughters to you and take your
daughters to us and go on living with you as one people. 17But if you will not undergo
circumcision aswe say, thenwewill take our daughter and go. 18And their wordswere
pleasing to Hamor and his son Shechem. 19Andwithout loss of time the youngman did
as they said, because he had delight in Jacob's daughter, and he was the noblest of his
father's house. 20ThenHamor and Shechem, his son, went to themeeting-place of their
town, and said to themen of the town, 21 It is the desire of thesemen to be at peacewith
us; let them then go on living in this country and doing trade here, for the country is
wide open before them; let us take their daughters as wives and let us give them our
daughters. 22 But these men will make an agreement with us to go on living with us
and to become one people, only on the condition that every male among us undergoes
circumcisionas theyhavedone. 23Thenwill not their cattle and their goods andall their
beasts be ours? so let us come to an agreement with them so that theymay go on living
with us. 24 Then all the men of the town gave ear to the words of Hamor and Shechem
his son; and every male in the town underwent circumcision. 25 But on the third day
after, before the wounds were well, two of the sons of Jacob, Simeon and Levi, Dinah's
brothers, took their swords and came into the town by surprise and put all themales to
death. 26AndHamor and his son they put to deathwith the sword, and they took Dinah
from Shechem's house and went away. 27 And the sons of Jacob came on them when
they were wounded and made waste the town because of what had been done to their
sister; 28 They took their flocks and their herds and their asses and everything in their
town and in their fields, 29And all their wealth and all their little ones and their wives;
everything in their houses they took andmade themwaste. 30And Jacob said to Simeon
and Levi, You have made trouble for me and given me a bad name among the people
of this country, among the Canaanites and the Perizzites: and because we are small in
number theywill come together againstme andmakewar onme; and it will be the end
of me and all my people. 31But they said, Were we to let himmake use of our sister as a
loose woman?

35
1And God said to Jacob, Go up now to Beth-el and make your living-place there: and

put up an altar there to the God who came to you when you were in flight from your
brother Esau. 2 Then Jacob said to all his people, Put away the strange gods which are
among you, andmake yourselves clean, and put on a change of clothing: 3And let us go
up toBeth-el: and there Iwillmake analtar toGod,whogavemeananswer in thedayof
my trouble, andwaswithmewherever I went. 4Then they gave to Jacob all the strange
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gods which they had, and the rings which were in their ears; and Jacob put them away
under the holy tree at Shechem. 5 So they went on their journey: and the fear of God
was on the towns round about, so that they made no attack on the sons of Jacob. 6And
Jacob came to Luz in the land of Canaan (which is the same as Beth-el), he and all his
people. 7And there hemade an altar, naming the place El-beth-el: because it was there
he had the vision of God when he was in flight from his brother. 8 And Deborah, the
servantwho had taken care of Rebekah fromher birth, came to her end, andwas put to
rest near Beth-el, under the holy tree: and they gave it the name of Allon-bacuth. 9Now
when Jacob was on his way from Paddan-aram, God came to him again and, blessing
him, said, 10 Jacob is your name, but it will be so no longer; from now your name will
be Israel; so he was named Israel. 11And God said to him, I am God, the Ruler of all: be
fertile, and have increase; a nation, truly a group of nations, will come from you, and
kings will be your offspring; 12And the land which I gave to Abraham and Isaac, I will
give to you; and to your seedafter you Iwill give the land. 13ThenGodwentup fromhim
in theplacewherehehadbeen talkingwithhim. 14And Jacobput upapillar in theplace
where he had been talking with God, and put a drink offering on it, and oil. 15And he
gave to the place where God had been talking with him, the name of Beth-el. 16 So they
went on from Beth-el; and while they were still some distance from Ephrath, the pains
of birth came on Rachel and she had a hard time. 17Andwhen her pain was very great,
thewomanwhowas helping her said, Have no fear; for now youwill have another son.
18And in thehourwhenher lifewent fromher (fordeathcame toher), shegave thechild
the name Ben-oni: but his father gave him the name of Benjamin. 19 So Rachel came to
her end and was put to rest on the road to Ephrath (which is Beth-lehem). 20And Jacob
put up a pillar on her resting-place; which is named, The Pillar of the resting-place of
Rachel, to this day. 21And Israel went journeying on and put up his tents on the other
side of the tower of the flock. 22Nowwhile theywere living in that country, Reuben had
connection with Bilhah, his father's servant-woman: and Israel had news of it. 23Now
Jacob had twelve sons: the sons of Leah: Reuben, Jacob's first son, and Simeon and Levi
and Judahand IssacharandZebulun; 24The sonsofRachel: JosephandBenjamin; 25The
sons of Bilhah, Rachel's servant: DanandNaphtali; 26The sons of Zilpah, Leah's servant:
Gad and Asher; these are the sonswhom Jacob had in Paddan-aram. 27And Jacob came
to his father Isaac atMamre, at Kiriath-arba, that is, Hebron, where Abrahamand Isaac
had been living. 28And Isaac was a hundred and eighty years old. 29 Then Isaac came
to his end and was put to rest with his father's people, an old man after a long life: and
Jacob and Esau, his sons, put him in his last resting-place.

36
1 Now these are the generations of Esau, that is to say, Edom. 2 Esau's wives

were women of Canaan: Adah, the daughter of Elon the Hittite, and Oholibamah,
the daughter of Anah, the daughter of Zibeon the Hivite, 3 And Basemath, Ishmael's
daughter, the sister of Nebaioth. 4 Adah had a son Eliphaz; and Basemath was the
mother of Reuel; 5Oholibamah was the mother of Jeush, Jalam, and Korah; these are
the sons of Esau,whose birth took place in the land of Canaan. 6Esau took hiswives and
his sons and his daughters, and all the people of his house, and his beasts and his cattle
and all his goods which he had got together in the land of Canaan, and went into the
land of Seir, away from his brother Jacob. 7 For their wealth was so great that the land
was not wide enough for the two of them and all their cattle. 8 So Esaumade his living-
place in the hill-country of Seir (Esau is Edom). 9And these are the generations of Esau,
the father of the Edomites in the hill-country of Seir: 10 These are the names of Esau's
sons: Eliphaz, the son of Esau's wife Adah, and Reuel, the son of Esau's wife Basemath.
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11The sons of Eliphazwere Teman, Omar, Zepho, Gatam, andKenaz. 12And Eliphaz, the
son of Esau, had connection with a woman named Timna, who gave birth to Amalek:
all these were the children of Esau's wife Adah. 13 And these are the sons of Reuel:
Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, andMizzah: theywere the children of Esau'swife Basemath.
14And these are the sons of Esau'swifeOholibamah, thedaughter ofAnah, thedaughter
of Zibeon: she was the mother of Jeush, Jalam, and Korah. 15 These were the chiefs
among the sons of Esau: the sons of Eliphaz, Esau's first son: Teman, Omar, Zepho,
Kenaz, 16Korah, Gatam, Amalek: all thesewere chiefs in the land of Edom, the offspring
of Eliphaz, the seed of Adah. 17 And these are the sons of Esau's son Reuel: Nahath,
Zerah, Shammah, Mizzah: these were the chiefs of Reuel in the land of Edom, the
children of Esau's wife Basemath. 18And these are the sons of Esau's wife Oholibamah:
Jeush, Jalam, andKorah: thesewere the chiefswho came fromEsau'swifeOholibamah,
daughter of Anah. 19 These were the sons of Esau (that is, Edom), and these were their
chiefs. 20 These are the sons of Seir the Horite who were living in that country; Lotan,
Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, 21Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan: these are the chiefs of the Horites,
offspring of Seir in the land of Edom. 22 The children of Lotan were Hori and Hemam;
Lotan's sister was Timna. 23 And these are the children of Shobal: Alvan, Manahath,
Ebal, Shepho, and Onam. 24And these are the children of Zibeon: Aiah and Anah; that
same Anah who made the discovery of the water-springs in the waste land, when he
was looking after the asses of his father Zibeon. 25And these are the children of Anah:
Dishon and Oholibamah his daughter. 26 These are the children of Dishon: Hemdan,
Eshban, Ithran, and Keran. 27These are the children of Ezer: Bilhan, Zaavan, andAkan.
28These are the children ofDishan: Uz andAran. 29Thesewere theHorite chiefs: Lotan,
Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, 30Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan. Such were the Horite chiefs in their
order in the land of Seir. 31And these are the kingswhowere ruling in the land of Edom
before there was any king over the children of Israel. 32 Bela, son of Beor, was king
in Edom, and the name of his chief town was Dinhabah. 33At his death, Jobab, son of
Zerah of Bozrah, became king in his place. 34And at the death of Jobab, Husham, from
the country of the Temanites, became king in his place. 35And at the death of Husham,
Hadad, son of Bedad, who overcame the Midianites in the field of Moab, became king;
his chief town was named Avith. 36 And at the death of Hadad, Samlah of Masrekah
became king. 37 And at the death of Samlah, Shaul of Rehoboth by the River became
king in his place. 38And at the death of Shaul, Baal-hanan, son of Achbor, became king.
39And at the death of Baal-hanan, Hadar became king in his place; his chief town was
named Pau, and his wife's name was Mehetabel; she was the daughter of Matred, the
daughter of Me-zahab. 40These are the names of the chiefs of Esau in the order of their
families and their places: Timna, Alvah, Jetheth, 41Oholibamah, Elah, Pinon, 42Kenaz,
Teman, Mibzar, 43Magdiel, Iram; these are the Edomite chiefs, in their places in their
heritage; this is Esau, the father of the Edomites.

37
1 Now Jacob was living in the land where his father had made a place for himself,

in the land of Canaan. 2 These are the generations of Jacob: Joseph, a boy seventeen
years old, was looking after the flock, togetherwith his brothers, the sons of Bilhah and
Zilpah, his father's wives; and Joseph gave their father a bad account of them. 3Now
the lovewhich Israel had for Josephwas greater than his love for all his other children,
because he got him when he was an old man: and he had a long coat made for him.
4And because his brothers saw that Joseph was dearer to his father than all the others,
they were full of hate for him, and would not say a kind word to him. 5 Now Joseph
had a dream, and he gave his brothers an account of it, which made their hate greater
than ever. 6And he said to them, Let me give you the story of my dream. 7We were in
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the field, getting the grain stems together, and my grain kept upright, and yours came
round and went down on the earth before mine. 8 And his brothers said to him, Are
you to be our king? will you have authority over us? And because of his dream and his
words, their hate for him became greater than ever. 9Then he had another dream, and
gave his brothers an account of it, saying, I have had another dream: the sun and the
moon and eleven stars gave honour to me. 10And he gave word of it to his father and
his brothers; but his father protesting said, What sort of a dream is this? am I and your
mother and your brothers to go down on our faces to the earth before you? 11And his
brothers were full of envy; but his father kept his words in mind. 12Now his brothers
went to keep watch over their father's flock in Shechem. 13 And Israel said to Joseph,
Are not your brothers with the flock in Shechem? come, I will send you to them. And
he said to him, Here am I. 14And he said to him, Go now, and see if your brothers are
well and how the flock is; then come back and give me word. So he sent him out of
the valley of Hebron, and he came to Shechem. 15 And a man saw him wandering in
the country, and said to him, What are you looking for? 16 And he said, I am looking
for my brothers; please give me word of where they are keeping their flock. 17And the
man said, They have gone away from here, for they said in my hearing, Let us go to
Dothan. So Joseph went after them and came up with them at Dothan. 18But they saw
him when he was a long way off, and before he came near them they made a secret
design against him to put him to death; 19 Saying to one another, See, here comes this
dreamer. 20 Let us now put him to death and put his body into one of these holes, and
we will say, An evil beast has put him to death: then we will see what becomes of his
dreams. 21But Reuben, hearing these words, got him out of their hands, saying, Let us
not take his life. 22Do not put him to a violent death, but let him be placed in one of the
holes; this he said to keep him safe from their hands, with the purpose of taking him
back to his father again. 23 So when Joseph came to his brothers, they took off his long
coatwhichhehadon; 24And they tookhimandput him in thehole: now thehole hadno
water in it. 25Then seating themselves, they took their meal: and looking up, they saw
a travelling band of Ishmaelites, coming from Gilead on their way to Egypt, with spices
and perfumes on their camels. 26 And Judah said to his brothers, What profit is there
in putting our brother to death and covering up his blood? 27 Let us give him to these
Ishmaelites for a price, and let us not put violent hands on him, for he is our brother,
our flesh. And his brothers gave ear to him. 28And some traders fromMidian went by;
so pulling Joseph up out of the hole, they gave him to the Ishmaelites for twenty bits of
silver, and they took him to Egypt. 29Now when Reuben came back to the hole, Joseph
was not there; and giving signs of grief, 30He went back to his brothers, and said, The
child is gone; what am I to do? 31Then they took Joseph's coat, and put on it some of the
blood from a young goat which they had put to death, 32And they took the coat to their
father, and said, We came across this; is it your son's coat or not? 33 And he saw that
it was, and said, It is my son's coat; an evil beast has put him to death; without doubt
Joseph has come to a cruel end. 34 Then Jacob, giving signs of grief, put on haircloth,
and went on weeping for his son day after day. 35And all his sons and all his daughters
came to give him comfort, but he would not be comforted, saying with weeping, I will
go down to the underworld to my son. So great was his father's sorrow for him. 36And
in Egypt the men of Midian gave him for a price to Potiphar, a captain of high position
in Pharaoh's house.

38
1Nowat that time, Judahwentaway fromhisbrothersandbecame the friendofaman

of Adullam named Hirah. 2And there he saw the daughter of a certain man of Canaan
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named Shua, and took her as hiswife. 3And she gave birth to a son, and he gave him the
nameEr. 4Andagain she gavebirth to a son, andhegavehim thenameOnan. 5Then she
had another son, to whom she gave the name Shelah; she was at Chezib when the birth
took place. 6And Judah took a wife for his first son Er, and her namewas Tamar. 7Now
Er, Judah's first son, did evil in the eyes of the Lord, so that he put him to death. 8Then
Judah said to Onan, Go in to your brother's wife and do what it is right for a husband's
brother to do;make her yourwife and get offspring for your brother. 9But Onan, seeing
that the offspring would not be his, went in to his brother's wife, but let his seed go on
to the earth, so that he might not get offspring for his brother. 10And what he did was
evil in the eyes of the Lord, so that he put him to death, like his brother. 11 Then Judah
said to Tamar, his daughter-in-law, Goback to your father's house andkeepyourself as a
widow till my son Shelah becomes aman: for he had in hismind the thought that death
might come to him as it had come to his brothers. So Tamar went back to her father's
house. 12 And after a time, Bath-shua, Judah's wife, came to her end; and after Judah
was comforted for her loss, hewent to Timnah, where theywere cutting thewool of his
sheep, and his friend Hirah of Adullam went with him. 13And when Tamar had news
that her father-in-law was going up to Timnah to the wool-cutting, 14 She took off her
widow's clothing, and covering herself with her veil, she took her seat near Enaim on
the road to Timnah; for she saw that Shelahwas nowaman, but she had not beenmade
his wife. 15When Judah saw her he took her to be a loose woman of the town, because
her facewas covered. 16And turning to her by the roadside, he said to her, Letme come
in to you; for he had no idea that she was his daughter-in-law. And she said, What will
you giveme asmy price? 17Andhe said, I will give you a young goat from the flock. And
she said, What will you give me as a sign till you send it? 18And he said, What would
you have? And she said, Your ring and its cord and the stick in your hand. So he gave
them to her and went in to her, and she became with child by him. 19 Then she got up
and went away and took off her veil and put on her widow's clothing. 20 Then Judah
sent his friend Hirah with the young goat, to get back the things which he had given as
a sign to the woman: but she was not there. 21And he put questions to the men of the
place, saying, Where is the loose woman who was in Enaim by the wayside? And they
said, There was no such woman there. 22 So he went back to Judah, and said, I have not
seen her, and the men of the place say that there is no such woman there. 23And Judah
said, Let her keep the things, so that we may not be shamed; I sent the young goat, but
you did not see the woman. 24Now about three months after this, word came to Judah
that Tamar, his daughter-in-law, hadbeenacting like a loosewomanandwaswith child.
And Judah said, Take her out and let her be burned. 25And while she was being taken
out, she sent word to her father-in-law, saying, The man whose property these things
are, is the father of my child: say then, whose are this ring and this cord and this stick?
26 Then Judah said openly that they were his, and said, She is more upright than I am,
for I did not give her to Shelahmy son. And he had nomore connectionwith her. 27And
when the time came forher to givebirth, itwas clear that therewere twochildren inher
body. 28And while she was in the act of giving birth, one of them put out his hand; and
the woman who was with her put a red thread round his hand, saying, This one came
out first. 29 But then he took his hand back again, and his brother came first to birth:
and the woman said, What an opening you have made for yourself! So he was named
Perez. 30 And then his brother came out, with the red thread round his hand, and he
was named Zerah.

39
1Now Joseph was taken down to Egypt; and Potiphar the Egyptian, a captain of high
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position in Pharaoh's house, got him for a price from the Ishmaelites who had taken
him there. 2 And the Lord was with Joseph, and he did well; and he was living in the
house of his master the Egyptian. 3 And his master saw that the Lord was with him,
making everything he did gowell. 4And having a high opinion of Joseph as his servant,
he made him the overseer of his house and gave him control over all he had. 5 And
from the timewhen hemade him overseer and gave him control of all his property, the
blessing of the Lord was with the Egyptian, because of Joseph; the blessing of the Lord
was on all he had, in the house and in the field. 6And he gave Joseph control of all his
property, keeping no account of anything, but only the food which was put before him.
Now Joseph was very beautiful in form and face. 7And after a time, his master's wife,
looking on Joseph with desire, said to him, Be my lover. 8But he would not, and said to
her, You see that my master keeps no account of what I do in his house, and has put all
his property inmy control; 9So that no onehasmore authority in this house than I have;
he has kept nothing back from me but you, because you are his wife; how then may I
do this great wrong, sinning against God? 10And day after day she went on requesting
Joseph to come to her and be her lover, but hewould not give ear to her. 11Now one day
he went into the house to do his work; and not one of the men of the house was inside.
12And pulling at his coat, she said, Come tomy bed; but slipping out of his coat, hewent
running away. 13 And when she saw that he had got away, letting her keep his coat,
14 She sent for the men of her house and said to them, See, he has let a Hebrew come
here and make sport of us; he came to my bed, and I gave a loud cry; 15 And hearing
it he went running out without his coat. 16And she kept his coat by her, till his master
came back. 17 Then she gave him the same story, saying, The Hebrew servant whom
you have taken into our house came in to make sport of me; 18And when I gave a loud
cry he went running out without his coat. 19And hearing his wife's account of what his
servant had done, he became very angry. 20And Joseph's master took him and put him
in prison, in the place where the king's prisoners were kept in chains, and hewas there
in the prison-house. 21 But the Lord was with Joseph, and was good to him, and made
the keeper of the prison his friend. 22And the keeper of the prison put all the prisoners
under Joseph's control, andhewas responsible forwhateverwas done there. 23And the
keeper of the prison gave no attention to anything which was under his care, because
the Lord was with him; and the Lordmade everything he did go well.

40
1 Now after these things the chief servant who had the care of the wine, and the

chief bread-maker in Pharaoh's house, did something against Pharaoh's orders; 2And
Pharaoh was angry with his two servants, with the chief wine-servant and the chief
bread-maker; 3 And he put them in prison under the care of the captain of the army,
in the same prison where Joseph himself was shut up. 4 And the captain put them in
Joseph's care, and he did what was needed for them; and they were kept in prison for
some time. 5And these two had a dream on the same night; the chief wine-servant and
the chief bread-maker of the king of Egypt, who were in prison, the two of them had
dreams with a special sense. 6And in the morning when Joseph came to them he saw
that theywere looking sad. 7And he said to the servants of Pharaohwhowere in prison
with him, Why are you looking so sad? 8 Then they said to him, We have had a dream,
and no one is able to give us the sense. And Joseph said, Does not the sense of dreams
come from God? what was your dream? 9 Then the chief wine-servant gave Joseph an
account of his dream, and said, In my dream I saw a vine before me; 10And on the vine
were three branches; and it seemed as if it put out buds and flowers, and from them
came grapes ready for cutting. 11 And Pharaoh's cup was in my hand, and I took the
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grapes and crushing them into Pharaoh's cup, gave the cup into Pharaoh's hand. 12Then
Joseph said, This is the sense of your dream: the three branches are three days; 13After
three days Pharaohwill give youhonour, and put you back into your place, and youwill
give him his cup as you did before, when you were his wine-servant. 14But keep me in
mind when things go well for you, and be good to me and say a good word for me to
Pharaoh and get me out of this prison: 15For truly I was taken by force from the land of
the Hebrews; and I have done nothing for which I might be put in prison. 16Nowwhen
the chief bread-maker saw that thefirst dreamhad a good sense, he said to Joseph, I had
a dream; and inmy dream there were three baskets of white bread onmy head; 17And
in the top basket were all sorts of cookedmeats for Pharaoh; and the birds were taking
themout of thebaskets onmyhead. 18Then Joseph said, This is the sense of yourdream:
the three baskets are three days; 19After three days Pharaohwill take you out of prison,
hanging you on a tree, so that your flesh will be food for birds. 20 Now the third day
was Pharaoh's birthday, and he gave a feast for all his servants; and he gave honour
to the chief wine-servant and the chief bread-maker among the others. 21And he put
the chief wine-servant back in his old place; and he gave the cup into Pharaoh's hand.
22But the chief bread-makerwas put to death by hanging, as Joseph had said. 23But the
wine-servant did not keep Joseph inmind or give a thought to him.

41
1Now after two years had gone by, Pharaoh had a dream; and in his dream he was

by the side of the Nile; 2And out of the Nile came seven cows, good-looking and fat, and
their food was the river-grass. 3And after them seven other cows came out of the Nile,
poor-looking and thin; and theywere by the side of the other cows. 4And the seven thin
cows made a meal of the seven fat cows. Then Pharaoh came out of his sleep. 5But he
went to sleep again and had a second dream, inwhich he saw seven heads of grain, full
and good, all on one stem. 6Andafter themcameup seven other heads, thin andwasted
by the east wind. 7And the seven thin headsmade ameal of the good heads. Andwhen
Pharaohwas awakehe saw itwas adream. 8And in themorninghis spiritwas troubled;
and he sent for all thewisemen of Egypt and all the holymen, and put his dreambefore
them, but no onewas able to give him the sense of it. 9Then the chief wine-servant said
to Pharaoh, The memory of my sin comes back to me now; 10 Pharaoh had been angry
with his servants, and had put me in prison in the house of the captain of the army,
togetherwith the chief bread-maker; 11Andwe had a dream on the same night, the two
of us, and the dreams had a special sense. 12 And there was with us a young Hebrew,
the captain's servant, and when we put our dreams before him, he gave us the sense
of them. 13 And it came about as he said: I was put back in my place, and the bread-
makerwas put to death by hanging. 14Then Pharaoh sent for Joseph, and they took him
quickly out of prison; and when his hair had been cut and his dress changed, he came
before Pharaoh. 15And Pharaoh said to Joseph, I have had a dream, and no one is able
to giveme the sense of it; now it has come tomy ears that you are able to give the sense
of a dreamwhen it is put before you. 16Then Joseph said, Without God there will be no
answer of peace for Pharaoh. 17ThenPharaoh said, Inmydream Iwas by the side of the
Nile: 18And out of the Nile came seven cows, fat and good-looking, and their food was
the river-grass; 19Then after them came seven other cows, very thin and poor-looking,
worse than any I ever saw in the land of Egypt; 20 And the thin cows made a meal of
the seven fat cows who came up first; 21And even with the fat cows inside them they
seemed as bad as before. And so I came out of my sleep. 22And again in a dream I saw
seven heads of grain, full and good, coming up on one stem: 23 And then I saw seven
other heads, dry, thin, and wasted by the east wind, coming up after them: 24And the
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seven thin headsmade ameal of the seven good heads; and I put this dream before the
wise men, but not one of them was able to give me the sense of it. 25 Then Joseph said,
These twodreamshave the samesense: Godhasmadeclear toPharaohwhathe is about
to do. 26The seven fat cowsare sevenyears, and the seven goodheads of grain are seven
years: the two have the same sense. 27The seven thin and poor-looking cowswho came
up after them are seven years; and the seven heads of grain, dry andwasted by the east
wind, are sevenyearswhen therewill beno food. 28As I said to Pharaohbefore, Godhas
made clear to himwhat he is about to do. 29Seven years are coming inwhich therewill
be great wealth of grain in Egypt; 30 And after that will come seven years when there
will not be enough food; and the memory of the good years will go from men's minds;
and the land will be made waste by the bad years; 31Andmen will have no memory of
the good time because of the needwhichwill come after, for it will be very bitter. 32And
this dream came to Pharaoh twice, because this thing is certain, and God will quickly
make it come about. 33 And now let Pharaoh make search for a man of wisdom and
good sense, and put him in authority over the land of Egypt. 34Let Pharaoh do this, and
let him put overseers over the land of Egypt to put in store a fifth part of the produce
of the land in the good years. 35 And let them get together all the food in those good
years and make a store of grain under Pharaoh's control for the use of the towns, and
let them keep it. 36And let that food be kept in store for the land till the seven bad years
which are to come in Egypt; so that the landmay not come to destruction through need
of food. 37 And this seemed good to Pharaoh and to all his servants. 38 Then Pharaoh
said to his servants, Where may we get such a man as this, a man in whom is the spirit
of God? 39And Pharaoh said to Joseph, Seeing that God has made all this clear to you,
there is no otherman of suchwisdomand good sense as you: 40You, then, are to be over
my house, and all my people will be ruled by your word: only as king will I be greater
than you. 41And Pharaoh said to Joseph, See, I have put you over all the land of Egypt.
42Then Pharaoh took off his ring from his hand and put it on Joseph's hand, and he had
him clothedwith the best linen, and put a chain of gold round his neck; 43And hemade
him take his seat in the second of his carriages; and theywent before him crying, Make
way! So he made him ruler over all the land of Egypt. 44Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, I
am Pharaoh; and without your order no manmay do anything in all the land of Egypt.
45And Pharaoh gave Joseph the name of Zaphnath-paaneah; and he gave him Asenath,
the daughter of Poti-phera, the priest of On, to be his wife. So Joseph went through all
the land of Egypt. 46Now Joseph was thirty years old when he came before Pharaoh,
king of Egypt. And Joseph went out from before the face of Pharaoh and went through
all the land of Egypt. 47 Now in the seven good years the earth gave fruit in masses.
48And Joseph got together all the food of those seven years, andmade a store of food in
the towns: the produce of the fields round every town was stored up in the town. 49 So
he got together a store of grain like the sand of the sea; so great a store that after a time
he gave up measuring it, for it might not be measured. 50And before the time of need,
Joseph had two sons, to whom Asenath, the daughter of Poti-phera, priest of On, gave
birth. 51And to the first he gave the name Manasseh, for he said, God has taken away
from me all memory of my hard life and of my father's house. 52And to the second he
gave the name Ephraim, for he said, God has given me fruit in the land of my sorrow.
53 And so the seven good years in Egypt came to an end. 54 Then came the first of the
seven years of need as Joseph had said: and in every other land theywere short of food;
but in the land of Egypt there was bread. 55Andwhen all the land of Egypt was in need
of food, the people came crying to Pharaoh for bread; and Pharaoh said to the people,
Go to Joseph, and whatever he says to you, do it. 56And everywhere on the earth they
were short of food; then Joseph, opening all his store-houses, gave the people of Egypt
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grain formoney; so great was the need of food in the land of Egypt. 57And all lands sent
to Egypt, to Joseph, to get grain, for the need was great over all the earth.

42
1 Now Jacob, hearing that there was grain in Egypt, said to his sons, Why are you

looking at one another? 2And he said, I have had news that there is grain in Egypt: go
down there and get grain for us, so that life and not deathmay be ours. 3So Joseph's ten
brotherswent down to get grain fromEgypt. 4But Jacobdidnot sendBenjamin, Joseph's
brother, with them, for fear, as he said, that some evilmight come to him. 5And the sons
of Israel came with all the others to get grain: for they were very short of food in the
land of Canaan. 6Now Joseph was ruler over all the land, and it was he who gave out
the grain to all the people of the land; and Joseph's brothers came before him andwent
down on their faces to the earth. 7 And when Joseph saw his brothers, it was clear to
himwho they were, but hemade himself strange to them, and talking roughly to them,
said, Where do you come from? And they said, From the land of Canaan, to get food.
8Now though Joseph saw that these were his brothers, they had no idea who he was.
9Then thememory of his dreams about them came back to Joseph, and he said to them,
You have come secretly to see how poor the land is. 10And they said to him, Not so, my
lord: your servants have comewithmoney to get food. 11We are all oneman's sons, we
are true men; we have not come with any secret purpose. 12And he said to them, No,
but you have come to see how poor the land is. 13Then they said, We your servants are
twelve brothers, sons of oneman in the land of Canaan; the youngest of us is nowwith
our father, and one is dead. 14And Joseph said, It is as I said; you have come with some
secret purpose; 15But in this way will you be put to the test: by the life of Pharaoh, you
will not go away from this place till your youngest brother comes here. 16 Send one of
your number to get your brother, and the rest of youwill be kept in prison, so that your
words may be tested to see if you are true; if not, by the life of Pharaoh, your purpose
is certainly secret. 17 So he put them in prison for three days. 18And on the third day
Joseph said to them, Do this, if you would keep your lives: for I am a god-fearing man:
19 If you are true men, let one of you be kept in prison, while you go and take grain for
the needs of your families; 20And come back to me with your youngest brother, so that
your words may be seen to be true, and you will not be put to death. This is what you
are to do. 21 And they said to one another, Truly, we did wrong to our brother, for we
sawhis grief ofmind, andwe did not give ear to his prayers; that is why this trouble has
come onus. 22AndReuben said to them, Did I not say to you, Do the child nowrong? but
you gave no attention; so now, punishment has come on us for his blood. 23They were
not conscious that the sense of their words was clear to Joseph, for he had been talking
to them through one who had knowledge of their language. 24And turning away from
them, he was overcome with weeping; then he went on talking to them again and took
Simeon and put chains on him before their eyes. 25 Then Joseph gave orders for their
bags to be made full of grain, and for every man's money to be put back into his bag,
and for food to be given them for the journey: which was done. 26 Then they put the
bags of grain on their asses and went away. 27Now at their night's resting-place one of
them, opening his bag to give his ass some food, saw hismoney in themouth of the bag.
28And he said to his brothers, Mymoney has been given back: it is inmy bag; then their
hearts became full of fear, and turning to one another they said,What is this which God
has done to us? 29 So when they came to Jacob their father, in the land of Canaan, they
gave him an account of all their experiences, saying, 30Theman who is the ruler of the
country was rough with us and put us in prison, saying that we had comewith a secret
evil purpose. 31Andwe said to him,We are truemen,we have no evil designs; 32Weare
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twelve brothers, sons of our father; one is dead, and the youngest is nowwith our father
in the land of Canaan. 33And the ruler of the land said, In this way Imay be certain that
you are true men; let one of you be kept here with me, while you go and take grain for
the needs of your families; 34And come back to me with your youngest brother: then
I will be certain that you are true men, and I will give your brother back to you and
let you do trade in the land. 35 And when they took the grain out of their bags, it was
seen that every man's parcel of money was in his bag; and when they and their father
saw the money, they were full of fear. 36And Jacob their father said to them, You have
taken my children from me: Joseph is gone and Simeon is gone, and now you would
take Benjamin away; all these things have come onme. 37And Reuben said, Putmy two
sons to death if I do not come back to youwith him; let him be inmy care and I will give
him safely back to you. 38And he said, I will not let my son go down with you; for his
brother is dead and he is all I have: if evil overtakes him on the journey, then through
youwill my grey head go down to the underworld in sorrow.

43
1Now the landwas in bitter need of food. 2Andwhen the grainwhich they had got in

Egypt was all used up, their father said to them, Go again and get us a little food. 3And
Judah said to him, Theman said to uswith an oath, You are not to comebeforeme again
without your brother. 4 If you will let our brother go with us, we will go down and get
food: 5 But if you will not send him, we will not go down: for the man said to us, You
are not to come before me if your brother is not with you. 6And Israel said, Why were
you so cruel to me as to say to him that you had a brother? 7 And they said, The man
put a number of questions to us about ourselves and our family, saying, Is your father
still living? have you another brother? And we had to give him answers; howwere we
to have any idea that he would say, Come back with your brother? 8 Then Judah said
to Israel, his father, Send the boy with me, and let us be up and going, so that we and
you and our little ones may not come to destruction. 9 Put him into my care and make
me responsible for him: if I do not give him safely back to you, let mine be the sin for
ever. 10Truly, if we had not let the time go by, we might have come back again by now.
11 Then their father Israel said to them, If it has to be so, then do this: take of the best
fruits of the land in your vessels to give the man, perfumes and honey and spices and
nuts: 12 And take twice as much money with you; that is to say, take back the money
which was put in your bags, for it may have been an error; 13 And take your brother
and go back to the man: 14 And may God, the Ruler of all, give you mercy before the
man, so that he may give you back your other brother and Benjamin. If my children
are to be taken from me; there is no help for it. 15 So they took what their father said
for theman, and twice asmuchmoney in their hands, and Benjamin, andwent on their
journey to Egypt, and came before Joseph. 16And when Joseph saw Benjamin, he said
to his chief servant, Take thesemen intomyhouse, andmake ready ameal, for theywill
take food with me in the middle of the day. 17And the servant did as Joseph said, and
took the men into Joseph's house. 18Now the men were full of fear because they had
been taken into Joseph's house and they said, It is because of the money which was put
back in our bags the first time; he is looking for something against us, so that he may
come down on us and take us and our asses for his use. 19 So they went up to Joseph's
chief servant at the door of the house, 20And said, O my lord, we only came down the
first time to get food; 21Andwhenwe came to our night's resting-place, on opening our
bags we saw that every man's money was in the mouth of his bag, all our money in full
weight: and we have it with us to give it back; 22 As well as more money, with which
to get food: we have no idea who put our money in our bags. 23 Then the servant said,
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Peace be with you: have no fear: your God, even the God of your father, has put wealth
in your bags for you: I had your money. Then he let Simeon come out to them. 24And
the servant took them into Joseph's house, and gave themwater for washing their feet;
and he gave their asses food. 25And they got ready the things for Joseph before he came
in the middle of the day: for word was given to them that they were to have a meal
there. 26And when Joseph came in, they gave him the things which they had for him,
andwentdown to theearthbeforehim. 27Andhe said,Howareyou? is your fatherwell,
the old man of whom you were talking to me? is he still living? 28And they said, Your
servant, our father, is well, he is still living. And they went down on their faces before
him. 29Then, lifting up his eyes, he saw Benjamin, his brother, his mother's son, and he
said, Is this your youngest brother of whom you gave me word? And he said, God be
good to you,my son. 30Then Joseph's heart went out to his brother, and hewent quickly
into his room, for he was overcome with weeping. 31 Then, after washing his face, he
came out, and controlling his feelings said, Put food before us. 32And they put a meal
ready for him by himself, and for them by themselves, and for the Egyptians whowere
with him by themselves; because the Egyptians may not take food with the Hebrews,
for that wouldmake them unclean. 33And they were all given their seats before him in
order of birth, from the oldest to the youngest: so that theywere looking at one another
inwonder. 34And Joseph sent food to them fromhis table, but he sent five times asmuch
to Benjamin as to any of the others. And they took wine freely with him.

44
1 Then he gave orders to the servant who was over his house, saying, Put as much

food into the men's bags as will go into them, and put every man's money in the mouth
of his bag; 2And put my cup, my silver cup, in the youngest one's bag, with his money.
So he did as Joseph said. 3And at dawn themen, with their asses, were sent away. 4And
when theyhad gone only a littlewayout of the town, Joseph said to the servantwhowas
over his house, Go after them; andwhen you overtake them, say to them,Whyhave you
done evil in reward for good? 5 Is not this the cup fromwhichmy lord takeswine andby
whichhe gets knowledge of the future? Truly, youhavedone evil. 6Soheovertook them
and said thesewords to them. 7And they said to him,Why doesmy lord say suchwords
as these? far be it from your servants to do such a thing: 8 See, the money which was
in the mouth of our bags we gave back to you when we came again from Canaan: how
thenmightwe take silver or gold fromyour lord's house? 9 If it comes to light that any of
your servants has done this, let himbe put to death, andwewill be your lord's servants.
10And he said, Let it be as you say: he in whose bag it is seen will become my servant;
and youwill not be responsible. 11Then everyman quickly got his bag down and undid
it. 12And hemade a search, starting with the oldest and ending with the youngest; and
the cupwas inBenjamin's bag. 13Then inbitter grief theyput thebags on theasses again
andwent back to the town. 14So Judah and his brothers came to Joseph's house; and he
was still there: and theywent down on their faces before him. 15And Joseph said,What
is this thingwhich you have done? had you no thought that such aman as I would have
power to see what is secret? 16 And Judah said, What are we to say to my lord? how
may we put ourselves right in his eyes? God has made clear the sin of your servants:
nowwe are in your hands, we and theman inwhose bag your cupwas seen. 17Then he
said, Far be it from me to do so: but the man who had my cup will be my servant; and
you may go back to your father in peace. 18 Then Judah came near him, and said, Let
your servant say a word in my lord's ears, and let not your wrath be burning against
your servant: for you are in the place of Pharaoh to us. 19My lord said to his servants,
Have you a father or a brother? 20Andwe said to my lord, We have an old father and a
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young child, whom he had when he was old; his brother is dead and he is the only son
of his mother, and is very dear to his father. 21And you said to your servants, Let him
come down tomewith you, so that I may see him. 22Andwe said to my lord, His father
will not let him go; for if he went away his father would come to his death. 23 But you
said to your servants, If your youngest brother does not come with you, you will not
see my face again. 24And when we went back to your servant, our father, we gave him
an account of my lord's words. 25And our father said, Go again and get us a little food.
26And we said, Only if our youngest brother goes with us will we go down; for we may
not see theman's face again if our youngest brother is notwithus. 27Andour father said
to us, You have knowledge that my wife gave me two sons; 28The one went away from
me, and I said, Truly he has come to a violent death; and from that time I have not seen
him, 29 If now you take this one fromme, and some evil comes to him, youwillmakemy
grey head go down in sorrow to the underworld. 30 If then I go back to your servant, my
father, without the boy, because his life and the boy's life are one, 31When he sees that
the boy is notwith us, hewill come to his death, and our father's grey headwill go down
in sorrow to the underworld. 32For I mademyself responsible for the boy to my father,
saying, If I do not give him safely back to you, let mine be the sin for ever. 33 So now let
me bemy lord's servant here in place of the boy, and let him go back with his brothers.
34For howmay I go back tomy father without the boy, and see the evil whichwill come
onmy father?

45
1Then Joseph, unable to keep back his feelings before thosewhowerewith him, gave

orders for everyone to be sent away, and no one was present when he made clear to
his brothers who he was. 2And so loud was his weeping, that it came to the ears of the
Egyptians and all Pharaoh's house. 3And Joseph said to his brothers, I am Joseph: is my
father still living? But his brothers were not able to give him an answer for they were
troubled before him. 4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, Come near to me. And they
came near, And he said, I am Joseph your brother, whom you sent into Egypt. 5 Now
do not be troubled or angrywith yourselves for sendingme away, because God sentme
before you to be the saviour of your lives. 6For these two years have been years of need,
and there are still fivemoreyears to come inwhich therewill benoploughingor cutting
of grain. 7 God sent me before you to keep you and yours living on earth so that you
might become a great nation. 8 So now it was not you who sent me here, but God: and
he has made me as a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and ruler over all the
land of Egypt. 9Now go quickly to my father, and say to him, Your son Joseph says, God
has made me ruler over all the land of Egypt: come down to me straight away: 10 The
landofGoshenwill be your living-place, andyouwill benearme; youandyour children
and your children's children, and your flocks and herds and all you have: 11And there
I will take care of you, so that you and your family may not be in need, for there are
still five bad years to come. 12 Now truly, your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother
Benjamin see, that it ismymouthwhich says these things to you. 13Givemy fatherword
of all my glory in Egypt and of all you have seen; and come back quicklywithmy father.
14Then, weeping, he took Benjamin in his arms, and Benjamin himself wasweeping on
Joseph's neck. 15 Then he gave a kiss to all his brothers, weeping over them; and after
that his brothers hadno fear of talking to him. 16Andnewsof these thingswent through
Pharaoh's house, and it was said that Joseph's brothers were come; and it seemed good
to Pharaoh and his servants. 17And Pharaoh said to Joseph, Say to your brothers, Put
your goods on your beasts and go back to the land of Canaan; 18And get your father and
your families and come back tome: and I will give you all the good things of Egypt, and
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the fat of the land will be your food. 19And say to them, This you are to do: take carts
from the land of Egypt for your little ones and for your wives, and get your father and
come back. 20And take no thought for your goods, for the best of all the land of Egypt
is yours. 21And the children of Israel did as he said; and Joseph gave them carts as had
been ordered by Pharaoh, and food for their journey. 22 To every one of them he gave
three changes of clothing; but to Benjamin he gave three hundred bits of silver and five
changes of clothing. 23And to his father he sent ten asses with good things from Egypt
on their backs, and ten she-asses with grain and bread and food for his father on the
journey. 24Andhe sent his brothers on theirway, and said to them, See that you have no
argument on the road. 25So theywent up fromEgypt and came to the land of Canaan, to
their father Jacob. 26And they said to him, Joseph is living, and is ruler over all the land
of Egypt. And at this word Jacob was quite overcome, for he had no faith in it. 27And
they gave him an account of everything Joseph had said to them; and when he saw the
carts which Joseph had sent for them, his spirit came back to him: 28And Israel said, It
is enough: Josephmy son is still living; I will go and see him before my death.

46
1And Israel went on his journey with all he had, and came to Beer-sheba, where he

made offerings to the God of his father Isaac. 2And God said to Israel in a night-vision,
Jacob, Jacob. And he said, Here am I. 3And he said, I am God, the God of your father: go
down to Egypt without fear, for I will make a great nation of you there: 4 I will go down
with you to Egypt, and I will see that you come back again, and at your death Joseph
will put his hands on your eyes. 5Then Jacob went on from Beer-sheba; and the sons of
Jacob took their father and their little ones and their wives in the carts which Pharaoh
had sent for them. 6 And they took their cattle and all the goods which they had got
in the land of Canaan, and came to Egypt, even Jacob and all his seed: 7His sons and
his sons' sons, his daughters and his daughters' sons and all his family he tookwith him
intoEgypt. 8And these are thenamesof the childrenof Israelwhocame intoEgypt, even
Jacobandall his sons: Reuben, Jacob's oldest son; 9And the sons of Reuben: Hanochand
Pallu and Hezron and Carmi; 10And the sons of Simeon: Jemuel and Jamin and Ohad
and Jachin and Zohar and Shaul, the son of awoman of Canaan; 11And the sons of Levi:
Gershon, Kohath, and Merari; 12 And the sons of Judah: Er and Onan and Shelah and
Perez and Zerah: but Er and Onan had come to their death in the land of Canaan; and
the sons of Perez were Hezron and Hamul. 13And the sons of Issachar: Tola and Puah
and Job and Shimron; 14 And the sons of Zebulun: Sered and Elon and Jahleel; 15 All
these, togetherwith his daughter Dinah, were the children of Leah, whom Jacob had by
her in Paddan-aram; they were thirty-three in number. 16And the sons of Gad: Ziphion
and Haggi, Shuni and Ezbon, Eri and Arodi and Areli; 17And the sons of Asher: Jimnah
and Ishvah and Ishvi and Beriah, and Sarah, their sister; and the sons of Beriah: Heber
and Malchiel. 18 These are the children of Zilpah, whom Laban gave to his daughter
Leah, and Jacob had these sixteen children by her. 19 The sons of Jacob's wife Rachel:
Joseph and Benjamin. 20And Joseph had Manasseh and Ephraim in the land of Egypt,
by Asenath, the daughter of Poti-phera, priest of On. 21And the sons of Benjamin were
Belah and Becher and Ashbel, Gera and Naaman, Ehi and Rosh, Muppim and Huppim
and Ard. 22 All these were the children of Rachel whom Jacob had by her, fourteen
persons. 23And the son of Dan was Hushim. 24And the sons of Naphtali: Jahzeel and
Guni and Jezer and Shillem. 25These were the children of Bilhah, whom Laban gave to
his daughter Rachel, seven persons. 26All the persons who camewith Jacob into Egypt,
the offspring of his body,were sixty-six, without taking into account thewives of Jacob's
sons. 27And the sons of Josephwhomhe had in Egypt were two. Seventy persons of the
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family of Jacob came into Egypt. 28Now he had sent Judah before him to Goshen, to get
word fromJoseph; andso theycame to the landofGoshen. 29And Josephgothis carriage
ready and went to Goshen for the meeting with his father; and when he came before
him, he put his arms round his neck, weeping. 30And Israel said to Joseph, Now that I
have seen you living again, I am ready for death. 31And Joseph said to his brothers and
tohis father's people, Iwill goandgive thenews toPharaoh, and say tohim,Mybrothers
and my father's people, from the land of Canaan, have come to me; 32 And these men
are keepers of sheep and owners of cattle, and have with them their flocks and their
herds and all they have. 33Now when Pharaoh sends for you and says, What is your
business? 34 You are to say, Your servants have been keepers of cattle from our early
days up to now, like our fathers; in this way youwill be able to have the land of Goshen
for yourselves; because keepers of sheep are unclean in the eyes of the Egyptians.

47
1Then Josephwent to Pharaoh, and said, My father andmy brotherswith their flocks

and their herds and all they have, are come from Canaan, and are now in the land of
Goshen. 2 And he took five of his brothers to Pharaoh. 3 And Pharaoh said to them,
What is yourbusiness? And they said, Your servants are keepers of sheep, as our fathers
were before us. 4And they said to Pharaoh,We have come tomake a living in this land,
becausewe have no grass for our flocks in the land of Canaan; so now let your servants
make a place for themselves in the land of Goshen. 5And Pharaoh said to Joseph, Let
them have the land of Goshen; and if there are any able men among them, put them
over my cattle. 6And Jacob and his sons came to Joseph in Egypt, and when word of it
came to the ears of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, he said to Joseph, Your father and brothers
have come to you; all the land of Egypt is before you; let your father and your brothers
have the best of the land for their resting-place. 7 Then Joseph made his father Jacob
come before Pharaoh, and Jacob gave himhis blessing. 8And Pharaoh said to him, How
old are you? 9And Jacob said, The years of my wanderings have been a hundred and
thirty; small in number and full of sorrow have been the years of my life, and less than
the years of the wanderings of my fathers. 10And Jacob gave Pharaoh his blessing, and
went out from before him. 11And Joseph made a place for his father and his brothers,
andgave themaheritage in the landofEgypt, in thebestof the land, the landofRameses,
as Pharaoh had given orders. 12And Joseph took care of his father and his brothers and
all his father's people, giving them food for the needs of their families. 13 Now there
was no food to be had in all the land, so that all Egypt and Canaan were wasted from
need of food. 14And all the money in Egypt and in the land of Canaan which had been
given for grain, came into the hands of Joseph: and he put it in Pharaoh's house. 15And
when all the money in Egypt and Canaan was gone, the Egyptians came to Joseph, and
said, Give us bread; would you have us come to destruction before your eyes? for we
have no more money. 16And Joseph said, Give me your cattle; I will give you grain in
exchange for your cattle if your money is all gone. 17 So they took their cattle to Joseph
and he gave them bread in exchange for their horses and flocks and herds and asses,
so all that year he gave them food in exchange for their cattle. 18And when that year
was ended, they came to him in the second year, and said, Wemay not keep it from our
lord's knowledge that all our money is gone, and all the herds of cattle are my lord's;
there is nothing more to give my lord but our bodies and our land; 19Are we to come
to destruction before your eyes, we and our land? take us and our land and give us
bread; and we and our land will be servants to Pharaoh; and give us seed so that we
may have life and the landmay not becomewaste. 20So Joseph got all the land in Egypt
for Pharaoh; for every Egyptian gave up his land in exchange for food, because of their
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great need; so all the land became Pharaoh's. 21And as for the people, hemade servants
of them, town by town, from one end of Egypt to the other. 22Only he did not take the
land of the priests, for the priests had their food given them by Pharaoh, and having
what Pharaoh gave them, they had no need to give up their land. 23 Then Joseph said
to the people, I have made you and your land this day the property of Pharaoh; here is
seed for you to put in your fields. 24 And when the grain is cut, you are to give a fifth
part to Pharaoh, and four parts will be yours for seed and food, and for your families
and your little ones. 25And they said to him, Truly you have kept us from death; may
we have grace in your eyes, and we will be Pharaoh's servants. 26 Then Joseph made a
law which is in force to this day, that Pharaoh was to have the fifth part; only the land
of the priests did not become his. 27And so Israel was living among the Egyptians in the
land of Goshen; and they got property there, and became very great in numbers and in
wealth. 28And Jacob was living in the land of Goshen for seventeen years; so the years
of his life were a hundred and forty-seven. 29And the time of his death came near, and
he sent for his son Joseph and said to him, If now I amdear to you, put your hand under
my leg and take an oath that youwill not put me to rest in Egypt; 30But when I go tomy
fathers, you are to take me out of Egypt and put me to rest in their last resting-place.
And he said, I will do so. 31And he said, Take an oath tome; and he took an oath to him:
and Israel gave worship on the bed's head.

48
1Nowafter these things, word came to Joseph that his fatherwas ill: and he tookwith

him his sons Manasseh and Ephraim. 2And when they said to Jacob, Your son Joseph
is coming to see you: then Israel, getting all his strength together, had himself lifted
up in his bed. 3And Jacob said to Joseph, God, the Ruler of all, came to me in a vision
at Luz in the land of Canaan, and gave me his blessing, 4 And said to me, Truly, I will
make you fertile and give you increase and will make of you a great family of nations:
and I will give this land to your seed after you to be their heritage for ever. 5And now
your two sonswho came to birth in Egypt before I came to you here, aremine; Ephraim
and Manasseh will be mine, in the same way as Reuben and Simeon are. 6 And any
other offspringwhich you have after them, will be yours, andwill be named after their
brothers in their heritage. 7And as for me, when I came from Paddan, death overtook
Rachel on the way, when we were still some distance from Ephrath; and I put her to
rest there on the road to Ephrath, which is Beth-lehem. 8Then Israel, looking at Joseph's
sons, said, Who are these? 9And Joseph said to his father, They aremy sons, whomGod
has given me in this land. And he said, Let them come near me, and I will give them a
blessing. 10Now because Israel was old, his eyes were no longer clear, and he was not
able to see. So he made them come near to him, and he gave them a kiss, folding them
in his arms. 11 And Israel said to Joseph, I had no hope of seeing your face again, but
God in his mercy has let me see you and your children. 12Then Joseph took them from
between his knees, and went down on his face to the earth. 13 Then taking Ephraim
with his right hand, Joseph put him at Israel's left side, and with his left hand he put
Manasseh at Israel's right side, placing them near him. 14And Israel, stretching out his
right hand, put it on the head of Ephraim, the younger, and his left hand on the head of
Manasseh, crossing his hands on purpose, for Manasseh was the older. 15And he gave
Joseph a blessing, saying, May the God to whom my fathers, Abraham and Isaac, gave
worship, the Godwho has taken care of me all my life till this day, 16The angel who has
beenmy saviour fromall evil, send his blessing on these children: and letmyname and
the name of my fathers, Abraham and Isaac, be given to them; and let them become a
great nation in the earth. 17Nowwhen Joseph saw that his father had put his right hand
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on the head of Ephraim, it did not seem right to him; and lifting his father's hand he
would have put it on the head of Manasseh. 18And Joseph said to his father, Not so, my
father, for this is the older; put your right hand on his head. 19But his father would not,
saying, I am doing it on purpose, my son; he will certainly become a nation and a great
one; but his younger brother will be greater than he, and his seed will become a great
family of nations. 20 So he gave them his blessing that day, saying, You will be the sign
of blessing in Israel, for they will say, May God make you like Ephraim and Manasseh;
and he put Ephraim before Manasseh. 21 Then Israel said to Joseph, Now my death is
near; but God will be with you, guiding you back to the land of your fathers. 22 And I
have given youmore than your brothers, even Shechem as your heritage, which I took
from the Amorites withmy sword andmy bow.

49
1 And Jacob sent for his sons, and said, Come together, all of you, so that I may give

you news of your fate in future times. 2 Come near, O sons of Jacob, and give ear to
the words of Israel your father. 3 Reuben, you are my oldest son, the first-fruit of my
strength, first in pride and first in power: 4 But because you were uncontrolled, the
first place will not be yours; for you went up to your father's bed, even his bride-bed,
and made it unclean. 5 Simeon and Levi are brothers; deceit and force are their secret
designs. 6Take no part in their secrets, Omy soul; keep far away, Omy heart, from their
meetings; for in their wrath they put men to death, and for their pleasure even oxen
werewounded. 7A curse on their passion for it was bitter; and on theirwrath for it was
cruel. I will let their heritage in Jacob be broken up, driving them from their places in
Israel. 8To you, Judah, will your brothers give praise: your hand will be on the neck of
your haters; your father's sons will go down to the earth before you. 9 Judah is a young
lion; like a lion full of meat you have become great, my son; now he takes his rest like
a lion stretched out and like an old lion; by whom will his sleep be broken? 10 The rod
of authority will not be taken from Judah, and he will not be without a law-giver, till
he comes who has the right to it, and the peoples will put themselves under his rule.
11 Knotting his ass's cord to the vine, and his young ass to the best vine; washing his
robe inwine, and his clothing in the blood of grapes: 12His eyes will be darkwithwine,
and his teeth white withmilk. 13The resting-place of Zebulunwill be by the sea, and he
will be a harbour for ships; the edge of his land will be by Zidon. 14 Issachar is a strong
ass stretched out among the flocks: 15And he saw that rest was good and the land was
pleasing; so he let them put weights on his back and became a servant. 16Dan will be
the judge of his people, as one of the tribes of Israel. 17May Dan be a snake in the way,
a horned snake by the road, biting the horse's foot so that the horseman has a fall. 18 I
have been waiting for your salvation, O Lord. 19Gad, an army will come against him,
but he will come down on them in their flight. 20Asher's bread is fat; he gives delicate
food for kings. 21Naphtali is a roe let loose, giving fair young ones. 22 Joseph is a young
ox, whose steps are turned to the fountain; 23Hewas troubled by the archers; they sent
out their arrows against him, cruelly wounding him: 24But their bows were broken by
a strong one, and the cords of their armswere cut by the Strength of Jacob, by the name
of the Stone of Israel: 25 Even by the God of your father, who will be your help, and by
the Ruler of all, whowillmake you full with blessings fromheaven on high, blessings of
the deep stretched out under the earth, blessings of the breasts and of the fertile body:
26Blessings of sons, old and young, to the father: blessings of the oldest mountains and
the fruit of the eternal hills: let them come on the head of Joseph, on the crown of him
who was separate from his brothers. 27Benjamin is a wolf, searching for meat: in the
morning he takes his food, and in the evening he makes division of what he has taken.
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28These are the twelve tribes of Israel: and these are thewords their father said to them,
blessing them; to every one he gave his blessing. 29And he gave orders to them, saying,
Putme to rest withmy people andwithmy fathers, in the hollow of the rock in the field
of Ephron the Hittite, 30 In the rock in the field of Machpelah, near Mamre in the land
of Canaan, which Abrahamgot fromEphron theHittite, to be his resting-place. 31There
Abraham and Sarah his wife were put to rest, and there they put Isaac and Rebekah his
wife, and there I put Leah to rest. 32 In the rock in the field which was got for a price
from the people of Heth. 33And when Jacob had come to the end of these words to his
sons, stretchinghimself onhis bed, he gaveuphis spirit, andwent thewayof his people.

50
1And Joseph put his head down on his father's face, weeping and kissing him. 2And

Joseph gave orders to his servants who had the necessary knowledge, to make his
father's body ready, folding it in linen with spices, and they did so. 3And the forty days
needed formaking the body readywent by: and there was weeping for him among the
Egyptians for seventy days. 4And when the days of weeping for him were past, Joseph
said to the servantsofPharaoh, Ifnowyouhave love forme, say thesewords toPharaoh:
5My fathermademe take an oath, saying,When I am dead, put me to rest in the place I
have made ready for myself in the land of Canaan. So now let me go and put my father
in his last resting-place, and I will come back again. 6And Pharaoh said, Go up and put
your father to rest, as you gave your oath to him. 7So Josephwent up to put his father in
his last resting-place; andwith himwent all the servants of Pharaoh, and the chiefmen
of his house and all the chiefs of the land of Egypt, 8And all the family of Joseph, and his
brothers and his father's people: only their little ones and their flocks and herds they
did not take with them from the land of Goshen. 9And carriages went up with him and
horsemen, a great army. 10And they came to the grain-floor of Atad on the other side
of Jordan, and there they gave the last honours to Jacob, with great and bitter sorrow,
weeping for their father for seven days. 11Andwhen the people of the land, the people
of Canaan, at the grain-floor of Atad, saw their grief, they said, Great is the grief of the
Egyptians: so the place was named Abel-mizraim, on the other side of Jordan. 12 So his
sons did as he had given themorders to do: 13For they took him into the land of Canaan
and put him to rest in the hollow rock in the field of Machpelah, which Abraham got
with the field, for a resting-place, from Ephron the Hittite at Mamre. 14And when his
father had been put to rest, Joseph and his brothers and all who had gone with him,
went back to Egypt. 15 Now after the death of their father, Joseph's brothers said to
themselves, It may be that Joseph's heart will be turned against us, and he will give us
punishment for all the evil which we did to him. 16 So they sent word to Joseph, saying,
Your father, before his death, gave us orders, saying, 17You are to say to Joseph, Let the
wrongdoing of your brothers be overlooked, and the evil they did to you: now, if it is
your pleasure, let the sin of the servants of your father's God have forgiveness. And at
thesewords, Josephwas overcomewithweeping. 18Thenhis brotherswent, and falling
at his feet, said, Truly, we are your servants. 19And Joseph said, Have no fear: am I in
the place of God? 20As for you, it was in your mind to do me evil, but God has given a
happy outcome, the salvation of numbers of people, as you see today. 21 So now, have
no fear: for I will take care of you and your little ones. So he gave them comfort with
kind words. 22Now Joseph and all his father's family went on living in Egypt: and the
years of Joseph's life were a hundred and ten. 23And Joseph saw Ephraim's children of
the third generation: and the children of Machir, the son of Manasseh, came to birth
on Joseph's knees. 24 Then Joseph said to his brothers, The time of my death has come;
but Godwill keep you inmind and take you out of this land into the landwhich he gave
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by his oath to Abraham and Isaac and Jacob. 25Then Josephmade the children of Israel
take an oath, saying, God will certainly give effect to his word, and you are to take my
bones away from here. 26 So Joseph came to his death, being a hundred and ten years
old: and theymade his body ready, and he was put in a chest in Egypt.
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The Second Book of Moses,
Commonly Called

Exodus
1Now these are the names of the sons of Israel who came into Egypt; every man and

his family camewith Jacob. 2Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah; 3 Issachar, Zebulun, and
Benjamin; 4Dan and Naphtali, Gad and Asher. 5All the offspring of Jacob were seventy
persons: and Joseph had come to Egypt before them. 6 Then Joseph came to his end,
and all his brothers, and all that generation. 7 And the children of Israel were fertile,
increasing very greatly in numbers and in power; and the land was full of them. 8Now
a new king came to power in Egypt, who had no knowledge of Joseph. 9And he said to
his people, See, the people of Israel are greater in number and in power than we are:
10 Let us take care for fear that their numbers may become even greater, and if there
is a war, they may be joined with those who are against us, and make an attack on us,
and go up out of the land. 11 So they put overseers of forced work over them, in order
to make their strength less by the weight of their work. And theymade store-towns for
Pharaoh, Pithom and Raamses. 12But themore cruel they were to them, themore their
number increased, till all the land was full of them. And the children of Israel were
hated by the Egyptians. 13And they gave the children of Israel even harder work to do:
14 And made their lives bitter with hard work, making building-material and bricks,
and doing all sorts of work in the fields under the hardest conditions. 15And the king of
Egypt said to the Hebrew women who gave help at the time of childbirth (the name of
the one was Shiphrah and the name of the other Puah), 16When you are looking after
the Hebrew women in childbirth, if it is a son you are to put him to death; but if it is
a daughter, she may go on living. 17 But the women had the fear of God, and did not
do as the king of Egypt said, but let the male children go on living. 18 And the king of
Egypt sent for the women, and said to them, Why have you done this, and let the male
children go on living? 19 And they said to Pharaoh, Because the Hebrew women are
not like the Egyptian women, for they are strong, and the birth takes place before we
come to them. 20 And the blessing of God was on these women: and the people were
increased in number and became very strong. 21 And because the women who took
care of the Hebrewmothers had the fear of God, he gave them families. 22And Pharaoh
gave orders to all his people, saying, Every son who comes to birth is to be put into the
river, but every daughter may go on living.

2
1Nowamanof the house of Levi took as hiswife a daughter of Levi. 2And she became

with child and gave birth to a Son; and when she saw that he was a beautiful child, she
kept him secretly for three months. 3 And when she was no longer able to keep him
secret, shemade himabasket out of the stems ofwater-plants, pasting sticky earth over
it to keep thewater out; andplacing thebaby in it sheput it among theplants by the edge
of theNile. 4Andhis sister tookherplace at a distance to seewhatwouldbecomeof him.
5NowPharaoh's daughter came down to the Nile to take a bath, while herwomenwere
walking by the riverside; and she saw the basket among the river-plants, and sent her
servant-girl to get it. 6 And opening it, she saw the child, and he was crying. And she
had pity on him, and said, This is one of the Hebrews' children. 7 Then his sister said
to Pharaoh's daughter, May I go and get you one of the Hebrew women to give him the
breast? 8And Pharaoh's daughter said to her, Go. And the girl went and got the child's
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mother. 9And Pharaoh's daughter said to her, Take the child away and give it milk for
me, and I will give you payment. And the woman took the child and gave it milk at her
breast. 10 And when the child was older, she took him to Pharaoh's daughter and he
became her son, and she gave him the nameMoses, Because, she said, I took him out of
thewater. 11NowwhenMoseshadbecomeaman, onedayhewent out to his people and
sawhowhard theirworkwas; and he sawanEgyptian giving blows to aHebrew, one of
his people. 12And turning this way and that, and seeing no one, he put the Egyptian to
death, covering his bodywith sand. 13And hewent out the day after and saw two of the
Hebrews fighting: and he said to himwhowas in thewrong,Why are you fighting your
brother? 14And he said, Who made you a ruler and a judge over us? are you going to
putme to death as you did the Egyptian? AndMoseswas in fear, and said, It is clear that
the thing has come to light. 15Nowwhen Pharaoh had news of this, he would have put
Moses to death. But Moses went in flight from Pharaoh into the land of Midian: and he
took his seat by a water-spring. 16Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters: and
they came to get water for their father's flock. 17And the keepers of the sheep came up
and were driving them away; but Moses got up and came to their help, watering their
flock for them. 18And when they came to Reuel their father, he said, How is it that you
havecomeback soquickly today? 19And they said, AnEgyptiancame toourhelpagainst
the keepers of sheep and got water for us and gave it to the flock. 20And he said to his
daughters,Where is he? why have you let theman go? make him come in and give him
ameal. 21AndMoses was happy to go on living with theman; and he gave his daughter
Zipporah toMoses. 22And she gave birth to a son, to whomhe gave the name Gershom:
forhe said, I havebeen living ina strange land. 23Nowafter a long time thekingofEgypt
came to his end: and the children of Israel were crying in their grief under the weight
of theirwork, and their cry for help came to the ears of God. 24And at the sound of their
weeping the agreement which God hadmadewith Abraham and Isaac and Jacob came
to his mind. 25And God's eyes were turned to the children of Israel and he gave them
the knowledge of himself.

3
1 Now Moses was looking after the flock of Jethro, his father-in-law, the priest of

Midian: and he took the flock to the back of the waste land and came to Horeb, the
mountain of God. 2And the angel of the Lord was seen by him in a flame of fire coming
out of a thorn-tree: and he saw that the treewas on fire, but it was not burned up. 3And
Moses said, Iwill goandsee this strange thing,why the tree isnotburnedup, 4Andwhen
the Lord saw him turning to one side to see, God said his name out of the tree, crying,
Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am I. 5And he said, Do not come near: take off your
shoes from your feet, for the place where you are is holy. 6And he said, I am the God
of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. AndMoses
kept his face covered for fear of looking on God. 7And God said, Truly, I have seen the
grief ofmy people in Egypt, and their cry because of their cruelmasters has come tomy
ears; for I have knowledge of their sorrows; 8And I have come down to take them out
of the hands of the Egyptians, guiding them out of that land into a good land and wide,
into a land flowing withmilk and honey; into the place of the Canaanite and the Hittite
and the Amorite and the Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite. 9 For now, truly, the
cry of the children of Israel has come to me, and I have seen the cruel behaviour of the
Egyptians to them. 10Come, then, and I will send you to Pharaoh, so that you may take
my people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt. 11AndMoses said to God,Who am I to go
to Pharaoh and take the children of Israel out of Egypt? 12And he said, Truly I will be
with you; and this will be the sign to you that I have sent you: when you have taken the
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children of Israel out of Egypt, you will give worship to God on this mountain. 13And
Moses said toGod,When I come to thechildrenof Israel andsay to them,TheGodofyour
fathers has sent me to you: and they say to me, What is his name? what am I to say to
them? 14AndGod said tohim, IAMWHAT IAM: andhe said, Say to the childrenof Israel,
I AMhas sentme to you. 15AndGodwent on to say toMoses, Say to the childrenof Israel,
The Lord, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, has sent
me to you: this is my name for ever, and this is my sign to all generations. 16Go and get
together the chiefs of the children of Israel, and say to them, The Lord, the God of your
fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, has been seen by me, and has said,
Truly I have taken up your cause, because of what is done to you in Egypt; 17And I have
said, I will take you up out of the sorrows of Egypt into the land of the Canaanite and
theHittite and the Amorite and the Perizzite and theHivite and the Jebusite, into a land
flowing with milk and honey. 18And they will give ear to your voice: and you, with the
chiefs of Israel, will go to Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, and say to him, The Lord, the God
of the Hebrews, has come to us: let us then go three days' journey into thewaste land to
make an offering to the Lord our God. 19And I am certain that the king of Egypt will not
let you go without being forced. 20But I will put out my hand and overcome Egypt with
all the wonders which I will do among them: and after that he will let you go. 21And I
will give this people grace in the eyes of the Egyptians, so that when you go out youwill
go out with your hands full. 22For every womanwill get from her neighbour and from
thewoman living in her house, ornaments of silver and gold, and clothing; and youwill
put them on your sons and your daughters; you will take the best of their goods from
the Egyptians.

4
1And Moses, answering, said, It is certain that they will not have faith in me or give

ear tomy voice; for theywill say, You have not seen the Lord. 2And the Lord said to him,
What is that in your hand? And he said, A rod. 3And he said, Put it down on the earth.
Andheput it downon the earth and it becamea snake; andMoseswent running from it.
4And theLord said toMoses, Put out yourhandand take it by the tail: (andheput out his
hand and took a grip of it and it became a rod in his hand:) 5So that theymay be certain
that the Lord, the God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, has
been seenby you. 6Then the Lord said to himagain, Put your hand inside your clothing.
And he put his hand inside his robe: and when he took it out it was like the hand of a
leper, as white as snow. 7And he said, Put your hand inside your robe again. (And he
put his hand into his robe again, andwhen he took it out he saw that it had become like
his other flesh.) 8And if they do not have faith in you or give ear to the voice of the first
sign, theywill have faith in the second sign. 9And if they have no faith even in these two
signs and will not give ear to your voice, then you are to take the water of the Nile and
put it on the dry land: and the water you take out of the river will become blood on the
dry land. 10And Moses said to the Lord, O Lord, I am not a man of words; I have never
been so, and am not now, even after what you have said to your servant: for talking is
hard forme, and I am slow of tongue. 11And the Lord said to him,Who hasmademan's
mouth? who takes away a man's voice or hearing, or makes him seeing or blind? Is it
not I, the Lord? 12 So go now, and I will be with your mouth, teaching you what to say.
13And he said, O Lord, send, if you will, by the hand of anyone whom it seems good to
you to send. 14And the Lord was angry with Moses, and said, Is there not Aaron, your
brother, the Levite? Tomy knowledge he is good at talking. Andnowhe is coming out to
you: andwhen he sees you hewill be glad in his heart. 15Let him give ear to your voice,
and you will put my words in his mouth; and I will be with your mouth and with his,
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teaching youwhat you have to do. 16And hewill do the talking for you to the people: he
will be to you as a mouth and you will be to him as God. 17And take in your hand this
rod with which you will do the signs. 18And Moses went back to Jethro, his father-in-
law, and said to him, Letme go back now tomy relations in Egypt and see if they are still
living. And Jethro said to Moses, Go in peace. 19And the Lord said to Moses in Midian,
Go back to Egypt, for all themen are deadwhowere attempting to take your life. 20And
Moses took his wife and his sons and put them on an ass and went back to the land of
Egypt: and he took the rod of God in his hand. 21And the Lord said toMoses, When you
goback to Egypt, see that youdobefore Pharaoh all thewonderswhich I have given you
power to do: but I will make his heart hard and hewill not let the people go. 22And you
are to say to Pharaoh, The Lord says, Israel is the first of my sons: 23And I said to you,
Letmy son go, so that hemay givemeworship; and you did not let him go: so now Iwill
put the first of your sons to death. 24Nowon the journey, at the night's resting-place, the
Lord came in his way and would have put him to death. 25Then Zipporah took a sharp
stone, and cutting off the skin of her son's private parts, and touching his feet with it,
she said, Truly you are a husband of blood to me. 26 So he let him go. Then she said,
You are a husband of blood because of the circumcision. 27And the Lord said to Aaron,
Go into the waste land and you will see Moses. So he went and came across Moses at
the mountain of God, and gave him a kiss. 28And Moses gave Aaron an account of all
the words of the Lord which he had sent him to say, and of all the signs which he had
given him orders to do. 29 Then Moses and Aaron went and got together all the chiefs
of the children of Israel: 30And Aaron said to them all the words the Lord had said to
Moses, and did the signs before all the people. 31And the people had faith in them; and
hearing that the Lord had takenup the cause of the children of Israel andhad seen their
troubles, with bent heads they gave himworship.

5
1 And after that, Moses and Aaron came to Pharaoh, and said, The Lord, the God of

Israel, says, Let my people go so that they may keep a feast to me in the waste land.
2And Pharaoh said, Who is the Lord, to whose voice I am to give ear and let Israel go?
I have no knowledge of the Lord and I will not let Israel go. 3And they said, The God of
the Hebrews has come to us: let us then go three days' journey into the waste land to
make an offering to the Lord our God, so that he may not send death on us by disease
or the sword. 4And the king of Egypt said to them, Why do you, Moses and Aaron, take
the people away from their work? get back to your work. 5 And Pharaoh said, Truly,
the people of the land are increasing in number, and you are keeping them back from
their work. 6 The same day Pharaoh gave orders to the overseers and those who were
responsible for the work, saying, 7 Give these men no more dry stems for their brick-
making as you have been doing; let them go and get the material for themselves. 8But
see that they make the same number of bricks as before, and no less: for they have no
love for work; and so they are crying out and saying, Let us go andmake an offering to
our God. 9Give themen harderwork, and see that they do it; let themnot give attention
to false words. 10And the overseers of the people and their responsible men went out
and said to the people, Pharaoh says, Iwill give younomore dry stems. 11Go yourselves
and get dry stems wherever you are able; for your work is not to be any less. 12 So the
people were sent in all directions through the land of Egypt to get dry grass for stems.
13And the overseerswent ondriving themand saying, Do your full day'swork as before
when therewere dry stems for you. 14And the responsiblemenof the children of Israel,
whomPharaoh's overseers hadput over them,were givenblows, and they said to them,
Why have you not done your regular work, in making bricks as before? 15 Then the
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responsible men of the children of Israel came to Pharaoh, protesting and saying, Why
are you acting in this way to your servants? 16 They give us no dry stems and they say
to us, Make bricks: and they give your servants blows; but it is your people who are
in the wrong. 17 But he said, You have no love for work: that is why you say, Let us go
and make an offering to the Lord. 18Go now, get back to your work; no dry stems will
be given to you, but you are to make the full number of bricks. 19Then the responsible
men of the children of Israel saw that they were purposing evil when they said, The
number of bricks which you have tomake every daywill be no less than before. 20And
they came face to face with Moses and Aaron, who were in their way when they came
out from Pharaoh: 21And they said to them, May the Lord take note of you and be your
judge; for you have given Pharaoh andhis servants a bad opinion of us, putting a sword
in their hands for our destruction. 22And Moses went back to the Lord and said, Lord,
why have you done evil to this people? why have you sent me? 23 For from the time
when I came to Pharaoh to put your words before him, he has done evil to this people,
and you have given them no help.

6
1And the Lord said to Moses, Now you will see what I am about to do to Pharaoh; for

by a strong hand he will be forced to let them go, driving them out of his land because
of my outstretched arm. 2And God said to Moses, I am Yahweh: 3 I let myself be seen
by Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as God, the Ruler of all; but they had no knowledge of
my name Yahweh. 4 And I made an agreement with them, to give them the land of
Canaan, the land of their wanderings. 5 And truly my ears are open to the cry of the
children of Israel whom the Egyptians keep under their yoke; and I have kept in mind
my agreement. 6 Say then to the children of Israel, I am Yahweh, and I will take you out
from under the yoke of the Egyptians, and make you safe from their power, and will
make you free by the strength of my arm after great punishments. 7And I will take you
to be my people and I will be your God; and you will be certain that I am the Lord your
God, who takes you out fromunder the yoke of the Egyptians. 8And Iwill be your guide
into the land which I made an oath to give to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob; and I
will give it to you for your heritage: I am Yahweh. 9And Moses said these words to the
children of Israel, but they gave no attention to him, because of the grief of their spirit
and the cruel weight of their work. 10 And the Lord said to Moses, 11 Go in and say to
Pharaoh, king of Egypt, that he is to let the children of Israel go out of his land. 12And
Moses, answering the Lord, said, See, the children of Israel will not give ear tome; how
then will Pharaoh give ear to me, whose lips are unclean? 13And the word of the Lord
came to Moses and Aaron, with orders for the children of Israel and for Pharaoh, king
of Egypt, to take the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt. 14 These are the heads
of their fathers' families: the sons of Reuben the oldest son of Israel: Hanoch and Pallu,
Hezron and Carmi: these are the families of Reuben. 15And the sons of Simeon: Jemuel
and Jamin and Ohad and Jachin and Zohar and Shaul, the son of a woman of Canaan:
these are the families of Simeon. 16And these are the names of the sons of Levi in the
order of their generations: Gershon and Kohath and Merari: and the years of Levi's
life were a hundred and thirty-seven. 17The sons of Gershon: Libni and Shimei, in the
order of their families. 18And the sons of Kohath: Amram and Izhar and Hebron and
Uzziel: and the years of Kohath's life were a hundred and thirty-three. 19And the sons
of Merari: Mahli and Mushi: these are the families of the Levites, in the order of their
generations. 20 And Amram took Jochebed, his father's sister, as wife; and she gave
birth to Aaron and Moses: and the years of Amram's life were a hundred and thirty-
seven. 21And the sons of Izhar: Korah andNepheg and Zichri. 22And the sons of Uzziel:
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Mishael and Elzaphan and Sithri. 23And Aaron took as his wife Elisheba, the daughter
of Amminadab, the sister of Nahshon; and she gave birth to Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar
and Ithamar. 24 And the sons of Korah: Assir and Elkanah and Abiasaph: these are
the families of the Korahites. 25 And Eleazar, Aaron's son, took as his wife one of the
daughters of Putiel; and she gave birth to Phinehas. These are the heads of the families
of the Levites, in the order of their families. 26These are the same Aaron and Moses to
whom the Lord said, Take the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt in their armies.
27 These are the men who gave orders to Pharaoh to let the children of Israel go out of
Egypt: these are the same Moses and Aaron. 28 And on the day when the word of the
Lord came to Moses in the land of Egypt, 29 The Lord said to Moses, I am the Lord: say
to Pharaoh, king of Egypt, everything I am saying to you. 30AndMoses said to the Lord,
My lips are unclean; how is it possible that Pharaoh will give me a hearing?

7
1And the Lord said to Moses, See I have made you a god to Pharaoh, and Aaron your

brother will be your prophet. 2 Say whatever I give you orders to say: and Aaron your
brother will give word to Pharaoh to let the children of Israel go out of his land. 3And I
willmakePharaoh's heart hard, andmy signs andwonderswill be increased in the land
of Egypt. 4 But Pharaoh will not give ear to you, and I will put my hand on Egypt, and
takemy armies,mypeople, the children of Israel, out of Egypt, after great punishments.
5 And the Egyptians will see that I am the Lord, when my hand is stretched out over
Egypt, and I take the children of Israel out from among them. 6And Moses and Aaron
did so: as the Lord gave them orders, so they did. 7 And Moses was eighty years old,
and Aaron eighty-three years old, when they gave the Lord's word to Pharaoh. 8 And
the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 9 If Pharaoh says to you, Let me see a wonder: then
say to Aaron, Take your rod and put it down on the earth before Pharaoh so that it may
become a snake. 10ThenMoses and Aaron went in to Pharaoh and they did as the Lord
had said: and Aaron put his rod down on the earth before Pharaoh and his servants,
and it became a snake. 11Then Pharaoh sent for thewisemen and thewonder-workers,
and they, thewonder-workers of Egypt, did the samewith their secret arts. 12For every
one of them put down his rod on the earth, and they became snakes: but Aaron's rod
made a meal of their rods. 13 But Pharaoh's heart was made hard, and he did not give
ear to them, as the Lord had said. 14And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, Pharaoh's
heart is unchanged; hewill not let the people go. 15Go to Pharaoh in themorning; when
he goes out to thewater, youwill bewaiting for himby the edge of the Nile, with the rod
whichwas turned into a snake in your hand; 16And say to him, The Lord, the God of the
Hebrews, has sentme to you, saying, Letmypeople go so that theymay givemeworship
in thewaste land; but up to nowyouhavenot given ear to hiswords. 17So the Lord says,
By this you may be certain that I am the Lord; see, by the touch of this rod in my hand
the waters of the Nile will be turned to blood; 18 And the fish in the Nile will come to
destruction, and the river will send up a bad smell, and the Egyptians will not be able,
for disgust, to make use of the water of the Nile for drinking. 19And the Lord said, Say
to Aaron, Let the rod in your hand be stretched out over the waters of Egypt, and over
the rivers and the streams and the pools, and over every stretch of water, so that they
may be turned to blood; and therewill be blood through all the land of Egypt, in vessels
of wood and in vessels of stone. 20And Moses and Aaron did as the Lord had said; and
when his rod had been lifted up and stretched out over thewaters of theNile before the
eyes of Pharaoh and his servants, all the water in the Nile was turned to blood; 21And
the fish in the Nile came to destruction, and a bad smell went up from the river, and the
Egyptianswere not able tomakeuse of thewater of theNile for drinking; and therewas
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blood through all the land of Egypt. 22And the wonder-workers of Egypt did the same
with their secret arts: but Pharaoh's heart wasmade hard, and hewould not give ear to
them, as the Lord had said. 23Then Pharaoh went into his house, and did not take even
this to heart. 24And all the Egyptians made holes round about the Nile to get drinking-
water, for theywere not able tomake use of theNilewater. 25And seven dayswent past,
after the Lord had put his hand on the Nile.

8
1 And this is what the Lord said to Moses: Go to Pharaoh and say to him, The Lord

says, Let my people go so that they may give me worship. 2And if you will not let them
go, see, I will send frogs into every part of your land: 3The Nile will be full of frogs, and
they will come up into your house and into your bedrooms and on your bed, and into
the houses of your servants and your people, and into your ovens and into your bread-
basins. 4The frogs will come up over you and your people and all your servants. 5And
the Lord said toMoses, Say to Aaron, Let the rod in your hand be stretched out over the
streamsand thewaterways and thepools, causing frogs to comeupon the landof Egypt.
6And when Aaron put out his hand over the waters of Egypt, the frogs came up and all
the land of Egypt was coveredwith them. 7And the wonder-workers did the samewith
their secret arts, making frogs come up over the land of Egypt. 8Then Pharaoh sent for
Moses and Aaron and said, Make prayer to the Lord that he will take away these frogs
fromme andmypeople; and Iwill let the people go andmake their offering to the Lord.
9 And Moses said, I will let you have the honour of saying when I am to make prayer
for you and your servants and your people, that the frogs may be sent away from you
and your houses, and be only in the Nile. 10 And he said, By tomorrow. And he said,
Let it be as you say: so that you may see that there is no other like the Lord our God.
11And the frogs will be gone from you and from your houses and from your servants
and from your people and will be only in the Nile. 12 Then Moses and Aaron went out
from Pharaoh; and Moses made prayer to the Lord about the frogs which he had sent
on Pharaoh. 13And the Lord did as Moses said; and there was an end of all the frogs in
the houses and in the open spaces and in the fields. 14 And they put them together in
masses, and a bad smell went up from the land. 15 But when Pharaoh saw that there
was peace for a time, he made his heart hard and did not give ear to them, as the Lord
had said. 16And the Lord said toMoses, Say to Aaron, Let your rod be stretched out over
the dust of the earth so that it may become insects through all the land of Egypt. 17And
they did so; and Aaron, stretching out the rod in his hand, gave a touch to the dust of
the earth, and insects came onman and on beast; all the dust of the earth was changed
into insects through all the land of Egypt. 18And the wonder-workers with their secret
arts, attempting to make insects, were unable to do so: and there were insects on man
and onbeast. 19Then thewonder-workers said to Pharaoh, This is the finger of God: but
Pharaoh's heart was hard, and he did not give ear to them, as the Lord had said. 20And
the Lord said toMoses, Get up early in themorning and take your place before Pharaoh
when he comes out to the water; and say to him, This is what the Lord says: Let my
people go to givemeworship. 21For if youdonot letmypeople go, see, Iwill send clouds
of flies on you and on your servants and on your people and into their houses; and the
houses of the Egyptians and the land where they are will be full of flies. 22And at that
time Iwill make a division between your land and the land of Goshenwheremy people
are, and no flies will be there; so that youmay see that I am the Lord over all the earth.
23And Iwill put a division betweenmy people and your people; tomorrow this signwill
be seen. 24And the Lord did so; and great clouds of flies came into the house of Pharaoh
and into his servants' houses, and all the land of Egypt was made waste because of the
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flies. 25And Pharaoh sent for Moses and Aaron and said, Go andmake your offering to
your God here in the land. 26And Moses said, It is not right to do so; for we make our
offerings of that to which the Egyptians give worship; and if we do so before their eyes,
certainlywewill be stoned. 27Butwewill go three days' journey into thewaste land and
make an offering to the Lord our God as he may give us orders. 28 Then Pharaoh said,
I will let you go to make an offering to the Lord your God in the waste land; but do not
go very far away, andmake prayer for me. 29AndMoses said, When I go out from you I
willmake prayer to the Lord that the cloud of fliesmay go away fromPharaoh and from
his people and from his servants tomorrow: only let Pharaoh no longer by deceit keep
back the people from making their offering to the Lord. 30 Then Moses went out from
Pharaoh andmade prayer to the Lord. 31And the Lord did asMoses said, and took away
the cloud of flies from Pharaoh and fromhis servants and fromhis people; not onewas
to be seen. 32But again Pharaohmade his heart hard and did not let the people go.

9
1Then the Lord said toMoses, Go in to Pharaoh and say to him, This is what the Lord,

the God of the Hebrews, says: Let my people go so that theymay givemeworship. 2For
if youwill not let themgo, but still keep them in your power, 3Then the hand of the Lord
will put on your cattle in the field, on the horses and the asses and the camels, on the
herds and theflocks, a very evil disease. 4And theLordwillmakeadivisionbetween the
cattle of Israel and the cattle of Egypt; there will be no loss of any of the cattle of Israel.
5And the timewas fixed by the Lord, and he said, Tomorrow the Lord will do this thing
in the land. 6Andon thedayafter, theLorddidashehad said, causing thedeathof all the
cattle of Egypt, but therewasno loss of anyof the cattle of Israel. 7AndPharaoh sent and
gotword that therewasno loss of anyof the cattle of Israel. But theheart of Pharaohwas
hard and he did not let the people go. 8And the Lord said to Moses and to Aaron, Take
in your hand a little dust from the fire and let Moses send it in a shower up to heaven
before theeyesofPharaoh. 9And itwill becomesmall dust overall the landofEgypt, and
will be a skin-disease bursting out in wounds onman and beast through all the land of
Egypt. 10 So they took some dust from the fire, and placing themselves before Pharaoh,
Moses sent it out in a shower up to heaven; and it became a skin-disease bursting out on
man and on beast. 11And thewonder-workers were not able to take their places before
Moses, because of the disease; for the disease was on the wonder-workers and on all
the Egyptians. 12And the Lordmade Pharaoh's heart hard, and hewould not give ear to
them, as the Lord had said. 13And the Lord said to Moses, Get up early in the morning
and take your place before Pharaoh, and say to him, This is what the Lord, the God of
the Hebrews, says: Let my people go so that they may give me worship. 14For this time
I will send all my punishments on yourself and on your servants and on your people;
so that you may see that there is no other like me in all the earth. 15 For if I had put
the full weight of my hand on you and your people, you would have been cut off from
the earth: 16But, for this very reason, I have kept you from destruction, to make clear
to you my power, and so that my name may be honoured through all the earth. 17Are
you still uplifted in pride against my people so that you will not let them go? 18 Truly,
tomorrow about this time I will send down an ice-storm, such as never was in Egypt
from its earliest days till now. 19 Then send quickly and get in your cattle and all you
have from the fields; for if any man or beast in the field has not been put under cover,
the ice-storm will come down on them with destruction. 20 Then everyone among the
servants of Pharaohwhohad the fear of the Lord,madehis servants andhis cattle come
quickly into the house: 21And he who gave no attention to the word of the Lord, kept
his servants and his cattle in the field. 22And the Lord said toMoses, Now let your hand
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be stretched out to heaven so that theremay be an ice-storm on all the land of Egypt, on
man and on beast and on every plant of the field through all the land of Egypt. 23And
Moses put out his rod to heaven: and the Lord sent thunder, and an ice-storm, and fire
running down on the earth; the Lord sent an ice-storm on the land of Egypt. 24 So there
was an ice-storm with fire running through it, coming down with great force, such as
neverwas inall the landofEgypt fromthe timewhen it becameanation. 25And through
all the land of Egypt the ice-storm came down on everythingwhichwas in the fields, on
manandonbeast; andeverygreenplantwas crushedandevery treeof thefieldbroken.
26Only in the land of Goshen, where the children of Israelwere, therewas no ice-storm.
27Then Pharaoh sent forMoses and Aaron, and said to them, I have done evil this time:
the Lord is upright, and I and my people are sinners. 28Make prayer to the Lord; for
there has been enough of these thunderings of God and this ice-storm; and Iwill let you
go and will keep you no longer. 29And Moses said, When I am gone outside the town,
my hands will be stretched out to the Lord; the thunders and the ice-storm will come
to an end, so that you may see that the earth is the Lord's. 30 But as for you and your
servants, I am certain that even now the fear of the Lord Godwill not be in your hearts.
31And the flax and the barley were damaged, for the barley was almost ready to be cut
and the flax was in flower. 32But the rest of the grain-plants were undamaged, for they
had not come up. 33 So Moses went out of the town, and stretching out his hands made
prayer to God: and the thunders and the ice-storm came to an end; and the fall of rain
was stopped. 34Butwhen Pharaoh saw that the rain and the ice-stormand the thunders
were ended, he went on sinning, and made his heart hard, he and his servants. 35And
the heart of Pharaohwas hard, and he did not let the people go, as the Lord had said by
themouth of Moses.

10
1 And the Lord said to Moses, Go in to Pharaoh: for I have made his heart and the

hearts of his servants hard, so that I may let my signs be seen among them: 2 And so
that you may be able to give to your son and to your son's son the story of my wonders
in Egypt, and the signs which I have done among them; so that you may see that I am
the Lord. 3ThenMoses and Aaronwent in to Pharaoh, and said to him, This is what the
Lord, the God of the Hebrews, says: How long will you be lifted up in your pride before
me? let my people go so that they may give me worship. 4 For if you will not let my
people go, tomorrow I will send locusts into your land: 5And the face of the earth will
be covered with them, so that you will not be able to see the earth: and they will be the
destruction of everything which up to now has not been damaged, everything which
was not crushed by the ice-storm, and every tree still living in your fields. 6And your
houses will be full of them, and the houses of your servants and of all the Egyptians; it
will beworse than anything your fathers have seen or their fathers, from the daywhen
they were living on the earth till this day. And so he went out from Pharaoh. 7 And
Pharaoh's servants said to him, How long is this man to be the cause of evil to us? let
the men go so that they may give worship to the Lord their God: are you not awake to
Egypt's danger? 8 Then Moses and Aaron came in again before Pharaoh: and he said
to them, Go and give worship to the Lord your God: but which of you are going? 9And
Moses said, We will go with our young and our old, with our sons and our daughters,
with our flocks and our herds; for we are to keep a feast to the Lord. 10And he said to
them, May the Lord be with you, if I will let you and your little ones go! take care, for
yourpurpose clearly is evil. 11Not so; but let yourmales goandgiveworship to theLord,
as your desire is. This he said, driving them out from before him. 12And the Lord said
to Moses, Let your hand be stretched out over the land of Egypt so that the locusts may
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comeupon the land for thedestructionofeverygreenplant in the land, eveneverything
untouched by the ice-storm. 13AndMoses' rodwas stretched out over the land of Egypt,
and the Lord sent an east wind over the land all that day and all the night; and in the
morning the locusts came upwith the east wind. 14And the locusts went up over all the
land of Egypt, resting on every part of the land, in very great numbers; such an army
of locusts had never been seen before, and never will be again. 15For all the face of the
earth was covered with them, so that the land was black; and every green plant and all
the fruit of the trees which was untouched by the ice-storm they took for food: not one
green thing, no plant or tree, was to be seen in all the land of Egypt. 16 Then Pharaoh
quickly sent for Moses and Aaron, and said, I have done evil against the Lord your God
and against you. 17 Let me now have forgiveness for my sin this time only, and make
prayer to the Lord your God that he will take away from me this death only. 18 So he
went out fromPharaoh andmade prayer to the Lord. 19And the Lord sent a very strong
west wind, which took up the locusts, driving them into the Red Sea; not one locust was
tobe seen inanypart ofEgypt. 20But theLordmadePharaoh'shearthard, andhedidnot
let the children of Israel go. 21And the Lord said to Moses, Let your hand be stretched
out to heaven, and all the land of Egypt will be dark, so that men will be feeling their
way about in the dark. 22 And when Moses' hand was stretched out, dark night came
over all the land of Egypt for three days; 23 They were not able to see one another, and
no one got up fromhis place for three days: butwhere the children of Israel were living
it was light. 24Then Pharaoh sent for Moses, and said, Go and give worship to the Lord;
only let your flocks and your herds be kept here: your little onesmay gowith you. 25But
Moses said, Youwill have to let us take burned offerings to put before the Lord our God.
26So our cattlewill have to gowith us, not onemaybe kept back; for they are needed for
the worship of the Lord our God; we have no knowledge what offering we have to give
till we come to the place. 27But the Lord made Pharaoh's heart hard, and he would not
let them go. 28And Pharaoh said to him, Go away fromme, take care that you come not
again beforeme; for the daywhen you seemy face againwill be your last. 29AndMoses
said, You say truly; I will not see your face again.

11
1 And the Lord said to Moses, I will send one more punishment on Pharaoh and on

Egypt; after that he will let you go; and when he does let you go, he will not keep one of
you back, but will send you out by force. 2 So go now and give orders to the people that
everymanandeverywoman is to get fromhis orherneighbourornaments of silver and
of gold. 3And the Lord gave the people grace in the eyes of the Egyptians. For the man
Moses was highly honoured in the land of Egypt, by Pharaoh's servants and the people.
4AndMoses said, This is what the Lord says: About the middle of the night I will go out
through Egypt: 5And death will come to every mother's first male child in all the land
of Egypt, from the child of Pharaoh on his seat of power, to the child of the servant-girl
crushing the grain; and the first births of all the cattle. 6And there will be a great cry
through all the land of Egypt, such as never has been or will be again. 7But against the
children of Israel, man or beast, not so much as the tongue of a dog will be moved: so
that youmay seehow theLordmakesadivisionbetween Israel and theEgyptians. 8And
all these your servantswill come tome, goingdownon their faces beforemeand saying,
Goout, andall yourpeoplewithyou: andafter that Iwill go out. Andhewent away from
Pharaoh burning with wrath. 9And the Lord said to Moses, Pharaoh will not give ear
to you, so that my wonders may be increased in the land of Egypt. 10All these wonders
Moses and Aaron did before Pharaoh: but the Lordmade Pharaoh's heart hard, and he
did not let the children of Israel go out of his land.
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12
1 And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2 Let this month be to

you the first of months, the first month of the year. 3 Say to all the children of Israel
when they are come together, In the tenth day of thismonth everyman is to take a lamb,
by the number of their fathers' families, a lamb for every family: 4 And if the lamb is
more than enough for the family, let that family and its nearest neighbour have a lamb
between them, taking intoaccount thenumberofpersonsandhowmuch food isneeded
for everyman. 5Let your lambbewithout amark, amale in itsfirst year: youmay take it
from among the sheep or the goats: 6Keep it till the fourteenth day of the samemonth,
when everyone who is of the children of Israel is to put it to death between sundown
and dark. 7Then take some of the blood and put it on the two sides of the door and over
the door of the house where the meal is to be taken. 8And let your food that night be
the flesh of the lamb, cookedwith fire in the oven, togetherwith unleavened bread and
bitter-tasting plants. 9Do not take it uncooked or cooked with boiling water, but let it
be cooked in the oven; its head with its legs and its inside parts. 10Do not keep any of it
till the morning; anything which is not used is to be burned with fire. 11And take your
meal dressed as if for a journey, with your shoes on your feet and your sticks in your
hands: take it quickly: it is the Lord's Passover. 12For on that night I will go through the
land of Egypt, sending death on every first male child, of man and of beast, and judging
all the gods of Egypt: I am the Lord. 13And the bloodwill be a sign on the houses where
you are: when I see the blood I will go over you, and no evil will come on you for your
destruction, whenmy hand is on the land of Egypt. 14And this day is to be kept in your
memories: you are to keep it as a feast to the Lord through all your generations, as an
order for ever. 15For sevendays let your foodbeunleavenedbread; fromthefirst dayno
leaven is to be seen in your houses: whoever takes breadwith leaven in it, from thefirst
till the seventh day, will be cut off from Israel. 16And on the first day there is to be a holy
meeting and on the seventh day a holy meeting; no sort of work may be done on those
daysbutonly tomakereadywhat isnecessary for everyone's food. 17Sokeep the feast of
unleavenedbread; for on this veryday Ihave takenyourarmies out of the landofEgypt:
this day, then, is to be kept through all your generations by an order for ever. 18 In the
first month, from the evening of the fourteenth day, let your food be unleavened bread
till the evening of the twenty-first day of the month. 19 For seven days no leaven is to
be seen in your houses: for whoever takes bread which is leavened will be cut off from
the people of Israel, if he is from another country or if he is an Israelite by birth. 20Take
nothing which has leaven in it; wherever you are living let your food be unleavened
cakes. 21 Then Moses sent for the chiefs of Israel, and said to them, See that lambs are
marked out for yourselves and your families, and let the Passover lamb be put to death.
22And take some hyssop and put it in the blood in the basin, touching the two sides and
the top of the doorway with the blood from the basin; and let not one of you go out of
his house till the morning. 23 For the Lord will go through the land, sending death on
the Egyptians; and when he sees the blood on the two sides and the top of the door, the
Lord will go over your door and will not let death come in for your destruction. 24And
you are to keep this as an order to you and to your sons for ever. 25Andwhen you come
into the land which the Lord will make yours, as he gave his word, you are to keep this
act of worship. 26And when your children say to you, What is the reason of this act of
worship? 27 Then you will say, This is the offering of the Lord's Passover; for he went
over the houses of the children of Israel in Egypt, when he sent death on the Egyptians,
and kept our families safe. And the people gave worship with bent heads. 28 And the
children of Israel went and did so; as the Lord had given orders to Moses and Aaron,
so they did. 29 And in the middle of the night the Lord sent death on every first male
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child in the land of Egypt, from the child of Pharaoh on his seat of power to the child
of the prisoner in the prison; and the first births of all the cattle. 30 Then Pharaoh got
up in the night, he and all his servants and all the Egyptians; and a great cry went up
from Egypt; for there was not a house where someone was not dead. 31And he sent for
Moses and Aaron by night, and said, Get up and go out from amongmy people, you and
the children of Israel; go and give worship to the Lord as you have said. 32 And take
your flocks and your herds as you have said, and be gone; and give me your blessing.
33And the Egyptians were forcing the people on, to get them out of the land quickly; for
they said, We are all dead men. 34And the people took their bread-paste before it was
leavened, putting their basins in their clothing on their backs. 35 And the children of
Israel had done asMoses had said; and they got from the Egyptians ornaments of silver
and of gold, and clothing: 36And the Lord had given the people grace in the eyes of the
Egyptians so that they gave them whatever was requested. So they took away all their
goods from the Egyptians. 37And the children of Israelmade the journey fromRameses
to Succoth; there were about six hundred thousand men on foot, as well as children.
38And amixed band of people went with them; and flocks and herds in great numbers.
39And they made unleavened cakes from the paste which they had taken out of Egypt;
itwas not leavened, for they hadbeen sent out of Egypt so quickly, that they hadno time
to make any food ready. 40Now the children of Israel had been living in Egypt for four
hundred and thirty years. 41 And at the end of four hundred and thirty years, to the
very day, all the armies of the Lord went out of the land of Egypt. 42 It is a watch-night
before the Lordwho took themout of the land of Egypt: this samenight is awatch-night
to the Lord for all the children of Israel, through all their generations. 43And the Lord
said toMoses and Aaron, This is the law of the Passover: nomanwho is not an Israelite
is to take of it: 44 But every man's servant, whom he has got for money, may take of it,
when he has had circumcision. 45Aman from a strange country living among you, and
a servant working for payment, may not take part in it. 46 It is to be taken in one house;
not a bit of the flesh is to be taken out of the house, and no bone of it may be broken.
47All Israel is to keep the feast. 48And if aman from another country is living with you,
and has a desire to keep the Passover to the Lord, let all themales of his family undergo
circumcision, and then let him come near and keep it; for hewill then be as one of your
people; but no one without circumcision may keep it. 49 The law is the same for him
who is an Israelite by birth and for the man from a strange country who is living with
you. 50 So the children of Israel did as the Lord gave orders to Moses and Aaron. 51And
on that very day the Lord took the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt by their
armies.

13
1 And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Let the first male child of every mother among the

children of Israel be kept holy for me, even the first male birth among man or beast;
for it is mine. 3 And Moses said to the people, Let this day, on which you came out of
Egypt, out of your prison-house, be kept for ever in memory; for by the strength of his
hand the Lord has taken you out from this place; let no leavened bread be used. 4On
this day, in themonth Abib, you are going out. 5And it will be that, when the Lord takes
you into the land of the Canaanite and the Hittite and the Amorite and the Hivite and
the Jebusite, the land which he made an oath to your fathers that he would give you, a
land flowing with milk and honey, you will do this act of worship in this month. 6 For
seven days let your food be unleavened cakes; and on the seventh day there is to be a
feast to the Lord. 7Unleavened cakes are to be your food through all the seven days; let
no leavenedbreadbe seenamongyou, or any leaven, in anypart of your land. 8Andyou
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will say to your son in that day, It is because ofwhat theLorddid formewhen I cameout
of Egypt. 9And this will be for a sign to you on your hand and for amark on your brow,
so that the law of the Lordmay be in your mouth: for with a strong hand the Lord took
you out of Egypt. 10 So let this order be kept, at the right time, from year to year. 11And
when the Lord takes you into the land of Canaan, as hemade his oath to you and to your
fathers, and gives it to you, 12You are to put on one side for the Lord everymother's first
male child, the first-fruit of her body, and the first young one of every beast; everymale
is holy to the Lord. 13And for the young of an ass youmay give a lamb in payment, or if
youwill notmakepayment for it, its neck is to be broken; but for all thefirst sons among
your children, let payment bemade. 14Andwhen your son says to you in time to come,
What is the reason for this? say to him, By the strength of his hand the Lord took us out
of Egypt, out of the prison-house: 15Andwhen Pharaohmade his heart hard andwould
not let us go, theLord sentdeathonall thefirst sons inEgypt, ofmanandofbeast: and so
every firstmalewho comes to birth is offered to the Lord; but for all the first ofmy sons
I give a price. 16And this will be for a sign on your hand and for a mark on your brow:
for by the strength of his hand the Lord took us out of Egypt. 17Now after Pharaoh had
let the people go, God did not take them through the land of the Philistines, though that
was near: for God said, If the people see war, they may have a change of heart and go
back to Egypt. 18But God took the people round by thewaste land near the Red Sea: and
the children of Israel went up in fighting order out of the land of Egypt. 19And Moses
took the bones of Joseph with him, for Joseph had made the children of Israel take an
oath, saying, God will certainly keep you in mind; and you are to take my bones away
with you. 20 Then they went on their journey from Succoth, and put up their tents in
Ethamat the edge of thewaste land. 21And the Lordwent before themby day in a pillar
of cloud, guiding them on their way; and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light: so
that theywere able to go on day and night: 22The pillar of cloudwent ever before them
by day, and the pillar of fire by night.

14
1And the Lord said toMoses, 2Give orders to the children of Israel to go back and put

up their tents before Pi-hahiroth, betweenMigdol and the sea, in front of Baal-zephon,
opposite to which you are to put up your tents by the sea. 3 And Pharaoh will say of
the children of Israel, They are wandering without direction, they are shut in by the
waste land. 4 And I will make Pharaoh's heart hard, and he will come after them and
I will be honoured over Pharaoh and all his army, so that the Egyptians may see that I
am the Lord. And they did so. 5And word came to Pharaoh of the flight of the people:
and the feeling of Pharaoh and of his servants about the people was changed, and they
said, Why have we let Israel go, so that they will do no more work for us? 6 So he had
his war-carriage made ready and took his people with him: 7And he took six hundred
carriages, all the carriages of Egypt, and captains over all of them. 8And the Lordmade
the heart of Pharaoh hard, and he went after the children of Israel: for the children
of Israel had gone out without fear. 9But the Egyptians went after them, all the horses
and carriages of Pharaoh, and his horsemen, and his army, and overtook them in their
tents by the sea, by Pihahiroth, before Baal-zephon. 10And when Pharaoh came near,
the children of Israel, lifting up their eyes, saw the Egyptians coming after them, and
were full of fear; and their cry went up to God. 11And they said to Moses, Was there no
resting-place for the dead in Egypt, that you have taken us away to come to our death in
the waste land? why have you taken us out of Egypt? 12Did we not say to you in Egypt,
Let us be as we are, working for the Egyptians? for it is better to be the servants of the
Egyptians than to come to our death in the waste land. 13 But Moses said, Keep where
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you are and have no fear; now you will see the salvation of the Lord which he will give
you today; for the Egyptians whom you see today you will never see again. 14The Lord
will make war for you, you have only to keep quiet. 15And the Lord said toMoses, Why
are you crying out to me? give the children of Israel the order to go forward. 16 And
let your rod be lifted up and your hand stretched out over the sea, and it will be parted
in two; and the children of Israel will go through on dry land. 17 And I will make the
heart of the Egyptians hard, and theywill go in after them: and I will be honoured over
Pharaoh and over his army, his war-carriages, and his horsemen. 18And the Egyptians
will see that I am the Lord, when I get honour over Pharaoh and his war-carriages and
his horsemen. 19 Then the angel of God, who had been before the tents of Israel, took
his place at their back; and the pillar of cloud,moving frombefore them, came to rest at
their back: 20And it came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel; and there
was a dark cloud between them, and they went on through the night; but the one army
came no nearer to the other all the night. 21And when Moses' hand was stretched out
over the sea, the Lord with a strong east wind made the sea go back all night, and the
waters were parted in two and the sea became dry land. 22And the children of Israel
went through the sea on dry land: and thewaterswere awall on their right side and on
their left. 23Then the Egyptianswent after them into themiddle of the sea, all Pharaoh's
horses and hiswar-carriages and his horsemen. 24And in themorningwatch, the Lord,
looking out on the armies of the Egyptians from the pillar of fire and cloud, sent trouble
on the armyof the Egyptians; 25Andmade thewheels of theirwar-carriages stiff, so that
they had hard work driving them: so the Egyptians said, Let us go in flight from before
the face of Israel, for the Lord is fighting for themagainst the Egyptians. 26And the Lord
said to Moses, Let your hand be stretched out over the sea, and the waters will come
back again on the Egyptians, and on their war-carriages and on their horsemen. 27And
when Moses' hand was stretched out over the sea, at dawn the sea came flowing back,
meeting the Egyptians in their flight, and the Lord sent destruction on the Egyptians in
themiddle of the sea. 28And the waters came back, covering the war-carriages and the
horsemen and all the army of Pharaoh which went after them into the middle of the
sea; not one of them was to be seen. 29But the children of Israel went through the sea
walking on dry land, and the waters were a wall on their right side and on their left.
30So that day the Lord gave Israel salvation from the hands of the Egyptians; and Israel
saw the Egyptians dead on the sea's edge. 31And Israel saw the great work which the
Lord had done against the Egyptians, and the fear of the Lord came on the people and
they had faith in the Lord and in his servant Moses.

15
1 Then Moses and the children of Israel made this song to the Lord, and said, I will

make a song to the Lord, for he is lifted up in glory: the horse and the horseman he has
sent down into the sea. 2The Lord is my strength andmy strong helper, he has become
mysalvation: he ismyGodand Iwill givehimpraise;my father'sGodand Iwill givehim
glory. 3 The Lord is a man of war: the Lord is his name. 4 Pharaoh's war-carriages and
his armyhe has sent down into the sea: the best of his captains have gone down into the
Red Sea. 5 They were covered by the deep waters: like a stone they went down under
the waves. 6 Full of glory, O Lord, is the power of your right hand; by your right hand
thosewhocameagainst youarebroken. 7Whenyouare liftedup inpower, all thosewho
come against you are crushed: when you send out your wrath, they are burned up like
dry grass. 8 By your breath the waves were massed together, the flowing waters were
lifted up like a pillar; the deep waters became solid in the heart of the sea. 9Egypt said,
I will go after them, I will overtake, I will make division of their goods: my desire will
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have its waywith them;my swordwill be uncovered,my handwill send destruction on
them. 10You sent yourwind and the sea came over them: theywent down like lead into
the great waters. 11Who is like you, O Lord, among the gods? who is like you, in holy
glory, to be praised with fear, doing wonders? 12When your right hand was stretched
out, the mouth of the earth was open for them. 13 In your mercy you went before the
people whom you have made yours; guiding them in your strength to your holy place.
14Hearing of you the peoples were shaking in fear: the people of Philistia were gripped
with pain. 15The chiefs of Edomwere troubled in heart; the strong men of Moab were
in the grip of fear: all the people of Canaan became like water. 16 Fear and grief came
on them; by the strength of your arm they were turned to stone; till your people went
over, O Lord, till the people went over whom you have made yours. 17 You will take
them in, planting them in the mountain of your heritage, the place, O Lord, where you
have made your house, the holy place, O Lord, the building of your hands. 18The Lord
is King for ever and ever. 19 For the horses of Pharaoh, with his war-carriages and his
horsemen, went into the sea, and the Lord sent the waters of the sea back over them;
but the children of Israel went through the sea on dry land. 20AndMiriam, the woman
prophet, the sisterofAaron, tookan instrumentofmusic inherhand; andall thewomen
went after her with music and dances. 21AndMiriam, answering, said, Make a song to
the Lord, for he is lifted up in glory; the horse and the horsemanhehas sent into the sea.
22 Then Moses took Israel forward from the Red Sea, and they went out into the waste
land of Shur; and for three days they were in the waste landwhere there was nowater.
23 And when they came to Marah, the water was no good for drinking, for the waters
of Marah were bitter, which is why it was named Marah. 24And the people, crying out
against Moses, said, What are we to have for drink? 25And in answer to his prayer, the
Lordmade him see a tree, andwhen he put it into thewater, thewaterwasmade sweet.
There he gave them a law and an order, testing them; 26 And he said, If with all your
heart you will give attention to the voice of the Lord your God, and do what is right in
his eyes, giving ear to his orders and keeping his laws, I will not put on you any of the
diseaseswhich I put on theEgyptians: for I am theLordyour life-giver. 27And they came
to Elim where there were twelve water-springs and seventy palm-trees: and they put
up their tents there by the waters.

16
1And they went on their way from Elim, and all the children of Israel came into the

waste land of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second
month after they went out of the land of Egypt. 2 And all the children of Israel were
crying out against Moses and Aaron in the waste land: 3And the children of Israel said
to them, It would have been better for the Lord to have put us to death in the land of
Egypt, wherewewere seated by the flesh-pots and had bread enough for our needs; for
you have taken us out to this waste of sand, to put all this people to death through need
of food. 4Then the Lord said toMoses, See, I will send downbread fromheaven for you;
and thepeoplewill goout everydayandget enough for theday's needs; so that Imayput
them to the test to see if theywill keepmy laws or not. 5And on the sixth day they are to
make ready what they get in, and it will be twice as much as they get on the other days.
6And Moses and Aaron said to all the children of Israel, This evening it will be clear to
you that it is the Lord who has taken you out of the land of Egypt: 7And in themorning
you will see the glory of the Lord; for your angry words against the Lord have come to
his ears: andwhat arewe that you are crying out against us? 8AndMoses said, TheLord
will give youmeat for your food at evening, and in the morning bread in full measure;
for your outcry against the Lord has come to his ears: for what are we? your outcry
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is not against us but against the Lord. 9And Moses said to Aaron, Say to all the people
of Israel, Come near before the Lord for he has given ear to your outcry. 10And while
Aaronwas talking to the children of Israel, their eyeswere turned in the direction of the
waste land, and they saw the glory of the Lord shining in the cloud. 11And the Lord said
to Moses, 12 The outcry of the children of Israel has come to my ears: say to them now,
At nightfall youwill havemeat for your food, and in themorning bread in fullmeasure;
and you will see that I am the Lord your God. 13And it came about that in the evening
little birds cameupand the placewas coveredwith them: and in themorning therewas
dew all round about the tents. 14And when the dew was gone, on the face of the earth
was a small round thing, like small drops of ice on the earth. 15Andwhen the childrenof
Israel saw it, they said to one another, What is it? for they had no idea what it was. And
Moses said to them, It is the bread which the Lord has given you for your food. 16 This
is what the Lord has said, Let every man take up as much as he has need of; at the rate
of one omer for every person, let every man take as much as is needed for his family.
17 And the children of Israel did so, and some took more and some less. 18 And when
it was measured, he who had taken up much had nothing over, and he who had little
had enough; every man had taken what he was able to make use of. 19And Moses said
to them, Let nothing be kept till the morning. 20 But they gave no attention to Moses,
and some of them kept it till the morning and there were worms in it and it had an evil
smell: and Moses was angry with them. 21 And they took it up morning by morning,
every man as he had need: and when the sun was high it was gone. 22And on the sixth
day they took up twice as much of the bread, two omers for every person: and all the
rulers of the people gave Moses word of it. 23 And he said, This is what the Lord has
said, Tomorrow is a day of rest, a holy Sabbath to the Lord: what has to be cooked may
be cooked; andwhat is over, put on one side to be kept till themorning. 24And they kept
it till the morning as Moses had said: and no smell came from it, and it had no worms.
25AndMoses said, Make your meal today of what you have, for this day is a Sabbath to
the Lord: today youwill not get any in the fields. 26For six days youwill get it, but on the
seventhday, the Sabbath, therewill not beany. 27But still on the seventhday someof the
peoplewent out to get it, and therewas not any. 28And the Lord said toMoses, How long
will you go against my orders and my laws? 29 See, because the Lord has given you the
Sabbath, he gives you on the sixth day bread enough for two days; let every man keep
where he is; let noman go out of his place on the seventh day. 30So the people took their
rest on the seventh day. 31 And this bread was named manna by Israel: it was white,
like a grain seed, and its taste was like cakes made with honey. 32And Moses said, This
is the orderwhich the Lord has given: Let one omer of it be kept for future generations,
so that theymay see the breadwhich I gave you for your food in thewaste land, when I
took you out from the land of Egypt. 33AndMoses said to Aaron, Take a pot and put one
omer of manna in it, and put it away before the Lord, to be kept for future generations.
34 So Aaron put it away in front of the holy chest to be kept, as the Lord gave orders to
Moses. 35And the children of Israel had manna for their food for forty years, till they
came to a landwith people in it, till they came to the edge of the land of Canaan. 36Now
an omer is the tenth part of an ephah.

17
1And the children of Israel went on from the waste land of Sin, by stages as the Lord

gave them orders, and put up their tents in Rephidim: and there was no drinking-
water for the people. 2 So the people were angry with Moses, and said, Give us water
for drinking. And Moses said, Why are you angry with me? and why do you put God
to the test? 3 And the people were in great need of water; and they made an outcry
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against Moses, and said, Why have you taken us out of Egypt to send death on us and
our children and our cattle through need of water? 4AndMoses, crying out to the Lord,
said,What am I to do to this people? they are almost ready toputme todeathby stoning.
5 And the Lord said to Moses, Go on before the people, and take some of the chiefs of
Israel with you, and take in your hand the rod which was stretched out over the Nile,
and go. 6 See, I will take my place before you on the rock in Horeb; and when you give
the rock a blow,waterwill comeout of it, and the peoplewill have drink. AndMoses did
so before the eyes of the chiefs of Israel. 7And he gave that place the nameMassah and
Meribah, because the children of Israel were angry, and because they put the Lord to
the test, saying, Is the Lordwith us or not? 8ThenAmalek came andmadewar on Israel
in Rephidim. 9AndMoses said to Joshua, Get together a band of men for us and go out,
make war on Amalek: tomorrow I will take my place on the top of the hill with the rod
of God inmy hand. 10So Joshua did asMoses said to him, andwent towarwith Amalek:
andMoses, Aaron, andHurwent up to the top of the hill. 11NowwhileMoses' handwas
lifted up, Israel was the stronger: but when he let his hand go down, Amalek became
the stronger. 12 But Moses' hands became tired; so they put a stone under him and he
took his seat on it, Aaron andHur supporting his hands, one on one side and one on the
other; so his hands were kept up without falling till the sun went down. 13And Joshua
overcameAmalek and his peoplewith the sword. 14And the Lord said toMoses, Make a
record of this in a book, so that it may be kept inmemory, and say it again in the ears of
Joshua: that allmemory of Amalek is to be completely uprooted from the earth. 15Then
Moses put up an altar and gave it the name of Yahweh-nissi: 16For he said, The Lord has
taken his oath that there will be war with Amalek from generation to generation.

18
1Now news came to Jethro, the priest of Midian, Moses' father-in-law, of all God had

done forMoses and for Israel his people, andhow theLordhad taken Israel out of Egypt.
2 And Jethro, Moses' father-in-law, took Zipporah, Moses' wife, after he had sent her
away, 3And her two sons, one of whom was named Gershom, for he said, I have been
living in a strange land: 4And the name of the other was Eliezer, for he said, The God
of my father was my help, and kept me safe from the sword of Pharaoh: 5And Jethro,
Moses' father-in-law, came with his sons and his wife to where Moses had put up his
tent in thewaste land, by themountain of God. 6And he said toMoses, I, your father-in-
law, have come to you, with your wife and your two sons. 7And Moses went out to his
father-in-law, andwent down on his face before him and gave him a kiss; and they said
to one another, Are you well? and they came into the tent. 8AndMoses gave his father-
in-law an account of all the Lord had done to Pharaoh and to the Egyptians because of
Israel, andof all the troubleswhichhad comeon themby theway, andhow theLordhad
given them salvation. 9And Jethro was glad because the Lord had been good to Israel,
freeing them from the power of the Egyptians. 10And Jethro said, Praise be to the Lord,
who has taken you out of the hand of Pharaoh and out of the hand of the Egyptians;
freeing the people from the yoke of the Egyptians. 11Now I am certain that the Lord is
greater than all gods, for he has overcome them in their pride. 12 Then Jethro, Moses'
father-in-law,made a burned offering toGod: andAaron came,with the chiefs of Israel,
and had a meal with Moses' father-in-law, before God. 13Now on the day after, Moses
took his seat to give decisions for the people: and the peoplewerewaiting beforeMoses
from morning till evening. 14And when Moses' father-in-law saw all he was doing, he
said, What is this you are doing for the people? why are you seated here by yourself,
with all the people waiting before you frommorning till evening? 15AndMoses said to
his father-in-law, Because the people come to me to get directions from God: 16And if
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they have any question between themselves, they come tome, and I am judge between
a man and his neighbour, and I give them the orders and laws of God. 17 And Moses'
father-in-law said to him, What you are doing is not good. 18 Your strength and that of
the people will be completely used up: this work is more than you are able to do by
yourself. 19 Give ear now to my suggestion, and may God be with you: you are to be
the people's representative before God, taking their causes to him: 20Teaching themhis
rules and his laws, guiding them in the way they have to go, and making clear to them
thework they have to do. 21But for the rest, take fromamong the people ablemen, such
as have the fear of God, true men hating profits wrongly made; and put suchmen over
them, to be captains of thousands, captains of hundreds and of fifties and of tens; 22And
let thembe judges in the causes of the people at all times: and let themput before youall
important questions, but in small things let themgive decisions themselves: in thisway,
it will be less hard for you, and they will take the weight off you. 23 If you do this, and
God gives approval, then youwill be able to go onwithoutweariness, and all this people
will go to their tents inpeace. 24SoMoses tooknote of thewords of his father-in-law, and
did as hehad said. 25Andhemade selection of ablemenout of all Israel, andmade them
heads over the people, captains of thousands, captains of hundreds and of fifties and of
tens. 26And theywere judges in the causes of the people at all times: the hard questions
they put beforeMoses; but on every small point they gave decisions themselves. 27And
Moses let his father-in-law go away, and he went back to his land.

19
1 In the thirdmonth after the children of Israel went out fromEgypt, on the same day,

they came into thewaste land of Sinai. 2Andwhen they had gone away fromRephidim
and had come into the waste land of Sinai, they put up their tents in the waste land
before the mountain: there Israel put up its tents. 3AndMoses went up to God, and the
voice of the Lord came to him from the mountain, saying, Say to the family of Jacob,
and giveword to the children of Israel: 4You have seenwhat I did to the Egyptians, and
how I took you, as on eagles' wings, guiding you to myself. 5 If now you will truly give
ear to my voice and keep my agreement, you will be my special property out of all the
peoples: for all the earth is mine: 6And you will be a kingdom of priests to me, and a
holy nation. These are the words which you are to say to the children of Israel. 7And
Moses came and sent for the chiefs of the people and put before them all these words
which the Lord had given him orders to say. 8And all the people, answering together,
said,Whatever the Lord has saidwewill do. AndMoses took back to the Lord thewords
of the people. 9And the Lord said to Moses, See, I will come to you in a thick cloud, so
that what I say to you may come to the ears of the people and they may have belief in
you for ever. And Moses gave the Lord word of what the people had said. 10 And the
Lord said to Moses, Go to the people and make them holy today and tomorrow, and let
their clothing be washed. 11 And by the third day let them be ready: for on the third
day the Lord will come down on Mount Sinai, before the eyes of all the people. 12And
let limits bemarked out for the people round themountain, and say to them, Take care
not to go up themountain or near the sides of it: whoever puts his foot on themountain
will certainly come to his death: 13He is not to be touched by a hand, but is to be stoned
or have an arrow put through him; man or beast, he is to be put to death: at the long
sounding of a horn theymay come up to themountain. 14ThenMoses went down from
the mountain to the people, andmade the people holy; and their clothing was washed.
15 And he said to the people, Be ready by the third day: do not come near a woman.
16 And when morning came on the third day, there were thunders and flames and a
thick cloud on the mountain, and a horn sounding very loud; and all the people in the
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tents were shakingwith fear. 17AndMosesmade the people come out of their tents and
take their places before God; and they came to the foot of the mountain, 18And all the
mountainof Sinaiwas smoking, for theLordhad comedownon it infire: and the smoke
of itwentup like the smokeof a great burning; andall themountainwas shaking. 19And
when the sound of the horn became louder and louder, Moses' words were answered
by the voice of God. 20 Then the Lord came down on to Mount Sinai, to the top of the
mountain, and theLord sent forMoses to comeup to the topof themountain, andMoses
wentup. 21AndtheLordsaid toMoses, Godownandgive thepeopleorders tokeepback,
for fear that a great number of them, forcing their way through to see the Lord, may
come to destruction. 22And let the priests who come near to the Lordmake themselves
holy, for fear that the Lordmay come on them suddenly. 23AndMoses said to the Lord,
Thepeoplewill not be able to comeup themountain, for you gaveus orders to put limits
round themountain, marking it out andmaking it holy. 24And the Lord said to him, Go
down, andyouandAaronmaycomeup; but letnot thepriests and thepeoplemake their
way through to the Lord, or he will come on them suddenly. 25 So Moses went down to
the people and said this to them.

20
1And God said all these words: 2 I am the Lord your Godwho took you out of the land

of Egypt, out of the prison-house. 3You are to haveno other gods butme. 4You are not to
make an image or picture of anything in heaven or on the earth or in the waters under
the earth: 5Youmay not go down on your faces before them or give themworship: for
I, the Lord your God, am a God whowill not give his honour to another; and I will send
punishment on the children for thewrongdoing of their fathers, to the third and fourth
generation of my haters; 6 And I will have mercy through a thousand generations on
those who have love forme and keepmy laws. 7You are not tomake use of the name of
the Lord your God for an evil purpose; whoever takes the Lord's name on his lips for an
evil purpose will be judged a sinner by the Lord 8Keep in memory the Sabbath and let
it be a holy day. 9On six days do all yourwork: 10But the seventh day is a Sabbath to the
LordyourGod; on thatdayyouare todonowork, youoryour sonoryourdaughter, your
man-servant or your woman-servant, your cattle or the man from a strange country
who is living among you: 11 For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, and the
sea, and everything in them, and he took his rest on the seventh day: for this reason
the Lord has given his blessing to the seventh day and made it holy. 12Give honour to
your father and to yourmother, so that your lifemay be long in the landwhich the Lord
yourGod is giving you. 13Donot put anyone to deathwithout cause. 14Donot be false to
themarried relation. 15Do not take the property of another. 16Do not give false witness
against your neighbour. 17 Let not your desire be turned to your neighbour's house,
or his wife or his man-servant or his woman-servant or his ox or his ass or anything
which is his. 18And all the people were watching the thunderings and the flames and
the sound of the horn and the mountain smoking; and when they saw it, they kept far
off, shaking with fear. 19 And they said to Moses, To your words we will give ear, but
let not the voice of God come to our ears, for fear death may come on us. 20And Moses
said to the people, Have no fear: for God has come to put you to the test, so that fearing
him you may be kept from sin. 21 And the people kept their places far off, but Moses
went near to the dark cloud where God was. 22And the Lord said to Moses, Say to the
children of Israel, You yourselves have seen thatmy voice has come to you fromheaven
23Gods of silver and gods of gold you are not to make for yourselves. 24Make forme an
altar of earth, offering on it your burned offerings and your peace-offerings, your sheep
and your oxen: in every place where I have put thememory ofmy name, I will come to
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you and give youmy blessing. 25And if youmakeme an altar of stone do not make it of
cut stones: for the touch of an instrument will make it unclean. 26And do not go up by
steps to my altar, for fear that your bodies may be seen uncovered.

21
1 Now these are the laws which you are to put before them. 2 If you get a Hebrew

servant for money, he is to be your servant for six years, and in the seventh year you
are to let him go free without payment. 3 If he comes to you by himself, let him go away
by himself: if he is married, let his wife go away with him. 4 If his master gives him a
wife, andhegets sonsordaughters byher, thewife andher childrenwill be theproperty
of the master, and the servant is to go away by himself. 5But if the servant says clearly,
Mymaster andmywife and children are dear to me; I have no desire to be free: 6Then
hismaster is to take him to the gods of the house, and at the door, or at its framework, he
is to make a hole in his ear with a sharp-pointed instrument; and he will be his servant
for ever. 7 And if a man gives his daughter for a price to be a servant, she is not to go
away free as the men-servants do. 8 If she is not pleasing to her master who has taken
her for himself, let a payment be made for her so that she may go free; her master has
no power to get a price for her and send her to a strange land, because he has been false
to her. 9 And if he gives her to his son, he is to do everything for her as if she was his
daughter. 10 And if he takes another woman, her food and clothing and her married
rights are not to be less. 11And if he does not do these three things for her, she has the
right to go free without payment. 12He who gives a man a death-blow is himself to be
put to death. 13 But if he had no evil purpose against him, and God gave him into his
hand, Iwill give you a place towhich hemay go in flight. 14But if amanmakes an attack
onhis neighbour on purpose, to put him to death by deceit, you are to take him frommy
altar and put him to death. 15Any man who gives a blow to his father or his mother is
certainly to be put to death. 16Anymanwho gets another into his power in order to get
a price for him is to be put to death, if you take him in the act. 17Any man cursing his
father or his mother is to be put to death. 18 If, in a fight, one man gives another a blow
with a stone, or with the shut hand, not causing his death, but making him keep in bed;
19 If he is able to get up again and go about with a stick, the other will be let off; only he
will have to givehimpayment for the loss of his time, and see that he is cared for till he is
well. 20 If aman gives hisman-servant or his woman-servant blowswith a rod, causing
death, he is certainly to undergo punishment. 21 But, at the same time, if the servant
goes on living for a day or two, themaster is not to get punishment, for the servant is his
property. 22 If men, while fighting, do damage to a woman with child, causing the loss
of the child, but no other evil comes to her, the man will have to make payment up to
the amount fixed by her husband, in agreementwith the decision of the judges. 23But if
damage comes to her, let life be given in payment for life, 24Eye for eye, tooth for tooth,
hand for hand, foot for foot, 25Burning for burning, wound for wound, blow for blow.
26 If a man gives his man-servant or his woman-servant a blow in the eye, causing its
destruction, he is to let him go free on account of the damage to his eye. 27Or if the loss
of a tooth is caused by his blow, hewill let him go free on account of his tooth. 28 If an ox
comes to be the cause of death to aman or awoman, the ox is to be stoned, and its flesh
may not be used for food; but the owner will not be judged responsible. 29But if the ox
has frequently done such damage in the past, and the owner has hadword of it and has
not kept it under control, so that it has been the cause of the death of a man or woman,
not only is the ox to be stoned, but its owner is to be put to death. 30 If a price is put on
his life, let himmake payment of whatever price is fixed. 31 If the death of a son or of a
daughter has been caused, the punishment is to be in agreement with this rule. 32 If the
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death of a man-servant or of a woman-servant is caused by the ox, the owner is to give
theirmaster thirty shekels of silver, and theox is to be stoned. 33 If amanmakes ahole in
the earthwithout covering it up, and an ox or an ass dropping into it comes to its death;
34 The owner of the hole is responsible; he will have to make payment to their owner,
but the dead beast will be his. 35And if oneman's ox does damage to another man's ox,
causing its death, then the living ox is to be exchanged formoney, and divisionmade of
the price of it, and of the price of the dead one. 36 But if it is common knowledge that
the ox has frequently done such damage in the past, and its owner has not kept it under
control, he will have to give ox for ox; and the dead beast will be his.

22
1 If aman takeswithout right anotherman's oxorhis sheep, andputs it todeathor gets

a price for it, he is to give five oxen for an ox, or four sheep for a sheep, in payment: the
thief will have to make payment for what he has taken; if he has no money, he himself
will have to be exchanged formoney, so that paymentmay bemade. 2 If a thief is taken
in the act of forcing hisway into a house, andhis death is caused by a blow, the owner of
the house is not responsible for his blood. 3But if it is after dawn, hewill be responsible.
4 If he still has what he had taken, whatever it is, ox or ass or sheep, he is to give twice
its value. 5 If a manmakes a fire in a field or a vine-garden, and lets the fire do damage
to another man's field, he is to give of the best produce of his field or his vine-garden to
make up for it. 6 If there is a fire and the flames get to the thorns at the edge of the field,
causing destruction of the cut grain or of the living grain, or of the field, he who made
the firewill have tomake up for the damage. 7 If aman putsmoney or goods in the care
of his neighbour to keep for him, and it is taken from the man's house, if they get the
thief, he will have to make payment of twice the value. 8 If they do not get the thief, let
themaster of the house come before the judges and take an oath that he has not put his
hand on his neighbour's goods. 9 In any question about an ox or an ass or a sheep or
clothing, or about the loss of any propertywhich anyone says is his, let the two sides put
their cause before God; and he who is judged to be in the wrong is to make payment to
his neighbour of twice the value. 10 If aman puts an ass or an ox or a sheep or any beast
into the keeping of his neighbour, and it comes to death or is damaged or is taken away,
without any person seeing it: 11 If he takes his oath before the Lord that he has not put
his hand to his neighbour's goods, the owner is to take his word for it and he will not
have to make payment for it. 12 But if it is taken from him by a thief, he is to make up
for the loss of it to its owner. 13But if it has been damaged by a beast, and he is able to
make this clear, he will not have to make payment for what was damaged. 14 If a man
gets from his neighbour the use of one of his beasts, and it is damaged or put to death
when the owner is not with it, he will certainly have to make payment for the loss. 15 If
the owner is with it, he will not have to make payment: if he gave money for the use of
it, the loss is covered by the payment. 16 If a man takes a virgin, who has not given her
word to another man, and has connection with her, he will have to give a bride-price
for her to be his wife. 17 If her father will not give her to him on any account, he will
have to give the regular payment for virgins. 18Anywoman using unnatural powers or
secret arts is to be put to death. 19Anymanwho has sex connectionwith a beast is to be
put to death. 20Complete destructionwill come on anymanwhomakes offerings to any
other god but the Lord. 21Do no wrong to a man from a strange country, and do not be
hard on him; for you yourselves were living in a strange country, in the land of Egypt.
22Do nowrong to awidow, or to a child whose father is dead. 23 If you are cruel to them
in any way, and their cry comes up to me, I will certainly give ear; 24 And in the heat
of my wrath I will put you to death with the sword, so that your wives will be widows
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and your children without fathers. 25 If you let any of the poor among my people have
the use of your money, do not be a hard creditor to him, and do not take interest. 26 If
ever you take your neighbour's clothing in exchange for the use of yourmoney, let him
have it back before the sun goes down: 27For it is the only thing he has for covering his
skin; what is he to go to sleep in? and when his cry comes up to me, I will give ear, for
my mercy is great. 28 You may not say evil of the judges, or put a curse on the ruler of
your people. 29Do not keep back your offerings from thewealth of your grain and your
vines. The first of your sons you are to give to me. 30 In the same way with your oxen
and your sheep: for seven days let the young one be with its mother; on the eighth day
give it to me. 31 You are to be holy men to me: the flesh of no animal whose death has
been caused by the beasts of the field may be used for your food; it is to be given to the
dogs.

23
1Do not let a false statement go further; do notmake an agreement with evil-doers to

be a false witness. 2Do not be moved to do wrong by the general opinion, or give the
support of your words to a wrong decision: 3But, on the other hand, do not be turned
from what is right in order to give support to a poor man's cause. 4 If you come across
the ox or the ass of one who is no friend to you wandering from its way, you are to take
it back to him. 5 If you see the ass of onewho has no love for you bent down to the earth
under theweightwhich is put on it, you are to come to its help, even against your desire.
6 Let no wrong decisions be given in the poor man's cause. 7Keep yourselves far from
any false business; never let the upright or himwhohas done nowrong be put to death:
for I will make the evil-doer responsible for his sin. 8 Take no rewards in a cause: for
rewards make blind those who have eyes to see, and make the decisions of the upright
false. 9 Do not be hard on the man from a strange country who is living among you;
for you have had experience of the feelings of one who is far from the land of his birth,
because you yourselves were living in Egypt, in a strange land. 10For six years put seed
into your fields and get in the increase; 11But in the seventh year let the land have a rest
and be unplanted; so that the poormay have food from it: and let the beasts of the field
take the rest. Do the same with your vine-gardens and your olive-trees. 12 For six days
do your work, and on the seventh day keep the Sabbath; so that your ox and your ass
may have rest, together with the son of your servant and the man from a strange land
living among you. 13 Take note of all these things which I have said to you, and let not
the names of other gods come into your minds or from your lips. 14 Three times in the
year you are to keep a feast to me. 15You are to keep the feast of unleavened bread; for
seven days let your bread bewithout leaven, as I gave you orders, at the regular time in
themonthAbib (for in it you came out of Egypt); and let no one comebeforemewithout
an offering: 16And the feast of the grain-cutting, the first-fruits of your planted fields:
and the feast at the start of the year, when you have got in all the fruit from your fields.
17 Three times in the year let all your males come before the Lord God. 18Do not give
the blood of my offering with leavened bread; and do not let the fat of my feast be kept
all night till the morning. 19The best of the first-fruits of your land are to be taken into
the house of the Lord your God. The young goat is not to be cooked in its mother's milk.
20 See, I am sending an angel before you, to keep you on your way and to be your guide
into the place which I have made ready for you. 21Give attention to him and give ear
to his voice; do not go against him; for your wrongdoing will not be overlooked by him,
because my name is in him. 22 But if you truly give ear to his voice, and do whatever
I say, then I will be against those who are against you, fighting those who are fighting
you. 23Andmyangelwill gobefore you, guidingyou into the landof theAmorite and the
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Hittite and the Perizzite and the Canaanite and theHivite and the Jebusite, and theywill
be cut off by my hand. 24Do not go down on your faces and give worship to their gods,
or do as they do; but overcome them completely, and let their pillars be broken down.
25And giveworship to the Lord your God, whowill send his blessing on your bread and
on yourwater; and Iwill take all disease away fromamong you. 26All your animalswill
give birth without loss, not one will be without young in all your land; I will give you
a full measure of life. 27 I will send my fear before you, putting to flight all the people
to whom you come; all those who are against you will go in flight, turning their backs
before you. 28 I will send hornets before you, driving out the Hivite and the Canaanite
and the Hittite before your face. 29 I will not send them all out in one year, for fear that
their landmaybecomewaste, and the beasts of thefield be increased overmuchagainst
you. 30Little by little I will send them away before you, till your numbers are increased
and you take up your heritage in the land. 31 I will let the limits of your land be from the
Red Sea to the sea of the Philistines, and from thewaste land to the river Euphrates: for
I will give the people of those lands into your power; and youwill send them out before
you. 32Make no agreement with them or with their gods. 33 Let them not go on living
in your land, or they will make you do evil against me: for if you give worship to their
gods, it will certainly be a cause of sin to you.

24
1And he said to Moses, Come up to the Lord, you and Aaron, and Nadab and Abihu

and seventy of the chiefs of Israel; and give me worship from a distance. 2And Moses
onlymay comenear to theLord; but the others arenot to comenear, and thepeoplemay
not come up with them. 3Then Moses came and put before the people all the words of
the Lord and his laws: and all the people, answeringwith one voice, said,Whatever the
Lord has said we will do. 4 Then Moses put down in writing all the words of the Lord,
and he got up early in the morning andmade an altar at the foot of the mountain, with
twelve pillars for the twelve tribes of Israel. 5 And he sent some of the young men of
the children of Israel tomake burned offerings and peace-offerings of oxen to the Lord.
6AndMoses took half the blood and put it in basins; draining out half of the blood over
thealtar. 7Andhe took thebookof theagreement, reading it in thehearingof thepeople:
and they said, Everythingwhich the Lord has saidwewill do, andwewill keep his laws.
8 Then Moses took the blood and let it come on the people, and said, This blood is the
sign of the agreement which the Lord has made with you in these words. 9ThenMoses
and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the chiefs of Israel went up: 10And they
saw the God of Israel; and under his feet there was, as it seemed, a jewelled floor, clear
as the heavens. 11And he put not his hand on the chiefs of the children of Israel: they
saw God, and took food and drink. 12And the Lord said toMoses, Come up tome on the
mountain, and take your place there: and I will give you the stones onwhich I have put
in writing the law and the orders, so that you may give the people knowledge of them.
13 Then Moses and Joshua his servant got up; and Moses went up into the mountain of
God. 14And he said to the chiefs, Keep your places here till we come back to you: Aaron
and Hur are with you; if anyone has any cause let him go to them. 15And Moses went
up into themountain, and it was covered by the cloud. 16And the glory of the Lord was
resting on Mount Sinai, and the cloud was over it for six days; and on the seventh day
he said Moses' name out of the cloud. 17And the glory of the Lord was like a flame on
the top of the mountain before the eyes of the children of Israel. 18AndMoses went up
themountain, into the cloud, and was there for forty days and forty nights.
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25
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Say to the children of Israel that they are to make me

an offering; from every man who has the impulse in his heart take an offering for me.
3And this is the offering you are to take from them: gold and silver andbrass; 4Andblue
and purple and red, and the best linen, and goats' hair; 5And sheepskins coloured red,
and leather, and hard wood; 6Oil for the light, spices for the sweet-smelling oil, sweet
perfumes for burning; 7 Beryls and stones of value to be put on the ephod and on the
priest's bag. 8And let themmake me a holy place, so that I may be ever present among
them. 9Make the House and everything in it from the designs which I will give you.
10 And they are to make an ark of hard wood; two and a half cubits long, and a cubit
and a half wide and high. 11 It is to be plated inside and out with the best gold, with an
edge of gold all round it 12Andmake four rings of gold for it, to be fixed on its four feet,
two rings on one side of it and two on the other. 13 And make rods of the same wood,
plating themwith gold. 14And put the rods through the rings at the sides of the ark, for
lifting it. 15 The rods are to be kept in the rings, and never taken out. 16 Inside the ark
you are to put the record which I will give you. 17And you are to make a cover of the
best gold, two and a half cubits long and a cubit and a half wide. 18And at the two ends
of the cover you are tomake twowinged ones of hammered gold, 19One at one end and
one at the other; thewinged ones are to be part of the cover. 20And theirwings are to be
outstretched over the cover, and thewinged ones are to be opposite one another, facing
the cover. 21And put the cover over the ark, and in the ark the record which I will give
you. 22And there, between the two winged ones on the cover of the ark, I will come to
you, face to face, andmake clear to you all the orders I have to give you for the children
of Israel. 23And you are tomake a table of the samewood, two cubits long, a cubit wide
and a cubit and a half high, 24 Plated with the best gold, with a gold edge all round it;
25Andmake a frame all round it, aswide as aman's hand, with a gold edge to the frame.
26Andmake four gold rings andput themat the four angles, on the four feet of the table;
27The rings are to be fixed under the frame to take the rodswithwhich the table is to be
lifted. 28Make rods of the samewood, platedwith gold, for lifting the table. 29Andmake
the table-vessels, the spoons and the cups and the basins for liquids, all of the best gold.
30And on the table at all times you are to keep my holy bread. 31And you are to make
a support for lights, of the best gold; its base and its pillar are to be of hammered gold;
its cups, its buds, and its flowers are to be made of the same metal. 32 It is to have six
branches coming out from its sides; three branches from one side and three from the
other. 33 Every branch having three cups made like almond flowers, every cup with a
budandaflower, onall thebranches. 34Andon thepillar, four cups like almondflowers,
everyonewith itsbudand itsflower: 35Andunderevery twobranchesabud,madewith
the branch, for all the six branches of it. 36The buds and the branches are to bemade of
the same metal; all together one complete work of hammered gold. 37 Then you are to
make its seven vessels for the lights, putting them in their place so that they give light in
front of it. 38And the instruments and trays for use with it are all to be of the best gold.
39A talent of gold will be needed for it, with all these vessels. 40And see that you make
them from the design which you saw on themountain.

26
1And you are to make a House for me, with ten curtains of the best linen, blue and

purple and red, worked with designs of winged ones by a good workman. 2 Every
curtain is to be twenty-eight cubits long and four cubits wide, all of the samemeasure.
3 Five curtains are to be joined together, and the other five are to be joined together.
4 And you are to put twists of blue cord on the edge of the outside curtain of the first
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group of five, and on the edge of the outside curtain of the second group of five; 5 Fifty
twists on one curtain andfifty on the other, the twists to be opposite one another. 6Then
make fifty gold hooks, joining the curtains together by the hooks, and in this way the
House will be made. 7 And you are to make curtains of goats' hair for a tent over the
House, eleven curtains. 8Every curtain is to be thirty cubits long and four cubits wide,
all of the samemeasure. 9Five of these curtains are to be joined together, and the other
six are to be joined together, the sixth being folded over to make a hanging in front of
the tent. 10And you are to put fifty twists of cord on the edge of the outside curtain of
one group, and fifty twists on the edge of the outside curtain of the other group. 11Then
make fifty brass hooks and put the hooks into the twists, joining the tent together to
make it one. 12 And the folded part which is over of the curtains of the tent, the half-
curtain which is folded back, will be hanging down over the back of the House. 13And
the cubitwhich is over of the ten curtains at the sideswill be hanging over the two sides
of the House as a cover. 14And then you are to make a cover for the tent, of sheepskins
coloured red, and a cover of leather over that. 15And you are tomake upright boards of
hard wood for the House. 16Every board is to be ten cubits high and a cubit and a half
wide. 17 Every board is to be joined to the one nearest to it by two tongues, and so for
every board in the House. 18These are the boards needed for the house; twenty boards
for the south side, 19With forty silver bases under the twenty boards, two bases under
everyboard to take its tongues. 20And twenty boards for the second side of thehouse on
the north, 21With their forty silver bases, two under every board. 22And six boards for
the back of the House on the west, 23With two boards for the angles of the House at the
back. 24The two are to be joined together at the base and at the top to one ring, forming
the two angles. 25 So there are to be eight boards, with their sixteen silver bases, two
bases under every board. 26 And make rods of the same wood, five for the boards on
the one side, 27And five for the boards on the other side of the House, and five for the
west side of the House at the back. 28And themiddle rod is to go through the rings of all
the boards from end to end. 29And the boards are to be plated with gold, having gold
rings for the rods to go through: and the rods are to be plated with gold. 30And you are
to make the House from the design which you saw on the mountain. 31And you are to
make a veil of the best linen, blue and purple and red, worked with designs of winged
ones by a good workman: 32Hanging it by gold hooks from four pillars of wood, plated
with gold andfixed in silver bases. 33Andyouare toputup theveil under thehooks, and
put inside it the ark of the law: the veil is to be a division between the holy place and the
most holy. 34 You are to put the cover on the ark of the law, inside the most holy place.
35And outside the veil you are to put the table, and the support for the lights opposite
the table on the south side of the House; and the table is to be on the north side. 36And
you are tomake a curtain for the doorway of the Tent, of the best linenwith needlework
of blue and purple and red. 37Andmakefive pillars for the curtain, of hardwoodplated
with gold; their hooks are to be of gold and their bases of brass.

27
1Andmake an altar of hardwood, a square altar, five cubits long, five cubitswide and

three cubits high. 2 Put horns at the four angles of it, made of the same, plating it all
with brass. 3And make all its vessels, the baskets for taking away the dust of the fire,
the spades and basins and meat-hooks and fire-trays, of brass. 4And make a network
of brass, with four brass rings at its four angles. 5And put the network under the shelf
round the altar so that thenet comeshalf-wayup the altar. 6Andmake rods for the altar,
of hardwood, platedwithbrass. 7Andput the rods through the rings at the twoopposite
sides of the altar, for lifting it. 8 The altar is to be hollow, boarded in with wood; make
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it from the design which you saw on the mountain. 9 And let there be an open space
round the House, with hangings for its south side of the best linen, a hundred cubits
long. 10 Their twenty pillars and their twenty bases are to be of brass; the hooks of the
pillars and their bands are to be of silver. 11 And on the north side in the same way,
hangings a hundred cubits long, with twenty pillars of brass on bases of brass; their
hooks and their bands are to be of silver. 12And for the open space on thewest side, the
hangings are tobefifty cubitswide,with tenpillars and tenbases; 13Andon theeast side
the space is to be fifty cubits wide. 14On the one side of the doorway will be hangings
fifteen cubits long, with three pillars and three bases; 15And on the other side, hangings
fifteen cubits long, with three pillars and three bases. 16And across the doorway, a veil
of twenty cubits of the best linen, made of needlework of blue and purple and red, with
four pillars and four bases. 17 All the pillars round the open space are to have silver
bands, with hooks of silver and bases of brass. 18 The open space is to be a hundred
cubits long, fifty cubits wide, with sides five cubits high, curtained with the best linen,
with bases of brass. 19All the instruments for the work of the House, and all its nails,
and the nails of the open space are to be of brass. 20Give orders to the children of Israel
to give you clear olive oil for the lights, so that a light may be burning there at all times.
21Let Aaron andhis sons put this in order, evening andmorning, before the Lord, inside
the Tent of meeting, outside the veil which is before the ark; this is to be an order for
ever, from generation to generation, to be kept by the children of Israel.

28
1 Now let Aaron your brother, and his sons with him, come near from among the

children of Israel, so that they may be my priests, even Aaron, and Nadab, Abihu,
Eleazar, and Ithamar, his sons. 2Andmake holy robes for Aaron your brother, so that he
may be clothed with glory and honour. 3Give orders to all the wise-hearted workmen,
whom I havemade full of the spirit of wisdom, tomake robes for Aaron, so that hemay
bemade holy asmy priest. 4This is what they are tomake: a priest's bag, an ephod, and
a robe, and a coat of coloured needlework, a head-dress, and a linen band; they are to
make holy robes for Aaron your brother and for his sons, so that theymay do the work
of priests for me. 5 They are to take the gold and blue and purple and red and the best
linen, 6Andmake the ephod of gold and blue and purple and red and the best linen, the
work of a designer. 7 It is to have two bands stitched to it at the top of the arms, joining it
together. 8And the beautifully worked band, which goes on it, is to be of the samework
and the same material, of gold and blue and purple and red and twisted linen-work.
9 You are to take two beryl stones, on which the names of the children of Israel are to
be cut: 10 Six names on the one stone and six on the other, in the order of their birth.
11With the work of a jeweller, like the cutting of a stamp, the names of the children of
Israel are to be cut on them, and they are to befixed in twisted frames of gold. 12And the
two stones are to beplacedon the ephod, over the arm-holes, to be stones ofmemory for
the children of Israel: Aaron will have their names on his arms when he goes in before
the Lord, to keep the Lord in mind of them. 13And you are to make twisted frames of
gold; 14And two chains of the best gold, twisted like cords; and have the chains fixed on
to the frames. 15And make a priest's bag for giving decisions, designed like the ephod,
made of gold and blue and purple and red and the best linen. 16 It is to be square, folded
in two, ahand-stretch longandahand-stretchwide. 17Andon it youare toput four lines
of jewels; the first line is to be a cornelian, a chrysolite, and an emerald; 18The second, a
ruby, a sapphire, and an onyx; 19The third, a jacinth, an agate, and an amethyst; 20The
fourth, a topaz, a beryl, anda jasper; they are tobefixed in twisted framesof gold. 21The
jewels are to be twelve in number, for the names of the children of Israel; every jewel



Exodus 28:22 75 Exodus 29:11

having the name of one of the twelve tribes cut on it as on a stamp. 22And you are to
make two chains of gold, twisted like cords, to be fixed to the priest's bag. 23 And put
two gold rings on the two ends of the bag. 24Put the two gold chains on the two rings at
the ends of the bag; 25 Joining the other ends of the chains to the gold frames andputting
them on the front of the ephod, at the top of the arms. 26Thenmake two gold rings and
put them on the lower ends of the bag, at the edge of it on the inner side nearest to the
ephod. 27Andmake two more gold rings and put them on the front of the ephod at the
top of the arms, at the join, over the worked band: 28 So that the rings on the bag may
be fixed to the rings of the ephod by a blue cord and on to the band of the ephod, so that
the bag may not come loose from the ephod. 29 And so Aaron will have the names of
the children of Israel on the priest's bag over his heart whenever he goes into the holy
place, to keep thememory of them before the Lord. 30And in the bag you are to put the
Urim and Thummim, so that they may be on Aaron's heart whenever he goes in before
the Lord; and Aaronmay have the power of making decisions for the children of Israel
before the Lord at all times. 31The robe which goes with the ephod is to be made all of
blue; 32With a hole at the top, in the middle of it; the hole is to be edged with a band to
make it strong like the hole in the coat of a fighting-man, so that it may not be broken
open. 33 And round the skirts of it put fruits in blue and purple and red, with bells of
gold between; 34A gold bell and a fruit in turn all round the skirts of the robe. 35Aaron
is to put it on for his holy work; and the sound of it will be clear, when he goes into
the holy place before the Lord, and when he comes out, keeping him safe from death.
36Youare tomakeaplate of thebest gold, cuttingon it, as ona stamp, thesewords: HOLY
TO THE LORD. 37Put a blue cord on it and put it on the front of the twisted head-dress:
38 And it will be over Aaron's brow, so that Aaron will be responsible for any error in
all the holy offerings made by the children of Israel; it will be on his brow at all times,
so that their offerings may be pleasing to the Lord. 39The coat is to be made of the best
linen, worked in squares; and you are to make a head-dress of linen, and a linen band
worked in needlework. 40And for Aaron's sons you are to make coats, and bands, and
head-dresses, so that they may be clothed with glory and honour. 41 These you are to
put on Aaron, your brother, and on his sons, putting oil on them, separating them and
making them holy, to do the work of priests to me. 42And you are to make them linen
trousers, covering their bodies from the middle to the knee; 43Aaron and his sons are
to put these onwhenever they go into the Tent of meeting or come near the altar, when
they are doing thework of the holy place, so that theymay be free from any sin causing
death: this is to be an order for him and his seed after him for ever.

29
1 This is what you are to do to make them holy, to do the work of priests to me: Take

one young ox and twomale sheep, without anymark on them, 2Andunleavened bread,
and unleavened cakesmixedwith oil, and thin unleavened cakes onwhich oil has been
put, made of the best bread-meal; 3Put these in a basket and take them, with the ox and
the two sheep. 4And let Aaron and his sons come to the door of the Tent ofmeeting, and
there let thembewashedwithwater. 5Take the robes, andput the coat and thedressand
the ephod and the priest's bag on Aaron; put the band of needlework round him, 6And
let the head-dress be placed on his head and the holy crown on the head-dress. 7 Then
take the oil and put it on his head. 8And take his sons and put their robes on them; 9And
put the linen bands round Aaron and his sons, and the head-dresses on them, to make
them priests by my order for ever: so you are to make Aaron and his sons holy to me.
10Then let the ox be taken in front of the Tent ofmeeting: and let Aaron andhis sons put
their hands on its head. 11And you are to put the ox to death before the Lord at the door
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of the Tent of meeting. 12Then take some of the blood of the ox, and put it on the horns
of the altarwith your finger, draining out all the rest of the blood at the base of the altar.
13And take all the fat covering the inside of the ox, and the fat joining the liver and the
twokidneyswith the fat round them, and let thembeburnedon thealtar; 14But theflesh
of the ox and its skin and its waste parts are to be burned outside the circle of the tents,
for it is a sin-offering. 15Then take one of the sheep, and let Aaron and his sons put their
hands on its head. 16Then let it be put to death, so that the sides of the altar aremarked
with its blood. 17Then the sheep is to be cut up into its parts, and after washing its legs
and its inside parts, you are to put themwith the parts and the head, 18And let them all
be burned on the altar as a burned offering to the Lord: a sweet smell, an offeringmade
by fire to the Lord. 19Then take the other sheep; and after Aaron and his sons have put
their hands on its head, 20You are to put the sheep to death, and take some of its blood
and put it on the point of Aaron's right ear, and of the right ears of his sons, and on the
thumbs of their right hands and the great toes of their right feet, dropping the rest of the
blood on the sides of the altar. 21 Then take some of the blood on the altar, and the oil,
and put it on Aaron and his robes and on his sons and on their robes, so that he and his
robes and his sons and their robes may be made holy. 22Then take the fat of the sheep,
the fat tail, the fat covering the insides, and the fat joining the liver and the two kidneys
with the fat round them, and the right leg; for by the offering of this sheep they are to
be marked out as priests: 23And take one bit of bread and one cake of oiled bread and
one thin cake out of the basket of unleavenedbreadwhich is before the Lord: 24Andput
them all on the hands of Aaron and of his sons, to be waved for a wave offering before
the Lord. 25 Then take them from their hands, and let them be burned on the burned
offering on the altar, a sweet smell before the Lord, an offeringmade by fire to the Lord.
26Then take the breast of Aaron's sheep, waving it before the Lord; and it is to be your
part of the offering. 27 So you are to make holy the breast of the sheep which is waved
and the legwhich is lifted uponhigh, that is, of the sheepwhich is offered forAaron and
his sons; 28And it will be their part as a right for ever from the children of Israel, it is a
special offering from the children of Israel, made from their peace-offerings, a special
offering lifted up to the Lord. 29And Aaron's holy robes will be used by his sons after
him; they will put them on when they are made priests. 30 For seven days the son who
becomes priest in his place will put them on when he comes into the Tent of meeting
to do the work of the holy place. 31Then take the sheep of the wave offering and let its
flesh be cooked inwater in a holy place. 32And let Aaron and his sonsmake ameal of it,
with the bread in the basket, at the door of the Tent ofmeeting. 33All those thingswhich
were used as offerings to take away sin, and to make them holy to be priests, they may
have for food: but no one who is not a priest may have them, for they are holy food.
34And if any of the flesh of the offering or of the bread is over till the morning, let it be
burned with fire; it is not to be used for food, for it is holy. 35All these things you are to
do to Aaron and his sons as I have given you orders: for seven days thework ofmaking
thempriests is to go on. 36Every day an ox is to be offered as a sin-offering, to take away
sins: and by this offering on it, you will make the altar clean from sin; and you are to
put oil on it and make it holy. 37 For seven days you are to make offerings for the altar
and make it holy, so that it may become completely holy, and anything touching it will
become holy. 38Now this is the offering which you are to make on the altar: two lambs
in their first year, every day regularly. 39One lamb is to be offered in the morning and
the other in the evening: 40And with the one lamb, a tenth part of an ephah of the best
meal, mixed with a fourth part of a hin of clear oil; and the fourth part of a hin of wine
for a drink offering. 41And the other lamb is to be offered in the evening, andwith it the
samemeal offering and drink offering, for a sweet smell, an offeringmade by fire to the
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Lord. 42This is to be a regular burned offering made from generation to generation, at
the door of the Tent of meeting before the Lord, where I will come face to face with you
and have talk with you. 43There I will come face to face with the children of Israel, and
the Tent will be made holy by my glory 44 I will make holy the Tent of meeting and the
altar: and Aaron and his sons I will make holy, to be my priests 45Among the children
of Israel I will make my living-place, and I will be their God. 46And they will see that I
am the Lord their God, who took them out of the land of Egypt, so that I might be ever
with them: I am the Lord their God.

30
1 And you are to make an altar for the burning of perfume; of hard wood let it be

made. 2The altar is to be square, a cubit long and a cubit wide, and two cubits high, and
its horns are tobemadeof the same. 3 It is tobeplatedwith thebest gold, the topof it and
the sides and the horns, with an edging of gold all round it. 4Under the edge on the two
opposite sides, you are tomake two gold rings, to take the rods for lifting it. 5Andmake
these rods of the samewood, plating themwith gold. 6And let it be placed in front of the
veil before the ark of the law, before the cover which is over the law, where I will come
face to face with you. 7And on this altar sweet spices are to be burned by Aaron every
morning when he sees to the lights. 8And every evening, when he puts the lights up in
their places, the spices are to be burned, a sweet-smelling smoke going up before the
Lord from generation to generation for ever. 9No strange perfume, no burned offering
or meal offering, and no drink offering is to be offered on it. 10 And once every year
Aaron is tomake its horns clean: with the blood of the sin-offering he is tomake it clean
once every year from generation to generation: it is most holy to the Lord. 11And the
Lord said toMoses, 12Whenyouare taking thenumberof the childrenof Israel, let every
manwho isnumberedgive to theLordaprice forhis life, so thatnodiseasemaycomeon
themwhen they are numbered. 13And this is what they are to give; let every man who
is numbered give half a shekel, by the scale of the holy place: (the shekel being valued
at twenty gerahs:) this money is an offering to the Lord. 14Everyone who is numbered,
from twenty years old andover, is to give anoffering to the Lord. 15Themanofwealth is
to givenomoreand thepoormanno less than thehalf-shekel of silver,when theoffering
is made to the Lord as the price for your lives. 16And you are to take this money from
the children of Israel to be used for thework of the Tent ofmeeting, to keep thememory
of the children of Israel before the Lord and to be the price of your lives. 17And the Lord
said to Moses, 18 You are to make a brass washing-vessel, with a brass base; and put it
between the Tent of meeting and the altar, with water in it; 19 That it may be used by
Aaron and his sons for washing their hands and feet; 20Whenever they go into the Tent
of meeting they are to be washed with water, to keep them from death; and whenever
they come near to do the work of the altar, or to make an offering by fire to the Lord,
21 Their hands and feet are to be washed. so that they may be safe from death: this is
an order to them for ever; to him and his seed from generation to generation. 22 And
the Lord said to Moses, 23 Take the best spices, five hundred shekels' weight of liquid
myrrh, and of sweet cinnamon half asmuch, that is, two hundred and fifty shekels, and
two hundred and fifty shekels of sweet calamus, 24And of cassia, five hundred shekels'
weightmeasured by the scale of the holy place, and of olive oil a hin: 25Andmake these
into a holy oil, a perfume made by the art of the perfume-maker; it is to be a holy oil.
26 This oil is to be put on the Tent of meeting, and on the ark of the law, 27 And on the
table and all its vessels, and on the support for the lights, with its vessels, and on the
altar for burning spices, 28 And on the altar of burned offerings with its vessels, and
on the washing-vessel and its base. 29And you are to make them most holy; anything
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touching themwill become holy. 30And put the oil on Aaron and his sons, making them
holy to do the work of priests to me. 31And say to the children of Israel, This is to be the
Lord's holy oil, from generation to generation. 32 It is not to be used forman's flesh, and
no other is to be made like it: holy it is, and you are to keep it holy. 33Whoever makes
any like it, or puts it on one who is not a priest, will be cut off from his people. 34And
the Lord said to Moses, Take sweet spices, stacte and onycha and galbanum, with the
best frankincense, in equalweights; 35Andmake from themaperfume, such as ismade
by the art of the perfume-maker, mixed with salt, and clean and holy. 36And put some
of it, crushed very small, in front of the ark in the Tent of meeting, where I will come
face to face with you; it is to bemost holy. 37You are not tomake any perfume like it for
yourselves: it is to be kept holy to the Lord. 38Whoever makes any like it, for its sweet
smell, will be cut off from his people.

31
1 And the Lord said to Moses, 2 I have made selection of Bezalel, the son of Uri, by

name, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah: 3And I have given him the spirit of God and
made him wise and full of knowledge and expert in every sort of handwork, 4 To do
all sorts of delicate work in gold and silver and brass; 5 In cutting stones for framing,
and to do every form of woodwork. 6And I have made selection of Oholiab with him,
the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan; and in the hearts of all who are wise I have
put the knowledge to make whatever I have given you orders to have made; 7The Tent
of meeting, and the ark of the law, and the cover which is on it, and all the things for
the tent, 8And the table with its vessels, and the holy light-support with all its vessels,
and the altar for the burning of spices, 9 And the altar of burned offerings with all its
vessels, and the washing-vessel with its base, 10And the robes of needlework, the holy
robes for Aaron and for his sons, for their usewhen acting as priests, 11And the holy oil,
and the perfume of sweet spices for the holy place; they will do whatever I have given
you orders to have done. 12And the Lord said to Moses, 13 Say to the children of Israel
that they are to keep my Sabbaths; for the Sabbath day is a sign between me and you
through all your generations; so that you may see that I am the Lord who makes you
holy. 14 So you are to keep the Sabbath as a holy day; and anyone not honouring it will
certainly be put to death: whoever does any work on that day will be cut off from his
people. 15Six daysmaywork be done, but the seventh day is a Sabbath of complete rest,
holy to the Lord;whoever does anywork on the Sabbath day is to be put to death. 16And
the children of Israel are to keep the Sabbath holy, from generation to generation, by an
eternal agreement. 17 It is a signbetweenmeand the childrenof Israel for ever; because
in six days the Lordmadeheaven and earth, and on the seventh day he took his rest and
had pleasure in it. 18Andwhen his talk with Moses onMount Sinai was ended, he gave
him the two stones of the law, two stones on which was the writing made by the finger
of God.

32
1 And when the people saw that Moses was a long time coming down from the

mountain, they all came to Aaron and said to him, Come, make us a god to go before
us: as for this Moses, who took us up out of the land of Egypt, we have no idea what has
becomeofhim. 2ThenAaronsaid to them,Takeoff thegold ringswhichare in theearsof
yourwives and your sons and your daughters, and give them tome. 3And all the people
took the gold rings from their ears and gave them to Aaron. 4And he took the gold from
themand, hammering itwith an instrument, hemade it into themetal image of a young
ox: and they said, This is your god, O Israel, who took you out of the land of Egypt. 5And
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when Aaron saw this, he made an altar before it, and made a public statement, saying,
Tomorrow there will be a feast to the Lord. 6 So early on the day after they got up and
made burned offerings and peace-offerings; and took their seats at the feast, and then
gave themselves to pleasure. 7And the Lord said to Moses, Go down quickly; for your
people, whom you took out of the land of Egypt, are turned to evil ways; 8 Even now
they are turned away from the rule I gave them, and havemade themselves a metal ox
and given worship to it and offerings, saying, This is your god, O Israel, who took you
up out of the land of Egypt. 9 And the Lord said to Moses, I have been watching this
people, and I see that they are a stiff-necked people. 10Now do not get in my way, for
my wrath is burning against them; I will send destruction on them, but of you I will
make a great nation. 11But Moses made prayer to God, saying, Lord, why is your wrath
burning against your people whom you took out of the land of Egypt, with great power
and with the strength of your hand? 12Why let the Egyptians say, He took them out to
an evil fate, to put them to death on themountains, cutting themoff from the earth? Let
your wrath be turned away from them, and send not this evil on your people. 13Have
inmindAbraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, towhomyou gave your oath, saying,
I will make your seed like the stars of heaven in number, and all this land will I give to
your seed, as I said, to be their heritage for ever. 14 So the Lord let himself be turned
from his purpose of sending punishment on his people. 15Then Moses came down the
mountainwith the two stones of the law inhis hand; the stones hadwriting on their two
sides, on the front and on the back. 16The stones were thework of God, and thewriting
was the writing of God, cut on the stones. 17Now when the noise and the voices of the
people came to the ears of Joshua, he said to Moses, There is a noise of war in the tents.
18AndMoses said, It is not thevoice ofmenwhoareovercoming in thefight, or the cryof
those who have been overcome; it is the sound of songs which comes to my ear. 19And
when he came near the tents he saw the image of the ox, and the people dancing; and
in his wrath Moses let the stones go from his hands, and they were broken at the foot
of the mountain. 20And he took the ox which they had made, burning it in the fire and
crushing it to powder, and he put it in the water and made the children of Israel take a
drink of it. 21And Moses said to Aaron, What did the people do to you that you let this
great sin comeon them? 22AndAaron said, Letnotmy lordbeangry; youhave seenhow
the purposes of this people are evil. 23 For they said to me, Make us a god to go before
us: as for this Moses, who took us up out of the land of Egypt, we have no idea what has
come to him. 24 Then I said to them, Whoever has any gold, let him take it off; so they
gave it tome, and I put it in the fire, and this image of an ox came out. 25AndMoses saw
that the people were out of control, for Aaron had let them loose to their shame before
their haters: 26 Then Moses took his place at the way into the tents, and said, Whoever
is on the Lord's side, let him come tome. And all the sons of Levi came together to him.
27 And he said to them, This is the word of the Lord, the God of Israel: Let every man
take his sword at his side, and go from one end of the tents to the other, putting to death
his brother and his friend and his neighbour. 28And the sons of Levi did as Moses said;
and about three thousand of the people were put to death that day. 29And Moses said,
You have made yourselves priests to the Lord this day; for every one of you has made
the offering of his son and his brother; the blessing of the Lord is on you this day. 30And
on the day after, Moses said to the people, Great has been your sin: but I will go up to
the Lord, and see if I may get forgiveness for your sin. 31 Then Moses went back to the
Lord and said, This people has done a great sin, making themselves a god of gold; 32But
now, if you will give them forgiveness — but if not, let my name be taken out of your
book. 33 And the Lord said to Moses, Whoever has done evil against me will be taken
out ofmy book. 34But now, go, take the people into that place of which I have given you
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word; see,my angelwill go before you: butwhen the time ofmy judging has come, Iwill
send punishment on them for their sin. 35And the Lord sent punishment on the people
because they gave worship to the ox which Aaronmade.

33
1And the Lord said to Moses, Go forward from this place, you and the people whom

you have taken up out of the land of Egypt, to that land about which I made an oath
to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, To your seed will I give it. 2 And I will send an
angel before you, driving out the Canaanite and the Amorite and the Hittite and the
Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite: 3 Go up to that land flowing with milk and
honey; but I will not go up among you, for you are a stiff-necked people, for fear that I
send destruction on you while you are on the way. 4Hearing this bad news the people
were full of grief, and no one put on his ornaments. 5And the Lord said to Moses, Say
to the children of Israel, You are a stiff-necked people: if I come among you, even for
a minute, I will send destruction on you; so take off all your ornaments, so that I may
see what to do with you. 6 So the children of Israel took off their ornaments at Mount
Horeb, and did not put them on again. 7Now it was Moses' way to put up the Tent of
meeting outside the tent-circle, at some distance away; giving it the name of The Tent
of meeting. And everyone desiring to make his prayer to the Lord went to the Tent of
meeting outside the tent-circle. 8AndwheneverMoses went out to the Tent of meeting,
all thepeople got upandeveryonewent to thedoorofhis tent, lookingafterMoses till he
went inside the Tent. 9AndwheneverMoseswent into the Tent, the pillar of cloud came
down, and took its place by the door of the Tent, as long as the Lord was talking with
Moses. 10And all the people saw the cloud at the door of the Tent, and they went down
on their faces, everyone at the door of his tent. 11And the Lord had talkwithMoses face
to face, as amanmayhave talkwith his friend. AndwhenMoses cameback to the tents,
his servant, the young man Joshua, the son of Nun, did not come away from the Tent.
12AndMoses said to the Lord, See, you say tome, Be this people's guide on their journey,
but you have not made clear to me whom you will send with me. But you have said, I
have knowledge of you by name, and you have grace in my eyes. 13 If then I have grace
inyour eyes, letme seeyourways, so that Imayhaveknowledgeof youandbe certainof
your grace; andmy prayer is that you will keep in mind that this nation is your people.
14 And he said, I myself will go with you and give you rest. 15 And Moses said, If you
yourself are not goingwith us, do not send us on fromhere. 16For is not the fact of your
going with us the sign that I and this people have grace in your eyes, so that we, that is,
I and your people, are separate from all other people on the face of the earth? 17And
the Lord said to Moses, I will do as you say: for you have grace in my eyes, and I have
knowledge of youby yourname. 18AndMoses said, OLord, letme see your glory. 19And
he said, I willmake all the light ofmy being comebefore you, andwillmake clear to you
what I am; I will be kind to those to whom I will be kind, and have mercy on those on
whom I will havemercy. 20But it is not possible for you to see my face, for nomanmay
seeme and still go on living. 21And the Lord said, See, there is a place nearme, and you
may take your place on the rock: 22And whenmy glory goes by, I will put you in a hole
in the rock, covering youwithmy hand till I have gone past: 23Then Iwill take awaymy
hand, and youwill see my back: but my face is not to be seen.

34
1And the Lord said to Moses, Make two other stones like the first two; and I will put

on them the words which were on the first stones, which were broken by you. 2And be
ready by the morning, and come up on Mount Sinai, and come before me there in the



Exodus 34:3 81 Exodus 34:32

morning, on the top of the mountain. 3No one is to come up with you, and let no man
be seen anywhere on themountain; let no flocks or herds come near to get their food at
its foot. 4SoMoses got two stones cut like the first; and early in themorning hewent up
Mount Sinai, as the Lord had said, with the two stones in his hand. 5And the Lord came
down in the cloudand tookhisplaceby the sideofMoses, andMoses gaveworship to the
name of the Lord. 6And the Lord went past before his eyes, saying, The Lord, the Lord,
a God full of pity and grace, slow towrath and great inmercy and faith; 7Havingmercy
on thousands, overlooking evil and wrongdoing and sin; he will not let wrongdoers go
free, but will send punishment on children for the sins of their fathers, and on their
children's children to the third and fourth generation. 8ThenMoses quicklywent down
on his face in worship. 9And he said, If now I have grace in your eyes, let the Lord go
among us, for this is a stiff-necked people, and give us forgiveness for our wrongdoing
and our sin, and take us for your heritage. 10And the Lord said, See, this is what I will
undertake: before the eyes of yourpeople Iwill dowonders, suchashavenot beendone
in all the earth or in any nation: and all your people will see the work of the Lord, for
what I am about to do for you is greatly to be feared. 11Take care to do the orderswhich
I give you today; I will send out from before you the Amorite and the Canaanite and the
Hittite and the Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite. 12 But take care, and do not
make any agreement with the people of the land where you are going, for it will be a
cause of sin to you. 13But their altars are to be overturned and their pillars broken and
their images cut down: 14For youare tobeworshippers of noother god: for theLord is a
Godwhowill not give his honour to another. 15So see that youmake no agreementwith
the people of the land, anddonot go after their gods, or take part in their offerings, or be
guests at their feasts, 16Or take their daughters for your sons; for when their daughters
give worship before their gods, they will make your sons take part with them. 17Make
for yourselves no gods of metal. 18Keep the feast of unleavened bread; for seven days
your food is to be bread without leaven, as I gave you orders, at the regular time in the
month Abib; for in that month you came out of Egypt. 19Every first male child is mine;
the first male birth of your cattle, the first male of every ox and sheep. 20A lamb may
be given in payment for the young of an ass, but if you will not make payment for it,
its neck will have to be broken. For all the first of your sons you are to make payment.
No one is to come before me without an offering. 21 Six days let work be done, but on
the seventh day take your rest: at ploughing time and at the grain-cutting you are to
have a day for rest. 22And you are to keep the feast of weeks when you get in the first-
fruits of the grain, and the feast at the turn of the year when you take in the produce
of your fields. 23 Three times in the year let all your males come before the Lord, the
God of Israel. 24 For I will send out the nations before you and make wide the limits of
your land; and no man will make an attempt to take your land while you go up to give
worship to the Lord, three times in the year. 25No leaven is to be offeredwith the blood
of my offering, and the offering of the Passover feast may not be kept till the morning.
26Take the first-fruits of your land as an offering to the house of the Lord your God. Let
not the young goat be cooked in its mother's milk 27And the Lord said to Moses, Put all
thesewords inwriting; for on them is based the agreementwhich I will makewith you.
28And for forty days and forty nightsMoseswas therewith the Lord, and in that timehe
had no food or drink. And he put in writing on the stones the words of the agreement,
the ten rules of the law. 29NowwhenMoses came down fromMount Sinai, with the two
stones in his hand, he was not conscious that his face was shining because of his talk
with God. 30But when Aaron and all the children of Israel saw Moses, and the shining
of his face, they would not come near him for fear. 31 Then Moses sent for them; and
Aaron, with the chiefs of the people, came to him; andMoses had talkwith them. 32And
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later, all the childrenof Israel camenear, andhegave themall the orderswhich theLord
had given him onMount Sinai. 33And at the end of his talk with them, Moses put a veil
over his face. 34But whenever Moses went in before the Lord to have talk with him, he
took off the veil till he came out. And whenever he came out he said to the children of
Israel what he had been ordered to say; 35And the children of Israel saw that the face of
Moses was shining: so Moses put the veil over his face again till he went to the Lord.

35
1AndMoses sent for all the children of Israel to come together, and said to them, This

is what the Lord has said and these are his orders. 2 Six days let work be done, but the
seventh day is to be a holy day to you, a Sabbath of rest to the Lord; whoever does any
work on that day is to be put to death. 3No fire is to be lighted in any of your houses
on the Sabbath day. 4 And Moses said to all the meeting of the children of Israel, This
is the order which the Lord has given: 5 Take from among you an offering to the Lord;
everyonewhohas the impulse inhis heart, let himgivehis offering to theLord; gold and
silver and brass; 6And blue and purple and red and the best linen and goats' hair, 7And
sheepskins coloured red, and leather, and hardwood, 8And oil for the lights, and spices
for the holy oil and for the sweet perfumes for burning. 9And beryls and jewels to be
cut for the ephod and for the priest's bag. 10And let everywise-heartedman among you
come and make whatever has been ordered by the Lord; 11The House and its tent and
its cover, its hooks and its boards, its rods and its pillars and its bases; 12 The ark with
its cover and its rods and the veil hanging before it; 13The table and its rods and all its
vessels, and theholybread; 14And the support for the lights,with its vessels and its lights
and the oil for the light; 15And the altar for burning spices, with its rods, and the holy oil
and the sweetperfume, and thecurtain for thedoor, at thedoorof theHouse; 16Thealtar
of burned offerings, with its network of brass, its rods, and all its vessels, the washing-
vessel and its base; 17Thehangings for theopen space, its pillars and theirbases, and the
curtain for the doorway; 18The nails for theHouse, and the nails for the open space and
their cords; 19 The robes of needlework for the work of the holy place, the holy robes
for Aaron the priest, and the robes for his sons when acting as priests. 20 And all the
children of Israel went away from Moses. 21 And everyone whose heart was moved,
everyone who was guided by the impulse of his spirit, came with his offering for the
Lord, for whatever was needed for the Tent of meeting and its work and for the holy
robes. 22 They came, men and women, all who were ready to give, and gave pins and
nose-rings and finger-rings and neck-ornaments, all of gold; everyone gave an offering
of gold to the Lord. 23And everyonewhohadblue andpurple and red and the best linen
and goats' hair and sheepskins coloured red and leather, gave them. 24 Everyone who
had silver and brass gave an offering of them to the Lord; and everyone who had hard
wood, such as was needed for the work, gave it. 25And all the womenwhowere expert
with their hands, made cloth, and gave the work of their hands, blue and purple and
red and the best linen. 26 And those women who had the knowledge, made the goats'
hair into cloth. 27And the rulers gave the beryls and the cut jewels for the ephod and
the priest's bag; 28And the spice and the oil for the light, and the holy oil and the sweet
perfumes. 29 The children of Israel, every man and woman, from the impulse of their
hearts, gave their offerings freely to the Lord for the work which the Lord had given
Moses orders to have done. 30AndMoses said to the children of Israel, See, the Lord has
made selection of Bezalel, the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah; 31And he
has made him full of the spirit of God, in all wisdom and knowledge and art of every
sort; 32As an expert designer of beautiful things, working in gold and silver and brass;
33 Trained in the cutting of stones and the ornamenting of wood and in every sort of
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handwork. 34 And he has given to him, and to Oholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the
tribe of Dan, the power of training others. 35 To them he has given knowledge of all
the arts of the handworker, of the designer, and the expert workman; of the maker of
needlework in blue and purple and red and the best linen, and of themaker of cloth; in
all the arts of the designer and the trained workman they are expert.

36
1 So let Bezalel and Oholiab get to work, with every wise-hearted man to whom the

Lord has givenwisdom and knowledge, to dowhatever is necessary for the ordering of
the holy place, as the Lord has given orders. 2ThenMoses sent for Bezalel and Oholiab,
and for all the wise-hearted men to whom the Lord had given wisdom, even everyone
who was moved by the impulse of his heart to come and take part in the work: 3And
they took from Moses all the offerings which the children of Israel had given for the
building of the holy place. And still they went on giving himmore free offerings every
morning. 4 Then the wise men, who were doing all the work of the holy place, came
from their work; 5And said to Moses, The people are giving muchmore than is needed
for the work which the Lord has given us orders to do. 6 So Moses made an order and
had it given out through all the tents, saying, Let no man or woman make any more
offerings for theholyplace. So thepeoplewerekept fromgivingmore. 7For thematerial
they had was enough and more than enough for all the work which had to be done.
8 Then all the expert workmen among them made the House with its ten curtains; of
the best linen, blue and purple and red, they made them, with winged ones worked by
expert designers. 9 Every curtain was twenty-eight cubits long and four cubits wide,
all of the same measure. 10 And five curtains were joined together, and the other five
curtains were joined together. 11 And they put twists of blue cord on the edge of the
outside curtain of the first group, and in the same way on the outside curtain of the
second group. 12 Fifty twists on the one curtain and fifty on the edge of the curtain of
the other group; the twists being opposite to one another. 13And they made fifty hooks
of gold, joining the curtains one to anotherwith the hooks; and so the Housewasmade.
14Andtheymadecurtainsofgoats' hair for the tent; elevencurtainsweremade. 15Every
curtain was thirty cubits long and four cubits wide, all of the same measure. 16 Five
curtainswere joined together tomake one group, and six curtainswere joined together
to make the other group. 17And they put fifty twists of cord on the edge of the outside
curtain of thefirst group, andfifty twists on the edge of the outside curtain of the second
group, 18Andfifty hooks of brass for joining them together tomake the tent. 19And they
made a cover of sheepskins coloured red, to go over the tent, and a cover of leather over
that. 20And for the uprights of theHouse theymade boards of hardwood. 21The boards
were ten cubits long and one cubit and a half wide. 22 Every board had two tongues
fixed into it; all the boards were made in this way. 23They made twenty boards for the
south side of the House: 24 And for these twenty boards, forty silver bases, two bases
under every board, to take its tongues. 25And for the second side of the House, on the
north, they made twenty boards, 26With their forty silver bases, two bases for every
board. 27And for the west side of the House, at the back, they made six boards, 28And
two boards for the angles at the back. 29 These were joined together at the base and at
the top to one ring, so forming the twoangles. 30So therewere eight boardswith sixteen
bases of silver, two bases under every board. 31And they made rods of hard wood; five
for the boards on one side of the House, 32And five for the boards on the other side of
the House, and five for the boards at the back, on thewest. 33Themiddle rodwasmade
to go right through the rings of all the boards fromone end to the other. 34All the boards
were platedwith gold, and the rings throughwhich the rodswentwere of gold, and the
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rods were plated with gold. 35And he made the veil of the best linen, blue and purple
and red,workedwithwingedones designedby expertworkmen. 36And theymade four
pillars for it of hardwoodplatedwith gold: theyhadhooks of gold and four silver bases.
37And theymade a curtain for the door of the tent, of the best linenwith needlework of
blue and purple and red; 38And five pillars for the curtain, with their hooks; the heads
of the pillarswere of gold and theywere circledwith bands of gold; and their five bases
were of brass.

37
1 And Bezalel made the ark of hard wood, two and a half cubits long, a cubit and a

half wide and a cubit and a half high; 2Plating it inside and out with the best gold, and
putting an edge of gold all round it. 3Andhemade four gold rings for its four angles, two
on one side and two on the other, 4And rods of the samewood platedwith gold. 5These
rods he put in the rings at the sides of the ark, for lifting it. 6 And he made the cover
all of gold, two and a half cubits long and a cubit and a half wide. 7And he made two
winged ones, hammered out of one bit of gold, for the two ends of the cover; 8 Placing
one at one end and one at the other; thewinged ones were part of the cover. 9And their
wings were stretched out over the cover; the faces of the winged ones were opposite
one another and facing the cover. 10 And he made the table of hard wood, two cubits
long, a cubit wide and a cubit and a half high; 11Plating it with the best gold and putting
a gold edge all round it. 12And he made a frame all round it about as wide as a man's
hand, edged with gold all round. 13And he made four gold rings, and put the rings at
the angles of its four feet. 14The rings were fixed under the frame to take the rods with
which the table was to be lifted. 15 The rods for lifting the table he made of hard wood
plated with gold. 16And all the table-vessels, the plates and spoons and basins and the
cups for liquids, he made of the best gold. 17 Then he made the support for the lights,
all of the best gold; its base and its pillar were of hammered gold; its cups and buds and
flowers were all made out of the same metal: 18 It had six branches coming out from
its sides, three from one side and three from the other; 19 Every branch having three
cupsmade like almond flowers, every cup with a bud and a flower on all the branches;
20And on its pillar, four cups like almond flowers, every onewith its bud and its flower;
21Andunder every two branches a bud,madewith the branch, for all six branches of it.
22 The buds and the branches were made of the same metal, all together one complete
work of the best hammered gold. 23And he made the seven vessels for the lights, and
all the necessary instruments for it, of gold. 24A talent of the best gold was used for the
making of it and its vessels. 25And hemade the altar for the burning of spices, using the
same hard wood; it was square, a cubit long and a cubit wide and two cubits high; the
hornsmade of the same. 26The top and the sides and the hornswere all platedwith the
best gold; and he put an edge of gold all round it. 27Andhemade two gold rings, placing
them on the two opposite sides under the edge, to take the rods for lifting it. 28The rods
he made of the same hard wood, plating them with gold. 29 And he made the holy oil
and the perfume of sweet spices for burning, after the art of the perfume-maker.

38
1The altar of burned offerings hemade of hardwood; a square altar, five cubits long,

five cubits wide and three cubits high, 2And he put horns at its four angles made of the
same, plating it all with brass; 3And brass was used for all the vessels of the altar, the
baskets and the spades, the basins and themeat-hooks and the fire-trays; all the vessels
hemade of brass 4And hemade a network of brass for the altar, under the frame round
it, stretchinghalf-wayup; 5And four rings for the four angles of this network, to take the
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rods. 6The rods hemade of hard wood plated with brass. 7He put the rods through the
rings at the opposite sides of the altar for lifting it; he made the altar hollow, boarded
in with wood. 8 And he made the washing-vessel of brass on a brass base, using the
polishedbrass looking-glassesgivenby thewomenwhodidworkat thedoorsof theTent
ofmeeting. 9Tomake theopenspace, heputhangingson the south side, of thebest linen,
ahundredcubits long: 10Their twentypillarsand their twentybaseswerebrass; and the
hooks of the pillars and their bands were of silver. 11And for the north side. hangings a
hundredcubits long, on twentybrasspillars inbrassbases,with silverhooksandbands.
12And on thewest side, hangings fifty cubits long, on ten pillars in ten bases, with silver
bands. 13And on the east side, the open space was fifty cubits long. 14The hangings on
one side of the doorwaywere fifteen cubits long, on three pillarswith their three bases;
15And the same on the other side of the doorway; on this side and on that the hangings
were fifteen cubits long, on three pillarswith their three bases. 16All the hangingswere
of the best linen. 17And the bases of the pillarswere of brass; their hooks and the bands
round the tops of themwere of silver; all the pillars were ringed with silver. 18And the
curtain for the doorwayof the open spacewas of the best linen,with designs of blue and
purple and red in needlework; it was twenty cubits long and five cubits high, to gowith
thehangings round the sides. 19Therewere fourpillarswith their bases, all of brass, the
hooks being of silver, and their tops and their bands being coveredwith silver. 20All the
nails used for the House and the open space round it were of brass. 21 This is the price
of the making of the House, even the House of witness, as it was valued by the word of
Moses, for the work of the Levites under the direction of Ithamar, the son of Aaron the
priest. 22Bezalel, the son of Uri, the son ofHur, of the tribe of Judah,made everything as
theLordhadgivenorders toMoses. 23AndwithhimwasOholiab, the sonofAhisamach,
of the tribe ofDan; adesigner anda trainedworkman, expert inneedleworkof blue and
purple and red and the best linen. 24 The gold used for all the different work done for
the holy place, the gold which was given, was twenty-nine talents, and seven hundred
and thirty shekels in weight, by the scale of the holy place. 25 And the silver given by
those whowere numbered of the people was a hundred talents, and a thousand, seven
hundred and seventy-five shekels in weight, by the scale of the holy place. 26 A beka,
that is, half a shekel by the holy scale, for everyone whowas numbered; there were six
hundred and three thousand, five hundred and fifty men of twenty years old and over.
27 Of this silver, a hundred talents was used for making the bases of the pillars of the
holy place and of the veil; a talent for every base. 28 And a thousand, seven hundred
and seventy-five shekels of silver was used to make the hooks for the pillars, and for
plating the tops of the pillars and formaking their bands. 29The brass whichwas given
was seventy talents, two thousand fourhundred shekels; 30From it hemade thebases of
the doorway of the Tent ofmeeting and the brass altar and the network for it and all the
vessels for the altar, 31And the bases for the open space all round and for its doorway,
and all the nails for the House and for the open space.

39
1And from the needlework of blue and purple and red they made the robes used for

the work of the holy place, and the holy robes for Aaron, as the Lord had given orders
to Moses. 2The ephod hemade of gold and blue and purple and red and the best linen;
3Hammering the gold into thin plates and cutting it into wires to be worked into the
blue and the purple and the red and the linen by the designer. 4 And they made two
bands for joining its edges together at the top of the arms. 5And the beautifully worked
band which went on it was of the same design and the same material, worked in gold
and blue and purple and red and twisted linen-work, as the Lord gave orders toMoses.
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6Then theymade theberyl stones, fixed in twisted framesof gold andcut like the cutting
of a stamp, with the names of the children of Israel. 7 These he put on the ephod, over
the arm-holes, to be stones of memory for the children of Israel, as the Lord had said
to Moses. 8The priest's bag was designed like the ephod, of the best linen worked with
gold and blue and purple and red. 9 It was square and folded in two, as long and aswide
as the stretch of a man's hand; 10And on it they put four lines of stones: in the first line
was a carnelian, a chrysolite, and an emerald; 11 In the second, a ruby, a sapphire, and
an onyx; 12 In the third, a jacinth, an agate, and an amethyst; 13 In the fourth, a topaz,
a beryl, and a jasper; they were fixed in twisted frames of gold. 14 There were twelve
stones for the twelve tribes of Israel; on every one the name of one of the tribes of Israel
was cut, like the cutting of a stamp. 15And on the bag they put gold chains, twisted like
cords. 16And theymade two gold frames and two gold rings, the rings being fixed to the
ends of the priest's bag; 17And they put the two twisted chains on the two rings at the
ends of the priest's bag; 18And the other two ends of the chains were joined to the two
frames and fixed to the front of the ephod over the arm-holes. 19 And they made two
rings of gold and put them on the two lower ends of the bag, on the inner side nearest
to the ephod. 20And two other gold rings were put on the front of the ephod, over the
arm-holes, at the join, and over theworked band. 21And the rings on the bagwere fixed
to the rings of the ephod by a blue cord, keeping it in place over the band, so that the
bagmight not get loose, as the Lord gave orders to Moses. 22The robe which went with
the ephod was made all of blue; 23With a hole at the top in the middle, like the hole in
the coat of a fighting-man, edgedwith a band tomake it strong. 24The skirts of the robe
were worked all round with fruits in blue and purple and red made of twisted linen.
25And between the fruits all round the skirt they put gold bells, as the Lord gave orders
to Moses. 26All round the skirt of the robe were bells and fruits in turn. 27The coats for
Aaron andhis sons theymade of the best linen; 28And the twisted head-dress forAaron,
andbeautifulhead-dressesof linen, and linen trousers, 29Anda linenbandworkedwith
a design of blue and purple and red, as the Lord had said to Moses. 30The plate for the
holy crown was made of the best gold, and on it were cut these words, HOLY TO THE
LORD. 31 It was fixed to the head-dress by a blue cord, as the Lord had given orders to
Moses. 32So all the work on the House of the Tent of meeting was done; as the Lord had
given orders to Moses, so the children of Israel did it. 33 Then they took the House to
Moses, the tent with all the things for it; its hooks, its boards, its rods, its pillars, and its
bases; 34 The outer cover of sheepskins coloured red, and the cover of leather, and the
veil for the doorway; 35The ark of the law, with its rods and its cover; 36The table, with
all its vessels and the holy bread; 37 The support for the lights, with the vessels for the
lights to beput in their places on it, andall its vessels, and the oil for the lights; 38And the
gold altar, and the holy oil, and the sweet perfume for burning, and the curtain for the
doorway of the tent; 39And the brass altar, with its network of brass, and its rods and all
its vessels, and thewashing-vessel and its base; 40Thehangings for the open space, with
the pillars and their bases, and the curtain for the doorway, and the cords andnails, and
all the instruments necessary for the work of the House of the Tent of meeting; 41 The
robes for use in the holy place, and the holy robes forAaron andhis sonswhen acting as
priests. 42The children of Israel did everything as the Lord had given orders to Moses.
43 Then Moses, when he saw all their work and saw that they had done everything as
the Lord had said, gave them his blessing.

40
1 And the Lord said to Moses, 2On the first day of the first month you are to put up

the House of the Tent of meeting. 3And inside it put the ark of the law, hanging the veil
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before it. 4And put the table inside, placing all the things on it in order; and put in the
support for the lights, and let its lights be burning. 5And put the gold altar for burning
perfumes in front of the ark of the law, hanging the curtain over the doorway of the
House. 6And put the altar of burned offerings before the doorway of the House of the
Tent of meeting. 7And let the washing-vessel, with water in it, be put between the Tent
of meeting and the altar. 8And put up the hangings forming the open space all round
it, with the curtain over its doorway. 9 And take the holy oil and put it on the House
and everything in it, andmake it and everything in it holy: 10And put oil on the altar of
burned offering, andmake it and all its vessels holy; this altar is to bemost holy. 11And
put oil on the washing-vessel and its base, and make them holy. 12 Then let Aaron and
his sons come to the door of the Tent of meeting; and after washing them with water,
13You are to put on Aaron the holy robes; and you are to put oil on him, and make him
holy, so that he may be my priest. 14And take his sons with him and put coats on them;
15 And put oil on them as you did on their father, so that they may be my priests: the
putting on of oil will make them priests for ever, from generation to generation. 16And
Moses did this; as the Lord gave him orders, so he did. 17 So on the first day of the first
month in the second year the House was put up. 18Moses put up the House; placing its
bases in position and lifting up its uprights, putting in the rods and planting the pillars
in their places; 19Stretching the outer tent over it, and covering it, as the Lord had given
him orders. 20And he took the law and put it inside the ark, and put the rods at its side
and the cover over it; 21Andhe took the ark into theHouse, hanging up the veil before it
as the Lord had given him orders. 22And he put the table in the Tent of meeting, on the
north side outside the veil. 23And he put the bread on it in order before the Lord, as the
Lord had said. 24 The support for the lights he put in the Tent of meeting, opposite the
table, on the south side: 25Lighting the lights before the Lord, as the Lord had given him
orders. 26Andhe put the gold altar in the Tent ofmeeting, in front of the veil: 27Burning
sweet perfumes on it, as the Lord had given him orders. 28And he put up the curtain at
the doorway of the House. 29And at the door of the House of the Tent ofmeeting, he put
the altar of burned offerings, offering on it the burned offering and themeal offering, as
the Lord had given him orders. 30And between the altar and the Tent ofmeeting he put
the vessel with water in it for washing. 31 In it the hands and feet of Moses and Aaron
and his sons were washed, 32Whenever they went into the Tent of meeting, and when
they came near the altar, as the Lord had given orders to Moses. 33And he put up the
hangings forming the open space round the House and the altar, and put the curtain
over the doorway. So Moses made the work complete. 34 Then the cloud came down
covering the Tent of meeting, and the House was full of the glory of the Lord; 35 So that
Moses was not able to go into the Tent of meeting, because the cloud was resting on it,
and theHousewas full of the glory of the Lord. 36Andwhenever the cloudwas takenup
from the House, the children of Israel went forward on their journey: 37But while the
cloudwas there, theymadenomove till it was takenup. 38For the cloud of the Lordwas
resting on the House by day, and at night there was fire in the cloud, before the eyes of
all the people of Israel, and so it was through all their journeys.
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The Third Book of Moses,
Commonly Called
Leviticus

1 And the voice of the Lord came to Moses out of the Tent of meeting, saying, 2Give
these orders to the children of Israel: When anyone of you makes an offering to the
Lord, you are to take it from the cattle, from the herd or from the flock. 3 If the offering
is a burned offering of the herd, let him give a male without a mark: he is to give it at
the door of the Tent of meeting so that he may be pleasing to the Lord. 4 And he is to
put his hand on the head of the burned offering and it will be taken for him, to take
away his sin. 5And the ox is to be put to death before the Lord: then Aaron's sons, the
priests, are to take the blood and put some of it on and round the altar which is at the
door of the Tent of meeting. 6And the burned offering is to be skinned and cut up into
its parts. 7And Aaron's sons, the priests, are to put fire on the altar and put the wood in
order on the fire: 8And Aaron's sons, the priests, are to put the parts, the head and the
fat, in order on the wood which is on the fire on the altar: 9But its inside parts and its
legs are to be washed with water, and it will all be burned on the altar by the priest for
a burned offering, an offering made by fire, for a sweet smell to the Lord. 10And if his
offering is of the flock, a burned offering of sheep or goats, let him give a male without
amark. 11And he is to put it to death on the north side of the altar before the Lord: and
Aaron's sons, the priests, are to put some of the blood on and round the altar. 12And the
offering is to be cut into its parts, with its head and its fat; and the priest is to put them in
order on the wood which is on the fire on the altar: 13But the inside parts and the legs
are to be washed with water; and the priest will make an offering of all of it, burning
it on the altar: it is a burned offering, an offering made by fire, for a sweet smell to the
Lord. 14And if his offering to the Lord is a burned offering of birds, then he is to make
his offering of doves or of young pigeons. 15And the priest is to take it to the altar, and
after its head has been twisted off, it is to be burned on the altar, and its blood drained
out on the side of the altar: 16And he is to take away its stomach, with its feathers, and
put it down by the east side of the altar, where the burned waste is put: 17And let it be
broken open at the wings, but not cut in two; and let it be burned on the altar by the
priest on the wood which is on the fire; it is a burned offering; an offering made by fire
for a sweet smell to the Lord.

2
1And when anyone makes a meal offering to the Lord, let his offering be of the best

meal, with oil on it and perfume: 2And let him take it to Aaron's sons, the priests; and
having taken in his hand some of the meal and of the oil, with all the perfume, let him
give it to the priest to be burned on the altar, as a sign, an offering made by fire, for
a sweet smell to the Lord. 3And the rest of the meal offering will be for Aaron and his
sons; it ismost holy among theLord's fire offerings. 4Andwhenyougive ameal offering
cooked in the oven, let it be of unleavened cakes of the bestmealmixedwith oil, or thin
unleavened cakes covered with oil. 5 And if you give a meal offering cooked on a flat
plate, let it be of the best meal, unleavened and mixed with oil. 6 Let it be broken into
bits, and put oil on it; it is a meal offering. 7 And if your offering is of meal cooked in
fat over the fire, let it be made of the best meal mixed with oil. 8 And you are to give
the meal offering made of these things to the Lord, and let the priest take it to the altar.
9And he is to take from the meal offering a part, for a sign, burning it on the altar; an
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offering made by fire for a sweet smell to the Lord. 10And the rest of the meal offering
will be for Aaron andhis sons; it ismost holy among the Lord's fire offerings. 11Nomeal
offering which you give to the Lord is to be made with leaven; no leaven or honey is to
be burned as an offering made by fire to the Lord. 12You may give them as an offering
of first-fruits to the Lord, but they are not to go up as a sweet smell on the altar. 13And
every meal offering is to be salted with salt; your meal offering is not to be without the
salt of the agreement of your God: with all your offerings give salt. 14And if you give a
meal offering of first-fruits to the Lord, give, as your offering of first-fruits, new grain,
made dry with fire, crushed new grain. 15 And put oil on it and perfume: it is a meal
offering. 16And part of themeal of the offering and part of the oil and all the perfume is
to be burned for a sign by the priest: it is an offeringmade by fire to the Lord.

3
1And ifhisoffering is given forapeace-offering; if hegivesof theherd,maleor female,

let him give it without anymark on it, before the Lord. 2And he is to put his hand on the
head of his offering and put it to death at the door of the Tent of meeting; and Aaron's
sons, the priests, are to put some of the blood on and round the altar. 3And he is to give
of the peace-offering, as an offeringmade by fire to the Lord; the fat covering the inside
parts and all the fat on the inside parts, 4 And the two kidneys, and the fat on them,
which is by the top part of the legs, and the fat joining the liver and the kidneys, he is to
take away; 5That it may be burned by Aaron's sons on the altar, on the burned offering
which is on the wood on the fire: it is an offering made by fire of a sweet smell to the
Lord. 6And if what he gives for a peace-offering to the Lord is of the flock, let him give
amale or female, without anymark on it. 7 If his offering is a lamb, then let it be placed
before the Lord: 8Andhe is to put his hand on the head of his offering andput it to death
before the Tent of meeting; and Aaron's sons are to put some of its blood on and round
the altar. 9And of the peace-offering, let him give an offering made by fire to the Lord;
the fat of it, all the fat tail, he is to take away near the backbone; and the fat covering the
inside parts and all the fat on the inside parts, 10And the two kidneys, with the fat on
them, which is by the top part of the legs, and the fat joining the liver and the kidneys,
he is to take away; 11 That it may be burned by the priest on the altar; it is the food of
the offeringmade by fire to the Lord. 12And if his offering is a goat, then let it be placed
before the Lord, 13And let him put his hand on the head of it and put it to death before
the Tent ofmeeting; and the sons of Aaron are to put some of its blood on and round the
altar. 14And of it let himmake his offering, an offering made by fire to the Lord; the fat
covering the inside parts and all the fat on the inside parts, 15And the two kidneys, with
the fat on them, which is by the top part of the legs, and the fat joining the liver and the
kidneys, let him take away; 16 That it may be burned by the priest on the altar; it is the
food of the offeringmade by fire for a sweet smell: all the fat is the Lord's. 17Let it be an
order for ever, through all your generations, in all your houses, that you are not to take
fat or blood for food.

4
1 And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Say to the children of Israel: These are the offerings

of anyone who does wrong through error, doing any of the things which by the Lord's
order are not to be done: 3 If the chief priest by doing wrong becomes a cause of sin to
the people, then let him give to the Lord for the sin which he has done, an ox, without
anymark, for a sin-offering. 4And he is to take the ox to the door of the Tent of meeting
before the Lord; and put his hand on its head and put it to death before the Lord. 5And
the chief priest is to take some of its blood and take it to the Tent of meeting; 6And the
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priest is to put his finger in the blood, shaking drops of it before the Lord seven times,
in front of the veil of the holy place. 7And the priest is to put some of the blood on the
horns of the altar on which perfume is burned before the Lord in the Tent of meeting,
draining out all the rest of the blood of the ox at the base of the altar of burned offering
which is at the door of the Tent of meeting. 8And he is to take away all the fat of the ox
of the sin-offering; the fat covering the inside parts and all the fat of the inside parts,
9And the two kidneys, with the fat on them, which is by the top part of the legs, and the
fat joining the liver and the kidneys, he is to take away, 10As it is taken from the ox of
the peace-offering; and it is to be burned by the priest on the altar of burned offerings.
11And the skin of the ox and all its flesh, with its head and its legs and its inside parts
and its waste, 12All the ox, he is to take away outside the circle of the tents into a clean
place where the burned waste is put, and there it is to be burned on wood with fire.
13 And if all the people of Israel do wrong, without anyone's knowledge; if they have
done any of the thingswhich by the Lord's order are not to be done, causing sin to come
on them; 14When the sin which they have done comes to light, then let all the people
give an ox for a sin-offering, and take it before the Tent of meeting. 15And let the chiefs
of the people put their hands on its head before the Lord, and put the ox to death before
the Lord. 16And the priest is to take some of its blood to the Tent of meeting; 17And put
his finger in the blood, shaking drops of the blood seven times before the Lord in front
of the veil. 18And he is to put some of the blood on the horns of the altarwhich is before
the Lord in the Tent of meeting; and all the rest of the blood is to be drained out at the
base of the altar of burnedoffering at the door of the Tent ofmeeting. 19Andhe is to take
off all its fat, burning it on the altar. 20 Let him do with the ox as he did with the ox of
the sin-offering; and the priest will take away their sin and they will have forgiveness.
21 Then let the ox be taken away outside the tent-circle, that it may be burned as the
other ox was burned; it is the sin-offering for all the people. 22 If a ruler does wrong,
and in error does any of the things which, by the order of the Lord his God, are not to
be done, causing sin to come on him; 23When the sin which he has done is made clear
to him, let him give for his offering a goat, a male without anymark. 24And he is to put
his hand on the head of the goat and put it to death in the placewhere they put to death
the burned offering before the Lord: it is a sin-offering. 25And the priest is to take some
of the blood of the offering with his finger and put it on the horns of the altar of burned
offering, draining out the rest of the blood at the base of the altar of burned offering.
26And all the fat of it is to be burned on the altar like the fat of the peace-offering; and
the priest will take away his sin and he will have forgiveness. 27And if any one of the
common people does wrong in error, doing any of the things which the Lord has given
orders are not to be done, causing sin to come on him; 28When the sin which he has
done is made clear to him, then he is to give for his offering a goat, a female without
anymark, for the sin which he has done. 29And he is to put his hand on the head of the
sin-offering and put it to death in the placewhere they put to death the burned offering.
30And the priest is to take some of the blood with his finger, and put it on the horns of
the altar of burned offering, and all the rest of its blood is to be drained out at the base
of the altar. 31And let all its fat be taken away, as the fat is taken away from the peace-
offerings, and let it be burnedon the altar by thepriest for a sweet smell to theLord; and
the priest will take away his sin and he will have forgiveness. 32And if he gives a lamb
as his sin-offering, let it be a female without any mark; 33And he is to put his hand on
the head of the offering and put it to death for a sin-offering in the placewhere they put
to death the burned offering. 34And the priest is to take someof the blood of the offering
with his finger and put it on the horns of the altar of burned offering, and all the rest of
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the blood is to be drained out at the base of the altar; 35And let him take away all its fat,
as the fat is taken away from the lamb of the peace-offerings; and let it be burned by the
priest on the altar among the offeringsmade by fire to the Lord: and the priest will take
away his sin and he will have forgiveness.

5
1And if anyone doeswrong by saying nothingwhen he is put under oath as awitness

of something he has seen or had knowledge of, then he will be responsible: 2 If anyone
becomesunclean through touchingunconsciously someunclean thing, suchas thedead
body of an unclean beast or of unclean cattle or of any unclean animal which goes
flat on the earth, he will be responsible: 3Or if he becomes unclean through touching
unconsciously any unclean thing of man, whatever it may be, when it is made clear to
him he will be responsible: 4 Or if anyone, without thought, takes an oath to do evil
or to do good, whatever he says without thought, with an oath, having no knowledge
of what he is doing; when it becomes clear to him, he will be responsible for any of
these things. 5And whoever is responsible for any such sin, let him make a statement
openly of his wrongdoing; 6And take to the Lord the offering for the wrong which he
has done, a female from the flock, a lamb or a goat, for a sin-offering, and the priest
will take away his sin. 7And if he has not money enough for a lamb, then let him give,
for his offering to the Lord, two doves or two young pigeons; one for a sin-offering and
one for a burned offering. 8And let him take them to the priest, who will first give the
sin-offering, twisting off its head from its neck, but not cutting it in two; 9And he is to
put drops of the blood of the offering on the side of the altar, and the rest of the blood
is to be drained out at the base of the altar; it is a sin-offering. 10And the second is for
a burned offering, in agreement with the law; and the priest will take away his sin and
hewill have forgiveness. 11But if he has not enoughmoney for two doves or two young
pigeons, then let him give, for the sin he has done, the tenth part of an ephah of the best
meal, for a sin-offering; let him put no oil on it, and no perfume, for it is a sin-offering.
12And let him come to the priest with it, and the priest will take some of it in his hand,
to be burned on the altar as a sign, among the offerings of the Lord made by fire: it
is a sin-offering. 13And the priest will take away his sin and he will have forgiveness:
and the rest of the offering will be the priest's, in the same way as the meal offering.
14And the Lord said toMoses, 15 If anyone is untrue, sinning in error in connectionwith
the holy things of the Lord, let him take his offering to the Lord, a male sheep from the
flock, without any mark, of the value fixed by you in silver by shekels, by the scale of
the holy place. 16And he is to make payment to the priest for what he has done wrong
in relation to the holy thing, together with a fifth part of its value in addition; and the
priest will take away his sin by the sheep of his offering, and he will have forgiveness.
17And if anyonedoeswrong, anddoes anyof the thingswhich theLordhas givenorders
are not to be done, though he has no knowledge of it, still he is in the wrong and he is
responsible. 18Let him come to the priest with a sheep, amale without anymark out of
the flock, of the value fixed by you, as an offering for his error; and the priest will take
away the sin which he did in error, and he will have forgiveness. 19 It is an offering for
his error: he is certainly responsible before the Lord.

6
1And the Lord said toMoses, 2 If anyone doeswrong, and is untrue to the Lord, acting

falsely to his neighbour in connection with something put in his care, or something
given for adebt, orhas takenawayanythingby force, orhasbeen cruel tohis neighbour,
3 Or has taken a false oath about the loss of something which he has come across by
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chance; if aman has done any of these evil things, 4Causing sin to come on him, then he
will have to give back the thing he took by force or got by cruel acts, or the goods which
were put in his care or the thing he came on by chance, 5Or anything about which he
took a false oath; he will have to give it all back, with the addition of a fifth of its value,
to himwhose property it is, when he has been judged to be in thewrong. 6Then let him
take to the Lord the offering for his wrongdoing; giving to the priest for his offering, a
male sheep from the flock, without anymark, of the value fixed by you: 7And the priest
will take away his sin from before the Lord, and he will have forgiveness for whatever
crime he has done 8And the Lord said to Moses, 9Give orders to Aaron and to his sons,
saying, This is the law for the burned offering: the offering is to be on the fire-wood on
the altar all night till the morning; and the fire of the altar is to be kept burning. 10And
the priest is to put on his linen robes and his linen trousers, and take up what is over
of the offering after it has been burned on the altar, and put it by the side of the altar.
11Then having taken off his linen robes and put on other clothing, he is to take it away
into a clean place, outside the tent-circle. 12 The fire on the altar is to be kept burning;
it is never to go out; every morning the priest is to put wood on it, placing the burned
offering in order on it, and there the fat of the peace-offering is to be burned. 13Let the
fire be kept burning on the altar at all times; it is never to go out. 14And this is the law
for themeal offering: it is to be offered to the Lord before the altar by the sons of Aaron.
15The priest is to take in his hand some of themeal of themeal offering and of the oil of
it, andall theperfumeon it, burning it on thealtar as a sign, for a sweet smell to theLord.
16And whatever is over Aaron and his sons may have for their food, taking it without
leaven in a holy place; in the open space of the Tent of meeting they may take a meal
of it. 17 It is not to be cooked with leaven. I have given it to them as their part of the
offerings made by fire to me; it is most holy, as are the sin-offerings and the offerings
for error. 18 Every male among the children of Aaron may have it for food; it is their
right for ever through all your generations, from the offeringsmade by fire to the Lord:
anyone touching themwill be holy. 19And the Lord said toMoses, 20This is the offering
which Aaron and his sons are to make to the Lord on the day when he is made a priest:
the tenth part of an ephah of the best meal for a meal offering for ever; half of it in the
morning and half in the evening. 21Let it bemadewith oil on a flat plate; when it is well
mixed and cooked, let it be broken and taken in as a meal offering, for a sweet smell to
the Lord. 22And the same offering is to be given by that one of his sons who takes his
place as priest; by an order for ever, all of it is to be burned before the Lord. 23 Every
meal offering offered for the priest is to be completely burned: nothing of it is to be
taken for food. 24And the Lord said to Moses, 25 Say to Aaron and his sons, This is the
law for the sin-offering: the sin-offering is to be put to death before the Lord in the same
place as the burned offering; it ismost holy. 26The priest bywhom it is offered for sin, is
to take it for his food in a holy place, in the open space of the Tent ofmeeting. 27Anyone
touching the flesh of it will be holy: and if any of the blood is dropped on any clothing,
the thing on which the blood has been dropped is to be washed in a holy place. 28 But
the vessel of earth in which the flesh was cooked is to be broken; or if a brass vessel
was used, it is to be rubbed clean and washed out with water. 29Every male among the
priests may take it for his food: it is most holy. 30No sin-offering, the blood of which is
taken into the Tent of meeting, to take away sin in the holy place, may be used for food:
it is to be burned with fire.

7
1And this is the law of the offering for wrongdoing: it is most holy. 2 They are to put

to death the offering for wrongdoing in the same place as the burned offering; and the
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priest is to put the blood on and round the altar. 3And all the fat of it, the fat tail and the
fat covering the inside parts, is to be given as an offering. 4And the two kidneys, and the
fat on them, which is by the top of the legs, and the fat joining the liver and the kidneys,
he is to take away: 5They are to beburnedby thepriest on the altar for anofferingmade
byfire to the Lord: it is an offering forwrongdoing. 6Everymale among the priestsmay
have it as food in a holy place: it ismost holy. 7As is the sin-offering, so is the offering for
wrongdoing; there is one law for them: the priest whomakes the offering to take away
sin, he is to have it. 8 And the priest offering any man's burned offering for him, may
have the skin of the burned offeringwhich is offered by him. 9And everymeal offering
which is cooked in the oven and everything made in a cooking pot or on a flat plate, is
for the priest bywhom it is offered. 10And everymeal offering, mixedwith oil or dry, is
for all the sons of Aaron in equal measure. 11And this is the law for the peace-offerings
offered to theLord. 12 If anymangives his offering as a praise-offering, then let himgive
with the offering, unleavened cakesmixedwith oil and thin unleavened cakes covered
withoil and cakes of thebestmealwellmixedwithoil. 13Withhis peace-offering let him
give cakes of leavened bread, as a praise-offering. 14And let him give one out of every
offering to be lifted up before the Lord; that it may be for the priest who puts the blood
of the peace-offering on the altar. 15And the flesh of the praise-offering is to be taken as
food on the daywhen it is offered; no part of it may be kept till themorning. 16But if his
offering is made because of an oath or given freely, it may be taken as food on the day
when it is offered; and the restmay be used up on the day after: 17But if any of the flesh
of the offering is still unused on the third day, it is to be burnedwith fire. 18And if any of
the flesh of the peace-offering is taken as food on the third day, it will not be pleasing to
God andwill not be put to the account of himwho gives it; it will be unclean and a cause
of sin to him who takes it as food. 19And flesh touched by any unclean thing may not
be taken for food: it is to be burnedwith fire; and as for the flesh of the peace-offerings,
everyone who is clean may take it as food: 20 But he who is unclean when he takes as
food thefleshof thepeace-offerings,whichare theLord's,will be cut off fromhispeople.
21And anyonewho, after touching any unclean thing ofman or an unclean beast or any
unclean and disgusting thing, takes as food the flesh of the peace-offerings, which are
the Lord's, will be cut off from his people. 22And the Lord said to Moses, 23 Say to the
children of Israel: You are not to take any fat, of ox or sheep or goat, for food. 24 And
the fat of that which comes to a natural death, and the fat of that which is attacked by
beasts, may be used for other purposes, but not in any way for food. 25For anyone who
takes as food the fat of any beast of whichmenmake an offering by fire to the Lord, will
be cut off from his people. 26And you are not to take for food any blood, of bird or of
beast, in any of your houses. 27Whoever takes any blood for food will be cut off from
his people. 28And the Lord said toMoses, 29Say to the children of Israel: Hewhomakes
a peace-offering to the Lord, is to give an offering to the Lord out of his peace-offering:
30Hehimself is to take to the Lord the offeringmade byfire, even the fatwith the breast,
so that the breast may bewaved for a wave offering before the Lord. 31And the fat is to
be burned by the priest on the altar, but the breast is for Aaron and his sons. 32And the
right leg you are to give to the priest for an offering to be lifted up out of what is given
for your peace-offerings. 33That man, among the sons of Aaron, by whom the blood of
the peace-offering and the fat are offered, is to have the right leg for his part. 34For the
breast which is waved and the right leg which is lifted up on high I have taken from the
children of Israel, from their peace-offerings, and have given them to Aaron the priest
and to his sons as their right for ever from the children of Israel. 35This is the holy part
given to Aaron and to his sons, out of the offerings made to the Lord by fire, on the day



Leviticus 7:36 94 Leviticus 8:28

when they were made priests before the Lord; 36Which the Lord said the children of
Israel were to give them, on the day when hemade them his priests. It is their right for
ever from generation to generation. 37 These are the laws for the burned offering, the
meal offering, and the offering for wrongdoing; and for the making of priests, and for
the giving of peace-offerings; 38As theywere givenby theLord toMoses onMount Sinai,
on the day when the Lord gave orders to the children of Israel to make their offerings
to the Lord, in the waste land of Sinai.

8
1 And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Take Aaron, and his sons with him, and the robes

and the holy oil and the ox of the sin-offering and the two male sheep and the basket
of unleavened bread; 3 And let all the people come together at the door of the Tent of
meeting. 4AndMoses did as the Lord said, and all the people came together at the door
of the Tent of meeting. 5And Moses said to the people, This is what the Lord has given
orders to be done. 6ThenMoses took Aaron and his sons; and after washing themwith
water, 7Heput the coat onhim,making it tightwith its band, and then the robe, andover
it the ephod, with its band of needlework to keep it in place. 8 And he put the priest's
bag on him, and in the bag he put the Urim and Thummim. 9And on his head he put the
head-dress, and in front of the head-dress the plate of gold, the holy crown, as the Lord
gave orders to Moses. 10AndMoses took the holy oil and put it on the House and on all
the things in it, to make them holy. 11 Seven times he put oil on the altar and on all its
vessels, andon thewashing-basin and its base, tomake themholy. 12And someof the oil
he put on Aaron's head, to make him holy. 13Then he took Aaron's sons, clothing them
with the coats, and putting the bands round them, and the head-dresses on their heads,
as the Lord had given him orders. 14And he took the ox of the sin-offering: and Aaron
and his sons put their hands on the head of the ox, 15And he put it to death; and Moses
took the blood and put it on the horns of the altar and round itwith his finger, andmade
the altar clean, draining out the blood at the base of the altar; so hemade it holy, taking
awaywhat was unclean. 16And he took all the fat on the inside parts, and the fat on the
liver, and the two kidneys with their fat, to be burned on the altar; 17But the ox, with its
skin and its flesh and its waste, was burnedwith fire outside the tent-circle, as the Lord
gave orders to Moses. 18And he put the male sheep of the burned offering before the
Lord, and Aaron and his sons put their hands on its head, 19And he put it to death; and
Moses put someof thebloodonand round the altar. 20Andwhen the sheephadbeen cut
into parts, the head and the parts and the fat were burned by Moses. 21And the inside
parts and the legs were washed with water and all the sheep was burned by Moses on
the altar; it was a burned offering for a sweet smell: it was an offering made by fire to
the Lord, as the Lord gave orders to Moses. 22 And he put the other sheep before the
Lord, the sheep with which they were made priests; and Aaron and his sons put their
hands on the head of the sheep, 23And he put it to death; and Moses took some of the
blood and put it on the point of Aaron's right ear and on the thumb of his right hand
and on the great toe of his right foot. 24Then he took Aaron's sons, andMoses put some
of the blood on the point of their right ears and on the thumbs of their right hands and
on the great toes of their right feet: and Moses put the blood on and round the altar.
25And he took the fat, and the fat tail, and the fat on the inside parts, and the fat on the
liver, and the two kidneys with their fat, and the right leg; 26 And out of the basket of
unleavened bread which was before the Lord he took one unleavened cake, and one
cake of bread with oil on it, and one thin cake, and put them on the fat and on the right
leg: 27And he put them all on the hands of Aaron and on the hands of his sons, waving
them for awaveofferingbefore theLord. 28AndMoses took themfrom their hands, and
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they were burned on the altar on the burned offering, as a priest's offering for a sweet
smell, an offeringmade by fire to the Lord. 29AndMoses took the breast, waving it for a
wave offering before the Lord; it wasMoses' part of the sheep of the priest's offering, as
the Lord gave orders to Moses. 30AndMoses took some of the holy oil and of the blood
whichwas on the altar and put it on Aaron and on his robes, and on his sons and on his
sons' robes; and made Aaron holy, and his robes and his sons and his sons' robes with
him. 31And Moses said to Aaron and to his sons, The flesh is to be cooked in water at
the door of the Tent of meeting, and there you are to take it as food, together with the
bread in the basket, as I have given orders, saying, It is the food of Aaron and his sons.
32And that which is over of the flesh and of the bread is to be burned with fire. 33And
you are not to go out from the door of the Tent ofmeeting for seven days, till the days for
making you priest are ended; for this will be the work of seven days. 34What has been
done this day, has been ordered by the Lord to take away your sin. 35 And you are to
keepwatch for the Lord at the door of the Tent ofmeeting day and night for seven days,
so that deathmay not come to you: for so he has givenme orders. 36And Aaron and his
sons did all the things about which the Lord had given orders throughMoses.

9
1And on the eighth day Moses sent for Aaron and his sons and the responsible men

of Israel; 2 And he said to Aaron, Take a young ox for a sin-offering and a male sheep
for a burned offering, without a mark, and make an offering of them before the Lord.
3And say to the children of Israel: Take a he-goat for a sin-offering, and a young ox and
a lamb, in their first year, without any mark on them, for a burned offering; 4And an
ox and amale sheep for peace-offerings, to be put to death before the Lord; and ameal
offering mixed with oil: for this day you are to see the Lord. 5And they took the things
ordered by Moses, before the Tent of meeting, and all the people came near, waiting
before the Lord. 6AndMoses said, This is what the Lord has said you are to do; and you
will see the glory of the Lord. 7 And Moses said to Aaron, Come near to the altar and
make your sin-offering and your burned offering to take away your sin and the sin of
the people, andmake the people's offering to take away their sin; as the Lord has given
orders. 8So Aaron came near to the altar and put to death the ox for the sin-offering for
himself; 9And the sons of Aaron gave him the blood and he put his finger in the blood
and put it on the horns of the altar, draining out the blood at the base of the altar; 10But
the fat and the kidneys and the fat on the liver of the sin-offering were burned by him
on the altar as the Lord gave orders toMoses. 11And the flesh and the skinwere burned
with fire outside the tent-circle; 12And he put to death the burned offering; and Aaron's
sons gave him the blood and he put some of it on and round the altar; 13And they gave
him the parts of the burned offering, in their order, and the head, to be burned on the
altar. 14And the inside parts and the legs, when they had beenwashedwithwater, were
burned on the burned offering on the altar. 15And he made an offering for the people
and took the goat of the sin-offering for the people and put it to death, offering it for sin,
in the samewayas thefirst. 16Andhe took theburnedoffering, offering it in theordered
way; 17Andheput themeal offeringbefore theLord, and taking someof it inhishandhe
had it burned on the altar, separately from the burned offering of the morning. 18And
heput to death the ox and the sheep,whichwere the peace-offerings for the people; and
Aaron's sons gave him the blood and he put some of it on and round the altar; 19And as
for the fat of the ox and the fat tail of the sheep and the fat covering the inside parts and
the kidneys and the fat on the liver; 20 They put the fat on the breasts, and the fat was
burned on the altar. 21And Aaron took the breasts and the right leg, waving them for a
wave offering before the Lord, asMoses gave orders. 22And Aaron, lifting up his hands
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to the people, gave them a blessing; and he came down from offering the sin-offering,
and the burnedoffering, and the peace-offerings. 23AndMoses andAaronwent into the
Tent of meeting, and came out and gave the people a blessing, and the glory of the Lord
was seen by all the people. 24And fire came out from before the Lord, burning up the
offering on the altar and the fat: and when all the people saw it, they gave a loud cry,
falling down on their faces.

10
1 And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took their vessels and put fire in them

andperfume, burning strangefire before the Lord,which he hadnot given themorders
to do. 2 And fire came out from before the Lord, burning them up and causing their
destruction before the Lord. 3 Then Moses said to Aaron, This is what the Lord said, I
will be holy in the eyes of all those who come near tome, and I will be honoured before
all the people. And Aaron said nothing. 4 And Moses sent for Mishael and Elzaphan,
the sons of Uzziel, the brother of Aaron's father, and said to them, Come near and take
your brothers away from before the holy place, outside the tent-circle. 5 So they came
and took them, in their coats, outside the tent-circle, as Moses had said. 6 And Moses
said to Aaron and to Eleazar and Ithamar, his sons, Do not let your hair be loose, and
give no signs of grief; so that deathmay not overtake you, and hiswrath come on all the
people; but let there beweeping among your brothers and all the house of Israel for this
burning of the Lord's fire. 7And do not go out from the door of the Tent of meeting, or
deathwill come to you; for the holy oil of the Lord is on you. And they did asMoses said.
8And the Lord said to Aaron: 9Take nowine, or strong drink, you or your sonswith you,
when you go into the Tent of meeting, that it may not be the cause of death to you; this
is an order for ever through all your generations. 10And make a division between the
holy and the common, and between the unclean and the clean; 11Teaching the children
of Israel all the lawswhich the Lord has given themby the hand ofMoses. 12AndMoses
said to Aaron and to Eleazar and Ithamar, his sonswhowere still living, Take the rest of
the meal offering from the offerings of the Lordmade by fire, and take it for your food,
without leaven, at the side of the altar, for it is most holy. 13 It is to be for your food in a
holy place, because it is your right and your sons' right, from the offerings of the Lord
made by fire: for so am I ordered. 14And the breast which is waved and the leg which
is lifted up on high, you are to take as your food in a clean place; you and your sons and
your daughters with you: for they are given to you as your right and your sons' right,
from the peace-offerings of the children of Israel. 15 Let them take the breast which is
waved and the leg which is lifted up on high, with the fat of the burned offering, to be
waved for a wave offering before the Lord; and this will be for you and for your sons
with you, for a right for ever, as the Lord has given orders. 16And Moses was looking
for the goat of the sin-offering, but it was burned; and he was angry with Eleazar and
Ithamar, the sons ofAaron,whowere still living, saying, 17Whydid younotmakeameal
of the sin-offering in the holy place? For it ismost holy and he has given it to you, so that
the sin of the people may be put on it, to take away their sin before the Lord. 18 See, its
blood was not taken into the holy place: certainly it was right for you to have taken it
as food in the holy place, as I gave orders. 19And Aaron said to Moses, You have seen
that today they havemade their sin-offering and their burned offering before the Lord,
and such things as these have come onme. If I had taken the sin-offering as food today,
would it have been pleasing to the Lord? 20And after hearing this, Moseswas no longer
angry.

11
1And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 2 Say to the children of Israel: These are the
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living things which youmay have for food among all the beasts on the earth. 3Youmay
haveas foodanybeastwhichhasadivision in thehornof its foot, andwhose food comes
back into its mouth to be crushed again. 4 But, at the same time, of those beasts, you
may not take for food the camel, because its food comes back but the horn of its foot
is not parted in two; it is unclean to you. 5 And the rock-badger, for the same reason,
is unclean to you. 6 And the hare, because the horn of its foot is not parted in two, is
unclean to you. 7And the pig is unclean to you, because though the horn of its foot is
parted, its food does not come back. 8 Their flesh may not be used for food, and their
dead bodies may not even be touched; they are unclean to you. 9 These you may have
for food of all things living in the water: anything living in the water, in the seas or
rivers, which has special parts for swimming and skin formed of thin plates, may be
used for food. 10 All other things living and moving in the water, in the sea or in the
rivers, are a disgusting thing to you; 11 They may not be used for food, and their dead
bodies are disgusting to you. 12 Anything in the water which has no special parts for
swimming and no thin plates on its skin is disgusting to you. 13And among birds these
are to be disgusting to you, and not to be used for food: the eagle and the gier-eagle and
the ospray; 14 And the kite and the falcon, and birds of that sort; 15 Every raven, and
birds of that sort; 16And the ostrich and the night-hawk and the sea-hawk, and birds of
that sort; 17And the little owl and the cormorant and the great owl; 18And thewater-hen
and the pelican and the vulture; 19The stork and the heron, and birds of that sort, and
the hoopoe and the bat. 20 Every winged four-footed thing which goes on the earth is
disgusting to you; 21 But of the winged four-footed things, those which have long legs
for jumping on the earth you may have for food; 22 Such as all the different sorts of
locust. 23But all other winged four-footed things which go on the earth are disgusting
to you. 24By these youwill bemade unclean; anyone touching their dead bodieswill be
unclean till evening: 25Whoever takes away the dead body of one of them is to have his
clothing washed, and will be unclean till evening. 26Every beast, in the horn of whose
foot there is not a complete division, and whose food does not come back, is unclean to
you: anyone touching one of thesewill be unclean. 27Any four-footed beast which goes
on the ball of its foot, is unclean to you: anyone touching the dead body of one of these
will be unclean till evening. 28Anyone who takes away the dead body of one of these
is to have his clothing washed and be unclean till evening. 29And these are unclean to
you among things which go low down on the earth; the weasel and the mouse and the
great lizard, and animals of that sort; 30And the ferret and the land crocodile and the
lizard and the sand-lizard and the chameleon. 31All these are unclean to you: anyone
touching themwhen they are deadwill be unclean till evening. 32The dead body of any
of these, falling on anything, will make that thing unclean; if it is any vessel of wood,
or clothing, or skin, or bag, whatever it is, if it is used for any purpose, it will have to
be put into water, and will be unclean till evening; after that it will be clean. 33And if
one of them gets into any vessel of earth, whatever is in the vessel will be unclean and
the vessel will have to be broken. 34Any food in it, and anything on which water from
it comes, will be unclean: any drink taken from such a vessel will be unclean. 35 Any
part of the dead body of one of these, falling on anything, will make it unclean; if it is an
oven or a cooking-pot it will have to be broken: they are unclean andwill be unclean to
you. 36But at the same time a fountain or a place where water is stored for use will be
clean; but anyone touching their dead bodies will be unclean. 37 If any part of the dead
body of one of these gets on to any seed for planting, it is clean; 38But if water is put on
the seed, and any part of the dead body gets on to it, it will be unclean to you. 39 And
if any beast which may be used for food comes to a natural death, anyone touching its
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dead body will be unclean till evening. 40And he whomakes use of any part of its body
for food is to have his clothing washed and be unclean till evening; and anyone taking
away its body is to have his clothing washed and be unclean till evening. 41Everything
which goes flat on its body on the earth is disgusting, and is not to be used for food.
42Whatever goes on its stomach or on four feet or has a great number of feet, even all
those goingflat on the earth,maynot beused for food, for they are disgusting. 43Youare
not tomake yourselves disgustingwith anythingwhich goes about flat on the earth; you
may notmake yourselves uncleanwith them, in such away that you are not holy tome.
44For I am the Lord your God: for this reason, make and keep yourselves holy, for I am
holy; you are not to make yourselves unclean with any sort of thing which goes about
flat on the earth. 45For I am the Lord, who took you out of the land of Egypt, to be your
God; so be you holy, for I am holy. 46 This is the law about beasts and birds and every
living thing moving in the waters, and every living thing which goes flat on the earth:
47Marking out the unclean from the clean, and the living thing which may be used for
food from that whichmay not.

12
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Say to the children of Israel, If a woman is with child

andgivesbirth to amale child, shewill beunclean for sevendays, aswhen she isunwell.
3 And on the eighth day let him be given circumcision. 4 And she will be unclean for
thirty-three days till the flow of her blood is stopped; no holy thing may be touched by
her, and she may not come into the holy place, till the days for making her clean are
ended. 5But if she gives birth to a female child, then she will be unclean for twoweeks,
as when she is unwell; and she will not be completely clean for sixty-six days. 6 And
when the days are ended formaking her clean for a son or a daughter, let her take to the
priest at the door of the Tent of meeting, a lamb of the first year for a burned offering
and a young pigeon or a dove for a sin-offering: 7And the priest is to make an offering
of it before the Lord and take away her sin, and shewill bemade clean from the flow of
her blood. This is the law for a woman who gives birth to a male or a female. 8And if
she has notmoney enough for a lamb, then let her take twodoves or two youngpigeons,
one for a burned offering and the other for a sin-offering, and the priest will take away
her sin and she will be clean,

13
1And theLordsaid toMosesandAaron, 2 If amanhasonhis skinagrowthoramarkor

awhite place, and it becomes the disease of a leper, let him be taken to Aaron the priest,
or to one of the priests, his sons; 3And if, when the priest sees the mark on his skin, the
hair on the place is turnedwhite and themark seems to go deeper than the skin, it is the
mark of a leper: and the priest, after looking at him, will say that he is unclean. 4But if
themark onhis skin iswhite, and does not seem to go deeper than the skin, and the hair
on it is not turnedwhite, then the priest will keep him shut up for seven days; 5And the
priest is to see him on the seventh day; and if, in his opinion, the place on his skin has
not becomeworse and is not increased in size, then the priest will keep him shut up for
sevendaysmore: 6And the priest is to see himagain on the seventh day; and if themark
is less bright and is not increased on his skin, then let the priest say that he is clean: it is
onlya skin-mark, andafterhis clothinghasbeenwashedhewill be clean. 7But if the size
of themark onhis skin is increased after he has been seen by the priest, let himgo to the
priest again: 8And if, after looking at him, he sees that themark is increased in his skin,
let the priest say that he is unclean; he is a leper. 9When the disease of a leper is seen on
aman, let himbe taken to the priest; 10And if the priest sees that there is awhite growth
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on the skin, and the hair is turned white, and there is diseased flesh in the growth, 11 It
is an old disease in the skin of his flesh, and the priest will say that he is unclean; hewill
not have to be shut up, for he is clearly unclean. 12And if the disease comes out all over
his skin, fromhishead tohis feet, as far as thepriest is able to see, 13And if thepriest sees
that all his flesh is covered with the leper's disease, the priest will say that he is clean:
it is all turned white, he is clean. 14But whenever diseased flesh is seen on him, he will
be unclean. 15Andwhen the priest sees the diseased flesh hewill say that he is unclean;
the diseased flesh is unclean, he is a leper. 16Or if the diseased flesh is turned again and
changed to white then he is to come to the priest, 17And the priest will see him: and if
the place is turnedwhite, then the priest will say that he is free from the disease. 18And
if a bad place has come out on the skin and is well again, 19And on the same place there
is a white growth of a bright mark, red and white, then let the priest see it; 20And after
lookingat it, if it seems to godeeper than the skin, and thehair on it is turnedwhite, then
the priest will say that theman is unclean: it is the leper's disease, it has come out in the
bad place. 21But if, after looking at it, he sees that there are no white hairs on it, and it
is not deeper than the skin, and it is not very bright, then let the priest keep him shut up
for seven days: 22And if it is increasing on the skin, the priestwill say that he is unclean:
it is a disease. 23But if the bright mark keeps in the same place and gets no greater, it is
themark of the oldwound, and the priestwill say that he is clean. 24Or if there is a burn
on the skin of the flesh, and if the diseased flesh in the burn becomes a bright place, red
andwhite or white, 25The priest is to see it: and if the hair on the bright place is turned
white and it seems to go deeper than the skin, he is a leper: it has come out in the burn,
and the priest will say that he is unclean: it is the leper's disease. 26But if, after looking
at it, the priest sees that there is no white hair on the bright place, and it is not deeper
than the skin, and is not very bright, then let the priest keep him shut up for seven days:
27And the priest is to see himagain on the seventh day; if it is increased in the skin, then
the priest will say that he is unclean: it is the leper's disease. 28And if the bright place
keeps the same size and gets no greater on the skin, but is less bright, it is the effect of
the burn, and the priest will say that he is clean: it is themark of the burn. 29Andwhen
amanor awomanhas a disease on the head, or in the hair of the chin, 30Then the priest
is to see the diseased place: and if it seems to go deeper than the skin, and if there is thin
yellowhair in it, then thepriestwill say that he is unclean: hehas themarkof the leper's
disease on his head or in the hair of his chin. 31And after looking at the diseased place,
if it does not seem to go deeper than the skin, and there is no black hair in it, then the
priestwill have him shut up for seven days: 32And on the seventh day the priestwill see
the place: and if it is not increased, and there is no yellowhair in it, and it does not seem
to go deeper than the skin, 33Then his hair is to be cut off, but not on the diseased place,
and he is to be shut up for seven daysmore: 34And on the seventh day the priestwill see
the place: and if it is not increased, and does not seem to go deeper than the skin, the
priest will say that he is clean: and after his clothing has been washed he will be clean.
35 But if the disease in his skin becomes worse after he has been made clean, 36 Then
the priest is to see him: and if the mark is increased, the priest, without looking for the
yellow hair, will say that he is unclean. 37 But if, in his opinion, the growth is stopped,
and black hair has comeup on it, the disease has gone; he is clean and the priestwill say
that he is clean. 38And if a man or a woman has bright marks on the skin of their flesh,
that is, bright white marks, 39Then the priest is to see them: and if the white marks on
their skin are not very bright, it is a skin disease which has come out on the skin; he is
clean. 40And if a man's hair has come out and he has no hair, still he is clean. 41And if
the hair has gone from the front part of his head, so that he has no hair there, still he is
clean. 42But if, on his head or onhis brow,where he has nohair, there is a red andwhite
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place, it is the disease of the leper coming out on his head or on his brow. 43Then if the
priest sees that the growth of the disease has become red and white on his head or on
his browwhere there is no hair, like the mark in the skin of a leper; 44He is a leper and
unclean; the priest is to say that he is most certainly unclean: the disease is in his head.
45And the leper who has the disease on him is to go about with signs of grief, with his
hair loose and his mouth covered, crying, Unclean, unclean. 46While the disease is on
him, he will be unclean. He is unclean: let him keep by himself, living outside the tent-
circle. 47And any clothing of wool or of linen in which is the mark of the disease; 48 If
it is in the threads of the linen or of the wool, or in leather, or in anythingmade of skin;
49 If there are red or greenmarks on the clothing, or on the leather, or in the threads of
the cloth, or in anythingmade of skin, it is the leper's disease: let the priest see it. 50And
after it has been seen by the priest, the thing which is so marked is to be shut up for
seven days: 51And he is to see the mark on the seventh day; if the mark is increased in
the clothing, or in the threads of the material, or in the leather, whatever the leather is
used for, it is the disease biting into it: it is unclean. 52And the clothing, or the wool or
linen material, or anything of leather in which is the disease, is to be burned: for the
disease is biting into it; let it be burned in the fire. 53And if the priest sees that themark
is not increased in the clothing or in any part of the material or in the leather, 54 Then
the priest will give orders for the thing on which the mark is, to be washed, and to be
shut up for seven days more: 55And if, after the mark has been washed, the priest sees
that the colour of it is not changed and it is not increased, it is to be burned in the fire:
the disease is working in it, though the damage may be inside or outside. 56And if the
priest sees that the mark is less bright after the washing, then let him have it cut out of
the clothing or the leather or from the threads of thematerial: 57And if themark is still
seen in the clothing or in the threads of the material or in the leather, it is the disease
coming out: the thing inwhich the disease iswill have to be burnedwith fire. 58And the
material of the clothing, or anything of skin, which has been washed, if the mark has
gone out of it, let it bewashed a second time and it will be clean. 59This is the law about
the leper's disease in the thread of wool or linen material, in clothing or in anything of
skin, saying how it is to be judged clean or unclean.

14
1And the Lord said toMoses, 2This is the law of the leper on the daywhen he ismade

clean: he is to be taken to the priest; 3And the priest is to go outside the tent-circle; and
if, after looking, the priest sees that the mark of the disease has gone from him, 4 Then
thepriest is to give orders to take, for himwho is to bemade clean, two living cleanbirds
and some cedar wood and red thread and hyssop. 5And the priest will give orders for
one of the birds to be put to death in a vessel made of earth, over flowing water. 6And
he will take the living bird and the wood and the red thread and the hyssop and put
them in the blood of the bird which was put to death over flowing water. 7And shaking
it seven times over themanwho is to bemade clean, hewill say that he is clean andwill
let the living bird go free into the open country. 8And he who is to be made clean will
have his clothing washed and his hair cut and have a bath, and he will be clean. And
after that hewill come back to the tent-circle; but he is to keep outside his tent for seven
days. 9 And on the seventh day he is to have all the hair cut off his head and his chin
and over his eyes — all his hair is to be cut off — and he will have his clothing washed
and his body bathed in water and he will be clean. 10 And on the eighth day let him
take twomale lambs, without anymarks on them, and one female lambof the first year,
without amark, and three tenth parts of an ephah of the best meal, mixedwith oil, and
one log of oil. 11And the priest who is making him clean will put the man who is being
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made clean, together with these things, before the door of the Tent of meeting. 12And
the priest is to take one of themale lambs and give it as an offering forwrongdoing, and
the log of oil, waving them for a wave offering before the Lord; 13And he is to put the
male lamb to death in the placewhere they put to death the sin-offering and the burned
offering, in the holy place; for as the sin-offering is the property of the priest, so is the
offering for wrongdoing: it is most holy. 14And let the priest take some of the blood of
the offering for wrongdoing and put it on the point of the right ear of him who is to be
made clean, and on the thumb of his right hand and on the great toe of his right foot;
15And take some of the oil and put it in the hollow of his left hand; 16And let the priest
put his right finger in the oilwhich is inhis left hand, shaking it outwithhis finger seven
times before the Lord; 17And of the rest of the oilwhich is in his hand, the priestwill put
some on the point of the right ear of themanwho is to bemade clean, and on the thumb
of his right hand and on the great toe of his right foot, over the blood of the offering for
wrongdoing; 18And the rest of the oil in the priest's hand hewill put on the head of him
who is to bemade clean; and so the priest will make him free from sin before the Lord.
19 And the priest will give the sin-offering, and take away the sin of him who is to be
made clean from his unclean condition; and after that he will put the burned offering
to death. 20And the priest is to have the burned offering and the meal offering burned
on the altar; and the priest will take away his sin and he will be clean. 21 And if he is
poor and not able to get so much, then he may take one male lamb as an offering for
wrongdoing, to be waved to take away his sin, and one tenth part of an ephah of the
best meal mixed with oil for a meal offering, and a log of oil; 22And two doves or two
young pigeons, such as he is able to get; and one will be for a sin-offering and the other
for a burned offering. 23 And on the eighth day he will take them to the priest, to the
door of the Tent of meeting before the Lord, so that he may be made clean. 24And the
priest will take the lamb of the offering for wrongdoing and the oil, waving them for a
wave offering before the Lord; 25And he will put to death the lamb of the offering for
wrongdoing and the priest will take some of the blood of the offering for wrongdoing
and put it on the point of the right ear of himwho is to bemade clean, and on the thumb
of his right hand and on the great toe of his right foot; 26And the priestwill put out some
of the oil in the hollow of his left hand, 27 Shaking out drops of oil with his right finger
before the Lord seven times: 28 And the priest will put some of the oil which is in his
hand on the point of the ear of the man who is to be made clean and on the thumb of
his right hand and on the great toe of his right foot, on the place where the blood of the
offering for wrongdoing was put; 29And the rest of the oil which is in the priest's hand
he will put on the head of him who is to be made clean, to take away his sin before the
Lord. 30And he will make an offering of one of the doves or the young pigeons, such as
he is able to get; 31And of these, he will give one for a sin-offering and one for a burned
offering, with the meal offering; and the priest will take away the sin of him who is to
be made clean before the Lord. 32 This is the law for the man who has the disease of
the leper on him, and who is not able to get that which is necessary for making himself
clean. 33And the Lord said toMoses and Aaron, 34When you have come into the land of
Canaanwhich I will give you for your heritage, if I put the leper's disease on a house in
the landof yourheritage, 35Then let the ownerof thehouse comeand say to thepriest, It
seems tome that there is a sort of leper's disease in the house. 36And the priest will give
orders for everything tobe takenout of thehouse, beforehe goes in to see thedisease, so
that the things in thehousemaynotbecomeunclean; and then thepriest is to go in to see
the house; 37And if he sees that thewalls of the house aremarkedwith hollows of green
and red, and if it seems to go deeper than the face of the wall; 38Then the priest will go
out of the door of the house, andkeep thehouse shut up for sevendays: 39And the priest
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is to come again on the seventh day and have a look and see if the marks on the walls
of the house are increased in size; 40Then the priest will give orders to them to take out
the stones in which the disease is seen, and put them out into an unclean place outside
the town: 41And he will have the house rubbed all over inside, and the paste which is
rubbed off will be put out into an unclean place outside the town: 42And they will take
other stones and put them in place of those stones, and hewill take other paste and put
it on the walls of the house. 43And if the disease comes out again in the house after he
has taken out the stones and after the walls have been rubbed and the new paste put
on, 44 Then the priest will come and see it; and if the disease in the house is increased
in size, it is the leper's disease working out in the house: it is unclean. 45And the house
will have to be pulled down, the stones of it and thewood and the paste; and everything
is to be taken out to an unclean place outside the town. 46And, in addition, anyonewho
goes into the house at any time, while it is shut up, will be unclean till evening. 47And
anyone who has been sleeping in the house will have to have his clothing washed; and
anyonewho takes food in that housewill have to have his clothingwashed. 48And if the
priest comes in, and sees that the disease is not increased after the new paste has been
put on the house, then the priest will say that the house is clean, because the disease is
gone. 49And in order to make the house clean, let him take two birds and cedar-wood
and red thread and hyssop; 50And put one of the birds to death in a vessel of earth over
flowing water; 51And take the cedar-wood and the hyssop and the red thread and the
living bird and put them in the blood of the dead bird and in the flowingwater, shaking
it over the house seven times. 52And hewill make the house cleanwith the blood of the
bird and the flowing water and with the living bird and with the cedar-wood and the
hyssop and the red thread. 53 But he will let the living bird go out of the town into the
open country; so he will take away sin from the house and it will be clean. 54This is the
law for all signs of the leper's disease and for skin diseases; 55And for signs of disease in
clothing, or in a house; 56And for a growth or a bad place or a bright mark on the skin;
57Tomake clearwhen it is unclean andwhen it is clean: this is the lawabout the disease
of the leper.

15
1 And the Lord said to Moses and to Aaron, 2 Say to the children of Israel: If a man

has an unclean flow from his flesh, it will make him unclean. 3 If the flow goes on
or if the part is stopped up, to keep back the flow, he is still unclean. 4 Every bed on
which he has been restingwill be unclean, and everything onwhich he has been seated
will be unclean. 5And anyone touching his bed is to have his clothing washed and his
body bathed in water and be unclean till evening. 6 And he who has been seated on
anything onwhich the uncleanman has been seated is to have his clothingwashed and
his body bathed in water and be unclean till evening. 7And anyone touching the flesh
of the uncleanman is to have his clothing washed and his body bathed in water and be
unclean till evening. 8And if liquid from themouth of the uncleanman comes on to him
who is clean, then he is to have his clothing washed and his body bathed in water and
be unclean till evening. 9 And any leather seat on a horse on which the unclean man
has been seated will be unclean. 10 And anyone touching anything which was under
him will be unclean till the evening; anyone taking up any of these things is to have
his clothing washed and his body bathed in water and be unclean till evening. 11And
anyone on whom the unclean man puts his hands, without washing them in water, is
to have his clothing washed and his body bathed in water and be unclean till evening.
12And any vessel of earth which has been touched by the unclean man will have to be
broken and any vessel of wood washed. 13 And when a man who has a flow from his
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body is made clean from it, he is to take seven days to make himself clean, washing his
clothing and bathing his body in flowingwater, and then hewill be clean. 14And on the
eighth day he is to take two doves or two young pigeons and come before the Lord to
the door of the Tent ofmeeting and give them to the priest: 15And they are to be offered
by the priest, one for a sin-offering and one for a burned offering, and the priest will
take away his sin before the Lord on account of his flow. 16 And if a man's seed goes
out from him, then all his body will have to be bathed in water and he will be unclean
till evening. 17And any clothing or skin on which the seed comes is to be washed with
water and be unclean till evening. 18And if a man has sex relations with a woman and
his seed goes out from him, the two of them will have to be bathed in water and will
be unclean till evening. 19And if a woman has a flow of blood from her body, she will
have to be kept separate for seven days, and anyone touching her will be unclean till
evening. 20And everything on which she has been resting, while she is kept separate,
will be unclean, and everything on which she has been seated will be unclean. 21And
anyone touching her bed will have to have his clothing washed and his body bathed in
water and be unclean till evening. 22And anyone touching anything on which she has
been seatedwill have to have his clothingwashed and his body bathed inwater and be
unclean till evening. 23Anyone touching anything on the bed or on the thing on which
shehasbeenseated,will beunclean till evening. 24And if anymanhas sexrelationswith
her so that her blood comes on him, hewill be unclean for seven days and every bed on
which he has been resting will be unclean. 25And if a woman has a flow of blood for a
long time, not at the time when she generally has it, or if the flow goes on longer than
the normal time, she will be unclean while the flow of blood goes on, as she is at other
normal times. 26Everybedonwhich shehasbeenrestingwill beunclean, as at the times
when she normally has a flow of blood, and everything on which she has been seated
will be unclean, in the same way. 27And anyone touching these things will be unclean,
and his clothing will have to be washed and his body bathed in water and he will be
unclean till evening. 28But when her flow of blood is stopped, after seven days she will
be clean. 29And on the eighth day let her get two doves or two young pigeons and take
themto thepriest to thedoorof theTent ofmeeting, 30Tobeofferedby thepriest, one for
a sin-offering andone for a burned offering; and the priestwill take awayher sin before
the Lord on account of her unclean condition. 31 In this way may the children of Israel
bemade free from all sorts of unclean conditions, so that deathmay not overtake them
when they are unclean and when they make unclean my holy place which is among
them. 32 This is the law for the man who has a flow from his body, or whose seed goes
from him so that he is unclean; 33And for her who has a flow of blood, and for anyman
or woman who has an unclean flow, and for him who has sex relations with a woman
when she is unclean.

16
1And the Lord said toMoses, after the death of the two sons of Aaronwhen they took

in strange fire before the Lord and death overtook them; 2The Lord said to Moses, Say
to Aaron, your brother, that he may not come at all times into the holy place inside the
veil, before the coverwhich is on the ark, for fear that deathmayovertakehim; for Iwill
be seen in the cloud on the cover of the ark. 3Let Aaron come into the holy place in this
way: with an ox for a sin-offering and amale sheep for a burned offering. 4Let him put
on theholy linen coat, and the linen trousers onhis body, and the linenband roundhim,
and the linen head-dress on his head; for this is holy clothing, and before he puts them
on his body is to be washed with water. 5And let him take from the children of Israel
two he-goats for a sin-offering and one male sheep for a burned offering. 6And Aaron
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is to give the ox of the sin-offering for himself, to make himself and his house free from
sin. 7Andhe is to take the two goats and put thembefore the Lord at the door of the Tent
of meeting. 8And Aaron will make selection from the two goats by the decision of the
Lord, one goat for the Lord and one for Azazel. 9And the goat which is marked out for
the Lord, let Aaron give for a sin-offering. 10But the goat for Azazel is to be placed living
before the Lord, for the taking away of sin, that it may be sent away for Azazel into the
waste land. 11And Aaron is to give the ox of the sin-offering for himself and take away
sin from himself and his house, and put to death the ox of the sin-offering which is for
himself. 12And he is to take a vessel full of burning coal from the altar before the Lord
and in his hand some sweet perfume crushed small, and take it inside the veil; 13And
let him put the perfume on the fire before the Lord so that the arkmay be coveredwith
a cloud of the smoke of the perfume, in order that death may not overtake him. 14And
let him take some of the blood of the ox, shaking drops of it from his finger on the cover
of the ark on the east side, and before it, seven times. 15 Then let him put to death the
goat of the sin-offering for the people, and take its blood inside the veil and dowith it as
he did with the blood of the ox, shaking drops of it on and before the cover of the ark.
16And let him make the holy place free from whatever is unclean among the children
of Israel and from their wrongdoing in all their sins; and let him do the same for the
Tent of meeting, which has its place among an unclean people. 17And no man may be
in the Tent of meeting from the time when Aaron goes in to take away sin in the holy
place till he comes out, having made himself and his house and all the people of Israel
free from sin. 18Andhe is to go out to the altarwhich is before the Lord andmake it free
from sin; and he is to take some of the blood of the ox and the blood of the goat and put
it on the horns of the altar and round it; 19Shaking drops of the blood fromhis finger on
it seven times to make it holy and clean from whatever is unclean among the children
of Israel. 20And when he has done whatever is necessary to make the holy place and
the Tent of meeting and the altar free from sin, let him put the living goat before the
Lord; 21 And Aaron, placing his two hands on the head of the living goat, will make a
public statement over him of all the evil doings of the children of Israel and all their
wrongdoing, in all their sins; and hewill put them on the head of the goat and send him
away, in the care of amanwhowill bewaiting there, into thewaste land. 22And the goat
will take all their sins into a land cut off frommen, and he will send the goat away into
the waste land. 23 Then let Aaron come into the Tent of meeting and take off the linen
clothing which he put on when he went into the holy place, and put them down there;
24And after bathing his body in water in a holy place, he is to put on his clothing and
come out and give his burned offering and the burned offering of the people, to take
away his sin and the sin of the people. 25And the fat of the sin-offering is to be burned
by him on the altar. 26And the man who takes away the goat for Azazel is to have his
clothing washed and his body bathed in water and then he may come back to the tent-
circle. 27And the ox of the sin-offering and the goat of the sin-offering, whose bloodwas
taken in to make the holy place free from sin, are to be taken away outside the tent-
circle and their skins and their flesh and their waste are to be burned with fire. 28And
the man by whom they are burned is to have his clothing washed and his body bathed
in water, and then he may come back to the tent-circle. 29 And let this be an order to
you for ever: in the seventh month, on the tenth day, you are to keep yourselves from
pleasure and do no sort of work, those who are Israelites by birth and those from other
lands who are living among you: 30For on this day your sin will be taken away and you
will be clean: you will be made free from all your sins before the Lord. 31 It is a special
Sabbath for you, and you are to keep yourselves from pleasure; it is an order for ever.
32And theman onwhose head the holy oil has been put, andwho has beenmarked out
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to be a priest in his father's place, will do what is necessary to take away sin, and will
put on the linen clothing, even the holy robes: 33And he will make the holy place and
the Tent of meeting and the altar free from sin; he will take away sin from the priests
and from all the people. 34And let this be an order for ever for you, so that the sin of
the children of Israel may be taken away once every year. And he did as the Lord gave
orders to Moses.

17
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Say to Aaron and to his sons and to all the children of

Israel: This is the orderwhich the Lord has given. 3 If anyman of Israel puts to death an
ox or a lamb or a goat, in or outside the tent-circle; 4And has not taken it to the door of
the Tent of meeting, to make an offering to the Lord, before the Lord's House, its blood
will be on him, for he has taken life, and he will be cut off from among his people: 5 So
that the children of Israel may take to the Lord, to the door of the Tent of meeting and
to the priest, the offerings which they have put to death in the open country, and that
they may make their peace-offerings to the Lord. 6And the priest will put blood on the
altar of the Lord at the door of the Tent of meeting, burning the fat for a sweet smell to
the Lord. 7And let them make no more offerings to evil spirits, after which they have
gone, turning away from the Lord. Let this be a law to them for ever, through all their
generations. 8And say to them, If any man of Israel, or any other living among them,
makes a burned offering or other offering, 9And does not take it to the door of the Tent
of meeting to make an offering to the Lord, that man will be cut off from among his
people. 10And if any man of Israel, or any other living among them, takes any sort of
blood for food, my wrath will be turned against that man and he will be cut off from
among his people. 11For the life of the flesh is in its blood; and I have given it to you on
the altar to take away your sin: for it is the bloodwhichmakes free from sin because of
the life in it. 12For this reason I have said to the children of Israel, No man among you,
or any others living with you, may take blood as food. 13And any man of Israel, or any
other living among them,who getswith his bowanybeast or bird used for food, is to see
that its blood is covered with earth. 14For the blood is the life of all flesh: and so I have
said to the children of Israel, You may not take any sort of blood as food, and any man
who does sowill be cut of. 15And anyonewho takes as food anythingwhich has come to
a natural end, or anything which has been put to death by beasts, if he is one of you by
birth, or of another nation, will have to have his clothing washed and his body bathed
in water and be unclean till evening, and then he will be clean. 16But if his clothing is
not washed and his body bathed, his sin will be on him.

18
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Say to the children of Israel, I am the Lord your God.

3 You may not do those things which were done in the land of Egypt where you were
living; and you may not do those things which are done in the land of Canaan where I
am taking you, or be guided in your behaviour by their rules. 4But you are to be guided
by my decisions and keep my rules, and be guided by them: I am the Lord your God.
5So keepmy rules andmy decisions, which, if aman does them, will be life to him: I am
the Lord. 6You may not have sex connection with anyone who is a near relation: I am
the Lord. 7Youmay not have sex relations with your father or yourmother: she is your
mother, you may not take her. 8And you may not have sex relations with your father's
wife: she is your father's. 9Youmay not take your sister, the daughter of your father or
of yourmother, wherever her birth took place, among you or in another country. 10You
may not have sex relations with your son's daughter or your daughter's daughter, for
they are part of yourself; 11Or your father's wife's daughter, the child of your father, for
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she is your sister. 12 You may not have sex connection with your father's sister, for she
is your father's near relation. 13 You may not have sex connection with your mother's
sister, for she is your mother's near relation. 14 You may not have sex relations with
the wife of your father's brother, for she is of your family; 15 Or with your daughter-
in-law, for she is your son's wife, and you may not take her. 16 You may not have sex
relations with your brother's wife, for she is your brother's. 17Youmay not take as wife
a woman and her daughter, or her son's daughter or her daughter's daughter, for they
are of one family: it is an act of shame. 18And you may not take as wife a woman and
at the same time her sister, to be in competition with her in her life-time. 19 And you
may not go near a woman or have sex relations with her when she is unclean, at her
regular time. 20Andyoumaynot have sex relationswith yourneighbour'swife,making
yourself unclean with her. 21And you may not make any of your children go through
the fire as an offering to Molech, and youmay not put shame on the name of your God:
I am the Lord. 22Youmay not have sex relations with men, as you do with women: it is
a disgusting thing. 23And youmay not have sex relations with a beast, making yourself
unclean with it; and a woman may not give herself to a beast: it is an unnatural act.
24Do not make yourself unclean in any of these ways; for so have those nations whom
I am driving out from before you made themselves unclean: 25And the land itself has
become unclean; so that I have sent on it the reward of its wrongdoing, and the land
itself puts out those who are living in it. 26 So then keep my rules and my decisions,
and do not do any of these disgusting things, those of youwho are Israelites by birth, or
any others who are living with you: 27 (For all these disgusting things were done by the
men of this country who were there before you, and the land has been made unclean
by them;) 28 So that the landmay not put you out from it, when youmake it unclean, as
it put out the nations which were there before you. 29For all those who do any of these
disgusting things will be cut off from among their people. 30 So then, keep my orders,
so that you may not do any of these disgusting things which were done before you, or
make yourselves unclean through them: I am the Lord your God.

19
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Say to all the people of Israel, You are to be holy, for

I, the Lord your God, am holy. 3 Let every man give honour to his mother and to his
father and keep my Sabbaths: I am the Lord your God. 4Do not go after false gods, and
do not make metal images of gods for yourselves: I am the Lord your God. 5And when
you give a peace offering to the Lord, do it in the way which is pleasing to the Lord.
6Let it be used for food on the same day on which it is offered, or on the day after; and
whatever is over on the third day is to be burned with fire. 7 If any of it is used for food
on the third day, it is a disgusting thing andwill not be pleasing to the Lord. 8And as for
anyone who takes it for food, his sin will be on him, for he has put shame on the holy
thing of the Lord: he will be cut off from his people. 9 And when you get in the grain
fromyour land, do not let all the grain be cut from the edges of the field, or take upwhat
has been dropped on the earth after the getting in of the grain. 10 And do not take all
the grapes from your vine-garden, or the fruit dropped on the earth; let the poor man,
and the man from another country, have these: I am the Lord your God. 11Do not take
anyone's property or be false in act orword to another. 12And do not take an oath inmy
name falsely, putting shame on the name of your God: I am the Lord. 13Do not be cruel
to your neighbour or take what is his; do not keep back a servant's payment from him
all night till the morning. 14Do not put a curse on those who have no hearing, or put a
cause of falling in the way of the blind, but keep the fear of your God before you: I am
the Lord. 15Donowrong in your judging: do not give thought to the position of the poor,
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orhonour to thepositionof the great; but bea judge to yourneighbour in righteousness.
16Donot go about saying untrue things among your people, or take away the life of your
neighbour by falsewitness: I am the Lord. 17Let there be no hate in your heart for your
brother; but youmaymake a protest to your neighbour, so that hemay be stopped from
doing evil. 18Do not make attempts to get equal with one who has done you wrong, or
keephard feelings against the childrenof yourpeople, buthave love for yourneighbour
as for yourself: I am the Lord. 19Keepmy laws. Do not let your cattle have offspring by
those of a different sort; do not put mixed seed into your field; do not put on a robe
made of two sorts of cloth. 20 If any man has sex relations with a servant-woman who
has given her word to be married to a man, and has not been made free for a price or
in any otherway, the thingwill be looked into; but theywill not be put to death because
she was not a free woman. 21 Let him take his offering for wrongdoing to the Lord, to
the door of the Tent ofmeeting; let himgive amale sheep as an offering forwrongdoing.
22And the priest will take away his sin before the Lord with the sheep which is offered
for his wrongdoing, and he will have forgiveness for the sin which he has done. 23And
when you have come into the land, and have put in all sorts of fruit-trees, their fruit
will be as if they had not had circumcision, and for three years their fruit may not be
used for food. 24And in the fourth year all the fruit will be holy as a praise-offering to
the Lord. 25 But in the fifth year you may take the fruit and the increase of it for your
food: I am the Lord your God. 26Nothing may be used for food with its blood in it; you
may not make use of strange arts, or go in search of signs and wonders. 27 The ends
of the hair round your face and on your chin may not be cut off. 28 You may not make
cuts in your flesh in respect for the dead, or have marks printed on your bodies: I am
the Lord. 29Do notmake your daughter common by letting her become a loosewoman,
for fear that the landmay become full of shame. 30Keepmy Sabbaths and have respect
for my holy place: I am the Lord. 31Do not go after those who make use of spirits, or
wonder-workers; do not go in their ways or become unclean through them: I am the
Lord your God. 32Get up from your seats before the white-haired, and give honour to
the old, and let the fear of your God be before you: I am the Lord. 33And if a man from
another country is living in your land with you, do not make life hard for him; 34 Let
him be to you as one of your countrymen and have love for him as for yourself; for
youwere living in a strange land, in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God. 35Donot
make false decisions inquestions of yard-sticks andweights andmeasures. 36Have true
scales, true weights andmeasures for all things: I am the Lord your God, who took you
out of the land of Egypt; 37You are to keep all my rules andmy decisions and do them: I
am the Lord.

20
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2Again, say to the children of Israel, If any man of the

children of Israel, or any other man living in Israel, gives his offspring to Molech, he
is certainly to be put to death: he is to be stoned by the people of the land; 3 And my
face will be turned against that man, and he will be cut off from his people; because he
has given his offspring to Molech, making my holy place unclean, and making my holy
name common. 4 And if the people of the land do not take note of that man when he
gives his offspring toMolech, and do not put him to death, 5Thenmy facewill be turned
against him and his family, and he and all those who do evil with him will be cut off
from among their people. 6And whoever goes after those who make use of spirits and
wonder-workers, doing evil with them, against himwill my face be turned, and he will
be cut off from among his people. 7Somake and keep yourselves holy, for I am the Lord
your God. 8And keepmy rules and do them: I am the Lord, whomake you holy. 9Every
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man cursing his father or hismother is certainly to be put to death; because of his curse
on his father or his mother, his blood will be on him. 10And if a man has sex relations
with another man's wife, even the wife of his neighbour, he and she are certainly to be
put to death. 11And themanwho has sex relations with his father's wife has put shame
on his father: the two of them are to be put to death; their bloodwill be on them. 12And
if aman has sex relationswith his son's wife, the two of them are to be put to death: it is
unnatural; their bloodwill be on them. 13And if amanhas sex relationswith aman, the
two of them have done a disgusting thing: let them be put to death; their blood will be
on them. 14And if aman takes aswife awoman and hermother, it is an act of shame; let
them be burned with fire, all three of them, so that there may be no shame among you.
15And if a man has sex relations with a beast, let him be put to death, and let the beast
be put to destruction. 16And if a woman goes near a beast and has sex relations with it,
you will put an end to the woman and the beast: their blood will be on them. 17And if
a man takes his sister, daughter of his father or his mother, and has sex relations with
her and she with him, it is an act of shame: they are to be cut off before the children of
their people; he has had sex relationswith his sister, and his sinwill be on him. 18And if
a man has sex relations with a woman at the time when she is unwell, he has seen her
fountain and she has let the fountain of her blood be uncovered, and the two of them
are to be cut off fromamong their people. 19And youmay not have sex connectionwith
yourmother's sister or your father's sister, for they are his near relations: their sin will
be on them. 20And if amanhas sex relationswith thewife of his father's brother, he has
put shame on his father's brother: their sin will be on them; till the day of their death
they will have no children. 21And if a man takes his brother's wife, it is an unclean act;
he has put shame on his brother; they will have no children. 22 So then, keep my rules
and my decisions and do them, so that the land which I am giving you as your resting-
place may not violently send you out again. 23And do not keep the rules of the nations
which I am driving out before you; for they did all these things, and for that reasonmy
soul was turned against them. 24 But I have said to you, You will take their land and I
will give it to you for your heritage, a land flowing with milk and honey: I am the Lord
yourGodwhohavemade you separate fromall other peoples. 25So then,make division
between the clean beast and the unclean, and between the clean bird and the unclean:
do not make yourselves disgusting by any beast or bird or anything which goes flat on
the earth, which has been marked by me as unclean for you. 26And you are to be holy
tome; for I the Lord amholy and havemade you separate from the nations, so that you
may bemy people. 27Anyman orwomanwhomakes use of spirits, orwho is awonder-
worker, is to be put to death: they are to be stoned with stones: their blood will be on
them.

21
1And the Lord said to Moses, Say to the priests, the sons of Aaron, Let no man make

himself unclean for the dead among his people; 2But only for his near relations, for his
motherorhis father, his sonorhisdaughter, andhisbrother; 3And forhis sister, a virgin,
for she is his near relation andhashadnohusband, hemaymakehimself unclean. 4But
let him, being a chief among his people, not make himself unclean in such a way as to
put shame on himself. 5They are not to have their hair cut off for the dead, or the hair
on their chins cut short, or make cuts in their flesh. 6Let them be holy to their God and
notmake thenameof theirGod common; for thefire offerings of theLordand thebread
of their God are offered by them, and they are to be holy. 7 They may not take as wife
a loose or common woman, or one who has been put away by her husband: for the
priest is holy to his God. 8And he is to be holy in your eyes, for by him the bread of your
God is offered; he is to be holy in your eyes, for I the Lord, whomake you holy, am holy.
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9And if the daughter of a priestmakes herself commonandbyher loose behaviour puts
shameonher father, let her be burnedwith fire. 10Andhewho is the chief priest among
his brothers, on whose head the holy oil has been put, who is marked out to put on the
holy robes, may not let his hair go loose or have his clothing out of order as a sign of
sorrow. 11He may not go near any dead body or make himself unclean for his father
or his mother; 12He may not go out of the holy place or make the holy place of his God
common; for the crown of the holy oil of his God is on him: I am the Lord. 13And let him
take as his wife one who has not had relations with a man. 14A widow, or one whose
husbandhasput her away, or a commonwomanof loosebehaviour,maynot be thewife
of a priest; but let him take a virgin from among his people. 15And hemay notmake his
seed unclean among his people, for I the Lord havemade himholy. 16And the Lord said
toMoses, 17Say toAaron, If amanof your family, in any generation, is damaged in body,
let himnot comenear tomake theofferingof thebreadofhisGod. 18Foranymanwhose
body is damagedmay not come near: one who is blind, or has not the use of his legs, or
one who has a broken nose or any unnatural growth, 19Or a man with broken feet or
hands, 20Or one whose back is bent, or one who is unnaturally small, or one who has
a damaged eye, or whose skin is diseased, or whose sex parts are damaged; 21No man
of the offspring of Aaronwhose body is damaged in anywaymay come near to give the
fire offerings of the Lord: he is damaged, he may not come near to make the offerings.
22He may take of the bread of God, the holy and the most holy; 23 But he may not go
inside the veil or come near the altar, because he is damaged; and hemay not makemy
holy places common; for I the Lord havemade themholy. 24These are thewordswhich
Moses said to Aaron and to his sons and to all the children of Israel.

22
1And theLord said toMoses, 2Give orders toAaronand tohis sons to keep themselves

separate from the holy things of the children of Israel which they give to me, and not
to make my holy name common: I am the Lord, 3 Say to them, If any man of all your
seed through all your generations, being unclean, comes near the holy thingswhich the
childrenof Israelmakeholy to theLord, hewill be cut off frombeforeme: I am theLord.
4Nomanof the seedofAaronwho is a leper, orwhohasaflowfromhisbody,may takeof
the holy food till he is clean. And anyman touching anythingwhich is unclean because
of the dead, or any man whose seed goes from him; 5Or anyone touching any unclean
thing which goes flat on the earth, or someone by whom he may be made unclean in
any way whatever; 6 Any person touching any such unclean thing will be unclean till
evening, andmay not take of the holy food till his flesh has been bathed in water; 7And
when the sun has gone down he will be clean; and after that he may take part in the
holy food, because it is his bread. 8That which comes to a natural death, or is attacked
by beasts, he may not take as food, for it will make him unclean: I am the Lord. 9 So
then, let them keep what I have put into their care, for fear that sin may come on them
because of it, so causing their death because they havemade it common: I am the Lord,
who make them holy. 10No outside person may take of the holy food, or one living as
a guest in the priest's house, or a servant working for payment. 11 But any person for
whom the priest has given money, to make him his, may take of it with him; and those
who come to birth in his housemay take of his bread. 12And if the daughter of a priest is
married to an outside person shemay not take of the holy things which are lifted up as
offerings. 13But if a priest's daughter is a widow, or parted from her husband, and has
no child, andhas comeback toher father's house aswhen shewas a girl, shemay take of
her father's bread; but no outside personmay do so. 14And if aman takes the holy food
in error, hewill have to give the holy thing back to the priest, with the addition of a fifth
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part. 15 And they may not make common the holy things which the children of Israel
give to the Lord, 16 So causing sin to come on themwhen they take their holy things for
food: I am the Lordwhomake them holy. 17And the Lord said toMoses, 18Say to Aaron
and to his sons and to all the children of Israel, If any man of the children of Israel, or
of another nation living in Israel, makes an offering, given because of an oath or freely
given to the Lord for a burned offering; 19So that it may be pleasing to the Lord, let him
give a male, without any mark, from among the oxen or the sheep or the goats. 20 But
anything which has amark youmay not give; it will not make you pleasing to the Lord.
21And whoever makes a peace-offering to the Lord, in payment of an oath or as a free
offering, from the herd or the flock, if it is to be pleasing to the Lord, let it be free from
anymark or damage. 22Anything blind or broken or damaged or having any disease or
any mark on it may not be offered to the Lord; you may not make an offering of it by
fire on the altar to the Lord. 23An ox or a lamb which has more or less than its natural
parts, may be given as a free offering; but it will not be taken in payment of an oath.
24An animal which has its sex parts damaged or crushed or broken or cut, may not be
offered to the Lord; such a thing may not be done anywhere in your land. 25And from
onewho is not an Israelite youmay not take any of these for an offering to the Lord; for
they are unclean, there is a mark on them, and the Lord will not be pleased with them.
26And the Lord said to Moses, 27When an ox or a sheep or a goat is given birth, let it be
with its mother for seven days; and after the eighth day it may be taken as an offering
made by fire to the Lord. 28 A cow or a sheep may not be put to death with its young
on the same day. 29And when you make an offering of praise to the Lord, make it in a
waywhich is pleasing to him. 30Let it be used for food on the same day; do not keep any
part of it till the morning: I am the Lord. 31 So then, keep my orders and do them: I am
the Lord. 32And do notmakemy holy name common; so that it may be kept holy by the
children of Israel: I am the Lord whomake you holy, 33Who took you out of the land of
Egypt that I might be your God: I am the Lord.

23
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Say to the children of Israel, These are the fixed feasts

of the Lord, which you will keep for holy meetings: these are my feasts. 3On six days
work may be done; but the seventh day is a special day of rest, a time for worship; you
may do no sort of work: it is a Sabbath to the Lord wherever youmay be living. 4These
are the fixed feasts of the Lord, the holy days of worship which you will keep at their
regular times. 5 In the firstmonth, on the fourteenth day of themonth at nightfall, is the
Lord's Passover; 6And on the fifteenth day of the samemonth is the feast of unleavened
bread; for seven days let your food be unleavened bread. 7 On the first day you will
have a holy meeting; you may do no sort of field-work. 8And every day for seven days
you will give a burned offering to the Lord; and on the seventh day there will be a holy
meeting; youmay do no field-work. 9And the Lord said to Moses, 10 Say to the children
of Israel, When you have come to the land which I will give you, and have got in the
grain from its fields, take some of the first-fruits of the grain to the priest; 11And let the
grain be waved before the Lord, so that you may be pleasing to him; on the day after
the Sabbath let it be waved by the priest. 12And on the day of the waving of the grain,
you are to give a male lamb of the first year, without any mark, for a burned offering
to the Lord. 13 And let the meal offering with it be two tenth parts of an ephah of the
best meal mixed with oil, an offering made by fire to the Lord for a sweet smell; and
the drink offering with it is to be of wine, the fourth part of a hin. 14And you may take
no bread or dry grain or new grain for food till the very day on which you have given
the offering for your God: this is a rule for ever through all your generations wherever



Leviticus 23:15 111 Leviticus 23:44

you are living. 15And let seven full weeks be numbered from the day after the Sabbath,
the day when you give the grain for the wave offering; 16Let fifty days be numbered, to
the day after the seventh Sabbath; then you are to give a newmeal offering to the Lord.
17Take fromyour houses two cakes of bread,made of a fifth part of an ephah of the best
meal, cookedwith leaven, to bewaved for first-fruits to the Lord. 18Andwith the bread,
take seven lambs of the first year, without any marks, and one ox and two male sheep,
to be a burned offering to the Lord, with their meal offering and their drink offerings,
an offering of a sweet smell made by fire to the Lord. 19And you are to give one male
goat for a sin-offering and two male lambs of the first year for peace-offerings. 20And
these will be waved by the priest, with the bread of the first-fruits, for a wave offering
to the Lord, with the two lambs: they will be holy to the Lord for the priest. 21And on
the same day, let it be given out that there will be a holy meeting for you: you may do
no field-work on that day: it is a rule for ever through all your generations wherever
you are living. 22And when you get in the grain from your land, do not let all the grain
at the edges of the field be cut, and do not take up the grain which has been dropped in
the field; let that be for the poor, and for the man from another country: I am the Lord
your God. 23And the Lord said to Moses, 24 Say to the children of Israel, In the seventh
month, on the first day of the month, let there be a special day of rest for you, a day of
memory, marked by the blowing of horns, a meeting for worship. 25Do no field-work
and give to the Lord an offeringmade byfire. 26And the Lord said toMoses, 27The tenth
day of this seventh month is the day for the taking away of sin; let it be a holy day of
worship; you are to keep from pleasure, and give to the Lord an offering made by fire.
28And on that day youmay do no sort of work, for it is a day of taking away sin, tomake
you clean before the Lord your God. 29 For any person, whoever he may be, who takes
his pleasure on that daywill be cut off fromhis people. 30And if anyperson,whoever he
may be, on that day does any sort of work, I will send destruction on him from among
his people. 31Youmay not do any sort of work: this is an order for ever through all your
generations wherever you may be living. 32Let this be a Sabbath of special rest to you,
and keep yourselves from all pleasure; on the ninth day of the month at nightfall from
evening to evening, let this Sabbath be kept. 33And the Lord said to Moses, 34 Say to the
children of Israel, On thefifteenthday of this seventhmonth let the feast of tents be kept
to the Lord for seven days. 35On the first day there will be a holy meeting: do no field-
work. 36Every day for seven days give an offering made by fire to the Lord; and on the
eighth day there is to be a holy meeting, when you are to give an offering made by fire
to the Lord; this is a special holy day: you may do no field-work on that day. 37 These
are the fixed feasts of the Lord, to be kept by you as holy days ofworship, formaking an
offering byfire to the Lord; a burned offering, ameal offering, an offering of beasts, and
drink offerings; every one on its special day; 38 In addition to the Sabbaths of the Lord,
and in addition to the things you give and the oaths you make and the free offerings
to the Lord. 39But on the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when you have got in all
the fruits of the land, you will keep the feast of the Lord for seven days: the first day
will be a Sabbath, and the eighth day the same. 40On the first day, take the fruit of fair
trees, branches of palm-trees, and branches of thick trees and trees from the riverside,
and be glad before the Lord for seven days. 41And let this feast be kept before the Lord
for seven days in the year: it is a rule for ever from generation to generation; in the
seventh month let it be kept. 42For seven days you will be living in tents; all those who
are Israelites by birth are tomake tents their living-places: 43So that future generations
may keep in mind how I gave the children of Israel tents as their living-places when I
took them out of the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God. 44AndMosesmade clear to
the children of Israel the orders about the fixed feasts of the Lord.
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24
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2Give orders to the children of Israel to give you clean

olive oil for the light, so that a light may be burning at all times, 3Outside the veil of the
ark in the Tent of meeting; let Aaron see that it is burning from evening till morning at
all times before the Lord: it is a rule for ever through all your generations. 4Let Aaron
put the lights in order on the support before the Lord at all times. 5And take the best
meal andmake twelve cakes of it, a fifth part of an ephah in every cake. 6And put them
in two lines, six in a line, on the holy table before the Lord. 7And on the lines of cakes
put clean sweet-smelling spices, for a sign on the bread, an offering made by fire to the
Lord. 8 Every Sabbath day regularly, the priest is to put it in order before the Lord: it
is offered for the children of Israel, an agreement made for ever. 9 And it will be for
Aaron and his sons; they are to take it for food in a holy place: it is the most holy of
all the offerings made by fire to the Lord, a rule for ever. 10 And a son of an Israelite
woman, whose father was an Egyptian, went out among the children of Israel and had
a fight with a man of Israel by the tents; 11And the son of the Israelite woman said evil
against the holy Name, with curses; and they took him to Moses. His mother's name
was Shelomith, the daughter of Dibri, of the tribe of Dan. 12And they kept him shut up,
till a decision might be given by the mouth of the Lord. 13And the Lord said to Moses,
14 Take the curser outside the tent-circle; and let all in whose hearing the words were
said put their hands on his head, and let him be stoned by all the people. 15And say to
the children of Israel, As for any man cursing God, his sin will be on his head. 16 And
he who says evil against the name of the Lord will certainly be put to death; he will be
stonedbyall thepeople; themanwho isnot of yournationandonewho is an Israelite by
birth, whoever says evil against the holy Name is to be put to death. 17And anyonewho
takes another's life is certainly to be put to death. 18And anyone wounding a beast and
causing its death, will have tomake payment for it: a life for a life. 19And if a man does
damage to his neighbour, as he has done, so let it be done to him; 20Wound for wound,
eye for eye, tooth for tooth; whatever damage he has done, so let it be done to him. 21He
who puts a beast to deathwill have tomake payment for it; he who puts aman to death
will himself be put to death. 22You are to have the same law for amanof another nation
living among you as for an Israelite; for I am the Lord yourGod. 23AndMoses said these
words to the children of Israel, and they took the man who had been cursing outside
the tent-circle and had him stoned. The children of Israel did as the Lord gave orders to
Moses.

25
1And the Lord said toMoses onMount Sinai, 2Say to the children of Israel,When you

come into the land which I will give you, let the land keep a Sabbath to the Lord. 3 For
six years put seed into your land, and for six years give care to your vines and get in the
produce of them; 4But let the seventh year be a Sabbath of rest for the land, a Sabbath
to the Lord; do not put seed into your land or have your vines cut. 5That which comes
to growth of itself may not be cut, and the grapes of your uncared-for vines may not
be taken off; let it be a year of rest for the land. 6And the Sabbath of the land will give
food for you and your man-servant and your woman-servant and those working for
payment, and for those of another country who are living among you; 7 And for your
cattle and the beasts on the land; all the natural increase of the land will be for food.
8And let seven Sabbaths of years be numbered to you, seven times seven years; even
the days of seven Sabbaths of years, that is forty-nine years; 9Then let the loud horn be
sounded far andwide on the tenth day of the seventhmonth; on the day of taking away
sin let the horn be sounded through all your land. 10 And let this fiftieth year be kept
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holy, and say publicly that everyone in the land is free from debt: it is the Jubilee, and
every man may go back to his heritage and to his family. 11 Let this fiftieth year be the
Jubilee: no seed may be planted, and that which comes to growth of itself may not be
cut, and the grapesmay not be taken from the uncared-for vines. 12For it is the Jubilee,
and it is holy to you; your food will be the natural increase of the field. 13 In this year of
Jubilee, let everyman go back to his heritage. 14And in the business of trading goods for
money, donowrong tooneanother. 15Let yourexchangeof goodswithyourneighbours
have relation to the number of years after the year of Jubilee, and the number of times
the earth has given her produce. 16 If the number of years is great, the price will be
increased, and if the number of years is small, the pricewill be less, for it is the produce
of a certain number of years which the man is giving you. 17And do no wrong, one to
another, but let the fear of your God be before you; for I am the Lord your God. 18 So
keep my rules andmy decisions and do them, and you will be safe in your land. 19And
the land will give her fruit, and you will have food in full measure and be safe in the
land. 20 And if you say, Where will our food come from in the seventh year, when we
may not put in seed, or get in the increase 21Then I will send my blessing on you in the
sixth year, and the land will give fruit enough for three years. 22And in the eighth year
youwill put in your seed, and get your food from the old stores, till the fruit of the ninth
year is ready. 23No exchange of land may be for ever, for the land is mine, and you are
asmy guests, livingwithme for a time. 24Wherever there is property in land, the owner
is to have the right of getting it back. 25 If your brother becomes poor, and has to give up
some of his land for money, his nearest relation may come and get back that which his
brother has given up. 26And if he has no one to get it back for him, and later he himself
gets wealth and has enough money to get it back; 27Then let him take into account the
years from the time when he gave it up, and make up the loss for the rest of the years
to himwho took it, and so get back his property. 28But if he is not able to get it back for
himself, then it will be kept by himwho gave a price for it, till the year of Jubilee; and in
that year it will go back to its first owner and he will have his property again. 29And if
a man gives his house in a walled town for money, he has the right to get it back for the
space of a full year after he has given it up. 30And if he does not get it back by the end
of the year, then the house in the town will become the property of him who gave the
money for it, and of his children for ever; it will not go from him in the year of Jubilee.
31But houses in small unwalled townswill be the same as property in the country; they
may be got back, and they will go back to their owners in the year of Jubilee. 32But the
houses in the towns of the Levites may be got back by the Levites at any time. 33And if
a Levite does not give money to get back his property, his house in the townwhich was
exchanged formoneywill come back to him in the year of Jubilee. For the houses of the
towns of the Levites are their property among the children of Israel. 34But the land on
the outskirts of their townsmay not be exchanged formoney, for it is their property for
ever. 35And if your brother becomes poor and is not able tomake a living, then you are
to keep him with you, helping him as you would a man from another country who is
living among you. 36Take no interest from him, inmoney or in goods, but have the fear
of your God before you, and let your brother make a living among you. 37Do not take
interest on themoneywhich you let himhave or on the foodwhich you give him. 38 I am
the Lord your God, who took you out of the land of Egypt to give you the land of Canaan,
that I might be your God. 39And if your brother becomes poor and gives himself to you
formoney, do notmake use of him like a servant who is your property; 40But let him be
with you as a servantworking for payment, till the year of Jubilee; 41Thenhewill go out
from you, he and his children with him, and go back to his family and to the property
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of his fathers. 42For they aremy servants whom I took out from the land of Egypt; they
maynot become the property of another. 43Donot be ahardmaster to him, but have the
fear of God before you. 44But youmay get servants as property fromamong the nations
round about; from them you may take men-servants and women-servants. 45 And in
addition, you may get, for money, servants from among the children of other nations
who are livingwith you, and from their familieswhich have come to birth in your land;
and these will be your property. 46And they will be your children's heritage after you,
to keep as their property; they will be your servants for ever; but you may not be hard
masters to your countrymen, the children of Israel. 47And if one from another nation
livingamongyougetswealth, andyourcountryman, athis side, becomespoorandgives
himself formoney to theman fromanothernationor to oneof his family; 48After hehas
given himself he has the right to be made free, for a price, by one of his brothers, 49Or
his father's brother, or the son of his father's brother, or any near relation; or if he gets
money, hemaymakehimself free. 50And let the yearsbenumbered from the timewhen
he gave himself to his owner till the year of Jubilee, and the price given for himwill be
in relation to the number of years, on the scale of the payment of a servant. 51 If there is
still a long time, he will give back, on account of it, a part of the price which was given
for him. 52And if there is only a short time, he will take account of it with his master,
and in relation to the number of years he will give back the price of making him free.
53And hewill be with him as a servant working for payment year by year; hismaster is
not to be cruel to him before your eyes. 54And if he is not made free in this way, he will
go out in the year of Jubilee, he and his children with him. 55 For the children of Israel
are servants to me; they aremy servants whom I took out of the land of Egypt: I am the
Lord your God.

26
1Do not make images of false gods, or put up an image cut in stone or a pillar or any

pictured stone in your land, to give worship to it; for I am the Lord your God. 2 Keep
my Sabbaths and give honour to my holy place: I am the Lord. 3 If you are guided by
my rules, and keep my laws and do them, 4 Then I will give you rain at the right time,
and the land will give her increase and the trees of the field will give their fruit; 5And
the crushing of the grain will overtake the cutting of the grapes, and the cutting of the
grapes will overtake the planting of the seed, and there will be bread in full measure,
and you will be living in your land safely. 6And I will give you peace in the land, and
you will take your rest and no one will give you cause for fear; and I will put an end to
all evil beasts in the land, and no sword ofwarwill go through your land. 7And youwill
put to flight those who are against you, and they will be put to death by your swords.
8Then five of youwill put to flight a hundred, and a hundred of youwill put to flight ten
thousand, and all who are against you will be put to death by your swords. 9And I will
have pleasure in you and make you fertile and greater in number; and I will keep my
agreementwith you. 10And old stores long kept will be your food, and youwill take out
the old because of the new; 11And Iwill putmyholyHouse among you, andmy soulwill
not be turned away from you in disgust. 12And I will be present among you andwill be
your God and youwill bemy people. 13 I am the Lord your God, who took you out of the
land of Egypt so that you might not be servants to them; by me the cords of your yoke
were broken and I made you go upright. 14But if you do not give ear to me, and do not
keep all these my laws; 15And if you go against my rules and if you have hate in your
souls for my decisions and you do not do all my orders, but go against my agreement;
16This will I do to you: I will put fear in your hearts, even wasting disease and burning
pain, dryingup the eyes andmaking the soul feeble, andyouwill get noprofit fromyour
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seed, for your haters will take it for food. 17And my face will be turned from you, and
youwill be broken before thosewho are against you, and your haterswill become your
rulers, and youwill go in flightwhennoman comes after you. 18And if, even after these
things, you will not give ear to me, then I will send you punishment seven times more
for your sins. 19 And the pride of your strength will be broken, and I will make your
heaven as iron and your earth as brass; 20 And your strength will be used up without
profit; for your land will not give her increase and the trees of the field will not give
their fruit. 21And if you still go against me and will not give ear to me, I will put seven
timesmore punishments on you because of your sins. 22 I will let loose the beasts of the
field among you, and they will take away your children and send destruction on your
cattle, so that your numbers will become small and your roads become waste. 23And
if by these things you will not be turned to me, but still go against me; 24 Then I will
go against you, and I will give you punishment, I myself, seven times for all your sins.
25 And I will send a sword on you to give effect to the punishment of my agreement;
and when you come together into your towns I will send disease among you and you
will be given up into the hands of your haters. 26When I take away your bread of life,
ten womenwill be cooking bread in one oven, and your bread will bemeasured out by
weight; youwill have food but never enough. 27And if, after all this, you do not give ear
to me, but go against me still, 28 Then my wrath will be burning against you, and I will
give you punishment, I myself, seven times for your sins. 29Then youwill take the flesh
of your sons and the flesh of your daughters for food; 30And I will send destruction on
your high places, overturning your perfume altars, and will put your dead bodies on
your broken images, andmy soul will be turned from you in disgust. 31And I will make
your towns waste and send destruction on your holy places; I will take no pleasure in
the smell of your sweetperfumes; 32And Iwillmakeyour landawaste, awonder toyour
haters living in it. 33And Iwill send you out in all directions among the nations, andmy
sword will be uncovered against you, and your land will be without any living thing,
and your towns will be made waste. 34Then will the land take pleasure in its Sabbaths
while it is waste and you are living in the land of your haters; then will the land have
rest. 35 All the days while it is waste will the land have rest, such rest as it never had
in your Sabbaths, when you were living in it. 36And as for the rest of you, I will make
their hearts feeble in the land of their haters, and the sound of a leafmoved by thewind
will send them in flight, and theywill go in flight as from the sword, falling downwhen
no one comes after them; 37 Falling on one another, as before the sword, when no one
comes after them; youwill give way before your haters. 38And death will overtake you
among strange nations, and the land of your haters will be your destruction. 39 And
those of you who are still living will be wasting away in their sins in the land of your
haters; in the sins of their fathers they will be wasting away. 40And they will have grief
for their sins and for the sins of their fathers, when their hearts were untrue tome, and
they went against me; 41 So that I went against them and sent them away into the land
of their haters: if then the pride of their hearts is broken and they take the punishment
of their sins, 42 Then I will keep in mind the agreement which I made with Jacob and
with Isaac and with Abraham, and I will keep in mind the land. 43And the land, while
she is without them, will keep her Sabbaths; and they will undergo the punishment of
their sins, because they were turned away from my decisions and in their souls was
hate for my laws. 44But for all that, when they are in the land of their haters I will not
let them go, or be turned away from them, or give them up completely; my agreement
with themwill not be broken, for I am the Lord their God. 45And because of them I will
keep in mind the agreement which I made with their fathers, whom I took out of the
land of Egypt before the eyes of the nations, to be their God: I am the Lord. 46These are
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the rules, decisions, and laws, which the Lord made between himself and the children
of Israel in Mount Sinai, by the hand of Moses.

27
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Say to the children of Israel, If a man makes a special

oath, you will give your decision as to the value of the persons for the Lord. 3And you
will put the value of amale from twenty years to sixty years old at fifty shekels of silver,
by the scale of the holy place. 4 And if it is a female, the value will be thirty shekels.
5And if the person is from five to twenty years old, the value will be twenty shekels for
a male, and ten for a female. 6 And if the person is from one month to five years old,
then the value for a male will be five shekels of silver, and for a female three shekels.
7And for sixty years old and over, for a male the value will be fifteen shekels, and for a
female, ten. 8But if he is poorer than the valuewhich you have put on him, then let him
be taken to the priest, and the priest will put a value on him, such as it is possible for
him to give. 9And if it is a beast of whichmenmake offerings to the Lord, whatever any
man gives of such to the Lord will be holy. 10 It may not be changed in any way, a good
given for a bad, or a bad for a good; if one beast is changed for another, the two will be
holy. 11And if it is any unclean beast, of which offerings are not made to the Lord, then
let him take the beast before the priest; 12And let the priest put a value on it, if it is good
or bad; whatever value the priest puts on it, so will it be. 13But if he has a desire to get
it back for himself, let him give a fifth more than your value. 14And if a man has given
his house as holy to the Lord, then the priest will put a value on it, if it is good or bad;
as the priest gives decision so will the value be fixed. 15And if the owner has a desire to
get back his house, let him give a fifth more than your value, and it will be his. 16And
if a man gives to the Lord part of the field which is his property, then let your value be
in relation to the seed which is planted in it; a measure of barley grain will be valued
at fifty shekels of silver. 17 If he gives his field from the year of Jubilee, the value will be
fixed by your decision. 18 But if he gives his field after the year of Jubilee, the amount
of themoney will be worked out by the priest in relation to the number of years till the
coming year of Jubilee, and the necessary amount will be taken off your value. 19And
if the man who has given the field has a desire to get it back, let him give a fifth more
than the price at which it was valued and it will be his. 20But if he has no desire to get
it back, or if he has given it for a price to another man, it may not be got back again.
21But the field, when it becomes free at the year of Jubilee, will be holy to the Lord, as a
field given under oath: it will be the property of the priest. 22And if a man gives to the
Lord a field which he has got formoney from another, which is not part of his heritage;
23 Then the value fixed by you up to the year of Jubilee will be worked out for him by
the priest, and in that day he will give the amount of your value as holy to the Lord.
24 In the year of Jubilee the field will go back to him fromwhom he got it, that is, to him
whose heritage itwas. 25And let all your values be based on the shekel of the holy place,
that is, twenty gerahs to the shekel. 26 But a man may not give by oath to the Lord the
first-fruits of cattle which are offered to the Lord: if it is an ox or a sheep it is the Lord's.
27 And if it is an unclean beast, then the owner of it may give money to get it back, in
agreement with the value fixed by you, by giving a fifth more; or if it is not taken back,
let it be given for money in agreement with your valuing. 28But nothing which a man
has given completely to the Lord, out of all his property, of man or beast, or of the land
which is his heritage, may be given away or got back in exchange for money; anything
completely given ismost holy to the Lord. 29Anyman given completely to the Lordmay
not be got back: he is certainly to be put to death. 30And every tenth part of the land, of
the seed planted, or of the fruit of trees, is holy to the Lord. 31And if a man has a desire
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to get back any of the tenth part which he has given, let him give a fifth more. 32And a
tenth part of the herd and of the flock, whatever goes under the rod of the valuer, will
be holy to the Lord. 33He may not make search to see if it is good or bad, or make any
changes in it; and if he makes exchange of it for another, the two will be holy; he will
not get them back again. 34 These are the orders which the Lord gave to Moses for the
children of Israel in Mount Sinai.
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The Fourth Book of Moses,
Commonly Called
Numbers

1 And the Lord said to Moses in the waste land of Sinai, in the Tent of meeting, on
the first day of the second month, in the second year after they came out of the land of
Egypt, 2 Take the full number of the children of Israel, by their families, and by their
fathers' houses, every male by name; 3All those of twenty years old and over, who are
able to go to war in Israel, are to be numbered by you and Aaron. 4 And to give you
help, take one man from every tribe, the head of his father's house. 5 These are the
names of those who are to be your helpers: from Reuben, Elizur, the son of Shedeur;
6 From Simeon, Shelumiel, the son of Zurishaddai; 7 From Judah, Nahshon, the son of
Amminadab; 8From Issachar, Nethanel, the son of Zuar; 9From Zebulun, Eliab, the son
of Helon; 10Of the children of Joseph: from Ephraim, Elishama, the son of Ammihud;
from Manasseh, Gamaliel, the son of Pedahzur, 11 From Benjamin, Abidan, the son of
Gideoni; 12From Dan, Ahiezer, the son of Ammi-shaddai; 13From Asher, Pagiel, the son
of Ochran; 14 From Gad, Eliasaph, the son of Reuel; 15 From Naphtali, Ahira, the son of
Enan. 16These are the men named out of all the people, chiefs of their fathers' houses,
heads of the tribes of Israel. 17 And Moses and Aaron took these men, marked out by
name; 18And they got together all the people on the first day of the second month; and
everyone made clear his family and his father's house, by the number of the names,
from twenty years old and over. 19 As the Lord had given orders to Moses, so they
were numbered by him in the waste place of Sinai. 20 The generations of the sons of
Reuben, the oldest son of Israel, were numbered by their families and their fathers'
houses, every male of twenty years old and over, who was able to go to war; 21 Forty-
six thousand, five hundred of the tribe of Reuben were numbered. 22 The generations
of the sons of Simeonwere numbered by their families and their fathers' houses, every
male of twenty years old and over, who was able to go to war; 23 Fifty-nine thousand,
three hundred of the tribe of Simeonwere numbered. 24The generations of the sons of
Gad were numbered by their families and their fathers' houses, every male of twenty
years old and over who was able to go to war; 25 Forty-five thousand, six hundred and
fifty of the tribe of Gad were numbered. 26 The generations of the sons of Judah were
numbered by their families and their fathers' houses, every male of twenty years old
and over who was able to go to war; 27 Seventy-four thousand, six hundred of the tribe
of Judah were numbered. 28 The generations of the sons of Issachar were numbered
by their families and their fathers' houses, every male of twenty years old and over
who was able to go to war; 29Fifty-four thousand, four hundred of the tribe of Issachar
were numbered. 30 The generations of the sons of Zebulun were numbered by their
families and their fathers' houses, every male of twenty years old and over who was
able to go to war; 31 Fifty-seven thousand, four hundred of the tribe of Zebulun were
numbered. 32 The generations of the sons of Joseph were numbered by their families
and their fathers' houses, every male of twenty years old and over who was able to go
to war; 33Forty thousand, five hundred of the tribe of Ephraimwere numbered. 34The
generations of the sons ofManassehwerenumberedby their families and their fathers'
houses, everymaleof twentyyears oldandoverwhowasable to go towar; 35Thirty-two
thousand, two hundred of the tribe ofManassehwere numbered. 36The generations of
the sons of Benjamin were numbered by their families and their fathers' houses, every
male of twenty years old and over who was able to go to war; 37 Thirty-five thousand,
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four hundred of the tribe of Benjamin were numbered. 38 The generations of the sons
of Danwere numbered by their families and their fathers' houses, everymale of twenty
years and over who was able to go to war; 39 Sixty-two thousand, seven hundred of the
tribe ofDanwerenumbered. 40The generations of the sons of Asherwerenumberedby
their families and their fathers' houses, every male of twenty years old and over who
was able to go to war; 41 Forty-one thousand, five hundred of the tribe of Asher were
numbered. 42The generations of the sons of Naphtali were numbered by their families
and their fathers' houses, every male of twenty years old and over who was able to go
to war; 43 Fifty-three thousand, four hundred of the tribe of Naphtali were numbered.
44 These are they who were numbered by Moses and Aaron and by the twelve chiefs
of Israel, one from every tribe. 45 So all those who were numbered of the children of
Israel, by their families, all those of twenty years old and over who were able to go to
war, 46Were six hundred and three thousand, five hundred and fifty. 47But the Levites,
of the tribe of their fathers, were not numbered among them. 48 For the Lord said to
Moses, 49Only the tribe of Levi is not to benumberedamong the childrenof Israel, 50But
to them you are to give the care of the Tent of meeting with its vessels and everything
in it: they are to take up the Tent, and be responsible for everything to do with it, and
put up their tents round it. 51And when the Tent of meeting goes forward, the Levites
are to take it down; and when it is to be put up, they are to do it: any strange person
who comes near it is to be put to death. 52The children of Israel are to put up their tents,
everyman in his tent-circle round his flag. 53But the tents of the Levites are to be round
the Tent of meeting, so that wrath may not come on the children of Israel: the Tent of
meeting is to be in the care of the Levites. 54So the children of Israel did as the Lord had
given orders to Moses.

2
1 And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 2 The children of Israel are to put up their

tents in the order of their families, by the flags of their fathers' houses, facing the Tent
of meeting on every side. 3Those whose tents are on the east side, looking to the dawn,
will be round the flag of the children of Judah, with Nahshon, the son of Amminadab,
as their chief. 4The number of his armywas seventy-four thousand, six hundred. 5And
nearest to him will be the tribe of Issachar, with Nethanel, the son of Zuar, as their
chief. 6 The number of his army was fifty-four thousand, four hundred. 7 After him,
the tribe of Zebulun, with Eliab, the son of Helon, as their chief. 8 The number of his
army was fifty-seven thousand, four hundred. 9The number of all the armies of Judah
was a hundred and eighty-six thousand, four hundred. They go forward first. 10On the
south side is the flag of the children of Reuben, in the order of their armies, with Elizur,
the son of Shedeur, as their chief. 11 The number of his army was forty-six thousand,
five hundred. 12 And nearest to him, the tribe of Simeon, with Shelumiel, the son of
Zurishaddai, as their chief. 13 The number of his army was fifty-nine thousand, three
hundred. 14 Then the tribe of Gad, with Eliasaph, son of Reuel, as their chief. 15 The
number of his armywas forty-five thousand, six hundred andfifty. 16The number of all
the armies of Reuben together came to a hundred andfifty-one thousand, four hundred
and fifty. They go forward second. 17 Then the Tent of meeting is to go forward, with
the tents of the Levites, in the middle of the armies; in the same order as their tents
are placed, they are to go forward, every man under his flag. 18On the west side will
be the flag of the children of Ephraim, with Elishama, the son of Ammihud, as their
chief. 19 The number of his army was forty thousand, five hundred. 20And by him the
tribe of Manasseh with Gamaliel, the son of Pedahzur, as their chief. 21 The number of
his army was thirty-two thousand, two hundred. 22 Then the tribe of Benjamin, with
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Abidan, the son of Gideoni, as their chief. 23 The number of his army was thirty-five
thousand, four hundred. 24 The number of all the armies of Ephraim was a hundred
andeight thousand, onehundred. Theygo forward third. 25On thenorth sidewill be the
flag of the children of Dan, with Ahiezer, the son of Ammishaddai, as their chief. 26The
number of his army was sixty-two thousand, seven hundred. 27Nearest to him will be
the tribe of Asher, with Pagiel, the son of Ochran, as their chief. 28 The number of his
army was forty-one thousand, five hundred; 29 Then the tribe of Naphtali, with Ahira,
the son of Enan, as their chief. 30The number of his armywas fifty-three thousand, four
hundred. 31 The number of all the armies in the tents of Dan was a hundred and fifty-
seven thousand, six hundred. They will go forward last, by their flags. 32 These are all
who were numbered of the children of Israel, in the order of their fathers' families: all
the armies in their tents together came to sixhundredand three thousand, fivehundred
andfifty. 33But the Leviteswerenot numbered among the children of Israel, as the Lord
said to Moses. 34 So the children of Israel did as the Lord said to Moses, so they put up
their tents by their flags, and they went forward in the same order, by their families,
and by their fathers' houses.

3
1Now these are the generations of Aaron andMoses, in the daywhen theword of the

Lord came toMoses onMount Sinai. 2These are the names of the sons of Aaron: Nadab
the oldest, and Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 3These are the names of the sons of Aaron,
the priests, onwhom the holy oil was put, whoweremarked out as priests. 4AndNadab
and Abihu were put to death before the Lord when they made an offering of strange
fire before the Lord, in the waste land of Sinai, and they had no children: and Eleazar
and Ithamar did the work of priests before Aaron their father. 5 And the Lord said to
Moses, 6Make the tribe of Levi come near, and put them before Aaron the priest, to be
his helpers, 7 In order that theymaybe responsible to himand to all Israel for the care of
the Tent ofmeeting, and to do thework of the House; 8And theywill have the care of all
the vessels of the Tent ofmeeting, andwill do for the children of Israel all the necessary
work of the House. 9 Give the Levites to Aaron and his sons; so that they may be his
without question from among the children of Israel. 10And give orders that Aaron and
his sons are to keep their place as priests; any strange person who comes near is to be
put to death. 11 And the Lord said to Moses, 12 See, I have taken the Levites out of the
children of Israel to be mine in place of the first sons of the children of Israel; 13 For all
the first sons are mine; on the day when I put to death all the first sons in the land of
Egypt, I took formyself every firstmale birth ofman and beast. They aremine; I am the
Lord. 14And the Lord said to Moses in the waste land of Sinai, 15Let all the children of
Levi be numbered by their families and their fathers' houses; let everymale of amonth
old and over be numbered. 16SoMoses did as the Lord said, numbering them as he had
been ordered. 17Thesewere the sons of Levi byname: Gershon andKohath andMerari.
18And these are the names of the sons of Gershon, by their families: Libni and Shimei.
19And the sons of Kohath, by their families: Amram and Izhar and Hebron and Uzziel.
20And the sons of Merari by their families: Mahli and Mushi. These are the families of
the Levites in the order of their fathers' houses. 21FromGershon come the Libnites and
the Shimeites; these are the families of the Gershonites. 22 Those who were numbered
of them, the males from one month old and over, were seven thousand, five hundred.
23 The tents of the Gershonites are to be placed at the back of the House, to the west.
24 The chief of the Gershonites is Eliasaph, the son of Lael. 25 In the Tent of meeting,
the Gershonites are to have the care of the House, and the Tent with its cover, and the
veil for the door of the Tent of meeting, 26And the hangings for the open space round
the House and the altar, and the curtain for its doorway, and all the cords needed for
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its use. 27 From Kohath come the Amramites and the Izharites and the Hebronites and
the Uzzielites; these are the families of the Kohathites. 28Those whowere numbered of
them, the males from one month old and over, were eight thousand, six hundred, who
were responsible for the care of the holy place. 29 The tents of the Kohathites are to be
placed on the south side of the House. 30Their chief is Elizaphan, the son of Uzziel. 31 In
their care are the ark, and the table, and the lights, and the altars, and all the vessels
used in the holy place, and the veil, and all they are used for. 32Eleazar, the son of Aaron
the priest, will be head over all the Levites and overseer of those responsible for the
care of the holy place. 33 From Merari come the Mahlites and the Mushites; these are
the families of Merari. 34Those whowere numbered of them, the males of a month old
and over, were six thousand, two hundred. 35 The chief of the families of Merari was
Zuriel, the son of Abihail: their tents are to be placed on the north side of the House.
36And in their care are to be all the boards of the Tent, with their rods and pillars and
bases, and all the instruments, and all they are used for, 37And the pillars of the open
space round it, with their bases and nails and cords. 38 And those whose tents are to
be placed on the east side of the House in front of the Tent of meeting, looking to the
dawn, areMoses and Aaron and his sons, whowill do thework of the holy place for the
children of Israel; and any strange person who comes near will be put to death. 39All
the Levites numbered byMoses and Aaron at the order of the Lord, all themales of one
montholdandovernumbered in theorderof their families,were twenty-two thousand.
40And the Lord said to Moses, Let all the first male children be numbered, and take the
number of their names. 41 And give to me the Levites (I am the Lord) in place of the
first sons of the children of Israel; and the cattle of the Levites in place of the first births
among the cattle of the children of Israel. 42 So Moses had all the first sons among the
children of Israel numbered, as the Lord said to him. 43Everyfirst son fromamonth old
and over was numbered by name, and the number came to twenty-two thousand, two
hundred and seventy-three. 44And the Lord said to Moses, 45 Take the Levites in place
of all the first sons of the children of Israel, and the cattle of the Levites in place of their
cattle; the Levites are to bemine; I am the Lord. 46And the price you have to give for the
two hundred and seventy-three first sons of the children of Israel which are in addition
to the number of the Levites, 47Will be five shekels for every one, by the scale of the
holy place (the shekel is twenty gerahs); 48And this money, the price of those over the
number of the Levites, is to be given to Aaron and his sons. 49SoMoses took themoney,
the price of those whose place had not been taken by the Levites; 50From the first sons
of Israel he took it, a thousand, three hundred and sixty-five shekels, by the scale of the
holy place; 51And he gave themoney to Aaron and his sons, as the Lord had said.

4
1And the Lord said toMoses andAaron, 2Let the sons of Kohath, fromamong the sons

of Levi, be numbered by their families, in the order of their fathers' houses; 3All those
fromthirty tofiftyyearsoldwhoareable todo theworkof theTentofmeeting. 4Andthis
is to be the work of the sons of Kohath in connection with themost holy things. 5When
all the people go forward, Aaron is to go in with his sons, and take down the veil of the
curtain, covering the ark of witness with it; 6And putting over it the leather cover and
over that a blue cloth; and putting its rods in place. 7And on the table of the holy bread
they are to put a blue cloth, and on it all the vessels, the spoons and the basins and the
cups; and theholybreadwith them; 8Andover themtheyare toput a red cloth, covering
it with a leather cover, and putting its rods in their places. 9And they are to take a blue
cloth, covering with it the light-support with its lights and its instruments and its trays
and all the oil vessels which are used for it: 10All these they are to put in a leather cover,
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and put it on the frame. 11On the gold altar they are to put a blue cloth, covering it with
a leather cover; and they are to put its rods in their places. 12All the vessels which are
used in the holy place they are to put in a blue cloth, covering themwith a leather cover,
and put them on the frame. 13 And they are to take away the burned waste from the
altar, and put a purple cloth on it; 14Placing on the cloth all its vessels, the fire-baskets,
the meat-hooks, the spades, and the basins; all the vessels of the altar; they are to put a
leather cover over all these, and put its rods in their places. 15And after the holy place
and all its vessels have been covered up by Aaron and his sons, when the tents of the
people go forward, the sons of Kohath are to come and take it up; but the holy things
maynot be touchedby themfor fear of death. 16AndEleazar, the sonofAaron thepriest,
is to be responsible for the oil for the light, and the sweet perfumes for burning, and the
regular meal offering, and the holy oil; the House and the holy place and everything in
it will be in his care. 17And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 18Do not let the family
of the Kohathites be cut off from among the Levites; 19 But do this to them, so that life
and not death may be theirs when they come near the most holy things; let Aaron and
his sons go in and give to every one his work and that which he is to take up; 20But they
themselves are not to go in to see the holy place, even for a minute, for fear of death.
21And the Lord said to Moses, 22 Let the sons of Gershon be numbered by families, in
the order of their fathers' houses; 23All those from thirty to fifty years old who are able
to do the work of the Tent of meeting. 24 This is to be the work of the Gershonites, the
things they are to do and take up. 25They are to take up the curtains of the House, and
the Tent of meeting with its cover and the leather cover over it, and the hangings for
the door of the Tent ofmeeting; 26And the hangings for the open space round theHouse
and the altar, and the curtain for its doorway, with the cords and all the things used for
them; whatever is necessary for these, they are to do. 27 From the mouth of Aaron and
his sons the Gershonites will have word about all the things they are to do and take up;
you are to give them their orders. 28This is the work of the family of the Gershonites in
theTent ofmeeting, and theywill beunder thedirectionof Ithamar, the sonofAaron the
priest. 29The sonsofMerari are tobenumberedby families, in theorderof their fathers'
houses; 30Everyone fromthirty tofifty years oldwho is able todo theworkof theTent of
meeting. 31And this is their part in thework of the Tent ofmeeting: the transport of the
boards and the rods of the Tent, with the pillars and their bases; 32And the pillars of the
open space outside it, with their bases and their nails and cords and all the instruments
used, and everythingwhich has to be done there; all the instruments forwhich they are
responsible are to be numbered by name. 33This is the work which the sons of Merari
are to do in connectionwith the Tent ofmeeting, under the direction of Ithamar, the son
of Aaron the priest. 34 So Moses and Aaron and the chiefs of the people took in hand
the numbering of the sons of the Kohathites, by families, in the order of their fathers'
houses; 35 Numbering all those from thirty to fifty years old who were able to do the
work in the Tent of meeting; 36 And the number of all these was two thousand, seven
hundred and fifty. 37 This is the number of those of the Kohathites who did the work
in the Tent of meeting, as they were numbered by Moses and Aaron at the order of the
Lord. 38And those of the sons of Gershon who were numbered by families, 39All those
from thirty tofifty years oldwhowere able to do thework in the Tent ofmeeting, 40Who
werenumberedby families in the order of their fathers' houses,were two thousand, six
hundredand thirty. 41This is thenumber of the sons ofGershonwhodid thework in the
Tent of meeting, as they were numbered by Moses and Aaron at the order of the Lord.
42And those of the sons ofMerari whowere numbered by families, in the order of their
fathers' houses, 43All those from thirty to fifty years oldwho did thework in the Tent of
meeting, 44Whowerenumberedby families,were three thousand, twohundred. 45This
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is the number of the sons of Merari, numbered by Moses and Aaron at the order of the
Lord. 46 And all the Levites who were numbered by Moses and Aaron and the chiefs
of the people, by families, in the order of their fathers' houses, 47 Those from thirty to
fifty years old whowere able to do the work of the Tent of meeting and of its transport,
48Came to eight thousand, fivehundred andeighty. 49At the order of theLord theywere
numbered by Moses, every one in relation to his work and to his part in the transport;
so they were numbered byMoses at the order of the Lord.

5
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2Give orders to the children of Israel to put outside the

tent-circle every leper, and anyonewho has any sort of flow from his body, and anyone
who is unclean from the touch of the dead; 3Male or female they are to be put outside
the tent-circle, so that they may not make unclean my resting-place among them. 4 So
the children of Israel did as the Lord had said to Moses, and put them outside the tent-
circle. 5And the Lord said to Moses, 6 Say to the children of Israel, If a man or a woman
does any of the sins of men, going against the word of the Lord, and is in the wrong;
7 Let them say openly what they have done; and make payment for the wrong done,
with the addition of a fifth part, and give it to him to whom the wrong was done. 8But
if the man has no relation to whom the payment may be made, then the payment for
sin made to the Lord will be the priest's, in addition to the sheep offered to take away
his sin. 9And every offering lifted up of all the holy things which the children of Israel
give to the priest, will be his. 10 And every man's holy things will be his: whatever a
man gives to the priest will be his. 11And the Lord said to Moses, 12 Say to the children
of Israel, If any man's wife does wrong, sinning against him 13 By taking as her lover
anotherman, and keeps it secret so that her husband has no knowledge of it, and there
is no witness against her, and she is not taken in the act; 14 If the spirit of doubt comes
into her husband's heart, and he has doubts of his wife, with good cause; or if he has
doubts of her without cause: 15 Then let him take her to the priest, offering for her the
tenth part of an ephah of barley meal, without oil or perfume; for it is a meal offering
of a bitter spirit, a meal offering keeping wrongdoing in mind. 16 And the priest will
make her come near and put her before the Lord; 17And the priest will take holy water
in a pot and put in it dust from the floor of the House; 18And he will make the woman
come before the Lordwith her hair loose, andwill put themeal offering, the offering of
a bitter spirit, in her hands; and the priest will take in his hand the bitter water causing
the curse; 19And hewill make her take an oath, and say to her, If noman has been your
lover and you have not been with another in place of your husband, you are free from
this bitterwater causing the curse; 20But if you have beenwith another in place of your
husband and have made yourself unclean with a lover: 21 Then the priest will put the
oath of the curse on the woman, and say to her, May the Lord make you a curse and an
oath among your people, sending on youwasting of the legs anddisease of the stomach;
22And this water of the curse will go into your body, causing disease of your stomach
and wasting of your legs: and the woman will say, So be it. 23 And the priest will put
these curses in a book, washing out thewritingwith the bitterwater; 24Andhewill give
to the woman the bitter water for drink; and the bitter water causing the curse will go
into her. 25And the priest will take from her hand themeal offering of doubt, waving it
before the Lord, and will take it to the altar; 26And he will take some of it in his hand,
burning it on the altar as a sign, and thenhewill give thewoman the bitterwater. 27And
itwill be that if thewomanhasbecomeunclean, sinning against herhusband,when she
has taken the bitter water it will go into her body, causing disease of the stomach and
wasting of the legs, and she will be a curse among her people. 28But if she is clean she
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will be free and will have offspring. 29 This is the law for testing a wife who goes with
another in place of her husband and becomes unclean; 30Or for a husband who, in a
bitter spirit, has doubts in his heart about his wife; let him take her to the priest, who
will put in force this law. 31Then themanwill be free from all wrong, and the woman's
sin will be on her.

6
1And the Lord said toMoses, 2Say to the children of Israel, If aman or awoman takes

an oath to keep himself separate and give himself to the Lord; 3He is to keep himself
fromwine and strong drink, and take nomixedwine or strong drink or any drinkmade
from grapes, or any grapes, green or dry. 4 All the time he is separate he may take
nothing made from the grape-vine, from its seeds to its skin. 5All the time he is under
his oath let no blade come near his head; till the days while he is separate are ended
he is holy and his hair may not be cut. 6 All the time he is separate he may not come
near any dead body. 7He may not make himself unclean for his father or his mother,
his sister or his brother, if death comes to them; because he is under an oath to keep
himself separate for God. 8All the time he is separate he is holy to the Lord. 9 If death
comes suddenly to amanathis side, so thathebecomesunclean, let his hair be cut offon
the daywhenhe ismade clean, on the seventh day. 10And on the eighth day let him take
to the priest, at the door of the Tent of meeting, two doves or two young pigeons; 11And
thepriestwill giveone fora sin-offeringand theother foraburnedoffering to takeaway
the sin which came on him on account of the dead, and he will make his head holy that
same day. 12And he will give to the Lord his days of being separate, offering a he-lamb
of the first year as an offering for error: but the earlier days will be a loss, because he
becameunclean. 13And this is the law forhimwho is separate,when thenecessarydays
are ended: he is to come to the door of the Tent of meeting, 14And make his offering to
the Lord; one he-lamb of the first year, without a mark, for a burned offering, and one
female lamb of the first year, without a mark, for a sin-offering, and one male sheep,
without a mark, for peace-offerings, 15And a basket of unleavened bread, cakes of the
best meal mixed with oil, and thin unleavened cakes covered with oil, with their meal
offering and drink offerings. 16And the priest will take thembefore the Lord, andmake
his sin-offering and his burned offering; 17Giving the sheep of the peace-offerings, with
the basket of unleavened bread; and at the same time, the priest will make his meal
offering and his drink offering. 18Then let his long hair, the sign of his oath, be cut off at
thedoorof theTentofmeeting, and lethimput it on thefireonwhich thepeace-offerings
are burning. 19And the priest will take the cooked leg of the sheep and one unleavened
cake and one thin cake out of the basket, and put them on the hands of the separate one
after his hair has been cut, 20Waving them for a wave offering before the Lord; this is
holy for the priest, together with the waved breast and the leg which is lifted up; after
that, themanmay takewine. 21This is the law forhimwho takes anoath to keephimself
separate, and for his offering to the Lord on that account, in addition towhat hemay be
able to get; this is the law of his oath, which hewill have to keep. 22And the Lord said to
Moses, 23Say toAaronandhis sons, These are thewords of blessingwhichare tobeused
byyou inblessing the childrenof Israel; say to them, 24May theLord sendhisblessingon
you and keep you: 25May the light of the Lord's face be shining on you in grace: 26May
the Lord's approval be resting on you andmay he give you peace. 27So theywill putmy
name on the children of Israel, and I will give themmy blessing.

7
1And when Moses had put up the House completely, and had put oil on it and made
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it holy, with all the things in it, and had made the altar and all its vessels holy with oil;
2Then the chiefs of Israel, the heads of their fathers' houses,made offerings; thesewere
the chiefs of the tribes,whowere over thosewhowerenumbered. 3And they camewith
their offerings before the Lord, six covered carts and twelve oxen; a cart for every two
of the chiefs, and for every one an ox. 4And the Lord said to Moses, 5 Take the things
from them, to be used for the work of the Tent of meeting; and give them to the Levites,
to every man what is needed for his work. 6 So Moses took the carts and the oxen and
gave them to the Levites. 7 Two carts and four oxen he gave to the sons of Gershon for
their work; 8And four carts and eight oxen he gave to the sons ofMerari for their work,
under thedirectionof Ithamar, the sonofAaron thepriest. 9But to the sons ofKohathhe
gave nothing; because they had the care of the holy place, taking it about on their backs.
10And the chiefs gave an offering for the altar on the daywhen theholy oilwas put on it;
theymade their offering before the altar. 11And the Lord said to Moses, Let every chief
on his day give his offering to make the altar holy. 12 And he who made his offering
on the first day was Nahshon, the son of Amminadab, of the tribe of Judah: 13And his
offering was one silver plate, a hundred and thirty shekels in weight, one silver basin
of seventy shekels, by the scale of the holy place; the two of them full of the best meal
mixed with oil for a meal offering; 14 One gold spoon of ten shekels, full of spice for
burning; 15One young ox, one male sheep, one he-lamb of the first year, for a burned
offering; 16One male of the goats for a sin-offering; 17And for the peace-offerings, two
oxen, fivemale sheep, five he-goats, five he-lambs of the first year: this was the offering
of Nahshon, the son of Amminadab. 18 On the second day Nethanel, the son of Zuar,
chief of Issachar, made his offering: 19He gave one silver plate, a hundred and thirty
shekels in weight, one silver basin of seventy shekels, by the scale of the holy place; the
two of them full of the best meal mixed with oil for a meal offering; 20One gold spoon
of ten shekels, full of spice; 21One young ox, one male sheep, one he-lamb of the first
year, for a burned offering; 22 One male of the goats for a sin-offering; 23 And for the
peace-offerings, two oxen, fivemale sheep, five he-goats, five he-lambs of the first year:
this was the offering of Nethanel, the son of Zuar. 24On the third day Eliab, the son of
Helon, chief of the children of Zebulun: 25His offering was one silver plate, a hundred
and thirty shekels inweight, one silver basin of seventy shekels, by the scale of the holy
place; the twoof themfull of thebestmealmixedwithoil for ameal offering; 26Onegold
spoon of ten shekels, full of spice; 27One young ox, one male sheep, one he-lamb of the
first year, for a burned offering; 28Onemale of the goats for a sin-offering; 29And for the
peace-offerings, two oxen, fivemale sheep, five he-goats, five he-lambs of the first year:
this was the offering of Eliab, the son of Helon. 30On the fourth day Elizur, the son of
Shedeur, chief of the children of Reuben: 31His offeringwas one silver plate, a hundred
and thirty shekels inweight, one silver basin of seventy shekels, by the scale of the holy
place; the two of them full of the best meal mixed with oil for a meal offering; 32One
gold spoon of ten shekels, full of spice; 33One young ox, onemale sheep, one he-lamb of
the first year, for a burned offering; 34Onemale of the goats for a sin-offering; 35And for
the peace-offerings, two oxen, five male sheep, five he-goats, five he-lambs of the first
year: thiswas the offering of Elizur, the sonof Shedeur. 36On thefifthday Shelumiel, the
son of Zurishaddai, chief of the children of Simeon: 37His offering was one silver plate,
a hundred and thirty shekels inweight, one silver basin of seventy shekels, by the scale
of the holy place; the twoof them full of the bestmealmixedwith oil for ameal offering;
38One gold spoon of ten shekels, full of spice; 39One young ox, one male sheep, one he-
lamb of the first year, for a burned offering; 40One male of the goats for a sin-offering;
41 And for the peace-offerings, two oxen, five male sheep, five he-goats, five he-lambs
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of the first year: this was the offering of Shelumiel, the son of Zurishaddai. 42On the
sixth day Eliasaph, the son of Reuel, chief of the children of Gad: 43His offeringwas one
silver plate, a hundred and thirty shekels inweight, one silver basin of seventy shekels,
by the scale of the holy place; the two of them full of the best meal mixed with oil for a
meal offering; 44One gold spoon of ten shekels, full of spice; 45One young ox, one male
sheep, one he-lamb of the first year, for a burned offering; 46One male of the goats for
a sin-offering; 47And for the peace-offerings, two oxen, five male sheep, five he-goats,
five he-lambs of the first year: this was the offering of Eliasaph, the son of Reuel 48On
the seventh day Elishama, the son of Ammihud, chief of the children of Ephraim: 49His
offeringwas one silver plate, a hundred and thirty shekels inweight, one silver basin of
seventy shekels, by the scaleof theholyplace; the twoof themfull of thebestmealmixed
with oil for a meal offering; 50One gold spoon of ten shekels, full of spice; 51One young
ox, one male sheep, one he-lamb of the first year, for a burned offering; 52One male of
the goats for a sin-offering; 53 And for the peace-offerings, two oxen, five male sheep,
five he-goats, five he-lambs of the first year: this was the offering of Elishama, the son
of Ammihud. 54On the eighth dayGamaliel, the son of Pedahzur, chief of the children of
Manasseh: 55His offering was one silver plate, a hundred and thirty shekels in weight,
one silver basin of seventy shekels, by the scale of the holy place; the two of them full
of the bestmealmixedwith oil for ameal offering; 56One gold spoon of ten shekels, full
of spice; 57One young ox, one male sheep, one he-lamb of the first year, for a burned
offering; 58One male of the goats for a sin-offering; 59And for the peace-offerings, two
oxen, fivemale sheep, five he-goats, five he-lambs of the first year: this was the offering
of Gamaliel, the son of Pedahzur. 60On the ninth day Abidan, the son of Gideoni, chief
of the children of Benjamin: 61His offering was one silver plate, a hundred and thirty
shekels in weight, one silver basin of seventy shekels, by the scale of the holy place; the
two of them full of the best meal mixed with oil for a meal offering; 62One gold spoon
of ten shekels, full of spice; 63One young ox, one male sheep, one he-lamb of the first
year for a burned offering; 64 One male of the goats for a sin-offering; 65 And for the
peace-offerings, two oxen, fivemale sheep, five he-goats, five he-lambs of the first year:
this was the offering of Abidan, the son of Gideoni. 66 On the tenth day Ahiezer; the
son of Ammishaddai, chief of the children of Dan: 67His offering was one silver plate, a
hundred and thirty shekels inweight, one silver basin of seventy shekels, by the scale of
the holy place; the two of them full of the best meal mixed with oil for a meal offering;
68One gold spoon of ten shekels, full of spice; 69One young ox, one male sheep, one he-
lamb of the first year, for a burned offering; 70One male of the goats for a sin-offering;
71 And for the peace-offerings, two oxen, five male sheep, five he-goats, five he-lambs
of the first year: this was the offering of Ahiezer, the son of Ammishaddai. 72 On the
eleventh day Pagiel, the son of Ochran, chief of the children of Asher: 73His offering
was one silver plate; a hundred and thirty shekels inweight, one silver basin of seventy
shekels, by the scale of the holy place; the two of them full of the best meal mixed with
oil for a meal offering; 74One gold spoon of ten shekels, full of spice; 75One young ox,
one male sheep, one he-lamb of the first year, for a burned offering; 76One male of the
goats fora sin-offering; 77And for thepeace-offerings, twooxen, fivemale sheep, fivehe-
goats, five he-lambs of the first year: this was the offering of Pagiel, the son of Ochran.
78 On the twelfth day Ahira, the son of Enan, chief of the children of Naphtali: 79His
offering was one silver plate, a hundred and thirty shekels in weight, one silver basin
of seventy shekels, by the scale of the holy place; the two of them full of the best meal
mixed with oil for a meal offering; 80One gold spoon of ten shekels, full of spice; 81One
young ox, one male sheep, one he-lamb of the first year, for a burned offering; 82One
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male of the goats for a sin-offering; 83And for the peace-offerings, two oxen, five male
sheep, five he-goats, five he-lambs of the first year: this was the offering of Ahira, the
son of Enan. 84These were the offerings given for the altar by the chiefs of Israel, when
the holy oil was put on it: twelve silver plates, twelve silver basins, twelve gold spoons;
85Theweight of every silver plate was a hundred and thirty shekels, and of every basin
seventy; the weight of all the silver of the vessels was two thousand and four hundred
shekels, by the scale of the holy place; 86 The weight of the twelve gold spoons of spice
for burning was ten shekels for every one, by the scale of the holy place; all the gold of
the spoons was a hundred and twenty shekels; 87All the oxen, for the burned offering
were twelve, the male sheep twelve, the he-lambs of the first year twelve, with their
meal offering; and themales of the goats for sin-offering twelve; 88And all the oxen for
the peace-offerings, twenty-four oxen, the male sheep sixty, and the he-goats sixty, the
he-lambs of the first year sixty. This was given for the altar after the holy oil was put on
it. 89AndwhenMoseswent into theTent ofmeeting tohave talkwithhim, then theVoice
came to his ears fromover the coverwhichwas on the ark ofwitness, frombetween the
twowinged ones. And he had talk with him.

8
1AndtheLordsaid toMoses, 2Say toAaron,Whenyouput the lights in theirplaces, the

seven lights will give light in front of the support. 3And Aaron did so; he put the lights
in their places so that they gave light in front of the support, as the Lord gave orders
to Moses. 4 The support for the lights was of hammered gold work, from its base to its
flowers it was of hammered work; from the design which the Lord had given toMoses,
he made the support for the lights. 5And the Lord said to Moses, 6Take the Levites out
from among the children of Israel and make them clean. 7And this is how you are to
make them clean: let the holy water which takes away sin be put on them, and let the
hair all over their bodies be cut offwith a sharp blade, and let their clothing be washed
and their bodies made clean. 8 Then let them take a young ox and its meal offering,
crushed grain mixed with oil, and take another ox for a sin-offering. 9 And make the
Levites come forward in front of the Tent of meeting, and let all the children of Israel
come together: 10And you are to take the Levites before the Lord: and the children of
Israel are to put their hands on them: 11And Aaron is to give the Levites to the Lord as
a wave offering from the children of Israel, so that theymay do the Lord's work. 12And
the Levites are to put their hands on the heads of the oxen, and one of the oxen is to be
offered for a sin-offering and the other for a burned offering to the Lord to take away
the sin of the Levites. 13Then the Levites are to be put before Aaron and his sons, to be
offered as a wave offering to the Lord. 14 So you are to make the Levites separate from
the children of Israel, and the Levites will bemine. 15After that, the Levites will go in to
dowhatever has to be done in the Tent ofmeeting; you are tomake them clean and give
them as a wave offering. 16For they have been given tome from among the children of
Israel; in place of everymother's first son, thefirst to come tobirth in Israel, I have taken
them formyself. 17For everymother's first son among the children of Israel ismine, the
first male birth of man or beast: on the daywhen I sent death on all the first sons in the
land of Egypt, I made themmine. 18And in place of the first sons among the children of
Israel, I have taken the Levites. 19And I have given them to Aaron and to his sons, from
among the children of Israel, to undertake for them all the work of the Tent of meeting,
and to take away sin from the children of Israel so that no evilmay come on themwhen
they come near the holy place. 20 All these things Moses and Aaron and the children
of Israel did to the Levites; as the Lord gave orders to Moses about the Levites, so the
children of Israel did. 21And the Levites were made clean from sin, and their clothing
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waswashed, and Aaron gave them for awave offering before the Lord; and Aaron took
away their sin andmade them clean. 22And then the Leviteswent in to do theirwork in
the Tent of meeting before Aaron and his sons: all the orders which the Lord had given
Moses about the Leviteswere put into effect. 23And the Lord said toMoses, 24This is the
rule for the Levites: those of twenty-five years old and over are to go in and do thework
of the Tent ofmeeting; 25But after they are fifty years old, they are to give up theirwork
and do no more; 26 But be with their brothers in the Tent of meeting, taking care of it
but doing no work. This is what you are to do in connection with the Levites and their
work.

9
1And theLord said toMoses, in thewaste landof Sinai, in thefirstmonthof the second

year after they had come out of the land of Egypt, 2 Let the children of Israel keep the
Passover at its regular time. 3 In the fourteenth day of thismonth, at evening, you are to
keep it at the regular time, and in thewayordered in the law. 4AndMoses gaveorders to
the children of Israel to keep the Passover. 5So they kept the Passover in the firstmonth,
on the fourteenth day of the month, at evening, in the waste land of Sinai: as the Lord
gave orders to Moses, so the children of Israel did. 6And there were certain men who
were unclean because of a deadbody, so that theywere not able to keep the Passover on
that day; and they came before Moses and before Aaron on that day: 7And these men
said to him, We have been made unclean by the dead body of a man; why may we not
make the offering of the Lord at the regular time among the children of Israel? 8And
Moses said to them, Do nothing till the Lord gives me directions about you. 9And the
Lord said to Moses, 10 Say to the children of Israel, If any one of you or of your families
is unclean because of a dead body, or is on a journey far away, still he is to keep the
Passover to the Lord: 11 In the secondmonth, on the fourteenth day, in the evening, they
are to keep it, taking it with unleavened bread and bitter-tasting plants; 12Nothing of it
is to be kept till themorning, and no bone of it is to be broken: they are to keep it by the
rules of the Passover. 13But the man who, not being unclean or on a journey, does not
keep the Passover, will be cut off from his people: because he did not make the offering
of the Lord at the regular time, his sin will be on him. 14 And if a man from another
country is among you and has a desire to keep the Passover to the Lord, let him do as is
ordered in the lawof thePassover: there is tobe the samerule for theman fromanother
nation and for himwhohadhis birth in the land. 15Andon the daywhen theHousewas
put up, the cloud camedownon it, on theTent ofwitness; and in the evening therewas a
light like fire over theHouse till themorning. 16And so itwas at all times: itwas covered
by the cloud, and by a light as of fire by night. 17And whenever the cloud was taken up
from over the House, then the children of Israel went journeying on; and in the place
where the cloud came to rest, there the children of Israel put up their tents. 18 At the
order of the Lord the children of Israel went forward, and at the order of the Lord they
put up their tents: as long as the cloud was resting on the House, they did not go away
from that place. 19When the cloudwas resting on theHouse for a long time the children
of Israel, waiting for the order of the Lord, did not go on. 20 Sometimes the cloud was
resting on theHouse for twoor three days; then, by the order of theLord, they kept their
tents in that place, and when the Lord gave the order they went on. 21And sometimes
the cloud was there only from evening to morning; and when the cloud was taken up
in the morning they went on their journey again: or if it was resting there by day and
by night, whenever the cloud was taken up they went forward. 22Or if the cloud came
to rest on the House for two days or a month or a year without moving, the children of
Israel went onwaiting there and did not go on; butwhenever it was taken up theywent
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forward on their journey. 23At the word of the Lord they put up their tents, and at the
word of the Lord they went forward on their journey: they kept the orders of the Lord
as he gave them byMoses.

10
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2Make two silver horns of hammered work, to be used

for getting the people together and to give the sign for the moving of the tents. 3When
they are sounded, all the people are to come together to you at the door of the Tent of
meeting. 4 If only one of them is sounded, then the chiefs, the heads of the thousands of
Israel, are to come toyou. 5Whena loudnote is sounded, the tentsplacedon theeast side
are to go forward. 6At the sound of a second loud note, the tents on the south side are to
go forward: the loud notewill be the sign to go forward. 7Butwhen all the people are to
come together, the horn is to be sounded but not loudly. 8The horns are to be sounded
by the sons of Aaron, the priests; this is to be a law for you for ever, from generation to
generation. 9And if you go to war in your land against any who do you wrong, then let
the loud note of the horn be sounded; and the Lord your Godwill keep you inmind and
give you salvation from those who are against you. 10And on days of joy and on your
regular feasts and on the first day of every month, let the horns be sounded over your
burned offerings and your peace-offerings; and they will put the Lord in mind of you:
I am the Lord your God. 11Now in the second year, on the twentieth day of the second
month, the cloud was taken up from over the Tent of witness. 12 And the children of
Israel went on their journey out of the waste land of Sinai; and the cloud came to rest
in the waste land of Paran. 13 They went forward for the first time on their journey as
the Lord had given orders by the hand ofMoses. 14First the flag of the children of Judah
went forward with their armies: and at the head of his army was Nahshon, the son of
Amminadab. 15And at the head of the army of the children of Issachar was Nethanel,
the son of Zuar. 16And at the head of the army of the children of Zebulunwas Eliab, the
son of Helon. 17Then the House was taken down; and the sons of Gershon and the sons
of Merari, who were responsible for moving the House, went forward. 18Then the flag
of the children of Reuben went forward with their armies: and at the head of his army
was Elizur, the son of Shedeur. 19And at the head of the army of the children of Simeon
was Shelumiel, the son of Zurishaddai. 20At the head of the army of the children of Gad
wasEliasaph, the sonofReuel. 21Then theKohathiteswent forwardwith theholy place;
the others put up the House ready for their coming. 22 Then the flag of the children of
Ephraimwent forwardwith their armies: andat theheadofhis armywasElishama, the
son of Ammihud. 23At the head of the army of the children of Manasseh was Gamaliel,
the son of Pedahzur. 24At the head of the army of the children of Benjaminwas Abidan,
the sonofGideoni. 25And theflag of the childrenofDan,whose tentsweremoved last of
all, went forwardwith their armies: and at the head of his armywas Ahiezer, the son of
Ammishaddai. 26At the head of the army of the children of Asher was Pagiel, the son of
Ochran. 27And at the head of the army of the children of Naphtali was Ahira, the son of
Enan. 28This was the order in which the children of Israel were journeying by armies;
so they went forward. 29 Then Moses said to Hobab, the son of his father-in-law Reuel
the Midianite, We are journeying to that place of which the Lord has said, I will give it
to you: so come with us, and it will be for your profit: for the Lord has good things in
store for Israel. 30 But he said, I will not go with you, I will go back to the land of my
birth and to my relations. 31And he said, Do not go from us; for you will be eyes for us,
guiding us to the right places in the waste land to put up our tents. 32And if you come
with us, we will give you a part in whatever good the Lord does for us. 33 So they went
forward three days' journey from the mountain of the Lord; and the ark of the Lord's
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agreement went three days' journey before them, looking for a resting-place for them;
34And by day the cloud of the Lord went over them, when they went forward from the
place where they had put up their tents. 35Andwhen the arkwent forwardMoses said,
Comeup,OLord, and let thearmies of thosewhoareagainst youbebroken, and let your
haters go inflight before you. 36Andwhen it came to rest, he said, Take rest, O Lord, and
give a blessing to the families of Israel.

11
1Nowthepeoplewere sayingevil against theLord; and theLord, hearing it,wasangry

and sent fire on them, burning the outer parts of the tent-circle. 2And the people made
an outcry to Moses, and Moses made prayer to the Lord, and the fire was stopped. 3 So
that place was named Taberah, because of the fire of the Lordwhich had been burning
among them. 4And the mixed band of people who went with them were overcome by
desire: and the children of Israel, weeping again, said, Who will give us flesh for our
food? 5 Sweet is the memory of the fish we had in Egypt for nothing, and the fruit and
green plants of every sort, sharp and pleasing to the taste: 6But now our soul is wasted
away; there is nothing at all: wehavenothingbut thismannabefore our eyes. 7Nowthe
mannawas like a seed of grain, like small clear drops. 8The peoplewent about taking it
up from the earth, crushing it between stones or hammering it to powder, and boiling
it in pots, and they made cakes of it: its taste was like the taste of cakes cooked with oil.
9When the dew came down on the tents at night, themanna came downwith it. 10And
at the soundof thepeopleweeping, everymanathis tent-door, thewrathof theLordwas
great, andMoseswas very angry. 11AndMoses said to the Lord,Why have you doneme
this evil? andwhy have I not grace in your eyes, that you have put onme the care of all
this people? 12Am I the father of all this people? have I given them birth, that you say
to me, Take them in your arms, like a child at the breast, to the land which you gave by
an oath to their fathers? 13Where am I to get flesh to give to all this people? For they are
weeping to me and saying, Give us flesh for our food. 14 I am not able by myself to take
the weight of all this people, for it is more than my strength. 15 If this is to be my fate,
putme to death now in answer tomy prayer, if I have grace in your eyes; and letme not
see my shame. 16And the Lord said to Moses, Send for seventy of the responsible men
of Israel, who are in your opinion men of weight and authority over the people; make
them come to the Tent of meeting and be there with you. 17And I will come down and
have talk with you there: and I will take some of the spirit which is on you and put it on
them, and theywill take part of theweight of the people off you, so that you do not have
to take it by yourself. 18And say to the people, Make yourselves clean before tomorrow
and youwill have flesh for your food: for in the ears of the Lord youhave beenweeping
and saying, Who will give us flesh for food? for we were well off in Egypt: and so the
Lordwill give you flesh, and it will be your food; 19Not for one day only, or even for five
or ten or twenty days; 20But every day for a month, till you are tired of it, turning from
it in disgust: because you have gone against the Lord who is with you, and have been
weeping before him saying, Why did we come out of Egypt? 21 Then Moses said, The
people, among whom I am, are six hundred thousand men on foot; and you have said,
I will give them flesh to be their food for a month. 22Are flocks and herds to be put to
death for them? or are all the fish in the sea to be got together so that they may be full?
23And theLord said toMoses, Has theLord's handbecome short? Nowyouwill see ifmy
word comes true for you or not. 24And Moses went out and gave the people the words
of the Lord: and he took seventy of the responsible men of the people, placing them
round the Tent. 25 Then the Lord came down in the cloud and had talk with him, and
put on the seventymen some of the spirit whichwas on him: nowwhen the spirit came
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to rest on them, theywere like prophets, but only at that time. 26But twomenwere still
in the tent-circle one of themnamed Eldad and the otherMedad: and the spirit came to
rest on them; they were among those who had been sent for, but they had not gone out
to the Tent: and the prophet's power came on them in the tent-circle. 27 And a young
man went running to Moses and said, Eldad and Medad are acting as prophets in the
tent-circle. 28Then Joshua, the son of Nun, who had beenMoses' servant from the time
whenhewas a child, said,My lordMoses, let thembe stopped. 29AndMoses said to him,
Are youmoved by envy onmy account? If only all the Lord's peoplewere prophets, and
theLordmight put his spirit on them! 30ThenMoses,with the responsiblemenof Israel,
went back to the tent-circle. 31 Then the Lord sent a wind, driving little birds from the
sea, so that they came down on the tents, and all round the tent-circle, about a day's
journey on this side and on that, in masses about two cubits high over the face of the
earth. 32And all that day and all night and the day after, the people were taking up the
birds; the smallest amount which anyone got was ten homers: and they put them out
all round the tents. 33 But while the meat was still between their teeth, before it was
tasted, thewrath of the Lordwasmoved against the people and he sent a great outburst
of disease on them. 34 So that place was named Kibroth-hattaavah; because there they
put in the earth the bodies of the people who had given way to their desires. 35 From
Kibroth-hattaavah the people went on to Hazeroth; and there they put up their tents.

12
1Now Miriam and Aaron said evil against Moses, because of the Cushite woman to

whom he was married, for he had taken a Cushite woman as his wife. 2And they said,
Have the words of the Lord been given to Moses only? have they not come to us? And
the Lord took note of it. 3 Now the man Moses was more gentle than any other man
on earth. 4And suddenly the Lord said to Moses and Aaron andMiriam, Come out, you
three, to theTent ofmeeting. And the three of themwent out. 5And theLord camedown
in a pillar of cloud, taking his place at the door of the Tent, andmadeAaron andMiriam
come before him. 6And he said, Now give ear to mywords: if there is a prophet among
you I will give him knowledge of myself in a vision and will let my words come to him
in a dream. 7My servant Moses is not so; he is true to me in all my house: 8With him I
will have talkmouth tomouth, openly andnot in dark sayings; andwith his eyes hewill
see the form of the Lord: why then had you no fear of saying evil against my servant
Moses? 9And burning with wrath against them, the Lord went away. 10And the cloud
was moved from over the Tent; and straight away Miriam became a leper, as white as
snow: and Aaron, looking at Miriam, saw that she was a leper. 11 Then Aaron said to
Moses, O my lord, let not our sin be on our heads, for we have done foolishly and are
sinners. 12 Let her not be as one dead, whose flesh is half wasted when he comes out
from the body of hismother. 13AndMoses, crying to the Lord, said, Letmy prayer come
before you, O God, and make her well. 14And the Lord said to Moses, If her father had
put a mark of shame on her, would she not be shamed for seven days? Let her be shut
up outside the tent-circle for seven days, and after that she may come in again. 15 So
Miriam was shut up outside the tent-circle for seven days: and the people did not go
forward on their journey till Miriam had come in again. 16After that, the people went
on fromHazeroth and put up their tents in the waste land of Paran.

13
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Sendmen to get knowledge about the land of Canaan,

which I am giving to the children of Israel; from every tribe of their fathers you are
to send a man, every one a chief among them. 3And Moses sent them from the waste
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land of Paran as the Lord gave orders, all of themmenwho were heads of the children
of Israel. 4 And these were their names: of the tribe of Reuben, Shammua, the son of
Zaccur. 5Of the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat, the son of Hori. 6Of the tribe of Judah, Caleb,
the son of Jephunneh. 7Of the tribe of Issachar, Igal, the son of Joseph. 8Of the tribe of
Ephraim, Hoshea, the son of Nun. 9Of the tribe of Benjamin, Palti, the son of Raphu.
10Of the tribe of Zebulun, Gaddiel, the son of Sodi. 11Of the tribe of Joseph, that is of
the family of Manasseh, Gaddi, the son of Susi. 12Of the tribe of Dan, Ammiel, the son
of Gemalli. 13Of the tribe of Asher, Sethur, the son of Michael 14Of the tribe of Naphtali,
Nahbi, the son of Vophsi. 15Of the tribe of Gad, Gevel, the son of Machi. 16These are the
names of the men whomMoses sent to get knowledge about the land. And Moses gave
to Hoshea, the son of Nun, the name of Joshua. 17 So Moses sent them to have a look
at the land of Canaan, and said to them, Go up into the South and into the hill-country;
18And see what the land is like; and if the people living in it are strong or feeble, small
or great in number; 19And what sort of land they are living in, if it is good or bad; and
what their living-places are, tent-circles or walled towns; 20And if the land is fertile or
poor, and if there iswood in it or not. And be of good heart, and come backwith some of
the produce of the land. Now itwas the timewhen thefirst grapeswere ready. 21So they
went up and got a view of the land, from the waste land of Zin to Rehob, on the way to
Hamath. 22Theywent up into the South and came to Hebron; and Ahiman and Sheshai
and Talmai, the children of Anak, were living there. (Now the building of Hebron took
place seven years before that of Zoan in Egypt.) 23And they came to the valley of Eshcol,
and cutting down a vine-branch with its grapes, two of them took it on a rod between
them; and they took somepomegranates andfigs. 24That placewas named the valley of
Eshcol because of the grapes which the children of Israel took from there. 25At the end
of forty days they came back from viewing the land. 26 And they came back to Moses
and Aaron and all the children of Israel, to Kadesh in thewaste land of Paran; and gave
an account to themand to all the people and let them see the produce of the land. 27And
they said, We came to the land where you sent us, and truly it is flowing with milk and
honey: and here is some of the produce of it. 28 But the people living in the land are
strong, and the towns are walled and very great; further, we saw the children of Anak
there. 29And the Amalekites are in the South; and the Hittites and the Jebusites and the
Amorites are living in the hill-country; and the Canaanites by the sea and by the side of
Jordan. 30ThenCalebmade signs to thepeople to keepquiet, and said toMoses, Let us go
up straight away and take this land; for we are well able to overcome it. 31But the men
whohad gone upwith him said,We are not able to go up against the people, for they are
stronger thanwe. 32And they gave the children of Israel a bad account of the land they
had been to see, saying, This land throughwhich wewent is a land causing destruction
to those living in it; and all the peoplewe saw there aremen ofmore than common size.
33 There we saw those great men, the sons of Anak, offspring of the Nephilim: and we
seemed to ourselves nomore than insects, and so we seemed to them.

14
1 Then all the people gave load cries of grief, and all that night they gave themselves

up to weeping. 2 And all the children of Israel, crying out against Moses and Aaron,
said, If only we had come to our death in the land of Egypt, or even in this waste land!
3Why is the Lord taking us into this land to come to our death by the sword? Ourwives
and our little ones will get into strange hands: would it not be better for us to go back
to Egypt? 4 And they said to one another, Let us make a captain over us, and go back
to Egypt. 5 Then Moses and Aaron went down on their faces before the meeting of the
people. 6And Joshua, the son ofNun, and Caleb, the son of Jephunneh, two of thosewho
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had been to see the land, giving signs of grief, 7 Said to all the children of Israel, This
land which we went through to see is a very good land. 8And if the Lord has delight in
us, he will take us into this land and give it to us, a land flowing with milk and honey.
9Only, do not go against the Lord or go in fear of the people of the land, for they will be
our food; their strength has been taken from themand the Lord iswith us: have no fear
of them. 10 But all the people said they were to be stoned. Then the glory of the Lord
was seen in the Tent of meeting, before the eyes of all the children of Israel. 11And the
Lord said to Moses, How long will this people have no respect for me? how long will
they be without faith, in the face of all the signs I have done among them? 12 I will send
disease on them for their destruction, and take away their heritage, and I will make
of you a nation greater and stronger than they. 13And Moses said to the Lord, Then it
will come to the ears of the Egyptians; for by your power you took this people out from
among them; 14 And they will give the news to the people of this land: they have had
word that you, Lord, are present with this people, letting yourself be seen face to face,
and that your cloud is resting over them, and that you go before them in apillar of cloud
by day and in a pillar of fire by night. 15Now if you put to death all this people as one
man, then the nations who have had word of your glory will say, 16 Because the Lord
was not able to take this people into the land which he made an oath to give them, he
sent destruction on them in thewaste land. 17So now,maymy prayer come before you,
and let the power of the Lord be great, as you said: 18 The Lord is slow to wrath and
great in mercy, overlooking wrongdoing and evil, and will not let wrongdoers go free;
sending punishment on children for the sins of their fathers, to the third and fourth
generation. 19May the sin of this people have forgiveness, in themeasure of your great
mercy, as you have had mercy on them from Egypt up till now. 20And the Lord said, I
have had mercy, as you say: 21But truly, as I am living, and as all the earth will be full
of the glory of the Lord; 22 Because all these men, having seen my glory and the signs
which I have done in Egypt and in thewaste land, still have putme to the test ten times,
and have not given ear to my voice; 23 They will not see the land about which I made
an oath to their fathers; not one of these by whom I have not been honoured will see it.
24But my servant Caleb, because he had a different spirit in him, and has been true to
mewith all his heart, him Iwill take into that land intowhich hewent, and his seedwill
have it for their heritage. 25Now the Amalekites and the Canaanites are in the valley;
tomorrow, turning round, go into the waste land by the way to the Red Sea. 26Then the
Lord said toMoses and Aaron, 27How long am I to put upwith this evil people and their
outcries againstme? Thewordswhich they say againstme have come tomy ears. 28Say
to them, By my life, says the Lord, as certainly as your words have come to my ears, so
certainly will I do this to you: 29 Your dead bodies will be stretched out in this waste
land; and of all your number, all those of twenty years old and over who have been
crying out against me, 30 Not one will come into the land which I gave my word you
would have for your resting-place, but only Caleb, the son of Jephunneh, and Joshua,
the son of Nun. 31And your little ones, whomyou saidwould come into strange hands, I
will take in, and theywill see the landwhich youwould not have. 32But as for you, your
dead bodieswill be stretched in thiswaste land. 33And your childrenwill bewanderers
in the waste land for forty years, undergoing punishment for your false ways, till your
bodies become dust in the waste land. 34And as you went through the land viewing it
for forty days, so for forty years, a year for every day, youwill undergo punishment for
your wrongdoing, and you will see that I am against you. 35 I the Lord have said it, and
this I will certainly do to all this evil people who have come together against me: in this
waste land destruction will come on them, and death will be their fate. 36And the men
whom Moses sent to see the land, and who, by the bad account they gave of the land,
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were the cause of the outcry the people made against Moses, 37 Those same men who
said evil of the land, came to their death by disease before the Lord. 38But Joshua, the
sonofNun, andCaleb, the sonof Jephunneh, of thosewhowent to see the land,werenot
touched by disease. 39And when Moses put these words before the children of Israel,
the people were full of grief. 40And early in the morning they got up and went to the
top of the mountain, saying, We are here and wewill go up to the place which the Lord
said he would give us: for we have done wrong. 41And Moses said, Why are you now
acting against the Lord's order, seeing that no good will come of it? 42Go not up, for the
Lord is not with you, and you will be overcome by those who are fighting against you.
43 For the Amalekites and the Canaanites are there before you, and you will be put to
death by their swords: because you have gone back from the way of the Lord, the Lord
will not be with you. 44 But they gave no attention to his words and went to the top of
the mountain, though Moses and the ark of the Lord's agreement did not go out of the
tent-circle. 45 Then the Amalekites came down, and the Canaanites who were living in
the hill-country, and overcame them completely, driving them back as far as Hormah.

15
1And the Lord said toMoses, 2Say to the children of Israel,When you have come into

the land which I am giving to you for your resting-place, 3 And are going to make an
offering by fire to the Lord, a burned offering or an offering in connectionwith an oath,
or an offering freely given, or at your regular feasts, an offering for a sweet smell to the
Lord, from the herd or the flock: 4 Then let him who is making his offering, give to the
Lord a meal offering of a tenth part of a measure of the best meal mixed with a fourth
part of a hin of oil: 5And for the drink offering, you are to givewith the burned offering
or other offering, the fourth part of a hin of wine for every lamb. 6Or for a male sheep,
give as ameal offering two tenth parts of ameasure of the bestmealmixedwith a third
part of a hin of oil: 7And for the drink offering give a third part of a hin of wine, for a
sweet smell to the Lord. 8And when you make ready a young ox for a burned or other
offering, or for theeffectingofanoath, or forpeace-offerings to theLord: 9Thenwith the
oxgiveameal offeringof three tenthparts of ameasureof thebestmealmixedwithhalf
a hin of oil. 10And for the drink offering: give half a hin of wine, for an offering made
by fire for a sweet smell to the Lord. 11 This is to be done for every young ox and for
every male sheep or he-lamb or young goat. 12Whatever number you make ready, so
you are to do for every one. 13All thosewho are Israelites by birth are to do these things
in this way, when giving an offering made by fire of a sweet smell to the Lord. 14And
if a man from another country or any other person living among you, through all your
generations, has the desire to give an offeringmade by fire of a sweet smell to the Lord,
let himdoas youdo. 15There is to be one law for youand for themanof another country
living with you, one law for ever from generation to generation; as you are, so is he to
be before the Lord. 16 The law and the rule are to be the same for you and for those
from other lands living with you. 17And the Lord said to Moses, 18 Say to the children
of Israel, When you come into the landwhere I am guiding you, 19Then, when you take
for your food the produce of the land, you are to give an offering lifted up before the
Lord. 20Of the first of your roughmeal you are to give a cake for a lifted offering, lifting
it up before the Lord as the offering of the grain-floor is lifted up. 21From generation to
generation you are to give to the Lord a lifted offering from the first of your roughmeal.
22And if in error you go against any of these laws which the Lord has given to Moses,
23All the laws which the Lord has given you by the hand of Moses, from the day when
the Lord gave them, and ever after from generation to generation; 24Then, if thewrong
is done in error, without the knowledge of themeeting of the people, let all themeeting
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give a young ox as a burned offering, a sweet smell to the Lord, with its meal offering
and its drink offering, as is ordered in the law, togetherwith a he-goat for a sin-offering.
25So the priest will make the people free from sin, and theywill have forgiveness; for it
was an error, and they have given their offeringmade by fire to the Lord, and their sin-
offeringbefore theLord, on account of their error: 26Andall themeeting of the children
of Israel, aswell as those fromother lands living among them,will have forgiveness; for
itwas an error on the part of the people. 27And if one persondoeswrong,without being
conscious of it, then let him give a she-goat of the first year for a sin-offering. 28And the
priest will take away the sin of the person who has done wrong, if the wrong was done
unconsciously, and hewill have forgiveness. 29The law in connectionwithwrong done
unconsciously is to be the same for him who is an Israelite by birth and for the man
from another country who is living among them. 30But the person who does wrong in
the pride of his heart, if he is one of you or of another nation by birth, is acting without
respect for the Lord, andwill be cut off fromhis people. 31Because hehadno respect for
the word of the Lord, and did not keep his law, that man will be cut off without mercy
and his sin will be on him. 32Now while the children of Israel were in the waste land,
they saw a man who was getting sticks on the Sabbath day. 33And those who saw him
getting sticks took him beforeMoses and Aaron and all the people. 34And they had him
shutup, because theyhadnodirectionsaboutwhatwas tobedonewithhim. 35Then the
Lord said to Moses, Certainly the man is to be put to death: let him be stoned by all the
people outside the tent-circle. 36 So all the people took him outside the tent-circle and
he was stoned to death there, as the Lord gave orders to Moses. 37And the Lord said to
Moses, 38 Say to the children of Israel that through all their generations they are to put
on the edges of their robes an ornament of twisted threads, and in every ornament a
blue cord; 39 So that, looking on these ornaments, you may keep in mind the orders of
the Lord anddo them; andnot be guidedby the desires of your hearts and eyes, through
which you have been untrue tome: 40And that youmay keep inmind allmy orders and
do them and be holy to your God. 41 I am the Lord your God, who took you out of the
land of Egypt, so that I might be your God: I am the Lord your God.

16
1 Now Korah, the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, with Dathan and

Abiram, the sons of Eliab, and On, the son of Pallu, the son of Reuben, made themselves
ready, 2 And came before Moses, with certain of the children of Israel, two hundred
and fifty chiefs of the people, men of good name who had a place in the meeting of the
people. 3 They came together against Moses and against Aaron, and said to them, You
take overmuch on yourselves, seeing that all the people are holy, every one of them,
and the Lord is among them; why then have you put yourselves in authority over the
people of the Lord? 4 And Moses, hearing this, went down on his face; 5 And he said
to Korah and his band, In the morning the Lord will make clear who are his, and who
is holy, and who may come near him: the man of his selection will be caused to come
near him. 6 So do this: let Korah and all his band take vessels for burning perfumes;
7And put spices on the fire in them before the Lord tomorrow; then the man marked
out by the Lord will be holy: you take overmuch on yourselves, you sons of Levi. 8And
Moses said to Korah, Give ear now, you sons of Levi: 9Does it seem only a small thing
to you that the God of Israel has made you separate from the rest of Israel, letting you
comenearhimself to do theworkof theHouse of theLord, and to take yourplace before
the people to do what has to be done for them; 10Letting you, and all your brothers the
sons of Levi, come near to him? and would you now be priests? 11 So you and all your
band have come together against the Lord; and Aaron, who is he, that you are crying
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out against him? 12ThenMoses sent for Dathan andAbiram, the sons of Eliab: and they
said,Wewill not comeup: 13 Is it not enough that you have taken us froma landflowing
with milk and honey, to put us to death in the waste land, but now you are desiring to
make yourself a chief over us? 14Andmore than this, you have not taken us into a land
flowingwithmilk and honey, or given us a heritage of fields and vine-gardens: will you
put out the eyes of thesemen? Wewill not come up. 15ThenMoses was very angry, and
said to the Lord, Give no attention to their offering: not one of their asses have I taken,
or donewrong to any of them. 16AndMoses said to Korah, You and all your band are to
come before the Lord tomorrow, you and they and Aaron: 17And let every man take a
vessel for burning perfumes, andput sweet spices in them; let everyman takehis vessel
before the Lord, two hundred and fifty vessels; you and Aaron and everyone with his
vessel. 18 So every man took his vessel and they put fire in them, with spices, and came
to the door of the Tent of meeting with Moses and Aaron. 19 And Korah made all the
people come together against them to the door of the Tent of meeting: and the glory of
the Lord was seen by all the people. 20And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 21 Come
out from among this people, so that I may send sudden destruction on them. 22 Then
falling down on their faces they said, O God, the God of the spirits of all flesh, because
of one man's sin will your wrath be moved against all the people? 23And the Lord said
to Moses, 24 Say to the people, Come away from the tent of Korah Dathan, and Abiram.
25 So Moses got up and went to Dathan and Abiram, and the responsible men of Israel
went with him. 26 And he said to the people, Come away now from the tents of these
evil men, without touching anything of theirs, or you may be taken in the punishment
of their sins. 27 So on every side they went away from the tent of Korah Dathan, and
Abiram: and Dathan and Abiram came out to the door of their tents, with their wives
and their sons and their little ones. 28And Moses said, Now you will see that the Lord
has sent me to do all these works, and I have not done them of myself. 29 If these men
have the commondeathofmen, or if thenatural fate of allmenovertakes them, then the
Lord has not sent me. 30But if the Lord does something new, opening the earth to take
them in, with everything which is theirs, and they go down living into the underworld,
then it will be clear to you that the Lord has not been honoured by these men. 31And
while these words were on his lips, the earth under themwas parted in two; 32And the
earth, opening her mouth, took them in, with their families, and all the men who were
joined to Korah, and their goods. 33 So they and all theirs went down living into the
underworld, and the earth was shut over them, and they were cut off from among the
meeting of the people. 34And all Israel round about themwent in flight at their cry, For
fear, said they, that we go down into the heart of the earth. 35 Then fire came out from
the Lord, burning up the two hundred and fifty men who were offering the perfume.
36 And the Lord said to Moses, 37 Say to Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, that he is
to take out of the flames the vessels with the perfumes in them, turning the fire out of
them, for they are holy; 38And let the vessels of those men, who with their lives have
made payment for their sin, be hammered out into plates as a cover for the altar; for
they have been offered before the Lord and are holy; so that they may be a sign to the
children of Israel. 39So Eleazar the priest took the brass vessels which had been offered
by those who were burned up, and they were hammered out to make a cover for the
altar: 40To be a sign, kept inmemory for ever by the children of Israel, that nomanwho
is not of the seed ofAaronhas the right of burning spices before the Lord, so that hemay
not be like Korah and his band: as the Lord said to him by the mouth of Moses. 41 But
on the day after, all the children of Israel made an outcry against Moses and against
Aaron, saying, You have put to death the Lord's people. 42Now when the people had
come together againstMoses andAaron, looking in the direction of the Tent ofmeeting,
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they saw the cloud covering it, and the glory of the Lord came before their eyes. 43Then
Moses andAaron came to the front of the Tent ofmeeting. 44And theLord said toMoses,
45 Come out from among this people, so that I may send sudden destruction on them.
And they went down on their faces. 46And Moses said to Aaron, Take your vessel and
put in it fire from the altar, and sweet spices, and take it quickly into the meeting of
the people, and make them free from sin: for wrath has gone out from the Lord, and
the disease is starting. 47 And at the words of Moses, Aaron took his vessel, and went
running among the people; and even then the disease had made a start among them;
and he put spices in his vessel to take away the sin of the people. 48 And he took his
place between the dead and the living: and the disease was stopped. 49Now fourteen
thousand, seven hundred deaths were caused by that disease, in addition to those who
came to their end because of what Korah had done. 50Then Aaron went back to Moses
to the door of the Tent of meeting: and the disease came to a stop.

17
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Say to the children of Israel that they are to give you

rods, one for every family, for every chief, the head of his father's house,making twelve
rods; let every man's name be placed on his rod. 3And let Aaron's name be placed on
the rod of Levi: for there is to be one rod for the head of every family. 4And let them
be stored up in the Tent of meeting, in front of the ark of witness where I come to you.
5And the rod of that man who is marked out by me for myself will have buds on it; so I
will put a stop to the outcries which the children of Israel make to me against you. 6 So
Moses gave these orders to the children of Israel, and all their chiefs gave him rods, one
for the head of every family, making twelve rods: and Aaron's rod was among them.
7AndMoses put the rods before the Lord in the Tent of witness. 8Now on the day after,
Moses went into the Tent of witness; and he saw that Aaron's rod, the rod of the house
of Levi, had put out buds, and was covered with buds and flowers and fruit. 9 Then
Moses took out all the rods from before the Lord, and gave them back to the children of
Israel: and they saw them, and every man took his rod. 10And the Lord said to Moses,
Put Aaron's rod back in front of the ark of witness, to be kept for a sign against this
false-hearted people, so that youmay put a stop to their outcries against me, and death
may not overtake them. 11 This Moses did: as the Lord gave orders, so he did. 12 And
the children of Israel said to Moses, Truly, destruction has come on us; an evil fate has
overtaken us all. 13Death will overtake everyonewho comes near, who comes near the
House of the Lord: are we all to come to destruction?

18
1 And the Lord said to Aaron, You and your sons and your father's family are to be

responsible for all wrongdoing in relation to the holy place: and you and your sons are
to be responsible for the errors which come about in your work as priests. 2 Let your
brothers, the family of Levi, come near with you, so that they may be joined with you
and be your servants: but you and your sons with you are to go in before the ark of
witness. 3 They are to do your orders and be responsible for the work of the Tent; but
they may not come near the vessels of the holy place or the altar, so that death may not
overtake themor you. 4They are to be joinedwith you in the care of the Tent ofmeeting,
doing whatever is needed for the Tent: and no one of any other family may come near
you. 5You are to be responsible for the holy place and the altar, so thatwrathmaynever
again come on the children of Israel. 6Now, see, I have taken your brothers the Levites
from among the children of Israel: they are given to you and to the Lord, to do thework
of the Tent ofmeeting. 7And you and your sonswith you are to be responsible as priests
for the altar and everything on it, and everything inside the veil; you are to do thework
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of priests; I have given you your position as priests; and any othermanwho comes near
will be put to death. 8And the Lord said to Aaron, See, I have given into your care my
liftedofferings; evenall theholy thingsof thechildrenof Israel Ihavegiven toyouand to
your sons as your right for ever, because you have beenmarkedwith the holy oil. 9This
is to be yours of the most holy things, out of the fire offerings; every offering of theirs,
everymeal offering and sin-offering, and every offeringwhich theymake on account of
error, is to bemost holy for you and your sons. 10Asmost holy things they are to be your
food: let every male have them for food; it is to be holy to you. 11And this is yours: the
lifted offeringwhich they give and all thewave offerings of the children of Israel I have
given to you and to your sons and to your daughters as your right for ever: everyone in
your house who is clean may have them for food. 12All the best of the oil and the wine
and the grain, the first-fruits of them which they give to the Lord, to you have I given
them. 13The earliest produce from their landwhich they take to the Lord is to be yours;
everyone in your house who is clean may have it for his food. 14 Everything given by
oath to the Lord in Israel is to be yours. 15 The first birth of every living thing which is
offered to the Lord, ofman or beast, is to be yours; but for the first sons ofmanpayment
is to be made, and for the first young of unclean beasts. 16 Payment is to be made for
thesewhen they are amonth old, at the value fixed by you, a price of five shekels by the
scale of the holy place, that is, twenty gerahs to the shekel. 17But no such paymentmay
bemade for the first birth of an ox or a sheep or a goat; these are holy: their blood is to
be dropped on the altar, and their fat burned for an offeringmade by fire, a sweet smell
to the Lord. 18 Their flesh is to be yours; like the breast of the wave offering and the
right leg, it is to be yours. 19All the lifted offerings of the holy things which the children
of Israel give to the Lord, I have given to you and to your sons and to your daughters
as a right for ever. This is an agreement made with salt before the Lord, to you and to
your seed for ever. 20 And the Lord said to Aaron, You will have no heritage in their
land, or any part among them; I am your part and your heritage among the children of
Israel. 21And to the children of Levi I have given as their heritage all the tenths offered
in Israel, as payment for the work they do, the work of the Tent of meeting. 22 In future
the children of Israel are not to come near the Tent of meeting, so that death may not
come to thembecause of sin. 23But the Levites are to do thework of the Tent ofmeeting,
and be responsible for errors in connection with it: this is a law for ever through all
your generations; and among the children of Israel they will have no heritage. 24 For
the tenths which the children of Israel give as a lifted offering to the Lord I have given
to the Levites as their heritage. and so I have said to them, Among the children of Israel
they will have no heritage. 25 And the Lord said to Moses, 26 Say to the Levites, When
you take from the children of Israel the tenth which I have given to you from them as
your heritage, a tenth part of that tenth is to be offered as an offering lifted up before
the Lord. 27And this lifted offering is to be put to your credit as if it was grain from the
grain-floor and wine from the vines. 28 So you are to make an offering lifted up to the
Lord from all the tenths which you get from the children of Israel, giving out of it the
Lord's lifted offering to Aaron the priest. 29 From everything given to you, let the best
of it, the holy part of it, be offered as a lifted offering to the Lord. 30 Say to them, then,
When the best of it is lifted up on high, it is to be put to the account of the Levites as the
increase of the grain-floor and of the place where the grapes are crushed. 31 It is to be
your food, for you and your families in every place: it is your reward for your work in
the Tent of meeting. 32And no sin will be yours on account of it, when the best of it has
been lifteduponhigh; youarenot tomakeawronguse of theholy things of the children
of Israel, so that deathmay not overtake you.
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19
1And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 2 This is the rule of the law which the Lord

has made, saying, Give orders to the children of Israel to give you a red cow without
any mark on her, and on which the yoke has never been put: 3Give her to Eleazar the
priest and let him take her outside the tent-circle and have her put to death before him.
4 Then let Eleazar the priest take some of her blood on his finger, shaking the blood
seven times in the direction of the front of the Tent of meeting: 5And the cow is to be
burnedbeforehim, her skinandherfleshandherbloodandherwasteare tobeburned:
6Then let the priest take cedar-wood and hyssop and red thread, and put them into the
fire where the cow is burning. 7And the priest, after washing his clothing and bathing
his body in water, may come back to the tent-circle, and will be unclean till evening.
8And he who does the burning is to have his clothing washed and his body bathed in
water and be unclean till evening. 9 Then let a man who is clean take the dust of the
burned cow and put it outside the tent-circle in a clean place, where it is to be kept for
the children of Israel and used inmaking the water which takes away what is unclean:
it is a sin-offering. 10 And he who takes up the dust of the burned cow is to have his
clothing washed with water and be unclean till evening: this is to be a law for ever, for
the children of Israel as well as for the man from another country who is living among
them. 11Anyone touching a dead body will be unclean for seven days: 12On the third
day and on the seventh day he is to make himself clean with the water, and so he will
be clean: but if he does not do this on the third day and on the seventh day, he will not
be clean. 13 Anyone touching the body of a dead man without making himself clean
in this way, makes the House of the Lord unclean; and that man will be cut off from
Israel: because thewaterwas not put on him, hewill be unclean; his unclean condition
is unchanged. 14 This is the law when death comes to a man in his tent: everyone who
comes into the tent, and everyone who is in the tent, will be unclean for seven days.
15 And every open vessel without a cover fixed on it will be unclean. 16 And anyone
touching onewhohas beenput to deathwith the sword in the open country, or the body
of onewho has come to his end by a natural death, or aman's bone, or the resting-place
of a dead body, will be unclean for seven days. 17And for the unclean, they are to take
the dust of the burning of the sin-offering, and put flowingwater on it in a vessel: 18And
a clean person is to take hyssop and put it in the water, shaking it over the tent, and all
thevessels, and thepeoplewhowere there, andoverhimbywhomthebone, or thebody
of one who has been put to death with the sword, or the body of one who has come to
his end by a natural death, or the resting-place was touched. 19Let the clean person do
this to the unclean on the third day and on the seventh day: and on the seventh day he
is to make him clean; and after washing his clothing and bathing himself in water, he
will be clean in the evening. 20But themanwho, being unclean, does not make himself
clean in this way, will be cut off from the meeting of the people, because he has made
the holy place of the Lord unclean: the water has not been put on him, he is unclean.
21This is to be a law for them for ever: hewhoputs thewater on the uncleanperson is to
have his clothing washed; and anyone touching the water will be unclean till evening.
22Anything touched by the unclean person will be unclean; and any person touching it
will be unclean till evening.

20
1 In thefirstmonthall the childrenof Israel came into thewaste landofZin, andputup

their tents in Kadesh; there death came to Miriam, and they put her body to rest in the
earth. 2And there was no water for the people: and they came together against Moses
and against Aaron. 3And the people were angry withMoses and said, If only death had
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overtaken us when our brothers came to their death before the Lord! 4Why have you
taken the Lord's people into this waste, for death to come to us and to our cattle there?
5Whyhaveyoumadeus comeout of Egypt into this evil place? This is noplace of seedor
figs or vines or other fruits, and there is nowater for drinking. 6ThenMoses and Aaron
went away from the people to the door of the Tent ofmeeting; and, falling on their faces
there, they saw the glory of the Lord. 7And the Lord said to Moses, 8 Take the rod, you
and Aaron, your brother, and make all the people come together, and before their eyes
give orders to the rock to give out its water; and so make water come out of the rock
for them, and give the people and their cattle drink. 9 And Moses took the rod from
before the Lord as he gave him orders. 10ThenMoses andAaronmade the people come
together in front of the rock, andhe said to them,Give earnow, youpeoplewhosehearts
are turned fromtheLord; arewe togetwater foryououtof the rock? 11And liftinguphis
hand, Moses gave the rock two blows with his rod: and water came streaming out, and
the people and their cattle had drink enough. 12Then the Lord said toMoses andAaron,
Because you had not enough faith in me to keep my name holy before the children of
Israel, you will not take this people into the land which I have given them. 13These are
the waters of Meribah; because the children of Israel went against the Lord, and they
saw that he was holy among them. 14 Then Moses sent men from Kadesh to the king
of Edom to say to him, Your brother Israel says, You have knowledge of all the things
we have been through; 15How our fathers went down into Egypt, and we were living
in Egypt for a long time; and the Egyptians were cruel to us and to our fathers: 16And
the Lord gave ear to the voice of our cry, and sent an angel and took us out of Egypt:
and now we are in Kadesh, a town on the edge of your land; 17 Let us now go through
your land: we will not go into field or vine-garden, or take the water of the springs; we
will go by the highway, not turning to the right or to the left, till we have gone past the
limits of your land. 18And Edom said, You are not to go through my land, for if you do
I will come out against you with the sword. 19 And the children of Israel said to him,
We will go up by the highway: and if we or our cattle take of your water, we will give
you a price for it: only let us go through on our feet, nothing more. 20But he said, You
are not to go through. And Edom came out against them in his strength, with a great
army. 21 So Edom would not let Israel go through his land; and Israel went in another
direction. 22And they went on from Kadesh, and came, with all their people, to Mount
Hor. 23And at Mount Hor, at the edge of the land of Edom, the Lord said to Moses and
Aaron, 24Aaron will be put to rest with his people; he will not go into the land which I
have given to the children of Israel, because youwent against myword at thewaters of
Meribah. 25 So take Aaron and Eleazar, his son, up into Mount Hor; 26And take Aaron's
robes offhimand put themonEleazar, his son: and deathwill come to Aaron there, and
he will be put to rest with his people. 27 So Moses did as the Lord had said, and before
the eyes of all the people they went upMount Hor. 28AndMoses took off Aaron's robes,
and put them on Eleazar, his son; and there on the top of the mountain death came to
Aaron: thenMoses andEleazar camedown from themountain. 29Andwhen the people
saw that Aaron was dead, all the children of Israel gave themselves up to weeping for
him for thirty days.

21
1And it came to the ears of the Canaanite, the king of Arad, living in the South, that

Israel was coming by theway of Atharim, and he came out against them and took some
of them prisoners. 2Then Israel made an oath to the Lord, and said, If you will give up
thispeople intomyhands, then Iwill sendcompletedestructiononall their towns. 3And
the Lord, in answer to the voice of Israel, gave the Canaanites up to them; and they put
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them and their towns completely to destruction: and that place was named Hormah.
4 Then they went on from Mount Hor by the way to the Red Sea, going round the land
of Edom: and the spirit of the people was overcome with weariness on the way. 5And
crying out againstGodandagainstMoses, they said,Whyhaveyou takenus out of Egypt
to come to ourdeath in thewaste land? For there is nobreadandnowater, and this poor
bread is disgusting to us. 6 Then the Lord sent poison-snakes among the people; and
their bites were a cause of death to numbers of the people of Israel. 7 Then the people
came toMoses and said,Wehave donewrong in crying out against the Lord and against
you: make prayer to the Lord to take away the snakes from us. So Moses made prayer
for the people. 8And the Lord said to Moses, Make an image of a snake and put it on a
rod, and anyonewho has beenwounded by the snakes, looking on it will bemadewell.
9 So Moses made a snake of brass and put it on a rod; and anyone who had a snakebite,
after looking on the snake of brass, was made well. 10Then the children of Israel went
on and put up their tents in Oboth. 11And journeying on again fromOboth, they put up
their tents in Iye-abarim, in thewaste land beforeMoab looking east. 12Andmoving on
from there, they put up their tents in the valley of Zered. 13 From there they went on
and put up their tents on the other side of the Arnon, which is on the waste land at the
edge of the land of the Amorites; for the Arnon is the line of division betweenMoab and
the Amorites: 14As it says in the book of theWars of the Lord, Vaheb in Suphah, and the
valley of theAmon; 15The slope of the valleys goingdown to the tents ofAr and touching
the edge of Moab. 16 From there they went on to Beer, the water-spring of which the
Lord said to Moses, Make the people come together and I will give themwater. 17Then
Israel gave voice to this song: Come up, O water-spring, let us make a song to it: 18 The
fountain made by the chiefs, made deep by the great ones of the people, with the law-
givers' rod, and with their sticks. Then from the waste land they went on to Mattanah:
19And fromMattanah toNahaliel: and fromNahaliel to Bamoth: 20And fromBamoth to
the valley in the open country of Moab, and to the top of Pisgah looking over Jeshimon.
21And Israel sent men to Sihon, king of the Amorites, saying, 22Let me go through your
land: we will not go into field or vine-garden, or take the water of the springs; we will
go by the highway till we have gone past the limits of your land. 23 And Sihon would
not let Israel go through his land; but got all his people together and went out against
Israel into the waste land, as far as Jahaz, to makewar on Israel. 24But Israel overcame
him, and took all his land from the Arnon to the Jabbok, as far as the country of the
children of Ammon, for the country of the children of Ammon was strongly armed.
25And Israel took all their towns, living in Heshbon and all the towns and small places
of the Amorites. 26 For Heshbon was the town of Sihon, king of the Amorites, who had
made war against an earlier king of Moab and taken from him all his land as far as the
Arnon. 27 So the makers of wise sayings say, Come to Heshbon, building up the town
of Sihon and making it strong: 28 For a fire has gone out of Heshbon, a flame from the
town of Sihon: for the destruction of Ar in Moab, and the lords of the high places of the
Arnon. 29 Sorrow is yours, O Moab! Destruction is your fate, O people of Chemosh: his
sons have gone in flight, and his daughters are prisoners, in the hands of Sihon, king of
theAmorites. 30They arewoundedwith our arrows; destructionhas comeonHeshbon,
even to Dibon; and we have made the land waste as far as Nophah, stretching out to
Medeba. 31 So Israel put up their tents in the land of the Amorites. 32And Moses sent
men secretly to Jazer, and they took its towns, driving out the Amoriteswhowere living
there. 33Then turning theywent up by theway of Bashan; andOg, king of Bashan, went
out against themwith all his people, to the fight at Edrei. 34And the Lord said to Moses,
Have no fear of him: for I have given him up into your hands, with all his people and
his land; do to him as you did to Sihon, king of the Amorites, at Heshbon. 35 So they
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overcame him and his sons and his people, driving them all out: and they took his land
for their heritage.

22
1Then the childrenof Israel, journeyingon, putup their tents in the lowlandsofMoab,

on the other side of Jordan at Jericho. 2Now Balak, the son of Zippor, saw what Israel
had done to the Amorites. 3 And in Moab there was great fear of the people, because
their numbers were so great: and the feeling of Moab was bitter against the children
of Israel. 4 Then Moab said to the responsible men of Midian, It is clear that this great
people will be the destruction of everything round us, making a meal of us as the ox
does of the grass of the field. At that time Balak, the son of Zippor, was king of Moab.
5So he sentmen to Balaam, son of Beor, at Pethor by the River in the land of the children
of his people, saying to him, See, a people has come out of Egypt, covering all the face
of the earth, and they have put up their tents opposite to me: 6Come now, in answer to
my prayer, and put a curse on this people, for they are greater than I: and then I may
be strong enough to overcome them and send them out of the land: for it is clear that
good comes to himwhohas your blessing, but he onwhomyouput your curse is cursed.
7So the responsiblemen ofMoab andMidianwent away, taking in their hands rewards
for the prophet; and they came to Balaam and said to him what Balak had given them
orders to say. 8And he said to them, Take your rest here tonight, and I will give you an
answer after hearing what the Lord says; so the chiefs of Moab kept there with Balaam
that night. 9And God came to Balaam and said, Who are these men with you? 10And
Balaam said to God, Balak, the son of Zippor, king of Moab, has sent them tome, saying,
11 See, the people who have come out of Egypt are covering all the earth: now, put a
curse on this people for me, so that I may be able to make war on them, driving them
out of the land. 12AndGod said to Balaam, You are not to gowith them, or put a curse on
this people, for they have my blessing. 13 In the morning Balaam got up and said to the
chiefs of Balak, Go back to your land, for the Lord will not let me go with you. 14 So the
chiefs of Moab went back to Balak and said, Balaam will not come with us. 15 So Balak
sentmore chiefs, greater in number and of higher position than the others. 16And they
came to Balaam and said, Balak, son of Zippor, says, Let nothing keep you from coming
to me: 17 For I will give you a place of very great honour, and whatever you say to me I
will do; so come, in answer to my prayer, and put a curse on this people. 18But Balaam,
in answer; said to the servants of Balak, Even if Balak gave me his house full of silver
and gold, it would not be possible for me to do anythingmore or less than the orders of
the Lord my God. 19 So take your rest here this night, till I have knowledge what more
the Lord has to say tome. 20And that night God came to Balaamand said to him, If these
menhave come for you, gowith them: butdoonlywhat I say to you. 21So in themorning
Balaam got up and, making his ass ready, went with the chiefs of Moab. 22But God was
moved to wrath because he went: and the angel of the Lord took up a position in the
road to keep him from his purpose. Now hewas seated on his ass, and his two servants
were with him. 23 And the ass saw the angel of the Lord waiting in the road with his
sword in his hand; and turning from the road, the ass went into the field; and Balaam
gave the ass blows, to get her back on to the road. 24Then the angel of the Lord took up
his position in a narrow road through the vine-gardens, with a wall on this side and on
that. 25And the ass saw the angel of the Lord, andwent near thewall, crushingBalaam's
foot against the wall; and he gave her more blows. 26 Then the angel of the Lord went
further, stopping in a narrow placewhere therewas no room for turning to the right or
to the left. 27And the ass saw the angel of the Lord and went down on the earth under
Balaam; and full of wrath, Balaam gave her hard blows with his stick. 28Then the Lord
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gave theass thepowerof talking, andopeninghermouth she said toBalaam,Whathave
I done to you that you have givenmeblows these three times? 29AndBalaam said to the
ass, You have made me seem foolish: if only I had a sword in my hand I would put you
to death. 30And the ass said to Balaam, Am I not your ass uponwhich you have gone all
your life till this day? and have I ever done this to you before? And he said, No. 31Then
the Lordmade Balaam's eyes open, and he saw the angel of the Lord in thewaywith his
sword in his hand: and he went down on his face to the earth. 32And the angel of the
Lordsaid tohim,Whyhaveyougivenyourassblows these three times? See, Ihavecome
out against you to keep youback, because your purpose is not pleasing tome. 33And the
ass saw me, turning to one side fromme three times: if she had not gone to one side, I
would certainly haveput you to death andkept her safe. 34AndBalaamsaid to the angel
of the Lord, I have done wrong, for I did not see that you were in the way against me:
but now, if it is evil in your eyes, I will go back again. 35And the angel of the Lord said
to Balaam, Go with the men; but say only what I give you to say. Then Balaamwent on
with the chiefs of Balak. 36NowBalak, hearing that Balaamhad come, went to the chief
town ofMoab, on the edge of the Arnon, in the farthest part of the land, for the purpose
of meeting him. 37And Balak said to Balaam, Did I not send to you, requesting youwith
all my heart to come to me? why did you not come? am I not able to give you a place of
honour? 38Then Balaam said to Balak, Now I have come to you; but have I power to say
anything? OnlywhatGodputs intomymouthmay I say. 39AndBalaamwentwithBalak
to Kiriath-huzoth. 40And Balak made offerings of oxen and sheep, and sent to Balaam
and the chiefs who were with him. 41And in the morning Balak took Balaam up to the
high places of Baal, and from there he was able to see the outer limits of the people.

23
1And Balaam said to Balak, Makeme here seven altars and get ready seven oxen and

sevenmale sheep. 2And Balak did as Balaam had said; and Balak and Balaammade an
offeringoneveryaltarof anoxandamale sheep. 3ThenBalaamsaid toBalak, Takeyour
place by your burned offering, and I will go and see if the Lord comes to me: and I will
give you word of whatever he says to me. And he went to an open place on a hill. 4And
God came to Balaam, and Balaam said to him, I have made ready seven altars, offering
an ox and amale sheep on every altar. 5And the Lord putwords in Balaam'smouth, and
said, Go back to Balak, and this is what you are to say. 6 So he went back to him where
he was waiting by his burned offering with all the chiefs of Moab. 7And in the words
which the Lord had given him he said, From Aram Balak has sent for me, the king of
Moab from the mountains of the East: come, put curses on Jacob for me and be angry
with Israel. 8How may I put curses on him who is not cursed by God? how may I be
angry with himwith whom the Lord is not angry? 9From the top of the rocks I see him,
looking down on him from the hills: it is a people made separate, not to be numbered
among thenations. 10Who is able to take themeasure of thedust of Jacobor thenumber
of the thousands of Israel? May my death be the death of the upright and my last end
like his! 11Then Balak said to Balaam,What have you done tome? I sent for you so that
my haters might be cursed, and see, you have given them a blessing. 12And in answer
he said, Am I not ordered to say only what the Lord puts into my mouth? 13And Balak
said tohim, Comewithmenow into anotherplace fromwhichyouwill not beable to see
them all, but only the outskirts of them; and you will send curses on them from there.
14 So he took him into the country of Zophim, to the top of Pisgah, and there they made
seven altars, offering an ox and a male sheep on every altar. 15 Then he said to Balak,
Take your place here by your burned offering, while I go over there to the Lord. 16And
the Lord came to Balaam, and put words in his mouth, and said, Go back to Balak, and
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this is what you are to say. 17 So he came to him where he was waiting by his burned
offering with the chiefs of Moab by his side. And Balak said to him, What has the Lord
said? 18And in thewordswhich theLordhad givenhimhe said, Up! Balak, and give ear;
give attention tome, O son of Zippor: 19God is not aman, to saywhat is false; or the son
of man, that his purpose may be changed: what he has said, will he not do? and will he
not give effect to the words of his mouth? 20See, I have had orders to give blessing: and
he has given a blessing which I have no power to take away. 21He has seen no evil in
Jacob orwrongdoing in Israel: the Lord his God iswith him, and the glad cry of a king is
among them. 22 It is Godwhohas taken themout of Egypt; his horns are like those of the
mountain ox. 23No evil power has effect against Jacob, no secret arts against Israel; at
the right time it will be said of Jacob and of Israel, See what God has done! 24 See, Israel
comes up like a she-lion, lifting himself up like a lion: he will take no rest till he has
made ameal of those he has overcome, drinking the blood of those he has put to death.
25 Then Balak said to Balaam, If you will not put a curse on them, at all events do not
give them a blessing. 26But Balaam in answer said to Balak, Did I not say to you, I may
only do what the Lord says? 27Then Balak said to Balaam, Come now, I will take you to
another place; itmaybe that Godwill let youput a curse on them from there. 28SoBalak
took Balaam to the top of Peor, looking down over thewaste land. 29And Balaam said to
Balak, Make me seven altars here and get seven oxen and seven male sheep ready for
me. 30And Balak did as Balaam said, offering an ox and amale sheep on every altar.

24
1Nowwhen Balaam saw that it was the Lord's pleasure to give his blessing to Israel,

he did not, as at other times, make use of secret arts, but turning his face to the waste
land, 2And lifting up his eyes, he saw Israel there, with their tents in the order of their
tribes: and the spirit of God came on him. 3 And moved by the spirit, he said, These
are the words of Balaam, son of Beor, the words of the man whose eyes are open: 4He
says, whose ears are open to the words of God, who has seen the vision of the Ruler
of all, falling down, but having his eyes open: 5How fair are your tents, O Jacob, your
houses, O Israel! 6They are stretched out like valleys, like gardens by the riverside, like
flowering trees planted by the Lord, like cedar-trees by the waters. 7Peoples will be in
fear before his strength, his arm will be on great nations: his king will be higher than
Agag, andhis kingdommade great in honour. 8 It is Godwhohas takenhimout of Egypt;
his horns are like those of themountain ox; the nations warring against himwill be his
food, their bones will be broken, they will be wounded with his arrows. 9He took his
sleep stretched out like a lion, and like a she-lion: bywhomwill his rest be broken? May
a blessing be on everyone who gives you blessing, and a curse on everyone by whom
you are cursed. 10 Then Balak was full of wrath against Balaam, and angrily waving
his hands he said to Balaam, I sent for you so that those who are against me might be
cursed, but now, see, three times you have given them a blessing. 11 Go back quickly
to the place you came from: it was my purpose to give you a place of honour, but now
the Lord has kept you back from honour. 12 Then Balaam said to Balak, Did I not say
to the men you sent to me, 13 Even if Balak gave me his house full of silver and gold, it
would not be possible for me to go outside the orders of the Lord, doing good or evil at
the impulse of my mind; whatever the Lord says I will say? 14 So now I will go back to
my people: but first let me make clear to you what this people will do to your people
in days to come. 15 Then he went on with his story and said, These are the words of
Balaam, the son of Beor, the words of himwhose eyes are open: 16He says, whose ear is
open to thewords of God, who has knowledge of theMost High, who has seen the vision
of the Ruler of all, falling down and having his eyes open: 17 I see him, but not now:
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looking on him, but not near: a star will come out of Jacob, and a rod of authority out of
Israel, sending destruction to the farthest limits of Moab and on the head of all the sons
of Sheth. 18Edomwill be his heritage, and he will put an end to the last of the people of
Seir. 19And Israelwill goon in strength, and Jacobwill have ruleoverhishaters. 20Then,
turning his eyes to Amalek, he went on with his story and said, Amalek was the first of
the nations, but his part will be destruction for ever. 21And looking on the Kenites he
went onwith his story and said, Strong is your living-place, and your secret place is safe
in the rock. 22 But still the Kenites will be wasted, till Asshur takes you away prisoner.
23 Then he went on with his story and said, But who may keep his life when God does
this? 24But shipswill come from the direction of Kittim, troublingAsshur and troubling
Eber, and like the others their fate will be destruction. 25Then Balaam got up and went
back to his place: and Balak went away.

25
1Nowwhen Israelwas living in Shittim thepeoplebecame false to theLord, doing evil

with the daughters of Moab: 2For they sent for the people to be present at the offerings
made to their gods; and the people took part in their feasts and gave honour to their
gods. 3 So Israel had relations with the women of Moab in honour of the Baal of Peor:
and the Lord was moved to wrath against Israel. 4 Then the Lord said to Moses, Take
all the chiefs of the people, hanging them up in the sun before the Lord, so that the
wrath of the Lordmay be turned from Israel. 5 SoMoses said to the judges of Israel, Let
everyoneput todeath those of hismenwhohavehad relationswith thewomenofMoab
in honour of the Baal of Peor. 6Then one of the children of Israel came to his brothers,
takingwith him awoman ofMidian, before the eyes ofMoses and all themeeting of the
people, while they were weeping at the door of the Tent of meeting. 7 And Phinehas,
the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, seeing it, got up from among the people
and took a spear in his hand, 8 And went after the man of Israel into the tent, driving
the spear through the two of them, through theman of Israel and through the stomach
of the woman. So the disease was stopped among the children of Israel. 9 But twenty-
four thousand of them had come to their death by the disease. 10 And the Lord said
to Moses, 11 Through Phinehas, and because of his passion for my honour, my wrath
has been turned away from the children of Israel, so that I have not sent destruction on
themall inmywrath. 12So say to them that Iwillmakewith himanagreement of peace:
13And by this agreement, he and his sons after him have the right to be priests for ever;
because, by his care for the honour of his God, he took away the sin of the children of
Israel. 14Now the man of Israel who was put to death with the woman of Midian was
Zimri, the son of Salu, a chief of one of the families of the Simeonites. 15And thewoman
of Midian who was put to death was Cozbi, the daughter of Zur; he was the head of a
family inMidian. 16Then the Lord said toMoses, 17Take up arms against theMidianites
and overcome them; 18For they are a danger to youwith their falseways, causing sin to
come on you in the question of Peor, and because of Cozbi, their sister, the daughter of
the chief of Midian, who was put to death at the time of the disease which came on you
because of Peor.

26
1Nowafter the diseasewas over, the Lord said toMoses and Eleazar, the son of Aaron

the priest, 2 Let all the children of Israel be numbered, by the names of their fathers'
families, all those of twenty years old and over who are able to go to war in Israel. 3 So
Moses and Eleazar the priest gave them the order in the lowlands of Moab by Jordan
at Jericho, saying, 4Let all the people of twenty years old and over be numbered, as the
Lord has given orders to Moses and the children of Israel who have come out of Egypt.
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5 Reuben, the first son of Israel: the sons of Reuben by their families: of Hanoch, the
family of the Hanochites: of Pallu, the family of the Palluites: 6Of Hezron, the family
of the Hezronites: of Carmi, the family of the Carmites. 7 These are the families of the
Reubenites: their number was forty-three thousand, seven hundred and thirty. 8And
the sons of Pallu, Eliab 9And the sons of Eliab: Nemuel and Dathan and Abiram. These
are the same Dathan and Abiram who had a place in the meeting of the people, who
together with Korah made an outcry against Moses and Aaron and against the Lord:
10 And they went down into the open mouth of the earth, together with Korah, when
death overtook him and all his band; at the time when two hundred and fifty men
were burned in the fire, and they became a sign. 11 But death did not overtake the
sons of Korah. 12 The sons of Simeon by their families: of Nemuel, the family of the
Nemuelites: of Jamin, the family of the Jaminites: of Jachin, the family of the Jachinites:
13Of Zerah, the family of the Zerahites: of Shaul, the family of the Shaulites. 14 These
are the families of the Simeonites, twenty-two thousand, two hundred. 15 The sons of
Gad by their families: of Zephon, the family of the Zephonites: of Haggi, the family of
the Haggites: of Shuni, the family of the Shunites: 16Of Ozni, the family of the Oznites:
of Eri, the family of the Erites: 17Of Arod, the family of the Arodites: of Areli, the family
of the Arelites. 18These are the families of the sons of Gad as theywere numbered, forty
thousand, five hundred. 19The sons of Judah, Er and Onan: and Er and Onan had come
to their death in the land of Canaan. 20 And the sons of Judah by their families were:
of Shelah, the family of the Shelahites: of Perez, the family of the Perezites: of Zerah,
the family of the Zerahites. 21And the sons of Perez were: of Hezron, the family of the
Hezronites: of Hamul, the family of the Hamulites. 22 These are the families of Judah
as they were numbered, seventy-six thousand, five hundred. 23The sons of Issachar by
their families: of Tola, the family of the Tolaites: of Puvah, the family of the Punites:
24 Of Jashub, the family of the Jashubites: of Shimron, the family of the Shimronites.
25These are the families of Issachar, as theywere numbered, sixty-four thousand, three
hundred. 26The sons of Zebulun by their families: of Sered, the family of the Seredites:
ofElon, the familyof theElonites: of Jahleel, the familyof the Jahleelites. 27Theseare the
families of theZebulunites as theywerenumbered, sixty thousand, fivehundred. 28The
sons of Joseph by their families: Manasseh and Ephraim. 29 The sons of Manasseh: of
Machir, the family of the Machirites: and Machir was the father of Gilead: of Gilead,
the family of the Gileadites. 30 These are the sons of Gilead: of Iezer, the family of
the Iezerites: of Helek, the family of the Helekites: 31 And of Asriel, the family of the
Asrielites: andof Shechem, the family of the Shechemites: 32Andof Shemida, the family
of the Shemidaites: and of Hepher, the family of the Hepherites. 33 And Zelophehad,
the son of Hepher, had no sons, but only daughters, and the names of the daughters
of Zelophehad were Mahlah, and Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. 34 These are the
families ofManasseh; and thosewhowere numbered of themwere fifty-two thousand,
seven hundred. 35 These are the sons of Ephraim by their families: of Shuthelah, the
family of the Shuthelahites: of Becher, the family of the Becherites: of Tahan, the
family of the Tahanites. 36And these are the sons of Shuthelah: of Eran, the family of
the Eranites: 37 These are the families of Ephraim as they were numbered, thirty-two
thousand, five hundred. These are the sons of Joseph by their families. 38 The sons of
Benjamin by their families: of Bela, the family of the Belaites: of Ashbel, the family of
the Ashbelites: of Ahiram, the family of the Ahiramites: 39Of Shephupham, the family
of the Shuphamites: and of Hupham, the family of the Huphamites. 40And the sons of
Bela were Ard and Naaman: of Ard, the family of the Ardites: of Naaman, the family of
the Naamites. 41These are the sons of Benjamin by their families: and those who were
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numbered of themwere forty-five thousand, six hundred. 42These are the sons of Dan
by their families: of Shuham, the family of the Shuhamites. These are the families of
Dan by their families. 43 All the families of the Shuhamites, as they were numbered,
were sixty-four thousand, four hundred. 44 The sons of Asher by their families: of
Imnah, the family of the Imnites: of Ishvi, the family of the Ishvites: of Beriah, the
family of the Beriites. 45 Of the sons of Beriah: of Heber, the family of the Heberites:
of Malchiel, the family of the Malchielites: 46 And the name of the daughter of Asher
was Serah. 47These are the families of the sons of Asher as they were numbered, fifty-
three thousand, four hundred. 48The sons of Naphtali by their families: of Jahzeel, the
family of the Jahzeelites: of Guni, the family of the Gunites: 49Of Jezer, the family of the
Jezerites: of Shillem, the family of the Shillemites. 50These are the families of Naphtali
by their families: and thosewhowerenumberedof themwere forty-five thousand, four
hundred. 51Those who were numbered of the children of Israel were six hundred and
one thousand, seven hundred and thirty. 52And the Lord said toMoses, 53Let there be a
division of the land among these, for their heritage, in relation to the number of names.
54To those families who are more in number, give a greater heritage; to those who are
less in number, a smaller part: to every one let the heritage be given in relation to the
number in his family. 55But let the distribution of the land be made by the decision of
the Lord: by the names of the tribes of their fathers let their heritage be given them.
56 As it is ordered by the decision of the Lord, let distribution be made between those
who aremore in number and thosewho are less. 57Thesewere those of the Leviteswho
were numbered by their families: of Gershon, the family of the Gershonites: of Kohath,
the family of the Kohathites: of Merari, the family of the Merarites. 58 These are the
families of Levi: the family of the Libnites, the family of the Hebronites, the family of
the Mahlites, the family of the Mushites, the family of the Korahites. And Kohath was
the father ofAmram. 59Amram'swifewas Jochebed, thedaughter of Levi,whomhehad
in Egypt: by Amram she had Moses and Aaron and their sister Miriam. 60Aaron's sons
wereNadabandAbihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. 61Death overtookNadabandAbihuwhen
theymadeanofferingof strangefirebefore theLord. 62Of these, twenty-three thousand
males, from one month old and over, were numbered: they were not numbered with
the rest of the children of Israel, for they had no heritage among the children of Israel.
63All thesewere numbered byMoses and Eleazar the priest when the children of Israel
were numbered in the lowlands ofMoabby the Jordan at Jericho. 64But among all these
was not one of those numbered by Moses and Aaron the priest when the children of
Israelwere numbered in thewaste land of Sinai. 65For the Lordhad said of them, Death
will certainly overtake them in the waste land. And of them all, only Caleb, the son of
Jephunneh, and Joshua, the son of Nun, were still living.

27
1 Then the daughters of Zelophehad, the son of Hepher, the son of Gilead, the son

of Machir, the son of Manasseh, of the families of Manasseh, the son of Joseph, came
forward: their names are Mahlah, Noah, and Hoglah, and Milcah, and Tirzah. 2 They
came before Moses and Eleazar the priest and the chiefs and all the people at the door
of the Tent of meeting, and said, 3Death overtook our father in the waste land; he was
not among those who were banded together with Korah against the Lord; but death
came to him in his sin; and he had no sons. 4Why is the name of our father to be taken
away from among his family, because he had no son? Give us a heritage among our
father's brothers. 5 So Moses put their cause before the Lord. 6 And the Lord said to
Moses, 7What the daughters of Zelophehad say is right: certainly you are to give them
a heritage among their father's brothers: and let the property which would have been
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their father's go to them. 8And say to the children of Israel, If a man has no son at the
time of his death, let his heritage go to his daughter. 9And if he has no daughter, then
givehisheritage tohisbrothers. 10And ifhehasnobrothers, thengivehisheritage tohis
father's brothers. 11And if his father has no brothers, then give it to his nearest relation
in the family, as his heritage: this is to be a decision made by law for the children of
Israel, as the Lord gave orders to Moses. 12And the Lord said to Moses, Go up into this
mountain of Abarim so that youmay see the land which I have given to the children of
Israel. 13And when you have seen it, you will be put to rest with your people, as your
brother Aaron was: 14 Because in the waste land of Zin, when the people were angry,
you and he went against my word and did not keep my name holy before their eyes, at
thewaters. (These are thewaters ofMeribah inKadesh in thewaste landof Zin.) 15Then
Moses said to the Lord, 16Let the Lord, the God of the spirits of all flesh, put aman at the
head of this people, 17 To go out and come in before them and be their guide; so that
the people of the Lord may not be like sheep without a keeper. 18And the Lord said to
Moses, Take Joshua, the son of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit, and put your hand on
him; 19And takehimbeforeEleazar thepriest andall themeetingof thepeople, andgive
himhis orders before their eyes. 20Andput your honour on him, so that all the children
of Israel may be under his authority. 21He will take his place before Eleazar the priest,
so that hemay get directions from the Lord for him,with theUrim: at hisword theywill
goout, andathisword theywill come in, heandall the childrenof Israel. 22SoMosesdid
as the Lord said: he took Joshua and put him before Eleazar the priest and themeeting
of the people: 23And he put his hands on him and gave him his orders, as the Lord had
said byMoses.

28
1And theLord said toMoses, 2Giveorders to the childrenof Israel and say to them, Let

it be your care to give me my offerings at their regular times, the food of the offerings
made by fire to me for a sweet smell. 3 Say to them, This is the offering made by fire
whichyouare to give to theLord; he-lambsof thefirst yearwithout anymark, twoevery
day as a regular burned offering. 4Let one be offered in the morning, and the other at
evening; 5And the tenthpart of anephahof thebestmeal for ameal offeringmixedwith
the fourth part of a hin of clear oil. 6 It is a regular burned offering, as it was ordered in
Mount Sinai, for a sweet smell, an offering made by fire to the Lord. 7And for its drink
offering take the fourth part of a hin for one lamb: in the holy place let the wine be
drained out for a drink offering for the Lord. 8Let the other lamb be offered at evening;
like themealofferingof themorningand itsdrinkoffering, let it beofferedasanoffering
made by fire for a sweet smell to the Lord. 9And on the Sabbath day, two he-lambs of
the first year, without anymark, and two tenth parts of the bestmeal for ameal offering
mixed with oil, and its drink offering: 10 This is the burned offering for every Sabbath
day, in addition to the regular burned offering, and its drink offering. 11 And on the
first day of every month you are to give a burned offering to the Lord; two oxen, one
male sheep, and seven he-lambs of the first year, without any mark; 12And three tenth
parts of the best meal for a meal offering mixed with oil, for every ox; and two tenth
parts of the best meal for a meal offering mixed with oil, for the one sheep; 13 And a
separate tenth part of the best meal mixed with oil for a meal offering for every lamb;
for a burned offering of a sweet smell, an offeringmade by fire to the Lord. 14And their
drink offerings are to be half a hin of wine for an ox, and the third part of a hin for a
male sheep, and the fourth part of a hin for a lamb: this is the burned offering for every
month through all the months of the year. 15And one he-goat for a sin-offering to the
Lord; it is to be offered in addition to the regular burned offering and its drink offering.
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16 And in the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month, is the Lord's Passover.
17On the fifteenth day of this month there is to be a feast; for seven days let your food
be unleavened cakes. 18On the first day there is to be a holy meeting: you may do no
sort of field-work: 19And you are to give an offering made by fire, a burned offering to
the Lord; two oxen, one male sheep, and seven he-lambs of the first year, without any
mark: 20And their meal offering, the best meal mixed with oil: let three tenth parts of
an ephah be offered for an ox and two tenth parts for a male sheep; 21And a separate
tenth part for every one of the seven lambs; 22And one he-goat for a sin-offering to take
away your sin. 23 These are to be offered in addition to the morning burned offering,
which is a regular burned offering at all times. 24 In this way, every day for seven days,
give the food of the offeringmade by fire, a sweet smell to the Lord: it is to be offered in
addition to the regular burned offering, and its drink offering. 25 Then on the seventh
day there will be a holy meeting; you may do no field-work. 26 And at the time of the
first-fruits, when you give an offering of new meal to the Lord at your feast of weeks,
there is to be a holy meeting: you may do no field-work: 27And give a burned offering
for a sweet smell to the Lord; two oxen, onemale sheep, and seven he-lambs of the first
year; 28And their meal offering, the best meal mixed with oil, three tenth parts for an
ox, two tenth parts for a male sheep, 29And a separate tenth part for every one of the
seven lambs; 30And one he-goat to take away your sin. 31 These are in addition to the
regular burned offering and itsmeal offering; take care that they arewithout anymark,
and let them be offered with their drink offerings.

29
1 In the seventh month, on the first day of the month, let there be a holy meeting;

on it you may do no field-work; let the day be marked by the blowing of horns; 2 And
give to the Lord a burned offering for a sweet smell; one ox, one male sheep, seven
he-lambs of the first year, without any mark on them: 3 And their meal offering, the
best meal mixed with oil, three tenth parts for an ox, two tenth parts for a male sheep,
4 And a separate tenth part for every one of the seven lambs; 5 And one he-goat for
a sin-offering, to take away your sin: 6 In addition to the burned offering of the new
moon, and its meal offering, and the regular burned offering and its meal offering, and
their drink offerings, as they are ordered, for a sweet smell, an offering made by fire
to the Lord. 7And on the tenth day of this seventh month there will be a holy meeting;
keep yourselves from pleasure, and do no sort of work; 8And give to the Lord a burned
offering for a sweet smell; one ox, one male sheep, seven he-lambs of the first year:
only those without any mark on themmay be used: 9And their meal offering, the best
meal mixed with oil, three tenth parts for an ox, two tenth parts for a male sheep, 10A
separate tenth part for every one of the seven lambs; 11Onehe-goat for a sin-offering; in
addition to the offering for taking away your sin, and the regular burned offering and
its meal offering, and their drink offerings. 12And on the fifteenth day of the seventh
month let there be a holy meeting; do no field-work, and keep a feast to the Lord for
seven days; 13And give a burned offering, an offering made by fire of a sweet smell to
the Lord, thirteen oxen, twomale sheep, fourteen he-lambs of the first year, all without
anymark on them; 14And their meal offering, the best meal mixedwith oil, three tenth
parts for every one of the thirteen oxen, two tenth parts for every male sheep, 15And
a separate tenth part for every one of the fourteen lambs; 16And one he-goat for a sin-
offering; in addition to the regular burned offering, and its meal offering, and its drink
offering. 17 On the second day of the feast give an offering of twelve oxen, two male
sheep, fourteen he-lambs of the first year, without anymark on them; 18And theirmeal
offering and their drink offerings for the oxen and the sheep and the lambs, in relation



Numbers 29:19 150 Numbers 30:9

to their number, as it is ordered: 19And one he-goat for a sin-offering in addition to the
regular burned offering, and its meal offering, and their drink offerings. 20And on the
third day eleven oxen, twomale sheep, fourteen he-lambs of the first year, without any
mark; 21And their meal offering and drink offerings for the oxen, for the male sheep,
and for the lambs, in relation to their number, as it is ordered: 22And one he-goat for
a sin-offering; in addition to the regular burned offering, and its meal offering, and its
drink offering. 23And on the fourth day ten oxen, two male sheep, fourteen he-lambs
of the first year, without anymark: 24And their meal offering and their drink offerings
for the oxen, for the male sheep, and for the lambs, in relation to their number, as it is
ordered. 25Andonehe-goat fora sin-offering; inaddition to the regularburnedoffering,
and itsmeal offering, and its drink offering. 26And on the fifth day nine oxen, twomale
sheep, fourteen he-lambs of the first year, without anymark: 27And theirmeal offering
and their drink offerings for the oxen, for themale sheep, and for the lambs, in relation
to their number, as it is ordered: 28 And one he-goat for a sin-offering; in addition to
the regular burned offering, and its meal offering, and its drink offering. 29And on the
sixth day eight oxen, two male sheep, fourteen he-lambs of the first year, without any
mark: 30 And their meal offering and their drink offerings for the oxen, for the male
sheep, and for the lambs, in relation to their number, as it is ordered: 31 And one he-
goat for a sin-offering; in addition to the regular burned offering, its meal offering, and
its drink offerings. 32 And on the seventh day seven oxen, two male sheep, fourteen
he-lambs of the first year, without anymark: 33And their meal offering and their drink
offerings for the oxen, for themale sheep, and for the lambs, in relation to their number,
as it is ordered: 34And one he-goat for a sin-offering; in addition to the regular burned
offering, itsmeal offering, and its drink offering. 35On the eighth day let there be a holy
meeting: you may do no field-work; 36 And give a burned offering, an offering made
by fire of a sweet smell to the Lord: one ox, one male sheep, seven he-lambs of the first
year, without anymark: 37With themeal offering and the drink offerings for the ox, the
male sheep, and the lambs, in relation to their number, as it is ordered: 38And one he-
goat for a sin-offering; in addition to the regular burned offering, and its meal offering,
and its drink offering. 39 These are the offerings which you are to give to the Lord at
your regular feasts, in addition to the offerings for an oath, and the free offerings you
give, for your burned offerings and your drink offerings and your peace-offerings. 40So
Moses gave the children of Israel all these directions as the Lord had given him orders.

30
1And Moses said to the heads of the tribes of the children of Israel, This is the order

of the Lord. 2When a man takes an oath to the Lord, or gives an undertaking having
the force of an oath, let him not go back from his word, but let him do whatever he
has said he will do. 3 If a woman, being young and under the authority of her father,
takes an oath to the Lord or gives an undertaking; 4 If her father, hearing of her oath
or the undertaking she has given, says nothing to her, then all her oaths and every
undertaking she has given will have force. 5 But if her father, hearing of it, makes
her take back her word, then the oaths or the undertakings she has given will have no
force; and she will have forgiveness from the Lord, because her oath was broken by
her father. 6And if she is married to a husband at the time when she is under an oath
or an undertaking given without thought; 7 If her husband, hearing of it, says nothing
to her at the time, then the oaths she made and the undertakings she gave will have
force. 8But if her husband, hearing of it, makes her take it back, then the oath shemade
and the undertaking she gavewithout thought will have no force or effect, and shewill
have the Lord's forgiveness. 9 But an oath made by a widow or one who is no longer
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married to her husband, and every undertaking she has given, will have force. 10 If she
made an oath while she was under the authority of her husband, 11And her husband,
hearing of it, said nothing to her and did not put a stop to it, then all her oaths and every
undertaking she gavewill have force. 12But if her husband, onhearing of it, made them
without force or effect, then whatever she has said about her oaths or her undertaking
has no force: her husband has made them without effect, and she will have the Lord's
forgiveness. 13Every oath, and every undertakingwhich she gives, to keep herself from
pleasure, may be supported or broken by her husband. 14But if the days go on, and her
husband says nothing whatever to her, then he is giving the support of his authority
to her oaths and undertakings, because at the time of hearing them he said nothing to
her. 15 But if at some time after hearing of them, he makes them without force, then
he is responsible for her wrongdoing. 16These are the laws which the Lord gaveMoses
in relation to a man and his wife, or a father and a young daughter who is under his
authority.

31
1 Then the Lord said to Moses, 2Give the Midianites punishment for the wrong they

did to the children of Israel: and after that you will go to rest with your people. 3 So
Moses said to the people, Let men from among you be armed for war to put into effect
against Midian the Lord's punishment on them. 4 From every tribe of Israel send a
thousand to the war. 5 So from the thousands of Israel a thousand were taken from
every tribe, twelve thousand men armed for war. 6 And Moses sent them out to war,
a thousand from every tribe, and with them Phinehas, the son of Eleazar the priest,
taking in his hands the vessels of the holy place and the horns for sounding the note
of war. 7And theymade war onMidian, as the Lord gave orders to Moses; and they put
to death everymale. 8They put the kings ofMidian to deathwith the rest, Evi andReken
and Zur and Hur and Reba, the five kings of Midian: and Balaam, the son of Beor, they
put to death with the sword. 9The women of Midian with their little ones the children
of Israel took prisoner; and all their cattle and flocks and all their goods they took for
themselves; 10And after burning all their towns and all their tent-circles, 11They went
awaywith the goods they had taken,man and beast. 12And the prisoners and the goods
and everything theyhad taken, they took toMoses andEleazar the priest and thepeople
of Israel, to the tent-circle in the lowlands of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho. 13 Then
Moses and Eleazar the priest and the chiefs of the people went out to them before they
had come into the tent-circle. 14And Moses was angry with the chiefs of the army, the
captains of thousands and the captains of hundreds who had come back from the war.
15AndMoses said to them,Why have you kept all the women safe? 16 It was these who,
moved byBalaam,were the cause of Israel's sin against the Lord in the question of Peor,
because ofwhichdisease cameon thepeople of theLord. 17Sonowput everymale child
to death, and every womanwho has had sex relations with aman. 18But all the female
children who have had no sex relations with men, youmay keep for yourselves. 19You
yourselves will have to keep outside the tent-circle for seven days, anyone of you who
has put any person to death or come near a dead body; and on the third day and on
the seventh daymake yourselves and your prisoners clean. 20And every bit of clothing,
and anything made of leather or goats' hair or wood, you are to make clean. 21 Then
Eleazar the priest said to the men of war who had been to the fight, This is the rule of
the law which the Lord has given to Moses: 22 But gold and silver and brass and iron
and tin and lead, 23And anything whichmay be heated, is to go through the fire and be
made clean; but in addition it is to be put in the water of cleaning: and anything which
may not go through the fire is to be put in the water. 24 And on the seventh day, after
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washing your clothing, you will be clean, and then you may come into the tent-circle.
25And the Lord said to Moses, 26Get an account of everything which was taken in the
war, of man and of beast, you and Eleazar the priest and the heads of families of the
people: 27 And let division be made of it into two parts, one for the men of war who
went out to the fight, and one for all the people: 28And from the men of war who went
out let there be offered to the Lord one out of every five hundred, from the persons, and
from the oxen and asses and sheep: 29 Take this from their part and give it to Eleazar
the priest as an offering to be lifted up to the Lord. 30 And from the part given to the
children of Israel, take one out of every fifty, from the persons, and from the oxen and
asses and sheep, and give it to the Levites who have the care of the House of the Lord.
31 So Eleazar and Moses did as the Lord had given orders to Moses. 32Now the beasts
taken, in addition to what the fighting-men took for themselves, were six hundred
and seventy-five thousand sheep, 33And seventy-two thousand oxen, 34And sixty-one
thousand asses; 35And thirty-two thousand persons, that is, womenwhohad never had
sex relations with aman. 36And the half given as their part to themenwhowent to the
war, was three hundred and thirty-seven thousand, five hundred sheep, 37 Of which
the Lord's part was six hundred and seventy-five. 38The number of oxenwas thirty-six
thousand, of which the Lord's part was seventy-two; 39The number of asses was thirty
thousand, five hundred, of which the Lord's part was sixty-one. 40And the number of
persons was sixteen thousand, of which the Lord's part was thirty-two persons. 41And
Moses gave the Lord's part, lifted up as an offering, to Eleazar the priest, as the Lord
had given orders to Moses. 42And from the half given to the children of Israel, which
Moses had kept separate from that given to the fighting-men, 43 (Now the people's half
was three hundred and thirty-seven thousand, five hundred sheep, 44 And thirty-six
thousand oxen, 45 And thirty thousand, five hundred asses, 46 And sixteen thousand
persons;) 47 Even from the children of Israel's half, Moses took one out of every fifty,
menandbeasts, and gave them to the Leviteswhohad the care of theHouse of the Lord;
as theLord gaveorders toMoses. 48Then themen in authority over the thousands of the
army, the captains of thousands and captains of hundreds, came to Moses, 49And said
to him, Your servants have taken note of the number of all the fighting-men under our
orders, andeveryone ispresent; 50Andwehavehereanoffering for theLord fromwhat
every man took in the war, ornaments of gold, leg-chains and arm-rings, finger-rings,
ear-rings, and neck-ornaments, to make our souls free from sin before the Lord. 51 So
Moses and Eleazar the priest took the gold from them, even all the worked ornaments.
52And the gold which the captains of thousands and captains of hundreds gave, as an
offering to be lifted up before the Lord, came to sixteen thousand, seven hundred and
fifty shekels. 53 (For every man of the army had taken goods for himself in the war.)
54 Then Moses and Eleazar the priest took the gold given by the captains of thousands
and captains of hundreds, and took it into the Tent of meeting, to be a sign in memory
of the children of Israel before the Lord.

32
1Now the children of Reuben and the children of Gad had a great number of cattle:

and when they saw that the land of Jazer and the land of Gilead was a good place for
cattle; 2 The children of Gad and the children of Reuben came and said to Moses and
to Eleazar the priest and to the chiefs of the meeting, 3 Ataroth, and Dibon, and Jazer,
and Nimrah, and Heshbon, and Elealeh, and Sebam, and Nebo, and Beon, 4 The land
which the Lord gave into the hands of the children of Israel, is a land for cattle, and
your servants have cattle. 5 And they said, With your approval, let this land be given
to your servants as their heritage: do not take us over Jordan. 6And Moses said to the
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children of Gad and the children of Reuben, Are your brothers to go to the war, while
you take your rest here? 7Why would you take from the children of Israel the desire
to go over into the land which the Lord has given them? 8 So did your fathers, when I
sent them fromKadesh-barnea to see the land. 9For when theywent up to the valley of
Eshcol, and saw the land, they took from the children of Israel the desire to go into the
land which the Lord had given them. 10And at that time the Lord was moved to wrath,
andmade an oath, saying, 11Truly, not one of themen of twenty years old and overwho
came out of Egypt will see the land which I gave by oath to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob;
because they have not been true to me with all their heart; 12But only Caleb, the son of
Jephunneh the Kenizzite, and Joshua, the son of Nun: because they have been true to
the Lord. 13 Then the Lord was angry with Israel, and he made them wanderers in the
waste land for forty years? till all that generation who had done evil in the eyes of the
Lord was dead. 14 And now you have come to take the place of your fathers, another
generation of sinners, increasing the wrath of the Lord against Israel. 15 For if you are
turned away from him, he will send themwandering again in the waste land; and you
will be the cause of the destruction of all this people. 16 Then they came to him, and
said, We will make safe places for our cattle here, and towns for our little ones; 17 But
we ourselves will be ready armed to go before the children of Israel till we have taken
themto their place: but our little oneswill be safe in thewalled townsagainst thepeople
of the land. 18Wewill not comeback to our houses till every one of the children of Israel
has come into his heritage. 19For we will not have our heritage with them on the other
side of Jordanand forward; because ourheritagehas come tous on this side of Jordan to
the east. 20ThenMoses said to them, If you will do this, arming yourselves to go before
the Lord to the war, 21Every armedman of you going across Jordan before the Lord till
he has overcome and sent in flight all who are against him, 22And the land is under the
rule of the Lord: then after that youmay come back, having done nowrong to the Lord
and to Israel; and this landwill be yours for your heritage before the Lord. 23But if you
do not do this, then you are sinners against the Lord; and youmay be certain that your
sin will have its reward. 24 So get to work building your towns for your little ones, and
safe places for your sheep; and do as you have said. 25And the children of Gad and the
childrenofReubensaid toMoses, Your servantswill doasmy lordsays. 26Our littleones,
our wives, and our flocks, and all our cattle, will be there in the towns of Gilead; 27But
your servants will go over, everyman armed forwar, before the Lord to the fight, asmy
lord says. 28SoMoses gaveorders about themtoEleazar thepriest and to Joshua, the son
of Nun, and to the heads of families of the tribes of the children of Israel. 29AndMoses
said to them, If the children of Gad and the children of Reuben gowith you over Jordan,
everymanarmed for thefight before the Lord, and all the land is given into your hands,
then let themhave the landofGilead for aheritage: 30But if theydonot gooverwith you
armed, they will have to take their heritage with you in the land of Canaan. 31Then the
children of Gad and the children of Reuben said, As the Lord has said to your servants,
sowill we do. 32Wewill go over armedbefore the Lord into the land of Canaan, and you
will give us our heritage on this side of Jordan. 33 So Moses gave to them, even to the
children of Gad and the children of Reuben and to the half-tribe ofManasseh, the son of
Joseph, the kingdom of Sihon, king of the Amorites and Og, king of Bashan, all the land
with its townsand the country round them. 34And the childrenofGadwere thebuilders
of Dibon andAtaroth andAroer; 35AndAtroth-shophan and Jazer and Jogbehah; 36And
Beth-nimrah and Beth-haran: walled towns and shut-in places for sheep. 37 And the
children of Reuben were the builders of Heshbon and Elealeh and Kiriathaim; 38And
Nebo and Baal-meon, (their names being changed,) and Sibmah: and they gave other
names to the towns theymade. 39And the childrenofMachir, the sonofManasseh,went
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to Gilead and took it, driving out theAmoriteswhowere living there. 40AndMoses gave
Gilead to Machir, the son of Manasseh; and he made it his living-place. 41And Jair, the
son ofManasseh, went and took the towns of Gilead, naming themHavvoth-Jair. 42And
Nobahwent and took Kenath and its small towns, naming it Nobah, after himself.

33
1 These are the journeys of the children of Israel, when they went out of the land of

Egypt in their armies, under the direction of Moses and Aaron. 2And the stages of their
journey on their way out were put down in writing by Moses at the order of the Lord:
these are the stages of their journey and theway theywent. 3On the fifteenth day of the
first month they went out from Rameses; on the day after the Passover the children of
Israel went out by the power of the Lord before the eyes of all the Egyptians, 4While the
Egyptianswere placing in the earth the bodies of their sons onwhom the Lord had sent
destruction: and their gods had been judged by him. 5 So the children of Israel went
from Rameses and put up their tents in Succoth. 6And they went on from Succoth and
put up their tents in Etham on the edge of the waste land. 7And from Etham, turning
back to Pi-hahiroth which is before Baal-zephon, they put up their tents beforeMigdol.
8 And journeying on from before Hahiroth, they went through the sea into the waste
land: they went three days' journey through the waste land of Etham and put up their
tents in Marah. 9And fromMarah they went on to Elim: and in Elim there were twelve
water-springs and seventy palm-trees; and they put up their tents there. 10 And they
went on from Elim and put up their tents by the Red Sea. 11Then from the Red Sea they
went on and put up their tents in the waste land of Sin. 12And they went on from the
waste landof Sin, andputup their tents inDophkah. 13And theywenton fromDophkah,
andputup their tents inAlush. 14And theywent on fromAlush, andputup their tents in
Rephidim,where therewas no drinking-water for the people. 15And theywent on from
Rephidim, and put up their tents in the waste land of Sinai. 16And they went on from
thewaste land of Sinai and put up their tents in Kibroth-hattaavah. 17And theywent on
from Kibroth-hattaavah, and put up their tents in Hazeroth. 18And they went on from
Hazeroth, andputup their tents inRithmah. 19And theywent on fromRithmah, andput
up their tents in Rimmon-perez. 20And they went on from Rimmon-perez, and put up
their tents in Libnah. 21And theywent on fromLibnah, and put up their tents in Rissah.
22 And they went on from Rissah, and put up their tents in Kehelathah. 23 And they
went on from Kehelathah, and put up their tents in Mount Shepher. 24And they went
on from Mount Shepher, and put up their tents in Haradah. 25And they went on from
Haradah, andputup their tents inMakheloth. 26And theywenton fromMakheloth, and
put up their tents in Tahath. 27And they went on from Tahath, and put up their tents
in Terah. 28 And they went on from Terah, and put up their tents in Mithkah. 29 And
they went on from Mithkah, and put up their tents in Hashmonah. 30 And they went
on from Hashmonah, and put up their tents in Moseroth. 31 And they went on from
Moseroth, andputup their tents inBene-jaakan. 32And theywent on fromBene-jaakan,
and put up their tents in Hor-haggidgad. 33And they went on fromHor-haggidgad, and
put up their tents in Jotbathah. 34And they went on from Jotbathah, and put up their
tents in Abronah. 35And they went on from Abronah, and put up their tents in Ezion-
geber. 36And they went on from Ezion-geber, and put up their tents in the waste land
of Zin (which is Kadesh). 37 And they went on from Kadesh, and put up their tents in
Mount Hor, on the edge of the land of Edom. 38And Aaron the priest went up into the
mountain at the order of the Lord, and came to his death there, in the fortieth year after
the children of Israel had come out of the land of Egypt, in the fifth month, on the first
day of themonth. 39Aaronwas a hundred and twenty-three years old at the time of his
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death in Mount Hor. 40 And news of the coming of the children of Israel came to the
king of Arad, the Canaanite, who was living in the South in the land of Canaan. 41And
fromMount Hor theywent on, and put up their tents in Zalmonah. 42And theywent on
from Zalmonah, and put up their tents in Punon. 43And they went on from Punon, and
put up their tents in Oboth. 44And they went on from Oboth, and put up their tents in
Iye-abarim at the edge of Moab. 45And they went on from Iyim, and put up their tents
in Dibon-gad. 46 And from Dibon-gad they went on, and put up their tents in Almon-
diblathaim. 47And from Almon-diblathaim they went on, and put up their tents in the
mountains of Abarim, beforeNebo. 48And theywent on from themountains of Abarim,
and put up their tents in the lowlands of Moab by Jordan at Jericho; 49 Planting their
tents by the side of Jordan from Beth-jeshimoth as far as Abel-shittim in the lowlands
of Moab. 50And in the lowlands of Moab by Jordan at Jericho, the Lord said to Moses,
51 Say to the children of Israel, When you go over Jordan into the land of Canaan, 52 See
that all the people of the land are forced out from before you, and put to destruction all
their pictured stones, and all their metal images, and all their high places: 53And take
the land for yourselves, for your resting-place: for to you I have given the land as your
heritage. 54And youwill take up your heritage in the land by the decision of the Lord, to
every family its part; the greater the family the greater its heritage, and the smaller the
family the smaller will be its heritage; wherever the decision of the Lord gives to any
man his part, that will be his; distribution will be made to you by your fathers' tribes.
55But if you are slow in driving out the people of the land, then those of them who are
still therewill be like pin-points in your eyes and like thorns in your sides, troubling you
in the land where you are living. 56And it will come about that as it was my purpose to
do to them, so I will do to you.

34
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2Give orders to the children of Israel and say to them,

When you come into the land of Canaan; (this is the land which is to be your heritage,
the land of Canaan inside these limits,) 3Thenyour south quarterwill be from thewaste
land of Zin by the side of Edom, and your limit on the south will be from the east end
of the Salt Sea, 4 And round to the south of the slope of Akrabbim, and on to Zin: and
its direction will be south of Kadesh-barnea, and it will go as far as Hazar-addar and
on to Azmon: 5 And from Azmon it will go round to the stream of Egypt as far as the
sea. 6And for your limit on the west you will have the Great Sea and its edge: this will
be your limit on the west. 7And your limit on the north will be the line from the Great
Sea to Mount Hor: 8 And from Mount Hor the line will go in the direction of Hamath;
the farthest point of it will be at Zedad: 9 And the limit will go on to Ziphron, with its
farthestpoint atHazar-enan: thiswill beyour limit on thenorth. 10Andon theeast, your
limit will be marked out from Hazar-enan to Shepham, 11Going down from Shepham
to Riblah on the east side of Ain, and on as far as the east side of the sea of Chinnereth:
12Andsodown to Jordan, stretching to theSalt Sea: all the land inside these limitswill be
yours. 13AndMoses gave orders to the children of Israel saying, This is the land which
is to be your heritage, by the decision of the Lord, which by the Lord's order is to be
given to the nine tribes and the half-tribe: 14For the tribe of the children of Reuben, by
their fathers' families, and the tribe of the children of Gad, by their fathers' families,
and the half-tribe of Manasseh, have been given their heritage: 15 The two tribes and
the half-tribe have been given their heritage on the other side of Jordan at Jericho, on
the east looking to the dawn. 16And the Lord said to Moses, 17 These are the names of
themenwho are tomake the distribution of the land among you: Eleazar the priest and
Joshua, the son of Nun. 18And you are to take one chief from every tribe to make the
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distribution of the land. 19And these are the names of the men: of the tribe of Judah,
Caleb, the son of Jephunneh. 20And of the tribe of the children of Simeon, Shemuel, the
son of Ammihud. 21Of the tribe of Benjamin, Elidad, the son of Chislon. 22And of the
tribe of the children of Dan, a chief, Bukki, the son of Jogli. 23Of the children of Joseph:
of the tribe of the children ofManasseh, a chief, Hanniel, the son of Ephod: 24And of the
tribe of the children of Ephraim, a chief, Kemuel, the son of Shiphtan. 25And of the tribe
of the children of Zebulun, a chief, Elizaphan, the son of Parnach. 26 And of the tribe
of the children of Issachar, a chief, Paltiel, the son of Azzan. 27 And of the tribe of the
children of Asher, a chief, Ahihud, the son of Shelomi. 28And of the tribe of the children
of Naphtali, a chief, Pedahel, the son of Ammihud. 29These are they to whom the Lord
gave orders to make the distribution of the heritage among the children of Israel in the
land of Canaan.

35
1 And the Lord said to Moses in the lowlands of Moab by Jordan at Jericho, 2 Give

orders to the children of Israel to give to the Levites, from the heritage which is theirs,
towns for themselves, with land on the outskirts of the towns. 3 These towns are to be
their living-places, with land round them for their cattle and their food and all their
beasts, 4Stretching from thewall of the towns a distance of a thousand cubits all round.
5Themeasure of this space of land is to be two thousand cubits outside the town on the
east, and two thousand cubits on the south and on the west and on the north, the town
being in the middle. This space will be the outskirts of their towns. 6 And the towns
which you give the Levites are to be the six safe places to which the taker of life may go
inflight; and in addition youare to give them forty-two towns. 7Forty-eight towns are to
be given to the Levites, all with land round them. 8And these towns are to be given out
of the heritage of the children of Israel, taking the greater number from thosewhohave
much, anda smallernumber fromthosewhohave little: everyone, in themeasureofhis
heritage, is to give of his property to the Levites. 9And the Lord said to Moses, 10 Say to
the children of Israel, when you have gone over Jordan into the land of Canaan; 11Then
let certain towns be marked out as safe places to which anyone who takes the life of
another in error may go in flight. 12 In these towns you may be safe from him who has
the right of punishment; so that deathmay not overtake the taker of life till he has been
judged by themeeting of the people. 13Six of the townswhich you givewill be such safe
places; 14 Three on the other side of Jordan and three in the land of Canaan, to be safe
places for flight. 15For the children of Israel and for theman fromanother countrywho
is living among them, these six towns are to be safe places, where anyone causing the
death of another through error may go in flight. 16 But if a man gives another man a
blow with an iron instrument, causing his death, he is a taker of life and is certainly to
be put to death. 17Or if he gives him a blowwith a stone in his hand, causing his death,
he is a taker of life and is certainly to be put to death. 18Or if he gave him blows with
a wood instrument in his hands, causing his death, he is a taker of life and is certainly
to be put to death. 19Hewhose right it is to give punishment for blood, may himself put
to death the taker of life when he comes face to face with him. 20 If in his hate he put a
sword through him, orwaiting secretly for him sent a spear or stone at him, causing his
death; 21Or inhate gavehimblowswithhishand, causingdeath; hewhogave thedeath-
blow is to be put to death; he is a taker of life: hewhose right it is to give punishment for
bloodmay put to death the taker of life when he comes face to face with him. 22But if a
manhas given awound to another suddenly and not in hate, orwithout design has sent
something against him, 23 Or has given him a blow with a stone, without seeing him,
so causing his death, though he had nothing against him and no desire to do him evil:
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24Then let themeetingof thepeoplebe judgebetween themanresponsible for thedeath
and himwho has the right of punishment for blood, acting by these rules: 25And let the
people keep the man responsible for the death safe from the hands of himwho has the
right of punishment for blood, and send him back to his safe town where he had gone
in flight: there let him be till the death of the high priest whowasmarkedwith the holy
oil. 26But if ever he goes outside the walls of the safe townwhere he had gone in flight,
27And the giver of punishment, meeting him outside the walls of the town, puts him to
death, he will not be responsible for his blood: 28Because he had been ordered to keep
inside the safe town till the death of the high priest: but after the death of the high priest
the taker of lifemay come back to the place of his heritage. 29These rules are to be your
guide in judging through all your generations wherever you may be living. 30Anyone
causing the death of another is himself to be put to death on the word of witnesses: but
the word of one witness is not enough. 31 Further, no price may be given for the life
of one who has taken life and whose right reward is death: he is certainly to be put to
death. 32And no price may be offered for one who has gone in flight to a safe town, for
thepurposeof lettinghimcomeback tohisplacebefore thedeathof thehighpriest. 33So
do not make the land where you are living unholy: for blood makes the land unholy:
and there is no way of making the land free from the blood which has come on it, but
only by the death of himwhowas the cause of it. 34Donotmakeunclean the landwhere
you are living and in which is my House: for I the Lord am present among the children
of Israel.

36
1Now the heads of the families of the children of Gilead, the son of Machir, the son of

Manasseh, of the families of the sons of Joseph, came toMoses, the chiefs and the heads
of families of the children of Israel being present, 2And said, The Lord gave orders to
my lord to make distribution of the land as their heritage to the children of Israel: and
my lord was ordered by the Lord to give the heritage of Zelophehad, our brother, to his
daughters. 3Now if they get married to any of the sons of other tribes of the children
of Israel, then their property will be taken away from the heritage of our fathers, and
become part of the heritage of the tribe intowhich they getmarried: and their heritage
will be taken away from the heritage of our tribe. 4 And at the time of the Jubilee of
the children of Israel, their property will be joined to the heritage of the tribe of which
they are part and will be taken away from the heritage of the tribe of our fathers. 5 So
by the direction of the Lord, Moses gave orders to the children of Israel, saying, What
the tribe of the sons of Joseph have said is right. 6 This is the order of the Lord about
the daughters of Zelophehad: The Lord says, Let them take as their husbands whoever
is most pleasing to them, but only among the family of their father's tribe. 7And so no
property will be handed from tribe to tribe among the children of Israel; but every one
of the children of Israelwill keep the heritage of his father's tribe. 8And every daughter
owning property in any tribe of the children of Israel is to be married to one of the
family of her father's tribe, so that every man of the children of Israel may keep the
heritage of his fathers. 9 And no property will be handed from one tribe to another,
but every tribe of the children of Israel will keep its heritage. 10 So the daughters of
Zelophehad did as the Lord gave orders to Moses: 11 For Mahlah, Tirzah, and Hoglah,
andMilcah, and Noah, the daughters of Zelophehad, took as their husbands the sons of
their father's brothers: 12And were married into the families of the sons of Manasseh,
the sonof Joseph, and theirpropertywaskept in the tribeof their father's family 13These
are the laws and the orders which the Lord gave to the children of Israel by Moses, in
the lowlands of Moab by Jordan at Jericho.
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The Fifth Book of Moses,
Commonly Called
Deuteronomy

1 These are the words which Moses said to all Israel on the far side of Jordan, in the
waste land in the Arabah opposite Suph, between Paran on the one side, and Tophel,
Laban, Hazeroth, and Dizahab on the other. 2 It is eleven days' journey from Horeb by
the way of Mount Seir to Kadesh-barnea. 3Now in the fortieth year, on the first day of
the eleventh month, Moses gave to the children of Israel all the orders which the Lord
had given him for them; 4 After he had overcome Sihon, king of the Amorites, ruling
in Heshbon, and Og, king of Bashan, ruling in Ashtaroth, at Edrei: 5 On the far side
of Jordan in the land of Moab, Moses gave the people this law, saying, 6 The Lord our
God said to us in Horeb, You have been long enough in this mountain: 7Make a move
now, and go on your way into the hill-country of the Amorites and the places near it,
in the Arabah and the hill-country and in the lowlands and in the South and by the
seaside, all the land of the Canaanites, and Lebanon, as far as the great river, the river
Euphrates. 8See, all the land is before you: go in and take for yourselves the landwhich
the Lord gave by an oath to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and to their seed
after them. 9 At that time I said to you, I am not able to undertake the care of you by
myself; 10 The Lord your God has given you increase, and now you are like the stars
of heaven in number. 11May the Lord, the God of your fathers, make you a thousand
times greater in number than you are, and give you his blessing as he has said! 12How
is it possible for me by myself to be responsible for you, and undertake the weight of
all your troubles and your arguments? 13 Take for yourselves men who are wise, far-
seeing, and respected among you, from your tribes, and I will make them rulers over
you. 14 And you made answer and said to me, It is good for us to do as you say. 15 So
I took the heads of your tribes, wise men and respected, and made them rulers over
you, captains of thousandsandcaptains ofhundredsandcaptains offifties andcaptains
of tens, and overseers of your tribes. 16And at that time I gave orders to your judges,
saying, Let all questions between your brothers come before you for hearing, and give
decisions uprightly between a man and his brother or one from another nation who
is with him. 17 In judging, do not let a man's position have any weight with you; give
hearing equally to small and great; have no fear of any man, for it is God who is judge:
and any cause inwhich you are not able to give a decision, you are to put beforeme and
I will give it a hearing. 18And at that time I gave you all the orders which you were to
do. 19 Then we went on from Horeb, through all that great and cruel waste which you
saw, on our way to the hill-country of the Amorites, as the Lord gave us orders; and we
came to Kadesh-barnea. 20And I said to you, You have come to the hill-country of the
Amorites, which the Lord our God is giving us. 21 See now, the Lord your God has put
the land into your hands: go up and take it, as the Lord, theGod of your fathers, has said
to you; have no fear and do not be troubled. 22And you came near to me, every one of
you, and said, Let us sendmenbefore us to go through the landwith care and give us an
account of the way we are to go and the towns to which we will come. 23And what you
said seemed good tome, and I took twelvemen from among you, one from every tribe;
24And theywent up into the hill-country and came to the valley of Eshcol, and sawwhat
was there. 25And taking in their hands some of the fruit of the land, they came down
again to us, and gave us their account, saying, It is a good land which the Lord our God
is giving us. 26But going against the order of the Lord your God, you would not go up:
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27And youmade an angry outcry in your tents, and said, In his hate for us the Lord has
taken us out of the land of Egypt, to give us up into the hands of the Amorites for our
destruction. 28Where arewe going up? Our brothers havemade our hearts feeblewith
fear by saying, The people are greater and taller than we are, and the towns are great
andwalledup toheaven; andmore than this,wehaveseen the sonsof theAnakimthere.
29 Then I said to you, Have no fear of them. 30 The Lord your God who goes before you
will be fighting for you, andwill do suchwonders as he did for you in Egypt before your
eyes; 31And in the waste land, where you have seen how the Lord was supporting you,
as amandoes his son, in all your journeying till you came to this place. 32But for all this,
you had no faith in the Lord your God, 33Who goes before you on your way, looking for
a place where you may put up your tents, in fire by night, lighting up the way you are
to go, and in a cloud by day. 34And the Lord, hearing your words, was angry, and said
with an oath, 35Truly, not one of this evil generationwill see that good landwhich I said
I would give to your fathers, 36But only Caleb, the son of Jephunneh, he will see it; and
to him and to his children I will give the land overwhich his feet have gone, because he
has been true to the Lordwith all his heart. 37And, in addition, the Lordwas angrywith
mebecauseof you, saying, Youyourselfwill not go into it: 38 Joshua, the sonofNun, your
servant, he will go into the land: say to him that he is to be strong, for he will be Israel's
guide into their heritage. 39Andyour little ones,who, you said,would come into strange
hands, your children, whonowhave no knowledge of good or evil, theywill go into that
land, and to them Iwill give it and it will be theirs. 40But as for you, go back, journeying
into thewaste land by theway of the Red Sea. 41Then you said tome,We have done evil
against the Lord, we will go up to the attack, as the Lord our God has given us orders.
And arming yourselves every one, you made ready to go up without care into the hill-
country. 42 And the Lord said to me, Say to them, Do not go up to the attack; for I am
not among you, and you will be overcome by those who are against you. 43 This I said
to you, but you gave no attention and went against the orders of the Lord, and in your
pride went up into the hill-country. 44And the Amorites who were in the hill-country
came out against you and put you to flight, rushing after you like bees, and overcame
you in Seir, driving you even as far as Hormah. 45And you came back, weeping before
the Lord; but the Lord gave no attention to your cries and did not give ear to you. 46 So
you were kept waiting in Kadesh for a long time.

2
1Thenwewent back, journeying into thewaste land by theway to the Red Sea, as the

Lord had said to me: and we were a long time going round Mount Seir. 2And the Lord
said tome, 3Youhave been journeying round thismountain long enough: nowgo to the
north; 4And give the people orders, saying, You are about to go through the land of your
brothers, the children of Esau, who are living in Seir; and they will have fear of you;
so take care what you do: 5Make no attack on them, for I will not give you any of their
land, not even space enough for a man's foot: because I have given Mount Seir to Esau
for his heritage. 6 You may get food for your needs from them for a price, and water
for drinking. 7For the blessing of the Lord your God has been on you in all the work of
yourhands: hehas knowledge of yourwanderings through this greatwaste: these forty
years the Lord your God has been with you, and you have been short of nothing. 8 So
we went on past our brothers, the children of Esau, living in Seir, by the road through
the Arabah, from Elath and Ezion-geber. And turning, wewent by the road through the
waste land of Moab. 9And the Lord said to me, Make no attack on Moab and do not go
to war with them, for I will not give you any of his land: because I have given Ar to the
children of Lot for their heritage. 10 (In the past the Emim were living there; a great
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people, equal in numbers to the Anakim and as tall; 11 They are numbered among the
Rephaim, like the Anakim; but are named Emim by the Moabites. 12 And the Horites
in earlier times were living in Seir, but the children of Esau took their place; they sent
destruction on them and took their land for themselves, as Israel did to the land of his
heritagewhich the Lord gave them.) 13Get upnow, and go over the streamZered. Sowe
went over the stream Zered. 14 Thirty-eight years had gone by from the time when we
came away fromKadesh-barnea till wewent over the streamZered; by that time all the
generation of themen ofwar among uswere dead, as the Lord had said. 15For the hand
of the Lord was against them, working their destruction, till all were dead. 16 So when
death had overtaken all themenofwar among the people, 17Theword of the Lord came
tome, saying, 18You are about to go by Ar, the limit of the country ofMoab; 19Andwhen
you comenear the land of the children of Ammon, give themno cause of trouble and do
not make war on them, for I will not give you any of the land of the children of Ammon
for your heritage: because I have given it to the children of Lot. 20 (That land is said to
have been a land of the Rephaim, for Rephaim had been living there in earlier times,
but theywere named Zamzummimby the Ammonites; 21Theywere a great people, tall
as theAnakim, and equal to them innumber; but theLord sent destruction on themand
the children of Ammon took their place, living in their land; 22As he did for the children
of Esau living in Seir, when he sent destruction on the Horites before them, and they
took their land where they are living to this day: 23And the Avvim, living in the small
towns as far as Gaza, came to destruction by the hands of the Caphtorimwho came out
fromCaphtor and took their land.) 24Get up now, and go on your journey, crossing over
the valley of the Arnon: see, I have given into your hands Sihon, the Amorite, king of
Heshbon, and all his land: go forward to make it yours, and make war on him, 25From
now on I will put the fear of you in all peoples under heaven, who, hearing of you, will
be shaking with fear and grief of heart because of you. 26 Then from the waste land of
Kedemoth I sent representatives to Sihon, kingofHeshbon,withwords of peace, saying,
27Let me go through your land: I will keep to the highway, not turning to the right or to
the left; 28 Let me have food, at a price, for my needs, and water for drinking: only let
me go through on foot; 29As the children of Esau did for me in Seir and theMoabites in
Ar; till I have gone over Jordan into the landwhich the Lord our God is giving us. 30But
Sihon, king of Heshbon, would not let us go through; for the Lord your God made his
spirit hard and his heart strong, so that he might give him up into your hands as at this
day. 31And the Lord said to me, See, from now on I have given Sihon and his land into
your hands: go forward now to take his land andmake it yours. 32Then Sihon came out
against us with all his people, tomake an attack on us at Jahaz. 33And the Lord our God
gave him into our hands; and we overcame him and his sons and all his people. 34At
that time we took all his towns, and gave them over to complete destruction, together
withmen, women, and children; we had nomercy on any: 35Only the cattlewe took for
ourselves, with the goods from the towns we had taken. 36 From Aroer on the edge of
the valley of the Arnon and from the town in the valley as far as Gilead, no town was
strong enough to keep us out; the Lord our God gave them all into our hands: 37But you
didnot gonear the landof the children ofAmmon, that is, all the side of the river Jabbok
or the towns of the hill-country, wherever the Lord our God had saidwewere not to go.

3
1Then turning we took the road to Bashan: and Og, king of Bashan, came out against

uswith all his people, andmadeanattack onus at Edrei. 2And theLord said tome,Have
no fearofhim: for I havegivenhimandall his people andhis land intoyourhands; do to
him as you did to Sihon, king of the Amorites, whowas ruling in Heshbon. 3So the Lord
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ourGod gaveupOg, king of Bashan, and all his people into ourhands; andweovercame
him so completely that all his people came to their end in the fight. 4 At that time we
took all his towns; there was not one town of the sixty towns, all the country of Argob,
the kingdom of Og in Bashan, which we did not take. 5All these towns had high walls
round themwith doors and locks; and in addition we took a great number of unwalled
towns. 6 And we put them to the curse, every town together with men, women, and
children. 7 But we took for ourselves all the cattle and the stored wealth of the towns.
8At that time we took their land from the two kings of the Amorites on the far side of
Jordan, from the valley of the Arnon to Mount Hermon; 9 (By the Sidonians, Hermon
is named Sirion, and by the Amorites Shenir;) 10All the towns of the table-land and all
Gilead and Bashan as far as Salecah and Edrei, towns of the kingdom of Og in Bashan.
11 (For Og, king of Bashan, was the last of all the Rephaim; his bed was made of iron; is
it not in Rabbah, in the land of the children of Ammon? It was nine cubits long and four
cubits wide, measured by the common cubit.) 12 And this land which we took at that
time, from Aroer by the valley of the Arnon, and half the hill-country of Gilead with its
towns, I gave to the Reubenites and the Gadites. 13 The rest of Gilead and all Bashan,
the kingdom of Og, all the land of Argob, together with Bashan, I gave to the half-tribe
of Manasseh. (This land is named the land of the Rephaim. 14 Jair, the son of Manasseh,
took all the land of Argob, as far as the country of the Geshurites and the Maacathites,
naming it, Bashan, Havvoth-Jair after himself, as it is to this day.) 15And Gilead I gave
to Machir. 16 And the land from Gilead to the valley of the Arnon, with the middle of
the valley as a limit, as far as the river Jabbok which is the limit of the country of the
children of Ammon, I gave to the Reubenites and the Gadites; 17As well as the Arabah,
with the river Jordan as their limit, from Chinnereth to the Salt Sea, under the slopes of
Pisgah to the east. 18At that time I gave you orders, saying, The Lord has given you this
land for yourheritage: all themenofwar are to go over armedbefore your brothers the
children of Israel. 19 But your wives and your little ones and your cattle (for it is clear
that you have much cattle) may go on living in the towns I have given you; 20 Till the
Lord has given rest to your brothers as to you, and till they have taken for themselves
the land which the Lord your God is giving them on the other side of Jordan: then you
may go back, every man of you, to the heritage which I have given you. 21And I gave
orders to Joshua at that time, saying, Your eyes have seen what the Lord your God has
done to these two kings: so will the Lord do to all the kingdoms into which you come.
22Have no fear of them, for the Lord your God will be fighting for you. 23 And at that
time Imade request to theLord, saying, 24OLordGod, youhavenow for thefirst time let
your servant see your great power and the strength of your hand; for what god is there
in heaven or on earth able to do such great works and such acts of power? 25Let me go
over, O Lord, and see the good land on the other side of Jordan, and that fair mountain
country, even Lebanon. 26 But the Lord was angry with me because of you and would
not give ear to my prayer; and the Lord said to me, Let it be enough, say nomore about
this thing. 27Go up to the top of Pisgah, and turning your eyes to thewest and the north,
to the south and the east, see the landwith your eyes: for you are not to go over Jordan.
28But give my orders to Joshua, comforting him and making him strong; for he is to go
over Jordan at the head of this people, and he will give them this land which you will
see for their heritage. 29 So wewere waiting in the valley facing Beth-peor.

4
1And now give ear, O Israel, to the laws and the decisions which I am teaching you,

and do them; so that life may be yours, and you may go in and take for yourselves the
land which the Lord, the God of your fathers, is giving you. 2Make no addition to the
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orders which I give you, and take nothing from them, but keep the orders of the Lord
your God which I give you. 3 Your eyes have seen what the Lord did because of Baal-
peor: for destruction came from the Lord on all those among you who went after Baal-
peor. 4But you who kept faith with the Lord are living, every one of you, today. 5 I have
been teaching you laws and decisions, as I was ordered to do by the Lord my God, so
that youmight keep them in the land towhich you are going to take it for your heritage.
6 So keep these laws and do them; for so will your wisdom and good sense be clear in
the eyes of the peoples, who hearing all these laws will say, Truly, this great nation is
a wise and far-seeing people. 7 For what great nation has a god so near to them as the
Lord our God is, whenever we are turned to him in prayer? 8 And what great nation
has laws and decisions so right as all this lawwhich I put before you today? 9Only take
care, and keepwatch on your soul, for fear that the thingswhich your eyes have seen go
from your memory and from your heart all the days of your life; but let the knowledge
of thembe given to your children and to your children's children; 10That daywhen you
were waiting before the Lord your God in Horeb, and the Lord said to me, Make all the
people come together, so that hearingmywords theymay go in fear ofme all the days of
their life on earth and give this teaching to their children. 11Andyou camenear,waiting
at the foot of themountain; andflames of firewent up from themountain to theheart of
heaven, with dark clouds, and all was black as night. 12And the voice of the Lord came
to you out of the fire: the sound of his words came to your ears but you saw no form;
therewas nothing but a voice. 13And he gave you his agreementwith you, the ten rules
which youwere to keep, which he put inwriting on the two stones of the law. 14And the
Lord gave me orders at that time to make clear to you these laws and decisions, so that
youmight do them in the land towhich you are going, andwhich is to be your heritage.
15 So keep watch on yourselves with care; for you saw no form of any sort on the day
when the voice of the Lord came to you in Horeb out of the heart of the fire: 16 So that
you may not be turned to evil ways and make for yourselves an image in the form of
any living thing, male or female, 17Or any beast of the earth, or winged bird of the air,
18Or of anything which goes flat on the earth, or any fish in the water under the earth.
19And when your eyes are lifted up to heaven, and you see the sun and the moon and
the stars, all the army of heaven, do not let yourselves be moved to give themworship,
or become the servants of what the Lord has given equally to all peoples under heaven.
20But the Lord has taken you out of the flamingfire, out of Egypt, to be to him the people
of his heritage, as you are today. 21 And the Lord was angry with me because of you,
and made an oath that I was not to go over Jordan into the good land which the Lord
is giving you for your heritage: 22But death is to come to me in this land, I may not go
over Jordan: but youwill go over and take that good land for your heritage. 23Take care
that you do not let the agreement of the Lord your God, which he hasmadewith you, go
out of your mind, or make for yourselves images of any sort, against the orders which
the Lord your God has given you. 24 For the Lord your God is an all-burning fire, and
he will not let the honour which is his be given to any other. 25 If, when you have had
children and children's children, and have been living a long time in the land, you are
turned to evil ways, and make an image of any sort, and do evil in the eyes of the Lord
your God, moving him to wrath: 26May heaven and earth be my witnesses against you
today, that destruction will quickly overtake you, cutting you off from that land which
you are going over Jordan to take; your days will not be long in that land, but you will
come to a complete end. 27And the Lord will send you wandering among the peoples;
only a small band of you will be kept from death among the nations where the Lord
will send you. 28There you will be the servants of gods, made by men's hands, of wood
and stone, having no power of seeing or hearing or taking food or smelling. 29But if in
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those lands you are turned again to the Lord your God, searching for himwith all your
heart and soul, he will not keep himself from you. 30When you are in trouble and all
these things have come on you, if, in the future, you are turned again to the Lord your
God, andgive ear tohis voice: 31Because theLordyourGod is aGodofmercy, hewill not
takeawayhishelp fromyouor let destructionovertakeyou, orbe false to theagreement
which hemade by an oathwith your fathers. 32Give thought now to the dayswhich are
past, before your time, from the day when God first gave life to man on the earth, and
searching from one end of heaven to the other, see if such a great thing as this has ever
been, or if anything like it has been talked of in story. 33Has any people ever gone on
living after hearing the voice of God out of the heart of the fire as you did? 34Has God
ever before taken a nation for himself from out of another nation, by punishments and
signs andwonders, bywar and by a strong hand and a stretched-out arm and great acts
of wonder and fear, as the Lord your God did for you in Egypt, before your very eyes?
35All this he let you see, so that you might be certain that the Lord is God and there is
no other. 36Out of heaven itself his voice came to you, teaching you; and on earth he let
you see his great fire; and hiswords came to your ears out of the heart of the fire. 37And
because of his love for your fathers, he took their seed andmade it his, and he himself,
present among you, took you out of Egypt by his great power; 38Driving out before you
nations greater and stronger than you, to take you into their land and give it to you for
yourheritage, as at this day. 39So todaybe certain, andkeep theknowledgedeep in your
hearts, that the Lord is God, in heaven on high and here on earth; there is no other God.
40 Then keep his laws and his orders which I give you today, so that it may be well for
you and for your children after you, and that your lives may be long in the land which
the Lord your God is giving you for ever. 41 Then Moses had three towns marked out
on the far side of Jordan looking to the east; 42Towhich anyone causing the death of his
neighbour in error andnot throughhate,might go inflight; so that in one of these towns
hemight be kept fromdeath: 43Thenames of the townswere Bezer in thewaste land, in
the table-land, for the Reubenites; and Ramoth in Gilead for the Gadites; and Golan in
Bashan for Manasseh. 44 This is the law which Moses put before the children of Israel:
45These are the rules and the laws and the decisions which Moses gave to the children
of Israel after they came out of Egypt; 46On the far side of Jordan, in the valley facing
Beth-peor, in the land of Sihon, king of theAmorites, whowas ruling inHeshbon,whom
Moses and the children of Israel overcame after they had come out of Egypt: 47 And
they took his land for a heritage, and the land of Og, king of Bashan, the two kings of
the Amorites, whose lands were on the other side of Jordan to the east; 48 From Aroer
on the edge of the valley of the Arnon as far as Mount Sion, which is Hermon, 49And all
the Arabah on the far side of Jordan to the east, as far as the sea of the Arabah under the
slopes of Pisgah.

5
1AndMoses sent for all Israel, and said to them, Give ear, O Israel, to the laws and the

decisions which I give you today, and give attention to them so that you may keep and
do them. 2 The Lord our God made an agreement with us in Horeb. 3 The Lord did not
make this agreement with our fathers but with us, who are all living and present here
today. 4Theword of the Lord came to you face to face on themountain, out of the heart
of the fire, 5 (I was between the Lord and you at that time, tomake clear to you theword
of the Lord: because, through fear of the fire, you did not go up the mountain;) saying,
6 I am the Lord your God, who took you out of the land of Egypt, out of the prison-house.
7 You are to have no other gods but me. 8 You may not make for yourselves an image
in the form of anything in heaven or on earth or in the waters under the earth: 9 You
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may not go down on your faces before them or give themworship: for I, the Lord your
God, am a God who will not give his honour to another; and I will send punishment on
the children for the wrongdoing of their fathers, to the third and fourth generation of
my haters; 10And Iwill havemercy through a thousand generations on thosewho have
love for me and keep my laws. 11You are not to make use of the name of the Lord your
God for an evil purpose; whoever takes the Lord's name on his lips for an evil purpose
will be judged as a sinner by the Lord. 12 Keep the Sabbath day as a holy day, as you
have been ordered by the Lord your God. 13 On six days do all your work: 14 But the
seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God; on that day do nowork, you or your son
or your daughter, or your man-servant or your woman-servant, or your ox or your ass
or anyof your cattle, or theman froma strange countrywho is living amongyou; so that
yourman-servant andyourwoman-servantmayhave rest aswell as you. 15Andkeep in
mind that youwere a servant in the land of Egypt, and that the Lord your God took you
out of that land by his strong hand and his stretched-out arm: for this reason the Lord
has given you orders to keep the Sabbath day. 16Give honour to your father and your
mother, as you have been ordered by the Lord your God; so that your life may be long
and all may bewell for you in the landwhich the Lord your God is giving you. 17Do not
put anyone to death without cause. 18Do not be false to the married relation. 19Do not
take the property of another. 20Do not give false witness against your neighbour; 21Or
let your desire be turned to your neighbour's wife, or his house or his field or his man-
servant orhiswoman-servant orhis oxorhis ass or anythingwhich is yourneighbour's.
22These words the Lord said to all of you together on the mountain, out of the heart of
the fire, out of the cloud and the dark, with a great voice: and he said no more; he put
them in writing on the two stones of the law and gave them tome. 23And after hearing
the voice which came out of the dark while themountain was burning with fire, all the
heads of your tribes and your chiefs came tome, 24And said, The Lord has let us see his
glory andhis power, andhis voice has come tous out of thefire: todaywehave seen that
a man may go on living even after hearing the voice of God. 25Why then is death to be
our fate? For if the voice of the Lord our God comes to us anymore, deathwill overtake
us, and we will be burned up in this great fire. 26For what man is there in all the earth,
who, hearing the voice of the living God aswe have, out of the heart of the fire, has been
kept from death? 27Do you go near: and after hearing everything which the Lord our
God has to say, give us an account of all he has said to you, and we will give ear, and do
it. 28Then the Lord, hearing yourwords tome, said tome, Thewords which this people
have said to you have come to my ears: what they have said is well said. 29 If only they
had such a heart in them at all times, so that they might go in fear of me and keep my
orders and that it might be well for them and for their children for ever! 30Now say to
them, Goback to your tents. 31But as for you, keep your place here byme, and Iwill give
you all the orders and the laws and the decisions which you are to make clear to them,
so that they may do them in the land which I am giving them for their heritage. 32Take
care, then, to dowhatever the Lord your God has given you orders to do; let there be no
turning away to the right hand or to the left. 33Go on walking in the way ordered for
you by the Lord your God, so that lifemay be yours and itmay bewell for you, and your
days may be long in the land of your heritage.

6
1Now these are the orders and the laws and the decisions which the Lord your God

gave me for your teaching, so that you might do them in the land of your heritage to
which you are going: 2 So that living in the fear of the Lord your God, you may keep all
his laws and his orders, which I give you: you and your son and your son's son, all the
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days of your life; and so that your life may be long. 3 So give ear, O Israel, and take care
to do this; so that it may be well for you, and youmay be greatly increased, as the Lord
the God of your fathers has given you his word, in a land flowing with milk and honey.
4Give ear, O Israel: the Lord our God is one Lord: 5And the Lord your God is to be loved
with all yourheart andwith all your soul andwith all your strength. 6Keep thesewords,
which I say to you this day, deep inyourhearts; 7Teaching themtoyour childrenwithall
care, talking of them when you are at rest in your house or walking by the way, when
you go to sleep and when you get up. 8 Let them be fixed as a sign on your hand, and
marked on your brow; 9Have them lettered on the pillars of your houses and over the
doors of your towns. 10Andwhen the Lord your God has taken you into the landwhich
he gave his oath to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, that he would give
you; with great and fair towns which were not of your building; 11And houses full of
good things not stored up by you, and places for storing water which you did notmake,
and vine-gardens and olive-trees not of your planting; and you have taken food and are
full; 12 Then take care that you keep your hearts true to the Lord, who took you out of
the land of Egypt, out of the prison-house. 13 Let the fear of the Lord your God be in
your hearts, and be his servants, taking your oaths by his name. 14Do not go after other
gods, the gods of the peoples round about you; 15For the Lord your Godwho iswith you
is a God who will not let his honour be given to another; or the wrath of the Lord will
be burning against you, causing your destruction from the face of the earth. 16Do not
put the Lord your God to the test as you did in Massah. 17Keep with care the orders of
the Lord your God, and his rules and his laws which he has given you; 18And do what
is upright and good in the eyes of the Lord your God, so that it may be well for you and
youmay go in and take for your heritage that good land fromwhich the Lordundertook
by an oath to your fathers, 19To send out frombefore you all thosewho are against you.
20 And when your son says to you in time to come, What is the reason for these rules
and laws and decisions which the Lord our God has given you? 21Then you will say to
your son,Wewere servants under Pharaoh's yoke in Egypt; and the Lord took us out of
Egypt with a strong hand: 22And the Lord did great signs and wonders against Egypt,
and against Pharaoh and all his house, before our eyes: 23And he took us out from that
place, guiding us here to give us this land, as he said in his oath to our fathers. 24And
the Lord gave us orders to keep all these laws, in the fear of the Lord our God, so that it
might be well for us for ever, and that he might keep us from death, as he has done to
this day. 25And it will be our righteousness if we take care to keep all this order before
the Lord our God as he has given it to us.

7
1 When the Lord your God takes you into the land where you are going, which is

to be your heritage, and has sent out the nations before you, the Hittites and the
Girgashites and the Amorites and the Canaanites and the Perizzites and theHivites and
the Jebusites, seven nations greater and stronger than you; 2 And when the Lord has
given themup into your hands and you have overcome them, give themup to complete
destruction: make no agreement with them, and have nomercy on them: 3Do not take
wives or husbands from among them; do not give your daughters to their sons, or take
their daughters for your sons. 4 For through them your sons will be turned fromme to
the worship of other gods: and the Lord will be moved to wrath against you and send
destruction on you quickly. 5But this is what you are to do to them: their altars are to
be pulled downand their pillars broken, and their holy trees cut downand their images
burned with fire. 6 For you are a holy people to the Lord your God: marked out by the
Lord your God to be his special people out of all the nations on the face of the earth.
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7 The Lord did not give you his love or take you for himself because you were more in
number thananyotherpeople; for youwere the smallest of thenations: 8Butbecauseof
his love for you, and in order to keephis oath to your fathers, the Lord took you outwith
the strength of his hand, making you free from the prison-house and from the hand of
Pharaoh, kingofEgypt. 9Becertain, then, that theLordyourGod isGod;whose faithand
mercy are unchanging, who keeps his word through a thousand generations to those
who have love for him and keep his laws; 10 Rewarding his haters to their face with
destruction; he will have no mercy on his hater, but will give him open punishment.
11 So keep the orders and the laws and the decisions which I give you today and do
them. 12 And it will be, that if you give attention to these decisions and keep and do
them, then the Lord will keep his agreement with you and his mercy, as he said in his
oath to your fathers. 13And he will give you his love, blessing you and increasing you:
he will send his blessing on the offspring of your body and the fruit of your land, your
grainandyourwineandyouroil, the increaseof your cattle and theyoungof yourflock,
in the land which by his oath to your fathers he undertook to give you. 14You will have
greater blessings than any other people: no male or female among you or among your
cattlewill bewithout offspring. 15And the Lordwill take away fromyou all disease, and
will not put on you any of the evil diseases of Egypt which you have seen, but will put
them on your haters. 16 And you are to send destruction on all the peoples which the
Lord your God gives into your hands; have no pity on them, and do not give worship
to their gods; for that will be a cause of sin to you. 17 If you say in your hearts, These
nations are greater in number than we are: how are we to take their land from them?
18Have no fear of them, but keep well in mind what the Lord your God did to Pharaoh
and to all Egypt; 19 The great punishments which your eyes saw, and the signs and the
wonders and the strong hand and the stretched-out arm, by which the Lord your God
took you out: so will the Lord your God do to all the peoples who are the cause of your
fears. 20 And the Lord will send a hornet among them, till all the rest who have kept
themselves safe fromyou in secret places have been cut off. 21Haveno fear of them: for
theLordyourGod iswithyou, a greatGodgreatly tobe feared. 22TheLordyourGodwill
send out the nations before you little by little; they are not to be rooted out quickly, for
fear that the beasts of the fieldmay be increased overmuch against you. 23But the Lord
your Godwill give themup into your hands, overpowering them till their destruction is
complete. 24He will give their kings into your hands, and you will put their names out
of existence under heaven; there is not one of them who will not give way before you,
till their destruction is complete. 25The images of their gods are to be burned with fire:
have no desire for the gold and silver on them, and do not take it for yourselves, for it
will be a danger to you: it is a thing disgusting to the Lord your God: 26And youmay not
take a disgusting thing into your house, and so become cursed with its curse: but keep
yourselves from it, turning from it with fear and hate, for it is a cursed thing.

8
1Take care to keep all the orderswhich I give you today, so that youmay have life and

be increasedandgo inand takeas aheritage the landwhich theLord, byhis oath to your
fathers, undertook to give you. 2And keep inmind theway bywhich the Lord your God
has taken you through thewaste land these forty years, so that hemightmake low your
pride and put you to the test, to see what was in your heart and if you would keep his
orders or not. 3And he made low your pride and let you be without food and gave you
manna for your food, a thingnew toyou,whichyour fathersnever saw; so thathemight
make it clear to you that bread is notman's only need, but his life is in everywordwhich
comes out of themouth of the Lord. 4Through all these forty years your clothing did not
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get old or your feet become tired. 5Keep in mind this thought, that as a son is trained
by his father, so you have been trained by the Lord your God. 6 Then keep the orders
of the Lord your God, fearing him and walking in his ways. 7 For the Lord your God is
guiding you into a good land, a land of water-springs, of fountains, and deep streams
flowing out from the valleys and the hills; 8A land of grain and vines and fig-trees and
fair fruits; a land of oil-giving olive-trees andhoney; 9Where therewill be bread for you
in fullmeasure andyouwill be inneedof nothing; a landwhere the very stones are iron
and fromwhose hills youmay get copper. 10And youwill have food enough and be full,
praising theLordyourGod for thegood landhehas givenyou. 11Then take care that you
are not turned away from the Lord yourGod and fromkeeping his orders anddecisions
and laws which I give you this day: 12And when you have taken food and are full, and
have made fair houses for yourselves and are living in them; 13And when your herds
and your flocks are increased, and your stores of silver and gold, and you have wealth
of every sort; 14Take care that your hearts are not lifted up in pride, giving no thought
to the Lord your God who took you out of the land of Egypt, out of the prison-house;
15Who was your guide through that great and cruel waste, where there were poison-
snakes and scorpions and a dry land without water; who made water come out of the
hard rock for you; 16Whogave youmanna for your food in thewaste land, a foodwhich
your fathers had never seen; so that your pridemight be broken and your hearts tested
foryourgood in theend; 17Saynot then, inyourhearts,Mypowerand thestrengthofmy
hands have got me this wealth. 18But keep in mind the Lord your God: for it is he who
gives you the power to get wealth, so that he may give effect to the agreement which
he made by his oath with your fathers, as at this day. 19And it is certain that if at any
time you are turned away from the Lord your God, and go after other gods, to be their
servants and to give them worship, destruction will overtake you. 20 Like the nations
which the Lord is cutting off before you, so you will be cut off; because you would not
give ear to the voice of the Lord your God.

9
1 Give ear, O Israel: today you are to go over Jordan, to take the heritage of nations

greater and stronger than yourselves, and towns of great size with walls as high as
heaven; 2Apeople great and tall, the sons of the Anakim, of whomyou have knowledge
and of whom it has been said, All are forced to give way before the sons of Anak. 3 Be
certain then today that it is the Lord your God who goes over before you like an all-
burning fire; he will send destruction on them, crushing them before you; and youwill
send them in flight, putting an end to them quickly, as the Lord has said. 4 And after
the Lord has sent them in flight from before you, say not in your heart, Because of my
righteousness the Lord has given me this land; when it is because of their evil-doing
that the Lord is driving these nations out before you. 5Not for your righteousness or
because your hearts are upright are you going in to take their land; but because of the
evil-doing of these nations the Lord your God is driving them out from before you, and
togiveeffect tohisoath toyour fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 6Becertain then that
the Lord your God is not giving you this good land as a reward for your righteousness;
for you are a stiff-necked people. 7Keepwell inmind how youmade the Lord your God
angry in the waste land; from the day when you went out of Egypt till you came to this
place, youhave gone against the orders of the Lord. 8Again inHoreb youmade the Lord
angry, and in his wrath hewould have put an end to you. 9When I had gone up into the
mountain to be given the stones onwhich was recorded the agreement which the Lord
made with you, I was on the mountain for forty days and forty nights without taking
food or drinking water. 10And the Lord gave me the two stones with writing on them
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done by the finger of God: on themwere recorded all the words which the Lord said to
you on themountain out of the heart of the fire, on the day of the greatmeeting. 11Then
at the end of forty days and forty nights the Lord gave me those stones, the stones of
the agreement. 12And the Lord said to me, Get up now, and go down quickly from this
place; for the people you have taken out of Egypt have given themselves over to evil;
they have quickly been turned from the way in which I gave them orders to go; they
havemade themselves a metal image. 13And then the Lord said to me, I have seen that
this people is stiff-necked: 14Letme send destruction on them till their very name is cut
off; and I will make of you a nation greater and stronger than they. 15 So turning round
I came down from themountain, and themountain was burning with fire; and the two
stones of the agreement were in my hands. 16And I saw that you had done evil against
the Lord, and had made for yourselves a metal image of a young ox: you had quickly
been turned from theway inwhich the Lord had given you orders to go. 17And I let the
stones go frommy hands, and they were broken before your eyes. 18And I went down
onmy face before the Lord, as at the first, for forty days and forty nights, without taking
food or drinking water, because of all your sin, in doing evil in the eyes of the Lord and
moving him to wrath. 19 For I was full of fear because of the wrath of the Lord which
was burning against you, with your destruction in view. But again the Lord's ear was
open to my prayer. 20And the Lord, in his wrath, would have put Aaron to death: and
I made prayer for Aaron at the same time. 21And I took your sin, the image which you
hadmade, and put it in the fire and had it hammered and crushed very small till it was
only dust: and the dust I put in the stream flowing down from the mountain. 22Again
at Taberah and at Massah and at Kibroth-hattaavah you made the Lord angry. 23And
when the Lord sent you from Kadesh-barnea, saying, Go up and take the land which I
have given you; you went against the orders of the Lord your God, and had no faith in
him, and would not give ear to his voice. 24 From the day when I first had knowledge
of you, you have gone against the word of the Lord. 25 So I went down on my face in
prayer before the Lord for forty days and forty nights as I did at first; because the Lord
had said that he would put an end to you. 26 And I made prayer to the Lord and said,
O Lord God, do not send destruction on your people and your heritage, to whom, by
your great power, you have given salvation, whom you have taken out of Egypt by the
strength of your hand. 27Keep in mind your servants, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, not
looking at the hard heart of this people, or their evil-doing and their sin: 28Or it may
be said in the land from which you have taken them, Because the Lord was not able to
take them into the land which he said he would give them, and because of his hate for
them, he has taken them out to put them to death in the waste land. 29But still they are
your people and your heritage, whom you took out by your great power and by your
stretched-out arm.

10
1At that time the Lord said to me, Make two other stones, cut like the first two, and

comeup tome on themountain, andmake an ark ofwood. 2And Iwill put on the stones
the words which were on the first stones which were broken by you, and you are to
put them into the ark. 3 So I made an ark of hard wood, and had two stones cut like the
others, and went up the mountain with the stones in my hands. 4 And he put on the
stones, as in the first writing, the ten rules which the Lord gave you on the mountain
out of the fire on the day of the greatmeeting: and the Lord gave the stones tome. 5And
turning round I camedown fromthemountainandput the stones in thearkwhich Ihad
made; and there they are as the Lord gaveme orders. 6 (And the children of Israel went
on fromBeeroth Bene-jaakan toMoserah: there death came to Aaron and hewas put to
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rest in the earth; and Eleazar, his son, took his place as priest. 7From there theywent on
toGudgodah, and fromGudgodah to Jotbathah, a land of streams ofwater. 8At that time
the Lord had the tribe of Levi marked out to take up the ark of the Lord's agreement, to
be before the Lord and to do his work and to give blessings in his name, to this day.
9 For this reason Levi has no part or heritage for himself among his brothers: the Lord
is his heritage, as the Lord your God said to him.) 10 And I was in the mountain, as at
the first time, for forty days and forty nights; and again the ears of the Lord were open
to my prayer, and he did not send destruction on you. 11 Then the Lord said to me, Get
up and go on your journey before the people, so that they may go in and take the land
which I said inmy oath to their fathers that I would give them. 12And now, Israel, what
would theLordyourGodhaveyoudo, but to go in the fear of theLordyourGod,walking
in all his ways and loving him and doing his pleasure with all your heart and all your
soul, 13Doing the orders of the Lord and keeping his laws which I give you this day for
your good? 14 The Lord your God is ruler of heaven, of the heaven of heavens, and of
the earth with everything in it. 15But the Lord had delight in your fathers and love for
them,markingout forhimself their seedafter them, evenyou, fromallpeoples, asat this
day. 16Let your circumcision be of the heart, and put away your pride. 17 For the Lord
your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, strong in power and greatly to
be feared, who has no respect for any man's position and takes no rewards: 18 Judging
uprightly in the cause of the widow and of the child who has no father, and giving food
and clothing in his mercy to the man from a strange country. 19 So be kind to the man
from a strange country who is living among you, for you yourselves were living in a
strange country in the land of Egypt. 20Let the fear of the Lord your God be before you,
give him worship and be true to him at all times, taking your oaths in his name. 21He
is your God, the God of your praise, your God who has done for you all these works of
power which your eyes have seen. 22 Your fathers went down into Egypt with seventy
persons; and now the Lord your God has made you like the stars of heaven in number.

11
1 So have love for the Lord your God, and give him worship, and keep his laws and

his decisions and his orders at all times. 2 And be certain in your minds this day; for
these words are not said to your children, who have had no experience of the training
of the Lord your God, andwho have not seen his great power or his strong hand and his
stretched-out arm, 3Or his signs and wonders which he did in Egypt, to Pharaoh, king
of Egypt, and all his land; 4 And what he did to the army of Egypt, to their horses and
their war-carriages; how he made the waters of the Red Sea come up over them when
they went after you, and how the Lord put an end to them even to this day; 5And what
he did for you in thewaste land, till you came to this place; 6Andwhat he did to Dathan
and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, the son of Reuben; when they went down into the open
mouth of the earth, with their families and their tents and every living thingwhichwas
theirs, before the eyes of all Israel: 7But your eyes have seen all the great works of the
Lordwhich he has done. 8So keep all the orderswhich I give you today, so that youmay
be strong, and go in and take the landwhich is to be your heritage; 9And that your days
may be long in the landwhich the Lord gave by an oath to your fathers and to their seed
after them, a land flowing with milk and honey. 10 For the land where you are going
is not like the land of Egypt from which you have come, where you put in your seeds,
watering themwithyour foot, like aplantedgarden: 11But the landwhereyouare going
is a land of hills and valleys, drinking in the rain of heaven: 12A land cared for by the
Lord your God: the eyes of the Lord your God are on it at all times from one end of the
year to the other. 13 And it will be that if you truly give ear to the orders which I put
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before you this day, loving the Lord your God andworshipping himwith all your heart
and all your soul, 14Then I will send rain on your land at the right time, the early rains
and the late rains, so that youmay get in your grain and your wine and your oil. 15And
Iwill give grass in your fields for your cattle, so that youmay have food in full measure.
16But takecare thatyourheartsarenot turned to falseways so thatyoubecomeservants
andworshippers of other gods; 17For if you do so, thewrath of the Lordwill be burning
against you, and the heaven will be shut up so that there is no rain and the land will
give no fruit; and in a very little time you will be cut off from the good land which the
Lord is giving you. 18So keep thesewords deep in your heart and in your soul, and have
themfixed on your hand for a sign andmarked on your brow; 19Teaching them to your
children, and talking of themwhen you are at rest in your house orwalking by theway,
whenyou go to sleep andwhenyou get up: 20Writing themon the pillars of your houses
and over the doors of your towns: 21 So that your days, and the days of your children,
may be long in the land which the Lord by his oath to your fathers said he would give
them, like the days of the eternal heavens. 22 For if you take care to keep all the orders
which I give you, and to do them; loving the Lord your God and walking in all his ways
and being true to him: 23Then the Lordwill send these nations in flight before you, and
you will take the lands of nations greater and stronger than yourselves. 24Every place
whereyouput your footwill be yours: from thewaste landandLebanon, from the river,
the river Euphrates as far as the Great Sea, will be the limits of your land. 25All people
will give way before you: for the Lord your God will put the fear of you on all the land
through which you go, as he has said. 26Today I put before you a blessing and a curse:
27 The blessing if you give ear to the orders of the Lord your God, which I give you this
day: 28And the curse if you do not give ear to the orders of the Lord your God, but let
yourselves be turned from the way which I have put before you this day, and go after
other gods which are not yours. 29And when the Lord your God has taken you into the
land of your heritage, you are to put the blessing on Mount Gerizim and the curse on
Mount Ebal. 30Are they not on the other side of Jordan, looking west, in the land of the
Canaanites living in the Arabah, opposite Gilgal, by the holy tree of Moreh? 31 For you
are about to go over Jordan to take the heritage which the Lord your God is giving you,
and it will be your resting-place. 32And you are to take care to keep all the laws and the
decisions which I put before you today.

12
1 These are the laws and the decisions which you are to keep with care in the land

which the Lord, the God of your fathers, has given you to be your heritage all the days
of your life on earth. 2You are to give up to the curse all those places where the nations,
whom you are driving out, gave worship to their gods, on the high mountains and the
hills and under every green tree: 3Their altars and their pillars are to be broken down,
and their holy trees burnedwith fire, and the images of their gods cut down; you are to
take away their names out of that place. 4Do not so to the Lord your God. 5But let your
hearts be turned to the place which will be marked out by the Lord your God, among
your tribes, to put his name there; 6And there you are to take your burnedofferings and
other offerings, and the tenth part of your goods, and the offerings to be lifted up to the
Lord, and the offerings of your oaths, and thosewhich you give freely from the impulse
of your hearts, and the first births among your herds and your flocks; 7 There you and
all your families are tomake a feast before the Lord your God, with joy in everything to
which you put your hand, because the Lord has given you his blessing. 8You are not to
do things then in the way in which we now do them here, every man as it seems right
to him: 9 For you have not come to the rest and the heritage which the Lord your God
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is giving you. 10But when you have gone over Jordan and are living in the land which
the Lord your God is giving you as your heritage, and when he has given you rest from
all those on every side who are fighting against you, and you are living there safely;
11 Then there will be a place marked out by the Lord your God as the resting-place for
his name, and there you will take all the things which I give you orders to take: your
burnedofferings andother offerings, and the tenthpart of your goods, and theofferings
to be lifted up, and the offerings of your oaths which you make to the Lord; 12And you
will be glad before the Lord your God, you and your sons and your daughters, and your
men-servants and yourwomen-servants, and the Levitewho iswith you in your house,
because he has no part or heritage among you. 13Take care that you do not make your
burned offerings in any place you see: 14 But in the place marked out by the Lord in
one of your tribes, there let your burned offerings be offered, and there do what I have
given you orders to do. 15Only youmay put to death animals, such as the gazelle or the
roe, for your food in any of your towns, at the desire of your soul, in keeping with the
blessing of the Lord your God which he has given you: the unclean and the clean may
take of it. 16But youmay not take the blood for food, it is to be drained out on the earth
like water. 17 In your towns you are not to take as food the tenth part of your grain, or
of your wine or your oil, or the first births of your herds or of your flocks, or anything
offered under an oath, or freely offered to the Lord, or given as a lifted offering; 18But
theywill be your food before the Lord your God in the place of his selection, where you
maymake a feast of them,with your son and your daughter, and yourman-servant and
yourwoman-servant, and theLevitewho is livingwithyou: andyouwillhave joybefore
the Lord your God in everything towhich you put your hand. 19See that you do not give
up caring for the Levite as long as you are living in your land. 20When the Lord your
God makes wide the limit of your land, as he has said, and you say, I will take flesh for
my food, because you have a desire for it; then you may take whatever flesh you have
a desire for. 21 If the place marked out by the Lord your God as the resting-place for his
name is far away from you, then take from your herds and from your flocks which the
Lord has given you, as I have said, and have a meal of it in the towns where you may
be living. 22 It will be your food, like the gazelle and the roe; the unclean and the clean
may take of it. 23But see that you do not take the blood for food; for the blood is the life;
and you may not make use of the life as food with the flesh. 24Do not take it for food
but let it be drained out on the earth like water. 25Do not take it for food; so that it may
be well for you and for your children after you, while you do what is right in the eyes
of the Lord. 26But the holy things which you have, and the offerings of your oaths, you
are to take to the place which will be marked out by the Lord: 27Offering the flesh and
the blood of your burned offerings on the altar of the Lord your God; and the blood of
your offerings is to be drained out on the altar of the Lord your God, and the flesh will
be your food. 28Take note of all these orders I am giving you and give attention to them,
so that itmaybewell for you and for your children after you for ever,while youdowhat
is good and right in the eyes of the Lord your God. 29When the people of the landwhere
you are going have been cut off before you by the Lord your God, and you have taken
their land and are living in it; 30After their destruction take care that you do not go in
theirways, and that youdonot give thought to their gods, saying, Howdid these nations
give worship to their gods? I will do as they did. 31Do not so to the Lord your God: for
everything which is disgusting to the Lord and hated by him they have done in honour
of their gods: even burning their sons and daughters in the fire to their gods. 32 You
are to keep with care all the words I give you, making no addition to them and taking
nothing from them.
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13
1 If everyouhaveamongyouaprophetoradreamerofdreamsandhegivesyoua sign

or awonder, 2And the sign or thewonder takes place, and he says to you, Let us go after
other gods, which are strange to you, and give them worship; 3 Then give no attention
to thewords of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams: for the Lord your God is testing
you, to see if all the love of your heart and soul is given to him. 4 But keep on in the
ways of the Lord your God, fearing him and keeping his orders and hearing his voice,
worshipping him and being true to him. 5And that prophet or that dreamer of dreams
is to be put to death; for hiswordswere saidwith the purpose of turning you away from
the Lord your God, who took you out of the land of Egypt and made you free from the
prison-house; and of forcing you out of the way in which the Lord your God has given
you orders to go. So you are to put away the evil from among you. 6 If your brother,
the son of your mother, or your son or your daughter or the wife of your heart, or the
friend who is as dear to you as your life, working on you secretly says to you, Let us go
and giveworship to other gods, strange to you and to your fathers; 7Gods of the peoples
round about you, near or far, from one end of the earth to the other; 8Do not be guided
by him or give attention to him; have no pity on him or mercy, and give him no cover;
9But put him to death without question; let your hand be the first stretched out against
him to put him to death, and then the hands of all the people. 10Let him be stoned with
stones till he is dead; because it was his purpose tomake you false to the Lord your God,
who took you out of the land of Egypt, out of the prison-house. 11And all Israel, hearing
of it, will be full of fear, and no one will again do such evil as this among you. 12And if
word comes to you, in one of the towns which the Lord your God is giving you for your
resting-place, 13That good-for-nothing persons have gone out fromamong you, turning
the people of their town from the right way and saying, Let us go and give worship to
other gods, of whom you have no knowledge; 14Then let a full search be made, and let
questions be put with care; and if it is true and certain that such a disgusting thing has
been done among you; 15Then take up arms against the people of that town and give it
up to the curse, with all its cattle and everything in it. 16And take all the goods into the
middle of its open space, burning the town and all its property with fire as an offering
to the Lord your God; it is to be a waste for ever; there is to be no more building there.
17 Keep not a thing of what is cursed for yourselves: so the Lord may be turned away
from the heat of his wrath, and have mercy on you, and give you increase as he said in
his oath to your fathers: 18So long as you give ear to the voice of the Lord your God, and
keep all his orders which I give you today, and do what is right in the eyes of the Lord
your God.

14
1You are the children of the Lord your God: you are not to make cuts on your bodies

or take off the hair on your brows in honour of the dead; 2 For you are a holy people
to the Lord your God, and the Lord has taken you to be his special people out of all the
nations on the face of the earth. 3No disgusting thing may be your food. 4 These are
the beasts which you may have for food: the ox, the sheep, and the goat; 5 The hart,
the gazelle, and the roe, the mountain goat and the pygarg and the antelope and the
mountain sheep. 6Any beast which has a division in the horn of its foot andwhose food
comes back into its mouth to be crushed again, may be used for food. 7But even among
these, there are somewhichmay not be used for food: such as the camel, the hare, and
the coney, which are unclean to you, because, though their food comes back, the horn
of their feet is not parted in two. 8And the pig is unclean to you, because though it has a
division in the horn of its foot, its food does not come back; their flesh may not be used
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for food or their dead bodies touched by you. 9And of the things living in the waters,
you may take all those who have wings for swimming with and skins formed of thin
plates. 10But any which have no skin-plates or wings for swimming, youmay not take;
they are unclean for you. 11All clean birds may be used for food. 12But these birds you
may not take: the eagle and the gier-eagle and the ospray; 13 The falcon and the kite,
and birds of that sort; 14 Every raven, and all birds of that sort; 15And the ostrich and
the night-hawk and the sea-hawk and birds of that sort; 16 The little owl and the great
owl and the water-hen; 17 And the pelican and the vulture and the cormorant; 18 The
stork and the heron and birds of that sort, and the hoopoe and the bat. 19Every winged
thing which goes flat on the earth is unclean to you andmay not be used as food. 20But
all clean birds you may take. 21 You may not have as food anything which has come
to a natural death; the man from another country who is living with you may take it
for food, or you may get a price for it from one of another nation; for you are a holy
people to the Lord your God. The young goat is not to be cooked in its mother's milk.
22Put on one side a tenth of all the increase of your seed, produced year by year. 23And
make a feast before the Lord your God, in the place which is to be marked out, where
his name will be for ever, of the tenth part of your grain and your wine and your oil,
and the first births of your herds and your flocks; so that you may have the fear of the
Lord your God in your hearts at all times. 24And if the way is so long that you are not
able to take these things to the place marked out by the Lord your God for his name,
when he has given you his blessing, because it is far away from you; 25 Then let these
things be exchanged for money, and, taking the money in your hand, go to the place
marked out by the Lord your God for himself; 26Andwith the money get whatever you
have a desire for, oxen or sheep or wine or strong drink, whatever your soul's desire
may be: andmake a feast there before the Lord your God, and be glad, you and all your
house; 27And give a thought to the Levite who is living among you, for he has no part
or heritage in the land. 28At the end of every three years take a tenth part of all your
increase for that year, and put it in store inside yourwalls: 29And the Levite, because he
has no part or heritage in the land, and the man from a strange country, and the child
who has no father, and the widow, who are living among you, will come and take food
and have enough; and so the blessing of the Lord your Godwill be on you in everything
you do.

15
1 At the end of every seven years there is to be a general forgiveness of debt. 2 This

is how it is to be done: every creditor is to give up his right to whatever he has let his
neighbour have; he is not tomake his neighbour, his countryman, give it back; because
a general forgiveness has been ordered by the Lord. 3Aman of another nation may be
forced to make payment of his debt, but if your brother has anything of yours, let it go;
4But there will be no poor among you; for the Lord will certainly give you his blessing
in the land which the Lord your God is giving you for your heritage; 5 If only you give
ear to the voice of the Lord your God, and take care to keep all these orderswhich I give
you today. 6 For the Lord your God will give you his blessing as he has said: you will
let other nations have the use of your money, but you will not make use of theirs; you
will be rulers over a number of nations, but they will not be your rulers. 7 If in any of
your towns in the land which the Lord your God is giving you, there is a poor man, one
of your countrymen, do not let your heart be hard or your hand shut to him; 8 But let
your hand be open to give him the use of whatever he is in need of. 9And see that there
is no evil thought in your heart, moving you to say to yourself, The seventh year, the
year of forgiveness is near; and so looking coldly on your poor countryman you give
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him nothing; and he will make an outcry to the Lord against you, and it will be judged
as sin in you. 10But it is right for you to give to him, without grief of heart: for because
of this, the blessing of the Lord your God will be on all your work and on everything
to which you put your hand. 11 For there will never be a time when there are no poor
in the land; and so I give orders to you, Let your hand be open to your countrymen, to
those who are poor and in need in your land. 12 If one of your countrymen, a Hebrew
man or woman, becomes your servant for a price and does work for you six years, in
the seventh year let himgo free. 13Andwhenyoumakehim free, do not let himgo away
with nothing in his hands: 14But give him freely from your flock and from your grain
and your wine: in the measure of the wealth which the Lord your God has given you,
you are to give to him. 15And keep inmind that you yourself were a servant in the land
of Egypt, and the Lord your God made you free: so I give you this order today. 16But if
he says to you, I have no desire to go away from you; because you and your family are
dear to him and he is happywith you; 17Then take a sharp-pointed instrument, driving
it through his ear into the door, and he will be your servant for ever. And you may do
the same for your servant-girl. 18Let it not seem hard to you that you have to send him
away free; for he has beenworking for you for six years, which is twice the regular time
for a servant: and the blessing of the Lord your God will be on you in everything you
do. 19All the first males to come to birth in your herd and your flock are to be holy to
the Lord your God: the first birth of your ox is not to be used for work, the wool of your
first lamb is not to be cut. 20But year by year you and all your house are to take a meal
of it before the Lord, in the place of his selection. 21 But if it has any mark on it, if it is
blind or has damaged legs, or if there is anythingwrongwith it, it may not be offered to
the Lord your God. 22 It may be used for food in your houses: the unclean and the clean
may take of it, as of the gazelle and the roe. 23Only do not take its blood for food, but let
it be drained out on the earth like water.

16
1 Take note of the month of Abib and keep the Passover to the Lord your God: for in

the month of Abib the Lord your God took you out of Egypt by night. 2 The Passover
offering, from your flock or your herd, is to be given to the Lord your God in the place
marked out by him as the resting-place of his name. 3 Take no leavened bread with it;
for seven days let your food be unleavened bread, that is, the bread of sorrow; for you
came out of the land of Egypt quickly: so thememory of that day, when you came out of
the land of Egypt, will be with you all your life. 4 For seven days let no leaven be used
through all your land; and nothing of the flesh which is put to death in the evening of
the first day is to be kept through the night till morning. 5 The Passover offering is not
to be put to death in any of the towns which the Lord your God gives you: 6 But in the
place marked out by the Lord your God as the resting-place of his name, there you are
to put the Passover to death in the evening, at sundown, at that time of the year when
you came out of Egypt. 7 It is to be cooked and taken as food in the place marked out by
the Lord: and in the morning you are to go back to your tents. 8 For six days let your
food be unleavened bread; and on the seventh day there is to be a holy meeting to the
Lord your God; no work is to be done. 9 Let seven weeks be numbered from the first
day when the grain is cut. 10 Then keep the feast of weeks to the Lord your God, with
an offering freely given to him from the wealth he has given you: 11Then you are to be
glad before the Lord your God, you and your son and your daughter, yourman-servant
and your woman-servant, and the Levite who is with you, and the man from a strange
country, and the child without a father, and the widow, who are living among you, in
the place marked out by the Lord your God as a resting-place for his name. 12And you
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will keep inmind that youwere a servant in the land of Egypt: and youwill take care to
keep all these laws. 13You are to keep the feast of tents for seven days after you have got
in all your grain andmade yourwine: 14You are to keep the feastwith joy, you and your
sonandyourdaughter, yourman-servant andyourwoman-servant, and theLevite, and
theman from a strange country, and the childwithout a father, and thewidow,who are
living among you. 15 Keep the feast to the Lord your God for seven days, in the place
marked out by the Lord: because the blessing of the Lord your God will be on all the
produce of your land and all the work of your hands, and you will have nothing but
joy. 16 Three times in the year let all your males come before the Lord your God in the
place named by him; at the feast of unleavened bread, the feast of weeks, and the feast
of tents: and they are not to come before the Lord with nothing in their hands; 17Every
man is to give as he is able, in themeasure of the blessing which the Lord your God has
given you. 18 You are to make judges and overseers in all your towns which the Lord
your God gives you, for every tribe: and they are to be upright men, judging the people
in righteousness. 19Youarenot to bemoved in your judgingby aman's position, you are
not to take rewards; for rewardsmake the eyes of thewisemanblind, and the decisions
of the upright false. 20 Let righteousness be your guide, so that you may have life, and
take for yourheritage the landwhich theLord yourGod is giving you. 21Let noholy tree
of any sort be planted by the altar of the Lord your Godwhich youwill make. 22You are
not to put up stone pillars, for they are hated by the Lord your God.

17
1No ox or sheep which has a mark on it or is damaged in any way may be offered to

the Lord your God: for that is disgusting to the Lord your God. 2 If there is any man or
woman among you, in any of the towns which the Lord your God gives you, who does
evil in the eyes of the Lord your God, sinning against his agreement, 3 By becoming a
servant of other gods and worshipping them or the sun or the moon or all the stars of
heaven, against my orders; 4 If word of this comes to your ears, then let this thing be
looked intowith care, and if there is no doubt that it is true, and such evil has been done
in Israel; 5Then you are to take the man or woman who has done the evil to the public
placeofyour town, and theyare tobe stonedwith stones till theyaredead. 6Ontheword
of two or threewitnesses, amanmay be given the punishment of death; but he is not to
be put to death on theword of onewitness. 7The hands of thewitnesseswill be the first
to put him to death, and after them the hands of all the people. So you are to put away
the evil from among you. 8 If you are not able to give a decision as towho is responsible
for a death, or who is right in a cause, or who gave the first blow in a fight, and there is
a division of opinion about it in your town: then go to the placemarked out by the Lord
your God; 9And come before the priests, the Levites, or before him who is judge at the
time: and they will go into the question and give you a decision: 10And you are to be
guided by the decision they give in the place named by the Lord, and do whatever they
say: 11Acting in agreement with their teaching and the decision they give: not turning
to one side or the other from the word they have given you. 12 And any man who, in
his pride, will not give ear to the priest whose place is there before the Lord your God,
or to the judge, is to be put to death: you are to put away the evil from Israel. 13 And
all the people, hearing of it, will be full of fear and put away their pride. 14When you
have come into the land which the Lord your God is giving you, and have taken it for
a heritage and are living in it, if it is your desire to have a king over you, like the other
nations round about you; 15Then see that you take as your king the man named by the
Lord your God: let your king be one of your countrymen, not a man of another nation
who is not one of yourselves. 16And he is not to get together a great army of horses for
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himself, or make the people go back to Egypt to get horses for him: because the Lord
has said, Youwill never again go back that way. 17And he is not to have a great number
of wives, for fear that his heart may be turned away; or great wealth of silver and gold.
18Andwhen he has taken his place on the seat of his kingdom, he is tomake in a book a
copy of this law, from that which the priests, the Levites, have in their care: 19And it is
to bewith him for his reading all the days of his life, so that hemaybe trained in the fear
of the Lord his God to keep and do all the words of this teaching and these laws: 20 So
that his heartmaynot be lifted up over his countrymen, andhemaynot be turned away
from the orders, to one side or the other: but that his life and the lives of his children
may be long in his kingdom in Israel.

18
1Thepriests, the Levites, that is, all the tribe of Levi, will havenopart or heritagewith

Israel: their food and their heritagewill be the offerings of the Lordmade by fire. 2And
they will have no heritage among their countrymen: the Lord is their heritage, as he
has said to them. 3And this is to be the priests' right: those who make an offering of a
sheep or an ox are to give to the priest the top part of the leg and the two sides of the
head and the stomach. 4And in addition you are to give him the first of your grain and
wine and oil, and the first wool cut from your sheep. 5For he, and his sons after him for
ever, have beenmarked out by the Lord your God from all your tribes, to do thework of
priests in the name of the Lord. 6And if a Levite, moved by a strong desire, comes from
any town in all Israel where he is living to the place marked out by the Lord; 7Then he
will do the work of a priest in the name of the Lord his God, with all his brothers the
Levites who are there before the Lord. 8His food will be the same as theirs, in addition
to what has come to him as the price of his property. 9When you have come into the
landwhich the Lord your God is giving you, do not take as your example the disgusting
ways of those nations. 10 Let there not be seen among you anyone who makes his son
or his daughter go through the fire, or anyone using secret arts, or a maker of strange
sounds, or a reader of signs, or any wonder-worker, 11Or anyone using secret force on
people, or putting questions to a spirit, or having secret knowledge, or going to the dead
for directions. 12 For all who do such things are disgusting to the Lord; and because of
these disgusting things the Lord your God is driving them out before you. 13You are to
be upright in heart before the Lord your God. 14For these nations, whose land you are
taking, giveattention to readers of signsand to thoseusing secret arts: but theLordyour
Godwill not let youdo so. 15TheLordyourGodwill giveyouaprophet fromamongyour
people, likeme; youwill giveear tohim; 16 Inanswer to the request youmade to theLord
your God in Horeb on the day of the great meeting, when you said, Let not the voice of
the Lord my God come to my ears again, and let me not see this great fire any more, or
death will overtake me. 17 Then the Lord said to me, What they have said is well said.
18 I will give them a prophet from among themselves, like you, and I will put my words
in hismouth, and hewill say to themwhatever I give him orders to say. 19Andwhoever
does not give ear to mywords which he will say inmy name, will be responsible to me.
20 But the prophet who takes it on himself to say words in my name which I have not
given him orders to say, or who says anything in the name of other gods, will come to
his death. 21And if you say in your hearts, How are we to be certain that the word does
not come from the Lord? 22When a prophetmakes a statement in the name of the Lord,
if what he says does not take place and his words do not come true, then his word is not
the word of the Lord: the words of the prophet were said in the pride of his heart, and
you are to have no fear of him.
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19
1When the nations, whose land the Lord your God is giving you, have been cut off by

him, and you have taken their place and are living in their towns and in their houses;
2You are to have three townsmarked out in the landwhich the Lord your God is giving
you for your heritage. 3 You are to make ready a way, and see that the land which the
Lord your God is giving you for your heritage, is marked out into three parts, to which
any taker of life may go in flight. 4 This is to be the rule for anyone who goes in flight
there, after causing the death of his neighbour in error and not through hate; 5 For
example, if a man goes into the woods with his neighbour for the purpose of cutting
down trees, and when he takes his axe to give a blow to the tree, the head of the axe
comes off, and falling on to his neighbour gives him a wound causing his death; then
the man may go in flight to one of these towns and be safe: 6 For if not, he who has the
right of punishment may go running after the taker of life in the heat of his wrath, and
overtake him because the way is long, and give him a death-blow; though it is not right
for him to be put to death because he was not moved by hate. 7And so I am ordering
you to see that three towns aremarked out for this purpose. 8And if the Lord your God
makes wide the limits of your land, as he said in his oath to your fathers, and gives you
all the land which he undertook to give to your fathers; 9 If you keep and do all these
orders which I give you today, loving the Lord your God and walking ever in his ways;
then let three more towns, in addition to these three, be marked out for you: 10 So that
in all your land, which the Lord your God is giving you for your heritage, no man may
be wrongly put to death, for which you will be responsible. 11But if any man has hate
for his neighbour, andwaiting for him secretlymakes an attack on him and gives him a
blow causing his death, and then goes in flight to one of these towns; 12The responsible
menofhis townare to sendand takehim, andgivehimup to theonewhohas the right of
punishment to be put to death. 13Have no pity on him, so that Israel may be clear from
the crime of putting a man to death without cause, and it will be well for you. 14 Your
neighbour's landmark, which was put in its place by the men of old times, is not to be
moved or taken away in the land of your heritage which the Lord your God is giving
you. 15One witness may not make a statement against a man in relation to any sin or
wrongdoing which he has done: on the word of two or three witnesses a question is to
be judged. 16 If a falsewitnessmakes a statement against aman, saying that he has done
wrong, 17Then the twomen, betweenwhom the argument has taken place, are to come
before the Lord, before the priests and judges who are then in power; 18And the judges
will have the question looked into with care: and if the witness is seen to be false and
to have made a false statement against his brother, 19 Then do to him what it was his
purpose to do to his brother: and so put away the evil from among you. 20And the rest
of the people, hearing of it, will be full of fear, and never again do such evil among you.
21Have no pity; let life be given for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot
for foot.

20
1Whenyou go out towar against other nations, and come face to facewith horses and

war-carriages and armies greater in number than yourselves, have no fear of them: for
the Lord your God is with you, who took you up out of the land of Egypt. 2And when
you are on the point of attacking, let the priest come forward and say to the people,
3Give ear, O Israel: today you are going forward to the fight; let your heart be strong; do
not let uncontrolled fear overcome you because of those who are against you; 4For the
Lord your God goes with you, fighting for you to give you salvation from those who are
against you. 5And let the overseers say to the people, If there is anymanwho hasmade
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for himself a new house and has not gone into it, let him go back to his house, so that
in the event of his death in the fight, another may not take his house for himself. 6Or
if any man has made a vine-garden without taking the first-fruits of it, let him go back
to his house, so that in the event of his death in the fight, another may not be the first
to make use of the fruit. 7Or if any man is newly married and has had no sex relations
with his wife, let him go back to his house, so that in the event of his death in the fight,
anothermanmaynot take her. 8And let the overseers go on to say to the people, If there
is anymanwhose heart is feeblewith fear, let him go back to his house before hemakes
the hearts of his countrymen feeble. 9Then, after saying these words to the people, let
the overseers put captains over the army. 10When you come to a town, before attacking
it, make an offer of peace. 11 And if it gives you back an answer of peace, opening its
doors to you, then all the people in it may be put to forced work as your servants. 12 If
however itwill notmakepeacewithyou, butwar, then let it be shut inonall sides: 13And
when the Lord yourGodhas given it into your hands, let everymale in it be put to death
without mercy. 14But the women and the children and the cattle and everything in the
town and all its wealth, you may take for yourselves: the wealth of your haters, which
the Lord your God has given you, will be your food. 15 So you are to do to all the towns
far away, which are not the towns of these nations. 16But in the towns of these peoples
whose land the Lord your God is giving you for your heritage, let no living thing be kept
from death: 17 Give them up to the curse; the Hittite, the Amorite, the Canaanite, the
Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite, as the Lord your God has given you orders: 18 So
that youmaynot take themas your example and do all the disgusting thingswhich they
do in theworship of their gods, so sinning against the Lord your God. 19 If inwar a town
is shut in by your armies for a long time, donot let its trees be cut downandmadewaste;
for their fruit will be your food; are the trees of the countryside men for you to take up
arms against them? 20Only those treeswhich you are certain are not used for foodmay
becutdownandput todestruction: andyouare tomakewalls of attackagainst the town
till it is taken.

21
1 If, in the landwhich the Lord your God is giving you, you come across the dead body

of a man in the open country, and you have no idea who has put him to death: 2 Then
your responsiblemen and your judges are to come out, and give orders for the distance
fromthedeadbody to the towns roundabout it tobemeasured; 3Andwhichever town is
nearest to the body, the responsiblemen of that town are to take from the herd a young
cow which has never been used for work or put under the yoke; 4And they are to take
the cow intoavalleywhere there isflowingwater, andwhich isnotploughedorplanted,
and there the neck of the cow is to be broken: 5 Then the priests, the sons of Levi, are
to come near; for they have been marked out by the Lord your God to be his servants
and to give blessings in the name of the Lord; and by their decision every argument
and every blow is to be judged: 6 And all the responsible men of that town which is
nearest to the dead man, washing their hands over the cowwhose neck was broken in
the valley, 7Will say, This death is not thework of our hands and our eyes have not seen
it. 8Have mercy, O Lord, on your people Israel whom you have made free, and take
away from your people the crime of a death without cause. Then they will no longer
be responsible for theman's death. 9So youwill take away the crime of a deathwithout
cause fromamongyou,whenyoudowhat is right in theeyesof theLord. 10Whenyougo
out to war against other nations, and the Lord your God gives them up into your hands
and you take them as prisoners; 11 If among the prisoners you see a beautiful woman
and it is your desire tomake her yourwife; 12Then take her back to your house; and let
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her hair and her nails be cut; 13And let her take off the dress in which she was made
prisoner and go on living in your house and weeping for her father and mother for a
fullmonth: and after that youmay go in to her and be her husband and shewill be your
wife. 14 But if you have no delight in her, you are to let her go wherever she will; you
may not take a price for her as if she was your property, for you have made use of her
for your pleasure. 15 If aman has twowives, one greatly loved and the other hated, and
the two of them have had children by him; and if the first son is the child of the hated
wife: 16 Then when he gives his property to his sons for their heritage, he is not to put
the son of his loved one in the place of the first son, the son of the hatedwife: 17But he is
to give his first son his birthright, and twice as great a part of his property: for he is the
first-fruits of his strength and the right of the first son is his. 18 If a man has a son who
is hard-hearted and uncontrolled, who gives no attention to the voice of his father and
mother, and will not be ruled by them, though they give him punishment: 19 Then let
his father andmother take him to the responsible men of the town, to the public place;
20And say to them, This son of ours is hard-hearted and uncontrolled, he will not give
attention to us; he gives himself up to pleasure and strong drink. 21 Then he is to be
stoned to death by all the men of the town: so you are to put away the evil from among
you; and all Israel, hearing of it, will be full of fear. 22 If a man does a crime for which
the punishment is death, and he is put to death by hanging him on a tree; 23Do not let
his body be on the tree all night, but put it to rest in the earth the same day; for theman
who undergoes hanging is cursed by God; so do not make unclean the land which the
Lord your God is giving you for your heritage.

22
1 If youseeyourbrother's oxorhis sheepwandering, donot gobywithouthelping, but

take themback to your brother. 2 If their owner is not near, or if you are not certainwho
he is, then take the beast to your house and keep it till its owner comes in search of it,
and thenyouare to give it back to him. 3Do the samewithhis ass or his robe or anything
which has gone from your brother's keeping and which you have come across: do not
keep it to yourself. 4 If you see your brother's ox or his ass falling down on the road, do
not go bywithout giving himhelp in lifting it up again. 5 It is not right for awoman to be
dressed in man's clothing, or for a man to put on a woman's robe: whoever does such
things is disgusting to the Lord your God. 6 If by chance you see a placewhich a bird has
made for itself in a tree or on the earth, with young ones or eggs, and the mother bird
seated on the young ones or on the eggs, do not take the mother bird with the young:
7See that you let themother bird go, but the young ones youmay take; so it will be well
for you and your life will be long. 8 If you are building a house, make a railing for the
roof, so that the blood of any man falling from it will not come on your house. 9Do not
have your vine-garden plantedwith two sorts of seed: or all of itmay become a loss, the
seed you have put in aswell as the increase. 10Donot do your ploughingwith an ox and
an ass yoked together. 11 Do not have clothing made of two sorts of thread, wool and
linen together. 12On the four edges of your robe, with which your body is covered, put
ornaments of twisted threads. 13 If any man takes a wife, and having had connection
with her, has no delight in her, 14 And says evil things about her and gives her a bad
name, saying, I took this woman, and when I had connection with her it was clear to
me that she was not a virgin: 15 Then let the girl's father and mother put before the
responsible men of the town, in the public place, signs that the girl was a virgin: 16And
let the girl's father say to the responsible men, I gave my daughter to this man for his
wife, but he has no love for her; 17And now he has put shame on her, saying that she is
not a virgin; but here is the sign that she is a virgin. Then they are to put her clothing
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before the responsible men of the town. 18 Then the responsible men of the town are
to give theman his punishment; 19They will take from him a hundred shekels of silver,
which are to be given to the father of the girl, because he has given an evil name to a
virgin of Israel: she will go on being his wife, he may never put her away all his life.
20 But if what he has said is true, and she is seen to be not a virgin, 21 Then they are to
make the girl come to the door of her father's house and she will be stoned to death by
the men of the town, because she has done evil and put shame on Israel, by acting as a
loose woman in her father's house: so you are to put away evil from among you. 22 If a
man is taken in the act of going in to amarriedwoman, the two of them, theman aswell
as the woman, are to be put to death: so you are to put away the evil from Israel. 23 If
a young virgin has given her word to be married to a man, and another man meeting
her in the town, has connection with her; 24 Then you are to take the two of them to
the doorway of the town, and have them stoned to death; the young virgin, because she
gave no cry for help, though it was in the town, and theman, because he has put shame
on his neighbour's wife: so you are to put away evil from among you. 25But if the man,
meeting such a virgin in the open country, takes her by force, then only theman is to be
put to death; 26Nothing is to be done to the virgin, because there is no cause of death in
her: it is the same as if a man made an attack on his neighbour and put him to death:
27For he came across her in the open country, and therewas no one to come to the help
of the virgin in answer to her cry. 28 If a man sees a young virgin, who has not given
her word to be married to anyone, and he takes her by force and has connection with
her, and discovery ismade of it; 29Then themanwill have to give the virgin's father fifty
shekels of silver andmake her hiswife, because he has put shame onher; hemay never
put her away all his life. 30A man may not take his father's wife or have sex relations
with a womanwho is his father's.

23
1 No man whose private parts have been wounded or cut off may come into the

meeting of the Lord's people. 2One whose father and mother are not married may not
come into themeeting of the Lord's people, or any of his family to the tenth generation.
3NoAmmonite orMoabite or any of their people to the tenth generationmay come into
the meeting of the Lord's people: 4 Because they gave you no bread or water on your
way, when you came out of Egypt: and they got Balaam, the son of Peor, from Pethor
in Aram-naharaim to put curses on you. 5But the Lord your God would not give ear to
Balaam, but let the curse be changed into a blessing to you, because of his love for you.
6Do nothing for their peace or well-being for ever. 7 But have no hate for an Edomite,
because he is your brother, or for an Egyptian, for you were living in his land. 8 Their
children in the third generationmay come into themeeting of theLord's people. 9When
yougoout towarandputyour tents inposition, keep fromeveryevil thing. 10 If anyman
among you becomes unclean through anything which has taken place in the night, he
is to go out from the tent-circle and keep outside it: 11But when evening comes near, let
himtakeabath: andafter sundownhemaycomeback to the tents. 12Let therebeaplace
outside the tent-circle to which youmay go; 13And have among your arms a spade; and
when you have been to that place, let that which comes from you be covered up with
earth: 14 For the Lord your God is walking among your tents, to keep you safe and to
give up into your hands those who are fighting against you; then let your tents be holy,
so that he may see no unclean thing among you, and be turned away from you. 15Do
not give back to his master a servant who has gone in flight from his master and come
to you: 16Let him go on living among you in whatever place is most pleasing to him: do
not be hard on him. 17No daughter of Israel is to let herself be used as a loose woman
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for a strange god, and no son of Israel is to give himself to a man. 18 Do not take into
the house of the Lord your God, as an offering for an oath, the price of a loose woman
or the money given to one used for sex purposes in the worship of the gods: for these
two things are disgusting to the Lord your God. 19Do not take interest from an Israelite
on anything, money or food or any other goods, which you let him have: 20 From men
of other nations youmay take interest, but not from an Israelite: so that the blessing of
the Lord your Godmay be on everything towhich you put your hand, in the landwhich
you are about to take as your heritage. 21When you take an oath to the Lord, do not be
slow to give effect to it: forwithout doubt the Lord your Godwillmake you responsible,
and will put it to your account as sin. 22 But if you take no oath, there will be no sin.
23Whatever your lips have said, see that you do it; for you gave your word freely to the
Lord your God. 24When you go into your neighbour's vine-garden, youmay take of his
grapes at your pleasure, but you may not take them away in your vessel. 25When you
go into your neighbour's field, youmay take the heads of grainwith your hand; but you
may not put your blade to his grain.

24
1 If a man takes a wife, and after they are married she is unpleasing to him because

of some bad quality in her, let him give her a statement in writing and send her away
from his house. 2 And when she has gone away from him, she may become another
man's wife. 3And if the second husband has no love for her and, giving her a statement
in writing, sends her away; or if death comes to the second husband to whom she was
married; 4Her first husband, who had sent her away, may not take her back after she
has beenwife to another; for that is disgusting to the Lord: and you are not to be a cause
of sin in the land which the Lord your God is giving you for your heritage. 5 A newly
marriedmanwill not have to go out with the army or undertake any business, butmay
be free for one year, living in his house for the comfort of his wife. 6No one is to take,
on account of a debt, the stones with which grain is crushed: for in doing so he takes
a man's living. 7 If a man takes by force one of his countrymen, the children of Israel,
using him as his property or getting a price for him, that thief is to be put to death: so
you are to put away evil from among you. 8 In connection with the leper's disease, take
care to keep anddo every detail of the teaching of the priests, the Levites: as I gave them
orders, so you are to do. 9Keep in mind what the Lord your God did to Miriam on the
way, when you came out of Egypt. 10 If you let your brother have the use of anything
which is yours, do not go into his house and take anything of his as a sign of his debt;
11 But keep outside till he comes out and gives it to you. 12 If he is a poor man, do not
keep his property all night; 13 But be certain to give it back to him when the sun goes
down, so that he may have his clothing for sleeping in, and will give you his blessing:
and this will be put to your account as righteousness before the Lord your God. 14Do
not be hard on a servant who is poor and in need, if he is one of your countrymen or
a man from another nation living with you in your land. 15Give him his payment day
by day, not keeping it back over night; for he is poor and his living is dependent on it;
and if his cry against you comes to the ears of the Lord, it will be judged as sin in you.
16Fathers arenot to beput to death for their childrenor children for their fathers: every
man is to be put to death for the sinwhich he himself has done. 17Be upright in judging
the cause of the man from a strange country and of himwho has no father; do not take
a widow's clothing on account of a debt: 18 But keep in mind that you were a servant
in the land of Egypt, and the Lord your God made you free: for this is why I give you
orders to do this. 19When you get in the grain from your field, if some of the grain has
been dropped by chance in the field, do not go back and get it, but let it be for the man
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from a strange land, the child without a father, and the widow: so that the blessing of
the Lord your God may be on all the work of your hands. 20When you are shaking the
fruit from your olive-trees, do not go over the branches a second time: let some be for
the man from a strange land, the child without a father, and the widow. 21When you
are pulling the grapes from your vines, do not take up those which have been dropped;
let them be for the man from a strange land, the child without a father, and the widow.
22Keep in mind that you were a servant in the land of Egypt: for this is why I give you
orders to do this.

25
1 If there is an argument between men and they go to law with one another, let the

judges give their decision for the upright, and against the wrongdoer. 2 And if the
wrongdoer is to undergo punishment by whipping, the judge will give orders for him
to go down on his face and be whipped before him, the number of the blows being in
relation to his crime. 3He may be given forty blows, not more; for if more are given,
your brother may be shamed before you. 4 Do not keep the ox from taking the grain
when he is crushing it. 5 If brothers are living together and one of them, at his death,
has no son, the wife of the dead man is not to be married outside the family to another
man: let her husband's brother go in to her and make her his wife, doing as it is right
for a brother-in-law to do. 6Then the first male child she has will take the rights of the
brotherwho is dead, so that his namemay not come to an end in Israel. 7But if theman
says hewill not take his brother'swife, then let thewife go to the responsiblemen of the
town, and say, My husband's brother will not keep his brother's name living in Israel;
he will not do what it is right for a husband's brother to do. 8Then the responsible men
of the townwill send for the man, and have talk with him: and if he still says, I will not
take her; 9Then his brother's wife is to come to him, before the responsible men of the
town, and take his shoe off his foot, and put shame on him, and say, So let it be done to
the man who will not take care of his brother's name. 10And his family will be named
in Israel, The house of him whose shoe has been taken off. 11 If two men are fighting,
and the wife of one of them, coming to the help of her husband, takes the other by the
private parts; 12Her hand is to be cut off; have no pity on her. 13Do not have in your bag
different weights, a great and a small; 14Or in your house different measures, a great
and a small. 15But have a trueweight and a truemeasure: so that your lifemay be long
in the landwhich the Lord your God is giving you. 16For all who do such things, and all
whose ways are not upright, are disgusting to the Lord your God. 17Keep inmind what
Amalek did to you onyourway fromEgypt; 18How,meeting you on theway, hemade an
attack on you when you were tired and without strength, cutting off all the feeble ones
at the end of your line; and the fear of God was not in him. 19 So when the Lord your
Godhas given you rest fromallwho are against you on every side, in the landwhich the
Lord your God is giving you for your heritage, see to it that thememory of Amalek is cut
off from the earth; keep this in mind.

26
1 Now when you have come into the land which the Lord is giving you for your

heritage, and you have made it yours and are living in it; 2You are to take a part of the
first-fruits of the earth, which you get from the land which the Lord your God is giving
you, and put it in a basket, and go to the place marked out by the Lord your God, as
the resting-place of his name. 3And you are to come to him who is priest at that time,
and say to him, I give witness today before the Lord your God, that I have come into
the land which the Lord made an oath to our fathers to give us. 4 Then the priest will
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take the basket from your hand and put it down in front of the altar of the Lord your
God. 5And these are the words which youwill say before the Lord your God: My father
was a wandering Aramaean, and he went down with a small number of people into
Egypt; there he became a great and strong nation: 6And the Egyptians were cruel to us,
crushingusunder ahardyoke: 7Andour crywentup to theLord, theGodof our fathers,
and the Lord's ear was open to the voice of our cry, and his eyes took note of our grief
and the crushing weight of our work: 8And the Lord took us out of Egypt with a strong
hand and a stretched-out arm, with works of power and signs and wonders: 9And he
has beenour guide to this place, andhas givenus this land, a landflowingwithmilk and
honey. 10 So now, I have come here with the first of the fruits of the earth which you,
O Lord, have given me. Then you will put it down before the Lord your God and give
himworship: 11And youwill have joy in every good thingwhich the Lord your God has
given to you and to your family; and the Levite, and theman froma strange landwho is
with you, will take part in your joy. 12When you have taken out a tenth from the tenth
of all your produce in the third year, which is the year when this has to be done, give it
to the Levite, and the man from a strange land, and the child without a father, and the
widow, so that theymay have food in your towns and be full; 13And say before the Lord
your God, I have taken all the holy things out of my house and have given them to the
Levite, and theman from a strange land, and himwho has no father, and the widow, as
you have given me orders: I have kept in mind all your orders, in nothing have I gone
against them: 14No part of these things has been used for food in a time of weeping, or
put awaywhen I was unclean, or given for the dead: I have given ear to the voice of the
Lord my God, and have done all you have given me orders to do. 15 So, looking down
from your holy place in heaven, send your blessing on your people Israel and on the
land which you have given us, as you said in your oath to our fathers, a land flowing
withmilk and honey. 16Today the Lord your God gives you orders to keep all these laws
and decisions: so then keep and do themwith all your heart and all your soul. 17Today
you have given witness that the Lord is your God, and that you will go in his ways and
keep his laws and his orders and his decisions and give ear to his voice: 18And the Lord
hasmade it clear this day that you are a special people to him, as he gave you his word;
and that you are to keep all his orders; 19 And that he will make you high over all the
nations he has made, in praise, in name, and in honour, and that you are to be a holy
people to the Lord your God as he has said.

27
1ThenMoses and the responsiblemen of Israel gave the people these orders: Keep all

the orders which I have given you this day; 2And on the day when you go over Jordan
into the land which the Lord your God is giving you, put up great stones, coating them
with building-paste, 3Andwriting on themall thewords of this law, after youhave gone
over; so that you may take the heritage which the Lord your God is giving you, a land
flowingwithmilk and honey, as the Lord, the God of your fathers, has said. 4Andwhen
you have gone over Jordan, you are to put up these stones, as I have said to you today, in
Mount Ebal, andhave themcoatedwithbuilding-paste. 5There youare tomakeanaltar
to the Lord your God, of stones on which no iron instrument has been used. 6 You are
to make the altar of the Lord your God of uncut stones; offering on it burned offerings
to the Lord your God: 7And you are to make your peace-offerings, feasting there with
joy before the Lord your God. 8And put on the stones all the words of this law, writing
them very clearly. 9 Then Moses and the priests, the Levites, said to all Israel, Be quiet
and give ear, O Israel; today you have become the people of the Lord your God. 10 For
this cause you are to give ear to the voice of the Lord yourGod, anddohis orders andhis
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laws which I give you this day. 11 That same day Moses said to the people, 12 These are
to take their places onMount Gerizim for blessing the peoplewhen you have gone over
Jordan: SimeonandLevi and Judahand Issacharand JosephandBenjamin; 13And these
are to be on Mount Ebal for the curse: Reuben, Gad, and Asher, and Zebulun, Dan, and
Naphtali. 14Then the Levites are to say in a loud voice to all themen of Israel, 15Cursed
is the man whomakes any image of wood or stone or metal, disgusting to the Lord, the
workofman'shands, andputs it up in secret. And let all thepeople say, Sobe it. 16Cursed
is he who does not give honour to his father or mother. And let all the people say, So be
it. 17 Cursed is he who takes his neighbour's landmark from its place. And let all the
people say, So be it. 18 Cursed is he by whom the blind are turned out of the way. And
let all the people say, So be it. 19 Cursed is he who gives a wrong decision in the cause
of a man from a strange land, or of one without a father, or of a widow. And let all the
people say, So be it. 20 Cursed is he who has sex relations with his father's wife, for he
has put shame on his father. And let all the people say, So be it. 21Cursed is he who has
sex relations with any sort of beast. And let all the people say, So be it. 22 Cursed is he
who has sex relationswith his sister, the daughter of his father or of hismother. And let
all the people say, So be it. 23Cursed is he who has sex relations with his mother-in-law.
And let all the people say, So be it. 24Cursed is hewho takes his neighbour's life secretly.
And let all the people say, So be it. 25 Cursed is he who for a reward puts to death one
who has done nowrong. And let all the people say, So be it. 26Cursed is hewho does not
take this law to heart to do it. And let all the people say, So be it.

28
1Now if you give ear to the voice of the Lord your God, and keep with care all these

orders which I have given you today, then the Lord your God will put you high over all
the nations of the earth: 2And all these blessings will come on you and overtake you, if
your ears are open to the voice of the Lord your God. 3A blessing will be on you in the
town, and a blessing in the field. 4Ablessingwill be on the fruit of your body, and on the
fruit of your land, on the fruit of your cattle, the increase of your herd, and the young
of your flock. 5A blessing will be on your basket and on your bread-basin. 6A blessing
will be on your coming in and on your going out. 7By the power of the Lord, those who
take arms against youwill be overcome before you: theywill come out against you one
way, andwill go in flight fromyou sevenways. 8The Lordwill send his blessing on your
store-houses and on everything towhich you put your hand: his blessingwill be on you
in the land which the Lord your God is giving you. 9The Lord will keep you as a people
holy to himself, as he has said to you in his oath, if you keep the orders of the Lord your
God and go on walking in his ways. 10And all the peoples of the earth will see that the
nameof theLord is on you, and theywill go in fear of you. 11And theLordwillmake you
fertile in every good thing, in the fruit of your body, and the fruit of your cattle, and the
fruit of your fields, in the landwhich the Lord, by his oath to your fathers, said hewould
give you. 12Opening his store-house in heaven, the Lord will send rain on your land at
the right time, blessing all the work of your hands: other nations will make use of your
wealth, and youwill have no need of theirs. 13The Lordwillmake you the head and not
the tail; and youwill ever have the highest place, if you give ear to the orders of the Lord
your God which I give you today, to keep and to do them; 14Not turning away from any
of the orders which I give you today, to the right hand or to the left, or going after any
othergods togive themworship. 15But if youdonot giveear to thevoiceof theLordyour
God, and take care to do all his orders and his lawswhich I give you today, then all these
curses will come on you and overtake you: 16Youwill be cursed in the town and cursed
in the field. 17A cursewill be on your basket and on your bread-basin. 18A cursewill be
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on the fruit of yourbody, andon the fruit of your land, on the increaseof your cattle, and
the young of your flock. 19You will be cursed when you come in and cursed when you
go out. 20The Lordwill send on you cursing and trouble and punishment in everything
towhich you put your hand, till sudden destruction overtakes you; because of your evil
ways in which you have been false tome. 21The Lordwill send disease after disease on
you, till youhavebeen cut offbydeath from the land towhichyouare going. 22TheLord
will sendwastingdisease, andburningpain, andflamingheatagainst you, keepingback
the rain till your land is waste and dead; so will it be till your destruction is complete.
23And the heaven over your heads will be brass, and the earth under you hard as iron.
24 The Lord will make the rain of your land powder and dust, sending it down on you
from heaven till your destruction is complete. 25The Lord will let you be overcome by
your haters: youwill go out against them oneway, and youwill go in flight before them
seven ways: you will be the cause of fear among all the kingdoms of the earth. 26Your
bodieswill bemeat for all the birds of the air and thebeasts of the earth; therewill beno
one to send themaway. 27TheLordwill sendonyou thedisease of Egypt, andother sorts
of skindiseaseswhichnothingwillmakewell. 28Hewillmakeyourmindsdiseased, and
your eyes blind, and your heartswastedwith fear: 29Youwill go feeling yourwaywhen
the sun is high, like a blind man for whom all is dark, and nothing will go well for you:
you will be crushed and made poor for ever, and you will have no saviour. 30 You will
take awife, but anothermanwill have the use of her: the housewhich your hands have
madewill never be your resting-place: youwillmake a vine-garden, and never take the
fruit of it. 31Your ox will be put to death before your eyes, but its flesh will not be your
food: your ass will be violently taken away before your face, andwill not be given back
to you: your sheep will be given to your haters, and there will be no saviour for you.
32Your sons and your daughters will be given to another people, and your eyes will be
wastedawaywith lookingandweeping for themall theday: andyouwill havenopower
to do anything. 33The fruit of your land and all the work of your hands will be food for
a nation which is strange to you and to your fathers; you will only be crushed down
and kept under for ever: 34So that the things which your eyes have to see will send you
out of your minds. 35The Lord will send a skin disease, attacking your knees and your
legs, bursting out from your feet to the top of your head, so that nothing will make you
well. 36And you, and the king whom you have put over you, will the Lord take away to
a nation strange to you and to your fathers; there you will be servants to other gods of
wood and stone. 37And you will become a wonder and a name of shame among all the
nations where the Lord will take you. 38You will take much seed out into the field, and
get little in; for the locust will get it. 39 You will put in vines and take care of them, but
you will get no wine or grapes from them; for they will be food for worms. 40Your land
will be full of olive-trees, but there will be no oil for the comfort of your body; for your
olive-tree will give no fruit. 41 You will have sons and daughters, but they will not be
yours; for theywill go away prisoners into a strange land. 42All your trees and the fruit
of your land will be the locust's. 43 The man from a strange land who is living among
you will be lifted up higher and higher over you, while you go down lower and lower.
44He will let you have his wealth at interest, and will have no need of yours: he will
be the head and you the tail. 45And all these curses will come after you and overtake
you, till your destruction is complete; because you did not give ear to the voice of the
Lord your God, or keep his laws and his orders which he gave you: 46These things will
come on you and on your seed, to be a sign and a wonder for ever; 47Because you did
not give honour to the Lord your God, worshipping him gladly, with joy in your hearts
on account of all your wealth of good things; 48For this cause youwill become servants
to those whom the Lord your God will send against you, without food and drink and
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clothing, and in need of all things: and hewill put a yoke of iron on your neck till he has
put an end to you. 49The Lord will send a nation against you from the farthest ends of
the earth, comingwith the flight of an eagle; a nationwhose language is strange to you;
50Ahard-facednation,whowill havenorespect for theoldormercy for theyoung: 51He
will take the fruit of your cattle and of your land till death puts an end to you: hewill let
you have nothing of your grain orwine or oil or any of the increase of your cattle or the
young of your flock, till he has made your destruction complete. 52 Your towns will be
shut in by his armies, till your highwalls, inwhich you put your faith, have come down:
his armies will be round your towns, through all your land which the Lord your God
has given you. 53And your food will be the fruit of your body, the flesh of the sons and
daughters which the Lord your God has given you; because of your bitter need and the
cruel grip of your haters. 54 That man among you who is soft and used to comfort will
be hard and cruel to his brother, and to his dear wife, and to of those his children who
are still living; 55 And will not give to any of them the flesh of his children which will
be his food because he has no other; in the cruel grip of your haters on all your towns.
56Themost soft and delicate of yourwomen, whowould not somuch as put her foot on
the earth, so delicate is she, will be hard-hearted to her husband and to her son and to
her daughter; 57And to her baby newly come to birth, and to the children of her body;
for having no other food, she will make a meal of them secretly, because of her bitter
need and the cruel grip of your haters on all your towns. 58 If you will not take care to
do all the words of this law, recorded in this book, honouring that name of glory and of
fear, THE LORDYOURGOD; 59Then the Lord your Godwillmake your punishment, and
the punishment of your seed, a thing to be wondered at; great punishments and cruel
diseases stretching on through long years. 60He will send on you again all the diseases
of Egypt, which were a cause of fear to you, and they will take you in their grip. 61And
all the diseases and the pains not recorded in the book of this lawwill the Lord send on
you till your destruction is complete. 62And youwill become a very small band, though
your numbers were like the stars of heaven; because you did not give ear to the voice
of the Lord your God. 63And as the Lord took delight in doing you good and increasing
you, so the Lord will take pleasure in cutting you off and causing your destruction, and
youwill be uprooted from the landwhich you are about to take as your heritage. 64And
the Lord will send you wandering among all peoples, from one end of the earth to the
other: there you will be servants to other gods, of wood and stone, gods of which you
and your fathers had no knowledge. 65And even among these nations there will be no
peace for you, and no rest for your feet: but the Lordwill give you there a shaking heart
andwasting eyes andweariness of soul: 66Yourvery lifewill behanging indoubt before
you, and day and night will be dark with fears, and nothing in life will be certain: 67 In
the morning you will say, If only it was evening! And at evening you will say, If only
morning would come! Because of the fear in your hearts and the things which your
eyes will see. 68And the Lord will take you back to Egypt again in ships, by the way of
which I said to you, You will never see it again: there you will be offering yourselves as
men-servants andwomen-servants to your haters for a price, andnomanwill take you.

29
1These are thewords of the agreementwhichMoseswas orderedby theLord tomake

with the children of Israel in the land of Moab, in addition to the agreement which he
made with them in Horeb. 2And Moses said in the hearing of all Israel, You have seen
all the Lord did before your eyes in the land of Egypt to Pharaoh and to all his servants
and all his land; 3The great tests which your eyes saw, and the signs andwonders: 4But
even to this day the Lord has not given you a mind open to knowledge, or seeing eyes
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or hearing ears. 5 For forty years I have been your guide through the waste land: your
clothing has not become old on your backs, or your shoes on your feet. 6You have had
no bread, or wine, or strong drink: so that you might see that I am the Lord your God.
7When you came to this place, Sihon, king of Heshbon, and Og, king of Bashan, came
out to make war against us and we overcame them: 8And we took their land and gave
it to the Reubenites and the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh, for their heritage.
9 So keep the words of this agreement and do them, so that it may be well for you in
everything you do. 10 You have come here today, all of you, before the Lord your God;
theheads of your tribes, the overseers, and thosewhoare in authority over you,with all
themenof Israel, 11Andyour little ones, yourwives, and themenof other landswhoare
with you in your tents, down to thewood-cutter and the servantwho getswater for you:
12With the purpose of taking part in the agreement of the Lord your God, and his oath
whichhemakeswithyou today: 13Andso thathemaymakeyouhispeople today, andbe
yourGod, as he has said to you, and as hemade an oath to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob. 14And not with you only do I make this agreement and this oath; 15But with
everyone who is here with us today before the Lord our God, as well as with those who
are not here: 16 (For you have inmind howwewere living in the land of Egypt; and how
we came through all the nations which were on your way; 17And you have seen their
disgusting doings, and the images of wood and stone and silver and gold which were
among them:) 18 So that there may not be among you any man or woman or family or
tribe whose heart is turned away from the Lord our God today, to go after other gods
and give themworship; or any root among youwhose fruit is poison and bitter sorrow;
19 If such a man, hearing the words of this oath, takes comfort in the thought that he
will have peace even if he goes on in the pride of his heart, taking whatever chance
may give him: 20 The Lord will have no mercy on him, but the wrath of the Lord will
be burning against that man, and all the curses recorded in this book will be waiting
for him, and the Lord will take away his name completely from the earth. 21He will be
marked out by the Lord, from all the tribes of Israel, for an evil fate, in keeping with all
the curses of the agreement recorded in this book of the law. 22And future generations,
your children coming after you, and travellers from far countries, will say, when they
see the punishments of that land and the diseases which the Lord has sent on it; 23And
that all the land is a salt and smoking waste, not planted or giving fruit or clothed with
grass, but wasted like Sodom and Gomorrah, Admah and Zeboiim, on which the Lord
sent destruction in the heat of his wrath: 24 Truly all the nations will say, Why has the
Lord done so to this land? what is the reason for this great and burning wrath? 25Then
menwill say, Because they gave up the agreement of the Lord, the God of their fathers,
which hemadewith themwhenhe took themout of the land of Egypt: 26And theywent
after other gods and gave them worship, gods who were strange to them, and whom
he had not given them: 27And so the wrath of the Lord was moved against this land, to
send on it all the curse recorded in this book: 28 Rooting them out of their land, in the
heat of his wrath and passion, and driving them out into another land, as at this day.
29The secret things are the Lord our God's: but the things which have beenmade clear
are ours and our children's for ever, so that wemay do all the words of this law.

30
1Nowwhenall these thingshave comeonyou, theblessingand the cursewhich Ihave

put before you, if the thought of them comes back to your minds, when you are living
among the nationswhere the Lord your God has sent you, 2And your hearts are turned
again to the Lord your God, and you give ear to his word which I give you today, you
and your children, with all your heart andwith all your soul: 3Then the Lord will have
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pity on you, changing your fate, and taking you back again from among all the nations
where you have been forced to go. 4Even if those who have been forced out are living
in the farthest part of heaven, the Lord your God will go in search of you, and take you
back; 5 Placing you again in the land of your fathers as your heritage; and he will do
you good, increasing you till you are more in number than your fathers were. 6 And
the Lord your Godwill give to you and to your seed a circumcision of the heart, so that,
loving himwith all your heart and all your soul, youmay have life. 7And the Lord your
God will put all these curses on those who are against you, and on your haters who put
a cruel yoke on you. 8And youwill again give ear to the voice of the Lord, and do all his
orders which I have given you today. 9And the Lord your God will make you fertile in
all good things, blessing thework of your hands, and the fruit of your body, and the fruit
of your cattle, and the fruit of your land: for the Lord will have joy in you, as he had in
your fathers: 10 If you give ear to the voice of the Lord your God, keeping his orders and
his laws which are recorded in this book of the law, and turning to the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul. 11 For these orders which I have given you
today are not strange and secret, and are not far away. 12 They are not in heaven, for
you to say, Who will go up to heaven for us and give us knowledge of them so that we
may do them? 13And they are not across the sea, for you to say,Whowill go over the sea
for us and give us news of them so that we may do them? 14But the word is very near
you, in yourmouth and in your heart, so that youmaydo it. 15See, I have put before you
today, life and good, and death and evil; 16 In giving you orders today to have love for
the Lord your God, to go in his ways and keep his laws and his orders and his decisions,
so that you may have life and be increased, and that the blessing of the Lord your God
may be with you in the land where you are going, the land of your heritage. 17 But if
your heart is turned away and your ear is shut, and you go after thosewhowouldmake
you servants and worshippers of other gods: 18 I give witness against you this day that
destructionwill certainly be your fate, and your dayswill be cut short in the landwhere
you are going, the land of your heritage on the other side of Jordan. 19 Let heaven and
earth be my witnesses against you this day that I have put before you life and death, a
blessing and a curse: so take life for yourselves and for your seed: 20 In loving the Lord
your God, hearing his voice and being true to him: for he is your life and by him will
your days be long: so that you may go on living in the land which the Lord gave by an
oath to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

31
1 So Moses said all these things to Israel. 2Then he said to them, I am now a hundred

and twenty years old; I am no longer able to go out and come in: and the Lord has said
tome, You are not to go over Jordan. 3The Lord your God, hewill go over before you; he
will send destruction on all those nations, and youwill take their land as your heritage:
and Joshua will go over at your head as the Lord has said. 4 The Lord will do to them
as he did to Sihon and to Og, the kings of the Amorites, and to their land, whom he put
to destruction. 5The Lord will give them up into your hands, and you are to do to them
as I have given you orders. 6 Be strong and take heart, and have no fear of them: for
it is the Lord your God who is going with you; he will not take away his help from you.
7ThenMoses sent for Joshua, and before the eyes of all Israel said to him, Be strong and
take heart: for you are to go with this people into the land which the Lord, by his oath
to their fathers, has given them; by your help they will take it for their heritage. 8 It is
the Lord who goes before you; he will be with you, he will not take away his help from
you or give you up: so have no fear. 9 Then Moses put all this law in writing, and gave
it to the priests, the sons of Levi, who take up the ark of the Lord's agreement, and to
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all the responsible men of Israel. 10And Moses said to them, At the end of every seven
years, at the timefixed for the ending of debts, at the feast of tents, 11Whenall Israel has
come before the Lord your God in the place named by him, let a reading be given of this
law in the hearing of all Israel. 12Make all the people come together, men and women
and children, and anyone from another country who is with you, so that hearing they
may become wise in the fear of the Lord your God, and take care to do all the words of
this law; 13And so that your children, to whom it is new, may give ear and be trained
in the fear of the Lord your God, while you are living in the land which you are going
over Jordan to take for your heritage. 14At that time the Lord said to Moses, The day of
your death is near: send for Joshua, and come to the Tent of meeting so that I may give
him his orders. So Moses and Joshua went to the Tent of meeting. 15And the Lord was
seen in the Tent in a pillar of cloud resting by the door of the Tent. 16And the Lord said
to Moses, Now you are going to rest with your fathers; and this people will be false to
me, uniting themselves to the strange gods of the land where they are going; they will
be turned away fromme andwill not keep the agreement I havemade with them. 17 In
that day my wrath will be moved against them, and I will be turned away from them,
veilingmy face from them, and destruction will overtake them, and unnumbered evils
and troubles will come on them; so that in that day they will say, Have not these evils
come on us because our God is not with us? 18Truly, my face will be turned away from
them in that day, because of all the evil theyhavedone in going after other gods. 19Make
then this song for yourselves, teaching it to the children of Israel: put it in theirmouths,
so that this song may be a witness for me against the children of Israel. 20 For when I
have taken them into the land named in my oath to their fathers, a land flowing with
milk and honey, and they have made themselves full of food and are fat, then they will
be turned to other gods andwill give themworship, no longer honouringmeor keeping
my agreement. 21Thenwhen evils and troubles without number have overtaken them,
this song will be a witness to them, for the words of it will be clear in the memories
of their children: for I see the thoughts which are moving in their hearts even now,
before I have taken them into the land of my oath. 22 So that same day Moses made
this song, teaching it to the children of Israel. 23Then he gave orders to Joshua, the son
of Nun, saying to him, Be strong and take heart: for you are to go at the head of the
children of Israel into the land which I made an oath to give them; and I will be with
you. 24Now after writing all the words of this law in a book till the record of themwas
complete, 25Moses said to the Levites who were responsible for taking up the ark of
the Lord's agreement, 26 Take this book of the law and put it by the ark of the Lord's
agreement, so that it may be a witness against you. 27 For I have knowledge of your
hard and uncontrolled hearts: even now,while I am still living, youwill not be ruled by
the Lord; how much less after my death? 28Get together before me all those who are
in authority in your tribes, and your overseers, so that I may say these things in their
hearing, and make heaven and earth my witnesses against them. 29 For I am certain
that after my death you will give yourselves up to sin, wandering from the way which
I have given you; and evil will overtake you in the end, because you will do evil in the
eyes of the Lord,moving him towrath by thework of your hands. 30Then in the hearing
of all the meeting of Israel, Moses said the words of this song, to the end.

32
1Give ear, O heavens, to my voice; let the earth take note of the words of my mouth:

2My teaching is dropping like rain, coming down like dew on the fields; like rain on the
younggrassandshowerson thegardenplants: 3For Iwill givehonour to thenameof the
Lord: let our God be named great. 4He is the Rock, complete is hiswork; for all hisways
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are righteousness: a God without evil who keeps faith, true and upright is he. 5 They
have become false, they are not his children, themark of sin is on them; they are an evil
and hard-hearted generation. 6 Is this your answer to the Lord, O foolish people and
unwise? Is he not your father who has given you life? He has made you and given you
your place. 7Keep inmind the days of the past, give thought to the years of generations
gone by: go to your father and he will make it clear to you, to the old men and they will
give you the story. 8When the Most High gave the nations their heritage, separating
into groups the children of men, he had the limits of the peoples marked out, keeping
inmind the number of the children of Israel. 9For the Lord's wealth is his people; Jacob
is the land of his heritage. 10He came to him in the waste land, in the unpeopled waste
of sand: putting his arms round him and caring for him, he kept him as the light of his
eye. 11As an eagle, teaching her young tomake their flight, with herwings outstretched
over them, takes them up on her strong feathers: 12 So the Lord only was his guide, no
other god was with him. 13He put him on the high places of the earth, his food was the
increase of the field; honey he gave him out of the rock and oil out of the hard rock;
14Butter fromhis cows andmilk fromhis sheep, with fat of lambs and sheep of Bashan,
and goats, and the heart of the grain; and for your drink, wine from the blood of the
grape. 15But Jeshurun became fat and would not be controlled: you have become fat,
you are thick and full of food: then he was untrue to the God whomade him, giving no
honour to the Rock of his salvation. 16 The honour which was his they gave to strange
gods; by their disgusting ways he was moved to wrath. 17 They made offerings to evil
spirits which were not God, to gods who were strange to them, which had newly come
up, not feared by your fathers. 18 You have no thought for the Rock, your father, you
have no memory of the God who gave you birth. 19And the Lord saw with disgust the
evil-doing of his sons and daughters. 20And he said, My face will be veiled from them,
I will see what their end will be: for they are an uncontrolled generation, children in
whom is no faith. 21They have givenmy honour to that which is not God, movingme to
wrath with their false worship: I will give their honour to those who are not a people,
moving them to wrath by a foolish nation, 22 For my wrath is a flaming fire, burning to
the deepparts of the underworld, burning up the earthwith her increase, andfiring the
deep roots of themountains. 23 I will send a rain of troubles on them,my arrowswill be
showered on them. 24Theywill bewasted fromneed of food, and overcome by burning
heat and bitter destruction; and the teeth of beasts I will send on them, with the poison
of the worms of the dust. 25Outside they will be cut off by the sword, and in the inner
rooms by fear; deathwill take the youngman and the virgin, the baby at the breast and
the grey-hairedman. 26 I said I would send themwandering far away, I wouldmake all
memory of themgo from theminds ofmen: 27But for the fear that their haters, uplifted
in their pride, might say, Our hand is strong, the Lord has not done all this. 28 For they
are a nationwithoutwisdom; there is no sense in them. 29 If only theywerewise, if only
this was clear to them, and they would give thought to their future! 30How would it
be possible for one to overcome a thousand, and two to send ten thousand in flight, if
their rock had not let them go, if the Lord had not given themup? 31For their rock is not
like our Rock, even our haters themselves being judges. 32 For their vine is the vine of
Sodom, from the fields of Gomorrah: their grapes are the grapes of evil, and the berries
are bitter: 33 Their wine is the poison of dragons, the cruel poison of snakes. 34 Is not
this amongmy secrets, kept safe inmy store-house? 35Punishment ismine and reward,
at the time of the slipping of their feet: for the day of their downfall is near, sudden
will be their fate. 36 For the Lord will be judge of his people, he will have pity for his
servants; when he sees that their power is gone, there is no one, shut up or free. 37And
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he will say, Where are their gods, the rock in which they put their faith? 38Who took
the fat of their offerings, and the wine of their drink offering? Let them now come to
your help, let them be your salvation. 39 See now, I myself am he; there is no other god
but me: giver of death and life, wounding and making well: and no one has power to
make you free frommyhand. 40For lifting upmyhand to heaven I say, Bymy unending
life, 41 If I make sharpmy shining sword, andmy hand is outstretched for judging, I will
give punishment to those who are against me, and their right reward to my haters. 42 I
will makemy arrows redwith blood, my swordwill be feasting on flesh, with the blood
of the dead and the prisoners, of the long-haired heads of my haters. 43Be glad, O you
his people, over the nations; for he will take payment for the blood of his servants, and
will give punishment to his haters, and take away the sin of his land, for his people.
44 So Moses said all the words of this song in the hearing of the people, he and Hoshea,
the son of Nun. 45And after saying all this to the people, 46Moses said to them, Let the
words which I have said to you today go deep into your hearts, and give orders to your
children to do every word of this law. 47And this is no small thing for you, but it is your
life, and through this youmaymakeyourdays long in the landwhichyouare goingover
Jordan to take for your heritage. 48That same day the Lord said to Moses, 49Go up into
this mountain of Abarim, to Mount Nebo in the land of Moab opposite Jericho; there
you may see the land of Canaan, which I am giving to the children of Israel for their
heritage: 50And let death come to you on themountainwhere you are going, and be put
to rest with your people; as death came to Aaron, your brother, on Mount Hor, where
hewas put to rest with his people: 51Because of your sin againstme before the children
of Israel at the waters of Meribath Kadesh in the waste land of Zin; because you did not
keepmy name holy among the children of Israel. 52So youwill see the land before you,
but you will not go into the land which I am giving to the children of Israel.

33
1Now this is the blessing which Moses, the man of God, gave to the children of Israel

before his death. 2 He said, The Lord came from Sinai, dawning on them from Seir;
shining out from Mount Paran, coming from Meribath Kadesh: from his right hand
wentflamesoffire: hiswrathmadewaste thepeoples. 3All hisholyonesareathishand;
theygoathis feet; theyare lifteduponhiswings. 4Mosesgaveusa law, aheritage for the
people of Jacob. 5And there was a king in Jeshurun, when the heads of the people and
the tribes of Israel came together. 6Let life not death be Reuben's, let not the number of
hismenbe small. 7And this is theblessingof Judah: he said, Giveear, OLord, to thevoice
of Judah andmake himonewith his people: let your hands take up his cause, and be his
help against his attackers. 8And of Levi he said, Give your Thummim to Levi and let the
Urim bewith your loved one, whomyou put to the test atMassah, withwhomyouwere
angry at the waters of Meribah; 9Who said of his father, Who is he? and of his mother,
I have not seen her; he kept himself separate from his brothers and had no knowledge
of his children: for they have given ear to your word and kept your agreement. 10They
will be the teachers of your decisions to Jacob and of your law to Israel: the burning of
perfumes before you will be their right, and the ordering of burned offerings on your
altar. 11 Let your blessing, O Lord, be on his substance, may the work of his hands be
pleasing to you: may those who take up arms against him and all who have hate for
him, be wounded through the heart, never to be lifted up again. 12And of Benjamin he
said, Benjamin is the loved one of the Lord, he will be kept safe at all times; he will be
covered by the Most High, resting between his arms. 13And of Joseph he said, Let the
blessing of the Lord be on his land; for the good things of heaven on high, and the deep
waters flowing under the earth, 14And the good things of the fruits of the sun, and the
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good things of the growth of themoons, 15And the chief things of the oldest mountains,
and the good things of the eternal hills, 16The good things of the earth and all its wealth,
the good pleasure of himwhowas seen in the burning tree: may they come on the head
of Joseph, on the head of him who was prince among his brothers. 17He is a young ox,
glory is his; his horns are the horns of the mountain ox, with which all peoples will be
wounded, even to the ends of the earth: they are the ten thousands of Ephraim and the
thousands of Manasseh. 18And of Zebulun he said, Be glad, Zebulun, in your going out;
and, Issachar, in your tents. 19Theywill send out theword for the people to come to the
mountain, taking there the offerings of righteousness: for the store of the seas will be
theirs, and the secret wealth of the sand. 20Of Gad he said, A blessing be on him who
makeswide the limits of Gad: he takes his rest like a she-lion, taking for himself the arm
and the crown of the head. 21He kept for himself the first part, for his was the ruler's
right: he put in force the righteousness of the Lord, and his decisions for Israel. 22And
of Dan he said, Dan is a young lion, springing out from Bashan. 23And of Naphtali he
said, O Naphtali, made glad with grace and full of the blessing of the Lord: the sea and
its fishes will be his. 24 And of Asher he said, Let Asher have the blessing of children;
may he be pleasing to his brothers, and let his foot be wet with oil. 25 Your shoes will
be iron and brass; and as your days, so may your work be. 26No other is like the God of
Jeshurun, coming on the heavens to your help, and letting his glory be seen in the skies.
27TheGodof your fathers is your safe resting-place, andunder youarehis eternal arms:
driving out the forces of your haters from before you, he said, Let destruction overtake
them. 28And Israel is living in peace, the fountain of Jacob by himself, in a land of grain
and wine, with dew dropping from the heavens. 29Happy are you, O Israel: who is like
you, a people whose saviour is the Lord, whose help is your cover, whose sword is your
strength! All those who are against you will put themselves under your rule, and your
feet will be planted on their high places.

34
1AndMoseswent up from the table-lands ofMoab toMountNebo, to the top of Pisgah

which is facing Jericho. And the Lord let him see all the land, the land of Gilead as far
as Dan; 2And all Naphtali and the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, and all the land of
Judah, as far as the Great Sea of the west; 3And the South, and the circle of the valley
of Jericho, the town of palm-trees, as far as Zoar. 4And the Lord said to him, This is the
land about which I made an oath to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, I will give it to
your seed: now I have let you see it with your eyes, but you will not go in there. 5 So
death came toMoses, the servant of the Lord, there in the land ofMoab, as the Lord had
said. 6And the Lord put him to rest in the valley in the land ofMoab opposite Beth-peor:
but noman has knowledge of his resting-place to this day. 7AndMoses at his deathwas
a hundred and twenty years old: his eye had not become clouded, or his natural force
become feeble. 8 For thirty days the children of Israel were weeping for Moses in the
table-lands of Moab, till the days of weeping and sorrow for Moses were ended. 9And
Joshua, the son of Nun, was full of the spirit of wisdom; for Moses had put his hands on
him: and the children of Israel gave ear to him, and did as the Lord had given orders
toMoses. 10There has never been another prophet in Israel likeMoses, whom the Lord
had knowledge of face to face; 11 In all the signs and wonders which the Lord sent him
to do in the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh and to all his servants and all his land; 12And in
all the acts of power and fear whichMoses did before the eyes of all Israel.
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The Book of
Joshua

1Now after the death of Moses, the servant of the Lord, the word of the Lord came to
Joshua, the son ofNun,Moses' helper, saying, 2Mosesmy servant is dead; so nowget up!
Go over Jordan, you and all this people, into the land which I am giving to them, to the
children of Israel. 3Every place onwhich you put your foot I have given to you, as I said
to Moses. 4 From the waste land and this mountain Lebanon, as far as the great river,
the river Euphrates, and all the land of the Hittites to the Great Sea, in the west, will be
your country. 5While you are living, all will give way before you: as I was with Moses,
so I will be with you; I will not take awaymy help from you or give you up. 6Take heart
and be strong; for youwill give to this people for their heritage the landwhich I gave by
an oath to their fathers. 7Only take heart and be very strong; take care to do all the law
whichMosesmy servant gave you, not turning from it to the right hand or to the left, so
that youmay dowell in all your undertakings. 8Let this book of the law be ever on your
lips and in your thoughts day and night, so that you may keep with care everything in
it; then a blessing will be on all your way, and you will do well. 9Have I not given you
your orders? Take heart and be strong; have no fear and do not be troubled; for the
Lord your God is with you wherever you go, 10 Then Joshua gave their orders to those
who were in authority over the people, saying, 11Go through the tents and give orders
to the people, saying, Get ready a store of food; for in three days you are to go over this
river Jordan and take for your heritage the landwhich the Lord your God is giving you.
12 And to the Reubenites and the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh, Joshua said,
13Keep in mind what Moses, the servant of the Lord, said to you, The Lord your God is
sending you rest and will give you this land. 14 Your wives, your little ones, and your
cattlewill be kept here in the landwhichMoses gave you on this side of Jordan; but you,
the fighting-men, are to go over before your brothers, armed, to give them help; 15 Till
theLordhas givenyourbrothers rest, ashehas given it to you, and theyhave taken their
heritage in the land which the Lord your God is giving them: then you will go back to
the land of your heritagewhichMoses, the servant of the Lord, gave you on the east side
of Jordan. 16Then they said to Joshua in answer,Whatever you say to uswewill do, and
wherever you send us we will go. 17As we gave attention to Moses in all things, so we
will give attention to you: andmay theLord yourGodbewith youashewaswithMoses.
18Whoever goes against your orders, and does not give attention to all yourwords, will
be put to death: only take heart and be strong.

2
1 Then Joshua, the son of Nun, sent two men from Shittim secretly, with the purpose

of searching out the land, and Jericho. So they went and came to the house of a loose
woman of the town, named Rahab, where they took their rest for the night. 2And it was
said to the king of Jericho, See, some men have come here tonight from the children
of Israel with the purpose of searching out the land. 3 Then the king of Jericho sent to
Rahab, saying, Send out themenwho have come to you and are in your house; for they
have comewith the purpose of searching out all the land. 4And thewoman took the two
men and put them in a secret place; then she said, Yes, themen came tome, but I had no
idea where they came from; 5And when it was the time for shutting the doors at dark,
theywent out; I have no ideawhere themenwent: but if you go after themquickly, you
will overtake them. 6 But she had taken them up to the roof, covering them with the
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stems of flax which she had put out in order there. 7So themenwent after them on the
road to Jordan as far as the river-crossing: and when they had gone out after them, the
door into the townwas shut. 8And before themenwent to rest, she came up to them on
the roof, 9And said to them, It is clear to me that the Lord has given you the land, and
that the fear of you has come on us; 10For we have had news of how the Lordmade the
Red Sea dry before youwhen you came out of Egypt; andwhat you did to the two kings
of the Amorites, on the other side of Jordan, to Sihon and Og, whom you gave up to the
curse. 11Andbecause of this news, ourhearts became likewater, and therewasnomore
spirit in any of us because of you; for the Lord your God is God in heaven on high and
here on earth. 12 So now, will you give me your oath by the Lord, that, because I have
been kind to you, you will be kind to my father's house, 13And that you will keep safe
my father andmother andmy brothers and sisters and all they have, so that deathmay
not come on us? 14And the men said to her, Our life for yours if you keep our business
secret; and when the Lord has given us the land, we will keep faith and be kind to you.
15 Then she let them down from the window by a cord, for the house where she was
living was on the town wall. 16 And she said to them, Get away into the hill-country,
or the men who have gone after you will overtake you; keep yourselves safe there for
three days, till the searchers have come back, and then go on your way. 17And themen
said to her,Wewill only be responsible for this oath which you havemade us take, 18 If,
whenwe come into the land, you put this cord of bright red thread in thewindow from
which you let us down; and get your father andmother and your brothers and all your
family into the house; 19Then if anyone goes out of your house into the street, his blood
will be on his head, we will not be responsible; but if any damage comes to anyone in
the house, his blood will be on our heads. 20But if you say anything about our business
here, then we will be free from the oath you have made us take. 21And she said, Let it
be as you say. Then she sent them away, and they went; and she put the bright red cord
in the window. 22 And they went into the hill-country and were there three days, till
themenwho had gone after themhad come back; and thosewhowent after themwere
searching for themeverywherewithout comingacross them. 23Then the twomencame
down from thehill-country andwent over and cameback to Joshua, the sonofNun; and
they gave him a complete account of what had taken place. 24And they said to Joshua,
Truly, the Lord has given all the land into our hands; and all the people of the land have
become like water because of us.

3
1Then Joshua got up early in themorning, and,moving on fromShittim, he andall the

children of Israel came to Jordan and were there for the night before going over. 2And
at the end of three days, the men in authority over the people went through the tents,
3Giving the people their orders, and saying, When you see the ark of the agreement of
the Lord your God lifted up by the priests, the Levites, then get up from your places
and go after it; 4 But let there be a space between you and it of about two thousand
cubits: come no nearer to it, so that you may see the way you have to go, for you have
not been over this way before. 5And Joshua said to the people, Make yourselves holy,
for tomorrow the Lord will do works of wonder among you. 6 Then Joshua said to the
priests, Take up the ark of the agreement and go over in front of the people. So they
took up the ark of the agreement and went in front of the people. 7And the Lord said
to Joshua, From now on I will give you glory in the eyes of all Israel, so that they may
see that, as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. 8And you are to give orders to the
priestswho take up the ark of the agreement, and say,When you come to the edge of the
waters of Jordan, go no further. 9And Joshua said to the children of Israel, Come to me
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here: and give ear to thewords of the Lord yourGod. 10And Joshua said, By this youwill
see that the livingGod is among you, and that hewill certainly send out frombefore you
the Canaanite and theHittite and theHivite and the Perizzite and theGirgashite and the
Amorite and the Jebusite. 11 See, the ark of the agreement of the Lord of all the earth is
goingoverbeforeyou into Jordan. 12So take twelvemenout of the tribes of Israel, aman
fromevery tribe. 13Andwhen the feet of the priestswho take up the ark of the Lord, the
Lord of all the earth, come to rest in the waters of Jordan, the waters of Jordan will be
cut off, all the waters flowing down from higher up, and will come together in a mass.
14 So when the people went out from their tents to go over Jordan, the priests who took
up the ark of the agreementwere in front of the people; 15Andwhen thosewho took up
the ark came to Jordan, and the feet of the priests who took up the ark were touching
the edge of the water (for the waters of Jordan are overflowing all through the time of
the grain-cutting), 16 Then the waters flowing down from higher up were stopped and
came together in amass a longwayback atAdam, a townnear Zarethan; and thewaters
flowing down to the sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea, were cut off: and the people went
across opposite Jericho. 17And the priests who took up the ark of the agreement of the
Lordkept theirplaces,with their feet ondry land in themiddleof Jordan,while all Israel
went over on dry land, till all the nation had gone over Jordan.

4
1Nowwhenall thenationhadcome to theother sideof Jordan, theLordsaid to Joshua,

2 Take twelve men from the people, a man for every tribe, 3And say to them, Take up
from the middle of Jordan, from the place where the feet of the priests were resting,
twelve stones, and take them over with you and put them down in the place where you
takeyour rest tonight. 4So Joshua sent for the twelvemen,whomhehad ready, oneman
outof every tribeof thechildrenof Israel, 5Andhesaid to them,Gooverbefore thearkof
the Lord your God into themiddle of Jordan, and let every one of you take up a stone on
his back, one for every tribe of the children of Israel: 6So that this may be a sign among
you;whenyour children say to you in time to come,What is the reason for these stones?
7Then youwill say to them, Because the waters of Jordanwere cut off before the ark of
the Lord's agreement; when it went over Jordan the waters of Jordan were cut off: and
these stoneswill be a sign for the children of Israel, keeping it in theirmemory for ever.
8 So the children of Israel did as Joshua gave them orders, and took twelve stones from
themiddle of Jordan, as the Lord had said to Joshua, one for every tribe of the children
of Israel; these they took across with them to their night's resting-place and put them
down there. 9And Joshua put up twelve stones in the middle of Jordan, where the feet
of the priestswho took up the ark of the agreement had been placed: and there they are
to this day. 10For the priests who took up the ark kept there in the middle of Jordan till
all the orders given to Joshua by Moses from the Lord had been done: then the people
went over quickly. 11 And when all the people had come to the other side, the ark of
the Lordwent over, and the priests, before the eyes of the people. 12And the children of
Reuben and the children of Gad and the half-tribe ofManassehwent over armedbefore
the children of Israel asMoses had said to them: 13About forty thousand armed forwar
went over before the Lord to the fight, to the lowlands of Jericho. 14 That day the Lord
made Joshua great in the eyes of all Israel; and all the days of his life they went in fear
of him, as they had gone in fear ofMoses. 15Then the Lord said to Joshua, 16Give orders
to the priestswho take up the ark ofwitness, to comeup out of Jordan. 17So Joshua gave
orders to the priests, saying, Come up now out of Jordan. 18And when the priests who
took up the ark of the Lord's agreement came up out of Jordan and their feet came out
on to dry land, the waters of Jordan went back to their place, overflowing its edges as
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before. 19 So on the tenth day of the first month the people came up out of Jordan, and
put up their tents in Gilgal, on the east side of Jericho. 20And the twelve stones which
they took out of Jordan, Joshua put up in Gilgal. 21And he said to the children of Israel,
When your children say to their fathers in time to come, What is the reason for these
stones? 22Then give your children the story, and say, Israel came over this river Jordan
on dry land. 23For the Lord your Godmade thewaters of Jordan dry before you till you
had gone across, as he did to the Red Sea, drying it up before us till we had gone across:
24 So that all the peoples of the earth may see that the hand of the Lord is strong; and
that theymay go in fear of the Lord your God for ever.

5
1Nowwhen the news came to all the kings of the Amorites on thewest side of Jordan,

and all the kings of the Canaanites living by the sea, how the Lord hadmade thewaters
of Jordandrybefore the childrenof Israel, till theyhadgoneacross, their hearts became
like water, and there was no more spirit in them, because of the children of Israel. 2At
that time the Lord said to Joshua, Make yourself stone knives and give the children of
Israel circumcision a second time. 3So Joshuamade stone knives and gave the children
of Israel circumcision at Gibeath-ha-araloth. 4 And this is the reason why Joshua did
so: all the males of the people who came out of Egypt, all the fighting-men, had been
overtaken by death in the waste land on the way, after they came out of Egypt. 5All the
people who came out had undergone circumcision; but all the people whose birth had
taken place in the waste land on their journey from Egypt had not. 6For the children of
Israel werewandering in thewaste land for forty years, till all the nation, that is, all the
fighting-men, who had come out of Egypt, were dead, because they did not give ear to
the voice of the Lord: to whom the Lord said, with an oath, that he would not let them
see the landwhich the Lordhad givenhisword to their fathers to give us, a landflowing
withmilk and honey. 7And their children, who came up in their place, now underwent
circumcision by the hands of Joshua, not having had it before: for there had been no
circumcision on the journey. 8Sowhenall thenationhadundergone circumcision, they
kept in their tents till they were well again. 9 And the Lord said to Joshua, Today the
shame of Egypt has been rolled away from you. So that place was named Gilgal, to this
day. 10 So the children of Israel put up their tents in Gilgal; and they kept the Passover
on the fourteenth day of themonth, in the evening, in the lowlands of Jericho. 11And on
the day after the Passover, they had for their food the produce of the land, unleavened
cakes and dry grain on the same day. 12 And there was no more manna from the day
after they had for their food the produce of the land; the children of Israel had manna
no longer, but that year the produce of the land of Canaanwas their food. 13Nowwhen
Joshuawas near Jericho, lifting uphis eyes he sawaman in front of him,with his sword
uncovered in his hand: and Joshua went up to him and said, Are you for us or against
us? 14Andhe said,No; but I have comeas captainof thearmiesof theLord. Then Joshua,
falling down with his face to the earth in worship, said, What has my lord to say to his
servant? 15And the captain of the Lord's army said to Joshua, Take off your shoes from
your feet, for the place where you are is holy. And Joshua did so.

6
1 (Now Jerichowas all shut upbecause of the childrenof Israel: therewasnogoingout

or coming in.) 2And the Lord said to Joshua, See, I have given into your hands Jericho
with its king and all its men of war. 3Now let all your fighting-menmake a circle round
the town, going all round it once. Do this for six days. 4And let seven priests go before
the ark with seven loud-sounding horns in their hands: on the seventh day you are to
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go round the town seven times, the priests blowing their horns. 5And at the sound of a
long note on the horns, let all the people give a loud cry; and the wall of the town will
come down flat, and all the people are to go straight forward. 6 Then Joshua, the son
of Nun, sent for the priests and said to them, Take up the ark of the agreement, and let
sevenpriests take sevenhorns in their hands and gobefore the ark of the Lord. 7Andhe
said to the people, Go forward, circling the town, and let the armed men go before the
ark of the Lord. 8So after Joshua had said this to the people, the seven priests with their
seven horns went forward before the Lord, blowing on their horns: and the ark of the
Lord's agreement went after them. 9And the armed men went before the priests who
were blowing the horns, and the mass of the people went after the ark, blowing their
horns. 10And to the people Joshua gave an order, saying, Youwill give no cry, andmake
no sound, and let no word go out of your mouth till the day when I say, Give a loud cry;
then give a loud cry. 11 So hemade the ark of the Lord go all round the town once: then
theywent back to the tents for the night. 12And early in themorning Joshua got up, and
the priests took up the ark of the Lord. 13And the seven priests with their seven horns
went on before the ark of the Lord, blowing their horns: the armed men went before
them, and the mass of the people went after the ark of the Lord, blowing their horns.
14The second day theywent all round the town once, and thenwent back to their tents:
and so they did for six days. 15 Then on the seventh day they got up early, at the dawn
of the day, and went round the town in the same way, but that day they went round it
seven times. 16And the seventh time, at the sound of the priests' horns, Joshua said to
the people, Now give a loud cry; for the Lord has given you the town. 17And the town
will be put to the curse, and everything in it will be given to the Lord: only Rahab, the
loose woman, and all who are in the house with her, will be kept safe, because she kept
secret themenwesent. 18Andas foryou, keepyourselves fromthecursed thing, for fear
that you may get a desire for it and take some of it for yourselves, and so be the cause
of a curse and great trouble on the tents of Israel. 19But all the silver and gold and the
vessels of brass and iron are holy to the Lord: they are to come into the store-house of
the Lord. 20So the people gave a loud cry, and the horns were sounded; and on hearing
the horns the people gave a loud cry, and the wall came down flat, so that the people
went up into the town, every man going straight before him, and they took the town.
21And they put everything in the town to the curse; men andwomen, young and old, ox
and sheep and ass, they put to deathwithoutmercy. 22Then Joshua said to the twomen
who had been sent to make a search through the land, Go into the house of the loose
woman, and get her out, and all who are with her, as you gave her your oath. 23 So the
searchers went in and got out Rahab and her father and mother and her brothers and
all shehad, and they got out all her family; and they took themoutside the tents of Israel.
24Then, after burning up the town and everything in it, they put the silver and gold and
the vessels of brass and iron into the store-house of the Lord's house. 25But Joshua kept
Rahab, the loose woman, and her father's family and all she had, from death, and so
she got a living-place among the children of Israel to this day; because she kept safe the
menwhom Joshua had sent tomake a search through the land. 26Then Joshua gave the
people orders with an oath, saying, Let that man be cursed before the Lord who puts
his hand to the building up of this town: with the loss of his first sonwill he put the first
stone of it in place, and with the loss of his youngest son he will put up its doors. 27 So
the Lord was with Joshua; and news of himwent through all the land.

7
1 But the children of Israel did wrong about the cursed thing: for Achan, the son of

Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the family of Judah, took of the cursed thing,
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moving the Lord to wrath against the children of Israel. 2Now Joshua sent men from
Jericho to Ai, which is by the side of Beth-aven, on the east side of Beth-el, and said to
them, Go up andmake a search through the land. And themenwent up and sawhowAi
was placed. 3Then they came back to Joshua and said to him, Do not send all the people
up, but let about two or three thousand men go up and make an attack on Ai; there is
no need for all the people to be tired with the journey there, for it is only a small town.
4 So about three thousand of the people went up, and were sent in flight by the men of
Ai. 5The men of Ai put to death about thirty-six of them, driving them from before the
town as far as the stoneworks, and overcoming them on the way down: and the hearts
of the people became like water. 6 Then Joshua, in great grief, went down on the earth
before the ark of the Lord till the evening, and all the chiefs of Israel with him, and they
put dust on their heads. 7 And Joshua said, O Lord God, why have you taken us over
Jordan only to give us up into the hands of the Amorites for our destruction? If only it
had been enough for us to keep on the other side of Jordan! 8O Lord, what am I to say
now that Israel have givenwaybefore their attackers? 9Forwhen thenews comes to the
Canaanites and all the people of the land, they will come up, shutting us in and cutting
off our name from the earth: and what will you do for the honour of your great name?
10Then the Lord said to Joshua, Get up; what are you doing with your face to the earth?
11 Israel has done wrong, sinning against the agreement which I made with them: they
have even taken of the cursed thing; acting falsely like thieves they have put it among
their goods. 12For this reason the children of Israel have givenway, turning their backs
in flight before their attackers, because they are cursed: I will no longer be with you,
if you do not put the cursed thing away from among you. 13Up! make the people holy;
say to them,Make yourselves holy before tomorrow, for the Lord, the God of Israel, has
said, There is a cursed thing among you, O Israel, and you will give way before your
attackers in the fight till the cursed thing has been taken away from among you. 14So in
themorning you are to comenear, tribe by tribe; and the tribemarked out by the Lord is
to come near, family by family; and the family marked out by the Lord is to come near,
house by house; and the house marked out by the Lord is to come near, man by man.
15 Then the man who is taken with the cursed thing is to be burned, with everything
which is his; because he has gone against the agreement of the Lord and has done an
act of shame in Israel. 16 So Joshua got up early in the morning, and made Israel come
before him by their tribes; and the tribe of Judah was taken; 17 Then he made Judah
come forward, and the family of the Zerahiteswas taken; and hemade the family of the
Zerahites come forwardman byman; and Zabdi was taken; 18Then the house of Zabdi
came forward man by man, and Achan, the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of
Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was taken. 19And Joshua said to Achan, My son, give glory
and praise to the Lord, the God of Israel; give me word now of what you have done,
and keep nothing back fromme. 20And Achan, answering, said to Joshua, Truly I have
done wrong against the Lord, the God of Israel, and this is what I have done: 21When I
saw among their goods a fair robe of Babylon and two hundred shekels of silver, and a
mass of gold, fifty shekels in weight, I was overcome by desire and took them; and they
are put away in the earth in my tent, and the silver is under it. 22 So Joshua sent men
quickly, and looking in his tent, they saw where the robe had been put away secretly
with the silver under it. 23And they took them from the tent and came back with them
to Joshua and the children of Israel, and put them before the Lord. 24Then Joshua and
all Israel took Achan, the son of Zerah, and the silver and the robe and themass of gold,
andhis sons andhis daughters andhis oxenandhis asses andhis sheep andhis tent and
everything he had; and they took them up into the valley of Achor. 25And Joshua said,
Why have you been a cause of trouble to us? Today the Lord will send trouble on you.
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And all Israel took part in stoning him; they had him stoned to death and then burned
with fire. 26 And over him they put a great mass of stones, which is there to this day;
then the heat of the Lord'swrathwas turned away. So that placewas named, The Valley
of Achor, to this day.

8
1 Then the Lord said to Joshua, Have no fear and do not be troubled: take with you

all the fighting-men and go up against Ai: for I have given into your hands the king
of Ai and his people and his town and his land: 2 And you are to do to Ai and its king
as you did to Jericho and its king: but their goods and their cattle you may take for
yourselves: let a secret force be stationed to make a surprise attack on the town from
the back. 3 So Joshua and the fighting-men got ready to go up against Ai; and Joshua
took thirty thousand men of war, and sent them out by night. 4And he gave them their
orders, saying, Go and take up your position secretly at the back of the town: do not go
very far away, and let all of you be ready: 5And I and all the people with me will come
near the town, andwhen they comeout against us as they did before, wewill go inflight
from them; 6And theywill come out after us, till we have got themaway from the town;
for theywill say, They have gone inflight fromus as before; sowewill go in flight before
them; 7 Then you will get up from your secret position and take the town, for the Lord
your God will give it up into your hands. 8And when you have taken the town, put fire
to it, as the Lord has said: see, I have given you your orders. 9 So Joshua sent them out:
and they took up a secret position between Beth-el and Ai, on the west side of Ai: but
Joshua kept with the people that night. 10And early in the morning Joshua got up, and
put the people in order, and he and the chiefs of Israel went up before the people to Ai.
11And all the fighting-men who were with him went up and came near the town, and
tookupapositionon thenorth side ofAi facing the town,with a valley betweenhimand
the town. 12And taking about five thousandmen, he put them in position for a surprise
attack on the west side of Ai, between Beth-el and Ai. 13 So all the people were in their
places, the army on the north side of the town and the secret force on the west; and
that night Joshua went down into the valley. 14Now when the king of Ai saw it, he got
up quickly and went out to war against Israel, he and all his people, to the slope going
down to the valley; but he had no idea that a secret force was waiting at the back of the
town. 15Then Joshua and all Israel, acting as if they were overcome before them, went
in flight by way of the waste land. 16And all the people in Ai came together to go after
them; and theywent after Joshua, moving away from the town. 17Therewas not aman
inAi andBeth-elwho did not go out after Israel; and the townwas open and unwatched
while theywent after Israel. 18And the Lord said to Joshua, Let your spear be stretched
out against Ai; for Iwill give it into your hands. So Joshua took up his spear, stretching it
out in the direction of the town. 19Then the secret force came quickly from their place,
and running forward when they saw his hand stretched out, went into the town and
took it, and put fire to it straight away. 20 Then the men of Ai, looking back, saw the
smoke of the town going up to heaven, and were unable to go this way or that: and the
people who had gone in flight to the waste land were turned back on those who were
coming after them. 21Andwhen Joshua and all Israel saw that the town had been taken
by the surprise attack, and that the smoke of the town had gone up, turning round they
overcame the men of Ai. 22Then the other force came out of the town against them, so
that they were being attacked on this side and on that: and Israel overcame them and
let not one of them get away with his life. 23But the king of Ai they made prisoner, and
took him to Joshua. 24Then, after the destruction of all the people of Ai in the field and
in the waste land where they went after them, and when all the people had been put
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to death without mercy, all Israel went back to Ai, and put to death all who were in it
without mercy. 25On that day twelve thousand were put to death, men and women, all
the people of Ai. 26For Joshua did not take back his handwith the outstretched spear till
thedestructionof thepeopleofAiwascomplete. 27But thecattleand thegoods fromthat
town, Israel took for themselves, as the Lord had given orders to Joshua. 28 So Joshua
gave Ai to the flames, and made it a waste mass of stones for ever, as it is to this day.
29And he put the king of Ai to death, hanging him on a tree till evening: and when the
sun went down, Joshua gave them orders to take his body down from the tree, and put
it in the public place of the town, covering it with a great mass of stones, which is there
to this day. 30Then Joshua put up an altar to the Lord, the God of Israel, in Mount Ebal,
31 In the way ordered by Moses, the servant of the Lord, as it is recorded in the book of
the law ofMoses, an altar of uncut stones, untouched by any iron instrument: and on it
they made burned offerings and peace-offerings to the Lord. 32And he made there on
the stones a copy of the law ofMoses, writing it before the eyes of the children of Israel.
33And all Israel, thosewhowere Israelites by birth, as well as themen from other lands
living with them, and their responsible men and their overseers and judges, took their
places round the ark, in front of the priests, the Levites, whose work it was to take up
the ark of the Lord's agreement; half of themwere stationed in front of Mount Gerizim
and half in front of Mount Ebal, in agreement with the orders for the blessing of the
children of Israel whichMoses, the servant of the Lord, had given. 34And after, he gave
them all thewords of the law, the blessing and the curse, as it is all recorded in the book
of the law; 35Reading to all themeeting of Israel, with the women and the children and
themen fromother landswhowere living among them, everywordof the orderswhich
Moses had given.

9
1Now on hearing the news of these things, all the kings on the west side of Jordan, in

the hill-country and the lowlands and by the Great Sea in front of Lebanon, the Hittites
and the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, 2 Came
together with one purpose, to make war against Joshua and Israel. 3 And the men of
Gibeon, hearing what Joshua had done to Jericho and Ai, 4Acting with deceit, got food
together as if for a long journey; and took old food-bags for their asses, and old and
cracked wine-skins kept together with cord; 5 And put old stitched-up shoes on their
feet, and old clothing on their backs; and all the food they had with them was dry and
broken up. 6And they came to Joshua to the tent-circle at Gilgal, and said to him and to
the men of Israel, We have come from a far country: so now make an agreement with
us. 7And the men of Israel said to the Hivites, It may be that you are living among us;
how thenmaywemake an agreementwith you? 8And they said to Joshua,We are your
servants. Then Joshua said to them, Who are you and where do you come from? 9And
they said to him, Your servants have come froma very far country, because of the name
of the Lord your God: for the story of his great name, and of all he did in Egypt has
come to our ears, 10And what he did to the two kings of the Amorites east of Jordan, to
Sihon, king of Heshbon, and to Og, king of Bashan, at Ashtaroth. 11 So the responsible
men and all the people of our country said to us, Take food with you for the journey
and go to them, and say to them, We are your servants: so now make an agreement
with us. 12This breadwhichwe havewith us for our food, we tookwarmand new from
our houses when starting on our journey to you; but now see, it has become dry and
broken up. 13And these wine-skins were newwhen we put the wine in them, and now
they are cracked as you see; and our clothing and our shoes have becomeold because of
our very long journey here. 14And themen took some of their food, without requesting
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directions from the Lord. 15 So Joshuamade peace with them, andmade an agreement
with them that theywerenot tobeput todeath: and the chiefs of thepeople tookanoath
to them. 16Now three days after, when they had made this agreement with them, they
had word that these men were their neighbours, living near them. 17And the children
of Israel went forward on their journey, and on the third day came to their towns. Now
their towns were Gibeon and Chephirah and Beeroth and Kiriath-jearim. 18 And the
children of Israel did not put them to death, because the chiefs of the people had taken
anoath to themby theLord, theGodof Israel. Andall thepeoplemadeanoutcry against
the chiefs. 19But all the chiefs said to the people, We have taken an oath to them by the
Lord, theGodof Israel, and sowemaynot put our hands on them. 20This iswhatwewill
do to them: we will not put them to death, for fear that wrath may come on us because
of our oath to them. 21 Keep them living, and let them be servants, cutting wood and
getting water for all the people. And all the people did as the chiefs had said to them.
22 Then Joshua sent for them, and said to them, Why have you been false to us, saying,
We are very far from you, when you are living among us? 23Now because of this you
are cursed, and you will for ever be our servants, cutting wood and getting water for
the house of my God. 24And, answering Joshua, they said, Because it came to the ears
of your servants that the Lord your God had given orders to his servant Moses to give
you all this land, and to send destruction on all the people living in it, because of you;
so, fearing greatly for our lives because of you, we have done this. 25And now we are
in your hands: do to us whatever seems good and right to you. 26 So he kept them safe
from the children of Israel, and did not let them be put to death. 27And that day Joshua
made them servants, cutting wood and getting water for the people and for the altar of
the Lord, in the place marked out by him, to this day.

10
1Now when it came to the ears of Adoni-zedek, king of Jerusalem, that Joshua had

taken Ai, and had given it up to the curse (for as he had done to Jericho and its king,
so he had done to Ai and its king); and that the people of Gibeon had made peace with
Israel and were living among them; 2He was in great fear, because Gibeon was a great
town, like one of the king's towns, greater thanAi, and all themen in itweremenofwar.
3 So Adoni-zedek, king of Jerusalem, sent to Hoham, king of Hebron, and to Piram, king
of Jarmuth, and to Japhia, king of Lachish, and to Debir, king of Eglon, saying, 4 Come
up to me and give me help, and let us make an attack on Gibeon: for they have made
peacewith Joshua and the children of Israel. 5So the five kings of the Amorites, the king
of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the king
of Eglon, were banded together, and went up with all their armies and took up their
position before Gibeon andmadewar against it. 6And themen of Gibeon sent to Joshua
to the tent-circle at Gilgal, saying, Be not slow to send help to your servants; come up
quickly to our support and keep us safe: for all the kings of the Amorites from the hill-
country have come together against us. 7 So Joshua went up from Gilgal with all his
army and all his men of war. 8And the Lord said to Joshua, Have no fear of them, for I
have given them into your hands; they will all give way before you. 9So Joshua, having
come up from Gilgal all night, made a sudden attack on them. 10 And the Lord made
them full of fear before Israel, and they put great numbers of them to death at Gibeon,
and went after them by the way going up to Beth-horon, driving them back to Azekah
and Makkedah 11And in their flight before Israel, on the way down from Beth-horon,
the Lord sent down great stones from heaven on them all the way to Azekah, causing
their death: those whose death was caused by the stones were more than those whom
the children of Israel put to death with the sword. 12 It was on the day when the Lord
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gaveup theAmorites into thehandsof the childrenof Israel that Joshua said to theLord,
before the eyes of Israel, Sun, be at rest over Gibeon; and you, O moon, in the valley of
Aijalon. 13And the sun was at rest and the moon kept its place till the nation had given
punishment to their attackers. (Is it not recorded in the book of Jashar?) So the sun kept
its place in the middle of the heavens, and was waiting, and did not go down, for the
space of a day. 14And therewas no day like that, before it or after it, when the Lord gave
ear to the voice of a man; for the Lord was fighting for Israel. 15 And Joshua, with all
Israel, went back to the tent-circle at Gilgal. 16But these five kingswent in flight secretly
to a hole in the rock at Makkedah. 17And word was given to Joshua that the five kings
hadbeen taken in ahole in the rock atMakkedah. 18And Joshua said, Let great stones be
rolled against themouthof thehole, and letmenkeepwatchby it: 19But doyou,without
waiting, go after their army, attacking them from the back; do not let themget into their
towns, for the Lord your God has given them into your hands. 20Nowwhen Joshua and
the children of Israel had come to the end of theirwar of complete destruction, and had
put to death all but a small band who had got safely into the walled towns, 21 All the
people went back to Joshua to the tent-circle at Makkedah in peace: and no one said a
word against the children of Israel. 22Then Joshua said, Take away the stones from the
mouth of the hole in the rock, andmake those five kings come out tome. 23And they did
so, andmade thosefivekings comeout of thehole to him, the king of Jerusalem, the king
of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the king of Eglon. 24Andwhen
they hadmade those kings come out to Joshua, Joshua sent for all themen of Israel, and
said to the chiefs of themenofwarwhohadgonewithhim, Comenear andput your feet
on the necks of these kings. So they came near and put their feet on their necks. 25And
Joshua said to them, Have no fear and do not be troubled; be strong and take heart: for
so will the Lord do to all against whom you make war. 26 Then Joshua had them put to
death, hanging them on five trees, where they were till evening. 27And when the sun
went down, they were taken down from the trees, by Joshua's orders, and put into the
hole where they had gone to be safe; and great stones were placed at the mouth of the
hole, where they are to this day. 28 That day Joshua took Makkedah, and put it and its
king to the sword; every soul in it he gave up to the curse without mercy: and he did
to the king of Makkedah as he had done to the king of Jericho. 29 Then Joshua and all
Israel with himwent on fromMakkedah and came to Libnah, andmade an attack on it;
30Andagain the Lord gave it and its king into the hands of Israel; andheput it and every
person in it to the sword, till their destructionwas complete; and he did to its king as he
had done to the king of Jericho. 31 Then Joshua and all Israel with him went on from
Libnah to Lachish, and took up their position against it andmade an attack on it, 32And
the Lord gave Lachish into the hands of Israel, and on the second day he took it, putting
it and every person in it to the sword without mercy, as he had done to Libnah. 33Then
Horam, king of Gezer, came up to the help of Lachish; and Joshua overcame him and
his people, putting all of them to death. 34And Joshua and all Israel with him went on
fromLachish to Eglon: and they took up their position against it andmade an attack on
it; 35And that day they took it, putting it and every person in it to the sword, as he had
done to Lachish. 36And Joshua and all Israel with him went up from Eglon to Hebron,
andmade an attack on it; 37And took it, overcoming it and putting it and its king and its
towns and every person in it to the sword: as he had done to Eglon, he put them all to
death, and gave it up to the curse with every person in it. 38And Joshua and all Israel
with him went on to make an attack on Debir; 39And he took it, with its king and all its
towns: and he put them to the sword, giving every person in it to the curse; all were
put to death: as he had done to Hebron, so he did to Debir and its king. 40 So Joshua
overcameall the land, thehill-country and the South and the lowlandand themountain
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slopes, and all their kings; all were put to death: and every living thing he gave up to the
curse, as the Lord, the God of Israel, had given him orders. 41 Joshua overcame them
from Kadesh-barnea to Gaza, and all the land of Goshen as far as Gibeon. 42 And all
these kings and their land Joshua took at the same time, because the Lord, the God of
Israel, was fighting for Israel. 43Then Joshua and all Israel with himwent back to their
tents at Gilgal.

11
1Now Jabin, king of Hazor, hearing of these things, sent to Jobab, king of Madon, and

to the king of Shimron, and to the king of Achshaph, 2And to the kings on the north in
the hill-country, and in the Arabah south of Chinneroth, and in the lowland, and in the
highlands of Dor on the west, 3And to the Canaanites on the east and on the west, and
to the Amorites and the Hittites and the Perizzites, and the Jebusites in the hill-country,
and the Hivites under Hermon in the land of Mizpah. 4 And they went out, they and
all their armies with them, a great people, in number like the sand on the seaside, with
horses andwar-carriages in great number. 5And all these kings came together, and put
their forces in position at the waters of Merom, to make war on Israel. 6And the Lord
said to Joshua, Have no fear of them: for tomorrow at this time I will give them all up
dead before Israel; you are to have the leg-muscles of their horses cut and their war-
carriages burned with fire. 7 So Joshua and all the men of war with him came against
them suddenly at the waters of Merom, and made an attack on them. 8 And the Lord
gave them up into the hands of Israel, and they overcame them driving them back to
great Zidon and to Misrephoth-maim and into the valley of Mizpeh to the east; and
they put them all to death, no man got away safely. 9 And Joshua did to them as the
Lord had said to him; he had the leg-muscles of their horses cut and theirwar-carriages
burned with fire. 10At that time, Joshua went on to take Hazor and put its king to the
sword: for in earlier times Hazor was the chief of all those kingdoms. 11And they put
every person in it to deathwithoutmercy, giving every living thing up to the curse, and
burning Hazor. 12And all the towns of these kings, and all the kings, Joshua took, and
put them to the sword: he gave them up to the curse, as Moses, the servant of the Lord,
had said. 13As for the towns made on hills of earth, not one was burned by Israel but
Hazor, which was burned by Joshua. 14And all the goods taken from these towns, and
their cattle, the children of Israel kept for themselves; but every man they put to death
without mercy, till their destruction was complete, and there was no one living. 15As
the Lord had given orders to Moses his servant, so Moses gave orders to Joshua, and
so Joshua did; every order which the Lord had given to Moses was done. 16 So Joshua
took all that land, the hill-country and all the South, and all the land of Goshen, and
the lowland and the Arabah, the hill-country of Israel and its lowland; 17 From Mount
Halak, which goes up to Seir, as far as Baal-gad in the valley of Lebanon under Mount
Hermon: and all their kings he overcame and put to death. 18 For a long time Joshua
made war on all those kings. 19Not one town made peace with the children of Israel,
but only the Hivites of Gibeon: they took them all in war. 20 For the Lord made them
strong in heart to go to war against Israel, so that he might give them up to the curse
withoutmercy, and that destructionmight come on them, as the Lord had given orders
to Moses. 21 And Joshua came at that time and put an end to the Anakim in the hill-
country, in Hebron, in Debir, in Anab, and in all the hill-country of Judah and Israel:
Joshua gave them and their towns to the curse. 22Not one of the Anakimwas to be seen
in the land of the children of Israel: only in Gaza, in Gath, and in Ashdod, some were
still living. 23So Joshua took all the land, as the Lord had said toMoses; and Joshua gave
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it to the children of Israel as their heritage, making division of it among them by their
tribes. And the land had rest fromwar.

12
1Now these are the kings of the land whom the children of Israel overcame, taking

as their heritage their land on the east side of Jordan, from the valley of the Arnon to
Mount Hermon, and all the Arabah to the east: 2 Sihon, king of the Amorites, who was
living in Heshbon, ruling from Aroer, which is on the edge of the valley of the Arnon,
and the town in the middle of the valley, and half Gilead, as far as the river Jabbok, the
limits of the children of Ammon; 3And the Arabah to the sea of Chinneroth, to the east,
and to the sea of the Arabah, that is the Salt Sea, to the east, the way to Beth-jeshimoth;
and on the south, under the slopes of Pisgah: 4And the land of Og, king of Bashan, of the
rest of the Rephaim, whowas living at Ashtaroth and at Edrei, 5Ruling in themountain
of Hermon, and in Salecah, and in all Bashan, as far as the limits of the Geshurites and
the Maacathites, and half Gilead, to the land of Sihon, king of Heshbon. 6Moses, the
servant of the Lord, and the children of Israel overcame them; and Moses, the servant
of the Lord, gave their land for a heritage to the Reubenites, and the Gadites, and the
half-tribe of Manasseh. 7 And these are the kings of the land whom Joshua and the
children of Israel overcame on the west side of Jordan, from Baal-gad in the valley of
Lebanon to Mount Halak, which goes up to Seir; and Joshua gave the land to the tribes
of Israel for a heritage, in keeping with their divisions; 8 In the hill-country, and in the
lowland, and in the Arabah, and on the mountain slopes, and in the waste land, and in
the South; theHittites, the Amorites, and the Canaanites, the Perizzites, theHivites, and
the Jebusites. 9The king of Jericho, one; the king of Ai, which is near Beth-el, one; 10The
king of Jerusalem, one; the king of Hebron, one; 11The king of Jarmuth, one; the king of
Lachish, one; 12The king of Eglon, one; the king of Gezer, one; 13The king of Debir, one;
the king of Geder, one; 14The king of Hormah, one; the king of Arad, one; 15The king of
Libnah, one; the king of Adullam, one; 16The king ofMakkedah, one; the king of Beth-el,
one; 17The king of Tappuah, one; the king of Hepher, one; 18The king of Aphek, one; the
king of Lassharon, one; 19The king of Madon, one; the king of Hazor, one; 20The king of
Shimron-meron, one; the king of Achshaph, one; 21 The king of Taanach, one; the king
of Megiddo, one; 22The king of Kedesh, one; the king of Jokneam in Carmel, one; 23The
king of Dor on the hill of Dor, one; the king of Goiim in Gilgal, one; 24The king of Tirzah,
one; all the kings together were thirty-one.

13
1 Now Joshua was old and full of years; and the Lord said to him, You are old and

full of years, and there is still very much land to be taken. 2 This is the land which is
still to be taken: all the country of the Philistines, and all the Geshurites; 3 From the
Shihor, which is before Egypt, to the edge of Ekron to the north, which is taken to be
Canaanite property: the five chiefs of the Philistines; the Gazites, and the Ashdodites,
the Ashkelonites, the Gittites, and the Ekronites, aswell as the Avvim; 4On the south: all
the landof theCanaanites, andMearahwhich is thepropertyof theZidonians, toAphek,
as far as the limit of the Amorites: 5 And the land of the Gebalites, and all Lebanon,
looking east, from Baal-gad under Mount Hermon as far as Hamath: 6 All the people
of the hill-country from Lebanon to Misrephoth-maim, all the Zidonians; them will I
send out from before the children of Israel: only make division of it to Israel for a
heritage, as I have given you orders to do. 7 So now make division of this land for a
heritage to the nine tribes, and the half-tribe of Manasseh. 8With him the Reubenites
and the Gadites have been given their heritage, which Moses gave them, on the east
side of Jordan, as Moses, the servant of the Lord, gave them; 9 From Aroer, on the edge
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of the valley of the Arnon, and the town in the middle of the valley, and all the table-
land from Medeba to Dibon; 10 And all the towns of Sihon, king of the Amorites, who
was ruling in Heshbon, to the limits of the children of Ammon; 11And Gilead, and the
land of the Geshurites and the Maacathites, and all Mount Hermon, and all Bashan to
Salecah; 12All the kingdom of Og in Bashan, who was ruling in Ashtaroth and in Edrei
(he was one of the last of the Rephaim); these did Moses overcome, driving them out of
their country. 13However, the people of Israel did not send out the Geshurites, or the
Maacathites: but Geshur and Maacath are living among Israel to this day. 14 Only to
the tribe of Levi he gave no heritage; the offerings of the Lord, the God of Israel, made
by fire are his heritage, as he said to him. 15And Moses gave their heritage to the tribe
of Reuben by their families. 16 Their limit was from Aroer, on the edge of the valley of
the Arnon, and the town in the middle of the valley, and all the table-land by Medeba;
17Heshbon and all her towns in the table-land; Dibon, and Bamoth-baal, and Beth-baal-
meon; 18And Jahaz, andKedemoth, andMephaath; 19AndKiriathaim, and Sibmah, and
Zereth-shahar in themountain of the valley; 20And Beth-peor, and the slopes of Pisgah,
andBeth-jeshimoth; 21And all the towns of the table-land, and all the kingdomof Sihon,
kingof theAmorites,whowas ruling inHeshbon,whomMosesovercame, togetherwith
the chiefs of Midian, Evi, and Rekem, and Zur, and Hur, and Reba, the chiefs of Sihon,
who were living in the land. 22And Balaam, the son of Beor, the prophet, the children
of Israel put to death with the sword. 23 And the limit of the children of Reuben was
the edge of Jordan. This was the heritage of the children of Reuben by their families,
with its towns and its unwalled places. 24And Moses gave their heritage to the tribe of
Gad by their families. 25And their limit was Jazer, and all the towns of Gilead, and half
the land of the children of Ammon, to Aroer before Rabbah; 26 And from Heshbon to
Ramath-mizpeh, and Betonim; and fromMahanaim to the edge of Debir; 27And in the
valley, Beth-haram, andBeth-nimrah, and Succoth, andZaphon, the rest of the kingdom
of Sihon, king ofHeshbon, having Jordan for its limit, to the end of the sea of Chinnereth
on the east side of Jordan. 28This is the heritage of the children of Gad by their families,
with its towns and its unwalled places 29AndMoses gave their heritage to the half-tribe
of Manasseh by their families. 30 And their limit was from Mahanaim, all Bashan, all
the kingdom of Og, king of Bashan, and all Havvoth-Jair, in Bashan, sixty towns; 31And
half Gilead, and Ashtaroth, and Edrei, towns of the kingdom of Og in Bashan, were for
the children of Machir, the son of Manasseh, for half of the children of Machir by their
families. 32These are the heritages ofwhichMosesmadedistribution in the lowlands of
Moab, on the other side of Jordan in Jericho, to the east. 33But to the tribe of LeviMoses
gave no heritage: the Lord, the God of Israel, is their heritage, as he said to them.

14
1And these are the heritages which the children of Israel took in the land of Canaan,

which Eleazar, the priest, and Joshua, the son of Nun, and the heads of the tribes of
the children of Israel, gave out to them; 2 Their heritage by the Lord's decision, as he
gave orders by Moses, for the nine tribes and the half-tribe. 3 For Moses had given
their heritage to the two tribes and the half-tribe on the other side of Jordan, but to the
Levites he gave no heritage among them. 4 Because the children of Joseph were two
tribes,ManassehandEphraim; and they gave theLevitesnopart in the land, only towns
for their living-places, with the grass-lands for their cattle and for their property. 5As
the Lord had given orders to Moses, so the people of Israel did, and they made division
of the land. 6 Then the children of Judah went to Joshua in Gilgal; and Caleb, the son
of Jephunneh the Kenizzite, said to him, You have knowledge of what the Lord said to
Moses, the man of God, about me and about you in Kadesh-barnea. 7 I was forty years
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oldwhenMoses, the servant of the Lord, sentme fromKadesh-barnea tomake a search
through the land; and the accountwhich I gavehimwas in keepingwith his desire. 8My
brothers, however, who went up with me, made the heart of the people like water: but
I was true to the Lord with all my heart. 9And on that day Moses took an oath, saying,
Truly the land where your feet have been placed will become a heritage for you and
your children for ever, because you have been true to the Lord your God with all your
heart. 10And now, as you see, the Lord has kept me safe these forty-five years, from the
time when the Lord said this to Moses, while Israel was wandering in the waste land:
andnow I ameighty-five years old. 11And still, I amas strong todayas IwaswhenMoses
sent me out: as my strength was then, so is it now, for war and for all the business of
life. 12 So now, give me this hill-country named by the Lord at that time; for you had an
account of it then, how the Anakim were there, and great walled towns: it may be that
the Lord will be with me, and I will be able to take their land, as the Lord said. 13And
Joshuagavehimhis blessing; andhegaveHebron toCaleb, the sonof Jephunneh, forhis
heritage. 14SoHebronbecame theheritageofCaleb, the sonof Jephunneh theKenizzite,
to this day, because with all his heart he was true to the Lord, the God of Israel. 15 In
earlier times thenameofHebronhadbeenKiriath-arba, namedafterArba, the greatest
of the Anakim. And the land had rest fromwar.

15
1Now the part of the land marked out for the children of Judah by families, went up

to the edge of Edom, as far as the waste land of Zin to the south, to the farthest point of
it on the south. 2 Their south limit was from the farthest part of the Salt Sea, from the
inlet looking to the south: 3 From there it goes south of the slope up to Akrabbim, and
on to Zin, then south past Kadesh-barnea, and on by Hezron and up to Addar, turning
in the direction of Karka: 4 Then on to Azmon, ending at the stream of Egypt: and the
end of the limit is at the sea; this will be your limit on the south. 5 And the east limit
is the Salt Sea as far as the end of Jordan. And the limit of the north part of the land is
from the inlet of the sea at the end of Jordan: 6Then the line goes up to Beth-hoglah, past
the north of Beth-arabah, and up to the stone of Bohan, the son of Reuben; 7 Then the
line goes up to Debir from the valley of Achor, and so to the north, in the direction of
Gilgal, which is opposite the slope up to Adummim, on the south side of the river: and
the line goes on to thewaters of En-shemesh, ending at En-rogel: 8Then the line goes up
by the valley of the son of Hinnom to the south side of the Jebusite (which is Jerusalem):
then up to the top of the mountain in front of the valley of Hinnom to the west, which
is at the farthest point of the valley of Rephaim on the north: 9And the limit is marked
out from the top of the mountain to the fountain of the waters of Nephtoah, and out to
the towns of Mount Ephron, as far as Baalah (which is Kiriath-jearim): 10Then turning
west, the line goes fromBaalah toMount Seir, and on to the side ofMount Jearim (which
is Chesalon) on the north, then down to Beth-shemesh, and on past Timnah: 11And out
to the side of Ekron to the north: then it is marked out to Shikkeron and on to Mount
Baalah, ending at Jabneel; the end of the line is at the sea. 12And the limit on the west
is the edge of the Great Sea. This is the line going round the land marked out for the
children of Judah, by their families. 13 And to Caleb, the son of Jephunneh, he gave
a part among the children of Judah, as the Lord had given orders to Joshua, that is,
Kiriath-arba, named after Arba, the father of Anak which is Hebron. 14And the three
sons of Anak, Sheshai and Ahiman and Talmai, the children of Anak, were forced out
from there by Caleb. 15 From there he went up against the people of Debir: (now the
name of Debir before that was Kiriath-sepher.) 16 And Caleb said, I will give Achsah,
my daughter, as wife to the man who overcomes Kiriath-sepher and takes it. 17 And
Othniel, the son of Kenaz, Caleb's brother, took it: so he gave him his daughter Achsah
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for his wife. 18Nowwhen she came to him, he put into her mind the idea of requesting
a field from her father: and she got down from her ass; and Caleb said to her, What is
it? 19And she said, Giveme a blessing; because you have putme in dry south-land, now
giveme springs of water. So he gave her the higher spring and the lower spring. 20This
is the heritage of the tribe of Judah, by their families. 21The farthest towns of the tribe
of Judah in the direction of the limits of Edom to the south, were Kabzeel, and Eder, and
Jagur; 22And Kinah, and Dimonah, and Adadah; 23And Kedesh, and Hazor, and Ithnan;
24 Ziph, and Telem, and Bealoth; 25 And Hazor-hadattah, and Kerioth-hezron (which
is Hazor); 26 Amam, and Shema, and Moladah; 27 And Hazar-gaddah, and Heshmon,
and Beth-pelet; 28AndHazar-shual, and Beer-sheba, and Biziothiah; 29Baalah, and Iim,
and Ezem; 30 And Eltolad, and Chesil, and Hormah; 31 And Ziklag, and Madmannah,
and Sansannah; 32And Lebaoth, and Shilhim, and Ain, and Rimmon; all the towns are
twenty-nine, with their unwalled places. 33 In the lowland, Eshtaol, and Zorah, and
Ashnah; 34And Zanoah, and En-gannim, Tappuah, and Enam; 35 Jarmuth, and Adullam,
Socoh, and Azekah; 36 And Shaaraim, and Adithaim, and Gederah, and Gederothaim;
fourteen towns with their unwalled places. 37 Zenan, and Hadashah, and Migdal-gad;
38 And Dilan, and Mizpeh, and Joktheel; 39 Lachish, and Bozkath, and Eglon; 40 And
Cabbon, and Lahmas, and Chithlish; 41 And Gederoth, Beth-dagon, and Naamah, and
Makkedah; sixteen towns with their unwalled places. 42Libnah, and Ether, and Ashan;
43And Iphtah, and Ashnah, and Nezib; 44And Keilah, and Achzib, and Mareshah; nine
townswith their unwalled places. 45Ekron, with her daughter-towns and her unwalled
places; 46FromEkron to the sea, all the townsby the side ofAshdod,with their unwalled
places. 47 Ashdod, with her daughter-towns and her unwalled places; Gaza, with her
daughter-towns and her unwalled places, to the stream of Egypt, with the Great Sea as
a limit. 48 And in the hill-country, Shamir, and Jattir, and Socoh; 49 And Dannah, and
Kiriath-sannah (which is Debir); 50AndAnab, and Eshtemoh, andAnim; 51AndGoshen,
and Holon, and Giloh; eleven towns with their unwalled places. 52Arab, and Dumah,
and Eshan; 53And Janim, andBeth-tappuah, andAphekah; 54AndHumtah, andKiriath-
arba (which is Hebron), and Zior; nine towns with their unwalled places. 55 Maon,
Carmel, and Ziph, and Jutah; 56And Jezreel, and Jokdeam, and Zanoah; 57Kain, Gibeah,
and Timnah; ten towns with their unwalled places. 58 Halhul, Beth-zur, and Gedor;
59 And Maarath, and Beth-anoth, and Eltekon; six towns with their unwalled places.
60 Kiriath-baal (which is Kiriath-jearim), and Rabbah; two towns with their unwalled
places. 61 In the waste land, Beth-arabah, Middin, and Secacah; 62 And Nibshan, and
the Town of Salt, and En-gedi; six towns with their unwalled places. 63And as for the
Jebusites living in Jerusalem, the children of Judah were unable to make them go out;
but the Jebusites are living with the children of Judah at Jerusalem, to this day.

16
1And the limit of the landmarked out for the children of Josephwent out from Jordan

at Jericho, at the waters of Jericho on the east, in the waste land, going up from Jericho
through the hill-country to Beth-el; 2And it goes out from Beth-el to Luz, and on as far
as the limit of the Archites to Ataroth; 3And it goes down to the west to the limit of the
Japhletites, to the limit of Beth-horon the lower, as far as Gezer; ending at the sea. 4And
the children of Joseph, Manasseh and Ephraim, took their heritage. 5And the limit of
the land of the children of Ephraim by their families was marked out in this way: the
limit of their heritage to the eastwas Ataroth-addar, to Beth-horon the higher; 6The line
goes out to the west at Michmethath on the north; then turning to the east to Taanath-
shiloh, going past it on the east of Janoah; 7And from Janoah down to Ataroth, and to
Naarah, and touching Jericho, it goes on to Jordan. 8 From Tappuah the line goes on to
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the west to the river of Kanah; ending at the sea. This is the heritage of the children
of Ephraim by their families; 9Together with the towns marked out for the children of
Ephraim in the heritage of Manasseh, all the towns with their unwalled places. 10And
the Canaanites who were living in Gezer were not forced out; but the Canaanites have
been living among Ephraim, to this day, as servants, doing forced work.

17
1 And this was the part marked out for the tribe of Manasseh, because he was the

oldest son of Joseph. As for Machir, the oldest son of Manasseh, the father of Gilead,
because he was a man of war he had Gilead and Bashan. 2 And as for the rest of the
children of Manasseh, their heritage was given to them by families; for the children of
Abiezer, and for the childrenofHelek, and for the childrenofAsriel, and for the children
of Shechem, and for the childrenofHepher, and for the childrenof Shemida: thesewere
the male children of Manasseh, the son of Joseph, by their families. 3But Zelophehad,
the son of Hepher, the son of Gilead, the son of Machir, the son of Manasseh, had no
sons, but only daughters; and these are the names of his daughters: Mahlah, and Noah,
Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. 4And they came before Eleazar the priest, and Joshua, the
son of Nun, and before the chiefs, saying, The Lord gave orders to Moses to give us a
heritage among our brothers: so in agreementwith the orders of the Lord he gave them
a heritage among their father's brothers. 5 And ten parts were given to Manasseh, in
addition to the landofGileadandBashan,which is on theother sideof Jordan; 6Because
the daughters of Manasseh had a heritage among his sons, and the land of Gilead was
the property of the other sons ofManasseh. 7And the limit ofManasseh's landwas from
Asher to Michmethath, which is before Shechem; the line goes on to the right hand, to
the people of En-tappuah. 8 The land of Tappuah was the property of Manasseh; but
Tappuah on the edge of Manasseh was the property of the children of Ephraim. 9And
the limit goes down to the stream Kanah, to the south of the stream: these towns were
Ephraim's among the towns ofManasseh; Manasseh's limit was on the north side of the
stream, endingat the sea: 10To the south it isEphraim's, and to thenorth it isManasseh's,
and the sea is his limit; and they are touching Asher on the north, and Issachar on the
east. 11 In Issachar and Asher, Manasseh had Beth-shean and its daughter-towns, and
Ibleam and its daughter-towns, and the people of Dor and its daughter-towns, and the
people of En-dor and its daughter-towns, and the people of Taanach and its daughter-
towns, and the people of Megiddo and its daughter-towns, that is, the three hills. 12But
the children of Manasseh were not able to make the people of those towns go out; but
the Canaanites would go on living in that land. 13And when the children of Israel had
become strong, they put the Canaanites to forced work, in place of driving them out.
14Then the children of Joseph said to Joshua,Why have you givenme only one part and
one stretch of land for my heritage? For through the blessing given to me by the Lord
up to now, I am a great people. 15 Then Joshua said to them, If you are such a great
people, go up into the woodlands, clearing a place there for yourselves in the land of
the Perizzites and the Rephaim, if the hill-country of Ephraim is not wide enough for
you. 16 And the children of Joseph said, The hill-country is not enough for us: and all
the Canaanites living in the valley have iron war-carriages, those in Beth-shean and its
towns as well as those in the valley of Jezreel. 17 Then Joshua said to the children of
Joseph, to Ephraim and Manasseh, You are a great people, and have great power: you
are not to have one property only, 18 For the hill-country of Gilead will be yours ... the
woodland and cut down ... its outskirts will be yours ... get the Canaanites out, for they
have iron war-carriages ... strong.
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18

1And all the meeting of the children of Israel came together at Shiloh and put up the
Tent of meeting there: and the land was crushed before them. 2 But there were still
seven tribes among the children of Israel who had not taken up their heritage. 3 Then
Joshua said to the children of Israel, Why are you so slow to go in and take up your
heritage in the landwhich the Lord, the God of your fathers, has given you? 4Take from
among you threemen from every tribe; and Iwill send them to go through the land and
make a record of it for distribution as their heritage; then let them come back to me.
5 And let them make division of it into seven parts: let Judah keep inside his limit on
the south, and let the children of Joseph keep inside their limit on the north. 6And you
are to have the land marked out in seven parts, and come back to me with the record;
and I will make the distribution for you here by the decision of the Lord our God. 7For
the Levites have no part among you; to be the Lord's priests is their heritage; and Gad
and Reuben and the half-tribe of Manasseh have had their heritage on the east side of
Jordan, given to them byMoses, the servant of the Lord. 8 So the men got up and went;
and Joshua gave orders to those who went, to make a record of the land, saying, Go up
and down through the land, and make a record of it and come back here to me, and I
will make the distribution for you here by the decision of the Lord in Shiloh. 9 So the
menwent, travelling through the land, andmade a record of it by towns in seven parts
in a book, and came back to Joshua to the tent-circle at Shiloh. 10And Joshua made the
distribution for them in Shiloh by the decision of the Lord, marking out the land for the
children of Israel by their divisions. 11And the first heritage came out for the tribe of
Benjamin by their families: and the limit of their heritagewent between the children of
Judah and the children of Joseph. 12And their limit on the north was from the Jordan,
and the line goes up to the side of Jericho on the north and through the hill-country to
thewest, ending at thewaste land of Beth-aven. 13And from there the line goes south to
Luz, to the side of Luz (which is Beth-el), then down to Ataroth-addar, by the mountain
to the south of Beth-horon the lower. 14And the limit is marked as coming round to the
south on the west side from the mountain which is south of Beth-horon, and ending at
Kiriath-baal (which is Kiriath-jearim), a town of the children of Judah: this is the west
part. 15And the south part is from the farthest point of Kiriath-jearim, and the line goes
out to the west to the fountain of the waters of Nephtoah: 16And the line goes down to
the farthest part of themountain facing the valley of the son ofHinnom,which is on the
north of the valley of Rephaim: from there it goes down to the valley of Hinnom, to the
side of the Jebusite on the south as far as En-rogel; 17And it goes to En-shemesh and on
to Geliloth, opposite the way up to Adummim, and it goes down to the stone of Bohan,
the son of Reuben; 18And it goes on to the side facing the Arabah to the north, and down
to the Arabah; 19 And on to the north side of Beth-hoglah, ending at the north inlet of
the Salt Sea at the south end of Jordan; this is their limit on the south. 20And the limit
of the east part is the Jordan. This is the heritage of the children of Benjamin, marked
out for their families by these limits on all sides. 21 And the towns of the children of
Benjamin, given to them in the order of their families, are Jericho and Beth-hoglah and
Emek-kezziz 22 And Beth-arabah and Zemaraim and Beth-el 23 And Avvim and Parah
and Ophrah 24 And Chephar-Ammoni and Ophni and Geba; twelve towns with their
unwalled places; 25Gibeon and Ramah and Beeroth 26AndMizpeh and Chephirah and
Mozah 27And Rekem and Irpeel and Taralah 28And Zela, Eleph and the Jebusite (which
is Jerusalem), Gibeath and Kiriath; fourteen towns with their unwalled places. This is
the heritage of the children of Benjamin by their families.
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19
1And the secondheritage came out for the tribe of Simeon by their families; and their

heritage was in the middle of the heritage of the children of Judah. 2 And they had
for their heritage Beer-sheba and Shema and Moladah 3 And Hazar-shual and Balah
and Ezem 4And Eltolad and Bethul and Hormah 5And Ziklag and Beth-marcaboth and
Hazar-susah 6 And Beth-lebaoth and Sharuhen; thirteen towns with their unwalled
places; 7 Ain, Rimmon, and Ether and Ashan; four towns with their unwalled places;
8And all the unwalled places round about these towns as far as Baalath-beer-ramah to
the south. This is the heritage of the tribe of Simeon by their families. 9The heritage of
Simeonwas takenout of Judah's stretchof land, for Judah's partwasmore than theyhad
need of, so the heritage of the children of Simeon was inside their heritage. 10And the
third heritage came out for Zebulun by their families; the limit of their heritage was as
far as Sarid; 11And their limit goes up to thewest toMaralah, stretching to Dabbesheth,
and to the stream in front of Jokneam; 12 Then turning east from Sarid to the limit of
Chisloth-tabor, it goes out to Daberath, and up to Japhia; 13 And from there it goes on
east to Gath-hepher, to Eth-kazin; ending at Rimmon which goes as far as Neah; 14And
the linegoes round it on thenorth toHannathon, endingat thevalleyof Iphtah-el; 15And
Kattath and Nahalal and Shimron and Idalah and Beth-lehem; twelve towns with their
unwalledplaces. 16This is theheritageof the childrenofZebulunby their families, these
towns with their unwalled places. 17 For Issachar the fourth heritage came out, for the
children of Issachar by their families; 18And their limit was to Jezreel and Chesulloth
and Shunem 19And Hapharaim and Shion and Anaharath 20And Rabbith and Kishion
and Ebez 21And Remeth and En-gannim and En-haddah and Beth-pazzez; 22And their
limit goes as far as Tabor and Shahazimah andBeth-shemesh, ending at Jordan; sixteen
towns with their unwalled places. 23 This is the heritage of the tribe of the children
of Issachar by their families, these towns with their unwalled places. 24 And the fifth
heritage came out for the tribe of Asher by their families. 25And their limitwasHelkath
andHali andBeten andAchshaph 26AndAlammelech andAmadandMishal, stretching
to Carmel on the west and Shihor-libnath; 27 Turning to the east to Beth-dagon and
stretching to Zebulun and the valley of Iphtah-el as far as Beth-emek and Neiel to the
north; on the left it goes as far as Cabul 28 And Ebron and Rehob and Hammon and
Kanah, to great Zidon; 29 And the limit goes round to Ramah and the walled town of
Tyre and Hosah, ending at the sea by Heleb and Achzib; 30And Ummah and Aphek and
Rehob; twenty-two towns with their unwalled places. 31This is the heritage of the tribe
of the children of Asher by their families, these townswith their unwalled places. 32For
the children of Naphtali the sixth heritage came out, for the children of Naphtali by
their families; 33And their limitwas fromHeleph, from the oak-tree in Zaanannim, and
Adami-hannekeb and Jabneel, as far as Lakkum, ending at Jordan; 34And turning west
to Aznoth-tabor, the limit goes out from there to Hukkok, stretching to Zebulun on the
south, and Asher on the west, and Judah at Jordan on the east. 35And the walled towns
are Ziddim, Zer, and Hammath, Rakkath, and Chinnereth 36 And Adamah and Ramah
and Hazor 37 And Kedesh and Edrei and En-Hazor 38 And Iron and Migdal-el, Horem
and Beth-anath and Beth-shemesh; nineteen towns with their unwalled places. 39This
is the heritage of the tribe of the children of Naphtali by their families, these townswith
theirunwalledplaces. 40For the tribeofDanby their families the seventhheritage came
out; 41 And the limit of their heritage was Zorah and Eshtaol and Ir-shemesh 42 And
Shaalabbin and Aijalon and Ithlah 43And Elon and Timnah and Ekron 44And Eltekeh
and Gibbethon and Baalath 45And Jehud and Bene-berak and Gath-rimmon; 46And on
the west was ... opposite Joppa. 47 (But the limit of the children of Dan was not wide
enough for them; so the children of Dan went up and made war on Leshem and took
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it, putting it to the sword without mercy, and they took it for their heritage and made
a place for themselves there, giving it the name of Leshem-dan, after the name of their
father, Dan.) 48 This is the heritage of the tribe of the children of Dan by their families,
these towns with their unwalled places. 49 So the distribution of the land and its limits
was complete; and the children of Israel gave Joshua, the son of Nun, a heritage among
them; 50By the orders of the Lord they gave him the town for which he made request,
Timnath-serah in the hill-country of Ephraim: there, after building the town, he made
his living-place. 51These are the heritages which Eleazar the priest and Joshua, the son
ofNun, and the heads of families of the tribes of the children of Israel gave out at Shiloh,
by the decision of the Lord, at the door of the Tent of meeting. So the distribution of the
land was complete.

20
1 And the Lord said to Joshua, 2 Say to the children of Israel, Let certain towns be

marked out as safe places, as I said to you by the mouth of Moses, 3 So that any man
who in error and without design has taken the life of another, may go in flight to them:
and theywill be safeplaces for you fromhimwhohas the right of punishment for blood.
4And if anyonegoes inflight tooneof those towns, andcomes into thepublicplaceof the
town, andputs his cause before the responsiblemenof the town, theywill take him into
the town and give him a place among themwhere hemay be safe. 5And if the one who
has the right of punishment comes after him, they are not to give the taker of life up to
him; because he was the cause of his neighbour's death without designing it and not in
hate. 6And he is to go on living in that town till he has to come before themeeting of the
people to be judged; (till the death of himwho is high priest at that time:) then the taker
of lifemay come back to his town and to his house, to the town fromwhich he had gone
in flight. 7 So they made selection of Kedesh in Galilee in the hill-country of Naphtali,
and Shechem in the hill-country of Ephraim, and Kiriath-arba (which is Hebron) in the
hill-country of Judah. 8 And on the east side of Jordan at Jericho, they made selection
of Bezer in the waste land, in the table-land, out of the tribe of Reuben, and Ramoth in
Gilead out of the tribe of Gad, and Golan in Bashan out of the tribe ofManasseh. 9These
were the townsmarked out for all the children of Israel and for theman from a strange
country living among them, so that anyone causing the death of another in error, might
go in flight there, and not be put to death by him who has the right of punishment for
blood till he had come before themeeting of the people.

21
1Then the heads of the families of the Levites came to Eleazar the priest and Joshua,

the son of Nun, and to the heads of families of the tribes of the children of Israel; 2And
said to them in Shiloh in the land of Canaan, The Lord gave orders by Moses that we
were to have towns for living in, with their grass-lands for our cattle. 3And the children
of Israel out of their heritage gave to the Levites these towns with their grass-lands, by
the order of the Lord. 4And the heritage came out for the families of the Kohathites: the
children of Aaron the priest, who were of the Levites, were given thirteen towns from
the tribes of Judah, Simeon, and Benjamin. 5The rest of the children of Kohath by their
families were given ten towns from the tribes of Ephraim and Dan and the half-tribe of
Manasseh. 6The children of Gershon by their families were given thirteen towns from
the tribes of Issachar and Asher and Naphtali and the half-tribe of Manasseh which
was in Bashan. 7 The children of Merari by their families were given twelve towns
from the tribes of Reuben and Gad and Zebulun. 8 All these towns with their grass-
lands the children of Israel gave by the decision of the Lord to the Levites, as the Lord
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had given orders by Moses. 9 From the tribes of the children of Judah and the children
of Simeon they gave these towns, listed here by name: 10 These were for the children
of Aaron among the families of the Kohathites, of the children of Levi: for they came
first in the distribution. 11 They gave them Kiriath-arba, the town of Arba, the father
of Anak, (which is Hebron) in the hill-country of Judah, with its grass-lands. 12But the
open country round the town, and its unwalled places, they gave to Caleb, the son of
Jephunneh, as his property. 13And to the children of Aaron the priest they gaveHebron
with its grass-lands, the townwhere the taker of life might be safe, and Libnah with its
grass-lands; 14And Jattir with its grass-lands, and Eshtemoawith its grass-lands; 15And
Holon with its grass-lands, and Debir with its grass-lands; 16And Ain, and Juttah, and
Beth-shemesh, with their grass-lands; nine towns from those two tribes. 17 And from
the tribeofBenjamin theygaveGibeonandGebawith their grass-lands; 18Anathothand
Almonwith their grass-lands, four towns. 19Thirteen townswith their grass-landswere
given to the children of Aaron, the priests. 20 The rest of the families of the children of
Kohath, the Levites, were given towns from the tribe of Ephraim. 21And they gave them
Shechem with its grass-lands in the hill-country of Ephraim, the town where the taker
of life might be safe, and Gezer with its grass-lands; 22 And Kibzaim and Beth-horon
with their grass-lands, four towns. 23And from the tribe of Dan, Elteke and Gibbethon
with their grass-lands; 24Aijalon and Gath-rimmon with their grass-lands, four towns.
25 And from the half-tribe of Manasseh, Taanach and Gath-rimmon with their grass-
lands, two towns. 26All the towns of the rest of the families of the children of Kohath
were ten with their grass-lands. 27 And to the children of Gershon, of the families of
the Levites, they gave from the half-tribe of Manasseh, Golan in Bashan with its grass-
lands, the townwhere the taker of lifemight be safe, andAshtarothwith its grass-lands,
two towns. 28 And from the tribe of Issachar, Kishion and Daberath with their grass-
lands; 29 Jarmuth and En-gannim with their grass-lands, four towns. 30 And from the
tribe of Asher, Mishal and Abdon, with their grass-lands: 31 Helkath and Rehob with
their grass-lands, four towns. 32And from the tribe of Naphtali, Kedesh in Galilee with
its grass-lands, the town where the taker of life might be safe, and Hammoth-dor and
Kartanwith their grass-lands, three towns. 33All the townsof theGershoniteswith their
families were thirteen with their grass-lands. 34 And to the rest of the Levites, that is,
the families of the children ofMerari, they gave from the tribe of Zebulun, Jokneamand
Kartahwith their grass-lands; 35DimnahandNahalalwith their grass-lands, four towns.
36 And from the tribe of Reuben, Bezer and Jahaz with their grass-lands; 37 Kedemoth
andMephaathwith their grass-lands, four towns. 38And from the tribe of Gad, Ramoth
inGilead, the townwhere the takerof lifemightbe safe, andMahanaimwith their grass-
lands; 39Heshbon and Jazer with their grass-lands, four towns. 40All these towns were
given to the children of Merari by their families, that is, the rest of the families of the
Levites; and their heritage was twelve towns. 41All the towns of the Levites, among the
heritage of the children of Israel, were forty-eight townswith their grass-lands. 42Every
one of these towns had grass-lands round it. 43 So the Lord gave to Israel all the land
whichhe gavebyoath to their fathers; so it became their heritage and their living-place.
44And the Lord gave them peace on every side, as he had said to their fathers: all those
who were against them gave way before them, for the Lord gave them all up into their
hands. 45 The Lord kept faith with the house of Israel about all the good which he said
he would do for them, and all his words came true.

22
1Then Joshua sent for the Reubenites and the Gadites and the half-tribe ofManasseh,

2And said to them, You have kept all the orders of Moses, the Lord's servant, and have
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done everything I gave you orders to do: 3You have now been with your brothers for a
long time; till this day you have been doing the orders of the Lord your God. 4And now
the Lord your God has given your brothers rest, as he said: so now you may go back to
your tents, to the land of your heritage, which Moses, the Lord's servant, gave to you
on the other side of Jordan. 5Only take great care to do the orders and the law which
Moses, the Lord's servant, gave you; to have love for the Lord your God and to go in all
his ways; and to keep his laws and to be true to him and to be his servants with all your
heart andwith all your soul. 6Then Joshua gave them his blessing and sent them away:
and they went back to their tents. 7Now to the one half of the tribe of Manasseh, Moses
hadgivenaheritage inBashan; but to theotherhalf, Joshuagaveaheritage among their
brothers on thewest side of Jordan. Nowwhen Joshua sent themaway to their tents, he
gave themhis blessing, 8And said to them, Go backwithmuchwealth to your tents, and
with very much cattle, with silver and gold and brass and iron, and with a very great
store of clothing; give your brothers a part of the goods taken in the war. 9 So Reuben
and Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh went back, parting from the children of Israel
at Shiloh in the land of Canaan, to go to the land of Gilead, to the land of their heritage
which had been given to them by the Lord's order to Moses. 10Nowwhen they came to
the country by Jordan in the land of Canaan, the children of Reuben and the children of
Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh put up there, by Jordan, a great altar, seen from far.
11And news came to the children of Israel, See, the children of Reuben and the children
of Gad and the half-tribe ofManasseh have put up an altar opposite the land of Canaan,
in the country by Jordan on the side which is Israel's. 12 Then all the meeting of the
children of Israel, hearing this, came together at Shiloh to go up against them to war.
13And the children of Israel sent Phinehas, the son of Eleazar the priest, to the children
of Reuben and the children of Gad and the half-tribe ofManasseh, to the land of Gilead,
14And with him they sent ten chiefs, one for every tribe of the children of Israel, every
one of them the head of his house among the families of Israel. 15And they came to the
children of Reuben and the children of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh, to the land
of Gilead, and said to them, 16This is what all the meeting of the people of the Lord has
said, What is this wrong which you have done against the God of Israel, turning back
this day from the Lord and building an altar for yourselves, and being false to the Lord?
17Was not the sin of Baal-peor great enough, from which we are not clear even to this
day, though punishment came on the people of the Lord, 18 That now you are turned
back from the Lord? and, because you are false to him today, tomorrow his wrath will
be let loose on all the people of Israel. 19But if the land you now have is unclean, come
over into the Lord's land where his House is, and take up your heritage among us: but
do not be false to the Lord and to us by building yourselves an altar in addition to the
altar of the Lord our God. 20Did not Achan, the son of Zerah, dowrong about the cursed
thing, causing wrath to come on all the people of Israel? And not on him only came the
punishment of death. 21 Then the children of Reuben and the children of Gad and the
half-tribe of Manasseh said in answer to the heads of the families of Israel, 22God, even
God the Lord, God, even God the Lord, he sees, and Israel will see— if it is in pride or in
sin against the Lord, 23 That we have made ourselves an altar, being false to the Lord,
keep us not safe fromdeath this day; and if for the purpose of offering burned offerings
on it and meal offerings, or peace-offerings, let the Lord himself send punishment for
it; 24And if we have not, in fact, done this designedly and with purpose, having in our
minds the fear that in time to come your childrenmight say to our children,What have
you to do with the Lord, the God of Israel? 25 For the Lord has made Jordan a line of
division between us and you, the children of Reuben and the children of Gad; you have
no part in the Lord: so your children will make our children give up fearing the Lord.
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26Sowe said, Let us nowmake an altar for ourselves, not for burned offerings or for the
offerings of beasts: 27But to be a witness between us and you, and between the future
generations, that we have the right of worshipping the Lord with our burned offerings
and our offerings of beasts and our peace-offerings; so that your children will not be
able to say to our children in time to come, You have no part in the Lord. 28For we said
to ourselves, If they say this to us or to future generations, then we will say, See this
copy of the Lord's altarwhich our fathersmade, not for burned offerings or offerings of
beasts, but for a witness between us and you. 29Never let it be said that we were false
to the Lord, turning back this day from him and building an altar for burned offerings
and meal offerings and offerings of beasts, in addition to the altar of the Lord our God
which is before his House. 30 Then Phinehas the priest and the chiefs of the meeting
and the heads of the families of Israel whowerewith him, hearingwhat the children of
Reubenand the childrenofGadand the childrenofManasseh said,werepleased. 31And
Phinehas, the son of Eleazar the priest, said to the children of Reuben and the children
of Gad and the children of Manasseh, Now we are certain that the Lord is among us,
because you have not done this wrong against the Lord: and you have kept us from
falling into thehandsof theLord. 32ThenPhinehas, the sonofEleazar thepriest, and the
chiefs went back from the land of Gilead, from the children of Reuben and the children
of Gad, and came to the children of Israel in Canaan and gave them the news. 33 And
the children of Israel were pleased about this; and they gave praise to God, and had no
more thought of going to war against the children of Reuben and the children of Gad
for the destruction of their land. 34And the children of Reuben and the children of Gad
gave to that altar the name of Ed. For, they said, It is a witness between us that the Lord
is God.

23
1Now after a long time, when the Lord had given Israel rest fromwars on every side,

and Joshua was old and full of years, 2 Joshua sent for all Israel, for their responsible
men and their chiefs and their judges and their overseers, and said to them, I am old,
and full of years: 3 You have seen everything the Lord your God has done to all these
nations because of you; for it is the Lord your Godwho has been fighting for you. 4Now
I have given to you, as the heritage of your tribes, all these nations which are still in the
land, together with those cut off byme, from Jordan as far as the Great Sea on the west.
5TheLordyourGodwill send themawayby force, driving themout before you; andyou
are to take their land for your heritage, as the Lord your God said to you. 6 So be very
strong to keep and dowhatever is recorded in the book of the law ofMoses, not turning
away from it to the right or to the left; 7Have nothing to do with these nations who still
are living among you; let not their gods be named by you or used in your oaths; do not
be their servants or give themworship: 8But be true to the Lord your God as you have
been till this day. 9For the Lord has sent out from before you nations great and strong:
and they have all given way before you till this day. 10One man of you is able to put to
flight a thousand; for it is the Lord your God who is fighting for you, as he has said to
you. 11 So keep watch on yourselves, and see that you have love for the Lord your God.
12For if you go back, joining yourselves to the rest of these nations who are still among
you, getting married to them and living with them and they with you: 13Then youmay
be certain that the Lord your God will not go on driving these nations out from before
you; but they will become a danger and a cause of sin to you, a whip for your sides and
thorns in your eyes, till you are cut off from this good landwhich the Lord your God has
given you. 14Now I am about to go the way of all the earth: and you have seen and are
certain, all of you, in your hearts and souls, that in all the good things which the Lord



Joshua 23:15 215 Joshua 24:20

said about you, he has kept faith with you; everything has come true for you. 15 And
you will see that, as all the good things which the Lord your God undertook to do for
you, have come to you, so the Lord will send down on you all the evil things till he has
made your destruction complete, and you are cut off from the good landwhich the Lord
your God has given you. 16 If the agreement of the Lord your God, which was given to
you by his orders, is broken, and you become the servants of other gods and give them
worship, then the wrath of the Lord will be burning against you, and you will quickly
be cut off from the good land which he has given you.

24
1 Then Joshua got all the tribes of Israel together at Shechem; and he sent for the

responsiblemenof Israel and their chiefs and their judges and their overseers; and they
took their place before God. 2 And Joshua said to all the people, These are the words
of the Lord, the God of Israel: In the past your fathers, Terah, the father of Abraham,
and the father of Nahor, were living on the other side of the River: and they were
worshipping other gods. 3And I took your father Abraham from the other side of the
River, guiding him through all the land of Canaan; Imade his offspring great in number,
and gave him Isaac. 4And to Isaac I gave Jacob and Esau: to Esau I gave Mount Seir, as
his heritage; but Jacob and his children went down to Egypt. 5 And I sent Moses and
Aaron, troubling Egypt by all the signs I did among them: and after that I took you out.
6 I took your fathers out of Egypt: and you came to the Red Sea; and the Egyptians came
after your fathers to the Red Sea, with their war-carriages and their horsemen. 7And
at their cry, the Lordmade it dark between you and the Egyptians, andmade the sea go
over them, covering themwith itswaters; your eyes have seenwhat I did in Egypt: then
for a long time you were living in the waste land. 8And I took you into the lands of the
Amorites on the other side of Jordan; and they made war on you, and I gave them into
your hands and you took their land; and I sent destruction on them before you. 9Then
Balak, the son of Zippor, king of Moab, went up to war against Israel; and he sent for
Balaam, the son of Beor, to put a curse on you: 10But I did not give ear to Balaam; and
so hewent on blessing you; and I kept you safe fromhim. 11Then youwent over Jordan
and came to Jericho: and the men of Jericho made war on you, the Amorites and the
Perizzites and the Canaanites and the Hittites and the Girgashites and the Hivites and
the Jebusites: and I gave them up into your hands. 12And I sent the hornet before you,
driving out the two kings of the Amorites before you, not with your sword and your
bow. 13And I gave you a land on which you had done no work, and towns not of your
building, and you are now living in them; and your food comes from vine-gardens and
olive-gardens not of your planting. 14So now, go in fear of the Lord, and be his servants
with true hearts: put away the gods worshipped by your fathers across the River and
in Egypt, and be servants of the Lord. 15 And if it seems evil to you to be the servants
of the Lord, make the decision this day whose servants you will be: of the gods whose
servants your fatherswere across theRiver, or of the gods of theAmorites inwhose land
you are living: but I and my house will be the servants of the Lord. 16 Then the people
in answer said, Never will we give up the Lord to be the servants of other gods; 17 For
it is the Lord our God who has taken us and our fathers out of the land of Egypt, out of
the prison-house, andwho did all those great signs before our eyes, and kept us safe on
all our journeys, and among all the peoples through whom we went: 18 And the Lord
sent out frombefore us all the peoples, the Amorites living in the land: sowewill be the
servants of the Lord, for he is our God. 19And Joshua said to the people, You are not able
to be the servants of the Lord, for he is a holy God, a God who will not let his honour
be given to another: he will have no mercy on your wrongdoing or your sins. 20 If you
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are turned away from the Lord and become the servants of strange gods, then turning
against you he will do you evil, cutting you off, after he has done you good. 21And the
people said to Joshua, No! But wewill be the servants of the Lord. 22And Joshua said to
the people, You are witnesses against yourselves that you havemade the decision to be
the servants of the Lord. And they said,We arewitnesses. 23Then, he said, put away the
strange gods among you, turning your hearts to the Lord, the God of Israel. 24And the
people said to Joshua,Wewill be the servants of the Lord our God, andwewill give ear
to his voice. 25 So Joshua made an agreement with the people that day, and gave them
a rule and a law in Shechem. 26 And Joshua put these words on record, writing them
in the book of the law of God; and he took a great stone, and put it up there under the
oak-tree which was in the holy place of the Lord. 27And Joshua said to all the people,
See now, this stone is to be a witness against us; for all the words of the Lord have been
said to us in its hearing: so it will be a witness against you if you are false to the Lord
your God. 28Then Joshua let the people go away, everyman to his heritage. 29Nowafter
these things, the death of Joshua, the son of Nun, the servant of the Lord, took place, he
being then ahundred and ten years old. 30And they put his body in the earth in the land
of his heritage in Timnath-serah, in the hill-country of Ephraim, to the north of Mount
Gaash. 31And Israel was true to the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the
older men who were still living after Joshua's death, and had seen what the Lord had
done for Israel. 32And the bones of Joseph, which the children of Israel had taken up
fromEgypt, they put in the earth in Shechem, in the propertywhich Jacob had got from
the sons of Hamor, the father of Shechem, for a hundred shekels: and they became the
heritage of the children of Joseph. 33 Then the death of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, took
place; and his body was put in the earth in the hill of Phinehas his son, which had been
given to him in the hill-country of Ephraim.
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The Book of
Judges

1 Now after the death of Joshua, the children of Israel made request to the Lord,
saying, Who is to go up first to make war for us against the Canaanites? 2And the Lord
said, Judah is to go up: see, I have given the land into his hands. 3 Then Judah said
to Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my heritage, so that we may make war
against the Canaanites; and I will then go with you into your heritage. So Simeon went
with him. 4 And Judah went up; and the Lord gave the Canaanites and the Perizzites
into their hands; and they overcame ten thousand of them in Bezek. 5And they came
across Adoni-zedek, andmade war on him; and they overcame the Canaanites and the
Perizzites. 6But Adoni-zedekwent in flight; and theywent after him and overtook him,
and had his thumbs and his great toes cut off. 7And Adoni-zedek said, Seventy kings,
whose thumbs and great toes had been cut off, got broken meat under my table: as I
have done, so has God done tome in full. And they took him to Jerusalem, and he came
to his end there. 8Then the children of Judahmade an attack on Jerusalem, and took it,
burning down the townafter theyhadput its people to the swordwithoutmercy. 9After
that the children of Judah went down to make war on the Canaanites living in the hill-
country and in the south and in the lowlands. 10And Calebwent against the Canaanites
of Hebron: (now in earlier times Hebronwas named Kiriath-arba:) and he put Sheshai
and Ahiman and Talmai to the sword. 11And from there he went up against the people
of Debir. (Now the nameofDebir in earlier timeswasKiriath-sepher.) 12AndCaleb said,
I will give Achsah, my daughter, as wife to the manwho overcomes Kiriath-sepher and
takes it. 13AndOthniel, the sonofKenaz, Caleb's youngerbrother, took it; sohe gavehim
his daughter Achsah for his wife. 14Now when she came to him, he put into her mind
the idea of requesting a field fromher father: and she got down fromher ass; and Caleb
said to her, What is it? 15 And she said to him, Give me a blessing; because you have
put me in a dry south-land, now give me springs of water. So Caleb gave her the higher
spring and the lower spring. 16Now Hobab the Kenite, Moses' father-in-law, had come
upout of the townof palm-trees, with the children of Judah, into thewaste land of Arad;
and hewent andwas living among the Amalekites; 17And Judahwent with Simeon, his
brother, and overcame the Canaanites living in Zephath, and put it under the curse;
and he gave the town the name of Hormah. 18 Then Judah took Gaza and its limit, and
Ashkelon and its limit, and Ekron and its limit. 19And the Lord was with Judah; and he
took thehill-country for his heritage; but hewasunable tomake the people of the valley
go out, for they had war-carriages of iron. 20And they gave Hebron to Caleb, as Moses
had said; and he took the land of the three sons of Anak, driving them out from there.
21And the children of Judah did not make the Jebusites who were living in Jerusalem
go out; the Jebusites are still living with the children of Benjamin in Jerusalem. 22And
the family of Joseph went up against Beth-el, and the Lord was with them. 23 So they
sent men to make a search round Beth-el. (Now the name of the town in earlier times
was Luz.) 24 And the watchers saw a man coming out of the town, and said to him, If
you will make clear to us the way into the town, we will be kind to you. 25 So he made
clear to them the way into the town, and they put it to the sword; but they let the man
and all his family get away safe. 26And he went into the land of the Hittites, building a
town there and naming it Luz: which is its name to this day. 27And Manasseh did not
take away the land of the people of Beth-shean and its daughter-towns, or of Taanach
and its daughter-towns, or of the people of Dor and its daughter-towns, or of the people
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of Ibleam and its daughter-towns, or of the people of Megiddo and its daughter-towns,
driving them out; but the Canaanites would go on living in that land. 28And whenever
Israel became strong, they put the Canaanites to forcedwork, without driving themout
completely. 29And Ephraim did not make the Canaanites who were living in Gezer go
out; but the Canaanites went on living in Gezer among them. 30 Zebulun did not make
the people of Kitron or the people of Nahalol go out; but the Canaanites went on living
among them and were put to forced work. 31 And Asher did not take the land of the
people of Acco, or Zidon, or Ahlab, or Achzib, or Helbah, or Aphik, or Rehob, driving
them out; 32 But the Asherites went on living among the Canaanites, the people of the
land, without driving them out. 33Naphtali did not take the land of the people of Beth-
shemesh or of Beth-anath, driving them out; but he was living among the Canaanites
in the land; however, the people of Beth-shemesh and Beth-anath were put to forced
work. 34And the children of Danwere forced into the hill-country by theAmorites, who
would not let them come down into the valley; 35For the Amoriteswould go on living in
Mount Heres, in Aijalon, and in Shaalbim; but the children of Joseph became stronger
than they, and put them to forced work. 36And the limit of the Edomites went from the
slope of Akrabbim from Sela and up.

2
1Now the angel of the Lord came up from Gilgal to Bochim. And he said, ***I took

you out of Egypt, guiding you into the landwhich I gave by an oath to your fathers; and
I said, My agreement with you will never be broken by me: 2And you are to make no
agreementwith the people of this land; you are to see that their altars are brokendown:
but you have not given ear tomy voice: what have you done? 3And so I have said, I will
not send them out from before you; but they will be a danger to you, and their gods
will be a cause of falling to you. 4Now on hearing these words which the angel of the
Lord said to all the children of Israel, the people gave themselves up to loud crying and
weeping. 5And they gave that place the name of Bochim, and made offerings there to
the Lord. 6 And Joshua let the people go away, and the children of Israel went, every
man to his heritage, to take the land for themselves. 7And the people were true to the
Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the responsiblemenwhowere still living
after the death of Joshua, andhad seen all the greatwork of the Lordwhichhehaddone
for Israel. 8And death came to Joshua, the son of Nun, the servant of the Lord, he being
a hundred and ten years old. 9 And they put his body in the earth in the land of his
heritage in Timnath-heres, in the hill-country of Ephraim to the north of Mount Gaash.
10 And in time death overtook all that generation; and another generation came after
them, having no knowledge of the Lord or of the things which he had done for Israel.
11And the children of Israel did evil in the eyes of the Lord and became servants to the
Baals; 12And they gave up the Lord, the God of their fathers, who had taken them out of
the land of Egypt, andwent after other gods, the gods of the peoples round about them,
worshipping them and moving the Lord to wrath. 13 And they gave up the Lord, and
became the servants of Baal and the Astartes. 14And thewrath of the Lordwas burning
against Israel, and he gave them up into the hands of those who violently took their
property, and into the hands of their haters all round them, so that they were forced
to give way before them. 15Wherever they went out, the hand of the Lord was against
them for evil, as the Lord had taken his oath it would be; and things became very hard
for them. 16Then the Lord gave them judges, as their saviours from the hands of those
whowerecruel to them. 17But still theywouldnotgiveear to their judges, butwentafter
other gods and gave themworship; quickly turning from theway inwhich their fathers
had gone, keeping the orders of the Lord; but they did not do so. 18And whenever the
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Lord gave them judges, then the Lord was with the judge, and was their saviour from
the hands of their haters all the days of the judge; for the Lordwasmoved by their cries
of grief because of those who were cruel to them. 19But whenever the judge was dead,
they went back and did more evil than their fathers, going after other gods, to be their
servants and their worshippers; giving up nothing of their sins and their hard-hearted
ways. 20And thewrath of the Lordwas burning against Israel, and he said, Because this
nation has not been true tomy agreement which Imadewith their fathers, and has not
given ear tomy voice; 21Fromnowon Iwill not go on driving out frombefore them any
of the nations which at the death of Joshua were still living in this land; 22 In order to
put Israel to the test, and see if they will keep the way of the Lord, walking in it as their
fathers did, or not. 23 So the Lord let those nations go on living in the land, not driving
them out quickly, and did not give them up into the hands of Joshua.

3
1Now these are the nations which the Lord kept in the land for the purpose of testing

Israel by them, all those who had had no experience of all the wars of Canaan; 2Only
because of the generations of the children of Israel, for the purpose of teaching them
war — only those who up till then had no experience of it; 3 The five chiefs of the
Philistines, and all the Canaanites and the Zidonians and the Hivites living in Mount
Lebanon, fromthemountainBaal-hermonas farasHamath: 4For thepurposeof testing
Israel by them, to see if they would give ear to the orders of the Lord, which he had
given to their fathers by the hand of Moses. 5 Now the children of Israel were living
among theCanaanites, theHittites, and theAmorites, and thePerizzites, and theHivites,
and the Jebusites: 6 And they took as wives the daughters of these nations and gave
their daughters to their sons, and became servants to their gods. 7And the children of
Israel did evil in the eyes of the Lord, and put out of their minds the Lord their God,
and became servants to the Baals and the Astartes. 8 So the wrath of the Lord was
burning against Israel, and he gave them up into the hands of Cushan-rishathaim, king
ofMesopotamia; and the childrenof Israelwerehis servants for eight years. 9Andwhen
the children of Israel made prayer to the Lord, he gave them a saviour, Othniel, the son
of Kenaz, Caleb's younger brother. 10 And the spirit of the Lord came on him and he
became judge of Israel, and went out to war, and the Lord gave up Cushan-rishathaim,
king of Mesopotamia, into his hands and he overcame him. 11 Then for forty years
the land had peace, till the death of Othniel, the son of Kenaz. 12 Then the children of
Israel again did evil in the eyes of the Lord; and the Lord made Eglon, king of Moab,
strong against Israel, because they had done evil in the Lord's eyes. 13 And Eglon got
together the people of Ammon and Amalek, and they went and overcame Israel and
took the townof palm-trees. 14And the children of Israelwere servants to Eglon, king of
Moab, for eighteen years. 15Then when the children of Israel made prayer to the Lord,
he gave them a saviour, Ehud, the son of Gera, the Benjamite, a left-handed man; and
the children of Israel sent an offering by him to Eglon, king of Moab. 16 So Ehud made
himself a two-edged sword, a cubit long,whichheput onathis right sideunderhis robe.
17And he took the offering to Eglon, king of Moab, whowas a very fat man. 18And after
giving the offering, he sent away the people who had come with the offering. 19But he
himself, turning back from the stone images at Gilgal, said, I have something to say to
you in secret, O king. And he said, Let there be quiet. Then all those who were waiting
before himwent out. 20Then Ehud came in to himwhile hewas seated by himself in his
summer-house. And Ehud said, I have aword fromGod for you. And he got up fromhis
seat. 21And Ehud put out his left hand, and took the sword from his right side, and sent
it into his stomach; 22And the hand-part went in after the blade, and the fat was joined
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upover the blade; for hedidnot take the swordout of his stomach. Andhewent out into
the ... 23 Then Ehud went out into the covered way, shutting the doors of the summer-
houseonhimand locking them. 24Nowwhenhehadgone, theking's servants came, and
saw that the doors of the summer-housewere locked; and they said, It may be that he is
in his summer-house for a private purpose. 25And they went on waiting till they were
shamed, but the doorswere still shut; so they took the key, and, opening them, saw their
lord stretched out dead on the floor. 26But Ehud had got away while they were waiting
and had gone past the stone images and got away to Seirah. 27Andwhen he came there,
hehadahorn sounded in thehill-country of Ephraim, andall the childrenof Israelwent
downwith him from the hill-country, andhe at their head. 28Andhe said to them, Come
afterme; for theLordhasgiven theMoabites, yourhaters, intoyourhands. So theywent
down after him and took the crossing-places of Jordan against Moab, and let no one go
across. 29 At that time they put about ten thousand men of Moab to the sword, every
strongman and everyman ofwar; not aman got away. 30SoMoabwas broken that day
under thehandof Israel. And for eighty years the landhadpeace. 31Andafter himcame
Shamgar, the son of Anath, who put to death six hundred Philistines with an ox-stick;
and he was another saviour of Israel.

4
1And the children of Israel again did evil in the eyes of the LordwhenEhudwas dead.

2And the Lord gave them up into the hands of Jabin, king of Canaan, whowas ruling in
Hazor; the captain of his armywas Sisera, whowas living in Harosheth of the Gentiles.
3 Then the children of Israel made prayer to the Lord; for he had nine hundred iron
war-carriages, and for twenty years he was very cruel to the children of Israel. 4Now
Deborah, awomanprophet, thewife of Lapidoth,was judge of Israel at that time. 5 (And
she had her seat under the palm-tree of Deborah between Ramah and Beth-el in the
hill-country of Ephraim; and the children of Israel came up to her to be judged.) 6And
she sent for Barak, the son of Abinoam, from Kedesh-naphtali, and said to him, Has
not the Lord, the God of Israel, given orders saying, Go and get your force into line in
Mount Tabor, and take with you ten thousand men of the children of Naphtali and of
the children of Zebulun? 7And I will make Sisera, the captain of Jabin's army, with his
war-carriages and his forces, come against you at the river Kishon, where I will give
him into your hands. 8And Barak said to her, If youwill go withme then I will go; but if
youwill not gowithme I will not go. 9And she said, I will certainly gowith you: though
youwill get no honour in your undertaking, for the Lordwill give Sisera into the hands
of a woman. So Deborah got up and went with Barak to Kedesh. 10 Then Barak sent
for Zebulun and Naphtali to come to Kedesh; and ten thousandmenwent up after him,
and Deborah went up with him. 11Now Heber the Kenite, separating himself from the
rest of the Kenites, from the children of Hobab, the brother-in-law ofMoses, had put up
his tent as far away as the oak-tree in Zaanannim, by Kedesh. 12And word was given
to Sisera that Barak, the son of Abinoam, had gone up to Mount Tabor. 13 So Sisera got
together all his war-carriages, nine hundred war-carriages of iron, and all the people
who were with him, from Harosheth of the Gentiles as far as the river Kishon. 14Then
Deborah said to Barak, Up! for today the Lord has given Sisera into your hands: has not
theLordgoneoutbeforeyou? SoBarakwentdownfromMountTaborand ten thousand
men after him. 15And the Lord sent fear on Sisera and all his war-carriages and all his
army before Barak; and Sisera got down from his war-carriage and went in flight on
foot. 16But Barak went after the war-carriages and the army as far as Harosheth of the
Gentiles; and all Sisera's army was put to the sword; not a man got away. 17But Sisera
went in flight on foot to the tent of Jael, thewife ofHeber theKenite; for therewas peace
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between Jabin, king of Hazor, and the family of Heber the Kenite. 18And Jael went out
to Sisera, and said to him, Come in,my lord, come in tomewithout fear. So hewent into
her tent, and she put a cover over him. 19Then he said to her, Givemenowa littlewater,
for I have need of a drink. And opening a skin of milk, she gave him drink, and put the
cover over himagain. 20Andhe said to her, Take your place at the door of the tent, and if
anyone comes and says to you, Is there anymanhere, say, No. 21Then Jael, Heber'swife,
took a tent-pin and a hammer andwent up to him quietly, driving the pin into his head,
and it went through his head into the earth, for he was in a deep sleep fromweariness;
and so he came to his end. 22Then Jael went out, and meeting Barak going after Sisera,
said to him, Come, and I will let you see theman you are searching for. So he came into
her tent and saw, and there was Sisera stretched out deadwith the tent-pin in his head.
23 So that day God overcame Jabin, king of Canaan, before the children of Israel. 24And
the power of the children of Israel went on increasing against Jabin, king of Canaan, till
he was cut off.

5
1 At that time Deborah and Barak, the son of Abinoam, made this song, saying:

2Becauseof theflowinghairof thefighters in Israel, because thepeoplegave themselves
freely, give praise to the Lord. 3Give attention, O kings; give ear, O rulers; I, even I, will
make a song to the Lord; I will makemelody to the Lord, the God of Israel. 4Lord, when
you went out from Seir, moving like an army from the field of Edom, the earth was
shaking and the heavens were troubled, and the clouds were dropping water. 5 The
mountains were shaking before the Lord, before the Lord, the God of Israel. 6 In the
days of Shamgar, the son of Anath, in the days of Jael, the highways were not used,
and travellers went by side roads. 7 Country towns were no more in Israel, ***were
no more, till you, Deborah, came up, till you came up as a mother in Israel. 8 They
had no one to make arms, there were no more armed men in the towns; was there a
body-cover or a spear to be seen among forty thousand in Israel? 9Come, you rulers of
Israel, youwho gave yourselves freely among the people: give praise to the Lord. 10Let
them give thought to it, who go on white asses, and those who are walking on the road.
11Give ear to the women laughing by the water-springs; there they will give again the
story of the upright acts of the Lord, all the upright acts of his arm in Israel. 12Awake!
awake! Deborah: awake! awake! give a song: Up! Barak, and take prisoner those who
took you prisoner, O son of Abinoam. 13 Then the chiefs went down to the doors; the
Lord's people went down among the strong ones. 14Out of Ephraim they came down
into the valley; after you, Benjamin, among your tribesmen; from Machir came down
the captains, and from Zebulun those in whose hand is the ruler's rod. 15 Your chiefs,
Issachar, were with Deborah; and Naphtali was true to Barak; into the valley they went
rushing out at his feet. In Reuben there were divisions, and great searchings of heart.
16Why did you keep quiet among the sheep, hearing nothing but the watchers piping
to the flocks? 17Gilead was living over Jordan; and Dan was waiting in his ships; Asher
kept in his place by the sea's edge, living by his inlets. 18 It was the people of Zebulun
who put their lives in danger, even to death, with Naphtali on the high places of the
field. 19 The kings came on to the fight, the kings of Canaan were warring; in Taanach
by the waters of Megiddo: they took no profit in money. 20The stars from heaven were
fighting; from their highways theywerefighting against Sisera. 21The riverKishon took
them violently away, stopping their flight, the river Kishon. Give praise, O my soul, to
the strength of the Lord! 22 Then loudly the feet of the horses were sounding with the
stamping, the stamping of theirwar-horses. 23A curse, a curse onMeroz! said the angel
of the Lord. A bitter curse on her townspeople! Because they came not to the help of
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the Lord, to the help of the Lord among the strong ones. 24 Blessings be on Jael, more
than on all women! Blessings greater than on any in the tents! 25His request was for
water, she gave him milk; she put butter before him on a fair plate. 26 She put out her
hand to the tent-pin, and her right hand to theworkman's hammer; and she gave Sisera
a blow, crushing his head, wounding and driving through his brow. 27Bent at her feet
hewent down, hewas stretched out; bent at her feet hewent down; where hewas bent
down, there he went down in death. 28 Looking out from the window she gave a cry,
the mother of Sisera was crying out through the window, Why is his carriage so long
in coming? When will the noise of his wheels be sounding? 29Her wise women gave
answer to her, yes, she made answer again to herself, 30Are they not getting, are they
not parting the goods among them: a younggirl or two to everyman; and to Sisera robes
of coloured needlework, worked in fair colours on this side and on that, for the neck of
the queen? 31Somay destruction come on all your haters, O Lord; but let your lovers be
like the sun going out in his strength. And for forty years the land had peace.

6
1And the children of Israel did evil in the eyes of the Lord; and the Lord gave them

up into the hand of Midian for seven years. 2 And Midian was stronger than Israel;
and because of the Midianites, the children of Israel made holes for themselves in
the mountains, and hollows in the rocks, and strong places. 3 And whenever Israel's
grain was planted, the Midianites and the Amalekites and the people of the east came
up against them; 4 And put their army in position against them; and they took all the
produce of the earth as far as Gaza, till therewas no food in Israel, or any sheep or oxen
or asses. 5For they cameup regularlywith their oxen and their tents; they came like the
locusts in number; they and their camelswerewithout number; and they came into the
land for its destruction. 6And Israel was in great need because ofMidian; and the cry of
the children of Israel went up to the Lord. 7And when the cry of the children of Israel,
because of Midian, came before the Lord, 8 The Lord sent a prophet to the children of
Israel, who said to them, The Lord the God of Israel, has said, I took you up from Egypt,
out of the prison-house; 9 And I took you out of the hands of the Egyptians and out of
the hands of all who were cruel to you, and I sent them out by force from before you
and gave you their land; 10And I said to you, I am the Lord your God; you are not to give
worship to the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living, but you did not give
ear tomy voice. 11Now the angel of the Lord came and took his seat under the oak-tree
in Ophrah, in the field of Joash the Abiezrite; and his son Gideon was crushing grain in
the placewhere the grapeswere crushed, so that theMidianitesmight not see it. 12And
the angel of the Lord came before his eyes, and said to him, The Lord iswith you, Oman
of war. 13 Then Gideon said to him, O my lord, if the Lord is with us why has all this
come on us? And where are all his works of power, of which our fathers have given
us word, saying, Did not the Lord take us out of Egypt? But now he has given us up,
handing us over to the power ofMidian. 14And the Lord, turning to him, said, Go in the
strength you have and be Israel's saviour fromMidian: have I not sent you? 15And he
said to him, O Lord, howmay I be the saviour of Israel? See, my family is the poorest in
Manasseh, and I am the least in my father's house. 16Then the Lord said to him, Truly,
I will be with you, and you will overcome the Midianites as if they were one man. 17 So
he said to him, If now I have grace in your eyes, then give me a sign that it is you who
are talking to me. 18Do not go away till I come with my offering and put it before you.
And he said, I will not go away before you come back. 19ThenGideonwent in andmade
ready a young goat, and with an ephah of meal he made unleavened cakes: he put the
meat in a basket and the soup in which it had been cooked he put in a pot, and he took
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it out to him under the oak-tree and gave it to him there. 20And the angel of God said
to him, Take the meat and the unleavened cakes and put them down on the rock over
there, draining out the soup over them. And he did so. 21Then the angel of the Lord put
out the stick which was in his hand, touching the meat and the cakes with the end of it;
and a flame came up out of the rock, burning up the meat and the cakes: and the angel
of the Lord was seen no longer. 22Then Gideon was certain that he was the angel of the
Lord; and Gideon said, I am in fear, O Lord God! for I have seen the angel of the Lord
face to face. 23But the Lord said to him, Peace be with you; have no fear: you are in no
danger of death. 24Then Gideon made an altar there to the Lord, and gave it the name
Yahweh-shalom; to this day it is in Ophrah of the Abiezrites. 25The same night the Lord
said to him, Take tenmen of your servants and an ox seven years old, and after pulling
down the altar of Baal which is your father's, and cutting down the holy tree by its side,
26Makeanaltar to theLord yourGodon the topof this rock, in the orderedwayand take
the ox and make a burned offering with the wood of the holy tree which has been cut
down. 27Then Gideon took ten of his servants and did as the Lord had said to him; but
fearing to do it by day, because of his father's people and the men of the town, he did it
by night. 28And themen of the town got up early in themorning, and they saw the altar
of Baal broken down, and the holy treewhichwas by it cut down, and the ox offered on
the altar which had been put up there. 29And they said to one another, Who has done
this thing? And after searching with care, they said, Gideon, the son of Joash, has done
this thing. 30Then the men of the town said to Joash, Make your son come out to be put
to death, for pulling down the altar of Baal and cutting down the holy tree which was
by it. 31But Joash said to all those who were attacking him, Will you take up the cause
of Baal? will you be his saviour? Let anyone who will take up his cause be put to death
while it is still morning: if he is a god, let him take up his cause himself because of the
pulling down of his altar. 32 So that day he gave him the name of Jerubbaal, saying, Let
Baal take up his cause against him because his altar has been broken down. 33 Then
all the Midianites and the Amalekites and the people of the east, banding themselves
together, went over and put up their tents in the valley of Jezreel. 34But the spirit of the
Lord came onGideon; and at the sound of his horn all Abiezer came together after him.
35Andhe sent through allManasseh, and they came after him; and he sent to Asher and
Zebulun and Naphtali, and they came up andwere joined to the others. 36Then Gideon
said to God, If you are going to give Israel salvation bymyhand, as you have said, 37See,
I will put the wool of a sheep on the grain-floor; if there is dew on the wool only, while
all the earth is dry, then I will be certain that it is your purpose to give Israel salvation
bymy hand as you have said. 38And it was so: for he got up early on themorning after,
and twisting thewool inhis hands, he got a basin full ofwater from thedewon thewool.
39ThenGideon said toGod, Donot bemoved towrath againstme if I say only this: letme
make one more test with the wool; let the wool now be dry, while the earth is covered
with dew. 40And that night God did so; for the wool was dry, and there was dew on all
the earth round it.

7
1 Then Jerubbaal, that is, Gideon, and all the people with him, got up early and put

up their tents by the side of the water-spring of Harod; the tents of Midian were on the
north side of him, under the hill of Moreh in the valley. 2And the Lord said to Gideon,
So great is the number of your people, that if I give the Midianites into their hands
they will be uplifted in pride over me and will say, I myself have been my saviour. 3 So
now, let it be given out to the people that anyone who is shaking with fear is to go back
from Mount Galud. So twenty-two thousand of the people went back, but there were
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still ten thousand. 4 Then the Lord said to Gideon, There are still more people than is
necessary; take them down to thewater so that I may put them to the test for you there;
then whoever I say is to go with you will go, and whoever I say is not to go will not go.
5 So he took the people down to the water; and the Lord said to Gideon, Put on one side
by themselves all those drinking up the water with their tongues like a dog; and in the
sameway, all those who go down on their knees to the water while drinking. 6Now the
number of those who took up the water with their tongues was three hundred; all the
rest of the people went down on their knees to thewater. 7And the Lord said to Gideon,
By those three hundred whowere drinking with their tongues I will give you salvation
and give the Midianites into your hands; let the rest of the people go away, every man
to his place. 8 So they took the vessels of the people, and their horns from their hands,
and he sent them away, everyman to his tent, keeping only the three hundred; and the
tents of Midian were lower down in the valley. 9 The same night the Lord said to him,
Up! go down now against their army, for I have given them into your hands. 10 But
if you have fear of going down, take your servant Purah with you and go down to the
tents; 11Andafter hearingwhat they are saying, youwill get strength to godownagainst
the army. So he went down with his servant Purah to the outer line of the tents of the
armed men. 12 Now the Midianites and the Amalekites and all the people of the east
were covering the valley like locusts; and their camelswere like the sandby the seaside,
without number. 13When Gideon came there, a man was giving his friend an account
of his dream, saying, See, I had a dream about a cake of barley breadwhich, falling into
the tents of Midian, came on to the tent, overturning it so that it was stretched out flat
on the earth. 14And his friend in answer said, This is certainly the sword of Gideon, the
son of Joash, themenof Israel: into their handsGodhas givenup all the armyofMidian.
15ThenGideon, hearing the story of the dream and the sense inwhich they took it, gave
worship; thenhewentback to the tents of Israel, and said, Up! for theLordhas given the
army of Midian into your hands. 16Then separating the three hundred men into three
bands, he gave everymanahorn, and a vessel inwhichwas aflamingbranch. 17Andhe
said to them, Keep your eyes on me, and do what I do; when I come to the outer line of
tents, whatever I do, you are to do the same. 18At the sound of my horn, and the horns
of those who are with me, let your horns be sounded all round the tents, and say, For
the Lord and for Gideon. 19 So Gideon and the three hundred men who were with him
came to the outer line of tents, at the start of the middle watch, when the watchmen
had only then taken their stations; and the hornswere sounded and the vessels broken.
20So the three bands all gave a loud note on their horns, andwhen the vessels had been
broken, they took the flaming branches in their left hands, and the horns in their right
hands ready for blowing, crying out, For the Lord and for Gideon. 21 Then they made
a line round the tents, every man in his place; and all the army, awaking from sleep,
came running out, and with loud cries went in flight. 22 And the three hundred gave
a loud note on their horns, and every man's sword was turned by the Lord against his
brother all through the army; and the army went in flight as far as Beth-shittah in the
direction of Zeredah, to the edge of Abel-meholah by Tabbath. 23And the men of Israel
came together fromNaphtali and fromAsher and allManasseh, andwent afterMidian.
24Then Gideon sent through all the hill-country of Ephraim saying, Come down against
Midian, and keep the ways across Jordan before they come. So all the men of Ephraim,
massing themselves together, kept the ways across Jordan. 25 And they took the two
chiefs of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb; and they put Oreb to death at the rock of Oreb, and
Zeeb they put to death at the place of the grape-crushing in Zeeb, and they went after
Midian; but the heads of Oreb and Zeeb they took across Jordan to Gideon.
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8
1And the men of Ephraim came and said to him, Why did you not send for us when

you went to war against Midian? And they said sharp and angry words to him. 2And
he said to them, What have I done in comparison with you? Is not that which Ephraim
took up after the grape-cutting better than all the grapes which Abiezer got in from the
grape-cutting? 3 God has given into your hands the chiefs of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb;
whathave Ibeenable todo incomparisonwithyou? Andwhenhesaid this, their feeling
about himbecamekinder. 4ThenGideon came to Jordan andwent over itwith his three
hundred, overcome with weariness and in need of food. 5 And he said to the men of
Succoth, Give bread cakes to my people, for they are overcome with weariness, and I
am going on after Zebah and Zalmunna, the kings of Midian. 6But the chiefs of Succoth
said, Are the hands of Zebah and Zalmunna even now in your hand that we are to give
bread to yourarmy? 7ThenGideon said, Becauseof this,when theLordhas givenZebah
and Zalmunna into my hands, I will have you stretched on a bed of thorns of the waste
land and on sharp stems, and have you crushed as grain is crushed on a grain-floor.
8 So he went up from there to Penuel andmade the same request to the men of Penuel;
but they gave him the same answer as the men of Succoth had given. 9 So he said to
the men of Penuel, When I come back in peace, I will have this tower broken down.
10Now Zebah and Zalmunna were in Karkor and their armies with them, about fifteen
thousand men, those of all the army of the children of the east who were still living;
for a hundred and twenty thousand of their swordsmen had been put to death. 11And
Gideon went up by the way used by the people living in tents on the east of Nobah and
Jogbehah, andmade an attack on the armywhen they had no thought of danger. 12And
Zebah and Zalmunna went in flight; and he went after them, and took the two kings of
Midian, Zebah and Zalmunna, and put all the army to the curse. 13ThenGideon, the son
of Joash, went back from the fight: 14And taking prisoner a youngman of the people of
Succoth, he got from him, in answer to his questions, a list of the chiefs of Succoth and
the responsiblemen, seventy-sevenmen. 15So he came to themen of Succoth and said,
Here are Zebah and Zalmunna, on account of whom youmade sport of me, saying, Are
the hands of Zebah and Zalmunna even now in your hand, that we are to give bread to
your army who are overcome with weariness? 16Then he took the responsible men of
the town and had them crushed on a bed of thorns and sharp stems. 17And he had the
tower of Penuel broken down and the men of the town put to death. 18Then he said to
Zebah and Zalmunna, Where are the men whom you put to death at Tabor? And they
gave answer, As you are, so were they; every one of them was like a king's son. 19And
he said, They were my brothers, my mother's sons: by the life of the Lord, if you had
kept them safe, I would not put you to death. 20 Then he said to Jether, his oldest son,
Up! Put them to death. But the boy did not take out his sword, fearing because he was
still a boy. 21 Then Zebah and Zalmunna said, Up! Put an end to us yourself: for you
have a man's strength. Then Gideon got up and put Zebah and Zalmunna to death and
took the ornamentswhichwere on their camels' necks. 22Then themen of Israel said to
Gideon, Be our ruler, you and your son and your son's son after him; for you have been
our saviour from the hands of Midian. 23But Gideon said to them, I will not be a ruler
over you, and my son will not be a ruler over you: it is the Lord who will be ruler over
you. 24ThenGideon said to them, I have a request tomake to you; let everyman giveme
the ear-ringshehas taken. (For theyhadgold ear-rings, because theywere Ishmaelites.)
25And they gave answer,Wewill gladly give them. So they put down a robe, everyman
dropping into it the ear-rings he had taken. 26 The weight of the gold ear-rings which
he got from them was one thousand, seven hundred shekels of gold; in addition to the
moon-ornaments and jewels and the purple robes which were on the kings of Midian,



Judges 8:27 226 Judges 9:20

and the chains on their camels' necks. 27AndGideonmade an ephod from themandput
it up inhis townOphrah; andall Israelwent after it there andwere false to theLord; and
it became a cause of sin to Gideon and his house. 28 So Midian was broken before the
children of Israel and the Midianites never got back their strength. And the land had
peace for forty years, in the days of Gideon. 29 And Jerubbaal, the son of Joash, went
back to his house and was living there. 30Gideon had seventy sons, the offspring of his
body; for he had a number of wives. 31 And the servant-wife he had in Shechem had
a son by him, to whom he gave the name Abimelech. 32And Gideon, the son of Joash,
came tohis endwhenhewas very old, andhis bodywasput in the resting-place of Joash
his father, in Ophrah of the Abiezrites. 33And after the death of Gideon, the children of
Israel again went after the gods of Canaan and were false to the Lord, and made Baal-
berith their god. 34And the children of Israel did not keep in their minds the Lord their
God, who had been their saviour from all their haters on every side; 35And they were
not kind to the house of Jerubbaal, that is, Gideon, in reward for all the good he had
done to Israel.

9
1Now Abimelech, the son of Jerubbaal, went to Shechem to his mother's family, and

said to them and to all the family of his mother's father, 2 Say now in the ears of all the
townsmenof Shechem, Is it better foryou tobe ruledbyall the seventy sonsof Jerubbaal
or by one man only? And keep in mind that I am your bone and your flesh. 3 So his
mother's family said all this about him in the ears of all the townsmen of Shechem: and
their hearts were turned to Abimelech, for they said, He is our brother. 4And they gave
him seventy shekels of silver from the house of Baal-berith, with which Abimelech got
the support of a number of uncontrolled and good-for-nothing persons. 5Then hewent
to his father's house at Ophrah, and put his brothers, the seventy sons of Jerubbaal, to
death on the same stone; however, Jotham, the youngest, kept himself safe by going
away to a secret place. 6 And all the townsmen of Shechem and all Beth-millo came
together andwent andmade Abimelech their king, by the oak of the pillar in Shechem.
7Now Jotham, on hearing of it, went to the top of Mount Gerizim, and crying out with
a loud voice said to them, Give ear to me, you townsmen of Shechem, so that God may
give ear to you. 8One day the trees went out to make a king for themselves; and they
said to the olive-tree, Be king over us. 9 But the olive-tree said to them, Am I to give
up my wealth of oil, by which men give honour to God, and go waving over the trees?
10 Then the trees said to the fig-tree, You come and be king over us. 11 But the fig-tree
said to them, Am I to give up my sweet taste and my good fruit and go waving over
the trees? 12 Then the trees said to the vine, You come and be king over us. 13 But
the vine said to them, Am I to give up my wine, which makes glad God and men, to
go waving over the trees? 14 Then all the trees said to the thorn, You come and be
king over us. 15 And the thorn said to the trees, If it is truly your desire to make me
your king, then come and put your faith in my shade; and if not, may fire come out of
the thorn, burning up the cedars of Lebanon. 16 So now, if you have done truly and
uprightly in making Abimelech king, and if you have done well to Jerubbaal and his
house in reward for the work of his hands; 17 (For my father made war for you, and
put his life in danger, and made you free from the hands of Midian; 18 And you have
gone against my father's family this day, and have put to death his sons, even seventy
men on one stone, and havemade Abimelech, the son of his servant-wife, king over the
townsmenof Shechembecausehe is yourbrother;) 19 If thenyouhavedonewhat is true
and upright to Jerubbaal and his family this day, may you have joy in Abimelech, and
may he have joy in you; 20 But if not, may fire come out from Abimelech, burning up
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the townsmen of Shechem and Beth-millo; and may fire come out from the townsmen
of Shechem and Beth-millo, for the destruction of Abimelech. 21 Then Jotham straight
awaywent in flight to Beer, andwas living there for fear of his brother Abimelech. 22So
Abimelech was chief over Israel for three years. 23And God sent an evil spirit between
Abimelech and the townsmen of Shechem; and the townsmen of Shechem were false
to Abimelech; 24 So that punishment for the violent attack made on the seventy sons
of Jerubbaal, and for their blood, might come on Abimelech, their brother, who put
them to death, and on the townsmen of Shechem who gave him their help in putting
his brothers to death. 25And the townsmen of Shechem put secret watchers on the tops
of themountains, and theymade attacks on all whowent by on the road and took their
goods; and word of this came to Abimelech. 26 Then Gaal, the son of Ebed, came with
his brothers, andwent over to Shechem; and themen of Shechemput their faith in him.
27 And they went out into their fields and got in the fruit of their vines, and when the
grapes had been crushed, they made a holy feast and went into the house of their god,
and over their food and drink they were cursing Abimelech. 28 And Gaal, the son of
Ebed, said, Who is Abimelech and who is Shechem, that we are to be his servants? Is
it not right for the son of Jerubbaal and Zebul his captain to be servants to the men
of Hamor, the father of Shechem? But why are we to be his servants? 29 If only I had
authority over this people! I would put Abimelech out of the way, and I would say to
Abimelech, Make your army strong, and come out. 30Now Zebul, the ruler of the town,
hearing what Gaal, the son of Ebed, had said, was moved to wrath. 31 And he sent to
Abimelech at Arumah, saying, See, Gaal, the son of Ebed, and his brothers have come
to Shechem, and they are working up the town against you. 32 So now, get up by night,
you and your people, and keep watch in the field secretly; 33And in themorning, when
the sun is up, get up early and make a rush on the town; and when he and his people
come out against you, do to them whatever you have a chance to do. 34 So Abimelech
and the people with him got up by night, in four bands, to make a surprise attack on
Shechem. 35And Gaal, the son of Ebed, went out, and took his place at the doorway into
the town; then Abimelech and his people got up from the place where they had been
waiting. 36 And when Gaal saw the people, he said to Zebul, See! people are coming
down from the tops of the mountains. And Zebul said to him, You see the shade of the
mountains like men. 37 And Gaal said again, See! people are coming down from the
middle of the land, and one band is coming by way of the oak-tree of the Seers. 38Then
Zebul said to him, Now where is your loud talk when you said, Who is Abimelech that
we are to be his servants? Is this not the people whom you were rating so low? Go
out now, and make war on them. 39 So Gaal went out at the head of the townsmen of
Shechem and made war on Abimelech. 40And Abimelech went after him and he went
in flight before him; and a great numberwere falling by the sword all theway up to the
town. 41 Then Abimelech went back to Arumah; and Zebul sent Gaal and his brothers
away and would not let them go on living in Shechem. 42Now the day after, the people
went out into the fields; and news of it came to Abimelech. 43And he took his people,
separating them into three bands, and was waiting secretly in the field; and when he
saw the people coming out of the town, hewent up andmade an attack on them. 44And
Abimelech with his band made a rush, and took up their position at the doorway into
the town; and the other two bandsmade a rush on all those whowere in the fields, and
overcame them. 45 And all that day Abimelech was fighting against the town; and he
took it, and put to death the people who were in it, and had the town pulled down and
coveredwith salt. 46Then all the townsmen of the tower of Shechem, hearing of it, went
into the inner room of the house of El-berith. 47Andword was given to Abimelech that
all themen of the tower of Shechemwere there together. 48Then Abimelechwent up to
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Mount Zalmon, with all his people; and Abimelech took an axe in his hand and, cutting
down branches of trees, took them and put them on his back. And he said to the people
who were with him, Be quick and do as you have seen me do. 49 So all the people got
branches, every man cutting down a branch, and they went with Abimelech at their
head and,massing the branches against the inner room, put fire to the roomover them;
so all thosewhowere in the towerof Shechem, about a thousandmenandwomen,were
burned to deathwith it. 50ThenAbimelechwent to Thebez, andput his army inposition
against Thebez and took it. 51 But in the middle of the town there was a strong tower,
to which all the men and women of the town went in flight and, shutting themselves
in, went up to the roof of the tower. 52And Abimelech came to the tower and made an
attack on it, and got near to the door of the tower for the purpose of firing it. 53 But a
certain woman sent a great stone, such as is used for crushing grain, on to the head of
Abimelech, cracking the bone. 54Then quickly crying out to his body-servant, he said to
him, Take out your sword and put an end to me straight away, so that menmay not say
of me, His death was the work of a woman. So the young man put his sword through
him, causing his death. 55 And when the men of Israel saw that Abimelech was dead,
theywent away, everyman to his place. 56 In this way Abimelechwas rewarded by God
for the evil he had done to his father in putting his seventy brothers to death; 57 And
God sent back on to the heads of themen of Shechem all the evil they had done, and the
curse of Jotham, the son of Jerubbaal, came on them.

10
1 Now after Abimelech, Tola, the son of Puah, the son of Dodo, a man of Issachar,

became the saviour of Israel; he was living in Shamir in the hill-country of Ephraim.
2He was judge over Israel for twenty-three years; and at his death his body was put to
rest in the earth in Shamir. 3And after him came Jair the Gileadite, whowas judge over
Israel for twenty-two years. 4And he had thirty sons, who went on thirty young asses;
and they had thirty towns in the land of Gilead, which are named Havvoth-Jair to this
day. 5 And at the death of Jair his body was put to rest in the earth in Kamon. 6 And
again the children of Israel did evil in the eyes of the Lord, worshipping the Baals and
Astartes, and the gods of Aramand the gods of Zidon and the gods ofMoab and the gods
of the children of Ammon and the gods of the Philistines; they gave up the Lord and
were servants to him no longer. 7And thewrath of the Lordwas burning against Israel,
and he gave themup into the hands of the Philistines and into the hands of the children
of Ammon. 8 And that year the children of Israel were crushed under their yoke; for
eighteen years all the children of Israel on the other side of Jordan, in the land of the
Amorites which is in Gilead, were cruelly crushed down. 9And the children of Ammon
went over Jordan, tomakewar against Judah and Benjamin and the house of Ephraim;
and Israel was in great trouble. 10 Then the children of Israel, crying out to the Lord,
said, Great is our sin against you, forwe have given up our God and have been servants
to the Baals. 11And the Lord said to the children of Israel, Were not the Egyptians and
the Amorites and the children of Ammon and the Philistines 12And the Zidonians and
Amalek and Midian crushing you down, and in answer to your cry did I not give you
salvation from their hands? 13 But, for all this, you have given me up and have been
servants to other gods: so I will be your saviour no longer. 14Go, send up your cry for
help to the gods of your selection; let them be your saviours in the time of your trouble.
15And the children of Israel said to the Lord, We are sinners; do to us whatever seems
good to you: only give us salvation this day. 16 So they put away the strange gods from
among them, and became the Lord's servants; and his soul was angry because of the
sorrows of Israel. 17 Then the children of Ammon came together and put their army
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in position in Gilead. And the children of Israel came together and put their army in
position inMizpah. 18And the people of Israel said to one another, Whowill be the first
to make an attack on the children of Ammon? Wewill make him head over all Gilead.

11
1NowJephthah theGileaditewasagreatmanofwar; hewas the sonofa loosewoman,

and Gilead was his father. 2 And Gilead's wife gave birth to sons, and when her sons
became men, they sent Jephthah away, saying, You have no part in the heritage of our
father's house, for you are the son of another woman. 3So Jephthahwent in flight from
his brothers and was living in the land of Tob, where a number of good-for-nothing
men, joining Jephthah, went out with him on his undertakings. 4Now after a time the
children of Ammonmadewar against Israel. 5Andwhen the children of Ammonmade
war against Israel, the responsible men of Gilead went to get Jephthah back from the
landofTob; 6And they said to Jephthah, Comeandbeour chief so thatwemaymakewar
against thechildrenofAmmon. 7But Jephthahsaid to theresponsiblemenofGilead,Did
younot, inyourhate forme, sendmeaway frommyfather'shouse? Whydoyoucome to
me nowwhen you are in trouble? 8And the responsiblemen of Gilead said to Jephthah,
That is the reason we have come back to you; so go with us and make war against the
children ofAmmon, andwewillmake youourheadover all the people ofGilead. 9Then
Jephthah said to the responsiblemenof Gilead, If you takemeback tomakewar against
the children of Ammon, and ifwith the help of the Lord I overcome them,will youmake
me your head? 10And the responsible men of Gilead said to Jephthah, May the Lord be
our witness: we will certainly do as you say. 11 So Jephthah went with the responsible
men of Gilead, and the people made him head and chief over them; and Jephthah said
all these things before the Lord in Mizpah. 12 Then Jephthah sent men to the king of
the children of Ammon, saying,What have you against me that you have come tomake
war against my land? 13 And the king of the children of Ammon said to the men sent
by Jephthah, Because Israel, when he came up out of Egypt, took away my land, from
the Arnon as far as the Jabbok and as far as Jordan: so now, give me back those lands
quietly. 14And Jephthah sent again to the king of the children of Ammon, 15And said to
him, This is theword of Jephthah: Israel did not take away the land ofMoab or the land
of the children of Ammon; 16But when they came up from Egypt, Israel went through
the waste land to the Red Sea and came to Kadesh; 17 Then Israel sent men to the king
of Edom saying, Let me now go through your land; but the king of Edom did not give
ear to them. And in the same way he sent to the king of Moab, but he would not; so
Israel went on living in Kadesh. 18Then he went on through the waste land and round
the land of Edom and the land of Moab, and came by the east side of the land of Moab,
and put up their tents on the other side of the Arnon; they did not come inside the limit
of Moab, for the Arnon was the limit of Moab. 19 And Israel sent men to Sihon, king
of the Amorites, the king of Heshbon; and Israel said to him, Let me now go through
your land to my place. 20 But Sihon would not give way and let Israel go through his
land; and Sihon got together all his people, and put his army in position in Jahaz, and
made war on Israel. 21 And the Lord, the God of Israel, gave Sihon and all his people
into the hands of Israel, and they overcame them; so all the land of the Amorites, the
people of that land, became Israel's. 22 All the limit of the Amorites was theirs, from
the Arnon as far as the Jabbok and from the waste land even to Jordan. 23 So now the
Lord, the God of Israel, has taken away their land from the Amorites and given it to
his people Israel; are you then to have it? 24Do you not keep the lands of those whom
Chemosh your god sends out from before you? So we will keep all the lands of those
whom the Lord our God sends out from before us. 25What! are you any better than
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Balak, the son of Zippor, king of Moab? Did he ever take up a cause against Israel or
make war against them? 26While Israel was living in Heshbon and its daughter-towns
and in Aroer and its daughter-towns and in all the towns which are by the side of the
Arnon, for three hundred years, why did you not get them back at that time? 27 So I
have done nowrong against you, but you are doingwrong tome in fighting againstme:
may the Lord, who is Judge this day, be judge between the children of Israel and the
children of Ammon. 28The king of the children of Ammon, however, did not give ear to
the words which Jephthah sent to him. 29Then the spirit of the Lord came on Jephthah,
and he went through Gilead and Manasseh, and came to Mizpeh of Gilead; and from
Mizpeh of Gilead hewent over to the children of Ammon. 30And Jephthah took an oath
to the Lord, and said, If you will give the children of Ammon into my hands, 31 Then
whoever comes out from the door ofmy house, meetingmewhen I come back in peace
from the children of Ammon, will be the Lord's and Iwill give him as a burned offering.
32So Jephthahwent over to the children of Ammon tomakewar on them; and the Lord
gave them into his hands. 33And he made an attack on them from Aroer all the way to
Minnith, overrunning twenty towns, as farasAbel-cheramim, andput greatnumbers to
the sword. So thechildrenofAmmonwerecrushedbefore thechildrenof Israel. 34Then
Jephthah came back to his house in Mizpah, and his daughter came out, meeting him
on his way with music and with dances; she was his only child; he had no other sons
or daughters. 35And when he saw her he was overcome with grief, and said, Ah! my
daughter! I amcrushedwith sorrow, and it is youwhoare the chief cause ofmy trouble;
for I have made an oath to the Lord and I may not take it back. 36And she said to him,
My father, you have made an oath to the Lord; do then to me whatever you have said;
for the Lord has sent a full reward on your haters, on the children of Ammon. 37 Then
she said to her father, Only do this for me: let me have two months to go away into the
mountainswithmy friends, weeping formy sad fate. 38Andhe said, Go then. So he sent
her away for two months; and she went with her friends to the mountains, weeping
for her sad fate. 39And at the end of two months she went back to her father, who did
with her as he had said in his oath: and she had never been touched by a man. So it
became a rule in Israel, 40For thewomen to go year by year sorrowing for the daughter
of Jephthah the Gileadite, four days in every year.

12
1Now themen of Ephraim came together and took up arms andwent over to Zaphon;

and they said to Jephthah, Why did you go over to make war against the children of
Ammonwithout sending for us to gowith you? Nowwewill put your house onfire over
you. 2And Jephthah said to them, I and my people were in danger, and the children of
Ammon were very cruel to us, and when I sent for you, you gave me no help against
them. 3 So when I saw that there was no help to be had from you, I put my life in my
hand and went over against the children of Ammon, and the Lord gave them into my
hands: why then have you come up tome this day tomakewar onme? 4Then Jephthah
got together all the men of Gilead and made war on Ephraim; and the men of Gilead
overcame Ephraim. 5And the Gileadites took the crossing-places of Jordan against the
Ephraimites; andwhenanyof themenof Ephraimwhohad gone inflight said, letme go
over; the men of Gilead said to him, Are you an Ephraimite? And if he said, No; 6Then
they said to him, Now say Shibboleth; andhe said Sibboleth, andwasnot able to say it in
the right way; then they took him and put him to death at the crossing-places of Jordan;
andat that time forty-two thousandEphraimiteswereput to death. 7Now Jephthahwas
judge of Israel for six years. And Jephthah the Gileadite came to his death, and his body
was put to rest in his town, Mizpeh of Gilead. 8And after him, Ibzan of Beth-lehemwas
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judge of Israel. 9He had thirty sons, and thirty daughters whomhe sent to other places,
and he got thirty wives from other places for his sons. And he was judge of Israel for
seven years. 10And Ibzan came to his death and his bodywas put to rest at Beth-lehem.
11 And after him, Elon the Zebulonite was judge of Israel; and he was judge of Israel
for ten years. 12 And Elon the Zebulonite came to his death, and his body was put to
rest in Aijalon in the land of Zebulun. 13 And after him, Abdon, the son of Hillel, the
Pirathonite, was judge of Israel. 14He had forty sons and thirty sons' sons whowent on
seventy young asses; and hewas judge of Israel for eight years. 15AndAbdon, the son of
Hillel, came tohis death, andhis bodywasput to rest in Pirathon in the landof Ephraim,
in the hill-country of the Amalekites.

13
1And the children of Israel again did evil in the eyes of the Lord; and the Lord gave

them into the hands of the Philistines for forty years. 2Now there was a certain man of
Zorah of the family of the Danites, and his name was Manoah; and his wife had never
given birth to a child. 3And the angel of the Lord came to the woman, and said to her,
See now! though you have never given birth to children, you will be with child and
give birth to a son. 4Now then take care to have no wine or strong drink and to take no
unclean thing for food; 5 For you are with child and will give birth to a son; his hair is
never to be cut, for the child is to be separate to God from his birth; and he will take up
the work of freeing Israel from the hands of the Philistines. 6Then the woman came in,
and said to her husband, A man came to me, and his form was like the form of a god,
causing great fear; I put no question to him about where he came from, and he did not
give me his name; 7 But he said to me, You are with child and will give birth to a son;
and now do not take anywine or strong drink or let anything unclean be your food; for
the child will be separate to God from his birth to the day of his death. 8 Then Manoah
made prayer to the Lord, and said, O Lord, let the man of God whom you sent come to
us again andmake clear to us what we are to do for the child who is to come. 9And God
gave ear to the voice of Manoah; and the angel of God came to the woman again when
shewas seated in the field; but her husbandManoahwas notwith her. 10So thewoman,
running quickly, gave her husband the news, saying, I have seen the man who came to
me the other day. 11 And Manoah got up and went after his wife, and came up to the
man and said to him, Are you the man who was talking to this woman? And he said, I
am. 12And Manoah said, Now when your words come true, what is to be the rule for
the child and what will be his work? 13And the angel of the Lord said to Manoah, Let
the woman take note of what I have said to her. 14 She is to have nothing which comes
from the vine for her food, and let her take no wine or strong drink or anything which
is unclean; let her take care to do all I have given her orders to do. 15AndManoah said
to the angel of the Lord, Now let us keep youwhilewemake ready a young goat for you.
16And the angel of the Lord said toManoah, Though you keepme Iwill not take of your
food; but if you will make a burned offering, let it be offered to the Lord. For it had not
come into Manoah's mind that he was the angel of the Lord. 17 Then Manoah said to
the angel of the Lord, What is your name, so that when your words come true we may
give you honour? 18But the angel of the Lord said to him,Why are you questioning me
about my name, seeing that it is a wonder? 19 So Manoah took the young goat with its
meal offering, offering it on the rock to the Lord, who did strange things. 20And when
the flame went up to heaven from the altar, the angel of the Lord went up in the flame
of the altar, while Manoah and his wife were looking on; and they went down on their
faces to the earth. 21But the angel of theLordwas seennomorebyManoahandhiswife.
Then itwas clear toManoah that hewas the angel of the Lord. 22AndManoah said to his
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wife, Death will certainly be our fate, for it is a god whomwe have seen. 23But his wife
said to him, If the Lord was purposing our death, he would not have taken our burned
offering and our meal offering, or have given us such orders about the child. 24 So the
woman gave birth to a son, and gave him the name Samson; and he became aman and
the blessing of the Lord was on him. 25And the spirit of the Lord first came on him in
Mahaneh-dan, between Zorah and Eshtaol.

14
1Now Samsonwent down to Timnah, and saw awoman in Timnah, of the daughters

of the Philistines; 2 And when he came back he said to his father and mother, I have
seen a woman in Timnah, of the daughters of the Philistines: get her now for me for
my wife. 3 Then his father and mother said to him, Is there no woman among the
daughters of your relations or among allmy people, that you have to go for yourwife to
the Philistines,who arewithout circumcision? But Samson said to his father, Get her for
me, for she is pleasing to me. 4Now his father and mother had no knowledge that this
was the purpose of the Lord, who had the destruction of the Philistines in mind. Now
thePhilistines at that timewere rulingover Israel. 5ThenSamsonwentdown toTimnah
(and his father and his mother,) and came to the vine-gardens of Timnah; and a young
lion came rushing out at him. 6And the spirit of the Lord came on himwith power, and,
unarmed as he was, pulling the lion in two as onemight do to a young goat, he put him
to death; (but he said nothing to his father and mother of what he had done.) 7 So he
went down and had talkwith thewoman; and shewas pleasing to Samson. 8Then after
a time he went back to take her; and turning from the road to see the dead body of the
lion, he saw a mass of bees in the body of the lion, and honey there. 9And he took the
honey in his hand, and went on, tasting it on the way; and when he came to his father
andmother he gave some to them; but did not say that he had taken the honey from the
body of the lion. 10Then Samson went down to the woman, and made a feast there, as
was the way among youngmen. 11And he took thirty friends, and they were with him.
12And Samson said, Now I have a hard question for you: if you are able to give me the
answer before the seven days of the feast are over, I will give you thirty linen robes and
thirty changes of clothing; 13But if you are not able to giveme the answer, then youwill
have to give me thirty linen robes and thirty changes of clothing. And they said to him,
Put your hard question and let us see what it is. 14And he said, Out of the taker of food
came food, and out of the strong came the sweet. And at the end of three days theywere
still not able to give the answer. 15 So on the fourth day they said to Samson's wife, Get
from your husband the answer to his question by some trick or other, or we will have
you and your father's house burned with fire; did you get us here to take all we have?
16Then Samson's wife, weeping over him, said, Truly you have no love for me but only
hate; you have put a hard question to the children of my people and have not givenme
the answer. And he said to her, See, I have not given the answer even tomy father ormy
mother; am I to give it to you? 17And all the seven days of the feast shewent onweeping
over him; and on the seventh day he gave her the answer, because she gave him no
peace; and she sent word of it to the children of her people. 18Then on the seventh day,
before he went into the bride's room, the men of the town said to him,What is sweeter
than honey? andwhat is stronger than a lion? And he said to them, If you had not been
ploughing with my cow you would not have got the answer to my question. 19And the
spirit of the Lord came rushing on him, and he went down to Ashkelon and, attacking
thirty men there, took their clothing from them, and gave it to the men who had given
the answer to his hard question. Then, full of wrath, hewent back to his father's house.
20But Samson's wife was given to the friend who had been his best man.
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15
1Now a short time after, at the time of the grain-cutting, Samson, taking with him a

younggoat,went to seehiswife; andhe said, Iwill go in tomywife into thebride's room.
Buther fatherwouldnot lethimgo in. 2Andher father said, It seemed tomethatyouhad
only hate for her; so I gave her to your friend: but is not her younger sister fairer than
she? so please take her in place of the other. 3Then Samson said to them, This time Iwill
give payment in full to the Philistines, for I am going to do them great evil. 4 So Samson
went and got threehundred foxes and some sticks of fire-wood; andheput the foxes tail
to tail with a stick between every two tails; 5Then firing the sticks, he let the foxes loose
among the uncut grain of the Philistines, and all the corded stems as well as the living
grain and the vine-gardens and the oliveswent up in flames. 6Then the Philistines said,
Who has done this? And they said, Samson, the son-in-law of the Timnite, because he
took his wife and gave her to his friend. So the Philistines came up and had her and her
father's house burned. 7And Samson said to them, If you go on like this, truly I will take
my full payment from you; and that will be the end of it. 8And he made an attack on
them, driving them in uncontrolled flight, and causing great destruction; then he went
away to his safe place in the crack of the rock at Etam. 9 Then the Philistines went and
put up their tents in Judah, all round Lehi. 10And themen of Judah said, Why have you
come up against us? And they said, We have come up to take Samson, and to do to him
as hehas done to us. 11Then three thousand of themenof Judahwent down to the crack
of the rock of Etam, and said to Samson, Is it not clear to you that the Philistines are our
rulers? What is this you have done to us? And he said to them, I only did to them as
they did to me. 12Then they said to him, We have come down to take you and give you
up into the hands of the Philistines. And Samson said to them, Give me your oath that
you will not make an attack on me yourselves. 13 And they said, No; we will take you
and give you up into their hands, but trulywewill not put you to death. So knotting two
new cords round him they took him up from the rock. 14 And when he came to Lehi,
the Philistines came out, meeting him with loud cries; then the spirit of the Lord came
rushing on him, and the cords on his arms became like grass which has been burned
with fire, and the bands came falling off his hands. 15 And taking up the mouth-bone
of an ass newly dead, which he saw by chance on the earth, he put to death a thousand
men with it. 16 And Samson said, With a red ass's mouth-bone I have made them red
with blood, with a red ass's mouth-bone I have sent destruction on a thousand men.
17And having said these words, he let the mouth-bone go out of his hand; so that place
was named Ramath-lehi. 18After this, he was in great need of water, and crying out to
the Lord, he said, You have given this great salvation by the hand of your servant, and
now need of water will be my death; and I will be given into the hands of this people
who arewithout circumcision. 19ThenGodmade a crack in the hollow rock in Lehi and
water came out of it; and after drinking, his spirit came back to him and he was strong
again; so that place was named En-hakkore; it is in Lehi to this day. 20And hewas judge
of Israel in the days of the Philistines for twenty years.

16
1NowSamsonwent toGaza, and therehe sawa loosewomanandwent in toher. 2And

it was said to the Gazites, Samson is here. So theywent round, watching for him all day
at the doorway of the town, but at night they kept quiet, saying, When daylight comes
wewill put him todeath. 3AndSamsonwas there till themiddle of thenight; thenhe got
up, and took a grip on the doors of the town, pulling them up, together with their two
supports and their locks, andput themonhis back and took themup to the topof thehill
in front of Hebron. 4Now after this, hewas in lovewith awoman in the valley of Sorek,
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named Delilah. 5And the chiefs of the Philistines came up to her, and said to her, Make
use of your power over him and see what is the secret of his great strength, and how
we may get the better of him, and put bands on him, so that we may make him feeble;
and every one of us will give you eleven hundred shekels of silver. 6 So Delilah said to
Samson, Make clear to me now what is the secret of your great strength, and how you
maybe put in bands andmade feeble. 7And Samson said to her, If sevennewbow-cords
which have never been made dry are knotted round me, I will become feeble and will
be like any other man. 8 So the chiefs of the Philistines gave her seven new bow-cords
which had never been made dry, and she had them tightly knotted round him. 9Now
she had men waiting secretly in the inner room; and she said to him, The Philistines
are on you, Samson. And the cords were broken by him as a twist of thread is broken
when touched by a flame. So the secret of his strength did not come to light. 10 Then
Delilah said to Samson, See, you have been making sport of me with false words; now,
say truly how may you be put in bands? 11 And he said to her, If they only put round
me new thick cords which have never been used, then I will become feeble and will be
like any otherman. 12SoDelilah took new thick cords, knotting them tightly roundhim,
and said to him, The Philistines are on you, Samson. Andmen were waiting secretly in
the inner room. And the cords were broken off his arms like threads. 13 Then Delilah
said to Samson, Up to now you have made sport of me with false words; now say truly,
howmay you be put in bands? And he said to her, If you get the seven twists of my hair
worked into the cloth you are making and fixed with the pin, I will become feeble and
will be like any other man. 14 So while he was sleeping she got the seven twists of his
hair worked into her cloth and fixed with the pin, and said to him, The Philistines are
on you, Samson. Then awaking from his sleep, he got up quickly, pulling up cloth and
machine together. 15And she said to him, Why do you say you are my lover when your
heart is not mine? Three times you havemade sport of me, and have not made clear to
me the secret of your great strength. 16So day after day she gave him no peace, for ever
questioning him till his soul was troubled to death. 17And opening all his heart to her,
he said to her, My head has never been touched by a blade, for I have been separate to
God from the day ofmy birth: ifmy hair is cut off, thenmy strengthwill go fromme and
I will become feeble, and will be like any other man. 18And when Delilah saw that he
had let her see into his heart, she sent word to the chiefs of the Philistines saying, Come
up this time, for he has let out all his heart tome. Then the chiefs of the Philistines came
to her, with the money in their hands. 19And she made him go to sleep on her knees;
and she sent for a man and had his seven twists of hair cut off; and while it was being
donehebecame feeble andhis strengthwent fromhim. 20Then she said, ThePhilistines
are on you, Samson. And awaking from his sleep, he said, I will go out as at other times,
shaking myself free. But he was not conscious that the Lord had gone from him. 21 So
the Philistines took him and put out his eyes; then they took him down to Gaza, and,
chaining himwith bands of brass, put him to work crushing grain in the prison-house.
22But the growth of his hairwas starting again after it had been cut off. 23And the chiefs
of the Philistines came together to make a great offering to Dagon their god, and to be
glad; for they said, Our god has given into our hands Samson our hater. 24Andwhen the
people saw him, they gave praise to their god; for they said, Our god has given into our
hands the one who was fighting against us, whomade our country waste, and who put
great numbers of us to death. 25Nowwhen their hearts were full of joy, they said, Send
for Samson tomake sport for us. And they sent for Samson out of the prison-house, and
he made sport before them; and they put him between the pillars. 26And Samson said
to the boy who took him by the hand, Let me put my hand on the pillars supporting the
house, so that I may put my back against them. 27Now the house was full of men and
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women; and all the lords of the Philistines were there; and about three thousand men
and women were on the roof, looking on while Samson made sport. 28 And Samson,
crying out to the Lord, said, O Lord God, do have me now in mind, and do make me
strong only this once, O God, so that I may take one last payment from the Philistines
for my two eyes. 29Then Samson put his arms round the twomiddle pillars supporting
the house, putting his weight on them, on onewith his right hand and on the otherwith
his left. 30And Samson said, Let death overtakemewith the Philistines. And he put out
all his strength, and the house came down on the chiefs and on all the people whowere
in it. So the deadwhomhe sent to destruction by his death weremore than all those on
whom he had sent destruction in his life. 31 Then his brothers and his father's people
came down and took him up and put his body to rest in the earth between Zorah and
Eshtaol in the resting-place of Manoah his father. And he had been judge of Israel for
twenty years.

17
1Now there was a man of the hill-country of Ephraim named Micah. 2 And he said

to his mother, The eleven hundred shekels of silver which were taken from you, about
which you took an oath and said inmy hearing, I have given this silver to the Lord from
my hand for myself, to make a pictured image and ametal image: see, I have the silver,
for I took it: so now I will give it back to you. And his mother said, May the blessing of
the Lord be on my son. 3And he gave back the eleven hundred shekels of silver to his
mother, andhismother said, I havemade the silver holy to theLord fromme formy son,
to make a pictured image and ametal image. 4 So he gave the silver back to his mother.
Then his mother took two hundred shekels of silver and gave them to a metal-worker
who made a pictured image and a metal image from them: and it was in the house of
Micah. 5 And the man Micah had a house of gods; and he made an ephod and family
gods and put one of his sons in the position of priest. 6 In those days there was no king
in Israel: everyman did as seemed right to him. 7Now there was a youngman living in
Beth-lehem-judah, of the family of Judah and a Levite, who was not a townsman of the
place. 8And he went away from the town of Beth-lehem-judah, looking for somewhere
to make his living-place; and on his journey he came to the hill-country of Ephraim, to
the house of Micah. 9AndMicah said to him, Where do you come from? And he said to
him, I am a Levite from Beth-lehem-judah, and I am looking for a living-place. 10Then
Micah said to him, Make your living-place with me, and be a father and a priest to me,
and I will give you ten shekels of silver a year and your clothing and food. 11And the
Levite said he would make his living-place with the man, and he became to him as one
of his sons. 12 And Micah gave the position to the Levite, and the young man became
his priest, andwas in the house ofMicah. 13ThenMicah said, Now I am certain that the
Lord will dome good, seeing that the Levite has becomemy priest.

18
1 In those days therewas no king in Israel, and in those days the Daniteswere looking

for a heritage for themselves, to be their living-place; for up to that time no distribution
of land had beenmade to them among the tribes of Israel. 2 So the children of Dan sent
five men from among their number, strong men, from Zorah and from Eshtaol, to take
a look at the land and make a search through it; and they said to them, Go and make
a search through the land; and they came to the hill-country of Ephraim, to the house
of Micah, where they made a stop for the night. 3When they were near the house of
Micah, hearing a voice which was not strange to them, that of the young Levite, they
went out of their road to his place, and said to him, How did you come here? and what
are you doing in this place? and why are you here? 4And he said to them, This is what
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Micah did for me, and he gave me payment and I became his priest. 5 Then they said,
Do get directions fromGod for us, to see if the journey onwhich we are going will have
a good outcome. 6And the priest said to them, Go in peace: your way is guided by the
Lord. 7 Then the five men went on their way and came to Laish and saw the people
who were there, living without thought of danger, like the Zidonians, quiet and safe;
for they had everything on earth for their needs, and they were far from the Zidonians
and had no business with Aram. 8 So they came back to their brothers in Zorah and
Eshtaol, and their brothers said to them,What news have you? 9And they said, Up! and
let us go against Laish; forwe have seen the land, and it is very good: why are you doing
nothing? Do not be slow to go in and take the land for your heritage. 10When you come
there you will come to a people living without thought of danger; and the land is wide,
and God has given it into your hands: a place where there is everything on earth for
man's needs. 11 So six hundred men of the Danites from Zorah and Eshtaol went out
armed with instruments of war. 12And they went up and put up their tents in Kiriath-
jearim in Judah: so that place is named Mahaneh-dan to this day. It is to the west of
Kiriath-jearim. 13 From there they went on to the hill-country of Ephraim and came to
the house of Micah. 14 Then the five men who had gone to make a search through the
country of Laish, said to their brothers, Have you knowledge that in these houses there
is an ephod and family gods and a pictured image and a metal image? So now you see
what to do. 15And turning from their road they came to the house of the young Levite,
the house of Micah, and said to him, Is it well with you? 16And the six hundred armed
men of the Danites took their places by the doorway. 17 Then the five men who had
gone to make a search through the land, went in and took the pictured image and the
ephod and the family gods and themetal image; and the priestwas by the doorwaywith
the six hundred armed men. 18 And when they went into Micah's house and took out
the pictured image and the ephod and the family gods and the metal image, the priest
said to them, What are you doing? 19And they said to him, Be quiet; say nothing, and
come with us and be our father and priest; is it better for you to be priest to one man's
house or to be priest to a tribe and a family in Israel? 20Then the priest's heartwas glad,
and he took the ephod and the family gods and the pictured image and went with the
people. 21 So they went on their way again, putting the little ones and the oxen and the
goods in front of them. 22When they had gone some way from the house of Micah, the
men from the houses near Micah's house came together and overtook the children of
Dan, 23Crying out to them. And the Danites, turning round, said toMicah,What is your
trouble, that you have taken up arms? 24And he said, You have taken my gods which
I made, and my priest, and have gone away; what is there for me now? Why then do
you say to me, What is your trouble? 25 And the children of Dan said to him, Say no
more, or men of bitter spirit may make an attack on you, causing loss of your life and
the lives of yourpeople. 26Then the childrenofDanwent on theirway; andwhenMicah
saw that they were stronger than he, he went back to his house. 27And they took that
which Micah had made, and his priest, and came to Laish, to a people living quietly
andwithout thought of danger, and they put them to the swordwithoutmercy, burning
down their town. 28And they had no saviour, because it was far from Zidon, and they
hadnobusinesswithAram; and itwas in the valleywhich is theproperty of Beth-rehob.
And building up the town again they took it for their living-place. 29And they gave the
town the name of Dan, after Dan their father, who was the son of Israel: though the
town had been named Laish at first. 30 (And the children of Dan put up the pictured
image for themselves; and Jonathan, the son of Gershom, the son ofMoses, and his sons
were priests for the tribe of the Danites till the day when the ark was taken prisoner.)
31And they put up for themselves the image which Micah had made, and it was there
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all the time that the house of God was in Shiloh.

19
1Now in those days, when there was no king in Israel, a certain Levite was living in

the inmost parts of the hill-country of Ephraim, and he got for himself a servant-wife
from Beth-lehem-judah. 2 And his servant-wife was angry with him, and went away
from him to her father's house at Beth-lehem-judah, and was there for four months.
3Then her husband got up andwent after her, with the purpose of talking kindly to her,
and taking her back with him; he had with him his young man and two asses: and she
tookhim intoher father's house, andher father,whenhe sawhim, came forward tohim
with joy. 4Andhis father-in-law, the girl's father, kept him there for three days; and they
had food and drink and took their rest there. 5Now on the fourth day they got up early
in the morning and he made ready to go away; but the girl's father said to his son-in-
law, Take a little food to keep up your strength, and then go on your way. 6 So seating
themselves they had food and drink, the two of them together; and the girl's father said
to theman, If it is your pleasure, take your rest here tonight, and let your heart be glad.
7And the man got up to go away, but his father-in-law would not let him go, so he took
his rest there again for the night. 8Then early on the morning of the fifth day he got up
to go away; but the girl's father said, Keep up your strength; so the two of them had a
meal, and theman and his woman and his servant did not go till after themiddle of the
day. 9And when they got up to go away, his father-in-law, the girl's father, said to him,
Now evening is coming on, so do not go tonight; see, the day is almost gone; take your
rest here and let your heart be glad, and tomorrow early, go on your way back to your
house. 10But themanwould not be kept there that night, and he got up and went away
and came opposite to Jebus (which is Jerusalem); and he had with him the two asses,
ready for travelling, and his woman. 11When they got near Jebus the daywas far gone;
and the servant said to his master, Now let us go from our road into this town of the
Jebusites and take our night's rest there. 12 But his master said to him, We will not go
out of our way into a strange town, whose people are not of the children of Israel; but
we will go on to Gibeah. 13And he said to his servant, Come, let us go on to one of these
places, stopping for the night in Gibeah or Ramah. 14So theywent on theirway; and the
sunwent downwhen theywere near Gibeah in the land of Benjamin. 15And theywent
off the road there with the purpose of stopping for the night in Gibeah: and he went
in, seating himself in the street of the town, for no one took them into his house for the
night. 16Nowwhen it was evening they saw an old man coming back from his work in
the fields; he was from the hill-country of Ephraim and was living in Gibeah: but the
men of the place were Benjamites. 17Andwhen he saw the traveller in the street of the
town, the oldman said, Where are you going? andwhere do you come from? 18And he
said to him, We are on our way from Beth-lehem-judah to the inmost parts of the hill-
country of Ephraim: I came from there andwent to Beth-lehem-judah: now I amonmy
way back tomy house, but nomanwill takeme into his house. 19But we have dry grass
and food for our asses, as well as bread and wine for me, and for the woman, and for
the young man with us: we have no need of anything. 20And the old man said, Peace
be with you; let all your needs be my care; only do not take your rest in the street. 21 So
he took them into his house and gave the asses food; and after washing their feet they
took food and drink. 22While they were taking their pleasure at themeal, the good-for-
nothingmen of the town came round the house, giving blows on the door; and they said
to the old man, the master of the house, Send out that man who came to your house, so
that we may take our pleasure with him. 23 So the man, the master of the house, went
out to them, and said, No,my brothers, do not this evil thing; thismanhas come intomy
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house, and you are not to do him this wrong. 24 See, here is my daughter, a virgin, and
his servant-wife: I will send them out for you to take them and do with themwhatever
youwill. But dono such thing of shame to thisman. 25But themenwouldnot give ear to
him: so the man took his woman and sent her out to them; and they took her by force,
using her for their pleasure all night till the morning; and when dawn came they let
her go. 26 Then at the dawn of day the woman came, and, falling down at the door of
the man's house where her master was, was stretched there till it was light. 27 In the
morning her master got up, and opening the door of the house went out to go on his
way; and he saw his servant-wife stretched on the earth at the door of the house with
her hands on the step. 28And he said to her, Get up and let us be going; but there was
no answer; so he took her up and put her on the ass, and went on his way and came to
his house. 29Andwhen he had come to his house, he got his knife, and took thewoman,
cutting her up bone by bone into twelve parts, which he sent through all Israel. 30And
he gave orders to the men whom he sent, saying, This is what you are to say to all the
men of Israel, Has ever an act like this been done from the day when the children of
Israel came out of Egypt to this day? Give thought to it, turning it over in your minds,
and give your opinion of it.

20
1 Then all the children of Israel took up arms, and the people came together like one

man, from Dan to Beer-sheba, and the land of Gilead, before the Lord at Mizpah. 2And
the chiefs of the people, out of all the tribes of Israel, took their places in the meeting
of the people of God, four hundred thousand footmen armed with swords. 3 (Now the
children of Benjamin had word that the children of Israel had gone up to Mizpah.)
And the children of Israel said, Make clear how this evil thing took place. 4 Then the
Levite, the husband of the dead woman, said in answer, I came to Gibeah in the land
of Benjamin, I and my servant-wife, for the purpose of stopping there for the night.
5 And the townsmen of Gibeah came together against me, going round the house on
all sides by night; it was their purpose to put me to death, and my servant-wife was
violently used by them and is dead. 6 So I took her, cutting her into parts which I sent
through all the country of the heritage of Israel: for they have done an act of shame
in Israel. 7Here you all are, you children of Israel; give now your suggestions about
what is to be done. 8Then all the people got up as one man and said, Not one of us will
go to his tent or go back to his house: 9 But this is what we will do to Gibeah: we will
go up against it by the decision of the Lord; 10 And we will take ten men out of every
hundred, through all the tribes of Israel, a hundred out of every thousand, a thousand
out of every ten thousand, to get food for the people, so that they may give to Gibeah of
Benjamin the right punishment for the act of shame they have done in Israel. 11 So all
the men of Israel were banded together against the town, united like one man. 12And
the tribes of Israel sent men through all the tribe of Benjamin saying, What is this evil
which has been done among you? 13 Now give up those good-for-nothing persons in
Gibeah so that we may put them to death, clearing away the evil from Israel. But the
children of Benjamin would not give ear to the voice of their brothers, the children of
Israel. 14And the children of Benjamin came together from all their towns to Gibeah,
to go to war with the children of Israel. 15And the children of Benjamin who came that
day from the towns were twenty-six thousand men armed with swords, in addition to
the people of Gibeah, numbering seven hundred of the best fighting-men, 16Whowere
left-handed, able to send a stone at a hair without error. 17And the men of Israel, other
than Benjamin, were four hundred thousand in number, all armed with swords; they
were all men of war. 18And they got up and went up to Beth-el to get directions from
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God, and the children of Israel said, Who is to be the first to go up to the fight against
the children of Benjamin? And the Lord said, Judah is to go up first. 19So the children of
Israel got up in the morning and put themselves in position against Gibeah. 20And the
menof Israelwent out towar against Benjamin (and themenof Israel put their forces in
fighting order against themat Gibeah). 21Then the children of Benjamin came out from
Gibeah, cutting down twenty-two thousand of the Israelites that day. 22But the people,
the men of Israel, taking heart again, put their forces in order and took up the same
position as on the first day. 23Now the children of Israel went up, weeping before the
Lord till evening, requesting the Lord and saying, Am I to go forward again to the fight
against the children of Benjamin my brother? And the Lord said, Go up against him.
24 So the children of Israel went forward against the children of Benjamin the second
day. 25And the second day Benjaminwent out against them fromGibeah, cutting down
eighteen thousandmenof the children of Israel, all swordsmen. 26Then all the children
of Israel, and all the people, went up to Beth-el, weeping and waiting there before the
Lord, going without food all day till evening, and offering burned offerings and peace-
offerings before the Lord. 27And the children of Israel made request to the Lord, (for
the ark of the agreement of the Lord was there in those days, 28And Phinehas, the son
of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, was in his place before it,) and said, Am I still to go on
with the fight against the children of Benjamin my brother, or am I to give it up? And
the Lord said, Go on; for tomorrow I will give him into your hands. 29 So Israel put
men secretly all round Gibeah to make a surprise attack on it. 30 And the children of
Israel went up against the children of Benjamin on the third day, and put themselves
in fighting order against Gibeah as before. 31 And the children of Benjamin went out
against the people, moving away from the town; and as before, at their first attack, they
put to death about thirtymen of Israel on the highways, of which one goes up to Beth-el
and the other to Gibeah, and in the open country. 32And the children of Benjamin said,
They are givingwaybeforeus as at first. But the childrenof Israel said, Let us go inflight
and get them away from the town, into the highways. 33 So all the men of Israel got up
and put themselves in fighting order at Baal-tamar: and those who had been waiting
secretly to make a surprise attack came rushing out of their place on the west of Geba.
34And they came in front of Gibeah, ten thousand of the best men in all Israel, and the
fightingbecamemoreviolent; but the childrenofBenjaminwerenot conscious that evil
was coming on them. 35Then the Lord sent sudden fear on Benjamin before Israel; and
that day the children of Israel put to death twenty-five thousand, one hundred men of
Benjamin, all of them swordsmen. 36 So the children of Benjamin saw that they were
overcome: and the men of Israel had given way before Benjamin, putting their faith
in the watchers who were to make the surprise attack on Gibeah. 37And the watchers,
rushing on Gibeah and overrunning it, put all the town to the sword without mercy.
38Now the sign fixed between the men of Israel and those making the surprise attack
was that when they made a pillar of smoke go up from the town, 39 The men of Israel
were to make a turn about in the fight. And Benjamin had overcome and put to death
about thirty of themen of Israel, andwere saying, Certainly they are falling back before
us as in the first fight. 40 Then the sign went up out of the town in the pillar of smoke,
and the Benjamites, turning back, saw all the town going up in smoke to heaven. 41And
themen of Israel hadmade a turn about, and themen of Benjaminwere overcomewith
fear, for they saw that evil had overtaken them. 42 So turning their backs on the men
of Israel, they went in the direction of the waste land; but the fight overtook them; and
those who came out of the townwere heading them off and putting them to the sword.
43And crushing Benjamin down, theywent after them, driving them fromNohah as far
as theeast sideofGibeah. 44Eighteen thousandmenofBenjamincame to theirdeath, all
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strongmenofwar. 45And turning, theywent inflight to the rockofRimmon in thewaste
land: and on the highways five thousand of themwere cut off by themen of Israel, who,
pushing on hard after them to Geba, put to death two thousandmore. 46 So twenty-five
thousand of the swordsmen of Benjamin came to their end that day, all strong men of
war. 47But six hundred men, turning back, went in flight to the rock of Rimmon in the
waste land, and were living on the rock of Rimmon for four months. 48And the men of
Israel, turning again against the children of Benjamin, put to the sword without mercy
all the towns and the cattle and everything there was, burning every townwhich came
into their hands.

21
1Now the men of Israel had taken an oath in Mizpah, saying, Not one of us will give

his daughter as a wife to Benjamin. 2And the people came to Beth-el, waiting there till
evening before God, and gave themselves up to bitter weeping. 3And they said, O Lord,
the God of Israel, why has this fate come on Israel, that today one tribe has been cut off
from Israel? 4 Then on the day after, the people got up early and made an altar there,
offering burned offerings and peace-offerings. 5And the children of Israel said, Who is
there among all the tribes of Israel, who did not come up to the Lord at the meeting of
all Israel? For they had taken a great oath that whoever did not come up to Mizpah to
the Lord was to be put to death. 6And the children of Israel were moved with pity for
Benjamin their brother, saying, Today one tribe has been cut off from Israel. 7What are
we to do about wives for those who are still living? For we have taken an oath by the
Lord that we will not give them our daughters for wives. 8And they said, Which one of
the tribes of Israel did not come up to Mizpah to the Lord? And it was seen that no one
had come from Jabesh-gilead to the meeting. 9 For when the people were numbered,
not one man of the people of Jabesh-gilead was present. 10 So they (the meeting) sent
twelve thousand of the best fighting-men, and gave them orders, saying, Go and put the
people of Jabesh-gilead to the sword without mercy, with their women and their little
ones. 11And this is what you are to do: every male, and every womanwho has had sex
relations with a man, you are to put to the curse, but you are to keep safe the virgins.
And they did so. 12Now there were among the people of Jabesh-gilead four hundred
youngvirginswhohadneverhad sex relationswith aman; these they took to their tents
in Shiloh in the land of Canaan. 13 And all the meeting sent to the men of Benjamin
who were in the rock of Rimmon, offering them peace. 14 Then Benjamin came back;
and they gave them the women whom they had kept from death among the women of
Jabesh-gilead: but still there were not enough for them. 15And the people were moved
with pity for Benjamin, because the Lord had let his wrath loose on the tribes of Israel.
16Then the responsible men of themeeting said,What are we to do about wives for the
rest of them, seeing that the women of Benjamin are dead? 17And they said, How is the
rest of Benjamin to be given offspring so that one tribe of Israel may not be put out of
existence, 18Seeing thatwemaynot give themour daughters aswives? For the children
of Israel had taken an oath, saying, Cursed is he who gives a wife to Benjamin. 19And
they said, See, every year there is a feast of the Lord in Shiloh, which is to the north of
Beth-el, on the east side of the highwaywhich goes up from Beth-el to Shechem, and on
the southof Lebonah. 20And they said to themenofBenjamin, Go into thevine-gardens,
waiting there secretly, 21Andwatching; and if the daughters of Shiloh come out to take
part in the dances, then come from the vine-gardens and take a wife for every one of
you from among the daughters of Shiloh, and go back to the land of Benjamin. 22And
when their fathers or their brothers come and make trouble, you are to say to them,
Give them to us as an act of grace; for we did not take them as wives for ourselves in
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war; and if you yourselves had given them to us you would have been responsible for
the broken oath. 23 So the men of Benjamin did this, and got wives for themselves for
every one of their number, taking them away by force from the dance; then they went
back to their heritage, building up their towns and living in them. 24Then the children
of Israel went away from there, every man to his tribe and his family, every man went
back to his heritage. 25 In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did what
seemed right to him.
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The Book of
Ruth

1Now there camea time, in thedays of the judges,when therewasno food in the land.
And a certain man went from Beth-lehem-judah, he and his wife and his two sons, to
make a living-place in the country of Moab. 2And the name of the man was Elimelech,
and the name of his wife Naomi, and the name of his two sons Mahlon and Chilion,
Ephrathites of Beth-lehem-judah. And they came into the country of Moab, and were
there for some time. 3And Elimelech, Naomi's husband, came to his end; and only her
two sons were with her. 4And they took two women of Moab as their wives: the name
of the one was Orpah, and the name of the other Ruth; and they went on living there
for about ten years. 5And Mahlon and Chilion came to their end; and the woman was
without her two sons and her husband. 6 So she and her daughters-in-law got ready to
go back from the country ofMoab, for newshad come toher in the country ofMoab that
the Lord, in mercy for his people, had given them food. 7And she went out of the place
where she was, and her two daughters-in-law with her; and they went on their way to
go back to the land of Judah. 8And Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, Go back to
your mothers' houses: may the Lord be good to you as you have been good to the dead
and to me: 9May the Lord give you rest in the houses of your husbands. Then she gave
them a kiss; and they were weeping bitterly. 10And they said to her, No, but we will go
back with you to your people. 11But Naomi said, Go back, my daughters; why will you
comewithme? Have Imore sons inmy body, to become your husbands? 12Go back,my
daughters, and go on your way; I am so old now that I may not have another husband.
If I said, I have hopes, if I had a husband tonight, and might have sons, 13Would you
keep yourselves till they were old enough? would you keep from having husbands for
them? No, my daughters; but I am very sad for you that the hand of the Lord is against
me. 14 Then again they were weeping; and Orpah gave her mother-in-law a kiss, but
Ruth would not be parted from her. 15And Naomi said, See, your sister-in-law has gone
back to her people and to her gods: go back after your sister-in-law. 16 But Ruth said,
Give up requesting me to go away from you, or to go back without you: for where you
go I will go; and where you take your rest I will take my rest; your people will be my
people, and your Godmy God. 17Wherever death comes to you, death will come to me,
and there will be my last resting-place; the Lord do so to me andmore if we are parted
by anything but death. 18And when she saw that Ruth was strong in her purpose to go
with her she said no more. 19 So the two of them went on till they came to Beth-lehem.
Andwhen they came to Beth-lehem all the townwasmoved about them, and they said,
Is this Naomi? 20And she said to them, Do not let my name be Naomi, but Mara, for the
Ruler of all has given me a bitter fate. 21 I went out full, and the Lord has sent me back
againwithnothing;whydoyougiveme thenameNaomi, seeing that theLordhas given
witness against me, and the Ruler of all has sent sorrow onme? 22So Naomi came back
out of the country ofMoab, and Ruth theMoabitess, her daughter-in-law, with her; and
they came to Beth-lehem in the first days of the grain-cutting.

2
1 And Naomi had a relation of her husband, a man of wealth, of the family of

Elimelech; and his name was Boaz. 2 And Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi, Now let
me go into the field and take up the heads of grain after him in whose eyes I may have
grace. And she said to her, Go, my daughter. 3And she went, and came and took up the
heads of grain in the field after the cutters; and by chance shewent into that part of the
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field which was the property of Boaz, who was of the family of Elimelech. 4And Boaz
came from Beth-lehem, and said to the grain-cutters, The Lord be with you. And they
made answer, The Lord give you his blessing. 5 Then Boaz said to his servant who was
in authority over the cutters,Whose girl is this? 6And the servantwhowas in authority
over the cutters said, It is aMoabite girlwho camebackwithNaomiout of the countryof
Moab; 7And she said tome, Let me come into the grain-field and take up the grain after
the cutters. So she came, andhas beenhere frommorning till now,without resting even
for a minute. 8 Then said Boaz to Ruth, Give ear to me, my daughter: do not go to take
up the grain in another field, or go away fromhere, but keep here bymy youngwomen:
9Keep your eyes on the field they are cutting, and go after them; have I not given orders
to the youngmennot to put a hand on you? Andwhen you are in need of drink go to the
vessels and take of what the young men have put there. 10Then she went down on her
face to the earth, and said to him,Why have I grace in your eyes, that you give attention
to me, seeing I am from a strange people? 11 And Boaz answering said to her, I have
had news of everything you have done for your mother-in-law after the death of your
husband; how youwent away from your father andmother and the land of your birth,
andcame toapeoplewhoare strange toyou. 12TheLordgiveyoua reward forwhat you
have done, and may a full reward be given to you by the Lord, the God of Israel, under
whose wings you have come to take cover. 13 Then she said, May I have grace in your
eyes, my lord, for you have given me comfort, and you have said kind words to your
servant, though I amnot like one of your servants. 14And atmeal-time Boaz said to her,
Comehere, and take someof the bread, and put your bit into thewine. And she took her
seat among the grain-cutters: and he gave her dry grain, and she took it, and there was
more than enough for her meal. 15And when she got ready to take up the grain, Boaz
gave his young men orders, saying, Let her take it even from among the cut grain, and
say nothing to her. 16And let some heads of grain be pulled out ofwhat has been corded
up, and dropped for her to take, and let no sharp word be said to her. 17 So she went on
getting together the heads of grain till evening; and after crushing out the seed it came
to about an ephah of grain. 18And she took it up andwent into the town; and she let her
mother-in-law see what she had got, and after taking enough for herself she gave her
the rest. 19And her mother-in-law said to her, Where did you take up the grain today,
and where were you working? May a blessing be on him who gave such attention to
you. And she gave her mother-in-law an account of where she had been working, and
said, Thenameof themanwithwhomIwasworking today is Boaz. 20AndNaomi said to
her daughter-in-law, May the blessing of the Lord, who has at all times been kind to the
living and to the dead, be on him. And Naomi said to her, The man is of our family, one
of our near relations. 21And Ruth the Moabitess said, Truly, he said to me, Keep near
my young men till all my grain is cut. 22And Naomi said to Ruth, her daughter-in-law,
It is better, my daughter, for you to go out with his servant-girls, so that no danger may
come to you in another field. 23So she kept near the servant-girls of Boaz to take up the
grain till the cutting of the early grain and the cutting of the late grain were ended; and
she went on living with her mother-in-law.

3
1AndNaomi, hermother-in-law, said toher,Mydaughter, am Inot to get youa resting-

place where you may be in comfort? 2 And now, is there not Boaz, our relation, with
whose young women you were? See, tonight he is separating the grain from the waste
in his grain-floor. 3 So take a bath, and, after rubbing your body with sweet oil, put on
yourbest robe, andgodown to thegrain-floor; but donot let himseeyou till hehas come
to the end of hismeal. 4But see to it, when he goes to rest, that you take note of the place
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where he is sleeping, and go in there, and, uncovering his feet, take your place by him;
and he will say what you are to do. 5And she said, I will do all you say. 6 So she went
down to the grain-floor and did all hermother-in-law had said to her. 7Nowwhen Boaz
had takenmeat and drink, and his heart was glad, he went to take his rest at the end of
the mass of grain; then she came softly and, uncovering his feet, went to rest. 8Now in
the middle of the night, the man awaking from his sleep in fear, and lifting himself up,
sawawoman stretched at his feet. 9Andhe said,Whoare you? And she answering said,
I am your servant Ruth: take your servant aswife, for you are a near relation. 10And he
said, May the Lord give you his blessing,my daughter: even better thanwhat you did at
thefirst is this last kindact youhavedone, innot goingafter youngmen,withorwithout
wealth. 11And now, my daughter, have no fear; I will do for you whatever you say: for
it is clear to all my townspeople that you are a woman of virtue. 12Now it is true that I
am a near relation: but there is a relation nearer than I. 13Take your rest here tonight;
and in the morning, if he will do for you what it is right for a relation to do, very well,
let him do so: but if he will not, then by the living Lord I myself will do so. 14And she
took her rest at his feet till the morning: and she got up before it was light enough for
one to see another. And he said, Let it not come to anyone's knowledge that the woman
came to the grain-floor. 15And he said, Take your robe, stretching it out in your hands:
and she did so, and he took six measures of grain and put them into it, and gave it her
to take: and she went back to the town. 16And when she came back her mother-in-law
said to her, Howdid it gowith you,my daughter? And she gave her an account of all the
man had done to her. 17And she said, He gave me these six measures of grain, saying,
Do not go back to your mother-in-law with nothing in your hands. 18Then she said, Do
nothing now, my daughter, till you see what will come of this; for the man will take no
rest till he has put this thing through.

4
1And Boaz went up to the public place of the town, and took his seat there: and the

near relation of whom he had been talking came by; and Boaz, crying out to him by
name, said, Come and be seated here. And he came and was seated. 2 Then he got ten
of the responsible men of the town, and said, Be seated here. And they took their seats.
3Thenhesaid to thenear relation,Naomi,whohascomeback fromthecountryofMoab,
is offering for a price that bit of land which was our brother Elimelech's: 4And it was
in my mind to give you the chance of taking it, with the approval of those seated here
and of the responsible men of my people. If you are ready to do what it is right for a
relation to do, then do it: but if you will not do it, say so to me now; for there is no one
who has the right to do it but you, and after youmyself. And he said, I will do it. 5Then
Boaz said, On the day when you take this field, you will have to take with it Ruth, the
Moabitess, the wife of the dead, so that youmay keep the name of the dead living in his
heritage. 6 And the near relation said, I am not able to do the relation's part, for fear
of damaging the heritage I have: you may do it in my place, for I am not able to do it
myself. 7Now, in earlier times this was theway in Israel when property was taken over
by a near relation, orwhen therewas a change of owner. Tomake the exchange certain
one man took off his shoe and gave it to the other; and this was a witness in Israel. 8 So
the near relation said to Boaz, Take it for yourself. And he took off his shoe. 9Then Boaz
said to the responsible men and to all the people, You are witnesses today that I have
taken at a price from Naomi all the property which was Elimelech's, and everything
which was Chilion's and Mahlon's. 10 And, further, I have taken Ruth, the Moabitess,
who was the wife of Mahlon, to be mywife, to keep the name of the deadman living in
his heritage, so that his namemay not be cut off from among his countrymen, and from
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the memory of his town: you are witnesses this day. 11And all the people who were in
the public place, and the responsible men, said, We are witnesses. May the Lord make
this woman, who is about to come into your house, like Rachel and Leah, which two
were the builders of the house of Israel: andmay you havewealth in Ephrathah, and be
great inBeth-lehem; 12Mayyour familybe like the family of Perez, the sonwhomTamar
gave to Judah, from the offspring which the Lord may give you by this young woman.
13So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife; and hewent in to her, and the Lordmade
her with child and she gave birth to a son. 14And the women said to Naomi, A blessing
on the Lord, who has not let you be this day without a near relation, andmay his name
be great in Israel. 15Hewill be a giver of new life to you, and your comforter when you
are old, for your daughter-in-law,who, in her love for you, is better than seven sons, has
given birth to him. 16AndNaomi took the child and put her arms round it, and she took
care of it. 17And the women who were her neighbours gave it a name, saying, Naomi
has a child; and they gave him the name of Obed: he is the father of Jesse, the father of
David. 18Now these are the generations of Perez: Perez became the father of Hezron;
19And Hezron became the father of Ram, and Ram became the father of Amminadab;
20And Amminadab became the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon became the father of
Salmon; 21And Salmonbecame the father of Boaz, and Boaz became the father of Obed;
22And Obed became the father of Jesse, and Jesse became the father of David.
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The First Book of Samuel
1 Now there was a certain man of Ramathaim, a Zuphite of the hill-country of

Ephraim, named Elkanah; he was the son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu,
the son of Zuph, an Ephraimite: 2 And he had two wives, one named Hannah and
the other Peninnah: and Peninnah was the mother of children, but Hannah had no
children. 3 Now this man went up from his town every year to give worship and to
make offerings to the Lord of armies in Shiloh. And the two sons of Eli, Hophni and
Phinehas, the priests of the Lord, were there. 4And when the day came for Elkanah to
make his offering, he gave to Peninnah hiswife, and to all her sons and daughters, their
part of the feast: 5 But to Hannah he gave one part, though Hannah was very dear to
him, but the Lord had not let her have children. 6 And the other wife did everything
possible to make her unhappy, because the Lord had not let her have children; 7 And
year by year, whenever she went up to the house of the Lord, she kept on attacking her,
so that Hannah gave herself up toweeping andwould take no food. 8Thenher husband
Elkanah said to her, Hannah, why are you weeping? and why are you taking no food?
why is your heart troubled? am I not more to you than ten sons? 9 So after they had
taken food and wine in the guest room, Hannah got up. Now Eli the priest was seated
by the pillars of the doorway of the Temple of the Lord. 10 And with grief in her soul,
weeping bitterly, she made her prayer to the Lord. 11And she made an oath, and said,
O Lord of armies, if you will truly take note of the sorrow of your servant, not turning
away from me but keeping me in mind, and will give me a man-child, then I will give
him to the Lord all the days of his life, and his hair will never be cut. 12Now while she
was a long time in prayer before the Lord, Eli waswatching hermouth. 13ForHannah's
prayer came from her heart, and though her lips were moving she made no sound: so
it seemed to Eli that she was overcome with wine. 14And Eli said to her, How long are
you going to be theworse for drink? Put away the effects of yourwine from you. 15And
Hannah, answering him, said, No, my lord, I am a woman whose spirit is broken with
sorrow: I have not takenwine or strong drink, but I have been openingmyheart before
the Lord. 16Do not take your servant to be a good-for-nothing woman: for my words
have come frommy stored-up sorrow and pain. 17Then Eli said to her, Go in peace: and
may the God of Israel give you an answer to the prayer you have made to him. 18And
she said, May your servant have grace in your eyes. So thewomanwent away, and took
part in the feast, and her face was no longer sad. 19And early in the morning they got
up, andafterworshippingbefore theLord theywent back toRamah, to their house: and
Elkanah had connection with his wife; and the Lord kept her in mind. 20Now the time
came when Hannah, being with child, gave birth to a son; and she gave him the name
Samuel, Because, she said, I made a prayer to the Lord for him. 21And theman Elkanah
with all his family went up to make the year's offering to the Lord, and to give effect to
his oath. 22But Hannah did not go, for she said to her husband, I will not go till the child
has been taken from the breast, and then Iwill take himwithmeandput himbefore the
Lord, where he may be for ever. 23And her husband Elkanah said to her, Do whatever
seems right to you, but not till you have taken him from the breast; only may the Lord
do as he has said. So thewoman,waiting there, gave her sonmilk till hewas old enough
to be taken from the breast. 24Then when she had done so, she took himwith her, with
a three-year old ox and an ephah of meal and a skin full of wine, and took him to the
house of the Lord at Shiloh: now the child was still very young. 25And when they had
made an offering of the ox, they took the child to Eli. 26And she said, Omy lord, as your
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soul is living, my lord, I am that woman who was making a prayer to the Lord here by
your side: 27My prayer was for this child; and the Lord has given him to me in answer
tomy request: 28So I have given him to the Lord; for all his life he is the Lord's. Then he
gave the Lord worship there.

2
1AndHannah, in prayer before the Lord, said,Myheart is glad in the Lord,myhorn is

lifted up in the Lord: mymouth is open wide over my haters; because my joy is in your
salvation. 2No other is holy as the Lord, for there is no other God but you: there is no
Rock like our God. 3 Say nomore words of pride; let not uncontrolled sayings come out
of yourmouths: for the Lord is a God of knowledge, by him acts are judged. 4The bows
of the men of war are broken, and the feeble are clothed with strength. 5 Those who
were full are offering themselves as servants for bread; those who were in need are at
rest; truly, she who had no children has become the mother of seven; and she who had
a family is wasted with sorrow. 6 The Lord is the giver of death and life: sending men
down to the underworld and lifting themup. 7The Lord gives wealth and takes aman's
goods fromhim: crushingmen down and again lifting themup; 8Lifting the poor out of
the dust, and himwho is in need out of the lowest place, to give them their place among
rulers, and for their heritage the seat of glory: for the pillars of the earth are the Lord's
and he has made them the base of the world. 9He will keep the feet of his holy ones,
but the evil-doers will come to their end in the dark night, for by strength no man will
overcome. 10Thosewhomakewar against the Lordwill be broken; against themhewill
send his thunder from heaven: the Lord will be judge of the ends of the earth, he will
give strength to his king, lifting up the horn of him on whom the holy oil has been put.
11 Then Elkanah went to Ramah to his house. And the child became the servant of the
Lord under the direction of Eli the priest. 12Now the sons of Eli were evil and good-for-
nothingmen, having no knowledge of the Lord. 13And the priests' way with the people
was this: when anymanmade an offering, the priest's servant camewhile the fleshwas
being cooked, having in his hand a meat-hook with three teeth; 14 This he put into the
pot, and everything which came up on the hook the priest took for himself. This they
did in Shiloh to all the Israelites who came there. 15And more than this, before the fat
was burned, the priest's servant would come and say to the man who was making the
offering, Give me some of the flesh to be cooked for the priest; he has no taste for meat
cooked in water, but would have you give it uncooked. 16 And if the man said to him,
First let the fat be burned, then take as much as you will; then the servant would say,
No, you are to give it to me now, or I will take it by force. 17And the sin of these young
men was very great before the Lord; for they gave no honour to the Lord's offerings.
18But Samuel did the work of the Lord's house, while he was a child, dressed in a linen
ephod. 19And hismothermade him a little robe and took it to him every yearwhen she
came with her husband for the year's offering. 20And every year Eli gave Elkanah and
his wife a blessing, saying, May the Lord give you offspring by this woman in exchange
for the child you have given to the Lord. And they went back to their house. 21And the
LordhadmercyonHannahand shegavebirth to three sonsand twodaughters. And the
young Samuel became older before the Lord. 22Now Eli was very old; and he had news
from time to time of what his sons were doing to all Israel. 23And he said to them,Why
areyoudoing such things? for fromall this people I get accounts of yourevilways. 24No,
my sons, the account which is given me, which the Lord's people are sending about, is
not good. 25 If oneman doeswrong to another, Godwill be his judge: but if aman's sin is
against the Lord, who will take up his cause? But they gave no attention to the voice of
their father, for it was the Lord's purpose to send destruction on them. 26And the young
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Samuel, becoming older, had the approval of the Lord and of men. 27And aman of God
came toEli andsaid tohim, TheLordsays,Did I letmyselfbe seenbyyour father'speople
when they were in Egypt, servants in Pharaoh's house? 28Did I take him out of all the
tribes of Israel to bemypriest and to goup tomyaltar tomake the smokeof the offerings
go up and to take up the ephod? Did I give to your father's family all the offeringsmade
by fire by the children of Israel? 29Why then are you lookingwith envy onmy offerings
of meat and of meal which were ordered bymyword, honouring your sons before me,
and making yourselves fat with all the best of the offerings of Israel, my people? 30 For
this reason the Lord God of Israel has said, Truly I did say that your family and your
father's people would have their place beforeme for ever: but now the Lord says, Let it
not be so; I will give honour to those by whom I am honoured, and those who have no
respect for mewill be of small value inmy eyes. 31 See, the days are coming when your
arm and the arm of your father's people will be cut off; 32And never againwill there be
an oldman in your family. 33But oneman of your familywill not be cut off bymy hand,
and his eyes will be made dark, and grief will be in his heart: and all the offspring of
your family will come to their end by the sword of men. 34And this will be the sign to
you, which will come on Hophni and Phinehas, your sons; death will overtake them on
the same day. 35And I will make a true priest for myself, one who will do what is in my
heart and in mymind: and I will make for him a family which will not come to an end;
and his place will be before my holy one for ever. 36Then it will be that the rest of your
family, anyone who has not been cut off, will go down on his knees to him for a bit of
silver or a bit of bread, and say, Be pleased to put me into one of the priest's places so
that I may have a little food.

3
1Now the young Samuelwas the servant of the Lord before Eli. In those days the Lord

kept his word secret from men; there was no open vision. 2And at that time, when Eli
was resting in his place, (nowhis eyeswere becoming clouded so that hewas not able to
see,) 3And the light of God was still burning, while Samuel was sleeping in the Temple
of the Lord where the ark of God was, 4The voice of the Lord said Samuel's name; and
he said, Here am I. 5And running to Eli he said, Here am I, for you said my name. And
Eli said, I did not say your name; go to your rest again. So hewent back to his bed. 6And
again the Lord said, Samuel. And Samuel got up andwent to Eli and said, Here am I; for
you certainly said my name. But he said in answer, I said nothing, my son; go to your
rest again. 7Now at that time Samuel had no knowledge of the Lord, and the revelation
of the word of the Lord had not come to him. 8 And for the third time the Lord said
Samuel's name. Andhe got up andwent to Eli and said, Here am I; for you certainly said
myname. Then itwas clear to Eli that the voicewhich had said the child's namewas the
Lord's. 9 So Eli said to Samuel, Go back: and if the voice comes again, let your answer
be, Say on, Lord; for the ears of your servant are open. So Samuel went back to his bed.
10Then the Lord came and said as before, Samuel, Samuel. Then Samuel made answer,
Say on, Lord; for the ears of your servant are open. 11And the Lord said to Samuel, See,
I will do a thing in Israel at which the ears of everyone hearing of it will be burning.
12 In that day I will do to Eli everything which I have said about his family, from first to
last. 13And you are to say to him that I will send punishment on his family for ever, for
the sinwhich he had knowledge of; because his sons have been cursing God and he had
no control over them. 14 So I have made an oath to the family of Eli that no offering of
meat or of meal which they may make will ever take away the sin of his family. 15And
Samuel kept where he was, not moving till the time came for opening the doors of the
house of God in themorning. And fear kept him fromgiving Eli an account of his vision.
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16Then Eli said, Samuel, my son. And Samuel answering said, Here am I. 17And he said,
What did the Lord say to you? Do not keep it from me: may God's punishment be on
you if you keep fromme anything he said to you. 18Then Samuel gave him an account
of everything, keeping nothing back. And he said, It is the Lord; let him do what seems
good to him. 19And Samuel became older, and the Lordwaswith him and let not one of
his words bewithout effect. 20And it was clear to all Israel fromDan to Beer-sheba that
Samuel had beenmade a prophet of the Lord. 21And the Lordwas seen again in Shiloh;
for the Lord gave to Samuel in Shiloh the revelation of his word.

4
1Now at that time the Philistines came together to make war against Israel, and the

men of Israel went out to war against the Philistines and took up their position at the
side of Eben-ezer: and the Philistines put their forces in position in Aphek. 2 And the
Philistines put their forces in order against Israel, and the fighting was hard, and Israel
was overcome by the Philistines, who put to the sword about four thousand of their
army in the field. 3And when the people came back to their tents, the responsible men
of Israel said, Why has the Lord let the Philistines overcome us today? Let us get the
ark of the Lord's agreement here from Shiloh, so that it may be with us and give us
salvation from the hands of those who are against us. 4 So the people sent to Shiloh
and got the ark of the agreement of the Lord of armies whose resting-place is between
the winged ones; and Hophni and Phinehas, the two sons of Eli, were there with the
ark of God's agreement. 5 And when the ark of the Lord's agreement came into the
tent-circle, all Israel gave a great cry, so that the earth was sounding with it. 6And the
Philistines, hearing the noise of their cry, said, What is this great cry among the tents
of the Hebrews? Then it became clear to them that the ark of the Lord had come to the
tent-circle. 7 And the Philistines, full of fear, said, God has come into their tents. And
they said, Trouble is ours! for never before has such a thing been seen. 8 Trouble is
ours! Whowill give us salvation from the hands of these great gods? These are the gods
who sent all sorts of blows on the Egyptians in thewaste land. 9Be strong, O Philistines,
bemen! Do not be servants to the Hebrews as they have been to you: go forward to the
fight without fear. 10 So the Philistines went to the fight, and Israel was overcome, and
every man went in flight to his tent: and great was the destruction, for thirty thousand
footmen of Israel were put to the sword. 11And the ark of God was taken; and Hophni
and Phinehas, the sons of Eli, were put to the sword. 12 And a man of Benjamin went
running from the fight and came to Shiloh the same day with his clothing out of order
and earth on his head. 13And when he came, Eli was seated by the wayside watching:
and in his heart was fear for the ark of God. Andwhen theman came into the town and
gave the news, therewas a great outcry. 14And Eli, hearing the noise and the cries, said,
What is the reason of this outcry? And the man came quickly and gave the news to Eli.
15Now Eli was ninety-eight years old, and his eyes were fixed so that he was not able to
see. 16And theman said to Eli, I have come from the army andhave come in flight today
from the fight. And he said, How did it go, my son? 17 And the man said, Israel went
in flight from the Philistines, and there has been great destruction among the people,
and your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead, and the ark of God has been taken.
18And at thesewords about the ark of God, Eli, falling back off his seat by the side of the
doorway into the town, came down on the earth so that his neck was broken and death
overtookhim, for hewas anoldmanandof greatweight. Hehadbeen judging Israel for
forty years. 19And his daughter-in-law, the wife of Phinehas, was with child and near
the time when she would give birth; and when she had the news that the ark of God
had been taken and that her father-in-law and her husbandwere dead, her pains came
on her suddenly and she gave birth. 20And when she was very near death the women
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who were with her said, Have no fear, for you have given birth to a son. But she made
no answer and gave no attention to it. 21And she gave the child the name of Ichabod,
saying, The glory has gone from Israel: because the ark of God was taken and because
of her father-in-law and her husband. 22And she said, The glory is gone from Israel, for
the ark of God has been taken.

5
1Now the Philistines, having taken the ark of God, took it with them from Eben-ezer

to Ashdod. 2 They took the ark of God into the house of Dagon and put it by the side of
Dagon. 3Andwhen thepeopleofAshdodgotupearlyon themorningafter, they sawthat
Dagon had come down to the earth on his face before the ark of the Lord. And they took
Dagon up and put him in his place again. 4Andwhen they got up early on the morning
after, Dagon had come down to the earth on his face before the ark of the Lord; and his
head and his hands were broken off on the doorstep; only the base was in its place. 5So
to this day no priest of Dagon, or any who come into Dagon's house, will put his foot on
the doorstep of the house of Dagon in Ashdod. 6But the hand of the Lord was hard on
the people of Ashdod and he sent disease on them through all the country of Ashdod.
7And when the men of Ashdod saw how it was, they said, Let not the ark of the God of
Israel be with us, for his hand is hard on us and on Dagon our god. 8 So they sent for all
the lords of the Philistines to come together there, and said, What are we to dowith the
ark of the God of Israel? And their answer was, Let the ark of the God of Israel be taken
away to Gath. So they took the ark of the God of Israel away. 9But after they had taken
it away, the hand of the Lordwas stretched out against the town for its destruction: and
the signs of disease came out on all the men of the town, small and great. 10 So they
sent the ark of God to Ekron. Andwhen the ark of God came to Ekron, the people of the
town made an outcry, saying, They have sent the ark of the God of Israel to us for the
destruction of us and of our people. 11 So they sent and got together all the lords of the
Philistines, and they said, Send away the ark of the God of Israel, and let it go back to its
place, so that it may not be the cause of death to us and to our people: for there was a
great fear of death through all the town; the hand of God was very hard on them there.
12And those men who were not overtaken by death were cruelly diseased: and the cry
of the townwent up to heaven.

6
1Now the ark of the Lordwas in the country of the Philistines for sevenmonths. 2And

the Philistines sent for the priests and those who were wise in secret arts, and said to
them, What are we to do with the ark of the Lord? How are we to send it away to its
place? 3 And they said, If you send away the ark of the God of Israel, do not send it
without an offering, but send him a sin-offeringwith it: then youwill have peace again,
and itwill be clear toyouwhy theweight ofhishandhasnotbeen lifted fromyou. 4Then
theysaid,What sin-offeringarewe to send tohim? And theysaid, Fivegold imagesof the
growths caused by your disease and five goldmice, one for every lord of the Philistines:
for the same disease came on you and on your lords. 5 So make images of the growths
causedby your disease andof themicewhich are damaging your land; and give glory to
the God of Israel: it may be that the weight of his handwill be lifted from you and from
your gods and from your land. 6Why do you make your hearts hard, like the hearts
of Pharaoh and the Egyptians? When he had made sport of them, did they not let the
people go, and they went away? 7 So now, take and make ready a new cart, and two
cows which have never come under the yoke, and have the cows yoked to the cart, and
take their young ones away from them: 8And put the ark of the Lord on the cart, and
the gold images which you are sending as a sin-offering in a chest by its side; and send
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it away so that itmay go. 9 If it goes by the land of Israel to Beth-shemesh, then this great
evil is his work; but if not, then we may be certain that the evil was not his doing, but
was the working of chance. 10 And the men did so; they took two cows, yoking them
to the cart and shutting up their young ones in their living-place: 11 And they put the
ark of the Lord on the cart and the chest with the gold images. 12And the cows took the
straight way, by the road to Beth-shemesh; theywent by the highway, not turning to the
right or to the left, and the sound of their voices was clear on the road; and the lords of
the Philistines went after them as far as the edge of Beth-shemesh. 13And the people of
Beth-shemesh were cutting their grain in the valley, and lifting up their eyes they saw
thearkandwere full of joywhen they saw it. 14And the cart came into thefieldof Joshua
the Beth-shemite, and came to a stop there by a great stone: and cutting up the wood of
the cart they made a burned offering of the cows to the Lord. 15 Then the Levites took
down the ark of the Lord and the chest inwhichwere the gold images, and put them on
the great stone: and themenof Beth-shemeshmadeburnedofferings and gaveworship
thatdaybefore theLord. 16And thefive lordsof thePhilistines, having seen it,wentback
to Ekron the same day. 17Now these are the gold images which the Philistines sent as a
sin-offering to the Lord; one for Ashdod, one for Gaza, one for Ashkelon, one for Gath,
one for Ekron; 18And the gold mice, one for every town of the Philistines, the property
of the five lords, walled towns aswell as country places: and the great stonewhere they
put the ark of the Lord is still in the field of Joshua the Beth-shemite to this day. 19But
theLord sent destructionon seventymenof thepeople ofBeth-shemesh for looking into
the ark of the Lord; and great was the sorrow of the people for the destruction which
the Lord had sent on them. 20And the men of Beth-shemesh said, Who is able to keep
his place before the Lord, this holy God? and to whommay he go from us? 21And they
sent men to the people living in Kiriath-jearim, saying, The Philistines have sent back
the ark of the Lord; come and take it up to your country.

7
1 So the men of Kiriath-jearim came and took the ark of the Lord to the house of

Abinadab in Gibeah, and they made his son Eleazar holy and put the ark in his care.
2 And the ark was in Kiriath-jearim for a long time, as much as twenty years: and all
Israel was searching after the Lord with weeping. 3 Then Samuel said to all Israel, If
with all your hearts you would come back to the Lord, then put away all the strange
gods and the Astartes from among you, and let your hearts be turned to the Lord, and
be servants tohimonly: andhewillmakeyou safe from thehandsof thePhilistines. 4So
the children of Israel gave up theworship of Baal andAstarte, and becameworshippers
of the Lord only. 5 Then Samuel said, Let all Israel come to Mizpah and I will make
prayer to the Lord for you. 6 So they came together to Mizpah, and got water, draining
it out before the Lord, and they took no food that day, and they said, We have done
evil against the Lord. And Samuel was judge of the children of Israel in Mizpah. 7Now
when the Philistines had news that the children of Israel had come together at Mizpah,
the lords of the Philistines went up against Israel. And the children of Israel, hearing
of it, were full of fear. 8 And the children of Israel said to Samuel, Go on crying to the
Lord our God for us to make us safe from the hands of the Philistines. 9 And Samuel
took a young lamb, offering all of it as a burned offering to the Lord; and Samuel made
prayers to the Lord for Israel and the Lord gave him an answer. 10And while Samuel
was offering the burned offering, the Philistines came near for the attack on Israel; but
at the thunder of the Lord's voice that day the Philistines were overcomewith fear, and
they gave way before Israel. 11And the men of Israel went out from Mizpah and went
after the Philistines, attacking them till they came under Beth-car. 12Then Samuel took
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a stone and put it up between Mizpah and Jeshanah, naming it Eben-ezer, and saying,
Up to now the Lord has been our help. 13 So the Philistines were overcome, and did not
come into the country of Israel again: and all the days of Samuel the hand of the Lord
was against the Philistines. 14And the townswhich the Philistines had takenwere given
back to Israel, fromEkron toGath, andall the country round themIsraelmade free from
the power of the Philistines. And there was peace between Israel and the Amorites.
15And Samuel was judge of Israel all the days of his life. 16From year to year hewent in
turn to Beth-el and Gilgal andMizpah, judging Israel in all those places. 17And his base
was at Ramah, where his house was; there hewas judge of Israel and there hemade an
altar to the Lord.

8
1Now when Samuel was old, he made his sons judges over Israel. 2 The name of his

first son was Joel and the name of his second Abijah: they were judges in Beer-sheba.
3Andhis sons did not go in hisways, butmoved by the love ofmoney took rewards, and
were not upright in judging. 4 Then all the responsible men of Israel got together and
went to Samuel at Ramah, 5And said to him, See now, you are old, and your sons do not
go in your ways: give us a king now to be our judge, so that we may be like the other
nations. 6But Samuel was not pleased when they said to him, Give us a king to be our
judge. And Samuel made prayer to the Lord. 7And the Lord said to Samuel, Give ear to
the voice of the people andwhat they say to you: they have not been turned away from
you, but they have been turned away from me, not desiring me to be king over them.
8As they have done from the first, from the day when I took them out of Egypt till this
day, turning away fromme and worshipping other gods, so now they are acting in the
sameway to you. 9Give ear now to their voice: but make a serious protest to them, and
give themapictureof the sort of kingwhowill be their ruler. 10AndSamuel saidall these
words of the Lord to the peoplewhowere desiring a king. 11Andhe said, This is the sort
of king who will be your ruler: he will take your sons and make them his servants, his
horsemen, and drivers of his war-carriages, and they will go running before his war-
carriages; 12And he will make them captains of thousands and of fifties; some he will
put to work ploughing and cutting his grain and making his instruments of war and
building hiswar-carriages. 13Your daughters hewill take to bemakers of perfumes and
cooks and bread-makers. 14He will take your fields and your vine-gardens and your
olive-gardens, all the best of them, and give them to his servants. 15Hewill take a tenth
of your seed and of the fruit of your vines and give it to his servants. 16He will take
your men-servants and your servant-girls, and the best of your oxen and your asses
and put them to his work. 17 He will take a tenth of your sheep: and you will be his
servants. 18Then youwill be crying out because of your king whom you have taken for
yourselves; but the Lord will not give you an answer in that day. 19But the people gave
no attention to the voice of Samuel; and they said, No, but we will have a king over us,
20 So that we may be like the other nations, and so that our king may be our judge and
go out before us to war. 21 Then Samuel, after hearing all the people had to say, went
and gave an account of it to the Lord. 22And the Lord said to Samuel, Give ear to their
voice and make a king for them. Then Samuel said to the men of Israel, Let every man
go back to his town.

9
1Now therewas aman of Benjamin namedKish, the son of Abiel, the son of Zeror, the

son of Becorath, the son of Aphiah, a Benjamite, aman of wealth. 2He had a son named
Saul, a specially good-looking young man; there was no one better-looking among the
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children of Israel: he was taller by a head than any other of the people. 3Now the asses
of Saul's father Kish had gone wandering away. And Kish said to his son Saul, Take one
of the servantswith you, and get up and go in search of the asses. 4So theywent through
the hill-country of Ephraim and through the land of Shalishah, but they saw no sign of
them: then they went through the land of Shaalim, but they were not there: and they
went through the landof theBenjamites, but theydidnot comeacross them. 5Andwhen
they had come to the land of Zuph, Saul said to the servantwhowaswith him, Come, let
us go back, or my father may give up caring about the asses and be troubled about us.
6But the servant said to him, See now, in this town there is a man of God, who is highly
honoured, and everything he says comes true: let us go there now; itmay be that hewill
give us directions about our journey. 7Then Saul said to his servant, But if we go, what
arewe to take theman? all our bread is gone, andwehavenooffering to take to theman
of God: what are we to do? 8But the servant said in answer, I have here a fourth part of
a shekel of silver: I will give that to theman of God, and hewill give us directions about
our way. 9 (In the past in Israel, when a man went to get directions from God, he said,
Come let us go to the Seer, for hewhonow is named Prophetwas in those days given the
name of Seer.) 10 Then Saul said to his servant, You have said well; come, let us go. So
they went to the town where the man of God was. 11And when they were on the way
up to the town, they saw some young girls going out to get water and said to them, Is
the seer here? 12 And they said, He is; in fact he is before you: go quickly now, for he
has come into the town today, for the people are making an offering in the high place
today: 13When you come into the town you will see him straight away, before he goes
up to the high place for the feast: the people are waiting for his blessing before starting
the feast, and after that the guests will take part in it. So go up now and you will see
him. 14So theywent up to the town, andwhen they came inside the town, Samuel came
face to face with them on his way to the high place. 15Now the day before Saul came,
the word of God had come to Samuel, saying, 16 Tomorrow about this time I will send
you a man from the land of Benjamin, and on him you are to put the holy oil, making
him ruler over my people Israel, and he will make my people safe from the hands of
the Philistines: for I have seen the sorrow of my people, whose cry has come up to me.
17Andwhen Samuel saw Saul, the Lord said to him, This is theman of whom I gave you
word! he it is who is to have authority overmy people. 18Then Saul came up to Samuel
in the doorway of the town and said, Give me directions, if you will be so good, to the
house of the seer. 19Then Samuel said to Saul, I am the seer; go up beforeme to the high
place and take food with me today: and in the morning I will let you go, after opening
to you all the secrets of your heart. 20As for your asses which have beenwandering for
three days, give no thought to them, for they have come back. And for whom are all
the desired things in Israel? are they not for you and your father's family? 21And Saul
said, Am I not a man of Benjamin, the smallest of all the tribes of Israel? andmy family
the least of the families of Benjamin? why then do you say these words to me? 22Then
Samuel took Saul and his servant into the guest room, and made them take the chief
place among all the guests who were there, about thirty persons. 23 And Samuel said
to the cook, Give me that part which I gave you orders to keep by you. 24And the cook
took up the leg with the fat tail on it, and put it before Saul. And Samuel said, This is the
part which has been kept for you: take it as your part of the feast; because it has been
kept for you till the right time came and till the guests were present. So that day Saul
took food with Samuel. 25And when they had come down from the high place into the
town,where a bedwasmade ready for Saul, hewent to rest. 26And about dawn Samuel
said to Saul on the roof, Get up so that I may send you away. So Saul got up, and he and
Samuelwent out together. 27Andon theirway down to the end of the town, Samuel said
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to Saul, Give your servant orders to go on in front of us, (so he went on,) but you keep
here, so that I may give you the word of God.

10
1ThenSamuel took thebottle of oil, andput theoil onhis headandgavehimakiss and

said, Is not the Lordwith the holy oil making you ruler over Israel, his people? and you
will have authority over the people of the Lord, and you will make them safe from the
hands of their attackers round about them, and thiswill be the sign for you: 2When you
have gone away from me today, you will see two men by the resting-place of Rachel's
body, in the land of Benjamin at Zelzah; and they will say to you, The asses which you
went in search of have come back, and now your father, caring no longer for the asses,
is troubled about you, saying, What am I to do about my son? 3 Then you are to go on
from there, and when you come to the oak-tree of Tabor, you will see three men going
up to God to Beth-el, one havingwith him three young goats and another three cakes of
bread and another a skin full of wine: 4 They will say, Peace be with you, and will give
you two cakes of bread, which you are to take from them. 5After that you will come to
Gibeah, the hill of God, where an armed force of the Philistines is stationed: and when
you come to the town, youwill see a band of prophets coming down from the high place
with instruments ofmusic before them; and theywill be acting like prophets: 6And the
spirit of theLordwill comeonyouwithpower, andyouwill be acting like aprophetwith
them, and will be changed into another man. 7And when these signs come to you, see
that you take the chance which is offered you; for God is with you. 8Then you are to go
down beforeme to Gilgal, where I will come to you, for the offering of burned offerings
andpeace-offerings: go onwaiting there for sevendays till I come toyouandmake clear
to youwhat you have to do. 9And it came about, that when hewent away from Samuel,
God gave him a changed heart: and all those signs took place that day. 10 And when
they came to Gibeah, a band of prophets came face to face with him; and the spirit of
God came on him with power and he took his place among them as a prophet. 11Now
when Saul's old friends saw him among the band of prophets, the people said to one
another, What has come to Saul, the son of Kish? Is even Saul among the prophets?
12 And one of the people of that place said in answer, And who is their father? So it
became a common saying, Is even Saul among the prophets? 13Then going away from
the prophets, he came to the house. 14And Saul's father's brother said to him and his
servant,Where have you been? And he said, Searching for the asses: andwhenwe saw
no sign of them, we came to Samuel. 15Then he said, And what did Samuel say to you?
16And Saul, answering him, said, He gave us word that the asses had come back. But
he said nothing to him of Samuel's words about the kingdom. 17 Then Samuel sent for
the people to come together before the Lord atMizpah; 18And he said to the children of
Israel, The Lord, the God of Israel, has said, I took Israel out of Egypt, andmade you free
from thehands of the Egyptians and fromall the kingdomswhich kept youdown: 19But
today you are turned away from your God, who himself has been your saviour from all
your troubles and sorrows; and you have said to him, Put a king over us. So now, take
your places before the Lord by your tribes and by your thousands. 20 So Samuel made
all the tribes of Israel come near, and the tribe of Benjaminwas taken. 21Then hemade
the tribe of Benjamin come near by families, and the family of the Matrites was taken:
and from them, Saul, the son of Kish, was taken: but when they went in search of him
he was nowhere to be seen. 22 So they put another question to the Lord, Is the man
present here? And the answer of the Lordwas, He is keeping himself from view among
the goods. 23So they went quickly andmade him come out; andwhen he took his place
among the people, he was taller by a head than any of the people. 24And Samuel said
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to all the people, Do you see the man of the Lord's selection, how there is no other like
him among all the people? And all the people with loud cries said, Long life to the king!
25Then Samuel gave the people the laws of the kingdom, writing them in a book which
he put in a safe place before the Lord. And Samuel sent all the people away, every man
to his house. 26And Saul went to Gibeah, to his house; and with him went the men of
war whose hearts had been touched by God. 27 But certain good-for-nothing persons
said, How is this man to be our saviour? And having no respect for him, they gave him
no offering.

11
1 Then about a month after this, Nahash the Ammonite came up and put his forces

in position for attacking Jabesh-gilead: and all the men of Jabesh said to Nahash, Make
an agreement with us and we will be your servants. 2And Nahash the Ammonite said
to them, I will make an agreement with you on this condition, that all your right eyes
are put out; so that I may make it a cause of shame to all Israel. 3 Then the responsible
men of Jabesh said to him, Give us seven days, so that we may send men to every part
of Israel: and then, if no one comes to our help, we will come out to you. 4 So they sent
representatives to Saul's town Gibeah, and these gave the news to the people: and all
the people gave themselves to weeping. 5 Now Saul came from the field, driving the
oxen before him; and he said, Why are the people weeping? And they gave him word
of what the men of Jabesh had said. 6 And at their words, the spirit of God came on
Saul with power, and he became very angry. 7And he took two oxen and, cutting them
up, sent them through all the land of Israel by the hand of runners, saying, If any man
does not come out after Saul and Samuel, this will be done to his oxen. And the fear
of the Lord came on the people and they came out like one man. 8 And he had them
numbered in Bezek: the children of Israel were three hundred thousand, and the men
of Judah thirty thousand. 9 Then he said to the representatives who had come, Say to
themen of Jabesh-gilead, Tomorrow, by the time the sun is high, youwill bemade safe.
And the representatives came and gave the news to the men of Jabesh; and they were
glad. 10So themenof Jabesh said, Tomorrowwewill comeout to you, and youmaydo to
us whatever seems good to you. 11Now on the day after, Saul put the people into three
bands, and in the morning watch they came to the tents of the Ammonites, and they
went on attacking them till the heat of the day: and those who were not put to death
were put to flight in every direction, so that no two of them were together. 12And the
people said to Samuel, Who was it who said, Is Saul to be our king? give the men up, so
thatwemayput themtodeath. 13AndSaul said,Not aman is tobeput todeath today: for
today theLordhasmade Israel safe. 14ThenSamuel said to thepeople, Come, let us go to
Gilgal and theremake the kingdom strong in the hands of Saul. 15So all the peoplewent
to Gilgal; and there in Gilgal they made Saul king before the Lord; and peace-offerings
were offered before the Lord; and there Saul and all the men of Israel were glad with
great joy.

12
1And Samuel said to all Israel, You see that I have given ear to everything you said to

me, and havemade a king over you. 2And now, see, the king is before you: and I am old
and grey-headed, and my sons are with you: I have been living before your eyes from
my early days till now. 3Here I am: give witness against me before the Lord and before
theman onwhomhe has put the holy oil: whose ox or ass have I taken? towhomhave I
beenuntrue? whohasbeencrusheddownbyme? fromwhosehandhave I takenaprice
for the blinding ofmy eyes? Iwill give it all back to you. 4And they said, You have never
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been untrue to us or cruel to us; you have taken nothing from anyman. 5Then he said,
The Lord iswitness against you, and theman onwhomhehas put the holy oil iswitness
this day that you have seen nowrong inme. And they said, He is witness. 6And Samuel
said to thepeople, TheLord iswitness,whogaveauthority toMosesandAaron, andwho
took your fathers up out of the land of Egypt. 7Keep your places now,while I take up the
argument with you before the Lord, and give you the story of the righteousness of the
Lord, which he hasmade clear by his acts to you and to your fathers. 8When Jacob and
his sons had come into Egypt, and were crushed by the Egyptians, the prayers of your
fathers came up to the Lord, and the Lord sentMoses andAaron, who took your fathers
out of Egypt, and he put them into this place. 9But theywere false to the Lord their God,
andhe gave themup into thehands of Sisera, captain of the armyof Jabin, king ofHazor,
and into the hands of the Philistines, and into the hands of the king ofMoab, whomade
war against them. 10Then crying out to the Lord, they said, We have done evil, because
we have been turned away from the Lord, worshipping the Baals and the Astartes: but
now,make us safe from thosewho are against us andwewill be your servants. 11So the
Lord sent Jerubbaal andBarak and Jephthah and Samuel and took you out of the power
of those who were fighting against you on every side, and made you safe. 12And when
you saw that Nahash, the king of the Ammonites, was coming against you, you said to
me,Nomoreof this; wewill have aking for our ruler: when theLordyourGodwas your
king. 13Here, then, is the kingmarked out by you: the Lord has put a king over you. 14 If
in the fear of the Lord you are his servants, hearing his voice and not going against the
orders of the Lord, but being true to the Lord your God, you and the king ruling over
you, then all will be well: 15 But if you do not give ear to the voice of the Lord, but go
against his orders, then the hand of the Lord will be against you and against your king
for your destruction, as it was against your fathers. 16Now keepwhere you are and see
this great thing which the Lord will do before your eyes. 17 Is it not now the time of the
grain cutting? My cry will go up to the Lord and he will send thunder and rain: so that
you may see and be conscious of your great sin which you have done in the eyes of the
Lord in desiring a king for yourselves. 18 So Samuel made prayer to the Lord; and the
Lord sent thunder and rain that day: and all the people were in fear of the Lord and of
Samuel. 19And all the people said to Samuel, Make prayer for us to the Lord your God
so that deathmay not overtake us: for in addition to all our sins we have done this evil,
in desiring a king. 20Then Samuel said to the people, Have no fear: truly you have done
evil, but donot be turnedaway from theLord; behis servantswith all yourheart; 21And
do not go from the right way turning to those false gods in which there is no profit and
no salvation, for they are false. 22For the Lordwill not give his people up, because of the
honour of his name; for it was the Lord's pleasure to make of you a people for himself.
23And as for me, never will I go against the orders of the Lord by giving upmy prayers
for you: but Iwill go on teaching you the good and rightway. 24Only go in the fear of the
Lord, and be his true servantswith all your heart, keeping inmindwhat great things he
has done for you. 25But if you still do evil, destruction will overtake you and your king.

13
1 *** 2And Saul took for himself three thousand men of Israel, of whom he kept two

thousand with him in Michmash and in the mountain of Beth-el, and a thousand were
with Jonathan in Gibeah in the land of Benjamin: the rest of the people he sent back
to their tents. 3 And Jonathan made an attack on the armed force of the Philistines
stationedatGibeah; andnewswasgiven to thePhilistines that theHebrewswere turned
against them. And Saul had a horn sounded through all the land, 4And all Israel had the
news that Saul hadmade an attack on the Philistines, and that Israel was bitterly hated
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by thePhilistines. And thepeople came togetherafterSaul toGilgal. 5And thePhilistines
came together to make war on Israel, three thousand war-carriages and six thousand
horsemen and an army of people like the sands of the sea in number: they came up
and took up their position in Michmash, to the east of Beth-aven. 6When the men of
Israel saw the danger they were in, (for the people were troubled,) they took cover in
cracks in the hillsides and in the woods and in rocks and holes and hollows. 7 And a
great number of the people had gone over Jordan to the land of Gad and Gilead; but
Saul was still in Gilgal, and all the people went after him shaking in fear. 8And he went
on waiting there for seven days, the time fixed by Samuel: but Samuel did not come
to Gilgal; and the people were starting to go away from him. 9 Then Saul said, Come
here and give me the burned offering and the peace-offerings. And he made a burned
offering to the Lord. 10 And when the burned offering was ended, Samuel came; and
Saul went out to see him and to give him a blessing. 11And Samuel said,What have you
done? And Saul said, Because I saw that the people were going away fromme, and you
had not come at the time which had been fixed, and the Philistines had come together
at Michmash; 12 I said, Now the Philistines will come down on me at Gilgal, and I have
made no prayer for help to the Lord: and so, forcing myself to do it, I made a burned
offering. 13And Samuel said to Saul, You have done a foolish thing: you have not kept
the ruleswhich theLordyourGodgave you; itwas thepurpose of theLord tomakeyour
authority over Israel safe for ever. 14But now, your authority will not go on: the Lord,
searching for a man who is pleasing to him in every way, has given him the place of
ruler over his people, because you have not done what the Lord gave you orders to do.
15ThenSamuelwent up fromGilgal and the rest of the peoplewent upafter Saul against
the men of war, and they came from Gilgal to Gibeah in the land of Benjamin: and Saul
took the number of the peoplewhowerewith him, about six hundredmen. 16And Saul,
with Jonathan his son and the people who were with them, was waiting in Geba in the
land of Benjamin: but the tents of the Philistineswere inMichmash. 17And three bands
of men came out from the Philistines to make an attack; one band went by the road
which goes to Ophrah, into the land of Shual: 18And another went in the direction of
Beth-horon: and another went by the hill looking down on the valley of Zeboiim, in the
direction of the waste land. 19Now there was no iron-worker in all the land of Israel:
for the Philistines said, For fear the Hebrewsmake themselves swords or spears: 20But
all the Israelites had to go to the Philistines to get their ploughs and blades and axes and
hooksmade sharp; 21For theyhad instruments for putting an edge on their ploughs and
blades and forks and axes, and for putting iron points on their ox-driving rods. 22So on
the day of the fight at Michmash, not a sword or a spear was to be seen in the hands
of any of the people with Saul and Jonathan: only Saul and his son Jonathan had them.
23And the armed force of the Philistines went out to the narrowway of Michmash.

14
1Now one day Jonathan, the son of Saul, said to the young man who was with him,

looking after his arms, Come, let us go over to the Philistine force over there. But he
said nothing to his father. 2And Saulwas still waiting in the farthest part of Geba, under
the fruit-tree inMigron: therewere about six hundredmenwith him; 3AndAhijah, the
son of Ahitub, brother of Ichabod, the son of Phinehas, the son of Eli, the priest of the
Lord in Shiloh, who had the ephod. And the people had no idea that Jonathan had gone.
4Now between the narrow roads over the mountains by which Jonathan was making
hisway to the Philistines' forces, therewas a sharp overhanging rock on one side, and a
sharp rock on the other side: onewas namedBozez and the other Seneh. 5The one rock
went up on the north in front of Michmash and the other on the south in front of Geba.
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6And Jonathan said to his young servant who had his arms, Come, let us go over to the
armies of thesemenwhohaveno circumcision: itmaybe that theLordwill giveushelp,
for there is no limit to his power; the Lord is able to give salvation by a great army or by
a small band. 7And his servant said to him, Dowhatever is in yourmind: see, I amwith
you in every impulse of your heart. 8Then Jonathan said, Nowwewill go over to these
menand let themseeus. 9 If they say tous, Keepquietwhere youare tillwe come to you;
thenwewill keepourplaces andnot goup to them. 10But if they say, Comeup tous; then
wewill go up, for the Lord has given them into our hands: and thiswill be the sign to us.
11And they let the Philistine force see the two of them: and the Philistines said, Look!
theHebrews are coming out of the holeswhere they have taken cover. 12And the armed
men of the force gave Jonathan and his servant their answer, saying, Come up here to
us, andwewill let you see something. Then Jonathan said to his servant, Come up after
me: for the Lord has given them up into the hands of Israel. 13And Jonathan went up,
gripping with his hands and his feet, his servant going up after him; and the Philistines
gave way before Jonathan when he made an attack on them, and his servant put them
to death after him. 14And at their first attack, Jonathan and his servant put to the sword
about twentymen, all inside the spaceofhalf anacreof land. 15And therewasgreat fear
in the tents and in the field and among all themen of the armed force, and the attackers
were shaking with fear; even the earth was moved with a great shaking and there was
a fear as from God. 16 And the watchmen of Saul, looking out from Geba in the land
of Benjamin, saw all the army flowing away and running here and there. 17 Then Saul
said to the people who were with him, Let everyone be numbered and let us see who
has gone fromus. Andwhen theyhadbeennumbered, itwas seen that Jonathanandhis
servantwerenot there. 18AndSaul said toAhijah, Let the ephod comehere. Forhewent
before Israelwith the ephod at that time. 19Nowwhile Saulwas talking to the priest, the
noise in the tents of thePhilistinesbecame louderand louder; andSaul said to thepriest,
Take back your hand. 20And Saul and all the people with him came together and went
forward to the fight: and everyman's swordwas turned against themanat his side, and
therewas a very great noise. 21Then theHebrewswhohad beenwith the Philistines for
some time, andhadgoneupwith them to their tents, turning roundwere joined to those
who were with Saul and Jonathan. 22And all the men of Israel who had taken cover in
the hill-country of Ephraim, hearing that the Philistines had been put to flight, went
after them, attacking them. 23 So the Lordmade Israel safe that day: and the fight went
over to Beth-aven. 24And all the people were with Saul, about twenty thousand men,
and the fightwas general through all the hill-country of Ephraim; but Saulmade a great
error that day, by putting the people under an oath, saying, Let thatman be cursedwho
takes food before evening comes and I have given punishment to thosewho are against
me. So the people had not a taste of food. 25And therewas honey on the face of the field,
and all the people came to the honey, the bees having gone from it; 26 But not a man
put his hand to his mouth for fear of the curse. 27But Jonathan, having no knowledge
of the oath his father had put on the people, stretching out the rod which was in his
hand, put the end of it in the honey, and put it to his mouth; then his eyes were made
bright. 28Then one of the people said to him, Your father put the people under an oath,
saying, Let thatman be cursedwho takes any food this day. And the peoplewere feeble,
needing food. 29Then Jonathan said,My fatherhasmade trouble comeon the land: now
see how bright my eyes have become because I have taken a little of this honey. 30How
muchmore if the people had freely taken their food from the goods of those who were
fighting against them! would there not have beenmuch greater destruction among the
Philistines? 31 That day they overcame the Philistines from Michmash to Aijalon: and
the peoplewere feeble fromneed of food. 32And rushing at the goods taken in the fight,
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the people took oxen and sheep and young oxen, and put them to death there on the
earth, and had a meal, taking the flesh with the blood in it. 33 Then it was said to Saul,
See, the people are sinning against the Lord, taking the blood with the flesh. And he
said to those who gave him the news, Now let a great stone be rolled to me here. 34And
Saul said, Go about among the people and say to them, Let every man come here to me
with his ox and his sheep, and put them to death here, and take his meal: do no sin
against the Lord by taking the blood with the flesh. So all the people took their oxen
with them that night and put them to death there. 35 And Saul put up an altar to the
Lord: this was the first altar which he put up to the Lord. 36 And Saul said, Let us go
down after the Philistines by night, attacking them till the morning, till there is not a
man of them living. And they said, Do whatever seems right to you. Then the priest
said, Let us comenear to God. 37And Saul, desiring directions fromGod, said, Am I to go
down after the Philistines? will you give them up into the hands of Israel? But he gave
him no answer that day. 38And Saul said, Come near, all you chiefs of the people, and
let us get word from God and see in whom is this sin today. 39 For, by the living Lord,
the saviour of Israel, even if the sinner is Jonathan, my son, death will certainly be his
fate. But not a man among all the people gave him any answer. 40 Then he said to all
Israel, You be on one side, and I with Jonathan my son will be on the other side. And
the people said to Saul, Do whatever seems good to you. 41 Then Saul said to the Lord,
the God of Israel, Why have you not givenme an answer today? If the sin is in me or in
Jonathanmy son, O Lord God of Israel, give Urim, and if it is in your people Israel, give
Thummim. And by the decision of the Lord, Saul and Jonathan were marked out, and
the people went free. 42 And Saul said, Give your decision between my son Jonathan
andme. And Jonathan was taken. 43Then Saul said to Jonathan, Give me an account of
what you have done. And Jonathan gave him the story and said, Certainly I took a little
honey on the end ofmy rod; and now death is to bemy fate. 44And Saul said, May God's
punishment be onme if death is not your fate, Jonathan. 45And the people said to Saul,
Is death to come to Jonathan, the worker of this great salvation for Israel? Let it not be
so: by the living Lord, not one hair of his head is to be touched, for he has beenworking
with God today. So the people kept Jonathan from death. 46 Then Saul, turning back,
went after the Philistines no longer: and the Philistineswent back to their place. 47Now
whenSaul had takenhis place as ruler of Israel, hemadewaron thosewhowereagainst
him on every side, Moab and the Ammonites and Edom and the kings of Zobah and the
Philistines: andwhichever way hewent, he overcame them. 48And he did great things,
and overcame the Amalekites, and made Israel safe from the hands of their attackers.
49 Now the sons of Saul were Jonathan and Ishvi and Malchi-shua; and these are the
names of his daughters: the older was named Merab and the younger Michal; 50 The
name of Saul's wife was Ahinoam, the daughter of Ahimaaz; the captain of his army
was Abner, the son of Ner, brother of Saul's father. 51Kish, the father of Saul, and Ner,
the father of Abner, were sons of Abiel. 52All through the life of Saul there was bitter
waragainst thePhilistines; andwhenever Saul sawany strongmanoranygoodfighting
man, he kept him near himself.

15
1And Samuel said to Saul, The Lord sentme to put the holy oil on you and tomake you

king over his people, over Israel: so give ear now to thewords of the Lord. 2The Lord of
armies says, I will give punishment to Amalek for what he did to Israel, fighting against
him on the way when Israel came out of Egypt. 3Go now and put Amalek to the sword,
putting to the curse all they have, without mercy: put to death every man and woman,
everychildandbabyat thebreast, everyoxandsheep, camelandass. 4AndSaul sent for
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the people and had themnumbered in Telaim, two hundred thousand footmen and ten
thousandmenof Judah. 5AndSaul came to the townofAmalek, and tookuphis position
in the valley secretly. 6And Saul said to the Kenites, Go away, take yourselves out from
among the Amalekites, or destruction will overtake you with them: for you were kind
to the children of Israel when they came out of Egypt. So the Kenites went away from
among the Amalekites. 7And Saul made an attack on the Amalekites from Havilah on
the road to Shur, which is before Egypt. 8He tookAgag, king of the Amalekites, prisoner,
and put all the people to the swordwithoutmercy. 9But Saul and the people did not put
Agag to death, and they kept the best of the sheep and the oxen and the fat beasts and
the lambs, andwhateverwas good, not desiring to put them to the curse: but everything
whichwasbadandofnouse theyput to the curse. 10Then theLord said to Samuel, 11 It is
no longermy pleasure for Saul to be king; for he is turned back from going inmyways,
and has not done my orders. And Samuel was very sad, crying to the Lord in prayer
all night. 12And early in the morning he got up and went to Saul; and word was given
to Samuel that Saul had come to Carmel and put up a pillar, and had gone from there
down to Gilgal. 13And Samuel came to Saul; and Saul said to him, May the blessing of
the Lord be with you: I have done what was ordered by the Lord. 14And Samuel said,
What then is this sound of the crying of sheep and the noise of oxen which comes to
my ears? 15And Saul said, They have taken them from the Amalekites: for the people
have kept the best of the sheep and of the oxen as an offering to the Lord your God; all
the rest we have given up to destruction. 16Then Samuel said to Saul, Say nomore! Let
me give you word of what the Lord has said to me this night. And he said to him, Say
on. 17And Samuel said, Though youmay seem little to yourself, are you not head of the
tribes of Israel? for the Lordwith the holy oilmade you king over Israel, 18And the Lord
sent you on a journey and said, Go and put to the curse those sinners, the Amalekites,
fighting against them till every one is dead. 19Why then did you not do the orders of
the Lord, but by violently taking their goods did evil in the eyes of the Lord? 20And Saul
said, Truly, I have done the orders of the Lord and have gone theway the Lord sentme;
I have takenAgag, the king of Amalek, and have given the Amalekites up to destruction.
21But the people took some of their goods, sheep and oxen, the chief of the thingswhich
were put to the curse, tomake an offering of them to the Lord your God in Gilgal. 22And
Samuel said, Has the Lord as much delight in offerings and burned offerings as in the
doing of his orders? Truly, to dohis pleasure is better than tomakeofferings, and to give
ear to him than the fat of sheep. 23For to go against his orders is like the sin of thosewho
make use of secret arts, and pride is like giving worship to images. Because you have
put away from you theword of the Lord, he has put you from your place as king. 24And
Saul said to Samuel, Great is my sin: for I have gone against the orders of the Lord and
against your words: because, fearing the people, I did what they said. 25 So now, let my
sin have forgiveness, and go back with me to give worship to the Lord. 26And Samuel
said to Saul, I will not go back with you: for you have put away from you the word of
the Lord, and the Lord has put you from your place as king over Israel. 27 And when
Samuel was turning round to go away, Saul took the skirt of his robe in his hand, and
the cloth came away. 28And Samuel said to him, The Lord has taken away the kingdom
of Israel fromyou thisdayby force, andhasgiven it to aneighbourof yourswho isbetter
than you. 29And further, the Glory of Israel will not say what is false, and his purpose
may not be changed: for he is not a man, whose purpose may be changed. 30 Then he
said, Great is my sin: but still, give me honour now before the heads of my people and
before Israel, and come back with me so that I may give worship to the Lord your God.
31 So Samuel went back after Saul, and Saul gave worship to the Lord. 32 Then Samuel
said, Make Agag, the king of the Amalekites, come here to me. And Agag came to him
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shaking with fear. And Agag said, Truly the pain of death is past. 33And Samuel said,
As your sword hasmadewomenwithout children, so now yourmotherwill bewithout
children among women. And Agag was cut up by Samuel, bone from bone, before the
Lord in Gilgal. 34Then Samuelwent to Ramah; and Saulwent up to his house in Gibeah,
in the land of Saul. 35 And Samuel never saw Saul again till the day of his death; but
Samuel was sorrowing for Saul: and it was no longer the Lord's pleasure for Saul to be
king over Israel.

16
1And the Lord said to Samuel, How longwill you go on sorrowing for Saul, seeing that

I have put him from his place as king over Israel? Take oil in your vessel and go; I will
send you to Jesse, the Beth-lehemite: for I have got a king for myself among his sons.
2And Samuel said, How is it possible for me to go? If Saul gets news of it he will put me
to death. And the Lord said, Take a young cowwith you and say, I have come tomake an
offering to the Lord. 3And send for Jesse to be present at the offering, and I will make
clear to youwhat youare to do: andyouare to put theholy oil onhimwhosename I give
you. 4And Samuel did as the Lord said and came to Beth-lehem. And the responsible
men of the town came out to him in fear and said, Do you come in peace? 5And he said,
In peace: I have come tomake an offering to the Lord: make yourselves clean and come
with me to make the offering. And hemade Jesse and his sons clean, and sent for them
to be present at the offering. 6Now when they came, looking at Eliab, he said, Clearly
theman of the Lord's selection is before him. 7But the Lord said to Samuel, Do not take
note of his face or how tall he is, because I will not have him: for the Lord's view is not
man's; man takes note of the outer form, but the Lord sees the heart. 8 Then Jesse sent
for Abinadab andmade him come before Samuel. And he said, The Lord has not taken
this one. 9 Then Jesse made Shammah come before him. And he said, The Lord has
not taken this one. 10And Jesse made his seven sons come before Samuel. And Samuel
said to Jesse, The Lord has not taken any of these. 11 Then Samuel said to Jesse, Are all
your children here? And he said, There is still the youngest, and he is looking after the
sheep. And Samuel said to Jesse, Send and make him come here: for we will not take
our seats till he is here. 12 So he sent and made him come in. Now he had red hair and
beautiful eyes andpleasing looks. And the Lord said, Come, put the oil onhim, for this is
he. 13ThenSamuel took thebottleofoil, andput theoil onhimthereamonghisbrothers:
and fromthatday the spirit of theLord cameonDavidwithpower. SoSamuelwentback
to Ramah. 14Now the spirit of the Lord had gone from Saul, and an evil spirit from the
Lord was troubling him. 15And Saul's servants said to him, See now, an evil spirit from
God is troubling you. 16Now give orders to your servantswho are here before you to go
in search of a man who is an expert player on a corded instrument: and it will be that
when the evil spirit from God is on you, he will make music for you on his instrument,
and you will get well. 17 And Saul said to his servants, Then get me a man who is an
expert player, and make him come to me. 18 Then one of the servants in answer said, I
have seen a son of Jesse, the Beth-lehemite, who is expert at playing, and a strong man
and a man of war; and he is wise in his words, and pleasing in looks, and the Lord is
with him. 19 So Saul sent his servants to Jesse and said, Send me your son David who is
with the sheep. 20And Jesse tookfive cakes of bread and a skin ofwine and a young goat
and sent them to Saul by David. 21And David came to Saul, waiting before him: and he
became very dear to Saul, who made him his servant, giving him the care of his arms.
22And Saul sent to Jesse saying, Let David be with me, for he is pleasing to me. 23And
whenever the evil spirit from God came on Saul, David took his instrument and made
music: so new life came to Saul, andhe gotwell, and the evil spiritwent away fromhim.
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17
1Now the Philistines got their armies together for war, and came together at Socoh

in the land of Judah, and took up their position between Socoh and Azekah in Ephes-
dammim. 2And Saul and the men of Israel came together and took up their position in
the valley of Elah, and put their forces in order against the Philistines. 3The Philistines
were stationed on the mountain on one side and Israel on the mountain on the other
side: and there was a valley between them. 4And a fighter came out from the tents of
the Philistines, named Goliath of Gath; he was more than six cubits tall. 5And he had
a head-dress of brass on his head, and he was dressed in a coat of metal, the weight of
which was five thousand shekels of brass. 6His legs were covered with plates of brass
and hanging on his back was a javelin of brass. 7The stem of his spear was as long as a
cloth-worker's rod, and its head was made of six hundred shekels' weight of iron: and
one went before him with his body-cover. 8He took up his position and in a loud voice
said to the armies of Israel, Why have you come out to make war? Am I not a Philistine
and you servants of Saul? Send out aman for yourselves and let him come down tome.
9 If he is able to have a fight with me and overcome me, then we will be your servants:
but if I am able to overcome him, then you will be our servants and do work for us.
10And thePhilistine said, I haveput to shame thearmiesof Israel thisday; givemeaman
so that we may have a fight together. 11And Saul and all Israel, hearing those words of
thePhilistine,were troubledand full of fear. 12NowDavidwas the sonof thatEphrathite
of Beth-lehem-judah named Jesse, who had eight sons; and hewas an oldman in Saul's
day, and far on in years. 13And the three oldest sons of Jesse had gone with Saul to the
fight: the names of the threewhowent to the fightwere Eliab, the oldest, and Abinadab
the second, andShammahthe third. 14AndDavidwas theyoungest: and the threeoldest
were with Saul's army. 15Now David went to and from Saul, looking after his father's
sheep at Beth-lehem. 16 And the Philistine came near every morning and evening for
forty days. 17And Jesse said to his son David, Take now for your brothers an ephah of
this dry grain and these ten cakes of bread, and go quickly with them to the tents to
your brothers; 18And take these ten cheeses to the captain of their thousand, and see
how your brothers are and come backwith a sign to say how they are. 19Now Saul, and
they, and all the men of Israel were in the valley of Elah, fighting with the Philistines.
20AndDavid got up early in themorning, and, giving the sheep into the care of a keeper,
took the things and went as Jesse had said; and he came to the lines where the carts
were, when the army was going out to the fight giving their war-cry. 21And Israel and
thePhilistines hadput their forces inposition, armyagainst army. 22AndDavid gavehis
parcels into the hands of the keeper of the army stores, and went running to the army
and came to his brothers to get knowledge about them. 23And while he was talking to
them, the fighter, the Philistine of Gath, Goliath by name, came out from the Philistines'
lines and said the same words, in David's hearing. 24 And all the men of Israel, when
they sawhim,went inflight, overcomewith fear. 25And themenof Israel said, Have you
seen this man? Clearly he has come out to put shame on Israel: and it is certain that if
anyman overcomes him, the kingwill give thatman greatwealth, andwill give himhis
daughter, andmake his father's family free in Israel. 26And David said to themen near
him, What will be done to the man who overcomes this Philistine and takes away the
shame from Israel? for who is this Philistine, a man without circumcision, that he has
put shame on the armies of the living God? 27And the people gave him this answer, So
it will be done to themanwho overcomes him. 28And Eliab, his oldest brother, hearing
whatDavid said to themen,wasmoved towrath against David, and said,Whyhave you
comehere? Intowhose care have you given that little flock of sheep in thewaste land? I
have knowledge of your pride and the evil of your heart, youhave comedown to see the
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fight. 29And David said, What have I done now? was it not only a word? 30And turning
away from him to one of the other men, he said the same words: and the people gave
him the same answer. 31And, hearing what David said, they gave Saul word of it: and
he sent for him. 32And David said to Saul, Let noman's heart become feeble because of
him; I, your servant, will go out and have a fight with this Philistine. 33And Saul said to
David, You are not able to go out against this Philistine and have a fight with him: for
you are only a boy, and he has been a man of war from his earliest days. 34And David
said to Saul, Your servant has been keeper of his father's sheep; and if a lion or a bear
came and took a lamb from the flock, 35 I went out after him, and overcame him, and
took it out of hismouth: and if, turning onme, he came atme, I took himby the hair and
overcame him and put him to death. 36Your servant has overcome lion and bear: and
the fate of this Philistine, who is without circumcision, will be like theirs, seeing that he
has put shame on the armies of the living God. 37And David said, The Lord, who kept
me safe from the grip of the lion and the bear, will bemy saviour from the hands of this
Philistine. And Saul said to David, Go! andmay the Lord bewith you. 38Then Saul gave
Davidhis clothing ofwar, andput ahead-dress of brass onhis head andhadhimclothed
withacoatofmetal. 39AndDavid tookSaul's swordandput thebandroundhimover the
metal coat, andwas unable to go forward; for hewas not used to them. ThenDavid said
to Saul, It is not possible forme to go out with these, for I amnot used to them. So David
took them off. 40Then he took his stick in his hand, and got five smooth stones from the
bed of the stream and put them in a bag such as is used by sheep-keepers; and in his
handwas a leather band used for sending stones: and so hewent in the direction of the
Philistine. 41And the Philistine came nearer to David; and the man who had his body-
coverwentbeforehim. 42Andwhen thePhilistine, takingnote, sawDavid, hehadapoor
opinionof him: forhewasonly aboy, red-hairedandgood-looking. 43And thePhilistine
said to David, Am I a dog, that you come out to me with sticks? And the Philistine put
curses onDavid by all his gods. 44And the Philistine said toDavid, Comehere tome, and
I will give your flesh to the birds of the air and the beasts of the field. 45Then David said
to the Philistine, You come to me with a sword and a spear and a javelin: but I come to
you in the nameof the Lord of armies, theGod of the armies of Israel onwhich youhave
put shame. 46This day the Lordwill give youup intomyhands, and Iwill overcomeyou,
and take your head off you; and I will give the bodies of the Philistine army to the birds
of the air and the beasts of the earth today, so that all the earth may see that Israel has
a God; 47And all these people who are here today may see that the Lord does not give
salvation by sword and spear: for the fight is the Lord's, and hewill give youup into our
hands. 48Nowwhen the Philistinemade amove and came near to David, David quickly
went at a run in the direction of the army, meeting the Philistine face to face. 49 And
David put his hand in his bag and took out a stone and sent it from his leather band
straight at the Philistine, and the stone went deep into his brow, and he went down to
the earth, falling on his face. 50 So David overcame the Philistine with his leather band
and a stone, wounding the Philistine and causing his death: but David had no sword in
his hand. 51 So running up to the Philistine and putting his foot on him, David took his
sword out of its cover, and put him to death, cutting off his head with it. And when the
Philistines saw that their fighter was dead, they went in flight. 52And the men of Israel
and of Judah got up, and gave a cry, and went after the Philistines as far as Gath and
the town doors of Ekron. And the wounded of the Philistines were falling down by the
road from Shaaraim all the way to Gath and Ekron. 53Then the children of Israel came
back from going after the Philistines, and took their goods from the tents. 54And David
took the head of the Philistine to Jerusalem, but the metal war-dress and the arms he
put in his tent. 55And when Saul saw David going out against the Philistine, he said to
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Abner, the captain of the army, Abner, whose son is this young man? And Abner said,
On your life, O king, I have no idea. 56And the king said, Make search and see whose
son this youngman is. 57Andwhen David was coming back after the destruction of the
Philistine, Abner took him to Saul, with the head of the Philistine in his hand. 58 And
Saul said to him, Young man, whose son are you? And David in answer said, I am the
son of your servant Jesse of Beth-lehem.

18
1NowafterDavid's talkwith Saulwas ended, the soul of Jonathanwas joinedwith the

soul of David, and David became as dear to him as his very life. 2And that day Saul took
David and would not let him go back to his father's house. 3 Then Jonathan and David
made an agreement together, because of Jonathan's love for David. 4And Jonathan took
off the robe he had on and gave it to David, with all hismilitary dress, even to his sword
and his bow and the band round his body. 5And David went wherever Saul sent him,
and didwisely: and Saul put him at the head of hismen of war, and this was pleasing to
all the people as well as to Saul's servants. 6Now on their way, when David came back
after the destruction of the Philistine, the women came out of all the towns of Israel,
with songs and dances, meeting David with melody and joy and instruments of music.
7And the women, answering one another in their song, said, Saul has put to death his
thousands and David his tens of thousands. 8And Saul was very angry and this saying
was unpleasing to him; and he said, They have givenDavid credit for tens of thousands,
and tome for only thousands: whatmore is there for him but the kingdom? 9And from
that daySaulwas lookingwith envyonDavid. 10Nowon thedayafter, an evil spirit from
God came on Saul with great force and he was acting like a prophet among the men of
his house, while David was making music for him, as he did day by day: and Saul had
his spear in his hand. 11And Saul, balancing the spear in his hand, said, Iwill giveDavid
a blow, pinning him to the wall. And David got away from him twice. 12And Saul went
in fear of David, because the Lord was with David and had gone away from Saul. 13 So
Saul sent him away, and made him a captain over a thousand; and he went about his
business before the people. 14 And in all his undertakings David did wisely; and the
Lord was with him. 15 And when Saul saw how wisely he did, he was in fear of him.
16But Davidwas loved by all Israel and Judah, for hewent out and came in before them.
17And Saul said to David, Here is my oldest daughter Merab, whom I will give you for
your wife: only be strong for me, fighting in the Lord's wars. For Saul said, Let it not be
throughme that his fate comes to him, but through the Philistines. 18And David said to
Saul,Who am I, andwhat ismy father's family in Israel, that I am to be son-in-law to the
king? 19Butwhen the time came to giveMerab, Saul's daughter, to David, shewas given
to Adriel of Meholath. 20And Saul's daughter Michal was in love with David: and Saul
hadwordof it andwaspleased. 21AndSaul said, Iwill giveher tohim, so that shemaybe
a cause of danger to him, and so that the hands of the Philistinesmay be against him. So
Saul said to David, Today you are to become my son-in-law for the second time. 22And
Saul gave his servants orders saying, Have talk with David secretly and say to him, See
how the king has delight in you, and how you are loved by all his servants: then be the
king's son-in-law. 23AndSaul's servants said these things toDavid. AndDavid said, Does
it seem to you a small thing to be the king's son-in-law, seeing that I am a poor man, of
no great name? 24And the servants of Saul gave himan account ofwhat David had said.
25And Saul said, Then say to David, The king has no desire for any bride-price, but only
for the private parts of a hundred Philistines so that the king may get the better of his
haters. But it was in Saul's mind that David might come to his end by the hands of the
Philistines. 26And when his servants said these words to David, he was well pleased to
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be the son-in-law of the king. And the days were still not past. 27 So David and his men
got up and went, and put to death two hundred of the Philistines; and David took their
private parts and gave the full number of them to the king, so that hemight be the king's
son-in-law. And Saul gave him his daughter Michal for his wife. 28And it was clear to
Saul that the Lord was with David; and he was loved by all Israel. 29And Saul's fear of
David became all the greater, and hewent on hating him, day by day. 30Then the rulers
of the Philistines went out to war: andwhenever they went out, David didmore wisely
than all the other servants of Saul, so that his name became greatly honoured.

19
1AndSaul gaveorders tohis son Jonathanand to all his servants toputDavid todeath.

But Saul's son Jonathan had great delight in David. 2And Jonathan said to David, Saul,
my father, is purposing your death: so now, take care in themorning, and keep yourself
safe in a secret place: 3And Iwill go out and takemyplace bymy father's side in thefield
near where you are; and I will get into talk with my father about you, and when I see
how things are, Iwill give youword. 4And Jonathan gave his father Saul a good account
of David, and said to him, Let not the king do wrong against his servant, against David;
because he has done you no wrong, and all his acts have had a good outcome for you:
5 For he put his life in danger and overcame the Philistine, and the Lord gave all Israel
salvation: you saw it and were glad: why then are you sinning against him who has
done no wrong, desiring the death of David without cause? 6And Saul gave ear to the
voice of Jonathan, and said with an oath, By the living Lord, he is not to be put to death.
7 Then Jonathan sent for David and gave him word of all these things. And Jonathan
took David to Saul, who kept him by his side as in the past. 8And there was war again:
andDavidwent out fighting the Philistines, causing great destruction among them; and
they went in flight before him. 9And an evil spirit from the Lord came on Saul, when
he was seated in his house with his spear in his hand; and David made music for him.
10And Saul would have sent his spear through him, pinning him to the wall, but he got
away and the spearwent into thewall: and that night Davidwent in flight and got away.
11 Then in that night Saul sent men to David's house to keep watch on him so as to put
him to death in themorning: andDavid's wifeMichal said to him, If you do not go away
to a safe place tonight you will be put to death in the morning. 12 So Michal let David
down through the window, and he went in flight and got away. 13ThenMichal took the
image andput it in the bed,with a cushion of goat's hair at its head, and she put clothing
over it. 14And when Saul sent men to take David, she said, He is ill. 15And Saul sent his
men to see David, saying, Do not come back without him, take him in his bed, so that I
may put him to death. 16And when the men came in, there was the image in the bed,
with the cushion of goat's hair at its head 17And Saul said toMichal, why have you been
false tome, lettingmy hater go and get safely away? And in answerMichal said to Saul,
He said to me, Let me go, or I will put you to death. 18 So David went in flight and got
away and came to Ramah, to Samuel, and gave him an account of all Saul had done to
him. And he and Samuelwent andwere living in Naioth. 19Andwordwas given to Saul
that David was at Naioth in Ramah. 20And Saul sent men to take David; and when they
saw the band of prophets at work, with Samuel in his place at their head, the spirit of
God came on Saul's men, and they became like prophets. 21And Saul, having news of
this, sent other men, who in the sameway became like prophets. And a third time Saul
sent men, and they like the others became like prophets. 22 Then he himself went to
Ramah, and came to the greatwater-spring in Secu; and questioning the people he said,
Where are Samuel and David? And one said, They are at Naioth in Ramah. 23And he
went on from there toNaioth in Ramah: and the spirit of God cameonhim, andhewent
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on, acting like a prophet, till he came toNaioth in Ramah. 24Andhe took offhis clothing,
acting like a prophet before Samuel, and falling downhewas stretched out, without his
clothing, all that day and all that night. This is the reason for the saying, Is even Saul
among the prophets?

20
1AndDavidwent inflight fromNaioth inRamahandcame to Jonathanandsaid,What

have I done? What is my crime and my sin against your father that he is attempting to
take my life? 2And he said to him, Far be the thought: you will not be put to death: see,
my father does nothing, great or small, without givingmeword of it: would he keep this
secret from me? It is not so. 3But David took his oath again and said, Your father sees
that I am dear to you; so he says to himself, Let Jonathan have no idea of this, for it will
be a grief to him; but as the Lord is living, and as your soul is living, there is only a step
between me and death. 4 Then Jonathan said to David, Whatever your desire is, I will
do it for you. 5And David said to Jonathan, Tomorrow is the new moon, and I will not
be seated with the king at his table: but let me go to a safe place in the country till the
evening. 6 And if your father takes note of the fact that I am away, say, David made a
request to me for himself that he might go to Beth-lehem, to his town: for it is the time
whenhis familymake their offering year by year. 7 If he says, It iswell, your servantwill
be at peace: but if he is angry, then it will be clear to you that he has an evil purpose in
mindagainstme. 8So, then, be kind to your servant; for youhavebeenunitedwith your
servant in an agreement made before the Lord: but if there is any wrongdoing in me,
putme to death yourself; why takeme to your father? 9And Jonathan said, Do not have
such a thought: for if I saw that my father was designing evil against you, would I not
giveyouwordof it? 10ThenDavid said to Jonathan,Whowill givemeword if your father
gives you a rough answer? 11And Jonathan said to David, Come, let us go out into the
country. And the two of themwent out together into the open country. 12And Jonathan
said to David, May the Lord, the God of Israel, be witness; when I have had a chance of
talking to my father, about this time tomorrow, if his feelings to David are good, will I
not send and give you the news? 13May the Lord's punishment be on Jonathan, if it is
my father's pleasure to do you evil and I do not give you word of it and send you away
so that you may go in peace: and may the Lord be with you, as he has been with my
father. 14 And may you, while I am still living, O may you be kind to me, as the Lord
is kind, and keep me from death! 15 And let not your mercy ever be cut off from my
family, even when the Lord has sent destruction on all David's haters, cutting them off
from the face of the earth. 16And if it comes about that the name of Jonathan is cut off
from the family of David, the Lord will make David responsible. 17And Jonathan again
took an oath to David, because of his love for him: for David was as dear to him as his
very soul. 18Then Jonathan said to him, Tomorrow is the newmoon: and it will be seen
that you are not present, for there will be no one in your seat. 19And on the third day
it will be specially noted, and you will go to the place where you took cover when the
other business was in hand, waiting by the hill over there. 20And on the third day I will
send arrows from my bow against its side as if at a mark. 21And I will send my boy to
have a look for the arrow. And if I say to him, See, the arrow is on this side of you; take it
up! then youmay come; for there is peace for you and no evil, by the living Lord. 22But
if I say to the boy, See, the arrow has gone past you: then go on your way, for the Lord
has sent you away. 23 As for what you and I were talking of, the Lord is between you
and me for ever. 24 So David went to a secret place in the country: and when the new
moon came, the king took his place at the feast. 25And the king took his seat, as at other
times, by the wall: and Jonathan was in front, and Abner was seated by Saul's side, but



1 Samuel 20:26 267 1 Samuel 21:8

there was no one in David's seat. 26But Saul said nothing that day, for his thought was,
Something has taken place making him unclean; it is clear that he is not clean. 27And
on the day after the newmoon, that is, the second day, there was still no one in David's
seat: and Saul said to his son Jonathan, Why has the son of Jesse not come to the feast
yesterday or today? 28Andanswering Saul, Jonathan said, Hemade a request tome that
hemight go to Beth-lehem, 29Saying, Our family is making an offering in the town, and
my brothers have given me orders to be there: so now, if I have grace in your eyes, let
me go awayand seemybrothers. This iswhyhehasnot come to the king's table. 30Then
Saul was moved to wrath against Jonathan, and he said to him, You son of an evil and
uncontrolledwoman, have Inot seenhowyouhavegivenyour love to the sonof Jesse, to
your shame and the shame of yourmother? 31For while the son of Jesse is living on the
earth, your position is unsafe and your kingdom is in danger. So make him come here
tome, for it is certainly right for him to be put to death. 32And Jonathan, answering his
father Saul, said to him, Why is he to be put to death? What has he done? 33And Saul,
pointing his spear at him, made an attempt to give him a wound: from which it was
clear to Jonathan that his father's purpose was to put David to death. 34So Jonathan got
up from the table, burning with wrath, and took no part in the feast the second day of
themonth, being full of grief forDavidbecausehis fatherhadput shameonhim. 35Now
in the morning, Jonathan went out into the fields at the time he had said to David, and
he had a little boy with him. 36And he said to the boy, Go and get the arrow I let loose
frommy bow. Andwhile the boywas running, he sent an arrow past him. 37Andwhen
the boy came to the placewhere the arrowwas, Jonathan, crying out after the boy, said,
Has it not gone past you? 38And Jonathanwent on crying out after the boy, Be quick, do
not keepwaiting about, go quickly. And Jonathan's boy got the arrow and came back to
his master. 39But the boy had no idea what was going on; only Jonathan and David had
knowledge of it. 40And Jonathan gave his bow and arrows to the boy, and said to him,
Take these and go back to the town. 41And when the boy had gone, David came from
his secret place by the hill, and falling to the earth went down on his face three times:
and they gave one another a kiss, weeping together, till David's grief was the greater.
42And Jonathan said to David, Go in peace, for we two have taken an oath, in the name
of the Lord, saying, The Lord will be between me and you, and between my seed and
your seed for ever. Then David went away, and Jonathan went into the town.

21
1 Then David came to Nob, to Ahimelech the priest: and Ahimelech was full of fear

at meeting David, and said to him, Why are you by yourself, having no man with you?
2And David said to Ahimelech the priest, The king has given me orders and has said to
me, Saynothing to anyoneabout thebusiness onwhich I amsending youand the orders
I have given you: and a certain place has been fixed to which the young men are to go.
3So now, if you have here five cakes of bread, give them intomy hand, or whatever you
have. 4And the priest, answering David, said, I have no common bread here but there
is holy bread; if only the young men have kept themselves from women. 5And David
in answer said to the priest, Certainly women have been kept from us; and as has been
done before when I have gone out the arms of the young men were made holy, even
though it was a common journey; howmuchmore today will their arms be made holy.
6 So the priest gave him the holy bread: there was no other, only the holy bread which
had been taken from before the Lord, so that new bread might be put in its place on
the day when it was taken away. 7Now a certain man of the servants of Saul was there
that day, kept back before the Lord; his name was Doeg, an Edomite, the strongest of
Saul's runners. 8And David said to Ahimelech, Have you no sword or spear with you
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here? for I have come without my sword and other arms, because the king's business
had to be done quickly. 9And the priest said, The sword of Goliath the Philistine, whom
you put to death in the valley of Elah, is here folded in a cloth at the back of the ephod:
take that, if you will, for there is no other sword here. And David said, there is no other
sword like that; give it tome. 10ThenDavid got up andwent in flight that day for fear of
Saul, and went to Achish, the king of Gath. 11And the servants of Achish said to him, Is
not this David, the king of the land? did they notmake songs about him in their dances,
saying, Saul has put to death thousands, and David tens of thousands? 12 And David
took thesewords to heart, fearingAchish, the king ofGath. 13So changinghis behaviour
before them, he made it seem as if he was off his head, hammering on the doors of the
town, and letting thewater from hismouth go down his chin. 14Then Achish said to his
servants, Look! the man is clearly off his head; why have you let him come before me?
15Are there not enough unbalanced men about me, that you have let this person come
and do such tricks before me? is such aman to come into my house?

22
1 So David went away from there and took cover in a strong place at Adullam; and

his brothers and all his father's people, hearing of it, went down to him there. 2 And
everyone who was in trouble, and everyone who was in debt, and everyone who was
bitter in soul, came together to him, and he became captain over them: about four
hundredmenwere joined to him. 3And from there Davidwent toMizpeh in the land of
Moab: and he said to the king of Moab, Let my father andmother come andmake their
living-place with you till it is clear to me what God will do for me. 4And he took them
to the king ofMoab and theywent on living with himwhile David was in his safe place.
5And the prophet Gad said to David, Do not go on living in this place but go into the land
of Judah. Then David went away and came to the woodland of Hereth. 6And news was
given to Saul that David had been seen, and themenwhowerewith him: now Saul was
in Gibeah, seated under the tree in the high place, with his spear in his hand, and all
his servants were in their places before him. 7Then Saul said to his servants who were
there about him, Give ear now, you Benjamites; will the son of Jesse give to every one of
you fields and vine-gardens, will he make you all captains of hundreds and captains of
thousands; 8That all of you havemade designs against me, and not one of you gaveme
wordwhenmysonmadeanagreementwith the sonof Jesse, andnot oneof youhaspity
forme or hasmademy eyes open to the fact thatmy servant has beenmoved bymy son
againstme, as at this day? 9ThenDoeg, the Edomite, whowas by the side of the servants
of Saul, in answer said, I saw the son of Jesse coming to Nob, to Ahimelech, the son of
Ahitub. 10Andhegot directions from theLord forhim, andgavehim food, andput inhis
hand the sword of Goliath the Philistine. 11Then the king sent for Ahimelech the priest,
the sonofAhitub, and for all themenof his father's familywhowerepriests inNob: and
theyall came to theking. 12AndSaul said, Give earnow,O sonofAhitub. Andanswering
he said, Here I am,my lord. 13AndSaul said to him,Whyhave youmadedesigns against
me with the son of Jesse, giving him food and a sword and getting directions from the
Lord for him, and helping him to take up arms against me, and to be on the watch to
make a secret attack on me as he is doing now? 14 Then Ahimelech answering said to
the king, Who among all your servants is so true to you as David, who is the king's son-
in-law, and is a captain of your armed men, and has a place of honour in your house?
15 Is this the first time I have got directions fromGod for him? Far be the thought! let the
kingmake no such statement against his servant ormy father's family, for your servant
has no knowledge, great or small, of this thing. 16And the king said, You will certainly
be put to death, Ahimelech, you and all your father's family. 17Then the king said to the
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runners who were waiting near him, Put the priests of the Lord to death; because they
are on David's side, and having knowledge of his flight, did not give me word of it. But
theking's servantswouldnotput out theirhands tomakeanattackon theLord's priests.
18Then the king said to Doeg, You are to put the priests to death. And Doeg the Edomite,
turning on the priests and attacking them, put to death that day eighty-five men who
took up the ephod. 19And Nob, the town of the priests, he put to the sword, all the men
and women, children and babies at the breast, and oxen and asses and sheep. 20And
Abiathar, one of the sons of Ahimelech, the son of Ahitub, got away and went in flight
after David; 21And gave him the news of how Saul had put to death the Lord's priests.
22AndDavid said to Abiathar, I was certain that day, when Doeg the Edomite was there,
that he would take the news to Saul: I am responsible for the lives of all your father's
family. 23Keep here with me and have no fear; for he who has designs on my life has
designs on yours: but withme youwill be safe.

23
1And they sent word to David, saying, The Philistines are fighting against Keilah and

taking the grain from the grain-floors. 2So David, questioning the Lord, said, Am I to go
and make an attack on these Philistines? And the Lord said to David, Go and make an
attack on the Philistines so that Keilah may be kept from falling into their hands. 3And
David's men said to him, Even here in Judah we are full of fear: how much more then
if we go to Keilah against the armies of the Philistines? 4 Then David put the question
to the Lord again, and the Lord answering said, Up! go down to Keilah; for I will give
the Philistines into your hands. 5 So David and his men went to Keilah, and had a fight
with the Philistines, and took away their cattle, and put them to the sword with great
destruction. So Davidwas the saviour of the people of Keilah. 6NowwhenAbiathar, the
son of Ahimelech, went in flight to David, he came down to Keilahwith the ephod in his
hand. 7And news was given to Saul that David had come to Keilah. And Saul said, Now
God has given him intomy hands; for by going into awalled townwith locked doors, he
has let himself be shut in. 8And Saul sent for all the people to come to the fight, and go
down to Keilah tomake an attack onDavid and hismen. 9And it was clear to David that
Saul had evil designs against him, andhe said toAbiathar thepriest, Comeherewith the
ephod. 10ThenDavid said,OLord, theGodof Israel, newshasbeengiven toyour servant
that it is Saul's purpose to come to Keilah and send destruction on the town because of
me. 11And now, is it true, as they have said to me, that Saul is coming? O Lord, the God
of Israel, give ear to your servant, and say if these things are so. And the Lord said, He
is coming down. 12Then David said, Will the men of Keilah give me and my men up to
Saul? and the Lord said, They will give you up. 13 Then David and his men, about six
hundred of them, went out of Keilah, and got awaywherever theywere able to go. And
Saul, hearing that David had got away from Keilah, did not go there. 14And David kept
in the waste land, in safe places, waiting in the hill-country in the waste land of Ziph.
And Saul was searching for him every day, but God did not give him up into his hands.
15And David was full of fear, in the knowledge that Saul had come out to take his life;
and David was in the waste land of Ziph, in Horesh. 16And Saul's son Jonathan went to
David in Horesh, and made his hands strong in God; 17And said to him, Have no fear,
for Saul my father will not get you into his power; and you will be king of Israel, and I
will be by your side, and my father Saul is certain of this. 18And the two of themmade
an agreement before the Lord: and Davidwent on living in Horesh, and Jonathanwent
back to his house. 19 Then the Ziphites came up to Gibeah to see Saul, and said, Is not
David living secretly among us in the strong places in Horesh, in the hill of Hachilah to
the south of the waste land? 20 So now, O king, have your soul's desire and come down,
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andwe, for our part, will give him up into the king's hands. 21And Saul said, The Lord's
blessing will be yours, for you have had pity on me. 22 Go now, and take more steps,
and see where he is living: for they say that he is expert in deceit. 23 So take care to get
knowledge of all the secret placeswhere he is taking cover, and be certain to come back
tome, and I will gowith you: andwithout doubt, if he is anywhere in the land, I will get
him, among all the families of Judah. 24And they went back and came to Ziph before
Saul: but David and his men were in the waste land of Maon, in the dry land south of
the waste land. 25And Saul and his men went in search of him. And David had word
of it, so he came down to the rock in the waste land of Maon. And Saul, hearing of this,
went after David into thewaste land ofMaon. 26And Saul and hismenwent on one side
of the mountain, and David and his men went on the other: and David's purpose was
to get away as quickly as possible, for fear of Saul; for Saul and his men were making a
circle roundDavid and hismen in order to take them. 27But aman came to Saul saying,
Be quick and come; for the Philistines have made an attack on the land. 28 So turning
back from going after David, Saulwent against the Philistines: so that placewas named
Sela-hammah-lekoth. 29And from there, Davidwent up and took cover in the safe place
of En-gedi.

24
1Now when Saul came back from fighting the Philistines, news was given him that

Davidwas in thewaste land of En-gedi. 2Then Saul took three thousand of the bestmen
out of all Israel, and went in search of David and his men on the rocks of the mountain
goats. 3 And on the way he came to a place where sheep were kept, where there was
a hollow in the rock; and Saul went in for a private purpose. Now David and his men
were in the deepest part of the hollow. 4And David's men said to him, Now is the time
when the Lord says to you, I will give up your hater into your hands to do with him
whatever seems good to you. Then David, getting up, took the skirt of Saul's robe in
his hand, cutting off the end of it without his knowledge. 5And later, David was full of
regret for cutting off Saul's skirt. 6And David said to hismen, Before the Lord, never let
it be said thatmyhandwas lifted up againstmy lord, themanof the Lord's selection, for
the Lord's holy oil has been put on him. 7 So with these words David kept his servants
back, and did not let themmake an attack on Saul. And Saul got up andwent onhisway.
8And after that David came out of the hollow rock, and crying after Saul said, My lord
the king. And when Saul gave a look back, David went down on his face and gave him
honour. 9AndDavid said to Saul,Why do you give any attention to thosewho say that it
is my desire to do you wrong? 10Look! you have seen today how the Lord gave you up
into my hands even now in the hollow of the rocks: and some would have had me put
you to death, but I hadpity on you: for I said, Neverwillmyhandbe lifted up againstmy
lord, who has beenmarkedwith the holy oil. 11And see, my father, see the skirt of your
robe in my hand: for the fact that I took off the skirt of your robe and did not put you
to death is witness that I have no evil purpose, and I have done you no wrong, though
you arewaiting formy life to take it. 12May the Lord be judge betweenme and you, and
may the Lord givememy rights against you, butmyhandwill never be lifted up against
you. 13 There is an old saying, From the evil-doer comes evil: but my hand will never
be lifted up against you. 14After whom has the king of Israel come out? for whom are
you searching? for a dead dog, an insect. 15So let the Lord be judge, and give a decision
between me and you, and see and give support to my cause, and keep me from falling
into your hands. 16NowwhenDavid had said thesewords to Saul, Saul said, Is this your
voice, David, my son? And Saul was overcome with weeping. 17And he said to David,
You are right and I am wrong: for you have given me back good, but I have given you
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evil. 18And you have made clear to me how good you have been to me today: because,
when the Lord gave me up into your hands, you did not put me to death. 19 If a man
comes across his hater, will he let him get away safe? so may you be rewarded by the
Lord forwhat youhavedone forme today. 20Andnow I amcertain that youwill be king,
and that the kingdom of Israel will be made strong under your authority. 21 So give me
your oath by the Lord, that you will not put an end to my seed after me or let my name
be cut off frommy father's family. 22And David gave Saul his oath. And Saul went back
to his house; but David and his menwent up to their safe place.

25
1And death came to Samuel; and all Israel came together, weeping for him, and put

his body in its resting-place in his house at Ramah. Then Davidwent down to thewaste
land ofMaon. 2Now there was aman inMaonwhose business was in Carmel; he was a
great man and had three thousand sheep and a thousand goats: and hewas cutting the
wool of his sheep in Carmel. 3Now thismanwas namedNabal, and hiswife's namewas
Abigail: shewas awoman of good sense and pleasing looks: but themanwas cruel and
evil in his ways; he was of the family of Caleb. 4And David had word in the waste land
that Nabal was cutting the wool of his sheep. 5And David sent ten youngmen, and said
to them, Go up to Carmel and go to Nabal, and say kindwords to him inmy name; 6And
say this to my brother, May all be well for you: peace be to you and your house and
all you have. 7 I have had word that you have wool-cutters: now the keepers of your
sheep have been with us, and we have done them no evil, and taken nothing of theirs
while they were in Carmel. 8 If your young men are questioned they will say the same
thing. So now, let my young men have grace in your eyes, for we are come at a good
time; please give anything youmayhave by you to your servants and to your sonDavid.
9And when David's young men came, they said all this to Nabal, in David's name, and
said nothing more. 10 And Nabal gave them his answer and said, Who is David? who
is the son of Jesse? there are a number of servants in these days running away from
their masters. 11Am I to take my bread and my wine and the meat I have got ready for
my wool-cutters and give it to men coming from I have no idea where? 12 So David's
young men, turning away, went back and gave him an account of everything he had
said. 13 And David said to his men, Put on your swords, every one of you. And every
man put on his sword; and David did the same; and about four hundred men went up
with David, and two hundred kept watch over their goods. 14But one of the youngmen
said to Nabal's wife Abigail, David sent men from the waste land to say kind words to
ourmaster, and he gave them a rough answer. 15But thesemen have been very good to
us; they did us no wrong and nothing of ours was touched while we were with them in
the fields: 16But day and night theywere like awall round uswhilewewerewith them,
looking after the sheep. 17 So now, give thought to what you are going to do; for evil is
in store for our master and all his house: for he is such a good-for-nothing person that
it is not possible to say anything to him. 18ThenAbigail quickly took two hundred cakes
of bread and two skins full of wine and five sheep ready for cooking and fivemeasures
of dry grain and a hundred parcels of dry grapes and two hundred cakes of figs, and
put them on asses. 19 And she said to her young men, Go on in front of me and I will
come after you. But she said nothing to her husbandNabal. 20Nowwhile shewas going
down under cover of the mountain on her ass, David and his men came down against
her, and suddenly she came face to face with them. 21Now David had said, What was
the use of my taking care of this man's goods in the waste land, so that there was no
loss of anything which was his? he has only given me back evil for good. 22May God's
punishment be on David, if when morning comes there is so much as one male of his
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people still living. 23 And when Abigail saw David, she quickly got off her ass, falling
down on her face before him. 24And falling at his feet she said, May the wrong be on
me, my lord, on me: let your servant say a word to you, and give ear to the words of
your servant. 25Letmy lord give no attention to Nabal, that good-for-nothing: for as his
name is, so is he, a man without sense: but I, your servant, did not see the young men
whommy lord sent. 26So now,my lord, by the living God and by your living soul, seeing
that the Lord has kept you from the crime of blood and from taking into your hands
the punishment for your wrongs, may all your haters, and those who would do evil to
my lord, be like Nabal. 27And let this offering, which your servant gives to my lord, be
given to the youngmenwho are with my lord. 28Andmay the sin of your servant have
forgiveness: for the Lord will certainly make your family strong, because my lord is
fighting in the Lord's war; and no evil will be seen in you all your days. 29And though a
man has taken up arms against you, putting your life in danger, still the soul of my lord
will be kept safe among the band of the living with the Lord your God; and the souls of
thosewho are against you hewill send violently away fromhim, like stones from a bag.
30And when the Lord has done for my lord all those good things which he has said he
will do for you, and has made you a ruler over Israel; 31 Then you will have no cause
for grief, and my lord's heart will not be troubled because you have taken life without
cause and have yourself given punishment for your wrongs: and when the Lord has
been good to you, then give a thought to your servant. 32AndDavid said to Abigail, May
the Lord, the God of Israel, be praised, who sent you to me today: 33A blessing on your
goodsenseandonyou,whohavekeptme today fromthecrimeofbloodand fromtaking
into my hands the punishment for my wrongs. 34 For truly, by the living Lord, the God
of Israel, who has kept me from doing you evil, if you had not been so quick in coming
tome andmeetingme, by dawn therewould not have been inNabal's house somuch as
onemale living. 35Then David took from her hands her offering: and he said to her, Go
back to your house in peace; see, I have given ear to your voice, and taken your offering
with respect. 36And Abigail went back to Nabal; and he was feasting in his house like a
king; and Nabal's heart was full of joy, for he had takenmuchwine; so she said nothing
to him till dawn came. 37 And in the morning, when the effect of the wine was gone,
Nabal's wife gave him an account of all these things, and all the heart went out of him,
and he became like stone. 38And about ten days after, the Lord sent disease on Nabal
and death came to him. 39And David, hearing that Nabal was dead, said, May the Lord
bepraised,whohas takenupmycause againstNabal for the shamewhichheput onme,
and has kept back his servant from evil, and has sent on Nabal's head the reward of his
evil-doing. AndDavid sentword to Abigail, desiring to take her as hiswife. 40Andwhen
David's servants came to Carmel, to Abigail, they said to her, David has sent us to you to
take you to him as his wife. 41And she got up, and going down on her face to the earth,
said, See, I am ready to be a servant-girl, washing the feet of the servants of my lord.
42Then Abigail got up quickly andwent on her ass, with five of her youngwomen, after
the men whom David had sent; and she became David's wife. 43And David had taken
Ahinoam of Jezreel, to be his wife; these two were his wives. 44Now Saul had given his
daughter Michal, David's wife, to Palti the son of Laish of Gallim.

26
1And the Ziphites came to Saul at Gibeah, and said, Is not Davidwaiting secretly near

us in the hill of Hachilah, before the waste land? 2 Then Saul went down to the waste
land of Ziph, taking with him three thousand of the best men of Israel, to make search
for David in the waste land of Ziph. 3And Saul put up his tents on the hill of Hachilah,
which is in front of the waste land on the road. But David was in the waste land, and
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he saw that Saul was coming after him. 4And so David sent out watchers, and got word
from them that Saul was certainly coming. 5 And David got up and came to the place
where Saul's tents were: and David had a view of the place where Saul was sleeping
withAbner, the sonofNer, the captain of his army: and Saulwas sleeping inside the ring
of carts, and the tents of the peoplewere all round him. 6Then David said to Ahimelech
the Hittite, and to Abishai, the son of Zeruiah, brother of Joab, Who will go down with
me to the tents of Saul? AndAbishai said, Iwill godownwithyou. 7SoDavidandAbishai
came down to the army by night: and Saul was sleeping inside the ring of carts with his
spear planted in the earth by his head: and Abner and the people were sleeping round
him. 8Then Abishai said to David, God has given up your hater into your hands today;
now let me give him one blow through to the earth with his spear, and there will be
no need to give him a second. 9And David said to Abishai Do not put him to death; for
who, without sin, may put out his hand against the man on whom the Lord has put the
holy oil? 10And David said, By the living Lord, the Lord will send destruction on him;
the natural day of his death will come, or he will go into the fight and come to his end.
11Never will my hand be stretched out against the man marked with the holy oil; but
take the spearwhich is byhis headand the vessel ofwater, and let us go. 12SoDavid took
the spear and the vessel of water from Saul's head; and they got awaywithout anyman
seeing them, or being conscious of their coming, or awaking; for they were all sleeping
because a deep sleep from the Lord had come on them. 13Then David went over to the
other side, and took his place on the top of amountain some distance away, with a great
space between them; 14And crying out to the people and to Abner, the son of Ner, David
said, Have youno answer to give, Abner? ThenAbner said,Who is that crying out to the
king? 15AndDavid said toAbner, Areyounot amanofwar? is thereanyother likeyou in
Israel? why then have younot keptwatch over your lord the king? for one of the people
came in to put the king your lord to death. 16What you have done is not good. By the
living Lord, death is the right fate for you, because you have not kept watch over your
lord, theman onwhom the Lord has put the holy oil. Now see, where is the king's spear,
and the vessel of water which was by his head? 17 And Saul, conscious that the voice
wasDavid's, said, Is that your voice, David,my son? AndDavid said, It ismy voice, Omy
lord king. 18And he said, Why does my lord go armed against his servant? what have I
done? or what evil is there in me? 19Let my lord the king give ear now to the words of
his servant. If it is the Lord who is moving you against me, let him take an offering: but
if it is the children ofmen,may they be cursed before the Lord, for drivingme out today
and keepingme frommy place in the heritage of the Lord, saying, Go, be the servant of
other gods. 20Then do not let my blood be drained out on the earth away from the face
of the Lord: for the king of Israel has come out to takemy life, like one going after birds
in themountains. 21ThenSaul said, I havedonewrong: comeback tome, Davidmy son:
I will do you no more wrong, because my life was dear to you today truly, I have been
foolish andmy error is very great. 22ThenDavid said, Here is the king's spear! let one of
the youngmen come over and get it. 23And the Lord will give to everyman the reward
of his righteousness and his faith: because the Lord gave you into my hands today, and
I would not put out my hand against the man who has been marked with the holy oil.
24And so, as your life was dear to me today, may my life be dear to the Lord, and may
he makeme free from all my troubles. 25Then Saul said to David, May a blessing be on
you, David,my son; youwill do great things andwithout doubt youwill overcome. Then
David went on his way, and Saul went back to his place.

27
1And David said to himself, Some day death will come to me by the hand of Saul: the
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only thing for me to do is to get away into the land of the Philistines; then Saul will give
up hope of taking me in any part of the land of Israel: and so I may be able to get away
fromhim. 2So David and the six hundredmenwhowerewith himwent over to Achish,
the sonofMaoch, kingofGath. 3AndDavidandhismenwere livingwithAchishatGath;
every man had his family with him, and David had his two wives, Ahinoam of Jezreel,
and Abigail of Carmel, who had been the wife of Nabal. 4And Saul, hearing that David
had gone to Gath, went after him no longer. 5 Then David said to Achish, If now I have
grace in your eyes, let me have a place in one of the smaller towns of your land, to be
my living-place; for it is not right for your servant to be living with you in the king's
town. 6 So Achish straight away gave him Ziklag: and for that reason Ziklag has been
the property of the kings of Judah to this day. 7And David was living in the land of the
Philistines for the space of a year and four months. 8And David and his men went up
andmade attacks on the Geshurites and the Girzites and the Amalekites; for thesewere
the people who were living in the land from Telam on the way to Shur, as far as Egypt.
9And David again and again made attacks on the land till not a man or a woman was
still living; and he took away the sheep and the oxen and the asses and the camels and
the clothing; and he came back to Achish. 10And every time Achish said, Where have
you been fighting today? David said, Against the South of Judah and the South of the
Jerahmeelites and the South of the Kenites. 11Not one living man or woman did David
ever take back with him to Gath, fearing that they might give an account of what had
taken place, and say, This is what David did, and so has he been doing all the timewhile
he has been living in the land of the Philistines. 12And Achish had belief in what David
said, saying, He has made himself hated by all his people Israel, and so he will be my
servant for ever.

28
1 Now in those days the Philistines got their forces together to make war on Israel.

AndAchish said to David, Certainly you and yourmen are to go outwithme to the fight.
2AndDavid said to Achish, Youwill see nowwhat your servantwill do. AndAchish said
to David, Then I will make you keeper of my head for ever. 3 Now Samuel was dead,
and all Israel, afterweeping for him, had put his body in its last resting-place in Ramah,
his town. And Saul had put away from the land all those who had control of spirits and
who made use of secret arts. 4 And the Philistines came together and put their forces
in position in Shunem; and Saul got all Israel together and they took up their positions
in Gilboa. 5And when Saul saw the Philistine army he was troubled, and his heart was
movedwith fear. 6Andwhen Saulwent for directions to the Lord, the Lord gave himno
answer, by a dream or by the Urim or by the prophets. 7Then Saul said to his servants,
Get me a woman who has control of a spirit so that I may go to her and get directions.
Andhis servants said tohim, There is suchawomanatEn-dor. 8SoSaul, puttingonother
clothing, so that hemight not be seen to be the king, took twomenwith himandwent to
thewoman by night; and he said, Now,with the help of the spirit which you have,make
the person whose name I will give you come up. 9And the woman said to him, But you
have knowledge of what Saul has done, how he has put away out of the land those who
have control of spirits and the users of secret arts: whywould you, by a trick, put me in
danger of death? 10AndSaulmade anoath to her by the Lord, saying, By the living Lord,
no punishment will come to you for this. 11 Then the woman said, Who am I to let you
see? And he said, Make Samuel come up forme. 12And thewoman saw that it was Saul,
and she gave a loud cry, and said to Saul,Why have youmade use of deceit? for you are
Saul. 13And the king said to her, Have no fear: what do you see? And the woman said
to Saul, I see a god coming up out of the earth. 14And he said to her, What is his form?
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And she said, It is an old man coming up covered with a robe. And Saul saw that it was
Samuel, and with his face bent down to the earth he gave him honour. 15And Samuel
said to Saul, Why have you made me come up, troubling my rest? And Saul in answer
said, I am in great danger; for the Philistines are making war onme, and God has gone
away fromme andwill no longer giveme any answer, by the prophets or by dreams: so
I have sent for you tomake clear tomewhat I am to do. 16And Samuel said,Why do you
put your questions to me, seeing that God has gone away from you and is on the side
of him who is against you? 17And the Lord himself has done what I said: the Lord has
taken the kingdom out of your hand and given it to your neighbour David; 18 Because
you did not do what the Lord said, and did not give effect to his burning wrath against
Amalek. So the Lord has done this thing to you today. 19And more than this, the Lord
will give Israel up with you into the hands of the Philistines: and tomorrow you and
your sonswill bewithme: and the Lordwill give up the army of Israel into the hands of
the Philistines. 20Then Saul went downflat on the earth, andwas full of fear because of
Samuel's words: and therewas no strength in him, for he had taken no food all that day
or all that night. 21And the woman came to Saul and saw that he was in great trouble,
and said to him, See now, your servant has given ear to your words, and I have put my
life in danger by doing what you said. 22 So now, give ear to the voice of your servant,
and let me give you a little bread; and take some food to give you strength when you go
on your way. 23 But he would not, saying, I have no desire for food. But his servants,
together with the woman, made him take food, and he gave way to them. So he got up
from the earth, and tookhis seat on the bed. 24And thewomanhad in thehouse a young
cow,made fat for food; and she put it to death straight away; and she tookmeal and got
it mixed and made unleavened bread; 25 And she put it before Saul and his servants,
and they had ameal. Then they got up andwent away the same night.

29
1Now the Philistines got all their army together at Aphek: and the Israelites put their

forces in position by the fountain in Jezreel. 2 And the lords of the Philistines went
on with their hundreds and their thousands, and David and his men came after with
Achish. 3 Then the rulers of the Philistines said, What are these Hebrews doing here?
And Achish said to the rulers of the Philistines, Is this not David, the servant of Saul the
king of Israel, whohas beenwithme for a year or two, and I have never seen anywrong
in him from the time when he came to me till now? 4 But the rulers of the Philistines
were angry with him, and said to him, Make the man go back to the place you have
given him; do not let him go down with us to the fight, or he may be turned against us
and be false to us: for how will this man make peace with his lord? will it not be with
the heads of these men? 5 Is this not David, who was named in their songs, when in
the dance they said to one another, Saul has put to death thousands, and David tens of
thousands? 6 Then Achish sent for David and said to him, By the living Lord, you are
upright, and everything you have done with me in the army has been pleasing to me: I
have seen no evil in you from the day when you came tome till now: but still, the lords
are not pleasedwith you. 7So now go back, and go in peace, so that you do notmake the
lords of the Philistines angry. 8And David said to Achish, But what have I done? what
have you seen in your servant while I have beenwith you till this day, that I may not go
and take up arms against those who are now making war on my lord the king? 9And
Achish in answer said, It is true that in my eyes you are good, like an angel of God: but
still, the rulers of the Philistines have said, He is not to go up with us to the fight. 10 So
get up early in the morning, with the servants of your lord who are with you, and go to
the place I have given you, and have no evil design in your heart, for you are good inmy
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eyes; but when there is light enough in the morning, go away. 11 So David and his men
got up early in the morning to go back to the land of the Philistines. And the Philistines
went up to Jezreel.

30
1Now when David and his men came to Ziklag on the third day, the Amalekites had

made an attack on the South and on Ziklag, and had overcome Ziklag and put it on fire;
2 And had made the women and all who were there, small and great, prisoners: they
had not put any of them to death, but had taken them all away. 3And when David and
his men came to the town, they saw that it had been burned down, and their wives and
their sons and daughters had been made prisoners. 4 Then David and the people who
were with him gave themselves up to weeping till they were able to go on weeping no
longer. 5 And David's two wives, Ahinoam of Jezreel and Abigail, the wife of Nabal of
Carmel, had been made prisoners. 6 And David was greatly troubled; for the people
were talking of stoning him, because their hearts were bitter, everyman sorrowing for
his sons and his daughters: but David made himself strong in the Lord his God. 7And
David said toAbiathar thepriest, the sonofAhimelech, Comehere tomewith theephod.
And Abiathar took the ephod to David. 8 Then David, questioning the Lord, said, Am I
to go after this band? will I be able to overtake them? And in answer he said, Go after
them, for you will certainly overtake them, and get back everything. 9 So David went,
and his six hundred men went with him, and they came to the stream Besor. 10 And
David, with four hundredmen,went on: but two hundred of themwere overcomewith
weariness, andnot able to goacross the stream. 11And in thefields they sawanEgyptian
whom they took to David, and they gave him bread, and he had a meal, and they gave
him water for drink; 12And they gave him part of a cake of figs and some dry grapes;
and after the food, his spirit came back to him, for he had had no food or drink for three
days and nights. 13And David said to him,Whoseman are you andwhere do you come
from? And he said, I am a youngman of Egypt, servant to an Amalekite; andmymaster
went on without me because three days back I became ill. 14Wemade an attack on the
south part of the country of the Cherethites, and on the land which is Judah's, and on
the south of Caleb; and we put Ziklag on fire. 15 And David said to him, Will you take
me down to this band? And he said, If you give me your oath that you will not put me
to death or give me up to mymaster, I will take you to them. 16And when he had taken
himdown, they saw themall, seated about on all sides, feasting and drinking among all
themass of goods which they had taken from the land of the Philistines and the land of
Judah. 17AndDavidwent onfighting themfromevening till the eveningof thedayafter;
and not one of them got away but only four hundred young men who went in flight on
camels. 18AndDavid got back everything the Amalekites had taken; and he got back his
two wives. 19There was no loss of anything, small or great, sons or daughters or goods
or anything which they had taken away: David got it all back. 20And they took all the
flocks andherds, and driving them in front of him, said, These areDavid's. 21AndDavid
came to the two hundred men, who because of weariness had not gone with him, but
werewaitingat the streamBesor: and theywent out,meetingDavidand thepeoplewho
werewithhim; andwhen they camenear them, they said,Howareyou? 22Then thebad
andgood-for-nothingmenamong thosewhowentwithDavid said, Because theydidnot
go with us, we will give them nothing of the goods which we have got back, but only to
every man his wife and children, so that he may take them and go. 23Then David said,
You are not to do this, my brothers, after what the Lord has given us, who has kept us
safe and given up the band which came against us into our hands. 24Who is going to
give any attention to you in this question? for an equal part will be given to him who
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went to thefight and tohimwhowaswaiting by the goods: they are all to have the same.
25And so he made it a rule and an order for Israel from that day till now. 26And when
David came to Ziklag, he sent some of the goods to the responsiblemen of Judah, and to
his friends, saying,Here is anoffering for you from the goods of thosewhowerefighting
against theLord; 27He sent to thosewhowere inBeth-el, and inRamahof the South, and
in Jattir; 28And to those in Arara and Eshtemoa 29 and Carmel and in the towns of the
Jerahmeelites, and in the towns of theKenites; 30And to thosewhowere inHormah and
in Bor-ashan and in Athach; 31And inHebron, and to all the placeswhere David and his
men had been living.

31
1Now the Philistines were fighting against Israel: and themen of Israel went in flight

before the Philistines, falling down wounded in Mount Gilboa. 2 And the Philistines
overtook Saul and his sons; and they put to death Jonathan and Abinadab and Malchi-
shua, the sons of Saul. 3And the fight was going badly for Saul, and the archers came
across him, and he was wounded by the archers. 4 Then Saul said to the servant who
had the care of his arms, Take out your sword and put it throughme, before these men
without circumcision come and make sport of me. But his servant, full of fear, would
not do so. Then Saul took out his sword, and falling on it, put an end to himself. 5And
when his servant saw that Saul was dead, he did the same, and was united with him
in death. 6 So death overtook Saul and his three sons and his servant on the same day.
7Andwhen themen of Israel across the valley and on the other side of Jordan saw that
the army of Israel was in flight and that Saul and his sons were dead, they came out of
their towns and went in flight; and the Philistines came and took them for themselves.
8 Now on the day after, when the Philistines came to take their goods from the dead,
they saw Saul and his three sons dead on the earth in Mount Gilboa. 9And cutting off
his head and taking away his war-dress, they sent word into the land of the Philistines
round about, to take the news to their gods and to the people. 10His war-dress they put
in the house of Astarte; and his body was fixed on the wall of Beth-shan. 11And when
the people of Jabesh-gilead had news of what the Philistines had done to Saul, 12All the
fightingmen got up and, travelling all night, took Saul's body and the bodies of his sons
from thewall of Beth-shan; and they came to Jabesh andhad themburned there. 13And
their bones they put in the earth under a tree in Jabesh; and for seven days they took no
food.
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The Second Book of Samuel
1Now after the death of Saul, when David, having come back from the destruction of

the Amalekites, had been in Ziklag for two days; 2On the third day a man came from
Saul's tents, with his clothing out of order and earth on his head: and when he came
to David, he went down on the earth and gave him honour. 3 And David said to him,
Where have you come from? And he said, I have come in flight from the tents of Israel.
4And David said to him, How did things go? Give me the news. And in answer he said,
The people have gone in flight from the fight, and a great number of themare dead; and
Saul and his son Jonathan are dead. 5And David said to the young man who gave him
thenews,Whyare you certain that Saul andhis son Jonathanare dead? 6And the young
man said, I came by chance to Mount Gilboa, and I saw Saul supporting himself on his
spear; and the war-carriages and horsemen overtook him. 7And looking back, he saw
me and gave a cry tome. And answering him I said, Here am I. 8Andhe said tome,Who
are you? And I said, I am an Amalekite. 9Then he said tome, Come here tomy side, and
put me to death, for the pain of death has me in its grip but my life is still strong in me.
10 So I put my foot on him and gave him his death-blow, because I was certain that he
would not go on living after his fall: and I took the crown from his head and the band
from his arm, and I have them here for my lord. 11Then David gave way to bitter grief,
and so did all the men who were with him: 12And till evening they gave themselves to
sorrow andweeping, and took no food, weeping for Saul and for Jonathan, his son, and
for the people of the Lord and for themen of Israel; because they had come to their end
by the sword. 13And David said to the youngmanwho had given him the news,Where
do you come from? And he said, I am the son of a man from a strange land; I am an
Amalekite. 14AndDavid said to him, Had you no fear of stretching out your hand to put
to death the one marked with the holy oil? 15And David sent for one of his young men
and said, Go near and put an end to him. And he put him to death. 16And David said to
him, May your blood be on your head; for your mouth has given witness against you,
saying, I have put to death the man marked with the holy oil. 17 Then David made this
song of grief for Saul and Jonathan, his son: 18 (It is recorded in the book of Jashar for
teaching to the sons of Judah) and he said: 19 The glory, O Israel, is dead on your high
places! How have the great ones beenmade low! 20Give no news of it in Gath, let it not
be said in the streets of Ashkelon; or the daughters of the Philistines will be glad, the
daughters ofmenwithout circumcisionwill be uplifted in joy. 21Omountains of Gilboa,
let there be no dew or rain on you, you fields of death: for there the arms of the strong
have been shamed, the arms of Saul, as if he had not been marked with the holy oil.
22 From the blood of the dead, from the fat of the strong, the bow of Jonathan was not
turned back, the sword of Saul did not come back unused. 23 Saul and Jonathan were
loved and pleasing; in their lives and in their death they were not parted; they went
more quickly than eagles, they were stronger than lions. 24O daughters of Israel, have
sorrowforSaul, bywhomyouweredelicately clothed in robesof red,withornamentsof
gold on your dresses. 25How have the great ones beenmade low in the fight! Jonathan
is dead on your high places. 26 I am full of grief for you,my brother Jonathan: very dear
have you been to me: your love for me was a wonder, greater than the love of women.
27How have the great ones beenmade low, and the arms of war broken!

2
1Nowafter this, David, questioning the Lord, said, Am I to go up into any of the towns
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of Judah? And the Lord said to him, Go up. And David said, Where am I to go? And
he said, To Hebron. 2 So David went there, taking with him his two wives, Ahinoam
of Jezreel, and Abigail, the wife of Nabal of Carmel. 3And David took all his men with
him, everymanwith his family: and theywere living in the towns roundHebron. 4And
themen of Judah came there, and with the holy oil made David king over the people of
Judah. Andwordcame toDavid that itwas themenof Jabesh-gileadwhoput Saul's body
in its last resting-place. 5And David sent to the men of Jabesh-gilead and said to them,
May the Lord give you his blessing, because you have done this kind act to Saul your
lord, and have put his body to rest! 6May the Lord be good and true to you: and Imyself
will see that yourkindact is rewarded, becauseyouhavedone this thing. 7Then let your
hands be strong, and have no fear: though Saul your lord is dead, the people of Judah
havemademe their king. 8NowAbner, the son of Ner, captain of Saul's army, had taken
Saul's son Ish-bosheth over to Mahanaim, 9 And made him king over Gilead and the
Asherites and over Jezreel and Ephraim and Benjamin, that is, over all Israel. 10 (Saul's
son Ish-boshethwas forty years old when he became king over Israel, and hewas ruler
for two years.) But Judah was on the side of David. 11 And the time when David was
king inHebron over the people of Judahwas seven years and sixmonths. 12AndAbner,
the son of Ner, with the servants of Saul's son Ish-bosheth, went out fromMahanaim to
Gibeon. 13And Joab, the son of Zeruiah, and the servants of David, went out and came
face to facewith themby the pool of Gibeon; and they took up their position, facing one
another on opposite sides of the pool. 14AndAbner said to Joab, Let the youngmen give
a test of their strength before us. And Joab said, Let them do so. 15 So they got up and
went over by number: twelve for Benjamin and Ish-bosheth and twelve of the servants
of David. 16And every one got the other by the head, driving his sword into the other's
side, so they all went down together: and that place was named the Field of Sides, and
it is in Gibeon. 17And therewas hard fighting that day; and Abner and themen of Israel
gave way before the servants of David. 18There were three sons of Zeruiah there, Joab
and Abishai and Asahel: and Asahel was as quick-footed as a roe of the fields. 19Asahel
went running after Abner, not turning to the right or to the left. 20Then Abner, looking
back, said, Is it you, Asahel? Andhe said, It is I. 21AndAbner said, Then go to the right or
to the left and put your hands on one of the fighting-men and take his arms. But Asahel
would not be turned away from going after Abner. 22Then again Abner said to Asahel,
Go toone side, donotkeeponcomingafterme: whywill youmakemeputanend toyou?
for then I will be shamed before your brother Joab. 23But still he did not go to one side:
so Abner gave himaback blow in the stomachwith his spear, so that the spear came out
at his back; and hewent down on the earth, wounded to death: and all thosewho came
to the placewhereAsahelwent downdead, came to a stop. 24But Joab andAbishaiwent
after Abner: and the sun went downwhen they came to the hill of Ammah, which is to
the east of the road through the waste land of Geba. 25And the men of Benjamin came
togetherafterAbner inoneband, and took theirplaceson the topofahill. 26Thencrying
out to Joab, Abner said, Are fighting and destruction to go on for ever? do you not see
that the endwill only be bitter? how longwill it be before you send the people back and
make them give up attacking their countrymen? 27And Joab said, By the living God, if
youhadnot given theword, the peoplewouldhave gone onattacking their countrymen
till the morning. 28 So Joab had a horn sounded, and all the people came to a stop, and
gave up going after Israel and fighting them. 29 And all that night Abner and his men
went through the Arabah; they went over Jordan and through all Bithron and came to
Mahanaim. 30 And Joab came back from fighting Abner: and when he had got all his
men together, it was seen that nineteen of David's men, in addition to Asahel, were not
with them. 31 But David's men had put to death three hundred and sixty of the men
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of Benjamin and of Abner's men 32 And they took Asahel's body and put it in the last
resting-place of his father in Beth-lehem. And Joab and his men, travelling all night,
came to Hebron at dawn.

3
1 Now there was a long war between Saul's people and David's people; and David

became stronger and stronger, but those on Saul's side became more and more feeble.
2While David was in Hebron he became the father of sons: the oldest was Amnon, son
of Ahinoam of Jezreel; 3And the second, Chileab, whose mother was Abigail, the wife
of Nabal the Carmelite; and the third, Absalom, son of Maacah, the daughter of Talmai,
king of Geshur; 4And the fourth, Adonijah, the son ofHaggith; and thefifth, Shephatiah,
the son of Abital; 5And the sixth, Ithream, whosemotherwas David's wife Eglah. These
were the sons of David, whose birth took place in Hebron. 6Now while there was war
between Saul's people and David's people, Abner was making himself strong among
the supporters of Saul. 7Now Saul had among his wives a woman named Rizpah, the
daughter of Aiah: and Ish-bosheth said to Abner,Why have you takenmy father's wife?
8And Abner was very angry at the words of Ish-bosheth, and he said, Am I a dog's head
of Judah? I am this day doing all in my power for the cause of your father Saul and for
his brothers and his friends, and have not given you up into the hands of David, and
now you say I have done wrong with a woman. 9May God's punishment be on Abner,
if I do not for David as the Lord in his oath has said, 10 And if I do not take away the
kingdom from the family of Saul andmake David ruler over Israel and Judah fromDan
as far as Beer-sheba! 11 And so great was Ish-bosheth's fear of Abner that he was not
able to say a word in answer. 12And Abner sent men to David at Hebron, saying, Make
an agreement withme, and I will give youmy support in getting all Israel on your side.
13Andhe said, It iswell; Iwillmake anagreementwith you, but onone condition,which
is, that when you come before me, Saul's daughter Michal is to come with you; till she
comes youwill not seemy face. 14AndDavid sentmen to Saul's son Ish-bosheth, saying,
Giveme backMichal, mywife, whom Imademine for the price of the private parts of a
hundred Philistines. 15 So Ish-bosheth sent and took her from her husband Paltiel, the
son of Laish. 16And her husband went with her as far as Bahurim, weeping while he
went. Then Abner said to him, Go back. And he went back. 17 Then Abner had a talk
with the chief men of Israel, saying, In the past it was your desire to make David your
king: so now, do it: 18For the Lord has said of David, By the hand of my servant David I
willmakemypeople Israel safe from the Philistines, and fromallwho are against them.
19AndAbner said the same things toBenjamin: andhewent toDavid inHebron tomake
clear to him what seemed good to Israel and to all the people of Benjamin. 20 So Abner,
with twenty men, came to Hebron, to David. And David made a feast for Abner and
the men who were with him. 21And Abner said to David, Now I will go, and make all
Israel come to my lord the king, so that they may make an agreement with you, and
your kingdommay be as wide as your heart's desire. Then David sent Abner away and
he went in peace. 22Now the servants of David and Joab had been out attacking a band
of armed men, and they came back with a great store of goods taken in the fight: but
Abner was no longer in Hebron with David, for he had sent him away and he had gone
in peace. 23When Joab and his men came, news was given them that Abner, the son of
Ner, had come to the king, who had let him go away again in peace. 24Then Joab came
to the king, and said, What have you done? when Abner came to you why did you send
him away and let him go? 25 Is it not clear to you that Abner, the son of Ner, came with
deceit to get knowledge of your going out and your coming in and of all you are doing?
26Andwhen Joab had come out fromDavid, he sentmen after Abner, and they overtook
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him at the water-spring of Sirah, and made him come back with them: but David had
no knowledge of it. 27And when Abner was back in Hebron, Joab took him on one side
by the doorway of the town to have a word with him quietly, and there he gave him a
wound in the stomach, causinghis death inpayment for thedeath of his brotherAsahel.
28AndwhenDavid hadword of it he said,May I andmykingdombe clear for ever in the
eyes of the Lord from the blood of Abner, the son of Ner: 29May it come on the head of
Joab and all his father's family: among themen of Joab's familymay there ever be some
who are diseased or lepers, or who do the work of women, or are put to the sword, or
are wasted from need of food! 30 So Joab and Abishai his brother put Abner to death,
because he had put to death their brother Asahel in the fight at Gibeon. 31And David
said to Joab and all the people who were with him, Go in grief and put haircloth about
you, in sorrow for Abner. And King David went after the dead body. 32 And they put
Abner's body to rest in Hebron; and the king and all the peoplewereweeping loudly by
the resting-place of Abner's body. 33 And the king made a song of grief for Abner and
said, Was the death of Abner to be like the death of a foolish man? 34Your hands were
free, your feet were not chained: like the downfall of a man before evil men, so was
your fall. And the weeping of the people over him went on again. 35 And the people
came to make David take food, while it was still day, but David with an oath said, May
God's punishment be on me if I take a taste of bread or any other thing till the sun has
gone down! 36And all the people took note of it and were pleased: like everything the
king did, it was pleasing to the people. 37So it was clear to Israel and to all the people on
that day that the king was not responsible for the death of Abner, the son of Ner. 38And
the king said to his servants, Do you not see that a chief and a greatman has come to his
end today in Israel? 39While I, though I amcrowned king, have little strength, and these
men, the sons of Zeruiah, are out of my control: may the Lord give to the evil-doer the
reward of his evil-doing!

4
1 And when Saul's son Ish-bosheth had news that Abner was dead in Hebron, his

hands became feeble, and all the Israelites were troubled. 2 And Saul's son had two
men, captains of bands, one named Baanah and the other Rechab, sons of Rimmon
the Beerothite, of the tribe of Benjamin; (for Beeroth was at one time taken to be part
of Benjamin: 3 But the people of Beeroth had gone in flight to Gittaim, where they
have been living to this day.) 4 Now Jonathan, Saul's son, had a son whose feet were
damaged. He was five years old when news of the death of Saul and Jonathan came
from Jezreel, and the womanwho took care of him took him up andwent in flight: and
while shewasgettinghimawayasquicklyas shewasable, hehada fall andhis feetwere
damaged. His namewasMephibosheth. 5AndRechab andBaanah, the sons of Rimmon
the Beerothite, went out and came to the house of Ish-bosheth in the heat of the day,
when he was resting in the middle of the day. Now the woman who kept the door was
cleaning grain, and sleep overcame her. 6 And Rechab and his brother Baanah got in
without being seen. 7And when they came into the house, Ish-bosheth was stretched
on his bed in his bedroom; and they made an attack on him and put him to death, and,
cutting off his head, they took it with them and went by the road through the Arabah
all night. 8 And they took the head of Ish-bosheth to David in Hebron, and said to the
king, Here is the head of Ish-bosheth, the son of Saul your hater, whowould have taken
your life; the Lord has taken payment for thewrongs ofmy lord the king from Saul and
his seed today. 9And David made answer to Rechab and his brother Baanah, the sons
of Rimmon the Beerothite, and said to them, By the living Lord, who has kept me safe
from allmy trouble, 10When one came tomewith the news of Saul's death, in the belief
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that it would be good news, I took him and put him to death in Ziklag, which was the
reward I gave him for his news: 11Howmuchmore, when evilmen have put an upright
person to death, in his house, sleeping on his bed, will I take payment from you for his
blood, and have you cut off from the earth? 12And David gave orders to his youngmen
and they put them to death, cutting off their hands and their feet and hanging them up
by the side of the pool in Hebron. But they took the head of Ish-bosheth and put it in its
last resting-place with Abner's body in Hebron.

5
1 Then all the tribes of Israel came to David in Hebron and said, Truly, we are your

bone and your flesh. 2 In the past when Saul was king over us, it was you who went at
the head of Israelwhen theywent out or came in: and the Lord said to you, You are to be
thekeeperofmypeople Israel and their ruler. 3Soall the responsiblemenof Israel came
to the king at Hebron; and King Davidmade an agreement with them in Hebron before
the Lord: and they put the holy oil on David and made him king over Israel. 4 David
was thirty years old when he became king, and he was king for forty years, 5 Ruling
over Judah in Hebron for seven years and six months, and in Jerusalem, over all Israel
and Judah, for thirty-three years. 6And the king and hismenwent to Jerusalem against
the Jebusites, the people of the land: and they said to David, You will not come in here,
but the blind and the feeble-footed will keep you out; for they said, David will not be
able to come in here. 7 But David took the strong place of Zion, which is the town of
David. 8 And that day David said, Whoever makes an attack on the Jebusites, let him
go up by the water-pipe, and put to death all the blind and feeble-footed who are hated
by David. And this is why they say, The blind and feeble-footed may not come into the
house. 9SoDavid took the strong tower for his living-place, naming it the townofDavid.
And David took in hand the building of the town all round, starting from the Millo.
10AndDavidbecamegreater and greater; for theLord, theGodof armies,waswithhim.
11And Hiram, king of Tyre, sent men to David, with cedar-trees and woodworkers and
stoneworkers: and theymade David a house. 12And David saw that the Lord hadmade
his position safe as king over Israel, and that he had made his kingdom great because
of his people Israel. 13And David took more women and wives in Jerusalem, after he
had come from Hebron: and he had more sons and daughters. 14 These are the names
of those whose birth took place in Jerusalem: Shammua and Shobab and Nathan and
Solomon 15And Ibhar and Elishua and Nepheg and Japhia 16And Elishama and Eliada
and Eliphelet. 17 And when the Philistines had news that David had been made king
over Israel, they all went up in search of David; and David, hearing of it, went down to
the strong place. 18And when the Philistines came, they went in every direction in the
valley of Rephaim. 19And David, desiring directions from the Lord, said, Am I to go up
against the Philistines? will you give them up intomy hands? And the Lord said, Go up,
for I will certainly give up the Philistines into your hands. 20And David went to Baal-
perazim, and overcame them there; and he said, The Lord has let the forces fighting
againstmebebrokenbeforemeas awall is brokenby rushingwaters. So that placewas
named Baal-perazim. 21And the Philistines, when theywent in flight, did not take their
images with them, and David and his men took them away. 22And the Philistines came
upagain, andwent in every direction in the valley of Rephaim. 23AndwhenDavidwent
for directions to the Lord, he said, You are not to go up against them in front; butmake a
circle round them from the back and come on them opposite the spice-trees. 24Then at
the sound of footsteps in the tops of the trees, go forward quickly, for the Lord has gone
out before you to overcome the armyof the Philistines. 25AndDavid did as the Lordhad
said; and he overcame the Philistines, attacking them from Gibeon to near Gezer.
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6
1 And David got together all the fighting-men of Israel to the number of thirty

thousand; 2And David, and all the people who were with him, went to Baal of Judah to
get the ark of God, over which the holy name is named, the name of the Lord of armies,
whoseplace is between thewingedones. 3And theyput thearkofGodonanewcart and
took it out of the house of Abinadabwhichwas on the hill: andUzzah andAhio, the sons
of Abinadab, were the drivers of the cart. 4AndUzzahwent by the side of the ark, while
Ahiowent before it. 5AndDavid and all themen of Israelmademelody before the Lord
with all their power, with songs andwith corded instruments and instruments of brass.
6And when they came to Nacon's grain-floor, Uzzah put his hand on the ark of God to
keep it safe in its place, for the oxen were out of control. 7And the wrath of the Lord,
burning against Uzzah, sent destruction onhimbecause he hadput his hand on the ark,
and death came to him there by the ark of God. 8And David was angry because of the
Lord's outburst of wrath against Uzzah: and he gave that place the name Perez-uzzah,
which is its name to this day. 9And such was David's fear of the Lord that day, that he
said, Howmay I let the ark of God come tome? 10SoDavid did not let the ark of the Lord
come back to him to the town of David: but had it turned away and put into the house
of Obed-edom the Gittite. 11And the ark of the Lordwas in the house of Obed-edom the
Gittite for three months: and the Lord sent a blessing on Obed-edom and all his family.
12And they said to King David, The blessing of the Lord is on the family of Obed-edom
and on all he has, because of the ark of God. And David went and took the ark of God
from the house of Obed-edom into the town of David with joy. 13And when those who
were lifting the ark of the Lordhad gone six steps, hemade an offering of an ox and a fat
young beast. 14And David, clothed in a linen ephod, was dancing before the Lord with
all his strength. 15 So David and all the men of Israel took up the ark of the Lord with
cries of joy and sounding of horns. 16Andwhen the ark of the Lord came into the town
of David, Michal, Saul's daughter, looking out of the window, saw King David dancing
and jumping before the Lord; and to her mind he seemed foolish. 17And they took in
the ark of the Lord, and put it in its place inside the tent which David had put up for it:
and David made burned offerings and peace-offerings to the Lord. 18And after David
had made the burned offerings and the peace-offerings, he gave the people a blessing
in the name of the Lord of armies. 19And he gave to every man and woman among all
the people, among all the masses of Israel, a cake of bread and a measure of wine and
a cake of dry grapes. Then all the people went away, every man to his house. 20 Then
David came back to give a blessing to his family. AndMichal, Saul's daughter, came out
to him and said, How full of glory was the king of Israel today, who let himself be seen
uncovered byhis servant-girls like a foolish personuncovering himselfwithout shame!
21AndDavid said toMichal, Iwas dancing before the Lord,whoputmeover your father
and all his sons, to make me a ruler over the people of the Lord, over his people Israel:
and Iwill go on playing before the Lord; 22And Iwill do evenworse than this, andmake
myself even lower in your eyes: but the servant-girls of whom you were talking will
give me honour. 23AndMichal, Saul's daughter, had no child till the day of her death.

7
1Now when the king was living in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from

war on every side; 2The king said toNathan the prophet, See now, I am living in a house
of cedar, but the ark of God is housed inside the curtains of a tent. 3 And Nathan said
to the king, Go and do whatever is in your heart; for the Lord is with you. 4Now that
night the word of the Lord came to Nathan, saying, 5Go and say to my servant David,
The Lord says, Are you to be the builder of a house, a living-place for me? 6 For from



2 Samuel 7:7 284 2 Samuel 8:2

the day when I took the children of Israel up out of Egypt till this day, I have had no
house, but have gone from place to place in a tent. 7 In all the places where I went with
all the children of Israel, did I ever say to any of the judges of Israel, to whom I gave
the care of my people Israel, Why have you not made me a house of cedar? 8 Then say
these words to my servant David, The Lord of armies says, I took you from the fields,
from keeping the sheep, so that you might be a ruler over my people, over my people
Israel: 9And I have been with you wherever you went, cutting off before you all those
who were against you; and I will make your name great, like the name of the greatest
ones of the earth. 10And I will make a resting-place formy people Israel, planting them
there, so that theymay be living in the placewhich is theirs, and never again bemoved;
and never again will they be troubled by evil men as they were at the first, 11From the
time when I put judges over my people Israel; and I will give you peace from all who
are against you. And the Lord says to you that he will make you the head of a line of
kings. 12And when the time comes for you to go to rest with your fathers, I will put in
your place your seed after you, the offspring of your body, and I will make his kingdom
strong. 13He will be the builder of a house for my name, and I will make the seat of
his authority certain for ever. 14 I will be to him a father and he will be to me a son: if
he does wrong, I will give him punishment with the rod of men and with the blows of
the children of men; 15Butmymercy will not be taken away from him, as I took it from
him who was before you. 16 And your family and your kingdom will keep their place
before me for ever: the seat of your authority will never be overturned. 17 So Nathan
gave David an account of all these words and this vision. 18 Then David the king went
in and took his seat before the Lord, and said, Who am I, O Lord God, and what is my
family, that you have beenmy guide till now? 19And this was only a small thing to you,
O Lord God; but your words have even been about the far-off future of your servant's
family, O Lord God! 20What more may David say to you? for you have knowledge of
your servant, O Lord God. 21Because of yourword and from your heart, you have done
all this great work, and let your servant see it. 22Truly you are great, O Lord God: there
is no one like you and no other God but you, as is clear fromeverythingwhich has come
to our ears. 23And what other nation in the earth, like your people Israel, did a god go
out to take for himself, to be his people, and tomake a name for himself, and to do great
and strange things for them, driving out a nation and its gods from before his people?
24 But you took and made strong for yourself your people Israel, to be your people for
ever; and you, Lord, became their God. 25And now, O Lord God, may the word which
you have said about your servant and about his family, be made certain for ever, and
may you do as you have said! 26And let your name bemade great for ever, and let men
say, The Lord of armies is God over Israel: and let the family of David your servant be
made strong before you! 27 For you, O Lord of armies, the God of Israel, have clearly
said to your servant, I will make you the head of a family of kings: and so it has come
into your servant's heart to make this prayer to you. 28And now, O Lord God, you are
God and your words are true and you have said you will give your servant this good
thing; 29 So may it be your pleasure to give your blessing to the family of your servant,
so that it may go on for ever before you: (for you, O Lord God, have said it,) and may
your blessing be on your servant's family line for ever!

8
1 And it came about after this that David made an attack on the Philistines and

overcame them; and David took the authority of the mother-town from the hands of
the Philistines. 2 And he overcame the Moabites, and he had them measured with a
line when they were stretched out on the earth; marking out two lines for death and
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one full line for life. So theMoabites became servants to David and gave him offerings.
3 And David overcame Hadadezer, the son of Rehob, king of Zobah, when he went to
make his power seen by the River. 4 And David took from him one thousand, seven
hundred horsemen and twenty thousand footmen: and David had the leg-muscles of
the horses cut, only keeping enough of them for a hundred war-carriages. 5And when
the Aramaeans of Damascus came to the help of Hadadezer, king of Zobah, David put
to the sword twenty-two thousand of the Aramaeans. 6 And David put armed forces
in Aram of Damascus: and the Aramaeans became servants to David and gave him
offerings. And the Lord made David overcome wherever he went. 7 And David took
their gold body-covers from the servants of Hadadezer and took them to Jerusalem.
8 And from Tebah and Berothai, towns of Hadadezer, King David took a great store of
brass. 9AndwhenTou, king ofHamath, hadnews thatDavid had overcomeall the army
of Hadadezer, 10He sent his son Hadoram to David, with words of peace and blessing,
becausehehadovercomeHadadezer in thefight, forHadadezerhadwarswithTou; and
Hadoram took with him vessels of silver and gold and brass: 11These King Davidmade
holy to the Lord, together with the silver and gold which he had taken from the nations
he had overcome — 12 The nations of Edom and Moab, and the children of Ammon
and the Philistines and the Amalekites and the goods he had taken from Hadadezer,
the son of Rehob, king of Zobah. 13 And David got great honour for himself, when he
came back, by the destruction of Edom in the valley of Salt, to the number of eighteen
thousand men. 14And he put armed forces in Edom; all through Edom he had armed
forces stationed, and all the Edomites became servants to David. And the Lord made
David overcome wherever he went. 15And David was king over all Israel, judging and
giving right decisions for all his people. 16And Joab, the son of Zeruiah, was chief of the
army; and Jehoshaphat, the son of Ahilud, was keeper of the records; 17And Zadok and
Abiathar, the son of Ahimelech, the son of Ahitub, were priests; and Seraiah was the
scribe; 18And Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, was over the Cherethites and the Pelethites;
and David's sons were priests.

9
1AndDavid said, Is there still anyoneof Saul's family living, so that Imaybea friend to

him, because of Jonathan? 2Now there was of Saul's people a servant named Ziba, and
they sent him to David; and the king said to him, Are you Ziba? And he said, I am. 3And
the king said, Is there anyone of Saul's family still living, to whom I may be a friend in
God's name? And Ziba said, There is a son of Jonathan, whose feet are damaged. 4And
the king said to him,Where is he? AndZiba said to the king, He is in the house ofMachir,
the son of Ammiel, in Lo-debar. 5 Then King David sent, and had him taken from Lo-
debar, from the house of Machir, the son of Ammiel. 6 And Mephibosheth, the son of
Jonathan, came to David, and falling down on his face, gave him honour. And David
said, Mephibosheth. And answering he said, Your servant is here. 7And David said to
him, Have no fear: for truly Iwill be good to you, because of your father Jonathan, and I
will give back to you all the landwhichwas Saul's; and youwill have a place atmy table
at all times. 8 And he went down on his face before the king, and said, What is your
servant, for you to take note of a dead dog such as I am? 9 Then the king sent for Ziba,
Saul's servant, and said to him, All the property of Saul and of his family I have given
to your master's son. 10 And you and your sons and your servants are to take care of
the land for him, and get in the fruit of it, so that your master's son may have food: but
Mephibosheth, your master's son, will have a place at my table at all times. Now Ziba
had fifteen sons and twenty servants. 11Then Ziba said to the king, Every order which
you have given to your servant will be done. As for Mephibosheth, he had a place at
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David's table, like one of the king's sons. 12AndMephibosheth had a young son named
Mica. Andall thepeople living in thehouseof Zibawere servants toMephibosheth. 13So
Mephibosheth went on living in Jerusalem; for he took all his meals at the king's table;
and he had not the use of his feet.

10
1Now after this, death came to the king of the children of Ammon, and Hanun, his

son, became king in his place. 2And David said, I will be a friend to Hanun, the son of
Nahash, as his father was a friend to me. So David sent his servants, to give himwords
of comfort on account of his father. And David's servants came into the land of the
children of Ammon. 3But the chiefs of the children of Ammon said to Hanun their lord,
Does it seem to you that David is honouring your father by sending comforters to you?
has he not sent his servants to go through the town and make secret observation of it,
and overcome it? 4SoHanun tookDavid's servants, and after cutting offhalf the hair on
their chins, and cutting off the skirts of their robes up to themiddle, he sent them away.
5WhenDavid hadnews of it, he sentmenoutwith the purpose ofmeeting themon their
way, for the men were greatly shamed: and the king said, Go to Jericho till your hair is
long again, and then come back. 6Andwhen the children of Ammon saw that they had
made themselves hated byDavid, they sent to the Aramaeans of Beth-rehob and Zobah,
and got for payment twenty thousand footmen, and they got from the king of Maacah
a thousandmen, and from Tob twelve thousand. 7And hearing of this, David sent Joab
and all the army and the best fighting-men. 8And the children of Ammon came out and
put their forces in position at the way into the town: and the Aramaeans of Zobah and
of Rehob,with themenof Tob andMaacah,were by themselves in thefield. 9Nowwhen
Joab saw that their forces were in position against him in front and at his back, he took
the best of the men of Israel and put them in line against the Aramaeans; 10 And the
rest of the people he put in position against the children of Ammon, with Abishai, his
brother, at their head. 11And he said, If the Aramaeans are stronger and get the better
of me, then you are to come to my help; but if the children of Ammon get the better of
you, I will come to your help. 12Take heart, and let us be strong for our people and for
the towns of our God, and may the Lord do what seems good to him. 13 Then Joab and
the peoplewith himwent forward to the fight against the Aramaeans, and theywent in
flight before him. 14Andwhen the children of Ammon saw the flight of the Aramaeans,
they themselves went in flight from Abishai, and came into the town. So Joab went
back from fighting the children of Ammon and came to Jerusalem. 15 And when the
Aramaeans saw that Israel had overcome them, they got themselves together. 16 And
Hadadezer sent for the Aramaeans who were on the other side of the River: and they
came to Helam, with Shobach, the captain of Hadadezer's army, at their head. 17And
word of thiswas given toDavid: andhe got all Israel together andwent over Jordan and
came toHelam. And theAramaeansput their forces inpositionagainstDavid, andmade
anattackonhim. 18And theAramaeanswent inflightbefore Israel; andDavidput to the
sword themenof sevenhundredAramaeanwar-carriagesand forty thousand footmen,
andShobach, the captainof thearmy,waswounded, and came tohis death there. 19And
when all the kings who were servants of Hadadezer saw that they were overcome by
Israel, they made peace with Israel and became their servants. So the Aramaeans, in
fear, gave nomore help to the children of Ammon.

11
1 Now in the spring, at the time when kings go out to war, David sent Joab and his

servants and all Israel with him; and they made waste the land of the children of
Ammon, and took up their position before Rabbah, shutting it in. But David was still
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at Jerusalem. 2Now one evening, David got up from his bed, and while he was walking
on the roof of theking's house, he saw fromthereawomanbathing; and thewomanwas
very beautiful. 3And David sent to get knowledge who the woman was. And one said,
Is this not Bath-sheba, the daughter of Eliam and wife of Uriah the Hittite? 4And David
sent and took her; and she came to him, and he took her to his bed: (for she had been
made clean;) then shewent back to her house. 5And thewomanbecamewith child; and
she sent word to David that she was with child. 6And David sent to Joab saying, Send
Uriah the Hittite to me. And Joab sent Uriah to David. 7And when Uriah came to him,
David put questions to him about how Joab and the people were, and how the war was
going. 8And David said to Uriah, Go down to your house and let your feet be washed.
And Uriah went away from the king's house, and an offering from the king was sent
after him. 9But Uriah took his rest at the door of the king's house, with all the servants
of his lord, and did not go down to his house. 10Andwhenwordwas given to David that
Uriah had not gone down to his house, David said to Uriah, Have you not come from
a journey? why did you not go down to your house? 11And Uriah said to David, Israel
and Judahwith the ark are living in tents, andmy lord Joab and the other servants ofmy
lord are sleeping in the open field; and am I to go to my house and take food and drink,
and go to bedwithmywife? By the living Lord, and by the life of your soul, I will not do
such a thing. 12And David said to Uriah, Be here today, and after that I will let you go.
So Uriah was in Jerusalem that day and the day after. 13And when David sent for him,
he took meat and drink with him, and David made him the worse for drink: and when
evening came, he went to rest on his bed with the servants of his lord, but he did not
go down to his house. 14Now in the morning, David gave Uriah a letter to take to Joab.
15And in the letter he said, Take care to put Uriah in the very front of the line, where the
fighting is most violent, and go back from him, so that he may be overcome and put to
death. 16 So while Joab was watching the town, he put Uriah in the place where it was
clear to him the best fighters were. 17And themen of the townwent out and had a fight
with Joab: and a number of David'smen came to their death in the fight, andwith them
Uriah the Hittite. 18Then Joab sent David news of everything which had taken place in
the war: 19And he gave orders to the man who took the news, saying, After you have
given the king all the news about the war, 20 If the king is angry and says, Why did you
go so near the town for the fight? was it not certain that their archers would be on the
wall? 21Who put Abimelech, the son of Jerubbaal, to death? did not a woman send a
great stone down onhim from thewall, putting him to death at Thebez? why did you go
sonear thewall? Then say tohim, Your servantUriah theHittite is among thedead. 22So
themanwent, and came toDavid, and gavehimall the newswhich Joabhad sent him to
give; then Davidwas angrywith Joab and said,Why did you go so near the town for the
fight? was it not certain that their archers would be on the wall? who put Abimelech,
the son of Jerubbaal, to death? did not a woman send a great stone down on him from
the wall, putting him to death at Thebez? why did you go so near the wall? 23And the
man said to David, Truly the men got the better of us, and came out against us into the
open country, but we sent them back to the very doors of the town. 24And the archers
sent their arrows at your servants from the wall, and some of the king's servants are
dead, and among them is your servant Uriah the Hittite. 25Then David said to theman,
Go and say to Joab, Donot let this be a grief to you; for onemanmay come tohis deathby
the sword like another: put up an even stronger fight against the town, and take it: and
do you put heart into him. 26And when the wife of Uriah had news that her husband
was dead, she gave herself up to weeping for him. 27 And when the days of weeping
were past, David sent for her, and took her into his house, and she became his wife and
gave him a son. But the Lord was not pleased with the thing David had done.
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12
1And the Lord sent Nathan to David. And Nathan came to him and said, There were

twomen in the same town: one aman of great wealth, and the other a poor man. 2The
man of wealth had great numbers of flocks and herds; 3But the poorman had only one
little she-lamb, which he had got and taken care of: from its birth it had been with him
like one of his children; his meat was its food, and from his cup it took its drink, resting
in his arms, and it was like a daughter to him. 4Now a traveller came to the house of
the man of wealth, but he would not take anything from his flock or his herd to make a
meal for the traveller who had come to him, but he took the poorman's lamb andmade
it ready for the man who had come. 5 And David was full of wrath against that man;
and he said to Nathan, By the living Lord, death is the right punishment for the man
who has done this: 6 And he will have to give back four times the value of the lamb,
because he has done this and because he had no pity. 7And Nathan said to David, You
are that man. The Lord God of Israel says, I made you king over Israel, putting holy oil
on you, and I kept you safe from the hands of Saul; 8 I gave you your master's daughter
and yourmaster's wives for yourself, and I gave you the daughters of Israel and Judah;
and if that had not been enough, I would have given you such and such things. 9Why
then have you had no respect for the word of the Lord, doing what is evil in his eyes?
You have put Uriah the Hittite to death with the sword, and have taken his wife to be
your wife; you have put him to death with the sword of the children of Ammon. 10 So
now the sword will never be turned away from your family; because you have had no
respect for me, and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife. 11The Lord
says, From those of your family I will send evil against you, and before your very eyes I
will take yourwives and give them to your neighbour, and hewill take yourwives to his
bed by the light of this sun. 12You did it secretly; but I will do this thing before all Israel
and in the light of the sun. 13AndDavid said to Nathan, Great ismy sin against the Lord.
And Nathan said to David, The Lord has put away your sin; deathwill not come on you.
14But still, because you have had no respect for the Lord, death will certainly overtake
the child who has newly come to birth. 15 Then Nathan went back to his house. And
the hand of the Lordwas onDavid's son, the child of Uriah'swife, and it became very ill.
16SoDavidmadeprayer toGod for the child; andhe tookno fooddayafterday, andwent
in and, stretching himself out on the earth, was there all night. 17And the chief men of
his house got up and went to his side to make him get up from the earth, but he would
not; and he would not take food with them. 18And then on the seventh day the child's
death took place. AndDavid's servantswere in fear of giving him the news of the child's
death: for they said, Truly, while the childwas still living he gave no attentionwhenwe
said anything to him: what will he do to himself if we give him word that the child is
dead? 19 But when David saw that his servants were talking together quietly, he was
certain that the child was dead: and he said to his servants, Is the child dead? and they
said, He is. 20Then David got up from the earth, and after washing and rubbing himself
with oil and changinghis clothing, hewent into thehouse of theLord andgaveworship:
then he went back to his house, and at his order they put food before him and he had a
meal. 21Then his servants said to him,Why have you been acting in thisway? youwere
weeping and goingwithout foodwhile the child was still living; but when the child was
dead, you got up and had a meal. 22And he said, While the child was still living I went
without food and gavemyself up to weeping: for I said,Who is able to say that the Lord
will not havemercy onme and give the child life? 23But now that the child is dead there
is no reason for me to go without food; am I able to make him come back to life? I will
go to him, but he will never come back to me. 24 And David gave comfort to his wife
Bath-sheba, and he went in to her and had connection with her: and she had a son to
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whomshe gave thenameSolomon. Andhewas dear to the Lord. 25Andhe sentwordby
Nathan the prophet, who gave him the name Jedidiah, by the word of the Lord. 26Now
Joabwasfighting against Rabbah, in the land of the children of Ammon, andhe took the
water-town. 27And Joabsentmen toDavid, saying, I havemadewaragainstRabbahand
have taken the water-town. 28 So now, get the rest of the people together, and put them
in position against the town and take it, for if I take it, it will be named after my name.
29 Then David got all the people together and went to Rabbah and made war on it and
took it. 30And he took the crown of Milcom from his head; the weight of it was a talent
of gold, and in it were stones of great price; and it was put on David's head. And he took
a great store of goods from the town. 31And he took the people out of the town and put
them to work with wood-cutting instruments, and iron grain-crushers, and iron axes,
and at brick-making: this he did to all the towns of the children of Ammon. Then David
and all the people went back to Jerusalem.

13
1Nowafter this, it cameabout that Absalom, David's son, had abeautiful sister,whose

namewas Tamar; and David's son Amnonwas in love with her. 2And he was so deeply
in love that he became ill because of his sister Tamar; for she was a virgin, and so it
seemed hard to Amnon to do anything to her. 3 But Amnon had a friend whose name
was Jonadab, the son of Shimeah, David's brother: and Jonadab was a very wise man.
4 And he said to him, O son of the king, why are you getting thinner day by day? will
you not say what your trouble is? And Amnon said to him, I am in love with Tamar, my
brotherAbsalom's sister. 5Then Jonadab said to him, Go to your bed, and let it seem that
youare ill: andwhenyour father comes to seeyou, say tohim, LetmysisterTamar come
and givemebread, and get the food ready beforemy eyes, so that Imay see it and take it
from her hand. 6 So Amnon went to bed andmade himself seem ill: and when the king
came to see him, Amnon said to the king, Please letmy sister Tamar come andmakeme
one or two cakes before my eyes, so that I may take food from her hand. 7 Then David
sent to the house for Tamar and said, Go now to your brother Amnon's house and get a
meal for him. 8 So Tamar went to her brother Amnon's house; and he was in bed. And
she took paste and made cakes before his eyes, cooking them over the fire. 9 And she
took the cooking-pot, and put the cakes before him, but he would not take them. And
Amnon said, Let everyone go away fromme. So they all went out. 10Then Amnon said
toTamar, Take the foodandcome intomybedroom, so that Imay take it fromyourhand.
So Tamar took the cakes she had made and went with them into her brother Amnon's
bedroom. 11And when she took them to give them to him, he put his arms round her
and said, Come to bed, my sister. 12And answering him, she said, O my brother, do not
put shame on me; it is not right for such a thing to be done in Israel: do not this evil
thing. 13Whatwill become ofme inmy shame? and as for you, youwill be looked down
on with disgust by all Israel. Now then, go and make your request to the king, for he
will not keep me from you. 14 But he would not give attention to what she said: but
being stronger than she, he took her by force, and had connection with her. 15 Then
Amnon was full of hate for her, hating her with a hate greater than his earlier love for
her. And he said to her, Get up and be gone. 16And she said to him, Not so, my brother,
for this great wrong in sending me away is worse than what you did to me before. But
he gave no attention to her. 17 Then he gave a cry to the servant who was waiting on
him and said, Put this woman out, and let the door be locked after her. 18Now she had
on a long robe, such as in past times the king's virgin daughters were dressed in. Then
the servant put her out, locking the door after her. 19And Tamar, in her grief, put dust
on her head; and she put her hand on her head and went away crying loudly. 20 And



2 Samuel 13:21 290 2 Samuel 14:7

her brother Absalom said to her, Has your brother Amnon been with you? but now,
let there be an end to your crying, my sister: he is your brother, do not take this thing
to heart. So Tamar went on living uncomforted in her brother's house. 21 But when
King David had news of all these things hewas very angry; but he did notmake trouble
for Amnon his son, for he was dear to David, being his oldest son. 22But Absalom said
nothing to his brother Amnon, good or bad: for he was full of hate for him, because
he had taken his sister Tamar by force. 23Now after two full years, Absalom had men
cutting the wool of his sheep in Baal-hazor, which is near Ephraim: and he sent for all
the king's sons to come to his feast. 24And Absalom came to the king and said, See now,
your servant is cutting the wool of his sheep; will the king and his servants be pleased
to come? 25And the king said to Absalom, No, my son, let us not all go, or the number
will be over-great for you. And he made his request again, but he would not go, but
he gave him his blessing. 26 Then Absalom said, If you will not go, then let my brother
Amnon gowith us. And the king said to him, Is there any reason for him to gowith you?
27But Absalomwent on requesting him till he let Amnon and all the king's sons gowith
him. And Absalommade a great feast like a feast for a king. 28Now Absalom had given
orders to his servants, saying, Now take note when Amnon's heart is glad with wine;
and when I say to you, Make an attack on Amnon, then put him to death without fear:
have I not given you orders? be strong and without fear. 29 So Absalom's servants did
to Amnon as Absalomhad given them orders. Then all the king's sons got up, and every
man got on his beast andwent in flight. 30Nowwhile theywere on their way, newswas
given to David that Absalomhad put to death all the sons of the king and that not one of
themwas still living. 31Then the king got up in great grief, stretching himself out on the
earth: and all his servants were by his side, with their clothing parted. 32And Jonadab,
the son of Shimeah, David's brother, said, Let notmy lord have the idea that all the sons
of the king have been put to death; for only Amnon is dead: this has been purposed by
Absalom from the daywhen he took his sister Tamar by force. 33So now, let notmy lord
the king take this thing to heart, with the idea that all the king's sons are dead: for only
Amnon is dead. 34But Absalomwent in flight. And the youngmanwho kept the watch,
lifting up his eyes, saw that a great band of people was coming down the slope by the
way of the Horons; and the watchman came and gave word to the king, saying, I saw
men coming down by the way of the Horons, from the hillside. 35And Jonadab said to
the king, See, the king's sons are coming; as your servant said, so it is. 36And while he
was talking, the king's sons came, with weeping and loud cries: and the king and all his
servants were weeping bitterly. 37 So Absalom went in flight and came to Talmai, the
son of Ammihud, the king of Geshur, where he was for three years. 38And the king was
sorrowing for his son all the time. 39And the heart of David was wasted with desire for
Absalom: for he was comforted for the death of Amnon.

14
1 Now it was clear to Joab, the son of Zeruiah, that the king's heart was turning to

Absalom. 2And Joab sent to Tekoa and got from there a wise woman, and said to her,
Now make yourself seem like one given up to grief, and put on the clothing of sorrow,
not using any sweet oil for your body, but looking like onewho for a long time has been
weeping for the dead: 3And come to the king and say these words to him. So Joab gave
her words to say. 4And the woman of Tekoa came to the king, and falling on her face,
gave himhonour and said, Givemehelp, O king. 5And the king said to her,What is your
trouble? And her answer was, Truly I am a widow, and my husband is dead. 6 And I
had two sons, and the two of themhad a fight in the field, and therewas no one to come
between them, and one with a blow put the other to death. 7And now all the family is
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turned againstme, your servant, saying, Give uphimwhowas the cause of his brother's
death, so that wemay put him to death in payment for the life of his brother, whose life
he took; and we will put an end to the one who will get the heritage: so they will put
out my last burning coal, and my husband will have no name or offspring on the face
of the earth. 8And the king said to the woman, Go to your house and I will give orders
about this. 9And the woman of Tekoa said to the king, My lord, O king, may the sin be
on me and on my family, and may the king and the seat of his kingdom be clear of sin!
10And the king said, If anyone says anything to you, make him come to me, and he will
do you nomore damage. 11Then she said, Let the king keep inmind the Lord your God,
so that he who gives punishment for blood may be kept back from further destruction
and that no one may send death on my son. And he said, By the living Lord, not a hair
of your son's head will come to the earth. 12Then the woman said, Will the king let his
servant say one word more? And he said, Say on. 13 And the woman said, Why have
you had such a thought about the people of God? (for in saying these very words the
king has put himself in the wrong because he has not taken back the onewhomhe sent
far away.) 14 For death comes to us all, and we are like water drained out on the earth,
which it is not possible to take up again; and God will not take away the life of the man
whose purpose is that he who has been sent away may not be completely cut off from
him. 15And now it ismy fear of the peoplewhich hasmademe come to say thesewords
to my lord the king: and your servant said, I will put my cause before the king, and it
may be that he will give effect to my request. 16 For the king will give ear, and take his
servant out of the power of the man whose purpose is the destruction of me and my
son together from the heritage of God. 17 Then your servant said, May the word of my
lord the king give me peace! for my lord the king is as the angel of God in his hearing
of good and bad: and may the Lord your God be with you! 18 Then the king said to the
woman, Now give me an answer to the question I am going to put to you; keep nothing
back. And the woman said, Let my lord the king say on. 19And the king said, Is not the
handof Joabwith you in all this? And thewoman in answer said, By the life of your soul,
my lord the king, it is not possible for anyone to go to the right hand or to the left from
anything said by the king: your servant Joab gaveme orders, and put all thesewords in
my mouth: 20 This he did, hoping that the face of this business might be changed: and
my lord is wise, with the wisdom of the angel of God, having knowledge of everything
on earth. 21And the king said to Joab, See now, I will do this thing: go then and Come
back with the youngman Absalom. 22Then Joab, falling down on his face on the earth,
gave the king honour and blessing; and Joab said, Today it is clear to your servant that
I have grace in your eyes, my lord king, because the king has given effect to the request
of his servant. 23 So Joab got up and went to Geshur and came back again to Jerusalem
with Absalom. 24And the king said, Let him go to his house, but let him not seemy face.
So Absalom went back to his house and did not see the face of the king. 25Now in all
Israel therewas no one so greatly to be praised for his beautiful form as Absalom: from
his feet to the crown of his head he was completely beautiful. 26And when he had his
hair cut, (which he did at the end of every year, because of the weight of his hair;) the
weight of the hair was two hundred shekels by the king's weight. 27And Absalom was
the father of three sons and of one daughter named Tamar, who was very beautiful.
28 For two full years Absalom was living in Jerusalem without ever seeing the face of
the king. 29Then Absalom sent for Joab to send him to the king, but he would not come
to him: and he sent again a second time, but he would not come. 30 So he said to his
servants, See, Joab's field is nearmine, and he has barley in it; go and put it on fire. And
Absalom's servants put the field on fire. 31Then Joab came to Absalom in his house and
said to him,Whyhave your servants putmyfield onfire? 32AndAbsalom's answerwas,
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See, I sent to you saying, Come here, so that I may send you to the king to say,Why have
I come back fromGeshur? it would be better forme to be there still: let me now see the
king's face, and if there is any sin in me, let him put me to death. 33 So Joab went to the
king and said these words to him: and when the king had sent for him, Absalom came,
and went down on his face on the earth before the king: and the king gave him a kiss.

15
1Nowafter this, Absalomgot for himself a carriage andhorses, andfifty runners to go

before him. 2And Absalom got up early, morning after morning, and took his place at
the side of the publicmeeting-place: andwhen anymanhad a causewhich had to come
to the king to be judged, then Absalom, crying out to him, said, What is your town? and
he would say, Your servant is of one of the tribes of Israel. 3 And Absalom would say
to him, See, your cause is true and right; but no man has been named by the king to
give you a hearing. 4 And more than this, Absalom said, If only I was made judge in
the land, so that every man who has any cause or question might come to me, and I
would give a right decision for him! 5And if anyman came near to give him honour, he
took him by the hand and gave him a kiss. 6And this Absalom did to everyone in Israel
who came to the king to have his cause judged: so Absalom, like a thief, took away the
hearts of the men of Israel. 7Now at the end of four years, Absalom said to the king,
Let me go to Hebron and give effect to the oath which I made to the Lord: 8 For while I
was living in Geshur in Aram, your servant made an oath, saying, If ever the Lord lets
me come back to Jerusalem, I will give him worship in Hebron. 9And the king said to
him, Go in peace. So he got up and went to Hebron. 10 But Absalom at the same time
sent watchers through all the tribes of Israel to say, At the sound of the horn you are to
say, Absalom is king in Hebron. 11Andwith Absalom, at his request, went two hundred
men from Jerusalem,whowere completely unconscious of his designs. 12AndAbsalom
sent for Ahithophel the Gilonite, one of David's helpers, from Giloh his town, while he
was making the offerings. And the design against David became strong, for more and
more people were joined to Absalom. 13 And one came to David and said, The hearts
of the men of Israel have gone after Absalom. 14And David said to all his servants who
were with him at Jerusalem, Come, let us go in flight, or not one of us will be safe from
Absalom: let us go without loss of time, or he will overtake us quickly and send evil
on us, and put the town to the sword. 15 And the king's servants said to the king, See,
your servants are ready to do whatever the king says is to be done. 16 So the king went
out, taking with him all the people of his house, but for ten of his women, who were to
take care of the house. 17 And the king went out, and all his servants went after him,
and made a stop at the Far House. 18And all the people went on by his side; and all the
Cherethites and all the Pelethites and all themen of Ittai of Gath, six hundredmenwho
came after him from Gath, went on before the king. 19 Then the king said to Ittai the
Gittite,Why are you comingwith us? go back and keepwith the king: for you are aman
of another country, you are far from the land of your birth. 20 It was only yesterday you
came to us; why then am I tomake you go up and downwith us? for I have to gowhere I
may; go back then, and take your countrymenwith you, andmay the Lord's mercy and
good faith be with you. 21And Ittai the Gittite in answer said, By the living Lord, and by
the life ofmy lord the king, inwhatever placemy lord the kingmay be, for life or death,
there will your servant be. 22 And David said to Ittai, Go forward, then. And Ittai the
Gittitewent on,with all hismen and all the little ones he hadwith him. 23And therewas
greatweeping in all the countrywhenall the peoplewent through; and the kinghimself
was waiting in the Kidron valley and all the people went by him in the direction of the
olive-tree on the edge of the waste land. 24 Then Zadok came, and Abiathar, and with
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them the ark of God's agreement: and they put down the ark of God, till all the people
from the town had gone by. 25And the king said to Zadok, Take the ark of God back into
the town: if I have grace in the eyes of the Lord, he will let me come back and see it and
his House again: 26But if he says, I have no delight in you: then, here I am; let him do to
me what seems good to him. 27 The king said further to Zadok the priest, See, you and
Abiathar are to go back to the town in peace, with your two sons, Ahimaaz, your son,
and Jonathan, the son of Abiathar. 28 See, I will be waiting at the way across the river,
in the waste land, till I get news from you. 29So Zadok and Abiathar took the ark of God
back to Jerusalem, and did not go away from there. 30And David went up the slopes of
theMount of Olivesweeping all theway,with his head covered andno shoes onhis feet:
and all the people who were with him, covering their heads, went up weeping. 31And
word came toDavid, saying, Ahithophel is among thosewhoare joined toAbsalom. And
David said, O Lord, let the wisdom of Ahithophel be made foolish. 32Now when David
had come to the top of the slope, where they gave worship to God, Hushai the Archite
came to him in great grief with dust on his head: 33David said to him, If you go on with
me, youwill bea trouble tome: 34But if yougoback to the townandsay toAbsalom, Iwill
be your servant, O king; as in the past I have been your father's servant, so now Iwill be
yours: thenyouwill be able to keepAhithophel's designs againstme frombeingput into
effect. 35And have you not there Zadok and Abiathar the priests? so whatever comes
to your ears from the king's house, give word of it to Zadok and Abiathar the priests.
36See, they havewith them their two sons, Ahimaaz, Zadok's son, and Jonathan, the son
of Abiathar; by themyoumay sendword tome of everythingwhich comes to your ears.
37 So Hushai, David's friend, went into the town, and Absalom came to Jerusalem.

16
1And when David had gone a little way past the top of the slope, Ziba, the servant of

Mephibosheth, came to him,with two asses onwhichwere two hundred cakes of bread
and a hundred stems of dry grapes and a hundred summer fruits and a skin of wine.
2And David said to Ziba, What is your reason for this? And Ziba said, The asses are for
the use of the king's people, and the bread and the fruit are food for the youngmen; and
the wine is for drink for those who are overcome byweariness in the waste land. 3And
the king said, And where is your master's son? And Ziba said, He is still at Jerusalem:
for he said, Today Israel will give back to me the kingdom of my father. 4Then the king
said to Ziba, Truly everything whichwasMephibosheth's is yours. And Ziba said, I give
honour to my lord, may I have grace in your eyes, my lord, O king! 5 And when King
David came toBahurim, amanof Saul's family named Shimei, the son ofGera, cameout
from there, calling curses after him. 6And he sent stones at David and at all the king's
servants and at all the people and at all the men of war by his side, on the right hand
and on the left. 7 And Shimei said, with curses, Be gone, be gone, you man of blood,
you good-for-nothing: 8 The Lord has sent punishment on you for all the blood of the
family of Saul, whose kingdom you have taken; and the Lord has given the kingdom
to Absalom, your son: now you yourself are taken in your evil, because you are a man
of blood. 9 Then Abishai, the son of Zeruiah, said to the king, Is this dead dog to go on
cursing my lord the king? let me go over and take off his head. 10 And the king said,
What have I to do with you, you sons of Zeruiah? Let him go on cursing, for the Lord
has said, Put a curse on David, and who then may say, Why have you done so? 11And
David said to Abishai and to all his servants, You see how my son, the offspring of my
body, has made designs against my life: how much more then may this Benjamite do
so? Let him be, and let him go on cursing; for the Lord has given him orders. 12 It may
be that the Lord will take note of my wrongs, and give me back good in answer to his
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cursing of me today. 13 So David and his men went on their way: and Shimei went by
the hillside parallel with them, cursing and sending stones and dust at him. 14And the
king and his people came tired to Jordan, and took their rest there. 15And Absalom and
themen of Israel came to Jerusalem, and Ahithophel was with him. 16Then Hushai the
Archite, David's friend, came to Absalom and said, Long life to the king, long life to the
king! 17And Absalom said, Is this your love for your friend? why did you not go with
your friend? 18And Hushai said to Absalom, Not so; I am for that man whom the Lord
and this people andall themenof Israel have takenasking, and Iwill takemyplacewith
him. 19Andmore than this! where ismy place as a servant? is it not before his son? as I
have been your father's servant, so will I be yours. 20Then Absalom said to Ahithophel,
Give your opinion now, what are we to do? 21And Ahithophel said to Absalom, Go in to
your father's womenwho are here looking after his house; then all Israel will have the
news that you are hated by your father, and the hands of your supporterswill be strong.
22So theyputup the tent forAbsalomon the topof thehouse, andAbsalomwent in tohis
father's women before the eyes of all Israel. 23 In those days the opinions of Ahithophel
were valued as highly as if through him a man might get direction from God; so were
they valued by David as much as by Absalom.

17
1 Then Ahithophel said to Absalom, Let me take out twelve thousand men and this

very night I will go after David: 2 And I will come up with him when he is tired and
feeble, andmake him full of fear: and all the peoplewith himwill go in flight; and I will
make an attack on the king only: 3And I will make all the people come back to you as
a bride comes back to her husband: it is the life of only one man you are going after;
so all the people will be at peace. 4And the saying was pleasing to Absalom and to the
responsiblemenof Israel. 5ThenAbsalomsaid,Nowsend forHushai theArchite, and let
us give ear to what he has to say. 6And when Hushai came, Absalom said to him, This
is what Ahithophel has said: are we to do as he says? if not, what is your suggestion?
7And Hushai said to Absalom, Ahithophel's idea is not a good one at this time. 8Hushai
said further, You have knowledge of your father and his men, that they aremen of war,
and that their feelings are bitter, like those of a bear in the fieldwhose young ones have
been taken from her: and your father is a man of war, and will not take his night's rest
with the people; 9 But he will certainly have taken cover now in some hole or secret
place; and if some of our people, at the first attack, are overcome, then any hearing of
it will say, There is destruction among the people who are on Absalom's side. 10 Then
even the strongest, whose heart is like the heart of a lion, will become like water; for
all Israel is conscious that your father is a man of war, and those who are with him are
strong and without fear. 11But my suggestion is that all Israel, from Dan as far as Beer-
sheba, comes together to you, a great army like the sands of the sea in number; and that
you yourself go out among them. 12Thenwewill come on him in some place, wherever
he may be, falling on him as the dew comes on the earth: and of him and all the men
who are with him not one will get away with his life. 13And if he has gone into some
town, then let all Israel take strong cords to that town, and we will have it pulled into
the valley, till not one small stone is to be seen there. 14ThenAbsalomand all themenof
Israel said, Hushai's suggestion is better than that of Ahithophel. For it was the purpose
of theLord tomake thewise designs ofAhithophelwithout effect, so that theLordmight
send evil on Absalom. 15ThenHushai said to Zadok andAbiathar, the priests, This is the
suggestion made by Ahithophel to Absalom and the responsible men of Israel, and this
is what I said to them. 16 So now send the news quickly to David, and say, Do not take
your night's rest by theway across the river to thewaste land, but be certain to go over;
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or the king and all the people with him will come to destruction. 17Now Jonathan and
Ahimaaz were waiting by En-rogel; and a servant-girl went from time to time and gave
them news and they went with the news to King David, for it was not wise for them to
let themselves be seen coming into the town. 18But a boy saw them, and gave word of
it to Absalom: so the two of them went away quickly, and came to the house of a man
in Bahurim who had a water-hole in his garden, and they went down into it. 19And a
womanput a cover over the hole, and put crushed grain on top of it, andno one had any
knowledge of it. 20And Absalom's servants came to the woman at the house and said,
Where are Ahimaaz and Jonathan? And thewoman said to them, They have gone from
here to the stream. Andafter searching for them, and seeingnothing of them, theywent
back to Jerusalem. 21 Then after the servants had gone away, they came up out of the
water-hole and went to give King David the news; and they said, Get up and go quickly
over the water, for such and such are Ahithophel's designs against you. 22So David and
all the people who were with him went up over Jordan: when dawn came, every one
of them had gone over Jordan. 23Now when Ahithophel saw that his suggestion was
not acted on, he got his ass ready, and went back to his house, to the town where he
came from, and having put his house in order, he put himself to death by hanging; so
he came to his end and was put in the resting-place of his father. 24And David came to
Mahanaim. And Absalom, with all themen of Israel, went over Jordan. 25And Absalom
put Amasa at the head of the army in place of Joab. Now Amasa was the son of a man
named Ithra the Ishmaelite, who had been the lover of Abigail, the daughter of Jesse,
sister of Zeruiah, Joab's mother. 26 And Israel and Absalom put up their tents in the
land of Gilead. 27Now when David had come to Mahanaim, Shobi, the son of Nahash
of Rabbah, the Ammonite, andMachir, the son of Ammiel of Lo-debar, and Barzillai the
Gileadite of Rogelim, 28 Came with beds and basins and pots, and grain and meal, and
all sorts of dry foods, 29 And honey and butter and sheep and milk-cheeses, for David
and his people: for they said, This people is in the waste land, needing food and drink
and rest.

18
1 And David had the people who were with him numbered, and he put over them

captains of thousandsandcaptains ofhundreds. 2AndDavid sent thepeople out, a third
of themunder theordersof Joab, anda thirdunder theordersofAbishai, sonofZeruiah,
Joab's brother, and a third under Ittai the Gittite. And the king said to the people, And I
myself will certainly go out with you. 3But the people said, It is better for you not to go
out: for if we are put to flight, they will not give a thought to us, and if death overtakes
half of us, it will be nothing to them: but you are of more value than ten thousand of
us: so it is better for you to be ready to come to our help from this town. 4And the king
said to them, I will do whatever seems best to you. So the king took his place by the
door of the town, and all the people went out by hundreds and by thousands. 5And the
king gave orders to Joab and Abishai and Ittai, saying, Because of me, be gentle to the
youngman Absalom. And this order about Absalomwas given in the hearing of all the
people. 6 So the people went out into the field against Israel, and the fight took place in
the woods of Ephraim. 7And the people of Israel were overcome there by the servants
of David, and there was a great destruction that day, and twenty thousand men were
put to the sword. 8 And the fighting went on over all the face of the country: and the
woods were responsible for more deaths than the sword. 9And Absalom came across
some of David's men. And Absalom was seated on his mule, and the mule went under
the thickbranchesof a great tree, andhisheadbecamefixed in the treeandhewas lifted
up between earth and heaven, and the beast under himwent on. 10And a certain man
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saw it and said to Joab, I saw Absalom hanging in a tree. 11 And Joab said to the man
who had given him the news, If you saw this, why did you not put your sword through
him, and I would have given you ten bits of silver and a band for your robe? 12And the
man said to Joab, Even if you gave me a thousand bits of silver, I would not put out my
hand against the king's son: for in our hearing the king gave orders to you and Abishai
and Ittai, saying, Take care that the young man Absalom is not touched. 13And if I had
falsely put him todeath (andnothingmaybekept secret from the king), youwouldhave
had nothing to dowithme. 14Then Joab said, I would havemade it safe for you. And he
took three spears in his hand, and put them through Absalom's heart, while hewas still
living, in the branches of the tree. 15And ten young men, servants of Joab, came round
Absalomandput an end tohim. 16And Joabhad thehorn sounded, and thepeople came
back from going after Israel, for Joab kept them back. 17And they took Absalom's body
and put it into a great hole in thewood, and put a greatmass of stones over it: and every
man of Israel went in flight to his tent. 18Now Absalom, before his death, had put up
for himself a pillar in the king's valley, naming it after himself; for he said, I have no
son to keep my name in memory: and to this day it is named Absalom's pillar. 19 Then
Ahimaaz, the son of Zadok, said, Let me go and give the king news of how the Lord has
done right in his cause against those who took up arms against him. 20And Joab said,
You will take no news today; another day youmay give him the news, but you will take
no news today, because the king's son is dead. 21 Then Joab said to the Cushite, Go and
give the king word of what you have seen. And the Cushite, making a sign of respect to
Joab,went off running. 22ThenAhimaaz, the son of Zadok, said to Joab again,Whatever
may come of it, let me go after the Cushite. And Joab said, Why have you a desire to go,
my son, seeing that you will get no reward for your news? 23Whatever may come of it,
he said, Iwill go. Thenhe said tohim,Go. SoAhimaazwent runningby the lowlandroad
and overtook the Cushite. 24Now David was seated between the two town doors; and
the watchmanwent up to the roof of the doorways, on the wall, and, lifting up his eyes,
saw a man running by himself. 25And the watchman gave news of it to the king. And
the king said, If he is coming by himself, then he has news. And themanwas travelling
quickly, and came near. 26 Then the watchman saw another man running: and crying
out in the direction of the door he said, Here is another man running by himself. And
the king said, He, like the other, comeswith news. 27And thewatchman said, It seems to
me that the running of thefirst is like the running of Ahimaaz, the son of Zadok. And the
king said, He is a goodman, andhis newswill be good. 28AndAhimaaz, crying out to the
king, said, It is well. And falling downbefore the king, with his face to the earth, he said,
May the Lord yourGod be praised, who has given up themenwho took up arms against
my lord the king! 29 And the king said, Is it well with the young man Absalom? And
Ahimaaz said in answer, When Joab sent me, your servant, I saw a great outcry going
on, but I had no knowledge of what it was. 30And the king said, Get back and take your
place here. So turning to one side, he took his place there. 31And then the Cushite came
and said, I have news for my lord the king: today the Lord has done right in your cause
against all those who took up arms against you. 32And the king said to the Cushite, Is
the youngman Absalom safe? And the Cushite said in answer, May all the king's haters
and those who do evil against the king, be as that young man is! 33 Then the king was
muchmoved, and went up into the room over the door, weeping, and saying, Omy son
Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! if only my life might have been given for yours, O
Absalom, my son, my son!

19
1Andwordwas given to Joab that the king was weeping and sorrowing for Absalom.
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2And the salvation of that day was changed to sorrow for all the people: for it was said
to the people, The king is in bitter grief for his son. 3 And the people made their way
back to the town quietly and secretly, as those who are shamed go secretly when they
go in flight from the war. 4 But the king, covering his face, gave a great cry, O my son
Absalom, O Absalom, my son, my son! 5And Joab came into the house to the king and
said, Today you have put to shame the faces of all your servants who even now have
kept you and your sons and your daughters and your wives and all your women safe
from death; 6For your haters, it seems, are dear to you, and your friends are hated. For
you have made it clear that captains and servants are nothing to you: and now I see
that if Absalomwas living and we had all been dead today, it would have been right in
your eyes. 7 So get up now, and go out and say some kind words to your servants; for,
by the Lord, I give youmy oath, that if you do not go out, not one of themwill keepwith
you tonight; and that will be worse for you than all the evil which has overtaken you
from your earliest years. 8 Then the king got up and took his seat near the town-door.
And word was given to all the people that the king was in the public place: and all the
people came before the king. Now all the men of Israel had gone back in flight to their
tents. 9And through all the tribes of Israel the people were having arguments, saying,
The king made us safe from the hands of those who were against us and made us free
from the hands of the Philistines; and now he has gone in flight from the land, because
of Absalom. 10 And Absalom, whom we made a ruler over us, is dead in the fight. So
now why do you say nothing about getting the king back? And word of what all Israel
was saying came to the king. 11And King David sent word to Zadok and Abiathar, the
priests, Say to the responsible men of Judah, Why are you the last to take steps to get
the king back to his house? 12You aremy brothers, my bone andmy flesh; why are you
the last to get the king back again? 13And say to Amasa, Are you not my bone and my
flesh? May God's punishment be on me, if I do not make you chief of the army before
me at all times in place of Joab! 14And the hearts of the men of Judah were moved like
one man; so that they sent to the king, saying, Come back, with all your servants. 15 So
the king came back, and came as far as Jordan. And Judah came to Gilgal, meeting the
king there, to take him back with them over Jordan. 16And Shimei, the son of Gera, the
Benjamite from Bahurim, got up quickly and went downwith themen of Judah for the
purpose ofmeetingKingDavid; 17Andwith hima thousandmenof Benjamin, and Ziba,
the servant of Saul, with his fifteen sons and twenty servants, came rushing to Jordan
before the king, 18And kept going across the river to take the people of the king's house
over, and to do whatever was desired by the king. And Shimei, the son of Gera, went
downonhis face in thedustbefore theking,whenhewasabout togoover Jordan, 19And
said to him, Letme not be judged as a sinner in your eyes, Omy lord, and do not keep in
mind the wrong I did on the day when my lord the king went out of Jerusalem, or take
it to heart. 20 For your servant is conscious of his sin: and so, as you see, I have come
today, the first of all the sons of Joseph, for the purpose of meeting my lord the king.
21 But Abishai, the son of Zeruiah, said, Is not death the right fate for Shimei, because
he has been cursing the one marked by the holy oil? 22And David said, What have I to
do with you, you sons of Zeruiah, that you put yourselves against me today? is it right
for any man in Israel to be put to death today? for I am certain today that I am king
in Israel. 23 So the king said to Shimei, You will not be put to death. And the king gave
him his oath. 24AndMephibosheth, the son of Saul's son, came down for the purpose of
meeting the king; his feet had not been cared for or his hair cut or his clothing washed
from the daywhen the kingwent away till the daywhen he came back in peace. 25Now
when he had come from Jerusalem to see the king, the king said to him, Why did you
not comewithme,Mephibosheth? 26And he said in answer, Because of the deceit ofmy
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servant, my lord king: for I, your servant, said to him, You are tomake ready an ass and
on it I will go with the king, for your servant has not the use of his feet. 27He has given
youa false account ofme: butmy lord theking is like theangel ofGod: do thenwhatever
seems good to you. 28For all my father's family were only deadmen beforemy lord the
king: and still youput your servant among thosewhoseplace is at the king's table. What
right then have I to say anything more to the king? 29 And the king said, Say nothing
more about these things. I say, Let there be a division of the land between Ziba and you.
30AndMephibosheth said, Let him take it all, now that my lord the king has come back
to his house in peace! 31And Barzillai the Gileadite came down from Rogelim; and he
went on as far as Jordanwith the king to take him across Jordan. 32NowBarzillai was a
very oldman, asmuch as eighty years old: and he had given the king everything he had
need of, while hewas atMahanaim, for hewas a very greatman. 33And the king said to
Barzillai, Come over with me, and I will take care of you in Jerusalem. 34And Barzillai
said to the king, Howmuchofmy life is still beforeme, forme to goup to Jerusalemwith
the king? 35 I amnoweighty years old: good and bad are the same tome; havemeat and
drink any taste for me now? am I able to take pleasure in the voices of men or women
in song? why then am I to be a trouble tomy lord the king? 36Your servant's desire was
only to take the king over Jordan; why is the king to giveme such a reward? 37Let your
servantnowgobackagain, so thatwhendeath comes tome, itmaybe inmy townandby
the resting-place of my father and mother. But here is your servant Chimham: let him
go with my lord the king, and do for him what seems good to you. 38And the king said
in answer, Let Chimham go overwithme, and I will do for himwhatever seems good to
you: and whatever your desire is, I will do it for you. 39 Then all the people went over
Jordan, and the kingwent over: and the king gave Barzillai a kiss, with his blessing; and
he went back to his place. 40 So the king went over to Gilgal, and Chimham went with
him: and all the people of Judah, as well as half the people of Israel, took the king on his
way. 41Then the men of Israel came to the king and said, Why have our countrymen of
Judah taken you away in secret and come over Jordan with the king and all his family,
because all his people are David's men? 42And all themen of Judah gave this answer to
the men of Israel, Because the king is our near relation: why then are you angry about
this? have we taken any of the king's food, or has he given us any offering? 43And in
answer to the men of Judah, the men of Israel said, We have ten parts in the king, and
we are the first in order of birth: why did youmake nothing of us? andwerewe not the
first to make suggestions for getting the king back? And the words of the men of Judah
weremore violent than the words of themen of Israel.

20
1Now by chance there was present a good-for-nothing person named Sheba, the son

of Bichri, a Benjamite: and he, sounding the horn, said, We have no part in David, or
any interest in the son of Jesse: let every man go to his tent, O Israel. 2 So all the men
of Israel, turning away from David, went after Sheba, the son of Bichri: but the men of
Judah were true to their king, going with him from Jordan as far as Jerusalem. 3 And
David came to his house at Jerusalem: and the king took the ten women to whom he
had given the care of the house, and had them shut up, and gave them the necessaries
of life, but did not go near them. So they were shut up till the day of their death, living
as widows. 4 Then the king said to Amasa, Get all the men of Judah together, and in
three days be here yourself. 5 So Amasa went to get all the men of Judah together, but
he took longer than the time David had given him. 6And David said to Abishai, Sheba,
the son of Bichri, will do usmore damage than Absalomdid; so take some of your lord's
servants and go after him, before he makes himself safe in the walled towns, and gets
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away before our eyes. 7 So there went after Abishai, Joab and the Cherethites and the
Pelethites and all the fighting-men; they went out of Jerusalem to overtake Sheba, the
son of Bichri. 8When theywere at the great stonewhich is in Gibeon, Amasa came face
to face with them. Now Joab had on his war-dress, and round him a band from which
his swordwas hanging in its cover; andwhile hewaswalking, it came out, falling to the
earth. 9And Joab said to Amasa, Is it well, my brother? Andwith his right hand he took
him by the hair of his chin to give him a kiss. 10But Amasa did not see danger from the
sword which was now in Joab's left hand, and Joab put it through his stomach so that
his inside came out on to the earth, and he did not give him another blow. So Joab and
his brother Abishai went on after Sheba, the son of Bichri. 11And one of Joab's young
men, taking his place at Amasa's side, said, Whoever is for Joab and for David, let him
go after Joab! 12 And Amasa was stretched out in a pool of blood in the middle of the
highway. And when the man saw that all the people were stopping, he took Amasa out
of the highway and put him in a field, with a cloth over him,whenhe saw that everyone
who went by came to a stop. 13When he had been taken off the road, all the people
went on after Joab in search of Sheba, the son of Bichri. 14 And Sheba went through
all the tribes of Israel, to Abel of Beth-maacah; and all the Bichrites came together and
went in after him. 15And Joab and hismen got him shut up in Abel of Beth-maacah, and
put up an earthwork against the town: and all Joab's men did their best to get the wall
broken down. 16Then a wise woman got up on the wall, and crying out from the town,
said, Give ear, give ear; say now to Joab, Come near, so that I may have talk with you.
17And he came near, and the woman said, Are you Joab? And he said in answer, I am.
Then she said, Give ear to your servant's words. And he said, I am giving ear. 18 Then
she said, In the old days, there was a saying, Let them put the question in Abel and in
Dan, saying, Has what was ordered bymen of good faith in Israel ever come to an end?
19 Your purpose is the destruction of a mother-town in Israel: why would you put an
end to the heritage of the Lord? 20And Joab, answering her, said, Far, far be it fromme
to be a cause of death or destruction; 21Not so: but amanof the hill-country of Ephraim,
Sheba, son of Bichri, by name, has taken up arms against the king, against David: give
up this man only, and I will go away from the town. And the woman said to Joab, His
head will be dropped over the wall to you. 22 Then the woman in her wisdom had talk
with all the town. And theyhad Sheba's head cut offand sent out to Joab. Andhehad the
horn sounded, and sent them all away from the town, every man to his tent. And Joab
went back to Jerusalem to the king. 23Now Joabwas over all the army; and Benaiah, the
son of Jehoiada, was at the head of the Cherethites and the Pelethites; 24And Adoram
was overseer of the forcedwork; and Jehoshaphat, the son of Ahilud, was the recorder;
25And Sheva was the scribe, and Zadok and Abiathar were priests; 26And in addition,
Ira the Jairite was a priest to David.

21
1 In the days of David they were short of food for three years, year after year; and

Davidwent before the Lord for directions. And the Lord said, On Saul and on his family
there is blood, because he put the Gibeonites to death. 2 Then the king sent for the
Gibeonites; (now the Gibeonites were not of the children of Israel, but were the last of
the Amorites, to whom the children of Israel had given an oath; but Saul, in his passion
for the children of Israel and Judah, hadmade an attempt on their lives:) 3SoDavid said
to the Gibeonites, Whatmay I do for you? how am I tomake up to you for your wrongs,
so that youmay give a blessing to the heritage of the Lord? 4And the Gibeonites said to
him, It is not a question of silver and gold betweenus and Saul or his family; and it is not
in our power to put to death any man in Israel. And he said, Say, then, what am I to do
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for you? 5And they said to the king, As for theman bywhomwewerewasted, andwho
made designs against us to have us completely cut off from the land of Israel, 6Let seven
men of his family be given up to us and we will put an end to them by hanging them
before the Lord in Gibeon, on the hill of the Lord. And the king said, I will give them.
7But the king did not give up Mephibosheth, the son of Saul's son Jonathan, because of
the Lord's oath made between David and Jonathan, the son of Saul. 8But the king took
Armoni andMephibosheth, the two sons of Saul to whomRizpah, the daughter of Aiah,
had given birth; and the five sons of Saul's daughter Merab, whose father was Adriel,
the son of Barzillai the Meholathite: 9And he gave them up to the Gibeonites, and they
put them to death, hanging them on the mountain before the Lord; all seven came to
their end together in the first days of the grain-cutting, at the start of the cutting of the
barley. 10And Rizpah, the daughter of Aiah, took haircloth, placing it on the rock as a
bed for herself, from the start of the grain-cutting till rain came down on them from
heaven; and she did not let the birds of the air come near them by day, or the beasts of
the field by night. 11And newswas given to David ofwhat Rizpah, the daughter of Aiah,
one of Saul's wives, had done. 12AndDavidwent and took the bones of Saul and his son
Jonathan from the men of Jabesh-gilead, who had taken them away secretly from the
public place of Beth-shan, where the Philistines had put them, hanging up the bodies
there on the day when they put Saul to death in Gilboa: 13 And he took the bones of
Saul and his son Jonathan from that place; and they got together the bones of those
who had been put to death by hanging. 14 And they put them with the bones of Saul
and his son Jonathan in the resting-place of Kish, his father, in Zela in the country of
Benjamin; they did all the king had given them orders to do. And after that, God gave
ear to their prayers for the land. 15 And the Philistines went to war again with Israel;
andDavidwent downwith his people, andwhile theywere at Gob they had a fightwith
the Philistines: 16 And there came against David one of the offspring of the Rephaim,
whose spearwas three hundred shekels of brass inweight, and having a new sword, he
made an attempt to put David to death. 17But Abishai, the son of Zeruiah, came to his
help, and, turning on the Philistine, gave himhis death-blow. ThenDavid'smen took an
oath, and said, Never again are you to go out with us to the fight, so that you may not
put out the light of Israel. 18Now after this there was war with the Philistines again at
Gob, andSibbecai theHushathite put todeath Saph, oneof the offspringof theRephaim.
19And again there was war with the Philistines at Gob, and Elhanan, the son of Jair the
Beth-lehemite, put to death Goliath the Gittite, the stem ofwhose spearwas like a cloth-
worker's rod. 20And again therewaswar at Gath, where therewas a very tallman,who
had twenty-four fingers and toes, six fingers on his hands and six toes on his feet; he
was one of the offspring of the Rephaim. 21And when he was purposing to put shame
on Israel, Jonathan, the son of Shimei, David's brother, put him to death. 22 These four
were of the offspring of the Rephaim in Gath; and they came to their end by the hands
of David and his servants.

22
1And David made a song to the Lord in these words, on the day when the Lordmade

him free from the hands of all his haters, and from the hand of Saul: 2And he said, The
Lord ismyRock,mywalled town, andmy saviour, evenmine; 3MyGod,myRock, in him
will I putmy faith;my breastplate, and the horn ofmy salvation,myhigh tower, andmy
safe place; my saviour, who keeps me safe from the violent man. 4 I will send up my
cry to the Lord, who is to be praised; so will I be made safe from those who are against
me. 5 For the waves of death came round me, and the seas of evil put me in fear; 6 The
cords of hell were round me: the nets of death came on me. 7 In my trouble my voice
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went up to the Lord, and my cry to my God: my voice came to his hearing in his holy
Temple, and my prayer came to his ears. 8 Then the earth was moved with a violent
shock; the bases of heaven were moved and shaking, because he was angry. 9 There
went up a smoke from his nose, and a fire of destruction from his mouth: coals were
lighted by it. 10 The heavens were bent, so that he might come down; and it was dark
under his feet. 11And he went through the air, seated on a storm-cloud: going quickly
on thewings of thewind. 12And hemade the dark his tent round him, amass ofwaters,
thick clouds of the skies. 13 Before his shining light his dark clouds went past, raining
ice and coals of fire. 14 The Lord made thunder in the heavens, and the voice of the
Highest was sounding out. 15And he sent out his arrows, driving them in all directions;
by his flames of fire they were troubled. 16 Then the deep beds of the sea were seen,
and the bases of the world were uncovered, because of the Lord's wrath, because of
the breath of his mouth. 17He sent from on high, he took me, pulling me out of great
waters. 18He made me free from my strong hater, from those who were against me,
because theywere stronger than I. 19They came onme in the day ofmy trouble: but the
Lord was my support. 20He took me out into a wide place; he was my saviour because
he had delight inme. 21The Lord givesme the reward ofmy righteousness, becausemy
hands are clean before him. 22 For I have kept the ways of the Lord; I have not been
turned away in sin frommy God. 23 For all his decisions were before me, and I did not
put away his laws from me. 24 And I was upright before him, and I kept myself from
sin. 25Because of this the Lord has given me the reward of my righteousness, because
my hands are clean in his eyes. 26On him who has mercy you will have mercy; to the
upright you will be upright; 27Hewho is holy will see that you are holy; but to the man
whose way is not straight you will be a hard judge. 28 For you are the saviour of those
who are in trouble; but your eyes are onmen of pride, tomake them low. 29For you are
my light, O Lord; and the Lord will make the dark bright for me. 30By your help I have
made a way through the wall which was shutting me in: by the help of my God I have
gone over a wall. 31 As for God, his way is all good: the word of the Lord is tested; he
is a safe cover for all those who put their faith in him. 32 For who is God but the Lord?
and who is a Rock but our God? 33 God puts a strong band about me, guiding me in
a straight way. 34He makes my feet like roes' feet, and puts me on high places. 35He
makes my hands expert in war, so that a bow of brass is bent by my arms. 36 You have
given me the breastplate of your salvation, and your mercy has made me great. 37You
havemademy stepswide underme, so thatmy feetmake no slip. 38 I go aftermy haters
andovertake them; not turningback till theyareall overcome. 39 I have sentdestruction
on them and given themwounds, so that they are not able to get up: they are stretched
under my feet. 40 For I have been armed by you with strength for the fight: you have
made low under me those who came out against me. 41 By you their backs are turned
in flight, so that my haters are cut off. 42They were crying out, but there was no one to
come to their help: even to the Lord, but he gave them no answer. 43 Then they were
crushed as small as the dust of the earth, stamped down undermy feet like thewaste of
the streets. 44 You have made me free from the fightings of my people; you have made
me the head of the nations: a people of whom I had no knowledge will be my servants.
45Men of other countries will, with false hearts, put themselves under my authority:
from the timewhenmy name comes to their ears, theywill be ruled byme. 46Theywill
be wasted away, they will come out of their secret places shaking with fear. 47The Lord
is living; praise be to my Rock, and let the God of my salvation be honoured: 48 It is God
who sends punishment onmy haters, and puts peoples under my rule. 49Hemakes me
free frommyhaters: I am lifted up over thosewho come up againstme: you havemade
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me free from the violent man. 50 Because of this I will give you praise, O Lord, among
the nations, andwillmake a song of praise to your name. 51Great salvation does he give
to his king; he has mercy on the king of his selection, David, and on his seed for ever.

23
1Now these are the last words of David. David, the son of Jesse, says, the man who

was lifted up on high, theman onwhom the God of Jacob put the holy oil, the loved one
of Israel's songs, says: 2 The spirit of the Lord had voice through me, his word was on
my tongue. 3The God of Israel said, theword of the Rock of Israel came tome: When an
upright king is ruling overmen, when he is ruling in the fear of God, 4 It is as the light of
the morning, when the sun comes up, a morning without clouds; making young grass
come to life from the earth. 5 For is not my house so with God? For he has made with
me an eternal agreement, ordered in all things and certain: as for all my salvation and
all my desire, will he not give it increase? 6 But the evil-doers, all of them, will be like
thorns to be pushed away, because they may not be gripped in the hand: 7But anyone
touching themhas to be armedwith iron and the rod of a spear; and theywill be burned
with fire, every one of them. 8 These are the names of David's men of war: Ishbaal the
Hachmonite, chief of the three; his axewas lifted up against eight hundred put to death
at one time. 9After himwas Eleazar, the son of Dodai the Ahohite, one of the three great
fighters, whowaswith David in Pas-dammimwhen the Philistines came together there
for the fight; and when the men of Israel had gone in flight, 10He was with David and
went on fighting the Philistines till his hand became tired and stiff from gripping his
sword: and that day the Lord gave a great salvation, and the people came back after
him only to take the goods of the Philistines. 11After him was Shammah, the son of Ela
the Hararite. And the Philistines came together in Lehi, where there was a bit of land
full of seed; and the people went in flight from the Philistines. 12But he kept his place
in themiddle of the bit of land, and kept back their attack and overcame the Philistines:
and the Lord gave a great salvation. 13And three of the thirty went down at the start of
the grain-cutting, and they came to David at the strong place of Adullam; and the band
of Philistines had taken up their position in the valley of Rephaim. 14And at that time
David had taken cover in the strong place, and an armed force of the Philistines was
in Beth-lehem. 15 And David, moved by a strong desire, said, If only someone would
give me a drink of water from the water-hole of Beth-lehem, by the doorway into the
town! 16 And the three men, forcing their way through the Philistine army, got water
from the water-hole of Beth-lehem, by the doorway into the town, and took it back to
David: but he would not take it, but, draining it out, made an offering of it to the Lord.
17 And he said, Far be it from me, O Lord, to do this; how may I take as my drink the
life-blood of men who have put their lives in danger? So he would not take it. These
things did the three great men of war. 18 And Abishai, the brother of Joab, the son of
Zeruiah, was chief of the thirty. He put to death three hundred with his spear, and
he got for himself a name among the thirty. 19 Was he not the noblest of the thirty?
so he was made their captain: but he was not equal to the first three. 20And Benaiah
the son of Jehoiada, a fighting man of Kabzeel, had done great acts; he put to death the
two sons of Ariel of Moab: he went down into a hole and put a lion to death in time
of snow: 21And he made an attack on an Egyptian, a tall man: and the Egyptian had a
spear in his hand; but he went down to him with a stick, and pulling the spear out of
the hands of the Egyptian, put him to deathwith that same spear. 22Thesewere the acts
of Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, who had a great name among the thirty men of war.
23He was honoured over the rest of the thirty, but he was not equal to the first three.
And David put him over the fighting men who kept him safe. 24Asahel, the brother of
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Joab, was one of the thirty; and Elhanan, the son of Dodai, of Beth-lehem, 25 Shammah
the Harodite, Elika the Harodite, 26Helez the Paltite, Ira, the son of Ikkesh the Tekoite,
27Abiezer theAnathothite, Sibbecai theHushathite, 28Zalmon theAhohite,Maharai the
Netophathite, 29Heldai, the son of Baanah the Netophathite, Ittai, the son of Ribai of
Gibeah of the children of Benjamin, 30Benaiah the Pirathonite, Hiddai of the valleys of
Gaash, 31Abiel the Arbathite, Azmaveth of Bahurim, 32Eliahba the Shaalbonite, Jashen
the Gunite, 33 Jonathan, the son of Shammah the Hararite, Ahiam, the son of Sharar the
Hararite, 34 Eliphelet, the son of Ahasbai the Maacathite, Eliam, the son of Ahithophel
the Gilonite, 35 Hezrai the Carmelite, Paarai the Archite, 36 Igal, the son of Nathan of
Zobah, Bani the Gadite, 37 Zelek the Ammonite, Naharai the Beerothite, who had the
care of the arms of Joab, son of Zeruiah, 38 Ira the Ithrite, Gareb the Ithrite, 39Uriah the
Hittite: thirty-seven in number.

24
1Again the wrath of the Lord was burning against Israel, and moving David against

them, he said, Go, take the number of Israel and Judah. 2And the king said to Joab and
the captains of the army, who were with him, Go now through all the tribes of Israel,
from Dan as far as Beer-sheba, and have all the people numbered, so that I may be
certain of the number of the people. 3And Joab said to the king, Whatever the number
of the people, may the Lord make it a hundred times as much, and may the eyes of my
lord the king see it: but why does my lord the king take pleasure in doing this thing?
4 But the king's order was stronger than Joab and the captains of the army. And Joab
and the captains of the armywent out from the king, to take the number of the children
of Israel. 5And they went over Jordan, and starting from Aroer, from the town which
is in the middle of the valley, they went in the direction of the Gadites, and on to Jazer;
6Then they came toGilead, and to the land of theHittites underHermon; and they came
to Dan, and from Dan they came round to Zidon, 7And to the walled town of Tyre, and
to all the towns of the Hivites and the Canaanites: and they went out to the South of
Judah at Beer-sheba. 8 So after going through all the land in every direction, they came
to Jerusalem at the end of nine months and twenty days. 9And Joab gave the king the
number of all the people: there were in Israel eight hundred thousand fighting men
able to take up arms; and the men of Judah were five hundred thousand. 10And after
the people hadbeennumbered, David's heartwas troubled. AndDavid said to the Lord,
Great has beenmy sin in doing this; but now, O Lord, be pleased to take away the sin of
your servant, for I have done very foolishly 11 And David got up in the morning; now
theword of the Lord had come to the prophet Gad, David's seer, saying, 12Go and say to
David, The Lord says, Three things are offered to you: say which of them youwill have,
and I will do it to you. 13 So Gad came to David, and gave him word of this and said to
him, Are there to be three years when there is not enough food in your land? or will
you go in flight from your haters for three months, while they go after you? or will you
have three days of violent disease in your land? take thought and saywhat answer I am
to give to him who sent me. 14And David said to Gad, This is a hard decision for me to
make: let us come into the hands of the Lord, for great are hismercies: let me not come
into the hands of men. 15 So David made selection of the disease; and the time was the
days of the grain-cutting, when the disease came among the people, causing the death
of seventy thousand men from Dan as far as Beer-sheba. 16And when the hand of the
angel was stretched out in the direction of Jerusalem, for its destruction, the Lord had
regret for the evil, and said to the angel who was sending destruction on the people, It
is enough; do no more. And the angel of the Lord was by the grain-floor of Araunah
the Jebusite. 17And when David saw the angel who was causing the destruction of the
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people, he said to the Lord, Truly, the sin is mine; I have done wrong: but these are
only sheep; what have they done? let your hand be against me and against my family.
18 And that day Gad came to David and said to him, Go up, and put up an altar to the
Lord on the grain-floor of Araunah the Jebusite. 19 So David went up, as Gad had said
and as the Lord had given orders. 20 And Araunah, looking out, saw the king and his
servants coming to him: and Araunahwent out, andwent down on his face to the earth
before the king. 21And Araunah said, Why has my lord the king come to his servant?
And David said, To give you a price for your grain-floor, so that I may put up an altar
to the Lord, and the disease may be stopped among the people. 22And Araunah said to
David, Let my lord the king take whatever seems right to him, and make an offering of
it: see, here are the oxen for the burned offering, and the grain-cleaning instruments
and the ox-yokes for wood: 23 All this does the servant of my lord the king give to the
king. And Araunah said, May the Lord your God be pleased with your offering! 24And
the king said to Araunah, No, but I will give you a price for it; I will not give to the Lord
my God burned offerings for which I have given nothing. So David got the grain-floor
and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver. 25And there David put up an altar to the Lord,
making burned offerings and peace-offerings. So the Lord gave ear to his prayer for the
land, and the disease came to an end in Israel.
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The First Book of Kings
1Now King David was old and far on in years; and though they put covers over him,

his body was cold. 2 So his servants said to him, Let search be made for a young virgin
for my lord the king, to take care of him and be waiting on him; and you may take her
in your arms, and so my lord the king will be warm. 3 So after searching through all
the land of Israel for a fair young girl, they saw Abishag the Shunammite, and took her
to the king. 4 Now she was very beautiful; and she took care of the king, waiting on
him at all times; but the king had no connection with her. 5 Then Adonijah, the son of
Haggith, lifting himself up in pride, said, I will become king; and he made ready his
carriages of war and his horsemen, with fifty runners to go before him. 6Now all his
life his father had never gone against him or said to him, Why have you done so? and
he was a very good-looking man, and younger than Absalom. 7 And he had talk with
Joab, the son of Zeruiah, and with Abiathar the priest; and they were on his side and
gave him their support. 8 But Zadok the priest, and Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, and
Nathan the prophet and Shimei and Rei, and David's men of war did not take the side
of Adonijah. 9 Then Adonijah put to death sheep and oxen and fat beasts by the stone
of Zoheleth, by En-rogel; and he sent for all his brothers, the king's sons, and all the
men of Judah, the king's servants, to come to him: 10 But he did not send for Nathan
the prophet and Benaiah and the other men of war and Solomon his brother. 11 Then
Nathan said to Bath-sheba, the mother of Solomon, Has it not come to your ears that
Adonijah, the son of Haggith, has made himself king without the knowledge of David
our lord? 12 So now, let me make a suggestion, so that you may keep your life safe and
the life of your son Solomon. 13 Come now, go to King David and say to him, Did you
not, Omy lord, take an oath tome, your servant, saying, Truly Solomon your sonwill be
king after me, seated on the seat of my kingdom? why then is Adonijah acting as king?
14Andwhile you are still talking therewith the king, see, Iwill come in after you and say
that your story is true. 15Then Bath-sheba went into the king's room; now the king was
very old, and Abishag the Shunammite was waiting on him. 16 And Bath-sheba went
down on her face on the earth before the king giving him honour. And he said, What
is your desire? 17And she said to him, My lord, you took an oath by the Lord your God
and gave your word to your servant, saying, Truly, Solomon your son will be king after
me, seated on the seat ofmy kingdom. 18And now, see, Adonijah hasmade himself king
without my lord's knowledge; 19And has put to death oxen and fat beasts and sheep in
great numbers, and has sent for all the sons of the king, and Abiathar the priest, and
Joab, the captain of the army; but he has not sent for Solomon your servant. 20Andnow,
my lord the king, the eyes of all Israel are on you, waiting for you to say who is to take
the place of my lord the king after him. 21 For as things are, it will come about, when
my lord the king is sleeping with his fathers, that I and Solomon my son will be made
outlaws. 22And while she was still talking with the king, Nathan the prophet came in.
23And they said to theking,Here isNathan theprophet. Andwhenhecame inbefore the
king, he went down on his face on the earth. 24And Nathan said, O my lord king, have
you said, Adonijah is to be king after me, seated on the seat of my kingdom? 25Because
today he has gone down and has put to death oxen and fat beasts and sheep in great
numbers, and has sent for all the king's sons to come to him, with the captains of the
army and Abiathar the priest; and they are feasting before him and crying, Long life to
King Adonijah! 26 But me, your servant, and Zadok the priest, and Benaiah, the son of
Jehoiada, and your servant Solomon, he has not sent for. 27Has this thing been done
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bymy lord the king, without giving word to your servants who was to be placed onmy
lord the king's seat after him? 28ThenKingDavid in answer said, Send for Bath-sheba to
come tome. And she came in and took her place before the king. 29And the king took an
oath, and said, By the living Lord, who has been my saviour from all my troubles, 30As
I took an oath to you by the Lord, the God of Israel, saying, Certainly Solomon your son
will become king after me, seated on my seat in my place; so will I do this day. 31 Then
Bath-shebawent down on her face on the earth before the king giving him honour, and
said, May my lord King David go on living for ever. 32 And King David said, Send for
Zadok the priest, and Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada. And they
came before the king. 33And the king said to them, Take with you the servants of your
lord, and put Solomon my son on my beast, yes, mine, and take him down to Gihon;
34And there let Zadok the priest andNathan the prophet put the holy oil on him tomake
him king over Israel; and sounding the horn say, Long life to King Solomon! 35 Then
comeup after him andhewill come in and take his place on the seat ofmy kingdom; for
he is to be king inmy place, and I have given orders that he is to be ruler over Israel and
over Judah. 36And Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, answering the king, said, So be it: and
may the Lord, the God of my lord the king, say so. 37As the Lord has been with my lord
the king, even so may he be with Solomon and make the seat of his authority greater
than that of my lord King David. 38 So Zadok the priest, and Nathan the prophet, and
Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites and the Pelethites, went down and
put Solomon on King David's beast and took him to Gihon. 39And Zadok the priest took
the vessel of oil out of the Tent, and put the holy oil on Solomon. And when the horn
was sounded, all the people said, Long life to King Solomon! 40And all the people came
up after him, pipingwith pipes, and theywere gladwith great joy, so that the earthwas
shaking with the sound. 41And it came to the ears of Adonijah and all the guests who
were with him, when their meal was ended. And Joab, hearing the sound of the horn,
said, What is the reason of this noise as if the town was worked up? 42 And while the
words were on his lips, Jonathan, the son of Abiathar the priest, came; and Adonijah
said, Come in; for youareamanof good faithand thenewswhichyouhave foruswill be
good. 43And Jonathan, answering, said to Adonijah, Not so, but our lord King David has
made Solomon king: 44And he sent with him Zadok the priest, and Nathan the prophet,
and Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites and the Pelethites; and they put
him on the king's beast: 45 And Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet put the holy
oil on him and made him king in Gihon; and they came back from there with joy, and
the townwas all worked up. This is the noise which has come to your ears. 46And now
Solomon is seatedon the seat of thekingdom. 47And theking's servants came toour lord
King David, blessing him and saying, May God make the name of Solomon better than
your name, and the seat of his authority greater than your seat; and the king was bent
low in worship on his bed. 48Then the king said, May the God of Israel be praised, who
has given one ofmy seed to be king inmyplace this day andhas letmy eyes see it. 49And
all the guests of Adonijah got up in fear and went away, every man to his place. 50And
Adonijah himself was full of fear because of Solomon; and he got up and went to the
altar, and put his hands on its horns. 51And they gave Solomon word of it, saying, See,
Adonijah goes in such fear of King Solomon, that he has put his hands on the horns of
the altar, saying, Let King Solomon first giveme his oath that he will not put his servant
to death with the sword. 52 And Solomon said, If he is seen to be a man of good faith,
not a hair of him will be touched; but if any wrongdoing is seen in him, he is to be put
to death. 53So King Solomon sent, and they took him down from the altar. And he came
and gave honour to King Solomon; and Solomon said to him, Go to your house.
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2
1Now the time of David's death came near; and he gave orders to Solomon his son,

saying, 2 I am going the way of all the earth: so be strong and be a man; 3And keep the
orders of the Lord your God, walking in his ways, keeping his laws and his orders and
his rules and his words, as they are recorded in the law of Moses; so that you may do
well in all you do and wherever you go, 4 So that the Lord may give effect to what he
said ofme, If your children give attention to theirways, living uprightly beforemewith
all their heart and their soul, youwill never bewithout aman to be king in Israel. 5Now
youhave knowledge ofwhat Joab, the son of Zeruiah, did tome, and to the two captains
of the armyof Israel, Abner, the son ofNer, andAmasa, the son of Jether, whomheput to
death, taking payment for the blood ofwar in time of peace, andmaking the band ofmy
clothing and the shoes onmy feet red with the blood of one put to death without cause.
6 So be guided by your wisdom, and let not his white head go down to the underworld
in peace. 7 But be good to the sons of Barzillai the Gileadite, and let them be guests at
your table; for so they came to me when I went in flight from Absalom your brother.
8Now you have with you Shimei, the son of Gera the Benjamite of Bahurim, who put a
bitter curse on me on the day when I went to Mahanaim; but he came down to see me
at Jordan, and I gave himmy oath by the Lord, saying, I will not put you to death by the
sword. 9 But do not let him be free from punishment, for you are a wise man; and it
will be clear to youwhat you have to dowith him; see that his white head goes down to
the underworld in blood. 10Then David went to rest with his fathers, and his body was
put into the earth in the town of David. 11 David was king over Israel for forty years:
for seven years he was king in Hebron and for thirty-three years in Jerusalem. 12And
Solomon took his place on the seat of David his father, and his kingdomwas made safe
and strong. 13 Then Adonijah, the son of Haggith, came to Bath-sheba, the mother of
Solomon. And she said, Come you in peace? And he said, Yes, in peace. 14Then he said,
I have something to say to you. And she said, Say on. 15And he said, You saw how the
kingdom was mine, and all Israel had the idea that I would be their king; but now the
kingdom is turned about, and has become my brother's, for it was given to him by the
Lord. 16Now I have one request to make to you, and do not say, No, to me. And she said
to him, Say on. 17Then he said, Will you go to Solomon the king (for he will not say, No,
to you) andput before himmy request that hewill givemeAbishag the Shunammite for
a wife? 18And Bath-sheba said, Good! I will make your request to the king. 19 So Bath-
shebawent to King Solomon to have talk with him on Adonijah's account. And the king
got up to come to her, andwent down low to the earth before her; then he took his place
on theking's seat andhada seatmade ready for theking'smotherandshe tookherplace
at his right hand. 20Then she said, I have one small request to make to you; do not say,
No, tome. And the king said, Say on, mymother, for I will not say, No, to you. 21And she
said, Let Abishag the Shunammite be given to Adonijah your brother for awife. 22Then
King Solomonmade answer and said to his mother, Why are you requestingme to give
Abishag the Shunammite to Adonijah? Take the kingdom for him in addition, for he is
my older brother, and Abiathar the priest and Joab, the son of Zeruiah, are on his side.
23 Then King Solomon took an oath by the Lord, saying, May God's punishment be on
me if Adonijah does not give payment for thesewordswith his life. 24Nowby the living
Lord, who has givenmemy place on the seat of Davidmy father, andmademe one of a
line of kings, as he gaveme hisword, truly Adonijahwill be put to death this day. 25And
King Solomon sent Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, and hemade an attack on him and put
him to death. 26And to Abiathar the priest the king said, Go to Anathoth, to your fields;
for death would be your right reward; but I will not put you to death now, because you
took up the ark of the LordGodbeforeDavidmy father, and youwerewith him in all his



1 Kings 2:27 308 1 Kings 3:4

troubles. 27So Solomon let Abiathar be priest no longer, so that hemightmake theword
of the Lord come true which he said about the sons of Eli in Shiloh. 28And news of this
came to Joab; for Joab had been one of Adonijah's supporters, though he had not been
on Absalom's side. Then Joab went in flight to the Tent of the Lord, and put his hands
on the horns of the altar. 29And they said to King Solomon, Joab has gone in flight to the
Tent of the Lord and is by the altar. Then Solomon sent Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada,
saying, Go,make an attack onhim. 30AndBenaiah came to the Tent of the Lord and said
to him, The king says, Come out. And he said, No; but let death come to me here. And
Benaiahwent back to the king and gave himword of the answerwhich Joab had given.
31 And the king said, Do as he has said and make an attack on him there, and put his
body into the earth; so that youmay take away fromme and frommy family the blood
of oneput todeathby Joabwithout cause. 32And theLordwill sendbackhis bloodonhis
head, because of the attack hemade on twomenmore upright and better than himself,
putting them to the sword without my father's knowledge; even Abner, the son of Ner,
captain of the army of Israel, andAmasa, the son of Jether, captain of the army of Judah.
33 So their blood will be on the head of Joab, and on the head of his seed for ever; but
for David and his seed and his family and the seat of his kingdom, there will be peace
for ever from the Lord. 34 So Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, went up, and falling on him,
put him to death; and his body was put to rest in his house in the waste land. 35 And
the king put Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, in his place over the army; and Zadok the
priest he put in the place of Abiathar. 36Then the king sent for Shimei, and said to him,
Make a house for yourself in Jerusalem and keep there and go to no other place. 37 For
be certain that on the day when you go out and go over the stream Kidron, death will
overtake you: and your bloodwill be on your head. 38And Shimei said to the king, Very
well! as my lord the king has said, so will your servant do. And for a long time Shimei
went on living in Jerusalem. 39But after three years, two of the servants of Shimeiwent
in flight to Achish, son of Maacah, king of Gath. And word was given to Shimei that his
servants had gone to Gath. 40Then Shimei got up, andmaking ready his ass, he went to
Gath, to Achish, in search of his servants; and he sent and got them from Gath. 41And
newswas given to Solomon that Shimei had gone from Jerusalem toGath andhad come
back again. 42 Then the king sent for Shimei, and said to him, Did I not make you take
an oath by the Lord, protesting to you and saying, Be certain that on the day when you
go out from here, wherever you go, death will overtake you? and you said to me, Very
well! 43Why then have you not kept the oath of the Lord and the order which I gave
you? 44And the king said to Shimei, You have knowledge of all the evil which you did to
Davidmy father; and now the Lord has sent back your evil on yourself. 45But a blessing
will be on King Solomon, and the kingdom of David will keep its place before the Lord
for ever. 46 So the king gave orders to Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada; and he went out
and, falling on him, put him to death. And Solomon's authority over the kingdom was
complete.

3
1 Solomon became the son-in-law of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and took Pharaoh's

daughter as his wife, keeping her in the town of David, till the house he was building
for himself, and the house of the Lord and the wall round Jerusalem, were complete.
2But all this time the people weremaking their offerings in the high places, because no
house had been put up to the name of the Lord till those days. 3 And Solomon, in his
love for the Lord, kept the laws of David his father; but he made offerings and let them
go up in smoke on the high places. 4And the king went to Gibeon to make an offering
there, because that was the chief high place: it was Solomon's way to make a thousand
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burned offerings on that altar. 5 In Gibeon, Solomon had a vision of the Lord in a dream
by night; and God said to him, Saywhat I am to give you. 6And Solomon said, Great was
yourmercy to Davidmy father, as his life before youwas true and upright and his heart
was true to you; and you have kept for him this greatest mercy, a son to take his place
this day. 7And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in the place of
Davidmy father; and I amonlyayoungboy,withnoknowledgeofhow togoout or come
in. 8And your servant has roundhim the people of your selection, a people so great that
theymay not be numbered, and no account of themmay be given. 9Give your servant,
then, a wise heart for judging your people, able to see what is good and what evil; for
who is able to be the judge of this great people? 10 Now these words and Solomon's
request were pleasing to the Lord. 11And God said to him, Because your request is for
this thing, and not for long life for yourself or for wealth or for the destruction of your
haters, but for wisdom to be a judge of causes; 12 I have done as you said: I have given
you awise and far-seeing heart, so that there has never been your equal in the past, and
neverwill there be any like you in the future. 13Andwith this I have given youwhat you
made no request for: wealth and honour, so that no king was ever your equal. 14And
if you go on in my ways, keeping my laws and my orders as your father David did, I
will give you a long life. 15And Solomon, awakening, saw that it was a dream; then he
came to Jerusalem,where hewent before the ark of the agreement of the Lord, offering
burned offerings and peace-offerings; and he made a feast for all his servants. 16Then
two loose women of the town came and took their places before the king; 17And one of
them said, O my lord, I and this woman are living in the same house; and I gave birth
to a child by her side in the house. 18 And three days after the birth of my child, this
woman had a child: we were together, no other-person was with us in the house but
we two only. 19 In the night, this woman, sleeping on her child, was the cause of its
death. 20And she got up in the middle of the night and tookmy son frommy side while
your servant was sleeping; and she took it in her arms and put her dead child in my
arms. 21Andwhen I got up to givemy child the breast, I saw that it was dead; but in the
morning, looking at it with care, I saw that it was not my son. 22And the other woman
said, No; but the living child ismy son and the dead one yours. But the first said, No; the
dead child is your son and the living one mine. So they kept on talking before the king.
23Then the king said, One says, The living child ismy son, and yours is the dead: and the
other says, Not so; but your son is the dead one and mine is the living. 24 Then he said,
Get me a sword. So they went and put a sword before the king. 25 And the king said,
Let the living child be cut in two and one half given to one woman and one to the other.
26Then the mother of the living child came forward, for her heart went out to her son,
and she said, Omy lord, give her the child; do not on any account put it to death. But the
otherwoman said, Itwill not bemine or yours; let it be cut in two. 27Then the kingmade
answer and said, Give her the child, and do not put it to death; she is the mother of it.
28And news of this decision which the king hadmadewent through all Israel; and they
had fear of the king, for they saw that the wisdom of God was in him to give decisions.

4
1Now Solomonwas king over all Israel. 2And these were his chief men: Azariah, the

son of Zadok, was the priest; 3 Elihoreph and Ahijah, the sons of Shisha, were scribes;
Jehoshaphat, the son of Ahilud, was the recorder; 4 Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, was
head of the army; Zadok and Abiathar were priests; 5Azariah, the son of Nathan, was
over those in authority in the different divisions of the country; Zabud, the son of
Nathan, was priest and the king's friend; 6Ahishar was controller of the king's house;
Adoniram, the son of Abda, was overseer of the forced work. 7 And Solomon put
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twelve overseers over all Israel, to be responsible for the stores needed for the king
and those of his house; every man was responsible for one month in the year. 8 And
these are their names: ... the son of Hur in the hill country of Ephraim; 9 ... the son of
Deker in Makaz and Shaalbim and Beth-shemesh and Elonbeth-hanan; 10 ... the son of
Hesed in Arubboth; Socoh and all the land of Hepher were under his control; 11 ... the
son of Abinadab in all Naphath-dor; his wife was Taphath, the daughter of Solomon.
12 Baana, the son of Ahilud, in Taanach and Megiddo, and all Beth-shean which is by
the side of Zarethan, under Jezreel, from Beth-shean to Abel-meholah, as far as the
far side of Jokmeam; 13 ... the son of Geber in Ramoth-gilead; he had the towns of
Jair, the son of Manasseh, which are in Gilead, and the country of Argob, which is in
Bashan, sixty great townswithwalls and locks of brass. 14Ahinadab, the son of Iddo, in
Mahanaim; 15Ahimaaz in Naphtali; he took Basemath, the daughter of Solomon, as his
wife; 16Baana, the son of Hushai, in Asher and Aloth; 17 Jehoshaphat, the son of Paruah,
in Issachar; 18 Shimei, the son of Ela, in Benjamin; 19Geber, the son of Uri, in the land
of Gilead, the country of Sihon, king of the Amorites, and Og, king of Bashan; and one
overseer had authority over all the overseers whowere in the land. 20 Judah and Israel
were as great in number as the sand by the seaside, and they took their food and drink
with joy in their hearts. 21And Solomonwas ruler over all the kingdoms from the River
to the land of the Philistines, and as far as the edge of Egypt;men gavehimofferings and
werehis servants all thedaysofhis life. 22And theamountof Solomon's food foroneday
was thirty measures of crushed grain and sixty measures of meal; 23 Ten fat oxen and
twenty oxen from the fields, and a hundred sheep, in addition to harts and gazelles and
roes and fat fowls. 24For he had authority over all the country on this side of the River,
fromTiphsah toGaza, overall thekingson this sideof theRiver; andhehadpeace round
him on every side. 25 So Judah and Israel were living safely, every man under his vine
and his fig-tree, fromDan as far as Beer-sheba, all the days of Solomon. 26And Solomon
had four thousand boxed-off spaces for horses for his carriages, and twelve thousand
horsemen. 27And those overseers, everyman inhismonth, saw that foodwasproduced
for Solomon and all his guests, they took care that nothing was overlooked. 28And they
took grain and dry grass for the horses and the carriage-horses, to the right place, every
man as he was ordered. 29 And God gave Solomon a great store of wisdom and good
sense, and a mind of wide range, as wide as the sand by the seaside. 30And Solomon's
wisdom was greater than the wisdom of all the people of the East and all the wisdom
of Egypt. 31 For he was wiser than all men, even than Ethan the Ezrahite, and Heman
andCalcol andDarda, the sons ofMahol; andhehad a great nameamong all the nations
round about. 32He was the maker of three thousand wise sayings, and of songs to the
number of a thousand and five. 33He made sayings about all plants, from the cedar in
Lebanon to the hyssop hanging on the wall; and about all beasts and birds and fishes
and the small things of the earth. 34 People came from every nation to give ear to the
wisdom of Solomon, from all the kings of the earth who had word of his wisdom.

5
1 Now Hiram, king of Tyre, hearing that Solomon had been made king in place of

his father, sent his servants to him; for Hiram had ever been a friend to David. 2 And
Solomon sent back word to Hiram, saying, 3You have knowledge that David my father
was not able to make a house for the name of the Lord his God, because of the wars
which were round him on every side, till the Lord put all those who were against him
under his feet. 4 But now the Lord my God has given me rest on every side; no one is
making trouble, andno evil is taking place. 5And so it ismypurpose tomake ahouse for
the name of the LordmyGod, as he said to Davidmy father, Your son, whom Iwillmake
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king in your place, will be the builder of a house for my name. 6 So now, will you have
cedar-trees fromLebanon cut down forme, andmy servantswill bewith your servants;
and Iwill give youpayment for your servants atwhatever rate you say; for it is common
knowledge that we have no such wood-cutters among us as the men of Zidon. 7 And
these words of Solomon made Hiram glad, and he said, Now may the Lord be praised
who has given to David a wise son to be king over this great people. 8Then Hiram sent
to Solomon, saying; The words you sent have been given tome: I will do all your desire
in the question of cedar-wood and cypress-wood. 9Mymen will take them down from
Lebanon to the sea, where I will have them corded together to go by sea to whatever
place you say, and I will have them cut up there so that you may take them away; as
for payment, it will be enough if you give me food for my people. 10 So Hiram gave
Solomon all the cedar-wood and cypress-wood he had need of; 11 And Solomon gave
Hiram twenty thousandmeasures of grain, as food for his people, and twentymeasures
of clear oil; this he did every year. 12Now the Lord had given Solomon wisdom, as he
had said to him; and there was peace between Hiram and Solomon, and they made
an agreement together. 13 Then King Solomon got together men for the forced work
through all Israel, thirty thousand men in number; 14 And sent them to Lebanon in
bands of ten thousand every month: for a month they were working in Lebanon and
for two months in their country, and Adoniramwas in control of them. 15Then he had
seventy thousand for the work of transport, and eighty thousand stone-cutters in the
mountains; 16 In addition to the chiefs of the responsiblemenputbySolomon tooversee
the work, three thousand and three hundred in authority over the workmen. 17By the
king's orders great stones, stonesofhighprice,were cutout, so that thebaseof thehouse
might be made of squared stone. 18 Solomon's builders and Hiram's builders did the
work of cutting them, and put edges on them, and got the wood and the stone ready for
the building of the house.

6
1 In the four hundred and eightieth year after the children of Israel came out of the

landofEgypt, in the fourthyear that Solomonwaskingof Israel, in themonthZiv,which
is the second month, the building of the Lord's house was started. 2 The house which
Solomon made for the Lord was sixty cubits long, twenty cubits wide and thirty cubits
high. 3The coveredway before the Temple of the housewas twenty cubits long, aswide
as the house, and ten cubits wide in front of the house. 4 And for the house he made
windows, with network across. 5And against the walls all round, and against the walls
of the Temple and of the inmost room, he put upwings, with side rooms all round: 6The
lowest lineof thembeingfive cubitswide, themiddle six cubitswideand the third seven
cubits; for there was a space all round the outside walls of the house so that the boards
supporting the roomsdidnot have to befixed in thewalls of the house. 7 (And the stones
used in the building of the house were squared at the place where they were cut out;
therewas no sound of hammer or axe or any iron instrumentwhile theywere building
the house.) 8 The door to the lowest side rooms was in the right side of the house; and
theywentupby twisting steps into themiddle rooms, and fromthemiddle into the third.
9 So he put up the house and made it complete, roofing it with boards of cedar-wood.
10Andhe put up the line of side rooms against thewalls of the house, fifteen cubits high,
resting against the house on boards of cedar-wood. 11 (And the word of the Lord came
to Solomon, saying, 12About this housewhich you are building: if youwill keepmy laws
and give effect to my decisions and be guided by my rules, I will give effect to my word
which I gave to David your father. 13 And I will be ever among the children of Israel,
and will not go away from my people. 14 So Solomon made the building of the house
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complete.) 15Thewalls of the housewere covered insidewith cedar-wood boards; from
the floor to the roof of the house theywere covered insidewithwood; and the floorwas
covered with boards of cypress-wood. 16And at the back of the house a further space
of twenty cubits was shut in with boards of cedar-wood, for the inmost room. 17 And
the house, that is, the Temple, in front of the holy place was forty cubits long. 18 (All the
inside of the house was cedar-wood, ornamented with designs of buds and flowers; no
stonework was to be seen inside.) 19And he made ready an inmost room in the middle
of the house, in which to put the ark of the agreement of the Lord. 20 And the inmost
roomwas twenty cubits square and twenty cubits high, plated overwith clear gold, and
hemade an altar of cedar-wood, plating itwith gold. 21Solomonhad all the inside of the
house covered with gold, and he put chains of gold across in front of the inmost room,
which itself was covered with gold. 22Plates of gold were put all through the house till
it was covered completely (and the altar in the inmost roomwas all coveredwith gold).
23 In the inmost roomhemade twowingedbeings of olive-wood, ten cubits high; 24With
outstretchedwings five cubits wide; the distance from the edge of one wing to the edge
of the other was ten cubits. 25 The two winged ones were ten cubits high, of the same
size and form. 26The two of themwere ten cubits high. 27These were placed inside the
inner house, their outstretchedwings touching thewalls of the house, one touching one
wall and one the other, while their other wings were touching in the middle. 28 These
winged oneswere plated overwith gold. 29And all thewalls of the house inside and out
were ornamented with forms of winged ones and palm-trees and open flowers. 30And
the floor of the house was covered with gold, inside and out. 31 For the way into the
inmost room he made doors of olive-wood, the arch and the door supports forming a
five-sided opening. 32 On the olive-wood doors were cut designs of winged ones and
palm-trees and open flowers, all of them, with the doors, plated with gold. 33 Then he
made pillars of olive-wood for the way into the Temple; the pillars were square: 34And
two folding doors of cypress-wood, with two leaves. 35 These were ornamented with
designs of winged ones and palm-trees and open flowers, plated over with gold. 36And
the inner space was walled with three lines of squared stones and a line of cedar-wood
boards. 37 In the fourth year the base of the housewas put in its place, in themonth Ziv.
38And in the eleventh year, in themonth Bul, which is the eighthmonth, the building of
the house was complete in every detail, as it had been designed. So he was seven years
building it.

7
1 Solomon was thirteen years building a house for himself till it was complete. 2And

he made the house of the Woods of Lebanon, which was a hundred cubits long and
fifty cubits wide and thirty cubits high, resting on four lines of cedar-wood pillars with
cedar-wood supports on the pillars. 3And it was covered with cedar over the forty-five
supportswhichwere on the pillars, fifteen in a line. 4Therewere three lines ofwindow-
frames, window facing window in every line. 5 And all the doors and windows had
square frames, with the windows facing one another in three lines. 6 And he made a
covered roomof pillars, fifty cubits long and thirty cubitswide, and ... with steps before
it. 7Thenhemade a covered room for his high seatwhenhe gave decisions; thiswas the
covered room of judging; it was covered with cedar-wood from floor to roof. 8And the
house for his living-place, the other open square in the covered room, was made in the
same way. And then he made a house like it for Pharaoh's daughter, whom Solomon
had taken as his wife. 9 All these buildings were made, inside and out, from base to
crowning stone, and outside to the great walled square, of highly priced stone, cut to
different sizes with cutting-instruments. 10And the base was of great masses of highly
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priced stone, some ten cubits and some eight cubits square. 11Overhead were highly
priced stones cut to measure, and cedar-wood. 12The great outer square all round was
walledwith three lines of squared stones and a line of cedar-wood boards, round about
the open square inside the house of the Lord and the covered room of the king's house.
13 Then King Solomon sent and got Hiram from Tyre. 14He was the son of a widow of
the tribe of Naphtali, and his father was aman of Tyre, a worker in brass; he was full of
wisdom and knowledge and an expert worker in brass. He came to King Solomon and
did all his work for him. 15He it waswhomade the two brass pillars; the first pillar was
eighteen cubits high, and a line of twelve cubits went round it; and the second was the
same. 16And hemade the two crowns to be put on the tops of the pillars, of brass made
soft in the fire; the crowns were five cubits high. 17 There were nets of open-work for
the crowns on the tops of the pillars, a net of open-work for one and a net of open-work
for the other. 18 And he made ornaments of apples; and two lines of apples all round
over the network, covering the crowns of the pillars, the two crowns in the same way.
19The crowns on the tops of the pillars were ornamented with a design of flowers, and
were four cubits across. 20And therewere crownson the twopillarsnear the roundpart
by the network, and there were two hundred apples in lines round every crown. 21He
put up the pillars at the doorway of the Temple, naming the one on the right Jachin,
and that on the left Boaz. 22 The tops of the pillars had a design of flowers; and the
work of making the pillars was complete. 23 And he made a great metal water-vessel
ten cubits across from edge to edge, five cubits high and thirty cubits round. 24 And
under the edge of it, circling it all round for ten cubits, were two lines of flower buds,
made together with it from liquidmetal. 25 It was supported on twelve oxen, with their
back parts turned to themiddle of it, three of them facing to the north, three to thewest,
three to the south, and three to the east; the vessel was resting on top of them. 26 It was
as thick as a man's open hand, and was curved like the edge of a cup, like the flower of
a lily: it would take two thousand baths. 27 And he made ten wheeled bases of brass;
every one four cubits long, four cubits wide, and three cubits high. 28 And the bases
were made in this way; their sides were square, fixed in a framework; 29 And on the
square sides between the frames were lions, oxen, and winged ones; and the same on
the frame; and over and under the lions and the oxen and the winged ones were steps.
30Every base had fourwheels of brass, turning on brass rods, and their four angles had
angle-plates under them; the angle-plates under the basewere ofmetal, and therewere
ornaments at the side of every one. 31 The mouth of it inside the angle-plate was one
cubit across; it was round like a pillar, a cubit and a half across; it had designs cut on
it; the sides were square, not round. 32The four wheels were under the frames, and the
rods on which the wheels were fixed were in the base; the wheels were a cubit and a
half high. 33 The wheels were made like carriage-wheels, the rods on which they were
fixed, the parts forming their edges, their rods and the middle points of them, were all
formed out of liquid metal. 34 And there were four angle-plates at the four angles of
every base, forming part of the structure of the base. 35And at the top of the base there
was a round vessel, half a cubit high; 36 In the spaces of the flat sides and on the frames
of them, hemadedesigns ofwingedones, lions, andpalm-trees,with ornamented edges
all round. 37All the ten bases weremade in this way, after the same design, of the same
size and form. 38And he made ten brass washing-vessels, everyone taking forty baths,
andmeasuring four cubits; one vessel was placed on every one of the ten bases. 39And
he put the bases by the house, five on the right side and five on the left; and he put the
great water-vessel on the right side of the house, to the east, facing south. 40AndHiram
made the pots and spades and the basins. So Hiram came to the end of all the work
he did for King Solomon in the house of the Lord: 41 The two pillars and the two cups
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of the crowns which were on the tops of the two pillars; and the network covering the
two cups of the crowns on the tops of the pillars, 42And the four hundred apples for the
network, two lines of apples for every network, covering the two cups of the crowns
on the pillars; 43 And the ten bases, with the ten washing-vessels on them; 44 And the
great water-vessel, with the twelve oxen under it; 45 And the pots and the spades and
the basins; all the vessels which Hiram made for King Solomon, for the house of the
Lord, were of polished brass. 46Hemade them of liquidmetal in the lowland of Jordan,
at the way across the river, at Adama, between Succoth and Zarethan. 47The weight of
all these vessels was not measured, because there was such a number of them; it was
not possible to get the weight of the brass. 48 And Solomon had all the vessels made
for use in the house of the Lord: the altar of gold and the gold table on which the holy
bread was placed; 49And the supports for the lights, five on the right side and five on
the left before the inmost room, of clear gold; and the flowers and the lights and all the
instruments of gold; 50And the cups and the scissors and the basins and the spoons and
the fire-trays, all of gold; and the pins on which the doors were turned, the doors of the
inner house, the most holy place, and the doors of the Temple, all of gold. 51 So all the
work King Solomon had done in the house of the Lord was complete. Then Solomon
took the holy thingswhichDavid his father had given, the silver and the gold and all the
vessels, and put them in the store-houses of the house of the Lord.

8
1 Then Solomon sent for all the responsible men of Israel, and all the chiefs of the

tribes, and the heads of families of the children of Israel, to come to him in Jerusalem to
take the ark of the Lord's agreement up out of the townof David, which is Zion. 2And all
themen of Israel came together to King Solomon at the feast, in themonth Ethanim, the
seventhmonth. 3And all the responsiblemen of Israel came, and the priests took up the
ark. 4They took up the ark of the Lord, and the Tent of meeting, and all the holy vessels
whichwere in theTent; all these thepriests and theLevites tookup. 5AndKing Solomon
and all the men of Israel who had come together there, were with him before the ark,
making offerings of sheep and oxen more than might be numbered. 6And the priests
took the ark of the agreement of the Lord and put it in its place in the inner room of
the house, in themost holy place, under thewings of thewinged ones. 7For their wings
were outstretched over the placewhere the arkwas, covering the ark and its rods. 8The
rods were so long that their ends were seen from the holy place, in front of the inmost
room; but they were not seen from outside: and there they are to this day. 9There was
nothing in the ark but the two flat stones which Moses put there at Horeb, where the
Lord made an agreement with the children of Israel when they came out of the land of
Egypt. 10Now when the priests had come out of the holy place, the house of the Lord
was full of the cloud, 11 So that the priests were not able to keep their places to do their
work because of the cloud, for the house of the Lord was full of the glory of the Lord.
12 Then Solomon said, O Lord, to the sun you have given the heaven for a living-place,
but your living-place was not seen by men; 13 So I have made for you a living-place, a
house in which you may be for ever present. 14 Then, turning his face about, the king
gave a blessing to all the men of Israel; and they were all on their feet together. 15And
he said, Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, who himself gave his word to Davidmy
father, and with his strong hand has made his word come true, saying, 16From the day
when I took my people Israel out of Egypt, no town in all the tribes of Israel has been
marked out by me for the building of a house for the resting-place of my name; but I
made selection of David to be king over my people Israel. 17Now it was in the heart of
Davidmy father to put up a house for the name of the Lord, the God of Israel. 18But the
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Lord said to David my father, You did well to have in your heart the desire to make a
house for my name; 19 But you yourself will not be the builder of my house; but your
son, the offspring of your body, he it is who will put up a house for my name. 20 And
the Lord has made his word come true; for I have takenmy father David's place on the
seat of the kingdom of Israel, as the Lord gave his word; and I have made a house for
the name of the Lord, the God of Israel. 21 In it I havemade a place for the ark, in which
is the agreement which the Lord made with our fathers, when he took them out of the
land of Egypt. 22 Then Solomon took his place before the altar of the Lord, all the men
of Israel being present, and stretching out his hands to heaven, 23 Said, O Lord, the God
of Israel, there is no God like you in heaven or on the earth; keeping faith and mercy
unchanging for your servants, while they go in your ways with all their hearts. 24And
you have kept the word which you gave to your servant David, my father; with your
mouth you said it andwith your hand you havemade it come true this day. 25So now, O
Lord, the God of Israel, let yourword to your servant David,my father, come true, when
you said, Youwill never bewithout aman to take his place on the seat of the kingdomof
Israel beforeme, if only your childrengiveattention to theirways,walkingbeforemeas
you have done. 26 So now, O God of Israel, it is my prayer that you will make your word
come true which you said to your servant David, my father. 27 But is it truly possible
that Godmay be housed on earth? see, heaven and the heaven of heavens are not wide
enough to be your resting-place; howmuch less this house which I have made! 28 Still,
let your heart be turned to the prayer of your servant, O Lord God, and to his prayer for
grace; give ear to the cry and the prayer which your servant sends up to you this day;
29 That your eyes may be open to this house night and day, to this place of which you
have said, My name will be there; hearing the prayer which your servant may make,
turning to this place. 30Give ear to the prayers of your servant, and the prayers of your
people Israel, when they make their prayers, turning to this place; give ear in heaven
your living-place, andhearing, havemercy. 31 If amandoeswrong tohisneighbour, and
has to take an oath, and comes before your altar to take his oath in this house: 32 Then
let your ear be open in heaven, and be the judge of your servants, giving your decision
against the wrongdoer, so that punishment for his sins may come on his head; and, by
your decision, keeping from evil him who has done no wrong. 33When your people
Israel are overcome in war, because of their sin against you; if they are turned to you
again, honouring your name, making prayers to you and requesting your grace in this
house: 34Then give ear in heaven, and let the sin of your people Israel have forgiveness,
and take themback again into the landwhich you gave to their fathers. 35Whenheaven
is shut up and there is no rain, because of their sin against you; if they make prayers
with their faces turned to this place, honouring yournameand turning away from their
sin when you send trouble on them: 36 Then give ear in heaven, so that the sin of your
servants, andof yourpeople Israel,mayhave forgiveness,whenyoumake clear to them
the goodway inwhich they are to go; and send rain on your landwhich you have given
to your people for their heritage. 37 If there is no food in the land, or if there is disease,
or if the fruits of the earth are damaged through heat or water, locust or worm; if their
towns are shut in by their attackers; whatever trouble, whatever disease theremay be:
38Whatever prayer or request for your grace ismade by anyman, or by all your people
Israel,whateverhis troublemaybe,whosehandsare stretchedout to this house: 39Give
ear in heaven your living-place, acting in mercy; and give to every man whose secret
heart is open toyou, the rewardof all hisways; for you, andyouonly, haveknowledgeof
the hearts of all the children ofmen: 40So that theymay give youworship all the days of
their life in the landwhich you gave to our fathers. 41And as for theman froma strange
land, who is not of your people Israel; when he comes from a far country because of
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the glory of your name: 42 (For theywill have news of your great name and your strong
hand and your out-stretched arm;) when he comes to make his prayer, turning to this
house: 43Give ear in heaven your living-place, and give himhis desire, whatever itmay
be; so that all the peoples of the earthmay have knowledge of your name, worshipping
you as do your people Israel, and that theymay see that this house which I have put up
is truly named by your name. 44 If your people go out to war against their attackers, by
whatever way you may send them, if they make their prayer to the Lord, turning their
faces to this town of yours and to this house which I have made for your name: 45Give
ear in heaven to their prayer and their cry for grace, and see right done to them. 46 If
theydowrongagainst you, (fornoman iswithout sin,) andyouareangrywith themand
give them up into the power of those who are fighting against them, so that they take
them away as prisoners into a strange land, far off or near; 47And if they take thought,
in the land where they are prisoners, and are turned again to you, crying out in prayer
to you in that land, and saying,We are sinners, we have donewrong, we have done evil;
48Andwith all their heart and soul are turnedagain to you, in the landof thosewho took
themprisoners, andmake their prayer to you, turning their eyes to this landwhich you
gave to their fathers, and to the townwhich you took for yourself, and the housewhich
I made for your name: 49 Then give ear to their prayer and to their cry in heaven your
living-place, and see right done to them; 50Answering with forgiveness the people who
have done wrong against you, and overlooking the evil which they have done against
you; let those whomade them prisoners bemovedwith pity for them, and have pity on
them; 51 For they are your people and your heritage, which you took out of Egypt, out
of the iron fireplace; 52Let your eyes be open to your servant's prayer for grace and to
the prayer of your people Israel, hearing themwhen their cry comes to you. 53For you
made them separate from all the peoples of the earth, to be your heritage, as you said
by Moses your servant, when you took our fathers out of Egypt, O Lord God. 54 Then
Solomon, aftermaking all these prayers and requests for grace to the Lord, got up from
his knees before the altar of the Lord, where his hands had been stretched out in prayer
to heaven; 55And, getting on his feet, he gave a blessing to all the men of Israel, saying
with a loud voice, 56 Praise be to the Lord who has given rest to his people Israel, as he
gave themhisword todo; everywordof all his oath,whichhegaveby thehandofMoses
his servant, has come true. 57Nowmay the Lord our God be with us as he was with our
fathers; let him never go away from us or give us up; 58 Turning our hearts to himself,
guiding us to go in all his ways, to keep his orders and his laws and his decisions, which
he gave to our fathers. 59Andmay thesemywords, the words of my prayer to the Lord,
be before the Lord our God day and night, so that he may see right done to his servant
and to his people Israel, day by day as we have need. 60 So that all the peoples of the
earth may see that the Lord is God, and there is no other. 61 Then let your hearts be
without sin before the Lord our God, walking in his laws and keeping his orders as at
this day. 62Nowtheking, andall Israelwithhim,weremakingofferingsbefore theLord.
63And Solomon gave to the Lord for peace-offerings, twenty-two thousand oxen and a
hundred and twenty thousand sheep. So the king and all the children of Israel kept the
feast of the opening of the Lord's house. 64The same day the kingmade holy themiddle
of the open square in front of the house of the Lord, offering there the burned offering
and the meal offering and the fat of the peace-offerings; for there was not room on the
brass altar of the Lord for the burned offerings and the meal offerings and the fat of
the peace-offerings. 65 So Solomon and all Israel with him, a very great meeting, (for
the people had come together from theway into Hamath to the river of Egypt,) kept the
feast at that time before the Lord our God, for twoweeks, even fourteen days. 66And on
the eighth day he sent the people away, and, blessing the king, they went to their tents
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full of joy and glad in their hearts, because of all the good which the Lord had done to
David his servant and to Israel his people.

9
1Nowwhen Solomon came to the end of building the house of the Lord and the king's

house, and all Solomon's desires, which he had inmindwere effected; 2The Lord came
to him again in a vision, as he had done at Gibeon; 3 And the Lord said to him, Your
prayers and your requests for grace have come tomy ears: I havemade holy this house
which you have made, and I have put my name there for ever; my eyes and my heart
will be there at all times. 4As for you, if you will go on your way before me, as David
your father did, uprightly and with a true heart, doing what I have given you orders
to do, keeping my laws and my decisions; 5 Then I will make the seat of your rule over
Israel certain for ever, as I gave my word to David your father, saying, You will never
be without a man to be king in Israel. 6 But if you are turned from my ways, you or
your children, and do not keep my orders and my laws which I have put before you,
but go and make yourselves servants to other gods and give them worship: 7 Then I
will have Israel cut off from the land which I have given them; and this house, which
I have made holy for myself, I will put away from before my eyes; and Israel will be a
public example, and a word of shame among all peoples. 8And this house will become
a mass of broken walls, and everyone who goes by will be overcome with wonder at it
andmakewhistling sounds; and theywill say,Whyhas theLorddone so to this land and
to this house? 9And their answerwill be, Because theywere turned away from the Lord
theirGod,who took their fathers out of the landof Egypt; they took for themselves other
gods and gave them worship and became their servants: that is why the Lord has sent
all this evil on them. 10Now at the end of twenty years, in which time Solomon had put
up the two houses, the house of the Lord and the king's house, 11 (Hiram, king of Tyre,
had given Solomon cedar-trees and cypress-trees and gold, as much as he had need of,)
King Solomon gaveHiram twenty towns in the land of Galilee. 12ButwhenHiram came
fromTyre to see the townswhichSolomonhadgivenhim,hewasnotpleasedwith them.
13And he said, What sort of towns are these which you have given me, my brother? So
they were named the land of Cabul, to this day. 14And Hiram sent the king a hundred
and twenty talents of gold. 15Now, this was theway of Solomon's system of forcedwork
for the building of the Lord's house and of the king's house, and the Millo and the wall
of Jerusalem andMegiddo andGezer. ... 16Pharaoh, king of Egypt, came and took Gezer,
burning it down and putting to death the Canaanites living in the town, and he gave it
for a bride-offering tohis daughter, Solomon'swife. ... 17 ... and Solomonwas thebuilder
of Gezer and Beth-horon the lower, 18And Baalath and Tamar in the waste land, in that
land; 19And all the store-towns and the townswhich Solomonhad for hiswar-carriages
and for his horsemen, and everything which it was his pleasure to put up in Jerusalem
and in Lebanon and in all the land under his rule. 20As for the rest of the Amorites, the
Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, who were not children of Israel;
21 Their children who were still in the land, and whom the children of Israel had not
been able to put to complete destruction, them did Solomon put to forced work, to this
day. 22But Solomon did not put the children of Israel to forcedwork; theywere themen
ofwar, his servants, his captains, and his chiefs, captains of hiswar-carriages and of his
horsemen. 23 These were the chiefs of the overseers of Solomon's work, five hundred
and fifty, in authority over the people who did the work. 24At that time Solomonmade
Pharaoh's daughter come up from the town of David to the house which he had made
for her: then hemade theMillo. 25Three times in the year it was Solomon's way to give
burned offerings and peace-offerings on the altar he hadmade to the Lord, causing his
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fire-offering to goupon thealtar before theLord. 26AndKing Solomonmadea sea-force
of ships in Ezion-geber, by Eloth, on the Red Sea, in the land of Edom. 27Hiram sent his
servants, who were experienced seamen, in the sea-force with Solomon's men. 28And
they came to Ophir, where they got four hundred and twenty talents of gold, and took it
back to King Solomon.

10
1Now the queen of Sheba, hearing great things of Solomon, came to put hiswisdom to

the test with hard questions. 2And she came to Jerusalemwith a very great train, with
camels weighted down with spices, and stores of gold and jewels: and when she came
to Solomon she had talk with him of everything in her mind. 3And Solomon gave her
answers to all her questions; there was no secret which the king did not make clear to
her. 4Andwhen the queen of Sheba had seen all thewisdom of Solomon, and the house
which he had made, 5And the food at his table, and all his servants seated there, and
those who were waiting on him in their places, and their robes, and his wine-servants,
and the burned offerings which he made in the house of the Lord, there was no more
spirit inher. 6Andshe said to theking, Theaccountwhichwasgiven tome inmycountry
of your acts and yourwisdomwas true. 7But I had no faith inwhat was said about you,
till I came and saw formyself; and now I see that it was not half the story; yourwisdom
and your wealth are much greater than they said. 8Happy are your wives, happy are
these your servants whose place is ever before you, hearing your words of wisdom.
9May the Lord your God be praised, whose pleasure it was to put you on the seat of
the kingdom of Israel; because the Lord's love for Israel is eternal, he has made you
king, to be their judge in righteousness. 10And she gave the king a hundred and twenty
talents of gold, and a great store of spices and jewels: never again was such a wealth of
spices seen as thatwhich the queen of Sheba gaveKing Solomon. 11And the sea-force of
Hiram, in addition to gold from Ophir, came back with much sandal-wood and jewels.
12 And from the sandal-wood the king made pillars for the house of the Lord, and for
the king's house, and instruments of music for the makers of melody: never has such
sandal-wood been seen to this day. 13 And King Solomon gave the queen of Sheba all
her desire, whatever she made request for, in addition to what he gave her freely from
the impulse of his heart. So she went back to her country, she and her servants. 14Now
the weight of gold which came to Solomon in one year was six hundred and sixty-six
talents; 15 In addition to what came to him from the business of the traders, and from
all the kings of the Arabians, and from the rulers of the country. 16And Solomonmade
two hundred body-covers of hammered gold, every one having six hundred shekels of
gold in it. 17And he made three hundred smaller body-covers of hammered gold, with
three pounds of gold in every cover: and the king put them in the house of the Woods
of Lebanon. 18Then the kingmade a great ivory seat, platedwith the best gold. 19There
were six steps going up to it, and the top of it was round at the back, there were arms
on the two sides of the seat, and two lions by the side of the arms; 20And twelve lions
were placed on the one side and on the other side on the six steps: there was nothing
like it in any kingdom. 21And all King Solomon's drinking-vessels were of gold, and all
the vessels of the house of the Woods of Lebanon were of the best gold; not one was of
silver, for noone gave a thought to silver in thedays ofKing Solomon. 22For the kinghad
Tarshish-ships at seawith the ships ofHiram; once every three years the Tarshish-ships
came with gold and silver and ivory and monkeys and peacocks. 23And King Solomon
was greater than all the kings of the earth inwealth and inwisdom. 24And fromall over
the earth they came to see Solomon and to give ear to his wisdom, which God had put
in his heart. 25 And everyone took with him an offering, vessels of silver and vessels
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of gold, and robes, and coats of metal, and spices, and horses, and beasts of transport,
regularly year by year. 26 And Solomon got together war-carriages and horsemen; he
had one thousand, four hundred carriages and twelve thousand horsemen, whom he
kept, some in the carriage-towns and some with the king at Jerusalem. 27And the king
made silver as common as stones in Jerusalem and cedars like the sycamore-trees of
the lowlands in number. 28And Solomon's horses came from Egypt and from Kue; the
king's traders got them at a price from Kue. 29A war-carriage might be got from Egypt
for six hundred shekels of silver, and a horse for a hundred and fifty; they got them at
the same rate for all the kings of the Hittites and the kings of Aram.

11
1Now a number of strange women were loved by Solomon, women of the Moabites,

Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians, and Hittites: 2 The nations of which the Lord had
said to the children of Israel, You are not to take wives from them and they are not
to take wives from you; or they will certainly make you go after their gods: to these
Solomon was united in love. 3He had seven hundred wives, daughters of kings, and
three hundred other wives; and through his wives his heart was turned away. 4 For it
came about thatwhen Solomonwas old, his heart was turned away to other gods by his
wives; and his heart was no longer true to the Lord his God as the heart of his father
David had been. 5For Solomonwent after Ashtoreth, the goddess of the Zidonians, and
Milcom, the disgusting god of the Ammonites. 6And Solomon did evil in the eyes of the
Lord, not walking in the Lord's ways with all his heart as David his father did. 7 Then
Solomon put up a high place for Chemosh, the disgusting god of Moab, in themountain
before Jerusalem, and for Molech, the disgusting god worshipped by the children of
Ammon. 8And so he did for all his strange wives, who made offerings with burning of
perfumes to their gods. 9And the Lord was angry with Solomon, because his heart was
turned away from the Lord, the God of Israel, who had twice come to him in a vision;
10Andhad givenhimorders about this very thing, that hewasnot to go after other gods;
but he did not keep the orders of the Lord. 11 So the Lord said to Solomon, Because you
have done this, and have not kept my agreement and my laws, which I gave you, I will
take the kingdom away from you by force and will give it to your servant. 12 I will not
do it in your life-time, because of your father David, but I will take it from your son.
13 Still I will not take all the kingdom from him; but I will give one tribe to your son,
because of my servant David, and because of Jerusalem, the town of my selection. 14So
the Lord sentHadad the Edomite tomake trouble for Solomon: hewas of the king's seed
in Edom. 15AndwhenDavid had sent destruction on Edom, and Joab, the captain of the
army, had gone to put the dead into the earth, and had put to death everymale in Edom;
16 (For Joab and all Israel were there six months till every male in Edom had been cut
off;) 17Hadad, being still a young boy, went in flight to Egypt, with certain Edomites,
servants of his father; 18And theywent on fromMidian and came to Paran; and, taking
men fromParanwith them, they came toEgypt, toPharaoh, kingofEgypt,whogavehim
ahouseandgaveorders forhis foodandgavehimland. 19NowHadadwasverypleasing
to Pharaoh, so that he gave him the sister of his wife, Tahpenes the queen, for his wife.
20And the sister of Tahpenes had a son by him, Genubath, whomTahpenes took care of
in Pharaoh's house; andGenubathwas living inPharaoh's house amongPharaoh's sons.
21NowwhenHadad had news in Egypt that David had been put to rest with his fathers,
and that Joab, the captain of the army, was dead, he said to Pharaoh, Send me back to
my country. 22 But Pharaoh said to him, What have you been short of while you have
been with me, that you are desiring to go back to your country? And he said, Nothing;
but even so, send me back. 23 And God sent another trouble-maker, Rezon, the son of
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Eliada, who had gone in flight from his lord, Hadadezer, king of Zobah: 24He got some
men together and made himself captain of a band of outlaws; and went to Damascus
and became king there. 25He was a trouble to Israel all through the days of Solomon.
And this is the damageHadad did: hewas cruel to Israel while hewas ruler over Edom.
26 And there was Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, an Ephraimite from Zeredah, a servant
of Solomon, whose mother was Zeruah, a widow; and his hand was lifted up against
the king. 27 The way in which his hand came to be lifted up against the king was this:
Solomonwas building theMillo andmaking good the damaged parts of the town of his
fatherDavid; 28And Jeroboamwas an able and responsibleman; and Solomon saw that
hewas a goodworker andmadehimoverseer of all thework given to the sons of Joseph.
29Now at that time, when Jeroboamwas going out of Jerusalem, the prophet Ahijah the
Shilonite came across him on the road; now Ahijah had put on a new robe; and the two
of themwere by themselves in the open country. 30And Ahijah took his new robe in his
hands, parting it violently into twelve. 31Andhe said to Jeroboam, Take ten of the parts,
for this is what the Lord has said: See, I will take the kingdom away from Solomon by
force, andwill give ten tribes to you; 32 (But one tribe will be his, because of my servant
David, and because of Jerusalem, the town which, out of all the tribes of Israel, I have
mademine,) 33Because they are turned away fromme to the worship of Ashtoreth, the
goddess of the Zidonians, and Chemosh, the god of Moab, and Milcom, the god of the
Ammonites; they have not been walking in my ways or doing what is right in my eyes
or keeping my laws and my decisions as his father David did. 34But I will not take the
kingdom from him; I will let him be king all the days of his life, because of David my
servant, in whom I took delight because he kept my orders and my laws. 35 But I will
take the kingdom from his son, and give it to you. 36And one tribe I will give to his son,
so that Davidmy servantmay have a light for ever burning beforeme in Jerusalem, the
town which I have made mine to put my name there. 37 And you I will take, and you
will be king over Israel, ruling over whatever is the desire of your soul. 38 And if you
give attention to the orders I give you, walking in my ways and doing what is right in
my eyes and keeping my laws and my orders as David my servant did; then I will be
with you, building up for you a safe house, as I did for David, and I will give Israel to
you. 39 (So that I may send trouble for this on the seed of David, but not for ever.) 40And
Solomon was looking for a chance to put Jeroboam to death; but he went in flight to
Egypt, to Shishak, king of Egypt, and was in Egypt till the death of Solomon. 41Now the
rest of the acts of Solomon, and all he did, and his wisdom, are they not recorded in the
book of the acts of Solomon? 42 And the time Solomon was king in Jerusalem over all
Israel was forty years. 43And Solomon went to rest with his fathers, and was put into
the earth in the town of David his father: and Solomonwent to rest with his fathers and
Rehoboam his son became king in his place.

12
1And Rehoboam went to Shechem, where all Israel had come together to make him

king, 2And, hearing of it, Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, who was still in Egypt, where he
had gone in flight from Solomon, and was living there, came back to his town Zeredah,
in the hill-country of Ephraim; 3And all the men of Israel came to Rehoboam and said,
4 Your father put a hard yoke on us: if you will make the conditions under which your
father kept us down less cruel, and the weight of the yoke he put on us less hard, then
we will be your servants. 5And he said to them, Go away for three days and then come
back to me again. So the people went away. 6 Then King Rehoboam took the opinion
of the old men who had been with Solomon his father when he was living, and said, In
your opinion, what answer am I to give to this people? 7And they said to him, If youwill
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be a servant to this people today, caring for them and giving them a gentle answer, then
they will be your servants for ever. 8But he gave no attention to the opinion of the old
men, andwent to the youngmen of his generationwhowerewaiting before him: 9And
said to them, What is your opinion? What answer are we to give to this people who
have said to me, Make less the weight of the yoke which your father put on us? 10And
the young men of his generation said to him, This is the answer to give to the people
who came to you saying, Your father put a hard yoke on us; will you make it less? say
to them,My little finger is thicker thanmy father's body; 11 If my father put a hard yoke
on you, I will make it harder: my father gave you punishment with whips, but I will
give you blows with snakes. 12 So all the people came to Rehoboam on the third day,
as the king had given orders, saying, Come back to me the third day. 13 And the king
gave them a rough answer, giving no attention to the suggestion of the old men; 14But
giving them the answer put forward by the young men, saying, My father made your
yoke hard, but I will make it harder; my father gave you punishment with whips, but I
will give itwith snakes. 15So the king did not give ear to the people; and this came about
by thepurpose of theLord, so thatwhat hehad saidbyAhijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam,
son of Nebat, might be effected. 16And when all Israel saw that the king would give no
attention to them, the people in answer said to the king, What part have we in David?
what is our heritage in the son of Jesse? to your tents, O Israel; now see to your people,
David. So Israel went away to their tents. 17 (But Rehoboamwas still king over those of
the children of Israel who were living in the towns of Judah.) 18 Then King Rehoboam
sentAdoniram, the overseer of the forcedwork; andhewas stoned todeathbyall Israel.
And King Rehoboamwent quickly and got into his carriage to go in flight to Jerusalem.
19So Israel was turned away from the family of David to this day. 20Nowwhen all Israel
had news that Jeroboam had come back, they sent for him to come before the meeting
of thepeople, andmadehimkingover Israel: not oneof themwas joined to the family of
Davidbutonly the tribeof Judah. 21WhenRehoboamcame to Jerusalem,hegot together
all the men of Judah and the tribe of Benjamin, a hundred and eighty thousand of his
best fighting-men, tomakewar against Israel and get the kingdom back for Rehoboam,
the son of Solomon. 22But the word of God came to Shemaiah, the man of God, saying,
23 Say to Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, king of Judah, and to all the men of Judah and
Benjaminand the rest of thepeople: 24TheLordhas said, Youarenot togo towaragainst
your brothers, the children of Israel; go back, everyman tohis house, because this thing
is my purpose. So they gave ear to the word of the Lord, and went back, as the Lord
had said. 25 Then Jeroboammade the town of Shechem in the hill-country of Ephraim
a strong place, and was living there; and from there he went out and did the same to
Penuel. 26And Jeroboam said in his heart, Now the kingdomwill go back to the family
of David: 27 If the people go up to make offerings in the house of the Lord at Jerusalem,
their heart will be turned again to their lord, to Rehoboam, king of Judah; and theywill
put me to death and go back to Rehoboam, king of Judah. 28 So after taking thought
the king made two oxen of gold; and he said to the people, You have been going up to
Jerusalem long enough; see! these are your gods, O Israel, who took you out of the land
of Egypt. 29And he put one in Beth-el and the other in Dan. 30And this became a sin in
Israel; for the people went to giveworship to the one at Beth-el, and to the other at Dan.
31And he made places for worship at the high places, and made priests, who were not
Levites, fromamongall thepeople. 32And Jeroboamgaveorders for a feast in the eighth
month, on the fifteenth day of the month, like the feast which is kept in Judah, and he
went up to the altar. And in the sameway, inBeth-el, he gave offerings to the oxenwhich
hehadmade, placing inBeth-el thepriests of thehighplaceshehadmade. 33Hewentup
to the altar he hadmade in Beth-el on the fifteenth day of the eighth month, the month
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fixed by him at his pleasure; and he gave orders for a feast for the people of Israel, and
went up to the altar, and there hemade the smoke of his offerings go up.

13
1 Then a man of God came from Judah by the order of the Lord to Beth-el, where

Jeroboamwas by the altar, burning offerings. 2Andby the order of the Lord hemade an
outcry against the altar, saying, O altar, altar, the Lord has said, From the seed of David
will come a child, named Josiah, and on you he will put to death the priests of the high
places, who are burning offerings on you, andmen's boneswill be burned on you. 3The
same day he gave thema sign, saying, This is the signwhich the Lord has given: See, the
altar will be broken and the burned waste on it overturned. 4 Then the king, hearing
the man of God crying out against the altar at Beth-el, put out his hand from the altar,
saying, Take him prisoner. And his hand, stretched out against him, became dead, and
he had no power of pulling it back. 5And the altar was broken and the burned waste
on it overturned; this was the sign which the man of God had given by the word of the
Lord. 6Then the king made answer and said to the man of God, Make a prayer now for
the grace of the Lord your God, and for me, that my hand may be made well. And in
answer to the prayer of the man of God, the king's hand was made well again, as it was
before. 7And the king said to the man of God, Come with me to my house for food and
rest, and Iwill give you a reward. 8But theman of God said to the king, Even if you gave
me half of all you have, I would not go in with you, and I would not take food or a drink
of water in this place; 9For so I was ordered by the word of the Lord, who said, You are
not to take food or a drink of water, and you are not to go back the way you came. 10 So
he went another way, and not by the way he came to Beth-el. 11Now there was an old
prophet living in Beth-el; and one of his sons came and gave him word of all the man
of God had done that day in Beth-el, and they gave their father an account of the words
he had said to the king. 12 Then their father said to them, Which way did he go? Now
his sons had seen which way the man of God who came from Judah had gone. 13 So the
prophet said to his sons, Make ready an ass for me. So they made an ass ready, and he
got on it, 14And went after the man of God, and came up with himwhile he was seated
under an oak-tree. And he said to him, Are you the man of God who came from Judah?
And he said, I am. 15 Then he said to him, Come back to the house with me and have a
meal. 16 But he said, I may not go back with you or go into your house; and I will not
take food or a drink of water with you in this place; 17 For the Lord said to me, You are
not to take food or water there, or go back again by the way you came. 18 Then he said
to him, I am a prophet like you; and an angel said to me by the word of the Lord, Take
him back with you and give him food and water. But he said false words to him. 19 So
he went back with him, and had a meal in his house and a drink of water. 20But while
they were seated at the table, the word of the Lord came to the prophet who had taken
him back; 21And crying out to theman of God who came from Judah, he said, The Lord
says, Because you have gone against the voice of the Lord, and have not done as you
were ordered by the Lord, 22But have comeback, and have taken food andwater in this
place where he said you were to take no food or water; your dead body will not be put
to rest with your fathers. 23Now after the meal he made ready the ass for him, for the
prophet whom he had taken back. 24 And he went on his way; but on the road a lion
came rushing at him and put him to death; and his dead bodywas stretched in the road
with the ass by its side, and the lion was there by the body. 25And some men, going by,
saw the body stretched out in the roadwith the lion by its side; and they came and gave
news of it in the town where the old prophet was living. 26 Then the prophet who had
made him come back, hearing it, said, It is the man of God, who went against the word
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of the Lord; that iswhy the Lord has givenhim to the lion to bewounded to death, as the
Lord said. 27And he said to his sons, Make ready the ass forme. And they did so. 28And
hewent and saw the dead body stretched out in the roadwith the ass and the lion by its
side: the lion had not taken the body for its food or done any damage to the ass. 29Then
the prophet took up the body of the man of God and put it on the ass and took it back;
and he came to the town to put the body to rest with weeping. 30And he put the body
in the resting-place made ready for himself, weeping and sorrowing over it, saying, O
my brother! 31Andwhen he had put it to rest, he said to his sons,When I am dead, then
you are to put my body into the earth with the body of this man of God, and put me by
his bones so that my bones may be kept safe with his bones. 32 For the outcry he made
by the word of the Lord against the altar in Beth-el and against all the houses of the
high places in the towns of Samaria, will certainly come about. 33After this Jeroboam,
not turning back from his evil ways, still made priests for his altars from among all the
people; hemade a priest of anyone desiring it, so that theremight be priests of the high
places. 34And this became a sin in the family of Jeroboam, causing it to be cut off and
sent to destruction from the face of the earth.

14
1 At that time Abijah, the son of Jeroboam, became ill. 2 And Jeroboam said to his

wife, Now come, put on different clothing so that you may not seem to be the wife of
Jeroboam, and go to Shiloh; see, Ahijah is there, the prophet who said I would be king
over thispeople. 3And takewithyou tencakesofbreadanddrycakesandapotofhoney,
and go to him: he will give you word of what is to become of the child. 4 So Jeroboam's
wife did so, and got up andwent to Shiloh and came to the house of Ahijah. NowAhijah
was unable to see, because he was very old. 5 And the Lord had said to Ahijah, The
wife of Jeroboam is coming to get news from you about her son, who is ill; give her
such and such an answer; for she will make herself seem to be another woman. 6Then
Ahijah, hearing the sound of her footsteps coming in at the door, said, Come in, Owife of
Jeroboam;whydo youmake yourself seem like another? for I am sent to youwith bitter
news. 7Go, say to Jeroboam, These are thewords of the Lord, theGod of Israel: Though I
took you fromamong the people, lifting youup to be a ruler overmypeople Israel, 8And
took the kingdom away by force from the seed of David and gave it to you, you have not
been like my servant David, who kept my orders, and was true to mewith all his heart,
doing only what was right in my eyes. 9 But you have done evil more than any before
you, and havemade for yourself other gods, and images of metal, movingme to wrath,
and turning your back on me. 10 So I will send evil on the line of Jeroboam, cutting off
fromhis family everymale child, thosewho are shut up and thosewho go free in Israel;
the family of Jeroboam will be brushed away like a man brushing away waste till it is
all gone. 11Those of the family of Jeroboamwho come to death in the town,will become
food for the dogs; and those onwhomdeath comes in the open country, will be food for
the birds of the air; for the Lord has said it. 12Up, then! go back to your house; and in
the hour when your feet go into the town, the death of the child will take place. 13And
all Israel will put his body to rest, weeping over him, because he only of the family of
Jeroboamwill beput intohis resting-place in the earth; for of all the family of Jeroboam,
in himonly has the Lord, theGod of Israel, seen some good. 14And the Lordwill put up a
king over Israel whowill send destruction on the family of Jeroboam in that day; 15And
even now the hand of the Lord has come down on Israel, shaking it like a river-grass in
the water; and, uprooting Israel from this good land, which he gave to their fathers, he
will send them thisway and that on the other side of the River; because they havemade
for themselves images, moving the Lord to wrath. 16And he will give Israel up because
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of the sins which Jeroboam has done and made Israel do. 17 Then Jeroboam's wife got
up andwent away and came to Tirzah; andwhen she came to the doorway of the house,
death came to the child. 18And all Israel put his body to rest, weeping over him, as the
Lord had said by his servant Ahijah the prophet. 19Now the rest of the acts of Jeroboam,
howhemadewarandhowhebecameking, are recorded in thebookof thehistoryof the
kings of Israel. 20And Jeroboamwas king for twenty-two years, andwas put to restwith
his fathers, and Nadab his son became king in his place. 21And Rehoboam, the son of
Solomon, was king in Judah. Rehoboamwas forty-one years old when he became king,
and he was king for seventeen years in Jerusalem, the town which the Lord had made
his out of all the tribes of Israel, to put his name there; his mother's namewas Naamah,
anAmmonitewoman. 22And Judah did evil in the eyes of the Lord, andmade himmore
angry than their fathershaddoneby their sins. 23For theymadehighplacesandupright
stones and wood pillars on every high hill and under every green tree; 24 And more
than this, there were those in the land who were used for sex purposes in the worship
of the gods, doing the same disgusting crimes as the nations which the Lord had sent
out before the children of Israel. 25Now in the fifth year of King Rehoboam, Shishak,
king of Egypt, came up against Jerusalem; 26And took away all the stored wealth from
the house of the Lord, and from the king's house, and all the gold body-covers which
Solomon hadmade. 27So in their place King Rehoboamhad other body-coversmade of
brass, and gave them into the care of the captains of the armedmenwhowere stationed
at thedoorof theking'shouse. 28Andwhenever thekingwent into thehouseof theLord,
the armedmenwentwith him taking the body-covers, and then took themback to their
room. 29Now the rest of the acts of Rehoboam, and all he did, are they not recorded in
the book of the history of the kings of Judah? 30And there was war between Rehoboam
and Jeroboamall their days. 31AndRehoboamwent to restwithhis fathers, andwasput
into the earthwith his fathers in the town of David; hismother's namewasNaamah, an
Ammonite woman. And Abijam his son became king in his place.

15
1Now in the eighteenth year of king Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, Abijam became king

over Judah. 2 For three years he was king in Jerusalem: and his mother's name was
Maacah, the daughter of Abishalom. 3 And he did the same sins which his father had
done before him: his heartwas not completely true to the Lord his God, like the heart of
David his father. 4But because of David, the Lord gave him a light in Jerusalem,making
his sons king after him, so that Jerusalemmight be safe; 5Because David did what was
right in the eyes of the Lord, and never in all his life went against his orders, but only
in the question of Uriah the Hittite. 6 ... 7Now the rest of the acts of Abijam, and all he
did, are they not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Judah? And there
was war between Abijam and Jeroboam. 8 Then Abijam went to rest with his fathers,
and they put him into the earth in the town of David: and Asa his son became king in
his place. 9 In the twentieth year that Jeroboam was king of Israel, Asa became king
over Judah. 10Andhewas king for forty-one years in Jerusalem; hismother's namewas
Maacah, the daughter of Abishalom. 11Asa didwhatwas right in the eyes of the Lord, as
David his father did. 12 Those used for sex purposes in the worship of the gods he sent
out of the country, and he took away all the images which his fathers hadmade. 13And
hewouldnot letMaacahhismotherbequeen, because shehadmadeadisgusting image
for Asherah; and Asa had the image cut down and burned by the stream Kidron. 14The
highplaces, however,werenot takenaway: but still theheart ofAsawas true to theLord
all his life. 15He took into the house of the Lord all the thingswhich his father hadmade
holy, and those which he himself had made holy, silver and gold and vessels. 16Now
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there was war between Asa and Baasha, king of Israel, all their days. 17 And Baasha,
king of Israel, went up against Judah, building Ramah, so that no onewas able to go out
or in to Asa, king of Judah. 18ThenAsa took all the silver and goldwhichwas still stored
in the Lord's house, and in the king's house, and sent them, in the care of his servants, to
Ben-hadad, son of Tabrimmon, son of Rezon, king of Aram, at Damascus, saying, 19Let
there be an agreement between me and you as there was between my father and your
father: see, I have sent you an offering of silver and gold; go and put an end to your
agreement with Baasha, king of Israel, so that he may give up attacking me. 20 So Ben-
hadad did as King Asa said, and sent the captains of his armies against the towns of
Israel, attacking Ijon and Dan and Abel-beth-maacah, and all Chinneroth as far as all
the land of Naphtali. 21And Baasha, hearing of it, put a stop to the building of Ramah,
and was living in Tirzah. 22 Then King Asa got all Judah together, making every man
come; and they took away the stones and the wood with which Baasha was building
Ramah, and King Asamade use of them for building Geba in the land of Benjamin, and
Mizpah. 23Now the rest of the acts of Asa, andhis power, and all he did, and the towns of
which hewas the builder, are they not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of
Judah? But when he was old he had a disease of the feet. 24 So Asa went to rest with his
fathers andwas put into the earth in the town of David his father: and Jehoshaphat his
son became king in his place. 25Nadab, the son of Jeroboam, became king over Israel
in the second year that Asa was king of Judah; and he was king of Israel for two years.
26 He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, copying the evil ways of his father, and the sin
which he did and made Israel do. 27 And Baasha, the son of Ahijah, of the family of
Issachar, made a secret design against him, attacking him at Gibbethon, a town of the
Philistines; for Nadab and the armies of Israel were making war on Gibbethon. 28 In
the third year of the rule of Asa, king of Judah, Baasha put him to death, and became
king in his place. 29And straight away when he became king, he sent destruction on all
the offspring of Jeroboam; therewas not one living person of all the family of Jeroboam
whom he did not put to death, so the word of the Lord, which he said by his servant
Ahijah the Shilonite, came about; 30Because of the sins which Jeroboam did and made
Israel do, moving the Lord, the God of Israel, to wrath. 31 Now the rest of the acts of
Nadab, and all he did, are they not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of
Israel? 32And therewaswar betweenAsa and Baasha, king of Israel, all their days. 33 In
the third year of the rule of Asa, king of Judah, Baasha, the son of Ahijah, became king
over all Israel in Tirzah, andwas king for twenty-four years. 34He did evil in the eyes of
the Lord, copying the evil ways of Jeroboam and the sin which hemade Israel do.

16
1 And the word of the Lord came to Jehu, son of Hanani, protesting against Baasha

and saying, 2Because I took you up out of the dust, andmade you ruler over my people
Israel; and you have gone in the ways of Jeroboam, and made my people Israel do evil,
moving me to wrath by their sins; 3 Truly, I will see that Baasha and all his family are
completely brushed away; I will make your family like the family of Jeroboam, the son
of Nebat. 4Anyone of the family of Baashawho comes to death in the town,will become
food for the dogs; and he towhomdeath comes in the open country, will be food for the
birds of the air. 5Now the rest of the acts of Baasha, andwhat he did, and his power, are
they not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Israel? 6And Baashawent to
restwith his fathers, andwas put into the earth at Tirzah; and Elah his son became king
in his place. 7And the Lord sent his word against Baasha and his family by the mouth
of the prophet Jehu, the son of Hanani, because of all the evil he did in the eyes of the
Lord, moving him to wrath by the work of his hands, because he was like the family of
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Jeroboam, and because he put it to death. 8 In the twenty-sixth year that Asawas king of
Judah, Elah, the son of Baasha, became king of Israel in Tirzah, and hewas king for two
years. 9 And his servant Zimri, captain of half his war-carriages, made secret designs
against him: now he was in Tirzah, drinking hard in the house of Arza, controller of
the king's house in Tirzah. 10 And Zimri went in and made an attack on him and put
him to death, in the twenty-seventh year that Asa was king of Judah, andmade himself
king in his place. 11And straight away when he became king and took his place on the
seat of the kingdom, he put to death all the family of Baasha: not one male child of his
relations or his friends kept his life. 12 So Zimri put to death all the family of Baasha, so
that the word which the Lord said against him by the mouth of Jehu the prophet came
about; 13Because of all the sins of Baasha, and the sins of Elah his son, which they did
and made Israel do, moving the Lord, the God of Israel, to wrath by their foolish acts.
14Now the rest of the acts of Elah, and all he did, are they not recorded in the book of
the history of the kings of Israel? 15 In the twenty-seventh year of Asa, king of Judah,
Zimri was king for seven days in Tirzah. Now the people were attacking Gibbethon in
the land of the Philistines. 16And news came to the people in the tents that Zimri had
made a secret design and had put the king to death: so all IsraelmadeOmri, the captain
of the army, king that day in the tents. 17 Then Omri went up from Gibbethon, with all
the army of Israel, and they made an attack on Tirzah, shutting in the town on every
side. 18AndwhenZimri saw that the townwas taken, hewent into the inner roomof the
king's house, and burning the house over his head, came to his end, 19Because of his sin
in doing evil in the eyes of the Lord, in going in thewayof Jeroboamand inhis sinwhich
he made Israel do. 20Now the rest of the acts of Zimri, and the secret design he made,
are they not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Israel? 21 Then there
was a division among the people of Israel; half the peoplewere formaking Tibni, son of
Ginath, king, and half were supporting Omri. 22But the supporters of Omri overcame
those who were on the side of Tibni, the son of Ginath; and death came to Tibni and to
his brother Joram at that time: and Omri became king in the place of Tibni. 23 In the
thirty-first year of Asa, king of Judah, Omri became king over Israel, and he was king
for twelve years; for six years he was ruling in Tirzah. 24He got the hill Samaria from
Shemer for theprice of two talents of silver, andhemadea town there, building it on the
hill and naming it Samaria, after Shemer the owner of the hill. 25And Omri did evil in
the eyes of the Lord, evenworse than all those before him, 26Copying all the evilways of
Jeroboam, the son ofNebat, and all the sins he did andmade Israel do,moving the Lord,
the God of Israel, to wrath by their foolish ways. 27Now the rest of the acts which Omri
did, and his great power, are they not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of
Israel? 28 So Omri went to rest with his fathers, and was put into the earth in Samaria;
andAhabhis son became king in his place. 29 In the thirty-eighth year that Asawas king
of Judah, Ahab, the son ofOmri, becameking over Israel; andAhabwas king in Samaria
for twenty-two years. 30AndAhab, the son of Omri, did evil in the eyes of the Lord, even
worse than all whowent before him. 31And as if copying the evil ways of Jeroboam, the
son of Nebat, was a small thing for him, he took as hiswife Jezebel, daughter of Ethbaal,
king of Zidon, and became a servant and worshipper of Baal. 32And he put up an altar
forBaal in thehouseofBaalwhichhehadmade inSamaria. 33AndAhabmadean image
of Asherah and did more than all the kings of Israel before him to make the Lord, the
God of Israel, angry. 34 In his days Hiel made Jericho; he put its base in position at the
price of Abiram, his oldest son, and he put its doors in place at the price of his youngest
son Segub; even as the Lord had said by Joshua, the son of Nun.
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17
1And Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, By the living Lord, the God

of Israel, whose servant I am, therewill be no dew or rain in these years, but only atmy
word. 2Then thewordof theLord came tohim, saying, 3Go fromhere in thedirection of
the east, and keep yourself in a secret place by the stream Cherith, east of Jordan. 4The
water of the streamwill be your drink, and by my orders the ravens will give you food
there. 5So hewent and did as the Lord said, living by the streamCherith, east of Jordan.
6And the ravens took himbread in themorning andmeat in the evening; and thewater
of the stream was his drink. 7Now after a time the stream became dry, because there
was no rain in the land. 8Then theword of the Lord came to him, saying, 9Up! go now to
Zarephath, in Zidon, and make your living-place there; I have given orders to a widow
woman there to see that you have food. 10 So he got up and went to Zarephath; and
when he came to the door of the town, he saw a widowwoman getting sticks together;
and crying out to her he said, Will you give me a little water in a vessel for my drink?
11Andwhen shewas going to get it, he said to her, And getmewith it a small bit of bread.
12Then she said, By the life of the Lord your God, I have nothing but a little meal in my
store, and a drop of oil in the bottle; and now I am getting two sticks together so that I
may go in andmake it ready forme andmy son, so that wemay have ameal before our
death. 13And Elijah said to her, Have no fear; go and do as you have said, but first make
me a little cake of it and come and give it to me, and then make something for yourself
and your son. 14 For this is the word of the Lord, the God of Israel: The store of meal
will not come to an end, and the bottle will never be without oil, till the day when the
Lord sends rain on the earth. 15 So she went and did as Elijah said; and she and he and
her family had food for a long time. 16 The store of meal did not come to an end, and
the bottle was never without oil, as the Lord had said by the mouth of Elijah. 17Now
after this, the son of the woman of the house became ill, so ill that there was no breath
in him. 18And she said to Elijah, What have I to do with you, O man of God? have you
come to put God in mind of my sin, and to put my son to death? 19And he said to her,
Give your son tome. And lifting himout of her arms, he tookhimup to his roomandput
him down on his bed. 20And crying to the Lord he said, O Lord my God, have you sent
evil even on the widowwhose guest I am, by causing her son's death? 21And stretching
herself out on the child three times, he made his prayer to the Lord, saying, O Lord my
God, be pleased to let this child's life come back to him again. 22And the Lord gave ear
to the voice of Elijah, and the child's spirit came into him again, and he came back to
life. 23And Elijah took the child down from his room into the house and gave him to his
mother and said to her, See, your son is living. 24Then the woman said to Elijah, Now I
am certain that you are a man of God, and that the word of the Lord in your mouth is
true.

18
1Now after a long time, the word of the Lord came to Elijah, in the third year, saying,

Go and let Ahab see you, so that Imay send rain on the earth. 2So Elijahwent to let Ahab
see him. Now therewas no food to be had in Samaria. 3And Ahab sent for Obadiah, the
controllerof theking'shouse. (NowObadiahhad the fearof theLordbeforehimgreatly;
4For when Jezebel was cutting off the prophets of the Lord, Obadiah took a hundred of
them, and kept them secretly in a hole in the rock, fifty at a time, and gave them bread
and water.) 5And Ahab said to Obadiah, Come, let us go through all the country, to all
the fountains of water and all the rivers, and see if there is any grass to be had for the
horses and the transport beasts, so that wemay be able to keep some of the beasts from
destruction. 6 So they went through all the country, covering it between them; Ahab
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went in one direction by himself, and Obadiahwent in another by himself. 7Andwhile
Obadiah was on his way, he came face to face with Elijah; and seeing who it was, he
went down on his face and said, Is it you, my lord Elijah? 8And Elijah in answer said, It
is I; now go and say to your lord, Elijah is here. 9And he said,What sin have I done, that
you would give up your servant into the hand of Ahab, and be the cause of my death?
10By the life of the Lord your God, there is not a nation or kingdomwhere my lord has
not sent in search of you; and when they said, He is not here; he made them take an
oath that they had not seen you. 11And now you say, Go, say to your lord, Elijah is here.
12 And straight away, when I have gone from you, the spirit of the Lord will take you
away, I have no idea where, so that when I come and give word to Ahab, and he sees
you not, he will put me to death: though I, your servant, have been a worshipper of the
Lord from my earliest years. 13Has my lord not had word of what I did when Jezebel
was putting the Lord's prophets to death? how I kept a hundred of them in a secret hole
in the rock, fifty at a time, and gave them bread and water? 14 And now you say, Go
and say to your Lord, Elijah is here; and he will put me to death. 15And Elijah said, By
the life of the Lord of armies, whose servant I am, I will certainly let him see me today.
16So Obadiahwent to Ahab and gave him the news; and Ahabwent to see Elijah. 17And
when he saw Elijah, Ahab said to him, Is it you, you troubler of Israel? 18 Then he said
in answer, I have not been troubling Israel, but you and your family; because, turning
away from the orders of the Lord, you have gone after the Baals. 19Now send, and get
Israel together beforeme atMount Carmel, with the four hundred and fifty prophets of
Baal who get their food at Jezebel's table. 20 So Ahab sent for all the children of Israel,
andgot theprophets together atMountCarmel. 21AndElijah camenear to all thepeople
and said, How long will you go on balancing between two opinions? if the Lord is God,
then give worship to him; but if Baal, give worship to him. And the people said not a
word in answer. 22 Then Elijah said to the people, I, even I, am the only living prophet
of the Lord; but Baal's prophets are four hundred and fifty men. 23Now, let them give
us two oxen; and let them take one for themselves, and have it cut up, and put it on the
wood, but put no fire under it; I will get the other ox ready, and put it on the wood, and
put no fire under it. 24And do you make prayers to your god, and I will make a prayer
to the Lord: and it will be clear that the one who gives an answer by fire is God. And
all the people in answer said, It is well said. 25Then Elijah said to the prophets of Baal,
Take one ox for yourselves and get it ready first, for there are more of you; and make
your prayers to your god, but put no fire under. 26 So they took the ox which was given
them, andmade it ready, crying out to Baal frommorning till themiddle of the day, and
saying, O Baal, give ear to us. But there was no voice and no answer. And they were
jumping up and down before the altar they had made. 27And in the middle of the day,
Elijah made sport of them, saying, Give louder cries, for he is a god; he may be deep in
thought, or he may have gone away for some purpose, or he may be on a journey, or
by chance he is sleeping and has to be made awake. 28 So they gave loud cries, cutting
themselveswith knives and swords, aswas their way, till the blood came streaming out
all over them. 29And from themiddle of the day theywent onwith their prayers till the
time of the offering; but there was no voice, or any answer, or any who gave attention
to them. 30Then Elijah said to all the people, Come near to me; and all the people came
near. And he put up again the altar of the Lord which had been broken down. 31And
Elijah took twelve stones, the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the
Lord had said, Israel will be your name: 32And with the stones he made an altar to the
name of the Lord; and he made a deep drain all round the altar, great enough to take
twomeasures of seed. 33And he put the wood in order, and, cutting up the ox, put it on
the wood. Then he said, Get four vessels full of water and put it on the burned offering
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and on the wood. And he said, Do it a second time, and they did it a second time; 34And
he said, Do it a third time, and they did it a third time. 35And the water went all round
the altar, till the drain was full. 36 Then at the time of the offering, Elijah the prophet
came near and said, O Lord, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Israel, let it be seen
this day that you are God in Israel, and that I am your servant, and that I have done all
these things by your order. 37 Give me an answer, O Lord, give me an answer, so that
this people may see that you are God, and that you have made their hearts come back
again. 38 Then the fire of the Lord came down, burning up the offering and the wood
and the stones and the dust, and drinking up the water in the drain. 39And when the
people saw it, they all went down on their faces, and said, The Lord, he is God, the Lord,
he is God. 40And Elijah said to them, Take the prophets of Baal, let not one of them get
away. So they took them, and Elijah made them go down to the stream Kishon, and put
them to death there. 41 Then Elijah said to Ahab, Up! take food and drink, for there is
a sound of much rain. 42 So Ahab went up to have food and drink, while Elijah went
up to the top of Carmel; and he went down on the earth, putting his face between his
knees. 43And he said to his servant, Go now, and take a look in the direction of the sea.
And he went up, and after looking said, There is nothing. And he said, Go again seven
times; andhewent seven times. 44And the seventh timehe said, I see a cloud coming up
out of the sea, as small as a man's hand. Then he said, Go up and say to Ahab, Get your
carriage readyandgodownor the rainwill keepyouback. 45Andafter a very little time,
the heaven became black with clouds and wind, and there was a great rain. And Ahab
went in his carriage to Jezreel. 46And the hand of the Lord was on Elijah; and he made
himself strong, and went running before Ahab till they came to Jezreel.

19
1Ahab gave Jezebel news of all Elijah had done, and how he had put all the prophets

to death with the sword. 2 Then Jezebel sent a servant to Elijah, saying, May the gods'
punishment be onme if I do notmake your life like the life of one of them by tomorrow
about this time. 3Andhe got up, fearing for his life, andwent inflight, and came toBeer-
sheba in Judah, parting there from his servant; 4While he himself went a day's journey
into the waste land, and took a seat under a broom-plant, desiring for himself only
death; for he said, It is enough: now, O Lord, take away my life, for I am no better than
my fathers. 5 And stretching himself on the earth, he went to sleep under the broom-
plant; but an angel, touchinghim, said to him, Get up andhave some food. 6And looking
up, he sawby his head a cake cooked on the stones and a bottle ofwater. So he took food
anddrinkandwent to sleepagain. 7And theangel of theLord cameagaina second time,
and touching him said, Get up and have some food, or the journeywill be overmuch for
your strength. 8 So he got up and took food and drink, and in the strength of that food
he went on for forty days and nights, to Horeb, the mountain of God. 9 And there he
went into a hole in the rock for the night; then theword of the Lord came to him, saying,
What are you doing here, Elijah? 10 And he said, I have been burning for the honour
of the Lord, the God of armies; for the children of Israel have not kept your agreement;
they have made destruction of your altars, and have put your prophets to death with
the sword: till I, even I, am the only one living; and now they are attempting to take
away my life. 11 Then he said, Go out and take your place on the mountain before the
Lord. Then the Lord went by, and mountains were parted by the force of a great wind,
and rockswere broken before the Lord; but the Lordwas not in thewind. And after the
wind therewas an earth-shock, but the Lordwas not in the earth-shock. 12Andafter the
earth-shock a fire, but the Lordwas not in the fire. And after the fire, the sound of a soft
breath. 13And Elijah, hearing it, went out, covering his face with his robe, and took his
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place in the opening of the hole. And there a voice came to him saying, What are you
doing here, Elijah? 14And he said, I have been burning for the honour of the Lord, the
God of armies; for the children of Israel have not kept your agreement; they have had
your altars broken down, and have put your prophets to death with the sword: till I,
even I, am the only one living; and now they are attempting to take awaymy life. 15And
the Lord said to him, Go back on your way through the waste land to Damascus; and
when you come there, put the holy oil on Hazael to make him king over Aram; 16And
on Jehu, son of Nimshi, making him king over Israel; and on Elisha, the son of Shaphat
of Abel-meholah, to be prophet in your place. 17 And it will come about that the man
who gets away safe from the sword of Hazael, Jehu will put to death; and whoever gets
away safe from the sword of Jehu, Elisha will put to death. 18But I will keep safe seven
thousand in Israel, all thosewhose knees havenot beenbent to Baal, andwhosemouths
have givenhimnokisses. 19Sohewent away from there and cameacross Elisha, the son
of Shaphat, ploughing with twelve yoke of oxen, he himself walking with the twelfth;
and Elijah went up to him and put his robe on him. 20 And letting the oxen be where
they were, he came running after Elijah, and said, Only let me give a kiss to my father
andmother, and then I will come after you. But he said to him, Go back again; for what
have I done to you? 21And he went back, and took the oxen and put them to death, and
cooking their flesh with the yokes of the oxen, he gave the people a feast. Then he got
up andwent after Elijah and became his servant.

20
1Now Ben-hadad, king of Aram, got all his army together, and thirty-two kings with

him, andhorses and carriages ofwar; hewent up andmadewar on Samaria, shutting it
in. 2And he sent representatives into the town to Ahab, king of Israel; 3And they said to
him, Ben-hadad says, Your silver and your gold are mine; and your wives and children
are mine. 4And the king of Israel sent him an answer saying, As you say, my lord king,
I am yours with all I have. 5Then the representatives came back again, and said, These
are the words of Ben-hadad: I sent to you saying, Give up to me your silver and your
gold, yourwives andyour children; 6But Iwill sendmy servants to you tomorrowabout
this time, to make a search through your house and the houses of your people, and
everything which is pleasing in your eyes they will take away in their hands. 7 Then
the king of Israel sent for all the responsible men of the land, and said, Now will you
take note and see the evil purpose of this man: he sent for my wives and my children,
my silver andmy gold, and I did not keep them back. 8And all the responsiblemen and
the people said to him, Do not give attention to him or do what he says. 9 So he said to
the representatives of Ben-hadad, Say to my lord the king, All the orders you sent the
first time I will do; but this thing I may not do. And the representatives went back with
this answer. 10 Then Ben-hadad sent to him, saying, May the gods' punishment be on
me if there is enough of the dust of Samaria for all the people at my feet to take some
in their hands. 11 And the king of Israel said in answer, Say to him, The time for loud
talk is not when a man is putting on his arms, but when he is taking them off. 12Now
when this answer was given to Ben-hadad, he was drinking with the kings in the tents,
and he said to his men, Take up your positions. So they put themselves in position for
attacking the town. 13 Then a prophet came up to Ahab, king of Israel, and said, The
Lord says, Have you seen all this great army? See, I will give it into your hands today,
and you will see that I am the Lord. 14 And Ahab said, By whom? And he said, The
Lord says, By the servants of the chiefs who are over the divisions of the land. Then
he said, By whom is the fighting to be started? And hemade answer, By you. 15Then he
got together the servants of all the chiefs who were over the divisions of the land, two
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hundred and thirty-two of them; and after them, he got together all the people, all the
children of Israel, seven thousand. 16And in the middle of the day they went out. But
Ben-hadad was drinking in the tents with the thirty-two kings who were helping him.
17And the servants of the chiefs who were over the divisions of the land went forward
first; and when Ben-hadad sent out, they gave him the news, saying, Men have come
out from Samaria. 18And he said, If they have come out for peace, take them living, and
if they have come out for war, take them living. 19 So the servants of the chiefs of the
divisions of the land went out of the town, with the army coming after them. 20 And
every one of them put his man to death, and the Aramaeans went in flight with Israel
after them; andBen-hadad, king ofAram, got away safely onahorsewithhis horsemen.
21And the king of Israel went out and took the horses and the war-carriages, andmade
great destruction among the Aramaeans. 22 Then the prophet came up to the king of
Israel, and said to him, Nowmake yourself strong, and take care what you do, or a year
from now the king of Aram will come up against you again. 23Then the king of Aram's
servants said to him, Their god is a god of the hills; that is why they were stronger than
we: but if we make an attack on them in the lowlands, we will certainly be stronger
than they. 24This is what you have to do: take away the kings from their positions, and
put captains in their places; 25And get together another army like the one which came
to destruction, horse for horse, and carriage for carriage; and let us make war on them
in the lowlands, and certainly we will be stronger than they. And he gave ear to what
they said, and did so. 26 So, a year later, Ben-hadad got the Aramaeans together and
went up to Aphek to make war on Israel. 27 And the children of Israel got themselves
together, and foodwasmade readyand theywent against them; the tents of the children
of Israel were like two little flocks of goats before them, but all the country was full of
the Aramaeans. 28And a man of God came up and said to the king of Israel, The Lord
says, Because the Aramaeans have said, The Lord is a god of the hills and not of the
valleys; I will give all this great army into your hands, and you will see that I am the
Lord. 29Now the twoarmies kept their positions facing one another for sevendays. And
on the seventh day the fight was started; and the children of Israel put to the sword a
hundred thousandAramaean footmen inoneday. 30But the restwent inflight toAphek,
into the town, where a wall came down on the twenty-seven thousand who were still
living. And Ben-hadad went in flight into the town, into an inner room. 31 Then his
servants said to him, It is said that the kings of Israel are full of mercy: let us then put
on haircloth, and cords on our heads, and go to the king of Israel; it may be that he will
give you your life. 32So they put on haircloth, and cords on their heads, and came to the
king of Israel and said, Your servant Ben-hadad says, Let me now keep my life. And he
said, Is he still living? he is my brother. 33Now the men took it as a sign, and quickly
took up his words; and they said, Ben-hadad is your brother. Then he said, Go and get
him. So Ben-hadad came out to him and he made him get up into his carriage. 34And
Ben-hadad said to him, The townsmy father took from your father I will give back; and
youmaymake streets for yourself in Damascus asmy father did in Samaria. And as for
me, at the price of this agreement youwill letme go. So hemade anagreementwith him
and let him go. 35And a certainman of the sons of the prophets said to his neighbour by
the word of the Lord, Giveme awound. But themanwould not. 36Then he said to him,
Because you have not given ear to the voice of the Lord, straight away when you have
gone fromme a lion will put you to death. And when he had gone, straight away a lion
came rushing at him and put him to death. 37 Then he came across another man, and
said, Giveme awound. And theman gave him a blowwounding him. 38So the prophet
went away, and pulling his head-band over his eyes to keep his face covered, took his
place by the road waiting for the king. 39And when the king went by, crying out to him
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he said, Your servant went out into the fight; and a man came out to me with another
man and said, Keep thisman: if by any chance he gets away, your lifewill be the price of
his life, or you will have to give a talent of silver in payment. 40But while your servant
was turning this way and that, he was gone. Then the king of Israel said to him, You are
responsible; you have given the decision against yourself. 41 Then he quickly took the
head-band from his eyes; and the king of Israel saw that he was one of the prophets.
42And he said to him, These are the words of the Lord: Because you have let go from
your hands themanwhom I had put to the curse, your life will be taken for his life, and
your people for his people. 43Then the king of Israel went back to his house, bitter and
angry, and came to Samaria.

21
1NowNaboth the Jezreelite had a vine-garden in Jezreel, near thehouse ofAhab, king

of Samaria. 2And Ahab said to Naboth, Give me your vine-garden so that I may have it
for a garden of sweet plants, for it is near my house; and let me give you a better vine-
garden in exchange, or, if it seems good to you, let me give you its value inmoney. 3But
Naboth said toAhab, By theLord, farbe it frommetogiveyou theheritageofmy fathers.
4 So Ahab came into his house bitter and angry because Naboth the Jezreelite had said
to him, I will not give you the heritage of my fathers. And stretching himself on the bed
with his face turned away, he would take no food. 5 But Jezebel, his wife, came to him
and said, Why is your spirit so bitter that you have no desire for food? 6And he said to
her, Because I was talking to Naboth the Jezreelite, and I said to him, Let me have your
vine-garden for a price, or, if it is pleasing to you, Iwill give you another vine-garden for
it: and he said, I will not give youmy vine-garden. 7Then Jezebel, hiswife, said, Are you
now the ruler of Israel? Get up, take food, and let your heart be glad; I will give you the
vine-gardenofNaboth the Jezreelite. 8So she sent a letter inAhab's name, stampedwith
his stamp, to the responsible men and the chiefs who were in authority with Naboth.
9And in the letter she said, Let a time of public sorrow be fixed, and put Naboth at the
head of the people; 10 And get two good-for-nothing persons to come before him and
give witness that he has been cursing God and the king. Then take him out and have
him stoned to death. 11 So the responsible men and the chiefs whowere in authority in
his town, did as Jezebel had said in the letter she sent them. 12 They gave orders for a
day of public sorrow, and put Naboth at the head of the people. 13 And the two good-
for-nothing persons came in and took their seats before him and gave witness against
Naboth, in front of the people, saying, Naboth has been cursing God and the king. Then
they took him outside the town and had him stoned to death. 14 And they sent word
to Jezebel, saying, Naboth has been stoned and is dead. 15 Then Jezebel, hearing that
Naboth had been stoned and was dead, said to Ahab, Get up and take as your heritage
the vine-garden of Naboth the Jezreelite, which he would not give you for money, for
Naboth is no longer living but is dead. 16 So Ahab, hearing that Naboth was dead, went
down to the vine-garden of Naboth the Jezreelite to take it as his heritage. 17 And the
word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 18Go down to Ahab, king of Israel,
in Samaria; see, he is in the vine-garden of Naboth the Jezreelite, where he has gone to
take it as his heritage. 19 Say to him, The Lord says, Have you put a man to death and
taken his heritage? Then say to him, The Lord says, In the place where dogs have been
drinking the blood of Naboth, there will your blood become the drink of dogs. 20And
Ahab said to Elijah, Have you come face to facewithme, Omyhater? Andhe said, I have
come to you because youhave given yourself up to do evil in the eyes of the Lord. 21See,
I will send evil on you and put an end to you completely, cutting off from Ahab every
male child, himwho is shut up and himwho goes free in Israel; 22And I will make your
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family like the family of Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, and like the family of Baasha, the
son of Ahijah, because you havemademe angry, and havemade Israel do evil. 23And of
Jezebel the Lord said, Jezebelwill become food for dogs in the heritage of Jezreel. 24Any
man of the family of Ahabwho comes to his death in the townwill become food for the
dogs; and he who comes to his death in the open country will be food for the birds of
the air. 25 (There was no one like Ahab, who gave himself up to do evil in the eyes of the
Lord,moved to it by Jezebel hiswife. 26Hedid averydisgusting thing in going after false
gods, doing all the things the Amorites did, whom the Lord sent out before the children
of Israel.) 27Hearing these words, Ahab, in great grief, put haircloth on his flesh and
went without food, sleeping in haircloth, and going about quietly. 28 Then the word of
the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 29Do you see how Ahab has made himself
low before me? because he has made himself low before me, I will not send the evil in
his life-time, but in his son's time I will send the evil on his family.

22
1Now for three years therewas nowar betweenAramand Israel. 2And it came about

in the third year, that Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, came down to the king of Israel. 3And
the king of Israel said to his servants, Do you not see that Ramoth-gilead is ours? and
we are doing nothing to get it back from the hands of the king of Aram. 4And he said
to Jehoshaphat, Will you go with me to Ramoth-gilead to make war? And Jehoshaphat
said to the king of Israel, I am as you are: my people as your people, my horses as your
horses. 5Then Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, Let us now get directions from the
Lord. 6 So the king of Israel got all the prophets together, about four hundredmen, and
said to them, Am I to go to Ramoth-gilead tomakewar or not? And they said, Go up: for
the Lord will give it into the hands of the king. 7But Jehoshaphat said, Is there no other
prophet of theLordhere fromwhomwemayget directions? 8And thekingof Israel said
to Jehoshaphat, There is still one man by whom we may get directions from the Lord,
Micaiah, sonof Imlah; but I haveno love forhim, forhe is a prophet of evil tomeandnot
of good. And Jehoshaphat said, Let not the king say so. 9Then the king of Israel sent for
one of his unsexed servants and said, Go quickly and come back with Micaiah, the son
of Imlah. 10Now the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat, the king of Judah, were seated on
their seats of authority, dressed in their robes, by the doorway into Samaria; and all the
prophets were acting as prophets before them. 11And Zedekiah, the son of Chenaanah,
made himself horns of iron and said, The Lord says, Pushing back the Aramaeans with
these, you will put an end to them completely. 12 And all the prophets said the same
thing, saying, Go up to Ramoth-gilead, and it will go well for you, for the Lord will give
it into the hands of the king. 13Now the servant who had gone to get Micaiah said to
him, See now, all the prophets with one voice are saying good things to the king; so let
your words be like theirs and say good things. 14And Micaiah said, By the living Lord,
whatever the Lord says to me I will say. 15When he came to the king, the king said to
him,Micaiah, arewe to go to Ramoth-gilead tomakewar or not? And in answer he said,
Go up, and it will go well for you; and the Lord will give it into the hands of the king.
16 Then the king said to him, Have I not, again and again, put you on your oath to say
nothing to me but what is true in the name of the Lord? 17Then he said, I saw all Israel
wanderingon themountains like sheepwithout akeeper; and theLord said, Thesehave
no master: let them go back, every man to his house in peace. 18And the king of Israel
said to Jehoshaphat, Did I not say that he would not be a prophet of good but of evil?
19And he said, Give ear now to the word of the Lord: I saw the Lord seated on his seat
of power, with all the army of heaven in their places round him at his right hand and at
his left. 20And the Lord said, Howmay Ahab be tricked into going up to Ramoth-gilead
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to his death? And one said one thing and one another. 21 Then a spirit came forward
and took his place before the Lord and said, I will get him to do it by a trick. 22And the
Lord said, How? And he said, I will go out and be a spirit of deceit in themouth of all his
prophets. And he said, Your trick will have its effect on him: go out and do so. 23And
now, see, the Lord has put a spirit of deceit in themouth of all these your prophets; and
the Lord has said evil against you. 24Then Zedekiah, the son of Chenaanah, came near
and gave Micaiah a blow on the side of the face, saying, Where is the spirit of the Lord
whose word is in you? 25 And Micaiah said, Truly, you will see on that day when you
go into an inner room to keep yourself safe. 26And the king of Israel said, TakeMicaiah
and send him back to Amon, the ruler of the town, and to Joash, the king's son; 27And
say, It is the king's order that this man is to be put in prison and given prison food till
I come again in peace. 28And Micaiah said, If you come back at all in peace, the Lord
has not sent his word byme. 29So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat, the king of Judah,
went up to Ramoth-gilead. 30And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, I will make a
change in my clothing, so that I do not seem to be the king, and will go into the fight;
but do you put on your robes. So the king of Israel made a change in his dress andwent
into the fight. 31Now the king of Aramhad given orders to the thirty-two captains of his
war-carriages, saying, Make no attack on small or great, but only on the king of Israel.
32 So when the captains of the war-carriages saw Jehoshaphat, they said, Truly, this is
the king of Israel; and turning against him, they came round him, but Jehoshaphat gave
a cry. 33 And when the captains of the war-carriages saw that he was not the king of
Israel, they went back from going after him. 34And a certain man sent an arrow from
his bowwithout thought of its direction, and gave the king of Israel a woundwhere his
breastplate was joined to his clothing; so he said to the driver of his war-carriage, Go
to one side and take me away out of the army, for I am badly wounded. 35But the fight
became more violent while the day went on; and the king was supported in his war-
carriage facing theAramaeans, and thefloor of the carriagewas coveredwith the blood
fromhiswound, andbyeveninghewasdead. 36Andabout sundownacrywentup from
all parts of the army, saying, Let every man go back to his town and his country, for the
king is dead. 37And they came to Samaria, and put the king's body to rest in Samaria.
38 And the war-carriage was washed by the pool of Samaria, which was the bathing-
place of the loose women, and the dogs were drinking his blood there, as the Lord had
said. 39Now the rest of the acts of Ahab, and all he did, and his ivory house, and all the
townsofwhichhewas thebuilder, are theynot recorded in thebookof thehistory of the
kings of Israel? 40So Ahabwas put to rest with his fathers; and Ahaziah his son became
king in his place. 41 And Jehoshaphat, the son of Asa, became king over Judah in the
fourth year of Ahab's rule over Israel. 42 Jehoshaphat was thirty-five years old when he
became king, and he was king for twenty-five years in Jerusalem. His mother's name
was Azubah, the daughter of Shilhi. 43He did as Asa his father had done, not turning
away from it, but doingwhat was right in the eyes of the Lord; but the high places were
not taken away: the people went on making offerings and burning them in the high
places. 44 And Jehoshaphat made peace with the king of Israel. 45Now the rest of the
acts of Jehoshaphat, andhis great power, andhowhewent towar, are theynot recorded
in the book of the history of the kings of Judah? 46He put an end to the rest of thosewho
were used for sex purposes in the worship of the gods, all those who were still in the
land in the time of his father Asa. 47At that time there was no king in Edom; 48And the
representative of King Jehoshaphat made a Tarshish-ship to go to Ophir for gold, but
it did not go, because it was broken at Ezion-geber. 49 Then Ahaziah, the son of Ahab,
said to Jehoshaphat, Letmymen gowith yours in the ships. But Jehoshaphat would not
let them. 50 Then Jehoshaphat went to rest with his fathers, and his body was put into
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the earth in the town of David his father; and Jehoramhis son became king in his place.
51Ahaziah, the son of Ahab, became king over Israel in Samaria in the seventeenth year
of the rule of Jehoshaphat, the king of Judah, and he was king over Israel for two years.
52He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, going in theways of his father and hismother, and
in the ways of Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, whomade Israel do evil. 53Hewas a servant
and worshipper of Baal, moving the Lord, the God of Israel, to wrath, as his father had
done.
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The Second Book of Kings
1After the death of Ahab, Moab made itself free from the authority of Israel. 2Now

Ahaziah had a fall from the window of his room in Samaria, and was ill. And he
sent men, and said to them, Put a question to Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron, about the
outcome of my disease, to see if I will get well or not. 3 But the angel of the Lord said
to Elijah the Tishbite, Go now, and, meeting the men sent by the king of Samaria, say
to them, Is it because there is no God in Israel, that you are going to get directions from
Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron? 4Give ear then to the words of the Lord: You will never
again get down from the bed on to which you have gone up, but death will certainly
come to you. Then Elijah went away. 5And the men he had sent came back to the king;
and he said to them, Why have you come back? 6And they said to him, On our way we
had a meeting with a man who said, Go back to the king who sent you and say to him,
The Lord says, Is it because there is no God in Israel that you send to put a question to
Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron? For this reason, you will not come down from the bed
on to which you have gone up, but death will certainly come to you. 7 And he said to
them,What sort of amanwas it who came and said thesewords to you? 8And they said
in answer, He was a man clothed in a coat of hair, with a leather band about his body.
Then he said, It is Elijah the Tishbite. 9Then the king sent to him a captain of fifty with
his fifty men; and he went up to him where he was seated on the top of a hill, and said
to him, O man of God, the king has said, Come down. 10 And Elijah in answer said to
the captain of fifty, If I am aman of God, may fire come down from heaven on you and
on your fifty men, and put an end to you. Then fire came down from heaven and put
an end to him and his fifty men. 11 Then the king sent another captain of fifty with his
fiftymen; and he said to Elijah, Oman of God, the king says, Come down quickly. 12And
Elijah inanswer said, If I amamanofGod,mayfire comedown fromheavenonyouand
on your fifty men, and put an end to you. And the fire of God came down from heaven,
and put an end to him and his fifty men. 13Then he sent a third captain of fifty with his
fifty men; and the third captain of fifty went up, and falling on his knees before Elijah,
requesting mercy of him, said, O man of God, let my life and the life of these your fifty
servants be of value to you. 14 For fire came down from heaven and put an end to the
first two captains of fifty and their fifties; but now let my life be of value in your eyes.
15Then the angel of the Lord said to Elijah, Go down with him; have no fear of him. So
he got up and went down with him to the king. 16And he said to him, This is the word
of the Lord: Because you sent men to put a question to Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron,
for this reason you will never again get down from the bed on to which you have gone
up, but death will certainly come to you. 17 So death came to him, as the Lord had said
by themouth of Elijah. And Jehoram became king in his place in the second year of the
rule of Jehoram, son of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah; because he had no son. 18Now the
rest of the acts of Ahaziah, are they not recorded in the book of the history of the kings
of Israel?

2
1 Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a great wind, Elijah

went with Elisha from Gilgal. 2And Elijah said to Elisha, Come no farther for the Lord
has sent me to Beth-el. But Elisha said, As the Lord is living and as your soul is living, I
will not be parted from you. So they went down to Beth-el. 3And at Beth-el the sons of
the prophets came out to Elisha and said, Has it beenmade clear to you that the Lord is
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going to takeawayyourmaster fromoveryou today? Andhesaid, Yes, I haveknowledge
of it: say nomore. 4Then Elijah said to him, Comeno farther, for the Lord has sentme to
Jericho. But he said, As the Lord is living and as your soul is living, I will not be parted
from you. So they went on to Jericho. 5And at Jericho the sons of the prophets came up
to Elisha and said to him, Has it been made clear to you that the Lord is going to take
away your master from over you today? And he said in answer, Yes, I have knowledge
of it: say no more. 6Then Elijah said to him, Come no farther, for the Lord has sent me
to Jordan. But he said, As the Lord is living and as your soul is living, I will not be parted
fromyou. So theywent on together. 7Andfiftymen of the sons of the prophetswent out
and took their places facing thema longway off,while the two of themwere by the edge
of Jordan. 8ThenElijah took offhis robe, and, rolling it up, gave thewater a blowwith it,
and the waters were parted, flowing back this way and that, so that they went over on
dry land. 9Andwhen they had come to the other side, Elijah said to Elisha, Saywhat you
would havemedo for you before I am taken fromyou. And Elisha said, Be pleased to let
a specialmeasure of your spirit be onme. 10Andhe said, Youhavemade ahard request:
still, if you see me when I am taken from you, you will get your desire; but if not, it will
not be so. 11Andwhile theywent on theirway, going on talking together, suddenly there
were carriages and horses of fire separating them fromone another and Elijahwent up
to heaven in a great wind. 12Andwhen Elisha saw it he gave a cry, My father, my father,
the carriages of Israel and its horsemen! And he saw him no longer; and he was full
of grief. 13Then he took up Elijah's robe, which had been dropped from him, and went
back till he came to the edge of Jordan. 14 And he took Elijah's robe, which had been
dropped fromhim, and giving thewater a blowwith it, said,Where is the Lord, the God
of Elijah? and at his blow the waters were parted this way and that; and Elisha went
over. 15 And when the sons of the prophets who were facing him at Jericho saw him,
they said, The spirit of Elijah is resting on Elisha. And they came out to him, and went
down on the earth before him. 16And they said, Your servants have with us here fifty
strong men; be pleased to let them go in search of Elijah; for it may be that the spirit of
the Lord has taken him up and put him down on somemountain or in some valley. But
he said, Do not send them. 17 But when they kept on requesting him, he was shamed
and said, Send, then. So they sent fifty men; but after searching for three days, they
came back without having seen him. 18And they came back to him, while he was still
at Jericho; and he said to them, Did I not say to you, Go not? 19Now themen of the town
said to Elisha, You see that the position of this town is good; but thewater is bad, causing
the young of the cattle to come to birth dead. 20So he said, Getme a new vessel, and put
salt in it; and they took it to him. 21Then hewent out to the spring fromwhich thewater
came, and put salt in it, and said, The Lord says, Now I have made this water sweet; no
longerwill it be death-giving or unfertile. 22And thewaterwasmade sweet again to this
day, as Elisha said. 23Then from there he went up to Beth-el; and on his way, some little
boys came out from the town andmade sport of him, crying, Go up, old no-hair! go up,
old no-hair! 24And turning back, he saw them, and put a curse on them in the name of
the Lord. And two she-bears came out of the wood and put forty-two of the children to
death. 25From there he went to Mount Carmel, and came back from there to Samaria.

3
1And Jehoram, the son of Ahab, became king over Israel in Samaria in the eighteenth

year of the rule of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah; and he was king for twelve years. 2He
did evil in the eyes of the Lord; but not like his father and his mother, for he put away
the stone pillar of Baal which his father hadmade. 3But still he did the same sinswhich
Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, did andmade Israel do; he went on in them. 4NowMesha,
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king of Moab, was a sheep-farmer; and he gave regularly to the king of Israel the wool
from a hundred thousand lambs and a hundred thousand sheep. 5But when Ahabwas
dead, the king of Moab got free from the authority of the king of Israel. 6At that time,
King Jehoramwent out from Samaria and got all Israel together in fighting order. 7And
he sent to Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, saying, The king of Moab has got free from my
authority: will you go with me to make war onMoab? And he said, I will go with you: I
am as you are, my people as your people, and my horses as your horses. 8And he said,
Which way are we to go? And he said in answer, By the waste land of Edom. 9 So the
king of Israel went with the king of Judah and the king of Edom by a roundabout way
for seven days: and there was no water for the army or for the beasts they had with
them. 10 And the king of Israel said, Here is trouble: for the Lord has got these three
kings together to give them into the hands of Moab. 11 But Jehoshaphat said, Is there
no prophet of the Lord here, throughwhomwemay get directions from the Lord? And
one of the king of Israel's men said in answer, Elisha, the son of Shaphat, is here, who
was servant to Elijah. 12And Jehoshaphat said, Theword of the Lord is with him. So the
king of Israel and Jehoshaphat and the king of Edom went down to him. 13 But Elisha
said to the king of Israel, What have I to do with you? go to the prophets of your father
and your mother. And the king of Israel said, No; for the Lord has got these three kings
together to give them up into the hands of Moab. 14 Then Elisha said, By the life of the
Lord of armies whose servant I am, if it was not for the respect I have for Jehoshaphat,
king of Judah, I would not give a look at you, or see you. 15But now, get me a player of
music, and it will come about that while the man is playing, the hand of the Lord will
come onmeand Iwill give you theword of the Lord: and they got a player ofmusic, and
while the man was playing, the hand of the Lord was on him. 16And he said, The Lord
says, I will make this valley full of water-holes. 17For the Lord says, Though you see no
wind or rain, the valley will be full of water, and you and your armies and your beasts
will have drink. 18And thiswill be only a small thing to the Lord: in additionhewill give
the Moabites into your hands. 19And you are to put every walled town to destruction,
cutting down every good tree, and stopping up every water-spring, and making all the
good land rough with stones. 20Now in the morning, about the time when the offering
wasmade, they sawwaterflowing fromthedirectionofEdomtill the countrywas full of
water. 21Now all Moab, hearing that the kings had come tomake war against them, got
together all whowere able to take up arms andwent forward to the edge of the country.
22 And early in the morning they got up, when the sun was shining on the water, and
they saw thewater facing themas redasblood. 23Then they said, This is blood: it is clear
that destructionhas comeon thekings; theyhavebeenfightingoneanother: nowcome,
Moab, let us take their goods. 24But when they came to the tents of Israel, the Israelites
came out and made a violent attack on the Moabites, so that they went in flight before
them; and they went forward still attacking them; 25Pulling down the towns, covering
every good fieldwith stones, stopping up all thewater-springs, and cutting down all the
good trees; they went on drivingMoab before them till only in Kir-hareseth were there
any Moabites; and the fighting-men went round the town raining stones on it. 26And
when the king ofMoab saw that the fightwas going against him, he tookwith him seven
hundredmen armedwith swords, with the idea of forcing a way through to the king of
Aram, but they were not able to do so. 27 Then he took his oldest son, who would have
been king after him, offering him as a burned offering on the wall. So there was great
wrath against Israel; and they went away from him, back to their country.

4
1Now a certain woman, the wife of one of the sons of the prophets, came crying to
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Elisha and said, Your servant my husband is dead; and to your knowledge he was a
worshipper of the Lord; but now, the creditor has come to take my two children as
servants in payment of his debt. 2Then Elisha said to her, What am I to do for you? say
now, what have you in the house? And she said, Your servant has nothing in the house
but a pot of oil. 3Thenhe said, Go out to all your neighbours and get vessels, a very great
number of them. 4Then go in, and, shutting the door on yourself and your sons, put oil
into all these vessels, putting on one side the full ones. 5 So she went away, and when
the door was shut on her and her sons, they took the vessels to her and she put oil into
them. 6And when all the vessels were full, she said to her son, Get me another vessel.
And he said, There are no more. And the flow of oil was stopped. 7 So she came to the
man of God and gave him word of what she had done. And he said, Go and get money
for the oil and make payment of your debt, and let the rest be for the needs of yourself
and your sons. 8Now there came a day when Elisha went to Shunem, and there was a
woman of high position living there, whomade him come in and have ameal with her.
And after that, every time hewent by, he went into her house for ameal. 9And she said
to her husband, Now I see that this is a holy man of God, who comes by day after day.
10So let usmake a little room on thewall; and put a bed there for him, and a table and a
seat and a light; so that when he comes to us, he will be able to go in there. 11Now one
day, when he had gone there, hewent into the little room and took his rest there. 12And
he said to Gehazi, his servant, Send for this Shunammite. So in answer to his voice she
came before him. 13 And he said to him, Now say to her, See, you have taken all this
trouble for us; what is to be done for you? will you have any request made for you to
the king or the captain of the army? But she said, I am living among my people. 14 So
he said, What then is to be done for her? And Gehazi made answer, Still there is this,
she has no son and her husband is old. 15Then he said, Send for her. And in answer to
his voice she took her place at the door. 16And Elisha said, At this time in the coming
year you will have a son in your arms. And she said, No, my lord, O man of God, do not
say what is false to your servant. 17Then the woman becamewith child and gave birth
to a son at the time named, in the year after, as Elisha had said to her. 18Now one day,
when the child was older, he went out to his father to where the grain was being cut.
19And he said to his father, My head, my head! And the father said to a servant, Take
him in to hismother. 20Andhe took him in to hismother, and she took himonher knees
and kept him there till the middle of the day, when his life went from him. 21Then she
went up and put him on the bed of theman of God, shutting the door on him, and went
out. 22And she said to her husband, Send me one of the servants and one of the asses
so that I may go quickly to the man of God and come back again. 23And he said, Why
are you going to him today? it is not a new moon or a Sabbath. But she said, It is well.
24 Then she made the ass ready and said to her servant, Keep driving on; do not make
a stop without orders fromme. 25 So she went, and came to Mount Carmel, to the man
of God. And when the man of God saw her coming in his direction, he said to Gehazi,
his servant, See, there is the Shunammite; 26Go quickly to her, and on meeting her say
to her, Are you well? and your husband and the child, are they well? And she said in
answer, All is well. 27And when she came to where the man of God was on the hill, she
put her hands round his feet; and Gehazi came near with the purpose of pushing her
away; but theman of God said, Let her be, for her soul is bitter in her; and the Lord has
kept it secret from me, and has not given me word of it. 28 Then she said, Did I make a
request tomy lord for a son? did I not say, Do not giveme falsewords? 29Thenhe said to
Gehazi,Make yourself ready, and takemy stick in your hand, and go: if you come across
anyone on the way, give him no blessing, and if anyone gives you a blessing, give him
no answer. And put my stick on the child's face. 30But the mother of the child said, As
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the Lord is living and as your soul is living, I will not go back without you. So he got up
and went with her. 31And Gehazi went on before them and put the stick on the child's
face; but there was no voice, and no one gave attention. So he went back, and meeting
him gave him the news, saying, The child is not awake. 32And when Elisha came into
the house he saw the child dead, stretched on his bed. 33 So he went in, and shutting
the door on the two of them, made prayer to the Lord. 34 Then he got up on the bed,
stretching himself out on the child, and put his mouth on the child's mouth, his eyes
on his eyes and his hands on his hands; and the child's body became warm. 35Then he
came back, and after walking once through the house and back, he went up, stretching
himself out on the child seven times; and the child's eyes became open. 36And he gave
orders to Gehazi, and said, Send for the Shunammite. And she came in answer to his
voice. And he said, Take up your son. 37And she came in, andwent down on her face to
the earth at his feet; then she took her son in her arms andwent out. 38And Elishawent
back to Gilgal, now there was very little food in the land; and the sons of the prophets
were seated before him. And he said to his servant, Put the great pot on the fire, and
make soup for the sons of the prophets. 39And one went out into the field to get green
plants and saw a vine of the field, and pulling off the fruit of it till the fold of his robe
was full, he came back and put the fruit, cut up small, into the pot of soup, having no
idea what it was. 40 Then they gave the men soup from the pot. And while they were
drinking the soup, they gave a cry, and said, Oman of God, there is death in the pot; and
they were not able to take any more food. 41But he said, Get some meal. And he put it
into the pot, and said, Now give it to the people so that they may have food. And there
was nothing bad in the pot. 42Now a man came from Baal-shalishah with an offering
of first-fruits for the man of God, twenty barley cakes and garden fruit in his bag. And
he said, Give these to the people for food. 43 But his servant said, How am I to put this
before a hundred men? But he said, Give it to the people for food; for the Lord says,
There will be food for them and some over. 44 So he put it before them, and they had a
meal and there wasmore than enough, as the Lord had said.

5
1NowNaaman, chief of the army of the king of Aram,was aman of high positionwith

hismaster, and greatly respected, because byhim theLordhad given salvation toAram;
but he was a leper. 2Now the Aramaeans had gone out in bands, and taken prisoner
from Israel a little girl, who became servant to Naaman's wife. 3 And she said to her
master's wife, If only my lord would go to the prophet in Samaria, he would make him
well. 4Andsomeonewentandsaid tohis lord, This iswhat thegirl fromthe landof Israel
says. 5So the king of Aramsaid, Go then; and Iwill send a letter to the king of Israel. And
he went, taking with him ten talents of silver and six thousand shekels of gold, and ten
changes of clothing. 6And he took the letter to the king of Israel, in which the king of
Aram had said, See, I have sent my servant Naaman to you to be made well, for he is a
leper. 7But the king of Israel, after reading the letter, was greatly troubled and said, Am
I God, to give death and life? why does thisman send a leper tome to bemadewell? is it
not clear thathe is looking for a causeofwar? 8NowElisha, themanofGod, hearing that
the king of Israel had done this, sent to the king, saying,Why are you troubled? send the
man tome, so that hemay see that there is a prophet in Israel. 9So Naaman, with all his
horses andhis carriages, came to the door of Elisha's house. 10AndElisha sent a servant
to him, saying, Go to Jordan, and after washing seven times in its waters your fleshwill
bewell again andyouwill be clean. 11ButNaamanwas angry andwent awayand said, I
had the idea that hewould come out to see such an important person as I am, andmake
prayer to the Lord his God, and with a wave of his hand over the place make the leper
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well. 12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of
Israel? may I not be washed in them and become clean? So turning, he went away in
wrath. 13Thenhis servants came to himand said, If the prophet had given you orders to
do somegreat thing,would younot havedone it? howmuchmore then,whenhe says to
you, Be washed and become clean? 14Then he went down seven times into the waters
of Jordan, as theman of God had said; and his flesh became like the flesh of a little child
again, and hewas clean. 15Then hewent back to theman of God, with all his train, and,
taking his place before him, said, Now I am certain that there is no God in all the earth,
but only in Israel: now then, take an offering fromme. 16But he said, By the life of the
Lordwhose servant I am, I will take nothing from you. And he did his best tomake him
take it but he would not. 17Then Naaman said, If you will not, then let there be given to
your servant as much earth as two beasts are able to take on their backs; because from
nowon, your servantwillmakeno offering or burned offering to other gods, but only to
the Lord. 18But may your servant have the Lord's forgiveness for this one thing: when
mymaster goes into the house of Rimmon forworship there, supported onmyarm, and
myhead is bent in the house of Rimmon;whenhis head is bent in the house of Rimmon,
may your servant have the Lord's forgiveness for this thing. 19And he said to him, Go
in peace. And hewent from him some distance. 20But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha, the
man of God, said, Now my master has taken nothing from Naaman, this Aramaean, of
what hewould have given him: by the living Lord, I will go after him and get something
from him. 21 So Gehazi went after Naaman. And when Naaman saw him running after
him, he got down from his carriage and went back to him and said, Is all well? 22And
he said, All is well: but my master has sent me, saying, Even now, two young men of
the sons of the prophets have come to me from the hill-country of Ephraim; will you
give me a talent of silver and two changes of clothing for them? 23And Naaman said,
Be good enough to take two talents. And forcing him to take them, he put two talents of
silver in two bags, with two changes of clothing, and gave them to his two servants to
take before him. 24When he came to the hill, he took them from their hands, and put
them away in the house; and he sent the men away, and they went. 25 Then he came
in and took his place before his master. And Elisha said to him, Where have you come
from, Gehazi? And he said, Your servant went nowhere. 26And he said to him, Did not
my heart gowith you, when theman got down fromhis carriage andwent back to you?
Is this a time for getting money, and clothing, and olive-gardens and vine-gardens, and
sheep and oxen, andmen-servants and women-servants? 27Because of what you have
done, the disease of Naaman the leper will take you in its grip, and your seed after you,
for ever. And he went out from before him a leper as white as snow.

6
1Now the sons of the prophets said to Elisha, There is not room enough for us in the

place wherewe are living under your care; 2So let us go to Jordan, and let everyone get
towork cutting boards, andwewillmake a living-place for ourselves there. Andhe said
to them, Go, then. 3And one of them said, Be pleased to go with your servants. And he
said, I will go. 4 So he went with them. Andwhen they came to Jordan, they got to work
cutting down trees. 5But one of them, while cutting a board, let the head of his axe go
into the water; and he gave a cry, and said, This is a bad business, my master, for it is
another's. 6And the man of God said, Where did it go in? and when he saw the place
where it had gone into the water, cutting a stick, he put it into the water, and the iron
came up to the top of the water. 7 Then he said, Take it up. So he put out his hand and
took it. 8 At that time the king of Aram was making war against Israel; and he had a
meeting with the chiefs of his army and said, I will be waiting in secret in some named
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place. 9 And the man of God sent to the king of Israel, saying, Take care to keep away
from that place, for the Aramaeans are waiting there in secret. 10 So the king of Israel
sent to the place where the man of God had said there was danger, and kept clear of it
more than once. 11And at this, the mind of the king of Aramwas greatly troubled, and
he sent for his servants and said to them, Will you not make clear to me which of us
is helping the king of Israel? 12And one of them said, Not one of us, my lord king; but
Elisha, the prophet in Israel, gives the king of Israel news of the words you say even in
your bedroom. 13Then he said, Go and see where he is, so that I may send and get him.
And news came to him that he was in Dothan. 14 So he sent there horses and carriages
and a great army; and they came by night, circling the town. 15Now the servant of the
man of God, having got up early and gone out, saw an army with horses and carriages
of war all round the town. And the servant said to him, O my master, what are we to
do? 16And he said in answer, Have no fear; those who are with us are more than those
who are with them. 17Then Elisha made a prayer to the Lord, saying, Lord, let his eyes
be open so that hemay see. And the Lordmade the youngman's eyes open; and he saw
that all themountainwas full of horses and carriages of fire round Elisha. 18Nowwhen
the Aramaeans came down to Elisha, he made a prayer to the Lord saying, Lord, make
this people blind. And he made them blind at Elisha's request. 19 And Elisha said to
them, This is not the way, and this is not the town: come afterme so that I may take you
to the man you are searching for. And he took them to Samaria. 20And when they had
come into Samaria, Elisha said, Lord, let the eyes of thesemen be open so that theymay
see. And the Lord made their eyes open, and they saw that they were in the middle of
Samaria. 21And the king of Israel, when he saw them, said to Elisha, My father, am I to
put them to the sword? 22But he said in answer, You are not to put them to death; have
you any right to put to death thosewhom you have not taken prisonerwith your sword
and your bow? put bread andwater before them, so that theymay have food and drink
and go to their master. 23 So he made ready a great feast for them, and when they had
had foodanddrink, he sent themawayand theywentback to theirmaster. Andnomore
bands of Aramaeans came into the land of Israel. 24Now after this, Ben-hadad, king of
Aram, got together all his army andwent up tomake an attack on Samaria, shutting the
town in on all sides with his forces. 25And they became very short of food in Samaria;
for they kept it shut in till the price of an ass's head was eighty shekels of silver, and a
small measure of doves' droppings was five shekels of silver. 26And when the king of
Israel was going by on the wall, a woman came crying out to him, and said, Help! my
lord king. 27And he said, If the Lord does not give you help, where am I to get help for
you? from the grain-floor or the grape-crusher? 28 And the king said to her, What is
troubling you? And she said in answer, This woman said tome, Give your son to be our
food today, and we will have my son tomorrow. 29 So, boiling my son, we had a meal
of him; and on the day after I said to her, Now give your son for our food; but she has
put her son in a secret place. 30 Then the king, hearing what the woman said, took his
robes in his hands, violently parting them; and, while he was walking on the wall, the
people, looking, saw that under his robe he had haircloth on his flesh. 31 Then he said,
May God's punishment come on me if Elisha, the son of Shaphat, keeps his head on his
body after this day. 32But Elishawas in his house, and the responsiblemenwere seated
there with him; and before the king got there, Elisha said to those who were with him,
Do you see how this cruel and violent man has sent to take away my life? 33While he
was still talking to them, the king came down and said, This evil is from the Lord; why
am I to go on waiting any longer for the Lord?
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7
1Then Elisha said, Give ear to the word of the Lord: the Lord says, Tomorrow, about

this time, a measure of good meal will be offered for the price of a shekel and two
measures of barley for a shekel, in the market-place of Samaria. 2 Then the captain
whose arm was supporting the king said to the man of God, Even if the Lord made
windows in heaven, would such a thing be possible? And he said, Your eyes will see
it, but you will not have a taste of the food. 3Now there were four lepers seated at the
doorway into the town: and they said to one another, Why are we waiting here for
death? 4 If we say, We will go into the town, there is no food in the town, and we will
come to our end there; and if we go on waiting here, death will come to us. Come then,
let us give ourselves up to the army of Aram: if they let us go on living, then life will be
ours; and if they put us to death, then death will be ours. 5 So in the half light they got
up to go to the tents of Aram; butwhen they came to the outer line of tents, therewas no
one there. 6For the Lord hadmade the sound of carriages and horses, and the noise of a
great army, come to the ears of the Aramaeans, so that they said to one another, Truly,
the king of Israel has got the kings of theHittites and of the Egyptians for a price tomake
an attack on us. 7 So they got up and went in flight, in the half light, without their tents
or their horses or their asses or any of their goods; they went in flight, fearing for their
lives. 8And when those lepers came to the outer line of tents, they went into one tent,
and had food and drink, and took from it silver and gold and clothing, which they put
in a secret place; then they came back andwent into another tent fromwhich they took
more goods, which they put away in a secret place. 9Then they said to one another, We
arenot doing right. Today is a day of goodnews, andwe saynothing: ifwe go onwaiting
here till themorning, punishmentwill come tous. So let us goandgive thenews to those
of the king's house. 10 So they came in, and, crying out to the door-keepers of the town,
they gave them the news, saying,We came to the tents of the Aramaeans, and therewas
no one there and no voice of man, only the horses and the asses in their places, and the
tents as they were. 11 Then the door-keepers, crying out, gave the news to those inside
the king's house. 12 Then the king got up in the night and said to his servants, This is
my idea of what the Aramaeans have done to us. They have knowledge that we are
without food; and so they have gone out of their tents, and are waiting secretly in the
open country, saying,When they come out of the town, wewill take them living and get
into the town. 13Andone of his servants said in answer, Sendmenand let them takefive
of thehorseswhichwestill have in the town; if theykeep their lives theywill be the same
as those of Israel who are still living here; if they come to their death they will be the
same as all those of Israel who have gone to destruction: let us send and see. 14 So they
took two horsemen; and the king sent them after the army of the Aramaeans, saying,
Go and see. 15And they went after them as far as Jordan; and all the road was covered
with clothing and vessels dropped by the Aramaeans in their flight. So those whowere
sent went back and gave the news to the king. 16Then the people went out and took the
goods from the tents of theAramaeans. So ameasure of goodmealwas to be had for the
price of a shekel, and two measures of barley for a shekel, as the Lord had said. 17And
the king gave authority to that captain, onwhose armhewas supported, to have control
over the doorway into the town; but hewas crushed to death there under the feet of the
people, as the man of God had said when the king went down to him. 18 So the words
of the man of God came true, which he said to the king: Two measures of barley will
be offered for the price of a shekel and a measure of good meal for a shekel, tomorrow
about this time in the market-place of Samaria. 19And that captain said to the man of
God, Even if the Lord made windows in heaven, would such a thing be possible? And
he said to him, Your eyeswill see it, but youwill not have a taste of the food. 20And such
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was his fate; for he was crushed to death under the feet of the people, in the doorway
into the town.

8
1 Now Elisha had said to the woman whose son he had given back to life, Go now,

with all the people of your house, and get a living-place for yourselves wherever you
are able; for by the word of the Lord, there will be great need of food in the land; and
this will go on for seven years. 2 So the woman got up and did as the man of God said;
and she and the people of her house were living in the land of the Philistines for seven
years. 3Andwhen the seven years were ended, the woman came back from the land of
the Philistines and went to the king with a request for her house and her land. 4Now
the king was talking with Gehazi, the servant of the man of God, saying, Now, give me
an account of all the great things Elisha has done. 5And while he was giving the king
the story of howElisha had given life to the dead, thewomanwhose son had come back
to life came to the king with a request for her house and her land. And Gehazi said,
My lord king, this is the woman and this is her son, whose life Elisha gave back to him.
6And in answer to the king's questions, the woman gave him all the story. So the king
gave orders to one of his unsexed servants, saying, Give her back all her property, and
all the produce of her fields from the day when she went away from the land up till
now. 7And Elisha came to Damascus; and Ben-hadad, king of Aram, was ill; and they
said to him, The man of God has come. 8Then the king said to Hazael, Take an offering
with you, and go to see theman of God and get directions from the Lord by him, saying,
Am I going to get better frommy disease? 9 So Hazael went to see him, taking with him
forty camels with offerings on their backs of every sort of good thing from Damascus;
andwhen he came before him, he said, Your son Ben-hadad, king of Aram, has sent me
to you, saying, Will I get better from this disease? 10And Elisha said to him, Go, say to
him, You will certainly get better; but the Lord has made it clear to me that only death
is before him. 11And he kept his eyes fixed on him till he was shamed, and the man of
God was overcome with weeping. 12And Hazael said, Why is my lord weeping? Then
he said in answer, Because I see the evil which you will do to the children of Israel:
burning down their strong towns, putting their young men to death with the sword,
smashing their little ones against the stones, and cutting open thewomenwho arewith
child. 13And Hazael said, How is it possible that your servant, who is only a dog, will
do this great thing? And Elisha said, The Lord has made it clear to me that you will
be king over Aram. 14 Then he went away from Elisha and came in to his master, who
said to him, What did Elisha say to you? And his answer was, He said that you would
certainly get well. 15Nowon the day after, Hazael took the bed-cover, andmaking it wet
with water, put it over Ben-hadad's face, causing his death: and Hazael became king
in his place. 16 In the fifth year of Joram, the son of Ahab, king of Israel, Jehoram, the
son of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, became king. 17Hewas thirty-two years oldwhen he
became king; and he was ruling in Jerusalem for eight years. 18He went in the ways of
the kings of Israel, as the family of Ahab did: for the daughter of Ahab was his wife;
and he did evil in the eyes of the Lord. 19 But it was not the Lord's purpose to send
destruction on Judah, because of David his servant, to whom he had given his word
that he would have a light for ever. 20 In his time, Edommade themselves free from the
rule of Judah, and took a king for themselves. 21Then Joramwent over to Zair, with all
his war-carriages; ... made an attack by night on the Edomites, whose forces were all
round him, ... the captains of the war-carriages; and the people went in flight to their
tents. 22 So Edom made themselves free from the rule of Judah to this day. And at the
same time, Libnah made itself free. 23Now the rest of the acts of Joram, and all he did,
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are they not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Judah? 24 And Joram
went to rest with his fathers and was put into the earth with his fathers in the town of
David: and Ahaziah his son became king in his place. 25 In the twelfth year that Joram,
the son of Ahab, was king of Israel, Ahaziah, the son of Jehoram, king of Judah, became
king; 26Ahaziah was twenty-two years old when he became king, and he was ruling in
Jerusalem for one year. His mother's name was Athaliah, the daughter of Omri, king
of Israel. 27He went in the ways of the family of Ahab, and did evil in the eyes of the
Lord as the family of Ahab did, for hewas a son-in-law of the family of Ahab. 28Hewent
with Joram, the son of Ahab, to make war on Hazael, king of Aram, at Ramoth-gilead:
and Joram was wounded by the Aramaeans. 29 So King Joram went back to Jezreel to
get well from the wounds which the bowmen had given him at Ramah, when he was
fighting against Hazael, king of Aram. And Ahaziah, the son of Jehoram, king of Judah,
went down to see Joram, the son of Ahab, in Jezreel, because he was ill.

9
1 And Elisha the prophet sent for one of the sons of the prophets, and said to him,

Make yourself ready for a journey, and take this bottle of oil in your hand, and go to
Ramoth-gilead. 2And when you get there, go in search of Jehu, the son of Jehoshaphat,
the son of Nimshi; and go in and make him get up from among his brothers, and take
him to an inner room. 3 Then take the bottle and put the oil on his head, and say, The
Lord says, I have put the holy oil on you to make you king over Israel. Then, opening
the door, go in flight, without waiting. 4 So the young prophet went to Ramoth-gilead.
5 And when he came, he saw the captains of the army seated together; and he said, I
have something to say to you, O captain. And Jehu said, To which of us? And he said,
To you, O captain. 6 And he got up and went into the house; then he put the holy oil
on his head and said to him, The Lord, the God of Israel, says, I have made you king
over the people of the Lord, over Israel. 7 You are to see that the family of Ahab your
master is cut off, so that I may take from Jezebel payment for the blood of my servants
the prophets, and for the blood of all the servants of the Lord. 8 For the family of Ahab
will come to an end; every male of Ahab's family will be cut off, he who is shut up and
hewho goes free in Israel. 9 I willmake the family of Ahab like that of Jeroboam, the son
of Nebat, and Baasha, the son of Ahijah. 10And Jezebel will become food for the dogs
in the heritage of Jezreel, and there will be no one to put her body into the earth. Then,
opening the door, he went in flight. 11 Then Jehu came out again to the servants of his
lord, and one said to him, Is all well? why did this man, who is off his head, come to
you? And he said to them, You have knowledge of the man and of his talk. 12And they
said, That is not true; now give us his story. Then he said, This is what he said to me:
The Lord says, I have made you king over Israel. 13 Then straight away everyone took
his robe and put it under him on the top of the steps, and, sounding the horn, they said,
Jehu is king. 14So Jehu, the son of Jehoshaphat, the son of Nimshi, made designs against
Joram. (Now Joram and all the army of Israel were keeping watch on Ramoth-gilead
because of Hazael, king of Aram: 15But King Joram had gone back to Jezreel to get well
from the wounds which the Aramaeans had given him when he was fighting against
Hazael, king of Aram.) And Jehu said, If this is your purpose, then let no one get away
and go out of the town to give news of it in Jezreel. 16 So Jehu got into his carriage and
went to Jezreel, for Joram was ill in bed there; and Ahaziah, king of Judah, had come
down to see Joram. 17And thewatchman on the tower in Jezreel saw Jehu and his band
coming, and said, I see a band of people. And Joram said, Send out a horseman to them,
and let him say, Is it peace? 18 So a horseman went out to them and said, The king says,
Is it peace? And Jehu said, What have you to do with peace? come after me. And the
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watchman gave them word, saying, The horseman went up to them, but has not come
back. 19Then he sent out a second horseman, who came up to them and said, The king
says, Is it peace? And Jehu said in answer, What have you to do with peace? come after
me. 20And thewatchmangave themword, saying,Hewentup to themandhasnot come
back again; and the driving is like the driving of Jehu, son of Nimshi, for he is driving
violently. 21Then Joram said, Make ready. So theymade his carriage ready; and Joram,
king of Israel, withAhaziah, king of Judah,went out in their carriages for the purpose of
meeting Jehu; and they came face to face with him at the field of Naboth the Jezreelite.
22Now when Joram saw Jehu he said, Is it peace, Jehu? And he said in answer, What
peace is possible while all the land is full of the disgusting sins of your mother Jezebel,
and her secret arts? 23Then Joram, turning his horses in flight, said to Ahaziah, Broken
faith, OAhaziah! 24Then Jehu took his bow in his hand, andwith all his strength sent an
arrow, wounding Jorambetween the arms; and the arrow came out at his heart, and he
went down on his face in his carriage. 25Then Jehu said to Bidkar, his captain, Take him
up, and put him in the field of Naboth the Jezreelite: for is not that day in yourmemory
when you and I together on our horses were going after Ahab, his father, and the Lord
put this fate on him, saying: 26 I saw the blood of Naboth and of his sons yesterday; and
I will give you full payment in this field, says the Lord? So now, take him and put him
in this field, as the Lord said. 27Now when Ahaziah, king of Judah, saw this, he went
in flight by the way of the garden house. And Jehu came after him and said, Put him to
death in the same way; and they gave him a death-wound in his carriage, on the slope
up to Gur, by Ibleam; and hewent in flight toMegiddo, where death came to him. 28And
his servants took him in a carriage to Jerusalem, and put him into the earth with his
fathers in the town of David. 29 (In the eleventh year of the rule of Joram, the son of
Ahab, Ahaziah became king over Judah.) 30Andwhen Jehu came to Jezreel, Jezebel had
news of it; and, painting her eyes and dressing her hair with ornaments, she put her
head out of the window. 31 And when Jehu was coming into the town, she said, Is all
well, O Zimri, taker of your master's life? 32 Then, looking up to the window, he said,
Who is onmy side, who? and two or three unsexed servants put out their heads. 33And
he said, Take her and put her out of the window. So they sent her down with force,
and her blood went in a shower on the wall and on the horses; and she was crushed
under their feet. 34And he came in, and took food and drink; then he said, Now see to
this cursed woman, and put her body into the earth, for she is a king's daughter. 35And
they went out to put her body into the earth, but nothing of her was to be seen, only
the bones of her head, and her feet, and parts of her hands. 36 So they came back and
gave him word of it. And he said, This is what the Lord said by his servant Elijah the
Tishbite, saying, In the heritage of Jezreel the flesh of Jezebelwill become food for dogs;
37And the dead body of Jezebelwill be likewaste dropped on the face of the earth in the
heritage of Jezreel; so that they will not be able to say, This is Jezebel.

10
1Now therewere in Samaria seventy of Ahab's sons. And Jehu sent letters to Samaria,

to the rulers of the town, and to the responsible men, and to those who had the care
of the sons of Ahab, saying, 2 Straight away, when you get this letter, seeing that your
master's sons are with you, and that you have carriages and horses and a walled town
and arms; 3Take the best andmost upright of yourmaster's sons, andmake him king in
his father's place, and put up a fight for yourmaster's family. 4But theywere full of fear,
and said, The two kings have gone down before him: howmay we keep our place? 5 So
the controller of the king's house, with the ruler of the town, and the responsible men,
and those who had the care of Ahab's sons, sent to Jehu, saying, We are your servants
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and will do all your orders; we will not make any man king; do whatever seems best
to you. 6 Then he sent them a second letter, saying, If you are on my side, and if you
will do my orders, come to me at Jezreel by this time tomorrow, with the heads of your
master's sons. Now the king's seventy sons were with the great men of the town, who
had the care of them. 7 And when the letter came to them, they took the king's sons
and put them to death, all the seventy, and put their heads in baskets and sent them
to him at Jezreel. 8 And a man came and said to him, They have come with the heads
of the king's sons. And he said, Put them down in two masses at the doorway of the
town till the morning. 9And in the morning he went out and, stopping, said to all the
people there, You are uprightmen: it is true that Imade designs againstmymaster, and
put him to death; butwho is responsible for the death of all these? 10Youmaybe certain
that nothingwhich the Lordhas said about the family of Ahabwill bewithout effect; for
the Lord has done what he said by his servant Elijah. 11 So Jehu put to death all the rest
of the seed of Ahab in Jezreel, and all his relations and his near friends and his priests,
till there were no more of them. 12 Then he got up and came to Samaria. And he was
at the meeting-place of the keepers of sheep, by the way, 13When he came across the
brothers of Ahaziah, king of Judah, and said, Who are you? And they said, We are the
brothers of Ahaziah, king of Judah; we are going down to see the children of the king
and of the queen. 14 And he said, Take them living. So they took them living, and put
them to death in the water-hole of Beth-eked; of the forty-two men he put every one to
death; 15And when he had gone away from there, he came across Jehonadab, the son
of Rechab: and he said good-day to him, and said to him, Is your heart true to mine, as
mine is to yours? And Jehonadab in answer said, It is; and Jehu said, If it is, givemeyour
hand. And he gave him his hand, and he made him come up into his carriage. 16And
he said, Come with me and see how I am on fire for the Lord's cause. So he made him
go with him in his carriage. 17And when he came to Samaria, he put to death all those
of Ahab's family whowere still in Samaria, till there were nomore of them, as the Lord
had said to Elijah. 18 Then Jehu got all the people together and said to them, Ahab was
Baal's servant in a small way, but Jehu will be his servant on a great scale. 19Now send
for all the prophets of Baal and all his servants and all his priests, to come to me; let no
one keep away: for I have a great offering to make to Baal; anyone who is not present,
will be put to death. This Jehu did with deceit, his purpose being the destruction of the
servants of Baal. 20And Jehu said, Let there be a special holymeeting for theworship of
Baal. So apublic statementwasmade. 21And Jehu sent out throughall Israel; andall the
servants of Baal came, not one kept away. And they came into the house of Baal, so that
it was full fromend to end. 22And Jehu said to himwho kept the robes, Get out robes for
all the servants of Baal. So he got out robes for them. 23And Jehu, with Jehonadab, the
son of Rechab, went into the house of Baal; and he said to the servants of Baal, Make a
searchwith care, to see that no servant of theLord iswith you, but only servants of Baal.
24Then they went in to make offerings and burned offerings. Now Jehu had put eighty
men outside, and said to them, If any man whom I give into your hands gets away, the
life of himwho lets him gowill be the price of his life. 25Thenwhen the burned offering
was ended, straight away Jehu said to the armed men and the captains, Go in and put
them to death; let not one come out. So they put them to the sword; and, pulling the
images to the earth, they went into the holy place of the house of Baal. 26And they took
out the image of Asherah from the house of Baal, and had it burned. 27The altar of Baal
was pulled down and the house of Baal was broken up and made an unclean place, as
it is to this day. 28 So Jehu put an end to the worship of Baal in Israel. 29But Jehu did not
keep himself fromall the sins of Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, and the evil hemade Israel
do; the gold oxen were still in Beth-el and in Dan. 30And the Lord said to Jehu, Because
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youhavedonewell in doingwhat is right inmyeyes andeffecting allmypurpose for the
family of Ahab, your sonswill be kings of Israel to the fourth generation. 31But Jehu did
not take care to keep the law of the Lordwith all his heart: he did not keep himself from
the sinwhich Jeroboamdid andmade Israel do. 32 In those days theLordwas angryfirst
with Israel; andHazaelmade attacks on all the land of Israel, 33East of Jordan, in all the
land of Gilead, the Gadites and the Reubenites and the Manassites, from Aroer by the
valley of the Arnon, all Gilead and Bashan. 34Now the rest of the acts of Jehu, and all he
did, and his great power, are they not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of
Israel? 35And Jehuwent to rest with his fathers, and was put into the earth in Samaria.
And Jehoahaz his son became king in his place. 36And the time of Jehu's rule over Israel
in Samaria was twenty-eight years.

11
1Nowwhen Athaliah, the mother of Ahaziah, saw that her son was dead, she had all

the rest of the seed of the kingdom put to death. 2But Jehosheba, the daughter of King
Joram, sister of Ahaziah, secretly took Joash, the son of Ahaziah, with the woman who
took care of him, away from among the king's sons whowere put to death, and put him
in the bedroom; and they kept him safe from Athaliah, so that he was not put to death.
3And for six years she kept him safe in the house of the Lord, while Athaliahwas ruling
over the land. 4 Then in the seventh year, Jehoiada sent for the captains of hundreds
of the Carians, and the armed men, and taking them into the house of the Lord, made
an agreement with them, andmade them take an oath in the house of the Lord, and let
themsee theking's son. 5Andhegave themorders, saying, This iswhatyouare todo: the
third part of you, who come in on the Sabbath and keep the watch of the king's house,
6 ... 7 And the two divisions of you, who go out on the Sabbath and keep the watch of
the house of the Lord, 8Will make a circle round the king, everyman being armed; and
whoever comes inside your lines is to be put to death; keepwith the king, when he goes
out and when he comes in. 9 And the captains of hundreds did as Jehoiada the priest
gave them orders; every one took with him his men, those who came in and those who
went out on the Sabbath, and they came in to Jehoiada the priest. 10And the priest gave
to the captains of hundreds the spears and body-covers which had been King David's,
and which were kept in the house of the Lord. 11 Then the armed men took up their
positions, everymanwith his instruments of war in his hand, from the right side of the
house to the left, round about the altar and the house. 12 Then he made the king's son
comeout, andput the crownonhimand thearm-bands, andmadehimking, andput the
holy oil onhim; and theyall,making sounds of joywith their hands, said, Long life to the
king. 13Now Athaliah, hearing the noise made by the people, came to the people in the
house of the Lord; 14And looking, she saw the king in his regular place by the pillar, and
the captains and the horns near him; and all the people of the land giving signs of joy
and sounding the horns. Then Athaliah, violently parting her robes, gave a cry, saying,
Broken faith, broken faith! 15 Then Jehoiada the priest gave orders to those who were
placed inauthorityover thearmy, saying, Takeheroutside the lines, and let anyonewho
goes after her be put to death with the sword, for he said, Let her not be put to death in
the house of the Lord. 16So they put their hands onher, and shewent to the king's house
by the doorway of the horses, and there she was put to death. 17And Jehoiadamade an
agreement between the Lord and the king and the people, that theywould be the Lord's
people; and in the sameway between the king and the people. 18Then all the people of
the land went to the house of Baal and had it pulled down: its altars and images were
all broken to bits, andMattan, the priest of Baal, they put to death before the altars. And
thepriest put overseers over theLord's house. 19Thenhe took the captains of hundreds,
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and theCarians, and thearmedmen, andall thepeople of the land; and they camedown
with the king from the house of the Lord, through the doorway of the armedmen, to the
king's house. And he took his place on the seat of the kings. 20 So all the people of the
land were glad, and the town was quiet; and they had put Athaliah to death with the
sword at the king's house. 21And Jehoash was seven years old when he became king.

12
1 In the seventh year of Jehu's rule, Jehoash became king; and he was ruling for forty

years in Jerusalem; his mother's name was Zibiah of Beer-sheba. 2 Jehoash did what
was right in the eyes of the Lord all his days, because he was guided by the teaching
of Jehoiada the priest. 3 But the high places were not taken away; the people went on
making offerings and burning them in the high places. 4And Jehoash said to the priests,
All the money of the holy things, which comes into the house of the Lord, (the amount
fixed for every man's payment,) and all the money given by any man freely from the
impulse of his heart, 5Let the priests take, every man from his friends and neighbours,
to make good what is damaged in the house, wherever it is to be seen. 6 But in the
twenty-third year of King Jehoash, the priests had not made good the damaged parts
of the house. 7 Then King Jehoash sent for Jehoiada the priest, and the other priests,
and said to them, Why have you not made good what is damaged in the house? now
take nomoremoney from your neighbours, but give it for the building up of the house.
8 So the priests made an agreement to take nomore money from the people, and not to
make good what was damaged in the house. 9But Jehoiada the priest took a chest, and
making a hole in the cover of it, put it by the altar, on the right side when one comes
into the house of the Lord; and the priests who kept the door put in it regularly all the
money which was taken into the house of the Lord. 10 And when they saw that there
was much money in the chest, the king's scribe and the high priest came and put it in
bags, noting the amount of all themoney there was in the house of the Lord. 11And the
moneywhichwasmeasured out they gave regularly to thosewhowere responsible for
overseeing thework, and these gave it in payment to thewoodworkers and the builders
who were working on the house of the Lord, 12And to the wall-builders and the stone-
cutters, and to get wood and cut stone for building up the broken parts of the house of
the Lord, and for everything needed to put the house in good order. 13 But the money
was not used for making silver cups or scissors or basins or wind-instruments or any
vessels of gold or silver for the house of the Lord; 14But it was all given to theworkmen
whowere building up thehouse. 15And they did not get any statement of accounts from
the men to whom the money was given for the workmen, for they made use of it with
good faith. 16 The money of the offerings for error and the sin-offerings was not taken
into the house of the Lord; it was the priests'. 17 Then Hazael, king of Aram, went up
against Gath and took it; and his purpose was to go up to Jerusalem. 18 Then Jehoash,
king of Judah, took all the holy thingswhich Jehoshaphat and Jehoram and Ahaziah his
fathers, the kings of Judah, had given to the Lord, together with the things he himself
had given, and all the gold in the Temple store and in the king's house, and sent it to
Hazael, king of Aram; and he went away from Jerusalem. 19Now the rest of the acts
of Joash, and all he did, are they not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of
Israel? 20And his servants made a secret design and put Joash to death at the house of
Millo on the way down to Silla. 21And Jozacar, the son of Shimeath, and Jehozabad, the
son of Shomer, his servants, came to him and put him to death; and they put him into
the earthwith his fathers in the town of David; and Amaziah his son became king in his
place.
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13
1 In the twenty-third year of Joash, the son of Ahaziah, king of Judah, Jehoahaz, the

son of Jehu, became king over Israel in Samaria, ruling for seventeen years. 2He did
evil in the eyes of the Lord, copying the sins of Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, which he did
and made Israel do; he did not keep himself from them. 3 So the wrath of the Lord was
burning against Israel, and he gave them up into the power of Hazael, king of Aram,
and into the power of Ben-hadad, the son of Hazael, again and again. 4 Then Jehoahaz
madeprayer to theLord, and theLordgaveear tohim, forhe sawhowcruelly Israelwas
crushed by the king of Aram. 5 (And the Lord gave Israel a saviour, so that they became
free from the hands of the Aramaeans; and the children of Israel were living in their
tents as in the past. 6But still they did not give up the sin of Jeroboam, which he made
Israel do, but went onwith it; and there was an image of Asherah in Samaria.) 7For out
of all his army, Jehoahaz had only fifty horsemen and ten carriages and ten thousand
footmen; the king of Aram had given them up to destruction, crushing them like dust.
8Now the rest of the acts of Jehoahaz, and all he did, and his great power, are they not
recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Israel? 9And Jehoahaz went to rest
with his fathers, and was put into the earth in Samaria; and Joash his son became king
in his place. 10 In the thirty-seventh year of the rule of Joash, king of Judah, Joash, the
son of Jehoahaz, became king over Israel in Samaria, ruling for sixteen years. 11He did
evil in the eyes of the Lord, not turning away from the sin of Jeroboam, the son ofNebat,
which he did and made Israel do, but he went on with it. 12Now the rest of the acts of
Joash, and all he did, and the force with which he went to war against Amaziah, king
of Judah, are they not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Israel? 13And
Joash went to rest with his fathers and Jeroboam took his place as king; and Joash was
put into the earth in Samaria with the kings of Israel. 14 Now Elisha became ill with
the disease which was the cause of his death: and Joash, king of Israel, came down to
him, and weeping over him said, My father, my father, the war-carriages of Israel and
its horsemen! 15 Then Elisha said to him, Take bow and arrows: and he took bow and
arrows. 16And he said to the king of Israel, Put your hand on the bow: and he put his
handon it; andElishaput his hands on theking's hands. 17Thenhe said; Let thewindow
be open to the east: and he got it open. Then Elisha said, Let the arrow go; and he let it
go. And he said, The Lord's arrow of salvation, of salvation over Aram; for you will
overcome the Aramaeans in Aphek and put an end to them. 18 And he said, Take the
arrows: and he took them. And he said to the king of Israel, Send them down into the
earth; and he did so three times and no more. 19 Then the man of God was angry with
him and said, If you had done it five or six times, then youwould have overcome Aram
completely; but now you will only overcome them three times. 20 And death came to
Elisha and they put his body into the earth. Now in the spring of the year, armed bands
of Moabites frequently came, overrunning the land. 21And while they were putting a
deadman into the earth, they sawaband coming; and they put themanquickly into the
place where Elisha's body was; and the dead man, on touching Elisha's bones, came to
life again, and got up on his feet. 22And Israel was crushed under the power of Hazael,
king of Aram, all the days of Jehoahaz. 23 But the Lord was kind to them and had pity
on them, caring for them, because of his agreement with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob;
he would not put them to destruction or send them away from before his face till now.
24 Then Hazael, king of Aram, came to his end; and Ben-hadad his son became king in
his place. 25And Jehoash, the son of Jehoahaz, took again from Ben-hadad, the son of
Hazael, the towns which he had taken from Jehoahaz his father in war. Three times
Jehoash overcame him and got back the towns of Israel.
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14
1 In the second year of Joash, son of Joahaz, king of Israel, Amaziah, the son of Joash,

became king of Judah. 2He was twenty-five years old when he became king; and he
was ruling in Jerusalem for twenty-nine years; his mother's name was Jehoaddin of
Jerusalem. 3He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, though not like David his
father; he did as Joash his father had done. 4 But still the high places were not taken
away; the peoplewent onmaking offerings and burning them in the high places. 5Now
when he became strong in the kingdom, straight away he put to death those servants
who had taken the life of the king his father; 6But he did not put their children to death;
for the orders of the Lord recorded in the book of the law of Moses say, The fathers are
not to be put to death for the children, or the children for their fathers; but a man is
to be put to death for the sin which he himself has done. 7He put to the sword twelve
thousandmen of Edom in the Valley of Salt, and took Sela in war, naming it Joktheel, as
it is to this day. 8ThenAmaziah sent representatives to Jehoash, the sonof Jehoahaz, son
of Jehu, king of Israel, saying, Come, let us have a meeting face to face. 9And Jehoash,
king of Israel, sent to Amaziah, king of Judah, saying, The thorn-tree in Lebanon sent to
the cedar in Lebanon, saying, Give your daughter tomy son for awife: and a beast from
thewoodland inLebanonwentby, crushing the thornunderhis feet. 10 It is true that you
have overcome Edom and your heart is uplifted; let that glory be enough for you, and
keep in your country; why do you make causes of trouble, putting yourself, and Judah
with you, in danger of downfall? 11But Amaziah gave no attention. So Jehoash, king of
Israel, went up, and he and Amaziah, king of Judah, came face to face at Beth-shemesh,
which is in Judah. 12And Judah was overcome before Israel, so that they went in flight,
every man to his tent. 13And Jehoash, king of Israel, made Amaziah, king of Judah, the
son of Jehoash, son of Ahaziah, prisoner at Beth-shemesh, and came to Jerusalem, and
had the wall of Jerusalem pulled down from the doorway of Ephraim to the door in the
angle, four hundred cubits. 14 And he took all the gold and silver and all the vessels
which were in the house of the Lord and in the store-house of the king, together with
thosewhose liveswould be the price of broken faith, andwent back to Samaria. 15Now
the rest of the acts of Jehoash, and his power, and how he went to war with Amaziah,
king of Judah, are they not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Israel?
16And Jehoashwent to rest with his fathers, andwas put into the earth in Samariawith
the kings of Israel; and Jeroboam his son became king in his place. 17Amaziah, the son
of Joash, king of Judah, went on living for fifteen years after the death of Jehoash, son of
Jehoahaz, king of Israel. 18And the rest of the acts of Amaziah, are they not recorded in
the book of the history of the kings of Judah? 19Now they made a secret design against
him in Jerusalem; andhewent inflight toLachish, but they sentafterhimtoLachishand
put him to death there. 20And they took his body on horseback and put it into the earth
with his fathers in Jerusalem, the town of David. 21 Then all the people of Judah took
Azariah, whowas sixteen years old, andmade him king in place of his father Amaziah.
22He was the builder of Elath, which he got back for Judah after the death of the king.
23 In the fifteenth year of the rule of Amaziah, son of Joash, king of Judah, Jeroboam, the
son of Joash, king of Israel, becameking in Samaria, ruling for forty-one years. 24Hedid
evil in the eyes of the Lord, not turning away from the sin which Jeroboam, the son of
Nebat, did and made Israel do. 25He got back the old limits of Israel from the way into
Hamath to the sea of the Arabah, as the Lord had said by his servant Jonah, the son of
Amittai, the prophet of Gath-hepher. 26 For the Lord saw how bitter was the trouble of
Israel, and that everyone was cut off, he who was shut up and he who went free, and
that Israel had no helper. 27And the Lord had not said that the name of Israel was to be
taken away from the earth; but he gave them a saviour in Jeroboam, the son of Joash.
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28Now the rest of the acts of Jeroboam, and all he did, and his power, and how he went
to war with Damascus, causing the wrath of the Lord to be turned away from Israel,
are they not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Israel? 29And Jeroboam
went to rest with his fathers, and was put into the earth with the kings of Israel; and
Zechariah his son became king in his place.

15
1 In the twenty-seventh year of the rule of Jeroboam, king of Israel, Azariah, son of

Amaziah, became king of Judah. 2 He was sixteen years old when he became king,
and he was ruling in Jerusalem for fifty-two years; his mother's name was Jecoliah of
Jerusalem. 3And he did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, as his father Amaziah
haddone. 4Buthedidnot takeaway thehighplaces, and thepeople stillwent onmaking
offerings and burning them in the high places. 5And the Lord sent disease on the king
andhe became a leper, and to the day of his death hewas living separately in his private
house. And Jothamhis sonwas over his house, judging the people of the land. 6Now the
rest of the acts of Azariah, and all he did, are theynot recorded in the book of the history
of the kings of Judah? 7And Azariah went to rest with his fathers and was put into the
earthwithhis fathers in the townofDavid; and Jothamhis sonbecameking inhis place.
8 In the thirty-eighth year of Azaliah, king of Judah, Zechariah, son of Jeroboam, was
king over Israel for six months. 9And he did evil in the eyes of the Lord, as his father
had done, not turning away from the sin which Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, did and
made Israel do. 10 And Shallum, the son of Jabesh, made a secret design against him,
and, attacking him in Ibleam, put him to death and became king in his place. 11Now
the rest of the acts of Zechariah are recorded in the book of the history of the kings of
Israel. 12 This was what the Lord had said to Jehu, Your sons to the fourth generation
will be kings of Israel. And so it came about. 13 Shallum, the son of Jabesh, became
king in the thirty-ninth year of Uzziah, king of Judah; and he was ruling in Samaria for
the space of one month. 14 Then Menahem, the son of Gadi, went up from Tirzah and
came to Samaria, and attacking Shallum, son of Jabesh, in Samaria, put him to death
andmade himself king in his place. 15Now the rest of the acts of Shallum, and the secret
design which he made, are recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Israel.
16 Then Menahem sent destruction on Tappuah and all the people in it, and its limits,
from Tirzah, because they would not let him come in; and he had all the women who
werewithchild cutopen. 17 In the thirty-ninthyearofAzariah, kingof Judah,Menahem,
the son of Gadi, became king over Israel, andwas ruling in Samaria for ten years. 18He
did evil in the eyes of the Lord; he did not keep himself from the sin which Jeroboam,
the son of Nebat, did andmade Israel do. 19 In his day, Pul, the king of Assyria, came up
against the land; andMenahemgave Pul a thousand talents of silver so that hemight let
him keep the kingdom. 20AndMenahem got themoney from Israel, from all themen of
wealth, fifty silver shekels from everyman, to give to the king of Assyria. So the king of
Assyriawent backwithout stopping in the land. 21Now the rest of the acts ofMenahem,
and all he did, are they not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Israel?
22AndMenahemwent to rest with his fathers; and Pekahiah his son became king in his
place. 23 In the fiftieth year of Azariah king of Judah, Pekahiah, the son of Menahem,
became king over Israel in Samaria, ruling for two years. 24He did evil in the eyes of
the Lord, not turning from the sin which Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, did and made
Israel do. 25And Pekah, the son of Remaliah, his captain, made a secret design against
him, attacking him in the king's great house in Samaria; andwith himwere fiftymen of
Gilead; and he put him to death and became king in his place. 26Now the rest of the acts
of Pekahiah, and all he did, are recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Israel.
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27 In the fifty-second year of Azariah, king of Judah, Pekah, the son of Remaliah, became
kingover Israel in Samaria, ruling for twenty years. 28Hedid evil in the eyes of theLord,
not turning from the sinwhich Jeroboam, the son ofNebat, did andmade Israel do. 29 In
the days of Pekah, king of Israel, Tiglath-pileser, king of Assyria, came and took Ijon and
Abel-beth-maacah and Janoah and Kedesh and Hazor and Gilead and Galilee and all
the land of Naphtali; and he took the people away to Assyria. 30And Hoshea, the son of
Elah, made a secret design against Pekah, the son of Remaliah, and, attacking him, put
him to death and became king in his place, in the twentieth year of Jotham, the son of
Uzziah. 31Now the rest of the acts of Pekah, and all he did, are recorded in the book of
the history of the kings of Israel. 32 In the second year of Pekah, the son of Remaliah,
king of Israel, Jotham, the son of Uzziah, became king of Judah. 33He was twenty-five
years old when he became king, and he was ruling for sixteen years in Jerusalem; and
his mother's name was Jerusha, the daughter of Zadok. 34 And he did what was right
in the eyes of the Lord, as his father Uzziah had done. 35 But he did not take away the
high places, and the people still went onmaking offerings and burning them in the high
places. He was the builder of the higher doorway of the house of the Lord. 36Now the
rest of the acts of Jotham, and all he did, are they not recorded in the book of the history
of the kings of Judah? 37 In those days theLordfirst sent against Judah, Rezin, the king of
Aram, and Pekah, the son of Remaliah. 38And Jothamwent to rest with his fathers, and
was put into the earth in the town of David his father; and Ahaz his son became king in
his place.

16
1 In the seventeenth year of Pekah, the son of Remaliah, Ahaz, the son of Jotham,

becameking of Judah. 2Ahazwas twenty years oldwhenhebecameking; hewas ruling
for sixteen years in Jerusalem. He did not do what was right in the eyes of the Lord his
God, as David his father did. 3But he went in the ways of the kings of Israel, and even
made his son go through the fire, copying the disgusting ways of the nations whom the
Lord had sent out of the land before the children of Israel. 4 And he made offerings,
burning them in the high places and on the hills and under every green tree. 5 Then
Rezin, king of Aram, and Pekah, son of Remaliah, king of Israel, came up to Jerusalem
to make war; and they made an attack on Ahaz, shutting him in, but were not able to
overcome him. 6 At that time the king of Edom got Elath back for Edom, and sent the
Jews out of Elath; and the Edomites came back to Elath where they are living to this
day. 7 So Ahaz sent representatives to Tiglath-pileser, king of Assyria, saying, I am your
servant and your son; come to my help against the kings of Aram and Israel who have
taken up arms against me. 8And Ahaz took the silver and goldwhichwere in the house
of the Lord and in the king's store-house, and sent them as an offering to the king of
Assyria. 9And the king of Assyria, in answer to his request, went up against Damascus
and took it, and took its people away as prisoners to Kir, and put Rezin to death. 10Then
King Ahaz went to Damascus for a meeting with Tiglath-pileser, king of Assyria; and
there he saw the altarwhichwas at Damascus; andKing Ahaz sent to Urijah the priest a
copyof the altar, giving thedesign of it andall the details of its structure. 11And from the
copy King Ahaz sent fromDamascus, Urijahmade an altar and had it ready by the time
King Ahaz came back from Damascus. 12And when the king came from Damascus, he
saw the altar; and he went up on it and made an offering on it. 13He made his burned
offering and his meal offering and his drink offering there, draining out the blood of
his peace-offerings on the altar. 14 And the brass altar, which was before the Lord, he
took from the front of the house, from between his altar and the house of the Lord, and
put it on the north side of his altar. 15And King Ahaz gave orders to Urijah the priest,
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saying,Make themorning burned offering and the eveningmeal offering and the king's
burned offering andmeal offering, with the burned offerings of all the people and their
meal offerings and drink offerings, on the great altar, and put on it all the blood of the
burned offerings and of the beasts which are offered; but the brass altar will be for my
use to get directions from the Lord. 16 So Urijah the priest did everything as the king
said 17And King Ahaz took off the sides of the wheeled bases, and took down the great
water-vessel from off the brass oxen which were under it and put it on a floor of stone.
18 ***the house of the Lord, because of the king of Assyria. 19Now the rest of the things
which Ahaz did, are they not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Judah?
20And Ahaz went to rest with his fathers, and was put into the earth with his fathers in
the town of David; and Hezekiah his son became king in his place.

17
1 In the twelfth year of Ahaz, king of Judah, Hoshea, the son of Elah, became king over

Israel in Samaria, ruling for nine years. 2He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, though not
like the kings of Israel before him. 3Against him came up Shalmaneser, king of Assyria,
and Hoshea became his servant and sent him offerings. 4 But Hoshea's broken faith
became clear to the king of Assyria because he had sent representatives to So, king of
Egypt, and did not send his offering to the king of Assyria, as he had done year by year:
so the king of Assyria had him shut up in prison and put in chains. 5 Then the king of
Assyria went through all the land and came up to Samaria, shutting it inwith his forces
for three years. 6 In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria took Samaria, and
took Israel away to Assyria, placing them in Halah and in Habor on the river Gozan,
and in the towns of theMedes. 7And thewrath of the Lord came on Israel because they
had done evil against the Lord their God, who took them out of the land of Egypt from
under the yoke of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and had become worshippers of other gods,
8Living by the rules of thenationswhom theLordhad sent out frombefore the children
of Israel. 9And the childrenof Israel did secretly against theLord theirGod thingswhich
were not right, building high places for themselves in all their towns, from the tower of
thewatchmen to thewalled town. 10Theyputuppillarsof stoneandwoodoneveryhigh
hill andunder every green tree: 11Burning their offerings in all the highplaces, as those
nations did whom the Lord sent away from before them; they did evil things, moving
the Lord to wrath; 12And they made themselves servants of disgusting things, though
the Lord had said, You are not to do this. 13 And he gave witness to Israel and Judah,
by every prophet and seer, saying, Come back from your evil ways, and do my orders
and keep my rules, and be guided by the law which I gave to your fathers and sent to
you bymy servants the prophets. 14And they did not give ear, but became stiff-necked,
like their fathers who had no faith in the Lord their God. 15And they went against his
rules, and the agreementwhich hemadewith their fathers, and his lawswhich he gave
them; they gave themselves up to thingswithout sense or value, andbecame foolish like
the nations round them, of whom the Lord had said, Do not as they do. 16And turning
their backs on all the orders which the Lord had given them, theymade for themselves
images of metal, and the image of Asherah, worshipping all the stars of heaven and
becoming servants to Baal. 17And theymade their sons and their daughters go through
the fire, and they made use of secret arts and unnatural powers, and gave themselves
up to doing evil in the eyes of the Lord, till he was moved to wrath. 18 So the Lord was
very angrywith Israel, andhis facewas turned away from them: only the tribe of Judah
kept its place. 19 (But even Judah did not keep the orders of the Lord their God, butwere
guidedby the ruleswhich Israel hadmade. 20So theLordwouldhavenothing todowith
all the offspring of Israel, and sent trouble on them, and gave them up into the hands
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of their attackers, till he had sent them away from before his face.) 21 For Israel was
broken off from the family of David, and they made Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, king,
who, driving them away from the laws of the Lord, made them do a great sin. 22 And
the children of Israel went on with all the sins which Jeroboam did; they did not keep
themselves from them; 23 Till the Lord put Israel away from before his face, as he had
saidbyallhis servants theprophets. So Israelwas takenaway fromtheir land toAssyria,
to this day. 24 Then the king of Assyria took men from Babylon and from Cuthah and
Avva and Hamath and Sepharvaim, and put them in the towns of Samaria in place of
the children of Israel; so they got Samaria for their heritage, living in its towns. 25Now
when first they were living there they did not give worship to the Lord. So the Lord
sent lions among them, causing the death of some of them. 26So they said to the king of
Assyria, Thenationswhomyouhave takenasprisonersandput in the townsofSamaria,
have no knowledge of the way of the god of the land: so he has sent lions among them,
causing their death, because they have no knowledge of his way. 27 Then the king of
Assyria gave orders, saying, Send there one of the priests whom you took away, and
let him be living there and teaching the people the way of the god of the land. 28 So
one of the priests whom they had taken away as a prisoner from Samaria came back,
and, living in Beth-el, became their teacher in the worship of the Lord. 29 And every
nation made gods for themselves, and put them in the houses of the high places which
the Samaritans had made, every nation in the towns where they were living. 30 The
men of Babylonmade Succoth-benoth, and the men of Cuth made Nergal, and the men
of Hamath made Ashima, 31The Avvites made Nibhaz and Tartak, and the Sepharvites
gave their children to be burned in the fire to Adrammelech andAnammelech, the gods
of Sepharvaim. 32 So they went on worshipping the Lord, and made for themselves,
from among all the people, priests for the high places, tomake offerings for them in the
houses of the high places. 33 They gave worship to the Lord, but they gave honour to
their gods like the nations did from whom they had been taken as prisoners. 34 So to
this day they go on in their oldways, not worshipping the Lord or keeping his orders or
his ways or the law and the rule which the Lord gave to the children of Jacob, to whom
he gave the name Israel; 35And the Lordmade an agreement with them and gave them
orders, saying, You are to have no other gods; you are not to give worship to them or be
their servants or make them offerings: 36But the Lord, who took you out of the land of
Egypt with his great power and his outstretched arm, he is your God, to whom you are
to give worship andmake offerings: 37And the rules and the orders and the lawwhich
he put inwriting for you, you are to keep and do for ever; you are to have no other gods.
38And you are to keep inmemory the agreement which I havemadewith you; and you
are tohavenoother gods. 39Andyouare to giveworship to theLordyourGod; for it is he
who will give you salvation from the hands of all who are against you. 40But they gave
noattention, butwenton in their oldway. 41So thesenations,worshipping theLord, still
were servants to the images they hadmade; their children and their children's children
did the same; as their fathers did, so do they, to this day.

18
1Nowin the thirdyearofHoshea, sonofElah, kingof Israel,Hezekiah, the sonofAhaz,

became king of Judah. 2He was twenty-five years old when he became king, ruling in
Jerusalemfor twenty-nineyears; hismother'snamewasAbi, thedaughterofZechariah.
3Hedidwhatwas right in the eyes of the Lord asDavid his father haddone. 4Hehad the
high places taken away, and the stone pillars broken to bits, and the Asherah cut down;
and thebrass snakewhichMoseshadmadewas crushed topowderathis order, because
in those days the children of Israel had offerings burned before it, and he gave it the
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name Nehushtan. 5He had faith in the Lord, the God of Israel; so that there was no one
like him among all the kings of Judahwhowere before him. 6For his heart was fixed on
theLord, not turning fromhisways, andhedidhis orderswhich theLordgave toMoses.
7And the Lord was with him; he did well in all his undertakings: and he took up arms
against the king of Assyria andwas his servant no longer. 8He overcame the Philistines
as far as Gaza and its limits, from the tower of the watchman to the walled town. 9Now
in the fourth year of KingHezekiah, whichwas the seventh year of Hoshea, son of Elah,
king of Israel, Shalmaneser, king ofAssyria, cameupagainst Samaria, shutting it inwith
his armies. 10And at the end of three years they took it; in the sixth year of Hezekiah's
rule, which was the ninth year of Hoshea, king of Israel, Samaria was taken. 11And the
king of Assyria took Israel away as prisoners into Assyria, placing them in Halah and
in Habor on the river Gozan, and in the towns of the Medes; 12 Because they did not
give ear to the voice of the Lord their God, butwent against his agreement, even against
everything ordered by Moses, the servant of the Lord, and they did not give ear to it
or do it. 13Now in the fourteenth year of king Hezekiah, Sennacherib, king of Assyria,
came up against all the walled towns of Judah and took them. 14 And Hezekiah, king
of Judah, sent to Lachish, to the king of Assyria, saying, I have done wrong; give up
attacking me, and whatever you put on me I will undergo. And the payment he was
to make was fixed by the king of Assyria at three hundred talents of silver and thirty
talents of gold. 15 So Hezekiah gave him all the silver in the house of the Lord, and in
the king's store-house. 16And at that time Hezekiah had the gold from the doors of the
Lord's house, and from the door-pillars plated by him, cut off and gave it to the king
of Assyria. 17 Then the king of Assyria sent the Tartan and the Rab-saris and the Rab-
shakeh fromLachish to Jerusalem, toKingHezekiah,with a strong force. And theywent
up and came to Jerusalem, and took up their position by the stream of the higher pool,
by the highway of the washerman's field. 18 And they sent for the king, and Eliakim,
the son of Hilkiah, whowas over the house, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah, the son of
Asaph, the recorder, came out to them. 19And the Rab-shakeh said to them, Say now to
Hezekiah, These are the words of the great king, the king of Assyria: In what are you
placing your hope? 20 You say you have a design, and strength for war, but these are
only words. Now to whom are you looking for support, that you have gone against my
authority? 21 See, now, you are basing your hope on that broken rod of Egypt, which
will go through a man's hand if he makes use of it for a support; for so is Pharaoh, king
of Egypt, to allwhoput their faith in him. 22And if you say tome, Our hope is in the Lord
our God: is it not he, whose high places and altars Hezekiah has taken away, saying to
Judah and Jerusalem that worship may only be given before this altar in Jerusalem?
23And now, take a chance with my master, the king of Assyria, and I will give you two
thousand horses, if you are able to put horsemen on them. 24How thenmay you put to
shame the least of mymaster's servants? and you have put your hope in Egypt for war-
carriages and horsemen: 25And have I now come up to send destruction on this place
without the Lord's authority? It was the Lord himself who said to me, Go up against
this land and make it waste. 26 Then Eliakim, the son of Hilkiah, and Shebna and Joah
said to the Rab-shakeh, Will you kindly make use of the Aramaean language in talking
to your servants, for we are used to it, and do not make use of the Jews' language in the
hearing of thepeople on thewall. 27But theRab-shakeh said to them, Is it to yourmaster
or to you thatmymaster has sentme to say thesewords? has he not sentme to themen
seated on thewall? for they are the people whowill be short of foodwith youwhen the
town is shut in. 28 Then the Rab-shakeh got up and said with a loud voice in the Jews'
language, Give ear to the words of the great king, the king of Assyria; 29This is what the
king says: Do not be tricked byHezekiah, for there is no salvation for you in him. 30And
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do not let Hezekiahmake you put your faith in the Lord, saying, The Lordwill certainly
keep us safe, and this townwill not be given into the hands of the king of Assyria. 31Do
not give ear to Hezekiah, for this is what the king of Assyria says: Make peace with me
and come out tome; and everyonewill be free to take the fruit of his vine and of his fig-
tree, and the water of his spring; 32 Till I come and take you away to a land like yours,
a land of grain and wine, a land of bread and vine-gardens, a land of oil-giving olives
and of honey, so that life and not deathmay be your fate. Give no attention to Hezekiah
whenhe says to you, The Lordwill keepus safe. 33Has any one of the gods of the nations
kept his land from falling into the hands of the king of Assyria? 34Where are the gods
of Hamath and of Arpad? where are the gods of Sepharvaim, of Hena and Ivvah? have
they kept Samaria out of my hands? 35Who among all the gods of these countries have
kept their country fromfalling intomyhands, to give cause for the thought that theLord
will keep Jerusalem from falling into my hands? 36But the people kept quiet and gave
him no answer: for the king's order was, Give him no answer. 37Then Eliakim, the son
of Hilkiah, who was over the house, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah, the son of Asaph,
the recorder, came to Hezekiah, with their clothing parted as a sign of grief, and gave
him an account of what the Rab-shakeh had said.

19
1And on hearing it, King Hezekiah took off his robe, and put on haircloth, and went

into the house of the Lord. 2And he sent Eliakim, who was over the house, and Shebna
the scribe, and the chief priests, dressed in haircloth, to Isaiah the prophet, the son
of Amoz. 3 And they said to him, Hezekiah says, This day is a day of trouble and
punishment and shame; for the children are ready to come to birth, but there is no
strength to give birth to them. 4 It may be that the Lord your God will give ear to the
words of the Rab-shakeh, whom the king of Assyria, his master, sent to say evil things
against the living God, and will make his words come to nothing: so then make your
prayer for the rest of the people. 5 So the servants of King Hezekiah came to Isaiah.
6And Isaiah said to them, This is what you are to say to your master: The Lord says, Be
not troubled by the words which the servants of the king of Assyria have said against
me in your hearing. 7See, Iwill put a spirit into him, and badnewswill come to his ears,
and he will go back to his land; and there I will have him put to death by the sword.
8 So the Rab-shakeh went back, and when he got there the king of Assyria was making
war against Libnah, for it had come to his ears that he had gone away from Lachish.
9And when news came to him that Tirhakah, king of Ethiopia, had made an attack on
him, he sent representatives to Hezekiah again, saying, 10 This is what you are to say
to Hezekiah, king of Judah: Let not your God, in whom is your faith, give you a false
hope, saying, Jerusalem will not be given into the hands of the king of Assyria. 11No
doubt the storyhas come to your ears ofwhat thekings ofAssyriahavedone to all lands,
putting them to the curse; andwill you be kept safe? 12Did the gods of the nations keep
safe those onwhommy fathers sent destruction, Gozan andHaran and Rezeph and the
children of Edenwhowere in Telassar? 13Where is the king of Hamath, and the king of
Arpad, and the king of the town of Sepharvaim, of Hena and of Ivvah? 14AndHezekiah
took the letter from the hands of those who had come with it; and after reading it,
Hezekiah went up to the house of the Lord, opening the letter there before the Lord.
15And Hezekiah made his prayer to the Lord, saying, O Lord, the God of Israel, seated
between the winged ones, you only are the God of all the kingdoms of the earth; you
have made heaven and earth. 16Let your ear be turned to us, O Lord, and let your eyes
be open, O Lord, and see; take note of all thewords of Sennacheribwho has sentmen to
say evil against the livingGod. 17Truly, OLord, thekings ofAssyriahavemadewaste the
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nations and their lands, 18And have given their gods to the fire; for they were no gods,
but wood and stone, the work of men's hands; so they have given them to destruction.
19Butnow,OLordourGod, giveus salvation fromhis hands, so that itmaybe clear to all
the kingdomsof the earth that youandonly you, OLord, areGod. 20Then Isaiah, the son
of Amoz, sent to Hezekiah, saying, The Lord, the God of Israel, says, The prayer which
you havemade tome against Sennacherib, king of Assyria, has come tomy ears. 21This
is the word which the Lord has said about him: In the eyes of the virgin daughter of
Zion you are shamed and laughed at; the daughter of Jerusalem hasmade sport of you.
22Againstwhomhaveyousaidevil andbitter things? againstwhomhasyourvoicebeen
loud and your eyes lifted up? even against the Holy One of Israel. 23You have sent your
servants with evil words against the Lord, and have said, With all my war-carriages I
have come up to the top of themountains, to the inmost parts of Lebanon; its tall cedars
will be cut down, and the best trees of its woods; I will come up into his highest places,
into his thick woods. 24 I have made water-holes and taken their waters, and with my
foot I have made all the rivers of Egypt dry. 25Has it not come to your ears how I did it
longbefore, purposing it in times longpast? NowIhavegiveneffect tomydesign, so that
by you strong towns might be turned into masses of broken walls. 26 This is why their
townsmen had no power, they were broken and put to shame; they were like the grass
of the field and the green plant, like grass on the house-tops. 27But I have knowledge of
your getting up and your resting, of your going out and your coming in. 28Because your
wrath against me and your words of pride have come up tomy ears, I will put my hook
in your nose andmy cord in your lips, and Iwillmake you go back by theway you came.
29And this will be the sign to you: you will get your food this year fromwhat comes up
of itself; and in the second year from the produce of the same; and in the third year you
will put in your seed and get in the grain andmake vine-gardens and take of their fruit.
30And those of Judahwho are still living will again take root in the earth and give fruit.
31For from Jerusalem thosewho have been kept safewill go out, and thosewho are still
living will go out of Mount Zion: by the fixed purpose of the Lord of armies this will be
done. 32 For this cause the Lord says about the king of Assyria, He will not come into
this town, or send an arrowagainst it; hewill not comebefore itwith arms, or put up an
earthwork against it; 33By theway he came hewill go back, and hewill not get into this
town, says the Lord. 34For I will keep this town safe, formy honour, and for the honour
of my servant David. 35And that night the angel of the Lord went out and put to death
in the army of the Assyrians a hundred and eighty-five thousand men; and when the
people got up early in the morning, there was nothing to be seen but dead bodies. 36 So
Sennacherib, king of Assyria, went back to his place at Nineveh. 37And it came about,
when he was worshipping in the house of Nisroch his god, that his sons Adrammelech
and Sharezer put him to death with the sword; and they went in flight into the land of
Ararat. And Esar-haddon his son became king in his place.

20
1 In those days Hezekiah was ill and near death. And Isaiah the prophet, the son of

Amoz, came to him, and said to him, The Lord says, Put your house in order, for your
death is near. 2Then, turning his face to thewall, hemadehis prayer to the Lord, saying,
3O Lord, keep in mind how I have been true to you with all my heart, and have done
what is good in your eyes. And Hezekiah gave way to bitter weeping. 4 Now before
Isaiah had gone out of themiddle of the town, theword of the Lord came to him, saying,
5Go back and say to Hezekiah, the ruler of my people, The Lord, the God of David your
father, says, Your prayer has come to my ears, and I have seen your weeping; see, I will
make you well: on the third day you will go up to the house of the Lord. 6 I will give
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you fifteen more years of life; and I will keep you and this town safe from the hands
of the king of Assyria; I will keep this town safe, for my honour, and for the honour
of my servant David. 7 Then Isaiah said, Take a cake of figs. So they took it and put it
on his wound, and he got better. 8And Hezekiah said to Isaiah, What is to be the sign
that the Lord will make me well, and that I will go up to the house of the Lord on the
third day? 9And Isaiah said, This is the sign the Lord will give you, that he will do what
he has said; will the shade go forward ten degrees or back? 10 And Hezekiah said in
answer, It is a simple thing for the shade to go forward; but let it go back ten degrees.
11Then Isaiah the prophetmade prayer to the Lord, and hemade the shade go back ten
degrees from its position on the steps of Ahaz. 12At that time, Merodach-baladan, the
son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent letters with an offering to Hezekiah, because he
had news that Hezekiah had been ill. 13 And Hezekiah was glad at their coming and
let them see all his store of wealth, the silver and the gold and the spices and the oil of
great price, and the house of his arms, and everything therewas in his stores; therewas
nothing in all his house or his kingdom which Hezekiah did not let them see. 14 Then
Isaiah the prophet came to King Hezekiah and said to him,What did thesemen say and
where did they come from? And Hezekiah said, They came from a far country, even
from Babylon. 15And he said, What have they seen in your house? And Hezekiah said
in answer, They saw everything in my house: there is nothing among my stores which
I did not let them see. 16And Isaiah said to Hezekiah, Give ear to the word of the Lord.
17 Truly, days are coming when everything in your house, and whatever your fathers
have put in store till this day, will be taken away to Babylon: all will be gone, says the
Lord. 18And your sons, the offspring of your body, they will take away to be unsexed
servants in the house of the king of Babylon. 19 Then Hezekiah said to Isaiah, Good is
the word of the Lord which you have said. Then he said, ... if in my time there is peace
and righteousness? 20Now the rest of the acts of Hezekiah, and his power, and how he
made the pool and the stream, to take water into the town, are they not recorded in the
book of the history of the kings of Judah? 21AndHezekiahwent to rest with his fathers;
andManasseh his son became king in his place.

21
1Manasseh was twelve years old when he became king; for fifty-five years he was

ruling in Jerusalem; and his mother's name was Hephzi-bah. 2He did evil in the eyes
of the Lord, copying the disgusting ways of those nations whom the Lord had sent out
before the children of Israel. 3He put up again the high places which had been pulled
down byHezekiah his father; hemade altars for Baal, and an Asherah, as Ahab, king of
Israel, had done; he was a worshipper and servant of all the stars of heaven. 4And he
put up altars in the house of the Lord, of which the Lord had said, In Jerusalem will I
put my name. 5And he put up altars for all the stars of heaven in the two outer squares
of the house of the Lord. 6 And he made his son go through the fire, and made use of
secret arts and signs for reading the future; he gave positions to those who had control
of spirits and to wonder-workers; he didmuch evil in the eyes of the Lord, moving him
to wrath. 7He put the image of Asherah which he had made in the house of which the
Lordhad said toDavid and to Solomonhis son, In this house, and in Jerusalem, the town
which I havemademine out of all the tribes of Israel, I will putmy name for ever. 8And
never again will I send the feet of Israel wandering from the land which I gave to their
fathers; if only they will take care to do all my orders, and keep all the law which my
servantMoses gave them. 9But theydidnot give ear; andManassehmade themdomore
evil than those nations did, whom the Lord gave up to destruction before the children
of Israel. 10And the Lord said, by his servants the prophets, 11Because Manasseh, king
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of Judah, has done these disgusting things, doingmore evil than all the Amorites before
him, and making Judah do evil with his false gods, 12 For this cause, says the Lord, the
God of Israel, I will send such evil on Jerusalem and Judah that the ears of all to whom
the news comes will be burning. 13 And over Jerusalem will be stretched the line of
Samaria and the weight of Ahab; Jerusalem will be washed clean as a plate is washed,
and turned over on its face. 14And I will put away fromme the rest of my heritage, and
give themup into the hands of their haters, whowill take their property and their goods
for themselves; 15 Because they have done evil in my eyes, moving me to wrath, from
the day when their fathers came out of Egypt till this day. 16More than this, Manasseh
took the lives of uprightmen, till Jerusalem from one end to the other was full of blood;
in addition to his sin in making Judah do evil in the eyes of the Lord. 17Now the rest
of the acts of Manasseh, and all he did, and his sins, are they not recorded in the book
of the history of the kings of Judah? 18 So Manasseh went to rest with his fathers, and
was put into the earth in the garden of his house, in the garden of Uzza; and Amon his
son became king in his place. 19Amonwas twenty-two years oldwhen he became king,
ruling in Jerusalem for two years; his mother's name was Meshullemeth, the daughter
of Haruz of Jotbah. 20He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, as Manasseh his father had
done. 21He went in all the ways of his father, being a servant and worshipper of the
false gods to which his father had been a servant; 22 Turning away from the Lord, the
God of his fathers, and not walking in his ways. 23 And the servants of Amon made a
secret design against him, and put the king to death in his house. 24 But the people of
the land put to death all those who had taken part in the design against the king, and
made Josiah his son king in his place. 25Now the rest of the acts which Amon did, are
they not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Judah? 26He was put in his
last resting-place in the garden of Uzza, and Josiah his son became king in his place.

22
1 Josiah was eight years old when he became king; and he was ruling in Jerusalem

for thirty-one years; his mother's name was Jedidah, daughter of Adaiah of Bozkath.
2He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, walking in the ways of David his father,
without turning to the right hand or to the left. 3Now in the eighteenth year after he
became king, Josiah sent Shaphan, the son of Azaliah, the son ofMeshullam, the scribe,
to the house of the Lord, saying to him, 4Go up to Hilkiah, the chief priest, and let him
give out the money which is taken into the house of the Lord, which the keepers of the
door have got together from the people; 5And let it be given to the overseers of thework
of the Lord's house, to give to the workmen who are making good what was damaged
in the house of the Lord; 6To the woodworkers and the builders and the stone-cutters;
and for gettingwood and cut stones for the building up of the house. 7Theydid not have
to give any account of the money which was handed to them, for they made use of it
with good faith. 8ThenHilkiah, the chief priest, said to Shaphan the scribe, I havemade
discovery of the book of the law in the house of the Lord. So Hilkiah gave it to Shaphan;
9Then, after reading it, Shaphan the scribewent in to the king and gave him an account
of what had been done, saying, Your servants have given out the money which was in
thehouse, andhavegiven it to theoverseersof theworkof thehouseof theLord. 10Then
Shaphan the scribe said to the king, Hilkiah the priest has givenme a book; and he was
reading it before the king. 11And the king, hearing thewords of the bookof the law, took
his robe in his hands, violently parting it as a sign of his grief; 12And he gave orders to
Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, and Achbor, the son of Micaiah,
and Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah the king's servant, saying, 13Go and get directions
from the Lord forme and for the people and for all Judah, about the words of this book
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which has come to light; for great is the wrath of the Lord which is burning against us,
because our fathers have not given ear to the words of this book, to do all the things
which are recorded in it. 14SoHilkiah the priest, and Ahikam and Achbor and Shaphan
andAsaiah, went toHuldah thewomanprophet, thewife of Shallum, the son of Tikvah,
the son of Harhas, keeper of the robes, (now she was living in Jerusalem, in the second
part of the town;) and they had talkwith her. 15And she said to them, The Lord, the God
of Israel, says, Say to themanwhosentyou tome, 16Theseare thewordsof theLord: See,
I will send evil on this place and on its people, even everything which the king of Judah
has been reading in the book; 17 Because they have given me up, burning offerings to
other gods andmoving me to wrath by all the work of their hands; so mywrath will be
on fire against this place, and will not be put out. 18 But to the king of Judah who sent
you to get directions from the Lord, say, This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, has
said: As to thewordswhich have come to your ears, 19Because your heart was soft, and
youmade yourself low before me, when you had word of what I said against this place
and its people, that theywould become awaste and a curse, and you gave signs of grief,
weeping before me: truly, I have given ear to you, says the Lord. 20For this cause I will
let you go to your fathers and be put in your last resting-place in peace, and your eyes
will not see all the evil which Iwill send on this place. So they took this news back to the
king.

23
1 Then the king sent and got together all the responsible men of Judah and of

Jerusalem. 2And the king went up to the house of the Lord, with all the men of Judah
and all the people of Jerusalem, and the priests and the prophets and all the people,
small and great; and they were present at his reading of the book of the lawwhich had
come to light in the house of the Lord. 3And the king took his place by the pillar, and
made an agreement before the Lord, to go in the way of the Lord, and keep his orders
and his decisions and his rules with all his heart and all his soul, and to keep the words
of the agreement recorded in the book; and all the people gave their word to keep the
agreement. 4 Then the king gave orders to Hilkiah, the chief priest, and to the priests
of the second order, and to the keepers of the door, to take out of the house of the Lord
all the vessels made for Baal and for the Asherah and for all the stars of heaven; and he
had them burned outside Jerusalem in the fields of Kidron, and took the dust of them
to Beth-el. 5And he put an end to the false priests, who had been put in their positions
by the kings of Judah to see to the burning of offerings in the high places in the towns of
Judah and the outskirts of Jerusalem, and all those who made offerings to Baal and to
the sun and themoon and the twelve signs and all the stars of heaven. 6And he took the
Asherah from the house of the Lord, outside Jerusalem to the streamKidron, burning it
by the stream and crushing it to dust, and he put the dust on the placewhere the bodies
of the common people were put to rest. 7And he had the houses pulled down of those
who were used for sex purposes in the house of the Lord, where women were making
robes for the Asherah. 8And hemade all the priests from the towns of Judah come into
Jerusalem, and he made unclean the high places where the priests had been burning
offerings, fromGeba to Beer-sheba; and he had the high places of the evil spirits pulled
down which were by the doorway of Joshua, the ruler of the town, on the left side of
the way into the town. 9 Still the priests of the high places never came up to the altar
of the Lord in Jerusalem; but they took their food of unleavened bread among their
brothers. 10And Topheth, in the valley of the sons of Hinnom, hemade unclean, so that
no man might make his son or his daughter go through the fire to Molech. 11 And he
took away the horses which the kings of Judah had given to the sun, at the way into the
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house of the Lord, by the room of Nathan-melech, the unsexed servant, which was in
the outer part of the building, and the carriages of the sun he put on fire. 12 And the
altars on the roof of the high room of Ahaz, which the kings of Judah had made, and
the altars whichManasseh hadmade in the two outer squares of the house of the Lord,
were pulled down and crushed to bits, and the dust of them was put into the stream
Kidron. 13And the high places before Jerusalem, on the south side of the mountain of
destruction, which Solomon, king of Israel, hadmade for Ashtoreth, the disgusting god
of the Zidonians, and for Chemosh, the disgusting god of Moab, and for Milcom, the
disgusting god of the children of Ammon, the king made unclean. 14 The stone pillars
were broken to bits and thewood pillars cut down, and the placeswhere they had been
were made full of the bones of the dead. 15And the altar at Beth-el, and the high place
put up by Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, whomade Israel do evil, that altar and that high
place were pulled down; and the high place was burned and crushed to dust and the
Asherah was burned. 16 Then Josiah, turning round, saw on the mountain the places
of the dead, and he sent and had the bones taken out of their places and burned on the
altar, somaking it unclean, as the Lord had said by theman of Godwhen Jeroboamwas
in his place by the altar on that feast-day. And he, turning his eyes to the resting-place
of theman of Godwho had givenword of these things, said: 17What is that headstone I
see over there? And the men of the town said to him, It is the resting-place of the man
of God who came from Judah and gave word of all these things which you have done
to the altar of Beth-el. 18 So he said, Let him be; let not his bones be moved. So they let
his bones bewith the bones of the prophetwho came fromSamaria. 19Then Josiah took
away all the houses of the high places in the towns of Samaria, which the kings of Israel
had put up, moving the Lord to wrath, and he did with them as he had done in Beth-el.
20And all the priests of the high places there he put to death on the altars, burning the
bones of the dead on them; and then he went back to Jerusalem. 21And the king gave
orders to all the people, saying, Keep the Passover to the Lord your God, as it says in this
book of the law. 22Truly, such a Passover had not been kept in all the days of the judges
of Israel or of thekings of Israel or thekings of Judah; 23 In the eighteenthyearof the rule
of King Josiah this Passoverwas kept to the Lord in Jerusalem. 24And all thosewho had
control of spirits, and the wonder-workers, and the images, and the false gods, and all
the disgusting things whichwere seen in the land of Judah and in Jerusalem, Josiah put
away, so that he might give effect to the words of the agreement recorded in the book
whichHilkiah thepriestmadediscovery of in thehouse of theLord. 25Neverbeforehad
therebeenaking likehim, turning to theLordwith all his heart andwith all his soul and
with all his power, as the law of Moses says; and after him there was no king like him.
26But still the heat of the Lord's wrath was not turned back from Judah, because of all
Manasseh had done in moving him to wrath. 27 And the Lord said, I will send Judah
away from before my face, as I have sent Israel; I will have nothing more to do with
this town, which I hadmademine, even Jerusalem, and the holy house of which I said,
My name will be there. 28Now the rest of the acts of Josiah, and all he did, are they not
recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Judah? 29 In his days, Pharaoh-necoh,
king of Egypt, sent his armies against the king of Assyria to the river Euphrates; and
King Josiah went out against him; and he put him to death at Megiddo, when he had
seen him. 30And his servants took his body in a carriage from Megiddo to Jerusalem,
and put him into the earth there. And the people of the land took Jehoahaz, the son of
Josiah, and put the holy oil on him andmade him king in place of his father. 31 Jehoahaz
was twenty-three years oldwhenhebecameking, ruling in Jerusalem for threemonths;
his mother's name was Hamutal, the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. 32He did evil in
the eyes of the Lord, as his fathers had done. 33And Pharaoh-necoh put him in chains at
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Riblah in the land of Hamath, so that he might not be king in Jerusalem; and took from
the land a tax of a hundred talents of silver and a talent of gold. 34Then Pharaoh-necoh
made Eliakim, the son of Josiah, king in place of Josiah his father, changing his name
to Jehoiakim; but Jehoahaz he took away to Egypt, where he was till his death. 35And
Jehoiakim gave the silver and gold to Pharaoh, taxing the land by his orders to get the
money; the people of the land had to give silver and gold, everyone as he was taxed,
to make the payment to Pharaoh-necoh. 36 Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old when
he became king; he was ruling in Jerusalem for eleven years; his mother's name was
Zebidah, the daughter of Pedaiah of Rumah. 37He did evil in the eyes of the Lord as his
fathers had done.

24
1 In his days, Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, came up and Jehoiakim was his

servant for three years; then he took up arms against him. 2And the Lord sent against
him bands of the Chaldaeans and of the Edomites and of the Moabites and of the
children of Ammon; sending them against Judah for its destruction, as he had said by
his servants the prophets. 3Only by the word of the Lord did this fate come on Judah,
to take them away from before his face; because of the sins of Manasseh and all the
evil he did; 4And because of the death of those who had done no wrong, for he made
Jerusalem full of the blood of the upright; and the Lord had no forgiveness for it. 5Now
the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim, and all he did, are they not recorded in the book of
the history of the kings of Judah? 6 So Jehoiakim went to rest with his fathers; and
Jehoiachin his son became king in his place. 7And the king of Egypt did not come out
of his land again, for the king of Babylon had taken all his country, from the stream of
Egypt to the river Euphrates. 8 Jehoiachinwas eighteen years oldwhenhe becameking,
hewas ruling in Jerusalem for threemonths, and hismother's namewas Nehushta, the
daughter of Elnathan of Jerusalem. 9He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, as his father
had done. 10 At that time the armies of Nebuchadnezzar came up to Jerusalem and
the town was shut in on every side. 11 And Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, came
there, while his servants were shutting in the town; 12 Then Jehoiachin, king of Judah,
went out to the king of Babylon, with his mother and his servants and his chiefs and
his unsexed servants; and in the eighth year of his rule the king of Babylon took him.
13And he took away all the stored wealth of the Lord's house, and the goods from the
king's store-house, cutting up all the gold vessels which Solomon, king of Israel, had
made in the house of the Lord, as the Lord had said. 14And he took away all the people
of Jerusalem and all the chiefs and all the men of war, ten thousand prisoners; and all
the expert workmen and the metal-workers; only the poorest sort of the people of the
landwere not taken away. 15He took Jehoiachin a prisoner to Babylon, with hismother
and his wives and his unsexed servants and the great men of the land; he took them
all as prisoners from Jerusalem to Babylon. 16And all the men of war, seven thousand
of them, and a thousand expert workmen and metal-workers, all of them strong and
able to take up arms, the king of Babylon took away as prisoners into Babylon. 17And
the king of Babylon made Mattaniah, his father's brother, king in place of Jehoiachin,
changing his name to Zedekiah. 18Zedekiahwas twenty-one years oldwhen he became
king, and he was king in Jerusalem for eleven years; his mother's name was Hamutal,
daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. 19He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, as Jehoiakim had
done. 20And because of the wrath of the Lord, this came about in Jerusalem and Judah,
till he had sent them all away from before him: and Zedekiah took up arms against the
king of Babylon.
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25
1Now in the ninth year of his rule, on the tenth day of the tenthmonth, Nebuchadnez-

zar, king of Babylon, came against Jerusalemwith all his army and took up his position
before it, building earthworks all round the town. 2And the town was shut in by their
forces till the eleventh year of King Zedekiah. 3 Now on the ninth day of the fourth
month, the store of food in the town was almost gone, so that there was no food for
the people of the land. 4 So an opening was made in the wall of the town, and all the
men of war went in flight by night through the doorway between the two walls which
was by the king's garden; (now the Chaldaeans were stationed round the town:) and
the king went by the way of the Arabah. 5But the Chaldaean army went after the king,
and overtook him in the lowlands of Jericho, and all his army went in flight from him
in every direction. 6 And they made the king a prisoner and took him up to the king
of Babylon at Riblah to be judged. 7And they put the sons of Zedekiah to death before
his eyes, and then they put out his eyes, and chaining himwith iron bands, took him to
Babylon. 8Now in the fifth month, on the seventh day of the month, in the nineteenth
year of Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, Nebuzaradan, the captain of the armedmen,
a servant of the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem; 9And he had the house of the Lord
and the king's house and all the houses of Jerusalem, even every great house, burned
with fire; 10And the walls round Jerusalemwere broken down by the Chaldaean army
which was with the captain. 11 And the rest of the people who were still in the town,
and all thosewho had given themselves up to the king of Babylon, and all the rest of the
workmen, Nebuzaradan, the captain of the armed men, took away as prisoners; 12But
he let the poorest of the land go on living there, to take care of the vines and the fields.
13And the brass pillars in the house of the Lord, and the wheeled bases, and the great
brass water-vessel in the house of the Lord, were broken up by the Chaldaeans, who
took the brass to Babylon. 14And the pots and the spades and the scissors for the lights
and the spoons, andall thebrass vessels used in theLord's house, they tookaway. 15And
the fire-trays and the basins; the gold of the gold vessels and the silver of the silver
vessels, were all taken away by the captain of the armed men. 16 The two pillars, the
greatwater-vessel and thewheeledbases,whichSolomonhadmade for thehouseof the
Lord: thebrass of all thesevesselswaswithoutweight. 17Oneof thepillarswas eighteen
cubits high, with a crown of brass on it; the crownwas three cubits high, circled with a
networkandapplesall ofbrass; and thesecondpillarhad thesame. 18Andthecaptainof
the armedmen took Seraiah, the chief priest, and Zephaniah, the second priest, and the
threedoor-keepers; 19And from the townhe took theunsexed servantwhowasover the
men of war, and five of the king's near friends who were in the town, and the scribe of
the captain of the army, whowas responsible for getting the people of the land together
inmilitary order, and sixtymenof the people of the landwhowere in the town. 20These
Nebuzaradan, the captain of the armed men, took with him to the king of Babylon at
Riblah. 21And the king of Babylon put them to death at Riblah in the land of Hamath.
So Judah was taken away prisoner from his land. 22 As for the people who were still
living in the land of Judah, whomNebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, did not take away,
he made Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, ruler over them. 23 Now
the captains of the armed forces, hearing that the king of Babylon had made Gedaliah
ruler, came with their men to Gedaliah at Mizpah; Ishmael, the son of Nethaniah, and
Johanan, the son of Kareah, and Seraiah, the son of Tanhumeth the Netophathite, and
Jaazaniah, the son of the Maacathite, came with all their men. 24 Then Gedaliah gave
his oath to them and their men, saying, Have no fear because of the servants of the
Chaldaeans; go on living in the landunder the rule of the king of Babylon, and allwill be
well. 25But in the seventhmonth, Ishmael, the son of Nethaniah, the son of Elishama, of
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the king's seed, came with ten men and made an attack on Gedaliah, causing his death
and the death of the Jews and the Chaldaeans who were with him at Mizpah. 26 Then
all the people, small and great, and the captains of the forces, got up and went away to
Egypt, for fearof theChaldaeans. 27And in the thirty-seventhyearafter Jehoiachin, king
of Judah, had been taken prisoner, in the twelfth month, on the twenty-seventh day of
themonth, Evil-merodach, king of Babylon, in the first year of his rule, took Jehoiachin,
king of Judah, out of prison; 28And said kindwords to him, and put his seat higher than
the seats of the other kings who were with him in Babylon. 29And his prison clothing
was changed, and he was a guest at the king's table every day for the rest of his life.
30And for his food, the king gave him a regular amount every day for the rest of his life.
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The First Book of Chronicles
1Adam, Seth, Enosh; 2Kenan,Mahalalel, Jared, 3Enoch,Methuselah, Lamech; 4Noah,

Shem,Ham, and Japheth. 5The sonsof Japheth: GomerandMagogandMadai and Javan
and Tubal and Meshech and Tiras. 6 And the sons of Gomer: Ashkenaz and Diphath
and Togarmah. 7 And the sons of Javan: Elishah and Tarshish, Kittim and Rodanim.
8 The sons of Ham: Cush and Egypt, Put and Canaan. 9And the sons of Cush: Seba and
Havilah and Sabta andRaama and Sabteca. And the sons of Raamah: Sheba andDedan.
10And Cush was the father of Nimrod: he was the first to be a great man in the earth.
11 And Egypt was the father of the Ludim and the Anamim and the Lehabim and the
Naphtuhim 12 And the Pathrusim and the Casluhim and the Caphtorim (from whom
came the Philistines). 13And Canaan was the father of Zidon, his oldest son, and Heth,
14And the Jebusite and the Amorite and the Girgashite, 15And the Hivite and the Arkite
and the Sinite, 16And the Arvadite and the Zemarite and the Hamathite. 17The sons of
Shem: ElamandAsshur andArpachshadandLudandAramandUzandHul andGether
and Meshech. 18And Arpachshad was the father of Shelah, and Shelah was the father
of Eber. 19And Eber had two sons: the name of the one was Peleg, because in his days
a division was made of the earth; and his brother's name was Joktan. 20 And Joktan
was the father of Almodad and Sheleph and Hazarmaveth and Jerah 21And Hadoram
and Uzal and Diklah 22And Ebal and Abimael and Sheba 23And Ophir and Havilah and
Jobab. All these were the sons of Joktan. 24 Shem, Arpachshad, Shelah, 25 Eber, Peleg,
Reu, 26 Serug, Nahor, Terah, 27Abram (that is Abraham). 28The sons of Abraham: Isaac
and Ishmael. 29 These are their generations: the oldest son of Ishmael, Nebaioth; then
KedarandAdbeel andMibsam, 30MishmaandDumah,Massa,HadadandTema, 31 Jetur,
Naphish, and Kedemah. These are the sons of Ishmael. 32 And the sons of Keturah,
Abraham's servant-wife: she was the mother of Zimran and Jokshan and Medan and
Midian and Ishbak and Shuah. And the sons of Jokshan: Sheba and Dedan. 33And the
sons ofMidian: EphahandEpher andHanoch andAbida andEldaah. All thesewere the
sons of Keturah. 34And Abraham was the father of Isaac. The sons of Isaac: Esau and
Israel. 35 The sons of Esau: Eliphaz, Reuel and Jeush and Jalam and Korah. 36 The sons
of Eliphaz: Teman and Omar, Zephi and Gatam, Kenaz and Timna and Amalek. 37 The
sons of Reuel: Nahath, Zerah, Shammah and Mizzah. 38 And the sons of Seir: Lotan
and Shobal and Zibeon and Anah and Dishon and Ezer and Dishan. 39And the sons of
Lotan: Hori and Homam; and Timna was Lotan's sister. 40 The sons of Shobal: Alian
and Manahath and Ebal, Shephi and Onam. And the sons of Zibeon: Aiah and Anah.
41 The sons of Anah: Dishon. And the sons of Dishon: Hamran and Eshban and Ithran
and Cheran. 42 The sons of Ezer: Bilhan and Zaavan, Jaakan. The sons of Dishan: Uz
and Aran. 43Now these are the kingswhowere ruling in the land of Edom, before there
was any king over Israel: Bela, the son of Beor; his town was named Dinhabah. 44 At
his death, Jobab, the son of Zerah of Bozrah, became king in his place. 45At the death
of Jobab, Husham, from the land of the Temanites, became king in his place. 46And at
the death of Husham, Hadad, the son of Bedad, who overcame Midian in the field of
Moab, became king; his townwas namedAvith. 47And at the death ofHadad, Samlah of
Masrekahbecameking in his place. 48Andat the death of Samlah, Shaul of Rehoboth by
the river became king in his place, 49And at the death of Shaul, Baal-hanan, the son of
Achbor, becameking inhis place. 50Andat thedeath of Baal-hanan,Hadadbecameking
in his place; his townwas named Pai, and his wife's namewasMehetabel, the daughter
of Matred, the daughter of Me-zahab. 51 And Hadad came to his end. Now the chiefs
of Edom were: the chief of Timna, the chief of Aliah, the chief of Jetheth, 52 The chief
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of Oholibamah, the chief of Elah, the chief of Pinon, 53 The chief of Kenaz, the chief of
Teman, the chief of Mibzar, 54 The chief of Magdiel, the chief of Iram. These are the
chiefs of Edom.

2
1These are the sons of Israel: Reuben, Simeon, Levi and Judah, Issachar and Zebulun;

2Dan, Joseph and Benjamin, Naphtali, Gad and Asher. 3The sons of Judah: Er and Onan
and Shelah; these three were his sons by Bathshua, the Canaanite woman. And Er,
Judah's oldest son, did evil in the eyes of the Lord; andhe put him to death. 4AndTamar,
his daughter-in-law, had Perez and Zerah by him. All the sons of Judah were five. 5The
sons of Perez: Hezron andHamul. 6And the sons of Zerah: Zimri and Ethan andHeman
andCalcol andDara; five of them. 7And the sons of Carmi: Achan, the troubler of Israel,
who did wrong about the cursed thing. 8And the son of Ethan: Azariah. 9And the sons
of Hezron, the offspring of his body: Jerahmeel and Ram and Chelubai. 10 And Ram
was the father of Amminadab; and Amminadabwas the father of Nahshon, chief of the
children of Judah; 11And Nahshon was the father of Salma, and Salma was the father
of Boaz, 12 And Boaz was the father of Obed, and Obed was the father of Jesse, 13 And
Jesse was the father of Eliab, his oldest son, and Abinadab, the second, and Shimea, the
third, 14Nethanel, the fourth, Raddai, the fifth, 15Ozem, the sixth, David, the seventh;
16And their sisters were Zeruiah and Abigail. And Zeruiah had three sons: Abishai and
Joab and Asahel. 17And Abigail was themother of Amasa; and the father of Amasawas
Jether the Ishmaelite. 18And Caleb, the son of Hezron, had children by Azubah hiswife,
the daughter of Jerioth; and these were her sons: Jesher and Shobab and Ardon. 19And
after the death of Azubah, Caleb took as his wife Ephrath, who was the mother of Hur.
20 And Hur was the father of Uri; and Uri was the father of Bezalel. 21 And after that,
Hezronhad connectionwith the daughter ofMachir, the father of Gilead,whomhe took
as his wife when he was sixty years old; and she had Segub by him. 22And Segub was
the father of Jair, who had twenty-three towns in the land of Gilead. 23And Geshur and
Aram took the tent-towns of Jair from them, with Kenath and the small places round it,
even sixty towns. All thesewere the sons ofMachir, the father of Gilead. 24And after the
death of Hezron, Caleb had connection with Ephrath, his father Hezron's wife, and she
gave birth to his sonAsshur, the father of Tekoa. 25And the sons of Jerahmeel, the oldest
son ofHezron, were Ram, the oldest, and Bunah andOren andOzemandAhijah. 26And
Jerahmeel had another wife, whose name was Atarah: she was the mother of Onam.
27 And the sons of Ram, the oldest son of Jerahmeel, were Maaz and Jamin and Eker.
28And the sons of Onamwere Shammai and Jada; and the sons of Shammai: Nadab and
Abishur. 29And the name of Abishur's wife was Abihail; and she had Ahban andMolid
by him. 30And the sons of Nadab: Seled and Appaim; but Seled came to his endwithout
sons. 31And the sons of Appaim: Ishi. And the sons of Ishi: Sheshan. And the sons of
Sheshan: Ahlai. 32And the sons of Jada, the brother of Shammai: Jether and Jonathan;
and Jether came to his end without sons. 33And the sons of Jonathan: Peleth and Zaza.
These were the sons of Jerahmeel. 34 Now Sheshan had no sons, but only daughters.
And Sheshan had an Egyptian servant, whose namewas Jarha. 35And Sheshan gave his
daughter to Jarha, his servant, as a wife; and she had Attai by him. 36And Attai was the
father of Nathan, and Nathan was the father of Zabad, 37And Zabad was the father of
Ephlal, and Ephlal was the father of Obed, 38AndObedwas the father of Jehu, and Jehu
was the father of Azariah, 39 And Azariah was the father of Helez, and Helez was the
father of Eleasah, 40 And Eleasah was the father of Sismai, and Sismai was the father
of Shallum, 41 And Shallum was the father of Jekamiah, and Jekamiah was the father
of Elishama. 42 And the sons of Caleb, the brother of Jerahmeel, were Mareshah, his
oldest son, who was the father of Ziph and Hebron. 43And the sons of Hebron: Korah
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and Tappuah and Rekemand Shema. 44And Shemawas the father of Raham, the father
of Jorkeam, and Rekem was the father of Shammai. 45 And the son of Shammai was
Maon; and Maon was the father of Beth-zur. 46 And Ephah, Caleb's servant-wife, had
Haran and Moza and Gazez; and Haran was the father of Gazez. 47 And the sons of
Jahdai: Regem and Jotham and Geshan and Pelet and Ephah and Shaaph. 48Maacah,
Caleb's servant-wife, was themother of Sheber andTirhanah, 49And Shaaph, the father
of Madmannah, Sheva, the father of Machbena and the father of Gibea; and Caleb's
daughter was Achsah. These were the sons of Caleb. 50 The sons of Hur, the oldest son
of Ephrathah; Shobal, the father of Kiriath-jearim, 51 Salma, the father of Beth-lehem,
Hareph, the father of Beth-gader. 52And Shobal, the father of Kiriath-jearim, had sons:
Haroeh, half of theManahathites. 53And the families of Kiriath-jearim: the Ithrites and
the Puthites and the Shumathites and the Mishraites; from them came the Zorathites
and the Eshtaolites. 54 The sons of Salma: Beth-lehem and the Netophathites, Atroth-
beth-Joab and half of the Manahathites, the Zorites. 55And the families of scribes who
were living at Jabez: the Tirathites, the Shimeathites, the Sucathites. These are the
Kenites, the offspring of Hammath, the father of the family of Rechab.

3
1Now these were David's sons, whose birth took place in Hebron: the oldest Amnon,

by Ahinoam of Jezreel; the second Daniel, by Abigail the Carmelite woman; 2 The
third Absalom, the son of Maacah, the daughter of Talmai, king of Geshur; the fourth
Adonijah, the son of Haggith; 3 The fifth Shephatiah, by Abital; the sixth Ithream, by
Eglah his wife. 4He had six sons in Hebron; he was ruling there for seven years and
six months, and in Jerusalem for thirty-three years. 5 And in Jerusalem he had four
sons, Shimea and Shobab and Nathan and Solomon, by Bath-shua, the daughter of
Ammiel; 6And Ibhar and Elishama and Eliphelet 7And Nogah and Nepheg and Japhia
8 And Elishama and Eliada and Eliphelet, nine. 9 All these were the sons of David, in
addition to the sons of his servant-wives; and Tamar was their sister. 10And Solomon's
son was Rehoboam, Abijah was his son, Asa his son, Jehoshaphat his son, 11 Joram his
son, Ahaziah his son, Joash his son, 12 Amaziah his son, Azariah his son, Jotham his
son, 13 Ahaz his son, Hezekiah his son, Manasseh his son, 14 Amon his son, Josiah his
son. 15 And the sons of Josiah: the oldest Johanan, the second Jehoiakim, the third
Zedekiah, the fourth Shallum. 16And the sons of Jehoiakim: Jeconiah his son, Zedekiah
his son. 17And the sons of Jeconiah, who was taken prisoner: Shealtiel his son, 18And
Malchiram and Pedaiah and Shenazzar, Jekamiah, Hoshama and Nedabiah. 19And the
sons of Pedaiah: Zerubbabel and Shimei; and the sons of Zerubbabel: Meshullam and
Hananiah; and Shelomith was their sister; 20 And Hashubah and Ohel and Berechiah
and Hasadiah, Jushab-hesed, five. 21And the sons of Hananiah: Pelatiah and Jeshaiah;
the sons of Rephaiah, the sons of Arnan, the sons of Obadiah, the sons of Shecaniah.
22 And the sons of Shecaniah: Shemaiah; and the sons of Shemaiah: Hattush and Igal
and Bariah and Neariah and Shaphat, six. 23 And the sons of Neariah: Elioenai and
Hizkiah and Azrikam, three. 24 And the sons of Elioenai: Hodaviah and Eliashib and
Pelaiah and Akkub and Johanan and Delaiah and Anani, seven.

4
1The sons of Judah: Perez, Hezron and Carmi and Hur and Shobal. 2And Reaiah, the

sonof Shobal, was the father of Jahath; and Jahathwas the father of Ahumai andLahad.
These are the families of the Zorathites. 3And these were the sons of Hur, the father of
Etam: Jezreel and Ishma and Idbash, and the name of their sister was Hazzelelponi;
4 And Penuel, the father of Gedor, and Ezer, the father of Hushah. These are the sons
of Hur, the oldest son of Ephrathah, the father of Beth-lehem. 5And Ashhur, the father
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of Tekoa, had two wives, Helah and Naarah. 6And Naarah had Ahuzzam by him, and
Hepher and Temeni andHaahashtari. Thesewere the sons of Naarah. 7And the sons of
Helah were Zereth, Izhar and Ethnan. 8And Koz was the father of Anub and Zobebah,
and the families of Aharhel the son of Harum. 9And Jabezwas honouredmore than his
brothers; but his mother had given him the name Jabez, saying, Because I gave birth
to him with sorrow. 10 And Jabez made a prayer to the God of Israel, saying, If only
you would truly give me a blessing, andmake wider the limits of my land, and let your
hand be with me, and keep me from evil, so that I may not be troubled by it! And God
gave himhis desire. 11And Chelub, the brother of Shuhah, was the father ofMehir, who
was the father of Eshton. 12 And Eshton was the father of Bethrapha and Paseah and
Tehinnah, the father of Ir-nahash. These are themenofRecah. 13And the sons ofKenaz:
Othniel and Seraiah; and the sons of Othniel: Hathath. 14AndMeonothaiwas the father
of Ophrah; and Seraiah was the father of Joab, the father of Ge-harashim; they were
expert workmen. 15And the sons of Caleb, the son of Jephunneh: Iru, Elah, and Naam;
and the son of Elah: Kenaz. 16 And the sons of Jehallelel: Ziph and Ziphah, Tiria and
Asarel. 17And the sons of Ezrah: Jether and Mered and Epher and Jalon; and these are
the sons of Bithiah, the daughter of Pharaoh, the wife of Mered. And she became the
mother of Miriam and Shammai and Ishbah, the father of Eshtemoa. 18 And his wife,
a woman of the tribe of Judah, became the mother of Jered, the father of Gedor, and
Heber, the father of Soco, and Jekuthiel, the father of Zanoah. 19And the sons of thewife
of Hodiah, the sister of Naham, were the father of Keilah the Garmite, and Eshtemoa
the Maacathite. 20And the sons of Shimon: Amnon and Rinnah, Ben-hanan and Tilon.
And the sons of Ishi: Zoheth; and the son of Zoheth. ... 21The sons of Shelah, the son of
Judah: Er, the father of Lecah, and Laadah, the father of Mareshah, and the families of
those who made delicate linen, of the family of Ashbea; 22And Jokim, and the men of
Cozeba, and Joash and Saraph, whowere rulers inMoab, andwent back to Beth-lehem.
And the records are very old. 23 These were the potters, and the people living among
planted fieldswithwalls round them; theywere there to do the king's work. 24The sons
of Simeon: Nemuel and Jamin, Jarib, Zerah, Shaul; 25 Shallum his son, Mibsam his son,
Mishmahis son. 26AndthesonsofMishma: Hammuelhis son, Zaccurhis son, Shimeihis
son. 27AndShimei had sixteen sons and six daughters, but his brothers had only a small
number of children, and their family was not as fertile as the children of Judah. 28And
they were living at Beer-sheba and Moladah and Hazar-shual, 29And at Bilhah, and at
Ezem, and at Tolad, 30 And at Bethuel, and at Hormah, and at Ziklag, 31 And at Beth-
marcaboth, and at Hazarsusim, and at Beth-biri, and at Shaaraim. These were their
towns till David became king. 32And their small towns were Etam, Ain, Rimmon, and
Tochen and Ashan, five towns; 33And all the small places round these towns, as far as
Baalath-beer, the high place of the South. These were their living-places, and they have
lists of their generations. 34AndMeshobaband Jamlechand Joshah, the sonofAmaziah,
35 And Joel and Jehu, the son of Joshibiah, the son of Seraiah, the son of Asiel, 36 And
Elioenai and Jaakobah and Jeshohaiah and Asaiah and Adiel and Jesimiel and Benaiah,
37And Ziza, the son of Shiphi, the son of Allon, the son of Jedaiah, the son of Shimri, the
son of Shemaiah; 38 These, whose names are given, were chiefs in their families, and
their families becamevery great in number. 39And theywent to the opening intoGedor,
as far as the east side of the valley, in search of grass-land for their flocks. 40And they
came to some good fertile grass-land, in a wide quiet country of peace-loving people;
for the people who were living there before were of the offspring of Ham. 41And these
whosenames are given came in thedays ofHezekiah, king of Judah, andmadeanattack
on theMeunimwhowere living there, and put an end to them to this day, and took their
place, because therewas grass there for their flocks. 42And some of them, five hundred
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of the sons of Simeon, went to the hill-country of Seir, with Pelatiah and Neariah and
Rephaiah and Uzziel, the sons of Ishi, at their head. 43And they put to death the rest of
the Amalekites who had got away safely, andmade it their living-place to this day.

5
1 And the sons of Reuben, the oldest son of Israel, (for he was the oldest son, but,

because he made his father's bride-bed unclean, his birthright was given to the sons
of Joseph, the son of Israel; but he is not to be given the place of the oldest. 2 Though
Judah became stronger than his brothers, and from him came the ruler, the birthright
was Joseph's:) 3The sons of Reuben, the oldest son of Israel: Hanoch and Pallu, Hezron
and Carmi. 4 The sons of Joel: Shemaiah his son, Gog his son, Shimei his son, 5Micah
his son, Reaiah his son, Baal his son, 6 Beerah his son, whom Tiglath-pileser, king of
Assyria, took away as a prisoner: he was chief of the Reubenites. 7 And his brothers
by their families, when the list of their generations was made up: the chief, Jeiel, and
Zechariah, 8And Bela, the son of Azaz, the son of Shema, the son of Joel, whowas living
in Aroer, as far as Nebo and Baal-meon; 9 And to the east his limits went as far as the
starting point of thewaste land, ending at the river Euphrates, because their cattlewere
increased in number in the land of Gilead. 10And in the days of Saul theymade war on
the Hagarites, and overcame them; and they put up their tents through all the land east
of Gilead. 11 And the sons of Gad were living opposite to them, in the land of Bashan
as far as Salecah: 12 Joel the chief, and Shapham the second, and Janai and Shaphat in
Bashan; 13 And their brothers, the men of their family: Michael and Meshullam and
Sheba and Jorai and Jacan and Zia and Eber, seven of them. 14 These were the sons of
Abihail, the son of Huri, the son of Jaroah, the son of Gilead, the son of Michael, the son
of Jeshishai, the son of Jahdo, the son of Buz; 15Ahi, the son of Abdiel, the son of Guni,
head of their families. 16 And they were living in Gilead in Bashan, in its small towns
and in all the grass-land of Sirion as far as its limits. 17All these were listed under the
namesof their families, in the timeof Jotham,kingof Judah, and in the timeof Jeroboam,
king of Israel. 18 There were forty-four thousand, seven hundred and sixty of the sons
of Reuben and of the Gadites and of the half-tribe of Manasseh, all strong men, expert
in the use of the body-cover, the sword, and the bow, and in the art of war, all able to
take up arms. 19 And they went to war against the Hagarites, with Jetur and Naphish
andNodab. 20And theywere helped against them, so that theHagarites, and thosewith
them, were given into their power. For they sent up prayers to God in the fight, and
he gave ear to them, because they put their faith in him. 21 And they took away their
cattle: fifty thousand camels, two hundred and fifty thousand sheep, and two thousand
asses, and a hundred thousand men. 22And a very great number went to their death,
because thewarwasGod's purpose. And theywent on living in their place till theywere
taken away as prisoners. 23And themenof the half-tribe ofManassehwere living in the
land: and their numbers were increased till all the land from Bashan to Baal-hermon
and Senir and the mountain Hermon was theirs. 24And these were the heads of their
families: Epher and Ishi and Eliel and Azriel and Jeremiah and Hodaviah and Jahdiel,
men of war, of great name, heads of families. 25 And they did evil against the God of
their fathers, worshipping the gods of the people of the land, whom God had put to
destruction before them. 26And the God of Israel put an impulse into the heart of Pul,
kingofAssyria, andofTiglath-pileser, kingofAssyria,who took themawayasprisoners,
all the Reubenites and the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh, to Halah and Habor
and Hara and to the river of Gozan, to this day.

6
1 The sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. 2And the sons of Kohath: Amram,
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Izhar, Hebron, andUzziel. 3And the sons of Amram: Aaron andMoses andMiriam. And
the sons of Aaron: Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. 4 Eleazar was the father of
Phinehas; Phinehas was the father of Abishua; 5And Abishua was the father of Bukki,
and Bukki was the father of Uzzi, 6And Uzzi was the father of Zerahiah, and Zerahiah
was the father of Meraioth; 7Meraioth was the father of Amariah, and Amariah was
the father of Ahitub, 8 And Ahitub was the father of Zadok, and Zadok was the father
of Ahimaaz, 9 And Ahimaaz was the father of Azariah, and Azariah was the father of
Johanan, 10And Johanan was the father of Azariah, (he was priest in the house which
Solomon put up in Jerusalem:) 11And Azariahwas the father of Amariah, and Amariah
was the father of Ahitub, 12 And Ahitub was the father of Zadok, and Zadok was the
father of Shallum, 13And Shallumwas the father of Hilkiah, and Hilkiahwas the father
of Azariah, 14 And Azariah was the father of Seraiah, and Seraiah was the father of
Jehozadak; 15And Jehozadak went as a prisoner when the Lord took away Judah and
Jerusalem by the hand of Nebuchadnezzar. 16 The sons of Levi; Gershom, Kohath, and
Merari. 17And these are the names of the sons of Gershom: Libni and Shimei. 18And
the sons of Kohath were Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel. 19 The sons of Merari:
Mahli and Mushi. And these are the families of the Levites listed by the names of their
fathers. 20Of Gershom: Libni his son, Jahath his son, Zimmah his son, 21 Joah his son,
Iddo his son, Zerah his son, Jeatherai his son. 22 The sons of Kohath: Amminadab his
son, Korah his son, Assir his son, 23Elkanah his son, and Ebiasaph his son, and Assir his
son, 24 Tahath his son, Uriel his son, Uzziah his son, and Shaul his son. 25And the sons
of Elkanah: Amasai and Ahimoth. 26 Elkanah his son: Zophai his son, and Nahath his
son, 27Eliab his son, Jeroham his son, Elkanah his son, Samuel his son. 28And the sons
of Samuel: the oldest Joel, and the second Abiah. 29The sons of Merari: Mahli, Libni his
son, Shimei his son, Uzzah his son, 30 Shimea his son, Haggiah his son, Asaiah his son.
31And these are those whom David made responsible for the music in the house of the
Lord, after the ark had rest. 32 They gave worship with songs before the House of the
Tent of meeting, till Solomon put up the house of the Lord in Jerusalem; and they took
their places for their work in their regular order. 33 And these are those who did this
work, and their sons. Of the sons of the Kohathites: Heman, whomademelody, the son
of Joel, the son of Samuel, 34 The son of Elkanah, the son of Jeroham, the son of Eliel,
the son of Toah, 35 The son of Zuph, the son of Elkanah, the son of Mahath, the son of
Amasai, 36The son of Elkanah, the son of Joel, the son of Azariah, the son of Zephaniah,
37 The son of Tahath, the son of Assir, the son of Ebiasaph, the son of Korah, 38 The son
of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, the son of Israel. 39And his brother Asaph,
whoseplacewas at his right hand, Asaph, the sonofBerechiah, the sonof Shimea, 40The
son of Michael, the son of Baaseiah, the son of Malchijah, 41The son of Ethni, the son of
Zerah, the sonofAdaiah, 42ThesonofEthan, the sonofZimmah, the sonofShimei, 43The
son of Jahath, the son of Gershom, the son of Levi. 44And on the left their brothers, the
sons ofMerari: Ethan, the son of Kishi, the son of Abdi, the son ofMalluch, 45The son of
Hashabiah, the son of Amaziah, the son of Hilkiah, 46 The son of Amzi, the son of Bani,
the son of Shemer, 47 The son of Mahli, the son of Mushi, the son of Merari, the son of
Levi. 48And theirbrothers theLeviteswereresponsible forall theworkof theTentof the
house of God. 49But Aaron and his sonsmade offerings on the altar of burned offering,
and on the altar of perfume, for all thework of themost holy place, and to take away the
sinof Israel, doing everythingorderedbyMoses, the servant ofGod. 50And these are the
sons of Aaron: Eleazar his son, Phinehas his son, Abishua his son, 51Bukki his son, Uzzi
his son, Zerahiah his son, 52Meraioth his son, Amariah his son, Ahitub his son, 53Zadok
his son, Ahimaaz his son. 54Now these are their living-places, the limits inside which
they were to put up their tents: to the sons of Aaron, of the families of the Kohathites,
because they had the first selection, 55 To them they gave Hebron and its outskirts in
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the land of Judah; 56 But the open country of the town, and the small places round it,
they gave to Caleb, the son of Jephunneh. 57And to the sons of Aaron they gaveHebron,
the town to which men might go in flight and be safe, and Libnah with its outskirts,
and Jattir, and Eshtemoawith its outskirts, 58AndHilenwith its outskirts, Debir with its
outskirts, 59 And Ashan with its outskirts, and Beth-shemesh with its outskirts; 60 And
from the tribe of Benjamin: Gebawith its outskirts, and Alemeth with its outskirts, and
Anathoth with its outskirts. All their towns among their families were thirteen towns.
61And to the rest of the sons ofKohath therewere givenby theLord's decision ten towns
out of the families of the tribe of Ephraim and out of the tribe of Dan and out of the
half-tribe of Manasseh. 62And to the sons of Gershom, by their families, out of the tribe
of Issachar, and out of the tribe of Asher, and out of the tribe of Naphtali, and out of
the tribe of Manasseh in Bashan, thirteen towns. 63And to the sons of Merari, by their
families, twelve townswere givenby the Lord's decision, out of the tribe of Reuben, and
out of the tribe of Gad, and out of the tribe of Zebulun. 64And the children of Israel gave
to the Levites the townswith their outskirts. 65And they gave by the Lord's decision out
of the tribe of the children of Judah, and out of the tribe of the children of Simeon, and
out of the tribe of the children of Benjamin, these townswhose names are given. 66And
to the families of the sons of Kohath were given towns by the Lord's decision out of the
tribe of Ephraim. 67And they gave them the town to which men might go in flight and
be safe, Shechem in the hill-country of Ephraim with its outskirts, and Gezer with its
outskirts, 68And Jokmeam with its outskirts, and Beth-horon with its outskirts, 69And
Aijalon with its outskirts, and Gath-rimmon with its outskirts; 70 And out of the half-
tribe of Manasseh, Aner with its outskirts, and Bileam with its outskirts, for the rest of
the family of the sons of Kohath. 71To the sons of Gershomwere given, out of the family
of the half-tribe of Manasseh, Golan in Bashan with its outskirts, and Ashtaroth with
its outskirts; 72And out of the tribe of Issachar, Kedesh with its outskirts, and Daberath
with its outskirts, 73And Ramoth with its outskirts, and Anemwith its outskirts; 74And
out of the tribe of Asher, Mashal with its outskirts, and Abdon with its outskirts, 75And
Hukokwith its outskirts, andRehobwith its outskirts; 76Andout of the tribe ofNaphtali,
Kedesh inGalileewith its outskirts, andHammonwith its outskirts, andKiriathaimwith
its outskirts. 77To the rest of the Levites, the sons of Merari, were given, out of the tribe
of Zebulun, Rimmono with its outskirts, Tabor with its outskirts; 78 And on the other
side of Jordan, at Jericho, on the east side of Jordan, were given them, out of the tribe of
Reuben, Bezer in the waste land with its outskirts, and Jahzah with its outskirts, 79And
Kedemoth with its outskirts, and Mephaath with its outskirts; 80 And out of the tribe
of Gad, Ramoth in Gilead with its outskirts, and Mahanaim with its outskirts, 81 And
Heshbonwith its outskirts, and Jazer with its outskirts.

7
1 And of the sons of Issachar: Tola and Puah, Jashub and Shimron, four. 2 And the

sons of Tola: Uzzi and Rephaiah and Jeriel and Jahmai and Ibsam and Shemuel, heads
of their families; theyweremen ofwar; in the record of their generations their number
in the time of David was twenty-two thousand, six hundred. 3 And the sons of Uzzi;
Izrahiah; and the sons of Izrahiah: Michael and Obadiah and Joel and Isshiah, five; all
of them chiefs. 4And with them, recorded in generations by their families, were bands
of fighting-men, thirty-six thousand of them, for they had a great number of wives and
sons. 5And there were recorded among all the families of Issachar, great men of war,
eighty-seven thousand. 6 The sons of Benjamin: Bela and Becher and Jediael, three.
7 And the sons of Bela: Ezbon and Uzzi and Uzziel and Jerimoth and Iri, five; heads
of their families, great men of war; there were twenty-two thousand and thirty-four
of them recorded by their families. 8 And the sons of Becher: Zemirah and Joash and
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Eliezer and Elioenai andOmri and Jerimoth and Abijah and Anathoth and Alemeth. All
these were the sons of Becher. 9 And they were recorded by their generations, heads
of their families, great men of war, twenty thousand, two hundred. 10And the sons of
Jediael: Bilhan; and the sons of Bilhan: Jeush and Benjamin and Ehud and Chenaanah
and Zethan and Tarshish and Ahishahar. 11 All these were the sons of Jediael, by the
heads of their families, seventeen thousand, two hundred men of war, able to go out
with the army for war. 12And Shuppim and Huppim. The sons of Dan, Hushim his son,
one. 13The sons ofNaphtali: Jahziel andGuni and Jezer and Shallum, the sons of Bilhah.
14 The sons of Manasseh by his servant-wife, the Aramaean woman: she gave birth to
Machir, the father of Gilead; 15 (And Gilead took a wife, whose name was Maacah, and
his sister's name was Hammoleketh;) and the name of his brother was Zelophehad,
who was the father of daughters. 16 And Maacah, the wife of Gilead, gave birth to a
son to whom she gave the name Peresh; and his brother was named Sheresh; and his
sons were Ulam and Rakem. 17 And the son of Ulam: Bedan. These were the sons of
Gilead, the son of Machir the son of Manasseh. 18And his sister Hammoleketh was the
mother of Ishhod and Abiezer andMahlah. 19And the sons of Shemidawere Ahian and
Shechem and Likhi and Aniam. 20And the sons of Ephraim: Shuthelah and Bered his
son, and Tahath his son, and Eleadah his son, and Tahath his son, 21And Zabad his son,
and Shuthelah his son, andEzer andElead,whom themenof Gath,whohadbeen living
in the land from their birth, put to death, because they came down to take away their
cattle. 22And for a long time Ephraim their father went on weeping for them, and his
brothers came to give him comfort. 23After that, he had connection with his wife, and
she became with child and gave birth to a son, to whom his father gave the name of
Beriah, because trouble had come on his family. 24And his daughter was Sheerah, the
builder of Beth-horon the lower and the higher, andUzzen-sheerah. 25AndRephahwas
his son, and Resheph; his son was Telah, and his son was Tahan; 26 Ladan was his son,
Ammihud his son, Elishama his son, 27Nun his son, Joshua his son. 28 Their heritage
and their living-places were Beth-el and its daughter-towns, and Naaran to the east,
and Gezer to the west, with its daughter-towns, as well as Shechem and its daughter-
towns as far as Azzah and its daughter-towns; 29 And by the limits of the children of
Manasseh, Beth-shean and its daughter-towns, Taanach, Megiddo, and Dor, with their
daughter-towns. In these the children of Joseph, the son of Israel, were living. 30 The
sons of Asher: Imnah and Ishvah and Ishvi and Beriah and Serah, their sister. 31And
the sons of Beriah: Heber and Malchiel, who was the father of Birzaith. 32And Heber
was the father of Japhlet and Shomer and Hotham and Shua, their sister. 33 And the
sons of Japhlet: Pasach and Bimhal and Ashvath. These are the sons of Japhlet. 34And
the sons of Shomer: Ahi and Rohgah, Jehubbah and Aram. 35And the sons of Hotham,
his brother: Zophah and Imna and Shelesh and Amal. 36The sons of Zophah: Suah and
Harnepher and Shual and Beri and Imrah, 37Bezer andHod and Shamma and Shilshah
and Ithran and Beera. 38And the sons of Jether: Jephunneh and Pispah and Ara. 39And
the sons of Ulla: Arah and Hanniel and Rizia. 40 All these were the children of Asher,
heads of their families, specially strong men of war, chiefs of the rulers. They were
recorded in the army for war, twenty-six thousandmen in number.

8
1And Benjamin was the father of Bela his oldest son, Ashbel the second, and Aharah

the third, 2Nohah the fourth, and Rapha the fifth. 3And Bela had sons, Addar and Gera,
the father of Ehud, 4AndAbishua andNaaman andAhoah 5AndGera and Shephuphan
and Huram. 6And these are the sons of Ehud, heads of families of those living in Geba:
Iglaam and Alemeth 7And Naaman and Ahijah and Gera; and Iglaamwas the father of
Uzza and Ahihud. 8And Shaharaim became the father of children in the country of the
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Moabites after driving out Hushim and Beerah his wives; 9And by Hodesh his wife he
became the father of Jobab and Zibia andMesha andMalcam. 10And Jeuz and Shachia
andMirmah. These were his sons, heads of families. 11And Hushim became the father
of Abitub and Elpaal. 12And the sons of Elpaal: Eber andMisham and Shemed (he was
the builder of Ono and Lod and their daughter-towns); 13And Beriah and Shema, who
were heads of the families of those who were living in Aijalon, who put to flight the
people living inGath; 14And their brothers Shashak and Jeremoth. 15AndZebadiah and
Arad and Eder 16AndMichael and Ishpah and Joha, the sons of Beriah; 17And Zebadiah
andMeshullam and Hizki and Heber 18And Ishmerai and Izliah and Jobab, the sons of
Elpaal; 19And Jakim and Zichri and Zabdi 20And Elienai and Zillethai and Eliel 21And
Adaiah and Beraiah and Shimrath, the sons of Shimei; 22 And Ishpan and Eber and
Eliel 23And Abdon and Zichri and Hanan 24And Hananiah and Elam and Anathothijah
25And Iphdeiah andPenuel, the sons of Shashak; 26AndShamsherai and Shehariah and
Athaliah 27And Jaareshiah and Elijah and Zichri, the sons of Jeremoth. 28 These were
heads of families in their generations; chiefmen: thesewere living in Jerusalem. 29And
in Gibeonwas living the father of Gibeon, Jeiel, whose wife's namewasMaacah; 30And
his oldest son Abdon, and Zur and Kish and Baal and Ner and Nadab 31And Gedor and
Ahio and Zechariah and Mikloth. 32And Mikloth was the father of Shimeah. And they
were livingwith their brothers in Jerusalemopposite their brothers. 33AndNerwas the
father ofAbner, andKishwas the father of Saul, andSaulwas the father of Jonathanand
Malchi-shua and Abinadab and Eshbaal. 34 And the son of Jonathan was Merib-baal;
and Merib-baal was the father of Micah. 35And the sons of Micah: Pithon and Melech
and Tarea and Ahaz. 36And Ahaz was the father of Jehoaddah; and Jehoaddah was the
father of Alemeth and Azmaveth and Zimri; and Zimri was the father of Moza; 37And
Mozawas the father of Binea: Raphahwas his son, Eleasah his son, Azel his son; 38And
Azel had five sons, whose names are: Azrikam, his oldest, and Ishmael and Sheariah
and Obadiah and Hanan. All these were the sons of Azel. 39And the sons of Eshek his
brother: Ulam his oldest son, Jeush the second, and Eliphelet the third. 40And the sons
of Ulam were men of war, bowmen, and had a great number of sons and sons' sons, a
hundred and fifty. All these were the sons of Benjamin.

9
1 So all Israel was listed by their families; and, truly, they are recorded in the book

of the kings of Israel. And Judah was taken away as prisoners to Babylon because of
their sin. 2Now the first to take up their heritage in their townswere: Israel, the priests,
the Levites, and the Nethinim. 3And in Jerusalem there were living some of the sons of
Judah, and of Benjamin, and of Ephraim and Manasseh; 4Uthai, the son of Ammihud,
the son of Omri, the son of Imri, the son of Bani, of the sons of Perez, the son of Judah.
5And of the Shilonites: Asaiah the oldest, and his sons. 6And of the sons of Zerah: Jeuel,
and their brothers, six hundred and ninety. 7 And of the sons of Benjamin: Sallu, the
son of Meshullam, Judah, the son of Hassenuah, 8And Ibneiah, the son of Jeroham, and
Elah, the son of Uzzi, the son of Michri, and Meshullam, the son of Shephatiah, the son
of Reuel, the son of Ibnijah; 9 And their brothers, in the list of their generations, nine
hundred and fifty-six. All these men were heads of families, listed by the names of
their fathers. 10 And of the priests: Jedaiah and Jehoiarib and Jachin 11 And Azariah,
the son of Hilkiah, the son of Meshullam, the son of Zadok, the son of Meraioth, the son
of Ahitub, the ruler of the house of God; 12And Adaiah, the son of Jeroham, the son of
Pashhur, the son ofMalchijah, andMaasai, the son of Adiel, the son of Jahzerah, the son
ofMeshullam, the sonofMeshillemith, the sonof Immer; 13And their brothers, heads of
their families, a thousandand sevenhundredand sixty: ablemen, doing theworkof the
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house of God. 14And of the Levites: Shemaiah, the son of Hasshub, the son of Azrikam,
the son of Hashabiah, of the sons of Merari; 15And Bakbakkar, Heresh, and Galal, and
Mattaniah, the son of Mica, the son of Zichri, the son of Asaph; 16 And Obadiah, the
son of Shemaiah, the son of Galal, the son of Jeduthun, and Berechiah, the son of Asa,
the son of Elkanah, who were living in the small towns of the Netophathites. 17 And
the door-keepers: Shallum and Akkub and Talmon and Ahiman and their brothers:
Shallum was the chief. 18Up till then they had been at the king's door to the east. They
were door-keepers for the tents of the sons of Levi. 19 And Shallum, the son of Kore,
the son of Ebiasaph, the son of Korah, and his brothers, of his family, the Korahites,
were responsible for everything which had to be done in connection with the order of
worship, keepers of the doors of the Tent; their fathers had had the care of the tents of
the Lord, being keepers of the doorway. 20 In the past Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, had
been ruler over them;may the Lord bewith him! 21Zechariah, the son ofMeshelemiah,
was keeper of the door of the Tent of meeting. 22 There were two hundred and twelve
whose business it was to keep the doorway. Thesewere listed by families in the country
placeswhere theywere living,whomDavidandSamuel the seerput in their responsible
positions. 23So they and their sons had the care of the doors of the house of the Lord, the
house of the Tent, as watchers. 24There were keepers of the doors on the four sides, to
the east, west, north, and south. 25And their brothers, in the country places where they
were living, were to come in every seven days to be with them from time to time. 26For
the four chief door-keepers, who were Levites, had a special position, looking after the
roomsand the store-houses of thehouseofGod. 27Their sleeping-roomswere round the
house of God, for they had the care of it, and were responsible for opening it morning
by morning. 28 Certain of them had the care of the vessels used in worship, to keep
an account of them when they came in and when they were taken out again. 29 And
some of themwere responsible for the holy things and for the vessels of the holy place,
and the meal and the wine and the oil and the perfume and the spices. 30And some of
the sons of the priests were responsible for crushing the spices. 31AndMattithiah, one
of the Levites, the oldest son of Shallum the Korahite, was responsible for cooking the
flat cakes. 32And some of their brothers, sons of the Kohathites, were responsible for
the holy bread which was put in order before the Lord, to get it ready every Sabbath.
33And thesewere thosewho had the ordering of themusic and songs, heads of families
of the Levites, who were living in the rooms, and were free from other work, for their
work went on day and night. 34 These were heads of families of the Levites in their
generations, chief men; they were living at Jerusalem. 35And in Gibeon was living the
father ofGibeon, Jeiel,whosewife's namewasMaacah; 36AndAbdonhis oldest son, and
Zur and Kish and Baal and Ner and Nadab 37And Gedor and Ahio and Zechariah and
Mikloth 38Mikloth was the father of Shimeam. They were living with their brothers in
Jerusalem opposite their brothers. 39And Ner was the father of Kish; and Kish was the
father of Saul; and Saul was the father of Jonathan andMalchi-shua and Abinadab and
Eshbaal. 40And the son of Jonathan was Merib-baal; and Merib-baal was the father of
Micah. 41And the sons of Micah: Pithon andMelech and Tahrea and Ahaz. 42And Ahaz
was the father of Jarah; and Jarah was the father of Alemeth and Azmaveth and Zimri;
and Zimri was the father of Moza. 43And Moza was the father of Binea; and Rephaiah
was his son, Eleasah his son, Azel his son. 44And Azel had five sons, whose names are:
Azrikam, his oldest son, and Ishmael andSheariah andObadiahandHanan: thesewere
the sons of Azel.

10
1Now the Philistines were fighting against Israel; and themen of Israel went in flight

before the Philistines, falling down wounded in Mount Gilboa. 2 And the Philistines
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went hard after Saul and his sons, and put to death Jonathan andAbinadab andMalchi-
shua, the sons of Saul. 3 And the fight was going against Saul, and the archers came
acrosshim, andhewaswoundedby thearchers. 4ThenSaul said to the servantwhohad
the care of his arms, Take your sword and put it throughme, before thesemenwithout
circumcision come and make sport of me. But his servant, full of fear, would not do
so. Then Saul took out his sword, falling on it himself. 5And when his servant saw that
Saul was dead, he did the same, and came to his death. 6 So death overtook Saul and
his three sons; all his family came to an end together. 7And when all the men of Israel
whowere in the valley saw that themenof Israel had gone inflight and that Saul andhis
sonsweredead, theywent inflight away from their towns; and thePhilistines cameand
took them for themselves. 8Now the day after, when the Philistines came to take their
goods from the dead, they saw Saul and his sons dead inMount Gilboa. 9And they took
everything off him, and took his head and his war-dress, and sent word into the land
of the Philistines round about to give the news to their gods and to the people. 10And
they put his war-dress in the house of their gods, and put up his head in the house of
Dagon. 11Andwhen the news came to Jabesh-gilead of what the Philistines had done to
Saul, 12All the fighting-men came up and took away Saul's body and the bodies of his
sons, and took them to Jabesh, and put their bones to rest under the oak-tree in Jabesh,
and took no food for seven days. 13 So death came to Saul because of the sin which he
did against the Lord, that is, because of the word of the Lord which he kept not; and
because he went for directions to one who had an evil spirit, 14And not to the Lord: for
this reason, he put him to death and gave the kingdom to David, the son of Jesse.

11
1Then all Israel came together to David at Hebron, and said, Truly, we are your bone

and your flesh. 2 In the past, when Saul was king, it was you who went at the head of
Israel when they went out or came in; and the Lord your God said to you, You are to
be the keeper of my people Israel, and their ruler. 3 So all the responsible men of Israel
came to the king atHebron; andDavidmade an agreementwith them inHebron before
the Lord; and they put the holy oil on David andmade him king over Israel, as the Lord
had said by Samuel. 4Then David and all Israel went to Jerusalem (which is Jebus); and
the Jebusites, the people of the land, were there. 5And the people of Jebus said to David,
You will not come in here. But still, David took the strong place of Zion, which is the
town of David. 6And David said, The first to overcome the Jebusites will be chief and
captain. And Joab, the son of Zeruiah, went up first, and became chief. 7AndDavid took
the strong tower for his living-place, so it was named the town of David. 8And he took
in hand the building of the town all round, starting from the Millo; and Joab put the
rest of the town in order. 9 And David became greater and greater in power, because
the Lord of armies was with him. 10Now these are the chief of David's men of war who
were his strong supporters in the kingdom, and, with all Israel, made him king, as the
Lord had said about Israel. 11 This is the list of David's men of war: Ishbaal, the son of
a Hachmonite, the chief of the three: he put to death three hundred at one time with
his spear. 12 And after him was Eleazar, the son of Dodo the Ahohite, who was one of
the three great fighters. 13He was with David at Pas-dammim, where the Philistines
had come together for the fight, near a bit of land full of barley; and the people went
in flight before the Philistines. 14And he took up his position in the middle of the bit of
land, andkept back their attack, andovercame thePhilistines; and theLordgavea great
salvation. 15And threeof the thirtywentdowntoDavid, to the rock, into the strongplace
of Adullam; and the army of the Philistines had taken up their position in the valley of
Rephaim. 16At that time David had taken cover in the strong place, and an armed force
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of the Philistines was in Beth-lehem. 17 And David, moved by a strong desire, said, If
only someonewould giveme a drink of thewater from thewater-hole of Beth-lehemby
the doorway into the town! 18 So the three, forcing a way through the Philistine army,
got water from the water-hole of Beth-lehem, by the doorway into the town, and took
it back to David; but David would not take it, but made an offering of it, draining it out
to the Lord, 19 Saying, By my God, far be it fromme to do this! Howmay I take as drink
the life-blood of these men who have put their lives in danger? so he did not take it.
These things did the three great men of war. 20 And Abishai, the brother of Joab, was
chief of the thirty, for he put to death three hundred with his spear, but he had not a
name among the three. 21Of the thirty, hewas the noblest, andwasmade their captain,
but he was not equal to the first three. 22 Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, a fighting-man
of Kabzeel, had done great acts; he put to death two young lions going into their secret
place; and he went down into a hole and put a lion to death in time of snow. 23And he
made an attack on an Egyptian, a very tall man about five cubits high, armed with a
spear like a cloth-worker's rod; he went down to himwith a stick, and pulling his spear
out of the handof the Egyptian, put him to deathwith that same spear. 24Thesewere the
acts of Benaiah, the sonof Jehoiada,whohada great nameamong the thirtymenofwar.
25He was honoured over the thirty, but he was not equal to the first three: and David
put him over his servants. 26And these were the great men of war: Asahel, the brother
of Joab, Elhanan, the son of Dodo of Beth-lehem, 27 Shammoth the Harodite, Helez the
Pelonite, 28 Ira, the son of Ikkesh the Tekoite, Abiezer the Anathothite, 29 Sibbecai the
Hushathite, Ilai the Ahohite, 30Maharai the Netophathite, Heled, the son of Baanah the
Netophathite, 31 Ithai, the son of Ribai of Gibeah, of the children of Benjamin, Benaiah
the Pirathonite, 32Hurai of Nahale-gaash, Abiel the Arbathite, 33Azmaveth of Bahurim,
Eliahba the Shaalbonite, 34The sons of Hashem the Gizonite, Jonathan, the son of Shage
the Hararite, 35 Ahiam, the son of Sacar the Hararite, Eliphal, the son of Ur, 36Hepher
the Mecherathite, Ahijah the Pelonite, 37Hezro the Carmelite, Naarai, the son of Ezbai,
38 Joel, the brother of Nathan, Mibhar, the son of Hagri, 39 Zelek the Ammonite, and
Naharai the Berothite, the servant who had the care of the arms of Joab, the son of
Zeruiah; 40 Ira the Ithrite, Gareb the Ithrite, 41Uriah the Hittite, Zabad, the son of Ahlai,
42Adina, the son of Shiza the Reubenite, a chief of the Reubenites, and thirty with him;
43 Hanan, the son of Maacah, and Joshaphat the Mithnite, 44 Uzzia the Ashterathite,
Shama and Jeiel, the sons of Hotham the Aroerite, 45 Jediael, the son of Shimri, and
Joha his brother, the Tizite, 46 Eliel the Mahavite, and Jeribai and Joshaviah, the sons
of Elnaam, and Ithmah theMoabite, 47Eliel and Obed, and Jaasiel the Mezobaite.

12
1 Now these are the men who came to David at Ziklag, while he was still shut up,

because of Saul, the son of Kish; they were among the strong men, his helpers in war.
2They were armedwith bows, andwere able to send stones, and arrows from the bow,
with right hand or left: they were Saul's brothers, of Benjamin. 3 Ahiezer was their
chief, then Joash, the sons of Shemaah the Gibeathite; and Jeziel and Pelet, the sons
of Azmaveth; and Beracah and Jehu the Anathothite; 4And Ishmaiah the Gibeonite, a
great man among the thirty, and their chief; and Jeremiah and Jehaziel and Johanan
and Jozabad the Gederathite; 5 Eluzai and Jerimoth and Bealiah and Shemariah and
Shephatiah theHaruphite; 6Elkanahand IsshiahandAzarel and Joezer and Jashobeam,
the Korahites; 7 And Joelah and Zebadiah, the sons of Jeroham of Gedor. 8 And some
of the Gadites, siding with David, went to his strong place in the waste land, great and
strongmen, trained forwar, expert in the use of arms,whose faceswere like the faces of
lions, and theywerequick-footed like roes on themountains; 9Ezer their chief, Obadiah
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the second, Eliab the third, 10Mishmannah the fourth, Jeremiah the fifth, 11 Attai the
sixth, Eliel the seventh, 12 Johanan the eighth, Elzabad the ninth, 13 Jeremiah the tenth,
Machbannai the eleventh. 14These Gaditeswere captains of the army; the least of them
was captain over a hundred men, and the greatest over a thousand. 15 It was they who
went over Jordan in the first month, when the river was overflowing, and put to flight
all the people of the valleys, to the east and to the west. 16And some of the children of
Benjamin and Judah came to David in his strong place. 17And David went out to them,
and said to them, If you have come in peace to give me help, my heart will be united
with yours; but if you have come to giveme up to thosewhowould takemy life, though
my hands are clean from wrongdoing, then may the God of our fathers see it and give
you punishment. 18Then the spirit came on Amasai, whowas chief of the captains, and
he said,We are yours, David, we are on your side, O son of Jesse: may peace bewith you
and peace be with your helpers; for God is your helper. Then David took them into his
army and made them captains of the band. 19And some of the men of Manasseh came
over to David, when he went with the Philistines to the war against Saul, but he gave
them no help: for the lords of the Philistines, after discussion, sent him away, saying,
He will go back to his master Saul, at the price of our lives. 20 Then when he went
back to Ziklag, there came over to him, of the men of Manasseh, Adnah and Jozabad
and Jediael and Michael and Jozabad and Elihu and Zillethai, captains of thousands
from the armies of Manasseh. 21 And they gave David help against the armed bands,
for they were all great men of war, and captains in the army. 22 And from day to day
more supporters came to David, till he had a great army like the army of God. 23These
are the numbers of the chiefs of the armed men, ready for war, who came to David at
Hebron, to give the kingdom of Saul into his hands, as the Lord had said. 24There were
six thousand, eight hundred spearmenof the childrenof Judah, armed forwar; 25Seven
thousand, one hundred of the children of Simeon, great men of war; 26Of the children
of Levi, four thousand, six hundred. 27And Jehoiada, chief of the family of Aaron, and
with him three thousand, seven hundred men; 28And Zadok, a young man, great and
strong inwar, with twenty-two captains from his father's people. 29And of the children
of Benjamin, the brothers of Saul, three thousand; for up to that time the greater part
of them had been true to Saul. 30 And of the children of Ephraim, twenty thousand,
eight hundred great men of war, men of great name in their families. 31And from the
half-tribe of Manasseh, eighteen thousand, listed by name, came to make David king.
32And of the children of Issachar, there were two hundred chiefs, men who had expert
knowledge of the times andwhat it was best for Israel to do, and all their brotherswere
under their orders. 33OfZebulun, therewerefifty thousandmen,whowentoutwith the
army, expert in ordering the fight, to give helpwith all sorts of arms; true-heartedmen.
34AndofNaphtali, a thousand captainswith thirty-seven thousand spearmen. 35Andof
the Danites, twenty-eight thousand, six hundred, expert in ordering the fight. 36And of
Asher, forty thousandwhowent outwith the army, expert in ordering the fight. 37From
the other side of Jordan, there were a hundred and twenty thousand of the Reubenites
and the Gadites and the men of the half-tribe of Manasseh, armed with every sort of
instrument of war. 38All thesemen of war, expert in ordering the fight, came to Hebron
with the full purpose ofmaking David king over all Israel; and all the rest of Israel were
united in their desire tomake David king. 39For three days theywere therewith David,
feasting at his table, for their brothers hadmade ready food for them. 40And thosewho
were near, as far as Issachar and Zebulun and Naphtali, came with food on asses and
camels andmules and oxen, with meal for food and cakes of figs andmasses of grapes,
and wine and oil and oxen and sheep in great numbers, for there was joy in Israel.
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13
1 Then David had discussions with the captains of thousands and the captains of

hundreds and with every chief. 2And David said to all the men of Israel who had come
together there, If it seems good to you and if it is the purpose of the Lord our God,
let us send to all the rest of our brothers, everywhere in the land of Israel, and to the
priests and theLevites in their townsand the country round them, andget themto come
together here to us; 3And let us get back for ourselves the ark of our God: for in the days
of Saul we did not go to it for directions. 4And all the people said they would do so, for
it seemed right to them. 5 So David sent for all Israel to come together, from Shihor, the
river of Egypt, as far as the way into Hamath, to get the ark of God from Kiriath-jearim.
6And David went up, with all Israel, to Baalah, that is, to Kiriath-jearim in Judah, to get
up from there the ark of God, overwhich the holy Name is named, the name of the Lord
whose place is between the winged ones. 7And they put the ark of God on a new cart,
and took it out of the house of Abinadab; and Uzza and Ahio were the drivers of the
cart. 8 Then David and all Israel made melody before God with all their strength, with
songs and corded instruments of music, and with brass instruments and horns. 9And
when they came to the grain-floor of Chidon, Uzza put out his hand to keep the ark in its
place, for the oxen were slipping. 10And the wrath of the Lord, burning against Uzza,
sent destruction on him because he had put his hand on the ark, and death came to
him there before God. 11And David was angry because of the Lord's outburst of wrath
against Uzza, and he gave that place the name Perez-uzza, to this day. 12And so great
was David's fear of God that day, that he said, How may I let the ark of God come to
me? 13 So David did not let the ark come back to him to the town of David, but had it
turned away and put into the house of Obed-edom the Gittite. 14And the ark of Godwas
in the house of Obed-edom for threemonths; and the Lord sent a blessing on the house
of Obed-edom and on all he had.

14
1AndHiram, king of Tyre, sentmen to Davidwith cedar-trees, and stoneworkers and

woodworkers for the building of his house. 2AndDavid saw that the Lord hadmade his
position safe as king over Israel, lifting up his kingdom on high because of his people
Israel. 3And while he was living in Jerusalem, David took more wives and became the
father of more sons and daughters. 4 These are the names of the children he had in
Jerusalem: Shammua and Shobab, Nathan and Solomon 5And Ibhar and Elishua and
Elpelet 6AndNogah andNepheg and Japhia 7And Elishama and Beeliada and Eliphelet.
8 And when the Philistines had news that David had been made king over all Israel,
they went up in search of David, and David, hearing of it, went out against them. 9Now
the Philistines had come, and had gone out in every direction in the valley of Rephaim.
10And David, desiring directions from God, said, Am I to go up against the Philistines?
andwill you give them intomyhands? And theLord said, Goup; for Iwill give them into
your hands. 11 So they went up to Baal-perazim, and David overcame them there, and
David said, God has let the forces fighting againstme be broken bymy hand, as awall is
brokendownbyrushingwater; so theygave thatplace thenameofBaal-perazim. 12And
the Philistines did not take their images with them in their flight; and at David's orders
they were burned with fire. 13Then the Philistines again went out in every direction in
the valley. 14And David went for directions to God; and God said to him, You are not to
go up after them; but, turning away from them, come face to face with them opposite
the spice-trees. 15Andat the soundof footsteps in the tops of the trees, go out to thefight,
for God has gone out before you to overcome the army of the Philistines. 16And David
did as the Lord had said; and they overcame the army of the Philistines, attacking them
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from Gibeon as far as Gezer. 17 And David's name was honoured in all lands; and the
Lord put the fear of him on all nations.

15
1And David made houses for himself in the town of David; and he got ready a place

for the ark of God, and put up a tent for it. 2Then David said, The ark of Godmay not be
moved by any but the Levites, for they have been marked out by God to take the ark of
God, and todohiswork for ever. 3AndDavidmadeall Israel come togetherat Jerusalem,
to take the ark of the Lord to its place, which he had got ready for it. 4 And David got
together the sons of Aaron, and the Levites; 5Of the sons of Kohath: Uriel the chief, and
his brothers, a hundred and twenty; 6Of the sons of Merari: Asaiah the chief, and his
brothers, two hundred and twenty; 7 Of the sons of Gershom: Joel the chief, and his
brothers, a hundred and thirty; 8Of the sons of Elizaphan: Shemaiah the chief, and his
brothers, two hundred; 9Of the sons of Hebron: Eliel the chief, and his brothers, eighty;
10Of the sons of Uzziel: Amminadab the chief, and his brothers, a hundred and twelve.
11And David sent for Zadok and Abiathar the priests, and for the Levites, Uriel, Asaiah
and Joel, Shemaiah and Eliel and Amminadab, 12And said to them, You are the heads
of the families of the Levites: make yourselves holy, you and your brothers, so that you
may take the ark of the Lord, the God of Israel, to the placewhich I havemade ready for
it. 13 For because you did not take it at the first, the Lord our God sent punishment on
us, becausewe did not get directions fromhim in the rightway. 14So the priests and the
Levites made themselves holy to take up the ark of the Lord, the God of Israel. 15And
the sons of the Levites took up the ark of God, lifting it by its rods, as the Lord had said
to Moses. 16And David gave orders to the chief of the Levites to put their brothers the
music-makers in position, with instruments of music, corded instruments and brass,
with glad voicesmaking sounds of joy. 17SoHeman, the son of Joel, and, of his brothers,
Asaph, the son of Berechiah; and of the sons of Merari their brothers, Ethan, the son of
Kushaiah, were put in position by the Levites; 18 And with them their brothers of the
second order, Zechariah, Bani and Jaaziel and Shemiramoth and Jehiel and Unni, Eliab
and Benaiah and Maaseiah and Mattithiah and Eliphelehu and Mikneiah, and Obed-
edom and Jeiel, the door-keepers. 19 So those who made melody, Heman, Asaph, and
Ethan, were put in position, with brass instruments, sounding loudly; 20And Zechariah
andAziel and Shemiramoth and Jehiel, Unni andEliab andMaaseiah andBenaiah,with
corded instruments put to Alamoth. 21 And Mattithiah and Eliphelehu and Mikneiah
and Obed-edom and Jeiel and Azaziah, with corded instruments on the octave, to give
the first note of the song. 22 And Chenaniah, chief of the Levites, was master of the
music: he gave directions about the song, because hewas expert. 23And Berechiah and
Elkanah were door-keepers for the ark. 24And Shebaniah and Joshaphat and Nethanel
and Amasai and Zechariah and Benaiah and Eliezer, the priests, made music on the
horns before the ark of God; and Obed-edom and Jehiahwere door-keepers for the ark.
25 So David, and the responsible men of Israel, and the captains over thousands, went
with joy toget thearkof theagreementof theLordoutof thehouseofObed-edom. 26And
when God gave help to the Levites who were lifting up the ark of the agreement of the
Lord, they made an offering of seven oxen and seven sheep. 27And David was clothed
with a robe of fair linen, as were all the Levites who took up the ark, and those who
mademelody, and Chenaniah themaster of thosewhomademelody; andDavid had on
a linen ephod; 28 So all Israel took up the ark of the agreement of the Lord, with loud
cries and with horns and brass and corded instruments sounding loudly. 29And when
the ark of the agreement of the Lord came into the town of David, Michal, the daughter
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of Saul, looking out of the window, saw King David dancing and playing; and to her
mind he seemed foolish.

16
1 Then they took in the ark of God and put it inside the tent which David had put up

for it; and theymade offerings, burned offerings and peace-offerings before God. 2And
whenDavid had come to an end ofmaking the burned offerings andpeace-offerings, he
gave thepeopleablessing in thenameof theLord. 3Andhegave toeveryone, everyman
andwoman of Israel, a cake of bread, somemeat, and a cake of dry grapes. 4And he put
some of the Levites before the ark of the Lord as servants, to keep the acts of the Lord
in memory, and to give worship and praise to the Lord, the God of Israel: 5Asaph the
chief, and second to him Zechariah, Uzziel and Shemiramoth and Jehiel andMattithiah
andEliabandBenaiahandObed-edomand Jeiel,with corded instrumentsofmusic; and
Asaph, with brass instruments sounding loudly; 6And Benaiah and Jahaziel the priests,
blowing horns all the time before the ark of the agreement of God. 7 Then on that day
David first made the giving of praise to the Lord the work of Asaph and his brothers.
8 O give praise to the Lord; give honour to his name, talking of his doings among the
peoples. 9 Let your voice be sounded in songs and melody; let all your thoughts be of
the wonder of his works. 10Have glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who are
searching after the Lord be glad. 11Let your search be for the Lord and for his strength;
let your hearts ever be turned to him. 12 Keep in mind the great works which he has
done; his wonders, and the decisions of his mouth; 13O you seed of Israel his servant,
you children of Jacob, his loved ones. 14He is the Lord our God: he is judge of all the
earth. 15 He has kept his agreement in mind for ever, the word which he gave for a
thousand generations; 16 The agreement which he made with Abraham, and his oath
to Isaac; 17 And he gave it to Jacob for a law, and to Israel for an eternal agreement;
18 Saying, To you will I give the land of Canaan, the measured line of your heritage:
19When you were still small in number, and strange in the land; 20When they went
about fromonenation toanother, and fromonekingdomtoanotherpeople; 21Hewould
not let anyone do themwrong; he even kept back kings because of them, 22 Saying, Put
not your handon thosewhohave beenmarkedwithmyholy oil, anddomyprophets no
wrong. 23Make songs to the Lord, all the earth; give the good news of his salvation day
by day. 24Make clear his glory to the nations, and his wonders to all the peoples. 25For
the Lord is great, and greatly to be praised; and he is more to be feared than all other
gods. 26 For all the gods of the nations are false gods; but the Lord made the heavens.
27Honour and glory are before him: strength and joy are in his holy place. 28Give to
the Lord, O you families of the peoples, give to the Lord glory and strength. 29Give to
the Lord the glory of his name; take with you an offering and come before him; give
worship to the Lord in holy robes. 30 Be in fear before him, all the earth: the world is
ordered so that it may not be moved. 31 Let the heavens have joy and let the earth be
glad; let them say among the nations, The Lord is King. 32 Let the sea be thundering
with all its waters; let the field be glad, and everything which is in it; 33Then let all the
trees of the wood be sounding with joy before the Lord, for he is come to be the judge
of the earth. 34 O give praise to the Lord, for he is good: for his mercy is unchanging
for ever. 35And say, Be our saviour, O God of our salvation, and let us come back, and
give us salvation from the nations, so that we may give honour to your holy name and
have glory in your praise. 36 Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, for ever and for
ever. And all the people said, So be it; and gave praise to the Lord. 37 So hemade Asaph
and his brothers keep their places there before the ark of the agreement of the Lord, to
do whatever had to be done before the ark at all times day by day: 38And Obed-edom,
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the son of Jeduthun, and Hosah, with their brothers, sixty-eight of them, to be door-
keepers: 39And Zadok the priest, with his brothers the priests, before the House of the
Lord in the high place at Gibeon; 40 To give burned offerings to the Lord on the altar
of burned offerings morning and evening, every day, as it is ordered in the law of the
Lord which he gave to Israel; 41Andwith themHeman and Jeduthun, and the rest who
were marked out by name to give praise to the Lord, for his mercy is unchanging for
ever; 42 And Heman and Jeduthun had horns and brass instruments sounding loudly,
and instruments of music for the songs of God; and the sons of Jeduthun were to be at
the door. 43And all the peoplewent away, everyman to his house; and Davidwent back
to give a blessing to his family.

17
1 Now when David was living in his house, he said to Nathan the prophet, See, I

am living in a house of cedar-wood, but the ark of the Lord's agreement is under the
curtains of a tent. 2And Nathan said to David, Do whatever is in your heart, for God is
with you. 3But that same night, theword of God came to Nathan, saying, 4Go and say to
David my servant, The Lord says, You are not to make me a house for my living-place:
5 For from the day when I took Israel up, till this day, I have had no house, but have
gone from tent to tent, and from living-place to living-place. 6 In all the places where I
have gone with all Israel, did I ever say to any of the judges of Israel, whom I made the
keepers of my people, Why have you not made for me a house of cedar? 7 So now, say
to my servant David, The Lord of armies says, I took you from the fields, from keeping
sheep, so that you might be a ruler over my people Israel; 8And I have been with you
wherever you went, cutting off before you all those who were against you; and I will
make your name like the name of the greatest ones of the earth. 9 And I will make a
resting-place formy people Israel, planting them there, so that theymay be in the place
which is theirs and never again bemoved; and never again will they bemadewaste by
evilmen, as theywere at first, 10From the timewhen I put judges overmypeople Israel;
and I will overcome all those who are against you; and I will make you great and the
head of a line of kings. 11And when the time comes for you to go to your fathers, I will
put in your place your seed after you, one of your sons, and I will make his kingdom
strong. 12He will be the builder of my house, and I will make the seat of his authority
certain for ever. 13 I will be to him a father and hewill be tome a son; and I will not take
my mercy away from him as I took it from him who was before you; 14But I will make
his place inmy house and inmy kingdom certain for ever; and the seat of his authority
will never be overturned. 15 So Nathan gave David an account of all these words and
this vision. 16 Then David the king went in and took his seat before the Lord, and said,
Who am I, O Lord God, and what is my family, that you have been my guide till now?
17And this was only a small thing to you, O God; but your words have even been about
the far-off future of your servant's family, looking on me as on one of high position, O
LordGod. 18WhatmoremayDavid say to you? for youhaveknowledge of your servant.
19O Lord, because of your servant, and from your heart, you have done all these great
things and let them be seen. 20O Lord, there is no one like you, and no other God but
you, as is clear from everything which has come to our ears. 21And what other nation
in the earth, like your people Israel, did a god go out to take for himself, to be his people,
makinghisnamegreatand tobe feared, drivingout thenations frombeforeyourpeople
whom you made free and took out of Egypt? 22 For your people Israel you made yours
for ever; and you, Lord, became their God. 23And now, Lord, let yourwords about your
servant and about his family bemade certain for ever, and do as you have said. 24So let
your words bemade certain and your name bemade great, whenmen say, The Lord of
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armies is the God of Israel; and when the family of David your servant is made strong
before you. 25For you, OmyGod, have let your servant see that youwillmake himhead
of a line of kings; and so it has come into your servant's heart tomake his prayer to you.
26And now, O Lord, you are God, and you have said youwill give this good thing to your
servant: 27And now you have been pleased to give your blessing to the family of your
servant, so that it may go on for ever before you; you, O Lord, have given your blessing,
and a blessing will be on it for ever.

18
1And it came about after this that David made an attack on the Philistines and over-

came them, and took Gath with its daughter-towns out of the hands of the Philistines.
2AndheovercameMoab, and theMoabitesbecamehis servants andgavehimofferings.
3Then David overcame Hadadezer, king of Zobah, near Hamath, when he was going to
make his power seen by the river Euphrates. 4 And David took from him a thousand
war-carriages and seven thousand horsemen and twenty thousand footmen: and he
had the leg-muscles of all the horses cut, keeping only enough of them for a hundred
war-carriages. 5Andwhen the Aramaeans of Damascus came to the help of Hadadezer,
king of Zobah, David put to the sword twenty-two thousand Aramaeans. 6 Then David
put armed forces in Damascus, and the Aramaeans became his servants and gave him
offerings. And the Lordmade David overcomewherever he went. 7And the gold body-
covers of the servants of Hadadezer, David took to Jerusalem. 8And from Tibhath and
from Cun, towns of Hadadezer, David took a great store of brass, of which Solomon
made the great brass water-vessel and the brass pillars and vessels. 9Now when Tou,
king of Hamath, had news that David had overcome all the army of Hadadezer, king
of Zobah, 10He sent his son Hadoram to King David, to give him words of peace and
blessing, because he had overcome Hadadezer in the fight, for Hadadezer had been
at war with Tou; and he gave him all sorts of vessels of gold and silver and brass.
11 These King David made holy to the Lord, together with the silver and gold he had
taken fromallnations; fromEdomandMoaband fromthechildrenofAmmonand from
the Philistines and from Amalek. 12And when he came back from putting to the sword
eighteen thousand of the Edomites in the Valley of Salt, 13 David put armed forces in
all the towns of Edom; and all the Edomites became servants to David. The Lord made
David overcome wherever he went. 14 So David was king over all Israel, judging and
giving right decisions for all his people. 15 And Joab, the son of Zeruiah, was chief of
the army; and Jehoshaphat, son of Ahilud, was keeper of the records. 16And Zadok, the
son of Ahitub; and Ahimelech, the son of Abiathar, were priests; and Shavsha was the
scribe; 17And Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, was over the Cherethites and the Pelethites;
and the sons of David were chief of those whose places were at the king's side.

19
1 Now it came about after this that death came to Nahash, the king of the children

of Ammon, and his son became king in his place. 2 And David said, I will be a friend
to Hanun, the son of Nahash, because his father was a friend to me. So David sent
men to him, to give him words of comfort on account of his father. And the servants
of David came to Hanun, to the land of the children of Ammon, offering him comfort.
3But the chiefs of the children of Ammon said to Hanun, Does it seem to you that David
is honouring your father, by sending comforters to you? is it not clear that these men
have only come to go through the land and tomake secret observation of it so that they
may overcome it? 4 So Hanun took David's servants, and cutting off their hair and the
skirts of their robes up to the middle, sent them away. 5 Then certain men went and
gave David word of what had been done to them. And he sent out with the purpose
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of meeting them; for the men were greatly shamed. And the king said, Keep where
you are at Jericho till your hair is long again, and then come back. 6 And when the
children of Ammon saw that they had made themselves hated by David, Hanun and
the children of Ammon sent a thousand talents of silver as payment for war-carriages
and horsemen fromMesopotamia and Aram-maacah and Zobah. 7 So with this money
they got thirty-two thousandwar-carriages, and the help of the king of Maacah and his
people, who came and took up their position in front of Medeba. And the children of
Ammon came together from their towns for the fight. 8And David, hearing of it, sent
Joab with all the army of fighting-men. 9 So the children of Ammon came out and put
their forces in position on the way into the town; and the kings who had come were
stationed by themselves in the field. 10Now when Joab saw that their forces were in
position against him in front and at his back, he took all the best men of Israel, and
put them in line against the Aramaeans; 11And the rest of the people he put in position
against the children of Ammon with Abishai, his brother, at their head. 12And he said,
If the Aramaeans are stronger and get the better of me, then come to my help; and if
the children of Ammon get the better of you, I will come to your help. 13 Take heart,
and let us be strong for our people and for the towns of our God; and may the Lord do
what seems good to him. 14 So Joab and the people who were with him went forward
into the fight against the Aramaeans, and they went in flight before him. 15And when
the children of Ammon saw the flight of the Aramaeans, they themselves went in flight
from Abishai, his brother, and came into the town. Then Joab came back to Jerusalem.
16And when the Aramaeans saw that Israel had overcome them, they sent men to get
the Aramaeans who were on the other side of the River, with Shophach, the captain of
Hadadezer's army, at their head. 17And word of this was given to David; and he got all
Israel together and went over Jordan and came to Helam and put his forces in position
against them. And when David's forces were in position against the Aramaeans, the
fight was started. 18 And the Aramaeans went in flight before Israel; and David put
to the sword the men of seven thousand Aramaean war-carriages and forty thousand
footmen, and put to death Shophach, the captain of the army. 19Andwhen the servants
of Hadadezer saw that they were overcome by Israel, they made peace with David and
became his servants: and the Aramaeans would give no more help to the children of
Ammon.

20
1Now in the spring, at the time when kings go out to war, Joab went out at the head

of the armed forces and made waste all the land of the Ammonites and put his men in
position before Rabbah, shutting it in. But David was still at Jerusalem. And Joab took
Rabbah andmade it waste. 2And David took the crown ofMilcom from off his head; its
weightwas a talent of gold and it had stones of great price in it; and itwas put onDavid's
head, and he took a great store of goods from the town. 3And he took the people out of
the townandput themtoworkwithwood-cutting instruments, and irongrain-crushers,
and axes. And this he did to all the towns of the children of Ammon. ThenDavid and all
the people went back to Jerusalem. 4Now after this there was war with the Philistines
at Gezer; then Sibbecai the Hushathite put to death Sippai, one of the offspring of the
Rephaim; and theywere overcome. 5And again therewaswarwith the Philistines; and
Elhanan, the son of Jair, put to death Lahmi, the brother of Goliath the Gittite, the stem
of whose spearwas like a cloth-worker's rod. 6And again therewaswar at Gath, where
therewasavery tallman,whohad twenty-fourfingers and toes, sixfingersonhishands
and six toes on his feet; he was one of the offspring of the Rephaim. 7And when he put
shame on Israel, Jonathan, the son of Shimea, David's brother, put him to death. 8These
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were of the offspring of the Rephaim in Gath; they came to their death by the hands of
David and his servants.

21
1Now Satan, designing evil against Israel, put into David's mind the impulse to take

the number of Israel. 2AndDavid said to Joab and the captains of the people, Now let all
Israel, fromBeer-sheba toDan, benumbered; and givemeword so that Imaybe certain
of their number. 3And Joab said, May the Lord make his people a hundred times more
in number than they are; but, my lord king, are they not all my lord's servants? why
would my lord have this done? why will he become a cause of sin to Israel? 4 But the
king's wordwas stronger than Joab's. So Joabwent out andwent through all Israel and
came to Jerusalem. 5And Joab gave David the number of all the people; all the men of
Israel, able to take up arms, were one million, one hundred thousand men; and those
of Judah were four hundred and seventy thousand men, able to take up arms. 6 But
Levi and Benjamin were not numbered among them, for Joab was disgusted with the
king's order. 7AndGodwasnot pleasedwith this thing; so he sent punishment on Israel.
8ThenDavid said toGod, Great hasbeenmysin indoing this; but now, bepleased to take
away the sin of your servant, for I have done very foolishly. 9Then theword of the Lord
came to Gad, David's seer, saying, 10 Go and say to David, The Lord says, Three things
are offered to you: say which of them you will have, so that I may do it to you. 11 So
Gad came to David and said to him, The Lord says, Take whichever you will: 12 Three
years when there will not be enough food; or three months of war, when you will go in
flight before your haters, being in great danger of the sword; or three days of the sword
of the Lord, disease in the land, and the angel of the Lord taking destruction through
all the land of Israel. Now give thought to the answer I am to take back to him who
sent me. 13And David said to Gad, This is a hard decision for me to make: let me come
into the hands of the Lord, for great are his mercies: let me not come into the hands of
men. 14 So the Lord sent disease on Israel, causing the death of seventy thousand men.
15 And God sent an angel to Jerusalem for its destruction: and when he was about to
do so, the Lord saw, and had regret for the evil, and said to the angel of destruction, It
is enough; do no more. Now the angel of the Lord was by the grain-floor of Ornan the
Jebusite. 16AndDavid, lifting uphis eyes, saw the angel of the Lord there between earth
and heaven, with an uncovered sword in his hand stretched out over Jerusalem. Then
David and the responsible men, clothed in haircloth, went down on their faces. 17And
David said to God, Was it not I who gave the order for the people to be numbered? It
is I who have done the sin and the great wrong; but these are only sheep; what have
they done? let your hand, O Lord God, be lifted up against me and against my family,
but not against your people to send disease on them. 18Then the angel of the Lord gave
orders to Gad to say to David that he was to go and put up an altar to the Lord on the
grain-floor of Ornan the Jebusite. 19And David went up, as Gad had said in the name
of the Lord. 20 And Ornan, turning back, saw the angel, and his four sons who were
with himwent to a secret place. NowOrnanwas crushing his grain. 21AndwhenDavid
came, Ornan, looking, saw him, and came out from the grain-floor and went down on
his face to the earth before him. 22Then David said to Ornan, Give me the place where
this grain-floor is, so that Imay put up an altar here to the Lord: letme have it for its full
price; so that this diseasemaybe stoppedamong thepeople. 23AndOrnan said toDavid,
Take it, and let my lord the king dowhat seems right to him. See, I give you the oxen for
burnedofferingsand thegrain-cleaning instruments forfire-wood, and thegrain for the
meal offering; I give it all. 24And King David said to Ornan, No; I will certainly give you
the full price for it, because I will not take for the Lord what is yours, or give a burned
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offeringwithoutpayment. 25SoDavidgaveOrnansixhundred shekels of goldbyweight
for the place. 26And David put up an altar there to the Lord, offering burned offerings
and peace-offeringswith prayers to the Lord; and he gave him an answer fromheaven,
sending fire on the altar of burned offering. 27 Then the Lord gave orders to the angel,
and he put back his sword into its cover. 28At that time, when David saw that the Lord
had given him an answer on the grain-floor of Ornan the Jebusite, he made an offering
there. 29 For the House of the Lord, which Moses had made in the waste land, and the
altar of burned offerings, were at that time in the high place at Gibeon. 30But Davidwas
not able to go before it to get directions from the Lord, so greatwas his fear of the sword
of the angel of the Lord.

22
1 Then David said, This is the house of the Lord God, and this is the altar for Israel's

burned offerings. 2 And David gave orders to get together all the men from strange
landswhowere in the land of Israel; andhe put stone-cutters towork, cutting stones for
building thehouse ofGod. 3Andhe got together a great store of iron, for thenails for the
doors and for the joins; andbrass,more inweight thanmight bemeasured; 4And cedar-
treeswithout number, for the Zidonians and themen of Tyre camewith a great amount
of cedar-trees for David. 5And David said, Solomonmy son is young and untested, and
the house which is to be put up for the Lord is to be very great, a thing of wonder and
glory throughall countries; so Iwillmakereadywhat isneeded for it. SoDavidgot ready
a great store of material before his death. 6Then he sent for his son Solomon, and gave
him orders for the building of a house for the Lord, the God of Israel. 7And David said
to Solomon,My son, it wasmydesire to put up a house for the name of the LordmyGod.
8But theword of the Lord came tome saying, You have taken liveswithout number and
made greatwars; Iwill not let you be the builder of a house formyname, because of the
lives youhave taken on the earth beforemy eyes. 9But youwill have a sonwhowill be a
manof rest; and Iwill give him rest fromwars on every side. His namewill be Solomon,
and in his time I will give Israel peace and quiet; 10Hewill be the builder of a house for
myname; hewill be tome a son, and Iwill be to him a father; and Iwillmake the seat of
his rule over Israel certain for ever. 11Now,my son,may the Lord bewith you; andmay
you do well, and put up the house of the Lord your God, as he has said of you. 12Only
may the Lord give youwisdom, and knowledge of his orders for Israel, so that youmay
keep the law of the Lord your God. 13 And all will go well for you, if you take care to
keep the laws and the rules which the Lord gave toMoses for Israel: be strong and take
heart; have no fear and do not be troubled. 14Now see, poor though I am, I have got
ready for the house of the Lord a hundred thousand talents of gold and amillion talents
of silver; and a weight of brass and iron greater thanmay bemeasured; and wood and
stone have I made ready, and you may put more to it. 15And you have a great number
of workmen, cutters andworkers of stone andwood, and experts in every sort of work,
16 In gold and silver and brass and iron more than may be numbered. Up! then, and
to work; and may the Lord be with you. 17 Then David gave orders to all the chiefs of
Israel to give their help to Solomonhis son, saying, 18 Is not the Lord yourGodwith you?
and has he not given you rest on every side? for the Lord has given the people of the
land into my hands, and the land is overcome before the Lord and before his people.
19Nowgive your heart and soul to theworship of the Lord your God; and get towork on
the building of the holy place of the Lord God, so that youmay put the ark of the Lord's
agreement and the holy vessels of God in the housewhich is to bemade for the name of
the Lord.
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23
1Now David was old and full of days; and he made his son Solomon king over Israel.

2And he got together all the chiefs of Israel, with the priests and the Levites. 3And the
Levites, all those of thirty years old and over, were numbered; and the number of them,
by heads, man by man, was thirty-eight thousand. 4 Of these, twenty-four thousand
were to be overseers of thework of the house of the Lord, and six thousandwere judges
and men of authority; 5 Four thousand were door-keepers; and four thousand gave
praise to the Lord with the instruments which I made, said David, for giving praise.
6 And David put them into divisions under the names of the sons of Levi: Gershon,
Kohath, andMerari. 7Of theGershonites: Ladanand Shimei. 8The sons of Ladan: Jehiel
the chief, and Zetham and Joel, three. 9The sons of Shimei: Shelomoth and Haziel and
Haran, three; these were the heads of the families of Ladan. 10And the sons of Shimei:
Jahath, Zizah and Jeush and Beriah; these four were the sons of Shimei. 11 Jahath was
the chief and Zizah the second; but Jeush and Beriah had only a small number of sons,
so they were grouped together as one family. 12 The sons of Kohath: Amram, Izhar,
Hebron, andUzziel, four. 13The sons ofAmram: AaronandMoses; andAaronwasmade
separate and holy, he and his sons for ever, for the care of the most holy things and the
burning of offerings before the Lord, to do his work and give blessings in his name for
ever. 14 And the sons of Moses, the man of God, were put into the list of the tribe of
Levi. 15 The sons of Moses: Gershom and Eliezer. 16 The sons of Gershom: Shebuel the
first. 17And the sons of Eliezer: Rehabiah the first; and Eliezer had no other sons, but
Rehabiah had a great number. 18 The sons of Izhar: Shelomith the first. 19 The sons
of Hebron: Jeriah the first, Amariah the second, Jahaziel the third, and Jekameam the
fourth. 20 The sons of Uzziel: Micah the first, and Isshiah the second. 21 The sons of
Merari: Mahli and Mushi; the sons of Mahli: Eleazar and Kish. 22 And at his death
Eleazar had no sons, but only daughters, and their relations, the sons of Kish, took them
as wives. 23The sons of Mushi: Mahli and Eder and Jeremoth, three. 24These were the
sons of Levi, groupedby families, theheads of the families of thosewhowerenumbered
by name, by heads, all those of twenty years old and overwho did thework of the house
of the Lord. 25 For David said, The Lord, the God of Israel, has given his people rest,
and he hasmade his resting-place in Jerusalem for ever; 26And from now, there will be
no need for the House of the Lord, and the vessels used in it, to be moved about by the
Levites. 27 So among the last acts of David was the numbering of the sons of Levi, from
twenty years old and over. 28Their place was by the side of the sons of Aaron in all the
work of the house of the Lord, in the open spaces and in the rooms, in themaking clean
of all theholy things, indoingall theworkof thehouseof theLord, 29Theholybreadwas
in their care, and the crushed grain for the meal offering, of unleavened cakes or meal
cooked over the fire or in water; they had control of all sorts of weights and measures;
30 They had to take their places every morning to give praise and make melody to the
Lord, and in the same way at evening; 31 At every offering of burned offerings to the
Lord, on Sabbaths, and at the new moons, and on the regular feasts, in the number
ordered by the law, at all times before the Lord; 32 And they had the care of the Tent
of meeting and the holy place, under the direction of the sons of Aaron their brothers,
for the work of the house of the Lord.

24
1Nowthedivisions intowhich the sonsofAaronwere groupedwere these: the sonsof

Aaron,NadabandAbihu, Eleazarand Ithamar. 2ButNadabandAbihucame to their end
before their father, andhadno children; so Eleazar and Ithamar did thework of priests.
3And David, with Zadok of the sons of Eleazar, and Ahimelech of the sons of Ithamar,
made distribution of them into their positions for their work. 4 And there were more
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chiefs among the sons of Eleazar than among the sons of Ithamar; and this is how they
were grouped: of the sons of Eleazar there were sixteen, all heads of families; and of
the sons of Ithamar, heads of families, there were eight. 5 So they were put into groups,
by the Lord's decision, one with another; for there were rulers of the holy place and
rulers of the house of God among the sons of Eleazar and the sons of Ithamar. 6 And
Shemaiah, the son of Nethanel the scribe, who was a Levite, put down their names in
writing, the king being present with the rulers, and Zadok the priest, and Ahimelech,
the son of Abiathar, and the heads of families of the priests and the Levites; one family
being taken for Eleazar and then one for Ithamar, and so on. 7 Now the first name
to come out was that of Jehoiarib; the second Jedaiah, 8 The third Harim, the fourth
Seorim, 9 The fifth Malchijah, the sixth Mijamin, 10 The seventh Hakkoz, the eighth
Abijah, 11 The ninth Jeshua, the tenth Shecaniah, 12 The eleventh Eliashib, the twelfth
Jakim, 13 The thirteenth Huppah, the fourteenth Jeshebeab, 14 The fifteenth Bilgah, the
sixteenth Immer, 15The seventeenthHezir, the eighteenthHappizzez, 16The nineteenth
Pethahiah, the twentieth Jehezkel, 17The twenty-first Jachin, the twenty-secondGamul,
18 The twenty-third Delaiah, the twenty-fourth Maaziah. 19 So they were put into their
different groups, to take their places in the house of the Lord, in agreement with the
rules made by Aaron their father, as the Lord, the God of Israel, had given him orders.
20 And of the rest of the sons of Levi: of the sons of Amram, Shubael; of the sons of
Shubael, Jehdeiah. 21Of Rehabiah; of the sons of Rehabiah, Isshiah the chief. 22Of the
Izharites, Shelomoth; of the sonsof Shelomoth, Jahath. 23And the sonsofHebron: Jeriah
the chief, Amariah the second, Jahaziel the third, Jekameam the fourth. 24 The sons of
Uzziel, Micah; of the sons ofMicah, Shamir. 25The brother ofMicah, Isshiah; of the sons
of Isshiah, Zechariah. 26The sonsofMerari: Mahli andMushi; the sonsof Jaaziah. 27The
sons of Merari: of Jaaziah, Shoham and Zaccur and Ibri. 28Of Mahli: Eleazar, who had
no sons. 29Of Kish: the sons of Kish, Jerahmeel. 30 And the sons of Mushi: Mahli and
Eder and Jerimoth. Thesewere the sons of the Levites by their families. 31Selectionwas
made of these in the same way as of their brothers the sons of Aaron, David the king
being present, with Zadok, and Ahimelech, and the heads of families of the priests and
of the Levites; the families of the chief in the sameway as those of his younger brother.

25
1 Further, David and the chiefs of the servants of the holy place made selection of

certain of the sons of Asaph and of Heman and of Jeduthun for the work of prophets,
to make melody with corded instruments and brass; and the number of the men
for the work they had to do was: 2 Of the sons of Asaph: Zaccur and Joseph and
Nethaniah and Asharelah, sons of Asaph; under the direction of Asaph, acting as a
prophet under the orders of the king; 3Of Jeduthun: the six sons of Jeduthun, Gedaliah
and Zeri and Jeshaiah, Hashabiah and Mattithiah; under the direction of their father
Jeduthun who, acting as a prophet, with corded instruments gave praise and glory
to the Lord. 4 Of Heman, the sons of Heman: Bukkiah, Mattaniah, Uzziel, Shebuel
and Jerimoth, Hananiah, Hanani, Eliathah, Giddalti and Romamti-ezer, Joshbekashah,
Mallothi, Hothir, Mahazioth; 5 All these were sons of Heman, the king's seer in the
words of God. And to make great his power God gave Heman fourteen sons and three
daughters. 6All these, under thedirectionof their father,mademusic in thehouse of the
Lord, with brass and corded instruments, for the worship of the house of God; Asaph,
Jeduthun, and Heman being under the orders of the king. 7And the number of them,
with their brothers who were trained and expert in making melody to the Lord, was
two hundred and eighty-eight. 8And selectionwasmade of them for their special work,
all having equal chances, small as well as great, the teacher as the learner. 9 Now of
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the group of Asaph, the first name to come outwas Joseph; the second Gedaliah; he and
his brothers and sons were twelve? 10The third Zaccur, with his sons and his brothers,
twelve; 11The fourth Izri, with his sons and his brothers, twelve; 12The fifth Nethaniah,
with his sons and his brothers, twelve; 13 The sixth Bukkiah, with his sons and his
brothers, twelve; 14 The seventh Jesharelah, with his sons and his brothers, twelve;
15 The eighth Jeshaiah, with his sons and his brothers, twelve; 16 The ninth Mattaniah,
with his sons and his brothers, twelve; 17 The tenth Shimei, with his sons and his
brothers, twelve; 18 The eleventh Azarel, with his sons and his brothers, twelve; 19 The
twelfth Hashabiah, with his sons and his brothers, twelve; 20 The thirteenth Shubael,
with his sons and his brothers, twelve; 21The fourteenth Mattithiah, with his sons and
his brothers, twelve; 22 The fifteenth Jeremoth, with his sons and his brothers, twelve;
23 The sixteenth Hananiah, with his sons and his brothers, twelve; 24 The seventeenth
Joshbekashah,withhis sonsandhisbrothers, twelve; 25TheeighteenthHanani,withhis
sonsandhisbrothers, twelve; 26ThenineteenthMallothi,withhis sonsandhisbrothers,
twelve; 27The twentieth Eliathah, with his sons and his brothers, twelve; 28The twenty-
first Hothir, with his sons and his brothers, twelve; 29The twenty-second Giddalti, with
his sons and his brothers, twelve; 30The twenty-third Mahazioth, with his sons and his
brothers, twelve; 31 The twenty-fourth Romamti-ezer, with his sons and his brothers,
twelve.

26
1For thedivisionsof thedoor-keepers: of theKorahites,Meshelemiah, the sonofKore,

of the sons of Ebiasaph. 2AndMeshelemiah had sons: Zechariah the oldest, Jediael the
second, Zebadiah the third, Jathniel the fourth, 3 Elam the fifth, Jehohanan the sixth,
Eliehoenai the seventh. 4AndObed-edomhad sons: Shemaiah theoldest, Jehozabad the
second, Joah the third, and Sacar the fourth, and Nethanel the fifth, 5Ammiel the sixth,
Issachar the seventh, Peullethai the eighth; for the blessing of God was on him. 6And
Shemaiah his son had sons, rulers over the family of their father, for they were able
men. 7 The sons of Shemaiah: Othni and Rephael and Obed, Elzabad, whose brothers
were great men of war, Elihu and Semachiah. 8All these were sons of Obed-edom: they
and their sons and their brothers, able men and strong for the work; sixty-two sons of
Obed-edom. 9Meshelemiah had sons and brothers, eighteen able men. 10And Hosah,
a son of the children of Merari, had sons: Shimri the chief (for though he was not the
oldest, his father made him chief); 11Hilkiah the second, Tebaliah the third, Zechariah
the fourth: Hosah had thirteen sons and brothers. 12Of these were the divisions of the
door-keepers, men of authority, having responsible positions like their brothers to be
servants in the house of the Lord. 13 And the families were taken by the decision of
the Lord for every door; the small family had the same chance as the great. 14And the
care of the door on the east came out for Shelemiah. Then the name of Zechariah his
son, a man wise in discussion, came out, and the door on the north was given to him.
15 To Obed-edom, that on the south; and to his sons, the store-house. 16 To Hosah, the
door on the west, by the door of Shallecheth, at the footway which goes up, watch by
watch. 17On the east were six Levites a day, and on the north and the south four a day,
and for the store-house two and two. 18 For the pillared way, on the west, four at the
footway and two at the pillared way itself. 19These were the divisions of door-keepers,
of the sons of the Korahites and of the sons of Merari. 20And the Levites their brothers
were responsible for the stores of the house of God and the holy things. 21 The sons
of Ladan: sons of the Gershonites of the family of Ladan, heads of families of Ladan
the Gershonite, Jehieli. 22 The sons of Jehieli: Zetham and Joel, his brother, had the
care of the stores of the house of the Lord. 23Of the Amramites, of the Izharites, of the
Hebronites, of the Uzzielites: 24And Shebuel, the son of Gershom, the son ofMoses, was
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controller of the stores. 25And his brothers: of Eliezer, Rehabiah his son, and Jeshaiah
his son, and Joram his son, and Zichri his son, and Shelomoth his son. 26 Shelomoth
and his brothers were responsible for all the store of holy things which David the king
and the heads of families, the captains of thousands and of hundreds, and the captains
of the army, had given to the Lord. 27 From the goods taken in war, they gave, as a
holy offering, materials for the building of the house of the Lord. 28 And everything
Samuel the prophet and Saul, the son of Kish, and Abner, the son of Ner, and Joab, the
son of Zeruiah, had made holy; whatever anyone had given, it was under the care of
Shelomoth andhis brothers. 29Of the Izharites, Chenaniah andhis sons had to do all the
publicbusinessof Israel, in relation to judgesandmen inauthority. 30Of theHebronites,
Hashabiah and his brothers, seventeen hundred able men, were overseers of Israel on
the other side of the Jordan, to the west, being responsible for all the work of the Lord's
house and for the work done by the king's servants. 31Of the Hebronites, Jerijah was
the chief of all the Hebronites, in their generations by families. In the fortieth year of
the rule of David a search was made, and able men were seen among them at Jazer
of Gilead. 32 And his brothers were two thousand, seven hundred able men, heads of
families, whom King David made overseers over the Reubenites and the Gadites and
the half-tribe of Manasseh, in everything to do with God, and for the king's business.

27
1 Now the number of the children of Israel, that is, the heads of families, and the

captains of thousands and of hundreds, and the men in authority who were servants
of the king in anything to do with the divisions which came in and went out month by
month through all themonths of the year, in every divisionwere twenty-four thousand.
2Over the first division for the first month was Ishbaal, the son of Zabdiel; and in his
divisionwere twenty-four thousand. 3Hewasof the sonsofPerez, and thechiefofall the
captains of the army for the first month. 4And over the division for the second month
was Eleazar, the son of Dodai the Ahohite, the ruler; and in his division were twenty-
four thousand. 5The third captain of the army for the thirdmonthwas Benaiah, the son
of Jehoiada the priest; and in his divisionwere twenty-four thousand. 6This is the same
Benaiahwhowas the great man of the thirty, chief of the thirty; and in his division was
Ammizabad his son. 7The fourth captain for the fourthmonth was Asahel, the brother
of Joab, and Zebadiah his son after him; and in his divisionwere twenty-four thousand.
8 The fifth captain for the fifth month was Shamhuth the Izrahite; and in his division
were twenty-four thousand. 9 The sixth captain for the sixth month was Ira, the son
of Ikkesh the Tekoite; and in his division were twenty-four thousand. 10 The seventh
captain for the seventh month was Helez the Pelonite, of the sons of Ephraim; and in
his division were twenty-four thousand. 11 The eighth captain for the eighth month
was Sibbecai the Hushathite, of the Zerahites; and in his division were twenty-four
thousand. 12The ninth captain for the ninthmonthwas Abiezer the Anathothite, of the
Benjamites; and in his divisionwere twenty-four thousand. 13The tenth captain for the
tenth month was Maharai the Netophathite, of the Zerahites; and in his division were
twenty-four thousand. 14The eleventh captain for the eleventhmonthwas Benaiah the
Pirathonite, of the sons of Ephraim; and in his division were twenty-four thousand.
15 The twelfth captain for the twelfth month was Heldai the Netophathite, of Othniel;
and in his division were twenty-four thousand. 16 And over the tribes of Israel: the
ruler of the Reubenites was Eliezer, the son of Zichri; of the Simeonites, Shephatiah,
the son of Maacah; 17 Of Levi, Hashabiah, the son of Kemuel; of Aaron, Zadok; 18 Of
Judah, Elihu, one of the brothers of David; of Issachar, Omri, the son of Michael; 19Of
Zebulun, Ishmaiah, the son of Obadiah; of Naphtali, Jerimoth, the son of Azriel; 20 Of
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the children of Ephraim, Hoshea, the son of Azaziah; of the half-tribe of Manasseh,
Joel, the son of Pedaiah; 21 Of the half-tribe of Manasseh in Gilead, Iddo, the son of
Zechariah; of Benjamin, Jaasiel, the son of Abner; 22Of Dan, Azarel, the son of Jeroham.
These were the captains of the tribes of Israel. 23 But David did not take the number
of those who were under twenty years old, for the Lord had said that he would make
Israel like the stars of heaven in number. 24 The numbering was started by Joab, the
son of Zeruiah, but he did not go on to the end; and because of it, wrath came on Israel
and the number was not recorded in the history of King David. 25And Azmaveth, the
son of Adiel, was controller of the king's property; Jonathan, the son of Uzziah, had
control of all store-houses in countryplaces and in the townsand little townsand strong
places; 26 Ezri, the son of Chelub, had authority over the field-workers and farmers;
27Shimei the Ramathitewas responsible for the vine-gardens; Zabdi the Shiphmitewas
responsible for the produce of the vine-gardens and for all the stores of wine; 28 Baal-
hanan the Gederite was responsible for the olive-trees and the sycamore-trees in the
lowlands; and Joash for the stores of oil; 29And Shitrai the Sharonite was responsible
for the herds in the grass-lands of Sharon, and Shaphat, the son of Adlai, for those in the
valleys; 30Obil the Ishmaelite had control of the camels and Jehdeiah the Meronothite
of the she-asses; 31 The flocks were in the care of Jaziz the Hagarite. All these were the
controllers of King David's property. 32Now Jonathan, David's father's brother, expert
in discussion, and a man of good sense, was a scribe; and Jehiel the son of Hachmoni,
had the care of the king's sons; 33 And Ahithophel was the king's expert in discussion
andHushai the Archite was the king's friend. 34After Ahithophel was Jehoiada, the son
of Benaiah, and Abiathar; and the captain of the king's armywas Joab.

28
1AndDavidgot togetherat Jerusalemall therulersof Israel, thechiefsof the tribesand

the captains of the divisions waiting on the king in turn, and the captains of thousands
and the captains of hundreds and the controllers of all the goods and property of the
king and his sons, with the unsexed servants and the great men of war. 2 Then David
the king got up and said, Give ear tome,my brothers andmypeople; it wasmy desire to
put up a house, a resting-place for the ark of the Lord's agreement, and for the foot-rest
of our God; and I had got material ready for the building of it. 3But God said to me, You
arenot to be thebuilder of ahouse formyname, because youare amanofwar andhave
taken life; 4Though the Lord, the God of Israel, took me out of all my father's family, to
be king over Israel for ever, marking out Judah to be chief, and, of the people of Judah,
my father's family; and among the sons of my father he was pleased to make me king
over all Israel; 5Andof allmy sons (for the Lordhas givenmea great number of sons) he
has made selection of Solomon to take his place on the seat of the kingdom of the Lord
over Israel. 6And he said to me, Solomon your son will be the builder of my house and
the open spaces round it; for I have taken him to be my son, and I will be his father. 7 I
will keep his kingdom in its place for ever, if he is strong at all times to do my orders
and keep my rules, as at this day. 8 So now, before the eyes of all Israel, the people of
the Lord, and in the hearing of our God, keep and be true to the orders of the Lord your
God; so that you may have this good land for yourselves and give it for a heritage to
your children after you for ever. 9And you, Solomonmy son, get knowledge of the God
of your father, andbehis servantwith a trueheart andwith a strongdesire, for the Lord
is the searcher of all hearts, and has knowledge of all the designs of men's thoughts; if
youmake search for him, he will be near you; but if you are turned away from him, he
will give you up for ever. 10Now then, take note; for the Lord hasmade selection of you
to be the builder of a house for the holy place. Be strong and do it. 11ThenDavid gave to
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his son Solomon the design of the doorway of the house of God and of its houses and its
store-houses, and the higher rooms and the inner rooms and the place for the mercy-
seat; 12And the design of all he had in his heart for the outer squares of the house of the
Lord, and for the rooms all round it, and for the store-houses of the house of the Lord,
and for the store-houses for the holy things; 13And for the divisions of the priests and
Levites, and for all the work in connection with the worship of the house of the Lord,
and all the vessels used in the house of the Lord; 14Of gold, by weight, for the vessels of
gold, for all the vessels of different uses; and silver for all the vessels of silver byweight,
for vessels of different uses; 15And gold byweight for the light-supports and the vessels
for the lights, the weight of gold needed for every support and every vessel for lights;
and for the silver light-supports, the weight of silver needed for every support and for
the different vessels as every one was to be used; 16And gold by weight for the tables
for the holy bread for every table, and silver for the silver tables; 17 Clear gold for the
meat-hooks and the basins and the cups; for the gold basins, gold enough byweight for
every basin; and silver byweight for every silver basin; 18And the best gold for the altar
of perfumes; and gold for the design of the carriage, for the winged ones whose wings
were outstretched covering the ark of the Lord's agreement. 19All this, said David, the
design for all these things, has beenmade dear tome inwriting by the hand of the Lord.
20And David said to his son Solomon, Be strong and of a good heart and do your work;
have no fear and do not be troubled, for the Lord God, my God, is with you; he will not
give you up, and his face will not be turned away from you, till all the work necessary
for the house of the Lord is complete. 21And see, there are the divisions of the priests
andLevites for all thework of the house of God; and every trained and expertworkman
will be ready to do for you whatever is needed; and the captains and the people will be
under your orders in everything.

29
1AndDavid theking said toall thepeople, Solomonmyson, theonlyonewhohasbeen

markedoutbyGod, is still younganduntested, and thework is great, for this greathouse
is not for man, but for the Lord God. 2Now as far as I am able, I have made ready what
is needed for the house of my God; the gold for the things of gold, and the silver for the
silver things, and the brass for the brass things, iron for the things of iron, andwood for
the things of wood; beryls and jewels to be framed, and stones of different colours for
ornament; all sorts of stones of great price, and polished building-stone, as much as is
needed andmore. 3And because this house of God is dear tome, I givemy private store
of gold and silver to the house of my God, in addition to all I have got ready for the holy
house; 4Even three thousand talents of gold of Ophir and seven thousand talents of the
best silver, for plating the walls of the house: 5Gold for the gold things, and silver for
the silver things, and for every sort of work to be done by the expert workmen. Who
thenwill come forward, offering himself this day for the Lord's work? 6Then the heads
of families and the chiefs of the tribes of Israel, and the captains of thousands and of
hundreds,with the controllers of the king's business, freely gave themselves; 7And they
gave for the use of the house of the Lord, five thousand talents and ten thousand darics
of gold, and ten thousand talents of silver, and eighteen thousand talents of brass, and a
hundred thousand talents of iron. 8And those who had stones of great price gave them
to the store of the house of the Lord, under the care of Jehiel the Gershonite. 9Then the
people were glad because their offerings were freely given, for with a true heart they
freely gave what they had to the Lord; and David the king was full of joy. 10 So David
gave praise to the Lord before all the people; and David said, Praise be to you, O Lord
the God of Israel, our father for ever and ever. 11Yours, O Lord, is the strength and the
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power and the glory, and the authority and the honour: for everything in heaven and
on earth is yours; yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are lifted up as head over all.
12Wealth and honour come from you, and you are ruler over all, and in your hand is
power and strength; it is in your power to make great, and to give strength to all. 13 So
now, our God, we give you praise, honouring the glory of your name. 14 But who am I
and what is my people, that we have power to give so freely in this way? for all things
come from you, andwhatwe have given you is yours. 15Forwe, as all our fathers were,
are like men from a strange country before you, who have got a place for a time in the
land; our days on the earth are like a shade, and there is no hope of going on. 16O Lord
our God, all this store, which we have made ready for the building of a house for your
holy name, comes fromyour hand and is yours. 17And I amconscious,myGod, that you
are the searcher of hearts, taking pleasure in righteousness. As forme, with an upright
heart I have freely given all these things; and I have seen with joy your people who are
here to make their offerings freely to you. 18O Lord, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and
of Israel, our fathers, keep this for ever in the deepest thoughts of your people, and let
their hearts be fixed and true to you; 19 And give to Solomon my son a true heart, to
keep your orders, your rules, and your laws, and to do all these things, and to put up
this great house for which I have made ready. 20And David said to all the people, Now
give praise to the Lord your God. And all the people gave praise to the Lord, the God
of their fathers, with bent heads worshipping the Lord and the king. 21And they made
offerings to theLord, andgaveburnedofferings to theLord, on thedayafter, a thousand
oxen, a thousand sheep, and a thousand lambs, with their drink offerings, and a great
wealth of offerings for all Israel. 22Andwith great joy theymade a feast before the Lord
that day. And theymade Solomon, the son of David, king a second time, putting the holy
oil on him to make him holy to the Lord as ruler, and on Zadok as priest. 23 So Solomon
was put on the seat of the Lord as king in place of his father David, and everythingwent
well for him; and all Israel was under his authority. 24And all the chiefs and the men
of war and all the sons of King David put themselves under the authority of Solomon
the king. 25And the Lordmade Solomon great in the eyes of all Israel, clothing himwith
glory and honour such as no other king in Israel had had before him. 26NowDavid, the
son of Jesse, was king over all Israel. 27For forty years hewas ruling as king over Israel,
seven years in Hebron and thirty-three years in Jerusalem. 28And he came to his end
after a long life, full of days and great wealth and honour; and Solomon his son became
king in his place. 29Now all the acts of David, first and last, are recorded in thewords of
Samuel the seer, and the words of Nathan the prophet, and the words of Gad the seer;
30Together with all his rule and his power, and the events which took place in his time,
in Israel and in all the kingdoms of other lands.
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The Second Book of Chronicles
1AndSolomon, the sonofDavid,madehimself strong inhis kingdom, and theLordhis

Godwaswithhim, andmadehimverygreat. 2AndSolomonsentword toall Israel, to the
captains of thousands and of hundreds and to the judges and to every chief in all Israel,
heads of their families. 3Then Solomon, and all the men of Israel with him, went to the
high place at Gibeon, because the Tent of meeting of God, which Moses, the servant of
the Lord, had made in the waste land, was there. 4But the ark of God had been moved
byDavid fromKiriath-jearim to theplacewhichhehadmade ready for it, for hehadput
up a tent for it at Jerusalem. 5And the altar of brasswhichBezalel, the sonofUri, the son
ofHur, hadmade,was there before the Tent of the Lord; and Solomonand all the people
went to give worship there. 6And Solomon went up there to the brass altar before the
Lord at the Tent of meeting, offering on it a thousand burned offerings. 7 In that night
God came to Solomon in a vision, and said to him, Say what I am to give you. 8 And
Solomon said to God, Great was yourmercy to Davidmy father, and you havemademe
king in his place. 9Now, O Lord God, let your word to David my father come true; for
you have made me king over a people like the dust of the earth in number. 10Give me
now wisdom and knowledge, so that I may go out and come in before this people: for
who is able to be the judge of this great people of yours? 11And God said to Solomon,
Because this was in your heart, and you did not make request for money, property,
or honour, or for the destruction of your haters, or for long life; but you have made
request for wisdom and knowledge for yourself, so that you may be the judge of my
people over whom I have made you king: 12Wisdom and knowledge are given to you;
and I will give you wealth and honour, such as no king has had before you or ever will
have after you. 13So Solomonwent back from the high place at Gibeon, frombefore the
Tent ofmeeting, to Jerusalem; and hewas king over Israel. 14And Solomon got together
war-carriages and horsemen; he had one thousand, four hundred carriages and twelve
thousand horsemen,which he kept, some in the carriage-towns and somewith the king
at Jerusalem. 15And the king made silver and gold as common as stones in Jerusalem,
and cedar like the sycamore-trees of the lowland in number. 16And Solomon's horses
came out of Egypt; the king's traders got them from Kue at a price. 17 A war-carriage
might be got from Egypt for six hundred shekels of silver, and a horse for a hundred
and fifty: they got them at the same rate for all the kings of the Hittites and the kings of
Aram.

2
1 Now it was Solomon's purpose to put up a house for the name of the Lord and a

house for himself as king. 2 And Solomon had seventy thousand men numbered for
transport, and eighty thousand for cutting stone in themountains, and three thousand,
six hundred as overseers. 3 And Solomon sent to Huram, king of Tyre, saying, As you
did for my father David, sending him cedar-trees for the building of his house, 4 See! I
am building a house for the name of the Lord my God, to be made holy to him, where
perfumes of sweet spices will be burned before him, and the holy bread will be placed
at all times, and burned offeringswill be offeredmorning and evening, on the Sabbaths
and at the new moons, and on the regular feasts of the Lord our God. This is a law for
ever to Israel. 5And the house which I am building is to be great, for our God is greater
than all gods. 6Butwhomay have strength enough tomake a house for him, seeing that
theheavenand theheavenof heavens arenotwide enough to behis resting-place? who
am I then tomake a house for him? But I ambuilding it only for the burning of perfume
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before him. 7 So now send me an expert worker in gold and silver and brass and iron?
in purple and red and blue, and in the cutting of all sorts of ornament, to be with the
expert workmen who are here in Judah and in Jerusalem, whom my father David got
together. 8And sendme cedar-trees, cypress-trees and sandal-wood from Lebanon, for,
to my knowledge, your servants are expert wood-cutters in Lebanon; and my servants
will be with yours, 9 To get trees for me in great numbers, for the house which I am
building is to be great and a wonder. 10 And I will give as food to your servants, the
wood-cutters, twenty thousand measures of grain, and twenty thousand measures of
barley and twenty thousand measures of wine and twenty thousand measures of oil.
11Then Huram, king of Tyre, sent Solomon an answer in writing, saying, Because of his
love for his people the Lord hasmade you king over them. 12AndHuram said, Praise be
to the Lord, the God of Israel, maker of heaven and earth, who has given to David the
king awise son, full of wisdom and good sense, to be the builder of a house for the Lord
and a house for himself as king. 13And now I am sending you a wise and expert man,
Huramwho is asmy father, 14The sonof awomanof the daughters ofDan,whose father
was aman of Tyre, an expert worker in gold and silver and brass and iron, in stone and
wood, in purple and blue and fair linen and red, trained in the cutting of every sort
of ornament and the invention of every sort of design; let him be given a place among
your expert workmen and those of my lord, your father David. 15 So now let my lord
send to his servants the grain and the oil and the wine as my lord has said; 16And we
will have wood cut from Lebanon, as much as you have need of, and will send it to you
on flat boats by sea to Joppa, and from there you may take it up to Jerusalem. 17 Then
Solomon took thenumberof all themen fromstrange landswhowere living in Israel, as
his fatherDavid haddone; therewere ahundred andfifty-three thousand, six hundred.
18Seventy thousand he put to thework of transport, eighty thousand to cutting stone in
themountains, and three thousand, six hundred as overseers to put the people towork.

3
1 Then Solomon made a start at building the house of the Lord on Mount Moriah in

Jerusalem, where the Lord had been seen by his father David, in the place which David
had made ready in the grain-floor of Ornan the Jebusite. 2 The building was started in
the secondmonth in the fourth year of his rule. 3And Solomonput the base of the house
of God in position; by the oldermeasure it was sixty cubits long and twenty cubitswide.
4And the coveredway in front of thehousewas twenty cubits long, aswide as thehouse,
and a hundred and twenty cubits high, all plated inside with the best gold. 5 And the
greater housewas roofedwith cypress-wood, platedwith thebest gold andornamented
with designs of palm-trees and chains. 6And the housewasmade beautiful with stones
of great value, and the gold was gold of Parvaim. 7All the house was plated with gold,
the supports, the steps, the walls and the doors; and the walls were ornamented with
designs of winged ones. 8And he made the most holy place; it was twenty cubits long,
and twenty cubits wide, like the greater house, and was plated all over with the best
gold; six hundred talents were used for it. 9And fifty shekels weight of gold was used
for the nails. He had all the higher rooms platedwith gold. 10And in themost holy place
he made images of two winged beings, covering them with gold. 11 Their outstretched
wings were twenty cubits across; one wing, five cubits long, touching the wall of the
house, and the other, of the same size, meeting thewing of the otherwinged one. 12And
in the sameway, thewingsof theother, fivecubits long,were stretchedout, one touching
the wall and the other meeting the wing of the first winged one. 13 Their outstretched
wingswere twentycubits across; theywereplaceduprighton their feet, facing the inner
part of the house. 14And hemade the veil of blue and purple and red, of the best linen,
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worked with winged ones. 15And in front of the house he made two pillars, thirty-five
cubits high, with crowns on the tops of them, five cubits high. 16And he made chains,
like neck ornaments, and put them on the tops of the pillars, and a hundred apples on
the chains. 17He put up the pillars in front of the Temple, one on the right side and one
on the left, naming the one on the right Jachin and that on the left Boaz.

4
1 Then he made a brass altar, twenty cubits long, twenty cubits wide and ten cubits

high. 2 And he made the great water-vessel of metal, round in form, measuring ten
cubits across from edge to edge; it was five cubits high and thirty cubits round. 3And
under it was a design of flowers all round it, ten to a cubit, circling the water-vessel in
two lines; they were made from liquid metal at the same time as the water-vessel. 4 It
was supported on twelve oxen, three facing to the north, three to the west, three to the
south, and three to the east, the water-vessel resting on top of them; their back parts
were all turned to the middle of it. 5 It was as thick as a man's open hand, and the edge
of it was curved like the edge of a cup, like a lily flower; it would take three thousand
baths. 6And hemade ten washing-vessels, putting five on the right side and five on the
left; such things as were used inmaking the burned offering were washed in them; but
the great water-vessel was to be used by the priests for washing themselves. 7And he
made the ten gold supports for the lights, as directions had been given for them, and he
put them in the Temple, five on the right side and five on the left. 8Hemade ten tables,
and put them in the Temple, five on the right side and five on the left. And he made a
hundred gold basins. 9Then hemade the open space for the priests, and the great open
space and its doors, plating the doorswith brass. 10He put the greatwater-vessel on the
right side of the house to the east, facing south. 11AndHurammade all the pots and the
spades and the basins. So he came to the end of all the work he did for King Solomon in
the house of God: 12 The two pillars, and the two crowns on the tops of the pillars, and
the network covering the two cups of the crowns on the tops of the pillars; 13And the
four hundred apples for the network, two lines of apples for the network covering the
two cups of the crowns on thepillars. 14Andhemade the tenbases and the tenwashing-
vesselswhichwereon thebases; 15Thegreatwater-vesselwith the twelveoxenunder it.
16All the pots and the spades and themeat-hooks and their vessels, which Huram, who
was as his father, made for King Solomon for the house of the Lord, were of polished
brass. 17The king made them of liquid metal in the lowland of Jordan, in the soft earth
between Succoth and Zeredah. 18 So Solomonmade all these vessels, a very great store
of them, and the weight of the brass used was not measured. 19 And Solomon made
all the vessels used in the house of God, the gold altar and the tables on which the holy
breadwasplaced, 20And the supports for the lightswith their lights, to beburning in the
regular way in front of the inmost room, of the best gold; 21The flowers and the vessels
for the lights and the instruments used for them, were all of gold; it was the best gold.
22The scissors and the basins and the spoons and the fire-trays, of the best gold; and the
inner doors of the house, opening into themost holy place, and the doors of the Temple,
were all of gold.

5
1 So all the work which Solomon did for the house of the Lord was complete. And

Solomon took the holy things which David his father had given, the silver and the gold
andall thevessels, andput themin the store-housesof thehouseofGod. 2ThenSolomon
sent for all the responsible men of Israel, all the chiefs of the tribes and the heads of
families of the children of Israel, to come to Jerusalem and take the ark of the Lord's



2 Chronicles 5:3 397 2 Chronicles 6:14

agreement up out of the town of David, which is Zion. 3And all the men of Israel came
together to the king at the feast in the seventhmonth. 4All the responsiblemen of Israel
came, and the Levites took up the ark. 5 They took up the ark and the Tent of meeting
and all the holy vessels which were in the Tent; all these the priests, the Levites, took
up. 6AndKingSolomonandall themenof Israelwhohadcome together therewithhim,
werebefore theark,makingofferingsof sheepandoxenmore thanmightbenumbered.
7And the priests took the ark of the Lord's agreement and put it in its place, in the inner
roomof thehouse, in themostholyplace, under thewingsof thewingedones. 8For their
wingswereoutstretchedover theplacewhere thearkwas, covering thearkand its rods.
9The rodswere so long that their endswere seen from the holy place before the inmost
room; but they were not seen from outside; and there they are to this day. 10Nothing
was in the ark but the two flat stones which Moses put there at Horeb, where the Lord
made an agreement with the children of Israel when they came out of Egypt. 11Now
when the priests had come out of the holy place, (for all the priests who were present
hadmade themselves holy, not keeping to their divisions; 12And the Levites whomade
the music, all of them, Asaph, Heman, Jeduthun, and their sons and brothers, robed in
fair linen,were in theirplaceswith theirbrassandcorded instrumentsat theeast sideof
the altar, andwith them a hundred and twenty priests blowing horns;) 13Andwhen the
players on horns, and those who made melody in song, with one voice were sounding
the praise and glory of the Lord; with loud voices andwithwind instruments, and brass
and corded instruments ofmusic, praising the Lord and saying, He is good; hismercy is
unchanging for ever: then the house was full of the cloud of the glory of the Lord, 14 So
that the priests were not able to keep their places to do their work because of the cloud;
for the house of God was full of the glory of the Lord.

6
1Then Solomon said, O Lord, to the sun you have given the heaven for a living-place,

but your living-place was not seen by men, 2 So I have made for you a living-place, a
house in which you may be for ever present. 3 Then, turning his face about, the king
gave a blessing to all the men of Israel; and they were all on their feet together. 4And
he said, Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, who himself gave his word tomy father
David, and with his strong hand has made his word come true, saying, 5 From the day
when I took my people out of the land of Egypt, no town in all the tribes of Israel has
been marked out by me for the building of a house for the resting-place of my name;
and I took no man to be a ruler over my people Israel; 6But now I have made selection
of Jerusalem, that my name might be there, and of David, to be over my people Israel.
7Now it was in the heart of my father David to put up a house for the name of the Lord,
the God of Israel. 8 But the Lord said to David my father, You did well to have in your
heart the desire tomake a house formy name: 9But you yourself will not be the builder
of the house; but your son, the offspring of your body, he it is who will put up a house
for my name. 10 And the Lord has kept his word; for I have taken my father David's
place on the seat of the kingdom of Israel, as the Lord gave his word; and I have made
the house for the name of the Lord the God of Israel. 11And there I have put the ark, in
which is the agreement of the Lord, which he made with the people of Israel. 12 Then
he took his place in front of the altar of the Lord, all the men of Israel being present,
13 (For Solomon had made a brass stage, five cubits long, five cubits wide and three
cubits high, and had put it in the middle of the open space; on this he took his place
and went down on his knees before all the meeting of Israel, stretching out his hands
to heaven.) 14And he said, O Lord, the God of Israel, there is no God like you in heaven
or on earth; keeping faith and mercy unchanging for your servants, while they go in
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your ways with all their hearts; 15 For you have kept the word which you gave to your
servant David, my father; with your mouth you said it and with your hand you have
made it come true this day. 16 So now, O Lord, the God of Israel, let your word to your
servant David, my father, come true, when you said, Youwill never bewithout aman to
take his place before me on the seat of the kingdom of Israel; if only your children give
attention to their ways, walking in my law, as you have done before me. 17 So now, O
Lord, theGodof Israel,makeyourwordcometruewhichyousaid toyour servantDavid.
18But is it truly possible that God may be housed with men on earth? see, heaven and
theheavenof heavens arenotwide enough to be your resting-place: howmuch less this
housewhich I havemade: 19Still, let your heart be turned to the prayer of your servant
and to his prayer for grace, O LordmyGod, and give ear to the cry and the prayerwhich
your servant makes before you; 20 That your eyes may be open to this house day and
night, to this place of which you have said that you would put your name there; to give
ear to the prayer which your servant may make, turning to this place. 21And give ear
to the prayers of your servant and of your people Israel, when theymake their prayers,
turning to this place; give ear from heaven your living-place; and hearing have mercy.
22 If aman doeswrong to his neighbour and has to take an oath, and comes before your
altar to take his oath in this house: 23 Then let your ear be open in heaven, and be the
judge of your servants, giving punishment to the wrongdoer, so that his sin may come
on his head; and, by your decision, keeping from evil him who has done no wrong.
24 And if your people Israel are overcome in war, because of their sin against you; if
they are turned to you again, honouring your name, making prayers and requesting
your grace in this house: 25 Then give ear from heaven, and let the sin of your people
Israel have forgiveness, and take them back again to the land which you gave to them
and to their fathers. 26When heaven is shut up and there is no rain, because of their sin
against you: if they make prayers with their faces turned to this place, honouring your
nameand turning away from their sinwhen you send trouble on them: 27Then give ear
fromheaven, so that the sin of your servants and the sin of your people Israelmay have
forgiveness, when you make clear to them the good way in which they are to go; and
sendrainonyour landwhichyouhavegiven toyourpeople for theirheritage. 28 If there
is no food in the land, if there is disease, if the fruits of the earth are damaged by heat or
water, locust orworm; if their towns are shut in by their attackers: whatever trouble or
whatever disease there may be: 29Whatever prayer or request for your grace is made
by anyman, or by all your people Israel, whatever his troublemay be, whose hands are
stretched out to this house: 30Then give ear from heaven your living-place, answering
with forgiveness, and give to every man, whose secret heart is open to you, the reward
of all his ways; (for you, and you only, have knowledge of the hearts of the children of
men;) 31 So that they may give you worship, walking in your ways, as long as they are
living in the land which you gave to our fathers. 32And as for the man from a strange
land, who is not of your people Israel but comes from a far country because of the glory
of yournameandyour stronghandandyouroutstretchedarm;whenhe comes tomake
his prayer, turning to this house: 33 Then give ear from heaven your living-place, and
give him his desire, whatever it may be; so that all the peoples of the earth may have
knowledge of your name, worshipping you as do your people Israel, and may see that
this house which I have made is truly named by your name. 34 If your people go out
to war against their attackers, by whatever way youmay send them, if theymake their
prayers toyou turning their faces to this townofyoursand to thishousewhich Ihaveput
up for your name: 35Then give ear from heaven to their prayer and their cry for grace,
and see right done to them. 36 If they do wrong against you, (for noman is without sin,)
and you are angrywith them, and give themup into the power of thosewhoarefighting



2 Chronicles 6:37 399 2 Chronicles 7:16

against them, so that they take them away prisoners to a land far off or near; 37And if
they take thought, in the land where they are prisoners, turning again to you, crying
out in prayer to you in that land, and saying, We are sinners, we have done wrong, we
have done evil; 38 If with all their heart and soul they are turned again to you, in the
land where they are prisoners, the land where they have been taken, and make their
prayers, turning their eyes to their landwhich you gave to their fathers, and to the town
which you took for yourself, and the house which I have made for your name: 39Then
give ear from heaven your living-place to their prayer and their cry, and see right done
to them, answering with forgiveness your people who have done wrong against you.
40Now, O my God, may your eyes be open and your ears awake to the prayers made in
this place. 41 Up! now, O Lord God, come back to your resting-place, you and the ark
of your strength: let your priests, O Lord God, be clothed with salvation, and let your
saints be glad inwhat is good. 42O Lord God, let himwhom you have taken for yourself
never be given up by you: keep inmind yourmercies to David your servant.

7
1Now when Solomon's prayers were ended, fire came down from heaven, burning

up all the offerings; and the house was full of the glory of the Lord. 2 And the priests
were not able to go into the house of the Lord, for the Lord's house was full of the glory
of the Lord. 3And all the children of Israel were looking on when the fire came down,
and the glory of the Lord was on the house; and they went down on their knees, with
their faces to the earth, worshipping and praising the Lord, and saying, He is good; for
his mercy is unchanging for ever. 4 Then the king and all the people made offerings
before the Lord. 5 King Solomon made an offering of twenty-two thousand oxen, and
a hundred and twenty thousand sheep. So the king and all the people kept the feast of
the opening of the house of God. 6And the priests were in their places, and the Levites
with their instruments of music for the Lord's song, which David the king had made
for the praise of the Lord whosemercy is unchanging for ever, when David gave praise
by their hand; and the priests were sounding horns before them; and all Israel were
on their feet. 7 Then Solomon made holy the middle of the open square in front of the
houseof theLord, offering theburnedofferings there, and the fat of thepeace-offerings;
for there was not room on the brass altar which Solomon had made for all the burned
offerings and the meal offerings and the fat. 8 So Solomon kept the feast at that time
for seven days, and all Israel with him, a very great meeting, for the people had come
together from the way into Hamath and from as far as the river of Egypt. 9And on the
eighth day they had a holy meeting; the offerings for making the altar holy went on for
seven days, and the feast for seven days. 10And on the twenty-third day of the seventh
month, he sent thepeople away to their tents, full of joy andglad in their hearts, because
of all thegoodwhich theLordhaddone toDavidand toSolomonand to Israelhispeople.
11 So Solomon came to the end of building the house of the Lord and the king's house;
andeverythingwhich itwas inhismind tomake in thehouseof theLordand forhimself
had been well done. 12Now the Lord came to Solomon in a vision by night, and said to
him, I have given ear to your prayer, and have taken this place for myself as a house
where offerings are to be made. 13 If, at my word, heaven is shut up, so that there is no
rain, or if I send locusts on the land for its destruction, or if I send disease onmy people;
14 If my people, on whom my name is named, make themselves low and come to me
in prayer, searching for me and turning from their evil ways; then I will give ear from
heaven, overlooking their sin, andwill give life again to their land. 15Nowmy eyes will
be open and my ears awake to the prayers made in this place. 16 For I have taken this
house formyself andmade it holy, so that my namemay be there for ever; andmy eyes
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and my heart will be there at all times. 17 And as for you, if you will go on your way
before me as David your father did, doing whatever I have given you orders to do and
keepingmy laws andmydecisions: 18Then Iwillmake strong the seat of your kingdom,
as I gave my word to David your father, saying, You will never be without a man to be
ruler in Israel. 19But if youare turnedaway fromme, anddonot keepmyorders andmy
laws which I have put before you, but go and make yourselves servants to other gods,
giving them worship: 20 Then I will have this people uprooted out of my land which I
have given them; and this house, which I havemade holy for my name, I will put away
from before my eyes, andmake it an example and a word of shame among all peoples.
21And this housewill become amass of brokenwalls, and everyonewho goes bywill be
overcome with wonder, and will say, Why has the Lord done so to this land and to this
house? 22And their answer will be, Because they were turned away from the Lord, the
God of their fathers, who took them out of the land of Egypt, and took for themselves
other gods and gave them worship and became their servants: that is why he has sent
all this evil on them.

8
1 Now at the end of twenty years, in which time Solomon had put up the house

of the Lord and a house for himself, 2 He took in hand the building up of the towns
which Huram had given him, causing the children of Israel to make living-places for
themselves there. 3 And Solomon went to Hamath-zobah and overcame it. 4 And he
put up the buildings of Tadmor in thewaste land, and of all the store-towns in Hamath;
5And of Beth-horon the higher and the lower, walled towns with walls and doorways
and locks; 6And of Baalath, and all the store-towns which Solomon had, and the towns
where he kept his war-carriages and his horse men, and everything which it was his
pleasure to put up in Jerusalem and in Lebanon and in all the land under his rule. 7As
for all the rest of the Hittites and the Amorites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and
the Jebusites, who were not of Israel: 8Their men who were still living in the land, and
whom the children of Israel had not put an end to, these Solomon put to forcedwork, as
is done to this day; 9But Solomon did not make use of the children of Israel as servants
for his work; they were men of war, his chiefs and his captains, and captains of his
war-carriages and his horsemen. 10Now these were the chief men in authority whom
King Solomonhad: two hundred andfifty of them, in authority over the people. 11Then
Solomonmade Pharaoh's daughter come up from the town of David to the housewhich
he had made for her; for he said, I will not have my wife living in the house of David,
king of Israel, because those placeswhere the ark of the Lord has come are holy. 12Then
Solomon made burned offerings to the Lord on the altar of the Lord which he had put
up in front of the covered way, 13Offering every day what had been ordered by Moses,
on the Sabbaths and at the newmoon and at the regular feasts three times a year, that
is at the feast of unleavened bread, the feast of weeks, and the feast of tents. 14 And
he gave the divisions of the priests their places for their work, as ordered by his father
David, and to the Levites he gave their work of praise and waiting on the priests, to do
whatwas needed day by day; and he gave the door-keepers their places in turn at every
door; for so David, theman of God, had given orders. 15All the orders given by the king
to the priests and Levites, in connection with any business or stores, were done with
care. 16And all the work of Solomon was complete, from the day when he put the base
of the Lord's house in position, till Solomon had come to the end of building the Lord's
house. 17Then Solomonwent to Ezion-geber and to Eloth by the sea in the land of Edom.
18AndHuram sent him, by his servants, ships and experienced seamen, whowentwith
the servants of Solomon to Ophir and came back with four hundred and fifty talents of
gold, which they took to King Solomon.
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9
1Now the queen of Sheba, hearing great things of Solomon, came to Jerusalem to put

his wisdom to the test with hard questions; and with her came a very great train, and
camels weighted down with spices, and great stores of gold and jewels: and when she
came to Solomon she had talk with him of everything in hermind. 2And Solomon gave
her answers to all her questions; there was no secret which he did not make clear to
her. 3 And when the queen of Sheba had seen the wisdom of Solomon, and the house
which he had made, 4And the food at his table, and all his servants seated there, and
those who were waiting on him in their places, and their robes, and his wine-servants
and their robes, and the burned offeringswhich hemade in the house of the Lord, there
was no more spirit in her. 5And she said to the king, The account which was given to
me in my country of your acts and your wisdom was true. 6But I had no faith in what
was said about you, till I came and saw for myself; and truly, word was not givenme of
half your great wisdom; you are much greater than they said. 7Happy are your wives
and happy these your servants whose place is ever before you, hearing your words
of wisdom. 8 Praise be to the Lord your God whose pleasure it was to put you on the
seat of his kingdom to be king for the Lord your God: because, in his love for Israel,
it was the purpose of your God to make them strong for ever, he made you king over
them, to be their judge in righteousness. 9And she gave the king a hundred and twenty
talents of gold, and a great store of spices and jewels: never had such spices been seen
as the queen of Sheba gave to Solomon. 10And the servants of Huram and the servants
of Solomon, in addition to gold from Ophir, came back with sandal-wood and jewels.
11And with the sandal-wood the king made steps for the house of the Lord and for the
king's house, and instruments ofmusic for themakersofmelody; neverbeforehad such
been seen in the land of Judah. 12 And King Solomon gave the queen of Sheba all her
desire, whatever shemade request for, in addition towhat she had taken to the king. So
she went back to her country with her servants. 13Now the weight of gold which came
to Solomon in one yearwas six hundred and sixty-six talents; 14And in addition towhat
hegot fromtradersofdifferent sorts, all thekingsofArabiaand the rulers of the country
gave gold and silver to Solomon. 15And King Solomonmade two hundred body-covers
of hammered gold, every one having six hundred shekels of gold in it. 16And he made
three hundred smaller body-covers of hammered gold, using three hundred shekels
of gold for every cover, and the king put them in the house of the Woods of Lebanon.
17Then thekingmadeagreat ivory seat, platedwith thebest gold. 18Thereweresix steps
up to it, and a foot-rest of gold fixed to it, and arms on the two sides of the seat, with two
lionsat the sideof thearms. 19And twelve lionswereplacedononesideandon theother
side on the six steps: there was nothing like it in any kingdom. 20 All King Solomon's
drinking-vessels were of gold, and all the vessels of the house of theWoods of Lebanon
were of the best gold: no one gave a thought to silver in the days of Solomon. 21 For
the king had Tarshish-ships sailing with the servants of Huram: once every three years
the Tarshish-ships came back with gold and silver, ivory and monkeys and peacocks.
22AndKingSolomonwasgreater thanall thekingsof theearth inwealthand inwisdom.
23Andall thekingsof theearthcame to seeSolomonand togiveear tohiswisdom,which
God had put into his heart. 24And everyone took with him an offering, vessels of silver
and vessels of gold, and robes, and coats of metal, and spices, and horses and beasts
for transport, regularly year by year. 25 Solomon had four thousand buildings for his
horses and his war-carriages, and twelve thousand horsemen whom he kept, some in
the carriage-towns and some with the king in Jerusalem. 26And he was ruler over all
the kings from the River to the land of the Philistines, as far as the limit of Egypt. 27The
kingmade silver as common as stones in Jerusalem and cedars like the sycamore-trees
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of the lowlands in number. 28They got horses for Solomon from Egypt and from every
land. 29Now the rest of the acts of Solomon, first and last, are they not recorded in the
history of Nathan the prophet, and in the words of Ahijah the prophet of Shiloh, and in
the visions of Iddo the seer about Jeroboam, the son ofNebat? 30Solomonwas king over
Israel in Jerusalemfor fortyyears. 31AndSolomonwent to restwithhis fathers, andwas
put into the earth in the town of David his father; and Rehoboam his son became king
in his place.

10
1And Rehoboam went to Shechem, where all Israel had come together to make him

king. 2Andwhen Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, had news of it, (for hewas in Egyptwhere
he had gone in flight fromKing Solomon,) he came back fromEgypt. 3And they sent for
him; and Jeroboam and all Israel came to Rehoboam and said, 4Your father put a hard
yoke on us: if you will make the conditions under which your father kept us down less
cruel, and the weight of the yoke he put on us less hard, then we will be your servants.
5 And he said to them, Come to me again after three days. So the people went away.
6Then King Rehoboam took the opinion of the oldmenwho had beenwith Solomon his
father when he was living, and said, In your opinion, what answer am I to give to this
people? 7And they said to him, If you are kind to this people, pleasing them and saying
goodwords to them, then theywill be your servants for ever. 8But he gave no attention
to the opinion of the old men, but went to the young men of his generation who were
waiting before him. 9And he said to them,What is your opinion? What answer are we
to give to this people who have said tome, Make less the weight of the yoke which your
father put on us? 10And the youngmen of his generation said to him, This is the answer
to give to the peoplewho came to you saying, Your father put a hard yoke on us, butwill
you make it less; say to them, My little finger is thicker than my father's body; 11 If my
father put a hard yoke on you, I will make it harder: my father gave you punishment
with whips, but I will give you blows with snakes. 12 So Jeroboam and all the people
came to Rehoboam on the third day, as the king had given orders, saying, Come to me
again on the third day. 13And the king gave them a rough answer. So King Rehoboam
gave no attention to the suggestion of the old men, 14 But gave them the answer put
forward by the young men, saying, My father made your yoke hard, but I will make it
harder; my father gave you punishment with whips, but I will give it with snakes. 15 So
the king did not give ear to the people; for this came about by the purpose of God, so
that the Lord might give effect to his word which he had said by Ahijah the Shilonite
to Jeroboam, the son of Nebat. 16And when all Israel saw that the king would give no
attention to them, the people in answer said to the king, What part have we in David?
what is our heritage in the son of Jesse? every man to your tents, O Israel; now see to
your house, David. So all Israel went to their tents. 17But Rehoboamwas still king over
those of the children of Israelwhowere living in the towns of Judah. 18ThenRehoboam
sentAdoniram, the overseer of the forcedwork; andhewas stoned todeathbyall Israel.
And King Rehoboamwent quickly and got into his carriage to go in flight to Jerusalem.
19 So Israel was turned away from the family of David to this day.

11
1AndRehoboamcame to Jerusalem, andgot together themenof JudahandBenjamin,

a hundred and eighty thousand of his best fighting-men, tomakewar against Israel and
get the kingdom back for Rehoboam. 2 But the word of the Lord came to Shemaiah,
the man of God, saying, 3 Say to Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, king of Judah, and to
all Israel in Judah and Benjamin, 4 The Lord has said, You are not to go to war against
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your brothers: let everyman go back to his house, for this thing is my purpose. So they
gave ear to thewords of theLord andwere turnedback fromfighting against Jeroboam.
5 Now Rehoboam kept in Jerusalem, building walled towns in Judah. 6 He was the
builder of Beth-lehem and Etam and Tekoa 7And Beth-zur and Soco and Adullam 8And
Gath andMareshah and Ziph 9AndAdoraim and Lachish and Azekah 10And Zorah and
Aijalon and Hebron, walled towns in Judah and Benjamin. 11And he made the walled
towns strong, and he put captains in them and stores of food, oil, and wine. 12And in
every town he put stores of body-covers and spears, and made them very strong. And
JudahandBenjaminwerehis. 13And thepriests andLeviteswhowere in all Israel came
together to him from every part of their country. 14For the Levites gave up their living-
places and their property, and came to Judah and Jerusalem; for Jeroboam and his sons
had sent them away, not letting them be priests to the Lord; 15 And he himself made
priests for the high places, and for the images of he-goats and oxenwhich he hadmade.
16Andafter them, fromall the tribes of Israel, all thosewhoseheartswerefixedand true
to the Lord, the God of Israel, came to Jerusalem to make offerings to the Lord, the God
of their fathers. 17 So they went on increasing the power of the kingdom of Judah, and
made Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, strong for three years; and for three years they
went in the ways of David and Solomon. 18And Rehoboam took as his wife Mahalath,
the daughter of Jerimoth, the son of David and of Abihail, the daughter of Eliab, the
son of Jesse; 19 And she had sons by him, Jeush, Shemariah, and Zaham. 20 And after
her he took Maacah, the daughter of Absalom; and she had Abijah and Attai and Ziza
and Shelomith by him. 21Maacah, the daughter of Absalom, was dearer to Rehoboam
than all his wives and his servant-wives: (for he had eighteen wives and sixty servant-
wives, andwas the father of twenty-eight sons and sixty daughters.) 22Rehoboammade
Abijah, the son ofMaacah, chief and ruler among his brothers, for it was his purpose to
make him king. 23 And in his wisdom he had his sons stationed in every walled town
through all the lands of Judah and Benjamin; and he gave them a great store of food,
and took wives for them.

12
1Nowwhen Rehoboam's position as king had beenmade certain, and he was strong,

he gave up the law of the Lord, and all Israel with him. 2Now in the fifth year of King
Rehoboam, Shishak, king of Egypt, came up against Jerusalem, because of their sin
against the Lord, 3With twelve hundred war-carriages and sixty thousand horsemen:
and the people who came with him out of Egypt were more than might be numbered:
Lubim and Sukkiim and Ethiopians. 4And he took thewalled towns of Judah, and came
as far as Jerusalem. 5Now Shemaiah the prophet came to Rehoboam and the chiefs of
Judah, who had come together in Jerusalem because of Shishak, and said to them, The
Lord has said, Because you have given me up, I have given you up into the hands of
Shishak. 6 Then the chiefs of Israel and the king made themselves low and said, The
Lord is upright. 7 And the Lord, seeing that they had made themselves low, said to
Shemaiah, They have made themselves low: I will not send destruction on them, but
in a short time I will give them salvation, and will not let loose my wrath on Jerusalem
by the hand of Shishak. 8 But still they will become his servants, so that they may see
how different my yoke is from the yoke of the kingdoms of the lands. 9So Shishak, king
of Egypt, came up against Jerusalem and took away all the stored wealth of the house
of the Lord and the king's house: he took everything away, and with the rest the gold
body-covers which Solomon hadmade. 10And in their place King Rehoboamhad other
body-coversmadeofbrass andgave them into the careof the captains of thearmedmen
whowere stationed at the door of the king's house. 11Andwhenever the kingwent into



2 Chronicles 12:12 404 2 Chronicles 13:18

the house of the Lord, the armedmen went with him taking the body-covers, and then
took them back to their room. 12Andwhen hemade himself low, the wrath of the Lord
was turned back from him, and complete destruction did not come on him, for there
was still some good in Judah. 13 So King Rehoboam made himself strong in Jerusalem
andwas ruling there. Rehoboamwas forty-one years oldwhen he became king, and he
was ruling for seventeen years in Jerusalem, the townwhich the Lord hadmade his out
of all the tribes of Israel, to put his name there; and hismother's namewas Naamah, an
Ammonitewoman. 14Andhe did evil because his heartwas not true to the Lord. 15Now
the acts of Rehoboam, first and last, are they not recorded in thewords of Shemaiah the
prophet and Iddo the seer? And there werewars between Rehoboam and Jeroboam all
their days. 16And Rehoboamwent to rest with his fathers, andwas put into the earth in
the town of David; and Abijah his son became king in his place.

13
1 In the eighteenth year of King Jeroboam, Abijah became king over Judah. 2He was

king in Jerusalem for three years; hismother's namewasMaacah, the daughter of Uriel
of Gibeah. And there was war between Abijah and Jeroboam. 3 And Abijah went out
to the fight with an army of men of war, four hundred thousand of his best men; and
Jeroboam put his forces in line against him, eight hundred thousand of his best men
of war. 4 And Abijah took up his position on Mount Zemaraim, in the hill-country of
Ephraim, and said, Give ear to me, O Jeroboam and all Israel: 5 Is it not clear to you
that the Lord, the God of Israel, gave the rule over Israel to David and to his sons for
ever, by an agreement made with salt? 6But Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, the servant of
Solomon, the sonofDavid, tookuparmsagainst his lord. 7Andcertain foolish andgood-
for-nothingmenwere joinedwithhim, andmade themselves strongagainstRehoboam,
the son of Solomon, when he was young and untested and not able to keep them back.
8And now it is your purpose to put yourselves against the authoritywhich the Lord has
put into the hands of the sons of David, and you are a very great number, and you have
with you the gold oxen which Jeroboammade to be your gods. 9And after driving out
the priests of the Lord, the sons of Aaron and the Levites, have you notmade priests for
yourselves as the people of other lands do? so that anyone who comes to make himself
priest by offering an ox or seven sheep, may be a priest of those who are no gods. 10But
as for us, the Lord is our God, and we have not been turned away from him; we have
priests who do the work of the Lord, even the sons of Aaron and the Levites in their
places; 11Bywhomburnedofferings andperfumesare sent up in smokebefore theLord
every morning and every evening; and they put out the holy bread on its table and the
gold support for the lights with its lights burning every evening; for we keep the orders
given to us by the Lord our God, but you have gone away from him. 12 And now God
is with us at our head, and his priests with their loud horns sounding against you. O
children of Israel, do not make war on the Lord, the God of your fathers, for it will not
go well for you. 13 But Jeroboam had put some of his men to make a surprise attack
on them from the back, so some were facing Judah and others were stationed secretly
at their back. 14 And Judah, turning their faces, saw that they were being attacked in
front and at the back; and they gave a cry for help to the Lord, while the priests were
sounding their horns. 15And themen of Judah gave a loud cry; and at their cry, God put
fear into Jeroboam and all Israel before Abijah and Judah. 16And the children of Israel
went in flight before Judah, and God gave them up into their hands. 17And Abijah and
his people put them to death with great destruction: five hundred thousand of the best
of Israel were put to the sword. 18 So at that time the children of Israel were overcome,
and the childrenof Judah got the better of them, because theyput their faith in theLord,
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the God of their fathers. 19AndAbijahwent after Jeroboamand took some of his towns,
Beth-elwith its small townsand Jeshanahwith its small townsandEphronwith its small
towns. 20And Jeroboam did not get back his power again in the life-time of Abijah; and
the Lord sent death on him. 21 But Abijah became great, and had fourteen wives, and
became the father of twenty-two sons and sixteen daughters. 22And the rest of the acts
of Abijah, andhisways andhis sayings, are recorded in the account of the prophet Iddo.

14
1 So Abijah went to rest with his fathers, and they put him into the earth in the town

of David, and Asa his son became king in his place; in his time the land was quiet for
ten years. 2And Asa did what was good and right in the eyes of the Lord his God; 3 For
he took away the altars of strange gods and the high places, and had the upright stones
broken and the wood pillars cut down; 4And he made Judah go after the Lord, the God
of their fathers, and keep his laws and his orders. 5And he took away the high places
and the sun-images from all the towns of Judah; and the kingdom was quiet under his
rule. 6Hemadewalled towns in Judah, for the landwas quiet and therewerenowars in
those years, because the Lord had given him rest. 7He said to Judah, Let us make these
towns, buildingwalls round themwith towersanddoorsand locks. The land is still ours,
because we have been true to the Lord our God; we have been true to him and he has
given us rest on every side. So they went on building and all went well for them. 8And
Asahad an armyof three hundred thousandmenof Judah armedwith body-covers and
spears, and twohundredandeighty thousandofBenjaminarmedwithbody-coversand
bows; all these were men of war. 9And Zerah the Ethiopian, with an army of a million,
and three hundredwar-carriages, cameout against them toMareshah. 10AndAsawent
out against him, and they put their forces in position in the valley north of Mareshah.
11 And Asa made prayer to the Lord his God and said, Lord, you only are able to give
help against the strong to him who has no strength; come to our help, O Lord our God,
for our hope is in you, and in your name we have come out against this great army. O
Lord, you are our God; let not man's power be greater than yours. 12 So the Lord sent
fear on the Ethiopians before Asa and Judah; and the Ethiopians went in flight. 13And
Asa and the people who were with him went after them as far as Gerar; and so great
was the destruction among the Ethiopians that they were not able to get their army
together again, for they were broken before the Lord and before his army; and they
took away a great amount of their goods. 14 And they overcame all the towns round
Gerar, because the Lord sent fear on them; and they took away their goods from the
towns, for there were stores of wealth in them. 15And theymade an attack on the tents
of the owners of the cattle, and took away great numbers of sheep and camels andwent
back to Jerusalem.

15
1And the spirit of God came on Azariah, the son of Oded; 2And he came face to face

with Asa and said to him, Give ear to me, Asa and all Judah and Benjamin: the Lord
is with you while you are with him; if your heart's desire is for him, he will be near
you, but if you give him up, he will give you up. 3Now for a long time Israel has been
without the true God, and without a teaching priest and without the law; 4But when in
their trouble theywere turned to the Lord, the God of Israel, searching after him, he let
their search be rewarded. 5 In those times there was no peace for himwhowent out or
for him who came in, but great trouble was on all the people of the lands. 6And they
were broken by divisions, nation against nation and town against town, because God
sent all sorts of trouble on them. 7But be you strong and let not your hands be feeble,
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for your work will be rewarded. 8And Asa, hearing these words of Azariah, the son of
Oded the prophet, took heart and put away all the disgusting things out of all the land of
Judah and Benjamin, and out of the towns which he had taken from the hill-country of
Ephraim; andhemadenewagain the altar of the Lord in front of the coveredway of the
Lord's house. 9And he got together all Judah and Benjamin and those of Ephraim and
ManassehandSimeonwhowere livingwith them; fornumbersof themcame tohimout
of Israel when they saw that the Lord his Godwaswith him. 10So they came together at
Jerusalem in the thirdmonth, in thefifteenthyearof the rule ofAsa. 11And that day they
made offerings to the Lord of the things they had taken inwar, seven hundred oxen and
seven thousand sheep. 12And they made an agreement to be true to the Lord, the God
of their fathers, with all their heart and all their soul; 13And that anyone, small or great,
man or woman, who was not true to the Lord, the God of Israel, would be put to death.
14And theymadeanoath to theLord,witha loudvoice, soundingwind-instruments and
horns. 15And all Judahwas glad because of the oath, for they had taken it with all their
heart, turning to the Lord with all their desire; and he was with them and gave them
rest on every side. 16And Asa would not let Maacah, his mother, be queen, because she
hadmade a disgusting image for Asherah; andAsa had her image cut down and broken
up and burned by the stream Kidron. 17But the high places were not taken away out of
Israel; but still the heart of Asawas true to the Lord all his life. 18He took into the house
of God all the things which his father had made holy and those which he himself had
made holy, silver and gold and vessels. 19And therewas nomorewar till the thirty-fifth
year of the rule of Asa.

16
1 In the thirty-sixth year of the rule of Asa, Baasha, king of Israel, went up against

Judah, building Ramah so that no one was able to go out or in to Asa, king of Judah.
2 Then Asa took silver and gold out of the stores of the Lord's house and of the king's
store-house, and sent to Ben-hadad, king of Aram, at Damascus, saying, 3 Let there be
an agreement between me and you as there was between my father and your father:
see, I have sent you silver and gold; go and put an end to your agreement with Baasha,
king of Israel, so that he may give up attacking me. 4 And Ben-hadad did as King Asa
said, and sent the captains of his armies against the towns of Israel, attacking Ijon and
Dan and Abel-maim, and all the store-towns of Naphtali. 5 Then Baasha, hearing of it,
put a stop to the building of Ramah, and let his work come to an end. 6 Then King Asa,
with all Judah, took away the stones andwoodwithwhich Baashawas building Ramah,
and hemade use of them for building Geba andMizpah. 7At that time Hanani the seer
came to Asa, king of Judah, and said to him, Because you have put your faith in the king
of Aram and not in the Lord your God, the army of the king of Aram has got away out
of your hands. 8Were not the Ethiopians and the Lubim a very great army, with war-
carriages and horsemenmore thanmight be numbered? but because your faithwas in
the Lord, he gave them up into your hands. 9 For the eyes of the Lord go this way and
that, through all the earth, letting it be seen that he is the strong support of thosewhose
hearts are true to him. In this youhave done foolishly, for fromnowyouwill havewars.
10Then Asawas angrywith the seer, and put him in prison, burningwithwrath against
him because of this thing. And at the same time Asa was cruel to some of the people.
11Now the acts of Asa, first and last, are recorded in the book of the kings of Judah and
Israel. 12 In the thirty-ninth year of his rule, Asa had a very bad disease of the feet; but
he did not go to the Lord for help in his disease, but to medical men. 13 So Asa went to
restwithhis fathers, anddeath came tohim in the forty-first year of his rule. 14And they
put him into the resting-place which he had made for himself in the town of David, in
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a bed full of sweet perfumes of all sorts of spices, made by the perfumer's art, and they
made a great burning for him.

17
1And Jehoshaphat his son became king in his place, andmade himself strong against

Israel. 2He put forces in all the walled towns of Judah, and responsible chiefs in the
land of Judah and in the towns of Ephraim, which Asa his father had taken. 3And the
Lordwaswith Jehoshaphat, because hewent in the earlyways of his father, not turning
to the Baals, 4But turning to the God of his father and keeping his laws, and not doing
as Israel did. 5 So the Lord made his kingdom strong; and all Judah gave offerings to
Jehoshaphat, and he had great wealth and honour. 6 His heart was lifted up in the
ways of the Lord; and he went so far as to take away the high places and the wood
pillars out of Judah. 7 In the third year of his rule he sent Benhail and Obadiah and
Zechariah and Nethanel andMicaiah, his captains, as teachers into the towns of Judah;
8Andwith them, Shemaiah andNethaniah and Zebadiah andAsahel and Shemiramoth
and Jehonathan andAdonijah andTobijah andTob-adonijah, the Levites; andElishama
and Jehoram the priests. 9And they gave teaching in Judah and had the book of the law
of the Lord with them; they went through all the towns of Judah teaching the people.
10 And the fear of the Lord was on all the kingdoms of the lands round Judah, so that
they made no wars against Jehoshaphat. 11And some of the Philistines took offerings
to Jehoshaphat, and made him payments of silver; and the Arabians gave him flocks,
seven thousand, seven hundred sheep, and seven thousand, seven hundred he-goats.
12 Jehoshaphat became greater and greater, and made strong towers and store-towns
in Judah. 13 He had much property in the towns of Judah; he had forces of armed
men, great and strong, in Jerusalem. 14 This is the number of them, listed by their
families, the captains of thousands of Judah: Adnah, the captain, and with him three
hundred thousandmen of war; 15 Second to him Jehohanan, the captain, and with him
two hundred and eighty thousand; 16After him Amasiah, the son of Zichri, who freely
gave himself to the Lord, and with him two hundred thousand men of war; 17And the
captains of Benjamin: Eliada, a great man of war, and with him two hundred thousand
armedwithbowsandbody-covers; 18AndafterhimJehozabad, andwithhimahundred
and eighty thousand trained for war. 19 These were the men who were waiting on the
king, in addition to those placed by the king in the walled towns through all Judah.

18
1Now Jehoshaphat had great wealth and honour, and his son was married to Ahab's

daughter. 2Andafter someyears hewent down to Samaria to seeAhab. AndAhabmade
a feast for him and the people who were with him, putting to death great numbers of
sheep and oxen; and he got Jehoshaphat to go with him to Ramoth-gilead. 3 For Ahab,
king of Israel, said to Jehoshaphat, king of Judah,Will you gowithme to Ramoth-gilead?
And he said, I am as you are, and my people as your people; we will be with you in the
war. 4 Then Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, Let us now get directions from the
Lord. 5 So the king of Israel got together all the prophets, four hundred men, and said
to them, Am I to go to Ramoth-gilead to make war or not? And they said, Go up: for
God will give it into the hands of the king. 6 But Jehoshaphat said, Is there no other
prophet of the Lord here from whom we may get directions? 7 And the king of Israel
said to Jehoshaphat, There is still one man by whom we may get directions from the
Lord, but I have no love for him, because he has never been a prophet of good to me,
but only of evil: he is Micaiah, the son of Imla. And Jehoshaphat said, Let not the king
say so. 8Then the king of Israel sent for one of his unsexed servants and said, Go quickly
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and come backwithMicaiah, the son of Imla. 9Now the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat,
the king of Judah, were seated on their seats of authority, dressed in their robes, by
the doorway into Samaria; and all the prophets were acting as prophets before them.
10 And Zedekiah, the son of Chenaanah, made himself iron horns and said, The Lord
says, Pushing back the Aramaeans with these, you will put an end to them completely.
11Andall theprophets said the same thing, saying, Goup toRamoth-gilead, and itwill go
well for you, for the Lord will give it into the hands of the king. 12Now the servant who
had gone to getMicaiah said to him, See now, all the prophets with one voice are saying
good things to the king; so let your words be like theirs, and say good things. 13 And
Micaiah said, By the living Lord, whatever the Lord says to me I will say. 14When he
came to the king, the king said to him, Micaiah, are we to go to Ramoth-gilead to make
war or not? Andhe said, Go up, and itwill gowell for you; and theywill be given up into
your hands. 15And the king said to him, Have I not, again and again, put you on your
oath to say nothing to me but what is true in the name of the Lord? 16 Then he said, I
saw all Israel wandering on the mountains like sheep without a keeper; and the Lord
said, These have no master: let them go back, every man to his house in peace. 17And
the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, Did I not say that he would not be a prophet of
good to me, but of evil? 18 Then he said, Give ear now to the word of the Lord: I saw
the Lord seated on his seat of power, and all the army of heaven in their places, at his
right hand and at his left. 19And the Lord said, HowmayAhab, king of Israel, be tricked
into going up to Ramoth-gilead to his death? And one said one thing and one another.
20Then a spirit came forward and took his place before the Lord and said, I will get him
to do it by a trick. And the Lord said to him, How? 21And he said, I will go out and be a
spirit of deceit in the mouth of all his prophets. And the Lord said, Your trick will have
its effect on him: go out and do so. 22And now, see, the Lord has put a spirit of deceit
in themouth of these prophets of yours; and the Lord has said evil against you. 23Then
Zedekiah, the son of Chenaanah, came near and gave Micaiah a blow on the side of his
face, saying, Where is the spirit of the Lord whose word is in you? 24AndMicaiah said,
Truly, you will see on that day when you go into an inner room to keep yourself safe.
25And the king of Israel said, TakeMicaiah and send him back to Amon, the ruler of the
town, and to Joash, the king's son; 26And say, By the king's order this man is to be put
in prison, and given prison food till I come back in peace. 27And Micaiah said, If you
come back at all in peace, the Lord has not sent his word by me. 28 So the king of Israel
and Jehoshaphat, the king of Judah, went up to Ramoth-gilead. 29And the king of Israel
said to Jehoshaphat, I will make a change inmy clothing, so that I do not seem to be the
king, andwill go into thefight; but do youput onyour robes. So the king of Israelmade a
change inhis dress, and theywent to thefight. 30Now theking ofAramhadgivenorders
to the captains of his war-carriages, saying, Make no attack on small or great, but only
on thekingof Israel. 31Sowhen the captains of thewar-carriages saw Jehoshaphat, they
said, It is the king of Israel. And turning about, they came round him, but Jehoshaphat
gave a cry, and the Lord came to his help, and God sent them away from him. 32Now
when the captains of thewar-carriages saw that hewas not the king of Israel, theywent
back from going after him. 33And a certain man sent an arrow from his bow without
thought of its direction, and gave the king of Israel a wound where his breastplate was
joined tohis clothing; sohe said to thedriver of hiswar-carriage, Go to one side and take
me away out of the army, for I am badlywounded. 34But the fight becamemore violent
while the day went on; and the king of Israel was supported in his war-carriage facing
the Aramaeans till the evening; and by sundown he was dead.
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19
1And Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, went back to his house in Jerusalem in peace. 2And

Jehu, the son of Hanani the seer, went to King Jehoshaphat and said to him, Is it right
for you to go to the help of evil-doers, loving the haters of the Lord? because of this, the
wrath of the Lord has come on you. 3 But still there is some good in you, for you have
put away the wood pillars out of the land, and have given your heart to the worship
of God. 4And Jehoshaphat was living in Jerusalem; and he went out again among the
people, from Beer-sheba to the hill-country of Ephraim, guiding them back to the Lord,
the God of their fathers. 5And he put judges through all the land, in every walled town
of Judah, 6 And said to the judges, Take care what you do, for you are judging not for
man but for the Lord, and he is with you in the decisions you give. 7 So now let the fear
of the Lord be in you; do yourworkwith care; for in the Lord ourGod there is no evil, or
respect for high position, or taking of payment to dowrong. 8Then in Jerusalemhe gave
authority to certain of the Levites and the priests and the heads of families of Israel to
give decisions for the Lord, and in the causes of those living in Jerusalem. 9And he gave
them their orders, saying, You are to do your work in the fear of the Lord, in good faith
andwith a true heart. 10And if any cause comes before you fromyour brothers living in
their towns, where the death punishment is in question, or where there are questions
of lawor order, or rules or decisions,make them take care that they arenot in thewrong
before the Lord, so that wrath may not come on you and on your brothers; do this and
you yourselves will not be in the wrong. 11And now, Amariah, the chief priest, is over
you in all questions to do with the Lord; and Zebadiah the son of Ishmael, the head of
the family of Judah, in everything to dowith the king's business; and the Levites will be
overseers for you. Be strong to do the work; andmay the Lord be with the upright.

20
1 Now after this, the children of Moab and the children of Ammon, and with them

some of the Meunim, made war against Jehoshaphat. 2And they came to Jehoshaphat
with the news, saying, A great army is moving against you from Edom across the sea;
and now they are in Hazazon-tamar (which is En-gedi). 3Then Jehoshaphat, in his fear,
went to the Lord for directions, and gave orders all through Judah for the people to go
without food. 4And Judah came together to make prayer for help from the Lord; from
every town of Judah they came to give worship to the Lord. 5And Jehoshaphat took his
place in themeeting of Judah and Jerusalem, in the house of the Lord in front of the new
open space, 6And said, O Lord, the God of our fathers, are you not God in heaven? are
you not ruler over all the kingdoms of the nations? and in your hands are power and
strength so that no one is able to keep his place against you. 7Did you not, O Lord our
God, after driving out thepeople of this landbefore yourpeople Israel, give it to the seed
of Abraham, your friend, for ever? 8And theymade it their living-place, building there
a holy house for your name, and saying, 9 If evil comes on us, the sword, or punishment,
or disease, or need of food, we will come to this house and to you, (for your name is in
this house,) crying to you in our trouble, and youwill give us salvation in answer to our
cry. 10 And now, see, the children of Ammon and Moab and the people of Mount Seir,
whom you kept Israel from attacking when they came out of Egypt, so that turning to
one side they did not send destruction on them: 11 See now, how as our reward they
have come to send us out of your land which you have given us as our heritage. 12O
our God, will you not be their judge? for our strength is not equal to this great army
which is coming against us; and we are at a loss what to do: but our eyes are on you.
13 And all Judah were waiting before the Lord, with their little ones, their wives, and
their children. 14 Then, before all the meeting, the spirit of the Lord came on Jahaziel,
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the son of Zechariah, son of Benaiah, son of Jeiel, son of Mattaniah, a Levite and one of
the family of Asaph; 15And he said, Give ear, O Judah, and you people of Jerusalem, and
you, King Jehoshaphat: the Lord says to you, Have no fear and do not be troubled on
account of this great army; for the fight is not yours but God's. 16Go down against them
tomorrow: see, they are coming up by the slope of Ziz; at the end of the valley, before
the waste land of Jeruel, you will come face to face with them. 17There will be no need
for you to take up arms in this fight; put yourselves in position, and keepwhere you are,
and you will see the salvation of the Lord with you, O Judah and Jerusalem: have no
fear and do not be troubled: go out against them tomorrow, for the Lord is with you.
18Then Jehoshaphat went downwith his face to the earth, and all Judah and the people
of Jerusalem gave worship to the Lord, falling down before him. 19And the Levites, the
childrenof theKohathitesand theKorahites, got to their feet andgavepraise to theLord,
theGodof Israel,with a loudvoice. 20Andearly in themorning they got upandwent out
to thewaste land of Tekoa: andwhen theywere going out, Jehoshaphat took his station
and said to them, Give ear tome, O Judah and you people of Jerusalem: have faith in the
Lord your God and you will be safe; have faith in his prophets and all will go well for
you. 21And after discussion with the people, he put in their places those who were to
makemelody to the Lord, praising him in holy robes, while theywent at the head of the
army, and saying, May the Lord be praised, for hismercy is unchanging for ever. 22And
at the first notes of song and praise the Lord sent a surprise attack against the children
of Ammon and Moab and the people of Mount Seir, who had come against Judah; and
they were overcome. 23And the children of Ammon and Moab made an attack on the
people of Mount Seir with a view to their complete destruction; andwhen they had put
an end to the people of Seir, everyman's hand was turned against his neighbour for his
destruction. 24 And Judah came to the watchtower of the waste land, and looking in
the direction of the army, they saw only dead bodies stretched on the earth; no living
man was to be seen. 25And when Jehoshaphat and his people came to take their goods
from them, they saw beasts in great numbers, and wealth and clothing and things of
value, more than they were able to take away; all this they took for themselves, and
they were three days getting it away, there was so much. 26On the fourth day they all
came together in the Valley of Blessing, and there they gave blessing to the Lord; for
which cause that place has been named the Valley of Blessing to this day. 27Then all the
men of Judah and Jerusalem went back, with Jehoshaphat at their head, coming back
to Jerusalem with joy; for the Lord had made them glad over their haters. 28 So they
came to Jerusalem with corded instruments and wind-instruments into the house of
the Lord. 29And the fear of God came on all the kingdoms of the lands, when they had
news of how the Lord made war on those who came against Israel. 30 So the kingdom
of Jehoshaphat was quiet, for the Lord gave him rest on every side. 31And Jehoshaphat
was king over Judah: he was thirty-five years old when he became king, and he was
ruling for twenty-five years in Jerusalem: hismother's namewasAzubah, the daughter
of Shilhi. 32He went in the ways of his father Asa, not turning away, but doing right in
the eyes of the Lord. 33Thehigh places, however,were not taken away, and the hearts of
the peoplewere still not true to the God of their fathers. 34Nowas for the rest of the acts
of Jehoshaphat, first and last, they are recorded in thewords of Jehu, the son of Hanani,
whichwereput in thebookof thekingsof Israel. 35After this Jehoshaphat, kingof Judah,
became friends with Ahaziah, king of Israel, who didmuch evil: 36Together theymade
ships to go to Tarshish, building them in Ezion-geber. 37 Then the word of Eliezer the
prophet, the son of Dodavahu ofMareshah, came against Jehoshaphat, saying, Because
you have let yourself be joined with Ahaziah, the Lord has sent destruction on your
works. And the ships were broken andwere not able to go to Tarshish.
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21
1And Jehoshaphatwent to restwith his fathers, andhis bodywas put into the earth in

the townofDavid. And Jehoramhis sonbecameking inhis place. 2Andhehadbrothers,
sons of Jehoshaphat, Azariah, Jehiel, Zechariah, Azariah, Michael, and Shephatiah; all
thesewere sons of Jehoshaphat, king of Israel. 3And their father gave themmuch silver
and gold and things of great value, aswell aswalled towns in Judah; but the kingdomhe
gave to Jehoram, because he was the oldest. 4Now when Jehoram had taken his place
over his father's kingdom, and had made his position safe, he put all his brothers to
death with the sword, as well as some of the princes of Israel. 5 Jehoram was thirty-
two years old when he became king; and he was ruling in Jerusalem for eight years.
6He went in the ways of the kings of Israel, and did as the family of Ahab did, for the
daughter of Ahab was his wife; and he did evil in the eyes of the Lord. 7But it was not
the Lord's purpose to senddestruction on the family ofDavid, because of the agreement
he had made with David, when he said he would give to him and to his sons a light for
ever. 8 In his time Edommade themselves free from the rule of Judah, and took a king
for themselves. 9 Then Jehoram went over with his captains and all his war-carriages
... made an attack by night on the Edomites, whose forces were all round him ... on the
captains of thewar-carriages. 10So Edommade themselves free from the rule of Judah,
to this day: and at the same time Libnahmade itself free from his rule; because he was
turned away from the Lord, the God of his fathers. 11Andmore than this, hemade high
places in themountains of Judah, teaching thepeople of Jerusalem to goafter false gods,
and guiding Judah away from the true way. 12And a letter came to him from Elijah the
prophet, saying, The Lord, the God of your father David, says, Because you have not
kept to the ways of your father Jehoshaphat or the ways of Asa, king of Judah, 13 But
have gone in the way of the kings of Israel, and have made Judah and the people of
Jerusalem go after false gods, as the family of Ahab did: and because you have put to
death your father's sons, your brothers, who were better than yourself: 14Now, truly,
the Lordwill send a great destruction on your people and your children and yourwives
and everything which is yours: 15 And you yourself will undergo the cruel pains of a
disease in your stomach, so that day by day your inside will be falling out because of
the disease. 16Then the Philistines and the Arabians, who are by Ethiopia, weremoved
by the Lord tomakewar on Jehoram; 17And they came up against Judah, forcing a way
into it, and took away all the goods in the king's house, aswell as his sons and hiswives;
so that he had no son but only Jehoahaz, the youngest. 18And after all this the Lord sent
on him a disease of the stomach fromwhich it was impossible for him to bemade well.
19And time went on, and after two years, his inside falling out because of the disease,
he came to his death in cruel pain. And his people made no burning for him like the
burningmade for his fathers. 20Hewas thirty-two years oldwhen he became king, and
he was ruling in Jerusalem for eight years: and at his death he was not regretted; they
put his body into the earth in the townof David, but not in the resting-place of the kings.

22
1And the people of Jerusalem made Ahaziah, his youngest son, king in his place, for

the band of men who came with the Arabians to the army had put all the older sons to
death. So Ahaziah, the son of Jehoram, became king. 2Ahaziah was twenty-two years
old when he became king, and he was ruling in Jerusalem for one year. His mother's
name was Athaliah, the daughter of Omri. 3Hewent in the ways of the family of Ahab,
for his mother was his teacher in evil-doing. 4And he did evil in the eyes of the Lord,
as the family of Ahab did; for after the death of his father they were his guides to his
destruction. 5 Acting on their suggestion, he went with Jehoram, son of Ahab, king of
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Israel, tomakewaronHazael, kingofAram, atRamoth-gilead: and Joramwaswounded
by the bowmen. 6 And he went back to Jezreel to get well from the wounds which
they had given him at Ramah when he was fighting against Hazael, king of Aram. And
Ahaziah, the son of Jehoram, king of Judah, went down to Jezreel to see Jehoram, the
son of Ahab, because he was ill. 7 Now by the purpose of God, Ahaziah's journey to
see Jehoram was the cause of his downfall: for when he came there, he went out with
Jehoram against Jehu, the son of Nimshi, who had beenmarked out by the Lord for the
destruction of the family of Ahab. 8Now when Jehu was effecting the punishment of
the family of Ahab, he came to the princes of Judah and the sons of Ahaziah's brothers,
the servants of Ahaziah, andput them to death. 9Andhewent in search of Ahaziah; and
when theycamewherehewas, (forhewas ina secretplace inSamaria,) they tookhimto
Jehu and put him to death; then they put his body to rest in the earth, for they said, He is
the son of Jehoshaphat, whose heart was true to the Lord. So the family of Ahaziah had
no power to keep the kingdom. 10Nowwhen Athaliah, themother of Ahaziah, saw that
her son was dead, she had all the rest of the seed of the kingdom of Judah put to death.
11 But Jehoshabeath, the daughter of the king, secretly took Joash, the son of Ahaziah,
away from among the king's sons who were put to death, and put him and the woman
who took care of him in a bedroom. So Jehoshabeath, the daughter of King Jehoram, the
wife of Jehoiada the priest and sister of Ahaziah, kept him safe from Athaliah, so that
she did not put him to death. 12And she kept him safe with her in the house of God for
six years, while Athaliah was ruling the land.

23
1 In the seventh year, Jehoiada made himself strong, and made an agreement with

the captains of hundreds, Azariah, the son of Jeroham, Ishmael, the son of Jehohanan,
Azariah, the son of Obed,Maaseiah, the son of Adaiah, and Elishaphat, the son of Zichri.
2And they went through Judah, getting together the Levites and the heads of families
in Israel from all the towns of Judah, and they came to Jerusalem. 3And all the people
made an agreement with the king in the house of God. And he said to them, Truly, the
king's son will be king, as the Lord has said about the sons of David. 4 This is what you
are to do: let a third of you, of the priests and Levites, who come in on the Sabbath, keep
thedoors; 5Anda thirdare tobe stationedat theking's house; anda thirdat thedoorway
of the horses: while all the people arewaiting in the open spaces round the house of the
Lord. 6But let no one come into the house of the Lord but only the priests and those of
the Levites who have work to do there; they may go in for they are holy; but the rest
of the people are to keep the orders of the Lord. 7And the Levites are to make a circle
round the king, everymanbeing armed; and anymanwho comes into the house is to be
put to death; you are to keepwith the kingwhen he comes in andwhen he goes out. 8So
the Levites and all Judah did as Jehoiada the priest had given them orders: every one
tookwith him hismen, those whowere to come in and those whowere to go out on the
Sabbath; for Jehoiadahadnot sent away thedivisions. 9Then Jehoiada thepriest gave to
the captains of hundreds the spears and body-covers which had been King David's and
whichwere kept in the house of God. 10Andhe put all the people in position, everyman
with his instruments of war in his hand, from the right side of the house to the left, by
the altar and the house and all round the king. 11 Then they made the king's son come
out, and they put the crown on his head and gave him the arm-bands and made him
king: and Jehoiada and his sons put the holy oil on him and said, Long life to the king.
12Now Athaliah, hearing the noise of the people running and praising the king, came
to the people in the house of the Lord: 13And looking, she saw the king in his place by
the pillar at the doorway, and the captains and the horns by his side; and all the people
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of the land were giving signs of joy and sounding the horns; and the makers of melody
were playing on instruments of music, taking the chief part in the song of praise. Then
Athaliah, violently parting her robes, said, Broken faith, broken faith! 14Then Jehoiada
the priest gave orders to the captains of hundreds who had authority over the army,
saying, Take her outside the lines, and let anyone who goes after her be put to death
with the sword. For the priest said, Let her not be put to death in the house of the Lord.
15 So they put their hands on her, and she went to the king's house by the doorway of
the king's horses; and there she was put to death. 16And Jehoiada made an agreement
between the Lord and all the people and the king, that theywould be the Lord's people.
17 Then all the people went to the house of Baal and had it pulled down, and its altars
and imagesbrokenup; andMattan, thepriest ofBaal, theyput todeathbefore thealtars.
18And Jehoiada put thework and the care of the house of the Lord into the hands of the
priests and the Levites, who had been grouped in divisions by David to make burned
offerings to the Lord, as it is recorded in the law of Moses, with joy and song as David
had said. 19And he put door-keepers at the doors of the Lord's house, to see that no one
who was unclean in any way might come in. 20 Then he took the captains of hundreds
and the chiefs and the rulers of the people and all the people of the land, and they came
down with the king from the house of the Lord through the higher doorway into the
king's house, and put the king on the seat of the kingdom. 21So all the people of the land
were glad and the townwas quiet, for they had put Athaliah to death with the sword.

24
1 Joashwas seven years oldwhenhebecameking, andhewas ruling for forty years in

Jerusalem: hismother's namewas Zibiah of Beer-sheba. 2And Joash didwhatwas right
in the eyes of the Lord as long as Jehoiada the priest was living. 3And Jehoiada took two
wives for him, and he became the father of sons and daughters. 4Now after this Joash
had a desire to put the house of the Lord into good order again; 5And getting together
the priests and Levites, he said to them, Go out into the towns of Judah year by year, and
get from all Israel money to keep the house of your God in good condition; and see that
this is done without loss of time. The Levites, however, were slow in doing so. 6 Then
the king sent for Jehoiada, the chief priest, and said to him,Why have you not given the
Levites orders that the tax fixed by Moses, the servant of the Lord, and by the meeting
of Israel, for the Tent of witness, is to be got in from Judah and Jerusalem and handed
over? 7For the house of the Lord had been broken up byAthaliah, that evil woman, and
her sons; and all its holy things they had given to the Baals. 8 So at the king's order they
made a chest and put it outside the doorway of the house of the Lord. 9And an order
was sent out through all Judah and Jerusalem that payment was to bemade to the Lord
of the taxwhichMoses, the servant of God, hadput on Israel in thewaste land. 10Andall
the chiefs andall thepeople camegladly andput theirmoney into the chest, till theyhad
all given. 11 So when the chest was taken to the king's servants by the Levites, and they
saw that there was much money in it, the king's scribe and the chief priest's servant
took the money out, and put the chest back in its place. They did this day by day, and
got together a great amount of money. 12 Then the king and Jehoiada gave it to those
who were responsible for getting the work done on the Lord's house, and with it they
got wall-builders and woodworkers and metal-workers to put the house of the Lord in
good order again. 13 So the workmen did their work, making good what was damaged
and building up the house of God till it was strong and beautiful again. 14Andwhen the
workwasdone, they took the rest of themoney to theking and Jehoiada, and itwasused
formaking the vessels for the house of the Lord, all the vessels needed for the offerings,
the spoons and the vessels of gold and silver. And as long as Jehoiada was living, the
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regular burned offeringswere offered in the house of the Lord. 15But Jehoiada became
old and full of days, and he came to his end; he was a hundred and thirty years old
at the time of his death. 16 And they put him into his last resting-place in the town of
David, among the kings, because he had done good in Israel for God and for his house.
17Now after the death of Jehoiada, the chiefs of Judah came and went down on their
faces before the king. Then the king gave ear to them. 18And they gave up the house
of the Lord God of their fathers, and became worshippers of pillars of wood and of the
images; and because of this sin of theirs, wrath came on Judah and Jerusalem. 19And
the Lord sent them prophets to make them come back to him; and they gave witness
against them, but they would not give ear. 20Then the spirit of God came on Zechariah,
the son of Jehoiada the priest, and, getting up before the people, he said to them, God
has said, Why do you go against the orders of the Lord, so that everything goes badly
for you? because you have given up the Lord, he has given you up. 21 But when they
hadmade a secret design against him, hewas stonedwith stones, by the king's order, in
the outer square of the Lord's house. 22 So King Joash did not keep in mind how good
Jehoiada his father had been to him, but put his son to death. And in the hour of his
death he said, May the Lord see it and take payment! 23Now in the spring, the army of
the Aramaeans came up against him; they came against Judah and Jerusalem, putting
to death all the great men of the people and sending all the goods they took from them
to the king of Damascus. 24For though the army of Aramwas only a small one, the Lord
gave a very great army into their hands, because they had given up the Lord, the God
of their fathers. So they put into effect the punishment of Joash. 25And when they had
goneaway fromhim, (forhewasbrokenwithdisease,) his servantsmadeasecretdesign
against him because of the blood of the son of Jehoiada the priest, and they put him to
death on his bed; and they put his body into the earth in the town of David, but not in
the resting-place of the kings. 26Those who made designs against him were Zabad, the
son of Shimeath, an Ammonite woman, and Jehozabad, the son of Shimrith, a Moabite
woman. 27Now the story of his sons, and all the words said by the prophet against him,
and the building up again of the Lord's house, are recorded in the account in the book
of the kings. And Amaziah his son became king in his place.

25
1 Amaziah was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he was ruling in

Jerusalem for twenty-nine years; his mother's name was Jehoaddan of Jerusalem. 2He
did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, but his heart was not completely true to the
Lord. 3Nowwhenhebecame strong in the kingdom, heput to death thosemenwhohad
taken the life of the king his father. 4 But he did not put their children to death, for he
kept the orders of the Lord recorded in the book of the law ofMoses, saying, The fathers
are not to be put to death for their children or the children for their fathers, but a man
is to be put to death for the sinwhich he himself has done. 5ThenAmaziah got all Judah
together and put them in order by their families, even all Judah and Benjamin, under
captains of thousands and captains of hundreds: and he had those of twenty years old
andovernumbered, and they came to threehundred thousandof thebestfighting-men,
trained for war and in the use of the spear and the body-cover. 6 And for a hundred
talents of silver, he got a hundred thousandfighting-men from Israel. 7But amanofGod
came tohim, saying,Oking, letnot thearmyof Israel gowithyou; for theLord isnotwith
Israel, that is, the children of Ephraim. 8But go yourself, and be strong in war; Godwill
not let you godownbefore thosewhoarefighting against you; forGodhaspower to give
help or to send you downbefore your attackers. 9ThenAmaziah said to themanof God,
Butwhat is to be done about the hundred talentswhich I have given for the armedband
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of Israel? And the man of God in answer said, God is able to give you much more than
this. 10 So Amaziah, separating the armed band which had come to him from Ephraim,
sent them back again; which made them very angry with Judah, and they went back
burningwithwrath. 11ThenAmaziah took heart, andwent out at the head of his people
andcame to theValleyof Salt,whereheput todeath ten thousandof the childrenof Seir;
12And ten thousandmore the children of Israel took living, andmade them go up to the
top of the rock, pushing them down from the top of the rock so that their bodies were
broken by the fall. 13But themen of the bandwhichAmaziah sent back anddid not take
with him to the fight, made attacks on the towns of Judah from Samaria to Beth-horon,
putting to death three thousand of their people and taking away a great store of their
goods. 14Nowwhen Amaziah came back from the destruction of the Edomites, he took
the gods of the children of Seir andmade themhis gods,worshipping themandburning
offerings before them. 15And so thewrath of the Lordwasmoved against Amaziah, and
he sent a prophet to him,who said,Why have you gone after the gods of the peoplewho
have not given their people salvation from your hands? 16But while he was talking to
him theking said tohim,Havewemadeyouoneof the king's government? saynomore,
or it will be the cause of your death. Then the prophet gave up protesting, and said, It is
clear tome thatGod's purpose is your destruction, because youhavedone this andhave
not given ear to my words. 17Then Amaziah, king of Judah, acting on the suggestion of
his servants, sent to Joash, the son of Jehoahaz, the son of Jehu, king of Israel, saying,
Come, let us have a meeting face to face. 18And Joash, king of Israel, sent to Amaziah,
king of Judah, saying, The thorn-tree in Lebanon sent to the cedar in Lebanon, saying,
Give your daughter to my son for a wife: and a beast from the woodland in Lebanon
went by, crushing the thorn under his feet. 19You say, See, I have overcome Edom; and
your heart is lifted up with pride: now keep in your country; why do you make causes
of trouble, putting yourself, and Judahwith you, in danger of downfall? 20But Amaziah
gave no attention; and this was the purpose of God, so that he might give them up into
the hands of Joash, because they had gone after the gods of Edom. 21And so Joash, king
of Israel,wentup; andheandAmaziah, kingof Judah, came face to faceatBeth-shemesh
in Judah. 22And Judah was overcome before Israel, and they went in flight, every man
to his tent. 23And Joash, king of Israel, made Amaziah, king of Judah, the son of Joash,
the son of Jehoahaz, prisoner at Beth-shemesh, and took him to Jerusalem; and he had
the wall of Jerusalem pulled down from the doorway of Ephraim to the doorway in the
angle, four hundred cubits. 24 And he took all the gold and silver and all the vessels
which were in the house of the Lord, under the care of Obed-edom, and all the wealth
from the king's house, as well as those whose lives would be the price of broken faith,
and went back to Samaria. 25Amaziah, son of Joash, king of Judah, went on living for
fifteen years after the death of Joash, the son of Jehoahaz, king of Israel. 26Now the rest
of the acts of Amaziah, first and last, are they not recorded in the book of the kings of
Judah and Israel? 27Now from the time when Amaziah gave up worshipping the Lord,
theymade secret designs against him in Jerusalem; andhewent inflight to Lachish: but
they sent to Lachish after him and put him to death there. 28And they took his body on
horseback and put it into the earth with his fathers in the town of David.

26
1Then all the people of Judah took Uzziah, who was sixteen years old, andmade him

king in place of his father Amaziah. 2Hewas the builder of Eloth, which he got back for
Judah after the death of the king. 3Uzziah was sixteen years old when he became king,
and he was ruling in Jerusalem for fifty-two years; his mother's name was Jechiliah of
Jerusalem. 4He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, as his father Amaziah had



2 Chronicles 26:5 416 2 Chronicles 27:5

done. 5 He gave himself to searching after God in the days of Zechariah, who made
men wise in the fear of God; and as long as he was true to the Lord, God made things
go well for him. 6 He went out and made war against the Philistines, pulling down
the walls of Gath and Jabneh and Ashdod, and building towns in the country round
Ashdod and among the Philistines. 7AndGod gave himhelp against the Philistines, and
against theArabians living inGur-baal, and against theMeunim. 8TheAmmonites gave
offerings to Uzziah: andnews of himwent out as far as the limit of Egypt; for he became
very great in power. 9 Uzziah made towers in Jerusalem, at the doorway in the angle
and at the doorway in the valley and at the turn of the wall, arming them. 10 And he
put up towers in the waste land and made places for storing water, for he had much
cattle, in the low hills and in the table land; and he had farmers and vine-keepers in the
mountains and in the fertile land, for he was a lover of farming. 11 In addition, Uzziah
had an army of fighting-men who went out to war in bands, as they had been listed by
Jeiel the scribe and Maaseiah the ruler, under the authority of Hananiah, one of the
king's captains. 12 The heads of families, the strong men of war, were two thousand,
six hundred. 13And under their orders was a trained army of three hundred and seven
thousand, fivehundred, of great strength inwar, helping the king against anywho came
against him. 14AndUzziah had all these forces armedwith body-covers and spears and
head-covers and coats of metal and bows and stones for sending from leather bands.
15 And in Jerusalem he made machines, the invention of expert men, to be placed on
the towers and angles of the walls for sending arrows and great stones. And his name
was honoured far andwide; for hewas greatly helped till hewas strong. 16Butwhenhe
had become strong, his heart was lifted up in pride, causing his destruction; and he did
evil against the Lord his God; for hewent into the Temple of the Lord for the purpose of
burning perfumes on the altar of perfumes. 17AndAzariah the priestwent in after him,
with eighty of the Lord's priests, who were strong men; 18 And they made protests to
Uzziah the king, and said to him, The burning of perfumes, Uzziah, is not your business
but that of the priests, the sons of Aaron, who have been made holy for this work: go
out of the holy place, for you have donewrong, and it will not be to your honour before
God. 19 Then Uzziah was angry; and he had in his hand a vessel for burning perfume;
and while his wrath was bitter against the priests, the mark of the leper's disease came
out on his brow, before the eyes of the priests in the house of the Lord by the altar of
perfumes. 20And Azariah, the chief priest, and all the priests, looking at him, saw the
mark of the leper on his brow, and they sent him out quickly and he himself went out
straight away, for the Lord's punishment had come on him. 21 So King Uzziah was a
leper till the day of his death, living separately in his private house; for he was cut off
from thehouse ofGod; and Jothamhis sonwas ruling overhis house, judging thepeople
of the land. 22Now the rest of the acts of Uzziah, first and last, were recorded by Isaiah
the prophet, the son of Amoz. 23SoUzziahwent to restwith his fathers; and they put his
body into the earth in the field used for the resting-place of the kings, for they said, He
is a leper: and Jotham his son became king in his place.

27
1 Jotham was twenty-five years old when he became king; and he was ruling in

Jerusalem for sixteen years; and his mother's name was Jerushah, the daughter of
Zadok. 2Hedidwhatwas right in the eyes of theLord, as his fatherUzziahhaddone; but
he did not go into the Temple of the Lord. And the people still went on in their evilways.
3He put up the higher doorway of the house of the Lord, and did much building on the
wall of the Ophel. 4 In addition, he made towns in the hill-country of Judah, and strong
buildings and towers in the woodlands. 5He went to war with the king of the children
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of Ammon and overcame them. That year, the children of Ammon gave him a hundred
talents of silver, and ten thousand measures of grain and ten thousand measures of
barley. And the children of Ammon gave him the same amount the second year and the
third. 6 So Jotham became strong, because in all his ways he made the Lord his guide.
7Now the rest of the acts of Jotham, and all his wars and his ways, are recorded in the
book of the kings of Israel and Judah. 8He was twenty-five years old when he became
king, and he was ruling in Jerusalem for sixteen years. 9And Jotham went to rest with
his fathers, and they put his body into the earth in the town of David; and Ahaz his son
became king in his place.

28
1Ahazwas twenty years oldwhenhebecameking, andhewas ruling in Jerusalem for

sixteen years; he did not dowhatwas right in the eyes of the Lord, like David his father:
2But he went in the ways of the kings of Israel andmade images of metal for the Baals.
3More than this, he had offerings burned in the valley of the son of Hinnom, andmade
his children go through fire, copying the disgusting ways of the nations whom the Lord
had sent out of the land before the children of Israel. 4And he made offerings and had
perfumes burned in the high places and on the hills and under every green tree. 5 So
the Lord his God gave him up into the hands of the king of Aram; and they overcame
him, and took away a great number of his people as prisoners to Damascus. Then he
was given into the hands of the king of Israel, who sent great destruction on him. 6For
Pekah, the sonofRemaliah, inonedayput todeathahundredand twenty thousandmen
of Judah, all of them good fighting-men; because they had given up the Lord, the God of
their fathers. 7And Zichri, a great fighting-man of Ephraim, put to death Maaseiah, the
king's son, and Azrikam, the controller of his house, and Elkanah, who was second in
authority to the king. 8 And the children of Israel took away as prisoners from their
brothers, two hundred thousand, women and sons and daughters, and a great store of
their goods, and took them to Samaria. 9 But a prophet of the Lord was there, named
Oded; and he went out in front of the army which was coming into Samaria and said
to them, Truly, because the Lord, the God of your fathers, was angry with Judah, he
gave them up into your hands, and you have put them to death in an outburst of wrath
stretching up to heaven. 10And now your purpose is to keep the children of Judah and
Jerusalemasmen-servants andwomen-servants under your yoke: but are thereno sins
against the Lord your God to be seen among yourselves? 11Andnowgive ear tome, and
send back the prisonerswhomyou have taken from your brothers: for thewrath of the
Lord is burning against you. 12 Then certain of the heads of the children of Ephraim,
Azariah, the son of Johanan, Berechiah, the son of Meshillemoth Jehizkiah, the son of
Shallum, andAmasa the sonofHadlai, put themselvesagainst thosewhohadcomefrom
the war, 13And said to them, You are not to let these prisoners come here; for what you
are designing to dowill be a cause of sin against the Lord to us,making even greater our
sin and ourwrongdoing, which noware great enough, and hiswrath is burning against
Israel. 14 So the armed men gave up the prisoners and the goods they had taken to the
heads and themeeting of the people. 15And those menwho have been namedwent up
and took the prisoners, clothing those among them who were uncovered, with things
from the goods which had been taken in the war, and putting robes on them and shoes
on their feet; and they gave them food and drink and oil for their bodies, and seating
all the feeble among them on asses, they took them to Jericho, the town of palm-trees,
to their people, and then went back to Samaria. 16At that time King Ahaz sent for help
to the king of Assyria. 17 For the Edomites had come again, attacking Judah and taking
away prisoners. 18And the Philistines, forcing their way into the towns of the lowlands
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and the south of Judah, had taken Beth-shemesh and Aijalon and Gederoth and Soco,
with their daughter-towns, aswell as TimnahandGimzoand their daughter-towns, and
were living there. 19For the Lordmade Judah low, because of Ahaz, king of Israel; for he
had given up all self-control in Judah, sinning greatly against the Lord. 20Then Tiglath-
pileser, king of Assyria, came to him, but was a cause of trouble and not of strength to
him. 21ForAhaz tookapart of thewealth fromthehouseof theLord, and fromthehouse
of the king and of the great men, and gave it to the king of Assyria; but it was no help to
him. 22And in the timeofhis trouble, this sameKingAhazdid evenmore evil against the
Lord. 23 For he made offerings to the gods of Damascus, who were attacking him, and
said, Because the gods of the kings of Aram are giving them help, I will make offerings
to them so that they may give me help. But they were the cause of his downfall, and of
that of all Israel. 24And Ahaz got together the vessels of the house of God, cutting up all
the vessels of the house of God, and shutting the doors of the Lord's house; and hemade
altars in every part of Jerusalem. 25 And in every town of Judah he made high places
where perfumes were burned to other gods, awaking the wrath of the Lord, the God of
his fathers. 26Now the rest of his acts and all his ways, first and last, are recorded in the
book of the kings of Judah and Israel. 27AndAhazwent to restwith his fathers, and they
put his body into the earth in Jerusalem; but they did not put him in the resting-place of
the kings of Israel: and Hezekiah his son became king in his place.

29
1 Hezekiah became king when he was twenty-five years old; and he was king in

Jerusalem for twenty-nine years; and his mother's name was Abijah, the daughter of
Zechariah. 2He didwhatwas right in the eyes of the Lord, as his father David had done.
3 In the first year of his rule, in the firstmonth, opening the doors of the Lord's house, he
made themstrong. 4Andhe sent for thepriests and theLevites, andgot them together in
thewide place on the east side, 5And said to them, Give ear tome, O Levites: nowmake
yourselves holy, andmake holy the house of the Lord, the God of your fathers, and take
away everything unclean from the holy place. 6For our fathers have done evil, sinning
in the eyes of the Lord our God, and have given him up, turning away their faces from
the house of the Lord, and turning their backs on him. 7 The doors of his house have
been shut and the lights put out; no perfumes have been burned or offerings made to
the God of Israel in his holy place. 8 And so the wrath of the Lord has come on Judah
and Jerusalem, and he has given them up to be a cause of fear and wonder and shame,
as your eyes have seen. 9 For see, our fathers have been put to death with the sword,
and our sons and daughters andwives have been taken away prisoners because of this.
10Now it is my purpose to make an agreement with the Lord, the God of Israel, so that
the heat of his wrath may be turned away from us. 11My sons, take care now: for you
have been marked out by the Lord to come before him and to be his servants, burning
offerings to him. 12 Then the Levites took their places; Mahath, the son of Amasai, and
Joel, the son of Azariah, among the Kohathites; and of the sons of Merari, Kish, the
son of Abdi, and Azariah, the son of Jehallelel; and of the Gershonites, Joah, the son
of Zimmah, and Eden, the son of Joah; 13And of the sons of Elizaphan, Shimri and Jeuel;
and of the sons of Asaph, Zechariah andMattaniah; 14And of the sons of Heman, Jehuel
and Shimei; and of the sons of Jeduthun, Shemaiah and Uzziel. 15 And they got their
brothers together and made themselves holy, and went in, as the king had said by the
word of the Lord, to make the house of the Lord clean. 16And the priests went into the
inner part of the house of the Lord tomake it clean, and everything uncleanwhichwas
to be seen in the Temple of the Lord they took out into the outer square of the Lord's
house, and the Levites got it together and took it away to the stream Kidron. 17On the
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first day of the first month the work of making the house holy was started, and on the
eighth day they came to the coveredway of the Lord; in eight days theymade the Lord's
house holy, and on the sixteenth day of the firstmonth theworkwas done. 18Then they
went in to King Hezekiah and said, We have made all the house of the Lord clean, as
well as the altar of burned offeringswith all its vessels, and the table for the holy bread,
with all its vessels. 19And all the vessels which were turned out by King Ahaz in his sin
while hewas king,wehaveput in order andmadeholy, andnow they are in their places
before the altar of the Lord. 20ThenHezekiah the king got up early, and got together the
great men of the town, and went up to the house of the Lord. 21 And they took with
them seven oxen and seven male sheep and seven lambs and seven he-goats as a sin-
offering for the kingdom and for the holy house and for Judah. And he gave orders to
the sons of Aaron, the priests, that these were to be offered on the altar of the Lord.
22 So they put the oxen to death and their blood was given to the priests to be drained
out against the altar; then they put the male sheep to death, draining out their blood
against the altar, and they put the lambs to death, draining out their blood against the
altar. 23 Then they took the he-goats for the sin-offering, placing them before the king
and themeeting of the people, and they put their hands on them: 24And the priests put
them to death, and made a sin-offering with their blood on the altar, to take away the
sin of all Israel: for the king gave orders that the burned offering and the sin-offering
were for all Israel. 25 Then he put the Levites in their places in the house of the Lord,
with brass and corded instruments of music as ordered by David and Gad, the king's
seer, and Nathan the prophet: for the order was the Lord's, given by his prophets. 26 So
the Levites took their placeswith David's instruments, and the priests with their horns.
27And Hezekiah gave the word for the burned offering to be offered on the altar. And
when the burned offering was started, then the song of the Lord was started, with the
blowing of horns and with all the instruments of David, king of Israel. 28 And all the
people gave worship, to the sound of songs and the blowing of horns; and this went on
till the burned offeringwas ended. 29Andat the endof the offering, the king and allwho
were present with him gave worship with bent heads. 30 Then King Hezekiah and the
captains gaveorders to theLevites to givepraise toGod in thewords ofDavid andAsaph
the seer. And they made songs of praise with joy, and with bent heads gave worship.
31 Then Hezekiah made answer and said, Now that you have given yourselves to the
Lord, comenearand takeofferingsandpraise-offerings into thehouseof theLord. Soall
the people took in offerings and praise-offerings: and those whose hearts weremoved,
took in burned offerings. 32 The number of burned offerings which the people took in
was seventy oxen, a hundred male sheep, and two hundred lambs: all these were for
burned offerings to the Lord. 33And the holy things were six hundred oxen and three
thousand sheep. 34 There were not enough priests for the work of cutting up all the
burned offerings; so their brothers the Levites gave them help till the work was done
and the priests had made themselves holy: for the Levites were more upright in heart
to make themselves holy than the priests. 35And there was a great amount of burned
offerings, with the fat of the peace-offerings and the drink offerings for every burned
offering. So the work of the Lord's house was put in order. 36And Hezekiah and all the
peoplewere full of joy, because God hadmade the people ready: for the thingwas done
suddenly.

30
1 Then Hezekiah sent word to all Israel and Judah, and sent letters to Ephraim and

Manasseh, requesting them to come to the house of the Lord at Jerusalem, to keep the
Passover to the Lord, the God of Israel. 2 For the king, after discussion with his chiefs



2 Chronicles 30:3 420 2 Chronicles 30:25

and all the body of the people in Jerusalem, had made a decision to keep the Passover
in the second month. 3 It was not possible to keep it at that time, because not enough
priests hadmade themselves holy, and the people had not come together in Jerusalem.
4And the thing was right in the eyes of the king and all the people. 5 So it was ordered
that word was to be sent out through all Israel, from Beer-sheba to Dan, that they were
to come to keep the Passover to the Lord, the God of Israel, at Jerusalem: because they
had not kept it in great numbers in agreement with the law. 6 So runners went with
letters from the king and his chiefs through all Israel and Judah, by the order of the
king, saying, O children of Israel, come back again to the Lord, the God of Abraham,
Isaac, and Israel, so that he may come again to that small band of you which has been
kept safe out of the hands of the kings of Assyria. 7Do not be like your fathers and your
brothers, who were sinners against the Lord, the God of their fathers, so that he made
them a cause of fear, as you see. 8Now do not be hard-hearted, as your fathers were;
but give yourselves to the Lord, and come into his holy place, which he has made his
for ever, and be the servants of the Lord your God, so that the heat of his wrath may be
turned away from you. 9 For if you come back to the Lord, those who took away your
brothers and your childrenwill have pity on them, and let them come back to this land:
for the Lord your God is full of grace and mercy, and his face will not be turned away
from you if you come back to him. 10 So the runners went from town to town through
all the country of Ephraim and Manasseh as far as Zebulun: but they were laughed at
and made sport of. 11However, some of Asher and Manasseh and Zebulun put away
their pride and came to Jerusalem. 12 And in Judah the power of God gave them one
heart to do the orders of the king and the captains, whichwere taken as theword of the
Lord. 13 So a very great number of people came together at Jerusalem to keep the feast
of unleavened bread in the secondmonth. 14And they got towork and took away all the
altars in Jerusalem, and they put all the vessels for burning perfumes into the stream
Kidron. 15Then on the fourteenth day of the secondmonth they put the Passover lambs
to death: and the priests and the Levites were shamed, and made themselves holy and
took burned offerings into the house of the Lord. 16And they took their places in their
right order, as it was ordered in the law of Moses, the man of God: the priests draining
out on the altar the blood given them by the Levites. 17For there were still a number of
the people therewho had notmade themselves holy: so the Levites had to put Passover
lambs to death for those who were not clean, to make them holy to the Lord. 18 For a
great number of the people from Ephraim and Manasseh, Issachar and Zebulun, had
not made themselves clean, but they took the Passover meal, though not in the right
way. For Hezekiah had made prayer for them, saying, May the good Lord have mercy
on everyone 19Who, with all his heart, is turned to God the Lord, the God of his fathers,
even if he has not been made clean after the rules of the holy place. 20 And the Lord
gave ear to Hezekiah, and made the people well. 21 So the children of Israel who were
present in Jerusalem kept the feast of unleavened bread for seven days with great joy:
and the Levites and the priests gave praise to the Lord day by day, making melody to
the Lord with loud instruments. 22 And Hezekiah said kind words to the Levites who
were expert in the ordering of the worship of the Lord: so they kept the feast for seven
days, offering peace-offerings and praising the Lord, the God of their fathers. 23 And
by the desire of all the people, the feast went on for another seven days, and they kept
the seven days with joy. 24For Hezekiah, king of Judah, gave to the people for offerings,
a thousand oxen and seven thousand sheep; and the rulers gave a thousand oxen and
ten thousand sheep; and a great number of priestsmade themselves holy. 25And all the
people of Judah, with the priests and the Levites, and those who had come from Israel,
andmen fromother landswho had come from Israel orwhowere living in Judah, were
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gladwith great joy. 26So therewas great joy in Jerusalem: for nothing like this had been
seen in Jerusalem from the time of Solomon, the son of David, king of Israel. 27Then the
priests and the Levites gave the people a blessing: and the voice of their prayerwent up
to the holy place of God in heaven.

31
1Now when all this was over, all the men of Israel who were present went out into

the towns of Judah, causing the stone pillars to be broken up and the wood pillars to
be cut down, pulling down the high places and the altars in all Judah and Benjamin,
as well as in Ephraim and Manasseh, till all were gone. Then all the children of Israel
went back to their towns, every man to his property. 2 Then Hezekiah put in order the
divisions of the priests and Levites, every man in his division, in relation to his work,
for the burned offerings and peace-offerings, and for the ordering of worship and for
giving praise at the doors of the Lord's house. 3Andhe gave the king's part of his private
property for the burned offerings, that is, for the morning and evening offerings, and
the offerings for the Sabbath and the newmoons and the regular feasts, as it is recorded
in the law of the Lord. 4 In addition, he gave orders to the people of Jerusalem to give to
the priests and Levites that part which was theirs by right, so that theymight be strong
in keeping the law of the Lord. 5And when the order was made public, straight away
the children of Israel gave, in great amounts, the first-fruits of their grain and wine
and oil and honey, and of the produce of their fields; and they took in a tenth part of
everything, a great store. 6And the children of Israel and Judah, whowere living in the
towns of Judah came with the tenth part of their oxen and sheep, and a tenth of all the
holy thingswhichwere to be given to the Lord their God, and put them in greatmasses.
7 The first store of things was put down in the third month, and in the seventh month
the masses were complete. 8And when Hezekiah and the rulers came and saw all the
store of goods, they gave praise to the Lord and to his people Israel. 9 Then Hezekiah
put questions to the priests and Levites about the store of goods. 10 And Azariah, the
chief priest, of the family of Zadok, said in answer, From the time when the people
first came with their offerings into the house of the Lord, we have had food enough,
and more than enough: for the blessing of the Lord is on his people; and there is this
great store which has not been used. 11 Then Hezekiah said that store-rooms were to
be made ready in the house of the Lord; and this was done. 12 And in them they put
all the offerings and the tenths and the holy things, keeping nothing back, and over
themwas Conaniah the Levite, with Shimei his brother second to him. 13And Jehiel and
Azaziah andNahath andAsahel and Jerimoth and Jozabad andEliel and Ismachiah and
Mahath and Benaiah were overseers, under the directions of Conaniah and Shimei his
brother, by the order of Hezekiah the king and Azariah, the ruler of the house of God.
14And Kore, the son of Imnah the Levite, the keeper of the east door, had control of the
offerings freely given to God, and the distribution of the offerings of the Lord and the
most holy things. 15Andunder himwere Eden andMiniamin and Jeshua and Shemaiah
and Amariah and Shecaniah, in the towns of the priests, who were made responsible
for giving it to all their brothers, by divisions, to small and great: 16As well as to all the
males, of three years old and over, listed by their families, who went into the house of
the Lord to do what was needed day by day, for their special work with their divisions.
17 And the families of the priests were listed by their fathers' names, but the Levites,
of twenty years old and over, were listed in relation to their work in their divisions;
18And in the listswere all their little ones and theirwives and their sons and daughters,
through all the people: they made themselves holy in the positions which they were
given. 19And as for the sons of Aaron, the priests, living in the country on the outskirts
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of their towns, every different town thereweremen,marked out by name, to give their
part of the goods to all the males among the priests, and to all who were listed among
the Levites. 20This Hezekiah did through all Judah; he didwhatwas good and right and
true before the Lord his God. 21And for everything he undertook, in connection with
thework of the house of God andhis lawand orders, he got directions fromGod anddid
it with serious purpose; and things went well for him.

32
1 Now after these things and this true-hearted work, Sennacherib, king of Assyria,

came into Judah, and put his army in position before the walled towns of Judah,
designing to make his way into them by force. 2 And when Hezekiah saw that
Sennacherib had come for the purpose of fighting against Jerusalem, 3He took up with
his rulers and men of war the question of stopping up the water-springs outside the
town; and they gave him their support. 4So they got together a great number of people,
and had all the water-springs and the stream flowing through the land stopped up,
saying, Why let the kings of Assyria come and have much water? 5Then he took heart,
building up the wall where it was broken down, and making its towers higher, and
building another wall outside; and he made strong the Millo in the town of David, and
got together a great store of all sorts of instruments of war. 6 And he put war chiefs
over the people, and sent for them all to come together to him in the wide place at the
doorway into the town, and to give them heart he said to them, 7 Be strong and take
heart; have no fear, and do not be troubled on account of the king of Assyria and all
the great army with him: for there is a greater with us. 8With him is an arm of flesh;
but we have the Lord our God, helping us and fighting for us. And the people put their
faith in what Hezekiah, king of Judah, said. 9After this, Sennacherib, king of Assyria,
sent his servants to Jerusalem (at that time he was stationed with all his army in front
of Lachish), to say to Hezekiah and all the men of Judah in Jerusalem, 10 Sennacherib,
king of Assyria, says, In what are you placing your hope, waiting here in the walled
town of Jerusalem? 11 Is it not Hezekiah who has got you to do it, causing your death
from need of food and water, by saying, The Lord our God will give us salvation out
of the hands of the king of Assyria? 12Has not this same Hezekiah taken away his high
places andhis altars, saying to Judahand Jerusalem,Giveworshipbefore onealtar only,
burning offerings on it? 13Have you no knowledge of what I andmy fathers have done
to all the peoples of every land? were the gods of the nations of those lands able to keep
their land from falling into my hands? 14Who was there among all the gods of those
nations, whichmy fathers put to destruction, whowas able to keep his people safe from
my hands? and is it possible that your God will keep you safe from my hands? 15 So
do not be tricked by Hezekiah or let him get you to do this, and do not put any faith in
what he says: for no god of any nation or kingdomhas been able to keep his people safe
frommy hands, or the hands ofmy fathers: howmuch less will your God keep you safe
from my hands! 16And his servants said even more against the Lord God and against
his servant Hezekiah. 17And he sent letters, in addition, to put shame on the Lord, the
God of Israel, and to say evil against him, saying, As the gods of the nations of other
lands have not been able to keep their people safe frommyhands, nomorewill the God
of Hezekiah keep his people safe from my hands. 18 These things they said, crying out
with a loudvoice in the Jews' language, to thepeople of Jerusalemwhowere on thewall,
with the purpose of troubling them and putting fear into them, so that they might take
the town; 19 Talking of the God of Jerusalem as if he was like the gods of the peoples of
the earth, the work of men's hands. 20And Hezekiah the king, and Isaiah the prophet,
the son of Amoz, made prayer because of this, crying out to heaven. 21 And the Lord
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sent an angel who put to death all themen of war and the chiefs and the captains in the
armyof thekingofAssyria. Sohewentback tohis country in shame. Andwhenhe came
into the house of his god, his sons, the offspring of his body, put him to death therewith
the sword. 22 So the Lord gave Hezekiah and the people of Jerusalem salvation from
the power of Sennacherib, the king of Assyria, and from all others, giving them rest on
every side. 23 And great numbers came to Jerusalem with offerings for the Lord, and
things of great price for Hezekiah, king of Judah: so that he was honoured among all
nations from that time. 24 In those days Hezekiah was ill and near death; and he made
prayer to the Lord, and the Lord in answer gave him a sign. 25But Hezekiah did not do
as had been done to him; for his heart was lifted up in pride; and sowrath came on him
and on Judah and Jerusalem. 26 But then, Hezekiah, in sorrow for what he had done,
put away his pride; and he and all Jerusalemmade themselves low, so that thewrath of
the Lord did not come on them in Hezekiah's life-time. 27And Hezekiah had very great
wealth andhonour; andhemadehimself store-houses for his gold and silver and jewels
and spices, and forbody-covers andall sorts of beautiful vessels. 28Andstore-houses for
the produce of grain and wine and oil; and buildings for all sorts of beasts and flocks.
29And hemade towns for himself, and got togethermuch property in flocks and herds:
for God had given him great wealth. 30 It was Hezekiah who had the higher spring of
the water of Gihon stopped, and the water taken down on the west side of the town of
David. In everything he undertook, Hezekiah did well. 31However, in the business of
the representatives sent by the rulers of Babylon to get news of the wonder which had
taken place in the land, God gave up guiding him, testing him to see what was in his
heart. 32Now the rest of the acts of Hezekiah, and the good he did, are recorded in the
vision of Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, and in the book of the kings of Judah and
Israel. 33SoHezekiahwent to restwith his fathers, and they put his body into the higher
part of the resting-places of the sons ofDavid: and all Judah and the people of Jerusalem
gave him honour at his death. AndManasseh his son became king in his place.

33
1Manasseh was twelve years old when he became king, and he was ruling for fifty-

five years in Jerusalem. 2Hedid evil in the eyes of the Lord, copying the disgustingways
of the nationswhom the Lordhad sent out of the land before the children of Israel. 3For
heputupagain thehighplaceswhichhadbeenpulleddownbyhis fatherHezekiah; and
hemade altars for the Baals, and pillars of wood, and was a worshipper and servant of
all the stars of heaven; 4And hemade altars in the house of the Lord, of which the Lord
had said, In Jerusalem will my name be for ever. 5And he made altars for all the stars
of heaven in the two outer squares of the house of the Lord. 6More than this, he made
his children go through the fire in the valley of the son of Hinnom; and he made use of
secret arts, and signs for reading the future, and unnatural powers, and gave positions
to thosewho had control of spirits and towonder-workers: he didmuch evil in the eyes
of the Lord, moving him to wrath. 7And he put the image he had made in the house of
God, the house of which God had said to David and to Solomon his son, In this house,
and in Jerusalem, the town which I have mademine out of all the tribes of Israel, will I
put my name for ever: 8And never again will I let the feet of Israel be moved out of the
land which I have given to their fathers; if only they will take care to do all my orders,
even all the law and the orders and the rules given to them by Moses. 9And Manasseh
made Judah and the people of Jerusalem go out of the true way, so that they did more
evil than those nations whom the Lord gave up to destruction before the children of
Israel. 10 And the word of the Lord came to Manasseh and his people, but they gave
no attention. 11 So the Lord sent against them the captains of the army of Assyria, who
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madeManassehaprisoner and tookhimaway in chains toBabylon. 12Andcryingout to
theLordhisGod inhis trouble, hemadehimself lowbefore theGodofhis fathers, 13And
made prayer to him; and in answer to his prayer God let him come back to Jerusalem
and to his kingdom. Then Manasseh was certain that the Lord was God. 14 After this
he made an outer wall for the town of David, on the west side of Gihon in the valley, as
far as the way into the town by the fish doorway; and he put a very highwall round the
Ophel; and he put captains of the army in all thewalled towns of Judah. 15He took away
the strange gods and the image out of the house of the Lord, and all the altars he had put
up on the hill of the Lord's house and in Jerusalem, and put themout of the town. 16And
he put the altar of the Lord in order, offering peace-offerings and praise-offerings on it,
and said that all Judahwere to be servants of the Lord, theGod of Israel. 17However, the
people still made offerings in the high places, but only to the Lord their God. 18Now the
rest of the acts of Manasseh, and his prayer to his God, and the words which the seers
said to him in the name of the Lord, the God of Israel, are recorded among the acts of
the kings of Israel. 19And the prayer which he made to God, and how God gave him an
answer, and all his sin and his wrongdoing, and the places where he made high places
andput uppillars ofwoodand images, before heput awayhis pride, are recorded in the
history of the seers. 20 SoManasseh went to rest with his fathers, and they put his body
to rest inhishouse, andAmonhis sonbecameking inhisplace. 21Amonwas twenty-two
years oldwhen he became king; and hewas ruling for two years in Jerusalem. 22He did
evil in the eyes of the Lord, asManasseh his father had done; and Amonmade offerings
to all the images which his fatherManasseh hadmade, andwas their servant. 23He did
not make himself low before the Lord, as his father Manasseh had done, but went on
sinning more and more. 24And his servants made a secret design against him, and put
him to death in his house. 25But the people of the land put to death all those who had
taken part in the design against King Amon, andmade his son Josiah king in his place.

34
1 Josiah was eight years old when he became king; he was ruling in Jerusalem for

thirty-oneyears. 2Andhedidwhatwas right in the eyes of theLord,walking in theways
of his father David, without turning to the right hand or to the left. 3 In the eighth year
of his rule, while he was still young, his heart was first turned to the God of his father
David; and in the twelfth year he undertook the clearing away of all the high places
and the pillars and the images of wood and metal from Judah and Jerusalem. 4He had
the altars of the Baals broken down, while he himself was present; and the sun-images
whichwere placed on high over themhe had cut down; and the pillars of wood and the
metal images he had broken up and crushed to dust, dropping the dust over the resting-
places of thedeadwhohadmadeofferings to them. 5Andhehad thebones of thepriests
burnedon their altars, and sohemade Judahand Jerusalemclean. 6And inall the towns
of Manasseh and Ephraim and Simeon as far as Naphtali, he made waste their houses
round about. 7He had the altars and the pillars of wood pulled down and the images
crushed to dust, and all the sun-images cut down, through all the land of Israel, and
then hewent back to Jerusalem. 8Now in the eighteenth year of his rule, when the land
and thehousehadbeenmade clean, he sent Shaphan, the sonofAzaliah, andMaaseiah,
the ruler of the town, and Joah, the son of Joahaz, the recorder, to make good what was
damaged in the house of the Lord his God. 9And they came to Hilkiah, the chief priest,
and gave him all the money which had been taken into the house of God, which the
Levites, the keepers of thedoor, had got fromManassehandEphraimand those of Israel
who had not been taken away as prisoners, and from all Judah and Benjamin and the
people of Jerusalem. 10And they gave it to the overseers of thework of the Lord's house,
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and the overseers gave it to the workmen working in the house, for building it up and
making good what was damaged; 11 Even to the woodworkers and builders to get cut
stone andwood for joining the structure together and formaking boards for the houses
which the kings of Judah had given up to destruction. 12And themen did theworkwell;
and those who had authority over them were Jahath and Obadiah, Levites of the sons
of Merari, and Zechariah and Meshullam, of the sons of the Kohathites, who were to
be responsible for seeing that the work was done; and others of the Levites, who were
expert with instruments of music, 13Had authority over the transport workers, giving
directions to all who were doing any sort of work; and among the Levites there were
scribes and overseers and door-keepers. 14Nowwhen they were taking out the money
which had come into the Lord's house, Hilkiah the priest came across the book of the
law of the Lord, which he had given by the mouth of Moses. 15 Then Hilkiah said to
Shaphan the scribe, I have made discovery of the book of the law in the house of the
Lord. AndHilkiah gave the book to Shaphan. 16And Shaphan took the book to the king;
and he gave him an account of what had been done, saying, Your servants are doing
all they have been given to do; 17 They have taken out all the money which was in the
Lord's house and have given it to the overseers and to the workmen. 18 Then Shaphan
the scribe said to the king, Hilkiah the priest has given me a book; and he made a start
at reading some of it to the king. 19 And the king, hearing the words of the law, took
his robe in his hands, violently parting it as a sign of his grief. 20And he gave orders to
Hilkiah and to Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, and Abdon, the son of Micah, and Shaphan
the scribe and Asaiah, the king's servant, saying, 21Go and get directions from the Lord
for me and for those who are still in Israel and for Judah, about the words of this book
whichhas come to light; for great is thewrath of theLordwhichhasbeen let loose onus,
because our fathers have not kept theword of the Lord or donewhat is recorded in this
book. 22SoHilkiah, and thosewhom the king sent, went to Huldah thewoman prophet,
thewife of Shallum, the son of Tokhath, the son of Hasrah, the keeper of the robes (now
she was living in Jerusalem, in the second part of the town); and they had talk with her
about this thing. 23 And she said to them, The Lord, the God of Israel, has said, Say to
the man who sent you to me, 24 These are the words of the Lord: See, I will send evil
on this place and on its people, even all the curses in the book which they have been
reading before the king of Judah; 25Because they have given me up, burning offerings
to other gods andmovingme towrath by all theworks of their hands; somywrath is let
loose on this place andwill not be put out. 26But to the king of Judahwho sent you to get
directions from the Lord, say, This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, has said: Because
you have given ear to my words, 27 And your heart was soft, and you made yourself
low before God, on hearing hiswords about this place and its people, andwithweeping
and signs of grief have made yourself low before me, I have given ear to you, says the
Lord God. 28 See, I will let you go to your fathers, and be put in your last resting-place
in peace, and your eyes will not see all the evil which I will send on this place and on its
people. So they took this news back to the king. 29 Then the king sent and got together
all the responsiblemen of Judah and of Jerusalem. 30And the kingwent up to the house
of the Lord, with all the men of Judah and the people of Jerusalem, and the priests and
the Levites and all the people, small and great; and they were present at his reading of
the book of the law which had come to light in the house of the Lord. 31 Then the king,
taking his place by the pillar, made an agreement before the Lord, to go in the way of
the Lord, and to keep his orders and his decisions and his rules with all his heart and
with all his soul, and to keep the words of the agreement recorded in this book. 32And
he made all the people in Jerusalem and Benjamin give their word to keep it. And the
people of Jerusalem kept the agreement of God, the God of their fathers. 33 Josiah took
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away all the disgusting things out of all the lands of the children of Israel, andmade all
who were in Israel servants of the Lord their God. And as long as he was living they
were true to the Lord, the God of their fathers.

35
1 And Josiah kept a Passover to the Lord in Jerusalem; on the fourteenth day of the

first month they put the Passover lamb to death. 2And he gave the priests their places,
making them strong for the work of the house of God. 3And he said to the Levites, the
teachers of all Israel, whowere holy to the Lord, See, the holy ark is in the house which
Solomon, the son of David, king of Israel, made; it will no longer have to be transported
on your backs: now be the servants of the Lord your God and his people Israel, 4And
makeyourselves ready inyourdivisions, byyour families, as it is ordered in thewritings
of David, king of Israel, and of Solomon his son; 5 And take your positions in the holy
place, grouped in the families of your brothers, the children of the people, and for every
division let there be a part of a family of the Levites. 6 And put the Passover lamb to
death, andmakeyourselvesholy, andmake it ready for yourbrothers, so that theorders
given by the Lord throughMosesmay be done. 7And Josiah gave lambs and goats from
the flock as Passover offerings for all the people who were present, to the number of
thirty thousand, and three thousand oxen: thesewere from the king's private property.
8 And his captains freely gave an offering to the people, the priests, and the Levites.
Hilkiah and Zechariah and Jehiel, the rulers of the house of God, gave to the priests
for the Passover offerings two thousand, six hundred small cattle and three hundred
oxen. 9 And Conaniah and Shemaiah and Nethanel, his brothers, and Hashabiah and
Jeiel and Jozabad, the chiefs of the Levites, gave to the Levites for the Passover offerings
five thousand small cattle and five hundred oxen. 10 So everything was made ready
and the priests took their placeswith the Levites in their divisions, as the king had said.
11And they put the Passover lambs to death, the blood being drained out by the priests
when it was given to them, and the Levites did the skinning. 12And they took away the
burned offerings, so that theymight give them to be offered to the Lord for the divisions
of the families of the people, as it is recorded in the book of Moses. And they did the
same with the oxen. 13 And the Passover lamb was cooked over the fire, as it says in
the law; and the holy offerings were cooked in pots and basins and vessels, and taken
quickly to all the people. 14And after that, they made ready for themselves and for the
priests; for the priests, the sons of Aaron, were offering the burned offerings and the
fat till night; so the Levites made ready what was needed for themselves and for the
priests, the sons of Aaron. 15And the sons of Asaph, themakers ofmelody, were in their
places, as ordered by David and Asaph and Heman and Jeduthun, the king's seer; and
the door-keepers were stationed at every door: there was no need for them to go away
from their places, for their brothers the Levites made ready for them. 16 So everything
needed for the worship of the Lord was made ready that same day, for the keeping of
the Passover and the offering of burned offerings on the altar of the Lord, as King Josiah
had given orders. 17And all the children of Israel who were present kept the Passover
and the feast of unleavened bread at that time for seven days. 18 No Passover like it
had been kept in Israel from the days of Samuel the prophet; and not one of the kings
of Israel had ever kept a Passover like the one kept by Josiah and the priests and the
Levites andall those of Judahand Israelwhowerepresent, and thepeople of Jerusalem.
19 In the eighteenth year of the rule of Josiah this Passover was kept. 20 After all this,
and after Josiah had put the house in order, Neco, king of Egypt, went up to make war
at Carchemish by the river Euphrates; and Josiah went out against him. 21But he sent
representatives to him, saying, What have I to do with you, O king of Judah? I have not
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come against you this day, but against thosewithwhom I am at war; and God has given
meorders to go forwardquickly: keepout ofGod'sway, forhe iswithme, orhewill send
destruction on you. 22However, Josiah would not go back; but keeping to his purpose
of fighting against him, and giving no attention to the words of Neco, which came from
God, hewent forward to thefight in thevalley ofMegiddo. 23And thebowmensent their
arrows at King Josiah, and the king said to his servants, Take me away, for I am badly
wounded. 24So his servants took himout of the line ofwar-carriages, and put him in his
second carriage and took him to Jerusalem, where he came to his end, and they put his
body in the resting-place of his fathers. And in all Judah and Jerusalem there was great
weeping for Josiah. 25 And Jeremiah made a song of grief for Josiah; and to this day
Josiah is named by all the makers of melody, men and women, in their songs of grief;
theymade it a rule in Israel; and the songs are recordedamong the songsof grief. 26Now
the rest of the acts of Josiah, and the goodhe did, in keepingwithwhat is recorded in the
law of the Lord, 27And all his acts, first and last, are recorded in the book of the kings of
Israel and Judah.

36
1Then the people of the land took Jehoahaz, the son of Josiah, and made him king in

Jerusalem inplace of his father. 2 Jehoahazwas twenty-three years oldwhenhebecame
king; he was ruling in Jerusalem for three months. 3 Then the king of Egypt took the
kingdom fromhim in Jerusalem, and put on the land a tax of a hundred talents of silver
and a talent of gold. 4And the king of Egypt made Eliakim his brother king over Judah
and Jerusalem, changing his name to Jehoiakim. And Neco took his brother Jehoahaz
away to Egypt. 5 Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old when he became king; he was
ruling in Jerusalem for eleven years, and he did evil in the eyes of the Lord his God.
6Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, came up against him, and took him away in chains
to Babylon. 7And Nebuchadnezzar took away some of the vessels of the Lord's house,
and put them in the house of his god in Babylon. 8Now the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim
and the disgusting things he did, and all there is to be said against him, are recorded
in the book of the kings of Israel and Judah; and Jehoiachin his son became king in
his place. 9 Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he became king; he was ruling in
Jerusalem for threemonths and tendays, andhedid evil in the eyes of theLord. 10 In the
spring of the year King Nebuchadnezzar sent and took him away to Babylon, with the
beautiful vessels of the house of the Lord, andmade Zedekiah, his father's brother, king
over Judah and Jerusalem. 11Zedekiahwas twenty-one years oldwhenhebecameking;
hewas ruling in Jerusalemfor elevenyears. 12Hedidevil in theeyesof theLord, anddid
notmake himself low before Jeremiah the prophet who gave him theword of the Lord.
13And he took up arms against King Nebuchadnezzar, though he hadmade him take an
oath by God; but hemade his neck stiff and his heart hard, turning away from the Lord,
the God of Israel. 14And more than this, all the great men of Judah and the priests and
the people made their sin great, turning to all the disgusting ways of the nations; and
theymade unclean the house of the Lord which he hadmade holy in Jerusalem. 15And
the Lord, the God of their fathers, sent word to them by his servants, sending early and
frequently, because he had pity on his people and on his living-place; 16 But they put
shame on the servants of God, making sport of his words and laughing at his prophets,
till the wrath of God was moved against his people, till there was no help. 17 So he sent
against them the king of the Chaldaeans, who put their young men to death with the
sword in the house of their holy place, and had no pity for any, young man or virgin,
old man or white-haired: God gave them all into his hands. 18And all the vessels of the
house of God, great and small, and the storedwealth of the Lord's house and thewealth
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of the king and his chiefs, he took away to Babylon. 19And the house of Godwas burned
and the wall of Jerusalem broken down; all its great houses were burned with fire and
all its beautiful vessels given up to destruction. 20And all who had not come to death by
the sword he took away prisoners to Babylon; and they became servants to him and to
his sons till the kingdomofPersia came topower: 21So that thewords of theLord,which
he said by themouth of Jeremiah,might come true, till the land had had pleasure in her
Sabbaths; for as long as shewaswaste the land kept the Sabbath, till seventy yearswere
complete. 22Now in the first year of Cyrus, king of Persia, in order that thewordswhich
the Lord had said by the mouth of Jeremiah might come true, the spirit of Cyrus, king
of Persia, was moved by the Lord, and hemade a public statement and had it given out
through all his kingdom and put in writing, saying, 23Cyrus, king of Persia, has said, All
the kingdoms of the earth have been given tome by the Lord, the God of heaven; and he
has made me responsible for building a house for him in Jerusalem, which is in Judah.
Whoever there is among you of all his people, may the Lord his God bewith him and let
him go up.
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The Book of
Ezra

1 Now in the first year of Cyrus, king of Persia, in order that the word of the Lord
given by themouth of Jeremiahmight come true, the spirit of Cyrus, king of Persia, was
moved by the Lord, so that he made a public statement through all his kingdom, and
put it in writing, saying, 2 These are the words of Cyrus, king of Persia: The Lord God
of heaven has givenme all the kingdoms of the earth; and he hasmademe responsible
for building a house for him in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 3Whoever there is among
you of his people, may his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is
in Judah, and take in hand the building of the house of the Lord, the God of Israel; he
is the God who is in Jerusalem. 4And whoever there may be of the rest of Israel, living
in any place, let the men of that place give him help with offerings of silver and gold
and goods and beasts, in addition to the offering freely given for the house of God in
Jerusalem. 5Then the heads of families of Judah and Benjamin, with the priests and the
Levites, got ready, even all those whose spirits weremoved by God to go up and take in
hand thebuildingof theLord'shouse in Jerusalem. 6Andall theirneighbours gave them
helpwith offerings of vessels of silver and gold and goods andbeasts and things of great
value, in addition to what was freely offered. 7And Cyrus the king got out the vessels of
the house of the Lordwhich Nebuchadnezzar had taken from Jerusalem and put in the
house of his gods; 8Even these CyrusmadeMithredath, the keeper of hiswealth, get out,
and he gave them, after numbering them, to Sheshbazzar, the ruler of Judah. 9And this
is the number of them: there were thirty gold plates, a thousand silver plates, twenty-
nine knives, 10 Thirty gold basins, four hundred and ten silver basins, and a thousand
other vessels. 11 There were five thousand, four hundred gold and silver vessels. All
these were taken back by Sheshbazzar, when those who had been taken prisoner went
up from Babylon to Jerusalem.

2
1 Now these are the people of the divisions of the kingdom, among those who had

beenmade prisoners by Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, and taken away to Babylon,
who went back to Jerusalem and Judah, everyone to his town; 2 Who went with
Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Nehemiah, Seraiah, Reelaiah, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispar, Bigvai,
Rehum, Baanah, The number of the men of the people of Israel: 3 The children of
Parosh, two thousand, one hundred and seventy-two. 4 The children of Shephatiah,
three hundred and seventy-two. 5 The children of Arah, seven hundred and seventy-
five. 6 The children of Pahath-moab, of the children of Jeshua and Joab, two thousand,
eight hundred and twelve. 7 The children of Elam, a thousand, two hundred and fifty-
four. 8 The children of Zattu, nine hundred and forty-five. 9 The children of Zaccai,
seven hundred and sixty. 10 The children of Bani, six hundred and forty-two. 11 The
children of Bebai, six hundred and twenty-three. 12The children of Azgad, a thousand,
two hundred and twenty-two. 13 The children of Adonikam, six hundred and sixty-
six. 14 The children of Bigvai, two thousand and fifty-six. 15 The children of Adin,
four hundred and fifty-four. 16 The children of Ater, of Hezekiah, ninety-eight. 17 The
children of Bezai, three hundred and twenty-three. 18The children of Jorah, a hundred
and twelve. 19The children of Hashum, two hundred and twenty-three. 20The children
of Gibbar, ninety-five. 21 The children of Beth-lehem, a hundred and twenty-three.
22Themen of Netophah, fifty-six. 23Themen of Anathoth, a hundred and twenty-eight.
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24 The children of Azmaveth, forty-two. 25 The children of Kiriath-arim, Chephirah,
and Beeroth, seven hundred and forty-three. 26 The children of Ramah and Geba, six
hundred and twenty-one. 27 The men of Michmas, a hundred and twenty-two. 28 The
men of Beth-el and Ai, two hundred and twenty-three. 29 The children of Nebo, fifty-
two. 30 The children of Magbish, a hundred and fifty-six. 31 The children of the other
Elam, a thousand, two hundred and fifty-four. 32The children of Harim, three hundred
and twenty. 33 The children of Lod, Hadid, and Ono, seven hundred and twenty-five.
34The childrenof Jericho, threehundredand forty-five. 35The childrenof Senaah, three
thousand, six hundred and thirty. 36 The priests: the children of Jedaiah, of the house
of Jeshua, nine hundred and seventy-three. 37 The children of Immer, a thousand and
fifty-two. 38 The children of Pashhur, a thousand, two hundred and forty-seven. 39 The
children ofHarim, a thousand and seventeen. 40TheLevites: the children of Jeshua and
Kadmiel, of the children of Hodaviah, seventy-four. 41The music-makers: the children
of Asaph, a hundred and twenty-eight 42The children of the door-keepers: the children
of Shallum, the children of Ater, the children of Talmon, the children of Akkub, the
children of Hatita, the children of Shobai, a hundred and thirty-nine. 43The Nethinim:
the children of Ziha, the children of Hasupha, the children of Tabbaoth, 44The children
of Keros, the children of Siaha, the children of Padon, 45 The children of Lebanah, the
children of Hagabah, the children of Akkub, 46 The children of Hagab, the children of
Shamlai, the children of Hanan, 47 The children of Giddel, the children of Gahar, the
children of Reaiah, 48 The children of Rezin, the children of Nekoda, the children of
Gazzam, 49 The children of Uzza, the children of Paseah, the children of Besai, 50 The
children of Asnah, the children of Meunim, the children of Nephisim, 51 The children
of Bakbuk, the children of Hakupha, the children of Harhur, 52The children of Bazluth,
the childrenofMehida, the childrenofHarsha, 53The childrenofBarkos, the childrenof
Sisera, the children of Temah, 54The children of Neziah, the children of Hatipha. 55The
children of Solomon's servants: the children of Sotai, the children of Hassophereth, the
children of Peruda, 56 The children of Jaalah, the children of Darkon, the children of
Giddel, 57The children of Shephatiah, the children of Hattil, the children of Pochereth-
hazzebaim, the children of Ami. 58 All the Nethinim, and the children of Solomon's
servants, were three hundred and ninety-two. 59And these were the people who went
up from Tel-melah, Tel-harsha, Cherub, Addan, and Immer. But having no knowledge
of their fathers' families or offspring, it was not certain that they were Israelites; 60The
children of Delaiah, the children of Tobiah, the children of Nekoda, six hundred and
fifty-two. 61And of the children of the priests: the children of Habaiah, the children of
Hakkoz, the children of Barzillai, who was married to one of the daughters of Barzillai
the Gileadite, and took their name. 62Theymade search for their record among the lists
of families, but theirnameswerenowhere tobe seen; so theywere lookedonasunclean
andno longer priests. 63And the Tirshatha said that theywerenot to have themost holy
things for their food, till a priest came to give decision by Urim and Thummim. 64 The
number of all the people together was forty-two thousand, three hundred and sixty,
65As well as their men-servants and their women-servants, of whom there were seven
thousand, three hundred and thirty-seven: and theyhad twohundredmenandwomen
to make music. 66 They had seven hundred and thirty-six horses, two hundred and
forty-five transport beasts, 67Four hundred and thirty-five camels, six thousand, seven
hundred and twenty asses. 68And some of the heads of families, when they came to the
house of the Lord which is in Jerusalem, gave freely of their wealth for the building up
of the house of God in its place: 69Every one, as hewas able, gave for thework sixty-one
thousand darics of gold, five thousand pounds of silver and a hundred priests' robes.
70 So the priests and the Levites and the people and the music-makers and the door-



Ezra 3:1 431 Ezra 4:5

keepers and the Nethinim, took up their places in their towns; even all Israel in their
towns.

3
1 And when the seventh month came, and the children of Israel were in the towns,

the people came together like oneman to Jerusalem. 2Then Jeshua, the son of Jozadak,
and his brothers the priests, and Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, with his brothers,
got up and made the altar of the God of Israel for burned offerings as is recorded in
the law of Moses, the man of God. 3They put the altar on its base; for fear was on them
becauseof thepeople of the countries: and theymadeburnedofferings on it to theLord,
even burned offerings morning and evening. 4And they kept the feast of tents, as it is
recorded, making the regular burned offerings every day by number, as it is ordered;
for every day what was needed. 5And after that, the regular burned offering and the
offerings for the new moons and all the fixed feasts of the Lord which had been made
holy, and the offering of everyone who freely gave his offering to the Lord. 6 From the
first day of the seventhmonth theymade a start with the burned offerings, but the base
of the Temple of the Lord had still not been put in its place. 7And they gave money to
the stoneworkers andwoodworkers; andmeat and drink and oil to the people of Zidon
and of Tyre, for the transport of cedar-trees fromLebanon to the sea, to Joppa, as Cyrus,
king of Persia, had given themauthority to do. 8Now in the second year of their coming
into the house of God in Jerusalem, in the second month, the work was taken in hand
by Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua, the son of Jozadak, and the rest of their
brothers the priests and the Levites, and all those who had come from the land where
they were prisoners to Jerusalem: and they made the Levites, of twenty years old and
over, responsible for overseeing the work of the house of the Lord. 9Then Jeshua with
his sons and his brothers, Kadmiel with his sons, the sons of Hodaviah, together took
up the work of overseeing the workmen in the house of God: the sons of Henadadwith
their sons and their brothers, the Levites. 10And when the builders put in position the
base of the Temple of the Lord, the priests, dressed in their robes, took their placeswith
horns, and the Levites, the sons of Asaph, with brass instruments, to give praise to the
Lord in the way ordered by David, king of Israel. 11And they gave praise to the Lord,
answering one another in their songs and saying, For he is good, for his mercy to Israel
is eternal. And all the people gave a great cry of joy, when they gave praise to the Lord,
because the base of the Lord's house was put in place. 12 But a number of the priests
and Levites and the heads of families, old men who had seen the first house, when the
base of this housewas put down before their eyes, were overcomewithweeping; and a
number were crying out with joy: 13 So that in the ears of the people the cry of joy was
mixedwith the sound of weeping; for the cries of the people were loud and came to the
ears of those whowere a long way off.

4
1 Now news came to the haters of Judah and Benjamin that the people who had

come back were building a Temple to the Lord, the God of Israel; 2 Then they came
to Zerubbabel and to the heads of families, and said to them, Let us take part in the
building with you; for we are servants of your God, even as you are; and we have
been making offerings to him from the days of Esar-haddon, king of Assyria, who put
us here. 3 But Zerubbabel and Jeshua and the rest of the heads of families in Israel
said to them, You have no part with us in the building of a house for our God; we
ourselves will do the work together for the Lord, the God of Israel, as Cyrus, king of
Persia, has given us orders. 4Then the people of the landmade the hands of the people
of Judah feeble, troubling them with fear in their building; 5 And they gave payment
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to men who made designs against them and kept them from effecting their purpose,
all through the time of Cyrus, king of Persia, till Darius became king. 6And in the time
of Ahasuerus, when he first became king, they put on record a statement against the
people of Judah and Jerusalem. 7And in the time of Artaxerxes, Bishlam, Mithredath,
Tabeel, and the rest of his friends, sent a letter to Artaxerxes, king of Persia, writing
it in the Aramaean writing and language. 8 Rehum, the chief ruler, and Shimshai the
scribe, sent a letter against Jerusalem, to Artaxerxes the king; 9 The letter was sent by
Rehum, the chief ruler, and Shimshai the scribe and their friends; the Dinaites and
the Apharsathchites, the Tarpelites, the Apharsites, the Archevites, the Babylonians,
the Shushanchites, the Dehaites, the Elamites, 10And the rest of the nations which the
great andnobleOsnappar took over andput in Samaria and the rest of the country over
the river: 11 This is a copy of the letter which they sent to Artaxerxes the king: Your
servants living across the river send these words: 12We give news to the king that the
Jewswho came from you have come to us at Jerusalem; they are building up again that
uncontrolled and evil town; the walls are complete and they are joining up the bases.
13The kingmay be certain that when the building of this town and its walls is complete,
they will give no tax or payment in goods or forced payments, and in the end it will be
a cause of loss to the kings. 14Now because we are responsible to the king, and it is not
right for us to see the king's honour damaged, we have sent to give the king word of
these things, 15 So that search may be made in the book of the records of your fathers:
and you will see in the book of the records that this town has been uncontrolled, and a
cause of trouble to kings and countries, and that therewere outbursts against authority
there in the past: for which reason the town was made waste. 16We give you word,
that if the building of this town and its walls is made complete, there will be an end of
your power in the country across the river. 17Then the king sent an answer to Rehum,
the chief ruler, and Shimshai the scribe, and their friends living in Samaria, and to the
rest of those across the river, saying, Peace to you: 18 And now the sense of the letter
which you sent to us has beenmade clear to me, 19And I gave orders for a search to be
made, and it is certain that in the past this town has made trouble for kings, and that
outbursts against authority have taken place there. 20 Further, there have been great
kings in Jerusalem, ruling over all the country across the river, towhom they gave taxes
and payments in goods and forced payments. 21Give an order now, that these men are
to donothingmore, and that the building of the town is to be stopped, till I give an order.
22Be certain to do thiswith all care: donot let trouble be increased to the king's damage.
23Then, after reading the king's letter, Rehumand Shimshai the scribe and their friends
went quickly to Jerusalem, to the Jews, and had them stopped by force. 24 So the work
of the house of God at Jerusalem came to an end; so it was stopped, till the second year
of the rule of Darius, king of Persia.

5
1Now the prophetsHaggai andZechariah, the son of Iddo,were preaching to the Jews

in Judah and Jerusalem in the name of the God of Israel. 2 Then Zerubbabel, the son
of Shealtiel, and Jeshua, the son of Jozadak, got up and made a start at building the
house of God at Jerusalem: and the prophets of Godwerewith them, helping them. 3At
the same time, Tattenai, ruler of the land across the river, and Shethar-bozenai, and
their men, came to them and said, Who gave you orders to go on building this house
and this wall? 4 Then they said these words to them: What are the names of the men
who are at work on this building? 5 But the eye of their God was on the chiefs of the
Jews, and they did notmake them give upworking till the question had been put before
Darius and an answer had come by letter about it. 6 This is a copy of the letter which
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Tattenai, the ruler of the land across the river, and Shethar-bozenai and his friends the
Apharsachites, living across the river, sent to Darius the king: 7 They sent him a letter
saying, To Darius the king, all peace: 8 This is to give the king word that we went into
the land of Judah, to the house of the great God, which is made of great stones, and has
its walls supported with wood, and the work is going on with industry, and they are
doing it well. 9 Then we said to the men responsible, who gave you authority for the
building of this house and thesewalls? 10Andwemade request for their names, so that
wemight send youword, and give you the names of themen at the head of them. 11And
they made answer to us, saying, We are the servants of the God of heaven and earth,
and we are building the house which was put up in times long past and was designed
andmade complete by a great king of Israel. 12But when the God of heavenwasmoved
to wrath by our fathers, he gave them up into the hands of Nebuchadnezzar, king of
Babylon, the Chaldaean, who sent destruction on this house and took the people away
into Babylon. 13 But in the first year of Cyrus, king of Babylon, Cyrus the king gave an
order for thebuildingof this houseofGod; 14And thegoldand silver vessels of thehouse
of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took from the Temple which was in Jerusalem, and put
into the house of his god in Babylon, these Cyrus the king took from the house of his
god in Babylon, and gave to one named Sheshbazzar, whom he had made ruler; 15And
he said to him, Go, take these vessels, and put them in the Temple in Jerusalem, and let
the house of God be put up again in its place. 16Then this same Sheshbazzar came and
put the house of God in Jerusalem on its bases: and from that time till now the building
has been going on, but it is still not complete. 17 So now, if it seems good to the king, let
search bemade in the king's store-house at Babylon, to see if it is true that an orderwas
given by Cyrus the king for the building of this house of God at Jerusalem, and let the
king send us word of his pleasure in connection with this business.

6
1 Then Darius the king gave an order and a search was made in the house of the

records, where the things of value were stored up in Babylon. 2 And at Achmetha, in
the great house of the king in the land of Media, they came across a roll, in which this
statement was put on record: 3 In the first year of Cyrus the king, Cyrus the king made
an order: In connectionwith the house of God at Jerusalem, let the house be put up, the
placewhere theymake offerings, and let the earth for the bases be put in place; let it be
sixty cubits high and sixty cubits wide; 4With three lines of great stones and one line of
newwood supports; and let the necessarymoney be given out of the king's store-house;
5 And let the gold and silver vessels from the house of God, which Nebuchadnezzar
took from the Temple at Jerusalem to Babylon, be given back and taken again to the
Temple at Jerusalem, every one in its place, and put them in the house of God. 6So now,
Tattenai, ruler of the land across the river, and Shethar-bozenai and your people the
Apharsachites across the river, keep far from that place: 7Let the work of this house of
God goon; let the ruler of the Jews and their responsiblemenput up this house ofGod in
its place. 8Further, I give orders as to what you are to do for the responsible men of the
Jews in connection with the building of this house of God: that from the king's wealth,
that is, from the taxes got together in the land over the river, the money needed is to
be given to these men readily, so that their work may not be stopped. 9And whatever
they have need of, young oxen and sheep and lambs, for burned offerings to the God of
heaven, grain, salt, wine, and oil, whatever the priests in Jerusalem say is necessary, is
to be given to them day by day regularly: 10 So that they maymake offerings of a sweet
smell to the God of heaven, with prayers for the life of the king and of his sons. 11And
I have given orders that if anyone makes any change in this word, one of the supports
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is to be pulled out of his house, and he is to be lifted up and fixed to it; and his house is
to be made waste for this; 12And may the God who has made it a resting-place for his
name send destruction on all kings and peoples whose hands are outstretched tomake
any change in this or to do damage to this house of God at Jerusalem. I, Darius, have
given this order, let it be done with all care. 13Then Tattenai, the ruler across the river,
and Shethar-bozenai and their people, because of the order given by King Darius, did
as he had said with all care. 14And the responsible men of the Jews went on with their
building, and didwell, helped by the teaching of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah, the
son of Iddo. They went on building till it was complete, in keeping with the word of
the God of Israel, and the orders given by Cyrus, and Darius, and Artaxerxes, king of
Persia. 15 And the building of this house was complete on the third day of the month
Adar, in the sixth year of the rule of Darius the king. 16And the children of Israel, the
priests and the Levites, and the rest of those who had come back, kept the feast of the
opening of this house of Godwith joy. 17And they gave as offerings at the opening of this
house of God a hundred oxen, two hundred sheep, four hundred lambs; and for a sin-
offering for all Israel, twelve he-goats, being the number of the tribes of Israel. 18And
they put the priests in their divisions and the Levites in their order, for the worship of
God at Jerusalem; as it is recorded in the book of Moses. 19 And the children of Israel
who had come back kept the Passover on the fourteenth day of the first month. 20 For
the priests and the Levites had made themselves clean together; they were all clean:
and they put the Passover lamb to death for all those who had come back, and for their
brothers the priests and for themselves. 21 And the children of Israel, who had come
back, and all those who were joined to them, after separating themselves from the evil
ways of the people of the land to become the servants of the Lord, the God of Israel, took
food together, 22And kept the feast of unleavened bread for seven dayswith joy: for the
Lord had made them full of joy, by turning the heart of the king of Assyria to them to
give them help in the work of the house of God, the God of Israel.

7
1Nowafter these things,whenArtaxerxeswas king of Persia, Ezra, the son of Seraiah,

the son of Azariah, the son of Hilkiah, 2 The son of Shallum, the son of Zadok, the son
of Ahitub, 3 The son of Amariah, the son of Azariah, the son of Meraioth, 4 The son of
Zerahiah, the son ofUzzi, the son of Bukki, 5The son of Abishua, the son of Phinehas, the
son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the chief priest: 6This Ezra went up from Babylon; and
hewas a scribe, expert in the law ofMoses which the Lord, the God of Israel, had given:
and the king,moved by the Lord his God, gave himwhatever hemade request for. 7And
some of the children of Israel went up, with some of the priests and the Levites and the
music-makers and thedoor-keepers and theNethinim, to Jerusalem, in the seventhyear
of Artaxerxes the king. 8 And he came to Jerusalem in the fifth month, in the seventh
year of the king's rule. 9 For, starting his journey from Babylon on the first day of the
first month, he came to Jerusalem on the first day of the fifth month, by the good help
of his God. 10 For Ezra had given his mind to learning the law of the Lord and doing it,
and to teaching his rules and decisions in Israel. 11Now this is a copy of the letterwhich
King Artaxerxes gave to Ezra, the priest and the scribe, who put into writing the words
of the orders of the Lord, and of his rules for Israel: 12Artaxerxes, king of kings, to Ezra
thepriest, scribe of the lawof theGodof heaven, all peace; 13Andnow it ismyorder that
all those of the people of Israel, and their priests and Levites in my kingdom, who are
readyandhaveadesire to go to Jerusalem, are to gowith you. 14Because youare sent by
the king and his seven wise men, to get knowledge about Judah and Jerusalem, as you
are ordered by the law of your God which is in your hand; 15And to take with you the
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silver and gold freely offered by the king and his wise men to the God of Israel, whose
Temple is in Jerusalem, 16As well as all the silver and gold which you get from the land
of Babylon, together with the offering of the people and of the priests, freely given for
the house of their God, which is in Jerusalem: 17 So with this money get with care oxen,
sheep, and lambs, with their meal offerings and their drink offerings, to be offered on
the altar of the house of your God, which is in Jerusalem. 18And whatever seems right
to you and to your brothers to do with the rest of the silver and gold, that do, as may be
pleasing to your God. 19And the vessels which have been given to you for the uses of
the house of your God, you are to give to the God of Jerusalem. 20And whatever more
is needed for the house of your God, and which you may have to give, take it from the
king's store-house. 21And I, even I, Artaxerxes the king, now give orders to all keepers
of the king's money across the river, that whatever Ezra the priest, the scribe of the law
of the God of heaven, may have need of from you, is to be done with all care, 22Up to
a hundred talents of silver, a hundredmeasures of grain, a hundredmeasures of wine,
and ahundredmeasures of oil, and saltwithoutmeasure. 23Whatever is orderedby the
Godof heaven, let it be done completely for thehouse of theGodof heaven; so that there
may not bewrath against the kingdom of the king and his sons. 24 In addition, wemake
it clear to you, that itwill be against the law to put any tax or payment in goods or forced
payment on any of the priests or Levites, themusic-makers, door-keepers, Nethinim, or
any servants of this house of God. 25And you, Ezra, by thewisdom of your Godwhich is
in you, are to put rulers and judges to have authority over all the people across the river
who have knowledge of the laws of your God; and you are to give teaching to himwho
has no knowledge of them. 26And if anyone does not keep the law of your God and the
law of the king, take care that punishment is given to him, by death or by driving him
from his country or by taking away his goods or by putting him in prison. 27 Praise be
to the Lord, the God of our fathers, who has put such a thing into the heart of the king,
to make fair the house of the Lord which is in Jerusalem; 28And has givenmercy to me
before the king and his government and before all the king's great captains. And I was
made strong by the hand of the LordmyGodwhichwas onme, and I got together out of
Israel chief men to go up withme.

8
1Now these are the heads of families who were listed of those who went up with me

from Babylon, when Artaxerxes was king. 2Of the sons of Phinehas, Gershom; of the
sons of Ithamar, Daniel; of the sons of David, Hattush; 3Of the sons of Shecaniah; of the
sons of Parosh, Zechariah; andwith himwere listed a hundred and fiftymales. 4Of the
sonsofPahath-moab, Eliehoenai, the sonofZerahiah; andwithhimtwohundredmales.
5Of the sons of Shecaniah, the son of Jahaziel; andwith him three hundredmales. 6And
of the sons of Adin, Ebed, the son of Jonathan; and with him fifty males. 7 And of the
sons of Elam, Jeshaiah; the son of Athaliah; and with him seventy males. 8And of the
sons of Shephatiah, Zebadiah, the son of Michael; and with him eighty males. 9Of the
sons of Joab, Obadiah, the son of Jehiel; andwith him two hundred and eighteenmales.
10And of the sons of Shelomith, the son of Josiphiah; andwith him a hundred and sixty
males. 11And of the sons of Bebai, Zechariah, the son of Bebai; and with him twenty-
eight males. 12And of the sons of Azgad, Johanan, the son of Hakkatan; and with him
a hundred and ten males. 13And of the sons of Adonikam, the last, whose names were
Eliphelet, Jeuel, and Shemaiah; and with them sixty males. 14And of the sons of Bigvai,
Uthai and Zabbud; andwith them seventymales. 15And Imade them come together by
the river flowing to Ahava; andwewere there in tents for three days: and after viewing
the people and the priests I saw that no sons of Leviwere there. 16Then I sent for Eliezer
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and Ariel and Shemaiah and Elnathan Jarib and Elnathan and Nathan and Zechariah
andMeshullam, all responsiblemen; and for Joiarib andElnathan,whowerewisemen.
17 And I sent them to Iddo the chief at the place Casiphia, and gave them orders what
to say to Iddo and his brothers the Nethinim at the place Casiphia, so that they might
come back to us with men to do the work of the house of our God. 18And by the help
of our God they got for us Ish-sechel, one of the sons of Mahli, the son of Levi, the son
of Israel; and Sherebiah with his sons and brothers, eighteen; 19 And Hashabiah, and
with him Jeshaiah of the sons of Merari, his brothers and their sons, twenty; 20 And
of the Nethinim, to whom David and the captains had given the work of helping the
Levites, two hundred and twenty Nethinim, all of them specially named. 21Then I gave
orders for a time of goingwithout food, there by the river Ahava, so thatwemightmake
ourselves low before our God in prayer, requesting from him a straight way for us and
for our little ones and for all our substance. 22For I would not, for shame,make request
to the king for a band of armed men and horsemen to give us help against those who
might make attacks on us on the way: for we had said to the king, The hand of our
God is on his servants for good, but his power and his wrath are against all those who
are turned away from him. 23 So we went without food, requesting our God for this:
and his ear was open to our prayer. 24 So I put on one side twelve of the chiefs of the
priests, Sherebiah, Hashabiah, and ten of their brotherswith them, 25And gave to them
byweight the silver and the gold and thevessels, all the offering for thehouseof ourGod
which the king andhiswisemenandhis captains and all Israel there present had given:
26Measuring into their hands six hundred and fifty talents of silver, and silver vessels,
a hundred talents' weight, and a hundred talents of gold, 27And twenty gold basins, of a
thousand darics, and two vessels of the best bright brass, equal in value to gold. 28And
I said to them, You are holy to the Lord and the vessels are holy: and the silver and
the gold are an offering freely given to the Lord, the God of your fathers. 29 Take care
of them and keep them, till you put them on the scales before the chiefs of the priests
and the Levites and the chiefs of the families of Israel, in Jerusalem, in the rooms of the
house of the Lord. 30So the priests and the Levites took theweight of silver and gold and
the vessels, to take them to Jerusalem into the house of our God. 31Then wewent away
from the river of Ahava on the twelfth day of the first month, to go to Jerusalem; and
the hand of our Godwas on us, and he gave us salvation from our haters and thosewho
werewaiting tomake anattack onus by theway. 32Andwe came to Jerusalemandwere
there for three days. 33 And on the fourth day, the silver and the gold and the vessels
were measured out by weight in the house of our God into the hands of Meremoth, the
son of Uriah, the priest; and with him was Eleazar, the son of Phinehas; and with them
were Jozabad, the son of Jeshua, and Noadiah, the son of Binnui, the Levites; 34All was
handed over by number and by weight: and the weight was put on record at that time.
35And those who had been prisoners, who had come back from a strange land, made
burned offerings to the God of Israel, twelve oxen for all Israel, ninety-six male sheep,
seventy-seven lambs, twelvehe-goats for a sin-offering: all thiswas aburnedoffering to
the Lord. 36And they gave the king's orders to the king's captains and the rulers across
the river, and they gave the people and the house of God the help which was needed.

9
1Now after these things were done, the captains came to me and said, The people of

Israel and the priests and Levites have not kept themselves separate from the people of
the lands, but have taken part in the disgusting ways of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the
Perizzites, the Jebusites, theAmmonites, theMoabites, the Egyptians, and theAmorites.
2For they have taken their daughters for themselves and for their sons, so that the holy
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seed has been mixed with the peoples of the lands; and in fact the captains and rulers
have been the first to do this evil. 3And hearing this, with signs of grief and pulling out
the hair of my head and my chin, I took my seat on the earth deeply troubled. 4 Then
everyone whowent in fear of the words of the God of Israel, because of the sin of those
who had come back, came together tome; and I kept where I was, overcomewith grief,
till the evening offering. 5And at the evening offering, having made myself low before
God, I got up, andwith signs of grief, fallingdownonmyknees,withmyhands stretched
out to theLordmyGod, 6 I said,OmyGod, shamekeepsmefromliftingupmyface toyou,
my God: for our sins are increased higher than our heads and our evil-doing has come
up toheaven. 7From thedays of our fathers till this daywehavebeengreat sinners; and
for our sins, we and our kings and our priests have been given up into the hands of the
kings of the lands, to the swordand toprisonand to loss of goodsand to shameof face, as
it is this day. 8Andnow for a little time gracehas come tous from theLord ourGod, to let
a small bandof us get free and to giveus anail inhis holy place, so that ourGodmaygive
light to our eyes and a measure of new life in our prison chains. 9 For we are servants;
but our God has not been turned away from us in our prison, but has had mercy on us
before the eyes of thekings of Persia, to giveusnewstrength toputupagain thehouseof
our God and tomake fair its waste places, and to give us a wall in Judah and Jerusalem.
10And now, O our God, what are we to say after this? for we have not kept your laws,
11Which you gave to your servants the prophets, saying, The land into which you are
going, to take it for a heritage, is an unclean land, because of the evil lives of the peoples
of the land and their disgusting ways, which have made the land unclean from end to
end. 12So now do not give your daughters to their sons or take their daughters for your
sons or do anything for their peace or well-being for ever; so that you may be strong,
living on the good of the land, and handing it on to your children for a heritage for ever.
13And after everything which has come on us because of our evil-doing and our great
sin, and seeing that the punishment which you, O God, have given us, is less than the
measure of our sins, and that you have kept from death those of uswho are here; 14Are
we again to go against your orders, taking wives from among the people who do these
disgusting things? would younot be angrywith us till our destructionwas complete, till
there was not one who got away safe? 15O Lord God of Israel, righteousness is yours;
we are only a small band which has been kept from death, as at this day: see, we are
before you in our sin; for no onemay keep his place before you because of this.

10
1Now while Ezra was making his prayer and his statement of wrongdoing, weeping

and falling down before the house of God, a very great number ofmen andwomen and
children out of Israel came together round him: for the people were weeping bitterly.
2 And Shecaniah, the son of Jehiel, one of the sons of Elam, answering, said to Ezra,
We have done evil against our God, and have taken as our wives strange women of the
peoples of the land: but still there is hope for Israel in this question. 3Let us nowmake
an agreement with our God to put away all the wives and all their children, if it seems
right to my lord and to those who go in fear of the words of our God; and let it be done
in keeping with the law. 4Up, now! for this is your business, and we are with you; take
heart and do it. 5 Then Ezra got up, and made the chiefs of the priests and the Levites
and all Israel take an oath that they would do this. So they took an oath. 6 Then Ezra
got up from before the house of God and went into the room of Jehohanan, the son of
Eliashib; but when he came there, he took no food or drink, for he was sorrowing for
the sin of those who had come back. 7 And they made a public statement through all
Judah and Jerusalem, to all those who had come back, that they were to come together
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to Jerusalem; 8And that if anyone did not come before three dayswere past, as ordered
by the rulers and the responsible men, all his goods would be put under the curse, and
he himself would be cut off from themeeting of the people who had come back. 9Then
all the men of Judah and Benjamin came together to Jerusalem before three days were
past; it was the ninthmonth, on the twentieth day of themonth; and all the peoplewere
seated in thewide square in front of the house of God, shakingwith fear because of this
business and because of the great rain. 10And Ezra the priest got to his feet and said to
them, You have done wrong and taken strange women for your wives, so increasing
the sin of Israel. 11 So now, give praise to the Lord, the God of your fathers, and do
his pleasure; and make yourselves separate from the peoples of the land and from the
strange women. 12 Then all the people, answering, said with a loud voice, As you have
said, so it is right for us to do. 13 But the number of people is great, and it is a time of
much rain; it is not possible for us to go onwaiting outside, and this is not a thingwhich
may be done in one day or even two: for our sin in this business is great. 14 So now let
our rulers be representatives for all the people, and let all those in our towns who are
married to strangewomen comeat fixed times, andwith them the responsiblemen and
the judges of every town, till the burningwrath of our God is turned away from us, and
this has been done. 15Only Jonathan, the son of Asahel, and Jahzeiah, the son of Tikvah,
were against this, Meshullam and Shabbethai the Levite supporting them. 16 So those
who had come back did so. And Ezra the priest, with certain heads of families, by their
fathers' families, all of them by their names, were marked out; and on the first day of
the tenthmonth they took their places to go into the questionwith care. 17And they got
to the end of all the men who were married to strange women by the first day of the
first month. 18And among the sons of the priests who were married to strange women
were these: of the sons of Jeshua, the son of Jozadak and his brothers, Maaseiah and
Eliezer and Jarib and Gedaliah. 19And they gave their word that they would put away
their wives; and for their sin, they gave an offering of a male sheep of the flock. 20And
of the sons of Immer, Hanani and Zebadiah. 21And of the sons of Harim, Maaseiah and
Elijah and Shemaiah and Jehiel and Uzziah. 22 And of the sons of Pashhur, Elioenai,
Maaseiah, Ishmael, Nethanel, Jozabad, and Elasah. 23And of the Levites, Jozabad, and
Shimei, and Kelaiah (that is Kelita), Pethahiah, Judah, and Eliezer. 24And of the music-
makers, Eliashib; and of the door-keepers, Shallum and Telem and Uri. 25And of Israel,
the sons of Parosh, Ramiah and Izziah and Malchijah and Mijamin and Eleazar and
MalchijahandBenaiah. 26Andof the sonsofElam,Mattaniah, Zechariah, and Jehiel and
Abdi and Jeremoth and Elijah. 27And of the sons of Zattu, Elioenai, Eliashib, Mattaniah,
and Jeremoth and Zabad and Aziza. 28And of the sons of Bebai, Jehohanan, Hananiah,
Zabbai, Athlai. 29 And of the sons of Bani, Meshullam, Malluch, and Adaiah, Jashub
and Sheal, Jeremoth. 30 And of the sons of Pahath-moab, Adna and Chelal, Benaiah,
Maaseiah, Mattaniah, Bezalel and Binnui and Manasseh. 31And of the sons of Harim,
Eliezer, Isshijah, Malchijah, Shemaiah, Shimeon, 32 Benjamin, Malluch, Shemariah.
33 Of the sons of Hashum, Mattenai, Mattattah, Zabad, Eliphelet, Jeremai, Manasseh,
Shimei. 34Of the sons of Bani, Maadai, Amram, and Uel, 35 Benaiah, Bedeiah, Cheluhi,
36 Vaniah, Meremoth, Eliashib, 37 Mattaniah, Mattenai, and Jaasu, 38 And Bani and
Binnui, Shimei; 39 And Shelemiah and Nathan and Adaiah, 40Machnadebai, Shashai,
Sharai, 41Azarel and Shelemiah, Shemariah, 42Shallum, Amariah, Joseph. 43Of the sons
of Nebo, Jeiel, Mattithiah, Zabad, Zebina, Iddo, and Joel, Benaiah. 44All these had taken
strange wives; and some of them hadwives by whom they had offspring.



Nehemiah 1:1 439 Nehemiah 2:9

The Book of
Nehemiah

1 The history of Nehemiah, the son of Hacaliah. Now it came about, in the month
Chislev, in the twentieth year, when I was in Shushan, the king's town, 2 That Hanani,
one of my brothers, came with certain men from Judah; and in answer to my request
for news of the Jewswhohadbeenprisoners andhad got away, andof Jerusalem, 3They
said tome, The small band of Jews now living there in the land are in great trouble and
shame: the wall of Jerusalem has been broken down, and its doorways burned with
fire. 4 Then, after hearing these words, for some days I gave myself up to weeping and
sorrow, seated on the earth; and taking no food I made prayer to the God of heaven,
5And said, O Lord, the God of heaven, the great God, greatly to be feared, keeping faith
and mercy with those who have love for him and are true to his laws: 6 Let your ear
now take note and let your eyes be open, so that youmay give ear to the prayer of your
servant, which I make before you at this time, day and night, for the children of Israel,
your servants, while I put before you the sins of the children of Israel, which we have
done against you: truly, I and my father's people are sinners. 7 We have done great
wrongagainst you, andhavenot kept the orders, the rules, and thedecisions,whichyou
gave to your servant Moses. 8 Keep in mind, O Lord, the order you gave your servant
Moses, saying, If you do wrong I will send you wandering among the peoples: 9 But if
you come back to me and keep my orders and do them, even if those of you who have
been forced out are living in the farthest parts of heaven, I will get them from there,
and take them back to the place marked out by me for the resting-place of my name.
10Now these are your servants and your people, whom you have made yours by your
great power and by your strong hand. 11O Lord, let your ear take note of the prayer of
your servant, and of the prayers of your servants, who take delight inworshipping your
name: give help, O Lord, to your servant this day, and let him havemercy in the eyes of
this man. (Now I was the king's wine-servant.)

2
1And it came about in themonth Nisan, in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes the king,

when wine was before him, that I took up the wine and gave it to the king. Now I had
never before been sad when the king was present. 2 And the king said to me, Why is
your face sad, seeing that you are not ill? this is nothing but sorrow of heart. Then Iwas
full of fear; 3And said to the king, May the king be living for ever: is it not natural for
my face to be sad, when the town, the place where the bodies of my fathers are at rest,
has been made waste and its doorways burned with fire? 4 Then the king said to me,
What is your desire? So I made prayer to the God of heaven. 5And I said to the king, If
it is the king's pleasure, and if your servant has your approval, sendme to Judah, to the
townwhere the bodies of my fathers are at rest, so that I may take in hand the building
of it. 6And the king said to me (the queen being seated by his side), How long will your
journey take, and when will you come back? So the king was pleased to sendme, and I
gave him a fixed time. 7 Further, I said to the king, If it is the king's pleasure, let letters
be given to me for the rulers across the river, so that they may let me go through till
I come to Judah; 8 And a letter to Asaph, the keeper of the king's park, so that he may
give me wood to make boards for the doors of the tower of the house, and for the wall
of the town, and for the house which is to be mine. And the king gave me this, for the
hand of my God was on me. 9 Then I came to the rulers of the lands across the river
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and gave them the king's letters. Now the king had sent with me captains of the army
and horsemen. 10And Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite,
hearing of it, were greatly troubled because aman had come to the help of the children
of Israel. 11 So I came to Jerusalem and was there three days. 12And in the night I got
up, taking withme a small band ofmen; I said nothing to anyman of what God had put
into my heart to do for Jerusalem: and I had no beast with me but the one on which
I was seated. 13 And I went out by night, through the doorway of the valley, and past
the dragon'swater-spring as far as the placewherewastematerialwas put, viewing the
walls of Jerusalemwhichwerebrokendown, and thedoorwayswhichhadbeenburned
with fire. 14Then I went on to the door of the fountain and to the king's pool: but there
was no room for my beast to get through. 15Then in the night, I went up by the stream,
viewing the wall; then turning back, I went in by the door in the valley, and so came
back. 16And the chiefs had no knowledge of where I had been or what I was doing; and
I had not then said anything to the Jews or to the priests or the great ones or the chiefs
or the rest of thosewhowere doing thework. 17Then I said to them, You seewhat a bad
conditionweare in; how Jerusalem is awaste, and its doorwaysburnedwithfire: come,
let us get to work, building up the wall of Jerusalem, so that wemay no longer be put to
shame. 18Then I gave them an account of how the hand of my God was on me, helping
me; and of the king's words which he had said to me. And they said, Let us get to work
on the building. So theymade their hands strong for the goodwork. 19But Sanballat the
Horonite and Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite, and Geshem the Arabian, hearing of
it, made sport of us, laughing at us and saying, What are you doing? will you go against
the king? 20Then answering them I said, The God of heaven, he will be our help; so we
his servants will go on with our building: but you have no part or right or any name in
Jerusalem.

3
1Then Eliashib, the chief priest, got upwith his brothers the priests, and took in hand

the building of the sheep doorway; they made it holy and put its doors in position; as
far as the tower of Hammeah they made it holy, even to the tower of Hananel. 2 And
by his side the men of Jericho were building. And after them, Zaccur, the son of Imri.
3 The sons of Hassenaah were the builders of the fish doorway; they put its boards in
place and put up its doors, with their locks and rods. 4By their side Meremoth, the son
of Uriah, the son of Hakkoz, was making good the walls. Then Meshullam, the son of
Berechiah, the son of Meshezabel; and by him, Zadok, the son of Baana. 5Near them,
the Tekoites were at work; but their chiefs did not put their necks to the work of their
Lord. 6 Joiada, the son of Paseah, and Meshullam, the son of Besodeiah, made good the
old doorway; they put its boards in place and put up its doors, with their locks and rods.
7 By their side were working Melatiah the Gibeonite and Jadon the Meronothite, the
men of Gibeon and of Mizpah from the seat of the ruler across the river. 8Near them
was working Uzziel, the son of Harhaiah, the gold-worker. And by him was Hananiah,
one of the perfume-makers, building up Jerusalem as far as the wide wall. 9Near them
was working Rephaiah, the son of Hur, the ruler of half Jerusalem. 10 By his side was
Jedaiah, the son of Harumaph, opposite his house. And by himwas Hattush, the son of
Hashabneiah. 11Malchijah, the son of Harim, and Hasshub, the son of Pahath-moab,
were working on another part, and the tower of the ovens. 12Near themwas Shallum,
the son of Hallohesh, the ruler of half Jerusalem, with his daughters. 13Hanun and the
people of Zanoahwere working on the doorway of the valley; they put it up and put up
its doors, with their locks and rods, and a thousand cubits of wall as far as the doorway
where the waste material was placed. 14AndMalchijah, the son of Rechab, the ruler of
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the divisionof Beth-haccherem,made good thedoorwayof thewaste, building it up and
putting up its doors, with their locks and rods. 15And Shallun, the son of Col-hozeh, the
ruler of the division of Mizpah, made good the doorway of the fountain, building it up
and covering it and putting up its doors, with their locks and rods, with the wall of the
pool of Shelah by the king's garden, as far as the steps which go down from the town of
David. 16By his sidewasworkingNehemiah, the son of Azbuk, ruler of half the division
of Beth-zur, as far as the place opposite the last resting-places of David's family, and the
poolwhichwasmadeand thehouseof themenofwar. 17Thencame theLevites, Rehum,
the son of Bani. By his side was working Hashabiah, ruler of half the division of Keilah,
for his division. 18After himwere working their brothers, Bavvai, the son of Henadad,
rulerofhalf thedivisionofKeilah. 19Andbyhis sidewasworkingEzer, the sonof Jeshua,
the ruler ofMizpah, making good another part opposite theway up to the store of arms
at the turning of the wall. 20After him Baruch, the son of Zabbai, was hard at work on
another part, from the turning of the wall to the door of the house of Eliashib, the chief
priest. 21 After him Meremoth, the son of Uriah, the son of Hakkoz, was working on
anotherpart, fromthedoorof thehouseofEliashibas faras theendofhishouse. 22After
him were working the priests, the men of the lowland. 23 After them came Benjamin
and Hasshub, opposite their house. After them Azariah, the son of Maaseiah, the son
of Ananiah, made good the wall by the house where he himself was living. 24After him
Binnui, the son of Henadad, was working on another part, from the house of Azariah
as far as the turning of the wall and the angle. 25 Palal, the son of Uzai, made good the
wall opposite theangle and the towerwhich comesout fromthehigherpart of theking's
house, by theopenspaceof thewatch. AfterhimwasPedaiah, the sonofParosh. 26 (Now
the Nethinim were living in the Ophel, as far as the place facing the water doorway to
the east, and the tower which comes out.) 27After him the Tekoites were making good
another part, opposite the great towerwhich comes out, andup to thewall of theOphel.
28Further on, past the horse doorway, the priests were at work, every one opposite his
house. 29After themZadok, the sonof Immer,wasworkingoppositehishouse. Andafter
himShemaiah, the son of Shecaniah, the keeper of the east door. 30After himHananiah,
the son of Shelemiah, and Hanun, the sixth son of Zalaph, were making good another
part. After himMeshullam, the sonofBerechiah,made good thewall opposite his room.
31After himMalchijah, one of the gold-workers to the Nethinim and the traders, made
good the wall opposite the doorway of Hammiphkad and as far as the way up to the
angle. 32Andbetween theway up to the angle and the sheep door, the gold-workers and
the traders made good the wall.

4
1Now, Sanballat, hearing that we were building the wall, was very angry, and in his

wrath made sport of the Jews. 2And in the hearing of his countrymen and the army of
Samaria he said, What are these feeble Jews doing? will they make themselves strong?
will theymakeofferings? will they get theworkdone inaday? will theymake the stones
which have been burned come again out of the dust? 3Now Tobiah the Ammonite was
by him, and he said, Such is their building that if a fox goes up it, their stone wall will
be broken down. 4 Give ear, O our God, for we are looked down on: let their words
of shame be turned back on themselves, and let them be given up to wasting in a land
where they are prisoners: 5 Let not their wrongdoing be covered or their sin washed
away from before you: for they have made you angry before the builders. 6 So we
went on building the wall; and all the wall was joined together half-way up: for the
people were working hard. 7But when it came to the ears of Sanballat and Tobiah and
the Arabians and the Ammonites and the Ashdodites, that the building of the walls of
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Jerusalemwas going forward and the broken places were being made good, they were
full of wrath; 8And theymade designs, all of them together, to come andmake an attack
on Jerusalem, causing trouble there. 9But wemade our prayer to God, and hadmen on
watch against them day and night because of them. 10And Judah said, The strength of
the workmen is giving way, and there is much waste material; it is impossible for us to
put up the wall. 11And those who were against us said, Without their knowledge and
without their seeing us, we will come among them and put them to death, causing the
work to come to a stop. 12And it came about that when the Jews who were living near
them came, they said to us ten times, From all directions they are coming against us.
13 So in the lowest part of the space at the back of the walls, in the open places, I put the
people by families, with their swords, their spears, and their bows. 14And after looking,
I got up and said to the great ones and to the chiefs and to the rest of the people, Have
no fear of them: keep in mind the Lord who is great and greatly to be feared, and take
up arms for your brothers, your sons, and your daughters, yourwives and your houses.
15Andwhen it came to the ears of thosewhowere against us, that we had knowledge of
their designs and that God had made their purpose come to nothing, we all went back
to the wall, everyone to his work 16And from that time, half of my servants were doing
their part of the work, and half kept the spears and body-covers and the bows and the
metal war-dresses; and the chiefs were at the back of the men of Judah. 17 Those who
were building the wall and those who were moving material did their part, everyone
working with one hand, with his spear in the other; 18Every builder was working with
his sword at his side. And by my side was a man for sounding the horn. 19And I said
to the great ones and the chiefs and the rest of the people, Thework is great andwidely
spaced and we are far away from one another on the wall: 20Wherever you may be
when the horn is sounded, come here to us; our God will be fighting for us. 21 So we
went on with the work: and half of them had spears in their hands from the dawn of
the morning till the stars were seen. 22 And at the same time I said to the people, Let
everyonewith his servant come inside Jerusalem for thenight, so that at night theymay
keep watch for us, and go on working by day. 23 So not one of us, I or my brothers or
my servants or the watchmen who were with me, took off his clothing, everyone went
armed to the water.

5
1 Then there was a great outcry from the people and their wives against their

countrymen the Jews. 2For therewere somewho said,We, our sons and our daughters,
are a great number: let us get grain, so thatwemayhave food for our needs. 3And there
were somewho said, We are giving our fields and our vine-gardens and our houses for
debt: let us get grainbecauseweare inneed. 4And therewere otherswho said,Wehave
givenupourfieldsandourvine-gardens to getmoney for theking's taxes. 5Butourflesh
is the same as the flesh of our countrymen, and our children as their children: and now
we are giving our sons and daughters into the hands of others, to be their servants, and
some of our daughters are servants even now: and we have no power to put a stop to
it; for other men have our fields and our vine-gardens. 6And on hearing their outcry
and what they said I was very angry. 7And after turning it over in my mind, I made a
protest to the chiefs and the rulers, and said to them, Every one of you is taking interest
fromhis countryman. And I got together a greatmeeting of protest. 8And I said to them,
We have givenwhatever wewere able to give, to make our brothers the Jews free, who
were servants and prisoners of the nations: and would you now give up your brothers
for a price, and are they to become our property? Then they said nothing, answering
not aword. 9And I said,What you are doing is not good: is it not themore necessary for
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you to go in the fear of our God, because of the shamewhich the nationsmay put on us?
10Even Iandmyservantshavebeen taking interest for themoneyand thegrainwehave
let them have. So now, let us give up this thing. 11Give back to them this very day their
fields, their vine-gardens, their olive-gardens, and their houses, as well as a hundredth
part of the money and the grain and the wine and the oil which you have taken from
them. 12Then they said, We will give them back, and take nothing for them; we will do
as you say. Then I sent for the priests andmade them take an oath that theywould keep
this agreement. 13 And shaking out the folds of my robe, I said, So may God send out
from his house and his work every man who does not keep this agreement; even so let
him be sent out and made as nothing. And all the meeting of the people said, So be it,
and gave praise to the Lord. And the people did as they had said. 14Now from the time
when I was made ruler of the people in the land of Judah, from the twentieth year till
the thirty-second year of Artaxerxes the king, for twelve years, I andmy servants have
never taken the food which was the right of the ruler. 15 But earlier rulers who were
before me made the people responsible for their upkeep, and took from them bread
and wine at the rate of forty shekels of silver; and even their servants were lords over
the people: but I did not do so, because of the fear of God. 16And I kept onwith thework
of thiswall, andwe got no land for ourselves: and allmy servantswere helpingwith the
work. 17Andmore than this, a hundred and fifty of the Jews and the rulers were guests
atmy table, in addition to thosewhocame tous from thenations roundaboutus. 18Now
the foodmade ready for one daywas one ox and six fat sheep, aswell as fowls; and once
in ten days a store of all sorts of wine: but all the same, I did not take the food to which
the ruler had a right, because the people were crushed under a hard yoke. 19Keep in
mind, Omy God, for my good, all I have done for this people.

6
1Nowwhenwordwas given to Sanballat and Tobiah and to Geshem the Arabian and

to the rest of our haters, that I had done the building of the wall and that there were no
more broken places in it (though even then I had not put up the doors in the doorways);
2Sanballat andGeshemsent tome saying, Come, let us have ameeting in one of the little
towns in the lowland of Ono. But their purpose was to do me evil. 3And I sent men to
them saying, I am doing a great work, so that it is not possible for me to come down: is
thework to be stoppedwhile I go away from it and come down to you? 4And four times
they sent to me in this way, and I sent them the same answer. 5Then Sanballat sent his
servant to me a fifth time with an open letter in his hand; 6And in it these words were
recorded: It is said among the nations, and Geshem says so, that you and the Jews are
hoping to make yourselves free from the king's authority; and that this is why you are
building the wall: and they say that it is your purpose to be their king; 7And that you
have prophets preaching about you in Jerusalem, and saying, There is a king in Judah:
now an account of these things will be sent to the king. So come now, and let us have a
discussion. 8Then I sent to him, saying, No such things as you say are being done, they
are only a fiction you have made up yourself. 9 For they were hoping to put fear in us,
saying, Their handswill become feeble and give up thework so that itmaynot get done.
But now, OGod,makemy hands strong. 10And Iwent to the house of Shemaiah, the son
of Delaiah, the son ofMehetabel, whowas shut up; andhe said, Let us have ameeting in
the house of God, inside the Temple, and let the doors be shut: for they will come to put
you to death; truly, in the night theywill come to put you to death. 11And I said, Am I the
sort of man to go in flight? what man, in my position, would go into the Temple to keep
himself safe? I will not go in. 12 Then it became clear to me that God had not sent him:
he had given this word of a prophet against me himself: and Tobiah and Sanballat had
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given himmoney to do so. 13For this reason they had given himmoney, in order that I
might be overcome by fear and do what he said and do wrong, and so they would have
reason to say evil about me and put shame on me. 14Keep in mind, O my God, Tobiah
and Sanballat and what they did, and Noadiah, the woman prophet, and the rest of the
prophets whose purpose was to put fear into me. 15 So the wall was complete on the
twenty-fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty-two days. 16And when our haters had news
of this, all the nations round about us were full of fear and were greatly shamed, for
they saw that this work had been done by our God. 17 And further, in those days the
chiefs of Judah sent a number of letters to Tobiah, and his letters came to them. 18For in
Judah there were a number of people who had made an agreement by oath with him,
because he was the son-in-law of Shecaniah, the son of Arah; and his son Jehohanan
had taken as his wife the daughter ofMeshullam, the son of Berechiah. 19And they said
much before me of the good he had done, and gave him accounts of my words. And
Tobiah sent letters with the purpose of causingme fear.

7
1Now when the building of the wall was complete and I had put up the doors, and

the door-keepers and the music-makers and the Levites had been given their places,
2 I made my brother Hanani, and Hananiah, the ruler of the tower, responsible for the
government of Jerusalem: for hewas aman of good faith, fearing Godmore thanmost.
3And I said to them, Do not let the doors of Jerusalem be open till the sun is high; and
while the watchmen are in their places, let the doors be shut and locked: and let the
people of Jerusalem be put onwatch, every one in his watch, opposite his house. 4Now
the town was wide and great: but the people in it were only a small number, and the
houses had not been put up. 5AndmyGod put it intomy heart to get together the rulers
and the chiefs and the people so that theymight be listed by families. And I came across
a record of the names of those who came up at the first, and in it I saw these words:
6 These are the people of the divisions of the kingdom, among those who had been
made prisoners by Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, and taken away by him, who
went back to Jerusalemand Judah, every one to his town; 7Who camewith Zerubbabel,
Jeshua,Nehemiah, Azariah, Raamiah,Nahamani,Mordecai, Bilshan,Mispereth, Bigvai,
Nehum, Baanah. The number of the men of the people of Israel: 8 The children of
Parosh, two thousand, one hundred and seventy-two. 9 The children of Shephatiah,
three hundred and seventy-two. 10 The children of Arah, six hundred and fifty-two.
11 The children of Pahath-moab, of the children of Jeshua and Joab, two thousand,
eight hundred and eighteen. 12 The children of Elam, a thousand, two hundred and
fifty-four. 13 The children of Zattu, eight hundred and forty-five. 14 The children of
Zaccai, seven hundred and sixty. 15The children of Binnui, six hundred and forty-eight.
16 The children of Bebai, six hundred and twenty-eight. 17 The children of Azgad, two
thousand, three hundred and twenty-two. 18 The children of Adonikam, six hundred
andsixty-seven. 19ThechildrenofBigvai, two thousandandsixty-seven. 20Thechildren
of Adin, six hundred and fifty-five. 21 The children of Ater, of Hezekiah, ninety-eight.
22 The children of Hashum, three hundred and twenty-eight. 23 The children of Bezai,
threehundred and twenty-four. 24The childrenofHariph, a hundred and twelve. 25The
children of Gibeon, ninety-five. 26 The men of Beth-lehem and Netophah, a hundred
and eighty-eight. 27 The men of Anathoth, a hundred and twenty-eight. 28 The men of
Beth-azmaveth, forty-two. 29Themen of Kiriath-jearim, Chephirah, and Beeroth, seven
hundred and forty-three. 30Themen of Ramah and Geba, six hundred and twenty-one.
31 The men of Michmas, a hundred and twenty-two. 32 The men of Beth-el and Ai, a
hundred and twenty-three. 33 The men of the other Nebo, fifty-two. 34 The children of
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the other Elam, a thousand, two hundred and fifty-four. 35The children of Harim, three
hundred and twenty. 36 The children of Jericho, three hundred and forty-five. 37 The
children of Lod, Hadid, and Ono, seven hundred and twenty-one. 38 The children of
Senaah, three thousand, ninehundredand thirty. 39Thepriests: the childrenof Jedaiah,
of the family of Jeshua, nine hundred and seventy-three. 40 The children of Immer, a
thousand and fifty-two. 41The children of Pashhur, a thousand, two hundred and forty-
seven. 42The children of Harim, a thousand and seventeen. 43The Levites: the children
of Jeshua, of Kadmiel, of the children of Hodevah, seventy-four. 44 The music-makers:
the children of Asaph, a hundred and forty-eight. 45 The door-keepers: the children
of Shallum, the children of Ater, the children of Talmon, the children of Akkub, the
children of Hatita, the children of Shobai, a hundred and thirty-eight. 46The Nethinim:
the children of Ziha, the children of Hasupha, the children of Tabbaoth, 47The children
of Keros, the children of Sia, the children of Padon, 48 The children of Lebana, the
children of Hagaba, the children of Salmai, 49 The children of Hanan, the children of
Giddel, the children of Gahar, 50 The children of Reaiah, the children of Rezin, the
children of Nekoda, 51 The children of Gazzam, the children of Uzza, the children of
Paseah, 52The children of Besai, the children ofMeunim, the children of Nephushesim,
53 The children of Bakbuk, the children of Hakupha, the children of Harhur, 54 The
children of Bazlith, the children of Mehida, the children of Harsha, 55 The children of
Barkos, the children of Sisera, the children of Temah, 56 The children of Neziah, the
children of Hatipha. 57 The children of Solomon's servants: the children of Sotai, the
children of Sophereth, the children of Perida, 58 The children of Jaala, the children of
Darkon, the children of Giddel, 59The children of Shephatiah, the children of Hattil, the
children of Pochereth-hazzebaim, the children of Amon. 60 All the Nethinim and the
children of Solomon's servants were three hundred and ninety-two. 61All these were
the people who went up from Tel-melah, Tel-harsha, Cherub, Addon, and Immer; but
because they had no knowledge of their fathers' families or offspring, it was not certain
if theywere Israelites: 62The children of Delaiah, the children of Tobiah, the children of
Nekoda, six hundred and forty-two. 63And of the priests: the children of Hobaiah, the
children of Hakkoz, the children of Barzillai, who was married to one of the daughters
of Barzillai the Gileadite, and took their name. 64 They made search for their record
among the lists of families, but their names were nowhere to be seen, so they were
looked on as unclean andno longer priests. 65And the Tirshatha said that theywere not
to have themost holy things for their food, till a priest came to give decision by theUrim
and Thummim. 66The number of all the people togetherwas forty-two thousand, three
hundredandsixty; 67Aswell as theirmen-servants and theirwomen-servants, ofwhom
therewere seven thousand, threehundredand thirty-seven; and theyhad twohundred
and forty-five men and women to make music. 68 They had seven hundred and thirty-
six horses, two hundred and forty-five transport beasts; 69Four hundred and thirty-five
camels, six thousand, seven hundred and twenty asses. 70 And some of the heads of
families gave money for the work. The Tirshatha gave into the store a thousand darics
of gold, fifty basins, five hundred and thirty priests' robes. 71 And some of the heads
of families gave into the store for the work twenty thousand darics of gold, and two
thousand, two hundred pounds of silver. 72And that which the rest of the people gave
was twenty thousanddarics of gold, and two thousandpounds of silver, and sixty-seven
priests' robes. 73 So the priests and the Levites and the door-keepers and the music-
makers and some of the people and the Nethinim, and all Israel, were living in their
towns.

8
1And when the seventh month came, the children of Israel were in their towns. And
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all the people came together like one man into the wide place in front of the water-
doorway; and they made a request to Ezra the scribe that he would put before them
the book of the law of Moses which the Lord had given to Israel. 2And Ezra the priest
put the law before the meeting of the people, before the men and women and all those
who were able to take it in, on the first day of the seventh month. 3 He was reading
it in the wide place in front of the water-doorway, from early morning till the middle
of the day, in the hearing of all those men and women whose minds were able to take
it in; and the ears of all the people were open to the book of the law. 4 And Ezra the
scribe took his place on a tower of wood which they had made for the purpose; and
by his side were placed Mattithiah and Shema and Anaiah and Uriah and Hilkiah and
Maaseiah on the right; and on the left, Pedaiah andMishael andMalchijah andHashum
and Hashbaddanah, Zechariah and Meshullam. 5 And Ezra took the book, opening
it before the eyes of all the people (for he was higher than the people); and when it
was open, all the people got to their feet: 6And Ezra gave praise to the Lord, the great
God. And all the people in answer said, So be it, so be it; lifting up their hands; and
with bent heads they gave worship to the Lord, going down on their faces to the earth.
7And JeshuaandBani andSherebiahand Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah,Maaseiah,
Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, and the Levites made the law clear to the
people: and the people kept in their places. 8And they gave out the words of the book
the law of God, clearly, and gave the sense of it, so that their minds were able to take
it in. 9And Nehemiah, who was the Tirshatha, and Ezra, the priest and scribe, and the
Leviteswhowere the teachers of the people, said to all the people, This day is holy to the
Lord your God; let there be no sorrow or weeping; for all the people were weeping on
hearing thewords of the law. 10Then he said to them, Go away now, and take the fat for
your foodand the sweet foryourdrink, andsendsome tohimforwhomnothing ismade
ready: for this day is holy to ourLord: and let there beno grief in yourhearts; for the joy
of the Lord is your strong place. 11 So the Levites made all the people quiet, saying, Be
quiet, for the day is holy; anddonot giveway to grief. 12Andall the peoplewent away to
take food anddrink, and to send food to others, and to be glad, because thewordswhich
were said to them had beenmade clear. 13And on the second day the heads of families
of all the people and the priests and the Levites came together to Ezra the scribe, to give
attention to the words of the law. 14And they saw that it was recorded in the law that
the Lord had given orders by Moses, that the children of Israel were to have tents for
their living-places in the feast of the seventh month: 15And that they were to give out
an order, and make it public in all their towns and in Jerusalem, saying, Go out to the
mountain and get olive branches and branches of field olives and of myrtle, and palm
branches and branches of thick trees, to make tents, as it says in the book. 16And the
people went out and got them and made themselves tents, every one on the roof of his
house, and in the open spaces and in the open squares of the house of God, and in the
wide place of the water-doorway, and the wide place of the doorway of Ephraim. 17All
the people who had been prisoners and had come back, made tents and were living in
them: for from the time of Jeshua, the son of Nun, till that day, the children of Israel had
not done so. And there was very great joy. 18And day by day, from the first day till the
last, he was reading from the book of the law of God. And they kept the feast for seven
days: and on the eighth day there was a holy meeting, as it is ordered in the law.

9
1 Now on the twenty-fourth day of this month the children of Israel came together,

taking no food and putting haircloth and dust on their bodies. 2 And the seed of
Israelmade themselves separate from all themen of other nations, publicly requesting
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forgiveness for their sins and thewrongdoing of their fathers. 3And for a fourth part of
the day, upright in their places, theywere reading from the book of the lawof their God;
and for a fourth part of the day they were requesting forgiveness and worshipping the
Lord their God. 4 Then Jeshua, and Bani, Kadmiel, Shebaniah, Bunni, Sherebiah, Bani,
and Chenani took their places on the steps of the Levites, crying in a loud voice to the
Lord their God. 5Then the Levites, Jeshua, andKadmiel, Bani, Hashabneiah, Sherebiah,
Hodiah, Shebaniah, and Pethahiah said, Get up and give praise to the Lord your God for
ever and ever. Praise be to your great namewhich is lifted up high over all blessing and
praise. 6Youare theLord, evenyouonly; youhavemadeheaven, theheavenof heavens
with all their armies, the earth and all things in it, the seas and everything in them; and
you keep them fromdestruction: and the armies of heaven are yourworshippers. 7You
are the Lord, the God, who took Abram and made him yours, guiding him from Ur of
the Chaldees, and gave him the name of Abraham; 8 You saw that his heart was true
to you, and made an agreement with him to give the land of the Canaanite, the Hittite,
the Amorite and the Perizzite and the Jebusite and the Girgashite, even to give it to his
seed, and you have done what you said; for righteousness is yours: 9And you saw the
trouble of our fathers in Egypt, and their cry came to your ears by the Red Sea; 10And
you did signs and wonders on Pharaoh and all his servants and all the people of his
land; for you sawhow cruel theywere to them. So you got yourself a name as it is today.
11By you the seawas parted before them, so that theywent through the sea on dry land;
and thosewhowent after themwent down into the deep, like a stone into great waters.
12And you went before them by day in a pillar of cloud, and in a pillar of fire by night,
to give them light on the way they were to go. 13And you came down on Mount Sinai,
and your voice came to them from heaven, giving them right decisions and true laws,
good rules and orders: 14And you gave themword of your holy Sabbath, and gave them
orders and rules and a law, by the hand of Moses your servant: 15And you gave them
bread from heaven when they were in need, and made water come out of the rock for
their drink, and gave them orders to go in and take for their heritage the land which
your hand had been lifted up to give them. 16 But they and our fathers, in their pride,
made their necks stiff, and gave no attention to your orders, 17Andwould not do them,
and gave no thought to the wonders you had done among them; but made their necks
stiff, and turning away from you, made a captain over themselves to take them back to
their prison in Egypt: but you are a God of forgiveness, full of grace and pity, slow to
wrath and great in mercy, and you did not give them up. 18Even when they had made
for themselves an ox of metal, and said, This is your God who took you up out of Egypt,
andhaddone somuch tomake you angry; 19Even then, in your greatmercy, youdidnot
give themup in thewaste land: the pillar of cloud still went before themby day, guiding
them on their way, and the pillar of fire by night, to give them light, andmake clear the
way they were to go. 20And you gave your good spirit to be their teacher, and did not
keep back your manna from their mouths, and gave them water when they had need
of it. 21Truly, for forty years youwere their support in thewaste land, and theywere in
needof nothing; their clothingdidnot get old or their feet become tired. 22Andyougave
them kingdoms and peoples, making distribution to them in every part of the land: so
they took for their heritage the land of Sihon, even the land of the king of Heshbon, and
the land ofOg, king of Bashan. 23And youmade their children as great in number as the
stars of heaven, and took them into the land, of which you had said to their fathers that
theywere togo inand take it for themselves. 24So thechildrenwent inand took the land,
andyouovercamebefore themthepeople of the land, theCanaanites, andgave themup
into their hands, with their kings and the people of the land, so that theymight do with
themwhatever itwas their pleasure to do. 25And they tookwalled towns and a fat land,
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and became the owners of houses full of all good things, water-holes cut in the rock,
vine-gardens and olive-gardens and a wealth of fruit-trees: so they had food enough
and became fat, and had joy in the good you gave them. 26But they were hard-hearted,
and went against your authority, turning their backs on your law, and putting to death
your prophets, who gave witness against them with the purpose of turning them back
again to you, and they didmuch tomake you angry. 27And so you gave themup into the
hands of their haters who were cruel to them: and in the time of their trouble, when
they made their prayer to you, you gave ear to them from heaven; and in your great
mercy gave them saviours, who made them free from the hands of their haters. 28But
when they had rest, they did evil again before you: so you gave them into the hands of
their haters, who had rule over them: but when they came back andmade their prayer
to you, you gave ear to them from heaven; again and again, in your mercy, you gave
them salvation; 29And gave witness against them so that you might make them come
back again to your law: but their hearts were lifted up, and they gave no attention to
your orders andwent against your decisions (which, if aman keeps them, will be life to
him), and turning their backs on you,made their necks stiff and did not give ear. 30Year
after year you put up with them, and gave witness against them by your spirit through
your prophets: still they did not give ear: and so you gave them up into the hands of
the peoples of the lands. 31 Even then, in your great mercy, you did not put an end to
them completely, or give them up; for you are a God of grace and mercy. 32And now,
our God, the great, the strong, the God who is to be feared, who keeps faith and mercy,
let not all this trouble seem small to you, which has come on us, and on our kings and
our rulers and on our priests and our prophets and our fathers and on all your people
from the time of the kings of Assyria till this day. 33But still, you have been in the right
in everything which has come on us; you have been true to us, but we have done evil:
34Andour kings, our rulers, our priests, and our fathers havenot kept your lawor given
attention to your orders and your witness, with which you gave witness against them.
35 For they have not been your servants in their kingdom, and in all the good things
you gave them, and in the great and fat land you gave them, and they have not been
turned away from their evil-doing. 36Now, today, we are servants, and as for the land
which you gave to our fathers, so that the produce of it and the good might be theirs,
see, we are servants in it: 37And it givesmuch increase to the kingswhomyou have put
over us because of our sins: and they have power over our bodies and over our cattle at
their pleasure, and we are in great trouble. 38And because of all this we aremaking an
agreement in good faith, and putting it in writing; and our rulers, our Levites, and our
priests are putting their names to it.

10
1 Now those who put down their names were Nehemiah the Tirshatha, the son of

Hacaliah, and Zedekiah, 2 Seraiah, Azariah, Jeremiah, 3 Pashhur, Amariah, Malchijah,
4 Hattush, Shebaniah, Malluch, 5 Harim, Meremoth, Obadiah, 6 Daniel, Ginnethon,
Baruch, 7 Meshullam, Abijah, Mijamin, 8 Maaziah, Bilgai, Shemaiah; these were the
priests. 9And the Levites: by name, Jeshua, the son of Azaniah, Binnui, of the sons of
Henadad, Kadmiel, 10 And their brothers, Shebaniah, Hodiah, Kelita, Pelaiah, Hanan,
11Mica, Rehob, Hashabiah, 12 Zaccur, Sherebiah, Shebaniah, 13Hodiah, Bani, Beninu.
14 The chiefs of the people: Parosh, Pahath-moab, Elam, Zattu, Bani, 15 Bunni, Azgad,
Bebai, 16 Adonijah, Bigvai, Adin, 17 Ater, Hezekiah, Azzur, 18 Hodiah, Hashum, Bezai,
19 Hariph, Anathoth, Nobai, 20 Magpiash, Meshullam, Hezir, 21 Meshezabel, Zadok,
Jaddua, 22Pelatiah, Hanan, Anaiah, 23Hoshea, Hananiah, Hasshub, 24Hallohesh, Pilha,
Shobek, 25 Rehum, Hashabnah, Maaseiah, 26 And Ahiah, Hanan, Anan, 27 Malluch,
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Harim, Baanah. 28And the rest of the people, the priests, the Levites, the door-keepers,
the music-makers, the Nethinim, and all those who had made themselves separate
from the peoples of the lands, to keep the law of God, their wives, their sons, and their
daughters, everyone who had knowledge and wisdom; 29 They were united with their
brothers, their rulers, and put themselves under a curse and an oath, to keep their steps
in the way of God's law, which was given byMoses, the servant of God, and to keep and
do all the orders of the Lord, our Lord, and his decisions and his rules; 30And that we
would not give our daughters to the peoples of the lands, or take their daughters for
our sons; 31 And if the peoples of the lands come to do trade in goods or food on the
Sabbath day, that we would do no trade with them on the Sabbath or on a holy day:
and that in the seventh year we would take no payment from any debtor. 32 And we
made rules for ourselves, taxing ourselves a third of a shekel every year for the upkeep
of the house of our God; 33 For the holy bread, and for the regular meal offering and
the regular burned offering on the Sabbaths and at the newmoon and the fixed feasts,
and for the sin-offerings to take away the sin of Israel, and for all the work of the house
of our God. 34 And we, the priests and the Levites and the people, made selection, by
the decision of the Lord, of those who were to take the wood offering into the house of
God, by families at the regular times, year by year, to be burned on the altar of the Lord
our God, as it is recorded in the law; 35And to take the first-fruits of our land, and the
first-fruits of every sort of tree, year by year, into the house of the Lord; 36Aswell as the
first of our sons and of our cattle, as it is recorded in the law, and the first lambs of our
herds and of our flocks, which are to be taken to the house of ourGod, to the priestswho
are servants in the house of our God: 37And that we would take the first of our rough
meal, and our lifted offerings, and the fruit of every sort of tree, andwine and oil, to the
priests, to the rooms of the house of our God; and the tenth of the produce of our land
to the Levites; for they, the Levites, take a tenth in all the towns of our ploughed land.
38And the priest, the son of Aaron, is to be with the Levites, when the Levites take the
tenths: and the Levites are to take a tenth of the tenths into the house of our God, to the
rooms, into the store-house; 39For the children of Israel and the children of Levi are to
take the lifted offering of the grain and wine and oil into the rooms where the vessels
of the holy place are, together with the priests and the door-keepers and the makers of
music: and wewill not give up caring for the house of our God.

11
1And the rulers of the people were living in Jerusalem: the rest of the people made

selection, by the decision of chance, of one out of every ten to be living in Jerusalem, the
holy town; the other nine to go to the other towns. 2 And the people gave a blessing
to all the men who were freely offering to take up their places in Jerusalem. 3 Now
these are the chiefs of the divisions of the country who were living in Jerusalem: but
in the towns of Judah everyone was living on his heritage in the towns, that is, Israel,
the priests, the Levites, the Nethinim, and the children of Solomon's servants. 4And in
Jerusalem there were living certain of the children of Judah and of Benjamin. Of the
children of Judah: Athaiah, the son of Uzziah, the son of Zechariah, the son of Amariah,
the son of Shephatiah, the son of Mahalalel, of the children of Perez; 5And Maaseiah,
the son of Baruch, the son of Col-hozeh, the son of Hazaiah, the son of Adaiah, the son
of Joiarib, the son of Zechariah, the son of the Shilonite. 6 All the sons of Perez living
in Jerusalem were four hundred and sixty-eight men of good position. 7And these are
the sons of Benjamin: Sallu, the son of Meshullam, the son of Joed, the son of Pedaiah,
the son of Kolaiah, the son of Maaseiah, the son of Ithiel, the son of Jeshaiah. 8 And
after him Gabbai, Sallai, nine hundred and twenty-eight. 9And Joel, the son of Zichri,
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was their overseer; and Judah, the son of Hassenuah, was second over the town. 10Of
the priests: Jedaiah, the son of Joiarib, Jachin, 11 Seraiah, the son of Hilkiah, the son of
Meshullam, the son of Zadok, the son of Meraioth, the son of Ahitub, the ruler of the
house of God, 12And their brothers who did the work of the house, eight hundred and
twenty-two; and Adaiah, the son of Jeroham, the son of Pelaliah, the son of Amzi, the
son of Zechariah, the son of Pashhur, the son of Malchijah, 13And his brothers, heads
of families, two hundred and forty-two; and Amashsai, the son of Azarel, the son of
Ahzai, the son of Meshillemoth, the son of Immer, 14 And their brothers, men of war,
a hundred and twenty-eight; and their overseer was Zabdiel, the son of Haggedolim.
15 And of the Levites: Shemaiah, the son of Hasshub, the son of Azrikam, the son of
Hashabiah, the sonof Bunni, 16AndShabbethai and Jozabad, of the chiefs of theLevites,
who were responsible for the outside business of the house of God; 17And Mattaniah,
the son of Mica, the son of Zabdi, the son of Asaph, who had to give the first note of
the song of praise in prayer, and Bakbukiah, the second among his brothers, and Abda,
the son of Shammua, the son of Galal, the son of Jeduthun. 18 All the Levites in the
holy town were two hundred and eighty-four. 19 In addition the door-keepers, Akkub,
Talmon, and their brothers who kept watch at the doors, were a hundred and seventy-
two. 20And the rest of Israel, of the priests, the Levites, were in all the towns of Judah,
every one in his heritage. 21 But the Nethinim were living in the Ophel; and Ziha and
Gishpa were over the Nethinim. 22 And the overseer of the Levites at Jerusalem was
Uzzi, the son of Bani, the son of Hashabiah, the son of Mattaniah, the son of Mica, of
the sons of Asaph, the music-makers, who was over the business of the house of God.
23For therewas an order from the king about themand a regular amount for themusic-
makers, for their needs day by day. 24 And Pethahiah, the son of Meshezabel, of the
sons of Zerah, the son of Judah, was the king's servant in everything to do with the
people. 25And for the daughter-towns with their fields, some of the men of Judah were
living in Kiriath-arba and its daughter-towns, and in Dibon and its daughter-towns,
and in Jekabzeel and its daughter-towns, 26And in Jeshua, and in Moladah, and Beth-
pelet, 27And inHazar-shual, and in Beer-sheba and its daughter-towns, 28And in Ziklag,
and in Meconah and its daughter-towns, 29 And in En-rimmon, and in Zorah, and in
Jarmuth, 30 Zanoah, Adullam and their daughter-towns, Lachish and its fields, Azekah
and its daughter-towns. So they were living from Beer-sheba to the valley of Hinnom.
31And the children of Benjamin were living from Geba, at Michmash and Aija, and at
Beth-el and its daughter-towns, 32AtAnathoth, Nob, Ananiah, 33Hazor, Ramah, Gittaim,
34Hadid, Zeboim, Neballat, 35 Lod and Ono, the valley of expert workers. 36And of the
Levites, certain divisions in Judah were joined to Benjamin.

12
1 Now these are the priests and the Levites who went up with Zerubbabel, the

son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua: Seraiah, Jeremiah, Ezra, 2 Amariah, Malluch, Hattush,
3 Shecaniah, Rehum, Meremoth, 4 Iddo, Ginnethoi, Abijah, 5Mijamin, Maadiah, Bilgah,
6 Shemaiah, and Joiarib, Jedaiah, 7 Sallu, Amok, Hilkiah, Jedaiah. These were the chiefs
of the priests and of their brothers in the days of Jeshua. 8 And the Levites: Jeshua,
Binnui, Kadmiel, Sherebiah, Judah, and Mattaniah, who was over the music-makers,
he and his brothers. 9And Bakbukiah and Unno, their brothers, were opposite them in
their watches. 10And Jeshua was the father of Joiakim, and Joiakim was the father of
Eliashib, and Eliashibwas the father of Joiada, 11And Joiadawas the father of Jonathan,
and Jonathanwas the father of Jaddua. 12And in the days of Joiakim therewere priests,
heads of families: of Seraiah, Meraiah; of Jeremiah, Hananiah; 13Of Ezra, Meshullam;
of Amariah, Jehohanan; 14 Of Malluchi, Jonathan; of Shebaniah, Joseph; 15 Of Harim,
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Adna; of Meraioth, Helkai; 16 Of Iddo, Zechariah; of Ginnethon, Meshullam; 17 Of
Abijah, Zichri; of Miniamin, of Moadiah, Piltai; 18 Of Bilgah, Shammua; of Shemaiah,
Jehonathan; 19 And of Joiarib, Mattenai; of Jedaiah, Uzzi; 20Of Sallai, Kallai; of Amok,
Eber; 21 Of Hilkiah, Hashabiah; of Jedaiah, Nethanel. 22 The Levites in the days of
Eliashib, Joiada, and Johanan, and Jaddua, were listed as heads of families; and the
priests, when Darius the Persian was king. 23 The sons of Levi, heads of families, were
recorded in the book of the histories, even till the days of Johanan, the son of Eliashib.
24And the chiefs of the Levites: Hashabiah, Sherebiah, and Jeshua, the son of Kadmiel,
with their brothers opposite them, to give blessing and praise as ordered by David, the
man of God, watch against watch. 25Mattaniah, and Bakbukiah, Obadiah, Meshullam,
Talmon, Akkub, were door-keepers keeping the watch at the store-houses of the doors.
26 These were in the days of Joiakim, the son of Jeshua, the son of Jozadak, and in the
days of Nehemiah the ruler and of Ezra the priest, the scribe. 27 And when the time
came for the wall of Jerusalem to bemade holy, they sent for the Levites out of all their
places to come to Jerusalem, to keep the feast with joy, and with praise and melody,
with brass and corded instruments ofmusic. 28And the sons of themusic-makers came
together from the lowland round about Jerusalem and from the daughter-towns of the
Netophathites, 29And from Beth-gilgal and from the fields of Geba and Azmaveth: for
the music-makers had made daughter-towns for themselves round about Jerusalem.
30 And the priests and the Levites made themselves clean; and they made the people
clean, and the doorways and the wall. 31 Then I made the rulers of Judah come up
on the wall, and I put in position two great bands of them who gave praise, walking
in ordered lines; one went to the right on the wall, in the direction of the doorway
where the waste was put; 32 And after them went Hoshaiah and half of the rulers of
Judah, 33AndAzariah, Ezra, andMeshullam, 34 Judah and Benjamin and Shemaiah and
Jeremiah, 35And certain of the priests' sons with wind instruments; Zechariah, the son
of Jonathan, the son of Shemaiah, the son of Mattaniah, the son of Micaiah, the son of
Zaccur, the son of Asaph, 36 And his brothers, Shemaiah, and Azarel, Milalai, Gilalai,
Maai, Nethanel and Judah, Hanani, with the music-instruments of David, the man of
God; and Ezra the scribe was at their head; 37And by the doorway of the fountain and
straight in front of them, they went up by the steps of the town of David, at the slope
up of the wall, over the house of David, as far as the water-doorway to the east. 38And
the other band of those who gave praise went to the left, and I went after them with
half the people, on the wall, over the tower of the ovens, as far as the wide wall; 39And
over the doorway of Ephraim and by the old door and the fish door and the tower of
Hananel and the tower ofHammeah, as far as the sheepdoor: and at the doorway of the
watchmentheycametoastop. 40So the twobandsof thosewhogavepraise tookup their
positions in the house of God, and I and half of the chiefs with me: 41And the priests;
Eliakim, Maaseiah, Miniamin, Micaiah, Elioenai, Zechariah, and Hananiah, with wind
instruments; 42AndMaaseiah and Shemaiah and Eleazar and Uzzi and Jehohanan and
Malchijah and Elam and Ezer. And the makers of melody made their voices loud, with
Jezrahiah their overseer. 43And on that day they made great offerings and were glad;
for God hadmade them gladwith great joy; and thewomen and the childrenwere glad
with them: so that the joy of Jerusalemcame to the ears of thosewhowere far off. 44And
on thatdaycertainmenwereputover theroomswhere the thingswhichhadbeengiven
were stored, for the lifted offerings and the first-fruits and the tenths, and to take into
them the amounts, from the fields of every town, fixed by the law for the priests and
the Levites: for Judah was glad on account of the priests and the Levites who were in
their places. 45And they kept the watch of their God, and were responsible for making
things clean, and so did the music-makers and the door-keepers, as it was ordered by
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David and Solomon his son. 46 For in the days of David and Asaph in the past, there
was a master of the music, and songs of blessing and praise to God. 47 And all Israel
in the days of Zerubbabel and in the days of Nehemiah gave what was needed by the
music-makers and the door-keepers day by day: and they made the offerings holy for
the Levites; and the Levites did the same for the sons of Aaron.

13
1On that day therewas a reading from the book ofMoses in the hearing of the people;

and they saw that it said in the book that noAmmonite orMoabitemight ever come into
the meeting of God; 2Because they did not give the children of Israel bread and water
when they came to them, but got Balaam to put a curse on them: though the curse was
turned into a blessing by our God. 3 So after hearing the law, they took out of Israel
all the mixed people. 4Now before this, Eliashib the priest, who had been placed over
the rooms of the house of our God, being a friend of Tobiah, 5Hadmade ready for him a
great room,whereat one time theykept themeal offerings, theperfume, and thevessels
and the tenths of the grain and wine and oil which were given by order to the Levites
and themusic-makersand thedoor-keepers, and the liftedofferings for thepriests. 6But
all this time I was not at Jerusalem: for in the thirty-second year of Artaxerxes, king of
Babylon, I went to the king; and after some days, I got the king to letme go, 7And I came
to Jerusalem; and it was clear to me what evil Eliashib had done for Tobiah, in making
ready for him a room in the buildings of the house of God. 8And it was evil in my eyes:
so I had all Tobiah's things put out of the room. 9 Then I gave orders, and they made
the rooms clean: and I put back in them the vessels of the house of God, with the meal
offerings and the perfume. 10And I saw that the Levites had not been given what was
needed for their support; so that the Levites and the music-makers, who did the work,
had gone away, everyone to his field. 11 Then I made protests to the chiefs, and said,
Whyhas the house of God been given up? And I got them together and put them in their
places. 12Then all Judah camewith the tenth part of the grain andwine and oil and put
it into the store-houses. 13And I made controllers over the store-houses, Shelemiah the
priest and Zadok the scribe, and of the Levites, Pedaiah: andwith themwasHanan, the
son of Zaccur the son of Mattaniah: they were taken to be true men and their business
was the distribution of these things to their brothers. 14 Keep me in mind, O my God,
in connection with this, and do not let the good which I have done for the house of my
God and its worship go from your memory completely. 15 In those days, I saw in Judah
some who were crushing grapes on the Sabbath, and getting in grain and putting it on
asses; as well as wine and grapes and figs and all sorts of goods which they took into
Jerusalem on the Sabbath day: and I gave witness against them on the day when they
were marketing food. 16 And there were men of Tyre there, who came with fish and
all sorts of goods, trading with the children of Judah and in Jerusalem on the Sabbath.
17Then I made protests to the chiefs of Judah, and said to them, What is this evil which
you are doing, not keeping the Sabbath day holy? 18Did not your fathers do the same,
and did not our God send all this evil on us and on this town? but you are causingmore
wrath to come on Israel by not keeping the Sabbath holy. 19And so, when the streets of
Jerusalem were getting dark before the Sabbath, I gave orders for the doors to be shut
and not to be open again till after the Sabbath: and I put some of my servants by the
door so that nothing might be taken in on the Sabbath day. 20 So the traders in all sorts
of goods took their night's rest outside Jerusalem once or twice. 21Then I gave witness
against them and said, Why are you waiting all night by the wall? if you do so again I
will have you taken prisoners. From that time they did not come again on the Sabbath.
22And I gave the Levites orders tomake themselves clean and come and keep the doors
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andmake the Sabbath holy. Keep this in mind to my credit, O my God, and have mercy
onme, for great is yourmercy. 23And in those days I saw the Jewswhoweremarried to
women of Ashdod andAmmon andMoab: 24And their childrenwere talking half in the
language of Ashdod; they had no knowledge of the Jews' language, but made use of the
language of the two peoples. 25And I took up the cause against them, cursing them and
givingblows to someof themandpullingout theirhair; and Imade themtakeanoathby
God, saying, You are not to give your daughters to their sons or take their daughters for
your sons or for yourselves. 26Was it not in these things that Solomon, king of Israel, did
wrong? among a number of nations there was no king like him, and he was dear to his
God, and Godmade him king over all Israel: but even hewasmade to do evil by strange
women. 27Are we then without protest to let you do all this great evil, sinning against
our God by taking strange women for your wives? 28And one of the sons of Joiada, the
son of Eliashib, the chief priest, was son-in-law to Sanballat the Horonite: so I sent him
away from me. 29Keep them in mind, O my God, because they have put shame on the
priests' name and on the agreement of the priests and the Levites. 30 So I made them
clean from all strange people, and had regular watches fixed for the priests and for the
Levites, everyone in his work; 31And for the wood offering, at fixed times, and for the
first fruits. Keepme inmind, Omy God, for good.
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The Book of
Esther

1 Now it came about in the days of Ahasuerus, (that Ahasuerus who was ruler of a
hundred and twenty-seven divisions of the kingdom, from India as far as Ethiopia:)
2That in those days, when King Ahasuerus was ruling in Shushan, his strong town, 3 In
the third year of his rule he gave a feast to all his captains and his servants; and the
captainsof thearmyofPersia andMedia, the greatmenand the rulers of thedivisionsof
his kingdom,were present before him; 4And for a long time, even ahundred and eighty
days, he let them see all the wealth and the glory of his kingdom and the great power
andhonourwhichwere his. 5Andat the end of that time, the king gave a feast for all the
people who were present in Shushan, the king's town, small as well as great, for seven
days, in the outer square of the garden of the king's house. 6 There were fair hangings
ofwhite and green and blue, fixedwith cords of purple and the best linen to silver rings
andpillars of polished stone: the seatswereof gold and silver onafloorof redandwhite
and yellow and black stone. 7 And they gave them drink in gold vessels, every vessel
being different, and wine of the kingdom, freely given by the king. 8And the drinking
was in keeping with the law; no onewas forced: for the king had given orders to all the
chief servants of his house to do as was pleasing to every man. 9And Vashti the queen
gave a feast for thewomen in the house of King Ahasuerus. 10On the seventh day, when
the heart of the kingwas gladwithwine, he gave orders toMehuman, Biztha, Harbona,
Bigtha, and Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcas, the seven unsexed servants whowerewaiting
before Ahasuerus the king, 11 That Vashti the queen was to come before him, crowned
with her crown, and let the people and the captains see her: for shewas very beautiful.
12But when the servants gave her the king's order, Vashti the queen said she would not
come: then the king was very angry, and his heart was burning with wrath. 13And the
king said to the wisemen, who had knowledge of the times, (for this was the king's way
with allwhowere expert in lawand in the giving of decisions: 14And secondonly tohim
were Carshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, andMemucan, the seven
rulers of Persia andMedia, whowere friends of the king, and had the first places in the
kingdom:) 15What is to be done by law to Vashti the queen, because she has not done
what KingAhasuerus, by his servants, gave her orders to do? 16Andbefore the king and
the captains, Memucan gave his answer: Vashti the queen has done wrong, not only to
the king, but to all the captains and to all the peoples in all the divisions of the kingdom
of King Ahasuerus; 17 For news of what the queen has done will come to the ears of all
women, and they will no longer give respect to their husbands when it is said to them,
King Ahasuerus gave orders for Vashti the queen to come before him and she came not.
18And thewives of the captains of Persia andMedia, hearing what the queen has done,
will say the same to all the king's captains. So therewill bemuch shame andwrath. 19 If
it is pleasing to the king, let an order go out from him, and let it be recorded among the
laws of the Persians and theMedes, so that itmaynever be changed, that Vashti is never
again to come before King Ahasuerus; and let the king give her place to another who is
better than she. 20And when this order, given by the king, is made public through all
his kingdom (for it is great), all the wives will give honour to their husbands, great as
well as small. 21And this suggestion seemed good to the king and the captains; and the
kingdidasMemucan said; 22Andsent letters to all thedivisions of thekingdom, to every
division in thewriting commonlyused there, and to everypeople in the languagewhich
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was theirs, saying that every man was to be the ruler in his house, and that this order
was to be given out in the language of his people.

2
1After these things, when the king's feelings were calmer, the thought of Vashti and

what she had done and the order he had made against her, came back to his mind.
2 Then the servants who were waiting on the king said to him, Let search be made for
some fair young virgins for the king: 3Let the king give authority to certain men in all
the divisions of his kingdom, to get together all the fair young virgins and send them
to Shushan, the king's town, to the women's house, under the care of Hegai, the king's
servant, the keeper of the women: and let the things needed for making them clean be
given to them; 4And let the girl who is pleasing to the king be queen in place of Vashti.
And the kingwas pleasedwith this suggestion; and he did so. 5Now therewas a certain
Jew in Shushan named Mordecai, the son of Jair, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, a
Benjamite; 6 Who had been taken away from Jerusalem among those who had been
made prisoner with Jeconiah, king of Judah, when Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon,
had takenhimaway. 7Andhehadbeena father toHadassah, that is Esther, thedaughter
of his father's brother: for she had no father or mother, and she was very beautiful;
and when her father and mother were dead, Mordecai took her for his daughter. 8 So
when the order made by the king was publicly given out, and a number of girls had
been placed in the care of Hegai in the king's house in Shushan, Esther was taken into
the king's house and put in the care of Hegai, the keeper of the women. 9And he was
pleasedwith the girl andwas kind to her; and he quickly gave herwhatwas needed for
making her clean, and the thingswhichwere hers by right, and seven servant-girlswho
were to be hers from the king's house: and he had her and her servant-girls moved to
the best place in the women's part of the house. 10 Esther had not said what family or
people she came from, forMordecai had given her orders not to do so. 11And every day
Mordecai took his walk before the square of the women's house, to see how Esther was
and what would be done to her. 12Now every girl, when her turn came, had to go in
to King Ahasuerus, after undergoing, for a space of twelve months, what was ordered
by the law for the women (for this was the time necessary for making them clean, that
is, six months with oil of myrrh and six months with sweet perfumes and such things
as are needed for making women clean): 13And in this way the girl went in to the king;
whatever she had a desire forwas given to her to takewith her from thewomen's house
into the house of the king. 14 In the evening she went, and on the day after she came
back to the second house of thewomen, into the keeping of Shaashgaz, one of the king's
unsexed servants who had the care of the king's wives: only if the king had delight in
her and sent for her by name did she go in to him again. 15Now when the time came
for Esther, the daughter of Abihail, his father's brother, whom Mordecai had taken as
his daughter, to go in to the king, she made request for nothing but what Hegai, the
king's servant and keeper of the women, had given her. And Esther was looked on
kindly by all who saw her. 16 So Esther was taken in to King Ahasuerus in his house
in the tenth month, which is the month Tebeth, in the seventh year of his rule. 17And
Estherwasmore pleasing to the king than all thewomen, and to his eyes shewas fairer
and more full of grace than all the other virgins: so he put his crown on her head and
made her queen in place of Vashti. 18Then the king gave a great feast for all his captains
and his servants, even Esther's feast; and he gave orders through all the divisions of his
kingdom for a day of rest from work, and gave wealth from his store. 19And when the
virgins came together in the second house of the women, Mordecai took his seat in the
doorway of the king's house. 20Esther had still said nothing of her family or her people,
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as Mordecai had given her orders; for Esther did what Mordecai said, as when she was
living with him. 21 In those days, while Mordecai was seated at the king's doorway,
two of the king's servants, Bigthan and Teresh, keepers of the door, being angry, were
looking for a chance to make an attack on King Ahasuerus. 22 And Mordecai, having
knowledge of their purpose, sent word of it to Esther the queen; and Esther gave the
news to the king in Mordecai's name. 23 And when the thing had been looked into, it
was seen to be true, and the two of themwere put to death by hanging on a tree: and it
was put down in the records before the king.

3
1 After these things, by the order of the king, Haman, the son of Hammedatha the

Agagite, was lifted up and given a position of honour and a higher place than all the
other captains who were with him. 2And all the king's servants who were in the king's
house went down to the earth before Haman and gave him honour: for so the king had
given orders. But Mordecai did not go down before him or give him honour. 3Then the
king's servants who were in the king's house said to Mordecai, Why do you go against
the king's order? 4Now when they had said this to him day after day and he gave no
attention, they let Haman have news of it, to see if Mordecai's behaviour would be
overlooked: for he had said to them that he was a Jew. 5 And when Haman saw that
Mordecai did not go down before him and give him honour, Haman was full of wrath.
6But it was not enough for him tomake an attack onMordecai only; for they hadmade
clear to himwhoMordecai's people were; so Hamanmade it his purpose to put an end
to all the Jews, even Mordecai's people, through all the kingdom of Ahasuerus. 7 In the
first month, the month Nisan, in the twelfth year of King Ahasuerus, from day to day
and frommonth to month they went on looking for a sign given by Pur (that is chance)
before Haman, till the sign came out for the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, the
month Adar. 8AndHaman said to King Ahasuerus, There is a certain nation living here
and there in small groups among the people in all the divisions of your kingdom; their
laws are different from those of any other nation, and they do not keep the king's laws:
for this reason it is not right for the king to let them be. 9 If it is the king's pleasure,
let a statement ordering their destruction be put in writing: and I will give to those
responsible for the king's business, ten thousand talents of silver for the king's store-
house. 10 And the king took his ring from his hand and gave it to Haman, the son of
Hammedatha the Agagite, the hater of the Jews. 11 And the king said to Haman, The
money is yours, and the people, to do with them whatever seems right to you. 12 Then
on the thirteenth day of the first month, the king's scribes were sent for, and they put
in writing Haman's orders to all the king's captains and the rulers of every division of
his kingdom and the chiefs of every people: for every division of the kingdom in the
writing commonly used there, and to every people in the language which was theirs;
it was signed in the name of King Ahasuerus and stamped with the king's ring. 13And
letters were sent by the runners into every division of the kingdom ordering the death
and destruction of all Jews, young and old, little children andwomen, on the same day,
even the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, the month Adar, and the taking of all
their goods by force. 14 A copy of the writing, to be made public in every part of the
kingdom, was sent out to all the peoples, so that they might be ready when that day
came. 15The runners went out quickly by the king's order, and a public statement was
made inShushan: and thekingandHaman tookwine together: but the townofShushan
was troubled.

4
1Now when Mordecai saw what was done, pulling off his robe, he put on haircloth,
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with dust on his head, and went out into the middle of the town, crying out with a
loud and bitter cry. 2 And he came even before the king's doorway; for no one might
come inside the king's door clothed in haircloth. 3 And in every part of the kingdom,
wherever the king's word and his order came, there was great sorrow among the Jews,
and weeping and crying and going without food; and numbers of themwere stretched
on the earth covered with dust and haircloth. 4And Esther's women and her servants
came and gave herword of it. Then great was the grief of the queen: and she sent robes
forMordecai, so that his clothing of hairclothmight be taken off; but hewould not have
them. 5Then Esther sent for Hathach, one of the king's unsexed servants whom he had
given her for waiting on her, and she gave him orders to go to Mordecai and see what
this was and why it was. 6 So Hathach went out and saw Mordecai in the open square
of the town before the king's doorway. 7 And Mordecai gave him an account of what
had taken place, and of the amount ofmoneywhich Haman had said hewould put into
the king's store for the destruction of the Jews. 8And he gave him the copy of the order
which had been given out in Shushan for their destruction, ordering him to let Esther
see it, and to make it clear to her; and to say to her that she was to go in to the king,
requesting hismercy, andmaking prayer for her people. 9AndHathach came back and
gave Esther an account of what Mordecai had said. 10Then Esther sent Hathach to say
toMordecai: 11 It is common knowledge among all the king's servants and the people of
every part of the kingdom, that if anyone,manorwoman, comes to the king in his inner
roomwithout being sent for, there is only one law for him, that he is to be put to death;
only those towhomtheking's rodof gold is stretchedoutmaykeep their lives: but I have
not been sent for to comebefore the king these thirty days. 12And they said thesewords
to Mordecai. 13 Then Mordecai sent this answer back to Esther: Do not have the idea
that you in the king's housewill be safe from the fate of all the Jews. 14 If at this time you
say nothing, then help and salvation will come to the Jews from some other place, but
you and your father's family will come to destruction: and who is to say that you have
not come to the kingdom even for such a time as this? 15Then Esther sent them back to
Mordecai with this answer: 16Go, get together all the Jewswho are present in Shushan,
and go without food for me, taking no food or drink night or day for three days: and
I and my women will do the same; and so I will go in to the king, which is against the
law: and if death is to be my fate, then let it come. 17 So Mordecai went away and did
everything as Esther had said.

5
1 Now on the third day, Esther put on her queen's robes, and took her place in the

inner room of the king's house, facing the king's house: and the king was seated on his
high seat in the king's house, facing the doorway of the house. 2Andwhen the king saw
Esther the queen waiting in the inner room, looking kindly on her he put out the rod
of gold in his hand to her. So Esther came near and put her fingers on the top of the
rod. 3Then the king said, What is your desire, Queen Esther, and what is your request?
I will give it to you, even to the half of my kingdom. 4 And Esther in answer said, If it
seems good to the king, let the king and Haman come today to the feast which I have
made ready for him. 5Then the king said, Let Haman come quickly, so that what Esther
has saidmay be done. So the king andHaman came to the feast which Esther hadmade
ready. 6Andwhile theyweredrinkingwine theking said toEsther,What is yourprayer?
for it will be given to you and what is your request? for it will be done, even to the half
of my kingdom. 7 Then Esther said in answer, My prayer and my request is this: 8 If I
have the king's approval, and if it is the king's pleasure to givememy prayer and domy
request, let the king andHaman come to the feastwhich Iwillmake ready for them, and
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tomorrow I will do as the king has said. 9 Then on that day Haman went out full of joy
andglad inheart; butwhenhe sawMordecai in the king's doorway, andhedidnot get to
his feet or give any sign of fear before him, Hamanwas full of wrath against Mordecai.
10But controlling himself, he went to his house; and he sent for his friends and Zeresh,
his wife. 11And he gave them an account of the glories of his wealth, and the number
of children he had, and the ways in which he had been honoured by the king, and how
he had put him over the captains and servants of the king. 12And Haman said further,
Truly, Esther the queen let noman but myself come in to the feast which she hadmade
ready for the king; and tomorrow again I am to be her guest with the king. 13 But all
this is nothing tomewhile I seeMordecai the Jew seated by the king's doorway. 14Then
his wife Zeresh and all his friends said to him, Let a pillar, fifty cubits high, be made
ready for hanging him, and in the morning get the king to give orders for the hanging
ofMordecai: then youwill be able to go to the feast with the kingwith a glad heart. And
Hamanwas pleased with the suggestion, and he had the pillar made.

6
1 That night the king was unable to get any sleep; and he sent for the books of the

records; and while some one was reading them to the king, 2 It came out that it was
recorded in the book how Mordecai had given word of the designs of Bigthana and
Teresh, two of the king's servants, keepers of the door, by whom an attack on the king
had been designed. 3And the king said, What honour and reward have been given to
Mordecai for this? Then the servants who were waiting on the king said, Nothing has
been done for him. 4 Then the king said, Who is in the outer room? Now Haman had
come into the outer room to get the king's authority for the hanging of Mordecai on
the pillar which he had made ready for him. 5 And the king's servants said to him,
See, Haman is waiting in the outer room. And the king said, Let him come in. 6 So
Haman came in. And the king said to him,What is to be done to themanwhom the king
has delight in honouring? Then the thought came into Haman's mind, Whom, more
than myself, would the king have pleasure in honouring? 7 And Haman, answering
the king, said, For the man whom the king has delight in honouring, 8 Let them take
the robes which the king generally puts on, and the horse on which the king goes, and
the crown which is on his head: 9 And let the robes and the horse be given to one of
the king's most noble captains, so that they may put them on the man whom the king
has delight in honouring, and let him go on horseback through the streets of the town,
withmen crying out before him, So let it be done to themanwhom the king has delight
in honouring. 10 Then the king said to Haman, Go quickly, and take the robes and
the horse, as you have said, and do even so to Mordecai the Jew, who is seated at the
king's doorway: see that you do everything as you have said. 11 Then Haman took the
robes and the horse, and dressingMordecai in the robes, hemade him go on horseback
through the streets of the town, cryingout beforehim, So let it bedone to themanwhom
thekinghasdelight inhonouring. 12AndMordecai cameback to theking'sdoorway. But
Haman went quickly back to his house, sad and with his head covered. 13And Haman
gave his wife Zeresh and all his friends an account of what had taken place. Then his
wise men and his wife Zeresh said to him, If Mordecai, who is starting to get the better
of you, is of the seed of the Jews, youwill not be able to do anything against him, but you
will certainly go down before him. 14While they were still talking, the king's servants
came to take Haman to the feast which Esther hadmade ready.

7
1 So the king and Haman came to take wine with Esther the queen. 2 And the king
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said to Esther again on the second day, while they were drinking, What is your prayer,
Queen Esther? for it will be given to you; and what is your request? for it will be
done, even to the half of my kingdom. 3 Then Esther the queen, answering, said, If I
have your approval, O king, and if it is the king's pleasure, let my life be given to me
in answer to my prayer, and my people at my request: 4 For we are given up, I and my
people, to destruction anddeath and to be cut off. Ifwehadbeen taken asmen-servants
and women-servants for a price, I would have said nothing, for our trouble is little in
comparison with the king's loss. 5Then King Ahasuerus said to Esther the queen, Who
is he and where is he who has had this evil thought in his heart? 6And Esther said, Our
hater and attacker is this evil Haman. Then Hamanwas full of fear before the king and
the queen. 7And the king in his wrath got up from the feast and went into the garden:
and Haman got to his feet to make a prayer for his life to Esther the queen: for he saw
that the king's purposewas evil against him. 8Then the king cameback from the garden
into the roomwhere they had been drinking; and Hamanwas stretched out on the seat
where Estherwas. Then the king said, Is he taking the queen by force beforemy eyes in
my house? And while the words were on the king's lips, they put a cloth over Haman's
face. 9 Then Harbonah, one of the unsexed servants waiting before the king, said, See,
the pillar fifty cubits high, which Hamanmade forMordecai, who said a goodword for
the king, is still in its place in Haman's house. Then the king said, Put him to death by
hanging him on it. 10 So Haman was put to death by hanging him on the pillar he had
made for Mordecai. Then the king's wrath became less.

8
1 That day the king gave all the family of Haman, the hater of the Jews, to Esther the

queen. And Mordecai came before the king, for Esther had made clear what he was
to her. 2 And the king took off his ring, which he had taken from Haman, and gave it
to Mordecai. And Esther put Mordecai over the family of Haman. 3 Then Esther again
came before the king, falling down at his feet, and made request to him with weeping,
thathewouldputa stop to theevil purposesofHamantheAgagiteand thedesignswhich
he hadmade against the Jews. 4Then the king put out the rod of gold to Esther, and she
gotupbefore theking. 5Andshe said, If it is theking's pleasureand if I havehis approval
and this thing seems right to the king and I am pleasing to him, then let letters be sent
giving orders against thosewhichHaman, the son ofHammedatha theAgagite, sent out
for the destruction of the Jews in all divisions of the kingdom: 6For how is it possible for
me to see the evil which is to overtake my nation? howmay I see the destruction of my
people? 7 Then King Ahasuerus said to Esther the queen and to Mordecai the Jew, See
now, I have given Esther the family of Haman, and he has come to his death by hanging,
because he made an attack on the Jews. 8 So now send a letter about the Jews, writing
whatever seems good to you, in the king's name, and stamping it with the king's ring:
for a writing signed in the king's name and stamped with the king's ring may not be
changed. 9 Then at that time, on the twenty-third day of the third month, which is the
month Sivan, the king's scribeswere sent for; and everything ordered byMordecaiwas
put in writing and sent to the Jews and the captains and the rulers and the chiefs of
all the divisions of the kingdom from India to Ethiopia, a hundred and twenty-seven
divisions, to every division in the writing commonly used there, and to every people in
their language, and to the Jews in their writing and their language. 10 The letters were
sent in the name of King Ahasuerus and stamped with his ring, and they were taken
by men on horseback, going on the quick-running horses used for the king's business,
the offspring of his best horses: 11 In these letters the king gave authority to the Jews
in every town to come together and make a fight for their lives, and to send death and
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destruction on the power of any people in any part of the kingdom attacking them or
their children or their women, and to take their goods from them by force, 12On one
day in every division of the kingdom of Ahasuerus, that is, on the thirteenth day of the
twelfth month, the month Adar. 13A copy of the writing, to be made public as an order
in every division of the kingdom,was given out to all the peoples, so that the Jewsmight
be readywhen that day came to give punishment to their haters. 14So themenwent out
on the quick-running horses used on the king's business, wasting no time and forced
on by the king's order; and the order was given out in Shushan, the king's town. 15And
Mordecai went out from before the king, dressed in king-like robes of blue and white,
and with a great crown of gold and clothing of purple and the best linen: and all the
town of Shushan gave loud cries of joy. 16And the Jews had light and joy and honour.
17And in every part of the kingdom and in every town, wherever the king's letter and
his order came, the Jewswere gladwith great joy, and had a feast and a good day. And a
great number of the people of the land became Jews: for the fear of the Jews had come
on them.

9
1Now on the thirteenth day of the twelfthmonth, which is themonth Adar, when the

time came for the king's order to be put into effect, on the very day when the haters
of the Jews had been hoping to have rule over them; though the opposite had come
about, and the Jews had rule over their haters; 2On that day, the Jews came together
in their towns through all the divisions of the kingdom of Ahasuerus, for the purpose
of attacking all thosewhowere attempting evil against them: and everyone had to give
way before them, for the fear of them had come on all the peoples. 3And all the chiefs
and the captains and the rulers and those who did the king's business gave support to
the Jews; because the fear of Mordecai had come on them. 4For Mordecai was great in
the king's house, and word of himwent out through every part of the kingdom: for the
man Mordecai became greater and greater. 5 So the Jews overcame all their attackers
with the sword and with death and destruction, and did to their haters whatever they
had a desire to do. 6 And in Shushan the Jews put to death five hundred men. 7 They
put to death Parshandatha, Dalphon, Aspatha, 8Poratha, Adalia, Aridatha, 9Parmashta,
Arisai, Aridai, andVaizatha, 10The ten sonsofHaman the sonofHammedatha, thehater
of the Jews; but they put not a hand on any of their goods. 11On that day the number of
thosewhohadbeenput todeath in the townof Shushanwasgiven to theking. 12And the
king said to Esther the queen, The Jews have put five hundredmen to death in Shushan,
as well as the ten sons of Haman: what then have they done in the rest of the kingdom!
Nowwhat is your prayer? for it will be given to you; what other request have you? and
itwill bedone. 13ThenEsther said, If it is theking's pleasure, let authoritybe given to the
Jews in Shushan to do tomorrow as has been done today, and let orders be given for the
hanging ofHaman's ten sons. 14And the king said that thiswas to bedone, and the order
was given out in Shushan, and the hanging of Haman's ten sons was effected. 15For the
Jews who were in Shushan came together again on the fourteenth day of the month
Adar and put to death three hundredmen in Shushan; but they put not a hand on their
goods. 16And the other Jews in everydivisionof the kingdomcame together, fighting for
their lives, and got salvation from their haters and put seventy-five thousand of them
to death; but they did not put a hand on their goods. 17 This they did on the thirteenth
day of the month Adar; and on the fourteenth day of the same month they took their
rest, and made it a day of feasting and joy. 18 But the Jews in Shushan came together
on the thirteenth and on the fourteenth day of themonth; and on the fifteenth day they
took their rest, andmade it a day of feasting and joy. 19So the Jews of the country places
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living in unwalled towns make the fourteenth day of the month Adar a day of feasting
and joy and a good day, a day for sending offerings one to another. 20 And Mordecai
sent letters to all the Jews in every division of the kingdom of Ahasuerus, near and far,
21Ordering them to keep the fourteenth day of themonth Adar and the fifteenth day of
the samemonth, every year, 22Asdays onwhich the Jewshad rest from their haters, and
the month which for themwas turned from sorrow to joy, and fromweeping to a good
day: and that theywere to keep them as days of feasting and joy, of sending offerings to
one another andgood things to thepoor. 23And the Jews gave theirword to go onas they
had been doing and as Mordecai had given them orders in writing; 24Because Haman,
the sonofHammedatha theAgagite, thehater of all the Jews, hadmadedesigns for their
destruction, attempting to get a decision by Pur (that is, chance) with a view to putting
an end to them and cutting them off; 25But when the business was put before the king,
he gave orders by letters that the evil designwhich he hadmade against the Jewswas to
be turned against himself; and that he and his sons were to be put to death by hanging.
26So these dayswere named Purim, after the name of Pur. And so, because of thewords
of this letter, and of what they had seen in connection with this business, andwhat had
come to them, 27The Jewsmade a rule and gave an undertaking, causing their seed and
all thosewhowere joined to themtodo the same, so that itmightbe in force for ever, that
they would keep those two days, as ordered in the letter, at the fixed time every year;
28And that those days were to be kept in memory through every generation and every
family, in every division of the kingdom and every town, that there might never be a
timewhen these days of Purimwould not be kept among the Jews, orwhen thememory
of them would go from the minds of their seed. 29 Then Esther the queen, daughter of
Abihail, and Mordecai the Jew, sent a second letter giving the force of their authority
to the order about the Purim. 30And he sent letters to all the Jews in the hundred and
twenty-sevendivisionsof thekingdomofAhasuerus,with truewordsofpeace, 31Giving
the force of law to these days of Purim at their fixed times, as they had been ordered by
Mordecai the Jew and Esther the queen, and in keeping with the rules they had made
for themselves and their seed, in connection with their time of going without food and
their cry for help. 32The order given by Esther gave the force of law to the rules about
the Purim; and it was recorded in the book.

10
1And King Ahasuerus put a tax on the land and on the islands of the sea. 2And all his

acts of power and his great strength and the full story of the high place which the king
gaveMordecai, are theynot recorded in thebookof thehistoryof thekingsofMediaand
Persia? 3ForMordecai the Jewwas secondonly toKingAhasuerus, and great among the
Jews and respected by the body of his countrymen; working for the good of his people,
and saying words of peace to all his seed.
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The Book of
Job

1 There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job. He was without sin and
upright, fearing God and keeping himself far from evil. 2 And he had seven sons and
three daughters. 3 And of cattle he had seven thousand sheep and goats, and three
thousand camels, and a thousand oxen, and five hundred she-asses, and a very great
number of servants. And themanwas greater than anyof the sons of the east. 4His sons
regularly went to one another's houses, and every one on his day gave a feast: and at
these times they sent for their three sisters to take part in their feasts with them. 5And
at the end of their days of feasting, Job sent and made them clean, getting up early in
themorning and offering burned offerings for them all. For, Job said, It may be that my
sons have done wrong and said evil of God in their hearts. And Job did this whenever
the feasts came round. 6And there was a day when the sons of the gods came together
before the Lord, and the Satan camewith them. 7And the Lord said to the Satan,Where
do you come from? And the Satan said in answer, From wandering this way and that
on the earth, and walking about on it. 8And the Lord said to the Satan, Have you taken
note of my servant Job, for there is no one like him on the earth, a manwithout sin and
upright, fearing God and keeping himself far from evil? 9And the Satan said in answer
to the Lord, Is it for nothing that Job is a god-fearing man? 10Have you yourself not
put a wall round him and his house and all he has on every side, blessing the work of
his hands, and increasing his cattle in the land? 11But now, put out your hand against
all he has, and he will be cursing you to your face. 12 And the Lord said to the Satan,
See, I give all he has into your hands, only do not put a finger on the man himself. And
the Satan went out from before the Lord. 13 And there was a day when his sons and
daughters were feasting in the house of their oldest brother, 14And a man came to Job,
and said, The oxen were ploughing, and the asses were taking their food by their side:
15And themenof Sheba cameagainst themand took themaway, putting the youngmen
to the sword, and Iwas the only onewho got away safe to give you the news. 16And this
one was still talking when another came, and said, The fire of God came down from
heaven, burning up the sheep and the goats and the young men completely, and I was
the only one who got away safe to give you the news. 17And this one was still talking
when another came, and said, The Chaldaeans made themselves into three bands, and
came down on the camels and took them away, putting the young men to the sword,
and I was the only one who got away safe to give you the news. 18 And this one was
still talking when another came, and said, Your sons and your daughters were feasting
together in their oldest brother's house, 19When a great wind came rushing from the
waste land against the four sides of the house, and it came downon the youngmen, and
they are dead; and I was the only one who got away safe to give you the news. 20 Then
Job got up, and after parting his clothing and cutting off his hair, he went down on his
face to the earth, and gaveworship, and said, 21With nothing I came out ofmymother's
body, andwith nothing Iwill go back there; the Lord gave and the Lord has taken away;
let the Lord's namebe praised. 22 In all this Job did no sin, and did not say that God's acts
were foolish.

2
1And there was a day when the sons of the gods came together before the Lord, and

the Satan came with them. 2And the Lord said to the Satan, Where do you come from?
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And the Satan said in answer, From wandering this way and that on the earth, and
walking about on it. 3And the Lord said to the Satan, Have you takennote ofmy servant
Job, for there is no one like him on the earth, a man without sin and upright, fearing
God and keeping himself far from evil? and he still keeps his righteousness, though you
have been moving me to send destruction on him without cause. 4And the Satan said
in answer to the Lord, Skin for skin, all a man has he will give for his life. 5 But now,
if you only put your hand on his bone and his flesh, he will certainly be cursing you to
your face. 6 And the Lord said to the Satan, See, he is in your hands, only do not take
his life. 7And the Satan went out from before the Lord, and sent on Job an evil disease
covering his skin from his feet to the top of his head. 8And he took a broken bit of a pot,
and, seated in the dust, was rubbing himself with the sharp edge of it. 9 And his wife
said to him, Are you still keeping your righteousness? Say a curse against God, and put
an end to yourself. 10And he said to her, You are talking like one of the foolish women.
If we take the good God sends us, are we not to take the evil when it comes? In all this
Job kept his lips from sin. 11And Job's three friends had word of all this evil which had
comeonhim. And theycameeveryone fromhisplace, Eliphaz theTemanite, andBildad
the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite. So they came together to a meeting-place, in
order that theymight go andmake clear to Job their grief for him, and give himcomfort.
12And lifting up their eyeswhen theywere still far off, it did not seem that theman they
saw was Job because of the change in him. And they gave way to bitter weeping, with
signs of grief, and put dust on their heads. 13And they took their seats on the earth by
his side for seven days and seven nights: but no one said a word to him, for they saw
that his pain was very great.

3
1 Then, opening his mouth, and cursing the day of his birth, 2 Job made answer and

said, 3 Let destruction take the day of my birth, and the night on which it was said, A
man child has come into theworld. 4That day— let it be dark; let not God take note of it
fromonhigh, and let not the light be shining on it; 5Let the dark and theblacknight take
it for themselves; let it be covered with a cloud; let the dark shades of day send fear on
it. 6That night— let the thick dark take it; let it not have joy among the days of the year;
let it not come into the number of the months. 7 As for that night, let it have no fruit;
let no voice of joy be sounded in it; 8 Let it be cursed by those who put a curse on the
day; who are ready to make Leviathan awake. 9 Let its morning stars be dark; let it be
looking for light, but may it not have any; let it not see the eyes of the dawn. 10Because
it did not keep the doors ofmymother's body shut, so that troublemight be veiled from
my eyes. 11Why did death not takemewhen I came out of mymother's body, why did I
not, when I came out, give upmy last breath? 12Why did the knees takeme, or why the
breasts that they might give memilk? 13For then I might have gone to my rest in quiet,
and in sleep have been in peace, 14With kings and the wise ones of the earth, who put
up great houses for themselves; 15Orwith rulerswho had gold, andwhose houseswere
full of silver; 16Or as a child dead at birth I might never have come into existence; like
young children who have not seen the light. 17 There the passions of the evil are over,
and those whose strength has come to an end have rest. 18 There the prisoners are at
peace together; the voice of the overseer comes not again to their ears. 19The small and
the great are there, and the servant is free from his master. 20Why does he give light to
himwho is in trouble, and life to the bitter in soul; 21To thosewhose desire is for death,
but it comes not; who are searching for it more than for secret wealth; 22Who are glad
with great joy, and full of delight when they come to their last resting-place; 23To aman
whose way is veiled, and who is shut in by God? 24 In place of my food I have grief, and
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cries of sorrow come from me like water. 25 For I have a fear and it comes on me, and
my heart is greatly troubled. 26 I have no peace, no quiet, and no rest; nothing but pain
comes onme.

4
1 And Eliphaz the Temanite made answer and said, 2 If one says a word, will it be a

weariness to you? but who is able to keep from saying what is in his mind? 3Truly, you
have been a helper to others, and you have made feeble hands strong; 4He who was
near to falling has been lifted up by your words, and you have given strength to bent
knees. 5But now it has come on you and it is a weariness to you; you are touched by it
and yourmind is troubled. 6 Is not your fear of God your support, and your uprightway
of life your hope? 7Have you ever seen destruction come to an upright man? or when
were the god-fearing ever cut off? 8What I have seen is that those by whom trouble
has been ploughed, and evil planted, get the same for themselves. 9 By the breath of
God destruction takes them, and by the wind of his wrath they are cut off. 10 Though
the noise of the lion and the sounding of his voice, may be loud, the teeth of the young
lions are broken. 11The old lion comes to his end for need of food, and the young of the
she-lion go wandering in all directions. 12Awordwas given tome secretly, and the low
soundof it came tomyears. 13 In troubled thoughts fromvisions of thenight,whendeep
sleep comesonmen, 14Fear cameonmeand shaking, andmyboneswere full of trouble;
15Andabreathwasmovingovermy face; thehair ofmyfleshbecamestiff: 16Something
was present before me, but I was not able to see it clearly; there was a form before my
eyes: a quiet voice came to my ears, saying: 17May a man be upright before God? or a
man be clean before his Maker? 18 Truly, he puts no faith in his servants, and he sees
error in his angels; 19Howmuchmore those living in houses of earth, whose bases are
in the dust! They are crushed more quickly than an insect; 20 Between morning and
evening they are completely broken; they come to an end for ever, and no one takes
note. 21 If their tent-cord is pulled up, do they not come to an end, andwithoutwisdom?

5
1Give now a cry for help; is there anyonewhowill give you an answer? and towhich

of the holy ones will you make your prayer? 2 For wrath is the cause of death to the
foolish, and he who has no wisdom comes to his end through passion. 3 I have seen the
foolish taking root, but suddenly the curse came on his house. 4Now his children have
no safe place, and they are crushed before the judges, for no one takes up their cause.
5Their produce is takenbyhimwhohas no food, and their grain goes to the poor, andhe
who is in need ofwater gets it from their spring. 6For evil does not come out of the dust,
or trouble out of the earth; 7 But trouble is man's fate from birth, as the flames go up
from the fire. 8But as forme, I wouldmakemy prayer to God, and Iwould putmy cause
before him: 9Who does great things outside our knowledge, wonders without number:
10Whogives rain on the earth, and sendswater on thefields: 11Lifting up thosewho are
low, and putting the sad in a safe place; 12Whomakes the designs of the wise gowrong,
so that they are unable to give effect to their purposes. 13 He takes the wise in their
secret designs, and the purposes of the twisted are cut off suddenly. 14 In the daytime it
becomes dark for them, and in the sunlight they go feeling about as if itwas night. 15But
he keeps safe from their sword those who have no father, and the poor from the power
of the strong. 16 So the poor man has hope, and the mouth of the evil-doer is stopped.
17 Truly, that man is happy who has training from the hand of God: so do not let your
heart be shut to the teaching of the Ruler of all. 18 For after his punishment he gives
comfort, and after wounding, his hands make you well. 19He will keep you safe from
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six troubles, and in seven no evil will come near you. 20When there is need of food he
will keep you from death, and in war from the power of the sword. 21He will keep you
safe from the evil tongue; and you will have no fear of wasting when it comes. 22 You
willmake sport of destruction andneed, andwill have no fear of the beasts of the earth.
23 For you will be in agreement with the stones of the earth, and the beasts of the field
will be at peace with you. 24And youwill be certain that your tent is at peace, and after
looking over your property you will see that nothing is gone. 25You will be certain that
your seed will be great, and your offspring like the plants of the earth. 26Youwill come
to your last resting-place in full strength, as the grain is taken up to the crushing-floor
in its time. 27 See, we have made search with care, and it is so; it has come to our ears;
see that you take note of it for yourself.

6
1And Jobmade answer and said, 2 If onlymypassionmight bemeasured, andput into

the scales against my trouble! 3For then its weight would be more than the sand of the
seas: because of thismywords have been uncontrolled. 4For the arrows of the Ruler of
all are present with me, and their poison goes deep into my spirit: his army of fears is
put in order againstme. 5Does the ass of the fields give out his voicewhen he has grass?
or does the ox make sounds over his food? 6Will a man take food which has no taste
without salt? or is there any taste in the soft substance of purslain? 7My soul has no
desire for such things, they are as disease in my food. 8 If only I might have an answer
to my prayer, and God would give me my desire! 9 If only he would be pleased to put
an end to me; and would let loose his hand, so that I might be cut off! 10 So I would still
have comfort, and Iwould have joy in the pains of death, for I have not been false to the
wordsof theHolyOne. 11Have I strength togoonwaiting, orhave Ianyend tobe looking
forward to? 12 Ismystrength the strengthof stones, or ismyfleshbrass? 13 I havenohelp
in myself, and wisdom is completely gone from me. 14He whose heart is shut against
his friend has given up the fear of the Ruler of all. 15My friends have been false like a
stream, like streams in the valleys which come to an end: 16Which are dark because of
the ice, and the snow falling into them; 17Under the burning sun they are cut off, and
come to nothing because of the heat. 18 The camel-trains go out of their way; they go
up into the waste and come to destruction. 19The camel-trains of Temawere searching
with care, thebandsof Shebawerewaiting for them: 20Theywereput to shamebecause
of their hope; they came and their hope was gone. 21 So have you now become to me;
you see my sad condition and are in fear. 22Did I say, Give me something? or, Make a
payment forme out of yourwealth? 23Or, Getme out of the power ofmy hater? or, Give
money so that I may be free from the power of the cruel ones? 24Give me teaching and
Iwill be quiet; andmakeme seemy error. 25Howpleasing are upright words! but what
force is there in your arguments? 26Mywordsmay seemwrong to you, but thewords of
himwho has no hope are for thewind. 27Truly, you are such as would give up the child
of a deadman to his creditors, andwouldmake a profit out of your friend. 28Now then,
let your eyes be turned to me, for truly I will not say what is false to your face. 29 Let
yourminds be changed, and do not have an evil opinion ofme; yes, be changed, formy
righteousness is still in me. 30 Is there evil in my tongue? is not the cause of my trouble
clear to me?

7
1Has not man his ordered time of trouble on the earth? and are not his days like the

days of a servant working for payment? 2As a servant desiring the shades of evening,
and a workman looking for his payment: 3 So I have for my heritage months of pain to
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no purpose, and nights ofweariness are given tome. 4When I go tomy bed, I say,When
will it be time to get up? but the night is long, and I am turning from side to side till
morning light. 5My flesh is covered with worms and dust; my skin gets hard and then
is cracked again. 6My days go quicker than the cloth-worker's thread, and come to an
end without hope. 7O, keep in mind that my life is wind: my eye will never again see
good. 8 The eye of him who sees me will see me no longer: your eyes will be looking
for me, but I will be gone. 9A cloud comes to an end and is gone; so he who goes down
into the underworld comes not up again. 10Hewill not come back to his house, and his
place will have no more knowledge of him. 11 So I will not keep my mouth shut; I will
let the words come from it in the pain of my spirit, my soul will make a bitter outcry.
12Am I a sea, or a sea-beast, that you put a watch over me? 13When I say, In my bed I
will have comfort, there I will get rest frommy disease; 14Then you send dreams tome,
and visions of fear; 15 So that a hard death seems better to my soul than my pains. 16 I
have no desire for life, I would not be living for ever! Keep away fromme, for my days
are as a breath. 17What is man, that you have made him great, and that your attention
is fixed on him, 18And that your hand is on him everymorning, and that you are testing
him everyminute? 19How longwill it be before your eyes are turned away fromme, so
that I may have a minute's breathing-space? 20 If I have done wrong, what have I done
to you, O keeper of men? why have youmademe amark for your blows, so that I am a
weariness to myself? 21And why do you not take away my sin, and let my wrongdoing
be ended? for now I go down to the dust, and you will be searching for me with care,
but I will be gone.

8
1ThenBildad the Shuhitemade answer and said, 2How longwill you say these things,

andhow longwill thewordsof yourmouthbe likea strongwind? 3DoesGodgivewrong
decisions? or is the Ruler of all not upright in his judging? 4 If your children have done
evil against him, then their punishment is from his hand. 5 If you will make search
for God with care, and put your request before the Ruler of all; 6 If you are clean and
upright; thenhewill certainly bemoved to takeupyour cause, andwillmake clear your
righteousness by building up your house again. 7And though your startwas small, your
endwill be very great. 8Put the questionnow to the past generations, and give attention
towhat has been searched out by their fathers: 9 (For we are but of yesterday, and have
noknowledge, becauseourdaysoneartharegone likea shade:) 10Will theynot giveyou
teaching, and say words of wisdom to you? 11Will the river-plant come up in its pride
withoutwet earth? will the grass get tallwithoutwater? 12When it is still green,without
being cut down, it becomes dry and dead before any other plant. 13 So is the end of all
who do not keep God inmind; and the hope of the evil-doer comes to nothing: 14Whose
support is cut off, andwhose hope is no stronger than a spider's thread. 15He is looking
tohis family for support, but it is not there; heputs his hope in it, but it comes tonothing.
16He is full of strength before the sun, and his branches go out over his garden. 17His
roots are twisted round the stones, forcing their way in between them. 18 If he is taken
away from his place, then it will say, I have not seen you. 19 Such is the joy of his way,
and out of the dust another comes up to take his place. 20Truly, Godwill not give up him
who iswithout sin, andwill not take evil-doers by the hand. 21The timewill comewhen
your mouth will be full of laughing, and cries of joy will come from your lips. 22 Your
haters will be clothed with shame, and the tent of the sinner will not be seen again.

9
1And Jobmade answer and said, 2Truly, I see that it is so: and how is it possible for a
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man to get his right before God? 3 If amanwas desiring to go to lawwith him, hewould
notbeable togivehimananswer tooneoutofa thousandquestions. 4He iswise inheart
and great in strength: who ever made his face hard against him, and any good came of
it? 5 It is he who takes away themountains without their knowledge, overturning them
in his wrath: 6Who is moving the earth out of its place, so that its pillars are shaking:
7Whogives orders to the sun, and it does not give its light; andwho keeps the stars from
shining. 8 By whose hand the heavens were stretched out, and who is walking on the
wavesof the sea: 9Whomade theBearandOrion, and thePleiades, and the store-houses
of the south: 10 Who does great things not to be searched out; yes, wonders without
number. 11 See, he goes past me and I see him not: he goes on before, but I have no
knowledge of him. 12 If he puts out his hand to take, by whom may it be turned back?
who may say to him, What are you doing? 13God's wrath may not be turned back; the
helpers of Rahab were bent down under him. 14Howmuch less may I give an answer
to him, using the right words in argument with him? 15 Even if my cause was good, I
would not be able to give an answer; I wouldmake request for grace fromhimwhowas
againstme. 16 If I had sent for him to be present, and he had come, Iwould have no faith
that he would give ear to my voice. 17For I would be crushed by his storm, my wounds
would be increased without cause. 18He would not let me take my breath, but I would
be full of bitter grief. 19 If it is a question of strength, he says, Here I am! and if it is a
question of a cause at law, he says,Whowill giveme a fixed day? 20Though I was in the
right, he would say that I was in the wrong; I have done no evil; but he says that I am
a sinner. 21 I have done no wrong; I give no thought to what becomes of me; I have no
desire for life. 22 It is all the same tome; so I say, He puts an end to the sinner and to him
whohas done nowrong together. 23 If death comes suddenly through disease, hemakes
sport of the fate of those who have done no wrong. 24The land is given into the power
of the evil-doer; the faces of its judges are covered; if not by him, then who has done it?
25My days go quicker than a post-runner: they go in flight, they see no good. 26They go
rushing on like reed-boats, like an eagle dropping suddenly on its food. 27 If I say, I will
putmy grief out ofmind, I will letmy face be sad no longer and Iwill be bright; 28 I go in
fear of all my pains; I am certain that I will not be free from sin in your eyes. 29Youwill
not letme be clear of sin! why then do I take trouble for nothing? 30 If I amwashedwith
snowwater, andmakemy hands cleanwith soap; 31Then youwill haveme pushed into
the dust, so that Iwill seemdisgusting tomyvery clothing. 32For he is not aman as I am,
that I might give him an answer, that we might come together before a judge. 33 There
is no one to give a decision between us, whomight have control over us. 34Let him take
away his rod from me and not send his fear on me: 35 Then I would say what is in my
mindwithout fear of him; for there is no cause of fear inmyself.

10
1My soul is tired of life; I will let my sad thoughts go free in words; my soul will make

a bitter outcry. 2 I will say to God, Do not put me down as a sinner; make clear to me
what you have against me. 3What profit is it to you to be cruel, to give up the work of
your hands, looking kindly on the design of evil-doers? 4Have you eyes of flesh, or do
you see as man sees? 5Are your days as the days of man, or your years like his, 6 That
you take note ofmy sin, searching aftermywrongdoing, 7Though you see that I am not
an evil-doer; and there is no one who is able to take a man out of your hands? 8 Your
hands made me, and I was formed by you, but then, changing your purpose, you gave
meup to destruction. 9Okeep inmind that youmademe out of earth; andwill you send
me back again to dust? 10Was I not drained out like milk, becoming hard like cheese?
11By you Iwas clothedwith skin andflesh, and joined togetherwith bones andmuscles.
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12You have been kind to me, and your grace has been with me, and your care has kept
my spirit safe. 13But you kept these things in the secret of your heart; I am certain this
was in your thoughts: 14 That, if I did wrong, you would take note of it, and would not
makeme clear from sin: 15That, if I was an evil-doer, the curse would come onme; and
if I was upright, my headwould not be lifted up, being full of shame and overcomewith
trouble. 16And that if there was cause for pride, you would go after me like a lion; and
again put out your wonders against me: 17That you would send newwitnesses against
me, increasing yourwrath againstme, and letting loose newarmies onme. 18Why then
did you make me come out of my mother's body? It would have been better for me to
have takenmy last breath, and for no eye to have seenme, 19And forme to have been as
if I had not been; to have been taken frommymother's body straight tomy last resting-
place. 20 Are not the days of my life small in number? Let your eyes be turned away
fromme, so that Imay have a little pleasure, 21Before I go to the place fromwhich Iwill
not come back, to the land where all is dark and black, 22A land of thick dark, without
order, where the very light is dark.

11
1 Then Zophar the Naamathite made answer and said, 2 Are all these words to go

unanswered? and is a man seen to be right because he is full of talk? 3Are your words
of pride to make men keep quiet? and are you to make sport, with no one to put you
to shame? 4 You may say, My way is clean, and I am free from sin in your eyes. 5But if
only God would take up the word, opening his lips in argument with you; 6And would
make clear to you the secrets of wisdom, and the wonders of his purpose! 7 Are you
able to take God's measure, to make discovery of the limits of the Ruler of all? 8 They
are higher than heaven; what is there for you to do? deeper than the underworld, and
outside your knowledge; 9 Longer in measure than the earth, and wider than the sea.
10 If he goes on his way, shutting a man up and putting him to death, who may make
him go back from his purpose? 11 For in his eyes men are as nothing; he sees evil and
takes note of it. 12And so a hollow-minded man will get wisdom, when a young ass of
the field gets teaching. 13 But if you put your heart right, stretching out your hands to
him; 14 If you put far away the evil of your hands, and let no wrongdoing have a place
in your tent; 15Then truly your face will be lifted up, with no mark of sin, and you will
be fixed in your place without fear: 16 For your sorrow will go from your memory, like
waters flowing away: 17And your life will be brighter than day; though it is dark, it will
become like the morning. 18And you will be safe because there is hope; after looking
round, youwill take your rest in quiet; 19Sleeping with no fear of danger; andmenwill
be desiring to have grace in your eyes; 20But the eyes of the evil-doers will be wasting
away; their way of flight is gone, and their only hope is the taking of their last breath.

12
1And Job made answer and said, 2No doubt you have knowledge, and wisdom will

come to an endwith you. 3But I have amind aswell as you; I am equal to you: yes, who
hasnotknowledgeof such thingsas these? 4 It seems that I amtobeasonewho is a cause
of laughing to his neighbour, one who makes his prayer to God and is answered! the
uprightmanwho has done nowrong is to bemade sport of! 5 In the thought of himwho
is in comfort there is no respect for onewho is in trouble; such is the fate of thosewhose
feet are slipping. 6There iswealth in the tents of thosewhomakedestruction, and those
by whom God is moved to wrath are safe; even those whose god is their strength. 7But
put now a question to the beasts, and get teaching from them; or to the birds of the
heaven, and they will make it clear to you; 8Or to the things which go flat on the earth,
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and they will give you wisdom; and the fishes of the sea will give you news of it. 9Who
does not see by all these that the hand of the Lord has done this? 10 In whose hand is
the soul of every living thing, and the breath of all flesh of man. 11Are not words tested
by the ear, even as food is tasted by the mouth? 12Old men have wisdom, and a long
life gives knowledge. 13With him there is wisdom and strength; power and knowledge
are his. 14Truly, there is no building up of what is pulled down by him; when a man is
shut up by him, no one may let him loose. 15 Truly, he keeps back the waters and they
are dry; he sends them out and the earth is overturned. 16With him are strength and
wise designs; hewho is guided into error, togetherwith his guide, are in his hands; 17He
takes away the wisdom of the wise guides, and makes judges foolish; 18He undoes the
chains of kings, and puts his band on them; 19Hemakes priests prisoners, overturning
those in safe positions; 20He makes the words of responsible persons without effect,
and takes away the good sense of the old; 21He puts shame on chiefs, and takes away
the power of the strong; 22Uncovering deep things out of the dark, andmaking the deep
shade bright; 23 Increasing nations, and sending destruction on them;making wide the
lands of peoples, and then giving them up. 24He takes away the wisdom of the rulers
of the earth, and sends them wandering in a waste where there is no way. 25 They go
feeling about in the dark without light, wandering without help like those overcome
with wine.

13
1Truly, my eye has seen all this, word of it has come to my ear, and I have knowledge

of it. 2The same things are inmymind as in yours; I am equal to you. 3But I would have
talk with the Ruler of all, andmy desire is to have an argument with God. 4But you put
a false face on things; all your attempts to put things right are of no value. 5 If only you
would keepquiet, itwould be a sign ofwisdom! 6Give ear to the argument ofmymouth,
and take note of thewords ofmy lips. 7Will you say inGod's namewhat is not right, and
put false words into his mouth? 8Will you have respect for God's person in this cause,
and put yourselves forward as his supporters? 9Will it be good for you to be searched
out by him, or have you the thought that he may be guided into error like a man? 10He
will certainly put you right, if youhave respect for persons in secret. 11Will not his glory
put you in fear, so that your hearts will be overcome before him? 12 Your wise sayings
are only dust, and your strong places are only earth. 13Keep quiet, and let me say what
is inmymind, whatevermay come tome. 14 I will takemy flesh inmy teeth, and putmy
life inmyhand. 15Truly, hewill put an end tome; I have no hope; but Iwill not giveway
in argument before him; 16 And that will be my salvation, for an evil-doer would not
come before him, 17Give earwith care tomywords, and keepwhat I say in yourminds.
18 See now, I have put my cause in order, and I am certain that I will be seen to be right.
19 Is any one able to take up the argument againstme? If so, I would keep quiet and give
up my breath. 20 Only two things do not do to me, then I will come before your face:
21Take your hand far away fromme; and letmenot be overcomeby fear of you. 22Then
at the sound of your voice I will give answer; or let me put forward my cause for you
to give me an answer. 23What is the number of my evil-doings and my sins? give me
knowledge of them. 24Why is your face veiled from me, as if I was numbered among
your haters? 25Will you be hard on a leaf in flight before the wind? will you make a
dry stem gomore quickly on its way? 26For you put bitter things on record against me,
and send punishment onme for the sins ofmy early years; 27And you put chains onmy
feet, watching all my ways, and making a limit for my steps; 28Though a man comes to
nothing like a bit of dead wood, or like a robe which has become food for the worm.
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14
1As for man, the son of woman, his days are short and full of trouble. 2He comes out

like a flower, and is cut down: he goes in flight like a shade, and is never seen again.
3 Is it on such a one as this that your eyes are fixed, with the purpose of judging him?
4 If only a clean thing might come out of an unclean! But it is not possible. 5 If his days
are ordered, and you have knowledge of the number of hismonths, having given him a
fixed limit pastwhich hemaynot go; 6Let your eyes be turned away fromhim, and take
your hand from him, so that he may have pleasure at the end of his day, like a servant
working for payment. 7 For there is hope of a tree; if it is cut down, it will come to life
again, and its brancheswill not come toanend. 8Though its rootmaybeold in the earth,
and its cut-off endmaybedead in the dust; 9Still, at the smell ofwater, itwillmakebuds,
and put out branches like a young plant. 10But man comes to his death and is gone: he
gives up his spirit, and where is he? 11The waters go from a pool, and a river becomes
waste anddry; 12Somangoes down tohis last resting-place and comesnot again: till the
heavens come to an end, theywill not be awake or come out of their sleep. 13 If only you
would keep me safe in the underworld, putting me in a secret place till your wrath is
past, givingme a fixed timewhen Imight come to yourmemory again! 14 If death takes
a man, will he come to life again? All the days of my trouble I would be waiting, till the
time came for me to be free. 15At the sound of your voice I would give an answer, and
youwould have a desire for thework of your hands. 16For nowmy steps are numbered
by you, and my sin is not overlooked. 17My wrongdoing is corded up in a bag, and my
sin is shut up safe. 18 But truly a mountain falling comes to dust, and a rock is moved
from its place; 19The stones are crushed small by the force of thewaters; the dust of the
earth is washed away by their overflowing: and so you put an end to the hope of man.
20You overcome him for ever, and he is gone; his face is changed in death, and you send
him away. 21His sons come to honour, and he has no knowledge of it; they are made
low, but he is not conscious of it. 22Only his flesh still has pain, and his soul is sad.

15
1And Eliphaz the Temanite made answer and said, 2Will a wise man make answer

with knowledge of no value, or will he give birth to the east wind? 3 Will he make
arguments with words in which is no profit, and with sayings which have no value?
4Truly, youmake the fear of Godwithout effect, so that the time of quietworship before
God is made less by your outcry. 5 For your mouth is guided by your sin, and you have
taken the tongue of the false for yourself. 6 It is by your mouth, even yours, that you
are judged to be in the wrong, and not by me; and your lips give witness against you.
7Were you the first man to come into the world? or did you come into being before the
hills? 8Were you present at the secret meeting of God? and have you taken all wisdom
for yourself? 9What knowledge have youwhichwe have not? is there anything in your
mind which is not in ours? 10With us are men who are grey-haired and full of years,
much older than your father. 11 Are the comforts of God not enough for you, and the
gentle word which was said to you? 12Why is your heart uncontrolled, and why are
your eyes lifted up; 13 So that you are turning your spirit against God, and letting such
words go out of your mouth? 14What is man, that he may be clean? and how may the
son of woman be upright? 15 Truly, he puts no faith in his holy ones, and the heavens
are not clean in his eyes; 16How much less one who is disgusting and unclean, a man
who takes in evil like water! 17Take note and give ear to my words; and I will say what
I have seen: 18 (The things which wise men have got from their fathers, and have not
kept secret from us; 19For only to themwas the land given, and no strange people were
among them:) 20The evil man is in pain all his days, and the number of the years stored
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up for the cruel is small. 21A sound of fear is in his ears; in time of peace destruction
will come on him: 22He has no hope of coming safe out of the dark, and his fate will be
the sword; 23He is wandering about in search of bread, saying, Where is it? and he is
certain that the day of trouble is ready for him: 24He is greatly in fear of the dark day,
trouble and pain overcome him: 25Because his hand is stretched out against God, and
his heart is lifted up against the Ruler of all, 26Running against him like a man of war,
covered by his thick breastplate; even like a king ready for the fight, 27Because his face
is coveredwith fat, and his body has become thick; 28Andhe hasmade his resting-place
in the towns which have been pulled down, in houses where no man had a right to be,
whose fatewas to becomemasses of brokenwalls. 29Hedoes not getwealth for himself,
and is unable to keep what he has got; the heads of his grain are not bent down to the
earth. 30He does not come out of the dark; his branches are burned by the flame, and
the wind takes away his bud. 31 Let him not put his hope in what is false, falling into
error: for hewill get deceit as his reward. 32His branch is cut off before its time, and his
leaf is no longer green. 33He is like a vine whose grapes do not come to full growth, or
an olive-tree dropping its flowers. 34 For the band of the evil-doers gives no fruit, and
the tents of thosewho givewrong decisions for reward are burnedwith fire. 35Evil has
made themwith child, and theygivebirth to trouble; and the fruit of theirbody is shame
for themselves.

16
1And Jobmade answer and said, 2 Such things have frequently come tomy ears: you

are comforterswho only give trouble. 3Maywordswhich are like thewind be stopped?
or what is troubling you to make answer to them? 4 It would not be hard for me to say
such things if your souls were in my soul's place; joining words together against you,
and shaking my head at you: 5 I might give you strength with my mouth, and not keep
back the comfort of my lips. 6 If I say what is in my mind, my pain becomes no less:
and if I keep quiet, howmuch of it goes fromme? 7But now he has overcome me with
weariness and fear, and I am in the grip of all my trouble. 8 It has come up as a witness
against me, and the wasting of my flesh makes answer to my face. 9 I am broken by
his wrath, and his hate has gone after me; he has made his teeth sharp against me: my
haters are looking on me with cruel eyes; 10 Their mouths are open wide against me;
the blows of his bitter words are falling onmy face; all of them come together in amass
against me. 11 God gives me over to the power of sinners, sending me violently into
the hands of evil-doers. 12 I was in comfort, but I have been broken up by his hands;
he has taken me by the neck, shaking me to bits; he has put me up as a mark for his
arrows. 13Hisbowmencomeroundaboutme; theirarrowsgo throughmybodywithout
mercy; my life is drained out on the earth. 14 I am broken with wound after wound; he
comes rushing on me like a man of war. 15 I have made haircloth the clothing of my
skin, andmy horn is rolled in the dust. 16My face is red with weeping, andmy eyes are
becoming dark; 17Thoughmy hands have done no violent acts, andmy prayer is clean.
18O earth, let not my blood be covered, and let my cry have no resting-place! 19 Even
now my witness is in heaven, and the supporter of my cause is on high. 20My friends
make sport ofme; to Godmy eyes areweeping, 21So that hemay give decision for aman
inhis causewithGod, andbetweena sonofmanandhisneighbour. 22For ina short time
I will take the journey fromwhich I will not come back.

17
1My spirit is broken,mydays are ended, the last resting-place is ready forme. 2Truly,

those whomake sport of me are round about me, andmy eyes become dark because of
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their bitter laughing. 3Be pleased, now, to be responsible for me to yourself; for there
is no other who will put his hand in mine. 4 You have kept their hearts from wisdom:
for this cause youwill not give them honour. 5As for himwho is false to his friend for a
reward, light will be cut off from the eyes of his children. 6He has made me a word of
shame to thepeoples; I havebecomeamark for their sport. 7Myeyeshavebecomedark
because of my pain, and all my body is wasted to a shade. 8 The upright are surprised
at this, and he who has done no wrong is troubled because of the evil-doers. 9 Still the
upright keeps on his way, and he who has clean hands gets new strength. 10But come
back, now, all of you, come; and Iwill not seeawisemanamongyou. 11Mydaysarepast,
my purposes are broken off, even the desires of my heart. 12 They are changing night
into day; they say, The light is near the dark. 13 If I amwaiting for the underworld asmy
house, if I have mademy bed in the dark; 14 If I say to the earth, You are my father; and
to the worm,Mymother andmy sister; 15Where then is my hope? andwhowill seemy
desire? 16Will they go down with me into the underworld? Will we go down together
into the dust?

18
1 Then Bildad the Shuhite made answer and said, 2 How long will it be before you

have done talking? Getwisdom, and thenwewill saywhat is in ourminds. 3Whydowe
seem as beasts in your eyes, and as completely without knowledge? 4 But come back,
now, come: you who are wounding yourself in your passion, will the earth be given up
because of you, or a rock be moved out of its place? 5 For the light of the sinner is put
out, and the flame of his fire is not shining. 6 The light is dark in his tent, and the light
shining over him is put out. 7The steps of his strength become short, and by his design
destruction overtakes him. 8His feet take him into the net, and he goes walking into
the cords. 9His foot is taken in the net; he comes into its grip. 10The twisted cord is put
secretly in the earth to take him, and the cord is placed in his way. 11He is overcome
by fears on every side, they go after him at every step. 12His strength is made feeble
for need of food, and destruction is waiting for his falling footstep. 13His skin is wasted
by disease, and his body is food for the worst of diseases. 14He is pulled out of his tent
where he was safe, and he is taken away to the king of fears. 15 In his tent will be seen
thatwhich is not his, burning stone is dropped onhis house. 16Under the earth his roots
are dry, and over it his branch is cut off. 17His memory is gone from the earth, and in
the open country there is no knowledge of his name. 18He is sent away from the light
into the dark; he is forced out of the world. 19He has no offspring or family among his
people, and in his living-place there is no one of his name. 20At his fate those of thewest
are shocked, and those of the east are overcomewith fear. 21Truly, these are the houses
of the sinner, and this is the place of himwho has no knowledge of God.

19
1 And Job made answer and said, 2How long will you make my life bitter, crushing

me with words? 3 Ten times now you have made sport of me; it gives you no sense of
shame to do me wrong. 4 And, truly, if I have been in error, the effect of my error is
only on myself. 5 If you make yourselves great against me, using my punishment as an
argument against me, 6Be certain that it is Godwho has donemewrong, and has taken
me in his net. 7Truly, I make an outcry against the violent man, but there is no answer:
I give a cry for help, but no one takes upmy cause. 8Myway iswalled up by him so that I
maynot goby: hehasmademyroadsdark. 9Hehasput offmyglory fromme, and taken
the crown frommy head. 10 I am broken down by him on every side, and I am gone; my
hope is uprooted like a tree. 11His wrath is burning against me, and I am to him as one
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of his haters. 12His armies come on together, they make their road high against me,
and put up their tents roundmine. 13He has takenmy brothers far away fromme; they
have seenmy fate and have become strange tome. 14My relations andmy near friends
have givenme up, and those living inmy house have put me out of their minds. 15 I am
strange tomywomen-servants, and seem to themas one fromanother country. 16Atmy
cry my servant gives me no answer, and I have to make a prayer to him. 17My breath
is strange to my wife, and I am disgusting to the offspring of mymother's body. 18Even
young children have no respect for me; when I get up their backs are turned on me.
19All themen ofmy circle keep away fromme; and those dear tome are turned against
me. 20My bones are joined to my skin, and I have got away with my flesh in my teeth.
21Have pity onme, have pity onme, Omy friends! for the hand of God is onme. 22Why
are you cruel tome, like God, for ever saying evil againstme? 23 If onlymywordsmight
be recorded! if theymight be put inwriting in a book! 24Andwith an iron pen and lead
be cut into the rock for ever! 25 But I am certain that he who will take up my cause is
living, and that in time to come he will take his place on the dust; 26And ... without my
flesh I will see God; 27Whom I will see on my side, and not as one strange to me. My
heart is brokenwith desire. 28 If you say, How cruel wewill be to him! because the root
of sin is clearly in him: 29 Be in fear of the sword, for the sword is the punishment for
such things, so that youmay be certain that there is a judge.

20
1 Then Zophar the Naamathite made answer and said, 2 For this cause my thoughts

are troubling me and driving me on. 3 I have to give ear to arguments which put me to
shame, and your answers to me are wind without wisdom. 4Have you knowledge of
this from early times, whenmanwas placed on the earth, 5That the pride of the sinner
is short, and the joy of the evil-doer but for a minute? 6 Though he is lifted up to the
heavens, and his head goes up to the clouds; 7Like the waste from his body he comes to
anend forever: thosewhohaveseenhimsay,Where ishe? 8Heisgone likeadream, and
is not seen again; he goes inflight like a vision of thenight. 9The eyewhich sawhimsees
him no longer; and his place has nomore knowledge of him. 10His children are hoping
that the poor will be kind to them, and his hands give back his wealth. 11His bones are
full of young strength, but it will go downwith him into the dust. 12Though evil-doing is
sweet in hismouth, andhe keeps it secretly under his tongue; 13Thoughhe takes care of
it, and does not let it go, but keeps it still in his mouth; 14His food becomes bitter in his
stomach; the poison of snakes is inside him. 15He takes downwealth as food, and sends
it up again; it is forced out of his stomach by God. 16He takes the poison of snakes into
hismouth, the tongue of the snake is the cause of his death. 17Let him not see the rivers
of oil, the streams of honey and milk. 18He is forced to give back the fruit of his work,
andmay not take it for food; he has no joy in the profit of his trading. 19Because he has
been cruel to the poor, turning away from them in their trouble; because he has taken a
house by force which he did not put up; 20There is no peace for him in his wealth, and
no salvation for him in those things in which he took delight. 21He had never enough
for his desire; for this cause his well-being will quickly come to an end. 22 Even when
hiswealth is great, he is full of care, for the hand of everyonewho is in trouble is turned
against him. 23God gives himhis desire, and sends the heat of hiswrath onhim,making
it come down on him like rain. 24Hemay go in flight from the iron spear, but the arrow
from the bow of brass will go through him; 25He is pulling it out, and it comes out of
his back; and its shining point comes out of his side; he is overcome by fears. 26All his
wealth is stored up for the dark: a fire not made byman sends destruction on him, and
on everything in his tent. 27The heavensmake clear his sin, and the earth giveswitness
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against him. 28The produce of his house is taken away into another country, like things
given into the hands of others in the day of wrath. 29This is the reward of the evil man,
and the heritage given to him by God.

21
1Then Jobmade answer and said, 2Give attentionwith care tomywords; and let this

be your comfort. 3 Let me say what is in my mind, and after that, go on making sport
of me. 4As for me, is my outcry against man? is it then to be wondered at if my spirit
is troubled? 5 Take note of me and be full of wonder, put your hand on your mouth.
6At the very thought of it my flesh is shaking with fear. 7Why is life given to the evil-
doers? why do they become old and strong in power? 8 Their children are ever with
them, and their offspring before their eyes. 9 Their houses are free from fear, and the
rod ofGoddoes not comeon them. 10Their ox is ready at all times to give seed; their cow
gives birth, without dropping her young. 11They send out their young ones like a flock,
and their children have pleasure in the dance, 12 They make songs to the instruments
of music, and are glad at the sound of the pipe. 13 Their days come to an end without
trouble, and suddenly they go down to the underworld. 14Though they said to God, Go
away from us, for we have no desire for the knowledge of your ways. 15What is the
Ruler of all, that wemay give himworship? andwhat profit is it to us tomake prayer to
him? 16Truly, is not theirwell-being in their power? (Thepurpose of the evil-doers is far
fromme.) 17How frequently is the light of the evil-doers put out, or does trouble come
on them? how frequently does his wrath take them with cords? 18How frequently are
they as dry stems before thewind, or as grass taken awayby the storm-wind? 19You say,
God keeps punishment stored up for his children. Let him send it on the man himself,
so that he may have the punishment of it! 20 Let his eyes see his trouble, and let him
be full of the wrath of the Ruler of all! 21 For what interest has he in his house after
him, when the number of his months is ended? 22 Is anyone able to give teaching to
God? for he is the judge of those who are on high. 23One comes to his end in complete
well-being, full of peace and quiet: 24His buckets are full of milk, and there is no loss
of strength in his bones. 25 And another comes to his end with a bitter soul, without
ever tasting good. 26 Together they go down to the dust, and are covered by the worm.
27 See, I am conscious of your thoughts, and of your violent purposes against me; 28For
you say, Where is the house of the ruler, and where is the tent of the evil-doer? 29Have
you not put the question to the travellers, and do you not take note of their experience?
30Howtheevilmangoes free in thedayof trouble, andhas salvation in thedayofwrath?
31Who will make his way clear to his face? and if he has done a thing, who gives him
punishment for it? 32He is taken to his last resting-place, and keepswatch over it. 33The
earth of the valley covering his bones is sweet to him, and all men come after him, as
therewereunnumberedbefore him. 34Why thendoyou giveme comfortwithwords in
which there is no profit, when you see that there is nothing in your answers but deceit?

22
1Then Eliphaz the Temanite made answer and said, 2 Is it possible for a man to be of

profit to God? No, for a man's wisdom is only of profit to himself. 3 Is it of any interest
to the Ruler of all that you are upright? or is it of use to him that your ways are without
sin? 4 Is it because you give him honour that he is sending punishment on you and is
judging you? 5 Is not your evil-doing great? and there is no end to your sins. 6 For you
have takenyourbrother's goodswhenhewasnot in yourdebt, andhave takenaway the
clothing of those who have need of it. 7You do not give water to the tired traveller, and
from him who has no food you keep back bread. 8 For it was the man with power who
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had the land, and themanwith an honoured namewhowas living in it. 9You have sent
widows awaywithout hearing their cause, and you have taken away the support of the
childwhohasno father. 10For this causenets are roundyour feet, andyouareovercome
with sudden fear. 11 Your light is made dark so that you are unable to see, and you are
coveredbyamass ofwaters. 12 Is notGodashigh asheaven? and see the stars, howhigh
they are! 13And you say,What knowledge has God? is he able to give decisions through
the deep dark? 14 Thick clouds are covering him, so that he is unable to see; and he is
walking on the arch of heaven. 15Will you keep the old way by which evil men went?
16Who were violently taken away before their time, who were overcome by the rush
of waters: 17Who said to God, Go away from us; and, What is the Ruler of all able to do
to us? 18 Though he made their houses full of good things: but the purpose of the evil-
doers is far fromme! 19The upright saw it and were glad: and those who had done no
wrongmade sport of them, 20Saying, Truly, their substance is cut off, and theirwealth is
food for the fire. 21Put yourself now in a right relationwith him and be at peace: sowill
you do well in your undertakings. 22 Be pleased to take teaching from his mouth, and
let his words be stored up in your heart. 23 If you come back to the Ruler of all, making
yourself lowbeforehim; if youput evil far away fromyour tents; 24Andput your gold in
the dust, even your gold of Ophir among the rocks of the valleys; 25Then the Ruler of all
will be your gold, and his teaching will be your silver; 26For then you will have delight
in the Ruler of all, and your face will be lifted up to God. 27 You will make your prayer
to him, and be answered; and you will give effect to your oaths. 28 Your purposes will
come about, and light will be shining on your ways. 29For Godmakes low those whose
hearts are lifted up, but he is a saviour to the poor in spirit. 30He makes safe the man
who is free from sin, and if your hands are clean, salvation will be yours.

23
1And Jobmade answer and said, 2Even todaymy outcry is bitter; his hand is hard on

my sorrow. 3 If only I had knowledge of where he might be seen, so that I might come
even tohis seat! 4 Iwouldputmycause inorderbeforehim, andmymouthwouldbe full
of arguments. 5 I would see what his answers would be, and have knowledge of what
he would say to me. 6Would he make use of his great power to overcome me? No, but
he would give attention to me. 7There an upright manmight put his cause before him;
and I would be free for ever frommy judge. 8 See, I go forward, but he is not there; and
back, but I do not see him; 9 I am looking for him on the left hand, but there is no sign of
him; and turning to the right, I am not able to see him. 10 For he has knowledge of the
way I take; after I have been tested I will come out like gold. 11My feet have gone in his
steps; I have kept in his way, without turning to one side or to the other. 12 I have never
gone against the orders of his lips; the words of his mouth have been stored up in my
heart. 13But his purpose is fixed and there is no changing it; and he gives effect to the
desire of his soul. 14 For what has been ordered for me by him will be gone through to
the end: and his mind is full of such designs. 15 For this cause I am in fear before him,
my thoughts of him overcome me. 16 For God has made my heart feeble, and my mind
is troubled before the Ruler of all. 17 For I am overcome by the dark, and by the black
night which is coveringmy face.

24
1 Why are times not stored up by the Ruler of all, and why do those who have

knowledge of him not see his days? 2 The landmarks are changed by evil men, they
violently take away flocks, togetherwith their keepers. 3They send away the ass of him
who has no father, they take the widow's ox for debt. 4 The crushed are turned out of
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theway; all the poor of the earth go into a secret place together. 5Like asses in thewaste
land they go out to their work, looking for food with care; from the waste land they get
bread for their children. 6They get mixed grain from the field, and they take away the
late fruit from thevines of thosewhohavewealth. 7They take their rest at nightwithout
clothing, and have no cover in the cold. 8They are wet with the rain of the mountains,
and get into the cracks of the rock for cover. 9The child without a father is forced from
its mother's breast, and they take the young children of the poor for debt. 10Others go
about without clothing, and though they have no food, they get in the grain from the
fields. 11Between the lines of olive-trees theymake oil; though they have no drink, they
are crushing out the grapes. 12From the town come sounds of pain from those who are
near death, and the soul of the wounded is crying out for help; but God does not take
note of their prayer. 13 Then there are those who are haters of the light, who have no
knowledge of its ways, and do not go in them. 14 He who is purposing death gets up
before day, so that he may put to death the poor and those in need. 15 And the man
whose desire is for the wife of another is waiting for the evening, saying, No eye will
see me; and he puts a cover on his face. And in the night the thief goes about; 16 In the
dark hemakes holes in thewalls of houses: in the daytime they are shutting themselves
up, they have no knowledge of the light. 17 For the middle of the night is as morning to
them, they are not troubled by the fear of the dark. 18They go quickly on the face of the
waters; their heritage is cursed in the earth; the steps of the crusher of grapes are not
turned to their vine-garden. 19Snowwaters become drywith the heat: so do sinners go
down into the underworld. 20 The public place of his town has no more knowledge of
him, and his name has gone from the memory of men: he is rooted up like a dead tree.
21He is not kind to the widow, and he has no pity for her child. 22But God by his power
gives long life to the strong; he gets up again, though he has no hope of life. 23He takes
away his fear of danger and gives him support; and his eyes are on his ways. 24 For a
short time they are lifted up; then they are gone; they aremade low, they are pulled off
like fruit, and like the heads of grain they are cut off. 25And if it is not so, now, whowill
make it clear that mywords are false, and that what I say is of no value?

25
1Then Bildad the Shuhite made answer and said, 2Rule and power are his; he makes

peace in his high places. 3 Is it possible for his armies to be numbered? and on whom
is not his light shining? 4How then is it possible for man to be upright before God? or
how may he be clean who is a son of woman? 5 See, even the moon is not bright, and
the stars are not clean in his eyes: 6Howmuch lessmanwho is an insect, and the son of
manwho is a worm!

26
1 Then Job made answer and said, 2 How have you given help to him who has no

power! how have you been the salvation of the armwhich has no strength! 3Howhave
you given teaching to him who has no wisdom, and fully made clear true knowledge!
4 To whom have your words been said? and whose spirit came out from you? 5 The
shades in the underworld are shaking; the waters and those living in them. 6 The
underworld is uncovered before him, and Destruction has no veil. 7 By his hand the
north is stretched out in space, and the earth is hanging on nothing. 8By him thewaters
are shut up in his thick clouds, and the cloud does not give way under them. 9 By him
the face of his high seat is veiled, and his cloud stretched out over it. 10By him a circle is
marked out on the face of thewaters, to the limits of the light and the dark. 11The pillars
of heaven are shaking, and are overcome by his sharp words. 12 By his power the sea
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was made quiet; and by his wisdom Rahab was wounded. 13 By his wind the heavens
become bright: by his hand the quicklymoving snakewas cut through. 14See, these are
only the outskirts of hisways; andhow small is thatwhich comes to our ears about him!
But the thunder of his acts of power is outside all knowledge.

27
1And Job again tookup theword and said, 2By the life of God,whohas taken awaymy

right; and of the Ruler of all, who hasmademy soul bitter; 3 (For all my breath is still in
me, and the spirit of God is my life;) 4Truly, there is no deceit inmy lips, andmy tongue
does not say what is false. 5 Let it be far from me! I will certainly not say that you are
right! I will come to death before I give up my righteousness. 6 I will keep it safe, and
will not let it go: my heart has nothing to say against any part of my life. 7Let my hater
be like the evil man, and let him who comes against me be as the sinner. 8 For what is
the hope of the sinner when he is cut off, when God takes back his soul? 9Will his cry
come to the ears of God when he is in trouble? 10Will he take delight in the Ruler of
all, and make his prayer to God at all times? 11 I will give you teaching about the hand
of God; I will not keep secret from you what is in the mind of the Ruler of all. 12 Truly,
you have all seen it yourselves; why then have you become completely foolish? 13This
is the punishment of the evil-doer from God, and the heritage given to the cruel by the
Ruler of all. 14 If his children are increased, it is for the sword; and his offspring have
not enough bread. 15When those of his house who are still living come to their end by
disease, they are not put into the earth, and their widows are not weeping for them.
16Though hemay get silver together like dust, andmake ready great stores of clothing;
17He may get them ready, but the upright will put them on, and he who is free from
sin will take the silver for a heritage. 18His house has no more strength than a spider's
thread, or a watchman's tent. 19He goes to rest full of wealth, but does so for the last
time: on opening his eyes, he sees it there no longer. 20Fears overtake him like rushing
waters; in the night the storm-wind takes him away. 21The east wind takes him up and
he is gone; he is forced violently out of his place. 22God sends his arrows against him
without mercy; he goes in flight before his hand. 23Men make signs of joy because of
him, driving him from his place with sounds of hissing.

28
1Truly there is amine for silver, and a place where gold is washed out. 2 Iron is taken

out of the earth, and stone is changed into brass by the fire. 3Man puts an end to the
dark, searching out to the farthest limit the stones of the deep places of the dark. 4He
makes a deepmine far away from those living in the light of day; when they go about on
the earth, they have no knowledge of those who are under them, who are hanging far
frommen, twisting from side to side on a cord. 5As for the earth, bread comes out of it;
but under its face it is turned up as if by fire. 6 Its stones are the place of sapphires, and
it has dust of gold. 7No bird has knowledge of it, and the hawk's eye has never seen it.
8The great beasts have not gone over it, and the cruel lion has not taken thatway. 9Man
puts out his hand on the hard rock, overturning mountains by the roots. 10He makes
deep ways, cut through the rock, and his eye sees everything of value. 11He keeps back
the streams from flowing, and makes the secret things come out into the light. 12 But
where may wisdom be seen? and where is the resting-place of knowledge? 13Man has
not seen the way to it, and it is not in the land of the living. 14The deep waters say, It is
not inme: and the sea says, It is not withme. 15Goldmay not be given for it, or aweight
of silver inpayment for it. 16 Itmaynot bevaluedwith the gold ofOphir,with theonyxof
great price, or the sapphire. 17Gold and glass are not equal to it in price, and it may not
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be exchanged for jewels of the best gold. 18There is no need to say anything about coral
or crystal; and thevalueofwisdomis greater than that ofpearls. 19The topazofEthiopia
is not equal to it, and it may not be valued with the best gold. 20 Fromwhere then does
wisdom come, andwhere is the resting-place of knowledge? 21For it is kept secret from
the eyes of all living, unseen by the birds of the air. 22 Destruction and Death say, We
have only had word of it with our ears. 23God has knowledge of the way to it, and of its
resting-place; 24 For his eyes go to the ends of the earth, and he sees everything under
heaven. 25When hemade aweight for the wind, measuring out the waters; 26When he
made a law for the rain, and a way for the thunder-flames; 27Then he saw it, and put it
on record; he gave it its fixed form, searching it out completely. 28And he said to man,
Truly the fear of the Lord is wisdom, and to keep from evil is the way to knowledge.

29
1And Job again took up the word and said, 2 If only I might again be as I was in the

months which are past, in the days when God was watching over me! 3When his light
was shining over my head, and when I went through the dark by his light. 4As I was in
my flowering years, whenmy tent was covered by the hand of God; 5While the Ruler of
all was still with me, and my children were round me; 6When my steps were washed
with milk, and rivers of oil were flowing out of the rock for me. 7When I went out of
my door to go up to the town, and tookmy seat in the public place, 8The youngmen saw
me, andwent away, and the oldmen got up from their seats; 9The rulers kept quiet, and
put their hands on their mouths; 10The chiefs kept back their words, and their tongues
were joined to the roofs of their mouths. 11 For when it came to their ears, men said
that I was truly happy; and when their eyes saw, they gave witness to me; 12 For I was
a saviour to the poor when he was crying for help, to the child with no father, and to
him who had no supporter. 13 The blessing of him who was near to destruction came
on me, and I put a song of joy into the widow's heart. 14 I put on righteousness as my
clothing, and was full of it; right decisions were to me a robe and a head-dress. 15 I was
eyes to the blind, and feet to him who had no power of walking. 16 I was a father to the
poor, searching out the cause of himwhowas strange to me. 17Byme the great teeth of
the evil-doer were broken, and I made him give up what he had violently taken away.
18 Then I said, I will come to my end with my children round me, my days will be as
the sand in number; 19My root will be open to the waters, and the night mist will be
on my branches, 20My glory will be ever new, and my bow will be readily bent in my
hand. 21Men gave ear to me, waiting and keeping quiet for my suggestions. 22 After
I had said what was in my mind, they were quiet and let my words go deep into their
hearts; 23Theywerewaiting forme as for the rain, opening theirmouthswide as for the
spring rains. 24 I was laughing at themwhen they had no hope, and the light of my face
was never clouded by their fear. 25 I tookmyplace as a chief, guiding themon theirway,
and I was as a king among his army. ...

30
1Butnowthosewhoareyounger than Imake sport ofme; thosewhose fathers Iwould

not have put with the dogs of my flocks. 2 Of what use is the strength of their hands
to me? all force is gone from them. 3 They are wasted for need of food, biting the dry
earth; their only hope of life is in the waste land. 4 They are pulling off the salt leaves
from the brushwood, andmaking ameal of roots. 5They are sent out from among their
townsmen, men are crying after them as thieves 6 They have to get a resting-place in
the hollows of the valleys, in holes of the earth and rocks. 7Theymake noises like asses
among the brushwood; they get together under the thorns. 8 They are sons of shame,
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and of men without a name, who have been forced out of the land. 9And now I have
become their song, and I am a word of shame to them. 10 I am disgusting to them; they
keepaway fromme, andputmarks of shameonme. 11Forhehasmade loose the cord of
my bow, and put me to shame; he has sent downmy flag to the earth before me. 12The
lines of hismenofwarput themselves in order, andmakehigh theirways of destruction
against me: 13 They have made waste my roads, with a view to my destruction; his
bowmencomeroundaboutme; 14As throughawidebrokenplace in thewall they come
on, I am overturned by the shock of their attack. 15Fears have come onme; my hope is
gone like thewind, andmywell-being like a cloud. 16But nowmysoul is turned towater
inme, days of trouble overtakeme: 17Theflesh is gone frommybones, and they giveme
no rest; there is no end to my pains. 18With great force he takes a grip of my clothing,
pullingme by the neck ofmy coat. 19Truly God hasmademe low, even to the earth, and
I have become like dust. 20You give no answer tomy cry, and take no note ofmy prayer.
21You have become cruel to me; the strength of your hand is hard on me. 22Lifting me
up, you make me go on the wings of the wind; I am broken up by the storm. 23 For I
am certain that you will send me back to death, and to the meeting-place ordered for
all living. 24Has not my hand been stretched out in help to the poor? have I not been a
saviour to him in his trouble? 25Have I not beenweeping for the crushed? andwas not
my soul sad for himwhowas in need? 26For Iwas looking for good, and evil came; Iwas
waiting for light, and it becamedark. 27My feelings are stronglymoved, and givemeno
rest; days of trouble have overtaken me. 28 I go about in dark clothing, uncomforted; I
get up in the public place, crying out for help. 29 I have become a brother to the jackals,
and go about in the company of ostriches. 30My skin is black and dropping offme; and
my bones are burning with the heat of my disease. 31Andmymusic has been turned to
sorrow, and the sound of my pipe into the noise of weeping.

31
1 I made an agreementwithmy eyes; how thenmightmy eyes be looking on a virgin?

2 For what is God's reward from on high, or the heritage given by the Ruler of all from
heaven? 3 Is it not trouble for the sinner, and destruction for the evil-doers? 4Does he
not see my ways, and are not my steps all numbered? 5 If I have gone in false ways,
or my foot has been quick in working deceit; 6 (Let me be measured in upright scales,
and let God see my righteousness:) 7 If my steps have been turned out of the way, or if
my heart went after my eyes, or if the property of another is in my hands; 8Let me put
seed in the earth for another to have the fruit of it, and let my produce be uprooted. 9 If
my heart went after another man's wife, or if I was waiting secretly at my neighbour's
door; 10 Then let my wife give pleasure to another man and let others make use of her
body. 11 For that would be a crime; it would be an act for which punishment would be
measuredout by the judges: 12 Itwouldbeafireburning even todestruction, and taking
away all my produce. 13 If I did wrong in the cause of my man-servant, or my woman-
servant, when they went to lawwith me; 14What then will I do when God comes as my
judge? andwhat answermay I give to his questions? 15Did not Godmake himaswell as
me? did henot give us life in ourmothers' bodies? 16 If I kept back the desire of the poor;
if thewidow's eyewas looking for help to nopurpose; 17 If I keptmy food formyself, and
did not give some of it to the child with no father; 18 (For I was cared for by God as by a
father frommy earliest days; he was my guide from the body of mymother;) 19 If I saw
one near to death for need of clothing, and that the poor had nothing covering him; 20 If
his back did not give me a blessing, and the wool of my sheep did not make himwarm;
21 If my hand had been lifted up against him who had done no wrong, when I saw that
I was supported by the judges; 22May my arm be pulled frommy body, and be broken
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from its base. 23For the fear of God kept me back, and because of his power I might not
do such things. 24 If I made gold my hope, or if I ever said to the best gold, I have put
my faith in you; 25 If I was glad becausemywealthwas great, and becausemy hand had
got together a great store; 26 If, when I saw the sun shining, and themoonmoving on its
bright way, 27A secret feeling of worship came into my heart, andmy hand gave kisses
frommymouth; 28That would have been another sin to be rewardedwith punishment
by the judges; for I would have been false to God on high. 29 If I was glad at the trouble
ofmy hater, and gave cries of joy when evil overtook him; 30 (For I did not let mymouth
give way to sin, in putting a curse on his life;) 31 If the men of my tent did not say, Who
has not had full measure of his meat? 32 The traveller did not take his night's rest in
the street, and my doors were open to anyone on a journey; 33 If I kept my evil doings
covered, and my sin in the secret of my breast, 34 For fear of the great body of people,
or for fear that families might make sport of me, so that I kept quiet, and did not go out
of my door; 35 If only God would give ear to me, and the Ruler of all would give me an
answer! or if what he has against me had been put in writing! 36Truly I would take up
the book in my hands; it would be to me as a crown; 37 I would make clear the number
of my steps, I would put it before him like a prince! The words of Job are ended. 38 If
my land hasmade an outcry against me, or the ploughed earth has been in sorrow; 39 If
I have taken its produce without payment, causing the death of its owners; 40 Then in
place of grain let thorns come up, and in place of barley evil-smelling plants.

32
1 So these three men gave no more answers to Job, because he seemed to himself to

be right. 2And Elihu, the son of Barachel the Buzite, of the family of Ram, was angry,
burning with wrath against Job, because he seemed to himself more right than God;
3 And he was angry with his three friends, because they had been unable to give him
an answer, and had not made Job's sin clear. 4 Now Elihu had kept quiet while Job
was talking, because they were older than he; 5 And when Elihu saw that there was
no answer in the mouth of the three men, he was very angry. 6 And Elihu, the son of
Barachel the Buzite, made answer and said, I am young, and you are very old, so I was
in fear, and kept myself from putting my knowledge before you. 7 I said to myself, It is
right for the old to say what is in their minds, and for those who are far on in years to
give out wisdom. 8 But truly it is the spirit in man, even the breath of the Ruler of all,
which gives them knowledge. 9 It is not the old who are wise, and those who are full
of years have not the knowledge of what is right. 10 So I say, Give ear to me, and I will
put forward my knowledge. 11 I was waiting for your words, I was giving ear to your
wise sayings; while you were searching out what to say, 12 I was taking note; and truly
not one of you was able to make clear Job's error, or to give an answer to his words.
13Take care that you do not say, Wisdom is here; Godmay overcome him, but not man.
14 I will not put forwardwords like these, ormake use of your sayings in answer to him.
15 Fear has overcome them, they have no more answers to give; they have come to an
end of words. 16And am I to go on waiting while they have nothing to say? while they
keep quiet and give no more answers? 17 I will give my answer; I will put forward my
knowledge: 18For I am full ofwords, I amunable to keep inmybreath any longer: 19My
stomach is like wine which is unable to get out; like skins full of new wine, it is almost
burst. 20 Let me say what is in my mind, so that I may get comfort; let me give answer
with openmouth. 21Letme not give respect to anyman, or give names of honour to any
living. 22 For I am not able to give names of honour to any man; and if I did, my Maker
would quickly takeme away.
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33
1And now, O Job, give ear tomywords, and take note of all I say. 2See, nowmymouth

is open, my tongue gives out words. 3My heart is overflowing with knowledge, my lips
saywhat is true. 4The spirit of God hasmademe, and the breath of the Ruler of all gives
me life. 5 If you are able, giveme an answer; put your cause in order, and come forward.
6 See, I am the same as you are in the eyes of God; I was cut off from the same bit of wet
earth. 7 Fear of me will not overcome you, and my hand will not be hard on you. 8But
you said in my hearing, and your voice came to my ears: 9 I am clean, without sin; I am
washed, and there is no evil in me: 10 See, he is looking for something against me; in
his eyes I am as one of his haters; 11He puts chains on my feet; he is watching all my
ways. 12Truly, in saying this you arewrong; for God is greater thanman. 13Why do you
put forward your cause against him, saying, He gives no answer to any of my words?
14 For God gives his word in one way, even in two, and man is not conscious of it: 15 In
a dream, in a vision of the night, when deep sleep comes on men, while they take their
rest on their beds; 16Then hemakes his secrets clear tomen, so that they are full of fear
atwhat they see; 17 In order thatmanmay be turned fromhis evil works, and that pride
may be taken away fromhim; 18To keep back his soul from the underworld, and his life
from destruction. 19 Pain is sent on him as a punishment, while he is on his bed; there
is no end to the trouble in his bones; 20He has no desire for food, and his soul is turned
away from delicate meat; 21His flesh is so wasted away, that it may not be seen, and
his bones. ... 22And his soul comes near to the underworld, and his life to the angels of
death. 23 If now there may be an angel sent to him, one of the thousands which there
are to be between him and God, and to make clear to man what is right for him; 24And
if he has mercy on him, and says, Let him not go down to the underworld, I have given
the price for his life: 25 Then his flesh becomes young again, and he comes back to the
days of his early strength; 26Hemakes his prayer to God, and he has mercy on him; he
sees God's facewith cries of joy; he gives news of his righteousness tomen; 27Hemakes
a song, saying, I did wrong, turning from the straight way, but he did not give me the
reward of my sin. 28He kept my soul from the underworld, andmy life sees the light in
fullmeasure. 29Truly, Goddoesall these things toman, twiceand three times, 30Keeping
backhis soul from theunderworld, so that hemay see the light of life. 31TakenoteO Job,
give ear tome; keep quiet, while I saywhat is inmymind. 32 If you have anything to say,
give me an answer; for it is my desire that you may be judged free from sin. 33 If not,
give attention to me, and keep quiet, and I will give you wisdom.

34
1 And Elihu made answer and said, 2Give ear, you wise, to my words; and you who

have knowledge, give attention tome; 3Forwords are tested by the ear, as food is tasted
by the mouth. 4 Let us make the decision for ourselves as to what is right; let us have
the knowledge among ourselves of what is good. 5For Job has said, I am upright, and it
is God who has taken away my right; 6 Though I am right, still I am in pain; my wound
may not bemadewell, though I have done nowrong. 7Whatman is like Job, amanwho
freely makes sport of God, 8And goes in the company of evil-doers, walking in the way
of sinners? 9For he has said, It is no profit to a man to take delight in God. 10Now then,
you wise, take note; you men of knowledge, give ear to me. Let it be far from God to
do evil, and from the Ruler of all to do wrong. 11 For he gives to every man the reward
of his work, and sees that he gets the fruit of his ways. 12 Truly, God does not do evil,
and the Ruler of all is not a false judge. 13Who put the earth into his care, or made him
responsible for the world? 14 If he made his spirit come back to him, taking his breath
into himself again, 15All flesh would come to an end together, and man would go back
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to the dust. 16 If you arewise, take note of this; give ear to the voice ofmywords. 17How
may a hater of right be a ruler? and will you say that the upright Ruler of all is evil?
18He who says to a king, You are an evil-doer; and to rulers, You are sinners; 19Who
has no respect for rulers, and who gives no more attention to those who have wealth
than to the poor, for they are all the work of his hands. 20 Suddenly they come to an
end, even in the middle of the night: the blow comes on the men of wealth, and they
are gone, and the strong are taken away without the hand of man. 21 For his eyes are
on the ways of a man, and he sees all his steps. 22 There is no dark place, and no thick
cloud, in which the workers of evil may take cover. 23 For he does not give man a fixed
time to come before him to be judged. 24He sends the strong to destruction without
searching out their cause, and puts others in their place. 25 For he has knowledge of
their works, overturning them in the night, so that they are crushed. 26 The evil-doers
are broken by his wrath, he puts his hand on them with force before the eyes of all
onlookers. 27Because they did not go after him, and took no note of his ways, 28 So that
the cry of the poor might come up to him, and the prayer of those in need come to his
ears. 29 ... 30 ... 31 ... 32 ... 33 ... 34Men of knowledge, and all wisemen, hearingme, will say,
35 Job's words do not come from knowledge; they are not the fruit of wisdom. 36May
Job be tested to the end, because his answers have been like those of evil men. 37For in
addition to his sin, he is uncontrolled in heart; before our eyes he makes sport of God,
increasing his words against him.

35
1AndElihumade answer and said, 2Does it seem to you to be right, and righteousness

before God, to say, 3What profit is it to me, and how am I better off than if I had done
wrong? 4 I will make answer to you and to your friends: 5 Let your eyes be turned to
the heavens, and lifted up to see the skies; they are higher than you. 6 If you have done
wrong, is he any theworse for it? and if your sins are great in number, what is it to him?
7 If you are upright, what do you give to him? or what does he take from your hand?
8Your evil-doing may have an effect on aman like yourself, or your righteousness on a
son ofman. 9Because the hand of the cruel is hard on them,men aremaking sounds of
grief; theyare cryingout forhelpbecauseof thearmof the strong. 10Butnoonehas said,
Where is GodmyMaker, who gives songs in the night; 11Who gives usmore knowledge
than the beasts of the earth, andmakes us wiser than the birds of the heaven? 12There
they are crying out because of the pride of the evil-doers, but he gives them no answer.
13 But God will not give ear to what is false, or the Ruler of all take note of it; 14How
much less when you say that you do not see him; that the cause is before him, and you
are waiting for him. 15And now ... ; 16And Job's mouth is open wide to give out what is
of no profit, increasing words without knowledge.

36
1 And Elihu went on to say, 2 Give me a little more time, and I will make it clear to

you; for I have still something to say for God. 3 I will get my knowledge from far, and
I will give righteousness to my Maker. 4 For truly my words are not false; one who has
all knowledge is talking with you. 5 Truly, God gives up the hard-hearted, and will not
give life to the sinner. 6His eyes are ever on the upright, and he gives to the crushed
their right; 7Lifting themup to the seat of kings, andmaking them safe for ever. 8And if
they have been prisoned in chains, and taken in cords of trouble, 9Then hemakes clear
to them what they have done, even their evil works in which they have taken pride.
10 Their ear is open to his teaching, and he gives them orders so that their hearts may
be turned from evil. 11 If they give ear to his voice, and do his word, then he gives them
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long life, and years full of pleasure. 12 But if not, they come to their end, and give up
their breath without knowledge. 13 Those who have no fear of God keep wrath stored
up in their hearts; they giveno cry for helpwhen they aremadeprisoners. 14They come
to their end while they are still young, their life is short like that of those who are used
for sex purposes in the worship of their gods. 15He makes the wrong done to the poor
the way of their salvation, opening their ears by their trouble. 16 ... 17 ... 18 ... 19 ... 20 ...
21 Take care not to be turned to sin, for you have taken evil for your part in place of
sorrow. 22 Truly God is lifted up in strength; who is a ruler like him? 23Who ever gave
orders to him, or said to him, You have done wrong? 24 See that you give praise to his
work, aboutwhichmenmake songs. 25All people are looking on it; man sees it from far.
26Truly, God is great, greater than all our knowledge; the number of his years may not
be searched out. 27 For he takes up the drops from the sea; he sends them through his
mist as rain, 28Flowingdown from the sky, anddropping on thepeoples. 29Andwhohas
knowledge of how the clouds are stretched out, or of the thunders of his tent? 30See, he
is stretching out his mist, covering the tops of the mountains with it. 31 For by these he
gives food to the peoples, and bread in full measure. 32He takes the light in his hands,
sending it against themark. 33The thundermakes clear his passion, and the stormgives
news of his wrath.

37
1At thismyheart is shaking; it ismovedoutof itsplace. 2Giveear to the rollingnoiseof

his voice; to the hollow soundwhich goes out of hismouth. 3He sends it out through all
the heaven, and his thunder-flame to the ends of the earth. 4After it a voice is sounding,
thundering out the word of his power; he does not keep back his thunder-flames; from
his mouth his voice is sounding. 5He does wonders, more than may be searched out;
great things of which we have no knowledge; 6For he says to the snow, Make the earth
wet; and to the rain-storm, Come down. 7He puts an end to the work of every man, so
that all may see his work. 8Then the beasts go into their holes, and take their rest. 9Out
of its place comes the storm-wind, and the cold out of its store-houses. 10By the breath
of God ice is made, and the wide waters are shut in. 11The thick cloud is weighted with
thunder-flame, and the cloud sends out its light; 12And it goes this way and that, round
about, turning itself by his guiding, to do whatever he gives orders to be done, on the
face of his world of men, 13For a rod, or for a curse, or for mercy, causing it to come on
the mark. 14Give ear to this, O Job, and keep quiet in your place; and take note of the
wonders worked by God. 15Have you knowledge of God's ordering of his works, how
he makes the light of his cloud to be seen? 16Have you knowledge of the balancings of
the clouds, the wonders of him who has all wisdom? 17 You, whose clothing is warm,
when the earth is quiet because of the southwind, 18Will you, with him,make the skies
smooth, and strong as a polished looking-glass? 19 Make clear to me what we are to
say to him; we are unable to put our cause before him, because of the dark. 20 How
may he have knowledge of my desire for talk with him? or did any man ever say, May
destruction come on me? 21And now the light is not seen, for it is dark because of the
clouds; but a wind comes, clearing them away. 22A bright light comes out of the north;
God's glory is greatly to be feared. 23 There is no searching out of the Ruler of all: his
strength and his judging are great; he is full of righteousness, doing no wrong. 24 For
this causemen go in fear of him; he has no respect for any who are wise in heart.

38
1 And the Lord made answer to Job out of the storm-wind, and said, 2 Who is this

whomakes the purpose of God dark by words without knowledge? 3Get your strength
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together like amanofwar; Iwill put questions to you, and youwill giveme the answers.
4Where were you when I put the earth on its base? Say, if you have knowledge. 5 By
whom were its measures fixed? Say, if you have wisdom; or by whom was the line
stretched out over it? 6Onwhatwere its pillars based, or who put down its angle-stone,
7When themorning starsmade songs together, and all the sons of the gods gave cries of
joy? 8Orwherewere youwhen the sea came to birth, pushing out from its secret place;
9When I made the cloud its robe, and put thick clouds as bands round it, 10Ordering a
fixed limit for it, with locks and doors; 11And said, So far youmay come, and no farther;
and here the pride of yourwaveswill be stopped? 12Have you, from your earliest days,
given orders to themorning, ormade the dawn conscious of its place; 13So that it might
take a grip of the skirts of the earth, shaking all the evil-doers out of it? 14 It is changed
likewet earthundera stamp, and is coloured likea robe; 15And fromtheevil-doers their
light is kept back, and the arm of pride is broken. 16Have you come into the springs of
the sea,walking in the secret places of the deep? 17Have thedoors of deathbeenopen to
you, or have the door-keepers of the dark ever seen you? 18Have you taken note of the
wide limits of the earth? Say, if you have knowledge of it all. 19Which is the way to the
resting-place of the light, and where is the store-house of the dark; 20 So that youmight
take it to its limit, guiding it to its house? 21No doubt you have knowledge of it, for then
you had come to birth, and the number of your days is great. 22Have you come into the
secret place of snow, or have you seen the store-houses of the ice-drops, 23Which I have
kept for the time of trouble, for the day of war and fighting? 24Which is the way to the
place where the wind is measured out, and the east wind sent out over the earth? 25By
whom has the way been cut for the flowing of the rain, and the flaming of the thunder;
26Causing rain to comeona landwherenoman is living, on thewaste landwhichhasno
people; 27 To give water to the land where there is waste and destruction, and to make
the dry land green with young grass? 28Has the rain a father? or who gave birth to the
drops of night mist? 29Out of whose body came the ice? and who gave birth to the cold
mist of heaven? 30 The waters are joined together, hard as a stone, and the face of the
deep is covered. 31Are the bands of the Pleiades fixed by you, or are the cords of Orion
made loose? 32Do you make Mazzaroth come out in its right time, or are the Bear and
its children guided by you? 33Have you knowledge of the laws of the heavens? did you
give them rule over the earth? 34 Is your voice sent up to the cloud, so that you may
be covered by theweight of waters? 35Do you send out the thunder-flames, so that they
may go, and say to you, Hereweare? 36Whohas putwisdom in thehigh clouds, or given
knowledge to the lights of the north? 37By whose wisdom are the clouds numbered, or
the water-skins of the heavens turned to the earth, 38When the earth becomes hard as
metal, and is joined together in masses? 39Do you go after food for the she-lion, or get
meat so that the young lions may have enough, 40When they are stretched out in their
holes, and are waiting in the brushwood? 41Who gives in the evening the meat he is
searching for, when his young ones are crying to God; when the young lions with loud
noise go wandering after their food?

39
1Have you knowledge of the rock-goats? or do you see the roes giving birth to their

young? 2 Is the number of theirmonths fixedby you? or is the timewhen they give birth
ordered by you? 3They are bent down, they give birth to their young, they let loose the
fruit of their body. 4 Their young ones are strong, living in the open country; they go
out and do not come back again. 5Who has let the ass of the fields go free? or made
loose the bands of the loud-voiced beast? 6 To whom I have given the waste land for a
heritage, and the salt land as a living-place. 7He makes sport of the noise of the town;
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the voice of the driver does not come to his ears; 8He goes looking for his grass-lands in
themountains, searching out every green thing. 9Will the ox of themountains be your
servant? or is his night's resting-place by your food-store? 10Will he be pulling your
plough with cords, turning up the valleys after you? 11Will you put your faith in him,
because his strength is great? will you give the fruit of your work into his care? 12Will
you be looking for him to comeback, and get in your seed to the crushing-floor? 13 Is the
wingof theostrich feeble, or is it because shehasno feathers, 14That sheputshereggson
the earth, warming them in the dust, 15Without a thought that theymay be crushed by
the foot, andbrokenby thebeasts of thefield? 16She is cruel to her youngones, as if they
were not hers; her work is to no purpose; she has no fear. 17For God has taken wisdom
from her mind, and given her no measure of knowledge. 18When she is shaking her
wings on high, shemakes sport of the horse and of himwho is seated on him. 19Do you
give strength to the horse? is it by your hand that his neck is clothed with power? 20 Is
it through you that he is shaking like a locust, in the pride of his loud-sounding breath?
21He is stampingwith joy in the valley; hemakes sport of fear. 22 In his strength he goes
out against the arms of war, turning not away from the sword. 23 The bow is sounding
against him; he sees the shining point of spear and arrow. 24Shakingwith passion, he is
biting the earth; he is not able to keep quiet at the sound of the horn; 25When it comes
to his ears he says, Aha! He is smelling the fight from far off, and hearing the thunder
of the captains, and the war-cries. 26 Is it through your knowledge that the hawk takes
his flight, stretching out his wings to the south? 27Or is it by your orders that the eagle
goes up, and makes his resting-place on high? 28On the rock is his house, and on the
mountain-top his strong place. 29From there he is watching for food; his eye sees it far
off. 30His young have blood for their drink, and where the dead bodies are, there is he
to be seen.

40
1 ... 2 Will he who is protesting give teaching to the Ruler of all? Let him who has

arguments to put forward against God give an answer. 3And Job said in answer to the
Lord, 4 Truly, I am of no value; what answer may I give to you? I will put my hand on
mymouth. 5 I have said once, and even twice, what was inmymind, but I will not do so
again. 6 Then the Lord made answer to Job out of the storm-wind, and said, 7Get your
strength together like a man of war: I will put questions to you, and you will give me
the answers. 8Will you even make my right of no value? will you say that I am wrong
in order tomake clear that you are right? 9Have you an arm like God? have you a voice
of thunder like his? 10 Put on the ornaments of your pride; be clothed with glory and
power: 11 Let your wrath be overflowing; let your eyes see all the sons of pride, and
make them low. 12 Send destruction on all who are lifted up, pulling down the sinners
from their places. 13Let them be covered together in the dust; let their faces be dark in
the secret place of the underworld. 14 Then I will give praise to you, saying that your
right hand is able to give you salvation. 15See now the Great Beast, whom Imade, even
as I made you; he takes grass for food, like the ox. 16His strength is in his body, and
his force in the muscles of his stomach. 17His tail is curving like a cedar; the muscles
of his legs are joined together. 18His bones are pipes of brass, his legs are like rods of
iron. 19He is the chief of the ways of God, made by him for his pleasure. 20He takes the
produceof themountains,where all thebeasts of thefield are at play. 21He takeshis rest
under the trees of the river, and in the pool, under the shade of thewater-plants. 22He is
covered by the branches of the trees; the grasses of the stream are round him. 23Truly,
if the river is overflowing, it gives himno cause for fear; he has no sense of danger, even
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if Jordan is rushing against hismouth. 24Will anyone take himwhenhe is on thewatch,
or put metal teeth through his nose?

41
1 Is it possible for Leviathan to be pulled out with a fish-hook, or for a hook to be put

through theboneofhismouth? 2Will youputa cord intohisnose, or takehimawaywith
a cord round his tongue? 3Will hemake prayers to you, or say soft words to you? 4Will
he make an agreement with you, so that youmay take him as a servant for ever? 5Will
youmake sport with him, as with a bird? or put him in chains for your young women?
6Will the fishermenmake profit out of him? will they have him cut up for the traders?
7Will you put sharp-pointed irons into his skin, or fish-spears into his head? 8Only put
your hand on him, and see what a fight you will have; you will not do it again! 9 Truly,
the hope of his attacker is false; he is overcome even on seeing him! 10He is so cruel
that no one is ready to go against him. Who then is able to keep his place before me?
11Who ever went against me, and got the better of me? There is no one under heaven!
12 I will not keep quiet about the parts of his body, or about his power, and the strength
of his frame. 13Who has ever taken off his outer skin? who may come inside his inner
coat of iron? 14Who hasmade open the doors of his face? Fear is round about his teeth.
15His back is made of lines of plates, joined tight together, one against the other, like a
stamp. 16One is so near to the other that no air may come between them. 17 They take
a grip of one another; they are joined together, so that they may not be parted. 18His
sneezings give out flames, and his eyes are like the eyes of the dawn. 19Out of hismouth
go burning lights, and flames of fire are jumping up. 20 Smoke comes out of his nose,
like a pot boiling on the fire. 21His breath puts fire to coals, and a flame goes out of his
mouth. 22 Strength is in his neck, and fear goes dancing before him. 23 The plates of
his flesh are joined together, fixed, and not to be moved. 24His heart is as strong as a
stone, hard as the lower crushing-stone. 25When he gets ready for the fight, the strong
are overcome with fear. 26The sword may come near him but is not able to go through
him; the spear, or the arrow, or the sharp-pointed iron. 27 Iron is to himas dry grass, and
brass as soft wood. 28 The arrow is not able to put him to flight: stones are no more to
him than dry stems. 29A thick stick is no better than a leaf of grass, and hemakes sport
of the onrush of the spear. 30 Under him are sharp edges of broken pots: as if he was
pulling a grain-crushing instrument over the wet earth. 31The deep is boiling like a pot
of spices, and the sea like a perfume-vessel. 32After him his way is shining, so that the
deep seems white. 33On earth there is not another like him, who is made without fear.
34Everything which is high goes in fear of him; he is king over all the sons of pride.

42
1And Job said in answer to the Lord, 2 I see that you are able to do every thing, and

to give effect to all your designs. 3Who is this who makes dark the purpose of God by
words without knowledge? For I have been talking without knowledge about wonders
not to be searched out. 4 Give ear to me, and I will say what is in my mind; I will put
questions to you, and youwill giveme the answers. 5Word of you had come tomy ears,
but now my eye has seen you. 6 For this cause I give witness that what I said is false,
and in sorrow I take my seat in the dust. 7 And it came about, after he had said these
words to Job, that the Lord said to Eliphaz the Temanite, I am very angry with you and
your two friends, because you have not said what is right about me, as my servant Job
has. 8And now, take seven oxen and seven sheep, and go to my servant Job, and give
a burned offering for yourselves, and my servant Job will make prayer for you, that I
may not send punishment on you; because you have not said what is right about me,
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as my servant Job has. 9And Eliphaz the Temanite, and Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar
theNaamathite, went and did as the Lord had said. And the Lord gave ear to Job. 10And
the Lordmade up to Job for all his losses, after he hadmade prayer for his friends: and
all Job had before was increased by the Lord twice asmuch. 11And all his brothers and
sisters, and his friends of earlier days, came and took food with him in his house; and
made clear their grief for him, and gave him comfort for all the evil which the Lord had
sent on him; and they all gave him a bit of money and a gold ring. 12 And the Lord's
blessing was greater on the end of Job's life than on its start: and so he came to have
fourteen thousand sheep and goats, and six thousand camels, and two thousand oxen,
and a thousand she-asses. 13Andhehad seven sons and three daughters. 14Andhe gave
the first the name of Jemimah, the second Keziah, and the third Keren-happuch; 15And
there were no women so beautiful as the daughters of Job in all the earth: and their
father gave them a heritage among their brothers. 16And after this Job had a hundred
and fortyyearsof life, andsawhis sons, andhis sons' sons, even fourgenerations. 17And
Job came to his end, old and full of days.
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The Psalms
1

1Happy is the man who does not go in the company of sinners, or take his place in the
way of evil-doers, or in the seat of those who do not give honour to the Lord.

2Butwhosedelight is in the lawof theLord, andwhosemind is onhis lawday andnight.
3He will be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, which gives its fruit at the right

time, whose leaveswill ever be green; and hewill dowell in all his undertakings.
4 The evil-doers are not so; but are like the dust from the grain, which the wind takes

away.
5 For this cause there will be no mercy for sinners when they are judged, and the evil-

doers will have no place among the upright,
6Because the Lord sees the way of the upright, but the end of the sinner is destruction.

2
1Why are the nations so violently moved, and why are the thoughts of the people so

foolish?
2The kings of the earth have taken their place, and the rulers are fixed in their purpose,

against the Lord, and against the king of his selection, saying,
3Let their chains be broken, and their cords taken from off us.
4 Then he whose seat is in the heavens will be laughing: the Lord will make sport of

them.
5Thenwill his angry words come to their ears, and by his wrath they will be troubled:
6But I have put my king onmy holy hill of Zion.
7 I will make clear the Lord's decision: he has said to me, You are my son, this day have

I given you being.
8Make your request to me, and I will give you the nations for your heritage, and the

farthest limits of the earth will be under your hand.
9They will be ruled by you with a rod of iron; they will be broken like a potter's vessel.
10 So now be wise, you kings: take his teaching, you judges of the earth.
11Give worship to the Lord with fear, kissing his feet and giving him honour,
12 For fear that he may be angry, causing destruction to come on you, because he is

quickly moved to wrath. Happy are all those who put their faith in him.

3
A Psalm. Of David. When he went in flight from Absalom his son.
1Lord, how greatly are they increasedwhomake attacks onme! in great numbers they

come against me.
2Unnumbered are those who say of my soul, There is no help for him in God. (Selah.)
3But your strength, O Lord, is roundme, you aremy glory and the lifter up of my head.
4 I send up a cry to the Lordwithmyvoice, and he givesme an answer fromhis holy hill.

(Selah.)
5 I tookmy rest in sleep, and then again I was awake; for the Lord wasmy support.
6 I will have no fear, though ten thousand have come round me, putting themselves

against me.
7Come tome, Lord; keepme safe, Omy God; for you have given all my haters blows on

their face-bones; the teeth of the evil-doers have been broken by you.
8 Salvation comes from the Lord; your blessing is on your people. (Selah.)
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4
To the chief music-maker on corded instruments. A Psalm. Of David.
1Give answer to my cry, O God of my righteousness; make me free from my troubles;

havemercy onme, and give ear to my prayer.
2O you sons of men, how long will you go on turning my glory into shame? how long

will you give your love to foolish things, going after what is false? (Selah.)
3 See how the Lord has made great his mercy for me; the Lord will give ear to my cry.
4 Let there be fear in your hearts, and do no sin; have bitter feelings on your bed, but

make no sound. (Selah.)
5Give the offerings of righteousness, and put your faith in the Lord.
6 There are numbers who say, Who will do us any good? the light of his face has gone

from us.
7 Lord, you have put joy in my heart, more than they have when their grain and their

wine are increased.
8 I will takemy rest onmy bed in peace, because you only, Lord, keepme safe.

5
To the chief music-maker on wind instruments. A Psalm. Of David.
1Give ear to mywords, O Lord; give thought to my heart-searchings.
2 Let the voice of my cry come to you, my King and my God; for to you will I make my

prayer.
3Myvoicewill come to you in themorning, OLord; in themorningwill I sendmyprayer

to you, and keep watch.
4For you are not a God who takes pleasure in wrongdoing; there is no evil with you.
5The sons of pride have no place before you; you are a hater of all workers of evil.
6Youwill send destruction on those whose words are false; the cruel man and theman

of deceit are hated by the Lord.
7 But as for me, I will come into your house, in the full measure of your mercy; and in

your fear I will give worship, turningmy eyes to your holy Temple.
8 Be my guide, O Lord, in the ways of your righteousness, because of those who are

against me; make your way straight before my face.
9For no faithmay be put in their words; their inner part is nothing but evil; their throat

is like an open place for the dead; smooth are the words of their tongues.
10 Send them to destruction, O Lord; let their evil designs be the cause of their fall;

let them be forced out by all their sins; because they have gone against your
authority.

11But let all those who put their faith in you be gladwith cries of joy at all times, and let
all the lovers of your name be glad in you.

12For you, Lord, will send a blessing on the upright man; your grace will be round him,
and youwill be his strength.

6
To the chief music-maker on corded instruments, on the Sheminith. A Psalm. Of David.
1O Lord, do not be bitter with me in your wrath; do not send punishment on me in the

heat of your passion.
2Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am wasted away: make me well, for even my bones

are troubled.
3My soul is in bitter trouble; and you, O Lord, how long?
4Come back, O Lord, makemy soul free; O give me salvation because of yourmercy.
5For in death there is nomemory of you; in the underworld whowill give you praise?
6 The voice of my sorrow is a weariness to me; all the night I make my bed wet with

weeping; it is watered by the drops flowing frommy eyes.
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7My eyes are wasting away with trouble; they are becoming old because of all those
who are against me.

8 Go from me, all you workers of evil; for the Lord has given ear to the voice of my
weeping.

9The Lord has given ear to my request; the Lord has let my prayer come before him.
10Let all those who are against me be shamed and deeply troubled; let them be turned

back and suddenly put to shame.

7
Shiggaion of David; a song which he made to the Lord, about the words of Cush the
Benjamite.
1O Lord my God, I put my faith in you; take me out of the hands of him who is cruel to

me, andmakeme free;
2 So that hemay not come rushing onmy soul like a lion, wounding it, while there is no

one to bemy saviour.
3O Lordmy God, if I have done this; if my hands have done any wrong;
4 If I have given back evil to him who did evil to me, or have taken anything from him

whowas against mewithout cause;
5 Let my hater go after my soul and take it; let my life be crushed to the earth, and my

honour into the dust. (Selah.)
6Come up, Lord, in your wrath; be lifted up against my haters; be awake, my God, give

orders for the judging.
7Themeeting of the nationswill be round you; take your seat, then, over them, on high.
8 The Lord will be judge of the peoples; give a decision for me, O Lord, because of my

righteousness, and let my virtue have its reward.
9O let the evil of the evil-doer come to an end, but give strength to the upright: formen's

minds and hearts are tested by the God of righteousness.
10God, who is the saviour of the upright in heart, is my breastplate.
11God is the judge of the upright, and is angry with the evil-doers every day.
12 If aman is not turned fromhis evil, hewillmake his sword sharp; his bow is bent and

ready.
13He has made ready for him the instruments of death; he makes his arrows flames of

fire.
14That man is a worker of evil; the seed of wrongdoing has given birth to deceit.
15He hasmade a hole deep in the earth, and is falling into the hole which he has made
16His wrongdoingwill come back to him, and his violent behaviourwill come down on

his head.
17 I will give praise to the Lord for his righteousness; I will make a song to the name of

the LordMost High.

8
To the chief music-maker on the Gittith. A Psalm. Of David.
1O Lord, our Lord, whose glory is higher than the heavens, how noble is your name in

all the earth!
2 You have made clear your strength even out of the mouths of babies at the breast,

because of those who are against you; so that you may put to shame the cruel
and violent man.

3When I see your heavens, thework of your fingers, themoon and the stars, which you
have put in their places;

4 What is man, that you keep him in mind? the son of man, that you take him into
account?
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5For you havemade him only a little lower than the gods, crowning himwith glory and
honour.

6You havemade him ruler over theworks of your hands; you have put all things under
his feet;

7All sheep and oxen, and all the beasts of the field;
8The birds of the air and the fish of the sea, andwhatever goes through the deepwaters

of the seas.
9O Lord, our Lord, how noble is your name in all the earth!

9
To the chief music-maker onMuthlabben. A Psalm. Of David.
1 Iwill give youpraise, OLord,with allmyheart; Iwillmake clear all thewonder of your

works.
2 Iwill be glad andhave delight in you: Iwillmake a song of praise to your name, OMost

High.
3Whenmy haters are turned back, they will be broken and overcome before you.
4 For you gave approval to my right and my cause; you were seated in your high place

judging in righteousness.
5 You have said sharp words to the nations, you have sent destruction on the sinners,

you have put an end to their name for ever and ever.
6 You have given their towns to destruction; the memory of them has gone; they have

becomewaste for ever.
7But the Lord is King for ever: he has made ready his high seat for judging.
8 And he will be the judge of the world in righteousness, giving true decisions for the

peoples.
9The Lord will be a high tower for those who are crushed down, a high tower in times

of trouble;
10And thosewho have knowledge of your namewill put their faith in you; because you,

Lord, have ever given your help to those whowere waiting for you.
11Make songs of praise to the Lord, whose house is in Zion: make his doings clear to the

people.
12 When he makes search for blood, he has them in his memory: he is not without

thought for the cry of the poor.
13Have mercy on me, O Lord, and see how I am troubled by my haters; let me be lifted

up from the doors of death;
14So that I maymake clear all your praise in the house of the daughter of Zion: I will be

glad because of your salvation.
15Thenations have gonedown into theholewhich theymade: in their secret net is their

foot taken.
16The Lord has given knowledge of himself through his judging: the evil-doer is taken

in the net which his hands hadmade. (Higgaion. Selah.)
17 The sinners and all the nations who have no memory of God will be turned into the

underworld.
18 For the poor will not be without help; the hopes of those in need will not be crushed

for ever.
19Up! O Lord; let not man overcome you: let the nations be judged before you.
20Put them in fear, O Lord, so that the nations may see that they are only men. (Selah.)

10
1Why do you keep far away, O Lord? why are you not to be seen in times of trouble?
2 The evil-doer in his pride is cruel to the poor; let him be taken by the tricks of his

invention.



Psalms 10:3 492 Psalms 12:2

3For the evil-doer is lifted up because of the purpose of his heart, and hewhosemind is
fixed onwealth is turned away from the Lord, saying evil against him.

4The evil-doer in his pride says, Godwill not make a search. All his thoughts are, There
is no God.

5His ways are ever fixed; your decisions are higher than he may see: as for his haters,
they are as nothing to him.

6He has said in his heart, I will not bemoved: through all generations I will never be in
trouble.

7 His mouth is full of cursing and deceit and false words: under his tongue are evil
purposes and dark thoughts.

8He iswaiting in the dark places of the towns: in the secret places he puts to death those
who have done no wrong: his eyes are secretly turned against the poor.

9He keeps himself in a secret place like a lion in his hole, waiting to put his hands on the
poorman, and pulling him into his net.

10 The upright are crushed and made low, and the feeble are overcome by his strong
ones.

11He says in his heart, God has nomemory ofme: his face is turned away; hewill never
see it.

12Up! O Lord; let your hand be lifted: give thought to the poor.
13Why has the evil-doer a low opinion of God, saying in his heart, You will not make

search for it?
14You have seen it; for your eyes are on sorrow and grief, to take it into your hand: the

poorman puts his faith in you; you have been the helper of the child who has no
father.

15Let the arm of the sinner and the evil-doer be broken; go on searching for his sin till
there is nomore.

16The Lord is King for ever and ever; the nations are gone from his land.
17Lord, you have given ear to the prayer of the poor: youwill make strong their hearts,

you will give them a hearing:
18To give decision for the child without a father and for the broken-hearted, so that the

man of the earthmay no longer be feared.

11
For the chief music-maker. Of David.
1 In the Lord put I my faith; how will you say to my soul, Go in flight like a bird to the

mountain?
2 See, the bows of the evil-doers are bent, they make ready their arrows on the cord, so

that theymay send them secretly against the upright in heart.
3 If the bases are broken down, what is the upright man to do?
4The Lord is in his holy Temple, the Lord's seat is in heaven; his eyes are watching and

testing the children of men.
5The Lord puts the upright and the sinner to the test, but he has hate in his soul for the

lover of violent acts.
6On the evil-doer he will send down fire and flames, and a burning wind; with these

will their cup be full.
7For the Lord is upright; he is a lover of righteousness: the upright will see his face.

12
For the chief music-maker on the Sheminith. A Psalm. Of David.
1 Send help, Lord, for mercy has come to an end; there is no more faith among the

children of men.
2Everyone says falsewords tohis neighbour: their tongues are smooth in their talk, and

their hearts are full of deceit.
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3The smooth lips and the tongue of pride will be cut off by the Lord.
4Theyhave said,With our tongueswillwe overcome; our lips are ours: who is lord over

us?
5Because of the crushing of the poor and the weeping of those in need, nowwill I come

to his help, says the Lord; I will give him the salvation which he is desiring.
6Thewords of the Lord are truewords: like silver tested by fire and burned clean seven

times.
7Youwill keep them, O Lord, you will keep them safe from this generation for ever.
8 The sinners are walking on every side, and evil is honoured among the children of

men.

13
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of David.
1Will you for ever putmeout of yourmemory, OLord? will your face for ever be turned

away fromme?
2How long ismy soul to be in doubt, with sorrow inmy heart all the day? how longwill

he who is against me be given power over me?
3 Let my voice come before you, and give me an answer, O Lord my God; let your light

be shining onme, so that the sleep of deathmay not overtakeme;
4 And he who is against me may not say, I have overcome him; and those who are

troublingmemay not be glad when I ammoved.
5But I have had faith in yourmercy; my heart will be glad in your salvation.
6 I will make a song to the Lord, because he has givenmemy reward.

14
To the chief music-maker. Of David.
1The foolishmanhas said in his heart, Godwill not do anything. They are unclean, they

have done evil works; there is not one who does good.
2The Lord was looking down from heaven on the children of men, to see if there were

any who had wisdom, searching after God.
3Theyhave all gone out of theway together; they are unclean, there is not onewhodoes

good, no, not one.
4Have all theworkers of evil no knowledge? they takemypeople for food as theywould

take bread; theymake no prayer to the Lord.
5Thenwere they in great fear: for God is in the generation of the upright.
6You have put to shame the thoughts of the poor, but the Lord is his support.
7May the salvation of Israel come out of Zion! when the fate of his people is changed by

the Lord, Jacob will have joy and Israel will be glad.

15
A Psalm. Of David.
1Lord, whomay have a resting-place in your tent, a living-place on your holy hill?
2Hewho goes on his way uprightly, doing righteousness, and saying what is true in his

heart;
3Whose tongue is not false, who does no evil to his friend, and does not take away the

good name of his neighbour;
4Who gives honour to thosewho have the fear of the Lord, turning away fromhimwho

has not the Lord's approval. Hewho takes an oath against himself, andmakes no
change.

5 He who does not put out his money at interest, or for payment give false decisions
against men who have done no wrong. He who does these things will never be
moved.
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16
Michtam. Of David.
1Keepme safe, O God: for in you I have put my faith.
2Omy soul, you have said to the Lord, You aremy Lord: I have no good but you.
3As for the saints who are in the earth, they are the noble in whom is all my delight.
4 Their sorrows will be increased who go after another god: I will not take drink

offerings from their hands, or take their names onmy lips.
5The Lord is my heritage and the wine of my cup; you are the supporter of my right.
6Fair are the places marked out for me; I have a noble heritage.
7 I will give praise to the Lordwho has beenmy guide; knowledge comes tome frommy

thoughts in the night.
8 I have put the Lord beforeme at all times; because he is at my right hand, I will not be

moved.
9Because of thismy heart is glad, andmy glory is full of joy: whilemyflesh takes its rest

in hope.
10For youwill not letmy soul be prisoned in the underworld; youwill not let your loved

one see the place of death.
11Youwill make clear tome theway of life; where you are joy is complete; in your right

hand there are pleasures for ever and ever.

17
A Prayer. Of David.
1Letmy cause come to your ears, O Lord, give attention tomy cry; give ear tomy prayer

which goes not out from false lips.
2Bemy judge; for your eyes see what is right.
3 You have put my heart to the test, searching me in the night; you have put me to the

test and seen no evil purpose inme; I will keepmymouth from sin.
4As for the works of men, by the word of your lips I have kept myself from the ways of

the violent.
5 I have kept my feet in your ways, my steps have not been turned away.
6Mycryhasgoneup toyou, for youwill givemeananswer,OGod: let yourearbe turned

to me, and give attention to mywords.
7Make clear the wonder of your mercy, O saviour of those who put their faith in your

right hand, from those who come out against them.
8Keepme as the light of your eyes, coveringmewith the shade of your wings,
9From the evil-doerswho are violent tome, and from thosewho are roundme, desiring

my death.
10They are shut up in their fat: with their mouths they say words of pride.
11They have made a circle round our steps: their eyes are fixed on us, forcing us down

to the earth;
12Like a lion desiring its food, and like a young lion waiting in secret places.
13Up! Lord, come out against him, make him low, with your sword bemy saviour from

the evil-doer.
14With your hand, O Lord, frommen, even men of the world, whose heritage is in this

life, and whom you make full with your secret wealth: they are full of children;
after their death their offspring take the rest of their goods.

15As forme, Iwill see your face in righteousness: when I amawake itwill be joy enough
for me to see your form.
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18
To the chief music-maker. Of the servant of the Lord, of David, who said the words of
this song to the Lord on the day when the Lord made him free from the hand of all his
haters, and from the hand of Saul; and he said,
1 I will give youmy love, O Lord, my strength.
2The Lord is my Rock, mywalled town, andmy saviour; my God, my Rock, in himwill I

put my faith; my breastplate, and the horn of my salvation, andmy high tower.
3 Iwill sendupmy cry to the Lord,who is to be praised; sowill I bemade safe from those

who are against me.
4The cords of death were roundme, and the seas of evil put me in fear.
5The cords of hell were roundme: the nets of death came onme.
6 In my trouble my voice went up to the Lord, and my cry to my God: my voice came

to his hearing in his holy Temple, and my prayer came before him, even into his
ears.

7Then troubleandshockcameon theearth; and thebasesof themountainsweremoved
and shaking, because he was angry.

8Therewent up a smoke fromhis nose, and afire of destruction fromhismouth: flames
were lighted by it.

9The heavens were bent, so that hemight come down; and it was dark under his feet.
10And he went in flight through the air, seated on a storm-cloud: going quickly on the

wings of the wind.
11Hemade the dark his secret place; his tent round himwas the dark waters and thick

clouds of the skies.
12Before his shining light his dark clouds went past, raining ice and fire.
13 The Lord made thunder in the heavens, and the voice of the Highest was sounding

out: a rain of ice and fire.
14He sent out his arrows, driving them in all directions; by his flames of fire they were

troubled.
15 Then the deep beds of the waters were seen, and the bases of the world were

uncovered, because of your words of wrath, O Lord, because of the breath from
yourmouth.

16He sent from on high, he tookme, pulling me out of great waters.
17Hemademe free frommystronghater, and from thosewhowere againstme, because

they were stronger than I.
18They came onme in the day of my trouble; but the Lord wasmy support.
19He tookme out into a wide place; he wasmy saviour because he had delight in me.
20 The Lord gives me the reward of my righteousness, because my hands are clean

before him.
21For I have kept theways of the Lord; I have not been turned away in sin frommyGod.
22For all his decisions were before me, and I did not put away his laws fromme.
23And I was upright before him, and I kept myself from sin.
24 Because of this the Lord has given me the reward of my righteousness, because my

hands are clean in his eyes.
25On himwho hasmercy you will havemercy; to the upright you will be upright;
26Hewho is holywill see that you are holy; but to themanwhoseway is not straight you

will be a hard judge.
27For you are the saviour of thosewho are in trouble; but eyes full of pridewill bemade

low.
28You, O Lord, will be my light; by you, my God, the dark will be made bright for me.
29 By your help I have made a way through the wall which was shutting me in; by the

help of my God I have gone over a wall.



Psalms 18:30 496 Psalms 19:9

30 As for God, his way is completely good; the word of the Lord is tested; he is a
breastplate for all those who put their faith in him.

31For who is God but the Lord? or who is a Rock but our God?
32God puts a strong band about me, guidingme in a straight way.
33Hemakesmy feet like roes' feet, and puts me on high places.
34Hemakesmy hands expert in war, so that a bow of brass is bent bymy arms.
35 You have given me the breastplate of your salvation: your right hand has been my

support, and yourmercy has mademe great.
36You havemademy steps wide underme, so that my feet are kept from slipping.
37 I go after my haters and overtake them; not turning back till they are all overcome.
38 I will give themwounds, so that they are not able to get up: they are stretched under

my feet.
39 For I have been armed by you with strength for the fight: you have made low under

me those who come out against me.
40By you their backs are turned in flight, so that my haters are cut off.
41 They were crying out, but there was no one to come to their help: even to the Lord,

but he gave them no answer.
42Then they were crushed as small as dust before the wind; they were drained out like

the waste of the streets.
43You havemademe free from the fightings of the people; you havemademe the head

of the nations: a people of whom I had no knowledge will be my servants.
44 From the time when my name comes to their ears they will be ruled by me: men of

other countries will, with false hearts, put themselves under my authority.
45Theywill bewasting away, theywill come out of their secret places shakingwith fear.
46The Lord is living; praise be tomy Rock, and let the God ofmy salvation be honoured.
47 It is God who sends punishment onmy haters, and puts peoples under my rule.
48Hemakesme free frommyhaters; I am lifted up over thosewho come up againstme:

you havemademe free from the violent man.
49Because of this Iwill give you praise, O Lord, among the nations, andwillmake a song

of praise to your name.
50 Great salvation does he give to his king; he has mercy on the king of his selection,

David, and on his seed for ever.

19
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of David.
1 The heavens are sounding the glory of God; the arch of the sky makes clear the work

of his hands.
2Day after day it sends out its word, and night after night it gives knowledge.
3There are no words or language; their voice makes no sound.
4Their line has gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world.

In them has he put a tent for the sun,
5Who is like a newlymarriedman coming from his bride-tent, and is glad like a strong

runner starting on his way.
6His going out is from the end of the heaven, and his circle to the ends of it; there is

nothing which is not open to his heat.
7The lawof theLord is good, givingnewlife to the soul: thewitnessof theLord is certain,

giving wisdom to the foolish.
8 The orders of the Lord are right, making glad the heart: the rule of the Lord is holy,

giving light to the eyes.
9The fear of the Lord is clean, and has no end; the decisions of the Lord are true and full

of righteousness.
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10More to be desired are they than gold, even thanmuch shining gold; sweeter than the
dropping honey.

11By them is your servantmade conscious of danger, and in keeping them there is great
reward.

12Who has full knowledge of his errors? makeme clean from secret evil.
13Keep your servant back from sins of pride; let them not have rule over me: then will

I be upright and free from great sin.
14Let the words of my mouth and the thoughts of my heart be pleasing in your eyes, O

Lord, my strength andmy salvation.

20
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of David.
1May the Lord give ear to you in the day of trouble; may you be placed on high by the

name of the God of Jacob;
2May he send you help from the holy place, and give you strength from Zion;
3May he keep all your offerings in mind, and be pleased with the fat of your burned

offerings; (Selah.)
4May he give you your heart's desire, and put all your purposes into effect.
5Wewill be glad in your salvation, and in the name of our Godwewill put up our flags:

may the Lord give you all your requests.
6Now am I certain that the Lord gives salvation to his king; he will give him an answer

from his holy heaven with the strength of salvation in his right hand.
7Someput their faith in carriages and some in horses; butwewill be strong in the name

of the Lord our God.
8They are bent down andmade low; but we have been lifted up.
9Come to our help, Lord: let the king give ear to our cry.

21
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of David.
1 The king will be glad in your strength, O Lord; how great will be his delight in your

salvation!
2 You have given him his heart's desire, and have not kept back the request of his lips.

(Selah.)
3 For you go before him with the blessings of good things: you put a crown of fair gold

on his head.
4Hemade request to you for life, and you gave it to him, long life for ever and ever.
5His glory is great in your salvation: honour and authority have you put on him.
6For you havemade him a blessing for ever: you have given him joy in the light of your

face.
7For the king has faith in the Lord, and through the mercy of the Most High he will not

bemoved.
8 Your hand will make a search for all your haters; your right hand will be hard on all

those who are against you.
9 You will make them like a flaming oven before you; the Lord in his wrath will put an

end to them, and they will be burned up in the fire.
10 Their fruit will be cut off from the earth, and their seed from among the children of

men.
11 For their thoughts were bitter against you: they had an evil design in their minds,

which they were not able to put into effect.
12Their backs will be turnedwhen youmake ready the cords of your bow against their

faces.
13Be lifted up, O Lord, in your strength; so will wemake songs in praise of your power.
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22
To the chief music-maker on Aijeleth-hash-shahar. A Psalm. Of David.
1MyGod,myGod, why are you turned away fromme? why are you so far fromhelping

me, and from the words of my crying?
2OmyGod, Imakemy cry in the day, and you give no answer; and in thenight, andhave

no rest.
3But you are holy, O you who are seated among the praises of Israel.
4Our fathers had faith in you: they had faith and youwere their saviour.
5They sent up their cry to you andweremade free: they put their faith in you andwere

not put to shame.
6But I am aworm and not a man; cursed bymen, and looked down on by the people.
7 I am laughed at by all thosewho seeme: pushing out their lips and shaking their heads

they say,
8Heput his faith in the Lord; let the Lord be his saviour now: let the Lord be his saviour,

because he had delight in him.
9But it was you who took care of me from the day of my birth: you gave me faith even

frommymother's breasts.
10 I was in your hands even before my birth; you are my God from the time when I was

inmymother's body.
11Be not far fromme, for trouble is near; there is no one to give help.
12A great herd of oxen is roundme: I am shut in by the strong oxen of Bashan.
13 I saw their mouths wide open, like lions crying after food.
14 I am flowing away like water, and all my bones are out of place: my heart is like wax,

it has become soft in my body.
15My throat is dry like a broken vessel; my tongue is fixed to the roof of mymouth, and

the dust of death is onmy lips.
16Dogs have come roundme: I am shut in by the band of evil-doers; theymadewounds

inmy hands and feet.
17 I am able to see all my bones; their looks are fixed onme:
18 They make a division of my robes among them, by the decision of chance they take

my clothing.
19Do not be far fromme, O Lord: Omy strength, come quickly to my help.
20Makemy soul safe from the sword, my life from the power of the dog.
21Bemy saviour from the lion's mouth; let me go free from the horns of the cruel oxen.
22 I will give the knowledge of your name to my brothers: I will give you praise among

the people.
23You who have fear of the Lord, give him praise; all you seed of Jacob, give him glory;

go in fear of him, all you seed of Israel.
24 For he has not been unmoved by the pain of him who is troubled; or kept his face

covered from him; but he has given an answer to his cry.
25My praise will be of you in the great meeting: I will make my offerings before his

worshippers.
26 The poor will have a feast of good things: those who make search for the Lord will

give him praise: your heart will have life for ever.
27All the ends of the earthwill keep it inmind andbe turned to the Lord: all the families

of the nations will give himworship.
28For the kingdom is the Lord's; he is the ruler among the nations.
29All the fat ones of the earth will give him worship; all those who go down to the dust

will make themselves low before him, even hewho has not enough for the life of
his soul.
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30A seedwill be his servant; the doings of the Lordwill bemade clear to the generation
which comes after.

31Theywill come andmake his righteousness clear to a people of the future because he
has done this.

23
A Psalm. Of David.
1The Lord takes care of me as his sheep; I will not be without any good thing.
2Hemakes a resting-place forme in the green fields: he ismy guide by the quietwaters.
3He gives new life to my soul: he is my guide in the ways of righteousness because of

his name.
4Yes, though I go through the valley of deep shade, Iwill have no fear of evil; for you are

withme, your rod and your support are my comfort.
5Youmake ready a table forme in front ofmy haters: you put oil onmy head;my cup is

overflowing.
6Truly, blessing andmercywill bewithme all the days ofmy life; and Iwill have a place

in the house of the Lord all my days.

24
A Psalm. Of David.
1The earth is the Lord's, with all its wealth; the world and all the people living in it.
2For by him it was based on the seas, andmade strong on the deep rivers.
3Whomay go up into the hill of the Lord? and whomay come into his holy place?
4He who has clean hands and a true heart; whose desire has not gone out to foolish

things, who has not taken a false oath.
5Hewill have blessing from the Lord, and righteousness from the God of his salvation.
6This is the generation of thosewhosehearts are turned to you, even to your face, OGod

of Jacob. (Selah.)
7Let your heads be lifted up, O doors; be lifted up, O you eternal doors: that the King of

glorymay come in.
8Who is the King of glory? The Lord of strength and power, the Lord strong in war.
9Let your heads be lifted up, O doors; let thembe lifted up, O you eternal doors: that the

King of glorymay come in.
10Who is the King of glory? The Lord of armies, he is the King of glory. (Selah.)

25
Of David.
1To you, O Lord, my soul is lifted up.
2 O my God, I have put my faith in you, let me not be shamed; let not my haters be

glorying over me.
3Let no servant of yours be put to shame; may those be shamed who are false without

cause.
4Make your steps clear to me, O Lord; give me knowledge of your ways.
5 Be my guide and teacher in the true way; for you are the God of my salvation; I am

waiting for your word all the day.
6O Lord, keep inmind your pity and yourmercies; for they have been from the earliest

times.
7Do not keep in mind my sins when I was young, or my wrongdoing: let your memory

of me be full of mercy, O Lord, because of your righteousness.
8Good and upright is the Lord: so he will be the teacher of sinners in the way.
9Hewill be an upright guide to the poor in spirit: he will make his way clear to them.
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10All the ways of the Lord are mercy and good faith for those who keep his agreement
and his witness.

11Because of yourname, OLord, letmehave forgiveness formy sin,which is very great.
12 If amanhas the fearof theLord, theLordwill behis teacher in thewayofhis pleasure.
13His soul will be full of good things, and his seed will have the earth for its heritage.
14 The secret of the Lord is with those in whose hearts is the fear of him; he will make

his agreement clear to them.
15My eyes are turned to the Lord at all times; for he will takemy feet out of the net.
16Be turned to me, and havemercy onme; for I am troubled and have no helper.
17The troubles of my heart are increased: O takeme out of my sorrows.
18Give thought to my grief andmy pain; and take away all my sins.
19 See how those who are against me are increased, for bitter is their hate of me.
20O keep my soul, and take me out of danger: let me not be shamed, for I have put my

faith in you.
21Formy clean and upright ways keepme safe, becausemy hope is in you.
22Give Israel salvation, O God, out of all his troubles.

26
Of David.
1O Lord, be my judge, for my behaviour has been upright: I have put my faith in the

Lord, I am not in danger of slipping.
2Putme in the scales, O Lord, so that Imaybe tested; let thefiremake cleanmy thoughts

andmy heart.
3For yourmercy is before my eyes; and I have gone in the way of your good faith.
4 I have not takenmy seat with foolish persons, and I do not go with false men.
5 I have been a hater of the band ofwrongdoers, and Iwill not be seated among sinners.
6 I will makemy hands clean from sin; so will I go round your altar, O Lord;
7 That I may give out the voice of praise, and make public all the wonders which you

have done.
8Lord, your house has been dear to me, and the resting-place of your glory.
9Let not my soul be numbered among sinners, or my life amongmen of blood;
10 In whose hands are evil designs, and whose right hands take money for judging

falsely.
11But as for me, I will go on inmy upright ways: bemy saviour, and havemercy onme.
12 I have a safe resting-place formy feet; I will give praise to the Lord in themeetings of

the people.

27
Of David.
1 The Lord is my light and my salvation; who is then a cause of fear to me? the Lord is

the strength of my life; who is a danger to me?
2When evil-doers, even my haters, came on me to put an end to me, they were broken

and put to shame.
3 Even if an army came against me with its tents, my heart would have no fear: if war

wasmade onme, my faith would not bemoved.
4One prayer have I made to the Lord, and this is my heart's desire; that I may have a

place in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, looking on his glory, and
getting wisdom in his Temple.

5For in the time of trouble hewill keepme safe in his tent: in the secret place of his tent
he will keepme frommen's eyes; high on a rock he will put me.
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6And nowmy headwill be lifted up higher thanmy haters who are roundme: because
of this I will make offerings of joy in his tent; I will make a song, truly I will make
a song of praise to the Lord.

7O Lord, let the voice of my cry come to your ears: have mercy on me, and give me an
answer.

8When you said, Make search for my face, my heart said to you, For your face will I
makemy search.

9 Let not your face be covered from me; do not put away your servant in wrath; you
have beenmyhelp: do not givemeup or take your support fromme, OGod ofmy
salvation.

10Whenmy father andmymother are turned away fromme, then the Lord will be my
support.

11Makeyourway clear tome,OLord, guidingmeby the rightway, becauseofmyhaters.
12Do not give me into their hands, because false witnesses have come out against me,

andmen breathing destruction.
13 I had almost given up my hope of seeing the blessing of the Lord in the land of the

living.
14 Let your hope be in the Lord: take heart and be strong; yes, let your hope be in the

Lord.

28
Of David.
1My cry goes up to you, O Lord, my Rock; do not keep back your answer from me, so

that I may not become like those who go down into the underworld.
2Give ear to the voice of my prayer, when I am crying to you, whenmy hands are lifted

up to your holy place.
3Do not takeme awaywith the sinners and theworkers of evil, who saywords of peace

to their neighbours, but evil is in their hearts.
4Give them the right reward of their acts, and of their evil doings: give them punish-

ment for the works of their hands, let them have their full reward.
5 Because they have no respect for the works of the Lord, or for the things which his

hands havemade, they will be broken down and not lifted up by him.
6May the Lord be praised, because he has given ear to the voice of my prayer.
7TheLord ismystrengthandmybreastplate,myhearthad faith inhimand Iamhelped;

for this causemy heart is full of rapture, and I will give him praise inmy song.
8The Lord is their strength, and a strong place of salvation for his king.
9Be a saviour to your people, and send a blessing on your heritage: be their guide, and

let them be lifted up for ever.

29
A Psalm. Of David.
1Give to the Lord, you sons of the gods, give to the Lord glory and strength.
2Give to the Lord the full glory of his name; give himworship in holy robes.
3 The voice of the Lord is on the waters: the God of glory is thundering, the Lord is on

the great waters.
4The voice of the Lord is full of power; the voice of the Lord has a noble sound.
5 By the voice of the Lord are the cedar-trees broken, even the cedars of Lebanon are

broken by the Lord.
6He makes them go jumping about like a young ox; Lebanon and Sirion like a young

mountain ox.
7At the voice of the Lord flames of fire are seen.
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8At the voice of theLord there is a shaking in thewaste land, evena shaking in thewaste
land of Kadesh.

9At the voice of the Lord the roes give birth, the leaves are taken from the trees: in his
Temple everything says, Glory.

10The Lord had his seat as king when the waters came on the earth; the Lord is seated
as king for ever.

11The Lord will give strength to his people; the Lord will give his people the blessing of
peace.

30
A Psalm. A Song at the blessing of the House. Of David.
1 I will give you praise and honour, O Lord, because through you I have been lifted up;

you have not givenmy haters cause to be glad over me.
2O Lordmy God, I sent upmy cry to you, and you havemademewell.
3O Lord, you havemademy soul come again from the underworld: you have givenme

life and kept me from going down among the dead.
4Make songs to the Lord, O you saints of his, and give praise to his holy name.
5For hiswrath is only for aminute; in his grace there is life; weepingmay be for a night,

but joy comes in themorning.
6When things went well for me I said, I will never bemoved.
7 Lord, by your grace you have kept my mountain strong: when your face was turned

fromme I was troubled.
8My voice went up to you, O Lord; I mademy prayer to the Lord.
9What profit is there in my blood if I go down into the underworld? will the dust give

you praise, or be a witness to your help?
10Give ear to me, O Lord, and havemercy onme: Lord, be my helper.
11By you my sorrow is turned into dancing; you have taken away my clothing of grief,

and givenme robes of joy;
12 So that my glory maymake songs of praise to you and not be quiet. O Lord my God, I

will give you praise for ever.

31
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of David.
1 In you, O Lord, have I put my hope; let me never be shamed; keep me safe in your

righteousness.
2 Let your ear be turned to me; take me quickly out of danger; be my strong Rock, my

place of strength where I may be safe.
3For you aremy Rock andmy strong tower; go in front of me and bemy guide, because

of your name.
4 Take me out of the net which they have put ready for me secretly; for you are my

strength.
5 Into your hands I give my spirit; you aremy saviour, O Lord God for ever true.
6 I am full of hate for those who go after false gods; but my hope is in the Lord.
7 I will be glad and have delight in your mercy; because you have seenmy trouble; you

have had pity onmy soul in its sorrows;
8And you have not given me into the hand of my hater; you have put my feet in a wide

place.
9Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am in trouble; my eyes are wasted with grief, I am

wasted in soul and body.
10 My life goes on in sorrow, and my years in weeping; my strength is almost gone

because of my sin, andmy bones are wasted away.
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11 Because of all those who are against me, I have become a word of shame to my
neighbours; a cause of shaking the head and a fear tomy friends: those who saw
me in the street went in flight fromme.

12 I have gone frommen'sminds andmemory like a deadman; I am like a brokenvessel.
13False statements againstme have come tomy ears; fear was on every side: theywere

talking together against me, designing to take awaymy life.
14But I had faith in you, O Lord; I said, You aremy God.
15 The chances of my life are in your hand; take me out of the hands of my haters, and

of those who go after me.
16Let your servant see the light of your face; in yourmercy bemy saviour.
17 Let me not be shamed, O Lord, for I have made my prayer to you; let the sinners be

shamed, and let their mouths be shut in the underworld.
18Let the false lips be shut, which say evil against the upright, looking down on him in

their pride.
19 O how great is your grace, which you have put in store for your worshippers, and

which youhavemade clear to thosewhohad faith in you, before the sons ofmen!
20You will keep them safe in your house from the designs of man; in the secret of your

tent will you keep them from angry tongues.
21May the Lord be praised, because he hasmade clear tome the wonder of his grace in

a strong town.
22And as for me, I said in my fear, I am cut off from before your eyes; but you gave ear

to the voice of my prayer, whenmy cry went up to you.
23O have love for the Lord, all you his saints; for the Lord keeps safe from danger all

those who are true to him, and gives the workers of pride their right reward.
24Put away fear and let your heart be strong, all you whose hope is in the Lord.

32
Of David. Maschil.
1Happy is he who has forgiveness for his wrongdoing, and whose sin is covered.
2Happy is theman inwhom the Lord sees no evil, and inwhose spirit there is no deceit.
3When I keptmymouth shut, my bones were wasted, because ofmy crying all through

the day.
4 For the weight of your hand was on me day and night; my body became dry like the

earth in summer. (Selah.)
5 I made my wrongdoing clear to you, and did not keep back my sin. I said, I will put it

all before the Lord; and you took awaymywrongdoing andmy sin. (Selah.)
6For this cause let every saintmake his prayer to you at a timewhen you are near: then

the overflowing of the great waters will not overtake him.
7You aremy safe and secret place; youwill keepme from trouble; youwill put songs of

salvation on the lips of those who are roundme. (Selah.)
8 I will give you knowledge, teaching you the way to go; my eye will be your guide.
9Do not be like the horse or the ass, without sense; ...
10 The sinner will be full of trouble; but mercy will be round the man who has faith in

the Lord.
11Be glad in the Lord with joy, you upright men; give cries of joy, all you whose hearts

are true.

33
1Be glad in the Lord, O doers of righteousness; for praise is beautiful for the upright.
2 Give praise to the Lord on the corded instrument; make melody to him with instru-

ments of music.
3Make a new song to him; playing expertly with a loud noise.
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4For the word of the Lord is upright, and all his works are certain.
5His delight is in righteousness and wisdom; the earth is full of the mercy of the Lord.
6 By the word of the Lord were the heavens made; and all the army of heaven by the

breath of his mouth.
7He makes the waters of the sea come together in a mass; he keeps the deep seas in

store-houses.
8 Let the earth be full of the fear of the Lord; let all the people of the world be in holy

fear of him.
9For he gave the word, and it was done; by his order it was fixed for ever.
10 The Lord undoes the designs of the nations; he makes the thoughts of the peoples

without effect.
11 The Lord's purpose is eternal, the designs of his heart go on through all the genera-

tions of man.
12Happy is the nationwhose God is the Lord; and the peoplewhomhe has taken for his

heritage.
13The Lord is looking down from heaven; he sees all the sons of men;
14From his house he keeps watch on all who are living on the earth;
15Hemakes all their hearts; their works are clear to him.
16A king's salvation is not in the power of his army; a strong man does not get free by

his great strength.
17A horse is a false hope; his great power will not make anyman free from danger.
18 See, the eye of the Lord is on those in whose hearts is the fear of him, on those whose

hope is in his mercy;
19To keep their souls from death; and to keep them living in time of need.
20Our souls are waiting for the Lord; he is our help and our salvation.
21For in him our hearts have joy; in his holy name is our hope.
22Let yourmercy be on us, O Lord, as we are waiting for you.

34
Of David. When he made a change in his behaviour before Abimelech, who sent him
away, and he went.
1 I will be blessing the Lord at all times; his praise will be ever inmymouth.
2My soul will say great things of the Lord: the poor in spirit will have knowledge of it

and be glad.
3O give praise to the Lord withme; let us be witnesses together of his great name.
4 I was searching for the Lord, and he gave ear to my voice, and made me free from all

my fears.
5 Let your eyes be turned to him and you will have light, and your faces will not be

shamed.
6 This poor man's cry came before the Lord, and he gave him salvation from all his

troubles.
7The angel of the Lord is ever watching over those who have fear of him, to keep them

safe.
8 By experience you will see that the Lord is good; happy is the man who has faith in

him.
9Keep yourselves in the fear of the Lord, all you his saints; for thosewho do sowill have

no need of anything.
10The young lions are in need and have no food; but those who are looking to the Lord

will have every good thing.
11Come, children, give attention to me; I will be your teacher in the fear of the Lord.
12What man has a love of life, and a desire that his days may be increased so that he

may see good?
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13Keep your tongue from evil, and your lips fromwords of deceit.
14 Be turned from evil, and do good; make a search for peace, desiring it with all your

heart.
15The eyes of the Lord are on the upright, and his ears are open to their cry.
16 The face of the Lord is against those who do evil, to take away the memory of them

from the earth.
17 The cry of the upright comes before the Lord, and he takes them out of all their

troubles.
18 The Lord is near the broken-hearted; he is the saviour of those whose spirits are

crushed down.
19Great are the troubles of the upright: but the Lord takes him safely out of them all.
20He keeps all his bones: not one of them is broken.
21Evilwill put an end to the sinner, and thosewho are haters of righteousnesswill come

to destruction.
22The Lord will be the saviour of the souls of his servants, and no one who has faith in

himwill be put to shame.

35
Of David.
1 O Lord, be on my side against those who are judging me; be at war with those who

make war against me.
2Be a breastplate to me, and give me your help.
3Take up your spear and keep backmy attackers; say to my soul, I am your salvation.
4Let them be overcome and put to shamewhomake attempts to takemy soul; let those

whowould dome damage be turned back andmade foolish.
5 Let them be like dust from the grain before the wind; let the angel of the Lord send

them in flight.
6Let their way be dark and full of danger; let them be troubled by the angel of the Lord.
7For without cause they have put a net ready for me secretly, in which to takemy soul.
8Let destruction come on themwithout their knowledge; let them be taken themselves

in their secret nets, falling into the same destruction.
9Andmy soul will have joy in the Lord; it will be glad in his salvation.
10All my bones will say, Lord, who is like you? The saviour of the poor man from the

handsof the strong, of himwho ispoorand inneed fromhimwho takeshis goods.
11 False witnesses got up: they put questions to me about crimes of which I had no

knowledge.
12They gaveme back evil for good, troublingmy soul.
13But as forme, when theywere ill I put on the clothing of sorrow: I went without food

andwas sad, andmy prayer came back again to my heart.
14My behaviour was as if it had been my friend or my brother: I was bent low in grief

like one whosemother is dead.
15 But they took pleasure in my trouble, and came together, yes, low persons came

together against me without my knowledge; they never came to an end of
woundingme.

16 Like men of deceit they put me to shame; the voice of their wrath was loud against
me.

17 Lord, how long will you be looking on? take my soul from their destruction, my life
from the lions.

18 I will give you praise in the great meeting; I will give you honour among a strong
people.

19Donot letmy haters be glad overme falsely; let not thosewho are againstmewithout
causemake sport of me.
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20 For they do not say words of peace; in their deceit they are designing evil things
against the quiet ones in the land.

21Theirmouthswere openwide againstme, and they said, Aha, aha, our eyes have seen
it.

22You have seen this, O Lord; be not unmoved: O Lord, be not far fromme.
23Be awake, O Lord, bemoved to take upmy cause, my God andmy Lord.
24Bemy judge, O Lordmy God, in your righteousness; do not let them be glad over me.
25Let them not say in their hearts, So we will have it: let them not say, We have put an

end to him.
26 Let all those who take pleasure in my troubles be shamed and come to nothing: let

those who are lifted up against me be covered with shame and have no honour.
27Let those who are onmy side give cries of joy; let them ever say, The Lord be praised,

for he has pleasure in the peace of his servant.
28Andmy tongue will be talking of your righteousness and of your praise all the day.

36
To the chief music-maker. Of the servant of the Lord. Of David.
1The sin of the evil-doer says in his heart, There is no fear of the Lord before his eyes.
2For he takes comfort in the thought that his sin will not be uncovered and hated.
3 In the words of his mouth are evil and deceit; he has given up being wise and doing

good.
4He gives thought to evil on his bed; he takes a way which is not good; he is not a hater

of evil.
5Yourmercy, O Lord, is in the heavens, and your strong purpose is as high as the clouds.
6Your righteousness is like themountains of God; your judging is like the great deep; O

Lord, you give life to man and beast.
7Howgood is your lovingmercy, OGod! the children ofmen take cover under the shade

of your wings.
8 The delights of your house will be showered on them; you will give them drink from

the river of your pleasures.
9For with you is the fountain of life: in your light we will see light.
10O let there be no end to your lovingmercy to those who have knowledge of you, or of

your righteousness to the upright in heart.
11Let not the foot of pride come against me, or the hand of the evil-doers put me out of

my place.
12There theworkers of evil have come down: they have beenmade low, andwill not be

lifted up.

37
Of David.
1Do not be angry because of the wrongdoers, or have envy of the workers of evil.
2For they will quickly be cut down like grass, and become dry like the green plants.
3Have faith in the Lord, and do good; be at rest in the land, and go after righteousness.
4 So will your delight be in the Lord, and he will give you your heart's desires.
5Put your life in the hands of the Lord; have faith in him and he will do it.
6 And he will make your righteousness be seen like the light, and your cause like the

shining of the sun.
7Take your rest in the Lord,waiting quietly for him; donot be angry because of theman

who does well in his evil ways, and gives effect to his bad designs.
8 Put an end to your wrath and be no longer bitter; do not give way to angry feeling

which is a cause of sin.
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9 For the evil-doers will be cut off: but those who have faith in the Lord will have the
earth for their heritage.

10For in a short time the evil-doer will be gone: you will go searching for his place, and
it will not be there.

11 But the gentle will have the earth for their heritage; they will take their delight in
peace without measure.

12 The sinner has evil designs against the upright, lifting up the voice of wrath against
him.

13Hewill be laughed at by the Lord, who sees that his day is coming.
14The evil-doers have takenout their swords, their bowsarebent; for crushing thepoor,

and to put to death those who are upright in their ways.
15But their swords will be turned into their hearts, and their bows will be broken.
16The little which the goodman has is better than the wealth of evil-doers.
17For the arms of the evil-doers will be broken: but the Lord is the support of the good.
18The days of the upright are numbered by the Lord, and their heritagewill be for ever.
19They will not be shamed in the evil time, and in the days when all are in need of food

they will have enough.
20 But the wrongdoers will come to destruction, and the haters of the Lord will be like

the fat of lambs, theywill be burnedup; theywill goup in smoke, andnever again
be seen.

21The sinner takesmoney anddoes not give it back; but the uprightmanhasmercy, and
gives to others.

22Those who have his blessing will have the earth for their heritage; but those who are
cursed by himwill be cut off.

23The steps of a goodman are ordered by the Lord, and he takes delight in his way.
24Even if he has a fall hewill not bewithout help: for the hand of the Lord is supporting

him.
25 I have been young, and now am old, but I have not seen the good man without help,

or his children looking for bread.
26All the day he is ready to havemercy and to give; his children are a blessing.
27Be turned from evil, and do good; and your place will be for ever.
28For the Lord is a lover of righteousness, and takes care of his saints; they will be kept

safe for ever; but the seed of the evil-doers will be cut off.
29The upright will have the earth for their heritage, andwill go on living there for ever.
30 The mouth of the good man says words of wisdom; the talk of his tongue is of

righteousness.
31The law of his God is in his heart; he will never make a false step.
32The sinners are watching the upright man, desiring to put him to death.
33The Lord will not give him into their hands, or be against himwhen he is judged.
34Bewaiting for the Lord, and keep hisway; and youwill be lifted up, and have the land

for your heritage: when the evil-doers are cut off, you will see it.
35 I have seen the evil-doer in great power, covering the earth like a great tree.
36But he came to an end, and there was no sign of him; I made a search for him and he

was not there.
37Give attention to the good man, and take note of the upright; because the end of that

man is peace.
38 But as for the sinners, they will be cut off together; the end of the wrongdoers is

destruction.
39But the Lord is the saviour of the upright: he is their strength in the time of trouble.
40And theLordwill be their help, andkeep themsafe: hewill take themout of thehands

of the evil-doers, and be their saviour, because they had faith in him.
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38
A Psalm. Of David. To keep inmemory.
1O Lord, be not bitter with me in your wrath; let not your hand be onme in the heat of

your passion.
2 For your arrows have gone into my flesh, and I am crushed under the weight of your

hand.
3My flesh is wasted because of your wrath; and there is no peace in my bones because

of my sin.
4Formycrimeshave goneovermyhead; theyare like a greatweightwhich ismore than

my strength.
5Mywounds are poisoned and evil-smelling, because of my foolish behaviour.
6 I am troubled, I ammade low; I go weeping all the day.
7Formy body is full of burning; all my flesh is unhealthy.
8 I am feeble and crushed down; I gave a cry like a lion because of the grief inmy heart.
9Lord, all my desire is before you; my sorrow is not kept secret from you.
10My heart goes out in pain, my strength is wasting away; as for the light of my eyes, it

is gone fromme.
11My lovers andmy friends keep away frommy disease; my relations keep far away.
12Those who have a desire to take my life put nets for me; those who are designing my

destruction say evil things against me, all the day their minds are full of deceit.
13But I keptmy ears shut like amanwithout hearing; like amanwithout a voice, never

opening his mouth.
14 So I was like a man whose ears are shut, and in whose mouth there are no sharp

words.
15 In you, O Lord, is my hope: you will give me an answer, O Lord, my God.
16 I said, Let them not be glad overme; whenmy foot is moved, let them not be lifted up

with pride against me.
17My feet are near to falling, andmy sorrow is ever before me.
18 I will make clear mywrongdoing, with sorrow inmy heart for my sin.
19 But they are strong who have hate for me without cause: those who are against me

falsely are increased in numbers.
20They givemeback evil for good; they aremyhaters because I go after the thingwhich

is right.
21Do not give me up, O Lord; Omy God, be near to me.
22Come quickly to give me help, O Lord, my salvation.

39
To the chief music-maker. Of Jeduthun. A Psalm. Of David.
1 I said, I will give attention tomyways, so thatmy tonguemay do nowrong; I will keep

mymouth under control, while the sinner is before me.
2 I made no sound, I said no word, even of good; and I wasmoved with sorrow.
3My heart was burning in my breast; while I was deep in thought the fire was lighted;

then I said withmy tongue,
4Lord, give me knowledge of my end, and of the measure of my days, so that I may see

how feeble I am.
5 You have made my days no longer than a hand's measure; and my years are nothing

in your eyes; truly, everyman is but a breath. (Selah.)
6 Truly, every man goes on his way like an image; he is troubled for no purpose: he

makes a great store of wealth, and has no knowledge of whowill get it.
7And now, Lord, what am I waiting for? my hope is in you.
8Makeme free from all my sins; do not let me be shamed by theman of evil behaviour.
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9 I was quiet, and kept mymouth shut; because you had done it.
10No longer let your hand be hard onme; I amwasted by the blows of your hand.
11By the weight of your wrath against man's sin, the glory of his form is wasted away;

truly everyman is but a breath. (Selah.)
12Letmyprayer come toyourears, OLord, andgiveattention tomycry,makeananswer

to my weeping: for my time here is short before you, and in a little time I will be
gone, like all my fathers.

13Let yourwrath be turned away fromme, so that Imay be comforted, before I go away
from here, and become nothing.

40
To the chief music-maker. Of David. A Psalm.
1When I was waiting quietly for the Lord, his heart was turned to me, and he gave ear

to my cry.
2He tookmeup out of a deepwaste place, out of the soft and sticky earth; he putmy feet

on a rock, andmademy steps certain.
3Andheput anewsong inmymouth, evenpraise to ourGod; numbershave seen itwith

fear, and put their faith in the Lord.
4Happy is the man who has faith in the Lord, and does not give honour to the men of

pride or to those who are turned away to deceit.
5O Lordmy God, great are the wonders which you have done in your thought for us; it

is not possible to put themout in order before you; when Iwould give an account
of them, their number is greater than I may say.

6You had no desire for offerings of beasts or fruits of the earth; ears you made for me:
for burned offerings and sin offerings youmade no request.

7Then I said, See, I come; it is recorded of me in the roll of the book,
8My delight is to do your pleasure, Omy God; truly, your law is in my heart.
9 I have given news of righteousness in the great meeting; O Lord, you have knowledge

that I have not kept backmywords.
10Your righteousnesshasnot been foldedaway inmyheart; I havemade clear your true

wordandyour salvation; I havenot kept secret yourmercy or your faith from the
great meeting.

11 Take not away your gentle mercies from me, O Lord; let your mercy and your faith
keepme safe for ever.

12 For unnumbered evils are round about me; my sins have overtaken me, so that I
am bent down with their weight; they are more than the hairs of my head, my
strength is gone because of them.

13Be pleased, O Lord, to takeme out of danger; O Lord, come quickly and give me help.
14 Let those who go after my soul for its destruction have shame and trouble together;

let them be turned back andmade foolish who take pleasure inmy trouble.
15Let those who say to me, Aha, aha! be surprised because of their shame.
16Let all thosewho are looking for yoube glad andhave joy in you; let the lovers of your

salvation ever say, May the Lord be great.
17 Though I am poor and in need, the Lord has me in mind; you are my help and my

saviour; let there be no waiting, Omy God.

41
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of David.
1Happy is the man who gives thought to the poor; the Lord will be his saviour in the

time of trouble.
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2 The Lord will keep him safe, and give him life; the Lord will let him be a blessing on
the earth, and will not give him into the hand of his haters.

3 The Lord will be his support on his bed of pain: by you will all his grief be turned to
strength.

4 I said, Lord, havemercy onme; makemy soul well, becausemy faith is in you.
5My haters say evil against me,Whenwill he be dead, and his name come to an end?
6 If one comes to see me, deceit is in his heart; he keeps a store of evil, which he makes

public in every place.
7Allmyhaters are talking secretly together againstme; they are designingmydownfall.
8They say, He has an evil disease, whichwill not let him go: and now that he is down he

will not get up again.
9Evenmydearest friend, inwhomIhad faith,who tookbreadwithme, is turnedagainst

me.
10 But you, O Lord, have mercy on me, lifting me up, so that I may give them their

punishment.
11By this I see that you have pleasure inme, becausemy hater does not overcomeme.
12Andas forme, you aremy support inmy righteousness, givingmeaplace before your

face for ever.
13May the Lord God of Israel be praised, through eternal days and for ever. So be it. So

be it.

42
To the chief music-maker. Maschil. Of the sons of Korah.
1Like the desire of the roe for the water-streams, so is my soul's desire for you, O God.
2My soul is dry for need of God, the living God; when may I come and see the face of

God?
3My tears have been my food day and night, while they keep saying to me, Where is

your God?
4Let my soul be overflowing with grief when these things come back to mymind, how

I went in company to the house of God, with the voice of joy and praise, with the
song of those whowere keeping the feast.

5Why are you crushed down, O my soul? and why are you troubled in me? put your
hope in God; for I will again give him praise who is my help andmy God.

6My soul is crushed down inme, so Iwill keep you inmind; from the land of Jordan and
of the Hermons, from the hill Mizar.

7 Deep is sounding to deep at the noise of your waterfalls; all your waves have gone
rolling over me.

8But the Lord will send his mercy in the daytime, and in the night his song will be with
me, a prayer to the God of my life.

9 I will say to Godmy Rock, Why have you let me go from yourmemory? why do I go in
sorrow because of the attacks of my haters?

10 The cruel words of my haters are like a crushing of my bones; when they say to me
every day, Where is your God?

11Why are you crushed down, O my soul? and why are you troubled in me? put your
hope in God; for I will again give him praise who is my help andmy God.

43
1Bemy judge, O God, supportingmy cause against a nationwithout religion; O keepme

from the false and evil man.
2You are the God ofmy strength; why have you putme fromyou? why do I go in sorrow

because of the attacks of my haters?
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3O send out your light and your true word; let them be my guide: let them take me to
your holy hill, and to your tents.

4Then I will go up to the altar of God, to the God of my joy; I will be glad and give praise
to you on an instrument of music, O God, my God.

5Why are you crushed down, O my soul? and why are you troubled in me? put your
hope in God, for I will again give him praise who is my help andmy God.

44
To the chief music-maker. Of the sons of KorahMaschil.
1 It has come to our ears, O God, our fathers have given us the story, of the works which

you did in their days, in the old times,
2Uprooting the nations with your hand, and planting our fathers in their place; cutting

down the nations, but increasing the growth of your people.
3For they did notmake the land theirs by their swords, and it was not their armswhich

kept them safe; but your right hand, and your arm, and the light of your face,
because you had pleasure in them.

4You aremy King andmy God; ordering salvation for Jacob.
5Through you will we overcome our haters; by your name will they be crushed under

our feet who are violent against us.
6 I will not put faith inmy bow, my sword will not bemy salvation.
7But it is youwho have been our saviour from thosewhowere against us, and have put

to shame those who had hate for us.
8Our pride is in God at all times, to his namewe give praise for ever. (Selah.)
9But now you have sent us away from you, and put us to shame; you do not go out with

our armies.
10Because of this we are turned back by the attacker: those who have hate for us take

our goods for themselves.
11You havemade us like sheepwhich are taken formeat; we are put to flight among the

nations.
12You let your people go for nothing; your wealth is not increased by their price.
13 You have made us to be looked down on by our neighbours, we are laughed at and

shamed by those who are round about us.
14 Our name is a word of shame among the nations, a sign for the shaking of heads

among the peoples.
15My downfall is ever before me, and I am covered with the shame of my face;
16Because of the voice of himwho says sharp andbitterwords; because of thehater and

himwho is the instrument of punishment.
17All this has come on us, but still we have kept you in our memory; and we have not

been false to your word.
18Our hearts have not gone back, and our steps have not been turned out of your way;
19Though youhave let us be crushed in the place of jackals, thoughwe are coveredwith

darkest shade.
20 If the name of our God has gone out of ourminds, or if our hands have been stretched

out to a strange god,
21Will not Godmake search for it? for he sees the secrets of the heart.
22Truly, because of you we are put to death every day; we are numbered like sheep for

destruction.
23Why are you sleeping, O Lord? awake! and come to our help, do not give us up for

ever.
24Why is your face covered, and why do you give no thought to our trouble and our

cruel fate?
25For our souls are crushed down to the dust: our bodies are stretched out on the earth.
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26Up! and come to our help, and give us salvation because of yourmercy.

45
To the chief music-maker; put to Shoshannim. Of the sons of Korah. Maschil. A Song of
loves.
1Myheart is flowing overwith good things;mywords are of thatwhich I havemade for

a king; my tongue is the pen of a ready writer.
2 You are fairer than the children of men; grace is flowing through your lips; for this

cause the blessing of God is with you for ever.
3 Put on your sword, make it ready at your side, O strong chief, with your glory and

power.
4And go nobly on in your power, because you are good and true andwithout pride; and

your right handwill be teaching you things of fear.
5 Your arrows are sharp in the heart of the king's haters; because of them the peoples

are falling under you.
6 Your seat of power, O God, is for ever and ever; the rod of your kingdom is a rod of

honour.
7You have been a lover of righteousness and a hater of evil: and so God, your God, has

put the oil of joy on your head, lifting you high over all other kings.
8Your robesare full of the smell of all sorts ofperfumesandspices;music fromtheking's

ivory houses has made you glad.
9Kings' daughters are among your noble women: on your right is the queen in gold of

Ophir.
10O daughter, give thought and attention, and let your ear be open; no longer keep in

mind your people, and your father's house;
11Sowill the king have a great desire for you, seeing how beautiful you are; because he

is your lord, give him honour.
12 And the daughters of Tyre will be there with an offering; those who have wealth

among the people will be looking for your approval.
13 In the great house the king's daughter is all shining: her clothing is workedwith gold.
14 She will come before the king in robes of needlework; the virgins in her train will

come before you.
15With joy and rapture will they come; they will go into the king's house.
16 Your children will take the place of your fathers; so that you may make them rulers

over all the earth.
17 I will keep the memory of your name living through all generations; and because of

this the people will give you praise for ever.

46
To the chief music-maker. Of the sons of Korah; put to Alamoth. A Song.
1God is our harbour and our strength, a very present help in trouble.
2For this cause we will have no fear, even though the earth is changed, and though the

mountains are moved in the heart of the sea;
3Though its waters are sounding and troubled, and though the mountains are shaking

with their violent motion. (Selah.)
4 There is a river whose streams make glad the resting-place of God, the holy place of

the tents of the Most High.
5God has taken his place in her; she will not be moved: he will come to her help at the

dawn of morning.
6The nationswere angry, the kingdomsweremoved; at the sound of his voice the earth

became like wax.
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7The Lord of armies is with us; the God of Jacob is our high tower. (Selah.)
8Come, see the works of the Lord, the destruction which he has made in the earth.
9He puts an end to wars over all the earth; by him the bow is broken, and the spear cut

in two, and the carriage burned in the fire.
10 Be at peace in the knowledge that I am God: I will be lifted up among the nations, I

will be honoured through all the earth.
11The Lord of armies is with us; the God of Jacob is our high tower. (Selah.)

47
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of the sons of Korah.
1Omake a glad noise with your hands, all you peoples; letting your voices go up to God

with joy.
2For the LordMost High is to be feared; he is a great King over all the earth.
3Hewill put down the peoples under us, and the nations under our feet.
4Hewill give us our heritage, the glory of Jacob who is dear to him. (Selah.)
5God has gone upwith a glad cry, the Lord with the sound of the horn.
6 Give praises to God, make songs of praise; give praises to our King, make songs of

praise.
7For God is the King of all the earth; make songs of praise with knowledge.
8God is the ruler over the nations; God is on the high seat of his holy rule.
9The rulers of the peoples have come together, with the people of the God of Abraham;

because the powers of the earth are God's: he is lifted up on high.

48
A Song. A Psalm. Of the sons of Korah.
1Great is theLordandgreatly tobepraised, in the townofourGod, inhisholymountain.
2 Beautiful in its high position, the joy of all the earth, is the mountain of Zion, the

mountain of God, the town of the great King.
3 In its buildings God is seen to be a high tower.
4For see! the kings came together by agreement, they were joined together.
5 They saw it, and so were full of wonder; they were troubled, and went quickly away

in fear.
6 Shaking came on them and pain, as on a woman in childbirth.
7By you the ships of Tarshish are broken as by an east wind.
8As it came to our ears so havewe seen it, in the town of the Lord of armies, in the town

of our God; God will keep it fixed for ever. (Selah.)
9Our thoughts were of yourmercy, O God, while we were in your Temple.
10As your name is, O God, so is your praise to the ends of the earth; your right hand is

full of righteousness.
11 Let there be joy in the mountain of Zion, and let the daughters of Judah be glad,

because of your wise decisions.
12Make your way about Zion, and go round it, numbering its towers.
13 Take note of its strong walls, looking well at its fair buildings; so that you may give

word of it to the generation which comes after.
14Because this God is our God for ever and ever: he will be our guide.

49
Alamoth. To the chief music-maker. Of the sons of Korah. A Psalm.
1Give attention to this, all you peoples; let your ears be open, all you who are living in

the world.
2High and low together, the poor, and those who have wealth.
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3 Frommy mouth will come words of wisdom; and in the thoughts of my heart will be
knowledge.

4 I will put my teaching into a story; I will makemy dark sayings clear withmusic.
5What cause have I for fear in the days of evil, when the evil-doing of those who are

working for my downfall is round about me?
6Even of those whose faith is in their wealth, andwhose hearts are lifted up because of

their stores.
7Truly, nomanmay get back his soul for a price, or give to God the payment for himself;
8 (Because it takes a great price to keep his soul from death, and man is not able to give

it.)
9 So that hemight have eternal life, and never see the underworld.
10 For he sees that wise men come to their end, and foolish persons of low behaviour

come to destruction together, letting their wealth go to others.
11 The place of the dead is their house for ever, and their resting-place through all

generations; those who come after them give their names to their lands.
12Butman, like the animals, does not go on for ever; he comes to an end like the beasts.
13This is the way of the foolish; their silver is for those who come after them, and their

children get the pleasure of their gold. (Selah.)
14Death will give them their food like sheep; the underworld is their fate and they will

go down into it; their flesh is food for worms; their form is wasted away; the
underworld is their resting-place for ever.

15But God will get backmy soul; for he will takeme from the power of death. (Selah.)
16Have no fear whenwealth comes to aman, and the glory of his house is increased;
17For at his death, he will take nothing away; his glory will not go down after him.
18Though he might have pride in his soul in his life-time, and men will give you praise

if you do well for yourself,
19Hewill go to the generation of his fathers; he will not see the light again.
20Man, like the animals, does not go on for ever; he comes to an end like the beasts.

50
A Psalm. Of Asaph.
1TheGod of gods, even the Lord, has sent out his voice, and the earth is full of fear; from

the coming up of the sun to its going down.
2From Zion, most beautiful of places, God has sent out his light.
3Our God will come, and will not keep quiet; with fire burning before him, and storm-

winds round him.
4His voice will go out to the heavens and to the earth, for the judging of his people:
5 Let my saints come together to me; those who have made an agreement with me by

offerings.
6And let the heavensmake clear his righteousness; for Godhimself is the judge. (Selah.)
7Give ear, Omy people, to mywords; O Israel, I will be a witness against you; I am God,

even your God.
8 I will not take up a cause against you because of your offerings, or because of your

burned offerings, which are ever before me.
9 I will take no ox out of your house, or he-goats from your flocks;
10For every beast of the woodland is mine, and the cattle on a thousand hills.
11 I see all the birds of themountains, and the beasts of the field are mine.
12 If I had need of food, I would not give you word of it; for the earth is mine and all its

wealth.
13Am I to take the flesh of the ox for my food, or the blood of goats for my drink?
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14Make an offering of praise to God; keep the agreements which you have made with
theMost High;

15Let your voice come up to me in the day of trouble; I will be your saviour, so that you
may give glory to me.

16But to the sinner, Godsays,Whatareyoudoing, talkingofmy laws, or taking thewords
of my agreement in yourmouth?

17 Seeing that you have no desire for my teaching, turning your back onmywords.
18When you saw a thief, you were in agreement with him, and you were joined with

those who took other men's wives.
19You have given yourmouth to evil, your tongue to words of deceit.
20You say evil of your brother; youmake false statements against yourmother's son.
21These things have you done, and I said nothing; it seemed to you that Iwas such a one

as yourself; but I will make a protest against you, and put them in order before
your eyes.

22Now keep this in mind, you who have no memory of God, for fear that you may be
crushed undermy hand, with no one to give you help:

23Whoever makes an offering of praise gives glory to me; and to himwho is upright in
his ways I will make clear the salvation of God.

51
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of David. When Nathan the prophet came to him,
after he had gone in to Bath-sheba.
1Have pity onme, O God, in yourmercy; out of a full heart, take awaymy sin.
2Let all mywrongdoing be washed away, andmakeme clean from evil.
3For I am conscious of my error; my sin is ever before me.
4 Against you, you only, have I done wrong, working that which is evil in your eyes;

so that your words may be seen to be right, and you may be clear when you are
judging.

5Truly, I was formed in evil, and in sin didmymother give me birth.
6Your desire is for what is true in the inner parts: in the secrets ofmy soul youwill give

me knowledge of wisdom.
7Makeme free from sin with hyssop: let me be washed whiter than snow.
8Make me full of joy and rapture; so that the bones which have been broken may be

glad.
9Let your face be turned frommywrongdoing, and take away all my sins.
10Make a clean heart in me, O God; give me a right spirit again.
11Do not put me away from before you, or take your holy spirit fromme.
12Giveme back the joy of your salvation; let a free spirit be my support.
13Thenwill I make your ways clear to wrongdoers; and sinners will be turned to you.
14Bemy saviour fromviolent death, OGod, theGod ofmy salvation; andmy tonguewill

give praise to your righteousness.
15O Lord, let my lips be open, so that mymouthmaymake clear your praise.
16 You have no desire for an offering or I would give it; you have no delight in burned

offerings.
17 The offerings of God are a broken spirit; a broken and sorrowing heart, O God, you

will not put from you.
18Do good to Zion in your good pleasure, building up the walls of Jerusalem.
19Then you will have delight in the offerings of righteousness, in burned offerings and

offerings of beasts; then they will make offerings of oxen on your altar.
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52
To the chief music-maker. Maschil. Of David. When Doeg the Edomite came to Saul
saying, David has come to the house of Ahimelech.
1Why do you take pride in wrongdoing, lifting yourself up against the upright man all

the day?
2Purposing destruction, using deceit; your tongue is like a sharp blade.
3You have more love for evil than for good, for deceit than for works of righteousness.

(Selah.)
4Destruction is in all your words, O false tongue.
5But Godwill put an end to you for ever; driving you out from your tent, uprooting you

from the land of the living. (Selah.)
6The upright will see it with fear, and will say, laughing at you:
7 See, this is the manwho did not make God his strength, but had faith in his goods and

his property, andmade himself strong in his wealth.
8But I am likeabranchingolive-tree in thehouseofGod; I haveputmy faith inhismercy

for ever and ever.
9 I will give you praise without end for what you have done; I will give honour to your

name before your saints, for it is good.

53
To the chief music-maker; put to Mahalath. Maschil. Of David.
1The foolishmanhas said in his heart, Godwill not do anything. They are unclean, they

have done evil works; there is not one who does good.
2God was looking down from heaven on the children of men, to see if there were any

who had wisdom, searching after God.
3 Every one of them has gone back; they are unclean: there is not one who does good,

no, not one.
4Have the workers of evil no knowledge? they take my people for food, as they would

take bread; theymake no prayer to God.
5Theywere in great fear, where therewas no cause for fear: for the bones of thosewho

makewaronyouhavebeenbrokenbyGod; youhaveput themto shame, because
God has no desire for them.

6May the salvation of Israel come out of Zion! When the fate of his people is changed by
God, Jacob will have joy, and Israel will be glad.

54
To the chiefmusic-maker; onNeginoth. Maschil. OfDavid. When the Ziphites cameand
said to Saul, Is not David keeping himself secret among us?
1Let your name bemy salvation, O God; let my cause be judged by your strength.
2Let my prayer come before you, O God; give ear to the words of mymouth.
3Formenwho are going afterme have come out againstme, violentmen are purposing

to takemy soul; they have not put God before their eyes. (Selah.)
4 See, God is my helper: the Lord is the great supporter of my soul.
5Let the evil works of my haters come back on them again; let them be cut off by your

good faith.
6Freely will I makemy offerings to you; I will give praise to your name, O Lord, for it is

good.
7 Because it has been my saviour from all my trouble; and my eyes have seen the

punishment of my haters.
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55
To the chief music-maker, on Neginoth. Maschil. Of David.
1Give hearing to my prayer, O God; and let not your ear be shut against my request.
2Give thought to me, and let my prayer be answered: I have beenmade low in sorrow;
3 I am troubled because of the voice of the cruel ones, because of the loud cry of the

evil-doers; for they put aweight of evil onme, and they are cruel in their hate for
me.

4My heart is deeply wounded, and the fear of death has come onme.
5Fear and shaking have come over me, with deep fear I am covered.
6And I said, If only I had wings like a dove! for then I would go in flight from here and

be at rest.
7 I would go wandering far away, living in the waste land. (Selah.)
8 I would quickly take cover from the driving storm and from the violent wind.
9Send destruction on them, O Lord, make a division of tongues among them: for I have

seen fighting and violent acts in the town.
10By day and night they go round the town, on the walls; trouble and sorrow are in the

heart of it.
11Evil is there; cruel rule and deceit are ever in the streets.
12 For it was not my hater who said evil of me; that would have been no grief to me; it

was not one outside the number of my friends whomade himself strong against
me, or I would have kept myself from him in a secret place;

13But it was you, my equal, my guide, mywell-loved friend.
14We had loving talk together, and went to the house of God in company.
15 Let the hand of death come on them suddenly, and let them go down living into the

underworld; because evil is in their houses and in their hearts.
16As for me, I will makemy prayer to God, and he will be my saviour.
17 In the evening and in themorning and in themiddle of the day I will makemy prayer

with sounds of grief; andmy voice will come to his ears.
18He has takenmy soul away from the attack which wasmade against me, and given it

peace; for great numbers were against me.
19 God will give thought to me; he who from early times is strong will send pain and

trouble on them. (Selah.) Because they are unchanged, they have no fear of God.
20Hehas put out his hand against thosewhowere at peacewith him; he has not kept his

agreement.
21 The words of his mouth were smoother than butter, but war was in his heart; his

words were softer than oil, but they were sharp swords.
22 Put your cares on the Lord, and he will be your support; he will not let the upright

man bemoved.
23But you, OGod, will send themdown into the underworld; the cruel and the falsewill

be cut off before half their days are ended; but I will have faith in you.

56
To the chief music-maker; put to Jonath elem rehokim. Of David. Michtam. When the
Philistines took him in Gath.
1Havemercy onme, O God, for man is attemptingmy destruction; every day hemakes

cruel attacks against me.
2Myhaters are ever ready to put an end tome; great numbers are lifting themselves up

against me.
3 In the time of my fear, I will have faith in you.
4 In God will I give praise to his word; in God have I put my hope; I will have no fear of

what fleshmay do tome.
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5Every day theymakewrong use ofmywords; all their thoughts are againstme for evil.
6They come together, they are waiting in secret places, they take note of my steps, they

are waiting for my soul.
7By evil-doing they will not get free from punishment. In wrath, O God, let the peoples

bemade low.
8You have seen my wanderings; put the drops frommy eyes into your bottle; are they

not in your record?
9When I send up my cry to you, my haters will be turned back; I am certain of this, for

God is withme.
10 In God will I give praise to his word; in the Lord will I give praise to his word.
11 In God have I put my hope, I will have no fear of what manmay do tome.
12 I keep thememory of my debt to you, O God; I will give you the offerings of praise.
13 Because you have taken my soul from the power of death; and kept my feet from

falling, so that I may be walking before God in the light of life.

57
To the chief music-maker; put to Al-tashheth. Michtam. Of David. When he went in
flight from Saul, in the hole of the rock.
1Have mercy on me, O God, have mercy on me; for the hope of my soul is in you: I will

keepmyself safely under the shade of your wings, till these troubles are past.
2 I will send upmy cry to theMost High God; to God who does all things for me.
3Hewill send from heaven, and take me from the power of himwhose desire is for my

destruction. God will send out his mercy and his good faith.
4My soul is among lions; I am stretched out among those who are on fire, even the sons

of men, whose teeth are spears and arrows, and whose tongue is a sharp sword.
5O God, be lifted up higher than the heavens; let your glory be over all the earth.
6 They have made ready a net for my steps; my soul is bent down; they have made a

great hole before me, and have gone down into it themselves. (Selah.)
7My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed; I will make songs, and give praise.
8You are my glory; let the instruments of music be awake; I myself will be awake with

the dawn.
9 I will give you praise, O Lord, among the peoples; I will make songs to you among the

nations.
10For yourmercy is great, stretching up to the heavens, and your righteousness goes up

to the clouds.
11Be lifted up, O God, higher than the heavens, let your glory be over all the earth.

58
To the chief music-maker; put to Al-tashheth. Michtam. Of David.
1 Is there righteousness in yourmouths, O you gods? are you upright judges, O you sons

of men?
2The purposes of your hearts are evil; your hands are full of cruel doings on the earth.
3The evil-doers are strange from the first; from the hour of their birth they go out of the

true way, saying false words.
4Their poison is like the poison of a snake; they are like the adder, whose ears are shut;
5 Who will not be moved by the voice of the wonder-worker, however great are his

powers.
6O God, let their teeth be broken in their mouths; let the great teeth of the young lions

be pulled out, O Lord.
7 Let them be turned to liquid like the ever-flowing waters; let them be cut off like the

grass by the way.
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8Let them be like an after-birth which is turned to water and comes to an end; like the
fruit of a womanwho gives birth before her time, let them not see the sun.

9Before they are conscious of it, let thembe cut down like thorns; let a strongwind take
them away like waste growth.

10The upright manwill be gladwhen he sees their punishment; his feet will be washed
in the blood of the evil-doer.

11 So that men will say, Truly there is a reward for righteousness; truly there is a God
who is judge on the earth.

59
To the chief music-maker; put to At-tashheth. Michtam. Of David. When Saul sent, and
they were watching the house, to put him to death.
1 Take me out of the hands of the cruel ones, O my God; keep me safe from those who

come up against me.
2 Take me out of the power of the workers of evil, and keep me safe from the men of

blood.
3For see, they arewatching in secret formy soul; the strong have come together against

me? but not because of my sin, or my evil-doing, O Lord.
4For no sin ofmine they go quickly and get themselves ready; be awake and come tomy

help, and see.
5You, OLordGod of armies, are theGod of Israel; comenowand give punishment to the

nations; have nomercy on any workers of deceit. (Selah.)
6They come back in the evening; theymake a noise like a dog, and go round the town.
7 See, hate is dropping from their lips; curses are on their tongues: they say, Who gives

attention to it?
8But you are laughing at them, O Lord; you will make sport of all the nations.
9Omy strength, I will put my hope in you; because God is my strong tower.
10The God of mymercy will go beforeme: Godwill let me seemy desire effected onmy

haters.
11 Put them not to death, for so my people will keep the memory of them: let them be

sent in all directions by your power; make them low, O Lord our saviour.
12Because of the sin of their mouths and the word of their lips, let them even be taken

in their pride; and for their curses and their deceit,
13 Put an end to them in your wrath, put an end to them, so that they may not be seen

again; let them see that God is ruling in Jacob and to the ends of the earth. (Selah.)
14And in the evening let them come back, andmake a noise like a dog, and go round the

town.
15Let them go wandering up and down in search of food, and be there all night if they

have not enough.
16But I will make songs of your power; yes, I will give cries of joy for your mercy in the

morning; because youhavebeenmy strength andmyhigh tower in the day ofmy
trouble.

17 To you, O my strength, will I make my song: because God is my high tower, even the
God of mymercy.

60
To the chief music-maker; put to Shushan-eduth. Michtam. Of David. For teaching.
When he was fighting against Aram-naharaim and Aramzobah, when Joab came back,
and put twelve thousand of the Edomites to death, in the Valley of Salt.
1God, you have put us away from you, you have sent us in all directions, you have been

angry; O be turned to us again.



Psalms 60:2 520 Psalms 62:9

2By the power of your hand the earth is shaking and broken; make it strong again, for
it is moved.

3 You have made the people see hard times; you have given us the wine of shaking for
our drink.

4Givea safeplace to thosewhohave fear of you,where theymaygo inflight frombefore
the bow. (Selah.)

5 So that your loved ones may be made safe, let your right hand be my salvation, and
give me an answer.

6God has said in his holy place, I will be glad: I willmake a division of Shechem, and the
valley of Succoth will be measured out.

7Gilead is mine, andManasseh is mine; and Ephraim is the strength of my head; Judah
is my law-giver;

8Moab ismywashpot; over Edomwill I put outmy shoe; over Philistiawill a glad cry be
sounded.

9Whowill takeme into the strong town? whowill be my guide into Edom?
10Have not you put us away, O God? and you have not gone out with our armies.
11Give us help in our trouble; for there is no help inman.
12 Through God we will do great things, for through him our haters will be crushed

under our feet.

61
To the chief music-maker. On a corded instrument. Of David.
1Let my cry come to you, O God; let your ears be open tomy prayer.
2 From the end of the earth will I send up my cry to you, when my heart is overcome:

takeme to the rock which is over-high for me.
3 For you have been my secret place, and my high tower from those who made war on

me.
4 I will make your tent my resting-place for ever: I will keep myself under the cover of

your wings. (Selah.)
5 For you, O God, have made answer to my prayers; you have given me the heritage of

those who give honour to your name.
6Youwill give the king long life; andmake his years go on through the generations.
7May the seat of his authority be before God for ever; may mercy and righteousness

keep him safe.
8 So will I make songs in praise of your name for ever, giving to God that which is right

day by day.

62
To the chief music-maker. After Jeduthun. A Psalm. Of David.
1My soul, put all your faith in God; for from him comesmy salvation.
2He only is my Rock andmy salvation; he is my high tower; I will not be greatlymoved.
3How longwill you go on designing evil against aman? running against him as against

a broken wall, which is on the point of falling?
4 Their only thought is to put him down from his place of honour; their delight is in

deceit: blessing is in their mouths but cursing in their hearts. (Selah.)
5My soul, put all your faith in God; for from him comesmy hope.
6He only is my Rock andmy salvation; he is my high tower; I will not be greatlymoved.
7 In God is my salvation, andmy glory; the Rock of my strength, andmy safe place.
8Have faith in him at all times, you people; let your hearts go flowing out before him:

God is our safe place. (Selah.)
9Trulymen of low birth are nothing, andmen of high position are not what they seem;

if they are put in the scales together they are less than a breath.
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10Have no faith in the rewards of evil-doing, or in profits wronglymade: if yourwealth
is increased, do not put your hopes on it.

11Once has God said, twice has it come tomy ears, that power is God's:
12Andmercy, O Lord, is yours, for you give to everyman the reward of his work.

63
A Psalm. Of David. When he was in the waste land of Judah.
1OGod, you aremy God; early will I makemy search for you: my soul is dry for need of

you, my flesh is wasted with desire for you, as a dry and burning land where no
water is;

2To see your power and your glory, as I have seen you in the holy place.
3Because yourmercy is better than life, my lips will give you praise.
4 So will I go on blessing you all my life, lifting upmy hands in your name.
5My soul will be comforted, as with good food; andmymouthwill give you praise with

songs of joy;
6When the memory of you comes to me on my bed, and when I give thought to you in

the night-time.
7Because you have beenmy help, I will have joy in the shade of your wings.
8My soul keeps ever near you: your right hand is my support.
9But those whose desire is my soul's destruction will go down to the lower parts of the

earth.
10They will be cut off by the sword; they will be food for foxes.
11But the kingwill have joy in God; everyonewho takes an oath by himwill have cause

for pride; but the false mouth will be stopped.

64
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of David.
1O God, let the voice of my grief come to your ear: keep my life from the fear of those

who are against me.
2Keepme safe from the secret purpose of wrongdoers; from the band of theworkers of

evil;
3Whomake their tongues sharp likea sword, andwhosearrowsarepointed, evenbitter

words;
4 So that in secret theymay let loose their arrows at the upright, suddenly and unseen.
5Theymake themselves strong in an evil purpose; theymake holes for secret nets; they

say, Whowill see it,
6 Or make discovery of our secret purpose? The design is framed with care; and the

inner thought of a man, and his heart, is deep.
7But God sends out an arrow against them; suddenly they are wounded.
8 The evil of their tongues is the cause of their fall; all those who see them are shaking

their heads at them.
9And in fearmenmake public the works of God; and giving thought to his acts they get

wisdom.
10 The upright will be glad in the Lord and have hope in him; and all the lovers of

righteousness will give him glory.

65
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of David. A Song.
1 It is right for you, O God, to have praise in Zion: to you let the offering bemade.
2To you, O hearer of prayer, let the words of all flesh come.
3Evils have overcome us: but as for our sins, you will take them away.
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4Happy is the man of your selection, to whom you give a resting-place in your house;
we will be full of the good things out of your holy place.

5 You will give us an answer in righteousness by great acts of power, O God of our
salvation; you who are the hope of all the ends of the earth, and of the far-off
lands of the sea;

6The God by whose strength themountains are fixed; who is robed with power:
7Whomakes the loud voice of the sea quiet, and puts an end to the sound of its waves.
8 Those in the farthest parts of the earth have fear when they see your signs: the

outgoings of themorning and evening are glad because of you.
9 You have given your blessing to the earth, watering it and making it fertile; the river

of God is full of water: and havingmade it ready, you give men grain.
10 You make the ploughed lands full of water; you make smooth the slopes: you make

the earth soft with showers, sending your blessing on its growth.
11 The year is crowned with the good you give; life-giving rain is dropping from your

footsteps,
12Falling on the grass of the waste land: and the little hills are glad on every side.
13 The grass-land is thick with flocks; the valleys are full of grain; they give glad cries

and songs of joy.

66
To the chief music-maker. A Song. A Psalm.
1 Send up a glad cry to God, all the earth:
2Make a song in honour of his name: give praise and glory to him.
3Say toGod,Howgreatly tobe fearedare yourworks! becauseof your great poweryour

haters are forced to put themselves under your feet.
4Let all the earth give youworship, andmake songs to you; let themmake songs to your

name. (Selah.)
5Come and see theworks of God: he is to be feared in all he does to the children ofmen.
6 The sea was turned into dry land: they went through the river on foot: there did we

have joy in him.
7He is ruling in power for ever; his eyes are watching the nations: may his haters have

no strength against him. (Selah.)
8Give blessings to our God, O you peoples, let the voice of his praise be loud;
9Because he gives us life, and has not let our feet bemoved.
10For you, O God, have put us to the test: testing us by fire like silver.
11You let us be put in prison; chains were put on our legs.
12You let men go driving over our heads; we went through fire and through water; but

you took us out into a wide place.
13 I will come into your housewith burned offerings, I will make payment ofmy debt to

you,
14Keeping the word which came from my lips, and which my mouth said, when I was

in trouble.
15 I will give you burned offerings of fat beasts, and the smoke of sheep; I will make

offerings of oxen and goats. (Selah.)
16Come, give ear to me, all you God-fearing men, so that I may make clear to you what

he has done for my soul.
17My voice went up to him, and I was lifted up from the underworld.
18 I said inmy heart, The Lord will not give ear to me:
19But truly God's ear has been open; he has give attention to the voice of my prayer.
20Praise be to God who has not taken away his good faith and his mercy fromme.
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67
To the chief music-maker. With corded instruments. A Psalm. A Song.
1 May God give us mercy and blessing, and let the light of his face be shining on us;

(Selah.)
2 So that menmay see your way on the earth, and your salvation among all nations.
3Let the peoples give you praise, O God; let all the peoples give you praise.
4O let the nations be glad, andmake song of joy; for youwill be the judge of the peoples

in righteousness, guiding the nations of the earth. (Selah.)
5Let the peoples give you praise, O God; let all the peoples give you praise.
6The earth has given her increase; and God, even our God, will give us his blessing.
7Godwill give us his blessing; so let all the ends of the earth be in fear of him.

68
To the chief music-maker. Of David. A Psalm. A Song.
1 Let God be seen, and let his haters be put to flight; let those who are against him be

turned back before him.
2Let them be like smoke before the driving wind; as wax turning soft before the fire, so

let them come to an end before the power of God.
3But let the upright be glad; let them have delight before God; let them be full of joy.
4Make songs to God, make songs of praise to his name; make a way for himwho comes

through the waste lands; his name is Jah; be glad before him.
5A father to those who have no father, a judge of the widows, is God in his holy place.
6 Those who are without friends, God puts in families; he makes free those who are in

chains; but those who are turned away from him are given a dry land.
7 O God, when you went out before your people, wandering through the waste land;

(Selah.)
8 The earth was shaking and the heavens were streaming, because God was present;

even Sinai itself was moved before God, the God of Israel.
9You, O God, did freely send the rain, giving strength to the weariness of your heritage.
10 Those whose resting-place was there, even the poor, were comforted by your good

things, O God.
11The Lord gives the word; great is the number of the womenwhomake it public.
12Kings of armies quickly go in flight: and the women in the houses make a division of

their goods.
13Will you take your rest among the flocks? like thewings of a dove coveredwith silver,

and its feathers with yellow gold.
14When theMost High put the kings to flight, it was as white as snow in Salmon.
15A hill of God is the hill of Bashan; a hill with high tops is the hill of Bashan.
16Whyareyou lookingwith envy, youhighhills, on thehill desiredbyGodashis resting-

place? truly, God will make it his house for ever.
17 The war-carriage of God is among Israel's thousands; the Lord has come from Sinai

to the holy place.
18You have gone up on high, taking your prisoners with you; you have taken offerings

frommen; the Lord God has taken his place on the seat of his power.
19 Praise be to the Lord, who is our support day by day, even the God of our salvation.

(Selah.)
20Our God is for us a God of salvation; his are the ways out of death.
21The heads of the haters of Godwill be crushed; even the head of himwho still goes on

in his evil ways.
22The Lord said, I will make them come back from Bashan, and from the deep parts of

the sea;
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23So that your foot may be red with blood, and the tongues of your dogs with the same.
24We see your going, O God: even the going of my God, my King, into the holy place.
25Themakers of songs go before, the players ofmusic comeafter, among the young girls

playing on brass instruments.
26 Give praise to God in the great meeting; even the Lord, you who come from the

fountain of Israel.
27There is little Benjamin ruling them, the chiefs of Judah and their army, the rulers of

Zebulun and the rulers of Naphtali.
28O God, send out your strength; the strength, O God, with which you have done great

things for us,
29Out of your Temple in Jerusalem.
30 Say sharp words to the beast among the water-plants, the band of strong ones, with

the lords of the peoples, put an end to the people whose delight is in war.
31 Kings will give you offerings, they will come out of Egypt; from Pathros will come

offerings of silver; Ethiopia will be stretching out her hands to God.
32Make songs to God, you kingdoms of the earth; O make songs of praise to the Lord;

(Selah.)
33To himwho goes or the clouds of heaven, the heaven which was from earliest times;

he sends out his voice of power.
34Make clear that strength is God's: he is lifted up over Israel, and his power is in the

clouds.
35O God, you are to be feared in your holy place: the God of Israel gives strength and

power to his people. Praise be to God.

69
To the chief music-maker; put to Shoshannim. Of David.
1Bemy saviour, O God; because the waters have come in, even tomy neck.
2My feet are deep in the soft earth, where there is no support; I have come into deep

waters, the waves are flowing over me.
3 I am tired with my crying; my throat is burning: my eyes are wasted with waiting for

my God.
4Thosewho have hate formewithout cause are greater in number than the hairs ofmy

head; thosewho are againstme, falsely desiringmy destruction, are very strong;
I gave back what I had not taken away.

5O God, you see how foolish I am; andmywrongdoing is clear to you.
6 Let not those who have hope in you be put to shame because of me, O Lord God of

armies: let not those who are waiting for you bemade low because of me, O God
of Israel.

7 I havebeenwoundedwith sharpwordsbecause of you;my facehasbeen coveredwith
shame.

8 I have become strange to my brothers, and like a man from a far country to my
mother's children.

9 I amonfirewith passion for your house; and the hard thingswhich are said about you
have come onme.

10My bitter weeping, andmy going without food, were turned to my shame.
11When I put on the clothing of grief, they said evil of me.
12 I am a cause of wonder to those in authority; a song to those who are given to strong

drink.
13But as for me, let my prayer be made to you, O Lord, at a time when you are pleased;

O God, give me an answer in your great mercy, for your salvation is certain.
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14Take me from the grip of the sticky earth, so that I may not go down into it; let me be
lifted up from the deep waters.

15Letmenot be covered by the flowingwaters; let not the deepwaters go overmyhead,
and let me not be shut up in the underworld.

16Giveananswer tomywords, OLord; for yourmercy is good: be turned tome, because
of your great pity.

17Let not your face be covered from your servant, for I am in trouble; quickly give me
an answer.

18 Come near to my soul, for its salvation: be my saviour, because of those who are
against me.

19Youhave seenmyshame, howIwas laughedat andmade low;myhatersareall before
you.

20Myheart is broken by bitterwords, I am full of grief; Imade a search for some to have
pity onme, but there was no one; I had no comforter.

21They gaveme poison for my food; and bitter wine for my drink.
22 Let their table before them be for their destruction; let their feasts become a net to

take them.
23Let their eyes be blind so that theymay not see; let their bodies for ever be shaking.
24Let your curse come on them; let the heat of your wrath overtake them.
25Give their houses to destruction, and let there be no one in their tents.
26 Because they are cruel to him against whom your hand is turned; they make bitter

the grief of himwho is wounded by you.
27Let their punishment be increased; let them not come into your righteousness.
28Let their names be taken from the book of the living, let them not be numbered with

the upright.
29But I am poor and full of sorrow; let me be lifted up by your salvation, O Lord.
30 I will give praise to the name of God with a song; I will give glory to him for what he

has done.
31This will be more pleasing to the Lord than an ox, or a young ox of full growth.
32The poor will see it and be glad: you who are lovers of God, let your hearts have life.
33For the ears of the Lord are open to the poor, and he takes thought for his prisoners.
34Let the heavens and the earth give praise to him, the seas, and everything moving in

them.
35 For God will be the saviour of Zion, and the builder of the towns of Judah; so that it

may be their resting-place and heritage.
36The seed of his servantswill have their part in it, and there the lovers of his namewill

have rest.

70
To the chief music-maker. Of David. To keep inmemory.
1Let your salvation come quickly, O God; come quickly to my help, O Lord.
2Let thosewhogoaftermysoul have shameand trouble; let thosewhohaveevil designs

against me be turned back andmade foolish.
3Let those who say Aha, aha! be turned back as a reward of their shame.
4Let all thosewho are looking for you be glad and have joy in you; let the lovers of your

salvation ever say, May God be great.
5But I ampoor and inneed; come tomequickly, OGod; youaremyhelp andmy saviour;

let there be no waiting, O Lord.

71
1 In you, O Lord, have I put my hope; let me never be shamed.
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2Keepme safe in your righteousness, and come tomy help; give ear tomy voice, and be
my saviour.

3Bemy strong Rock, the strong place of my salvation; for you aremy Rock, andmy safe
place.

4Omy God, take me out of the hand of the sinner, out of the hand of the evil and cruel
man.

5 For you are my hope, O Lord God; I have had faith in you from the time when I was
young.

6You have been my support from the day of my birth; you took me out of my mother's
body; my praise will be ever of you.

7 I am awonder to all; but you aremy strong tower.
8Mymouth will be full of your praise and glory all the day.
9Do not give me upwhen I am old; bemy help even whenmy strength is gone.
10 For my haters are waiting secretly for me; and those who are watching for my soul

are banded together in their evil designs,
11 Saying, God has given him up; go after him and take him, for he has no helper.
12O God, be not far fromme; Omy God, come quickly to my help.
13Let those who say evil against my soul be overcome and put to shame; let my haters

bemade low and have no honour.
14But I will go on ever hoping, and increasing in all your praise.
15Mymouthwillmake clear your righteousness and your salvation all the day; for they

aremore thanmay bemeasured.
16 I will give news of the great acts of the Lord God; my words will be of your

righteousness, and of yours only.
17O God, you have been my teacher from the time when I was young; and I have been

talking of your works of wonder even till now.
18Now when I am old and grey-headed, O God, give me not up; till I have made clear

your strength to this generation, and your power to all those to come.
19 Your righteousness, O God, is very high; you have done great things; O God, who is

like you?
20You, who have sent great and bitter troubles onme, will giveme life again, liftingme

up from the deep waters of the underworld.
21Youwill makeme greater than before, and give me comfort on every side.
22 I will give praise to you with instruments of music, O my God, for you are true; I will

make songs to you withmusic, O Holy One of Israel.
23 Joy will be onmy lips when I makemelody to you; and inmy soul, to which you have

given salvation.
24My tongue will be talking of your righteousness all the day; for those whose purpose

is to dome evil have been crushed and put to shame.

72
Of Solomon.
1Give the king your authority, O God, and your righteousness to the king's son.
2May he be a judge of your people in righteousness, and make true decisions for the

poor.
3May themountains give peace to the people, and the hills righteousness.
4May he be a judge of the poor among the people, may he give salvation to the children

of those who are in need; by him let the violent be crushed.
5May his life go on as long as the sun andmoon, through all generations.
6May he come down like rain on the cut grass; like showers watering the earth.
7 Inhis daysmay theupright dowell, living inpeaceas longas there is amoon inheaven.
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8Let his kingdom be from sea to sea, from the River to the ends of the earth.
9 Let those who are against him go down before him; and let his haters be low in the

dust.
10Let the kings of Tarshish and of the islands come back with offerings; let the kings of

Sheba and Seba give of their stores.
11Yes, let all kings go down before him; let all nations be his servants.
12 For he will be a saviour to the poor in answer to his cry; and to him who is in need,

without a helper.
13Hewill have pity on the poor, and be the saviour of those who are in need.
14Hewill keep their souls free fromevil designs andviolent attacks; and their bloodwill

be of value in his eyes.
15Mayhehave long life, andmaygold fromShebabegiven tohim: mayprayersbemade

for him at all times; may blessings be on him every day.
16 May there be wide-stretching fields of grain in the land, shaking on the top of the

mountains, full of fruit like Lebanon: may its stemsbeunnumbered like the grass
of the earth.

17May his name go on for ever, as long as the sun: may men be blessing themselves by
him; may all nations be blessing his name.

18Praise be to the Lord God, the God of Israel, the only doer of wonders.
19 Praise to the glory of his noble name for ever; let all the earth be full of his glory. So

be it, So be it.
20The prayers of David, the son of Jesse, are ended.

73
A Psalm. Of Asaph.
1Truly, God is good to Israel, even to such as are clean in heart.
2But as for me, my feet had almost gone from underme; I was near to slipping;
3Because ofmy envy of themen of pride, when I saw thewell-being of thewrongdoers.
4For they have no pain; their bodies are fat and strong.
5They are not in trouble as others are; they have no part in the unhappy fate of men.
6 For this reason pride is round them like a chain; they are clothed with violent

behaviour as with a robe.
7Their eyes are bursting with fat; they havemore than their heart's desire.
8 Their thoughts are deep with evil designs; their talk from their seats of power is of

cruel acts.
9Their mouth goes up to heaven; their tongues go walking through the earth.
10For this reason they are full of bread; and water is ever flowing for them.
11And they say, Howwill the Lord see this? is there knowledge in theMost High?
12Truly, such are the sinners; they do well at all times, and their wealth is increased.
13 As for me, I have made my heart clean to no purpose, washing my hands in

righteousness;
14For I have been troubled all the day; everymorning have I undergone punishment.
15 If Iwouldmake clearwhat it is like, Iwould say, You are false to the generation of your

children.
16When my thoughts were turned to see the reason of this, it was a weariness in my

eyes;
17Till I went into God's holy place, and saw the end of the evil-doers.
18 You put their feet where there was danger of slipping, so that they go down into

destruction.
19How suddenly are they wasted! fears are the cause of their destruction.
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20 As a dream when one is awake, they are ended; they are like an image gone out of
mind when sleep is over.

21My heart wasmade bitter, and I was pained by the bite of grief:
22As for me, I was foolish, and without knowledge; I was like a beast before you.
23But still I am ever with you; you have takenme bymy right hand.
24Your wisdomwill be my guide, and later you will put me in a place of honour.
25Whom have I in heaven but you? and having you I have no desire for anything on

earth.
26My flesh and my heart are wasting away: but God is the Rock of my heart and my

eternal heritage.
27For those who are far away from youwill come to destruction: youwill put an end to

all those who have not kept faith with you.
28But it is good for me to come near to God: I have put my faith in the Lord God, so that

I maymake clear all his works.

74
Maschil. Of Asaph.
1Of God, why have you put us away from you for ever? why is the fire of your wrath

smoking against the sheep who are your care?
2 Keep in mind your band of worshippers, for whom you gave payment in the days

which are past, whom you took for yourself as the people of your heritage; even
this mountain of Zion, which has been your resting-place.

3Go up and see the unending destruction; all the evil which your haters have done in
the holy place;

4 Sending out their voices like lions among your worshippers; they have put up their
signs to be seen.

5They are cutting down, like amanwhose blade is lifted up against the thick trees.
6Your doors are broken downwith hammers and iron blades.
7Theyhaveput onfire yourholy place; theyhavemade theplace of yournameunclean,

pulling it down to the earth.
8They have said in their hearts, Let us put an end to them all together; they have given

over to the fire all God's places of worship in the land.
9We do not see our signs: there is no longer any prophet, or anyone among us to say

how long.
10O God, how long will those who are against us say cruel things? will the hater go on

looking down on your name for ever?
11Why are you keeping back your hand, and covering your right hand in your robe?
12For from the past God is my King, working salvation in the earth.
13 The sea was parted in two by your strength; the heads of the great sea-beasts were

broken.
14The heads of the great snakewere crushed by you; you gave themas food to the fishes

of the sea.
15Youmade valleys for fountains and springs; youmade the ever-flowing rivers dry.
16The day is yours and the night is yours: youmade the light and the sun.
17By you all the limits of the earth were fixed; you havemade summer andwinter.
18Keep this inmind, OLord, that your haters have said cruel things, and that yourname

has been looked down on by a people of evil behaviour.
19O give not the soul of your dove to the hawk; let not the life of the poor go out of your

memory for ever.
20Keep in mind your undertaking; for the dark places of the earth are full of pride and

cruel acts.
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21 O let not the crushed be turned back in shame; let the low man and the poor give
praise to your name.

22Up! O God, be the judge of your cause; keep in mind the bitter things which the man
of evil behaviour says against you every day.

23Keep inmind the voice of your haters; the outcry of thosewho come against you goes
up every day.

75
To the chief music-maker; put to Al-tashheth. A Psalm. Of Asaph. A Song.
1 To you, O God, we give praise, to you we give praise: and those who give honour to

your namemake clear your works of power.
2When the right time has come, I will be the judge in righteousness.
3When the earth and all its people become feeble, I am the support of its pillars. (Selah.)
4 I say to themen of pride, Let your pride be gone: and to the sinners, Let not your horn

be lifted up.
5Letnot yourhornbe liftedup: let nomorewordsof pride come fromyouroutstretched

necks.
6For honour does not come from the east, or from thewest, or uplifting from the south;
7But God is the judge, putting down one, and lifting up another.
8 For in the hand of the Lord is a cup, and the wine is red; it is well mixed, overflowing

from his hand: he will make all the sinners of the earth take of it, even to the last
drop.

9But I will ever be full of joy, making songs of praise to the God of Jacob.
10By himwill all the horns of the sinners be cut off; but the horns of the upright will be

lifted up.

76
To the chief music-maker; put to Neginoth. A Psalm. Of Asaph. A Song.
1 In Judah is the knowledge of God; his name is great in Israel,
2 In Salem is his tent, his resting-place in Zion.
3 There were the arrows of the bow broken, there he put an end to body-cover, sword,

and fight. (Selah.)
4You are shining and full of glory, more than the eternal mountains.
5Gone is the wealth of the strong, their last sleep has overcome them; the men of war

have become feeble.
6At thevoiceof yourwrath,OGodof Jacob, deep sleephasovercomecarriageandhorse.
7You, youare tobe feared;whomaykeephis placebefore you in the timeof yourwrath?
8From heaven you gave your decision; the earth, in its fear, gave no sound,
9When God took his place as judge, for the salvation of the poor on the earth. (Selah.)
10The ... will give you praise; the rest of ...
11Give to the Lord yourGodwhat is his by right; let allwho are roundhimgive offerings

to himwho is to be feared.
12He puts an end to the wrath of rulers; he is feared by the kings of the earth.

77
To the chief music-maker. After Jeduthun. Of Asaph. A Psalm.
1 I was crying to God withmy voice; even to Godwithmy voice, and he gave ear to me.
2 In the day ofmy trouble, my heart was turned to the Lord: my handwas stretched out

in the night without resting; my soul would not be comforted.
3 I will keep God in memory, with sounds of grief; my thoughts are troubled, and my

spirit is overcome. (Selah.)
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4You keepmy eyes from sleep; I am so troubled that no words come.
5My thoughts go back to the days of the past, to the years which are gone.
6Thememory ofmy song comes back tome in the night; my thoughts aremoving inmy

heart; my spirit is searching with care.
7Will the Lord put me away for ever? will he be kind no longer?
8 Is his mercy quite gone for ever? has his word come to nothing?
9 Has God put away the memory of his pity? are his mercies shut up by his wrath?

(Selah.)
10 And I said, It is a weight on my spirit; but I will keep in mind the years of the right

hand of the Most High.
11 I will keep in mind the works of Jah: I will keep the memory of your wonders in the

past.
12 I will give thought to all your work, while mymind goes over your acts of power.
13Your way, O God, is holy: what god is so great as our God?
14You are the God who does works of power: you havemade your strength clear to the

nations.
15With your armyouhavemade your people free, the sons of Jacob and Joseph. (Selah.)
16Thewaters saw you, O God; thewaters saw you, theywere in fear: even the deepwas

troubled.
17The clouds sent outwater; the skies gave out a sound; truly, your arrowswent far and

wide.
18The voice of your thunderwent rolling on; theworldwas flamingwith the light of the

storm; the earth was shaking.
19Your way was in the sea, and your road in the great waters; there was no knowledge

of your footsteps.
20Youwere guiding your people like a flock, by the hand of Moses and Aaron.

78
Maschil. Of Asaph.
1Give ear, Omypeople, tomy law; let your ears be bent down to thewords ofmymouth.
2Openingmymouth I will give out a story, even the dark sayings of old times;
3Which have come to our hearing and our knowledge, as they were given to us by our

fathers.
4 We will not keep them secret from our children; we will make clear to the coming

generation the praises of the Lord and his strength, and the great works of
wonder which he has done.

5He put up awitness in Jacob, andmade a law in Israel; which he gave to our fathers so
that theymight give knowledge of them to their children;

6So that the generation to comemight have knowledge of them, even the children of the
future, who would give word of them to their children;

7So that theymight put their hope in God, and not let God's works go out of theirminds,
but keep his laws;

8And not be like their fathers, a stiff-necked and uncontrolled generation; a generation
whose heart was hard, whose spirit was not true to God.

9The children of Ephraim, armedwith bows, were turned back on the day of the fight.
10They were not ruled by God's word, and they would not go in the way of his law;
11They let hisworks go out of theirmemory, and thewonderswhich he hadmade them

see.
12He did great works before the eyes of their fathers, in the land of Egypt, in the fields

of Zoan.
13Theseawascut in twoso that theymight go through; thewatersweremassed together

on this side and on that.
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14 In the daytimehewas guiding them in the cloud, and all through thenightwith a light
of fire.

15The rocks of thewaste landwere broken by his power, and he gave them drink as out
of the deep waters.

16Hemade streams come out of the rock; and waters came flowing down like rivers.
17And they went on sinning against him even more, turning away from the Most High

in the waste land;
18Testing God in their hearts, requestingmeat for their desire.
19 They said bitter words against God, saying, Is God able to make ready a table in the

waste land?
20 See, the rock was cut open by his power, so that the water came rushing out, and

overflowing streams; is he able to give us bread? is he able to get meat for his
people?

21 So these things came to the Lord's ears, and he was angry; and a fire was lighted
against Jacob, and wrath came up against Israel;

22Because they had no faith in God, and no hope in his salvation.
23And he gave orders to the clouds on high, and the doors of heaven were open;
24And he sent downmanna like rain for their food, and gave them the grain of heaven.
25Man took part in the food of strong ones; he sent themmeat in full measure.
26He sent an east wind from heaven, driving on the south wind by his power.
27He sent downmeat on them like dust, and feathered birds like the sand of the sea,
28And he let it come down into their resting-place, round about their tents.
29 So they had food andwere full; for he gave them their desire;
30 But they were not turned from their desires; and while the food was still in their

mouths,
31The wrath of God came on them, and put to death the fattest of them, and put an end

to the youngmen of Israel.
32For all this they went on sinning evenmore, and had no faith in his great wonders.
33 So their days were wasted like a breath, and their years in trouble.
34 When he sent death on them, then they made search for him; turning to him and

looking for himwith care;
35 In thememory that God was their Rock, and theMost High God their saviour.
36But their lips were false to him, and their tongues were untrue to him;
37And their heartswere not rightwith him, and they did not keep their agreementwith

him.
38 But he, being full of pity, has forgiveness for sin, and does not put an end to man:

frequently turning back his wrath, and not being violently angry.
39So he kept inmind that they were only flesh; a breath which is quickly gone, andwill

not come again.
40Howfrequently did they goagainst him in thewaste land, andgivehimcause for grief

in the dry places!
41Again they put God to the test, and gave pain to the Holy One of Israel.
42They did not keep in mind the work of his hand, or the day when he took them from

the power of their haters;
43How he had done his signs in Egypt, and his wonders in the field of Zoan;
44 So that their rivers were turned to blood, and they were not able to get drink from

their streams.
45He sent different sorts of flies among them, poisoning their flesh; and frogs for their

destruction.
46Hegave the increase of their fields toworms, the fruits of their industry to the locusts.
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47He sent ice for the destruction of their vines; their trees were damaged by the bitter
cold.

48 Icewasraineddownon their cattle; thunderstormssentdestructionamong theflocks.
49Hesenton themtheheatofhiswrath, hisbitterdisgust, letting looseevil angelsamong

them.
50He let his wrath have its way; he did not keep back their soul from death, but gave

their life to disease.
51He gave to destruction all the first sons of Egypt; the first-fruits of their strength in the

tents of Ham;
52But he took his people out like sheep, guiding them in the waste land like a flock.
53He took them on safely so that they had no fear; but their haters were covered by the

sea.
54And he was their guide to his holy land, even to the mountain, which his right hand

hadmade his;
55Driving out nations before them,marking out the line of their heritage, and giving the

people of Israel their tents for a resting-place.
56But theywere bitter against theMost HighGod, testing him, and not keeping his laws;
57Their hearts were turned back and untrue like their fathers; theywere turned to one

side like a twisted bow.
58Theymade him angrywith their high places; moving him towrathwith their images.
59When this came to God's ears he was very angry, and gave up Israel completely;
60So that he went away from the holy place in Shiloh, the tent which he had put among

men;
61Andhe let his strengthbe takenprisoner, andgavehis glory into thehandsofhishater.
62He gave his people up to the sword, and was angry with his heritage.
63 Their young men were burned in the fire; and their virgins were not praised in the

bride-song.
64Their priests were put to death by the sword, and their widowsmade noweeping for

them.
65 Then was the Lord like one awaking from sleep, and like a strong man crying out

because of wine.
66His haters were turned back by his blows and shamed for ever.
67And he put the tent of Joseph on one side, and took not the tribe of Ephraim;
68But he took the tribe of Judah for himself, and themountain of Zion, in which he had

pleasure.
69And hemade his holy place like the high heaven, like the earth which is fixed by him

for ever.
70He took David to be his servant, taking him from the place of the flocks;
71Fromlookingafter the sheepwhichweregivingmilk, he tookhim togive food to Jacob

his people, and to Israel his heritage.
72Sohe gave them foodwith anupright heart, guiding themby thewisdomof his hands.

79
A Psalm. Of Asaph.
1O God, the nations have come into your heritage; they have made your holy Temple

unclean; they havemade Jerusalem amass of broken walls.
2They have given the bodies of your servants as food to the birds of the air, and the flesh

of your saints to the beasts of the earth.
3 Their blood has been flowing like water round about Jerusalem; there was no one to

put them in their last resting-place.
4We are looked down on by our neighbours, we are laughed at and made sport of by

those who are round us.
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5How long, O Lord? will you be angry for ever? will yourwrath go on burning like fire?
6Let yourwrath be on the nationswhohave no knowledge of you, and on the kingdoms

who have not made prayer to your name.
7For they have taken Jacob for their meat, andmade waste his house.
8 Do not keep in mind against us the sins of our fathers; let your mercy come to us

quickly, for we have beenmade very low.
9Give us help, O God of our salvation, for the glory of your name; take us out of danger

and give us forgiveness for our sins, because of your name.
10 Why may the nations say, Where is their God? Let payment for the blood of your

servants bemade openly among the nations before our eyes.
11 Let the cry of the prisoner come before you; with your strong arm make free the

children of death;
12Andgive punishment seven times over into the breast of ourneighbours for the bitter

words which they have said against you, O Lord.
13 So we your people, and the sheep of your flock, will give you glory for ever: we will

go on praising you through all generations.

80
To the chief music-maker; put to Shoshannim-eduth. Of Asaph. A Psalm.
1Give ear, O Keeper of Israel, guiding Joseph like a flock; youwho have your seat on the

winged ones, let your glory be seen.
2Before Ephraim and Benjamin andManasseh, let your strength be awake from sleep,

and come as our salvation.
3Take us back again, O God; let us see the shining of your face, and let us be safe.
4O Lord God of armies, how long will your wrath be burning against the rest of your

people?
5 You have given them the bread of weeping for food; for their drink you have given

them sorrow in great measure.
6 You make us a cause of war among our neighbours; our haters are laughing at us

among themselves.
7 Take us back again, O God of armies; let us see the shining of your face, and let us be

safe.
8You took a vine out of Egypt: driving out the nations, and planting it in their land.
9Youmadereadyaplace for it, so that itmight takedeep root, and it sent out its branches

over all the land.
10Themountains were covered with its shade, and the great trees with its branches.
11 It sent out its arms to the Sea, and its branches to the River.
12Whyare itswalls broken downby your hands, so that all who go bymay take its fruit?
13 It is uprooted by the pigs from thewoods, the beasts of the field get their food from it.
14 Come back, O God of armies: from heaven let your eyes be turned to this vine, and

give yourmind to it,
15Even to the tree which was planted by your right hand, and to the branch which you

made strong for yourself.
16 It is burned with fire; it is cut down: they aremade waste by the wrath of your face.
17Let your hand be on the man of your right hand, on the son of man whom youmade

strong for yourself.
18Sowill we not be turned back fromyou; keep us in life, andwewill give praise to your

name.
19 Take us back, O Lord God of armies; let us see the shining of your face, and let us be

safe.
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81
To the chief music-maker; put to the Gittith. Of Asaph.
1Make a song to God our strength: make a glad cry to the God of Jacob.
2Take up themelody, playing on an instrument of music, even on corded instruments.
3 Let the horn be sounded in the time of the new moon, at the full moon, on our holy

feast-day:
4For this is a rule for Israel, and a law of the God of Jacob.
5He gave it to Joseph as a witness, when he went out over the land of Egypt; then the

words of a strange tongue were sounding inmy ears.
6 I took the weight from his back; his hands weremade free from the baskets.
7You gave a cry in your trouble, and Imade you free; I gave you an answer in the secret

place of the thunder; I put you to the test at the waters of Meribah. (Selah.)
8Give ear, Omy people, and Iwill give youmyword, O Israel, if youwill only do as I say!
9There is to be no strange god among you; you are not to giveworship to any other god.
10 I am the Lord your God, who took you up from the land of Egypt: let your mouth be

open wide, so that I may give you food.
11But my people did not give ear to my voice; Israel would have nothing to do withme.
12 So I gave them up to the desires of their hearts; that they might go after their evil

purposes.
13 If only my people would give ear to me, walking inmyways!
14 I would quickly overcome their haters: my hand would be turned against those who

make war on them.
15The haters of the Lord would be broken, and their destruction would be eternal.
16 I would give them the best grain for food; you would be full of honey from the rock.

82
A Psalm. Of Asaph.
1God is in themeeting-place of God; he is judging among the gods.
2How long will you go on judging falsely, having respect for the persons of evil-doers?

(Selah.)
3Give ear to the cause of the poor and the children without fathers; let those who are

troubled and in need have their rights.
4Be the saviour of the poor and those who have nothing: take them out of the hand of

the evil-doers.
5They have no knowledge or sense; they go about in the dark: all the bases of the earth

are moved.
6 I said, You are gods; all of you are the sons of the Most High:
7But you will come to death like men, falling like one of the rulers of the earth.
8Up! O God, come as judge of the earth; for all the nations are your heritage.

83
A Song. A Psalm. Of Asaph.
1O God, do not keep quiet: let your lips be open and take no rest, O God.
2For see! thosewhomakewar on you are out of control; your haters are lifting up their

heads.
3 They have made wise designs against your people, talking together against those

whom you keep in a secret place.
4They have said, Come, let us put an end to them as a nation; so that the name of Israel

may go out of man's memory.
5For they have all come to an agreement; they are all joined together against you:
6The tents of Edom and the Ishmaelites; Moab and the Hagarites;
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7Gebal and Ammon and Amalek; the Philistines and the people of Tyre;
8Assur is joinedwith them; theyhavebecome the support of the childrenof Lot. (Selah.)
9 Do to them what you did to the Midianites; what you did to Sisera and Jabin, at the

stream of Kishon:
10Who came to destruction at En-dor; their bodies became dust and waste.
11Make their chiefs like Oreb and Zeeb; and all their rulers like Zebah and Zalmunna:
12Who have said, Let us take for our heritage the resting-place of God.
13Omy God, make them like the rolling dust; like dry stems before the wind.
14As fire burning a wood, and as a flame causing fire on themountains,
15 So go after them with your strong wind, and let them be full of fear because of your

storm.
16Let their faces be full of shame; so that theymay give honour to your name, O Lord.
17 Let them be overcome and troubled for ever; let them be put to shame and come to

destruction;
18So thatmenmay see that you only, whose name is Yahweh, areMost High over all the

earth.

84
To the chief music-maker; put to the Gittith A Psalm. Of the sons of Korah.
1How dear are your tents, O Lord of armies!
2The passion of my soul's desire is for the house of the Lord; my heart andmy flesh are

crying out for the living God.
3The little birds have places for themselves, where theymayput their young, even your

altars, O Lord of armies, my King andmy God.
4Happy are they whose resting-place is in your house: they will still be praising you.

(Selah.)
5Happy is themanwhose strength is in you; in whose heart are the highways to Zion.
6Going through the valley of balsam-trees, they make it a place of springs; it is clothed

with blessings by the early rain.
7They go from strength to strength; every one of them comes before God in Zion.
8O Lord God of armies, let my prayer come to you: give ear, O God of Jacob. (Selah.)
9O God, let your eyes be on him who is our safe cover, and let your heart be turned to

your king.
10 For a day in your house is better than a thousand. It is better to be a door-keeper in

the house of my God, than to be living in the tents of sin.
11The Lord God is our sun and our strength: the Lord will give grace and glory: he will

not keep back any good thing from those whose ways are upright.
12O Lord of armies, happy is themanwhose hope is in you.

85
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of the sons of Korah.
1Lord, you were good to your land: changing the fate of Jacob.
2 The wrongdoing of your people had forgiveness; all their sin had been covered.

(Selah.)
3Youwere no longer angry: you were turned from the heat of your wrath.
4Come back to us, O God of our salvation, and be angry with us no longer.
5 Will you go on being angry with us for ever? will you keep your wrath against us

through all the long generations?
6Will you not give us life again, so that your people may be glad in you?
7Let us see yourmercy, O Lord, and give us your salvation.
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8 I will give ear to the voice of the Lord; for he will say words of peace to his people and
to his saints; but let them not go back to their foolish ways.

9Truly, his salvation is near to his worshippers; so that glory may be in our land.
10Mercyand faithhavecome together; righteousnessandpeacehavegivenoneanother

a kiss.
11 Faith comes up from the earth like a plant; righteousness is looking down from

heaven.
12The Lord will give what is good; and our land will give its increase.
13Righteousness will go before him, making a way for his footsteps.

86
A Prayer. Of David.
1Let your ears be open to my voice, O Lord, and give me an answer; for I am poor and

in need.
2 Keep my soul, for I am true to you; O my God, give salvation to your servant, whose

hope is in you.
3Havemercy onme, O Lord; for my cry goes up to you all the day.
4Make glad the soul of your servant; for it is lifted up to you, O Lord.
5You are good, O Lord, and full of forgiveness; yourmercy is great to all whomake their

cry to you.
6O Lord, give ear to my prayer; and take note of the sound of my requests.
7 In the day of my trouble I send upmy cry to you; for you will give me an answer.
8There is no god like you, O Lord; there are no works like your works.
9Let all the nationswhomyou havemade come and giveworship to you, O Lord, giving

glory to your name.
10For you are great, and do great works of wonder; you only are God.
11Make your way clear tome, O Lord; I will go onmyway in your faith: let my heart be

glad in the fear of your name.
12 I will give you praise, O LordmyGod, with allmy heart; I will give glory to your name

for ever.
13For yourmercy tome is great; you have takenmy soul up from the deep places of the

underworld.
14O God, men of pride have come up against me, and the army of violent men would

takemy life; they have not put you before them.
15Butyou,OLord, areaGod full ofpityand forgiveness, slow toget angry, great inmercy

andwisdom.
16O be turned to me and have mercy on me: give your strength to your servant, and

your salvation to the son of her who is your servant.
17Give me a sign for good; so that my haters may see it and be shamed; because you,

Lord, have beenmy help and comfort.

87
Of the sons of Korah. A Psalm. A Song.
1This house is resting on the holy mountain.
2The Lord has more love for the doors of Zion than for all the tents of Jacob.
3Noble things are said of you, O town of God. (Selah.)
4 Rahab and Babylon will be named among those who have knowledge of me; see,

Philistia and Tyre, with Ethiopia; this man had his birth there.
5And of Zion it will be said, This or thatman had his birth there; and theMost Highwill

make her strong.
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6The Lordwill keep inmind, when he iswriting the records of the people, that thisman
had his birth there. (Selah.)

7The players on instruments will be there, and the dancers will say, All my springs are
in you.

88
A Song. A Psalm. Of the sons of Korah. To the chief music-maker; put to Mahalath
Leannoth. Maschil. Of Heman the Ezrahite.
1O Lord, God of my salvation, I have been crying to you for help by day and by night:
2Let my prayer come before you; give ear to my cry:
3Formy soul is full of evils, andmy life has come near to the underworld.
4 I am numbered among those who go down into the earth; I have become like a man

for whom there is no help:
5My soul is among the dead, like those in the underworld, to whom you give no more

thought; for they are cut off from your care.
6You have put me in the lowest deep, even in dark places.
7The weight of your wrath is crushingme, all your waves have overcomeme. (Selah.)
8You have sent my friends far away fromme; you have made me a disgusting thing in

their eyes: I am shut up, and not able to come out.
9My eyes are wasting away because of my trouble: Lord, my cry has gone up to you

every day, my hands are stretched out to you.
10Will you do works of wonder for the dead? will the shades come back to give you

praise? (Selah.)
11Will the story of yourmercy be given in the house of the dead? will news of your faith

come to the place of destruction?
12May therebeknowledgeof yourwonders in thedark? orof your righteousnesswhere

memory is dead?
13But to you did I send upmy cry, O Lord; in themorningmy prayer came before you.
14Lord, why have you sent awaymy soul? why is your face covered fromme?
15 I havebeen troubled and in fear of death from the timewhen Iwas young; yourwrath

is hard onme, and I have no strength.
16The heat of your wrath has gone over me; I am broken by your cruel punishments.
17They are roundme all the day like water; they havemade a circle about me.
18Youhave sentmy friends and lovers far fromme; I amgone from thememoryof those

who are dear to me.

89
Maschil. Of Ethan the Ezrahite.
1Mysongwill be of themercies of the Lord for ever: withmymouthwill Imakehis faith

clear to all generations.
2For you have said, Mercy will bemade strong for ever; my faith will be unchanging in

the heavens.
3 I havemade an agreementwith theman ofmy selection, I havemade an oath to David

my servant;
4 I will make your seed go on for ever, your kingdom will be strong through all

generations. (Selah.)
5 In heaven let them give praise for your wonders, O Lord; and your unchanging faith

among the saints.
6 For who is there in the heavens in comparison with the Lord? who is like the Lord

among the sons of the gods?
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7God is greatly to be feared among the saints, and to be honoured over all those who
are about him.

8 O Lord God of armies, who is strong like you, O Jah? and your unchanging faith is
round about you.

9Youhave rule over the sea in storm;when itswaves are troubled, youmake themcalm.
10Rahabwas crushed by you like one wounded to death; with your strong arm you put

to flight all your haters.
11 Yours are the heavens, and the earth is yours; you have made the world, and

everything which is in it.
12You havemade the north and the south; Tabor and Hermon are sounding with joy at

your name.
13Yours is an arm of power; strong is your hand and high your right hand.
14 The seat of your kingdom is resting on righteousness and right judging: mercy and

good faith come before your face.
15Happy are the people who have knowledge of the holy cry: the light of your face, O

Lord, will be shining on their way.
16 In your name will they have joy all the day: in your righteousness will they be lifted

up.
17For you are the glory of their strength; in your pleasure will our horn be lifted up.
18For our breastplate is the Lord; and our king is the Holy One of Israel's.
19Then your voice came to your holy one in a vision, saying, I have put the crown on a

strong one, lifting up one taken from among the people.
20 I havemade discovery of Davidmy servant; I have put my holy oil on his head.
21My handwill be his support; my armwill give him strength.
22Thedeceit of thosewhoareagainsthimwill not overcomehim; hewill notbe troubled

by the sons of evil.
23 I will have those who are against him broken before his face, and his haters will be

crushed undermy blows.
24But my faith and my mercy will be with him; and in my name will his horn be lifted

up.
25 I will put his hand in the sea, and his right hand in the rivers.
26Hewill say to me, You aremy father, my God, and the Rock of my salvation.
27And I will make him the first of my sons, most high over the kings of the earth.
28 I will keepmymercy for him for ever; my agreement with himwill not be changed.
29His seed will keep their place for ever; his kingdomwill be eternal, like the heavens.
30 If his children give upmy law, and are not ruled bymy decisions;
31 If my rules are broken, andmy orders are not kept;
32Then I will send punishment on them for their sin; my rodwill be the reward of their

evil-doing.
33But I will not take awaymymercy from him, and will not be false to my faith.
34 I will be true to my agreement; the things which have gone out of my lips will not be

changed.
35 I havemade an oath once bymy holy name, that I will not be false to David.
36His seed will not come to an end for ever; the seat of his kingdomwill be like the sun

before me.
37 It will be fixed for ever like themoon; and the witness in heaven is true. (Selah.)
38 But you have put him away in disgust; you have been angry with the king of your

selection.
39 You have made your agreement with your servant of no effect: you have had no

respect for his crown, it has come down even to the earth.
40All his walls are broken down; you have given his strong towers to destruction.
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41All those who come by take away his goods; he is laughed at by his neighbours.
42 You have given power to the right hand of his haters; you have made glad all those

who are against him.
43His sword is turned back; you have not been his support in the fight.
44Youhaveput anend tohis glory: the seat ofhis kingdomhasbeen levelled to theearth.
45You havemade him old before his time; he is covered with shame. (Selah.)
46How long, O Lord, will you Keep yourself for ever from our eyes? how long will your

wrath be burning like fire?
47 See how short my time is; why have youmade all men for no purpose?
48What man now living will not see death? will he be able to keep back his soul from

the underworld? (Selah.)
49Lord, where are your earlier mercies? where is the oath which youmade to David in

unchanging faith?
50Keep inmind, O Lord, the shame of your servants, and how the bitter words of all the

people have come into my heart;
51The bitter words of your haters, O Lord, shaming the footsteps of your king.
52Let the Lord be praised for ever. So be it, So be it.

90
A Prayer of Moses, the man of God.
1Lord, you have been our resting-place in all generations.
2 Before the mountains were made, before you had given birth to the earth and the

world, before time was, and for ever, you are God.
3You sendman back to his dust; and say, Go back, you children of men.
4 For to you a thousand years are no more than yesterday when it is past, and like a

watch in the night.
5 ...
6 In themorning it is green; in the evening it is cut down, and becomes dry.
7We are burned up by the heat of your passion, and troubled by your wrath.
8You have put our evil doings before you, our secret sins in the light of your face.
9For all our days have gone by in your wrath; our years come to an end like a breath.
10 The measure of our life is seventy years; and if through strength it may be eighty

years, its pride is only trouble and sorrow, for it comes to an end and we are
quickly gone.

11Who has knowledge of the power of your wrath, or who takes note of the weight of
your passion?

12 So give us knowledge of the number of our days, that wemay get a heart of wisdom.
13Come back, O Lord; how long? let your purpose for your servants be changed.
14 In the morning give us your mercy in full measure; so that we may have joy and

delight all our days.
15Makeus glad in reward for the days of our sorrow, and for the years inwhichwehave

seen evil.
16Make your work clear to your servants, and your glory to their children.
17Let the pleasure of the Lord ourGod be onus: O Lord, give strength to thework of our

hands.

91
1Happy is hewhose resting-place is in the secret of the Lord, and under the shade of the

wings of the Most High;
2Who says of the Lord, He is my safe place and my tower of strength: he is my God, in

whom is my hope.



Psalms 91:3 540 Psalms 93:1

3Hewill take you out of the bird-net, and keep you safe fromwasting disease.
4 You will be covered by his feathers; under his wings you will be safe: his good faith

will be your salvation.
5Youwill have no fear of the evil things of the night, or of the arrow in flight by day,
6Orof thediseasewhich takesmen in thedark, or of thedestructionwhichmakeswaste

when the sun is high.
7You will see a thousand falling by your side, and ten thousand at your right hand; but

it will not come near you.
8Only with your eyes will you see the reward of the evil-doers.
9Because you have said, I am in the hands of the Lord, theMost High ismy safe resting-

place;
10No evil will come on you, and no disease will come near your tent.
11For he will give you into the care of his angels to keep you wherever you go.
12 In their hands they will keep you up, so that your foot may not be crushed against a

stone.
13 You will put your foot on the lion and the snake; the young lion and the great snake

will be crushed under your feet.
14 Because he has given me his love, I will take him out of danger: I will put him in a

place of honour, because he has kept my name in his heart.
15Whenhis cry comes up tome, I will give him an answer: I will bewith him in trouble;

I will make him free from danger and give him honour.
16With long life will he be rewarded; and I will let him seemy salvation.

92
A Psalm. A Song for the Sabbath.
1 It is a good thing to give praise to the Lord, and to makemelody to your name, OMost

High;
2Tomake clear yourmercy in themorning, and your unchanging faith every night;
3On a ten-corded instrument, and on an instrument of music with a quiet sound.
4For you, O Lord, havemademe glad through yourwork; I will have joy in theworks of

your hands.
5O Lord, how great are your works! and your thoughts are very deep.
6Amanwithout sense has no knowledge of this; and a foolishmanmay not take it in.
7 When the sinners come up like the grass, and all the workers of evil do well for

themselves, it is so that their endmay be eternal destruction.
8But you, O Lord, are on high for ever.
9For see! your haters, O Lord, will be put to death; all the workers of evil will be put to

flight;
10But my horn is lifted up like the horn of the ox: the best oil is flowing onmy head.
11My eyes have seen trouble come on my haters; my ears have news of the fate of the

evil-doers who have come up against me.
12 The good man will be like a tall tree in his strength; his growth will be as the wide-

stretching trees of Lebanon.
13 Those who are planted in the house of the Lord will come up tall and strong in his

gardens.
14They will give fruit even when they are old; they will be fertile and full of growth;
15For a sign that the Lord is upright; he is my Rock, there is no deceit in him.

93
1 The Lord is King; he is clothed with glory; the Lord is clothed with strength; power is

the cord of his robe; the world is fixed, so that it may not bemoved.
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2The seat of your power has been from the past; you are eternal.
3 The rivers send up, O Lord, the rivers send up their voices; they send them up with a

loud cry.
4The Lord in heaven is stronger than the noise of great waters, yes, he is stronger than

the great waves of the sea.
5Your witness is most certain; it is right for your house to be holy, O Lord, for ever.

94
1O God, in whose hands is punishment, O God of punishment, let your shining face be

seen.
2Be lifted up, O judge of the earth; let their reward come to themen of pride.
3How long will sinners, O Lord, how long will sinners have joy over us?
4 Words of pride come from their lips; all the workers of evil say great things of

themselves.
5Your people are crushed by them, O Lord, your heritage is troubled,
6They put to death thewidowand the guest, they take the lives of childrenwho have no

father;
7And they say, Jah will not see it, the God of Jacob will not give thought to it.
8 Give your mind to my words, you who are without wisdom among the people; you

foolishmen, whenwill you be wise?
9Has he bywhomyour earswere planted no hearing? or is he blind bywhomyour eyes

were formed?
10Hewho is the judge of the nations, will he not givemen the reward of their acts, even

he who gives knowledge to man?
11The Lord has knowledge of the thoughts of man, for they are only a breath.
12Happy is the man who is guided by you, O Jah, and to whom you give teaching out of

your law;
13 So that you may give him rest from the days of evil, till a hole is made ready for the

destruction of the sinners.
14The Lord will not give up his people, or take away his support from his heritage;
15But decisions will again bemade in righteousness; and they will be kept by all whose

hearts are true.
16Who will give me help against the sinners? and who will be my support against the

workers of evil?
17 If theLordhadnotbeenmyhelper,my soulwouldquicklyhavegonedown intodeath.
18 If I say, My foot is slipping; yourmercy, O Lord, is my support.
19Among all my troubled thoughts, your comforts are the delight of my soul.
20What part with you has the seat of sin, whichmakes evil into a law?
21 They are banded together against the soul of the upright, to give decisions against

those who have done no wrong.
22But the Lord is my safe resting-place; my God is the Rock where I am safe.
23Andhehasmade their evil designs comeback on themselves, cutting themoff in their

sin; the Lord our Godwill put an end to them.

95
1 O come, let us make songs to the Lord; sending up glad voices to the Rock of our

salvation.
2Let us come before his face with praises; andmakemelody with holy songs.
3For the Lord is a great God, and a great King over all gods.
4The deep places of the earth are in his hand; and the tops of themountains are his.
5The sea is his, and hemade it; and the dry land was formed by his hands.
6O come, let us give worship, falling down on our knees before the Lord ourMaker.
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7 For he is our God; and we are the people to whom he gives food, and the sheep of his
flock. Today, if you would only give ear to his voice!

8Let not your hearts be hard, as at Meribah, as in the day of Massah in the waste land;
9When your fathers put me to the test and sawmy power andmywork.
10 For forty years I was angry with this generation, and said, They are a people whose

hearts are turned away fromme, for they have no knowledge of myways;
11And I made an oath inmywrath, that theymight not come into my place of rest.

96
1Omake a new song to the Lord; let all the earthmakemelody to the Lord.
2Make songs to the Lord, blessing his name; give the good news of his salvation day by

day.
3Make clear his glory to the nations, and his wonders to all the peoples.
4 For the Lord is great, and greatly to be praised; he is more to be feared than all other

gods.
5For all the gods of the nations are false gods; but the Lordmade the heavens.
6Honour and glory are before him: strong and fair is his holy place.
7Give to the Lord, O you families of the peoples, give to the Lord glory and strength.
8 Give to the Lord the glory of his name; take with you an offering and come into his

house.
9O give worship to the Lord in holy robes; be in fear before him, all the earth.
10 Say among the nations, The Lord is King; yes, the world is ordered so that it may not

bemoved; he will be an upright judge of the peoples.
11 Let the heavens have joy and the earth be glad; let the sea be thundering with all its

waters;
12Let the field be glad, and everything which is in it; yes, let all the trees of the wood be

sounding with joy,
13Before the Lord, for he is come; he is come to be the judge of the earth; the earth will

be judged in righteousness, and the peoples with unchanging faith.

97
1The Lord is King, let the earth have joy; let all the sea-lands be glad.
2Dark clouds are round him; his kingdom is based on righteousness and right judging.
3Fire goes before him, burning up all those who are against him round about.
4His bright flames give light to the world; the earth saw it with fear.
5 The mountains became like wax at the coming of the Lord, at the coming of the Lord

of all the earth.
6The heavens gave out the news of his righteousness, and all the people saw his glory.
7Shamedbe all thosewho giveworship to images, and take pride in false gods; give him

worship, all you gods.
8 Zion gave ear and was glad; and the daughters of Judah were full of joy, because of

your decisions, O Lord.
9For you, Lord, are most high over the earth; you are lifted up over all other gods.
10 You who are lovers of the Lord, be haters of evil; he keeps the souls of his saints; he

takes them out of the hand of sinners.
11 Light is shining on the lovers of righteousness, and for the upright in heart there is

joy.
12Be glad in the Lord, you upright men; praising thememory of his holy name.

98
A Psalm.
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1Omake a new song to the Lord, because he has done works of wonder; with his right
hand, and with his holy arm, he has overcome.

2 The Lord has given to all the knowledge of his salvation; he has made clear his
righteousness in the eyes of the nations.

3He has kept in mind his mercy and his unchanging faith to the house of Israel; all the
ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.

4 Let all the earth send out a glad cry to the Lord; sounding with a loud voice, and
praising himwith songs of joy.

5Makemelody to theLordwith instruments ofmusic; with a corded instrument and the
voice of song.

6With wind instruments and the sound of the horn, make a glad cry before the Lord,
the King.

7Let the sea be thundering, with all its waters; the world, and all who are living in it;
8 Let the streams make sounds of joy with their hands; let the mountains be glad

together,
9 Before the Lord, for he has come as judge of the earth; judging the world in

righteousness, and giving true decisions for the peoples.

99
1The Lord is King; let the peoples be in fear: his seat is on thewinged ones; let the earth

bemoved.
2The Lord is great in Zion; he is high over all the nations.
3Let them give praise to your name, for it is great and to be feared; holy is he.
4The king's power is used for righteousness; you give true decisions, judging rightly in

the land of Jacob.
5Give high honour to the Lord our God, worshipping at his feet; holy is he.
6Moses and Aaron among his priests, and Samuel among thosewho gave honour to his

name; theymade prayers to the Lord, and he gave answers to them.
7 His voice came to them from the pillar of cloud; they kept his witness, and the law

which he gave them.
8 You gave them an answer, O Lord our God; you took away their sin, though you gave

them punishment for their wrongdoing.
9Give high honour to the Lord our God, worshippingwith your faces turned to his holy

hill; for the Lord our God is holy.

100
A Psalm of Praise.
1Make a glad sound to the Lord, all the earth.
2Give worship to the Lord with joy; come before himwith a song.
3 Be certain that the Lord is God; it is he who has made us, and we are his; we are his

people, and the sheep to whom he gives food.
4Come into his doorswith joy, and into his housewith praise; give himhonour, blessing

his name.
5 For the Lord is good, and his mercy is never-ending; his faith is unchanging through

all generations.

101
A Psalm. Of David.
1 I will make a song of mercy and righteousness; to you, O Lord, will I makemelody.
2 I will do wisely in the way of righteousness: O when will you come to me? I will be

walking inmy house with a true heart.



Psalms 101:3 544 Psalms 102:26

3 I will not put any evil thing before my eyes; I am against all turning to one side; I will
not have it near me.

4The false heart I will send away fromme: I will not have an evil-doer for a friend.
5 I will put to death anyonewho says evil of his neighbour secretly; themanwith a high

look and a heart of pride is disgusting to me.
6My eyes will be on those of good faith in the land, so that they may be living in my

house; he who is walking in the right way will be my servant.
7 The worker of deceit will not come into my house; the false man will have no place

before my eyes.
8Morning bymorningwill I put to death all the sinners in the land, so that all evil-doers

may be cut off from Jerusalem.

102
A Prayer of the man who is in trouble, when he is overcome, and puts his grief before
the Lord.
1Give ear to my prayer, O Lord, and let my cry come to you.
2Let not your face be veiled fromme in the day ofmy trouble; give ear tome, and letmy

cry be answered quickly.
3My days are wasted like smoke, andmy bones are burned up as in a fire.
4My heart is broken; it has become dry and dead like grass, so that I give no thought to

food.
5Because of the voice of my sorrow, my flesh is wasted to the bone.
6 I am like a bird living by itself in thewaste places; like the night-bird in awaste of sand.
7 I keep watch like a bird by itself on the house-top.
8Myhaters sayevil ofmeall day; thosewhoareviolent againstmemakeuseofmyname

as a curse.
9 I have had dust for bread andmy drink has beenmixed with weeping:
10Because of your passion and yourwrath, for I have been lifted up and thenmade low

by you.
11My days are like a shade which is stretched out; I am dry like the grass.
12But you, O Lord, are eternal; and your namewill never come to an end.
13 You will again get up and have mercy on Zion: for the time has come for her to be

comforted.
14For your servants take pleasure in her stones, looking with love on her dust.
15So the nations will give honour to the name of the Lord, and all the kings of the earth

will be in fear of his glory:
16When the Lord has put up the walls of Zion, and has been been in his glory;
17When he has given ear to the prayer of the poor, and has not put his request on one

side.
18Thiswill be put inwriting for the coming generation, and the people of the futurewill

give praise to the Lord.
19For from his holy place the Lord has seen, looking down on the earth from heaven;
20Hearing the cry of the prisoner, making free those for whom death is ordered;
21 So that theymay give out the name of the Lord in Zion, and his praise in Jerusalem;
22When the peoples are come together, and the kingdoms, to give worship to the Lord.
23He has takenmy strength fromme in the way; he has made short my days.
24 I will say, O my God, take me not away before my time; your years go on through all

generations:
25 In the past you put the earth on its base, and the heavens are thework of your hands.
26They will come to an end, but you will still go on; they all will become old like a coat,

and like a robe they will be changed:
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27But you are the unchanging One, and your years will have no end.
28 The children of your servants will have a safe resting-place, and their seed will be

ever before you.

103
Of David.
1Give praise to the Lord, Omy soul; let everything inme give praise to his holy name.
2Give praise to the Lord, Omy soul; let not all his blessings go from yourmemory.
3He has forgiveness for all your sins; he takes away all your diseases;
4He keeps back your life from destruction, crowning you withmercy and grace.
5Hemakes yourmouth full of good things, so that your strength ismade new again like

the eagle's.
6The Lord gives decisions in righteousness for all who are in trouble.
7 He gave knowledge of his way to Moses, and made his acts clear to the children of

Israel.
8The Lord is kind and full of pity, not quicklymade angry, but ever ready to havemercy.
9His feeling will no longer be bitter; he will not keep his wrath for ever.
10He has not given us the punishment for our sins, or the reward of our wrongdoing.
11For as the heaven is high over the earth, so great is his mercy to his worshippers.
12As far as the east is from the west, so far has he put our sins from us.
13As a father has pity on his children, so the Lord has pity on his worshippers.
14For he has knowledge of our feeble frame; he sees that we are only dust.
15As for man, his days are as grass: his beautiful growth is like the flower of the field.
16The wind goes over it and it is gone; and its place sees it no longer.
17But themercy of the Lord is eternal for hisworshippers, and their children's children

will see his righteousness;
18 If they keep his agreement, and have his laws inmind to do them.
19The Lord hasmade ready his high seat in the heavens; his kingdom is ruling over all.
20Give praise to the Lord, you his angels, who are great in strength, doing his orders,

and waiting for his voice.
21Give praise to the Lord, all you his armies; and you his servants who do his pleasure.
22Give praise to the Lord, all his works, in all places under his rule: give praise to the

Lord, Omy soul.

104
1Give praise to the Lord, O my soul. O Lord my God, you are very great; you are robed

with honour and power.
2You are clothed with light as with a robe; stretching out the heavens like a curtain:
3The arch of your house is based on thewaters; youmake the clouds your carriage; you

go on the wings of the wind:
4Hemakes winds his angels, and flames of fire his servants.
5He has made the earth strong on its bases, so that it may not be moved for ever and

ever;
6Covering it with the sea as with a robe: the waters were high over themountains;
7At the voice of your word they went in flight; at the sound of your thunder they went

away in fear;
8Themountains cameupand the valleyswent down into theplacewhichyouhadmade

ready for them.
9Youmade a limit overwhich theymight not go, so that the earthwould never again be

covered by them.
10You sent the springs into the valleys; they are flowing between the hills.
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11They give drink to every beast of thefield; themountain asses come to them forwater.
12The birds of the air have their resting-places by them, andmake their song among the

branches.
13He sends down rain from his store-houses on the hills: the earth is full of the fruit of

his works.
14Hemakes the grass comeup for the cattle, and plants for the use ofman; so that bread

may come out of the earth;
15And wine to make glad the heart of man, and oil to make his face shining, and bread

giving strength to his heart.
16The trees of the Lord are full of growth, the cedars of Lebanon of his planting;
17Where the birds have their resting-places; as for the stork, the tall trees are her house.
18 The high hills are a safe place for the mountain goats, and the rocks for the small

beasts.
19Hemade themoon for a sign of the divisions of the year; teaching the sun the time of

its going down.
20When youmake it dark, it is night, when all the beasts of the woods come quietly out

of their secret places.
21The young lions go thundering after their food; searching for their meat from God.
22The sun comes up, and they come together, and go back to their secret places to take

their rest.
23Man goes out to his work, and to his business, till the evening.
24O Lord, how great is the number of your works! in wisdom you have made them all;

the earth is full of the things you havemade.
25There is the great, wide sea, where there are living things, great and small, more than

may be numbered.
26There go the ships; there is that great beast, which you havemade as a plaything.
27All of them are waiting for you, to give them their food in its time.
28They takewhat you give them; they are full of the good things which come from your

open hand.
29 If your face is veiled, they are troubled; when you take away their breath, they come

to an end, and go back to the dust.
30 If you send out your spirit, they are given life; youmake new the face of the earth.
31Let the glory of the Lord be for ever; let the Lord have joy in his works:
32At whose look the earth is shaking; at whose touch themountains send out smoke.
33 I will make songs to the Lord all my life; I will make melody to my God while I have

my being.
34Let my thoughts be sweet to him: I will be glad in the Lord.
35Let sinners be cut off from the earth, and let all evil-doers come to an end. Give praise

to the Lord, Omy soul. Give praise to the Lord.

105
1 O give praise to the Lord; give honour to his name, talking of his doings among the

peoples.
2Let your voice be sounding in songs andmelody; let all your thoughts be of thewonder

of his works.
3Have glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who are searching after the Lord

be glad.
4Let your search be for the Lord and for his strength; let your hearts ever be turned to

him.
5Keep inmind the greatworkswhich he has done; hiswonders, and the decisions of his

mouth;
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6O you seed of Abraham, his servant, you children of Jacob, his loved ones.
7He is the Lord our God: he is judge of all the earth.
8He has kept his agreement in mind for ever, the word which he gave for a thousand

generations;
9The agreement which hemade with Abraham, and his oath to Isaac;
10And he gave it to Jacob for a law, and to Israel for an eternal agreement;
11 Saying, To you will I give the land of Canaan, themeasured line of your heritage:
12When they were still small in number, and strange in the land;
13When theywent about fromone nation to another, and fromone kingdom to another

people.
14Hewould not let anyone do themwrong; he even kept back kings because of them,
15 Saying, Put not your hand on those who have been marked with my holy oil, and do

my prophets no wrong.
16And he took away all food from the land, so that the people were without bread.
17He sent a man before them, even Joseph, whowas given as a servant for a price:
18His feet were fixed in chains; his neck was put in iron bands;
19Till the time when his word came true; he was tested by the word of the Lord.
20The king sent men to take off his chains; even the ruler of the people, who let him go

free.
21Hemade him lord of his house, and ruler over everything he had;
22Togivehis chiefs teaching at his pleasure, and so that his law-giversmight getwisdom

from him.
23Then Israel came into Egypt, and Jacob was living in the land of Ham.
24 And his people were greatly increased, and became stronger than those who were

against them.
25Their hearts were turned to hate against his people, so that theymade secret designs

against them.
26He sent Moses, his servant, and Aaron, theman of his selection.
27He let his signs be seen among the people, and his wonders in the land of Ham.
28He sent black night andmade it dark; and they did not go against his word.
29At his word their waters were turned to blood, and he sent death on all their fish.
30Their land was full of frogs, even in the rooms of the king.
31He gave the word, and there came the dog-fly, and insects over all the land.
32He gave them ice for rain, and flaming fire in their land.
33He gave their vines and their fig-trees to destruction, and the trees of their landwere

broken down.
34At his word the locusts came, and young locusts more thanmight be numbered,
35And put an end to all the plants of their land, taking all the fruit of the earth for food.
36 He put to death the first child of every family in the land, the first-fruits of their

strength.
37He took his people out with silver and gold: there was not one feeble person among

them.
38Egypt was glad when they went; for the fear of them had come down on them.
39A cloudwas stretched over them for a cover; and he sent fire to give light in the night.
40At the people's request he sent birds, and gave them the bread of heaven for food.
41His hand made the rock open, and the waters came streaming out; they went down

through the dry places like a river.
42For he kept in mind his holy word, and Abraham, his servant.
43And he took his people out with joy, the men of his selection with glad cries:
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44And gave them the lands of the nations; and they took the work of the peoples for a
heritage;

45 So that theymight keep his orders, and be true to his laws. Give praise to the Lord.

106
1 Let the Lord be praised. O give praise to the Lord, for he is good: for his mercy is

unchanging for ever.
2Who is able to give an account of the great acts of the Lord, or to make clear all his

praise?
3 Happy are they whose decisions are upright, and he who does righteousness at all

times.
4Keepme inmind, O Lord, when you are good to your people; O let your salvation come

tome;
5 So that I may see the well-being of the people of your selection, and have a part in the

joy of your nation, and take pride in your heritage.
6We are sinners like our fathers, we have done wrong, our acts are evil.
7 Our fathers did not give thought to your wonders in Egypt; they did not keep in

memory the great number of your mercies, but gave you cause for wrath at the
sea, even at the Red Sea.

8But he was their saviour because of his name, so that menmight see his great power.
9By his word the Red Sea was made dry: and he took them through the deep waters as

through the waste land.
10 And he took them safely out of the hands of their haters, and kept them from the

attacks of those whowere against them.
11And the waters went over their haters; all of them came to an end.
12Then they had faith in his words; they gave him songs of praise.
13But their memory of his works was short; not waiting to be guided by him,
14They gaveway to their evil desires in thewaste land, and put God to the test in the dry

places.
15And he gave them their request, but sent a wasting disease into their souls.
16 They were full of envy against Moses among the tents, and against Aaron, the holy

one of the Lord.
17The earth opening put an end to Dathan, covering up Abiram and his band.
18And a fire was lighted among their tents; the sinners were burned up by the flames.
19Theymade a young ox in Horeb, and gave worship to an image of gold.
20And their glory was changed into the image of an ox, whose food is grass.
21They had nomemory of God their saviour, who had done great things in Egypt;
22Works of wonder in the land of Ham, and things of fear by the Red Sea.
23 And he was purposing to put an end to them if Moses, his special servant, had not

gone up before him, between himandhis people, turning back hiswrath, to keep
them from destruction.

24They were disgusted with the good land; they had no belief in his word;
25 Talking against him secretly in their tents, they did not give ear to the voice of the

Lord.
26 So hemade an oath against them, to put an end to them in the waste land:
27 That their children might be mixed among the nations, and sent away into other

lands.
28And they were joined to Baal-peor, and took part in the offerings to the dead.
29 So theymade him angry by their behaviour; and he sent disease on them.
30Then Phinehas got up, andmade prayer for them; and the disease went no farther.
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31And all the generations coming after him kept the memory of his righteousness for
ever.

32 They made God angry again at the waters of Meribah, so that Moses was troubled
because of them;

33For theymade his spirit bitter, and he said unwise things.
34They did not put an end to the peoples, as the Lord had said;
35But they were joined to the nations, learning their works.
36And they gave worship to images; which were a danger to them:
37They evenmade offerings of their sons and their daughters to evil spirits,
38Andgave thebloodof their sonsand theirdaughterswhohaddonenowrong, offering

them to the images of Canaan; and the land wasmade unclean with blood.
39 So they became unclean through their works, going after their evil desires.
40 Then the wrath of the Lord was burning against his people, and he was angry with

his heritage.
41And he gave them into the hands of the nations; and they were ruled by their haters.
42By them they were crushed, andmade low under their hands.
43Again andagainhemade them free; but their heartswere turned against his purpose,

and they were overcome by their sins.
44But when their cry came to his ears, he had pity on their trouble:
45 And kept in mind his agreement with them, and in his great mercy gave them

forgiveness.
46He put pity into the hearts of those whomade them prisoners.
47Beoursaviour,OLordourGod, and letus comeback together fromamong thenations,

so that wemay give honour to your holy name, and have glory in your praise.
48Praise be to the Lord God of Israel for ever and for ever; and let all the people say, So

be it. Give praise to the Lord.

107
1O give praise to the Lord, for he is good: for his mercy is unchanging for ever.
2Let thosewhose cause the Lord has taken up say so, his peoplewhomhe has taken out

of the hands of their haters;
3Making them come together out of all the lands, from the east and from thewest, from

the north and from the south.
4They were wandering in the waste places; they saw noway to a resting-place.
5Their souls became feeble for need of food and drink.
6Then they sent up their cry to the Lord in their sorrow, and he gave them salvation out

of all their troubles;
7Guiding them in the right way, so that they might come into the town of their resting-

place.
8Let men give praise to the Lord for his mercy, and for the wonders which he does for

the children of men!
9He gives its desire to the unresting soul, so that it is full of good things.
10Those whowere in the dark, in the black night, in chains of sorrow and iron;
11Because they went against the words of God, and gave no thought to the laws of the

Most High:
12So that hemade their hearts weighted downwith grief; theywere falling, and had no

helper.
13 Then they sent up their cry to the Lord in their sorrow, and he gave them salvation

out of all their troubles.
14He took them out of the dark and the black night, and all their chains were broken.
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15Let men give praise to the Lord for his mercy, and for the wonders which he does for
the children of men!

16The doors of brass are broken by his arm, and the bands of iron are cut in two.
17Foolishmen, because of their sins, and because of their wrongdoing, are troubled;
18They are disgusted by all food, and they come near to the doors of death.
19 Then they send up their cry to the Lord in their sorrow, and he gives them salvation

out of all their troubles.
20He sent his word andmade themwell, and kept them safe from the underworld.
21Let men give praise to the Lord for his mercy, and for the wonders which he does for

the children of men!
22Let themmake offerings of praise, giving news of his works with cries of joy.
23Those who go down to the sea in ships, who do business in the great waters;
24They see the works of the Lord, and his wonders in the deep.
25For at his word comes up the storm-wind, lifting high the waves.
26The sailors go up to heaven, and down into the deep; their souls are wasted because

of their trouble.
27 They are turned here and there, rolling like a man who is full of wine; and all their

wisdom comes to nothing.
28 Then they send up their cry to the Lord in their sorrow, and he gives them salvation

out of all their troubles.
29Hemakes the storm into a calm, so that the waves are at peace.
30Then they are glad, because the sea is quiet, and he takes them to the harbour of their

desire.
31Let men give praise to the Lord for his mercy, and for the wonders which he does for

the children of men!
32Let them give glory to him in themeeting of the people, and praise among the chiefs.
33Hemakes rivers into waste places, and springs of water into a dry land;
34Hemakes a fertile country into a saltwaste, because of the sins of thosewhoare living

there.
35Hemakes a waste land into a place of water, and a dry land into water-springs.
36And therehe gives the poor a resting-place, so that theymaymake themselves a town;
37And put seed in the fields andmake vine-gardens, to give them fruit.
38He gives them his blessing so that they are increased greatly, and their cattle do not

become less.
39Andwhen they aremade low, and crushed by trouble and sorrow,
40He puts an end to the pride of kings, and sends them wandering in the waste lands

where there is no way.
41Butheputs thepoormanonhigh fromhis troubles, andgiveshim families like aflock.
42The upright see it and are glad: the mouth of the sinner is stopped.
43Let the wise give thought to these things, and see themercies of the Lord.

108
A Song. A Psalm. Of David.
1O God, my heart is fixed; I will make songs andmelody, even withmy glory.
2Give out your sounds, O corded instruments: the dawnwill be awakingwithmy song.
3 I will give you praise, O Lord, among the peoples; I willmakemelody to you among the

nations.
4Foryourmercy is higher than theheavens: andyourunchanging faith than the clouds.
5Be lifted up, O God, higher than the heavens; let your glory be over all the earth.
6Let your right hand be stretched out for salvation, and giveme an answer, so that your

loved ones may be safe from danger.
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7 This is the word of the holy God: I will be glad; I will make Shechem a heritage,
measuring out the valley of Succoth.

8 Gilead is mine; Manasseh is mine; Ephraim is the strength of my head; Judah is my
law-giver;

9Moab ismywashpot; on Edom is the resting-place ofmy shoe; over Philistiawill I send
out a glad cry.

10Whowill takeme into the strong town? whowill be my guide into Edom?
11Have you not sent us away from you, O God? and you go not out with our armies.
12Give us help in our trouble; for there is no help inman.
13With Godwewill do great things; for by himwill our haters be crushed underfoot.

109
To the chief music-maker. Of David. A Psalm.
1God of my praise, let my prayer be answered;
2For themouthof the sinner is openagainstme indeceit: his tonguehas said false things

against me.
3Words of hate are round about me; they havemade war against mewithout cause.
4Formy love they give me back hate; but I have givenmyself to prayer.
5They have put onme evil for good; hate in exchange for my love.
6Put an evil man over him; and let one be placed at his right hand to say evil of him.
7When he is judged, let the decision go against him; andmay his prayer become sin.
8Let his life be short; let another take his position of authority.
9Let his children have no father, and his wife bemade a widow.
10Let his children bewanderers, looking to others for their food; let them be sent away

from the company of their friends.
11Let his creditor take all his goods; and let others have the profit of his work.
12Let noman have pity on him, or give help to his children when he is dead.
13Let his seed be cut off; in the coming generation let their name go out of memory.
14Let theLordkeep inmind thewrongdoingofhis fathers; andmay the sinofhismother

have no forgiveness.
15Let them be ever before the eyes of the Lord, so that the memory of themmay be cut

off from the earth.
16Because he had no mercy, but was cruel to the low and the poor, designing the death

of the broken-hearted.
17 As he took pleasure in cursing, so let it come on him; and as he had no delight in

blessing, let it be far from him.
18He put on cursing like a robe, and it has come into his body like water, and into his

bones like oil.
19Let it be to him as a robe which he puts on, let it be like a bandwhich is round him at

all times.
20Let this be the reward given to my haters from the Lord, and to those who say evil of

my soul.
21 But, O Lord God, give me your help, because of your name; take me out of danger,

because yourmercy is good.
22For I am poor and in need, andmy heart is wounded inme.
23 I am gone like the shade when it is stretched out: I am forced out of my place like a

locust.
24My knees are feeble for need of food; there is no fat onmy bones.
25As for me, theymake sport of me; shaking their heads when they seeme.
26Giveme help, O Lordmy God; in yourmercy bemy saviour;
27 So that theymay see that it is the work of your hand; that you, Lord, have done it.



Psalms 109:28 552 Psalms 112:9

28Theymay give curses but you give blessing; when they come up againstme, put them
to shame; but let your servant be glad.

29Letmyhaters be clothedwith shame, covering themselveswith shameaswith a robe.
30 I will give the Lord great praise with my mouth; yes, I will give praise to him among

all the people.
31For he is ever at the right hand of the poor, to take him out of the hands of those who

go after his soul.

110
A Psalm. Of David.
1The Lord said tomy lord, Be seated atmy right hand, till I put all thosewho are against

you under your feet.
2The Lord will send out the rod of your strength from Zion; be king over your haters.
3 Your people give themselves gladly in the day of your power; like the dew of the

morning on the holy mountains is the army of your youngmen.
4The Lord hasmade an oath, andwill not take it back. You are a priest for ever, after the

order of Melchizedek.
5 In the day of his wrath kings will be wounded by the Lord at your right hand.
6He will be judge among the nations, the valleys will be full of dead bodies; the head

over a great country will be wounded by him.
7Hewill take of the stream by the way; so his head will be lifted up.

111
1 Let the Lord be praised. I will give praise to the Lord with all my heart, among the

upright, and in themeeting of the people.
2The works of the Lord are great, searched out by all those who have delight in them.
3His work is full of honour and glory; and his righteousness is unchanging for ever.
4Certain for ever is thememory of his wonders: the Lord is full of pity andmercy.
5He has given food to his worshippers; he will keep his agreement inmind for ever.
6Hehasmade clear to his people the power of hisworks, giving them the heritage of the

nations.
7The works of his hands are faith and righteousness; all his laws are unchanging.
8They are fixed for ever and ever, they are done in faith and righteousness.
9He has sent salvation to his people; he has given his word for ever: holy is his name

and greatly to be feared.
10The fear of the Lord is the best part of wisdom: all those who keep his laws are wise:

his praise is eternal.

112
1Let the Lord be praised. Happy is themanwho gives honour to the Lord, and has great

delight in his laws.
2His seedwill be strong on the earth; blessings will be on the generation of the upright.
3A store of wealth will be in his house, and his righteousness will be for ever.
4For the upright there is a light shining in the dark; he is full of grace and pity.
5 All is well for the man who is kind and gives freely to others; he will make good his

cause when he is judged.
6Hewill not ever bemoved; thememory of the upright will be living for ever.
7Hewill have no fear of evil news; his heart is fixed, for his hope is in the Lord.
8His heart is resting safely, he will have no fear, till he sees trouble come on his haters.
9He has given with open hands to the poor; his righteousness is for ever; his horn will

be lifted up with honour.
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10 The sinner will see it with grief; he will be wasted away with envy; the desire of the
evil-doers will come to nothing.

113
1Let theLordbepraised. O you servants of the Lord, give praise to thenameof theLord.
2Let blessing be on the name of the Lord, from this time and for ever.
3From the coming up of the sun to its going down, the Lord's name is to be praised.
4The Lord is high over all nations, and his glory is higher than the heavens.
5Who is like the Lord our God, who is seated on high,
6Looking down on the heavens, and on the earth?
7He takes the poorman out of the dust, lifting him up from his low position;
8To give him a place among the rulers, even with the rulers of his people.
9He gives the unfertile woman a family, making her a happy mother of children. Give

praise to the Lord.

114
1When Israel came out of Egypt, the children of Jacob from a people whose language

was strange to them;
2 Judah became his holy place, and Israel his kingdom.
3The sea saw it, and went in flight; Jordan was turned back.
4Themountains were jumping like goats, and the little hills like lambs.
5What was wrong with you, O sea, that you went in flight? O Jordan, that you were

turned back?
6Youmountains, why were you jumping like goats, and you little hills like lambs?
7Be troubled, O earth, before the Lord, before the God of Jacob;
8Whomade the rock into a water-spring, and the hard stone into a fountain.

115
1Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but to your name let glory be given, because of yourmercy

and your unchanging faith.
2Whymay the nations say, Where is now their God?
3But our God is in heaven: he has done whatever was pleasing to him.
4Their images are silver and gold, the work of men's hands.
5They havemouths, but no voice; they have eyes, but they see not;
6They have ears, but no hearing; they have noses, but no sense of smell;
7 They have hands without feeling, and feet without power of walking; and no sound

comes from their throat.
8Those whomake them are like them; and so is everyone who puts his faith in them.
9O Israel, have faith in the Lord: he is their help and their breastplate.
10O house of Aaron, have faith in the Lord: he is their help and their breastplate.
11 You worshippers of the Lord, have faith in the Lord: he is their help and their

breastplate.
12 The Lord has kept us in mind and will give us his blessing; he will send blessings on

the house of Israel and on the house of Aaron.
13Hewill send blessings on the worshippers of the Lord, on the small and on the great.
14May the Lord give you and your children still greater increase.
15May you have the blessing of the Lord, whomade heaven and earth.
16The heavens are the Lord's; but the earth he has given to the children of men.
17The dead do not give praise to the Lord; or those who go down to the underworld.
18But wewill give praise to the Lord now and for ever. Praise be to the Lord.
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116
1 I have given my love to the Lord, because he has given ear to the voice of my cry and

my prayer.
2He has let my request come before him, and I will makemy prayer to him all my days.
3 The nets of death were round me, and the pains of the underworld had me in their

grip; I was full of trouble and sorrow.
4Then I mademy prayer to the Lord, saying, O Lord, takemy soul out of trouble.
5The Lord is full of grace and righteousness; truly, he is a God of mercy.
6The Lord keeps the simple; I was made low, and he wasmy saviour.
7Come back to your rest, Omy soul; for the Lord has given you your reward.
8You have takenmy soul from the power of death, keepingmy eyes fromweeping, and

my feet from falling.
9 I will go before the Lord in the land of the living.
10 I still had faith, though I said, I am in great trouble;
11Though I said inmy fear, All men are false.
12Whatmay I give to the Lord for all the good things which he has done for me?
13 I will take the cup of salvation, and give praise to the name of the Lord.
14 I will make the offering of my oath to the Lord, even before all his people.
15Dear in the eyes of the Lord is the death of his saints.
16OLord, truly I amyour servant; I amyour servant, the son of herwho is your servant;

by you havemy cords been broken.
17 I will give an offering of praise to you, andmakemy prayer in the name of the Lord.
18 I will make the offerings of my oath, even before all his people;
19 In the Lord's house, even in Jerusalem. Praise be to the Lord.

117
1Let all the nations give praise to the Lord: let all the people give him praise.
2For great is his mercy to us, and his faith is unchanging for ever. Praise be to the Lord.

118
1O give praise to the Lord, for he is good: for his mercy is unchanging for ever.
2Let Israel now say, that his mercy is unchanging for ever.
3Let the house of Aaron now say, that his mercy is unchanging for ever.
4Let all worshippers of the Lord now say, that his mercy is unchanging for ever.
5 I mademy prayer to the Lord inmy trouble: and the Lord gaveme an answer, and put

me in a wide place.
6The Lord is onmy side; I will have no fear: what is man able to do to me?
7The Lord is my great helper: I will see my desire against my haters.
8 It is better to have faith in the Lord than to put one's hope inman.
9 It is better to have faith in the Lord than to put one's hope in rulers.
10All the nations have come roundme; but in the name of the Lord I will have them cut

down.
11They are roundme, yes, they are all aboutme; but in the name of the Lord I will have

them cut down.
12They are roundme like bees; but they are put out like a fire among thorns; for in the

name of the Lord I will have them cut down.
13 I have been hard pushed by you, so that I might have a fall: but the Lord was my

helper.
14The Lord is my strength andmy song; he has becomemy salvation.
15The sound of joy and salvation is in the tents of the upright; the right hand of the Lord

does works of power.
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16The right hand of the Lord is lifted up; the right hand of the Lord doesworks of power.
17 Life and not death will be my part, and I will give out the story of the works of the

Lord.
18The hand of Jah has been hard onme; but he has not givenme up to death.
19Let the doors of righteousness be open tome; I will go in and give praise to the Lord.
20 This is the door of the Lord's house; the workers of righteousness will go in through

it.
21 I will give you praise, for you have given me an answer, and have become my

salvation.
22 The stone which the builders put on one side has become the chief stone of the

building.
23This is the Lord's doing; it is a wonder in our eyes.
24This is the day which the Lord has made; we will be full of joy and delight in it.
25 Send salvation now, O Lord; Lord, send us your blessing.
26A blessing be on him who comes in the name of the Lord; we give you blessing from

the house of the Lord.
27 The Lord is God, and he has given us light; let the holy dance be ordered with

branches, even up to the horns of the altar.
28 You are my God, and I will give you praise; my God, and I will give honour to your

name.
29O give praise to the Lord, for he is good: for his mercy is unchanging for ever.

119
ALEPH
1Happy are they who are without sin in their ways, walking in the law of the Lord.
2 Happy are they who keep his unchanging word, searching after him with all their

heart.
3They do no evil; they go in his ways.
4You have put your orders into our hearts, so that wemight keep themwith care.
5 If only myways were ordered so that I might keep your rules!
6Then I would not be put to shame, as long as I have respect for all your teaching.
7 I will give you praise with an upright heart in learning your right decisions.
8 I will keep your rules: O give me not up completely.
BETH
9Howmay a youngmanmake his way clean? by guiding it after your word.
10 I have made search for you with all my heart: O let me not go wandering far from

your teaching.
11 I have kept your sayings secretly in my heart, so that I might do no sin against you.
12Praise be to you, O Lord: give me knowledge of your rules.
13Withmy lips have I made clear all the decisions of yourmouth.
14 I have taken as much delight in the way of your unchanging word, as in all wealth.
15 I will give thought to your orders, and have respect for your ways.
16 I will have delight in your rules; I will not let your word go out of mymind.
GIMEL
17Giveme, your servant, the reward of life, so that I may keep your word;
18Let my eyes be open to see the wonders of your law.
19 I am living in a strange land: do not let your teachings be kept secret fromme.
20My soul is broken with desire for your decisions at all times.
21 Your hand has been against the men of pride, a curse is on those who go wandering

out of your way.
22 Take away from me shame and bitter words; for I have kept your unchanging word

inmy heart.
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23Rulers make evil designs against me; but your servant gives thought to your rules.
24Your unchanging word is my delight, and the guide of my footsteps.
DALETH
25My soul is joined to the dust: O give me life, in keeping with your word.
26 I put the record of my ways before you, and you gave me an answer: O give me

knowledge of your rules.
27 Make the way of your orders clear to me; then my thoughts will be ever on your

wonders.
28My soul is wasted with sorrow; give me strength again in keeping with your word
29Take fromme every false way; and inmercy give me your law.
30 I have taken the way of faith: I have kept your decisions before me.
31 I have been true to your unchanging word; O Lord, do not put me to shame.
32 I will go quickly in the way of your teaching, because you have givenme a free heart.
HE
33O Lord, let me see the way of your rules, and I will keep it to the end.
34Givemewisdom, so that I may keep your law; going after it with all my heart.
35Makeme go in the way of your teachings; for they aremy delight.
36Let my heart be turned to your unchanging word, and not to evil desire.
37Let my eyes be turned away fromwhat is false; give me life in your ways.
38Give effect to your word to your servant, in whose heart is the fear of you.
39Take away the shamewhich is my fear; for your decisions are good.
40 See how great is my desire for your orders: give me life in your righteousness.
VAU
41Let yourmercies come tome, O Lord, even your salvation, as you have said.
42So that Imayhave ananswer for themanwhowouldputme to shame; for I have faith

in your word.
43 Take not your true word quite out of my mouth; for I have put my hope in your

decisions.
44 So that I may keep your law for ever and ever;
45 So that mywaymay be in a wide place: becausemy search has been for your orders.
46 So that I may give knowledge of your unchanging word before kings, and not be put

to shame.
47And so that I may take delight in your teachings, to which I have givenmy love.
48 And so that my hands may be stretched out to you; and I will give thought to your

rules.
ZAIN
49Keep inmind your word to your servant, for on it has my hope been fixed.
50This is my comfort in my trouble; that your sayings have givenme life.
51Themen of pride havemade great sport of me; but I have not been turned from your

law.
52 I havekept thememoryof yourdecisions from timespast, OLord; and theyhavebeen

my comfort.
53 I am burning with wrath, because of the sinners who have given up your law.
54Your rules have beenmelodies to me, while I have been living in strange lands.
55 I have given thought to your name in the night, O Lord, and have kept your law.
56This has been true of me, that I have kept your orders in my heart.
CHETH
57The Lord is my heritage: I have said that I would be ruled by your words.
58 I have given my mind to do your pleasure with all my heart; have mercy on me, as

you have said.
59 I gave thought tomy steps, andmy feet were turned into theway of your unchanging

word.
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60 I was quick to do your orders, and let no time be wasted.
61The cords of evil-doers are roundme; but I have kept in mind your law.
62 In the middle of the night I will get up to give you praise, because of all your right

decisions.
63 I keep company with all your worshippers, and those who have your orders in their

memory.
64The earth, O Lord, is full of yourmercy: give me knowledge of your rules.
TETH
65You have done good to your servant, O Lord, in keeping with your word.
66Giveme knowledge and good sense; for I have put my faith in your teachings.
67Before I was in trouble I went out of the way; but now I keep your word.
68You are good, and your works are good; give me knowledge of your rules.
69 The men of pride have said false things about me; but I will keep your orders in my

heart.
70Their hearts are shut up with fat; but my delight is in your law.
71 It is good forme to have been through trouble; so that I might come to the knowledge

of your rules.
72The law of yourmouth is better to me than thousands of gold and silver.
JOD
73Your hands have made me, and given me form: give me wisdom, so that I may have

knowledge of your teaching.
74Your worshippers will see me and be glad; becausemy hope has been in your word.
75 I have seen, O Lord, that your decisions are right, and that in unchanging faith you

have sent trouble onme.
76Let yourmercy now bemy comfort, as you have said to your servant.
77Let your gentlemercies come tome, so that Imay have life; for your law ismydelight.
78Let themen of pride be shamed; because they have falsely given decision againstme;

but I will give thought to your orders.
79Let yourworshippers be turned tome, and thosewhohave knowledge of yourwords.
80Let all my heart be given to your orders, so that I may not be put to shame.
CAPH
81My soul is wasted with desire for your salvation: but I have hope in your word.
82My eyes are full of weariness with searching for your word, saying, When will you

give me comfort?
83 For I have become like a wine-skin black with smoke; but I still keep the memory of

your rules.
84How short is the life of your servant! when will you give your decision against those

who are attackingme?
85Themen of pride, who are turned away from your law, have put nets for me.
86All your teachings are certain; they go after mewith evil design; give me your help.
87They had almost put an end tome on earth; but I did not give up your orders.
88Give me life in your mercy; so that I may be ruled by the unchanging word of your

mouth.
LAMED
89For ever, O Lord, your word is fixed in heaven.
90Your faith is unchanging from generation to generation: you have put the earth in its

place, and it is not moved.
91They are ruled this day by your decisions; for all things are your servants.
92 If your law had not beenmy delight, my troubles would have put an end tome.
93 I will ever keep your orders in mind; for in them I have life.
94 I am yours, O bemy saviour; for my desire has been for your rules.
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95The sinners have been waiting for me to give me up to destruction; but I will give all
mymind to your unchanging ward.

96 I have seen that nothing on earth is complete; but your teaching is very wide.
MEM
97Owhat love I have for your law! I give thought to it all the day.
98Your teaching has mademewiser thanmy haters: for it is mine for ever.
99 I have more knowledge than all my teachers, because I give thought to your

unchanging word.
100 I havemore wisdom than the old, because I have kept your orders.
101 I have kept backmy feet from all evil ways, so that I might be true to your word.
102 My heart has not been turned away from your decisions; for you have been my

teacher.
103How sweet are your sayings to my taste! truly, they are sweeter than honey in my

mouth!
104Through your orders I get wisdom; for this reason I am a hater of every false way.
NUN
105Your word is a light for my feet, ever shining onmyway.
106 I havemade an oath and kept it, to be guided by your upright decisions.
107 I am greatly troubled, O Lord, give me life in keeping with your word.
108 Take, O Lord, the free offerings of my mouth, and give me knowledge of your

decisions.
109My soul is ever in danger; but I still keep thememory of your law.
110 Sinners have put a net to takeme; but I was true to your orders.
111 I have takenyourunchangingwordasaneternalheritage; for it is the joyofmyheart.
112My heart is ever ready to keep your rules, even to the end.
SAMECH
113 I am a hater of men of doubtingmind; but I am a lover of your law.
114You aremy secret place andmybreastplate against danger;myhope is in yourword.
115Go far fromme, you evil-doers; so that I may keep the teachings of my God.
116Bemy support as youhave said, and giveme life; let notmyhopebe turned to shame.
117Let me not bemoved, and I will be safe, and ever take delight in your rules.
118 You have overcome all those who are wandering from your rules; for all their

thoughts are false.
119All the sinners of the earth are likewastemetal in your eyes; and for this cause I give

my love to your unchanging word.
120My flesh is moved for fear of you; I give honour to your decisions.
AIN
121 I have donewhat is good and right: youwill not giveme into the hands of thosewho

are working against me.
122Take your servant's interests into your keeping; let me not be crushed by themen of

pride.
123 My eyes are wasted with desire for your salvation, and for the word of your

righteousness.
124Be good to your servant in yourmercy, and give me teaching in your rules.
125 I am your servant; give me wisdom, so that I may have knowledge of your

unchanging word.
126 It is time, O Lord, for you to let your work be seen; for they have made your law

without effect.
127For this reason I have greater love far your teachings than for gold, even for shining

gold.
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128 Because of it I keep straight in all things by your orders; and I am a hater of every
false way.

PE
129Your unchanging word is full of wonder; for this reasonmy soul keeps it.
130The opening of your words gives light; it gives good sense to the simple.
131Mymouth was open wide, waiting with great desire for your teachings.
132 Let your eyes be turned to me, and have mercy on me, as it is right for you to do to

those who are lovers of your name.
133Let my steps be guided by your word; and let not sin have control over me.
134Makeme free from the cruel rule of man; then I will keep your orders.
135Let your servant see the shining of your face; give me knowledge of your rules.
136Rivers of water are flowing frommy eyes, becausemen do not keep your law.
TZADE
137O Lord, great is your righteousness, and upright are your decisions.
138You have given your unchanging word in righteousness, and it is for ever.
139Mypassion has overcomeme; becausemyhaters are turned away fromyourwords.
140Your word is of tested value; and it is dear to your servant.
141 I am small and of no account; but I keep your orders in mind.
142Your righteousness is an unchanging righteousness, and your law is certain.
143Pain and trouble have overcomeme: but your teachings are my delight.
144The righteousness of your unchangingword is eternal; givemewisdomso that Imay

have life.
KOPH
145 I havemademyprayerwith allmyheart; give answer tome, O Lord: Iwill keep your

rules.
146 My cry has gone up to you; take me out of trouble, and I will be guided by your

unchanging word.
147Before the sun is up, my cry for help comes to your ear; my hope is in your words.
148 In the night watches I am awake, so that I may give thought to your saying.
149Let my voice come to you, in yourmercy; O Lord, by your decisions give me life.
150Those who have evil designs against me come near; they are far from your law.
151You are near, O Lord; and all your teachings are true.
152 I have long had knowledge that your unchanging word is for ever.
RESH
153O seemy trouble, and bemy saviour; for I keep your law inmymind,
154Undertakemy cause, and come tomy help, give me life, as you have said.
155 Salvation is far from evil-doers; for they havemade no search for your rules.
156 Great is the number of your mercies, O Lord; give me life in keeping with your

decisions.
157Great is the number of those who are against me; but I have not been turned away

from your unchanging word.
158 I sawwith hate those whowere untrue to you; for they did not keep your saying.
159 See how great is my love for your orders: give me life, O Lord, in keeping with your

mercy.
160Your word is true from the first; and your upright decision is unchanging for ever.
SHIN
161Rulers have been cruel to me without cause; but I have the fear of your word in my

heart.
162 I am delighted by your saying, like amanwhomakes discovery of great wealth.
163 I am full of hate and disgust for false words; but I am a lover of your law.
164 Seven times a day do I give you praise, because of your upright decisions.



Psalms 119:165 560 Psalms 122:7

165Great peace have lovers of your law; they have no cause for falling.
166Lord, my hope has been in your salvation; and I have kept your teachings.
167My soul has kept your unchanging word; great is my love for it.
168 I have been ruled by your orders; for all myways are before you.
TAU
169Let my cry come before you, O Lord; give mewisdom in keeping with your word.
170Let my prayer come before you; takeme out of trouble, as you have said.
171 Let my lips be flowing with praise, because you have given me knowledge of your

rules.
172 Let my tongue make songs in praise of your word; for all your teachings are

righteousness.
173Let your hand be near for my help; for I have givenmy heart to your orders.
174All my desire has been for your salvation, O Lord; and your law is my delight.
175 Give life to my soul so that it may give you praise; and let your decisions be my

support.
176 I have gone out of theway like awandering sheep;make search for your servant; for

I keep your teachings ever inmind.

120
A Song of the going up.
1 In my trouble my cry went up to the Lord, and he gaveme an answer.
2O Lord, be the saviour of my soul from false lips, and from the tongue of deceit.
3What punishment will he give you? what more will he do to you, you false tongue?
4 Sharp arrows of the strong, and burning fire.
5 Sorrow is mine because I am strange inMeshech, and living in the tents of Kedar.
6My soul has long been living with the haters of peace.
7 I am for peace: but when I say so, they are for war.

121
A Song of the going up.
1My eyes are lifted up to the hills: O where will my help come from?
2Your help comes from the Lord, whomade heaven and earth.
3May he not let your foot bemoved: no need of sleep has he who keeps you.
4 See, the eyes of Israel's keeper will not be shut in sleep.
5The Lord is your keeper; the Lord is your shade on your right hand.
6Youwill not be touched by the sun in the day, or by themoon at night.
7The Lord will keep you safe from all evil; he will take care of your soul.
8The Lord will keep watch over your going out and your coming in, from this time and

for ever.

122
A Song of the going up. Of David.
1 I was glad because they said to me,Wewill go into the house of the Lord.
2At last our feet were inside your doors, O Jerusalem.
3O Jerusalem, you are like a townwhich is well joined together;
4Towhich the tribes went up, even the tribes of the Lord, for a witness to Israel, to give

praise to the name of the Lord.
5For there seats for the judges were placed, even the rulers' seats of the line of David.
6 O make prayers for the peace of Jerusalem; may they whose love is given to you do

well.
7May peace be inside your walls, and wealth in your noble houses.
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8Because of my brothers and friends, I will now say, Let peace be with you.
9Because of the house of the Lord our God, I will be working for your good.

123
A Song of the going up.
1To youmy eyes are lifted up, even to you whose seat is in the heavens.
2 See! as the eyes of servants are turned to the hands of their masters, and the eyes of a

servant-girl to her owner, so our eyes arewaiting for the Lord our God, till he has
mercy on us.

3Havemercy on us, O Lord, havemercy on us: for all men are looking down on us.
4For long enough havemen of pridemade sport of our soul.

124
A Song of the going up. Of David.
1 If it had not been the Lord whowas on our side (let Israel now say);
2 If it had not been the Lord whowas on our side, whenmen came up against us;
3Theywould havemade ameal of uswhile still living, in the heat of theirwrath against

us:
4We would have been covered by the waters; the streams would have gone over our

soul;
5Yes, the waters of pride would have gone over our soul.
6Praise be to the Lord, who has not let us be wounded by their teeth.
7Our soul has gone free like a bird out of the net of thosewhowould take her: the net is

broken, and we are free.
8Our help is in the name of the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth.

125
A Song of the going up.
1 Those whose hope is in the Lord are like the mountain of Zion, which may not be

moved, but keeps its place for ever.
2As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the Lord is round about his people,

from this time and for ever.
3 For the rod of sinners will not be resting on the heritage of the upright; so that the

upright may not put out their hands to evil.
4Do good, O Lord, to those who are good, and to those who are upright in heart.
5But as for such as are turned out of the straightway, the Lordwill take themawaywith

the workers of evil. Let peace be on Israel.

126
A Song of the going up.
1When the Lordmade a change in Zion's fate, we were like men in a dream.
2 Then our mouths were full of laughing, and our tongues gave a glad cry; they said

among the nations, The Lord has done great things for them.
3The Lord has done great things for us; because of which we are glad.
4Let our fate be changed, O Lord, like the streams in the South.
5Those who put in seed with weeping will get in the grain with cries of joy.
6 Though a man may go out weeping, taking his vessel of seed with him; he will come

again in joy, with the corded stems of grain in his arms.

127
A Song of the going up. Of Solomon.
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1 If the Lord is not helping the builders, then the building of a house is to no purpose: if
the Lord does not keep the town, the watchman keeps his watch for nothing.

2 It is of nouse for you to get up early, and to go late to your rest,with thebreadof sorrow
for your food; for the Lord gives to his loved ones in sleep.

3 See, sons are a heritage from the Lord; the fruit of the body is his reward.
4Like arrows in the hand of a man of war, are the children of the young.
5Happy is the man who has a good store of them; he will not be put to shame, but his

cause will be supported by them against his haters.

128
A Song of the going up.
1Happy is the worshipper of the Lord, who is walking in his ways.
2 You will have the fruit of the work of your hands: happy will you be, and all will be

well for you.
3 Your wife will be like a fertile vine in the inmost parts of your house: your children

will be like olive plants round your table.
4 See! this is the blessing of the worshipper of the Lord.
5May the Lord send you blessing out of Zion: may you see the good of Jerusalem all the

days of your life.
6May you see your children's children. Peace be on Israel.

129
A Song of the going up.
1Great have beenmy troubles from the time when I was young (let Israel now say);
2Great have been my troubles from the time when I was young, but my troubles have

not overcomeme.
3The ploughmenwere ploughing onmy back; long were the wounds theymade.
4The Lord is true: the cords of the evil-doers are broken in two.
5Let all the haters of Zion be shamed and turned back.
6Let thembe like the grass on thehouse-tops,which is drybefore it comes to full growth.
7He who gets in the grain has no use for it; and they do not make bands of it for the

grain-stems.
8And thosewhogobydonot say, Theblessingof theLordbeonyou;wegiveyoublessing

in the name of the Lord.

130
A Song of the going up.
1Out of the deep have I sent upmy cry to you, O Lord.
2Lord, let my voice come before you: let your ears be awake to the voice of my prayer.
3O Jah, if you took note of every sin, who would go free?
4But there is forgiveness with you, so that youmay be feared.
5 I amwaiting for the Lord, my soul is waiting for him, andmy hope is in his word.
6My soul is watching for the Lord more than those who are watching for the morning;

yes, more than the watchers for themorning.
7O Israel, have hope in the Lord; for with the Lord is mercy and full salvation.
8And he will make Israel free from all his sins.

131
A Song of the going up. Of David.
1Lord, there is no pride inmy heart andmy eyes are not lifted up; and I have not taken

part in great undertakings, or in things over-hard for me.
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2See, I havemademy soul calm and quiet, like a child on its mother's breast; my soul is
like a child on its mother's breast.

3O Israel, have hope in the Lord, from this time and for ever.

132
A Song of the going up.
1Lord, give thought to David, and to all his troubles;
2Howhemade an oath to the Lord, and gave his word to the great God of Jacob, saying,
3Truly, I will not come into my house, or go to my bed,
4 I will not give sleep to my eyes, or rest to my eyeballs,
5Till I have got a place for the Lord, a resting-place for the great God of Jacob.
6We had news of it at Ephrathah: we came to it in the fields of the wood.
7Let us go into his tent; let us give worship at his feet.
8Come back, O Lord, to your resting-place; you and the ark of your strength.
9Let your priests be clothed with righteousness; and let your saints give cries of joy.
10Because of your servant David, do not give up your king.
11TheLord gavea trueoath toDavid,whichhewill not takeback, saying, Iwill give your

kingdom to the fruit of your body.
12 If your children keep my word, and the teachings which I will give them, their

children will be rulers of your kingdom for ever.
13For the Lord's heart is on Zion, desiring it for his resting-place.
14This is my rest for ever: here will I ever be; for this is my desire.
15My blessing will be on her food; and her poor will be full of bread.
16Her priests will be clothed with salvation; and her saints will give cries of joy.
17There I will make the horn of David fertile: I havemade ready a light for my king.
18His haters will be clothed with shame; but I will make his crown shining.

133
A Song of the going up. Of David.
1 See how good and how pleasing it is for brothers to be living together in harmony!
2 It is like oil of great price on the head, flowing down over the face, even Aaron's face:

coming down to the edge of his robe;
3 Like the dew of Hermon, which comes down on the mountains of Zion: for there the

Lord gave orders for the blessing, even life for ever.

134
A Song of the going up.
1Give praise to the Lord, all you servants of the Lord, who take your places in the house

of the Lord by night.
2Give praise to the Lord, lifting up your hands in his holy place.
3May the Lord, whomade heaven and earth, send you blessing out of Zion,

135
1Let theLordbepraised. O you servants of the Lord, give praise to thenameof theLord.
2Youwho are in the house of the Lord, and in the open spaces of the house of our God,
3Give praise to Jah, for he is good: makemelody to his name, for it is pleasing.
4For the Lord has taken Jacob for himself, and Israel for his property.
5 I know that the Lord is great, and that our Lord is greater than all other gods.
6The Lord has done whatever was pleasing to him, in heaven, and on the earth, in the

seas and in all the deep waters.
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7Hemakes themists go up from the ends of the earth; hemakes thunder-flames for the
rain; he sends out the winds from his store-houses.

8He put to death the first-fruits of Egypt, of man and of beast.
9He sent signs and wonders among you, O Egypt, on Pharaoh, and on all his servants.
10He overcame great nations, and put strong kings to death;
11 Sihon, king of the Amorites, and Og, king of Bashan, and all the kingdoms of Canaan;
12And gave their land for a heritage, even for a heritage to Israel his people.
13O Lord, your name is eternal; and thememory of you will have no end.
14 For the Lord will be judge of his people's cause; his feelings will be changed to his

servants.
15The images of the nations are silver and gold, the work of men's hands.
16They havemouths, but no voice, they have eyes, but they do not see;
17They have ears, but no hearing; and there is no breath in their mouths.
18Those whomake them are like them; and so is everyone who puts his hope in them.
19Give praise to the Lord, O children of Israel: give praise to the Lord, O sons of Aaron:
20Give praise to the Lord, O sons of Levi: let all the worshippers of the Lord give him

praise.
21 Praise be to the Lord out of Zion, even to the Lord whose house is in Jerusalem, Let

the Lord be praised.

136
1O give praise to the Lord, for he is good: for his mercy is unchanging for ever.
2O give praise to the God of gods: for his mercy is unchanging for ever.
3O give praise to the Lord of lords: for his mercy is unchanging for ever.
4To himwho only does great wonders: for his mercy is unchanging for ever.
5To himwho by wisdommade the heavens: for his mercy is unchanging for ever.
6 To him by whom the earth was stretched out over the waters: for his mercy is

unchanging for ever.
7To himwhomade great lights: for his mercy is unchanging for ever.
8The sun to have rule by day: for his mercy is unchanging for ever.
9Themoon and the stars to have rule by night: for his mercy is unchanging for ever.
10Tohimwhoput to death thefirst-fruits of Egypt: for hismercy is unchanging for ever:
11And took out Israel from among them: for his mercy is unchanging for ever:
12With a strong hand and an outstretched arm: for his mercy is unchanging for ever.
13To himwhomade a way through the Red Sea: for his mercy is unchanging for ever:
14And let Israel go through it: for his mercy is unchanging for ever:
15 By him Pharaoh and his army were overturned in the Red Sea: for his mercy is

unchanging for ever.
16To him who took his people through the waste land: for his mercy is unchanging for

ever.
17To himwho overcame great kings: for his mercy is unchanging for ever:
18And put noble kings to death: for his mercy is unchanging for ever:
19 Sihon, king of the Amorites: for his mercy is unchanging for ever:
20And Og, king of Bashan: for his mercy is unchanging for ever:
21And gave their land to his people for a heritage: for hismercy is unchanging for ever.
22Even a heritage for his servant Israel: for his mercy is unchanging for ever.
23Who kept us inmind whenwewere in trouble: for his mercy is unchanging for ever.
24And has taken us out of the hands of our haters: for hismercy is unchanging for ever.
25Who gives food to all flesh: for his mercy is unchanging for ever.
26O give praise to the God of heaven: for his mercy is unchanging for ever.
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137
1By the rivers of Babylon wewere seated, weeping at thememory of Zion,
2Hanging our instruments of music on the trees by the waterside.
3 For there those who had taken us prisoners made request for a song; and those who

had taken away all we had gave us orders to be glad, saying, Give us one of the
songs of Zion.

4Howmaywe give the Lord's song in a strange land?
5 If I keep not your memory, O Jerusalem, let not my right hand keep the memory of its

art.
6 If I let you go out of my thoughts, and if I do not put Jerusalem before my greatest joy,

let my tongue be fixed to the roof of mymouth.
7OLord, keep inmindagainst the childrenof Edom thedayof Jerusalem; how they said,

Let it be uncovered, uncovered even to its base.
8O daughter of Babylon, whose fate is destruction; happy is the man who does to you

what you have done to us.
9Happy is themanwho takes your little ones, crushing them against the rocks.

138
Of David.
1 I will give you praise with all my heart: I will makemelody to you before the gods.
2 I will give worship before your holy Temple, praising your name for your mercy and

for your unchanging faith: for you have made your word greater than all your
name.

3 When my cry came to your ears you gave me an answer, and made me great with
strength inmy soul.

4All the kings of the earth will give you praise, O Lord, when the words of your mouth
come to their ears.

5They will make songs about the ways of the Lord; for great is the glory of the Lord.
6Though the Lord is high, he sees thosewho are low; and he has knowledge from far off

of those who are lifted up.
7Even when trouble is roundme, you will give me life; your hand will be stretched out

against the wrath of my haters, and your right handwill be my salvation.
8 The Lord will make all things complete for me: O Lord, your mercy is eternal; do not

give up the works of your hands.

139
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of David.
1O Lord, you have knowledge of me, searching out all my secrets.
2 You have knowledge when I am seated and when I get up, you see my thoughts from

far away.
3You keep watch over my steps andmy sleep, and have knowledge of all myways.
4For there is not a word onmy tongue which is not clear to you, O Lord.
5 I am shut in by you on every side, and you have put your hand onme.
6Such knowledge is a wonder greater thanmy powers; it is so high that I may not come

near it.
7Wheremay I go from your spirit? howmay I go in flight from you?
8 If I go up to heaven, you are there: or if I make my bed in the underworld, you are

there.
9 If I take the wings of themorning, and go to the farthest parts of the sea;
10Even there will I be guided by your hand, and your right handwill keepme.
11 If I say, Only let me be covered by the dark, and the light about me be night;
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12 Even the dark is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the day: for dark and light
are the same to you.

13My flesh wasmade by you, andmy parts joined together inmymother's body.
14 I will give you praise, for I am strangely and delicately formed; your works are great

wonders, and of this my soul is fully conscious.
15My framewas not unseen by youwhen I wasmade secretly, and strangely formed in

the lowest parts of the earth.
16Your eyes sawmyunformed substance; in your book allmydayswere recorded, even

those which were purposed before they had come into being.
17How dear are your thoughts to me, O God! how great is the number of them!
18 If Imadeup theirnumber, itwouldbemore than the grains of sand;when I amawake,

I am still with you.
19 If only you would put the sinners to death, O God; go far fromme, youmen of blood.
20For they go against you with evil designs, and your haters make sport of your name.
21Are not your haters hated byme, O Lord? are not those who are lifted up against you

a cause of grief to me?
22Myhate for them is complete; my thoughts of themare as if theyweremakingwar on

me.
23O God, let the secrets of my heart be uncovered, and let my wandering thoughts be

tested:
24 See if there is any way of sorrow inme, and bemy guide in the eternal way.

140
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of David.
1O Lord, takeme out of the power of the evil man; keepme safe from the violent man:
2For their hearts are full of evil designs; and they are evermaking ready causes of war.
3Their tongues are sharp like the tongue of a snake; the poison of snakes is under their

lips. (Selah.)
4O Lord, take me out of the hands of sinners; keep me safe from the violent man: for

they are designingmy downfall.
5The men of pride have put secret cords for my feet; stretching nets in my way, so that

theymay takemewith their tricks. (Selah.)
6 I have said to the Lord, You aremy God: give ear, O Lord, to the voice of my prayer.
7O Lord God, the strength of my salvation, you have been a cover over my head in the

day of the fight.
8O Lord, give not the wrongdoer his desire; give him no help in his evil designs, or he

may be uplifted in pride. (Selah.)
9As for those who come roundme, let their heads be covered by the evil of their lips.
10 Let burning flames come down on them: let them be put into the fire, and into deep

waters, so that theymay not get up again.
11Let not amanof evil tongue be safe on earth: let destruction overtake the violentman

with blow on blow.
12 I am certain that the Lord will take care of the cause of the poor, and of the rights of

those who are troubled.
13 Truly, the upright will give praise to your name: the holy will have a place in your

house.

141
A Psalm. Of David.
1 Lord, I have made my cry to you; come to me quickly; give ear to my voice, when it

goes up to you.
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2 Let my prayer be ordered before you like a sweet smell; and let the lifting up of my
hands be like the evening offering.

3O Lord, keep a watch over mymouth; keep the door of my lips.
4Keepmy heart from desiring any evil thing, or from taking part in the sins of the evil-

doers withmenwho do wrong: and let me have no part in their good things.
5 Let the upright give me punishment; and let the god-fearing man put me in the right

way; but I will not let the oil of sinners come onmy head: when they do evil I will
give myself to prayer.

6Whendestruction comes to their judges by the side of the rock, theywill give ear tomy
words, for they are sweet.

7Our bones are broken up at themouth of the underworld, as the earth is broken by the
plough.

8Butmy eyes are turned to you, O Lord God: my hope is in you; let notmy soul be given
up to death.

9Keep me from the net which they have put down for me, and from the designs of the
workers of evil.

10Let the sinners be taken in the nets which they themselves have put down, while I go
free.

142
Maschil. Of David. A prayer when he was in the hole of the rock.
1The sound ofmy crywent up to the Lord; withmy voice I mademy prayer for grace to

the Lord.
2 I put all my sorrows before him; andmade clear to him all my trouble.
3 When my spirit is overcome, your eyes are on my goings; nets have been secretly

placed in the way in which I go.
4Looking tomy right side, I saw nomanwhowasmy friend: I had no safe place; no one

had any care for my soul.
5 I havemademy cry to you, O Lord; I have said, You aremy safe place, andmy heritage

in the land of the living.
6Give ear to my cry, for I ammade very low: take me out of the hands of my haters, for

they are stronger than I.
7Takemy soul out of prison, so that Imay give praise to your name: the uprightwill give

praise because of me; for you have givenme a full reward.

143
A Psalm. Of David.
1Let my prayer come to you, O Lord; give ear to my requests for your grace; keep faith

withme, and giveme an answer in your righteousness;
2Let not your servant comebefore you to be judged; for noman living is upright in your

eyes.
3The evil man has gone after my soul; my life is crushed down to the earth: he has put

me in the dark, like those who have long been dead.
4Because of this my spirit is overcome; andmy heart is full of fear.
5 I keep in mind the early days of the past, giving thought to all your acts, even to the

work of your hands.
6Myhandsare stretchedout toyou: mysoul is turned toyou, likea land inneedofwater.

(Selah.)
7Be quick in answeringme, O Lord, for the strength ofmy spirit is gone: letme see your

face, so that I may not be like those who go down into the underworld.
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8Let the story of yourmercy come tome in themorning, formy hope is in you: giveme
knowledge of the way in which I am to go; for my soul is lifted up to you.

9O Lord, takeme out of the hands of my haters; my soul is waiting for you.
10Give me teaching so that I may do your pleasure; for you are my God: let your good

Spirit be my guide into the land of righteousness.
11Giveme life, O Lord, because of your name; in your righteousness takemy soul out of

trouble.
12And in yourmercy put an end tomyhaters, and send destruction on all thosewho are

against my soul; for I am your servant.

144
A Psalm. Of David.
1 Praise be to the God of my strength, teaching my hands the use of the sword, and my

fingers the art of fighting:
2He is my strength, and my Rock; my high tower, and my saviour; my keeper and my

hope: he gives me authority over my people.
3 Lord, what is man, that you keep him in mind? or the son of man that you take him

into account?
4Man is like a breath: his life is like a shade which is quickly gone.
5 Come down, O Lord, from your heavens: at your touch let the mountains give out

smoke.
6With your storm-flames send them in flight: send out your arrows for their destruc-

tion.
7Put out your hand from on high; makeme free, takeme safely out of the great waters,

and out of the hands of strangemen;
8 In whosemouths are false words, and whose right hand is a right hand of deceit.
9 I will make a new song to you, O God; I will make melody to you on an instrument of

ten cords.
10 It is God who gives salvation to kings; and who kept his servant David from the

wounding sword.
11Makeme free, and takemeout of thehands of strangemen, inwhosemouths are false

words, and whose right hand is a right hand of deceit.
12 Our sons are like tall young plants; and our daughters like the shining stones of a

king's house;
13Our store-houses are full of all good things; and our sheep give birth to thousands and

ten thousands in our fields.
14Our oxen are well weighted down; our cows give birth safely; there is no going out,

and there is no cry of sorrow in our open places.
15Happy is the nation whose ways are so ordered: yes, happy is the nation whose God

is the Lord.

145
A Song of praise. Of David.
1Letme give glory to you, O God, my King; and blessing to your name for ever and ever.
2Every day will I give you blessing, praising your name for ever and ever.
3Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; his powermay never be searched out.
4One generation after another will give praise to your great acts, and make clear the

operation of your strength.
5My thoughts will be of the honour and glory of your rule, and of the wonder of your

works.
6Menwill be talking of the power and fear of your acts; I will give word of your glory.
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7Their sayingswill be full of thememory of all yourmercy, and theywill make songs of
your righteousness.

8The Lord is full of grace and pity; not quickly angry, but great in mercy.
9The Lord is good to all men; and his mercies are over all his works.
10 All the works of your hands give praise to you, O Lord; and your saints give you

blessing.
11Their words will be of the glory of your kingdom, and their talk of your strength;
12 So that the sons of men may have knowledge of his acts of power, and of the great

glory of his kingdom.
13Your kingdom is an eternal kingdom, and your rule is through all generations.
14 The Lord is the support of all who are crushed, and the lifter up of all who are bent

down.
15The eyes of all men are waiting for you; and you give them their food in its time.
16By the opening of your hand, every living thing has its desire in full measure.
17The Lord is upright in all his ways, and kind in all his works.
18The Lord is near all those who give honour to his name; even to all who give honour

to himwith true hearts.
19To his worshippers, he will give their desire; their cry comes to his ears, and he gives

them salvation.
20The Lord will keep all his worshippers from danger; but he will send destruction on

all sinners.
21Mymouth will give praise to the Lord; let all flesh be blessing his holy name for ever

and ever.

146
1Let the Lord be praised. Give praise to the Lord, Omy soul.
2While I have breath I will give praise to the Lord: I will makemelody tomy Godwhile

I havemy being.
3Put not your faith in rulers, or in the son of man, in whom there is no salvation.
4Man's breath goes out, he is turnedbackagain todust; in that dayall his purposes come

to an end.
5Happy is the manwho has the God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in the Lord his

God:
6Whomade heaven and earth, the sea, and all things in them; who keeps faith for ever:
7Whogives their rights to thosewho are crushed down; and gives food to thosewho are

in need of it: the Lordmakes the prisoners free;
8 The Lord makes open the eyes of the blind; the Lord is the lifter up of those who are

bent down; the Lord is a lover of the upright;
9The Lord takes care of thosewho are in a strange land; he gives help to thewidow and

to the child who has no father; but he sends destruction on the way of sinners.
10The Lordwill be King for ever; your God, O Zion, will be King through all generations.

Praise be to the Lord.

147
1Give praise to the Lord; for it is good tomakemelody to our God; praise is pleasing and

beautiful.
2The Lord is building up Jerusalem; hemakes all the outlaws of Israel come together.
3Hemakes the broken-hearted well, and puts oil on their wounds.
4He sees the number of the stars; he gives them all their names.
5Great is our Lord, and great his power; there is no limit to his wisdom.
6The Lord gives help to the poor in spirit; but he sends sinners down in shame.
7Make songs of praise to the Lord; makemelody to our Godwith instruments of music.
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8By his hand the heaven is covered with clouds and rain is stored up for the earth; he
makes the grass tall on themountains.

9He gives food to every beast, and to the young ravens in answer to their cry.
10He has no delight in the strength of a horse; he takes no pleasure in the legs of aman.
11The Lord takes pleasure in his worshippers, and in those whose hope is in his mercy.
12Give praise to the Lord, O Jerusalem; give praise to your God, O Zion.
13 He has made strong the iron bands of your doors; he has sent blessings on your

children inside your walls.
14He gives peace in all your land, making your stores full of fat grain.
15He sends out his orders to the earth; his word goes out quickly.
16He gives snow like wool; he sends out ice-drops like dust.
17He sends down ice like raindrops: water is made hard by his cold.
18At the outgoing of his word, the ice is turned to water; when he sends out his wind,

there is a flowing of waters.
19Hemakes his word clear to Jacob, teaching Israel his laws and his decisions.
20He has not done these things for any other nation: and as for his laws, they have no

knowledge of them. Let the Lord be praised.

148
1Give praise to the Lord. Let the Lord be praised from the heavens: give him praise in

the skies.
2Give praise to him, all you his angels: give praise to him, all his armies.
3Give praise to him, you sun andmoon: give praise to him, all you stars of light.
4Give praise to him, you highest heavens, and you waters which are over the heavens.
5 Let them give praise to the name of the Lord: for he gave the order, and they were

made.
6He has put them in their places for ever; he has given them their limits whichmay not

be broken.
7Give praise to the Lord from the earth, you great sea-beasts, and deep places:
8Fire and rain of ice, snow andmists; storm-wind, doing his word:
9Mountains and all hills; fruit-trees and all trees of themountains:
10Beasts and all cattle; insects and winged birds:
11Kings of the earth, and all peoples; rulers and all judges of the earth:
12Youngmen and virgins; old men and children:
13 Let them give glory to the name of the Lord: for his name only is to be praised: his

kingdom is over the earth and the heaven.
14He has put on high the horn of his people, for the praise of all his saints; even the

children of Israel, a people which is near to him. Let the Lord be praised.

149
1Let the Lord be praised. Make a new song to the Lord, let his praise be in the meeting

of his saints.
2Let Israel have joy in his maker; let the children of Zion be glad in their King.
3 Let them give praise to his name in the dance: let them make melody to him with

instruments of brass and corded instruments of music.
4For the Lordhas pleasure in his people: he gives the poor in spirit a crownof salvation.
5Let the saints have joy and glory: let them give cries of joy on their beds.
6Let the high praises of God be in their mouths, and a two-edged sword in their hands;
7To give the nations the reward of their sins, and the peoples their punishment;
8To put their kings in chains, and their rulers in bands of iron;
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9To give them the punishment which is in the holy writings: this honour is given to all
his saints. Praise be to the Lord.

150
1 Let the Lord be praised. Give praise to God in his holy place: give him praise in the

heaven of his power.
2 Give him praise for his acts of power: give him praise in the measure of his great

strength.
3Give him praise with the sound of the horn: give him praise with corded instruments

of music.
4Givehimpraisewith instruments ofbrass and in thedance: givehimpraisewithhorns

and corded instruments.
5Give him praise with the loud brass: give him praise with the high-sounding brass.
6Let everything which has breath give praise to the Lord. Let the Lord be praised.
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The Proverbs
1 The wise sayings of Solomon, the son of David, king of Israel. 2 To have knowledge

of wise teaching; to be clear about the words of reason: 3 To be trained in the ways
of wisdom, in righteousness and judging truly and straight behaviour: 4 To make the
simple-minded sharp, and to give the young man knowledge, and serious purpose:
5 (Thewiseman, hearing,will get greater learning, and the acts of themanof good sense
will bewisely guided:) 6To get the sense ofwise sayings and secrets, and of thewords of
the wise and their dark sayings. 7The fear of the Lord is the start of knowledge: but the
foolish have no use for wisdom and teaching. 8My son, give ear to the training of your
father, and do not give up the teaching of your mother: 9 For they will be a crown of
grace for your head, and chain-ornaments about your neck. 10My son, if sinners would
take you out of the right way, do not go with them. 11 If they say, Come with us; let us
make designs against the good, waiting secretly for the upright, without cause; 12 Let
us overcome them living, like the underworld, and in their strength, as those who go
down to death; 13 Goods of great price will be ours, our houses will be full of wealth;
14 Take your chance with us, and we will all have one money-bag: 15My son, do not go
with them; keep your feet from their ways: 16 For their feet are running after evil, and
they are quick to take aman's life. 17Truly, to no purpose is the net stretched out before
the eyes of the bird: 18And they are secretly waiting for their blood and making ready
destruction for themselves. 19 Such is the fate of everyone who goes in search of profit;
it takes away the life of its owners. 20Wisdom is crying out in the street; her voice is
loud in the open places; 21Her words are sounding in the meeting-places, and in the
doorways of the town: 22How long, you simple ones, will foolish things be dear to you?
and pride a delight to the haters of authority? how long will the foolish go on hating
knowledge? 23Be turned again bymy sharpwords: see, I will send the flow ofmy spirit
on you, andmakemywords clear to you. 24Because your earswere shut tomyvoice; no
one gave attention tomy out-stretched hand; 25Youwere not controlled bymy guiding,
andwouldhavenothing todowithmysharpwords: 26So in thedayofyour trouble Iwill
be laughing; Iwillmake sport of your fear; 27Whenyour fear comes on you like a storm,
and your trouble like a rushingwind;whenpain and sorrowcomeonyou. 28Then Iwill
give no answer to their cries; searching for me early, they will not see me: 29 For they
were haters of knowledge, and did not give their hearts to the fear of the Lord: 30They
had no desire for my teaching, and my words of protest were as nothing to them. 31 So
the fruit of their waywill be their food, andwith the designs of their hearts theywill be
made full. 32For the turning back of the simple from teaching will be the cause of their
death, and the peace of the foolish will be their destruction. 33But whoever gives ear to
mewill take his rest safely, living in peace without fear of evil.

2
1My son, if you will take my words to your heart, storing up my laws in your mind;

2 So that your ear gives attention to wisdom, and your heart is turned to knowledge;
3Truly, if you are crying out for good sense, and your request is for knowledge; 4 If you
are looking forher as for silver, and searching forher as for stored-upwealth; 5Then the
fear of the Lordwill be clear to you, and knowledge of Godwill be yours. 6For the Lord
gives wisdom; out of his mouth come knowledge and reason: 7He has salvation stored
up for the upright, he is a breastplate to those inwhom there is no evil; 8Hekeepswatch
on the ways which are right, and takes care of those who have the fear of him. 9 Then
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youwill haveknowledgeof righteousness and right acting, andupright behaviour, even
of every good way. 10 For wisdom will come into your heart, and knowledge will be
pleasing to your soul; 11Wise purposes will be watching over you, and knowledge will
keep you; 12Giving you salvation from the evil man, from those whose words are false;
13 Who give up the way of righteousness, to go by dark roads; 14 Who take pleasure
in wrongdoing, and have joy in the evil designs of the sinner; 15Whose ways are not
straight, and whose footsteps are turned to evil: 16 To take you out of the power of the
strangewoman,who says smoothwordswithher tongue; 17Who is false to thehusband
of her early years, anddoesnot keep the agreement of herGod inmind: 18Forherhouse
is on thewaydown to death; her footsteps go down to the shades: 19Thosewho go to her
do not come back again; their feet do not keep in the ways of life: 20 So that youmay go
in the way of goodmen, and keep in the footsteps of the upright. 21For the upright will
be living in the land, and the good will have it for their heritage. 22But sinners will be
cut off from the land, and those whose acts are false will be uprooted.

3
1My son, keep my teaching in your memory, and my rules in your heart: 2 For they

will give you increase of days, years of life, and peace. 3 Let not mercy and good faith
go from you; let them be hanging round your neck, recorded on your heart; 4 So you
will have grace and a good name in the eyes of God andmen. 5Put all your hope in God,
not looking to your reason for support. 6 In all your ways give ear to him, and he will
make straight your footsteps. 7 Put no high value on your wisdom: let the fear of the
Lord be before you, and keep yourself from evil: 8This will give strength to your flesh,
and new life to your bones. 9Give honour to the Lord with your wealth, and with the
first-fruits of all your increase: 10 So your store-houses will be full of grain, and your
vessels overflowing with new wine. 11My son, do not make your heart hard against
the Lord's teaching; do not be made angry by his training: 12For to those who are dear
to him the Lord says sharp words, and makes the son in whom he has delight undergo
pain. 13Happy is themanwhomakes discovery ofwisdom, andhewho gets knowledge.
14For trading in it is better than trading in silver, and its profit greater than bright gold.
15She is of more value than jewels, and nothing for which youmay have a desire is fair
in comparison with her. 16Long life is in her right hand, and in her left are wealth and
honour. 17Her ways are ways of delight, and all her goings are peace. 18 She is a tree of
life to all who take her in their hands, and happy is everyonewho keeps her. 19The Lord
by wisdom put in position the bases of the earth; by reason he put the heavens in their
place. 20By his knowledge the deepwas parted, and dew came dropping from the skies.
21Myson, keepgood sense, anddonot letwisepurpose go fromyour eyes. 22So theywill
be life for your soul, and grace for yourneck. 23Thenyouwill go safely onyourway, and
your feet will have no cause for slipping. 24When you take your rest you will have no
fear, and on your bed sleepwill be sweet to you. 25Have no fear of sudden danger, or of
the stormwhichwill comeonevil-doers: 26For theLordwill be yourhope, andwill keep
your foot from being taken in the net. 27Do not keep back good from those who have a
right to it, when it is in the power of your hand to do it. 28Say not to your neighbour, Go,
and come again, and tomorrow I will give; when you have it by you at the time. 29Do
not make evil designs against your neighbour, when he is living with you without fear.
30Do not take up a cause at law against aman for nothing, if he has done you nowrong.
31Have no envy of the violent man, or take any of his ways as an example. 32 For the
wrong-hearted man is hated by the Lord, but he is a friend to the upright. 33The curse
of the Lord is on the house of the evil-doer, but his blessing is on the tent of the upright.
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34He makes sport of the men of pride, but he gives grace to the gentle-hearted. 35 The
wise will have glory for their heritage, but shamewill be the reward of the foolish.

4
1 Give ear, my sons, to the teaching of a father; give attention so that you may have

knowledge: 2For I give you good teaching; do not give up the knowledge you are getting
fromme. 3For I was a son tomy father, a gentle and an only one tomymother. 4And he
gaveme teaching, saying tome, Keepmywords in your heart; keepmy rules so that you
may have life: 5Get wisdom, get true knowledge; keep it in memory, do not be turned
away from the words of my mouth. 6 Do not give her up, and she will keep you; give
her your love, and she will make you safe. 7 The first sign of wisdom is to get wisdom;
go, give all you have to get true knowledge. 8 Put her in a high place, and you will be
lifted up by her; she will give you honour, when you give her your love. 9 She will put
a crown of grace on your head, giving you a head-dress of glory. 10Give ear, O my son,
and let your heart be open tomy sayings; and long life will be yours. 11 I have given you
teaching in the way of wisdom, guiding your steps in the straight way. 12When you go,
your way will not be narrow, and in running you will not have a fall. 13 Take learning
in your hands, do not let her go: keep her, for she is your life. 14Do not go in the road
of sinners, or be walking in the way of evil men. 15Keep far from it, do not go near; be
turned from it, and go on yourway. 16For they take no rest till they have done evil; their
sleep is taken away if they have not been the cause of someone's fall. 17 The bread of
evil-doing is their food, thewine of violent acts their drink. 18But theway of the upright
is like the light of early morning, getting brighter and brighter till the full day. 19 The
way of sinners is dark; they see not the cause of their fall. 20My son, give attention to
mywords; let your ear be turned tomy sayings. 21Let themnot go from your eyes; keep
them deep in your heart. 22 For they are life to him who gets them, and strength to all
his flesh. 23And keep watch over your heart with all care; so you will have life. 24 Put
away from you an evil tongue, and let false lips be far from you. 25Keep your eyes on
what is in front of you, looking straight before you. 26Keep awatch on your behaviour;
let all your ways be rightly ordered. 27Let there be no turning to the right or to the left,
keep your feet from evil.

5
1My son, give attention tomywisdom; let your ear be turned tomy teaching: 2So that

youmay be ruled by a wise purpose, and your lips may keep knowledge. 3For honey is
dropping from the lips of the strangewoman, and hermouth is smoother than oil; 4But
her end is bitter as wormwood, and sharp as a two-edged sword; 5Her feet go down to
death, and her steps to the underworld; 6 She never keeps her mind on the road of life;
her ways are uncertain, she has no knowledge. 7Give ear to me then, my sons, and do
not put away my words from you. 8Go far away from her, do not come near the door
of her house; 9 For fear that you may give your honour to others, and your wealth to
strangemen: 10And strangemenmay be full of yourwealth, and the fruit of yourwork
go to the house of others; 11 And you will be full of grief at the end of your life, when
your flesh and your body are wasted; 12And you will say, How was teaching hated by
me, andmy heart put no value on training; 13 I did not give attention to the voice of my
teachers,myearwasnot turned to thosewhowere guidingme! 14 Iwas in almost all evil
in the companyof thepeople. 15Letwater fromyour store andnot that of others be your
drink, and running water from your fountain. 16Let not your springs be flowing in the
streets, or your streams ofwater in the open places. 17Let thembe for yourself only, not
for othermenwith you. 18Let blessing be on your fountain; have joy in thewife of your
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early years. 19As a loving hind and a gentle doe, let her breasts ever give you rapture;
let your passion at all times bemoved by her love. 20Why let yourself, my son, go out of
the way with a strange woman, and take another woman in your arms? 21 For a man's
ways are before the eyes of the Lord, and he puts all his goings in the scales. 22The evil-
doerwill be taken in the net of his crimes, and prisoned in the cords of his sin. 23Hewill
come to his end for need of teaching; he is so foolish that hewill gowandering from the
right way.

6
1My son, if you have made yourself responsible for your neighbour, or given your

word for another, 2 You are taken as in a net by the words of your mouth, the sayings
of your lips have overcome you. 3Do this, my son, andmake yourself free, because you
have come into the power of your neighbour; go without waiting, and make a strong
request to your neighbour. 4Give no sleep to your eyes, or rest to them; 5Make yourself
free, like the roe from the hand of the archer, and the bird from himwho puts a net for
her. 6Go to the ant, you hater of work; give thought to her ways and be wise: 7Having
no chief, overseer, or ruler, 8 She gets her meat in the summer, storing up food at the
time of the grain-cutting. 9How long will you be sleeping, O hater of work? when will
you get up from your sleep? 10A little sleep, a little rest, a little folding of the hands in
sleep: 11 Then loss will come on you like an outlaw, and your need like an armed man
12A good-for-nothingman is an evil-doer; he goes on his way causing troublewith false
words; 13Making signs with his eyes, rubbing with his feet, and giving news with his
fingers; 14Hismind is ever designing evil: he lets loose violent acts. 15For this cause his
downfall will be sudden; quickly he will be broken, and there will be no help for him.
16 Six things are hated by the Lord; seven things are disgusting to him: 17Eyes of pride,
a false tongue, hands which take life without cause; 18A heart full of evil designs, feet
which are quick in running after sin; 19 A false witness, breathing out untrue words,
and one who lets loose violent acts among brothers. 20My son, keep the rule of your
father, and have in memory the teaching of your mother: 21Keep them ever folded in
your heart, and have them hanging round your neck. 22 In yourwalking, it will be your
guide; when you are sleeping, it will keep watch over you; when you are awake, it will
have talk with you. 23 For the rule is a light, and the teaching a shining light; and the
guidingwords of training are thewayof life. 24Theywill keep you from the evilwoman,
from the smooth tongue of the strange woman. 25 Let not your heart's desire go after
her fair body; let not her eyes take you prisoner. 26 For a loose woman is looking for a
cake of bread, but another man's wife goes after one's very life. 27May a man take fire
to his breast without burning his clothing? 28Or may one go on lighted coals, and his
feet not be burned? 29 So it is with himwho goes in to his neighbour's wife; he who has
anything to do with her will not go free from punishment. 30Men do not have a low
opinion of a thief who takes food when he is in need of it: 31But if he is taken in the act
he will have to give back seven times asmuch, giving up all his property which is in his
house. 32He who takes another man's wife is without all sense: he who does it is the
cause of destruction to his soul. 33Woundswill be his and loss of honour, and his shame
may not be washed away. 34 For bitter is the wrath of an angry husband; in the day of
punishment he will have no mercy. 35He will not take any payment; and he will not
make peace with you though yourmoney offerings are increased.

7
1My son, keep my sayings, and let my rules be stored up with you. 2 Keep my rules

and you will have life; let my teaching be to you as the light of your eyes; 3Let them be
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fixed to your fingers, and recorded in your heart. 4 Say to wisdom, You are my sister;
let knowledge be named your special friend: 5 So that they may keep you from the
strangewoman, even fromherwhosewords are smooth. 6Looking out frommyhouse,
and watching through the window, 7 I saw among the young men one without sense,
8Walking in the street near the turn of her road, going on the way to her house, 9 At
nightfall, in the evening of the day, in the black dark of the night. 10 And the woman
came out to him, in the dress of a loose woman, with a designing heart; 11 She is full
of noise and uncontrolled; her feet keep not in her house. 12Now she is in the street,
now in the open spaces, waiting at every turning of the road. 13 So she took him by
his hand, kissing him, and without a sign of shame she said to him: 14 I have a feast
of peace-offerings, for today my oaths have been effected. 15 So I came out in the hope
of meeting you, looking for you with care, and now I have you. 16My bed is covered
with cushions of needlework, with coloured cloths of the cotton thread of Egypt; 17 I
have made my bed sweet with perfumes and spices. 18 Come, let us take our pleasure
in love till the morning, having joy in love's delights. 19 For the master of the house is
away on a long journey: 20He has taken a bag of money with him; he is coming back at
the full moon. 21With her fair words she overcame him, forcing him with her smooth
lips. 22 The simple man goes after her, like an ox going to its death, like a roe pulled by
a cord; 23 Like a bird falling into a net; with no thought that his life is in danger, till an
arrow goes into his side. 24So now,my sons, give ear tome; give attention to the sayings
of my mouth; 25 Let not your heart be turned to her ways, do not go wandering in her
footsteps. 26For thosewounded andmade lowbyher are great in number; and all those
who have come to their death through her are a great army. 27Her house is the way to
the underworld, going down to the rooms of death.

8
1 Is not wisdom crying out, and the voice of knowledge sounding? 2At the top of the

highways, at the meeting of the roads, she takes her place; 3Where the roads go into
the town her cry goes out, at the doorways her voice is loud: 4 I am crying out to you, O
men;my voice comes to the sons ofmen. 5Become expert in reason, O you simple ones;
you foolishones, take training toheart. 6Give ear, formywords are true, andmy lips are
open to give outwhat is upright. 7For good faith goes out ofmymouth, and false lips are
disgusting to me. 8All the words of mymouth are righteousness; there is nothing false
or twisted in them. 9They are all true to himwhosemind is awake, and straightforward
to thosewho get knowledge. 10Takemy teaching, and not silver; get knowledge in place
of the best gold. 11Forwisdom is better than jewels, and all thingswhichmaybedesired
are nothing in comparison with her. 12 I, wisdom, have made wise behaviour my near
relation; I am seen to be the special friend of wise purposes. 13 The fear of the Lord is
seen in hating evil: pride, a high opinion of oneself, the evil way, and the false tongue,
are unpleasing tome. 14Wise design and good sense aremine; reason and strength are
mine. 15Throughmekings have their power, and rulers give right decisions. 16Through
me chiefs have authority, and thenoble ones are judging in righteousness. 17Thosewho
have givenme their love are loved byme, and thosewhomake search formewith care
will get me. 18 Wealth and honour are in my hands, even wealth without equal and
righteousness. 19My fruit is better than gold, even than the best gold; and my increase
is more to be desired than silver. 20 I go in the road of righteousness, in the way of right
judging: 21 So that I may give my lovers wealth for their heritage, making their store-
houses full. 22The Lordmademe as the start of hisway, the first of hisworks in the past.
23From eternal days I was givenmy place, from the birth of time, before the earth was.
24When there was no deep I was given birth, when there were no fountains flowing
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with water. 25 Before the mountains were put in their places, before the hills was my
birth: 26When he had notmade the earth or the fields or the dust of theworld. 27When
hemade ready the heavens I was there: when he put an arch over the face of the deep:
28Whenhemade strong the skies overhead: when the fountains of the deepwere fixed:
29Whenhe put a limit to the sea, so that thewatersmight not go against hisword: when
he put in position the bases of the earth: 30Then Iwas by his side, as amasterworkman:
and I was his delight from day to day, playing before him at all times; 31 Playing in his
earth; and my delight was with the sons of men. 32 Give ear to me then, my sons: for
happy are those who keep my ways. 33 Take my teaching and be wise; do not let it go.
34Happy is the man who gives ear to me, watching at my doors day by day, keeping his
place by the pillars of my house. 35 For whoever gets me gets life, and grace from the
Lord will come to him. 36 But he who does evil to me, does wrong to his soul: all my
haters are in love with death.

9
1Wisdomhasmadeherhouse, puttingupher sevenpillars. 2Shehasputher fatbeasts

to death; her wine is mixed, her table is ready. 3 She has sent out her women-servants;
her voice goes out to the highest places of the town, saying, 4Whoever is simple, let him
come in here; and to him who has no sense, she says: 5Come, take of my bread, and of
my wine which is mixed. 6Give up the simple ones and have life, and go in the way of
knowledge. 7He who gives teaching to a man of pride gets shame for himself; he who
says sharp words to a sinner gets a bad name. 8 Do not say sharp words to a man of
pride, or hewill have hate for you;make them clear to awiseman, and youwill be dear
to him. 9 Give teaching to a wise man, and he will become wiser; give training to an
upright man, and his learning will be increased. 10 The fear of the Lord is the start of
wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One gives a wise mind 11 For by me your days
will be increased, and the years of your life will be long. 12 If you are wise, you are wise
for yourself; if your heart is full of pride, you only will have the pain of it. 13The foolish
woman is full of noise; she has no sense at all. 14 Seated at the door of her house, in the
high places of the town, 15Crying out to thosewho go by, going straight on theirway, she
says: 16Whoever is simple, let him come in here: and to him who is without sense, she
says: 17Drink takenwithout right is sweet, and food in secret is pleasing. 18But he does
not see that the dead are there, that her guests are in the deep places of the underworld.

10
1Awise son makes a glad father, but a foolish son is a sorrow to his mother. 2Wealth

which comes fromsin is of noprofit, but righteousness gives salvation fromdeath. 3The
Lord will not let the upright be in need of food, but he puts far from him the desire of
the evil-doers. 4He who is slow in his work becomes poor, but the hand of the ready
worker gets in wealth. 5He who in summer gets together his store is a son who does
wisely; but he who takes his rest when the grain is being cut is a son causing shame.
6 Blessings are on the head of the upright, but the face of sinners will be covered with
sorrow. 7 The memory of the upright is a blessing, but the name of the evil-doer will
be turned to dust. 8The wise-hearted manwill let himself be ruled, but the manwhose
talk is foolish will have a fall. 9He whose ways are upright will go safely, but he whose
ways are twisted will be made low. 10He who makes signs with his eyes is a cause of
trouble, but he whomakes aman see his errors is a cause of peace. 11Themouth of the
uprightman is a fountain of life, but themouth of the evil-doer is a bitter cup. 12Hate is
a cause of violent acts, but all errors are coveredupby love. 13 In the lips of himwhohas
knowledge wisdom is seen; but a rod is ready for the back of himwho is without sense.
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14Knowledge is stored up by thewise, but themouth of the foolishman is a destruction
which is near. 15 The property of the man of wealth is his strong town: the poor man's
need is his destruction. 16Theworkof theupright gives life: the increase of the evil-doer
is a cause of sin. 17He who takes note of teaching is a way of life, but he who gives up
training is a cause of error. 18Hate is covered up by the lips of the upright man, but he
who lets out evil about another is foolish. 19Where there is much talk there will be no
end to sin, but he who keeps his mouth shut does wisely. 20 The tongue of the upright
man is like tested silver: the heart of the evil-doer is of little value. 21 The lips of the
upright man give food to men, but the foolish come to death for need of sense. 22 The
blessing of the Lord gives wealth: hard work makes it no greater. 23 It is sport to the
foolish man to do evil, but the man of good sense takes delight in wisdom. 24The thing
fearedby the evil-doerwill come tohim, but theuprightmanwill get his desire. 25When
the storm-wind is past, the sinner is seen no longer, but the uprightman is safe for ever.
26Like acid drink to the teeth and as smoke to the eyes, so is the hater of work to those
who send him. 27The fear of the Lord gives long life, but the years of the evil-doer will
be cut short. 28Thehope of the uprightmanwill give joy, but thewaiting of the evil-doer
will have its end in sorrow. 29Theway of the Lord is a strong tower for the uprightman,
but destruction to theworkers of evil. 30The uprightmanwill never bemoved, but evil-
doers will not have a safe resting-place in the land. 31The mouth of the upright man is
budding with wisdom, but the twisted tongue will be cut off. 32 The lips of the upright
man have knowledge of what is pleasing, but twisted are themouths of evil-doers.

11
1 Scales of deceit are hated by the Lord, but a true weight is his delight. 2When pride

comes, there comes shame, butwisdom iswith the quiet in spirit. 3The righteousness of
theuprightwill be their guide, but the twistedways of the falsewill be their destruction.
4Wealth is of no profit in the day of wrath, but righteousness keeps a man safe from
death. 5 The righteousness of the good man will make his way straight, but the sin of
the evil-doerwill be the cause of his fall. 6The righteousness of the upright will be their
salvation, but the false will themselves be taken in their evil designs. 7At the death of
an upright man his hope does not come to an end, but the hope of the evil-doer comes
to destruction. 8 The upright man is taken out of trouble, and in his place comes the
sinner. 9With his mouth the evil man sends destruction on his neighbour; but through
knowledge the upright are taken out of trouble. 10When things go well for the upright
man, all the town is glad; at the death of sinners, there are cries of joy. 11By the blessing
of the upright man the town is made great, but it is overturned by the mouth of the
evil-doer. 12He who has a poor opinion of his neighbour has no sense, but a wise man
keeps quiet. 13He who goes about talking of others makes secrets public, but the true-
hearted man keeps things covered. 14When there is no helping suggestion the people
will have a fall, but with a number of wise guides they will be safe. 15He who makes
himself responsible for a strange man will undergo much loss; but the hater of such
undertakings will be safe. 16A woman who is full of grace is honoured, but a woman
hating righteousness is a seat of shame: those hating work will undergo loss, but the
strong keep their wealth. 17 The man who has mercy will be rewarded, but the cruel
man is the cause of trouble to himself. 18The sinner gets the payment of deceit; but his
reward is certain who puts in the seed of righteousness. 19 So righteousness gives life;
but he who goes after evil gets death for himself. 20 The uncontrolled are hated by the
Lord, but those whose ways are without error are his delight 21 Certainly the evil-doer
will not go free from punishment, but the seed of the upright man will be safe. 22 Like
a ring of gold in the nose of a pig, is a beautiful womanwho has no sense. 23The desire
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of the uprightman is only for good, but wrath is waiting for the evil-doer. 24Amanmay
give freely, and still hiswealthwill be increased; and anothermay keep backmore than
is right, but only comes to be in need. 25Hewho gives blessing will be made fat, but the
curser will himself be cursed. 26Hewho keeps back grain will be cursed by the people;
but a blessing will be on the head of him who lets them have it for a price. 27He who,
with all his heart, goes after what is good is searching for grace; but he who is looking
for trouble will get it. 28He who puts his faith in wealth will come to nothing; but the
upright man will be full of growth like the green leaf. 29 The troubler of his house will
have thewind forhis heritage, and the foolishwill be servant to thewise-hearted. 30The
fruit of righteousness is a tree of life, but violent behaviour takes away souls. 31 If the
upright man is rewarded on earth, howmuchmore the evil-doer and the sinner!

12
1A lover of training is a lover of knowledge; but a hater of teaching is like a beast. 2A

goodmanhas grace in the eyes of the Lord; but theman of evil designs gets punishment
from him. 3No man will make himself safe through evil-doing; but the root of upright
menwill neverbemoved. 4Awomanof virtue is a crown toherhusband; but shewhose
behaviour is a cause of shame is like a wasting disease in his bones. 5 The purposes of
uprightmenare right, but thedesignsof evil-doers aredeceit. 6Thewordsof sinners are
destruction for the upright; but themouth of uprightmen is their salvation. 7Evil-doers
are overturned and never seen again, but the house of upright men will keep its place.
8Amanwill be praised in themeasure of his wisdom, but a wrong-mindedmanwill be
looked down on. 9He who is of low position and has a servant, is better than one who
has a high opinion of himself and is in need of bread. 10 An upright man has thought
for the life of his beast, but the hearts of evil-doers are cruel. 11He who does work on
his land will not be short of bread; but he who goes after foolish men is without sense.
12 The resting-place of the sinner will come to destruction, but the root of upright men
is for ever. 13 In the sin of the lips is a net which takes the sinner, but the upright man
will come out of trouble. 14 From the fruit of his mouth will a man have good food in
full measure, and thework of aman's handswill be rewarded. 15Theway of the foolish
man seems right to him? but the wise man gives ear to suggestions. 16 A foolish man
lets his trouble be openly seen, but a sharp man keeps shame secret. 17 The breathing
out of truewords gives knowledge of righteousness; but a falsewitness gives out deceit.
18There are somewhose uncontrolled talk is like thewounds of a sword, but the tongue
of the wise makes one well again. 19True lips are certain for ever, but a false tongue is
only for a minute. 20Deceit is in the heart of those whose designs are evil, but for those
purposing peace there is joy. 21No trouble will come to upright men, but sinners will
be full of evil. 22 False lips are hated by the Lord, but those whose acts are true are his
delight. 23A sharp man keeps back his knowledge; but the heart of foolish men makes
clear their foolish thoughts. 24The hand of the readyworkerwill have authority, but he
who is slow in his work will be put to forced work. 25Care in the heart of a manmakes
it weighted down, but a good word makes it glad. 26 The upright man is a guide to his
neighbour, but the way of evil-doers is a cause of error to them. 27Hewho is slow in his
work does not go in search of food; but the ready worker gets much wealth. 28 In the
road of righteousness is life, but the way of the evil-doer goes to death.

13
1A wise son is a lover of teaching, but the ears of the haters of authority are shut to

sharpwords. 2Amanwill get good from the fruit of his lips, but the desire of the false is
for violent acts. 3He who keeps a watch on his mouth keeps his life; but he whose lips
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are openwidewill have destruction. 4Thehater ofworkdoes not get his desires, but the
soul of the hard workers will be made fat. 5 The upright man is a hater of false words:
the evil-doer gets abadnameand is put to shame. 6Righteousness keeps safehimwhose
way is without error, but evil-doers are overturned by sin. 7A man may be acting as if
he had wealth, but have nothing; another may seem poor, but have great wealth. 8 A
manwill give his wealth in exchange for his life; but the poor will not give ear to sharp
words. 9There is a glad dawn for the uprightman, but the light of the sinnerwill be put
out. 10Theonlyeffect ofpride isfighting; butwisdomiswith thequiet in spirit. 11Wealth
quickly got will become less; but he who gets a store by the work of his hands will have
it increased. 12Hope put off is aweariness to the heart; butwhenwhat is desired comes,
it is a tree of life. 13He who makes sport of the word will come to destruction, but the
respecter of the law will be rewarded. 14 The teaching of the wise is a fountain of life,
turningmen away from the nets of death. 15Wise behaviour gets approval, but theway
of the false is their destruction. 16A sharp man does everything with knowledge, but a
foolish man makes clear his foolish thoughts. 17A man taking false news is a cause of
trouble, but he who gives news rightly makes things well. 18Need and shame will be
the fate of him who is uncontrolled by training; but he who takes note of teaching will
be honoured. 19 To get one's desire is sweet to the soul, but to give up evil is disgusting
to the foolish. 20Go with wise men and be wise: but he who keeps company with the
foolish will be broken. 21 Evil will overtake sinners, but the upright will be rewarded
with good. 22 The heritage of the good man is handed down to his children's children;
and the wealth of the sinner is stored up for the upright man. 23 There is much food
in the ploughed land of the poor; but it is taken away by wrongdoing. 24He who keeps
back his rod is unkind to his son: the loving father gives punishment with care. 25 The
upright man has food to the full measure of his desire, but there will be no food for the
stomach of evil-doers.

14
1Wisdom is building her house, but the foolish woman is pulling it down with her

hands. 2He who goes on his way in righteousness has before him the fear of the Lord;
but hewhoseways are twisted gives himnohonour. 3 In themouth of the foolishman is
a rod forhis back, but the lips of thewisewill keep themsafe. 4Where there arenooxen,
their food-place is clean; but much increase comes through the strength of the ox. 5A
true witness does not say what is false, but a false witness is breathing out deceit. 6The
hater of authority, searching for wisdom, does not get it; but knowledge comes readily
to the open-mindedman. 7Go away from the foolishman, for youwill not see the lips of
knowledge. 8Thewisdomof theman of good sensemakes hisway clear; but the unwise
behaviour of the foolish is deceit. 9 In the tents of those hating authority there is error,
but in the house of the upright man there is grace. 10No one has knowledge of a man's
grief but himself; and a strange person has no part in his joy. 11The house of the sinner
will be overturned, but the tent of the uprightmanwill dowell. 12There is awaywhich
seems straight before a man, but its end is the ways of death. 13 Even while laughing
the heart may be sad; and after joy comes sorrow. 14He whose heart is turned away
will have the reward of his ways in full measure; but a good man will have the reward
of his doings. 15 The simple man has faith in every word, but the man of good sense
gives thought to his footsteps. 16Thewiseman, fearing, keeps himself from evil; but the
foolish man goes on in his pride, with no thought of danger. 17Hewho is quickly angry
will do what is foolish, but the man of good sense will have quiet. 18 Foolish behaviour
is the heritage of the simple, butmenof good sense are crownedwith knowledge. 19The
knees of the evil are bent before the good; and sinners go down in the dust at the doors
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of the upright. 20 The poor man is hated even by his neighbour, but the man of wealth
has numbers of friends. 21He who has no respect for his neighbour is a sinner, but he
who has pity for the poor is happy. 22Will not the designers of evil come into error? But
mercy and good faith are for the designers of good. 23 In all hard work there is profit,
but talk onlymakes amanpoor. 24Theirwisdom is a crown to thewise, but their foolish
behaviour is round the head of the unwise. 25A true witness is the saviour of lives; but
he who says false things is a cause of deceit. 26For him in whose heart is the fear of the
Lord there is strong hope: and his childrenwill have a safe place. 27The fear of the Lord
is a fountain of life, bywhich onemay be turned from the nets of death. 28Aking's glory
is in the number of his people: and for need of people a ruler may come to destruction.
29He who is slow to be angry has great good sense; but he whose spirit is over-quick
gives support to what is foolish. 30 A quiet mind is the life of the body, but envy is a
disease in the bones. 31He who is hard on the poor puts shame on his Maker; but he
who hasmercy on those who are in need gives him honour. 32The sinner is overturned
in his evil-doing, but the upright man has hope in his righteousness. 33Wisdom has
her resting-place in the mind of the wise, but she is not seen among the foolish. 34 By
righteousness a nation is lifted up, but sin is a cause of shame to the peoples. 35The king
has pleasure in a servant who does wisely, but his wrath is against him who is a cause
of shame.

15
1By a soft answerwrath is turned away, but a bitter word is a cause of angry feelings.

2Knowledge is dropping from the tongue of the wise; but from themouth of the foolish
comesa streamof foolishwords. 3Theeyesof theLordare ineveryplace, keepingwatch
on the evil and the good. 4A comforting tongue is a tree of life, but a twisted tongue is a
crushing of the spirit. 5A foolishman puts no value on his father's training; but he who
has respect for teachinghas good sense. 6 In thehouseof theuprightman there is a great
store ofwealth; but in theprofits of the sinner there is trouble. 7The lips of thewisekeep
knowledge, but the heart of the foolishman is not right. 8The offering of the evil-doer is
disgusting to the Lord, but the prayer of the upright man is his delight. 9The way of the
evil-doer is disgusting to the Lord, but he who goes after righteousness is dear to him.
10There is bitter punishment for himwho is turned from theway; and deathwill be the
fate of the hater of teaching. 11 Before the Lord are the underworld and destruction:
howmuch more, then, the hearts of the children of men! 12 The hater of authority has
no love for teaching: hewill not go to thewise. 13A glad heartmakes a shining face, but
by the sorrow of the heart the spirit is broken. 14 The heart of the man of good sense
goes in search of knowledge, but foolish things are the food of the unwise. 15 All the
days of the troubled are evil; but hewhose heart is glad has an unending feast. 16Better
is a little with the fear of the Lord, than great wealth together with trouble. 17 Better
is a simple meal where love is, than a fat ox and hate with it. 18An angry man makes
men come to blows, but he who is slow to get angry puts an end to fighting. 19 Thorns
are round the way of the hater of work; but the road of the hard worker becomes a
highway. 20 A wise son makes a glad father, but a foolish man has no respect for his
mother. 21 Foolish behaviour is joy to the unwise; but a man of good sense makes his
way straight. 22Where there are no wise suggestions, purposes come to nothing; but
by a number of wise guides they are made certain. 23 A man has joy in the answer of
his mouth: and a word at the right time, how good it is! 24Acting wisely is the way of
life, guiding aman away from the underworld. 25The house of theman of pride will be
uprooted by the Lord, but he will make safe the heritage of the widow. 26 Evil designs
are disgusting to the Lord, but thewords of the clean-hearted are pleasing. 27Hewhose
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desires arefixedonprofit is a cause of trouble tohis family; but hewhohasnodesire for
offeringswill have life. 28The heart of the upright gives thought to his answer; but from
themouth of the evil-doer comes a streamof evil things. 29The Lord is far from sinners,
but his ear is open to the prayer of the upright. 30 The light of the eyes is a joy to the
heart, and goodnewsmakes the bones fat. 31Themanwhose ear is open to the teaching
of life will have his place among the wise. 32He who will not be controlled by training
has no respect for his soul, but hewho gives ear to teachingwill get wisdom. 33The fear
of the Lord is the teaching of wisdom; and a low opinion of oneself goes before honour.

16
1 The designs of the heart are man's, but the answer of the tongue comes from the

Lord. 2 All a man's ways are clean to himself; but the Lord puts men's spirits into his
scales. 3 Put your works into the hands of the Lord, and your purposes will be made
certain. 4The Lord has made everything for his purpose, even the sinner for the day of
evil. 5Everyonewhohaspride inhis heart is disgusting to theLord: hewill certainlynot
go free from punishment. 6 By mercy and good faith evil-doing is taken away: and by
the fear of the Lord men are turned away from evil. 7When aman's ways are pleasing
to the Lord, he makes even his haters be at peace with him. 8 Better is a little with
righteousness, than great wealth with wrongdoing. 9A man may make designs for his
way, but the Lord is the guide of his steps. 10Decision is in the lips of the king: hismouth
will not gowrong in judging. 11Truemeasures and scales are the Lord's: all theweights
of the bag are his work. 12 Evil-doing is disgusting to kings: for the seat of the ruler is
based on righteousness. 13 Lips of righteousness are the delight of kings; and he who
says what is upright is dear to him. 14The wrath of the king is like those who give news
of death, but a wise man will put peace in place of it. 15 In the light of the king's face
there is life; and his approval is like a cloud of spring rain. 16How much better it is to
get wisdom than gold! and to get knowledge is more to be desired than silver. 17 The
highway of the upright is to be turned away from evil: hewho takes care of hiswaywill
keep his soul. 18Pride goes before destruction, and a stiff spirit before a fall. 19Better it
is to have a gentle spirit with the poor, than to take part in the rewards of warwithmen
of pride. 20Hewhogives attention to the lawof rightwill get good; andwhoever puts his
faith in the Lord is happy. 21Thewise-heartedwill be namedmen of good sense: and by
pleasing words learning is increased. 22Wisdom is a fountain of life to him who has it;
but thepunishment of the foolish is their foolishbehaviour. 23Theheart of thewiseman
is the teacher of his mouth, and gives increased learning to his lips. 24 Pleasing words
are like honey, sweet to the soul andnew life to the bones. 25There is awaywhich seems
straight before aman, but its end is theways of death. 26The desire of theworkingman
is working for him, for his need of food is driving him on. 27A good-for-nothing man is
a designer of evil, and in his lips there is a burning fire. 28Aman of twisted purposes is
a cause of fighting everywhere: and he who says evil secretly makes trouble between
friends. 29A violent man puts desire of evil into his neighbour's mind, and makes him
go in a way which is not good. 30He whose eyes are shut is a man of twisted purposes,
and hewho keeps his lips shut tightmakes evil come about. 31The grey head is a crown
of glory, if it is seen in the way of righteousness. 32He who is slow to be angry is better
than aman ofwar, and hewho has control over his spirit than hewho takes a town. 33A
thingmay be put to the decision of chance, but it comes about through the Lord.

17
1Better a bit of dry bread in peace, than ahouse full of feasting and violent behaviour.

2A servant who does wisely will have rule over a son causing shame, and will have his
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part in the heritage among brothers. 3 The heating-pot is for silver and the oven-fire
for gold, but the Lord is the tester of hearts. 4A wrongdoer gives attention to evil lips,
and aman of deceit gives ear to a damaging tongue. 5Whoevermakes sport of the poor
puts shame on his Maker; and he who is glad because of trouble will not go free from
punishment. 6 Children's children are the crown of old men, and the glory of children
is their fathers. 7Fair words are not to be looked for from a foolish man, much less are
false lips in a ruler. 8An offering ofmoney is like a stone of great price in the eyes of him
who has it: wherever he goes, he does well. 9Hewho keeps a sin covered is looking for
love; but he who keeps on talking of a thing makes division between friends. 10Aword
of protest goes deeper into onewho has sense than a hundred blows into a foolishman.
11Anuncontrolledman is only looking for trouble, so a cruel servantwill be sent against
him. 12 It is better to come face to face with a bear whose young ones have been taken
away thanwith a foolishman acting foolishly. 13 If anyone gives back evil for good, evil
will never go away fromhis house. 14The start of fighting is like the letting out ofwater:
so give up before it comes to blows. 15He who gives a decision for the evil-doer and he
who gives a decision against the upright, are equally disgusting to the Lord. 16Howwill
money in thehandof the foolishgethimwisdom, seeing thathehasnosense? 17Afriend
is loving at all times, and becomes a brother in times of trouble. 18Amanwithout sense
gives his hand in an agreement, and makes himself responsible before his neighbour.
19 The lover of fighting is a lover of sin: he who makes high his doorway is looking for
destruction. 20Nothing good comes to himwhoseheart is fixed on evil purposes: andhe
who has an evil tongue will come to trouble. 21He who has an unwise son gets sorrow
for himself, and the father of a foolish son has no joy. 22A glad heart makes a healthy
body, but a crushed spirit makes the bones dry. 23A sinner takes an offering out of his
robe, to get a decision for himself in a cause. 24Wisdom is before the face of him who
has sense; but the eyes of the foolish are on the ends of the earth. 25A foolish son is a
grief to his father, and bitter pain to her who gave him birth. 26 To give punishment to
the upright is not good, or to give blows to the noble for their righteousness. 27He who
has knowledge says little: and he who has a calm spirit is a man of good sense. 28Even
the foolish man, when he keeps quiet, is taken to be wise: when his lips are shut he is
credited with good sense.

18
1He who keeps himself separate for his private purpose goes against all good sense.

2A foolish man has no pleasure in good sense, but only to let what is in his heart come
to light. 3When the evil-doer comes, a low opinion comeswith him, andwith the loss of
honour comes shame. 4The words of a man's mouth are like deep waters: the fountain
ofwisdom is like aflowing stream. 5Tohave respect for thepersonof the evil-doer is not
good, or to give a wrong decision against the upright. 6A foolish man's lips are a cause
of fighting, and hismouthmakes him open to blows. 7Themouth of a foolishman is his
destruction, and his lips are a net for his soul. 8 The words of one who says evil of his
neighbour secretly are like sweet food, and go down into the inner parts of the stomach.
9He who does not give his mind to his work is brother to him who makes destruction.
10The name of the Lord is a strong tower: the uprightman running into it is safe. 11The
property of a man of wealth is his strong town, and it is as a high wall in the thoughts
of his heart. 12Before destruction the heart of man is full of pride, and before honour
goes a gentle spirit. 13To give an answer before hearing is a foolish thing and a cause of
shame. 14 The spirit of a man will be his support when he is ill; but how may a broken
spirit be lifted up? 15The heart of the man of good sense gets knowledge; the ear of the
wise is searching for knowledge. 16A man's offering makes room for him, letting him
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come before great men. 17 The man who first puts his cause before the judge seems to
be in the right; but then his neighbour comes and puts his cause in its true light. 18The
decision of chance puts an end to argument, parting the strong. 19A brother wounded
is like a strong town, and violent acts are like a locked tower. 20 With the fruit of a
man's mouth his stomachwill be full; the produce of his lips will be his in full measure.
21Death and life are in the power of the tongue; and those to whom it is dear will have
its fruit for their food. 22Whoever gets a wife gets a good thing, and has the approval
of the Lord. 23 The poor man makes requests for grace, but the man of wealth gives a
rough answer. 24There are friendswhomay be aman's destruction, but there is a lover
who keeps nearer than a brother.

19
1Better is the poormanwhoseways are upright, than theman of wealthwhoseways

are twisted. 2 Further, without knowledge desire is not good; and he who is over-quick
in acting goes out of the right way. 3By his foolish behaviour a man's ways are turned
upside down, and his heart is bitter against the Lord. 4Wealthmakes a great number of
friends; but the poorman is parted fromhis friend. 5A falsewitnesswill not gowithout
punishment, and the breather out of deceit will not go free. 6Great numbers will make
attempts to get the approval of a ruler: and every man is the special friend of himwho
has something to give. 7All the brothers of the poor man are against him: how much
more do his friends go far from him! ... 8He who gets wisdom has love for his soul: he
who keeps good sense will get what is truly good. 9A false witness will not go without
punishment, and thebreatheroutofdeceitwill becutoff. 10Material comfort isnotgood
for the foolish;much less fora servant tobeputover rulers. 11Aman's goodsensemakes
him slow to wrath, and the overlooking of wrongdoing is his glory. 12The king's wrath
is like the loud cry of a lion, but his approval is like dew on the grass. 13A foolish son
is the destruction of his father; and the bitter arguments of a wife are like drops of rain
falling without end. 14House and wealth are a heritage from fathers, but a wife with
good sense is from the Lord. 15Hate ofwork sends deep sleep on aman: andhewhohas
no industry will go without food. 16Hewho keeps the law keeps his soul; but death will
be the fate of himwho takes no note of theword. 17Hewho has pity on the poor gives to
the Lord, and the Lord will give him his reward. 18Give your son training while there
is hope; let not your heart be purposing his death. 19 A man of great wrath will have
to take his punishment: for if you get him out of trouble you will have to do it again.
20 Let your ear be open to suggestion and take teaching, so that at the end you may be
wise. 21Aman's heartmay be full of designs, but the purpose of the Lord is unchanging.
22 The ornament of a man is his mercy, and a poor man is better than one who is false.
23 The fear of the Lord gives life: and he who has it will have need of nothing; no evil
will come his way. 24The hater of work puts his hand deep into the basin, and will not
even take it to his mouth again. 25When blows overtake the man of pride, the simple
will get sense; say sharp words to the wise, and knowledge will be made clear to him.
26Hewho is violent to his father, driving away hismother, is a son causing shame and a
bad name. 27A son who no longer gives attention to teaching is turned away from the
words of knowledge. 28A good-for-nothingwitnessmakes sport of the judge's decision:
and the mouth of evil-doers sends out evil like a stream. 29Rods are being made ready
for theman of pride, and blows for the back of the foolish.

20
1Winemakesmen foolish, and strong drinkmakesmen come to blows; andwhoever

comes into error through these is not wise. 2Thewrath of a king is like the loud cry of a
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lion: he who makes him angry does wrong against himself. 3 It is an honour for a man
to keep from fighting, but the foolish are ever at war. 4The hater of workwill not do his
ploughing because of the winter; so at the time of grain-cutting he will be requesting
food and will get nothing. 5 The purpose in the heart of a man is like deep water, but
a man of good sense will get it out. 6Most men make no secret of their kind acts: but
where is aman of good faith to be seen? 7An upright man goes on in his righteousness:
happy are his children after him! 8 A king on the seat of judging puts to flight all evil
with his eyes. 9Who is able to say, I have made my heart clean, I am free frommy sin?
10Unequal weights and unequal measures, they are all disgusting to the Lord. 11 Even
a child may be judged by his doings, if his work is free from sin and if it is right. 12The
hearing ear and the seeing eye are equally the Lord'swork. 13Donot be a lover of sleep,
or you will become poor: keep your eyes open, and you will have bread enough. 14A
poor thing, a poor thing, says he who is giving money for goods: but when he has gone
on his way, then hemakes clear his pride inwhat he has got. 15There is gold and a store
of corals: but the lips of knowledge are a jewel of great price. 16Take aman's clothing if
hemakes himself responsible for a strangeman, and get an undertaking fromhimwho
gives hisword for strangemen. 17Bread of deceit is sweet to aman; but after, hismouth
will be full of sand. 18Every purpose is put into effect bywise help: and bywise guiding
make war. 19He who goes about talking of the business of others gives away secrets:
so have nothing to do with him whose lips are open wide. 20 If anyone puts a curse on
his father or his mother, his light will be put out in the blackest night. 21A heritagemay
be got quickly at first, but the end of it will not be a blessing. 22Do not say, I will give
punishment for evil: go onwaiting for the Lord, and hewill be your saviour. 23Unequal
weights are disgusting to the Lord, and false scales are not good. 24Aman's steps are of
the Lord; how then may a man have knowledge of his way? 25 It is a danger to a man
to say without thought, It is holy, and, after taking his oaths, to be questioning if it is
necessary to keep them. 26 A wise king puts evil-doers to flight, and makes their evil-
doing come back on them. 27The Lord keepswatch over the spirit ofman, searching all
the deepest parts of the body. 28Mercy and good faith keep the king safe, and the seat
of his power is based on upright acts. 29 The glory of young men is their strength, and
the honour of oldmen is their grey hairs. 30By thewounds of the rod evil is taken away,
and blowsmake clean the deepest parts of the body.

21
1 The king's heart in the hands of the Lord is like the water streams, and by him it is

turned in any direction at his pleasure. 2 Every way of a man seems right to himself,
but the Lord is the tester of hearts. 3 To do what is right and true is more pleasing to
the Lord than an offering. 4A high look and a heart of pride, ***of the evil-doer is sin.
5The purposes of the man of industry have their outcome only in wealth; but one who
is over-quick in acting will only come to be in need. 6He who gets stores of wealth by
a false tongue, is going after what is only breath, and searching for death. 7 By their
violent acts the evil-doers will be pulled away, because they have no desire to do what
is right. 8 Twisted is the way of him who is full of crime; but as for him whose heart is
clean, his work is upright. 9 It is better to be living in an angle of the house-top, than
with a bitter-tongued woman in a wide house. 10 The desire of the evil-doer is fixed
on evil: he has no kind feeling for his neighbour. 11When the man of pride undergoes
punishment, the simplemangetswisdom; andbywatching thewise he gets knowledge.
12 The Upright One, looking on the house of the evil-doer, lets sinners be overturned
to their destruction. 13He whose ears are stopped at the cry of the poor, will himself
get no answer to his cry for help. 14By a secret offering wrath is turned away, and the
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heat of angry feelings by money in the folds of the robe. 15 It is a joy to the good man
to do right, but it is destruction to the workers of evil. 16The wanderer from the way of
knowledge will have his resting-place among the shades. 17 The lover of pleasure will
be a poor man: the lover of wine and oil will not get wealth. 18 The evil-doer will be
given as a price for the life of the goodman, and the worker of deceit in the place of the
upright. 19 It is better to be living in a waste land, than with a bitter-tongued and angry
woman. 20There is a store of great value in the house of thewise, but it is wasted by the
foolish man. 21He who goes after righteousness and mercy will get life, righteousness,
and honour. 22Awise man goes up into the town of the strong ones, and overcomes its
strength in which they put their faith. 23He who keeps watch over his mouth and his
tongue keeps his soul from troubles. 24 The man of pride, lifted up in soul, is named
high-hearted; he is acting in an outburst of pride. 25 The desire of the hater of work
is death to him, for his hands will do no work. 26 All the day the sinner goes after his
desire: but the upright man gives freely, keeping nothing back. 27 The offering of evil-
doers is disgusting: how much more when they give it with an evil purpose! 28A false
witness will be cut off, ... 29The evil-doer makes his face hard, but as for the upright, he
gives thought to his way. 30Wisdom and knowledge and wise suggestions are of no use
against the Lord. 31The horse is made ready for the day of war, but power to overcome
is from the Lord.

22
1A good name is more to be desired than great wealth, and to be respected is better

than silver and gold. 2Theman of wealth and the poorman come face to face: the Lord
is the maker of them all. 3 The sharp man sees the evil and takes cover: the simple go
straight on and get into trouble. 4The reward of a gentle spirit and the fear of the Lord
is wealth and honour and life. 5Thorns and nets are in the way of the twisted: he who
keeps watch over his soul will be far from them. 6 If a child is trained up in the right
way, even when he is old he will not be turned away from it. 7 The man of wealth has
rule over the poor, andhewhogets into debt is a servant to his creditor. 8Byplanting the
seed of evil amanwill get in the grain of sorrow, and the rod of hiswrathwill be broken.
9Hewho is kind will have a blessing, for he gives of his bread to the poor. 10 Send away
the man of pride, and argument will go out; truly fighting and shame will come to an
end. 11Hewhose heart is clean is dear to the Lord; for the grace of his lips the king will
be his friend. 12 The eyes of the Lord keep knowledge, but by him the acts of the false
man will be overturned. 13The hater of work says, There is a lion outside: I will be put
to death in the streets. 14 The mouth of strange women is a deep hole: he with whom
the Lord is angry will go down into it. 15 Foolish ways are deep-seated in the heart of
a child, but the rod of punishment will send them far from him. 16He who is cruel to
the poor for the purpose of increasing his profit, and hewho gives to theman ofwealth,
will only come to be in need. 17Let your ear be bent down for hearingmywords, and let
your heart give thought to knowledge. 18For it is a delight to keep them in your heart, to
have themreadyonyour lips. 19So that your faithmaybe in theLord, I havemade them
clear to you this day, even to you. 20Have I not put inwriting for you thirty sayings, with
wise suggestions and knowledge, 21Tomake you see howcertain are truewords, so that
youmay give a true answer to those who put questions to you? 22Do not take away the
property of the poorman because he is poor, or be cruel to the crushed ones when they
come before the judge: 23For the Lord will give support to their cause, and take the life
of thosewho take their goods. 24Do not be friendswith amanwho is given towrath; do
not go in the companyofanangryman: 25For fearof learninghiswaysandmakinganet
ready for your soul. 26Be not one of those who give their hands in an agreement, or of
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thosewhomake themselves responsible for debts: 27 If you have nothingwithwhich to
make payment, hewill take away your bed fromunder you. 28Let not the old landmark
be moved which your fathers have put in place. 29Have you seen a man who is expert
in his business? he will take his place before kings; his place will not be among low
persons.

23
1When you take your seat at the feast with a ruler, give thought with care to what is

before you; 2And put a knife to your throat, if you have a strong desire for food. 3Have
no desire for his delicate food, for it is the bread of deceit. 4Take no care to get wealth;
let there be an end to your desire formoney. 5Are your eyes lifted up to it? it is gone: for
wealth takes to itself wings, like an eagle in flight up to heaven. 6Do not take the food of
himwho has an evil eye, or have any desire for his delicate meat: 7For as the thoughts
of his heart are, so is he: Take food and drink, he says to you; but his heart is not with
you. 8The foodwhich you have takenwill come up again, and your pleasingwordswill
be wasted. 9 Say nothing in the hearing of a foolishman, for he will put no value on the
wisdomof yourwords. 10Donot let the landmark of thewidowbemoved, anddonot go
into thefields of thosewhohaveno father; 11For their saviour is strong, andhewill take
up their cause against you. 12Give your heart to teaching, and your ears to thewords of
knowledge. 13Do not keep back training from the child: for even if you give him blows
with the rod, it will not be death to him. 14Give him blows with the rod, and keep his
soul safe from the underworld. 15My son, if your heart becomes wise, I, even I, will be
glad inheart; 16Andmy thoughts inmewill be full of joywhenyour lips say right things.
17Have no envy of sinners in your heart, but keep in the fear of the Lord all through the
day; 18Forwithout doubt there is a future, and your hopewill not be cut off. 19Give ear,
my son, and bewise, guiding your heart in the right way. 20Do not be among thosewho
give themselves towine-drinking, or among thosewhomake themselves fullwithmeat:
21For thosewho take delight in drink and feastingwill come to be in need; and through
love of sleep a man will be poorly clothed. 22Give ear to your father whose child you
are, and do not keep honour from your mother when she is old. 23Get for yourself that
which is true, and do not let it go for money; get wisdom and teaching and good sense.
24The father of the upright man will be glad, and he who has a wise child will have joy
because of him. 25Let your father and your mother be glad, let her who gave you birth
have joy. 26My son, giveme your heart, and let your eyes take delight inmyways. 27For
a loose woman is a deep hollow, and a strange woman is a narrow water-hole. 28 Yes,
she is waiting secretly like a beast for its food, and deceit by her is increased among
men. 29Who says, Oh! who says, Ah! who has violent arguments, who has grief, who
has wounds without cause, whose eyes are dark? 30Those who are seated late over the
wine: thosewho go looking formixedwine. 31Keep your eyes from looking on thewine
when it is red,when its colour is bright in the cup,when it goes smoothly down: 32 In the
end, its bite is like that of a snake, its wound like the wound of a poison-snake. 33 Your
eyes will see strange things, and you will say twisted things. 34Yes, you will be like him
who takes his rest on the sea, or on the top of a sail-support. 35They have overcomeme,
you will say, and I have no pain; they gave me blows without my feeling them: when
will I be awake frommywine? I will go after it again.

24
1Have no envy for evil men, or any desire to bewith them: 2For the purposes of their

hearts are destruction, and their lips are talking of trouble. 3 The building of a house
is by wisdom, and by reason it is made strong: 4 And by knowledge its rooms are full
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of all dear and pleasing things. 5A wise man is strong; and a man of knowledge makes
strength greater. 6 For by wise guiding you will overcome in war: and in a number of
wise guides there is salvation. 7Wisdom is outside the power of the foolish: he keeps
hismouth shut in the public place. 8Hewhose purposes are badwill be named amanof
evil designs. 9Thepurposeof the foolish is sin: and thehater of authority is disgusting to
others. 10 If yougiveway in thedayof trouble, your strength is small. 11Be the saviourof
thosewho are given up to death, and do not keep back help from thosewho are slipping
to destruction. 12 If you say, See, we had no knowledge of this: does not the tester of
hearts give thought to it? and he who keeps your soul, has he no knowledge of it? and
will henot give toeveryman therewardofhiswork? 13Myson, takehoney, for it is good;
and the flowing honey, which is sweet to your taste: 14So let your desire be forwisdom:
if you have it, there will be a future, and your hope will not be cut off. 15Do not keep
a secret watch, O evil-doer, against the fields of the upright man, or send destruction
on his resting-place: 16 For an upright man, after falling seven times, will get up again:
but trouble is the downfall of the evil. 17Do not be glad at the fall of your hater, and let
not your heart have joy at his downfall: 18 For fear that the Lord may see it, and it may
be evil in his eyes, and his wrath may be turned away from him. 19Do not be troubled
because of evil-doers, or have envy of sinners: 20For there will be no future for the evil
man; the light of sinners will be put out. 21My son, go in fear of the Lord and the king:
have nothing to dowith thosewho are in high positions: 22For their downfall will come
suddenly; andwhohasknowledgeof thedestructionof those inhighpositions? 23These
are more sayings of the wise: To have respect for a person's position when judging is
not good. 24 He who says to the evil-doer, You are upright, will be cursed by peoples
and hated by nations. 25 But those who say sharp words to him will have delight, and
a blessing of good will come on them. 26He gives a kiss with his lips who gives a right
answer. 27Put yourwork in order outside, andmake it ready in the field; and after that,
see to the building of your house. 28Do not be a violent witness against your neighbour,
or let your lips say what is false. 29 Say not, I will do to him as he has done to me; I will
give theman therewardofhiswork. 30 Iwentby thefieldof thehaterofwork, andby the
vine-garden of themanwithout sense; 31And it was all full of thorns, and coveredwith
waste plants, and its stone wall was broken down. 32Then looking at it, I gave thought:
I saw, and I got teaching from it. 33A little sleep, a little rest, a little folding of the hands
in sleep: 34 So loss will come on you like an outlaw, and your need like an armedman.

25
1 These are more wise sayings of Solomon, copied out by the men of Hezekiah, king

of Judah. 2 It is the glory of God to keep a thing secret: but the glory of kings is to have
it searched out. 3The heaven is high and the earth is deep, and the hearts of kings may
not be searched out. 4 Take away the waste from silver, and a vessel will come out for
the silver-worker. 5Take away evil-doers frombefore the king, and the seat of his power
will be made strong in righteousness. 6Do not take glory for yourself before the king,
and do not put yourself in the place of the great: 7 For it is better to have it said to you,
Come up here; than for you to be put down in a lower place before the ruler. 8Do not be
quick to go to law aboutwhat you have seen, forwhatwill you do in the end, when your
neighbour has put you to shame? 9Have a talkwith your neighbour himself about your
cause, but do not give away the secret of another: 10Or your hearermay say evil of you,
and your shamewill not be turned away. 11Aword at the right time is like apples of gold
in a network of silver. 12Like a nose-ring of gold and an ornament of the best gold, is a
wisemanwho says sharpwords to an ear ready to give attention. 13As the cold of snow
in the time of grain-cutting, so is a true servant to thosewho send him; for he gives new
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life to the soul of his master. 14 As clouds and wind without rain, so is one who takes
credit for an offering he has not given. 15A judge is moved by one who for a long time
undergoes wrongs without protest, and by a soft tongue even bone is broken. 16 If you
have honey, take only as much as is enough for you; for fear that, being full of it, you
may not be able to keep it down. 17Let not your foot be frequently in your neighbour's
house, orhemayget tiredofyou, andhis feelingbe turned tohate. 18Onewhogives false
witness against his neighbour is a hammer and a sword and a sharp arrow. 19 Putting
one's faith in a false man in time of trouble is like a broken tooth and a shaking foot.
20 Like one who takes off clothing in cold weather and like acid on a wound, is he who
makes melody to a sad heart. 21 If your hater is in need of food, give him bread; and if
he is in need of drink, give him water: 22 For so you will put coals of fire on his head,
and the Lordwill give you your reward. 23As the northwind gives birth to rain, so is an
angry face caused by a tongue saying evil secretly. 24 It is better to be living in an angle
of the house-top, thanwith a bitter-tonguedwoman in awide house. 25As coldwater to
a tired soul, so is good news from a far country. 26Like a troubled fountain and a dirty
spring, is an upright manwho has to give way before evil-doers. 27 It is not good to take
much honey: so he who is not looking for honour will be honoured. 28He whose spirit
is uncontrolled is like an unwalled townwhich has been broken into.

26
1Like snow in summer and rain when the grain is being cut, so honour is not natural

for the foolish. 2As the sparrow in her wandering and the swallow in her flight, so the
curse does not come without a cause. 3 A whip for the horse, a mouth-bit for the ass,
and a rod for the back of the foolish. 4Do not give to the foolish man a foolish answer,
or you will be like him. 5Give a foolish man a foolish answer, or he will seem wise to
himself. 6He who sends news by the hand of a foolish man is cutting off his feet and
drinking in damage. 7The legs of one who has no power of walking are hanging loose;
so is a wise saying in the mouth of the foolish. 8Giving honour to a foolish man is like
attempting to keep a stone fixed in a cord. 9Like a thornwhich goes up into the hand of
a man overcome by drink, so is a wise saying in the mouth of a foolish man. 10Like an
archer wounding all who go by, is a foolishman overcome by drink. 11Like a dog going
back to the food which he has not been able to keep down, is the foolish man doing his
foolish acts over again. 12Have you seen amanwho seems to himself to bewise? There
is more hope for the foolish than for him. 13 The hater of work says, There is a lion in
the way; a lion is in the streets. 14A door is turned on its pillar, and the hater of work
on his bed. 15The hater of work puts his hand deep into the basin: lifting it again to his
mouth is a weariness to him. 16 The hater of work seems to himself wiser than seven
menwho are able to give an answerwith good sense. 17Hewho getsmixed up in a fight
which is not his business, is like one who takes a dog by the ears while it is going by.
18 As one who is off his head sends about flaming sticks and arrows of death, 19 So is
the man who gets the better of his neighbour by deceit, and says, Am I not doing so in
sport? 20Without wood, the fire goes out; and where there is no secret talk, argument
is ended. 21 Like breath on coals and wood on fire, so a man given to argument gets a
fight started. 22The words of one who says evil of his neighbour secretly are like sweet
food, they go down into the inner parts of the stomach. 23Smooth lips and an evil heart
are like a vessel of earth platedwith silverwaste. 24With his lips the hatermakes things
seemwhat they are not, but deceit is stored up inside him; 25When he says fair words,
have no belief in him; for in his heart are seven evils: 26Though his hate is coveredwith
deceit, his sin will be seen openly before the meeting of the people. 27He who makes a
hole in the earthwill himself go falling into it: and on himbywhoma stone is rolled the
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stone will come back again. 28A false tongue has hate for those who have clean hearts,
and a smoothmouth is a cause of falling.

27
1Do not make a noise about tomorrow, for you are not certain what a day's outcome

may be. 2Let another man give you praise, and not your mouth; one who is strange to
you, and not your lips. 3A stone has great weight, and sand is crushing; but the wrath
of the foolish is of greater weight than these. 4 Wrath is cruel, and angry feeling an
overflowing stream; but who does not give way before envy? 5 Better is open protest
than love kept secret. 6 The wounds of a friend are given in good faith, but the kisses
of a hater are false. 7 The full man has no use for honey, but to the man in need of
food every bitter thing is sweet. 8 Like a bird wandering from the place of her eggs is
amanwandering fromhis station. 9Oil and perfumemake glad the heart, and thewise
suggestion of a friend is sweet to the soul. 10Donot giveupyour friend andyour father's
friend; and do not go into your brother's house in the day of your trouble: better is a
neighbourwho isnear thanabrother faroff. 11Myson, bewiseandmakemyheart glad,
so that I may give back an answer to himwho puts me to shame. 12The sharpman sees
the evil and takes cover: the simple go straight on and get into trouble. 13Take a man's
clothing ifhemakeshimself responsible fora strangeman, andgetanundertaking from
him who gives his word for strange men. 14He who gives a blessing to his friend with
a loud voice, getting up early in the morning, will have it put to his account as a curse.
15 Like an unending dropping on a day of rain is a bitter-tongued woman. 16He who
keeps secret the secret of his friend,will get himself a name for good faith. 17 Ironmakes
iron sharp; so a man makes sharp his friend. 18Whoever keeps a fig-tree will have its
fruit; and the servant waiting on his master will be honoured. 19 Like face looking at
face in water, so are the hearts of men to one another. 20The underworld and Abaddon
are never full, and the eyes of man have never enough. 21 The heating-pot is for silver
and the oven-fire for gold, and aman is measured by what he is praised for. 22Even if a
foolishman is crushedwith a hammer in a vessel among crushed grain, still his foolish
ways will not go from him. 23Take care to have knowledge about the condition of your
flocks, looking well after your herds; 24 For wealth is not for ever, and money does not
go on for all generations. 25 The grass comes up and the young grass is seen, and the
mountain plants are got in. 26 The lambs are for your clothing, and the he-goats make
thevalueof afield: 27Therewill be goats'milk enough for your food, and for the support
of your servant-girls.

28
1 The evil man goes running away when no man is after him, but the upright are

without fear, like the lion. 2Because of the sin of the land, its troubles are increased; but
byamanofwisdomandknowledge theywill beputout likeafire. 3Amanofwealthwho
is cruel to the poor is like a violent rain causing destruction of food. 4 Those who have
no respect for the law give praise to the evil-doer; but such as keep the law are against
him. 5 Evil men have no knowledge of what is right; but those who go after the Lord
have knowledge of all things. 6Better is the poormanwhoseways are upright, than the
man ofwealthwhoseways are not straight. 7Hewho keeps the law is awise son, but he
who keeps companywith feasters puts shame on his father. 8Hewhomakes his wealth
greater by taking interest, only gets it together for himwhohas pity on the poor. 9As for
the man whose ear is turned away from hearing the law, even his prayer is disgusting.
10Anyone causing the upright to gowandering in an evil way, will himself go down into
the hole he has made; but the upright will have good things for their heritage. 11 The
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man of wealth seems to himself to be wise, but the poor man who has sense has a low
opinion of him. 12When the upright do well, there is great glory; but when evil-doers
are lifted up, men do not let themselves be seen. 13Hewho keeps his sins secret will not
dowell; but onewho is open about them, and gives them up, will get mercy. 14Happy is
theman inwhomis the fearof theLordat all times; buthewhoseheart is hardwill come
into trouble. 15Like a loud-voiced lion and awandering bear, is an evil ruler over a poor
people. 16The prince who has no sense is a cruel ruler; but he who has no desire to get
profit for himselfwill have long life. 17Onewhohas been the cause of aman's deathwill
go in flight to the underworld: let no man give him help. 18He whose ways are upright
will be safe, but sudden will be the fall of himwhose ways are twisted. 19By ploughing
his land amanwill have bread in full measure; but he who goes after good-for-nothing
persons will be poor enough. 20 A man of good faith will have great blessing, but one
attempting to get wealth quickly will not go free from punishment. 21 It is not good to
have respect for aman's position: for amanwill do wrong for a bit of bread. 22Hewho
is ever desiring wealth goes running after money, and does not see that needwill come
onhim. 23Hewhosayswordsof protest to amanwill laterhavemoreapproval thanone
who says smooth words with his tongue. 24Hewho takes from his father or his mother
what is theirs by right, and says, It is no sin; is the same as a taker of life. 25He who is
ever desiring profit is a cause of fighting; but he who puts his faith in the Lord will be
made fat. 26Hewhose faith is in himself is foolish; but everyone walking wisely will be
kept safe. 27He who gives to the poor will never be in need, but great curses will be on
him who gives no attention to them. 28When evil-doers are lifted up, men take cover;
but when destruction overtakes them, the upright are increased.

29
1Aman hating sharpwords andmaking his heart hard, will suddenly be broken and

will not bemadewell again. 2When the upright have power, the people are glad; when
an evilman is ruler, grief comes on the people. 3Amanwho is a lover of wisdom is a joy
to his father: but he who goes in the company of loose women is a waster of wealth. 4A
king, by right rule, makes the land safe; but one full of desiresmakes it awaste. 5Aman
who says smooth things to his neighbour is stretching out a net for his steps. 6 In the
steps of an evil man there is a net for him, but the upright man gets away quickly and
is glad. 7 The upright man gives attention to the cause of the poor: the evil-doer gives
no thought to it. 8Men of pride are the cause of violent acts in a town, but by wise men
wrath is turned away. 9 If a wise man goes to law with a foolish man, he may be angry
or laughing, but there will be no rest. 10Men of blood are haters of the good man, and
evil-doers go after his soul. 11A foolishman lets out all his wrath, but a wiseman keeps
it back quietly. 12 If a ruler gives attention to false words, all his servants are evil-doers.
13 The poor man and his creditor come face to face: the Lord gives light to their eyes
equally. 14The king who is a true judge in the cause of the poor, will be safe for ever on
the seat of his power. 15 The rod and sharp words give wisdom: but a child who is not
guided is a cause of shame to hismother. 16When evil men are in power, wrongdoing is
increased; but theuprightwill havepleasurewhen they see their downfall. 17Give your
son training, and he will give you rest; he will give delight to your soul. 18Where there
is no vision, the people are uncontrolled; but he who keeps the law will be happy. 19A
servant will not be trained by words; for though the sense of the words is clear to him,
he will not give attention. 20Have you seen amanwho is quick with his tongue? There
is more hope for a foolish man than for him. 21 If a servant is gently cared for from his
early years, hewill become a cause of sorrow in the end. 22Anangryman is the cause of
fighting, and aman given towrath doesmuchwrong. 23Aman's pridewill be the cause
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of his fall, but he who has a gentle spirit will get honour. 24Aman who takes part with
a thief has hate for his soul; he is put under oath, but says nothing. 25The fear of man is
a cause of danger: but whoever puts his faith in the Lordwill have a safe place on high.
26The approval of a ruler is desired by great numbers: but the decision in aman's cause
comes from the Lord. 27An evil man is disgusting to the upright, and he who is upright
is disgusting to evil-doers.

30
1 The words of Agur, the son of Jakeh, from Massa. The man says: I am full of

weariness, O God, I am full of weariness; O God, I have come to an end: 2For I ammore
like a beast than any man, I have no power of reasoning like a man: 3 I have not got
wisdom by teaching, so that I might have the knowledge of the Holy One. 4Who has
gone up to heaven and come down? who has taken the winds in his hands, prisoning
the waters in his robe? by whom have all the ends of the earth been fixed? what is his
name, and what is his son's name, if you are able to say? 5Every word of God is tested:
he is a breastplate to those who put their faith in him. 6Make no addition to his words,
or he will make clear your error, and youwill be seen to be false. 7 I havemade request
to you for two things; do not keep them fromme beforemy death: 8Put far fromme all
false and foolish things: do not give me great wealth or let me be in need, but give me
only enough food: 9 For fear that if I am full, I may be false to you and say, Who is the
Lord? or if I am poor, I may become a thief, using the name of my God wrongly. 10Do
not say evil of a servant to his master, or he will put a curse on you, and you will get
into trouble. 11 There is a generation who put a curse on their father, and do not give
a blessing to their mother. 12 There is a generation who seem to themselves to be free
from sin, but are not washed from their unclean ways. 13There is a generation, O how
full of pride are their eyes! O how their brows are lifted up! 14 There is a generation
whose teeth are like swords, their strong teeth like knives, for the destruction of the
poor from the earth, and of those who are in need from amongmen. 15The night-spirit
has two daughters, Give, give. There are three things which are never full, even four
which never say, Enough: 16The underworld, and thewomanwithout a child; the earth
whichnever has enoughwater, and thefirewhichnever says, Enough. 17The eyewhich
makes sport of a father, and sees no value in amotherwhen she is oldwill be rooted out
by the ravens of the valley, and be food for the young eagles. 18There are three things,
thewonderofwhichovercomesme, even four thingsoutsidemyknowledge: 19Theway
of an eagle in the air; the way of a snake on a rock; the way of a ship in the heart of the
sea; and the way of a man with a girl. 20 This is the way of a false wife; she takes food,
and, cleaning her mouth, says, I have done no wrong. 21 For three things the earth is
moved, and there are four which it will not put up with: 22A servant when he becomes
a king; a manwithout sense when his wealth is increased; 23A hated womanwhen she
ismarried; and a servant-girlwho takes the place of hermaster'swife. 24There are four
things which are little on the earth, but they are very wise: 25The ants are a people not
strong, but they put by a store of food in the summer; 26 The conies are only a feeble
people, but they make their houses in the rocks; 27 The locusts have no king, but they
all go out in bands; 28 You may take the lizard in your hands, but it is in kings' houses.
29 There are three things whose steps are good to see, even four whose goings are fair:
30 The lion, which is strongest among beasts, not turning from his way for any; 31 The
war-horse, and the he-goat, and the kingwhenhis army iswith him. 32 If you have done
foolishly in lifting yourself up, or if you have had evil designs, put your hand over your
mouth. 33 The shaking of milk makes butter, and the twisting of the nose makes blood
come: so the forcing of wrath is a cause of fighting.
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31
1 The words of Lemuel, king of Massa: the teaching which he had from his mother.

2What am I to say to you, O Lemuel, my oldest son? and what, O son of my body? and
what, O son of my oaths? 3Do not give your strength to women, or your ways to that
which is the destruction of kings. 4 It is not for kings, O Lemuel, it is not for kings to
take wine, or for rulers to say, Where is strong drink? 5 For fear that through drinking
they may come to have no respect for the law, wrongly judging the cause of those who
are in trouble. 6Give strong drink to him who is near to destruction, and wine to him
whose soul is bitter: 7Let him have drink, and his need will go from his mind, and the
memory of his trouble will be gone. 8 Let your mouth be open for those who have no
voice, in the cause of those who are ready for death. 9Let your mouth be open, judging
rightly, and give right decisions in the cause of the poor and those in need. 10Whomay
make discovery of a woman of virtue? For her price is much higher than jewels. 11The
heart of her husbandhas faith in her, andhewill have profit in fullmeasure. 12She does
him good and not evil all the days of her life. 13 She gets wool and linen, working at the
business of her hands. 14She is like the trading-ships, getting food from far away. 15She
gets upwhile it is still night, and givesmeat to her family, and their food to her servant-
girls. 16After looking at a field with care, she gets it for a price, planting a vine-garden
with the profit of her work. 17 She puts a band of strength round her, and makes her
arms strong. 18 She sees that her marketing is of profit to her: her light does not go out
by night. 19She puts her hands to the cloth-working rod, and her fingers take thewheel.
20Her hands are stretched out to the poor; yes, she is open-handed to those who are in
need. 21She has no fear of the snow for her family, for all those in her house are clothed
in red. 22 She makes for herself cushions of needlework; her clothing is fair linen and
purple. 23Herhusband isamanofnote in thepublicplace,whenhe takeshis seatamong
the responsiblemen of the land. 24Shemakes linen robes and gets a price for them, and
traders take her cloth bands for a price. 25 Strength and self-respect are her clothing;
she is facing the future with a smile. 26Her mouth is open to give out wisdom, and the
law of mercy is on her tongue. 27 She gives attention to the ways of her family, she does
not take her food without working for it. 28Her children get up and give her honour,
and her husband gives her praise, saying, 29Unnumbered women have done well, but
you are better than all of them. 30 Fair looks are a deceit, and a beautiful form is of no
value; but a woman who has the fear of the Lord is to be praised. 31Give her credit for
what her hands havemade: let her be praised by her works in the public place.
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Ecclesiastes
or, The Preacher

1Thewords of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem. 2All is to no purpose,
said the Preacher, all the ways ofman are to no purpose. 3What is aman profited by all
his work which he does under the sun? 4One generation goes and another comes; but
the earth is for ever. 5The sun comes up and the sun goes down, and goes quickly back
to the place where he came up. 6The wind goes to the south, turning back again to the
north; circling round for ever. 7All the rivers go down to the sea, but the sea is not full;
to the place where the rivers go, there they go again. 8All things are full of weariness;
man may not give their story: the eye has never enough of its seeing, or the ear of its
hearing. 9That which has been, is that which is to be, and that which has been done, is
that whichwill be done, and there is no new thing under the sun. 10 Is there anything of
whichmensay, See, this is new? It hasbeen in theold timewhichwasbeforeus. 11There
is nomemory of thosewho have gone before, and of thosewho come after therewill be
no memory for those who are still to come after them. 12 I, the Preacher, was king over
Israel in Jerusalem. 13And I gavemy heart to searching out in wisdom all things which
aredoneunderheaven: it is ahard thingwhichGodhasput on the sons ofmen todo. 14 I
have seen all the works which are done under the sun; all is to no purpose, and desire
for wind. 15 That which is bent may not be made straight, and that which is not there
may not be numbered. 16 I said tomy heart, See, I have become great and am increased
in wisdom more than any who were before me in Jerusalem — yes, my heart has seen
muchwisdom and knowledge. 17And I gavemy heart to getting knowledge of wisdom,
and of the ways of the foolish. And I saw that this againwas desire for wind. 18Because
inmuchwisdom is much grief, and increase of knowledge is increase of sorrow.

2
1 I said in my heart, I will give you joy for a test; so take your pleasure — but it was

to no purpose. 2Of laughing I said, It is foolish; and of joy —What use is it? 3 I made a
searchwithmy heart to give pleasure tomy fleshwithwine, still guidingmy heart with
wisdom, and to go after foolish things, so that I might see what was good for the sons of
men todounder theheavensall thedaysof their life. 4 I undertookgreatworks, building
myself houses and planting vine-gardens. 5 I made myself gardens and fruit gardens,
planting in them fruit-trees of all sorts. 6 I made pools to give water for the woods with
their young trees. 7 I gotmen-servants andwomen-servants, and they gavebirth to sons
and daughters in my house. I had great wealth of herds and flocks, more than all who
were in Jerusalembeforeme. 8 I got together silver and gold and thewealth of kings and
of countries. I got makers of song, male and female; and the delights of the sons of men
— girls of all sorts to be my brides. 9And I became great; increasing more than all who
had been before me in Jerusalem, and my wisdom was still with me. 10 And nothing
which was desired by my eyes did I keep from them; I did not keep any joy from my
heart, becausemy heart took pleasure in all mywork, and this wasmy reward. 11Then
I saw all the works which my hands had made, and everything I had been working to
do; and I saw that all was to no purpose and desire for wind, and there was no profit
under the sun. 12And I went again in search of wisdom and of foolish ways. What may
the man do who comes after the king? The thing which he has done before. 13 Then I
saw that wisdom is better than foolishways— as the light is better than the dark. 14The
wise man's eyes are in his head, but the foolish man goes walking in the dark; but still
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I saw that the same event comes to them all. 15 Then said I in my heart: As it comes to
the foolish man, so will it come to me; so why have I been wise overmuch? Then I said
inmy heart: This again is to no purpose. 16Of thewiseman, as of the foolishman, there
is no memory for ever, seeing that those who now are will have gone frommemory in
the days to come. See how death comes to the wise as to the foolish! 17 So I was hating
life, because everything under the sunwas evil tome: all is to no purpose and desire for
wind. 18Hate had I for allmyworkwhich I had done, because themanwho comes after
mewill have its fruits. 19Andwho is to say if thatmanwill bewise or foolish? But hewill
have power over all my work which I have done and in which I have been wise under
the sun. Thisagain is tonopurpose. 20Somymindwas turned togrief forall the trouble I
had taken and all mywisdom under the sun. 21Because there is amanwhosework has
been done with wisdom, with knowledge, and with an expert hand; but one who has
done nothing for it will have it for his heritage. This again is to no purpose and a great
evil. 22What does a man get for all his work, and for the weight of care with which he
has done hiswork under the sun? 23All his days are sorrow, and hiswork is full of grief.
Even in the night his heart has no rest. This again is to no purpose. 24There is nothing
better for aman than takingmeat and drink, and having delight in hiswork. This again
I saw was from the hand of God. 25Whomay take food or have pleasure without him?
26To the man with whom he is pleased, God gives wisdom and knowledge and joy; but
to the sinner he gives the work of getting goods together and storing up wealth, to give
to him in whomGod has pleasure. This again is to no purpose and desire for wind.

3
1 For everything there is a fixed time, and a time for every business under the sun.

2A time for birth and a time for death; a time for planting and a time for uprooting; 3A
time to put to death and a time to make well; a time for pulling down and a time for
building up; 4A time for weeping and a time for laughing; a time for sorrow and a time
for dancing; 5A time to take stones away and a time to get stones together; a time for
kissing and a time to keep from kissing; 6A time for search and a time for loss; a time to
keep and a time to give away; 7A time for undoing and a time for stitching; a time for
keepingquiet anda time for talk; 8A time for love anda time forhate; a time forwar and
a time for peace. 9What profit has the worker in the work which he does? 10 I saw the
workwhichGodhas put on the sons ofman. 11Hehasmade everything right in its time;
but he hasmade their heartswithout knowledge, so thatman is unable to see theworks
of God, from the first to the last. 12 I am certain that there is nothing better for a man
than to be glad, and to do goodwhile life is in him. 13And for everyman to take food and
drink, and have joy in all his work, is a reward from God. 14 I am certain that whatever
God does will be for ever. No addition may be made to it, nothing may be taken from
it; and God has done it so that manmay be in fear before him. 15Whatever is has been
before, and what is to be is now; because God makes search for the things which are
past. 16And again, I saw under the sun, in the place of the judges, that evil was there;
and in the place of righteousness, that evil was there. 17 I said in my heart, God will be
judge of the good and of the bad; because a time for every purpose and for every work
has been fixed by him. 18 I said inmy heart, It is because of the sons of men, so that God
may put them to the test and that theymay see themselves as beasts. 19Because the fate
of the sons of men and the fate of the beasts is the same. As is the death of one so is the
death of the other, and all have one spirit. Man is not higher than the beasts; because all
is to no purpose. 20All go to one place, all are of the dust, and all will be turned to dust
again. 21Who is certain that the spirit of the sons of men goes up to heaven, or that the
spirit of the beasts goes down to the earth? 22 So I saw that there is nothing better than
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for a man to have joy in his work — because that is his reward. Who will make him see
what will come after him?

4
1 And again I saw all the cruel things which are done under the sun; there was the

weeping of those who have evil done to them, and they had no comforter: and from
the hands of the evil-doers there went out power, but they had no comforter. 2 So my
praise was for the deadwho have gone to their death, more than for the livingwho still
have life. 3 Yes, happier than the dead or the living seemed he who has not ever been,
who has not seen the evil which is done under the sun. 4And I saw that the cause of all
the work and of everything which is done well was man's envy of his neighbour. This
again is to no purpose and a desire for wind. 5The foolishman, folding his hands, takes
the flesh of his body for food. 6 One hand full of rest is better than two hands full of
trouble and desire for wind. 7 Then I came back, and I saw an example of what is to
no purpose under the sun. 8 It is one who is by himself, without a second, and without
son or brother; but there is no end to all his work, and he has never enough of wealth.
For whom, then, am I working and keeping myself from pleasure? This again is to no
purpose, and a bitterwork. 9Two are better than one, because they have a good reward
for their work. 10And if one has a fall, the other will give him a hand; but unhappy is
the man who is by himself, because he has no helper. 11 So again, if two are sleeping
together they are warm, but howmay one bewarm by himself? 12And two attacked by
one would be safe, and three cords twisted together are not quickly broken. 13A young
man who is poor and wise is better than a king who is old and foolish and will not be
guided by the wisdom of others. 14Because out of a prison the young man comes to be
king, though by birth he was only a poor man in the kingdom. 15 I saw all the living
under the sun round the young man who was to be ruler in place of the king. 16 There
was no end of all the people, of all those whose head he was, but they who come later
will have no delight in him. This again is to no purpose and desire for wind.

5
1Put your feet downwith care when you go to the house of God, for it is better to give

ear than to make the burned offerings of the foolish, whose knowledge is only of doing
evil. 2Be not unwise with your mouth, and let not your heart be quick to say anything
beforeGod, becauseGod is inheavenandyouareon the earth— so let not thenumberof
your words be great. 3As a dream comes frommuch business, so the voice of a foolish
man comes with words in great number. 4When you take an oath before God, put it
quickly into effect, because he has no pleasure in the foolish; keep the oath you have
taken. 5 It is better not to take an oath than to take an oath and not keep it. 6Let not your
mouthmakeyourfleshdoevil. And saynot before the angel, Itwas anerror. So thatGod
may not be angrywith yourwords and put an end to thework of your hands. 7Because
much talk comes fromdreamsand thingsofnopurpose. But let the fearofGodbe inyou.
8 If you see the poor under a cruel yoke, and law and right being violently overturned
in a country, be not surprised, because one authority is keeping watch on another and
there are higher than they. 9 It is good generally for a countrywhere the land is worked
to have a king. 10He who has a love for silver never has enough silver, or he who has
love forwealth, enoughprofit. This again is tonopurpose. 11Whengoodsare increased,
the number of those who take of them is increased; and what profit has the owner but
to see them? 12The sleep of a workingman is sweet, if he has little food ormuch; but to
himwho is full, sleepwill not come. 13There is a great evil which I have seen under the
sun —wealth kept by the owner to be his downfall. 14And I saw the destruction of his
wealth by an evil chance; andwhen he became the father of a son he had nothing in his
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hand. 15As he came fromhismother at birth, so does he go again; he gets fromhiswork
no reward which hemay take away in his hand. 16And this again is a great evil, that in
all points as he came sowill he go; andwhat profit has he inworking for thewind? 17All
his days are in the dark, and he has much sorrow, pain, disease, and trouble. 18 This is
what I have seen: it is good and fair for aman to takemeat and drink and to have joy in
all his work under the sun, all the days of his life which God has given him; that is his
reward. 19Everyman towhomGodhas givenmoney andwealth and the power to have
pleasure in it and to do his part and have joy in his work: this is given by God. 20Hewill
not givemuch thought to the days of his life; because God lets him be taken upwith the
joy of his heart.

6
1 There is an evil which I have seen under the sun, and it is hard on men; 2A man to

whom God gives money, wealth, and honour so that he has all his desires but God does
not give him the power to have joy of it, and a strangeman takes it. This is to no purpose
and an evil disease. 3 If a man has a hundred children, and his life is long so that the
days of his years are great in number, but his soul takes no pleasure in good, and he is
not honoured at his death; I say that a birth before its time is better than he. 4 Inwind it
came and to the dark it will go, and with the dark will its name be covered. 5Yes, it saw
not the sun, and it had no knowledge; it is better with this than with the other. 6 And
though he goes on living a thousand years twice over and does not see good, are not the
two going to the same place? 7All the work of man is for his mouth, and still he has a
desire for food. 8What have thewisemore than the foolish? andwhat has the poorman
by walking wisely before the living? 9What the eyes see is better than the wandering
of desire. This is to no purpose and a desire for wind. 10That which is, has been named
before, and of what man is there is knowledge. He has no power against one stronger
than he. 11 There are words without number for increasing what is to no purpose, but
what is man profited by them? 12Who is able to say what is good for man in life all the
days of his foolish life which he goes through like a shade? who will say what is to be
after him under the sun?

7
1 A good name is better than oil of great price, and the day of death than the day of

birth. 2 It is better to go to the house of weeping, than to go to the house of feasting;
because that is the end of everyman, and the living will take it to their hearts. 3Sorrow
is better than joy; when the face is sad the mind gets better. 4 The hearts of the wise
are in the house of weeping; but the hearts of the foolish are in the house of joy. 5 It is
better to take note of the protest of the wise, than for a man to give ear to the song of
the foolish. 6 Like the cracking of thorns under a pot, so is the laugh of a foolish man;
and this again is to no purpose. 7 The wise are troubled by the ways of the cruel, and
the giving ofmoney is the destruction of the heart. 8The end of a thing is better than its
start, and a gentle spirit is better than pride. 9Be not quick to let your spirit be angry;
because wrath is in the heart of the foolish. 10 Say not, Why were the days which have
gonebybetter than these? Suchaquestion comesnot fromwisdom. 11Wisdomtogether
with a heritage is good, and a profit to those who see the sun. 12Wisdom keeps a man
from danger even as money does; but the value of knowledge is that wisdom gives life
to its owner. 13Give thought to the work of God. Who will make straight what he has
made bent? 14 In the day of wealth have joy, but in the day of evil take thought: God has
put the one against the other, so that man may not be certain what will be after him.
15 These two have I seen in my life which is to no purpose: a good man coming to his
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end in his righteousness, and an evil man whose days are long in his evil-doing. 16 Be
not given overmuch to righteousness and be not over-wise. Why let destruction come
on you? 17Be not evil overmuch, and be not foolish. Why come to your end before your
time? 18 It is good to take this in your hand and not to keep your hand from that; hewho
has the fear of God will be free of the two. 19Wisdommakes a wise man stronger than
ten rulers in a town. 20There is nomanonearth of such righteousness that hedoes good
and is free from sin all his days. 21Do not give ear to all the words which men say, for
fear of hearing the curses of your servant. 22Your heart has knowledge how frequently
others have been cursed by you. 23All this I have put to the test by wisdom; I said, I will
be wise, but it was far from me. 24 Far off is true existence, and very deep; who may
have knowledge of it? 25 I gavemymind to knowledge and to searching forwisdomand
the reason of things, and to the discovery that sin is foolish, and that to be foolish is to
be without one's senses. 26And I saw a thing more bitter than death, even the woman
whoseheart is full of tricks andnets, andwhosehands are as bands. HewithwhomGod
is pleased will get free from her, but the sinner will be taken by her. 27Look! this I have
seen, said the Preacher, taking one thing after another to get the true account, 28 For
which my soul is still searching, but I have it not; one man among a thousand have I
seen; but a woman among all these I have not seen. 29 This only have I seen, that God
mademen upright, but they have been searching out all sorts of inventions.

8
1Who is like the wise man? and to whom is the sense of anything clear? A man's

wisdommakes his face shining, and his hard face will be changed. 2 I say to you, Keep
the king's law, from respect for the oath of God. 3Be not quick to go frombefore him. Be
not fixed in an evil design, because he does whatever is pleasing to him. 4The word of
a king has authority; and who may say to him, What is this you are doing? 5Whoever
keeps the lawwill come to no evil: and awiseman's heart has knowledge of time and of
decision. 6For every purpose there is a time and a decision, because the sorrow ofman
is great in him. 7No one is certain what is to be, and who is able to say to him when it
will be? 8Nomanhas authority over thewind, to keep thewind; or is ruler over the day
of his death. In war no man's time is free, and evil will not keep the sinner safe. 9All
this have I seen, and have given my heart to all the work which is done under the sun:
there is a timewhenmanhas power overman for his destruction. 10And then I sawevil
men put to rest, taken even from the holy place; and theywent about andwere praised
in the town because of what they had done. This again is to no purpose. 11 Because
punishment for an evil work comes not quickly, the minds of the sons of men are fully
given to doing evil. 12 Though a sinner does evil a hundred times and his life is long, I
am certain that it will bewell for thosewho go in fear of God and are in fear before him.
13 But it will not be well for the evil-doer; he will not make his days long like a shade,
because he has no fear before God. 14 There is a thing which is to no purpose done on
the earth: that there are goodmen towhom is given the samepunishment as thosewho
are evil, and there are evil men who get the reward of the good. I say that this again
is to no purpose. 15 So I gave praise to joy, because there is nothing better for a man to
do under the sun than to take meat and drink and be happy; for that will be with him
in his work all the days of his life which God gives him under the sun. 16When I gave
my mind to the knowledge of wisdom and to seeing the business which is done on the
earth (and there are thosewhose eyes see not sleep by day or by night), 17Then I saw all
thework of God, and thatmanmay not get knowledge of theworkwhich is done under
the sun; because, if aman gives hardwork to the search hewill not get knowledge, and
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even if thewiseman seems to be coming to the end of his search, still hewill bewithout
knowledge.

9
1 All this I took to heart, and my heart saw it all: that the upright and the wise and

theirworks are in the hand of God; andmenmay not be certain if it will be love or hate;
all is to no purpose before them. 2Because to all there is one event, to the upright man
and to the evil, to the clean and to the unclean, to him who makes an offering and to
himwhomakes no offering; as is the good so is the sinner; hewho takes an oath is as he
who has fear of it. 3 This is evil in all things which are done under the sun: that there
is one fate for all, and the hearts of the sons of men are full of evil; while they have life
their hearts are foolish, and after that — to the dead. 4 For him who is joined to all the
living there is hope; a livingdog is better thanadead lion. 5The living are conscious that
deathwill come to them, but the dead are not conscious of anything, and they no longer
have a reward, because there is no memory of them. 6 Their love and their hate and
their envy are now ended; and they have no longer a part for ever in anything which is
done under the sun. 7Come, take your bread with joy, and your wine with a glad heart.
God has taken pleasure in your works. 8Let your clothing be white at all times, and let
not your head be without oil. 9Have joy with the woman of your love all the days of
your foolish life which he gives you under the sun. Because that is your part in life and
in your work which you do under the sun. 10Whatever comes to your hand to do with
all your power, do it because there is no work, or thought, or knowledge, or wisdom
in the place of the dead to which you are going. 11And again I saw under the sun that
the reward goes not to him who is quick, or the fruits of war to the strong; and there
is no bread for the wise, or wealth for men of learning, or respect for those who have
knowledge; but time and chance come to all. 12Evenmanhas no knowledge of his time;
like fishes taken in an evil net, or like birds taken by deceit, are the sons of men taken
in an evil time when it comes suddenly on them. 13 This again I have seen under the
sun as wisdom and it seemed great to me. 14 There was a little town and the number
of its men was small, and there came a great king against it and made an attack on it,
building works of war round about it. 15Now there was in the town a poor, wise man,
andhe, byhiswisdom, kept the townsafe. Butnoonehadanymemoryof that samepoor
man. 16 Then I said, Wisdom is better than strength, but the poor man's wisdom is not
respected, and his words are not given a hearing. 17The words of the wise which come
quietly to the ear are noted more than the cry of a ruler among the foolish. 18Wisdom
is better than instruments of war, but one sinner is the destruction of much good.

10
1Dead flies make the oil of the perfumer give out an evil smell; more valued is a little

wisdom than the great glory of the foolish. 2The heart of the wiseman goes in the right
direction; but the heart of a foolish man in the wrong. 3And when the foolish man is
walking in the way, he has no sense and lets everyone see that he is foolish. 4 If the
wrath of the ruler is against you, keep in your place; in himwho keeps quiet even great
sinsmay be overlooked. 5There is an evil which I have seen under the sun, like an error
which comes by chance froma ruler: 6The foolish are placed in high positions, butmen
ofwealth are kept low. 7 I have seen servants onhorses, and rulerswalking on the earth
as servants. 8He who makes a hole for others will himself go into it, and for him who
makes a hole through a wall the bite of a snake will be a punishment. 9He who gets
out stones from the earth will be damaged by them, and in the cutting of wood there
is danger. 10 If the iron has no edge, and he does not make it sharp, then he has to put
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outmore strength; butwisdommakes things gowell. 11 If a snake gives a bite before the
wordof power is said, then there is no longer anyuse in thewordof power. 12Thewords
of a wise man's mouth are sweet to all, but the lips of a foolish man are his destruction.
13 The first words of his mouth are foolish, and the end of his talk is evil crime. 14 The
foolish are full of words; man has no knowledge of what will be; and who is able to say
what will be after him? 15 The work of the foolish will be a weariness to him, because
he has no knowledge of the way to the town. 16 Unhappy is the land whose king is a
boy, and whose rulers are feasting in the morning. 17Happy is the land whose ruler
is of noble birth, and whose chiefs take food at the right time, for strength and not for
feasting. 18When no work is done the roof goes in, and when the hands do nothing
water comes into the house. 19A feast is for laughing, and wine makes glad the heart;
but by the one and the other money is wasted. 20 Say not a curse against the king, even
in your thoughts; and even secretly say not a curse against the man of wealth; because
a bird of the air will take the voice, and that which has wings will give news of it.

11
1Put out your bread on the face of thewaters; for after a long time itwill comeback to

you again. 2Give a part to seven or even to eight, because you have no knowledge of the
evil which will be on the earth. 3 If the clouds are full of rain, they send it down on the
earth; and if a tree comes down to the south, or the north, in whatever place it comes
down, there it will be. 4He who is watching the wind will not get the seed planted, and
he who is looking at the clouds will not get in the grain. 5As you have no knowledge of
the way of the wind, or of the growth of the bones in the body of her who is with child,
even so you have no knowledge of theworks of Godwho hasmade all. 6 In themorning
put your seed into the earth, and till the evening let not your hand be at rest; because
you are not certain which will do well, this or that — or if the two will be equally good.
7Truly the light is sweet, and it is good for the eyes to see the sun. 8But even if a man's
life is long and he has joy in all his years, let him keep in mind the dark days, because
theywill be great in number. Whatevermay come is to no purpose. 9Have joy, O young
man, while you are young; and let your heart be glad in the days of your strength, and
go in the ways of your heart, and in the desire of your eyes; but be certain that for all
these things Godwill be your judge. 10So put away trouble fromyour heart, and sorrow
from your flesh; because the early years and the best years are to no purpose.

12
1 Let your mind be turned to your Maker in the days of your strength, while the evil

days comenot, and theyears are far awaywhenyouwill say, I havenopleasure in them;
2While the sun, or the light, or themoon, or the stars, are not dark, and the clouds come
not back after the rain; 3 In the day when the keepers of the house are shaking for fear,
and the strongmen are bent down, and the womenwhowere crushing the grain are at
rest because their number is small, and those looking out of the windows are unable to
see; 4When thedoors are shut in the street, and the soundof the crushing is low, and the
voice of the bird is soft, and the daughters ofmusic will bemade low; 5And he is in fear
of that which is high, and danger is in the road, and the tree is white with flower, and
the least thing is a weight, and desire is at an end, because man goes to his last resting-
place, and thosewhoare sorrowing are in the streets; 6Before ever the silver cord is cut,
or the vessel of gold is broken, or the pot is broken at the fountain, or the wheel broken
at thewater-hole; 7And the dust goes back to the earth as itwas, and the spirit goes back
to Godwho gave it. 8All things are to no purpose, says the Preacher, all is to no purpose.
9And because the Preacherwaswise he still gave the people knowledge; searching out,
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testing, and putting in order a great number of wise sayings. 10 The Preacher made
search for words which were pleasing, but his writing was in words upright and true.
11 The words of the wise are pointed, and sayings grouped together are like nails fixed
with a hammer; they are given by one guide. 12And further, my son, take note of this:
of the making of books there is no end, and much learning is a weariness to the flesh.
13This is the last word. All has been said. Have fear of God and keep his laws; because
this is right for every man. 14God will be judge of every work, with every secret thing,
good or evil.
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The Song of Solomon

1 The song of Songs, which is Solomon's. 2 Let him give me the kisses of his mouth:
for his love is better than wine. 3 Sweet is the smell of your perfumes; your name is
as perfume running out; so the young girls give you their love. 4 Take me to you, and
we will go after you: the king has taken me into his house. We will be glad and full of
joy in you, we will give more thought to your love than to wine: rightly are they your
lovers. 5 I am dark, but fair of form, O daughters of Jerusalem, as the tents of Kedar, as
thecurtainsofSolomon. 6Letnotyoureyesbe turnedonme, because Iamdark, because
I was looked on by the sun; my mother's children were angry with me; they made me
the keeper of the vine-gardens; but my vine-garden I have not kept. 7 Say, O love of my
soul, where you give food to your flock, andwhere youmake them take their rest in the
heat of the day; why have I to be as onewandering by the flocks of your friends? 8 If you
have not knowledge, O most beautiful among women, go on your way in the footsteps
of the flock, and give your young goats food by the tents of the keepers. 9 I havemade a
comparison of you, Omy love, to a horse in Pharaoh's carriages. 10Your face is a delight
with rings of hair, your neck with chains of jewels. 11We will make you chains of gold
with ornaments of silver. 12While the king is seated at his table, my spices send out
their perfume. 13 As a bag of myrrh is my well-loved one to me, when he is at rest all
night between my breasts. 14My love is to me as a branch of the cypress-tree in the
vine-gardens of En-gedi. 15See, you are fair, my love, you are fair; you have the eyes of a
dove. 16 See, you are fair, my loved one, and a pleasure; our bed is green. 17Cedar-trees
are the pillars of our house; and our boards are made of fir-trees.

2
1 I am a rose of Sharon, a flower of the valleys. 2As the lily-flower among the thorns

of the waste, so is my love among the daughters. 3 As the apple-tree among the trees
of the wood, so is my loved one among the sons. I took my rest under his shade with
great delight, and his fruit was sweet tomy taste. 4He tookme to the house ofwine, and
his flag over mewas love. 5Makeme strong with wine-cakes, let me be comforted with
apples; I am overcomewith love. 6His left hand is undermy head, and his right hand is
round aboutme. 7 I say to you, O daughters of Jerusalem, by the roes of the field, do not
let love be moved till it is ready. 8The voice of my loved one! See, he comes dancing on
themountains, stepping quickly on the hills. 9My loved one is like a roe; see, he is on the
other side of our wall, he is looking in at the windows, letting himself be seen through
the spaces. 10My loved one said to me, Get up, my love, my fair one, and come away.
11 For, see, the winter is past, the rain is over and gone; 12 The flowers are come on the
earth; the time of cutting the vines is come, and the voice of the dove is sounding in our
land; 13The fig-tree puts out her green fruit and the vines with their young fruit give a
good smell. Get up from your bed, my beautiful one, and come away. 14Omy dove, you
are in theholes of themountain sides, in the cracks of thehighhills; letme see your face,
let your voice come to my ears; for sweet is your voice, and your face is fair. 15Take for
us the foxes, the little foxes,whichdodamage to the vines; our vines have young grapes.
16My loved one is mine, and I am his: he takes his food among the flowers. 17 Till the
evening comes, and the sky slowly becomes dark, come,my loved one, and be like a roe
on themountains of Bether.
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3
1By night on my bed I was looking for him who is the love of my soul: I was looking

for him, but I did not see him. 2 I will get up now and go about the town, in the streets
and in the wide ways I will go after him who is the love of my soul: I went after him,
but I did not see him. 3 The watchmen who go about the town came by me; to them I
said, Have you seen him who is my heart's desire? 4 I was but a little way from them,
when I came face to face with him who is the love of my soul. I took him by the hands,
and did not let him go, till I had taken him intomymother's house, and into the room of
her who gaveme birth. 5 I say to you, O daughters of Jerusalem, by the roes of the field,
let not love be moved till it is ready. 6Who is this coming out of the waste places like
pillars of smoke, perfumed with sweet spices, with all the spices of the trader? 7 See, it
is the bed of Solomon; sixty men of war are about it, of the army of Israel, 8All of them
armedwith swords, trained inwar; everymanhas his sword at his side, because of fear
in the night. 9King Solomon made himself a bed of the wood of Lebanon. 10He made
its pillars of silver, its base of gold, its seat of purple, themiddle of it of ebony. 11Go out,
O daughters of Jerusalem, and see King Solomon, with the crownwhich hismother put
on his head on the day when he wasmarried, and on the day of the joy of his heart.

4
1 See, you are fair, my love, you are fair; you have the eyes of a dove; your hair is as

a flock of goats, which take their rest on the side of Gilead. 2 Your teeth are like a flock
of sheepwhosewool is newly cut, which come up from thewashing; every one has two
lambs, and there is not one without young. 3Your red lips are like a bright thread, and
yourmouth is fair of form; the sides of your head are like pomegranate fruit under your
veil. 4 Your neck is like the tower of David made for a store-house of arms, in which a
thousand breastplates are hanging, breastplates for fighting-men. 5 Your two breasts
are like two young roes of the same birth, which take their food among the lilies. 6 Till
the evening comes, and the sky slowlybecomesdark, Iwill go to themountain ofmyrrh,
and to thehill of frankincense. 7Youareall fair,my love; there isnomarkonyou. 8Come
with me from Lebanon, my bride, with me from Lebanon; see from the top of Amana,
from the top of Senir and Hermon, from the places of the lions, from the mountains of
the leopards. 9Youhave taken awaymyheart,my sister,mybride; youhave taken away
my heart, with one look you have taken it, with one chain of your neck! 10How fair is
your love, my sister! How much better is your love than wine, and the smell of your
oils than any perfume! 11Your lips are dropping honey; honey andmilk are under your
tongue; and the smell of your clothing is like the smell of Lebanon. 12Agardenwalled-in
ismy sister, my bride; a garden shut up, a spring ofwater stopped. 13The produce of the
garden is pomegranates; with all the best fruits, henna and spikenard, 14Spikenard and
safron; calamus and cinnamon,with all trees of frankincense;myrrh and aloes, with all
the chief spices. 15You are a fountain of gardens, a spring of living waters, and flowing
waters from Lebanon. 16 Be awake, O north wind; and come, O south, blowing on my
garden, so that its spicesmay comeout. Letmy lovedone come intohis garden, and take
of his good fruits.

5
1 I have come into my garden, my sister, my bride; to take my myrrh with my spice;

mywaxwithmy honey;mywinewithmymilk. Takemeat, O friends; takewine, yes, be
overcome with love. 2 I am sleeping, but my heart is awake; it is the sound of my loved
one at the door, saying, Be open to me, my sister, my love, my dove, my very beautiful
one; my head is wet with dew, and my hair with the drops of the night. 3 I have put
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off my coat; howmay I put it on? My feet are washed; howmay I make them unclean?
4My loved one put his hand on the door, and my heart was moved for him. 5 I got up
to let my loved one in; and my hands were dropping with myrrh, and my fingers with
liquid myrrh, on the lock of the door. 6 I made the door open to my loved one; but my
loved one had taken himself away, and was gone, my soul was feeble when his back
was turned on me; I went after him, but I did not come near him; I said his name, but
he gave me no answer. 7 The keepers who go about the town overtook me; they gave
me blows and wounds; the keepers of the walls took away my veil from me. 8 I say to
you, O daughters of Jerusalem, if you see my loved one, what will you say to him? That
I am overcomewith love. 9What is your loved onemore than another, O fairest among
women? What is your loved onemore than another, that you say this to us? 10My loved
one is white and red, the chief among ten thousand. 11His head is as the most delicate
gold; his hair is thick, and black as a raven. 12His eyes are as the eyes of doves by the
water streams, washed with milk, and rightly placed. 13His face is as beds of spices,
giving out perfumes of every sort; his lips like lilies, dropping liquidmyrrh. 14His hands
are as rings of gold ornamentedwith beryl-stones; his body is as a smooth plate of ivory
covered with sapphires. 15His legs are as pillars of stone on a base of delicate gold; his
looks are as Lebanon, beautiful as the cedar-tree. 16His mouth is most sweet; yes, he is
all beautiful. This is my loved one, and this is my friend, O daughters of Jerusalem.

6
1Where is your loved one gone, Omost fair amongwomen? Where is your loved one

turned away, that we may go looking for him with you? 2My loved one is gone down
into his garden, to the beds of spices, to take food in the gardens, and to get lilies. 3 I am
for my loved one, and my loved one is for me; he takes food among the lilies. 4You are
beautiful, O my love, as Tirzah, as fair as Jerusalem; you are to be feared like an army
with flags. 5Let your eyes be turned away fromme; see, they have overcomeme; your
hair is as a flock of goats which take their rest on the side of Gilead. 6Your teeth are like
a flock of sheep which come up from the washing; every one has two lambs, and there
is not one without young. 7 Like pomegranate fruit are the sides of your head under
your veil. 8 There are sixty queens, and eighty servant-wives, and young girls without
number. 9My dove, my very beautiful one, is but one; she is the only one of hermother,
she is the dearest one of her who gave her birth. The daughters saw her, and gave her
a blessing; yes, the queens and the servant-wives, and they gave her praises. 10Who is
she, looking down as the morning light, fair as the moon, clear as the sun, who is to be
feared like an army with flags? 11 I went down into the garden of nuts to see the green
plants of the valley, and to see if the vinewas in bud, and the pomegranate-treeswere in
flower. 12Before I was conscious of it, ... 13Come back, come back, O Shulammite; come
back, come back, so that our eyesmay see you. What will you see in the Shulammite? A
sword-dance.

7
1Howbeautiful are your feet in their shoes, Oking's daughter! The curves of your legs

are like jewels, the work of the hands of a good workman: 2 Your stomach is a store of
grain with lilies round it, and in themiddle a round cup full of wine. 3Your two breasts
are like two young roes of the same birth. 4Your neck is as a tower of ivory; your eyes
like thewaters inHeshbon, by thedoorwayof Bath-rabbim; yournose is as the tower on
Lebanon looking over Damascus: 5Your head is like Carmel, and the hair of your head
is like purple, inwhose net the king is prisoner. 6Howbeautiful and how sweet you are,
O love, for delight. 7 You are tall like a palm-tree, and your breasts are like the fruit of



Song of Solomon 7:8 605 Song of Solomon 8:14

the vine. 8 I said, Let me go up the palm-tree, and let me take its branches in my hands:
your breasts will be as the fruit of the vine, and the smell of your breath like apples;
9And the roof of your mouth like good wine flowing down smoothly for my loved one,
moving gently over my lips andmy teeth. 10 I am for my loved one, and his desire is for
me. 11Come,my loved one, let us go out into thefield; let us take rest among the cypress-
trees. 12 Let us go out early to the vine-gardens; let us see if the vine is in bud, if it has
put out its young fruit, and the pomegranate is in flower. There I will give youmy love.
13 The mandrakes give out a sweet smell, and at our doors are all sorts of good fruits,
new and old, which I have kept for my loved one.

8
1 Oh that you were my brother, who took milk from my mother's breasts! When I

came to you in the street, I would give you kisses; yes, I would not be looked down on.
2 I would take you by the hand into mymother's house, and she would be my teacher. I
would give youdrink of spicedwine, drink of the pomegranate. 3His left handwould be
under my head, and his right hand about me. 4 I say to you, O daughters of Jerusalem,
do not let love be moved till it is ready. 5Who is this, who comes up from the waste
places, resting on her loved one? It was I who made you awake under the apple-tree,
where your mother gave you birth; there she was in pain at your birth. 6 Put me as a
sign on your heart, as a sign on your arm; love is strong as death, and wrath bitter as
the underworld: its coals are coals of fire; violent are its flames. 7Much water may not
put out love, or the deep waters overcome it: if a man would give all the substance of
his house for love, it would be judged a price not great enough. 8Wehave a young sister,
and she has no breasts; what are we to do for our sister in the day when she is given
to a man? 9 If she is a wall, we will make on her a strong base of silver; and if she is a
door, wewill let her be shut upwith cedar-wood. 10 I am awall, andmy breasts are like
towers; then was I in his eyes as one to whom good chance had come. 11 Solomon had
a vine-garden at Baal-hamon; he let out the vine-garden to keepers; every one had to
give a thousand bits of silver for its fruit. 12My vine-garden, which is mine, is before
me: you, O Solomon, will have the thousand, and those who keep the fruit of them two
hundred. 13Youwhohave your resting-place in the gardens, the friends give ear to your
voice; make me give ear to it. 14 Come quickly, my loved one, and be like a roe on the
mountains of spice.
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The Book of the Prophet
Isaiah

1 The vision of Isaiah, the son of Amoz, which he saw about Judah and Jerusalem, in
the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. 2Give ear, O heavens,
and you, O earth, to thewordwhich the Lord has said: I have taken care ofmy children
till they became men, but their hearts have been turned away from me. 3 Even the ox
has knowledge of its owner, and the ass of the place where its master puts its food: but
Israel hasnoknowledge,mypeople giveno thought tome. 4Onation full of sin, a people
weighteddownwithcrime, agenerationof evil-doers, false-heartedchildren: theyhave
gone away from the Lord, they have no respect for the Holy One of Israel, their hearts
are turned back fromhim. 5Whywill you havemore andmore punishment? why keep
on in your evil ways? Every head is tired and every heart is feeble. 6 The body, from
head to foot, is all diseased; it is a mass of open wounds, marks of blows, and broken
flesh: the flow of blood has not been stopped, and no oil has been put on the wounds.
7Your country has become waste; your towns are burned with fire; as for your land, it
is overturned before your eyes, made waste and overcome bymen from strange lands.
8And the daughter of Zion has become like a tent in a vine-garden, like a watchman's
house in a field of fruit, like a town shut in by armies. 9 If the Lord of armies had not
kept some at least of us safe, wewould have been like Sodom, and the fate of Gomorrah
would have been ours. 10Give ear to theword of the Lord, you rulers of Sodom; let your
hearts be turned to the law of our God, you people of Gomorrah. 11What use to me is
the number of the offerings which you give me? says the Lord; your burned offerings
of sheep, and the best parts of fat cattle, are a weariness to me; I take no pleasure in
the blood of oxen, or of lambs, or of he-goats. 12At whose request do you come before
me, making my house unclean with your feet? 13Give me no more false offerings; the
smoke of burning flesh is disgusting to me, so are your new moons and Sabbaths and
your holy meetings. 14 Your new moons and your regular feasts are a grief to my soul:
they are a weight in my spirit; I am crushed under them. 15And when your hands are
stretched out to me, my eyes will be turned away from you: even though you go on
making prayers, I will not give ear: your hands are full of blood. 16 Be washed, make
yourselves clean; put away the evil of your doings from before my eyes; let there be an
end of sinning; 17Take pleasure in well-doing; let your ways be upright, keep down the
cruel, give a right decision for the childwhohas no father, see to the cause of thewidow.
18 Come now, and let us have an argument together, says the Lord: how may your sins
which are red like blood bewhite as snow? howmay their dark purple seem likewool?
19 If you will give ear to my word and do it, the good things of the land will be yours;
20But if your hearts are turned against me, I will send destruction on you by the sword;
so the Lord has said. 21 The upright town has become untrue; there was a time when
her judges gave right decisions, when righteousness had a resting-place in her, but now
she is full of those who take men's lives. 22 Your silver is no longer true metal, your
wine is mixed with water. 23Your chiefs have gone against the Lord, they have become
friends of thieves; every one of them is looking for profit and going after rewards; they
do not give right decisions for the child who has no father, and they do not let the cause
of the widow come before them. 24 For this reason the Lord, the Lord of armies, the
Strong One of Israel, has said, I will put an end to my haters, and send punishment on
those who are against me; 25Andmy hand will again be on you, washing away what is
unclean aswith soap, and taking away all your falsemetal; 26And Iwill give you judges
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again as at the first, andwise guides as in the past; then youwill be named, The Town of
Righteousness, the true town. 27Upright acts will be the price of Zion's forgiveness, and
by righteousness will men be living there. 28 But a common destruction will overtake
sinners and evil-doers together, and those who have gone away from the Lord will be
cut off. 29For you will be put to shame because of the trees of your desire, and because
of the gardens of your pleasure. 30For youwill be like a treewhose leaves have become
dry, and like a garden without water. 31And the strong will be as food for the fire, and
his work as a flame; and they will be burned together, with no one to put out the fire.

2
1 The word which Isaiah, the son of Amoz, saw about Judah and Jerusalem. 2And it

will come about in the last days, that themountain of the Lordwill be placed on the top
of the mountains, and be lifted up over the hills; and all nations will come to it. 3And
the peoples will say, Come, and let us go up to themountain of the Lord, to the house of
the God of Jacob: and he will give us knowledge of his ways, and we will be guided by
his word; for out of Zion the law will go out, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
4 And he will be the judge between the nations, and the peoples will be ruled by his
decisions: and their swords will be turned into plough-blades, and their spears into
vine-knives: no longer will the nations be turning their swords against one another,
and the knowledge of war will be gone for ever. 5O family of Jacob, come, and let us
go in the light of the Lord. 6 For you, O Lord, have given up your people, the family of
Jacob, because they are full of the evil ways of the east, andmake use of secret arts like
the Philistines, and are friends with the children of strange countries. 7And their land
is full of silver and gold, and there is no end to their stores; their land is full of horses,
and there is no end to their carriages. 8 Their land is full of images; they give worship
to the work of their hands, even to that which their fingers have made. 9And the poor
man's head is bent, and the great man goes down on his face: for this cause there will
be no forgiveness for their sin. 10Go into a hole in the rock, covering yourselves with
dust, in fear of the Lord, before the glory of his power. 11The high looks of man will be
put to shame, and the pride ofmenwill bemade low, and only the Lordwill be lifted up
in that day. 12 For the day of the Lord of armies is coming on all the pride of men, and
on all who are high and lifted up; 13And on all the high trees of Lebanon, and on all the
strong trees of Bashan; 14And on all the high mountains, and on all the hills which are
lifted up; 15And on every high tower, and on every strong wall; 16And on all the ships
of Tarshish, and on all the fair boats. 17And the high looks of manwill be put to shame,
and the pride of men will be made low: and only the Lord will be lifted up in that day.
18And the images will never be seen again. 19Andmen will go into cracks of the rocks,
and into holes of the earth, for fear of the Lord, and before the glory of his power, when
he comes out of his place, shaking the earth with his strength. 20 In that day men will
put their images of silver and of gold, which they made for worship, in the keeping of
the beasts of the dark places; 21To take cover in the cracks of the rocks, and in the holes
of the hills, for fear of the Lord, and before the glory of his power, when he comes out of
his place, shaking the earth with his strength. 22Have no more to do with man, whose
life is only a breath, for he is of no value.

3
1 For the Lord, the Lord of armies, is about to take away from Jerusalem and from

Judah all their support; their store of bread and ofwater; 2The strongman and theman
of war; the judge and the prophet; the man who has knowledge of secret arts, and the
manwho iswisebecauseof his years; 3The captainoffifty, and themanofhighposition,
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and the wise guide, and the wonder-worker, and he who makes use of secret powers.
4And I will make children their chiefs, and foolish ones will have rule over them. 5And
the people will be crushed, every one by his neighbour; the young will be full of pride
against the old, and those of low position will be lifted up against the noble. 6When
one man puts his hand on another in his father's house, and says, You have clothing,
be our ruler and be responsible for us in our sad condition: 7 Then he will say with an
oath, I will not be a helper, for in my house there is no bread or clothing: I will not let
youmakeme a ruler of the people. 8For Jerusalem has become feeble, and destruction
has come on Judah, because their words and their acts are against the Lord, moving
the eyes of his glory to wrath. 9 Their respect for a man's position is a witness against
them; and their sin is open to the view of all; like that of Sodom, it is not covered. A
curse on their soul! for the measure of their sin is full. 10Happy is the upright man!
for he will have joy of the fruit of his ways. 11Unhappy is the sinner! for the reward of
his evil doings will come on him. 12As for my people, their ruler is acting like a child,
and those who have authority over them are women. O my people, your guides are
the cause of your wandering, turning your footsteps out of the right way. 13 The Lord
is ready to take up his cause against his people, and is about to come forward as their
judge. 14The Lord comes to be the judge of their responsible men and of their rulers: it
is you who havemade waste the vine-garden, and in your houses is the property of the
poor which you have taken by force. 15By what right are you crushing my people, and
putting a bitter yoke on the necks of the poor? This is the word of the Lord, the Lord of
armies. 16Again, the Lord has said, Because the daughters of Zion are full of pride, and
go with outstretched necks and wandering eyes, with their foot-chains sounding when
they go: 17 The Lord will send disease on the heads of the daughters of Zion, and the
Lord will let their secret parts be seen. 18 In that day the Lord will take away the glory
of their foot-rings, and their sun-jewels, and their moon-ornaments, 19 The ear-rings,
and the chains, and the delicate clothing, 20 The head-bands, and the arm-chains, and
the worked bands, and the perfume-boxes, and the jewels with secret powers, 21 The
rings, and the nose-jewels, 22The feast-day dresses, and the robes, and the wide skirts,
and the handbags, 23The looking-glasses, and the fair linen, and the high head-dresses,
and the veils. 24And in the place of sweet spiceswill be an evil smell, and for a fair band
a thick cord; for a well-dressed head there will be the cutting-off of the hair, and for a
beautiful robe there will be the clothing of sorrow; the mark of the prisoner in place of
the ornaments of the free. 25 Your men will be put to the sword, and your men of war
will come to destruction in the fight. 26 And in the public places of her towns will be
sorrow andweeping; and she will be seated on the earth, waste and uncovered.

4
1And in that day sevenwomenwill put their hands on oneman, saying, Therewill be

no need for you to give us food or clothing, only let us go under your name, so that our
shamemay be taken away. 2 In that day will the young growth of the Lord be beautiful
in glory, and the fruit of the earth will be the pride of those who are still living in Israel.
3And it will come about that the rest of the living in Zion, and of those who have been
kept from destruction in Jerusalem, will be named holy, even everyone who has been
recorded for life in Jerusalem: 4When Zion has been washed from her sin by the Lord,
and Jerusalemmade clean from her blood by a judging and a burningwind. 5And over
every living-place on Mount Zion, all over all her meetings, the Lord will make a cloud
and smoke by day, and the shining of a flaming fire by night, for over all, the glory of the
Lord will be a cover and a tent; 6And a shade in the daytime from the heat, and a safe
cover from storm and from rain.
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5
1Letmemake a song aboutmy loved one, a song of love for his vine-garden. My loved

onehadavine-gardenona fertilehill: 2Andafterworking theearthof itwitha spade, he
took away its stones, and put in it a very special vine; and he put up awatchtower in the
middle of it, hollowing out in the rock aplace for the grape-crushing; andhewashoping
that it would give the best grapes, but it gave common grapes. 3And now, you people of
Jerusalem and you men of Judah, be the judges between me and my vine-garden. 4 Is
there anythingwhichmight havebeendone formyvine-gardenwhich I havenot done?
why then, when I was hoping for the best grapes did it give me common grapes? 5And
now, this is what I will do tomy vine-garden: I will take away the circle of thorns round
it, and it will be burned up; its wall will be broken down and the beasts of the field will
go through it; 6And Iwill make it waste; its brancheswill not be touchedwith the knife,
or the earthworkedwith the spade; but blackberries and thornswill come up in it: and
I will give orders to the clouds not to send rain on it. 7 For the vine-garden of the Lord
of armies is the people of Israel, and the men of Judah are the plant of his delight: and
he was looking for upright judging, and there was blood; for righteousness, and there
was a cry for help. 8Cursed are those who are joining house to house, and putting field
to field, till there is no more living-space for any but themselves in all the land! 9 The
Lord of armies has said to me secretly, Truly, numbers of great and fair houses will be
waste, with no one living in them. 10For tenfields of vineswill only give onemeasure of
wine, and a great amount of seed will only give a small measure of grain. 11Cursed are
those who get up early in the morning to give themselves up to strong drink; who keep
on drinking far into the night till they are heatedwithwine! 12And corded instruments
andwind-instruments andwine are in their feasts: but they giveno thought to thework
of the Lord, and they are not interested in what his hands are doing. 13 For this cause
my people are taken away as prisoners into strange countries for need of knowledge:
and their rulers are wasted for need of food, and their loud-voiced feasters are dry for
need of water. 14 For this cause the underworld has made wide its throat, opening its
mouth without limit: and her glory, and the noise of her masses, and her loud-voiced
feasters, will go down into it. 15 And the poor man's head is bent, and the great man
goes down on his face, and the eyes of pride are put to shame: 16But the Lord of armies
is lifted up as judge, and the Holy God is seen to be holy in righteousness. 17 Then the
lambswill get food as in their grass-lands, and the fat cattlewill be feasting in thewaste
places. 18Cursed are those whomake use of ox-cords for pulling the evil thing, and the
bands of a young ox for their sin! 19Who say, Let him do his work quickly, let himmake
it sudden, so that we may see it: let the design of the Holy One of Israel come near, so
that it may be clear to us. 20Cursed are those who give the name of good to evil, and of
evil to what is good: who make light dark, and dark light: who make bitter sweet, and
sweet bitter! 21 Cursed are those who seem wise to themselves, and who take pride in
their knowledge! 22Cursed are those who are strong to take wine, and great in making
mixed drinks! 23Who for a reward give support to the cause of the sinner, and who
take away the righteousness of the upright from him. 24 For this cause, as the waste of
the grain is burned up by tongues of fire, and as the dry grass goes down before the
flame, so their root will be like the dry stems of grain, and their flower will go up in
dust: because they have gone against the law of the Lord of armies, and have given no
honour to the word of the Holy One of Israel. 25 For this reason the wrath of the Lord
has been burning against his people, and his hand has been stretched out against them
in punishment, and the hills were shaking, and their dead bodieswere likewaste in the
open places of the town. 26And he will let a flag be lifted up as a sign to a far-off nation,
whistling to them from the ends of the earth: and theywill come quickly and suddenly.
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27There is no weariness among them, and no man is feeble-footed: they come without
resting or sleeping, and the cord of their shoes is not broken. 28Their arrows are sharp,
and every bow is bent: the feet of their horses are like rock, and their wheels are like
a rushing storm. 29 The sound of their armies will be like the voice of a lion, and their
war-cry like the noise of young lions: with loud cries theywill come down on their food
andwill take it away safely, and therewill be no one to take it out of their hands. 30And
his voice will be loud over him in that day like the sounding of the sea: and if a man's
eyes are turned to the earth, it is all dark and full of trouble; and the light is made dark
by thick clouds.

6
1 In the year of King Uzziah's death I saw the Lord seated in his place, high and lifted

up, and the Temple was full of the wide skirts of his robe. 2Over him were the winged
ones: every one had six wings; two for covering his face, two for covering his feed, and
two for flight. 3And one said in a loud voice to another, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of
armies: all the earth is full of his glory. 4And the bases of the door-pillars were shaking
at the sound of his cry, and the house was full of smoke. 5 Then I said, The curse is on
me, and my fate is destruction; for I am a man of unclean lips, living among a people
of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of armies. 6 Then a winged
one came to me with a burning coal in his hand, which he had taken from off the altar
with the fire-spoon. 7And after touching mymouth with it, he said, See, your lips have
been touched with this; and your evil is taken away, and you are made clean from sin.
8And the voice of the Lord came to my ears, saying, Whom am I to send, and who will
go for us? Then I said, Here am I, send me. 9 And he said, Go, and say to this people,
You will go on hearing, but learning nothing; you will go on seeing, but without getting
wiser. 10Make the hearts of this people fat, and let their ears be stopped, and their eyes
shut; for fear that theymay seewith their eyes, andbehearingwith their ears, and their
heart may become wise, and they may be turned to me and made well. 11 Then I said,
Lord, how long? And he said in answer, Till the towns are waste and unpeopled, and
the houses have no men, and the land becomes completely waste, 12And the Lord has
takenmen far away, and there are wide waste places in the land. 13And even if there is
still a tenth part in it, it will again be burned, like a tree of thewoodswhose broken end
is still in the earth after the tree has been cut down (the holy seed is the broken end).

7
1Now it came about in the days of Ahaz, the son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, king of

Judah, that Rezin, the king of Aram, and Pekah, the son of Remaliah, the king of Israel,
came up to Jerusalem to make war against it, but were not able to overcome it. 2And
word came to the family of David that Aram had put up its tents in Ephraim. And the
king's heart, and thehearts of his people,weremoved, like the trees of thewood shaking
in the wind. 3 Then the Lord said to Isaiah, Go out now, you and Shear-jashub, your
son, and you will come across Ahaz at the end of the stream flowing from the higher
pool, in the highway of the washerman's field; 4And say to him, Take care and be quiet;
have no fear, and do not let your heart be feeble, because of these two ends of smoking
fire-wood, because of the bitter wrath of Rezin and Aram, and of the son of Remaliah.
5Because Aram has made evil designs against you, saying, 6Let us go up against Judah,
troubling her, and forcing our way into her, and let us put up a king in her, even the
son of Tabeel: 7This is the word of the Lord God: This design will not come about or be
effected. 8For the head of Aram is Damascus, and the head of Damascus is Rezin (and in
sixty-fiveyears fromnowEphraimwill bebroken, andwill no longerbeapeople): 9And
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the head of Ephraim is Samaria, and the head of Samaria is Remaliah's son. If you will
not have faith, your kingdomwill be broken. 10And Isaiah said again to Ahaz, 11Make
a request to the Lord your God for a sign, a sign in the deep places of the underworld,
or in the high heavens. 12 But Ahaz said, I will not put the Lord to the test by making
such a request. 13Andhe said, Give ear now, O family of David: is it not enough that you
are driving men to disgust? will you do the same to my God? 14 For this cause the Lord
himself will give you a sign; a youngwoman is nowwith child, and shewill give birth to
a son, and she will give him the name Immanuel. 15Butter and honey will be his food,
when he is old enough tomake a decision between evil and good. 16For before the child
is old enough to make a decision between evil and good, the land whose two kings you
are now fearing will have become waste. 17 The Lord is about to send on you, and on
your people, and on your father's house, such a time of trouble as there has not been
from the days of the separating of Ephraim from Judah; even the coming of the king of
Assyria. 18And it will be in that day that the Lord will make a piping sound for the fly
which is in the end of the rivers of Egypt, and for the beewhich is in the land of Assyria.
19And theywill come, covering all the waste valleys, and the holes of the rocks, and the
thorns, and all thewatering-places. 20 In that daywill the Lord take away the hair of the
head and of the feet, as well as the hair of the face, with a blade got for a price from the
other side of the River; even with the king of Assyria. 21And it will be in that day that
a man will give food to a young cow and two sheep; 22And they will give so much milk
that he will be able to have butter for his food: for butter and honey will be the food of
all who are still living in the land. 23And it will be in that day that in every place where
before there were a thousand vines valued at a thousand shekels of silver, there will
be nothing but blackberries and thorns. 24Menwill come there with bows and arrows,
because all the landwill be full of blackberries and thorns. 25And theywill send out the
oxen and the sheep on all the hills which before were worked with the spade, ... fear of
blackberries and thorns.

8
1And the Lord said tome, Take a great writing-board, and on it put down in common

letters,Maher-shalal-hash-baz; 2And take truewitnesses to thewriting,Uriah thepriest,
and Zechariah, the son of Jeberechiah. 3And I went in tomywife, and she becamewith
child, and gave birth to a son. Then the Lord said to me, Give him the name Maher-
shalal-hash-baz, 4 For before the child is able to say, Father, or, Mother, the wealth of
Damascus and the goods of Samaria will be taken away by the king of Assyria. 5 And
the Lord said again to me, 6Because this people will have nothing to do with the softly-
flowing waters of Shiloah, and have fear of Rezin and Remaliah's son; 7 For this cause
the Lord is sending on them the waters of the River, deep and strong, even the king of
Assyria and all his glory: and it will come up through all its streams, overflowing all
its edges: 8And it will come on into Judah; rushing on and overflowing, till the waters
are up to the neck; ***and his outstretchedwings will be covering the land from side to
side: forGod iswithus. 9Haveknowledge, Opeoples, andbe in fear; give ear, all you far-
off parts of the earth: 10Let your designs be formed, and theywill come to nothing; give
your orders, and theywill not be effected: for God iswith us. 11For the Lord, controlling
me with a strong hand, gave me orders not to go in the way of this people, saying, 12Do
not say, It is holy, about everything of which this people says, It is holy; and do not be in
fear ofwhat they go in fear of. 13But let the Lord of armies be holy to you, and go in fear
of him, giving honour to him. 14And hewill be for a holy place: but for a stone of falling
anda rock of trouble to the twohouses of Israel, and to themenof Jerusalem, for anet in
which theymay be taken. 15And numbers of them, falling on the stone, will be broken,
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and will be taken in the net. 16Let my teaching be kept secret: and my words be given
to my disciples only. 17And I will be waiting for the Lord, whose face is veiled from the
house of Jacob, and I will be looking for him. 18 See, I and the children whom the Lord
has given me, are for signs and for wonders in Israel from the Lord of armies, whose
resting-place is inMount Zion. 19Andwhen they say to you,Make request for us to those
who have control of spirits, and to those wise in secret arts, whomake hollow bird-like
sounds; is it not right for a people tomake request to their gods, tomake request for the
living to the dead? 20Then say to them, Put your faith in the teaching and thewitness. ...
If they do not say such things. ... For him there is no dawn. ... 21And he will go through
the land in bitter trouble and in need of food; andwhen he is unable to get food, hewill
become angry, cursing his king and his God, and his eyes will be turned to heaven on
high; 22And he will be looking down on the earth, and there will be trouble and dark
clouds, black night where there is no seeing.

9
1 In earlier times hemade the land of Zebulun and the land ofNaphtali of small value,

but after that he gave it glory, by the way of the sea, on the other side of Jordan, Galilee
of the nations. 2The people who went in the dark have seen a great light, and for those
who were living in the land of the deepest night, the light is shining. 3 You have made
them very glad, increasing their joy. They are glad before you as men are glad in the
time of getting in the grain, or when theymake division of the goods taken in war. 4For
by your hand the yoke on his neck and the rod on his back, even the rod of his cruel
master, have been broken, as in the day of Midian. 5 For every boot of the man of war
with his sounding step, and the clothing rolled in blood, will be for burning, food for
the fire. 6For to us a child has come, to us a son is given; and the government has been
placed in his hands; and he has been named Wise Guide, Strong God, Father for ever,
Prince of Peace. 7Of the increase of his rule and of peace there will be no end, on the
seat ofDavid, and inhis kingdom; tomake it strong, supporting itwithwisedecisionand
righteousness, now and for ever. By the fixed purpose of the Lord of armies this will be
done. 8The Lord has sent aword to Jacob, and it has come on Israel; 9And all the people
will have experience of it, even Ephraim and the men of Samaria, who say in the pride
of their uplifted hearts, 10 The bricks have come down, but we will put up buildings
of cut stone in their place: the sycamores are cut down, but they will be changed to
cedars. 11For this cause the Lord has made strong the haters of Israel, driving them on
tomakewar against him; 12Aramon the east, and the Philistines on thewest, who have
come against Israel with openmouths. For all this his wrath is not turned away, but his
hand is stretched out still. 13But the heart of the peoplewas not turned to himwho sent
punishment on them, and they made no prayer to the Lord of armies. 14 For this cause
the Lord took away from Israel head and tail, high and low, in one day. 15Themanwho
is honoured and responsible is the head, and the prophet who gives false teaching is
the tail. 16For the guides of this people are the cause of their wandering from the right
way, and those who are guided by them come to destruction. 17For this cause the Lord
will have no pleasure in their youngmen, and no pity on theirwidows and the children
without fathers: for they are all haters of God and evil-doers, and foolish words come
from every mouth. For all this his wrath is not turned away, but his hand is stretched
out still. 18 For evil was burning like a fire; the blackberries and thorns were burned
up; the thick woods took fire, rolling up in dark clouds of smoke. 19 The land was dark
with the wrath of the Lord of armies: the people were like those who take men's flesh
for food. 20On the right amanwas cutting offbits andwas still in need; on the left aman
tookameal but hadnot enough; nomanhadpity onhis brother; everymanwasmaking
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a meal of the flesh of his neighbour. 21Manasseh was making a meal of Ephraim, and
Ephraim of Manasseh; and together they were attacking Judah. For all this his wrath is
not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still.

10
1Cursed are those whomake evil decisions, and the writers whomake the records of

their cruel acts: 2Whodowrong to thepoor in their cause, and takeaway the right of the
crushedamongmypeople, so that theymayhave theproperty ofwidows, andget under
their power thosewho have no father. 3Andwhatwill you do in the day of punishment,
and in the destruction which is coming from far? to whom will you go for help, and
what will become of your glory? 4 ... For all this his wrath is not turned away, but his
hand is stretched out still. 5Ho! Assyrian, the rod of my wrath, the instrument of my
punishment! 6 I will send him against a nation of wrongdoers, and against the people
ofmywrath Iwill give him orders, to take their wealth inwar, crushing themdown like
the dust in the streets. 7But this is not what is in hismind, and this is not his design; but
his purpose is destruction, and the cutting off of more and more nations. 8 For he says,
Are not all my captains kings? 9Will not the fate of Calno be like that of Carchemish?
is not Hamath as Arpad? is not Samaria as Damascus? 10As my hand has come on the
kingdoms of the images, whose pictured images were more in number than those of
Jerusalem and Samaria; 11 So, as I have done to Samaria and her images, I will do to
Jerusalemand her images. 12For this cause it will be that, when the purpose of the Lord
against Mount Zion and Jerusalem is complete, I will send punishment on the pride of
theheart of thekingofAssyria, andon thegloryofhisupliftedeyes. 13Forhehas said, By
the strength of my hand I have done it, and bymy knowledge, for I amwise: and I have
taken away the limits of the peoples' lands, and the stores of their wealth have become
mine; and I have made towns low in the dust, sending destruction on those living in
them; 14And I have put my hands on the wealth of the peoples, as on the place where
a bird has put her eggs; and as a man may take the eggs from which a bird has gone,
so I have taken all the earth for myself: and not a wing was moved, and not a mouth
gave out a sound. 15Will the axe say high-sounding words against him who is using
it, or the blade be full of pride against him who is cutting with it? As if a rod had the
power of shaking himwho is using it, or as if a stickmight take up himwho is notwood.
16 For this cause the Lord, the Lord of armies, will make his fat become wasted; and in
his inner parts a fire will be lighted like a burning flame. 17And the light of Israel will
be for a fire, and his Holy One for a flame: wasting and burning up his thorns in one
day. 18And he will put an end to the glory of his woods and of his planted fields, soul
and body together; and it will be as when a man is wasted by disease. 19And the rest
of the trees of his wood will be small in number, so that a child may put them down in
writing. 20And it will be in that day that the rest of Israel, and those of Jacob who have
come safely through these troubles, will no longer go for help to himwhose rodwas on
their back, but their faith will be in the Lord, the Holy One of Israel. 21 The rest, even
the rest of Jacob, will come back to the Strong God. 22For though your people, O Israel,
are as the sand of the sea, only a small number will come back: for the destruction is
fixed, overflowing in righteousness. 23For theLord, theLordof armies, is about tomake
destruction complete in all the land. 24For this cause the Lord, the Lord of armies, says,
O my people living in Zion, have no fear of the Assyrian, even if his rod comes on your
back, and his stick is lifted up as in Egypt. 25For in a very short timemy passion will be
over, and my wrath will be turned to their destruction. 26And the Lord of armies will
be shaking a whip against him, as when he overcame Midian at the rock of Oreb: and
his rod will be lifted up against them as it was against the Egyptians. 27And in that day
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the weight which he put on your backwill be taken away, and his yoke broken from off
yourneck. 28Hehas goneup fromPene-Rimmon, hehas come toAiath; hehas gonepast
Migron, atMichmashheputshis forces inorder. 29Theyhavegoneacross themountain;
Geba will be our resting-place tonight, they say: Ramah is shaking with fear; Gibeah of
Saul has gone in flight. 30Give a loud cry, daughter of Gallim; let Laishah give ear; let
Anathoth give answer to her. 31Madmenah has gone; the men of Gebim are putting
their goods in a safe place. 32This very day he is stopping at Nob; he is shaking his hand
against themountain of the daughter of Zion, the hill of Jerusalem. 33See, the Lord, the
Lord of armies, is cutting off his branches with a great noise, and his strong ones are
falling and his high ones are coming down. 34And he is cutting down the thick places of
the woodwith an axe, and Lebanonwith its tall trees is coming down.

11
1And therewill comea rodout of thebroken treeof Jesse, andabranchout ofhis roots

will give fruit. 2And the spirit of the Lord will be resting on him, the spirit of wisdom
and good sense, the spirit of wise guiding and strength, the spirit of knowledge and of
the fear of the Lord; 3And he will not be guided in his judging by what he sees, or give
decisions by the hearing of his ears: 4But he will do right in the cause of the poor, and
give wise decisions for those in the land who are in need; and the rod of his mouth will
come down on the cruel, and with the breath of his lips he will put an end to the evil-
doer. 5 And righteousness will be the cord of his robe, and good faith the band round
his breast. 6And the wolf will be living with the lamb, and the leopard will take his rest
with the young goat; and the lionwill take grass for food like the ox; and the young lion
will go with the young ones of the herd; and a little child will be their guide. 7And the
cow and the bear will be friends while their young ones are sleeping together. 8 And
the child at the breast will be playing by the hole of the snake, and the older child will
put his hand on the bright eye of the poison-snake. 9 There will be no cause of pain or
destruction in all my holy mountain: for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the
Lord as the sea is covered by the waters. 10And in that day, the eyes of the nations will
be turned to the root of Jesse which will be lifted up as the flag of the peoples; and his
resting-place will be glory. 11And in that day the hand of the Lord will be stretched out
the second time to get back the rest of his people, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and
from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar, and fromHamath, and
from the sea-lands. 12And he will put up a flag as a sign to the nations, and he will get
together thoseof Israelwhohadbeen sent away, and thewanderingones of Judah, from
the four ends of the earth. 13And the envy of Ephraimwill be gone, and thosewhomake
trouble for Judah will come to an end: Ephraim will have no more envy of Judah, and
there will be an end of Judah's hate for Ephraim. 14And theywill be united in attacking
the Philistines on the west, and together they will take the goods of the children of the
east: their hand will be on Edom and Moab; and the children of Ammon will be under
their rule. 15 And the Lord will make the tongue of the Egyptian sea completely dry;
and with his burning wind his hand will be stretched out over the River, and it will be
parted into seven streams, so that men may go over it with dry feet. 16And there will
be a highway for the rest of his people from Assyria; as there was for Israel in the day
when he came up out of the land of Egypt.

12
1And in that day you will say I will give praise to you, O Lord; for though you were

angry with me, your wrath is turned away, and I am comforted. 2 See, God is my
salvation; I will have faith in the Lord, without fear: for the Lord Jah is my strength
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and song; and he has become my salvation. 3 So with joy will you get water out of the
springs of salvation. 4And in that day you will say, Give praise to the Lord, let his name
be honoured, give word of his doings among the peoples, say that his name is lifted up.
5Make a song to the Lord; for he has done noble things: give news of them through all
the earth. 6Let your voice be sounding in a cry of joy, O daughter of Zion, for great is the
Holy One of Israel among you.

13
1The word of the Lord about Babylon which Isaiah, the son of Amoz, saw. 2 Put up a

flag on a clearmountain-top,make a loud outcry to them, give directionswith the hand,
so that theymaygo into thedoorsof thegreat ones. 3 I havegivenorders tomyholyones,
I have sent outmymenofwar, those ofminewho takepride in their power, to give effect
to my wrath. 4 The noise of great numbers in the mountains, like the noise of a strong
people! The noise of the kingdoms of the nationsmeeting together! The Lord of armies
is numbering his forces for war. 5They come from a far country, from the farthest part
of heaven, even the Lord and the instruments of his wrath, with destruction for all the
land. 6Sendouta cryof grief; for thedayof theLord isnear; it comesasdestruction from
theMostHigh. 7For this cause all handswill be feeble, andeveryheart ofmanbe turned
towater; 8Their hearts will be full of fear; pains and sorrowswill overcome them; they
will be in pain like a woman in childbirth; they will be shocked at one another; their
faces will be like flames. 9 See, the day of the Lord is coming, cruel, with wrath and
burningpassion: tomake the landawaste, driving the sinners in it to destruction. 10For
the stars of heaven and its bright armies will not give their light: the sun will be made
dark in his journey through the heaven, and themoonwill keep back her light. 11And I
will send punishment on theworld for its evil, and on the sinners for theirwrongdoing;
and Iwill put an end to all pride, andwillmake low the power of the cruel. 12 Iwillmake
men so small in number, that amanwill be harder to get than gold, even the best gold of
Ophir. 13For this cause the heavens will be shaking, and the earth will be moved out of
its place, in thewrathof theLordof armies, and in thedayof his burningpassion. 14And
itwill be that, like a roe inflight, and likewandering sheep, theywill go everyman tohis
people and to his land. 15Everyonewho is overtakenwill have a spear put throughhim,
and everyone who goes in flight will be put to the sword. 16 Their young children will
be broken up before their eyes; their goods will be taken away, and their wives made
the property of others. 17 See, I am driving the Medes against them, who put no value
on silver and have no pleasure in gold. 18 In their hands are bows and spears; they are
cruel, violently putting the young men to death, and crushing the young women; they
have no pity for children, and no mercy for the fruit of the body. 19 And Babylon, the
glory of kingdoms, the beautiful townwhich is the pride of the Chaldaeans, will be like
God's destruction of SodomandGomorrah. 20Peoplewill never be living in it again, and
itwill havenomoremen fromgeneration togeneration: theArabwill notputuphis tent
there; and those who keep sheep will not make it a resting-place for their flocks. 21But
the beasts of the waste land will have their holes there; and the houses will be full of
crying jackals, and ostriches will have their place there, and evil spirits will be dancing
there. 22Andwolves will be answering one another in their towers, and jackals in their
houses of pleasure: her time is near, and her days of power will quickly be ended.

14
1For the Lordwill havemercy on Jacob, andwill againmake Israel his special people,

and will put them in their land; and the man from a strange country will take his place
among them and be joined to the family of Jacob. 2And the people will take themwith
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them to their place: and the children of Israel will give them a heritage in the Lord's
land as men-servants and women-servants, making them prisoners whose prisoners
they were; and they will be rulers over their masters. 3And it will be, in the day when
the Lord gives you rest from your sorrow, and from your trouble, and from the hard
yokewhich they had put on you, 4That youwill take up this bitter song against the king
of Babylon, and say, How has the cruel overseer come to an end! He who was lifted up
in pride is cut off; 5 The stick of the evil-doers, the rod of the rulers, is broken by the
Lord; 6He whose rod was on the peoples with an unending wrath, ruling the nations
in passion, with an uncontrolled rule. 7 All the earth is at rest and is quiet: they are
bursting into song. 8Even the trees of thewood are glad over you, the trees of Lebanon,
saying, From the time of your fall no wood-cutter has come up against us with an axe.
9 The underworld is moved at your coming: the shades of the dead are awake before
you, even the strong ones of the earth; all the kings of the world have got up from their
seats. 10Theyallmakeanswerand say to you,Haveyoubecome feeble likeus? haveyou
been made even as we are? 11Your pride has gone down into the underworld, and the
noise of your instruments ofmusic; theworms are under you, and your body is covered
with them. 12How great is your fall from heaven, O shining one, son of the morning!
How are you cut down to the earth, low among the dead bodies! 13For you said in your
heart, I will go up to heaven, I will makemy seat higher than the stars of God; I will take
my place on the mountain of the meeting-place of the gods, in the inmost parts of the
north. 14 I will go higher than the clouds; I will be like the Most High. 15 But you will
come down to the underworld, even to its inmost parts. 16 Those who see you will be
looking on youwith care, theywill be in deep thought, saying, Is this the troubler of the
earth, the shaker of kingdoms? 17Whomade the world a waste, overturning its towns;
who did not let his prisoners loose from the prison-house. 18All the kings of the earth
are at rest in glory, every man in his house, 19 But you, like a birth before its time, are
stretchedoutwithno resting-place in the earth; clothedwith the bodies of the deadwho
have been put to the sword, who go down to the lowest parts of the underworld; a dead
body, crushed under foot. 20 As for your fathers, you will not be united with them in
their resting-place, because you have been the cause of destruction to your land, and of
death to your people; the seed of the evil-doerwill have no place in thememory ofman.
21Make ready a place of death for his children, because of the evil-doing of their father;
so that theymay not come up and take the earth for their heritage, covering the face of
theworldwithwaste places. 22For Iwill come up against them, says the Lord of armies,
cutting off from Babylon name and offspring, son and son's son, says the Lord. 23And
I will make you a heritage for the hedgehog, and pools of water: and I will go through
it with the brush of destruction, says the Lord of armies. 24The Lord has taken an oath,
saying, My design will certainly come about, and my purpose will be effected: 25 To let
theAssyrianbebroken inmy land, and crushedunder foot onmymountains: therewill
his yoke be taken away from them, and his rule over them come to an end. 26This is the
purpose for all the earth: and this is the hand stretched out over all nations. 27 For it is
the purpose of the Lord of armies, and who will make it of no effect? when his hand is
stretched out, by whommay it be turned back? 28 In the year of the death of King Ahaz
this word came to the prophet: 29 Be not glad, O Philistia, all of you, because the rod
which was on you is broken: for out of the snake's root will come a poison-snake, and
its fruitwill be awingedpoison-snake. 30And thepoorest of the landwill have food, and
those in need will be given a safe resting-place: but your seed will come to an end for
need of food, and the rest of youwill be put to the sword. 31Send out a cry, O door! Make
soundsof sorrow,O town! All your landhascome tonothing,OPhilistia; for therecomes
a smoke out of the north, and everyone keeps his place in the line. 32What answer, then,
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will my people give to the representatives of the nation? That the Lord is the builder of
Zion, and she will be a safe place for the poor of his people.

15
1 The word about Moab. For in a night Ar of Moab has become waste, and is seen

no longer; for in a night Kir of Moab has become waste, and is seen no longer. 2 The
daughter of Dibon has gone up to the high places, weeping: Moab is sounding her cry of
sorrow over Nebo, and over Medeba: everywhere the hair of the head and of the face
is cut off. 3 In their streets they are covering themselves with haircloth: on the tops of
their houses, and in their public places, there is crying and bitter weeping. 4Heshbon
is crying out, and Elealeh; their voice is sounding even to Jahaz: for this cause the heart
of Moab is shaking; his soul is shaking with fear. 5My heart is crying out for Moab; her
people go in flight to Zoar, and to Eglath-shelishiyah: for they go upwithweeping by the
slope of Luhith; on theway to Horonaim they send up a cry of destruction. 6Thewaters
of Nimrimwill become dry: for the grass is burned up, the young grass is coming to an
end, every green thing is dead. 7For this cause theywill take away theirwealth, and the
stores they have got together, over the streamof thewater-plants. 8For the cry has gone
round the limits of Moab; as far as to Eglaim and Beer-elim. 9 For the waters of Dimon
are full of blood: and I'm sending even more on Moab, a lion on those of Moab who go
in flight, and on the rest of the land.

16
1And they will send ... to the mountain of the daughter of Zion. 2 For the daughters

of Moab will be like wandering birds, like a place from which the young birds have
gone in flight, at the ways across the Arnon. 3 Give wise directions, make a decision;
let your shade be as night in full day: keep safe those who are in flight; do not give
up the wandering ones. 4 Let those who have been forced out of Moab have a resting-
place with you; be a cover to them from him who is making waste their land: till the
cruel ones are cut off, and wasting has come to an end, and those who take pleasure in
crushing the poor are gone from the land. 5 Then a king's seat will be based on mercy,
and one will be seated on it in the tent of David for ever; judging uprightly, and quick
to do righteousness. 6We have had word of the pride of Moab, how great it is; how he
is lifted up in pride and passion: his highwords about himself are false. 7For this cause
everyone in Moab will give cries of grief for Moab: crushed to the earth, they will be
weeping for the men of Kir-hareseth. 8 For the fields of Heshbon are waste, the vine of
Sibmah is dead; the lords of nations were overcome by the produce of her vines; her
vine-plants went as far as Jazer, and came even to the waste land; her branches were
stretched out to the sea. 9 For this cause my sorrow for the vine of Sibmah will be like
theweeping for Jazer: my eyes are droppingwater on you, OHeshbon and Elealeh! For
they are sounding thewar-cry over your summer fruits and the getting in of your grain;
10Andall joy is gone; no longer are they glad for the fertile field; and in the vine-gardens
there are no songs or sounds of joy: the crushing of grapes has come to an end, and its
glad cryhasbeen stopped. 11For this cause the cordsofmyheart are sounding forMoab,
and I am full of sorrow for Kir-heres. 12And whenMoab goes up to the high place, and
makes prayer in the house of his god, it will have no effect. 13 This is the word which
the Lord said about Moab in the past. 14But now the Lord has said, In three years, the
years of a servant working for payment, the glory ofMoab, all that great people, will be
turned to shame, and the rest of Moab will be very small and without honour.
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17
1The word about Damascus. See, they have made Damascus a town no longer; it has

become a waste place. 2Her towns are unpeopled for ever; there the flocks take their
rest in peace, without fear. 3The strong tower has gone fromEphraim, and the kingdom
fromDamascus: the rest of Aramwill come to destruction, andbemade like the glory of
the children of Israel, says the Lord of armies. 4And it will be in that day that the glory
of Jacob will be made small, and the strength of his body will become feeble. 5And it
will be like aman cutting the growth of his grain, pulling together the heads of the grain
with his arm; even as when they get in the grain in the valley of Rephaim. 6But it will
be like a man shaking an olive-tree, something will still be there, two or three berries
on the top of the highest branch, four or five on the outside branches of a fertile tree,
says the Lord, the God of Israel. 7 In that day a man's heart will be turned to his Maker,
and his eyes to the Holy One of Israel. 8He will not be looking to the altars, the work of
his hands, or to the wood pillars or to the sun-images which his fingers havemade. 9 In
that day your towns will be like the waste places of the Hivites and the Amorites which
the children of Israel took for a heritage, and they will come to destruction. 10 For you
have not given honour to the God of your salvation, and have not kept inmind the Rock
of your strength; for this cause you made a garden of Adonis, and put in it the vine-
cuttings of a strange god; 11 In the day of your planting you were watching its growth,
and in the morning your seed was flowering: but its fruit is wasted away in the day of
grief and bitter sorrow. 12Ah! the voice of peoples, like the loud sounding of the seas,
and the thundering of great nations rushing on like the bursting out of waters! 13 But
he will put a stop to them, and make them go in flight far away, driving them like the
waste of the grain on the tops of the mountains before the wind, and like the circling
dust before the storm. 14 In the evening there is fear, and in themorning they are gone.
This is the fate of those who take our goods, and the reward of those who violently take
our property for themselves.

18
1Ho! landof the sounding ofwings, on the other side of the rivers of Ethiopia: 2Which

sends its representatives by the sea, even in ships of papyrus on the waters. Go back
quickly, O representatives, to a nation tall and smooth, to a people causing fear through
all their history; a strong nation, crushing down its haters, whose land is cut through by
rivers. 3All you peoples of the world, and you who are living on the earth, when a flag
is lifted up on the mountains, give attention; and when the horn is sounded, give ear.
4 For this is what the Lord has said to me: I will be quiet, watching frommy place; like
the clear heat when the sun is shining, like a mist of dew in the heat of summer. 5 For
before the timeofgetting in thegrapes, after theopeningof thebud,when theflowerhas
become a grape ready for crushing, he will take away the small branches with knives,
cutting downand taking away thewide-stretching branches. 6Theywill be for the birds
of the mountains, and for the beasts of the earth: the birds will come down on them in
the summer, and the beasts of the earth in the winter. 7 In that time an offering will be
made to the Lord of armies fromapeople tall and smooth, causing fear through all their
history; a strong nation, crushing down its haters, whose land is cut through by rivers,
an offering taken to the place of the name of the Lord of armies, evenMount Zion.

19
1 The word about Egypt. See, the Lord is seated on a quick-moving cloud, and is

coming to Egypt: and the false gods of Egypt will be troubled at his coming, and the
heart of Egypt will be turned to water. 2 And I will send the Egyptians against the
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Egyptians: and theywill befighting everyoneagainst his brother, andeveryoneagainst
his neighbour; town against town, and kingdom against kingdom. 3 And the spirit of
Egypt will be troubled in her, and I will make her decisions without effect: and they
will be turning to the false gods, and to those who make hollow sounds, and to those
whohave control of spirits, and to thosewho arewise in secret arts. 4And Iwill give the
Egyptians into the hand of a cruel lord; and ahard kingwill be their ruler, says the Lord,
the Lord of armies. 5And thewaters of the sea will be cut off, and the river will become
dry andwaste: 6And the rivers will have an evil smell; the stream of Egypt will become
small and dry: all the water-plants will come to nothing. 7 The grass-lands by the Nile,
and everything planted by the Nile, will become dry, or taken away by the wind, and
will come to an end. 8The fishermenwill be sad, and all thosewho put fishing-lines into
the Nile will be full of grief, and those whose nets are stretched out on the waters will
have sorrow in their hearts. 9And all the workers in linen thread, and those whomake
cotton cloth, will be put to shame. 10And the makers of twisted thread will be crushed,
and those who ... will be sad in heart. 11 The chiefs of Zoan are completely foolish; the
wisest guides of Pharaoh have become like beasts: how do you say to Pharaoh, I am the
sonof thewise, theoffspringof earlykings? 12Where, then, areyourwisemen? let them
make clear to you, let them give you knowledge of the purpose of the Lord of armies for
Egypt. 13 The chiefs of Zoan have become foolish, the chiefs of Noph are tricked, the
heads of her tribes are the cause of Egypt's wandering out of the way. 14 The Lord has
sent among thema spirit of error: andby themEgypt is turned out of the rightway in all
her doings, as a man overcome by wine is uncertain in his steps. 15And in Egypt there
will be nowork for anyman, head or tail, high or low, to do. 16 In that day the Egyptians
will be likewomen: and the landwill be shakingwith fear because of thewaving of the
Lord's hand stretched out over it. 17And the land of Judah will become a cause of great
fear to Egypt; whenever its name comes to mind, Egypt will be in fear before the Lord
of armies because of his purpose against it. 18 In that day there will be five towns in the
land of Egypt using the language of Canaan, and making oaths to the Lord of armies;
and one of them will be named, The Town of the Sun. 19 In that day there will be an
altar to the Lord in the middle of the land of Egypt, and a pillar to the Lord at the edge
of the land. 20 And it will be a sign and a witness to the Lord of armies in the land of
Egypt: when they are crying out to the Lord because of their cruelmasters, then hewill
send them a saviour and a strong one to make them free. 21And the Lord will give the
knowledge of himself to Egypt, and the Egyptians will give honour to the Lord in that
day; theywill give himworshipwith offerings andmeal offerings, andwill take an oath
to the Lord and give effect to it. 22And the Lordwill send punishment on Egypt, andwill
make them well again; and when they come back to the Lord he will give ear to their
prayer and take away their disease. 23 In that day there will be a highway out of Egypt
to Assyria, and Assyria will come into Egypt, and Egypt will come into Assyria; and the
Egyptianswill giveworship to the Lord togetherwith theAssyrians. 24 In that day Israel
will be the third together with Egypt and Assyria, a blessing in the earth: 25Because of
the blessing of the Lord of armies which he has given them, saying, A blessing on Egypt
my people, and on Assyria the work of my hands, and on Israel my heritage.

20
1 In the year when the Tartan came to Ashdod, sent by Sargon, king of Assyria, and

made war against it and took it; 2At that time the word of the Lord came to Isaiah, the
son of Amoz, saying, Go, and take off your robe, and your shoes from your feet; and
he did so, walking unclothed and without shoes on his feet. 3And the Lord said, As my
servant Isaiah has gone unclothed and without shoes for three years as a sign and a
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wonder to Egypt and Ethiopia, 4 So will the king of Assyria take away the prisoners of
Egypt and those forced out of Ethiopia, young and old, unclothed and without shoes,
and with backs uncovered, to the shame of Egypt. 5 And they will be full of fear, and
will no longer have faith in Ethiopia which was their hope, or in Egypt which was their
glory. 6And those living by the seawill say in that day, See the fate of our hope towhom
we went for help and salvation from the king of Assyria: what hope have we then of
salvation?

21
1The word about the waste land. As storm-winds in the South go rushing through, it

comes from the waste land, from the land greatly to be feared. 2A vision of fear comes
before my eyes; the worker of deceit goes on in his false way, and the waster goes on
making waste. Up! Elam; to the attack! Media; I have put an end to her sorrow. 3 For
this cause I am full of bitter grief; pains like the pains of a woman in childbirth have
come on me: I am bent down with sorrow at what comes to my ears; I am shocked by
what I see. 4My mind is wandering, fear has overcome me: the evening of my desire
has been turned into shaking for me. 5 They make ready the table, they put down the
covers, they take food and drink. Up! you captains; put oil on your breastplates. 6 For
so has the Lord said to me, Go, let a watchman be placed; let him give word of what he
sees: 7And when he sees war-carriages, horsemen by twos, war-carriages with asses,
war-carriages with camels, let him give special attention. 8And the watchman gave a
loud cry, O my lord, I am on the watchtower all day, and am placed in my watch every
night: 9 See, here come war-carriages with men, horsemen by twos: and in answer he
said, Babylon ismade low, ismade low, and all her images are broken on the earth. 10O
my crushed ones, the grain of my floor! I have given you the word which came to me
from the Lord of armies, the God of Israel. 11 The word about Edom. A voice comes to
me from Seir, Watchman, how far gone is the night? how far gone is the night? 12 The
watchman says, Themorning has come, but night is still to come: if you have questions
to put, put them, and come back again. 13Theword about Arabia. In the thick woods of
Arabiawill be your night's resting-place, O travelling bands of Dedanites! 14Givewater
to himwho is in need of water; give bread, Omen of the land of Tema, to those in flight.
15 For they are in flight from the sharp sword, and the bent bow, and from the trouble
of war. 16For so has the Lord said tome, In a year, by the years of a servant working for
payment, all the glory of Kedar will come to an end: 17And the rest of the bowmen, the
men of war of the children of Kedar, will be small in number: for the Lord, the God of
Israel, has said it.

22
1Theword about the valley of vision. Why have all your people gone up to the house-

tops? 2 You, who are full of loud voices, a town of outcries, given up to joy; your dead
men have not been put to the sword, or come to their death in war. 3All your rulers ...
have gone in flight; all your strong ones have gone far away. 4For this cause I have said,
Let your eyes be turned away from me in my bitter weeping; I will not be comforted
for the wasting of the daughter of my people. 5For it is a day of trouble and of crushing
down and of destruction from the Lord, the Lord of armies, in the valley of vision; ...
6And Elamwas armedwith arrows, and Aram came on horseback; and the breastplate
of Kir was uncovered. 7 And your most fertile valleys were full of war-carriages, and
the horsemen took up their positions in front of the town. 8He took away the cover of
Judah; and in that day you were looking with care at the store of arms in the house of
the woods. 9 And you saw all the broken places in the wall of the town of David: and
you got together the waters of the lower pool. 10And you had the houses of Jerusalem
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numbered, pulling down the houses tomake thewall stronger. 11And youmade a place
between the two walls for storing the waters of the old pool: but you gave no thought
to himwho had done this, and were not looking to him by whom it had been purposed
long before. 12And in that day the Lord, the Lord of armies, was looking for weeping,
and cries of sorrow, cutting off of the hair, and putting on the clothing of grief: 13 But
in place of these there was joy and delight, oxen and sheep were being made ready for
food, there was feasting and drinking: men said, Now is the time for food and wine,
for tomorrow death comes. 14 And the Lord of armies said to me secretly, Truly, this
sin will not be taken from you till your death, says the Lord, the Lord of armies. 15The
Lord, the Lord of armies, says, Go to this person in authority, this Shebna, who is over
the house; whohasmade himself a resting-place on high, cutting out a place for himself
in the rock, and say, 16Who are you, and by what right have you made for yourself a
resting-placehere? 17See, O strongman, theLordwill sendyouviolently away, gripping
you with force, 18 Twisting you round and round like a ball he will send you out into a
wide country: there you will come to your end, and there will be the carriages of your
pride, O shame of your lord's house! 19And I will have you forced out of your place of
authority, and pulled down from your position. 20 And in that day I will send for my
servant, Eliakim, the son of Hilkiah: 21And I will put your robe on him, and put your
band about him, and I will give your authority into his hand: and he will be a father to
themen of Jerusalem, and to the family of Judah. 22And I will give the key of the family
ofDavid intohis care; andwhat he keeps openwill be shut bynoone, andwhat he keeps
shut no one will make open. 23And I will put him like a nail in a safe place; and he will
be for a seat of glory to his father's family. 24And all the glory of his father's family will
be hanging on him, all their offspring, every small vessel, even the cups and the basins.
25 In that day, says the Lord of armies, will the nail fixed in a safe place give way; and it
will be cut down, and in its fall the weight hanging on it will be cut off, for the Lord has
said it.

23
1 The word about Tyre. Let a cry of sorrow go up, O ships of Tarshish, because your

strong place ismadewaste; on theway back from the land of Kittim the news is given to
them. 2Sendout a cryof grief, youmenof the sea-land, traders of Zidon,whogoover the
sea, whose representatives are on great waters; 3Who get in the seed of Shihor, whose
wealth is the trade of the nations. 4 Be shamed, O Zidon: for the sea, the strong place
of the sea has said, I have not been with child, or given birth; I have not taken care of
young men, or kept watch over the growth of virgins. 5When the news comes to Egypt
theywill be bitterly pained at the fate of Tyre. 6Goover to Tarshish; give cries of sorrow,
O men of the sea-land. 7 Is this the town which was full of joy, whose start goes back to
times long past, whose wanderings took her into far-off countries? 8By whomwas this
purposed against Tyre, the crowning town, whose traders are chiefs, whose business
men are honoured in the land? 9 It was the purpose of the Lord of armies to put pride
to shame, tomake sport of the glory of thosewho are honoured in the earth. 10Let your
landbeworkedwith the plough, Odaughter of Tarshish; there is no longer anyharbour.
11His hand is stretched out over the sea, the kingdoms are shaking: the Lord has given
orders about Canaan, to make waste its strong places. 12And he said, There is no more
joy for you, O crushed virgin daughter of Zidon: up! go over to Kittim; even there you
will have no rest. 13 ... 14 Let a cry of sorrow go up, O ships of Tarshish: because your
strong place is madewaste. 15And it will be in that day that Tyre will go out ofmind for
seventy years, that is, the days of one king: after the end of seventy years it will be for
Tyre as in the song of the loose woman. 16 Take an instrument of music, go about the
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town, O loose womanwho has gone out from the memory of man; make sweet melody
with songs, so that youmay come back tomen's minds. 17And it will be after the end of
seventy years, that the Lord will havemercy on Tyre, and she will go back to her trade,
acting as a loose woman with all the kingdoms of the world on the face of the earth.
18 And her goods and her trade will be holy to the Lord: they will not be kept back or
stored up; for her produce will be for those living in the Lord's land, to give them food
for their needs, and fair clothing.

24
1See, the Lord ismaking the earthwaste andunpeopled, he is turning it upside down,

and sending thepeople inall directions. 2And itwill be the same for thepeople as for the
priest; for the servant as for his master; and for the woman-servant as for her owner;
the same for the one offering goods for a price as for him who takes them; the same
for him who gives money at interest and for him who takes it; the same for him who
lets others have the use of his property as for those whomake use of it. 3The earth will
be completely waste and without men; for this is the word of the Lord. 4 The earth is
sorrowing and wasting away, the world is full of grief and wasting away, the high ones
of the earth come to nothing. 5 The earth has been made unclean by those living in it;
because the laws have not been kept by them, the orders have been changed, and the
eternal agreement has been broken. 6 For this cause the earth is given up to the curse,
and those in it are judged as sinners: for this cause those living on the earth are burned
up, and the rest are small in number. 7 The new wine is thin, the vine is feeble, and all
the glad-heartedmake sounds of grief. 8The pleasing sound of all instruments ofmusic
has come to an end, and the voices of thosewho are glad. 9There is nomore drinking of
wine with a song; strong drink will be bitter to those who take it. 10 The town is waste
and broken down: every house is shut up, so that no man may come in. 11 There is a
crying in the streets because of thewine; there is an end of all delight, the joy of the land
is gone. 12 In the town all is waste, and in the public place is destruction. 13 For it will
be in the heart of the earth among the peoples, like the shaking of an olive-tree, as the
last of the grapes after the getting-in is done. 14But those will be making sounds of joy;
they will be crying loudly from the sea for the glory of the Lord. 15 Give praise to the
Lord in the east, to the name of the Lord, the God of Israel, in the sea-lands. 16From the
farthest part of the earth comes the sound of songs, glory to the upright. But I said, I
am wasting away, wasting away, the curse is on me! The false ones go on in their false
way, yes, they go on acting falsely. 17 Fear, and death, and the net, are come on you, O
people of the earth. 18And it will be that he who goes in flight from the sound of fear
will be overtaken by death; and hewho gets free fromdeathwill be taken in the net: for
the windows on high are open, and the bases of the earth are shaking. 19 The earth is
completely broken, it is parted in two, it is violentlymoved. 20The earthwill bemoving
uncertainly, like aman overcome by drink; it will be shaking like a tent; and theweight
of its sin will be on it, crushing it down so that it will not get up again. 21And in that day
the Lord will send punishment on the army of the high ones on high, and on the kings
of the earth on the earth. 22And they will be got together, like prisoners in the prison-
house; and after a long time they will have their punishment. 23Then the moonwill be
veiled, and the sun put to shame; for the Lord of armies will be ruling in Mount Zion
and in Jerusalem, and before his judges he will let his glory be seen.

25
1O Lord, you are my God; I will give praise to you, I will give honour to your name;

for you have done great acts of power; your purposes in the past have been made true
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and certain in effect. 2For you havemade a town awaste place: a strong town amass of
broken walls; the tower of the men of pride has come to an end; it will never be put up
again. 3For this causewill the strong people give glory to you, the townof the cruel ones
will be in fear of you. 4 For you have been a strong place for the poor and the crushed
in their trouble, a safe place from the storm, a shade from the heat, when the wrath of
the cruel ones is like a winter storm. 5As heat by the shade of a cloud, the noise of the
men of pride has been made quiet by you; as heat by the shade of a cloud, the song of
the cruel ones has been stopped. 6And in this mountain will the Lord of armies make
for all peoples a feast of good things, a feast ofwines long stored, of good things sweet to
the taste, of wines long kept and tested. 7And in this mountain hewill put an end to the
shade covering the face of all peoples, and the veil which is stretched over all nations.
8 He has put an end to death for ever; and the Lord God will take away all weeping;
and he will put an end to the shame of his people in all the earth: for the Lord has said
it. 9And in that day it will be said, See, this is our God; we have been waiting for him,
and he will be our saviour: this is the Lord in whom is our hope; we will be glad and
have delight in his salvation. 10 For in this mountain will the hand of the Lord come to
rest, and Moab will be crushed down in his place, even as the dry stems of the grain
are crushed under foot in the waste place. 11And if he puts out his hands, like a man
stretchingouthishands in swimming, theLordwillmake lowhispride, however expert
his designs. 12And the strong tower of your walls has been broken by him, made low,
and crushed even to the dust.

26
1 In that day will this song be made in the land of Judah: We have a strong town; he

will make salvation our walls and towers. 2 Let the doors be open, so that the upright
nationwhichkeeps faithmay come in. 3Themanwhoseheart is unmovedyouwill keep
in peace, because his hope is in you. 4Let your hope be in the Lord for ever: for the Lord
Jah is an unchanging Rock. 5For he hasmade low thosewho are lifted up, all the people
of the town of pride: he makes it low, crushing it down to the earth; he makes it low in
the dust. 6 It will be crushed under the feet of the poor and the steps of thosewho are in
need. 7The way of the good man is straight; the road of the upright is made smooth by
you. 8We have been waiting for you, O Lord; the desire of our soul is for the memory
of your name. 9 In the night the desire of my soul has been for you; early will my spirit
be searching for you; for when your punishments come on the earth, the people of the
world will get the knowledge of righteousness. 10 Even if you are kind to the evil-doer,
hewill not go after righteousness; even in the land of the upright hewill still go on in his
wrongdoing, and will not see the glory of the Lord. 11 Lord, your hand is lifted up, but
they do not see: let them see ... yes, your haters will be burned up in the fire. 12 Lord,
youwill give us peace: for all ourworks are the outcomeof your purpose. 13OLord, our
God, other lords than youhave had rule over us; but in you only is our salvation, and no
other namewill we take on our lips. 14The dead will not come back to life: their spirits
will not come back to earth; for this cause you have sent destruction on them, so that
thememory of them is dead. 15You havemade the nation great, O Lord, you havemade
it great; glory is yours: you have made wide the limits of the land. 16 Lord, in trouble
our eyes have been turned to you, we sent up a prayer when your punishment was on
us. 17As a woman with child, whose time is near, is troubled, crying out in her pain; so
havewe been before you, O Lord. 18Wehave beenwith child, we have been in pain, we
havegivenbirth towind; no salvationhas come to the earth throughus, andnochildren
have come into the world. 19Your dead will come back; their dead bodies will come to
life again. Those in the dust, awaking from their sleep, will send out a song; for your
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dew is a dew of light, and the earth will give birth to the shades. 20 Come, my people,
into your secret places, and let your doors be shut: keep yourself safe for a short time,
till his wrath is over. 21 For the Lord is coming out of his place to send punishment on
the people of the earth for their evil-doing: the earth will let the blood drained out on
her be seen, and will keep her dead covered no longer.

27
1 In that day the Lord, with his great and strong and cruel sword, will send punish-

ment on Leviathan, the quick-moving snake, and on Leviathan, the twisted snake; and
he will put to death the dragon which is in the sea. 2 In that day it will be said, A vine-
gardenofdelight,makea songabout it. 3 I, theLord, amwatching it; Iwill give itwaterat
all times: I will keep it night and day, for fear that any damage comes to it. 4My passion
is over: if the thornswerefightingagainstme, Iwouldmakeanattackon them, and they
would be burnedup together. 5Or let himput himself undermypower, andmake peace
withme. 6 In days to come Jacobwill take root: Israelwill put out buds andflowers; and
the faceof theworldwill be full of fruit. 7 Is his punishment like thepunishment of those
who overcame him? or are his dead as great in number as those he put to the sword?
8 Your anger against her has been made clear by driving her away; he has taken her
away with his storm-wind in the day of his east wind. 9 So by this will the sin of Jacob
be covered, and this is all the fruit of taking away his punishment; when all the stones
of the altar are crushed together, so that the wood pillars and the sun-images will not
be put up again. 10For the strong town is without men, an unpeopled living-place; and
she has become awaste land: there the young oxwill take his rest, and its brancheswill
be food for him. 11When its branches are dry they will be broken off; the women will
come and put fire to them: for it is a foolish people; for this cause he who made them
will have no mercy on them, and he whose work they are will not have pity on them.
12And itwill be in that day that the Lordwill get together his grain, from the River to the
stream of Egypt, and you will be got together with care, O children of Israel. 13And it
will be in that day that a great hornwill be sounded; and those whowerewandering in
the land of Assyria, and thosewhohadbeen sent away into the land of Egypt, will come;
and they will give worship to the Lord in the holy mountain at Jerusalem.

28
1 Ho! crown of pride of those who are given up to wine in Ephraim, and the dead

flower of his glory which is on the head of those who are overcome by strong drink!
2 See, the Lord has a strong and cruel one; like a rain of ice, a storm of destruction, like
the overflowing of a strong river, hewill violently overcome them. 3The crown of pride
of thosewho are givenup towine in Ephraimwill be crushedunder foot; 4And the dead
flower of his glory, which is on the head of the fertile valley, will be like the first early
fruit before the summer;which aman takes andputs in hismouth theminute he sees it.
5 In that daywill the Lord of armies be a crown of glory, and a fair ornament, to the rest
of his people; 6And a spirit of wisdom to the judge, and strength to thosewho keep back
the attackers at the door of the town. 7And further, these are uncertain through wine,
and have gone out of the rightway through strong drink: the priest and the prophet are
uncertain through strong drink, they are overcome by wine, they have gone out of the
way through strong drink; their vision is false, they go wrong in their decisions. 8 For
all the tables are covered with coughed-up food, so that there is not a clean place. 9 To
whom will he give knowledge? and to whom will he make clear the word? Will it be
to those who have newly given up milk, and who have only now been taken from the
breast? 10 For it is one rule after another; one line after another; here a little, there a



Isaiah 28:11 625 Isaiah 29:8

little. 11No, butwith broken talk, andwith a strange tongue, hewill give hisword to this
people: 12Towhomhe said, This is the rest, give rest to himwho is tired; and by this you
may get new strength; but theywouldnot give ear. 13For this cause theword of the Lord
will be to them rule after rule, line after line, here a little, there a little; so that theymay
go on theirway, and falling backmaybe broken, and taken in the net. 14Give ear then to
thewordof theLord, youmenof pride, the rulers of this people in Jerusalem: 15Because
youhave said,Wehavemadedeath our friend, andwith the underworldwehavemade
an agreement; when the overflowing waters come through they will not come near us;
for we are looking to false words for help, taking cover in what is untrue: 16 For this
cause says the Lord God, See, I am placing in Zion as a base, a stone, a tested stone, an
angle-stone which is certain and of great value: and he who has faith will not give way.
17And Iwillmake right decision themeasuring-line, and righteousness theweight: and
the ice-storm will take away the safe place of false words, and the secret place will be
covered by the flowing waters. 18 And the help you were looking for from death will
come to nothing, and your agreement with the underworld will be broken; when the
overflowing waters come through, then you will be overcome by them. 19Whenever
they come through they will overtake you; for they will come through morning after
morning, by day and by night: and the news will be nothing but fear. 20 For the bed is
not long enough for a man to be stretched out on: and the cover is not wide enough for
him to be covered with. 21 For the Lord will come up as on Mount Perazim, he will be
moved to wrath as in the valley of Gibeon; so that he may do his work — strange is his
work; and give effect to his act— unnatural is his act. 22And now, take care that you do
notmake sport of him, or your bandswill bemade strong; for I have hadword from the
Lord, the Lord of armies, of an end, of a complete end, which is to come on all the land.
23Let your ears be open tomyvoice; give attention towhat I say. 24 Is the ploughman for
ever ploughing? does he not get the earth ready and broken up for the seed? 25When
the face of the earth has been levelled, does he not put in the different sorts of seed, and
the grain in lines, and the barley in its place, and the spelt at the edge? 26For his God is
his teacher, giving him the knowledge of these things. 27For the fitches are not crushed
with a sharp instrument, and a cart-wheel is not rolled over the cummin; but the grain
of the fitches is hammered outwith a stick, and of the cumminwith a rod. 28 Is the grain
for bread crushed? He does not go on crushing it for ever, but he lets his cart-wheels
and his horses go over it without crushing it. 29 This comes from the Lord of armies,
purposing wonders, and wise in all his acts.

29
1Ho! Ariel, Ariel, the town against which David made war; put year to year, let the

feasts comeround: 2AndIwill send troubleonAriel, and therewill beweepingandcries
of grief; and shewill be tome as Ariel. 3And Iwill makewar on you like David, and you
will be shut in by earthworks, and Iwillmake towers roundyou. 4Andyouwill bemade
low, andyourvoicewill comeoutof theearth, andyourwordswill be lowoutof thedust;
and your voicewill comeout of the earth like that of a spirit,making bird-like noises out
of thedust. 5And thearmyof yourattackerswill be like small dust, andall the cruel ones
like dry stems gone before the wind; suddenly it will come about. 6The Lord of armies
will come in with thunder and earth-shaking and great noise, with rushing wind and
storm, and the flame of burning fire. 7And all the nations making war on Ariel, and all
those who are fighting against her and shutting her in with their towers, will be like a
dream, like a vision of the night. 8And it will be like aman desiring food, and dreaming
that he is feasting; but when he is awake there is nothing in his mouth: or like a man
in need of water, dreaming that he is drinking; but when he is awake he is feeble and



Isaiah 29:9 626 Isaiah 30:10

his soul is full of desire: so will all the nations be which make war on Mount Zion. 9Be
surprised and full of wonder; let your eyes be covered and be blind: be overcome, but
not with wine; go with uncertain steps, but not because of strong drink. 10For the Lord
has sent on you a spirit of deep sleep; and by him your eyes, the prophets, are shut, and
your heads, the seers, are covered. 11And the vision of all this has become to you like
thewords of a bookwhich is shut,whichmengive to onewhohas knowledge ofwriting,
saying, Make clear to us what is in the book: and he says, I am not able to, for the book
is shut: 12And they give it to one without learning, saying, Make clear to us what is in
the book: and he says, I have no knowledge of writing. 13And the Lord said, because
this people come near to me with their mouths, and give honour to me with their lips,
but their heart is far from me, and their fear of me is false, a rule given them by the
teaching of men; 14 For this cause I will again do a strange thing among this people, a
thing to be wondered at: and the wisdom of their wise men will come to nothing, and
the sense of their guideswill no longer be seen. 15Cursed are thosewho go deep to keep
their designs secret from the Lord, andwhoseworks are in the dark, andwho say,Who
sees us? and who has knowledge of our acts? 16 You are turning things upside down!
Is the wet earth the same to you as the one who is forming it? will the thing made say
of himwhomade it, Hemademe not: or the thing formed say of himwho gave it form,
He has no knowledge? 17 In a very short time Lebanon will become a fertile field, and
the fertile field will seem like a wood. 18And in that day those whose ears are stopped
will be hearing thewords of the book; and the eyes of the blindwill see through themist
and thedark. 19And thepoorwill have their joy in theLord increased, and those inneed
will be glad in theHolyOne of Israel. 20For the cruel one has come to nothing; and those
whomake sport of the Lord are gone; and thosewho arewatching to do evil are cut off:
21Who give help to a man in a wrong cause, and who put a net for the feet of him who
gives decisions in the public place, taking away a man's right without cause. 22For this
reason the Lord, the saviour of Abraham, says about the family of Jacob, Jacob will not
now be put to shame, or his face be clouded with fear. 23 But when they, the children
of Jacob, see the work of my hands among them, they will give honour to my name;
yes, they will give honour to the Holy One of Jacob, and go in fear of the God of Israel.
24Those whose hearts were turned away from him will get knowledge, and those who
made an outcry against himwill give attention to his teaching.

30
1Ho! uncontrolled children, says the Lord, who give effect to a purpose which is not

mine, and who make an agreement, but not by my spirit, increasing their sin: 2Who
make a move to go down into Egypt, without authority from me; who are looking to
the strength of Pharaoh for help, and whose hope is in the shade of Egypt. 3 And the
strength of Pharaohwill be your shame, and your hope in the shade of Egypt will come
to nothing. 4 For his chiefs are at Zoan, and his representatives have come to Hanes.
5For they have all comewith offerings to a people of no use to them, inwhom is no help
or profit, but only shame and a bad name. 6 The word about the Beasts of the South.
Through the land of trouble and grief, the land of the she-lion and the voice of the lion,
of the snakeand theburningwinged snake, they take theirwealth on thebacks of young
asses, and their stores on camels, to a people in whom is no profit. 7For there is no use
or purpose in the help of Egypt: so I have said about her, She is Rahab, who has come
to an end. 8 Now go, put it in writing before them on a board, and make a record of
it in a book, so that it may be for the future, a witness for all time to come. 9 For they
are an uncontrolled people, false-hearted, who will not give ear to the teaching of the
Lord: 10Who say to the seers, See not; and to the prophets, Do not give us word of what
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is true, but say false things to give us pleasure: 11Get out of the good way, turning from
the right road; do not keep theHoly One of Israel before ourminds. 12For this cause the
Holy One of Israel says, Because you will not give ear to this word, and are looking for
help in ways of deceit and evil, and are putting your hope in them: 13This sin will be to
you like a crack in a high wall, causing its fall suddenly and in a minute. 14And he will
let it be broken as a potter's vessel is broken: it will be smashed to bits without mercy;
so that there will not be a bit in which one may take fire from the fireplace, or water
from the spring. 15 For the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, said, In quiet and rest is your
salvation: peace andhopeare your strength: but youwouldnot have it so. 16Saying, No,
for we will go in flight on horses; so you will certainly go in flight: and, We will go on
the backs of quick-running beasts; so those who go after you will be quick-footed. 17A
thousand will go in fear before one; even before five you will go in flight: till you are
like a pillar by itself on the top of a mountain, and like a flag on a hill. 18 For this cause
the Lord will be waiting, so that he may be kind to you; and he will be lifted up, so that
he may have mercy on you; for the Lord is a God of righteousness: there is a blessing
on all whose hope is in him. 19O people, living in Zion, at Jerusalem, your weeping will
be ended; he will certainly have mercy on you at the sound of your cry; when it comes
to his ear, he will give you an answer. 20And though the Lord will give you the bread of
trouble and the water of grief, you will no longer put your teacher on one side, but you
will see your teacher: 21And at your back, when you are turning to the right hand or to
the left, a voicewill be sounding in your ears, saying, This is theway inwhich you are to
go. 22And you will make unclean what is covering your pictured images of silver, and
the plating of your images of gold: youwill send themaway as an unclean thing, saying,
Be gone! 23And he will give rain for your seed, so that you may put it in the earth; and
youwill havebread from theproduce of the earth, good andmore than enough for your
needs: in that day the cattle will get their food in wide grass-lands. 24And the oxen and
the young asses which are used for ploughing, will have salted grain which has been
made free from thewaste with fork and basket. 25And there will be rivers and streams
of water on every tall mountain and on every high hill, in the day when great numbers
are put to the sword, when the towers come down. 26 And the light of the moon will
be as the light of the sun, and the light of the sun will be seven times greater, as the
light of seven days, in the day when the Lord puts oil on the wounds of his people, and
makes them well from the blows they have undergone. 27 See, the name of the Lord is
coming from far, burning with his wrath, with thick smoke going up: his lips are full
of passion, and his tongue is like a burning fire: 28And his breath is as an overflowing
stream, coming up even to the neck, shaking the nations for their destruction, like the
shaking of grain in a basket: and hewill put a cord in themouths of the people, turning
them out of their way. 29You will have a song, as in the night when a holy feast is kept;
and youwill be glad in heart, as when they gowithmusic of the pipe to themountain of
the Lord, the Rock of Israel. 30And the Lord will send out the sound of his great voice,
and they will see his arm stretched out, with the heat of his wrath, and the flame of a
burning fire; with a cloud-burst, and storm, and a rain of ice. 31 For through the voice
of the Lord the Assyrianwill be broken, and the Lord's rodwill be lifted up against him.
32And every blow of the rod of his punishment, which the Lord will send on him, will
be with the sound of music: and with the waving of his sword the Lord will make war
againsthim. 33Foraplaceoffirehas longbeenready; yes, it hasbeenmadeready for the
king; he has made it deep and wide: it is massed with fire and much wood; the breath
of the Lord, like a stream of fire, puts a light to it.
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31
1Cursed are those who go down to Egypt for help, and who put their faith in horses;

looking to war-carriages for salvation, because of their numbers; and to horsemen,
because they are very strong; but they are not looking to the Holy One of Israel, or
turning their hearts to the Lord; 2 Though he is wise, and able to send evil, and his
purpose will not be changed; but he will go against the house of the evil-doers, and
against those to whom they are looking for help. 3 For the Egyptians are men, and not
God; and their horses are flesh, and not spirit: and when the Lord's hand is stretched
out, the helper and he who is helped will come down together. 4 For the Lord has said
to me, As a lion, or a young lion, makes an angry noise over his food, and if a band of
herdsmen comeout against him, hewill not be in fear of their voices, or give uphis food
for their noise: so the Lord of armies will come down to make war against Mount Zion
and its hill. 5 Like birds with outstretched wings, so will the Lord of armies be a cover
to Jerusalem; he will be a cover and salvation for it, going over it he will keep it from
danger. 6 Come back to him who has been so deeply sinned against by the children of
Israel. 7 For in that day they will all give up their images of silver and of gold, the sin
which theymade for themselves. 8Then the Assyrianwill come downby the sword, but
not of man; the sword, not of men, will be the cause of his destruction: and he will go
in flight from the sword, and his young men will be put to forced work. 9And his rock
will come to nothing because of fear, and his chiefs will go in flight from the flag, says
the Lord, whose fire is in Zion, and his altar in Jerusalem.

32
1See, a kingwill be ruling in righteousness, and chiefs will give right decisions. 2And

a man will be as a safe place from the wind, and a cover from the storm; as rivers of
water in a dry place, as the shade of a great rock in awaste land. 3And the eyes of those
who see will not be shut, and those who have hearing will give ear to the word. 4 The
manof sudden impulseswill becomewise in heart, andhewhose tongue is slowwill get
the power of talking clearly. 5The foolishmanwill no longer be named noble, and they
will not say of the false man that he is a man of honour. 6 For the foolish man will say
foolish things, having evil thoughts in his heart, working what is unclean, and talking
falsely about the Lord, to keep food from him who is in need of it, and water from him
whose soul is desiring it. 7 The designs of the false are evil, purposing the destruction
of the poor man by false words, even when he is in the right. 8 But the noble-hearted
man has noble purposes, and by these he will be guided. 9 Give ear to my voice, you
womenwho are living in comfort; give attention tomywords, you daughterswho have
no fear of danger. 10 In not much more than a year, you, who are not looking for evil,
will be troubled: for the produce of the vine-gardenswill be cut off, and therewill be no
getting in of the grapes. 11Be shaking with fear, you women who are living in comfort;
be troubled, you who have no fear of danger: take off your robes and put on clothing
of grief. 12Have sorrow for the fields, the pleasing fields, the fertile vine; 13And for the
land of my people, where thorns will come up; even for all the houses of joy in the glad
town. 14 For the fair houses will have no man living in them; the town which was full
of noise will become a waste; the hill and the watchtower will be unpeopled for ever, a
joy for the asses of the woods, a place of food for the flocks; 15Till the spirit comes on us
from on high, and thewaste land becomes a fertile field, and the fertile field is changed
into a wood. 16Then in the waste land there will be an upright rule, and righteousness
will have its place in the fertile field. 17 And the work of righteousness will be peace;
and the effect of an upright rulewill be to take away fear for ever. 18Andmypeoplewill
be living in peace, in houses where there is no fear, and in quiet resting-places. 19 But
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the tall trees will come down with a great fall, and the town will be low in a low place.
20Happy are you who are planting seed by all the waters, and sending out the ox and
the ass.

33
1Ho! you whomake waste those who did not make you waste; acting falsely to those

whowere not false to you. When you have come to an end ofwasting, youwill bemade
waste, and after your false acts, they will do the same to you. 2 O Lord, have mercy
on us; for we have been waiting for your help: be our strength every morning, our
salvation in time of trouble. 3At the loud noise the peoples have gone in flight; at your
coming up the nations have gone in all directions. 4 And the goods taken in war will
be got together like the massing of young locusts; men will be rushing on them like the
rushing of locusts. 5The Lord is lifted up; his place is on high: he has made Zion full of
righteousness and true religion. 6And she will have no more fear of change, being full
of salvation, wisdom, and knowledge: the fear of the Lord is her wealth. 7 See, the men
of war are sorrowing outside the town: those who came looking for peace are weeping
bitterly. 8Thehighwaysarewaste, noman is journeying there: theagreement isbroken,
he has made sport of the towns, he has no thought for man. 9 The earth is sorrowing
and wasting away; Lebanon is put to shame and has become waste; Sharon is like the
Arabah; and in Bashan and Carmel the leaves are falling. 10Now will I come forward,
says the Lord; nowwill I be lifted up; nowwillmypower be seen. 11Your designswill be
without profit, and their effect will be nothing: you will be burned up by the fire of my
breath. 12And the peoples will be like the burning of chalk: as thorns cut down, which
are burned in the fire. 13 Give ear, you who are far off, to what I have done: see my
power, you who are near. 14 The sinners in Zion are full of fear; the haters of God are
shaking with wonder. Who among us may keep his place before the burning fire? who
among us may see the eternal burnings? 15He whose ways are true, and whose words
are upright; he who gives no thought to the profits of false acts, whose hands have not
taken rewards, whowill have no part in puttingmen to death, andwhose eyes are shut
against evil; 16He will have a place on high: he will be safely shut in by the high rocks:
his bread will be given to him; his waters will be certain. 17Your eyes will see the king
in his glory: theywill be looking on a far-stretching land. 18Your heartwill give thought
to the cause of your fear: where is the scribe, where is he who made a record of the
payments, where is he by whom the towers were numbered? 19Never again will you
see the cruel people, a people whose tongue has no sense for you; whose language is
strange to you. 20Let your eyes be resting on Zion, the town of our holy feasts: you will
see Jerusalem, aquiet resting-place, a tentwhichwill notbemoved,whose tent-pinswill
never be pulled up, andwhose cords will never be broken. 21But there the Lordwill be
with us in his glory, ... wide rivers and streams; where no boat will go with blades, and
no fair ship will be sailing. 22 For the Lord is our judge, the Lord is our law-giver, the
Lord is our king; hewill be our saviour. 23Your cords have become loose; theywere not
able to make strong the support of their sails, the sail was not stretched out: then the
blind will takemuch property, the feeble-footed will make division of the goods of war.
24And themen of Zionwill not say, I am ill: for its peoplewill have forgiveness for their
sin.

34
1 Come near, you nations, and give ear; take note, you peoples: let the earth and

everything in it give ear; theworld and all those living in it. 2For the Lord is angrywith
all the nations, and his wrath is burning against all their armies: he has put them to the
curse, he has given them to destruction. 3Their dead bodies will be thick on the face of
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the earth, and their smell will come up, and the mountains will be flowing with their
blood, and all the hills will come to nothing. 4And the heavens will be rolled together
like the roll of a book: and all their armywill be gone, like a dead leaf from the vine, or
a dry fruit from the fig-tree. 5For my sword in heaven is full of wrath: see, it is coming
down onEdom, in punishment on the people ofmy curse. 6The sword of the Lord is full
of blood, it is fat with the best of the meat, with the blood of lambs and goats, with the
best parts of the sheep: for the Lord has a feast in Bozrah, and much cattle will be put
to death in the land of Edom. 7And the strong oxenwill go down to death together with
the smaller cattle. 8 For it is the day of the Lord's punishment, when he gives payment
for thewrongs done to Zion. 9And its streamswill be turned into boiling oil, and its dust
into burning stone, and all the land will be on fire. 10 It will not be put out day or night;
its smokewill go up for ever: it will bewaste from generation to generation; no onewill
go through it for ever. 11But thebirds of thewaste landwill have their place there; itwill
be a heritage for the bittern and the raven: and it will be measured out with line and
weight as awaste land. 12The jackalswill be there, andher great oneswill be gone; they
will say, There is no longer a kingdom there, and all her chiefswill have come to an end.
13And thornswill comeup inher fairhouses, andwasteplants inher strong towers: and
foxeswillmake their holes there, and it will be ameeting-place for ostriches. 14And the
beasts of thewaste placeswill come togetherwith the jackals, and the evil spiritswill be
crying to one another, even the night-spirit will come andmake her resting-place there.
15Thearrowsnakewillmakeherholeandputhereggs there, andgetheryoung together
under her shade: there the hawks will come together by twos. 16 See what is recorded
in the book of the Lord: all these will be there, not one without the other: the mouth of
the Lord has given the order, and his spirit hasmade them come together. 17And he has
given them their heritage, and by his hand it has beenmeasured out to them: it will be
theirs for ever, their resting-place from generation to generation.

35
1Thewaste land and the dry places will be glad; the lowlandwill have joy and be full

of flowers. 2 It will be flowering like the rose; it will be full of delight and songs; the
glory of Lebanon will be given to it; the pride of Carmel and Sharon: they will see the
glory of the Lord, the power of our God. 3Make strong the feeble hands, give support
to the shaking knees. 4 Say to those who are full of fear, Be strong and take heart: see,
your God will give punishment; the reward of God will come; he himself will come to
be your saviour. 5 Then the eyes of the blind will see, and the ears which are stopped
will be open. 6 Then will the feeble-footed be jumping like a roe, and the voice which
was stoppedwill be loud in song: for in thewaste land streamswill be bursting out, and
waters in the dry places. 7And the burning sand will become a pool, and the dry earth
springs of waters: the fields where the sheep take their food will becomewet land, and
water-plantswill take the place of grass. 8And a highwaywill be there; its namewill be,
TheHolyWay; the unclean and the sinnermaynot go over it, and thosewho go on itwill
not be turned out of the way by the foolish. 9No lion will be there, or any cruel beast;
theywill not be seen there; but those forwhom the Lord has given a price, 10Even those
whom he has made free, will come back again; they will come with songs to Zion; on
their heads will be eternal joy; delight and joy will be theirs, and sorrow and sounds of
grief will be gone for ever.

36
1And it came about in the fourteenth year of KingHezekiah that Sennacherib, king of

Assyria, came up against all the walled towns of Judah and took them. 2And the king of
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Assyria sent the Rab-shakeh from Lachish to Jerusalem to King Hezekiah with a strong
force, and he took up his position by the stream of the higher pool, by the highway of
thewasherman's 3And there came out to himEliakim, the son of Hilkiah, whowas over
the house, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah, the son of Asaph, the recorder. 4 And the
Rab-shakeh said to them, Say now to Hezekiah, These are the words of the great king,
the king of Assyria: Inwhat are you placing your hope? 5You say you have a design and
strength for war, but these are only words: now to whom are you looking for support,
that youhavegoneagainstmyauthority? 6See, youarebasingyourhopeon thatbroken
rod of Egypt, which will go into a man's hand if he makes use of it for a support; for so
is Pharaoh, king of Egypt, to all who put their faith in him. 7And if you say to me, Our
hope is in the Lord ourGod; is it not hewhose high places and altarsHezekiahhas taken
away, saying to Judah and Jerusalem that worship may only be given before this altar?
8 And now, take a chance with my master, the king of Assyria, and I will give you two
thousand horses, if you are able to put horsemen on them. 9How then may you put
to shame the least of my master's servants? and you have put your hope in Egypt for
war-carriages and horsemen: 10And have I now come to send destruction on this land
without the Lord's authority? It was the Lord himselfwho said tome, Go up against this
land and make it waste. 11 Then Eliakim and Shebna and Joah said to the Rab-shakeh,
Please make use of the Aramaean language in talking to your servants, for we are used
to it, and do notmake use of the Jews' language in the hearing of the people on thewall.
12But the Rab-shakeh said, Is it to your master or to you that mymaster has sent me to
say these words? has he not sent me to the men seated on the wall? for they are the
people who will be short of food with you when the town is shut in. 13 Then the Rab-
shakeh got up and said with a loud voice in the Jews' language, Give ear to the words
of the great king, the king of Assyria: 14This is what the king says: Do not be tricked by
Hezekiah, for there is no salvation for you in him. 15And do not let Hezekiahmake you
put your faith in theLord, saying, TheLordwill certainly keepus safe, and this townwill
not be given into the hands of the king of Assyria. 16Donot give ear toHezekiah, for this
iswhat the king ofAssyria says,Makepeacewithme, and comeout tome; and everyone
will be free to take the fruit of his vine and of his fig-tree, and the water of his spring;
17 Till I come and take you away to a land like yours, a land of grain and wine, a land
of bread and vine-gardens. 18Give no attention to Hezekiah when he says to you, The
Lord will keep us safe. Has any one of the gods of the nations kept his land from falling
into the hands of the king of Assyria? 19Where are the gods of Hamath and of Arpad?
where are the gods of Sepharvaim? where are the gods of Samaria? and have they kept
Samaria out of my hand? 20Who among all the gods of these countries have kept their
country from falling intomy hand, to give cause for the thought that the Lordwill keep
Jerusalem from falling into my hand? 21 But they kept quiet and gave him no answer:
for the king's order was, Give him no answer. 22 Then Eliakim, the son of Hilkiah, who
was over the house, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah, the son of Asaph, the recorder,
came to Hezekiahwith their clothing parted as a sign of grief, and gave him an account
of what the Rab-shakeh had said.

37
1 And on hearing it Hezekiah took off his robe and put on haircloth and went into

the house of the Lord. 2And he sent Eliakim, who was over the house, and Shebna the
scribe, and the chief priests, dressed inhaircloth, to Isaiah theprophet, the sonofAmoz.
3And they said to him, Hezekiah says, This day is a day of trouble and punishment and
shame: for the children are ready to come to birth, but there is no strength to give birth
to them. 4 It may be that the Lord your Godwill give ear to thewords of the Rab-shakeh,
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whom the king of Assyria, his master, has sent to say evil things against the living God,
andwillmakehiswords come tonothing: somakeyourprayer for the rest of thepeople.
5So the servants of KingHezekiah came to Isaiah. 6And Isaiah said to them, This iswhat
you are to say to your master: The Lord says, Be not troubled by the words which the
servants of the king of Assyria have said against me in your hearing. 7 See, I will put
a spirit into him, and bad news will come to his ears, and he will go back to his land;
and there I will have him put to death. 8 So the Rab-shakeh went back, and when he
got there the king of Assyriawasmakingwar against Libnah: for it had come to his ears
that thekingofAssyriahadgoneaway fromLachish. 9Andwhennews came tohim that
Tirhakah, kingofEthiopia, hadmadeanattackonhim, ... Andhe sent representatives to
Hezekiah, king of Judah, saying, 10This iswhat youare to say toHezekiah, king of Judah:
Let not yourGod, inwhom is your faith, give you a false hope, saying, Jerusalemwill not
be given into the hands of the king of Assyria. 11No doubt the story has come to your
ears of what the kings of Assyria have done to all lands, putting them to the curse: and
will you be kept safe from their fate? 12Did the gods of the nations keep safe those on
whommy fathers sent destruction, Gozan and Haran and Rezeph, and the children of
Edenwhowere in Telassar? 13Where is the king of Hamath, and the king of Arpad, and
the king of the town of Sepharvaim, of Hena, and Ivva? 14And Hezekiah took the letter
from thehands of thosewhohad comewith it; and after reading it, Hezekiahwent up to
the house of the Lord, opening the letter there before the Lord, 15And he made prayer
to the Lord, saying, 16O Lord of armies, the God of Israel, seated between the winged
ones, you only are the God of all the kingdoms of the earth; you havemade heaven and
earth. 17 Let your ear be turned to us, O Lord; let your eyes be open, O Lord, and see:
take note of all thewords of Sennacheribwho has sentmen to say evil against the living
God. 18 Truly, O Lord, the kings of Assyria have made waste all the nations and their
lands, 19 And have given their gods to the fire: for they were no gods, but wood and
stone, the work of men's hands; so they have given them to destruction. 20But now, O
Lord ourGod, give us salvation fromhis hand, so that itmaybe clear to all the kingdoms
of the earth that you, and you only, are the Lord. 21 Then Isaiah, the son of Amoz, sent
to Hezekiah, saying, The Lord, the God of Israel, says, The prayer you have made to me
against Sennacherib, king of Assyria, has come to my ears. 22 This is the word which
the Lord has said about him: In the eyes of the virgin daughter of Zion you are shamed
and laughed at; the daughter of Jerusalemhasmade sport of you. 23Againstwhomhave
you said evil and bitter things? and against whom has your voice been loud and your
eyes lifted up? even against the Holy One of Israel. 24You have sent your servants with
evil words against the Lord, and have said, With all my war-carriages I have come up
to the top of the mountains, to the inmost parts of Lebanon; and its tall cedars will be
cut down, and the best trees of its woods: I will come up into his highest places, into
his thick woods. 25 I have made water-holes and taken their waters, and with my foot I
have made all the rivers of Egypt dry. 26Has it not come to your ears how I did it long
before, purposing it in times long past? Now I have given effect to my design, so that
by you strong towns might be turned into masses of broken walls. 27 This is why their
townsmen had no power, they were broken and put to shame; they were like the grass
of the field, or a green plant; like the grass on the house-tops, which a cold windmakes
waste. 28 But I have knowledge of your getting up and your resting, of your going out
and your coming in. 29Because yourwrath againstme and your pride have come tomy
ears, I will put my hook in your nose and my cord in your lips, and I will make you go
back by the way you came. 30 And this will be the sign to you: you will get your food
this year from what comes up of itself, and in the second year from the produce of the
same; and in the third year you will put in your seed, and get in the grain, and make
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vine-gardens, and take of their fruit. 31And those of Judahwho are still livingwill again
take root in the earth, and give fruit. 32 For from Jerusalem those who have been kept
safe will go out, and those who are still living will go out of Mount Zion: by the fixed
purpose of the Lord of armies this will be done. 33 For this cause the Lord says about
the king of Assyria, He will not come into this town, or send an arrow against it; he will
not come before it with arms, or put up an earthwork against it. 34By the way he came
he will go back, and he will not get into this town. 35 For I will keep this town safe, for
my honour, and for the honour of my servant David. 36And the angel of the Lord went
out and put to death in the army of the Assyrians a hundred and eighty-five thousand
men: andwhen thepeople got up early in themorning, therewasnothing to be seenbut
dead bodies. 37 Sennacherib, king of Assyria, went back to his place at Nineveh. 38And
it came about, when he was worshipping in the house of Nisroch his god, that his sons
Adrammelech and Sharezer put him to death with the sword, and they went in flight
into the land of Ararat. And Esar-haddon, his son, became king in his place.

38
1 In those days Hezekiah was ill and near death. And Isaiah the prophet, the son of

Amoz, came to him, and said to him, The Lord says, Put your house in order; for your
death is near. 2And Hezekiah, turning his face to the wall, made his prayer to the Lord,
saying, 3O Lord, keep in mind how I have been true to you with all my heart, and have
done what is good in your eyes. And Hezekiah gave way to bitter weeping. 4 Then the
word of the Lord came to Isaiah, saying, 5Go to Hezekiah, and say, The Lord, the God of
David, your father, says, Yourprayerhas come tomyears, and Ihave seenyourweeping:
see, I will give you fifteen more years of life. 6 And I will keep you and this town safe
from the hands of the king of Assyria: and Iwill keepwatch over this town. 7And Isaiah
said, This is the sign the Lord will give you, that he will do what he has said: 8 See, I will
make the shade which has gone down on the steps of Ahaz with the sun, go back ten
steps. So the shade went back the ten steps by which it had gone down. 9Thewriting of
Hezekiah, king of Judah, after he had been ill, and had got better from his disease. 10 I
said, In the quiet of my days I am going down into the underworld: the rest of my years
are being taken away fromme. 11 I said, Iwill not see the Lord, even the Lord in the land
of the living: I will not see man again or those living in the world. 12My resting-place
is pulled up and taken away from me like a herdsman's tent: my life is rolled up like a
linen-worker's thread; I am cut off from the cloth on the frame: from day even to night
you giveme up to pain. 13 I am crying out with pain till themorning; it is as if a lionwas
crushing all my bones. 14 I make cries like a bird; I give out sounds of grief like a dove:
my eyes are looking upwith desire; O Lord, I am crushed, take upmy cause. 15What am
I to say? seeing that it is he who has done it: all my time of sleeping I am turning from
side to side without rest. 16O Lord, for this cause I am waiting for you, give rest to my
spirit: make me well again, and let me come back to life. 17 See, in place of peace my
soul had bitter sorrow. but you have kept back my soul from the underworld; for you
have put all my sins out of your memory. 18 For the underworld is not able to give you
praise, death gives you no honour: for those who go down into the underworld there is
no hope in yourmercy. 19The living, the living man, he will give you praise, as I do this
day: the father will give the story of your mercy to his children. 20O Lord, quickly be
my saviour; so wewill makemy songs to corded instruments all the days of our lives in
the house of the Lord. 21And Isaiah said, Let them take a cake of figs, and put it on the
diseased place, and hewill get well. 22AndHezekiah said,What is the sign that I will go
up to the house of the Lord?
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39
1At that timeMerodach-baladan, the sonofBaladan, kingofBabylon, sent letterswith

an offering to Hezekiah, because he had news that Hezekiah had been ill, and was well
again. 2AndHezekiahwas glad at their coming, and let them see all his store of wealth,
the silver and the gold and the spices and the oil, and all the house of his arms, and
everything there was in his stores: there was nothing in all his house or his kingdom
which he did not let them see. 3 Then Isaiah the prophet came to King Hezekiah, and
said to him, What did these men say, and where did they come from? And Hezekiah
said, They came from a far country, even from Babylon. 4And he said, What have they
seen in your house? And Hezekiah said in answer, They saw everything in my house:
there is nothing among my stores which I did not let them see. 5 Then said Isaiah to
Hezekiah, Give ear to theword of the Lord of armies: 6Truly, the days are comingwhen
everything in your house, andwhatever your fathers have put in store till this day, will
be taken away to Babylon: all will be gone. 7And your sons, even your offspring, will
they take away to be unsexed servants in the house of the king of Babylon. 8Then said
Hezekiah to Isaiah, Good is the word of the Lord which you have said. And he said in
his heart, There will be peace and quiet in my days.

40
1 Give comfort, give comfort, to my people, says your God. 2 Say kind words to

the heart of Jerusalem, crying out to her that her time of trouble is ended, that her
punishment is complete; that she has been rewarded by the Lord's hand twice over for
all her sins. 3A voice of one crying, Make ready in the waste land the way of the Lord,
make level in the lowland a highway for our God. 4 Let every valley be lifted up, and
every mountain and hill be made low, and let the rough places become level, and the
hilltops become a valley, 5 And the glory of the Lord will be made clear, and all flesh
will see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has said it. 6A voice of one saying, Give
a cry! And I said, What is my cry to be? All flesh is grass, and all its strength like the
flower of the field. 7 The grass becomes dry, the flower is dead; because the breath of
the Lord goes over it: truly the people is grass. 8 The grass is dry, the flower is dead;
but the word of our God is eternal. 9 You who give good news to Zion, get up into the
highmountain; you who give good news to Jerusalem, let your voice be strong; let it be
sounding without fear; say to the towns of Judah, See, your God! 10 See, the Lord God
will come as a strong one, ruling in power: see, those made free by him are with him,
and those whom he has made safe go before him. 11He will give food to his flock like
a keeper of sheep; with his arm he will get it together, and will take up the lambs on
his breast, gently guiding those which are with young. 12 In the hollow of whose hand
have the waters been measured? and who is able to take the heavens in his stretched-
out fingers? who has got together the dust of the earth in a measure? who has taken
the weight of the mountains, or put the hills into the scales? 13By whom has the spirit
of the Lord been guided, or who has been his teacher? 14Who gave him suggestions,
andmade clear to him the rightway? who gave himknowledge, guiding him in theway
of wisdom? 15 See, the nations are to him like a drop hanging from a bucket, and like
the small dust in the scales: he takes up the islands like small dust. 16And Lebanon is
not enough to make a fire with, or all its cattle enough for a burned offering. 17All the
nations are as nothing before him; even less than nothing, a thing of no value. 18Whom
then is God like, in your opinion? or what will you put forward as a comparison with
him? 19 The workman makes an image, and the gold-worker puts gold plates over it,
and makes silver bands for it. 20 The wise workman makes selection of the mulberry-
tree of the offering, a wood which will not become soft; so that the image may be fixed



Isaiah 40:21 635 Isaiah 41:17

to it and not be moved. 21Have you no knowledge of it? has it not come to your ears?
has not news of it been given to you from the first? has it not been clear to you from the
timewhen the earthwas placed on its base? 22 It is hewho is seated over the arch of the
earth, and the people in it are as small as locusts; by him the heavens are stretched out
like an arch, and made ready like a tent for a living-place. 23He makes rulers come to
nothing; the judges of the earth are of no value. 24 They have only now been planted,
and their seed put into the earth, and they have only now taken root, whenhe sends out
his breath over them and they become dry, and the storm-wind takes them away like
dry grass. 25Who then seems to you to bemy equal? says the Holy One. 26Let your eyes
be lifted up on high, and see: who has made these? He who sends out their numbered
army: who has knowledge of all their names: by whose great strength, because he is
strong in power, all of them are in their places. 27Why do you say, O Jacob, such words
as these, O Israel, The Lord's eyes are not on my way, and my God gives no attention to
my cause? 28Have you no knowledge of it? has it not come to your ears? The eternal
God, the Lord, the Maker of the ends of the earth, is never feeble or tired; there is no
searching out of his wisdom. 29He gives power to the feeble, increasing the strength of
himwhohas no force. 30Even the youngmenwill become feeble and tired, and the best
of them will come to the end of his strength; 31But those who are waiting for the Lord
will have new strength; they will get wings like eagles: running, they will not be tired,
and walking, they will have no weariness.

41
1Come quietly beforeme, O sea-lands, and let the peoples get together their strength:

let themcomenear; then let themsaywhat theyhave to say: letusput forwardourcause
against one another. 2Whosent out from the east onewho is rightwherever he goes? he
gives the nations into his hands, and makes him ruler over kings; he gives them as the
dust to his sword, as dry stems before the wind to his bow. 3He goes after them safely,
not touching the roadwith his feet. 4Whose purpose andworkwas it? Hiswho sent out
the generations from the start. I the Lord, the first, and with the last, I am he. 5The sea-
lands sawit, andwere in fear; theendsof theearthwere shaking: theycamenear. 6They
gave help everyone to his neighbour; and everyone said to his brother, Take heart! 7 So
themetal-worker put heart into the gold-worker, andhewhowas hammering themetal
smooth said kind words to the iron-worker, saying of the plate, It is ready: and he put
it together with nails, so that there might be no slipping. 8 But as for you, Israel, my
servant, and you, Jacob, whom I have taken formyself, the seed of Abrahammy friend:
9Youwhom I have taken from the ends of the earth, and sent for from its farthest parts,
saying to you, You aremy servant, whom I have taken for myself, and whom I have not
given up: 10Have no fear, for I amwith you; do not be looking about in trouble, for I am
your God; Iwill give you strength, yes, I will be your helper; yes,my true right handwill
be your support. 11Truly, all those who are angry with youwill bemade low and put to
shame: those desiring to do you wrong will come to nothing and never again be seen.
12Youwill make search for your haters but they will not be there; those whomake war
against youwill be as nothing andwill come to destruction. 13For I, the Lord your God,
have taken your right hand in mine, saying to you, Have no fear; I will be your helper.
14Have no fear, you worm Jacob, and you men of Israel; I will be your helper, says the
Lord, even he who takes up your cause, the Holy One of Israel. 15 See, I will make you
like a new grain-crushing instrument with teeth, crushing the mountains small, and
making the hills like dry stems. 16 You will send the wind over them, and it will take
them away; they will go in all directions before the storm-wind: you will have joy in
the Lord, and be glad in the Holy One of Israel. 17The poor and crushed are looking for
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water where no water is, and their tongue is dry for need of it: I the Lord will give ear
to their prayer, I the God of Israel will not give them up. 18 I will make rivers on the dry
mountain-tops, and fountains in the valleys: I will make the waste land a pool of water,
and the dry land springs of water. 19 I will put in the waste land the cedar, the acacia,
themyrtle, and the olive-tree; and in the lowlandwill be planted the fir-tree, the plane,
and the cypress together: 20 So that they may see and be wise and give their mind to it,
and that it may be clear to them all that the hand of the Lord has done this, and that the
Holy One of Israel hasmade it. 21Put forward your cause, says the Lord; let your strong
argument come out, says the King of Jacob. 22Let the future bemade clear to us: give us
news of the past things, so that we may give thought to them; or of the things to come,
so that wemay see if they are true. 23Give us word of what will be after this, so that we
may be certain that you are gods: yes, do good or do evil, so thatwemay all see it and be
surprised. 24But you are nothing, and your work is of no value: foolish is he who takes
you for his gods. 25 I have sent for one from the north, and from the dawn he has come;
in my name he will get rulers together and go against them; they will be like dust, even
as thewet earth is stamped on by the feet of the potter. 26Whohas given knowledge of it
from thefirst, so thatwemaybe certain of it? and from the start, so thatwemay say, His
word is true? There is no onewho gives news, or says anything, orwho gives ear to your
words. 27 I was the first to giveword of it to Zion, and I gave the good news to Jerusalem.
28And I saw that there was noman, even nowiseman among them, whomight give an
answer tomy questions. 29Truly they are all nothing, theirworks are nothing and of no
value: their metal images are of nomore use than wind.

42
1Seemy servant, whom I am supporting,my loved one, inwhom I take delight: I have

putmy spirit on him; hewill give the knowledge of the true God to the nations. 2Hewill
make no cry, his voice will not be loud: his words will not come to men's ears in the
streets. 3 He will not let a crushed stem be quite broken, and he will not let a feebly
burning light be put out: he will go on sending out the true word to the peoples. 4His
lightwill notbeput out, andhewill notbe crushed, till hehas given theknowledgeof the
true God to the earth, and the sea-lands will be waiting for his teaching. 5God the Lord,
even he whomade the heavens, measuring them out on high; stretching out the earth,
and giving its produce; he who gives breath to the people on it, and life to those who go
about on it, says: 6 I the Lord havemade you the vessel of my purpose, I have taken you
by the hand, and kept you safe, and I have given you to be an agreement to the people,
and a light to the nations: 7To give eyes to the blind, tomake free the prisoners from the
prison, to let out those who are shut up in the dark. 8 I am the Lord; that is my name: I
will not give my glory to another, or my praise to pictured images. 9 See, the things said
before have come about, and now I give word of new things: before they come I give
you news of them. 10Make a new song to the Lord, and let his praise be sounded from
the end of the earth; you who go down to the sea, and everything in it, the sea-lands
and their people. 11 Let the waste land and its flocks be glad, the tent-circles of Kedar;
let the people of the rock give a glad cry, from the top of the mountains let them make
a sound of joy. 12 Let them give glory to the Lord, sounding his praise in the sea-lands.
13TheLordwill goout as amanofwar, hewill bemoved towrath likeafighting-man: his
voicewill be strong, hewill give a loud cry; hewill go against his attackers like aman of
war. 14 I have long been quiet, I have kept myself in and done nothing: now I will make
sounds of pain like a woman in childbirth, breathing hard and quickly. 15 I will make
waste mountains and hills, drying up all their plants; and I will make rivers dry, and
pools dry land. 16And I will take the blind by a way of which they had no knowledge,
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guiding them by roads strange to them: I will make the dark places light before them,
and the rough places level. These thingswill I do andwill not give themup. 17Theywill
be turned back and be greatly shamed who put their hope in pictured images, who say
tometal images, Youare our gods. 18Give ear, youwhose ears are shut; and let your eyes
be open, you blind, so that you may see. 19Who is blind, but my servant? who has his
ears stopped, but hewhom I send? who is blind asmy true one, orwhohas his ears shut
like the Lord's servant? 20Seeingmuch, but keeping nothing inmind; his ears are open,
but there is no hearing. 21 It was the Lord's pleasure, because of his righteousness, to
make the teaching great and give it honour. 22But this is a people whose property has
been taken away from themby force; they are all taken in holes, and shut up in prisons:
they are made prisoners, and no one makes them free; they are taken by force and no
one says, Give them back. 23Who is there among you who will give ear to this? who
will give attention to it for the time to come? 24Who gave up Jacob to those who took
away his goods, and Israel to his attackers? Did not the Lord? he against whom they did
wrong, and in whose ways they would not go, turning away from his teaching. 25 For
this reason he let loose on him the heat of his wrath, and his strength was like a flame;
and it put fire round about him, but he did not see it; he was burned, but did not take it
to heart.

43
1 But now, says the Lord your Maker, O Jacob, and your life-giver, O Israel: have no

fear, for I have taken up your cause; naming you by your name, I havemade youmine.
2When you go through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they will
not go over you: when you go through the fire, you will not be burned; and the flame
will have no power over you. 3For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your
saviour; I have given Egypt as a price for you, Ethiopia and Seba for you. 4 Because of
your value in my eyes, you have been honoured, and loved by me; so I will give men
for you, and peoples for your life. 5Have no fear, for I am with you: I will take your
seed from the east, and get you together from the west; 6 I will say to the north, Give
them up; and to the south, Do not keep them back; send backmy sons from far, andmy
daughters from the end of the earth; 7Every onewho is named bymy name, andwhom
I have made for my glory, who has been formed and designed by me. 8 Send out the
blind people who have eyes, and those who have ears, but they are shut. 9 Let all the
nations come together, and let the peoples be present: who among them is able tomake
this clear, and give us word of earlier things? let their witnesses come forward, so that
theymay be seen to be true, and that theymay give ear, and say, It is true. 10You aremy
witnesses, says theLord, andmy servantwhomIhave taken formyself: so that youmay
see and have faith in me, and that it may be clear to you that I am he; before me there
was noGod formed, and therewill not be afterme. 11 I, even I, am the Lord; and there is
no saviour but me. 12 I gave the word, and made it clear, and there was no strange god
among you: for this reason you aremywitnesses, says the Lord. 13From time long past
I am God, and from this day I am he: there is no one who is able to take you out of my
hand: when I undertake a thing, by whom will my purpose be changed? 14 The Lord,
who has taken up your cause, the Holy One of Israel, says, Because of you I have sent to
Babylon, and made all their seers come south, and the Chaldaeans whose cry is in the
ships. 15 I am the Lord, yourHolyOne, theMaker of Israel, your King. 16This is theword
of the Lord, who makes a way in the sea, and a road through the deep waters; 17Who
sends out the war-carriages and the horses, the armywith all its force; they have come
down, they will not get up again; like a feebly burning light they are put out. 18Give no
thought to the things which are past; let the early times go out of your minds. 19 See, I
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am doing a new thing; now it is starting; will you not take note of it? I will evenmake a
way in the waste land, and rivers in the dry country. 20The beasts of the field will give
me honour, the jackals and the ostriches: because I send out waters in the waste land,
and rivers in the dry country, to give drink to the people whom I have taken formyself:
21Even the peoplewhom Imade to be thewitnesses ofmy praise. 22But you havemade
no prayer tome, O Jacob: and youhave given no thought tome, O Israel. 23Youhave not
made me burned offerings of sheep, or given me honour with your offerings of beasts;
I did not make you servants to give me an offering, and I did not make you tired with
requests for perfumes. 24You have not got me sweet-smelling plants with your money,
or givenme pleasure with the fat of your offerings: but you havemademe a servant to
your sins, and you have made me tired with your evil doings. 25 I, even I, am he who
takes away your sins; and I will no longer keep your evil doings in mind. 26 Put me in
mind of this; let us take up the cause between us: put forward your cause, so that you
may be seen to be in the right. 27 Your first father was a sinner, and your guides have
gone againstmyword. 28Your chiefs havemademy holy place unclean, so I havemade
Jacob a curse, and Israel a thing of shame.

44
1Andnow, giveear,O Jacobmyservant, and IsraelwhomIhave taken formyself: 2The

Lord who made you, forming you in your mother's body, the Lord, your helper, says,
Have no fear, O Jacob my servant, and you, Jeshurun, whom I have taken for myself.
3For I will sendwater on the land needing it, and streams on the dry earth: I will let my
spirit comedownon your seed, andmyblessing on your offspring. 4And theywill come
up like grass in awell-wateredfield, likewater-plants by the streams. 5Onewill say, I am
theLord's; andanotherwill givehimself thename, Jacob; anotherwill put amarkonhis
hand, I am the Lord's, and another will take the name of Israel for himself. 6The Lord,
theKingof Israel, even theLordof armieswhohas takenuphis cause, says, I am thefirst
and the last, and there is no God but me. 7 If there is one like me, let him come forward
and say it, let himmake it clear and put it in order beforeme: whohasmade clear in the
past the things to come? let him make clear the future to me. 8Have no fear, be strong
in heart; have I not made it clear to you in the past, and let you see it? and you are my
witnesses. Is there any God but me, or a Rock of whom I have no knowledge? 9 Those
whomake a pictured image are all of themas nothing, and the things of their desirewill
be of no profit to them: and their servants see not, and have no knowledge; so they will
be put to shame. 10Whoever makes a god, makes nothing but a metal image in which
there is no profit. 11 Truly, all those who make use of secret arts will be put to shame,
and their words of power are only words of men: let them all come forward together;
they will all be in fear and be put to shame. 12 The iron-worker is heating the metal in
the fire, giving it form with his hammers, and working on it with his strong arm: then
for need of food his strength gives way, and for need of water he becomes feeble. 13The
woodworker is measuring out the wood with his line, marking it out with his pencil:
after smoothing it with his plane, andmaking circles on it with his instrument, he gives
it the form and glory of a man, so that it may be placed in the house. 14He has cedars
cut down for himself, he takes an oak and lets it get strong among the trees of thewood;
he has an ash-tree planted, and the rain gives it growth. 15Then it will be used to make
a fire, so that amanmay get warm; he has the oven heatedwith it andmakes bread: he
makes a godwith it, towhich he givesworship: hemakes a pictured image out of it, and
goes down on his face before it. 16With part of it hemakes a fire, and on the fire he gets
meat cooked and takes a full meal: hemakes himself warm, and says, Aha! I amwarm,
I have seen the fire: 17And the rest of it hemakes into a god, even his pictured image: he
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goes down on his face before it, giving worship to it, andmaking prayer to it, saying, Be
my saviour; for you are my god. 18They have no knowledge or wisdom; for he has put
a veil over their eyes, so that theymay not see; and on their hearts, so that theymay not
give attention. 19And no one takes note, no one has enough knowledge or wisdom to
say, I have put part of it in the fire, andmade bread on it; I have had ameal of the flesh
cooked with it: and am I now to make the rest of it into a false god? am I to go down on
my face before a bit of wood? 20As for himwhose food is the dust of a dead fire, he has
been turned from the way by a twisted mind, so that he is unable to keep himself safe
by saying, What I have here in my hand is false. 21Keep these things in mind, O Jacob;
and you Israel, for you aremy servant: I havemade you; you aremy servant; O Israel, I
will not let you go out ofmymemory. 22 I have put your evil doings out ofmymind like a
thick cloud, and your sins like a mist: come back to me; for I have taken up your cause.
23Make a song, Oheavens, for the Lord has done it: give a loud cry, you deep parts of the
earth: let yourvoicesbe loud in song, youmountains, andyouwoodswithall your trees:
for theLordhas takenup the causeof Jacob, andwill let his glorybe seen in Israel. 24The
Lord, who has taken up your cause, andwho gave you life in yourmother's body, says, I
am the Lordwhomakes all things; stretching out the heavens bymyself, and giving the
earth its limits; who was with me? 25Who makes the signs of those who give word of
the future come to nothing, so that thosewho have knowledge of secret arts go off their
heads; turning the wise men back, and making their knowledge foolish: 26Whomakes
theword of his servants certain, and gives effect to the purposes of his representatives;
who says of Jerusalem, Her people will come back to her; and of the towns of Judah, I
will give orders for their building, andwill make her waste places fertile again: 27Who
says to the deep, Be dry, and I will make your rivers dry: 28Who says of Cyrus, He will
take care ofmy sheep, andwill do allmy pleasure: who says of Jerusalem, Iwill give the
word for your building; and of the Temple, Your bases will be put in place.

45
1 The Lord says to the man of his selection, to Cyrus, whom I have taken by the right

hand, putting down nations before him, and taking away the arms of kings; making
the doors open before him, so that the ways into the towns may not be shut; 2 I will go
before you, and make the rough places level: the doors of brass will be broken, and
the iron rods cut in two: 3And I will give you the stores of the dark, and the wealth of
secret places, so that you may be certain that I am the Lord, who gave you your name,
even the God of Israel. 4Because of Jacobmy servant, and Israel whom I have taken for
myself, I have sent for you by name, giving you a name of honour, though you had no
knowledge of me. 5 I am the Lord, and there is no other; there is no God but me: I will
make you ready for war, though you had no knowledge of me: 6 So that they may see
from the east and from the west that there is no God but me: I am the Lord, and there
is no other. 7 I am the giver of light and the maker of the dark; causing blessing, and
sending troubles; I am the Lord, who does all these things. 8 Let righteousness come
down, O heavens, from on high, and let the sky send it down like rain: let the earth be
open to give the fruit of salvation, causing righteousness to come up with it; I the Lord
have made it come about. 9 Cursed is he who has an argument with his Maker, the pot
which has an argument with the Potter! Will the wet earth say to him who is working
with it, What are you doing, that your work has nothing by which it may be gripped?
10 Cursed is he who says to a father, To what are you giving life? or to a woman, What
are you in birth-pains with? 11 The Lord, the Holy One of Israel, and his Maker, says,
Will you put a question to me about the things which are to come, or will you give me
orders about my sons, and the work of my hands? 12 I have made the earth, forming
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man on it: by my hands the heavens have been stretched out, and all the stars put in
their ordered places. 13 I have sent him out to overcome the nations, and I will make
all his ways straight: I will give him the work of building my town, and he will let my
prisoners go free, without price or reward, says the Lord of armies. 14 The Lord says,
The workmen of Egypt, and the traders of Ethiopia, and the tall Sabaeans, will come
over the sea to you, and they will be yours; they will go after you; in chains they will
come over: and they will go down on their faces before you, and will make prayer to
you, saying, Truly, God is among you; and there is no other God. 15 Truly, you have a
secret God, the God of Israel is a Saviour! 16All thosewho have gone against himwill be
put to shame; the makers of images will be made low. 17But the Lord will make Israel
free with an eternal salvation: you will not be put to shame or made low for ever and
ever. 18 For this is the word of the Lord who made the heavens; he is God; the maker
and designer of the earth; who made it not to be a waste, but as a living-place for man:
I am the Lord, and there is no other. 19 I have not given my word in secret, in a place in
the underworld; I did not say to the seed of Jacob, Go into a waste land tomake request
of me: I the Lord say what is true, my word is righteousness. 20 Come together, even
come near, you nations who are still living: they have no knowledge who take up their
image ofwood, andmake prayer to a god inwhom is no salvation. 21Give theword, put
forward your cause, let us have a discussion together: who has given news of this in the
past? whomade it clear in early times? did not I, the Lord? and there is no God butme;
a true God and a saviour; there is no other. 22 Let your hearts be turned to me, so that
you may have salvation, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is no other.
23Bymyself have I taken an oath, a trueword has gone frommymouth, andwill not be
changed, that tome every kneewill be bent, and every tonguewill give honour. 24Only
in the Lord will Jacob overcome and be strong: together all those whowere angry with
himwill beput to shameandcome todestruction. 25 In theLordwill all the seedof Israel
get their rights, and they will give glory to him.

46
1Bel is bent down, Nebo is falling; their images are on the beasts and on the cattle: the

things which you took about have become a weight to the tired beast. 2 They are bent
down, they are falling together: they were not able to keep their images safe, but they
themselves have been taken prisoner. 3 Give ear to me, O family of Jacob, and all the
rest of the people of Israel, who have been supported byme from their birth, and have
been my care from their earliest days: 4Even when you are old I will be the same, and
when you are grey-haired I will take care of you: I will still be responsible for what I
made; yes, I will take you and keep you safe. 5Who in your eyes is my equal? or what
comparison will you make with me? 6As for those who take gold out of a bag, and put
silver in the scales, they give payment to a gold-worker, to make it into a god; they go
downon their faces and give itworship. 7They put himon their backs, and take himup,
and put him in his fixed place, from which he may not be moved; if a man gives a cry
for help to him, he is unable to give an answer, or get him out of his trouble. 8Keep this
in mind and be shamed; let it come back to your memory, you sinners. 9Let the things
which are past come to yourmemory: for I amGod, and there is no other; I amGod, and
there is no one like me; 10Making clear from the first what is to come, and from past
times the things which have not so far come about; saying, My purpose is fixed, and I
will do allmypleasure; 11Sending for a bird of strongflight from the east, themanofmy
purpose from a far country; I have said it, and I will give effect to it; the thing designed
by me will certainly be done. 12Give ear to me, you feeble-hearted, who have no faith
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in my righteousness: 13My righteousness is near, it is not far off; salvation will come
quickly; and I will make Zion free, and give Israel my glory.

47
1Come and take your seat in the dust, O virgin daughter of Babylon; come down from

your seat of power, and take your place on the earth, O daughter of the Chaldaeans:
for you will never again seem soft and delicate. 2 Take the crushing-stones and get the
meal crushed: take off your veil, put away your robe, let your legs be uncovered, go
through the rivers. 3 The shame of your unclothed condition will be seen by all: I will
give punishment without mercy, 4 Says the Lord who takes up our cause; the Lord of
armies is his name, the Holy One of Israel. 5 Be seated in the dark without a word, O
daughter of the Chaldaeans: for you will no longer be named, The Queen of Kingdoms.
6 I was angry with my people, I put shame on my heritage, and gave them into your
hands: you had no mercy on them; you put a cruel yoke on those who were old; 7And
you said, I will be a queen for ever: you did not give attention to these things, and did
not keep in mind what would come after. 8 So now take note of this, you who are given
up to pleasure, living without fear of evil, saying in your heart, I am, and there is no
one like me; I will never be a widow, or have my children taken from me. 9 But these
two things will come on you suddenly in one day, the loss of children and of husband:
in full measure they will come on you, for all your secret arts, and all your wonders.
10 For you had faith in your evil-doing; you said, No one sees me; by your wisdom and
knowledge you have been turned out of the way: and you have said in your heart, I
am, and there is no other. 11 Because of this evil will come on you, which may not be
turned away for any price: and trouble will overtake you, from which no money will
give salvation: destruction will come on you suddenly, without your knowledge. 12Go
on now with your secret arts, and all your wonder-working, to which you have given
yourself up from your earliest days; it may be that they will be of profit to you, or by
them youmay put fear into your attackers. 13But yourmind is troubled by the number
of your guides: let them now come forward for your salvation: the measurers of the
heavens, the watchers of the stars, and those who are able to say frommonth tomonth
what things are coming on you. 14 Truly, they have become like dry stems, they have
been burned in the fire; they are not able to keep themselves safe from the power of the
flame: it is not a coal forwarming them, or afirebywhichamanmaybe seated. 15Small
profit have you had from thosewho, fromyour earliest days, got great profit out of you;
they have gone in flight, every one straight before him, and you have no saviour.

48
1 Give ear to this, O family of Jacob, you who are named by the name of Israel, and

have come out of the body of Judah; who take oaths by the name of the Lord, andmake
useof thenameof theGodof Israel, butnot trulyandnot ingood faith. 2For they say that
they are of the holy town, and put their faith in the God of Israel: the Lord of armies is
his name. 3 I gave word in the past of the things which came about; they came frommy
mouth, and I made them clear: suddenly I did them, and they came about. 4 Because
I saw that your heart was hard, and that your neck was an iron cord, and your brow
brass; 5For this reason Imade it clear to you in the past, before it came I gave youword
of it: for fear that you might say, My god did these things, and my pictured and metal
images made them come about. 6All this has come to your ears and you have seen it;
will you not givewitness to it? I amnowmaking clear new things, even secret things, of
which you had no knowledge. 7They have only now been effected, and not in the past:
and before this day they had not come to your ears; for fear that you might say, I had
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knowledge of them. 8Truly you had no word of them, no knowledge of them; no news
of them in the past had come to your ears; because I saw how falsewas your behaviour,
and that your heart was turned against me from your earliest days. 9 Because of my
name I will put away my wrath, and for my praise I will keep myself from cutting you
off. 10 See, I have been testing you for myself like silver; I have put you through the fire
of trouble. 11Formyself, even because ofmyname, Iwill do it; for Iwill not letmyname
be shamed; and my glory I will not give to another. 12Give ear to me, Jacob, and Israel,
my loved one; I am he, I am the first and I am the last. 13Yes, by my hand was the earth
placed on its base, and by my right hand the heavens were stretched out; at my word
they take up their places. 14Come together, all of you, and give ear; who among you has
given news of these things? the Lord's loved onewill do his pleasurewith Babylon, and
with the seed of the Chaldaeans. 15 I, even I, have given the word; I have sent for him:
I have made him come, and have given effect to his undertakings. 16Come near to me,
and give ear to this; from the start I did not keep it secret; from the time of its coming
into existence I was there: and now the Lord God has sent me, and given me his spirit.
17 The Lord who takes up your cause, the Holy One of Israel, says, I am the Lord your
God, who is teaching you for your profit, guiding you by theway inwhich you are to go.
18 If only you had given ear tomy orders, then your peace would have been like a river,
and your righteousness as the waves of the sea: 19 Your seed would have been like the
sand, and your offspring like the dust: your name would not be cut off or come to an
end beforeme. 20Go out of Babylon, go in flight from the Chaldaeans; with the sound of
song make it clear, give the news, let the word go out even to the end of the earth: say,
TheLordhas takenup the cause of his servant Jacob. 21Theyhadnoneedofwaterwhen
he was guiding them through the waste lands: he made water come out of the rock for
them: the rock was parted and the waters came flowing out. 22There is no peace, says
the Lord, for the evil-doers.

49
1Give ear, O sea-lands, tome; and takenote, youpeoples fromfar: I havebeenmarked

out by the Lord from the first; when I was still inmymother's body, he hadmy name in
mind: 2 And he has made my mouth like a sharp sword, in the shade of his hand he
has kept me; and he hasmademe like a polished arrow, keepingme in his secret place;
3And he said to me, You are my servant, Israel, in whommy glory will be seen; 4And I
said, I have undergone weariness for nothing, I have givenmy strength for no purpose
or profit: but still the Lord will take up my cause, and my God will give memy reward.
5Andnow, says theLord,whomademehis servantwhen Iwas still inmymother's body,
so that I might make Jacob come back to him, and so that Israel might come together to
him: and Iwas honoured in the eyes of the Lord, andmyGodbecamemy strength. 6 It is
not enough for onewho ismy servant to put the tribes of Jacob again in their place, and
to get back those of Israel who have been sent away: my purpose is to give you as a light
to the nations, so that you may be my salvation to the end of the earth. 7The Lord who
takes up Israel's cause, even his Holy One, says to him whom men make sport of, who
is hated by the nations, a servant of rulers: Kings will see and get up from their places,
and chiefs will giveworship: because of the Lordwho keeps faith; even theHoly One of
Israel who has taken you for himself. 8This is the word of the Lord: I have given ear to
you at a good time, and I have been your helper in a day of salvation: and Iwill keep you
safe, andwillmake youa glory for the people, putting the land in order, and giving them
the heritageswhich nowarewaste; 9Saying to thosewho are in chains, Go free; to those
whoare in thedark, Comeout into the light. Theywill get foodby thewaywherever they
go, andhave grass-lands onall thedrymountain-tops. 10Theywill not be inneedof food
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or drink, or be troubled by the heat or the sun: for he who has mercy on them will be
their guide, taking them by the springs of water. 11And I will make all my mountains
a way, and my highways will be lifted up. 12 See, these are coming from far; and these
from the north and thewest; and these from the land of Sinim. 13Let your voice be loud
in song, O heavens; and be glad, O earth; make sounds of joy, Omountains, for the Lord
has given comfort to his people, and will have mercy on his crushed ones. 14 But Zion
said, The Lord has given me up, I have gone from his memory. 15Will a woman give
up the child at her breast, will she be without pity for the fruit of her body? yes, these
may, but I will not let you go out of my memory. 16 See, your name is marked on my
hands; your walls are ever beforeme. 17Your builders are coming quickly; your haters
and those who made you waste will go out of you. 18 Let your eyes be lifted up round
about, and see: they are all coming together to you. By my life, says the Lord, truly you
will put them all on you as an ornament, and be clothed with them like a bride. 19 For
though the waste places of your land have been given to destruction, now you will not
bewide enough for your people, and thosewhomade youwastewill be far away. 20The
children to whom you gave birth in other lands will say in your ears, The place is not
wide enough for me: make room for me to have a resting-place. 21 Then you will say
in your heart, Who has givenme all these children? whenmy children had been taken
fromme, and I was no longer able to have others, who took care of these? when I was
bymyself, where thenwere these? 22This is theword of the LordGod: See, Iwillmake a
signwithmy hand to the nations, and put upmy flag for the peoples; and theywill take
up your sons on their beasts, and your daughters on their backs. 23And kings will take
care of you, and queenswill give you theirmilk: theywill go down on their faces before
you, kissing the dust of your feet; and you will be certain that I am the Lord, and that
those who put their hope in me will not be shamed. 24Will the goods of war be taken
from the strong man, or the prisoners of the cruel one be let go? 25 But the Lord says,
Even the prisoners of the strongwill be taken fromhim, and the cruelmade to let go his
goods: for I will take up your cause against your haters, and I will keep your children
safe. 26And the flesh of your attackers will be taken by themselves for food; and they
will take their blood for drink, as if it was sweet wine: and all men will see that I the
Lord am your saviour, even he who takes up your cause, the Strong One of Jacob.

50
1This is theword of the Lord: Where is the statementwhich I gave yourmotherwhen

I put her away? or to which of my creditors have I given you for money? It was for
your sins that youwere given into the hands of others, and for your evil-doingwas your
mother put away. 2Why, then, when I came, was there no man? and no one to give
answer to my voice? has my hand become feeble, so that it is unable to take up your
cause? or have I no power to make you free? See, at my word the sea becomes dry,
I make the rivers a waste land: their fish are dead for need of water, and make an evil
smell. 3Byme theheavens are clothedwith black, and Imakehaircloth their robe. 4The
Lord God has given me the tongue of those who are experienced, so that I may be able
to give the word a special sense for the feeble: every morning my ear is open to his
teaching, like thosewho are experienced: 5And I have not putmyself against him, or let
myheart be turnedback fromhim. 6 Iwasofferingmyback to thosewhogavemeblows,
andmy face to thosewhowere pulling outmyhair: I did not keepmy face covered from
marks of shame. 7 For the Lord God is my helper; I will not be put to shame: so I have
mademy face like a rock, and I am certain that hewill givememy right. 8Hewho takes
upmy cause is near; whowill go to lawwithme? let us come together before the judge:
who is against me? let him come near to me. 9 See, the Lord God is my helper; who will
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give a decision against me? truly, all of them will become old like a robe; they will be
food for the worm. 10Who among you has the fear of the Lord, giving ear to the voice
of his servant who has been walking in the dark and has no light? Let him put his faith
in the name of the Lord, looking to his God for support. 11 See, all you whomake a fire,
arming yourselves with burning branches: go in the flame of your fire, and among the
branches you have put a light to. This will you have frommy hand, you will make your
bed in sorrow.

51
1 Give ear to me, you who are searching for righteousness, who are looking for the

Lord: see the rock from which you were cut out, and the hole out of which you were
taken. 2 Let your thoughts be turned to Abraham, your father, and to Sarah, who gave
you birth: for when hewas but one, my voice came to him, and I gave himmy blessing,
and made him a great people. 3 For the Lord has given comfort to Zion: he has made
glad all her brokenwalls;makingherwaste places like Eden, and changingher dry land
into thegardenof theLord; joyanddelightwill be there, praiseand the soundofmelody.
4Give attention tome, Omypeople; and give ear tome, Omynation; for teachingwill go
out fromme, and the knowledge of the trueGodwill be a light to the peoples. 5Suddenly
willmy righteousness come near, andmy salvationwill be shining out like the light; the
sea-lands will be waiting for me, and they will put their hope in my strong arm. 6 Let
your eyes be lifted up to the heavens, and turned to the earth which is under them: for
the heavens will go in flight like smoke, and the earth will become old like a coat, and
its people will come to destruction like insects: but my salvation will be for ever, and
my righteousnesswill not come to an end. 7Give ear tome, youwho have knowledge of
righteousness, inwhose heart ismy law; have no fear of the evilwords ofmen, and give
no thought to their curses. 8For like a coat theywill be food for the insect, thewormwill
make ameal of them like wool: butmy righteousness will be for ever, andmy salvation
to all generations. 9Awake! awake! put on strength, O arm of the Lord, awake! as in
the old days, in the generations long past. Was it not by you that Rahab was cut in two,
and the dragonWounded? 10Did younotmake the sea dry, thewaters of the great deep?
did you not make the deep waters of the sea a way for the Lord's people to go through?
11Those whom the Lord has made free will come back with songs to Zion; and on their
heads will be eternal joy: delight and joy will be theirs, and sorrow and sounds of grief
will be gone for ever. 12 I, even I, am your comforter: are you so poor in heart as to be
in fear of man who will come to an end, and of the son of man who will be like grass?
13And you have given no thought to the Lord your Maker, by whom the heavens were
stretched out, and the earth placed on its base; and youwent all day in fear of thewrath
of the cruel one, when he was making ready for your destruction. And where is the
wrath of the cruel one? 14The prisoner, bent under his chain, will quickly bemade free,
andwill not go down into the underworld, and his breadwill not come to an end. 15For
I am the Lord your God, who makes the sea calm when its waves are thundering: the
Lordofarmies ishisname. 16AndIhaveputmywords inyourmouth, coveringyouwith
the shade ofmy hand, stretching out the heavens, and placing the earth on its base, and
saying to Zion, You are my people. 17Awake! awake! up! O Jerusalem, you who have
taken from the Lord's hand the cup of his wrath; tasting in fullmeasure thewinewhich
overcomes. 18She has no one among all her children to be her guide; not one of the sons
she has taken care of takes her by the hand. 19These two things have come on you; who
will be weeping for you? wasting and destruction; death from need of food, and from
the sword; how may you be comforted? 20 Your sons are overcome, like a roe in a net;
they are full of thewrath of the Lord, the punishment of your God. 21So now give ear to
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this, you who are troubled and overcome, but not with wine: 22This is the word of the
Lord yourmaster, even yourGodwho takes up the cause of his people: See, I have taken
out of your hand the cup which overcomes, even the cup of my wrath; it will not again
be given to you: 23 And I will put it into the hand of your cruel masters, and of those
whose yoke has been hard on you; who have said to your soul, Down on your face! so
that we may go over you: and you have given your backs like the earth, even like the
street, for them to go over.

52
1 Awake! awake! put on your strength, O Zion; put on your beautiful robes, O

Jerusalem, the holy town: for from now there will never again come into you the
unclean and those without circumcision. 2Make yourself clean from the dust; up! and
take the seat of your power, O Jerusalem: the bands of your neck are loose, O prisoned
daughter of Zion. 3For the Lord says, Youwere given for nothing, and youwill bemade
free without price. 4For the Lord God says, My people went down at first into Egypt, to
get a place for themselves there: and the Assyrian put a cruel yoke on them without
cause. 5 Now then, what have I here? says the Lord, for my people are taken away
without cause; they are made waste and give cries of sorrow, says the Lord, and all the
day the nations put shame on my name. 6 For this cause I will make my name clear to
my people; in that day they will be certain that it is myword which comes to them; see,
here am I. 7How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of him who comes with good
news, who gives word of peace, saying that salvation is near; who says to Zion, Your
God is ruling! 8The voice of your watchmen! their voices are loud in song together; for
they will see him, eye to eye, when the Lord comes back to Zion. 9Give sounds of joy,
makemelody together, waste places of Jerusalem: for the Lord has given comfort to his
people, he has taken up the cause of Jerusalem. 10The Lord has let his holy arm be seen
by the eyes of all nations; and all the ends of the earth will see the salvation of our God.
11Away! away! go out from there, touching no unclean thing; go out from among her;
be clean, you who take up the vessels of the Lord. 12 For you will not go out suddenly,
and you will not go in flight: for the Lord will go before you, and the God of Israel will
come after you to keep you. 13 See, my servant will do well in his undertakings, he will
be honoured, and lifted up, and be very high. 14As peoples were surprised at him, And
his face was not beautiful, so as to be desired: his face was so changed by disease as to
be unlike that of a man, and his form was no longer that of the sons of men. 15 So will
nations give him honour; kings will keep quiet because of him: for what had not been
made clear to them they will see; and they will give their minds to what had not come
to their ears.

53
1Who would have had faith in the word which has come to our ears, and to whom

had the arm of the Lord been unveiled? 2 For his growth was like that of a delicate
plant before him, and like a root out of a dry place: he had no grace of form, to give us
pleasure; 3Men made sport of him, turning away from him; he was a man of sorrows,
markedbydisease; and likeone fromwhommen's faces are turnedaway, hewas looked
down on, and we put no value on him. 4But it was our pain he took, and our diseases
were put on him: while to us he seemed as one diseased, on whom God's punishment
had come. 5 But it was for our sins he was wounded, and for our evil doings he was
crushed: he took the punishment by which we have peace, and by his wounds we are
made well. 6We all went wandering like sheep; going every one of us after his desire;
and the Lord put on him the punishment of us all. 7Menwere cruel to him, but he was
gentle and quiet; as a lamb taken to its death, and as a sheep before those who take her
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woolmakes no sound, so he said not aword. 8They took away fromhimhelp and right,
andwhogavea thought tohis fate? forhewascutoff fromthe landof the living: hecame
to his death for the sin ofmy people. 9And they put his body into the earthwith sinners,
andhis last resting-placewaswith the evil-doers, thoughhe had donenowrong, andno
deceit was in his mouth. 10And the Lord was pleased ... see a seed, long life, ... will do
well in his hand. ... 11 ... made clear his righteousness beforemen ... had taken their sins
on himself. 12 For this cause he will have a heritage with the great, and he will have a
part in the goods ofwarwith the strong, because he gave up his life, andwas numbered
with the evil-doers; taking on himself the sins of the people, andmaking prayer for the
wrongdoers.

54
1Let your voice be loud in song, Owomanwithout children;makemelody and sounds

of joy, youwho did not give birth: for the children of herwho had no husband aremore
than those of the married wife, says the Lord. 2Make wide the place of your tent, and
let the curtains of your house be stretched outwithout limit: make your cords long, and
your tent-pins strong. 3 For I will make wide your limits on the right hand and on the
left; and your seedwill take the nations for a heritage, andmake thewaste towns full of
people. 4Have no fear; for you will not be shamed or without hope: you will not be put
to shame, for the shame of your earlier days will go out of your memory, and you will
no longer keep in mind the sorrows of your widowed years. 5 For your Maker is your
husband; the Lord of armies is his name: and the Holy One of Israel is he who takes up
your cause; hewill be named the God of all the earth. 6For the Lord hasmade you come
back to him, like a wife who has been sent away in grief of spirit; for one may not give
up the wife of one's early days. 7For a short time I gave you up; but with great mercies
I will take you back again. 8 In overflowing wrath my face was veiled from you for a
minute, but Iwill have pity on you for ever, says the Lordwho takes up your cause. 9For
this is like the days of Noah to me: for as I took an oath that the waters of Noah would
never again go over the earth, so have I taken an oath that Iwill not again be angrywith
you, or say bitter words to you. 10 For the mountains may be taken away, and the hills
be moved out of their places, but my love will not be taken from you, or my agreement
of peace broken, says the Lord, who has had mercy on you. 11O troubled one, storm-
crushed, uncomforted! see, your stones will be framed in fair colours, and your bases
will be sapphires. 12 I will make your towers of rubies, and your doors of carbuncles,
and the wall round you will be of all sorts of beautiful stones. 13And all your builders
will be made wise by the Lord; and great will be the peace of your children. 14All your
rights will be made certain to you: have no fear of evil, and destruction will not come
near you. 15 See, they may be moved to war, but not by my authority: all those who
come together tomake an attack on you, will be broken against you. 16See, I havemade
the iron-worker, blowing on the burning coals, and making the instrument of war by
his work; and I havemade thewaster for destruction. 17No instrument of warwhich is
formed against youwill be of anyuse; and every tonguewhich says evil against youwill
be judged false. This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their righteousness
comes fromme, says the Lord.

55
1Ho! everyone in need, come to the waters, and he who has no strength, let him get

food: come, get bread without money; wine andmilk without price. 2Why do you give
yourmoney for what is not bread, and the fruit of your work for what will not give you
pleasure? Give ear to me, so that your food may be good, and youmay have the best in
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full measure. 3 Give ear, and come to me, take note with care, so that your souls may
have life: and I will make an eternal agreement with you, even the certain mercies of
David. 4 See, I have given him as a witness to the peoples, a ruler and a guide to the
nations. 5 See, you will send for a nation of which you had no knowledge, and those
who had no knowledge of youwill come running to you, because of the Lord your God,
and because of the Holy One of Israel, for he has given you glory. 6Make search for the
Lord while he is there, make prayer to himwhile he is near: 7Let the sinner give up his
way, and the evil-doer his purpose: and let him come back to the Lord, and hewill have
mercy on him; and to our God, for there is full forgiveness with him. 8For my thoughts
are not your thoughts, or your ways my ways, says the Lord. 9 For as the heavens are
higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than
your thoughts. 10 For as the rain comes down, and the snow from heaven, and does
not go back again, but gives water to the earth, and makes it fertile, giving seed to the
planter, and bread for food; 11 So will my word be which goes out of my mouth: it will
not come back to me with nothing done, but it will give effect to my purpose, and do
that for which I have sent it. 12For you will go out with joy, and be guided in peace: the
mountains and the hills will makemelody before you, and all the trees of the fields will
make sounds of joy. 13 In place of the thorn will come up the fir-tree, and in place of the
blackberry the myrtle: and it will be to the Lord for a name, for an eternal sign which
will not be cut off.

56
1 The Lord says, Let your way of life be upright, and let your behaviour be rightly

ordered: formy salvation is near, andmy righteousnesswill quickly be seen. 2Happy is
the man who does this, and the son of man whose behaviour is so ordered; who keeps
the Sabbathholy, andhis hand fromdoing any evil. 3And let not theman froma strange
country, who has been joined to the Lord, say, The Lord will certainly put a division
between me and his people: and let not the unsexed man say, See, I am a dry tree.
4 For the Lord says, As for the unsexed who keep my Sabbaths, and give their hearts
to pleasing me, and keep their agreement with me: 5 I will give to them in my house,
and inside my walls, a place and a name better than that of sons and daughters; I will
give them an eternal name which will not be cut off. 6And as for those from a strange
country, who are joined to the Lord, to give worship to him and honour to his name, to
be his servants, even everyone who keeps the Sabbath holy, and keeps his agreement
with me: 7 I will make them come to my holy mountain, and will give them joy in my
house of prayer; I will take pleasure in the burned offerings which they make on my
altar: formyhousewill be named ahouse of prayer for all peoples. 8TheLordGod,who
gets together the wandering ones of Israel, says, I will get together others in addition to
those of Israel who have come back. 9All you beasts of the field, come together for your
meat, even all you beasts of the wood. 10His watchmen are blind, they are all without
knowledge; they are all dogs without tongues, unable to make a sound; stretched out
dreaming, loving sleep. 11 Yes, the dogs are for ever looking for food; while these, the
keepers of the sheep, arewithoutwisdom: theyhave all gone after their pleasure, every
one looking for profit; they are all the same. 12 Come, they say, I will get wine, and we
will take strong drink in full measure; and tomorrowwill be like today, full of pleasure.

57
1The upright man goes to his death, and no one gives a thought to it; and god-fearing

men are taken away, and no one is troubled by it; for the upright man is taken away
because of evil-doing, and goes into peace. 2They are at rest in their last resting-places,
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every one going straight before him. 3 But come near, you sons of her who is wise in
secret arts, the seed of her who is false to her husband, and of the loose woman. 4Of
whomdo youmake sport? againstwhom is yourmouth openwide and your tongue put
out? are you not uncontrolled children, a false seed, 5 You who are burning with evil
desire among the oaks, under every green tree; putting children to death in the valleys,
under the cracks of the rocks? 6Among the smooth stones of the valley is your heritage;
they, even they, are your part: even to them have youmade a drink offering and ameal
offering. Is it possible for such things to be overlooked byme? 7You have put your bed
on a high mountain: there you went up to make your offering. 8 And on the back of
the doors and on the pillars you have put your sign: for you have been false to mewith
another; you have made your bed wide, and made an agreement with them; you had
a desire for their bed where you saw it 9 And you went to Melech with oil and much
perfume, and you sent your representatives far off, andwent as low as the underworld.
10Youwere tiredwith your long journeys; but you did not say, There is no hope: you got
new strength, and so youwere not feeble. 11And of whomwere you in fear, so that you
were false, and did not keep me in mind, or give thought to it? Have I not been quiet,
keepingmyself secret, and so youwere not in fear ofme? 12 I will make clearwhat your
righteousness is like and yourworks; youwill have no profit in them. 13Your false gods
will not keep you safe in answer to your cry; but the wind will take them, they will be
gone like a breath: but he who puts his hope in mewill take the land, and will have my
holymountain as his heritage. 14And Iwill say, Make it high,make it high, get ready the
way, take the stones out of the way of my people. 15 For this is the word of him who is
high and lifted up,whose resting-place is eternal, whosename isHoly: my resting-place
is in the high and holy place, andwith himwho is crushed and poor in spirit, to give life
to the spirit of the poor, and tomake strong the heart of the crushed. 16For Iwill not give
punishment for ever, or be angrywithout end: for frommebreath goes out; and I it was
whomade the souls. 17 I was quickly angry with his evil ways, and sent punishment on
him, veilingmy face inwrath: and hewent on, turning his heart fromme. 18 I have seen
his ways, and I will make himwell: I will give him rest, comforting him and his people
who are sad. 19 I will give the fruit of the lips: Peace, peace, to him who is near and to
him who is far off, says the Lord; and I will make him well. 20 But the evil-doers are
like the troubled sea, for which there is no rest, and its waters send up earth andwaste.
21There is no peace, says my God, for the evil-doers.

58
1Make a loud cry, do not be quiet, let your voice be sounding like a horn, and make

clear to my people their evil doings, and to the family of Jacob their sins. 2Though they
make prayer to me every day, and take pleasure in the knowledge of my ways: like a
nation which has done righteousness, and has not given up the rules of their God, they
make requests to me for the right orders, it is their delight to come near to God. 3They
say, Why have we kept ourselves from food, and you do not see it? why have we kept
ourselves from pleasure, and you take no note of it? If, in the days when you keep from
food, you take the chance to do your business, and get in your debts; 4 If keeping from
foodmakes youquickly angry, ready forfighting and givingblowswith evil hands; your
holy days are not such as to make your voice come to my ears on high. 5Have I given
orders for such a day as this? a day for keeping yourselves from pleasure? is it only a
question of the bent head, of putting on haircloth, and being seated in the dust? is this
what seems to you a holy day, well-pleasing to the Lord? 6 Is not this the holy day for
which I have given orders: to let loose those who have wrongly been made prisoners,
to undo the bands of the yoke, and to let the crushed go free, and every yoke be broken?
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7 Is it not to give your bread to those in need, and to let the poor who have no resting-
place come into your house? to put a robe on the unclothed onewhen you see him, and
not to keep your eyes shut for fear of seeing his flesh? 8Thenwill light be shining on you
like themorning, and yourwoundswill quickly bewell: and your righteousnesswill go
before you, and the glory of the Lord will come after you. 9 Then at the sound of your
voice, the Lord will give an answer; at your cry he will say, Here am I. If you take away
from among you the yoke, the putting out of the finger of shame, and the evil word;
10And if you give your bread to those in need of it, so that the troubled one may have
his desire; then you will have light in the dark, and your night will be as the full light
of the sun: 11And the Lord will be your guide at all times; in dry places he will give you
water in full measure, and will make strong your bones; and youwill be like a watered
garden, and like an ever-flowing spring. 12And your sons will be building again the old
waste places: youwillmake strong the bases of old generations: and youwill be named,
He who puts up the broken walls, and, He who makes ready the ways for use. 13 If you
keep the Sabbathwith care, not doing your business onmy holy day; and if the Sabbath
seems to you a delight, and the newmoon of the Lord a thing to be honoured; and if you
give respect to him by not doing your business, or going after your pleasure, or saying
unholywords; 14Then theLordwill be yourdelight; and Iwill put youon thehighplaces
of the earth; and I will give you the heritage of Jacob your father: for the mouth of the
Lord has said it.

59
1 Truly, the Lord's hand has not become short, so that he is unable to give salvation;

and his ear is not shut from hearing: 2But your sins have come between you and your
God, and by your evil doings his face has been veiled from you, so that he will give you
no answer. 3 For your hands are unclean with blood, and your fingers with sin; your
lips have said false things, and your tongue gives out deceit. 4No one puts forward an
upright cause, or gives a true decision: their hope is in deceit, and theirwords are false;
they are with child with sin, and give birth to evil. 5They give birth to snake's eggs, and
make spider's threads: whoever takes their eggs for food comes to his death, and the
egg which is crushed becomes a poison-snake. 6 Their twisted threads will not make
clothing, and their works will give them nothing for covering themselves: their works
are works of sin, and violent acts are in their hands. 7Their feet go quickly to evil, and
they take delight in the death of the upright; their thoughts are thoughts of sin; wasting
and destruction are in their ways. 8 They have no knowledge of the way of peace, and
there is no sense of what is right in their behaviour: they have made for themselves
wayswhicharenot straight;whoever goes in themhasnoknowledgeof peace. 9For this
cause our right is far from us, and righteousness does not overtake us: we are looking
for light, but there is only the dark; for the shining of the sun, but our way is in the
night. 10 We go on our way, like blind men feeling for the wall, even like those who
have no eyes: we are running against things in daylight as if it was evening; our place
is in the dark like dead men. 11Wemake noises of grief, like bears, and sad sounds like
doves: we are looking for our right, but it is not there; for salvation, but it is far from
us. 12 For our evil doings are increased before you, and our sins give witness against
us: for our evil doings arewith us, andwe have knowledge of our sins: 13Wehave gone
against the Lord, and been false to him, turning away from our God, our words have
been uncontrolled, and in our hearts are thoughts of deceit. 14And the right is turned
back, and righteousness is far away: for good faith is not to be seen in the public places,
and upright behaviour may not come into the town. 15Yes, faith is gone; and he whose
heart is turned from evil comes into the power of the cruel: and the Lord saw it, and
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he was angry that there was no one to take up their cause. 16 And he saw that there
was noman, andwas surprised that therewas no one to take up their cause: so his arm
gave salvation, and hemade righteousness his support. 17Yes, he put on righteousness
as a breastplate, and salvation as a head-dress; and he put on punishment as clothing,
and wrath as a robe. 18He will give them the right reward of their doings, wrath to his
attackers, punishment tohis haters, andevenon the sea-landshewill sendpunishment.
19 So they will see the name of the Lord from the west, and his glory from the east: for
he will come like a rushing stream, forced on by a wind of the Lord. 20And as a saviour
hewill come to Zion, turning away sin from Jacob, says the Lord. 21Andas forme, this is
myagreementwith them, says theLord: my spiritwhich is onyou, andmywordswhich
I have put in yourmouth, will not go away fromyourmouth, or from themouth of your
seed, or from themouth of your seed's seed, says the Lord, from now and for ever.

60
1 Up! let your face be bright, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord is

shining on you. 2 For truly, the earth will be dark, and the peoples veiled in blackest
night; but the Lord will be shining on you, and his glory will be seen among you. 3And
nations will come to your light, and kings to your bright dawn. 4Let your eyes be lifted
up, and see: they are all coming together to you: your sonswill come from far, and your
daughters taken with loving care. 5Then you will see, and be bright with joy, and your
heart will be shaking with increase of delight: for the produce of the sea will be turned
to you, thewealth of the nationswill come to you. 6Youwill be full of camel-trains, even
the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all from Shebawill come, with gold and spices,
giving word of the great acts of the Lord. 7All the flocks of Kedar will come together to
you, the sheepofNebaiothwill be ready foryourneed; theywill bepleasingofferingson
my altar, andmy house of prayer will be beautiful. 8Who are these coming like a cloud,
like a flight of doves to theirwindows? 9Vessels of the sea-lands arewaiting forme, and
the ships of Tarshishfirst, so that your sonsmay come from far, and their silver and gold
with them, to the place of the name of the Lord your God, and to the Holy One of Israel,
because he hasmade you beautiful. 10Andmen from strange countrieswill be building
up yourwalls, and their kings will be your servants: for inmywrath I sent punishment
on you, but inmy grace I have hadmercy on you. 11Your doorswill be open at all times;
they will not be shut day or night; so that men may come into you with the wealth of
the nations, with their kings at their head. 12 For the nation or kingdomwhich will not
be your servant will come to destruction; such nations will be completely waste. 13The
glory of Lebanonwill come to you, the cypress, the plane, and the sherbin-tree together,
to make my holy place beautiful; and the resting-place of my feet will be full of glory.
14And the sons of those who were cruel to you will come before you with bent heads;
and those whomade sport of you will go down on their faces at your feet; and you will
be named, The Town of the Lord, The Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 15And though you
were turned away from, and hated, and had no helper, I will make you a pride for ever,
a joy fromgeneration to generation. 16Andyouwill take themilk of thenations, flowing
from the breast of kings; and you will see that I, the Lord, am your saviour, and he who
takes up your cause, the StrongOne of Jacob. 17 In place of brass, I will give gold, and for
iron silver, and for wood brass, and for stones iron: and I will make Peace your judge,
and Righteousness your overseer. 18 Violent acts will no longer be seen in your land,
wasting or destruction in your limits; but yourwallswill be named, Salvation, and your
doors Praise. 19 The sun will not be your light by day, and the moon will no longer be
bright for you by night: but the Lord will be to you an eternal light, and your God your
glory. 20Your sun will never again go down, or your moon keep back her light: for the
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Lordwill beyour eternal light, and thedaysof your sorrowwill be ended. 21Yourpeople
will all be upright, the land will be their heritage for ever; the branch of my planting,
the work of my hands, to be for my glory. 22 The smallest of their families will become
a thousand, and a small one a strong nation: I, the Lord, will make it come quickly in its
time.

61
1 The spirit of the Lord is on me, because I am marked out by him to give good news

to the poor; he has sent me to make the broken-hearted well, to say that the prisoners
will be made free, and that those in chains will see the light again; 2To give knowledge
that the year of the Lord's good pleasure has come, and the day of punishment from
our God; to give comfort to all who are sad; 3 To give them a fair head-dress in place
of dust, the oil of joy in place of the clothing of grief, praise in place of sorrow; so that
theymay be named trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, and so that hemay
have glory. 4And they will be building again the old broken walls, and will make new
the old waste places, and will put up again the towns which have been waste for long
generations. 5And men from strange countries will be your herdsmen, and those who
are not Israeliteswill be your ploughmenand vine-keepers. 6But youwill be named the
priests of the Lord, the servants of our God: you will have the wealth of the nations for
your food, andyouwill beclothedwith their glory. 7As theyhad twiceasmuchgrief, and
marks of shame were their heritage, so in their land they will be rewarded twice over,
and will have eternal joy. 8 For I, the Lord, take pleasure in upright judging; I will not
put upwith the violent taking away of right; and Iwill certainly give them their reward,
and I will make an eternal agreement with them. 9And their seed will be noted among
the nations, and their offspring among the peoples: it will be clear to all who see them
that they are the seed to which the Lord has given his blessing. 10 I will be full of joy in
the Lord, my soul will be glad inmy God; for he has put onme the clothing of salvation,
covering me with the robe of righteousness, as the husband puts on a fair head-dress,
and the bridemakes herself beautiful with jewels. 11For as the earth puts out buds, and
as the garden gives growth to the seeds which are planted in it, so the Lord will make
righteousness and praise to be flowering before all the nations.

62
1Because of Zion Iwill not keep quiet, and because of Jerusalem Iwill take no rest, till

her righteousness goes out like the shining of the sun, and her salvation like a burning
light. 2And the nations will see your righteousness, and all kings your glory: and you
will have a new name, given by the mouth of the Lord. 3And you will be a fair crown
in the hand of the Lord, and a king's head-dress in the hand of your God. 4You will not
now be named, She who is given up; and your landwill no longer be named, Thewaste
land: but you will have the name, My pleasure is in her, and your land will be named,
Married: for the Lord has pleasure in you, and your land will be married. 5 For as a
young man takes a virgin for his wife, so will your maker be married to you: and as a
husband has joy in his bride, so will the Lord your God be glad over you. 6 I have put
watchmen on your walls, O Jerusalem; they will not keep quiet day or night: you who
are theLord's recorders, takeno rest, 7Andgivehimno rest, till heputs Jerusalem inher
place to be praised in the earth. 8The Lord has taken an oath by his right hand, and by
the armof his strength, Truly, I will no longer give your grain to be food for your haters;
andmenof strange countrieswill not take thewine forwhich yourworkhas beendone:
9But those who have got in the grain will have it for their food, and will give praise to
the Lord; and those who have got in the grapes will take the wine of them in the open
places of my holy house. 10Go through, go through the doors; make ready the way of
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the people; let the highway be lifted up; let the stones be taken away; let a flag be lifted
up over the peoples. 11 The Lord has sent out word to the end of the earth, Say to the
daughter of Zion, See, your saviour comes; those whomhe hasmade free are with him,
and those towhomhehas given salvation gobeforehim. 12And theywill benamed, The
holy people, Thosewhose cause has been taken up by the Lord: and youwill be named,
Desired, A town not given up.

63
1Who is this who comes from Edom, with blood-red robes from Bozrah? he whose

clothing is fair, stepping with pride in his great strength? I whose glory is in the right,
strong for salvation. 2Why is your clothing red, and why are your robes like those of
onewho is crushing the grapes? 3 I have been crushing the grapes bymyself, and of the
peoples there was nomanwithme: inmywrath and inmy passion, they were crushed
undermy feet; andmyrobes aremarkedwith their life-blood, andallmyclothing is red.
4For the day of punishment is inmy heart, and the year for the payment of the price for
my people has come. 5 And I saw that there was no helper, and I was wondering that
no one gave them support: so my arm did the work of salvation, andmywrath wasmy
support. 6And in my passion the peoples were crushed under my feet, and broken in
my wrath, and I put down their strength to the earth. 7 I will give news of the mercies
of the Lord, and his great acts, even all the things the Lord has done for us, in his great
grace to the house of Israel; even all he has done for us in his unnumbered mercies.
8 For he said, Truly they are my people, children who will not be false: so he was their
saviour out of all their trouble. 9 It was no sent one or angel, but he himself who was
their saviour: in his love and in his pity he took up their cause, and he took them in his
arms, caring for them all through the years. 10But they went against him, causing grief
to his holy spirit: so he was turned against them, and made war on them. 11 Then the
early days came to their minds, the days of Moses his servant: and they said, Where is
hewhomade the keeper of his flock comeup from the sea? where is hewhoput his holy
spirit among them, 12He who made the arm of his glory go at the right hand of Moses,
by whom the waters were parted before them, to make himself an eternal name; 13He
whomade them go through the deep waters, like a horse in the waste land? 14Like the
cattle which go down into the valley, they went without falling, the spirit of the Lord
guiding them: so you went before your people, to make yourself a great name. 15 Let
your eyes be looking down from heaven, from your holy and beautiful house: where is
your deep feeling, theworking of your power? donot keepback themoving of your pity
and your mercies: 16 For you are our father, though Abraham has no knowledge of us,
and Israel gives no thought to us: you, O Lord, are our father; from the earliest days you
have taken up our cause. 17O Lord, why do you send us wandering from your ways,
making our hearts hard, so that we have no fear of you? Come back, because of your
servants, the tribes of your heritage. 18Why have evil men gone over your holy place,
so that it has been crushed under the feet of our haters? 19We have become as those
whowere never ruled by you, on whom your namewas not named.

64
1 O let the heavens be broken open and come down, so that the mountains may be

shaking before you, 2As when fire puts the brushwood in flames, or as when water is
boiling from the heat of the fire: to make your name feared by your haters, so that the
nations may be shaking before you; 3While you do acts of power for which we are not
looking, and which have not come to the ears of men in the past. 4The ear has not had
newsof, or the eye seen, ... anyGodbut you,working for themanwho iswaiting forhim.
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5Will you not have mercy on him who takes pleasure in doing righteousness, even on
those who keep in mind your ways? Truly you were angry, and we went on doing evil,
and sinning against you in the past. 6 For we have all become like an unclean person,
and all our good acts are like a dirty robe: and we have all become old like a dead leaf,
and our sins, like the wind, take us away. 7 And there is no one who makes prayer to
your name, or who is moved to keep true to you: for your face is veiled from us, and
you have given us into the power of our sins. 8But now, O Lord, you are our father; we
are the earth, and you are our maker; and we are all the work of your hand. 9 Be not
very angry, O Lord, and do not keep our sins in mind for ever: give ear to our prayer,
for we are all your people. 10 Your holy towns have become a waste, Zion has become
a waste, Jerusalem is a mass of broken walls. 11Our holy and beautiful house, where
our fathers gave praise to you, is burned with fire; and all the things of our desire have
come to destruction. 12 In viewof all this, will you still do nothing, O Lord? will you keep
quiet, and go on increasing our punishment?

65
1 I have been ready to give an answer to those who did not make prayer tome; I have

been offeringmyself to thosewhowere not searching forme; I said, Here am I, here am
I, to a nationwhich gave no respect tomyname. 2All daymyhands have been stretched
out to an uncontrolled people, who go in an evil way, after the purposes of their hearts;
3 A people who make me angry every day, making offerings in gardens, and burning
perfumes on bricks. 4Who are seated in the resting-places of the dead, and by night are
in the secretplaces;who takepig'sflesh for food, andhave the liquidofdisgusting things
in their vessels. 5Who say, Keep away, do not come near me, for fear that I make you
holy: these are a smoke inmynose, a fire burning all day. 6See, it is recorded beforeme,
says the Lord: I will not keep backmy hand, till I have sent punishment, 7For their sins
and the sins of their fathers, whowere burning perfumes on themountains, and saying
evil things against me on the hills: so I will take themeasure of their sins, andwill send
the punishment for them into their breast. 8 This is the word of the Lord: As the new
wine is seen in the grapes, and they say, Do not send destruction on it, for a blessing is
in it: so will I do for my servants, in order that I may not put an end to them all. 9And
I will take a seed out of Jacob, and out of Judah one who will have my mountains for
a heritage: and the people I have taken to be mine will have it for themselves, and my
servants will have their resting-place there. 10And Sharon will be a grass-land for the
flocks, and the valley of Achor a resting-place for the herds: formypeoplewhose hearts
have been turned back to me. 11But as for you who have given up the Lord, who have
no care for my holymountain, who get ready a table for Chance, andmake offerings of
mixed wine to Fate; 12 Your fate will be the sword, and you will all go down to death:
because when my voice came to you, you made no answer; you did not give ear to my
word; but youdidwhatwas evil inmyeyes, desiringwhatwas not pleasing tome. 13For
this cause says the Lord God, My servants will have food, but you will be in need of
food: my servants will have drink, but you will be dry: my servants will have joy, but
you will be shamed: 14My servants will make songs in the joy of their hearts, but you
will be crying for sorrow, andmaking sounds of grief from a broken spirit. 15And your
name will become a curse to my people, and the Lord God will put you to death, and
give his servants another name: 16 So that he who is requesting a blessing will make
use of the name of the true God, and he who takes an oath will do so by the true God;
because the past troubles are gone out of mind, and because they are covered frommy
eyes. 17For see, I ammaking a new heaven and a new earth: and the past things will be
gone completely out ofmind. 18Butmenwill be glad and have joy for ever inwhat I am
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making; for I ammaking Jerusalem a delight, and her people a joy. 19And I will be glad
over Jerusalem, and have joy in my people: and the voice of weeping will no longer be
sounding in her, or the voice of grief. 20No longerwill there be there a childwhose days
are cut short, or an old man whose days have not come to their full measure: for the
youngman at his death will be a hundred years old, and he whose life is shorter than a
hundred years will seem as one cursed. 21And they will be building houses and living
in them; planting vine-gardens and getting the fruit of them. 22 They will no longer be
building for the use of others, or planting for others to have the fruit: for the days ofmy
people will be like the days of a tree, andmy loved ones will have joy in full measure in
theworkof theirhands. 23Theirworkwillnotbe fornothing, and theywillnot givebirth
to children for destruction; for they are a seed towhom the Lord has given his blessing,
and their offspring will be with them. 24And before they make their request I will give
an answer, and while they are still making prayer to me, I will give ear. 25The wolf and
the lambwill take their food together, and the lionwill make ameal of grass like the ox:
but dust will be the snake's food. There will be no cause of pain or destruction in all my
holy mountain, says the Lord.

66
1The Lord says, Heaven is the seat of my power, and earth is the resting-place for my

feet: what sort of housewill youmake forme, andwhat place will bemy resting-place?
2 For all these things my hand has made, and they are mine, says the Lord; but to this
manonlywill I give attention, to himwho is poor andbroken in spirit, fearingmyword.
3He who puts an ox to death puts a man to death; he who makes an offering of a lamb
puts a dog to death; he who makes a meal offering makes an offering of pig's blood; he
who makes an offering of perfumes for a sign gives worship to an image: as they have
gone after their desires, and their soul takes pleasure in their disgusting things; 4 So I
will go after trouble for them, andwill send on themwhat they are fearing: because no
onemade answer tomy voice, or gave ear tomyword; but they didwhatwas evil inmy
eyes, going after that inwhich I took no pleasure. 5Give ear to theword of the Lord, you
who are in fear at his word: your countrymen, hating you, and driving you out because
of my name, have said, Let the Lord's glory be made clear, so that wemay see your joy;
but theywill be put to shame. 6There is a noise of war from the town, a sound from the
Temple, the voice of the Lord giving punishment to his haters. 7Before her pains came,
she gave birth; before her pains, she gave birth to aman-child. 8When has such a story
come to men's ears? who has seen such things? will a land come to birth in one day?
will a nation be given birth in a minute? For when Zion's pains came on her, she gave
birth to her children straight away. 9Will I by whom the birth was started, not make it
complete? says theLord. Will Iwhomake children come tobirth, let thembekept back?
says your God. 10Have joywith Jerusalem, and be gladwith her, all you her lovers: take
part in her joy, all youwho are sorrowing for her: 11So that youmay take of the comfort
flowing fromher breasts, and be delightedwith the full measure of her glory. 12For the
Lord says, See, I will make her peace like a river, and the glory of the nations like an
overflowing stream, and she will take her children in her arms, gently caring for them
on her knees. 13As to one who is comforted by his mother, so will I give you comfort:
and you will be comforted in Jerusalem. 14 And you will see it and your heart will be
glad, and your bones will get new strength, like young grass: and the hand of the Lord
will be seen at work for his servants, and his wrath against his haters. 15For the Lord is
comingwith fire, and hiswar-carriageswill be like the storm-wind; to give punishment
in the heat of his wrath, and his passion is like flames of fire. 16For with fire and sword
will the Lord come, judging all the earth, and his sword will be on all flesh: and great
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numbers will be put to death by him. 17 As for those who keep themselves separate,
and make themselves clean in the gardens, going after one in the middle, taking pig's
flesh for food, and other disgusting things, such as the mouse: their works and their
thoughts will come to an end together, says the Lord. 18And I am coming to get together
all nations and tongues: and they will come and will see my glory. 19 And I will put a
sign among them, and I will send those who are still living to the nations, to Tarshish,
Put, and Lud, Meshech and Rosh, Tubal and Javan, to the sea-lands far away, who have
not had word of me, or seen my glory; and they will give the knowledge of my glory to
the nations. 20And theywill take your countrymen out of all the nations for an offering
to the Lord, on horses, and in carriages, and in carts, and on asses, and on camels, tomy
holy mountain Jerusalem, says the Lord, as the children of Israel take their offering in
a clean vessel into the house of the Lord. 21And some of themwill I take for priests and
Levites, says the Lord. 22 For as the new heaven and the new earth which I will make
will be for ever before me, says the Lord, so will your seed and your name be for ever.
23And it will be, that from new moon to new moon, and from Sabbath to Sabbath, all
flesh will come to give worship before me, says the Lord. 24And they will go out to see
the dead bodies of themenwho have done evil against me: for their wormwill ever be
living, and their fire will never be put out, and they will be a thing of fear to all flesh.
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The Book of
Jeremiah

1 The words of Jeremiah, the son of Hilkiah, of the priests who were in Anathoth in
the land of Benjamin: 2 To whom the word of the Lord came in the days of Josiah, the
son of Amon, king of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his rule. 3And it came again in the
days of Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah, king of Judah, up to the eleventh year of Zedekiah,
the son of Josiah, king of Judah; till Jerusalemwas taken away in the fifthmonth. 4Now
the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 5Before you were formed in the body of your
mother I had knowledge of you, and before your birth I made you holy; I have given
you the work of being a prophet to the nations. 6 Then said I, O Lord God! see, I have
no power of words, for I am a child. 7But the Lord said to me, Do not say, I am a child:
forwherever I send you, you are to go, andwhatever I give you orders to say, you are to
say. 8Have no fear because of them: for I am with you, to keep you safe, says the Lord.
9Then theLordputouthishand, touchingmymouth; and theLordsaid tome, See, Ihave
put my words in your mouth: 10 See, this day I have put you over the nations and over
the kingdoms, for uprooting and smashing down, for destruction and overturning, for
building up and planting. 11Again the word of the Lord came to me, saying, Jeremiah,
what do you see? And I said, I see a branch of an almond-tree. 12Then the Lord said to
me, You have seen well: for I keep watch over my word to give effect to it. 13And the
word of the Lord came tome a second time, saying,What do you see? And I said, I see a
boiling pot, and its face is from the north. 14Then the Lord said to me, Out of the north
evil will come, bursting out on all the people of the land. 15 For see, I will send for all
the families of the kingdoms of the north, says the Lord; and they will come, everyone
placing his high seat at the way into Jerusalem, and against its walls on every side, and
against all the towns of Judah. 16And I will give my decision against them on account
of all their evil-doing; because they have given me up, burning perfumes to other gods
andworshipping theworks of their hands. 17Somake yourself ready, and go and say to
them everything I give you orders to say: do not be overcome by fear of them, or I will
send fear on youbefore them. 18For see, this dayhave Imade youawalled town, andan
iron pillar, andwalls of brass, against all the land, against the kings of Judah, against its
captains, against its priests, and against the people of the land. 19 They will be fighting
against you, but they will not overcome you: for I am with you, says the Lord, to give
you salvation.

2
1And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2Go and say in the ears of Jerusalem,

The Lord says, I still keep the memory of your kind heart when you were young, and
your love when you became my bride; how you went after me in the waste of sand, in
an unplanted land. 3 Israel was holy to the Lord, the first-fruits of his increase: all who
made attacks on him were judged as wrongdoers, evil came on them, says the Lord.
4Give ear to the words of the Lord, O sons of Jacob and all the families of Israel: 5These
are the words of the Lord: What evil have your fathers seen in me that they have gone
far fromme, and, walking afterwhat is false, have become false? 6And they never said,
Where is the Lord, who took us up out of the land of Egypt; whowas our guide through
the waste of sand, through an unplanted land full of deep holes, through a dry land of
deep shade, which no onewent through andwhere nomanwas living? 7And I took you
into a fertile land, where youwere living on its fruit and its wealth; but when you came
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in, you made my land unclean, and made my heritage a disgusting thing. 8 The priests
did not say,Where is the Lord? and thosewhowere expert in the lawhadno knowledge
ofme: and the rulers did evil againstme, and the prophets becameprophets of theBaal,
going after things without value. 9 For this reason, I will again put forward my cause
against you, says the Lord, even against you and against your children's children. 10For
go over to the sea-lands of Kittim and see; send to Kedar and give deep thought to it; and
see if there has ever been such a thing. 11Has any nation ever made a change in their
gods, though they are no gods? butmy people have given up their glory in exchange for
what is of no profit. 12Be full of wonder, O heavens, at this; be overcome with fear, be
completely waste, says the Lord. 13Formy people have done two evils; they have given
upme, the fountain of livingwaters, andhavemade for themselveswater-holes, cut out
from the rock, brokenwater-holes, of no use for storingwater. 14 Is Israel a servant? has
he been a house-servant from birth? why has he been made waste? 15The young lions
have made an outcry against him with a loud voice: they have made his land waste;
his towns are burned up, with no one living in them. 16Even the children of Noph and
Tahpanhes have put shame on you. 17Has not this come on you because you have given
up the Lord your God, who was your guide by the way? 18And now, what have you to
do on the way to Egypt, to get your drink from thewaters of the Nile? or what have you
to do on the way to Assyria, to get your drink from the waters of the River? 19 The evil
you yourselves have done will be your punishment, your errors will be your judge: be
certain then, and see that it is an evil and a bitter thing to give up the Lord your God,
and no longer to be moved by fear of me, says the Lord, the Lord of armies. 20 For in
the past, your yoke was broken by your hands and your cords parted; and you said, I
will not be your servant; for on every high hill and under every branching tree, your
behaviour was like that of a loose woman 21 But when you were planted by me, you
were a noble vine, in every way a true seed: how then have you been changed into the
branching plant of a strange vine? 22 For even if you are washed with soda and take
much soap, still your evil-doing is marked before me, says the Lord God. 23How are
you able to say, I am not unclean, I have not gone after the Baals? see your way in the
valley, be clear about what you have done: you are a quick-footed camel twisting her
way in and out; 24An untrained ass, used to the waste land, breathing up the wind in
her desire; at her time, who is able to send her away? all those who are looking for her
will have no need tomake themselves tired; in hermonth theywill get her. 25Do not let
your foot be without shoes, or your throat dry from need of water: but you said, There
is no hope: no, for I have been a lover of strange gods, and after them Iwill go. 26As the
thief is shamedwhen he is taken, so is Israel shamed; they, their kings and their rulers,
their priests and their prophets; 27Who say to a tree, You are my father; and to a stone,
You have given me life: for their backs have been turned to me, not their faces: but in
the time of their trouble theywill say, Up! and be our saviour. 28But where are the gods
you have made for yourselves? let them come, if they are able to give you salvation in
the time of your trouble: for the number of your gods is as the number of your towns,
O Judah. 29Why will you put forward your cause against me? You have all done evil
againstme, says the Lord. 30 I gave your children blows to no purpose; they got no good
fromtraining: your swordhasbeen thedestructionofyourprophets, likeadeath-giving
lion. 31O generation, see the word of the Lord. Have I been a waste land to Israel? or a
land of dark night? why do my people say, We have got loose, we will not come to you
again? 32 Is it possible foravirgin toputoutofhermemoryherornaments, orabrideher
robes? butmypeople have putme out of theirmemories for unnumbered days. 33With
what care are yourways orderedwhen you are looking for love! so ... yourways. 34And
in the skirts of your robe may be seen the life-blood of those who have done no wrong:
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... 35And still you said, I have done no wrong; truly, his wrath is turned away fromme.
See, I will take up the cause against you, because you say, I have done nowrong. 36Why
do you go about somuch for the purpose of changing yourway? youwill be shamed on
account of Egypt, as you were shamed on account of Assyria. 37 Truly, you will go out
from himwith your hands on your head: for the Lord has given up those in whom you
have put your faith, and they will be of no help to you.

3
1They say, If a man puts away his wife and she goes from him and becomes another

man's, will he go back to her again? will not that land have been made unclean? but
though you have been acting like a loosewomanwith a number of lovers, will you now
come back to me? says the Lord. 2 Let your eyes be lifted up to the open hilltops, and
see; where have you not been taken by your lovers? You have been seated waiting for
themby thewayside like anArabian in thewaste land; youhavemade the landunclean
with your loose ways and your evil-doing. 3 So the showers have been kept back, and
there has beenno spring rain; still your brow is the browof a loosewoman, youwill not
let yourself be shamed. 4Will you not, from this time, make your prayer to me, crying,
My father, you are the friend of my early years? 5Will he be angry for ever? will he
keep his wrath to the end? These things you have said, and have done evil and have
had your way. 6And the Lord said to me in the days of Josiah the king, Have you seen
what Israel, turning away fromme, has done? She has gone up on every highmountain
and under every branching tree, acting like a loosewoman there. 7And I said, After she
has done all these things she will come back to me; but she did not. And her false sister
Judah saw it. 8 And though she saw that, because Israel, turning away from me, had
been untrue to me, I had put her away and given her a statement in writing ending the
relation between us, still Judah, her false sister, had no fear, but went and did the same.
9So that through all her loose behaviour the land became unclean, and shewas untrue,
giving herself to stones and trees. 10But for all this, her false sister Judah has not come
back tomewith all her heart, but with deceit, says the Lord. 11And the Lord said tome,
Israel in her turning away is seen to be more upright than false Judah. 12Go, and give
out thesewords to thenorth, and say, Comeback, O Israel, thoughyouhavebeen turned
away fromme, says the Lord; my face will not be against you in wrath: for I am full of
mercy, says the Lord, I will not be angry for ever. 13Only be conscious of your sin, the
evil you have done against the Lord your God; you have gone with strange men under
every branching tree, giving no attention to my voice, says the Lord. 14 Come back, O
children who are turned away, says the Lord; for I am a husband to you, and I will take
you, one from a town and two from a family, and will make you come to Zion; 15And I
will give youkeepers, pleasing tomyheart,whowill give youyour foodwith knowledge
and wisdom. 16And it will come about, when your numbers are increased in the land,
in those days, says the Lord, that they will no longer say, The ark of the agreement of
the Lord: it will not come into their minds, they will not have any memory of it, or be
conscious of the loss of it, and itwill not bemade again. 17At that time Jerusalemwill be
named the seat of the Lord's kingdom; and all the nationswill come together to it, to the
nameof theLord, to Jerusalem: andno longerwill their steps be guidedby thepurposes
of their evil hearts. 18 In those days the family of Judahwill go with the family of Israel,
and they will come together out of the land of the north into the land which I gave for
a heritage to your fathers. 19 But I said, How am I to put you among the children, and
give you a desired land, a heritage of glory among the armies of the nations? and I said,
You are to say to me, My father; and not be turned away fromme. 20 Truly, as a wife is
false to her husband, so have you been false to me, O Israel, says the Lord. 21 A voice
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is sounding on the open hilltops, the weeping and the prayers of the children of Israel;
because their way is twisted, they have not kept the Lord their God in mind. 22 Come
back, you children who have been turned away, and I will take away your desire for
wandering. See, we have come to you, for you are the Lord our God. 23Truly, the hills,
and the noise of an army on the mountains, are a false hope: truly, in the Lord our God
is the salvation of Israel. 24But the Baal has taken all the work of our fathers from our
earliest days; their flocks and their herds, their sons and their daughters. 25 Let us be
stretched on the earth in our downfall, covering ourselveswith our shame: forwehave
been sinners against the Lord ourGod,we and our fathers, fromour earliest years even
till this day: and we have not given ear to the voice of the Lord our God.

4
1 If you will come back, O Israel, says the Lord, you will come back to me: and if you

will put awayyourdisgustingways, youwill notbe sent away frombeforeme. 2Andyou
will take your oath, By the livingLord, in good faith andwisdomand righteousness; and
the nations will make use of you as a blessing, and in you will they take a pride. 3 For
this is what the Lord says to the men of Judah and to Jerusalem: Get your unworked
land ploughed up, do not put in your seeds among thorns. 4 Undergo a circumcision
of the heart, you men of Judah and people of Jerusalem: or my wrath may come out
like fire, burning so that no one is able to put it out, because of the evil of your doings.
5 Say openly in Judah, give it out in Jerusalem, and say, Let the horn be sounded in the
land: crying out in a loud voice, Come together, and let us go into the walled towns.
6Put up a flag for a sign to Zion: go in flight so that you may be safe, waiting no longer:
for I will send evil from the north, and a great destruction. 7A lion has gone up from
his secret place in the woods, and one who makes waste the nations is on his way; he
has gone out from his place, to make your land unpeopled, so that your towns will be
made waste, with no man living in them. 8For this put on haircloth, with weeping and
loud crying: for the burning wrath of the Lord is not turned back from us. 9And it will
come about in that day, says the Lord, that the heart of the kingwill be dead in him, and
the hearts of the rulers; and the priests will be overcome with fear, and the prophets
with wonder. 10 Then said I, Ah, Lord God! your words were not true when you said
to this people and to Jerusalem, Youwill have peace; when the sword has come even to
the soul. 11At that time it will be said to this people and to Jerusalem, A burning wind
from the open hilltops in the waste land is blowing on the daughter of my people, not
for separating or cleaning the grain; 12 A full wind will come for me: and now I will
give my decision against them. 13 See, he will come up like the clouds, and his war-
carriages like the storm-wind: his horses are quicker than eagles. Sorrow is ours, for
destruction has come on us. 14O Jerusalem, make your heart clean from evil, so that
you may have salvation. How long are evil purposes to have a resting-place in you?
15 For a voice is sounding from Dan, giving out evil from the hills of Ephraim: 16Make
this come to the minds of the nations, make a statement openly against Jerusalem, that
attackers are coming from a far country and their voices will be loud against the towns
of Judah. 17 Like keepers of a field they are against her on every side; because she has
been fighting against me, says the Lord. 18Your ways and your doings havemade these
things come on you; this is your sin; truly it is bitter, going deep into your heart. 19My
soul, my soul! I am pained to my inmost heart; my heart is troubled in me; I am not
able to be quiet, because the sound of the horn, the note of war, has come to my ears.
20News is given of destruction on destruction; all the land is made waste: suddenly my
tents, straight away my curtains, are made waste. 21How long will I go on seeing the
flag and hearing the sound of the war-horn? 22For my people are foolish, they have no



Jeremiah 4:23 660 Jeremiah 5:15

knowledge of me; they are evil-minded children, without sense, all of them: they are
wise in evil-doing, but have no knowledge of doing good. 23Looking at the earth, I saw
that itwaswasteandwithout form; and to theheavens, that theyhadno light. 24Looking
at the mountains, I saw them shaking, and all the hills were moved about. 25 Looking,
I saw that there was no man, and all the birds of heaven had gone in flight. 26Looking,
I saw that the fertile field was a waste, and all its towns were broken down before the
Lord and before his burning wrath. 27 For this is what the Lord has said: All the land
will become awaste; I will make destruction complete. 28The earthwill beweeping for
this, and the heavens on highwill be black: because I have said it, and I will not go back
from it; it is my purpose, and it will not be changed. 29All the land is in flight because of
the noise of the horsemen and the bowmen; they have taken cover in thewoodland and
up on the rocks: every town has been given up, not a man is living in them. 30And you,
when you are made waste, what will you do? Though you are clothed in red, though
youmake yourself beautiful with ornaments of gold, though youmake your eyes wide
with paint, it is for nothing that youmake yourself fair; your lovers havenomoredesire
for you, they have designs on your life. 31A voice has come to my ears like the voice of
a woman in birth-pains, the pain of one giving birth to her first child, the voice of the
daughter of Zion, fighting for breath, stretching out her hands, saying, Now sorrow is
mine! for my strength is gone fromme before the takers of life.

5
1Go quickly through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and get knowledge, and

make a search in her wide places if there is a man, if there is one in her who is upright,
who keeps faith; and she will havemy forgiveness. 2And though they say, By the living
Lord; truly their oaths are false. 3O Lord, do not your eyes see good faith? you have
given thempunishment, but theywerenot troubled; youhave sentdestructionon them,
but they did not take your teaching to heart: they have made their faces harder than a
rock; they would not come back. 4Then I said, But these are the poor: they are foolish,
for they have no knowledge of the way of the Lord or of the behaviour desired by their
God. 5 I will go to the great men and have talk with them; for they have knowledge
of the way of the Lord and of the behaviour desired by their God. But as for these,
their one purpose is a broken yoke and burst bands. 6 And so a lion from the woods
will put them to death, a wolf of the waste land will make them waste, a leopard will
keep watch on their towns, and everyone who goes out from them will be food for the
beasts; because of the great number of their sins and the increase of their wrongdoing.
7How is it possible for you to have my forgiveness for this? your children have given
me up, taking their oaths by those who are no gods: when I had given them food in
full measure, theywere false to their wives, taking their pleasure in the houses of loose
women. 8Theywere full of desire, like horses after ameal of grain: everyonewent after
his neighbour's wife. 9Am I not to give punishment for these things? says the Lord: will
not my soul take payment from such a nation as this? 10 Go up against her vines and
make waste; let the destruction be complete: take away her branches, for they are not
the Lord's. 11 For the people of Israel and the people of Judah have been very false to
me, says the Lord. 12 They would have nothing to do with the Lord, saying, He will do
nothing, andno evilwill come to us; wewill not see the sword or be short of food: 13And
the prophets will become wind, and the word is not in them; so it will be done to them.
14For this reason the Lord, theGod of armies, has said: Because youhave said this, Iwill
makemywords in yourmouth a fire, and this people wood, and theywill be burned up
by it. 15 See, I will send you a nation from far away, O people of Israel, says the Lord;
a strong nation and an old nation, a nation whose language is strange to you, so that
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youmaynot get the sense of theirwords. 16Their arrows give certain death, they are all
men ofwar. 17Theywill take all the produce of your fields, whichwould have been food
for your sons and your daughters: they will take your flocks and your herds: they will
take all your vines and your fig-trees: and with the sword they will make waste your
walled towns inwhich you put your faith. 18But even in those days, says the Lord, I will
not let your destruction be complete. 19And it will come about, when you say, Why has
the Lord our God done all these things to us? that you will say to them, As you gave me
up, making yourselves servants to strange gods in your land, so will you be servants to
strange men in a land which is not yours. 20 Say this openly in Jacob and give it out in
Judah, saying, 21Give ear now to this, O foolish peoplewithout sense; whohave eyes but
see nothing, and earswithout the power of hearing: 22Have you no fear ofme? says the
Lord; will you not be shaking with fear before me, who have put the sand as a limit for
the sea, by an eternal order, so that itmay not go past it? and though it is ever inmotion,
it is not able to have itsway; though the soundof itswaves is loud, they arenot able to go
past it. 23But theheart of this people is uncontrolled and turnedaway fromme; they are
broken loose and gone. 24And they donot say in their hearts, Now let us giveworship to
our God, who gives the rain, thewinter and the spring rain, at the right time; who keeps
for us the ordered weeks of the grain-cutting. 25 Through your evil-doing these things
have been turned away, and your sins have kept back good from you. 26 For there are
sinners amongmy people: they keepwatch, likemenwatching for birds; they put a net
and takemen in it. 27As the fowl-house is full of birds, so are their houses full of deceit:
for this reason they have become great and have got wealth. 28 They have become fat
and strong: they have gone far in works of evil: they give no support to the cause of the
child without a father, so that they may do well; they do not see that the poor man gets
his rights. 29Am I not to give punishment for these things? says the Lord: will not my
soul take payment from such a nation as this? 30A thing of wonder and fear has come
about in the land; 31Theprophets give falsewords and thepriests givedecisionsby their
direction; andmy people are glad to have it so: and what will you do in the end?

6
1Go in flight out of Jerusalem, so that youmay be safe, you children of Benjamin, and

let the horn be sounded in Tekoa, and the flag be lifted up on Beth-haccherem: for evil
is looking out from the north, and a great destruction. 2 The fair and delicate one, the
daughter of Zion, will be cut off by my hand. 3 Keepers of sheep with their flocks will
come to her; they will put up their tents round her; everyone will get food in his place.
4Make war ready against her; up! let us go up when the sun is high. Sorrow is ours!
for the day is turned and the shades of evening are stretched out. 5Up! let us go up by
night, and send destruction on her great houses. 6 For this is what the Lord of armies
has said: Let trees be cut down and an earthwork be placed against Jerusalem: sorrow
on the false town! inside her there is nothing but cruel ways. 7As the spring keeps its
waters cold, so she keeps her evil in her: the sound of cruel and violent behaviour is in
her; before me at all times are disease and wounds. 8Undergo teaching, O Jerusalem,
or my soul will be turned away from you, and I will make you a waste, an unpeopled
land. 9This is what the Lord of armies has said: Everything will be taken from the rest
of Israel as the last grapes are taken from the vine; let your hand be turned to the small
branches, like one pulling off grapes. 10To whom am I to give word, witnessing so that
theymay take note? see, their ears are stopped, and they are not able to give attention:
see, the word of the Lord has been a cause of shame to them, they have no delight in it.
11For this reason I am full of the wrath of the Lord, I am tired of keeping it in: may it be
let loose on the children in the street, and on the band of the young men together: for
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even the husband with his wife will be taken, the old manwith himwho is full of days.
12And their houses will be handed over to others, their fields and their wives together:
for my hand will be stretched out against the people of the land, says the Lord. 13 For
from the least of them even to the greatest, everyone is given up to gettingmoney; from
the prophet even to the priest, everyone is working deceit. 14And they havemade little
of thewounds ofmypeople, saying, Peace, peace;when there is nopeace. 15Let thembe
put to shame because they have done disgusting things. They had no shame, they were
not able to become redwith shame: so theywill come downwith thosewho are falling:
when my punishment comes on them, they will be made low, says the Lord. 16 This is
what theLordhas said: Takeyourplace lookingouton theways;make search for theold
roads, saying,Where is the goodway? and go in it that youmayhave rest for your souls.
But they said,Wewill not go in it. 17And Iputwatchmenover you, saying, Give attention
to the sound of the horn; but they said, We will not give attention. 18 So then, give ear,
you nations, and ... 19Give ear, O earth: see, I will make evil come on this people, even
the fruit of their thoughts, because they have not given attention tomywords, and they
would have nothing to do with my law. 20 To what purpose does sweet perfume come
to me from Sheba, and spices from a far country? your burned offerings give me no
pleasure, your offerings of beasts are not pleasing tome. 21For this reason the Lord has
said, See, Iwill put stones in thewayof this people: and the fathers and the sons together
will go falling over them; the neighbour and his friend will come to destruction. 22The
Lord has said, See, a people is coming from the north country, a great nationwill be put
in motion from the inmost parts of the earth. 23 Bows and spears are in their hands;
they are cruel and have no mercy; their voice is like the thunder of the sea, and they
go on horses; everyone in his place like men going to the fight, against you, O daughter
of Zion. 24The news of it has come to our ears; our hands have become feeble: trouble
has come on us and pain, like the pain of a woman in childbirth. 25Go not out into the
field or by the way; for there is the sword of the attacker, and fear on every side. 26O
daughter of my people, put on haircloth, rolling yourself in the dust: give yourself to
sorrow, as for an only son, with most bitter cries of grief; for he who makes waste will
come on us suddenly. 27 I have made you a tester among my people, so that you may
have knowledge of their way and put it to the test. 28All of them are turned away, going
about with false stories; they are brass and iron: they are all workers of deceit. 29 The
blower is blowing strongly, the lead is burned away in the fire: they go on heating the
metal to no purpose, for the evil-doers are not taken away. 30Theywill be namedwaste
silver, because the Lord has given them up.

7
1 The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, 2 Take your place in the

doorway of the Lord's house, and give out thisword there, and say, Give ear to theword
of the Lord, all you of Judah who come inside these doors to give worship to the Lord.
3The Lord of armies, the God of Israel, says, Let your ways and your doings be changed
for the better and I will let you go on living in this place. 4 Put no faith in false words,
saying, TheTempleof theLord, theTempleof theLord, theTempleof theLord, are these.
5 For if your ways and your doings are truly changed for the better; if you truly give
right decisions between aman and his neighbour; 6 If you are not cruel to theman from
a strange country, and to the child without a father, and to the widow, and do not put
the upright to death in this place, or go after other gods, causing damage to yourselves:
7 Then I will let you go on living in this place, in the land which I gave to your fathers
in the past and for ever. 8 See, you put your faith in false words which are of no profit.
9Will you take the goods of others, put men to death, and be untrue to your wives, and
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take false oaths, and have perfumes burned to the Baal, and go after other gods which
are strange to you; 10And come and take your place before me in this house, which is
named by my name, and say, We have been made safe; so that you may do all these
disgusting things? 11 Has this house, which is named by my name, become a hole of
thieves to you? Truly I, even I, have seen it, says the Lord. 12 But go now to my place
which was in Shiloh, where I put my name at first, and see what I did to it because of
the evil-doing of my people Israel. 13And now, because you have done all these works,
says the Lord, and I sent my word to you, getting up early and sending, but you did not
give ear; andmy voice came to you, but you gave no answer: 14For this reason I will do
to the house which is named bymy name, and in which you have put your faith, and to
the place which I gave to you and to your fathers, as I have done to Shiloh. 15And I will
send you away from before my face, as I have sent away all your brothers, even all the
seed of Ephraim. 16And as for you (Jeremiah), make no prayers for this people, send up
no cry or prayer for them, make no request for them tome: for I will not give ear. 17Do
you not see what they are doing in the towns of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem?
18 The children go for wood, the fathers get the fire burning, the women are working
the paste tomake cakes for the queen of heaven, and drink offerings are drained out to
other gods, moving me to wrath. 19Are they moving me to wrath? says the Lord; are
they not moving themselves to their shame? 20 So this is what the Lord God has said:
See, my wrath andmy passion will be let loose on this place, on man and beast, and on
the trees of the field, and on the produce of the earth; it will be burning and will not
be put out. 21 These are the words of the Lord of armies, the God of Israel: Put your
burned offeringswith your offerings of beasts, and take flesh for your food. 22For I said
nothing to your fathers, and gave them no orders, on the day when I took them out of
Egypt, about burned offerings or offerings of beasts: 23 But this was the order I gave
them, saying, Give ear to my voice, and I will be your God, and you will be my people:
go in all the way ordered byme, so that all may bewell for you. 24But they took no note
and did not give ear, but were guided by the thoughts and the pride of their evil hearts,
going back and not forward. 25 From the day when your fathers came out of Egypt till
this day, I have sent my servants the prophets to you, getting up early every day and
sending them: 26But still they took no note andwould not give ear, but theymade their
necks stiff, doingworse than their fathers. 27And you are to say all thesewords to them,
but theywill not give ear to you: youwill send out your voice to them, but theywill give
no answer. 28And you are to say to them, This is the nation which has not given ear to
the voice of their God, or taken his teaching to heart: good faith is dead and is cut off
from theirmouths. 29Let your hair be cut off, O Jerusalem, and let it go, and let a song of
grief go up on the open hilltops; for the Lord is turned away from the generation of his
wrath and has given them up. 30For the children of Judah have done what is evil in my
eyes, says the Lord: they have put their disgusting images in the house which is named
by my name, making it unclean. 31And they have put up the high place of Topheth in
the valley of the sonofHinnom, burning their sons and their daughters there in thefire;
a thing which was not ordered by me and never came into my mind. 32 For this cause,
the days are coming, says the Lord, when it will no longer be named Topheth, or, The
valley of the son of Hinnom, but, The valley of Death: for theywill put the dead into the
earth in Topheth till there is nomore room. 33And the bodies of this peoplewill be food
for the birds of heaven and for the beasts of the earth; and there will be no one to send
them away. 34And in the towns of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem, I will put an
end to the laughing voices, the voice of joy and the voice of the newly-marriedman and
the voice of the bride: for the land will become a waste.
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8
1 At that time, says the Lord, they will take the bones of the kings of Judah, and the

bones of his rulers, and the bones of the priests, and the bones of the prophets, and the
bones of the people of Jerusalem out of their resting-places: 2 And they will put them
out before the sun and themoon and all the stars of heaven, whose lovers and servants
they have been, after whom they have gone, to whom they have made prayers, and to
whom they have given worship: they will not be put together or placed in the earth;
theywill bewaste on the face of the earth. 3And deathwill be desiredmore than life by
the rest of this evil family who are still living in all the places where I have sent them
away, says the Lord of armies. 4 Further, you are to say to them, This is what the Lord
has said: Will those who are falling not be lifted up again? will he who has gone away
not come back? 5Why do these people of Jerusalem go back, for ever turning away?
they will not give up their deceit, they will not come back. 6 I took note and gave ear,
but no one said what is right: no man had regret for his evil-doing, saying, What have
I done? everyone goes off on his way like a horse rushing to the fight. 7Truly, the stork
in the heavens is conscious of her fixed times; the dove and the swallow and the crane
keep to the times of their coming; but my people have no knowledge of the law of the
Lord. 8How is it that you say,Wearewise and the lawof the Lord iswith us? But see, the
false penof the scribes hasmade it false. 9Thewisemenare shamed, they are overcome
with fear and taken: see, they have given up theword of the Lord; andwhat use is their
wisdom to them? 10 So I will give their wives to others, and their fields to those who
will take them for themselves: for everyone, from the least to the greatest, is given up to
getting money; from the priest even to the prophet, everyone is false. 11And they have
made little of the wounds of the daughter of Zion, saying, Peace, peace; when there is
no peace. 12Let them be put to shame because they have done disgusting things. They
had no shame, they were not able to become red with shame: so they will come down
with those who are falling: in the time of their punishment they will be made low, says
the Lord. 13 I will put an end to them completely, says the Lord: there are no grapes
on the vine and no figs on the fig-tree, and the leaf is dry. 14Why are we seated doing
nothing? come together, and let us go to the walled towns, and let destruction overtake
us there, for the Lord our God has sent destruction on us, and given us bitter water for
our drink, because we have done evil against the Lord. 15We were looking for peace,
but no good came; and for a time ofwell-being, but there is only a great fear. 16The loud
breathing of the horses comes to our ears from Dan: at the sound of the outcry of his
war-horses, all the land is shakingwith fear; for they have come, and havemade ameal
of the land and everything in it; the town and the people living in it. 17 See, I will send
snakes andpoison-snakes among you, againstwhich thewonder-worker has no power;
and they will give you wounds which may not be made well, says the Lord. 18 Sorrow
has come onme! my heart in me is feeble. 19The voice of the cry of the daughter of my
people comes from a far land: Is the Lord not in Zion? is not her King in her? Why have
theymademeangrywith their images and their strange godswhich are no gods? 20The
grain-cutting is past, the summer is ended, and no salvation has come to us. 21 For the
destruction of the daughter of my people I am broken: I am dressed in the clothing of
grief; fear has taken me in its grip. 22 Is there no life-giving oil in Gilead? is there no
expert in medical arts? why then havemy people not beenmade well?

9
1 If only my head was a stream of waters and my eyes fountains of weeping, so that I

might go on weeping day and night for the dead of the daughter of my people! 2 If only
I had in the waste land a night's resting-place for travellers, so that I might go away, far
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from my people! for they are all untrue, a band of false men. 3 Their tongues are bent
like abow to sendout falsewords: theyhavebecome strong in the land, but not for good
faith: they go on from evil to evil, and they have no knowledge of me, says the Lord.
4Let everyone keep watch on his neighbour, and put no faith in any brother: for every
brother will certainly be tricking his brother, and every neighbourwill go about saying
evil. 5 Everyone will make sport of his neighbour with deceit, not saying what is true:
their tongues have been trained to say false words; they are twisted, hating to come
back. 6 There is wrong on wrong, deceit on deceit; they have given up the knowledge
of me, says the Lord. 7 So the Lord of armies has said, See, I will make them soft in the
fire and put them to the test; this I will do because of their evil-doing. 8His tongue is an
arrow causing death; the words of his mouth are deceit: he says words of peace to his
neighbour, but in his heart he iswaiting secretly for him. 9Am I not to send punishment
for these things? says the Lord: will not my soul take payment from such a nation as
this? 10Give yourselves toweeping, crying out in sorrow for themountains; and for the
fields of the waste land send up a song of grief, because they are burned up, so that no
one goes through; there is no sound of cattle; the bird of the heavens and the beast are
in flight and are gone. 11And I will make Jerusalem amass of broken stones, the living-
place of jackals; and I will make the towns of Judah a waste, with no man living there.
12Who is the wise man able to see this? who is he to whom the word of the Lord has
come, so that he may make it clear? why is the land given to destruction and burned
up like a waste place, so that no one goes through? 13And the Lord said, Because they
have given up my law which I put before them, giving no attention to my voice and
not being guided by it; 14But they have been walking in the pride of their hearts, going
after the Baals, as their fathers gave them teaching. 15 So the Lord of armies, the God
of Israel, has said, I will give them, even this people, bitter plants for food and bitter
water for drink. 16And I will send them wandering among the nations, among people
strange to them and to their fathers: and I will send the sword after them till I have
put an end to them. 17This is what the Lord of armies has said: Take thought and send
for the weeping women, so that they may come; and send for the wise women, so that
they may come: 18 Let them quickly make cries of sorrow for us, so that drops may be
flowing fromour eyes till they are streamingwithwater. 19For a sound ofweeping goes
up from Zion, a cry, How has destruction come on us? we are overcome with shame
because we have gone away from our land; he has sent us out from our house. 20 But
even now, give ear to the word of the Lord, O you women; let your ears be open to the
word of his mouth, training your daughters to give cries of sorrow, everyone teaching
her neighbour a song of grief. 21 For death has come up into our windows, forcing its
way into our great houses; cutting off the children in the streets and the young men
in the wide places. 22 The bodies of men will be falling like waste on the open fields,
and like grain dropped by the grain-cutter, and no one will take them up. 23 This is the
word of the Lord: Let not the wise man take pride in his wisdom, or the strong man in
his strength, or the man of wealth in his wealth: 24 But if any man has pride, let it be
in this, that he has the wisdom to have knowledge of me, that I am the Lord, working
mercy, giving true decisions, and doing righteousness in the earth: for in these things
I have delight, says the Lord. 25 See, the day is coming, says the Lord, when I will send
punishment on all those who have circumcision in the flesh; 26On Egypt and on Judah
and on Edomand on the children of Ammon and onMoab and on all who have the ends
of their hair cut, who are living in thewaste land: for all these nations and all the people
of Israel are without circumcision in their hearts.
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10
1Give ear to thewordwhich the Lord says to you, O people of Israel: 2This iswhat the

Lord has said: Do not go in the way of the nations; have no fear of the signs of heaven,
for the nations go in fear of them. 3 For that which is feared by the people is foolish: it
is thework of the hands of theworkman; for a tree is cut down by him out of thewoods
withhis axe. 4Theymake it beautifulwith silver andgold; theymake it strongwithnails
and hammers, so that it may not be moved. 5 It is like a pillar in a garden of plants, and
has no voice: it has to be lifted, for it has no power of walking. Have no fear of it; for it
has no power of doing evil and it is not able to do any good. 6There is no one like you, O
Lord; you are great and your name is great in power. 7Whowould not have fear of you,
O King of the nations? for it is your right: for among all the wise men of the nations,
and in all their kingdoms, there is no one like you. 8 But they are together like beasts
and foolish: the teaching of false gods is wood. 9 Silver hammered into plates is sent
fromTarshish, and gold fromUphaz, thework of the expert workman and of the hands
of the gold-worker; blue and purple is their clothing, all the work of expert men. 10But
the Lord is the true God; he is the living God and an eternal king: when he is angry, the
earth is shaking with fear, and the nations give way before his wrath. 11 This is what
you are to say to them: The gods who have not made the heavens and the earth will
be cut off from the earth and from under the heavens. 12He has made the earth by his
power, he has made the world strong in its place by his wisdom, and by his wise design
the heavens have been stretched out. 13 At the sound of his voice there is a massing
of waters in the heavens, and he makes the mists go up from the ends of the earth; he
makes the thunder-flames for the rain, and sends out the wind from his store-houses.
14Then everymanbecomes like a beastwithout knowledge; every gold-worker is put to
shameby the image he hasmade: for hismetal image is deceit, and there is no breath in
them. 15They are nothing, awork of error: in the time of their punishment, destruction
will overtake them. 16Theheritage of Jacob is not like these; for themaker of all things is
his heritage: the Lord of armies is his name. 17Get your goods together and go out of the
land, O youwho are shut up in the walled town. 18For the Lord has said, I will send the
people inflight like a stone from the land at this time, troubling themso that theywill be
conscious of it. 19 Sorrow is mine for I amwounded! mywoundmay not be made well;
and I said, Cruel is my disease, I may not be free from it. 20My tent is pulled down and
allmy cords are broken: my children have gone fromme, and they are not: no longer is
there anyone to give help in stretching out my tent and hanging up my curtains. 21 For
the keepers of the sheep have become like beasts, not looking to the Lord for directions:
so they have not donewisely and all their flocks have been put to flight. 22News is going
about, see, it is coming, a great shaking is coming from the north country, so that the
towns of Judah may be made waste and become the living-place of jackals. 23O Lord, I
am conscious that aman's way is not in himself: man has no power of guiding his steps.
24O Lord, put me right, but with wise purpose; not in your wrath, or you will make me
small. 25 Let your wrath be let loose on the nations which have no knowledge of you,
and on the families who give no worship to your name: for they have made a meal of
Jacob, truly they have made a meal of him and put an end to him andmade his fields a
waste.

11
1 The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, 2 Give ear to the words

of this agreement, and say to the men of Judah and to the people of Jerusalem, 3 The
Lord, the God of Israel, has said, Let that man be cursed who does not give ear to the
words of this agreement, 4 To the order which I gave your fathers on the day when I
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took them out of the land of Egypt, out of the oven of iron, saying, Give ear to my voice,
and do all the orders I have given you: so youwill bemy people, and I will be your God:
5 So that I may give effect to the oath which I made to your fathers, to give them a land
flowing with milk and honey as at this day. And I said in answer, So be it, O Lord. 6And
the Lord said to me, Give out these words in the towns of Judah and in the streets of
Jerusalem, saying, Give ear to the words of this agreement and do them. 7 For I gave
certainwitness to your fathers on the daywhen I took them up out of the land of Egypt,
and even to this day, getting up early and witnessing and saying, Give ear to my voice.
8 But they gave no attention and did not give ear, but they went on, every man in the
pride of his evil heart: so I sent on them all the curses in this agreement, which I gave
them orders to keep, but they did not. 9And the Lord said to me, There is an evil design
at work among the men of Judah and the people of Jerusalem. 10They are turned back
to the sins of their fathers, who would not give ear to my words; they have gone after
other gods andbecome their servants: the people of Israel and the people of Judahhave
not kept the agreement which I made with their fathers. 11 So the Lord has said, I will
send evil on them, which they will not be able to get away from; and they will send up
a cry for help to me, but I will not give ear to them. 12Then the towns of Judah and the
people of Jerusalemwill go crying for help to the gods towhom they have been burning
perfumes: but they will give them no salvation in the time of their trouble. 13 For the
number of your gods is as the number of your towns, O Judah; and for every street in
Jerusalem you have put up altars to the Baal for burning perfumes to the Baal. 14And
as for you, make no prayers for this people, send up no cry or prayer for them: for I
will not give ear to their cry in the time of their trouble. 15About Judah. What have you
to do in my house? is it your thought that oaths and holy flesh will get you out of your
trouble? will youmake yourself safe in this way? 16You had been named by the Lord, A
branching olive-tree, fair with beautiful fruit: with the noise of a great rushing he has
put it on fire and its branches are broken. 17For the Lord of armies, by whom youwere
planted, has given his decision for evil against you, because of the evil which the people
of Israel and thepeopleof Judahhavedone, Inmovingme towrathbyofferingperfumes
to the Baal. 18And the Lord gavemeknowledge of it and I saw it: then youmade clear to
me their doings. 19But Iwas like a gentle lamb taken to be put to death; I hadno thought
that theywere designing evil againstme, saying, Come and let usmake trouble his food,
cutting him off from the land of the living, so that theremay be nomorememory of his
name. 20 But, O Lord of armies, judging in righteousness, testing the thoughts and the
heart, let me see your punishment come on them: for I have put my cause before you.
21So this iswhat the Lord of armies has said about themen of Anathothwhohavemade
designs against your life, saying, You are not to be a prophet in the name of the Lord,
or death will overtake you by our hands: 22 So the Lord of armies has said, See, I will
send punishment on them: the youngmenwill be put to the sword; their sons and their
daughterswill come to death through need of food: 23Not one of themwill keep his life,
for I will send evil on themen of Anathoth in the year of their punishment.

12
1You are in the right, O Lord, when I putmy cause before you: still letme take upwith

you thequestionof yourdecisions: whydoes theevil-doerdowell? whyare theworkers
of deceit living in comfort? 2They have been planted by you, they have taken root; they
go on and give fruit: you are near in theirmouths but far from their thoughts. 3But you,
O Lord, have knowledge of me; you seeme, searching and testing howmy heart is with
you: let thembe pulled out like sheep to be put to death,make them ready for the day of
death. 4How longwill the land have grief, and the plants of all the land be dry? because
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of the sins of the people living in it, destruction has overtaken the beasts and the birds;
because they said, God does not see our ways. 5 If running with the fighting-men has
made you tired, how will you be able to keep up with horses? and if in a land of peace
you go in flight, what will become of you in the thick growth of Jordan? 6For even your
brothers, your father's family, even they have been untrue to you, crying loudly after
you: have no faith in them, though they say fair words to you. 7 I have given up my
house, I have let my heritage go; I have given the loved one ofmy soul into the hands of
her haters. 8My heritage has become like a lion in the woodland to me; her voice has
been loud against me; so I have hate for her. 9My heritage is like a brightly coloured
bird tome; the cruel birds are attacking her on every side: go, get together all the beasts
of the field, make them come for destruction. 10 The keepers of sheep have been the
destruction of my vine-garden, crushing my heritage under their feet; they have made
my fair heritage an unplanted waste; 11 They have made it waste; it is weeping to me,
being wasted; all the land is made waste, because no man takes it to heart. 12 Those
whomake waste have come on all the open hilltops in the waste land; for the sword of
the Lord sends destruction from one end of the land to the other end of the land: no
flesh has peace. 13 Though good grain was planted, they have got in thorns: they have
given themselves painwithout profit: theywill be shamed on account of their produce,
because of theburningwrathof theLord. 14This iswhat theLordhas said against allmy
evil neighbours,whoput their hands on theheritagewhich I gavemypeople Israel: See,
I will have them uprooted from their land, uprooting the people of Judah from among
them. 15And it will come about that, after they have been uprooted, I will again have
pity on them; and I will take them back, everyman to his heritage and everyman to his
land. 16And it will be that, if they give their minds to learning the ways of my people,
usingmy name in their oaths, By the living Lord; as they have been teachingmy people
to take oaths by the Baal; then their placewill bemade certain amongmy people. 17But
if they will not give ear, then I will have that nation uprooted, and given to destruction,
says the Lord.

13
1This is what the Lord said to me: Go and get yourself a linen band and put it round

you and do not put it in water. 2 So, as the Lord said, I got a band for a price and put it
round my body. 3 And the word of the Lord came to me a second time, saying, 4 Take
the band which you got for a price, which is round your body, and go to Parah and put
it in a secret place there in a hole of the rock. 5 So I went and put it in a secret place
by Parah, as the Lord had said to me. 6Then after a long time, the Lord said to me, Up!
go to Parah and get the band which I gave you orders to put there. 7 So I went to Parah
and, uncovering the hole, took the band from the placewhere I had put it away: and the
bandwas damaged and of no use for anything. 8Then theword of the Lord came tome,
saying, 9The Lord has said, In this way I will do damage to the pride of Judah and to the
great prideof Jerusalem. 10These evil peoplewho say theywill not give ear tomywords,
who go on in the pride of their hearts and have become servants and worshippers of
other gods, will become like this band which is of no use for anything. 11 For as a band
goes tightly round a man's body, so I made all the people of Israel and all the people
of Judah tightly united to me; so that they might be a people for me and a name and a
praise and a glory: but they would not give ear. 12 So you are to say this word to them:
This is the word of the Lord, the God of Israel: Every skin bottle will be full of wine;
and they will say to you, Is it not quite clear to us that every skin bottle will be full of
wine? 13Then you are to say to them, The Lord has said, I willmake all the people of this
land, even the kings seated on David's seat, and the priests and the prophets and all the
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people of Jerusalem, overcome with strong drink. 14 I will have them smashed against
one another, fathers and sons together, says the Lord: I will have no pity ormercy, I will
have no feeling for them to keepme from giving them to destruction. 15Give ear and let
your ears be open; be not lifted up: for these are the words of the Lord. 16Give glory to
theLordyourGod, beforehemakes it dark, andbeforeyour feet are slippingon thedark
mountains, and, while you are looking for a light, hemakes it into deep dark, into black
night. 17But if you do not give ear to it, my soul will beweeping in secret for your pride;
myeyewill beweepingbitterly, streamingwithwater, because theLord's flockhasbeen
taken away as prisoners. 18 Say to the king and to the queen-mother, Make yourselves
low, be seatedon theearth: for the crownofyourgloryhas comedownfromyourheads.
19The towns of the south are shut up, and there is no one to make them open: Judah is
taken away as prisoners; all Judah is taken away as prisoners. 20Let your eyes be lifted
up (O Jerusalem), and see those who are coming from the north. Where is the flock
which was given to you, your beautiful flock? 21What will you say when he puts over
you those whom you yourself have made your friends? will not pains take you like a
woman in childbirth? 22And if you say in your heart, Why have these things come on
me? because of the number of your sins, your skirts have been uncovered and violent
punishment overtakes you. 23 Is it possible for the skin of the Ethiopian to be changed,
or themarkings on the leopard? Then itmight be possible for you to do good, who have
been trained to do evil. 24 So I will send them in all directions, as dry grass is taken
away by the wind of the waste land. 25 This is your fate, the part measured out to you
by me, says the Lord, because you have put me out of your memory and put your faith
in what is false. 26 So I will have your skirts uncovered before your face, in order that
your shamemay be seen. 27 I have seen your disgusting acts, even your false behaviour
and your cries of desire and your loose ways on the hills in the field. Unhappy are you,
O Jerusalem, you have no desire to bemade clean; how longwill you be in turning back
to me?

14
1Theword of the Lord came to Jeremiahwhen therewas nowater. 2 Judah isweeping

and its doors are darkwith sorrow, and people are seated on the earth clothed in black;
and the cry of Jerusalem has gone up. 3 Their great men have sent their servants for
water: they come to the holes and there is no water to be seen; they come back with
nothing in their vessels; they are overcome with shame and fear, covering their heads.
4Thosewho dowork on the land are in fear, for there has been no rain on the land, and
the farmers are shamed, covering theirheads. 5And the roe, givingbirth in thefield, lets
heryoungonebeuncared for, because there isnograss. 6Andtheassesof thefieldon the
open hilltops are opening theirmouthswide like jackals to get air; their eyes are hollow
because there is no grass. 7 Though our sins give witness against us, do something, O
Lord, for the honour of your name: for again and again we have been turned away
from you, we have done evil against you. 8O you hope of Israel, its saviour in time of
trouble, why are you like one who is strange in the land, and like a traveller putting up
his tent for a night? 9Why are you like a man surprised, like a man of war who is not
able to give help? but you, O Lord, arewith us, andwe are named by your name; do not
go away from us. 10This is what the Lord has said about this people: Even so they have
been glad to go from the right way; they have not kept their feet from wandering, so
the Lord has no pleasure in them; nowhewill keep their wrongdoing inmind and send
punishment for their sins. 11And the Lord said to me, Make no prayer for this people
for their good. 12When they go without food, I will not give ear to their cry; when they
give burned offerings andmeal offerings, I will not take pleasure in them: but I will put
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an end to themby the sword and by need of food and by disease. 13Then I said, Ah, Lord
God! see, the prophets say to them, You will not see the sword or be short of food; but
I will give you certain peace in this place. 14 Then the Lord said to me, The prophets
say false words in my name, and I gave them no orders, and I said nothing to them:
what they say to you is a false vision and wonder-working words without substance,
the deceit of their hearts. 15 So this is what the Lord has said about the prophets who
make use of my name, though I sent them not, and say, The sword and need of food
will not be in this land: the sword and need of food will put an end to those prophets.
16And the people to whom they are prophets will be pushed out dead into the streets of
Jerusalem, because there isno food, andbecauseof the sword; and theywill havenoone
to put their bodies into the earth, them or their wives or their sons or their daughters:
for I will let loose their evil-doing on them. 17And you are to say this word to them, Let
my eyes be streaming with water night and day, and let it not be stopped; for the virgin
daughter of my people is wounded with a great wound, with a very bitter blow. 18 If I
go out into the open country, there are those put to death by the sword! and if I go into
the town, there are those who are diseased from need of food! for the prophet and the
priest go about in the land and have no knowledge. 19Have you completely given up
Judah? is your soul turned in disgust from Zion? why have you given us blows from
which there is no one to make us well? we were looking for peace, but no good came;
and for a timeofwell-being, but therewas only a great fear. 20Weare conscious, OLord,
of our sin and of the wrongdoing of our fathers: we have done evil against you. 21Do
not be turned fromus in disgust, because of your name; do not put shame on the seat of
your glory: keep us inmind, let not your agreementwith us be broken. 22Are any of the
false gods of the nations able tomake rain come? are the heavens able to give showers?
are you not he, O Lord our God? so we will go on waiting for you, for you have done all
these things.

15
1Then the Lord said to me, Even if Moses and Samuel came before me, I would have

no desire for this people: send them away frombeforeme, and let them go. 2And it will
be, when they say to you, Where are we to go? then you are to say to them, The Lord
has said, Such as are for death, to death; and such as are for the sword, to the sword;
and such as are to be in need of food, to need of food; and such as are to be taken away
prisoners, to be taken away. 3 And I will put over them four divisions, says the Lord:
the sword causing death, dogs pulling the dead bodies about, and the birds of heaven,
and the beasts of the earth to take their bodies for food and put an end to them. 4And
I will make them a cause of fear to all the kingdoms of the earth, because of Manasseh,
the son of Hezekiah, king of Judah, and what he did in Jerusalem. 5 For who will have
pity on you, O Jerusalem? and who will have sorrow for you? or who will go out of his
way to see how you are? 6 You have given me up, says the Lord, you have gone back:
somy hand is stretched out against you for your destruction; I am tired of changingmy
purpose. 7And I have sent a cleaning wind on them in the public places of the land; I
have taken their children from them; I have givenmy people to destruction; they have
not been turned from theirways. 8 I have let theirwidowsbe increased innumbermore
than the sand of the seas: I have sent against them, against the mother and the young
men, onewhomakeswaste in the heat of the day, causing pain and fears to come onher
suddenly. 9Themother of seven is without strength; her spirit is gone fromher, her sun
has gone downwhile it is still day: she has been shamed and overcome: and the rest of
them Iwill give up to the sword before their haters, says the Lord. 10Sorrow ismine,my
mother, because you have given birth tome, a cause of fighting and argument in all the
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earth! I have not made men my creditors and I am not in debt to any, but every one of
them is cursingme. 11 ... 12 Is it possible for iron to be broken; even iron from the north,
and brass? 13 I will give your wealth and your stores to your attackers, without a price,
because of all your sins, even in every part of your land. 14Theywill go awaywith your
haters into a land which is strange to you: for my wrath is on fire with a flame which
will be burning on you. 15O Lord, you have knowledge: keep me in mind and come to
my help, and give their right reward to those who are attacking me; take me not away,
for you are slow to be angry: see how I have undergone shame because of you from all
those who make little of your word; 16 But to me your word is a joy, making my heart
glad; for I am named by your name, O Lord God of armies. 17 I did not take my seat
among the band of those who are glad, and I had no joy; I kept by myself because of
your hand; for you have made me full of wrath. 18Why is my pain unending and my
woundwithout hope of beingmadewell? Sorrow ismine, for you are tome as a stream
offering false hope and as waters which are not certain. 19 For this cause the Lord has
said, If you will come back, then I will again let you take your place before me; and if
you give out what is of value and not that which has no value, youwill be asmymouth:
let them come back to you, but do not go back to them. 20And I will make you a strong
wall of brass to this people; theywill be fighting against you, but theywill not overcome
you: for I am with you to keep you safe, says the Lord. 21 I will keep you safe from the
hands of the evil-doers, and I will give you salvation from the hands of the cruel ones.

16
1Then again the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2You are not to take a wife for

yourself orhave sonsordaughters in thisplace. 3For this iswhat theLordhas saidabout
the sons and daughters who come to birth in this place, and about their mothers who
have given them birth, and about their fathers who have given life to them in this land:
4Death from evil diseases will overtake them; there will be no weeping for them and
their bodies will not be put to rest; they will be like waste on the face of the earth: the
sword and need of food will put an end to them; their dead bodies will be meat for the
birdsofheavenand for thebeastsof theearth. 5For this iswhat theLordhas said: Donot
go into the house of sorrow, do not go to make weeping or songs of grief for them: for I
have taken awaymypeace from this people, says the Lord, evenmercy andpity. 6Death
will overtake great as well as small in the land: their bodies will not be put in a resting-
place, and no onewill beweeping for them orwounding themselves or cutting off their
hair for them: 7Noonewillmakea feast for them in sorrow, to give themcomfort for the
dead, or put to their lips the cup of comfort on account of their father or their mother.
8And you are not to go into the house of feasting, or be seated with them to take food
or drink. 9For the Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has said, See, before your eyes and
in your days I will put an end in this place to the laughing voices and the voice of joy;
to the voice of the newly-married man and the voice of the bride. 10And it will be, that
when you say all these words to the people, then they will say to you,Why has the Lord
done all this evil against us? what is ourwrongdoing andwhat is our sinwhichwehave
done against the Lord our God? 11Then youwill say to them, Because your fathers have
given me up, says the Lord, and have gone after other gods and become their servants
and their worshippers, and have given me up and have not kept my law; 12 And you
have doneworse evil than your fathers; for see, every one of you is guided by the pride
of his evil heart, so as not to give ear to me: 13 For this reason I will send you away out
of this land into a land which is strange to you, to you and to your fathers; there you
will be the servants of other gods day and night, and you will have no mercy fromme.
14For this cause, see, the days are coming, says the Lord, when it will no longer be said,
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By the living Lord, who took the children of Israel up out of the land of Egypt. 15But, By
the living Lord, who took the children of Israel up out of the land of the north, and from
all the countries where he had sent them: and I will take them back again to their land
which I gave to their fathers. 16See, I will send for great numbers of fishermen, says the
Lord, and they will take them like fish in a net; and after that, I will send for numbers
of bowmen, and they will go after them, driving them from every mountain and from
every hill, and out of the holes of the rocks. 17 For my eyes are on all their ways: there
is no cover for them frommy face, and their evil-doing is not kept secret frommy eyes.
18And I will give them the reward of their evil-doing and their sin twice over; because
they havemademy land unclean, and havemademy heritage full of the bodies of their
unholy anddisgusting things. 19OLord,my strength andmy strong tower,my safe place
in the day of trouble, the nations will come to you from the ends of the earth, and say,
The heritage of our fathers is nothing but deceit, even false things in which there is no
profit. 20Will a manmake for himself gods which are no gods? 21For this reason, truly,
I will make them see, this once I will give them knowledge of my hand and my power;
and they will be certain that my name is the Lord.

17
1 The sin of Judah is recorded with a pen of iron, and with the sharp point of a jewel

it is cut on their hearts of stone, and on the horns of their altars for a sign to them:
2 Their altars and their wood pillars under every branching tree, on the high hills and
themountains in the field. 3 I will give yourwealth and all your stores to be taken away
inwarwithout a price, because of your sins in every part of your land. 4And your hand
will have to let go your heritagewhich I gave you; and Iwill make you a servant to your
haters in a landwhich is strange to you: for you have putmywrath on firewith a flame
which will go on burning for ever. 5 This is what the Lord has said: Cursed is the man
who puts his faith in man, and makes flesh his arm, and whose heart is turned away
from the Lord. 6For he will be like the brushwood in the upland, andwill not see when
good comes; but his living-place will be in the dry places in the waste land, in a salt and
unpeopled land. 7A blessing is on the man who puts his faith in the Lord, and whose
hope the Lord is. 8For he will be like a tree planted by the waters, pushing out its roots
by the stream; he will have no fear when the heat comes, but his leaf will be green; in a
dry year he will have no care, and will go on giving fruit. 9The heart is a twisted thing,
not to be searched out by man: who is able to have knowledge of it? 10 I the Lord am
the searcher of the heart, the tester of the thoughts, so that I may give to everyman the
reward of his ways, in keepingwith the fruit of his doings. 11Like the partridge, getting
eggs togetherbutnotproducingyoung, is amanwhogetswealthbutnotby right; before
half his days are ended, it will go from him, and at his end he will be foolish. 12A seat
of glory, placed on high from the first, is our holy place. 13O Lord, the hope of Israel, all
who give you upwill be put to shame; those who go away from youwill be cut off from
the earth, because they have given up the Lord, the fountain of living waters. 14Make
me well, O Lord, and I will be well; be my saviour, and I will be safe: for you are my
hope. 15 See, they say to me, Where is the word of the Lord? let it come now. 16As for
me, I have not said; Let the day of trouble come to them quickly; and I have not been
hoping for the death-giving day; you have knowledge ofwhat came frommy lips; it was
open before you. 17Be not a cause of fear tome: you aremy safe place in the day of evil.
18Let thembeput to shamewho are attackingme, but letmenot be shamed; let thembe
overcome with fear, but let me not be overcome: send on them the day of evil, and put
them to destruction twice over. 19This iswhat the Lord has said tome: Go and take your
place in the doorway of Benjamin, where the kings of Judah come in and bywhich they
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go out, and in all the doorways of Jerusalem; 20And say to them, Give ear to the word
of the Lord, you kings of Judah, and all the people of Jerusalem who come in by these
doors: 21This iswhat the Lord has said: See to yourselves, that you take upnoweight on
the Sabbath day, or take it in through the doors of Jerusalem; 22And take no weight out
of your houses on the Sabbath day, or do any work, but keep the Sabbath day holy, as
I gave orders to your fathers; 23But they gave no attention and would not give ear, but
they made their necks stiff so that they might not give ear and might not get teaching.
24And itwill be, that ifwith all care you give ear tome, says the Lord, and takenoweight
through the doorways of this town on the Sabbath day, but keep the Sabbath day holy
and do no work in it; 25Then through the doors of this town there will come kings and
princes, seated on the seat of David, going in carriages and onhorseback, they and their
princes, and the men of Judah and the people of Jerusalem: and this town will keep its
place for ever. 26And theywill come fromthe townsof Judah, and from theplaces round
about Jerusalem, and from the land of Benjamin, and from the lowlands, and from the
mountains, and from the South, with burned offerings and offerings of beasts andmeal
offerings and perfume and offerings of praise, to the house of the Lord. 27But if you do
not give ear tome, to keep the Sabbath day holy, and to let noweight be lifted and taken
through thedoors of Jerusalemon the Sabbathday: then Iwill put afire in its doorways,
burning up the great houses of Jerusalem, and it will never be put out.

18
1 The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, 2 Up! go down to the

potter's house, and there Iwill letmywords come toyourears. 3Then Iwentdown to the
potter's house, and he was doing his work on the stones. 4And when the vessel, which
he was forming out of earth, got damaged in the hand of the potter, he made it again
into another vessel, as it seemed good to the potter to make it. 5 Then the word of the
Lord came tome, saying, 6O Israel, am I not able to dowith you as this potter does? says
the Lord. See, like earth in the potter's hand are you inmy hands, O Israel. 7Whenever
I say anything about uprooting a nation or a kingdom, and smashing it and sending
destruction on it; 8 If, in that very minute, that nation of which I was talking is turned
away from its evil, my purpose of doing evil to themwill be changed. 9Andwhenever I
say anything about building up a nation or a kingdom, and planting it; 10 If, in that very
minute, it does evil inmy eyes, going againstmy orders, thenmy good purpose, which I
said I would do for them, will be changed. 11Now, then, say to the men of Judah and to
the people of Jerusalem, This is what the Lord has said: See, I am forming an evil thing
against you, and designing a design against you: let everyman comeback now fromhis
evil way, and let your ways and your doings be changed for the better. 12But they will
say, There is no hope: we will go on in our designs, and every one of us will do what he
is moved by the pride of his evil heart to do. 13 So this is what the Lord has said: Make
search among the nations and see who has hadword of such things; the virgin of Israel
has done a very shocking thing. 14Will the white snow go away from the top of Sirion?
will the coldwaters flowing from themountains becomedry? 15Formypeople haveput
meout of theirmemory, burningperfumes to thatwhich is nothing; andbecause of this,
Iwill put a cause of falling in theirways, even in the old roads, andwillmake themgoon
side-roads, in awaynot liftedup; 16Making their landa thing ofwonder, causing sounds
of surprise for ever; everyone who goes by will be overcome with wonder, shaking his
head. 17 I will send them in flight, as from an east wind, before the attacker; I will let
them seemyback andnotmy face on the day of their downfall. 18Then they said, Come,
let usmake a design against Jeremiah; for teachingwill never be cut off from the priest,
or wisdom from the wise, or the word from the prophet. Come, let us make use of his
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words for an attack on him, and let us give attention with care to what he says. 19Give
thought tome,OLord, andgive ear to thevoiceof thosewhoput forwarda causeagainst
me. 20 Is evil to be the reward of good? for theyhavemade adeephole formy soul. Keep
inmind how I tookmy place before you, to say a goodword for them so that yourwrath
might be turned away from them. 21 For this cause, let their children be without food,
and give them over to the power of the sword; and let their wives be without children
and become widows; let their men be overtaken by death, and their young men be put
to the sword in the fight. 22 Let a cry for help go up from their houses, when you send
an armed band on them suddenly: for they have made a hole in which to take me, and
have put nets for my feet secretly. 23 But you, Lord, have knowledge of all the designs
which they havemade againstmy life; let not their evil-doing be covered or their sin be
washed away from before your eyes: but let it be a cause of falling before you: so do to
them in the time of your wrath.

19
1This is what the Lord has said: Go and get formoney a potter's bottle made of earth,

and take with you some of the responsible men of the people and of the priests; 2And
go out to the valley of the son of Hinnom, by the way into the door of broken pots, and
there say ina loudvoice thewordswhich Iwill giveyou; 3Say, Give ear to thewordof the
Lord, Okings of Judahandpeople of Jerusalem; theLordof armies, theGodof Israel, has
said, See, I will send evil on this place whichwill be bitter to the ears of anyone hearing
of it. 4 Because they have given me up, and made this place a strange place, burning
perfumes in it to other gods, of whom they and their fathers and the kings of Judah had
no knowledge; and they have made this place full of the blood of those who have done
no wrong; 5And they have put up the high places of the Baal, burning their sons in the
fire; a thingwhichwasnot ordered byme, and itwas never inmymind: 6For this cause,
see, a time is coming, says the Lord, when this place will no longer be named Topheth,
or, The valley of the son of Hinnom, but, The valley of Death. 7 I will make the purpose
of Judah and Jerusalem come to nothing in this place; I will have them put to the sword
by their haters, and by the hands of thosewho have designs on their life; and their dead
bodies I will give to be food for the birds of heaven and the beasts of the earth. 8And I
will make this town a thing of wonder and a cause of surprise; everyone who goes by
will be overcomewithwonder andmake sounds of surprise, because of all its troubles.
9 I will make them take the flesh of their sons and the flesh of their daughters for food,
they will be making a meal of one another, because of their bitter need and the cruel
grip of their haters and those who have made designs against their life. 10Then let the
potter's bottle be broken before the eyes of themenwho have gonewith you, 11And say
to them, This is what the Lord of armies has said: Even sowill this people and this town
be broken by me, as a potter's bottle is broken and may not be put together again: and
the bodies of the dead will be put in the earth in Topheth, till there is no more room.
12 This is what I will do to this place, says the Lord, and to its people, making this town
likeTopheth: 13And thehousesof Jerusalem, and thehousesof thekingsof Judah,which
they havemade unclean, will be like the place of Topheth, even all the houses onwhose
roofsperfumeshavebeenburned toall thearmyofheaven, anddrinkofferingsdrained
out to other gods. 14 Then Jeremiah came from Topheth, where the Lord had sent him
to give the prophet's word; and he took his place in the open square of the Lord's house,
and said to all the people, 15 The Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has said: See, I will
send on this town and on all her towns all the evil which I have said; because theymade
their necks stiff, so that theymight not give ear to mywords.
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20
1Now it came to the ears of Pashhur, the son of Immer the priest, who was chief in

authority in thehouse of theLord, that Jeremiahwas saying these things; 2AndPashhur
gave blows to Jeremiah and had his feet chained in a framework of wood in the higher
doorway of Benjamin, which was in the house of the Lord. 3 Then on the day after,
Pashhur let Jeremiah loose. Then Jeremiah said to him, The Lord has given you the
name of Magor-missabib (Cause-of-fear-on-every-side), not Pashhur. 4For the Lord has
said, See, I will make you a cause of fear to yourself and to all your friends: they will
come to their death by the sword of their haters, and your eyeswill see it: and Iwill give
all Judah into the hands of the king of Babylon, and he will take them away prisoners
into Babylon and put them to the sword. 5Andmore than this, I will give all the wealth
of this town and all its profits and all its things of value, even all the stores of the kings
of Judah will I give into the hands of their haters, who will put violent hands on them
and take them away to Babylon. 6And you, Pashhur, and all who are in your house, will
go away prisoners: you will come to Babylon, and there your body will be put to rest,
you and all your friends, towhomyou said falsewords. 7OLord, you have been false to
me, and Iwas tricked; you are stronger than I, and have overcomeme: I have become a
thing to be laughed at all the day, everyonemakes sport of me. 8For every word I say is
a cry for help; I saywith a loud voice, Violent behaviour andwasting: because theword
of the Lord ismade a shame tome and a cause of laughing all the day. 9And if I say, Iwill
not keep him inmind, I will not say anotherword in his name; then it is inmy heart like
a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I am tired of keeping myself in, I am not able
to do it. 10 For numbers of them say evil secretly in my hearing (there is fear on every
side): they say, Come, let us give witness against him; all my nearest friends, who are
watching for my fall, say, It may be that he will be taken by deceit, and we will get the
better of himandgivehimpunishment. 11But theLord iswithmeas a great one, greatly
to be feared: so my attackers will have a fall, and they will not overcomeme: they will
be greatly shamed, because they have not done wisely, even with an unending shame,
kept in memory for ever. 12 But, O Lord of armies, testing the upright and seeing the
thoughts and the heart, let me see your punishment come on them; for I have put my
cause before you. 13Makemelody to the Lord, give praise to the Lord: for he has made
the soul of the poor man free from the hands of the evil-doers. 14A curse on the day of
my birth: let there be no blessing on the daywhenmymother hadme. 15A curse on the
man who gave the news to my father, saying, You have a male child; making him very
glad. 16May that man be like the towns overturned by the Lord without mercy: let a
cry for help come to his ears in the morning, and the sound of war in the middle of the
day; 17Because he did not put me to death before my birth took place: so my mother's
body would have been my last resting-place, and she would have been with child for
ever. 18Why did I come frommymother's body to see pain and sorrow, so that my days
might be wasted with shame?

21
1 The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord, when King Zedekiah sent to him

Pashhur, the son of Malchiah, and Zephaniah, the son of Maaseiah the priest, saying,
2 Will you get directions from the Lord for us; for Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon,
is making war against us; it may be that the Lord will do something for us like all the
wonders he has done, and make him go away from us. 3 Then Jeremiah said to them,
This is what you are to say to Zedekiah: 4 The Lord God of Israel has said, See, I am
turning back the instruments ofwar in your hands, withwhich you are fighting against
the king of Babylon and the Chaldaeans, who are outside the walls and shutting you in;



Jeremiah 21:5 676 Jeremiah 22:13

and I will get them together inside this town. 5And Imyself will be fighting against you
with an outstretched hand andwith a strong arm, even with angry feeling and passion
and in great wrath. 6And I will send a great disease on the people living in this town,
on man and on beast, causing their death. 7And after that, says the Lord, I will give up
Zedekiah, king of Judah, and his servants and his people, even those in the town who
have not come to their end from the disease and the sword and from need of food, into
the hands of Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, and into the hands of their haters, and
into the hands of those desiring their death: he will put them to the sword; he will not
let anyone get away, he will have no pity or mercy. 8And to this people you are to say,
The Lord has said, See, I put before you the way of life and the way of death. 9He who
keeps in this town will come to his death by the sword and through need of food and
through disease; but he who goes out and gives himself up to the Chaldaeans who are
shutting you in, will go on living, and will keep his life safe. 10 For my face is turned to
this town for evil and not for good, says the Lord: it will be given into the hands of the
king of Babylon, and he will have it burned with fire. 11About the family of the king of
Judah. Give ear to the word of the Lord; 12O family of David, this is what the Lord has
said: Dowhat is right in themorning, andmake free fromthehandsof the cruel onehim
whose goods have been violently taken away, or mywrath will go out like fire, burning
so that no one may put it out, because of the evil of your doings. 13 See, I am against
you, you who are living on the rock of the valley, says the Lord; you who say, Who will
come down against us? or who will get into our houses? 14 I will send punishment on
you in keeping with the fruit of your doings, says the Lord: and I will put a fire in her
woodlands, burning up everything round about her.

22
1This is what the Lord has said: Go down to the house of the king of Judah and there

givehim thisword, 2And say, Give ear to thewordof theLord, Okingof Judah, seatedon
the seat of David, you and your servants and your people who come in by these doors.
3This is what the Lord has said: Dowhat is right, judging uprightly, andmake free from
the hands of the cruel one him whose goods have been violently taken away: do no
wrong and be not violent to the man from a strange country and the child without a
father and the widow, and let not those who have done no wrong be put to death in
this place. 4 For if you truly do this, then there will come in through the doors of this
house kings seated on the seat of David, going in carriages and on horseback, he and
his servants and his people 5 But if you do not give ear to these words, I give you my
oath bymyself, says the Lord, that this house will become awaste. 6For this is what the
Lord has said about the family of the king of Judah: You are Gilead to me, and the top
of Lebanon: but, truly, I will make you waste, with towns unpeopled. 7And I will make
ready those who will send destruction on you, everyone armed for war: by them your
best cedar-trees will be cut down and put in the fire. 8And nations from all sides will
go past this town, and everymanwill say to his neighbour,Why has the Lord done such
things to this great town? 9 And they will say, Because they gave up the agreement of
the Lord their God, and becameworshippers and servants of other gods. 10Let there be
no weeping for the dead, and make no songs of grief for him: but make bitter weeping
for him who has gone away, for he will never come back or see again the country of
his birth. 11 For this is what the Lord has said about Shallum, the son of Josiah, king
of Judah, who became king in place of Josiah his father, who went out from this place:
He will never come back there again: 12But death will come to him in the place where
they have taken him away prisoner, and he will never see this land again. 13A curse is
on him who is building his house by wrongdoing, and his rooms by doing what is not
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right; whomakes use of his neighbour without payment, and gives him nothing for his
work; 14Who says, I willmake awide house formyself, and rooms of great size, and has
windows cut out, and has it roofed with cedar and painted with bright red. 15Are you
to be a king because youmakemore use of cedar than your father? did not your father
take foodanddrinkanddo right, judging in righteousness, and then itwaswell for him?
16He was judge in the cause of the poor and those in need; then it was well. Was not
this to have knowledge of me? says the Lord. 17But your eyes and your heart are fixed
only on profit for yourself, on causing the death of himwho has done nowrong, and on
violent and cruel acts. 18 So this is what the Lord has said about Jehoiakim, the son of
Josiah, king of Judah: They will make no weeping for him, saying, Ah my brother! or,
Ah sister! they will make no weeping for him, saying, Ah lord! or, Ah his glory! 19They
will do to him what they do to the dead body of an ass; his body will be pulled out and
placed on the earth outside the doors of Jerusalem. 20Go up to Lebanon and give a cry;
let your voice be loud in Bashan, crying out fromAbarim; for all your lovers have come
to destruction 21Myword came to you in the time of yourwell-being; but you said, I will
not give ear. This has been yourway fromyour earliest years, you did not give attention
to my voice. 22All the keepers of your sheep will be food for the wind, and your lovers
will be taken away prisoners: truly, then you will be shamed and unhonoured because
of all your evil-doing. 23O you who are living in Lebanon, making your living-place in
the cedars, howgreatly to be pitiedwill you bewhenpains come on you, as on awoman
in childbirth! 24 By my life, says the Lord, even if Coniah, the son of Jehoiakim, king
of Judah, was the ring on my right hand, even from there I would have you pulled off;
25And I will give you into the hands of those desiring your death, and into the hands of
those whom you are fearing, even into the hands of Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon,
and into the hands of the Chaldaeans. 26 I will send you out, and yourmother who gave
you birth, into another country not the land of your birth; and there death will come to
you. 27But to the land on which their soul's desire is fixed, they will never come back.
28 Is this man Coniah a broken vessel of no value? is he a vessel in which there is no
pleasure? why are they violently sent out, he and his seed, into a land which is strange
to them? 29O earth, earth, earth, give ear to the word of the Lord! 30The Lord has said,
Let this man be recorded as having no children, a man who will not do well in all his
life: for noman of his seed will do well, seated on the seat of the kingdom of David and
ruling again in Judah.

23
1A curse is on the keepers who are causing the destruction and loss of the sheep of

my field, says the Lord. 2 So this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, has said against the
keepers who have the care of my people: You have let my flock be broken up, driving
them away and not caring for them; see, I will send on you the punishment for the evil
of your doings, says the Lord. 3And I will get the rest of my flock together from all the
countrieswhere I have sent them, andwillmake themcomeback again to their resting-
place; and theywill have offspring and be increased. 4And Iwill put over themkeepers
whowill take care of them: never againwill they be overcomewith fear or be troubled,
and there will not be the loss of one of them, says the Lord. 5 See, the days are coming,
says the Lord, when I will give to David a true Branch, and he will be ruling as king,
acting wisely, doing what is right, and judging uprightly in the land. 6 In his days Judah
will have salvation and Israel will be livingwithout fear: and this is the name bywhich
he will be named, The Lord is our righteousness. 7And so, truly, the days are coming
when they will say no longer, By the living Lord, who took the children of Israel up out
of the land of Egypt; 8But, By the living Lord, who took up the seed of Israel, and made
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them come out of the north country, and from all the countries where I had sent them;
and they will be living in the land which is theirs. 9 About the prophets. My heart is
broken inme, all my bones are shaking; I am like aman full of strong drink, like a man
overcome by wine; because of the Lord, and because of his holy words. 10 For the land
is full ofmenwho are untrue to theirwives; because of the curse the land is full of grief;
the green fields of the waste land have become dry; and they are quick to do evil, their
strength is forwhat isnot right. 11For theprophetaswell as thepriest isunclean; even in
my house I have seen their evil-doing, says the Lord. 12For this cause their steps will be
slipping on theirway: theywill be forcedon into thedark andhave a fall there: for Iwill
sendevil on themin theyearof theirpunishment, says theLord. 13And Ihave seenways
without sense in theprophets of Samaria; theybecameprophets of theBaal, causingmy
people Israel to go wrong. 14And in the prophets of Jerusalem I have seen a shocking
thing; they are untrue to theirwives, walking in deceit, and theymake strong the hands
of evil-doers, so that a man may not be turned back from his evil-doing: they have all
become like Sodom to me, and its people like Gomorrah. 15 So this is what the Lord of
armies has said about the prophets: See, I will give them a bitter plant for their food,
and bitter water for their drink: for from the prophets of Jerusalemunclean behaviour
has gone out into all the land. 16 This is what the Lord of armies has said: Do not give
ear to the words which the prophets say to you: they give you teaching of no value: it is
from themselves that their vision comes, and not out of the mouth of the Lord. 17They
keep on saying to those who have no respect for the word of the Lord, You will have
peace; and to everyone who goes on his way in the pride of his heart, they say, No evil
will come to you. 18For which of them has knowledge of the secret of the Lord, and has
seenhim, andgivenear tohisword? whichof themhas takennoteofhiswordandgiven
attention to it? 19 See, the storm-wind of the Lord, even the heat of his wrath, has gone
out, a rolling storm, bursting on theheads of the evil-doers. 20Thewrath of the Lordwill
not be turned back till he has done, till he has put into effect, the purposes of his heart:
in days to come you will have full knowledge of this. 21 I did not send these prophets,
but they went running: I said nothing to them, but they gave out the prophet's word.
22But if they had been in my secret, then they would have made my people give ear to
my words, turning them from their evil way, and from the evil of their doings. 23 Am
I only a God who is near, says the Lord, and not a God at a distance? 24 In what secret
place may a man take cover without my seeing him? says the Lord. Is there any place
in heaven or earth where I am not? says the Lord. 25My ears have been open to what
the prophets have said, who say false words in my name, saying, I have had a dream, I
have had a dream, I have had a dream, 26 Is (myword) in the hearts of the prophetswho
give out falsewords, even theprophets of thedeceit of their hearts? 27Whosepurpose is
to take away thememory of my name frommy people by their dreams, of which every
man is talking to his neighbour, as their fathers gave up thememory ofmyname for the
Baal. 28 If a prophet has a dream, let him give out his dream; and he who has my word,
let him give out my word in good faith. What has the dry stem to do with the grain?
says the Lord. 29 Is not my word like fire? says the Lord; and like a hammer, smashing
the rock to bits? 30For this cause I am against the prophets, says the Lord, who takemy
words, every one from his neighbour. 31 See, I am against the prophets, says the Lord,
who let their tongues say, He has said. 32See, I am against the prophets of false dreams,
says the Lord, who give them out andmakemy people go out of the way by their deceit
and their uncontrolled words: but I did not send them or give them orders; and they
will be of no profit to this people, says the Lord. 33And if this people, or the prophet, or
a priest, questioning you, says, What word of weight is there from the Lord? then you
are to say to them, You are the word, for I will not be troubled with you any more, says
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the Lord. 34 And as for the prophet and the priest and the people who say, A word of
weight from the Lord! I will send punishment on thatman and on his house. 35But this
is what you are to say, every man to his neighbour and every man to his brother, What
answer has the Lord given? and,What has the Lord said? 36And youwill no longer put
people inmind of theword ofweight of the Lord: for everyman'swordwill be aweight
on himself; for the words of the living God, of the Lord of armies, our God, have been
twisted by you. 37This is what you are to say to the prophet, What answer has the Lord
given to you? and, What has the Lord said? 38But if you say, The word of weight of the
Lord; this is what the Lord has said: Because you say, Theweight of the Lord, and I have
sent to you, saying, You are not to say, The weight of the Lord; 39 For this reason, truly,
I will put you completely out of my memory, and I will put you, and the town which I
gave to you and to your fathers, away frombeforemy face: 40And Iwill give you aname
without honour for ever, and unending shamewhichwill never go from thememory of
men.

24
1TheLordgavemeavision, and I saw twobaskets full offigsput in front of theTemple

of the Lord, after Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, had taken prisoner Jeconiah, the
son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, and the chiefs of Judah, and the expert workmen and
metal-workers from Jerusalem, and had taken them to Babylon. 2One basket had very
good figs, like the figs which first come to growth: and the other basket had very bad
figs, so bad that they were of no use for food. 3 Then the Lord said to me, What do you
see, Jeremiah? And I said, Figs; the goodfigs are very good, and the bad very bad, and of
no use for food, they are so bad. 4And theword of the Lord came tome, saying, 5This is
what the Lord, the God of Israel, has said: Like these good figs, so inmy eyes will be the
prisoners of Judah, whom I have sent from this place into the land of the Chaldaeans
for their good. 6 For I will keep my eyes on them for good, and I will take them back
again to this land, building them up and not pulling them down, planting them and not
uprooting them. 7And I will give them a heart to have knowledge of me, that I am the
Lord: and they will be my people, and I will be their God: for they will come back to
me with all their heart. 8 And like the bad figs which are so bad that they are of no
use for food, so I will give up Zedekiah, king of Judah, and his chiefs and the rest of
Jerusalemwho are still in this land, and those who are in the land of Egypt: 9 I will give
them up to be a cause of fear and of trouble among all the kingdoms of the earth; to
be a name of shame and common talk and a cutting word and a curse in all the places
wherever I will send them wandering. 10And I will send the sword, and need of food,
and disease, among them till they are all cut off from the landwhich I gave to them and
to their fathers.

25
1 The word which came to Jeremiah about all the people of Judah in the fourth year

of Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah king of Judah; this was the first year of Nebuchadrezzar,
king of Babylon. 2 This word Jeremiah gave out to all the people of Judah and to those
living in Jerusalem, saying, 3From the thirteenth year of Josiah, the sonofAmon, king of
Judah, even till this day, for twenty-three years, the word of the Lord has been coming
to me, and I have given it to you, getting up early and talking to you; but you have not
given ear. 4And the Lord has sent to you all his servants the prophets, getting up early
and sending them; but you have not given attention and your ear has not been open to
give hearing; 5 Saying, Come back now, everyone from his evil way and from the evil
of your doings, and keep your place in the land which the Lord has given to you and
to your fathers, from times long past even for ever: 6Do not go after other gods to be
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their servants and to give them worship, and do not make me angry with the work of
your hands, causing evil to yourselves. 7 But you have not given ear to me, says the
Lord; so that you have made me angry with the work of your hands, causing evil to
yourselves. 8 So this is what the Lord of armies has said: Because you have not given
ear to my words, 9 See, I will send and take all the families of the north, says the Lord,
and Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, my servant, and make them come against this
land, and against its people, and against all these nations on every side; and I will give
them up to complete destruction, and make them a cause of fear and surprise and a
waste place for ever. 10Andmore than this, I will take from them the sound of laughing
voices, the voice of joy, the voice of the newly-married man, and the voice of the bride,
the sound of the stones crushing the grain, and the shining of lights. 11All this landwill
be a waste and a cause of wonder; and these nations will be the servants of the king
of Babylon for seventy years. 12And it will come about, after seventy years are ended,
that Iwill sendpunishment on thekingofBabylon, andon thatnation, says theLord, for
their evil-doing, and on the land of the Chaldaeans; and I will make it a waste for ever.
13And I will make that land undergo everything I have said against it, even everything
recorded in thisbook,which Jeremiah theprophethas saidagainst all thenations. 14For
anumberofnationsandgreat kingswillmake servants of them, evenof them: and Iwill
give them the reward of their acts, even the reward of the work of their hands. 15 For
this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, has said to me: Take the cup of the wine of this
wrath frommyhand, andmakeall thenations towhomI sendyou takeof it. 16Andafter
drinking it, they will go rolling from side to side, and be off their heads, because of the
sword which I will send among them. 17Then I took the cup from the Lord's hand, and
gave a drink from it to all the nations to whom the Lord sent me; 18 Jerusalem and the
towns of Judah and their kings and their princes, tomake themawaste place, a cause of
fear and surprise anda curse, as it is this day; 19Pharaoh, king of Egypt, andhis servants
and his princes and all his people; 20And all the mixed people and all the kings of the
land of Uz, and all the kings of the land of the Philistines, and Ashkelon and Gaza and
Ekron and the rest of Ashdod; 21EdomandMoab and the children of Ammon, 22And all
the kings of Tyre, and all the kings of Zidon, and the kings of the lands across the sea;
23Dedan and Tema and Buz, and all who have the ends of their hair cut; 24And all the
kings of Arabia, and all the kings of the mixed people living in the waste land; 25 And
all the kings of Zimri, and all the kings of Elam, and all the kings of the Medes; 26And
all the kings of the north, far and near, one with another; and all the kingdoms of the
world on the face of the earth. 27And you are to say to them, This is what the Lord of
armies, the God of Israel, has said: Take of this cup and be overcome, and let it come
out again from your lips, and from your fall you will never be lifted up again, because
of the sword which I will send among you. 28And it will be, if they will not take of the
cup in your hand, then you are to say to them, This is what the Lord of armies has said:
You will certainly take of it. 29 For see, I am starting to send evil on the town which is
namedbymyname, andare you tobewithout anypunishment? Youwill not bewithout
punishment: for I will send a sword on all people living on the earth, says the Lord of
armies. 30So, as aprophet, give out thesewords among them, and say to them, Thevoice
of the Lordwill be sounding like a lion from on high; hewill send out his voice from his
holy place, like the loud voice of a lion, against his flock; he will give a cry, like those
who are crushing the grapes, against all the people of the earth. 31A noise will come,
even to the end of the earth; for the Lord has a cause against the nations, hewill give his
decision against all flesh; as for the evil-doers, he will give them to the sword, says the
Lord. 32 This is what the Lord of armies has said: See, evil is going out from nation to
nation, and a great stormwill come up from the inmost parts of the earth. 33And at that
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day, the bodies of thosewhom the Lordhas put to deathwill be seen fromone end of the
earth even to the other end of the earth: therewill be noweeping for them, their bodies
will not be taken up or put to rest in the earth; they will be like waste on the face of the
land. 34Give cries of grief, you keepers of sheep; give cries for help, rolling yourselves
in the dust, you chiefs of the flock: for the days of your destruction have fully come,
and I will send you in all directions, and your fall will be like that of the males of the
flock. 35There will be noway of flight for the keepers of sheep, no road for the chiefs of
the flock to get away safely. 36A sound of the cry of the keepers of sheep, and the bitter
crying of the chiefs of the flock! for the Lord has made waste their green fields. 37And
there is no sound in the fields of peace, because of the burningwrath of the Lord. 38The
lion has come out of his secret place, for the land has become a waste because of the
cruel sword, and because of the heat of his wrath.

26
1When Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah, king of Judah, first became king, this word came

from the Lord, saying, 2 This is what the Lord has said: Take your place in the open
square of the Lord's house and say to all the towns of Judah, who come into the Lord's
house for worship, everything I give you orders to say to them: keep back not a word;
3 It may be that they will give ear, and that every man will be turned from his evil way,
so that my purpose of sending evil on them because of the evil of their doings may be
changed. 4And you are to say to them, This is what the Lord has said: If you do not give
ear tome and go in theway ofmy lawwhich I have put before you, 5And give ear to the
words of my servants the prophets whom I send to you, getting up early and sending
them, though you gave no attention; 6Then I will make this house like Shiloh, and will
make this town a curse to all the nations of the earth. 7And in the hearing of the priests
and the prophets and all the people, Jeremiah said thesewords in the house of the Lord.
8Now,when Jeremiahhad come to the end of saying everything the Lord had givenhim
orders to say to all the people, the priests and the prophets and all the people took him
by force, saying, Death will certainly be your fate. 9Why have you said in the name of
the Lord, This house will be like Shiloh, and this land a waste with no one living in it?
And all the people had come together to Jeremiah in the house of the Lord. 10And the
rulers of Judah, hearing of these things, came up from the king's house to the house of
the Lord, and took their seats by the new door of the Lord's house. 11 Then the priests
and the prophets said to the rulers and to all the people, The right fate for this man is
death; for he has saidwords against this town in your hearing. 12Then Jeremiah said to
all the rulers and toall thepeople, TheLordhas sentmeashis prophet to sayagainst this
houseandagainst this townall thewordswhichhavecometoyourears. 13Sonow,make
a change for the better in your ways and your doings, and give ear to the voice of the
Lord your God; then the Lord will let himself be turned from the decision he has made
against you for evil. 14As for me, here I am in your hands: do with mewhatever seems
good and right in your opinion. 15Only be certain that, if you put me to death, you will
make yourselves and your townand its people responsible for the blood of onewhohas
donenowrong: for truly, the Lordhas sentme to you to say all thesewords in your ears.
16 Then the rulers and all the people said to the priests and the prophets, It is not right
for this man to be put to death: for he has said words to us in the name of the Lord our
God. 17Then some of the responsible men of the land got up and said to all the meeting
of the people, 18Micah theMorashtite, whowas a prophet in the days of Hezekiah, king
of Judah, said to all the people of Judah, This is what the Lord of armies has said: Zion
will become like a ploughed field, and Jerusalem will become a mass of broken walls,
and the mountain of the house like the high places of the woodland. 19 Did Hezekiah



Jeremiah 26:20 682 Jeremiah 27:17

and all Judah put him to death? did he not in the fear of the Lord make prayer for the
grace of the Lord, and the Lord let himself be turned from the decision he had made
against them for evil? By this act wemight do great evil against ourselves. 20And there
was anothermanwhowas a prophet of the Lord, Uriah, the son of Shemaiah of Kiriath-
jearim; he said against this townandagainst this landall thewordswhich Jeremiahhad
said: 21And when his words came to the ears of Jehoiakim the king and all his men of
war andhis captains, the kingwouldhaveput him todeath; butUriah, hearing of it, was
full of fear and went in flight into Egypt: 22And Jehoiakim the king sent Elnathan, the
son ofAchbor, and certainmenwith him, into Egypt. 23And they tookUriah out of Egypt
and came back with him to Jehoiakim the king; who put him to death with the sword,
and had his dead body put into the resting-place of the bodies of the common people.
24But Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, gave Jeremiah his help, so that hewas not given into
the hands of the people to be put to death.

27
1WhenZedekiah, the son of Josiah, king of Judah, first becameking thisword came to

Jeremiah from theLord, saying, 2This iswhat theLordhas said tome: Make for yourself
bands and yokes and put them on your neck; 3And send them to the king of Edom, and
to the king of Moab, and to the king of the children of Ammon, and to the king of Tyre,
and to the king of Zidon, by their servants who come to Jerusalem, to Zedekiah, king of
Judah; 4And give them orders to say to their masters, This is what the Lord of armies,
the God of Israel, has said: Say to your masters, 5 I have made the earth, and man and
beast on the face of the earth, bymy great power andbymyoutstretched arm; and Iwill
give it to anyone at my pleasure. 6And now I have given all these lands into the hands
of Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, my servant; and I have given the beasts of the
field to him for his use. 7And all the nations will be servants to him and to his son and
to his son's son, till the time comes for his land to be overcome: and then a number of
nations and great kings will take it for their use. 8 And it will come about, that if any
nation does not become a servant to this same Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, and
does not put its neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon, then Iwill send punishment
on that nation, says the Lord, by the sword and need of food and by disease, till I have
given them into his hands. 9And you are not to give attention to your prophets or your
readers of signs or your dreamers or those who see into the future or those who make
use of secret arts, who say to you, You will not become servants of the king of Babylon:
10For they say falsewords to you, so that youmay be sent away far from your land, and
so that you may be forced out by me and come to destruction. 11But as for that nation
which puts its neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon and becomes his servant, I
will let that nation keep on in its land, farming it and living in it, says the Lord. 12And
I said all this to Zedekiah, king of Judah, saying, Put your necks under the yoke of the
king of Babylon and become his servants and his people, so that you may keep your
lives. 13Why are you desiring death, you and your people, by the sword, and because
food is gone, and by disease, as the Lord has said of the nation which does not become
the servant of the king of Babylon? 14And you are not to give ear to the prophets who
say to you, You will not become servants of the king of Babylon: for what they say is
not true. 15 For I have not sent them, says the Lord, but they are saying what is false
in my name, so that I might send you out by force, causing destruction to come on you
and on your prophets. 16And I said to the priests and to all the people, This is what the
Lord has said: Give no attention to the words of your prophets who say to you, See, in a
very little time now the vessels of the Lord's house will come back again from Babylon:
for what they say to you is false. 17Give no attention to them; become servants of the
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king of Babylon and keep yourselves from death: why let this town become a waste?
18But if they are prophets, and if the word of the Lord is with them, let them nowmake
request to the Lord of armies that the vesselswhich are still in the house of the Lord and
in the house of the king of Judah and at Jerusalem, may not go to Babylon. 19For this is
what the Lord has said about the rest of the vesselswhich are still in this town, 20Which
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, did not take away, when he took Jeconiah, the son of
Jehoiakim, king of Judah, a prisoner from Jerusalem to Babylon, with all the great men
of Judah and Jerusalem; 21For this is what the Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has said
about the rest of thevessels in thehouseof theLordand in thehouseof thekingof Judah
and at Jerusalem: 22They will be taken away to Babylon, and there they will be till the
daywhen I send their punishment on them, says the Lord. Then Iwill take themup and
put them back in their place.

28
1 And it came about in that year, when Zedekiah first became king of Judah, in the

fourth year, in the fifth month, that Hananiah, the son of Azzur the prophet, who came
from Gibeon, said to Jeremiah in the house of the Lord, before the priests and all the
people, 2These are thewords of the Lord of armies, the God of Israel: Byme the yoke of
the king of Babylonhas beenbroken. 3 In the space of twoyears Iwill sendback into this
place all the vessels of the Lord's house which Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, took
away from this place to Babylon: 4 And I will let Jeconiah, the son of Jehoiakim, king
of Judah, come back to this place, with all the prisoners of Judah who went to Babylon,
says the Lord: for I will have the yoke of the king of Babylon broken. 5Then the prophet
Jeremiah said to the prophet Hananiah, before the priests and all the people who had
come into the house of the Lord, 6The prophet Jeremiah said, So be it: may the Lord do
so: may the Lord give effect to the words which you have said, and let the vessels of the
Lord's house, and all the people who have been taken away, come back from Babylon
to this place. 7 But still, give ear to this word which I am saying to you and to all the
people: 8Theprophets,whowerebeforemeandbeforeyou, fromearly timesgaveword
to a number of countries and great kingdoms about war and destruction and disease.
9The prophet whose words are of peace, when his words come true, will be seen to be
a prophet whom the Lord has sent. 10 Then Hananiah the prophet took the yoke from
the neck of the prophet Jeremiah and it was broken by his hands. 11And before all the
peopleHananiahsaid, TheLordhas said, Evensowill I let theyokeof thekingofBabylon
be broken off the necks of all the nations in the space of two years. Then the prophet
Jeremiahwent away. 12Then after the yoke had been broken off the neck of the prophet
JeremiahbyHananiah theprophet, thewordof theLord came to Jeremiah, saying, 13Go
and say to Hananiah, This is what the Lord has said: Yokes of wood have been broken
by you, but in their place I will make yokes of iron. 14For the Lord of armies, the God of
Israel, has said: I have put a yoke of iron on the necks of all these nations, making them
servants to Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon; and they are to be his servants: and in
addition I have given him the beasts of the field. 15 Then the prophet Jeremiah said to
Hananiah the prophet, Give ear, now, Hananiah; the Lord has not sent you; but you are
making this people put their faith in what is false. 16 For this reason the Lord has said,
See, I will send you away from off the face of the earth: this year death will overtake
you, because you have said words against the Lord. 17 So death came to Hananiah the
prophet the same year, in the seventhmonth.

29
1 Now these are the words of the letter which Jeremiah the prophet sent from
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Jerusalem to the responsible men among those who had been taken away, and to the
priests and the prophets and to all the rest of the people whom Nebuchadnezzar had
taken away prisoners from Jerusalem to Babylon; 2 (After Jeconiah the king and the
queen-mother and the unsexed servants and the rulers of Judah and Jerusalem and the
expert workmen and themetal-workers had gone away from Jerusalem;) 3By the hand
of Elasah, the son of Shaphan, and Gemariah, the son of Hilkiah, (whom Zedekiah, king
of Judah, sent toBabylon, toNebuchadnezzar, kingofBabylon,) saying, 4This iswhat the
Lordof armies, theGodof Israel, has said to all thosewhomIhave takenawayprisoners
from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 Go on building houses and living in them, and planting
gardens and using the fruit of them; 6 Take wives and have sons and daughters, and
take wives for your sons, and give your daughters to husbands, so that they may have
sons and daughters; and be increased in number there and do not become less. 7And
be working for the peace of the land to which I have had you taken away prisoners,
and make prayer to the Lord for it: for in its peace you will have peace. 8 For this is
what the Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has said: Do not let yourselves be tricked
by the prophets who are among you, and the readers of signs, and give no attention
to their dreams which they may have; 9 For they are saying to you what is false in my
name: I have not sent them, says the Lord. 10 For this is what the Lord has said: When
seventy years are ended for Babylon, I will have pity on you and give effect to my good
purpose for you, causing you to come back to this place. 11 For I am conscious of my
thoughts about you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you hope at
the end. 12And youwill go on crying tome andmaking prayer tome, and I will give ear
to you. 13Andyouwill be searching formeand Iwill be there,whenyouhave gone after
me with all your heart. 14 I will be near you again, says the Lord, and your fate will be
changed, and I will get you together from all the nations and from all the places where
I had sent you away, says the Lord; and I will take you back again to the place from
which I sent you away prisoners. 15 For you have said, The Lord has given us prophets
in Babylon. 16 For this is what the Lord has said about the king who is seated on the
seat of David's kingdom, and about all the people living in this town, your countrymen
who have not gone out with you as prisoners; 17 This is what the Lord of armies has
said: See, I will send on them the sword and need of food and disease, and will make
them like bad figs, which are of no use for food, they are so bad. 18 I will go after them,
attacking them with the sword and with need of food and with disease, and will make
them a cause of fear to all the kingdoms of the earth, to be a curse and a wonder and a
surprise and anameof shameamong all the nationswhere I have sent them: 19Because
they have not given ear to my words, says the Lord, when I sent to them my servants
the prophets, getting up early and sending them; but you did not give ear, says the Lord.
20And now, give ear to the word of the Lord, all you whom I have sent away prisoners
from Jerusalem to Babylon. 21 This is what the Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has
said about Ahab, the son of Kolaiah, and about Zedekiah, the son of Maaseiah, who
are saying to you what is false in my name: See, I will give them up into the hands
of Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, and he will put them to death before your eyes.
22And their fatewill be used as a curse by all the prisoners of Judahwho are in Babylon,
who will say, May the Lord make you like Zedekiah and like Ahab, who were burned
in the fire by the king of Babylon; 23Because they have done shame in Israel, and have
taken their neighbours' wives, and in my name have said false words, which I did not
give them orders to say; and I myself am the witness, says the Lord. 24About Shemaiah
the Nehelamite. 25Shemaiah the Nehelamite sent a letter in his name to Zephaniah, the
son ofMaaseiah the priest, saying, 26The Lord hasmade you priest in place of Jehoiada
the priest, to be an overseer in the house of the Lord for every man who is off his head



Jeremiah 29:27 685 Jeremiah 30:19

and is acting as a prophet, to put such men in prison and in chains. 27 So why have you
made no protest against Jeremiah of Anathoth, who is acting as a prophet to you? 28For
he has sent to us in Babylon saying, The time will be long: go on building houses and
living in them, and planting gardens and using the fruit of them. 29And Zephaniah the
priest made clear to Jeremiah the prophet what was said in the letter, reading it to him.
30Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah the prophet, saying, 31 Send to all those
who have been taken away, saying, This is what the Lord has said about Shemaiah the
Nehelamite: Because Shemaiah has been acting as a prophet to you, and I did not send
him, andhasmade youput your faith inwhat is false; 32For this cause the Lordhas said,
Truly I will send punishment on Shemaiah and on his seed; not aman of his family will
have a place among this people, and he will not see the good which I am going to do to
my people, says the Lord: because he has said words against the Lord.

30
1 The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, 2 The Lord, the God of

Israel, has said, Put down in a book all the words which I have said to you. 3For see, the
days are coming, says the Lord, when I will let the fate of my people Israel and Judah
be changed, says the Lord: and I will make them come back to the land which I gave
to their fathers, so that they may take it for their heritage. 4 And these are the words
which the Lord said about Israel and about Judah. 5 This is what the Lord has said: A
voice of shaking fear has come to our ears, of fear and not of peace. 6 Put the question
and see if it is possible for a man to have birth-pains: why do I see every man with his
hands gripping his sides, as a woman does when the pains of birth are on her, and all
faces are turned green? 7Ha! for that day is so great that there is no day like it: it is the
time of Jacob's trouble: but he will get salvation from it. 8For it will come about on that
day, says the Lord of armies, that his yoke will be broken off his neck, and his bands
will be burst; andmen of strange landswill no longermake use of him as their servant:
9 But they will be servants to the Lord their God and to David their king, whom I will
give back to them. 10 So have no fear, O Jacob, my servant, says the Lord; and do not be
troubled, O Israel: for see, Iwillmakeyou comeback from far away, andyour seed from
the land where they are prisoners; and Jacob will come back, and will be quiet and at
peace, and no one will give him cause for fear. 11For I amwith you, says the Lord, to be
your saviour: for I will put an end to all the nations where I have sent you wandering,
but I will not put an end to you completely: though with wise purpose I will put right
your errors, and will not let you go quite without punishment. 12For the Lord has said,
Your disease may not be made well and your wound is bitter. 13 There is no help for
your wound, there is nothing to make you well. 14 Your lovers have no more thought
for you, they go after you no longer; for I have given you the wound of a hater, even
cruel punishment; 15Why are you crying for help because of your wound? for your
painmay never be taken away: because your evil-doingwas so great and because your
sins were increased, I have done these things to you. 16 For this cause, all those who
take you for their foodwill themselves become your food; and all your attackers, every
one of them, will be taken prisoners; and those who send destruction on you will come
to destruction; and all those who take away your goods by force will undergo the same
themselves. 17 For I will make you healthy again and I will make you well from your
wounds, says the Lord; because they have given you the name of an outlaw, saying, It is
Zion cared for bynoman. 18The Lordhas said, See, I am changing the fate of the tents of
Jacob, and Iwill have pity on his houses; the townwill be put up on its hill, and the great
houses will be living-places again. 19And from themwill go out praise and the sound of
laughing: and I will make them great in number, and they will not become less; and I
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will give themglory, and theywill notbe small. 20And their childrenwill beas theywere
in the old days, and the meeting of the people will have its place before me, and I will
sendpunishmentonallwhoarecruel to them. 21And their chiefwill beof theirnumber;
their ruler will come from among themselves; and I will let him be present before me,
so that hemay come near to me: for whomay have strength of heart to come near me?
says the Lord. 22And you will be my people, and I will be your God. 23 See, the storm-
wind of the Lord, even the heat of his wrath, has gone out, a rolling storm, bursting on
the heads of the evil-doers. 24 The wrath of the Lord will not be turned back till he has
done, till he has put into effect, the purposes of his heart: in days to come youwill have
full knowledge of this.

31
1 At that time, says the Lord, I will be the God of all the families of Israel, and they

will be my people. 2 The Lord has said, Grace came in the waste land to a people kept
safe from the sword, even to Israel on the way to his resting-place. 3 From far away he
saw the Lord: my love for you is an eternal love: so with mercy I have made you come
withme. 4 I will againmake new your buildings, O virgin of Israel, and youwill take up
your place: again you will take up your instruments of music, and go out in the dances
of those who are glad. 5Again will your vine-gardens be planted on the hill of Samaria:
the planters will be planting and using the fruit. 6 For there will be a day when those
who get in the grapes on the hills of Ephraim will be crying, Up! let us go up to Zion
to the Lord our God. 7 For the Lord has said, Make a glad song for Jacob and give a cry
on the top of the mountains: give the news, give praise, and say, The Lord has given
salvation to his people, even to the rest of Israel. 8 See, I will take them from the north
country, and get them from the inmost parts of the earth, and with them the blind and
the feeble-footed, the woman with child and her who is in birth-pains together: a very
great army, they will come back here. 9They will comewith weeping, and going before
them I will be their guide: guiding them by streams of water in a straight way where
there is no falling: for I am a father to Israel, and Ephraim is the first ofmy sons. 10Give
ear to theword of the Lord, O you nations, and give news of it in the sea-lands far away,
and say, He who has sent Israel wandering will get him together and will keep him as
a keeper does his flock. 11 For the Lord has given a price for Jacob, and made him free
from the hands of him who was stronger than he. 12 So they will come with songs on
the high places, flowing together to the good things of the Lord, to the grain and the
wine and the oil, to the young ones of the flock and of the herd: their souls will be like
a watered garden, and they will have no more sorrow. 13Then the virgin will have joy
in the dance, and the young men and the old will be glad: for I will have their weeping
turned into joy, I will give them comfort andmake them glad after their sorrow. 14 I will
give the priests their desired fat things, and my people will have a full measure of my
good things, says the Lord. 15 So has the Lord said: In Ramah there is a sound of crying,
weeping and bitter sorrow; Rachel weeping for her children; she will not be comforted
for their loss. 16 The Lord has said this: Keep your voice from sorrow and your eyes
fromweeping: for your work will be rewarded, says the Lord; and they will come back
from the land of their hater. 17And there is hope for the future, says the Lord; and your
childrenwill comeback to the landwhich is theirs. 18CertainlyEphraim'swords of grief
have come tomy ears, You have givenme training and I have undergone it like a young
cow unused to the yoke: let me be turned and come back, for you are the Lordmy God.
19Truly, after I hadbeen turned, I had regret formyways; andafter I hadgot knowledge,
I made signs of sorrow: I was put to shame, truly, I was covered with shame, because I
had to undergo the shame of my early years. 20 Is Ephraimmy dear son? is he the child
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ofmy delight? for whenever I say things against him, I still keep him inmymemory: so
my heart is troubled for him; I will certainly have mercy on him, says the Lord. 21 Put
up guiding pillars, make road signs for yourself: give attention to the highway, even
the way in which you went: be turned again, O virgin of Israel, be turned to these your
towns. 22How long will you go on turning this way and that, O wandering daughter?
for the Lord has made a new thing on the earth, a woman changed into a man. 23 So
the Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has said, Again will these words be used in the
land of Judah and in its towns, when I have let their fate be changed: May the blessing
of the Lord be on you, O resting-place of righteousness, O holy mountain. 24And Judah
and all its townswill be living there together; the farmers and those who go about with
flocks. 25For I have given new strength to the tired soul and to every sorrowing soul in
full measure. 26At this, awaking from my sleep, I saw; and my sleep was sweet to me.
27 See, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will have Israel and Judah planted
with the seed of man and with the seed of beast. 28 And it will come about that, as I
have been watching over them for the purpose of uprooting and smashing down and
overturning and sending destruction and causing trouble; so I will be watching over
them for the purpose of building up and planting, says the Lord. 29 In those days they
will no longer say, The fathers have been tasting bitter grapes and the children's teeth
are put on edge. 30But everyone will be put to death for the evil which he himself has
done: whoeverhas takenbitter grapeswill himself havehis teethputonedge. 31See, the
days are coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new agreement with the people of
Israel and with the people of Judah: 32Not like the agreement which I made with their
fathers, on the day when I took them by the hand to be their guide out of the land of
Egypt; which agreement was broken by them, and I gave them up, says the Lord. 33But
this is the agreement which I will make with the people of Israel after those days, says
the Lord; I will put my law in their inner parts, writing it in their hearts; and I will be
their God, and theywill bemy people. 34And no longerwill they be teaching everyman
his neighbour and every man his brother, saying, Get knowledge of the Lord: for they
will all have knowledge of me, from the least of them to the greatest of them, says the
Lord: for they will have my forgiveness for their evil-doing, and their sin will go from
my memory for ever. 35 These are the words of the Lord, who has given the sun for a
light byday, ordering themoonand stars for a light bynight,whoputs the sea inmotion,
causing the thunder of its waves; the Lord of armies is his name. 36 If the order of these
thingsbeforeme is everbroken, says theLord, thenwill the seedof Israel come toanend
as a nation before me for ever. 37This is what the Lord has said: If the heavens on high
may be measured, and the bases of the earth searched out, then I will give up the seed
of Israel, because of all they have done, says the Lord. 38 See, the days are coming, says
the Lord, for the building of the Lord's town, from the tower of Hananel to the doorway
of the angle. 39And the measuring-line will go out in front of it as far as the hill Gareb,
going round toGoah. 40And all the valley of the dead bodies, and all the field of death as
far as the streamKidron, up to the angle of the horses' doorway to the east, will be holy
to the Lord; it will not again be uprooted or overturned for ever.

32
1Thewordwhich came to Jeremiah from the Lord in the tenth year of Zedekiah, king

of Judah, whichwas the eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar. 2Nowat that time the king
of Babylon's army was round Jerusalem, shutting it in: and Jeremiah the prophet was
shut up in the place of the armed watchmen, in the house of the king of Judah. 3 For
Zedekiah, king of Judah, had had him shut up, saying,Whyhave you, as a prophet, been
saying, The Lordhas said, See, Iwill give this town into the hands of the king of Babylon,
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andhewill take it; 4AndZedekiah, king of Judah,will not get away from thehands of the
Chaldaeans, butwill certainlybe givenup into thehandsof thekingofBabylon, andwill
have talkwithhim,mouth tomouth, and seehim, eye to eye. 5Andhewill takeZedekiah
away to Babylon, where hewill be till I have pity on him, says the Lord: though you are
fighting with the Chaldaeans, things will not go well for you? 6And Jeremiah said, The
word of the Lord came to me, saying, 7 See, Hanamel, the son of Shallum, your father's
brother, will come to you and say, Give the price and get for yourself my property in
Anathoth: for you have the right of the nearest relation. 8 So Hanamel, the son of my
father's brother, came tome, as the Lord had said, to the place of the armedwatchmen,
and said to me, Give the price and get my property which is in Anathoth in the land of
Benjamin: for you have the nearest relation's right to the heritage; so get it for yourself.
Then it was clear to me that this was the word of the Lord. 9 So I got for a price the
property in Anathoth from Hanamel, the son of my father's brother, and gave him the
money, seventeen shekels of silver; 10And I put it inwriting, stamping itwithmy stamp,
and I tookwitnesses and put themoney into the scales. 11So I took the paperwitnessing
the business, one copy rolled up and stamped, and one copy open: 12 And I gave the
paper toBaruch, the sonofNeriah, the sonofMahseiah, before the eyes ofHanamel, the
son of my father's brother, and of the witnesses who had put their names to the paper,
and before all the Jews who were seated in the place of the armed watchmen. 13And I
gaveorders toBaruch in front of them, saying, 14This iswhat theLordof armies, theGod
of Israel, has said: Take thesepapers, thewitnessof thisbusiness, theonewhich is rolled
upandstamped, and theonewhich is open; andput theminavessel of earth so that they
may be kept for a long time. 15For the Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has said, There
will again be trading in houses and fields and vine-gardens in this land. 16Now after I
had given the paper to Baruch, the son of Neriah, I mademy prayer to the Lord, saying,
17Ah Lord God! see, you havemade the heaven and the earth by your great power and
byyouroutstretchedarm, and there is nothing youarenot able to do: 18Youhavemercy
on thousands, and send punishment for the evil-doing of the fathers on their children
after them: the great, the strongGod, the Lord of armies is his name: 19Great inwisdom
and strong in act: whose eyes are open on all the ways of the sons of men, giving to
everyone the reward of his ways and the fruit of his doings: 20 You have done signs
and wonders in the land of Egypt, and even to this day, in Israel and among other men;
and havemade a name for yourself as at this day; 21And have taken your people Israel
out of the land of Egypt with signs and with wonders and with a strong hand and an
outstretched arm, causing great fear; 22And have given them this land, which you gave
yourword to their fathers to give them, a landflowingwithmilk andhoney; 23And they
came in and took it for their heritage, but they did not give ear to your voice, and were
not ruled by your law; they have done nothing of all you gave them orders to do: so you
have made all this evil come on them: 24 See, they have made earthworks against the
town to take it; and the town is given into the hands of the Chaldaeanswho are fighting
against it, because of the sword and need of food and disease: and what you have said
has taken place, and truly you see it. 25 And you have said to me, Give the money to
get yourself a property, and have the business witnessed; though the town is given into
the hands of the Chaldaeans. 26 And the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, saying,
27 See, I am the Lord, the God of all flesh: is there anything so hard that I am unable to
do it? 28So this iswhat the Lord has said: See, I amgiving this town into the hands of the
Chaldaeans and into the hands ofNebuchadrezzar, the king of Babylon, andhewill take
it: 29And theChaldaeans,whoarefightingagainst this town,will comeandput the town
on fire, burning it together with the houses, on the roofs of which perfumes have been
burned to the Baal, and drink offerings have been drained out to other gods, moving
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me to wrath. 30 For the children of Israel and the children of Judah have done nothing
but evil in my eyes from their earliest years: the children of Israel have only made me
angry with the work of their hands, says the Lord. 31 For this town has been to me a
cause of wrath and of burning passion from the day of its building till this day, so that
I put it away from before my face: 32Because of all the evil of the children of Israel and
of the children of Judah, which they have done tomakeme angry, they and their kings,
their princes, their priests, and their prophets, and the men of Judah and the people
of Jerusalem. 33And they have been turning their backs and not their faces to me: and
though Iwas their teacher, getting up early and teaching them, their earswere not open
to teaching. 34But theyput their disgusting images into thehousewhich is namedbymy
name, making it unclean. 35And they put up the high places of the Baal in the valley of
the sonofHinnom,making their sons and their daughters go through thefire toMolech;
which I did not give them orders to do, and it never came intomymind that theywould
do this disgusting thing, causing Judah to be turned out of theway. 36Andnow the Lord,
the God of Israel, has said of this town, about which you say, It is given into the hands
of the king of Babylon by the sword and by need of food and by disease: 37 See, I will
get them together from all the countries where I have sent them in my wrath and in
the heat of my passion and in my bitter feeling; and I will let them come back into this
place where theymay take their rest safely. 38And they will be my people, and I will be
their God: 39And I will give them one heart and one way, so that they may go on in the
worship of me for ever, for their good and the good of their children after them: 40And
I will make an eternal agreement with them, that I will never give them up, but ever do
themgood; and Iwill put the fearofme in theirhearts, so that theywill not goaway from
me. 41And truly, I will take pleasure in doing them good, and all my heart and soul will
be given to planting them in this land in good faith. 42 For the Lord has said: As I have
made all this great evil come on this people, so I will send on them all the good which I
said about them. 43And there will be trading in fields in this land of which you say, It is
a waste, without man or beast; it is given into the hands of the Chaldaeans. 44Menwill
get fields for money, and put the business in writing, stamping the papers and having
themwitnessed, in the land of Benjamin and in the country round Jerusalem and in the
towns of Judah and in the towns of the hill-country and in the towns of the lowland and
in the towns of the South: for I will let their fate be changed, says the Lord.

33
1Then theword of the Lord came to Jeremiah the second time, while hewas still shut

up in the place of the armed watchmen, saying, 2These are the words of the Lord, who
is doing it, the Lordwho is forming it, tomake it certain; the Lord is his name; 3Let your
cry come to me, and I will give you an answer, and let you see great things and secret
things of which you had no knowledge. 4 For this is what the Lord, the God of Israel,
has said about the houses of this town and the houses of the kings of Judah, which have
been broken down to make earthworks and ... ; 5 ... and to make them full of the dead
bodies of men whom I have put to death in my wrath and in my passion, and because
of whose evil-doing I have kept my face covered from this town. 6 See, I will make it
healthy and well again, I will even make them well; I will let them see peace and good
faith in full measure. 7And I will let the fate of Judah and of Israel be changed, building
them up as at first. 8 And I will make them clean from all their sin, with which they
have been sinning againstme; I will have forgiveness for all their sins, withwhich they
have been sinning against me, and with which they have done evil against me. 9And
this town will be to me for a name of joy, for a praise and a glory before all the nations
of the earth, who, hearing of all the good which I am doing for them, will be shaking
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with fear because of all the good and the peace which I am doing for it. 10 This is what
the Lord has said: There will again be sounding in this place, of which you say, It is a
waste, without man and without beast; even in the towns of Judah and in the streets of
Jerusalem which are waste and unpeopled, without man and without beast, 11Happy
sounds, the voice of joy, the voice of the newly-marriedman and the voice of the bride,
the voices of those who say, Give praise to the Lord of armies, for the Lord is good, for
his mercy is unchanging for ever: the voices of those who gowith praise into the house
of the Lord. For I will let the land come back to its first condition, says the Lord. 12This
is what the Lord of armies has said: Again there will be in this place, which is a waste,
without man and without beast, and in all its towns, a resting-place where the keepers
of sheepwill make their flocks take rest. 13 In the towns of the hill-country, in the towns
of the lowland, and in the towns of the South and in the land of Benjamin and in the
country round Jerusalem and in the towns of Judah, the flocks will again go under the
hand of him who is numbering them, says the Lord. 14 See, the days are coming, says
the Lord, when I will give effect to the goodwordwhich I have said about the people of
Israel and the people of Judah. 15 In those days and at that time, I will let a Branch of
righteousness come up for David; and he will be a judge in righteousness in the land.
16 In those days, Judah will have salvation and Jerusalem will be safe: and this is the
name which will be given to her: The Lord is our righteousness. 17 For the Lord has
said, David will never be without a man to take his place on the seat of the kingdom of
Israel; 18And the priests and the Leviteswill never bewithout aman to comebeforeme,
offeringburnedofferings andperfumes andmeal offerings andofferings of beasts at all
times. 19And theword of the Lord came to Jeremiah, saying, 20The Lord has said: If it is
possible for my agreement of the day and the night to be broken, so that day and night
no longer come at their fixed times, 21Thenmy agreement with my servant David may
be broken, so that he no longer has a son to take his place on the seat of the kingdom;
and my agreement with the Levites, the priests, my servants. 22As it is not possible for
the army of heaven to be numbered, or the sand of the sea measured, so will I make
the seed of my servant David, and the Levites my servants. 23And the word of the Lord
came to Jeremiah, saying, 24Have you taken note of what these people have said, The
two families, which the Lord took for himself, he has given up? This they say, looking
down onmy people as being, in their eyes, no longer a nation. 25The Lord has said, If I
have not made day and night, and if the limits of heaven and earth have not been fixed
byme, 26Then Iwill give up caring for the seed of Jacob and of Davidmy servant, so that
I will not take of his seed to be rulers over the seed of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob: for I
will let their fate be changed andwill havemercy on them.

34
1 The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord, when Nebuchadrezzar, king of

Babylon, and all his army, and all the kingdoms of the earthwhichwere under his rule,
and all the peoples,werefighting against Jerusalemandall its towns, saying, 2TheLord,
the God of Israel, has said, Go and say to Zedekiah, king of Judah, This is what the Lord
has said: See, I will give this town into the hands of the king of Babylon, and he will
have it burned with fire: 3 And you will not get away from him, but will certainly be
taken and given up into his hands; and youwill see the king of Babylon, eye to eye, and
hewill have talkwith you,mouth tomouth, and youwill go to Babylon. 4But give ear to
thewordof theLord, OZedekiah, kingof Judah; this iswhat theLordhas saidabout you:
Deathwill not come to you by the sword: 5Youwill come to your end in peace; and such
burnings as they made for your fathers, the earlier kings before you, will be made for
you; and theywill beweeping for you and saying, Ah lord! for I have said theword, says
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the Lord. 6Then Jeremiah the prophet said all these things to Zedekiah, king of Judah, in
Jerusalem, 7When the army of the king of Babylon was fighting against Jerusalem and
against all the towns of Judah which had not been taken, against Lachish and against
Azekah; for these were the last of the walled towns of Judah. 8Thewordwhich came to
Jeremiah fromtheLord, afterKingZedekiahhadmadeanagreementwithall thepeople
in Jerusalem, to give news in public that servants were to be made free; 9 That every
manwas to let his Hebrewman-servant and his Hebrew servant-girl go free; so that no
one might make use of a Jew, his countryman, as a servant: 10And this was done by all
the rulers and the people who had taken part in the agreement, and every one let his
man-servant and his servant-girl go free, not to be used as servants any longer; they did
so, and let them go. 11But later, they took back again the servants and the servant-girls
whom they had let go free, and put them again under the yoke as servants and servant-
girls. 12 For this reason the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying,
13 The Lord, the God of Israel, has said, I made an agreement with your fathers on the
daywhen I took themout of Egypt, out of the prison-house, saying, 14At the endof seven
years every man is to let go his countryman who is a Hebrew, who has become yours
for a price and has been your servant for six years; you are to let him go free: but your
fathers gave no attention and did not give ear. 15And now, turning away from evil, you
had done what is right in my eyes, giving a public undertaking for every man to make
his neighbour free; and you had made an agreement before me in the house which is
named bymy name: 16But again you have put shame onmy name, and you have taken
back, everyonehisman-servantandhis servant-girl,whomyouhadsentaway free, and
you have put them under the yoke again to be your servants and servant-girls. 17And
so the Lord has said, You have not given ear tome and undertaken publicly, everyman
to let loose his countryman and his neighbour: see, I undertake to let loose against you
the sword and disease and need of food; and I will send you wandering among all the
kingdoms of the earth. 18And I will give themenwho have gone against my agreement
and have not given effect to the words of the agreement which they made before me,
when the oxwas cut in two and theywent between the parts of it, 19The rulers of Judah
and the rulers of Jerusalem, the unsexed servants and the priests and all the people
of the land who went between the parts of the ox, 20 Even these I will give up into the
hands of their haters and into the hands of those who have designs against their lives:
and their dead bodies will become food for the birds of heaven and the beasts of the
earth. 21And Zedekiah, king of Judah, and his rulers I will give into the hands of their
haters and into the hands of those who have designs against their lives, and into the
hands of the king of Babylon's army which has gone away from you. 22 See, I will give
orders, says the Lord, and make them come back to this town; and they will make war
on it and take it and have it burned with fire: and I will make the towns of Judah waste
and unpeopled.

35
1The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord, in the days of Jehoiakim, the son

of Josiah, king of Judah, saying, 2 Go into the house of the Rechabites, and have talk
with them, and take them into the house of the Lord, into one of the rooms, and give
them wine. 3 Then I took Jaazaniah, the son of Jeremiah, the son of Habazziniah, and
his brothers and all his sons and all the Rechabites; 4And I took them into the house of
the Lord, into the roomof the sons of Hanan, the son of Igdaliah, theman of God, which
was near the rulers' room, which was over the room of Maaseiah, the son of Shallum,
the keeper of the door; 5And I put before the sons of the Rechabites basins full of wine
and cups, and I said to them, Take somewine. 6But they said, Wewill take no wine: for
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Jonadab, the son of Rechab our father, gave us orders, saying, You are to take no wine,
you or your sons, for ever: 7And you are to make no houses, or put in seed, or get vine-
gardens planted, or have any: but all your days you are to go on living in tents, so that
youmay have a long life in the land where you are living as in a strange country. 8And
we have kept the rules of Jonadab, the son of Rechab our father, in everythingwhich he
gave us orders to do, drinking nowine all our days, we and ourwives and our sons and
our daughters; 9Building no houses for ourselves, having no vine-gardens or fields or
seed: 10But we have been living in tents, and have done everything which Jonadab our
father gave us orders to do. 11ButwhenNebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, cameup into
the land, we said, Come, let us go to Jerusalem, away from the army of the Chaldaeans
and from the army of the Aramaeans: and so we are living in Jerusalem. 12 Then the
word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, saying, 13 This is what the Lord of armies, the God
of Israel, has said: Go and say to themen of Judah and the people of Jerusalem, Is there
no hope of teaching you to give ear to my words? says the Lord. 14 The orders which
Jonadab, the son of Rechab, gave to his sons to take no wine, are done, and to this day
they take no wine, for they do the orders of their father: but I have sent my words to
you, getting up early and sending them, and you have not given ear tome. 15And I have
sent you all my servants the prophets, getting up early and sending them, saying, Come
back, now, every man from his evil way, and do better, and go not after other gods to
become their servants, and you will go on living in the land which I have given to you
and to your fathers: but your ears havenot beenopen, andyouhavenot givenattention
to me. 16 Though the sons of Jonadab the son of Rechab have done the orders of their
father which he gave them, this people has not given ear to me: 17 For this reason the
Lord, the God of armies, the God of Israel, has said, See, I will send on Judah and on all
the people of Jerusalem all the evil which I said I would do to them: because I sent my
words to them, but they did not give ear; crying out to them, but they gave no answer.
18But to the Rechabites Jeremiah said, This iswhat the Lord of armies, the God of Israel,
has said: Because you have done the orders of Jonadab your father, and have kept his
rules, and done everything as he gave you orders to do it; 19For this reason the Lord of
armies, the God of Israel, has said, Jonadab, the son of Rechab, will never be without a
man to take his place before me.

36
1Now it came about in the fourth year of Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah, king of Judah,

that this word came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, 2 Take a book and put down
in it all the words I have said to you against Israel and against Judah and against all
the nations, from the day when my word came to you in the days of Josiah till this day.
3 It may be that the people of Judah, hearing of all the evil which it is my purpose to
do to them, will be turned, every man from his evil ways; so that they may have my
forgiveness for their evil-doing and their sin. 4Then Jeremiah sent for Baruch, the son
of Neriah; and Baruch took down from themouth of Jeremiah all thewords of the Lord
whichhehad said tohim,writing them inabook. 5And Jeremiahgaveorders toBaruch,
saying, I am shut up, and amnot able to go into the house of the Lord: 6So you are to go,
reading there from the book, which you have taken down frommymouth, thewords of
theLord, in thehearing of the people in theLord's house, on adaywhen they gowithout
food, and in the hearing of all the men of Judah who have come out from their towns.
7 It may be that their prayer for grace will go up to the Lord, and that every man will
be turned from his evil ways: for great is the wrath and the passion made clear by the
Lord against this people. 8And Baruch, the son of Neriah, did as Jeremiah the prophet
gave him orders to do, reading from the book thewords of the Lord in the Lord's house.
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9Now it came about in the fifth year of Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah, king of Judah, in the
ninth month, that it was given out publicly that all the people in Jerusalem, and all the
people who came from the towns of Judah to Jerusalem, were to keep from food before
the Lord. 10Then Baruch gave a public reading of thewords of Jeremiah from the book,
in the house of the Lord, in the room of Gemariah, the son of Shaphan the scribe, in the
higher square, as one goes in by the new doorway of the Lord's house, in the hearing of
all the people. 11And Micaiah, the son of Gemariah, the son of Shaphan, after hearing
all thewords of the Lord from the book, 12Went down to the king's house, to the scribe's
room: and all the rulers were seated there, Elishama the scribe and Delaiah, the son
of Shemaiah, and Elnathan, the son of Achbor, and Gemariah, the son of Shaphan, and
Zedekiah, the sonofHananiah, andall the rulers. 13ThenMicaiahgave themanaccount
of all the words which had come to his ears when Baruch was reading the book to the
people. 14 So all the rulers sent Jehudi, the son of Nethaniah, the son of Shelemiah, the
son of Cushi, to Baruch, saying, Take in your hand the book fromwhich you have been
reading to the people and come. So Baruch, the son of Neriah, took the book in his hand
and came down to them. 15Then they said to him, Be seated now, and give us a reading
from it. So Baruch did so, reading it to them. 16Now it came about that, after hearing all
thewords, they said to one another in fear,Wewill certainly give the king an account of
all thesewords. 17AndquestioningBaruch, they said, Saynow, howdidyouput all these
words down in writing from his mouth? 18 Then Baruch, answering, said, He said all
these things tome byword ofmouth, and I put themdownwith ink in the book. 19Then
the rulers said to Baruch, Go and put yourself in a safe place, you and Jeremiah, and let
nomanhaveknowledge ofwhere youare. 20Then theywent into the open square to the
king; but the book they put away in the room of Elishama the scribe; and they gave the
king an account of all the words. 21 So the king sent Jehudi to get the book, and he took
it from the room of Elishama the scribe. And Jehudi gave a reading of it in the hearing
of the king and all the rulers whowere by the king's side. 22Now the king was seated in
the winter house, and a fire was burning in the fireplace in front of him. 23And it came
about thatwhenever Jehudi, in his reading, had got through three or four divisions, the
king, cutting themwith his penknife, put them into the fire, till all the bookwas burned
up in the fire which was burning in the fireplace. 24 But they had no fear and gave no
signs of grief, not the king or any of his servants, after hearing all these words. 25And
Elnathan and Delaiah and Gemariah had made a strong request to the king not to let
the book be burned, but he would not give ear to them. 26 And the king gave orders
to Jerahmeel, the king's son, and Seraiah, the son of Azriel, and Shelemiah, the son of
Abdeel, to take Baruch the scribe and Jeremiah the prophet: but the Lord kept them
safe. 27Then after the book, in which Baruch had put down the words of Jeremiah, had
beenburnedby the king, thewordof theLord came to Jeremiah, saying, 28Take another
book and put down in it all the words which were in the first book, which Jehoiakim,
king of Judah, put into the fire. 29And about Jehoiakim, king of Judah, you are to say,
This is what the Lord has said: You have put this book into the fire, saying, Why have
you put in it that the king of Babylon will certainly come, causing the destruction of
this land and putting an end to every man and beast in it? 30 For this reason the Lord
has said of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, He will have no son to take his place on the seat
of David: his dead body will be put out to undergo the heat of the day and the cold of
the night. 31 And I will send punishment on him and on his seed and on his servants
for their evil-doing; I will send on them and on the people of Jerusalem and the men of
Judah, all the evil which I said against them, but they did not give ear. 32Then Jeremiah
took another book, and gave it to Baruch the scribe, the son of Neriah, who put down in
it, from themouth of Jeremiah, all the words of the bookwhich had been burned in the
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fire by Jehoiakim, king of Judah: and in addition a number of other words of the same
sort.

37
1 And Zedekiah, the son of Josiah, became king in place of Coniah, the son of

Jehoiakim, whom Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, made king in the land of Judah.
2 But he and his servants and the people of the land did not give ear to the words of
the Lord which he said by Jeremiah the prophet. 3And Zedekiah the king sent Jehucal,
the son of Shelemiah, and Zephaniah, the son of Maaseiah the priest, to the prophet
Jeremiah, saying, Make prayer now to the Lord our God for us. 4 (Now Jeremiah was
going about among the people, for they had not put him in prison. 5 And Pharaoh's
army had come out from Egypt: and the Chaldaeans, who were attacking Jerusalem,
hearing news of them, went away from Jerusalem.) 6 Then the word of the Lord came
to the prophet Jeremiah, saying, 7The Lord, the God of Israel, has said: This is what you
are to say to the king of Judah who sent you to get directions from me: See, Pharaoh's
army, which has come out to your help, will go back to Egypt, to their land. 8And the
Chaldaeans will come back again and make war against this town and they will take
it and put it on fire. 9 The Lord has said, Have no false hopes, saying to yourselves,
The Chaldaeans will go away from us: for they will not go away. 10 For even if you
had overcome all the army of the Chaldaeans fighting against you, and there were only
wounded men among them, still they would get up, every man in his tent, and put this
townonfire. 11And it cameabout thatwhen theChaldaeanarmyoutside Jerusalemhad
gone away for fear of Pharaoh's army, 12 Jeremiah went out of Jerusalem to go into the
land of Benjamin, with the purpose of taking up his heritage there among the people.
13Butwhenhewas at the Benjamin door, a captain of thewatchnamed Irijah, the son of
Shelemiah, the son ofHananiah,whowas stationed there, put his hand on Jeremiah the
prophet, saying, You are going to give yourself up to the Chaldaeans. 14Then Jeremiah
said, That is not true; I am not going to the Chaldaeans. But he would not give ear to
him: so Irijah made him prisoner and took him to the rulers. 15 And the rulers were
angrywith Jeremiah, andgavehimblowsandputhiminprison in thehouseof Jonathan
the scribe: for they had made that the prison. 16 So Jeremiah came into the hole of the
prison, under the arches, andwas there for a long time. 17ThenKing Zedekiah sent and
got him out: and the king, questioning him secretly in his house, said, Is there anyword
from the Lord? And Jeremiah said, There is. Then he said, You will be given up into the
handsof thekingofBabylon. 18Then Jeremiah said toKingZedekiah,Whathasbeenmy
sin against you or against your servants or against this people, that you have put me in
prison? 19Where now are your prophets who said to you, The king of Babylon will not
come against you and against this land? 20Andnowbepleased to give ear, Omy lord the
king; let my prayer for help come before you, and do not makeme go back to the house
of Jonathan the scribe, for fear that I may come tomy death there. 21Then by the order
of Zedekiah the king, Jeremiahwas put into the place of the armedwatchmen, and they
gavehimeveryday a cake of bread from the street of the bread-makers, till all the bread
in the townwas used up. So Jeremiah was kept in the place of the armedwatchmen.

38
1 Now it came to the ears of Shephatiah, the son of Mattan, and Gedaliah, the son

of Pashhur, and Jucal, the son of Shelemiah, and Pashhur, the son of Malchiah, that
Jeremiah had said to all the people, 2 These are the words of the Lord: Whoever goes
on living in this town will come to his death by the sword or through need of food or
by disease: but whoever goes out to the Chaldaeans will keep his life out of the power
of the attackers and be safe. 3The Lord has said, This town will certainly be given into
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the hands of the army of the king of Babylon, and he will take it. 4Then the rulers said
to the king, Let this man be put to death, because he is putting fear into the hearts of
the men of war who are still in the town, and into the hearts of the people, by saying
such things to them: this man is not working for the well-being of the people, but for
their damage. 5 Then Zedekiah the king said, See, he is in your hands: for the king
was not able to do anything against them. 6 So they took Jeremiah and put him into
the water-hole of Malchiah, the king's son, in the place of the armed watchmen: and
they let Jeremiah down with cords. And in the hole there was no water, but wet earth:
and Jeremiah went down into the wet earth. 7Now it came to the ears of Ebed-melech
the Ethiopian, an unsexed servant in the king's house, that they had put Jeremiah into
the water-hole; the king at that time being seated in the doorway of Benjamin: 8 And
Ebed-melech went out from the king's house and said to the king, 9My lord the king,
these men have done evil in all they have done to Jeremiah the prophet, whom they
have put into the water-hole; and he will come to his death in the place where he is
through need of food: for there is no more bread in the town. 10 Then the king gave
orders to Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, saying, Take with you three men from here and
get Jeremiah out of the water-hole before death overtakes him. 11 So Ebed-melech took
the men with him and went into the house of the king, to the place where the clothing
was kept, and got from there old clothing and bits of old cloth, and let them down by
cords into the water-hole where Jeremiah was. 12And Ebed-melech the Ethiopian said
to Jeremiah, Put these bits of old cloth under your arms under the cords. And Jeremiah
did so. 13 So pulling Jeremiah upwith the cords they got him out of the water-hole: and
Jeremiahwas kept in the place of the armedwatchmen. 14Then King Zedekiah sent for
Jeremiah the prophet and took him into the rulers' doorway in the house of the Lord:
and the king said to Jeremiah, I have a question to put to you; keep nothing back from
me. 15 Then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, If I give you the answer to your question, will
you not certainly putme to death? and if I make a suggestion to you, youwill not give it
a hearing. 16 So King Zedekiah gave his oath to Jeremiah secretly, saying, By the living
Lord, who gave us our life, I will not put you to death, or give you up to these men who
are desiring to take your life. 17 Then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, These are the words
of the Lord, the God of armies, the God of Israel: If you go out to the king of Babylon's
captains, then youwill have life, and the townwill not be burnedwith fire, and you and
your family will be kept from death: 18But if you do not go out to the king of Babylon's
captains, then this townwill be given into the hands of the Chaldaeans and theywill put
it on fire, and youwill not get away from them. 19AndKing Zedekiah said to Jeremiah, I
am troubled on account of the Jewswho have gone over to the Chaldaeans, for fear that
theymay giveme up to them and they will put me to shame. 20But Jeremiah said, They
will not give you up: be guided now by the word of the Lord as I have given it to you,
and it will be well for you, and you will keep your life. 21 But if you do not go out, this
is what the Lord has made clear to me: 22 See, all the rest of the women in the house of
the king of Judah will be taken out to the king of Babylon's captains, and these women
will say, Your nearest friends have been false to you and have got the better of you: they
have made your feet go deep into the wet earth, and they are turned away back from
you. 23And they will take all your wives and your children out to the Chaldaeans: and
you will not get away out of their hands, but will be taken by the hands of the king of
Babylon: and this townwill be burnedwith fire. 24Then Zedekiah said to Jeremiah, Let
no man have knowledge of these words, and you will not be put to death. 25 But if it
comes to the ears of the rulers that I have been talking with you, and they come and
say to you, Give us word now of what you have said to the king and what the king said
to you, keeping nothing back and we will not put you to death; 26 Then you are to say
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to them, I made my request to the king, that he would not send me back to my death in
Jonathan's house. 27Then all the rulers came to Jeremiah, questioning him: andhe gave
theman answer in thewords the king had given him orders to say. So they said nothing
more to him; for the thing was not made public. 28 So Jeremiah was kept in the place of
the armedwatchmen till the day when Jerusalemwas taken.

39
1And it came about, that when Jerusalem was taken, (in the ninth year of Zedekiah,

king of Judah, in the tenth month, Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, with all his army,
came against Jerusalem, shutting it in on every side; 2 In the eleventh year of Zedekiah,
in the fourthmonth, on the ninth day of themonth, the townwas broken into:) 3All the
captains of the king of Babylon came in and took their places in the middle doorway of
the town, Nergal-shar-ezer, ruler of Sin-magir, the Rabmag, and Nebushazban, the Rab-
saris, and all the captains of the king of Babylon. 4And when Zedekiah, king of Judah,
and all the men of war saw it, they went in flight from the town by night, by the way
of the king's garden, through the doorway between the two walls: and they went out
by the Arabah. 5But the Chaldaean armywent after themand overtook Zedekiah in the
lowlands of Jericho: and theymadehimaprisoner and tookhimup toNebuchadrezzar,
king of Babylon, to Riblah in the land of Hamath, to be judged by him. 6 Then the king
of Babylon put the sons of Zedekiah to death before his eyes in Riblah: and the king
of Babylon put to death all the great men of Judah. 7 And more than this, he put out
Zedekiah's eyes, and had him put in chains to take him away to Babylon. 8 And the
Chaldaeans put the king's house on fire, as well as the houses of the people, and had
the walls of Jerusalem broken down. 9 Then Nebuzaradan, the captain of the armed
men, took away to Babylon as prisoners, all the rest of the workmen who were still
in the town, as well as those who had given themselves up to him, and all the rest of
the people. 10 But Nebuzaradan, the captain of the armed men, let the poorest of the
people, who had nothing whatever, go on living in the land of Judah, and gave them
vine-gardens andfields at the same time. 11NowNebuchadrezzar, kingofBabylon, gave
orders about Jeremiah to Nebuzaradan, the captain of the armed men, saying, 12 Take
himandkeepaneyeonhimandsee thatnoevil comes tohim; butdowithhimwhatever
he says to you. 13 So Nebuzaradan, the captain of the armed men, sent Nebushazban,
the Rab-saris, and Nergal-shar-ezer, the Rabmag, and all the chief captains of the king
of Babylon, 14And they sent and took Jeremiah out of the place of the watchmen, and
gave him into the care of Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, to take him
to his house: so he was living among the people. 15Now the word of the Lord came to
Jeremiah while he was shut up in the place of the armed watchmen, saying, 16Go and
say to Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, This is what the Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has
said: See, my words will come true for this town, for evil and not for good: they will
come about before your eyes on that day. 17 But I will keep you safe on that day, says
the Lord: you will not be given into the hands of the men you are fearing. 18 For I will
certainly let you go free, and youwill not be put to the sword, but your life will be given
to you out of the hands of your attackers: because you have put your faith in me, says
the Lord.

40
1Thewordwhich came to Jeremiah from the Lord, after Nebuzaradan, the captain of

the armed men, had let him go from Ramah, when he had taken him; for he had been
put in chains, among all the prisoners of Jerusalem and Judah who were taken away
prisoners to Babylon. 2 And the captain of the armed men took Jeremiah and said to
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him, The Lord your God gaveword of the evil whichwas to come on this place: 3***and
the Lord has made it come, and has done as he said; because of your sin against the
Lord in not giving ear to his voice; and that is why this thing has come on you. 4Now
see, this day I am freeing you from the chainswhich are on your hands. If it seems good
to you to come with me to Babylon, then come, and I will keep an eye on you; but if it
does not seem good to you to come with me to Babylon, then do not come: see, all the
land is before you; if it seems good and right to you to go on living in the land, 5 Then
go back to Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, whom the king of Babylon
has made ruler over the towns of Judah, and make your living-place with him among
the people; or go wherever it seems right to you to go. So the captain of the armedmen
gave him food and somemoney and let him go. 6So Jeremiahwent to Gedaliah, the son
of Ahikam, in Mizpah, and was living with him among the people who were still in the
land. 7Now when it came to the ears of all the captains of the forces who were in the
field, and their men, that the king of Babylon had made Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam,
ruler in the land, and had put under his care the men and women and children, all the
poorest of the land, those who had not been taken away to Babylon; 8 Then they came
to Gedaliah in Mizpah, even Ishmael, the son of Nethaniah, and Johanan, the son of
Kareah, and Seraiah, the son of Tanhumeth, and the sons of Ephai the Netophathite,
and Jezaniah, the son of the Maacathite, they and their men. 9And Gedaliah, the son of
Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, took an oath to them and their men, saying, Have no fear
of the servants of the Chaldaeans: go on living in the land, and become the servants
of the king of Babylon, and all will be well. 10 As for me, I will be living in Mizpah as
your representative before the Chaldaeans who come to us: but you are to get in your
wine and summer fruits and oil and put them in your vessels, and make living-places
for yourselves in the towns which you have taken. 11 In the same way, when all the
Jews who were in Moab and among the children of Ammon and in Edom and in all the
countries, had news that the king of Babylon had let Judah keep some of its people and
that he had put over them Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan; 12Then all
the Jews came back from all the places towhich they had gone in flight, and came to the
land of Judah, to Gedaliah, toMizpah, and got in a great store ofwine and summer fruit.
13Now Johanan, the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces which were in the
field, came to Gedaliah in Mizpah, 14 And said to him, Has it come to your knowledge
that Baalis, the king of the children of Ammon, has sent Ishmael, the son of Nethaniah,
to takeyour life? ButGedaliah, the sonofAhikam, putno faith inwhat they said. 15Then
Johanan, the son of Kareah, said to Gedaliah inMizpah secretly, Let me now go and put
Ishmael, the son of Nethaniah, to death without anyone's knowledge: why let him take
your life so that all the Jews who have come together to you may be sent in flight, and
the rest of the men of Judah come to an end? 16 But Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam, said
to Johanan, the son of Kareah, You are not to do this: for what you say about Ishmael is
false.

41
1Now it came about in the seventhmonth that Ishmael, the son of Nethaniah, the son

of Elishama, of the king's seed, having with him ten men, came to Gedaliah, the son of
Ahikam, in Mizpah; and they had a meal together in Mizpah. 2 Then Ishmael, the son
of Nethaniah, and the ten men who were with him, got up, and attacking Gedaliah, the
son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, with the sword, put to death him whom the king
of Babylon had made ruler over the land. 3And Ishmael put to death all the Jews who
were with him, even with Gedaliah, at Mizpah, and the Chaldaean men of war. 4Now
on the second day after he had put Gedaliah to death, when no one had knowledge of
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it, 5 Some people came from Shechem, from Shiloh and Samaria, eighty men, with the
hair of their faces cut off and their clothing out of order, and with cuts on their bodies,
and in their handsmeal offerings and perfumeswhich theywere taking to the house of
the Lord. 6And Ishmael, the son of Nethaniah, went out fromMizpahwith the purpose
of meeting them, weeping on his way: and it came about that when he was face to face
with them he said, Come to Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam. 7And when they came inside
the town, Ishmael, the son of Nethaniah, and the men who were with him, put them to
death and put their bodies into a deep hole. 8But there were tenmen among themwho
said to Ishmael, Do not put us to death, forwe have secret stores, in the country, of grain
and oil and honey. So he did not put them to death with their countrymen. 9Now the
hole into which Ishmael had put the dead bodies of themenwhomhe had put to death,
was the great hole which Asa the king had made for fear of Baasha, king of Israel: and
Ishmael, the son of Nethaniah, made it full of the bodies of those who had been put to
death. 10 Then Ishmael took away as prisoners all the rest of the people who were in
Mizpah, the king's daughters and all the people still in Mizpah, whom Nebuzaradan,
the captain of the armed men, had put under the care of Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam:
Ishmael, the sonofNethaniah, took themawayprisonerswith thepurposeof goingover
to the children of Ammon. 11But when Johanan, the son of Kareah, and all the captains
of the armed forces whowerewith him, had news of all the evil which Ishmael, the son
of Nethaniah, had done, 12They took their men and went out to make war on Ishmael,
the sonofNethaniah, and they came face to facewithhimby the greatwaters inGibeon.
13 Now when all the people who were with Ishmael saw Johanan, the son of Kareah,
and all the captains of the forces with him, then they were glad. 14And all the people
whom Ishmael had taken away prisoners fromMizpah, turning round, came back and
went to Johanan, the son of Kareah. 15But Ishmael, the son ofNethaniah, got away from
Johanan, with eightmen, andwent to the children of Ammon. 16Then Johanan, the son
of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces who were with him, took all the rest of the
people whom Ishmael, the son of Nethaniah, had made prisoners, after he had put to
death Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam, the people fromMizpah, that is, themen ofwar and
the women and the children and the unsexed servants, whom he had taken back with
him from Gibeon: 17And they went and were living in the resting-place of Chimham,
which is near Beth-lehem on the way into Egypt, 18Because of the Chaldaeans: for they
were in fear of them because Ishmael, the son of Nethaniah, had put to death Gedaliah,
the son of Ahikam, whom the king of Babylon hadmade ruler over the land.

42
1Then all the captains of the forces, and Johanan, the son of Kareah, and Jezaniah, the

son of Hoshaiah, and all the people from the least to the greatest, came near, 2And said
to Jeremiah theprophet, Let our request comebefore you, andmakeprayer for us to the
Lord your God, even for this small band of us; for we are only a small band out of what
was a great number, as your eyes may see: 3That the Lord your Godmaymake clear to
us the way in which we are to go and what we are to do. 4 Then Jeremiah the prophet
said to them, I have given ear to you; see, Iwillmakeprayer to the Lord yourGod, as you
have said; and it will be that, whatever the Lord may say in answer to you, I will give
you word of it, keeping nothing back. 5 Then they said to Jeremiah, May the Lord be a
true witness against us in good faith, if we do not do everything which the Lord your
God sends you to say to us. 6 If it is good or if it is evil, we will be guided by the voice
of the Lord our God, to whom we are sending you; so that it may be well for us when
we give ear to the voice of the Lord our God. 7And it came about that after ten days the
word of the Lord came to Jeremiah. 8And he sent for Johanan, the son of Kareah, and
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all the captains of the forces who were still with him, and all the people, from the least
to the greatest, 9And said to them, These are the words of the Lord, the God of Israel,
to whom you sent me to put your request before him: 10 If you still go on living in the
land, then I will go on building you up and not pulling you down, planting you and not
uprooting you: for my purpose of doing evil to you has been changed. 11Have no fear
of the king of Babylon, of whomyou are now in fear; have no fear of him, says the Lord:
for I am with you to keep you safe and to give you salvation from his hands. 12 And I
will have mercy on you, so that he may have mercy on you and let you go back to your
land. 13But if you say,We have no desire to go on living in this land; and do not give ear
to the voice of the Lord your God, 14 Saying, No, but we will go into the land of Egypt,
where we will not see war, or be hearing the sound of the horn, or be in need of food;
therewewillmake our living-place; 15Then give ear now to theword of the Lord, O you
last of Judah: the Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has said, If your minds are fixed on
going into Egypt and stopping there; 16 Then it will come about that the sword, which
is the cause of your fear, will overtake you there in the land of Egypt, and need of food,
which you are fearing, will go after you there in Egypt; and there death will come to
you. 17 Such will be the fate of all the men whose minds are fixed on going into Egypt
and stopping there; they will come to their end by the sword, by being short of food,
and by disease: not one of themwill keep his life or get away from the evil which I will
send on them. 18 For this is what the Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has said: As my
wrath and passion have been let loose on the people of Jerusalem, so will my passion
be let loose on you when you go into Egypt: and you will become an oath and a cause
of wonder and a curse and a name of shame; and you will never see this place again.
19The Lord has said about you, O last of Judah, Go not into Egypt: be certain that I have
givenwitness to you this day. 20For you have been actingwith deceit in your hearts; for
you sent me to the Lord your God, saying, Make prayer for us to the Lord our God, and
give us word of everything he may say, and we will do it. 21And this day I have made it
clear to you, and you have not given ear to the voice of the Lord your God in anything
for which he has sent me to you. 22And now be certain that you will come to your end
by the sword and by being short of food and by disease, in the place to which you are
pleased to go for a living-place.

43
1And it came about that when Jeremiah had come to the end of giving all the people

the words of the Lord their God, which the Lord their God had sent him to say to them,
even all these words, 2 Then Azariah, the son of Hoshaiah, and Johanan, the son of
Kareah, and all themen of pride, said to Jeremiah, You have saidwhat is false: the Lord
our God has not sent you to say, You are not to go into the land of Egypt andmake your
living-place there: 3 But Baruch, the son of Neriah, is moving you against us, to give
us up into the hands of the Chaldaeans so that they may put us to death, and take us
away prisoners into Babylon. 4 So Johanan, the son of Kareah, and all the captains of
the forces, and all the people, did not give ear to the order of the Lord that they were to
go on living in the land of Judah. 5But Johanan, the son of Kareah, and all the captains
of the forces took all the rest of Judah who had come back into the land of Judah from
all the nations where they had been forced to go; 6 The men and the women and the
children and the king's daughters, and every person whom Nebuzaradan, the captain
of the armed men, had put under the care of Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam, the son of
Shaphan, and Jeremiah the prophet and Baruch, the son of Neriah; 7 And they came
into the land of Egypt; for they did not give ear to the voice of the Lord: and they came
to Tahpanhes. 8 Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah in Tahpanhes, saying,
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9 Take in your hand some great stones, and put them in a safe place in the paste in the
brickwork which is at the way into Pharaoh's house in Tahpanhes, before the eyes of
the men of Judah; 10And say to them, This is what the Lord of armies, the God of Israel,
has said: See, I will send and take Nebuchadrezzar, the king of Babylon, my servant,
and he will put the seat of his kingdom on these stones which have been put in a safe
place here by you; and his tent will be stretched over them. 11 And he will come and
overcome the land of Egypt; thosewho are for deathwill be put to death, thosewho are
to be prisoners will be made prisoners, and those who are for the sword will be given
to the sword. 12And he will put a fire in the houses of the gods of Egypt; and they will
be burned by him: and he will make Egypt clean as a keeper of sheep makes clean his
clothing; andhewill goout fromthere inpeace. 13And the stonepillars ofBeth-shemesh
in the land of Egypt will be broken by him, and the houses of the gods of Egypt burned
with fire.

44
1The word which came to Jeremiah about all the Jews who were living in the land of

Egypt, in Migdol and at Tahpanhes and at Noph and in the country of Pathros, saying,
2The Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has said: You have seen all the evil which I have
sent on Jerusalem and on all the towns of Judah; and now, this day they are waste and
unpeopled; 3Because of the evil which they have done,movingme towrath by burning
perfumes inworship to other gods,whowerenot their gods or yours or the gods of their
fathers. 4And I sent all my servants the prophets to you, getting up early and sending
them, saying, Do not do this disgusting thing which is hated by me. 5But they gave no
attention, and their ears were not open so that they might be turned from their evil-
doing and from burning perfume to other gods. 6 Because of this, my passion and my
wrathwere let loose, burning in the towns of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem; and
they are waste and unpeopled as at this day. 7 So now, the Lord, the God of armies, the
God of Israel, has said, Why are you doing this great evil against yourselves, causing
everyman andwoman, little child and baby at the breast among you in Judah to be cut
off till not one is still living; 8Movingme towrathwith thework of your hands, burning
perfumes to other gods in the land of Egypt, where you have gone to make a place for
yourselves, so that youmay become a curse and a name of shame among all the nations
of the earth? 9Have you nomemory of the evil-doing of your fathers, and the evil-doing
of thekingsof Judah, and theevil-doingof theirwives, and theevilwhichyouyourselves
have done, and the evil which your wives have done, in the land of Judah and in the
streets of Jerusalem? 10 Even to this day their hearts are not broken, and they have no
fear, and have not gone in the way of my law or of my rules which I gave to you and to
your fathers. 11So this iswhat theLordofarmies, theGodof Israel, has said: See,my face
will be turned against you for evil, for the cutting off of all Judah; 12And I will take the
last of Judah, whoseminds are fixed on going into the land of Egypt and stopping there,
and theywill all come to their end, falling in the landof Egypt by the sword andbybeing
short of food and by disease; death will overtake them, from the least to the greatest,
deathby the swordandbyneedof food: theywill becomeanoathandacauseofwonder
and a curse and a name of shame. 13For Iwill send punishment on thosewho are living
in the land of Egypt, as I have sent punishment on Jerusalem, by the sword and by need
of food and by disease: 14 So that not one of the rest of Judah, who have gone into the
land of Egypt and are living there, will get away or keephis life, to comeback to the land
of Judahwhere they are hoping to come back and be living again: for not onewill come
back, but only those who are able to get away. 15Then all the men who had knowledge
that their wives were burning perfumes to other gods, and all the women who were
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present, a great meeting, answering Jeremiah, said, 16As for the word which you have
said to us in the name of the Lord, wewill not give ear to you. 17Butwewill certainly do
everywordwhichhasgoneoutofourmouths, burningperfumes to thequeenofheaven
and draining out drink offerings to her aswe did, we and our fathers and our kings and
our rulers, in the towns of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem: for then we had food
enough and did well and saw no evil. 18 But from the time when we gave up burning
perfumes to the queen of heaven and draining out drink offerings to her, we have been
in need of all things, and have beenwasted by the sword and byneed of food. 19And the
women said,Whenwewere burning perfumes to the queenof heaven anddraining out
drink offerings to her, did wemake cakes in her image and give her our drink offerings
without the knowledge of our husbands? 20Then Jeremiah said to all the people, to the
men and women and all the people who had given him that answer, 21 The perfumes
which you have been burning in the towns of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem, you
and your fathers and your kings and your rulers and the people of the land, had the
Lord no memory of them, and did he not keep them in mind? 22And the Lord was no
longer able to put upwith the evil of your doings and the disgusting things you did; and
becauseof this your landhasbecomeawasteandacauseofwonderandacurse,withno
one living in it, as at this day. 23Because you have been burning perfumes, and sinning
against the Lord, and have not given ear to the voice of the Lord, or gone in the way of
his law or his rules or his orders; for this reason this evil has come on you, as it is today.
24Further, Jeremiah said to all the people and all thewomen, Give ear to theword of the
Lord, all those of Judah who are living in Egypt: 25 This is what the Lord of armies, the
God of Israel, has said: You women have said with your mouths, and with your hands
youhave donewhat you said,Wewill certainly give effect to the oathswehavemade, to
have perfumes burned to the queen of heaven and drink offerings drained out to her:
then give effect to your oaths and do them. 26And now give ear to theword of the Lord,
all you of Judah who are living in the land of Egypt: Truly, I have taken an oath by my
great name, says the Lord, that my name is no longer to be named in the mouth of any
man of Judah in all the land of Egypt, saying, By the life of the Lord God. 27 See, I am
watching over them for evil and not for good: all the men of Judah who are in the land
of Egypt will be wasted by the sword and by need of food till there is an end of them.
28And those who get away safe from the sword will come back from the land of Egypt
to the land of Judah, a very small number; and all the rest of Judah, who have gone into
the land of Egypt and are living there, will see whose word has effect, mine or theirs.
29And this will be the sign to you, says the Lord, that I will give you punishment in this
place, so that youmay see that my words will certainly have effect against you for evil:
30The Lord has said, See, I will give up PharaohHophra, king of Egypt, into the hands of
thosewho are fighting against him and desiring to take his life, as I gave Zedekiah, king
of Judah, into the hands of Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, his hater, who had designs
against his life.

45
1 The words which Jeremiah the prophet said to Baruch, the son of Neriah, when

he put these words down in a book from the mouth of Jeremiah, in the fourth year of
Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah, king of Judah; he said, 2 This is what the Lord, the God of
Israel, has said of you, O Baruch: 3You said, Sorrow is mine! for the Lord has given me
sorrow in addition tomy pain; I am tiredwith the sound ofmy sorrow, and I get no rest.
4 This is what you are to say to him: The Lord has said, Truly, the building which I put
up will be broken down, and that which was planted by me will be uprooted, and this
throughall the land; 5Andas for you, are you looking for great things for yourself? Have
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nodesire for them: for truly Iwill send evil on all flesh, says the Lord: but your life Iwill
keep safe from attack wherever you go.

46
1 The word of the Lord which came to Jeremiah the prophet about the nations. 2Of

Egypt: about thearmyofPharaoh-neco, kingofEgypt,whichwasby the riverEuphrates
in Carchemish, which Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, overcame in the fourth year
of Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah, king of Judah. 3Get out the breastplate and body-cover,
and come together to the fight. 4 Make the horses ready, and get up, you horsemen,
and take your places with your head-dresses; make the spears sharp and put on the
breastplates. 5What have I seen? they are overcome with fear and turned back; their
men of war are broken and have gone in flight, not looking back: fear is on every side,
says the Lord. 6 Let not the quick-footed go in flight, or the man of war get away; on
the north, by the river Euphrates, they are slipping and falling. 7Who is this coming
up like the Nile, whose waters are lifting their heads like the rivers? 8 Egypt is coming
up like the Nile, and his waters are lifting their heads like the rivers, and he says, I will
go up, covering the earth; I will send destruction on the town and its people. 9Go up,
you horses; go rushing on, you carriages of war; go out, youmen of war: Cush and Put,
gripping the body-cover, and the Ludim, with bent bows. 10 But that day is the day of
the Lord, the Lord of armies, a day of punishment when he will take payment from his
haters: and the sword will have all its desire, drinking their blood in full measure: for
there is an offering to the Lord, the Lord of armies, in the north country by the river
Euphrates. 11 Go up to Gilead and take sweet oil, O virgin daughter of Egypt: there is
no help in all your medical arts; nothing will make you well. 12 Your shame has come
to the ears of the nations, and the earth is full of your cry: for the strong man is falling
against the strong, they have come down together. 13 The word which the Lord said to
Jeremiah the prophet, of howNebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, would come andmake
waron the landofEgypt. 14Give thenews inMigdol,make it public inNoph: say, Takeup
your positions andmake yourselves ready; for on every side of you the sword hasmade
destruction. 15WhyhasApis, your strong one, gone inflight? hewasnot able to keephis
place, because the Lord was forcing him down with strength. 16 ... are stopped in their
going, they are falling; and they say one to another, Let us get up and go back to our
people, to the land of our birth, away from the cruel sword. 17Give a name to Pharaoh,
kingofEgypt: Anoisewhohas let the timegoby. 18Bymy life, says theKing,whosename
is the Lord of armies, truly, like Tabor among themountains and like Carmel by the sea,
so will he come. 19O daughter living in Egypt, make ready the vessels of a prisoner: for
Nophwill become awaste, it will be burnedup andbecomeunpeopled. 20Egypt is a fair
young cow; but a biting insect has come on her out of the north. 21And those whowere
her fighters for payment are like fat oxen; for they are turned back, they have gone in
flight together, they do not keep their place: for the day of their fate has come on them,
the time of their punishment. 22 She makes a sound like the hiss of a snake when they
come on with strength; they go against her with axes, like wood-cutters. 23 They will
be cutting down her woods, for they may not be searched out; because they are like
locusts, more than may be numbered. 24 The daughter of Egypt will be put to shame;
she will be given up into the hands of the people of the north. 25 The Lord of armies,
the God of Israel, has said: See, I will send punishment on Amon of No and on Pharaoh
and on those who put their faith in him; 26 And I will give them up into the hands of
those who will take their lives, and into the hands of Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon,
and into the hands of his servants: and later, it will be peopled as in the past, says the
Lord. 27But have no fear, O Jacob, my servant, and do not be troubled, O Israel: for see,
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I will make you come back from far away, and your seed from the land where they are
prisoners; and Jacob will come back, and will be quiet and in peace, and no one will
give him cause for fear. 28Have no fear, O Jacob, my servant, says the Lord; for I am
with you: for I will put an end to all the nationswhere I have sent you, but I will not put
an end to you completely: though with wise purpose I will put right your errors, and
will not let you go quite without punishment.

47
1 The word of the Lord which came to Jeremiah the prophet about the Philistines,

beforePharaoh's attackonGaza. 2This iswhat theLordhas said: See,watersare coming
up out of the north, and will become an overflowing stream, overflowing the land and
everything in it, the town and those who are living in it; andmenwill give a cry, and all
the people of the landwill be crying out in pain. 3At the noise of the stamping of the feet
of his war-horses, at the rushing of his carriages and the thunder of his wheels, fathers
will give no thought to their children, because their hands are feeble; 4Because of the
day which is coming with destruction on all the Philistines, cutting off from Tyre and
Zidon the last of their helpers: for the Lord will send destruction on the Philistines, the
rest of the sea-land of Caphtor. 5The hair is cut off from the head of Gaza; Ashkelon has
come to nothing; the last of the Anakim are deeply wounding themselves. 6O sword of
the Lord, how longwill youhaveno rest? put yourself back into your cover; be at peace,
be quiet. 7How is it possible for it to be quiet, seeing that the Lord has given it orders?
against Ashkelon and against the sea-land he has given it directions.

48
1Of Moab. The Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has said: Sorrow on Nebo, for it has

beenmadewaste; Kiriathaimhasbeenput to shameand is taken: the strongplace is put
to shame and broken down. 2 The praise of Moab has come to an end; as for Heshbon,
evil has been designed against her; come, let us put an end to her as a nation. But your
mouth will be shut, O Madmen; the sword will go after you. 3 There is the sound of
crying from Horonaim, wasting and great destruction; 4Moab is broken; her cry has
gone out to Zoar. 5For by the slope of Luhith theywill go up, weeping all theway; for on
the way down to Horonaim the cry of destruction has come to their ears. 6Go in flight,
get away with your lives, and let your faces be turned to Aroer in the Arabah. 7 For
because you have put your faith in your strong places, you, even you, will be taken:
and Chemosh will go out as a prisoner, his priests and his rulers together. 8 And the
attacker will come against every town, not onewill be safe; and the valley will bemade
waste, anddestructionwill come to the lowland, as theLordhas said. 9Putupapillar for
Moab, for shewill come to a complete end: and her townswill become awaste, without
anyone living in them. 10 Let him be cursed who does the Lord's work half-heartedly;
let himbe cursedwho keeps back his sword fromblood. 11Fromhis earliest days,Moab
has been living in comfort; like wine long stored he has not been drained from vessel
to vessel, he has never gone away as a prisoner: so his taste is still in him, his smell is
unchanged. 12So truly, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will send to himmen
who will have him turned over till there is no more wine in his vessels, and his wine-
skins will be completely broken. 13And Moab will be shamed on account of Chemosh,
as the children of Israel were shamed on account of Beth-el their hope. 14How say you,
We are men of war and strong fighters? 15 He who makes Moab waste has gone up
against her; and thebest of her youngmenhave gonedown to their death, says theKing,
whose name is the Lord of armies. 16The fate of Moab is near, and trouble is coming on
him very quickly. 17All you who are round about him, give signs of grief for him, and
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all you who have knowledge of his name, say, How is the strong rod broken, even the
beautiful branch! 18Come down from your glory, O people of Dibon, and take your seat
in the place of the waste; for the attacker of Moab has gone up against you, sending
destruction on your strong places. 19O daughter of Aroer, take your station by the way,
on the watch: questioning him who is in flight, and her who has got away safe, say,
What has been done? 20Moab has been put to shame, she is broken: make loud sounds
of grief, crying out for help; give the news in Arnon, that Moab has been made waste.
21And punishment has come on the lowlands; on Holon and Jahzah, and onMephaath,
22 And on Dibon, and on Nebo, and on Beth-diblathaim, 23 And on Kiriathaim, and on
Beth-gamul, and on Beth-meon, 24And on Kerioth, and on Bozrah, and on all the towns
of the land of Moab, far and near. 25The horn of Moab is cut off, and his arm is broken,
says the Lord. 26Make him full ofwine, for his heart has been lifted up against the Lord:
and Moab will be rolling in the food he was not able to keep down, and everyone will
be making sport of him. 27 For did you not make sport of Israel? was he taken among
thieves? for whenever you were talking about him, you were shaking your head over
him. 28O people of Moab, go away from the towns and take cover in the rock; be like
the dove of the Arabah, which makes her living-place in holes. 29We have had word of
the pride of Moab, how great it is; how he is lifted up in pride; and his great opinion of
himself, and that his heart is lifted up. 30 I have knowledge of his wrath, says the Lord,
that it is nothing; his high-sounding words have done nothing. 31 For this cause I will
give cries of grief for Moab, crying out for Moab, even for all of it; I will be sorrowing
for the men of Kir-heres. 32My weeping for you, O vine of Sibmah, will be more than
the weeping of Jazer: your branches have gone over the sea, stretching even to Jazer:
destruction has come down on your summer fruits and your cut grapes. 33 All joy is
gone; no longer are they glad for the fertile field and for the land of Moab; I havemade
thewine come to an end from the crushing vessels: no longerwill the grapes be crushed
with the sound of glad voices. 34 The cry of Heshbon comes even to Elealeh; to Jahaz
their voice is sounding; from Zoar even to Horonaim and to Eglath-shelishiyah: for the
waters of Nimrim will become dry. 35And I will put an end in Moab, says the Lord, to
him who is making offerings in the high place and burning perfumes to his gods. 36 So
my heart is sounding for Moab like the sound of pipes, and my heart is sounding like
pipes for themen of Kir-heres: for thewealth he has got for himself has come to an end.
37For everywhere the hair of the head and the hair of the face is cut off: on every hand
there are wounds, and haircloth on every body. 38On all the house-tops of Moab and
in its streets there is weeping everywhere; for Moab has been broken like a vessel in
which there is no pleasure, says the Lord. 39How is it broken down! how isMoab's back
turned in shame! so Moab will be a cause of sport and of fear to everyone round about
him. 40For the Lord has said, See, he will come like an eagle in flight, stretching out his
wings against Moab. 41 Kerioth is taken, and the strong places have been forced, and
the hearts of Moab's men of war in that day will be like the heart of a woman in birth-
pains. 42AndMoabwill come to an end as a people, because he has been lifting himself
up against the Lord. 43Fear and death and the net have come on you, O people ofMoab,
says the Lord. 44Hewho goes in flight from the fear will be overtaken by death; and he
who gets free from death will be taken in the net: for I will make this come on Moab,
even the year of their punishment, says the Lord. 45Those who went in flight from the
feararewaitingunder the shadeofHeshbon: forafirehasgoneout fromHeshbonanda
flame from the house of Sihon, burning up the pride ofMoab and the crown of the head
of the violent ones. 46 Sorrow is yours, O Moab! the people of Chemosh are overcome:
for your sons have been taken away as prisoners, and your daughters made servants.
47But still, I will let the fate of Moab be changed in the last days, says the Lord.
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49
1About the children of Ammon. These are the words of the Lord: Has Israel no sons?

has he no one to take the heritage? why then hasMilcom taken Gad for himself, putting
his people in its towns? 2Because of this, see, the days are comingwhen Iwill have a cry
of war sounded against Rabbah, the town of the children of Ammon; it will become a
waste of broken walls, and her daughter-towns will be burned with fire: then Israel
will take the heritage of those who took his heritage, says the Lord. 3 Make sounds
of grief, O Heshbon, for Ai is wasted; give loud cries, O daughters of Rabbah, and put
hairclothroundyou: giveyourselves toweeping, runninghereand thereandwounding
yourselves; for Milcom will be taken prisoner together with his rulers and his priests.
4 Why are you lifted up in pride on account of your valleys, your flowing valley, O
daughter ever turning away? who puts her faith in her wealth, saying, Who will come
against me? 5 See, I will send fear on you, says the Lord, the Lord of armies, from those
whoare roundyouon every side; youwill be forced out, everyman straight before him,
and therewill be no one to get together thewanderers. 6But after these things, I will let
the fate of the childrenofAmmonbe changed, says theLord. 7About Edom. This iswhat
the Lord of armies has said. Is there nomorewisdom in Teman? havewise suggestions
come to an end among men of good sense? has their wisdom completely gone? 8Go in
flight, go back, take cover in deep places, youwho are living inDedan; for Iwill send the
fate of Edomon him, even the time of his punishment. 9 Ifmen came to get your grapes,
would they not let some be uncut on the vines? if thieves came by night, would they not
makewaste till theyhad enough? 10 I havehadEsau searchedout, uncoveringhis secret
places, so that he may not keep himself covered: his seed is wasted and has come to an
end, and there is no help fromhis neighbours. 11Put inmy care your childrenwhohave
no father, and Iwill keep them safe; and let yourwidows put their faith inme. 12For the
Lord has said, Those for whom the cup was not made ready will certainly be forced to
take of it; and are you to go without punishment? you will not be without punishment,
but will certainly be forced to take from the cup. 13 For I have taken an oath by myself,
says the Lord, that Bozrahwill becomea cause ofwonder, a nameof shame, awaste and
a curse; and all its townswill bewaste places for ever. 14Word has come tome from the
Lord, and a representative has been sent to the nations, to say, Come together and go up
against her, and take your places for the fight. 15For see, I have made you small among
the nations, looked down on bymen. 16 ... the pride of your heart has been a false hope,
O you who are living in the cracks of the rock, keeping your place on the top of the hill:
even if you made your living-place as high as the eagle, I would make you come down,
says the Lord. 17And Edomwill become a cause of wonder: everyone who goes by will
be overcome with wonder, and make sounds of fear at all her punishments. 18 As at
the downfall of Sodom and Gomorrah and their neighbouring towns, says the Lord, no
man will be living in it, no son of man will have a resting-place there. 19 See, he will
come up like a lion from the thick growth of Jordan against the resting-place of Teman:
but I will suddenly make him go in flight from her; and I will put over her the man of
my selection: for who is like me? and who will put forward his cause against me? and
what keeper of sheep will be able to keep his place before me? 20 For this cause give
ear to the decision of the Lord which he has made against Edom, and to his purposes
designed against the people of Teman: Truly, they will be pulled away by the smallest
of the flock; truly, hewillmakewaste their fieldswith them. 21The earth is shakingwith
the noise of their fall; their cry is sounding in the Red Sea. 22See, hewill come up like an
eagle in flight, stretching out his wings against Bozrah: and the hearts of Edom's men
of war on that day will be like the heart of a woman in birth-pains. 23About Damascus.
Hamath is put to shame, and Arpad; for the word of evil has come to their ears, their
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heart in its fear is turned to water, it will not be quiet. 24Damascus has become feeble,
she is turned to flight, fear has taken her in its grip: pain and sorrows have come on
her, as on awoman in birth-pains. 25Howhas the town of praise beenwasted, the place
of joy! 26 So her young men will be falling in her streets, and all the men of war will be
cut off in that day, says the Lord of armies. 27And Iwill have a fire lighted on thewall of
Damascus, burningup the great houses of Ben-hadad. 28AboutKedar and thekingdoms
of Hazor, which Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, overcame. This is what the Lord has
said: Up! go against Kedar, andmake an attack on the children of the east. 29Their tents
and their flocks theywill take; theywill take away for themselves their curtains and all
their vessels and their camels: they will give a cry to them, Fear on every side. 30Go in
flight, go wandering far off, take cover in deep places, O people of Hazor, says the Lord;
for Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, has made a design against you, he has a purpose
against you in mind. 31Up! go against a nation which is living in comfort and without
fear of danger, says the Lord, without doors or locks, living by themselves. 32And their
camelswill be taken from themby force, and their great herdswill come into the hands
of their attackers: those who have the ends of their hair cut I will send in flight to all
the winds; and I will send their fate on them from every side, says the Lord. 33 And
Hazor will be a hole for jackals, a waste for ever: no one will be living in it, and no son
ofmanwill have a resting-place there. 34Theword of the Lordwhich came to Jeremiah
the prophet about Elam, when Zedekiah first became king of Judah, saying, 35 This is
what the Lord of armies has said: See, I will have the bow of Elam, their chief strength,
broken. 36And Iwill send onElam fourwinds from the four quarters of heaven, driving
themout to all thosewinds; therewill benonation intowhich thewanderers fromElam
do not come. 37And I will let Elam be broken before their haters, and before those who
aremaking designs against their lives: Iwill send evil on them, evenmyburningwrath,
says the Lord; and Iwill send the sword after them till I have put an end to them: 38 Iwill
put the seat ofmy power in Elam, and in Elam Iwill put an end to kings and rulers, says
the Lord. 39 But it will come about that, in the last days, I will let the fate of Elam be
changed, says the Lord.

50
1The word which the Lord said about Babylon, about the land of the Chaldaeans, by

Jeremiah the prophet. 2Give it out among the nations, make it public, and let the flag be
liftedup; give thewordandkeepnothingback; say, Babylon is taken, Bel is put to shame,
Merodach is broken, her images are put to shame, her gods are broken. 3For out of the
north anation is comingupagainst her,whichwillmakeher landwaste andunpeopled:
they are in flight, man and beast are gone. 4 In those days and in that time, says the
Lord, the children of Israel will come, they and the children of Judah together; they
will go on their way weeping and making prayer to the Lord their God. 5 They will be
questioning about theway to Zion,with their faces turned in its direction, saying, Come,
and be united to the Lord in an eternal agreement which will be kept in mind for ever.
6My people have been wandering sheep: their keepers have made them go out of the
right way, turning them loose on themountains: they have gone frommountain to hill,
having no memory of their resting-place. 7 They have been attacked by all those who
came across them: and their attackers said, We are doing nowrong, because they have
done evil against the Lord inwhom is righteousness, against the Lord, the hope of their
fathers. 8Go inflight out of Babylon, go out of the land of the Chaldaeans, and be like he-
goats before the flocks. 9For see, I ammoving and sending up against Babylon a band of
great nations from the north country: and theywill put their armies in position against
her; and from there shewill be taken: their arrowswill be like those of an expertmanof
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war; not onewill comebackwithout getting itsmark. 10And thewealth of Chaldaeawill
come into the hands of her attackers: all those who take her wealth will have enough,
says the Lord. 11Because you are glad, because you are lifted upwith pride, youwasters
ofmyheritage, because you are playing like a young cowput out to grass, and youmake
a noise like strong horses; 12Your mother will be put to shame; she who gave you birth
will be looked down on: see, she will be the last of the nations, a waste place, a dry and
unwatered land. 13 Because of the wrath of the Lord no one will be living in it, and it
will be quite unpeopled: everyonewho goes by Babylonwill be overcomewithwonder,
and make sounds of fear at all her punishments. 14Put your armies in position against
Babylon on every side, all you bowmen; let loose your arrows at her, not keeping any
back: for she has done evil against the Lord. 15Give a loud cry against her on every side;
she has given herself up, her supports are overturned, her walls are broken down: for
it is the payment taken by the Lord; give her payment; as she has done, so do to her.
16Let the planter of seed be cut off from Babylon, and everyone using the curved blade
at the time of the grain-cutting: for fear of the cruel sword, everyone will be turned to
his people, everyonewill go in flight to his land. 17 Israel is awandering sheep; the lions
have been driving him away: first he was attacked by the king of Assyria, and now his
bones havebeenbrokenbyNebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon. 18So this iswhat the Lord
of armies, theGod of Israel, has said: See, Iwill send punishment on the king of Babylon
and on his land, as I have given punishment to the king of Assyria. 19And I will make
Israel comeback tohis resting-place, andhewill get his foodonCarmel andBashan, and
have his desire in full measure on the hills of Ephraim and in Gilead. 20 In those days
and in that time, says the Lord, when the evil-doing of Israel is looked for, there will be
nothing; and in Judah no sins will be seen: for I will have forgiveness for those whom
I will keep safe. 21 Go up against the land of Merathaim, even against it, and against
the people of Pekod; put them to death and send destruction after them, says the Lord,
and do everything I have given you orders to do. 22There is a sound of war in the land
and of great destruction. 23How is the hammer of all the earth cut in two and broken!
how has Babylon become a waste among the nations! 24 I have put a net for you, and
you have been taken, O Babylon, without your knowledge: you have been uncovered
and taken because youwere fighting against the Lord. 25Fromhis store-house the Lord
has taken the instruments of his wrath: for the Lord, the Lord of armies, has a work
to do in the land of the Chaldaeans. 26 Come up against her one and all, let her store-
houses be broken open: make her into a mass of stones, give her to the curse, till there
is nothing of her to be seen. 27Put all her oxen to the sword; let them go down to death:
sorrow is theirs, for their day has come, the time of their punishment. 28 The voice of
those who are in flight, who have got away safe from the land of Babylon, to give news
in Zion of punishment from the Lord our God, even payment for his Temple. 29 Send
for the archers to come together against Babylon, all the bowmen; put up your tents
against her on every side; let no one get away: give her the reward of her work; as she
has done, so do to her: for she has been uplifted in pride against the Lord, against the
Holy One of Israel. 30 For this cause her young men will be falling in her streets, and
all her men of war will be cut off in that day, says the Lord. 31 See, I am against you, O
pride, says the Lord, the Lord of armies, for your day has come, the time when I will
send punishment on you. 32And pride will go with uncertain steps and have a fall, and
there will be no one to come to his help: and I will put a fire in his towns, burning up
everything round about him. 33 This is what the Lord of armies has said: The children
of Israel and the children of Judah are crushed down together: all thosewho took them
prisoner keep them in a tight grip; they will not let them go. 34 Their saviour is strong;
the Lord of armies is his name: hewill certainly take up their cause, so that hemay give
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rest to the earth and trouble to the people of Babylon. 35A sword is on the Chaldaeans,
says the Lord, and on the people of Babylon, and on her rulers and on her wise men.
36A sword is on the men of pride, and they will become foolish: a sword is on her men
of war, and they will be broken. 37A sword is on all the mixed people in her, and they
will become like women: a sword is on her store-houses, and they will be taken by her
attackers. 38 A sword is on her waters, drying them up; for it is a land of images, and
their minds are fixed on false gods. 39 For this reason the beasts of the waste land with
the wolves will make their holes there and the ostriches will be living in it: never again
willmen be living there, it will be unpeopled fromgeneration to generation. 40Aswhen
Sodom and Gomorrah and their neighbouring townswere overturned by God, says the
Lord, so no man will be living in it, and no son of man will have a resting-place there.
41 See, a people is coming from the north; a great nation and a number of kings will be
put inmotion from the inmost parts of the earth. 42Bows and spears are in their hands;
they are cruel and have no mercy; their voice is like the thunder of the sea, and they
go on horses; everyone in his place like men going to the fight, against you, O daughter
of Babylon. 43 The king of Babylon has had news of them, and his hands have become
feeble: trouble has come on him and pain like the pain of awoman in childbirth. 44See,
he will come up like a lion from the thick growth of Jordan against the resting-place of
Teman: but I will suddenly make them go in flight from her; and I will put over her the
manofmyselection: forwho is likeme? andwhowill put forwardhis causeagainstme?
and what keeper of sheep will keep his place before me? 45 So give ear to the decision
of the Lord which he has made against Babylon, and to his purposes designed against
the land of the Chaldaeans; Truly, they will be pulled away by the smallest of the flock;
truly, hewillmakewaste their fieldswith them. 46At the cry, Babylon is taken! the earth
is shaking, and the cry comes to the ears of the nations.

51
1 The Lord has said: See, I will make a wind of destruction come up against Babylon

and against those who are living in Chaldaea; 2And I will sendmen to Babylon tomake
her clean and get her land cleared: for in the day of trouble they will put up their tents
against her on every side. 3Against her the bow of the archer is bent, and he puts on his
coat ofmetal: have nomercy on her youngmen, give all her armyup to the curse. 4And
the dead will be stretched out in the land of the Chaldaeans, and the wounded in her
streets. 5 For Israel has not been given up, or Judah, by his God, by the Lord of armies;
for their land is full of sin against the Holy One of Israel. 6Go in flight out of Babylon, so
that every manmay keep his life; do not be cut off in her evil-doing: for it is the time of
theLord's punishment; hewill giveherher reward. 7Babylonhas beena gold cup in the
hand of the Lord, which has made all the earth overcome with wine: the nations have
taken of her wine, and for this cause the nations have gone off their heads. 8 Sudden is
the downfall of Babylon and her destruction: make cries of grief for her; take sweet oil
for her pain, if it is possible for her to be made well. 9We would have made Babylon
well, but she is not made well: give her up, and let us go everyone to his country: for
her punishment is stretching up to heaven, and lifted up even to the skies. 10The Lord
hasmade clear our righteousness: come, and let us give an account in Zion of the work
of the Lord our God. 11Make bright the arrows; take up the body-covers: the Lord has
been moving the spirit of the king of the Medes; because his design against Babylon
is its destruction: for it is the punishment from the Lord, the payment for his Temple.
12Let the flag be lifted up against the walls of Babylon, make the watch strong, put the
watchmen in their places, make ready a surprise attack: for it is the Lord's purpose,
and he has done what he said about the people of Babylon. 13O you whose living-place
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is by thewidewaters,whose stores are great, your end is come, your evil profit is ended.
14 The Lord of armies has taken an oath by himself, saying, Truly, I will make you full
with men as with locusts, and their voices will be loud against you. 15He has made the
earth by his power, he hasmade the world strong in its place by his wisdom, and by his
wise design the heavens have been stretched out: 16At the sound of his voice there is a
massing of thewaters in the heavens, andhemakes themists go up from the ends of the
earth; hemakes the thunder-flames for the rain and sends out the wind from his store-
houses. 17Then everymanbecomes like a beastwithout knowledge; every gold-worker
is put to shame by the image he hasmade: for his metal image is deceit, and there is no
breath in them. 18 They are nothing, a work of error: in the time of their punishment,
destruction will overtake them. 19The heritage of Jacob is not like these; for the maker
of all things is his heritage: the Lord of armies is his name. 20 You are my fighting axe
and my instrument of war: with you the nations will be broken; with you kingdoms
will be broken; 21With you the horse and the horseman will be broken; with you the
war-carriage and hewho goes in it will be broken; 22With youman andwomanwill be
broken; with you the oldman and the boy will be broken; with you the youngman and
the virgin will be broken; 23With you the keeper of sheep with his flock will be broken,
andwith you the farmer and his oxenwill be broken, andwith you captains and rulers
will be broken. 24 And I will give to Babylon, and to all the people of Chaldaea, their
reward for all the evil they have done in Zion before your eyes, says the Lord. 25 See, I
am against you, says the Lord, Omountain of destruction, causing the destruction of all
the earth: and my hand will be stretched out on you, rolling you down from the rocks,
and making you a burned mountain. 26And they will not take from you a stone for the
angle of a wall or the base of a building; but you will be a waste place for ever, says the
Lord. 27 Let a flag be lifted up in the land, let the horn be sounded among the nations,
make the nations ready against her; get the kingdoms of Ararat, Minni, and Ashkenaz
together against her,make ready a scribe against her; let thehorses comeupagainst her
likemassed locusts. 28Make the nations ready forwar against her, the king of theMedes
and his rulers and all his captains, and all the land under his rule. 29 And the land is
shaking and in pain: for the purposes of the Lord are fixed, tomake the land of Babylon
an unpeopled waste. 30Babylon's men of war have kept back from the fight, waiting in
their strong places; their strength has given way, they have become like women: her
houses have been put on fire, her locks are broken. 31Oneman, running, will giveword
to another, and onewho goeswith newswill be handing it on to another, to giveword to
the king of Babylon that his town has been taken from every quarter: 32And the ways
across the river have been taken, and the water-holes ... burned with fire, and the men
of war are in the grip of fear. 33 For these are the words of the Lord of armies, the God
of Israel: The daughter of Babylon is like a grain-floor when it is stamped down; before
long, the time of her grain-cutting will come. 34Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, has
made a meal of me, violently crushing me, he has made me a vessel with nothing in
it, he has taken me in his mouth like a dragon, he has made his stomach full with my
delicate flesh, crushing me with his teeth. 35May the violent things done to me, and
my downfall, come on Babylon, the daughter of Zion will say; and, May my blood be
on the people of Chaldaea, Jerusalemwill say. 36For this reason the Lord has said: See,
I will give support to your cause, and take payment for what you have undergone; I
will make her sea dry, and her fountain without water. 37 And Babylon will become
a mass of broken walls, a hole for jackals, a cause of wonder and surprise, without a
living man in it. 38 They will be crying out together like lions, their voices will be like
the voices of young lions. 39When they are heated, I will make a feast for them, and
overcome them with wine, so that they may become unconscious, sleeping an eternal
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sleep without awaking, says the Lord. 40 I will make them go down to death like lambs,
likehe-goats together. 41How isBabylon taken! and thepraise of all the earth surprised!
howhas Babylon become a cause ofwonder among the nations! 42The sea has come up
over Babylon; she is covered with the mass of its waves. 43Her towns have become a
waste, a dry and unwatered land, where noman has his living-place and no son ofman
goes by. 44 And I will send punishment on Bel in Babylon, and take out of his mouth
what went into it; no longer will the nations be flowing together to him: truly, the wall
of Babylon will come down. 45My people, go out from her, and let every man get away
safe from the burning wrath of the Lord. 46 So that your hearts may not become feeble
and full of fear because of the news which will go about in the land; for a story will
go about one year, and after that in another year another story, and violent acts in the
land, ruler against ruler. 47 For this cause, truly, the days are coming when I will send
punishment on the images of Babylon, and all her land will be shamed, and her dead
will be falling down in her. 48 And the heaven and the earth and everything in them,
will make a song of joy over Babylon: for those who make her waste will come from
the north, says the Lord. 49 As Babylon had the dead of Israel put to the sword, so in
Babylon the dead of all the land will be stretched out. 50 You who have got away safe
from the sword, go, waiting for nothing; have the Lord in memory when you are far
away, and keep Jerusalem in mind. 51We are shamed because bitter words have come
to our ears; our faces are covered with shame: for men from strange lands have come
into the holy places of the Lord's house. 52 For this reason, see, the days are coming,
says the Lord, when Iwill send punishment on her images; and through all her land the
wounded will be crying out in pain. 53 Even if Babylon was lifted up to heaven, even
if she had the high places of her strength shut in with walls, still I would send against
her those who will make her waste, says the Lord. 54 There is the sound of a cry from
Babylon, and of a great destruction from the land of the Chaldaeans: 55 For the Lord is
making Babylonwaste, and putting an end to the great voice coming out of her; and her
waves are thundering like great waters, their voice is sounding loud: 56 For the waster
has comeonher, evenonBabylon, andhermenofwarare taken, their bowsarebroken:
for the Lord is a rewarding God, and he will certainly give payment. 57And I will make
her chiefs and herwisemen, her rulers andher captains andhermen ofwar, overcome
with wine; their sleepwill be an eternal sleepwithout awaking, says the King; the Lord
of armies is his name. 58The Lord of armies has said: Thewidewalls of Babylonwill be
completely uncovered and her high doorwayswill be burnedwith fire; so peoples keep
on working for nothing, and the weariness of nations comes to an end in the smoke.
59 The order which Jeremiah the prophet gave to Seraiah, the son of Neriah, the son of
Mahseiah,whenhewentwith Zedekiah, the king of Judah, to Babylon in the fourth year
of his rule. Now Seraiah was the chief controller of the house. 60And Jeremiah put in a
book all the evil whichwas to come on Babylon. 61And Jeremiah said to Seraiah,When
you come to Babylon, see that you give them all thesewords; 62And after reading them,
say, O Lord, you have said about this place that it is to be cut off, so that no one will be
living in it, not a man or a beast, but it will be unpeopled for ever. 63And it will be that,
when you have come to an end of reading this book, you are to have a stone fixed to it,
and have it dropped into the Euphrates: 64And you are to say, So Babylonwill go down,
never to be lifted up again, because of the evil which I will send on her: and weariness
will overcome them. So far, these are the words of Jeremiah.

52
1 Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he became king; he was king for eleven

years in Jerusalem: and his mother's name was Hamutal, the daughter of Jeremiah of
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Libnah. 2And he did evil in the eyes of the Lord, as Jehoiakim had done. 3And because
of the wrath of the Lord this came about in Jerusalem and Judah, till he had sent them
away from before him: and Zedekiah took up arms against the king of Babylon. 4And
in the ninth year of his rule, on the tenth day of the tenthmonth, Nebuchadrezzar, king
of Babylon, came against Jerusalem with all his army and took up his position before
it, building earthworks all round it. 5 So the town was shut in by their forces till the
eleventh year of King Zedekiah. 6 In the fourth month, on the ninth day of the month,
the store of food in the town was almost gone, so that there was no food for the people
of the land. 7 Then an opening was made in the wall of the town, and all the men of
warwent in flight out of the town by night through the doorway between the twowalls
which was by the king's garden; (now the Chaldaeans were stationed round the town:)
and they went by the way of the Arabah. 8 And the Chaldaean army went after King
Zedekiah and overtook him on the other side of Jericho, and all his army went in flight
from him in every direction. 9 Then they made the king a prisoner and took him up to
the king of Babylon to Riblah in the land of Hamath to be judged. 10 And the king of
Babylon put the sons of Zedekiah to death before his eyes: and he put to death all the
rulers of Judah in Riblah. 11And he put out Zedekiah's eyes; and the king of Babylon,
chaining him in iron bands, took him to Babylon, and put him in prison till the day of
his death. 12Now in the fifth month, on the tenth day of the month, in the nineteenth
year of King Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, Nebuzaradan, the captain of the armed
men, a servant of the king of Babylon, came into Jerusalem. 13And he had the house of
the Lord and the king's house and all the houses of Jerusalem, even every great house,
burnedwithfire: 14And thewalls round Jerusalemwerebrokendownby theChaldaean
armywhichwaswith the captain. 15ThenNebuzaradan, the captain of the armedmen,
took away as prisoners the rest of the people whowere still in the town, and those who
had given themselves up to the king of Babylon, and the rest of the workmen. 16 But
Nebuzaradan, the captain of the armed men, let the poorest of the land go on living
there, to take care of the vines and the fields. 17And the brass pillars which were in the
house of the Lord, and the wheeled bases and the great brass water-vessel in the house
of the Lord, were broken up by the Chaldaeans, who took all the brass away to Babylon.
18 And the pots and the spades and the scissors for the lights and the spoons, and all
the brass vessels used in the Lord's house, they took away. 19And the cups and the fire-
trays and the basins and the pots and the supports for the lights and the spoons and the
wide basins; the gold of the gold vessels, and the silver of the silver vessels, the captain
of the armed men took away. 20The two pillars, the great water-vessel, and the twelve
brass oxen which were under it, and the ten wheeled bases, which King Solomon had
made for the house of the Lord: the brass of all these vesselswaswithoutweight. 21And
as for the pillars, one pillar was eighteen cubits high, and twelve cubits measured all
round, and it was as thick as a man's hand: it was hollow. 22 And there was a crown
of brass on it: the crown was five cubits high, circled with a network and apples all
of brass; and the second pillar had the same. 23 There were ninety-six apples on the
outside; the number of apples all round the networkwas a hundred. 24And the captain
of the armedmen took Seraiah, the chief priest, and Zephaniah, the second priest, and
the three door-keepers; 25 And from the town he took the unsexed servant who was
over the men of war, and seven of the king's near friends who were in the town, and
the scribe of the captain of the army, who was responsible for getting the people of the
land together inmilitary order, and sixtymen of the people of the landwhowere in the
town. 26 These Nebuzaradan, the captain of the armed men, took with him to the king
of Babylon at Riblah. 27And the king of Babylon put them to death at Riblah in the land
of Hamath. So Judah was taken prisoner away from his land. 28 These are the people
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whom Nebuchadrezzar took away prisoner: in the seventh year, three thousand and
twenty-three Jews: 29 And in the eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar he took away as
prisoners from Jerusalem eight hundred and thirty-two persons: 30 In the twenty-third
year of Nebuchadrezzar, Nebuzaradan, the captain of the armed men, took away as
prisoners seven hundred and forty-five of the Jews: all the personswere four thousand
and six hundred. 31And in the thirty-seventh year after Jehoiachin, king of Judah, had
been taken prisoner, in the twelfth month, on the twenty-fifth day of the month, Evil-
merodach, king of Babylon, in the first year after he became king, took Jehoiachin, king
of Judah, out of prison. 32Andhe said kindwords to himandput his seat higher than the
seats of the other kings who were with him in Babylon. 33And his prison clothing was
changed, and he was a guest at the king's table every day for the rest of his life. 34And
for his food, the king gave him a regular amount every day till the day of his death, for
the rest of his life.
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The
Lamentations
of Jeremiah

1 See her seated by herself, the town which was full of people! She who was great
among the nations has become like a widow! She who was a princess among the
countries has come under the yoke of forced work! 2 She is sorrowing bitterly in the
night, and her face is wet with weeping; among all her lovers she has no comforter: all
her friends have been false to her, they have become her haters. 3 Judah has been taken
away as a prisoner because of trouble and hard work; her living-place is among the
nations, there is no rest for her: all her attackers have overtaken her in a narrow place.
4Theways of Zion are sad, because no one comes to the holymeeting; all her doorways
are made waste, her priests are breathing out sorrow: her virgins are troubled, and it
is bitter for her. 5 Those who are against her have become the head, everything goes
well for her haters; for the Lord has sent sorrow on her because of the great number of
her sins: her young children have gone away as prisoners before the attacker. 6And all
her glory has gone from the daughter of Zion: her rulers have become like harts with
no place for food, and they have gone in flight without strength before the attacker.
7 Jerusalem keeps in mind, in the days of her sorrow and of her wanderings, all the
desired thingswhichwerehers indaysgoneby;whenherpeople came into thepowerof
herhater and shehadnohelper, herattackers saw theirdesire effectedonherandmade
sport of her destruction. 8Great is the sin of Jerusalem; for this cause she has become
anunclean thing: all thosewho gave her honour are looking downonher, because they
have seen her shame: now truly, breathing out grief, she is turned back. 9 In her skirts
were her uncleanways; she gave no thought to her end; andher fall has been awonder;
she has no comforter: see her sorrow, O Lord; for the attacker is lifted up. 10The hand
of her hater is stretched out over all her desired things; for she has seen that the nations
have come into her holy place, aboutwhomyou gave orders that theywere not to come
into the meeting of your people. 11 Breathing out grief all her people are looking for
bread; they have given their desired things for food to give them life: see, O Lord, and
take note; for she has become a thing of shame. 12Come tome, all you who go by! Keep
your eyes onme, and see if there is any pain like the pain ofmywound, which the Lord
has sent on me in the day of his burning wrath. 13 From on high he has sent fire into
my bones, and it has overcome them: his net is stretched out for my feet, I am turned
back by him; he has made me waste and feeble all the day. 14 A watch is kept on my
sins; they are joined together by his hand, they have come on to my neck; he has made
my strength give way: the Lord has given me up into the hands of those against whom
I have no power. 15 The Lord has made sport of all my men of war in me, he has got
men together against me to send destruction on my young men: the virgin daughter
of Judah has been crushed like grapes under the feet of the Lord. 16 For these things I
am weeping; my eye is streaming with water; because the comforter who might give
me new life is far from me: my children are made waste, because the hater is strong.
17Zion's hands are outstretched; she has no comforter; the Lord has given orders to the
attackers of Jacob roundabouthim: Jerusalemhasbecome like anunclean thingamong
them. 18 The Lord is upright; for I have gone against his orders: give ear, now, all you
peoples, and see my pain, my virgins andmy youngmen have gone away as prisoners.
19 I sent for my lovers, but they were false to me: my priests and my responsible men
were breathing their last breath in the town, while they were looking for food to give
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themnew life. 20See, O Lord, for I am in trouble; the inmost parts ofmybody are deeply
moved;myheart is turned inme; for I have beenuncontrolled: outside the children are
put to the sword, and in the house there is death. 21Give ear to the voice of my grief; I
have no comforter; all my haters have news of my troubles, they are glad because you
havedone it: let the day of fate comewhen theywill be likeme. 22Let all their evil-doing
comebefore you; do to themasyouhavedone tome for allmy sins: for loud is the sound
of my grief, and the strength of my heart is gone.

2
1Howhas the daughter of Zionbeen coveredwith a cloudby the Lord inhiswrath! he

has sent down fromheaven to earth the glory of Israel, and has not kept inmemory the
resting-place of his feet in the day of his wrath. 2 The Lord has given up to destruction
all the living-places of Jacobwithout pity; pulling down in hiswrath the strong places of
the daughter of Judah, stretching out on the earth the wounded, even her king and her
rulers. 3 In his burning wrath every horn of Israel has been cut off; his right hand has
been turned back before the attacker: he has put a fire in Jacob, causing destruction
round about. 4His bow has been bent for the attack, he has taken his place with his
hand ready, in his hate he has put to death all whowere pleasing to the eye: on the tent
of the daughter of Zion he has let loose his passion like fire. 5The Lord has become like
one fighting against her, sending destruction on Israel; he has sent destruction on all
her great houses, making waste his strong places: increasing the grief and the sorrow
of the daughter of Judah. 6And he has violently taken away his tent, as from a garden;
he hasmadewaste hismeeting-place: the Lordhas taken away thememory of feast and
Sabbath in Zion, and in the passion of hiswrath he is against king and priest. 7The Lord
has given up his altar and has been turned in hate from his holy place; he has given
up into the hands of the attacker the walls of her great houses: their voices have been
loud in the house of the Lord as in the day of a holy meeting. 8 It is the Lord's purpose
to make waste the wall of the daughter of Zion; his line has been stretched out, he has
not kept back his hand from destruction: he has sent sorrow on tower and wall, they
have become feeble together. 9Her doors have gone down into the earth; he has sent
destruction on her locks: her king and her princes are among the nations where the
law is not; even her prophets have had no vision from the Lord. 10The responsiblemen
of the daughter of Zion are seated on the earth without a word; they have put dust on
their heads, they are clothed in haircloth: the heads of the virgins of Jerusalemare bent
down to the earth. 11Myeyes arewastedwithweeping, the inmost parts ofmybody are
deeply moved, my inner parts are drained out on the earth, for the destruction of the
daughter ofmy people; because of the young children and babies at the breast who are
falling without strength in the open squares of the town. 12 They say to their mothers,
Where is grain andwine? when they are falling like thewounded in the open squares of
the town, when their life is drained out on their mother's breast. 13What example am I
to giveyou? what comparisonamI tomake for you,Odaughter of Jerusalem? what amI
tomake equal to you, so that Imay give you comfort, O virgindaughter of Zion? for your
destruction is great like the sea: who is able tomakeyouwell? 14Thevisionswhich your
prophets have seen for you are false and foolish; they have not made clear to you your
sin so that your fate might be changed: but they have seen for you false words, driving
you away. 15 All who go by make a noise with their hands at you; they make hisses,
shaking their heads at thedaughter of Jerusalem, and saying, Is this the townwhichwas
the crownof everything beautiful, the joy of all the earth? 16All your haters are opening
their mouths wide against you; making hisses and whistling through their teeth, they
say, We have made a meal of her: certainly this is the day we have been looking for; it
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has come, we have seen it. 17The Lord has done that whichwas his purpose; he has put
into force the orders which he gave in the days which are past; pulling down without
pity, hehasmadeyourhater gladover you, liftingup thehornof thosewhowereagainst
you. 18Let your cry go up to the Lord: O wall of the daughter of Zion, let your weeping
be flowing down like a stream day and night; give yourself no rest, let not your eyes
keep back the drops of sorrow. 19Up! give cries in the night, at the starting of the night-
watches; let your heart be flowing out like water before the face of the Lord, lifting up
your hands to him for the life of your young children who are falling down, feeble for
need of food, at the top of every street. 20 Look! O Lord, see to whom you have done
this! Are the women to take as their food the fruit of their bodies, the children who are
folded in their arms? are the priest and the prophet to be put to death in the holy place
of the Lord? 21The youngmen and the old are stretched on the earth in the streets; my
virgins andmy youngmen have been put to the sword: you have sent death on them in
the day of yourwrath, causing deathwithout pity. 22As in the day of a holymeeting you
have made fears come round me on every side, and no one got away or was kept safe
in the day of the Lord's wrath: those whowere folded inmy arms, whom I took care of,
have been sent to their destruction bymy hater.

3
1 I am the man who has seen trouble by the rod of his wrath. 2 By him I have been

made to go in the dark where there is no light. 3 Truly against me his hand has been
turned again and again all the day. 4My flesh and my skin have been used up by him
and my bones broken. 5 He has put up a wall against me, shutting me in with bitter
sorrow. 6He has kept me in dark places, like those who have been long dead. 7He has
put a wall round me, so that I am not able to go out; he has made great the weight of
my chain. 8 Even when I send up a cry for help, he keeps my prayer shut out. 9He has
put up a wall of cut stones about my ways, he has made my roads twisted. 10He is like
a bear waiting for me, like a lion in secret places. 11By himmy ways have been turned
on one side and I have been pulled in bits; he hasmademewaste. 12With his bow bent,
he has made me the mark for his arrows. 13He has let loose his arrows into the inmost
parts ofmybody. 14 I havebecome the sport of all the peoples; I am their song all theday.
15Hehasmademy life nothing but pain, he has givenme the bitter root in fullmeasure.
16Byhimmy teethhavebeenbrokenwith crushed stones, and I ambent low in the dust.
17My soul is sent far away from peace, I have no more memory of good. 18And I said,
My strength is cut off, and my hope from the Lord. 19Keep in mind my trouble and my
wandering, the bitter root and the poison. 20My soul still keeps the memory of them;
and is bent down in me. 21 This I keep in mind, and because of this I have hope. 22 It is
through the Lord's love thatwe have not come to destruction, because hismercies have
no limit. 23 They are new every morning; great is your good faith. 24 I said to myself,
The Lord ismy heritage; and because of this I will have hope in him. 25The Lord is good
to those who are waiting for him, to the soul which is looking for him. 26 It is good to
go on hoping and quietly waiting for the salvation of the Lord. 27 It is good for a man
to undergo the yoke when he is young. 28Let him be seated by himself, saying nothing,
because he has put it on him. 29 Let him put his mouth in the dust, if by chance there
may be hope. 30 Let his face be turned to him who gives him blows; let him be full of
shame. 31For the Lord does not give aman up for ever. 32For though he sends grief, still
he will have pity in the full measure of his love. 33 For he has no pleasure in troubling
and causing grief to the children of men. 34 In a man's crushing under his feet all the
prisoners of the earth, 35 In his turning away the right of a man before the face of the
Most High. 36 In his doingwrong to aman in his cause, the Lord has no pleasure. 37Who



Lamentations 3:38 716 Lamentations 4:13

is able to say a thing, and give effect to it, if it has not been ordered by the Lord? 38Do
not evil and good come from the mouth of the Most High? 39What protest may a living
man make, even a man about the punishment of his sin? 40 Let us make search and
put our ways to the test, turning again to the Lord; 41 Lifting up our hearts with our
hands to God in the heavens. 42We have done wrong and gone against your law; we
have not had your forgiveness. 43 Covering yourself with wrath you have gone after
us, cutting us offwithout pity; 44Covering yourself with a cloud, so that prayermay not
get through. 45You have made us like waste and that for which there is no use, among
the peoples. 46The mouths of all our haters are open wide against us. 47Fear and deep
waters have come on us, wasting and destruction. 48Rivers of water are running down
frommyeyes, for thedestructionof thedaughterofmypeople. 49Myeyesare streaming
without stopping, they have no rest, 50Till the Lord's eye is turned onme, till he seesmy
trouble from heaven. 51 The Lord is unkind to my soul, more than all the daughters of
my town. 52Theywho are againstmewithout cause have gone hard afterme as if I was
abird; 53Theyhaveput an end tomy life in theprison, stoningmewith stones. 54Waters
were flowing over my head; I said, I am cut off. 55 I wasmaking prayer to your name, O
Lord, out of the lowest prison. 56My voice came to you; let not your ear be shut to my
breathing, to my cry. 57 You came near in the day when I made my prayer to you: you
said, Haveno fear. 58OLord, youhave takenup the cause ofmy soul, youhavemademy
life safe. 59O Lord, you have seenmywrong; be judge in my cause. 60You have seen all
the evil rewards they have sent on me, and all their designs against me. 61 Their bitter
words have come to your ears, O Lord, and all their designs against me; 62 The lips of
those who came up against me, and their thoughts against me all the day. 63 Take note
of them when they are seated, and when they get up; I am their song. 64 You will give
them their reward, O Lord, answering to the work of their hands. 65 You will let their
hearts be covered overwith your curse on them. 66Youwill go after them inwrath, and
put an end to them from under the heavens of the Lord.

4
1How dark has the gold become! how changed the best gold! the stones of the holy

place are dropping out at the top of every street. 2The valued sons of Zion, whose price
was the best gold, are looked on as vessels of earth, the work of the hands of the potter!
3Even the beasts of thewaste land have full breasts, they givemilk to their young ones:
the daughter of my people has become cruel like the ostriches in the waste land. 4 The
tongue of the child at the breast is fixed to the roof of his mouth for need of drink: the
young children are crying out for bread, and noman gives it to them. 5Thosewhowere
used to feasting on delicate food are wasted in the streets: those who as children were
dressed in purple are stretched out on the dust. 6For the punishment of the daughter of
my people is greater than the punishment of Sodom, which was overturned suddenly
without any hand falling on her. 7Her holy ones were cleaner than snow, they were
whiter thanmilk, their bodies were redder than corals, their formwas as the sapphire:
8 Their face is blacker than night; in the streets no one has knowledge of them: their
skin is hanging on their bones, they are dry, they have become like wood. 9Those who
have been put to the sword are better off than those whose death is caused by need of
food; for these come to death slowly, burned up like the fruit of the field. 10 The hands
of kind-hearted women have been boiling their children; they were their food in the
destruction of the daughter ofmypeople. 11TheLordhas given full effect to his passion,
he has let loose his burning wrath; he has made a fire in Zion, causing the destruction
of its bases. 12To the kings of the earth and to all the people of the world it did not seem
possible that the attackers and the haters would go into the doors of Jerusalem. 13 It is
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because of the sins of her prophets and the evil-doing of her priests, bywhom the blood
of the upright has been drained out in her. 14They are wandering like blindmen in the
streets, they are made unclean with blood, so that their robes may not be touched by
men. 15 Away! unclean! they were crying out to them, Away! away! let there be no
touching: when they went away in flight and wandering, men said among the nations,
There is no further resting-place for them. 16 The face of the Lord has sent them in all
directions; he will no longer take care of them: they had no respect for the priests, they
gave no honour to the old men. 17 Our eyes are still wasting away in looking for our
false help: we have beenwatching for a nation unable to give salvation. 18They go after
our steps so that wemay not go in our streets: our end is near, our days are numbered;
for our end has come. 19 Those who went after us were quicker than the eagles of the
heaven, driving us before them on the mountains, waiting secretly for us in the waste
land. 20Our breath of life, he on whom the holy oil was put, was taken in their holes;
of whomwe said, Under his shade wewill be living among the nations. 21Have joy and
be glad, O daughter of Edom, living in the land of Uz: the cup will be given to you in
your turn, and you will be overcome with wine and your shame will be seen. 22 The
punishment of your evil-doing is complete, O daughter of Zion; never againwill he take
you away as a prisoner: he will give you the reward of your evil-doing, O daughter of
Edom; he will let your sin be uncovered.

5
1 Keep in mind, O Lord, what has come to us: take note and see our shame. 2 Our

heritage is given up to men of strange lands, our houses to those who are not our
countrymen. 3 We are children without fathers, our mothers are like widows. 4 We
give money for a drink of water, we get our wood for a price. 5 Our attackers are on
our necks: overcome with weariness, we have no rest. 6We have given our hands to
the Egyptians and to the Assyrians so that we might have enough bread. 7Our fathers
were sinners and are dead; and the weight of their evil-doing is on us. 8 Servants are
ruling over us, and there is no one to make us free from their hands. 9We put our lives
in danger to get our bread, because of the sword of thewaste land. 10Our skin is heated
like an oven because of our burning heat from need of food. 11 They took by force the
women in Zion, the virgins in the towns of Judah. 12Their hands put princes to death by
hanging: the faces of oldmenwere not honoured. 13The youngmenwere crushing the
grain, and the boys were falling under the wood. 14 The old men are no longer seated
in the doorway, and the music of the young men has come to an end. 15 The joy of our
hearts is ended; our dancing is changed into sorrow. 16The crown has been taken from
our head: sorrow is ours, for we are sinners. 17 Because of this our hearts are feeble;
for these things our eyes are dark; 18Because of themountain of Zion which is a waste;
jackals go over it. 19 You, O Lord, are seated as King for ever; the seat of your power is
eternal. 20Why have we gone from your memory for ever? why have you been turned
away from us for so long? 21Make us come back to you, O Lord, and let us be turned;
make our days new again as in the past. 22But you have quite given us up; you are full
of wrath against us.
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The Book of
Ezekiel

1Now it came about in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, on the fifth day of the
month,while Iwasby the riverChebar among thosewhohadbeenmadeprisoners, that
the heavens were made open and I saw visions of God. 2On the fifth day of the month,
in the fifth year after King Jehoiachin had beenmade a prisoner, 3Theword of the Lord
came tome, Ezekiel the priest, the son of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldaeans by the river
Chebar; and the hand of the Lord was on me there. 4And, looking, I saw a storm-wind
coming out of the north, a great cloudwith flames of fire coming after one another, and
a bright light shining round about it and in the heart of it was something coloured like
electrum. 5And in theheart of itwere the formsof four living beings. And thiswaswhat
they were like; they had the form of a man. 6And every one had four faces, and every
one of them had four wings. 7And their feet were straight feet; and the under sides of
their feetwere like the feetofoxen; and theywereshining likepolishedbrass. 8Andthey
had thehands of amanunder theirwings; the four of themhad faces on their four sides.
9Theywentwithout turning, everyonewent straight forward. 10As for the formof their
faces, they had the face of aman, and the four of themhad the face of a lion on the right
side, and the four of them had the face of an ox on the left side, and the four of them
had the face of an eagle. 11And theirwingswere separate at the top; two of thewings of
every onewere joined one to another, and twowere covering their bodies. 12Every one
of them went straight forward; wherever the spirit was to go they went; they went on
without turning. 13And between the living beings it was like burning coals of fire, as if
flameswere going one after the other between the livingbeings; and thefirewasbright,
and out of the fire went thunder-flames. 14 And the living beings went out and came
back as quickly as a thunder-flame. 15Nowwhile Iwas looking at the four living beings,
I saw onewheel on the earth, by the side of the living beings, for the four of them. 16The
form of thewheels and their workwas like a beryl; the four of them had the same form
and design, and theywere like awheel inside awheel. 17The four of themwent straight
forward without turning to one side. 18And I saw that they had edges, and their edges,
even of the four, were full of eyes round about. 19And when the living beings went on,
thewheelswent by their side; andwhen the living beingswere lifted up from the earth,
the wheels were lifted up. 20Wherever the spirit was to go they went; and the wheels
were lifted up by their side: for the spirit of the living beingswas in thewheels. 21When
these went on, the others went; and when these came to rest, the others came to rest;
and when these were lifted up from the earth, the wheels were lifted up by their side:
for the spirit of the living beings was in the wheels. 22And over the heads of the living
beings there was the form of an arch, looking like ice, stretched out over their heads on
high. 23Under the arch their wings were straight, one stretched out to another: every
one had two wings covering their bodies on this side and two covering their bodies on
that side. 24And when they went, the sound of their wings was like the sound of great
waters to my ears, like the voice of the Ruler of all, a sound like the rushing of an army:
when they came to rest they let down their wings. 25 And there was a voice from the
top of the arch which was over their heads: when they came to rest they let down their
wings. 26And on the top of the archwhichwas over their headswas the form of a king's
seat, like a sapphire stone; and on the form of the seat was the form of aman seated on
it on high. 27And I saw it coloured like electrum, with the look of fire in it and round
it, going up fromwhat seemed to be themiddle of his body; and going down fromwhat
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seemed to be themiddle of his body I sawwhatwas likefire, and therewas abright light
shining roundhim. 28Like the bow in the cloud on a day of rain, sowas the light shining
round him. And this is what the glory of the Lord was like. And when I saw it I went
down onmy face, and the voice of one talking came tomy ears.

2
1And he said to me, Son of man, get up on your feet, so that I may say words to you.

2And at his words the spirit came into me and put me on my feet; and his voice came
to my ears. 3And he said to me, Son of man, I am sending you to the children of Israel,
to an uncontrolled nationwhich has gone againstme: they and their fathers have been
sinners against me even to this very day. 4And the children are hard and stiff-hearted;
I am sending you to them: and you are to say to them, These are the words of the Lord.
5And they, if they give ear to you or if they do not give ear (for they are an uncontrolled
people), will see that there has been aprophet among them. 6Andyou, son ofman, have
no fear of themor of theirwords, even if sharp thorns are round you and you are living
among scorpions: have no fear of their words and do not be overcome by their looks,
for they are an uncontrolled people. 7And you are to give themmy words, if they give
ear to you or if they do not: for they are uncontrolled. 8 But you, son of man, give ear
to what I say to you, and do not be uncontrolled like that uncontrolled people: let your
mouth be open and take what I give you. 9And looking, I saw a hand stretched out to
me, and I saw the roll of a book in it; 10And he put it open beforeme, and it hadwriting
on the front and on the back; words of grief and sorrow and trouble were recorded in
it.

3
1And he said tome, Son ofman, take this roll for your food, and go and saymywords

to the children of Israel. 2And, on my opening my mouth, he made me take the roll as
food. 3And he said to me, Son of man, let your stomach make a meal of it and let your
inside be full of this roll which I am giving you. Then I took it, and it was sweet as honey
in mymouth. 4And he said to me, Son of man, go now to the children of Israel, and say
my words to them. 5 For you are not sent to a people whose talk is strange and whose
language is hard, but to the children of Israel; 6Not to a number of peoples whose talk
is strange and whose language is hard and whose words are not clear to you. Truly, if
I sent you to them they would give ear to you. 7But the children of Israel will not give
ear to you; for they have no mind to give ear to me: for all the children of Israel have a
hard brow and a stiff heart. 8 See, I have made your face hard against their faces, and
your brow hard against their brows. 9 Like a diamond harder than rock I have made
your brow: have no fear of them and do not be overcome by their looks, for they are
an uncontrolled people. 10 Then he said to me, Son of man, take into your heart all my
words which I am about to say to you, and let your ears be open to them. 11And go now
to those who have been taken away as prisoners, to the children of your people, and
say to them, This is what the Lord has said; if they give ear or if they do not. 12 Then I
was lifted up by the wind, and at my back the sound of a great rushing came tomy ears
when the glory of the Lord was lifted up from his place. 13 And there was the sound
of the wings of the living beings touching one another, and the sound of the wheels at
their side, the sound of a great rushing. 14And the wind, lifting me up, took me away:
and Iwent in the heat ofmy spirit, and the hand of the Lordwas strong onme. 15Then I
came to those who had been taken away as prisoners, whowere at Telabib by the river
Chebar, and I was seated among them full of wonder for seven days. 16And at the end
of seven days, the word of the Lord came tome, saying, 17 Son of man, I havemade you
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a watchman for the children of Israel: so give ear to the word of my mouth, and give
themword fromme of their danger. 18When I say to the evil-doer, Death will certainly
be your fate; and you give him no word of it and say nothing to make clear to the evil-
doer the danger of his evil way, so that he may be safe; that same evil man will come to
death in his evil-doing; but I will make you responsible for his blood. 19But if you give
the evil-doer word of his danger, and he is not turned from his sin or from his evil way,
death will overtake him in his evil-doing; but your life will be safe. 20Again, when an
uprightman, turning away fromhis righteousness, does evil, and I put a cause of falling
in his way, deathwill overtake him: because you have given himnoword of his danger,
death will overtake him in his evil-doing, and there will be no memory of the upright
actswhich he has done; but Iwillmake you responsible for his blood. 21But if you say to
the upright man that he is not to do evil, he will certainly keep his life because he took
note of your word; and your life will be safe. 22 And the hand of the Lord was on me
there; and he said, Get up and go out into the valley and there I will have talk with you.
23Then I got upandwent out into the valley; and I saw the glory of theLord resting there
as I had seen it by the river Chebar; and Iwent downonmy face. 24Then the spirit came
into me and put me on my feet; and he had talk with me and said to me, Go and keep
yourself shut up inside your house. 25 But see, O son of man, I will put bands on you,
prisoning you in them, and you will not go out among them: 26 And I will make your
tongue fixed to the roof of your mouth, so that you have no voice and may not make
protests to them: for they are an uncontrolled people. 27But when I have talk with you
Iwillmake yourmouth open, and you are to say to them, This is what the Lord has said:
Let the hearer give ear; and as for himwhowill not, let him keep his ears shut: for they
are an uncontrolled people.

4
1And you, son of man, take a back and put it before you and on it make a picture of a

town, even Jerusalem. 2Andmake an attack on it, shutting it in, building strong places
against it, andmaking high an earthwork against it; and put up tents against it, placing
engines all round it for smashing down its walls. 3And take a flat iron plate, and put it
for awall of iron between you and the town: and let your face be turned to it, and it will
be shut in and youwill make an attack on it. This will be a sign to the children of Israel.
4 Then, stretching yourself out on your left side, take the sin of the children of Israel
on yourself: for as long as you are stretched out, so long will the sin of the children of
Israel be on you. 5For I have had the years of their sinmeasured for you by a number of
days, even three hundred and ninety days: and you will take on yourself the sin of the
children of Israel. 6Andwhen these days are ended, turning on your right side, you are
to take on yourself the sin of the children of Judah: forty days, a day for a year, I have
had it fixed for you. 7And let your face be turned to where Jerusalem is shut in, with
your armuncovered, and be a prophet against it. 8And see, I will put bands on you; and
youwill be stretched outwithout turning from one side to the other till the days of your
attack are ended. 9And take for yourself wheat and barley and different sorts of grain,
and put them in one vessel and make bread for yourself from them; all the days when
you are stretched on your side it will be your food. 10And you are to take your food by
weight, twenty shekels a day: you are to take it at regular times. 11And you are to take
water by measure, the sixth part of a hin: you are to take it at regular times. 12And let
your food be barley cakes, cooking it before their eyes with the waste which comes out
of a man. 13And the Lord said, Even so the children of Israel will have unclean bread
for their food among the nationswhere I amdriving them. 14Then I said, Ah, Lord! see,
my soul has never been unclean, and I have never taken as my food anything which
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has come to a natural death or has been broken by beasts, from the time when I was
young even till now; no disgusting flesh has ever come into my mouth. 15Then he said
tome, See, I have given you cow'swaste in place ofman'swaste, and youwillmake your
bread ready on it. 16Andhe said tome, Son ofman, see, I will take away from Jerusalem
her necessary bread: theywill take their bread byweight andwith care, measuring out
their drinking-waterwith fear andwonder: 17So that theymay be in need of bread and
water and be wondering at one another, wasting away in their sin.

5
1 And you, son of man, take a sharp sword, using it like a haircutter's blade, and

making it go over your head and the hair of your chin: and take scales for separating
the hair byweight. 2You are to have a third part burnedwith fire inside the town,when
the days of the attack are ended; and a third part you are to take and give blows with
the sword round about it; and give a third part for the wind to take away, and let loose
a sword after them. 3 And take from them a small number of hairs, folding them in
your skirts. 4And again take some of these and put them in the fire, burning them up
in the fire; and say to all the children of Israel, 5 This is what the Lord has said: This
is Jerusalem: I have put her among the nations, and countries are round her on every
side; 6 And she has gone against my orders by doing evil more than the nations, and
against my rulesmore than the countries round her: for they have given upmy orders,
and as formy rules, they have not gone in theway of them. 7For this cause the Lord has
said: Because you have beenmore uncontrolled than the nations round about you, and
have not been guided by my rules or kept my orders, but have kept the orders of the
nations round about you; 8 For this cause the Lord has said: See, I, even I, am against
you; and I will be judging among you before the eyes of the nations. 9And I will do in
you what I have not done and will not do again, because of all your disgusting ways.
10 For this cause fathers will take their sons for food among you, and sons will make a
meal of their fathers; and I will be judge among you, and all the rest of you I will send
away to every wind. 11For this cause, bymy life, says the Lord, because you havemade
my holy place uncleanwith all your hated things and all your disgusting ways, youwill
become disgusting to me; my eye will have no mercy and I will have no pity. 12A third
of youwill come to death fromdisease, wasting away among you through need of food;
a third will be put to the sword round about you; and a third I will send away to every
wind, letting loose a sword after them. 13Somywrathwill be complete andmy passion
will come to rest on them; and theywill be certain that I the Lordhave given theword of
decision, whenmywrath against them is complete. 14And I will make you a waste and
a name of shame among the nations round about you, in the eyes of everyonewho goes
by. 15And you will be a name of shame and a cause of bitter words, an example and a
wonder to the nations round about you, when I give effect to my judging among you in
wrath and in passion and in burning protests: I the Lord have said it: 16When I send on
you the evil arrows of disease, causing destruction, which I will send to put an end to
you; and, further, I will take away your necessary food. 17And I will send on you need
of food and evil beasts, and they will be a cause of loss to you; and disease and violent
death will go through you; and I will send the sword on you: I the Lord have said it.

6
1And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 Son of man, let your face be turned

to themountains of Israel, and be a prophet to them, and say, 3Youmountains of Israel,
give ear to the words of the Lord: this is what the Lord has said to the mountains and
the hills, to the waterways and the valleys: See, I, even I, am sending on you a sword
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for the destruction of your high places. 4And your altars will be made waste, and your
sun-images will be broken: and I will have your dead men placed before your images.
5And Iwill put the dead bodies of the children of Israel in front of their images, sending
your bones in all directions about your altars. 6 In all your living-places the towns
will become broken walls, and the high places made waste; so that your altars may be
broken down and made waste, and your images broken and ended, and so that your
sun-imagesmay be cut down and yourworks rubbed out. 7And the deadwill be falling
downamongyou, andyouwill be certain that I amtheLord. 8But still, Iwill keepa small
band safe from the sword among the nations, when you are sent wandering among the
countries. 9And those of youwho are kept safewill haveme inmind among the nations
where they have been taken away as prisoners, how I sent punishment on their hearts
which were untrue tome, and on their eyes which were turned to their false gods: and
theywill be full ofhate for themselvesbecauseof theevil thingswhich theyhavedone in
all their disgusting ways. 10And they will be certain that I am the Lord: not for nothing
did I say that I would do this evil to them. 11This is what the Lord has said: Give blows
with your hand, stamping with your foot, and say, O sorrow! because of all the evil
and disgustingways of the children of Israel: for deathwill overtake themby the sword
and through need of food and by disease. 12He who is far away will come to his death
by disease; he who is near will be put to the sword; he who is shut up will come to his
death throughneed of food; and Iwill give full effect tomypassion against them. 13And
you will be certain that I am the Lord, when their dead men are stretched among their
images round about their altars on every high hill, on all the tops of the mountains,
and under every branching tree, and under every thick oak-tree, the placeswhere they
made sweet smells to all their images. 14 And my hand will be stretched out against
them,making the landwaste and unpeopled, from thewaste land to Riblah, through all
their living-places: and they will be certain that I am the Lord.

7
1 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 And you, son of man, say, This is

what the Lord has said to the land of Israel: An end has come, the end has come on the
four quarters of the land. 3Now the end has come on you, and I will send my wrath on
you, judging you for your ways, I will send punishment on you for all your disgusting
acts. 4My eye will not have mercy on you, and I will have no pity: but I will send the
punishment of your ways on you, and your disgusting works will be among you: and
you will be certain that I am the Lord. 5 This is what the Lord has said: An evil, even
one evil; see, it is coming. 6An end has come, the end has come; see, it is coming on you.
7The crowning time has come on you, O people of the land: the time has come, the day
is near; the day will not be slow in coming, it will not keep back. 8Now, in a little time,
I will let loose my passion on you, and give full effect to my wrath against you, judging
you for your ways, and sending punishment on you for all your disgusting works. 9My
eye will not have mercy, and I will have no pity: I will send on you the punishment of
yourways, and your disgustingworkswill be among you; and youwill see that I am the
Lord who gives punishment. 10 See, the day; see, it is coming: the crowning time has
gone out; the twistedway is flowering, pride has put out buds. 11Violent behaviour has
been lifted up into a rod of evil; it will not be slow in coming, it will not keep back. 12The
time has come, the day is near: let not him who gives a price for goods be glad, or him
who gets the price have sorrow: 13For the traderwill not go back to the things forwhich
he had his price, even while he is still living: 14And he who has given a price for goods
will not get them, for my wrath is on all of them. 15 Outside is the sword, and inside
disease and need of food: he who is in the open country will be put to the sword; he
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who is in the town will come to his end through need of food and disease. 16And those
of them who get away safely will go and be in the secret places like the doves of the
valleys, all of them will come to death, every one in his sin. 17All hands will be feeble
and all knees without strength, like water. 18And they will put haircloth round them,
and deep fear will be covering them; and shame will be on all faces, and the hair gone
from all their heads. 19They will put out their silver into the streets, and their gold will
be as an unclean thing; their silver and their gold will not be able to keep them safe in
thedayof thewrathof theLord; theywill not get their desire orhave food for theirneed:
because it has been the cause of their falling into sin. 20As for their beautiful ornament,
they had put it on high, and had made the images of their disgusting and hated things
in it: for this cause I have made it an unclean thing to them. 21 And I will give it into
the hands of men from strange lands who will take it by force, and to the evil-doers of
the earth to have for themselves; and they will make it unholy. 22And my face will be
turnedaway from them, and theywillmakemy secret placeunholy: violentmenwill go
into it andmake it unholy. 23Make the chain: for the land is full of crimes of blood, and
the town is full of violent acts. 24For this reason I will send theworst of the nations and
they will take their houses for themselves: I will make the pride of their strength come
to an end; and their holy places will be made unclean. 25 Shaking fear is coming; and
they will be looking for peace, and there will be no peace. 26Destruction will come on
destruction, and one story after another; and the vision of the prophet will be shamed,
andknowledgeof the lawwill come toanendamong thepriests, andwisdomamong the
old. 27Thekingwill givehimself up to sorrow, and the rulerwill be clothedwithwonder,
and the hands of the people of the land will be troubled: I will give them punishment
for their ways, judging them as it is right for them to be judged; and theywill be certain
that I am the Lord.

8
1Now in the sixth year, in the sixth month, on the fifth day of the month, when I was

in my house and the responsible men of Judah were seated before me, the hand of the
Lord came on me there. 2 And looking, I saw a form like fire; from the middle of his
body and down there was fire: and up from the middle of his body a sort of shining,
like electrum. 3And he put out the form of a hand and took me by the hair of my head;
and the wind, lifting me up between the earth and the heaven, took me in the visions
of God to Jerusalem, to the way into the inner door facing to the north; where was the
seat of the image of envy. 4And I saw the glory of the Lord there, as in the vision which
I saw in the valley. 5 Then he said to me, Son of man, now let your eyes be lifted up in
the direction of the north; and on looking in the direction of the north, to the north of
the doorway of the altar, I saw this image of envy by the way in. 6 And he said to me,
Son of man, do you see what they are doing? even the very disgusting things which the
childrenof Israel aredoinghere, causingme to go far away frommyholyplace? but you
will see othermost disgusting things. 7Andhe tookme to thedoor of the openplace; and
looking, I sawahole in thewall. 8Andhe said tome, Sonofman,make ahole in thewall:
and after making a hole in the wall I saw a door. 9And he said to me, Go in and see the
evil and disgusting things which they are doing here. 10So I went in and saw; and there
every sort of living thing which goes flat on the earth, and unclean beasts, and all the
images of the children of Israel, were pictured round about on the wall. 11And before
them seventy of the responsible men of the children of Israel had taken their places,
every man with a vessel for burning perfumes in his hand, and in the middle of them
was Jaazaniah, the son of Shaphan; and a cloud of smoke went up from the burning
perfume. 12 And he said to me, Son of man, have you seen what the responsible men
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of the children of Israel do in the dark, every man in his room of pictured images? for
they say, The Lord does not see us; the Lord has gone away from the land. 13 Then he
said to me, You will see even more disgusting things which they do. 14 Then he took
me to the door of the way into the Lord's house looking to the north; and there women
were seated weeping for Tammuz. 15 Then he said to me, Have you seen this, O son of
man? you will see even more disgusting things than these. 16And he took me into the
inner square of the Lord's house, and at the door of the Temple of the Lord, between the
covered way and the altar, there were about twenty-five men with their backs turned
to the Temple of the Lord and their faces turned to the east; and theywereworshipping
the sun, turning to the east. 17Thenhe said tome, Have you seen this, O son ofman? is it
a small thing to the children of Judah that they do the disgusting things which they are
doing here? for they have made the land full of violent behaviour, making me angry
again and again: and see, they put the branch to my nose. 18 For this reason I will let
loose mywrath: my eye will not havemercy, and I will have no pity.

9
1Then crying out inmy hearing in a loud voice, he said, Let the overseers of the town

come near, everyman armed. 2And sixmen came from the way of the higher doorway
looking to the north, everymanwith his axe in his hand: and onemanamong themwas
clothed in linen,withawriter's inkpot at his side. And theywent inand took their places
by the brass altar. 3And the glory of the God of Israel had gone up from thewinged ones
onwhich it was resting, to the doorstep of the house. And crying out to theman clothed
in linen who had the writer's inkpot at his side, 4 The Lord said to him, Go through the
town, through the middle of Jerusalem, and put a mark on the brows of the men who
are sorrowing and crying for all the disgusting things which are done in it. 5 And to
these he said in my hearing, Go through the town after him using your axes: do not let
your eyes have mercy, and have no pity: 6 Give up to destruction old men and young
men and virgins, little children and women: but do not come near any man who has
the mark on him: and make a start at my holy place. So they made a start with the old
menwhowere before the house. 7And he said to them, Make the house unclean, make
the open places full of dead: go forward and send destruction on the town. 8Nowwhile
theyweredoing so, and Iwasuntouched, Iwent downonmy face, and crying out, I said,
Ah, Lord! will you give all the rest of Israel to destruction in letting loose yourwrath on
Jerusalem? 9Then he said tome, The sin of the children of Israel and Judah is very, very
great, and the land is full of blood and the town full of evil ways: for they say, The Lord
has gone away from the land, and the Lord does not see. 10And as for me, my eye will
not havemercy, and I will have no pity, but I will send the punishment of their ways on
their heads. 11Then theman clothed in linen, who had the inkpot at his side, came back
and said, I have done what you gaveme orders to do.

10
1 Then looking, I saw that on the arch which was over the head of the winged ones

therewas seenover themwhat seemed like a sapphire stone, having the formof aking's
seat. 2 And he said to the man clothed in linen, Go in between the wheels, under the
winged ones, and get your two hands full of burning coals from between the winged
ones and send them in a shower over the town. And he went in before my eyes. 3Now
the winged ones were stationed on the right side of the house when the man went in;
and the inner squarewas full of the cloud. 4And the glory of the Lordwent up from the
winged ones and came to rest over the doorstep of the house; and the house was full of
the cloudand the open squarewas full of the shining of theLord's glory. 5And the sound
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of the wings of the winged ones was clear even in the outer square, like the voice of the
Ruler of all. 6 And when he gave orders to the man clothed in linen, saying, Take fire
from between thewheels, from between thewinged ones, then hewent in and took his
place at the side of awheel. 7And stretching out his hand to the firewhichwas between
thewinged ones, he took some of it andwent out. 8And I saw the form of aman's hands
among the winged ones under their wings. 9And looking, I saw four wheels by the side
of thewingedones, onewheel by the side of awingedone andanotherwheel by the side
of another: and thewheelswere like the colour of a beryl stone to the eye. 10 In form the
four of themwere all the same, they seemed like a wheel inside a wheel. 11When they
were moving, they went on their four sides without turning; they went after the head
in the direction in which it was looking; they went without turning. 12And the edges of
the fourwheels were full of eyes round about. 13As for thewheels, theywere named in
my hearing, the circling wheels. 14And every one had four faces: the first face was the
face of a winged one, and the second was the face of a man, and the third the face of a
lion, and the fourth the face of an eagle. 15And the winged ones went up on high: this
is the living being which I saw by the river Chebar. 16Andwhen the winged ones went,
the wheels went by their side: and when their wings were lifted to take them up from
the earth, thewheelswere not turned from their side. 17When theywere at rest in their
place, these were at rest; when they were lifted up, these went up with them: for the
spirit of lifewas in them. 18Then the glory of the Lordwent out from the doorstep of the
house, and came to rest over the winged ones. 19And the winged ones, lifting up their
wings, went up from the earth before my eyes, with the wheels by their side: and they
came to rest at the east doorway of the Lord's house; and the glory of the God of Israel
was over themon high. 20This is the living beingwhich I sawunder the God of Israel by
the river Chebar; and it was clear to me that they were the winged ones. 21 Every one
had four faces and every one had fourwings; and hands like aman's handswere under
their wings. 22As for the form of their faces, they were the faces whose form I saw by
the river Chebar; when they went, every one of themwent straight forward.

11
1And thewind, liftingmeup, tookme to the east doorway of the Lord's house, looking

to the east: and at the door I saw twenty-fivemen; and among them I saw Jaazaniah, the
son of Azzur, and Pelatiah, the son of Benaiah, rulers of the people. 2Thenhe said tome,
Sonofman, these are themenwhoare designing evil, whoare teaching evilways in this
town: 3Who say, This is not the time for building houses: this town is the cooking-pot
and we are the flesh. 4 For this cause be a prophet against them, be a prophet, O son of
man. 5And the spirit of theLord cameonme, andhe said tome, Say, Theseare thewords
of the Lord: This is what you have said, O children of Israel; what comes into yourmind
is clear to me. 6 You have made great the number of your dead in this town, you have
made its streets full of dead men. 7 For this reason the Lord has said: Your dead whom
youhave put down in its streets, they are the flesh, and this town is the cooking-pot: but
I will make you come out from inside it. 8 You have been fearing the sword, and I will
send the sword on you, says the Lord. 9 I will make you come out from inside the town
and will give you up into the hands of men from other lands, and will be judge among
you. 10Youwill come to your death by the sword; and I will be your judge in the land of
Israel; and youwill be certain that I am the Lord. 11This townwill not be your cooking-
pot, and you will not be the flesh inside it; I will be your judge at the limit of the land of
Israel; 12And youwill be certain that I am the Lord: for you have not been guided bymy
rules or given effect tomy orders, but you have been living by the orders of the nations
round about you. 13Now while I was saying these things, death came to Pelatiah, the
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son of Benaiah. Then falling down on my face and crying out with a loud voice, I said,
Ah, Lord! will you put an end to all the rest of Israel? 14And the word of the Lord came
to me, saying, 15 Son of man, your countrymen, your relations, and all the children of
Israel, all of them, are those towhom the people of Jerusalemhave said, Go far from the
Lord; this land is given to us for a heritage: 16For this reason say, This is what the Lord
has said: Though I have had themmoved far off among the nations, and though I have
sent them wandering among the countries, still I have been a safe place for them for a
little time in the countries where they have come. 17Then say, This is what the Lord has
said: I will get you together from the peoples, and make you come out of the countries
where you have been sent in flight, and I will give you the land of Israel. 18 And they
will come there, and take away all the hated and disgusting things from it. 19And I will
give them a new heart, and I will put a new spirit in them; and I will take the heart of
stone out of their flesh and give them a heart of flesh: 20 So that they may be guided by
my rules and keep my orders and do them: and they will be to me a people, and I will
be to them a God. 21But as for those whose heart goes after their hated and disgusting
things, I will send on their heads the punishment of their ways, says the Lord. 22 Then
the wings of the winged ones were lifted up, and the wheels were by their side; and the
glory of the God of Israel was over them on high. 23And the glory of the Lord went up
from inside the town, and came to rest on the mountain on the east side of the town.
24And thewind, liftingme up, tookme in the visions of God into Chaldaea, to thosewho
had been taken away as prisoners. So the vision which I had seen went away fromme.
25Then I gave an account to thosewho had been taken prisoners of all the things which
the Lord hadmademe see.

12
1 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 Son of man, you are living among

an uncontrolled people, who have eyes to see but see not, and ears for hearing but they
do not give ear; for they are an uncontrolled people. 3And you, O son of man, by day,
before their eyes, get ready the vessels of one who is taken away, and go away from
your place to another place before their eyes: it may be that they will see, though they
are an uncontrolled people. 4By day, before their eyes, take out your vessels like those
of onewho is takenaway: and goout in the eveningbefore their eyes, like thosewhoare
taken away as prisoners. 5Make ahole in thewall, before their eyes, and go out through
it. 6And before their eyes, take your goods on your back and go out in the dark; go with
your face covered: for I have made you a sign to the children of Israel. 7And I did as I
was ordered: I tookoutmyvessels byday, like those of onewho is takenaway, and in the
evening Imadeahole through thewallwitha tent-pin; and in thedark Iwentout, taking
my things onmybackbefore their eyes. 8And in themorning thewordof theLord came
to me, saying, 9 Son of man, has not Israel, the uncontrolled people, said to you, What
are you doing? 10You are to say to them, This iswhat the Lord has said: Thisword has to
do with the ruler in Jerusalem and all the children of Israel in it. 11 Say, I am your sign:
as I have done, so will it be done to them: they will go away as prisoners. 12 And the
ruler who is among themwill take his goods on his back in the dark and go out: he will
make a hole in thewall throughwhich to go out: hewill have his face covered so that he
may not be seen. 13Andmy net will be stretched out on him, and hewill be taken inmy
cords: and I will take him to Babylon to the land of the Chaldaeans; but he will not see
it, and there death will come to him. 14And all his helpers round about him and all his
armies I will send in flight to every wind; and I will let loose a sword after them. 15And
they will be certain that I am the Lord, when I send them in flight among the nations,
driving them out through the countries. 16But a small number of them Iwill keep from
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the sword, from theneedof food, and fromdisease, so that theymaymake clear all their
disgustingways among the nationswhere they come; and theywill be certain that I am
the Lord. 17Then theword of the Lord came tome, saying, 18Son ofman, take your food
with shaking fear, and your water with trouble and care; 19And say to the people of the
land, This iswhat the Lord has said about the people of Jerusalemand the land of Israel:
They will take their food with care and their drink with wonder, so that all the wealth
of their landmay be taken from it because of the violent ways of the people living in it.
20And the peopled towns will be made waste, and the land will become a wonder; and
you will be certain that I am the Lord. 21And the word of the Lord came to me, saying,
22 Son of man, what is this saying which you have about the land of Israel, The time is
long and every vision comes to nothing? 23 For this cause say to them, This is what the
Lord has said: I have made this saying come to an end, and it will no longer be used as
a common saying in Israel; but say to them, The days are near, and the effect of every
vision. 24 For there will be no more false visions or smooth use of secret arts in Israel.
25For I am the Lord; I will say theword andwhat I say I will do; it will not be put off: for
in your days, O uncontrolled people, Iwill say theword anddo it, says the Lord. 26Again
the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 27 Son of man, see, the children of Israel say,
The vision which he sees is for the days which are a long way off, and his words are of
times still far away. 28 Say to them then, This is what the Lord has said: Not one of my
words will be put off any longer, but what I say I will do, says the Lord.

13
1 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 Son of man, be a prophet against

the prophets of Israel, and say to those prophetswhosewords are the invention of their
hearts, Give ear to the word of the Lord; 3 This is what the Lord has said: A curse on
the foolish prophets who go after the spirit which is in them and have seen nothing! 4O
Israel, your prophets have been like jackals in the waste places. 5You have not gone up
into the broken places or made up the wall for the children of Israel to take your place
in the fight in the day of the Lord. 6They have seen visionswithout substance andmade
use of secret arts, who say, The Lord has said; and the Lord has not sent them: hoping
that the word would have effect. 7Have you not seen a vision without substance and
have you not falsely made use of secret arts, when you say, The Lord has said; though I
have said nothing? 8 So this is what the Lord has said: Because your words are without
substance andyour visions are false, see, I amagainst you, says theLord. 9Andmyhand
will be against the prophetswho see visionswithout substance andwhomake false use
of secret arts: theywill not be in the secret ofmypeople, and theywill not be recorded in
the list of the children of Israel, and theywill not come into the land of Israel; and it will
be clear to you that I am the Lord. 10Because, even because they have been guidingmy
people into error, saying, Peace;when there is nopeace; and in thebuilding of adivision
wall they putwhitewash on it: 11Say to thosewho putwhitewash on it, Therewill be an
overflowingshower; andyou,O ice-drops,will comerainingdown; and itwill bebroken
in twoby the storm-wind. 12Andwhen thewall has comedown,will theynot say to you,
Where is thewhitewashwhich you put on it? 13For this reason, the Lord has said: I will
have it broken in two by a storm-wind in my passion; and there will be an overflowing
shower in my wrath, and you, O ice-drops, will come raining angrily down. 14 So I will
let the wall, which you were covering with whitewash, be broken down; I will have it
levelled to the earth so that its base is uncovered: it will come down, and destruction
will come on you with it; and it will be clear to you that I am the Lord. 15 So I will let
loose my passion on the wall in full measure, and on those who put whitewash on it;
and I will say to you, Where is the wall, and where are those who put whitewash on
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it? 16Even the prophets of Israel who say words to Jerusalem, who see visions of peace
for her when there is no peace, says the Lord. 17And you, son of man, let your face be
turnedagainst thedaughters of yourpeople,whoare acting thepart of prophets at their
pleasure; be a prophet against them, and say, 18This is what the Lord has said: A curse
is on the women who are stitching bands on all arms and putting veils on the heads of
those of every size, so that they may go after souls! Will you go after the souls of my
people and keep yourselves safe from death? 19And you have put me to shame among
my people for a little barley and some bits of bread, sending death on souls for whom
there is no cause of death, and keeping those souls living who have no right to life, by
the false words you say to my people who give ear to what is false. 20For this cause the
Lord has said: See, I am against your bands with which you go after souls, and I will
violently take them off their arms; and I will let loose the souls, even the souls whom
you go after freely. 21And I will have your veils violently parted in two, and will make
my people free from your hands, and theywill no longer be in your power for you to go
after them; and youwill be certain that I am the Lord. 22Becausewith your false words
you have given pain to the heart of the upright man when I had not made him sad; in
order to make strong the hands of the evil-doer so that he may not be turned from his
evil way and get life: 23For this cause youwill see nomore foolish visions ormake false
use of secret arts: and I will make my people free from your power; and you will be
certain that I am the Lord.

14
1Then certain of the responsiblemen of Israel came tome and took their seats before

me. 2And the word of the Lord came tome, saying, 3Son of man, thesemen have taken
their false gods into their hearts and put before their faces the sin which is the cause
of their fall: am I to give ear when they come to me for directions? 4 For this cause
say to them, These are the words of the Lord: Every man of Israel who has taken his
false god into his heart, and put before his face the sin which is the cause of his fall,
and comes to the prophet; I the Lord will give him an answer by myself in agreement
with the number of his false gods; 5So as to take the children of Israel in the thoughts of
their hearts, because theyhavebecome strange tome through their false gods. 6For this
cause say to the children of Israel, These are thewords of the Lord: Come back and give
up your false gods and let your faces be turned fromyour disgusting things. 7Whenany
one of the men of Israel, or of those from other lands who are living in Israel, who has
become strange to me, and takes his false gods into his heart, and puts before his face
the sin which is the cause of his fall, comes to the prophet to get directions from me; I
the Lord will give him an answer by myself: 8And my face will be turned against that
man, and I will make him a sign and a common saying, cutting him off from amongmy
people; andyouwill be certain that I am theLord. 9And if the prophet, trickedbydeceit,
says anything, it is I the Lord by whom he has been tricked, and I will put out my hand
against him, and hewill be cut off fromamongmypeople Israel. 10And the punishment
of their sinwill be on them: the sin of the prophetwill be the same as the sin of himwho
goes to him for directions; 11 So that the children of Israel may no longer go wandering
away fromme, ormake themselves uncleanwith all their wrongdoing; but theywill be
my people, and I will be their God, says the Lord. 12And the word of the Lord came to
me, saying, 13 Son of man, when a land, sinning against me, does wrong, and my hand
is stretched out against it, and the support of its bread is broken, and I make it short of
food, cuttingoffmanandbeast fromit: 14Even if these threemen,Noah,Daniel, and Job,
were in it, only themselves would they keep safe by their righteousness, says the Lord.
15Or if I send evil beasts through the land causing destruction and making it waste, so
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that no man may go through because of the beasts: 16 Even if these three men were in
it, by my life, says the Lord, they would not keep safe their sons or daughters, but only
themselves, and the landwould bemadewaste. 17Or if I send a sword against that land,
and say, Sword, go through the land, cutting off from it man and beast: 18Even if these
three men were in it, by my life, says the Lord, they would not keep safe their sons or
daughters, but only themselves. 19Or if I send disease into that land, letting loose my
wrath on it in blood, cutting off from it man and beast: 20Even if Noah, Daniel, and Job
were in it, by my life, says the Lord, they would not keep son or daughter safe; only
themselves would they keep safe through their righteousness. 21 For this is what the
Lord has said: Howmuchmorewhen I sendmy four bitter punishments on Jerusalem,
the sword and need of food and evil beasts and disease, cutting off from it man and
beast? 22 But truly, there will still be a small band who will be safe, even sons and
daughters: and they will come out to you, and youwill see their ways and their doings:
and you will be comforted about the evil which I have sent on Jerusalem, even about
everything I have sent on it. 23Theywill give you comfort when you see their ways and
their doings: and you will be certain that not for nothing have I done all the things I
have done in it, says the Lord.

15
1 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 Son of man, what is the vine-tree

more than any branching tree which is among the trees of the woods? 3Will its wood
be used for anywork? domenmake of it a pin for hanging any vessel on? 4See, it is put
into the fire for burning: the fire hasmade ameal of its two ends and themiddle part of
it is burned; is it good for any work? 5Truly, before it was cut down, it was not used for
any purpose: howmuch less, when the fire hasmade ameal of it and it is burned, will it
bemade into anything? 6For this cause the Lord has said: Like the vine-tree among the
trees of the woods which I have given to the fire for burning, so will I give the people
of Jerusalem. 7And my face will be turned against them; and though they have come
out of the fire they will be burned up by it; and it will be clear to you that I am the Lord
when my face is turned against them. 8And I will make the land a waste because they
have done evil, says the Lord.

16
1And the word of the Lord came tome, saying, 2Son ofman, make clear to Jerusalem

her disgusting ways, 3And say, This is what the Lord has said to Jerusalem: Your start
andyourbirthwas fromthe landof theCanaanite; anAmoritewasyour fatherandyour
mother was a Hittite. 4As for your birth, on the day of your birth your cord was not cut
and you were not washed in water to make you clean; you were not salted or folded
in linen bands. 5No eye had pity on you to do any of these things to you or to be kind
to you; but you were put out into the open country, because your life was hated at the
time of your birth. 6Andwhen Iwent past you and sawyou stretched out in your blood,
I said to you, Though you are stretched out in your blood, have life; 7And be increased
in number like the buds of the field; and youwere increased and became great, and you
came to the time of love: your breasts were formed and your hair was long; but you
were uncovered and without clothing. 8Now when I went past you, looking at you, I
saw that your time was the time of love; and I put my skirts over you, covering your
unclothed body: and I gave you my oath and made an agreement with you, says the
Lord, and you became mine. 9 Then I had you washed with water, washing away all
your blood and rubbing you with oil. 10 And I had you clothed with needlework, and
put leather shoes on your feet, folding fair linen about you and covering you with silk.
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11AndImadeyou fairwithornamentsandput jewelsonyourhandsandachainonyour
neck. 12And I put a ring in your nose and ear-rings in your ears and a beautiful crown
onyourhead. 13Soyouweremadebeautifulwith goldand silver; andyour clothingwas
of the best linen and silk and needlework; your food was the best meal and honey and
oil: and youwere very beautiful. 14Youwere so beautiful that the story of youwent out
into all nations; you were completely beautiful because of my glory which I had put on
you, says the Lord. 15But you put your faith in the fact that you were beautiful, acting
like a loose woman because you were widely talked of, and offering your cheap love
to everyone who went by, whoever it might be. 16And you took your robes and made
high places for yourself ornamented with every colour, acting like a loose woman on
them, without shame or fear. 17And you took the fair jewels, my silver and gold which
I had given to you, and made for yourself male images, acting like a loose woman with
them; 18And you took your robes of needlework for their clothing, and put my oil and
my perfume before them. 19Andmy bread which I gave you, the best meal and oil and
honeywhich I gave you for your food, you put it before them for a sweet smell, says the
Lord. 20And you took your sons and your daughters whom I had by you, offering even
these to them tobe their food. Wasyour loosebehaviour so small a thing, 21That youput
my children to death and gave themup to go through the fire to them? 22And in all your
disgusting and false behaviour you had nomemory of your early days, when youwere
uncoveredandwithout clothing, stretchedout in yourblood. 23And it cameabout, after
all your evil-doing, says theLord, 24That youmade for yourself anarched room inevery
open place. 25You put up your high places at the top of every street, andmade the grace
of your form a disgusting thing, opening your feet to everyonewhowent by, increasing
your loose ways. 26And you went with the Egyptians, your neighbours, great of flesh;
increasing your looseways,movingme towrath. 27Now, then,myhand is stretched out
against you, cutting down your fixed amount, and I have given you up to the desire of
your haters, the daughters of the Philistineswhoare shamedby your looseways. 28And
you went with the Assyrians, because of your desire which was without measure; you
were acting like a loose woman with them, and still you had not enough. 29 And you
went on in your loose ways, even as far as the land of Chaldaea, and still you had not
enough. 30How feeble is your heart, says the Lord, seeing that you do all these things,
the work of a loose and overruling woman; 31For you have made your arched room at
the topof every street, andyourhighplace ineveryopenplace; thoughyouwerenot like
a loose woman in getting together your payment. 32The untrue wife who takes strange
lovers in place of her husband! 33They give payment to all loose women: but you give
rewards to your lovers, offering them payment so that they may come to you on every
side for your cheap love. 34And in your loose behaviour you are different from other
women, for no one goes after you to make love to you: and because you give payment
and no payment is given to you, in this you are different from them. 35For this cause, O
loosewoman, give ear to the voice of theLord: 36This iswhat theLordhas said: Because
youruncleanbehaviourwas let loose andyourbodyuncovered in your loosewayswith
your lovers and with your disgusting images, and for the blood of your children which
yougave to them; 37For this cause Iwill get together all your loverswithwhomyouhave
takenyourpleasure, andall those towhomyouhave givenyour love,with all thosewho
werehatedbyyou; Iwill evenmake themcome together against youonevery side, and I
will have you uncovered before them so that theymay see your shame. 38And youwill
be judged by me as women are judged who have been untrue to their husbands and
have taken life; and I will let loose against you passion and bitter feeling. 39 I will give
you into their hands, and your arched room will be overturned and your high places
broken down; they will take your clothing off you and take away your fair jewels: and
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when they have done, youwill be uncovered and shamed. 40And theywill get together
a meeting against you, stoning you with stones and wounding you with their swords.
41And theywill have youburnedwithfire, sending punishments on youbefore the eyes
of great numbers of women; and I will put an end to your loose ways, and you will no
longer give payment. 42 And the heat of my wrath against you will have an end, and
my bitter feeling will be turned away from you, and I will be quiet andwill be angry no
longer. 43Because you have not kept in mind the days when you were young, but have
been troubling me with all these things; for this reason I will make the punishment of
your ways come on your head, says the Lord, because you have done this evil thing in
addition to all your disgusting acts. 44 See, in every common saying about you it will be
said, As themother is, so is her daughter. 45You are the daughter of yourmotherwhose
soul is turned in disgust from her husband and her children; and you are the sister of
your sisters who were turned in disgust from their husbands and their children: your
mother was a Hittite and your father an Amorite. 46Your older sister is Samaria, living
at your left hand, she and her daughters: and your younger sister, living at your right
hand, is Sodom and her daughters. 47 Still you have not gone in their ways or done the
disgusting things which they have done; but, as if that was only a little thing, you have
gone deeper in evil than they in all your ways. 48Bymy life, says the Lord, Sodom your
sisterneverdid, sheorherdaughters,what youandyourdaughters havedone. 49Truly,
this was the sin of your sister Sodom: pride, a full measure of food, and the comforts of
wealth in peace, were seen in her and her daughters, and she gave no help to the poor
or to those in need. 50 They were full of pride and did what was disgusting to me: and
so I took them away as you have seen. 51And Samaria has not done half your sins; but
you have made the number of your disgusting acts greater than theirs, making your
sisters seem more upright than you by all the disgusting things which you have done.
52And you yourself will be put to shame, in that you have given the decision for your
sisters; throughyour sins,which aremoredisgusting than theirs, they aremoreupright
than you: truly, youwill be shamed andmade low, for you havemade your sisters seem
upright. 53And Iwill let their fate be changed, the fate of Sodomandher daughters, and
the fate of Samaria and her daughters, and your fate with theirs. 54 So that you will be
shamed andmade low because of all you have done, when I havemercy on you. 55And
your sisters, Sodomandherdaughters,will go back to their first condition, and Samaria
and her daughterswill go back to their first condition, and you and your daughterswill
go back to your first condition. 56Was not your sister Sodom an oath in your mouth
in the day of your pride, 57Before your shame was uncovered? Now you have become
like her a word of shame to the daughters of Edom and all who are round about you,
the daughters of the Philistines who put shame on you round about. 58 The reward
of your evil designs and your disgusting ways has come on you, says the Lord. 59 For
this is what the Lord has said: I will do to you as you have done, you who, putting the
oath on one side, have let the agreement be broken. 60But still I will keep in mind the
agreement made with you in the days when you were young, and I will make with you
an eternal agreement. 61Then at the memory of your ways you will be overcome with
shame, when I take your sisters, the older and the younger, and give them to you for
daughters, but not by your agreement. 62And I will makemy agreement with you; and
you will be certain that I am the Lord: 63 So that, at the memory of these things, you
may be at a loss, never opening yourmouth because of your shame; when you havemy
forgiveness for all you have done, says the Lord.

17
1And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 Son of man, give out a dark saying,
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and make a comparison for the children of Israel, 3And say, This is what the Lord has
said: A great eagle with great wings, full of long feathers of different colours, came to
Lebanon, and took the top of the cedar: 4Biting off the highest of its young branches, he
took it to the land of Canaan, and put it in a town of traders. 5And he took some of the
seed of the land, planting it in fertile earth, placing it by great waters; he put it in like a
willow-tree. 6And its growth went on and it became a vine, low and widely stretching,
whose branches were turned to him and its roots were under him: so it became a vine,
putting out branches and young leaves. 7And therewas another eaglewith greatwings
and thick feathers: and now this vine, pushing out its roots to him, sent out its branches
in his direction from the bed where it was planted, so that he might give it water. 8He
had it planted in a good field by great waters so that it might put out branches and have
fruit and be a strong vine. 9 Say, This is what the Lord has said: Will it do well? will
he not have its roots pulled up and its branches cut off, so that all its young leaves may
become dry and it may be pulled up by its roots? 10And if it is planted will it do well?
will it not become quite dry at the touch of the east wind, drying up in the bed where
it was planted? 11 Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 12 Say now to this
uncontrolled people, Are these things not clear to you? Say to them, See, the king of
Babylon came to Jerusalem and took its king and its rulers away with him to Babylon;
13And he took one of the sons of the king andmade an agreement with him; and he put
him under an oath, and took away the great men of the land: 14 So that the kingdom
might be made low with no power of lifting itself up, but might keep his agreement to
be his servants. 15But hewent against his authority in sending representatives to Egypt
to get from them horses and a great army. Will he do well? will he be safe who does
such things? if the agreement is broken will he be safe? 16 By my life, says the Lord,
truly in the place of the kingwhomade him king, whose oath he put on one side and let
his agreement with him be broken, even in Babylon he will come to his death. 17And
Pharaoh with his strong army and great forces will be no help to him in the war, when
they put up earthworks and make strong walls for the cutting off of lives: 18 For he put
his oath on one side in letting the agreement be broken; and though he had given his
hand to it, he did all these things; he will not get away safe. 19And so the Lord has said,
By my life, truly, for my oath which he put on one side, and my agreement which has
been broken, I will send punishment on his head. 20My net will be stretched out over
him, and he will be taken in my cords, and I will send him to Babylon, and there I will
be his judge for the wrong which he has done against me. 21All his best fighting-men
will be put to the sword, and the rest will be sent away to every wind: and you will be
certain that I the Lord have said it. 22This is what the Lord has said: Further, I will take
the highest top of the cedar and put it in the earth; cutting off from the highest of his
young branches a soft one, I will have it planted on a high and greatmountain; 23 It will
be planted on the high mountain of Israel: it will put out branches and have fruit and
be a fair cedar: under it all birds of every sortwillmake their living-place, resting in the
shade of its branches. 24And it will be clear to all the trees of the field that I the Lord
have made low the high tree and made high the low tree, drying up the green tree and
making the dry tree full of growth; I the Lord have said it and have done it.

18
1Theword of the Lord came tome again, saying, 2Whydo youmake use of this saying

about the land of Israel, The fathers have been tasting bitter grapes and the children's
teeth are on edge? 3 By my life, says the Lord, you will no longer have this saying in
Israel. 4 See, all souls are mine; as the soul of the father, so the soul of the son is mine:
death will be the fate of the sinner's soul. 5 But if a man is upright, living rightly and
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doing righteousness, 6Andhas not takenfleshwith the blood for food, or givenworship
to the images of the children of Israel; if he has not had connectionwith his neighbour's
wife, or comenear toawomanat the timewhenshe isunclean; 7Andhasdonenowrong
to any, but has given back to the debtor what is his, and has taken no one's goods by
force, and has given food to him who was in need of it, and clothing to him who was
without it; 8 And has not given his money out at interest or taken great profits, and,
turning his hand from evil-doing, has kept faith betweenman andman, 9And has been
guidedbymyrules andhaskeptmy lawsanddone them: he isupright, lifewill certainly
behis, says theLord. 10 If hehas a sonwho is a thief, a taker of life,whodoes anyof these
things, 11Who has taken flesh with the blood as food, and has had connection with his
neighbour's wife, 12Has done wrong to the poor and to him who is in need, and taken
property by force, and has not given back to one in his debt what is his, and has given
worship to images and has done disgusting things, 13 And has given out his money at
interest and taken great profits: he will certainly not go on living: he has done all these
disgusting things: death will certainly be his fate; his blood will be on him. 14Now if
he has a son who sees all his father's sins which he has done, and in fear does not do
the same: 15Who has not taken the flesh with the blood for food, or given worship to
the images of the children of Israel, and has not had connection with his neighbour's
wife, 16Or done wrong to any, or taken anything from one in his debt, or taken goods
by force, but has given food to himwho was in need of it, and clothing to himwho was
without it; 17Who has kept his hand from evil-doing and has not taken interest or great
profits, who has done my orders and been guided by my rules: he will certainly not
be put to death for the evil-doing of his father; life will certainly be his. 18 As for his
father, because he was cruel, took goods by force, and did what is not good among his
people, truly, deathwill overtake him in his evil-doing. 19But you say,Why does not the
son undergo punishment for the evil-doing of the father? When the son has done what
is ordered and right, and has kept my rules and done them, life will certainly be his.
20The soul which does sinwill be put to death: the sonwill not bemade responsible for
the evil-doing of the father, or the father for the evil-doing of the son; the righteousness
of the upright will be on himself, and the evil-doing of the evil-doer on himself. 21But if
the evil-doer, turning away fromall the sinswhichhehasdone, keepsmy rules anddoes
what is ordered and right, life will certainly be his; death will not be his fate. 22Not one
of the sins which he has donewill be kept inmemory against him: in the righteousness
which he has done hewill have life. 23Have I any pleasure in the death of the evil-doer?
says the Lord: am I not pleased if he is turned from his way so that he may have life?
24 But when the upright man, turning away from his righteousness, does evil, like all
the disgusting things which the evil man does, will he have life? Not one of his upright
acts will be kept in memory: in the wrong which he has done and in his sin death will
overtake him. 25But you say, Theway of the Lord is not equal. Give ear, now, O children
of Israel; is my way not equal? are not your ways unequal? 26When the upright man,
turning away from his righteousness, does evil, death will overtake him; in the evil
which he has done death will overtake him. 27Again, when the evil-doer, turning away
from the evil he has done, does what is ordered and right, he will have life for his soul.
28 Because he had fear and was turned away from all the wrong which he had done,
life will certainly be his, death will not be his fate. 29But still the children of Israel say,
The way of the Lord is not equal. O children of Israel, are my ways not equal? are not
your ways unequal? 30 For this cause I will be your judge, O children of Israel, judging
every man by his ways, says the Lord. Come back and be turned from all your sins; so
that theymaynot be the cause of your falling into evil. 31Put away all your evil-doing in
which you have done sin; and make for yourselves a new heart and a new spirit: why
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are you desiring death, O children of Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure in the death of
him onwhom death comes, says the Lord: be turned back then, and have life.

19
1Take up now a song of grief for the ruler of Israel, and say, 2Whatwas yourmother?

Like a she-lion among lions, stretched out among the young lions she gave food to her
little ones. 3 And one of her little ones came to growth under her care, and became a
young lion, learning to go after beasts for his food; and he tookmen for his meat. 4And
the nations had news of him; he was taken in the hole they hadmade: and, pulling him
with hooks, they took him into the land of Egypt. 5Nowwhen she saw that her hopewas
made foolish and gone, she took another of her little ones and made him into a young
lion. 6And he went up and down among the lions and became a young lion, learning
to go after beasts for his food; and he took men for his meat. 7And he sent destruction
on theirwidows andmadewaste their towns; and the land and everything in it became
waste because of the loud sound of his voice. 8Then the nations came against him from
the kingdoms round about: their net was stretched over him and he was taken in the
hole they hadmade. 9Theymadehimaprisonerwith hooks, and tookhim to the king of
Babylon; they put him in the strong place so that his voicemight be sounding no longer
on themountains of Israel. 10Yourmotherwas in comparison like a vine, planted by the
waters: she was fertile and full of branches because of the great waters. 11And she had
a strong rod for a rod of authority for the rulers, and it became tall among the clouds
and it was seen lifted up among the number of its branches. 12 But she was uprooted
in burning wrath, and made low on the earth; the east wind came, drying her up, and
her branches were broken off; her strong rod became dry, the fire made a meal of it.
13And now she is planted in thewaste land, in a dry and unwatered country. 14And fire
has gone out from her rod, causing the destruction of her branches, so that there is no
strong rod in her to be the ruler's rod of authority. This is a song of grief, and it was for
a song of grief.

20
1Now it came about in the seventh year, in the fifth month, on the tenth day of the

month, that certainof the responsiblemenof Israel came toget directions fromtheLord
and were seated before me. 2 Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 3 Son of
man, say to the responsiblemenof Israel, This iswhat theLordhas said: Have you come
to get directions fromme? Bymy life, says the Lord, youwill get no directions fromme.
4Will you be their judge, O son of man, will you be their judge? make clear to them the
disgusting ways of their fathers, 5 And say to them, This is what the Lord has said: In
the day when I took Israel for myself, when I made an oath to the seed of the family of
Jacob, and I gave themknowledge ofmyself in the land of Egypt, saying to themwith an
oath, I am the Lord your God; 6 In that day I gavemy oath to take them out of the land of
Egypt into a landwhich I had been searching out for them, a landflowingwithmilk and
honey, the glory of all lands: 7And I said to them, Let every man among you put away
the disgusting things towhich his eyes are turned, and do notmake yourselves unclean
with the images of Egypt; I am the Lord your God. 8 But they would not be controlled
byme, and did not give ear to me; they did not put away the disgusting things to which
their eyes were turned, or give up the images of Egypt: then I said I would let loose my
passion on them to give full effect to my wrath against them in the land of Egypt. 9And
I was acting for the honour of my name, so that it might not be made unclean before
the eyes of the nations among whom they were, and before whose eyes I gave them
knowledge of myself, by taking them out of the land of Egypt. 10 So I made them go out
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of the land of Egypt and took them into thewaste land. 11And I gave themmy rules and
made clear to them my orders, which, if a man keeps them, will be life to him. 12And
further, I gave themmy Sabbaths, to be a sign betweenme and them, so that it might be
clear that I, who make them holy, am the Lord. 13 But the children of Israel would not
be controlled byme in thewaste land: theywere not guided bymy rules, and theywere
turned away from my orders, which, if a man does them, will be life to him; and they
had no respect formy Sabbaths: then I said that Iwould let loosemypassion on them in
the waste land, and put an end to them. 14And I was acting for the honour of my name,
so that it might not bemade unclean in the eyes of the nations, before whose eyes I had
taken them out. 15And further, I gave my oath to them in the waste land, that I would
not take them into the landwhich I had given them, a landflowingwithmilk andhoney,
the glory of all lands; 16Because they were turned away frommy orders, and were not
guided by my rules, and had no respect for my Sabbaths: for their hearts went after
their images. 17But still my eye had pity on them and I kept them from destruction and
did not put an end to them completely in the waste land. 18And I said to their children
in the waste land, Do not be guided by the rules of your fathers or keep their orders or
make yourselves unclean with their images: 19 I am the Lord your God; be guided by
my rules and keep my orders and do them: 20 And keep my Sabbaths holy; and they
will be a sign between me and you so that it may be clear to you that I am the Lord
your God. 21But the children would not be controlled by me; they were not guided by
my rules, and they did not keep and do my orders, which, if a man does them, will be
life to him; and they had no respect for my Sabbaths: then I said I would let loose my
passion on them to give full effect to my wrath against them in the waste land. 22And I
was acting for the honour of my name, so that it might not bemade unclean in the eyes
of the nations, before whose eyes I had taken them out. 23 Further, I gave my oath to
them in the waste land that I would send them wandering among the nations, driving
them out among the countries; 24 Because they had not done my orders, but had been
turned away from my rules, and had not given respect to my Sabbaths, and their eyes
were turned to the images of their fathers. 25And further, I gave them ruleswhichwere
not good and orders in which there was no life for them; 26 I made them unclean in the
offerings they gave, causing them tomake every first child go through the fire, so that I
might put an end to them. 27For this cause, son ofman, say to the children of Israel, This
is what the Lord has said: In this your fathers have further put shame on my name by
doing wrong against me. 28 For when I had taken them into the land which I made an
oath to give to them, then they saw every high hill and every branching tree andmade
their offerings there, moving me to wrath by their offerings; and there the sweet smell
of their offerings went up and their drink offerings were drained out. 29 Then I said to
them, What is this high place where you go to no purpose? And it is named Bamah to
this day. 30 For this cause say to the children of Israel, This is what the Lord has said:
Are you making yourselves unclean as your fathers did? are you being untrue to me
by going after their disgusting works? 31 And when you give your offerings, causing
your sons to go through the fire, you make yourselves unclean with all your images to
this day; and will you come to me for directions, O children of Israel? By my life, says
the Lord, you will get no direction from me. 32And that which comes into your minds
will never take place; when you say, We will be like the nations, like the families of the
countries, servants of wood and stone; 33By my life, says the Lord, truly, with a strong
handandwith anoutstretchedarmandwithburningwrath let loose, Iwill beKing over
you: 34And Iwill take youout from thepeoples and get you together out of the countries
where you are wandering, with a strong hand and with an outstretched arm and with
burning wrath let loose: 35And I will take you into the waste land of the peoples, and



Ezekiel 20:36 736 Ezekiel 21:14

there I will take up the cause with you face to face. 36As I took up the cause with your
fathers in the waste land of the land of Egypt, so will I take up the cause with you says
the Lord. 37And I will make you go under the rod and will make you small in number:
38 Clearing out from among you all those who are uncontrolled and who are sinning
againstme; Iwill take themout of the landwhere they are living, but theywill not come
into the landof Israel: andyouwill be certain that I amtheLord. 39As foryou,Ochildren
of Israel, the Lord has said: Let everyman completely put away his images and give ear
to me: and let my holy name no longer be shamed by your offerings and your images.
40 For in my holy mountain, in the high mountain of Israel, says the Lord, there all the
children of Israel, all of them, will bemy servants in the land; there I will take pleasure
in them, and there I will be worshipped with your offerings and the first-fruits of the
things you give, andwith all your holy things. 41 I will take pleasure in you as in a sweet
smell, when I take you out from the peoples and get you together from the countries
where you have been sent in flight; and I will make myself holy in you before the eyes
of thenations. 42Andyouwill be certain that I amtheLord,when I takeyou into the land
of Israel, into the country which I made an oath to give to your fathers. 43And there, at
thememory of yourways and of all the things you did tomake yourselves unclean, you
will have bitter hate for yourselves because of all the evil things you have done. 44And
you will be certain that I am the Lord, when I take you in hand for the honour of my
name, and not for your evil ways or your unclean doings, O children of Israel, says the
Lord. 45 Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 46 Son of man, let your face be
turned to the south, let yourwordsbedropped to the south, andbeaprophet against the
woodland of the South; 47And say to the woodland of the South, Give ear to the words
of the Lord: this is what the Lord has said: See, I will have a fire lighted in you, for the
destruction of every green tree in you and every dry tree: the flaming flamewill not be
put out, and all faces from the south to the north will be burned by it. 48And all flesh
will see that I the Lord have had it lighted: it will not be put out. 49Then I said, Ah, Lord!
they say of me, Is he not a maker of stories?

21
1And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 Son of man, let your face be turned

to Jerusalem, let your words be dropped in the direction of her holy place, and be a
prophet against the land of Israel; 3And say to the land of Israel, These are the words
of the Lord: See, I am against you, and I will take my sword out of its cover, cutting off
from you the upright and the evil. 4Because I am going to have the upright and the evil
cut off fromyou, for this causemy swordwill go out from its cover against all flesh from
the south to the north: 5And all fleshwill see that I the Lord have takenmy sword out of
its cover: and it will never go back. 6Make sounds of grief, son of man; with body bent
and a bitter heart make sounds of grief before their eyes. 7And when they say to you,
Why are you making sounds of grief? then say, Because of the news, for it is coming:
and every heart will become soft, and all hands will be feeble, and every spirit will be
burning low, and all knees will be turned to water: see, it is coming and it will be done,
says the Lord. 8 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 9 Son of man, say as a
prophet, These are the words of the Lord: Say, A sword, a sword which has been made
sharp and polished: 10 It has beenmade sharp to give death; it is polished so that it may
be like a thunder-flame: ... 11And I have given it to the polisher so that it may be taken
in the hand: he hasmade the sword sharp, he has had it polished, to put it into the hand
of him who gives death. 12Give loud cries and make sounds of grief, O son of man: for
it has come on my people, it has come on all the rulers of Israel: fear of the sword has
come on my people: for this cause give signs of grief. 13 ... 14 So then, son of man, be a
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prophet, and put your hands together with a loud sound, and give two blows with the
sword, and even three; it is the sword of thosewho arewounded, even the sword of the
wounded; the great sword which goes round about them. 15 In order that hearts may
become soft, and the number of those who are falling may be increased, I have sent
death by the sword against all their doors: you are made like a flame, you are polished
for death. 16Be pointed to the right, to the left, wherever your edge is ordered. 17And
I will put my hands together with a loud sound, and I will let my wrath have rest: I the
Lord have said it. 18 And the word of the Lord came to me again, saying, 19 And you,
son of man, have two ways marked out, so that the sword of the king of Babylon may
come; let the two of them come out of one land: and let there be a pillar at the top of the
road: 20 Put a pillar at the top of the road for the sword to come to Rabbah in the land
of the children of Ammon, and to Judah and to Jerusalem in the middle of her. 21 For
the king of Babylon took his place at the parting of theways, at the top of the two roads,
to make use of secret arts: shaking the arrows this way and that, he put questions to
the images of his gods, he took note of the inner parts of dead beasts. 22 At his right
hand was the fate of Jerusalem, to give orders for destruction, to send up the war-cry,
to put engines of war against the doors, lifting up earthworks, building walls. 23 And
this answer given by secret arts will seem false to thosewho have given their oaths and
have let them be broken: but hewill keep thememory of evil-doing so that theymay be
taken. 24For this cause the Lord has said: Because you havemade your evil-doing come
tomind by the uncovering of your wrongdoing, causing your sins to be seen in all your
evil-doings; because you have come to mind, you will be taken in them. 25And you, O
evil one, wounded to death, O ruler of Israel, whose day has come in the time of the last
punishment; 26 This is what the Lord has said: Take away the holy head-dress, take off
the crown: thiswill not beagain: let thatwhich is lowbe liftedup, and thatwhich is high
bemade low. 27 Iwill let it be overturned, overturned, overturned: thiswill not be again
till he comes whose right it is; and I will give it to him. 28And you, son of man, say as a
prophet, This is what the Lord has said about the children of Ammon and about their
shame: Say, A sword, even a sword let loose, polished for death, to make it shining so
that it may be like a flame: 29Your vision is to no purpose, your use of secret arts gives a
false answer, to put it on the necks of evil-doers who are wounded to death, whose day
has come, in the time of the last punishment. 30Go back into your cover. In the place
where you were made, in the land from which you were taken, I will be your judge.
31And I will let loose my burning passion on you, breathing out on you the fire of my
wrath: and I will give you up into the hands of men like beasts, trained to destruction.
32You will be food for the fire; your blood will be drained out in the land; there will be
nomorememory of you: for I the Lord have said it.

22
1And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2And you, son of man, will you be a

judge, will you be a judge of the townof blood? thenmake clear to her all her disgusting
ways. 3And you are to say, This is what the Lord has said: A town causing blood to be
drained out in her streets so that her timemay come, andmaking images in her tomake
herunclean! 4Youareresponsible for theblooddrainedoutbyyou, andyouareunclean
through the imageswhich youhavemade; and youhavemade your day comenear, and
the time of your judging has come; for this cause I have made you a name of shame to
thenations anda cause of laughing to all countries. 5Thosewhoarenear and thosewho
are far from youwill make sport of you; your name is unclean, you are full of sounds of
fear. 6 See, the rulers of Israel, every one in his family, have been causing death in you.
7 In you they have had no respect for father andmother; in you they have been cruel to
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theman from a strange land; in you they have donewrong to the childwithout a father
and to thewidow. 8You havemade little ofmy holy things, and havemademy Sabbaths
unclean. 9 In you there are menwho say evil of others, causing death; in you they have
taken the flesh with the blood for food; in your streets they have put evil designs into
effect. 10 In you they have let the shame of their fathers be seen; in you they have done
wrong to a woman at the time when she was unclean. 11And in you one man has done
what was disgusting with his neighbour's wife; and another has made his daughter-
in-law unclean; and another has done wrong to his sister, his father's daughter. 12 In
you they have taken rewards as the price of blood; you have taken interest and great
profits, and you have taken away your neighbours' goods by force, and have not kept
me in mind, says the Lord. 13 See, then, I have made my hands come together in wrath
against your taking of goods by force and against the blood which has been flowing in
you. 14Will your heart be high or your hands strong in the days when I take you in
hand? I the Lord have said it and will do it. 15And I will send you in flight among the
nations and wandering among the countries; and I will completely take away out of
you everything which is unclean. 16 And you will be made low before the eyes of the
nations; and it will be clear to you that I am the Lord. 17And the word of the Lord came
to me, saying, 18 Son of man, the children of Israel have become like the poorest sort of
waste metal to me: they are all silver and brass and tin and iron and lead mixed with
waste. 19 For this cause the Lord has said: Because you have all become waste metal,
see, I will get you together inside Jerusalem. 20As they put silver and brass and iron and
lead and tin together inside the oven, heating up the fire on it to make it soft; so will I
get you together in my wrath and in my passion, and, heating the fire with my breath,
will make you soft. 21 Yes, I will take you, breathing on you the fire of my wrath, and
you will become soft in it. 22As silver becomes soft in the oven, so you will become soft
in it; and you will be certain that I the Lord have let loose my passion on you. 23 And
the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 24 Son of man, say to her, You are a land on
which no rain or thunderstorm has come in the day of wrath. 25Her rulers in her are
like a loud-voiced lion violently taking his food; they have made a meal of souls; they
have taken wealth and valued property; they have made great the number of widows
inher. 26Herpriests havebeenacting violently againstmy law; theyhavemademyholy
things unclean: they havemade no division betweenwhat is holy andwhat is common,
and they have not made it clear that the unclean is different from the clean, and their
eyes have been shut tomy Sabbaths, and I am not honoured among them. 27Her rulers
in her are like wolves violently taking their food; putting men to death and causing the
destruction of souls, so that they may get their profit. 28 And her prophets have been
usingwhitewash, seeing foolish visions andmaking false use of secret arts, saying, This
is what the Lord has said, when the Lord has said nothing. 29 The people of the land
have been acting cruelly, takingmen's goods by force; they have been hard on the poor
and those in need, and have done wrong to the man from a strange land. 30And I was
looking for aman among themwhowouldmake up the wall and take his station in the
brokenplace beforeme for the land, so that Imight not senddestruction on it: but there
was no one. 31And I let loose my passion on them, and have put an end to them in the
fire of my wrath: I have made the punishment of their ways come on their heads, says
the Lord.

23
1Thewordof theLord came tomeagain, saying, 2Sonofman, therewere twowomen,

daughtersof onemother: 3Theywereacting like loosewomen inEgypt;when theywere
young their behaviour was loose: there their breasts were crushed, even the points of
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their young breasts were crushed. 4Their nameswere Oholah, the older, andOholibah,
her sister: and they became mine, and gave birth to sons and daughters. As for their
names, Samaria is Oholah, and Jerusalem, Oholibah. 5 And Oholah was untrue to me
when she was mine; she was full of desire for her lovers, even for the Assyrians, her
neighbours, 6Who were clothed in blue, captains and rulers, all of them young men to
be desired, horsemen seated on horses. 7 And she gave her unclean love to them, all
of them the noblest men of Assyria: and she made herself unclean with the images of
all who were desired by her. 8And she has not given up her loose ways from the time
when she was in Egypt; for when she was young they were her lovers, and by them
her young breasts were crushed, and they let loose on her their unclean desire. 9 For
this cause I gave her up into the hands of her lovers, into the hands of the Assyrians
on whom her desire was fixed. 10 By these her shame was uncovered: they took her
sons and daughters and put her to death with the sword: and she became a cause
of wonder to women; for they gave her the punishment which was right. 11 And her
sister Oholibah saw this, but her desire was even more unmeasured, and her loose
behaviour was worse than that of her sister. 12 She was full of desire for the Assyrians,
captains and rulers, her neighbours, clothed in blue, horsemen going on horses, all of
them young men to be desired. 13And I saw that she had become unclean; the two of
them went the same way. 14And her loose behaviour became worse; for she saw men
picturedonawall, picturesof theChaldaeanspainted inbright red, 15Withbands round
their bodies and with head-dresses hanging round their heads, all of them looking like
rulers, like the Babylonians, the land of whose birth is Chaldaea. 16And when she saw
them she was full of desire for them, and sent servants to them in Chaldaea. 17 And
the Babylonians came to her, into the bed of love, and made her unclean with their
loose desire, and she became unclean with them, and her soul was turned from them.
18So her loose behaviourwas clearly seen and her shame uncovered: thenmy soulwas
turned from her as it had been turned from her sister. 19But still she went on the more
with her loose behaviour, keeping in mind the early days when she had been a loose
woman in the land of Egypt. 20 And she was full of desire for her lovers, whose flesh
is like the flesh of asses and whose seed is like the seed of horses. 21 And she made
the memory of the loose ways of her early years come back to mind, when her young
breasts were crushed by the Egyptians. 22 For this cause, O Oholibah, this is what the
Lord has said: See, I willmake your lovers come up against you, even those fromwhom
your soul is turned away in disgust; and Iwillmake them comeup against you on every
side; 23 The Babylonians and all the Chaldaeans, Pekod and Shoa and Koa, and all the
Assyrians with them: young men to be desired, captains and rulers all of them, and
chiefs, herneighbours, all of themonhorseback. 24And theywill comeagainst you from
the north on horseback, with war-carriages and a great band of peoples; they will put
themselves in order against youwith breastplate and body-cover andmetal head-dress
round about you: and I will make them your judges, and they will give their decision
against you as seems right to them. 25 And my bitter feeling will be working against
you, and they will take you in hand with passion; they will take away your nose and
your ears, and the rest of you will be put to the sword: they will take your sons and
daughters, and the rest of you will be burned up in the fire. 26 And they will take all
your clothing off you and take away your ornaments. 27So I will put an end to your evil
ways and your loose behaviour which came from the land of Egypt: and your eyes will
never be liftedup to themagain, andyouwill havenomorememoryof Egypt. 28For this
is what the Lord has said: See, I will give you up into the hands of those who are hated
by you, into the hands of those fromwhom your soul is turned away in disgust: 29And
they will take you in hand with hate, and take away all the fruit of your work, and let
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you be unveiled and without clothing: and the shame of your loose behaviour will be
uncovered, your evil designs and your loose ways. 30 They will do these things to you
because youhavebeenuntrue tome, andhave gone after thenations, andhavebecome
uncleanwith their images. 31Youhave gone in theway of your sister; and Iwill give her
cup into your hand. 32 This is what the Lord has said: You will take a drink from your
sister's cup, which is deep and wide: you will be laughed at and looked down on, more
than you are able to undergo. 33You will be broken and full of sorrow, with the cup of
wonder and destruction, with the cup of your sister Samaria. 34 And after drinking it
and draining it out, you will take the last drops of it to the end, pulling off your breasts:
for I have said it, says the Lord. 35 So this is what the Lord has said: Because you have
not kept me in your memory, and because your back has been turned to me, you will
even undergo the punishment of your evil designs and your loose ways. 36 Then the
Lord said to me: Son of man, will you be the judge of Oholibah? then make clear to
her the disgusting things she has done. 37 For she has been false to me, and blood is
on her hands, and with her images she has been untrue; andmore than this, she made
her sons, whom she had byme, go through the fire to them to be burned up. 38Further,
this is what she has done tome: she hasmademy holy place unclean and hasmademy
Sabbaths unclean. 39For when she hadmade an offering of her children to her images,
she came intomyholy place tomake it unclean; see, this is what she has done insidemy
house. 40And she even sent formen to come from far away, towhoma servantwas sent,
and they came: forwhom shewaswashing her body and painting her eyes andmaking
herself fair with ornaments. 41 And she took her seat on a great bed, with a table put
ready before it on which she put my perfume and my oil. 42 ... and they put jewels on
her hands and beautiful crowns on her head. 43 Then I said ... now she will go on with
her loose ways. 44And they went in to her, as men go to a loose woman: so they went
in to Oholibah, the loose woman. 45 And upright men will be her judges, judging her
as false wives and women who take lives are judged; because she has been untrue to
me and blood is on her hands. 46 For this is what the Lord has said: I will make a great
meeting of the people come together against her, andwill send on her shaking fear and
take everything from her. 47And the meeting, after stoning her with stones, will put an
end to her with their swords; they will put her sons and daughters to death and have
her house burned up with fire. 48And I will put an end to evil in all the land, teaching
all women not to do as you have done. 49And Iwill send on you the punishment of your
evil ways, and you will be rewarded for your sins with your images: and you will be
certain that I am the Lord.

24
1And the word of the Lord came to me in the ninth year, in the tenth month, on the

tenthdayof themonth, saying, 2Sonofman, put down inwriting this veryday: Theking
of Babylon let loose the weight of his attack against Jerusalem on this very day. 3And
make a comparison for this uncontrolled people, and say to them, This is what the Lord
has said: Put on the cooking-pot, put it on the fire and put water in it: 4And get the bits
together, the fat tail, every goodpart, the leg and the top part of it: make it full of the best
bones. 5Take the best of the flock, put much wood under it: see that its bits are boiling
well; let the bones be cooked inside it. 6For this is what the Lord has said: A curse is on
the town of blood, the cooking-potwhich is unclean inside, which has never beenmade
clean! take out its bits; its fate is still to come on it. 7For her blood is in her; she has put it
on the open rocknot draining it on to the earth so that itmight be coveredwith dust; 8 In
order that it might make wrath come up to give punishment, she has put her blood on
the open rock, so that it may not be covered. 9For this cause the Lord has said: A curse
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is on the town of blood! and I will make great the burning mass. 10Put on much wood,
heating up the fire, boiling the flesh well, and making the soup thick, and let the bones
be burned. 11And I will put her on the coals so that she may be heated and her brass
burned, so that what is unclean in her may become soft and her waste be completely
taken away. 12 I havemademyself tired to no purpose: still all thewaste which is in her
has not come out, it has an evil smell. 13As for your unclean purpose: because I have
been attempting tomake you clean, but you have not beenmade clean from it, youwill
not be made clean till I have let loose my passion on you in full measure. 14 I the Lord
have said the word and I will do it; I will not go back or have mercy, and my purpose
will not be changed; in the measure of your ways and of your evil doings you will be
judged, says the Lord. 15And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 16 Son of man,
see, I am taking away the desire of your eyes by disease: but let there be no sorrow or
weeping or drops running from your eyes. 17 Let there be no sound of sorrow; make
no weeping for your dead, put on your head-dress and your shoes on your feet, let not
your lips be covered, and do not take the food of those in grief. 18 So in the morning I
was teaching the people and in the evening death took my wife; and in the morning I
didwhat I had been ordered to do. 19And the people said tome,Will you notmake clear
to us the sense of these things; is it for us you do them? 20Then I said to them, Theword
of the Lord came to me, saying, 21 Say to the people of Israel, The Lord has said, See, I
will make my holy place unclean, the pride of your strength, the pleasure of your eyes,
and the desire of your soul; and your sons and daughters, who did not come with you
here, will be put to the sword. 22And you will do as I have done, not covering your lips
or taking the food of those in grief. 23And your head-dresses will be on your heads and
your shoes on your feet: there will be no sorrow or weeping; but you will be wasting
away in the punishment of your evil-doing, and you will be looking at one another in
wonder. 24And Ezekiel will be a sign to you; everything he has done you will do: when
this takes place, you will be certain that I am the Lord. 25And as for you, son of man,
yourmouthwill be shut in the daywhen I take from them their strength, the joy of their
glory, the desire of their eyes, and that on which their hearts are fixed, and their sons
and daughters. 26 In that day, one who has got away safe will come to you to give you
news of it. 27 In that day yourmouthwill be open to himwhohas got away safe, and you
will say words to him and your lips will no longer be shut: so youwill be a sign to them
and they will be certain that I am the Lord.

25
1And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 Son of man, let your face be turned

to the children of Ammon, and be a prophet against them: 3And say to the children of
Ammon, Give ear to the word of the Lord; this is what the Lord has said: Because you
said, Aha! against my holy place when it was made unclean, and against the land of
Israel when it was made waste, and against the people of Judah when they were taken
away as prisoners; 4For this cause I will give you up to the children of the east for their
heritage, and they will put their tent-circles in you and make their houses in you; they
will takeyour fruit for their foodandyourmilk for theirdrink. 5And IwillmakeRabbah
a place for housing camels, and the children of Ammon a resting-place for flocks: and
you will be certain that I am the Lord. 6 For the Lord has said, Because you have made
sounds of joy with your hands, stamping your feet, and have been glad, putting shame
with all your soul on the land of Israel; 7For this cause my hand has been stretched out
against you, and I will give up your goods to be taken by the nations; I will have you cut
off from thepeoples andwill put anend to youamong the countries: Iwill give youup to
destruction; and youwill be certain that I am the Lord. 8This is what the Lord has said:
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BecauseMoab and Seir are saying, See, the people of Judah are like all the nations; 9For
this cause, Iwill let the sideofMoabbeuncovered, andhis townsonevery side, theglory
of the land, Beth-jeshimoth, Baal-meonandas far asKiriathaim. 10To the childrenof the
east I have given her for a heritage, aswell as the children of Ammon, so that theremay
be no memory of her among the nations: 11And I will be the judge of Moab; and they
will see that I am theLord. 12This iswhat theLordhas said: BecauseEdomhas takenhis
payment from the people of Judah, and has done great wrong in taking payment from
them; 13TheLordhas said,Myhandwill be stretched out against Edom, cutting off from
it man and beast: and I will make it waste, from Teman even as far as Dedan they will
be put to the sword. 14 Iwill take payment fromEdombecause ofmypeople Israel; and I
will takeEdom inhand inmywrathand inmypassion: and theywill have experienceof
my reward, says the Lord. 15This iswhat the Lordhas said: Because the Philistines have
takenpayment,with thepurposeof causing shameanddestructionwithunendinghate;
16 The Lord has said, See, my hand will be stretched out against the Philistines, cutting
off the Cherethites and sending destruction on the rest of the sea-land. 17And Iwill take
great payment from themwith acts ofwrath; and theywill be certain that I am the Lord
when I sendmy punishment on them.

26
1Now in the eleventh year, on the first day of themonth, theword of the Lord came to

me, saying, 2Sonofman, becauseTyrehas said against Jerusalem, Aha, shewhowas the
doorway of the peoples is broken; she is turned over to them; she whowas full is made
waste; 3For this cause the Lord has said, See, I am against you, O Tyre, andwill send up
a number of nations against you as the sea sends up its waves. 4And they will give the
walls of Tyre to destruction and have its towers broken: and I will take even her dust
away from her, andmake her an uncovered rock 5She will be a place for the stretching
out of nets in the middle of the sea; for I have said it, says the Lord: and her goods will
be given over to the nations. 6 And her daughters in the open country will be put to
the sword: and they will be certain that I am the Lord. 7 For this is what the Lord has
said: See, I will send up from the north Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, king of kings,
against Tyre, with horses and war-carriages and with an army and great numbers of
people. 8He will put to the sword your daughters in the open country: he will make
strong walls against you and put up an earthwork against you, arming himself for war
against you. 9He will put up his engines of war against your walls, and your towers
will be broken down by his axes. 10 Because of the number of his horses you will be
covered with their dust: your walls will be shaking at the noise of the horsemen and of
the wheels and of the war-carriages, when he comes through your doorways, as into a
town which has been broken open. 11Your streets will be stamped down by the feet of
his horses: he will put your people to the sword, and will send down the pillars of your
strength to the earth. 12Theywill take by force all yourwealth and go offwith the goods
with which you do trade: they will have your walls broken down and all the houses of
your desire given up to destruction: they will put your stones and your wood and your
dust deep in the water. 13 I will put an end to the noise of your songs, and the sound
of your instruments of music will be gone for ever. 14 I will make you an uncovered
rock: you will be a place for the stretching out of nets; there will be no building you up
again: for I the Lord have said it, says the Lord. 15This is what the Lord has said to Tyre:
Will not the sea-lands be shaking at the sound of your fall, when thewounded give cries
of pain, when men are put to the sword in you? 16 Then all the rulers of the sea will
come down from their high seats, and put away their robes and take off their clothing
of needlework: they will put on the clothing of grief, they will take their seats on the
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earth, shaking with fear every minute and overcome with wonder at you. 17And they
will send up a song of grief for you, and say to you, What destruction has come on you,
how are you cut off from the sea, the noted town, which was strong in the sea, she and
her people, causing the fear of them to come on all the dry land! 18Now the sea-lands
will be shaking in the day of your fall; and all the ships on the seawill be overcomewith
fear at your going. 19 For this is what the Lord has said: I will make you a waste town,
like the towns which are unpeopled; when I make the deep come upon you, covering
you with great waters. 20 Then I will make you go down with those who go down into
the underworld, to the people of the past, causing your living-place to be in the deepest
parts of the earth, in places long unpeopled, with those who go down into the deep, so
that there will be no one living in you; and you will have no glory in the land of the
living. 21 I will make you a thing of fear, and you will come to an end: even if you are
looked for, you will not be seen again for ever, says the Lord.

27
1Thewordof theLord came tomeagain, saying, 2Andyou, sonofman,makea songof

grief for Tyre; 3And say to Tyre, O youwho are seated at the doorway of the sea, trading
for the peoples with the great sea-lands, these are the words of the Lord: You, O Tyre,
have said, I am a ship completely beautiful. 4Your builders havemade your outlines in
the heart of the seas, they have made you completely beautiful. 5 They have made all
your boards of fir-trees from Senir: they have taken cedars from Lebanon to make the
supports for your sails. 6Of oak-trees fromBashan theyhavemade your driving blades;
they have made your floors of ivory and boxwood from the sea-lands of Kittim. 7 The
best linenwith needlework from Egypt was your sail, stretched out to be a flag for you;
blue andpurple from the sea-lands of Elishah gave you shade. 8Thepeople of Zidonand
Arvadwere your boatmen; thewisemen of Zemerwere in you; theywere guiding your
ships; 9The responsiblemenofGebal and itswisemenwere inyou,makingyourboards
watertight: all the ships of the seawith their seamenwere in you trading in your goods.
10 Cush and Lud and Put were in your army, your men of war, hanging up their body-
covers and head-dresses of war in you: they gave you your glory. 11 The men of Arvad
in your armywere on yourwalls, andwerewatchmen in your towers, hanging up their
arms on your walls round about; they made you completely beautiful. 12 Tarshish did
business with you because of the great amount of your wealth; they gave silver, iron,
tin, and lead for your goods. 13 Javan, Tubal, andMeshechwere your traders; they gave
living men and brass vessels for your goods. 14 The people of Togarmah gave horses
and war-horses and transport beasts for your goods. 15 The men of Rodan were your
traders: agreatnumberof sea-landsdidbusinesswithyou: theygaveyouhornsof ivory
and ebony as an offering. 16Edomdid businesswith youbecause of the great number of
thingswhichyoumade; they gaveemeralds, purple, andneedlework, and thebest linen
and coral and rubies for your goods. 17 Judah and the land of Israel were your traders;
they gave grain of Minnith and sweet cakes and honey and oil and perfume for your
goods. 18Damascus did business with you because of the great amount of your wealth,
with wine of Helbon and white wool. 19 ... for your goods: they gave polished iron and
spices for your goods. 20 Dedan did trade with you in cloths for the backs of horses.
21Arabiaandall the rulersofKedardidbusinesswithyou; in lambsandsheepandgoats,
in these they did business with you. 22The traders of Sheba and Raamah did tradewith
you; they gave the best of all sorts of spices and all sorts of stones of great price and gold
for your goods. 23Haran and Canneh and Eden, the traders of Asshur and all theMedes:
24 These were your traders in beautiful robes, in rolls of blue and needlework, and in
chests of coloured cloth, corded with cords and made of cedar-wood, in them they did
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tradewithyou. 25Tarshish shipsdidbusiness for you inyour goods: andyouweremade
full, and great was your glory in the heart of the seas. 26Your boatmen have taken you
into greatwaters: youhavebeenbrokenby the eastwind in theheart of the seas. 27Your
wealthandyourgoods, the things inwhichyoudo trade, your seamenand thoseguiding
your ships, those who make your boards watertight, and those who do business with
your goods, and all your men of war who are in you, with all who have come together
in you, will go down into the heart of the seas in the day of your downfall. 28 At the
sound of the cry of your ships' guides, the boards of the ship will be shaking. 29And all
the boatmen, the seamen and those who are expert at guiding a ship through the sea,
will come down from their ships and take their places on the land; 30And their voices
will be sounding over you, and crying bitterly they will put dust on their heads, rolling
themselves in the dust: 31And they will have the hair of their heads cut off because of
you, and will put haircloth on their bodies, weeping for you with bitter grief in their
souls, evenwith bitter sorrow. 32And in theirweeping theywillmake a song of grief for
you, sorrowing over you and saying, Who is like Tyre, who has come to an end in the
deep sea? 33When your goods went out over the seas, you made numbers of peoples
full; the wealth of the kings of the earth was increased with your great wealth and all
your goods. 34Now that you are broken by the seas in the deep waters, your goods and
all your people will go down with you. 35All the people of the sea-lands are overcome
with wonder at you, and their kings are full of fear, their faces are troubled. 36 Those
who do business among the peoples make sounds of surprise at you; you have become
a thing of fear, you have come to an end for ever.

28
1 The word of the Lord came to me again, saying, 2 Son of man, say to the ruler of

Tyre, This is what the Lord has said: Because your heart has been lifted up, and you
have said, I am a god, I am seated on the seat of God in the heart of the seas; but you
are man and not God, though you have made your heart as the heart of God: 3 See, you
arewiser thanDaniel; there is no secretwhich is deeper thanyourknowledge: 4Byyour
wisdomanddeepknowledgeyouhavegot power for yourself, andput silver andgold in
your store-houses: 5By your great wisdom and by your trade your power is increased,
and your heart is lifted up because of your power: 6 For this cause the Lord has said:
Because you have made your heart as the heart of God, 7 See, I am sending against you
strange men, feared among the nations: they will let loose their swords against your
bright wisdom, they will make your glory a common thing. 8They will send you down
to the underworld, and your death will be the death of those who are put to the sword
in the heart of the seas. 9Will you say, in the face of those who are taking your life, I am
God? but you aremanandnot God in the hands of thosewho arewounding you. 10Your
deathwill be thedeathof thosewhoarewithout circumcision, by thehandsofmen from
strange lands: for I have said it, says the Lord. 11Then theword of the Lord came tome,
saying, 12 Son of man, make a song of grief for the king of Tyre, and say to him, This is
what the Lord has said: You are all-wise and completely beautiful; 13Youwere in Eden,
the garden of God; every stone of great price was your clothing, the sardius, the topaz,
and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the emerald and the carbuncle:
your store-houses were full of gold, and things of great price were in you; in the day
when you were made they were got ready. 14 I gave you your place with the winged
one; I put you on themountain of God; youwent up and down among the stones of fire.
15 There has been no evil in your ways from the day when you were made, till sin was
seen in you. 16Through all your trading you have become full of violentways, and have
done evil: so I sent you out shamed from the mountain of God; the winged one put an
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end to you from among the stones of fire. 17Your heart was lifted up because you were
beautiful, youmade your wisdom evil through your sin: I have sent you down, even to
the earth; I havemade you low before kings, so that theymay see you. 18By all your sin,
even by your evil trading, you havemade your holy places unclean; so Iwillmake a fire
come out from you, it will make ameal of you, and I will make you as dust on the earth
before the eyes of all who see you. 19All who have knowledge of you among the peoples
will be overcome with wonder at you: you have become a thing of fear, and you will
never be seen again. 20And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 21 Son of man, let
your face be turned to Zidon, andbe a prophet against it, and say, 22These are thewords
of the Lord: See, I am against you, O Zidon; and I will get glory for myself in you: and
theywill be certain that I am theLord,when I sendmypunishments onher, and Iwill be
seen to be holy in her. 23And I will send on her disease and blood in her streets; and the
woundedwill be falling in themiddle of her, and the swordwill be against her on every
side; and they will be certain that I am the Lord. 24And there will no longer be a plant
with sharp points wounding the children of Israel, or a thorn troubling them among
any who are round about them, who put shame on them; and they will be certain that
I am the Lord. 25This is what the Lord has said: When I have got together the children
of Israel from the peoples amongwhom they arewandering, and have beenmade holy
among thembefore the eyes of the nations, then theywill have rest in the landwhich is
theirs, which I gave to my servant Jacob 26And they will be safe there, building houses
and planting vine-gardens and living without fear; when I have sent my punishments
on all those who put shame on them round about them; and they will be certain that I
am the Lord their God.

29
1 In the tenth year, in the tenthmonth, on the twelfth day of themonth, thewordof the

Lord came to me, saying, 2 Son of man, let your face be turned against Pharaoh, king of
Egypt, and be a prophet against him and against all Egypt: 3 Say to them, These are the
words of the Lord: See, I am against you, Pharaoh, king of Egypt, the great river-beast
stretched out among his Nile streams, who has said, The Nile is mine, and I have made
it for myself. 4And I will put hooks in your mouth, and the fish of your streams will be
hanging from your skin; and I will make you come up out of your streams, with all the
fish of your streams hanging from your skin. 5And I will let you be in the waste land,
you and all the fish of your streams: you will go down on the face of the land; you will
not be taken up or put to rest in the earth; I have given you for food to the beasts of the
field and the birds of the heaven. 6And itwill be clear to all the people of Egypt that I am
the Lord, because you have been a false support to the children of Israel. 7When they
took a grip of you in their hands, youwere crushed so that their armswere broken: and
when they put their weight on you for support, you were broken and all their muscles
gaveway. 8For this cause theLordhas said: See, I amsendinga swordonyou, cuttingoff
from youman and beast. 9And the land of Egypt will be an unpeopled waste; and they
will be certain that I am the Lord: because he has said, The Nile is mine, and I made it.
10See, then, I amagainst youandagainst your streams, and Iwillmake the landof Egypt
anunpeopledwaste, fromMigdol to Syene, evenas far as the edge of Ethiopia. 11No foot
of man will go through it and no foot of beast, and it will be unpeopled for forty years.
12 I willmake the land of Egypt awaste among the countrieswhich aremadewaste, and
her towns will be unpeopled among the towns which have been made waste, for forty
years: and Iwill send the Egyptians in flight among the nations andwandering through
the countries. 13 For this is what the Lord has said: At the end of forty years I will get
the Egyptians together from the peoples where they have gone in flight: 14 I will let the
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fate of Egypt be changed, and will make them come back into the land of Pathros, into
the land from which they came; and there they will be an unimportant kingdom. 15 It
will be the lowest of the kingdoms, and never again will it be lifted up over the nations:
I will make them small, so that they may not have rule over the nations. 16And Egypt
will no longer be the hope of the children of Israel, causing sin to come to mind when
their eyes are turned to them: and they will be certain that I am the Lord. 17Now in
the twenty-seventh year, in the first month, on the first day of the month, the word of
the Lord came to me, saying, 18 Son of man, Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, made
his army do hard work against Tyre, and the hair came off every head and every arm
was rubbed smooth: but he and his army got no payment out of Tyre for the hardwork
which he had done against it. 19 For this cause the Lord has said: See, I am giving the
land of Egypt to Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon: he will take away her wealth, and
take her goods by force and everything which is there; and this will be the payment for
his army. 20 I have given him the land of Egypt as the reward for his hardwork, because
they were working for me, says the Lord. 21 In that day I will make a horn put out buds
for the children of Israel, and I will let your words come freely among them, and they
will be certain that I am the Lord.

30
1The word of the Lord came to me again, saying, 2 Son of man, be a prophet, and say,

These are the words of the Lord: Give a cry, Aha, for the day! 3 For the day is near,
the day of the Lord is near, a day of cloud; it will be the time of the nations. 4 And a
sword will come on Egypt, and cruel pain will be in Ethiopia, when they are falling by
the sword in Egypt; and they will take away her wealth and her bases will be broken
down. 5Ethiopia and Put and Lud and all the mixed people and Libya and the children
of the land of the Cherethites will all be put to death with them by the sword. 6 This
is what the Lord has said: The supporters of Egypt will have a fall, and the pride of her
powerwill comedown: fromMigdol to Syene theywill be put to the sword in it, says the
Lord. 7And shewill bemadewaste among the countries which have beenmadewaste,
and her townswill be among the townswhich are unpeopled. 8And theywill be certain
that I amtheLord,when Ihaveputafire inEgyptandallherhelpersarebroken. 9 In that
day men will go out quickly to take the news, causing fear in untroubled Ethiopia; and
bitter pain will come on them as in the day of Egypt; for see, it is coming. 10This is what
theLordhas said: Iwill putanend togreatnumbersof thepeopleofEgyptby thehandof
Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon. 11He and the people with him, causing fear among
the nations, will be sent for the destruction of the land; their swords will be let loose
against Egypt and the land will be full of dead. 12And I will make the Nile streams dry,
and will give the land into the hands of evil men, causing the land and everything in it
to bewasted by the hands ofmen from a strange country: I the Lord have said it. 13This
is what the Lord has said: In addition to this, I will give up the images to destruction
and put an end to the false gods in Noph; never again will there be a ruler in the land
of Egypt: and I will put a fear in the land of Egypt. 14And I will make Pathros a waste,
and put a fire in Zoan, and send my punishments on No. 15 I will let loose my wrath
on Sin, the strong place of Egypt, cutting off the mass of the people of No. 16And I will
put a fire in Egypt; Syene will be twisting in pain, and No will be broken into, as by the
onrush of waters. 17 The young men of On and Pi-beseth will be put to the sword: and
these towns will be taken away prisoners. 18And at Tehaphnehes the day will become
dark, when the yoke of Egypt is broken there, and the pride of her power comes to an
end: as for her, she will be covered with a cloud, and her daughters will be taken away
prisoners. 19 And I will send my punishments on Egypt: and they will be certain that
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I am the Lord. 20 Now in the eleventh year, in the first month, on the seventh day of
themonth, the word of the Lord came tome, saying, 21Son ofman, the arm of Pharaoh,
king of Egypt, has beenbrokenbyme, andnobandhasbeenput round it tomake itwell,
no band has been twisted round it to make it strong for gripping the sword. 22 For this
cause the Lord has said: See, I am against Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and byme his strong
arm will be broken; and I will make the sword go out of his hand. 23 And I will send
the Egyptians in flight among the nations andwandering through the countries. 24And
I will make the arms of the king of Babylon strong, and will put my sword in his hand:
butPharaoh's armswill bebroken, andhewill give cries ofpainbeforehim like the cries
of a man wounded to death. 25And I will make the arms of the king of Babylon strong,
and the arms of Pharaoh will be hanging down; and they will be certain that I am the
Lord, when I put my sword into the hand of the king of Babylon and it is stretched out
against the land of Egypt. 26And I will send the Egyptians in flight among the nations
and wandering through the countries; and they will be certain that I am the Lord.

31
1 Now in the eleventh year, in the third month, on the first day of the month, the

word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 Son of man, say to Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and
to his people; Whom are you like in your great power? 3 See, a pine-tree with beautiful
branchesand thickgrowth, giving shadeandvery tall; and its topwasamong theclouds.
4 It got strength from thewaters and the deepmade it tall: its streamswent round about
its planted land and it sent out its waterways to all the trees of the field. 5 In this way it
became taller thanall the trees of thefield; and its brancheswere increasedand its arms
became long because of the great waters. 6 In its branches all the birds of heaven came
to rest, and under its arms all the beasts of the field gave birth to their young, and great
nations were living in its shade. 7 So it was beautiful, being so tall and its branches so
long, for its root was by great waters. 8No cedars were equal to it in the garden of God;
the fir-trees were not like its branches, and plane-trees were as nothing in comparison
with its arms; no tree in the garden of God was so beautiful. 9 I made it beautiful with
its mass of branches: so that all the trees in the garden of God were full of envy of it.
10 For this cause the Lord has said: Because he is tall, and has put his top among the
clouds, and his heart is full of pride because he is so high, 11 I have given him up into
the hands of a strong one of the nations; he will certainly give him the reward of his
sin, driving him out. 12And men from strange lands, who are to be feared among the
nations, after cutting him off, have let him be: on the mountains and in all the valleys
his branches have come down; his arms are broken by all thewaterways of the land; all
the peoples of the earth have gone from his shade, and have let him be. 13All the birds
of heaven have come to rest on his broken stemwhere it is stretched on the earth, and
all the beasts of the field will be on his branches: 14 In order that no trees by the waters
may be lifted up in their growth, putting their tops among the clouds; and that no trees
which are watered may take their place on high: for they are all given up to death, to
the lowest parts of the earth among the children of men, with those who go down to
the underworld. 15 This is what the Lord has said: The day when he goes down to the
underworld, I will make the deep full of grief for him; I will keep back her streams and
the great waters will be stopped: I will make Lebanon dark for him, and all the trees
of the field will be feeble because of him. 16 I will send shaking on the nations at the
sound of his fall, when I send him down to the underworld with those who go down
into the deep: and on earth they will be comforting themselves, all the trees of Eden,
the best of Lebanon, even all the watered ones. 17And they will go down with him to
the underworld, to those who have been put to the sword; even those who were his
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helpers, living under his shade among the nations 18Whom then are you like? for you
will be sent down with the trees of Eden into the lowest parts of the earth: there you
will be stretched out among those without circumcision, with those who were put to
the sword. This is Pharaoh and all his people, says the Lord.

32
1And it came about in the twelfth year, in the twelfth month, on the first day of the

month, that the word of the Lord came tome, saying, 2Son ofman, make a song of grief
for Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and say to him, Young lion of the nations, destruction has
come on you; and you were like a sea-beast in the seas, sending out bursts of water,
troubling the waters with your feet, making their streams dirty. 3This is what the Lord
has said: My net will be stretched out over you, and I will take you up inmy fishing-net.
4And I will let you be stretched on the land; I will send you out violently into the open
field; I will let all the birds of heaven come to rest on you andwill make the beasts of all
the earth full of you. 5And I will put your flesh on themountains, andmake the valleys
full of your blood. 6And the land will be watered with your blood, and the waterways
will be full of you. 7 And when I put out your life, the heaven will be covered and its
stars made dark; I will let the sun be covered with a cloud and the moon will not give
her light. 8All the bright lights of heaven I will make dark over you, and put dark night
on your land, says the Lord. 9 And the hearts of numbers of peoples will be troubled,
when I send your prisoners among the nations, into a country which is strange to you.
10And I will make a number of peoples overcome with wonder at you, and their kings
will be full of fear because of you, when my sword is waved before them: they will be
shaking every minute, every man fearing for his life, in the day of your fall. 11 For this
is what the Lord has said: The sword of the king of Babylon will come on you. 12 I will
let the swords of the strong be the cause of the fall of your people; all of them men to
be feared among the nations: and they will make waste the pride of Egypt, and all its
people will come to destruction. 13And I will put an end to all her beasts which are by
the great waters, and theywill never again be troubled by the foot ofman or by the feet
of beasts. 14Then I will make their waters clear and their rivers will be flowing like oil,
says the Lord. 15When I make Egypt an unpeopled waste, cutting off from the land all
the things in it; when I send punishment on all those living in it, then it will be clear
to them that I am the Lord. 16 It is a song of grief, and people will give voice to it, the
daughters of the nations will give voice to it, even for Egypt and all her people, says the
Lord. 17And in the twelfth year, on the fifteenth day of themonth, the word of the Lord
came to me, saying, 18 Son of man, let your voice be loud in sorrow for the people of
Egypt and send themdown, even you and the daughters of the nations; I will send them
down into the lowest parts of the earth, with those who go down into the underworld.
19Are you more beautiful than any? go down, and take your rest among those without
circumcision, 20Among those who have been put to the sword: they will give a resting-
place with them to all their people. 21 The strong among the great ones will say to him
fromtheunderworld, Areyoumorebeautiful thanany? godown, youandyourhelpers,
and take your rest among those without circumcision, and those who have been put to
the sword. 22 There is Asshur and all her army, round about her last resting-place: all
of them put to death by the sword: 23Whose resting-places are in the inmost parts of
the underworld, who were a cause of fear in the land of the living. 24 There is Elam
and all her people, round about her last resting-place: all of them put to death by the
sword, who have gone down without circumcision into the lowest parts of the earth,
whowere a cause of fear in the land of the living, and are put to shamewith those who
go down to the underworld: 25 They have made a bed for her among the dead, and all
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her people are round about her resting-place: all of them without circumcision, put to
deathwith thesword; for theywereacauseof fear in the landof the living, andareput to
shamewith thosewho godown to the underworld: they have been given aplace among
those who have been put to the sword. 26 There is Meshech, Tubal, and all her people,
round about her last resting-place: all of themwithout circumcision, put to death by the
sword; for they were a cause of fear in the land of the living. 27And they have been put
to restwith thefightingmenwho came to their end in days long past, whowent down to
the underworld with their instruments of war, placing their swords under their heads,
and their body-covers are over their bones; for their strength was a cause of fear in
the land of the living. 28But youwill have your bed among those without circumcision,
and will be put to rest with those who have been put to death with the sword. 29There
is Edom, her kings and all her princes, who have been given a resting-place with those
whowereput to the sword: theywill be restingamong thosewithout circumcision, even
with those who go down to the underworld. 30 There are the chiefs of the north, all of
them, and all the Zidonians, who have gone downwith those who have been put to the
sword: they are shamed on account of all the fear caused by their strength; they are
resting there without circumcision, among those who have been put to the sword, and
are put to shame with those who go down to the underworld. 31Pharaoh will see them
and be comforted on account of all his people: even Pharaoh and all his army, put to
death by the sword, says the Lord. 32For he put his fear in the land of the living: and he
will be put to rest among those without circumcision, with those who have been put to
death with the sword, even Pharaoh and all his people, says the Lord.

33
1 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 Son of man, give a word to the

children of your people, and say to them,When Imake the sword come on a land, if the
peopleof the land takeaman fromamong theirnumberandmakehimtheirwatchman:
3 If, when he sees the sword coming on the land, by sounding the horn he gives the
people news of their danger; 4 Then anyone who, hearing the sound of the horn, does
not takenote of it,will himself be responsible forhis death, if the sword comesand takes
him away. 5On hearing the sound of the horn, he did not take note; his bloodwill be on
him; for if he had taken note his life would have been safe. 6But if the watchman sees
the sword coming, and does not give a note on the horn, and the people have no word
of the danger, and the sword comes and takes any person from among them; he will be
taken away in his sin, but I will make the watchman responsible for his blood. 7So you,
son of man, I havemade you a watchman for the children of Israel; and you are to give
ear to theword ofmymouth and give them news fromme of their danger. 8When I say
to the evil-doer, Deathwill certainly overtake you; and you say nothing tomake clear to
the evil-doer the danger of his way; death will overtake that evil man in his evil-doing,
but I will make you responsible for his blood. 9 But if you make clear to the evil-doer
the danger of his way for the purpose of turning him from it, and he is not turned from
his way, death will overtake him in his evil-doing, but your life will be safe. 10And you,
son of man, say to the children of Israel, You say, Our wrongdoing and our sins are on
us andwe arewasting away in them; how thenmaywe have life? 11Say to them, Bymy
life, says the Lord, I have no pleasure in the death of the evil-doer; it is more pleasing to
me if he is turned from his way and has life: be turned, be turned from your evil ways;
why are you looking for death, O children of Israel? 12And you, son of man, say to the
children of your people, The righteousness of the upright man will not make him safe
in the daywhen he does wrong; and the evil-doing of the evil manwill not be the cause
of his fall in the day when he is turned from his evil-doing; and the upright man will
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not have life because of his righteousness in the day when he does evil. 13When I say
to the upright that life will certainly be his; if he puts his faith in his righteousness and
does evil, not one of his upright acts will be kept inmemory; but in the evil he has done,
deathwill overtake him. 14Andwhen I say to the evil-doer, Deathwill certainly be your
fate; if he is turned from his sin and does what is ordered and right; 15 If the evil-doer
lets one who is in his debt have back what is his, and gives back what he had taken by
force, and is guided by the rules of life, doing no evil; lifewill certainly be his, deathwill
not overtake him. 16Not one of the sins which he has done will be kept in mind against
him: he has donewhat is ordered and right, life will certainly be his. 17But the children
of your people say, The way of the Lord is not equal: when it is they whose way is not
equal. 18When the upright man, turning away from his righteousness, does evil, death
will overtakehim in it. 19Andwhen theevilman, turningaway fromhis evil-doing, does
what is ordered and right, hewill get life by it. 20And still you say, Theway of the Lord is
not equal. O children of Israel, I will be your judge, giving to everyone the reward of his
ways. 21Now in the twelfth year after we had been taken away prisoners, in the tenth
month, on the fifth day of the month, one who had got away in flight from Jerusalem
came to me, saying, The town has been taken. 22Now the hand of the Lord had been
on me in the evening, before the man who had got away came to me; and he made my
mouth open, ready for his coming to me in the morning; and my mouth was open and
I was no longer without voice. 23And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 24 Son
of man, those who are living in these waste places in the land of Israel say, Abraham
was but one, and he had land for his heritage: but we are a great number; the land is
given to us for our heritage. 25For this cause say to them, This is what the Lord has said:
You take your meat with the blood, your eyes are lifted up to your images, and you are
takers of life: are you to have the land for your heritage? 26 You put your faith in your
swords, you do disgusting things, everyone takes his neighbour's wife: are you to have
the land for your heritage? 27 This is what you are to say to them: The Lord has said,
By my life, truly, those who are in the waste places will be put to the sword, and him
who is in the open field I will give to the beasts for their food, and those who are in the
strong places and in holes in the rocks will come to their death by disease. 28And I will
make the land awaste and a cause ofwonder, and the pride of her strengthwill come to
an end; and the mountains of Israel will be made waste so that no one will go through.
29Then they will be certain that I am the Lord, when I have made the land a waste and
a cause of wonder, because of all the disgusting things which they have done, 30And as
for you, son of man, the children of your people are talking together about you by the
walls and in the doorways of the houses, saying to one another, Come now, give ear to
the word which comes from the Lord. 31And they come to you as my people come, and
are seated before you as my people, hearing your words but doing them not: for deceit
is in their mouth and their heart goes after profit for themselves. 32And truly you are
to them like a love song by onewho has a very pleasing voice and is an expert player on
an instrument: for they give ear to yourwords but do themnot. 33Andwhen this comes
about (see, it is coming), then it will be clear to them that a prophet has been among
them.

34
1And the word of the Lord came tome, saying, 2Son of man, be a prophet against the

keepers of the flock of Israel, and say to them, O keepers of the sheep! this is theword of
theLord: Acurse ison thekeepersof theflockof Israelwho take the food for themselves!
is it not right for the keepers to give the food to the sheep? 3 You take the milk and are
clothed with the wool, you put the fat beasts to death, but you give the sheep no food.



Ezekiel 34:4 751 Ezekiel 34:28

4You have notmade the diseased ones strong ormadewell that whichwas ill; you have
not put bands on the broken or got back thatwhich had been sent away ormade search
for the wandering ones; and the strong you have been ruling cruelly. 5And they were
wandering in every direction because there was no keeper: and they became food for
all the beasts of thefield. 6Andmy sheepwent out of theway,wandering throughall the
mountains and on every high hill: my sheepwent here and there over all the face of the
earth; and no one was troubled about them or went in search of them. 7For this cause,
O keepers of the flock, give ear to theword of the Lord: 8Bymy life, says the Lord, truly,
becausemysheephavebeen takenaway, andmysheepbecame food for all thebeasts of
the field, because therewas no keeper, andmykeepers did not go in search of the sheep,
but the keepers took food for themselves and gave my sheep no food; 9For this reason,
O you keepers of the flock, give ear to the word of the Lord; 10This is what the Lord has
said: See I am against the keepers of the flock, and Iwill make search and seewhat they
have done with my sheep, and will let them be keepers of my sheep no longer; and the
keepers will no longer get food for themselves; I will takemy sheep out of their mouths
so that they may not be food for them. 11 For this is what the Lord has said: Truly, I,
even I, will go searching and looking formy sheep. 12As the keeper goes looking for his
flockwhen he is among his wandering sheep, so I will go looking formy sheep, andwill
get them safely out of all the places where they have been sent wandering in the day
of clouds and black night. 13And I will take them out from among the peoples, and get
themtogether fromthecountries, andwill take theminto their land; and Iwill give them
food on the mountains of Israel by the water-streams and wherever men are living in
the country. 14 Iwill give themgoodgrass-land for their food, and their safe placewill be
themountains of the high place of Israel: there they will take their rest in a good place,
and on fat grass-land they will take their food on the mountains of Israel. 15 I myself
will give food to my flock, and I will give them rest, says the Lord. 16 I will go in search
of that which had gonewandering from theway, andwill get back that which had been
sent in flight, and will put bands on that which was broken, and give strength to that
whichwas ill: but the fat and the strong Iwill give up to destruction; I will give them for
their food the punishment which is theirs by right. 17And as for you, O my flock, says
the Lord, truly, I will be judge between sheep and sheep, the he-sheep and the he-goats.
18Does it seem a small thing to you to have taken your food on good grass-land while
the rest of your grass-land is stamped down under your feet? and that after drinking
from clearwaters youmake the rest of thewaters dirtywith your feet? 19And as formy
sheep, their food is the grass which has been stamped on by your feet, and their drink
thewaterwhichhas beenmadedirty by your feet. 20For this reason the Lordhas said to
them, Truly, I, even I, will be judge between the fat sheep and the thin sheep. 21Because
you have been pushingwith side and leg, pushing the diseasedwith your horns till they
were sent away in every direction; 22 I will make my flock safe, and they will no longer
be taken away, and Iwill be judge between sheep and sheep. 23And Iwill put over them
one keeper, and he will give them food, even my servant David; he will give them food
andbe their keeper. 24And I theLordwill be theirGodandmy servantDavid their ruler;
I the Lord have said it. 25And Iwillmakewith theman agreement of peace, andwill put
an end to evil beasts through all the land: and they will be living safely in the waste
land, sleeping in the woods. 26And I will give the rain at the right time, and I will make
the shower come down at the right time; there will be showers of blessing. 27And the
tree of the field will give its fruit and the earth will give its increase, and they will be
safe in their land; and they will be certain that I am the Lord, when I have had their
yoke broken and have given them salvation from the hands of those who made them
servants. 28 And their goods will no longer be taken by the nations, and they will not
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again be food for the beasts of the earth; but theywill be living safely and no onewill be
a cause of fear to them. 29And I will give them planting-places of peace, and they will
no longer be wasted from need of food or put to shame by the nations. 30And they will
be certain that I the Lord their God amwith them, and that they, the children of Israel,
aremypeople, says the Lord. 31And you aremy sheep, the sheep ofmy grass-lands, and
I am your God, says the Lord.

35
1Then thewordof theLord came tome, saying, 2Sonofman, let your facebe turned to

Mount Seir, andbeaprophet against it, 3Andsay to it, This iswhat theLordhas said: See,
I amagainst you, OMount Seir, andmyhandwill be stretched out against you, and Iwill
make you awaste and a cause for wonder. 4 I will make your towns unpeopled and you
will be a waste; and you will be certain that I am the Lord. 5Because yours has been a
hatewithout end, andyouhave givenup the childrenof Israel to thepower of the sword
in the time of their trouble, in the time of the punishment of the end: 6For this cause, by
my life, says the Lord, because you have been sinning through blood, blood will come
after you. 7And IwillmakeMount Seir a cause forwonder and awaste, cutting off from
it all comings and goings. 8 I will make hismountains full of thosewho have been put to
death; in your valleys and in all yourwater-streamsmenwill be falling by the sword. 9 I
willmake youwaste for ever, andyour townswill beunpeopled: andyouwill be certain
that I am the Lord. 10Because you have said, The two nations and the two countries are
to be mine, and we will take them for our heritage; though the Lord was there: 11 For
this cause, bymy life, says the Lord, I will do to you as you have done in yourwrath and
in your envy, which you havemade clear in your hate for them; and Iwillmake clear to
you who I amwhen you are judged by me. 12And you will see that I the Lord have had
knowledge of all the bitter things which you have said against the mountains of Israel,
saying, They have beenmadewaste, they are given to us to take for our heritage. 13And
you have made yourselves great against me with your mouths, increasing your words
against me; and it has come to my ears. 14 This is what the Lord has said: Because you
were glad over my land when it was a waste, so will I do to you: 15 You will become a
waste, O Mount Seir, and all Edom, even all of it: and you will be certain that I am the
Lord.

36
1 And you, son of man, be a prophet about the mountains of Israel, and say, You

mountains of Israel, give ear to the word of the Lord: 2 This is what the Lord has
said: Because your hater has said against you, Aha! and, The old waste places are our
heritage, we have taken them: 3 For this cause be a prophet, and say, This is what the
Lord has said: Because, even because they have been glad over you and put you to
shameonevery side, becauseyouhavebecomeaheritage for the rest of thenations, and
you are takenup on the lips of talkers and in the evil talk of the people: 4For this reason,
youmountainsof Israel, give ear to thewordof theLord; this iswhat theLordhas said to
themountains and to thehills, to the streamsand to thevalleys, to theunpeopledwastes
and to the towns where no one is living, from which the goods have been taken and
which have been put to shame by the rest of the nationswho are round about: 5For this
cause the Lord has said: Truly, in the heat of my bitter feeling I have said things against
the rest of the nations and against all Edom, who have taken my land as a heritage for
themselveswith the joy of all their heart, andwithbitter envyof soul havemadeattacks
on it: 6For this cause be a prophet about the land of Israel, and say to themountains and
to the hills, to the streams and to the valleys, This is what the Lord has said: Truly, inmy
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bitter feeling and inmywrath I have said these things, because youhaveundergone the
shame of the nations: 7 For this cause the Lord has said, See, I have taken an oath that
the nations which are round about you are themselves to undergo the shame which
they have put on you. 8But you, O mountains of Israel, will put out your branches and
give your fruit to my people Israel; for they are ready to come. 9For truly I am for you,
and I will be turned to you, and youwill be ploughed and planted: 10And I will let your
numbers be increased, all the children of Israel, even all of them: and the townswill be
peopled and thewaste places will have buildings; 11Man and beast will be increased in
you, and they will have offspring and be fertile: I will make you thickly peopled as you
were before, andwill domore for you than at the first: and youwill be certain that I am
the Lord. 12 Yes, I will have you walked on by the feet of men, even my people Israel;
they will have you for a heritage and you will be theirs, and never again will you take
their children from them. 13 This is what the Lord has said: Because they say to you,
You, O land, are the destruction of men, causing loss of children to your nation; 14 For
this reason you will no longer take the lives of men and will never again be the cause
of loss of children to your nation, says the Lord. 15And I will not let the shaming of the
nations come to your ears, and no longer will you be looked down on by the peoples,
says the Lord. 16Then theword of the Lord came tome, saying, 17Son ofman, when the
children of Israel were living in their land, theymade it unclean by their way and their
acts: theirway beforemewas aswhen awoman is unclean at the timewhen she is kept
separate. 18 So I let loose my wrath on them because of those whom they had violently
put to death in the land, andbecause theyhadmade it uncleanwith their images: 19And
I sent theminflightamong thenationsandwandering through thecountries: Iwas their
judge, rewarding them for their way and their acts. 20And when they came among the
nations, wherever they went, they made my holy name unclean, when it was said of
them, These are the people of the Lord who have gone out from his land. 21 But I had
pity for my holy name which the children of Israel had made unclean wherever they
went. 22For this cause say to the children of Israel, This is what the Lord has said: I am
doing this, not because of you, O children of Israel, but because ofmy holy name, which
you havemade unclean among the nationswherever youwent. 23And Iwill make holy
mygreat namewhichhasbeenmadeuncleanamong thenations,whichyouhavemade
uncleanamong them; and itwill be clear to thenations that I am theLord, says theLord,
when Imakemyself holy in you before their eyes. 24For I will take you out from among
the nations, and get you together from all the countries, and take you into your land.
25 And I will put clean water on you so that you may be clean: from all your unclean
ways and from all your images I will make you clean. 26And I will give you a new heart
and put a new spirit in you: I will take away the heart of stone from your flesh, and
give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my spirit in you, causing you to be guided
by my rules, and you will keep my orders and do them. 28 So that you may go on living
in the land which I gave to your fathers; and you will be to me a people, and I will be
to you a God. 29And I will make you free from all your unclean ways: and at my voice
the grain will come up and be increased, and I will not let you be short of food. 30And I
willmake the tree givemore fruit and thefield fuller produce, andno longerwill you be
shamedamong thenations for need of food. 31Andat thememory of your evilways and
your wrongdoings, youwill have bitter hate for yourselves because of your evil-doings
and your disgusting ways, O children of Israel. 32Not because of you am I doing it, says
the Lord; let it be clear to you, and be shamed and made low because of your ways, O
children of Israel. 33 This is what the Lord has said: In the day when I make you clean
from all your evil-doings I will let the towns be peopled and there will be building on
the waste places. 34And the land which was waste will be farmed, in place of being a
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waste in the eyes of everyone who went by. 35And they will say, This land which was
waste has become like the garden of Eden; and the towns which were unpeopled and
wasted and pulled down are walled and peopled. 36Then the rest of the nations round
about youwill be certain that I the Lord am the builder of the placeswhichwere pulled
down and the planter of that which was waste: I the Lord have said it, and I will do it.
37This iswhat the Lord has said: The children of Israelwill againmake prayer tome for
this, that I may do it for them; I will make them increased with men like a flock. 38Like
sheep for the offerings, like the sheep of Jerusalem at her fixed feasts, so the unpeopled
towns will be made full of men: and they will be certain that I am the Lord.

37
1 The hand of the Lord had been on me, and he took me out in the spirit of the Lord

and put me down in the middle of the valley; and it was full of bones; 2 And he made
me go past them round about: and I saw that therewas a very great number of themon
the face of the wide valley, and they were very dry. 3And he said to me, Son of man, is
it possible for these bones to come to life? And I made answer, and said, It is for you to
say, O Lord. 4And again he said to me, Be a prophet to these bones, and say to them, O
you dry bones, give ear to theword of the Lord. 5This is what the Lord has said to these
bones: See, I will make breath come into you so that you may come to life; 6And I will
putmuscles on you andmake flesh come on you, and put skin over you, and breath into
you, so that you may have life; and you will be certain that I am the Lord. 7 So I gave
the word as I was ordered: and at my words there was a shaking of the earth, and the
bones came together, bone tobone. 8And looking I saw that thereweremuscles on them
and flesh came up, and they were covered with skin: but there was no breath in them.
9And he said to me, Be a prophet to the wind, be a prophet, son of man, and say to the
wind, The Lord has said: Come from the four winds, O wind, breathing on these dead
so that theymay come to life. 10And I gave theword at his orders, and breath came into
them, and they came to life and got up on their feet, a very great army. 11Thenhe said to
me, Son of man, these bones are all the children of Israel: and see, they are saying, Our
bones have become dry our hope is gone, we are cut off completely. 12 For this cause
be a prophet to them, and say, This is what the Lord has said: See, I am opening the
resting-places of your dead, and I will make you come up out of your resting-places, O
my people; and I will take you into the land of Israel. 13And you will be certain that I
am the Lord by my opening the resting-places of your dead and making you come up
out of your resting-places, O my people. 14And I will put my spirit in you, so that you
may come to life, and I will give you a rest in your land: and you will be certain that I
the Lord have said it and have done it, says the Lord. 15And the word of the Lord came
to me, saying, 16 And you, son of man, take one stick, writing on it, For Judah and for
the children of Israel who are in his company: then take another stick, writing on it,
For Joseph, the stick of Ephraim, and all the children of Israel who are in his company:
17 Then, joining them one to another, make them one stick, so that they may be one in
your hand. 18Andwhen the children of your people say to you,Will you notmake clear
to uswhat these things have to dowithus? 19Then say to them, This iswhat theLordhas
said: See, I am taking the stick of Joseph, which is in the hand of Ephraim, and the tribes
of Israel who are in his company; and I will put it on the stick of Judah and make them
one stick, and they will be one in my hand. 20And the sticks with your writing on them
will be in your hand before their eyes. 21And say to them, These are the words of the
Lord: See, I am taking the children of Israel from among the nations where they have
gone, and will get them together on every side, and take them into their land: 22 And
I will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel; and one king will
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be king over them all: and they will no longer be two nations, and will no longer be
parted into two kingdoms: 23 And they will no longer make themselves unclean with
their images or with their hated things or with any of their sins: but I will give them
salvation from all their turning away inwhich they have done evil, andwillmake them
clean; and they will be to me a people, and I will be to them a God. 24And my servant
Davidwill be king over them; and theywill all have one keeper: and theywill be guided
bymy orders and will keepmy rules and do them. 25And they will be living in the land
which I gave to Jacob,my servant, inwhich your fatherswere living; and theywill go on
living there, they and their children and their children's children, for ever: and David,
my servant, will be their ruler for ever. 26And I will make an agreement of peace with
them: it will be an eternal agreement with them: and I will have mercy on them and
make their numbers great, and will put my holy place among them for ever. 27Andmy
House will be over them; and I will be to them a God, and they will be to me a people.
28 And the nations will be certain that I who make Israel holy am the Lord, when my
holy place is among them for ever.

38
1And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 Son of man, let your face be turned

against Gog, of the land of Magog, the ruler of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal, and be a
prophet against him, 3 And say, This is what the Lord has said: See, I am against you,
O Gog, ruler of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal: 4And turning you round, I will put hooks in
your mouth and make you come out with all your army, horses and horsemen, all of
them in full war-dress, a great forcewith breastplate and body-cover, all of themarmed
with swords: 5Persia, Cush, and Put with them; all of themwith body-cover and metal
head-dress: 6Gomer and all her forces; the people of Togarmah in the inmost parts of
the north, with all his forces: a great number of peoples with you. 7 Be ready, make
yourself ready, you and all the forces who are with you, and be ready for my orders.
8After a long time youwill get your orders: in the last years youwill come into the land
which has been given back from the sword, which has been got together out of a great
number of peoples, on the mountains of Israel which have ever been a waste: but it
has been taken out from the peoples and they will be living, all of them, without fear of
danger. 9Andyouwill goup, youwill come like a storm, youwill be like a cloud covering
the land, youandall your forces, andagreat numberof peopleswith you. 10This iswhat
the Lord has said: In that day it will come about that things will come into your mind,
and youwill have thoughts of an evil design: 11And youwill say, I will go up to the land
of small unwalled towns; Iwill go to thosewhoarequiet, living, all of them,without fear
of danger, without walls or locks or doors: 12To take their property by force and go off
with their goods; turning your hand against the waste places which now are peopled,
and against the people who have been got together out of the nations, who have got
cattle and goods for themselves, who are living in themiddle of the earth. 13Sheba, and
Dedan and her traders, Tarshish with all her traders, will say to you, Have you come to
take our goods? have you got your armies together to take away our property by force?
to take away silver and gold, cattle and goods, to go off with great wealth? 14 For this
cause, son ofman, be a prophet and say to Gog, These are thewords of the Lord: In that
day, when my people Israel are living without fear of danger, will you not be moved
against them? 15And you will come from your place in the inmost parts of the north,
you and a great number of peopleswith you, all of themonhorseback, a great force and
a strong army: 16And you will come up against my people Israel, like a cloud covering
the land; and it will come about, in the last days, that I will make you come against my
land, so that the nations may have knowledge of me when I make myself holy in you,
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O Gog, before their eyes. 17 This is what the Lord has said: You are he of whom I gave
them word in earlier times by my servants, the prophets of Israel, who in those days
went on saying, year after year, that I would make you come up against them. 18And
it will come about in that day, when Gog comes up against the land of Israel, says the
Lord, that my wrath will come up, and my passion and my bitter feeling. 19 For in the
fire ofmywrath I have said, Truly, in that day therewill be a great shaking in the land of
Israel; 20So that the fish of the sea and the birds of heaven and the beasts of the field and
everythingmoving on the earth, andall themenwhoare on the face of the earth,will be
shaking beforeme, and themountainswill be overturned and thehighplaceswill come
down, and every wall will come falling down to the earth. 21And I will send to all my
mountains for a sword against him, says the Lord: every man's sword will be against
his brother. 22 And I will take up my cause against him with disease and with blood;
and I will send down on him and on his forces and on the peoples who arewith him, an
overflowing shower and great ice-drops, fire, and burning. 23And Iwill makemy name
great and make myself holy, and I will make myself clear to a number of nations; and
they will be certain that I am the Lord.

39
1And you, son of man, be a prophet against Gog, and say, These are the words of the

Lord: See, I am against you, O Gog, ruler of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal: 2 And turning
you round, I will be your guide, and make you come up from the inmost parts of the
north; I will make you come on to themountains of Israel: 3Andwith a blow Iwill send
your bow out of your left hand and your arrows falling from your right hand. 4On the
mountains of Israel you will come down, you and all your forces and the peoples who
are with you: I will give you to cruel birds of every sort and to the beasts of the field to
be their food. 5 You will come down in the open field: for I have said it, says the Lord.
6And I will send a fire on Magog, and on those who are living in the sea-lands without
fear: and they will be certain that I am the Lord. 7And I will make clear my holy name
among my people Israel; I will no longer let my holy name be made unclean: and the
nationswill be certain that I am theLord, theHolyOne in Israel. 8See, it is coming and it
will be done, says the Lord; this is the day of which I have given word. 9And those who
are living in the towns of Israel will go out and make fires of the instruments of war,
burning the body-covers and the breastplates, the bows and the arrows and the sticks
and the spears, and for sevenyears theywillmakefires of them: 10And theywill takeno
wood out of the field or have any cut down in thewoods; for theywillmake their fires of
the instruments ofwar: and theywill take by force the property of thosewho took their
property, and go offwith the goods of those who took their goods, says the Lord. 11And
itwill come about in those days, that Iwill give to Gog a last resting-place there in Israel,
in the valley of Abarimon the east of the sea: and thosewho go throughwill be stopped:
and there Gog and all his people will be put to rest, and the place will be named, The
valley of Hamon-gog. 12And the children of Israel will be sevenmonths putting them in
the earth, so as to make the land clean. 13And all the people of the land will put them
in the earth; and it will be to their honour in the day when I let my glory be seen, says
the Lord. 14And they will put on one side men to do no other work but to go through
the land and put in the earth the rest of those who are still on the face of the land, to
make it clean: after seven months are ended they are to make a search. 15And while
they go through the land, if anyone sees aman's bone, he is to put up a sign by the place
till those who are doing the work have put it in the earth in the valley of Hamon-gog.
16And there they will put all the army of Gog in the earth. So they will make the land
clean. 17And you, son of man, this is what the Lord has said: Say to the birds of every
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sort and to all the beasts of thefield, Get together and come; come together on every side
to the offeringwhich I amputting to death for you, a great offering on themountains of
Israel, so that youmay have flesh for your food and blood for your drink. 18The flesh of
the men of war will be your food, and your drink the blood of the princes of the earth,
of sheep and lambs, of he-goats, of oxen, all of them fat beasts of Bashan. 19 You will
go on feasting on the fat till you are full, and drinking the blood till you are overcome
with it, of my offering which I have put to death for you. 20At my table you will have
food in full measure, horses and war-carriages, great men and all the men of war, says
the Lord. 21And I will put my glory among the nations, and all the nations will see my
punishments which I have put into effect, andmy handwhich I have put on them. 22So
the children of Israel will be certain that I am the Lord their God, from that day and for
the future. 23 And it will be clear to the nations that the children of Israel were taken
away prisoners for their evil-doing; because they did wrong against me, and my face
was covered from them: so I gave them up into the hands of their attackers, and they
all came to their end by the sword. 24 In the measure of their unclean ways and their
sins, so I did to them; and I kept my face covered from them. 25 For this cause the Lord
has said, Now I will let the fate of Jacob be changed, and I will have mercy on all the
children of Israel, andwill take care of the honour ofmy holy name. 26And theywill be
conscious of their shame and of all the wrong which they have done against me, when
they are living in their land with no sense of danger and with no one to be a cause of
fear to them; 27When I have taken them back from among the peoples and got them
together out of the lands of their haters, and havemademyself holy in them before the
eyes of a great number of nations. 28And they will be certain that I am the Lord their
God, because I sent them away as prisoners among the nations, and have taken them
together back to their land; and I have not let one of them be there any longer. 29And
my facewill no longer be covered from them: for I have sent the out-flowingofmy spirit
on the children of Israel, says the Lord.

40
1 In the twenty-fifth year after we had been taken away prisoners, in the first month

of the year, on the tenth day of the month, in the fourteenth year after the town was
taken, on the very same day, the hand of the Lordwas onme, and he tookme there. 2 In
the visions of God he took me into the land of Israel, and put me down on a very high
mountain, on which there was, as it seemed, a building like a town opposite me. 3He
took me there, and I saw a man, looking like brass, with a linen cord in his hand and a
measuring rod: and he was stationed in the doorway. 4And the man said to me, Son of
man, see with your eyes and give hearing with your ears, and take to heart everything
I am going to let you see; for in order that Imight let you see them, you have come here:
and give an account of all you see to the children of Israel. 5 And there was a wall on
the outside of the house all round, and in the man's hand there was a measuring rod
six cubits long by a cubit and a hand's measure: so he took the measure of the building
from side to side, one rod; and frombase to top, one rod. 6Thenhe came to the doorway
looking to the east, and went up by its steps; and he took the measure of the doorstep,
one rodwide. 7And thewatchmen's roomswere one rod long andone rodwide; and the
space between the rooms was five cubits; the doorstep of the doorway, by the covered
way of the doorway inside, was one rod. 8And he took themeasure of the covered way
of the doorway inside, 9 Eight cubits; and its uprights, two cubits; the covered way of
the doorway was inside. 10 And the rooms of the doorway on the east were three on
this side and three on that; all three were of the same size; and the uprights on this side
and on that were of the same size. 11 And he took the measure of the opening of the
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doorway, ten cubits wide; and the way down the doorway was thirteen cubits; 12And
the space in front of the rooms, a cubit on this side and a cubit on that side; and the
rooms six cubits on this side and six cubits on that. 13And he took the measure of the
doorway from the back of one room to the back of the other, twenty-five cubits across,
from door to door. 14And he took the measure of the covered way, twenty cubits; and
opening from the coveredwayof the doorwaywas the open square roundabout. 15And
frombefore theopeningof thedoorway tobefore the inner coveredwayof thedoorway
was fifty cubits. 16 And the rooms and their uprights had sloping windows inside the
doorway all round, and in the sameway the coveredway hadwindows all round on the
inside: and on every upright there were palm-trees. 17 Then he took me into the outer
square, and there were rooms and a stone floor made for the open square all round:
there were thirty rooms on the stone floor. 18And the stone floor was by the side of the
doorways, andwas as wide as the doorways were long, even the lower floor. 19Then he
took themeasure of the square across, from before the lower doorway inside to before
the inner doorway outside, one hundred cubits. And he took me in the direction of the
north, 20And therewas a doorway to the outer square, looking to the north; and he took
the measure of it to see how wide and how long it was. 21 And it had three rooms on
this side of it and three on that; its uprights and its covered ways were the same size as
those of the first doorway: it was fifty cubits long and twenty-five cubits wide. 22And
its windows, and the windows of its covered ways, and its palm-trees, were the same
as those of the doorway looking to the east; and there were seven steps up to it; and
the covered way went inside. 23And there was a doorway to the inner square opposite
the doorway on the north, like the doorway on the east; and he took the measure from
doorway to doorway, a hundred cubits. 24 And he took me to the south, and I saw a
doorway looking to the south: and he took the measure of its rooms and its uprights
and its covered ways by these measures. 25 And there were windows in it and in the
covered way all round, like the other windows: it was fifty cubits long and twenty-five
cubitswide. 26And therewere seven steps up to it, and its coveredwaywent inside: and
it had palm-trees, one on this side and one on that, on its uprights. 27And there was a
doorway to the inner square looking to the south: he took the measure from doorway
to doorway to the south, a hundred cubits. 28 Then he took me to the inner square by
the south doorway: and he took the measure of the south doorway by these measures;
29And the rooms in it and the uprights and the coveredways, by thesemeasures: 30And
there were windows in it and in the covered way all round: it was fifty cubits long and
twenty-five cubits wide. 31 The covered way was on the side nearest the outer square;
and there were palm-trees on the uprights: and there were eight steps going up to it.
32And he tookme into the inner square facing the east: and he took themeasure of the
doorway by these measures; 33And of the rooms in it and its uprights and its covered
ways, by these measures: and there were windows in it and in the covered way round
about: it was fifty cubits long and twenty-five cubits wide. 34And the covered way was
on the side nearest the outer square; therewere palm-trees on the uprights, on this side
and on that: and there were eight steps going up to it. 35And he took me to the north
doorway: andhe took themeasure of it by thesemeasures; 36 Its rooms, its uprights, and
its coveredway had the samemeasures, and its coveredway hadwindows all round: it
wasfifty cubits long and twenty-five cubitswide. 37 Its uprightswere on the sidenearest
to the outer square; therewere palm-trees on the uprights, on this side and on that: and
therewere eight steps going up to it. 38And therewas a roomwith a door in the covered
way of the doorway, where the burned offeringwaswashed. 39And in the coveredway
of the doorway there were two tables on this side and two tables on that side, onwhich
the burned offering and the sin-offering and the offering for error were put to death:
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40On the outer side, to the north, as one goes up to the opening of the doorway, were
two tables. 41 There were four tables on one side and four tables on the other, by the
side of the doorway; eight tables, onwhich they put to death the beasts for the offerings.
42And there were four tables for the burned offering, made of cut stone, one and a half
cubits long, one and a half cubits wide and a cubit high, where the instruments were
placed which were used for putting to death the burned offering and the beasts for the
offerings. 43And they had edges all round as wide as a man's hand: and on the tables
was the flesh of the offerings. 44And he took me into the inner square, and there were
two rooms in the inner square, one at the side of the north doorway, facing south; and
one at the side of the south doorway, facing north. 45 And he said to me, This room,
facing south, is for the priests who have the care of the house. 46And the room facing
north is for the priests who have the care of the altar: these are the sons of Zadok, who,
from among the sons of Levi, come near to the Lord to do the work of his house. 47And
he took the measure of the open square, a hundred cubits long and a hundred cubits
wide, being square; and the altar was in front of the house. 48 Then he took me to the
covered way before the house, and took the measure of its uprights, five cubits on one
side and five cubits on the other: and the doorway was fourteen cubits wide; and the
side-walls of the doorway were three cubits on one side and three cubits on the other.
49The coveredwaywas twenty cubits long and twelve cubits wide, and theywent up to
it by ten steps; and there were pillars by the uprights, one on one side and one on the
other.

41
1And he tookme to the Temple, and took themeasure of the uprights, six cubits wide

onone sideandsix cubitswideon theother. 2And thedoor-openingwas tencubitswide;
and the sidewalls of thedoor-openingwerefive cubits onone side andfive cubits on the
other: and itwas forty cubits longand twenty cubitswide. 3Andhewent insideand took
the measure of the uprights of the door-opening, two cubits: and the door-opening, six
cubits; and the side-walls of the door-opening were seven cubits on one side and seven
cubits on the other. 4And by his measure it was twenty cubits long and twenty cubits
wide in front of the Temple: and he said to me, This is the most holy place. 5 Then he
took the measure of the wall of the house, which was six cubits; and of the side-rooms
round the house, which were four cubits wide. 6And the side-rooms, room over room,
were three times thirty; there were inlets in the wall of the house for the side-rooms
round about, for supports in the wall of the house. 7 The side-rooms became wider as
they went higher up the house, by the amount of the space let into the wall up round
about the house, because of the inlets in the house; and one went up from the lowest
floor by steps to the middle, and from the middle to the upper floor. 8 And I saw that
the house had a stone floor all round; the bases of the side-rooms were a full rod of six
great cubits high. 9 The wall supporting the side-rooms on the outside was five cubits
thick: and there was a free space of five cubits between the side-rooms of the house.
10And between the rooms was a space twenty cubits wide all round the house. 11And
the free space had doors opening from the side-rooms, one door on the north and one
door on the south: and the free spacewas five cubitswide all round. 12And the building
whichwas in front of the separate place at the side to thewest was seventy cubits wide;
thewall of the buildingwas five cubits thick all round and ninety cubits long. 13And he
took themeasure of the house; it was a hundred cubits long; and the separate place and
the building with its walls was a hundred cubits long; 14And the east front of the house
and of the separate place was a hundred cubits wide. 15And he took themeasure of the
building in front of the separate placewhichwas at the back of it, and the pillaredwalks
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on one side and on the other side; theywere a hundred cubits long; and the Temple and
the inner part and its outer covered way were covered in; 16And the sloping windows
and the coveredways round all three of themwere of shakiph-wood all round from the
level of the earth up to the windows; 17And there was a roof over the doorway and as
far as the inner house, and to the outside and on the wall all round, inside and outside.
18And it had pictured forms ofwinged beings and palm-trees; a palm-tree between two
winged ones, and every winged one had two faces; 19 So that there was the face of a
man turned to the palm-tree on one side, and the face of a young lion on the other side:
so it was made all round the house. 20 From earth level up to the windows there were
winged ones and palm-trees pictured on the wall. 21 ... 22 The altar was made of wood,
andwas three cubits high and two cubits long; it had angles, and its base and sideswere
ofwood; and he said tome, This is the tablewhich is before the Lord. 23The Temple had
two doors. 24And the holy place had two doors, and the doors had two turning leaves,
two for one and two for the other. 25And on themwere picturedwinged ones and palm-
trees, as on the walls; and a ... of wood was on the front of the covered way outside.
26And there were sloping windows and palm-trees on one side and on the other, on the
sides of the covered way: and the side-rooms of the house and the ...

42
1And he took me out into the inner square in the direction of the north: and he took

me into the rooms which were opposite the separate place and opposite the building
to the north. 2 On the north side it was a hundred cubits long and fifty cubits wide,
3Opposite the space of twenty cubits which was part of the inner square, and opposite
the stone floor of the outer square. There were covered ways facing one another on
the third floor. 4And in front of the rooms was a walk, ten cubits wide and a hundred
cubits long; and their doors were facing north. 5 And the higher rooms were shorter:
for the covered ways took up more space from these than from the lower and middle
rooms. 6 For they were on three floors, and they had no pillars like the pillars of the
outer square; so the highest was narrower than the lowest and middle floors from the
earth level. 7And the wall which went outside by the side of the rooms, in the direction
of the outer square in front of the rooms, was fifty cubits long. 8 For the rooms in the
outer squarewere fifty cubits long: and in front of the Templewas a space of a hundred
cubits. 9Andunder these roomswas theway in from the east side, as one goes into them
from the outer square at the head of the outerwall. 10 (Andhe tookme) to the south, and
in front of the separate place and in front of the building therewere rooms. 11And there
was a walk in front of them like that by the rooms on the north; they were equally long
and wide; and the ways out of them were the same in design and had the same sort of
doors. 12 And under the rooms on the south was a door at the head of the outer wall
in the direction of the east as one goes in. 13And he said to me, The north rooms and
the south rooms in front of the separate place are the holy rooms, where the priests
who come near the Lord take the most holy things for their food: there the most holy
things are placed, with themeal offering and the sin-offering and the offering for error;
for the place is holy. 14When the priests go in, they may not go out of the holy place
into the outer square, and there they are to put the robes in which they do the work of
the Lord's house, for they are holy: and they have to put on other clothing before they
come near that which has to do with the people. 15And when he had come to the end
of measuring the inner house, he took me out to the doorway looking to the east, and
took its measure all round. 16 He went round and took the measure of it on the east
side with the measuring rod, five hundred, measured with the rod all round. 17And he
went round and took the measure of it on the north side with the measuring rod, five
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hundred,measuredwith the rod all round. 18Andhewent round and took themeasure
of it on the south side with the measuring rod, five hundred, measured with the rod
all round. 19 And he went round and took the measure of it on the west side with the
measuring rod, five hundred, measured with the rod all round. 20He took its measure
on the four sides: and it had awall all round, five hundred long and five hundredwide,
separating what was holy fromwhat was common.

43
1 And he took me to the doorway looking to the east: 2 And there was the glory of

the God of Israel coming from the way of the east: and his voice was like the sound of
greatwaters, and the earthwas shiningwith his glory. 3And the visionwhich I sawwas
like the vision I had seen when he came for the destruction of the town: and like the
vision which I saw by the river Chebar; and I went down on my face. 4And the glory
of the Lord came into the house by the way of the doorway looking to the east. 5 And
the spirit, lifting me up, took me into the inner square; and I saw that the house was
full of the glory of the Lord. 6And the voice of one talking to me came to my ears from
inside the house; and the man was by my side. 7And he said to me, Son of man, this is
the place where the seat of my power is and the resting-place of my feet, where I will
be among the children of Israel for ever: and no longer will the people of Israel make
my holy name unclean, they or their kings, by their loose ways and by the dead bodies
of their kings; 8 By putting their doorstep by my doorstep, and the pillar of their door
by the pillar of my door, with only a wall between me and them; and they have made
my holy name unclean by the disgusting things which they have done: so in my wrath
I sent destruction on them. 9Now let them put their loose ways and the dead bodies of
their kings far fromme, and I will be among them for ever. 10You, son of man, give the
children of Israel an account of this house, so that theymay be shamed because of their
evil-doing: and let them see the vision of it and its image. 11And they will be shamed
by what they have done; so give them the knowledge of the form of the house and its
structure, and theways out of it and into it, and all its laws and its rules, writing it down
for them: so that theymay keep all its laws and do them. 12This is the law of the house:
On the top of the mountain all the space round it on every side will be most holy. See,
this is the lawof thehouse. 13And theseare themeasuresof thealtar in cubits: (the cubit
being a cubit andahand'smeasure;) its hollowbase is a cubit high anda cubitwide, and
it has an overhanging edge as wide as a hand-stretch all round it: 14And from the base
on the earth level to the lower shelf, the altar is two cubits high and a cubit wide; and
from the smaller shelf to the greater shelf it is four cubits high and a cubit wide. 15And
the fireplace is four cubits high: and coming up from the fireplace are the horns, a cubit
high. 16And thefireplace is twelve cubits long and twelve cubitswide, square on its four
sides. 17And the shelf is fourteen cubits long and fourteen cubitswide, on its four sides;
the edge round it is half a cubit; the base of it is a cubit all round, and its steps are facing
the east. 18And he said tome, Son ofman, the Lord God has said, These are the rules for
the altar, when they make it, for the offering of burned offerings on it and the draining
out of the blood. 19 You are to give to the priests, the Levites of the seed of Zadok, who
come near tome, says the Lord God, to domywork, a young ox for a sin-offering. 20You
are to take some of its blood and put it on the four horns and on the four angles of the
shelf and on the edge all round: and you are to make it clean and free from sin. 21And
you are to take the ox of the sin-offering, andhave it burned in the special place ordered
for it in the house, outside the holy place. 22And on the second day you are to have a he-
goat without any mark on it offered for a sin-offering; and they are to make the altar
clean as they did with the young ox. 23And after you havemade it clean, let a young ox
without amark be offered, and amale sheep from the flockwithout amark. 24And you
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are to take thembefore the Lord, and the priests will put salt on them, offering themup
for a burned offering to the Lord. 25Every day for seven days you are to give a goat for
a sin-offering: and let them give in addition a young ox and amale sheep from the flock
without any mark on them. 26 For seven days they are to make offerings to take away
sin from the altar and to make it clean; so they are to make it holy. 27And when these
days have come to an end, then on the eighth day and after, the priests will make your
burned offerings on the altar and your peace-offerings; and I will take pleasure in you,
says the Lord.

44
1And he tookme back to the outer doorway of the holy place, looking to the east; and

it was shut. 2And the Lord said to me, This doorway is to be shut, it is not to be open,
and no man is to go in by it, because the Lord, the God of Israel, has gone in by it; and
it is to be shut. 3 But the ruler will be seated there to take his food before the Lord; he
will go in by the covered way to the door, and will come out by the same way. 4And he
took me to the north doorway in front of the house; and, looking, I saw that the house
of the Lord was full of the glory of the Lord; and I went down on my face. 5 And the
Lord said to me, Son of man, take to heart, and let your eyes see and your ears be open
to everything I say to you about all the rules of the house of the Lord and all its laws;
and take note of the ways into the house and all the ways out of the holy place. 6And
say to the uncontrolled children of Israel, This iswhat the Lord has said: O you children
of Israel, let it be enough for you, among the disgusting things which you have done,
7To have let men from strange lands, without circumcision of heart or flesh, come into
my holy place, making my house unclean; and to have made the offering of my food,
even the fat and the blood; and in addition to all your disgusting ways, you have let my
agreement be broken. 8And you have not taken care of my holy things; but you have
put them as keepers to take care of my work in my holy place. 9For this cause the Lord
has said, No man from a strange land, without circumcision of heart and flesh, of all
those who are living among the children of Israel, is to come into my holy place. 10But
as for the Levites, whowent far fromme,when Israelwent out of the rightway, turning
away fromme to go after their images; their punishmentwill come on them. 11But they
may be caretakers in my holy place, and overseers at the doors of the house, doing the
work of the house: they will put to death the burned offering and the beasts offered for
the people, and theywill take their place before them as their servants. 12Because they
did this work for them before their images, and became a cause of sin to the children
of Israel; for this cause my hand has been lifted up against them, says the Lord, and
their punishment will be on them. 13And they will not come near me to do the work of
priests to me, or come near any of my holy things, or the things which are most holy:
but their shame will be on them, and the punishment for the disgusting things which
they have done. 14 But I will make them responsible for the care of the house and all
its work and everything which is done in it. 15But as for the priests, the sons of Zadok,
who took care ofmy holy placewhen the children of Israel were turned away fromme,
they are to come nearme to domywork, they will take their places beforeme, offering
to me the fat and the blood, says the Lord; 16 They are to come into my holy place and
they are to come near tomy table, to domywork and have the care ofmy house. 17And
when they come in by the doorways of the inner square, they are to be clothed in linen
robes; there is to be no wool on them while they are doing my work in the doorway of
the inner square and inside the house. 18 They are to have linen head-dresses on their
heads and linen trousers on their legs, and theyare tohavenothing round themtomake
their skin wet with heat. 19And when they go out into the outer square to the people,
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they are to take off the robes in which they do the work of priests, and put them away
in the holy rooms, and put on other clothing, so that the people may not be made holy
by their robes. 20 They are not to have all the hair cut off their heads, and they are not
to let their hair get long, but they are to have the ends of their hair cut. 21 The priests
are not to take wine when they go into the inner square. 22 And they are not to take
as wives any widow or woman whose husband has put her away: but they may take
virgins of the seed of Israel, or a widowwho is the widow of a priest. 23And they are to
make clear to my people the division between what is holy and what is common, and
to give them the knowledge of what is clean and what is unclean. 24 In any cause, they
are to be in the position of judges, judging in harmony with my decisions: they are to
keep my laws and my rules in all my fixed feasts; and they are to keep my Sabbaths
holy. 25 They are not to come near any dead person so as to become unclean: but for
a father or mother or son or daughter or brother or for a sister who has no husband,
they may make themselves unclean. 26And after he has been made clean, seven days
are to be numbered for him. 27And on the day when he goes into the inner square, to
do the work of the holy place, he is to make his sin-offering, says the Lord. 28And they
are to have no heritage; I am their heritage: you are to give them no property in Israel;
I am their property. 29Their food is to be the meal offering and the sin-offering and the
offering for error; and everything given specially to the Lord in Israel will be theirs.
30And the best of all the first-fruits of everything, and every offering which is lifted up
of all your offerings,will be for the priests: and youare to give the priest thefirst of your
bread-making, so causing a blessing to come on your house. 31The priestsmay not take
for food any bird or beast which has come to a natural death or whose death has been
caused by another animal.

45
1Andwhen you aremaking a distribution of the land, by the decision of the Lord, for

your heritage, you are to make an offering to the Lord of a part of the land as holy: it
is to be twenty-five thousand long and twenty thousand wide: all the land inside these
limits is to be holy. 2Of this, a square five hundred long and five hundred wide is to be
for the holy place, with a space of fifty cubits all round it. 3And of this measure, let a
space be measured, twenty-five thousand long and ten thousand wide: in it there will
be the holy place, even themost holy. 4This holy part of the land is to be for the priests,
the servants of the holy place, who come near to the Lord to do his work; it is to be a
place for their houses and for grass-land and for cattle. 5 A space of land twenty-five
thousand long and ten thousandwide is to be for the Levites, the servants of the house,
a property for themselves, for towns for their living-places. 6And as the property for
the town you are to have a part five thousand wide and twenty-five thousand long, by
the side of the offering of the holy part of the land: this is to be for all the children of
Israel. 7And for the ruler there is to be a part on one side and on the other side of the
holy offering and of the property of the town, in front of the holy offering and in front
of the property of the town on the west of it and on the east: measured in the same
line as one of the parts of the land, from its limit on the west to its limit on the east of
the land. 8And this will be his heritage in Israel: and my rulers will no longer be cruel
masters to my people; but they will give the land as a heritage to the children of Israel
by their tribes. 9 This is what the Lord has said: Let this be enough for you, O rulers of
Israel: let there be an end of violent behaviour and wasting; do what is right, judging
uprightly; let there be no more driving out of my people, says the Lord. 10Have true
scales and a true ephah and a true bath. 11The ephah and the bath are to be of the same
measure, so that the bath is equal to a tenth of a homer, and the ephah to a tenth of a
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homer: the unit of measure is to be a homer. 12And the shekel is to be twenty gerahs:
five shekels arefive, and ten shekels are ten, andyourmaneh is to befifty shekels 13This
is the offering you are to give: a sixth of an ephah out of a homer of wheat, and a sixth
of an ephah out of a homer of barley; 14And the fixedmeasure of oil is to be a tenth of a
bath from the cor, for ten baths make up the cor; 15And one lamb from the flock out of
every two hundred, from all the families of Israel, for a meal offering and for a burned
offering and for peace-offerings, to take away their sin, says the Lord. 16All the people
are to give this offering to the ruler. 17And the ruler will be responsible for the burned
offering and the meal offering and the drink offering, at the feasts and the newmoons
and the Sabbaths, at all the fixed feasts of the children of Israel: he will give the sin-
offering and meal offering and burned offering and the peace-offerings, to take away
the sin of the children of Israel. 18This is what the Lord has said: In the first month, on
the first day of the month, you are to take a young ox without any mark on him, and
you are to make the holy place clean. 19And the priest is to take some of the blood of
the sin-offering and put it on the uprights at the sides of the doors of the house, and on
the four angles of the shelf of the altar, and on the sides of the doorway of the inner
square. 20And this you are to do on the seventh day of the month for everyone who is
in error and for the feeble-minded: you are to make the house free from sin. 21 In the
first month, on the fourteenth day of the month, you are to have the Passover, a feast
of seven days; unleavened bread is to be your food. 22 And on that day the ruler is to
give for himself and for all the people of the land an ox for a sin-offering. 23And on the
seven days of the feast he is to give a burned offering to the Lord, seven oxen and seven
sheepwithout anymark on them, every day for seven days; and a he-goat every day for
a sin-offering. 24And he is to give a meal offering, an ephah for every ox and an ephah
for every sheep and a hin of oil to every ephah. 25 In the seventhmonth, on the fifteenth
day of themonth, at the feast, he is to give the same for seven days; the sin-offering, the
burned offering, the meal offering, and the oil as before.

46
1This is what the Lord has said: The doorway of the inner square looking to the east

is to be shut on the six working days; but on the Sabbath it is to be open, and at the time
of the new moon it is to be open. 2 And the ruler is to go in through the covered way
of the outer doorway outside, and take his place by the pillar of the doorway, and the
priests will make his burned offering and his peace-offerings and he will give worship
at the doorstep of the doorway; then hewill go out, and the door will not be shut till the
evening. 3And the people of the land are to give worship at the door of that doorway
before the Lord on the Sabbaths and at the new moons. 4 And the burned offering
offered to the Lord by the ruler on the Sabbath day is to be six lambs without a mark
on them and amale sheepwithout amark; 5And themeal offering is to be an ephah for
the sheep, and for the lambs whatever he is able to give, and a hin of oil to an ephah.
6And at the time of the new moon it is to be a young ox of the herd without a mark on
him, and six lambs and a male sheep, all without a mark: 7 And he is to give a meal
offering, an ephah for the ox and an ephah for the sheep, and for the lambs whatever
he is able to give, and a hin of oil to an ephah. 8Andwhen the ruler comes in, he is to go
in through the covered way of the doorway, and he is to go out by the same way. 9But
when thepeople of the land comebefore theLordat thefixed feasts, hewho comes inby
the north doorway to giveworship is to go out by the south doorway; andhewho comes
in by the south doorway is to go out by the north doorway: he is not to come back by the
doorway through which he went in, but is to go straight before him. 10 And the ruler,
when they come in, is to come among them, and is to go out when they go out. 11At the
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feasts and the fixed meetings the meal offerings are to be an ephah for an ox, and an
ephah for a male sheep, and for the lambs whatever he is able to give, and a hin of oil
to an ephah. 12Andwhen the ruler makes a free offering, a burned offering or a peace-
offering freely given to the Lord, the doorway looking to the east is to bemade open for
him, and he is to make his burned offering and his peace-offerings as he does on the
Sabbath day: and he will go out; and the door will be shut after he has gone out. 13And
youare to give a lambayearoldwithout anymarkon it for aburnedoffering to theLord
every day: morning by morning you are to give it. 14And you are to give, morning by
morning, a meal offering with it, a sixth of an ephah and a third of a hin of oil dropped
on the best meal; a meal offering offered to the Lord at all times by an eternal order.
15And they are to give the lamb and themeal offering and the oil, morning bymorning,
for a burned offering at all times. 16 This is what the Lord has said: If the ruler gives a
property to any of his sons, it is his heritage and will be the property of his sons; it is
theirs for their heritage. 17And if he gives a part of his heritage to one of his servants, it
will be his till the year of making free, and then it will go back to the ruler; for it is his
sons' heritage, and is to be theirs. 18And the ruler is not to take the heritage of any of
the people, driving them out of their property; he is to give a heritage to his sons out of
the property which is his: so that my people may not be sent away from their property.
19And he tookme through by the way in at the side of the doorway into the holy rooms
which are the priests', looking to the north: and I saw a place at the side of them to the
west. 20 And he said to me, This is the place where the offering for error and the sin-
offering are to be cooked in water by the priests, and where the meal offering is to be
cooked in the oven; so that theymay not be taken out into the outer square tomake the
people holy. 21And he took me out into the outer square and made me go by the four
angles of the square; and I saw that in every angle of the open square therewas a space
shut in. 22 In the four angles there were spaces walled in, forty cubits long and thirty
wide; the four were of the same size. 23 And there was a line of wall all round inside
them, round all four, and boiling-places were made under it all round about. 24And he
said to me, These are the boiling-rooms, where the offering of the people is cooked by
the servants of the house.

47
1Andhe tookmeback to thedoor of thehouse; and I saw thatwaterswereflowing out

fromunder the doorstep of the house on the east, for the housewas facing east: and the
waters came down fromunder, from the right side of the house, on the south side of the
altar. 2And he tookme out by the north doorway, andmademe go round to the outside
of the doorway looking to the east; and I saw waters running slowly out on the south
side. 3And the man went out to the east with the line in his hand, and after measuring
a thousand cubits, he mademe go through the waters, which came over my feet. 4And
again, measuring a thousand cubits, hemademe go through thewaterswhich came up
tomy knees. Again,measuring a thousand, hemademe go through thewaters up to the
middle of my body. 5Again, after his measuring a thousand, it became a river which it
was not possible to go through: for thewaters had become deep enough for swimming,
a river it was not possible to go through. 6And he said tome, Son ofman, have you seen
this? Thenhe tookme to the river's edge. 7Andhe tookmeback, and I sawat the edge of
the river a very great numberof trees on this side andon that. 8Andhe said tome, These
waters are flowing out to the east part of the land and down into the Arabah; and they
will go to the sea, and thewaterswill bemade sweet. 9And itwill come about that every
living andmoving thing, wherever their streams come, will have life; and there will be
verymuch fish because these waters have come there and have beenmade sweet: and
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everything wherever the river comes will have life. 10And fishermenwill take up their
places by it: from En-gedi as far as En-eglaim will be a place for the stretching out of
nets; the fish will be of every sort, like the fish of the Great Sea, a very great number.
11 The wet places and the pools will not be made sweet; they will be given up to salt.
12And by the edge of the river, on this side and on that, will come up every tree used for
food, whose leaves will ever be green and its fruit will not come to an end: it will have
new fruit every month, because its waters come out from the holy place: the fruit will
be for food and the leaf will make well those who are ill. 13 This is what the Lord has
said: These are the limits by which you will take up your heritage in the land among
the twelve tribes of Israel: Joseph is to have two parts. 14And you are to make an equal
division of it; as I gavemyoath to your fathers to give it to you: for this land is to be your
heritage. 15And this is tobe the limit of the land: on thenorth side, fromtheGreat Sea, in
the direction of Hethlon, as far as theway into Hamath; 16To Zedad, Berothah, Sibraim,
which is between the limit of Damascus and the limit of Hazar-hatticon, which is on the
limit of Hauran. 17And this is the limit from the sea in the direction of Hazar-enon; and
the limit of Damascus is to the north, and on the north is the limit of Hamath. This is the
north side. 18And the east side will be fromHazar-enon, which is between Hauran and
Damascus; and between Gilead and the land of Israel the Jordanwill be the limit, to the
east sea, to Tamar. This is the east side. 19And the south side to the south will be from
Tamar as far as the waters of Meribath-kadesh, to the stream of Egypt, to the Great Sea.
This is the south side, on the south. 20And the west side will be the Great Sea, from the
limit on the south to a point opposite the way into Hamath. This is the west side. 21You
will make a division of the land among you, tribe by tribe. 22 And you are to make a
distribution of it, by the decision of the Lord, for a heritage to you and to the men from
other landswho are living among you andwho have children in your land: theywill be
the same to you as if theywere Israelites by birth, theywill have their heritagewith you
among the tribes of Israel. 23 In whatever tribe the man from a strange land is living,
there you are to give him his heritage, says the Lord.

48
1 Now these are the names of the tribes: from the north end, from the west on the

way of Hethlon to the way into Hamath, in the direction of Hazar-enon, with the limit
of Damascus to the north, by Hamath; and on the limit from the east side to the west
side: Dan, one part. 2And on the limit of Dan, from the east side to the west side: Asher,
one part. 3And on the limit of Asher, from the east side to the west side: Naphtali, one
part. 4And on the limit of Naphtali, from the east side to the west side: Manasseh, one
part. 5And on the limit of Manasseh, from the east side to the west side: Ephraim, one
part. 6Andon the limit of Ephraim, from the east side to thewest side: Reuben, onepart.
7And on the limit of Reuben, from the east side to the west side: Judah, one part. 8And
on the limit of Judah, from the east side to the west side, will be the offering which you
are to make, twenty-five thousand wide, and as long as one of the parts, from the east
side to the west side: and the holy place will be in the middle of it. 9 The offering you
will give to the Lord is to be twenty-five thousand long and twenty-five thousand wide.
10And for these, that is the priests, the holy offering is to be twenty-five thousand long
to the north, ten thousand wide to the west, ten thousand wide to the east and twenty-
five thousand long to the south; and the holy place of the Lord will be in the middle of
it. 11For the priests who have been made holy, those of the sons of Zadok who kept the
orders I gave them,who did not go out of the rightwaywhen the children of Israelwent
from theway, as theLevites did, 12Even for themwill be theoffering from theofferingof
the land, a thingmostholy, on the limit of the landgiven to theLevites. 13And theLevites
are to have a part of the land equal to the limit of the priests', twenty-five thousand long
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and ten thousand wide, all of it together to be twenty-five thousand long and twenty
thousand wide. 14And they are not to let any of it go for a price, or give it in exchange;
and thepart of the land given to theLord is not to go into other hands: for it is holy to the
Lord. 15And the other five thousand,measured from side to side, in front of the twenty-
five thousand, is to be for common use, for the town, for living in and for a free space:
and the town will be in the middle of it. 16 And these will be its measures: the north
side, four thousand five hundred, and the south side, four thousand five hundred, and
on the east side, four thousand five hundred, and on the west side, four thousand five
hundred. 17And the town will have a free space on the north of two hundred and fifty,
on the south of two hundred and fifty, on the east of two hundred and fifty, and on the
west of two hundred and fifty. 18And the rest, in measure as long as the holy offering,
will be ten thousand to the east and ten thousand to the west: and its produce will be
for food for theworkers of the town. 19 Itwill be farmedbyworkers of the town fromall
the tribes of Israel. 20The size of the offering all together is to be twenty-five thousand
by twenty-five thousand: you are to make the holy offering a square, together with the
property of the town. 21And the rest is to be for the prince, on this side and on that side
of the holy offering and of the property of the town, in front of the twenty-five thousand
to the east, as far as the east limit, and to the west, in front of the twenty-five thousand,
as far as the west limit, and of the same measure as those parts; it will be the property
of the prince: and the holy offering and holy place of the house will be in the middle of
it. 22And the property of the Levites and the property of the townwill be in the middle
of the prince's property; between the limit of Judah's part and the limit of Benjamin's
part will be for the prince. 23And as for the rest of the tribes: from the east side to the
west side: Benjamin, one part. 24And on the limit of Benjamin, from the east side to the
west side: Simeon, one part. 25And on the limit of Simeon, from the east side to thewest
side: Issachar, one part. 26 And on the limit of Issachar, from the east side to the west
side: Zebulun, one part. 27And on the limit of Zebulun, from the east side to the west
side: Gad one part. 28And on the limit of Gad, on the south side and to the south of it, the
limit will be from Tamar to the waters of Meribath-kadesh, to the stream, to the Great
Sea. 29 This is the land of which distribution is to be made by the decision of the Lord,
among the tribes of Israel for their heritage, and these are their heritages, says the Lord.
30And these are the outskirts of the town: on thenorth side, four thousandfivehundred
bymeasure; 31And the doors of the town are to be named by the names of the tribes of
Israel; three doors on the north, one for Reuben, one for Judah, one for Levi; 32And at
the east side, four thousand five hundred bymeasure, and three doors, one for Joseph,
one for Benjamin, one for Dan; 33And at the south side, four thousand five hundred by
measure, and three doors, one for Simeon, one for Issachar, one for Zebulun; 34At the
west side, four thousand five hundred bymeasure, with their three doors, one for Gad,
one for Asher, one for Naphtali. 35 It is to be eighteen thousand all round: and the name
of the town from that day will be, The Lord is there.
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The Book of
Daniel

1 In the third year of the rule of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar, king of
Babylon, came to Jerusalem, shutting it in with his forces. 2And the Lord gave into his
hands Jehoiakim, king of Judah, with some of the vessels of the house of God; and he
took them away into the land of Shinar to the house of his god; and he put the vessels
into the store-houseofhis god. 3And thekinggaveorders toAshpenaz, the captainofhis
unsexed servants, to take in some of the children of Israel, certain of the king's family,
and those of high birth; 4 Young men who were strong and healthy, good-looking, and
trained in all wisdom, having a good education and much knowledge, and able to take
positions in the king's house; and to have them trained in the writing and language of
theChaldaeans. 5Andaregularamountof foodandwineeveryday fromtheking's table
was ordered for them by the king; and they were to be cared for for three years so that
at the end of that time they might take their places before the king. 6And among these
there were, of the children of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. 7 And
the captain of the unsexed servants gave them names; to Daniel he gave the name of
Belteshazzar, to Hananiah the name of Shadrach, toMishael the name ofMeshach, and
to Azariah the name of Abed-nego. 8AndDaniel had come to the decision that hewould
not make himself unclean with the king's food or wine; so he made a request to the
captain of the unsexed servants that hemight notmake himself unclean. 9AndGod put
into the heart of the captain of the unsexed servants kind feelings and pity for Daniel.
10 And the captain of the unsexed servants said to Daniel, I am in fear of my lord the
king, who has given orders about your food and your drink; what if he sees you looking
less happy than the other young men of your generation? then you would have put
my head in danger from the king. 11 Then Daniel said to the keeper in whose care the
captain of the unsexed servants had put Daniel, Hananiah,Mishael, andAzariah: 12Put
your servants to the test for ten days; let them give us grain for our food and water for
our drink. 13Then take a look at our faces and the faces of the youngmenwhohave food
from theking's table; and, having seen them, do to your servants as it seems right to you.
14So he gave ear to them in this thing and put them to the test for ten days. 15And at the
end of ten days their faces seemed fairer and theywere fatter in flesh than all the young
menwhohad their food from the king's table. 16So the keeper regularly took away their
meat and the winewhichwas to have been their drink, and gave them grain. 17Now as
for these four youngmen, God gave themknowledge andmade themexpert in all book-
learning and wisdom: and Daniel was wise in all visions and dreams. 18 Now at the
end of the time fixed by the king for them to go in, the captain of the unsexed servants
took them in to Nebuchadnezzar. 19And the king had talk with them; and among them
all there was no one like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah; so they were given
places before the king. 20And in any business needing wisdom and good sense, about
which the king put questions to them, he saw that they were ten times better than all
the wonder-workers and users of secret arts in all his kingdom. 21And Daniel went on
till the first year of King Cyrus.

2
1 In the second year of the rule of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams;

and his spirit was troubled and his sleep went from him. 2 Then the king gave orders
that the wonder-workers, and the users of secret arts, and those who made use of evil
powers, and the Chaldaeans, were to be sent for to make clear to the king his dreams.
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So they came and took their places before the king. 3And the king said to them, I have
had a dream, and my spirit is troubled by the desire to have the dream made clear to
me. 4Then the Chaldaeans said to the king in the Aramaean language, O King, have life
for ever: give your servants an account of your dream, and we will make clear to you
the sense of it. 5The kingmade answer and said to the Chaldaeans, This is my decision:
if you do not make clear to me the dream and the sense of it, you will be cut in bits and
your housesmadewaste. 6But if youmake clear the dream and the sense of it, youwill
have fromme offerings and rewards and great honour: somake clear tome the dream
and the sense of it. 7A second time they said in answer, Let the king give his servants
an account of his dream, andwewillmake clear the sense. 8The kingmade answer and
said, I am certain that you are attempting to get more time, because you see that my
decision is fixed; 9That if you do not make my dream clear to me there is only one fate
for you: for you havemade ready false and evilwords to say beforeme till the times are
changed: so give me an account of the dream, and I will be certain that you are able to
make the sense of it clear. 10 Then the Chaldaeans said to the king in answer, There is
not a man on earth able to make clear the king's business; for no king, however great
his power, has evermade such a request to anywonder-worker or user of secret arts or
Chaldaean. 11The king's request is a very hard one, and there is no other who is able to
make it clear to the king, but the gods, whose living-place is notwith flesh. 12Because of
this the king was angry and full of wrath, and gave orders for the destruction of all the
wisemenof Babylon. 13So the orderwent out that thewisemenwere to be put to death;
and they were looking for Daniel and his friends to put them to death. 14 Then Daniel
gave an answer with wisdom and good sense to Arioch, the captain of the king's armed
men, who had gone out to put to death the wise men of Babylon; 15He made answer
and said to Arioch, O captain of the king, why is the king's order so cruel? Then Arioch
gave Daniel an account of the business. 16 And Daniel went in and made a request to
the king to give him time and he would make clear the sense of his dream to the king.
17And Daniel went to his house and gave his friends Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah
the news: 18 So that they might make a request for the mercy of the God of heaven in
the question of this secret; so that Daniel and his friendsmight not come to destruction
with the rest of the wise men of Babylon. 19 Then the secret was made clear to Daniel
in a vision of the night. And Daniel gave blessing to the God of heaven. 20And Daniel
said in answer, May the name of God be praised for ever and ever: for wisdom and
strength are his: 21By him times and years are changed: by him kings are taken away
and kings are lifted up: he gives wisdom to the wise, and knowledge to those whose
minds are awake: 22He is the unveiler of deep and secret things: he has knowledge of
what is in the dark, and the light has its living-place with him. 23 I give you praise and
worship, O God of my fathers, who have givenmewisdom and strength, and have now
made clear tomewhatwewere requesting from you: for you have given us knowledge
of the king's business. 24 For this reason Daniel went to Arioch, to whom the king had
given orders for the destruction of thewisemen of Babylon, and said to him, Do not put
to death the wise men of Babylon: take me in before the king and I will make clear to
him the sense of the dream. 25Then Arioch quickly took Daniel in before the king, and
said to him, Here is a man from among the prisoners of Judah, who will make clear to
the king the sense of the dream. 26 The king made answer and said to Daniel, whose
name was Belteshazzar, Are you able to make clear to me the dream which I saw and
its sense? 27ThenDaniel said in answer to the king, Nowisemen, or users of secret arts,
or wonder-workers, or readers of signs, are able to make clear to the king the secret
he is searching for; 28 But there is a God in heaven, the unveiler of secrets, and he has
given to King Nebuchadnezzar knowledge of what will take place in the last days. Your
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dreams and the visions of your head on your bed are these: 29As for you, O King, the
thoughts which came to you on your bed were of what will come about after this: and
the unveiler of secrets hasmade clear to youwhat is to come. 30As forme, this secret is
not made clear to me because of any wisdom which I have more than any living man,
but in order that the sense of the dream may be made clear to the king, and that you
may have knowledge of the thoughts of your heart. 31 You, O King, were looking, and
a great image was there. This image, which was very great, and whose glory was very
bright, was placed before you: its form sent fear into the heart. 32As for this image, its
head was made of the best gold, its breast and its arms were of silver, its middle and its
sides were of brass, 33 Its legs of iron, its feet were in part of iron and in part of potter's
earth. 34While youwere looking at it, a stone was cut out, but not by hands, and it gave
the image a blow on its feet, which were of iron and earth, and they were broken in
bits. 35Then the iron and the earth, the brass and the silver and the gold, were smashed
together, and became like the dust on the floorswhere grain is crushed in summer; and
the wind took them away so that no sign of them was to be seen: and the stone which
gave the image a blow became a great mountain, covering all the earth. 36 This is the
dream; andwewillmake clear to the king the sense of it. 37You, OKing, king of kings, to
whom the God of heaven has given the kingdom, the power, and the strength, and the
glory, 38Wherever the children of men are living; into whose hands he has given the
beasts of thefieldand thebirdsofheaven, andhasmadeyourulerover themall, youare
theheadof gold. 39Andafter youanother kingdom, lower thanyou,will come topower;
and a third kingdom, of brass, ruling over all the earth. 40And the fourth kingdomwill
be strong as iron: because, as all things are broken and overcomeby iron, so itwill have
the power of crushing and smashing down all the earth. 41And as you saw the feet and
toes, part of potter's work and part of iron, there will be a division in the kingdom; but
therewill be some of the strength of iron in it, because you saw the ironmixedwith the
potter's earth. 42And as the toes of the feet were in part of iron and in part of earth, so
part of thekingdomwill be strongandpart of itwill readilybebroken. 43Andasyou saw
the iron mixed with earth, they will give their daughters to one another as wives: but
theywill not be united onewith another, even as iron is notmixedwith earth. 44And in
the days of those kings, the God of heavenwill put up a kingdomwhichwill never come
to destruction, and its power will never be given into the hands of another people, and
all these kingdomswill be broken and overcome by it, but it will keep its place for ever.
45Because you saw that a stonewas cut out of themountainwithout hands, and that by
it the iron and the brass and the earth and the silver and the gold were broken to bits, a
great Godhas given the king knowledge ofwhat is to take place in the future: the dream
is fixed, and its sense is certain. 46Then King Nebuchadnezzar, falling down on his face,
gave worship to Daniel, and gave orders for an offering and spices to be given to him;
47And the king made answer to Daniel and said, Truly, your God is a God of gods and
a Lord of kings, and an unveiler of secrets, for you have been able to make this secret
clear. 48Then the king made Daniel great, and gave him offerings in great number, and
made him ruler over all the land of Babylon, and chief over all thewisemen of Babylon.
49And at Daniel's request, the king gave Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego authority
over the business of the land of Babylon: but Daniel was kept near the king's person.

3
1 Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, sixty cubits high and six cubits

wide: he put it up in the valley of Dura, in the land of Babylon. 2And Nebuchadnezzar
the king sent to get together all the captains, the chiefs, the rulers, the wise men, the
keepers of public money, the judges, the overseers, and all the rulers of the divisions of
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the country, to come to see the unveiling of the image which Nebuchadnezzar the king
hadputup. 3Then thecaptains, thechiefs, the rulers, thewisemen, thekeepersofpublic
money, the judges, the overseers, and all the rulers of the divisions of the country, came
together to see the unveiling of the image which Nebuchadnezzar the king had put up;
and they took their places before the image which Nebuchadnezzar had put up. 4Then
one of the king's criers said in a loud voice, To you the order is given, O peoples, nations,
and languages, 5That when the sound of the horn, pipe, harp, trigon, psaltery, bagpipe,
and all sorts of instruments, comes to your ears, you are to go down on your faces in
worship before the image of gold which Nebuchadnezzar the king has put up: 6 And
anyone not falling down and worshipping will that same hour be put into a burning
and flaming fire. 7 So at that time, all the people, when the sound of the horn, pipe,
harp, trigon, psaltery, and all sorts of instruments, came to their ears, went down on
their faces in worship before the image of gold which Nebuchadnezzar the king had
put up. 8 At that time certain Chaldaeans came near and made a statement against
the Jews. 9 They made answer and said to Nebuchadnezzar the king, O King, have life
for ever. 10 You, O King, have given an order that every man, when the sound of the
horn, pipe, harp, trigon, psaltery, bagpipe, and all sorts of instruments, comes to his
ears, is to go down on his face in worship before the image of gold: 11And anyone not
falling down and worshipping is to be put into a burning and flaming fire. 12There are
certain Jews whom you have put over the business of the land of Babylon, Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abed-nego; these men have not given attention to you, O King: they are
not servants of your gods or worshippers of the gold image which you have put up.
13Then Nebuchadnezzar in his wrath and passion gave orders for Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abed-nego to be sent for. Then they made these men come in before the king.
14 Nebuchadnezzar made answer and said to them, Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abed-nego, that you will not be servants of my god or give worship to the image
of gold which I have put up? 15Now if you are ready, on hearing the sound of the horn,
pipe, harp, trigon, psaltery, bagpipe, and all sorts of instruments, to go down on your
faces in worship before the image which I have made, it is well: but if you will not give
worship, that same hour you will be put into a burning and flaming fire; and what god
is therewhowill be able to take you out ofmy hands? 16Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-
nego, answering Nebuchadnezzar the king, said, There is no need for us to give you an
answer to this question. 17 If our God, whose servants we are, is able to keep us safe
from the burning and flaming fire, and from your hands, O King, he will keep us safe.
18 But if not, be certain, O King, that we will not be the servants of your gods, or give
worship to the image of gold which you have put up. 19Then Nebuchadnezzar was full
of wrath, and the form of his face was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-
nego: and he gave orders that the fire was to be heated up seven times more than it
was generally heated. 20 And he gave orders to certain strong men in his army to put
cords on Shadrach,Meshach andAbed-nego andput them into the burning andflaming
fire. 21 Then these men had cords put round them as they were, in their coats, their
trousers, their hats, and their clothing, andwere dropped into the burning and flaming
fire. 22Andbecause theking's orderwasnot tobeput onone side, and theheat of thefire
was so great, themenwho took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego were burned to
death by the flame of the fire. 23And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-
nego, with the cords about them, went down into the burning and flaming fire. 24Then
King Nebuchadnezzar, full of fear andwonder, got up quickly, and said to his wisemen,
Did we not put three men in cords into the fire? and they made answer and said to the
king, True, O King. 25Hemade answer and said, Look! I see four men loose, walking in
themiddle of the fire, and they are not damaged; and the form of the fourth is like a son
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of the gods. 26 Then Nebuchadnezzar came near the door of the burning and flaming
fire: he made answer and said, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, you servants of
theMost High God, come out and come here. Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego
came out of the fire. 27And the captains, the chiefs, and the rulers, and the king's wise
men who had come together, saw these men, over whose bodies the fire had no power,
and not a hair of their heads was burned, and their coats were not changed, and there
was no smell of fire about them. 28Nebuchadnezzar made answer and said, Praise be
to the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, who has sent his angel and kept his
servants safewhohad faith inhim, andwhoput theking'swordonone side andgaveup
their bodies to the fire, so that they might not be servants or worshippers of any other
god but their God. 29And it is my decision that any people, nation, or language saying
evil against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, will be cut to bits and their
houses made waste: because there is no other god who is able to give salvation such as
this. 30 Then the king gave Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego even greater authority
in the land of Babylon.

4
1Nebuchadnezzar the king, to all the peoples, nations, and languages living in all the

earth: May your peace be increased. 2 It has seemed good tome tomake clear the signs
andwonderswhich theMostHighGodhas donewithme. 3Howgreat are his signs! and
how full of power are hiswonders! his kingdom is an eternal kingdomandhis rule goes
on from generation to generation. 4 I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at rest in my place, and all
things were going well for me in my great house: 5 I saw a dreamwhich was a cause of
great fear tome; Iwas troubled by the images ofmymind onmybed, and by the visions
ofmy head. 6And I gave orders for all the wisemen of Babylon to come in beforeme so
that they might make clear to me the sense of my dream. 7 Then the wonder-workers,
the users of secret arts, the Chaldaeans, and the readers of signs came in to me: and
I put the dream before them but they did not make clear the sense of it to me. 8 But
at last Daniel came in before me, he whose name was Belteshazzar, after the name of
my god, and in whom is the spirit of the holy gods: and I put the dream before him,
saying, 9O Belteshazzar, master of the wonder-workers, because I am certain that the
spirit of the holy gods is in you, and you are troubled by no secret; this is the dream
which I saw: make clear to me its sense. 10On my bed I saw a vision: there was a tree
in the middle of the earth, and it was very high. 11And the tree became tall and strong,
stretching up to heaven, and to be seen from the ends of the earth: 12 Its leaves were
fair and it had much fruit, and in it was food enough for all: the beasts of the field had
shade under it, and the birds of heaven were resting in its branches, and it gave food
to all living things. 13 In the visions of my head on my bed I saw a watcher, a holy one,
coming down from heaven, 14 Crying out with a loud voice; and this is what he said:
Let the tree be cut down and its branches broken off; let its leaves be taken off and its
fruit sent in every direction: let the beasts get away from under it and the birds from
its branches: 15But keep its broken end and its roots still in the earth, even with a band
of iron and brass; let him have the young grass of the field for food, and let him be wet
with the dew of heaven, and let his part be with the beasts. 16Let his heart be changed
from that of a man, and the heart of a beast be given to him; and let seven times go by
him. 17 This order is fixed by the watchers, and the decision is by the word of the holy
ones: so that the living may be certain that the Most High is ruler over the kingdom of
men, and gives it to anyman at his pleasure, lifting up over it the lowest of men. 18This
dream I, King Nebuchadnezzar, saw; and do you, O Belteshazzar, make clear the sense
of it, for all the wise men of my kingdom are unable to make the sense of it clear to me;
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but you are able, for the spirit of the holy gods is in you. 19 Then Daniel, whose name
was Belteshazzar, was at a loss for a time, his thoughts troubling him. The king made
answer and said, Belteshazzar, do not be troubled by the dream or by the sense of it.
Belteshazzar, answering, said, My lord, may the dream be about your haters, and its
sense about those who are against you. 20 The tree which you saw, which became tall
and strong, stretching up to heaven and seen from the ends of the earth; 21Which had
fair leaves andmuch fruit, and had in it food for all; under which the beasts of the field
were living, and in the branches of which the birds of heaven had their resting-places:
22 It is you, O King, who have become great and strong: for your power is increased and
stretching up to heaven, and your rule to the end of the earth. 23And as for the vision
which the king saw of a watcher, a holy one, coming down from heaven, saying, Let the
tree be cut down and given to destruction; 24This is the sense of it, O King, and it is the
decisionof theMostHighwhichhas comeonmy lord theking: 25That theywill sendyou
out from amongmen, to bewith the beasts of the field; theywill give you grass for your
food like the oxen, and youwill be wet with the dew of heaven, and seven times will go
by you, till you are certain that theMostHigh is ruler in the kingdomofmen, and gives it
to anymanat his pleasure. 26Andas they gaveorders to let thebrokenendand the roots
of the treebe, soyourkingdomwill be safe foryouafter it is clear toyou that theheavens
are ruling. 27 For this cause, O King, let my suggestion be pleasing to you, and let your
sins be covered by righteousness and your evil-doing by mercy to the poor, so that the
timeof yourwell-beingmaybe longer. 28All this came toKingNebuchadnezzar. 29At the
end of twelve months he was walking on the roof of his great house in Babylon. 30The
kingmade answer and said, Is this not great Babylon, which I havemade for the living-
place of kings, by the strength of my power and for the glory of my honour? 31While
the word was still in the king's mouth, a voice came down from heaven, saying, O King
Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is said: Thekingdomhasgone fromyou: 32And theywill send
you out from among men, to be with the beasts of the field; they will give you grass for
your food like the oxen, and seven timeswill go by you, till you are certain that theMost
High is ruler in the kingdomofmen, and gives it to anyman at his pleasure. 33That very
hour the order about Nebuchadnezzar was put into effect: and he was sent out from
amongmen, andhad grass for his food like the oxen, andhis bodywaswetwith the dew
of heaven, till his hair became long as eagles' feathers and his nails like those of birds.
34And at the end of the days, I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifting upmy eyes to heaven, got back
my reason, and, blessing the Most High, I gave praise and honour to him who is living
for ever, whose rule is an eternal rule and whose kingdom goes on from generation to
generation. 35 And all the people of the earth are as nothing: he does his pleasure in
the army of heaven and among the people of the earth: and no one is able to keep back
his hand, or say to him, What are you doing? 36At the same timemy reason came back
to me; and for the glory of my kingdom, my honour and my great name came back to
me; and my wise men and my lords were turned to me again; and I was made safe in
mykingdomandhadmore power thanbefore. 37Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, giveworship
and praise and honour to the King of heaven; for all hisworks are true and hisways are
right: and those who go in pride he is able to make low.

5
1 Belshazzar the king made a great feast for a thousand of his lords, drinking wine

before the thousand. 2 Belshazzar, while he was overcome with wine, gave orders for
them to put before him the gold and silver vessels which Nebuchadnezzar, his father,
had taken from theTemple in Jerusalem; so that the king andhis lords, hiswives andhis
other women, might take their drink from them. 3Then they took in the gold and silver
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vesselswhichhadbeen in theTemple of thehouse ofGodat Jerusalem; and theking and
his lords, his wives and his other women, took wine from them. 4They took their wine
and gave praise to the gods of gold and silver, of brass and iron and wood and stone.
5 In that very hour the fingers of a man's hand were seen, writing opposite the support
for the light on thewhite wall of the king's house, and the king saw the part of the hand
which was writing. 6 Then the colour went from the king's face, and he was troubled
by his thoughts; strength went from his body, and his knees were shaking. 7 The king,
crying out with a loud voice, said that the users of secret arts, the Chaldaeans, and the
readers of signs, were to be sent for. The kingmade answer and said to the wisemen of
Babylon,Whoever is able tomake out this writing, andmake clear tome the sense of it,
will be clothed in purple and have a chain of gold round his neck, and will be a ruler of
high authority in the kingdom. 8Thenall the king'swisemencame in: but theywerenot
able to make out the writing or give the sense of it to the king. 9 Then King Belshazzar
was greatly troubled and the colour went from his face, and his lords were at a loss.
10The queen, because of the words of the king and his lords, came into the house of the
feast: the queenmade answer and said, O King, have life for ever; do not be troubled by
your thoughts or let the colour go from your face: 11There is aman in your kingdom in
whom is the spirit of the holy gods; and in the days of your father, light and reason like
thewisdomof the godswere seen in him: andKingNebuchadnezzar, your father,made
himmasterof thewonder-workers, and theusersof secretarts, and theChaldaeans, and
the readers of signs; 12Because amost special spirit, and knowledge and reason and the
power of reading dreams and unfolding dark sayings and answering hard questions,
were seen to be in him, even inDaniel (namedBelteshazzar by the king): now let Daniel
be sent for, and he will make clear the sense of the writing. 13Then they took Daniel in
before the king; the king made answer and said to Daniel, So you are that Daniel, of
the prisoners of Judah, whom my father took out of Judah. 14And I have had news of
you, that the spirit of the gods is in you, and that light and reason and special wisdom
have been seen in you. 15 And now the wise men, the users of secret arts, have been
sent in before me for the purpose of reading this writing and making clear to me the
sense of it: but they are not able to make clear the sense of the thing: 16And I have had
news of you, that you have the power of making things clear, and of answering hard
questions: now if you are able to make out the writing and give me the sense of it, you
will be clothed in purple and have a gold chain round your neck and be a ruler of high
authority in the kingdom. 17Then Daniel made answer and said to the king, Keep your
offerings for yourself, and give your rewards to another; but I, after reading thewriting
to the king, will give him the sense of it. 18As for you, O King, the Most High God gave
to Nebuchadnezzar, your father, the kingdom and great power and glory and honour:
19And because of the great power he gave him, all peoples and nations and languages
were shaking in fear before him: some he put to death and others he kept living, at his
pleasure, lifting up some and putting others down as it pleased him. 20 But when his
heart was lifted up and his spirit became hard with pride, he was put down from his
place as king, and they took his glory from him: 21And hewas sent out from among the
sons of men; and his heart was made like the beasts', and he was living with the asses
of the fields; he had grass for his food like the oxen, and his body was wet with the dew
of heaven, till he was certain that the Most High is ruler in the kingdom of men, and
gives power over it to anyone at his pleasure. 22And you, his son, O Belshazzar, have
not kept your heart free from pride, though you had knowledge of all this; 23 But you
have been lifting yourself up against the Lord of heaven, and they have put the vessels
of his house before you, and you and your lords, your wives and your women, have
taken wine in them; and you have given praise to gods of silver and gold, of brass and
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iron andwood and stone, who arewithout the power of seeing or hearing, andwithout
knowledge: and to the God in whose hand your breath is, andwhose are all your ways,
youhavenot given glory; 24Then thepart of thehandwas sent out frombeforehim, and
this writing was recorded. 25And this is the writing which was recorded, Mene, tekel,
peres. 26 This is the sense of the words: Mene; your kingdom has been numbered by
God and ended. 27 Tekel; you have been put in the scales and seen to be under weight.
28 Peres; your kingdom has been cut up and given to the Medes and Persians. 29 Then,
by the order of Belshazzar, they put a purple robe on Daniel, and a gold chain round his
neck, and a public statementwasmade that hewas to be a ruler of high authority in the
kingdom. 30 That very night Belshazzar, the king of the Chaldaeans, was put to death.
31And Darius theMede took the kingdom, being then about sixty-two years old.

6
1Darius was pleased to put over the kingdom a hundred and twenty captains, who

were to be all through the kingdom; 2And over themwere three chief rulers, of whom
Daniel was one; and the captains were to be responsible to the chief rulers, so that the
kingmight undergo no loss. 3Then this Daniel did his work better than the chief rulers
and the captains, because therewas a special spirit in him; and itwas the king's purpose
to put him over all the kingdom. 4 Then the chief rulers and the captains were looking
for some cause for putting Daniel in the wrong in connection with the kingdom, but
theywere unable to put forward anywrongdoing or error against him; because hewas
true, and no error or wrong was to be seen in him. 5Then these men said, We will only
get a reason for attacking Daniel in connection with the law of his God. 6 Then these
chief rulers and the captains came to the king and said to him, O King Darius, have life
for ever. 7All the chief rulers of the kingdom, the chiefs and the captains, the wise men
and the rulers, have made a common decision to put in force a law having the king's
authority, and to give a strong order, that whoever makes any request to any god or
man but you, O King, for thirty days, is to be put into the lions' hole. 8Now, O King, put
the order in force, signing the writing so that it may not be changed, like the law of the
Medes andPersianswhichmaynot come to an end. 9For this reasonKingDarius put his
name on the writing and the order. 10And Daniel, on hearing that the writing had been
signed, went into his house; (now he had windows in his room on the roof opening in
the direction of Jerusalem;) and three times a day hewent down on his knees in prayer
and praise before his God, as he had done before. 11 Then these men were watching
and sawDanielmaking prayers and requesting grace before his God. 12Then they came
near before the king and said, O King, have you not put your name to an order that any
man who makes a request to any god or man but you, O King, for thirty days, is to be
put into the lions' hole? The king made answer and said, The thing is fixed by the law
of the Medes and Persians which may not come to an end. 13 Then they made answer
and said before the king, Daniel, one of the prisoners of Judah, has no respect for you, O
King, or for the order signed by you, but three times a day he makes his prayer to God.
14When this thing came to theking's ears, itwas very evil tohim, andhis heartwasfixed
on keeping Daniel safe, and till the going down of the sun he was doing everything in
his power to get him free. 15 Then these men said to the king, Be certain, O King, that
by the law of the Medes and Persians no order or lawwhich the king has put into force
may be changed. 16Then the king gave the order, and they took Daniel and put him into
the lions' hole. The kingmade answer and said to Daniel, Your God, whose servant you
are at all times, will keep you safe. 17Then they got a stone and put it over themouth of
the hole, and it was stamped with the king's stamp and with the stamp of the lords, so
that the decision about Daniel might not be changed. 18Then the king went to his great
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house, and took no food that night, and no ... were placed before him, and his sleep
went from him. 19 Then very early in the morning the king got up and went quickly to
the lions' hole. 20Andwhenhe camenear the holewhereDanielwas, he gave a loud cry
of grief; the king made answer and said to Daniel, O Daniel, servant of the living God,
is your God, whose servant you are at all times, able to keep you safe from the lions?
21 Then Daniel said to the king, O King, have life for ever. 22My God has sent his angel
to keep the lions' mouths shut, and they have done me no damage: because I was seen
to be without sin before him; and further, before you, O King, I have done no wrong.
23 Then the king was very glad, and gave orders for them to take Daniel up out of the
hole. So Daniel was taken up out of the hole and he was seen to be untouched, because
he had faith in his God. 24And at the king's order, they took thosemenwho had said evil
against Daniel, and put them in the lions' hole, with their wives and their children; and
they had not got to the floor of the hole before the lions overcame them and all their
bones were broken. 25 Then King Darius sent a letter to all the peoples, nations, and
languages, living in all the earth: May your peace be increased. 26 It is my order that
in all the kingdom of which I am ruler, men are to be shaking with fear before the God
of Daniel: for he is the living God, unchanging for ever, and his kingdom is one which
will never come to destruction, his rule will go on to the end. 27He gives salvation and
makesmen free fromdanger, anddoes signs andwonders inheavenandearth,whohas
kept Daniel safe from the power of the lions. 28So this Daniel didwell in the kingdomof
Darius and in the kingdom of Cyrus the Persian.

7
1 In thefirst yearofBelshazzar, kingofBabylon, Daniel sawadream, andvisions came

into his head on his bed: then he put the dream inwriting. 2 I had a vision by night, and
saw the four winds of heaven violently moving the great sea. 3 And four great beasts
came up from the sea, different one from another. 4 The first was like a lion and had
eagle's wings; while I was watching its wings were pulled off, and it was lifted up from
the earth and placed on two feet like a man, and a man's heart was given to it. 5 And
I saw another beast, like a bear, and it was lifted up on one side, and three side-bones
were in its mouth, between its teeth: and they said to it, Up! take much flesh. 6 After
this I saw another beast, like a leopard, which had on its back four wings like those of a
bird; and the beast had four heads, and the power of a ruler was given to it. 7After this,
in my vision of the night, I saw a fourth beast, a thing causing fear and very troubling,
full of power and very strong; and it had great iron teeth: it took its food, crushing some
of it to bits and stamping down the rest with its feet: it was different from all the beasts
before it; and it had ten horns. 8 I was watching the horns with care, and I saw another
coming up among them, a little one, before which three of the first horns were pulled
up by the roots: and there were eyes like a man's eyes in this horn, and amouth saying
great things. 9 I went on looking till the seats of kings were placed, and one like a very
old man took his seat: his clothing was white as snow, and the hair of his head was like
clean wool; his seat was flames of fire and its wheels burning fire. 10 A stream of fire
was flowing and coming out frombefore him: a thousand thousandswere his servants,
and ten thousand times ten thousand were in their places before him: the judge was
seated and the bookswere open. 11Then I saw— because of the voice of the greatwords
which the horn said — I saw till the beast was put to death, and its body was given to
destruction, and thebeastwas given to theburningoffire. 12As for the rest of thebeasts,
their authoritywas taken away: but they let themgo on living for ameasure of time. 13 I
saw in visions of the night, and there was coming with the clouds of heaven one like a
man, and he came to the one who was very old, and they took him near before him.



Daniel 7:14 777 Daniel 8:9

14And to him was given authority and glory and a kingdom; and all peoples, nations,
and languages were his servants: his authority is an eternal authority which will not
come to an end, andhis kingdom is onewhichwill not come to destruction. 15As forme,
Daniel, my spirit was pained because of this, and the visions ofmy headwere troubling
me. 16 I came near to one of thosewhowerewaiting there, questioning him aboutwhat
all this was. And he said tome that hewouldmake clear tome the sense of these things.
17These great beasts are four kingswhowill be cut off from the earth. 18But the saints of
theMostHighwill take thekingdom, and itwill be theirs for ever, even for ever andever.
19 Then it was my desire to have certain knowledge about the fourth beast, which was
different fromall the others, a cause of great fear, whose teethwere of iron andhis nails
of brass; who took his food, crushing some of it to bits and stamping on the rest with his
feet; 20And about the ten horns on his head and the other which came up, causing the
fall of three; that hornwhich had eyes, and amouth saying great things, which seemed
to be greater than the other horns. 21And I saw how that horn made war on the saints
and overcame them, 22Till he came, who was very old, and the decision was made and
theauthoritywasgiven to the saintsof theMostHigh; and the timecamewhen thesaints
took the kingdom. 23 This is what he said: The fourth beast is a fourth kingdom which
will come on earth, different from all the kingdoms, and it will overcome all the earth,
crushing it down and smashing it. 24And as for the ten horns, out of this kingdom ten
kings will come to power; and after them another will come up: he will be different
from the first ones and will put down three kings. 25And he will say words against the
Most High, attempting to put an end to the saints of theMost High; and hewill have the
idea of changing times and law; and the saints will be given into his hands for a time
and times and half a time. 26 But the judge will be seated, and they will put an end to
his authority, to overcome it and send complete destruction on it. 27And the kingdom
and the authority and the power of the kingdoms under all the heaven will be given to
the people of the saints of the Most High: his kingdom is an eternal kingdom, and all
powerswill be his servants and do his pleasure. 28Here is the end of the account. As for
me, Daniel, I was greatly troubled by my thoughts, and the colour went from my face:
but I kept the thing inmy heart.

8
1 In the third year of the rule of Belshazzar the king, a vision was seen byme, Daniel,

after the one I sawatfirst. 2And I saw in the vision; andwhen I saw it, Iwas in the strong
townShushan,which is in the countryofElam; and in thevision Iwasby thewater-door
of the Ulai. 3And lifting up my eyes, I saw, there before the stream, a male sheep with
two horns: and the two horns were high, but one was higher than the other, the higher
one coming up last. 4 I saw the sheep pushing to the west and to the north and to the
south; and no beasts were able to keep their place before him, and no one was able to
get people out of his power; but he did whatever his pleasure was and made himself
great. 5 And while I was giving thought to this, I saw a he-goat coming from the west
over the face of all the earth without touching the earth: and the he-goat had a great
horn between his eyes. 6And he came to the two-horned sheep which I saw before the
stream, rushing at him in the heat of his power. 7And I saw him come right up to the
sheep, and he was moved with wrath against him, attacking the sheep so that his two
horns were broken; and the sheep had not strength to keep his place before him, but
was pushed down on the earth and crushed under his feet: and there was no one to
get the sheep out of his power. 8And the he-goat became very great: and when he was
strong, the great horn was broken, and in its place came up four other horns turned
to the four winds of heaven. 9And out of one of them came another horn, a little one,
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which became very great, stretching to the south and to the east and to the beautiful
land. 10And it became great, even as high as the army of heaven, pulling down some of
the army, evenof the stars, to the earthandcrushing themunder its feet. 11 Itmade itself
great, even as great as the lord of the army; and by it the regular burned offering was
taken away, and the place overturned and the holy place made waste. 12 ... against the
regular burned offering; and ... crushed down to the earth, and it did its pleasure and
thingswentwell for it. 13Then there came tomyears the voice of a holy one talking; and
another holy one said to that certain one who was talking, How long will the vision be
while the regular burned offering is taken away, and the unclean thing causing fear is
put up, and the holy place crushed under foot? 14And he said to him, For two thousand,
three hundred evenings and mornings; then the holy place will be made clean. 15And
it came about that when I, Daniel, had seen this vision, I had a desire for the sense of it
to be unfolded; and I saw one beforeme in the form of aman. 16And the voice of aman
came tomy ears between the sides of the Ulai, crying out and saying, Gabriel, make the
vision clear to this man. 17 So he came and took his place near where I was; and when
he came, I was full of fear and went down onmy face: but he said to me, Let it be clear
to you, O son of man; for the vision has to do with the time of the end. 18Now while
he was talking to me, I went into a deep sleep with my face to the earth: but touching
me, he put me on my feet where I had been. 19 And he said, See, I will make clear to
you what is to come in the later time of the wrath: for it has to do with the fixed time of
the end. 20 The sheep which you saw with two horns, they are the kings of Media and
Persia. 21And the he-goat is the king of Greece: and the great horn between his eyes is
the first king. 22And as for that whichwas broken, in place of which four came up, four
kingdomswill comeup fromhis nation, but notwith his power. 23And in the later years
of their kingdom, when their evil doings have become complete, there will come up a
king full of pride and expert in dark sayings. 24And his power will be great, and hewill
bepurposing strange things. Andallwill gowell forhimandhewill dohis pleasure; and
hewill senddestruction on the strong ones. 25Andhis designswill be turned against the
holypeople, causingdeceit todowell inhishand; inhishearthewillmakehimself great,
and send destruction on numbers who are living unconscious of their danger; and he
will put himself up against the prince of princes; but he will be broken, though not by
men's hands. 26And the vision of evenings and mornings which has been talked of is
true: and keep the vision secret; for it has to do with the far-off future. 27And I, Daniel,
was ill for some days; then I got up and did the king's business: and Iwas full of wonder
at the vision, but no one was able to give the sense of it.

9
1 In the first year of Darius, the son of Ahasuerus, of the seed of the Medes, who was

made king over the kingdom of the Chaldaeans; 2 In the first year of his rule, I, Daniel,
saw clearly from the books the number of years given by the word of the Lord to the
prophet Jeremiah, in which the making waste of Jerusalem was to be complete, that
is, seventy years. 3 And turning my face to the Lord God, I gave myself up to prayer,
requesting his grace, going without food, in haircloth and dust. 4And I made prayer to
the LordmyGod, putting our sins before him, and said, O Lord, the great God, greatly to
be feared. keeping your agreement andmercywith thosewhohave love for you and do
your orders; 5Weare sinners, actingwrongly and doing evil; we have gone against you,
turning away from your orders and from your laws: 6We have not given ear to your
servants the prophets, who said words in your name to our kings and our rulers and
our fathers and all the people of the land. 7O Lord, righteousness is yours, but shame
is on us, even to this day; and on the men of Judah and the people of Jerusalem, and on
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all Israel, those who are near and those who are far off, in all the countries where you
have sent them because of the sin which they have done against you. 8O Lord, shame
is on us, on our kings and our rulers and our fathers, because of our sin against you.
9With the Lord our God are mercies and forgiveness, for we have gone against him;
10And have not given ear to the voice of the Lord our God to go in the way of his laws
which he put before us by themouth of his servants the prophets. 11And all Israel have
been sinners against your law, turning away so as not to give ear to your voice: and the
curse has been let loose on us, and the oath recorded in the law ofMoses, the servant of
God, for we have done evil against him. 12And he has given effect to his words which
he said against us and against thosewhowere our judges, by sending a great evil on us:
for under all heaven there has not been done what has been done to Jerusalem. 13As
it was recorded in the law of Moses, all this evil has come on us: but we have made no
prayer for grace from the Lord our God that we might be turned from our evil doings
and come to truewisdom. 14So the Lord has beenwatching over this evil and hasmade
it come on us: for the Lord our God is upright in all his acts which he has done, and
we have not given ear to his voice. 15And now, O Lord our God, who took your people
out of the land of Egypt with a strong hand andmade a great name for yourself even to
this day; we are sinners, we have done evil. 16O Lord, because of your righteousness,
let your wrath and your passion be turned away from your town Jerusalem, your holy
mountain: because, through our sins and the evil-doing of our fathers, Jerusalem and
your people have become a cause of shame to all who are round about us. 17And now,
give ear, O our God, to the prayer of your servant and to his request for grace, and let
your face be shining on your holy placewhich ismadewaste, because of your servants,
O Lord. 18OmyGod, let your ear be turned and give hearing; let your eyes be open and
see how we have been made waste and the town which is named by your name: for
we are not offering our prayers before you because of our righteousness, but because
of your great mercies. 19O Lord, give ear; O Lord, have forgiveness; O Lord, take note
and do; let there be no more waiting; for the honour of your name, O my God, because
your town and your people are named by your name. 20 And while I was still saying
these words in prayer, and putting my sins and the sins of my people Israel before the
Lord, and requesting grace from the Lord my God for the holy mountain of my God;
21 Even while I was still in prayer, the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at
first when my weariness was great, put his hand on me about the time of the evening
offering. 22 And teaching me and talking to me he said, O Daniel, I have come now to
give you wisdom. 23At the first word of your prayer a word went out, and I have come
to give you knowledge; for you are aman dearly loved: so give thought to theword and
let the vision be clear to you. 24 Seventy weeks have been fixed for your people and
your holy town, to let wrongdoing be complete and sin come to its full limit, and for
the clearing away of evil-doing and the coming in of eternal righteousness: so that the
vision and the word of the prophet may be stamped as true, and to put the holy oil on a
most holy place. 25Have then the certain knowledge that from the going out of theword
for the building again of Jerusalem till the coming of a prince, onwhom the holy oil has
been put, will be seven weeks: in sixty-two weeks its building will be complete, with
square and earthwork. 26And at the end of the times, even after the sixty-two weeks,
one on whom the holy oil has been put will be cut off and have no...; and the town and
the holy placewill bemadewaste togetherwith a prince; and the endwill comewith an
overflowing of waters, and even to the end there will be war; the making waste which
has been fixed. 27And a strong order will be sent out against the great number for one
week; and so for half of theweek the offering and themeal offeringwill come to an end;
and in its placewill be anunclean thing causing fear; till thedestructionwhichhasbeen
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fixed is let loose on himwho hasmade waste.

10
1 In the third year of Cyrus, king of Persia, a secret was unfolded to Daniel, whose

name was Belteshazzar; and the thing was true, even a hard work: and he had
knowledge of it, and the vision was clear to him. 2 In those days I, Daniel, gave myself
up to grief for three full weeks. 3 I had no pleasing food, no meat or wine came into
my mouth, and I put no oil on my body till three full weeks were ended. 4And on the
twenty-fourth day of the first month I was by the side of the great river; 5 And lifting
up my eyes I saw the form of a man clothed in a linen robe, and round him there was
a band of gold, of the best gold: 6And his body was like the beryl, and his face had the
look of a thunder-flame, andhis eyeswere like burning lights, andhis armsand feet like
the colour of polished brass, and the sound of his voice was like the sound of an army.
7And I, Daniel, was the only onewho saw the vision, for themenwhowerewithme did
not see it; but a great shaking came on them and they went in flight to take cover. 8 So
I was bymyself, and I saw this great vision, and all my strength went fromme; and the
colourwent frommy face. 9But the sound of hiswords came tomy ears, and onhearing
his voice I went into a deep sleep with my face to the earth. 10 Then a hand gave me a
touch, awakingme, and puttingme onmy knees andmy hands. 11And he said tome, O
Daniel, you man dearly loved, take in the sense of the words I say to you and get up on
to your feet: for to you I am now sent; and when he had said this to me I got on to my
feet, shakingwith fear. 12Then he said tome, Have no fear, Daniel; for from the first day
when you gave your heart to getting wisdom andmaking yourself poor in spirit before
your God, your words have come to his ears: and I have come because of your words.
13But theangel of thekingdomofPersiaputhimself againstme for twenty-onedays; but
Michael, one of the chief angels, came to my help; and when I came he was still there
with the angel of the kings of Persia. 14Now I have come to give you knowledge of the
fate of your people in the later days; for there is still a vision for the days. 15And after
he had said these words tome, I keptmy face turned to the earth andwas unable to say
anything. 16Thenonewhose formwas like the sonsofmenputhisfingeronmy lips; and
opening my mouth, I said to him who was before me, O my lord, because of the vision
mypains have come onme, and I have nomore strength. 17For howmay this servant of
my lord have talkwithmy lord? for, as forme, straight awaymy strengthwent fromme
and there was no breath in my body. 18 Then again one having the form of a man put
his hand on me and gave me strength. 19And he said to me, O man greatly loved, have
no fear: peace be with you, be strong and let your heart be lifted up. And at his words
I became strong, and said, Let my lord say on, for you have given me strength. 20Then
he said, It is clear to youwhy I have come to you. And now I will give you an account of
what is recorded in the truewritings: 21But I am going back tomakewarwith the angel
of Persia, andwhen I amgone, the angel of Greecewill come. And there is no one onmy
side against these, but Michael, your angel.

11
1 And as for me, in the first year of Darius the Mede I was on his side to make his

position safe and make him strong. 2 And now I will make clear to you what is true.
There are still three kings to come in Persia, and the fourth will have much greater
wealth than all of them: and when he has become strong through his wealth, he will
put his forces in motion against all the kingdoms of Greece. 3 And a strong king will
come to power, ruling with great authority and doing whatever is his pleasure. 4And
when he has become strong, his kingdom will be broken and parted to the four winds
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of heaven; but not to his offspring, for it will be uprooted; and his kingdom will be for
the others andnot for these: but notwith the sameauthority as his. 5And the king of the
south will be strong, but one of his captains will be stronger than he and will be ruler;
and his rule will be a great rule. 6And at the end of years they will be joined together;
and the daughter of the king of the south will come to the king of the north to make an
agreement: but shewill not keep the strength of her arm; andhis offspringwill not keep
their place; but shewill be uprooted, with thosewhowere the cause of her coming, and
her son, and he who took her in those times. 7 But out of a branch from her roots one
will come up to take his place, whowill come against the army, forcing his way into the
strong place of the king of the north, and hewill take them in hand and overcome them:
8And their gods and their metal images and their fair vessels of silver and gold he will
take away into the south; and for some years he will keep away from the king of the
north. 9And he will come into the kingdom of the king of the south, but he will go back
to his land. 10And his son will make war, and will get together an army of great forces,
and he will make an attack on him, overflowing and going past: and he will again take
thewar even to his strong place. 11And the king of the southwill bemovedwithwrath,
andwill come out andmakewar on him, on this same king of the north: and hewill get
together a great army, but the army will be given into his hand. 12 And the army will
be taken away, and his heart will be uplifted: he will be the cause of the downfall of
tens of thousands, but he will not be strong. 13And again the king of the north will get
together an army greater than the first; and hewill make an attack on him at the end of
years,with a great armyandmuchwealth. 14 In those times, anumberwill takeuparms
against the king of the south: and the children of the violent among your people will be
lifting themselvesup tomake thevision come true; but itwill be their downfall. 15So the
kingof thenorthwill come, andputupearthworks and takeawell-armed town: and the
forces of the king of the southwill make an attempt to keep their position, even the best
of his army, but they will not have strength to do so. 16And he who comes against him
will do his pleasure, and no one will be able to keep his place before him: he will take
up his position in the beautiful land and in his hand there will be destruction. 17And it
will be his purpose to come with the strength of all his kingdom, but in place of this he
will make an agreement with him; and hewill give him the daughter of women to send
destruction on it; but this will not take place or come about. 18After this, his facewill be
turned to the islands, and hewill take a number of them: but a chief, by his destruction,
will put an end to the shameofferedbyhim; andmore than this, hewillmakehis shame
come back on him. 19 Then his face will be turned to the strong places of his land: but
his way will be stopped, causing his downfall, and he will not be seen again. 20 Then
his place will be taken by one who will send out a man with the glory of a king to get
wealth together; but after a short time destruction will overtake him, but not in wrath
or in the fight. 21And his place will be taken by a low person, to whom the honour of
the kingdom had not been given: but he will come in time of peace and will get the
kingdom by fair words. 22 And his forces will be completely taken away from before
him and broken; and even the ruler of the agreement will have the same fate. 23And
from the time when they make an agreement with him, he will be working falsely: for
hewill take up arms suddenlywith a small force, 24Against fertile places, andwillmake
waste apart of the country; andhewill dowhat his fathers havenot done, or his fathers'
fathers; he will make distribution among them of goods taken in war and by force, and
of property: he will even make designs against the strong places for a time. 25And he
will put in motion his power and his strength against the king of the south with a great
army; and the king of the south will go to war with a very great and strong army: but
he will be forced to give way, because of their designs against him; 26And his fears will
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overcome him and be the cause of his downfall, and his army will come to complete
destruction, and a great number will be put to the sword. 27And as for these two kings,
their hearts will be fixed on doing evil and they will say false words at one table; but it
will come to nothing: for the end will be at the time fixed. 28And he will go back to his
landwith great wealth; and his heart will be against the holy agreement; and hewill do
his pleasure and go back to his land. 29At the time fixed he will come back and come
into the south; but in the later time it will not be as it was before. 30 For those who go
out from the west will come against him, and he will be in fear and will go back, full
of wrath against the holy agreement; and he will do his pleasure: and he will go back
and be united with those who have given up the holy agreement. 31 And armies sent
by him will take up their position and they will make unclean the holy place, even the
strong place, and take away the regular burned offering and put in its place an unclean
thing causing fear. 32 And those who do evil against the agreement will be turned to
sin by his fair words: but the people who have knowledge of their God will be strong
and do well. 33 And those who are wise among the people will be the teachers of the
mass of the people: but theywill come to their downfall by the sword and by the flame,
being made prisoners and undergoing loss for a long time. 34Now at the time of their
downfall they will have a little help, but numbers will be joined to them in the town,
and in their separate heritages. 35And some of those who arewise will havewisdom in
testing themselves andmaking themselves clean, till the time of the end: for it is still for
the fixed time. 36And the king will do his pleasure; he will put himself on high, lifting
himself over every god, and saying things to be wondered at against the God of gods;
and all will be well for him till the wrath is complete; for what has been purposed will
be done. 37He will have no respect for the gods of his fathers or for the god desired
by women; he will have no respect for any god: for he will put himself on high over
all. 38 But in place of this he will give honour to the god of armed places, and to a god
of whom his fathers had no knowledge he will give honour with gold and silver and
jewels and things to be desired. 39And he will make use of the people of a strange god
to keep his strongest places; to those whom he takes note of he will give high honour:
and hewill make them rulers over themass of the people, andwill make division of the
land for a price. 40And at the time of the end, the king of the south will make an attack
on him: and the king of the north will come against him like a storm-wind, with war-
carriages and horsemen and numbers of ships; and he will go throughmany lands like
overflowing waters. 41And he will come into the beautiful land, and tens of thousands
will be overcome: but these will be kept from falling into his hands: Edom and Moab
and the chief of the children of Ammon. 42 And his hand will be stretched out on the
countries: and the land of the southwill not be safe fromhim. 43But hewill have power
over the stores of gold and silver, and over all the valued things of the south: and the
Libyans and the Ethiopians will be at his steps. 44But he will be troubled by news from
the east and from the north; and he will go out in great wrath, to send destruction on,
and put an end to, great numbers. 45Hewill put the tents of his great house between the
sea and the beautiful holy mountain: but he will come to his end with no helper.

12
1And at that timeMichael will take up his place, the great angel, who is the supporter

of the children of your people: and there will be a time of trouble, such as there never
was from the time there was a nation even till that same time: and at that time your
peoplewill be kept safe, everyonewho is recorded in the book. 2And a number of those
who are sleeping in the dust of the earthwill comeout of their sleep, some to eternal life
and some to eternal shame. 3And thosewho arewisewill be shining like the light of the
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outstretched sky; and those by whom numbers have been turned to righteousness will
be like the stars for ever and ever. 4But as for you, O Daniel, let thewords be kept secret
and the book rolled up and kept shut till the time of the end: numbers will be going out
of theway and troubles will be increased. 5Then I, Daniel, looking, saw two others, one
at the edge of the river on this side and one at the edge of the river on that side. 6And
I said to the man clothed in linen, who was over the waters of the river, How long will
it be to the end of these wonders? 7 Then in my hearing the man clothed in linen, who
was over the river, lifting up his right hand and his left hand to heaven, took an oath
by him who is living for ever that it would be a time, times, and a half; and when the
power of the crusher of the holy people comes to an end, all these things will be ended.
8And thewords came tomy ears, but the sense of themwas not clear tome: then I said,
O my lord, what is the sense of these things? 9And he said, Go on your way, Daniel: for
the words are secret and shut up till the time of the end; 10Till a number are tested and
make themselves clean; and the evil-doers will do evil; for not one of the evil-doers will
have knowledge; but all will bemade clear to those who are wise. 11And from the time
when the regular burned offering is taken away, and an unclean thing causing fear is
put up, there will be a thousand, two hundred and ninety days. 12A blessing will be on
themanwhogoes onwaiting, and comes to the thousand, three hundred and thirty-five
days. 13But you, go on your way and take your rest: for you will be in your place at the
end of the days.
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The Book of
Hosea

1 The word of the Lord which came to Hosea, the son of Beeri, in the days of Uzziah,
Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam, the son of
Joash, king of Israel. 2The start of the word of the Lord by Hosea: And the Lord said to
Hosea, Go, take for yourself a wife of loose ways, and children of the same, for the land
has been untrue to the Lord. 3 So he took as his wife Gomer, the daughter of Diblaim,
and she gave birth to a son. 4And the Lord said to him, Give him the name of Jezreel,
for after a little time I will send punishment for the blood of Jezreel on the line of Jehu,
and put an end to the kingdom of Israel. 5And in that day I will let the bow of Israel be
broken in the valley of Jezreel. 6 And after that she gave birth to a daughter. And the
Lord said, Give her the name Lo-ruhamah; for I will not again have mercy on Israel, to
give them forgiveness. 7 But I will have mercy on Judah and will give them salvation
by the Lord their God, but not by the bow or the sword or by fighting or by horses or
horsemen. 8Nowwhen Lo-ruhamah had been taken from the breast, the woman gave
birth to a son. 9 And the Lord said, Give him the name Lo-ammi; for you are not my
people, and I will not be your God. 10But still the number of the children of Israel will
be like the sand of the sea, which may not be measured or numbered; and in place of
its being said to them, You are not my people, it will be said to them, You are the sons of
the living God 11And the children of Israel and the children of Judahwill come together
and take for themselves one head, andwill go up from the land, for greatwill be the day
of Jezreel.

2
1 Say to your brothers, Ammi; and to your sisters, Ruhamah. 2 Take up the cause

against yourmother, take it up, for she is notmywife, and I amnot her husband; let her
put away her loose ways from her face, and her false ways from between her breasts;
3 For fear that I may take away her robe from her, making her uncovered as in the day
of her birth; making her like a waste place and a dry land, causing her death through
need of water. 4And I will have no mercy on her children, for they are the children of
her loose ways. 5For their mother has been untrue; she who gave them birth has done
things of shame, for she said, I will go after my lovers, who give me my bread and my
water, my wool and my linen, my oil and my wine. 6 For this cause I will put thorns in
her road, building up a wall round her so that she may not go on her way. 7And if she
goes after her lovers she will not overtake them; if she makes search for them she will
not see them; then will she say, I will go back to my first husband, for then it was better
for me than now. 8 For she had no knowledge that it was I who gave her the grain and
thewineand theoil, increasingher silverandgoldwhich theygave to theBaal. 9So Iwill
take away againmy grain in its time andmywine, and Iwill take awaymywool andmy
linenwithwhich her bodymight have been covered. 10And now Iwillmake her shame
clear before the eyes of her lovers, and no one will take her out of my hand. 11 And I
will put an end to all her joy, her feasts, her newmoons, and her Sabbaths, and all her
regularmeetings. 12And Iwill makewaste her vines and her fig-trees, of which she has
said, These are the payments which my lovers have made to me; and I will make them
awaste of trees, and the beasts of the field will take them for food. 13And I will give her
punishment for the days of the Baals, to whom she has been burning perfumes, when
she made herself fair with her nose-rings and her jewels, and went after her lovers,
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giving no thought to me, says the Lord. 14 For this cause I will make her come into the
waste land andwill saywords of comfort to her. 15And Iwill give her vine-gardens from
there, and the valley of Achor for a door of hope; and she will give her answer there as
in the days when she was young, and as in the time when she came up out of the land
of Egypt. 16And in that day, says the Lord, you will say to me, Ishi; and you will never
again give me the name of Baali; 17 For I will take away the names of the Baals out of
her mouth, and never again will she say their names. 18And in that day I will make an
agreement for them with the beasts of the field and the birds of heaven and the things
which go low on the earth; I will put an end to the bow and the sword andwar in all the
land, and will make them take their rest in peace. 19And I will take you as my bride for
ever; truly, I will take you asmy bride in righteousness and in right judging, in love and
in mercies. 20 I will take you as my bride in good faith, and you will have knowledge of
the Lord. 21 And it will be, in that day, says the Lord, that I will give an answer to the
heavens, and the heavens to the earth; 22And the earth will give its answer to the grain
and thewine and the oil, and theywill give an answer to Jezreel; 23And Iwill put her as
seed in the earth, and I will havemercy on her to whom nomercy was given; and I will
say to those whowere not my people, You aremy people, and they will say, My God.

3
1 And the Lord said to me, Give your love again to a woman who has a lover and is

false toherhusband, evenas theLordhas love for the childrenof Israel, though theyare
turned to other gods and are lovers of grape-cakes. 2 So I got her for myself for fifteen
shekels of silver and a homer and a half of barley; 3 And I said to her, You are to be
mine for a long space of time; you are not to be false tome, and no otherman is to have
you for his wife; and so will I be to you. 4 For the children of Israel will for a long time
be without king and without ruler, without offerings and without pillars, and without
ephod or images. 5And after that, the children of Israel will come back and go in search
of the Lord their God andDavid their king; and theywill come in fear to the Lord and to
his mercies in the days to come.

4
1 Give ear to the word of the Lord, O children of Israel; for the Lord has a cause

against the people of this land, because there is no good faith in it, and no mercy and
no knowledge of God in the land. 2There is cursing and broken faith, violent death and
attacks on property, men are untrue in married life, houses are broken into, and there
is blood touching blood. 3 Because of this the land will be dry, and everyone living in
it will be wasted away, with the beasts of the field and the birds of heaven; even the
fishes of the sea will be taken away. 4 Let no man go to law or make protests, for your
people are like those who go to law with a priest. 5You will not be able to keep on your
feet by day, and by night the prophet will be falling downwith you, and I will give your
mother to destruction. 6 Destruction has overtaken my people because they have no
knowledge; because you have given up knowledge, I will give you up, so that you will
benopriest tome, becauseyouhavenot kept inmind the lawof yourGod, Iwill not keep
your children in my memory. 7Even while they were increasing in number they were
sinning against me; I will let their glory be changed into shame. 8The sin of my people
is like food to them; and their desire is for theirwrongdoing. 9And the priestwill be like
the people; Iwill give thempunishment for their evilways, and the reward of their acts.
10Theywill have food, but theywill not be full; theywill be false tome, but theywill not
be increased, because they no longer give thought to the Lord. 11 Loose ways and new
wine takeawaywisdom. 12Mypeople get knowledge from their tree, and their rodgives
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themnews; for a false spirit is the cause of theirwandering, and they have been false to
their God. 13 They make offerings on the tops of mountains, burning perfumes in high
places, under trees of every sort, because their shade is good: and so your daughters
are given up to loose ways and your brides are false to their husbands. 14 I will not give
punishment to your daughters or your brides for their evil behaviour; for they make
themselves separate with loose women, and make offerings with those who are used
for sex purposes in the worship of the gods: the people who have no wisdom will be
sent away. 15Do not you, O Israel, come into error; do not you, O Judah, come to Gilgal,
or go up to Beth-aven, or take an oath, By the living Lord. 16 For Israel is uncontrolled,
like a cow which may not be controlled; now will the Lord give them food like a lamb
in awide place. 17Ephraim is joined to false gods; let him be. 18Their drink has become
bitter; they are completely false; her rulers take pleasure in shame. 19 They are folded
in the skirts of the wind; they will be shamed because of their offerings.

5
1Give ear to this, O priests; give attention, O Israel, and you, family of the king; for you

are to be judged; you have been a deceit at Mizpah and a net stretched out on Tabor.
2 They have gone deep in the evil ways of Shittim, but I am the judge of all. 3 I have
knowledge of Ephraim, and Israel is not secret fromme; for now, O Ephraim, you have
been false to me, Israel has become unclean. 4Their works will not let them come back
to their God, for a false spirit is in them and they have no knowledge of the Lord. 5And
the pride of Israel gives an answer to his face; and Ephraimwill have a fall through his
sins, and the fall of Judahwill be the same as theirs. 6Theywill go, with their flocks and
their herds, in search of the Lord, but they will not see him; he has taken himself out of
their view. 7They have been false to the Lord; they have given birth to strange children;
now the new moon will make them waste with their fields. 8 Let the horn be sounded
in Gibeah and in Ramah; give a loud cry in Beth-aven, They are after you, O Benjamin.
9Ephraimwill becomeawaste in thedayofpunishment; I havegivenknowledgeamong
the tribes of Israel ofwhat is certain. 10The rulers of Judah are like thosewho take away
a landmark; Iwill let loosemywrath on them likeflowingwater. 11Ephraim is troubled;
he is crushedbyhis judges, becausehe tookpleasure inwalkingafter deceit. 12Andso to
Ephraim I am like a wasting insect, and a destruction to the children of Judah. 13When
Ephraim saw his disease and Judah his wound, then Ephraimwent to Assyria and sent
to the great king; but he is not able to make you well or give you help for your wound.
14For I will be to Ephraim as a lion, and as a young lion to the children of Judah; I, even
I, will give him wounds and go away; I will take him away, and there will be no helper.
15 I will go back to my place till they are made waste; in their trouble they will go after
me early and will make search for me.

6
1 Come, let us go back to the Lord; for he has given us wounds and he will make us

well; he has given blows and he will give help. 2After two days he will give us life, and
on the third day he will make us get up, and we will be living before him. 3And let us
have knowledge, let us go after the knowledge of the Lord; his going out is certain as the
dawn, his decisions go out like the light; he will come to us like the rain, like the spring
rainwatering the earth. 4OEphraim,what am I to do to you? O Judah,what am I to do to
you? For your love is like amorning cloud, and like the dewwhich goes early away. 5So
I havehad it cut in stones; I gave them teaching by thewords ofmymouth; 6Becausemy
desire is for mercy and not offerings; for the knowledge of God more than for burned
offerings. 7But like aman, they have gone against the agreement; there theywere false
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to me. 8Gilead is a town of evil-doers, marked with blood. 9And like a band of thieves
waiting for aman, so are the priests watching secretly theway of those going quickly to
Shechem, for they are working with an evil design. 10 In Israel I have seen a very evil
thing; there false ways are seen in Ephraim, Israel is unclean; 11And Judah has put up
disgusting images for himself.

7
1Whenmydesirewas for the fate ofmypeople to be changed and tomake Israelwell,

then the sin of Ephraim was made clear, and the evil-doing of Samaria; for their ways
are false, and the thief comes into thehouse,while thebandofoutlaws takespropertyby
force in the streets. 2And they do not say to themselves that I keep inmind all their sin;
now their evil acts come round them on every side; they are before my face. 3 In their
sin they make a king for themselves, and rulers in their deceit. 4 They are all untrue;
they are like a burning oven; the bread-maker does not make up the fire from the time
when the paste ismixed till it is leavened. 5On the day of our king, the rulersmade him
ill with the heat of wine; his hand was stretched out with the men of pride. 6 For they
havemade their hearts ready like an oven, while they are waiting secretly; their wrath
is sleeping all night; in themorning it is burning like a flaming fire. 7They are all heated
like anoven, and theyput an end to their judges; all their kingshavebeenmade low; not
one among themmakes prayer to me. 8Ephraim is mixed with the peoples; Ephraim is
a cake not turned. 9Men from other lands have made waste his strength, and he is not
conscious of it; grey hairs have come on him here and there, and he has no knowledge
of it. 10And the pride of Israel gives an answer to his face; but for all this, they have not
goneback to the Lord their God, ormade search for him. 11AndEphraim is like a foolish
dove, withoutwisdom; they send out their cry to Egypt, they go toAssyria. 12When they
go, my net will be stretched out over them; I will take them like the birds of heaven, I
will give thempunishment, I will take them away in the net for their sin. 13May trouble
be theirs! for they have gone far away from me; and destruction, for they have been
sinning against me; I was ready to be their saviour, but they said false words against
me. 14And they have not made prayer to me in their hearts, but they make loud cries
on their beds; they are cutting themselves for food and wine, they are turned against
me. 15 Though I have given training and strength to their arms, they have evil designs
against me. 16 They have gone to what is of no value; they are like a false bow; their
captains will come to destruction by the sword, and their ruler by my wrath; for this,
the land of Egypt will make sport of them.

8
1 Put the horn to your mouth. He comes like an eagle against the house of the Lord;

because they have gone against my agreement, they have not kept my law. 2 They will
send up tome a cry for help: We, Israel, have knowledge of you, O God of Israel. 3 Israel
has given upwhat is good; his haterswill go after him. 4They have put up kings, but not
byme; they havemade princes, but I had no knowledge of it; they havemade images of
silver and gold, so that they may be cut off. 5 I will have nothing to do with your young
ox, OSamaria;mywrath is burningagainst them; how longwill it bebefore the children
of Israelmake themselves clean? 6Theworkmanmade it, it is no god; the ox of Samaria
will be broken into bits. 7 For they have been planting the wind, and their fruit will be
the storm; his grain has no stem, it will give no meal, and if it does, a strange nation
will take it. 8 Israel has come to destruction; now they are among the nations like a cup
in which there is no pleasure. 9 For they have gone up to Assyria like an ass going by
himself; Ephraim has given money to get lovers. 10But though they give money to the
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nations for help, still I will send them in all directions; and in a short time they will be
without a king and rulers. 11Because Ephraim has been increasing altars for sin, altars
have become a cause of sin to him. 12 Though I put my law in writing for him in ten
thousand rules, they are to him as a strange thing. 13He gives the offerings of his lovers,
and takes the flesh for food; but the Lord has no pleasure in them; now he will keep in
mind their evil-doing and give them the punishment of their sins; they will go back to
Egypt. 14For Israel has nomemory of hisMaker, and has put up the houses of kings; and
Judahhasmade great thenumber of hiswalled towns. But Iwill send afire onhis towns
and put an end to his great houses.

9
1Haveno joy, O Israel, and donot be glad like the nations; for youhave beenuntrue to

yourGod; yourdesirehasbeen for the loosewoman's rewardonevery grain-floor. 2The
grain-floor and the place where the grapes are crushed will not give them food; there
will be no new wine for them. 3 They will have no resting-place in the Lord's land, but
Ephraim will go back to Egypt, and they will take unclean food in Assyria. 4 They will
givenowineoffering to theLord, theywill notmakeofferings ready forhim; theirbread
will be like the bread of those in sorrow; all who take it will be unclean, because their
bread will be only for their desire, it will not come into the house of the Lord. 5What
will you do on the day of worship, and on the day of the feast of the Lord? 6 For see,
they are going away into Assyria; Egypt will get them together, Memphis will be their
last resting-place; their fair silver vessels will be covered over with field plants, and
thorns will come up in their tents. 7 The days of punishment, the days of reward are
come; Israel will be put to shame; the prophet is foolish, the man who has the spirit
is off his head, because of your great sin. 8There is great hate against the watchman of
Ephraim, the people ofmyGod; as for the prophet, there is a net in all hisways, andhate
in the house of his God. 9 They have gone deep in evil as in the days of Gibeah; he will
keep in mind their wrongdoing, he will give them punishment for their sins. 10 I made
discovery of Israel as of grapes in the waste land; I saw your fathers as the first-fruits
of the fig-tree in her early fruit time; but they came to Baal-peor, and made themselves
holy to the thingof shame, andbecamedisgusting like that towhich theygave their love.
11As for Ephraim, their glory will go in flight like a bird: there will be no birth and no
onewith child andno giving of life. 12Even though their childrenhave come to growth I
will take themaway, so that not amanwill be there; for their evil-doingwill be complete
and they will be put to shame because of it. 13As I have seen a beast whose young have
been taken from her, so Ephraim will give birth to children only for them to be put to
death. 14O Lord, what will you give them? Give them bodies which may not give birth
and breasts without milk. 15All their evil-doing is in Gilgal; there I had hate for them;
because of their evil-doing Iwill send themout ofmy house; theywill no longer be dear
to me; all their rulers are uncontrolled. 16 The rod has come on Ephraim, their root is
dry, let them have no fruit; even though they give birth, I will put to death the dearest
fruit of their bodies. 17My God will give them up because they did not give ear to him;
they will be wandering among the nations.

10
1 Israel is a branching vine, full of fruit; as his fruit is increased, so the number of

his altars is increased; as the land is fair, so they have made fair pillars. 2 Their mind
is taken away; now they will be made waste: he will have their altars broken down, he
will give their pillars todestruction. 3Now, truly, theywill say,Wehavenoking,wehave
no fear of the Lord; and the king, what is he able to do for us? 4Their words are foolish;
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theymake agreementswith false oaths, so punishmentwill come up like a poison-plant
in a ploughed field. 5 The people of Samaria will be full of fear because of the ox of
Beth-aven; its people will have sorrow for it, and its priests will give cries of grief for
its glory, for the glory has gone in flight. 6And they will take it to Assyria and give it to
the great king; shame will come on Ephraim, and Israel will be shamed because of its
image. 7As for Samaria, her king is cut off, like mist on the water. 8And the high places
of Aven, the sin of Israel, will come to destruction; thorns andwaste plantswill comeup
on their altars; theywill say to themountains, Be a cover over us; and to the hills, Come
down on us. 9O Israel, you have done evil from the days of Gibeah; there they took up
their position, so that the fighting against the children of evil might not overtake them
inGibeah. 10 I will come and give thempunishment; and the peopleswill come together
against themwhen I give them the reward of their two sins. 11And Ephraim is a trained
cow, taking pleasure in crushing the grain; but I have put a yoke on her fair neck; I will
put a horseman on the back of Ephraim; Judah will be working the plough, Jacob will
be turning up the earth. 12 Put in the seed of righteousness, get in your grain in mercy,
let your unploughed earth be turned up: for it is time to make search for the Lord, till
he comes and sends righteousness on you like rain. 13You have been ploughing sin, you
have got in a store of evil, the fruit of deceit has been your food: for youput faith in your
way, in the number of yourmen ofwar. 14So a great outcrywill go up from among your
people, and all your strong placeswill be broken, as Beth-arbel was broken by Shalman
in the day of war, as the mother was broken on the rocks with her children. 15 So will
Beth-el do to you because of your evil-doing; at dawn will the king of Israel be cut off
completely.

11
1When Israel was a child hewas dear tome; and I tookmy son out of Egypt. 2When I

sent for them, then theywent away fromme; theymade offerings to the Baals, burning
perfumes to images. 3But Iwas guiding Ephraim's footsteps; I took themup inmyarms,
but they were not conscious that I was ready to make them well. 4 I made them come
after mewith the cords of aman, with the bands of love; I was to them as onewho took
the yoke from off their mouths, putting meat before them. 5Hewill go back to the land
of Egypt and the Assyrian will be his king, because they would not come back to me.
6And the swordwill go throughhis towns,wastinghis children and causing destruction
because of their evil designs. 7My people are given up to sinning against me; though
their voice goes up on high, no one will be lifting them up. 8Howmay I give you up, O
Ephraim? howmay I be your saviour, O Israel? howmay I make you like Admah? how
may Ido to youas I did toZeboim? Myheart is turned inme, it is softwithpity. 9 Iwill not
put into effect the heat of my wrath; I will not again send destruction on Ephraim; for I
amGod and notman, the Holy One among you; I will not put an end to you. 10Theywill
go after the Lord; his cry will be like that of a lion; his cry will be loud, and the children
will come from the west, shaking with fear; 11 Shaking with fear like a bird, they will
come out of Egypt, like a dove out of the land of Assyria: and I will give them rest in
their houses, says the Lord. 12 The deceit of Ephraim and the false words of Israel are
about me on every side. ...

12
1Ephraim's food is the wind, and he goes after the east wind: deceit and destruction

are increasingdaybyday; theymakeanagreementwithAssyria, and takeoil intoEgypt.
2The Lord has a cause against Judah, andwill give punishment to Jacob for hisways; he
will give him the reward of his acts. 3 In the body of his mother he took his brother by
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the foot, and in his strength he was fighting with God; 4He had a fight with the angel
and overcame him; he made request for grace to him with weeping; he came face to
face with him in Beth-el and there his words came to him; 5 Even the Lord, the God of
armies; the Lord is his name. 6 So then, come back to your God; keep mercy and right,
and be waiting at all times on your God. 7As for Canaan, the scales of deceit are in his
hands; he takes pleasure in twisted ways. 8And Ephraim said, Now I have got wealth
andmuch property; in all myworks no sinmay be seen inme. 9But I am the Lord your
God from the land of Egypt; I will give you tents for your living-places again as in the
days of the holy meeting. 10Myword came to the ears of the prophets and I gave them
visions in great number, and by themouths of the prophets I made use of comparisons.
11 In Gilead there is evil. They are quite without value; in Gilgal they make offerings
of oxen; truly their altars are like masses of stones in the hollows of a ploughed field.
12And Jacobwent in flight into the field of Aram, and Israel became a servant for awife,
and for a wife he kept sheep. 13 And by a prophet the Lord made Israel come up out
of Egypt, and by a prophet he was kept safe. 14 I have been bitterly moved to wrath by
Ephraim; so that his bloodwill be on him, and the Lordwill make his shame come back
on him.

13
1When thewords ofmy law came fromEphraim, hewas lifted up in Israel; but when

he did evil through the Baal, death overtook him. 2And now their sins are increased;
they have made themselves a metal image, false gods from their silver, after their
designs, all of them the work of the metal-workers; they say of them, Let them give
offerings, let men give kisses to the oxen. 3 So they will be like the morning cloud, like
the dewwhich goes early away, like the dust of the grain which the wind is driving out
of the crushing-floor, like smoke going up from the fireplace. 4 But I am the Lord your
God, fromthe landofEgypt; youhaveknowledgeofnootherGodand there isno saviour
but me. 5 I had knowledge of you in the waste land where no water was. 6When I gave
them food they were full, and their hearts were full of pride, and they did not keep me
in mind. 7 So I will be like a lion to them; as a cruel beast I will keep watch by the road;
8 I will come face to facewith them like a bearwhose young ones have been taken from
her, and their inmost hearts will be broken; there the dogs will make a meal of them;
theywill bewoundedby thebeasts of thefield. 9 I have sent destruction onyou, O Israel;
who will be your helper? 10Where is your king, that he may be your saviour? and all
your rulers, that they may take up your cause? of whom you said, Give me a king and
rulers. 11 I have given you a king, because I was angry, and have taken him away inmy
wrath. 12 The wrongdoing of Ephraim is shut up; his sin is put away in secret. 13 The
pains of a woman in childbirth will come on him: he is an unwise son, for at this time
it is not right for him to keep his place when children come to birth. 14 I will give the
price tomake them free from the power of the underworld, I will be their saviour from
death: O death! where are your pains? O underworld! where is your destruction? my
eyes will have no pity. 15 Though he gives fruit among his brothers, an east wind will
come, the wind of the Lord coming up from the waste land, and his spring will become
dry, his fountain will be without water: it will make waste the store of all the vessels of
his desire. 16 Samaria will be made waste, for she has gone against her God: they will
be cut downby the sword, their little childrenwill be broken on the rocks, theirwomen
who are with child will be cut open.

14
1O Israel, come back to the Lord your God; for your evil-doing has been the cause of
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your fall. 2 Take with you words, and come back to the Lord; say to him, Let there be
forgiveness for all wrongdoing, so that wemay take what is good, and give in payment
the fruit of our lips. 3 Assyria will not be our salvation; we will not go on horses; we
will not again say to the work of our hands, You are our gods; for in you there is mercy
for the child who has no father. 4 I will put right their errors; freely will my love be
given to them, formywrath is turned away from him. 5 I will be as the dew to Israel; he
will put out flowers like a lily, and send out his roots like Lebanon. 6His branches will
be stretched out, he will be beautiful as the olive-tree and sweet-smelling as Lebanon.
7 They will come back and have rest in his shade; their life will be made new like the
grain, and they will put out flowers like the vine; his name will be like the wine of
Lebanon. 8As for Ephraim, what has he to do with false gods any longer? I have given
ananswer and Iwill keepwatchoverhim; I am like abranchingfir-tree, frommecomes
your fruit. 9 He who is wise will see these things; he who has good sense will have
knowledge of them. For the ways of the Lord are straight, and the upright will go in
them, but sinners will be falling in them.
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The Book of
Joel

1 The word of the Lord which came to Joel, the son of Pethuel. 2Give ear to this, you
old men, and take note, you people of the land. Has this ever been in your days, or in
the days of your fathers? 3Give the story of it to your children, and let them give it to
their children, and their children to another generation. 4What thewormdid notmake
ameal of, has been taken by the locust; and what the locust did not take, has been food
for the plant-worm; and what the plant-worm did not take, has been food for the field-
fly. 5Come out of your sleep, you who are overcome with wine, and give yourselves to
weeping; give cries of sorrow, all you drinkers of wine, because of the sweetwine; for it
has been cut off fromyourmouths. 6For a nation has comeup overmy land, strong and
without number; his teeth are the teeth of a lion, and he has the back teeth of a great
lion. 7 By him my vine is made waste and my fig-tree broken: he has taken all its fruit
and sent it down to the earth; its branches aremadewhite. 8Make sounds of grief like a
virgin dressed in haircloth for the husband of her early years. 9The meal offering and
the drink offering have been cut off from the house of the Lord; the priests, the Lord's
servants, are sorrowing. 10Thefields arewasted, the land has becomedry; for the grain
is wasted, the new wine is kept back, the oil is poor. 11 The farmers are shamed, the
workers in the vine-gardens give cries of grief, for the wheat and the barley; for the
produce of the fields has come to destruction. 12 The vine has become dry and the fig-
tree is feeble; the pomegranate and the palm-tree and the apple-tree, even all the trees
of the field, are dry: because joy has gone from the sons of men. 13Put haircloth round
you and give yourselves to sorrow, you priests; give cries of grief, you servants of the
altar: come in, and, clothed in haircloth, let the night go past, you servants of my God:
for themeal offering and the drink offering have been kept back from the house of your
God. 14Let a time be fixed for going without food, have a holy meeting, let the old men,
even all the people of the land, come together to the house of the Lord your God, crying
out to the Lord. 15Sorrow for the day! for the day of the Lord is near, and as destruction
from the Ruler of all it will come. 16 Is not food cut off before our eyes? joy and delight
from the house of our God? 17The grains have become small and dry under the spade;
the store-houses aremadewaste, the grain-stores are broken down; for the grain is dry
and dead. 18What sounds of pain come from the beasts! the herds of cattle are at a loss
because there is no grass for them; even theflocks of sheep are no longer to be seen. 19O
Lord, my cry goes up to you: for fire has put an end to the grass-lands of the waste, and
all the trees of thefield are burnedwith its flame. 20Thebeasts of thefield are turning to
youwith desire: for thewater-streams are dry andfire has put an end to the grass-lands
of the waste.

2
1 Let the horn be sounded in Zion, and a war-cry in my holy mountain; let all the

people of the land be troubled: for the day of the Lord is coming; 2For a day of dark and
deep shade is near, a day of cloud and black night: like a black cloud a great and strong
people is covering the mountains; there has never been any like them and will not be
after them again, from generation to generation. 3Before them fire sends destruction,
and after them flame is burning: the land is like the garden of Eden before them, and
after them an unpeopled waste; truly, nothing has been kept safe from them. 4 Their
form is like the form of horses, and they are running like war-horses. 5Like the sound
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of war-carriages they go jumping on the tops of themountains; like the noise of a flame
of fire burning up the grain-stems, like a strong people lined up for the fight. 6At their
coming the people are bentwith pain: all faces become red together. 7They are running
like strong men, they go over the wall like men of war; every man goes straight on his
way, their lines are not broken. 8 No one is pushing against another; everyone goes
straight onhisway: bursting through the swordpoints, their order is not broken. 9They
makea rushon the town, running on thewall; they goup into thehouses and in through
the windows like a thief. 10 The earth is troubled before them and the heavens are
shaking: the sunand themoonhavebecomedark, and the stars keepback their shining:
11And theLord is thunderingbeforehis forces; forverygreat ishis army; forhe is strong
who gives effect to his word: for the day of the Lord is great and greatly to be feared,
and who has strength against it? 12But even now, says the Lord, come back to me with
all your heart, keeping from food, with weeping and with sorrow: 13 Let your hearts
be broken, and not your clothing, and come back to the Lord your God: for he is full of
grace andpity, slow to be angry and great inmercy, ready to be turned fromhis purpose
of punishment. 14May it not be that he will again let his purpose be changed and let a
blessing come after him, even a meal offering and a drink offering for the Lord your
God? 15Let a horn be sounded in Zion, let a time be fixed for going without food, have
a holy meeting: 16Get the people together, make the mass of the people holy, send for
the old men, get together the children and babies at the breast: let the newly married
man come out of his room and the bride from her tent. 17 Let the priests, the servants
of the Lord, be weeping between the covered way and the altar, and let them say, Have
mercy onyourpeople, OLord, donot give upyourheritage to shame, so that thenations
become their rulers: why let them say among the peoples, Where is their God? 18Then
the Lord had a care for the honour of his land and had pity on his people. 19 And the
Lord made answer and said to his people, See, I will send you grain and wine and oil
in full measure: and I will no longer let you be shamed among the nations: 20 I will
send the one from the north far away from you, driving him into a dry and waste land,
with his front to the sea of the east and his back to the sea of the west, and the smell
of him will go up, even his evil smell will go up. 21Have no fear, O land; be glad with
great joy; for the Lord has done great things. 22Have no fear, you beasts of the field,
for the grass-lands of the waste are becoming green, for the trees are producing fruit,
the fig-tree and the vine give out their strength. 23 Be glad, then, you children of Zion,
and have joy in the Lord your God: for he gives you food in full measure, making the
rain come down for you, the early and the late rain as at the first. 24And the floors will
be full of grain, and the crushing-places overflowing with wine and oil. 25 I will give
back to you the years which were food for the locust, the plant-worm, the field-fly, and
theworm,my great armywhich I sent among you. 26Youwill have food in fullmeasure,
andgivepraise to thenameof theLordyourGod,whohasdonewonders for you: 27And
you will be certain that I am in Israel, and that I am the Lord your God, and there is no
other: and my people will never be shamed. 28And after that, it will come about, says
the Lord, that I will send my spirit on all flesh; and your sons and your daughters will
be prophets, your old men will have dreams, your young men will see visions: 29And
on the servants and the servant-girls in those days I will sendmy spirit. 30And I will let
wonders be seen in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and pillars of smoke.
31The sun will be made dark and the moon turned to blood, before the great day of the
Lord comes, a day to be feared. 32And it will be that whoever makes his prayer to the
nameof theLordwill be kept safe: for inMount Zion and in Jerusalemsomewill be kept
safe, as the Lord has said, and will be among the small bandmarked out by the Lord.
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3
1 For in those days and in that time, when I let the fate of Judah and Jerusalem be

changed, 2 I will get together all the nations, andmake them come down into the valley
of Jehoshaphat; and there I will take up with them the cause of my people and of my
heritage Israel, whom they have sent wandering among the nations, and of my land
whichhasbeenpartedby them. 3And theyhaveput the fate ofmypeople to thedecision
of chance: giving a boy for the price of a loose woman and a girl for a drink of wine.
4And further, what are you to me, O Tyre and Zidon and all the circle of Philistia? will
you give me back any payment? and if you do, quickly and suddenly I will send it back
on your head, 5For you have takenmy silver andmy gold, putting in the houses of your
gods my beautiful and pleasing things. 6And the children of Judah and the children of
Jerusalem you have given for a price to the sons of the Greeks, to send them far away
from their land: 7See, Iwill have themmoved from theplacewhereyouhave sent them,
and will let what you have done come back on your head; 8 I will give your sons and
your daughters into the hands of the children of Judah for a price, and they will give
them for a price to themen of Sheba, a nation far off: for the Lord has said it. 9Give this
out among the nations; make ready for war: get the strong men awake; let all the men
of war come near, let them come up. 10Get your plough-blades hammered into swords,
and your vine-knives into spears: let the feeble say, I am strong. 11 Come quickly, all
you nations round about, and get yourselves together there: make your strong ones
come down, O Lord. 12Let the nations be awake, and come to the valley of Jehoshaphat:
for there I will be seated as judge of all the nations round about. 13 Put in the blade,
for the grain is ready: come, get you down, for the wine-crusher is full, the vessels are
overflowing; for great is their evil-doing. 14Masses onmasses in the valley of decision!
for the day of the Lord is near in the valley of decision. 15 The sun and the moon have
become dark, and the stars keep back their shining. 16And the Lord will be thundering
from Zion, and his voice will be sounding from Jerusalem; and the heavens and the
earth will be shaking: but the Lord will be a breastplate for his people and a strong
place for the children of Israel. 17And you will be certain that I am the Lord your God,
living in Zion, my holy mountain: and Jerusalem will be holy, and no strange person
will ever again go through her. 18And it will come about in that day that themountains
will be dropping sweetwine, and the hills will be flowingwithmilk, and all the streams
of Judah will be flowing with water; and a fountain will come out from the house of
the Lord, watering the valley of acacia-trees. 19Egypt will be a waste and Edom a land
of destruction, because of the evil done to the children of Judah, because they have let
blood be drained out in their land without cause. 20But Judah will be peopled for ever,
and Jerusalem from generation to generation. 21And I will send punishment for their
blood, for which punishment has not been sent, for the Lord is living in Zion.
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The Book of
Amos

1 The words of Amos, who was among the herdsmen of Tekoa; what he saw about
Israel in the days of Uzziah, king of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam, the son of Joash,
king of Israel, two years before the earth-shock. 2Andhe said, The Lordwill give a lion's
cry fromZion, his voicewill be sounding fromJerusalem; and thefields of thekeepers of
sheepwill becomedry, and the top of Carmelwill bewasted away. 3These are thewords
of the Lord: For three crimes of Damascus, and for four, I will not let its fate be changed;
because they have been crushing Gilead with iron grain-crushing instruments. 4And
I will send a fire into the house of Hazael, burning up the great houses of Ben-hadad.
5 And I will have the locks of the door of Damascus broken, and him who is seated in
power cut off from the valley of Aven, and him inwhose hand is the rod from the house
of Eden; and thepeople ofAramwill go awayasprisoners intoKir, says theLord. 6These
are the words of the Lord: For three crimes of Gaza, and for four, I will not let its fate
be changed; because they took all the people away prisoners, to give them up to Edom.
7 And I will send a fire on the wall of Gaza, burning up its great houses: 8Him who is
seated in power I will have cut off fromAshdod, and him inwhose hand is the rod from
Ashkelon; andmy handwill be turned against Ekron, and the rest of the Philistineswill
come to destruction, says the Lord God. 9 These are the words of the Lord: For three
crimes of Tyre, and for four, Iwill not let its fate be changed; because they gaveupall the
people prisoners to Edom,without giving a thought to thebrothers' agreement between
them. 10And I will send a fire on the wall of Tyre, burning up its great houses. 11These
are thewords of the Lord: For three crimes of Edom, and for four, Iwill not let its fate be
changed; because his swordwas turned against his brother, without pity, and hiswrath
was burning at all times, and he was angry for ever. 12And I will send a fire on Teman,
burning up the great houses of Bozrah. 13 These are the words of the Lord: For three
crimes of the children of Ammon, and for four, I will not let its fate be changed; because
in Gilead they hadwomenwith child cut open, so that theymightmakewider the limits
of their land. 14And Iwillmake a fire in thewall of Rabbah, burning up its great houses,
with loud cries in the days ofwar, with a storm in the day of the greatwind: 15And their
king will be made prisoner, he and his captains together, says the Lord.

2
1These are thewords of the Lord: For three crimes ofMoab, and for four, I will not let

its fate be changed; because he had the bones of the king of Edomburned to dust. 2And
I will send a fire onMoab, burning up the great houses of Kerioth: and death will come
onMoab with noise and outcries and the sound of the horn: 3And I will have the judge
cut off from among them, and all their captains I will put to death with him, says the
Lord. 4 These are the words of the Lord: For three crimes of Judah, and for four, I will
not let its fate be changed; because they have given up the law of the Lord, and have
not kept his rules; and their false ways, in which their fathers went, have made them
go out of the right way. 5And I will send a fire on Judah, burning up the great houses of
Jerusalem. 6These are the words of the Lord: For three crimes of Israel, and for four, I
will not let its fate be changed; because they have given the upright man for silver, and
thepoor for theprice of two shoes; 7Crushing theheadof thepoor, and turning the steps
of the gentle out of the way: and a man and his father go in to the same young woman,
putting shame on my holy name: 8By every altar they are stretched on clothing taken
from those who are in their debt, drinking in the house of their god the wine of those
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who have made payment for wrongdoing. 9 Though I sent destruction on the Amorite
before them, who was tall as the cedar and strong as the oak-tree, cutting off his fruit
from on high and his roots from under the earth. 10And I took you up out of the land
of Egypt, guiding you for forty years in the waste land, so that you might take for your
heritage the landof theAmorite. 11And someof your sons Imadeprophets, and someof
your youngmen I made separate for myself. Is it not even so, O children of Israel? says
theLord. 12But to thosewhowere separate yougavewine fordrink; and to theprophets
you said, Be prophets no longer. 13See, I amcrushing youdown, as one is crushedunder
a cart full of grain. 14And flight will be impossible for the quick-footed, and the force of
the strong will become feeble, and the man of war will not get away safely: 15And the
bowman will not keep his place; he who is quick-footed will not get away safely: and
the horseman will not keep his life. 16And he who is without fear among the fighting
menwill go in flight without his clothing in that day, says the Lord.

3
1 Give ear to this word which the Lord has said against you, O children of Israel,

against all the family which I took up out of the land of Egypt, saying, 2 You only of all
the families of the earth have I taken care of: for this reason I will send punishment on
you for all your sins. 3 Is it possible for two to go walking together, if not by agreement?
4Will a lion give his loud cry in the woodland when no food is there? will the voice of
the young lion be sounding from his hole if he has taken nothing? 5 Is it possible for a
bird to be taken in a net on the earth where no net has been put for him? will the net
comeup from the earth if it has takennothing at all? 6 If the horn is sounded in the town
will the people not be full of fear? will evil come on a town if the Lord has not done it?
7Certainly the Lord will do nothing without making clear his secret to his servants, the
prophets. 8 The cry of the lion is sounding; who will not have fear? The Lord God has
said theword; is it possible for theprophet tokeepquiet? 9Giveout thenews in thegreat
houses of Assyria and in the land of Egypt, and say, Come together on themountains of
Samaria, and seewhat great outcries are there, andwhat cruel acts are done in it. 10For
they have no knowledge of how to do what is right, says the Lord, who are storing up
violent acts and destruction in their great houses. 11 For this reason, says the Lord, an
attackerwill come, shutting in the landonevery side; andyour strengthwill comedown
and your great houses will be made waste. 12 These are the words of the Lord: As the
keeper of sheep takes out of the mouth of the lion two legs or part of an ear; so will the
children of Israel bemade safe, who are resting in Samaria on seats of honour or on the
silk cushions of a bed. 13Give ear now, and givewitness against the family of Jacob, says
the Lord God, the God of armies; 14For in the daywhen I give Israel punishment for his
sins, I will send punishment on the altars of Beth-el, and the horns of the altar will be
cut off and come down to the earth. 15And I will send destruction on the winter house
with the summer house; the ivory houseswill be falling down and the great houseswill
come to an end, says the Lord.

4
1Give ear to this word, you cows of Bashan, who are in the hill of Samaria, by whom

the poor are kept down, and those in need are crushed; who say to their lords, Get out
thewine and give us drink. 2The Lord God has taken an oath by his holy name, that the
days are comingwhen theywill take you awaywith hooks, and the rest of youwith fish-
hooks. 3And youwill go out through the broken places, every one going straight before
her, and you will be sent into Harmon, says the Lord. 4 Come to Beth-el and do evil; to
Gilgal, increasing thenumberof your sins; comewithyourofferings everymorningand
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your tenthsevery threedays: 5Let thatwhich is leavenedbeburnedasapraise-offering,
let the news of your free offerings be given out publicly; for this is pleasing to you, O
children of Israel, says the Lord. 6But in all your towns I have kept food fromyour teeth,
and in all your places there has been need of bread: and still you have not come back
to me, says the Lord. 7And I have kept back the rain from you, when it was still three
months before the grain-cutting: I sent rain on one town and kept it back fromanother:
one part was rained on, and the part where there was no rain became awaste. 8So two
or three towns went wandering to one town looking for water, and did not get enough:
and still you have not come back tome, says the Lord. 9 I have sent destruction on your
fieldsbyburninganddisease: the increaseof yourgardensandyourvine-gardens, your
fig-treesandyourolive-trees, hasbeen food forworms: andstill youhavenot comeback
tome, says theLord. 10 I have sent disease amongyou, as itwas inEgypt: I haveput your
young men to the sword, and have taken away your horses; I have made the evil smell
from your tents come up to your noses: and still you have not come back to me, says
the Lord. 11And I have sent destruction among you, as when God sent destruction on
Sodom and Gomorrah, and youwere like a burning stick pulled out of the fire: and still
you have not come back tome, says the Lord. 12So this is what I will do to you, O Israel:
and because I will do this to you, be ready for a meeting with your God, O Israel. 13For
see, he who gave form to the mountains and made the wind, giving knowledge of his
purpose toman, whomakes themorning dark, and is walking on the high places of the
earth: the Lord, the God of armies, is his name.

5
1Give ear to this word, my song of sorrow over you, O children of Israel. 2The virgin

of Israel has been made low, never again to be lifted up: she is stretched out by herself
on her land; there is no one to put her on her feet again. 3For these are thewords of the
Lord God: The town which was able to send out a thousand, will have only a hundred;
and thatwhich sent out ahundred,will haveonly ten, in Israel. 4For theseare thewords
of the Lord to the children of Israel: Let your hearts be turned to me, so that you may
have life: 5Do not be looking for help to Beth-el, and do not go to Gilgal, or make your
way to Beer-sheba: for Gilgal will certainly be taken prisoner, and Beth-el will come
to nothing. 6 Go to the Lord for help so that you may have life; for fear that he may
come like fire bursting out in the family of Joseph, causing destruction, and there will
be no one to put it out in Beth-el. 7 You who make the work of judging a bitter thing,
crushing down righteousness to the earth; 8Go for help to him who makes Orion and
the Pleiades, by whom the deep dark is turned into morning, whomakes the day black
with night; whose voice goes out to the waters of the sea, sending them out over the
face of the earth: the Lord is his name; 9Who sends sudden destruction on the strong,
so that destruction comes on the walled town. 10 They have hate for him who makes
protest against evil in the public place, and hewhose words are upright is disgusting to
them. 11 So because the poor man is crushed under your feet, and you take taxes from
him of grain: you have made for yourselves houses of cut stone, but you will not take
your rest in them; the fair vine-gardens planted by your hands will not give you wine.
12 For I have seen how your evil-doing is increased and how strong are your sins, you
troublers of the upright, who take rewards and dowrong to the cause of the poor in the
public place. 13So thewise will say nothing in that time; for it is an evil time. 14Go after
good and not evil, so that life may be yours: and so the Lord, the God of armies, will be
with you, as you say. 15Be haters of evil and lovers of good, and let right be done in the
public place: it may be that the Lord, the God of armies, will have mercy on the rest of
Joseph. 16So these are the words of the Lord, the God of armies, the Lord: There will be
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weeping in all the open spaces; and in all the streets theywill say, Sorrow! sorrow! and
they will get in the farmer to the weeping, and the makers of sad songs to give cries of
grief. 17 In all the vine-gardens there will be cries of grief: for I will go through among
you, says the Lord. 18Sorrow to youwho are looking for the day of the Lord! what is the
day of the Lord to you? it is dark and not light. 19As if aman, running away from a lion,
came face to face with a bear; or went into the house and put his hand on the wall and
got a bite from a snake. 20Will not the day of the Lord be dark and not light? even very
dark, with no light shining in it? 21Your feasts are disgusting to me, I will have nothing
to dowith them; Iwill take no delight in your holymeetings. 22Even if you giveme your
burned offerings and your meal offerings, I will not take pleasure in them: I will have
nothing todowith thepeace-offeringsof your fat beasts. 23Takeaway fromme thenoise
of your songs;my ears are shut to themelody of your instruments. 24But let the right go
rolling on like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 25Did you come
to me with offerings of beasts and meal offerings in the waste land for forty years, O
Israel? 26 Truly, you will take up Saccuth your king and Kaiwan your images, the star
of your god, which you made for yourselves. 27And I will send you away as prisoners
farther than Damascus, says the Lord, whose name is the God of armies.

6
1Sorrow to thosewho are resting in comfort in Zion, and to thosewho have no fear of

danger in themountain of Samaria, the notedmen of the chief of the nations, to whom
the people of Israel come! 2Go on to Calneh and see; and from there go to Hamath the
great; then go down to Gath of the Philistines: are you better than these kingdoms? or
is your land wider than theirs? 3You who put far away the evil day, causing the rule of
the violent to come near; 4Who are resting on beds of ivory, stretched out on soft seats,
feasting on lambs from theflockandyoungoxen from the cattle-house; 5Making foolish
songs to the sound of corded instruments, and designing for themselves instruments of
music, like David; 6Drinking wine in basins, rubbing themselves with the best oils; but
they have no grief for the destruction of Joseph. 7 So now they will go away prisoners
with the first of those who are made prisoners, and the loud cry of those who were
stretched out will come to an end. 8 The Lord God has taken an oath by himself, says
the Lord, the God of armies: the pride of Jacob is disgusting to me, and I have hate for
his great houses: so I will give up the town with everything in it. 9 Then it will come
about that if there are still ten men in a house, death will overtake them. 10And when
a man's relation, even the one who is responsible for burning his body, lifting him up
to take his bones out of the house, says to him who is in the inmost part of the house,
Is there still anyone with you? and he says, No; then he will say, Keep quiet, for the
name of the Lordmay not be named. 11For see, at the order of the Lord the great house
will be full of cracks and the little house will be broken. 12 Is it possible for horses to go
running on the rock? may the sea be ploughed with oxen? for the right to be turned by
you into poison, and the fruit of righteousness into a bitter plant? 13 You whose joy is
in a thing of no value, who say, Have we not taken for ourselves horns by the strength
which is ours? 14 For see, I will send against you a nation, O Israel, says the Lord, the
God of armies, ruling you cruelly from the way into Hamath as far as the stream of the
Arabah.

7
1 This is what the Lord God let me see: and I saw that, when the growth of the late

grass was starting, he made locusts; it was the late growth after the king's cutting was
done. 2And it cameabout that after theyhad takenall the grass of the land, I said, OLord
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God, have mercy: how will Jacob be able to keep his place? for he is small. 3 The Lord,
changing his purpose about this, said, It will not be. 4 This is what the Lord let me see:
and I saw that the Lord God sent for a great fire to be the instrument of his punishment;
and, after burning up the great deep, it was about to put an end to the Lord's heritage.
5Then said I, O Lord God, let there be an end: howwill Jacob be able to keep his place?
for he is small. 6 The Lord, changing his purpose about this, said, And this will not be.
7 This is what he let me see: and I saw the Lord stationed by a wall made straight by a
weighted line, and he had aweighted line in his hand. 8And the Lord said tome, Amos,
what do you see? And I said, A weighted line. Then the Lord said, See, I will let down
a weighted line among my people Israel; never again will my eyes be shut to their sin:
9 And the high places of Isaac will be unpeopled, and the holy places of Israel will be
madewaste; and I will come up against the family of Jeroboamwith the sword. 10Then
Amaziah, the priest of Beth-el, sent to Jeroboam, king of Israel, saying, Amos has made
designs against you among the people of Israel: the land is troubled by hiswords. 11For
Amos has said, Jeroboam will be put to the sword, and Israel will certainly be taken
away as a prisoner out of his land. 12And Amaziah said to Amos, O seer, go in flight into
the land of Judah, and there get your living byworking as a prophet: 13But be a prophet
no longer at Beth-el: for it is the holy place of the king, and the king's house. 14 Then
Amos in answer said to Amaziah, I am no prophet, or one of the sons of the prophets; I
amaherdman and onewho takes care of sycamore-trees: 15And the Lord tookme from
theflock, and theLord said tome, Go, be aprophet tomypeople Israel. 16Now then, give
ear to theword of the Lord: You say, Be no prophet to Israel, and say not a word against
the people of Isaac. 17So this is what the Lord has said: Yourwifewill be a loosewoman
in the town, and your sons and your daughters will be put to the sword, and your land
will be cut up into parts by a line; and you yourself will come to your end in an unclean
land, and Israel will certainly be taken away a prisoner out of his land.

8
1 This is what the Lord God let me see: and I saw a basket of summer fruit. 2And he

said, Amos,what do you see? And I said, A basket of summer fruit. Then the Lord said to
me, The end has come tomy people Israel; never againwill my eyes be shut to their sin.
3And the songs of the king's house will be cries of pain in that day, says the Lord God:
great will be the number of the dead bodies, and everywhere they will put them out
without a word. 4Give ear to this, you who are crushing the poor, and whose purpose
is to put an end to those who are in need in the land, 5Saying,Whenwill the newmoon
be gone, so that we may do trade in grain? and the Sabbath, so that we may put out in
the market the produce of our fields? making the measure small and the price great,
and trading falsely with scales of deceit; 6Getting the poor for silver, and himwho is in
need for the price of two shoes, and taking a price for thewaste parts of the grain. 7The
Lord has taken an oath by the pride of Jacob, Truly I will ever keep in mind all their
works. 8Will not the land be shaking with fear because of this, and everyone in it have
sorrow? and all of it will be overflowing like the River; and it will be troubled and go
down again like the River of Egypt. 9And it will come about in that day, says the Lord
God, that I willmake the sun go down in themiddle of the day, and Iwillmake the earth
dark indaylight: 10Your feastswill be turned into sorrowandall yourmelody into songs
of grief; everyonewill be clothedwith haircloth, and the hair of every headwill be cut; I
will make theweeping like that for an only son, and the end of it like a bitter day. 11See,
the days are coming, says theLordGod,when Iwill send times of great needon the land,
not need of food or desire for water, but for hearing the words of the Lord. 12And they
will go wandering from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east, running here
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and there in search of the word of the Lord, and they will not get it. 13 In that day the
fair virgins and the young men will be feeble from need of water. 14 Those who make
their oaths by the sin of Samaria and say, By the life of your God, O Dan; and, By the
living way of Beer-sheba; even they will go down, never again to be lifted up.

9
1 I saw the Lord stationed by the side of the altar, giving blows to the tops of the pillars

so that the doorsteps were shaking: and he said, I will let all of them be broken with
earth-shocks; I will put the last of them to the sword: if any one of them goes in flight he
willnot getaway, notoneof themwillbe safe. 2Even if theygodeep into theunderworld,
my hand will take them up from there; if they go up to heaven, I will get them down:
3Though they take cover on the top of Carmel, I will go in search of them and get them
out; though they keep themselves frommy eyes in the bed of the sea, I will give orders
to the great snake there and he will give them a bite: 4And though they are taken away
as prisoners by their attackers, even there will I give orders to the sword to put them to
death: my eyes will be fixed on them for evil and not for good. 5 For the Lord, the God
of armies, is he at whose touch the land is turned to water, and everyone in it will be
given up to sorrow; all of it will be overflowing like the River, and will go down again
like the River of Egypt; 6 It is he whomakes his rooms in the heaven, basing his arch on
the earth; whose voice goes out to the waters of the sea, and sends them flowing over
the face of the earth; theLord is his name. 7Are younot as the childrenof theEthiopians
to me, O children of Israel? says the Lord. Have I not taken Israel up out of the land of
Egypt, and the Philistines from Caphtor, and the Aramaeans fromKir? 8See, the eyes of
the Lord are on the evil kingdom, and Iwill put an end to it in all the earth; but I will not
send complete destruction on Jacob, says the Lord. 9For see, Iwill give orders, and Iwill
have Israel moved about among all the nations, as grain is moved about by the shaking
of the tray, but not the smallest seed will be dropped on the earth. 10All those sinners
among my people will be put to the sword who say, Evil will not overtake us or come
face to face with us. 11 In that day I will put up the tent of David which has come down,
andmake good its broken places; and I will put up again his damagedwalls, building it
up as in the past; 12 So that the rest of Edom may be their heritage, and all the nations
whohavebeennamedbymyname, says the Lord,who is doing this. 13See, the dayswill
come, says the Lord, when the ploughman will overtake him who is cutting the grain,
and the crusherof the grapeshimwho isplanting seed; and sweetwinewill bedropping
from the mountains, and the hills will be turned into streams of wine. 14And I will let
the fate of my people Israel be changed, and they will be building up again the waste
towns and living in them; theywill again be planting vine-gardens and taking the wine
for their drink; and they will make gardens and get the fruit of them. 15And I will have
themplanted in their land, andnever againwill theybeuprooted from their landwhich
I have given them, says the Lord your God.



Obadiah 1 801 Obadiah 21

The Book of
Obadiah

1ThevisionofObadiah. This iswhat theLordhas saidaboutEdom: Wehavehadword
from the Lord, and a representative has been sent among the nations, saying, Up! and
let us make war against her. 2 See, I have made you small among the nations: you are
much looked down on. 3You have been tricked by the pride of your heart, O youwhose
living-place is in the cracks of the rock, whose house is high up; who has said in his
heart,Whowillmakeme comedown to earth? 4Though you goup onhigh like an eagle,
though your house is placed among the stars, I will make you come down from there,
says theLord. 5 If thieves came, attackingyoubynight, (howareyoucutoff!) would they
not go on taking till they had enough? if men came cutting your grapeswould they take
them all? 6How are the things of Esau searched out! how are his secret stores looked
for! 7All the men who were united with you have been false to you, driving you out to
theedgeof the land: themenwhowereatpeacewithyouhaveovercomeyou; theyhave
taken their heritage in your place. 8Will I not, in that day, says the Lord, take away the
wisemenout of Edom, andwisdomout of themountain of Esau? 9Andyourmenofwar,
O Teman, will be overcomewith fear, so that every one of themmay be cut off from the
mountain of Esau. 10Because you were the cause of violent death and because of your
cruel behaviour to your brother Jacob, you will be covered with shame and will be cut
off for ever. 11Because youwere therewatchingwhenmen fromother lands took away
his goods, and strange men came into his doors, and put the fate of Jerusalem to the
decisionof chance; youwere likeoneof them. 12Donot seewithpleasureyourbrother's
evil day, the day of his fate, and do not be glad over the children of Judah on the day of
their destruction, or make wide your mouth on the day of trouble. 13Do not go into the
doors ofmy people on the day of their downfall; do not be looking on their troublewith
pleasure on the day of their downfall, or put your hands on their goods on the day of
their downfall. 14And do not take your place at the cross-roads, cutting off those of his
people who get away; and do not give up to their haters those who are still there in the
day of trouble. 15 For the day of the Lord is coming quickly on all nations: as you have
done itwill be done to you; the reward of your actswill comeonyourhead. 16For as you
have been drinking onmyholymountain, sowill all the nations go on drinkingwithout
end; theywill go ondrinking and thewinewill godown their throats, and theywill be as
if they had never been. 17But in Mount Zion some will be kept safe, and it will be holy;
and the children of Jacob will take their heritage. 18And the children of Jacob will be
a fire and those of Joseph a flame, and the children of Esau dry stems of grass, burned
up by them till all is gone: and there will be no people living in Esau; for the Lord has
said it. 19And they will take the South, and the lowland, and the country of Ephraim,
and Gilead, as their heritage. 20And those of the children of Israel who were the first
to be taken away as prisoners, will have their heritage among the Canaanites as far as
Zarephath; and those whowere taken away from Jerusalem, who are in Sepharad, will
have the towns of the South. 21And those who have been kept safe will come up from
Mount Zion to be judges of themountain of Esau; and the kingdomwill be the Lord's.
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The Book of
Jonah

1 And the word of the Lord came to Jonah, the son of Amittai, saying, 2 Up! go to
Nineveh, that great town, and let your voice come to it; for their evil-doing has come
up beforeme. 3And Jonah got up to go in flight to Tarshish, away from the Lord; and he
went down to Joppa, and saw there a ship going to Tarshish: so he gave them the price
of the journey and went down into it to go with them to Tarshish, away from the Lord.
4And the Lord sent out a great wind on to the sea and there was a violent storm in the
sea, so that the ship seemed in danger of being broken. 5 Then the sailors were full of
fear, every man crying to his god; and the goods in the ship were dropped out into the
sea to make the weight less. But Jonah had gone down into the inmost part of the ship
where he was stretched out in a deep sleep. 6And the ship's captain came to him and
said to him, What are you doing sleeping? Up! say a prayer to your God, if by chance
Godwill give a thought to us, so that wemay not come to destruction. 7And they said to
one another, Come, let us put this to the decision of chance and see on whose account
this evil has come on us. So they did so, and Jonah was seen to be the man. 8Then they
said to him, Nowmake clear to us what is your work, and where you come from? what
is your country, and who are your people? 9 And he said to them, I am a Hebrew, a
worshipper of the Lord, the God of heaven, whomade the sea and the dry land. 10And
the men were in great fear, and they said to him, What is this you have done? For the
men had knowledge of his flight from the Lord because he had not kept it from them.
11And they said to him, What are we to do to you so that the sea may become calm for
us? For the seawas getting rougher and rougher. 12Andhe said to them, Takemeupand
putme into the sea, and the seawill become calm for you: for I am certain that because
of me this great storm has come on you. 13And themenwere working hard to get back
to the land, but theywere not able to do so: for the sea got rougher and rougher against
them. 14 So, crying to the Lord, they said, Give ear to our prayer, O Lord, give ear, and
do not let destruction overtake us because of this man's life; do not put on us the sin of
taking life without cause: for you, O Lord, have done what seemed good to you. 15 So
they took Jonah up and put him into the sea: and the sea was no longer angry. 16 Then
great was the men's fear of the Lord; and they made an offering to the Lord and took
oaths to him. 17And the Lord made ready a great fish to take Jonah into its mouth; and
Jonah was inside the fish for three days and three nights.

2
1 Then Jonah made prayer to the Lord his God from the inside of the fish, and said,

2 In my trouble I was crying to the Lord, and he gave me an answer; out of the deepest
underworld I sent up a cry, and you gave ear to my voice. 3 For you have put me down
into thedeep, into theheart of the sea; and the riverwas roundaboutme; all yourwaves
and your rolling waters went over me. 4And I said, I have been sent away from before
youreyes; howmay I everagain seeyourholyTemple? 5Thewaterswere circling round
me, even to the neck; the deepwas aboutme; the sea-grasswas twisted roundmy head.
6 I went down to the bases of the mountains; as for the earth, her walls were about me
for ever: but you have taken up my life from the underworld, O Lord my God. 7When
my soul in me was overcome, I kept the memory of the Lord: and my prayer came in
to you, into your holy Temple. 8The worshippers of false gods have given up their only
hope. 9 But I will make an offering to you with the voice of praise; I will give effect to
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myoaths. Salvation is the Lord's. 10And at the Lord's order, the fish sent Jonah out of its
mouth on to the dry land.

3
1And the word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2Up! go to Nineveh,

that great town, and give it the word which I have given you. 3 So Jonah got up and
went to Nineveh as the Lord had said. NowNineveh was a very great town, three days'
journey from end to end. 4 And Jonah first of all went a day's journey into the town,
and crying out said, In forty days destruction will overtake Nineveh. 5And the people
of Nineveh had belief in God; and a timewas fixed for goingwithout food, and they put
on haircloth, from the greatest to the least. 6And theword came to the king of Nineveh,
and he got up from his seat of authority, and took off his robe, and covering himself
with haircloth, took his seat in the dust. 7 And he had it given out in Nineveh, By the
order of the king and his great men, no man or beast, herd or flock, is to have a taste
of anything; let them have no food or water: 8And let man and beast be covered with
haircloth, and let themmake strongprayers toGod: and let everyonebe turned fromhis
evil way and the violent acts of their hands. 9Whomay say that Godwill not be turned,
changing his purpose and turning away from his burning wrath, so that destruction
may not overtake us? 10And God saw what they did, how they were turned from their
evil way; and God's purpose was changed as to the evil which he said he would do to
them, and he did it not.

4
1But this seemed verywrong to Jonah, and hewas angry. 2Andhemade prayer to the

Lord and said, O Lord, is this not what I saidwhen Iwas still inmy country? This is why
I took care to go in flight to Tarshish: for Iwas certain that youwere a loving God, full of
pity, slow to be angry and great in mercy, and ready to be turned from your purpose of
evil. 3So now, OLord, give ear tomyprayer and takemy life fromme; for death is better
forme than life. 4And the Lord said, Have you any right to be angry? 5Then Jonahwent
out of the town, and took his seat on the east side of the town andmade himself a roof of
branches and took his seat under its shade till he sawwhat would become of the town.
6And the Lord God made a vine come up over Jonah to give him shade over his head.
And Jonahwasvery gladbecauseof thevine. 7But early on themorningafter, Godmade
ready aworm for the destruction of the vine, and it became dry and dead. 8Thenwhen
the sun came up, God sent a burning east wind: and so great was the heat of the sun
on his head that Jonah was overcome, and, requesting death for himself, said, Death is
better for me than life. 9 And the Lord said to Jonah, Have you any right to be angry
about the vine? And he said, I have a right to be truly angry. 10And the Lord said, You
had pity on the vine, for which you did no work and for the growth of which you were
not responsible; which cameup in a night and came to an end in a night; 11And am I not
to have mercy on Nineveh, that great town, in which there are more than a hundred
and twenty thousand persons without the power of judging between right and left, as
well as much cattle?
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The Book of
Micah

1 The word of the Lord which came to Micah the Morashtite, in the days of Jotham,
Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah: his vision about Samaria and Jerusalem. 2 Give
ear, you peoples, all of you; give attention, O earth and everything in it: let the Lord God
be witness against you, the Lord from his holy Temple. 3 For see, the Lord is coming
out from his place, and will come down, stepping on the high places of the earth. 4And
the mountains will be turned to water under him, and the deep valleys will be broken
open, like wax before the fire, like waters flowing down a slope. 5All this is because of
thewrongdoingof Jacoband the sinsof the childrenof Israel. What is thewrongdoingof
Jacob? is it not Samaria? andwhat are thehighplaces of Judah? are theynot Jerusalem?
6 So I will make Samaria into a field and the plantings of a vine-garden: I will send its
stones falling down into the valley, uncovering its bases. 7And all her pictured images
will be hammered into bits, and all the payments for her loosewayswill be burnedwith
fire, andall the imagesofher gods Iwillmakewaste: forwith thepriceof a loosewoman
she got them together, and as the price of a loose woman will they be given back. 8 For
this I will be full of sorrow and give cries of grief; I will go uncovered and unclothed:
I will give cries of grief like the jackals and will be in sorrow like the ostriches. 9 For
her wounds may not be made well: for it has come even to Judah, stretching up to
the doorway of my people, even to Jerusalem. 10 Give no word of it in Gath, let there
be no weeping at all: at Beth-le-aphrah be rolling in the dust. 11 Be uncovered and go
away, you who are living in Shaphir: the one living in Zaanan has not come out of
her town; Beth-ezel is taken away from its base, even from its resting-place. 12 For the
one living in Maroth is waiting for good: for evil has come down from the Lord to the
doorways of Jerusalem. 13 Let the war-carriage be yoked to the quick-running horse,
you who are living in Lachish: she was the first cause of sin to the daughter of Zion; for
the wrongdoings of Israel were seen in you. 14 For this cause give a parting offering to
Moresheth-gath: the daughter of Achzib will be a deceit to the king of Israel. 15 Even
now will the taker of your heritage come to you, you who are living in Mareshah: the
glory of Israelwill come to destruction for ever. 16Let your head be uncovered and your
hair cut off in sorrow for the children of your delight: let the hair be pulled from your
head like an eagle's; for they have been taken away from you as prisoners.

2
1A curse on the designers of evil, working on their beds! in themorning light they do

it, because it is in their power. 2 They have a desire for fields and take them by force;
and for houses and take them away: they are cruel to a man and his family, even to a
man and his heritage. 3 For this cause the Lord has said, See, against this family I am
purposing an evil from which you will not be able to take your necks away, and you
will be weighted down by it; for it is an evil time. 4 In that day this saying will be said
about you, and this song of grief will be made: The heritage of my people is measured
out, and there is no one to give it back; those who have made us prisoners have taken
our fields from us, and complete destruction has come to us. 5 For this cause you will
have no one tomake the decision by themeasuring line in themeeting of the Lord. 6Let
not words like these be dropped, they say: Shame and the curse will not come to the
family of Jacob! 7 Is the Lord quickly made angry? are these his doings? do not his
words do good to his people Israel? 8As for you, you have become haters of those who
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were at peacewith you: you take the clothing of thosewho gobywithout fear, andmake
them prisoners of war. 9 The women of my people you have been driving away from
their dearly loved children; from their young ones you are taking my glory for ever.
10Up! andgo; for this isnot your rest: because it hasbeenmadeunclean, thedestruction
orderedwill comeon you. 11 If aman camewith a false spirit of deceit, saying, Iwill be a
prophet to youofwine and strongdrink: hewouldbe the sort of prophet for this people.
12 I will certainly make all of you, O Jacob, come together; I will get together the rest of
Israel; I will put them together like the sheep in their circle: like a flock in their green
field; they will be full of the noise of men. 13 The opener of the way will go up before
them: forcing their way out they will go on to the doorway and out through it: their
king will go on before them, and the Lord at their head.

3
1And I said, Give ear, now, you heads of Jacob and rulers of the people of Israel: is it

not for you to have knowledge of what is right? 2Youwho are haters of good and lovers
of evil, pulling off their skin from them and their flesh from their bones; 3 Like meat
they take the flesh ofmy people for their food, skinning them and crushing their bones,
yes, cutting them up as if for the pot, like flesh inside the cooking-pot. 4 Then they will
be crying to the Lord for help, but he will not give them an answer: yes, he will keep
his face veiled from them at that time, because their acts have been evil. 5This is what
the Lord has said about the prophets by whom my people have been turned from the
right way; who, biting with their teeth, say, Peace; and if anyone puts nothing in their
mouths they make ready for war against him. 6 For this cause it will be night for you,
without a vision; and it will be dark for you, without knowledge of the future; the sun
will go downover the prophets, and the daywill be black over them. 7And the seerswill
be shamed, and the readers of the futurewill be at a loss, all of them covering their lips;
for there is no answer fromGod. 8But I truly am full of the spirit of the Lord,with power
of judging andwith strength tomake clear to Jacob hiswrongdoing and to Israel his sin.
9 Then give ear to this, you heads of the children of Jacob, you rulers of the children of
Israel, hating what is right, twisting what is straight. 10They are building up Zion with
blood, and Jerusalem with evil-doing. 11 Its heads take rewards for judging, and the
priests take payment for teaching, and the prophets get silver for reading the future:
but still, supporting themselves on the Lord, they say, Is not the Lord among us? no evil
will overtake us. 12 For this reason, Zion will be ploughed like a field because of you,
and Jerusalemwill become amass of broken walls, and the mountain of the house like
a high place in the woods.

4
1 But in the last days it will come about that the mountain of the Lord's house will

be placed on the top of the mountains, and be lifted up over the hills; and peoples will
be flowing to it. 2 And a number of nations will go and say, Come, and let us go up to
the mountain of the Lord, and to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will give us
knowledge of his ways and we will be guided by his word: for from Zion the law will
go out, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 3And he will be judge between great
peoples, and strong nations far awaywill be ruled by his decisions; their swordswill be
hammered into plough-blades and their spears into vine-knives: nationswill no longer
be lifting up their swords against one another, and knowledge ofwarwill have gone for
ever. 4But every man will be seated under his vine and under his fig-tree, and no one
will be a cause of fear to them: for the mouth of the Lord of armies has said it. 5 For all
the peoples will be walking, every one in the name of his god, and we will be walking
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in the name of the Lord our God for ever and ever. 6 In that day, says the Lord, I will
get together her who goes with uncertain steps, I will get together her who has been
sent away, and her on whom I have sent evil; 7And I will make her whose steps were
uncertain a small band, and her who was feeble a strong nation: and the Lord will be
their King in Mount Zion from now and for ever. 8And you, O tower of the flock, Ophel
of the daughter of Zion, to you it will come, even the earlier authority, the kingdom of
the daughter of Jerusalem. 9Nowwhy are you crying so loudly? is there no king in you?
has destruction come on your wise helper? so that pains have taken you like the pains
of a woman in childbirth: 10Be in pain, make sounds of grief, O daughter of Zion, like a
woman in childbirth: fornowyouwill goout of the town, living in theopencountry, and
will come even to Babylon; there you will have salvation; there the Lord will make you
free from thehands of yourhaters. 11Andnowanumber of nations have come together
against you, and they say, Let her bemade unclean and let our eyes see the fate of Zion.
12But they have no knowledge of the thoughts of the Lord, their minds are not able to
see his purpose: for he has got them together like stems of grain to the crushing-floor.
13Up! and let the grain be crushed, O daughter of Zion, for I will make your horn iron
and your feet brass, and a number of peoples will be broken by you, and you will give
up their increase to the Lord and their wealth to the Lord of all the earth.

5
1Now you will give yourselves deep wounds for grief; they will put up a wall round

us: theywill give the judge of Israel a blowon the facewith a rod. 2Andyou, Beth-lehem
Ephrathah, the least among the families of Judah, out of you onewill come tomewho is
toberuler in Israel;whosegoingouthasbeenpurposed fromtimepast, fromtheeternal
days. 3 For this cause he will give them up till the time when she who is with child has
given birth: then the rest of his brothers will come back to the children of Israel. 4And
he will take his place and give food to his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the glory
of the name of the Lord his God; and their resting-place will be safe: for now he will be
great to the ends of the earth. 5And this will be our peace: when the Assyrian comes
into our country and his feet are in our land, then we will put up against him seven
keepers of the flocks and eight chiefs among men. 6And they will make waste the land
of Assyria with the sword, and the land of Nimrod with the edge of the sword: he will
giveus salvation fromtheAssyrianwhenhe comes intoour country,whenhis feet come
inside the limit of our land. 7And the rest of Jacob will be among the mass of peoples
like dew from the Lord, like showers on the grass, whichmay not be kept back byman,
or be waiting for the sons of men. 8And the rest of Jacob will be among the nations, in
themiddle of themass of peoples, like a lion among thebeasts of thewoods, like a young
lion among the flocks of sheep: if he goes through, they will be crushed under foot and
pulled to bits, and therewill be no saviour. 9Yourhand is lifted up against thosewhoare
against you, and all your haterswill be cut off. 10And itwill come about in that day, says
the Lord, that Iwill take away your horses fromyou, andwill give yourwar-carriages to
destruction: 11 Iwill have the townsof your land cut offandall your strongplacespulled
down: 12 I will put an end to your use of secret arts, and you will have nomore readers
of signs: 13And I will have your images and your pillars cut off from you; and you will
no longer give worship to the work of your hands. 14 I will have your Asherahs pulled
up fromamong you: and Iwill send destruction on your images. 15Andmypunishment
will be effected on the nations with such burning wrath as they have not had word of.

6
1 Give ear now to the words of the Lord: Up! put forward your cause before the
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mountains, let your voice be sounding among the hills. 2Give ear, O you mountains, to
the Lord's cause, and take note, you bases of the earth: for the Lord has a cause against
his people, and he will take it up with Israel. 3O my people, what have I done to you?
how have I been a weariness to you? give answer against me. 4 For I took you up out
of the land of Egypt andmade you free from the prison-house; I sent before youMoses,
Aaron, andMiriam. 5Omypeople, keep inmind nowwhatwas designed by Balak, king
ofMoab, and the answerwhich Balaam, son of Beor, gave him; the events, from Shittim
to Gilgal, so that youmay be certain of the upright acts of the Lord. 6With what am I to
come before the Lord and go with bent head before the high God? am I to come before
himwith burned offerings, with young oxen a year old? 7Will the Lord be pleasedwith
thousands of sheep or with ten thousand rivers of oil? am I to give my first child for
my wrongdoing, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? 8 He has made clear to
you, Oman, what is good; andwhat is desired from you by the Lord; only doingwhat is
right, and loving mercy, and walking without pride before your God. 9The voice of the
Lord is crying out to the town: Give ear, you tribes and themeeting of the town. 10Am I
to let the stores of the evil-doer go out of my memory, and the short measure, which is
cursed? 11 Is it possible forme to letwrong scales and thebagof falseweights gowithout
punishment? 12For itsmenofwealth are cruel, and its peoplehave saidwhat is not true,
and their tongue is false in theirmouth. 13So I havemade a startwith your punishment;
I havemade youwaste because of your sins. 14Youwill have food, but not enough; your
shamewill be everwith you: youwill get your goodsmoved, but youwill not take them
away safely; andwhat you do take away I will give to the sword. 15Youwill put in seed,
but youwill not get in the grain; youwill be crushing olives, but your bodies will not be
rubbedwith the oil; and youwill get in the grapes, but youwill have nowine. 16For you
have kept the laws of Omri and all the works of the family of Ahab, and you have been
guided by their designs: so that I might make you a cause of wonder and your people a
cause of hisses; and the shame of my people will be on you.

7
1Sorrow is mine! for I am as when they have got in the summer fruits, like the last of

the grapes: there is nothing for food, not even an early fig formydesire. 2The goodman
is gone from the earth, there is no one upright amongmen: they are all waiting secretly
for blood, everyman is going after his brotherwith a net. 3Their hands aremade ready
to do evil; the ruler makes requests for money, and the judge is looking for a reward;
and the great man gives decisions at his pleasure, and the right is twisted. 4The best of
them is like a waste plant, and their upright ones are like a wall of thorns. Sorrow! the
day of their fate has come; now will trouble come on them. 5 Put no faith in a friend,
do not let your hope be placed in a relation: keep watch on the doors of your mouth
against her who is resting on your breast. 6 For the son puts shame on his father, the
daughter goes against her mother and the daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;
and aman's haters are those of his family. 7But as forme, I am looking to the Lord; I am
waiting for the God of my salvation: the ears of my God will be open to me. 8Do not be
gladbecause ofmy sorrow, Omyhater: aftermy fall Iwill be liftedup;when I amseated
in the dark, the Lordwill be a light tome. 9 Iwill undergo thewrath of the Lord, because
of my sin against him; till he takes upmy cause and does what is right for me: when he
makesme come out into the light, I will see his righteousness; 10Andmyhaterwill see it
and be covered with shame; she who said to me, Where is the Lord your God? my eyes
will see their desire effected on her, now she will be crushed under foot like the dust of
the streets. 11 A day for building your walls! in that day will your limits be stretched
far and wide. 12 In that day they will come to you from Assyria and the towns of Egypt,
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and from Egypt even to the River, and from sea to sea and frommountain tomountain.
13 But the land will become a waste because of its people, as the fruit of their works.
14Keep your people safe with your rod, the flock of your heritage, living by themselves
in thewoods in themiddle of Carmel: let them get their food in Bashan and Gilead as in
the past. 15As in the days when you came out from the land of Egypt, let us see things
of wonder. 16The nationswill see and be shamed because of all their strength; theywill
put their hands on their mouths, their ears will be stopped. 17 They will take dust as
their food like a snake, like the thingswhich go flat on the earth; theywill come shaking
with fear out of their secret places: they will come with fear to the Lord our God, full
of fear because of you. 18Who is a God like you, offering forgiveness for evil-doing and
overlooking the sins of the rest of his heritage? he does not keep his wrath for ever,
because his delight is in mercy. 19He will again have pity on us; he will put our sins
under his feet: and you will send all our sins down into the heart of the sea. 20You will
make clear your good faith to Jacob and yourmercy to Abraham, as you gave your oath
to our fathers from times long past.
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The Book of
Nahum

1Theword about Nineveh. The book of the vision of Nahum the Elkoshite. 2The Lord
is a God who takes care of his honour and gives punishment for wrong; the Lord gives
punishment and is angry; the Lord sends punishment on those who are against him,
being angrywith his haters. 3The Lord is slow to get angry and great in power, andwill
not let the sinner go without punishment: the way of the Lord is in the wind and the
storm, and the clouds are thedust of his feet. 4He says sharpwords to the sea andmakes
it dry, drying up all the rivers: Bashan is feeble, and Carmel, and the flower of Lebanon
is without strength. 5The mountains are shaking because of him, and the hills flowing
away; the earth is falling to bits before him, the world and all who are in it. 6Whomay
keep his place before his wrath? and who may undergo the heat of his passion? his
wrath is let loose like fire and the rocks are broken open by him. 7 The Lord is good,
a strong place in the day of trouble; and he has knowledge of those who take him for
their safe cover. 8 But like water overflowing he will take them away; he will put an
end to those who come up against him, driving his haters into the dark. 9What are you
designing against the Lord? he will put an end to it: his haters will not come up again a
second time. 10For though they are like twisted thorns, and are overcomeaswith drink,
theywill come to destruction like stems of grass fully dry. 11One has gone out from you
who is designing evil against the Lord, whose purposes are of no value. 12This is what
the Lord has said: The days of my cause against you are ended; they are cut off and
past. Though I have sent trouble on you, you will no longer be troubled. 13And now I
will let his yoke be broken off you, and your chains be parted. 14The Lord has given an
order about you, that no more of your name are to be planted: from the house of your
gods I will have the pictured and metal images cut off; I will make your last resting-
place a place of shame; for you are completely evil. 15 See on the mountains the feet of
him who comes with good news, giving word of peace! Keep your feasts, O Judah, give
effect to your oaths: for the good-for-nothing man will never again go through you; he
is completely cut off.

2
1 A crusher has come up before your face: keep a good look-out, let the way be

watched, make yourself strong, let your power be greatly increased. 2For the Lord will
make good the vine of Jacob, as well as the vine of Israel: for the wasters have made
themwaste and sent destruction on the branches of their vine. 3The body-covers of his
fighting men have been made red, the men of war are clothed in bright red: the war-
carriages are like flames of fire in the day when he gets ready, the horses are shaking.
4 The war-carriages are rushing through the streets, pushing against one another in
the wide ways, looking like burning lights, running like thunder-flames. 5He takes the
record of his great men: they go falling on their way; they go quickly to the wall, the
cover is made ready. 6 The river doorways are forced open, and the king's house is
flowing away. 7 And the queen is uncovered, she is taken away and her servant-girls
are weeping like the sound of doves, hammering on their breasts. 8But Nineveh is like
a pool ofwaterwhosewaters are flowing away; Keep your place, they say; but no one is
turning back. 9Take silver, take gold; for there is no end to the store; take for yourselves
a weight of things to be desired. 10Everything has been taken from her, all is gone, she
has nothing more: the heart is turned to water, the knees are shaking, all are twisted
in pain, and colour has gone from all faces. 11Where is the lions' hole, the place where
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the young lions got their food, where the lion and the she-lion were walking with their
young, without cause for fear? 12 Food enough for his young and for his she-lions was
pulleddownby the lion; his holewas full of flesh andhis resting-place storedwithmeat.
13 See, I am against you, says the Lord of armies, and I will have your war-carriages
burned in the smoke, andyouryoung lionswill be food for the sword: youwill no longer
get your food by force on the earth, and the voice of your she-lions will be stopped for
ever.

3
1 A curse is on the town of blood; it is full of deceit and violent acts; and there is

no end to the taking of life. 2 The noise of the whip, and the noise of thundering
wheels; horses rushing and war-carriages jumping, 3Horsemen driving forward, and
the shining sword and the bright spear: and a great number ofwounded, andmasses of
dead bodies; they are falling over the bodies of the dead: 4Because of all the false ways
of the loose woman, expert in attraction and wise in secret arts, who takes nations in
the net of her false ways, and families through her secret arts. 5 See, I am against you,
says the Lord of armies, and I will have your skirts pulled over your face, and let the
nations see you unclothed, and the kingdoms your shame. 6 I will make you completely
disgusting and full of shame, and will put you up to be looked at by all. 7 And it will
come about that all who see you will go in flight from you and say, Nineveh is made
waste: who will be weeping for her? where am I to get comforters for her? 8Are you
better thanNo-amon, seated on theNile streams, withwaters all round her; whosewall
was the sea and her earthwork the waters? 9Ethiopia was her strength and Egyptians
without number; Put andLubimwereherhelpers. 10But even shehas been takenaway,
she has gone away as a prisoner: even her young children are smashed to bits at the top
of all the streets: the fate of her honoured men is put to the decision of chance, and
all her great men are put in chains. 11 And you will be overcome with wine, you will
become feeble; you will be looking for a safe place from those who are fighting against
you. 12 All your walled places will be like fig-trees and your people like the first figs,
falling at a shake into the mouth which is open for them. 13 See, the people who are in
you are women; the doorways of your land are wide open to your attackers: the locks
of your doors have been burned away in the fire. 14Getwater for the timewhen you are
shut in, make strong your towns: go into the potter's earth, stamping it downwith your
feet, make strong the brickworks. 15There the fire will make youwaste; you will be cut
off by the sword: make yourself as great in number as the worms, as great in number
as the locusts. 16 Let your traders be increased more than the stars of heaven: 17 Your
crowned ones are like the locusts, and your scribes like the clouds of insects which take
cover in thewalls onacoldday, butwhen the suncomesup theygo inflight, andare seen
no longer in their place. 18 Sorrow! how are the keepers of your flock sleeping, O king
of Assyria! your strong men are at rest; your people are wandering on the mountains,
and there is no one to get them together. 19Your pain may not be made better; you are
wounded to death: all those hearing the news about you will be waving their hands in
joy over you: forwhohas not undergone theweight of your evil-doing again and again?
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The Book of
Habakkuk

1 The word which Habakkuk the prophet saw. 2How long, O Lord, will your ears be
shut tomy voice? I make an outcry to you about violent behaviour, but you do not send
salvation. 3Why do youmakeme see evil-doing, and why are my eyes fixed on wrong?
for wasting and violent acts are before me: and there is fighting and bitter argument.
4For this reason the law is feeble and decisions are not effected: for the upright man is
circled round by evil-doers; because of which right is twisted. 5 See among the nations,
and take note, and be full of wonder: for in your days I am doing a work in which
you will have no belief, even if news of it is given to you. 6 For see, I am sending the
Chaldaeans, that bitter andquick-movingnation;whogo through thewide spaces of the
earth to get for themselves living-places which are not theirs. 7 They are greatly to be
feared: their right comes from themselves. 8And their horses arequicker than leopards
and their horsemenmore cruel than evening wolves; they come from far away, like an
eagle inflight rushing on its food. 9They are coming all of themwith force; the direction
of their faces is forward, the number of their prisoners is like the sands of the sea. 10He
makes little of kings, rulers are a sport to him; all the strong places are to be laughed
at; for hemakes earthworks and takes them. 11Then his purposewill be changed, over-
stepping the limit; he will make his strength his god. 12Are you not eternal, O Lord my
God, my Holy One? for you there is no death. O Lord, he has been ordered by you for
our punishment; and by you, O Rock, he has been marked out to put us right. 13Before
your holy eyes sinmaynot be seen, and you are unable to put upwithwrong;why, then,
are your eyes on the false? why do you say nothing when the evil-doer puts an end to
one who is more upright than himself? 14He has made men like the fishes of the sea,
like thewormswhich have no ruler over them. 15He takes themall upwith his hook, he
takes them in his net, getting them together in his fishing-net: forwhich cause he is glad
and full of joy. 16For this reason hemakes an offering to his net, burning perfume to his
fishing-net; because by them he gets much food and his meat is fat. 17For this cause his
net is ever open, and there is no end to his destruction of the nations.

2
1 I will take my position and be on watch, placing myself on my tower, looking out to

see what he will say to me, and what answer he will give to my protest. 2And the Lord
gave me an answer, and said, Put the vision in writing and make it clear on stones, so
that the readermay go quickly. 3For the vision is still for the fixed time, and it ismoving
quickly to the end, and it will not be false: even if it is slow in coming, go on waiting
for it; because it will certainly come, it will not be kept back. 4As for the man of pride,
my soul has no pleasure in him; but the upright man will have life through his good
faith. 5A curse on the cruel and false one! theman full of pride, who never has enough;
whomakes his desires wide as the underworld! he is like death; he is never full, but he
makes all nations come tohim, getting all peoples together tohimself. 6Will not all these
take up a word of shame against him and a bitter saying against him, and say, A curse
on him who goes on taking what is not his and is weighted down with the property of
debtors! 7Will not your creditors suddenly be moved against you, and your troublers
get up from their sleep, and you will be to them like goods taken in war? 8Because you
have taken their goods fromgreatnations, all the rest of thepeopleswill takeyourgoods
from you; because ofmen's blood and violent acts against the land and the town and all



Habakkuk 2:9 812 Habakkuk 3:18

who are living in it. 9A curse on himwho gets evil profits for his family, so that he may
put his resting-place on high and be safe from the hand of the wrongdoer! 10You have
been a cause of shame to your house by cutting off a number of peoples, and sinning
against your soul. 11For the stonewill give a cry out of thewall, and it will be answered
by the board out of thewoodwork. 12A curse on himwho is building a placewith blood,
and basing a town on evil-doing! 13 See, is it not the pleasure of the Lord of armies that
the peoples are working for the fire and using themselves up for nothing? 14 For the
earth will be full of the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the sea is covered by the
waters. 15A curse on him who gives his neighbour the wine of his wrath, making him
overcome with strong drink from the cup of his passion, so that you may be a witness
of their shame! 16You are full of shame in place of glory: take your part in the drinking,
and let your shame be uncovered: the cup of the Lord's right hand will come round to
you and your glory will be covered with shame. 17For the violent acts against Lebanon
will come on you, and the destruction of the cattlewill be a cause of fear to you, because
ofmen's blood and the violent acts against the land and the town and all who are living
in it. 18What profit is the pictured image to its maker? and as for the metal image, the
false teacher, why does its maker put his faith in it, making false gods without a voice?
19A curse on himwho says to thewood, Awake! to the unbreathing stone, Up! let it be a
teacher! See, it is platedwith gold and silver, and there is no breath at all inside it. 20But
the Lord is in his holy Temple: let all the earth be quiet before him.

3
1 A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet, put to Shigionoth. 2 O Lord, word of you has

come to my ears; I have seen your work, O Lord; when the years come near make it
clear; in wrath keep mercy in mind. 3God came from Teman, and the Holy One from
Mount Paran. Selah. The heavenswere coveredwith his glory, and the earthwas full of
his praise. 4He was shining like the light; he had rays coming out from his hand: there
his power was kept secret. 5 Before him went disease, and flames went out at his feet.
6 From his high place he sent shaking on the earth; he saw and nations were suddenly
moved: and the eternalmountainswere broken, the unchanging hills were bent down;
his ways are eternal. 7 The curtains of Cushan were troubled, and the tents of Midian
were shaking. 8Was your wrath burning against the rivers? were you angry with the
sea, that you went on your horses, on your war-carriages of salvation? 9Your bowwas
quite uncovered. Selah. By you the earthwas cut throughwith rivers. 10Themountains
saw you andweremovedwith fear; the cloudswere streamingwithwater: the voice of
the deep was sounding; the sun did not come up, and the moon kept still in her place.
11At the lightofyourarrows theywentaway, at the shiningofyourpolishedspear. 12You
went stepping through the land in wrath, crushing the nations in your passion. 13 You
wentout for the salvationof yourpeople, for the salvationof theoneonwhomyourholy
oil was put; wounding the head of the family of the evil-doer, uncovering the base even
to the neck. Selah. 14 You have put your spears through his head, his horsemen were
sent in flight like dry stems; they had joy in driving away the poor, in making a meal of
them secretly. 15 The feet of your horses were on the sea, on the mass of great waters.
16Hearing it, my inner parts were moved, and my lips were shaking at the sound; my
bones became feeble, andmy steps were uncertain under me: I gave sounds of grief in
the day of trouble, when his forces came up against the people in bands. 17 For though
thefig-treehasnoflowers, and there is no fruit on the vine, andworkon the olive comes
to nothing, and the fields give no food; and the flock is cut off from its resting-place, and
there is no herd in the cattle-house: 18 Still, I will be glad in the Lord, my joy will be in
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the God ofmy salvation. 19The Lord God ismy strength, and hemakesmy feet like roes'
feet, guidingme onmy high places. For the chief music-maker on corded instruments.



Zephaniah 1:1 814 Zephaniah 2:5

The Book of
Zephaniah

1Thewordof theLordwhich came toZephaniah, the sonofCushi, the sonofGedaliah,
the son of Amariah, the son of Hezekiah, in the days of Josiah, the son of Amon, king of
Judah. 2 Iwill take away everything from the face of the earth, says the Lord. 3 Iwill take
away man and beast; I will take away the birds of the heaven and the fishes of the sea;
causing the downfall of the evil-doers, and cutting man off from the face of the earth,
says the Lord. 4 And my hand will be stretched out on Judah and on all the people of
Jerusalem, cutting off the name of the Baal from this place, and the name of the false
priests, 5And the worshippers of the army of heaven on the house-tops, and the Lord's
worshippers who take oaths by Milcom, 6 And those who are turned back from going
after the Lord, and those who have not made prayer to the Lord or got directions from
him. 7 Let there be no sound before the Lord God: for the day of the Lord is near: for
the Lord has made ready an offering, he has made his guests holy. 8 And it will come
about in the day of the Lord's offering, that I will send punishment on the rulers and
the king's sons and all who are clothed in robes from strange lands. 9And in that day
I will send punishment on all those who come jumping over the doorstep and make
their master's house full of violent behaviour and deceit. 10 And in that day, says the
Lord, there will be the sound of a cry from the fish doorway, and an outcry from the
new town, and a great thundering from the hills, and cries of grief from the people of
the Hollow; 11Because of the downfall of all the people of Canaan: all those who were
weighteddownwith silverhavebeencut off. 12And itwill comeabout at that time, that I
will go searching through Jerusalemwith lights; and Iwill sendpunishment on themen
who have become like wine stored over-long, who say to themselves, The Lord will not
do good andwill not do evil. 13And their wealth will be violently taken away, and their
houses will be made waste: they will go on building houses and never living in them,
and planting vine-gardens but not drinking thewine from them. 14The great day of the
Lord is near, it is near and comingveryquickly; thebitter dayof theLord is near, coming
on more quickly than a man of war. 15 That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and
sorrow, a day of wasting and destruction, a day of dark night and deep shade, a day of
cloud and thick dark. 16A day of sounding the horn and the war-cry against the walled
towns and the high towers. 17And I will send trouble onmen so that they will go about
like the blind, because they have done evil against the Lord: and their blood will be
drained out like dust, and their strength like waste. 18 Even their silver and their gold
will not be able to keep them safe in the day of the Lord's wrath; but all the land will
be burned up in the fire of his bitter wrath: for he will put an end, even suddenly, to all
who are living in the land.

2
1 Come together, make everyone come together, O nation without shame; 2 Before

the Lord sends you violently away in flight like the waste from the grain; before the
burning wrath of the Lord comes on you, before the day of the Lord's wrath comes on
you. 3Make search for the Lord, all you quiet ones of the earth, who have done what
is right in his eyes; make search for righteousness and a quiet heart: it may be that
you will be safely covered in the day of the Lord's wrath. 4 For Gaza will be given up
and Ashkelon will become waste: they will send Ashdod out in the middle of the day,
and Ekron will be uprooted. 5 Sorrow to the people living by the sea, the nation of the
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Cherethites! The word of the Lord is against you, O Canaan, the land of the Philistines;
I will send destruction on you till there is no one living in you. 6 And the land by the
sea will be grass-land, with houses for keepers of sheep and walled places for flocks.
7 The land by the sea will be for the rest of the children of Judah; by the sea they will
give their flocks food: in the houses of Ashkelon theywill take their rest in the evening;
for the Lord their God will take them in hand and their fate will be changed. 8My ears
have been open to the bitter words of Moab and the words of shame of the children
of Ammon, which they have said against my people, lifting themselves up against the
limit of their land. 9For this cause, bymy life, says the Lord of armies, the God of Israel,
truly Moab will become like Sodom and the children of Ammon like Gomorrah, given
up towaste plants and salt pools and unpeopled for ever: the rest ofmypeoplewill take
their property, the overflow of my nation will take their heritage. 10 This will be their
fate because of their pride, because they have said evil, lifting themselves up against
the people of the Lord of armies. 11 The Lord will let himself be seen by them: for he
will make all the gods of the earth feeble; andmenwill go down before him inworship,
everyone fromhisplace, evenall the sea-landsof thenations. 12AndyouEthiopianswill
be put to death bymy sword. 13Andhis handwill be stretched out against the north, for
the destruction of Assyria; and hewill make Nineveh unpeopled and dry like the waste
land. 14And herds will take their rest in the middle of her, all the beasts of the valley:
the pelican and the porcupinewill make their living-places on the tops of its pillars; the
owl will be crying in the window; the raven will be seen on the doorstep. 15 This is the
town which was full of joy, living without fear of danger, saying in her heart, I am, and
there is no other: how has she beenmade waste, a place for beasts to take their rest in!
everyone who goes by her will make hisses, waving his hand.

3
1 Sorrow to her who is uncontrolled and unclean, the cruel town! 2 She gave no

attention to the voice, she had no use for teaching, she put no faith in the Lord, she did
not come near to her God. 3Her rulers are like loud-voiced lions in her; her judges are
wolves of the evening, crushing up the bones before the morning. 4Her prophets are
good-for-nothing persons, full of deceit: her priests have made the holy place unclean
and have gone violently against the law. 5The Lord in her is upright; hewill not do evil;
everymorning he lets his righteousness be seen, he is unchanging; but the evil-doer has
no sense of shame. 6 I have had thenations cut off, their towers are brokendown; I have
made their streets awaste so that no one goes through them: destruction has overtaken
their towns, so that there is noman living in them. 7 I said, Certainly you will go in fear
of me, and come under my training, so that whatever I may send on her may not be
cut off before her eyes: but they got up early and made all their works evil. 8 For this
reason, go onwaiting forme, says the Lord, till the daywhen I come up as awitness: for
my purpose is to send for the nations and to get the kingdoms together, so that I may let
loose on themmy passion, even all my burning wrath: for all the earth will be burned
up in the fire of my bitter passion. 9 For then I will give the people a clean language, so
that they may all make prayer to the Lord and be his servants with one mind. 10 From
over the rivers of Ethiopia, and from the sides of the north, they will come to me with
an offering. 11 In that day you will have no shame on account of all the things in which
youdid evil againstme: for then Iwill take away fromamong you thosewhowere lifted
up in pride, and you will no longer be lifted up with pride in my holy mountain. 12But
I will still have among you a quiet and poor people, and they will put their faith in the
name of the Lord. 13The rest of Israel will do no evil and say no false words; the tongue
of deceit will not be seen in theirmouth: for theywill take their food and their rest, and
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no one will be a cause of fear to them. 14Make melody, O daughter of Zion; give a loud
cry, O Israel; be glad and let your heart be full of joy, O daughter of Jerusalem. 15 The
Lord has taken away thosewhowere judging you, he has sent your haters far away: the
King of Israel, even the Lord, is among you: youwill have nomore fear of evil. 16 In that
day itwill be said to Jerusalem,Haveno fear: O Zion, let not yourhands be feeble. 17The
Lord your God is among you, as a strong saviour: he will be glad over you with joy, he
willmake his love newagain, hewillmake a song of joy over you as in the time of a holy
feast. 18 I will take away your troubles, lifting up your shame fromoffyou. 19See, at that
time I will put an end to all who have been troubling you: I will give salvation to her
whose steps are uncertain, and get together her who has been sent in flight; and I will
make thema cause of praise and anhonouredname in all the earth,when I let their fate
be changed. 20At that time I will make you come in, at that time I will get you together:
for I will make you a name and a praise among all the peoples of the earth when I let
your fate be changed before your eyes, says the Lord.
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The Book of
Haggai

1 In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, on the first day of the
month, came the word of the Lord by Haggai the prophet to Zerubbabel, the son of
Shealtiel, ruler of Judah, and to Joshua, the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, saying,
2 These are the words of the Lord of armies: These people say, The time has not come
for building the Lord's house. 3Then the word of the Lord came by Haggai the prophet,
saying, 4 Is it a time for you to be living in roofed houses while this house is a waste?
5For this cause the Lord of armies has said, Give thought to yourways. 6Much has been
planted, but little got in; you take food, but have not enough; you take drink, but are
not full; you are clothed, but no one is warm; and he who gets payment for his work,
gets it to put it into a bag full of holes. 7 This is what the Lord of armies has said: Give
thought to your ways. 8Go up to the hills and get wood and put up the house; and I will
take pleasure in it and be honoured, says the Lord. 9You were looking for much, and it
came to little; and when you got it into your house, I took it away with a breath. Why?
says the Lord of armies. Because of my house which is a waste, while every man takes
care of the house which is his. 10For this cause the heaven over you is kept from giving
dew, and the earth from giving her fruit. 11And by my order no rain came on the land
or on themountains or the grain or thewine or the oil or the produce of the earth or on
men or cattle or on any work of man's hands. 12Then Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel,
and Joshua, the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and all the rest of the people, gave
ear to the voice of the Lord their God and to the words of Haggai the prophet, because
the Lord their God had sent him, and the people were in fear before the Lord. 13 Then
Haggai, whom the Lord had sent to give his words to the people, said, I am with you,
says the Lord. 14And the spirit of Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, ruler of Judah, was
movedby the Lord, aswas the spirit of Joshua, the son of Jehozadak, the highpriest, and
the spirit of all the rest of the people; and they came and did work in the house of the
Lord of armies, their God. 15On the twenty-fourth day of themonth, in the sixthmonth,
in the second year of Darius the king.

2
1 In the seventh month, on the twenty-first day of the month, the word of the Lord

came byHaggai the prophet, saying, 2Say now to Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, ruler
of Judah, and to Joshua, the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to the rest of the
people, 3Who is there still among you who saw this house in its first glory? and how
do you see it now? is it not in your eyes as nothing? 4But now be strong, O Zerubbabel,
says the Lord; and be strong, O Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest; and be strong,
all you people of the land, says the Lord, and get to work: for I am with you, says the
Lord of armies: 5 The agreement which I made with you when you came out of Egypt,
and my spirit, are with you still; have no fear. 6 For this is what the Lord of armies has
said: In a short time I will make a shaking of the heavens and the earth and the sea and
the dry land; 7And I will make a shaking of all the nations, and the desired things of all
nations will come: and I will make this house full of my glory, says the Lord of armies.
8 The silver is mine and the gold is mine, says the Lord of armies. 9 The second glory
of this house will be greater than the first, says the Lord of armies: and in this place I
will give peace, says the Lord of armies. 10On the twenty-fourth day of the ninthmonth,
in the second year of Darius, the word of the Lord came by Haggai the prophet, saying,
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11Theseare thewordsof theLordof armies: Putnowapoint of law to thepriests, saying,
12 If anyonehas someholyflesh folded in the skirt of his robe,will breador souporwine
or oil or any other food bemade holy if touched by his skirt? And the priests answering
said, No. 13 Then Haggai said, Will any of these be made unclean by the touch of one
who is unclean through touching a dead body? And the priests answering said, It will
be made unclean. 14Then Haggai said, So is this people and so is this nation before me,
says the Lord; and so is every work of their hands; and the offering they give there is
unclean. 15 And now, give thought, looking back from this day to the time before one
stone was put on another in the Temple of the Lord: 16How, when anyone came to a
store of twenty measures, there were only ten: when anyone went to the wine-store to
get fifty vessels full, there were only twenty. 17And I sent burning and wasting and a
rain of ice-drops on all the works of your hands; but still you were not turned to me,
says the Lord. 18 And now, give thought; looking on from this day, from the twenty-
fourth day of the ninth month, from the time when the base of the Lord's house was
put in its place, give thought to it. 19 Is the seed still in the store-house? have the vine
and the fig-tree, the pomegranate and the olive-tree, still not given their fruit? from this
day I will send my blessing on you. 20And the word of the Lord came a second time to
Haggai, on the twenty-fourth day of the month, saying, 21 Say to Zerubbabel, ruler of
Judah, I will make a shaking of the heavens and the earth, 22Overturning the power of
kingdoms; and I will send destruction on the strength of the kingdoms of the nations;
bymewar-carriageswill be overturnedwith thosewhoare in them; and the horses and
the horsemenwill come down, everyone by the sword of his brother. 23 In that day, says
the Lord of armies, I will take you, O Zerubbabel, my servant, the son of Shealtiel, says
the Lord, andwill make you as a jewelled ring: for I have taken you to bemine, says the
Lord of armies.
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The Book of
Zechariah

1 In the eighth month, in the second year of Darius, the word of the Lord came to
Zechariah, the sonofBerechiah, the sonof Iddo theprophet, saying, 2TheLordhasbeen
very angry with your fathers: 3And you are to say to them, These are the words of the
Lord of armies: Come back to me, says the Lord of armies, and I will come back to you.
4 Be not like your fathers, to whom the voice of the earlier prophets came, saying, Be
turned now from your evil ways and from your evil doings: but they did not give ear to
meor takenote, says theLord. 5Your fathers,where are they? and theprophets, do they
go on living for ever? 6 But my words and my orders, which I gave to my servants the
prophets, have they not overtaken your fathers? and turning back they said, As it was
the purpose of the Lord of armies to do to us, in reward for our ways and our doings,
so has he done. 7On the twenty-fourth day of the eleventhmonth, themonth Shebat, in
the secondyear ofDarius, thewordof theLord came to Zechariah, the sonof Berechiah,
the son of Iddo the prophet, saying, 8 I saw in the night a man on a red horse, between
themountains in the valley, and at his backwere horses, red, black,white, and ofmixed
colours. 9Then I said, O my lord, what are these? And the angel who was talking to me
said tome, I will make clear to youwhat they are. 10And themanwhowas between the
mountains, answering me, said, These are those whom the Lord has sent to go up and
down through the earth. 11And the man who was between the mountains, answering,
said to the angel of the Lord, We have gone up and down through the earth, and all
the earth is quiet and at rest. 12 Then the angel of the Lord, answering, said, O Lord
of armies, how long will it be before you have mercy on Jerusalem and on the towns
of Judah against which your wrath has been burning for seventy years? 13 And the
Lord gave an answer in good and comfortingwords to the angelwhowas talking tome.
14And the angelwhowas talking tome said tome, Let your voice be loud and say, These
are thewords of the Lord of armies: I amgreatlymoved about the fate of Jerusalemand
of Zion. 15And I am very angry with the nations who are living untroubled: for when
I was only a little angry, they made the evil worse. 16 So this is what the Lord has said:
I have come back to Jerusalem with mercies; my house is to be put up in her, says the
Lord of armies, and a line is to be stretched out over Jerusalem. 17And again let your
voice be loud and say, This is what the Lord of armies has said: My towns will again
be overflowing with good things, and again the Lord will give comfort to Zion and take
Jerusalem for himself. 18And lifting up my eyes I saw four horns. 19And I said to the
angel who was talking to me, What are these? And he said to me, These are the horns
which have sent Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem in flight. 20And the Lord gaveme a vision
of four metal-workers. 21Then I said, What have these come to do? And he said, These
are the horns which sent Judah in flight, and kept him from lifting up his head: but
these men have come to send fear on them and to put down the nations who are lifting
up their horns against the land of Judah to send it in flight.

2
1And lifting up my eyes, I saw a man with a measuring-line in his hand. 2And I said

to him, Where are you going? And he said to me, To take the measure of Jerusalem,
to see how wide and how long it is. 3 And the angel who was talking to me went out,
and another angel went out, and, meeting him, 4 Said to him, Go quickly and say to this
young man, Jerusalem will be an unwalled town, because of the great number of men
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and cattle in her. 5For I, says the Lord,will be awall of fire round about her, and Iwill be
the glory inside her. 6Ho, ho! go in flight from the land of the north, says the Lord: for I
have sent you far and wide to the four winds of heaven, says the Lord. 7Ho! Zion, go in
flight from danger, you who are living with the daughter of Babylon. 8 For this is what
the Lord of armies has said: In the way of glory he has sent me to the nations which
have taken your goods: for anyone touching you is touching what is most dear to him.
9For at the shaking of my hand over them, their goods will be taken by those whowere
their servants: and youwill see that the Lord of armies has sentme. 10Give songs of joy,
O daughter of Zion: for I come, and I will make my resting-place among you, says the
Lord. 11And a number of nationswill be joined to the Lord in that day, andwill become
my people; and I will be living among you, and you will see that the Lord of armies has
sent me to you. 12And Judahwill be the Lord's heritage in the holy land, and Jerusalem
will again be his. 13Let all flesh be quiet and make no sound before the Lord: for he is
awake and has come from his holy resting-place.

3
1And he let me see Joshua, the high priest, in his place before the angel of the Lord,

and the Satan at his right hand ready to take up a cause against him. 2And the Lord said
to the Satan, May the Lord's word be sharp against you, O Satan, the word of the Lord
whohas taken Jerusalem for himself: is this not a burning branch pulled out of the fire?
3Now Joshua was clothed in unclean robes, and he was in his place before the angel.
4And he made answer and said to those who were there before him, Take the unclean
robes off him, and let him be clothed in clean robes; 5 And let them put a clean head-
dress on his head. So they put a clean head-dress on his head, clothing him with clean
robes: and to him he said, See, I have taken your sin away from you. 6 And the angel
of the Lord made a statement to Joshua, and said, 7 These are the words of the Lord of
armies: If you will go in my ways and keep what I have put in your care, then you will
be judge overmy Temple and have the care ofmy house, and I will give you the right to
come in among those who are there. 8Give ear now, O Joshua, the high priest, you and
your friendswho are seated before you; for these aremenwho are a sign: for see, I will
let my servant the Branch be seen. 9 For see, the stone which I have put before Joshua;
on one stone are seven eyes: see, the design cut on it will be my work, says the Lord of
armies, and I will take away the sin of that land in one day. 10 In that day, says the Lord
of armies, you will be one another's guests under the vine and under the fig-tree.

4
1And the angel who was talking to me came again, awaking me as a man out of his

sleep. 2And he said to me, What do you see? And I said, I see a light-support, made all
of gold, with its cup on the top of it and seven lights on it; and there are seven pipes to
every one of the lights which are on the top of it; 3And two olive-trees by it, one on the
right side of the cup and one on the left. 4And Imade answer and said to the angel who
was talking to me, What are these, my lord? 5 Then the angel who was talking to me,
answeringme, said, Have you no knowledge ofwhat these are? And I said, No,my lord.
6This is theword of the Lord to Zerubbabel, saying, Not by force or by power, but bymy
spirit, says the Lord of armies. 7Who are you, O great mountain? before Zerubbabel
youwill become level: and hewill let all see the headstone, with cries of Grace, grace, to
it. 8Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 9The hands of Zerubbabel have put
the base of this house in place, and his hands will make it complete; and it will be clear
to you that the Lord of armies has sent me to you. 10For who has had a poor opinion of
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the day of small things? for they will be glad when they see the weighted measuring-
line in the hand of Zerubbabel. Then he said in answer to me, These seven lights are
the eyes of the Lordwhich go quickly up and down through all the earth. 11And Imade
answer and said to him, What are these two olive-trees on the right side of the light-
support and on the left? 12And answering a second time, I said to him, What are these
two olive branches, through whose gold pipes the oil is drained out? 13And he said in
answer to me, Have you no knowledge what these are? And I said, No, my lord. 14And
he said, These are the two sons of oil, whose place is by the Lord of all the earth.

5
1 Then again lifting up my eyes I saw a roll in flight through the air. 2And he said to

me, What do you see? And I said, A roll going through the air; it is twenty cubits long
and ten cubits wide. 3 Then he said to me, This is the curse which goes out over the
face of all the land: for long enough has every thief gonewithout punishment, and long
enough has every taker of false oaths gonewithout punishment. 4And Iwill send it out,
says the Lord of armies, and it will go into the house of the thief and into the house of
himwho takes a false oath bymy name: and it will be in his house, causing its complete
destruction, with its woodwork and its stones. 5And the angel who was talking to me
went out and said to me, Let your eyes be lifted up now, and see the ephah which is
going out. 6 And I said, What is it? And he said, This is an ephah which is going out.
And he said further, This is their evil-doing in all the land. 7And I saw a round cover of
lead lifted up; and a woman was seated in the middle of the ephah. 8And he said, This
is Sin; and pushing her down into the ephah, he put the weight of lead on the mouth
of it. 9And lifting up my eyes I saw two women coming out, and the wind was in their
wings; and they had wings like the wings of a stork: and they took the ephah, lifting it
up between earth and heaven. 10And I said to the angel who was talking to me, Where
are they taking the ephah? 11And he said to me, To make a house for her in the land of
Shinar: and they will make a place ready, and put her there in the place which is hers.

6
1And again lifting upmy eyes I saw fourwar-carriages coming out from between the

twomountains; and themountainsweremountains of brass. 2 In the first war-carriage
were redhorses; and in the second, blackhorses; 3And in the third,white horses; and in
the fourth, horses of mixed colour. 4And I made answer and said to the angel who was
talking tome,What are these,my lord? 5And the angel, answering, said tome, These go
out to the four winds of heaven from their place before the Lord of all the earth. 6 The
carriage in which are the black horses goes in the direction of the north country; the
white go to the west; and those ofmixed colour go in the direction of the south country.
7And the red ones go to the east; and theymade request that theymight go up anddown
through the earth: and he said, Go up and down through the earth. So theywent up and
down through the earth. 8 Then crying out to me, he said, See, those who are going to
the north country have given rest to the spirit of the Lord in the north country. 9And
the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 10Take the offerings of those who went away
as prisoners, from Heldai, Tobijah, and Jedaiah, and from the family of Josiah, the son
of Zephaniah, who have come from Babylon; 11 And take silver and gold and make a
crown and put it on the head of Zerubbabel; 12And say to him, These are the words of
the Lord of armies: See, the manwhose name is the Branch, under whom there will be
fertile growth. 13 And he will be the builder of the Temple of the Lord; and the glory
will be his, and he will take his place as ruler on the seat of power; and Joshua will be
a priest at his right hand, and between them there will be a design of peace. 14And the
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crownwill be for grace to Heldai and Tobijah and Jedaiah and the son of Zephaniah, to
keep their memory living in the house of the Lord. 15And those who are far away will
come and be builders in the Temple of the Lord, and it will be clear to you that the Lord
of armies has sent me to you.

7
1And it cameabout in the fourthyearofKingDarius, that thewordof theLordcame to

Zechariahon the fourthdayof theninthmonth, themonthChislev. 2NowtheyofBeth-el
had sent Sharezer and Regem-melech to make a request for grace from the Lord, 3And
to say to the priests of the house of the Lord of armies and to the prophets, Am I to go on
weeping in the fifth month, separating myself as I have done in past years? 4 Then the
word of the Lord of armies came to me, saying 5 Say to all the people of the land and to
thepriests,Whenyouwentwithout foodandgaveyourselves to grief in thefifthand the
seventh months for these seventy years, did you ever do it because of me? 6And when
you are feasting and drinking, are you not doing it only for yourselves? 7Are not these
the words which the Lord said to you by the earlier prophets, when Jerusalemwas full
of people and wealth, and the towns round about her and the South and the Lowland
were peopled? 8And the word of the Lord came to Zechariah, saying, 9This is what the
Lord of armies has said: Let your judging be upright and done in good faith, let every
man have mercy and pity for his brother: 10Do not be hard on the widow, or the child
without a father, on theman from a strange country, or on the poor; let there be no evil
thought in yourheart against yourbrother. 11But theywouldnot give attention, turning
their backs and stopping their ears fromhearing; 12And theymade their hearts like the
hardest stone, so that they might not give ear to the law and the words which the Lord
of armies had said by the earlier prophets: and there came great wrath from the Lord
of armies. 13And it came about that as they would not give ear to his voice, so I would
not give ear to their voice, says the Lord of armies: 14Butwith a storm-wind I sent them
in flight among all the nations of whom they had no knowledge. So the land was waste
after them, so that no man went through or came back: for they had made waste the
desired land.

8
1And the word of the Lord of armies came tome, saying, 2These are the words of the

Lordof armies: I amangryabout the fate of Zion, I amangryaboutherwithgreatwrath.
3This iswhat the Lordhas said: I have comeback to Zion, andwillmakemy living-place
in Jerusalem: and Jerusalemwill be namedThe townof good faith; and themountain of
the Lord of armies The holymountain. 4This is what the Lord of armies has said: There
will againbeoldmenandoldwomen seated in the open spaces of Jerusalem, everyman
with his stick in his hand because he is so old. 5And the open spaces of the townwill be
full of boys and girls playing in its open spaces. 6 This is what the Lord of armies has
said: If this is a wonder to the rest of this people, is it a wonder to me? says the Lord of
armies. 7This iswhat the Lord of armies has said: See, Iwill be the saviour ofmypeople
from the east country, and from the west country; 8And I will make them come and be
living in Jerusalem and they will be to me a people and I will be to them a God, in good
faith and in righteousness. 9 This is what the Lord of armies has said: Let your hands
be strong, youwho are now hearing these words from themouths of the prophets, that
is to say, in the days when the base of the house of the Lord of armies has been put in
place for the building of the house, that is the Temple. 10 For before those days there
was no payment for a man's work, or for the use of a beast, and there was no peace for
him who went out or him who came in, because of the attacker: for I had every man
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turned against his neighbour. 11But now I will not be to the rest of this people as I was
in the past, says the Lord of armies. 12For Iwill let the seed of peace be planted; the vine
will give her fruit and the land will give her increase and the heavens will give their
dew; and I will give to the rest of this people all these things for their heritage. 13And it
will come about that, as you were a curse among the nations, O children of Judah and
children of Israel, so I will give you salvation and you will be a blessing: have no fear
and let your hands be strong. 14 For this is what the Lord of armies has said: As it was
mypurpose to do evil to youwhenyour fathersmademeangry, says the Lord of armies,
and my purpose was not changed: 15 So in these days it is again my purpose to do good
to Jerusalem and to the children of Judah: have no fear. 16 These are the things which
you are to do: Let every man say what is true to his neighbour; and let your judging
give peace in your towns. 17 Let no one have any evil thought in his heart against his
neighbour; and have no love for false oaths: for all these things are hated by me, says
the Lord. 18And the word of the Lord of armies came to me, saying, 19 This is what the
Lord of armies has said: The times of goingwithout food in the fourthmonth and in the
fifth and the seventh and the tenth months, will be for the people of Judah times of joy
and happymeetings; so be lovers of good faith and of peace. 20This is what the Lord of
armies has said: It will again come about that when peoples and those living in great
towns come, 21 And the people of one town go to another and say, Let us certainly go
with a request for grace from the Lord, and to give worship to the Lord of armies, then
I will go with you. 22And great peoples and strong nations will come to give worship to
the Lord of armies in Jerusalem and tomake requests for grace from the Lord. 23This is
what the Lord of armies has said: In those days, ten men from all the languages of the
nations will put out their hands and take a grip of the skirt of him who is a Jew, saying,
Wewill go with you, for it has come to our ears that God is with you.

9
1Aword of the Lord: The Lord has come to the land of Hadrach, and Damascus is his

resting-place: for the towns of Aram are the Lord's, 2 As well as Hamath, which is by
its limit, and Tyre and Zidon, because they are very wise. 3And Tyre made for herself
a strong place, and got together silver like dust and the best gold like the earth of the
streets. 4 See, the Lord will take away her heritage, overturning her power in the sea;
and shewill be burned upwith fire. 5Ashkelonwill see it with fear, and Gaza, bentwith
pain; andEkron, forherhopewill be shamed: and thekingwill be cutoff fromGaza, and
Ashkelon will be unpeopled. 6And a mixed people will be living in Ashdod, and I will
have the pride of the Philistines cut off. 7And Iwill take away his blood fromhismouth,
and his disgusting things from between his teeth; and some of his people will be kept
for our God: and he will be as a family in Judah, and Ekron as one living in Jerusalem.
8And I will put my forces in position round my house, so that there may be no coming
and going: and no cruel master will again go through them: for now I have seen his
trouble. 9Be full of joy, O daughter of Zion; give a glad cry, O daughter of Jerusalem: see,
your king comes to you: he is upright andhas overcome; gentle and seated on an ass, on
a young ass. 10And he will have the war-carriage cut off from Ephraim, and the horse
from Jerusalem, and the bow of war will be cut off: and he will say words of peace to
the nations: and his rule will be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the
earth. 11And as for you, because of the blood of your agreement, I have sent out your
prisoners from the deep hole in which there is no water. 12And they will come back to
you, O daughter of Zion, as prisoners of hope: today I say to you that Iwill give you back
twice as much; 13 For I have made Judah a bow bent for my use, I have made Ephraim
the arrows of the bow; I will make your sons, O Zion, take up arms against your sons,
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O Greece, and will make you like the sword of a man of war. 14 And the Lord will be
seen over them, and his arrow will go out like the thunder-flame: and the Lord God,
sounding the war-horn, will go in the storm-winds of the South. 15 The Lord of armies
will be a cover for them; and they will overcome, crushing under foot the armed men;
they will take their blood for drink like wine: they will be full like the sides of the altar.
16And theLord theirGodwill be their saviour in that day, giving them food like theflock
of his people: for theywill be like the jewels of a crown shining over his land. 17For how
good it is and how beautiful! grain will make the young men strong and new wine the
virgins.

10
1Make your request to the Lord for rain in the time of the spring rains, even to the

Lord who makes the thunder-flames; and he will give them showers of rain, to every
man grass in the field. 2 For the images have said what is not true, and the readers of
signs have seen deceit; they have given accounts of false dreams, they give comfort
to no purpose: so they go out of the way like sheep, they are troubled because they
have no keeper. 3My wrath is burning against the keepers of the flock, and I will send
punishment on the he-goats: for the Lord of armies takes care of his flock, the people
of Judah, and will make them like the horse of his pride in the fight. 4 From him will
come the keystone, from him the nail, from him the bow of war, from him will come
every ruler; 5 Together they will be like men of war, crushing down their haters into
the earth of the streets in the fight; they will make war because the Lord is with them:
and the horsemen will be shamed. 6And I will make the children of Judah strong, and
I will be the saviour of the children of Joseph, and I will make them come back again,
for I have had mercy on them: they will be as if I had not given them up: for I am the
Lord their God and I will give them an answer. 7And Ephraimwill be like aman of war,
and their hearts will be glad as with wine; and their children will see it with joy; their
hearts will be glad in the Lord. 8With the sound of the pipe I will get them together;
for I have given the price to make them free: and they will be increased as they were
increased. 9Though I had them planted among the peoples, they will keep me in mind
in far countries: and they will take care of their children and will come back. 10And I
will make them come back out of the land of Egypt, and will get them together out of
Assyria; and I will take them into the land of Gilead, and it will not be wide enough for
them. 11And they will go through the sea of Egypt, and all the deep waters of the Nile
will become dry: and the pride of Assyriawill bemade low, and the power of Egyptwill
be taken away. 12And their strength will be in the Lord; and their pride will be in his
name, says the Lord.

11
1Let your doors be open, O Lebanon, so that firemay be burning among your cedars.

2Give a cry of grief, O fir-tree, for the fall of the cedar, because the great ones have been
made low: give cries of grief, O youoaks of Bashan, for the strong trees of thewoodhave
come down. 3The sound of the crying of the keepers of the flock! for their glory ismade
waste: the sound of the loud crying of the young lions! for the pride of Jordan is made
waste. 4This is what the Lordmy God has said: Take care of the flock of death; 5Whose
owners put them to death and have no sense of sin; and those who get a price for them
say, May the Lord be praised for I have much wealth: and the keepers of the flock have
no pity for them. 6For I will have nomore pity for the people of the land, says the Lord;
but I will give up everyone into his neighbour's hand and into the hand of his king: and
they will make the land waste, and I will not keep them safe from their hands. 7 So I
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took care of the flock of death, for those whomade profit out of the flock; and I took for
myself two rods, naming oneBeautiful, and the otherBands; and I took care of theflock.
8And in one month I put an end to the three keepers of the flock; for my soul was tired
of them, and their souls were disgustedwithme. 9And I said, I will not take care of you:
If death comes to any, let death be its fate; if any is cut off, let it be cut off; and let the
rest take one another's flesh for food. 10And I took my rod Beautiful, cutting it in two,
so that the Lord's agreement, which he hadmadewith all the peoples, might be broken.
11And it was broken on that day: and the sheep-traders, who were watching me, were
certain that it was the word of the Lord. 12And I said to them, If it seems good to you,
givememy payment; and if not, do not give it. So they gavememy payment by weight,
thirty shekels of silver. 13And the Lord said to me, Put it into the store-house, the price
at which I was valued by them. And I took the thirty shekels of silver and put them into
the store-house in the house of the Lord. 14 Then I took my other rod, the one named
Bands, cutting it in two, so that the relation of brothers between Judah and Israelmight
be broken. 15And the Lord said tome, Take again the instruments of a foolish keeper of
sheep. 16For see, I will put a sheep-keeper over the land, whowill have no care for that
which is cut off, andwill not go in search of thewanderers, ormakewellwhat is broken,
and he will not give food to that which is ill, but he will take for his food the flesh of the
fat, and let their feet be broken. 17A curse on the foolish keeper who goes away from
the flock! the sword will be on his arm and on his right eye: his armwill become quite
dry and his eye will be made completely dark.

12
1Theword of the Lord about Israel. The Lord bywhom the heavens are stretched out

and thebases of the earthput inplace, and the spirit ofman formed insidehim, has said:
2 See, I will make Jerusalem a cup of shaking fear to all the peoples round about, when
Jerusalem is shut in. 3And it will come about in that day that I will make Jerusalem a
stone of greatweight for all the peoples; all thosewho take it upwill be badlywounded;
and all the nations of the earthwill come together against it. 4 In that day, says the Lord,
I will put fear into every horse andmake every horseman go off his head: andmy eyes
will be open on the people of Judah, and I will make every horse of the peoples blind.
5And the families of Judah will say in their hearts, The people of Jerusalem have their
strength in the Lord of armies, their God. 6 In that day I will make the families of Judah
like a pot with fire in it among trees, and like a flaming stick among cut grain; they will
send destruction on all the peoples round about, on the right hand and on the left: and
Jerusalemwill be living again in the place which is hers, that is, in Jerusalem. 7And the
Lordwill give salvation to the tents of Judahfirst, so that the glory of the family of David
and the glory of the people of Jerusalemmay not be greater than that of Judah. 8 In that
day the Lord will be a cover over the people of Jerusalem; and he who is feeble among
them in that day will be as strong as David, and the family of David will be as God, as
the angel of the Lord before them. 9And it will come about on that day that I will take in
hand the destruction of all the nations who come against Jerusalem. 10And I will send
down on the family of David and on the people of Jerusalem the spirit of grace and of
prayer; and their eyes will be turned to the one whowas wounded by their hands: and
they will be weeping for him as for an only son, and their grief for him will be bitter,
like the grief of one sorrowing for his oldest son. 11 In that day there will be a great
weeping in Jerusalem, like the weeping of Hadad-rimmon in the valley of Megiddon.
12And the land will give itself to weeping, every family separately; the family of David
by themselves, and their wives by themselves; the family of Nathan by themselves,
and their wives by themselves; 13The family of Levi by themselves, and their wives by
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themselves; the family of Shimei by themselves, and their wives by themselves; 14And
all the other families by themselves, and their wives by themselves.

13
1 In that day there will be a fountain open to the family of David and to the people of

Jerusalem, for sin and for that which is unclean. 2And it will come about on that day,
says the Lord of armies, that I will have the names of the images cut off out of the land,
and there will be no more memory of them: and I will send all the prophets and the
unclean spirit away from the land. 3And if anyone goes on acting as a prophet, then his
father and his mother who gave him life will say to him, You may not go on living, for
you are saying what is false in the name of the Lord; and his father and his mother will
put a sword through himwhen he does so. 4And it will come about in that day that the
prophets will be shamed, every man on account of his vision, when he is talking as a
prophet; and theywill not put on a robe of hair for purposes of deceit: 5But hewill say, I
amnoprophet, but aworker on the land; for I havebeenanowner of land from the time
when I was young. 6And if anyone says to him, What are these wounds between your
hands? then he will say, Those with which I was wounded in the house of my friends.
7Awake! O sword, against the keeper of my flock, and against himwho is withme, says
the Lord of armies: put to death the keeper of the sheep, and the sheep will go in flight:
and my hand will be turned against the little ones. 8And it will come about that in all
the land, says the Lord, two parts of it will be cut off and come to an end; but the third
will be still living there. 9 And I will make the third part go through the fire, cleaning
themas silver ismade clean, and testing themas gold is tested: and theywillmake their
prayer tome and Iwill give theman answer: Iwill say, It ismy people; and theywill say,
The Lord is my God.

14
1 See, a day of the Lord is coming when they will make division of your goods taken

by force before your eyes. 2 For I will get all the nations together to make war against
Jerusalem; and the town will be overcome, and the goods taken from the houses, and
the women taken by force: and half the town will go away as prisoners, and the rest of
the people will not be cut off from the town. 3Then the Lord will go out and make war
against those nations, as he did in the day of the fight. 4And in that day his feet will be
on theMount ofOlives,which is opposite Jerusalemon the east, and theMount ofOlives
will be parted in themiddle to the east and to thewest, forming a very great valley; and
half themountainwill bemoved to the north and half of it to the south. 5And the valley
will be stopped ... and you will go in flight as you went in flight from the earth-shock in
the days of Uzziah, king of Judah: and the Lordmy Godwill come, and all his holy ones
with him. 6And in that day therewill be no heat or cold or ice; 7And it will be unbroken
day, such as the Lord has knowledge of, without change of day and night, and even at
nightfall it will be light. 8And on that day living waters will go out from Jerusalem; half
of them flowing to the sea on the east and half to the sea on the west: in summer and in
winter itwill be so. 9And theLordwill beKingoverall theearth: in thatday therewill be
one Lord and his name one. 10And all the land will become like the Arabah, from Geba
to Rimmon south of Jerusalem; and shewill be lifted up and be living in her place; from
the doorway of Benjamin to the place of the first doorway, to the doorway of the angle,
and from the tower of Hananel to the king's wine-crushing places, men will be living
in her. 11And there will be no more curse; but Jerusalem will be living without fear of
danger. 12And thiswill be the diseasewhich the Lordwill send on all the peopleswhich
have been warring against Jerusalem: their flesh will be wasted away while they are
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on their feet, their eyes will bewasted in their heads and their tongues in theirmouths.
13And itwill be on that day that a great fearwill be sent among them from the Lord; and
everyonewill take his neighbour's hand, and everyman's handwill be lifted against his
neighbour's. 14And even Judahwill be fighting against Jerusalem; and thewealth of all
the nations round about will be massed together, a great store of gold and silver and
clothing. 15 And the horses and the transport beasts, the camels and the asses and all
the beasts in those tents will be attacked by the same disease. 16And it will come about
that everyone who is still living, of all those nations who came against Jerusalem, will
go up from year to year to give worship to the King, the Lord of armies, and to keep the
feast of tents. 17And it will be that if any one of all the families of the earth does not go
up to Jerusalem to give worship to the King, the Lord of armies, on them there will be
no rain. 18And if the family of Egypt does not go up or come there, theywill be attacked
by the disease which the Lord will send on the nations: 19 This will be the punishment
of Egypt, and the punishment of all the nations who do not go up to keep the feast of
tents. 20On that day all the bells of the horses will be holy to the Lord, and the pots in
the Lord's house will be like the basins before the altar. 21And every pot in Jerusalem
and in Judah will be holy to the Lord of armies: and all those who make offerings will
come and take them for boiling their offerings: in that day therewill be nomore traders
in the house of the Lord of armies.
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The Book of
Malachi

1 The word of the Lord to Israel by Malachi. 2 You have been loved by me, says the
Lord. But you say, Where was your love for us? Was not Esau Jacob's brother? says the
Lord: but Jacob was loved by me, 3And Esau was hated, and I sent destruction on his
mountains, and gave his heritage to the beasts of the waste land. 4 Though Edom says,
We are crushed down but wewill come back, building up the waste places; this is what
the Lord of armies has said: They may put up buildings, but I will have them pulled
down; and theywill be named The land of evil-doing, and The people againstwhom the
Lord keeps his wrath for ever. 5And your eyes will see it; and you will say, The Lord is
great even outside the limits of Israel. 6A son gives honour to his father, and a servant
has fear of his master: if then I am a father, where is my honour? and if I am a master,
where is the fear of me? says the Lord of armies to you, O priests, who give no value to
my name. And you say, How have we not given value to your name? 7You put unclean
breadonmyaltar. Andyousay,Howhavewemade itunclean? Byyour saying, The table
of the Lord is of no value. 8Andwhen you givewhat is blind for an offering, it is no evil!
and when you give what is damaged and ill, it is no evil! Give it now to your ruler; will
he be pleased with you, or will you have his approval? says the Lord of armies. 9And
now, make request for the grace of God so that hemay havemercy on us: this has been
your doing: will he give his approval to any of you? says the Lord of armies. 10 If only
therewas one amongyouwhowould see that the doorswere shut, so that youmight not
put a light to the fire on my altar for nothing! I have no pleasure in you, says the Lord
of armies, and I will not take an offering from your hands. 11For, from the coming up of
the sun till its going down,my name is great among the Gentiles; and in every place the
smell of burning flesh is offered tomy name, and a clean offering: formy name is great
among the Gentiles, says the Lord of armies. 12But you make it unholy by saying, The
Lord's table has become unclean, and his food is of no value. 13And you say, See, what a
weariness it is! and you let out your breath at it, says the Lord of armies; and you have
given what has been cut about by beasts, and what is damaged in its feet and ill; this is
the offering you give: will this be pleasing to me from your hands? says the Lord. 14A
curse on the false man who has a male in his flock, and takes his oath, and gives to the
Lord a damaged thing: for I am a great King, says the Lord of armies, andmy name is to
be feared among the Gentiles.

2
1And now, O you priests, this order is for you. 2 If you will not give ear and take it to

heart, to give glory tomyname, says theLordof armies, then Iwill send the curse onyou
and will put a curse on your blessing: truly, even now I have put a curse on it, because
you do not take it to heart. 3See, I will have your arm cut off, andwill put waste on your
faces, even thewaste fromyour feasts; andyouwill be takenawaywith it. 4Andyouwill
be certain that I have sent this order to you, so that it might bemy agreementwith Levi,
says the Lord of armies. 5My agreement with himwas onmy side life and peace, and I
gave them to him; on his side fear, and he had fear of me and gave honour tomy name.
6True teachingwas in hismouth, and no evil was seen on his lips: he waswalkingwith
me in peace and righteousness, turning numbers of people away from evil-doing. 7For
it is right for the priest's lips to keep knowledge, and for men to be waiting for the law
fromhismouth: for he is the servant sent from the Lord of armies. 8But you are turned
out of the way; you have made the law hard for numbers of people; you have made
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the agreement of Levi of no value, says the Lord of armies. 9And so I have taken away
your honour and made you low before all the people, even as you have not kept my
ways, and have given no thought to me in using the law. 10Have we not all one father?
has not one God made us? why are we, every one of us, acting falsely to his brother,
putting shame on the agreement of our fathers? 11 Judah has been acting falsely, and a
disgusting thinghas beendone in Jerusalem; for Judahhasmadeunclean theholy place
of the Lordwhich is dear to him, andhas taken as hiswife the daughter of a strange god.
12 The Lord will have the man who does this cut off root and branch out of the tents of
Jacob, and him who makes an offering to the Lord of armies. 13And this again you do:
covering the altar of the Lord with weeping and with grief, so that he gives no more
thought to the offering, and does not take it with pleasure from your hand. 14 But you
say, For what reason? Because the Lord has been a witness between you and the wife
of your early years, to whom you have been untrue, though she is your friend and the
wife to whom you have given your word. 15 ... So give thought to your spirit, and let no
one be false to the wife of his early years. 16For I am against the putting away of a wife,
says the Lord, the God of Israel, and against him who is clothed with violent acts, says
the Lord of armies: so give thought to your spirit and do not be false in your acts. 17You
have made the Lord tired with your words. And still you say, How have we made him
tired? By your saying, Everyone who does evil is good in the eyes of the Lord, and he
has delight in them; or, Where is God the judge?

3
1 See, I am sending my servant, and he will make ready the way before me; and the

Lord, whom you are looking for, will suddenly come to his Temple; and the angel of the
agreement, in whom you have delight, see, he is coming, says the Lord of armies. 2But
by whom may the day of his coming be faced? and who may keep his place when he
is seen? for he is like the metal-tester's fire and the cleaner's soap. 3He will take his
seat, testing and cleaning the sons of Levi, burning away the evil from them as from
gold and silver; so that theymaymake offerings to the Lord in righteousness. 4Then the
offeringof Judahand Jerusalemwill bepleasing to theLord, as indays goneby, andas in
past years. 5And I will come near to you for judging; I will quickly be a witness against
thewonder-workers, against thosewho have been untrue inmarried life, against those
who take false oaths; against those who keep back from the servant his payment, and
who are hard on thewidow and the child without a father, who do not give his rights to
theman from a strange country, and have no fear ofme, says the Lord of armies. 6For I
am the Lord, I amunchanged; and so you, O sons of Jacob, have not been cut off. 7From
the days of your fathers you have been turned away from my rules and have not kept
them. Come back to me, and I will come back to you, says the Lord of armies. But you
say, How are we to come back? 8Will a man keep back from Godwhat is right? But you
have kept back what is mine. But you say, What have we kept back from you? Tenths
and offerings. 9 You are cursed with a curse; for you have kept back from me what is
mine, even all this nation. 10 Let your tenths come into the store-house so that there
may be food in my house, and put me to the test by doing so, says the Lord of armies,
and see if I do not make the windows of heaven open and send down such a blessing
on you that there is no room for it. 11And on your account I will keep back the locusts
from wasting the fruits of your land; and the fruit of your vine will not be dropped on
the field before its time, says the Lord of armies 12And you will be named happy by all
nations: for you will be a land of delight, says the Lord of armies. 13 Your words have
been strong againstme, says the Lord. And still you say,What havewe said against you?
14 You have said, It is no use worshipping God: what profit have we had from keeping
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his orders, and going in clothing of sorrow before the Lord of armies? 15And now to us
themen of pride seemhappy; yes, the evil-doers are doingwell; they put God to the test
and are safe. 16Then those in whomwas the fear of the Lord had talk together: and the
Lord gave ear, and it was recorded in a book to be kept in mind before him, for those
who had the fear of the Lord and gave thought to his name. 17And they will be mine,
says the Lord, in the day when I make themmy special property; and I will havemercy
on them as a man has mercy on his son who is his servant. 18 Then you will again see
how the uprightman is different from the sinner, and the servant of God fromhimwho
is not.

4
1For see, the day is coming, it is burning like an oven; all themen of pride and all who

do evil will be dry stems of grass: and in the day which is coming they will be burned
up, says the Lord of armies, till they have not a root or a branch. 2But to you who give
worship to my name, the sun of righteousness will come up with new life in its wings;
and you will go out, playing like young oxen full of food. 3 And the evil-doers will be
crushed under you, they will be dust under your feet, in the day when I do my work,
says the Lord of armies. 4Keep inmind the law of Moses, my servant, which I gave him
in Horeb for all Israel, even the rules and the decisions. 5 See, I am sending you Elijah
the prophet before the day of the Lord comes, that great day, greatly to be feared. 6And
by him the hearts of fathers will be turned to their children, and the hearts of children
to their fathers; for fear that I may come and put the earth under a curse.
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The Good News According to
Matthew

1 The book of the generations of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.
2 The son of Abraham was Isaac; and the son of Isaac was Jacob; and the sons of Jacob
were Judah and his brothers; 3And the sons of Judah were Perez and Zerah by Tamar;
and the son of Perezwas Hezron; and the son of Hezronwas Ram; 4And the son of Ram
was Amminadab; and the son of Amminadab was Nahshon; and the son of Nahshon
was Salmon; 5And the son of Salmon by Rahab was Boaz; and the son of Boaz by Ruth
was Obed; and the son of Obedwas Jesse; 6And the son of Jessewas David the king; and
the son of David was Solomon by her who had been the wife of Uriah; 7And the son of
Solomon was Rehoboam; and the son of Rehoboam was Abijah; and the son of Abijah
was Asa; 8And the son of Asa was Jehoshaphat; and the son of Jehoshaphat was Joram;
and the son of Joram was Uzziah; 9And the son of Uzziah was Jotham; and the son of
Jotham was Ahaz; and the son of Ahaz was Hezekiah; 10And the son of Hezekiah was
Manasseh; and the son ofManassehwas Amon; and the son of Amonwas Josiah; 11And
the sons of Josiah were Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the taking away to
Babylon. 12 And after the taking away to Babylon, Jechoniah had a son Shealtiel; and
Shealtiel had Zerubbabel; 13And Zerubbabel had Abiud; and Abiud had Eliakim; and
Eliakim had Azor; 14And Azor had Zadok; and Zadok had Achim; and Achim had Eliud;
15And Eliud had Eleazar; and Eleazar hadMatthan; andMatthan had Jacob; 16And the
son of Jacob was Joseph the husband of Mary, who gave birth to Jesus, whose name is
Christ. 17 So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; and
from David to the taking away to Babylon, fourteen generations; and from the taking
away to Babylon to the coming of Christ, fourteen generations. 18Now the birth of Jesus
Christwas in thisway: whenhismotherMarywas going to bemarried to Joseph, before
they came together the discovery was made that she was with child by the Holy Spirit.
19And Joseph, herhusband, beinganuprightman, andnotdesiring tomakeherapublic
example, had a mind to put her away privately. 20 But when he was giving thought to
these things, an angel of the Lord came to him in a dream, saying, Joseph, son of David,
have no fear of taking Mary as your wife; because that which is in her body is of the
Holy Spirit. 21And shewill give birth to a son; and youwill give him the name Jesus; for
he will give his people salvation from their sins. 22Now all this took place so that the
word of the Lord by the prophet might come true, 23 See, the virgin will be with child,
andwill give birth to a son, and theywill give him thename Immanuel, that is, Godwith
us. 24And Joseph did as the angel of the Lord had said to him, and took her as his wife;
25And he had no connection with her till she had given birth to a son; and he gave him
the name Jesus.

2
1Nowwhen the birth of Jesus took place in Beth-lehemof Judaea, in the days ofHerod

the king, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, 2 Saying, Where is the King
of the Jews whose birth has now taken place? We have seen his star in the east and
have come to give him worship. 3And when it came to the ears of Herod the king, he
was troubled, and all Jerusalemwith him. 4And he got together all the chief priests and
scribes of the people, questioning them as to where the birth-place of the Christ would
be. 5 And they said to him, In Beth-lehem of Judaea; for so it is said in the writings of
the prophet, 6YouBeth-lehem, in the land of Judah, are not the least among the chiefs of
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Judah: out of you will come a ruler, who will be the keeper of my people Israel. 7 Then
Herod sent for the wise men privately, and put questions to them about what time the
star had been seen. 8 And he sent them to Beth-lehem and said, Go and make certain
where the young child is; and when you have seen him, let me have news of it, so that I
may come and give himworship. 9And after hearing the king, they went on their way;
and the star which they saw in the east went before them, till it came to rest over the
place where the young child was. 10And when they saw the star they were full of joy.
11And they came into the house, and saw the young child with Mary, his mother; and
falling down on their faces they gave himworship; and from their store they gave him
offerings of gold, perfume, and spices. 12 And it was made clear to them by God in a
dreamthat theywerenot to goback toHerod; so theywent into their countrybyanother
way. 13Andwhen theyhad gone, an angel of the Lord came to Joseph in adream, saying,
Get up and take the young child and his mother, and go into Egypt, and do not go from
there till I give you word; for Herod will be searching for the young child to put him to
death. 14Sohe took the young child andhismother bynight, andwent intoEgypt; 15And
was there till thedeathofHerod; so that thewordof theLord through theprophetmight
come true, Out of Egypt have I sent formy son. 16ThenHerod, when he saw that he had
been tricked by the wise men, was very angry; and he sent out, and put to death all the
male children in Beth-lehem and in all the parts round about it, from two years old and
under, acting on the knowledge which he had got with care from the wisemen. 17Then
theword of Jeremiah the prophet came true, 18 In Ramah therewas a sound ofweeping
and great sorrow, Rachelweeping for her children, and shewould not be comforted for
their loss. 19ButwhenHerodwasdead, anangelof theLordcame inadreamto Joseph in
Egypt, 20Saying, Get up and take the young child and hismother, and go into the land of
Israel: because theywhowere attempting to take the young child's life are dead. 21And
he got up, and took the young child and his mother, and came into the land of Israel.
22 But when it came to his ears that Archelaus was ruling over Judaea in the place of
his father Herod, he was in fear of going there; and God having given him news of the
danger in a dream, he went out of the way into the country parts of Galilee. 23And he
came andwas living in a town namedNazareth: so that theword of the prophetsmight
come true, He will be named a Nazarene.

3
1 And in those days John the Baptist came preaching in the waste land of Judaea,

2 Saying, Let your hearts be turned from sin; for the kingdom of heaven is near. 3 For
this is he of whom Isaiah the prophet said, The voice of one crying in the waste land,
Make ready the way of the Lord, make his roads straight. 4Now John was clothed in
camel's hair, with a leather band about him; and his foodwas locusts and honey. 5Then
Jerusalem and all Judaea went out to him, and all the people from near Jordan; 6And
they were given baptism by him in the river Jordan, saying openly that they had done
wrong. 7 But when he saw a number of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his
baptism, he said to them, Offspring of snakes, at whose word are you going in flight
from thewrath to come? 8Let your change of heart be seen in yourworks: 9And say not
to yourselves, We have Abraham for our father; because I say to you that God is able
from these stones to make children for Abraham. 10And even now the axe is put to the
root of the trees; every tree thenwhichdoes not give good fruit is cut down, andput into
the fire. 11 Truly, I give baptism with water to those of you whose hearts are changed;
but he who comes after me is greater than I, whose shoes I am not good enough to take
up: he will give you baptism with the Holy Spirit and with fire: 12 In whose hand is the
instrument with which he will make clean his grain; he will put the good grain in his
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store, but the waste will be burned up in the fire which will never be put out. 13 Then
Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be given baptism by him. 14But John
would have kept him back, saying, It is I who have need of baptism from you, and do
you come tome? 15But Jesusmade answer, saying to him, Let it be so now: because so it
is right for us tomake righteousness complete. Then he gave himbaptism. 16And Jesus,
having been given baptism, straight away went up from the water; and, the heavens
opening, he saw the Spirit of God coming down on him as a dove; 17And a voice came
out of heaven, saying, This is my dearly loved Son, with whom I amwell pleased.

4
1 Then Jesus was sent by the Spirit into the waste land to be tested by the Evil One.

2And after goingwithout food for forty days and forty nights, hewas in need of it. 3And
the Evil One came and said to him, If you are the Son of God, give the word for these
stones tobecomebread. 4Buthemadeanswerand said, It is in theWritings, Bread isnot
man's only need, but every word which comes out of the mouth of God. 5Then the Evil
One took him to the holy town; and he put him on the highest point of the Temple and
said to him, 6 If you are the Son of God, let yourself go down; for it is in theWritings, He
will give his angels care over you; and, In their hands theywill keep youup, so that your
foot may not be crushed against a stone. 7 Jesus said to him, Again it is in the Writings,
You may not put the Lord your God to the test. 8 Again, the Evil One took him up to a
veryhighmountain, and let himseeall thekingdomsof theworld and the gloryof them;
9Andhe said to him, All these thingswill I give you, if youwill go downon your face and
give me worship. 10 Then said Jesus to him, Away, Satan: for it is in the Writings, Give
worship to the Lord your God and be his servant only. 11Then the Evil One went away
from him, and angels came and took care of him. 12Now when it came to his ears that
Johnhadbeenput in prison, hewent away toGalilee; 13And going away fromNazareth,
he came andmade his living-place in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the country of
Zebulun andNaphtali: 14So that theword of the prophet Isaiahmight come true, 15The
land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, by theway of the sea, the other side of Jordan,
Galilee of theGentiles, 16Thepeoplewhowere in the dark sawa great light, and to those
in the land of the shade of death did the dawn come up. 17 From that time Jesus went
about preaching and saying, Let your hearts be turned from sin, for the kingdom of
heaven is near. 18Andwhen he was walking by the sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers,
Simon, whose other name was Peter, and Andrew, his brother, who were putting a net
into the sea; for they were fishermen. 19And he said to them, Come after me, and I will
make you fishers of men. 20And straight away they let go the nets and went after him.
21And going on from there he saw two other brothers, James, the son of Zebedee, and
John, his brother, in the boatwith their father, stitchingup their nets; andhe said, Come.
22And theywent straight fromtheboatand their fatherandcameafterhim. 23And Jesus
went about in all Galilee, teaching in their Synagogues and preaching the good news of
the kingdom, and making well those who were ill with any disease among the people.
24 And news of him went out through all Syria; and they took to him all who were ill
with different diseases and pains, those having evil spirits and thosewhowere off their
heads, and those who had no power of moving. And he made them well. 25And there
went after him great numbers from Galilee and Decapolis and Jerusalem and Judaea
and from the other side of Jordan.

5
1And seeing great masses of people he went up into the mountain; and when he was

seated his disciples came to him. 2Andwith thesewords he gave them teaching, saying,
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3Happy are the poor in spirit: for the kingdom of heaven is theirs. 4Happy are those
who are sad: for they will be comforted. 5Happy are the gentle: for the earth will be
their heritage. 6Happy are thosewhose heart's desire is for righteousness: for theywill
have their desire. 7 Happy are those who have mercy: for they will be given mercy.
8 Happy are the clean in heart: for they will see God. 9 Happy are the peacemakers:
for they will be named sons of God. 10Happy are those who are attacked on account of
righteousness: for the kingdom of heaven will be theirs. 11Happy are you when men
give you a bad name, and are cruel to you, and say all evil things against you falsely,
because ofme. 12Be glad and full of joy; for great is your reward in heaven: for sowere
the prophets attacked who were before you. 13 You are the salt of the earth; but if its
taste goes from the salt, howwill youmake it salt again? it is then good for nothing but
to be put out and crushed under foot by men. 14You are the light of the world. A town
put on a hill may be seen by all. 15And a burning light is not put under a vessel, but on
its table; so that its rays may be shining on all who are in the house. 16Even so let your
light be shiningbeforemen, so that theymay seeyour goodworks andgive glory to your
Father in heaven. 17 Let there be no thought that I have come to put an end to the law
or the prophets. I have not come for destruction, but to make complete. 18 Truly I say
to you, Till heaven and earth come to an end, not the smallest letter or part of a letter
will in any way be taken from the law, till all things are done. 19Whoever then goes
against the smallest of these laws, teaching men to do the same, will be named least in
the kingdom of heaven; but he who keeps the laws, teaching others to keep them, will
be named great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I say to you, If your righteousness is
not greater than the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never go into
the kingdomofheaven. 21Youhaveknowledge that itwas said in old times, Youmaynot
put to death; and,Whoeverputs to deathwill be indanger of being judged: 22But I say to
you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be in danger of being judged; and
he who says to his brother, Raca, will be in danger from the Sanhedrin; and whoever
says, You foolish one, will be in danger of the hell of fire. 23 If then you are making an
offering at the altar and there it comes to your mind that your brother has something
against you, 24While your offering is still before the altar, first go andmake peace with
your brother, then come andmake your offering. 25Come to an agreement quicklywith
him who has a cause against you at law, while you are with him on the way, for fear
that he may give you up to the judge and the judge may give you to the police and you
may be put into prison. 26 Truly I say to you, You will not come out from there till you
have made payment of the very last farthing. 27 You have knowledge that it was said,
Youmay not have connectionwith anotherman'swife: 28But I say to you that everyone
whoseeyesare turnedonawomanwithdesirehashadconnectionwithher inhisheart.
29And if your right eye is a cause of trouble to you, take it out and put it away from you;
because it is better to undergo the loss of one part, than for all your body to go into hell.
30And if your right hand is a cause of trouble to you, let it be cut off andput it away from
you; because it is better to undergo the loss of one part, than for all your body to go into
hell. 31 Again, it was said, Whoever puts away his wife has to give her a statement in
writing for this purpose: 32 But I say to you that everyone who puts away his wife for
any other cause but the loss of her virtue,makes her false to her husband; andwhoever
takes her as his wife after she is put away, is no true husband to her. 33Again, you have
knowledge that it was said in old times, Do not take false oaths, but give effect to your
oaths to the Lord: 34 But I say to you, Take no oaths at all: not by the heaven, because
it is the seat of God; 35Or by the earth, because it is the resting-place for his foot; or by
Jerusalem, because it is the town of the great King. 36Youmay not take an oath by your
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head, because you are not able to make one hair white or black. 37But let your words
be simply, Yes or No: and whatever is more than these is of the Evil One. 38 You have
knowledge that it was said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth: 39But I say to you,
Do not make use of force against an evil man; but to him who gives you a blow on the
right side of your face let the left be turned. 40And if anyman goes to lawwith you and
takes away your coat, do not keep back your robe fromhim. 41Andwhoevermakes you
go one mile, go with him two. 42Give to him who comes with a request, and keep not
your property from him who would for a time make use of it. 43 You have knowledge
that it was said, Have love for your neighbour, and hate for him who is against you:
44But I say to you, Have love for those who are against you, and make prayer for those
who are cruel to you; 45 So that you may be the sons of your Father in heaven; for his
sun gives light to the evil and to the good, and he sends rain on the upright man and
on the sinner. 46 For if you have love for those who have love for you, what credit is it
to you? do not the tax-farmers the same? 47And if you say, Good day, to your brothers
only, what do you do more than others? do not even the Gentiles the same? 48Be then
complete in righteousness, even as your Father in heaven is complete.

6
1Take carenot to doyour goodworksbeforemen, to be seenby them; or youwill have

no reward from your Father in heaven. 2When then you givemoney to the poor, do not
make a noise about it, as the false-heartedmen do in the Synagogues and in the streets,
so that theymay have glory frommen. Truly, I say to you, They have their reward. 3But
when you give money, let not your left hand see what your right hand does: 4 So that
your giving may be in secret; and your Father, who sees in secret, will give you your
reward. 5 And when you make your prayers, be not like the false-hearted men, who
take pleasure in getting up and saying their prayers in the Synagogues and at the street
turnings so that they may be seen by men. Truly I say to you, They have their reward.
6Butwhen youmake your prayer, go into your private room, and, shutting the door, say
a prayer to your Father in secret, and your Father, who sees in secret, will give you your
reward. 7And in your prayer do not make use of the same words again and again, as
the Gentiles do: for they have the idea that God will give attention to them because of
the number of theirwords. 8So be not like them; because your Father has knowledge of
your needs even before you make your requests to him. 9Let this then be your prayer:
Our Father in heaven,may your namebe kept holy. 10Let your kingdom come. Let your
pleasure be done, as in heaven, so on earth. 11 Give us this day bread for our needs.
12 And make us free of our debts, as we have made those free who are in debt to us.
13And let usnot beput to the test, but keepus safe from theEvilOne. 14For if you letmen
have forgiveness for their sins, you will have forgiveness from your Father in heaven.
15But if you donot letmenhave forgiveness for their sins, youwill not have forgiveness
from your Father for your sins. 16And when you go without food, be not sad-faced as
the false-hearted are. For they go about with changed looks, so that men may see that
they are going without food. Truly I say to you, They have their reward. 17 But when
you go without food, put oil on your head and make your face clean; 18 So that no one
may see that youare goingwithout food, but yourFather in secret; andyourFather,who
sees in secret, will give you your reward. 19Make no store of wealth for yourselves on
earth, where it may be turned to dust by worms and weather, and where thieves may
come in by force and take it away. 20But make a store for yourselves in heaven, where
it will not be turned to dust and where thieves do not come in to take it away: 21 For
where yourwealth is, therewill your heart be. 22The light of the body is the eye; if then
your eye is true, all your bodywill be full of light. 23But if your eye is evil, all your body
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will be dark. If then the light which is in you is dark, how dark it will be! 24No man is
able to be a servant to two masters: for he will have hate for the one and love for the
other, or he will keep to one and have no respect for the other. Youmay not be servants
of God and of wealth. 25 So I say to you, Take no thought for your life, about food or
drink, or about clothing for your body. Is not life more than food, and the body more
than its clothing? 26 See the birds of heaven; they do not put seeds in the earth, they do
not get in grain, or put it in store-houses; and your Father in heaven gives them food.
Are you not of much more value than they? 27And which of you by taking thought is
able to make himself a cubit taller? 28And why are you troubled about clothing? See
the flowers of the field, how they comeup; they do nowork, theymake no thread: 29But
I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. 30But
if God gives such clothing to the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is
put into the oven, will he notmuchmore give you clothing, O you of little faith? 31Then
do not be full of care, saying,What are we to have for food or drink? or,Withwhatmay
we be clothed? 32Because the Gentiles go in search of all these things: for your Father
in heaven has knowledge that you have need of all these things: 33But let your first care
be for his kingdomandhis righteousness; and all these other thingswill be given to you
in addition. 34Then have no care for tomorrow: tomorrowwill take care of itself. Take
the trouble of the day as it comes.

7
1Be not judges of others, and you will not be judged. 2 For as you have been judging,

so you will be judged, and with your measure will it be measured to you. 3Andwhy do
you take note of the grain of dust in your brother's eye, but take no note of the bit of
wood which is in your eye? 4Or how will you say to your brother, Let me take out the
grain of dust from your eye, when you yourself have a bit of wood in your eye? 5 You
false one, first take out the bit of wood from your eye, then will you see clearly to take
out the grain of dust fromyour brother's eye. 6Donot give thatwhich is holy to the dogs,
or put your jewels before pigs, for fear that they will be crushed under foot by the pigs
whose attack will then bemade against you. 7Make a request, and it will be answered;
what you are searching for you will get; give the sign, and the door will be open to you:
8Because toeveryonewhomakesa request, itwill begiven; andhewho is searchingwill
get his desire, and to him who gives the sign, the door will be open. 9Or which of you,
if his son makes a request for bread, will give him a stone? 10Or if he makes a request
for a fish, will give him a snake? 11 If you, then, being evil, are able to give good things
to your children, howmuch more will your Father in heaven give good things to those
who make requests to him? 12All those things, then, which you would have men do to
you, even so do you to them: because this is the law and the prophets. 13Go in by the
narrow door; for wide is the door and open is the way which goes to destruction, and
great numbers go in by it. 14 For narrow is the door and hard the road to life, and only
a small number make discovery of it. 15Be on the watch for false prophets, who come
to you in sheep's clothing, but inside they are cruel wolves. 16 By their fruits you will
get knowledge of them. Do men get grapes from thorns or figs from thistles? 17 Even
so, every good tree gives good fruit; but the bad tree gives evil fruit. 18 It is not possible
for a good tree to give bad fruit, and a bad tree will not give good fruit. 19 Every tree
which does not give good fruit is cut down and put in the fire. 20 So by their fruits you
will get knowledge of them. 21Not everyonewho says tome, Lord, Lord, will go into the
kingdom of heaven; but he who does the pleasure of my Father in heaven. 22 A great
numberwill say tome on that day, Lord, Lord, werewe not prophets in your name, and
did we not by your name send out evil spirits, and by your name do works of power?
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23And then will I say to them, I never had knowledge of you: go fromme, you workers
of evil. 24 Everyone, then, to whom my words come and who does them, will be like a
wise man who made his house on a rock; 25And the rain came down and there was a
rush of waters and the winds were driving against that house, but it was not moved;
because it was based on the rock. 26And everyone to whom my words come and who
does them not, will be like a foolish man who made his house on sand; 27And the rain
came down and there was a rush of waters and the winds were driving against that
house; and it came down and great was its fall. 28And it came about, when Jesus had
come to the end of these words, that the people were surprised at his teaching, 29 for he
was teaching as one having authority, and not as their scribes.

8
1 And when he had come down from the mountain, great numbers of people came

after him. 2And a leper came and gave himworship, saying, Lord, if it is your pleasure,
you have power to make me clean. 3 And he put his hand on him, saying, It is my
pleasure; be clean. And straight away he was made clean. 4And Jesus said to him, See
that you say nothing about this to anyone; but go and let the priest see you and make
the offering which was ordered by Moses, for a witness to them. 5And when Jesus was
come into Capernaum, a certain captain came to himwith a request, 6Saying, Lord, my
servant is ill in bed at the house, with no power in his body, and in great pain. 7 And
he said to him, I will come and make him well. 8And the captain in answer said, Lord,
I am not good enough for you to come under my roof; but only say the word, and my
servant will be made well. 9Because I myself am aman under authority, having under
me fighting men; and I say to this one, Go, and he goes; and to another, Come, and he
comes; and tomy servant, Do this, and he does it. 10Andwhen these words came to the
ears of Jesus hewas surprised, and said to thosewho came after him, Truly I say to you,
I have not seen such great faith, no, not in Israel. 11And I say to you that numbers will
come from the east and the west, and will take their seats with Abraham and Isaac and
Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven: 12But the sons of the kingdomwill be put out into the
dark, and therewill beweeping and cries of pain. 13And Jesus said to the captain, Go in
peace; as your faith is, so let it be done to you. And the servant was made well in that
hour. 14And when Jesus had come into Peter's house, he saw his wife's mother in bed,
very ill. 15And he put his hand on hers and the disease went from her, and she got up
and took care of his needs. 16And in the evening, they took to him a number of people
who had evil spirits; and he sent the spirits out of themwith a word, andmade well all
whowere ill; 17So that theword of Isaiah the prophetmight come true: He himself took
our pains and our diseases. 18Now when Jesus saw a great mass of people about him,
he gave an order to go to the other side. 19 And there came a scribe and said to him,
Master, I will come after you wherever you go. 20And Jesus said to him, The foxes have
holes, and the birds of heaven have a resting-place; but the Son of man has nowhere
to put his head. 21 And another of the disciples said to him, Lord, let me first go and
give the last honours to my father. 22But Jesus said to him, Come after me; and let the
dead take care of their dead. 23Andwhen he had got into a boat, his discipleswent after
him. 24And there came up a great storm in the sea, so that the boat was covered with
the waves: but he was sleeping. 25And they came to him, and, awaking him, said, Help,
Lord; destruction is near. 26And he said to them,Why are you full of fear, O you of little
faith? Then he got up and gave orders to the winds and the sea; and there was a great
calm. 27 And the men were full of wonder, saying, What sort of man is this, that even
the winds and the sea do his orders? 28And when he had come to the other side, to the
country of the Gadarenes, there came out to him from the place of the dead, two who
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had evil spirits, so violent that no man was able to go that way. 29And they gave a loud
cry, saying, What have we to do with you, you Son of God? Have you come here to give
us punishment before the time? 30Now there was, some distance away, a great herd of
pigs taking their food. 31And the evil spirits made strong prayers to him, saying, If you
send us out, let us go into the herd of pigs. 32And he said to them, Go. And they came
out, and went into the pigs; and the herd went rushing down a sharp slope into the sea
and came to their end in the water. 33And their keepers went in flight to the town and
gave an account of everything, and of the men who had the evil spirits. 34And all the
town came out to Jesus; and seeing him theymade request that hewould go away from
their part of the country.

9
1And he got into a boat andwent across and came to his town. 2And they took to him

a man stretched on a bed who had no power of moving; and Jesus, seeing their faith,
said to the man who was ill, Son, take heart; you have forgiveness for your sins. 3And
some of the scribes said among themselves, This man has no respect for God. 4 And
Jesus, having knowledge of what was in their minds, said, Why are your thoughts evil?
5 For which is the simpler, to say, You have forgiveness for your sins; or to say, Get up
and go? 6 But so that you may see that on earth the Son of man has authority for the
forgiveness of sins, (then said he to themanwhowas ill,) Get up, and take up your bed,
and go to yourhouse. 7Andhe got up andwent away tohis house. 8Butwhen thepeople
saw it theywere full of fear, and gave glory toGodwhohad given such authority tomen.
9Andwhen Jesuswas going from there, he sawamanwhosenamewasMatthew, seated
at the place where taxes were taken; and he said to him, Come after me. And he got
up and went after him. 10 And it came about, when he was in the house taking food,
that a number of tax-farmers and sinners came and took their placeswith Jesus and his
disciples. 11 And when the Pharisees saw it, they said to his disciples, Why does your
Master take food with tax-farmers and sinners? 12 But on hearing this he said, Those
who arewell have no need of amedicalman, but thosewho are ill. 13But go and take to
heart the sense of thesewords,Mydesire is formercy, not offerings: for I have comenot
to get the upright, but sinners. 14 Then the disciples of John came to him, saying, Why
do we and the Pharisees frequently go without food, but your disciples do not? 15And
Jesus said to them,Will the friendsof thenewly-marriedmanbe sadas longashe iswith
them? But the dayswill comewhenhewill be taken away from them, and thenwill they
gowithout food. 16Andnomanputs abit of newclothonanold coat, for bypulling away
fromtheold, itmakes aworsehole. 17Andmendonotputnewwine intooldwine-skins;
or the skins will be burst and the wine will come out, and the skins are of no more use:
but they put new wine into new wine-skins, and so the two will be safe. 18While he
was saying these things to them, there came a ruler and gave him worship, saying, My
daughter is even nowdead; but come and put your hand on her, and shewill come back
to life. 19And Jesus got up andwent after him, and so did his disciples. 20And awoman,
who for twelve years had had a flow of blood, came after him, and put her hand on the
edge of his robe: 21Because, she said to herself, if I may but put my hand on his robe, I
will be made well. 22But Jesus, turning and seeing her, said, Daughter, take heart; your
faith has made you well. And the woman was made well from that hour. 23And when
Jesus came into the ruler's house and saw the players with their instruments and the
peoplemaking a noise, 24He said, Make room; for the girl is not dead, but sleeping. And
they were laughing at him. 25But when the people were sent out, he went in and took
her by the hand; and the girl got up. 26 And the news of it went out into all that land.
27Andwhen Jesus went on from there, two blindmen came after him, crying out, Have
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mercy on us, you Son of David. 28Andwhen he had come into the house, the blindmen
came to him; and Jesus said to them, Have you faith that I am able to do this? They said
to him, Yes, Lord. 29 Then he put his hand on their eyes, saying, As your faith is, let it
be done to you. 30And their eyes were made open. And Jesus said to them sharply, Let
no man have knowledge of it. 31 But they went out and gave news of him in all that
land. 32And while they were going away, there came to him a man without the power
of talking, andwith an evil spirit. 33Andwhen the evil spirit had been sent out, theman
had the power of talking: and they were all surprised, saying, Such a thing has never
been seen in Israel. 34 But the Pharisees said, By the ruler of evil spirits, he sends evil
spirits out of men. 35And Jesus went about all the towns and small places, teaching in
their Synagoguesandpreaching thegoodnewsof thekingdomandmakingwell all sorts
of disease and pain. 36Butwhen he saw all the people hewasmovedwith pity for them,
because theywere troubled andwandering like sheepwithout a keeper. 37Thenhe said
to his disciples, There is much grain but not enough men to get it in. 38Make prayer,
then, to the Lord of the grain-fields, that hemay send out workers to get in his grain.

10
1 And he got together his twelve disciples and gave them the power of driving out

unclean spirits, and of making well all sorts of disease and pain. 2Now the names of
the twelve are these: The first, Simon, who is named Peter, and Andrew, his brother;
James, the son of Zebedee, and John, his brother; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas
and Matthew, the tax-farmer; James, the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the
Zealot, and Judas Iscariot, who was false to him. 5These twelve Jesus sent out and gave
them orders, saying, Do not go among the Gentiles, or into any town of Samaria, 6 But
go to the wandering sheep of the house of Israel, 7And, on your way, say, The kingdom
of heaven is near. 8Makewell those who are ill, give life to the dead, make lepers clean,
send evil spirits out of men; freely it has been given to you, freely give. 9 Take no gold
or silver or copper in your pockets; 10Take no bag for your journey and do not take two
coats or shoes or a stick: for the workman has a right to his food. 11And into whatever
town or small place you go,make search there for someonewho is respected, andmake
his house your resting-place till you go away. 12 And when you go in, say, May peace
be on this house. 13And if the house is good enough, let your peace come on it: but if
not, let your peace come back to you. 14And whoever will not take you in, or give ear
to yourwords, when you go out from that house or that town, put off its dust from your
feet. 15 Truly I say to you, It will be better for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the
day of God's judging than for that town. 16 See, I send you out as sheep among wolves.
Be then as wise as snakes, and as gentle as doves. 17But be on the watch against men:
for they will give you up to the Sanhedrins, and in their Synagogues they will give you
blows; 18Andyouwill comebefore rulers andkingsbecauseofme, for awitness to them
and to the Gentiles. 19But when you are given up into their hands, do not be troubled
about what to say or how to say it: for in that hour what you are to say will be given
to you; 20Because it is not you who say the words, but the Spirit of your Father in you.
21And brother will give up brother to death, and the father his child: and children will
go against their fathers and mothers, and put them to death. 22And you will be hated
by all men because of my name: but he who is strong to the end will have salvation.
23But when they are cruel to you in one town, go in flight to another: for truly, I say to
you, You will not have gone through the towns of Israel before the Son of man comes.
24A disciple is not greater than his master, or a servant than his lord. 25 It is enough for
the disciple that hemay be as his master, and the servant as his lord. If they have given
the name Beelzebub to the master of the house, howmuch more to those of his house!
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26Have, then, no fear of them: because nothing is covered which will not come to light,
or secret which will not be made clear. 27What I say to you in the dark, say in the light:
and what comes to your ear secretly, say publicly from the house-tops. 28And have no
fear of those who put to death the body, but are not able to put to death the soul. But
have fear of himwho has power to give soul and body to destruction in hell. 29Are not
sparrows two a farthing? and not one of them comes to an end without your Father:
30 But the hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 Then have no fear; you are of more
value than a flock of sparrows. 32 To everyone, then, who gives witness to me before
men, I will give witness before my Father in heaven. 33But if anyone says before men
that he has no knowledge of me, I will say that I have no knowledge of him before my
Father inheaven. 34Donothave the thought that I have come to sendpeaceon theearth;
I came not to send peace but a sword. 35For I have come to put aman against his father,
and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter-in-law against her mother-in-
law: 36And a man will be hated by those of his house. 37He who has more love for his
father or mother than for me is not good enough for me; he who has more love for son
or daughter than for me is not good enough for me. 38 And he who does not take his
cross and come afterme is not good enough forme. 39Hewho has the desire to keep his
life will have it taken from him, and he who gives up his life because of me will have it
given back to him. 40Hewho gives honour to you gives honour tome; and hewho gives
honour to me gives honour to him who sent me. 41He who gives honour to a prophet,
in the name of a prophet, will be given a prophet's reward; and hewho gives honour to
an uprightman, in the name of an uprightman, will be given an uprightman's reward.
42And whoever gives to one of these little ones a cup of cold water only, in the name of
a disciple, truly I say to you, he will not go without his reward.

11
1 And it came about that when Jesus had come to the end of giving these orders to

his twelve disciples, he went away from there, teaching and preaching in their towns.
2 Now when John had news in prison of the works of the Christ, he sent his disciples
3To say to him, Are you he who is to come, or are we waiting for another? 4And Jesus,
answering, said to them, Go and give news to John of the things which you are seeing
and hearing: 5The blind see; those who were not able to, are walking; lepers are made
clean; those who were without hearing, now have their ears open; the dead come to
life again, and the poor have the good news given to them. 6And a blessing will be on
him who has no doubts about me. 7And when they were going away, Jesus, talking of
John, said to all the people, What went you out into the waste land to see? a tall stem
moving in the wind? 8But what went you out to see? a man delicately clothed? Those
who have fair robes are in kings' houses. 9 But why did you go out? to see a prophet?
Yes, I say to you, and more than a prophet. 10This is he of whom it has been said, See, I
sendmy servant before your face, whowill make ready yourway before you. 11Truly I
say to you, Among the sons ofwomen therehasnot beena greater than John theBaptist:
but he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12And from the days
of John the Baptist till now, the kingdom of heaven is forcing its way in, and men of
force take it. 13For all the prophets and the lawwere in force till John. 14And if you are
able to see it, this is Elijah who was to come. 15He who has ears, let him give ear. 16But
what comparisonmay Imake of this generation? It is like children seated in themarket-
places, crying out to one another, 17We made music for you and you did not take part
in the dance; we gave cries of sorrow and youmade no signs of grief. 18For John came,
taking no food or drink, and they say, He has an evil spirit. 19The Son of man has come
feasting, and they say, See, a lover of food andwine, a friend of tax-farmers and sinners!
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And wisdom is judged to be right by her works. 20 Then he went on to say hard things
to the towns where most of his works of power were done, because they had not been
turned from their sins. 21 Unhappy are you, Chorazin! Unhappy are you, Beth-saida!
For if the works of power which were done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon,
they would have been turned from their sins in days gone by, clothing themselves in
haircloth and putting dust on their heads. 22 But I say to you, It will be better for Tyre
and Sidon in the day of judging, than for you. 23And you, Capernaum, were you not to
be lifted up to heaven? youwill go down into hell: for if theworks of powerwhichwere
done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have been here to this day. 24But I say to
you that it will be better for the land of Sodom in the day of judging, than for you. 25At
that time Jesusmade answer and said, I give praise to you, O Father, Lord of heaven and
earth, because you have kept these things secret from thewise and themen of learning,
and havemade them clear to little children. 26Yes, Father, for so it was pleasing in your
eyes. 27All things have been given to me by my Father; and no one has knowledge of
the Son, but the Father; and no one has knowledge of the Father, but the Son, and he to
whom the Sonwill make it clear. 28Come tome, all youwho are troubled andweighted
down with care, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke on you and become like me,
for I am gentle and without pride, and you will have rest for your souls; 30For my yoke
is good, and the weight I take up is not hard.

12
1At that time Jesuswent through thefieldson theSabbathday; andhisdisciples, being

in need of food, were taking the heads of grain. 2 But the Pharisees, when they saw it,
said to him, See, your disciples do thatwhich it is not right to do on the Sabbath. 3But he
said to them, Have you no knowledge of what David didwhen he had need of food, and
those who were with him? 4How he went into the house of God and took for food the
holy bread which it was not right for him or for those who were with him to take, but
only for thepriests? 5Or is it not said in the law, how the Sabbath is brokenby thepriests
in the Temple and they do no wrong? 6 But I say to you that a greater thing than the
Temple is here. 7But if thesewords had been in yourminds, My desire is formercy and
not for offerings, youwouldnothavebeen judging thosewhohavedonenowrong. 8For
the Son of man is lord of the Sabbath. 9And he went from there into their Synagogue:
10 And there was a man with a dead hand. And they put a question to him, saying, Is
it right to make a man well on the Sabbath day? so that they might have something
against him. 11And he said to them, Which of you, having a sheep, if it gets into a hole
on the Sabbath day, will not put out a helping hand and get it back? 12 Of how much
more value is a man than a sheep! For this reason it is right to do good on the Sabbath
day. 13Then said he to theman, Put out your hand. And he put it out, and it wasmade as
well as the other. 14But the Phariseeswent out andmade designs against him, how they
might put him to death. 15And Jesus, having knowledge of this, went away from there,
and a great number went after him; and he made them all well, 16Ordering them not
to give people word of him: 17 So that what was said by Isaiah the prophet might come
true, 18 Seemy servant, the man of my selection, my loved one in whommy soul is well
pleased: I will put my Spirit on him, and hewill makemy decision clear to the Gentiles.
19His comingwill not bewith fighting or loud cries; and his voicewill not be lifted up in
the streets. 20The crushed stemwill not be broken by him; and the feebly burning light
will he not put out, till he hasmade righteousness overcome all. 21And in his namewill
the Gentiles put their hope. 22 Then they took to him one with an evil spirit, who was
blind and had no power of talking: and he made him well so that he had the power of
talking and seeing. 23And all the people were surprised and said, Is not this the Son of
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David? 24 But the Pharisees, hearing of it, said, This man only sends evil spirits out of
men by Beelzebub, the ruler of evil spirits. 25And having knowledge of their thoughts
he said to them, Every kingdomhaving division in itself is madewaste, and every town
or house having division in itself will come to destruction. 26 And if Satan sends out
Satan, he makes war against himself; how then will he keep his kingdom? 27 And if I
by Beelzebub send evil spirits out of men, by whom do your sons send them out? So
let them be your judges. 28 But if I by the Spirit of God send out evil spirits, then is the
kingdom of God come on you. 29Or howmay one go into a strongman's house and take
his goods, if he does not first put cords round the strongman? and then hemay take his
goods. 30Whoever is not withme is against me; and he who does not take part withme
in getting people together, is driving them away. 31 So I say to you, Every sin and every
evil word against God will have forgiveness; but for evil words against the Spirit there
will be no forgiveness. 32And whoever says a word against the Son of man, will have
forgiveness; but whoever says a word against the Holy Spirit, will not have forgiveness
in this life or in that which is to come. 33Make the tree good, and its fruit good; ormake
the tree bad, and its fruit bad; for by its fruit you will get knowledge of the tree. 34You
offspring of snakes, how are you, being evil, able to say good things? because out of the
heart's store come the words of the mouth. 35The good man out of his good store gives
good things; and the evil man out of his evil store gives evil things. 36And I say to you
that in the day when they are judged, menwill have to give an account of every foolish
word they have said. 37For by yourwordswill your righteousness be seen, and by your
words you will be judged. 38Then some of the scribes and Pharisees, hearing this, said
tohim,Master,weare looking for a sign fromyou. 39But he, answering, said to them, An
evil and false generation is looking for a sign; and no signwill be given to it but the sign
of the prophet Jonah: 40For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the stomach of
the great fish, so will the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the
earth. 41Themen of Nineveh will come up in the day of judging and give their decision
against this generation: because they were turned from their sins at the preaching of
Jonah; and now a greater than Jonah is here. 42The queen of the South will come up in
the day of judging and give her decision against this generation: for she came from the
ends of the earth to give ear to thewisdomof Solomon; andnowagreater than Solomon
is here. 43But the unclean spirit, when he is gone out of aman, goes through dry places
looking for rest, and getting it not. 44 Then he says, I will go back into my house from
which I came out; and when he comes, he sees that there is no one in it, but that it has
beenmade fair and clean. 45Then he goes and takeswith him seven other spirits worse
than himself, and they go in and make it their living-place: and the last condition of
that man is worse than the first. Even so will it be with this evil generation. 46While
he was still talking to the people, his mother and his brothers came, desiring to have
talk with him. 47And one said to him, See, your mother and your brothers are outside,
desiring to have talk with you. 48But he in answer said to himwho gave the news,Who
is mymother and who are my brothers? 49And he put out his hand to his disciples and
said, See, my mother and my brothers! 50 For whoever does the pleasure of my Father
in heaven, he is my brother, and sister, andmother.

13
1On that day Jesus went out of the house and was seated by the seaside. 2And great

numbers of people came together to him, so that he got into a boat; and the people took
up their position by the sea. 3Andhe gave them teaching in the formof a story, saying, A
manwent out to put seed in the earth; 4Andwhile he did so, some seeds were dropped
by thewayside, and the birds came and took them for food: 5And some of the seedwent
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among the stones, where it had not much earth, and straight away it came up because
the earthwas not deep: 6Andwhen the sunwas high, it was burned; and because it had
no root it became dry and dead. 7And some seeds went among thorns, and the thorns
cameupand theyhadno room for growth: 8And some, falling on good earth, gave fruit,
some a hundred, some sixty, some thirty times asmuch. 9Hewho has ears, let him give
ear. 10 And the disciples came and said to him, Why do you say things to them in the
form of stories? 11And he said to them in answer, To you is given the knowledge of the
secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given. 12 Because whoever has,
to him will be given, and he will have more; but from him who has not, even what he
has will be taken away. 13 For this reason I put things into the form of stories; because
they seewithout seeing, andgive earwithouthearing, and the sense is not clear to them.
14And for them the words of Isaiah have come true, Though you give ear, you will not
get knowledge; and seeing, youwill see, but the sensewill not be clear to you: 15For the
heart of this people has become fat and their ears are slow in hearing and their eyes
are shut; for fear that they might see with their eyes and give hearing with their ears
and become wise in their hearts and be turned again to me, so that I might make them
well. 16But a blessing be on your eyes, because they see; and on your ears, because they
are open. 17 For truly, I say to you that prophets and upright men had a desire to see
the thingswhich you see, and saw themnot; and to have knowledge of thewordswhich
have come to your ears, and they had it not. 18Give ear, then, to the story of the man
who put the seed in the earth. 19When the word of the kingdom comes to anyone, and
the sense of it is not clear to him, then the Evil One comes, and quickly takes away that
which was put in his heart. He is the seed dropped by the wayside. 20And that which
went on the stones, this is he who, hearing the word, straight away takes it with joy;
21But having no root in himself, he goes on for a time; andwhen trouble comes or pain,
because of theword, he quickly becomes full of doubts. 22And that whichwas dropped
among the thorns, this is hewho has theword; and the cares of this life, and the deceits
of wealth, put a stop to the growth of the word and it gives no fruit. 23 And the seed
which was put in good earth, this is he who gives ear to the word, and gets the sense
of it; who gives fruit, some a hundred, some sixty, some thirty times as much. 24 And
he gave them another story, saying, The kingdom of heaven is like amanwho put good
seed in his field: 25But while men were sleeping, one who had hate for him came and
put evil seeds among the grain, andwent away. 26Butwhen the green stemcameupand
gave fruit, the evil plants were seen at the same time. 27And the servants of the master
of the house cameand said to him, Sir, did younot put good seed in yourfield? how then
has it evil plants? 28And he said, Someone has done this in hate. And the servants say
to him, Is it your pleasure that we go and take them up? 29But he says, No, for fear that
by chancewhile you take up the evil plants, youmay be rooting up the grainwith them.
30 Let them come up together till the getting in of the grain; and then I will say to the
workers, Take up first the evil plants, and put them together for burning: but put the
grain intomy store-house. 31He put another story before them, saying, The kingdom of
heaven is like a grain ofmustard seedwhich aman took and put in his field: 32Which is
smaller thanall seeds; butwhen ithas comeup it is greater than theplants, andbecomes
a tree, so that the birds of heaven come and make their resting-places in its branches.
33Another story he gave to them: The kingdomof heaven is like leaven,which awoman
took, and put in threemeasures of meal, till it was all leavened. 34All these things Jesus
said to the people in the form of stories; and without a story he said nothing to them:
35 That it might come true which was said by the prophet, Opening my mouth, I will
give out stories; I will give knowledge of things kept secret frombefore all time. 36Then
he went away from the people, and went into the house; and his disciples came to him,
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saying, Make clear to us the story of the evil plants in the field. 37And he made answer
and said, Hewho puts the good seed in the earth is the Son ofman; 38And the field is the
world; and the good seed is the sons of the kingdom; and the evil seeds are the sons of
the Evil One; 39Andhewhoput them in the earth is Satan; and the getting in of the grain
is the end of the world; and those who get it in are the angels. 40As then the evil plants
are got together and burned with fire, so will it be in the end of the world. 41 The Son
ofmanwill send out his angels, and theywill take out of his kingdom everythingwhich
is a cause of error, and all those who do wrong, 42And will put them into the fire; there
will beweeping and cries of sorrow. 43Thenwill the upright be shining as the sun in the
kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him give ear. 44The kingdom of heaven is
like a secret store ofwealth in a field, which aman came across and put back again; and
in his joy he goes and gives all he has, to get that field. 45Again, the kingdom of heaven
is like a trader searching for beautiful jewels. 46And having come across one jewel of
great price, he went and gave all he had in exchange for it. 47 Again, the kingdom of
heaven is like a net, whichwas put into the sea and took in every sort of fish: 48When it
was full, they took it upon the sands; and seated there theyput the good into vessels, but
the bad they put away. 49 So will it be in the end of the world: the angels will come and
take out the bad from the good, 50Andwill put them into the fire: therewill be weeping
and cries of sorrow. 51Are all these things nowclear to you? They say to him, Yes. 52And
he said to them, For this reason every scribe who has become a disciple of the kingdom
of heaven is like the owner of a house, who gives out from his store things new and
old. 53And when Jesus had come to the end of these stories he went away from there.
54And coming into his country, he gave them teaching in their Synagogue, so that they
were greatly surprised and said, Where did this man get this wisdom and these works
of power? 55 Is not this the woodworker's son? is not his mother namedMary? and his
brothers James and Joseph and Simonand Judas? 56Andhis sisters, are theynot allwith
us? fromwhere, then, has he all these things? 57And they were bitter against him. But
Jesus said to them, A prophet is nowherewithout honour but in his country and among
his family. 58And theworks of powerwhichhe did therewere small in number because
they had no faith.

14
1At that time news of Jesus came to Herod the king; 2And he said to his servants, This

is John theBaptist; he has comeback from the dead, and so these powers areworking in
him. 3ForHerod had taken John and put him in prison because ofHerodias, his brother
Philip's wife. 4 Because John had said to him, It is not right for you to have her. 5And
he would have put him to death, but for his fear of the people, because in their eyes
John was a prophet. 6But when Herod's birthday came, the daughter of Herodias was
dancing before them, and Herod was pleased with her. 7 So he gave her his word with
an oath to let her havewhatever shemightmake request for. 8And she, at hermother's
suggestion, said, Give me here on a plate the head of John the Baptist. 9 And the king
was sad; but because of his oaths and because of his guests, he gave the order for it to
be given to her; 10And he sent and had John's head cut off in the prison. 11And his head
wasput onaplate andgiven to the girl; and she took it to hermother. 12Andhis disciples
came, and took up his body and put it in the earth; and they went and gave Jesus news
of what had taken place. 13Now when it came to the ears of Jesus, he went away from
there in a boat, to a waste place by himself: and the people hearing of it, went after
him on foot from the towns. 14And he came out and saw a great number of people and
he had pity on them, and made well those of them who were ill. 15And when evening
had come, the disciples came to him, saying, This place is waste land, and the time is
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now past; send the people away so that they may go into the towns and get themselves
food. 16 But Jesus said to them, There is no need for them to go away; give them food
yourselves. 17And they say to him,We have here but five cakes of bread and two fishes.
18And he said, Give them tome. 19And he gave orders for the people to be seated on the
grass; and he took the five cakes of bread and the two fishes and, looking up to heaven,
he said words of blessing, and made division of the food, and gave it to the disciples,
and the disciples gave it to the people. 20And they all took of the food and had enough:
and they took up twelve baskets full of broken bits which were not used. 21And those
whohad foodwereaboutfive thousandmen, inaddition towomenandchildren. 22And
straight awayhemade thedisciples get into theboat and gobeforehim to the other side,
till he had sent the people away. 23And after he had sent the people away, he went up
into the mountain by himself for prayer: and when evening was come, he was there
by himself. 24 But the boat was now in the middle of the sea, and was troubled by the
waves: for the wind was against them. 25And in the fourth watch of the night he came
to them, walking on the sea. 26And when they saw him walking on the sea, they were
troubled, saying, It is a spirit; and they gave cries of fear. 27But straight away Jesus said
to them, Take heart; it is I, have no fear. 28And Peter, answering, said to him, Lord, if it is
you, giveme the order to come to you on the water. 29And he said, Come. And Peter got
out of the boat, and walking on the water, went to Jesus. 30But when he saw the wind
hewas in fear and, starting to go down, he gave a cry, saying, Help, Lord. 31And straight
away Jesus put out his hand and took a grip of him, and said to him, Oman of little faith,
why were you in doubt? 32And when they had got into the boat, the wind went down.
33And those who were in the boat gave him worship, saying, Truly you are the Son of
God. 34And when they had gone across, they came to land at Gennesaret. 35And when
the men of that place had news of him, they sent into all the country round about, and
took to him all whowere ill, 36With the request that theymight only put their hands on
the edge of his robe: and all those who did so weremade well.

15
1 Then there came to Jesus from Jerusalem Pharisees and scribes, saying, 2Why do

your disciples go against the teaching of the fathers? for they take foodwith unwashed
hands. 3And in answer he said to them, Why do you, yourselves, go against the word
of God on account of the teaching which has been handed down to you? 4For God said,
Give honour to your father andmother: and, He who says evil of father or mother will
be put to death. 5 But you say, If a man says to his father or his mother, That by which
you might have had profit from me is given to God; 6 There is no need for him to give
honour tohis father. Andyouhavemade thewordofGodwithout effect becauseof your
teaching. 7You false ones,well did Isaiah say of you, 8Thesepeople givemehonourwith
their lips, but their heart is far fromme. 9But theirworship is to no purpose, while they
give as their teaching the rules of men. 10 And he got the people together and said to
them, Give ear, and let my words be clear to you: 11Not that which goes into the mouth
makes a man unclean, but that which comes out of the mouth. 12 Then the disciples
came and said to him, Did you see that the Pharisees were troubled when these words
came to their ears? 13But he said in answer, Every plantwhichmy Father in heaven has
not put in the earth, will be taken up by the roots. 14Let them be: they are blind guides.
And if a blind man is guiding a blind man, the two will go falling into a hole together.
15Then Peter said to him, Make the story clear to us. 16And he said, Are you, like them,
still without wisdom? 17Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth goes on into
the stomach, and is sent out as waste? 18 But the things which come out of the mouth
come from the heart; and they make a man unclean. 19 For out of the heart come evil
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thoughts, the taking of life, broken faith between the married, unclean desires of the
flesh, taking of property, falsewitness, bitterwords: 20These are the thingswhichmake
a man unclean; but to take food with unwashed hands does not make a man unclean.
21And Jesus went away from there into the country of Tyre and Sidon. 22And awoman
of Canaan came out from those parts, crying and saying, Have pity on me, O Lord, Son
of David; my daughter is greatly troubled with an unclean spirit. 23 But he gave her
no answer. And his disciples came and said to him, Send her away, for she is crying
after us. 24But hemade answer and said, I was sent only to the wandering sheep of the
house of Israel. 25 But she came and gave him worship, saying, Help, Lord. 26 And he
made answer and said, It is not right to take the children's bread and give it to the dogs.
27But she said, Yes, Lord: but even thedogs take thebits fromunder theirmasters' table.
28 Then Jesus, answering, said to her, O woman, great is your faith: let your desire be
done. And her daughter was made well from that hour. 29And Jesus went from there
and came to the sea of Galilee; and he went up into the mountain, and took his seat
there. 30And there came to him great numbers of people having with them those who
were broken in body, or blind, or without voice, or wounded, or ill in any way, and a
number of others; they put them down at his feet and hemade themwell: 31So that the
peoplewere full ofwonderwhen they saw that thosewhohadnovoicewere talking, the
feeble were made strong, those whose bodies were broken had the power of walking,
and the blindwere able to see: and they gave glory to the God of Israel. 32And Jesus got
his disciples together and said, I have pity for the people, because they have now been
with me three days and have no food: and I will not send them away without food, or
they will have no strength for the journey. 33And the disciples say to him, Howmaywe
get enough bread in awaste place, to give food to such a number of people? 34And Jesus
says to them, Howmuch bread have you? And they said, Seven cakes, and some small
fishes. 35Thenhegaveanorder to thepeople tobe seatedon theearth, 36Andhe took the
seven cakes of bread and the fishes; and having given praise, he gave the broken bread
to the disciples, and the disciples gave it to the people. 37And they all took food, and had
enough; and they took up of the broken bits, seven baskets full. 38And there were four
thousandmen who took food, together with women and children. 39And when he had
sent the people away, he got into the boat, and came into the country of Magadan.

16
1And the Pharisees and Sadducees came and, testing him, made a request to him to

give them a sign from heaven. 2But in answer he said to them, At nightfall you say, The
weather will be good, for the sky is red. 3And in the morning, The weather will be bad
today, for the sky is red and angry. You are able to see the face of heaven, but not the
signs of the times. 4An evil and false generation is searching after a sign; and no sign
will be given to it but the sign of Jonah. And he went away from them. 5And when the
disciples came to the other side theyhadnot taken thought to get bread. 6And Jesus said
to them, Take care tohavenothing todowith the leavenof thePharisees andSadducees.
7And they were reasoning among themselves, saying, We took no bread. 8And Jesus,
seeing it, said, O you of little faith, why are you reasoning among yourselves, because
you have no bread? 9Do you still not see, or keep in mind the five cakes of bread of the
five thousand, and the number of baskets you took up? 10Or the seven cakes of bread of
the four thousand, and the number of baskets you took up? 11How is it that you do not
see that Iwasnot talking to you about bread, but about keeping away from the leavenof
thePharisees andSadducees? 12Then they saw that itwasnot the leavenofbreadwhich
hehad inmind, but the teachingof thePharisees andSadducees. 13Nowwhen Jesushad
come into the parts of Caesarea Philippi, he said, questioning his disciples,Who domen
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say that the Son of man is? 14 And they said, Some say, John the Baptist; some, Elijah;
and others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets. 15He says to them, But who do you say
that I am? 16And Simon Peter made answer and said, You are the Christ, the Son of the
living God. 17 And Jesus made answer and said to him, A blessing on you, Simon Bar-
jonah: because this knowledge has not come to you from flesh and blood, but frommy
Father in heaven. 18And I say to you that you are Peter, and on this rockwill my church
be based, and the doors of hell will not overcome it. 19 I will give to you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven: andwhatever is fixed by you on earth will be fixed in heaven: and
whatever you make free on earth will be made free in heaven. 20 Then he gave orders
to the disciples to give nomanword that hewas the Christ. 21From that time Jesuswent
on tomake clear to his disciples howhewould have to go up to Jerusalem, and undergo
much at the hands of those in authority and the chief priests and scribes, and be put to
death, and the third day come again from the dead. 22AndPeter, protesting, said to him,
Be it far from you, Lord; it is impossible that this will come about. 23 But he, turning
to Peter, said, Get out of my way, Satan: you are a danger to me because your mind is
not on the things of God, but on the things of men. 24Then Jesus said to his disciples, If
anymanwould come afterme, let him give up all, and take up his cross, and come after
me. 25 Because whoever has a desire to keep his life safe will have it taken from him;
but whoever gives up his life because of me, will have it given back to him. 26For what
profit has aman, if he gets all theworldwith the loss of his life? orwhatwill aman give
in exchange for his life? 27 For the Son of man will come in the glory of his Father with
his angels; and then he will give to every man the reward of his works. 28Truly I say to
you, There are someof those herewhowill not have a taste of death, till they see the Son
of man coming in his kingdom.

17
1And after six days Jesus takes with him Peter, and James, and John, his brother, and

makes them go upwith him into a highmountain by themselves. 2And hewas changed
in form before them; and his face was shining like the sun, and his clothing became
white as light. 3And Moses and Elijah came before their eyes, talking with him. 4And
Petermade answer and said to Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be here: if youwill letme,
I will make here three tents, one for you, and one for Moses, and one for Elijah. 5While
hewas still talking, a bright cloud came over them: and a voice out of the cloud, saying,
This ismydearly lovedSon,withwhomIamwell pleased; give ear tohim. 6Andat these
words the discipleswent down on their faces in great fear. 7And Jesus came and put his
hand on them and said, Get up and have no fear. 8And lifting up their eyes, they saw no
one, but Jesus only. 9Andwhen theywere coming down from themountain, Jesus gave
them orders, saying, Let no man have word of what you have seen, till the Son of man
has come again from the dead. 10And his disciples, questioning him, said, Why then do
the scribes say that Elijah has to come first? 11And in answer he said, Elijah truly has to
come and put all things right: 12But I say to you that Elijah has come, and they had no
knowledge of him, but did to him whatever they were pleased to do; the same will the
Sonofmanundergo at their hands. 13Then thedisciples saw that hewas talking to them
of John theBaptist. 14Andwhen they came to the people, amanwent downonhis knees
to him, saying, 15Lord havemercy onmy son: for he is off his head, and is in great pain;
and frequently he goes falling into the fire, and frequently into the water. 16And I took
him to your disciples, and theywerenot able tomakehimwell. 17And Jesus, answering,
said, O false and foolish generation, how long will I be with you? how long will I put up
with you? let him come here to me. 18And Jesus gave orders to the unclean spirit, and
it went out of him: and the boy was made well from that hour. 19 Then the disciples
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came to Jesus privately, and said, Why were we not able to send it out? 20And he says
to them, Because of your little faith: for truly I say to you, If you have faith as a grain
of mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, Be moved from this place to that; and it
will bemoved; and nothingwill be impossible to you. 21 [] 22Andwhile theywere going
about in Galilee, Jesus said to them, The Son of man will be given up into the hands of
men; 23And they will put him to death, and the third day he will come again from the
dead. And they were very sad. 24And when they had come to Capernaum, those who
took the Temple tax came to Peter and said, Does not yourmastermake payment of the
Temple tax? 25He says, Yes. And when he came into the house, Jesus said to him, What
is your opinion, Simon? fromwhomdo the kings of the earth get payment or tax? from
their sons or from other people? 26And when he said, From other people, Jesus said to
him, Then are the sons free. 27But, so that wemay not be a cause of trouble to them, go
to the sea, and let down a hook, and take the first fishwhich comes up; and in hismouth
you will see a bit of money: take that, and give it to them for me and you.

18
1 In that hour the disciples came to Jesus, saying, Who is greatest in the kingdom of

heaven? 2Andhe took a little child, and put him in themiddle of them, 3And said, Truly,
I say to you, If you do not have a change of heart and become like little children, you
will not go into the kingdom of heaven. 4Whoever, then, will make himself as low as
this little child, the same is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5Andwhoever gives
honour to one such little child inmyname, gives honour tome: 6Butwhoever is a cause
of trouble to one of these little ones who have faith in me, it would be better for him to
have a great stone fixed to his neck, and to come to his end in the deep sea. 7A curse is
on the earth because of trouble! for it is necessary for trouble to come; but unhappy is
thatman throughwhom the trouble comes. 8And if your hand or your foot is a cause of
trouble, let it be cut off and put it away from you: it is better for you to go into life with
the loss of a hand or a foot than, having two hands or two feet, to go into the eternal
fire. 9And if your eye is a cause of trouble to you, take it out, and put it away from you:
it is better for you to go into life with one eye than, having two eyes, to go into the hell
of fire. 10 Let it not seem to you that one of these little ones is of no value; for I say to
you that in heaven their angels see at all times the face of my Father in heaven. 11 []
12What would you say now? if a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone
wandering away, will he not let the ninety-nine be, and go to the mountains in search
of the wandering one? 13And if he comes across it, truly I say to you, he has more joy
over it than over the ninety-ninewhich have not gone out of theway. 14Even so it is not
the pleasure of your Father in heaven for one of these little ones to come to destruction.
15And if your brother does wrong to you, go, make clear to him his error between you
and him in private: if he gives ear to you, you have got your brother back again. 16But
if he will not give ear to you, take with you one or two more, that by the lips of two or
three witnesses every wordmay bemade certain. 17And if he will not give ear to them,
let it come to the hearing of the church: and if he will not give ear to the church, let
him be to you as a Gentile and a tax-farmer. 18 Truly I say to you, Whatever things are
fixed by you on earthwill be fixed in heaven: andwhatever youmake free on earthwill
be made free in heaven. 19 Again, I say to you, that if two of you are in agreement on
earth about anything forwhich theywillmake a request, it will be done for thembymy
Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are come together in my name, there am I
among them. 21Then Peter came and said to him, Lord, what number of times maymy
brother dowrong againstme, and I give him forgiveness? till seven times? 22 Jesus says
to him, I say not to you, Till seven times; but, Till seventy times seven. 23For this reason
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the kingdom of heaven is like a king, who went over his accounts with his servants.
24And at the start, one came to himwhowas in his debt for ten thousand talents. 25And
because he was not able to make payment, his lord gave orders for him, and his wife,
and his sons and daughters, and all he had, to be given for money, and payment to be
made. 26So the servantwent downonhis face and gave himworship, saying, Lord, give
me time to make payment and I will give you all. 27And the lord of that servant, being
movedwith pity, let him go, andmade him free of the debt. 28But that servantwent out,
andmeeting one of the other servants, who was in debt to him for one hundred pence,
he took him by the throat, saying, Make payment of your debt. 29 So that servant went
down on his face, requesting him and saying, Giveme time and I will make payment to
you. 30And he would not: but went and put him into prison till he had made payment
of the debt. 31 So when the other servants saw what was done they were very sad, and
came and gave word to their lord of what had been done. 32Then his lord sent for him
and said, You evil servant; I made you free of all that debt, because of your request to
me: 33Was it not right for you to have mercy on the other servant, even as I had mercy
on you? 34And his lord was very angry, and put him in the hands of those who would
givehimpunishment till hemadepayment of all thedebt. 35SowillmyFather inheaven
do to you, if you do not everyone, from your hearts, give forgiveness to his brother.

19
1And it came about that after saying these words, Jesus went away from Galilee, and

came into the parts of Judaea on the other side of Jordan. 2And a great number went
after him; and he made them well there. 3And certain Pharisees came to him, testing
him, and saying, Is it right for aman to put away his wife for every cause? 4And he said
in answer, Have you not seen in theWritings, that he whomade them at the first made
themmale and female, and said, 5For this causewill aman go away fromhis father and
mother, and be joined to his wife; and the two will become one flesh? 6 So that they are
no longer two, but one flesh. Then let not that which has been joined by God be parted
by man. 7 They say to him, Why then did Moses give orders that a husband might give
her a statement in writing and be free from her? 8He says to them, Moses, because of
your hard hearts, let you put away your wives: but it has not been so from the first.
9And I say to you, Whoever puts away his wife for any other cause than the loss of her
virtue, and takes another, is a false husband: and hewho takes her as hiswifewhen she
is put away, is no true husband to her. 10 The disciples say to him, If this is the position
of aman in relation to his wife, it is better not to bemarried. 11But he said to them, Not
all men are able to take in this saying, but only those to whom it is given. 12 For there
are men who, from birth, were without sex: and there are some who were made so by
men: and there are others who have made themselves so for the kingdom of heaven.
He who is able to take it, let him take it. 13Then some people took little children to him,
so that he might put his hands on them in blessing: and the disciples said sharp words
to them. 14 But Jesus said, Let the little ones come to me, and do not keep them away:
for of such is the kingdom of heaven. 15And he put his hands on them, and went away.
16 And one came to him and said, Master, what good thing have I to do, so that I may
have eternal life? 17 And he said to him, Why are you questioning me about what is
good? One there is who is good: but if you have a desire to go into life, keep the rules
of the law. 18He says to him, Which? And Jesus said, Do not put anyone to death, Do
not be untrue in married life, Do not take what is not yours, Do not give false witness,
19Give honour to your father and your mother: and, Have love for your neighbour as
for yourself. 20 The young man says to him, All these things have I done: what more is
there? 21 Jesus said to him, If you have a desire to be complete, go, get money for your
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property, and give it to the poor, and you will have wealth in heaven: and come after
me. 22But hearing these words the youngmanwent away sorrowing: for he hadmuch
property. 23And Jesus said to his disciples, Truly I say to you, It is hard for a man with
much money to go into the kingdom of heaven. 24And again I say to you, It is simpler
for a camel to go through a needle's eye, than for a man with much money to go into
the kingdom of God. 25And the disciples, hearing this, were greatly surprised, saying,
Who thenmay have salvation? 26And Jesus, looking at them, said, With men this is not
possible; but with God all things are possible. 27 Then Peter said to him, See, we have
given up everything and have come after you; what then will we have? 28 And Jesus
said to them, Truly I say to you that in the time when all things are made new, and the
Son of man is seated in his glory, you who have come after me will be seated on twelve
seats, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29And everyone who has given up houses, or
brothers, or sisters, or father, or mother, or child, or land, for my name, will be given a
hundred times as much, and have eternal life. 30But a great number who are first will
be last, and somewho are last will be first.

20
1 For the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a house, who went out early in the

morning to get workers into his vine-garden. 2And when he had made an agreement
with the workmen for a penny a day, he sent them into his vine-garden. 3And he went
out about the third hour, and saw others in the market-place doing nothing; 4 And he
said to them, Go into the vine-garden with the others, and whatever is right I will give
you. And theywent towork. 5Again hewent out about the sixth and the ninth hour, and
did the same. 6And about the eleventh hour hewent out and saw others doing nothing;
and he says to them, Why are you here all the day doing nothing? 7 They say to him,
Because no man has given us work. He says to them, Go in with the rest, into the vine-
garden. 8And when evening came, the lord of the vine-garden said to his manager, Let
the workers come, and give them their payment, from the last to the first. 9And when
thosemen camewhohad gone towork at the eleventh hour, theywere given everyman
a penny. 10Then those who came first had the idea that they would get more; and they,
like the rest, were given a penny. 11And when they got it, they made a protest against
the master of the house, 12 Saying, These last have done only one hour's work, and you
have made them equal to us, who have undergone the hard work of the day and the
burning heat. 13 But he in answer said to one of them, Friend, I do you no wrong: did
you not make an agreement with me for a penny? 14 Take what is yours, and go away;
it is my pleasure to give to this last, even as to you. 15Have I not the right to do as seems
good to me in my house? or is your eye evil, because I am good? 16 So the last will be
first, and the first last. 17Andwhen Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve
disciples onone side, and said to them, 18See,we goup to Jerusalem; and the Sonofman
will be given into the hands of the chief priests and scribes; and theywill give orders for
him to be put to death, 19And will give him up to the Gentiles to be made sport of and
to be whipped and to be put to death on the cross: and the third day he will come back
again from the dead. 20 Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came to him with her
sons, giving him worship and making a request of him. 21And he said to her, What is
your desire? She says to him, Letmy two sons be seated, the one at your right hand, and
the other at your left, in your kingdom. 22 But Jesus made answer and said, You have
no idea what you are requesting. Are you able to take of the cup which I am about to
take? 23 They say to him, We are able. He says to them, Truly, you will take of my cup:
but to be seated at my right hand and at my left is not for me to give, but it is for those
for whommy Father has made it ready. 24Andwhen it came to the ears of the ten, they
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were angry with the two brothers. 25 But Jesus said to them, You see that the rulers of
theGentiles are lords over them, and their great ones have authority over them. 26Let it
not be so among you: but if anyone has a desire to become great among you, let him be
your servant; 27Andwhoever has a desire to be first among you, let him take the lowest
place: 28Even as the Son of man did not come to have servants, but to be a servant, and
to give his life for the salvation of men. 29And when they were going out from Jericho,
a great numberwent after him. 30And two blindmen seated by thewayside, when they
had the news that Jesus was going by, gave a loud cry, saying, Lord, Son of David, have
mercy on us. 31And the people gave them orders to be quiet; but they went on crying
even louder, Lord, Son ofDavid, havemercy onus. 32And Jesus, stopping, sent for them,
and said, What would you have me do to you? 33 They say to him, Lord, that our eyes
may be open. 34 And Jesus, being moved with pity, put his fingers on their eyes: and
straight away they were able to see, and went after him.

21
1Andwhen they were near Jerusalem, and had come to Beth-phage, to theMountain

of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 Saying to them, Go into the little town in front of
you, and straight away you will see an ass with a cord round her neck, and a young
one with her; let them loose and come with them to me. 3And if anyone says anything
to you, you will say, The Lord has need of them; and straight away he will send them.
4Now this took place so that these words of the prophet might come true, 5 Say to the
daughter of Zion, See, your King comes to you, gentle and seated on an ass, and on a
young ass. 6And the disciples went and did as Jesus had given them orders, 7And got
the ass and the young one, and put their clothing on them, and he took his seat on it.
8And all the people put their clothing down in the way; and others got branches from
the trees, and put them down in the way. 9And those who went before him, and those
who came after, gave loud cries, saying, Glory to the Son of David: A blessing on him
who comes in the name of the Lord: Glory in the highest. 10 And when he came into
Jerusalem, all the town was moved, saying, Who is this? 11And the people said, This is
the prophet Jesus, fromNazareth of Galilee. 12And Jesuswent into the Temple and sent
out all who were trading there, overturning the tables of the money-changers and the
seats of those trading in doves. 13And he said to them, It is in the Writings, My house
is to be named a house of prayer, but you are making it a hole of thieves. 14 And the
blind and the broken in body came to him in the Temple, and hemade themwell. 15But
when the chief priests and the scribes saw the works of power which he did, and the
children crying out in the Temple, Glory to the son of David, they were angry and said
to him, 16Have you any idea what these are saying? And Jesus said to them, Yes: have
younot seen in theWritings, From the lips of children andbabies at the breast youhave
made your praise complete? 17And hewent away from them, andwent out of the town
to Bethany, and was there for the night. 18Now in the morning when he was coming
back to the town, he had a desire for food. 19And seeing a fig-tree by the wayside, he
came to it, and saw nothing on it but leaves only; and he said to it, Let there be no fruit
from you from this time forward for ever. And straight away the fig-tree became dry
and dead. 20Andwhen the disciples saw it theywere surprised, saying, Howdid the fig-
tree become dry in so short a time? 21And Jesus in answer said to them, Truly I say to
you, If you have faith, without doubting, not onlymay youdowhat has been done to the
fig-tree, but even if you say to this mountain, Be taken up and put into the sea, it will be
done. 22And all things, whatever youmake request for in prayer, having faith, you will
get. 23And when he had come into the Temple, the chief priests and those in authority
over the people came to himwhile hewas teaching, and said, Bywhat authority do you
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do these things? andwho gave you this authority? 24And Jesus said to them in answer, I
will put one question to you, and if you giveme the answer, I will say bywhat authority
I do these things. 25The baptism of John, where did it come from? fromheaven or from
men? And they were reasoning among themselves, saying, If we say, From heaven; he
will say to us, Why then did you not have faith in him? 26But if we say, From men; we
are in fear of the people, because all take John to be a prophet. 27And theymade answer
and said, We have no idea. Then he said to them, And I will not say to you by what
authority I do these things. 28 But how does it seem to you? A man had two sons; and
he came to the first, and said, Son, go and do work today in the vine-garden. 29And he
said in answer, I will not: but later, changing his decision, he went. 30And he came to
the second and said the same. And he made answer and said, I go, sir: and went not.
31Which of the two did his father's pleasure? They say, The first. Jesus said to them,
Truly I say to you, that tax-farmers and loosewomen are going into the kingdomof God
before you. 32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you had no faith
in him, but the tax-farmers and the loose women had faith in him: and you, when you
saw it, did not even have regret for your sins, so as to have faith in him. 33 Give ear
to another story. A master of a house made a vine garden, and put a wall round it, and
madeaplace for crushingout thewine, andmadea tower, and let it out tofield-workers,
andwent into another country. 34Andwhen the time for the fruit camenear, he sent his
servants to the workmen, to get the fruit. 35 And the workmen made an attack on his
servants, giving blows to one, putting another to death, and stoning another. 36Again,
he sent other servants more in number than the first: and they did the same to them.
37But after that he sent his son to them, saying, Theywill have respect formy son. 38But
when the workmen saw the son, they said among themselves, This is he who will one
day be the owner of the property; come, let us put him to death and take his heritage.
39And they tookhimand, drivinghimout of the vine-garden, put him todeath. 40When,
then, the lord of the vine-garden comes, what will he do to those workmen? 41They say
to him, He will put those cruel men to a cruel death, and will let out the vine-garden to
other workmen, who will give him the fruit when it is ready. 42 Jesus says to them, Did
younever see in theWritings, Thestonewhich thebuildersputononeside, the samehas
beenmade the chief stone of the building: this was the Lord's doing, and it is a wonder
in our eyes? 43For this reason I say to you, The kingdomof Godwill be taken away from
you, and will be given to a nation producing the fruits of it. 44Any man falling on this
stone will be broken, but he on whom it comes down will be crushed to dust. 45 And
when his stories came to the ears of the chief priests and the Pharisees, they saw that
he was talking of them. 46And though they had a desire to take him, they were in fear
of the people, because in their eyes he was a prophet.

22
1And Jesus, talking to them again in stories, said: 2 The kingdom of heaven is like a

certain king, who made a feast when his son was married, 3And sent out his servants
to get in the guests to the feast: and they would not come. 4 Again he sent out other
servants, with orders to say to the guests, See, I have made ready my feast: my oxen
and my fat beasts have been put to death, and all things are ready: come to the feast.
5 But they gave no attention, and went about their business, one to his farm, another
to his trade: 6And the rest put violent hands on his servants, and did evil to them, and
put them to death. 7But the king was angry; and he sent his armies, and those who had
put his servants to death he gave to destruction, burning down their town with fire.
8 Then he said to his servants, The feast is ready but the guests were not good enough.
9Go then to the cross-roads, and get all those whom you see to come to the bride-feast.
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10 And those servants went out into the streets, and got together all those whom they
came across, bad and good: and the feast was full of guests. 11But when the king came
in to see the guests, he saw there amanwho had not on a guest's robe; 12And he says to
him, Friend, howcameyou inherenot having a guest's robe? Andhehadnothing to say.
13Then the king said to the servants, Put cords roundhis hands and feet andput himout
into the dark; there will be weeping and cries of sorrow. 14 For out of all to whom the
goodnewshas come, only a small numberwill get salvation. 15Then the Phariseeswent
and had ameeting to see how theymightmake use of hiswords to take him. 16And they
sent to him their disciples, with the Herodians, saying, Master, we see that you are true,
and that you are teaching the trueway of God, and have no fear of anyone, because you
have no respect for a man's position. 17Give us, then, your opinion of this: Is it right to
give tax to Caesar, or not? 18 But Jesus saw their trick and said, Oh false ones, why are
you attempting to putme in thewrong? 19Letme see the taxmoney. And they gave him
a penny. 20And he said to them,Whose is this image and name on it? 21They say to him,
Caesar's. Then he said to them, Give to Caesar the thingswhich are Caesar's, and to God
the things which are God's. 22And hearing it, they were full of wonder, and went away
from him. 23On the same day there came to him the Sadducees, who say that there is
no coming back from the dead: and they put a question to him, saying, 24Master, Moses
said, If a man, at the time of his death, has no children, let his brother take his wife,
and get a family for his brother; 25Now there were among us seven brothers; and the
first wasmarried and at his death, having no seed, gave his wife to his brother; 26 In the
sameway the second and the third, up to the seventh. 27And last of all thewoman came
to her end. 28When they come back from the dead, then, whose wife will she be of the
seven? because they all hadher. 29But Jesus said to them in answer, You are in error, not
having knowledge of theWritings, or of the power of God. 30For when they come back
from the dead there are no husbands and wives, but they are as the angels in heaven.
31 But about the dead coming back to life, have you no knowledge of what was said to
you by God in the Writings: 32 I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob? God is not the God of the dead but of the living. 33And the people hearing
it were surprised at his teaching. 34 But the Pharisees, hearing how the mouths of the
Sadducees had been stopped, came together; 35And one of them, a teacher of the law,
put a question to him, testing him, and saying, 36Master, which is the chief rule in the
law? 37 And he said to him, Have love for the Lord your God with all your heart, and
with all your soul, and with all your mind. 38This is the first and greatest rule. 39And a
second like it is this, Have love for your neighbour as for yourself. 40On these two rules
all the law and the prophets are based. 41Nowwhile the Pharisees were together, Jesus
put a question to them, saying, 42What is your opinion of the Christ? whose son is he?
They say to him, The Son of David. 43He says to them, How then does David in the Spirit
give him the name of Lord, saying, 44 The Lord said to my Lord, Be seated at my right
hand, till I put under your feet all those who are against you? 45 If David then gives him
the name of Lord, how is he his son? 46And no onewas able to give him an answer, and
so greatwas their fear of him, that from that day no one put anymore questions to him.

23
1 Then Jesus said to the people and to his disciples: 2 The scribes and the Pharisees

have the authority of Moses; 3All things, then, which they give you orders to do, these
doandkeep: butdonot take theirworksasyourexample, for they sayanddonot. 4They
make hard laws and put great weights onmen's backs; but they themselveswill not put
afinger to them. 5Butall theirworks theydo soas tobe seenbymen: for theymakewide
their phylacteries, and the edges of their robes, 6And the things desired by themare the
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first places at feasts, and the chief seats in the Synagogues, 7Andwords of respect in the
market-places, and to be named bymen, Teacher. 8But youmay not be named Teacher:
for one is your teacher, and you are all brothers. 9And give no man the name of father
on earth: because one is your Father, who is in heaven. 10And you may not be named
guides: becauseone is yourGuide, evenChrist. 11But let the greatest amongyoubeyour
servant. 12 And whoever makes himself high will be made low, and whoever makes
himself low will be made high. 13 But a curse is on you, scribes and Pharisees, false
ones! because you are shutting the kingdom of heaven against men: for you do not go
inyourselves, and thosewhoaregoing in, youkeepback. 14 [] 15Acurse isonyou, scribes
and Pharisees, false ones! for you go about land and sea to get one disciple and, having
him, youmake him twice asmuch a son of hell as yourselves. 16A curse is on you, blind
guides, who say,Whoever takes an oath by the Temple, it is nothing; but whoever takes
anoathby the gold of theTemple, he is responsible. 17You foolish ones andblind: which
is greater, the gold, or the Templewhichmakes the gold holy? 18And,Whoever takes an
oath by the altar, it is nothing; but whoever takes an oath by the offering which is on
it, he is responsible. 19You blind ones: which is greater, the offering, or the altar which
makes the offering holy? 20He, then, who takes an oath by the altar, takes it by the altar
and by all things on it. 21Andhewho takes an oath by the Temple, takes it by the Temple
and byhimwhose house it is. 22Andhewho takes an oath by heaven, takes it by the seat
of God, and by himwho is seated on it. 23A curse is on you, scribes and Pharisees, false
ones! for you make men give a tenth of all sorts of sweet-smelling plants, but you give
no thought to themore important things of the law, righteousness, andmercy, and faith;
but it is right for you to do these, andnot to let the others be undone. 24Youblind guides,
who take out a fly from your drink, but make no trouble over a camel. 25A curse is on
you, scribes and Pharisees, false ones! for youmake clean the outside of the cup and of
the plate, but inside they are full of violent behaviour and uncontrolled desire. 26 You
blind Pharisee, firstmake clean the inside of the cup and of the plate, so that the outside
may become equally clean. 27A curse is on you, scribes and Pharisees, false ones! for
you are like the resting-places of the dead, which are made white, and seem beautiful
on the outside, but inside are full of deadmen's bones and of all unclean things. 28Even
so you seem to men to be full of righteousness, but inside you are all false and full of
wrongdoing. 29 A curse is on you, scribes and Pharisees, false ones! because you put
up buildings for housing the dead bodies of the prophets, andmake fair the last resting-
places of goodmen, and say, 30 Ifwehadbeen living in the days of our fathers, wewould
not have taken part with them in the blood of the prophets. 31So that you arewitnesses
against yourselves that you are the sons of thosewhoput the prophets to death. 32Make
full, then, the measure of your fathers. 33You snakes, offspring of snakes, howwill you
be kept from the punishment of hell? 34 For this reason, I send you prophets, and wise
men, and scribes: some of them youwill put to death and put on the cross, and to some
of them youwill give blows in your Synagogues, driving them from town to town; 35 So
that onyoumay comeall the bloodof theupright on the earth, from thebloodof upright
Abel to the blood of Zachariah, son of Barachiah, whom you put to death between the
Temple and the altar. 36Truly I say to you, All these things will come on this generation.
37O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, putting todeath theprophets, and stoning thosewhoare sent
to her! Again and again would I have taken your children to myself as a bird takes her
young ones under her wings, and you would not! 38 See, your house is made waste.
39For I say to you, Youwill not seeme from this time till you say, A blessing on himwho
comes in the name of the Lord.
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24
1And Jesuswent out of the Temple, and on thewayhis disciples came to him, pointing

out the buildings of the Temple. 2But he, answering, said to them, See you not all these
things? truly I say to you that here therewill not be one stone resting on another, which
will not be pulled down. 3 And while he was seated on the Mountain of Olives, the
disciples came to him privately, saying, Make clear to us, when will these things be?
and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the world? 4And Jesus said
to them in answer, Take care that you are not tricked. 5 For people will come in my
name, saying, I am the Christ; and a number will be turned from the true way through
them. 6Andnewswill come toyouofwars and talk ofwars: donot be troubled, for these
thingshave tobe; but it is still not the end. 7Fornationwill bemovedagainst nation, and
kingdom against kingdom, andmenwill be without food, and the earthwill be shaking
in different places; 8But all these things are the first of the troubles. 9Then they will be
cruel to you, and will put you to death: and you will be hated by all nations because of
myname. 10Andnumbers of peoplewill be turned from the rightway, andwill give one
another up and have hate for one another. 11And a number of false prophetswill come,
causing error. 12Andbecausewrongdoingwill be increased, the loveofmost peoplewill
become cold. 13But he who goes through to the end will get salvation. 14And this good
news of the kingdomwill be given through all theworld for awitness to all nations; and
then the endwill come. 15When, then, you see in theholy place theunclean thingwhich
makes destruction, of which word was given by Daniel the prophet (let this be clear to
the reader), 16Then let those who are in Judaea go in flight to the mountains: 17Let not
him who is on the house-top go down to take anything out of his house: 18And let not
him who is in the field go back to get his coat. 19But it will be hard for women who are
with child and for thosewith babies at the breast in those days. 20And say a prayer that
your flight may not be in the winter, or on a Sabbath. 21 Because in those days there
will be great sorrow, such as there has not been from the start of the world till now, or
ever will be. 22And if those days had not been made short there would have been no
salvation for any, but because of the saints those dayswill bemade short. 23Then if any
man says to you, See, here is the Christ, or, Here; do not put faith in him; 24For therewill
come up false Christs, and false prophets, who will do great signs and wonders; so that
if possible even the saints might be tricked. 25 See, I have made it clear to you before it
comes about. 26 If, then, they say to you, See, he is in the waste land; go not out: See, he
is in the inner rooms; put no faith in it. 27Because as in a thunderstorm the bright light
coming from the east is seen even in the west; so will be the coming of the Son of man.
28Wherever the dead body is, there will the eagles come together. 29But straight away,
after the trouble of those days, the sun will be made dark and the moon will not give
her light and the stars will come down from heaven and the powers of heaven will be
moved: 30And then the sign of the Son of man will be seen in heaven: and then all the
nations of the earth will have sorrow, and they will see the Son of man coming on the
clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 31And he will send out his angels with a
great sound of a horn, and they will get his saints together from the four winds, from
one end of heaven to the other. 32 Now take an example from the fig-tree: when her
branch has become soft and puts out its leaves, you are certain that the summer is near;
33Even so, when you see all these things, youmay be certain that he is near, even at the
doors. 34Truly I say to you, This generation will not come to an end till all these things
are complete. 35Heaven and earth will come to an end, but my words will not come to
anend. 36But of that dayandhournoonehasknowledge, not even theangels inheaven,
or the Son, but the Father only. 37And aswere the days of Noah, sowill be the coming of
the Son of man. 38Because as in those days before the overflowing of the waters, they
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were feasting and taking wives and getting married, till the day when Noah went into
the ark, 39And they had no care till the waters came and took them all away; so will be
the coming of the Son ofman. 40Then twomenwill be in the field; one is taken, and one
let go; 41Twowomenwill be crushing grain; one is taken, and one let go. 42Bewatching,
then! for you have no knowledge onwhat day your Lord will come. 43But be certain of
this, that if the master of the house had had knowledge of the time when the thief was
coming, hewouldhavebeenwatching, andwouldnot have let his housebebroken into.
44Be ready then; for at a time which you have no thought of the Son of man will come.
45Who is the true and wise servant, whom his lord has put over those in his house, to
give them their food at the right time? 46A blessing on that servant, who will be doing
so when his lord comes. 47 Truly, I say to you, he will put him over all he has. 48 But if
that evil servant says in his heart, My lord is a long time in coming; 49 And is cruel to
the other servants, taking his pleasure with those who are overcome with wine; 50The
lord of that servant will come in a daywhen he is not looking for him, and in an hour of
which he has no knowledge, 51Andwill have him cut in two, andwill give him a part in
the fate of the false ones: there will be weeping and cries of sorrow.

25
1 Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins, the friends of the bride, who

took their lights, and went out with the purpose of meeting the husband. 2And five of
them were foolish, and five were wise. 3 For the foolish, when they took their lights,
took no oil with them. 4But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lights. 5Now the
husbandwas a long time in coming, and they all went to sleep. 6But in themiddle of the
night there is a cry, The husband comes! Go out to him. 7Then all those virgins got up,
andmade ready their lights. 8And the foolish said to thewise, Giveus of your oil; for our
lights are going out. 9But thewisemade answer, saying, Theremaynot be enough for us
and you; it would be better for you to go to the traders and get oil for yourselves. 10And
while theywent to get oil, themaster came; and thosewhowere readywent inwith him
to the feast: and the door was shut. 11After that the other virgins came, saying, Lord,
Lord, let us in. 12But hemade answer and said, Truly I say to you, I have no knowledge
of you. 13Keep watch, then, because you are not certain of the day or of the hour. 14For
it is aswhen aman, about to take a journey, got his servants together, and gave themhis
property. 15And to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one; to everyone
as hewas able; and hewent on his journey. 16Straight away hewho had been given the
five talents went and did trade with them, and made five more. 17 In the same way he
who had been given the two got twomore. 18But he who was given the one went away
andput it in ahole in theearth, andkepthis lord'smoney ina secret place. 19Nowafter a
long time the lord of those servants comes, andmakes up his accountwith them. 20And
hewho had the five talents camewith his other five talents, saying, Lord, you gave into
my care five talents: see, I have got five more. 21His lord said to him, Well done, good
and true servant: you have been true in a small thing, I will give you control over great
things: take your part in the joy of your lord. 22And he who had the two talents came
and said, Lord, you gave into my care two talents: see, I have got two more. 23His lord
said to him,Well done, good and true servant: you have been true in a small thing, Iwill
give you control over great things: take your part in the joy of your lord. 24And hewho
had had the one talent came and said, Lord, I had knowledge that you are a hard man,
getting in grain where you have not put seed, and making profits for which you have
done no work: 25 And I was in fear, and went away, and put your talent in the earth:
here is what is yours. 26But his lord in answer said to him, You are a bad and unready
servant; if you had knowledge that I get in grain where I did not put seed, and make
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profits for which I have done no work, 27Why, then, did you not put my money in the
bank, and atmy coming Iwould have got backwhat isminewith interest? 28Take away,
then, his talent and give it to him who has the ten talents. 29 For to everyone who has
will be given, and he will have more: but from himwho has not, even what he has will
be taken away. 30And put out the servant who is of no profit into the outer dark: there
will beweeping and cries of sorrow. 31Butwhen the Son ofman comes in his glory, and
all the angels with him, then will he be seated in his glory: 32 And before him all the
nations will come together; and they will be parted one from another, as the sheep are
parted from the goats by the keeper. 33And he will put the sheep on his right, but the
goats on the left. 34 Then will the King say to those on his right, Come, you who have
the blessing of my Father, into the kingdommade ready for you before the world was:
35For I was in need of food, and you gave it to me: I was in need of drink, and you gave
it to me: I was wandering, and you took me in; 36 I had no clothing, and you gave it to
me: when I was ill, or in prison, you came to me. 37Then will the upright make answer
to him, saying, Lord, when didwe see you in need of food, and give it to you? or in need
of drink, and give it to you? 38And when did we see you wandering, and take you in?
or without clothing, and give it to you? 39 And when did we see you ill, or in prison,
and come to you? 40And the King will make answer and say to them, Truly I say to you,
Because you did it to the least of thesemy brothers, you did it to me. 41Thenwill he say
to those on the left, Go fromme, you cursed ones, into the eternal firewhich is ready for
the Evil One and his angels: 42For I was in need of food, and you gave it not tome; I was
in need of drink, and you gave it not tome: 43 I was wandering, and you tookme not in;
without clothing, and you gave me no clothing; ill, and in prison, and you came not to
me. 44 Then will they make answer, saying, Lord, when did we see you in need of food
or drink, or wandering, or without clothing, or ill, or in prison, and did not take care of
you? 45 Then will he make answer to them, saying, Truly I say to you, Because you did
it not to the least of these, you did it not to me. 46And these will go away into eternal
punishment; but the upright into eternal life.

26
1Andwhen Jesushad come to the endof all thesewords, he said tohis disciples, 2After

two days is the Passover, and the Son of man will be given up to the death of the cross.
3 Then the chief priests and the rulers of the people came together in the house of the
highpriest,whowasnamedCaiaphas. 4And theymadedesigns together to take Jesusby
some trick, and put him to death. 5But they said, Notwhile the feast is going on, for fear
of trouble among the people. 6Now when Jesus was in Bethany in the house of Simon
the leper, 7 There came to him a woman having a bottle of perfume of great price, and
she put the perfume on his head when he was seated at table. 8But when the disciples
saw it they were angry, saying, To what purpose is this waste? 9 For we might have got
much money for this and given it to the poor. 10But Jesus, seeing it, said to them, Why
are you troubling the woman? she has done a kind act to me. 11 For the poor you have
ever with you, but me you have not for ever. 12For in putting this perfume onmy body,
she did it to make me ready for my last resting-place. 13 Truly I say to you, Wherever
this good news goes out in all the world, what this woman has done will be talked of in
memory of her. 14 Then one of the twelve, who was named Judas Iscariot, went to the
chiefpriests andsaid, 15Whatwill yougiveme, if I givehimup toyou? And thepricewas
fixed at thirty bits of silver. 16And from that time he was watching for a chance to give
him into their hands. 17Now on the first day of unleavened bread the disciples came to
Jesus, saying,Where arewe tomake ready for you to take the Passovermeal? 18And he
said to them, Go into the town to such a man, and say to him, The Master says, My time
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is near: Iwill keep the Passover at your housewithmydisciples. 19And the disciples did
as Jesus had said to them; and theymade ready the Passover. 20Nowwhen eveningwas
come, he was seated at table with the twelve disciples; 21 And while they were taking
food, he said, Truly I say to you that one of you will be false to me. 22 And they were
very said, and said to him, one by one, Is it I, Lord? 23And he made answer and said,
He who puts his hand into the plate with me, the samewill be false to me. 24The Son of
man goes, even as theWritings say of him: but a curse is on thatman throughwhom the
Son of man is given up; it would have been well for that man if he had never come into
theworld. 25And Judas, whowas false to him,made answer and said, Is it I, Master? He
says to him, Yes. 26Andwhen theywere taking food, Jesus tookbread and, after blessing
it, he gave the broken bread to the disciples and said, Take it; this is my body. 27And he
took a cup and, having given praise, he gave it to them, saying, 28 Take of it, all of you,
for this is my blood of the testament, which is given for men for the forgiveness of sins.
29But I say to you that fromnow Iwill not take of this fruit of the vine, till that daywhen
I take it newwith you inmy Father's kingdom. 30And after a song of praise to God, they
went out to theMountain of Olives. 31Then said Jesus to them, All of youwill be turned
away from me this night: for it is said in the Writings, I will put to death the keeper of
the sheep, and the sheep of the flock will be put to flight. 32 But after I am come back
from the dead, I will go before you into Galilee. 33 But Peter made answer and said to
him, Though allmaybe turned away fromyou, Iwill never be turned away. 34 Jesus said
to him, Truly I say to you that this night, before the hour of the cock's cry, you will say
three times that you have no knowledge of me. 35Peter says to him, Even if I am put to
death with you, I will not be false to you. So said all the disciples. 36 Then comes Jesus
with them to a place namedGethsemane, and says to his disciples, Be seated here,while
I go over there for prayer. 37And he took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee,
and became sad and very troubled. 38 Then says he to them, My soul is very sad, even
to death: keep watch with me here. 39And he went forward a little, and falling down
on his face in prayer, he said, O my Father, if it is possible, let this cup go from me; but
let not my pleasure, but yours be done. 40And he comes to the disciples, and sees that
they are sleeping, and says to Peter, What, were you not able to keep watch with me
one hour? 41Keep watch with prayer, so that you may not be put to the test: the spirit
truly is ready, but the flesh is feeble. 42Again, a second time he went away, and said in
prayer, O my Father, if this may not go fromme without my taking it, let your pleasure
be done. 43And he came again and saw them sleeping, for their eyes were tired. 44And
hewent away from themagain, and a third time said the sameprayer. 45Thenhe comes
to the disciples; and says to them, Go on sleeping now, and take your rest: for the hour is
come, and the Son ofman is given into the hands of evil men. 46Up, let us be going: see,
he who gives me up is near. 47And while he was still talking, Judas, one of the twelve,
came, and with him a band armed with swords and sticks, from the chief priests and
those in authority over the people. 48Now the false one had given them a sign saying,
The one to whom I give a kiss, that is he: take him. 49 And straight away he came to
Jesus and said, Master! and gave him a kiss. 50And Jesus said to him, Friend, do that for
which you have come. Then they came and put hands on Jesus, and took him. 51And
one of thosewhowerewith Jesus put out his hand, and took out his sword and gave the
servant of the high priest a blow, cutting off his ear. 52 Then says Jesus to him, Put up
your sword again into its place: for all those who take the sword will come to death by
the sword. 53Does it not seempossible to you that if I make request tomy Father hewill
even now send me an army of angels? 54But how then would the Writings come true,
which say that so it has to be? 55 In that hour Jesus said to the people, Have you come
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out as against a thief with swords and sticks to takeme? I was teaching every day in the
Temple and you took me not. 56 But all this has taken place so that the writings of the
prophets might come true. Then all his disciples went from him in flight. 57And those
who had made Jesus prisoner took him away to the house of Caiaphas, the high priest,
where the scribes and those in authority over thepeople had come together. 58But Peter
went after him at a distance, to the house of the high priest, and went in and took his
seat with the servants, to see the end. 59 Now the chief priests and all the Sanhedrin
were looking for false witness against Jesus, so that theymight put him to death; 60And
they were not able to get it, though a number of false witnesses came. 61But later there
came two who said, This man said, I am able to give the Temple of God to destruction,
and to put it up again in three days. 62And the high priest got up and said to him, Have
you no answer? what is it which these say against you? 63 But Jesus said not a word.
And the high priest said to him, I put you on oath, by the living God, that you will say to
us if you are the Christ, the Son of God. 64 Jesus says to him, You say so: but I say to you,
Fromnow youwill see the Son ofman seated at the right hand of power, and coming on
the clouds of heaven. 65 Then the high priest, violently parting his robes, said, He has
said evil against God: whatmore need havewe ofwitnesses? for nowhiswords against
God have come to your ears: 66What is your opinion? They made answer and said, It
is right for him to be put to death. 67 Then they put shame on him, and were cruel to
him: and some gave him blows, saying, 68Be a prophet, O Christ, and say who gave you
a blow! 69Now Peter was seated in the open square outside the house: and a servant-
girl came to him, saying, You were with Jesus the Galilaean. 70But he said before them
all that it was false, saying, I have no knowledge of what you say. 71And when he had
goneout into thedoorway, another sawhimand says to thosewhowere there, Thisman
was with Jesus the Nazarene. 72And again he said with an oath, I have no knowledge
of the man. 73And after a little time those who were near came and said to Peter, Truly
you are one of them; because your talk is witness against you. 74Then with curses and
oaths he said, I have no knowledge of the man. And straight away there came the cry
of a cock. 75And the word of Jesus came back to Peter, when he said, Before the hour of
the cock's cry, youwill say three times that you have no knowledge of me. And hewent
out, weeping bitterly.

27
1Nowwhen it was morning, all the chief priests and those in authority took thought

together with the purpose of putting Jesus to death. 2 And they put cords on him and
took him away, and gave him up to Pilate, the ruler. 3Then Judas, whowas false to him,
seeing that he was to be put to death, in his regret took back the thirty bits of silver to
the chief priests and those in authority, 4 Saying, I have done wrong in giving into your
hands an upright man. But they said, What is that to us? it is your business. 5And he
put down the silver in the Temple and went out, and put himself to death by hanging.
6And the chief priests took the silver and said, It is not right to put it in the Temple store
for it is the price of blood. 7And they made a decision to get with the silver the potter's
field, as a place for the dead of other countries. 8 For this cause that field was named,
The field of blood, to this day. 9 Then came true that which was said by Jeremiah the
prophet, And they took the thirty bits of silver, the price of him who was valued by the
children of Israel; 10And they gave them for the potter's field, as I had word from the
Lord. 11And Jesus was before the ruler, who put a question to him, Are you the King of
the Jews? And Jesus said to him, You say so. 12But when the chief priests and those in
authority made statements against him, he gave no answer. 13Then says Pilate to him,
Do you give no attention towhat theirwitnesses say against you? 14Andhe gave himno
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answer, not even a word: so that the ruler was greatly surprised. 15Now at the feast it
was theway for the ruler to let free to the people one prisoner, at their selection. 16And
they had then an important prisoner, whose namewas Barabbas. 17Sowhen they came
together, Pilate said to them, Whom will you have? Barabbas, or Jesus, who is named
Christ? 18 For he saw that for envy they had given him up. 19And while he was on the
judge's seat, his wife sent to him, saying, Have nothing to do with that upright man, for
I have had much trouble this day in a dream because of him. 20Now the chief priests
and those in authority got the people to make request for Barabbas, and for Jesus to be
put to death. 21But the rulermade answer and said to them,Which of the two is it your
pleasure that I let go free? And they said, Barabbas. 22 Pilate says to them, What, then,
am I to do with Jesus, who is named Christ? They all say, Let him be put to death on
the cross. 23And he said, Why, what evil has he done? But they gave loud cries, saying,
To the cross with him! 24 So when Pilate saw that he was able to do nothing, but that
trouble was working up, he took water and, washing his hands before the people, said,
The blood of this upright man is not on my hands: you are responsible. 25And all the
people made answer and said, Let his blood be on us, and on our children. 26 Then he
let Barabbas go free: but after having Jesus whipped, he gave him up to be put to death
on the cross. 27Then the ruler's armedmen took Jesus into the open square, and got all
their band together. 28And they took off his clothing, and put on him a red robe. 29And
they made a crown of thorns and put it on his head, and put a rod in his right hand,
and they went down on their knees before him, and made sport of him, saying, Long
life to the King of the Jews. 30And they put shame on him, and gave him blows on the
headwith the rod. 31Andwhen they hadmade sport of him, they took the robe off him,
and put his clothing on him, and took him away to put him on the cross. 32And while
they were coming out, they saw a man of Cyrene, Simon by name, and they made him
go with them, so that he might take up his cross. 33 And when they came to the place
named Golgotha, that is to say, Dead Man's Head, 34 They gave him wine mixed with
bitter drink: and after tasting it, he took nomore. 35Andwhen they had put him on the
cross, they made division of his clothing among them by the decision of chance. 36And
theywere seated therewatching him. 37And they put up over his head the statement of
his crime in writing, THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 38 Then two thieves were
put on crosses with him, one on the right and one on the left. 39 And those who went
by said bitter words to him, shaking their heads and saying, 40You who would give the
Temple to destruction and put it up again in three days, get yourself free: if you are the
Son of God, come down from the cross. 41 In the same way, the chief priests, making
sport of him, with the scribes and those in authority, said, 42A saviour of others, he has
no salvation for himself. If he is the King of Israel, let him now come down from the
cross, and we will have faith in him. 43He put his faith in God; let God be his saviour
now, if he will have him; for he said, I am the Son of God. 44And the thieves who were
on the crosses said evil words to him. 45Now from the sixth hour it was dark over all
the land till the ninth hour. 46And about the ninth hour Jesus gave a loud cry, saying,
Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is, MyGod,myGod, why are you turned away fromme?
47 And some of those who were near by, hearing it, said, This man is crying to Elijah.
48And straight away one of them went quickly, and took a sponge, and made it full of
bitter wine, and put it on a rod and gave him drink. 49And the rest said, Let him be; let
us see if Elijahwill come to his help. 50And Jesus gave another loud cry, and gave up his
spirit. 51And the curtain of the Temple was parted in two from end to end; and there
was an earth-shock; and the rocks were broken; 52 And the resting-places of the dead
came open; and the bodies of a number of sleeping saints came to life; 53And coming
out of their resting-places, after he had come again from the dead, they went into the
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holy town and were seen by a number of people. 54 Now the captain and those who
were with him watching Jesus, when they saw the earth-shock and the things which
were done, were in great fear and said, Truly this was a son of God. 55And a number of
women were there, watching from a distance, who had come with Jesus from Galilee,
waiting on his needs. 56Among whom was Mary Magdalene, and Mary, the mother of
James and Joses, and the mother of the sons of Zebedee. 57 And in the evening, there
came a man of wealth from Arimathaea, Joseph by name, who was a disciple of Jesus:
58Thismanwent in to Pilate, andmade a request for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate gave
orders for it to be given to him. 59 And Joseph took the body, folding it in clean linen,
60 And put it in the resting-place which had been cut out of the rock for himself; and
after rolling a great stone to the door of it he went away. 61And Mary Magdalene was
there, and the other Mary, seated by the place of the dead. 62Now on the day after the
getting ready of the Passover, the chief priests and Pharisees came together to Pilate,
63 Saying, Sir, we have in mind how that false man said, while he was still living, After
three days I will come again from the dead. 64Give orders, then, that the place where
his body is may bemade safe till the third day, for fear that his disciples come and take
him away secretly and say to the people, He has come back from the dead: and the last
error will be worse than the first. 65 Pilate said to them, You have watchmen; go and
make it as safe as you are able. 66So theywent, andmade safe the placewhere his body
was, putting a stamp on the stone, and the watchmenwere with them.

28
1Now late on the Sabbath, when the dawn of the first day of theweekwas near, Mary

Magdalene and the other Mary came to see the place where his body was. 2And there
was a great earth-shock; for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, rolling
back the stone, took his seat on it. 3His formwas shining like the light, and his clothing
was white as snow: 4 And for fear of him the watchmen were shaking, and became
as dead men. 5 And the angel said to the women, Have no fear: for I see that you are
searching for Jesus, whowas put to death on the cross. 6He is not here, for he has come
to life again, even as he said. Come, see the Lord's resting-place. 7And go quickly and
give his disciples the news that he has come back from the dead, and is going before
you into Galilee; there you will see him, as I have said to you. 8 And they went away
quickly, with fear and great joy, to give his disciples the news. 9And on the way, Jesus
came to them, saying, Be glad. And they came and put their hands on his feet, and gave
himworship. 10Then said Jesus to them, Have no fear: go and giveword tomy brothers
to go into Galilee, and there they will see me. 11Now, while they were going, some of
the watchmen came into the town and gave news to the chief priests of all the things
which had taken place. 12 And when they had come together with those in authority,
and had made their decision, they gave much money to the watchmen, saying, 13 Say,
His disciples came by night and took him away secretly while wewere sleeping. 14And
if this comes to the ruler's ears, we will see that he does not make you responsible.
15 So they took the money, and did as they had been ordered: and this account has
been current among the Jews till the present time. 16But the eleven disciples went into
Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had given them orders to go. 17 And when they
saw him they gave him worship: but some were in doubt. 18 And Jesus came to them
and said, All authority has been given to me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go then, and
make disciples of all the nations, giving them baptism in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit: 20Teaching them to keep all the rules which I have given
you: and see, I am ever with you, even to the end of the world.
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The Good News According to
Mark

1The first words of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2Even as it is said in
the book of Isaiah the prophet, See, I send my servant before your face, who will make
ready your way; 3 The voice of one crying in the waste land, Make ready the way of
the Lord, make his roads straight; 4 John came, and gave baptism in the waste land,
preaching baptism as a sign of forgiveness of sin for those whose hearts were changed.
5And therewent out to himall the people of Judaea, and all those of Jerusalem, and they
weregivenbaptismbyhimin the river Jordan, saying that theywere sinners. 6And John
was clothed in camel's hair, with a leather band about him; and his food was locusts
and honey. 7And he said to them all, There is one coming after me who is greater than
I, whose shoes I am not good enough to undo. 8 I have given you baptism with water,
but he will give you baptism with the Holy Spirit. 9 And it came about in those days,
that Jesus came fromNazareth of Galilee, andwas given baptism by John in the Jordan.
10And straight away, coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens broken open and
the Spirit coming down on him as a dove: 11And a voice came out of heaven, You are
my dearly loved Son, with whom I amwell pleased. 12And straight away the Spirit sent
him out into thewaste land. 13And hewas in thewaste land for forty days, being tested
by Satan; and he was with the beasts; and the angels took care of him. 14 Now after
John had been put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the good news of God,
15And saying, The time has come, and the kingdom of God is near: let your hearts be
turned from sin and have faith in the good news. 16 And going by the sea of Galilee,
he saw Simon, and Andrew, the brother of Simon, putting a net into the sea: for they
were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, Come after me, and I will make you fishers
of men. 18And they went straight from their nets, and came after him. 19And going on
a little farther, he saw James, the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who were in
their boat stitching up their nets. 20And he said, Come after me: and they went away
from their father Zebedee, who was in the boat with the servants, and came after him.
21And they came to Capernaum; and on the Sabbath he went into the Synagogue and
gave teaching. 22And theywere full ofwonder at his teaching, because he gave it as one
having authority, and not like the scribes. 23And there was in their Synagogue a man
with an unclean spirit; and he gave a cry, 24 Saying, What have we to do with you, Jesus
of Nazareth? have you come to put an end to us? I seewell who you are, theHoly One of
God. 25And Jesus said to him sharply, Be quiet, and come out of him. 26And the unclean
spirit, shaking him violently, and cryingwith a loud voice, came out of him. 27And they
were all greatly surprised, so that they put questions to one another, saying, What is
this? a new teaching! with authority he gives orders even to the unclean spirits, and
they do what he says. 28And news of himwent out quickly everywhere into all parts of
Galilee round about. 29And when they came out of the Synagogue, they went into the
house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John. 30Now Simon's wife's mother was
ill, with a burning heat; and they gave himword of her: 31And he came and took her by
the hand, lifting her up; and she becamewell, and took care of their needs. 32And in the
evening, at sundown, they took to him all who were diseased, and those who had evil
spirits. 33And all the town had come together at the door. 34And a number, who were
ill with different diseases, he made well, and sent out evil spirits; but he did not let the
evil spirits say anything, because they had knowledge of him. 35 And in the morning,
a long time before daylight, he got up and went out to a quiet place, and there he gave
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himself up to prayer. 36AndSimonand thosewhowerewithhimcameafter him. 37And
when they came up with him, they said to him, Everyone is looking for you. 38And he
said to them, Let us go to other parts into the nearest towns, so that I may give teaching
there, because for this purpose I came. 39And he went into their Synagogues in every
part of Galilee, preaching and driving out evil spirits. 40And a leper came to him and,
going down on his knees before him, made a request, saying, If it is your pleasure, you
have the power to make me clean. 41And being moved with pity, he put out his hand,
and touching him said to him, It ismypleasure; bemade clean. 42And straight away the
diseasewent fromhim, and hewasmade clean. 43And he sent him away, saying to him
very sharply, 44 See that you say nothing to any man: but go and let the priest see you,
andmake yourself clean by an offering of the things ordered byMoses, for a witness to
them. 45But hewent out, andmade it public, giving an account of it everywhere, so that
Jesuswasno longer able to go openly into a town, butwas outside in thewaste land; and
they came to him from every part.

2
1 And when he came into Capernaum again after some days, the news went about

that he was in the house. 2And a great number had come together, so that there was no
longer room for them, no, not even about the door: and he gave them teaching. 3And
four men came to him with one on a bed who had no power of moving. 4 And when
theywere unable to get near him because of all the people, they got the roof uncovered
where he was: and when it was broken up, they let down the bed on which the man
was. 5And Jesus, seeing their faith, said to him, Son, you have forgiveness for your sins.
6But therewere certain of the scribes seated there, and reasoning in their hearts, 7Why
does thisman say such things? he has no respect for God: fromwhomdoes forgiveness
come but from God only? 8And Jesus, having knowledge in his spirit of their thoughts,
said to them, Why are you reasoning about these things in your hearts? 9Which is the
simpler, to say to a man who is ill, You have forgiveness for your sins, or, Get up, take
up your bed, and go? 10 But so that you may see that the Son of man has authority for
the forgiveness of sins on earth, (he said to the man,) 11 I say to you, Get up, take up
your bed, and go to your house. 12And he got up, and straight away took up the bed and
went out before them all, so that they were all full of wonder, and gave glory to God,
saying, We have never seen anything like this. 13And he went out again by the seaside;
and all the people came to him, and he gave them teaching. 14 And when he went by,
he saw Levi, the son of Alphaeus, seated at the place where taxes were taken, and he
said to him, Come with me. And he got up, and went with him. 15 And it came about
that he was seated at meat in his house, and a number of tax-farmers and sinners were
at table with Jesus and his disciples: for there were a great number of them, and they
came after him. 16And the scribes of the Pharisees, when they saw that he was taking
food with the tax-farmers and sinners, said to his disciples, Why does he take food and
drink with such men? 17And Jesus, hearing it, said to them, Those who are well have
no need of a medical man, but those who are ill: I have come not to get the upright but
sinners. 18And John's disciples and the Pharisees were taking no food: and they came
and said to him, Why do John's disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees go without
food, but your disciples do not? 19And Jesus said to them, Will the friends of a newly-
marriedmangowithout foodwhilehe iswith them? as longas theyhavehimwith them
theywill not gowithout food. 20But the dayswill comewhen the husbandwill be taken
away from them, and then they will go without food. 21Noman puts a bit of new cloth
on an old coat: or the new, by pulling away from the old, makes a worse hole. 22And
no man puts new wine into old wine-skins: or the skins will be burst by the wine, and
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the wine and the skins will be wasted: but newwine has to be put into newwine-skins.
23And it came about that on the Sabbath day hewas going through the grain-fields; and
while theywerewalking, his disciples took the heads of grain. 24And the Pharisees said
to him, Why are they doing what it is not right to do on the Sabbath? 25And he said to
them, Have you no knowledge of what David did, when he had need and was without
food, he, and those who were with him? 26How he went into the house of God when
Abiathar was high priest, and took for food the holy bread, which only the priests may
take, and gave it to those who were with him? 27And he said to them, The Sabbath was
made forman, and notman for the Sabbath; 28So that the Son ofman is lord even of the
Sabbath.

3
1And hewent again into the Synagogue; and there was aman there whose handwas

dead. 2And they were watching him to see if he would make him well on the Sabbath
day, so that they might have something against him. 3And he said to the man, Get up
and come forward. 4And he said to them, Is it right to do good on the Sabbath or to do
evil? to give life or to put to death? But they said nothing. 5And looking round on them
he was angry, being sad because of their hard hearts; and he said to the man, Put out
your hand. And he put it out, and his hand was made well. 6And the Pharisees went
out, and straight awaymade designswith theHerodians about how theymight put him
to death. 7And Jesus went away with his disciples to the sea, and a great number from
Galilee came after him: and from Judaea, 8 And from Jerusalem, and from Idumaea,
and the other side of Jordan, and the country about Tyre and Sidon, a great number,
hearing what great things he did, came to him. 9And hemade a request to his disciples
to have a little boat ready for him, so that he might not be crushed by the people; 10For
he had made such a great number well that all those who were diseased were falling
downbefore him for the purpose of touching him. 11And the unclean spirits, whenever
they saw him, went down before him, crying out, and saying, You are the Son of God.
12And he gave them special orders not to say who he was. 13And he went up into the
mountain, and sent for those whom it was his pleasure to have with him: and they
went to him. 14And he took twelve to be with him, so that he might send them out as
preachers, 15And give them the power of driving out evil spirits: 16 To Simon he gave
the second name of Peter; 17 And to James, the son of Zebedee, and John, the brother
of James, he gave the second name of Boanerges, which is, Sons of thunder: 18 And
Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas, and James, the son
of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus, and Simon the Zealot; 19And Judas Iscariot, whowas false
to him. 20And he went into a house. And the people came together again, so that they
were not even able to take bread. 21Andwhen his friends had news of it, they went out
to get him, saying, He is offhis head. 22And the scribeswho camedown from Jerusalem,
said, He has Beelzebub, and, By the ruler of evil spirits he sends evil spirits out of men.
23 And turning to them, he said to them in the form of a story, How is it possible for
Satan to put out Satan? 24 If there is division in a kingdom, that kingdom will come to
destruction; 25And if there is division in a house, that house will come to destruction;
26And if Satan is at war with himself, and there is division in him, he will not keep his
place but will come to an end. 27 But no one is able to go into the house of the strong
man and take his goods, without first putting cords round the strong man, and then he
will take his goods. 28 Truly, I say to you, The sons of men will have forgiveness for all
their sins and for all the evil words they say: 29But whoever says evil things against the
Holy Spirit will never have forgiveness, but the evil he has done will be with him for
ever: 30 Because they said, He has an unclean spirit. 31 And his mother and brothers
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came andwere outside, and sent for him, requesting to see him. 32And a great number
were seated round him; and they said to him, See, your mother and your brothers are
outside looking for you. 33Andhe said in answer,Whoaremymother andmybrothers?
34And looking round at those whowere seated about him, he said, See, mymother and
my brothers! 35Whoever does God's pleasure, the same is my brother, and sister, and
mother.

4
1And again he was teaching by the seaside. And a very great number of people had

come to him, so that he got into a boat on the sea and took his seat; and all the people
were on the land by the seaside. 2And he gave them teaching about a number of things
in the form of stories, and said to them in his teaching, Give ear: 3A man went out to
put seed in the earth: 4And while he was doing it, some was dropped by the wayside,
and the birds came and took it for food. 5And somewent on the stones, where it hadnot
much earth; and it came up straight away, because the earth was not deep: 6Andwhen
the sun was high, it was burned; and because it had no root, it became dry and dead.
7 And some went among the thorns, and the thorns came up, and it had no room for
growth and gave no fruit. 8And some, falling on good earth, gave fruit, coming up and
increasing, and giving thirty, sixty, and a hundred times asmuch. 9Andhe said to them,
Whoever has ears, let him give ear. 10 And when he was by himself, those who were
round himwith the twelve put questions to him about the purpose of the stories. 11And
he said to them, To you is given the secret of the kingdom of God, but to those who are
outside, all things are given in the form of stories; 12 So that seeing they may see, and it
will notbeclear to them; andhearing it, theywillnot get the sense; for fear that theymay
be turned again tome and have forgiveness. 13And he said to them, If you are not clear
about this story, howwill you be clear about the others? 14The seed is the word. 15And
these are theyby thewayside,where theword is planted; andwhen theyhave givenear,
the Evil One comes straight away and takes away the word which has been planted in
them. 16And in the sameway, these are theywho are planted on the stones, who, when
theword has come to their ears, straight away take it with joy; 17And they have no root
in themselves, but go on for a time; then, when trouble comes or pain, because of the
word, they quickly become full of doubts. 18 And others are those planted among the
thorns; these are they who have given ear to the word, 19And the cares of this life, and
the deceits of wealth, and the desire for other things coming in, put a stop to the growth
of the word, and it gives no fruit. 20And these are they who were planted on the good
earth; such as give ear to theword, and take it into their hearts, and give fruit, thirty and
sixty and a hundred times asmuch. 21And he said to them,When the light comes in, do
people put it under a vessel, or under the bed, and not on its table? 22There is nothing
covered which will not be seen openly, and nothing has been made secret which will
not come to light. 23 If any man has ears, let him give ear. 24And he said to them, Take
care what you give ear to: in the samemeasure as you give you will get, and more will
be given to you. 25Hewho has, to himwill be given: and he who has not, from himwill
be taken even that which he has. 26And he said, Such is the kingdom of God, as if aman
put seed in the earth, 27Andwent to sleep and got up, night and day, and the seed came
to growth, though he had no idea how. 28The earth gives fruit by herself; first the leaf,
then the head, then the full grain. 29But when the grain is ready, he quickly sends men
to get it cut, because the time for cutting has come. 30 And he said, What picture may
we give of the kingdom of God, or with what story may we make it clear? 31 It is like a
grain ofmustard seed, which, when it is put in the earth, is smaller than all the seeds on
the earth, 32But when it is planted, it comes up, and becomes taller than all the plants,
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andputs out great branches, so that the birds of heaven are able to take rest in its shade.
33Andwithanumberof such storieshe gave themhis teaching, as theywereable to take
it: 34Andwithout a story he said nothing to them: but privately to his disciples hemade
all things clear. 35Andon thatday,when theeveninghadcome, he said to them, Letus go
over to the other side. 36And going away from the people, they took him with them, as
he was, in the boat. And other boats were with him. 37And a great storm of wind came
up, and the waves came into the boat, so that the boat was now becoming full. 38And
he himself was in the back of the boat, sleeping on the cushion: and they, awaking him,
said, Master, is it nothing to you that we are in danger of destruction? 39And he came
out of his sleep, and gave strong orders to thewind, and said to the sea, Peace, be at rest.
And the wind went down, and there was a great calm. 40And he said to them, Why are
you full of fear? have you still no faith? 41And their fearwas great, and they said one to
another, Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea do his orders?

5
1And they came to the other side of the sea, into the country of the Gerasenes. 2And

when he had got out of the boat, straight away there came to him from the place of
the dead a man with an unclean spirit. 3He was living in the place of the dead: and
no man was able to keep him down, no, not with a chain; 4Because he had frequently
been prisoned in chains and iron bands, and the chains had been parted and the bands
broken by him: and no man was strong enough to make him quiet. 5And all the time,
by day and by night, in the place of the dead, and in the mountains, he was crying out
and cutting himself with stones. 6Andwhen he saw Jesus from far off, he went quickly
to him and gave him worship; 7And crying out with a loud voice he said, What have I
to do with you, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? In God's name, do not be cruel to me.
8 For Jesus had said to him, Come out of the man, you unclean spirit. 9And Jesus said,
What is your name? Andhemade answer,Myname is Legion, because there are a great
number of us. 10And he made strong prayers to him not to send them away out of the
country. 11Now on the mountain side there was a great herd of pigs getting their food.
12And they said to him, Send us into the pigs, so that wemay go into them. 13And he let
them do it. And the unclean spirits came out and went into the pigs; and the herd went
rushing down a sharp slope into the sea, about two thousand of them; and they came to
their death in the sea. 14And their keeperswent running andgave anaccount of it in the
townand in thecountry. Andpeople came to seewhathad takenplace. 15And theycame
to Jesus, and saw theman inwhomhadbeen the evil spirits seated, clothedandwith full
use of his senses, and they were full of fear. 16And those who had seen it gave them an
account ofwhathadbeendone tohimwhohad theevil spirits, andof the fate of thepigs.
17And theymade a request to him to go out of their country. 18Andwhenhewas getting
into the boat, theman inwhomhad been the evil spirits had a great desire to comewith
him. 19And hewould not let him, but said to him, Go to your house, to your friends, and
give them news of the great things the Lord has done for you, and how he had mercy
on you. 20And he went on his way, and made public in the country of Decapolis what
great things Jesus haddone for him: and allmenwere full ofwonder. 21Andwhen Jesus
had gone over again in the boat to the other side, a great number of people came to him:
and hewas by the sea. 22And one of the rulers of the Synagogue, Jairus by name, came,
and seeing him, went down at his feet, 23And made strong prayers to him, saying, My
little daughter is near to death: it ismyprayer that youwill comeandput your hands on
her, so that she may be made well, and have life. 24And he went with him; and a great
number of people went after him, and came round him. 25And awoman, who had had
a flow of blood for twelve years, 26And had undergonemuch at the hands of a number
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of medical men, and had given all she had, and was no better, but even worse, 27When
she had news of the things which Jesus did, went among the people coming after him,
and put her hand on his robe. 28 For she said, If I may only put my hand on his robe, I
will be made well. 29And straight away the fountain of her blood was stopped, and she
had a feeling in her body that her disease had gone and she was well. 30And straight
away Jesus was conscious that power had gone out of him; and, turning to the people,
he said,Whowas touchingmy robe? 31And his disciples said to him, You see the people
round you on every side, and you say, Who was touching me? 32 And on his looking
round to see her who had done this thing, 33 The woman, shaking with fear, conscious
of what had been done to her, came and, falling on her face before him, gave him a true
account of everything. 34 And he said to her, Daughter, your faith has made you well;
go in peace, and be free from your disease. 35And while he was still talking, they came
from the ruler of the Synagogue's house, saying, Your daughter is dead: why are you
still troubling the Master? 36 But Jesus, giving no attention to their words, said to the
ruler of the Synagogue, Have no fear, only have faith. 37And he did not let anyone come
with him, but Peter and James and John, the brother of James. 38And they came to the
house of the ruler of the Synagogue; and he saw people running this way and that, and
weeping and crying loudly. 39And when he had gone in, he said to them, Why are you
making such a noise andweeping? The child is not dead, but sleeping. 40And theywere
laughing at him. But he, having sent them all out, took the father of the child and her
mother and those who were with him, and went in where the child was. 41And taking
her by the hand, he said to her, Talitha cumi, which is, My child, I say to you, Get up.
42 And the young girl got up straight away, and was walking about; she being twelve
years old. And they were overcome with wonder. 43And he gave them special orders
that theywere not to say anything of this; and he said that some foodwas to be given to
her.

6
1 And he went away from there, and came into his country; and his disciples went

with him. 2 And when the Sabbath day had come, he was teaching in the Synagogue;
and a number of people hearing himwere surprised, saying, Fromwhere did this man
get these things? and, What is the wisdom given to this man, and what are these works
of power done by his hands? 3 Is not this the woodworker, the son of Mary, and brother
of James and Joses and Judas and Simon? and are not his sisters herewith us? And they
were bitter against him. 4And Jesus said to them, Aprophet is nowherewithout honour,
but in his country, and among his relations, and in his family. 5And he was unable to
do anywork of power there, but only to put his hands on one or two persons whowere
ill, andmake themwell. 6And hewas greatly surprised because they had no faith. And
hewent about the country places teaching. 7And he gave orders to the twelve, and sent
themout two by two; and he gave themauthority over the unclean spirits; 8Andhe said
that they were to take nothing for their journey, but a stick only; no bread, no bag, no
money in their pockets; 9They were to go with common shoes on their feet, and not to
take two coats. 10And he said to them, Wherever you go into a house, make that your
resting-place till you go away. 11And whatever place will not take you in and will not
give ear to you, when you go away, put off the dust from your feet as a witness against
them. 12 And they went out, preaching the need for a change of heart in men. 13 And
they sent out a number of evil spirits, and put oil on a great number who were ill, and
made themwell. 14And king Herod had news of him, because his namewas on the lips
of all; and he said, John the Baptist has come back from the dead, and for this reason
these powers are working in him. 15 But others said, It is Elijah. And others said, It is
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a prophet, even like one of the prophets. 16 But Herod, when he had news of it, said,
John, whom I put to death, has come back from the dead. 17For Herod himself had sent
men out to take John and put him in prison, because of Herodias, his brother Philip's
wife, whom he had taken for himself. 18 For John said to Herod, It is wrong for you to
have your brother's wife. 19AndHerodiaswas bitter against him, desiring to put him to
death; but shewasnot able; 20ForHerodwas in fearof John, being conscious thathewas
an upright and holy man, and kept him safe. And hearing him, he was much troubled;
andhe gave ear to himgladly. 21And the chance camewhenHerod onhis birthday gave
a feast to his lords, and the high captains, and the chief men of Galilee; 22Andwhen the
daughter of Herodias herself came in and did a dance, Herod and those who were at
table with him were pleased with her; and the king said to the girl, Make a request for
anything and I will give it you. 23And he took an oath, saying to her, Whatever is your
desire I will give it to you, even half ofmy kingdom. 24And shewent out and said to her
mother, What is my request to be? And she said, The head of John the Baptist. 25And
she came in quickly to the king, and said, My desire is that you give me straight away
on a plate the head of John the Baptist. 26 And the king was very sad; but because of
his oaths, and those who were with him at table, he would not say 'No' to her. 27 And
straight away the king sent out one of his armed men, and gave him an order to come
back with the head: and he went and took off John's head in prison, 28And came back
with the head on a plate, and gave it to the girl; and the girl gave it to hermother. 29And
when his disciples had news of it, they came and took up his body, and put it in its last
resting-place. 30And the twelve came together to Jesus; and they gave him an account
of all the things they had done, and all they had been teaching. 31And he said to them,
Comeawayby yourselves to a quiet place, and take a rest for a time. Because therewere
a great number coming and going, and they hadno time even for food. 32And theywent
away in the boat to awaste place by themselves. 33And the people saw them going, and
a number of them, having knowledge who they were, went running there together on
foot from all the towns, and got there before them. 34And he got out, and saw a great
mass of people, andhehadpity on them, because theywere like sheepwithout akeeper:
and he gave them teaching about a number of things. 35And at the end of the day, his
disciples came tohimand said, This place iswaste land, and it is late: 36Send themaway,
so that theymaygo into the country and small towns roundabout, andget some food for
themselves. 37But he said to them in answer, Give them food yourselves. And they said
to him, Are we to go and get bread for two hundred pence, and give it to them? 38And
he said to them, Howmuch bread have you? go and see. Andwhen they had seen, they
said, Five cakes of bread and two fishes. 39And hemade themall be seated in groups on
the green grass. 40And theywere placed in groups, by hundreds andbyfifties. 41Andhe
took the five cakes of bread and the two fishes and, looking up to heaven, he saidwords
of blessing over them; and when the cakes were broken, he gave them to the disciples
to put before the people; and hemade division of the two fishes among them all. 42And
they all took of the food and had enough. 43And they took up twelve baskets full of the
broken bits and of the fishes. 44 And those who took of the bread were five thousand
men. 45 And straight away he made his disciples get into the boat, and go before him
to the other side to Beth-saida, while he himself sent the people away. 46And after he
had sent them away, hewent up into amountain for prayer. 47And by evening, the boat
was in the middle of the sea, and he by himself on the land. 48 And seeing that they
had trouble in getting their boat through thewater, because thewindwas against them,
about the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea; and he would
have gone past them; 49But they, when they saw himwalking on the sea, took him for a
spirit, and gave a loud cry: 50For they all sawhim, andwere troubled. But straight away
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he said to them, Take heart, it is I, have no fear. 51And he went to them into the boat,
and the wind went down, and they were full of wonder in themselves; 52For it was not
clear to them about the bread; but their hearts were hard. 53And when they had gone
across, they came to Gennesaret, and got their boat to land. 54And when they had got
out of the boat, the people quickly hadnews of him, 55Andwent running through all the
country roundabout, and tookon theirbeds thosewhowere ill, towhere itwas said that
he was. 56Andwherever he went, into small towns, or great towns, or into the country,
they took thosewhowere ill into themarket-places, requesting him that theymight put
their hands even on the edge of his robe: and all those who did so weremade well.

7
1 And there came together to him the Pharisees and certain of the scribes who had

come from Jerusalem, 2And had seen that some of his disciples took their bread with
unclean, that is, unwashed, hands. 3Now the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not take
food without washing their hands with care, keeping the old rule which has been
handed down to them: 4Andwhen they come from themarket-place, they take no food
till their hands are washed; and a number of other orders there are, which have been
handed down to them to keep — washings of cups and pots and brass vessels. 5 And
the Pharisees and the scribes put the question to him, Why do your disciples not keep
the rules of the fathers, but take their bread with unwashed hands? 6And he said, Well
did Isaiah say of you, you false ones: These people give me honour with their lips, but
their heart is far fromme. 7But their worship is to no purpose, while they give as their
teaching the rules of men. 8 For, turning away from the law of God, you keep the rules
ofmen. 9And he said to them, Truly you put on one side the law of God, so that youmay
keep the rules which have been handed down to you. 10 For Moses said, Give honour
to your father and mother, and, He who says evil of father or mother, let him have the
punishment of death: 11 But you say, If a man says to his father or his mother, That by
which you might have had profit fromme is Corban, that is to say, Given to God, 12You
no longer let him do anything for his father or hismother; 13Making theword of God of
no effect by your rule, which youhave given: and anumber of other such things youdo.
14And turning to the people again, he said to them, Give ear tome all of you, and let my
words be clear to you: 15There is nothing outside themanwhich, going into him, is able
to make him unclean: but the things which come out of the man are those whichmake
themanunclean. 16 [] 17Andwhenhe had gone into the house away fromall the people,
his disciples put questions to him about the saying. 18And he said to them, Have even
you so little wisdom? Do you not see that whatever goes into a man from outside is not
able tomakehimunclean, 19Because it goes not into the heart but into the stomach, and
goes out with the waste? He said this, making all food clean. 20And he said, That which
comes out of the man, that makes the man unclean. 21 Because from inside, from the
heart of men, come evil thoughts and unclean pleasures, 22 The taking of goods and of
life, broken faith between husband and wife, the desire of wealth, wrongdoing, deceit,
sins of the flesh, an evil eye, angry words, pride, foolish acts: 23 All these evil things
come from inside, and make the man unclean. 24And he went away from there to the
country of Tyre and Sidon. And he went into a house, desiring that nomanmight have
knowledge of it: and he was not able to keep it secret. 25 But a woman, whose little
daughter had an unclean spirit, having had news of him, came straight away andwent
down at his feet. 26Now the woman was a Greek, a Syro-phoenician by birth: and she
made a request to him that he would send the evil spirit out of her daughter. 27And he
said to her, Let the children first have their food: for it is not right to take the children's
bread and give it to the dogs. 28But she said to him in answer, Yes, Lord: even the dogs
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under the table take the bits dropped by the children. 29 And he said to her, For this
saying go your way; the evil spirit has gone out of your daughter. 30And she went away
to her house, and saw the child on the bed, and the evil spirit gone out. 31And again he
went out from Tyre, and came through Sidon to the sea of Galilee, through the country
of Decapolis. 32And they came to him with one who had no power of hearing and had
trouble in talking; and they made a request to him to put his hands on him. 33And he
took him on one side from the people privately, and put his fingers into his ears, and
he put water from his mouth on the man's tongue with his finger; 34And looking up to
heaven, he took a deep breath, and said to him, Ephphatha, that is, Be open. 35And his
ears became open, and the band of his tongue was made loose, and his words became
clear. 36Andhe gave themorders not to give news of it to anyone; but themore hemade
this request, so much the more they made it public. 37 And they were overcome with
wonder, saying, He has done all things well: he even gives back the power of hearing
and the power of talking to those who have been without them.

8
1 In those days again, when therewas a greatmass of people and they had no food, he

made his disciples come to him and said to them, 2 I have pity for these people because
they have been with me now three days, and have no food; 3 If I send them away to
their houses with no food, they will be overcome by weariness on the way; and some
of them have come from far. 4And his disciples said in answer, How will it be possible
to get enough bread for these men here in a waste place? 5 And he put the question,
How much bread have you? And they said, Seven cakes. 6 And he made the people
be seated on the earth: and he took the seven cakes and, having given praise, he gave
the broken bread to his disciples to put before them; and they put it before the people.
7And they had some small fishes; and blessing themhe had them put before the people
in the same way. 8 And they took the food, and had enough; and they took up seven
baskets full of the broken bits. 9 And there were about four thousand people: and he
sent them away. 10And he got into the boat with his disciples straight away, and came
into the country of Dalmanutha. 11 And the Pharisees came out and put questions to
him, requesting from him a sign from heaven, testing him. 12And he was very sad in
spirit, and said,Why is this generation looking for a sign? truly, I say to you, No signwill
be given to this generation. 13And hewent away from them, and again got into the boat
and went across to the other side. 14And they had taken no thought to get bread; and
they had only one cake of breadwith them in the boat. 15Andhe said to them, Take care
to be on the watch against the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod. 16And
they said to one another, We have no bread. 17And Jesus, hearing it, said to them, Why
are you reasoning among yourselves because you have no bread? do you still not see,
and is it still not clear to you? are your hearts so hard? 18Having eyes, do you not see?
and having ears, have you no hearing? and have you no memory? 19When I made a
division of the five cakes of bread among the five thousand, what number of baskets
full of broken bits did you take up? They said to him, Twelve. 20And when the seven
among the four thousand, what number of baskets full of broken bits did you take up?
And they said to him, Seven. 21And he said to them, Is it still not clear to you? 22And
they came to Beth-saida. And they took a blind man to him, requesting him to put his
hands on him. 23And he took the blind man by the hand, and went with him out of the
town; and when he had put water from his mouth on his eyes, and put his hands on
him, he said, Do you see anything? 24And looking up, he said, I see men; I see them like
trees, walking. 25 Then again he put his hands on his eyes; and looking hard, he was
able to see, and saw all things clearly. 26And he sent him away to his house, saying, Do
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not even go into the town. 27And Jesus went out, with his disciples, into the little towns
round Caesarea Philippi; and on theway he put a question to his disciples, saying,Who
domen say that I am? 28And theymade answer, John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; but
others, One of the prophets. 29And he said to them, Butwho do you say I am? Peter said
in answer, You are the Christ. 30And he put them under orders not to say this of him to
anyone. 31And teaching them, he said that the Sonofmanwouldhave toundergomuch,
and be hated by those in authority, and the chief priests, and the scribes, and be put to
death, and after three days come back from the dead. 32And he said this openly. And
Peter took him, and was protesting. 33 But he, turning about, and seeing his disciples,
said sharply to Peter, Get out of my way, Satan: for your mind is not on the things of
God, but on the things of men. 34And turning to the mass of people with his disciples,
he said to them, If any man has the desire to come after me, let him give up all other
desires, and take up his cross and come after me. 35Whoever has a desire to keep his
life, will have it taken from him; and whoever gives up his life because of me and the
good news, will keep it. 36What profit has aman if he gets all the world with the loss of
his life? 37Andwhatwould aman give in exchange for his life? 38Whoever has a feeling
of shame because of me andmywords in this false and evil generation, the Son of man
will have a feeling of shame because of him, when he comes in the glory of his Father
with the holy angels.

9
1And he said to them, Truly I say to you, There are some here who will have no taste

of death till they see the kingdom of God come with power. 2 And after six days Jesus
took with him Peter and James and John, and made them go up with him into a high
mountain by themselves: and he was changed in form before them: 3And his clothing
became shining, very white, as no cleaner on earth would make it. 4 And there came
before them Elijah with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus. 5 And Peter said to
Jesus, Master, it is good for us to be here: and let us make three tents; one for you, one
forMoses, and one for Elijah. 6Because hewas not certain what to say, for theywere in
great fear. 7And a cloud came over them; and a voice came out of the cloud, saying, This
is my dearly loved Son, give ear to him. 8And suddenly looking round about, they saw
no one any longer, but Jesus onlywith themselves. 9Andwhile theywere coming down
from themountain, he gave them orders not to give word to anyman of the things they
had seen, till the Son of man had come back from the dead. 10And they kept the saying,
questioning among themselves what the coming back from the dead might be. 11And
they put a question to him, saying, Why do the scribes say that Elijah has to come first?
12Andhe said to them, Truly, Elijahdoes comefirst, andputs all things inorder; andhow
is it said in theWritings that theSonofmanwill go throughmuchsorrowandbemadeas
nothing? 13But I say to you that Elijah has come, and they have done to him whatever
they were pleased to do, even as the Writings say about him. 14And when they came
to the disciples, they saw a great mass of people about them, and scribes questioning
them. 15 And straight away all the people, when they saw him, were full of wonder,
and running to him, gave himworship. 16And he said, What are you questioning them
about? 17And one of the number said to him in answer, Master, I came to you with my
son, who has in him a spirit which takes away his power of talking; 18 And wherever
it takes him, it puts him down violently, streaming at the lips and twisted with pain;
and his strength goes from him; and I made a request to your disciples to send it out,
and they were not able. 19And he said to them in answer, O generation without faith,
how long will I have to be with you? how long will I put up with you? let him come
to me. 20 And they took him to him: and when he saw him, the spirit in him straight
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away became violent; and he went down on the earth, rolling about and streaming at
the lips. 21And Jesus questioning the father said, How long has he been like this? And
he said, From a child. 22And frequently it has sent him into the fire and into the water,
for his destruction; but if you are able to do anything, have pity on us, and give us help.
23And Jesus said to him, If you are able! All things are possible to him who has faith.
24 Straight away the father of the child gave a cry, saying, I have faith; make my feeble
faith stronger. 25And when Jesus saw that the people came running together, he gave
orders to the unclean spirit, saying to him, You, spirit, who are the cause of his loss of
voice and hearing, I say to you, come out of him, and never again go into him. 26And
after crying out and shaking him violently, it came out: and the child became like one
dead; so that most of them said, He is dead. 27 But Jesus took him by the hand, lifting
himup; and he got up. 28Andwhen he had gone into the house, his disciples said to him
privately,Whywereweunable to send it out? 29Andhe said to them, Nothingwillmake
this sort come out but prayer. 30And they went out from there, through Galilee; and it
was his desire that nomanmight have knowledge of it; 31For hewas giving his disciples
teaching, and saying to them, TheSonofman is givenup into thehandsofmen, and they
will put him to death; andwhen he is dead, after three days hewill come back from the
dead. 32But the saying was not clear to them, and they were in fear of questioning him
about it. 33 And they came to Capernaum: and when he was in the house, he put the
question to them, What were you talking about on the way? 34 But they said nothing:
because they had had an argument between themselves on theway, aboutwhowas the
greatest. 35And seating himself, hemade the twelve come tohim; andhe said to them, If
anyman has the desire to be first, he will be last of all and servant of all. 36And he took
a little child, and put him in the middle of them; and taking him in his arms, he said to
them, 37Whoever will give honour to one such little child in my name, gives honour to
me: and whoever gives honour to me, gives honour not to me, but to himwho sent me.
38 John said tohim,Master,we sawonedrivingout evil spirits in yourname: andwesaid
that hemight not, because he is not one of us. 39But Jesus said, Say not so: for there is no
manwhowill do a greatwork inmyname, andbeable at the same time to say evil ofme.
40He who is not against us is for us. 41Whoever gives you a cup of water, because you
are Christ's, truly I say to you, he will in no way be without his reward. 42Andwhoever
is a cause of trouble to one of these little ones who have faith in me, it would be better
for him if a great stone was put round his neck and hewas dropped into the sea. 43And
if your hand is a cause of trouble to you, let it be cut off; it is better for you to go into life
with one hand than to have two hands and go into hell, into the eternal fire. 44 [] 45And
if your foot is a cause of trouble to you, let it be cut off: it is better for you to go into life
with one foot than to have two feet and go into hell. 46 [] 47And if your eye is a cause of
trouble to you, take it out: it is better for you to go into the kingdomof Godwith one eye
than, having two eyes, to go into hell, 48Where their worm is ever living and the fire is
not put out. 49Everyonewill be saltedwith fire. 50Salt is good; but if the taste goes from
it, how will you make it salt again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace one with
another.

10
1And he got up, and went into the country of Judaea on the other side of Jordan: and

great numbers of people came together to him again; and, aswas hisway, he gave them
teaching. 2 And Pharisees came to him, testing him with the question, Is it right for a
man to put away his wife? 3 And he said to them in answer, What did Moses say you
were to do? 4And they said to him, Moses let us give her a statement in writing, and be
free fromher. 5But Jesus said to them, Because of your hard hearts he gave you this law.
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6But from the first, male and femalemade he them. 7For this causewill aman go away
from his father and mother, and be joined to his wife; 8 And the two will become one
flesh; so that they are no longer two, but one flesh. 9Let not that which has been joined
together by God be parted by man. 10 And in the house the disciples put questions to
him again about this thing. 11 And he said to them, Whoever puts away his wife and
takes another, is false to his wife; 12And if she herself puts away her husband and takes
another, she is false to her husband. 13And they took to him little children, so that he
might put his hands on them: and the disciples said sharp words to them. 14And when
Jesus saw it, he was angry, and said to them, Let the little children come to me, and do
not keep them away; for of such is the kingdom of God. 15 Truly I say to you, Whoever
does not put himself under the kingdom of God like a little child, will not come into it
at all. 16And he took them in his arms, and gave them a blessing, putting his hands on
them. 17Andwhile hewas going out into theway, aman came running to him, andwent
downonhisknees, saying, GoodMaster,whathave I todo so that Imayhaveeternal life?
18And Jesus said to him, Why do you say I am good? no one is good but one, and that is
God. 19You have knowledge of what is said in the law, Do not put any one to death, Do
not beuntrue inmarried life, Donot takewhat is not yours, Donot give falsewitness, Do
not get money by deceit, Give honour to your father andmother. 20And he said to him,
Master, all these laws I have kept from the timewhen Iwas young. 21And Jesus, looking
on him and loving him, said, There is one thing needed: go, get money for your goods,
and give it to the poor, and you will have wealth in heaven: and come with me. 22But
his face became sad at the saying, and he went away sorrowing: for he was one who
had much property. 23And Jesus, looking round about, said to his disciples, How hard
it is for those who have wealth to come into the kingdom of God! 24And the disciples
were full of wonder at his words. But Jesus said to them again, Children, how hard it is
for those who put faith in wealth to come into the kingdom of God! 25 It is simpler for a
camel to go throughaneedle's eye, than for amanofwealth to come into thekingdomof
God. 26And they were greatly surprised, saying to him, Who then may have salvation?
27 Jesus, looking on them, said,Withmen it is impossible, but notwithGod: for all things
are possible with God. 28Peter said to him, See, we have given up everything, and come
after you. 29 Jesus said, Truly I say to you, There is no man who has given up house,
or brothers, or sisters, or mother, or father, or children, or land, because of me and the
good news, 30Who will not get a hundred times as much now in this time, houses, and
brothers, and sisters, andmothers, andchildren, and land— thoughwithgreat troubles;
and, in the world to come, eternal life. 31But a great number who are first will be last:
and those who are last will be first. 32And theywere on theway, going up to Jerusalem;
and Jesus was going before them: and they were full of wonder; but those who came
after himwere in fear. And again he took the twelve, and gave themword of the things
which were to come on him, 33 Saying, See, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man
will be given up to the chief priests and the scribes; and they will give an order for his
death, and will give him up to the Gentiles: 34And they will make sport of him, and put
shameonhim, and give him cruel blows, andwill put him to death; and after three days
he will come back from the dead. 35And there came to him James and John, the sons of
Zebedee, saying to him, Master, will you give us whatever may be our request? 36And
he said to them, What would you have me do for you? 37And they said to him, Let us
be seated, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory. 38But Jesus said to
them, You have no knowledge of what you are saying. Are you able to take of my cup?
or to undergo the baptismwhich I am to undergo? 39And they said to him,We are able.
And Jesus said to them,Youwill takeof thecup fromwhich I take; and thebaptismwhich
I amabout toundergoyouwill undergo: 40But to be seated atmy right handor atmy left
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is not forme to give: but it is for those forwhom it has beenmade ready. 41And hearing
this, the ten became very angry with James and John. 42And Jesus made them come to
him, andsaid to them,Yousee that thosewhoaremaderulersover theGentiles are lords
over them, and their great ones have authority over them. 43But it is not so among you:
but whoever has a desire to become great among you, let him be your servant: 44And
whoever has a desire to be first among you, let him be servant of all. 45 For truly the
Son ofman did not come to have servants, but to be a servant, and to give his life for the
salvation of men. 46And they came to Jericho: and when he was going out of Jericho,
with his disciples and a great number of people, the sonof Timaeus, Bartimaeus, a blind
man, was seated by the wayside, with his hand out for money. 47And when it came to
his ears that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he gave a cry, and said, Jesus, Son of David, have
mercy on me. 48And some of them, turning in protest, gave him an order to be quiet:
but he went on crying out all the more, Son of David, have mercy on me. 49And Jesus
came to a stop and said, Let himcome. And crying out to theblindman, they said tohim,
Be comforted: come, he has sent for you. 50And he, putting off his coat, got up quickly,
and came to Jesus. 51And Jesus said to him, What would you have me do to you? And
the blind man said, Master, make me able to see. 52And Jesus said to him, Go on your
way; your faith hasmade youwell. And straight awayhewas able to see, andwent after
him in the way.

11
1Andwhen they camenear to Jerusalem, to Beth-phage andBethany, at theMountain

of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, 2And said to them, Go into the little townopposite:
andwhen you come to it, youwill see a young ass with a cord round his neck, onwhich
no man has ever been seated; let him loose, and come back with him. 3And if anyone
says to you, Why are you doing this? say, The Lord has need of him and will send him
back straight away. 4And theywent awayand sawayoungass by thedoor outside in the
open street; and they were getting him loose. 5And some of those who were there said
to them, What are you doing, taking the ass? 6And they said to them the words which
Jesus had said; and they let themgo. 7And they took the young ass to Jesus, andput their
clothing on him, and he got on his back. 8And a great number put down their clothing
in the way; and others put down branches which they had taken from the fields. 9And
those who went in front, and those who came after, were crying, Glory: A blessing on
him who comes in the name of the Lord: 10 A blessing on the coming kingdom of our
father David: Glory in the highest. 11And he went into Jerusalem into the Temple; and
after looking round about on all things, it being now evening, he went out to Bethany
with the twelve. 12And on the day after, when they had come out from Bethany, he was
in need of food. 13And seeing a fig-tree in the distance with leaves, he went to see if by
chance it had anything on it: and when he came to it, he saw nothing but leaves, for it
wasnot the time for the fruit. 14Andhe said to it, Let noman take fruit fromyou for ever.
Andhisdisciples tooknoteofhiswords. 15And theycame to Jerusalem; andhewent into
the Temple, and sent out those who were trading there, overturning the tables of the
money-changers and the seats of those who were offering doves for money; 16And he
would not let anyman take a vessel through the Temple. 17And he gave them teaching,
and said to them, Is it not in theWritings, My house is to be named a house of prayer for
all the nations? but you have made it a hole of thieves. 18And it came to the ears of the
chief priests and scribes, and they took thought how theymight put him to death; being
in fear of him, because all the people were full of wonder at his teaching. 19And every
evening he went out of the town. 20Andwhen they were going by in the morning, they
saw the fig-tree dead from the roots. 21And Peter, having a memory of it, said to him,
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Master, see, the tree which was cursed by you is dead. 22And Jesus, answering, said to
them, Have God's faith. 23 Truly I say to you, Whoever says to this mountain, Be taken
up and be put into the sea; and has no doubt in his heart, but has faith that what he
says will come about, he will have his desire. 24 For this reason I say to you, Whatever
you make a request for in prayer, have faith that it has been given to you, and you will
have it. 25And whenever you make a prayer, let there be forgiveness in your hearts, if
you have anything against anyone; so that youmay have forgiveness for your sins from
your Father who is in heaven. 26 [] 27And they came again to Jerusalem: and while he
waswalking in theTemple, there came tohim the chief priests and the scribes and those
in authority: 28And they said to him, Bywhat authority do you do these things? or who
gave you authority to do these things? 29And Jesus said to them, I will put to you one
question; give me an answer, and I will say by what authority I do these things. 30 The
baptism of John, was it fromheaven or frommen? giveme an answer. 31And they gave
thought to it among themselves, saying, If we say, From heaven; he will say, Why then
did you not have faith in him? 32 But if we say, From men — they were in fear of the
people, because all took John to be truly a prophet. 33And they said in answer to Jesus,
We have no idea. And Jesus said to them, And I will not say to you by what authority I
do these things.

12
1And he gave them teaching in the form of stories. Aman had a vine-garden planted,

and put awall about it, andmade a place for crushing out thewine, and put up a tower,
and let it out to field-workers, and went into another country. 2 And when the time
came, he sent a servant to get from the workmen some of the fruit of the garden. 3And
they took him, and gave him blows, and sent him away with nothing. 4 And again he
sent to them another servant; and they gave him wounds on the head, and were very
cruel to him. 5And he sent another; and they put him to death: and a number of others,
whipping some, andputting some todeath. 6Hestill hadone, a dearly loved son: he sent
him last to them, saying, They will have respect for my son. 7But those workmen said
among themselves, This ishewhowill onedaybe theownerof theproperty; come, let us
puthimtodeath, and theheritagewill beours. 8And they tookhimandputhimtodeath,
pushinghisbodyoutof thegarden. 9What thenwill themasterof thegardendo? Hewill
come and put the workmen to death, and will give the garden into the hands of others.
10Have you not seen this which is in theWritings: The stone which the builders put on
one side, the samewasmade the chief stoneof thebuilding: 11Thiswas theLord's doing,
and it is a wonder in our eyes? 12And they made attempts to take him; but they were
in fear of the people, because they saw that the story was against them; and they went
away from him. 13 Then they sent to him certain of the Pharisees and the Herodians,
so that they might make use of his words to take him by a trick. 14And when they had
come, they said to him, Master, we are certain that you are true, and have no fear of
anyone: you have no respect for a man's position, but you are teaching the true way of
God: Is it right to give taxes to Caesar or not? 15Are we to give or not to give? But he,
conscious of their false hearts, said to them, Why do you put me to the test? give me a
penny, so that I may see it. 16And they gave him one. And he said to them,Whose is this
image and name on it? And they said to him, Caesar's. 17And Jesus said to them, Give to
Caesar the things which are Caesar's, and to God the things which are God's. And they
were full of wonder at him. 18And there came to him Sadducees, who say there is no
coming back from the dead; and they put a question to him, saying, 19Master, in the
law Moses says, If a man's brother comes to his end, and has a wife still living and no
child, it is right for his brother to take his wife, and get a family for his brother. 20There
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were seven brothers: and the first took awife, and at his death therewere no offspring;
21And the second took her, and at his death there were no offspring; and the third the
same: 22And all the seven had no seed. Last of all thewomanherself came to her death.
23 In the future life, when they come back from the dead, whose wife will she be? for
the seven had her for a wife. 24 Jesus said to them, Is not this the reason for your error,
that you have no knowledge of the holyWritings or of the power of God? 25When they
come back from the dead, they do not get married, but are like the angels in heaven.
26But as to the dead coming back to life; have you not seen in the book of Moses, about
the burning thorn-tree, how God said to him, I am the God of Abraham, and the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob? 27He is not the God of the dead, but of the living: you are
greatly in error. 28And one of the scribes came, and hearing their argument together,
and seeing that he had given them a good answer, put the question to him,Which law is
the first of all? 29 Jesus said in answer, The first is, Give ear, O Israel: The Lord our God is
oneLord; 30Andyouare tohave love for theLordyourGodwith all yourheart, andwith
all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength. 31 The second is this,
Have love for your neighbour as for yourself. There is no other law greater than these.
32And the scribe said to him, Truly, Master, you have well said that he is one, and there
is no other but he: 33And to have love for himwith all the heart, and with all the mind,
and with all the strength, and to have the same love for his neighbour as for himself,
is much more than all forms of offerings. 34 And when Jesus saw that he gave a wise
answer, he said to him, You are not far from the kingdom of God. And every man after
thatwas in fear of questioning himanymore. 35And Jesus, whenhewas teaching in the
Temple, said, Howdo the scribes say that the Christ is the Son ofDavid? 36David himself
said in the Holy Spirit, The Lord said to my Lord, Be seated at my right hand, till I put
thosewhoare against youunder your feet. 37Davidhimself gives him thenameof Lord;
andhow then is hehis son? And the commonpeople gave ear tohimgladly. 38And inhis
teaching he said, Be on your watch against the scribes, whose pleasure it is to go about
in long robes and be respected in themarket-places, 39And to have the chief seats in the
Synagogues and the first places at feasts; 40Who take away the property ofwidows, and
before the eyes of menmake long prayers; these will be judged more hardly. 41And he
took a seat by the place where themoneywas kept, and saw how the people putmoney
into the boxes: and a number who had wealth put in much. 42And there came a poor
widow, and she put in two little bits of money, which make a farthing. 43And he made
his disciples come to him, and said to them, Truly I say to you, This poor widow has put
in more than all those who are putting money into the box: 44 Because they all put in
something out of what they had no need for; but she out of her need put in all she had,
even all her living.

13
1And when he was going out of the Temple, one of his disciples said to him, Master,

see, what stones and what buildings! 2 And Jesus said to him, Do you see these great
buildings? there is not one stone here resting on anotherwhichwill not be overturned.
3 And while he was seated on the Mountain of Olives opposite the Temple, Peter and
James and John and Andrew said to him privately, 4 Say when these things will be, and
whatwill be the signwhen these things areall about tobedone. 5And Jesus said to them,
Take care that you are not tricked by anyone. 6 People will come in my name, saying, I
am he; and a number will be turned from the true way. 7And when you have news of
wars and talk of wars, do not be troubled; these things have to be, but it is still not the
end. 8Nationwill go towarwithnation, andkingdomwithkingdom: therewill beearth-
shocks in different places; therewill be timeswhen there is no food; these things are the
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first of the troubles. 9But take care: for they will give you up to the Sanhedrins; and in
Synagogues youwill bewhipped; and youwill be takenbefore rulers and kings because
of me, for a sign to them. 10And the good news has first to be given to all the nations.
11Andwhen you are taken and given up to be judged, do not be troubled about what to
say: but whatever is given to you in that hour, say: because it is not you who say it, but
the Holy Spirit. 12 And brother will give up brother to death, and the father his child;
and children will go against their fathers and mothers, and put them to death. 13And
you will be hated by all men, because of my name; but he who goes through to the end
will have salvation. 14But when you see the unclean thing whichmakes destruction, in
the place where it has no right to be (let this be clear to the reader), then let those who
are in Judaea go quickly to the mountains: 15And let him who is on the house-top not
go down, or go in, to take anything out of his house: 16 And let not him who is in the
field go back to take his coat. 17And it will be hard for women who are with child and
for her who has a baby at the breast in those days. 18And say a prayer that it may not
be in the winter. 19 For in those days there will be sorrow, such as there has not been
from the time when God made the world till now, and will not ever be again. 20And if
the Lord had notmade the time short, no fleshwould have been kept from destruction;
but because of the saints he has made the time short. 21 And then if any man says to
you, See, here is Christ; or, See, there; have no faith in it: 22Because there will be false
Christs and false prophets, and they will give signs and wonders in the hope of turning
even the saints from the true way. 23But take care; see, I have made all things clear to
you before the time. 24But in those days, after that time of trouble, the sunwill bemade
dark and the moon will not give her light, 25And the stars will be falling from heaven,
and the powers which are in the heavens will be moved. 26And then they will see the
Son of man coming in clouds with great power and glory. 27And then he will send out
the angels, andwill get together his saints from the fourwinds, from the farthest part of
the earth to the farthest part of heaven. 28Take an example from the fig-tree: when its
branches become soft and put out their leaves, you see that the summer is near; 29Even
so,whenyou see these things takingplace, youmaybe certain thathe isnear, evenat the
doors. 30Truly, I say to you, This generation will not come to an end till all these things
are complete. 31Heaven and earth will come to an end, but my words will not come to
an end. 32 But of that day or that hour no one has knowledge, not even the angels in
heaven, or the Son, but the Father. 33 Take care, keep watch with prayer: for you are
not certain when the time will be. 34 It is as when a man who is in another country for
a time, having gone away from his house, and given authority to his servants and to
everyone hiswork, gives the porter an order to keepwatch. 35So you are to keepwatch:
because you are not certain when the master of the house is coming, in the evening, or
in themiddle of the night, or at the cock's cry, or in themorning; 36For fear that, coming
suddenly, he sees you sleeping. 37Andwhat I say to you, I say to all, Keep watch.

14
1 It was now two days before the feast of the Passover and the unleavened bread: and

the chief priests and the scribes made designs how they might take him by deceit and
put him to death: 2But they said, Not while the feast is going on, for fear there may be
trouble among the people. 3 And while he was in Bethany in the house of Simon the
leper, seated at table, there came a woman with a bottle of perfumed oil of great price;
and when the bottle was broken she put the perfume on his head. 4 But some of them
were angry among themselves, saying, Forwhat purpose has this oil beenwasted? 5We
might have got more than three hundred pence for it, and given themoney to the poor.
And they said things against her among themselves. 6 But Jesus said, Let her be; why
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are you troubling her? she has done a kind act to me. 7 The poor you have ever with
you, andwhenever youhave the desire youmaydo themgood: butme youhave not for
ever. 8 She has done what she was able: she has put oil onmy body to make it ready for
its last resting-place. 9And truly I say to you,Wherever the good news goes out through
all the earth, what thiswomanhas donewill be talked of inmemory of her. 10And Judas
Iscariot, whowas one of the twelve, went away to the chief priests, so that hemight give
him up to them. 11And hearing what he said, they were glad, and gave him their word
to make him a payment of money. And he took thought how hemight best give him up
to them. 12And on the first day of unleavened bread, when the Passover lamb is put to
death, his disciples said to him, Where are we to go andmake ready for you to take the
Passover meal? 13And he sent two of his disciples, and said to them, Go into the town,
and there will come to you amanwith a vessel of water: go after him; 14Andwherever
he goes in, say to the owner of the house, The Master says, Where is my guest-room,
where I may take the Passover with my disciples? 15And he will take you up himself to
a great roomwith a table and seats: there make ready for us. 16And the disciples went
out and came into the town, and saw that it was as he had said: and they made ready
the Passover. 17And when it was evening he came with the twelve. 18And while they
were seated taking food, Jesus said, Truly I say to you, One of youwill be false tome, one
who is taking food with me. 19They were sad, and said to him one by one, Is it I? 20And
he said to them, It is one of the twelve, one who is putting his bread with me into the
same plate. 21The Son of man goes, even as the Writings say of him: but cursed is that
man throughwhom the Son ofman is given up! It would have beenwell for thatman if
he had never been given birth. 22And while they were taking food, he took bread, and
after blessing it, he gave the broken bread to them, and said, Take it: this is my body.
23And he took a cup, andwhen he had given praise, he gave it to them: and they all had
a drink from it. 24And he said to them, This ismy blood of the testament, which is given
formen. 25Truly I say to you, I will take nomore of the fruit of the vine till the daywhen
I take it new in the kingdomof God. 26And after a song of praise to God theywent out to
theMountain of Olives. 27And Jesus said to them, Youwill all be turned away fromme:
for it is in the Writings, I will put the keeper of the sheep to death, and the sheep will
be put to flight. 28 But after I have come back from the dead, I will go before you into
Galilee. 29But Peter said to him, Though the othersmay be turned away from you, I will
not. 30And Jesus said to him, Truly, I say to you that you, today, even this night, before
the cock's second cry, will say three times that you have no knowledge of me. 31But he
said with passion, If I have to be put to death with you, I will not be false to you. And
they all said the same. 32And they came to a place which was named Gethsemane: and
he said to his disciples, Be seatedherewhile I say aprayer. 33Andhe tookwithhimPeter
and James and John, and grief and great trouble came on him. 34And he said to them,
My soul is very sad, even to death: be here a little time, and keepwatch. 35And hewent
forward a little, and falling down on the earth, made request that, if possible, the hour
might go fromhim. 36Andhe said, Abba, Father, all things arepossible to you; take away
this cup fromme: but even so let not my pleasure, but yours be done. 37And he came,
and saw them sleeping, and said to Peter, Simon, are you sleeping? were you not able
to keep watch one hour? 38Keep watch with prayer, so that you may not be put to the
test; the spirit truly is ready, but the flesh is feeble. 39And again hewent away, and said
a prayer, using the same words. 40And again he came and saw them sleeping, because
their eyes were very tired; and they had nothing to say in answer. 41And he came the
third time, and said to them, Go on sleeping now and take your rest: it is enough; the
hourhas come; see, theSonofman is givenup into thehandsof evilmen. 42Getup, let us
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be going; see, hewhogivesmeup is near. 43And straight away,while hewas still talking,
Judas, one of the twelve, came, andwith him a great bandwith swords and sticks, from
the chief priests and the scribes and those in authority. 44Now he who had been false
to him had given them a sign, saying, The one towhom I give a kiss, that is he; take him,
and get him away safely. 45And when he had come, he went straight to him and said,
Master; and gave him a kiss. 46And they put their hands on him, and took him. 47But a
certain one of thosewhowere near took out his sword, and gave the servant of the high
priest a blow, cutting offhis ear. 48And Jesus said to them, Have you come out as against
a thief, with swords and sticks to take me? 49 I was with you every day in the Temple
teaching, and you did not take me; but this is done so that theWritings may come true.
50And they all went away fromhim in fear. 51And a certain youngmanwent after him,
with only a linen cloth about his body; and they put their hands on him; 52 But he got
away unclothed, without the linen cloth. 53And they took Jesus away to the high priest;
and there came together with him all the chief priests and those in authority and the
scribes. 54And Peter had come after him at a distance, even into the house of the high
priest; and he was seated with the captains, warming himself in the light of the fire.
55 Now the chief priests and all the Sanhedrin were looking for witness against Jesus
so that they might put him to death; and they were unable to get any. 56 For a number
gave false witness against him and their witness was not in agreement. 57 Then some
got up and gave false witness against him, saying, 58He said in our hearing, I will put
an end to this Temple which is made with hands, and in three days I will make another
withouthands. 59Andeven so theirwitnesswasnot inagreement. 60And thehighpriest
got up in themiddle of them, and said to Jesus, Do you say nothing in answer? what is it
which these say against you? 61But he kept quiet and saidnothing. Again thehighpriest
questioning him said, Are you the Christ, the son of the Holy One? 62And Jesus said, I
am: and youwill see the Son ofman seated at the right hand of power, and comingwith
the clouds of heaven. 63And thehighpriest, violently partinghis robes, said,Whatmore
need have we of witnesses? 64His words against God have come to your ears: what is
your opinion? And they all said it was right for him to be put to death. 65And some put
shame on him and, covering his face, gave him blows and said to him, Now say what is
to come: and the captains took him and gave him blows with their hands. 66Andwhile
Peter was down in the open square of the building, one of the servant-girls of the high
priest came; 67And seeing Peter warming himself by the fire, she gave him a look, and
said, You were with this Nazarene, even Jesus. 68 But he said, I have no knowledge of
him, or of what you are saying: and he went out into the doorway; and there came the
cry of a cock. 69And the girl saw him, and said again to thosewhowere near, This is one
of them. 70But again he said it was not so. And after a little time, again those whowere
near said to Peter, Truly you are one of them; for you are a Galilaean. 71But, with curses
and oaths, he said, I have no knowledge of theman aboutwhomyou are talking. 72And
in the same minute, the cock gave a second cry. And it came to Peter's mind how Jesus
had said to him, Before the cock's second cry, you will say three times that you have no
knowledge of me. And at this thought he was overcomewith weeping.

15
1And the first thing in the morning the chief priests, with those in authority and the

scribes and all the Sanhedrin, had a meeting, and put cords round Jesus, and took him
away, and gave him up to Pilate. 2 And Pilate put a question to him, Are you the King
of the Jews? And he, answering, said to him, You say so. 3And the chief priests said a
number of things against him. 4And Pilate again put a question, Do you say nothing in
answer? see howmuch evil they say you have done. 5But Jesus gave nomore answers,
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so that Pilatewas full ofwonder. 6Nowat the feast every year he let one prisoner go free
at their request. 7And there was one named Barabbas, in prison with those who had
gone against the government and in the fight had taken life. 8And the people went up,
requesting him to do as he had done for them in other years. 9AndPilate said in answer
to them, Is it your desire that I let the King of the Jews go free? 10 For he saw that the
chief priests had given him up through envy. 11But the people weremoved by the chief
priests to make him let Barabbas go free. 12 And Pilate again said in answer to them,
What then am I to do to him to whom you give the name of the King of the Jews? 13And
they said again loudly, To the cross with him! 14And Pilate said to them,Why, what evil
has hedone? But their crywas the louder, To the cross! 15AndPilate, desiring to dowhat
was pleasing to the people, let Barabbas go free, and gave up Jesus, when he had been
whipped, to be put to death on the cross. 16And themen of the army took himaway into
the square in front of the buildingwhich is the Praetorium, and they got together all the
band. 17And they put a purple robe on him, and twisting a crown of thorns, they put it
on him; 18And, as if honouring him, they said, Long life to the King of the Jews! 19And
they gave himblows on the headwith a stick and put shame onhimand, going downon
their knees, gave himworship. 20And when they had made sport of him, they took the
purple robe off him and put his clothing on him. And they took him out to put him to
death on the cross. 21And theymade one, Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and
Rufus, who was going by, coming from the country, go with them, so that he might take
his cross. 22And they took him to the place namedGolgotha,which is, DeadMan'sHead.
23And theygavehimwinemixedwithmyrrh; buthedidnot take it. 24Andhewasnailed
to thecross; and theymadeadivisionofhis clothingamong them,putting to thedecision
of chancewhat everyonewas to take. 25And itwas the third hourwhen they put himon
the cross. 26And the statement of his crime was put in writing on the cross, THE KING
OFTHE JEWS. 27And they put two thieves on crosseswith him, one onhis right side, and
one on his left. 28 [] 29And those who went by made sport of him, shaking their heads,
and saying, Ha! you who give the Temple to destruction, and put it up again in three
days, 30Keep yourself from death, and come down from the cross. 31 In the same way
the chief priests, laughing at him among themselves with the scribes, said, A saviour of
others, he has no salvation for himself. 32Let the Christ, the King of Israel, come down
now from the cross, so that we may see and have belief. And those who were put on
crosses with him said evil things against him. 33And when the sixth hour had come, it
was dark over all the land till the ninth hour. 34 And at the ninth hour, Jesus said in a
loud voice, Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? which is, MyGod,myGod, why are you turned
away fromme? 35And some of thosewhowere near, hearing it, said, See, he is crying to
Elijah. 36And one of them went quickly and, getting a sponge full of bitter wine, put it
on a rod, and gave it to him for drink, saying, Let be; let us see if Elijahwill come to take
him down. 37And Jesus gave a loud cry, and gave up his spirit. 38And the curtain of the
Templewas parted in two fromend to end. 39Andwhen the captain, whowas near, saw
how he gave up his spirit, he said, Truly this man was a son of God. 40And there were
women watching from a distance: among them were Mary Magdalene, and Mary, the
mother of James the less and of Joses, and Salome, 41Whowent with himwhen he was
inGalilee and took care of him; andanumber of otherwomenwho cameupwithhim to
Jerusalem. 42Andwhen it was evening, because it was the time of getting ready, that is,
the day before the Sabbath, 43There came Joseph of Arimathaea, a responsible man in
high honour, whowas himself waiting for the kingdom of God; and he went in to Pilate
without fear, andmade a request for the body of Jesus. 44And Pilate was surprised that
he was dead; and, sending for the captain, he put a question to see if he had been dead
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for long. 45And when he had news of it from the captain, he let Joseph have the body.
46 And he got a linen cloth and, taking him down, put the linen cloth round him, and
put him in a place for the deadwhich had been cut out of a rock; and a stonewas rolled
against the door. 47AndMary Magdalene and Mary, the mother of Joses, saw where he
was put.

16
1And when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene and Mary, the mother of James,

and Salome, got spices, so that they might come and put them on him. 2And very early
after dawnon thefirst dayof theweek, they cameat the timeof the comingupof the sun
to the place where the body had been put. 3And they were saying among themselves,
Who will get the stone rolled away from the door for us? 4 And looking up, they saw
that the stone was rolled back; and it was of great size. 5And when they went in, they
saw a young man seated on the right side, dressed in a white robe; and they were full
of wonder. 6 And he said to them, Do not be troubled: you are looking for Jesus, the
Nazarene, who has been put to death on the cross; he has come back from the dead; he
is not here: see, the place where they put him! 7But go, say to his disciples and to Peter,
Hegoesbeforeyou intoGalilee: thereyouwill seehim, ashe said toyou. 8And theywent
out quickly from the place, because fear and greatwonder had come on them: and they
said nothing to anyone, because theywere full of fear that ... 9Nowwhen he came back
from the dead early on the first day of theweek, hewent first toMaryMagdalene, from
whom he had sent out seven evil spirits. 10 She went and gave news of it to those who
had beenwith him, while theywere sorrowing andweeping. 11And they, when it came
to their ears that hewas living, andhad been seen byher, had no belief in it. 12And after
these things he was seen in another form by two of them, while they were walking on
their way into the country. 13And they went away and gave news of it to the rest; and
they had no belief in what was said. 14And later he was seen by the eleven themselves
while theywere taking food; andhe said sharpwords to thembecause theyhadno faith
and their hearts were hard, and because they had no belief in those who had seen him
after he had come back from the dead. 15 And he said to them, Go into all the world,
and give the good news to everyone. 16He who has faith and is given baptism will get
salvation; but he who has not faith will be judged. 17And these signs will be with those
who have faith: in my name they will send out evil spirits; and they will make use of
new languages; 18Theywill takeup snakes, and if there is poison in their drink, itwill do
them no evil; they will put their hands on those who are ill, and they will get well. 19 So
then the Lord Jesus, after he had said these words to them, was taken up into heaven
and took his seat at the right hand of God. 20And theywent out, preaching everywhere,
the Lord working with them, and giving witness to the word by the signs which came
after. So be it.
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The Good News According to
Luke

1 As a number of attempts have been made to put together in order an account of
those events which took place among us, 2 As they were handed down to us by those
who saw them from the first and were preachers of the word, 3 It seemed good to me,
having made observation, with great care, of the direction of events in their order, to
put the facts inwriting for you,most noble Theophilus; 4So that youmight have certain
knowledge of those things aboutwhich youwere given teaching. 5 In the days of Herod,
king of Judaea, there was a certain priest, by name Zacharias, of the order of Abijah;
and he had a wife of the family of Aaron, and her name was Elisabeth. 6 They were
upright in the eyes of God, keeping all the rules and orders of God, and doing nowrong.
7 And they were without children, because Elisabeth had never given birth, and they
were at that time very old. 8Now it came about that in his turn he was acting as priest
before God, 9And aswas theway of the priests, he had to go into the Temple to see to the
burning of perfumes. 10And all the people were offering prayers outside, at the time of
the burning of perfumes. 11And he saw an angel of the Lord in his place on the right
side of the altar. 12 And Zacharias was troubled when he saw him, and fear came on
him. 13But the angel said, Have no fear, Zacharias, for your prayer has come to the ears
of God, and your wife Elisabeth will have a son, and his name will be John. 14And you
will be glad and have great delight; and numbers of people will have joy at his birth.
15For he will be great in the eyes of the Lord; he will not take wine or strong drink; and
he will be full of the Spirit of God from his birth. 16 And through him great numbers
of the children of Israel will be turned to the Lord their God. 17And he will go before
his face in the spirit and power of Elijah, turning the hearts of fathers to their children,
andwrongdoers to thewayof righteousness; tomake ready apeoplewhosehearts have
been turned to theLord. 18AndZacharias said to theangel, Howmay Ibe certainof this?
For I am an oldman, andmywife is far on in years. 19And the angel, answering, said, I
amGabriel, whose place is beforeGod; I have been sent to say thesewords to you and to
give you this good news. 20Now, see, you will be without voice or language till the day
when these things come about, because you had not faith inmywords, whichwill have
effect at the right time. 21And thepeoplewerewaiting for Zacharias andwere surprised
because hewas in the Temple for such a long time. 22Andwhen he came out hewas not
able to say anything, and they saw that he had seen a vision in the Temple; and he was
making signs to them without words. 23And when the days of his work in the Temple
were ended, he went back to his house. 24After that time, Elisabeth, being certain that
shewas to becomeamother, kept herself frommen's eyes for fivemonths, saying, 25The
Lord has done this to me, for his eyes were on me, to take away my shame in the eyes
of men. 26Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town in
Galilee, named Nazareth, 27To a virgin whowas to bemarried to aman named Joseph,
of the family of David; and the name of the virginwasMary. 28And the angel came in to
her and said, Peace bewith you, to whom special grace has been given; the Lord is with
you. 29But she was greatly troubled at his words, and said to herself, What may be the
purpose of these words? 30And the angel said to her, Have no fear, Mary, for you have
God's approval. 31And see, youwill give birth to a son, and his namewill be Jesus. 32He
will be great, and will be named the Son of the Most High: and the Lord God will give
him the kingdom of David, his father: 33He will have rule over the house of Jacob for
ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end. 34And Mary said to the angel, Howmay
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this be, because I have had no knowledge of a man? 35And the angel in answer said to
her, The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will come to rest
on you, and so thatwhichwill come to birthwill benamedholy, SonofGod. 36Evennow
Elisabeth, who is of your family, is to be amother, though she is old: and this is the sixth
monthwith herwhowaswithout children. 37For there is nothingwhichGod is not able
to do. 38AndMary said: I am the servant of the Lord;may it be tome as you say. And the
angelwent away. 39ThenMary got up andwent quickly into the high lands, to a town of
Judah; 40And went into the house of Zacharias and took Elisabeth in her arms. 41And
when the voice of Mary came to the ears of Elisabeth, the baby made a sudden move
inside her; then Elisabeth was full of the Holy Spirit, 42And she said with a loud voice:
May blessing be on you amongwomen, and a blessing on the child of your body. 43How
is it that themother ofmy Lord comes tome? 44For, truly, when the sound of your voice
came tomy ears, the baby inmy bodymade a suddenmove for joy. 45Happywill she be
who had faith that the things which the Lord has said to her will be done. 46And Mary
said: My soul gives glory to God; 47My spirit is glad in God my Saviour. 48 For he has
had pity on his servant, though she is poor and lowly placed: and from this hourwill all
generations give witness to the blessing which has come to me. 49 For he who is strong
has done great things for me; and holy is his name. 50His mercy is for all generations
in whom is the fear of him. 51With his arm he has done acts of power; he has put to
flight those who have pride in their hearts. 52He has put down kings from their seats,
lifting up on high themen of low degree. 53Thosewho had no food hemade full of good
things; the men of wealth he sent away with nothing in their hands; 54His help he has
given to Israel, his servant, so that hemight keep inmind hismercy to Abrahamand his
seed for ever, 55As he gave his word to our fathers. 56AndMary was with her for about
threemonths and then went back to her house. 57Now it was time for Elisabeth to give
birth, and she had a son. 58And it came to the ears of her neighbours and relations that
the Lord had been very good to her, and they took part in her joy. 59And on the eighth
day they came to see to the circumcision of the child, and they would have given him
the name of Zacharias, his father's name; 60But his mother made answer and said, No,
his name is John. 61And they said, Not one of your relations has that name. 62And they
made signs to his father, to say what name was to be given to him. 63 And he sent for
writing materials and put down: His name is John; and they were all surprised. 64And
straight away his mouth was open and his tongue was free and he gave praise to God.
65And fear came on all those who were living round about them: and there was much
talk about all these things in all the hill-country of Judaea. 66And all who had word of
them kept them in their minds and said, What will this child be? For the hand of the
Lordwaswith him. 67And his father, Zacharias, was full of the Holy Spirit, andwith the
voice of a prophet said thesewords: 68Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, for he has
come to his people and made them free, 69 Lifting up a horn of salvation for us in the
house of his servant David, 70 (As he said, by the mouth of his holy prophets, from the
earliest times,) 71Salvation from those who are against us, and from the hands of those
who have hate for us; 72To do acts of mercy to our fathers and to keep in mind his holy
word, 73 The oath which he made to Abraham, our father, 74 That we, being made free
from the fear of those who are against us, might give him worship, 75 In righteousness
and holy living before him all our days. 76And you, child, will be named the prophet of
theMost High: youwill go before the face of the Lord, tomake ready hisways; 77To give
knowledge of salvation to his people, through the forgiveness of sins, 78Because of the
loving mercies of our God, by which the dawn from heaven has come to us, 79 To give
light to those in dark places, and in the shade of death, so that our feet may be guided
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into thewayofpeace. 80And the childbecame tall, and strong in spirit; andhewas living
in the waste land till the day when he came before the eyes of Israel.

2
1Now it came about in those days that an order went out from Caesar Augustus that

therewas to be a numbering of all theworld. 2Thiswas the first numbering, whichwas
madewhenQuiriniuswas ruler of Syria. 3And allmenwent to be numbered, everyone
to his town. 4And Josephwent up fromGalilee, out of the townofNazareth, into Judaea,
to Beth-lehem, the town of David, because he was of the house and family of David,
5 To be put on the list with Mary, his future wife, who was about to become a mother.
6Andwhile they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7And she had her first
son; and folding him in linen, she put him to rest in the place where the cattle had their
food, because therewas no room for them in the house. 8And in the same country there
were keepers of sheep in the fields, watching over their flock by night. 9And an angel
of the Lord came to them, and the glory of the Lordwas shining round about them: and
fear came on them. 10And the angel said, Have no fear; for truly, I give you good news
of great joy which will be for all the people: 11 For on this day, in the town of David, a
Saviour has come to birth, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this is the sign to you: youwill
see a young child folded in linen, in the place where the cattle have their food. 13And
suddenly there was with the angel a great band of spirits from heaven, giving praise
to God, and saying, 14Glory to God in the highest, and on the earth peace among men
with whom he is well pleased. 15And when the angels had gone away from them into
heaven, the keepers of the sheep said to one another, Let us go now to Beth-lehem, and
see this thing which has come about, which the Lord has made clear to us. 16And they
came quickly, and sawMary and Joseph, and the child in the placewhere the cattle had
their food. 17Andwhen they saw it, they gave them an account of the things which had
been said to them about the child. 18 And all those to whose ears it came were full of
wonder at the things said by the keepers of the sheep. 19But Mary kept all these words
in her heart, and gave much thought to them. 20 Then the keepers of the sheep went
back, giving glory and praise to God for all the things which had come to their ears and
which they had seen, as it had been said to them. 21Andwhen, after eight days, the time
came for his circumcision, he was named Jesus, the namewhich the angel had given to
him before his birth. 22Andwhen the necessary days formaking them clean by the law
of Moses had come to an end, they took him to Jerusalem to give him to the Lord 23 (As
it says in the law of the Lord, Every mother's first male child is to be holy to the Lord),
24And to make an offering, as it is ordered in the law of the Lord, of two doves or other
young birds. 25And there was then in Jerusalem a man whose name was Simeon; and
hewas an uprightman, fearing God andwaiting for the comfort of Israel: and the Holy
Spirit was on him. 26And he had knowledge, through the Holy Spirit, that he would not
see death till he had seen the Lord's Christ. 27 And full of the Spirit he came into the
Temple; and when the father and mother came in with the child Jesus, to do with him
what was ordered by the law, 28 Then he took him in his arms and gave praise to God
and said, 29Nowyouare letting your servant go inpeace, OLord, as youhave said; 30For
my eyes have seen your salvation, 31Which you have made ready before the face of all
nations; 32A light of revelation to theGentiles, and thegloryof yourpeople Israel. 33And
his father and mother were full of wonder at the things which were said about him.
34And Simeon gave them his blessing and said to Mary, his mother, See, this child will
be the cause of the downfall and the lifting up of great numbers of people in Israel, and
hewill be a sign against which hardwords will be said; 35 (And a swordwill go through
your heart;) so that the secret thoughts ofmenmay come to light. 36And therewas one,
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Anna, a woman prophet, the daughter of Phanuel, of the family of Asher (she was very
old, andafter sevenyears ofmarried life 37Shehadbeenawidow for eighty-four years);
she was in the Temple at all times, worshipping with prayers and going without food,
night and day. 38And coming up at that time, she gave praise to God, talking of him to
all those who were waiting for the freeing of Jerusalem. 39 And when they had done
all the things which were ordered by the law of the Lord, they went back to Galilee,
to Nazareth, the town where they were living. 40And the child became tall and strong
and full of wisdom, and the grace of God was on him. 41And every year his father and
motherwent to Jerusalem at the feast of the Passover. 42Andwhen hewas twelve years
old, they went up, as their waywas, to the feast; 43Andwhen the days of the feast came
to an end and theywere going back, the boy Jesuswas still in Jerusalem, but they hadno
knowledge of it: 44And in the belief that hewaswith some of their number, theywent a
day's journey; andafter looking forhimamong their relationsand friends, 45Andseeing
that hewas not there, theywent back to Jerusalem, tomake search for him. 46And after
three days they came across him in the Temple, seated among the wise men, giving ear
to their words and putting questions to them. 47And all to whose ears it camewere full
of wonder at his knowledge and the answerswhich he gave. 48Andwhen they saw him
theywere surprised, andhismother said tohim, Son,whyhave youdone this to us? see,
your father and I have been looking for you with sorrow. 49And he said to them, Why
were you looking for me? was it not clear to you that my right place was inmy Father's
house? 50And his words seemed strange to them. 51And he went down with them and
came to Nazareth; and did as he was ordered: and his mother kept all these words in
her heart. 52And Jesus was increasing in wisdom and in years, and in grace before God
andmen.

3
1Now in the fifteenth year of the rule of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being ruler

of Judaea, and Herod being king of Galilee, his brother Philip king of the country of
IturaeaandTrachonitis, andLysaniaskingofAbilene, 2WhenAnnasandCaiaphaswere
high priests, the word of the Lord came to John, the son of Zacharias, in the waste land.
3And he came into all the country round about Jordan, preaching baptism as a sign of
forgiveness of sin for those whose hearts were changed. 4As it says in the book of the
words of Isaiah the prophet, The voice of one crying in the waste land, Make ready the
way of the Lord, make his roads straight. 5 Every valley will be lifted up, and all the
mountains and hills made low, and the twisted will be made straight, and the rough
ways smooth; 6And all fleshwill see the salvation of God. 7So he said to the people who
went out to him for baptism: You offspring of snakes, at whose word are you going in
flight from the wrath to come? 8Make clear by your acts that your hearts have been
changed; and do not say to yourselves, We have Abraham for our father: for I say to
you that God is able from these stones to make children of Abraham. 9And even now
the axe is put to the root of the trees; and every treewhich does not have good fruit will
be cut down and put into the fire. 10And the people put questions to him, saying, What
have we to do? 11And hemade answer and said to them, Hewho has two coats, let him
give tohimwhohasnot evenone; andhewhohas food, let himdo the same. 12Then tax-
farmers came to him for baptismand said to him,Master, what havewe to do? 13Andhe
said to them, Do not make an attempt to get moremoney than the right amount. 14And
men of the army put questions to him, saying, And what have we to do? And he said
to them, Do no violent acts to any man, and do not take anything without right, and let
your payment be enough for you. 15 And while the people were waiting, and all men
were questioning in their hearts about John, if he was the Christ or not, 16 John made
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answer, saying to them all, Truly, I give you baptismwith water, but one is coming who
is greater than I, whose shoes I am not good enough to undo: he will give you baptism
with the Holy Spirit, and with fire: 17 In whose hand is the instrument with which he
will make clean his grain; he will put the good grain in his store, but the waste will be
burned in the fire which will never be put out. 18 And so comforting them with these
and other words, he gave the good news to the people; 19 But Herod the king, because
Johnhadmadeaprotest onaccountofHerodias, his brother'swife, andother evil things
which Herod had done, 20Did thismost evil thing of all, and had John shut up in prison.
21Nowit cameabout thatwhenall thepeoplehadbeengivenbaptism, Jesus, havinghad
baptismwith them,was inprayer,when, theheavenbeing open, 22TheHoly Spirit came
down in the form of a dove, and a voice came from heaven, saying, You are my dearly
loved Son,withwhom I amwell pleased. 23And Jesus at this timewas about thirty years
old, being the son (as it seemed) of Joseph, the son of Heli, 24The son ofMatthat, the son
of Levi, the son of Melchi, the son of Jannai, the son of Joseph, 25The son of Mattathias,
the sonofAmos, the sonofNahum, the sonof Esli, the sonofNaggai, 26The sonofMaath,
the son of Mattathias, the son of Semein, the son of Josech, the son of Joda, 27The son of
Joanan, the son of Rhesa, the son of Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, the son of Neri,
28 The son of Melchi, the son of Addi, the son of Cosam, the son of Elmadam, the son of
Er, 29The son of Jesus, the son of Eliezer, the son of Jorim, the son of Matthat, the son of
Levi, 30The son of Symeon, the son of Judas, the son of Joseph, the son of Jonam, the son
of Eliakim, 31The sonofMelea, the sonofMenna, the sonofMattatha, the sonofNathan,
the son of David, 32The son of Jesse, the son of Obed, the son of Boaz, the son of Salmon,
the son of Nahshon, 33 The son of Amminadab, the son of Arni, the son of Hezron, the
son of Perez, the son of Judah, 34The son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son of Abraham,
the son of Terah, the son of Nahor, 35 The son of Serug, the son of Reu, the son of Peleg,
the son of Eber, the son of Shelah, 36The son of Cainan, the son of Arphaxad, the son of
Shem, the son of Noah, the son of Lamech, 37 The son of Methuselah, the son of Enoch,
the son of Jared, the son of Mahalaleel, the son of Cainan, 38The son of Enos, the son of
Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God.

4
1 And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, came back from the Jordan, and was guided by

the Spirit in the waste land 2 For forty days, being tested by the Evil One. And he had
no food in those days; and when they came to an end, he was in need of food. 3 And
the Evil One said to him, If you are the Son of God, give orders to this stone to become
bread. 4And Jesus made answer to him, It has been said in the Writings, Bread is not
man's only need. 5And he took him up and let him see all the kingdoms of the earth in
a minute of time. 6And the Evil One said, I will give you authority over all these, and
the glory of them, for it has been given to me, and I give it to anyone at my pleasure.
7 If then you will give worship to me, it will all be yours. 8And Jesus in answer said to
him, It has been said in the Writings, Give worship to the Lord your God, and be his
servant only. 9 And he took him to Jerusalem and put him on the highest point of the
Temple and said to him, If you are the Son of God, let yourself go down from here; for
it is said in the Writings, 10He will give his angels orders to take care of you: 11 And,
In their hands they will keep you up, so that your foot may not be crushed against a
stone. 12And Jesusmade answer and said to him, It is said in theWritings, Youmay not
put the Lord your God to the test. 13And when all these tests were ended the Evil One
went away from him for a time. 14And Jesus came back to Galilee in the power of the
Spirit, and the news of him went through all the country round about. 15And he was
teaching in their Synagogues and all men gave him praise. 16And he came to Nazareth,
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where he had been as a child, and he went, as his way was, into the Synagogue on the
Sabbath, and got up to give a reading. 17And the book of the prophet Isaiah was given
to him and, opening the book, he came on the place where it is said, 18The Spirit of the
Lord is on me, because I am marked out by him to give good news to the poor; he has
sentme tomakewell thosewho are broken-hearted; to say that the prisonerswill be let
go, and the blind will see, and to make the wounded free from their chains, 19 To give
knowledge that the year of theLord's goodpleasure is come. 20And shutting thebookhe
gave it back to the servant and took his seat: and the eyes of all in the Synagogue were
fixed on him. 21 Then he said to them, Today this word has come true in your hearing.
22And theywereall givingwitness,withwonder, to thewordsof gracewhich came from
his mouth: and they said, Is not this the son of Joseph? 23And he said to them, Without
doubt you will say to me, Let the medical man make himself well: the things which to
our knowledge were done at Capernaum, do them here in your country. 24And he said
to them, Truly I say to you, No prophet is honoured in his country. 25Truly I say to you,
There were a number of widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heaven was
shut up for three years and six months and there was no food in the land; 26But Elijah
was not sent to one of them, but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman
who was a widow. 27And there were a number of lepers in Israel in the time of Elisha
the prophet, and not one of themwas made clean, but only Naaman the Syrian. 28And
all who were in the Synagogue were very angry when these things were said to them.
29And they got up and took him out of the town to the edge of the mountain on which
their townwas, so that theymight send him down to his death. 30But he came through
them and went on his way. 31And he came down to Capernaum, a town of Galilee; and
hewas giving them teaching on the Sabbath. 32And theywere surprised at his teaching,
for his word was with authority. 33And there was a man in the Synagogue who had an
unclean spirit; and he gave a loud cry and said, 34 Let us be! what have we to do with
you, Jesus of Nazareth? have you come to put an end to us? I have knowledge who you
are, the Holy One of God. 35And Jesus said to him, Be quiet, and come out of him. And
when the evil spirit had put him down on the earth in the middle of them, he came out
of him, having done him no damage. 36And wonder came on them all and they said to
one another,What are thesewords? forwith authority andpowerhe gives orders to the
evil spirits and they come out. 37And there was much talk about him in all the places
round about. 38And he got up and went out of the Synagogue and went into the house
of Simon. And Simon's wife's motherwas very ill with a burning heat; and in answer to
their prayers for her 39He went near her, and with a sharp word he gave orders to the
disease and it went away from her; and straight away she got up and took care of their
needs. 40 And at sundown all those who had anyone ill with any sort of disease, took
them to him, and he put his hands on every one of them and made them well. 41And
evil spirits came out of a number of them, crying out and saying, You are the Son of God.
But he gave them sharp orders not to say a word, because they had knowledge that he
was the Christ. 42 And when it was day, he came out and went to a waste place; and
great numbers of people came looking for him, and they came to him and would have
kept him from going away. 43 But he said to them, I have to give the good news of the
kingdom of God in other towns, because that is why I was sent. 44And he was teaching
in the Synagogues of Galilee.

5
1Now it came about that while the people came pushing to be near him, and to have

knowledge of the word of God, he was by a wide stretch of water named Gennesaret;
2Andhe saw twoboats by the edge of thewater, but the fishermenhad gone out of them
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and were washing their nets. 3And he got into one of the boats, the property of Simon,
andmade a request to him to go a littleway out from the land. Andbeing seated he gave
the people teaching from the boat. 4 And when his talk was ended, he said to Simon,
Go out into deep water, and let down your nets for fish. 5And Simon, answering, said,
Master,wewereworking all night andwe tooknothing: but at yourword Iwill let down
the nets. 6 And when they had done this, they got such a great number of fish that it
seemed as if their nets would be broken; 7And they made signs to their friends in the
other boat to come to their help. And they came, and the two boats were so full that
they were going down. 8 But Simon, when he saw it, went down at the knees of Jesus
and said, Go away fromme, O Lord, for I am a sinner. 9For hewas full of wonder and so
were all those who were with him, at the number of fish which they had taken; 10And
sowere James and John, the sons of Zebedee, whowereworkingwith Simon. And Jesus
said to Simon, Have no fear; from this time forward you will be a fisher of men. 11And
when they had got their boats to the land, they gave up everything and went after him.
12And it came about that while hewas in one of the towns, therewas a leper there: and
when he saw Jesus he went down on his face in prayer to him, saying, Lord, if it is your
pleasure, you have power tomakeme clean. 13Andhe put out his hand to him and said,
It ismypleasure; be clean. And straight awayhis diseasewent fromhim. 14Andhe gave
him orders: Say nothing to any man, but let the priest see you and give an offering so
that youmay bemade clean, as the law of Moses says, and for a witness to them. 15But
newsofhimwentoutall themore, ineverydirection, andgreatnumbersofpeople came
together to give hearing to his words and to bemadewell from their diseases. 16But he
went away by himself to a waste place for prayer. 17And it came about that on one of
these days he was teaching; and some Pharisees and teachers of the law were seated
there, who had come from every town of Galilee and Judaea and from Jerusalem; and
thepowerof theLordwaswithhim, tomake thosewhowere ill free from their diseases.
18And somemenhadwith them, on a bed, amanwhowas ill, without power ofmoving;
and they made attempts to get him in and put him before Jesus. 19And because of the
mass of people, there was no way to get him in; so they went up on the top of the house
and let him down through the roof, on his bed, into the middle in front of Jesus. 20And
seeing their faithhesaid,Man, youhave forgiveness foryour sins. 21Andthescribesand
Pharisees were having an argument, saying, Who is this, who has no respect for God?
who is able to give forgiveness for sins, but God only? 22But Jesus, who had knowledge
of their thoughts, said to them, Why are you reasoning in your hearts? 23Which is the
simpler: to say, Youhave forgiveness for your sins; or to say, Get upandgo? 24But so that
you may see that on earth the Son of man has authority for the forgiveness of sins, (he
said to themanwhowas ill,) I say to you, Get up, and take up your bed, and go into your
house. 25Andstraight awayhegotupbefore them, and tookuphisbedandwentaway to
his house giving praise toGod. 26Andwonder overcame themall, and they gave glory to
God; and they were full of fear, saying, We have seen strange things today. 27And after
these things he went out, and saw Levi, a tax-farmer, seated at the place where taxes
were taken, and said to him, Come after me. 28 And giving up his business, he got up
and went after him. 29 And Levi made a great feast for him in his house: and a great
number of tax-farmers and others were seated at table with them. 30And the Pharisees
and their scribes made protests against his disciples, saying, Why do you take food and
drink with tax-farmers and sinners? 31And Jesus, answering, said to them, Those who
are well have no need of amedical man, but those who are ill. 32 I have come, not to get
the upright, but sinners, so that they may be turned from their sins. 33And they said to
him, The disciples of John frequently go without food, andmake prayers, and so do the
disciples of the Pharisees; but your disciples take food and drink. 34And Jesus said, Are
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you able tomake the friends of the newly-marriedman gowithout foodwhenhe iswith
them? 35But the days will come when he will be taken away from them, and then they
will go without food. 36And he said to them, in a story, Noman takes a bit of cloth from
a new coat and puts it on to an old coat, for so the new coat would be damaged and the
bit from the newwould not go well with the old. 37And noman puts newwine into old
wine-skins, for fear that the skinswill be burst by the newwine, and thewine be let out,
and the skins come to destruction. 38But new wine has to be put into new wine-skins.
39Andnoman, havinghadoldwine, has anydesire fornew, forhe says, Theold is better.

6
1Now it came about that on the Sabbath hewas going through the fields of grain, and

his disciples took the heads of the grain for food, crushing them in their hands. 2 But
someof thePharisees said,Whydoyoudowhat it isnot right todoon theSabbath? 3And
Jesus said, Have you not seen in the Writings what David did when he was in need of
food, he, and thosewhowerewithhim; 4Howhewent into thehouseofGodand took for
food theholy bread,which only the priestsmay take, and gave it to thosewhowerewith
him? 5And he said, The Son of man is lord even of the Sabbath. 6And it came about, on
another Sabbath, that he went into the Synagogue and was teaching there. And a man
was there whose right hand was dead. 7And the scribes and Pharisees were watching
him to see if he would make him well on the Sabbath, so that they might be able to say
something against him. 8 But he had knowledge of their thoughts; and he said to the
man whose hand was dead, Get up and come into the middle. And he got up and came
forward. 9And Jesus said, I put the question to you, Is it right to do good on the Sabbath
or todoevil? to give life or to take it away? 10And looking roundonall of them, he said to
him, Put out yourhand. Andhedid so: andhishandwasmadewell. 11But theywere full
of wrath, and were talking together about what they might do to Jesus. 12And it came
about in those days that he went out to the mountain for prayer; and he was all night
in prayer to God. 13And the day came and, turning to his disciples, he made a selection
from among them of twelve, to whomhe gave the name of Apostles; 14Simon, to whom
he gave the name of Peter, and Andrew, his brother, and James and John and Philip and
Bartholomew 15AndMatthew and Thomas and James, the son of Alphaeus, and Simon,
who was named the Zealot, 16And Judas, the son of James, and Judas Iscariot, he who
was false tohim. 17Andhe camedownwith them to a level place, anda great bandof his
disciples, and a very great number of people from all Judaea and Jerusalem and from
the parts of Tyre and Sidon by the sea, came to give hearing to him, and to bemadewell
from their diseases; 18 And those who were troubled with unclean spirits were made
well. 19 And all the people were desiring to be touched by him, for power came from
him andmade them all well. 20And turning his eyes to his disciples he said, Happy are
youwho are poor: for the kingdomof God is yours. 21Happy are youwho are in need of
food now: for you will be made full. Happy are you who are weeping now; for you will
be glad. 22Happy are you, whenmen have hate for you, and put you away from among
them and say angrywords to you, turning away in disgust at your name, because of the
Sonofman. 23Be glad in that day, andbe liftedup for joy, for your reward inheavenwill
be great: for their fathers did these same things to the prophets. 24But unhappy are you
whohavewealth: for youhavebeen comfortednow. 25Unhappy are youwhoare full of
food now: for youwill be in need. Unhappy are youwho are laughing now: for youwill
be crying in sorrow. 26Unhappy are you when all men give you their approval: for so
their fathers did to the false prophets. 27But I say to you who give ear to me, Have love
for thosewhoareagainst you, do good to thosewhohavehate for you, 28Giveblessing to
those who give you curses, say prayers for those who are cruel to you. 29 If a man gives
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you a blow on one side of your face, then let the other side be turned to him; from him
who takes away your coat, do not keep back your robe. 30Give to everyone who comes
with a request, and if a man takes away your property, make no attempt to get it back
again. 31Do to others as you would have them do to you. 32 If you have love for those
whohave love for you,what credit is it to you? for even sinners have love for thosewho
have love for them. 33And if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is it
to you? for even sinners do the same. 34And if you let those have the use of yourmoney,
from whom you are hoping to get it back, what credit is it to you? even sinners do so
to sinners, hoping to get back as much as they gave. 35 But be loving to those who are
against you and do themgood, and give themyourmoney, not giving up hope, and your
rewardwill be great and youwill be the sons of theMostHigh: for he is kind to evilmen,
and to those who have hard hearts. 36Be full of pity, even as your Father is full of pity.
37Be not judges of others, and youwill not be judged: do not give punishment to others,
and you will not get punishment yourselves: make others free, and you will be made
free: 38Give, and it will be given to you; goodmeasure, crushed down, full and running
over, they will give to you. For in the same measure as you give, it will be given to you
again. 39And he gave them teaching in the form of a story, saying, Is it possible for one
blind man to be guide to another? will they not go falling together into a hole? 40 The
disciple is not greater than hismaster, but everyonewhose learning is complete will be
like his master. 41And why do you take note of the grain of dust in your brother's eye,
but take no note of the bit of wood which is in your eye? 42How will you say to your
brother, Brother, let me take the grain of dust out of your eye, when you yourself do not
see the bit of wood in your eye? O false one! first take the wood out of your eye and
then you will see clearly to take the dust out of your brother's eye. 43 For no good tree
gives bad fruit, and no bad tree gives good fruit. 44 For every tree is judged by its fruit.
Men do not get figs from thorns, or grapes fromblackberry plants. 45The goodman, out
of the good store of his heart, gives good things; and the evil man, out of his evil store,
gives evil: for out of the full store of the heart come the words of the mouth. 46Why do
you say tome, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say? 47Everyonewho comes to
me and gives ear to my words and does them, I will make clear to you what he is like:
48He is like aman building a house, whowent deep and put the base of it on a rock; and
when thewater cameupand the riverwasdriving against that house, itwasnotmoved,
because the buildingwas good. 49But hewho gives hearing,without doing, is like aman
building a house on the earthwithout a base for it; andwhen the force of the river came
against it, straight away it came down; and the destruction of that house was great.

7
1After he had come to the end of all his words in the hearing of the people, he went

into Capernaum. 2And a certain captain had a servant who was very dear to him; this
servant was ill and near to death. 3And when news of Jesus came to his ears, he sent
to him rulers of the Jews, requesting that he would come and make his servant well.
4 And they, when they came to Jesus, made their request warmly, saying, 5 It is right
for you to do this for him, because he is a friend to our nation, and himself has put up
a Synagogue for us. 6 And Jesus went with them. And when he was not far from the
house, the man sent friends to him, saying, Lord, do not give yourself trouble: for I am
not important enough for you to come into my house: 7And I had the feeling that I was
not evengoodenough tocome toyou: but say thewordonly, andmyservantwill bewell.
8 For I, myself, am a man under authority, having men under me; and I say to this one,
Go, and he goes; and to another, Come, and he comes; and tomy servant, Do this, and he
does it. 9Andwhen these thingswere said to Jesus, hewas surprised, and, turning to the
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mass of people coming after him, said, I have not seen such great faith, no, not in Israel.
10Andwhen thosewhowere sent came back to the house they saw that the servantwas
well. 11And it cameabout, after a little time, that hewent to a townnamedNain; andhis
disciples went with him, and a great number of people. 12Nowwhen he came near the
door of the town, a deadmanwas being taken out, the only son of his mother, who was
a widow: and a great number of people from the town were with her. 13And when the
Lord sawher, hehadpity onher and said toher, Benot sad. 14Andhe camenear, andput
his handon the stretcherwhere the deadmanwas: and thosewhoweremoving it came
to a stop. And he said, Youngman, I say to you, Get up. 15And the deadman got up, and
words came from his lips. And he gave him to his mother. 16And fear came on all, and
theygavepraise toGod, saying, Agreatprophet is amongus: and, Godhas given thought
to his people. 17And this story about himwent through all Judaea and the places round
about. 18And the disciples of John gave him an account of all these things. 19Then John
sent twoof his disciples to theLord, saying, Are youhewho is to come, or arewewaiting
for another? 20Andwhen themen came to him they said, John the Baptist has sent us to
you, saying, Are youhewho is to come, or arewewaiting for another? 21At that time, he
made a number of people free from their diseases and their pains, and fromevil spirits;
and to otherswhowere blind he gave back the use of their eyes. 22And answering them
he said, Gobackandgivenews to Johnofwhat youhave seen, and the thingswhichhave
come to your ears; the blind now see, thosewho had no power in their legs arewalking,
lepers are made clean, those who had no hearing now have their ears open, dead men
come to life again, and the poor have the goodnews given to them. 23Andablessingwill
be on him who has no doubts about me. 24And when the men who were sent by John
had gone away, he said to the people, about John, What did you go out into the waste
land to see? a tall stemmoving in the wind? 25But what did you go out to see? aman in
soft clothing? Seenow, thosewhohavebeautiful clothing anddelicate food are in kings'
houses. 26But what did you go out to see? a prophet? Yes, I say to you, and more than
a prophet. 27 This is he of whom it has been said, See, I send my servant before your
face, who will make ready your way before you. 28 I say to you, Among all the sons of
women, not one is greater than John: buthewho is least in thekingdomofGod is greater
than he. 29 (And all the people, and the tax-farmers, to whom John had given baptism,
when they had knowledge of these things, gave glory to God. 30 But the Pharisees and
the teachers of the lawwere against the purpose of God for themselves, not having had
his baptism.) 31What comparison am I tomake of themen of this generation? what are
they like? 32They are like childrenwhoare seated in themarket-place, crying out to one
another, and saying,Wemademusic for you, but you did not take part in the dance; we
gave cries of sorrow, but you were not sad. 33For John the Baptist came, taking no food
ordrink, andyou say, Hehas an evil spirit. 34The Sonofman came feasting, andyou say,
Here is a lover of food and wine, a friend of tax-farmers and sinners. 35But wisdom is
judged to be right by all her children. 36Andone of the Phariseesmade a request that he
would take ameal with him. And hewent into the Pharisee's house and took his seat at
the table. 37And there was a woman in the town who was a sinner; and when she had
news that he was a guest in the Pharisee's house, she took a bottle of perfume, 38And
went in and took her place at the back of him, near his feet, weeping, so that his feet
were washed with the drops from her eyes, and with her hair she made them dry, and
kissing his feet she put the perfume on them. 39Nowwhen the Pharisee inwhose house
he was saw it, he said to himself, This man, if he was a prophet, would be conscious
what sort of woman this is who has put her hands on him, that she is a sinner. 40And
Jesus, answering, said, Simon, I have something to say to you. And he said, Master, say
on. 41Andhe said, Twomenwere in debt to a certainmanof business: one had a debt of
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five hundred pence, and the other of fifty. 42When theywere unable tomake payment,
he made the two of them free of their debts. Which of them, now, will have the greater
love for him? 43 Simon, in answer, said, It seems he whose debt was greater. And he
said, Your decision is right. 44And turning to the woman he said to Simon, You see this
woman? I came intoyourhouse; youdidnot givemewater formy feet: but shehasbeen
washingmy feetwith the drops fromher eyes, anddrying themwith her hair. 45Youdid
not give me a kiss: but she, from the time when I came in, has gone on kissing my feet.
46 You put no oil on my head: but she has put perfume on my feet. 47 And so I say to
you, She will have forgiveness for her sins which are great in number, because of her
great love: but he who has small need of forgiveness gives little love. 48And he said to
her, You have forgiveness for your sins. 49And thosewhowere seated at table with him
said to themselves,Who is this who even gives forgiveness of sins? 50And he said to the
woman, By your faith you have salvation; go in peace.

8
1 And it came about, after a short time, that he went through town and country

giving the good news of the kingdom of God, and with him were the twelve, 2 And
certain women who had been made free from evil spirits and diseases, Mary named
Magdalene, fromwhomseven evil spirits had gone out, 3And Joanna, thewife of Chuza,
Herod's chief house-servant, and Susanna and a number of others, who gave him of
their wealth for his needs. 4 And when a great number of people came together, and
men from every town went out to him, he gave them teaching in the form of a story:
5A man went out to put in seed, and while he was doing it, some was dropped by the
wayside and it was crushed under foot, and was taken by the birds of heaven. 6 And
somewent on the rock, and when it came up it became dry and dead because it had no
water. 7 And some went among thorns, and the thorns came up with it and it had no
room for growth. 8And some falling on good earth, came up and gave fruit a hundred
times as much. And with these words he said in a loud voice, He who has ears, let him
give ear. 9And his disciples put questions to him about the point of the story. 10And he
said, To you is given knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of God; but to the others,
they are given in stories, so that seeing, theymay not see, and though they give hearing,
the sense will not be clear to them. 11Now this is the point of the story: The seed is the
word ofGod. 12Those by the side of the road are thosewhohave givenhearing; then the
Evil One comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not have
faith and get salvation. 13And those on the rock are those who with joy give hearing to
the word; but having no root, they have faith for a time, and when the test comes they
give up. 14And those whichwent among thorns are those who have given hearing, and
go on their way, but they are overcome by cares and wealth and the pleasures of life,
and they give no fruit. 15And those in the good earth are those who, having given ear
to the word, keep it with a good and true heart, and in quiet strength give fruit. 16No
man, when the light is lighted, puts a cover over it, or puts it under a bed, but he puts
it on its table, so that those who come in may see the light. 17 For nothing is put out of
view which will not be made clear, and nothing is secret of which the knowledge will
not come to light. 18So take care howyou give hearing, for to himwhohaswill be given,
and fromhimwho has not will be taken evenwhat he seems to have. 19And hismother
and his brothers came to him, and they were not able to get near him because of the
great number of people. 20And someone said to him, Your mother and your brothers
are outside desiring to see you. 21 But he said to them in answer, My mother and my
brothers are those who have knowledge of the word of God and do it. 22Now it came
about on one of those days that he got into a boatwith his disciples; and he said to them,
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Let us go over to the other side of thewater: and they put out the boat. 23Butwhile they
were sailing he went to sleep: and a storm of wind came down on the sea, and the boat
became full of water and they were in danger. 24Then they came to him and, awaking
him out of his sleep, said, Master, Master, destruction is near. And he, when he was
awake, gave orders to the wind and the rolling waves, and the storm came to an end,
and all was calm. 25 And he said to them, Where is your faith? And fear and wonder
overcame them, and they said to one another, Who then is this, who gives orders even
to the winds and the water and they do what he says? 26And they came to the country
of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. 27Andwhen he had come to the land, there
came to him a certain man from the town who had evil spirits; and for a long time he
hadhadno clothing on, andwas not living in a house but in the place of the dead. 28And
when he saw Jesus, he gave a loud cry and went down on the earth before him and in
a loud voice said, What have I to do with you, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? Do not
be cruel to me. 29 For he gave an order to the evil spirit to come out of the man. For
frequently itwould takeagripofhim: andhewaskeptunder control, andprisonedwith
chains; but parting the chains in two, he would be sent by the driving of the evil spirit
into waste places. 30 And Jesus said to him, What is your name? And he said, Legion;
for a number of spirits had gone into him. 31And they made a request to him that he
would not give them an order to go away into the deep. 32Now there was a great herd
of pigs in that place, getting food on the mountain: and the evil spirits made a request
to him that he would let them go into the pigs, and he let them. 33And the evil spirits
came out of the man and went into the pigs: and the herd went rushing down a sharp
slope into the water and came to destruction. 34 And when the men who took care of
them sawwhat had come about, they went quickly and gave news of it in the town and
the country. 35And they went out to see what had taken place, and they came to Jesus
and saw themanout ofwhom the evil spirits had gone, seated, clothed andwith full use
of his senses, at the feet of Jesus; and fear came on them. 36And those who had seen it
gave theman account of how themanwhohad the evil spiritswasmadewell. 37And all
the people of the country of theGerasenesmade a request to him to go away from them;
for they were in great fear: and he got into a boat and went back. 38But the man from
whom the evil spirits had gone out had a great desire to be with him, but he sent him
away, saying, 39 Go back to your house and let them have news of all the great things
which God has done for you. And he went away, giving word through all the town of
the great thingswhich Jesus had done for him. 40Andwhen Jesuswent back, the people
were glad to seehim, for theywereallwaiting forhim. 41Then there cameamannamed
Jairus,whowasa ruler in the Synagogue: andhewentdownat the feet of Jesus, desiring
him to come to his house; 42 For he had an only daughter, about twelve years old, and
shewas near to death. But while hewas on his way, the peoplewere pushing to be near
him. 43And a woman, who had had a flow of blood for twelve years, and had given all
her money to medical men, and not one of them was able to make her well, 44 Came
after him and put her hand on the edge of his robe, and straight away the flowing of her
bloodwas stopped. 45And Jesus said, Whowas touchingme? Andwhen they all said, It
is not I, Peter and those who were with him said, Master, the people are pushing round
you on every side. 46 But Jesus said, Someone was touching me, for I had the feeling
that power had gone out from me. 47And when the woman saw that she was not able
to keep it secret, she came, shaking with fear, and falling down before him she made
clear before all the people the reason for her touching him, and how shewasmadewell
straight away. 48Andhe said to her, Daughter, your faith hasmade youwell; go in peace.
49Whilehewas still talking, someonecamefromthehouseof therulerof theSynagogue,
saying, Your daughter is dead; do not go on troubling the Master. 50 But Jesus at these
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words said to him,Haveno fear, only have faith, and shewill bemadewell. 51Andwhen
he came to the house he did not let anyman go inwith him, but only Peter and John and
James, and the father of the girl andhermother. 52Andall the peoplewereweeping and
crying for her; but he said, Do not be sad, for she is not dead, but sleeping. 53And they
were laughing at him, being certain that she was dead. 54But he, taking her hand, said
to her, My child, get up. 55And her spirit came back to her and she got up straight away:
and he gave orders that food was to be given to her. 56And her father andmother were
full of wonder, but he gave orders to them to say nothing about it to anyone.

9
1 And getting the twelve together, he gave them power and authority over all evil

spirits and over diseases, to make them well. 2 And he sent them out to be preachers
of the kingdom of God, and tomakewell thosewhowere ill. 3And he said to them, Take
nothing for your journey, no stick or bag or bread or money, and do not take two coats.
4And if you go into a house, let that house be your resting-place till you go away. 5And if
any people will not take you in, when you go away from that town, put off its dust from
your feet for a witness against them. 6And they went away, journeying through all the
towns, preaching the good news and making people free from diseases in all places.
7NowHerod the king had news of all these things: and he was in doubt, because it was
said by some people that John had come back from the dead; 8And by some, that Elijah
had come; andbyothers, that one of the old prophets had comeback to life. 9AndHerod
said, I put John to death: but who is this, of whom such stories are given to me? And he
had a desire to see him. 10And the twelve, when they came back, gave him an account
of what they had done. And he took themwith him andwent away from the people to a
townnamedBeth-saida. 11But thepeople, gettingnewsof it, went after him: andhewas
pleased to see them, and gave them teaching about the kingdomofGod, andmade those
well who were in need of it. 12And the day went on; and the twelve came to him and
said, Send these people away so that theymay go into the towns and the country round
about and get resting-places and food for themselves, forwe are in awaste place. 13But
he said, Give them food yourselves. And they said, We have only five cakes of bread
and two fishes, if we do not go and get food for all these people. 14For there were about
five thousand men. And he said to his disciples, Make them be seated in groups, about
fifty to a group. 15And they did so, andmade them all be seated. 16And he took the five
cakes of bread and the two fishes and, looking up to heaven, he said words of blessing
over them, andwhen they had been broken, he gave them to the disciples to give to the
people. 17And they all took the food and had enough; and they took up of the broken
bits which were over, twelve baskets full. 18 And it came about that when he was in
prayer, by himself, and the disciples were with him, he put a question to them, saying,
Who do the people say I am? 19And they, answering, said, John the Baptist; but others
say Elijah; and others, that one of the old prophets has come back. 20And he said, But
who do you say that I am? And Peter, answering, said, The Christ of God. 21But he gave
them special orders, not to say this to any man; 22 Saying, The Son of man will undergo
much and be put on one side by the rulers and the chief priests and the teachers of the
law, and be put to death, and on the third day he will come back to life. 23And he said
to them all, If any man has a desire to come after me, let him give up all, and take up
his cross every day, and come after me. 24For whoever has a desire to keep his life will
have it taken from him, but whoever gives up his life because of me, will keep it. 25For
what profit will a man have if he gets all the world, but undergoes loss or destruction
himself? 26 For if any man has a feeling of shame because of me or of my words, the
Son ofmanwill have shame because of himwhen he comes in his glory and the glory of
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the Father and of the holy angels. 27But truly I say to you, Some of those who are here
nowwill have no taste of death till they see the kingdomof God. 28And about eight days
after he had said these things, he took Peter and John and James with him andwent up
into the mountain for prayer. 29And while he was in prayer, his face was changed and
his clothing becamewhite and shining. 30And twomen,Moses and Elijah, were talking
with him; 31Who were seen in glory and were talking of his death which was about to
takeplace in Jerusalem. 32NowPeterand thosewhowerewithhimwereovercomewith
sleep: but when they were fully awake, they saw his glory and the two men who were
withhim. 33Andwhen theywere about to go away fromhim, Peter said to Jesus,Master,
it is good for us to be here; let us make three tents, one for you and one for Moses and
one for Elijah: having no knowledge of what he was saying. 34And while he said these
things, the shade of a cloud came over them, and theywere full of fear when theywent
into the cloud. 35And there was a voice from the cloud saying, This is my Son, the man
ofmy selection; give ear to him. 36And after the voicewas gone they saw that Jesuswas
by himself. And they kept quiet, and said nothing at that time to anyone of the things
which theyhad seen. 37Andon the day after, when they camedown from themountain,
a great band of people came to him. 38And a man from among them, crying out, said,
Master, I make a request to you, give a thought tomy son, for he ismy only child: 39And
see, a spirit takes him, and suddenly he gives a cry, twisted in pain and streaming at the
lips, andwhen it goes away fromhim at last, he ismarked as from blows. 40And Imade
a request to your disciples to send it out of him, but they were not able to do it. 41And
Jesus said, O generationwithout faith and false in heart, how longwill I have to bewith
you and put up with you? let your son come here. 42And while he was coming, he was
pushed violently down and twisted by the evil spirit. But Jesus gave sharp orders to the
unclean spirit, andmade the boywell, and gave himback to his father. 43And theywere
full of wonder at the great power of God. But while they were all wondering at all the
things which he did, he said to his disciples, 44 Let these words go deep into your ears,
for the Son of man will be given up into the hands of men. 45 But this saying was not
clear to them and its sense was kept secret from them so that they were not able to see
it: and they had fear of questioning him about it. 46Now there was a discussion among
themaboutwhichof themwouldbe the greatest. 47Butwhen Jesus saw the reasoningof
their hearts, he took a small child and put himby his side, 48And said to them,Whoever
gives honour to this child in my name, gives honour to me: and whoever gives honour
to me, gives honour to him who sent me: for whoever is least among you all, that man
is great. 49And John, answering, said, Master, we saw a man driving out evil spirits in
your name, and we did not let him do it, because he was not one of us. 50But Jesus said
to him, Let him do it, for he who is not against you is for you. 51And it came about that
when the dayswere near for him to be taken up, his facewas turned to go to Jerusalem,
52And he sentmen before: and they came to a small town of Samaria tomake ready for
him. 53But they would not have him there, because he was clearly going to Jerusalem.
54And when his disciples, James and John, saw this, they said, Lord, may we send fire
fromheavenandput an end to them? 55But turning roundhe said sharpwords to them.
56And they went to another small town. 57And when they were on the way, a certain
man said to him, I will come after you wherever you go. 58And Jesus said to him, Foxes
have holes and the birds of the air have resting-places, but the Son ofman has nowhere
to put his head. 59And he said to another, Come after me. But he said, Lord, let me first
go and give the last honours tomy father. 60But he said to him, Let the dead take care of
their dead; it is for you to go and give news of the kingdom of God. 61And another man
said, I will come with you, Lord, but first let me say a last good-day to those who are
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at my house. 62But Jesus said, No man, having put his hand to the plough and looking
back, is good enough for the kingdom of God.

10
1 Now after these things, the Lord made selection of seventy others and sent them

before him, two together, into every town and place where he himself was about to
come. 2 And he said to them, There is much grain ready to be cut, but not enough
workers: so make prayer to the Lord of the grain-fields that he will send workers to
get in the grain. 3Go on your way: see, I send you out like lambs among wolves. 4Take
no bag for money or for food, and no shoes; say no word to any man on the way. 5And
whenever you go into a house, first say, Peace be to this house. 6And if a son of peace
is there, your peace will be with him: but if not, it will come back to you again. 7And
keep in that same house, taking what food and drink they give you: for the worker has
a right to his reward. Do not go from house to house. 8And into whatever town you go,
if they take you in, take whatever food is given to you: 9Andmake well those in it who
are ill and say to them, The kingdom of God is near to you. 10But if you go into a town
where theywill not have you, go out into the streets of it and say, 11Even thedust of your
town,which is on our feet, weput offas awitness against you; but be certain of this, that
the kingdom of God is near. 12 I say to you, It will be better in that day for Sodom than
for that town. 13A curse is on you, Chorazin! A curse is on you, Beth-saida! For if such
works of power had been done in Tyre and Sidon as have been done in you, theywould
have been turned from their sins, in days gone by, seated in the dust. 14 But it will be
better for Tyre and Sidon, in the day of judging, than for you. 15And you, Capernaum,
were you not lifted up to heaven? youwill go down to hell. 16Whoever gives ear to you,
gives ear tome; andwhoever is against you, is againstme; andwhoever is againstme, is
against himwho sentme. 17And the seventy came backwith joy, saying, Lord, even the
evil spirits are under our power in your name. 18And he said, I waswatching for Satan,
falling fromheaven like a star. 19See, I have given you power to put your feet on snakes
and evil beasts, and over all the strength of him who is against you: and nothing will
do you damage. 20Do not be glad, however, because you have power over spirits, but
because your names are recorded in heaven. 21 In that same hour he was full of joy in
theHoly Spirit and said, I givepraise to you, OFather, Lordof heavenandearth, because
youhavekept these things secret from thewise and themenof learning, andhavemade
them clear to little children: for so, O Father, it was pleasing in your eyes. 22All things
have been given to me by my Father: and no one has knowledge of the Son, but only
the Father: and of the Father, but only the Son, and he to whom the Son will make it
clear. 23And, turning to the disciples, he said privately, Happy are the eyes which see
the things you see: 24 For I say to you that numbers of prophets and kings have had a
desire to see the things which you see, and have not seen them, and to have knowledge
of the thingswhich have come to your ears, and they had it not. 25And a certain teacher
of the law got up and put him to the test, saying, Master, what have I to do so that I
may have eternal life? 26 And he said to him, What does the law say, in your reading
of it? 27And he, answering, said, Have love for the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind; and for your
neighbour as for yourself. 28And he said, You have given the right answer: do this and
youwill have life. 29But he, desiring to put himself in the right, said to Jesus, Andwho is
my neighbour? 30And Jesus, answering him, said, A certainmanwas going down from
Jerusalem to Jericho, and he got into the hands of thieves, who took his clothing and
gave him cruel blows, and when they went away, he was half dead. 31And by chance a
certain priest was going down thatway: andwhen he sawhim, hewent by on the other
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side. 32And in the same way, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, went
by on the other side. 33But a certainman of Samaria, journeying that way, camewhere
hewas, andwhen he saw him, hewasmovedwith pity for him, 34And came to him and
put clean linen round his wounds, with oil and wine; and he put him on his beast and
took him to a house and took care of him. 35And the day after he took two pennies and
gave them to the owner of the house and said, Take care of him; and if this money is
not enough, when I come again I will give you whatever more is needed. 36Which of
these three men, in your opinion, was neighbour to the man who came into the hands
of thieves? 37Andhe said, The onewhohadmercy onhim. And Jesus said, Go anddo the
same. 38Now, while they were on their way, he came to a certain town; and a woman
named Martha took him into her house. 39 And she had a sister, by name Mary, who
took her seat at the Lord's feet and gave attention to his words. 40But Martha had her
hands full of the work of the house, and she came to him and said, Lord, is it nothing
to you that my sister has let me do all the work? Say to her that she is to give me some
help. 41 But the Lord, answering, said to her, Martha, Martha, you are full of care and
troubled about such a number of things: 42Little is needed, or even one thing only: for
Mary has taken that good part, which will not be taken away from her.

11
1 And it came about that he was in prayer in a certain place, and when he came to

an end, one of his disciples said to him, Lord, will you give us teaching about prayer, as
John did to his disciples? 2And he said to them,When you say your prayers, say, Father,
may your name be kept holy and your kingdom come. 3Give us every day bread for our
needs. 4Maywehave forgiveness for our sins, aswemake free all thosewho are in debt
to us. And let us not be put to the test. 5 And he said to them, Which of you, having a
friend, would go to him in the middle of the night and say to him, Friend, let me have
three cakes of bread; 6Because a friend ofmine has come tome on a journey, and I have
nothing to put before him; 7 And he, from inside the house, would say in answer, Do
not be a trouble to me; the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; it is
not possible for me to get up and give to you? 8 I say to you, Though he will not get up
and give to him, because he is his friend, still, if he keeps onmaking his request, he will
get up and give him as much as he has need of. 9And I say to you, Make requests, and
theywill be answered; what you are searching for, youwill get; when you give the sign,
the door will be open to you. 10 For to everyone who makes a request, it will be given;
and he who is searching will get his desire; and to himwho gives the sign, the door will
be open. 11 And which of you, being a father, will give a stone to his son, who makes
request for bread? or for a fish, will give him a snake? 12Or for an egg, will give him a
scorpion? 13 If, then, youwho are evil are able to give good things to your children, how
much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who make request
to him? 14And he was sending an evil spirit out of a man who was without the power
of talking. And it came about that when the spirit had gone the man had the power of
talking; and the people were full of wonder. 15But some of them said, He sends out evil
spirits by Beelzebul, the ruler of evil spirits. 16 And others, testing him, were looking
for a sign from heaven from him. 17 But he, having knowledge of their thoughts, said
to them, Every kingdom inwhich there is division is madewaste; and a house in which
there is division comes to destruction. 18 If, then, Satan is at war with himself, howwill
he keep his kingdom? because you say that I send evil spirits out of men by the help of
Beelzebul. 19 And if I, by Beelzebul, send out evil spirits, by whose help do your sons
send them out? so let them be your judges. 20 But if I, by the finger of God, send out
evil spirits, then the kingdomof God has overtaken you. 21When the strongman armed
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keeps watch over his house, then his goods are safe: 22 But when one who is stronger
makes an attack on him and overcomes him, he takes away his instruments of war, in
which he had put his faith, and makes division of his goods. 23He who is not with me
is against me, and he who will not give me help in getting people together is driving
them away. 24 The unclean spirit, when he has gone out of a man, goes through dry
places, looking for rest; and when he does not get it, he says, I will go back to my house
fromwhich I came. 25Andwhen he comes, he sees that it has beenmade fair and clean.
26Then he goes and gets seven other spirits more evil than himself, and they go in, and
take their places there: and the last condition of thatman is worse than the first. 27And
it came about that when he said these things, a certain woman among the people said
in a loud voice, Happy is the body which gave you birth, and the breasts from which
you tookmilk. 28But he said, More happy are theywho give hearing to theword of God
and keep it. 29And when a great number of people came together to him, he said, This
generation is an evil generation: it is looking for a sign and no sign will be given to it
but the sign of Jonah. 30 For even as Jonah became a sign to the Ninevites, so will the
Son of man be to this generation. 31 The queen of the South will come up on the day
of judging and give her decision against the men of this generation: for she came from
the ends of the earth to give ear to the wisdom of Solomon; and now something greater
than Solomon is here. 32ThemenofNinevehwill comeup in the day of judging and give
their decision against this generation: for they were turned away from their sins at the
preaching of Jonah; but now something greater than Jonah is here. 33No man, when
the light has been lighted, puts it in a secret place, or under a vessel, but on its table, so
that those who come inmay see the light. 34The light of the body is the eye: when your
eye is true, all your body is full of light; but when it is evil, your body is dark. 35 So take
care that the light which is in you is not dark. 36 If, then, all your body is light, with no
part of it dark, it will be completely full of light, as when a flamewith its bright shining
gives you light. 37Now, while he was talking, a Pharisee made a request that he would
come to ameal with him; and hewent in and took his seat at themeal. 38Andwhen the
Pharisee saw it, he was surprised because he came to the meal without first washing
himself. 39And the Lord said to him, You Pharisees make the outside of the cup and the
plate clean; but inside you are thieves and full of evil. 40O you foolish ones! did not he
who made the outside in the same way make the inside? 41 But if you give to the poor
such things as you are able, then all things are clean to you. 42 But a curse is on you,
Pharisees! for youmakemen give a tenth of every sort of plant, and give no thought to
right and the love of God; but it is right for you to do these things, and not let the others
be undone. 43A curse is on you, Pharisees! for your desires are for the most important
seats in the Synagogues and for words of respect said to you in the market-place. 44A
curse is on you! for you are like the resting-places of dead men, which are not seen,
and men go walking over them without knowledge of it. 45And one of the teachers of
the law, answering, said to him, Master, in saying this, you give a bad name to us as to
them. 46 And he said, A curse is on you, teachers of the law! for while other men are
crushed under the weight of the rules you make for them, you yourselves do not put
so much as one finger to them. 47 A curse is on you! for you make resting-places for
the bodies of the prophets, but your fathers put them to death. 48 So you are witnesses
and give approval to thework of your fathers; for they put them to death and youmake
their last resting-places. 49For this reason the wisdom of God has said, I will send them
prophets and teachers, and to some of them they will give death and cruel pains; 50 So
that punishment may come on this generation for the blood of all the prophets which
was given from the earliest days; 51 From the blood of Abel to the blood of Zachariah,
who was put to death between the altar and the Temple. Yes, I say to you, It will come
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on this generation. 52A curse is on you, teachers of the law! for you have taken away
the key of knowledge: you did not go in yourselves, and you got in theway of thosewho
were going in. 53Andwhen he had come out of that place, the scribes and the Pharisees
came round him angrily, questioning him about more things; 54And watching him, for
a chance to get something from his words whichmight be used against him.

12
1At that time, when thousands of the people had come together, in such numbers that

they were crushing one another, he said first to his disciples, Have nothing to do with
the leaven of the Pharisees, which is deceit. 2But nothing is covered up, which will not
come to light, or secret, which will not be made clear. 3 So, whatever you have said in
the dark, will come tomen's hearing in the light, andwhat you have said secretly inside
the house, will bemade public from the house-tops. 4And I say to you,my friends, Have
no fear of those who may put the body to death, and are able to do no more than that.
5 But I will make clear to you of whom you are to be in fear: of him who after death
has power to send you to hell; yes, truly I say, Have fear of him. 6Are not five sparrows
given in exchange for two farthings? and God has every one of them in mind. 7 But
even the hairs of your head are numbered. Have no fear: you are of more value than
a flock of sparrows. 8And I say to you that to everyone who gives witness to me before
men, the Son of man will give witness before the angels of God. 9 But if anyone says
before men that he has no knowledge of me, I will say that I have no knowledge of him
before the angels of God. 10And if anyone says a word against the Son of man, he will
have forgiveness: but for himwho says evil words against the Holy Spirit, there will be
no forgiveness. 11And when they take you before the Synagogues and the authorities
and the rulers, take no thought about what answers youwill give, or what youwill say:
12 For the Holy Spirit will make clear to you in that very hour what to say. 13And one
of the people said to him, Master, give an order to my brother to make division of the
heritage with me. 14 But he said, Man, who made me a judge or a maker of decisions
for you? 15And he said to them, Take care to keep yourselves free from the desire for
property; for a man's life is not made up of the number of things which he has. 16And
he said to them, in a story, The land of a certain man of great wealth was very fertile:
17And he said to himself, What is to be done? for I have no place in which to put all my
fruit. 18And he said, This I will do: I will take downmy store-houses and make greater
ones, and there I will put all my grain and my goods. 19And I will say to my soul, Soul,
youhave a great amount of goods in store, enough for anumber of years; be at rest, take
food and wine and be happy. 20But God said to him, You foolish one, tonight I will take
your soul fromyou, andwho thenwill be the owner of all the thingswhich youhave got
together? 21 So that is what comes to the man who gets wealth for himself, and has not
wealth in the eyes ofGod. 22Andhe said tohis disciples, For this reason I say to you, Take
no thought for your life, about what food youwill take, or for your body, how it may be
clothed. 23 Is not life more than food, and the body than its clothing? 24Give thought to
the ravens; theydonotput seeds into theearth, or get together grain; theyhaveno store-
houses or buildings; and God gives them their food: of howmuch greater value are you
than the birds! 25Andwhich of youby taking thought is able tomakehimself any taller?
26 If, then, you are not able to do even that which is least, why are you troubled about
the rest? 27Give thought to the flowers: they do nowork, theymake no thread; and still
I say to you, Even Solomon, in all his glory, was not clothed like one of these. 28 But if
God gives such clothing to the grass in the field, which today is living, and tomorrow
will be burned in the oven, howmuchmore will he give clothing to you, Omen of little
faith? 29 And do not give overmuch thought to your food and drink, and let not your



Luke 12:30 900 Luke 13:1

mind be full of doubts. 30 For the nations of the world go in search of all these things:
but your Father has knowledge that you have need of them. 31But let your chief care be
for his kingdom, and these other thingswill be given to you in addition. 32Have no fear,
little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33Give what
property you have in exchange for money, and give the money to the poor; make for
yourselvesmoney-bagswhichwill not get old,wealth storedup inheavenwhichwill be
yours for ever,where thieveswill not comenorwormsput it todestruction. 34Forwhere
your wealth is, there will your heart be. 35Be ready, dressed as for a journey, with your
lights burning. 36And be like men who are looking for their lord, when he comes back
from the bride-feast; so that when he comes to the door, it will be open to him quickly.
37Happy are those servants who are watching when the lord comes; truly I say to you,
he will make himself their servant and, placing them at the table, he will come out and
give them food. 38 And if he comes in the second division of the night or in the third,
and they arewatching for him, happy are those servants. 39But be certain of this, that if
the master of the house had had knowledge of the time when the thief was coming, he
would have been watching, and would not have let his house be broken into. 40 So be
ready: for the Son of man is coming at a time when you are not looking for him. 41And
Peter said to him, Lord, are these words said to us only, or to all men? 42And the Lord
said, Who then is the wise and responsible servant whom his lord will put in control
of his family, to give them their food at the right time? 43Happy is that servant who,
when his lord comes, is doing so. 44 Truly I say to you, he will put him in control of all
his goods. 45But if that servant says to himself, My lord is a long time coming; and goes
about giving blows to the men-servants and the women-servants, feasting and taking
overmuch wine; 46 The lord of that servant will come at a time when he is not looking
for him, and at an hour when he is not ready for him, and he will have him cut in two
and will give him his part in the fate of those who have no faith; 47 And the servant
who had knowledge of his lord's desires andwas not ready for him and did not do as he
was ordered, will be given a great number of blows; 48But hewho, without knowledge,
did things for which punishment is given, will get only a small number of blows. The
man to whom much is given, will have to give much; if much is given into his care, of
himmore will be requested. 49 I came to send a fire on the earth, and it may even now
have been lighted. 50But there is a baptismwhich I have to undergo; and how am I kept
back till it is complete! 51 Is it your opinion that I have come to give peace on earth?
I say to you, No, but division: 52 For from this time, a family of five in one house will
be on opposite sides, three against two and two against three. 53 They will be at war,
the father against his son, and the son against his father; mother against daughter, and
daughter against mother; mother-in-law against daughter-in-law, and daughter-in-law
against mother-in-law. 54 Then he said to the people, When you see a cloud coming up
in the west, straight away you say, There will be rain; and so it is. 55And when you see
a south wind blowing, you say, There will be heat; and so it is. 56O false ones! the face
of the earth and the heaven is clear to you; how is it that the signs of these times are
not as clear to you? 57And why are you, in your hearts, unable to be judges of what is
right? 58For if anyonehas a cause at lawagainst you, and you are goingwith himbefore
the ruler, make an attempt, on the way, to come to an agreement with him, for if you do
not, he may take you before the judge and the judge will give you up to the police, and
theywill put you in prison. 59 I say to you, Youwill not come out of it till you havemade
payment to the very last farthing.

13
1Nowsomepeoplewhowere there at that time, gavehimanaccount of how theblood
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of some Galilaeans had been mixed by Pilate with their offerings. 2And he, in answer,
said to them, Are you of the opinion that these Galilaeans were worse than all other
Galilaeans, because these things were done to them? 3 I say to you, It is not so: but if
your hearts are not changed, youwill all come to the same end. 4Or those eighteenmen
whowere crushed by the fall of the tower of Siloam, were theyworse than all the other
men living in Jerusalem? 5 I say to you, It is not so: but if your hearts are not changed,
you will all come to an end in the same way. 6And he made up this story for them: A
certainman had a fig-tree in his garden, and he came to get fruit from it, and there was
no fruit. 7And he said to the gardener, See, for three years I have been looking for fruit
from this tree, and I havenot hadany: let it be cut down;why is it takingup space? 8And
he said, Lord, let it be for this year, and I will have the earth turned up round it, and put
animal waste on it, to make it fertile: 9And if, after that, it has fruit, it is well; if not, let
it be cut down. 10And he was teaching in one of the Synagogues on the Sabbath. 11And
therewasawomanwhohadhadadisease for eighteenyears; shewasbent, andwasnot
able tomake herself straight. 12Andwhen Jesus sawher, he said to her,Woman, you are
made free fromyourdisease. 13Andheput his hands onher, and shewasmade straight,
and gave praise to God. 14And the ruler of the Synagogue was angry because Jesus had
madeherwell on theSabbath, andhesaid to thepeople, Thereare sixdays inwhichmen
may dowork: so come on those days to bemadewell, and not on the Sabbath. 15But the
Lord gave him an answer and said, O you false men! do you not, every one of you, on
the Sabbath, let loose his ox and his ass and take it to thewater? 16And is it not right for
this daughter of Abraham,who has been in the power of Satan for eighteen years, to be
made free on the Sabbath? 17And when he said these things, those who were against
himwere shamed, and all the people were full of joy because of the great things which
were done by him. 18Then he said, What is the kingdom of God like? what comparison
may I make of it? 19 It is like a grain of mustard seed which a man took and put in his
garden, and it became a tree, and the birds of heaven made their resting-places in its
branches. 20 And again he said, What is the kingdom of God like? 21 It is like leaven,
whichawomanput into threemeasures ofmeal, and itwas all leavened. 22Andhewent
on his way, through towns and country places, teaching and journeying to Jerusalem.
23 And someone said to him, Lord, will only a small number have salvation? And he
said to them, 24Do your best to go in by the narrow door, for I say to you, A number will
make the attempt to go in, but will not be able to do so. 25When themaster of the house
has got up, and the door has been shut, and you, still outside, give blows on the door,
saying, Lord, let us in; he will make answer and say, I have no knowledge of where you
come from. 26Then youwill say,We have taken food and drinkwith you, and youwere
teaching inour streets. 27Buthewill say, Truly, I havenoknowledgeof youorwhereyou
come from; go away fromme, youworkers of evil. 28Therewill beweeping and cries of
sorrow when you see Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the kingdom
of God, but you yourselves are shut outside. 29 And they will come from the east and
from thewest, from the north and from the south, and take their places in the kingdom
of God. 30 And the last will be first, and the first will be last. 31 At that time, certain
Pharisees came to him and said, Go away from this place, because Herod's purpose is
to put you to death. 32And he said, Go and say to that fox, I send out evil spirits and do
works of mercy today and tomorrow, and on the third day my work will be complete.
33But I have to go on my way today and tomorrow and the third day, for it is not right
for a prophet to come to his death outside Jerusalem. 34O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, putting
to death the prophets, and stoning those who were sent to her! again and again would
I have taken your children to myself, as a bird takes her young ones under her wings,
but youwould not! 35Now see, your house iswaste, and I say to you, Youwill not seeme
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again till you say, A blessing on himwho comes in the name of the Lord.

14
1And it came about that when hewent into the house of one of the chief Pharisees on

the Sabbath, to have a meal, they were watching him. 2And a certain man was there
who had a disease. 3And Jesus, answering, said to the scribes and Pharisees, Is it right
to make people well on the Sabbath or not? 4But they said nothing. And he made him
well and sent him away. 5And he said to them, Which of you, whose ox or ass has got
into a water-hole, will not straight away get him out on the Sabbath? 6And they had no
answer to that question. 7And he gave teaching in the form of a story to the guests who
came to the feast, when he saw how they took the best seats; saying to them, 8When
you get a request to come to a feast, do not take the best seat, for amore importantman
than youmay be coming, 9And then the giver of the feast will come to you and say, Give
your place to this man; and you, with shame, will have to take the lowest seat. 10 But
when you come, go and take the lowest seat, so that when the giver of the feast comes,
he may say to you, Friend, come up higher; and then you will have honour in the eyes
of all the others who are there. 11For every manwho gives himself a high place will be
put down, but he who takes a low place will be lifted up. 12And he said to themaster of
the house, When you give a feast, do not send for your friends and your brothers and
your family or your neighbourswho havewealth, for theymay give a feast for you, and
so you will get a reward. 13But when you give a feast, send for the poor and the blind
and thosewhoarebroken inbody: 14Andyouwill have ablessing, because theywill not
be able to give you any payment, and you will get your reward when the upright come
back from the dead. 15And, hearing these words, one of those who were at table with
him said to him, Happy is themanwhowill be a guest in the kingdom of God. 16And he
said to them, A certainman gave a great feast, and sentword of it to a number of people.
17Andwhen the time had come, he sent his servants to say to them, Come, for all things
are now ready. 18And they all gave reasons why they were not able to come. The first
said to him, I have got a new field, and it is necessary for me to go and see it: I am full
of regret that I am unable to come. 19And another said, I have got some cattle, and I am
going tomake a test of them: I am full of regret that I amunable to come. 20And another
said, I have been married, and so I am not able to come. 21And the servant came back
and gave hismaster an account of these things. Then themaster of the housewas angry
and said to the servant, Go out quickly into the streets of the town and get the poor, the
blind, and those who are broken in body. 22 And the servant said, Lord, your orders
have been done, and still there is room. 23And the lord said to the servant, Go out into
the roads and the fields, and make them come in, so that my house may be full. 24 For
I say to you that not one of those who were requested to come will have a taste of my
feast. 25Now a great number of people went with him. 26And turning round, he said
to them, If any man comes to me, and has not hate for his father and mother and wife
and children and brothers and sisters, and even for his life, he may not be my disciple.
27Whoever does not take up his cross and come after memay not bemy disciple. 28For
which of you, desiring to put up a tower, does not first give much thought to the price,
if he will have enough to make it complete? 29 For fear that if he makes a start and is
not able to go on with it to the end, all who see it will be laughing at him, 30And saying,
This man made a start at building and is not able to make it complete. 31Or what king,
going to war with another king, will not first take thought if he will be strong enough,
with ten thousandmen, to keep off himwho comes against himwith twenty thousand?
32Or while the other is still a great distance away, he sends representatives requesting
conditions of peace. 33And so whoever is not ready to give up all he has may not bemy
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disciple. 34For salt is good, but if the taste goes from it, of what use is it? 35 It is no good
for the land or for the place of waste; no one has a use for it. He who has ears, let him
give ear.

15
1Nowall the tax-farmersandsinners camenear togiveear tohim. 2And thePharisees

and scribeswere angry, saying, Thisman gives approval to sinners, and takes foodwith
them. 3 And he made a story for them, saying, 4What man of you, having a hundred
sheep, if one of them gets loose and goes away, will not let the ninety-nine be in the
waste land by themselves, and go after thewandering one, till he seeswhere it is? 5And
when he has got it again, he takes it in his arms with joy. 6 And when he gets back to
his house, he sends for his neighbours and friends, saying to them, Be gladwithme, for
I have got back my sheep which had gone away. 7 I say to you that even so there will
be more joy in heaven when one sinner is turned away from his wrongdoing, than for
ninety-nine goodmen,whohavenoneedof a changeofheart. 8Orwhatwoman, having
ten bits of silver, if one bit has gone from her hands, will not get a light, and go through
her house, searching with care till she sees it? 9Andwhen she has it again, she gets her
friends and neighbours together, saying, Be glad with me, for I have got back the bit of
silver which had gone from me. 10 Even so, I say to you, There is joy among the angels
of God, when one sinner is turned away from his wrongdoing. 11And he said, A certain
man had two sons: 12And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me that
part of your property which will be mine. And he made division of his goods between
them. 13And not long after, the younger son got together everything whichwas his and
took a journey into a far-away country, and there all his money went in foolish living.
14And when everything was gone, there was no food to be had in that country, and he
was in need. 15And he went and put himself into the hands of one of the people of that
country, andhe sent him into his fields to give the pigs their food. 16And so greatwas his
need that hewould have been glad to take the pigs' food, and no one gave himanything.
17But when he came to his senses, he said, What numbers of my father's servants have
breadenough, andmore,while I amnear todeathhere throughneedof food! 18 Iwill get
up and go to my father, and will say to him, Father, I have done wrong, against heaven
and in your eyes: 19 I am no longer good enough to be named your son: make me like
one of your servants. 20 And he got up and went to his father. But while he was still
far away, his father saw him and was moved with pity for him and went quickly and
took him in his arms and gave him a kiss. 21And his son said to him, Father, I have done
wrong, against heaven and in your eyes: I amno longer good enough to be named your
son. 22 But the father said to his servants, Get out the first robe quickly, and put it on
him, and put a ring on his hand and shoes on his feet: 23And get the fat young ox and
put it to death, and let us have a feast, and be glad. 24For this, my son, whowas dead, is
living again; he had gone away fromme, and has come back. And they were full of joy.
25Now the older son was in the field: and when he came near the house, the sounds of
music and dancing came to his ears. 26And he sent for one of the servants, questioning
him about what it might be. 27 And he said to him, Your brother has come; and your
father has had the young ox put to death because he has come back safely. 28But hewas
angry andwould not go in; and his father came out andmade a request to him to come
in. 29 But he made answer and said to his father, See, all these years I have been your
servant, doing your orders in everything: and you never gave me even a young goat
so that I might have a feast with my friends: 30But when this your son came, who has
beenwasting your propertywith badwomen, youput to death the fat young ox for him.
31And he said to him, Son, you are with me at all times, and all I have is yours. 32But it
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was right to be glad and to have a feast; for this your brother, who was dead, is living
again; he had gone away and has come back.

16
1And another time he said to the disciples, There was a certain man of great wealth

who had a servant; and it was said to him that this servantwaswasting his goods. 2And
he sent for him and said,What is this which is said about you? giveme an account of all
you have done, for youwill no longer be themanager ofmy property. 3And the servant
said to himself, What am I to do now that my lord takes away my position? I have not
enough strength forworking in the fields, and Iwould be shamed if Imade requests for
money from people in the streets. 4 I have come to a decision what to do, so that when
I am put out of my position they will takeme into their houses. 5And sending for every
one who was in debt to his lord he said to the first, What is the amount of your debt
to my lord? 6And he said, A hundred measures of oil. And he said, Take your account
straight away and put down fifty. 7Then he said to another,What is the amount of your
debt? Andhe said, A hundredmeasures of grain. Andhe said to him, Take your account
and put down eighty. 8And his lord was pleased with the false servant, because he had
been wise; for the sons of this world are wiser in relation to their generation than the
sons of light. 9And I say to you, Make friends for yourselves through the wealth of this
life, so that when it comes to an end, you may be taken into the eternal resting-places.
10He who is true in a little, is true in much; he who is false in small things, is false in
great. 11 If, then, you have not been true in your use of the wealth of this life, who will
give into your care the true wealth? 12 And if you have not been true in your care of
the property of other people, who will give you that which is yours? 13 No man may
be a servant to two masters: for he will have hate for the one and love for the other;
or he will keep to the one and have no respect for the other. You may not be servants
of God and of wealth. 14 And the Pharisees, who had a great love of money, hearing
these things, were making sport of him. 15And he said, You take care to seem right in
the eyes of men, but God sees your hearts: and those things which are important in the
opinion of men, are evil in the eyes of God. 16 The law and the prophets were till John:
but then came the preaching of the kingdom of God, and everyone makes his way into
it by force. 17But heaven and earth will come to an end before the smallest letter of the
law may be dropped out. 18 Everyone who puts away his wife and takes another, is a
false husband: and he who is married to a woman whose husband has put her away,
is no true husband to her. 19 Now there was a certain man of great wealth, who was
dressed in fair clothing of purple and delicate linen, and was shining and glad every
day. 20 And a certain poor man, named Lazarus, was stretched out at his door, full of
wounds, 21 Desiring the broken bits of food which came from the table of the man of
wealth; and even the dogs came and put their tongues on his wounds. 22 And in time
the poor man came to his end, and angels took him to Abraham's breast. And the man
of wealth came to his end, and was put in the earth. 23And in hell, being in great pain,
lifting up his eyes he sawAbraham, far away, and Lazarus on his breast. 24And he gave
a cry and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me and send Lazarus, so that he may
put the end of his finger in water and put it on my tongue, for I am cruelly burning in
this flame. 25But Abraham said, Keep in mind, my son, that when you were living, you
had your good things, while Lazarus had evil things: but now, he is comforted and you
are in pain. 26And in addition, there is a deep division fixed betweenus and you, so that
those who might go from here to you are not able to do so, and no one may come from
you to us. 27And he said, Father, it is my request that you will send him to my father's
house; 28 For I have five brothers; and let him give them an account of these things, so
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that theymay not come to this place of pain. 29But Abraham said, They haveMoses and
the prophets; let themgive ear towhat they say. 30Andhe said, No, father Abraham, but
if someone went to them from the dead, their hearts would be changed. 31And he said
to him, If theywill not give attention toMoses and the prophets, theywill not bemoved
even if someone comes back from the dead.

17
1And he said to his disciples, It is necessary for causes of trouble to come about, but

unhappy is he by whom they come. 2 It would be well for him if a great stone was put
roundhis neck andhewasdropped into the sea, beforehemade trouble for anyof these
little ones. 3Give attention to yourselves: if your brother does wrong, say a sharpword
to him; and if he has sorrow for his sin, let him have forgiveness. 4And if he does you
wrong seven times in a day, and seven times comes to you and says, I have regret for
what I have done; let him have forgiveness. 5And the twelve said to the Lord, Make our
faith greater. 6And the Lord said, If your faith was only as great as a grain of mustard
seed, you might say to this tree, Be rooted up and planted in the sea; and it would be
done. 7But which of you, having a servant who is ploughing or keeping sheep, will say
tohim,whenhecomes in fromthefield, Comenowandbe seatedandhaveameal, 8Will
he not say, Get a meal for me, and make yourself ready and see to my needs till I have
hadmy food and drink; and after that youmay have yours? 9Does he give praise to the
servant because he did what was ordered? 10 In the sameway, when you have done all
the thingswhich are given you to do, say, There is no profit in us, for we have only done
what we were ordered to do. 11And it came about that when they were on the way to
Jerusalem he went through Samaria and Galilee. 12 And when he went into a certain
small town he came across ten men who were lepers, and they, keeping themselves at
a distance, 13 Said, in loud voices, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us. 14And when he saw
them he said, Go, and let the priests see you. And, while they were going, they were
made clean. 15 And one of them, when he saw that he was clean, turning back, gave
praise to God in a loud voice; 16And, falling down on his face at the feet of Jesus, he gave
the credit to him; and he was a man of Samaria. 17And Jesus said, Were there not ten
men who were made clean? where are the nine? 18Have not any of them come back
to give glory to God, but only this one from a strange land? 19And he said to him, Get
up, and go on your way; your faith has made you well. 20And when the Pharisees put
questions to him aboutwhen the kingdomof Godwould come, he gave theman answer
and said, The kingdom of God will not come through observation: 21And men will not
say, See, it is here! or, There! for the kingdom of God is among you. 22And he said to his
disciples, The timewill comewhen youwill have a great desire to see one of the days of
the Son of man, but you will not see it. 23And if they say to you, See, it is there! or, It is
here! donot goaway, or goafter them. 24Foras ina thunderstormthebright light is seen
fromoneendof the sky to theother, sowill theSonofmanbewhenhis timecomes. 25But
first, he will have to undergomuch and be put on one side by this generation. 26And as
itwas in the days ofNoah, sowill it be in the day of the Sonofman. 27Theywere feasting
and takingwives andgettingmarried, till thedayof theoverflowingof thewaters,when
Noahwent into the ark, and they all came to destruction. 28 In the sameway, in the days
of Lot; they were feasting and trading, they were planting and building; 29 But on the
day when Lot went out of Sodom, fire came down from heaven and destruction came
on them all. 30So will it be in the day of the revelation of the Son of man. 31On that day,
if anyone is on the roof of the house, and his goods are in the house, let himnot go down
to take them away; and let him who is in the field not go back to his house. 32Keep in
mindLot'swife. 33 If anyonemakes an attempt to keep his life, it will be taken fromhim,
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but if anyone gives up his life, he will keep it. 34 I say to you, In that night there will be
two men sleeping in one bed, and one will be taken away and the other let go. 35 Two
womenwill be crushing grain together; onewill be taken away and the other let go. 36 []
37And they, answering him, said,Where, Lord? And he said to them,Where the body is,
there will the eagles come together.

18
1Andhemadea story for them, the point ofwhichwas thatmenwere to go onmaking

prayerandnotget tired; 2Saying, Therewasa judge inacertain town,whohadno fearof
God or respect for man: 3And there was a widow in that town, and she kept on coming
to him and saying, Give me my right against the man who has done me wrong. 4And
for a time he would not: but later, he said to himself, Though I have no fear of God or
respect for man, 5 Because this widow is a trouble to me, I will give her her right; for
if not, I will be completely tired out by her frequent coming. 6And the Lord said, Give
ear to the words of the evil judge. 7And will not God do right in the cause of his saints,
whose cries come day and night to his ears, though he is long in doing it? 8 I say to you
that he will quickly do right in their cause. But when the Son of man comes, will there
be any faith on earth? 9And he made this story for some people who were certain that
they were good, and had a low opinion of others: 10 Two men went up to the Temple
for prayer; one a Pharisee, and the other a tax-farmer. 11 The Pharisee, taking up his
position, said to himself these words: God, I give you praise because I am not like other
men,who takemore than their right, who are evil-doers, who are untrue to theirwives,
or even like this tax-farmer. 12Twice in the week I go without food; I give a tenth of all
I have. 13 The tax-farmer, on the other hand, keeping far away, and not lifting up even
his eyes to heaven, made signs of grief and said, God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 14 I
say to you, This manwent back to his house with God's approval, and not the other: for
everyone who makes himself high will be made low and whoever makes himself low
will bemade high. 15And they took their children to him, so that hemight put his hands
on them: but when the disciples saw it, they said sharp words to them 16But Jesus sent
for them, saying, Let the children come tome, and do not keep them away, for of such is
the kingdom of heaven. 17 Truly I say to you, Whoever does not put himself under the
kingdom of God like a little child, will not come into it at all. 18And a certain ruler put a
question to him, saying, Good Master, what have I to do so that I may have eternal life?
19And Jesus said to him, Why do you say that I am good? No one is good, but only God.
20You have knowledge of what the law says: Do not be untrue to your wife, Do not put
anyone to death, Donot takewhat is not yours, Do not give falsewitness, Give honour to
your father andmother. 21And he said, All these things I have done from the timewhen
I was a boy. 22 And Jesus, hearing it, said to him, One thing you still have need of; get
money for your goods, and give it away to the poor, and youwill havewealth in heaven;
and come after me. 23But at these words he became very sad, for he had great wealth.
24And Jesus, looking at him, said, How hard it is for those who have wealth to get into
the kingdom of God! 25 It is simpler for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than
for a man who has much money to come into the kingdom of God. 26 And those who
were present said, Then who may have salvation? 27But he said, Things which are not
possible withman are possible with God. 28And Peter said, See, we have given upwhat
is ours to come after you. 29Andhe said to them, Truly I say to you, There is nomanwho
has given up house or wife or brothers or father or mother or children, because of the
kingdom of God, 30Who will not get much more in this time, and in the world to come,
eternal life. 31And he took with him the twelve and said to them, Nowwe are going up
to Jerusalem, and all the thingswhichwere said by the prophets will be done to the Son
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of man. 32 For he will be given up to the Gentiles, and will be made sport of and put to
shame: 33Andhewill be given cruel blows andput to death, and on the third day hewill
come back to life. 34But they did not take in the sense of any of these words, and what
he said was not clear to them, and their minds were not able to see it. 35 And it came
about that when he got near Jericho, a certain blind man was seated by the side of the
road, making requests for money from those whowent by. 36And hearing the sound of
a great number of people going by, he said, What is this? 37And they said to him, Jesus
of Nazareth is going by. 38And he said in a loud voice, Jesus, Son of David, have mercy
on me. 39And those who were in front made protests and said to him, Be quiet: but he
said all themore, O Son of David, havemercy onme. 40And Jesus, stopping, gave orders
that he was to come to him, and when he came near, he said to him, 41What would you
havemedo for you? Andhe said, Lord, that Imay be able to see again. 42And Jesus said,
See again: your faith has made you well. 43And straight away he was able to see, and
he went after him, giving glory to God; and all the people when they saw it gave praise
to God.

19
1 And he went into Jericho, and when he was going through it, 2 A man, named

Zacchaeus, whowas the chief tax-farmer, and aman ofwealth, 3Made an attempt to get
a viewof Jesus, andwas not able to do so, because of the people, for hewas a smallman.
4Andhewent quickly in front of themand got up into a tree to see him, for hewas going
that way. 5 And when Jesus came to the place, looking up, he said to him, Zacchaeus,
be quick and come down, for I am coming to your house today. 6 And he came down
quickly, and took him into his house with joy. 7 And when they saw it, they were all
angry, saying, He has gone into the house of a sinner. 8And Zacchaeus, waiting before
him, said to the Lord, See, Lord, half of my goods I give to the poor, and if I have taken
anything from anyone wrongly, I give him back four times as much. 9And Jesus said to
him, Today salvation has come to this house, for even he is a son of Abraham. 10For the
Son of man came to make search for those who are wandering from the way, and to be
their Saviour. 11Andwhile they were giving ear to these words, he made another story
for them, because he was near Jerusalem, and because they were of the opinion that
the kingdomof Godwas coming straight away. 12So he said, A certainman of high birth
went into a far-away country to get a kingdom for himself, and to come back. 13And he
sent for tenofhis servants andgave themtenpoundsand said to them,Dobusinesswith
this till I come. 14But his people hadno love for him, and sent representatives after him,
saying,Wewill not have thisman for our ruler. 15Andwhenhe cameback again, having
got his kingdom, he gave orders for those servants to whom he had given themoney to
come to him, so that he might have an account of what business they had done. 16And
the first came before him, saying, Lord, your pound has made ten pounds. 17 And he
said to him, You have donewell, O good servant: because you have donewell in a small
thing youwill have authority over ten towns. 18And another came, saying, Your pound
has made five pounds. 19And he said, You will be ruler over five towns. 20And another
came, saying, Lord, here is your pound, which I put away in a cloth; 21Because I was in
fear of you, for you are a hard man: you take up what you have not put down, and get
in grain where you have not put seed. 22He said to him, By the words of your mouth
you will be judged, you bad servant. You had knowledge that I am a hard man, taking
up what I have not put down and getting in grain where I have not put seed; 23Why
then did you not put mymoney in a bank, so that when I came I would get it back with
interest? 24And he said to the others who were near, Take the pound away from him,
and give it to the man who has ten. 25 And they say to him, Lord, he has ten pounds.
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26And I say to you that to everyone who has, more will be given, but from himwho has
not, even what he has will be taken away. 27 And as for those who were against me,
who would not have me for their ruler, let them come here, and be put to death before
me. 28And when he had said this, he went on in front of them, going up to Jerusalem.
29And it came about that when he got near Beth-phage and Bethany by the mountain
which is named the Mountain of Olives, he sent two of the disciples, 30 Saying, Go into
the little town in front of you, and on going in youwill see a young ass fixedwith a cord,
onwhichnomanhas ever been seated; let him loose and takehim. 31And if anyone says
to you, Why are you taking him? say, The Lord has need of him. 32And those whom he
sent went away, and it was as he said. 33Andwhen they were getting the young ass, the
owners of it said to them,Why are you taking the young ass? 34And they said, The Lord
has need of him. 35And they took him to Jesus, and they put their clothing on the ass,
and Jesus got on tohim. 36Andwhilehewent onhisway theyput their clothingdownon
the road in front of him. 37And when he came near the foot of the Mountain of Olives,
all the disciples with loud voices gave praise to God with joy, because of all the great
works which they had seen; 38Saying, A blessing on the Kingwho comes in the name of
the Lord; peace in heaven and glory in the highest. 39And some of the Pharisees among
the people said to him, Master, make your disciples be quiet. 40And he said in answer,
I say to you, if these men keep quiet, the very stones will be crying out. 41And when he
got near and saw the town, hewas overcomewithweeping for it, 42Saying, If you, even
you, had knowledge today, of the things which give peace! but you are not able to see
them. 43For the timewill comewhenyourattackerswill put awall roundyou, and come
all round you and keep you in on every side, 44And will make you level with the earth,
and your children with you; and there will not be one stone resting on another in you,
because you did not see that it was your day of mercy. 45And he went into the Temple
and put out those whowere trading there, 46Saying to them, It has been said, My house
is to be a house of prayer, but you have made it a hole of thieves. 47And every day he
was teaching in the Temple. But the chief priests and the scribes and the rulers of the
people were attempting to put him to death; 48 But they were not able to do anything,
because the people all kept near him, being greatly interested in his words.

20
1 And it came about on one of those days, when he was teaching the people in the

Temple and preaching the good news, 2 That the chief priests and the scribes and the
rulers of the people came to him and said, Make clear to us by what authority you do
these things and who gave you this authority. 3 And in answer he said to them, I will
put a question to you, and do you giveme an answer: 4The baptism of John, was it from
heaven or of men? 5And they said among themselves, If we say, From heaven; he will
say, Why did you not have faith in him? 6 But if we say, Of men; we will be stoned by
the people, for they are certain that John was a prophet. 7And they made answer that
they had no idea where it came from. 8And Jesus said, And I will not make clear to you
by what authority I do these things. 9And he gave the people this story: A manmade a
vine-garden and gave the use of it to somefield-workers andwent into another country
for a long time. 10And at the right time he sent a servant to theworkers to get part of the
fruit from the vines; but theworkmen gave himblows and sent himawaywith nothing.
11 And he sent another servant, and they gave blows to him in the same way, and put
shame on him, and sent him away with nothing. 12And he sent a third, and they gave
himwounds and put him out. 13And the lord of the garden said,What am I to do? I will
sendmy dearly loved son; theymay give respect to him. 14But when the workmen saw
him, they said to one another, This is he whowill one day be the owner of the property:
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let usputhimtodeathand theheritagewill beours. 15Anddrivinghimoutof thegarden
they put him to death. Now what will the lord do to these workmen? 16He will come
and put them to destruction and give the garden to others. And when he said this, they
said,May it not be so. 17But he, looking on them, said, Is it not in theWritings, The stone
which thebuilders put onone side, the samehas become the chief stone of thebuilding?
18Everyone falling on that stonewill be broken, but theman onwhom the stone comes
downwill be crushed to dust. 19And the chief priests and the scribes made attempts to
get their hands on him in that very hour; and they were in fear of the people, for they
saw that he had made up this story against them. 20And they kept watch on him, and
sent out secret representatives,whowereacting thepart of goodmen, inorder that they
might get something fromhiswords, on account ofwhich theymight give himup to the
government and into the power of the ruler. 21And they put a question to him, saying,
Master, we are certain that your teaching and your words are right, and that you have
no respect for aman's position, but you are teaching the truewayofGod: 22 Is it right for
us tomake payment of taxes to Caesar or not? 23But he saw through their trick and said
to them, 24Letmeseeapenny. Whose imageandnameareon it? And they said, Caesar's.
25And he said, Then give to Caesar the things which are Caesar's, and to God the things
which are God's. 26And theywere not able to get anything from these words before the
people: but they were full of wonder at his answer, and said nothing. 27 And some of
the Sadducees came to him, who say that there is no coming back from the dead; and
they said to him, 28Master, Moses said that if a man's brother comes to his end, having
a wife, but no children, his brother is to take the wife, and get a family for his brother.
29Now there were seven brothers, and the first had a wife and came to his end, having
no children; 30And the second; 31And the third took her; and in the same way, all the
seven, without having any children, came to their end. 32 And last of all, the woman
came to her end. 33When they come back from the dead, whosewifewill she be? for all
the sevenhadher. 34And Jesus said to them, The sonsof thisworldaremarriedandhave
wives; 35But those towhom is given the reward of theworld to come, and to come back
from the dead, have no wives, and are not married; 36 And death has no more power
over them, for they are equal to the angels, and are sons of God, being of thosewhowill
come back from the dead. 37But even Moses made it clear that the dead come back to
life, saying, in the story of the burning thorn-tree, The Lord, the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. 38Nowhe is not the God of the dead but of the living:
for all men are living to him. 39And some of the scribes, in answer to this, said, Master,
you have said well. 40And they had fear of putting any more questions to him. 41And
he said to them,Whydo they say that the Christ is the son of David? 42ForDavid himself
says in the book of Psalms, The Lord said to my Lord, Take your seat at my right hand,
43 Till I put under your feet all those who are against you. 44David then gives him the
name of Lord, so how is it possible for him to be his son? 45 And in the hearing of all
the people he said to his disciples, 46Keep away from the scribes, whose pleasure it is to
go about in long robes, and to have words of respect said to them in the market-places,
and to take the chief seats in the Synagogues and the first places at feasts; 47Who take
the property of widows and before the eyes of men make long prayers; they will get a
greater punishment.

21
1And looking up, he saw themen of wealth putting their offerings in themoney-box.

2 And he saw a certain poor widow putting in a farthing. 3 And he said, Truly I say to
you, This poor widow has given more than all of them: 4 For they gave out of their
wealth, having more than enough for themselves: but she, even out of her need, has
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put in all her living. 5And some were talking about the Temple, how it was made fair
with beautiful stones and with offerings, but he said, 6 As for these things which you
see, the days will come when not one stone will be resting on another, but all will be
broken down. 7And they said to him, Master, whenwill these things be? and what sign
will there be when these events are to take place? 8 And he said, Take care that you
are not tricked: for a number of people will come in my name, saying, I am he; and,
The time is near: do not go after them. 9 And when news of wars and troubled times
comes to your ears, have no fear; for these things have to be, but the end will not be
now. 10Then he said to them, Nationwill bemoved against nation and kingdomagainst
kingdom: 11 There will be great earth-shocks and outbursts of disease in a number of
places, and men will be without food; and there will be wonders and great signs from
heaven. 12Butbeforeall this, theywill takeyouandbeverycruel toyou, givingyouup to
the Synagogues and to prisons, taking youbefore kings and rulers, because ofmyname.
13And it will be turned to awitness for you. 14So take care not to be troubled before the
time comes, aboutwhat answers youwill give: 15For Iwill give youwords andwisdom,
so that not one of those who are against you will be able to get the better of you, or to
put you in the wrong. 16 But you will be given up even by your fathers and mothers,
your brothers and relations and friends; and some of you will be put to death. 17And
you will be hated by all men, because of me. 18But not a hair of your head will come to
destruction. 19By going through all these things, you will keep your lives. 20But when
you see armies all round about Jerusalem, then be certain that her destruction is near.
21Then let those who are in Judaea go in flight to the mountains; and those who are in
the middle of the town go out; and let not those who are in the country come in. 22 For
these are the days of punishment, inwhich all the things in theWritingswill be put into
effect. 23 It will be hard for women who are with child, and for her with a baby at the
breast, in those days. For great trouble will come on the land, andwrath on this people.
24And they will be put to death with the sword, and will be taken as prisoners into all
the nations; and Jerusalem will be crushed under the feet of the Gentiles, till the times
of the Gentiles are complete. 25And there will be signs in the sun and moon and stars;
and on the earth, fear among the nations and doubt because of the loud noise of the sea
and the waves; 26Men's strength will go from them in fear and inwaiting for the things
whichare comingon theearth; for thepowersof theheavenswill bemoved. 27And then
theywill see the Son ofman coming in a cloud, with power and great glory. 28Butwhen
these things come about, let your heads be lifted up, because your salvation is near.
29 And he made a story for them: See the fig-tree, and all the trees; 30When they put
out their young leaves, you take note of it, and it is clear to you that summer is coming.
31 In the same way, when you see these things taking place you may be certain that the
kingdom of God is near. 32 Truly I say to you, This generation will not come to an end
till all things are complete. 33Heaven and earth will come to an end, but mywords will
not come to an end. 34But give attention to yourselves, for fear that your hearts become
over-full of the pleasures of food and wine, and the cares of this life, and that day may
come on you suddenly, and take you as in a net: 35 For so it will come on all those who
are living on the face of all the earth. 36But keepwatch at all timeswith prayer, that you
may be strong enough to come through all these things and take your place before the
Son of man. 37And every day he was teaching in the Temple and every night he went
out to the mountain which is named the Mountain of Olives to take his rest. 38And all
the people came early in themorning to give ear to his words in the Temple.

22
1 Now the feast of unleavened bread was near, which is called the Passover. 2 And
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the chief priests and the scribes were looking for a chance to put him to death, but they
went in fear of the people. 3 And Satan came into Judas Iscariot, who was one of the
twelve. 4And he went away and had a discussion with the chief priests and the rulers,
about how he might give him up to them. 5And they were glad, and undertook to give
him money. 6And he made an agreement with them to give him up to them, if he got
a chance, when the people were not present. 7And the day of unleavened bread came,
when the Passover lamb is put to death. 8And Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, Go and
make the Passover ready for us, so that we may take it. 9And they said to him, Where
are we to get it ready? 10And he said to them, When you go into the town you will see
a man coming to you with a vessel of water; go after him into the house into which he
goes. 11And say to the master of the house, The Master says, Where is the guest-room,
where I may take the Passover with my disciples? 12And he will take you up to a great
room with a table and seats: there make ready. 13And they went, and it was as he had
said: and they made the Passover ready. 14And when the time had come, he took his
seat, and the Apostles with him. 15 And he said, I have had a great desire to keep this
Passover with you before I come to my death; 16 For I say to you, I will not take it till it
is made complete in the kingdom of God. 17And he took a cup and, having given praise,
he said, Make division of this among yourselves; 18 For I say to you, I will not take of
the fruit of the vine till the kingdom of God has come. 19And he took bread and, having
given praise, he gave it to themwhen it had been broken, saying, This ismybody, which
is given for you: do this in memory of me. 20 And in the same way, after the meal, he
took the cup, saying, This cup is the new testament, madewithmy bloodwhich is given
for you. 21 But the hand of him who is false to me is with me at the table. 22 For it will
be done to the Son of man after the purpose of God, but unhappy is that man by whom
he is given up. 23 And they were wondering among themselves which of them it was
who would do this thing. 24 And there was an argument among them about which of
themwas the greatest. 25Andhe said, The kings of theGentiles are lords over them, and
thosewhohave authority are given names of honour. 26But let it not be sowith you; but
he who is greater, let him become like the younger; and he who is chief, like a servant.
27Forwhich is greater, the guestwho is seated at ameal or the servantwho iswaiting on
him? is it not the guest? but I amamong you as a servant. 28But you are thosewho have
kept with me through my troubles; 29And I will give you a kingdom as my Father has
given one tome, 30So that youmay take food and drink atmy table inmy kingdom, and
be seated like kings, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 31Simon, Simon, Satanhasmade
a request to have you, so that he may put you to the test as grain is tested: 32But I have
made prayer for you, that your faith may not go from you: and when you are turned
again,make your brothers strong. 33Andhe said to him, Lord, I am ready to gowith you
to prison and to death. 34And he said, I say to you, Peter, before the cock's second cry
today, youwill say three times that youhavenoknowledgeofme. 35Andhe said to them,
When I sent you outwithoutmoney or bag or shoes, were you in need of anything? And
they said, Nothing. 36And he said to them, But now, he who has a money-bag, or a bag
for food, let him take it: and he who has not, let him give his coat for money and get
a sword. 37 For I say to you that these words will be put into effect in me, And he was
numbered among the evil-doers: for what has been said in the Writings about me has
an end. 38And they said, Lord, here are two swords. And he said, It is enough. 39And he
came out, and went, as his way was, to the Mountain of Olives, and the disciples went
with him. 40And when he came to the place, he said to them, Make a prayer that you
may not be put to the test. 41And he went a little distance away from them and, falling
on his knees in prayer, he said, 42Father, if it is your pleasure, take this cup fromme: but
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still, let your pleasure, not mine, be done. 43And an angel from heaven came to him, to
give him strength. 44And being in great trouble of soul, the force of his prayer became
stronger, and great drops, like blood, came fromhim, falling to the earth. 45And, getting
up from prayer, he came to the disciples, and saw that they were sleeping for sorrow.
46And he said,Why are you sleeping? Get up, and give yourselves to prayer, so that you
may not be put to the test. 47And while he was saying these words, there came a band
of people, and Judas, one of the twelve, was in front of them, and he came near to Jesus
to give hima kiss. 48But Jesus said to him, Judas, will you be false to the Son ofmanwith
a kiss? 49And when those who were with him saw what was coming, they said, Lord,
may we not make use of our swords? 50And one of them gave a blow to the servant of
the high priest, cutting off his right ear. 51But Jesus, answering, said, Put upwith this, at
least. And touching his ear, hemade it well. 52And Jesus said to the chief priests and the
captains of the Temple and the rulers, whohad comeagainst him,Have you comeout as
against a thief, with swords and sticks? 53When Iwas in the Templewith you every day,
your hands were not stretched out against me: but this is your hour, and the authority
of the dark power. 54And they made him a prisoner and took him away to the house of
the high priest. But Peter went after them at a distance. 55And a fire was lighted in the
middle of the open square, and they were seated together, and Peter was among them.
56And a certain woman-servant, seeing him in the light of the fire, and looking at him
with attention, said, Thismanwaswith him. 57But he said,Woman, it is not true; I have
no knowledge of him. 58And after a little time, another saw him and said, You are one
of them; and he said, Man, I am not. 59And after about an hour, anotherman said, with
decision, Certainly this manwaswith him, for he is a Galilaean. 60And Peter said, Man,
I have no knowledge of these things of which you are talking. And straight away, while
he was saying these words, there came the cry of a cock. 61And the Lord, turning, gave
Peter a look. And the words of the Lord came to Peter's mind, how he had said, This
night, before the hour of the cock's cry, you will be false to me three times. 62 And he
went out, weeping bitterly. 63 And the men in whose hands Jesus was, made sport of
him and gave him blows. 64And, covering his eyes, they said to him, Are you prophet
enough to say who gave you that blow? 65And they said a number of other evil things
against him. 66 And when it was day, the rulers of the people came together, with the
chief priests and the scribes, and they took him before their Sanhedrin, saying, 67 If you
are the Christ, say so. But he said, If I say so you will not have belief; 68 And if I put a
question to you, you will not give an answer. 69But in the future the Son of manwill be
seated at the right hand of the power of God. 70And they all said, Are you then the Son
of God? and he said, You say that I am. 71And they said, What more need have we of
witness? we have the very words of his mouth.

23
1And they all went and took him before Pilate. 2And they made statements against

him, saying, Thisman has to our knowledge been teaching our nation to dowrong, and
not to make payment of taxes to Caesar, even saying that he himself is Christ, a king.
3And Pilate said to him, Are you the King of the Jews? And he said in answer, You say
so. 4And Pilate said to the chief priests and the people, Inmy opinion thismanhas done
no wrong. 5 But they became more violent than before, saying, He has made trouble
among the people, teaching through all Judaea from Galilee to this place. 6But at these
words Pilate said, Is the man a Galilaean? 7 And when he saw that he was under the
authority of Herod, he sent him to Herod, who was in Jerusalem himself at that time.
8Now when Herod saw Jesus he was very glad, having for a long time had a desire to
see him, for he had had accounts of him, and was hoping to see some wonders done
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by him. 9And he put a great number of questions to him, but he said nothing. 10And
the chief priests and the scribes were there, making statements against him violently.
11And Herod, with the men of his army, put shame on him andmade sport of him, and
dressing him in shining robes, he sent him back to Pilate. 12 And that day Herod and
Pilate became friends with one another, for before they had been against one another.
13And Pilate sent for the chief priests and the rulers and the people, and said to them,
14You say that thisman has been teaching the people evil things: now I, after going into
the question before you, see nothing wrong in this man in connection with the things
which you have said against him: 15And Herod is of the same opinion, for he has sent
him back to us; for, you see, he has done nothing for which I might put him to death.
16And so I will give him punishment and let him go. 17 [] 18 But with loud voices they
said all together, Put this man to death, and make Barabbas free. 19Now this man was
in prison because of an attack against the government in the town, in which there had
been loss of life. 20 And Pilate again said to them that it was his desire to let Jesus go
free. 21 But crying out they said, To the cross with him! 22And he said to them a third
time, Why, what evil has he done? I see no reason for putting him to death: I will give
him punishment and let him go. 23 But they went on crying out loudly, Let him be put
to death on the cross. And they had their way. 24And Pilate gave his decision for their
desire to be put into effect. 25 And in answer to their request, he let that man go free
whohad been in prison for acting against the government and causing death, and Jesus
he gave up to their pleasure. 26 And while they were taking him away, they put their
hands on Simon of Cyrene, who was coming from the country, and made him take the
cross after Jesus. 27And a great band of people went after him, and of women making
signs of grief and weeping for him. 28 But Jesus, turning to them, said, Daughters of
Jerusalem, let not your weeping be for me, but for yourselves and for your children.
29 For the days are coming in which they will say, Happy are those who have had no
children, whose bodies have never given birth, whose breasts have never given milk.
30And theywill say to themountains, Comedownonus, and to the hills, Be a cover over
us. 31 For if they do these things when the tree is green, what will they do when it is
dry? 32And two others, evil-doers, were takenwith him to be put to death. 33Andwhen
they came to the placewhich is namedGolgotha, they put himon the cross, and the evil-
doers, one on the right side, and the other on the left. 34And Jesus said, Father, let them
have forgiveness, for they have no knowledge of what they are doing. And they made
division of his clothing among them by the decision of chance. 35And the people were
looking on. And the rulers made sport of him, saying, He was a saviour of others; let
him do something for himself, if he is the Christ, the man of God's selection. 36And the
men of the army made sport of him, coming to him and giving him bitter wine, 37And
saying, If you are the King of the Jews, get yourself free. 38And these words were put in
writing over him, THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 39And one of the evil-doers on the
cross, with bitter feeling, said to him, Are you not the Christ? Get yourself and us out
of this. 40But the other, protesting, said, Have you no fear of God? for you have a part
in the same punishment, 41And with reason; for we have the right reward of our acts,
but thisman has done nothingwrong. 42And he said, Jesus, keepme inmindwhen you
come in your kingdom. 43And he said to him, Truly I say to you, Today youwill be with
me in Paradise. 44And itwas nowabout the sixth hour; and all the landwas dark till the
ninth hour; 45 The light of the sun went out, and the curtain in the Temple was parted
in two. 46And Jesus gave a loud cry and said, Father, into your hands I give my spirit:
andwhen he had said this, he gave up his spirit. 47Andwhen the captain sawwhatwas
done, he gave praise to God, saying, Without doubt this was an upright man. 48And all
the peoplewho had come together to see it, when they saw the thingswhichwere done,
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went back again making signs of grief. 49And all his friends and the womenwho came
with him from Galilee, were waiting at a distance, watching these things. 50Now there
was a man named Joseph, a man of authority and a good and upright man 51 (He had
not given his approval to their decision or their acts), of Arimathaea, a townof the Jews,
whowaswaiting for the kingdomofGod: 52Thismanwent to Pilate andmade a request
for the body of Jesus. 53And he took it down, and folding it in a linen cloth, he put it in a
place cut in the rock for a dead body; and no one had ever been put in it. 54Now it was
the day of making ready and the Sabbath was coming on. 55And the women who had
come with him from Galilee went after him and saw the place and how his body had
been put to rest; 56And they went back and got ready spices and perfumes; and on the
Sabbath they took their rest, in agreement with the law.

24
1 But on the first day of the week, at dawn, they came to the place where his body

had been put, taking the spices which they had got ready. 2And they saw that the stone
had been rolled away. 3And they went in, but the body of the Lord Jesus was not there.
4Andwhile theywere in doubt about it, they saw twomen in shining clothing by them:
5 And while their faces were bent down to the earth in fear, these said to them, Why
are you looking for the living among the dead? 6He is not here, he has come back to
life: have in mind what he said to you when he was still in Galilee, saying, 7 The Son
of man will be given up into the hands of evil-doers, and be put to death on the cross,
and on the third day he will come back to life. 8 And his words came back into their
minds, 9And they went away from that place and gave an account of all these things to
the eleven disciples and all the others. 10Now they wereMaryMagdalene, and Joanna,
and Mary, the mother of James: and the other women with them said these things to
the Apostles. 11But thesewords seemed foolish to them, and they had no belief in them.
12But Peter got up and went to the place where the body had been put, and looking in
he saw nothing but the linen cloths, and he went to his house full of wonder at what
had taken place. 13And then, two of them, on that very day, were going to a little town
namedEmmaus,whichwasabout sevenmiles fromJerusalem. 14And theywere talking
together about all those things which had taken place. 15And while they were talking
andquestioning together, Jesushimself camenearandwentwith them. 16But their eyes
were not open that theymight have knowledge of him. 17Andhe said to them,What are
you talking about together while you go? 18 Then stopping, and looking sadly at him,
one of them, named Cleopas, said to him, Are you the onlyman living in Jerusalemwho
has not had news of the things which have taken place there at this time? 19 And he
said to them,What things? And they said, The things to do with Jesus of Nazareth, who
was a prophet, great in his acts and his words, before God and all the people: 20 And
how the chief priests and our rulers gave him up to be put to death on the cross. 21But
we were hoping that he would be the Saviour of Israel. In addition to all this he has
now let three days go by from the time when these things took place; 22 And certain
women among us gave us cause for wonder, for they went early to the place where his
body had been put, 23And it was not there; then they came saying that they had seen
a vision of angels who said that he was living. 24And some of those who were with us
went to the place, and saw that it was as the women had said, but him they did not see.
25Andhe said, O foolishmen! how slowyou are to give belief towhat the prophets have
said. 26Was it not necessary for the Christ to go through these things, and to come into
his glory? 27And he made clear to them all the things in the Writings, fromMoses and
from all the prophets, which had to do with himself. 28And they came near the town
to which they were going, and he seemed as if he was going on; 29 But they kept him
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back, saying, Do not go, for evening is near, the day is almost gone. And hewent in with
them. 30Andwhen hewas seatedwith them at table, he took the bread, and said words
of blessing and, making division of it, he gave it to them. 31 And then their eyes were
open, and they had knowledge of him, but he went from their view. 32And they said to
one another, Were not our hearts burning in us while he was talking to us on the way,
making clear to us the holyWritings? 33And that very hour they got up and went back
to Jerusalem, where the eleven and the others had come together. 34And they said to
them, The Lord has truly come back to life again, and Simon has seen him. 35And they
gave an account of the thingswhich had taken place on theway, andhow,whenhe gave
thembread, they had knowledge of him. 36Andwhile theywere saying these things, he
himself was among them, and said to them, Peace be with you! 37But they were full of
fear, being of the opinion that theywere seeing a spirit. 38And he said to them,Why are
you troubled, and why are your hearts full of doubt? 39 See; my hands and my feet: it
is I myself; put your hands onme andmake certain; for a spirit has not flesh and bones
as you see that I have. 40And when he had said this, he let them see his hands and his
feet. 41And because, for joy and wonder, they were still in doubt, he said to them, Have
you any food here? 42And they gave him a bit of cooked fish. 43And before their eyes he
took ameal. 44And he said to them, These are thewordswhich I said to youwhen Iwas
still with you, how it was necessary for all the things which are in thewritings ofMoses
and the prophets and in the Psalms about me, to be put into effect. 45Then hemade the
holyWritings clear to theirminds. 46Andhe said to them, So it is in theWritings that the
Christ would undergo death, and come back to life again on the third day; 47And that
teaching about a change of heart and forgiveness of sins is to be given to Jerusalemfirst
and to all nations in his name. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And now I will
send to you what my father has undertaken to give you, but do not go from the town,
till the power from heaven comes to you. 50And he took them out till they were near
Bethany, and lifting up his hands, he gave them a blessing. 51And while he was doing
so, he went from them and was taken up into heaven. 52 And they gave him worship
and went back to Jerusalemwith great joy. 53And they were in the Temple at all times,
giving praise to God.
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The Good News According to
John

1From thefirst hewas theWord, and theWordwas in relationwithGod andwasGod.
2 This Word was from the first in relation with God. 3 All things came into existence
through him, and without him nothing was. 4What came into existence in him was
life, and the life was the light of men. 5And the light goes on shining in the dark; it is
not overcome by the dark. 6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.
7He came for witness, to give witness about the light, so that all men might have faith
through him. 8He himself was not the light: he was sent to give witness about the light.
9 The true light, which gives light to every man, was then coming into the world. 10He
was in the world, the world which came into being through him, but the world had no
knowledge of him. 11He came to the things which were his and his people did not take
him to their hearts. 12 To all those who did so take him, however, he gave the right of
becoming children of God — that is, to those who had faith in his name: 13Whose birth
was from God and not from blood, or from an impulse of the flesh and man's desire.
14And so theWord became flesh and took a place among us for a time; and we saw his
glory — such glory as is given to an only son by his father — saw it to be true and full
of grace. 15 John gave witness about him, crying, This is he of whom I said, He who is
coming after me is put over me because he was in existence before me. 16From his full
measurewehave all been given grace ongrace. 17For the lawwas given throughMoses;
grace and the true way of life are ours through Jesus Christ. 18Noman has seen God at
any time; the only Son,who is on the breast of the Father, he hasmade clearwhatGod is.
19And this is thewitness of Johnwhen the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem
to him with the question, Who are you? 20He said quite openly and straightforwardly,
I am not the Christ. 21And they said to him, What then? Are you Elijah? And he said, I
amnot. Are you the prophet? And his answerwas, I amnot. 22So they said to him,Who
are you then? We have to give some answer to thosewho sent us. What have you to say
about yourself? 23He said, I am the voice of one crying in the waste land, Make straight
the way of the Lord, as said Isaiah the prophet. 24Those who had been sent came from
the Pharisees. 25 And they put this question to him, saying, Why then are you giving
baptism if you are not the Christ, or Elijah, or the prophet? 26 John's answer was: I give
baptismwithwater; but there is oneamongyouofwhomyouhavenoknowledge; 27 It is
hewho is coming afterme; I amnot good enough to undo his shoes. 28These things took
place at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where Johnwas giving baptism. 29The
dayafter, John sees Jesus coming tohimand says, See, here is theLambofGodwho takes
away the sin of theworld! 30This is he ofwhom I said, One is coming aftermewho is put
over me because he was in existence before me. 31 I myself had no knowledge of him,
but I came giving baptism with water so that he might be seen openly by Israel. 32And
Johngave thiswitness, saying, I sawtheSpirit comingdownfromheaven likeadoveand
resting on him. 33 I had no knowledge who he was, but he who sent me to give baptism
withwater said tome, Theoneonwhomyousee theSpirit comingdownandresting, it is
hewho gives baptismwith theHoly Spirit. 34This I sawmyself andmywitness is that he
is the Son of God. 35The day after, Johnwas there again with two of his disciples; 36And
looking at Jesus while hewaswalking he said, See, there is the Lamb of God! 37Hearing
what he said, the two disciples went after Jesus. 38And Jesus, turning round, saw them
coming after him and said to them, What are you looking for? They said to him, Rabbi
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(which is to say, Master), where are you living? 39He said to them, Come and see. They
went with him then and sawwhere he was living; and they were with him all that day:
it was then about the tenth hour of the day. 40Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, was one
of the two men who, hearing what John said, went after Jesus. 41Early in the morning
he came across his brother and said to him,We havemade discovery! It is theMessiah!
(which is to say, the Christ). 42And he took him to Jesus. Looking at him fixedly Jesus
said, You are Simon, the son of John; your name will be Cephas (which is to say, Peter).
43The day after this, Jesus had a desire to go intoGalilee. He came across Philip and said
to him, Come and be my disciple. 44Now Philip's town was Beth-saida, where Andrew
and Peter came from. 45 Philip came across Nathanael and said to him, We have made
a discovery! It is he of whomMoses, in the law, and the prophets were writing, Jesus of
Nazareth, the son of Joseph. 46Nazareth! said Nathanael, Is it possible for any good to
come out of Nazareth? Philip said to him, Come and see. 47 Jesus sawNathanael coming
to him and said of him, See, here is a true son of Israel in whom there is nothing false.
48Nathanael said to him, Where did you get knowledge of me? In answer Jesus said,
Before Philip was talking with you, while you were still under the fig-tree, I saw you.
49 Nathanael said to him, Rabbi, you are the Son of God, you are King of Israel! 50 In
answer Jesus said to him, You have faith because I said to you, I saw you under the fig-
tree. You will see greater things than these. 51And he said to him, Truly I say to you all,
Youwill see heaven opening and God's angels going up and coming down on the Son of
man.

2
1On the third day twopeoplewere going to bemarried at Cana inGalilee. Themother

of Jesus was there: 2And Jesus with his disciples came as guests. 3When they had not
enough wine, the mother of Jesus said to him, They have no wine. 4 Jesus said to her,
Woman, this is not your business; my time is still to come. 5 His mother said to the
servants, Whatever he says to you, do it. 6Now six pots of stone, every one taking two
or three firkins of water, were placed there for the purpose of washing, as is the way
of the Jews. 7 Jesus said to the servants, Make the pots full of water. And they made
them full to the top. 8Then he said to them, Now take some, and give it to the master of
the feast. So they took it to him. 9After tasting the water which had now become wine,
the master of the feast (having no idea where it came from, though it was clear to the
servants who took the water out) sent for the newly-married man, 10And said to him,
Every man first puts out his best wine and when all have had enough he puts out what
is not so good; but you have kept the good wine till now. 11 This, the first of his signs,
Jesus did at Cana in Galilee and let his glory be seen openly; and his disciples put their
faith in him. 12After this he went down to Capernaum, with his mother, his brothers,
and his disciples, and they were there not more than two or three days. 13 The time of
the Passover of the Jews was near and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14And there in the
Temple he saw men trading in oxen and sheep and doves, and he saw the changers of
money in their seats: 15And he made a whip of small cords and put them all out of the
Temple, with the sheep and the oxen, sending in all directions the small money of the
changers and overturning their tables; 16 And to those who were trading in doves he
said, Take these things away; do not make my Father's house a market. 17And it came
to the minds of the disciples that the Writings say, I am on fire with passion for your
house. 18 Then the Jews put this question to him: What sign of authority have you to
give us, seeing that you do these things? 19And Jesus said to them, Send destruction on
this Temple and I will put it up again in three days. 20 The Jews said, The building of
this Temple took forty-six years; and you will put it up in three days! 21 But his words
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were about that holy building which was his body. 22 So when he had come back again
from the dead, the memory of these words came back to the disciples, and they had
faith in the holy Writings and in the word which Jesus had said. 23Now while he was
in Jerusalem at the feast of the Passover, a great number of people came to have faith
in his name, after seeing the signs which he did. 24But Jesus did not have faith in them,
because he had knowledge of them all. 25He had no need for any witness about man;
for he himself had knowledge of what was inman.

3
1Now there was among the Pharisees a man named Nicodemus, who was one of the

rulers of the Jews. 2He came to Jesus bynight and said to him, Rabbi, we are certain that
you have come from God as a teacher, because no man would be able to do these signs
which you do if God was not with him. 3 Jesus said to him, Truly, I say to you, Without
a new birth no man is able to see the kingdom of God. 4Nicodemus said to him, How is
it possible for a man to be given birth when he is old? Is he able to go into his mother's
body a second time and come to birth again? 5 Jesus said in answer, Truly, I say to you,
If aman's birth is not fromwater and from the Spirit, it is not possible for him to go into
the kingdom of God. 6 That which has birth from the flesh is flesh, and that which has
birth from the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be surprised that I say to you, It is necessary for
you to have a second birth. 8Thewind goeswhere its pleasure takes it, and the sound of
it comes to your ears, but you are unable to saywhere it comes from andwhere it goes:
so it is with everyonewhose birth is from the Spirit. 9AndNicodemus said to him, How
is it possible for these things to be? 10And Jesus, answering, said, Are you the teacher
of Israel and have no knowledge of these things? 11 Truly, I say to you, We say that of
which we have knowledge; we give witness of what we have seen; and you do not take
our witness to be true. 12 If you have no belief when my words are about the things of
earth, how will you have belief if my words are about the things of heaven? 13And no
one has ever gone up to heaven but he who came down from heaven, the Son of man.
14As the snake was lifted up by Moses in the waste land, even so it is necessary for the
Son of man to be lifted up: 15 So that whoever has faith may have in him eternal life.
16 For God had such love for the world that he gave his only Son, so that whoever has
faith in him may not come to destruction but have eternal life. 17God did not send his
Son into the world to be judge of the world; he sent him so that the world might have
salvation through him. 18Themanwho has faith in him does not come up to be judged;
but hewhohas no faith in himhas been judged evennow, because he has no faith in the
name of the only Son of God. 19And this is the test by which men are judged: the light
has come into theworld andmenhavemore love for thedark than for the light, because
their acts are evil. 20The light is hated by everyone whose acts are evil and he does not
come to the light for fear that his acts will be seen. 21 But he whose life is true comes
to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his acts have been done by the help of
God. 22After these things Jesus and his disciples went into the land of Judaea, and there
he was with them for some time, giving baptism. 23Now John was then giving baptism
at Aenon near Salim, because there was much water there; and people came and were
given baptism. 24For at this time John had not been put into prison. 25Then a question
came up between John's disciples and a Jew about washing. 26And they went to John
and said to him, Rabbi, the man who was with you on the other side of the Jordan, the
man to whom you gave witness, is now giving baptism, and everyone is going to him.
27 And this was John's answer: A man is unable to have anything if it is not given to
him from heaven. 28 You yourselves give witness that I said, I am not the Christ. What
I said was, I am sent before the Christ. 29He who has the bride is the husband: but the
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husband's friend,whoseplace is byhis side andwhose ears are open tohim, is full of joy
because of the husband's voice: such is my joy, and it is complete. 30He has to become
greater while I become less. 31He who comes from heaven is greater than all others:
he who comes from earth is of the earth, and of the earth are his words: he who comes
fromheaven is over all. 32He giveswitness ofwhat he has seen and ofwhat has come to
his ears; and noman takes his witness as true. 33Hewho so takes his witness hasmade
clear his faith that God is true. 34For he whom God has sent says God's words; and God
does not give him the Spirit by measure. 35The Father has love for the Son and has put
all things into his hands. 36Hewho has faith in the Son has eternal life; but he who has
not faith in the Son will not see life; God's wrath is resting on him.

4
1Now when it was clear to the Lord that word had come to the ears of the Pharisees

that Jesuswasmakingmoredisciples than Johnandwasgiving thembaptism 2 (Though,
in fact, itwas his discipleswho gave baptism, not Jesus himself), 3Hewent out of Judaea
into Galilee again. 4And it was necessary for him to go through Samaria. 5 So he came
to a town of Samaria whichwas named Sychar, near to the bit of landwhich Jacob gave
to his son Joseph: 6Now Jacob's fountain was there. Jesus, being tired after his journey,
was resting by the fountain. It was about the sixth hour. 7Awoman of Samaria came to
get water, and Jesus said to her, Give me some water. 8 For his disciples had gone to the
town toget food. 9ThewomanofSamaria said tohim,Whydoyou, a Jew,makearequest
for water to me, a woman of Samaria? She said this because Jews have nothing to do
with the people of Samaria. 10 In answer Jesus said, If you had knowledge of what God
gives freely andwho it is who says to you, Givemewater, you wouldmake your prayer
to him, and he would give you living water. 11The woman said to him, Sir, you have no
vessel and the fountain is deep; from where will you get the living water? 12 Are you
greater than our father Jacobwho gave us the fountain and took thewater of it himself,
with his children and his cattle? 13 Jesus said to her, Everyonewho takes this water will
be in need of it again: 14Butwhoever takes thewater I give himwill never be in need of
drink again; for thewater I give himwill become in hima fountain of eternal life. 15The
woman said to him, Sir, give me this water, so that I may not be in need again of drink
and will not have to come all this way for it. 16 Jesus said to her, Go, get your husband
and come back here with him. 17 In answer, the woman said, I have no husband. Jesus
said to her, Youhave said rightly, I havenohusband: 18Youhavehadfivehusbands, and
the man you have now is not your husband: that was truly said. 19 The woman said to
him, Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 20Our fathers gaveworship on this mountain, but
you Jews say that the right place forworship is in Jerusalem. 21 Jesus said toher,Woman,
take my word for this; the time is coming when you will not give worship to the Father
on this mountain or in Jerusalem. 22You give worship, but without knowledge of what
you are worshipping: we give worship to what we have knowledge of: for salvation
comes from the Jews. 23 But the time is coming, and is even now here, when the true
worshippers will give worship to the Father in the true way of the spirit, for these are
theworshippersdesiredby theFather. 24God is Spirit: then let hisworshippers givehim
worship in the true way of the spirit. 25 The woman said to him, I am certain that the
Messiah, who is named Christ, is coming; when he comes he will make all things clear
to us. 26 Jesus said to her, I, who am talking to you, am he. 27At that point the disciples
came back, and theywere surprised to see him talking to awoman; but not one of them
said to him, What is your purpose? or, Why are you talking to her? 28Then the woman
put down her water-pot and went into the town, and said to the people, 29 Come and
see a manwho has been talking to me of everything I ever did! Is it possible that this is
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the Christ? 30 So they went out of the town and came to him. 31While this was taking
place, the disciples were saying to Jesus, Master, take some food. 32But he said to them,
I have food ofwhich you have no knowledge. 33So the disciples said one to another, Did
anyone give him food? 34 Jesus said, My food is to do the pleasure of him who sent me
and to make his work complete. 35 You would say, Four months from now is the time
of the grain-cutting. Take a look, I say to you, at the fields; they are even nowwhite for
cutting. 36He who does the cutting now has his reward; he is getting together fruit for
eternal life, so that he who did the planting and he who gets in the grain may have joy
together. 37 In this the saying is a true one, Onedoes the planting, and another gets in the
grain. 38 I sent you to get in grainwhich youhadnohand inplanting: othermendid that
work, and you take the reward. 39Now a number of the people of that town had faith
in him because of the woman's witness: He has been talking to me of everything I ever
did. 40Sowhen the people came to him theymade request to him to be among them for
a time, and he was there two days. 41And a great number more of them came to have
faith in him because of what he himself said. 42And they said to the woman, Now we
have faith, but not because of your story: we ourselves have given ear to hiswords, and
weare certain that he is truly the Saviour of theworld. 43Andafter the twodayshewent
on from there into Galilee. 44For Jesus himself said that a prophet has no honour in the
country of his birth. 45 So when he came into Galilee, the Galilaeans took him to their
hearts because of the thingswhich theyhad seenhimdo in Jerusalemat the feast— they
themselveshavingbeen thereat the feast. 46Sohecame toCana inGalilee,wherehehad
made thewaterwine. And therewas a certainman of high positionwhose sonwas ill at
Capernaum. 47When it came to his ears that Jesus had come from Judaea into Galilee,
he went to him andmade a request that he would come down to his son, whowas near
to death, and make him well. 48 Then Jesus said to him, You will not have faith if you
do not see signs and wonders. 49 The man said, Sir, come down before my boy is dead.
50And Jesus said, Go in peace; your son is living. The man had faith in the word which
Jesus said to him and went away. 51And while he was going down, his servants came
to him and said, Your boy is living. 52 So he put a question to them as to the hour when
he became better; and they said to him, The disease went from him yesterday at the
seventh hour. 53 It was clear then to the father that thiswas the very time atwhich Jesus
said to him, Your son is living. And he had faith in Jesus, he and all his family. 54Now
this is the second sign which Jesus did after he had come out of Judaea into Galilee.

5
1 After these things there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.

2 Now in Jerusalem near the sheep-market there is a public bath which in Hebrew
is named Beth-zatha. It has five doorways. 3 In these doorways there were a great
number of people with different diseases: some unable to see, somewithout the power
of walking, some with wasted bodies. 4 [] 5 One man was there who had been ill for
thirty-eight years. 6When Jesus saw him there on the floor it was clear to him that he
had been now a long time in that condition, and so he said to the man, Is it your desire
to get well? 7 The ill man said in answer, Sir, I have nobody to put me into the bath
when the water is moving; and while I am on the way down some other person gets in
beforeme. 8 Jesus said to him, Get up, take your bed and go. 9And theman becamewell
straight away, and took up his bed and went. Now that day was the Sabbath. 10 So the
Jews said to themanwhohad beenmadewell, It is the Sabbath; and it is against the law
for you to take up your bed. 11He said to them, But he who made me well, said to me,
Takeup your bed and go. 12Then they put to him the question: Who is themanwho said
to you, Take it up and go? 13Now hewho had beenmadewell had no knowledgewho it
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was, Jesus having gone away because of the number of people who were in that place.
14After a time Jesus came across him in the Temple and said to him, See, you are well
and strong; do no more sin for fear a worse thing comes to you. 15The man went away
and said to the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him well. 16 And for this reason
the Jews were turned against Jesus, because he was doing these things on the Sabbath.
17But his answer was: My Father is still working even now, and so I amworking. 18For
this cause the Jews had an even greater desire to put Jesus to death, because not only
did he not keep the Sabbath but he said God was his Father, so making himself equal
with God. 19 So Jesus made answer and said, Truly I say to you, The Son is not able to
do anything himself; he is able to do only what he sees the Father doing; whatever the
Father does the Son does it in the same way. 20 For the Father has love for the Son and
lets him see everythingwhich he does: and hewill let him see greaterworks than these
so that you may be full of wonder. 21 In the same way, as the Father gives life to the
dead, even so the Son gives life to those to whom he is pleased to give it. 22 The Father
is not the judge of men, but he has given all decisions into the hands of the Son; 23 So
that all menmay give honour to the Son even as they give honour to the Father. Hewho
gives no honour to the Son gives no honour to the Father who sent him. 24 Truly I say
to you, The man whose ears are open to my word and who has faith in him who sent
me, has eternal life; he will not be judged, but has come from death into life. 25 Truly I
say to you, The time is coming, it has even now come, when the voice of the Son of God
will come to the ears of the dead, and those hearing it will have life. 26 For even as the
Father has life in himself, so he has given to the Son to have life in himself. 27And he
has given him authority to be judge because he is the Son ofman. 28Donot be surprised
at this: for the time is coming when his voice will come to all who are in the place of
the dead, 29And they will come out; those who have done good, into the new life; and
those who have done evil, to be judged. 30Of myself I am unable to do anything: as the
voice comes tome so I give a decision: andmy decision is right because I have no desire
to do what is pleasing to myself, but only what is pleasing to him who sent me. 31 If I
gavewitness aboutmyself, mywitnesswould not be true. 32There is anotherwho gives
witness about me and I am certain that the witness he gives about me is true. 33 You
sent to John and he gave true witness. 34But I have no need of a man's witness: I only
say these things so that youmay have salvation. 35He was a burning and shining light,
and for a time youwere ready to be happy in his light. 36But thewitnesswhich I have is
greater than that of John: the work which the Father has givenme to do, the very work
which I amnowdoing, is awitness that theFatherhas sentme. 37And theFatherhimself
who sentme has givenwitness aboutme. Not one of you has ever given ear to his voice;
his form you have not seen. 38And you have not kept his word in your hearts, because
you have not faith in him whom he has sent. 39 You make search in the holy Writings,
in the belief that through them you get eternal life; and it is those Writings which give
witness about me. 40And still you have no desire to come to me so that you may have
life. 41 I do not take honour frommen; 42But I have knowledge of you that you have no
love for God in your hearts. 43 I have come in my Father's name, and your hearts are
not open tome. If another comeswith no other authority but himself, youwill give him
your approval. 44How is it possible for you to have faith while you take honour one
fromanother andhave no desire for the honourwhich comes from the only God? 45Put
out of your minds the thought that I will say things against you to the Father: the one
who says things against you is Moses, on whom you put your hopes. 46 If you had belief
in Moses you would have belief in me; for his writings are about me. 47 If you have no
belief in his writings, howwill you have belief in mywords?



John 6:1 922 John 6:38

6
1After these things Jesuswent away to the other side of the sea of Galilee— that is, the

sea of Tiberias. 2 And a great number of people went after him because they saw the
signs which he did on those who were ill. 3 Then Jesus went up the mountain and was
seated therewithhis disciples. 4Now thePassover, a feast of the Jews,wasnear. 5Lifting
up his eyes, Jesus saw a great number of people coming to where he was, and he said
to Philip, Where may we get bread for all these people? 6 This he said, testing him: for
he had no doubt what he himself would do. 7 Philip made answer, Bread to the value
of two hundred pence would not be enough even to give everyone a little. 8One of his
disciples, Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, said to Jesus, 9 There is a boy here with
five barley cakes and two fishes: but what is that among such a number? 10 Jesus said,
Let the people be seated. Now there was much grass in that place. And those seated on
thegrasswereaboutfive thousand. 11Then Jesus took the cakesandhavinggivenpraise
to God, he gave them to the people who were seated, and the fishes in the same way, as
much as they had need of. 12Andwhen they had had enough, Jesus said to his disciples,
Take up the broken bits which are over, so that nothing may be wasted. 13 So they took
them up: twelve baskets full of broken bits of the five cakes which were over after the
people had had enough. 14And when the people saw the sign which he had done, they
said, Truly, this is theprophetwho is to come into theworld. 15Nowwhen Jesus saw that
the peoplewere about to come and take himby force tomake him a king, hewent away
again up the mountain by himself. 16When evening came the disciples went down to
the sea; 17And they took a boat and went across the sea in the direction of Capernaum.
By then it was dark and still Jesus had not come to them. 18 The sea was getting rough
because of a strongwindwhichwas blowing. 19After they had gone three or fourmiles
they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near to the boat; and they had great fear.
20But he said to them, It is I, have no fear. 21 Then they readily took him into the boat:
and straight away the boat was at the land to which they were going. 22 The day after,
the people whowere on the other side of the sea saw that only one small boat had been
there, that Jesus had not gone in that boat with the disciples, but that the disciples had
gone awayby themselves. 23Someother boats, however, came fromTiberias near to the
place where they had taken the bread after the Lord had given praise. 24 So when the
people saw that Jesus was not there, or his disciples, they got into those boats andwent
over to Capernaum looking for Jesus. 25And when they came across him on the other
side of the sea they said, Rabbi,whendidyou comehere? 26 Jesus, answering them, said,
Truly I say to you, You come afterme, not because you saw signs, but because youwere
given the bread and had enough. 27 Let your work not be for the food which comes to
an end, but for the foodwhich goes on for eternal life, which the Son ofmanwill give to
you, for on him has God the Father put his mark. 28Then they said to him, Howmaywe
do the works of God? 29 Jesus, answering, said to them, This is to do the work of God: to
have faith in himwhom God has sent. 30 So they said, What sign do you give us, so that
we may see and have faith in you? What do you do? 31Our fathers had the manna in
thewaste land, as theWritings say, He gave thembread fromheaven. 32 Jesus then said
to them, Truly I say to you, What Moses gave you was not the bread from heaven; it is
my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. 33The bread of God is the bread
which comes down out of heaven and gives life to theworld. 34Ah, Lord, they said, give
us that bread for ever! 35And this was the answer of Jesus: I am the bread of life. He
who comes to me will never be in need of food, and he who has faith in me will never
be in need of drink. 36 But it is as I said to you: you have seen me, and still you have
no faith. 37Whatever the Father gives to me will come to me; and I will not send away
anyonewho comes tome. 38For I have come down fromheaven, not to domy pleasure,
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but the pleasure of him who sent me. 39And this is the pleasure of him who sent me,
that I am not to let out of my hands anything which he has given me, but I am to give it
new life on the last day. 40 This, I say, is my Father's pleasure, that everyone who sees
the Son and has faith in him may have eternal life: and I will take him up on the last
day. 41Now the Jews said bitter things about Jesus because of his words, I am the bread
which came down from heaven. 42 And they said, Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph,
whose father and mother we have seen? How is it then that he now says, I have come
down from heaven? 43 Jesus made answer and said, Do not say things against me, one
to another. 44Noman is able to come tome if the Father who sent me does not give him
the desire to come: and I will take him up from the dead on the last day. 45Thewritings
of the prophets say, And they will all have teaching from God. Everyone whose ears
have been open to the teaching of the Father comes to me. 46Not that anyone has ever
seen the Father; only he who is from God, he has seen the Father. 47 Truly I say to you,
Hewho has faith inme has eternal life. 48 I am the bread of life. 49Your fathers took the
manna in thewaste land— and they are dead. 50The breadwhich comes fromheaven is
such bread that amanmay take it for food and never see death. 51 I am the living bread
which has come from heaven: if any man takes this bread for food he will have life for
ever: andmore than this, the breadwhich Iwill give ismyfleshwhich Iwill give for the
life of the world. 52 Then the Jews had an angry discussion among themselves, saying,
How is it possible for this man to give us his flesh for food? 53 Then Jesus said to them,
Truly I say to you, If you do not take the flesh of the Son of man for food, and if you do
not take his blood for drink, you have no life in you. 54He who takes my flesh for food
andmy blood for drink has eternal life: and I will take him up from the dead at the last
day. 55My flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. 56He who takes my flesh for
food and my blood for drink is in me and I in him. 57As the living Father has sent me,
and I have life because of the Father, even so hewho takesme for his foodwill have life
because of me. 58This is the breadwhich has come down from heaven. It is not like the
food which your fathers had: they took of the manna, and are dead; but he who takes
this bread for food will have life for ever. 59 Jesus said these things in the Synagogue
while he was teaching at Capernaum. 60 Then, hearing this, a number of his disciples
said, This is a hard saying; who is able to take in such teaching? 61When Jesus became
conscious that his disciples were protesting about what he said, he said to them, Does
this give you trouble? 62What then will you say if you see the Son of man going up to
where he was before? 63 The spirit is the life giver; the flesh is of no value: the words
which I have said to you are spirit and they are life. 64But still someof youhaveno faith.
For it was clear to Jesus from the first who they were who had no faith, and who it was
who would be false to him. 65And he said, This is why I said to you, No man is able to
come tome if he is not given the power to do so by the Father. 66Because ofwhat he said,
a number of the discipleswent back andwouldno longer gowithhim. 67So Jesus said to
the twelve, Have you a desire to go away? 68Then Simon Peter gave this answer: Lord,
to whom are we to go? you have the words of eternal life; 69Andwe have faith and are
certain that you are the Holy One of God. 70Then Jesus said, Did I not make a selection
of you, the twelve, and one of you is a son of the Evil One? 71Hewas talking of Judas, the
son of Simon Iscariot. It was he whowas to be false to Jesus— one of the twelve.

7
1After this, Jesus went from place to place in Galilee. He did not go about in Judaea,

because the Jews were looking for a chance to put him to death. 2 But the feast of the
Jews, the feast of tents, was near. 3 So his brothers said to him, Go away from here into
Judaea so that your disciples may see the works which you do. 4Because no man does
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things secretly if he has a desire that menmay have knowledge of him. If you do these
things, let yourself be seen by all men. 5 For even his brothers had no belief in him.
6 Jesus said to them, My time is still to come, but any time is good for you. 7 It is not
possible for you to be hated by the world; but I am hated by it, because I give witness
that what it does is evil. 8 Go you up to the feast: I am not going up now to the feast
because my time has not fully come. 9Having said these things to them, he still kept in
Galilee. 10But after his brothers had gone up to the feast, then he went up, not publicly,
but in secret. 11 At the feast the Jews were looking for him and saying, Where is he?
12And there wasmuch discussion about him among themass of the people. Some said,
He is a goodman; but others said, No, he is giving people false ideas. 13But noman said
anything about him openly for fear of the Jews. 14Now in the middle of the feast Jesus
went up to theTemple andwas teaching. 15Then the Jewswere surprised and said, How
has this man got knowledge of books? He has never been to school. 16 Jesus gave them
this answer: It is not my teaching, but his who sent me. 17 If any man is ready to do
God's pleasure he will have knowledge of the teaching and of where it comes from —
from God or from myself. 18 The man whose words come from himself is looking for
glory for himself, but he who is looking for the glory of him who sent him — that man
is true and there is no evil in him. 19Did not Moses give you the law? Even so, not one
of you keeps the law. Why have you a desire to put me to death? 20 The people said in
answer, You have an evil spirit: who has any desire to put you to death? 21This was the
answer of Jesus: I have done onework and you are all surprised at it. 22Moses gave you
circumcision — not that it comes from Moses, but from the fathers — and even on the
Sabbath you give a child circumcision. 23 If a child is given circumcision on the Sabbath
so that the lawofMosesmaynotbebroken,whyareyouangrywithmebecause Imadea
mancompletelywell on theSabbath? 24Letnotyourdecisionsbebasedonwhatyousee,
but on righteousness. 25Then some of the people of Jerusalem said, Is not this the man
whose death is desired? 26And here he is talking openly and they say nothing to him!
Is it possible that the rulers have knowledge that this is truly the Christ? 27However, it
is clear to us where this man comes from: but when the Christ comes no one will have
knowledge where he comes from. 28 Then, when he was teaching in the Temple, Jesus
said with a loud voice, You have knowledge of me and you have knowledge of where I
come from; and I have not come ofmyself; but there is Onewho has sentme; he is true,
but you have no knowledge of him. 29 I have knowledge of him because I came from
him and he sent me. 30 Then they had a desire to take him: but no man put hands on
him because his hourwas still to come. 31And numbers of the people had belief in him,
and they said, When the Christ comes will he do more signs than this man has done?
32 This discussion of the people came to the ears of the Pharisees; and the chief priests
and the Pharisees sent servants to take him. 33Then Jesus said, I will bewith you a little
longer and then I go to himwho sentme. 34Youwill be looking forme, and youwill not
see me: and where I am you may not come. 35 So the Jews said among themselves, To
what place is he going where we will not see him? will he go to the Jews living among
the Greeks and become the teacher of the Greeks? 36What is this saying of his, You will
be looking for me and will not see me, and where I am you may not come? 37On the
last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus got up and said in a loud voice, If any man is
in need of drink let him come to me and I will give it to him. 38He who has faith in me,
out of his body, as the Writings have said, will come rivers of living water. 39 This he
said of the Spirit whichwould be given to thosewho had faith in him: the Spirit had not
been given then, because the glory of Jesuswas still to come. 40When thesewords came
to their ears, some of the people said, This is certainly the prophet. 41Others said, This
is the Christ. But others said, Not so; will the Christ come from Galilee? 42Do not the
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Writings say that the Christ comes of the seed of David and from Beth-lehem, the little
town where David was? 43 So there was a division among the people because of him.
44And some of them had a desire to take him; but no man put hands on him. 45 Then
the servants went back to the chief priests and Pharisees, who said to them, Why have
you not got him with you? 46 The servants made answer, No man ever said things like
thisman. 47Then the Pharisees said to them, Have you, like the others, been given false
ideas? 48Have any of the rulers belief in him, or any one of the Pharisees? 49But these
peoplewhohaveno knowledge of the laware cursed. 50Nicodemus—hewhohad come
to Jesus before, being himself one of them— said to them, 51 Is aman judged by our law
before it has given him a hearing and has knowledge of what he has done? 52This was
their answer: And do you come from Galilee? Make search and you will see that no
prophet comes out of Galilee. 53 [And everymanwent to his house;

8
1But Jesus went to the Mountain of Olives. 2And early in themorning he came again

into the Temple and all the people came to him and hewas seated teaching them. 3Now
the scribes and Pharisees came,with awomanwhohad been taken in the act of sinning
against the married relation; 4And putting her forward, they said to him, Master, this
woman has been taken in the very act of sinning against the married relation. 5Now
in the law Moses gave directions that such women were to be stoned; what do you say
about it? 6 They said this, testing him, so that they might have something against him.
But Jesus, with his head bent down,made letters on the floorwith his finger. 7Butwhen
they went on with their questions, he got up and said to them, Let him among you who
is without sin be the first to send a stone at her. 8And again, with bent head, he made
letters on the floor. 9Andwhen his words came to their ears, they went out one by one,
starting with the oldest even to the last, because they were conscious of what was in
their hearts: and Jesus was there by himself with the woman before him. 10Then Jesus
got up, and seeing nobody but the woman, he said to her, Where are the men who said
things against you? did no one give a decision against you? 11 And she said, No man,
Lord. And Jesus said, And I do not give a decision against you: go, and never do wrong
again.] 12Then again Jesus said to them, I am the light of the world; he who comes with
me will not be walking in the dark but will have the light of life. 13 So the Pharisees
said to him, The witness you give is about yourself: your witness is not true. 14 Jesus
said in answer, Even if I give witness about myself, my witness is true, because I have
knowledge of where I came from and where I am going; but you have no knowledge
of where I come from or of where I am going. 15 You are judging from what you see;
I am judging no man. 16 Even if I am judging, my decision is right, because I am not
by myself — with me is the Father who sent me. 17 Even in your law it is said that the
witness of two men is true. 18 I give witness about myself and the Father who sent me
gives witness about me. 19 Then they said to him, Where is your Father? Jesus said in
answer, You have no knowledge of me or of my Father: if you had knowledge of me
you would have knowledge of my Father. 20 Jesus said these words in the place where
the offerings were stored, while he was teaching in the Temple: but no man took him
because his time was still to come. 21Then he said to them again, I am going away and
you will be looking for me, but death will overtake you in your sins. It is not possible
for you to come where I am going. 22 So the Jews said, Will he take his life? Is that why
he says, Where I go it is not possible for you to come? 23And he said to them, You are
of the earth; I am from heaven: you are of this world; I am not of this world. 24For this
reason I said to you that death will overtake you in your sins: for if you have not faith
that I amhe, deathwill come to youwhile you are in your sins. 25Then they said to him,
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Who are you? Jesus said, What I said to you from the first. 26 I have much to say about
you and against you: but he who sent me is true and what he has said to me I say to the
world. 27They did not see that his words were about the Father. 28 So Jesus said, When
the Son ofmanhas been lifted up by you, then it will be clear to youwho I am, and that I
do nothing of myself, but say as the Father gaveme teaching. 29Hewho sent me is with
me; he has not gone fromme, because at all times I do the things which are pleasing to
him. 30When he said this a number came to have faith in him. 31Then Jesus said to the
Jewswho had faith in him, If you keepmyword, then you are trulymy disciples; 32And
you will have knowledge of what is true, and that will make you free. 33 They said to
him in answer,We are Abraham's seed and have never been anyman's servant: why do
you say, You will become free? 34And this was the answer Jesus gave them: Truly I say
to you, Everyone who does evil is the servant of sin. 35Now the servant does not go on
living in the house for ever, but the son does. 36 If then the sonmakes you free, you will
be truly free. 37 I amconscious that youareAbraham's seed; but youhave adesire to put
me todeathbecausemywordhasnoplace inyou. 38 I say the thingswhich Ihave seen in
my Father's house: and you do the things which come to you from your father's house.
39 In answer they said to him, Our father is Abraham. Jesus said to them, If you were
Abraham's children you would do what Abraham did. 40But now you have a desire to
putme to death, amanwho has said to youwhat is true, as I had it fromGod: Abraham
did not do that. 41You are doing the works of your father. They said to him,We are true
sons of Abraham;we have one Father, who is God. 42 Jesus said to them, If Godwas your
Father you would have love for me, because it was from God I came and am here. I did
not come ofmyself, but he sent me. 43Why aremywords not clear to you? It is because
your ears are shut tomy teaching. 44Youare the childrenof your father theEvilOneand
it is your pleasure to do his desires. From the first he was a taker of life; and he did not
go in the trueway because there is no true thing in him. When he sayswhat is false, it is
natural to him, for he is false and the father of what is false. 45But because I saywhat is
true, you have no belief in me. 46Which of you is able truly to say that I am a sinner? If
I saywhat is true, why have you no belief inme? 47Hewho is a child of God gives ear to
the words of God: your ears are not open to them because you are not fromGod. 48The
Jews said to him in answer, Arewe not right in saying that you are of Samaria and have
an evil spirit? 49And this was the answer of Jesus: I have not an evil spirit; but I give
honour to my Father and you do not give honour to me. 50 I, however, am not in search
of glory for myself: there is One who is searching for it and he is judge. 51 Truly I say
to you, If a man keeps my word he will never see death. 52 The Jews said to him, Now
weare certain that youhave an evil spirit. Abraham is dead, and the prophets are dead;
andyou say, If amankeepsmywordhewill never seedeath. 53Are yougreater thanour
father Abraham,who is dead? and the prophets are dead: who do you say that you are?
54 Jesus said in answer, If I take glory formyself, my glory is nothing: it ismy Fatherwho
gives me glory, of whom you say that he is your God. 55You have no knowledge of him,
but I have knowledge of him; and if I said I have no knowledge of him Iwould be talking
falsely like you: but I have full knowledge of him, and I keep his word. 56 Your father
Abraham was full of joy at the hope of seeing my day: he saw it and was glad. 57 Then
the Jews said to him, You are not fifty years old; have you seen Abraham? 58 Jesus said
to them, Truly I say to you, Before Abraham came into being, I am. 59 So they took up
stones to send at him: but Jesus got secretly out of theirway andwent out of the Temple.

9
1Andwhenhewent onhisway, he sawamanblind frombirth. 2Andhis disciples put

a question to him, saying,Master, was it because of thisman's sin, or the sin of his father
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andmother, that hehas beenblind frombirth? 3 Jesus said in answer, Itwasnot because
of his sin, or because of his father's ormother's; it was so that theworks of Godmight be
seen openly in him. 4While it is day we have to do the works of him who sent me: the
night comeswhen noworkmay be done. 5As long as I am in theworld, I am the light of
the world. 6Having said these words, he put earth, mixed with water from his mouth,
on the man's eyes, 7And said to him, Go and make yourself clean in the bath of Siloam
(the sense of the name is, Sent). So he went away and, after washing, came back able
to see. 8 Then the neighbours and others who had seen him before in the street, with
his hand out for money, said, Is not this the man who got money from people? 9 Some
said, It is he: others said, No, but he is like him. He said, I am he. 10 So they said to him,
How thenwere your eyesmade open? 11His answerwas: Themanwho is named Jesus
put earth mixed with water on my eyes, and said to me, Go and make yourself clean
in Siloam: so I went away and, after washing, am now able to see. 12And they said to
him, Where is he? His answer was: I have no knowledge. 13 They took him before the
Pharisees— thismanwhohadbeenblind. 14Now theday onwhich the earthwasmixed
by Jesus and the man's eyes were made open was the Sabbath. 15 So the Pharisees put
morequestions tohimabouthowhis eyeshadbeenmadeopen. Andhe said to them,He
put earth onmyeyes, and I hadawashandamable to see. 16Then someof the Pharisees
said, That man has not come from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath. Others said,
How is it possible for a sinner to do such signs? So there was a division among them.
17Again they said to the blind man, What have you to say about him for opening your
eyes? And he said, He is a prophet. 18Now the Jews had no belief in the statement that
hehadbeenblind andwasnowable to see, till they sent for the father andmother of the
man whose eyes had been made open, 19And put the question to them, saying, Is this
your son, of whom you say that he was blind at birth? how is it then that he is now able
to see? 20 In answer his father and mother said, We are certain that this is our son and
that he was blind at birth: 21 But how it is he is now able to see, or who made his eyes
open, we are not able to say: put the question to him; he is old enough to give an answer
for himself. 22 They said this because of their fear of the Jews: for the Jews had come
to an agreement that if any man said that Jesus was the Christ he would be put out of
the Synagogue. 23Thatwas the reasonwhy they said, He is old enough; put the question
to him. 24 So they sent a second time for the man who had been blind and they said to
him, Give glory to God: it is clear to us that this man is a sinner. 25He said in answer, I
have no knowledge if he is a sinner or not, but one thing I am certain about; I was blind,
and now I see. 26Then they said to him,What did he do to you? how did he give you the
use of your eyes? 27His answerwas: I have said it before, but your ears were shut: why
would you have me say it again? is it your desire to become his disciples? 28And they
were angrywith him and said, You are his disciple, but we are disciples ofMoses. 29We
are certain that God gave hisword toMoses: but as for thisman,we have no knowledge
wherehe comes from. 30Theman said in answer,Why, here is a strange thing! Youhave
no knowledge where he comes from though he gaveme the use of my eyes. 31We have
knowledge that God does not give ear to sinners, but if anyman is a worshipper of God
and does his pleasure, to him God's ears are open. 32 In all the years nobody has ever
before seen the eyes of a man blind from birth made open. 33 If this man did not come
from God he would be unable to do anything. 34 Their answer was: You came to birth
through sin; do youmake yourself our teacher? And they put himout of the Synagogue.
35 It came to the ears of Jesus that they had put him out, andmeeting him he said, Have
you faith in the Son of man? 36He said in answer, And who is he, Lord? Say, so that I
may have faith in him. 37 Jesus said to him, You have seen him; it is he who is talking
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to you. 38And he said, Lord, I have faith. And he gave himworship. 39And Jesus said, I
came into this world to be a judge, so that those who do not seemay see, and those who
seemay become blind. 40These words came to the ears of the Pharisees whowerewith
him and they said to him, Are we, then, blind? 41 Jesus said to them, If you were blind
you would have no sin: but now that you say, We see; your sin is there still.

10
1 Truly I say to you, He who does not go through the door into the place where the

sheep are kept, but gets in by some other way, is a thief and an outlaw. 2Hewho goes in
by the door is the keeper of the sheep. 3 The porter lets him in; and the sheep give ear
to his voice; he says over the names of the sheep, and takes them out. 4When he has got
them all out, he goes before them, and the sheep go after him, for they have knowledge
of his voice. 5Theywill not go after anotherwho is not their keeper, butwill go fromhim
in flight, because his voice is strange to them. 6 In this Jesus was teaching them in the
form of a story: but what he saidwas not clear to them. 7So Jesus said again, Truly I say
to you, I am the door of the sheep. 8All who came before me are thieves and outlaws:
but the sheep did not give ear to them. 9 I am the door: if anyman goes in throughmehe
will have salvation, andwill go inandgoout, andwill get food. 10The thief comesonly to
take the sheep and to put them to death: he comes for their destruction: I have come so
that theymayhave life andhave it in greatermeasure. 11 I am the good keeper of sheep:
the good keeper gives his life for the sheep. 12He who is a servant, and not the keeper
or the owner of the sheep, sees thewolf coming and goes in flight, away from the sheep;
and the wolf comes down on them and sends them in all directions: 13Because he is a
servant he has no interest in the sheep. 14 I am the good keeper; I have knowledge ofmy
sheep, and they have knowledge ofme, 15Even as the Father has knowledge ofme and I
of the Father; and I am givingmy life for the sheep. 16And I have other sheepwhich are
not of this field: I will be their guide in the sameway, and theywill give ear tomy voice,
so there will be one flock and one keeper. 17 For this reason am I loved by the Father,
because I give up my life so that I may take it again. 18No one takes it away fromme; I
give it up of myself. I have power to give it up, and I have power to take it again. These
orders I have frommy Father. 19There was a division again among the Jews because of
these words. 20And a number of them said, He has an evil spirit and is out of his mind;
why do you give ear to him? 21Others said, These are not the words of one who has an
evil spirit. Is it possible for an evil spirit to make blind people see? 22 Then came the
feast of the opening of the Temple in Jerusalem: it waswinter; 23And Jesuswaswalking
in the Temple, in Solomon's coveredway. 24Then the Jews came roundhim, saying, how
long are you going to keep us in doubt? If you are the Christ, say so clearly. 25 Jesus said
in answer, I have said it and you have no belief: the works which I do in my Father's
name, these givewitness aboutme. 26But you have no belief because you are not ofmy
sheep. 27My sheep give ear to my voice, and I have knowledge of them, and they come
afterme: 28And I give themeternal life; theywill never come to destruction, andno one
will ever take them out of my hand. 29That which my Father has given to me has more
value than all; and no one is able to take anything out of the Father's hand. 30 I and my
Father are one. 31 Then the Jews took up stones again to send at him. 32 Jesus said to
them in answer, I have let you see a number of good works from the Father; for which
of those works are you stoning me? 33 This was their answer: We are not stoning you
for a good work but for evil words; because being a man you make yourself God. 34 In
answer, Jesus said, Is there not a saying in your law, I said, You are gods? 35 If he said
they were gods, to whom the word of God came (and theWritings may not be broken),
36Do you say of him whom the Father made holy and sent into the world, Your words
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are evil; because I said, I am God's Son? 37 If I am not doing the works of my Father, do
not have belief inme; 38But if I amdoing them, thenhave belief in theworks even if you
have no belief inme; so that youmay see clearly and be certain that the Father is inme
and I am in the Father. 39Then again theymade an attempt to take him; but he got away
from them. 40Andhewent again to the other side of the Jordan, to the placewhere John
first gave baptism; and he was there for a time. 41And a great number of people came
to him, saying, John did no sign: but everything John said of this man was true. 42And
a number came to have faith in him there.

11
1 Now a certain man named Lazarus was ill; he was of Bethany, the town of Mary

and her sister Martha. 2 (The Mary whose brother Lazarus was ill, was the Mary who
put perfumed oil on the Lord and made his feet dry with her hair.) 3 So the sisters sent
to him, saying, Lord, your dear friend is ill. 4When this came to his ears, Jesus said,
The end of this disease is not death, but the glory of God, so that the Son of God may
have glory because of it. 5Now Jesus had love in his heart forMartha and her sister and
Lazarus. 6 So when the news came to him that Lazarus was ill, he did not go from the
placewhere hewas for two days. 7Then after that time he said to his disciples, Let us go
into Judaea again. 8The disciples said to him,Master, the Jewswere attempting only the
other day to have you stoned, and are you going back there again? 9Then Jesus said in
answer, Are there not twelve hours in the day? Amanmay go about in the day without
falling, because he sees the light of this world. 10But if aman goes about in the night, he
may have a fall because the light is not in him. 11These things said he: and after that he
said to them, Lazarus our friend is at rest; but I go so that I may make him come out of
his sleep. 12Then his disciples said to him, Lord, if he is resting hewill get well. 13 Jesus,
however,was talkingof his death: but theyhad the idea that hewas talking about taking
rest in sleep. 14Then Jesus said to them clearly, Lazarus is dead. 15And because of you I
amglad Iwasnot there, so that youmayhave faith; but let us go to him. 16ThenThomas,
who was named Didymus, said to the other disciples, Let us go so that we may be with
him in death. 17Now when Jesus came, he made the discovery that Lazarus had been
put into the earth four days before. 18Now Bethany was near to Jerusalem, about two
milesaway; 19Andanumberof Jewshadcome toMarthaandMary togive themcomfort
about their brother. 20WhenMartha had the news that Jesus was on the way, she went
out to him, but Mary did not go from the house. 21 Then Martha said to Jesus, Lord, if
you had been here my brother would not be dead. 22 But I am certain that, even now,
whatever request you make to God, God will give it to you. 23 Jesus said to her, Your
brother will come to life again. 24Martha said to him, I am certain that he will come to
life again when all come back from the dead at the last day. 25 Jesus said to her, I am
myself that day and that life; he who has faith in me will have life even if he is dead;
26And no one who is living and has faith in me will ever see death. Is this your faith?
27 She said to him, Yes, Lord: my faith is that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who
was to come into the world. 28 And having said this, she went away and said secretly
to her sister Mary, The Master is here and has sent for you. 29And Mary, hearing this,
got up quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not at this time come into the town,
but was still in the place where Martha had seen him. 31Then the Jews who were with
her in the house, comforting her, when they sawMary get up quickly and go out, went
after her in the belief that shewas going to the place of the dead andwould beweeping
there. 32WhenMary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she went down at his feet,
saying, Lord, if you had been here my brother would not be dead. 33 And when Jesus
saw her weeping, and saw the Jews weeping who came with her, his spirit was moved
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and he was troubled, 34And said, Where have you put him? They said, Come and see,
Lord. 35And Jesushimselfwasweeping. 36So the Jews said, Seehowdearhewas tohim!
37But some of them said, This man, who made open the eyes of the blind man, was he
not able to keep his friend fromdeath? 38So Jesus, deeply troubled in heart, came to the
place of the dead. It was a hole in the rock, and a stone was over the opening. 39 Jesus
said, Take away the stone. Martha, the sister of him who was dead, said, Lord, by this
time the bodywill be smelling, for he has been dead four days. 40 Jesus said to her, Did I
not say to you that if you had faith youwould see the glory of God? 41So they took away
the stone. And Jesus, looking up to heaven, said, Father, I give praise to you for hearing
me. 42 I was certain that your ears are at all times open to me, but I said it because of
these who are here, so that they may see that you sent me. 43 Then he said in a loud
voice, Lazarus, come out! 44And he who was dead came out, with linen bands folded
tightly about his hands and feet, anda cloth about his face. Jesus said to them,Makehim
free and let him go. 45Then a number of the Jews who had come to Mary and had seen
the things which Jesus did had belief in him. 46But some of themwent to the Pharisees
with the news of what Jesus had done. 47Then the high priests and the Pharisees had a
meeting and said, What are we doing? This man is doing a number of signs. 48 If we let
him go on in this way, everybodywill have belief in him and the Romanswill come and
take away our place and our nation. 49But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest
that year, said to them, You have no knowledge of anything; 50 You do not see that it is
in your interest for oneman to be put to death for the people, so that all the nationmay
not come to destruction. 51He did not say this of himself, but being the high priest that
year he said, as a prophet, that Jesuswould be put to death for the nation; 52And not for
that nation only, but for the purpose of uniting in one body the children of God all over
the world. 53 And from that day they took thought together how to put him to death.
54So Jesus no longer went about publicly among the Jews, but went from there into the
country near to thewaste land, to a town named Ephraim, where hewas for some time
with the disciples. 55Now the Passover of the Jews was near, and numbers of people
went up from the country to Jerusalem to make themselves clean before the Passover.
56Theywere looking for Jesus and saying to one anotherwhile theywere in the Temple,
What is your opinion? Will he not come to the feast? 57Now the chief priests and the
Pharisees had given orders that if anyone had knowledgewhere hewas, he was to give
themword, so that theymight take him.

12
1Then, sixdaysbefore thePassover, Jesus came toBethanywhereLazaruswas,whom

Jesus had made to come back from the dead. 2 So they made him a meal there, and he
was waited on by Martha, and Lazarus was among those who were seated with him
at table. 3 Then Mary, taking a pound of perfumed oil of great value, put it on the feet
of Jesus and made them dry with her hair: and the house became full of the smell of
the perfume. 4 But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot (who was to give him up), said,
5Why was not this perfume traded for three hundred pence, and the money given to
the poor? 6 (He said this, not because he had any love for the poor; but because he was
a thief, and, having the money-bag, took for himself what was put into it.) 7Then Jesus
said, Let her be. Let her keep what she has for the day of my death. 8 The poor you
have ever with you, but me you have not for ever. 9 Then a great number of the Jews
had news that he was there: and they came, not only because of Jesus, but so that they
might see Lazaruswho had been dead and towhomhe had given life. 10Now therewas
talk among the chief priests of putting Lazarus to death; 11 For because of him a great
number of the Jewswent away and had belief in Jesus. 12The day after, a great number
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of people who were there for the feast, when they had the news that Jesus was coming
to Jerusalem, 13Took branches of palm-trees andwent out to him, crying, A blessing on
himwho comes in the name of the Lord, the King of Israel! 14And Jesus saw a young ass
and took his seat on it; as the Writings say, 15Have no fear, daughter of Zion: see your
King is coming, seated on a young ass. 16 (These things were not clear to his disciples
at first: but when Jesus had been lifted up into his glory, then it came to their minds
that these things in the Writings were about him and that they had been done to him.)
17Now the people who were with him when his voice came to Lazarus in the place of
the dead, and gave him life again, had been talking about it. 18And that was the reason
the peoplewent out to him, because it had come to their ears that he had done this sign.
19 Then the Pharisees said one to another, You see, you are unable to do anything: the
world has gone after him. 20Now there were some Greeks among the people who had
come up to give worship at the feast: 21 They came to Philip, who was of Beth-saida in
Galilee, andmade a request, saying, Sir, we have a desire to see Jesus. 22Philipwent and
gave word of it to Andrew; and Andrew went with Philip to Jesus. 23And Jesus said to
them in answer, The hour of the glory of the Son of man has come. 24Truly I say to you,
If a seed of grain does not go into the earth and come to an end, it is still a seed and no
more; but through its death it gives much fruit. 25He who is in love with life will have
it taken from him; and he who has no care for his life in this world will keep it for ever
and ever. 26 If anyman ismy servant, let him come afterme; andwhere I am, there will
my servant be. If anymanbecomesmy servant,my Fatherwill give himhonour. 27Now
is my soul troubled; and what am I to say? Father, keep me from this hour. No: for this
purpose have I come to this hour. 28Father, give glory to your name. Then there came a
voice out of heaven, saying, I have given it glory, and Iwill give it glory again. 29Hearing
the sound, a number of peoplewhowere there said that it was thunder: others said, An
angelwas talking to him. 30 Jesus said in answer, This voice camenot formebut for you.
31Now is this world to be judged: now will the ruler of this world be sent out. 32And I,
if I am lifted up from the earth, will make all men come tome. 33 (This he said, pointing
to the sort of death he would have.) 34 Then the people in answer said to him, The law
says that the Christ will have life without end: how say you then that it is necessary for
the Son of man to be lifted up? Who is this Son of man? 35 Jesus said to them, For a little
time longer the light will be among you; while you have the light go on walking in it, so
that thedarkmaynot overtake you: onewalking in thedarkhasnoknowledgeofwhere
he is going. 36 In so far as you have the light, put your faith in the light so that you may
become sons of light. With these words Jesus went away and for a time was not seen
again by them. 37 But though he had done such a number of signs before them, they
still had no belief in him: 38 So that the words of the prophet Isaiah might come true,
when he said, Lord, who has any belief in our preaching? and the arm of the Lord, to
whomhas it been unveiled? 39For this reason theywere unable to have belief, because
Isaiah said again, 40He has made their eyes blind, and their hearts hard; for fear that
they might see with their eyes and get knowledge with their hearts, and be changed,
and I might make them well. 41 (Isaiah said these words because he saw his glory. His
words were about him.) 42However, a number even of the rulers had belief in him, but
because of the Pharisees they did not say so openly for fear that they might be shut out
from the Synagogue: 43 For the praise of men was dearer to them than the approval of
God. 44 Then Jesus said with a loud voice, He who has faith in me, has faith not in me,
but in him who sent me. 45And he who sees me, sees him who sent me. 46 I have come
as a light into theworld, so that no onewho has faith inmewill go on living in the dark.
47And if anymangives ear tomywords anddoesnot keep them, I amnot his judge: I did
not come to be judge of the world but to give salvation to the world. 48Hewho puts me
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on one side and does not takemywords to heart, is notwithout a judge: thewordwhich
I have said will be his judge on the last day. 49 For I have not said it on my authority,
but the Father who sent me gaveme orders what to say and how to say it. 50And I have
knowledge that his order is eternal life: so that the things which I say, I say them even
as the Father says them tome.

13
1Now before the feast of the Passover, it was clear to Jesus that the time had come

for him to go away from this world to the Father. Having once had love for those in the
world who were his, his love for them went on to the end. 2 So while a meal was going
on, the Evil One having now put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to be
false to him, 3 Jesus, being conscious that the Father had put everything into his hands,
and that he came from God and was going to God, 4Got up from table, put off his robe
and took a cloth andput it roundhim. 5Thenhe putwater into a basin andwaswashing
the feet of the disciples and drying them with the cloth which was round him. 6 So he
came to Simon Peter. Peter said, Lord, are my feet to be washed by you? 7 And Jesus,
answering, said to him, What I do is not clear to you now, but it will be clear to you in
time to come. 8 Peter said, I will never let my feet be washed by you, never. Jesus said
in answer, If I do not make you clean you have no part with me. 9 Simon Peter said to
him, Lord, not my feet only, but my hands and my head. 10 Jesus said to him, He who is
bathed has need only to have his feet washed and then he is clean all over: and you,my
disciples, are clean, but not all of you. 11 (He had knowledge who was false to him; that
is why he said, You are not all clean.) 12 Then, after washing their feet and putting on
his robe again, he took his seat and said to them, Do you see what I have done to you?
13 You give me the name of Master and Lord: and you are right; that is what I am. 14 If
then I, the Lord and the Master, have made your feet clean, it is right for you to make
one another's feet clean. 15 I have given you an example, so that you may do what I
have done to you. 16 Truly I say to you, A servant is not greater than his lord; and he
who is sent is not greater than the one who sent him. 17 If these things are clear to you,
happy are you if you do them. 18 I amnot talking of you all: I have knowledge ofmy true
disciples, but things are as they are, so that theWritingsmay come true, The foot of him
who takes bread with me is lifted up against me. 19 From this time forward, I give you
knowledge of things before they come about, so that when they come about you may
have belief that I am he. 20 Truly I say to you, He who takes to his heart anyone whom
I send, takes me to his heart; and he who so takes me, takes him who sent me. 21When
Jesus had said this hewas troubled in spirit, and gavewitness, saying, Truly I say to you,
that one of you will be false to me. 22Then the eyes of the disciples were turned on one
another, in doubt as to whom he had inmind. 23There was at table one of his disciples,
the one dear to Jesus, resting his head on Jesus' breast. 24Making a sign to him, Simon
Peter said, Who is it he is talking about? 25He, then, resting his head on Jesus' breast,
said to him, Lord, who is it? 26 This was the answer Jesus gave: It is the one to whom I
will give this bit of bread after I have put it in the vessel. Then he took the bit of bread,
put it into the vessel, and gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. 27And when Judas
took the bread Satan went into him. Then Jesus said to him, Do quickly what you have
to do. 28Now it was not clear to anyone at table why he said this to him. 29 Some were
of the opinion that because Judas kept the money-bag Jesus said to him, Get the things
we have need of for the feast; or, that he was to give something to the poor. 30 So Judas,
having taken the bit of bread, straight awaywent out: and itwas night. 31Thenwhenhe
had gone out, Jesus said, Now is glory given to the Son ofman, and God is given glory in
him. 32 If God is given glory in him, Godwill give him glory in himself, andwill give him
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glory even now. 33My dear children, I am only to be with you a little longer. Then you
will be looking for me: and as I said to the Jews, so now I say to you, Where I am going
you may not come. 34 I give you a new law: Have love one for another; even as I have
had love for you, so are you to have love one for another. 35By this it will be clear to all
men that you are my disciples, if you have love one for another. 36 Simon Peter said to
him, Lord, where are you going? Jesus said in answer, Where I am going you may not
come with me now, but you will come later. 37 Peter said to him, Why may I not come
with you even now? I will give upmy life for you. 38 Jesus said in answer, Will you give
up your life forme? Truly I say to you, Before the cry of the cock youwill have said three
times that you are not my disciple.

14
1 Let not your heart be troubled: have faith in God and have faith in me. 2 In my

Father's house are rooms enough; if it was not so, would I have said that I am going
to make ready a place for you? 3And if I go andmake ready a place for you, I will come
back again andwill take you to bewithme, so that youmay bewhere I am. 4And you all
have knowledge of where I am going, and of theway to it. 5Thomas said, Lord, we have
no knowledge ofwhere you are going; howmaywe have knowledge of theway? 6 Jesus
said to him, I am the true and livingway: no one comes to the Father but byme. 7 If you
had knowledge of me, you would have knowledge of my Father: you have knowledge
of him now and have seen him. 8 Philip said to him, Lord, let us see the Father, and we
have need of nothingmore. 9 Jesus said to him, Philip, have I beenwith you all this time,
and still you have no knowledge of me? He who has seen me has seen the Father. Why
do you say, Let us see the Father? 10Have you not faith that I am in the Father and the
Father is in me? The words which I say to you, I say not from myself: but the Father
who is in me all the time does his works. 11Have faith that I am in the Father and that
the Father is in me: at least, have faith in me because of what I do. 12Truly I say to you,
He who puts his faith in me will do the very works which I do, and he will do greater
things than these, because I am going to my Father. 13And whatever request youmake
in my name, that I will do, so that the Father may have glory in the Son. 14 If you make
any request to me in my name, I will do it. 15 If you have love for me, you will keep my
laws. 16And I will make prayer to the Father and he will give you another Helper to be
with you for ever, 17Even the Spirit of true knowledge. That Spirit the world is not able
to take to its heart because it sees him not and has no knowledge of him: but you have
knowledge of him, because he is ever with you and will be in you. 18 I will not let you
be without a friend: I am coming to you. 19A little time longer, and the world will see
me no more; but you will see me; and you will be living because I am living. 20At that
time it will be clear to you that I am inmy Father, and you are in me, and I in you. 21He
who hasmy laws and keeps them, he it is who has love forme: and hewho has love for
me will be loved by my Father, and I will have love for him and will let myself be seen
clearly by him. 22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, How is it that you will let yourself be
seen clearly by us and not by the world? 23 Jesus said to him in answer, If anyone has
love forme, hewill keepmywords: and hewill be dear tomy Father; andwewill come
to him andmake our living-place with him. 24Hewho has no love forme does not keep
my words; and the word which you are hearing is not my word but the Father's who
sentme. 25 I have said all this to youwhile I am still with you. 26But theHelper, theHoly
Spirit, whom the Fatherwill send inmyname,will be your teacher in all things andwill
put you in mind of everything I have said to you. 27May peace be with you; my peace
I give to you: I give it not as the world gives. Let not your heart be troubled; let it be
without fear. 28Keep inmind how I said to you, I go away and come to you again. If you
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had love for me you would be glad, because I am going to the Father: for the Father is
greater than I. 29And now I have given you word of it before it comes, so that, when it
comes, youmay have faith. 30After this I will not say much to you, because the ruler of
this world comes: and he has no power overme; 31But he comes so that the worldmay
see that I have love for the Father, and that I am doing as I am ordered by the Father.
Get up, and let us go.

15
1 I am the true vine and my Father is the gardener. 2He takes away every branch in

mewhich has no fruit, and every branchwhich has fruit hemakes clean, so that it may
have more fruit. 3 You are clean, even now, through the teaching which I have given
you. 4Be inme at all times as I am in you. As the branch is not able to give fruit of itself,
if it is not still on the vine, so you are not able to do so if you are not in me. 5 I am the
vine, you are the branches: hewho is inme at all times as I am in him, givesmuch fruit,
because without me you are able to do nothing. 6 If a man does not keep himself in me,
he becomes dead and is cut off like a dry branch; such branches are taken up and put
in the fire and burned. 7 If you are in me at all times, and my words are in you, then
anything forwhich youmake a requestwill be done for you. 8Here ismy Father's glory,
in that you give much fruit and so are my true disciples. 9Even as the Father has given
me his love, so I have given my love to you: be ever in my love. 10 If you keep my laws,
you will be ever in my love, even as I have kept my Father's laws, and am ever in his
love. 11 I have said these things to you so that I may have joy in you and so that your
joy may be complete. 12 This is the law I give you: Have love one for another, even as I
have love for you. 13Greater love has no man than this, that a man gives up his life for
his friends. 14 You are my friends, if you do what I give you orders to do. 15No longer
do I give you the name of servants; because a servant is without knowledge of what his
master is doing: I give you the name of friends, because I have given you knowledge of
all the thingswhichmy Father has said tome. 16You did not takeme for yourselves, but
I took you formyself; and I gave you thework of going about and producing fruit which
will be for ever; so that whatever request you make to the Father in my name he may
give it to you. 17 So this is my law for you: Have love one for another. 18 If you are hated
by the world, keep in mind that I was hated by the world before you. 19 If you were of
the world, youwould be loved by theworld: but because you are not of the world, but I
have taken you out of the world, you are hated by theworld. 20Keep inmind thewords
I said to you, A servant is not greater than his lord. If they were cruel to me, they will
be cruel to you; if they kept my words, they will keep yours. 21 They will do all this to
you because of my name — because they have no knowledge of him who sent me. 22 If
I had not come and been their teacher they would have had no sin: but now they have
no reason to give for their sin. 23He who has hate for me has hate for my Father. 24 If
I had not done among them the works which no other man ever did, they would have
had no sin: but now they have seen, and they have had hate in their hearts for me and
my Father. 25This comes about so that the writing in their lawmay bemade true, Their
hate formewaswithout cause. 26When theHelper comes,whomIwill send to you from
the Father even the Spirit of true knowledge who comes from the Father— he will give
witness aboutme; 27Andyou, in addition,will givewitness because youhave beenwith
me from the first.

16
1 I have said these things to you so that youmaynotbe indoubt. 2Theywill put youout

of the Synagogues: yes, the time is coming when whoever puts you to death will have
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the belief that he is doing God's pleasure. 3 They will do these things to you because
they have not had knowledge of the Father or of me. 4 I have said these things to you
so that when the time comes, what I have said may come to your mind. I did not say
them to you at the first, because then I was still with you. 5But now I am going to him
who sent me; and not one of you says to me, Where are you going? 6 But your hearts
are full of sorrow because I have said these things. 7 But what I am saying is true: my
going is for your good: for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I
go, I will send him to you. 8And he, when he comes, will make the world conscious of
sin, and of righteousness, and of being judged: 9Of sin, because they have not faith in
me; 10Of righteousness, because I go to the Father and you will see me no more; 11Of
being judged, because the ruler of thisworld has been judged. 12 I have stillmuch to say
to you, but you are not strong enough for it now. 13However, when he, the Spirit of true
knowledge, has come, he will be your guide into all true knowledge: for his words will
not come from himself, but whatever has come to his hearing, that he will say: and he
will make clear to you the things to come. 14Hewill give me glory, because he will take
of what is mine, and make it clear to you. 15 Everything which the Father has is mine:
that iswhy I say, Hewill take ofwhat ismine andwillmake it clear to you. 16After a little
time you will see me no longer; and then again, after a little time, you will see me. 17 So
someof the disciples said one to another,What is this he is saying, After a little time, you
will seemeno longer; and thenagain, after a little time, youwill seeme? and, I amgoing
to the Father? 18So they said again and again,What is this he is saying, A little time? His
words are not clear to us. 19 Jesus saw that they had a desire to put the question to him,
so he said to them, Is this what you are questioning one with another, why I said, After
a little time, you will see me no longer; and then again, after a little time, you will see
me? 20Truly I say to you, Youwill beweeping and sorrowing, but theworldwill be glad:
you will be sad, but your sorrow will be turned into joy. 21When a woman is about to
give birth she has sorrow, because her hour is come; but when she has given birth to
the child, the pain is put out of her mind by the joy that a man has come into the world.
22So youhave sorrownow: but Iwill see you again, and your heartswill be glad, andno
one will take away your joy. 23And on that day you will put no questions to me. Truly I
say to you, Whatever request youmake to the Father, he will give it to you in my name.
24Up to now you have made no request in my name: do so, and it will be answered, so
that your hearts may be full of joy. 25All this I have said to you in veiled language: but
the time is coming when I will no longer say things in veiled language but will give you
knowledge of the Father clearly. 26 In that day youwill make requests inmy name: and
I do not say that I will make prayer to the Father for you, 27For the Father himself gives
his love to you, because you have given your love to me and have had faith that I came
fromGod. 28 I came out from the Father and have come into theworld: again, I go away
from the world and go to the Father. 29His disciples said, Now you are talking clearly
and not in veiled language. 30Nowwe are certain that you have knowledge of all things
and have no need for anyone to put questions to you: through this we have faith that
you came fromGod. 31 Jesusmade answer, Have you faith now? 32See, a time is coming,
yes, it is now here, when youwill go away in all directions, everyman to his house, and
I will be bymyself: but I am not bymyself, because the Father is with me. 33 I have said
all these things to you so that inme youmay have peace. In theworld you have trouble:
but take heart! I have overcome the world.

17
1 Jesus said these things; then, lifting his eyes to heaven, he said, Father, the time has

now come; give glory to your Son, so that the Son may give glory to you: 2 Even as you
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gave him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all those whom you have given
to him. 3 And this is eternal life: to have knowledge of you, the only true God, and
of him whom you have sent, even Jesus Christ. 4 I have given you glory on the earth,
having done all the work which you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, let me have
glory with you, even that glory which I had with you before the world was. 6 I have
given knowledge of your name to the men whom you gave me out of the world: yours
they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your words. 7Now it is clear
to them that whatever you have given to me comes from you: 8 Because I have given
them the words which you gave to me; and they have taken them to heart, and have
certain knowledge that I came from you, and they have faith that you sent me. 9My
prayer is for them: my prayer is not for the world, but for those whom you have given
to me, because they are yours 10 (All mine are yours, and yours are mine) and I have
glory in them. 11 And now I will be no longer in the world, but they are in the world
and I come to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name which you have given to me,
so that they may be one even as we are one. 12While I was with them I kept them safe
in your namewhich you have given to me: I took care of them and not one of them has
come to destruction, but only the son of destruction, so that the Writings might come
true. 13 And now I come to you; and these things I say in the world so that they may
have my joy complete in them. 14 I have given your word to them; and they are hated
by the world, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 15My
prayer is not that youwill take them out of the world, but that youwill keep them from
the Evil One. 16 They are not of the world any more than I am of the world. 17Make
them holy by the true word: your word is the true word. 18 Even as you have sent me
into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 19And for them I make myself holy,
so that they may be made truly holy. 20My prayer is not for them only, but for all who
will have faith in me through their word; 21May they all be one! Even as you, Father,
are in me and I am in you, so let them be in us, so that all men may come to have faith
that you sent me. 22And the glory which you have given to me I have given to them, so
that they may be one even as we are one; 23 I in them, and you in me, so that they may
bemade completely one, and so that it may become clear to all men that you have sent
me and that they are loved by you as I am loved by you. 24 Father, it is my desire that
these whom you have given to memay be by my side where I am, so that they may see
my glory which you have given to me, because you had love for me before the world
came into being. 25Father of righteousness, I have knowledge of you, though the world
has not; and to these it is clear that you sentme; 26And I have given to them knowledge
of your name, and will give it, so that the love which you have for me may be in them
and I in them.

18
1 When Jesus had said these words he went out with his disciples over the stream

Kedron to a garden, intowhich hewentwith his disciples. 2And Judas, whowas false to
him, had knowledge of the place because Jesuswent there frequentlywith his disciples.
3So Judas, getting a band of armedmen and police from the chief priests and Pharisees,
went there with lights and with arms. 4 Then Jesus, having knowledge of everything
which was coming on him, went forward and said to them, Who are you looking for?
5Their answerwas, Jesus theNazarene. Jesus said, I amhe. And Judas, whowas false to
him,was there at their side. 6Andwhenhe said to them, I amhe, theywent back, falling
to the earth. 7 So again he put the question to them,Who are you looking for? And they
said, Jesus theNazarene. 8 Jesusmadeanswer, I have said that I amhe; if youare looking
for me, let these men go away. 9 (He said this so that his words might come true, I have
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kept safe all those whom you gave to me.) 10Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, took
it out and gave the high priest's servant a blow, cutting off his right ear. The servant's
name was Malchus. 11 Then Jesus said to Peter, Put back your sword: am I not to take
the cup which my Father has given to me? 12 Then the band and the chief captain and
the police took Jesus and put cords round him. 13They took him first to Annas, because
Annas was the father-in-law of Caiaphas who was the high priest that year. 14 It was
Caiaphas who had said to the Jews that it was in their interest for one man to be put to
death for the people. 15And Simon Peter went after Jesus with another disciple. Now
that disciple was a friend of the high priest and he went in with Jesus into the house
of the high priest; 16 But Peter was kept outside at the door. Then this other disciple,
whowas a friend of the high priest, came out and had awordwith the girl who kept the
door, and took Peter in. 17Then the girl who was the door-keeper said to Peter, Are you
not one of this man's disciples? In answer he said, I am not. 18Now the servants and
the police hadmade a fire of coals because it was cold; they were warming themselves
in front of it and Peter was there with them, warming himself. 19 Then the high priest
put questions to Jesus about his disciples and his teaching. 20 Jesus made answer, I said
things openly to the world at all times; I have givenmy teaching in the Synagogues and
in the Temple to which all the Jews come; and I have said nothing secretly. 21Why are
you questioningme? put questions to my hearers about what I have said to them: they
have knowledge of what I said. 22When he said this, one of the police by his side gave
him a blow with his open hand, saying, Do you give such an answer to the high priest?
23 Jesus said in answer, If I have said anything evil, give witness to the evil: but if I said
what is true, why do you give me blows? 24 Then Annas sent him chained to Caiaphas,
the high priest. 25But SimonPeterwas still therewarming himself by the fire. They said
to him, Are you not one of his disciples? He said, No, I am not. 26One of the servants of
the high priest, a relation of himwhose ear had been cut off by Peter, said, Did I not see
youwith him in the garden? 27Then again Peter said, No. And straight away a cock gave
its cry. 28 So they took Jesus from the house of Caiaphas to the Praetorium. It was early.
They themselves did not go into the Praetorium, so that theymight not becomeunclean,
but might take the Passover. 29 So Pilate came out to them and put the question: What
have you to say against this man? 30 They said to him in answer, If the man was not a
wrongdoer we would not have given him up to you. 31 Then Pilate said to them, Take
him yourselves and let him be judged by your law. But the Jews said to him, We have
no right to put anyman to death. 32 (That theword of Jesusmight come true, pointing to
the sort of death hewould have.) 33Then Pilate went back into the Praetorium and sent
for Jesus and said to him, Are you the King of the Jews? 34 Jesus made answer, Do you
say this of yourself, or did others say it aboutme? 35Pilate said, Am I a Jew? Your nation
and the chief priests have givenyou intomyhands: whathaveyoudone? 36 Jesus said in
answer, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdomwas of this world, my disciples
would havemade a good fight to keepme out of the hands of the Jews: butmy kingdom
is not here. 37Then Pilate said to him, Are you then a king? Jesus made answer, You say
that I am a king. For this purposewas I given birth, and for this purpose I came into the
world, that I might give witness to what is true. Every lover of what is true gives ear to
my voice. 38Pilate said to him, True? what is true? Having said this hewent out again to
the Jewsand said to them, I seenowrong inhim. 39But every year youmakea request to
me to let a prisoner go free at the Passover. Is it your desire that I let the King of the Jews
go free? 40Then again they gave a loud cry, Not this man, but Barabbas. Now Barabbas
was an outlaw.
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19
1Then Pilate took Jesus and had himwhipped with cords. 2And the men of the army

made a crownof thorns and put it on his head, and they put a purple robe on him. 3And
they kept coming and saying, Long life to the King of the Jews! And they gave himblows
with their hands. 4And Pilate went out again and said to them, See, I let him come out
to you to make it clear to you that I see no wrong in him. 5 Then Jesus came out with
the crown of thorns and the purple robe. And Pilate said to them, Here is the man! 6 So
when the chief priests and the police saw him they gave a loud cry, To the cross! to the
cross! Pilate said to them, Take him yourselves and put him on the cross: I see no crime
in him. 7And the Jews made answer, We have a law, and by that law it is right for him
to be put to death because he said he was the Son of God. 8When this saying came to
Pilate's ears his fear became greater; 9And he went again into the Praetorium and said
to Jesus, Where do you come from? But Jesus gave him no answer. 10 Then Pilate said
to him, You say nothing to me? is it not clear to you that I have power to let you go free
and power to put you to death on the cross? 11 Jesus gave this answer: You would have
no power at all over me if it was not given to you by God; so that he who gave me up
to you has the greater sin. 12Hearing this, Pilate had a desire to let him go free, but the
Jews said in a loud voice, If you let this man go, you are not Caesar's friend: everyone
whomakes himself a king goes against Caesar. 13 So when these words came to Pilate's
ear, he took Jesus out, seating himself in the judge's seat in a place named in Hebrew,
Gabbatha, or the Stone Floor. 14 (It was the daywhen theymade ready for the Passover;
and itwasabout the sixthhour.) Andhe said to the Jews, There is yourKing! 15Then they
gave a loud cry, Away with him! away with him! to the cross! Pilate said to them, Am I
to put yourKing to death on the cross? The chief priests said in answer,Wehaveno king
but Caesar. 16 So then he gave him up to them to be put to death on the cross. And they
took Jesus away; 17And he went out with his cross on him to the place which is named
Dead Man's Head (in Hebrew, Golgotha): 18Where they put him on the cross with two
others, one on this side and one on that, and Jesus in the middle. 19And Pilate put on
the cross a statement inwriting. Thewritingwas: JESUS THENAZARENE, THEKINGOF
THE JEWS. 20 The writing was seen by a number of the Jews, for the place where Jesus
was put to death on the cross was near the town; and the writing was in Hebrew and
Latin and Greek. 21Then the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, Do not put, The King
of the Jews, but, He said, I am the King of the Jews. 22 But Pilate made answer, What I
have put in writing will not be changed. 23And when Jesus was nailed to the cross, the
men of the army took his clothing, and made a division of it into four parts, to every
man a part, and they took his coat: now the coat waswithout a join, made out of one bit
of cloth. 24 So they said among themselves, Let this not be cut up, but let us put it to the
decision of chance and see who gets it. (They did this so that the Writings might come
true, which say, Theymade a distribution ofmy clothing among them, andmy coat they
put to thedecisionof chance.) Thiswaswhat themenof the armydid. 25Nowby the side
of the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother's sister Mary, the wife of Cleopas,
and Mary Magdalene. 26 So when Jesus saw his mother and the disciple who was dear
to him, he said to his mother, Mother, there is your son! 27 Then he said to the disciple,
There is your mother! And from that hour the disciple took her to his house. 28 After
this, being conscious that all things had nowbeen done so that theWritingsmight come
true, Jesus said, Give mewater. 29Now there was a vessel ready, full of bitter wine, and
they put a sponge full of it on a stick and put it to his mouth. 30Sowhen Jesus had taken
the wine he said, All is done. And with his head bent he gave up his spirit. 31Now it
was the day of getting ready for the Passover, and so that the bodies might not be on
the cross on the Sabbath (because the day of that Sabbath was a great day), the Jews
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made a request to Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken
away. 32 So themen of the army came, and the legs of the first were broken and then of
the other whowas put to death on the cross with Jesus: 33But when they came to Jesus,
they saw that hewas dead by this time, and so his legswere not broken; 34But one of the
menmade awound inhis sidewith a spear, and straight away there cameout blood and
water. 35And hewho saw it has givenwitness (and his witness is true; he is certain that
what he says is true) so that you may have belief. 36 These things came about so that
the Writings might be true, No bone of his body will be broken. 37And again another
verse says, They will see him who was wounded by their spears. 38After these things,
JosephofArimathaea,whowasadisciple of Jesus, but secretly for fearof the Jews,made
a request to Pilate to let him take away the body of Jesus: and Pilate said hemight do so.
So he went and took away his body. 39And Nicodemus came (he who had first come to
Jesus by night) with a roll of myrrh and aloes mixed, about a hundred pounds. 40Then
they took the body of Jesus, folding linen about it with the spices, as is the way of the
Jews when they put the dead to rest. 41Now there was a garden near the cross, and in
the garden a new place for the dead in which noman had ever been put. 42 So they put
Jesus there, because it was the Jews' day of getting ready for the Passover, and the place
was near.

20
1Now on the first day of theweek, very early, while it was still dark, MaryMagdalene

came to the place and saw that the stone had been taken away from it. 2Then she went
running to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple who was loved by Jesus, and said
to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the place of the dead and we have no
knowledge where they have put him. 3 So Peter and the other disciple went out to the
place of the dead. 4 They went running together, and the other disciple got in front of
Peter and came first to the hole in the rock; 5And looking in, he saw the linen bands on
the earth; but he did not go in, 6 Then Simon Peter came after him and went into the
hole in the rock; and he saw the linen bands on the earth, 7 And the cloth, which had
been round his head, not with the linen bands but rolled up in a place by itself. 8Then
the other disciple who came there first went in; and he saw and belief came to him.
9 For at that time they had no knowledge that the Writings said that he would have to
come again from the dead. 10 So then the disciples went away again to their houses.
11 But Mary was still there outside the hole in the rock, weeping; and while she was
weeping and looking into the hole, 12 She saw two angels in white seated where the
body of Jesus had been, one at the head and the other at the feet. 13 They said to her,
Woman, why are you weeping? She said to them, Because they have taken away my
Lord, and I have no knowledge where they have put him. 14And then looking round,
she saw Jesus there, but had no idea that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, Woman, why
are you weeping? who are you looking for? She, taking him for the gardener, said to
him, Sir, if you have taken him away from here, say where you have put him and I will
take him away. 16 Jesus said to her, Mary! Turning, she said to him in Hebrew, Rabboni!
(which is to say, Master). 17 Jesus said to her, Do not put your hand onme, for I have not
gone up to the Father: but go to my brothers and say to them, I go up to my Father and
your Father, to my God and your God. 18Mary Magdalene went with the news to the
disciples, and said she had seen the Lord and that he had said these things to her. 19At
evening on that day, the first day of theweek, when, for fear of the Jews, the doorswere
shut where the disciples were, Jesus came among them and said to them, May peace be
with you! 20Andwhen he had said this, he let them see his hands and his side. Then the
discipleswere gladwhen they saw the Lord. 21And Jesus said to them again, May peace
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be with you! As the Father sent me, even so I now send you. 22And when he had said
this, breathingon them,he said to them,Let theHolySpirit comeonyou: 23Any towhom
you give forgiveness, will be made free from their sins; and any from whom you keep
back forgiveness, will still be in their sins. 24Now Thomas, one of the twelve, named
Didymus, was not with themwhen Jesus came. 25So the other disciples said to him,We
have seen the Lord. But he said to them, If I do not see in his hands the print of the nails
and put my finger into the print of the nails, and if I do not put my hand into his side, I
will never have belief. 26And after eight days, his disciples were again in the house and
Thomaswaswith them. Though thedoorswere shut, Jesus came, and takinghis place in
the middle of them, he said, May peace be with you! 27Then he said to Thomas, Put out
your finger, and see my hands; and put your hand here into my side: and be no longer
in doubt but have belief. 28And Thomas said in answer, My Lord and my God! 29 Jesus
said to him, Because you have seenme you have belief: a blessing will be on those who
have belief though they have not seen me! 30A number of other signs Jesus did before
his disciples which are not recorded in this book: 31But these are recorded, so that you
may have faith that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and so that, having this faith you
may have life in his name.

21
1 After these things Jesus let himself be seen again by the disciples at the sea of

Tiberias; and it came about in this way. 2 Simon Peter, Thomas named Didymus,
Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples were
all together. 3 Simon Peter said to them, I am going fishing. They said to him, And we
will come with you. They went out and got into the boat; but that night they took no
fish. 4Now very early in the morning Jesus was there by the edge of the sea (though
the disciples were not conscious that it was Jesus). 5 So Jesus said to them, Children,
have you taken any fish? They made answer, No. 6And he said to them, Let down the
net on the right side of the boat and you will get some. So they put it in the water and
now they were not able to get it up again because of the great number of fish. 7 So the
disciple whowas dear to Jesus said to Peter, It is the Lord! Hearing that it was the Lord,
Peter put his coat round him (because he was not clothed) and went into the sea. 8And
the other disciples came in the little boat (they were not far from land, only about two
hundred cubits off) pulling the net full of fish. 9When they got to land, they sawafire of
coals there, with fish cooking on it, and bread. 10 Jesus said to them, Get some of the fish
which youhavenow taken. 11So Peterwent to the boat and cameback pulling the net to
land, full of great fish, a hundred and fifty-three; and though there was such a number
the net was not broken. 12 Jesus said to them, Come and take some food. And all the
disciples were in fear of putting the question,Who are you? being conscious that it was
the Lord. 13Then Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and the fish in the
same way. 14Now this was the third time that Jesus let himself be seen by the disciples
after he had come back from the dead. 15 Then when they had taken food, Jesus said
to Simon Peter, Simon, son of John, is your love for me greater than the love of these
others? He said to him, Yes, Lord; you are certain of my love for you. He said to him,
Then give my lambs food. 16Again, a second time, he said to him, Simon, son of John,
have you any love for me? Yes, Lord, he said, you are certain of my love for you. Then
take care of my sheep, said Jesus. 17He said to him a third time, Simon, son of John, am
I dear to you? Now Peter was troubled in his heart because he put the question a third
time, Am I dear to you? And he said to him, Lord, you have knowledge of all things;
you see that you are dear to me. Jesus said to him, Then give my sheep food. 18 Truly
I say to you, When you were young, you made yourself ready and went wherever you
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had a desire to go: but when you are old, you will put out your hands and another will
make you ready, and you will be taken where you have no desire to go. 19Now this he
said, pointing out the sort of death by which he would give God glory. And after saying
this, he said to him, Come after me. 20Then Peter, turning round, saw the disciple who
was dear to Jesus coming after them— the disciple whowas resting on his breast at the
last meal, and said, Lord, who is it who will be false to you? 21 Seeing him, Peter said to
Jesus, What about this man? 22 Jesus said to him, If it is my desire for him to be here till
I come back, what is that to you? come yourself after me. 23 So this saying went about
among the brothers that this disciple would not undergo death: Jesus, however, did not
say that he would not undergo death, but, If it is my desire for him to be here till I come
back, what is that to you? 24 This is the disciple who gives witness about these things
and who put them in writing: and we have knowledge that his witness is true. 25And
Jesus did such a number of other things that, if every onewas recorded, it ismy opinion
that even the world itself is not great enough for the books there would be.
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The Acts of the Apostles
1 I have given an earlier account, O Theophilus, of all the things which Jesus did, and

of his teaching from the first, 2 Till the day when he was taken up to heaven after he
had given his orders, through the Holy Spirit, to the Apostles of whom he had made
selection: 3 And to whom he gave clear and certain signs that he was living, after
his death; for he was seen by them for forty days, and gave them teaching about the
kingdom of God: 4 And when they were all together, with him, he gave them orders
not to go away from Jerusalem, but to keep there, waiting till the word of the Father
was put into effect, of which, he said, I have given you knowledge: 5For the baptism of
John was with water, but you will have baptism with the Holy Spirit, after a little time.
6 So, when they were together, they said to him, Lord, will you at this time give back
the kingdom to Israel? 7And he said to them, It is not for you to have knowledge of the
time and the order of events which the Father has kept in his control. 8 But you will
have power, when the Holy Spirit has come on you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem and all Judaea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. 9Andwhen he had
said these things, while they were looking, he was taken up, and went from their view
into a cloud. 10Andwhile theywere looking up to heavenwith great attention, twomen
came to them, in white clothing, 11And said, O men of Galilee, why are you looking up
into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken from you into heaven, will come again, in the
sameway as you sawhimgo into heaven. 12Then theywent back to Jerusalem from the
mountain namedOlivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey away. 13And
when they came in, theywent up into the roomwhere theywere living; Peter and John
and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew andMatthew, James, the son
of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas, the son of James. 14And they all with one
mind gave themselves up to prayer, with thewomen, andMary themother of Jesus, and
hisbrothers. 15And in thosedaysPetergotupamong thebrothers (therewereaboutone
hundred and twenty of them), and said, 16My brothers, the word of God had to be put
into effect, which the Holy Spirit had said before, by the mouth of David, about Judas,
whowas guide to those who took Jesus, 17For he was numbered among us, and had his
part in our work. 18 (Now this man, with the reward of his evil-doing, got for himself a
field, and falling head first, came to a sudden and violent end there. 19And this came to
the knowledge of all those whowere living in Jerusalem, so that the fieldwas named in
their language, Akel-dama, or, The field of blood.) 20 For in the book of Psalms it says,
Let his house be waste, and let no man be living in it: and, Let his position be taken by
another. 21 For this reason, of the men who have been with us all the time, while the
Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22 Starting from the baptism of John till he went
up from us, one will have to be a witness with us of his coming back from death. 23And
they made selection of two, Joseph, named Barsabbas, whose other name was Justus,
andMatthias. 24And theymade prayers and said, Lord, having knowledge of the hearts
of all men, make clear which of these two has been marked out by you, 25 To take that
position as a servant and Apostle, from which Judas by his sin was shut out, so that he
might go to his place. 26And they put it to the decision of chance, and the decision was
given for Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven Apostles.

2
1Andwhen the day of Pentecost was come, they were all together in one place. 2And

suddenly there came from heaven a sound like the rushing of a violent wind, and all
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the house where they were was full of it. 3 And they saw tongues, like flames of fire,
coming to rest on every one of them. 4And theywere all full of theHoly Spirit, andwere
talking in different languages, as the Spirit gave them power. 5Now there were living
at Jerusalem, Jews, God-fearingmen, from every nation under heaven. 6Andwhen this
sound came to their ears, they all came together, and were greatly surprised because
every man was hearing the words of the disciples in his special language. 7 And they
were full of wonder and said, Are not all these men Galilaeans? 8 And how is it that
every one of us is hearing their words in the language which was ours from our birth?
9 Men of Parthia, Media, and Elam, and those living in Mesopotamia, in Judaea and
Cappadocia, in Pontus and Asia, 10 In Phrygia and Pamphylia, in Egypt and the parts
of Libya about Cyrene, and those who have come from Rome, Jews by birth and others
who have become Jews, 11Men of Crete and Arabia, to all of us they are talking in our
different languages, of the great works of God. 12 And they were all surprised and in
doubt saying to one another, What is the reason of this? 13 But others, making sport
of them, said, They are full of new wine. 14 But Peter, getting up, with the eleven, said
in a loud voice, O men of Judaea, and all you who are living in Jerusalem, take note
of this and give ear to my words. 15 For these men are not overcome with wine, as it
seems to you, for it is only the third hour of the day; 16 But this is the thing which was
said by the prophet Joel; 17And it will come about, in the last days, says God, that I will
send out my Spirit on all flesh; and your sons and your daughters will be prophets, and
your young men will see visions, and your old men will have dreams: 18 And on my
men-servants andmywomen-servants I will sendmy Spirit, and they will be prophets.
19Andwonderswill be seen inheaven, and signson theearth, bloodandfireand smoke:
20 The sun will become dark and the moon will be turned to blood, before that great
day of the Lord comes in glory: 21And whoever makes his prayer to the Lord will have
salvation. 22Men of Israel, give ear to these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man who had
theapproval ofGod, aswasmade clear to youby the greatworks and signs andwonders
which God did by him among you, as you yourselves have knowledge, 23Him, when he
was given up, by the decision and knowledge of God, you put to death on the cross, by
the hands of evil men: 24But God gave him back to life, havingmade him free from the
pains of death because it was not possible for him to be overcome by it. 25 For David
said of him, I saw the Lord before my face at all times, for he is at my right hand, so
that I may not be moved: 26And for this cause my heart was glad andmy tongue full of
joy, and my flesh will be resting in hope: 27 For you will not let my soul be in hell and
you will not give up your Holy One to destruction. 28 You have made me see the ways
of life; I will be full of joy when I see your face. 29My brothers, I may say to you openly
that David came to his death, and was put in the earth, and his resting-place is with us
today. 30But being a prophet, and having inmind the oathwhich God had given to him,
that of the fruit of his body one would take his place as a king, 31He, having knowledge
of the future, was talking of the coming again of Christ from the dead, that he was not
kept in hell and his body did not see destruction. 32 This Jesus God has given back to
life, of which we all are witnesses. 33And so, being lifted up to the right hand of God,
and having the Father's word that the Holy Spirit would come, he has sent this thing,
which now you see and have knowledge of. 34 For David has not gone up into heaven,
but says, himself, The Lord said to my Lord, Be seated at my right hand, 35 Till I put all
thosewhoare against youunder your feet. 36For this reason, let all Israel be certain that
this Jesus, whom you put to death on the cross, God has made Lord and Christ. 37Now
when these words came to their ears their hearts were troubled, and they said to Peter
and the other Apostles, Brothers, what are we to do? 38And Peter said, Let your hearts
be changed, every one of you, and have baptism in the name of Jesus Christ, for the
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forgiveness of your sins; and youwill have the Holy Spirit given to you. 39For the word
of God is for you and for your children and for all those who are far off, even all those
whomay bemarked out by the Lord our God. 40Andwithmore suchwords he gave his
witness, offering themsalvationand saying, Comeout from this evil generation. 41Then
thosewhogavehearing tohiswordshadbaptism: andabout three thousand soulswere
joined to them that day. 42And they kept their attention fixed on the Apostles' teaching
and were united together in the taking of broken bread and in prayer. 43But fear came
on every soul: and all sorts of wonders and signs were done by the Apostles. 44 And
all those who were of the faith kept together, and had all things in common; 45 And
exchanging their goods and property for money, they made division of it among them
all, as they had need. 46And day by day, going in agreement together regularly to the
Temple and, taking broken bread together in their houses, they took their foodwith joy
andwith true hearts, 47Giving praise to God, and having the approval of all the people;
and every day the number of those who had salvation was increased by the Lord.

3
1 Now Peter and John were going up to the Temple at the ninth hour, the hour of

prayer; 2 And a certain man who from birth had had no power in his legs, was taken
there every day, and put down at the door of the Temple which is named Beautiful,
requesting money from those who went into the Temple; 3He then, seeing Peter and
John going into the Temple, made a request to them. 4 And Peter, looking at him,
with John, said, Keep your eyes on us. 5 And he gave attention to them, hoping to get
something from them. 6 But Peter said, I have no silver or gold, but what I have, that
I give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, get up on your feet. 7 And he
took him by his right hand, lifting him up; and straight away his feet and the bones
of his legs became strong, 8 And, jumping up, he got on to his feet and went into the
Temple with them, walking and jumping and giving praise to God. 9And all the people
saw him walking and praising God: 10 And they saw that it was the man who made
requests formoneyat thedoor of theTemple, and theywere full ofwonder and surprise
atwhat had takenplace. 11Andwhile he kept his hands onPeter and John, all the people
came running together to the covered way which is named Solomon's, full of wonder.
12Andwhen Peter saw it he said to the people, Youmen of Israel, why are you so greatly
surprised at this man? or why are you looking at us as if by our power or virtue we had
given him the use of his legs? 13The God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of
our fathers, has given glory to his servant Jesus; whomyou gave up, turning your backs
on him, when Pilate had made the decision to let him go free. 14 But you would have
nothing to dowith theHoly andUpright One, andmade request for aman of blood to be
given to you, 15And put to death the Lord of life; whomGod gave back from the dead; of
which fact we are witnesses. 16And his name, through faith in his name, has made this
man strong, whom you see and have knowledge of: yes, the faith which is through him
has made him well, before you all. 17 And now, my brothers, I am conscious that you
did this, as did your rulers, without knowledge. 18But the things which God had made
clear before, by themouth of all the prophets, that the Christwould have to undergo, he
has put into effect in this way. 19 So then, let your hearts be changed and be turned to
God, so that your sins may be completely taken away, and times of blessing may come
from the Lord; 20And that hemay send the Christ whowasmarked out for you from the
first, even Jesus: 21Who is to be kept in heaven till the timewhen all things are put right,
of which God has given word by the mouth of his holy prophets, who have been from
the earliest times. 22ForMoses said, The Lordwill give you a prophet from among your
people, like me; you will give ear to everything which he will say to you. 23And every
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soul who does not give attention to that prophet, will be cut off from among the people.
24And all the prophets from Samuel and those who came after, every one of them, gave
word of these days. 25You are the sons of the prophets, and of the agreementwhichGod
madewith your fathers, saying to Abraham, Through your seed a blessingwill come on
all the families of the earth. 26To you, first, God sent his servant, blessing youby turning
every one of you from his sins.

4
1 And while they were talking to the people, the priests and the captain of the

Temple and the Sadducees cameup to them, 2Being greatly troubled because theywere
teaching the people and preaching Jesus as an example of the coming back from the
dead. 3 And they took them and put them in prison till the morning, for it was now
evening. 4 But a number of those who gave hearing to the word had faith; and they
were now about five thousand. 5And on the day after, the rulers and those in authority
and the scribes came together in Jerusalem; 6 And Annas, the high priest, was there,
and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all the relations of the high priest. 7 Then
sending for Peter and John, they said, Bywhat power and inwhosenamehave youdone
this? 8Then Peter, being full of the Holy Spirit, said to them, O you rulers of the people
and men of authority, 9 If we are questioned today about a good work done to a man
whowas ill, as to how he has beenmadewell, 10Take note, all of you, and all the people
of Israel, that in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you put to death on the
cross, whom God gave back from the dead, even through him is this man now before
you completely well. 11He is the stone which you builders had no use for, but which
has beenmade the chief stone of the building. 12And in no other is there salvation: for
there is no other name under heaven, given among men, through which we may have
salvation. 13Now when they saw that Peter and John were without fear, though they
weremen of no education or learning, they were greatly surprised; and they took note
of them that they had beenwith Jesus. 14And, seeing that themanwho had beenmade
well was there with them, they were not able to say anything against it. 15 But when
they had given them orders to go out of the Sanhedrin, they had a discussion among
themselves, 16 Saying, What are we to do with these men? for certainly it is clear to all
who are living in Jerusalem that amost important sign has been done by them, and it is
not possible to say that it is not so. 17But so that it may not go farther among the people,
let us put them in fear of punishment if they say anything in future in this name. 18And
they sent for them, and gave themorders not tomake statements or give teaching in the
name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John in answer said to them, It is for you to say if it is
right in the eyes of God to give attention to youmore than to God: 20For it is not possible
for us to keep from sayingwhatwehave seen andhave knowledge of. 21Andwhen they
had saidmore sharpwords to them, they let them go, not seeingwhat punishment they
might give them, because of the people; for all men were giving praise to God for what
had taken place. 22 For the man on whom this act of power was done was more than
forty years old. 23And when they had beenmade free, they came back to their friends,
and gave anaccount of all the thingswhich the chief priests and the authorities had said
to them. 24Andhearing it, they all, with onemind,made prayer to God and said, O Lord,
maker of heaven and earth and the sea and all things in them: 25Who has said, by the
Holy Spirit, through themouth of our fatherDavid your servant,Why are the nations so
violently moved, and why are the thoughts of the people so foolish? 26The kings of the
earth were lifted up, the rulers came together, against the Lord, and against his Christ:
27 For, truly, in this town, against your holy servant, Jesus, who was marked out by you
as Christ, Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, came
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together, 28 To do that which had been fixed before by your hand and your purpose.
29 And now, Lord, take note of their cruel words, and give your servants power to be
preachers of yourwordwithout fear, 30While your hand is stretched out to doworks of
mercy; so that signs and wonders may be done through the name of your holy servant
Jesus. 31 And when their prayer was ended, the place where they were was violently
moved, and they all became full of the Holy Spirit, preaching the word of God without
fear. 32 And all those who were of the faith were one in heart and soul: and not one
of them said that any of the things which he had was his property only; but they had
all things in common. 33Andwith great power the Apostles gave witness of the coming
back of the Lord Jesus from the dead; and grace was on them all. 34And no one among
them was in need; for everyone who had land or houses, exchanging them for money,
took thepriceof them, 35Andput it at the feet of theApostles fordistribution toeveryone
as hehadneed. 36And Joseph,whowas givenby theApostles the nameof Barnabas (the
sense of which is, Son of comfort), a Levite and a man of Cyprus by birth, 37Having a
field, got money for it and put themoney at the feet of the Apostles.

5
1 But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, got money for his

property, 2 And kept back part of the price, his wife having knowledge of it, and took
the rest and put it at the feet of the Apostles. 3 But Peter said, Ananias, why has the
Evil One put it into your heart to be false to the Holy Spirit, and to keep back part of
the price of the land? 4While you had it, was it not your property? and after you had
given it in exchange, was it not still in your power? how has this purpose come into
your mind? you have been false, not to men, but to God. 5And at these words, Ananias
went down on the earth, and his life went from him: and great fear came on all who
were present. 6 And the young men went and made ready his body, and took it out,
and put it in the earth. 7 And about three hours after, his wife, having no knowledge
of what had taken place, came in. 8And Peter said to her, Give me an answer: was this
amount of money the price of the land? And she said, Yes, it was. 9But Peter said to her,
Why have youmade an agreement together to be false to the Spirit of the Lord? See, the
feet of the young men who have put the body of your husband in the earth, are at the
door, and they will take you out. 10 And straight away she went down at his feet, and
her life went from her: and the young men came in and saw her dead, and they took
her out and put her in the earth with her husband. 11 Then great fear came on all the
church and on all who had knowledge of these things. 12Now a number of signs and
wonders were done among the people by the hands of the Apostles; and they were all
together in Solomon's covered way. 13The others, in fear, kept back from joining them:
but thepeoplemademuchof them; 14Andagreat number ofmenandwomenhad faith,
and were joined to the Lord; 15And they even took into the streets people who were ill,
and put them on beds, so that when Peter went by, some of themmight be in his shade.
16And numbers of people came together from the towns round about Jerusalem, with
thosewhowere ill and thosewhowere troubledwith unclean spirits: and theywere all
made well. 17 But the high priest and those who were with him (the Sadducees) were
full of envy, 18And they took the Apostles and put them in the common prison. 19But in
the night an angel of the Lord, opening the doors of the prison, took them out and said,
20Go, take your place in the Temple and give the people all the teaching about this Life.
21Andhearing this, theywent into the Temple at dawn, andwere teaching. But the high
priest and thosewhowerewith himgot together the Sanhedrin and the representatives
of the childrenof Israel, and sent to theprison to get them. 22But themenwhowere sent
saw that theywere not in the prison, and came backwith the news, 23Saying, The doors



Acts 5:24 947 Acts 6:12

of the prison were safely shut, and the keepers were at the doors, but when they were
open, therewasnobody inside. 24Now, at thesewords, the captainof theTempleand the
chief priests were greatly troubled aboutwhatmight be the end of this business. 25And
someone came and said to them, The men, whom you put in prison, are in the Temple
teaching the people. 26 Then the captain and some of the police went and took them,
but not violently, for fear that they might be stoned by the people. 27 And they took
them into the Sanhedrin, and the high priest said to them, 28We gave you very clear
orders not to give teaching in this name: and now Jerusalem is full of your teaching,
and you are attempting to make us responsible for this man's death. 29 But Peter and
the Apostles, answering, said, We have to do the orders of God, not of man. 30 The God
of our fathers gave Jesus back to life, whom you had put to death, hanging him on a
tree. 31Him God has put on high at his right hand, as a Ruler and a Saviour, to give to
Israel a change of heart and forgiveness of sins. 32Andwe arewitnesses of these things,
and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who keep his laws. 33But when
these words came to their ears, they were cut to the heart, and had a mind to put them
to death. 34But one of the Sanhedrin, a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a man of learning in
the law, of whom all the people had a high opinion, got up and made a suggestion for
the men to be put outside for a little time. 35 And he said to them, Men of Israel, take
care what you do about these men. 36 For before this there was Theudas, who said he
was someone important, to whom about four hundredmen gave their support: he was
put to death, and his band was broken up and came to nothing. 37After this man, there
was Judas of Galilee, at the time of the numbering, and some of the people went after
him: he was put to death, and all his supporters were put to flight. 38And now I say to
you, Do nothing to thesemen, but let thembe: for if this teaching or thiswork is ofmen,
it will come to nothing: 39But if it is of God, you will not be able to overcome them, and
you are in danger of fighting against God. 40 And he seemed to them to be right: and
they sent for the Apostles, and, after having them whipped and giving them orders to
give no teaching in the name of Jesus, they let them go. 41 So they went away from the
Sanhedrin, happy to undergo shame for the Name. 42And every day, in the Temple and
privately, they went on teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ.

6
1Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was increasing, protests were

made by the Greek Jews against the Hebrews, because their widows were not taken
care of in the distribution of food every day. 2And the Apostles sent for all the disciples
and said, It is not right for us to give up preaching the word of God in order to make
distribution of food. 3 Take then from among you seven men of good name, full of the
Spirit and of wisdom, to whom we may give control of this business. 4 Then we will
give all our time to prayer and the teaching of the word. 5And this saying was pleasing
to all of them: and they made selection of Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy
Spirit, and Philip and Prochorus and Nicanor and Timon and Parmenas and Nicolas of
Antioch,whohadbecomea Jew: 6These they took to theApostles, who, after prayer, put
their hands on them. 7And the word of God was increasing in power; and the number
of the disciples in Jerusalem became very great, and a great number of priests were in
agreementwith the faith. 8AndStephen, full of grace andpower, did greatwonders and
signs among the people. 9But some of those who were of the Synagogue named that of
the Libertines, and some of themen of Cyrene and of Alexandria and those from Cilicia
and Asia, had arguments with Stephen. 10 But they were not able to get the better of
him, for his wordswere full of wisdom and of the Spirit. 11Then they gotmen to say, He
has said evil against Moses and against God, in our hearing. 12And the people, with the
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rulers and the scribes, weremoved against him, and they came and took himbefore the
Sanhedrin, 13And they got false witnesses who said, This man is for ever saying things
against this holy place and against the law: 14 For he has said in our hearing that this
Jesus ofNazarethwill put this place to destruction andmake changes in the ruleswhich
were handed down to us byMoses. 15And all thosewhowere in the Sanhedrin, looking
at him, saw that his face was like the face of an angel.

7
1 Then the high priest said, Are these things true? 2 And he said, My brothers and

fathers, give hearing. The God of glory came to our father Abraham, when he was in
Mesopotamia, before hewas living inHaran, 3And said to him, Go out of your land, and
away from your family, and come into the land to which I will be your guide. 4 Then
he came out of the land of the Chaldaeans, and went into Haran; and from there, when
his father was dead, he was guided by God into this land, where you are living now:
5 And God gave him no heritage in it, not even enough to put his foot on: but he gave
him an undertaking that he would give it to him and to his children after him, though
he had no child at that time. 6And God said that his seed would be living in a strange
land, and that they would make them servants, and be cruel to them for four hundred
years. 7And Iwill be the judge, said God, of that nationwhichmade them servants: and
after that, theywill comeout and givemeworship in this place. 8Andhemadewith him
the agreement of which circumcision was the sign. And so Abraham had a son, Isaac,
and gave him circumcision on the eighth day; and Isaac had a son, Jacob, and Jacobwas
the father of the twelve heads of the families of Israel. 9And the brothers, moved with
envyagainst Joseph, gavehim to theEgyptians formoney: butGodwaswithhim, 10And
madehim free fromall his troubles, andgavehimwisdomand theapproval of Pharaoh,
king of Egypt, who made him ruler over Egypt and all his house. 11Now there was no
food to be had in all Egypt and Canaan, and there was great trouble: and our fathers
were not able to get food. 12 But Jacob, hearing that there was grain in Egypt, sent out
our fathers thefirst time. 13And the second timehisbrothershadameetingwith Joseph,
and Pharaoh had knowledge of Joseph's family. 14Then Joseph sent for Jacob his father
and all his family, seventy-five persons. 15And Jacob went down to Egypt, and came to
his end there, and so did our fathers; 16And they were taken over to Shechem, and put
to rest in the place which Abraham got for a price in silver from the sons of Hamor in
Shechem. 17But when the time was near for putting into effect the undertaking which
God had given to Abraham, the people were increasing in Egypt, 18 Till another king
came to power, who had no knowledge of Joseph. 19He, having evil designs against our
nation, was cruel to our fathers, and they were forced to put out their young children,
so that they might not go on living. 20At which time Moses came to birth, and he was
very beautiful; and he was kept for three months in his father's house: 21And when he
was put out, Pharaoh's daughter took him and kept him as her son. 22And Moses was
trained inall thewisdomofEgypt, andwasgreat inhiswords andworks. 23Butwhenhe
was almost forty years old, it came into his heart to go and see his brothers, the children
of Israel. 24 And seeing one of them being attacked, he went to his help and gave the
Egyptian a death-blow: 25And he was hoping that his brothers would see that God had
sent him to be their saviour; but they did not see. 26And the day after, he came to them,
while theywere having afight, andwould havemade peace between them, saying, Sirs,
you are brothers; why do you do wrong to one another? 27But the man who was doing
wrong tohisneighbour, pushinghimaway, said,Whomadeyoua ruler anda judgeover
us? 28Will youputme todeath as youdid theEgyptianyesterday? 29Andat thesewords,
Moses went in flight to the land of Midian, andwas living there for a time, and had two
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sons. 30At the end of forty years, an angel came to him in the waste land of Sinai, in the
flame of a burning thorn-tree. 31AndMoses, seeing it, was full of wonder, and when he
cameup to have anearer viewof it, the voice of the Lord came to him, saying, 32 I am the
God of your fathers, the God of Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob. AndMoses, shaking
with fear, kept his eyes from looking at it. 33And the Lord said, Take off the shoes from
your feet, for the place where you are is holy. 34 Truly, I have seen the sorrows of my
people in Egypt, and their cries have come to my ears, and I have come down to make
them free: and now, come, I will send you to Egypt. 35 This Moses, whom they would
not have, saying, Who made you a ruler and a judge? him God sent to be a ruler and a
saviour, by the hand of the angel whomhe saw in the thorn-tree. 36Thisman took them
out, having done wonders and signs in Egypt and in the Red Sea and in the waste land,
for forty years. 37 This is the same Moses, who said to the children of Israel, God will
give you a prophet from among your brothers, like me. 38 This is the man who was in
the church in the waste land with the angel who was talking to him in Sinai, and with
our fathers; and to him were given the living words of God, so that he might give them
to you. 39By whom our fathers would not be controlled; but they put him on one side,
turning back in their hearts to Egypt, 40And saying to Aaron, Make us gods to go before
us: as for this Moses, who took us out of the land of Egypt, we have no idea what has
become of him. 41And they made the image of a young ox in those days, and made an
offering to it, and had joy in the work of their hands. 42But God was turned from them
and let them give worship to the stars of heaven, as it says in the book of the prophets,
Did you make offerings to me of sheep and oxen for forty years in the waste land, O
house of Israel? 43And you took up the tent of Moloch and the star of the god Rephan,
imageswhich youmade to giveworship to them: and I will take you away, farther than
Babylon. 44Our fathers had the Tent of witness in the waste land, as God gave orders to
Moses tomake it after the designwhich he had seen. 45Which our fathers, in their turn,
tookwith themwhen,with Joshua, they came into theheritageof thenationswhomGod
was driving out before the face of our fathers, till the time ofDavid, 46Whowaspleasing
to God; and he had a desire tomake a holy tent for the God of Jacob. 47But Solomonwas
the builder of his house. 48 But still, the Most High has not his resting-place in houses
made with hands, as the prophet says, 49Heaven is the seat of my power, and earth is
a resting-place for my feet: what sort of house will you make for me, says the Lord, or
what is my place of rest? 50Did notmy handmake all these things? 51Youwhose hearts
are hard and whose ears are shut to me; you are ever working against the Holy Spirit;
as your fathers did, so do you. 52Which of the prophets was not cruelly attacked by
your fathers? and they put to death those who gave them the news of the coming of
the Upright One; whom you have now given up and put to death; 53 You, to whom the
law was given as it was ordered by angels, and who have not kept it. 54Hearing these
things, they were cut to the heart andmovedwith wrath against him. 55But he was full
of the Holy Spirit, and looking up to heaven, he saw the glory of God and Jesus at the
right hand of God. 56 And he said, Now I see heaven open, and the Son of man at the
right hand of God. 57But with loud cries, and stopping their ears, they made an attack
on him all together, 58Driving him out of the town and stoning him: and the witnesses
put their clothing at the feet of a youngman named Saul. 59And Stephen, while he was
being stoned,made prayer to God, saying, Lord Jesus, takemy spirit. 60And going down
on his knees, he said in a loud voice, Lord, do not make them responsible for this sin.
And when he had said this, he went to his rest.

8
1And Saul gave approval to his death. Now at that time a violent attack was started
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against the church in Jerusalem; and all but the Apostles went away into all parts of
Judaea and Samaria. 2 And God-fearing men put Stephen's body in its last resting-
place, making great weeping over him. 3 But Saul was burning with hate against the
church, going into every house and takingmen andwomen and putting them in prison.
4 But those who had gone in flight went everywhere preaching the word. 5And Philip
went down to Samaria and was teaching them about Christ. 6And all the people gave
attention to the words which Philip said, when they saw the signs which he did. 7 For
unclean spirits came out from those who had them, crying with a loud voice; and a
number of those who were ill and broken in body were made well. 8 And there was
much joy in that town. 9But therewas a certainmannamed Simon, who in the past had
been a wonder-worker and a cause of surprise to the people of Samaria, saying that he
himself was a great man: 10 To whom they all gave attention, from the smallest to the
greatest, saying, This man is that power of God which is named Great. 11And they gave
attention to him, because for a long time his wonder-working powers had kept them
under his control. 12 But when they had faith in the good news given by Philip about
the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, a number of men and women had
baptism. 13And Simon himself had faith and, having had baptism, he went with Philip
and, seeing the signs and the greatwonderswhichhedid, hewas full of surprise. 14Now
when theApostles at Jerusalemhadnews that thepeopleof Samariahad taken theword
ofGod into theirhearts, they sent to themPeterand John; 15Who,when theycame there,
made prayer for them, that theHoly Spiritmight be given to them: 16For up to that time
he had not come on any of them; only baptism had been given to them in the name of
the Lord Jesus. 17Then they put their hands on them, and theHoly Spirit came on them.
18NowwhenSimonsaw that theHoly Spiritwas given through the touchof theApostles'
hands, he made them an offering of money, saying, 19Giveme this power, so that when
I putmy hands on anyone hemay get theHoly Spirit. 20But Peter said, May yourmoney
come to destructionwith you, because you had the idea thatwhat is freely given byGod
may be got for a price. 21 You have no part in this business, because your heart is not
right before God. 22 Let your heart be changed, and make prayer to God that you may
have forgiveness for your evil thoughts. 23For I see that you are prisoned in bitter envy
and the chains of sin. 24And Simon, answering, said, Make prayer for me to the Lord,
so that these things which you have said may not come on me. 25 So they, having given
their witness and made clear the word of the Lord, went back to Jerusalem, giving the
goodnewson theirway inanumberof the small townsof Samaria. 26But anangel of the
Lord said to Philip, Get up, and go to the south, to the road which goes from Jerusalem
to Gaza, through the waste land. 27 And he went and there was a man of Ethiopia, a
servant of great authority under Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, and controller of all
her property, who had come up to Jerusalem for worship; 28He was going back, seated
in his carriage, andwas reading the book of the prophet Isaiah. 29And the Spirit said to
Philip, Go near, and get on his carriage. 30And Philip, running up to him, saw that he
was reading Isaiah the prophet, and said to him, Is the sense of what you are reading
clear to you? 31And he said, How is that possible when I have no guide? And he made
Philip get up by his side. 32Now the place in the book where he was reading was this:
He was taken, like a sheep, to be put to death; and as a lamb is quiet when its wool
is being cut, so he made no sound: 33 Being of low degree, his cause was not given a
hearing: who has knowledge of his family? for his life is cut off from the earth. 34And
the Ethiopian said to Philip, About whom are these words said by the prophet? about
himself, or some other? 35So Philip, starting from this writing, gave him the good news
about Jesus. 36And while they were going on their way, they came to some water, and
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the Ethiopian said, See, here is water; whymay I not have baptism? 37 [] 38And he gave
orders for the carriage to be stopped, and the two of them went down into the water,
and Philip gave him baptism. 39And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of
the Lord took Philip away; and the Ethiopian saw him nomore, for he went on his way
full of joy. 40But Philip came to Azotus, and went through all the towns, preaching the
good news, till he came to Caesarea.

9
1But Saul, still burningwithdesire toput todeath thedisciples of theLord,went to the

highpriest, 2Andmadea request for letters fromhim to theSynagoguesofDamascus, so
that if therewere any of theWay there,menorwomen, hemight take themas prisoners
to Jerusalem. 3Andwhile hewas journeying, he camenear Damascus; and suddenly he
saw a light from heaven shining round him; 4 And he went down on the earth, and a
voice said to him, Saul, Saul, why are you attacking me so cruelly? 5And he said, Who
are you, Lord? Andhe said, I am Jesus,whomyouare attacking: 6But get up, and go into
the town, and it will bemade clear to youwhat you have to do. 7And themenwhowere
with himwere not able to say anything; hearing the voice, but seeing no one. 8And Saul
got up from the earth, andwhenhis eyeswere open, he sawnothing; andhewas guided
by the hand into Damascus. 9And for three days he was not able to see, and he took no
food or drink. 10Now there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and
the Lord said to him in a vision, Ananias! and he said, Here I am, Lord. 11And the Lord
said to him, Get up, and go to the streetwhich is named Straight, andmake search at the
house of Judas for one named Saul of Tarsus: for he is at prayer; 12And he has seen a
man named Ananias coming in and putting his hands on him, so that hemay be able to
see. 13ButAnanias said, Lord, I havehad accounts of thisman fromanumber of people,
how much evil he has done to your saints at Jerusalem: 14 And here he has authority
from the chief priests to make prisoners all who give worship to your name. 15But the
Lord said, Go without fear: for he is a special vessel for me, to give to the Gentiles and
kings and to the children of Israel the knowledge ofmy name: 16For Iwill make clear to
him what troubles he will have to undergo for me. 17And Ananias went out and came
to the house, and putting his hands on him, said, Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, whom
you saw when you were on your journey, has sent me, so that you may be able to see,
and be full of the Holy Spirit. 18And straight away it seemed as if a veil was taken from
his eyes, and he was able to see; and he got up, and had baptism; 19And when he had
taken food his strength came back. And for some days he kept with the disciples who
were in Damascus. 20And straight away, in the Synagogues, he was preaching Jesus as
the Son of God. 21 And all those hearing him were full of wonder and said, Is not this
the manwho in Jerusalemwas attacking all the worshippers of this name? and he had
come here so that he might take them as prisoners before the chief priests. 22But Saul
went on increasing in power, and the Jews in Damascus were not able to give answers
to the arguments by which he made it clear that Jesus was the Christ. 23 Then, after
some days, the Jews made an agreement together to put him to death: 24 But Saul got
knowledge of their design. And they kept watch day and night on the roads out of the
town, so that they might put him to death: 25 But his disciples took him by night and
let him down from the wall in a basket. 26 And when he came to Jerusalem, he made
an attempt to be joined to the disciples, but they were all in fear of him, not taking him
for a disciple. 27 But Barnabas took him to the Apostles and gave them an account of
how he had seen the Lord on the road, and had given hearing to his words, and how
at Damascus he had been preaching in the name of Jesus without fear. 28And he was
with them, going in and out at Jerusalem, 29Preaching in the name of the Lord without
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fear; and he had discussions with the Greek Jews; but they were working for his death.
30And when the brothers had knowledge of it, they took him to Caesarea and sent him
to Tarsus. 31And so the church through all Judaea and Galilee and Samaria had peace
and was made strong; and, living in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy
Spirit, was increased greatly. 32And it came about that while Peter was going through
all parts of the country he came to the saints who were living at Lydda. 33 And there
was a certain man there, named Aeneas, who for eight years had been in bed, without
power of moving. 34 And Peter said to him, Aeneas, Jesus Christ makes you well: get
up and make your bed. And straight away he got up. 35 And all those living in Lydda
and Sharon saw him, and were turned to the Lord. 36Now there was at Joppa a certain
disciple named Tabitha, that is, Dorcas: this woman was given to good works and acts
of mercy at all times. 37 And it came about, in those days, that she got ill and came to
her death: and when she had been washed, they put her in a room which was high
up. 38And because Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, having knowledge that Peter
was there, sent two men to him, requesting him to come to them straight away. 39And
Peter went with them. And when he had come, they took him into the room: and all
the widows were there, weeping and putting before him the coats and clothing which
Dorcas had made while she was with them. 40But Peter made them all go outside, and
wentdownonhis knees inprayer; and turning to thebody, he said, Tabitha, get up. And,
opening her eyes, she sawPeter and got up. 41Andhe took her hand, lifting her up; and,
sending for the saints and widows, he gave her to them, living. 42And news of it went
all through Joppa, and a number of people had faith in the Lord. 43And hewas living in
Joppa for some time with Simon, a leather-worker.

10
1Nowtherewasacertainman inCaesarea, namedCornelius, thecaptainof the Italian

bandof thearmy; 2Aserious-mindedman, fearingGodwithallhis family; hegavemuch
money to the poor, and made prayer to God at all times. 3He saw in a vision, clearly,
at about the ninth hour of the day, an angel of the Lord coming to him and saying to
him, Cornelius! 4 And he, looking on him in fear, said, What is it, Lord? And he said
to him, Your prayers and your offerings have come up to God, and he has kept them in
mind. 5Now send men to Joppa, and get one Simon, named Peter, 6Who is living with
Simon, a leather-worker,whosehouse is by the sea. 7Andwhen theangelwho said these
words to him had gone away, he sent for two of his house-servants, and a God-fearing
man of the army, one of thosewhowerewaiting on him at all times; 8And having given
them an account of everything, he sent them to Joppa. 9Now the day after, when they
were on their journey and were near the town, Peter went up to the top of the house
for prayer, about the sixth hour: 10 And he was in need of food: but while they were
getting it ready, a deep sleep came on him; 11And he saw the heavens opening, and a
vessel coming down, like a great cloth let down on the earth, 12 In which were all sorts
of beasts and birds. 13And a voice came to him, saying, Come, Peter; take them for food.
14 But Peter said, No, Lord; for I have never taken food which is common or unclean.
15And the voice came to him a second time,What God hasmade clean, do not youmake
common. 16 And this was done three times: and then the vessel was taken back into
heaven. 17Nowwhile Peter was in doubt as to the purpose of this vision, the men who
were sent by Cornelius, having made search for Simon's house, came to the door, 18 To
see if Simon, named Peter, was living there. 19And, while Peter was turning the vision
over in his mind, the Spirit said to him, See, three men are looking for you. 20Go down,
then, and gowith them, doubting nothing, for I have sent them. 21AndPeterwent down
to themen, and said, I am themanyou are looking for: whyhave you come? 22And they
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said, Cornelius, a captain, anuprightandGod-fearingman, respectedbyall thenationof
the Jews, hadword fromGodbyanangel to send foryou tohishouse, and togivehearing
to yourwords. 23So he took them in for the night. And the day after, hewentwith them,
taking someof the brothers from Joppawith him. 24And the day after that, they came to
Caesarea. AndCorneliuswaswaiting for them, having got together his relations andhis
near friends. 25AndwhenPeter came in, Cornelius came to himand, falling downat his
feet, gave him worship. 26But Peter, lifting him up, said, Get up, for I am a man as you
are. 27And saying these words, he went in, and saw that a great number of people had
come together; 28And he said to them, You yourselves have knowledge that it is against
the law for a man who is a Jew to be in the company of one who is of another nation;
but God hasmade it clear tome that nomanmay be named common or unclean: 29And
so I came without question, when I was sent for. What then is your purpose in sending
for me? 30And Cornelius said, Four days from now I was in my house in prayer at the
ninth hour; and I sawbeforeme aman in shining clothing, 31Who said, Cornelius, your
prayer has come to the ears of God, and your offerings are kept in his memory. 32 Send,
then, to Joppa, and get Simon, named Peter, to come to you; he is living in the house of
Simon, a leather-worker, by the sea. 33 So, straight away, I sent for you; and you have
done well to come. And now, we are all present before God, ready to give attention to
all the things which the Lord has given you to say. 34Then Peter said, Truly, I see clearly
that God is no respecter of persons: 35But in every nation, themanwho has fear of him
and does righteousness is pleasing to him. 36The word which he sent to the children of
Israel, giving the good news of peace through Jesus Christ (who is Lord of all) — 37That
word you yourselves have knowledge of, which was made public through all Judaea,
starting from Galilee, after the baptism of which John was the preacher, 38About Jesus
of Nazareth, how God gave the Holy Spirit to him, with power: and how he went about
doing good andmakingwell allwhowere troubledby evil spirits, forGodwaswithhim.
39And we are witnesses of all the things which he did in the country of the Jews and in
Jerusalem;whom they put to death, hanging himon a tree. 40On the third dayGod gave
himback to life, and lethimbeseen, 41Notbyall thepeople, butbywitnessesmarkedout
before by God, even by us, who took food and drink with him after he came back from
the dead. 42And he gave us orders to give news of this to the people, and to give public
witness that this is he whom God has made judge of the living and the dead. 43 To him
all the prophets givewitness, that through his name everyonewho has faith in himwill
have forgiveness of sins. 44While Peter was saying these words, the Holy Spirit came
on all those who were hearing the word. 45 And the Jews of the faith, who had come
with Peter, were full ofwonder, because theHoly Spirit was given to the Gentiles, 46And
they were talking in tongues, and giving glory to God. Then Peter said, 47Will any man
say that these may not have baptism who have been given the Holy Spirit as we have?
48And he gave orders for them to have baptism in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they
kept himwith them for some days.

11
1Now the Apostles and the brothers who were in Judaea had news that the word of

Godhadbeengiven to theGentiles. 2AndwhenPeter came to Jerusalem, thosewhokept
the rule of circumcision had an argument with him, 3 Saying, You went to menwithout
circumcision, and took food with them. 4 But Peter gave them an account of it all in
order, saying to them, 5 I was in the town of Joppa, at prayer: and falling into a deep
sleep, I saw inavisionavessel likeagreat cloth let down fromheaven, and it camedown
to me: 6And looking on it with attention I saw in it all sorts of beasts and birds. 7And
a voice came to my ears saying, Come, Peter; take them for food. 8But I said, No, Lord;
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for nothing common or unclean has ever come into mymouth. 9But the voice, coming
a second time from heaven, said,What God hasmade clean, do not youmake common.
10And thiswasdone three times, and theywere all takenupagain intoheaven. 11Andat
that minute, three men, sent from Caesarea, came to the house where we were. 12And
the Spirit gave me orders to go with them, doubting nothing. And these six brothers
camewithme; andwewent into thatman's house: 13And he gave us an account of how
he had seen the angel in his house, saying, Send to Joppa, and get Simon, named Peter,
to come to you; 14Whowill saywords to you throughwhich youandall your familymay
get salvation. 15And, while I was talking to them, the Holy Spirit came on them, as on
us at first. 16And the words of the Lord came into my mind, how he said, The baptism
of John was with water, but you will have baptism with the Holy Spirit. 17 If then God
gave them, when they had faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, the same as he gave to us, who
was I to go against God? 18And hearing these things they said nothing more, but gave
glory toGod, saying, Then to theGentiles as toushasGodgivena changeof heart, so that
they may have life. 19 Then those who had gone away at the time of the trouble about
Stephen, went as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus, preaching to the Jews only. 20But some
of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, when they came to Antioch, gave the good news
about the Lord Jesus to the Greeks. 21 And the power of the Lord was with them, and
a great number had faith and were turned to the Lord. 22 And news of them came to
the ears of the church at Jerusalem: and they sent Barnabas as far as Antioch: 23Who,
whenhecameandsawthegraceofGod,wasglad; andhemadeclear to themtheneedof
keepingnear theLordwith all the strength of their hearts: 24Forhewas a goodmanand
full of the Holy Spirit and of faith: and a great number were joined to the Lord. 25Then
he went on to Tarsus, looking for Saul; 26 And when he had come across him, he took
him to Antioch. And they were with the church there for a year, teaching the people;
and the disciples were first given the name of Christians in Antioch. 27 Now in those
days prophets came from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28 And one of them, named Agabus,
said publicly through the Spirit that there would be serious need of food all over the
earth: which came about in the time of Claudius. 29And the disciples, everyone as he
was able, made a decision to send help to the brothers living in Judaea: 30Which they
did, sending it to the rulers of the church by the hand of Barnabas and Saul.

12
1Now, about that time, Herod the kingmade cruel attacks on the Christians. 2And he

put James, the brother of John, to deathwith the sword. 3Andwhenhe saw that thiswas
pleasing to the Jewshewent on to takePeter in addition. Thiswas at the timeof the feast
of unleavened bread. 4And having taken him, he put him in prison, with four bands of
armedmen tokeepwatchoverhim; hispurposebeing to takehimout to thepeopleafter
the Passover. 5 So Peter was kept in prison: but the church made strong prayer to God
forhim. 6AndwhenHerodwas about to takehimout, the samenight Peterwas sleeping
in chains between two armed men, and the watchmen were keeping watch before the
door of the prison. 7 And a great light was seen shining in the room, and an angel of
the Lord came to Peter and, touching him on his side so that he came out of his sleep,
said, Get up quickly. And his chains came off his hands. 8 Then the angel said, Put on
your shoes and get ready to go. And he did so. And he said, Put your coat round you and
comewithme. 9And hewent out after him; and hewas not certain if what was done by
the angel was a fact, for it seemed to him that he was seeing a vision. 10Andwhen they
had gone past the first and secondwatchmen they came to the iron door into the town,
which came open by itself: and they went out and down one street; and then the angel
went away. 11And when Peter came to his senses he said, Now, truly, I am certain that
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the Lordhas sent his angel and takenmeout of the hands ofHerod, against all the hopes
of the Jews. 12And when he became clear about this, he went to the house of Mary, the
mother of John named Mark, where a number of them had come together for prayer.
13 And he gave a blow on the door, and a young girl came to it, named Rhoda. 14 And
hearing the voice of Peter, in her joy shewent running, without opening the door, to say
that Peter was outside. 15And they said to her, You are off your head. But still she said,
with decision, that it was so. And they said, It is his angel. 16 But Peter went on giving
blows on the door: and when it was open and they saw him, they were full of wonder.
17 But he made a sign to them with his hand to be quiet, and gave them an account of
how the Lord had taken him out of prison. And he said, Give the news to James and the
brothers. And then hewent away. 18Nowwhen it was day, the armedmenwere greatly
troubled about what had become of Peter. 19And Herod, when he sent for him, and he
was not there, after questioning the watchmen, gave orders that they were to be put
to death. Then he went down from Judaea to Caesarea for a time. 20Now he was very
angrywith the people of Tyre and Sidon: and they came to him, all together, and having
made friends with Blastus, the controller of the king's house, they made a request for
peace, because their country was dependent on the king's country for its food. 21And
on the day which had been fixed, Herod, dressed in his robes and seated in his place,
made a public statement to them. 22And the people, with loud cries, said, It is the voice
of a god, not of a man. 23And straight away the angel of the Lord sent a disease on him,
because he did not give the glory to God: and his fleshwaswasted away byworms, and
so he came to his end. 24But the word of the Lord went on increasing. 25And Barnabas
andSaul cameback fromJerusalem,when theirworkwasended, takingwith themJohn
namedMark.

13
1Now there were at Antioch, in the church there, prophets and teachers, Barnabas,

and Symeon who was named Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, a relation of
Herod the king, and Saul. 2 And while they were doing the Lord's work, and going
without food, the Holy Spirit said, Let Barnabas and Saul be given to me for the special
work for which they have been marked out by me. 3 Then, after prayer and going
without food they put their hands on them, and sent them away. 4 So, being sent out
by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia; and from there they went by ship to
Cyprus. 5And at Salamis theywere preaching theword of God in the Synagogues of the
Jews: and John was with them, helping them. 6 And when they had gone through all
the island to Paphos, they came across a certain wonder-worker and false prophet, a
Jewwhose namewas Bar-Jesus; 7Whowas with the ruler, Sergius Paulus, an able man.
This man sent for Barnabas and Saul, desiring to have knowledge of the word of God.
8But Elymas, thewonder-worker (for that is the sense of his name), put himself against
them,with thepurpose of turning the ruler from the faith. 9But Saul,whose othername
is Paul, being full of the Holy Spirit, looking hard at him, said, 10O you, who are full of
false tricks and evil ways, a son of the Evil One, hating all righteousness, will you for
ever be turning people from the rightways of the Lord? 11Andnow, see, the hand of the
Lord is on you, and youwill be blind and not able to see the sun for a time. And straight
away a dark mist came down on him; and he went about looking for a guide. 12 Then
the ruler, when he saw what was done, had faith, being full of wonder at the teaching
of the Lord. 13Then Paul and those who were with him went by ship from Paphos and
came to Perga in Pamphylia: and there John went away from them and came back to
Jerusalem. 14But they, going through from Perga, came to Antioch in Pisidia; and they
went into the Synagogueon the Sabbath andwere seated. 15Andafter the reading of the



Acts 13:16 956 Acts 13:48

law and the prophets, the rulers of the Synagogue sent to them, saying, Brothers, if you
have aword of comfort for the people, say on. 16And Paul, getting up andmaking a sign
with his hand, said, Men of Israel, and you who have the fear of God, give ear. 17 The
God of this people Israel made selection of our fathers, lifting the people up from their
low condition when they were living in the land of Egypt, and with a strong arm took
them out of it. 18And for about forty years he put up with their ways in the waste land.
19And having put to destruction seven nations in the land of Canaan, he gave them the
land for their heritage for about four hundred and fifty years. 20And after these things
he gave them judges, till the time of Samuel the prophet. 21 Then at their request for a
king, God gave them Saul, the son of Kish, a man of the family of Benjamin, who was
their king for forty years. 22And having put him on one side, hemade David their king,
to whom he gave witness, saying, I have taken David, the son of Jesse, a man dear to
my heart, who will do all my pleasure. 23 From this man's seed has God given to Israel
a Saviour, even Jesus, as he gave his word; 24 For whose coming John made ready the
way by preaching to all the people of Israel the baptism which goes with a change of
heart. 25 And when John was completing his work, he said, What do I seem to you to
be? I amnot he; but one is coming afterme, whose shoes I amnot good enough to undo.
26My brothers, children of the family of Abraham, and those among you who have the
fear of God, to us the word of this salvation is sent. 27 For the men of Jerusalem and
their rulers, having no knowledge of him, or of the sayings of the prophets which come
to their ears every Sabbath day, gave effect to them by judging him. 28And though no
cause of death was seen in him, they made a request to Pilate that he might be put to
death. 29 And when they had done all the things said in the Writings about him, they
took him down from the tree, and put him in the place of the dead. 30But God gave him
back from the dead: 31And for a number of days he was seen by those who came with
him fromGalilee to Jerusalem, who are now his witnesses before the people. 32Andwe
are giving you the good news of the undertakingmade to the fathers, 33Which God has
now put into effect for our children, by sending Jesus; as it says in the second Psalm,
You aremy Son; this day I have given you being. 34And about his coming back from the
dead, never again to go to destruction, he has said these words, I will give you the holy
and certainmercies of David. 35Because he says in another Psalm, Youwill not let your
Holy One see destruction. 36 Now David, having done God's work for his generation,
went to sleep, andwas putwith his fathers, and his body came to destruction: 37But he,
who was lifted up by God, did not see destruction. 38And so, let it be clear to you, my
brothers, that through thisman forgiveness of sins is offered to you: 39And throughhim
everyonewho has faith ismade free from all those things, fromwhich the law ofMoses
was not able to make you free. 40 So take care that these words of the prophets do not
come true for you; 41 See, you doubters, have wonder and come to your end; for I will
do a thing in your days to which you will not give belief, even if it is made clear to you.
42Andwhen theywent out, theymade a request that thesewordsmight be said to them
again on the Sabbath after. 43Nowwhen the meeting was ended, a number of the Jews
and of the God-fearing Gentiles who had become Jews, went after Paul and Barnabas:
who put before them how important it was to keep on in the grace of God. 44 And on
the Sabbath after, almost all the town came together to give hearing to theword of God.
45Butwhen the Jews saw such a great number of people, theywere full of envy and said
evilwords against Paul's preaching. 46ThenPaul andBarnabaswithout fear said, Itwas
necessary for theword ofGod to be given to youfirst; but because youwill havenothing
to do with it, and have no desire for eternal life, it will now be offered to the Gentiles.
47For so the Lord has given us orders, saying, I have given you for a light to the Gentiles
so that you may be for salvation to the ends of the earth. 48And the Gentiles, hearing
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this, were glad and gave glory to the word of God: and those marked out by God for
eternal life had faith. 49And the word of the Lord went through all the country. 50But
the Jews, working up the feelings of the God-fearing women of high position and of the
chief men of the town, got an attack started against Paul and Barnabas, driving them
out of those parts. 51But they, shaking off the dust of that place from their feet, came to
Iconium. 52And the disciples were full of joy and of the Holy Spirit.

14
1 Now in Iconium they went together to the Synagogue of the Jews and gave such

teaching that a great number of Jews andGreekshad faith. 2But those Jewswhohadnot
the faith,made theminds of theGentiles bitter against the brothers. 3So they kept there
for a long time, taking heart in the Lord, who gave witness to the word of his grace by
causing signs andwonders to be done by their hands. 4But there was a division among
the people of the town; some were on the side of the Jews and some on the side of the
Apostles. 5 And when a violent attempt was made by the Gentiles and the Jews, with
their rulers, to make an attack on them and have them stoned, 6Having got news of it,
they went in flight to the towns of Lycaonia, Lystra, and Derbe, and the country round
about: 7Andwent onpreaching the goodnews there. 8Andat Lystra therewas a certain
man, who from birth had been without the use of his feet, never having had the power
of walking. 9 This man was giving ear to the preaching of Paul, who, looking at him,
and seeing that he had faith to be made well, 10 Said in a loud voice, Get up on your
feet. And, jumping up, he went walking about. 11And when the people saw what Paul
had done, they said in a loud voice, in the language of Lycaonia, The gods have come
down to us in the form of men. 12And they gave the name of Jupiter to Barnabas, and
to Paul that of Mercury, because he was the chief talker. 13And the priest of the image
of Jupiter, which was before the town, took oxen and flowers to the doors of the town,
andwas about tomake an offeringwith the people. 14Butwhen this came to the ears of
theApostles, Paul andBarnabas, theywent runningout among thepeople, parting their
clothing, and crying out, 15Good people, why are you doing these things? We are men
with the same feelings as you, andwe give you the goodnews so that youmaybe turned
away from these foolish things to the living God, who made the heaven and the earth
and the sea and all things in them: 16Who in the past let all nations go in thewayswhich
seemed good to them. 17But hewas not without witness, because he did good, and gave
you rain fromheaven and times of fruit, making your hearts full of food and joy. 18And
evenwith thesewords, itwas hard for them to keep the people frommaking an offering
to them. 19But some Jews came to that place fromAntioch and Iconium, and got control
over the people; and after stoning Paul, they had himpulled out of the town, taking him
for dead. 20But when the disciples came round him, he got up and went into the town:
and the day after hewent awaywith Barnabas to Derbe. 21And havingmade a number
of disciples through the preaching of the good news in that town, they went back to
Lystra and Iconium and Antioch, 22Making strong the souls of the disciples, saying to
them that they were to keep the faith, and that we have to go through troubles of all
sorts to come into the kingdom of God. 23And when they had made selection of some
to be rulers in every church, and had given themselves to prayer and kept themselves
from food, they put them into the care of the Lord in whom they had faith. 24And they
went throughPisidia and came toPamphylia. 25And, after preaching theword inPerga,
they went down to Attalia; 26And from there they went by ship to Antioch, where they
had been handed over to the grace of God for theworkwhich they had not done. 27And
when they came there, and had got the church together, they gave them an account of
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all the things which God had done through them, and how he hadmade open a door of
faith to the Gentiles. 28And they were with the disciples there for a long time.

15
1 Now certain men came down from Judaea, teaching the brothers and saying that

without circumcision, after the rule of Moses, there is no salvation. 2 And after Paul
and Barnabas had had no little argument and discussionwith them, the brothersmade
a decision to send Paul and Barnabas and certain others of them to the Apostles and
the rulers of the church at Jerusalem about this question. 3 So they, being sent on their
way by the church, went through Phoenicia and Samaria, giving news of the salvation
of the Gentiles, to the great joy of all the brothers. 4And when they came to Jerusalem,
they had a meeting with the church and the Apostles and the rulers, and they gave an
account of all the thingswhichGodhaddone through them. 5But someof the Pharisees,
whowere of the faith, got up and said, It is necessary for these to have circumcision and
to keep the law ofMoses. 6And the Apostles and the rulers of the church came together
and gave thought to the question. 7And when there had been much discussion, Peter
got up and said to them, My brothers, you have knowledge that some time back it was
God's pleasure that by my mouth the good news might be given to the Gentiles so that
they might have faith. 8And God, the searcher of hearts, was a witness to them, giving
them the Holy Spirit even as he did to us; 9Making no division between them and us,
but making clean their hearts by faith. 10Why then are you testing God, by putting on
the neck of the disciples a yoke so hard that not even our fathers or we were strong
enough for it? 11 But we have faith that we will get salvation through the grace of the
Lord Jesus in the sameway as they. 12And all the peoplewere quietwhile Barnabas and
Paul gave an account of the signs andwonderswhichGod had done among theGentiles
by them. 13And when they had come to an end, James, answering, said, My brothers,
give ear tome: 14SymeonhasgivenanaccountofhowGodwasfirst pleased to take from
among the Gentiles a people for himself. 15And this is in agreement with the words of
the prophets, as it is said, 16After these things I will come back, and will put up the tent
of David which has been broken down, building up again its broken parts and making
it complete: 17So that the rest ofmenmaymake search for the Lord, and all the Gentiles
on whom my name is named, 18 Says the Lord, who has made these things clear from
the earliest times. 19 For this reason my decision is, that we do not put trouble in the
way of those who from among the Gentiles are turned to God; 20But that we give them
orders to keep themselves from things offered to false gods, and from the evil desires
of the body, and from the flesh of animals put to death in ways against the law, and
fromblood. 21ForMoses, from times longpast, hashis preachers in every town, reading
his law in the Synagogues every Sabbath. 22 Then it seemed good to the Apostles and
the rulers and all the church, to send men from among them to Antioch with Paul and
Barnabas; Judas, named Barsabbas, and Silas, chief men among the brothers: 23 And
they sent a letter by them, saying, The Apostles and the older brothers, to the brothers
who are of theGentiles inAntioch and Syria and Cilicia,may joy bewith you: 24Because
we have knowledge that some who went from us have been troubling you with their
words, putting your souls in doubt; to whomwe gave no such order; 25 It seemed good
to us, having come to an agreement together, to send these men to you, with our well
lovedBarnabas and Paul, 26Menwhohave given up their lives for the nameof our Lord
Jesus Christ. 27And sowe have sent Judas and Silas, whowill say the same things to you
themselves, by word of mouth. 28For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us, to put
on younothingmore than these necessary things; 29To keep from things offered to false
gods, and from blood, and from things put to death in ways which are against the law,
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and from the evil desires of the body; if you keep yourselves from these, you will do
well. May you be happy. 30So they, being sent away, came down to Antioch, and having
got the people together, they gave them the letter. 31And after reading it, theywere glad
of its comfort. 32And Judas and Silas, who themselves were prophets, gave teaching to
the brothers and made them strong in the faith. 33And when they had been there for
some time, they were sent back in peace by the brothers to those who had sent them.
34 [] 35 But Paul and Barnabas kept on in Antioch, teaching and preaching the word of
God, with a number of others. 36And after some days, Paul said to Barnabas, Let us go
back and see the brothers in every townwherewe have given theword of God, and see
how they are. 37And Barnabas had a desire to takewith them John, namedMark. 38But
Paul was of the opinion that it was not right to take with them one who had gone away
from them in Pamphylia, and had not gone on with the work. 39And there was a sharp
argumentbetween them, so that theywereparted fromoneanother, andBarnabas took
Markwithhimandwentby ship toCyprus; 40ButPaul tookSilas andwentawaywith the
blessing of the brothers. 41And hewent through Syria and Cilicia, making the churches
stronger in the faith.

16
1 And he came to Derbe and Lystra: and there was a certain disciple there named

Timothy, whose mother was one of the Jews of the faith, but his father was a Greek;
2Of whom the brothers at Lystra and Iconium had a high opinion. 3 Paul had a desire
for him to go with him, and he gave him circumcision because of the Jews whowere in
those parts: for they all had knowledge that his father was a Greek. 4And on their way
through the towns, they gave them the rules which had beenmade by the Apostles and
the rulers of the church at Jerusalem, so that they might keep them. 5 So the churches
were made strong in the faith and were increased in number every day. 6 And after
they had gone through the land of Phrygia and Galatia, the Holy Spirit did not let them
take the word into Asia; 7And having come to Mysia, they made an attempt to go into
Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesusdidnot let them; 8AndgoingpastMysia, they camedown
toTroas. 9AndPaulhadavision in thenight; amanofMacedonia came, requestinghim,
and saying, Come over into Macedonia and give us help. 10And when he had seen the
vision, straight awaywemade thedecision togo intoMacedonia, for it seemedcertain to
us thatGodhad sent us to give the goodnews to them. 11So, fromTroaswewent straight
by ship to Samothrace and thedayafter toNeapolis; 12And from there toPhilippi,which
is the most important town of Macedonia and a Roman colony: and we were there for
some days. 13 And on the Sabbath we went outside the town, by the river, where we
had an idea that there would be a place of prayer; and, being seated, we had talk with
the women who had come together. 14And a certain woman named Lydia, a trader in
purple cloth of the town of Thyatira, and a God-fearing woman, gave ear to us: whose
heart the Lordmade open to give attention to the things which Paul was saying. 15And
when she and her family had had baptism, shemade a request to us, saying, If it seems
to you that I am true to the Lord, come into my house and be my guests. And she made
us come. 16And when we were going to the place of prayer, we came across a girl with
a spirit which gave knowledge of the future, whosemastersmade great profit fromher
power. 17She came after Paul and us, crying out and saying, Thesemen are the servants
of the Most High God, who are giving you news of the way of salvation. 18And this she
did on a number of days. But Paul was greatly troubled and, turning, said to the spirit, I
give you orders in the name of Jesus Christ, to come out of her. And it came out that very
hour. 19Butwhenhermasters saw that their hope of profitwas gone, they tookPaul and
Silas, pulling them into themarket-place before the rulers; 20Andwhen they had taken
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them before the authorities, they said, These men, who are Jews, are greatly troubling
our town; 21Teaching rules of livingwhich it is not right for us to have or to keep, being
Romans. 22 And the people made an attack on them all together: and the authorities
took their clothing off them, and gave orders for them to bewhipped. 23Andwhen they
had given them a great number of blows, they put them in prison, giving orders to the
keeper of the prison to keep them safely: 24And he, having such orders, put them into
the inner prison with chains on their feet. 25 But about the middle of the night, Paul
and Silas weremaking prayers and songs to God in the hearing of the prisoners; 26And
suddenly therewasanearth-shock, so that thebaseof theprisonwasmoved: andall the
doors came open, and everyone's chains came off. 27And the keeper, coming out of his
sleep, and seeing the prison doors open, took his sword and was about to put himself
to death, fearing that the prisoners had got away. 28 But Paul said in a loud voice, Do
yourself no damage, for we are all here. 29And he sent for lights and came rushing in
and, shaking with fear, went down on his face before Paul and Silas, 30And took them
out and said, Sirs, what have I to do to get salvation? 31And they said, Have faith in the
Lord Jesus, and you and your family will have salvation. 32And they gave the word of
the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 33And that same hour of the night,
he took them, and when he had given attention to their wounds, he and all his family
had baptism straight away. 34And he took them into his house and gave them food, and
he was full of joy, having faith in God with all his family. 35 But when it was day, the
authorities sent the police, saying, Let thesemen go. 36And the keeper said to Paul, The
authorities have given orders to let you go: come out now, and go in peace. 37But Paul
said to them, They have given us who are Romans a public whipping without judging
us, and have put us in prison. Will they now send us out secretly? no, truly, let them
come themselves and take us out. 38And the police gave an account of these words to
the authorities, and they were full of fear on hearing that they were Romans; 39 Then
they came andmade prayers to them, requesting them, when they had taken them out,
to go away from the town. 40And they came out of the prison and went to the house of
Lydia: and when they had seen the brothers they gave them comfort and went away.

17
1Now when they had gone through Amphipolis and Apollonia they came to Thessa-

lonica,where therewasaSynagogueof the Jews: 2AndPaul, ashe generally did,went in
to them, and on three Sabbath days had discussions with them from the holyWritings,
3 Saying to them clearly and openly that Christ had to be put to death and come back
to life again; and that this Jesus, whom, he said, I am preaching to you, is the Christ.
4And some of them had faith, and were joined to Paul and Silas; and a number of the
God-fearing Greeks, and some of the chief women. 5 But the Jews, being moved with
envy, tookwith them certain low persons from among the common people, and getting
together a great number of people, made an outcry in the town, attacking the house of
Jasonwith the purpose of taking them out to the people. 6Andwhen theywere not able
to get them, they took Jason and some of the brothers by force before the rulers of the
town, crying, These men, who have made trouble all over the world have now come
here; 7Whom Jason has taken into his house: and they are acting against the orders of
Caesar, saying that there is another king, Jesus. 8And hearing these things the people
and the rulers of the townwere troubled. 9And havingmade Jason and the others give
an undertaking to keep the peace, they let them go. 10And the brothers straight away
sentPaul andSilas awaybynight toBeroea: and they,when they came there,went to the
Synagogue of the Jews. 11Now theseweremore noble than the Jews of Thessalonica, for
they gave serious attention to theword, searching in the holyWritings every day, to see
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if these things were so. 12And a number of them had faith, and no small number of the
Greekwomenof highposition andof themen. 13Butwhen the Jews of Thessalonica had
news that Paulwaspreaching thewordatBeroea, they came there, troubling thepeople
andworking themup. 14So thebrothers sent Paul straight away to the sea: but Silas and
Timothy kept there still. 15But thosewhowentwith Paul took him as far as Athens, and
then went away, with orders from him to Silas and Timothy to come to him quickly.
16Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was troubled, for he saw
all the town full of images of the gods. 17 So he had discussions in the Synagogue with
the Jews and God-fearing Gentiles, and every day in the market-place with those who
were there. 18And some of thosewhowere supporters of the theories of the Epicureans
and the Stoics, had a meeting with him. And some said, What is this talker of foolish
words saying? And others, He seems to be a preacher of strange gods: because he was
preaching of Jesus and his coming back from the dead. 19And they took him to Mars'
Hill, saying, Will you make clear to us what is this new teaching of yours? 20 For you
seem to us to say strange things, and we have a desire to get the sense of them. 21 (Now
all the Athenians and the men from other lands who come there were giving all their
time to talking or hearing of anything new.) 22 And Paul got to his feet on Mars' Hill
and said, O men of Athens, I see that you are overmuch given to fear of the gods. 23For
when I came by, I was looking at the things to which you give worship, and I saw an
altar with this writing on it, TO THE GOD OFWHOM THERE IS NO KNOWLEDGE. Now,
what you, without knowledge, give worship to, I make clear to you. 24 The God who
made the earth and everything in it, he, being Lord of heaven and earth, is not housed
in buildings made with hands; 25And he is not dependent on the work of men's hands,
as if he had need of anything, for he himself gives to all life and breath and all things;
26Andhe hasmade of one blood all the nations ofmen living on all the face of the earth,
ordering their times and the limits of their lands, 27 So that theymight make search for
God, in order, if possible, to get knowledge of him and make discovery of him, though
he is not far from every one of us: 28For in himwe have life andmotion and existence;
as certain of your verse writers have said, For we are his offspring. 29 If thenwe are the
offspring of God, it is not right for us to have the idea that God is like gold or silver or
stone, formed by the art or design of man. 30Those times whenmen had no knowledge
were overlooked byGod; but nowhe gives orders to allmen in every place to undergo a
change of heart: 31Because a day has been fixed inwhich all theworldwill be judged in
righteousness by the man who has been marked out by him for this work; of which he
has given a sign to all men by giving him back from the dead. 32Now on hearing about
the coming back from death, some of them made sport of it, but others said, Let us go
more fully into this another time. 33And so Paul went away from among them. 34 But
some men gave him their support: among whom was Dionysius the Areopagite, and a
woman named Damaris, and others with them.

18
1 After these things, he went away from Athens, and came to Corinth. 2 And there

he came across a certain Jew named Aquila, a man of Pontus by birth, who not long
before had come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had given orders
that all Jews were to go away from Rome: and he came to them; 3And because he was
of the same trade, he was living with them, and they did their work together; for by
trade theywere tent-makers. 4And every Sabbath he had discussions in the Synagogue,
turning Jews and Greeks to the faith. 5And when Silas and Timothy came down from
Macedonia, Paul was completely given up to the word, preaching to the Jews that the
Christ was Jesus. 6And when they put themselves against him, and said evil words, he
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said, shaking his clothing, Your blood be on your heads, I am clean: from now I will go
to the Gentiles. 7Andmoving from there, he went into the house of a man named Titus
Justus, a God-fearing man, whose house was very near the Synagogue. 8And Crispus,
the ruler of the Synagogue,with all his family, had faith in the Lord; and a great number
of the people of Corinth, hearing theword, had faith andwere given baptism. 9And the
Lord said to Paul in the night, in a vision, Have no fear and go on preaching: 10 For I
am with you, and no one will make an attack on you to do you damage: for I have a
number of people in this town. 11And hewas there for a year and sixmonths, teaching
the word of God among them. 12 But when Gallio was ruler of Achaia, all the Jews
togethermade an attack on Paul, and took him to the judge's seat, 13Saying, Thisman is
teaching thepeople to giveworship toGod inawaywhich is against the law. 14Butwhen
Paul was about to say something, Gallio said to the Jews, If this was anything to dowith
wrongdoing or crime, there would be a reason for me to give you a hearing: 15But if it
is a question of words or names or of your law, see to it yourselves; I will not be a judge
of such things. 16And he sent them away from the judge's seat. 17And they all made an
attack on Sosthenes, the ruler of the Synagogue, and gave him blows before the judge's
seat; but Gallio gave no attention to these things. 18And Paul, after waiting some days,
went away from the brothers andwent by ship to Syria, Priscilla and Aquila beingwith
him; and he had had his hair cut off in Cenchrea, for he had taken an oath. 19And they
came down to Ephesus and he left them there: and he himself went into the Synagogue
and had a discussion with the Jews. 20 And being requested by them to be there for a
longer time, he said, No; 21And went from them, saying, I will come back to you if God
lets me; and he took ship from Ephesus. 22And when he had come to land at Caesarea,
he went to see the church, and then went down to Antioch. 23And having been there
for some time, he went through the country of Galatia and Phrygia in order, making
the disciples strong in the faith. 24Now a certain Jew named Apollos, an Alexandrian
by birth, and a man of learning, came to Ephesus; and he had great knowledge of the
holy Writings. 25 This man had been trained in the way of the Lord; and burning in
spirit, he gave himself up to teaching the facts about Jesus, though he had knowledge
only of John's baptism: 26 And he was preaching in the Synagogue without fear. But
Priscilla andAquila, hearing hiswords, took him in, and gave him fuller teaching about
the way of God. 27And when he had a desire to go over into Achaia, the brothers gave
him help, and sent letters to the disciples requesting them to take him in among them:
andwhen he had come, he gavemuch help to thosewho had faith through grace: 28For
he overcame the Jews inpublic discussion,making clear from theholyWritings that the
Christ was Jesus.

19
1And it came about that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul, having gone through the

higher country, came to Ephesus, where there were certain disciples: 2 And he said
to them, Did you get the Holy Spirit when you had faith? And they said to him, No,
we have had no knowledge of the Holy Spirit. 3 And he said, What sort of baptism
did you have? And they said, The baptism of John. 4 And Paul said, John gave a
baptismwhich goes with a change of heart, saying to the people that they were to have
faith in him who was coming after him, that is, in Jesus. 5 And hearing this, they had
baptism in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6Andwhen Paul had put his hands on them, the
Holy Spirit came on them; and they had the power of talking in tongues, and acting
like prophets. 7 And there were about twelve of these men. 8 And he went into the
Synagogue, and for three months he was preaching there without fear, reasoning and
teachingabout thekingdomofGod. 9Butbecause someof thepeoplewerehard-hearted
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andwouldnot givehearing, saying evilwords about theWaybefore thepeople, hewent
away from them, and kept the disciples separate, reasoning every day in the school of
Tyrannus. 10And this went on for two years, so that all those who were living in Asia
had knowledge of the word of the Lord, Greeks as well as Jews. 11And God did special
works of power by the hands of Paul: 12 So that bits of linen and clothing from his body
were taken to people who were ill, and their diseases went away from them and the
evil spirits went out. 13But some of the Jews who went from place to place driving out
evil spirits, took it on themselves to make use of the name of the Lord Jesus over those
who had evil spirits, saying, I give you orders, by Jesus, whom Paul is preaching. 14And
there were seven sons of a man named Sceva, a Jew and a chief priest, who did this.
15And the evil spirit, answering, said to them, I have knowledge of Jesus, and of Paul,
but who are you? 16 And the man in whom the evil spirit was, jumping on them, was
stronger than the two of them, and overcame them, so that they went running from
thathouse,woundedandwithout their clothing. 17And this came to the ears of all those,
Jews and Greeks, whowere living at Ephesus; and fear came on them all, and the name
of the Lord Jesus was made great. 18 And a number of those who had faith came and
made a public statement of their sins and all their acts. 19And a great number of those
who were experts in strange arts took their books and put them on the fire in front of
everyone: and when the books were valued they came to fifty thousand bits of silver.
20 So the word of the Lord was increased very greatly and was full of power. 21 Now
after these things were ended, Paul came to a decision that when he had gone through
Macedonia andAchaia hewould go to Jerusalem, saying, After I have been there, I have
a desire to see Rome. 22And having sent two of his helpers, Timothy and Erastus, into
Macedonia, he himself went on living in Asia for a time. 23And about that time a great
outcry took place about the Way. 24 For there was a certain man named Demetrius, a
silver-worker, whomade silver boxes for the images of Diana, and gave no small profit
to the workmen; 25Whom he got together, with other workmen of the same trade, and
said to them, Men, it is clear that from this business we get our wealth. 26And you see,
for it has come to your ears, that not only at Ephesus, but almost all through Asia, this
Paul has been teachingnumbers of people and turning themaway, saying that those are
not gods who are made by men's hands: 27And there is danger, not only that our trade
may be damaged in the opinion of men, but that the holy place of the great goddess
Diana may be no longer honoured, and that she to whom all Asia and the world give
worship, will be put down from her high position. 28And hearing this, they were very
angry, crying out and saying, Great is Diana of Ephesus. 29 And the town was full of
noise and trouble, and they all came running into the theatre, having taken by force
Gaius and Aristarchus, men ofMacedoniawhowere journeying in companywith Paul.
30And when Paul was about to go in to the people, the disciples did not let him. 31And
some of the rulers of Asia, being his friends, sent to him, requesting him seriously not
to put himself in danger by going into the theatre. 32And some said one thing, and some
another: for there was no order in the meeting; and most of them had no idea why
they had come together. 33 Then they took Alexander out from among the people, the
Jews putting him forward. And Alexander, making a sign with his hand, was about to
make a statement to the people in answer: 34Butwhen they saw that hewas a Jew, all of
themwith one voicewent on crying out for about two hours, Great is Diana of Ephesus.
35Andwhen the chief secretary had got the people quiet, he said,Menof Ephesus, is any
man without knowledge that the town of Ephesus is the keeper of the holy place of the
great Diana, whowas sent down from Jupiter? 36So then, because these thingsmay not
be doubted, it would be better for you to be quiet, and do nothing unwise. 37 For you
have taken these men, who are not doing damage to the holy place or talking against
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our goddess. 38 If, then, Demetrius and the workmen who are with him have a protest
to make against any man, the law is open to them, and there are judges; let them put
up a cause at law against one another. 39 But if any other business is in question, let
it be taken up in the regular meeting. 40 For, truly, we are in danger of being made
responsible for this day's trouble, there beingno cause for it: andwearenot able to give
any reason for this coming together. 41And when he had said this, he sent the meeting
away.

20
1 And after the noise had come to an end, Paul, having sent for the disciples and

given them comfort, went away from them to Macedonia. 2 And when he had gone
through those parts and given them much teaching, he came into Greece. 3And when
he had been there three months, because the Jews had made a secret design against
him when he was about to take ship for Syria, he made a decision to go back through
Macedonia. 4And Sopater of Beroea, the son of Pyrrhus, and Aristarchus and Secundus
of Thessalonica, andGaius of Derbe, and Timothy, and Tychicus and Trophimus of Asia,
went with him as far as Asia. 5 But these had gone before, and were waiting for us at
Troas. 6And we went away from Philippi by ship after the days of unleavened bread,
and came to them at Troas in five days; and wewere there for seven days. 7And on the
first day of the week, when we had come together for the holy meal, Paul gave them
a talk, for it was his purpose to go away on the day after; and he went on talking till
after the middle of the night. 8 And there were a number of lights in the room where
we had come together. 9And a certain youngman named Eutychus, who was seated in
thewindow,went into a deep sleep; andwhile Paulwent on talking, being overcome by
sleep, he had a fall from the third floor, and was taken up dead. 10And Paul went down
and, falling on him, took him in his arms and said, Do not be troubled, for his life is in
him. 11And when he had gone up, and had taken the broken bread, he went on talking
to them for a long time, even till dawn, and then he went away. 12 And they took the
boy in, living, and were greatly comforted. 13 But we, going before him by ship, went
to Assos with the purpose of taking Paul in there: for so he had given orders, because
he himself was coming by land. 14And when he came up with us at Assos, we took him
in the ship and went on to Mitylene. 15 And going from there by sea, we came on the
day after opposite Chios, and touching at Samos on the day after that, we came on the
third day to Miletus. 16 For Paul's purpose was to go past Ephesus, so that he might not
be kept in Asia; for he was going quickly, in order, if possible, to be at Jerusalem on the
day of Pentecost. 17And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus for the rulers of the church.
18Andwhen they had come, he said to them, You yourselves have seenwhatmy life has
been like all the time from the daywhen I first came into Asia, 19Doing the Lord's work
without pride, through all the sorrow and troubles which came on me because of the
evil designs of the Jews: 20And how I kept back nothingwhichmight be of profit to you,
teaching you publicly and privately, 21 Preaching to Jews and to Greeks the need for a
turning of the heart to God, and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 22And now, as you see,
I am going to Jerusalem, a prisoner in spirit, having no knowledge of what will come
to me there: 23 Only that the Holy Spirit makes clear to me in every town that prison
and pains are waiting for me. 24 But I put no value on my life, if only at the end of it I
may see the work complete which was given to me by the Lord Jesus, to be a witness of
the good news of the grace of God. 25And now I am conscious that you, among whom I
have gone about preaching the kingdom, will not see my face again. 26And so I say to
you this day that I am clean from the blood of all men. 27For I have not kept back from
you anything of the purpose of God. 28Give attention to yourselves, and to all the flock
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which the Holy Spirit has given into your care, to give food to the church of God, for
which he gave his blood. 29 I am conscious that after I am gone, evil wolves will come
in among you, doing damage to the flock; 30And fromamong yourselveswill comemen
who will give wrong teaching, turning away the disciples after them. 31 So keep watch,
having inmind that for three yearswithout resting Iwas teaching every one of you, day
and night, with weeping. 32 And now, I give you into the care of God and the word of
his grace, which is able tomake you strong and to give you your heritage among all the
saints. 33 I have had no desire for anyman's silver or gold or clothing. 34You yourselves
have seen that with these hands I got what was necessary for me and those who were
with me. 35 In all things I was an example to you of how, in your lives, you are to give
help to the feeble, andkeep inmemory thewords of theLord Jesus, howhehimself said,
There is a greater blessing in giving than in getting. 36And having said these words, he
went down on his knees in prayer with them all. 37And they were all weeping, falling
on Paul's neck and kissing him, 38 Being sad most of all because he had said that they
would not see his face again. And so they went with him to the ship.

21
1And after parting from them,we put out to sea and came straight to Cos, and the day

after to Rhodes, and from there to Patara: 2And as there was a ship going to Phoenicia,
we went in it. 3 And when we had come in view of Cyprus, going past it on our left,
we went on to Syria, and came to land at Tyre: for there the goods which were in the
ship had to be taken out. 4 And meeting the disciples we were there for seven days:
and they gave Paul orders through the Spirit not to go up to Jerusalem. 5 And when
these days came to an end, we went on our journey; and they all, with their wives and
children, came with us on our way till we were out of the town: and after going on our
knees in prayer by the sea, 6We said our last words to one another, and got into the
ship, and they went back to their houses. 7And journeying by ship from Tyre we came
to Ptolemais; and there we had talk with the brothers and were with them for one day.
8Andon thedayafter,wewent awayandcame toCaesarea,wherewewere guests in the
house of Philip, the preacher, who was one of the seven. 9And he had four daughters,
virgins,whowereprophets. 10Andwhilewewerewaiting there for somedays, a certain
prophet, named Agabus, came down from Judaea. 11And he came to us, and took the
band of Paul's clothing, and putting it round his feet and hands, said, The Holy Spirit
says these words, So will the Jews do to the man who is the owner of this band, and
theywill give himup into the hands of the Gentiles. 12Andhearing these things, we and
those whowere living in that placemade request to him not to go to Jerusalem. 13Then
Paul said, What are you doing, weeping and wounding my heart? for I am ready, not
only to be a prisoner, but to be put to death at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.
14 And as he might not be moved we did no more, saying, Let the purpose of God be
done. 15And after these days we got ready and went up to Jerusalem. 16And some of
the disciples fromCaesareawentwith us, taking a certainMnason of Cyprus, one of the
early disciples, inwhosehousewewere tobe living. 17Andwhenwecame to Jerusalem,
the brothers were pleased to see us. 18And on the day after, Paul went with us to James,
and all the rulers of the church were present. 19 And when he had said how glad he
was to see them, he gave them a detailed account of the things which God had done
through his work among the Gentiles. 20And hearing it, they gave praise to God; and
they said to him, You see, brother, what thousands there are among the Jews, who have
the faith; and they all have a great respect for the law: 21 And they have had news of
you, how you have been teaching all the Jews among the Gentiles to give up the law
of Moses, and not to give circumcision to their children, and not to keep the old rules.
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22What then is the position? They will certainly get news that you have come. 23 Do
this, then, which we say to you: We have four men who have taken an oath; 24Go with
these, andmake yourself cleanwith them, andmake the necessary payments for them,
so that theymaybe free fromtheir oath: andeveryonewill see that the statementsmade
about you are not true, but that you put yourself under rule, and keep the law. 25But as
to the Gentiles who have the faith, we sent a letter, giving our decision that they were
to keep themselves from offerings made to false gods, and from blood, and from the
flesh of animals put to death in ways against the law, and from the evil desires of the
body. 26Then Paul took themen, and on the day after, making himself cleanwith them,
he went into the Temple, giving out the statement that the days necessary for making
them clean were complete, till the offering was made for every one of them. 27 And
when the seven days were almost ended, the Jews fromAsia, seeing him in the Temple,
got the people together and put their hands on him, 28 Crying out, Men of Israel, come
to our help: this is themanwho is teaching all men everywhere against the people and
the law and this place: and in addition, he has taken Greeks into the Temple, andmade
this holy place unclean. 29 For they had seen him before in the town with Trophimus
of Ephesus, and had the idea that Paul had taken himwith him into the Temple. 30And
all the townwasmoved, and the people came running together and put their hands on
Paul, pulling him out of the Temple: and then the doors were shut. 31And while they
were attempting to put him to death, news came to the chief captain of the band that all
Jerusalemwas out of control. 32And straight away he took some armedmen and went
quickly down to them: and the Jews, seeing them, gave no more blows to Paul. 33Then
the chief captain came near and took him, and gave orders for him to be put in chains,
questioning them as to who he was and what he had done. 34And some said one thing
and some another, among the people: and as he was not able to get a knowledge of the
facts because of the noise, he gave orders for Paul to be taken into the army building.
35 And when he came on to the steps, he was lifted up by the armed men, because of
the force of the people; 36For a great mass of people came after them, crying out, Away
with him! 37Andwhen Paul was about to be taken into the building, he said to the chief
captain, May I say something to you? And he said, Have you a knowledge of Greek?
38Are you by chance the Egyptian who, before this, got the people worked up against
the government and took four thousand men of the Assassins out into the waste land?
39 But Paul said, I am a Jew of Tarsus in Cilicia, which is not an unimportant town: I
make a request to you to let me say a word to the people. 40And when he let him do so,
Paul, from the steps, made a sign with his hand to the people, and when they were all
quiet, he said to them in the Hebrew language,

22
1My brothers and fathers, give ear to the story ofmy life which I now put before you.

2And, hearing him talking in theHebrew language, they became themore quiet, andhe
said, 3 I am a Jew of Tarsus in Cilicia by birth, but I hadmy education in this town at the
feet of Gamaliel, being trained in the keeping of every detail of the law of our fathers;
given up to the cause of God with all my heart, as you are today. 4And I made attacks
on this Way, even to death, taking men and women and putting them in prison. 5 Of
which the high priest will be a witness, and all the rulers, from whom I had letters to
the brothers; and I went into Damascus, to take those who were there as prisoners to
Jerusalem for punishment. 6And it came about that while I was onmy journey, coming
near toDamascus, about themiddle of the day, suddenly I sawa great light fromheaven
shining roundme. 7Andwhen Iwent downon the earth, a voice came tomyears saying
to me, Saul, Saul, why are you attacking me so cruelly? 8And I, answering, said, Who
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are you; Lord? And he said to me, I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are attacking.
9 And those who were with me saw the light, but the voice of him who was talking to
me came not to their ears. 10 And I said, What have I to do, Lord? And the Lord said
to me, Get up, and go into Damascus; and it will be made clear to you what you have
to do. 11And because I was unable to see because of the glory of that light, those who
were with me took me by the hand, and so I came to Damascus. 12And one Ananias, a
God-fearing man, who kept the law, and of whom all the Jews in that place had a high
opinion, 13 Came to my side and said, Brother Saul, let your eyes be open. And in that
very hour I was able to see him. 14And he said, You have been marked out by the God
of our fathers to have knowledge of his purpose, and to see the Upright One and to give
ear to the words of his mouth. 15 For you will be a witness for him to all men of what
you have seen and ofwhat has come to your ears. 16Andnow,why are youwaiting? get
up, and have baptism, for the washing away of your sins, giving worship to his name.
17 And it came about that when I had come back to Jerusalem, while I was at prayer
in the Temple, my senses becamemore than naturally clear, 18And I saw him saying to
me,Gooutof Jerusalemstraight awaybecause theywill not givehearing toyourwitness
about me. 19And I said, Lord, they themselves have knowledge that I went through the
Synagogues putting in prison andwhipping all thosewhohad faith in you: 20Andwhen
Stephen your witness was put to death, I was there, giving approval, and looking after
the clothing of those who put him to death. 21And he said to me, Go, for I will send you
far away to the Gentiles. 22And they gave him a hearing as far as this word; then with
loud voices they said, Away with this man from the earth; it is not right for him to be
living. 23Andwhile theywerecryingout, andpullingoff their clothing, andsendingdust
into the air, 24The chief captain gave orders for him to be taken into the army building,
saying that he would put him to the test by whipping, so that hemight have knowledge
of the reason why they were crying out so violently against him. 25Andwhen they had
put leather bands round him, Paul said to the captain whowas present, Is it the law for
you to give blows to a man who is a Roman and has not been judged? 26And hearing
this, the man went to the chief captain and gave him an account of it, saying, What are
you about to do? for thisman is a Roman. 27And the chief captain came to himand said,
Give me an answer, are you a Roman? And he said, Yes. 28And the chief captain said,
I got Roman rights for myself at a great price. And Paul said, But I had them by birth.
29 Then those who were about to put him to the test went away: and the chief captain
was in fear, seeing that hewas aRoman, and that hehadput chains onhim. 30But on the
day after, desiring to have certain knowledge of what the Jews had to say against him,
he made him free, and gave orders for the chief priests and all the Sanhedrin to come
together, and he took Paul and put him before them.

23
1 And Paul, looking fixedly at the Sanhedrin, said, My brothers, my life has been

upright before God till this day. 2 And the high priest, Ananias, gave orders to those
who were near him to give him a blow on the mouth. 3Then Paul said to him, God will
give blows to you, you whitewashed wall: are you here to be my judge by law, and by
your orders am I given blows against the law? 4And those who were near said, Do you
say such words against God's high priest? 5 And Paul said, Brother, I had no idea that
he was the high priest: for it has been said, Youmay not say evil about the ruler of your
people. 6But when Paul saw that half of them were Sadducees and the rest Pharisees,
he said in the Sanhedrin, Brothers, I am a Pharisee, and the son of Pharisees: I am here
to be judged on the question of the hope of the coming back from the dead. 7Andwhen
he had said this, therewas an argument between the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and
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a division in themeeting. 8For the Sadducees say that there is no coming back from the
dead, and no angels or spirits: but the Pharisees have belief in all these. 9And therewas
a great outcry: and some of the scribes on the side of the Pharisees got up and took part
in the discussion, saying, We see no evil in this man: what if he has had a revelation
from an angel or a spirit? 10 And when the argument became very violent, the chief
captain, fearing that Paulwouldbepulled in twoby them, gaveorders to thearmedmen
to take him by force from among them, and take him into the army building. 11And the
night after, the Lord came to his side and said, Be of good heart, for as you have been
witnessing for me in Jerusalem, so will you bemywitness in Rome. 12Andwhen it was
day, the Jews came together and put themselves under an oath that they would take no
food or drink till they had put Paul to death. 13And more than forty of them took this
oath. 14And they came to the chief priests and the rulers and said,Wehave takena great
oath to take no food till we have put Paul to death 15So now, will you and the Sanhedrin
make a request to themilitary authorities to have him sent down to you, as if you were
desiring to go into the business in greater detail; and we, before ever he gets to you,
will be waiting to put him to death. 16 But Paul's sister's son had word of their design,
and he came into the army building and gave news of it to Paul. 17And Paul sent for a
captain and said, Take this young man to your chief, for he has news for him. 18 So he
took him to the chief captain and said, Paul, the prisoner, made a request to me to take
this youngman to you, for he has something to say to you. 19And the chief took him by
the hand and, going on one side, said to him privately, What is it you have to say tome?
20 And he said, The Jews are in agreement together to make a request to you for Paul
to be taken, on the day after this, into the Sanhedrin, to be questioned in greater detail.
21But do not give way to them, for more than forty of them are waiting for him, having
taken an oath not to take food or drink till they have put him to death: and now they
are ready, waiting for your order. 22 So the chief captain let the young man go, saying
to him, Do not say to anyone that you have given me word of these things. 23 And he
sent for two captains and said, Make ready two hundred men, with seventy horsemen
and two hundred spearmen, to go to Caesarea, at the third hour of the night: 24And get
beasts so that they may put Paul on them, and take him safely to Felix, the ruler. 25And
he sent a letter in thesewords: 26Claudius Lysias, to themost noble ruler, Felix, peace be
with you. 27This manwas taken by the Jews, andwas about to be put to death by them,
when I came on themwith the army and took himout of danger, having knowledge that
he was a Roman. 28And, desiring to get at the reason for their attack on him, I took him
down to their Sanhedrin: 29 Then it became clear to me that it was a question of their
law, and that nothingwas said against himwhichmight be a reason for prison or death.
30Andwhennewswas given tome that a secret designwasbeingmadeagainst theman,
I sent himstraight away to you, giving orders to thosewhoare against him tomake their
statements before you. 31So the armedmen, as they were ordered, took Paul and came
by night to Antipatris. 32But on the day after, they sent the horsemen on with him, and
went back to their place: 33 And they, when they came to Caesarea, gave the letter to
the ruler, and took Paul before him. 34 And after reading it, he said, What part of the
country do you come from? And, hearing that he was from Cilicia, 35 I will give hearing
to your cause, he said, when those who are against you have come. And he gave orders
for him to be kept in Herod's Praetorium.

24
1 And after five days, the high priest, Ananias, came with certain of the rulers, and

an expert talker, one Tertullus; and they made a statement to Felix against Paul. 2And
whenhehadbeen sent for, Tertullus, startinghis statement, said, Becausebyyouweare
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living in peace, and through your wisdom wrongs are put right for this nation, 3 In all
things and in all placesweare conscious of our great debt to you,most noble Felix. 4But,
so that I may notmake you tired, I make a request to you of yourmercy, to give hearing
to a short statement. 5 For this man, in our opinion, is a cause of trouble, a maker of
attacks on the government among Jews through all the empire, and a chief mover in
the society of the Nazarenes: 6Who, in addition, was attempting to make the Temple
unclean: whom we took, 7 [] 8 And from whom you will be able, by questioning him
yourself, to get knowledge of all the things which we say against him. 9 And the Jews
were in agreement with his statement, saying that these things were so. 10 Then when
the ruler had given him a sign tomake his answer, Paul said, Because I have knowledge
that you have been a judge over this nation for a number of years, I am glad to make
my answer: 11 Seeing that you are able to make certain of the fact that it is not more
than twelve days from the time when I came up to Jerusalem for worship; 12And they
have not seenme in argument with anyman in the Temple, or working up the feelings
of the people, in the Synagogues or in the town: 13And they are not able to give facts in
support of the thingswhich they say againstme now. 14But this I will say openly to you,
that I do give worship to the God of our fathers after that Way, which to them is not the
true religion: but I have belief in all the things which are in the law and in the books
of the prophets: 15Hoping in God for that which they themselves are looking for, that
there will be a coming back from the dead for upright men and wrongdoers. 16And in
this, I do my best at all times to have no reason for shame before God or men. 17Now
after a number of years I came to give help and offerings to my nation: 18And having
been made clean, I was in the Temple, but not with a great number of people, and not
with noise: but there were certain Jews from Asia, 19And it would have been better if
they had come here to make a statement, if they have anything against me. 20 Or let
these men here present say what wrongdoing was seen in me when I was before the
Sanhedrin, 21But only this one thing which I said among them in a loud voice, I am this
day being judged on the question of the coming back from the dead. 22 But Felix, who
had amore detailed knowledge of theWay, put them off, saying,When Lysias, the chief
captain, comes down, I will give attention to your business. 23And he gave orders to the
captain to keep Paul under his control, and to let him have everything he had need of;
and not to keep his friends from coming to see him. 24But after some days, Felix came
withDrusilla hiswife, whowas of the Jews by birth, and sent for Paul, and gave hearing
to him about faith in Christ Jesus. 25Andwhile he was talking about righteousness and
self-control and the judging which was to come, Felix had great fear and said, Go away
for the present, andwhen the right time comes I will send for you. 26For hewas hoping
that Paul would give himmoney: so he sent for himmore frequently and had talk with
him. 27But after two years Porcius Festus took the place of Felix, who, desiring to have
the approval of the Jews, kept Paul in chains.

25
1 So Festus, having come into that part of the country which was under his rule, after

three days went up to Jerusalem from Caesarea. 2 And the chief priests and the chief
men of the Jewsmade statements against Paul, 3Requesting Festus to give effect to their
design against him, and send him to Jerusalem, when theywould bewaiting to put him
to death on the way. 4But Festus, in answer, said that Paul was being kept in prison at
Caesarea, and that in a short timehehimselfwas going there. 5So, he said, let thosewho
have authority among you go with me, and if there is any wrong in the man, let them
make a statement against him. 6Andwhen he had beenwith them not more than eight
or ten days, he went down to Caesarea; and on the day after, he took his place on the
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judge's seat, and sent for Paul. 7Andwhen he came, the Jewswho had come down from
Jerusalemcameroundhim, andmadeall sorts of serious statements against him,which
were not supported by the facts. 8Then Paul, in his answer to them, said, I have done no
wrong against the law of the Jews, or against the Temple, or against Caesar. 9But Festus,
desiring to get the approval of the Jews, said to Paul,Will you go up to Jerusalem, and be
judged before me there in connection with these things? 10And Paul said, I am before
the seat of Caesar's authoritywhere it is right forme to be judged: I have donenowrong
to the Jews, asyouarewell able to see. 11 If, then, I amawrongdoerand there isacauseof
death inme, I amready for death: if it is not as they say againstme, nomanmay giveme
up to them. Let my cause come before Caesar. 12 Then Festus, having had a discussion
with the Jews,made answer, You have said, Letmy cause come before Caesar; to Caesar
you will go. 13Now when some days had gone by, King Agrippa and Bernice came to
Caesarea and went to see Festus. 14And as they were there for some days, Festus gave
them Paul's story, saying, There is a certain man here who was put in prison by Felix:
15 Against whom the chief priests and the rulers of the Jews made a statement when
I was at Jerusalem, requesting me to give a decision against him. 16 To whom I gave
answer that it is not the Roman way to give a man up, till he has been face to face with
those who are attacking him, and has had a chance to give an answer to the statements
made against him. 17 So, when they had come together here, straight away, on the day
after, I took my place on the judge's seat and sent for the man. 18 But when they got
up they said nothing about such crimes as I had in mind: 19 But had certain questions
against him in connectionwith their religion, and about one Jesus, nowdead,who, Paul
said,was living. 20Andas I hadnot enoughknowledge for thediscussionof these things,
I made the suggestion to him to go to Jerusalem and be judged there. 21But when Paul
made a request that he might be judged by Caesar, I gave orders for him to be kept till I
might send him to Caesar. 22And Agrippa said to Festus, I have a desire to give the man
a hearingmyself. Tomorrow, he said, youmay give himahearing. 23So on the day after,
whenAgrippaandBernice in great gloryhad come into thepublic placeofhearing,with
the chief of the army and the chiefmen of the town, at the order of Festus, Paulwas sent
for. 24And Festus said, King Agrippa, and all those who are present here with us, you
see this man, about whom all the Jews have made protests to me, at Jerusalem and in
this place, saying that it is not right for him to be living any longer. 25But, inmy opinion,
there is no cause of death in him, and as he himself has made a request to be judged
by Caesar, I have said that I would send him. 26But I have no certain account of him to
send to Caesar. So I have sent for him to comebefore you, and specially before you, King
Agrippa, so that after the business has been gone into, I may have something to put in
writing. 27 For it seems to me against reason to send a prisoner without making clear
what there is against him.

26
1And Agrippa said to Paul, You may put your cause before us. Then Paul, stretching

out his hand, made his answer, saying: 2 In my opinion I am happy, King Agrippa, to be
able to give my answer before you today to all these things which the Jews say against
me: 3Themore so, because you are expert in all questions to dowith the Jews and their
ways: so I make my request to you to give me a hearing to the end. 4All the Jews have
knowledge of my way of life from my early years, as it was from the start among my
nation, and at Jerusalem; 5 And they are able to say, if they would give witness, that I
was living as a Pharisee, in that division of our religion which is most regular in the
keeping of the law. 6Andnow I amhere to be judged because of the hope given byGod's
word to our fathers; 7 For the effecting of which our twelve tribes have been working
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and waiting night and day with all their hearts. And in connection with this hope I am
attacked by the Jews, O king! 8Why, in your opinion, is it outside belief for God tomake
the dead come to life again? 9 For I, truly, was of the opinion that it was right for me
to do a number of things against the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 10 And this I did in
Jerusalem: and numbers of the saints I put in prison, having had authority given to
me from the chief priests, and when they were put to death, I gave my decision against
them. 11And I gave thempunishment frequently, in all the Synagogues, forcing them to
say things against God; and burning with passion against them, I went after them even
into far-away towns. 12 Then, when I was journeying to Damascus with the authority
and orders of the chief priests, 13 In themiddle of the day, on the road I saw a light from
heaven, brighter than the sun, shining round me and those who were journeying with
me. 14And when we had all gone down on the earth, a voice came to me, saying in the
Hebrew language, Saul, Saul, why are you attacking me so cruelly? It is hard for you
to go against the impulse which is driving you. 15And I said, Who are you, Lord? And
the Lord said, I am Jesus, whom you are attacking. 16But get up on your feet: for I have
come to you for this purpose, tomake you a servant and awitness of the things inwhich
you have seen me, and of those in which you will see me; 17 And I will keep you safe
from the people, and from the Gentiles, towhom I send you, 18Tomake their eyes open,
turning them from thedark to the light, and from thepower of Satan toGod, so that they
may have forgiveness of sins and a heritage among thosewho aremade holy by faith in
me. 19 So, then, King Agrippa, I did not go against the vision from heaven; 20But I went
about, first to those in Damascus and Jerusalem, and through all the country of Judaea,
and then to the Gentiles, preaching a change of heart, so that they, being turned to God,
might give, in theirworks, the fruits of a changed heart. 21For this reason, the Jews took
me in the Temple, and made an attempt to put me to death. 22 And so, by God's help,
I am here today, witnessing to small and great, saying nothing but what the prophets
andMoses said would come about; 23That the Christ would go through pain, and being
the first to come back from the dead, would give light to the people and to the Gentiles.
24And when he made his answer in these words, Festus said in a loud voice, Paul, you
are off your head; your great learning has made you unbalanced. 25 Then Paul said, I
am not offmy head, most noble Festus, but mywords are true and wise. 26For the king
has knowledge of these things, to whom I am talking freely; being certain that all this is
commonknowledge to him; for it has not beendone in secret. 27KingAgrippa, have you
faith in the prophets? I am certain that you have. 28And Agrippa said to Paul, A little
more and you will be making me a Christian. 29And Paul said, It is my prayer to God
that, in little or great measure, not only you, but all those hearing me today might be
even as I am, but for these chains. 30And the king and the ruler and Bernice and those
who were seated with them got up; 31And when they had gone away they said to one
another, This man has done nothingwhichmight give cause for death or prison. 32And
Agrippa said to Festus, Thismanmight have beenmade free, if he had not put his cause
before Caesar.

27
1And when the decision had been made that we were to go by sea to Italy, they gave

Paul and certainotherprisoners into the careof a captainnamed Julius, of theAugustan
band. 2Andwewent to sea in a ship of Adramyttiumwhichwas sailing to the sea towns
ofAsia, Aristarchus, aMacedonianofThessalonica, beingwithus. 3Andon thedayafter,
we came to Sidon; and Juliuswas kind to Paul, and let him go to see his friends and take
a rest. 4And sailing again from there, we went on under cover of Cyprus, because the
windwasagainstus. 5Andhavinggoneacross the seaoffCiliciaandPamphyliawecame
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to Myra, in Lycia. 6And there the captain came across a ship of Alexandria, sailing for
Italy, and put us in it. 7And when we had gone on slowly for a long time, and had had
hard work getting across to Cnidus, for the wind was against us, we went under cover
of Crete, in the direction of Salmone; 8And sailing down the side of it, aswell aswewere
able, we came to a certain place named Fair Havens, nearwhichwas the town of Lasea.
9 And as a long time had gone by, and the journey was now full of danger, because it
was late in the year, Paul put the position before them, 10 Saying, Friends, I see that this
journey will be one of great damage and loss, not only to the goods and the ship, but to
ourselves. 11 But the captain gave more attention to the master and the owner of the
ship than towhat Paul said. 12And as the harbourwas not a good one inwhich to be for
thewinter, the greater number of themwere for going out to sea, in order, if possible, to
put in for thewinter at Phoenix, a harbour of Crete, looking to the north-east and south-
east. 13And when the south wind came softly, being of the opinion that their purpose
might be effected, they let the ship go andwent sailing down the side of Crete, very near
to the land. 14But after a little time, a very violent wind, named Euraquilo, came down
from it with great force. 15Andwhen the ship got into the grip of it, and was not able to
make headway into the wind, we gave way, and went before it. 16And, sailing near the
side of a small islandnamedCauda,wewere able, though itwas hardwork, tomake the
ship's boat safe: 17And having got it up, they put cords under and round the ship; but
fearing that they might be pushed on to the Syrtis, they let down the sails and so went
running before the wind. 18And, still fighting the storm with all our strength, the day
after theymade a start at getting the goods out of the ship; 19And on the third day, they
let all the sailing apparatus go over the side. 20And as we had not seen the sun or stars
for a long time, and a great stormwas onus, all hope of salvationwas gone. 21Andwhen
theyhadbeenwithout food for a long time, Paul got up among themand said, Friends, it
would have been better if you had given attention to me and not gone sailing out from
Crete, to undergo this damage and loss. 22 But now, I say to you, be of good heart, for
there will be no loss of life, but only of the ship. 23 For this night there came to my side
an angel of the God who is my Master and whose servant I am, 24 Saying, Have no fear,
Paul, for youwill comebefore Caesar, andGodhas given to you all thosewho are sailing
with you. 25And so, O men, be of good heart, for I have faith in God that it will be as he
said to me. 26But we will be sent on to a certain island. 27But when the fourteenth day
came, while we were going here and there in the Adriatic sea, about the middle of the
night the sailors had an idea that they were getting near land; 28And they let down the
lead, and saw that the sea was a hundred and twenty feet deep; and after a little time
they did it again and it was ninety feet. 29Then, fearing that by chance we might come
on to the rocks, they let down four hooks from the back of the ship, and made prayers
for the coming of day. 30 Then the sailors made attempts secretly to get away from the
ship, letting down a boat as if they were about to put down hooks from the front of the
ship; 31 But Paul said to the captain and his men, If you do not keep these men in the
ship, you will not be safe. 32 Then the armed men, cutting the cords of the boat, let her
go. 33And when dawn was near, Paul gave them all orders to take food, saying, This is
the fourteenth day you have been waiting and taking no food. 34 So I make request to
you to take food; for this is for your salvation: not a hair from thehead of any of youwill
come to destruction. 35And when he had said this and had taken bread, he gave praise
to God before them all, and took ameal of the broken bread. 36Then they all took heart
and did the same. 37And we were, in the ship, two hundred and seventy-six persons.
38And when they had had enough food, they made the weight of the ship less, turning
the grain out into the sea. 39And when it was day, they had no knowledge of the land,
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but they saw an inlet of the sea with a floor of sand, and they had the idea of driving
the ship up on to it if possible. 40 So cutting away the hooks, and letting them go into
the sea, and freeing the cords of the guiding-blades, and lifting up the sail to the wind,
they went in the direction of the inlet. 41And coming to a point between two seas, they
got the ship to land; and the front part was fixed in the sand and not able to be moved,
but the back part was broken by the force of the waves. 42 Then the armed men were
for putting the prisoners to death, so that no one would get away by swimming. 43But
the captain, desiring to keep Paul safe, kept them from their purpose, and gave orders
that thosewho had knowledge of swimmingwere to go off the ship and get first to land:
44And the rest, some on boards and some on things from the ship. And so it came about
that they all got safe to land.

28
1And when we were safe, we made the discovery that the island was named Melita.

2And the simple people living there were uncommonly kind to us, for they made a fire
for us, and took us in, because it was raining and cold. 3 But when Paul had got some
sticks together and put them on the fire, a snake came out, because of the heat, and
gave him a bite on the hand. 4And when the people saw it hanging on his hand, they
said to one another, Without doubt this man has put someone to death, and though he
has got safely away from the sea, God will not let him go on living. 5But shaking off the
beast into the fire, he got no damage. 6 But they had the idea that they would see him
becoming ill, or suddenly falling down dead; but after waiting a long time, and seeing
that no damage came to him, changing their opinion, they said he was a god. 7 Now
near that place there was some land, the property of the chief man of the island, who
was named Publius; who very kindly took us into his house as his guests for three days.
8And the fatherofPubliuswas ill,withadiseaseof the stomach; towhomPaulwent, and
put his hands on him, with prayer, and made him well. 9And when this took place, all
the others in the island who had diseases came and were made well. 10Then they gave
us great honour, and, when we went away, they put into the ship whatever things we
were in need of. 11And after threemonthswewent to sea in a ship of Alexandria sailing
under the sign of the Dioscuri, which had been at the island for thewinter. 12And going
into the harbour at Syracuse, we were waiting there for three days. 13And from there,
going about in a curve, we came to Rhegium: and after one day a south wind came up
and on the day afterwe came to Puteoli: 14Wherewe came across some of the brothers,
who kept us with them for seven days; and so we came to Rome. 15And the brothers,
when they had news of us, came out from town as far as Appii Forum and the Three
Taverns to have a meeting with us: and Paul, seeing them, gave praise to God and took
heart. 16And when we came into Rome, they let Paul have a house for himself and the
armedmanwho keptwatch over him. 17Then after three days he sent for the chiefmen
of the Jews: and when they had come together, he said to them, My brothers, though I
had done nothing against the people or the ways of our fathers, I was given, a prisoner
from Jerusalem, into the hands of the Romans. 18Who, when they had put questions to
me,were ready to letmego free, because therewasno cause of death inme. 19Butwhen
the Jewsmade protest against it, I had to putmy cause into Caesar's hands; not because
I have anything to say against my nation. 20But for this reason I sent for you, to see and
have talk with you: for because of the hope of Israel I am in these chains. 21And they
said to him,We have not had letters from Judaea about you, and no one of the brothers
has come to us here to give an account or say any evil about you. 22Butwe have a desire
togivehearing toyouropinion: foras to this formof religion,wehaveknowledge that in
all places it is attacked. 23Andwhenadayhadbeenfixed, theycame tohishouse ingreat
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numbers; and he gave them teaching, givingwitness to the kingdomof God, and having
discussions with them about Jesus, from the law of Moses and from the prophets, from
morning till evening. 24And some were in agreement with what he said, but some had
doubts. 25And theywent away, for therewas a division among themafter Paul had said
this one thing: Well did the Holy Spirit say by the prophet Isaiah to your fathers, 26Go
to this people and say, Though you give ear, youwill not get knowledge; and seeing, you
will see, but the sensewill not be clear to you: 27For the heart of this people has become
fat and their ears are slow in hearing and their eyes are shut; for fear that they might
see with their eyes and give hearing with their ears and become wise in their hearts
and be turned again to me, so that I might make themwell. 28Be certain, then, that the
salvation of God is sent to the Gentiles, and they will give hearing. 29 [] 30 And for the
space of two years, Paul was living in the house of which he had the use, and had talk
with all those who went in to see him, 31 Preaching the kingdom of God and teaching
about the Lord Jesus Christ without fear, and no orderswere given that hewas not to do
so.
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Paul’s Letter to the
Romans

1Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, an Apostle by the selection of God, given authority as
a preacher of the good news, 2Of which God had given word before by his prophets in
the holyWritings, 3About his Sonwho, in the flesh, came from the family of David, 4But
was marked out as Son of God in power by the Holy Spirit through the coming to life
again of the dead; Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 Through whom grace has been given to us,
sending us out to make disciples to the faith among all nations, for his name: 6Among
whom you in the same way have been marked out to be disciples of Jesus Christ: 7 To
all those who are in Rome, loved by God, marked out as saints: Grace to you and peace
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 8 First of all, I give praise to my God
through Jesus Christ for you all, because news of your faith has gone into all the world.
9 For God is my witness, whose servant I am in spirit in the good news of his Son, that
you are at all times in my memory and in my prayers, 10 And that I am ever making
prayers that God will give me a good journey to you. 11For I have a strong desire to see
you, and to give you some grace of the spirit, so that you may be made strong; 12 That
is to say, that all of us may be comforted together by the faith which is in you and in
me. 13Youmay be certain, my brothers, that it has frequently been inmymind to come
to you (but till now I was kept from it), so that I might have some fruit from you in the
same way as I have had it from the other nations. 14 I have a debt to Greeks and to the
nations outside; to the wise and to those who have no learning. 15 For which reason I
have the desire, as far as I am able, to give the knowledge of the good news to you who
are in Rome. 16 For I have no feeling of shame about the good news, because it is the
power of God giving salvation to everyone who has faith, to the Jew first, and then to
the Greek. 17 For in it there is the revelation of the righteousness of God from faith to
faith: as it is said in the holy Writings, The man who does righteousness will be living
by his faith. 18 For there is a revelation of the wrath of God from heaven against all
the wrongdoing and evil thoughts of menwho keep downwhat is true by wrongdoing;
19Because theknowledgeofGodmaybe seen in them,Godhavingmade it clear to them.
20For from the first making of the world, those things of Godwhich the eye is unable to
see, that is, his eternal power and existence, are fully made clear, he having given the
knowledge of them through the things which he hasmade, so that men have no reason
for wrongdoing: 21 Because, having the knowledge of God, they did not give glory to
God as God, and did not give praise, but their minds were full of foolish things, and
their hearts, being without sense, were made dark. 22 Seeming to be wise, they were in
fact foolish, 23And by them the glory of the eternal Godwas changed andmade into the
image of man who is not eternal, and of birds and beasts and things which go on the
earth. 24 For this reason God gave them up to the evil desires of their hearts, working
shame in their bodies with one another: 25Because by them the true word of God was
changed into that which is false, and they gave worship and honour to the thing which
is made, and not to him who made it, to whom be blessing for ever. So be it. 26 For this
reason God gave them up to evil passions, and their womenwere changing the natural
use into onewhich is unnatural: 27And in the sameway themengaveup thenatural use
of thewoman andwere burning in their desire for one another, men doing shamewith
men, and getting in their bodies the right reward of their evil-doing. 28 And because
they had not the mind to keep God in their knowledge, God gave them up to an evil
mind, to do those things which are not right; 29Being full of all wrongdoing, evil, desire
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for the goods of others, hate, envy, putting to death, fighting, deceit, cruel ways, evil
talk, and false statements about others; 30Hated by God, full of pride, without respect,
full of loud talk, given to evil inventions, not honouring father or mother, 31Without
knowledge, not true to their undertakings, unkind, having no mercy: 32Who, though
they have knowledge of the law of God, that the fate of those who do these things is
death, not only go on doing these things themselves, but give approval to those who do
them.

2
1So you have no reason, whoever you are, for judging: for in judging another you are

judging yourself, for you do the same things. 2And we are conscious that God is a true
judge against those who do such things. 3 But you who are judging another for doing
what you do yourself, are you hoping that God's decision will not take effect against
you? 4 Or is it nothing to you that God had pity on you, waiting and putting up with
you for so long, not seeing that in his pity God's desire is to give you a change of heart?
5 But by your hard and unchanged heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the
day of the revelation of God's judging in righteousness; 6Whowill give to everymanhis
right reward: 7 To those who go on with good works in the hope of glory and honour
and salvation from death, he will give eternal life: 8 But to those who, from a love of
competition, are not guided by what is true, will come the heat of his wrath, 9 Trouble
and sorrow on all whose works are evil, to the Jew first and then to the Greek; 10 But
glory and honour and peace to all whoseworks are good, to the Jewfirst and then to the
Greek: 11 For one man is not different from another before God. 12All those who have
done wrong without the law will get destruction without the law: and those who have
done wrong under the law will have their punishment by the law; 13 For it is not the
hearers of the lawwhowill be judged as having righteousness before God, but only the
doers: 14 For when the Gentiles without the law have a natural desire to do the things
in the law, they are a law to themselves; 15Because the work of the law is seen in their
hearts, their sense of right and wrong giving witness to it, while their minds are at one
time judging them and at another giving them approval; 16 In the day when God will
be a judge of the secrets of men, as it says in the good news of which I am a preacher,
through Jesus Christ. 17But as for youwho have the name of Jew, and are resting on the
law, and take pride in God, 18And have knowledge of his desires, and are a judge of the
things which are different, having the learning of the law, 19 In the belief that you are a
guide to the blind, a light to those in the dark, 20A teacher of the foolish, having in the
law the form of knowledge and of what is true; 21 You who give teaching to others, do
you give it to yourself? you who say that a man may not take what is not his, do you
take what is not yours? 22 You who say that a man may not be untrue to his wife, are
you true to yours? youwho are a hater of images, do you dowrong to the house of God?
23Youwho takepride in the law, are youdoingwrong to thehonourofGodbybehaviour
which is against the law? 24For the name of God is shamed among the Gentiles because
of you, as it is said in the holyWritings. 25 It is true that circumcision is of use if you keep
the law, but if you go against the law it is as if you had it not. 26 If those who have not
circumcision keep the rules of the law, will it not be credited to them as circumcision?
27And they, by their keeping of the law without circumcision, will be judges of you, by
whom the law is broken though you have the letter of the law and circumcision. 28The
true Jew is not one who is only so publicly, and circumcision is not that which may be
seen in the flesh: 29 But he is a Jew who is a secret one, whose circumcision is of the
heart, in the spirit and not in the letter; whose praise is not frommen, but from God.
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3
1How then is the Jew better off? or what profit is there in circumcision? 2Much in

every way: first of all because the words of Godwere given to them. 3And if some have
no faith, will that make the faith of Godwithout effect? 4 In noway: but let God be true,
though every man is seen to be untrue; as it is said in the Writings, That your words
may be seen to be true, and you may be seen to be right when you are judged. 5 But if
the righteousness of God is supported by ourwrongdoingwhat is to be said? is it wrong
for God to be angry (as men may say)? 6 In no way: because if it is so, how is God able
to be the judge of all the world? 7 But if, because I am untrue, God being seen to be
true gets more glory, why am I to be judged as a sinner? 8 Let us not do evil so that
goodmay come (a statement whichwe are falsely said by some to havemade), because
such behaviour will have its right punishment. 9What then? are we worse off than
they? In no way: because we have before made it clear that Jews as well as Greeks are
all under the power of sin; 10 As it is said in the holy Writings, There is not one who
does righteousness; 11Not one who has the knowledge of what is right, not one who is
a searcher after God; 12 They have all gone out of the way, there is no profit in any of
them; there is not onewho does good, not somuch as one: 13Their throat is like an open
place of death; with their tongues they have said what is not true: the poison of snakes
is under their lips: 14Whose mouth is full of curses and bitter words: 15 Their feet are
quick in running after blood; 16 Destruction and trouble are in their ways; 17 And of
the way of peace they have no knowledge: 18 There is no fear of God before their eyes.
19Now, we have knowledge that what the law says is for those who are under the law,
so that every mouth may be stopped, and all menmay be judged by God: 20Because by
the works of the law no man is able to have righteousness in his eyes, for through the
law comes the knowledge of sin. 21But nowwithout the law there is a revelation of the
righteousness of God, to which witness is given by the law and the prophets; 22That is,
the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ, to all those who have faith; and
one man is not different from another, 23For all have done wrong and are far from the
glory of God; 24And theymay have righteousness put to their credit, freely, by his grace,
through the salvationwhich is in Christ Jesus: 25WhomGodhas put forward as the sign
of his mercy, through faith, by his blood, to make clear his righteousness when, in his
pity, God let the sins of earlier times go without punishment; 26And to make clear his
righteousness now, so that he might himself be upright, and give righteousness to him
who has faith in Jesus. 27What reason, then, is there for pride? It is shut out. By what
sort of law? of works? No, but by a law of faith. 28For this reason, then, a manmay get
righteousness by faith without the works of the law. 29Or is God the God of Jews only?
is he not in the same way the God of Gentiles? Yes, of Gentiles: 30 If God is one; and he
will give righteousness because of faith to those who have circumcision, and through
faith to those who have not circumcision. 31Dowe, then, through faithmake the law of
no effect? in no way: but wemake it clear that the law is important.

4
1What, then, may we say that Abraham, our father after the flesh, has got? 2 For if

Abrahamgot righteousness byworks, he has reason for pride; but not before God. 3But
what does it say in the holy Writings? And Abraham had faith in God, and it was put
to his account as righteousness. 4Now, the reward is credited to him who does works,
not as of grace but as a debt. 5 But to him who without working has faith in him who
gives righteousness to the evil-doer, his faith is put to his account as righteousness. 6As
David says that there is a blessing on theman towhose account God puts righteousness
without works, saying, 7Happy are those who have forgiveness for their wrongdoing,



Romans 4:8 978 Romans 5:14

and whose sins are covered. 8Happy is the man against whom no sin is recorded by
the Lord. 9 Is this blessing, then, for the circumcision only, or in the sameway for those
whohave not circumcision? forwe say that the faith of Abrahamwas put to his account
as righteousness. 10 How, then, was it judged? when he had circumcision, or when
he had it not? Not when he had it, but when he did not have it: 11 And he was given
the sign of circumcision as a witness of the faith which he had before he underwent
circumcision: so that he might be the father of all those who have faith, though they
have not circumcision, and so that righteousness might be put to their account; 12And
the fatherof circumcision to thosewhonot onlyareof the circumcision, butwhokeep to
thewayof that faithwhich our fatherAbrahamhadbefore heunderwent circumcision.
13 For God's word, that the earth would be his heritage, was given to Abraham, not
through the law, but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if they who are of the
law are the people who get the heritage, then faith is made of no use, and the word of
God has no power; 15 For the outcome of the law is wrath; but where there is no law it
will not be broken. 16For this reason it is of faith, so that itmay be through grace; and so
that the word of Godmay be certain to all the seed; not only to that which is of the law,
but to that which is of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, 17 (As it is said in
theholyWritings, I havemadeyoua father of anumberof nations) beforehim inwhom
he had faith, that is, God, who gives life to the dead, and to whom the things which are
not are as if theywere. 18Whowithout reason for hope, in faithwent on hoping, so that
he became the father of a number of nations, as it had been said, So will your seed be.
19And not being feeble in faith though his body seemed to him little better than dead
(he being about a hundred years old) and Sarah was no longer able to have children:
20Still, he did not give up faith in the undertaking of God, but wasmade strong by faith,
givingglory toGod, 21Andbeing certain thatGodwasable tokeephisword. 22Forwhich
reason itwas put to his account as righteousness. 23Now, itwas not because of himonly
that this was said, 24 But for us in addition, to whose account it will be put, if we have
faith in him whomade Jesus our Lord come back again from the dead, 25Who was put
to death for our evil-doing, and came to life again so that wemight have righteousness.

5
1 For which reason, because we have righteousness through faith, let us be at peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ; 2 Through whom, in the same way, we have
been able by faith to come to this grace in which we now are; and let us have joy in
hope of the glory of God. 3 And not only so, but let us have joy in our troubles: in the
knowledge that trouble gives us the power of waiting; 4And waiting gives experience;
and experience, hope: 5And hope does not put to shame; because our hearts are full of
the love of God through the Holy Spirit which is given to us. 6 For when we were still
without strength, at the right time Christ gave his life for evil-doers. 7Now it is hard for
anyone to give his life even for an upright man, though it might be that for a goodman
someone would give his life. 8But God has made clear his love to us, in that, when we
were still sinners, Christ gave his life for us. 9Muchmore, ifwe nowhave righteousness
by his blood, will salvation from the wrath of God come to us through him. 10 For if,
when we were haters of God, the death of his Son made us at peace with him, much
more, now that we are his friends, will we have salvation through his life; 11 And not
only so, but we have joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we are
now at peace with God. 12For this reason, as through oneman sin came into the world,
and death because of sin, and so death came to all men, because all have done evil:
13 Because, till the law came, sin was in existence, but sin is not put to the account of
anyone when there is no law to be broken. 14But still death had power from Adam till
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Moses, even over thosewhohadnot donewrong likeAdam,who is a picture of himwho
was to come. 15But the free giving of God is not like the wrongdoing of man. For if, by
thewrongdoing of onemandeath came to numbers ofmen,muchmore did the grace of
God, and the free giving by the grace of one man, Jesus Christ, come to men. 16And the
free giving has not the same effect as the sin of one: for the effect of one man's sin was
punishment by the decision of God, but the free giving had power to give righteousness
to wrongdoers in great number. 17 For, if by the wrongdoing of one, death was ruling
through the one, much more will those to whom has come the wealth of grace and the
giving of righteousness, be ruling in life through the one, even Jesus Christ. 18 So then,
as the effect of one act of wrongdoing was that punishment came on all men, even so
the effect of one act of righteousness was righteousness of life for all men. 19Because,
as numbers of men became sinners through the wrongdoing of one man, even so will
great numbers get righteousness through the keeping of the word of God by one man.
20And the lawcame in addition, tomakewrongdoingworse; butwhere therewasmuch
sin, therewasmuchmore grace: 21That, as sin had power in death, so gracemight have
power through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

6
1What may we say, then? are we to go on in sin so that there may be more grace?

2 In no way. How may we, who are dead to sin, be living in it any longer? 3Or are you
without the knowledge that all wewho had baptism into Christ Jesus, had baptism into
his death? 4Wehavebeenplacedwithhimamong thedead throughbaptism intodeath:
so thatasChrist cameagain fromthedeadby thegloryof theFather,we, in the sameway,
might be living in new life. 5 For, if we have been made like him in his death, we will,
in the same way, be like him in his coming to life again; 6Being conscious that our old
man was put to death on the cross with him, so that the body of sin might be put away,
and we might no longer be servants to sin. 7 Because he who is dead is free from sin.
8But if we are dead with Christ, we have faith that we will be living with him; 9Having
knowledge that because Christ has come back from the dead, he will never again go
down to the dead; death has no more power over him. 10 For his death was a death to
sin, but his life now is a life which he is living to God. 11Even so see yourselves as dead
to sin, but living to God in Christ Jesus. 12 For this cause do not let sin be ruling in your
bodywhich is under the power of death, so that you giveway to its desires; 13Anddonot
give your bodies to sin as the instruments ofwrongdoing, but give yourselves to God, as
thosewho are living from the dead, and your bodies as instruments of righteousness to
God. 14 For sin may not have rule over you: because you are not under law, but under
grace. 15What then? are we to go on in sin because we are not under law but under
grace? Let it not be so. 16 Are you not conscious that you are the servants of him to
whom you give yourselves to do his desire? if to sin, the end being death, or if to do
the desire of God, the end being righteousness. 17But praise be to God that though you
were the servants of sin, you have now given yourselves freely to that form of teaching
underwhich youwere placed; 18Andbeingmade free from sin youhave beenmade the
servants of righteousness. 19 I am using words in the way of men, because your flesh is
feeble: as you gave your bodies as servants to what is unclean, and to evil to do evil,
so now give them as servants to righteousness to do what is holy. 20When you were
servants of sin you were free from righteousness. 21What fruit had you at that time in
the thingswhich arenowa shame to you? for the endof such things is death. 22Butnow,
being free from sin, and having beenmade servants to God, you have your fruit in that
which is holy, and the end is eternal life. 23For the reward of sin is death; but what God
freely gives is eternal life in Jesus Christ our Lord.
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7
1 Is it not clear, my brothers (I am using an argument to those who have knowledge

of the law), that the law has power over a man as long as he is living? 2For the woman
who has a husband is placed by the law under the power of her husband as long as he
is living; but if her husband is dead, she is free from the law of the husband. 3 So if,
while the husband is living, she is joined to another man, she will get the name of one
who is untrue to her husband: but if the husband is dead, she is free from the law, so
that she is not untrue, even if she takes another man. 4 In the same way, my brothers,
you were made dead to the law through the body of Christ, so that youmight be joined
to another, even to him who came again from the dead, so that we might give fruit to
God. 5For when we were in the flesh, the evil passions which came into being through
the law were working in our bodies to give the fruit of death. 6 But now we are free
from the law, having been made dead to that which had power over us; so that we are
servants in the new way of the spirit, not in the old way of the letter. 7What then is to
be said? is the law sin? in no way. But I would not have had knowledge of sin but for
the law: for I would not have been conscious of desire if the law had not said, You may
not have a desire for what is another's. 8But sin, taking its chance through that which
was ordered by the law, was working in me every form of desire: because without the
law sin is dead. 9And therewas a timewhen Iwas livingwithout the law: but when the
law gave its orders, sin came to life and put me to death; 10And I made the discovery
that the law whose purpose was to give life had become a cause of death: 11 For I was
tricked and put to death by sin, which took its chance through the law. 12But the law is
holy, and its orders are holy, upright, and good. 13Was then that which is good, death to
me? In no way. But the purpose was that sin might be seen to be sin by working death
to me through that which is good; so that through the orders of the law sin might seem
muchmore evil. 14Forwe are conscious that the law is of the spirit; but I amof the flesh,
given into the power of sin. 15And I have no clear knowledge of what I am doing, for
that which I have amind to do, I do not, but what I have hate for, that I do. 16But, if I do
that which I have no mind to do, I am in agreement with the law that the law is good.
17So it is no longer I who do it, but the sin living inme. 18For I am conscious that inme,
that is, inmy flesh, there is nothing good: I have themind but not the power to dowhat
is right. 19For the goodwhich I have amind to do, I do not: but the evil which I have no
mind to do, that I do. 20But if I do what I have no mind to do, it is no longer I who do it,
but the sin living in me. 21 So I see a law that, though I have a mind to do good, evil is
present in me. 22 In my heart I take pleasure in the law of God, 23But I see another law
inmy body, working against the law ofmymind, andmakingme the servant of the law
of sinwhich is inmy flesh. 24Howunhappy am I! whowill makeme free from the body
of this death? 25 I give praise to God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So with my mind I
am a servant to the law of God, but withmy flesh to the law of sin.

8
1For this cause thosewhoare inChrist Jesuswill notbe judgedas sinners. 2For the law

of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has mademe free from the law of sin and death. 3For
what the lawwasnot able to dobecause itwas feeble through theflesh, God, sendinghis
Son in the image of the evil flesh, and as an offering for sin, gave his decision against sin
in the flesh: 4 So that what was ordered by the lawmight be done in us, who are living,
not in the way of the flesh, but in the way of the Spirit. 5For those who are living in the
way of the flesh give their minds to the things of the flesh, but those who go in the way
of the Spirit, to the things of the Spirit. 6For themind of the flesh is death, but themind
of the Spirit is life and peace: 7Because themind of the flesh is opposite to God; it is not
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under the law of God, and is not able to be: 8 So that those who are in the flesh are not
able to give pleasure toGod. 9Youare not in thefleshbut in the Spirit, if the Spirit of God
is in you. But if any man has not the Spirit of Christ he is not one of his. 10And if Christ
is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.
11 But if the Spirit of him who made Jesus come again from the dead is in you, he who
made Christ Jesus come again from the dead will in the same way, through his Spirit
which is in you, give life to your bodies which now are under the power of death. 12 So
then, my brothers, we are in debt, not to the flesh to be living in the way of the flesh:
13 For if you go in the way of the flesh, death will come on you; but if by the Spirit you
put to death theworks of the body, youwill have life. 14And all thosewho are guided by
the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15For you did not get the spirit of servants again to put
you in fear, but the spirit of sonswas given to you, bywhichwe say, Abba, Father. 16The
Spirit is witness with our spirit that we are children of God: 17And if we are children,
wehave a right to a part in the heritage; a part in the things of God, togetherwith Christ;
so that if we have a part in his pain, wewill in the sameway have a part in his glory. 18 I
amof the opinion that there is no comparison between the pain of this present time and
the glory which we will see in the future. 19 For the strong desire of every living thing
is waiting for the revelation of the sons of God. 20 For every living thing was put under
the power of change, not by its desire, but by him who made it so, in hope 21 That all
living things will be made free from the power of death and will have a part with the
free children of God in glory. 22 For we are conscious that all living things are weeping
and sorrowing in pain together till now. 23And not only so, but we who have the first
fruits of the Spirit, even we have sorrow in our minds, waiting for the time when we
will take our place as sons, that is, the salvation of our bodies. 24For our salvation is by
hope: but hope which is seen is not hope: for who is hoping for what he sees? 25 But
if we have hope for that which we see not, then we will be able to go on waiting for it.
26And in the same way the Spirit is a help to our feeble hearts: for we are not able to
make prayer to God in the right way; but the Spirit puts our desires into words which
are not in our power to say; 27And he who is the searcher of hearts has knowledge of
the mind of the Spirit, because he is making prayers for the saints in agreement with
the mind of God. 28And we are conscious that all things are working together for good
to those who have love for God, and have been marked out by his purpose. 29Because
those of whom he had knowledge before they came into existence, were marked out
by him to be made like his Son, so that he might be the first among a band of brothers:
30 And those who were marked out by him were named; and those who were named
were given righteousness; and to those towhomhegave righteousness, in the sameway
he gave glory. 31What may we say about these things? If God is for us, who is against
us? 32Hewho did not keep back his only Son, but gave himup for us all, will he notwith
him freely give us all things? 33Who will say anything against the saints of God? It is
God who makes us clear from evil; 34Who will give a decision against us? It is Christ
Jesus who not only was put to death, but came again from the dead, who is now at the
right hand of God, taking our part. 35Whowill come between us and the love of Christ?
Will trouble, or pain, or cruel acts, or the need of food or of clothing, or danger, or the
sword? 36As it is said in theholyWritings, Because of youweare put to death every day;
we are like sheep ready for destruction. 37But we are able to overcome all these things
andmore throughhis love. 38For I amcertain that not death, or life, or angels, or rulers,
or things present, or things to come, or powers, 39Or things on high, or things under the
earth, or anything which is made, will be able to come between us and the love of God
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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9
1 I say what is true in Christ, and not what is false, my mind giving witness with me

in the Holy Spirit, 2That I am full of sorrow and pain without end. 3For I have a desire
to take onmyself the curse formy brothers, my family in the flesh: 4Who are Israelites:
who have the place of sons, and the glory, and the agreements with God, and the giving
of the law, and the worship, and the hope offered by God: 5Whose are the fathers, and
of whom came Christ in the flesh, who is over all, God, to whom be blessing for ever. So
be it. 6But it is not as if the word of God was without effect. For they are not all Israel,
who are of Israel: 7And they are not all children because they are the seed of Abraham;
but, In Isaac will your seed be named. 8 That is, it is not the children of the flesh, but
the children of God's undertaking, who are named as the seed. 9For this is the word of
God's undertaking, At this time will I come, and Sarah will have a son. 10And not only
so, but Rebecca being about to have a child by our father Isaac— 11Before the children
had come into existence, or had done anything good or bad, in order that God's purpose
and his selection might be effected, not by works, but by him whose purpose it is, 12 It
was said to her, The older will be the servant of the younger. 13 Even as it is said, I had
love for Jacob, but for Esau I had hate. 14Whatmaywe say then? is God not upright? let
it not be said. 15For he says toMoses, I will havemercy onwhom Iwill havemercy, and
pity onwhom Iwill have pity. 16So then, it is not by the desire or by the attempt ofman,
but by themercy of God. 17For the holyWritings say to Pharaoh, For this same purpose
did I put you on high, so that I might makemy power seen in you, and that there might
be knowledge ofmyname through all the earth. 18So then, at his pleasure he hasmercy
on a man, and at his pleasure he makes the heart hard. 19But you will say to me, Why
does he still make us responsible? who is able to go against his purpose? 20But, Oman,
who are you, tomake answer against God? May the thingwhich ismade say to himwho
made it, Why did youmakeme so? 21Or has not the potter the right to make out of one
part of his earth a vessel for honour, and out of another a vessel for shame? 22What
if God, desiring to let his wrath and his power be seen, for a long time put up with the
vessels of wrath which were ready for destruction: 23And to make clear the wealth of
his glory to vessels ofmercy, which he had beforemade ready for glory, 24Even us, who
weremarked out by him, not only from the Jews, but from the Gentiles? 25As he says in
Hosea, They will be named my people who were not my people, and she will be loved
whowasnot loved. 26And in the placewhere itwas said to them, You are notmypeople,
there theywill be named the sons of the livingGod. 27And Isaiah says about Israel, Even
if the number of the children of Israel is as the sand of the sea, only a small part will get
salvation: 28 For the Lord will give effect to his word on the earth, putting an end to it
and cutting it short. 29And, as Isaiahhad said before, If the Lord of armies hadnot given
us a seed, we would have been like Sodom and Gomorrah. 30What then may we say?
That the nations who did not go after righteousness have got righteousness, even the
righteousness which is of faith: 31But Israel, going after a law of righteousness, did not
get it. 32Why? Because theywere not searching for it by faith, but byworks. They came
up against the stone which was in the way; 33 As it is said, See, I am putting in Zion a
stone causing a fall, and a rock in the way: but he who has faith in him will not be put
to shame.

10
1 Brothers, my heart's desire and my prayer to God for them is, that they may get

salvation. 2For I givewitnessof themthat theyhavea strongdesire forGod, butnotwith
knowledge. 3 Because, not having knowledge of God's righteousness, and desiring to
give effect to their righteousness, theyhavenot put themselves under the righteousness
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of God. 4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who has faith.
5 For Moses says that the man who does the righteousness which is of the law will get
life by it. 6But the righteousnesswhich is of faith says thesewords, Saynot inyourheart,
Who will go up to heaven? (that is, to make Christ come down:) 7Or, Who will go down
into the deep? (that is, to make Christ come again from the dead:) 8 But what does it
say? The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart: that is, the word of faith
of whichwe are the preachers: 9Because, if you saywith yourmouth that Jesus is Lord,
and have faith in your heart that God hasmade him come back from the dead, youwill
have salvation: 10 For with the heart man has faith to get righteousness, and with the
mouthhe says that Jesus isLord toget salvation. 11Because it is said in theholyWritings,
Whoever has faith in him will not be shamed. 12And the Jew is not different from the
Greek: for there is the same Lord of all, who is good to all who have hope in his name:
13Because, Whoever will give worship to the name of the Lord will get salvation. 14But
howwill they giveworship to him inwhom they have no faith? and howwill they have
faith in him of whom they have not had news? and how will they have news without
a preacher? 15And how will there be preachers if they are not sent? As it is said, How
beautiful are the feet of those who give the glad news of good things. 16But they have
not all given ear to the good news. For Isaiah says, Lord, who has had faith in ourword?
17 So faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ. 18But I say, Did not the
word come to their ears? Yes, certainly: Their sound has gone out into all the earth, and
their words to the ends of the world. 19But I say, Had Israel no knowledge? First Moses
says, You will be moved to envy by that which is not a nation, and by a foolish people
I will make you angry. 20And Isaiah says without fear, Those who were not searching
for memade discovery of me; and I was seen by those whose hearts were turned away
fromme. 21But about Israel he says; All the daymy hands have been stretched out to a
people whose hearts were turned away, and who put themselves against myword.

11
1 So I say, Has God put his people on one side? Let there be no such thought. For I am

of Israel, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 2God has not put away the
peopleofhis selection. Orhaveyounoknowledgeofwhat is saidaboutElijah in theholy
Writings? how he says words to God against Israel, 3Lord, they have put your prophets
to death, andmadewaste your altars, and now I am the last, and they are searching for
me to take away my life. 4 But what answer does God make to him? I have still seven
thousand men whose knees have not been bent to Baal. 5 In the same way, there are at
this present time somewhoaremarkedoutby the selectionof grace. 6But if it is of grace,
then it is no longer of works: or grace would not be grace. 7What then? That which
Israel was searching for he did not get, but those of the selection got it and the rest were
made hard. 8As it was said in the holy Writings, God gave them a spirit of sleep, eyes
whichmight not see, and ears which have no hearing, to this day. 9And David says, Let
their table be made a net for taking them, and a stone in their way, and a punishment:
10Let their eyes bemade dark so that theymay not see, and let their back be bent down
at all times. 11 So I say, Were their steps made hard in order that theymight have a fall?
In no way: but by their fall salvation has come to the Gentiles, so that they might be
moved to envy. 12Now, if their fall is the wealth of the world, and their loss the wealth
of theGentiles, howmuch greaterwill be the glorywhen they aremade full? 13But I say
to you, Gentiles, in so far as I am theApostle of theGentiles, Imakemuchofmyposition:
14 If in any way those who are of my flesh may be moved to envy, so that some of them
may get salvation byme. 15For, if by their putting away, the rest ofmenhave beenmade
friends with God, what will their coming back again be, but life from the dead? 16And
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if the first-fruit is holy, so is the mass: and if the root is holy, so are the branches. 17But
if some of the branches were broken off, and you, an olive-tree of the fields, were put
in among them, and were given a part with them in the root by which the olive-tree is
made fertile, 18Do not be uplifted in pride over the branches: because it is not youwho
are the support of the root, but it is by the root that you are supported. 19 You will say,
Branches were broken off so that I might be put in. 20 Truly, because they had no faith
they were broken off, and you have your place by reason of your faith. Do not be lifted
up in pride, but have fear; 21For, if God did not havemercy on the natural branches, he
will not havemercy on you. 22See then that God is good but his rules are fixed: to those
whowere put away hewas hard, but to you he has been good, on the condition that you
keep in hismercy; if not, youwill be cut off as theywere. 23And they, if they donot go on
without faith, will be united to the tree again, because God is able to put them in again.
24 For if you were cut out of a field olive-tree, and against the natural use were united
to a good olive-tree, how much more will these, the natural branches, be united again
with the olive-treewhichwas theirs? 25For it ismydesire, brothers, that this secretmay
be clear to you, so that youmay not have pride in your knowledge, that Israel has been
madehard inpart, till all theGentiles have come in; 26And soall Israelwill get salvation:
as it is said in the holy Writings, There will come out of Zion the One who makes free;
by him wrongdoing will be taken away from Jacob: 27 And this is my agreement with
them, when I will take away their sins. 28As far as the good news is in question, they
are cut off fromGod on account of you, but as far as the selection is in question, they are
loved on account of the fathers. 29Because God's selection and his mercies may not be
changed. 30 For as you, in time past, were not under the rule of God, but now have got
mercy through their turning away, 31 So in the same way these have gone against the
orders of God, so that by themercy given to you theymay now getmercy. 32For God has
let themall go against his orders, so that hemighthavemercyon themall. 33Ohowdeep
is the wealth of the wisdom and knowledge of God! no one is able to make discovery of
his decisions, and hiswaysmay not be searched out. 34Whohas knowledge of themind
of the Lord? or who has taken part in his purposes? 35Or who has first given to him,
and it will be given back to him again? 36 For of him, and through him, and to him, are
all things. To him be the glory for ever. So be it.

12
1For this reason I make request to you, brothers, by the mercies of God, that you will

give your bodies as a living offering, holy, pleasing to God, which is the worship it is
right for you to give him. 2And let not your behaviour be like that of this world, but be
changed andmade new inmind, so that by experience youmay have knowledge of the
good and pleasing and complete purpose of God. 3But I say to every one of you, through
the grace given to me, not to have an over-high opinion of himself, but to have wise
thoughts, as God has given to every one a measure of faith. 4For, as we have a number
of parts in one body, but all the parts have not the same use, 5 So we, though we are a
number of persons, are one body in Christ, and are dependent on one another; 6And
having different qualities by reason of the grace given to us, such as the quality of a
prophet, let it bemade use of in relation to themeasure of our faith; 7Or the position of
aDeaconof the church, let amangive himself to it; or hewhohas the power of teaching,
let himmakeuse of it; 8Hewhohas thepowerof comforting, let himdo so; hewhogives,
let him give freely; he who has the power of ruling, let him do it with a serious mind;
he who has mercy on others, let it be with joy. 9 Let love be without deceit. Be haters
of what is evil; keep your minds fixed on what is good. 10Be kind to one another with a
brother's love, putting others before yourselves in honour; 11Be not slow in yourwork,
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but be quick in spirit, as the Lord's servants; 12Being glad in hope, quiet in trouble, at all
times given to prayer, 13Giving to the needs of the saints, ready to take people into your
houses. 14Give blessing and not curses to thosewho are cruel to you. 15Take part in the
joy of thosewho are glad, and in the grief of thosewho are sorrowing. 16Be in harmony
with one another. Do not have a high opinion of yourselves, but be in agreement with
common people. Do not give yourselves an air of wisdom. 17Do not give evil for evil to
any man. Let all your business be well ordered in the eyes of all men. 18As far as it is
possible for you be at peacewith allmen. 19Donot give punishment forwrongs done to
you, dear brothers, but give way to the wrath of God; for it is said in the holy Writings,
Punishment ismine, I will give reward, says the Lord. 20But if onewho has hate for you
is in need of food or of drink, give it to him, for in so doing you will put coals of fire on
his head. 21Do not let evil overcome you, but overcome evil by good.

13
1Let everyone put himself under the authority of the higher powers, because there is

no power which is not of God, and all powers are ordered by God. 2 For which reason
everyonewho puts himself against the authority puts himself against the order of God:
and those who are against it will get punishment for themselves. 3 For rulers are not
a cause of fear to the good work but to the evil. If you would have no fear of the
authority, do good and you will have praise; 4 For he is the servant of God to you for
good. But if you do evil, have fear; for the sword is not in his hand for nothing: he
is God's servant, making God's punishment come on the evil-doer. 5 So put yourselves
under the authority, not for fear of wrath, but because you have the knowledge of what
is right. 6 For the same reason, make payment of taxes; because the authority is God's
servant, to take care of such things at all times. 7 Give to all what is their right: taxes
to him whose they are, payment to him whose right it is, fear to whom fear, honour to
whom honour is to be given. 8Be in debt for nothing, but to have love for one another:
for he who has love for his neighbour has kept all the law. 9And this, Do not be untrue
in married life, Do not put to death, Do not take what is another's, Do not have desire
for what is another's, and if there is any other order, it is covered by this word, Have
love for your neighbour as for yourself. 10Love does nowrong to his neighbour, so love
makes the law complete. 11 See then that the time has come for you to be awake from
sleep: for now is your salvation nearer thanwhen you first had faith. 12The night is far
gone, and the day is near: so let us put off the works of the dark, arming ourselves with
light, 13With right behaviour as in the day; not in pleasure-making and drinking, not in
bad company and unclean behaviour, not in fighting and envy. 14 But put on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and do not give thought to the flesh to do its desires.

14
1Do not put on one side him who is feeble in faith, and do not put him in doubt by

your reasonings. 2Oneman has faith to take all things as food: anotherwho is feeble in
faith takes only green food. 3Let not himwho takes food have a lowopinion of himwho
does not: and let not himwho does not take food be a judge of himwho does; for he has
God's approval. 4Who are you to make yourself a judge of another man's servant? it is
to his master that he is responsible for good or bad. Yes, his place will be safe, because
theLord is able to keephim from falling. 5Thismanputs onedaybefore another: to that
man they are the same. Let every man be certain in his mind. 6He who keeps the day,
keeps it to the Lord; and he who takes food, takes it as to the Lord, for he gives praise
to God; and he who does not take food, to the Lord he takes it not, and gives praise to
God. 7 For every man's life and every man's death has a relation to others as well as to
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himself. 8As long as we have life we are living to the Lord; or if we give up our life it is
to the Lord; so if we are living, or if our life comes to an end, we are the Lord's. 9And for
this purpose Christ went into death and came back again, that he might be the Lord of
the dead and of the living. 10But you, why do you make yourself your brother's judge?
or again, why have you no respect for your brother? because we will all have to take
our place before God as our judge. 11 For it is said in the holy Writings, By my life, says
the Lord, to me every knee will be bent, and every tongue will give worship to God.
12So every one of us will have to give an account of himself to God. 13Then let us not be
judges of one another any longer: but keep this in mind, that noman is to make it hard
for his brother, or give him cause for doubting. 14 I am conscious of this, and am certain
in the Lord Jesus, that nothing is unclean in itself; but for theman inwhose opinion it is
unclean, for him it is unclean. 15And if because of food your brother is troubled, then
you are no longer going on in theway of love. Do not let your food be destruction to him
for whomChrist went into death. 16Let it not be possible formen to say evil about your
good: 17For the kingdom of God is not food and drink, but righteousness and peace and
joy in theHoly Spirit. 18Andhewho in these things is Christ's servant, is pleasing to God
and has the approval of men. 19 So then, let us go after the things which make peace,
and the things by which wemay be a help to one another. 20Do not let the work of God
come to nothing on account of food. All things are certainly clean; but it is evil for that
manwhoby taking foodmakes it hard for another. 21 It is better not to takemeat orwine
or to do anything which might be a cause of trouble to your brother. 22The faith which
you have, have it to yourself before God. Happy is themanwho is not judged by that to
which he gives approval. 23But hewho is in doubt is judged if he takes food, because he
does it not in faith; and whatever is not of faith is sin.

15
1 We who are strong have to be a support to the feeble, and not give pleasure to

ourselves. 2 Let every one of us give pleasure to his neighbour for his good, to make
him strong. 3 For Christ did not give pleasure to himself, but, as it is said, The bitter
words of those who were angry with you came on me. 4Now those things which were
putdown inwritingbeforeour timewere forour learning, so that throughquietwaiting
and through the comfort of the holy Writings we might have hope. 5Nowmay the God
whogives comfort and strength inwaitingmakeyouof the samemindwithoneanother
in harmony with Christ Jesus: 6 So that with one mouth you may give glory to the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7So then, take one another to your hearts, as Christ
took us, to the glory of God. 8 Now I say that Christ has been made a servant of the
circumcision to give effect to the undertakings given by God to the fathers, 9And so that
the Gentilesmight give glory to God for hismercy; as it is said, For this reason Iwill give
praise to you among the Gentiles, and I will make a song to your name. 10 And again
he says, Take part, you Gentiles, in the joy of his people. 11 And again, Give praise to
the Lord, all you Gentiles; and let all the nations give praise to him. 12And again Isaiah
says, Therewill be the root of Jesse, and hewho comes to be the ruler over the Gentiles;
in himwill the Gentiles put their hope. 13Nowmay the God of hopemake you full of joy
and peace through faith, so that all hope may be yours in the power of the Holy Spirit.
14And I myself am certain of you, brothers, that you are full of what is good, complete
in all knowledge, able to give direction to one another. 15But I have, in some measure,
less fear in writing to you to put these things before you again, because of the grace
which was given to me by God, 16 To be a servant of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles, doing
the work of a priest in the good news of God, so that the offering of the Gentiles might
be pleasing to God, beingmade holy by the Holy Spirit. 17So I have pride in Christ Jesus
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in the things which are God's. 18 And I will keep myself from talking of anything but
those thingswhich Christ has done byme to put the Gentiles under his rule inword and
in act, 19By signs and wonders, in the power of the Holy Spirit; so that from Jerusalem
and round about as far as Illyricum I have given all the good news of Christ; 20Making it
my purpose not to take the good newswhere Christ was named, so that myworkmight
not be resting on that of others; 21 But as it is said in the holy Writings, They will see,
to whom the news of him had not been given, and those to whose ears it had not come
will have knowledge. 22 For which reason I was frequently kept from coming to you:
23 But now, having no longer any place in these parts and having had for a number of
years a great desire to come to you, 24Whenever I go to Spain (for it is my hope to see
you onmyway, and to be sent on there by you, if first Imay in somemeasure have been
comforted by your company) — 25But now I go to Jerusalem, taking help for the saints.
26For it has been the good pleasure of those of Macedonia and Achaia to send a certain
amount of money for the poor among the saints at Jerusalem. 27 Yes, it has been their
goodpleasure; and theyare in their debt. For if theGentileshavehadapart in the things
of the Spirit which were theirs, it is right for them, in the same way, to give them help
in the things of the flesh. 28 So when I have done this, and have given them this fruit
of love, I will go on by you into Spain. 29And I am certain that when I come, I will be
full of the blessing of Christ. 30Now I make request to you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus
Christ, and by the love of the Spirit, that you will be working together with me in your
prayers to God for me; 31 So that I may be kept safe from those in Judaea who have not
put themselves under the rule of God, and that the helpwhich I am taking for Jerusalem
may be pleasing to the saints; 32So that Imay come to you in joy by the good pleasure of
God, and have rest with you. 33Nowmay the God of peace be with you all. So be it.

16
1 It is my desire to say a good word for Phoebe, who is a servant of the church in

Cenchreae: 2 That you will take her in kindly, after the way of the saints, as one who
is the Lord's, and give her help in anything inwhich shemay have need of you: because
shehas been ahelp to a great number and tomyself. 3Givemy love to Prisca andAquila,
workers with me in Christ Jesus, 4Who for my life put their necks in danger; to whom
not only I but all the churches of the Gentiles are in debt: 5And say a kind word to the
church which is in their house. Give my love to my dear Epaenetus, who is the first
fruit of Asia to Christ. 6 Give my love to Mary, who gave much care to you. 7 Give my
love to Andronicus and Junia,my relations, whowere in prisonwithme,who are noted
among the Apostles, and who were in Christ before me. 8 Give my love to Ampliatus,
who is dear to me in the Lord, 9 Give my love to Urbanus, a worker in Christ with us,
and to my dear Stachys. 10Give my love to Apelles, who has the approval of Christ. Say
a kind word to those who are of the house of Aristobulus. 11Give my love to Herodion,
my relation. Say a kind word to those of the house of Narcissus, who are in the Lord.
12Give my love to Tryphaena and Tryphosa, workers in the Lord. Give my love to my
dear Persis, who didmuchwork in the Lord. 13Givemy love to Rufus, one of the Lord's
selection, and to his mother andmine. 14Give my love to Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes,
Patrobas, Hermas, and the brothers who are with them. 15Give my love to Philologus
and Julia, Nereus and his sister, and Olympas, and all the saints who are with them.
16Give one another a holy kiss. All the churches of Christ send their love to you. 17Now,
it is my desire, brothers, that you will take note of those who are causing division and
trouble among you, quite against the teaching which was given to you: and keep away
from them. 18For such people are not servants of the Lord Christ, but of their stomachs;
and by their smooth and well-said words the hearts of those who have no knowledge
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of evil are tricked. 19 For all have knowledge of how you do what you are ordered. For
this reason I have joy in you, but it is my desire that you may be wise in what is good,
and without knowledge of evil. 20And the God of peace will be crushing Satan under
your feet before long. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 21 Timothy, who
is working with me, sends his love to you, so do Lucius and Jason and Sosipater, my
relations. 22 I, Tertius, who have done the writing of this letter, send love in the Lord.
23Gaius, with whom I am living, whose house is open to all the church, sends his love,
so does Erastus, themanager of the accounts of the town, and Quartus, the brother. 24 []
25Now to him who is able to make you strong in agreement with the good news which
I gave you and the preaching of Jesus Christ, in the light of the revelation of that secret
whichhasbeenkept through timeseternal, 26But isnowmadeclear; andby thewritings
of the prophets, by the order of the eternal God, the knowledge of it has been given to all
the nations, so that they may come under the rule of the faith; 27 To the only wise God,
through Jesus Christ, be the glory for ever. So be it.
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Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians

1Paul, anApostle of Jesus Christ by thepurpose ofGod, andSosthenes thebrother, 2To
the church ofGodwhich is in Corinth, to thosewhohavebeenmadeholy in Christ Jesus,
saints by the selection of God,with all thosewho in every place give honour to the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours: 3 Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4 I give praise to my God for you at all times, because
of the grace of Godwhich has been given to you in Christ Jesus; 5So that in himyouhave
wealth in all things, inword and in knowledge of every sort; 6Even as thewitness of the
Christ has beenmade certain among you: 7So that having every grace you are living in
the hope of the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ; 8Who will give you strength to the
end, to be free from all sin in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is true, through
whom you have been given a part with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 10Now I make
request to you, my brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you will all say
the same thing, and that there may be no divisions among you, so that you may be in
complete agreement, in the samemind and in the same opinion. 11Because it has come
to my knowledge, through those of the house of Chloe, that there are divisions among
you,mybrothers. 12That is, that some of you say, I amof Paul; some say, I amof Apollos;
some say, I amof Cephas; and some say, I amChrist's. 13 Is there adivision inChrist? was
Paul nailed to the cross for you? orwere yougivenbaptism in thenameof Paul? 14 I give
praise to God that not one of you had baptism fromme, but Crispus andGaius; 15So that
no one may be able to say that you had baptism in my name. 16 And I gave baptism
to the house of Stephanas; but I am not certain that any others had baptism from me.
17 For Christ sent me, not to give baptism, but to be a preacher of the good news: not
with wise words, for fear that the cross of Christ might be made of no value. 18 For the
word of the cross seems foolish to those who are on the way to destruction; but to us
who are on theway to salvation it is the power of God. 19As it says in the holyWritings,
I will put an end to thewisdom of thewise, andwill put on one side the designs of those
who have knowledge. 20Where is thewise? where is hewho has knowledge of the law?
where is the man of this world who has a love of discussion? has not Godmade foolish
the wisdom of this world? 21 For because, by the purpose of God, the world, with all its
wisdom, had not the knowledge of God, it was God's pleasure, by so foolish a thing as
preaching, to give salvation to those who had faith in him. 22Seeing that the Jewsmake
request for signs, and the Greeks are looking for knowledge: 23 But we give the good
news of Christ on the cross, a hard thing to the Jews, and a foolish thing to the Gentiles;
24But to those of God's selection, Jews and Greeks, Christ is the power and the wisdom
of God. 25Becausewhat seems foolish in God is wiser thanmen; andwhat seems feeble
in God is stronger than men. 26 For you see God's design for you, my brothers, that he
has not taken a great number of the wise after the flesh, not the strong, not the noble:
27 But God made selection of the foolish things of this world so that he might put the
wise to shame; and the feeble things that he might put to shame the strong; 28And the
low things of the world, and the things without honour, did Godmake selection of, yes,
even the things which are not, so that he might make as nothing the things which are:
29 So that no flesh might have glory before God. 30 But God has given you a place in
Christ Jesus, throughwhomGod has given uswisdom and righteousness and salvation,
andmade us holy: 31 So that, as it is said in the holyWritings, Whoever has a desire for
glory, let his glory be in the Lord.
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2
1Andwhen I came to you,my brothers, I did not comewithwisewords of knowledge,

putting before you the secret of God. 2For I hadmade the decision to have knowledge of
nothing among you but only of Jesus Christ on the cross. 3And I was with you without
strength, in fear and in doubt. 4And in my preaching there were no honeyed words of
wisdom, but I was dependent on the power of the Spirit tomake it clear to you: 5So that
your faith might be based not on man's wisdom but on the power of God. 6But still we
have wisdom for those who are complete in knowledge, though not the wisdom of this
world, and not of the rulers of this world, who are coming to nothing: 7But we give the
newsof the secretwisdomofGod,whichhehadkept in storebefore theworld came into
existence, forourglory; 8Ofwhichnotoneof the rulersof thisworldhadknowledge: for
if they had, theywould not have put the Lord of glory on the cross: 9But as it says in the
holyWritings, Thingswhich the eye sawnot, andwhichhadnot come to the ears or into
the heart of man, such things as God has made ready for those who have love for him.
10 But God has given us the revelation of these things through his Spirit, for the Spirit
makes search into all things, even the deep things of God. 11For who has knowledge of
the things of a man but the spirit of the man which is in him? in the same way, no one
has knowledge of the things of God but the Spirit of God. 12 But we have not the spirit
of the world, but the Spirit which comes from God, so that we may have knowledge of
the thingswhich are freely given to us by God. 13And these are the thingswhichwe say,
not in the language of man's wisdom, but in words given to us by the Spirit, judging the
things of the spirit by the help of the Spirit. 14For the natural man is not able to take in
the things of the Spirit of God: for they seem foolish to him, and he is not able to have
knowledge of them, because such knowledge comes only through the Spirit. 15 But he
who has the Spirit, though judging all things, is himself judged by no one. 16 For who
has knowledge of themind of the Lord, so as to be his teacher? Butwe have themind of
Christ.

3
1And the teaching I gave you,my brothers, was such as Iwas able to give, not to those

who have the Spirit, but to those who are still in the flesh, even to children in Christ.
2 I gave you milk and not meat, because you were, then, unable to take it, and even
now you are not able; 3 Because you are still in the flesh: for when there is envy and
division among you, are you not still walking after the way of the flesh, even as natural
men? 4 For when one says, I am of Paul; and another says, I am of Apollos; are you
not talking like natural men? 5What then is Apollos? and what is Paul? They are but
servantswhogave you the goodnewsasGodgave it to them. 6 I did theplanting, Apollos
did the watering, but God gave the increase. 7 So then the planter is nothing, and the
waterer is nothing; but God who gives the increase. 8Now the planter and the waterer
areworking for the same end: but theywill have their separate rewards in themeasure
of their work. 9 For we are workers with God: you are God's planting, God's building.
10 In themeasure of the grace given tome, I, as awisemaster-builder, have put the base
in position, and another goes onbuilding on it. But let everyman take carewhat he puts
on it. 11 For there is no other base for the building but that which has been put down,
which is Jesus Christ. 12But on the base amanmay put gold, silver, stones of great price,
wood, dry grass, cut stems; 13Everyman'sworkwill bemade clear in that day, because it
will be tested by fire; and the fire itself will make clear the quality of everyman's work.
14 If any man's work comes through the test, he will have a reward. 15 If the fire puts
an end to any man's work, it will be his loss: but he will get salvation himself, though
as by fire. 16 Do you not see that you are God's holy house, and that the Spirit of God
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has his place in you? 17 If anyonemakes the house of God unclean, God will put an end
to him; for the house of God is holy, and you are his house. 18 Let no man have a false
idea. If anyman seems to himself to bewise among you, let him become foolish, so that
he may be wise. 19 For the wisdom of this world is foolish before God. As it is said in
the holyWritings, Hewho takes the wise in their secret designs: 20And again, The Lord
has knowledge of the reasonings of the wise, that they are nothing. 21So let no one take
pride in men. For all things are yours; 22 Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or
life, or death, or things present, or things to come; all are yours; 23And you are Christ's;
and Christ is God's.

4
1Let us be judgedas servants of Christ, andas thosewhoare responsible for the secret

things ofGod. 2And it is right for such servants to be safe persons. 3But it is a small thing
tome that I am judged by you or byman's judging; I amnot even a judge ofmyself. 4For
I am not conscious of any wrong in myself; but this does not makeme clear, for it is the
Lord who is my judge. 5 For this reason let there be no judging before the time, till the
Lord comes, who will make clear the secret things of the dark, and the designs of the
heart; and thenwill everyman have his praise fromGod. 6Mybrothers, it is because of
you that I have taken Apollos and myself as examples of these things, so that in us you
might see that it is not wise to go farther than what is in the holy Writings, so that no
one of you may be lifted up against his brother. 7 For who made you better than your
brother? or what have you that has not been given to you? but if it has been given to
you, what cause have you for pride, as if it had not been given to you? 8 For even now
you are full, even now you have wealth, you have been made kings without us: truly, I
would be glad if you were kings, so that we might be kings with you. 9 For it seems to
me that God has put us the Apostles last of all, as men whose fate is death: for we are
put on view to the world, and to angels, and tomen. 10We aremade to seem foolish for
Christ, but you are wise in Christ; we are feeble, but you are strong; you have glory, but
we have shame. 11 Even to this hour we are without food, drink, and clothing, we are
given blows and have no certain resting-place; 12Andwith our handswe do the hardest
work: when they give us curses we give blessings, when we undergo punishment we
take it quietly; 13When evil things are said about us we give gentle answers: we are
made as the unclean things of the world, as that for which no one has any use, even till
now. 14 I amnot saying these things toput you to shame, but so that, asmydear children,
you may see what is right. 15 For even if you had ten thousand teachers in Christ, you
have notmore than one father: for in Christ Jesus I have given birth to you through the
good news. 16Somy desire is that you takeme as your example. 17For this cause I have
sent Timothy to you, who is my dear and true child in the Lord; he will make clear to
youmyways in Christ, even as I am teaching everywhere in every church. 18Now some
are full of pride, as if I was not coming to you. 19But I will come to you in a short time,
if it is pleasing to the Lord, and I will take note, not of the word of those who are full of
pride, but of the power. 20For the kingdom of God is not in word but in power. 21What
is your desire? is my coming to be with punishment, or is it to be in love and a gentle
spirit?

5
1 It is said, in fact, that there is among you a sin of the flesh, such as is not seen even

among theGentiles, that oneof youhashis father'swife. 2And inplaceof feeling sorrow,
you are pleased with yourselves, so that he who has done this thing has not been sent
away from among you. 3 For I myself, being present in spirit though not in body, have
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come to a decision about him who has done this thing; 4 In the name of our Lord Jesus,
when you have come together with my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus, 5 That
this man is to be handed over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit
may have forgiveness in the day of the Lord Jesus. 6This pride of yours is not good. Do
you not see that a little leaven makes a change in all the mass? 7 Take away, then, the
old leaven, so that you may be a newmass, even as you are without leaven. For Christ
has been put to death as our Passover. 8Let us then keep the feast, not with old leaven,
and not with the leaven of evil thoughts and acts, but with the unleavened bread of
true thoughts and right feelings. 9 In my letter I said to you that you were not to keep
company with those who go after the desires of the flesh; 10 But I had not in mind the
sinnerswhoareoutside thechurch, or thosewhohaveadesire forand take theproperty
of others, or those who give worship to images; for it is not possible to keep away from
such peoplewithout going out of theworld completely: 11But the sense ofmy letterwas
that if a brother had the name of being one who went after the desires of the flesh, or
had the desire for other people's property, or was in the way of using violent language,
or being the worse for drink, or took by force what was not his, you might not keep
company with such a one, or take food with him. 12 For it is no business of mine to be
judging those who are outside; but it is yours to be judging those who are among you;
13As for thosewhoare outside, God is their judge. So put away the evilman fromamong
you.

6
1How is it, that if any one of you has a cause at law against another, he takes it before

a Gentile judge and not before the saints? 2 Is it not certain that the saints will be the
judges of the world? if then the world will be judged by you, are you unable to give
a decision about the smallest things? 3 Is it not certain that we are to be the judges of
angels? how much more then of the things of this life? 4 If then there are questions to
be judged in connectionwith the things of this life, why do you put them in the hands of
those who have no position in the church? 5 I say this to put you to shame. Is there not
amongyouonewisemanwhomaybeable togiveadecisionbetweenhisbrothers? 6But
a brother who has a cause at law against another takes it before Gentile judges. 7More
than this, it is not to your credit to have causes at law with one another at all. Why not
put up with wrong? why not undergo loss? 8 So far from doing this, you yourselves do
wrong and take your brothers' property. 9Have you not knowledge that evil-doers will
have no part in the kingdom of God? Have no false ideas about this: no one who goes
after the desires of the flesh, or gives worship to images, or is untrue whenmarried, or
is less than aman, or makes a wrong use of men, 10Or is a thief, or the worse for drink,
or makes use of strong language, or takes by force what is not his, will have any part
in the kingdom of God. 11And such were some of you; but you have been washed, you
have beenmade holy, you have been given righteousness in the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ and in the Spirit of ourGod. 12 I am free to do all things; but not all things arewise.
I am free to do all things; but I will not let myself come under the power of any. 13Food
is for the stomach and the stomach for food, and God will put an end to them together.
But the body is not for the desires of the flesh, but for the Lord; and the Lord for the
body: 14And God who made the Lord Jesus come back from the dead will do the same
for us by his power. 15Do you not see that your bodies are part of the body of Christ?
how thenmay I takewhat is a part of the body of Christ andmake it a part of the body of
a loose woman? such a thingmay not be. 16Or do you not see that he who is joined to a
loose woman is one body with her? for God has said, The two of themwill become one
flesh. 17But he who is united to the Lord is one spirit. 18Keep away from the desires of
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the flesh. Every sin which a man does is outside of the body; but he who goes after the
desires of the flesh does evil to his body. 19Or are you not conscious that your body is a
house for the Holy Spirit which is in you, andwhich has been given to you by God? and
you are not the owners of yourselves; 20For a payment has beenmade for you: let God
be honoured in your body.

7
1Now, as to the things in your letter to me: It is good for a man to have nothing to do

with a woman. 2 But because of the desires of the flesh, let every man have his wife,
and every woman her husband. 3 Let the husband give to the wife what is right; and
let the wife do the same to the husband. 4 The wife has not power over her body, but
the husband; and in the same way the husband has not power over his body, but the
wife. 5Do not keep back from one another what is right, but only for a short time, and
by agreement, so that you may give yourselves to prayer, and come together again; so
that Satan may not get the better of you through your loss of self-control. 6 But this I
say as my opinion, and not as an order of the Lord. 7 It is my desire that all men might
be even as I am. But every man has the power of his special way of life given him by
God, one in this way and one in that. 8 But I say to the unmarried and to the widows,
It is good for them to be even as I am. 9 But if they have not self-control let them get
married; for married life is better than the burning of desire. 10 But to the married I
give orders, though not I but the Lord, that thewifemay not go away fromher husband
11 (Or if she goes away from him, let her keep unmarried, or be united to her husband
again); and that the husbandmay not go away from his wife. 12But to the rest I say, and
not the Lord; If a brother has a wife who is not a Christian, and it is her desire to go on
living with him, let him not go away from her. 13And if a woman has a husband who
is not a Christian, and it is his desire to go on living with her, let her not go away from
her husband. 14 For the husband who has not faith is made holy through his Christian
wife, and the wife who is not a Christian is made holy through the brother: if not, your
childrenwould be unholy, but now are they holy. 15But if the onewho is not a Christian
has a desire to go away, let it be so: the brother or the sister in such a position is not
forced to do one thing or the other: but it is God's pleasure thatwemay be at peacewith
one another. 16 For how may you be certain, O wife, that you will not be the cause of
salvation to your husband? or you, O husband, that you may not do the same for your
wife? 17Only, as the Lord has given to a man, and as is the purpose of God for him, so
let him go on living. And these are my orders for all the churches. 18 If any man who
is a Christian has had circumcision, let him keep so; and if any man who is a Christian
has not had circumcision, let him make no change. 19 Circumcision is nothing, and its
opposite is nothing, but only doing the orders of God is of value. 20Let every man keep
the position in which he has been placed by God. 21 If you were a servant when you
became a Christian, let it not be a grief to you; but if you have a chance to become free,
make use of it. 22 For he who was a servant when he became a Christian is the Lord's
free man; and he who was free when he became a Christian is the Lord's servant. 23 It
is the Lord who has made payment for you: be not servants of men. 24My brothers, let
every man keep in that condition which is the purpose of God for him. 25Now about
virgins I have no orders from the Lord: but I give my opinion as one to whom the Lord
has givenmercy to be true to him. 26 Inmyopinion then, because of the present trouble,
it is good for a man to keep as he is. 27 If you are married to a wife, make no attempt to
get free from her: if you are free from a wife, do not take a wife. 28 If you get married
it is not a sin; and if an unmarried woman gets married it is not a sin. But those who
do so will have trouble in the flesh. But I will not be hard on you. 29 But I say this, my



1 Corinthians 7:30 994 1 Corinthians 9:5

brothers, the time is short; and from now it will be wise for those who havewives to be
as if they had them not; 30And for those who are in sorrow, to give no signs of it; and
for those who are glad, to give no signs of joy; and for those who are getting property,
to be as if they had nothing; 31And for those whomake use of theworld, not to be using
it fully; for this world's way of life will quickly come to an end. 32But it is my desire for
you to be free from cares. The unmarriedman gives his mind to the things of the Lord,
how hemay give pleasure to the Lord: 33But themarriedman gives his attention to the
things of this world, how he may give pleasure to his wife. 34 And the wife is not the
same as the virgin. The virgin gives her mind to the things of the Lord, so that she may
be holy in body and in spirit: but themarriedwoman takes thought for the things of the
world, how shemay give pleasure to her husband. 35Now I say this for your profit; not
tomake things hard for you, but because ofwhat is right, and so that youmay be able to
give all your attention to the things of the Lord. 36But if, in anyman's opinion, he is not
doingwhat is right for his virgin, if she is past her best years, and there is need for it, let
him do what seems right to him; it is no sin; let them be married. 37 But the man who
is strong in mind and purpose, who is not forced but has control over his desires, does
well if he comes to the decision to keep her a virgin. 38 So then, he who gets married to
his virgin doeswell, and hewho keeps her unmarried does better. 39 It is right for awife
to bewith her husband as long as he is living; but when her husband is dead, she is free
to be married to another; but only to a Christian. 40But it will be better for her to keep
as she is, in my opinion: and it seems tome that I have the Spirit of God.

8
1Now about things offered to images: we all seem to ourselves to have knowledge.

Knowledge givespride, but love gives true strength. 2 If anyone seems tohimself tohave
knowledge, so far he has not the right sort of knowledge about anything; 3But if anyone
has love for God, God has knowledge of him. 4So, then, as to the question of taking food
offered to images, we are certain that an image is nothing in theworld, and that there is
no God but one. 5 For though there are those who have the name of gods, in heaven or
on earth, as there are a number of gods and a number of lords, 6There is for us only one
God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we are for him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ,
through whom are all things, and we have our being through him. 7 Still, all men have
not that knowledge: but some, being used till now to the image, are conscious that they
are taking foodwhich has been offered to the image; and because they are not strong in
the faith, theirminds are troubled. 8ButGod's approval of us is not basedon the foodwe
take: if we do not take it we are no worse for it; and if we take it we are no better. 9But
take care that this power of yours does not give cause for trouble to the feeble. 10For if
a man sees you, who have knowledge, taking food as a guest in the house of an image,
will it not give him, if he is feeble, the idea that he may take food offered to images?
11 And so, through your knowledge, you are the cause of destruction to your brother,
for whom Christ underwent death. 12 And in this way, doing evil to the brothers, and
causing trouble to those whose faith is feeble, you are sinning against Christ. 13For this
reason, if food is a cause of trouble to my brother, I will give up takingmeat for ever, so
that I may not be a cause of trouble to my brother.

9
1Am I not free? am I not an Apostle? have I not seen Jesus our Lord? are you not my

work in the Lord? 2 If to others I am not an Apostle, at least I am one to you: for the fact
that you are Christians is the sign that I am an Apostle. 3My answer to those who are
judgingme is this. 4Havewe no right to take food and drink? 5Havewe no right to take
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aboutwith us a Christianwife, like the rest of the Apostles, and the brothers of the Lord,
and Cephas? 6Or I only andBarnabas, haveweno right to take a rest fromwork? 7Who
ever goes to war without looking to someone to be responsible for his payment? who
puts in vines and does not take the fruit of them? or who takes care of sheep without
drinking of their milk? 8Am I talking as a man? does not the law say the same? 9 For it
says in the law of Moses, It is not right to keep the ox from taking the grain when he is
crushing it. Is it for the oxen that God is giving orders? 10Or has he us in mind? Yes, it
was said for us; because it is right for the ploughman to do his ploughing in hope, and
for himwho is crushing the grain to do his work hoping for a part in the fruits of it. 11 If
we have been planting the things of the Spirit for you, does it seem a great thing for you
to give us a part in your things of this world? 12 If others have a part in this right over
you, have we not even more? But we did not make use of our right, so that we might
put nothing in the way of the good news of Christ. 13Do you not see that the servants
of the holy things get their living from the Temple, and the servants of the altar have
their part in the food which is offered on the altar? 14Even so did the Lord give orders
that the preachers of the good news might get their living from the good news. 15But I
have not made use of any of these things: and I am not writing this in the hope that it
may be so for me: for it would be better for me to undergo death, than for any man to
make this pride ofmine of no effect. 16For if I ama preacher of the good news, I have no
cause for pride in this; because I am forced to do so, for a curse is onme if I do not. 17But
if I do it gladly, I have a reward; and if not, I am under orders to do it. 18What then is
my reward? This, that when I am giving the good news, I may give it without payment,
not making use of my rights as a preacher of the good news. 19 For though I was free
from all men, I made myself a servant to all, so that more might have salvation. 20And
to the Jews I was as a Jew, so that I might give the good news to them; to those under
the law I was the same, not as being myself under the law, but so that I might give the
good news to those under the law. 21To those without the law I was as one without the
law, not as being without law to God, but as under law to Christ, so that I might give the
good news to those without the law. 22To the feeble, I was as one who is feeble, so that
theymight have salvation: I have been all things to all men, so that some at least might
have salvation. 23And I do all things for the cause of the good news, so that I may have
a part in it. 24Do you not see that in a running competition all take part, but only one
gets the reward? So let yourminds be fixed on the reward. 25And everymanwho takes
part in the sports has self-control in all things. Now they do it to get a crownwhich is of
this world, but we for an eternal crown. 26 So then I am running, not uncertainly; so I
am fighting, not as one who gives blows in the air: 27But I give blows to my body, and
keep it under control, for fear that, after having given the good news to others, I myself
might not have God's approval.

10
1For it ismy desire, my brothers, that youmay keep inmind how all our fatherswere

under the cloud, and they all went through the sea; 2 And they all had baptism from
Moses in the cloud and in the sea; 3And they all took the same holy food; 4And the same
holy drink: for they all took of thewater from theholy rockwhich cameafter them: and
the rockwas Christ. 5Butwithmost of themGodwas not pleased: for they came to their
end in the waste land. 6Now these things were for an example to us, so that our hearts
might not go after evil things, as they did. 7 Then do not go after false gods, as some of
them did; as it is said in the holyWritings, After resting and feasting, the people got up
to take their pleasure. 8Again, let us not give way to the desires of the flesh, as some of
themdid, of whom twenty-three thousand came to their end in one day. 9And let us not
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put the Lord to the test, as some of them did, and came to their death by snakes. 10And
do not say evil things against the Lord, as some of them did, and destruction overtook
them. 11Now these things were done as an example; and were put down in writing for
our teaching, on whom the last days have come. 12 So let him who seems to himself to
be safe go in fear of a fall. 13You have been put to no test but such as is common toman:
andGod is true,whowill not let any test comeonyouwhichyouarenot able toundergo;
but he will make with the test a way out of it, so that you may be able to go through it.
14 For this cause, my dear brothers, give no worship to false gods. 15What I am saying
is for wise men, do you be the judges of it. 16The cup of blessing which we take, does it
not give us a part in the blood of Christ? and is not the broken bread a taking part in the
body of Christ? 17 Because we, being a number of persons, are one bread, we are one
body: forwe all take part in the one bread. 18See Israel after the flesh: do not thosewho
take as food the offerings of the altar take a part in the altar? 19Do I say, then, that what
is offered to images is anything, or that the image is anything? 20What I say is that the
things offered by the Gentiles are offered to evil spirits and not to God; and it is not my
desire for you to have any part with evil spirits. 21 It is not possible for you, at the same
time, to take the cup of the Lord and the cup of evil spirits; youmay not take part in the
table of the Lord and the table of evil spirits. 22Or may we be the cause of envy to the
Lord? arewe stronger thanhe? 23Weare free todoall things, but there are thingswhich
it is not wise to do. We are free to do all things, but not all things are for the common
good. 24 Let a man give attention not only to what is good for himself, but equally to
his neighbour's good. 25Whatever meat may be had at the public market, take as food
without question of right or wrong; 26For the earth is the Lord's and all things in it. 27 If
a Gentile makes a feast for you, and you are pleased to go as a guest, take whatever is
put before you, without question of right or wrong. 28 But if anyone says to you, This
food has been used as an offering, do not take it, on account of him who said it, and on
account of his sense of right and wrong: 29 Right and wrong, I say, not for you, but for
the other man; for the fact that I am free is not dependent on another man's sense of
right orwrong. 30But if I give praise to God for the foodwhich I take, let noman say evil
of me for that reason. 31 So then, if it is a question of food or drink, or any other thing,
whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. 32 Give no cause of trouble to Jews, or to
Greeks, or to the church of God. 33Even as I giveway to allmen in all things, not looking
for profit for myself, but for the good of others, that theymay get salvation.

11
1 So take me for your example, even as I take Christ for mine. 2Now I am pleased to

see that you keepme inmemory in all things, and that you give attention to the teaching
whichwas handed down fromme to you. 3But it is important for you to keep this fact in
mind, that the head of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the man, and
the head of Christ is God. 4 Every man who takes part in prayer, or gives teaching as a
prophet,withhisheadcovered, puts shameonhishead. 5But everywomanwhodoes so
with her head unveiled, puts shame on her head: for it is the same as if her hairwas cut
off. 6For if a woman is not veiled, let her hair be cut off; but if it is a shame to a woman
to have her hair cut off, let her be veiled. 7For it is not right for a man to have his head
covered, because he is the image and glory of God: but the woman is the glory of the
man. 8For theman did not come from thewoman, but thewoman from theman. 9And
themanwasnotmade for thewoman, but thewoman for theman. 10For this reason it is
right for thewoman tohave a signof authority onherhead, because of the angels. 11But
the woman is not separate from theman, and theman is not separate from the woman
in the Lord. 12For as thewoman is from theman, so theman is through thewoman; but
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all things are fromGod. 13Be judges yourselves of the question: does it seem right for a
woman to take part in prayer unveiled? 14Does it not seem natural to you that if a man
has long hair, it is a cause of shame to him? 15But if a woman has long hair, it is a glory
to her: for her hair is given to her for a covering. 16But if any man will not be ruled in
this question, this is not our way of doing things, and it is not done in the churches of
God. 17But in giving you this order, there is one thing aboutwhich I amnot pleased: it is
that when you come together it is not for the better but for the worse. 18For first of all,
it has come to my ears that when you come together in the church, there are divisions
among you, and I take the statement to be true in part. 19 For divisions are necessary
among you, in order that those who have God's approval may be clearly seen among
you. 20But now, when you come together, it is not possible to take the holy meal of the
Lord: 21Forwhenyou take your food, everyone takes hismeal before the other; andone
has not enough food, and another is the worse for drink. 22What? have you not houses
to take your meals in? or have you no respect for the church of God, putting the poor
to shame? What am I to say to you? am I to give you praise? certainly not. 23For it was
handed down to me from the Lord, as I gave it to you, that the Lord Jesus, on the night
when Judaswas false to him, took bread, 24Andwhen it had been brokenwith an act of
praise, he said, This ismybodywhich is for you: do this inmemory ofme. 25 In the same
way, with the cup, after themeal, he said, This cup is the new testament inmy blood: do
this, whenever you take it, in memory of me. 26 For whenever you take the bread and
the cup you give witness to the Lord's death till he comes. 27 If, then, anyone takes the
bread or the cup of the Lord in the wrong spirit, he will be responsible for the body
and blood of the Lord. 28But let no man take of the bread and the cup without testing
himself. 29 For a man puts himself in danger, if he takes part in the holy meal without
being conscious that it is the Lord's body. 30 For this cause a number of you are feeble
and ill, and a number are dead. 31But if we were true judges of ourselves, punishment
would not come on us. 32But if punishment does come, it is sent by the Lord, so that we
maybe safewhen theworld is judged. 33So then,mybrothers, when you come together
to the holymeal of the Lord, let there bewaiting for one another. 34 If anyman is in need
of food, let him take his meal in his house; so that you may not come together to your
damage. And the rest I will put in order when I come.

12
1 But about the things of the spirit, my brothers, it is not right for you to be without

teaching. 2You are conscious that when you were Gentiles, in whatever way you were
guided, you went after images without voice or power. 3 So it is my desire for you to
be clear about this; that no one is able to say by the Spirit of God that Jesus is cursed;
and no one is able to say that Jesus is Lord, but by the Holy Spirit. 4 Now there are
different qualities given to men, but the same Spirit. 5And there are different sorts of
servants, but the same Lord. 6 And there are different operations, but the same God,
who is working all things in all. 7But to every man some form of the Spirit's working is
given for the common good. 8For to one are given words of wisdom through the Spirit;
and to another words of knowledge through the same Spirit: 9 To another faith in the
same Spirit; and to another the power of taking away disease, by the one Spirit; 10And
to another the power of working wonders; and to another the prophet's word; and to
another thepowerof testing spirits; to anotherdifferent sorts of tongues; and toanother
the power ofmaking clear the sense of the tongues: 11But all these are the operations of
the one and the same Spirit, giving to every man separately as his pleasure is. 12For as
the body is one, and has a number of parts, and all the partsmake one body, so is Christ.
13 For through the baptism of the one Spirit we were all formed into one body, Jews or
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Greeks, servants or free men, and were all made full of the same Spirit. 14For the body
is not one part, but a number of parts. 15 If the foot says, Because I amnot the hand, I am
not a part of the body; it is no less a part of the body. 16And if the ear says, Because I am
not the eye, I am not a part of the body; it is a part of the body all the same. 17 If all the
body was an eye, where would be the hearing? if all was hearing, where would be the
smelling? 18But nowGod has put every one of the parts in the body as it was pleasing to
him. 19And if they were all one part, where would the body be? 20But now they are all
different parts, but one body. 21And the eye may not say to the hand, I have no need of
you: or again the head to the feet, I have no need of you. 22No, those parts which seem
to be feeble are the more necessary; 23 And to those parts of the body which seem to
have less honourwe give all themore honour; and to those parts of the bodywhich are
a cause of shame to us we give the greater respect; 24But those parts of the body which
are beautiful have no need of such care: and so the body has been joined together by
God in such a way as to givemore honour to those parts which had need of it; 25So that
theremightbenodivision in thebody; but all thepartsmighthave the samecare forone
another. 26And if there is pain in one part of the body, all the parts will be feeling it; or
if one part is honoured, all the parts will be glad. 27Now you are the body of Christ, and
every one of you the separate parts of it. 28And God has put some in the church, first,
Apostles; second, prophets; third, teachers; then those with wonder-working powers,
then thosewith the power of taking away disease, helpers, wise guides, users of strange
tongues. 29Are all Apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? have all the power of
working wonders? 30Are all able to take away disease? have all the power of tongues?
are all able to give their sense? 31But let your desires be turned to the more important
things given by the Spirit. And now I am pointing out to you an even better way.

13
1 If I make use of the tongues of men and of angels, and have not love, I am like

sounding brass, or a loud-tongued bell. 2 And if I have a prophet's power, and have
knowledge of all secret things; and if I have all faith, by which mountains may be
moved from their place, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 And if I give all my goods
to the poor, and if I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it is of no profit to
me. 4 Love is never tired of waiting; love is kind; love has no envy; love has no high
opinion of itself, love has no pride; 5 Love's ways are ever fair, it takes no thought for
itself; it is not quickly made angry, it takes no account of evil; 6 It takes no pleasure in
wrongdoing, but has joy in what is true; 7Love has the power of undergoing all things,
having faith in all things, hoping all things. 8 Though the prophet's word may come to
an end, tongues come to nothing, and knowledge have nomore value, love has no end.
9 For our knowledge is only in part, and the prophet's word gives only a part of what
is true: 10 But when that which is complete is come, then that which is in part will be
no longer necessary. 11When I was a child, I made use of a child's language, I had a
child's feelings and a child's thoughts: now that I am aman, I have put away the things
of a child. 12 For now we see things in a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now my
knowledge is in part; then it will be complete, even as God's knowledge of me. 13 But
nowwe still have faith, hope, love, these three; and the greatest of these is love.

14
1Go after love; still desiring to have the things which the Spirit gives, but most of all

that youmayhave the prophet's power. 2For hewhomakes use of tongues is not talking
to men but to God; because no one has the sense of what he is saying; but in the Spirit
he is talking of secret things. 3 But the word of the prophet gives men knowledge and
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comfort and strength. 4He who makes use of tongues may do good to himself; but he
who gives the prophet's word does good to the church. 5Now though it is my desire for
you all to have the power of tongues, it would give memore pleasure to be hearing the
prophet's word from you; for this is a greater thing than using tongues, if the sense is
not given at the same time, for the good of the church. 6But, now,my brothers, if I come
to you using tongues, what profit will it be to you, if I do not give you a revelation, or
knowledge, or theword of the prophet, or teaching? 7Even thingswithout life, having a
voice, such as amusic-pipe or other instrument, if they do not give out different sounds,
who may be certain what is being played? 8 For if the war-horn gives out an uncertain
note, who will get ready for the fight? 9 So if you, in using a strange tongue, say words
which have no sense, how will anyone take in what you are saying? for you will be
talking to the air. 10There are, it may be, a number of different voices in the world, and
no voice is without sense. 11 But if the sense of the voice is not clear to me, I am like a
man from a strange country to him who is talking, and he will be the same to me. 12 So
if you are desiring the things which the Spirit gives, let your minds be turned first to
the things which are for the good of the church. 13For this reason, let the manwho has
the power of using tongues make request that he may, at the same time, be able to give
the sense. 14 For if I make use of tongues in my prayers, my spirit makes the prayer,
but not my mind. 15What then? let my prayer be from the spirit, and equally from the
mind; letmy song be from the spirit, and equally frommind. 16For if you give a blessing
with the spirit, howwill the manwho has no knowledge say, So be it, after your prayer,
seeing that he has not taken in what you are saying? 17 For your giving of the blessing
is certainly well done, but of no profit to the man without knowledge. 18 I give praise
to God that I am able to make use of tongues more than you all: 19But in the church it
would be better for me to make use of five words of which the sense was clear, so that
others might have profit, than ten thousand words in a strange tongue. 20My brothers,
do not be children in mind: in evil be as little children, but in mind be of full growth.
21 In the law it is said, By men of other tongues and by strange lips will my words come
to this people; and not even so will they give ear to me, says the Lord. 22For this reason
tongues are for a sign, not to those who have faith, but to those who have not: but the
prophet'sword is for thosewho have faith, and not for the restwho have not. 23 If, then,
the churchhas come together, andall are using tongues, and there come inmenwithout
knowledge or faith, will they not say that you are unbalanced? 24But if all are teaching
as prophets, and a man without faith or knowledge comes in, he is tested by all, he is
judged by all; 25 The secrets of his heart are made clear; and he will go down on his
face and give worship to God, saying that God is truly among you. 26What is it then,
my brothers? when you come together everyone has a holy song, or a revelation, or a
tongue, or is giving the senseof it. Let everythingbedone for the commongood. 27 If any
manmakes use of a tongue, let it not bemore than two, or at themost three, and in turn;
and let someone give the sense: 28But if there is no one to give the sense, let him keep
quiet in the church; and let his words be to himself and to God. 29And let the prophets
give their words, but not more than two or three, and let the others be judges of what
they say. 30But if a revelation is given to anotherwho is seatednear, let thefirst be quiet.
31For youmay all be prophets in turn so that allmay get knowledge and comfort; 32And
the spirits of the prophets are controlled by the prophets; 33For God is not a Godwhose
ways are without order, but a God of peace; as in all the churches of the saints. 34 Let
women keep quiet in the churches: for it is not right for them to be talking; but let them
be under control, as it says in the law. 35And if they have a desire for knowledge about
anything, let them put questions to their husbands privately: for talking in the church
puts shame on a woman. 36What? was it from you that the word of God went out? or
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did it only come in to you? 37 If anyman seems to himself to be a prophet or to have the
Spirit, let him take note of the things which I am writing to you, as being the word of
the Lord. 38But if anyman is without knowledge, let him be so. 39So then, my brothers,
let it be your chief desire to be prophets; but let no one be stopped from using tongues.
40Let all things be done in the right and ordered way.

15
1Now I am going to make clear to you, my brothers, what the good news was which I

gave to you, andwhich you took, and onwhich your faith is based, 2Bywhich you have
salvation; that is to say, the form inwhich it was given to you, if it is fixed in yourminds,
and if your faith in it is notwithout effect. 3For I gave to youfirst of allwhatwas handed
down to me, how Christ underwent death for our sins, as it says in the Writings; 4And
hewas put in the place of the dead; and on the third day he came back from the dead, as
it says in theWritings; 5And hewas seen by Cephas; then by the twelve; 6Then bymore
than five hundred brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, but some
are sleeping; 7 Then he was seen by James; then by all the Apostles. 8And last of all, as
by one whose birth was out of the right time, he was seen by me. 9 For I am the least
of the Apostles, having no right to be named an Apostle, because of my cruel attacks on
the church of God. 10But by the grace of God, I amwhat I am: and his grace which was
given to me has not been for nothing; for I did more work than all of them; though not
I, but the grace of Godwhichwaswithme. 11 If then it is I who am the preacher, or they,
this is our word, and to this you have given your faith. 12Now if the good news says
that Christ came back from the dead, how do some of you say that there is no coming
back from the dead? 13 But if there is no coming back from the dead, then Christ has
not come back from the dead: 14And if Christ did not come again from the dead, then
our good news and your faith in it are of no effect. 15 Yes, and we are seen to be false
witnesses of God; because we gave witness of God that by his power Christ came again
from the dead: which is not true if there is no coming back from the dead. 16 For if it
is not possible for the dead to come to life again, then Christ has not come to life again:
17And if that is so, your faith is of no effect; you are still in your sins. 18And, in addition,
the dead in Christ have gone to destruction. 19 If in this life onlywe have hope in Christ,
we are of all men most unhappy. 20But now Christ has truly come back from the dead,
the first-fruits of those who are sleeping. 21For as byman came death, so byman there
is a coming back from the dead. 22 For as in Adam death comes to all, so in Christ will
all come back to life. 23 But every man in his right order: Christ the first-fruits; then
those who are Christ's at his coming. 24 Then comes the end, when he will give up the
kingdom to God, even the Father; when he will have put an end to all rule and to all
authority and power. 25 For his rule will go on till he has put all those who are against
him under his feet. 26The last power to come to an end is death. 27For, as it says, He has
put all things under his feet. But when he says, All things are put under him, it is clear
that it is not said about him who put all things under him. 28And when all things have
been put under him, then will the Son himself be under him who put all things under
him, so that Godmay be all in all. 29Again, what will they dowho are given baptism for
the dead? if the dead do not come back at all, why are people given baptism for them?
30Andwhy arewe in danger every hour? 31Yes, truly, by your pride inme,my brothers
in Christ Jesus our Lord, my life is one long death. 32 If, after the way of men, I was
fighting with beasts at Ephesus, what profit is it to me? If the dead do not come to life
again, let us take our pleasure in feasting, for tomorrow we come to an end. 33Do not
be tricked by false words: evil company does damage to good behaviour. 34 Be awake
to righteousness and keep yourselves from sin; for some have no knowledge of God: I
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say this to put you to shame. 35But someone will say, How do the dead come back? and
with what sort of body do they come? 36Foolish man, it is necessary for the seed which
you put into the earth to undergo death in order that it may come to life again: 37And
when you put it into the earth, you do not put in the body which it will be, but only the
seed, of grain or some other sort of plant; 38But God gives it a body, as it is pleasing to
him, and to every seed its special body. 39All flesh is not the same flesh: but there is one
flesh ofmen, another of beasts, another of birds, and another of fishes. 40And there are
bodies of heaven and bodies of earth, but the glory of the one is different from that of
the other. 41 There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another
glory of the stars; for the glory of one star is different from that of another. 42 So is it
with the coming back from the dead. It is planted in death; it comes again in life: 43 It
is planted in shame; it comes again in glory: feeble when it is planted, it comes again
in power: 44 It is planted a natural body; it comes again as a body of the spirit. If there
is a natural body, there is equally a body of the spirit. 45And so it is said, The first man
Adamwas a living soul. The last Adam is a life-giving spirit. 46But that which is natural
comes before that which is of the spirit. 47 The first man is from the earth, and of the
earth: the second man is from heaven. 48 Those who are of the earth are like the man
who was from the earth: and those who are of heaven are like the one from heaven.
49 And in the same way as we have taken on us the image of the man from the earth,
so we will take on us the image of the one from heaven. 50Now I say this, my brothers,
that it is not possible for flesh andblood to have a part in the kingdomofGod; and death
may not have a part in life. 51See, I am giving you the revelation of a secret: wewill not
all come to the sleep of death, but we will all be changed. 52 In a second, in the shutting
of an eye, at the sound of the last horn: for at that sound the dead will come again, free
for ever from the power of death, andwewill be changed. 53For this bodywhich comes
to destruction will be made free from the power of death, and the man who is under
the power of death will put on eternal life. 54But when this has taken place, then that
which was said in the Writings will come true, Death is overcome by life. 55O death,
where is your power? O death, where are your pains? 56 The pain of death is sin; and
the power of sin is the law: 57 But praise be to God who gives us strength to overcome
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 58For this cause, my dear brothers, be strong in purpose
and unmoved, ever giving yourselves to the work of the Lord, because you are certain
that your work is not without effect in the Lord.

16
1 Now about the giving of money for the saints, as I gave orders to the churches of

Galatia, so do you. 2 On the first day of the week, let every one of you put by him in
store, in measure as he has done well in business, so that it may not be necessary to get
money together when I come. 3Andwhen I come, I will send the men of your selection
with letters to take the money you have got together to Jerusalem. 4And if it is possible
forme togo there, theywill gowithme. 5But Iwill come toyouafter I havegone through
Macedonia, for that is my purpose; 6 But I may be with you for a time, or even for the
winter, so that youmay seeme onmyway, wherever I go. 7For it is not my desire to see
you now, on my way; because it is my hope to be with you for some time, if that is the
Lord's pleasure. 8But Iwill be at Ephesus till Pentecost; 9For a great and important door
there is open to me, and there are a number of people against me. 10Now if Timothy
comes, see that he is with you without fear; because he is doing the Lord's work, even
as I am: 11 See then that he has the honour which is right. But send him on his way in
peace, so that he may come to me: for I am looking for himwith the brothers. 12But as
for Apollos, the brother, I had a great desire for him to come to you with the brothers,
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but it was not his pleasure to come now; but he will come when he has a chance. 13Be
on the watch, unmoved in the faith, and be strong likemen. 14Let all you do be done in
love. 15Now I make my request to you, my brothers, for you have knowledge that the
house of Stephanas is the first-fruits of Achaia, and that they havemade themselves the
servants of the saints, 16That you put yourselves under such, and under everyone who
is helping the Lord's work. 17And I am glad of the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus
andAchaicus: for they have donewhatwas needed tomake yourwork complete. 18For
they gave comfort tomy spirit and to yours: forwhich cause give respect to suchpeople.
19The churches of Asia send their love to you. So do Aquila and Prisca, with the church
which is in their house. 20All the brothers send their love to you. Give one another a
holy kiss. 21 I, Paul, send you these words of love in my writing. 22 If any man has not
love for the Lord, let him be cursed. Maran atha (our Lord comes). 23 The grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 24My love be with you all in Christ Jesus. So be it.
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Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians
1 Paul, an Apostle of Jesus Christ by the purpose of God, and Timothy the brother, to

the church of God which is in Corinth, with all the saints who are in all Achaia: 2Grace
to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 3Praise be to the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and the God of all comfort;
4Who gives us comfort in all our troubles, so that we may be able to give comfort to
otherswho are in trouble, through the comfort withwhichwe ourselves are comforted
byGod. 5For asweundergomoreof thepainwhichChrist underwent, so throughChrist
does our comfort become greater. 6 But if we are troubled, it is for your comfort and
salvation; or if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which takes effect through your
quiet undergoing of the same troubles which we undergo: 7 And our hope for you is
certain; in the knowledge that as you take part in the troubles, so you will take part in
the comfort. 8For it is our desire that youmay not bewithout knowledge of our trouble
which came on us in Asia, that the weight of it was very great, more than our power, so
that it seemed thatwe hadnohope even of life: 9Yes, we ourselves have had the answer
of death in ourselves, so that our hopemight not be in ourselves, but in Godwho is able
to give life to the dead: 10Who gave us salvation from so great a death: on whom we
have put our hope that he will still go on to give us salvation; 11 You at the same time
helping together by your prayer for us; so that for what has been given to us through
a number of persons, praise may go up to God for us from all of them. 12 For our glory
is in this, in the knowledge which we have that our way of life in the world, and most
of all in relation to you, has been holy and true in the eyes of God; not in the wisdom
of the flesh, but in the grace of God. 13 For in our letters we say no other things to you,
but those which you are reading, and to which you give agreement, and, it is my hope,
will go on doing so to the end: 14 Even as you have been ready, in part, to say that we
are your glory, in the same way that you are ours, in the day of the Lord Jesus. 15And
being certain of this, it was my purpose to come to you before, so that you might have
a second grace; 16And by way of Corinth to go into Macedonia, and from there to come
back again to you, so that youmight sendme onmyway to Judaea. 17 If then I had such
a purpose, did I seem to be changing suddenly? or am I guided in my purposes by the
flesh, saying, Yes, today, and, No, tomorrow? 18AsGod is true, ourword to you is not Yes
and No. 19For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, whomwewere preaching among you, even
I and Silvanus and Timothy, was not Yes and No, but in him is Yes. 20 For he is the Yes
to all the undertakings of God: and by him all the words of God are made certain and
put into effect, to the glory of God through us. 21Now he who makes our faith strong
togetherwith you, in Christ, and has given us of his grace, is God; 22And it is hewho has
put his stamp on us, even the Spirit, as the sign in our hearts of the coming glory. 23But
God is my witness that it was in pity for you that I did not come to Corinth at that time.
24Not that we have authority over your faith, but we are helpers of your joy: for it is
faith which is your support.

2
1But itwasmydecision formyself, not to comeagain to youwith sorrow. 2For if I give

you sorrow, who then will make me glad, but he who is made sad by me? 3And I said
this very thing in my letter, for fear that when I came I might have sorrow from those
fromwhom it was right forme to have joy; being certain of this, thatmy joy is the joy of
you all. 4For out of much trouble and pain of heart and much weeping I sent my letter
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to you; not to give you sorrow, but so that you might see how great is the love which I
have to you. 5But if anyone has been a cause of sorrow, he has been so, not to me only,
but in somemeasure to all of you (I say this that I may not be over-hard on you). 6Let it
be enough for such aman to have undergone the punishment which the church put on
him; 7So that now, on the other hand, it is right for him to have forgiveness and comfort
fromyou, for fear that his sorrowmaybe over-great. 8Forwhich causemydesire is that
youwillmake your love to him clear by your acts. 9And for the same reason I sent you a
letter so that I might be certain of your desire to domy orders in all things. 10But if you
give forgiveness to anyone, I do the same: for if I have given forgiveness for anything,
I have done it because of you, in the person of Christ; 11 So that Satan may not get the
better of us: for we are not without knowledge of his designs. 12Now when I came to
Troas for the goodnewsofChrist, and therewasanopendoor forme in theLord, 13 I had
no rest inmy spirit because Titusmy brother was not there: so I went away from them,
and came into Macedonia. 14But praise be to God whomakes us strong to overcome in
Christ, and makes clear through us in every place the value of the knowledge of him.
15Forwe are a sweet perfume of Christ to God in thosewho are getting salvation and in
thosewho are going to destruction; 16To the one it is a perfume of death to death; to the
other a perfume of life to life. Andwho is enough for such things? 17For we are not like
the great number who make use of the word of God for profit: but our words are true,
as from God, being said as before God in Christ.

3
1Do we seem to be again attempting to put ourselves in the right? or have we need,

as some have, of letters of approval to you or from you? 2You yourselves are our letter,
whose writing is in our heart, open for every man's reading and knowledge; 3 For you
are clearly a letter of Christ, the fruit of our work, recorded not with ink, but with the
Spirit of the living God; not in stone, but in hearts of flesh. 4 And this is the certain
faith which we have in God through Christ: 5 Not as if we were able by ourselves to
do anything for which wemight take the credit; but our power comes from God; 6Who
has made us able to be servants of a new agreement; not of the letter, but of the Spirit:
for the letter gives death, but the Spirit gives life. 7For if the operation of the law, giving
death, recorded in letters on stone, came with glory, so that the eyes of the children of
Israel had to be turned away from the face of Moses because of its glory, a glory which
was only for a time: 8Will not the operation of the Spirit have a much greater glory?
9For if the operation of the law, producing punishment, had its glory, howmuch greater
will be the operation of the Spirit causing righteousness? 10For the glory of the first no
longer seems to be glory, because of the greater glory of that which comes after. 11 For
if the order which was for a time had its glory, much more will the eternal order have
its glory. 12Having then such a hope, we keep nothing back, 13And are not like Moses,
who put a veil on his face, so that the children of Israel might not see clearly to the end
of the present order of things: 14But theirmindsweremade hard: for to this very day at
the reading of the old agreement the same veil is still unlifted; though it is taken away
in Christ. 15But to this day, at the reading of the law of Moses, a veil is over their heart.
16But when it is turned to the Lord, the veil will be taken away. 17Now the Lord is the
Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there the heart is free. 18 But we all, with
unveiled face giving back as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same
image from glory to glory, even as from the Lord who is the Spirit.

4
1For this reason, becausewe have beenmade servants of this new order, through the
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mercy given to us, we are strong: 2 And we have given up the secret things of shame,
notwalking in falseways, and notmaking use of theword of Godwith deceit; but by the
revelation of what is true, as before God, we have the approval of every man's sense of
right and wrong. 3But if our good news is veiled, it is veiled from those who are on the
way to destruction: 4Because the god of this world has made blind the minds of those
who have not faith, so that the light of the good news of the glory of Christ, who is the
image of God,might not be shining on them. 5For our preaching is not about ourselves,
but about Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your servants through Jesus. 6 Seeing
that it is Godwho said, Let light be shining out of the dark, who has put in our hearts the
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 7But we have this
wealth in vessels of earth, so that it may be seen that the power comes not from us but
fromGod; 8Troubles are round us on every side, but we are not shut in; things are hard
for us, butwe see away out of them; 9Weare cruelly attacked, but notwithout hope; we
aremade low, butwe are notwithout help; 10 In our bodies there is ever themark of the
death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesusmay be seen in our bodies. 11For, while living, we
are still being given up to death because of Jesus, so that the life of Jesusmay be seen in
our flesh, though it is under the power of death. 12 So then, death is working in us, but
life in you. 13Buthaving the same spirit of faith, as it is said in theWritings, Thewords of
mymouth came from the faith inmyheart; in the sameway, ourwords are the outcome
of our faith; 14Becausewe are certain that hewhomade the Lord Jesus come back from
the dead, will do the same for us, and will give us a place in his glory with you. 15 For
we go through all things on account of you, because the greater the number to whom
the grace is given, the greater is the praise to the glory of God. 16For which cause we do
not give way to weariness; but though our outer man is getting feebler, our inner man
is made new day by day. 17 For our present trouble, which is only for a short time, is
working out for us a much greater weight of glory; 18While our minds are not on the
things which are seen, but on the things which are not seen: for the things which are
seen are for a time; but the things which are not seen are eternal.

5
1 For we are conscious that if this our tent of flesh is taken down, we have a building

from God, a house not made with hands, eternal, in heaven. 2 For in this we are crying
in weariness, greatly desiring to be clothed with our house from heaven: 3 So that our
spirits may not be unclothed. 4 For truly, we who are in this tent do give out cries of
weariness, for the weight of care which is on us; not because we are desiring to be free
from the body, but so that we may have our new body, and death may be overcome by
life. 5Now hewho hasmade us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as
a witness of what is to come. 6So, then, we are ever without fear, and though conscious
thatwhilewe are in the bodywe are away from the Lord, 7 (Forwe arewalking by faith,
not by seeing,) 8Wearewithout fear, desiring tobe free from thebody, and tobewith the
Lord. 9For this reason wemake it our purpose, in the body or away from it, to be well-
pleasing to him. 10For we all have to come before Christ to be judged; so that every one
of usmay get his reward for the things done in the body, good or bad. 11Having inmind,
then, the fear of the Lord, we put these things beforemen, but God sees our hearts; and
it is my hope that wemay seem right in your eyes. 12We are not again requesting your
approval, butwe are giving you the chance of taking pride in us, so that youmaybe able
to giveananswer to thosewhoseglory is in seeming, andnot in theheart. 13For ifweare
foolish, it is to God; or if we are serious, it is for you. 14For it is the love of Christ which
is moving us; because we are of the opinion that if one was put to death for all, then all
have undergone death; 15And that he underwent death for all, so that the living might
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no longer be living to themselves, but to himwho underwent death for them and came
back from the dead. 16 For this reason, from this time forward we have knowledge of
noman after the flesh: even if we have had knowledge of Christ after the flesh, we have
no longer any such knowledge. 17So if anyman is in Christ, he is in a newworld: the old
things have come to an end; they have truly become new. 18 But all things are of God,
who has made us at peace with himself through Christ, and has given to us the work of
making peace; 19 That is, that God was in Christ making peace between the world and
himself, not putting their sins to their account, and having given to us the preaching
of this news of peace. 20 So we are the representatives of Christ, as if God was making
a request to you through us: we make our request to you, in the name of Christ, be at
peace with God. 21 For him who had no knowledge of sin God made to be sin for us; so
that wemight become the righteousness of God in him.

6
1Wethen,working togetherwithGod,makeour request to younot to take the grace of

God to no purpose. 2 (For he says, I have given ear to you at a good time, and I have been
your helper in a day of salvation: see, now is the good time; now is the day of salvation):
3 Giving no cause for trouble in anything, so that no one may be able to say anything
against our work; 4 But in everything making it clear that we are the servants of God,
in quiet strength, in troubles, in need, in sorrow, 5 In blows, in prisons, in attacks, in
hardwork, inwatchings, in goingwithout food; 6 In a clean heart, in knowledge, in long
waiting, in being kind, in theHoly Spirit, in true love, 7 In the trueword, in the power of
God; with the arms of righteousness on the right hand and on the left, 8By glory and by
shame, by an evil name and a good name; as untrue, and still true; 9Unnoted, but still
kept fully in mind; as near to death, but still living; as undergoing punishment, but not
put to death; 10As full of sorrow, but ever glad; as poor, but giving wealth to others; as
having nothing, but still having all things. 11Our mouth is open to you, O Corinthians,
ourheart iswide. 12 It isnotour feelings toyouwhicharenarrow,butyours tous. 13Now
togivemebackpayment of the same sort (I am talkingas tomychildren), let yourhearts
be wide open to me. 14Do not keep company with those who have not faith: for what
is there in common between righteousness and evil, or between light and dark? 15And
what agreement is therebetweenChrist and theEvilOne? orwhatpart has onewhohas
faith with one who has not? 16Andwhat agreement has the house of God with images?
for we are a house of the living God; even as God has said, I will be living among them,
andwalkingwith them; and Iwill be their God, and theywill bemypeople. 17Forwhich
cause, Come out from among them, and be separate, says the Lord, and let no unclean
thing come near you; and I will take you for myself, 18And will be a Father to you; and
youwill be my sons and daughters, says the Lord, the Ruler of all.

7
1Because God, then, will give us such rewards, dear brothers, let us make ourselves

clean from all evil of flesh and spirit, and become completely holy in the fear of God.
2Let yourhearts be open tous: wehavedonenomanwrong, nomanhasbeendamaged
by us, we have made no profit out of any man, 3 It is not with the purpose of judging
you that I say this: for I have said before that you are in our hearts for life and death
together. 4Mywords to you arewithout fear, I am full of pride on account of you: I have
great comfort and joy in all our troubles. 5For evenwhenwe had come intoMacedonia
our flesh had no rest, but we were troubled on every side; there were fightings outside
and fears inside. 6ButGodwhogives comfort to thepoor in spirit gaveus comfort by the
coming of Titus; 7And not by his coming only, but by the comfort which he had in you,
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while he gave us word of your desire, your sorrow, your care for me; so that I was still
more glad. 8For thoughmy letter gave youpain, I haveno regret for it now, though I had
before; for I see that the letter gave you pain, but only for a time. 9Now I am glad, not
that you had sorrow, but that your sorrowwas the cause of a change of heart; for yours
was aholy sorrowso that youmight undergono loss byus in anything. 10For the sorrow
which God gives is the cause of salvation through a change of heart, in which there is
no reason for grief: but the sorrow of the world is a cause of death. 11For you see what
care was produced in you by this very sorrow of yours before God, what clearing of
yourselves, what wrath against sin, what fear, what desire, what serious purpose, what
punishment. In everything you have made it clear that you are free from sin in this
business. 12So though I sent you a letter, it was not only because of themanwho did the
wrong, or because of him towhom thewrongwas done, but so that your true care for us
might be made clear in the eyes of God. 13 So we have been comforted: and we had the
greater joy in our comfort because of the joy of Titus, for his spirit had beenmade glad
by you all. 14 For I was not put to shame in anything in which I may have made clear
to him my pride in you; but as we said nothing to you but what was true, so the good
thingswhich I said to Titus about youwere seen by him to be true. 15Andhis love to you
is themore increased by his memory of you all, how you gave way to his authority, and
howyou tookhim to your heartswith fear andhonour. 16 It givesme great joy to see you
answering to my good opinion of you in every way.

8
1And nowwe give you news, brothers, about the grace of God which has been given

to the churches ofMacedonia; 2Howwhile theywere undergoing every sort of trouble,
and were in the greatest need, they took all the greater joy in being able to give freely
to the needs of others. 3For I give themwitness, that as they were able, and evenmore
than they were able, they gave from the impulse of their hearts, 4 Seriously requesting
us that they might have a part in this grace of being servants to the needs of the saints:
5And going even farther than our hope, they first gave themselves to the Lord and to
us after the purpose of God. 6 So that we made a request to Titus that, as he had made
a start before, so he might make this grace complete in you. 7And that as you are full
of every good thing, of faith, of the word, of knowledge, of a ready mind, and of love to
us, so you may be full of this grace in the same way. 8 I am not giving you an order, but
using the readymindof others as a test of thequality of your love. 9Foryou see the grace
of our Lord Jesus Christ, how though he had wealth, he became poor on your account,
so that through his need you might have wealth. 10And in this I give my opinion: for
it is to your profit, who were the first to make a start a year before, not only to do this,
but to make clear that your minds were more than ready to do it. 11 Then make the
doing of it complete; so that as you had a ready mind, you may give effect to it as you
are able. 12For if there is a readymind, a manwill have God's approval in themeasure
of what he has, and not of what he has not. 13 And I am not saying this so that others
may get off free, while theweight comes on you: 14But so that thingsmay be equal; that
from those things of which you have more than enough at the present time their need
may be helped, and that if you are in any need they may be a help to you in the same
way, making things equal. 15As it says in theWritings, He who had taken upmuch had
nothing over and he who had little had enough. 16 But praise be to God, who puts the
same care for you into the heart of Titus. 17For while he gladly gave ear to our request,
hewas interested enough to go to you from the impulse of his heart. 18Andwith himwe
have sent a brother whose praise in the good news has gone through all the churches;
19And not only so, but he was marked out by the churches to go with us in the grace of
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this giving which we have undertaken to the glory of the Lord and to make clear that
our mind was ready: 20And so that no manmight be able to say anything against us in
the business of this giving which has been put into our hands: 21 For the business has
been so ordered by us as to have the approval, not only of the Lord, but of men. 22And
we have sent with them our brother, whose ready spirit has been made clear to us at
times and in ways without number, but it is now all the more so because of the certain
faith which he has in you. 23 If any question comes up about Titus, he is my brother-
worker, working with me for you; or about the others, they are the representatives of
the churches to the glory of Christ. 24Make clear then to them, as representatives of the
churches, the quality of your love, and that the thingswhichwehave said about you are
true.

9
1But there is noneed forme to say anything inmy letter about the giving to the saints:

2 For I have before made clear to those of Macedonia my pride in your ready mind,
saying to them that Achaia has been ready for a year back; and a great number have
beenmoved to do the same by your example. 3But I have sent the brothers, so that the
good things we said about you may be seen to be true, and that, as I said, you may be
ready: 4For fear that, if any fromMacedonia come with me, and you are not ready, we
(not to say, you) might be put to shame in this thing. 5 So it seemed to me wise for the
brothers to go before, and see that the amount which you had undertaken to give was
ready, so that it might be a cause for praise, and not as if we were making profit out of
you. 6But in theWritings it says, Hewhoputs in only a small number of seeds,will get in
the same; and he who puts them in from a full hand, will have produce in full measure
from them. 7 Let every man do after the purpose of his heart; not giving with grief, or
by force: for God takes pleasure in a ready giver. 8And God is able to give you all grace
in full measure; so that ever having enough of all things, youmay be full of every good
work: 9 As it is said in the Writings, He has sent out far and wide, he has given to the
poor; his righteousness is for ever. 10Andhewhogives seed forputting into thefieldand
bread for food,will take care of the growth of your seed, at the same time increasing the
fruits of your righteousness; 11Yourwealthbeing increased ineverything,witha simple
mind, causing praise to God through us. 12For this work of giving not only takes care of
the needs of the saints, but is the cause ofmuch praise to God; 13Forwhen, through this
work of giving, they see what you are, they give glory to God for the way in which you
have given yourselves to the good news of Christ, and for the wealth of your giving to
themand to all; 14While their hearts go out to you in love and in prayer for you, because
of the great graceofGodwhich is in you. 15Praisebe toGod forwhathehas given,which
words have no power to say.

10
1Now I, Paul, myselfmake request to you by the quiet and gentle behaviour of Christ,

I who am poor in spirit when with you, but who say what is in mymind to you without
fear when I am away from you: 2Yes, I makemy request to you, so that when I amwith
you I may not have to make use of the authority which may be needed against some
to whom we seem to be walking after the flesh. 3 For though we may be living in the
flesh, we are not fighting after the way of the flesh 4 (For the arms with which we are
fighting are not those of the flesh, but are strong before God for the destruction of high
places); 5 Putting an end to reasonings, and every high thing which is lifted up against
the knowledge of God, and causing every thought to comeunder the authority of Christ;
6 Being ready to give punishment to whatever is against his authority, after you have
made it clear that you are completely under his control. 7Give attention to the things
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which are before you. If any man seems to himself to be Christ's, let him keep in mind
that we are as much Christ's as he is. 8 For though I might take pride in our authority
(which the Lord gave for building you up, and not for your destruction), it will not be
a cause of shame to me: 9 That I may not seem to have the desire of causing you fear
by my letters. 10 For his letters, they say, have weight and are strong; but in body he
is feeble, and his way of talking has little force. 11 Let those who say this keep in mind
that, what we are in word by letters when we are away, so will we be in act when we
are present. 12 For we will not make comparison of ourselves with some of those who
say good things about themselves: but these,measuring themselves by themselves, and
making comparison of themselves with themselves, are not wise. 13We will not give
glory to ourselves in over-great measure, but after the measure of the rule which God
has given us, a measure which comes even to you. 14 For we have no need to make
ourselves seemmore than we are, as if our authority did not come as far as to you: for
wecameevenas farasyouwith thegoodnewsofChrist: 15Not taking credit toourselves
for what is not our business, that is, for the work of others; but having hope that, with
the growth of your faith, wemay get the credit for an increasewhich is the effect of our
work, 16So thatwemaybe able to go on and take the goodnews to countries still farther
away than you are, and not take credit for another man's work in making things ready
to our hand. 17But whoever has a desire for glory, let his glory be in the Lord. 18For the
Lord's approval of a man is not dependent on his opinion of himself, but on the Lord's
opinion of him.

11
1Put upwithme if I am a little foolish: but, truly, you do put upwithme. 2For I have a

very great care for you: because you have beenmarried byme to one husband, and it is
my desire to give you completely holy to Christ. 3But I have a fear, that in some way, as
Eve was tricked by the deceit of the snake, your minds may be turned away from their
simple and holy love for Christ. 4For if anyone comes preaching another Jesus from the
one whose preachers we are, or if you have got a different spirit, or a different sort of
good news from those which came to you, howwell you put up with these things. 5For
inmy opinion, I am in noway less than themost important of the Apostles. 6But though
I am rough in my way of talking, I am not so in knowledge, as we have made clear to
all by our acts among you. 7Or did I do wrong in making myself low so that you might
be lifted up, because I gave you the good news of God without reward? 8 I took money
from other churches as payment for my work, so that I might be your servant; 9 And
when I was present with you, and was in need, I let no man be responsible for me; for
the brothers, when they came fromMacedonia, gave me whatever was needed; and in
everything I kept myself from being a trouble to you, and I will go on doing so. 10 As
the true word of Christ is in me, I will let no man take from me this my cause of pride
in the country of Achaia. 11Why? because I have no love for you? let God be judge.
12 But what I do, that I will go on doing, so that I may give no chance to those who are
looking for one; so that, in the cause of their pride, they may be seen to be the same as
we are. 13For such men are false Apostles, workers of deceit, making themselves seem
like Apostles of Christ. 14And it is no wonder; for even Satan himself is able to take the
form of an angel of light. 15 So it is no great thing if his servants make themselves seem
to be servants of righteousness; whose end will be the reward of their works. 16 I say
again, Let me not seem foolish to anyone; but if I do, put up with me as such, so that
I may take a little glory to myself. 17What I am now saying is not by the order of the
Lord, but as a foolish person, taking credit to myself, as it seems. 18 Seeing that there
are those who take credit to themselves after the flesh, I will do the same. 19 For you
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put up with the foolish gladly, being wise yourselves. 20 You put up with a man if he
makes servants of you, if he makes profit out of you, if he makes you prisoners, if he
puts himself in a high place, if he gives you blows on the face. 21 I say this by way of
shaming ourselves, as if we had been feeble. But if anyone puts himself forward (I am
talking like a foolish person), I will do the same. 22 Are they Hebrews? so am I. Are
they of Israel? so am I. Are they the seed of Abraham? so am I. 23 Are they servants
of Christ? (I am talking foolishly) I am more so; I have had more experience of hard
work, of prisons, of blowsmore thanmeasure, of death. 24Five times the Jews gaveme
forty blows but one. 25 Three times I was whipped with rods, once I was stoned, three
times the ship I was in came to destruction at sea, a night and a day I have been in the
water; 26 In frequent travels, in dangers on rivers, in dangers from outlaws, in dangers
frommy countrymen, in dangers from the Gentiles, in dangers in the town, in dangers
in the waste land, in dangers at sea, in dangers among false brothers; 27 In hard work
and weariness, in frequent watchings, going without food and drink, cold and in need
of clothing. 28 In addition to all the other things, there is that which comes onme every
day, the care of all the churches. 29Who is feeble and I am not feeble? who is in danger
of falling, and I amnot angry? 30 If I have to take credit tomyself, Iwill do so in the things
in which I am feeble. 31The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom be praise
for ever, is witness that the things which I say are true. 32 In Damascus, the ruler under
Aretas the king kept watch over the town of the people of Damascus, in order to take
me: 33And being let down in a basket from the wall through a window, I got free from
his hands.

12
1As it is necessary for me to take glory to myself, though it is not a good thing, I will

come to visions and revelations of the Lord. 2 I have knowledge of a man in Christ,
fourteen years back (if he was in the body, or out of the body, I am not able to say, but
God only), who was taken up to the third heaven. 3 And I have knowledge of such a
man (if he was in the body, or out of the body, I am not able to say, but God only), 4How
he was taken up into Paradise, and words came to his ears which may not be said, and
which man is not able to say. 5On account of such a one I will have glory: for myself
I will take no glory, but only in my feeble body. 6 For if I had a desire to take credit to
myself, it would not be foolish, for I would be saying what is true: but I will not, for
fear that I might seem to any man more than he sees me to be, or has word from me
that I am. 7And because the revelations were so very great, in order that I might not be
overmuch lifted up, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, one sent from Satan to
giveme pain. 8And about this thing Imade request to the Lord three times that it might
be takenaway fromme. 9Andhe said tome,Mygrace is enough for you, formypower is
made complete in what is feeble. Most gladly, then, will I take pride in my feeble body,
so that the power of Christmay be onme. 10So I take pleasure in being feeble, in unkind
words, in needs, in cruel attacks, in troubles, on account of Christ: forwhen I am feeble,
then am I strong. 11 I have been forced by you to become foolish, though it was right for
mypraise to have come fromyou: for in nowaywas I less than the chief of the Apostles,
though I am nothing. 12 Truly the signs of an Apostle were done among you in quiet
strength, with wonders and acts of power. 13For what is there in which youweremade
less than the other churches, but in the one thing that I was not a trouble to you? Letme
have forgiveness for this wrong. 14This is now the third time that I am ready to come to
you; and I will not be a trouble to you: my desire is for you, not for your property: for
it is not the children's business to make store for their fathers, but the fathers for the
children. 15And I will gladly give all I have for your souls. If I have the more love for
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you, am I to be loved the less? 16But let it be so, that I was not a trouble to you myself;
but (someone may say) being false, I took you with deceit. 17Did I make a profit out of
you by any of those whom I sent to you? 18 I gave orders to Titus, and I sent the brother
with him. Did Titus make any profit out of you? were we not guided by the same Spirit,
in the same ways? 19 It may seem to you that all this time we have been attempting
to put ourselves in the right; but we are saying these things before God in Christ. For
all things, dear brothers, are for your profit. 20For I have a fear that, when I come, you
maynot be answering tomydesire, and that Imaynot be answering to yours; that there
may be fighting, hate, angry feeling, divisions, evil talk about others, secrets, thoughts
of pride, outbursts against authority; 21And that when I come again, my God may put
me to shame among you, and I may have grief for those who have done wrong before
and have had no regret for their unclean ways, and for the evil desires of the flesh to
which they have given way.

13
1 This is the third time that I am coming to you. From the mouth of two or three

witnesses will everyword bemade certain. 2 I said before, and still say it before I come,
as being present for the second time, though I am still away from you, to those who
have done wrong before, and to all the others, that if I come again I will not have pity;
3 Seeing that you are looking for a sign of Christ giving out his word in me; who is not
feeble in relation to you, but is strong in you: 4 For he was feeble in that he was put to
death on the cross, but he is living by the power of God. And we are feeble in him, but
we will be living with him through the power of God in relation to you. 5Make a test of
yourselves, if you are in the faith; make certain of yourselves. Or are you not conscious
in yourselves that Jesus Christ is in you, if you are truly Christ's? 6But it is my hope that
you will have no doubt that we are truly Christ's. 7Now our prayer to God is that you
may do no evil; not in order that itmay be put to our credit, but so that youmay dowhat
is right, whatever we may seem. 8 Because we are able to do nothing against what is
true, but only for it. 9 For we are glad when we are feeble and you are strong: and this
is our prayer, even that youmay bemade complete. 10For this cause I amwriting these
things while I am away, so that there may be need for me, when I am present, to make
use of sharp measures, by the authority which the Lord has given me for building up
and not for destruction. 11 Let this be my last word, brothers; be glad; be complete; be
comforted; be of the samemind; be at peace with one another: and the God of love and
peace will be with you. 12Give one another a holy kiss. 13All the saints send their love
to you. 14 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the harmony of
the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
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Paul’s Letter to the Galatians
1Paul, an Apostle (not frommen, and not throughman, but through Jesus Christ, and

God the Father, who made him come back from the dead), 2 And all the brothers who
are with me, to the churches of Galatia: 3Grace to you and peace from God the Father
and our Lord Jesus Christ, 4Who gave himself for our sins, so that he might make us
free from this present evil world, after the purpose of our God and Father: 5 To whom
be the glory for ever and ever. So be it. 6 I am surprised that you are being so quickly
turned away from himwhose word came to you in the grace of Christ, to good news of
a different sort; 7Which is not another sort: only there are some who give you trouble,
desiring to make changes in the good news of Christ. 8But even if we, or an angel from
heaven,were to be a preacher to you of good news other than thatwhichwehave given
you, let there be a curse on him. 9Aswe have said before, so say I now again, If anyman
is a preacher to you of any good news other than that which has been given to you, let
there be a curse on him. 10Am I nowusing arguments tomen, or God? or is it my desire
to give men pleasure? if I was still pleasing men, I would not be a servant of Christ.
11 Because I say to you, my brothers, that the good news of which I was the preacher
is not man's. 12 For I did not get it from man, and I was not given teaching in it, but it
came to me through revelation of Jesus Christ. 13 For news has come to you of my way
of life in the past in the Jews' religion, how I was cruel without measure to the church
of God, and did great damage to it: 14 And I went farther in the Jews' religion than a
number of my generation among my countrymen, having a more burning interest in
the beliefs handed down frommy fathers. 15But when it was the good pleasure of God,
by whom I was marked out even from my mother's body, through his grace, 16 To give
the revelation of his Son inme, so that Imight give the news of him to the Gentiles; then
I did not take the opinion of flesh and blood, 17And I went not up to Jerusalem to those
who were Apostles before me; but I went away into Arabia, and again I came back to
Damascus. 18Thenafter three years Iwent up to Jerusalem to see Cephas, andwas there
with him fifteen days. 19But of the other Apostles I saw only James, the Lord's brother.
20NowGod is witness that the things which I amwriting to you are true. 21Then I came
to the parts of Syria and Cilicia. 22And the churches of Judaeawhichwere in Christ still
had no knowledge ofmy face or person: 23Only it came to their ears that hewho at one
timewas cruel to us is nowpreaching the faithwhich before had been attacked by him;
24And they gave glory to God inme.

2
1Then after the space of fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalemwith Barnabas,

takingTituswithme. 2And Iwentupby revelation; and Iputbefore themthegoodnews
which Iwas preaching among theGentiles, but privately before thosewhowere of good
name, so that theworkwhich Iwas or had been doingmight not bewithout effect. 3But
not even Titus who was with me, being a Greek, was made to undergo circumcision:
4And that because of the false brothers let in secretly, who came searching out our free
condition which we have in Christ Jesus, so that they might make servants of us; 5 To
whomwe gaveway not even for an hour; so that the truewords of the good newsmight
still bewith you. 6But from thosewho seemed to be important (whatever theywere has
no weight with me: God does not take man's person into account): those who seemed
to be important gave nothing new tome; 7But, quite the opposite, when they saw that I
had beenmade responsible for preaching the goodnews to thosewithout circumcision,
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even as Peter had been for those of the circumcision 8 (Because he whowas working in
Peter as the Apostle of the circumcisionwasworking no less inme among the Gentiles);
9When they saw the grace which was given to me, James and Cephas and John, who
had the name of being pillars, gave to me and Barnabas their right hands as friends so
thatwemight go to the Gentiles, and they to the circumcision; 10Only it was their desire
that we would give thought to the poor; which very thing I had much in mind to do.
11But when Cephas came to Antioch, I made a protest against him to his face, because
he was clearly in the wrong. 12 For before certain men came from James, he did take
food with the Gentiles: but when they came, he went back andmade himself separate,
fearing those who were of the circumcision. 13And the rest of the Jews went after him,
so that even Barnabas was overcome by their false ways. 14 But when I saw that they
were not living uprightly in agreement with the true words of the good news, I said to
Cephas before them all, If you, being a Jew, are living like the Gentiles, and not like the
Jews, howwill youmake theGentiles do the sameas the Jews? 15Webeing Jewsbybirth,
andnot sinners of theGentiles, 16Being conscious that amandoes not get righteousness
by the works of the law, but through faith in Jesus Christ, we had faith in Christ Jesus,
so that we might get righteousness by faith in Christ, and not by the works of the law:
because by theworks of the lawwill no flesh get righteousness. 17But if, while wewere
desiring to get righteousness through Christ, we ourselves were seen to be sinners, is
Christ a servant of sin? In no way! 18 For if I put up again those things which I gave to
destruction, I am seen to be a wrongdoer. 19 For I, through the law, have become dead
to the law, so that I might be living to God. 20 I have been put to death on the cross with
Christ; still I am living; no longer I, but Christ is living in me; and that life which I now
am living in the flesh I am living by faith, the faith of the Son of God, who in love for
me, gave himself up for me. 21 I do not make the grace of God of no effect: because if
righteousness is through the law, then Christ was put to death for nothing.

3
1O foolish Galatians, by what strange powers have you been tricked, to whom it was

made clear that Jesus Christ was put to death on the cross? 2Give me an answer to this
one question, Did the Spirit come to you through theworks of the law, or by the hearing
of faith? 3Are you so foolish? having made a start in the Spirit, will you now be made
complete in the flesh? 4Did you undergo such a number of things to no purpose? if it
is in fact to no purpose. 5He who gives you the Spirit, and does works of power among
you, is it by the works of law, or by the hearing of faith? 6 Even as Abraham had faith
in God, and it was put to his account as righteousness. 7 Be certain, then, that those
who are of faith, the same are sons of Abraham. 8And the holyWritings, seeing before
the event that God would give the Gentiles righteousness by faith, gave the good news
before to Abraham, saying, In you will all the nations have a blessing. 9 So then those
who are of faith have a part in the blessing of Abrahamwho was full of faith. 10 For all
who are of the works of the law are under a curse: because it is said in the Writings,
A curse is on everyone who does not keep on doing all the things which are ordered
in the book of the law. 11Now that no man gets righteousness by the law in the eyes
of God, is clear; because, The upright will be living by faith. 12 And the law is not of
faith; but, He who does them will have life by them. 13 Christ has made us free from
the curse of the law, having become a curse for us: because it is said in the Writings, A
curse on everyone who is put to death by hanging on a tree: 14 So that on the Gentiles
might come the blessing of Abraham in Christ Jesus; in order that we through faith
might have the Spirit which God had undertaken to give. 15Brothers, asmenwould say,
even aman's agreement, when it has beenmade certain, may not be put on one side, or
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have additions made to it. 16Now to Abrahamwere the undertakings given, and to his
seed. He says not, And to seeds, as of a great number; but as of one, he says, And to your
seed, which is Christ. 17Now this I say: The law, which came four hundred and thirty
years after, does not put an end to the agreement made before by God, so as to make
the undertaking without effect. 18 Because if the heritage is by the law, it is no longer
dependent on the word of God; but God gave it to Abraham by his word. 19What then
is the law? It was an addition made because of sin, till the coming of the seed to whom
the undertaking had been given; and itwas ordered through angels by the hand of a go-
between. 20Now a go-between is not a go-between of one; but God is one. 21 Is the law
then against the words of God? in no way; because if there had been a law which was
able to give life, truly righteousness would have been by the law. 22However, the holy
Writings have put all things under sin, so that that forwhich God gave the undertaking,
based on faith in Jesus Christ, might be given to thosewhohave such faith. 23But before
faith came, wewere kept in prison under the law, waiting for the revelation of the faith
whichwas to come. 24So the lawhas been a servant to takeus to Christ, so thatwemight
have righteousness by faith. 25 But now that faith is come, we are no longer under a
servant. 26Because you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27For all those
of youwhowere givenbaptism into Christ did put onChrist. 28There is no JeworGreek,
servant or free,male or female: because you are all one in Jesus Christ. 29And if you are
Christ's, then you are Abraham's seed, and yours is the heritage by the right of God's
undertaking given to Abraham.

4
1 But I say that as long as the son is a child, he is in no way different from a servant,

though he is lord of all; 2 But is under keepers and managers till the time fixed by the
father. 3So we, whenwewere young, were kept under the first rules of the world; 4But
when the time had come, God sent out his Son, made of a woman, made under the law,
5That hemightmake them freewhowereunder the law, and thatwemight be given the
place of sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent out the Spirit of his Son into our
hearts, saying, Abba, Father. 7So that you are no longer a servant, but a son; and if a son,
then the heritage of God is yours. 8 But at that time, having no knowledge of God, you
were servants to those who by right are no gods: 9But now that you have come to have
knowledge of God, or more truly, God has knowledge of you, how is it that you go back
again to the poor and feeble first things, desiring to be servants to them again? 10 You
keepdays, andmonths, andfixed times, andyears. 11 I am in fear of you, that Imayhave
beenworking for you tonopurpose. 12Mydesire for you, brothers, is that youmaybeas
I am, because I am as you are. You have doneme nowrong; 13But you have knowledge
that with a feeble body I was preaching the good news to you the first time; 14And you
did not have a poor opinion of me because of the trouble in my flesh, or put shame on
it; but you took me to your hearts as an angel of God, even as Christ Jesus. 15Where
then is that happy condition of yours? because I give you witness, that, if possible, you
would have taken out your eyes and given them to me. 16 So then am I no longer your
friend, because I give you true words? 17 Their interest in you is not good; but their
desire is that you may be shut out, so that you may go after them. 18 But it is good to
have an interest in a good cause at all times, and not only when I am present with you.
19My children, of whom I am again in birth-pains till Christ is formed in you, 20 Truly
my desire is to be present with you now, using a changed voice; for I am troubled about
you. 21 Say, you whose desire it is to be under the law, do you not give ear to the law?
22Because it is in theWritings, that Abrahamhad two sons, one by the servant-woman,
and one by the free woman. 23Now the son by the servant-woman has his birth after
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the flesh; but the son by the free woman has his birth through the undertaking of God.
24Which things have a secret sense; because thesewomen are the two agreements; one
from the mountain of Sinai, giving birth to servants, which is Hagar. 25Now this Hagar
is themountain Sinai in Arabia, and is the image of the Jerusalemwhich now is: which
is a servant with her children. 26But the Jerusalem on high is free, which is ourmother.
27 For it is in the Writings, You who have never given birth, be glad; give cries of joy,
youwho have had no birth-pains; for the children of her who has been given up by her
husband are more than those of the woman who has a husband. 28Now we, brothers,
as Isaac was, are the children of the undertaking of God. 29But as in those days he who
had birth after the flesh was cruel to him who had birth after the Spirit, even so it is
now. 30What then do theWritings say? Send away the servant-woman and her son; for
the son of the servant-woman will not have a part in the heritage with the son of the
free woman. 31 So, brothers, we are not children of the servant-woman, but of the free
woman.

5
1 Christ has truly made us free: then keep your free condition and let no man put a

yoke on you again. 2 See, I Paul say to you, that if you undergo circumcision, Christ will
beofnouse toyou. 3Yes, I givewitnessagain toeverymanwhoundergoes circumcision,
that he will have to keep all the law. 4You are cut off from Christ, you who would have
righteousness by the law; you are turned away from grace. 5 For we through the Spirit
by faith are waiting for the hope of righteousness. 6 Because in Christ Jesus, having
circumcision ornot having circumcision are equally of noprofit; but only faithworking
through love. 7Youwere goingonwell; whowas the causeof yournot giving ear towhat
is true? 8This readybelief didnot come fromhimwhohadmadeyouhis. 9A little leaven
makes a change in all the mass. 10 I am certain about you in the Lord, that you will be
of no othermind; but hewho is troubling youwill have his punishment, whoever he is.
11But I, brothers, if I am still preaching circumcision, why am I still attacked? then has
the shame of the cross been taken away. 12My desire is that they who give you trouble
might even be cut off themselves. 13Because you, brothers, weremarked out to be free;
only donotmakeuse of your free condition to give theflesh its chance, but through love
be servants one to another. 14For all the law ismade complete in oneword, even in this,
Have love for your neighbour as for yourself. 15But if you are given to fightingwith one
another, take care that you are not the cause of destruction one to another. 16But I say,
Go on in the Spirit, and you will not come under the rule of the evil desires of the flesh.
17 For the flesh has desires against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; because
theseareopposite theone to theother; so that youmaynotdo the thingswhichyouhave
a mind to do. 18 But if you are guided by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 19Now
the works of the flesh are clear, which are these: evil desire, unclean things, wrong use
of the senses, 20Worship of images, use of strange powers, hates, fighting, desire for
what another has, angry feelings, attempts to get the better of others, divisions, false
teachings, 21Envy, uncontrolled drinking and feasting, and such things: of which I give
you word clearly, even as I did in the past, that they who do such things will have no
part in the kingdom of God. 22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, a quiet mind,
kind acts, well-doing, faith, 23Gentle behaviour, control over desires: against such there
is no law. 24And those who are Christ's have put to death on the cross the flesh with its
passions and its evil desires. 25 Ifweare livingby the Spirit, by the Spirit let us be guided.
26Let us not be full of self-glory,making one another angry, having envy of one another.
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6
1Brothers, if aman is taken in anywrongdoing, youwhoare of the Spiritwill put such

a one right in a spirit of love; keeping watch on yourself, for fear that you yourself may
be tested. 2 Take on yourselves one another's troubles, and so keep the law of Christ.
3 For if a man has an idea that he is something when he is nothing, he is tricked by
himself. 4 But let every man make test of his work, and then will his cause for glory
be in himself only, and not in his neighbour. 5 Because every man is responsible for
his part of the work. 6But let him who gets teaching in the word give a part in all good
things to his teacher. 7Benot tricked; God is notmade sport of: forwhatever seed aman
puts in, that will he get back as grain. 8Because he who puts in the seed of the fleshwill
of the flesh get the reward of death; but he who puts in the seed of the Spirit will of the
Spirit get the reward of eternal life. 9 And let us not get tired of well-doing; for at the
right time we will get in the grain, if we do not give way to weariness. 10 So then, as we
have the chance, let us do good to allmen, and specially to thosewhoare of the family of
the faith. 11 See the size of the handwriting which I myself have made use of in writing
to you. 12Those who have the desire to seem important in the flesh, put force on you to
undergo circumcision; only that theymaynot be attackedbecause of the cross of Christ.
13 Because even those who undergo circumcision do not themselves keep the law; but
they would have you undergo circumcision, so that they may have glory in your flesh.
14But far be it fromme to have glory in anything, but only in the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ, through which this world has come to an end on the cross for me, and I for it.
15For having circumcision is nothing, and not having circumcision is nothing, but only
a new order of existence. 16And on all who are guided by this rule be peace andmercy,
and on the Israel of God. 17From this time on let noman be a trouble tome; becausemy
body is marked with the marks of Jesus. 18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with
your spirit, brothers. So be it.
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Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians
1 Paul, an Apostle of Christ Jesus by the purpose of God, to the saints who are at

Ephesus, and those who have faith in Christ Jesus: 2Grace to you and peace from God
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 3Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who has given us every blessing of the Spirit in the heavens in Christ: 4Even as
he made selection of us in him from the first, so that we might be holy and free from
all evil before him in love: 5Aswewere designed before by him for the position of sons
to himself, through Jesus Christ, in the good pleasure of his purpose, 6 To the praise of
the glory of his grace, which he freely gave to us in the Loved One: 7 In whomwe have
salvation throughhis blood, the forgiveness of our sins, through thewealth of his grace,
8Which he gave us in fullmeasure in allwisdomand care; 9Havingmade clear to us the
secret of his purpose, in agreementwith thedesignwhichhehad inmind, to put into his
hands 10Theorderingof the timeswhen theyare complete, so that all thingsmight come
to a head in Christ, the things in heaven and the things on the earth; in him, I say, 11 In
whomwe have a heritage, being marked out from the first in his purpose who does all
things in agreement with his designs; 12 So that his glory might have praise through us
whofirst hadhope in Christ: 13 Inwhomyou, having been given the trueword, the good
news of your salvation, and through your faith in him, were given the sign of the Holy
Spirit of hope, 14Which is the first-fruit of our heritage, till God gets back that which is
his, to the praise of his glory. 15For this cause I, having had news of the faith in the Lord
Jesus which is among you, and which you make clear to all the saints, 16 Give praise
without end for you, keeping you in mind in my prayers; 17 That the God of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and revelation in
the knowledge of him; 18And that having the eyes of your heart full of light, you may
have knowledge of what is the hope of his purpose, what is the wealth of the glory of
his heritage in the saints, 19And how unlimited is his power to us who have faith, as is
seen in the working of the strength of his power, 20Bywhich hemade Christ come back
from the dead, and gave him a place at his right hand in heaven, 21Far over all rule and
authority andpower and every namewhich is named, not only in the present order, but
in that which is to come: 22And he has put all things under his feet, and has made him
to be head over all things to the church, 23Which is his body, the full measure of him in
whom all things are made complete.

2
1And to you did he give life, when youwere dead through yourwrongdoing and sins,

2 In which you were living in the past, after the ways of this present world, doing the
pleasure of the lord of the power of the air, the spirit who is now working in those
who go against the purpose of God; 3 Among whom we all at one time were living in
the pleasures of our flesh, givingway to the desires of the flesh and of themind, and the
punishment ofGodwaswaiting for us evenas for the rest. 4ButGod, being full ofmercy,
through the great lovewhichhehad for us, 5Evenwhenweweredead throughour sins,
gave us life together with Christ (by grace you have salvation), 6 So that we came back
from death with him, and are seated with him in the heavens, in Christ Jesus; 7 That
in the time to come he might make clear the full wealth of his grace in his mercy to us
in Christ Jesus: 8 Because by grace you have salvation through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is given by God: 9Not byworks, so that nomanmay take glory to himself.
10 For by his act we were given existence in Christ Jesus to do those good works which
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God before made ready for us so that we might do them. 11 For this reason keep it in
mind that in the past you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are looked on as being outside
the circumcision by those who have circumcision, in the flesh, made by hands; 12 That
you were at that time without Christ, being cut off from any part in Israel's rights as
a nation, having no part in God's agreement, having no hope, and without God in the
world. 13But now in Christ Jesus youwho at one timewere far off aremade near in the
blood of Christ. 14 For he is our peace, who has made the two into one, and by whom
the middle wall of division has been broken down, 15Having in his flesh put an end to
thatwhichmade the division between us, even the lawwith its rules and orders, so that
he might make in himself, of the two, one new man, so making peace; 16And that the
two might come into agreement with God in one body through the cross, so putting an
end to that division. 17 And he came preaching peace to you who were far off, and to
thosewhowere near; 18Because through him the two of us are able to comenear in one
Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you are no longer as those who have no part or place in
the kingdom of God, but you are numbered among the saints, and of the family of God,
20Resting on the base of the Apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the chief
keystone, 21 In whom all the building, rightly joined together, comes to be a holy house
of God in the Lord; 22 In whom you, with the rest, are united together as a living-place
of God in the Spirit.

3
1 For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for you Gentiles, 2 If that ordering

of the grace of God has come to your knowledge, which was given to me for you, 3How
by revelation the secret was made clear to me, as I said before in a short letter, 4By the
readingofwhichyouwill be clearaboutmyknowledgeof the secret ofChrist; 5Which in
other generationswasnot given to the sons ofmen, but the revelationof it hasnowbeen
made to his holy Apostles and prophets in the Spirit; 6Which is that the Gentiles have a
part in the heritage, and in the same body, and in the same hope in Christ through the
goodnews, 7Ofwhich Iwasmadeapreacher, through that graceofGodwhichwasgiven
to me in the measure of the working of his power. 8 To me, who am less than the least
of all the saints, was this grace given, so that I mightmake clear to the Gentiles the good
news of the unending wealth of Christ: 9And make all men see what is the ordering of
the secret which from the first has been kept in Godwhomade all things; 10So that now
to the rulers and the authorities in the heavensmight bemade clear through the church
the wide-shining wisdom of God, 11Which is seen in his eternal purpose in Christ Jesus
our Lord: 12 By whom we come near to God without fear through faith in him. 13 For
this reason it is my prayer that you may not become feeble because of my troubles for
you, which are your glory. 14 For this cause I go down on my knees before the Father,
15 From whom every family in heaven and on earth is named, 16 That in the wealth of
his glory he would make you strong with power through his Spirit in your hearts; 17 So
that Christ may have his place in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted
and based in love, 18Mayhave strength to seewith all the saints howwide and long and
high and deep it is, 19And to have knowledge of the love of Christ which is outside all
knowledge, so that you may be made complete as God himself is complete. 20Now to
himwho is able to do in fullmeasuremore than all our desires or thoughts, through the
powerwhich is working in us, 21To him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to
all generations for ever and ever. So be it.

4
1 I then, the prisoner in the Lord, make this request frommy heart, that you will see
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that yourbehaviour is a credit to thepositionwhichGod's purposehas givenyou, 2With
all gentle and quiet behaviour, taking whatever comes, putting up with one another in
love; 3Taking care to keep the harmony of the Spirit in the yoke of peace. 4There is one
body and one Spirit, even as you have been marked out by God in the one hope of his
purpose for you; 5One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6One God and Father of all, who
is over all, and through all, and in all. 7 But to every one of us has grace been given in
themeasure of the giving of Christ. 8For this reason he says, Hewent up on high, taking
his prisoners with him, and gave freely to men. 9 (Now this, He went up, what is it but
that he first went down into the lower parts of the earth? 10He who went down is the
same who went up far over all the heavens so that he might make all things complete.)
11And he gave some as Apostles, and some, prophets; and some, preachers of the good
news; and some to give care and teaching; 12For the training of the saints as servants in
the church, for the building up of the body of Christ: 13Till we all come to the harmony
of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to full growth, to the full measure
of Christ: 14 So that wemay be no longer children, sent this way and that, turned about
by every wind of teaching, by the twisting and tricks of men, by the deceits of error;
15But saying true words in love, may come to full growth in him, who is the head, even
Christ; 16Through whom all the body, being rightly formed and united together, by the
full working of every part, is increased to the building up of itself in love. 17 This I say,
then, and givewitness in the Lord, that you are to go no longer in theway of theGentiles
whose minds are turned to that which has no profit, 18 Whose thoughts are dark, to
whom the life of God is strange because they are without knowledge, and their hearts
have beenmade hard; 19Who having nomore power of feeling, have given themselves
up to evil passions, to do all unclean things with overmuch desire. 20 For this was not
the teaching of Christ whichwas given to you; 21 If in fact you gave ear to him, andwere
given teaching in him, even as what is true is made clear in Jesus: 22That you are to put
away, in relation to your earlier way of life, the oldman, which has become evil by love
of deceit; 23 And be made new in the spirit of your mind, 24 And put on the new man,
to which God has given life, in righteousness and a true and holy way of living. 25And
so, putting away false words, let everyone say what is true to his neighbour: for we are
parts one of another. 26Be angry without doing wrong; let not the sun go down on your
wrath; 27Anddo not giveway to the Evil One. 28Let himwhowas a thief be so no longer,
but let him do good work with his hands, so that he may have something to give to him
who is in need. 29 Let no evil talk come out of your mouth, but only what is good for
giving necessary teaching, and for grace to those who give ear. 30And do not give grief
to the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were marked for the day of salvation. 31Let all
bitter, sharp and angry feeling, and noise, and evil words, be put away from you, with
all unkind acts; 32 And be kind to one another, full of pity, having forgiveness for one
another, even as God in Christ had forgiveness for you.

5
1 Let it then be your desire to be like God, as well-loved children; 2 And be living in

love, even as Christ had love for you, and gave himself up for us, an offering to God for a
perfume of a sweet smell. 3But evil acts of the flesh and all unclean things, or desire for
others' property, let it not evenbenamedamongyou, as is right for saints; 4And let there
be no low behaviour, or foolish talk, or words said in sport, which are not right, but in
place of them the giving of praise. 5Being certain of this, that nomanwho gives way to
the passions of the flesh, no unclean person, or one who has desire for the property of
others, or who gives worship to images, has any heritage in the kingdom of Christ and
God. 6Donot be turned from the rightway by foolishwords; for because of these things
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the punishment of God comes on those who do not put themselves under him. 7Have
no part with such men; 8 For you at one time were dark, but now are light in the Lord:
let your behaviour be that of children of light 9 (Because the fruit of the light is in all
righteousness and in everythingwhich is good and true), 10Testing by experiencewhat
is well-pleasing to the Lord; 11And have no companywith theworks of the dark, which
give no fruit, butmake their true quality clear; 12For the thingswhich are done by them
in secret it is shame even to put into words. 13But all things, when their true quality is
seen, aremade clear by the light: because everythingwhich ismade clear is light. 14For
this reasonhe says, Be awake, youwhoare sleeping, and comeup fromamong thedead,
and Christ will be your light. 15Take care then how you are living, not as unwise, but as
wise; 16Making good use of the time, because the days are evil. 17For this reason, then,
do not be foolish, but be conscious of the Lord's pleasure. 18And do not take overmuch
winebywhichonemaybeovercome, butbe full of theSpirit; 19 Joiningwithoneanother
in holy songs of praise andof the Spirit, using your voice in songs andmakingmelody in
your heart to the Lord; 20Giving praise at all times for all things in the name of our Lord
JesusChrist, toGod, even theFather; 21Letting yourselvesbe ruledbyoneanother in the
fear of Christ. 22Wives, be under the authority of your husbands, as of the Lord. 23For
the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ is the head of the church, being himself
the saviour of the body. 24And as the church is under Christ's authority, so let wives be
under the rule of their husbands in all things. 25Husbands, have love for your wives,
even as Christ had love for the church, and gave himself for it; 26So that hemightmake
it holy, having made it clean with the washing of water by the word, 27And might take
it for himself, a church full of glory, not having one mark or fold or any such thing; but
that it might be holy and complete. 28 Even so it is right for husbands to have love for
their wives as for their bodies. He who has love for his wife has love for himself: 29For
nomanever hadhate for his flesh; but he gives it food and takes care of it, even as Christ
does for the church; 30Because we are parts of his body. 31For this cause will a man go
away fromhis father andmother andbe joined to hiswife, and the twowill becomeone
flesh. 32This is a great secret: but my words are about Christ and the church. 33But do
you, everyone, have love for his wife, even as for himself; and let the wife see that she
has respect for her husband.

6
1 Children, do what is ordered by your fathers and mothers in the Lord: for this is

right. 2Give honour to your father andmother (which is the first rule having a reward),
3 So that all may be well for you, and your life may be long on the earth. 4 And, you
fathers, do not make your children angry: but give them training in the teaching and
fear of the Lord. 5 Servants, do what is ordered by those who are your natural masters,
having respect and fear for them, with all your heart, as to Christ; 6 Not only under
your master's eye, as pleasers of men; but as servants of Christ, doing the pleasure of
God from the heart; 7Doing your work readily, as to the Lord, and not to men: 8 In the
knowledge that for every good thing anyone does, he will have his reward from the
Lord, If he is a servant or if he is free. 9And, you masters, do the same things to them,
not making use of violent words: in the knowledge that their Master and yours is in
heaven, and he has no respect for a man's position. 10Lastly, be strong in the Lord, and
in the strength of his power. 11 Take up God's instruments of war, so that you may be
able to keep your position against all the deceits of the Evil One. 12 For our fight is not
against flesh and blood, but against authorities and powers, against theworld-rulers of
this dark night, against the spirits of evil in the heavens. 13 For this reason take up all
the arms of God, so that you may be able to be strong in the evil day, and, having done
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all, to keep your place. 14Take your place, then, having your body clothedwith the true
word, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness; 15 Be ready with the good
news of peace as shoes on your feet; 16 And most of all, using faith as a cover to keep
off all the flaming arrows of the Evil One. 17 And take salvation for your head-dress
and the sword of the Spirit, which is theword of God: 18With prayers and deep desires,
making requests at all times in the Spirit, and keeping watch, with strong purpose, in
prayer for all the saints, 19And for me, that words may be given to me in the opening
of my mouth, to make clear without fear the secret of the good news, 20 For which I
am a representative in chains, and that I may say without fear the things which it is
right for me to say. 21 But so that you may have knowledge of my business, and how I
am, Tychicus, the well-loved brother and tested servant in the Lord, will give you news
of all things: 22Whom I have sent to you for this very purpose, so that you may have
knowledge of our position, and that he may give comfort to your hearts. 23 Peace be to
thebrothers, and lovewith faith, fromGod theFatherand theLord JesusChrist. 24Grace
be with all those who have true love for our Lord Jesus Christ.
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Paul’s Letter to the Philippians
1Paul and Timothy, servants of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ Jesus at Philippi,

with the Bishops and Deacons of the church: 2 Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 3 I give praise tomyGodat everymemory of you, 4And
inallmyprayers for youall,makingmyrequestwith joy, 5Becauseof yourhelp ingiving
the good news from the first day till now; 6 For I am certain of this very thing, that he
by whom the good work was started in you will make it complete till the day of Jesus
Christ: 7 So it is right for me to take thought for you all in this way, because I have you
in my heart; for in my chains, and in my arguments before the judges in support of the
goodnews,making clear that it is true, youall haveyourpartwithme ingrace. 8ForGod
ismywitness, howmy love goes out to youall in the lovingmercies of Christ Jesus. 9And
my prayer is that you may be increased more and more in knowledge and experience;
10 So that you may give your approval to the best things; that you may be true and
without wrongdoing till the day of Christ; 11 Being full of the fruits of righteousness,
which are through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 12Now it is my purpose
to make clear to you, brothers, that the cause of the good news has been helped by my
experiences; 13So that it becameclear throughall thePraetorium, and toall the rest, that
I was a prisoner on account of Christ; 14 And most of the brothers in the Lord, taking
heart because of my chains, are all the stronger to give the word of God without fear.
15Though some are preaching Christ out of envy and competition, others do it out of a
good heart: 16These do it from love, conscious that I am responsible for the cause of the
good news: 17 But those are preaching Christ in a spirit of competition, not from their
hearts, but with the purpose of giving me pain in my prison. 18What then? only that
in every way, falsely or truly, the preaching of Christ goes on; and in this I am glad, and
will be glad. 19For I amconscious that thiswill be formy salvation, through your prayer
and the giving out of the stored wealth of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 20 In the measure of
my stronghope andbelief that in nothingwill I be put to shame, but thatwithout fear, as
at all times, so nowwill Christ have glory inmybody, by life or by death. 21For tome life
is Christ and death is profit. 22But if I go on living in the flesh — if this is the fruit of my
work — then I do not see what decision to make. 23 I am in a hard position between the
two, having a desire to go away and be with Christ, which is very much better: 24 Still,
to go on in the flesh is more necessary because of you. 25 And being certain of this, I
am conscious that I will go on, yes, and go on with you all, for your growth and joy in
the faith; 26So that your pride inmemay be increased in Christ Jesus throughmy being
present with you again. 27Only let your behaviour do credit to the good news of Christ,
so that if I come and see you or if I am away from you, I may have news of you that you
are strong in one spirit, working together with one soul for the faith of the good news;
28Having no fear of thosewho are against you;which is a clear sign of their destruction,
but of your salvation, and that fromGod; 29Because to you it has been given in the cause
of Christ not only to have faith in him, but to undergo pain on his account: 30 Fighting
the same fight which you saw inme, and now have word of in me.

2
1 If then there is any comfort in Christ, any help given by love, any uniting of hearts

in the Spirit, any loving mercies and pity, 2 Make my joy complete by being of the
same mind, having the same love, being in harmony and of one mind; 3Doing nothing
through envy or through pride, butwith low thoughts of self let everyone take others to
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be better than himself; 4Not looking everyone to his private good, but keeping in mind
the things of others. 5 Let this mind be in you which was in Christ Jesus, 6 To whom,
though himself in the form of God, it did not seem that to take for oneself was to be like
God; 7 But he made himself as nothing, taking the form of a servant, being made like
men; 8And being seen in form as aman, he took the lowest place, and let himself be put
to death, even the death of the cross. 9 For this reason God has put him in the highest
place and has given to him the namewhich is greater than every name; 10So that at the
name of Jesus every kneemay be bent, of those in heaven and those on earth and those
in the underworld, 11And that every tongue may give witness that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father. 12 So then, my loved ones, as you have at all times done
what I say, not only when I am present, but now much more when I am not with you,
give yourselves to working out your salvation with fear in your hearts; 13 For it is God
who is the cause of your desires and of your acts, for his good pleasure. 14Do all things
without protests and arguments; 15So that youmay be holy and gentle, children of God
without sin in a twisted and foolish generation, among whom you are seen as lights in
theworld, 16Offering thewordof life; so that Imayhave glory in you in thedayof Christ,
because my running was not for nothing and my work was not without effect. 17And
even if I am offered like a drink offering, giving myself for the cause and work of your
faith, I am glad and have joy with you all: 18And in the same way do you be glad and
have a part inmy joy. 19But I amhoping in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you before
long, so that I may be comforted when I have news of you. 20 For I have no man of like
mind who will truly have care for you. 21 For they all go after what is theirs, not after
the things of Christ. 22 But his quality is clear to you; how, as a child is to its father, so
he was a help to me in the work of the good news. 23Him then I am hoping to send as
quickly as possible, when I am able to see how things will go for me: 24But I have faith
in the Lord that Imyself will come before long. 25But it seemed tome necessary to send
to you Epaphroditus, my brother, who has taken part with me in the work and in the
fight, and your servant, sent by you for help in my need; 26Because his heart was with
you all, and hewas greatly troubled because you had news that he was ill: 27For in fact
he was ill almost to death: but God had mercy on him; and not only on him but on me,
so that I might not have grief on grief. 28 I have sent him, then, the more gladly, so that
when you see him again, you may be happy and I may have the less sorrow. 29 So take
him to your hearts in the Lord with all joy, and give honour to such as he is: 30Because
for thework of Christ hewas near to death, putting his life in danger tomake your care
for me complete.

3
1 For the rest, my brothers, be glad in the Lord. Writing the same things to you is no

trouble tome, and foryou it is safe. 2Beon thewatchagainstdogs, against theworkersof
evil, against those of the circumcision: 3Forwe are the circumcision, who giveworship
to God and have glory in Jesus Christ, and have no faith in the flesh: 4 Even though I
myself might have faith in the flesh: if any other man has reason to have faith in the
flesh, Ihavemore: 5Beinggivencircumcisionon theeighthday, of thenationof Israel, of
the tribe of Benjamin, aHebrewofHebrews; in relation to the law, a Pharisee: 6 In bitter
hate I was cruel to the church; I kept all the righteousness of the law to the last detail.
7But those thingswhichwereprofit tome, I gaveup forChrist. 8Yes truly, and Iamready
to give up all things for the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, which is more than all:
forwhomIhaveundergone the loss of all things, and tome theyare less thannothing, so
that Imay have Christ asmy reward, 9Andbe seen in him, not havingmy righteousness
which is of the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is
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of God by faith: 10 That I may have knowledge of him, and of the power of his coming
back from the dead, and a part with him in his pains, becoming like him in his death;
11 If in any way I may have the reward of life from the dead. 12Not as if I had even now
got the reward or been made complete: but I go on in the hope that I may come to the
knowledge of that for which I was made the servant of Christ Jesus. 13 Brothers, it is
clear to me that I have not come to that knowledge; but one thing I do, letting go those
things which are past, and stretching out to the things which are before, 14 I go forward
to the mark, even the reward of the high purpose of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Then let
us all, who have come to full growth, be of this mind: and if in anything you are of a
different mind, even this will God make clear to you: 16Only, as far as we have got, let
us be guided by the same rule. 17 Brothers, take me as your example, and take note of
thosewhoarewalking after the examplewehave given. 18For there are those, ofwhom
I have given you word before, and do so now with sorrow, who are haters of the cross
of Christ; 19Whose end is destruction, whose god is the stomach, and whose glory is
in their shame, whose minds are fixed on the things of the earth. 20 For our country is
in heaven; from where the Saviour for whomwe are waiting will come, even the Lord
Jesus Christ: 21 By whom this poor body of ours will be changed into the image of the
body of his glory, in the measure of the working by which he is able to put all things
under himself.

4
1 So my brothers, well loved and very dear to me, my joy and crown, be strong in the

Lord, my loved ones. 2 I make request to Euodias and Syntyche to be of the same mind
in the Lord. 3 And I make request to you, true helper in my work, to see to the needs
of those women who took part with me in the good news, with Clement and the rest of
my brother-workers whose names are in the book of life. 4 Be glad in the Lord at all
times: again I say, Be glad. 5 Let your gentle behaviour be clear to all men. The Lord
is near. 6Have no cares; but in everything with prayer and praise put your requests
before God. 7And the peace of God, which is deeper than all knowledge, will keep your
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 8 For the rest, my brothers, whatever things are true,
whatever things have honour, whatever things are upright, whatever things are holy,
whatever things are beautiful, whatever things are of value, if there is any virtue and
if there is any praise, give thought to these things. 9 The things which came to you by
my teaching and preaching, and which you saw in me, these things do, and the God of
peacewill be with you. 10But I am very glad in the Lord that your care forme has come
to life again; though you did in fact take thought for me, but you were not able to give
effect to it. 11But I will not say anything about my needs, for I am able, wherever I am,
to be dependent on myself. 12 It is the same to me if I am looked down on or honoured;
everywhere and in all things I have the secret of how to be full and how to go without
food; how to have wealth and how to be in need. 13 I am able to do all things through
him who gives me strength. 14But you did well to have care for me in my need. 15And
you have knowledge, Philippians, that when the good news first came to you, when I
went away from Macedonia, no church took part with me in the business of giving to
the saints, but you only; 16Because even in Thessalonica you sent once and again tome
in my need. 17Not that I am looking for an offering, but for fruit which may be put to
your credit. 18 I have all things andmore than enough: I ammade full, having had from
Epaphroditus the things which came from you, a perfume of a sweet smell, an offering
well pleasing to God. 19Andmy God will give you all you have need of from the wealth
of his glory in Christ Jesus. 20Now to God our Father be glory for ever and ever. So be it.
21Give words of love to every saint in Christ Jesus. The brothers who are with me send
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you their love. 22All the saints send their love to you, specially thosewho are of Caesar's
house. 23The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.
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Paul’s Letter to the Colossians
1Paul, an Apostle of Jesus Christ, by the purpose of God, and Timothy our brother, 2To

the saints and true brothers in Christ at Colossae: Grace to you and peace fromGod our
Father. 3We give praise to God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, making prayer for
you at all times, 4After hearing of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which you
have forall the saints, 5Through thehopewhich is in store foryou inheaven; knowledge
of which was given to you before in the true word of the good news, 6Which has come
to you; and which in all the world is giving fruit and increase, as it has done in you
from the day when it came to your ears and you had true knowledge of the grace of
God; 7As it was given to you by Epaphras, our well-loved helper, who is a true servant
of Christ for us, 8And who, himself, made clear to us your love in the Spirit. 9 For this
reason, we, from the day when we had word of it, keep on in prayer for you, that you
may be full of the knowledge of his purpose, with all wisdom and experience of the
Spirit, 10 Living uprightly in the approval of the Lord, giving fruit in every good work,
and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 Full of strength in the measure of the great
power of his glory, so that youmay undergo all troubles with joy; 12Giving praise to the
Father who has given us a part in the heritage of the saints in light; 13Who hasmade us
free from the power of evil and given us a place in the kingdom of the Son of his love;
14 In whom we have our salvation, the forgiveness of sins: 15Who is the image of the
unseen God coming into existence before all living things; 16For by him all things were
made, in heaven and on earth, things seen and things unseen, authorities, lords, rulers,
and powers; all things were made by him and for him; 17He is before all things, and in
him all things have being. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church: the starting
point of all things, the first to come again from the dead; so that in all things he might
have the chief place. 19 For God in full measure was pleased to be in him; 20 Through
him uniting all things with himself, having made peace through the blood of his cross;
throughhim, I say, uniting all thingswhichareonearthor inheaven. 21Andyou,who in
the pastwere cut off and atwarwith God in yourminds through evil works, he has now
madeone 22 In thebodyofhisflesh throughdeath, so that youmightbeholyandwithout
sin and free from all evil before him: 23 If you keep yourselves safely based in the faith,
not moved from the hope of the good news which came to you, andwhich was given to
every livingbeingunderheaven; ofwhich I, Paul,wasmadea servant. 24NowIhave joy
in my pain because of you, and in my flesh I undergo whatever is still needed to make
the sorrows of Christ complete, for the salvation of his body, the church; 25Of which I
became a servant by the purpose of Godwhichwas given tome for you, to give effect to
the word of God, 26The secret which has been kept from all times and generations, but
hasnowbeenmade clear tohis saints, 27TowhomGodwaspleased to giveknowledgeof
thewealth of the glory of this secret among theGentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope
of glory: 28Whomwe are preaching; guiding and teaching everyman in all wisdom, so
that every manmay be complete in Christ; 29And for this purpose I amworking, using
all my strength by the help of his power which is working inme strongly.

2
1 For it is my desire to give you news of the great fight I am making for you and for

those at Laodicea, and for all who have not seen my face in the flesh; 2 So that their
hearts may be comforted, and that being joined together in love, they may come to
the full wealth of the certain knowledge of the secret of God, even Christ, 3 In whom
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are all the secret stores of wisdom and knowledge. 4 I say this so that you may not be
turned away by any deceit of words. 5 For though I am not present in the flesh, still
I am with you in the spirit, seeing with joy your order, and your unchanging faith in
Christ. 6 As, then, you took Christ Jesus the Lord, so go on in him, 7 Rooted and based
together in him, strong in the faith which the teaching gave you, giving praise to God at
all times. 8 Take care that no one takes you away by force, through man's wisdom and
deceit, going after the beliefs of men and the theories of theworld, and not after Christ:
9 For in him all the wealth of God's being has a living form, 10 And you are complete
in him, who is the head of all rule and authority: 11 In whom you had a circumcision
not made with hands, in the putting off of the body of the flesh, in the circumcision of
Christ; 12Having beenput to deathwith him in baptism, bywhich you came to life again
withhim, through faith in theworking ofGod,whomadehimcomeback from thedead.
13And you, being dead through your sins and the evil condition of your flesh, to you, I
say, he gave life together with him, and forgiveness of all our sins; 14Having put an end
to the handwriting of the law which was against us, taking it out of the way by nailing
it to his cross; 15Having made himself free from the rule of authorities and powers, he
put them openly to shame, glorying over them in it. 16 For this reason let no man be
your judge in any question of food or drink or feast days or new moons or Sabbaths:
17For these are an image of the things which are to come; but the body is Christ's. 18Let
no man take your reward from you by consciously making little of himself and giving
worship to angels; having his thoughts fixed on the things which he has seen, being
foolishly lifted up in his natural mind, 19And not joined to the Head, fromwhom all the
body, being given strength and kept together through its joins and bands, has its growth
with the increase of God. 20 If you were made free, by your death with Christ, from the
rules of the world, why do you put yourselves under the authority of orders 21Which
say there may be no touching, tasting, or taking in your hands, 22 (Rules which are all
to come to an end with their use) after the orders and teaching of men? 23These things
seem to have a sort of wisdom in self-orderedworship andmaking little of oneself, and
being cruel to the body, not honouring it by giving it its natural use.

3
1 If then you have a new life with Christ, give your attention to the things of heaven,

where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2Keep your mind on the higher things,
not on the things of earth. 3For your life on earth is done, and youhave a secret lifewith
Christ inGod. 4At the coming of Christwho is our life, youwill be seenwithhim in glory.
5Then put to death your bodies which are of the earth; wrong use of the flesh, unclean
things, passion, evil desires and envy, which is theworship of strange gods; 6Because of
which the wrath of God comes on those who go against his orders; 7Among whom you
were living in thepast,whenyoudid such things. 8Butnow it is right for you toput away
all these things; wrath, passion, bad feeling, curses, unclean talk; 9Do not make false
statements to one another; because you have put away the old manwith all his doings,
10And have put on the newman, which has become new in knowledge after the image
of his maker; 11Where there is no Greek or Jew, no one with circumcision or without
circumcision, no division between nations, no servant or freeman: but Christ is all and
in all. 12 As saints of God, then, holy and dearly loved, let your behaviour be marked
by pity and mercy, kind feeling, a low opinion of yourselves, gentle ways, and a power
of undergoing all things; 13Being gentle to one another and having forgiveness for one
another, if anyone has done wrong to his brother, even as the Lord had forgiveness for
you: 14 And more than all, have love; the only way in which you may be completely
joined together. 15 And let the peace of Christ be ruling in your hearts, as it was the
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purpose of God for you to be one body; and give praise to God at all times. 16 Let the
word of Christ be in you in allwealth ofwisdom; teaching andhelping one anotherwith
songs of praise andholywords,makingmelody toGodwith grace in your hearts. 17And
whatever you do, in word or in act, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving praise
to God the Father through him. 18Wives, be under the authority of your husbands, as
is right in the Lord. 19Husbands, have love for your wives, and be not bitter against
them. 20 Children, do the orders of your fathers and mothers in all things, for this is
pleasing to the Lord. 21Fathers, do not be hard on your children, so that their spiritmay
not be broken. 22 Servants, in all things do the orders of your natural masters; not only
when their eyes are onyou, as pleasers ofmen, butwith all yourheart, fearing theLord:
23Whatever you do, do it readily, as to the Lord and not tomen; 24Being certain that the
Lordwill give you the rewardof theheritage: for youare the servants of theLordChrist.
25For thewrongdoer will have punishment for thewrong he has done, without respect
for anyman's position.

4
1Masters, giveyour servantswhat is rightandequal, conscious thatyouhaveaMaster

in heaven. 2 Give yourselves to prayer at all times, keeping watch with praise; 3 And
making prayer for us, that Godmay give us an open door for the preaching of theword,
the secret of Christ, for which I am now in chains; 4 So that I may make it clear, as it is
right for me to do. 5Be wise in your behaviour to those who are outside, making good
use of the time. 6 Let your talk be with grace, mixed with salt, so that you may be able
to give an answer to everyone. 7 Tychicus will give you news of all my business: he is
a dear brother and true servant and helper in the word; 8And I have sent him to you
for this very purpose, so that you may have news of how we are, and so that he may
give your hearts comfort; 9Andwith him I have sent Onesimus, the true andwell-loved
brother, who is one of you. They will give youword of everything which is taking place
here. 10Aristarchus, my brother-prisoner, sends his love to you, andMark, a relation of
Barnabas (aboutwhomyouhave been given orders: if he comes to you, be kind to him),
11And Jesus,whoseothername is Justus; these areof the circumcision: theyaremyonly
brother-workers for the kingdom of God, who have been a comfort to me. 12Epaphras,
who is one of you, a servant of Christ Jesus, sends you his love, ever taking thought for
you in his prayers, that youmay be complete and fully certain of all the purpose of God.
13 For I give witness of him that he has undergone much trouble for you and for those
in Laodicea and in Hierapolis. 14Luke, our well-lovedmedical friend, and Demas, send
you their love. 15 Give my love to the brothers in Laodicea and to Nymphas and the
church in their house. 16Andwhen this letter has beenmade public among you, let the
samebe done in the church of Laodicea; and see that you have the letter fromLaodicea.
17 Say to Archippus, See that you do the work which the Lord has given you to do. 18 I,
Paul, giveyou thiswordof love inmyhandwriting. Keep inmemory that I amaprisoner.
Grace be with you.
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Paul’s First Letter to the Thessalonians
1Paul and Silvanus and Timothy, to the church of the Thessalonians inGod the Father

and theLord Jesus Christ: Grace to youandpeace. 2Wegivepraise toGodat all times for
you, keeping you in memory in our prayers; 3Having ever in mind your work of faith
and acts of love and the strength of your hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, before our God
and Father; 4 Being conscious, my brothers, dear to God, that you have been marked
out by God's purpose; 5 Because our good news came to you, not in word only, but in
power, and in the Holy Spirit, so that you were completely certain of it; even as you
saw what our behaviour to you was like from our love to you. 6 And you took us and
the Lord as your example, after the word had come to you in much trouble, with joy in
the Holy Spirit; 7 So that you became an example to all those who have faith in Christ
in Macedonia and Achaia. 8 For not only was the word of the Lord sounding out from
you in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God is made clear; so
that we have no need to say anything. 9 For they themselves give the news of how we
came among you; and how you were turned from images to God, to the worship of a
true and living God, 10Waiting for his Son from heaven, who came back from the dead,
even Jesus, our Saviour from the wrath to come.

2
1 For you yourselves, brothers, are conscious that our coming among you was not

without effect: 2But after we had first undergonemuch pain and been cruelly attacked
as you saw, at Philippi, by the help of God we gave you the good news without fear,
though everything was against us. 3For our witness does not come from error or from
an unclean heart or from deceit: 4 But even as the good news was given to us by the
approval of God, sowe give it out; not as pleasingmen, but God bywhomour hearts are
tested. 5 For it is common knowledge among you that we never made use of smooth-
sounding falsewords, andGod iswitness that atno timewerewesecretlydesiringprofit
for ourselves, 6Or looking for glory frommen, fromyou or fromothers, whenwemight
have made ourselves a care to you as Apostles of Christ. 7 But we were gentle among
you, like a woman caring for her little ones: 8 Even so, being full of loving desire for
you, we took delight in giving you not only God's good news, but even our lives, because
you were dear to us. 9For you have the memory, my brothers, of our trouble and care;
how, working night and day, so that we might not be a trouble to any of you, we gave
you thegoodnewsofGod. 10Youarewitnesses,withGod, howholyandupright and free
fromall evil was ourway of life among youwhohave faith; 11Even as you sawhow, like
a fatherwith his children,wewere teaching and comforting you all, and givingwitness,
12 So that your lives might be pleasing to God, who has given you a part in his kingdom
and his glory. 13And for this causewe still give praise to God, that, when theword came
to your ears through us, you took it, not as the word of man, but, as it truly is, the word
of God, which has living power in you who have faith. 14 For you, my brothers, took
as your examples the churches of Godwhich are in Judaea in Christ Jesus; because you
underwent the samethings fromyourcountrymenas theydid fromthe Jews; 15Whoput
to death the Lord Jesus and the prophets, violently driving us out; who are unpleasing
to God and against all men; 16Who, to make the measure of their sins complete, kept
us from giving the word of salvation to the Gentiles: but the wrath of God is about to
come on them in the fullest degree. 17But we, my brothers, being away from you for a
short time, inbodybutnot inheart, hadall themoredesire to see your face; 18Forwhich
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reasonwemade attempts to come to you, even I, Paul, once and again; but Satan kept us
from coming. 19Forwhat is our hope or joy or crown of glory? Are not even you, before
our Lord Jesus, at his coming? 20For you are our glory and our joy.

3
1At last our desire to have news of you was so strong that, while we ourselves were

waiting at Athens, 2Wesent Timothy, our brother andGod's servant in the goodnews of
Christ, to give you strength and comfort in your faith; 3So that nomanmight bemoved
by these troubles; because you see that these things are part of God's purpose for us.
4Andwhenwewerewith you, we said to you that troublewas before us; and so it came
about, as you see. 5For this reason, when Iwas no longer able to keep quiet, I sent to get
news of your faith, fearing that you might be tested by the Evil One and that our work
might come to nothing. 6But now that Timothy has come to us from you, and has given
us good news of your faith and love, and that you have happymemories of us, desiring
greatly to see us, even as we do to see you; 7 For this cause, brothers, in all our trouble
and grief we were comforted about you because of your faith; 8For it is life to us if you
keep your faith in the Lord unchanged. 9 For how great is the praise which we give to
God for you, and how great the joy with which we are glad because of you before our
God; 10Night and day requesting God again and again that we may see your face and
make your faith complete. 11Nowmay our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus
make a way for us to come to you; 12And the Lord give you increase of love in fullest
measure to one another and to all men, even as our love to you; 13 So that your hearts
maybe strong and free fromall sin before ourGodandFather, at the coming of our Lord
Jesus with all his saints.

4
1And last of all, the prayer which wemake to you from our heart and in the name of

the Lord Jesus, is this: that aswemade clear to youwhat sort of behaviour is pleasing to
God, as in fact you are doing now, so you will go on in these ways, but more and more.
2 Because you have in mind the orders we gave you through the Lord Jesus. 3 For the
purpose of God for you is this: that youmay be holy, andmay keep yourselves from the
desires of the flesh; 4 So that every one of you may keep his body holy and in honour;
5Not in the passion of evil desires, like the Gentiles, who have no knowledge of God;
6And that nomanmaymakeattempts to get the better of his brother inbusiness: for the
Lord is the judge in all these things, aswe said to youbefore and gavewitness. 7Because
it is God's purpose that our way of life may be not unclean but holy. 8Whoever, then,
goes against this word, goes against not man but God, who gives his Holy Spirit to you.
9 But about loving the brothers, there is no need for me to say anything to you in this
letter: for you have the teaching of God that love for one another is right and necessary;
10 And, truly, you are lovers of all the brothers in Macedonia; but it is our desire that
your love may be increased still more; 11 And that you may take pride in being quiet
and doing your business, working with your hands as we gave you orders; 12That you
may be respected by those who are outside, and may have need of nothing. 13But it is
our desire, brothers, that youmay be certain about those who are sleeping; so that you
may have no need for sorrow, as others have who are without hope. 14 For if we have
faith that Jesus underwent death and came back again, even so those who are sleeping
will come again with him by God's power. 15 For this we say to you by the word of the
Lord, that wewho are still living at the coming of the Lord, will not go before thosewho
are sleeping. 16Because the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a word of
authority, with the voice of the chief angel, with the sound of a horn: and the dead in
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Christwill come to lifefirst; 17Thenwewhoare still livingwill be takenup togetherwith
them into the clouds to see the Lord in the air: and so will we be for ever with the Lord.
18 So then, give comfort to one another with these words.

5
1 But about the times and their order, my brothers, there is no need for me to say

anything to you. 2For you yourselves have the knowledge that the day of the Lord will
come like a thief in the night. 3 When they say, There is peace and no danger, then
sudden destruction will come on them, as birth-pains on awomanwith child; and they
will not be able to get away from it. 4 But you, my brothers, are not in the dark, for
that day to overtake you like a thief: 5 For you are all sons of light and of the day: we
are not of the night or of the dark. 6 So then, let us not take our rest as the others do,
but let us be self-controlled and awake. 7For those who are sleeping do so in the night;
and those who are the worse for drink are so in the night; 8 But let us, who are of the
day, be serious, putting on the breastplate of faith and love, and on our heads, the hope
of salvation. 9 For God's purpose for us is not wrath, but salvation through our Lord
Jesus Christ, 10Who was put to death for us, so that, awake or sleeping, we may have a
part in his life. 11 So then, go on comforting and building up one another, as you have
been doing. 12 But we make this request to you, my brothers: give attention to those
who are working among you, who are over you in the Lord to keep order among you;
13And have a high opinion of them in love because of their work. Be at peace among
yourselves. 14Andourdesire is that youwill keep control over thosewhose lives are not
well ordered, giving comfort to the feeble-hearted, supporting thosewith little strength,
andputting upwithmuch fromall. 15Let no one give evil for evil; but ever go afterwhat
is good, for oneanother and for all. 16Have joy at all times. 17Keeponwith yourprayers.
18 In everything give praise: for this is the purpose of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do
not put out the light of the Spirit; 20Donotmake little of thewords of the prophets; 21Let
all things be tested; keep to what is good; 22Keep from every form of evil. 23And may
the God of peace himself make you holy in every way; and may your spirit and soul
and body be free from all sin at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24God, by whom
you have been marked out in his purpose, is unchanging and will make it complete.
25Brothers, keep us inmind in your prayers. 26Give all the brothers a holy kiss. 27 I give
orders in the name of the Lord that all the brothers are to be present at the reading of
this letter. 28The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
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Paul’s Second Letter to the Thessalonians
1Paul and Silvanus andTimothy, to the church of the Thessalonians inGodour Father

and the Lord Jesus Christ: 2Grace to you and peace from God the Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ. 3 It is right for us to give praise toGod at all times for you, brothers, because
of the great increase of your faith, and thewealth of your love for one another; 4So that
we ourselves take pride in you in the churches of God for your untroubled mind and
your faith in all the troubles and sorrows which you are going through; 5Which is a
clear sign of the decisionwhich God in his righteousness hasmade; to give you a part in
his kingdom, for which you have undergone this pain; 6For it is an act of righteousness
onGod's part to give trouble as their reward to thosewhoare troublingyou, 7And toyou
who are troubled, restwith us, when the Lord Jesus comes fromheavenwith the angels
of his power in flames of fire, 8 To give punishment to those who have no knowledge
of God, and to those who do not give ear to the good news of our Lord Jesus: 9Whose
reward will be eternal destruction from the face of the Lord and from the glory of his
strength, 10At his coming, when he will have glory in his saints, and will be a cause of
wonder in all those who had faith (because our witness among you had effect) in that
day. 11For this reason, youare ever inourprayers, that youmayseemtoourGod suchas
may have a part in his purpose and that by his power hewillmake all his good purpose,
and the work of faith, complete; 12 So that glory may be given to the name of our Lord
Jesus through you, and youmayhave glory in him, by the grace of our God and the Lord
Jesus Christ.

2
1Now as to the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, and our meeting with him, it is our

desire, my brothers, 2That youmay not bemoved inmind or troubled by a spirit, or by
aword, or by a letter as fromus,with the suggestion that the day of the Lord is evennow
come; 3Give no belief to false words: because there will first be a falling away from the
faith, and the revelation of the man of sin, the son of destruction, 4Who puts himself
against all authority, lifting himself up over all which is namedGod or is givenworship;
so that he takes his seat in the Temple of God, putting himself forward as God. 5Have
you no memory of what I said when I was with you, giving you word of these things?
6And now it is clear to you what is keeping back his revelation till the time comes for
him to be seen. 7 For the secret of evil is even now at work: but there is one who is
keeping back the evil till he is taken out of the way. 8And then will come the revelation
of that evil one, whom the Lord Jesus will put to death with the breath of his mouth,
and give to destruction by the revelation of his coming; 9 Even the one whose coming
is marked by the working of Satan, with all power and signs and false wonders, 10And
with every deceit of wrongdoing among those whose fate is destruction; because they
werequitewithout that love of the true faithbywhich theymight have salvation. 11And
for this cause, God will give them up to the power of deceit and they will put their faith
in what is false: 12 So that they all may be judged, who had no faith in what is true, but
took pleasure in evil. 13 But it is right for us to give praise to God at all times for you,
brothers, loved by the Lord, because it was the purpose of God from the first that you
mighthave salvation, beingmadeholyby theSpirit andby faith inwhat is true: 14And in
this purpose he gave you a part through the goodnews ofwhichwewere the preachers,
even that youmight have part in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 15So then, brothers,
be strong in purpose, and keep the teaching which has been given to you by word or
by letter from us. 16Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father who had
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love for us and has given us eternal comfort and good hope through grace, 17Give you
comfort and strength in every good work andword.

3
1For the rest, my brothers, let there be prayer for us that theword of the Lordmay go

forwardwith increasing glory, even as it doeswith you; 2And thatwemay bemade free
from foolish and evilmen; for not all have faith. 3But the Lord is true, whowill give you
strengthandkeepyou safe fromevil. 4Andwehave faith in theLordabout you, that you
are doing andwill do the things aboutwhichwe give you orders. 5Andmay your hearts
be guided by the Lord into the love of God and quiet waiting for Christ. 6Now we give
you orders, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from all those
whose behaviour is notwell ordered and in harmonywith the teachingwhich they had
from us. 7 For you yourselves are used to taking us as your example, because our life
among you was ruled by order, 8And we did not take food from any man for nothing,
butwereworking hard night and day not to be a trouble to any of you: 9Not becausewe
have not the right, but to make ourselves an example to you, so that you might do the
same. 10For even when we were with you we gave you orders, saying, If anyman does
nowork, let himnot have food. 11For it has come to our ears that there are some among
you whose behaviour is uncontrolled, who do no work at all, but are over-interested
in the business of others. 12Now to such we give orders and make request in the Lord
Jesus, that, working quietly, they get their living. 13 And you, my brothers, do not get
tired of well-doing. 14And if any man does not give attention to what we have said in
this letter, take note of that man, and keep away from him, so that he may be shamed.
15Have no feeling of hate for him, but take him in hand seriously as a brother. 16Now
the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in everyway. May the Lord be
with you all. 17 These words of love to you at the end are in my writing, Paul's writing,
and this is the mark of every letter from me. 18May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
be with you all.
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Paul’s First Letter to Timothy
1 Paul, an Apostle of Jesus Christ, by the order of God our Saviour and Christ Jesus

our hope; 2 To Timothy, my true child in the faith: Grace, mercy, peace, from God the
Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 3 It was my desire, when I went on into Macedonia,
that youmightmake a stop at Ephesus, to give orders to certainmen not to put forward
a different teaching, 4Or to give attention to stories and long lists of generations, from
which come questionings and doubts, in place of God's ordered way of life which is in
faith; 5 But the effect of the order is love coming from a clean heart, and a knowledge
of what is right, and true faith: 6 From which some have been turned away, giving
themselves to foolish talking; 7Desiring to be teachers of the law, though they have no
knowledge ofwhat they say or of the statementswhich theymake so certainly. 8Weare
conscious that the law is good, if a man makes a right use of it, 9With the knowledge
that the law ismade, not for the uprightman, but for thosewho have no respect for law
and order, for evil men and sinners, for the unholy and those who have no religion, for
those who put their fathers or mothers to death, for takers of life, 10 For those who go
after loosewomen, for thosewith unnatural desires, for thosewho takemen prisoners,
who make false statements and false oaths, and those who do any other things against
the right teaching, 11Whichmay be seen in the good news of the glory of the great God,
which was given into my care. 12 I give praise to him who gave me power, Christ Jesus
our Lord, because he took me to be true, making me his servant, 13 Though I had said
violent words against God, and done cruel acts, causing great trouble: but I was given
mercy, because I did itwithout knowledge, not having faith; 14And the grace of ourLord
was very great, with faith and lovewhich is in Christ Jesus. 15 It is a true saying, inwhich
allmay put their faith, that Christ Jesus came into theworld to give salvation to sinners,
of whom I am the chief: 16But for this reason I was givenmercy, so that inme, the chief
of sinners, Jesus Christ might make clear all his mercy, as an example to those who in
the futurewouldhave faith inhim to eternal life. 17Now to theKing eternal, ever-living,
unseen, the onlyGod, be honour and glory for ever and ever. So be it. 18This order I give
toyou, Timothymyson, inharmonywith thewordsof theprophets about you, so thatby
them you may be strong, fighting the good fight, 19Keeping faith, and being conscious
of well-doing; for some, by not doing these things, have gone wrong in relation to the
faith: 20 Such are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have given up to Satan, so that
theymay say nomore evil words against God.

2
1My desire is, first of all, that you will make requests and prayers and give praise for

all men; 2For kings and all those in authority; so that wemay have a calm and quiet life
inall fearofGodandseriousbehaviour. 3This is goodandpleasing in theeyesofGodour
Saviour; 4Whose desire is that all menmay have salvation and come to the knowledge
of what is true. 5 For there is one God and one peacemaker between God and men, the
man Christ Jesus, 6Who gave himself as an offering for all; witness of which was to be
given at the right time; 7And of this I became a preacher and an Apostle (what I say is
true, not false,) and a teacher of the Gentiles in the true faith. 8 It is my desire, then,
that in every place men may give themselves to prayer, lifting up holy hands, without
wrath or argument. 9And that womenmay be dressed in simple clothing, with a quiet
and serious air; not with twisted hair and gold or jewels or robes of great price; 10But
clothed with good works, as is right for women who are living in the fear of God. 11Let
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a woman quietly take the place of a learner and be under authority. 12 In my opinion
it is right for a woman not to be a teacher, or to have rule over a man, but to be quiet.
13 For Adam was first formed, then Eve; 14And Adam was not taken by deceit, but the
woman, being tricked, became a wrongdoer. 15 But if they go on in faith and love and
holy self-control, she will be kept safe at the time of childbirth.

3
1This is a true saying, A man desiring the position of a Bishop has a desire for a good

work. 2 The Bishop, then, is to be a man of good name, the husband of one wife, self-
controlled, serious-minded, having respect for order, openinghis house freely to guests,
a ready teacher; 3Not quickly moved to wrath or blows, but gentle; no fighter, no lover
of money; 4 Ruling his house well, having his children under control with all serious
behaviour; 5 (For if a man has not the art of ruling his house, how will he take care of
the church of God?) 6Not one newly taken into the church, for fear that, through his
high opinion of himself, he may come into the same sin as the Evil One. 7And he is to
have a good name among those outside the church, so that nothingmay be said against
him and hemay not be taken by the designs of the Evil One. 8Deacons, in the sameway,
are to be serious in their behaviour, not false in word, not given to taking much wine
or greatly desiring the wealth of this world; 9Keeping the secret of the faith in a heart
free from sin. 10 And let these first be put to the test; then let them become Deacons
if there is nothing against them. 11Women are to be serious in behaviour, saying no
evil of others, controlling themselves, true in all things. 12Let Deacons be husbands of
one wife, ruling their children and their houses well. 13For those who have done good
work as Deacons get for themselves a good position and become free from fear in the
faith which is in Christ Jesus. 14 I amwriting these things to you, though I am hoping to
come to you before long; 15But if I am long in coming, this will make clear to you what
behaviour is right formen in the house of God,which is the church of the livingGod, the
pillar and base of what is true. 16And without argument, great is the secret of religion:
He who was seen in the flesh, who was given God's approval in the spirit, was seen by
the angels, of whom the good news was given among the nations, in whom the world
had faith, who was taken up in glory.

4
1But the Spirit says clearly that in later times somewill be turnedaway from the faith,

giving theirminds to spirits ofdeceit, and the teachingsof evil spirits, 2Through the false
ways of men whose words are untrue, whose hearts are burned as with a heated iron;
3Who keepmen frombeingmarried and from taking foodwhich Godmade to be taken
with praise by those who have faith and true knowledge. 4 Because everything which
God has made is good, and nothing is evil, if it is taken with praise: 5For it is made holy
by the word of God and by prayer. 6 If you keep these things before the minds of the
brothers, youwill be a good servant of Christ Jesus, trained in thewords of the faith and
of the right teaching which has been your guide: 7But have nothing to do with unclean
and foolish stories. Give yourself training in religion: 8For the training of the body is of
profit for a little, but religion is of profit in everyway, giving hope for the lifewhichnow
is, and for that which is to come. 9This is a true saying, in which all may put their faith.
10 And this is the purpose of all our work and our fighting, because our hope is in the
living God, who is the Saviour of all men, and specially of those who have faith. 11 Let
these be your orders and your teaching. 12Let no onemake little of you because you are
young, but be an example to the church in word, in behaviour, in love, in faith, in holy
living. 13Till I come, give attention to the reading of the holyWritings, to comforting the
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saints, and to teaching. 14Make use of that grace in you, which was given to you by the
word of the prophets, when the rulers of the church put their hands on you. 15Have a
care for these things; give yourself to themwith all your heart, so that all may see how
you go forward. 16Give attention to yourself and your teaching. Go on in these things;
for in doing so youwill get salvation for yourself and for thosewho give hearing to you.

5
1 Do not say sharp words to one who has authority in the church, but let your talk

be as to a father, and to the younger men as to brothers: 2 To the older women as to
mothers, to the younger as to sisters, with a clean heart. 3Give honour to widows who
are truly widows. 4 But if any widow has children or children's children, let these see
that it is right to take care of their family and their fathers and mothers: for this is
pleasing in the eyes of God. 5Now she who is truly a widow and without family puts
her hope in God, giving herself to prayer day and night. 6 But she who gives herself
to pleasure is dead while she is living. 7 Give orders to this effect, so that no evil may
be said of anyone. 8 If anyone has no care for his family and those in his house, he is
false to the faith, and is worse than onewho has no faith. 9Let nowoman be numbered
among thewidowswho is under sixty years old, and only if she has been thewife of one
man, 10And if witness is given of her good works; if she has had the care of children, if
she has been kind to travellers, washing the feet of the saints, helping those who are in
trouble, giving herself to good works. 11 But to the younger widows say No: for when
their love is turned away from Christ, they have a desire to bemarried; 12And they are
judged because they have been false to their first faith; 13 And they get into the way
of doing no work, going about from house to house; and not only doing no work, but
talking foolishly, being over-interested in the business of others, saying things which
they have no right to say. 14 So it is my desire that the younger widowsmay bemarried
and have children, controlling their families, and giving the Evil One no chance to say
anything against them, 15For evennowsomeare turned away to Satan. 16 If anywoman
of the faithhas relationswhoarewidows, let her give themhelp, so that the careof them
does not come on the church, and so it may give help to those who are truly widowed.
17Let rulers whose rule is good be honoured twice over, specially those whose work is
preaching and teaching. 18For theWritings say, It is not right to keep the ox from taking
the grain when he is crushing it. And, The worker has a right to his reward. 19Do not
take as true any statement made against one in authority, but only if two or three give
witness to it. 20Say sharpwords to sinners when all are present, so that the rest may be
in fear. 21 I give you orders beforeGod andChrist Jesus and the angels of God's selection,
to keep these orderswithout giving thought to one sidemore than another. 22Donot put
hands on anymanwithout thought, and have no part in othermen's sins: keep yourself
clean. 23Do not take onlywater as your drink, but take a little wine for the good of your
stomach, and because you are frequently ill. 24 The sins of some men are clearly seen,
going before them to be judged; but with others, their sins go after them. 25 In the same
way, there are good works which are clearly seen; and those which are not so, may not
be kept secret.

6
1Let all who are servants under the yoke give all honour to their masters, so that no

evilmaybe saidagainst thenameofGodandhis teaching. 2And let thosewhosemasters
are of the faith have respect for them because they are brothers, working for them the
more readily, because those who take part in the good work are of the faith and are
dear. Give orders and teaching about these things. 3 If anyman gives different teaching,
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not in agreement with the true words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and with the teaching
which is inagreementwith true religion, 4Hehasanover-highopinionofhimself; being
without knowledge, having only an unhealthy love of questionings and wars of words,
from which come envy, fighting, cruel words, evil thoughts, 5 Bitter talk of men who,
being evil in mind and dead to what is true, take the faith to be a way of making profit.
6But true faith, with peace ofmind, is of great profit: 7For we came into the world with
nothing, and we are not able to take anything out; 8But if we have food and a roof over
us, let that be enough. 9But those who have a desire for wealth are falling into danger,
and are taken as in a net by a number of foolish and damaging desires, through which
men are overtaken by death and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all
evil: and some whose hearts were fixed on it have been turned away from the faith,
and beenwoundedwith unnumbered sorrows. 11But you, Oman of God, keep yourself
from these things, and go after righteousness, religion, faith, love, a quiet mind, gentle
behaviour. 12Be fighting the good fight of the faith; take for yourself the life eternal, for
which you were marked out, and of which you gave witness in the eyes of all. 13 I give
you orders before God, the giver of life, and Christ Jesus, who before Pontius Pilate gave
witness to the faith, 14To keep theword untouched by evil, clear from all shame, till the
revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ: 15Which at the right time he will make clear, who
is the eternal and only Ruler, King of kings, and Lord of lords; 16Who only has life for
ever, living in light to which no manmay come near; whom noman has seen or is able
to see: to whom be honour and power for ever. So be it. 17 Give orders to those who
havemoney and goods in this life, not to be lifted up in theirminds, or to put their hope
in the uncertain chances of wealth, but in God who gives us in full measure all things
for our use; 18And to do good, having wealth in good works, being quick to give, taking
partwith one another; 19Making ready for themselves a safe place for the time to come,
so that the true life may be theirs. 20O Timothy, take good care of that which is given
to you, turning away from thewrong and foolish talk and arguments of that knowledge
which is falsely sonamed; 21Throughwhich some,whogave theirminds to it, havebeen
turned away from the faith. Grace be with you.
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Paul’s Second Letter to Timothy
1 Paul, an Apostle of Jesus Christ by the purpose of God, in the hope of the life which

is in Christ Jesus, 2To Timothy, my well-loved child: Grace, mercy, peace, from God the
Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 3 I give praise to God, whose servant I have been, with
a heart free from sin, from the time ofmy fathers, because inmyprayers at all times the
thought of you is with me, night and day 4Desiring to see you, keeping in my memory
your weeping, so that I may be full of joy; 5Having in mind your true faith, which first
was in yourmother'smother Lois, and in yourmother Eunice, and, I am certain, is now
inyou. 6For this reason I say to you, Let that grace ofGodwhich is in you, given to youby
my hands, have living power. 7For God did not give us a spirit of fear, but of power and
of love and of self-control. 8Have no feeling of shame, then, for the witness of our Lord
or for me, his prisoner: but undergo all things for the good news in the measure of the
power of God; 9Who gave us salvation, marking us out for his purpose, not on account
of our works, but in the measure of his purpose and his grace, which was given to us
in Christ Jesus before times eternal, 10 But has now been made clear by the revelation
of our Saviour Christ Jesus, who put an end to death and made life unending come to
light through the good news, 11Of which I was made a preacher and an Apostle and a
teacher; 12And for which I undergo these things: but I have no feeling of shame. For I
haveknowledgeofhim inwhomIhave faith, and I amcertain that he is able to keep that
which I have given into his care till that day. 13Keep the formof those truewordswhich
you had from me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. 14 That good thing which
was given to you keep safe, through theHoly Spirit which is in us. 15You have had news
that all those in Asiawent away fromme; amongwhomare Phygelus andHermogenes:
16May the Lord givemercy to the house of Onesiphorus because he frequently gaveme
help, and had no feeling of shame because I was in chains; 17Butwhen hewas in Rome,
he went in search of me everywhere, and came tome 18 (May he have the Lord's mercy
in that day); and of all he did for me at Ephesus you have full knowledge.

2
1 So then, my child, be strong in the grace which is in Christ Jesus. 2 And the things

which I have said to you before a number of witnesses, give to those of the faith, so that
they may be teachers of others. 3Be ready to do without the comforts of life, as one of
the army of Christ Jesus. 4A fightingman, when he is with the army, keeps himself free
from the business of this life so that he may be pleasing to himwho has taken him into
his army. 5And if a man takes part in a competition he does not get the crown if he has
not kept the rules. 6 It is right for the worker in the fields to be the first to take of the
fruit. 7Give thought towhat I say; for the Lordwill give youwisdom in all things. 8Keep
in mind Jesus Christ, of the seed of David, who came back from the dead, as my good
news giveswitness: 9 Inwhich I put upwith the hardest conditions, even prison chains,
like onewho has done a crime; but the word of God is not in chains. 10But I undergo all
things for the saints, so that they may have salvation in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.
11This is a true saying: If we undergo death with him, then will we be living with him:
12 Ifwegoon to theend, thenwewill be rulingwithhim: ifwesaywehavenoknowledge
of him, then he will say he has no knowledge of us: 13 If we are without faith, still he
keeps faith, forhewillneverbeuntrue tohimself. 14Put these thingsbefore them, giving
them orders in the name of the Lord to keep themselves from fighting about words,
which is of no profit, only causing error in their hearers. 15Let it be your care to get the



2 Timothy 2:16 1039 2 Timothy 4:2

approval of God, as a workman who has no cause for shame, giving the true word in
the right way. 16But take no part in wrong and foolish talk, for those who do so will go
farther into evil, 17And their words will be like poisoned wounds in the flesh: such are
Hymenaeus andPhiletus; 18Menwhose ideas are all false,who say that the comingback
from the dead has even now taken place, overturning the faith of some. 19 But God's
strong base is unchanging, having this sign, The Lord has knowledge of those who are
his: and, Let everyone by whom the name of the Lord is named be turned away from
evil. 20Now in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and silver, but others of
wood and earth, and some which are honoured and some without honour. 21 If a man
makes himself clean from these, hewill be a vessel for honour,made holy, ready for the
master's use, ready for every good work. 22But keep yourself from those desires of the
flesh which are strong when the body is young, and go after righteousness, faith, love,
peace, with those whose prayers go up to the Lord from a clean heart. 23And put away
foolish and uncontrolled questionings, seeing that they are a cause of trouble. 24 For it
is not right for the Lord's servant to make trouble, but he is to be gentle to all, ready in
teaching, putting up with wrong, 25Gently guiding those who go against the teaching;
if by chance God may give them a change of heart and true knowledge, 26And so they
may get themselves free from the net of the Evil One, being made the prisoners of the
Lord's servant, for the purpose of God.

3
1 But be certain of this, that in the last days times of trouble will come. 2 For men

will be lovers of self, lovers of money, uplifted in pride, given to bitter words, going
against the authority of their fathers, never giving praise, having no religion, 3Without
natural love, bitter haters, saying evil of others, violent and uncontrolled, hating all
good, 4False to their friends, acting without thought, lifted up in mind, loving pleasure
more than God; 5Having a form of religion, but turning their backs on the power of it:
go not with these. 6 For these are they who go secretly into houses, making prisoners
of foolish women, weighted down with sin, turned from the way by their evil desires,
7Ever learning, and never coming to the knowledge of what is true. 8And as James and
Jambres went against Moses, so do these go against what is true: men of evil minds,
who, tested by faith, are seen to be false. 9But they will go no farther: for their foolish
behaviour will be clear to all men, as theirs was in the end. 10 But you took as your
example my teaching, behaviour, purpose, and faith; my long waiting, my love, my
quiet undergoing of trouble; 11My punishments and pain; the things which came to
me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; the cruel attacks made onme: and the Lordmade
me free from them all. 12Yes, and all whose purpose is to be living in the knowledge of
God in Christ Jesus, will be cruelly attacked. 13 Evil and false men will become worse
and worse, using deceit and themselves overcome by deceit. 14 But see that you keep
to the teaching you have been given and the things of which you are certain, conscious
of who has been your teacher; 15 And that from the time when you were a child, you
have had knowledge of the holyWritings, which are able tomake youwise to salvation,
through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 Every holy Writing which comes from God is of profit
for teaching, for training, for guiding, for education in righteousness: 17So that theman
of Godmay be complete, trained andmade ready for every good work.

4
1 I give you orders, beforeGod andChrist Jesus, whowill be the judge of the living and

the dead, and by his revelation and his kingdom; 2Be preaching the word at all times,
in every place; make protests, say sharp words, give comfort, with long waiting and
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teaching; 3For the timewill comewhen theywill not take the true teaching; but, moved
by their desires, theywill get for themselves a great number of teachers for the pleasure
ofhearing them; 4Andshutting their ears towhat is true,will be turnedaway tobelief in
foolish stories. 5But be self-controlled in all things, dowithout comfort, go onpreaching
thegoodnews, completing theworkwhichhasbeengivenyou todo. 6For Iamevennow
being offered, andmy end is near. 7 I have made a good fight, I have come to the end of
my journey, I have kept the faith: 8 From now on, the crown of righteousness is made
ready for me, which the Lord, the upright judge, Will give to me at that day: and not
only tome, but to all those who have had love for his revelation. 9Do your best to come
to me before long: 10 For Demas has gone away from me, for love of this present life,
and has gone to Thessalonica: Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia. 11Only
Luke is with me. Get Mark and take him with you; for he is of use to me in the work.
12 Tychicus I sent to Ephesus. 13 The coat which I did not take from Troas and which is
with Carpus, get when you come, and the books, specially the papers. 14Alexander the
copper-worker did me much wrong: the Lord will give him the reward of his works:
15 But be on the watch for him, for he was violent in his attacks on our teaching. 16At
my first meeting withmy judges, no one tookmy part, but all went away fromme. May
it not be put to their account. 17But the Lord was by my side and gave me strength; so
that throughme the newsmight be given out in fullmeasure, and all the Gentilesmight
give ear: and Iwas takenout of themouth of the lion. 18TheLordwill keepme safe from
every evil work andwill giveme salvation in his kingdom in heaven: to whombe glory
for ever and ever. So be it. 19Givemy love to Prisca andAquila and those of the house of
Onesiphorus. 20 Erastus was stopping at Corinth; but Trophimus, when I last saw him
was atMiletus, ill. 21Doyourbest to comebefore thewinter. Eubulus sends youhis love,
and Pudens and Linus and Claudia, and all the brothers. 22The Lord bewith your spirit.
Grace be with you.
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Paul’s Letter to Titus
1 Paul, a servant of God, and an Apostle of Jesus Christ, in agreement with the faith

of the saints of God and the full knowledge of what is true in harmony with religion,
2 In the hope of eternal life, whichwasmade certain before eternal time, by theword of
Godwho is ever true; 3Who, inhis time,made clearhisword in the goodnews, ofwhich,
by the order of God our Saviour, I became a preacher; 4 To Titus, my true child in our
common faith: Grace and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Saviour. 5 I
did not take you with mewhen I went away from Crete, so that youmight do what was
necessary to put things in order there, placing men in authority over the churches in
every town, as I said to you; 6Men having a good record, husbands of one wife, whose
children are of the faith, children of whom it may not be said that they are given to
loose living or are uncontrolled. 7For it is necessary for a Bishop to be a man of virtue,
as God's servant; not pushing himself forward, not quickly moved to wrath or blows,
not desiring profit for himself; 8But opening his house freely to guests; a lover of what
is good, serious-minded, upright, holy, self-controlled; 9 Keeping to the true word of
the teaching, so that he may be able to give comfort by right teaching and overcome
the arguments of the doubters. 10 For there are men who are not ruled by law; foolish
talkers, false teachers, specially those of the circumcision, 11 By whom some families
have been completely overturned; who take money for teaching things which are not
right; these will have to be stopped. 12One of their prophets has said, The men of Crete
are ever false, evil beasts, lovers of food, hating work. 13 This witness is true. So say
sharp words to them so that they may come to the right faith, 14 Giving no attention
to the fictions of the Jews and the rules of men who have no true knowledge. 15 To
the clean in heart all things are clean: but to those who are unclean and without faith
nothing is clean; they become unclean in mind and in thought. 16 They say that they
have knowledge of God, while by their acts they are turning their backs on him; they
are hated by all, hard-hearted, and judged to be without value for any good work.

2
1But let yourwords be in agreement with true and right teaching: 2That oldmen are

tobe simple in their tastes, serious,wise, true in faith, in love, andof aquietmind. 3That
old women are to be self-respecting in behaviour, not saying evil of others, not given
to taking much wine, teachers of that which is good, 4 Training the younger women to
have love for their husbands and children, 5 To be wise in mind, clean in heart, kind;
working in their houses, living under the authority of their husbands; so that no evil
may be said of the word of God. 6To the youngmen give orders to be wise and serious-
minded: 7 In all things see that youare an example of goodworks; holy in your teaching,
serious in behaviour, 8 Saying true and right words, against which no protest may be
made, so that he who is not on our side may be put to shame, unable to say any evil of
us. 9Servants are to be under the authority of theirmasters, pleasing them in all things,
without argument; 10Not taking what is not theirs, but giving clear signs of their good
faith, in all things doing credit to the teaching of God our Saviour. 11 For the grace of
God has come, giving salvation to allmen, 12Training us so that, turning away from evil
and the desires of this world, we may be living wisely and uprightly in the knowledge
of God in this present life; 13Looking for the glad hope, the revelation of the glory of our
great God and Saviour Jesus Christ; 14Who gave himself for us, so that he might make
us free from all wrongdoing, and make for himself a people clean in heart and on fire
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with good works. 15On all these points give teaching and help, and make clear what is
right with all authority. Let all men give you honour.

3
1Make clear to them that they are to put themselves under rulers and authorities,

to do what they are ordered, to be ready for every good work, 2 To say no evil of any
man, not to be fighters, to give way to others, to be gentle in behaviour to all men. 3For
in the past we were foolish, hard in heart, turned from the true way, servants of evil
desires and pleasures, living in bad feeling and envy, hated and hating one another.
4But when the mercy of God our Saviour, and his love to man was seen, 5Not by works
of righteousness which we did ourselves, but in the measure of his mercy, he gave us
salvation, through the washing of the new birth and the giving of new life in the Holy
Spirit, 6Which he gave us freely through Jesus Christ our Saviour; 7So that, having been
given righteousness through grace, we might have a part in the heritage, the hope of
eternal life. 8This is a true saying; and it is my desire that youmay give certain witness
about these things, so that those who have had faith in God may give attention to good
works. These things are good and of profit tomen; 9But have nothing to dowith foolish
questionings, and lists of generations, and fights and arguments about the law; for they
are of no profit and foolish. 10Aman whose opinions are not those of the church, after
a first and second protest, is to be kept out of your society; 11 Clearly he is in error and
a sinner, being self-judged. 12When I send Artemas or Tychicus to you, do your best to
come to me at Nicopolis: for it is my purpose to be there for the winter. 13 Send Zenas,
the man of law, and Apollos on their journey with all care, so that they may be in need
of nothing. 14And let our people go onwith goodworks for necessary purposes, so that
theymay not bewithout fruit. 15All who arewithme send you their love. Give our love
to our friends in the faith. Grace be with you all.
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Paul’s Letter to Philemon
1 Paul, a prisoner of Jesus Christ, and Timothy our brother, to Philemon, our dear

helper in the faith, 2And to Apphia, our sister, and to Archippus, our brother in God's
army, and to the church in your house: 3Grace to you and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4 I give praise to God at all times and make prayer for you,
5Hearing of the love and the faithwhich you have to the Lord Jesus and to all the saints;
6 That the faith which you have in common with themmay be working with power, in
the knowledge of every good thing in you, for Christ. 7 For I had great joy and comfort
in your love, because the hearts of the saints have beenmade strong again through you,
brother. 8And so, though I might, in the name of Christ, give you orders to do what is
right, 9 Still, because of love, in place of an order, I make a request to you, I, Paul, an
oldman and now a prisoner of Christ Jesus: 10My request is formy child Onesimus, the
child of my chains, 11Who in the past was of no profit to you, but now is of profit to you
and to me: 12Whom I have sent back to you, him who is my very heart: 13 Though my
desirewas to keephimwithme, to bemy servant in the chains of the goodnews, in your
place: 14But without your approval I would do nothing; so that your good works might
not be forced, but done freely from your heart. 15 For it is possible that for this reason
he was parted from you for a time, so that youmight have him for ever; 16No longer as
a servant, butmore than a servant, a brother, very dear tome specially, butmuchmore
to you, in the flesh as well as in the Lord. 17 If then you take me to be your friend and
brother, take him in as myself. 18 If he has done you any wrong or is in debt to you for
anything, put it tomy account. 19 I, Paul, writing thismyself, say, I willmake payment to
you: and I do not say to you that you are in debt to me even for your life. 20 So brother,
let me have joy of you in the Lord: give new life to my heart in Christ. 21Being certain
that you will do my desire, I am writing to you, in the knowledge that you will do even
more than I say. 22And make a room ready for me; for I am hoping that through your
prayers I will be given to you. 23 Epaphras, my brother-prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends
you his love; 24 And so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke, my brother-workers.
25The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. So be it.
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The Letter to the Hebrews
1 In times past theword of God came to our fathers through the prophets, in different

parts and in differentways; 2But now, at the end of these days, it has come to us through
his Son, to whom he has given all things for a heritage, and through whom he made
the order of the generations; 3Who, being the outshining of his glory, the true image
of his substance, supporting all things by the word of his power, having given himself
as an offering making clean from sins, took his seat at the right hand of God in heaven;
4Having become by so much better than the angels, as the name which is his heritage
is more noble than theirs. 5To which of the angels did God say at any time, You are my
Son, this day I have given you being? or, I will be his Father, and he will be my Son?
6And again, when he is sending his only Son into the world, he says, Let all the angels
of God give himworship. 7And of the angels he says, Whomakes his angels winds, and
his servants flames of fire: 8But of the Son he says, Your seat of power, O God, is for ever
and ever; and the rod of your kingdom is a rod of righteousness. 9Youhave been a lover
of righteousness and a hater of evil; and so God, your God, has put the oil of joy on your
headmore than on the heads of thosewho arewith you. 10You, Lord, at the first did put
the earth on its base, and the heavens are the works of your hands: 11 They will come
to their end; but you are for ever; they will become old as a robe; 12They will be rolled
up like a cloth, even like a robe, and they will be changed: but you are the same and
your years will have no end. 13But of which of the angels has he said at any time, Take
your seat atmy right hand till I put all thosewho are against youunder your feet? 14Are
they not all helping spirits, who are sent out as servants to thosewhose heritagewill be
salvation?

2
1 For this reason there is the more need for us to give attention to the things which

have come to our ears, for fear that by chance we might be slipping away. 2Because if
thewordwhich came through theangelswasfixed, and in thepast every evil act against
God's orderswas given its full punishment; 3Whatwill comeonus, ifwe donot give our
minds to such a great salvation? a salvation of which our fathers first had knowledge
through thewords of the Lord, andwhichwasmade certain to us by those to whomhis
words came; 4And God was a witness with them, by signs and wonders, and by more
than natural powers, and by his distribution of the Holy Spirit at his pleasure. 5 For he
did not make the angels rulers over the world to come, of which I am writing. 6 But a
certain writer has given his witness, saying, What is man, that you keep him in mind?
what is the son of man, that you take him into account? 7 You made him a little lower
than the angels; you gave him a crown of glory and honour, and made him ruler over
all the works of your hands: 8You put all things under his feet. For in making man the
ruler over all things, God did not put anything outside his authority; though we do not
see everything under him now. 9But we see him who was made a little lower than the
angels, even Jesus, crowned with glory and honour, because he let himself be put to
death so that by the grace of God hemight undergo death for all men. 10Because it was
right for him, for whom and throughwhom all things have being, in guiding his sons to
glory, tomake the captainof their salvation complete throughpain. 11Forhewhomakes
holyand thosewhoaremadeholyareall of one family; and for this reason it isno shame
for him to give them the name of brothers, 12 Saying, I will give the knowledge of your
name tomybrothers, I willmake a song of praise to you before the church. 13And again
he says, I will put my faith in him. And again, See, I am here, and the children which
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God has given to me. 14And because the children are flesh and blood, he took a body
himself and became like them; so that by his death hemight put an end to himwho had
the power of death, that is to say, the Evil One; 15And let thosewho all their liveswere in
chains because of their fear of death, go free. 16For, truly, he does not take on the life of
angels, but that of the seed of Abraham. 17Because of this it was necessary for him to be
made like his brothers in every way, so that he might be a high priest full of mercy and
keeping faith in everything to do with God, making offerings for the sins of the people.
18For having been put to the test himself, he is able to give help to others when they are
tested.

3
1 For this reason, holy brothers, marked out to have a part in heaven, give thought

to Jesus the representative and high priest of our faith; 2Who kept faith with God who
gave him his place, even as Moses did in all his house. 3And it was right for this man
to havemore honour thanMoses, even as the builder of a house hasmore honour than
the house. 4 For every house has a builder; but the builder of all things is God. 5 And
Moses certainly kept faith as a servant, in all his house, and as a witness of those things
whichwere to be said later; 6But Christ as a son, over his house; whose house arewe, if
we keep our hearts fixed in the glad and certain hope till the end. 7And so, as the Holy
Spirit says, Today if you let his voice come to your ears, 8Be not hard of heart, as when
youmademe angry, on the day of testing in thewaste land, 9When your fathers putme
to the test, and sawmyworks for forty years. 10So that Iwas angrywith this generation,
and I said, Their hearts are in error at all times, and they have no knowledge of my
ways; 11And being angry Imade an oath, saying, Theymay not come intomy rest. 12My
brothers, take care that there is not by chance in any one of you an evil heart without
belief, turning away from the living God: 13But give comfort to one another every day
as long as it is still Today; so that no one among youmay be made hard by the deceit of
sin: 14 For if we keep the substance of the faith which we had at the start, even till the
end, we have a part with Christ; 15 As it is said, Today if you will let his voice come to
your ears, be not hard of heart, as when youmade him angry. 16Whomade him angry
when his voice came to them? was it not all those who came out of Egypt with Moses?
17Andwithwhomwas he angry for forty years? was it notwith thosewho did evil, who
came to their deaths in the waste land? 18And to whom did he make an oath that they
might not come into his rest? was it not to those who went against his orders? 19 So we
see that they were not able to go in because they had no belief.

4
1 Let us then, though we still have God's word that we may come into his rest, go in

fear that some of you may be unable to do so. 2And, truly, the good news came to us,
even as it did to them; but the hearing of theword did themno good, because theywere
not united in faith with the true hearers. 3 For those of us who have belief come into
his rest; even as he has said, As I said inmy oath when I was angry, Theymay not come
into my rest: though the works were done from the time of the making of the world.
4For in one place he has said of the seventh day, And God had rest from all his works on
the seventh day; 5And in the same place he says again, Theywill not come intomy rest.
6So that as it is clear that some have to go in, and that the first hearers of the good news
were not able to go in because theywent against God's orders, 7After a long time, again
naming a certain day, he says in David, Today (as he had said before), Today if you will
let his voice come to your ears, be not hard of heart, 8For if Joshua had given them rest,
he would not have said anything about another day. 9 So that there is still a Sabbath-
keeping for the people of God. 10For themanwho comes into his rest has had rest from
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hisworks, asGoddid fromhis. 11Because of this, let us have a strongdesire to come into
that rest, and let no one go after the example of those who went against God's orders.
12 For the word of God is living and full of power, and is sharper than any two-edged
sword, cutting through andmaking a division even of the soul and the spirit, the bones
and the muscles, and quick to see the thoughts and purposes of the heart. 13And there
is nothing made which is not completely clear to him; there is nothing covered, but all
things are open to the eyes of him with whom we have to do. 14Having then a great
high priest, who has made his way through the heavens, even Jesus the Son of God, let
us be strong in our faith. 15For we have not a high priest who is not able to be touched
by the feelings of our feeble flesh; but we have one who has been tested in all points as
we ourselves are tested, but without sin. 16 Then let us come near to the seat of grace
without fear, so that mercy may be given to us, and we may get grace for our help in
time of need.

5
1Every high priest who is taken from amongmen is given his position to take care of

the interests of men in those things which have to do with God, so that he may make
offerings for sins. 2He is able to have feeling for those who have no knowledge and for
those who are wandering from the true way, because he himself is feeble; 3And being
feeble, he has to make sin-offerings for himself as well as for the people. 4And no man
who is not given authority by God, as Aaron was, takes this honour for himself. 5 In the
same way Christ did not take for himself the glory of being made a high priest, but was
given it by him who said, You are my Son, this day I have given you being: 6As he says
in another place, You are a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek. 7Who in the
days of his flesh, having sent upprayers and requestswith strong crying andweeping to
him who was able to give him salvation from death, had his prayer answered because
of his fear ofGod. 8And thoughhewas a Son, through thepainwhichheunderwent, the
knowledge came tohimofwhat itwas tobeunderGod's orders; 9Andwhenhehadbeen
made complete, he became the giver of eternal salvation to all those who are under his
orders; 10 Being named by God a high priest of the order of Melchizedek. 11Of whom
we have much to say which it is hard to make clear, because you are slow of hearing.
12And though by this time it would be right for you to be teachers, you still have need of
someone to give you teaching about the first simple rules of God's revelation; you have
become like babies who have need of milk, and not of solid food. 13 For everyone who
takesmilk is without experience of the word of righteousness: he is a child. 14But solid
food is for men of full growth, even for those whose senses are trained by use to see
what is good andwhat is evil.

6
1 For this reason let us go on from the first things about Christ to full growth; not

buildingagain thatonwhich it isbased, that is, the turningof theheart fromdeadworks,
and faith in God, 2The teaching of baptisms, and of the putting on of hands, and of the
future life of thedead, andof the judging on the last day. 3Nowwewill do this, if God lets
us. 4As for thosewhoat one time saw the light, tasting the good things fromheaven, and
having theirpart in theHolySpirit, 5Withknowledgeof thegoodwordofGod, andof the
powers of the coming time, 6And then let themselves be turned away, it is not possible
for their hearts to be made new a second time; because they themselves put the Son of
God on the cross again, openly shaming him. 7For a land, drinking in the frequent rain
and producing good plants for those for whom it is worked, has a blessing from God:
8But if it sends up thorns and evil plants, it is of no use and is ready to be cursed; its only
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end is to be burned. 9 But, my loved ones, though we say this, we are certain that you
have better things in you, thingswhich gowith salvation; 10For God is true, andwill not
put away fromhim thememory of yourwork and of your love for his name, in the help
which you gave and still give to the saints. 11And it is our desire that you may all keep
the samehighpurpose incertainhope to theend: 12So that youmaynotbe slow inheart,
but may take as your example those to whom God has given their heritage, because of
their faith and their long waiting. 13For when Godmade his oath to Abraham, because
therewasno greater oath, hemade it byhimself, 14Saying, Be certain that Iwill give you
my blessing, and make your numbers very great. 15And so, when he had been waiting
calmly for a long time, God's word to him was put into effect. 16 For men at all times
make their oaths by what is greater; and any argument is ended by the decision of the
oath. 17 So that when it was God's desire to make it specially clear to those who by his
word were to have the heritage, that his purpose was fixed, he made it more certain
with an oath; 18 So that we, who have gone in flight from danger to the hope which has
been put before us, may have a strong comfort in two unchanging things, in which it is
not possible for God to be false; 19And this hope is like a strong band for our souls, fixed
and certain, and going in to thatwhich is inside the veil; 20Where Jesus has gone before
us, as a high priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek.

7
1 For this Melchizedek, the king of Salem, a priest of the Most High God, who gave

Abrahamhis blessing,meeting himwhenhe cameback after putting the kings to death,
2AndtowhomAbrahamgavea tenthpartof everythingwhichhehad, beingfirstnamed
King of righteousness, and then in addition, King of Salem, that is to say, King of peace;
3Beingwithout father ormother, or family, havingnobirthor end tohis life, beingmade
like the Son of God, is a priest for ever. 4Now see how great this manwas, to whom our
father Abraham gave a tenth part of what he had got in the fight. 5And it is true that by
the law, those of the sons of Levi who have the position of priests may take a tenth part
of the people's goods; that is to say, they take it from their brothers though these are
the sons of Abraham. 6 But this man, who was not of their family, took the tenth from
Abraham, and gave a blessing to him to whom God had given his undertaking. 7 But
there is no doubt that the less gets his blessing from the greater. 8Now at the present
time, men over whom death has power take the tenth; but then it was taken by one of
whom it is witnessed that he is living. 9 And we may say that in Abraham, even Levi,
who has a right to take the tenth part, gave it; 10 Because he was still in his father's
body when Melchizedek came to him. 11Now if it was possible for things to be made
complete through the priests of the house of Levi (for the lawwas given to the people in
connectionwith them), what needwas there for another priest whowas of the order of
Melchizedek and not of the order of Aaron? 12 Because if the priests are changed, it is
necessary tomake a change in the law. 13For he ofwhom these things are said comes of
another tribe, ofwhichnomanhas evermade offerings at the altar. 14Because it is clear
that our Lord comes out of Judah, andMoses said nothing about priests from that tribe.
15And this is even more clear if a second priest has come up who is like Melchizedek,
16That is to say, not made by a law based on the flesh, but by the power of a life without
end: 17 For it has been witnessed of him, You are a priest for ever after the order of
Melchizedek. 18 So the law which went before is put on one side, because it was feeble
and without profit. 19 (Because the law made nothing complete), and in its place there
is a better hope, through which we come near to God. 20And as this is not without the
taking of anoath 21 (For thoseweremadepriestswithout anoath, but this onewasmade
a priest with an oath by himwho says of him, The Lord gave his oath, which hewill not
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take back, that you are a priest for ever); 22 By so much is it a better agreement which
we have through Jesus. 23And it is true that there have been a great number of those
priests, because death does not let themgo on for ever; 24But this priest, because his life
goes on for ever, is unchanging. 25 So that he is fully able to be the saviour of all who
come to God through him, because he is ever living tomake prayer to God for them. 26 It
was right for us to have such a high priest, one who is holy and without evil, doing no
wrong, having no part with sinners, andmade higher than the heavens: 27Who has no
need to make offerings for sins every day, like those high priests, first for himself, and
then for the people; because he did this once and for ever when hemade an offering of
himself. 28The lawmakes high priests of menwho are feeble; but the word of the oath,
which wasmade after the law, gives that position to a Son, in whom all good is for ever
complete.

8
1Now of the things we are saying this is the chief point: We have such a high priest,

who has taken his place at the right hand of God's high seat of glory in heaven, 2 As a
servant of the holy things and of the true Tent, which was put up by God, not by man.
3Now every high priest is given authority to take to God the things which are given and
tomakeofferings; so that it isnecessary for thisman, like them, tohave something foran
offering. 4 If he had been on earth he would not have been a priest at all, because there
are other priests who make the offerings ordered by the law; 5 Being servants of that
which is a copy and an image of the things in heaven, as Moses, when he was about to
make the Tent, had special orders fromGod: for, See, he said, that youmake everything
like the designwhich you saw in themountain. 6But nowhis position as priest is higher.
because through him God has made a better agreement with man, based on the giving
of better things. 7 For if that first agreement had been as good as possible, there would
havebeennoplace for a second. 8For, protesting against them, he says, See, the days are
comingwhen Iwill make a new agreementwith the house of Israel, andwith the house
of Judah; 9Not like the agreement which I madewith their fathers when I took them by
the hand, to be their guide out of the land of Egypt; for they did not keep the agreement
withme, and Igave themup, says theLord. 10For this is theagreementwhich Iwillmake
with the people of Israel after those days: I will put my laws into their minds, writing
themin theirhearts: and Iwill be theirGod, and theywill bemypeople: 11And therewill
be no need for everyman to be teaching his brother, or his neighbour, saying, This is the
knowledge of the Lord: for they will all have knowledge of me, great and small. 12And
I will have mercy on their evil-doing, and I will not keep their sins in mind. 13When
he says, A new agreement, he has made the first agreement old. But anything which is
getting old and past use will not be seenmuch longer.

9
1Now thefirst agreement had its rules ofworship, and aholy order. 2For thefirst Tent

wasmade ready, having in it the vessels for the lights and the table and the ordering of
the bread; and this is named the holy place. 3And inside the second veil was the place
which is named the Holy of holies; 4Having a vessel of gold in it for burning perfumes,
and the ark of the agreement, which was covered with gold and which had in it a pot
made of gold for the manna, and Aaron's rod which put out buds, and the stones with
the writing of the agreement; 5 And over it were the winged ones of glory with their
wings covering the mercy-seat; about which it is not possible now to say anything in
detail. 6Now while these things were in existence, the priests went into the first Tent
at all times, for prayer and the making of offerings. 7But only the high priest went into
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the second, once a year, not without making an offering of blood for himself and for
the errors of the people: 8 The Holy Spirit witnessing by this that the way into the holy
place had not at that time beenmade open, while the first Tent was still in being; 9And
this is an image of the present time; when the offerings which are given are not able
tomake the heart of the worshipper completely clean, 10Because they are only rules of
the flesh, of meats and drinks and washings, which have their place till the time comes
when things will be put right. 11But now Christ has come as the high priest of the good
things of the future, through this greater and better Tent, not made with hands, that is
to say, not of this world, 12And has gone once and for ever into the holy place, having
got eternal salvation, not through the blood of goats and young oxen, but through his
blood. 13 For if the blood of goats and oxen, and the dust from the burning of a young
cow, being put on the unclean, make the flesh clean: 14Howmuch more will the blood
of Christ, who, being without sin, made an offering of himself to God through the Holy
Spirit, make your hearts clean fromdeadworks to be servants of the living God? 15And
for this cause it is through him that a new agreement has come into being, so that after
the errors under the first agreement had been taken away byhis death, theword of God
might have effect for those who were marked out for an eternal heritage. 16 Because
where there is a testament, there has to be the death of the man who made it. 17 For a
testament has effect after death; for what power has it while the man who made it is
living? 18 So that even the first agreement was not made without blood. 19 For when
Moses had given all the rules of the law to the people, he took the blood of goats and
young oxen, with water and red wool and hyssop, and put it on the book itself and on
all the people, 20 Saying, This blood is the sign of the agreement which God has made
with you. 21And the bloodwas put on the Tent and all the holy vessels in the sameway.
22And by the law almost all things are made clean with blood, and without blood there
is no forgiveness. 23 For this cause it was necessary to make the copies of the things in
heaven cleanwith these offerings; but the things themselves aremade cleanwithbetter
offerings than these. 24For Christ did not go into a holy place which had been made by
men'shandsas the copyof the trueone; buthewent intoheaven itself, andnowtakeshis
place before the face of God for us. 25Andhe did not have tomake an offering of himself
again and again, as the high priest goes into the holy place every yearwith bloodwhich
is not his; 26For then hewould have undergone a number of deaths from the time of the
making of the world: but now he has come to us at the end of the old order, to put away
sin by the offering of himself. 27 And because by God's law death comes to men once,
and after that they are judged; 28 So Christ, having at his first coming taken on himself
the sins of men, will be seen a second time, without sin, by those who are waiting for
him, for their salvation.

10
1For the law, being only a poor copy of the future good things, and not the true image

of those things, is never able to make the people who come to the altar every year with
the same offerings completely clean. 2 For if this had been possible, would there not
have been an end of those offerings, because the worshippers would have been made
completely clean and would have been no longer conscious of sins? 3But year by year
there is a memory of sins in those offerings. 4 Because it is not possible for the blood
of oxen and goats to take away sins. 5 So that when he comes into the world, he says,
You had no desire for offerings, but you made a body ready for me; 6 You had no joy
in burned offerings or in offerings for sin. 7 Then I said, See, I have come to do your
pleasure, O God (as it is said of me in the roll of the book). 8 After saying, You had
no desire for offerings, for burned offerings or offerings for sin (which are made by
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the law) and you had no pleasure in them, 9 Then he said, See, I have come to do your
pleasure. He took away the old order, so that he might put the new order in its place.
10By that pleasure we have been made holy, by the offering of the body of Jesus Christ
once and for ever. 11And every priest takes his place at the altar day by day, doingwhat
is necessary, and making again and again the same offerings which are never able to
take away sins. 12 But when Jesus had made one offering for sins for ever, he took his
place at the right hand of God; 13And has beenwaiting there from that time, till all who
are against himaremade a foot-rest for his feet. 14Because by one offering he hasmade
complete for ever thosewhoaremadeholy. 15And theHoly Spirit is awitness for us: for
after he had said, 16This is the agreementwhich Iwill makewith them after those days,
says the Lord; I will put my laws in their hearts, writing them in their minds; he said,
17And I will keep no more memory of their sins and of their evil-doings. 18Nowwhere
there is forgiveness of these, there is no more offering for sin. 19 So then, my brothers,
being able to go into the holy place without fear, because of the blood of Jesus, 20By the
new and living waywhich hemade open for us through the veil, that is to say, his flesh;
21 And having a great priest over the house of God, 22 Let us go in with true hearts, in
certain faith, having our heartsmade free from the sense of sin and our bodies washed
with clean water: 23 Let us keep the witness of our hope strong and unshaking, for he
is true who has given his word: 24And let us be moving one another at all times to love
and good works; 25Not giving up our meetings, as is the way of some, but keeping one
another strong in faith; and all the more because you see the day coming near. 26 For
if we do evil on purpose after we have had the knowledge of what is true, there is no
more offering for sins, 27But only a great fear of being judged, and of the fire of wrath
which will be the destruction of the haters of God. 28A man who has gone against the
law of Moses is put to death without pity on the word of two or three witnesses: 29But
will not the man by whom the Son of God has been crushed under foot, and the blood
of the agreement with which he was washed clean has been taken as an unholy thing,
and who has had no respect for the Spirit of grace, be judged bad enough for a very
muchworse punishment? 30Forwe have had experience of himwho says, Punishment
is mine, I will give reward. And again, The Lord will be judge of his people. 31Wemay
well go in fear of falling into the hands of the living God. 32But give thought to the days
after you had seen the light, when you went through a great war of troubles; 33 In part,
in being attacked by angry words and cruel acts, before the eyes of everyone, and in
part, in being united with those who were attacked in this way. 34 For you had pity on
those who were in prison, and had joy in the loss of your property, in the knowledge
that you still had a better property and onewhich youwould keep for ever. 35So do not
give up your hope which will be greatly rewarded. 36 For, having done what was right
in God's eyes, you have need of waiting before his word has effect for you. 37 In a very
little time he who is coming will come; he will not be slow. 38But the upright man will
be living by his faith; and if he goes back, my soul will have no pleasure in him. 39But
we are not of those who go back to destruction; but of those who have faith even to the
salvation of the soul.

11
1Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, and the sign that the things not seen

are true. 2 For by it our fathers had God's approval. 3 By faith it is clear to us that the
order of events was fixed by the word of God, so that what is seen has not been made
from things which only seem to be. 4 By faith Abel made a better offering to God than
Cain, and he hadwitness through it of his righteousness, God giving his approval of his
offering: and his voice still comes to us through it though he is dead. 5 By faith Enoch
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was taken up to heaven so that he did not see death; hewas seen no longer, for God took
himaway: for before hewas taken, witness had been given that hewaswell-pleasing to
God: 6And without faith it is not possible to be well-pleasing to him, for it is necessary
for anyonewho comes to God to have the belief that God is, and that he is a rewarder of
all thosewhomake a serious search for him. 7By faithNoah, beingmoved by the fear of
God,made ready an ark for the salvation of his family, becauseGodhad givenhimnews
of things which were not seen at the time; and through it the world was judged by him,
and he got for his heritage the righteousness which is by faith. 8By faith Abraham did
as God said when hewas ordered to go out into a place which was to be given to him as
a heritage, and went out without knowledge of where he was going. 9By faith he was a
wanderer in the landof theagreement, as ina strange land, living in tentswith Isaacand
Jacob,whohadapartwithhim in the sameheritage: 10Forhewas looking for the strong
town, whose builder andmaker is God. 11And by faith Sarah herself had power to give
birth, when shewas very old, because she had faith in himwho gave hisword; 12So that
from oneman, whowas near to death, came children in number as the stars in heaven,
or as the sandby the seaside,whichmaynot benumbered. 13All these came to their end
in faith, not having had the heritage; but having seen it with delight far away, they gave
witness that theywerewanderers and not of the earth. 14For thosewho say such things
make it clear that they are searching for a country for themselves. 15And truly if they
had kept in mind the country fromwhich they went out, they would have had chances
of turning back. 16But now their desire is for a better country, that is to say, for one in
heaven; and so it is no shame to God to be named their God; for he has made ready a
town for them. 17By faith Abrahammade an offering of Isaac, when hewas tested: and
he with whom the agreement had beenmade gave up as an offering the only son of his
body, 18Ofwhom it had been said, From Isaacwill your seed take their name: 19 Judging
that God was able to give life even to the dead; and because of this he did get him back
as if from death. 20By faith Isaac, blessing Jacob and Esau, gave news of things to come.
21By faith Jacob gave a blessing to the two sons of Joseph, when he was near to death;
and gave God worship, supported by his stick. 22 By faith Joseph, when his end was
near, said that the children of Israel would go out of Egypt; and gave orders about his
bones. 23 By faith Moses was kept secretly by his father and mother for three months
after his birth, because they saw that he was a fair child; and they had no fear of the
king's orders. 24By faithMoses, when he became aman, had no desire to be named the
son of Pharaoh's daughter; 25Feeling that it was better to undergo pain with the people
of God, than for a short time to have a taste of the pleasures of sin; 26 Judging a part in
the shame of Christ to be better than all thewealth of Egypt; for hewas looking forward
to his reward. 27 By faith he went out of Egypt, not being turned from his purpose by
fear of the wrath of the king; for he kept on his way, as seeing himwho is unseen. 28By
faith he kept the Passover, and put the sign of the blood on the houses, so that the angel
of destructionmight not put their oldest sons to death. 29By faith theywent through the
Red Sea as if it had been dry land, though the Egyptians were overcome by the water
when theymade an attempt to do the same. 30By faith the walls of Jericho came down,
after they had been circled for seven days. 31By faith Rahab, the loose woman, was not
put to death with those who had gone against God's orders, because she had taken into
her house in peace those sent to see the land. 32Whatmore am I to say? For therewould
not be time to give the stories of Gideon, Barak, Samson, and Jephthah, of David and
Samuel and the prophets: 33Who through faith overcamekingdoms, did righteousness,
got their reward, kept the mouths of lions shut, 34 Put out the power of fire, got safely
away from theedgeof the sword,weremade strongwhen theyhadbeen feeble, became
full of power inwar, andput toflight the armies of thenations. 35Womenhad their dead
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given back to them living; others let themselves be cruelly attacked, having no desire to
go free, so that theymight have a better life to come; 36And others were tested by being
laughed at or by blows, and even with chains and prisons: 37 They were stoned, they
were cut up with knives, they were tested, they were put to death with the sword, they
went about in sheepskins and in goatskins; being poor and in pain and cruelly attacked,
38Wandering inwaste places and inmountains and in holes in the rocks; for whom the
worldwasnotgoodenough. 39Andnotoneof thesegot thegood thingsof theagreement,
though they all had a good record through faith, 40 Because God had kept some better
thing for us, so that it was not possible for them to become complete without us.

12
1 For this reason, as we are circled by so great a cloud of witnesses, putting off every

weight, and the sin into which we come so readily, let us keep on running in the way
which is marked out for us, 2Having our eyes fixed on Jesus, the guide and end of our
faith, whowent through the pains of the cross, not caring for the shame, because of the
joy which was before him, and who has now taken his place at the right hand of God's
seat of power. 3Give thought to himwho has undergone so much of the hate of sinners
against himself, so that youmay not be tired and feeble of purpose. 4Till now you have
not given your blood in your fight against sin: 5And youhave not kept inmind theword
which says to you as to sons, My son, do not make little of the Lord's punishment, and
do not give up hope when you are judged by him; 6 For the Lord sends punishment on
his loved ones; everyone whom he takes as his son has experience of his rod. 7 It is for
your training that you undergo these things; God is acting to you as a father does to his
sons; forwhat son does not have punishment fromhis father? 8But if you have not that
punishment of which we all have our part, then you are not true sons, but children of
shame. 9And again, if the fathers of our flesh gave us punishment and had our respect,
how much more will we be under the authority of the Father of spirits, and have life?
10For they truly gave us punishment for a short time, as it seemed good to them; but he
does it for our profit, so that wemay become holy as he is. 11At the time all punishment
seems to be pain and not joy: but after, thosewho have been trained by it get from it the
peace-giving fruit of righteousness. 12 For this cause let the hands which are hanging
down be lifted up, and let the feeble knees be made strong, 13And make straight roads
for your feet, so that the feeble may not be turned out of the way, but may be made
strong. 14Let your desire be for peacewith allmen, and to bemade holy, withoutwhich
no man may see the Lord; 15 Looking with care to see that no man among you in his
behaviour comes short of the grace of God; for fear that some bitter root may come up
to be a trouble to you, and that someof youmaybemadeuncleanby it; 16And that there
may not be any evil liver, or any man without respect for God, like Esau, who let his
birthright go for a plate of food. 17 For you have knowledge that even long after, when
he was desiring the blessing for his heritage, he was turned away, though he made his
request frequently and with weeping; because the past might not be changed. 18 You
have not come to a mountain which may be touched, and is burning with fire, and to a
black cloud, and a dark smoke, and a violent wind, 19And to the sound of a horn, and
the voice of words, the hearers of which made request that not a word more might be
said to them: 20For the orderwhich said, If themountain is touched even by a beast, the
beast is to be stoned, seemed hard to them; 21And the vision was so overpowering that
even Moses said, I am shaking and full of fear. 22 But you have come to the mountain
of Zion, to the place of the living God, to the Jerusalem which is in heaven, and to an
army of angels which may not be numbered, 23To the great meeting and church of the
first of those who are named in heaven, and to God the judge of all, and to the spirits of
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goodmenmade complete, 24And to Jesus by whom the new agreement has beenmade
between God andman, and to the sign of the bloodwhich says better things than Abel's
blood. 25 See that you give ear to his voice which comes to you. For if those whose ears
were shut to the voice which came to them on earth did not go free from punishment,
what chance have we of going free if we give no attention to him whose voice comes
from heaven? 26Whose voice was the cause of the shaking of the earth; but now he has
made an oath, saying, There will be still one more shaking, not only of the earth, but of
heaven. 27And thewords, Still onemore,make it clear that therewill bea takingawayof
those things which are shaking, as of things which are made, so that there may be only
those things of which no shaking is possible. 28 If then, we have a kingdom which will
never bemoved, let us have grace, so that wemay give God suchworship as is pleasing
to himwith fear and respect: 29For our God is an all-burning fire.

13
1Go on loving your brothers in the faith. 2Take care to keep open house: because in

this way some have had angels as their guests, without being conscious of it. 3Keep in
mind those who are in chains, as if you were chained with them, and those who are in
trouble, as being yourselves in the body. 4 Let married life be honoured among all of
you and not made unclean; for men untrue in married life will be judged by God. 5Be
free from the love ofmoney and pleasedwith the thingswhich you have; for he himself
has said, I will be with you at all times. 6 So that we say with a good heart, The Lord is
my helper; I will have no fear: what is man able to do to me? 7Keep inmind those who
were over you, and who gave you the word of God; seeing the outcome of their way of
life, let your faith be like theirs. 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and for
ever. 9Do not be turned away by different strange teachings, because it is good for your
hearts to be made strong by grace, and not by meats, which were of no profit to those
who took somuch trouble over them. 10Wehave an altar fromwhich those priestswho
are servants in the Tent may not take food. 11 For the bodies of the beasts whose blood
is taken into the holy place by the high priest as an offering for sin are burned outside
the circle of the tents. 12For this reason Jesus was put to death outside the walls, so that
he might make the people holy by his blood. 13 Let us then go out to him outside the
circle of the tents, taking his shame on ourselves. 14 For here we have no fixed resting-
place, but our search is for the one which is to come. 15 Let us then make offerings of
praise to God at all times through him, that is to say, the fruit of lips givingwitness to his
name. 16 But go on doing good and giving to others, because God is well-pleased with
such offerings. 17Give ear to thosewho are rulers over you, and do as they say: for they
keepwatch over your souls, ready to give an account of them; let thembe able to do this
with joy and not with grief, because that would be of no profit to you. 18Make prayers
for us, forwe are certain that our hearts are free from the sense of sin, desiring the right
way of life in all things. 19 Imake this requestmore strongly, in the hope of coming back
to you more quickly. 20Now may the God of peace, who made that great keeper of his
flock, even our Lord Jesus, come back from the dead through the blood of the eternal
agreement, 21Make you full of every goodwork and ready to do all his desires, working
in us whatever is pleasing in his eyes through Jesus Christ; and may the glory be given
to him for ever and ever. So be it. 22But, brothers, take kindly the words which I have
said for your profit; for I have not sent you a long letter. 23 Our brother Timothy has
been let out of prison; and if he comes here in a short time, he and I will come to you
together. 24Give words of love fromme to those who are rulers over you, and to all the
saints. Those who are in Italy send you their love. 25May grace be with you all.
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The Letter from James
1 James, a servantofGodandof theLord JesusChrist, sendswordsof love to the twelve

tribes of the Jews living in all parts of the earth. 2 Let it be all joy to you, my brothers,
whenyouundergo tests of every sort; 3Because youhave the knowledge that the testing
of your faith gives you the power of going on in hope; 4But let this power have its full
effect, so that youmay bemade complete, needing nothing. 5But if anyman among you
is without wisdom, let him make his request to God, who gives freely to all without an
unkind word, and it will be given to him. 6Let himmake his request in faith, doubting
nothing; forhewhohasdoubt inhisheart is like thewavesof the sea,whichare troubled
by the driving of thewind. 7Let it not seem to such aman that hewill get anything from
the Lord; 8For there is a division in hismind, andhe is uncertain in all hisways. 9But let
the brother of low position be glad that he is lifted up; 10But the man of wealth, that he
ismade low; because like the flower of the grass hewill come to his end. 11Forwhen the
sun comes up with its burning heat, the grass gets dry and the grace of its form is gone
with the falling flower; so theman of wealth comes to nothing in his ways. 12There is a
blessing on the man who undergoes testing; because, if he has God's approval, he will
be given the crown of life, which the Lord has said he will give to those who have love
for him. 13 Let no man say when he is tested, I am tested by God; for it is not possible
for God to be tested by evil, and he himself puts noman to such a test: 14But everyman
is tested when he is turned out of the right way by the attraction of his desire. 15 Then
when its time comes, desire gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is of full growth, gives
birth to death. 16 Do not be turned from the right way, dear brothers. 17 Every good
and true thing is given to us from heaven, coming from the Father of lights, with whom
there is no change or any shade made by turning. 18Of his purpose he gave us being,
by his true word, so that we might be, in a sense, the first-fruits of all the things which
he hadmade. 19You have knowledge of this, dear brothers. But let every man be quick
in hearing, slow in words, slow to get angry; 20 For the righteousness of God does not
come about by the wrath of man. 21 For this reason, putting away all dirty behaviour
and the overweight of evil, take into your souls without pride the word which, being
planted there, is able to give you salvation. 22 But be doers of the word, and not only
hearers of it, blinding yourselves with false ideas. 23Because if any man is a hearer of
theword andnot a doer, he is like aman looking at his natural face in a glass; 24For after
looking at himself he goes away, and in a short time he has no memory of what he was
like. 25But he who goes on looking into the true lawwhichmakes him free, being not a
hearer without memory but a doer putting it into effect, this man will have a blessing
on his acts. 26 If a man seems to have religion and has no control over his tongue but
lets himself be tricked by what is false, this man's religion is of no value. 27The religion
which is holy and free from evil in the eyes of our God and Father is this: to take care
of children who have no fathers and of widows who are in trouble, and to keep oneself
untouched by the world.

2
1My brothers, if you have the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ of glory, do not take a

man's position into account. 2 For if a man comes into your Synagogue in fair clothing
andwith a gold ring, and a poorman comes inwith dirty clothing, 3And you do honour
to the man in fair clothing and say, Come here and take this good place; and you say
to the poor man, Take up your position there, or be seated at my feet; 4 Is there not a
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division in yourminds? have you not become judges with evil thoughts? 5Give ear, my
dear brothers; are not thosewho are poor in the things of thisworldmarked out byGod
to have faith as their wealth, and for their heritage the kingdom which he has said he
will give to those who have love for him? 6 But you have put the poor man to shame.
Are not the men of wealth rulers over you? do they not take you by force before their
judges? 7Do they not say evil of the holy namewhichwas given to you? 8But if you keep
the greatest law of all, as it is given in the holy Writings, Have love for your neighbour
as for yourself, you do well: 9But if you take a man's position into account, you do evil,
and are judged as evil-doers by the law. 10For anyone who keeps all the law, but makes
a slip in one point, is judged to have gone against it all. 11 For he who said, Do not be
untrue in married life, is the same who said, Put no man to death. Now if you are not
untrue inmarried life, but you put aman to death, the law is broken. 12Let your words
and your acts be those ofmenwho are to be judged by the lawwhichmakes free. 13For
themanwho has had nomercy will be judged without mercy, but mercy takes pride in
overcoming judging. 14What use is it, my brothers, for a man to say that he has faith, if
hedoesnothing? will sucha faith givehimsalvation? 15 If a brother or a sister iswithout
clothing and in need of the day's food, 16And one of you says to them, Go in peace, be
warm and full of food; but you do not give them the things of which their bodies have
need, what profit is there in this? 17 Even so faith without works is dead. 18But a man
may say, Youhave faith and I haveworks; letme see your faithwithout yourworks, and
I will make my faith clear to you by my works. 19 You have the belief that God is one,
and you do well: the evil spirits have the same belief, shaking with fear. 20Do you not
see, O foolish man, that faith without works is of no use? 21Was not the righteousness
of Abraham our father judged by his works, when hemade an offering of Isaac his son
on the altar? 22You see that his faith was helping his works and wasmade complete by
them; 23And the holyWritings were put into effect which said, And Abraham had faith
in God and it was put to his account as righteousness; and he was named the friend of
God. 24 You see that a man's righteousness is judged by his works and not by his faith
only. 25 And in the same way, was not the righteousness of Rahab, the loose woman,
judged by her works, when she took into her house those who were sent and let them
goout byanotherway? 26For as thebodywithout the spirit is dead even so faithwithout
works is dead.

3
1Donot all be teachers,my brothers, becausewe teacherswill be judgedmore hardly

than others. 2For we all go wrong in a number of things. If a man nevermakes a slip in
his talk, then he is a complete man and able to keep all his body in control. 3Now if we
put bits of iron into horses' mouths so that theymay be guided by us, we have complete
control of their bodies. 4And again ships, though they are so great and are moved by
violent winds, are turned by a very small guiding-blade, at the impulse of themanwho
is using it. 5 Even so the tongue is a small part of the body, but it takes credit for great
things. How much wood may be lighted by a very little fire! 6And the tongue is a fire;
it is the power of evil placed in our bodies, making all the body unclean, putting the
wheel of life on fire, and getting its fire from hell. 7For every sort of beast and bird and
every living thing on earth and in the sea has been controlled by man and is under his
authority; 8But the tonguemay not be controlled byman; it is an unresting evil, it is full
of the poison of death. 9With itwe give praise to our Lord andFather; andwith itweput
a curse onmenwho aremade in God's image. 10Out of the samemouth comes blessing
and cursing. My brothers, it is not right for these things to be so. 11Does the fountain
send from the same outlet sweet and bitter water? 12 Is a fig-tree able to give us olives,
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my brothers, or do we get figs from a vine, or sweet water from the salt sea? 13Who
haswisdomand good sense among you? let himmake hisworks clear by a life of gentle
wisdom. 14But if you have bitter envy in your heart and the desire to get the better of
others, have no pride in this, talking falsely against what is true. 15 This wisdom is not
from heaven, but is of the earth and the flesh and the Evil One. 16 For where envy is,
and the desire to get the better of others, there is no order, but every sort of evil-doing.
17 But the wisdom which is from heaven is first holy, then gentle, readily giving way
in argument, full of peace andmercy and goodworks, not doubting, not seeming other
than it is. 18And the fruit of righteousness is planted inpeace for thosewhomakepeace.

4
1What is the cause ofwars andfighting among you? is it not in your desireswhich are

at war in your bodies? 2You are burning with desire, and have not your desire, so you
putmen to death; you are full of envy, and you are not able to get your desire, so you are
fighting and making war; you have not your desire, because you do not make request
for it. 3 You make your request but you do not get it, because your request has been
wronglymade, desiring the thing only so that youmaymake use of it for your pleasure.
4O you who are false to God, do you not see that the friends of this world are not God's
friends? Every man desiring to be a friend of this world makes himself a hater of God.
5Or does it seem to you that it is for nothing that the holyWritings say, The spirit which
God put into our hearts has a strong desire for us? 6 But he gives more grace. So that
theWritings say, God is against the men of pride, but he gives grace to those whomake
themselves low before him. 7 For this cause be ruled by God; but make war on the Evil
One and he will be put to flight before you. 8 Come near to God and he will come near
to you. Make your hands clean, you evil-doers; put away deceit from your hearts, you
false in mind. 9Be troubled, with sorrow and weeping; let your laughing be turned to
sorrowand your joy to grief. 10Make yourselves low in the eyes of the Lord and youwill
be lifted upbyhim. 11Donot say evil against one another,mybrothers. Hewho says evil
against his brother or makes himself his brother's judge, says evil against the law and
is judging the law: and in judging the law you become, not a doer of the law but a judge.
12There is only one judge and law-giver, even hewho has the power of salvation and of
destruction; but who are you to be your neighbour's judge? 13How foolish it is to say,
Today or tomorrow we will go into this town, and be there for a year and do business
there and getwealth: 14When you are not certainwhatwill take place tomorrow. What
is your life? It is a mist, which is seen for a little time and then is gone. 15But the right
thing to saywould be, If it is the Lord's pleasure and if we are still living, wewill do this
and that. 16Butnowyougoonglorying in yourpride: andall such glorying is evil. 17The
manwho has knowledge of how to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin.

5
1 Come now, you men of wealth, give yourselves to weeping and crying because of

the bitter troubles which are coming to you. 2Your wealth is unclean and insects have
made holes in your clothing. 3Your gold and your silver arewasted and theirwastewill
be a witness against you, burning into your flesh. You have put by your store in the last
days. 4 See, the money which you falsely kept back from the workers cutting the grass
in your field, is crying out against you; and the cries of those who took in your grain
have come to the ears of the Lord of armies. 5You have been living delicately on earth
and have taken your pleasure; you have made your hearts fat for a day of destruction.
6You have given your decision against the upright man and have put him to death. He
puts up no fight against you. 7Go on waiting calmly, my brothers, till the coming of the
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Lord, like the farmer waiting for the good fruit of the earth till the early and late rains
have come. 8Be as calm in your waiting; let your hearts be strong: because the coming
of the Lord is near. 9 Say no hard things against one another, brothers, so that you will
not be judged; see, the judge iswaiting at the doors. 10Take as an example of pain nobly
undergone and of strength in trouble, the prophets who gave to men the words of the
Lord. 11We say that those men who have gone through pain are happy: you have the
story of Job and the troubles through which he went and have seen that the Lord was
full of pity and mercy in the end. 12But most of all, my brothers, do not take oaths, not
by the heaven, or by the earth, or by any other thing: but let your Yes be Yes, and your
No be No: so that you may not be judged. 13 Is anyone among you in trouble? let him
say prayers. Is anyone glad? let himmake a song of praise. 14 Is anyone among you ill?
let him send for the rulers of the church; and let them say prayers over him, putting oil
on him in the name of the Lord. 15And by the prayer of faith the man who is ill will be
made well, and he will be lifted up by the Lord, and for any sin which he has done he
will have forgiveness. 16 So then, make a statement of your sins to one another, and say
prayers for one another so that youmay bemadewell. The prayer of a goodman is full
of power in its working. 17Elijahwas aman of flesh and blood aswe are, and hemade a
strong prayer that there might be no rain; and there was no rain on the earth for three
years and six months. 18And he made another prayer, and the heaven sent down rain
and the earth gave her fruit. 19My brothers, if one of you has gone out of the way of the
true faith and another has made him see his error, 20Be certain that he through whom
a sinner has been turned from the error of his way, keeps a soul from death and is the
cause of forgiveness for sins without number.
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Peter’s First Letter
1 Peter, an Apostle of Jesus Christ, to the saints who are living in Pontus, Galatia,

Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2Who, through the purpose of God, have been made
holy by the Spirit, disciples of Jesus, made clean by his blood: May you have grace and
peace in full measure. 3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
through his greatmercy has given us a newbirth and a living hope by the coming again
of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 And a heritage fair, holy and for ever new, waiting in
heaven for you, 5Who, by the power of God are kept, through faith, for that salvation,
which will be seen at the last day. 6 You have cause for great joy in this, though it may
have been necessary for you to be troubled for a little time, being tested in all sorts
of ways, 7 So that the true metal of your faith, being of much greater value than gold
(which, though it comes to an end, is tested by fire), may come to light in praise and
glory and honour, at the revelation of Jesus Christ: 8Towhomyour love is given, though
you have not seen him; and the faithwhich you have in him, though you do not see him
now, gives you joy greater than words and full of glory: 9 For so you have the true end
of your faith, even the salvation of your souls. 10 For the prophets who gave the news
of the grace which would come to you, made search with all care for knowledge of this
salvation; 11Attempting to see what sort of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them
was pointing to, when it gave witness to the pains which Christ would undergo and
the glories which would come after them. 12And it was made clear to those prophets
that they were God's servants not for themselves but for you, to give you word of the
thingswhich have now come to your ears from the preachers of the good news through
the Holy Spirit sent down from heaven; things which even angels have a desire to see.
13 So make your minds ready, and keep on the watch, hoping with all your power for
the grace which is to come to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 14 Like children
ruled by God, do not go back to the old desires of the time when you were without
knowledge: 15 But be holy in every detail of your lives, as he, whose servants you are,
is holy; 16 Because it has been said in the Writings, You are to be holy, for I am holy.
17 And if you give the name of Father to him who, judging every man by his acts, has
no respect for a man's position, then go in fear while you are on this earth: 18 Being
conscious that you have been made free from that foolish way of life which was your
heritage from your fathers, not through a payment of things like silver or gold which
come to destruction, 19But through holy blood, like that of a clean and unmarked lamb,
even theblood of Christ: 20Whowasmarkedout byGodbefore themaking of theworld,
but was caused to be seen in these last times for you, 21Who through him have faith
in God who took him up again from the dead into glory; so that your faith and hope
might be in God. 22And as you havemade your souls clean, being ruled bywhat is true,
and loving one another without deceit, see that your love is warm and from the heart:
23Because you have had a new birth, not from the seed of man, but from eternal seed,
through the word of a living and unchanging God. 24For it is said, All flesh is like grass,
and all its glory like the flower of the grass. The grass becomes dry and the flower dead:
25But the word of the Lord is eternal. And this is the word of the good news which was
given to you.

2
1 So putting away all wrongdoing, and all tricks and deceits and envies and evil talk,

2Be full of desire for the truemilk of theword, asbabies at theirmothers' breasts, so that
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youmay go on to salvation; 3 If you have had a taste of the grace of the Lord: 4Towhom
you come, as to a living stone, not honoured by men, but of great and special value to
God; 5 You, as living stones, are being made into a house of the spirit, a holy order of
priests, making those offerings of the spirit which are pleasing to God through Jesus
Christ. 6Because it is said in theWritings, See, I am placing a keystone in Zion, of great
and special value; and the man who has faith in him will not be put to shame. 7 And
the value is for you who have faith; but it is said for those without faith, The very stone
which the builders put on one side, was made the chief stone of the building; 8 And,
A stone of falling, a rock of trouble; the word is the cause of their fall, because they
go against it, and this was the purpose of God. 9 But you are a special people, a holy
nation, priests and kings, a people given up completely to God, so that you may make
clear the virtues of him who took you out of the dark into the light of heaven. 10 In the
past youwere not a people, but nowyou are the people of God; then therewas nomercy
for you, but now mercy has been given to you. 11My loved ones, I make this request
with all my heart, that, as those for whom this world is a strange country, youwill keep
yourselves from the desires of the flesh which make war against the soul; 12 Being of
goodbehaviouramong theGentiles; so that though they saynowthat youareevil-doers,
they may see your good works and give glory to God when he comes to be their judge.
13Keep all the laws ofmen because of the Lord; those of the king, who is over all, 14And
those of the rulers who are sent by him for the punishment of evil-doers and for the
praise of those who do well. 15 Because it is God's pleasure that foolish and narrow-
minded men may be put to shame by your good behaviour: 16 As those who are free,
not using your free position as a cover forwrongdoing, but living as the servants ofGod;
17Have respect for all, loving the brothers, fearingGod, honouring the king. 18Servants,
take orders from yourmasterswith all respect; not only if they are good and gentle, but
even if they are bad-humoured. 19For it is a sign of grace if aman, desiring to do right in
the eyes of God, undergoes pain as punishment for something which he has not done.
20What credit is it if, when you have done evil, you take your punishment quietly? but
if you are given punishment for doing right, and take it quietly, this is pleasing to God.
21This is God's purpose for you: because Jesus himself underwent punishment for you,
giving you an example, so that you might go in his footsteps: 22Who did no evil, and
there was no deceit in his mouth: 23 To sharp words he gave no sharp answer; when
he was undergoing pain, no angry word came from his lips; but he put himself into the
hands of the judge of righteousness: 24He took our sins on himself, giving his body to be
nailed on the tree, so that we, being dead to sin, might have a new life in righteousness,
and by his woundswe have beenmadewell. 25Because, like sheep, you had gone out of
the way; but now you have come back to himwho keeps watch over your souls.

3
1Wives, be ruled by your husbands; so that even if some of them give no attention to

theword, their heartsmay be changed by the behaviour of theirwives, 2When they see
your holy behaviour in the fear of God. 3Donot let your ornaments be those of the body
such as dressing of the hair, or putting on of jewels of gold or fair clothing; 4But let them
be those of theunseenmanof theheart, the ever-shiningornament of a gentle andquiet
spirit, which is of great price in the eyes of God. 5And these were the ornaments of the
holy women of the past, whose hope was in God, being ruled by their husbands: 6 As
Sarah was ruled by Abraham, naming him lord; whose children you are if you do well,
and are not put in fear by any danger. 7And you husbands, give thought to your way
of life with your wives, giving honour to the woman who is the feebler vessel, but who
has an equal part in the heritage of the grace of life; so that you may not be kept from
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prayer. 8Last of all, see that you are all in agreement; feeling for one another, loving one
another like brothers, full of pity, without pride: 9Not giving back evil for evil, or curse
for curse, but in place of cursing, blessing; because this is the purpose of God for you
that you may have a heritage of blessing. 10 For it is said, Let the man who has a love
of life, desiring to see good days, keep his tongue from evil and his lips from words of
deceit: 11And let him be turned from evil and do good; searching for peace and going
after it with all his heart. 12For the eyes of the Lord are on the upright, and his ears are
open to their prayers: but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil. 13Whowill
do you any damage if you keep yourminds fixed onwhat is good? 14But you are happy
if you undergo pain because of righteousness; have no part in their fear and do not be
troubled; 15But give honour to Christ in your hearts as your Lord; and be ready at any
time when you are questioned about the hope which is in you, to give an answer in the
fear of the Lord and without pride; 16 Being conscious that you have done no wrong;
so that those who say evil things about your good way of life as Christians may be put
to shame. 17Because if it is God's purpose for you to undergo pain, it is better to do so
for well-doing than for evil-doing. 18 Because Christ once went through pain for sins,
the upright one taking the place of sinners, so that through himwemight come back to
God; being put to death in the flesh, but given life in the Spirit; 19By whom he went to
the spirits in prison, preaching to those 20Who, in the days of Noah, went against God's
orders; butGod inhismercykept back thepunishment,whileNoahgot ready the ark, in
which a small number, that is to say eight persons, got salvation through water: 21And
baptism, of which this is an image, now gives you salvation, not by washing clean the
flesh, butbymakingyou free fromthesenseof sinbeforeGod, through thecomingagain
of Jesus Christ from the dead; 22Who has gone into heaven, and is at the right hand of
God, angels and authorities and powers having been put under his rule.

4
1So that as Jesuswas put to death in the flesh, do you yourselves be of the samemind;

for thedeathof thefleshputs anend to sin; 2So that youmaygive the rest of your lives in
theflesh, not to the desires ofmen, but to the purpose ofGod. 3Because for long enough,
in times past, wehavebeen living after thewayof theGentiles, givenup to thedesires of
the flesh, to drinking and feasting and loose behaviour and uncleanworship of images;
4And they arewondering that you no longer gowith them in this violentwasting of life,
and are saying evil things of you: 5But theywill have to give an account of themselves to
himwho is ready tobe the judgeof the living and thedead. 6For thiswas the reasonwhy
the good news of Jesus was given even to the dead, so that theymight be judged asmen
in theflesh, butmight be livingbeforeGod in the spirit. 7But the endof all things is near:
so be serious in your behaviour and keep on thewatchwith prayer; 8Andmost of all be
warm in your love for one another; because in love there is forgiveness for sinswithout
number: 9Keep open house for all with a glad heart; 10Making distribution among one
another of whatever has been given to you, like true servants of the unmeasured grace
of God; 11 If anyone has anything to say, let it be as the words of God; if anyone has the
desire to be the servant of others, let him do it in the strength which is given by God; so
that in all things Godmay have the glory through Jesus Christ, whose are the glory and
the power for ever. 12Dear brothers, do not be surprised, as if it was something strange,
if your faith is tested as by fire: 13 But be glad that you are given a part in the pains of
Christ; so that at the revelation of his glory you may have great joy. 14 If men say evil
things of you because of the name of Christ, happy are you; for the Spirit of glory and of
God is resting on you. 15 Let no one among you undergo punishment as a taker of life,
or as a thief, or as an evil-doer, or as onewho is over-interested in othermen's business;
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16But if he undergoes punishment as a Christian, that is no shame to him; let him give
glory to God in this name. 17 For the time has come for the judging, starting with the
church of God; but if it makes a start with us, what will be the end of those who are not
under the rule of God? 18And if it is hard for even the good man to get salvation, what
chance has the man without religion or the sinner? 19 For this reason let those who by
the purpose of God undergo punishment, keep on inwell-doing and put their souls into
the safe hands of their Maker.

5
1 I who ammyself one of the rulers of the church, and awitness of the death of Christ,

having my part in the coming glory, send this serious request to the chief men among
you: 2 Keep watch over the flock of God which is in your care, using your authority,
not as forced to do so, but gladly; and not for unclean profit but with a ready mind;
3Not as lords over God's heritage, but making yourselves examples to the flock. 4And
at the coming of the chief Keeper of the sheep, you will be given the eternal crown of
glory. 5 And in the same way, let the younger men be ruled by the older ones. Let all
of you put away pride and make yourselves ready to be servants: for God is a hater
of pride, but he gives grace to those who make themselves low. 6 For this cause make
yourselves low under the strong hand of God, so that when the time comes youmay be
lifted up; 7 Putting all your troubles on him, for he takes care of you. 8 Be serious and
keep watch; the Evil One, who is against you, goes about like a lion with openmouth in
search of food; 9Do not give way to him but be strong in your faith, in the knowledge
that your brothers who are in the world undergo the same troubles. 10And after you
have undergone pain for a little time, the God of all grace who has given you a part in
his eternal glory through Christ Jesus, will himself give you strength and support, and
make you complete in every good thing; 11His is the power for ever. So be it. 12 I have
sent you this short letter by Silvanus, a true brother, inmy opinion; comforting you and
witnessing that this is the true grace of God; keep to it. 13 She who is in Babylon, who
has a partwith you in the purpose of God, sends you her love; and so doesmy sonMark.
14Give one another the kiss of love. Peace be to you all in Christ.
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Peter’s Second Letter
1SimonPeter, a servant andApostle of JesusChrist, to thosewhowithushaveapart in

the sameholy faith in the righteousnessof ourGodandSaviour JesusChrist: 2Maygrace
and peace ever be increasing in you, in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord;
3Because by his power he has given us everything necessary for life and righteousness,
through the knowledge of him who has been our guide by his glory and virtue; 4And
through this he has given us the hope of great rewards highly to be valued; so that by
them we might have our part in God's being, and be made free from the destruction
which is in theworld through thedesires of theflesh. 5So, for this very cause, take every
care; joining virtue to faith, and knowledge to virtue, 6And self-control to knowledge,
and a quiet mind to self-control, and fear of God to a quiet mind, 7 And love of the
brothers to fear of God, and to love of the brothers, love itself. 8 For if you have these
things in good measure, they will make you fertile and full of fruit in the knowledge of
ourLord JesusChrist. 9For themanwhohasnot these things isblind, seeingonlywhat is
near, having nomemory of howhewasmade clean fromhis old sins. 10For this reason,
my brothers, take all the more care to make your selection and approval certain; for
if you do these things you will never have a fall: 11 For so the way will be open to you
into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 12 For this reason I will
be ready at all times to keep your memory of these things awake, though you have the
knowledge of them now and are well based in your present faith. 13And it seems right
tome, as long as I am in this tent of flesh, to keep yourminds awake byworking on your
memory; 14For I am conscious that in a short time Iwill have to put off this tent of flesh,
as our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me. 15And I will take every care so that you
mayhave a clearmemory of these things aftermydeath. 16Forwhenwe gave younews
of the power and the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, our teaching was not based on
stories put together by art, but wewere eye-witnesses of his glory. 17For God the Father
gavehimhonourandglory,when suchavoice came tohimout of the great glory, saying,
This is my dearly loved Son, with whom I amwell pleased. 18And this voice came from
heaven even to our ears, when we were with him on the holy mountain. 19And so the
words of the prophets are made more certain; and it is well for you to give attention
to them as to a light shining in a dark place, till the dawn comes and the morning star
is seen in your hearts; 20Being conscious in the first place that no man by himself may
give a special sense to the words of the prophets. 21 For these words did not ever come
through the impulse of men: but the prophets had them from God, beingmoved by the
Holy Spirit.

2
1 But there were false prophets among the people, as there will be false teachers

among you, who will secretly put forward wrong teachings for your destruction, even
turning away from the Lord who gave himself for them; whose destruction will come
quickly, and they themselves will be the cause of it. 2And a great number will go with
them in their evilways, throughwhomthe truewaywill have abadname. 3And in their
desire for profit they will come to you with words of deceit, like traders doing business
in souls: whose punishment has been ready for a long time and their destruction is
watching for them. 4 For if God did not have pity for the angels who did evil, but sent
them down into hell, to be kept in chains of eternal night till they were judged; 5 And
did not have mercy on the world which then was, but only kept safe Noah, a preacher
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of righteousness, with seven others, when he let loose the waters over the world of the
evil-doers; 6And sent destruction on Sodom and Gomorrah, burning them up with fire
as an example to thosewhoseway of lifemight in the future be unpleasing to him; 7And
kept safe Lot, the upright man, who was deeply troubled by the unclean life of the evil-
doers 8 (Because the soul of that upright man living among them was pained from day
to day by seeing and hearing their crimes): 9 The Lord is able to keep the upright safe
in the time of testing, and to keep evil-doers under punishment till the day of judging;
10 But specially those who go after the unclean desires of the flesh, and make sport
of authority. Ready to take chances, uncontrolled, they have no fear of saying evil of
those in high places: 11 Though the angels, who are greater in strength and power, do
not make use of violent language against them before the Lord. 12 But these men, like
beasts without reason, whose natural use is to be taken and put to death, crying out
against things of which they have no knowledge, will undergo that same destruction
which they are designing for others; 13For the evil which overtakes them is the reward
of their evil-doing: such men take their pleasure in the delights of the flesh even in the
daytime; they are like themarks of a disease, like poisonedwounds amongyou, feasting
together with you in joy; 14Having eyes full of evil desire, never having enough of sin;
turning feeble souls out of the true way; they are children of cursing, whose hearts are
well used to bitter envy; 15 Turning out of the true way, they have gone wandering in
error, after the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who was pleased to take payment for
wrongdoing; 16But hiswrongdoingwas pointed out to him: an ass, talkingwith aman's
voice, put a stop to the error of the prophet. 17 These are fountains without water, and
mists before a driving storm; for whom the eternal night is kept in store. 18 For with
high-sounding false words, making use of the attraction of unclean desires of the flesh,
they get into their power those newly made free from those who are living in error;
19 Saying that they will be free, while they themselves are the servants of destruction;
because whatever gets the better of a man makes a servant of him. 20 For if, after
they have got free from the unclean things of the world through the knowledge of the
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again taken in the net and overcome, their last
condition is worse than their first. 21 For it would have been better for them to have
had no knowledge of the way of righteousness, than to go back again from the holy law
which was given to them, after having knowledge of it. 22 They are an example of that
true saying, Thedoghas goneback to the food it hadput out, and thepigwhichhadbeen
washed to its rolling in the dirty earth.

3
1My loved ones, this is now my second letter to you, and in this as in the first, I am

attempting to keep your trueminds awake; 2So that youmay keep inmind thewords of
the holy prophets in the past, and the law of the Lord and Saviour which was given to
you by his Apostles. 3Having first of all the knowledge that in the last days therewill be
men who, ruled by their evil desires, will make sport of holy things, 4 Saying, Where is
thehope of his coming? From thedeath of the fathers till noweverythinghas gone onas
itwas from themaking of theworld. 5But in taking this view they put out of theirminds
thememory that in the old days therewas a heaven, and an earth lifted out of thewater
and circled by water, by the word of God; 6And that the world which then was came to
an end through the overflowing of thewaters. 7But the present heaven and the present
earth have been kept for destruction by fire, which iswaiting for themon the day of the
judging and destruction of evil men. 8But, my loved ones, keep in mind this one thing,
that with the Lord one day is the same as a thousand years, and a thousand years are
nomore than one day. 9The Lord is not slow in keeping his word, as he seems to some,
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but he is waiting in mercy for you, not desiring the destruction of any, but that all may
be turned from their evil ways. 10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief; and in
that day the heavenswill be rolled upwith a great noise, and the substance of the earth
will be changed by violent heat, and the world and everything in it will be burned up.
11 Seeing then that all these things are coming to such an end, what sort of persons is
it right for you to be, in all holy behaviour and righteousness, 12 Looking for and truly
desiring the coming of the day of God, when the heavens will come to an end through
fire, and the substance of the earth will be changed by the great heat? 13 But having
faith in his word, we are looking for a new heaven and a new earth, which will be the
resting-place of righteousness. 14For this reason, my loved ones, as you are looking for
these things, take great care that when he comes you may be in peace before him, free
from sin and every evil thing. 15And be certain that the long waiting of the Lord is for
salvation; evenas ourbrother Paul has said inhis letters to you, from thewisdomwhich
was given to him; 16Andas he said in all his letters, whichhad to dowith these things; in
which are some hard sayings, so that, like the rest of the holyWritings, they are twisted
by those who are uncertain and without knowledge, to the destruction of their souls.
17 For this reason, my loved ones, having knowledge of these things before they take
place, take care that you are not turned away by the error of the uncontrolled, so falling
from your true faith. 18But be increased in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ. May he have glory now and for ever. So be it.
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John’s First Letter
1That whichwas from the first, which has come to our ears, andwhichwe have seen

with our eyes, looking on it and touching itwith our hands, about theWord of life 2 (And
the lifewasmade clear to us, andwehave seen it and arewitnessing to it and giving you
word of that eternal life which was with the Father and was seen by us); 3We give you
word of allwehave seen and everythingwhichhas come to our ears, so that youmaybe
united with us; and we are united with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ: 4And
we are writing these things to you so that our joy may be made complete. 5 This is the
wordwhich came to us fromhim andwhichwe give to you, that God is light and in him
there is nothing dark. 6 If we say we are joined to him, and are walking still in the dark,
our words are false and our acts are untrue: 7But if we are walking in the light, as he is
in the light, we are all united with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Sonmakes us
clean from all sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin, we are false to ourselves and there is
nothing true in us. 9 If we say openly that we have done wrong, he is upright and true
to his word, giving us forgiveness of sins andmaking us clean from all evil. 10 If we say
that we have no sin, wemake him false and his word is not in us.

2
1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may be without sin.

And if anyman is a sinner, we have a friend and helperwith the Father, Jesus Christ, the
upright one: 2He is the offering for our sins; and not for ours only, but for all theworld.
3Andby thiswemaybecertain thatwehaveknowledgeofhim, ifwekeephis laws. 4The
man who says, I have knowledge of him, and does not keep his laws, is false, and there
is nothing true in him: 5But in every man who keeps his word, the love of God is made
complete. By this we may be certain that we are in him: 6He who says that he is living
in him, will do as he did. 7My loved ones, I do not give you a new law, but an old law
which you had from the first; this old law is the wordwhich came to your ears. 8Again,
I give you a new law, which is true in him and in you; for the night is near its end and
the true light is even now shining out. 9Hewho says that he is in the light, and has hate
in his heart for his brother, is still in the dark. 10Hewhohas love for his brother is in the
light, and there isno causeof error inhim. 11Buthewhohashate forhis brother is in the
dark,walking in thedarkwithnoknowledgeofwherehe is going, unable to seebecause
of the dark. 12 I am writing to you, my children, because you have forgiveness of sins
through his name. 13 I am writing to you, fathers, because you have knowledge of him
who was from the first. I am writing to you, young men, because you have overcome
the Evil One. I have sent a letter to you, children, because you have knowledge of the
Father. 14 I have sent a letter to you, fathers, because you have knowledge of him who
was from the first. I have sent a letter to you, young men, because you are strong, and
theword of God is in you, and because you have overcome the Evil One. 15Have no love
for theworld or for the thingswhich are in theworld. If anymanhas love for theworld,
the love of the Father is not in him. 16Because everything in theworld, the desire of the
flesh, the desire of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father but of the world.
17And the world and its desires is coming to an end: but he who does God's pleasure is
living for ever. 18Little children, it is the last hour; and as youwere givenword that the
Antichrist would come, so now a number of Antichrists have come to you; and by this
we are certain that it is the last hour. 19They went out from us but they were not of us;
if they had been of us they would still be with us: but they went out from us so that it
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might be made clear that they were not of us. 20And you have the Spirit from the Holy
One and you all have knowledge. 21 I have not sent you this letter because you have no
knowledge of what is true, but because you have knowledge, and because that which
is false has nothing in commonwith that which is true. 22Who is false but he who says
that Jesus is not the Christ? He is the Antichrist who has no belief in the Father or the
Son. 23Hewhohas no belief in the Son has not the Father: hewhomakes clear his belief
in the Son has the Father. 24But as for you, keep in your hearts the things which were
made clear to you from the first. If you keep these things in your hearts youwill be kept
in the Father and the Son. 25And this is the hope which he gave you, even eternal life.
26 I amwriting these things to you about thosewhose purpose is that youmay be turned
out of the true way. 27As for you, the Spirit which he gave you is still in you, and you
have no need of any teacher; but as his Spirit gives you teaching about all things, and is
true and not false, so keep your hearts in him, through the teachingwhich he has given
you. 28Andnow,my children, keep your hearts in him; so that at his revelation, wemay
have no fear or shame before him at his coming. 29 If you have knowledge that he is
upright, it is clear to you that everyone who does righteousness is his offspring.

3
1 See what great love the Father has given us in naming us the children of God; and

such we are. For this reason the world does not see who we are, because it did not see
who he was. 2My loved ones, nowwe are children of God, and at present it is not clear
what we are to be. We are certain that at his revelation we will be like him; for we will
see him as he is. 3And everyone who has this hope in himmakes himself holy, even as
he is holy. 4 Everyone who is a sinner goes against the law, for sin is going against the
law. 5And you have knowledge that he came to take away sin: and in him there is no
sin. 6Anyone who is in him does no sin; anyone who is a sinner has not seen him and
has no knowledge of him. 7My little children, let no man take you out of the true way:
hewho does righteousness is upright, even as he is upright; 8The sinner is a child of the
Evil One; for the Evil One has been a sinner from the first. And the Son of Godwas seen
onearth so that hemight put an end to theworks of theEvil One. 9Anyonewho is a child
of God does no sin, because he still has God's seed in him; he is not able to be a sinner,
because God is his Father. 10 In this way it is clear who are the children of God andwho
are the children of the Evil One; anyone who does not do righteousness or who has no
love for his brother, is not a child of God. 11Because this is the wordwhichwas given to
you from the first, that we are to have love for one another; 12Not being of the Evil One
like Cain, who put his brother to death. And why did he put him to death? Because his
workswere evil andhis brother'sworkswere good. 13Donot be surprised,mybrothers,
if theworld has no love for you. 14Weare conscious thatwehave comeout of death into
life because of our love for the brothers. He who has no love is still in death. 15Anyone
who has hate for his brother is a taker of life, and you may be certain that no taker of
life has eternal life in him. 16 In this we see what love is, because he gave his life for us;
and it is right for us to give our lives for the brothers. 17 But if a man has this world's
goods, and sees that his brother is in need, and keeps his heart shut against his brother,
how is it possible for the love of God to be in him? 18My little children, do not let our
love be in word and in tongue, but let it be in act and in good faith. 19 In this way we
may be certain that we are true, and may give our heart comfort before him, 20When
our heart says thatwehave donewrong; becauseGod is greater than our heart, andhas
knowledge of all things. 21My loved ones, if our heart does not say that we have done
wrong,wehaveno fear before him; 22Andhe gives us all our requests, becausewekeep
his laws and do the things which are pleasing in his eyes. 23And this is his law, that we
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have faith in the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love for one another, even as he said
to us. 24Hewho keeps his laws is in God andGod is in him. And the Spirit which he gave
us is our witness that he is in us.

4
1My loved ones, do not put your faith in every spirit, but put them to the test, to see

if they are from God: because a great number of false prophets have gone out into the
world. 2 By this you may have knowledge of the Spirit of God: every spirit which says
that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God: 3And every spirit which does not say
this is not from God: this is the spirit of Antichrist, of which you have had word; and it
is in the world even now. 4 You are of God, my little children, and you have overcome
them because he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 5They are of the
world, so their talk is the world's talk, and the world gives ear to them. 6We are of God:
he who has the knowledge of God gives ear to us; he who is not of God does not give
ear to us. By this we may see which is the true spirit, and which is the spirit of error.
7My loved ones, let us have love for one another: because love is of God, and everyone
who has love is a child of God and has knowledge of God. 8He who has no love has no
knowledge ofGod, becauseGod is love. 9And the love ofGodwasmade clear to uswhen
he sent his only Son into the world so that we might have life through him. 10And this
is love, not that we had love for God, but that he had love for us, and sent his Son to be
an offering for our sins. 11My loved ones, if God had such love for us, it is right for us to
have love for one another. 12Nomanhas ever seenGod: ifwehave love for one another,
God is in us and his love is made complete in us: 13And his Spirit which he has given us
is the witness that we are in him and he is in us. 14And we have seen and give witness
that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of theworld. 15Everyonewho says openly
that Jesus is the Son of God, has God in him and is in God. 16Andwe have seen and had
faith in the lovewhich God has for us. God is love, and everyonewho has love is in God,
and God is in him. 17 In this way love ismade complete in us, so that wemay bewithout
fear on the day of judging, because as he is, so are we in this world. 18 There is no fear
in love: true love has no room for fear, because where fear is, there is pain; and hewho
is not free from fear is not complete in love. 19Wehave the power of loving, because he
first had love for us. 20 If a man says, I have love for God, and has hate for his brother,
his words are false: for how is the man who has no love for his brother whom he has
seen, able to have love for Godwhomhe has not seen? 21And this is thewordwhichwe
have from him, that he who has love for God is to have the same love for his brother.

5
1Everyone who has faith that Jesus is the Christ is a child of God: and everyone who

has love for the Father has love for his child. 2 In this way, we are certain that we have
love for the children of God, whenwe have love for God and keep his laws. 3For loving
God is keeping his laws: and his laws are not hard. 4Anything which comes from God
is able to overcome the world: and the power by which we have overcome the world
is our faith. 5Who is able to overcome the world but the man who has faith that Jesus
is the Son of God? 6 This is he who came by water and by blood, Jesus Christ; not by
water only but by water and by blood. 7And the Spirit is the witness, because the Spirit
is true. 8There are threewitnesses, the Spirit, thewater, and the blood: and all three are
in agreement. 9 If we take the witness of men to be true, the witness of God is greater:
because this is the witness which God has given about his Son. 10He who has faith in
the Son of God has the witness in himself: he who has not faith in Godmakes him false,
because he has not faith in the witness which God has given about his Son. 11And his
witness is this, that Godhas given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12Hewhohas
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the Son has the life; he who has not the Son of God has not the life. 13 I have put these
things in writing for you who have faith in the name of the Son of God, so that youmay
be certain that you have eternal life. 14Andwe are certain that if wemake any request
to him which is right in his eyes, he will give ear to us: 15And if we are certain that he
gives ear to all our requests, we are equally certain that we will get our requests. 16 If
a man sees his brother doing a sin which is not bad enough for death, let him make a
prayer to God, and God will give life to him whose sin was not bad enough for death.
There is a sinwhose punishment is death: I do not say that hemaymake such a request
then. 17All evil-doing is sin: but death is not the punishment for every sort of sin. 18We
are certain that one who is a child of God will do no sin, but the Son of God keeps him
so that he is not touched by the Evil One. 19We are certain that we are of God, but all
the world is in the power of the Evil One. 20And we are certain that the Son of God has
come, and has given us a clear vision, so that wemay see himwho is true, andwe are in
him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life. 21My little
children, keep yourselves from false gods.



2 John 1 1069 2 John 13

John’s Second Letter
1 I, a ruler in the church, send word to the noble sister who is of God's selection, and

to her children, for whom I have true love; and not only I, but all who have knowledge
of what is true; 2Because of this true knowledge which is in us, and will be with us for
ever: 3May grace, mercy, and peace be with us from God the Father, and from Jesus
Christ, the Son of the Father, in all true love. 4 It gave me great joy to see some of your
children walking in the true way, even as we were ordered to do by the Father. 5And
now, my sister, I make a request to you, not sending you a new law, but the law which
we had from the first, that we have love for one another. 6 And love is the keeping of
his laws. This is the law which was given to you from the first, so that you might keep
it. 7Because a number of false teachers have gone out into the world, who do not give
witness that Jesus Christ came in the flesh. Such a one is a false teacher and Antichrist.
8Keepwatch over yourselves, so that youdonotmakeourworkof no effect, butmay get
your full reward. 9Anyonewho goes on and does not keep to the teaching of Christ, has
not God: he who keeps to the teaching has the Father and the Son. 10 If anyone comes
to you not having this teaching, do not take him into your house or give him words of
love: 11For hewho gives himwords of love has a part in his evil works. 12Havingmuch
to say to you, it is notmy purpose to put it all downwith paper and ink: but I amhoping
to come to you, and to have talkwith you face to face, so that your joymay be full. 13The
children of your noble sister, who is of God's selection, send you their love.
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John’s Third Letter
1 I, a ruler in the church, send word to the well loved Gaius, for whom I have true

love. 2My loved one, it ismy prayer that youmay dowell in all things, and be healthy in
body, even as your soul does well. 3For it gave me great joy when some of the brothers
came and gave witness that you had the true faith and were walking in the true way.
4 I have no greater joy than to have news that my children are walking in the true way.
5My loved one, you are doing a good work in being kind to those brothers who come
from other places; 6Who have given witness to the church of your love for them: and
youwill dowell to send them on their waywell cared for, as is right for servants of God:
7For theywent out for love of theName, taking nothing from theGentiles. 8So it is right
for us to take in suchmen as guests, so that wemay take our part in thework of the true
faith. 9 I sent a letter to the church, but Diotrephes, whose desire is ever to have the first
place among them, will not have us there. 10 So if I come, I will keep in mind the things
he does, talking against us with evil words: and as if this was not enough, he does not
take the brothers into his house, and thosewhoare ready to take them in, he keeps from
doing so, putting them out of the church if they do. 11My loved one, do not be copying
what is evil, butwhat is good. Hewhodoes good is of God: hewhodoes evil has not seen
God. 12Demetrius has the approval of allmen and ofwhat is true: andwe give the same
witness, and you are certain that our witness is true. 13 I had much to say to you, but it
is not my purpose to put it all down with ink and pen: 14But I am hoping to see you in
a short time, and to have talk with you face to face. May you have peace. Your friends
here send you their love. Give my love to our friends by name.
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The Letter from Jude

1 Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and the brother of James, to those of God's selection
who have been made holy by God the Father and are kept safe for Jesus Christ: 2May
mercy and peace and love be increased in you. 3 My loved ones, while my thoughts
were full of a letter which I was going to send you about our common salvation, it was
necessary for me to send you one requesting you with all my heart to go on fighting
strongly for the faith which has been given to the saints once and for ever. 4For certain
men have come among you secretly, marked out before in the holy Writings for this
evil fate, men without the fear of God, turning his grace into an unclean thing, and
false to our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 5 Now it is my purpose to put you in
mind, thoughyouoncehadknowledge of all these things, of how theLord, having taken
a people safely out of Egypt, later sent destruction on those who had no faith; 6 And
the angels who did not keep to their kingdom but went out from the place which was
theirs, he has put in eternal chains and in dark night till the great day of the judging.
7 Even as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the towns near them, having like these, given
themselves up to unclean desires and gone after strange flesh, have been made an
example, undergoing the punishment of eternal fire. 8 In the sameway these dreamers
make the flesh unclean, having no respect for authorities, and say evil of rulers. 9Now
when Michael, one of the chief angels, was fighting against the Evil One for the body
of Moses, fearing to make use of violent words against him, he only said, May the Lord
be your judge. 10But these men say evil about such things as they have no knowledge
of; and the things of which they have natural knowledge, like beasts without reason,
are the cause of their destruction. 11 A curse on them! They have gone in the way
of Cain, running uncontrolled into the error of Balaam for reward, and have come
to destruction by saying evil against the Lord, like Korah. 12 These men are unseen
rocks at your love-feasts, when they take part in them with you, keepers of sheep who
without fear take the food of the sheep; clouds without water rushing before the wind,
wasted trees without fruit, twice dead, pulled up by the roots, 13 Violent waves of the
sea, streamingwith their shame, wandering stars for whom the darkest night is kept in
store for ever. 14 The prophet Enoch, who was the seventh after Adam, said of these
men, The Lord came with tens of thousands of his saints, 15 To be the judge of all,
and to give a decision against all those whose lives are unpleasing to him, because of
the evil acts which they have done, and because of all the hard things which sinners
without fear of God have said against him. 16 These are the men who make trouble,
ever desiring change, going after evil pleasures, using high-soundingwords, respecting
men's position in the hope of reward. 17 But you, my loved ones, keep in memory the
wordswhichwere said before by the Apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ, 18How they said
to you, In the last days there will be men who, guided by their evil desires, will make
sport of holy things. 19These are themenwhomake divisions, natural men, not having
theSpirit. 20Butyou,my lovedones, buildingyourselvesuponyourmostholy faith, and
making prayers in the Holy Spirit, 21Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for life
eternal through the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. 22And have pity on those who are
in doubt; 23And to some give salvation, pulling them out of the fire; and on some have
mercywith fear, hating even the clothingwhich ismade unclean by the flesh. 24Now to
himwho is able to keep you from falling, and to give you a place in his glory, free from
all evil, with great joy, 25 To the only God our Saviour, through Jesus Christ our Lord,
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let us give glory and honour and authority and power, before all time and now and for
ever. So be it.
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The Revelation to John
1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ which God gave him so that his servants might have

knowledge of the thingswhichwill quickly take place: and he sent andmade it clear by
his angel to his servant John; 2Who gavewitness of the word of God, and of the witness
of Jesus Christ, even of all the thingswhich he saw. 3A blessing be on the reader, and on
those who give ear to the prophet's words, and keep the things which he has put in the
book: for the time is near. 4 John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace to you
and peace, from him who is and was and is to come; and from the seven Spirits which
are before his high seat; 5And from Jesus Christ, the truewitness, the first to come back
from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who had love for us and
has made us clean from our sins by his blood; 6And has made us to be a kingdom and
priests to his God and Father; to him let glory and power be given for ever and ever. So
be it. 7 See, he comes with the clouds, and every eye will see him, and those by whom
he was wounded; and all the tribes of the earth will be sorrowing because of him. Yes,
so be it. 8 I am the First and the Last, says the Lord God who is and was and is to come,
the Ruler of all. 9 I, John, your brother, who have a part with you in the trouble and the
kingdom and the quiet strength of Jesus, was in the island which is named Patmos, for
the word of God and the witness of Jesus. 10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and
a great voice at my back, as of a horn, came to my ears, 11 Saying, What you see, put in
a book, and send it to the seven churches; to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamos
and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea. 12And turning to see
the voice which said these words to me, I saw seven gold vessels with lights burning in
them; 13And in the middle of them one like a son of man, clothed with a robe down to
his feet, and with a band of gold round his breasts. 14And his head and his hair were
white likewool, aswhite as snow; andhis eyeswere as aflameof fire; 15Andhis feet like
polished brass, as if it had been burned in a fire; and his voicewas as the sound of great
waters. 16And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth came a sharp
two-edged sword: and his face was like the sun shining in its strength. 17And when I
saw him, I went down on my face at his feet as one dead. And he put his right hand on
me, saying,Haveno fear; I am thefirst and the last and theLivingone; 18And Iwasdead,
and see, I am living for ever, and I have the keys of death and of Hell. 19 Put in writing,
then, the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the things which
will be after these; 20The secret of the seven stars which you saw inmy right hand, and
of the seven gold vesselswith burning lights. The seven stars are the angels of the seven
churches: and the seven lights are the seven churches.

2
1 To the angel of the church in Ephesus say: These things says he who has the seven

stars in his right hand, who is walking in the middle of the seven gold lights: 2 I have
knowledge of your doings, and of your hard work and long waiting, and that you will
notputupwithevilmen, andhaveput to the test thosewhosay theyareApostlesandare
not, and have seen that they are false; 3And you have the power of waiting, and have
undergone trouble because of my name, without weariness. 4 But I have this against
you, that you are turned away fromyour first love. 5So keep inmindwhere youwere at
first, and be changed in heart and do the first works; or I will come to you, andwill take
away your light from its place, if your hearts are not changed. 6 But at least you have
the credit of hating the works of the Nicolaitans, as I do. 7Hewho has ears, let him give
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ear towhat the Spirit says to the churches. To himwho overcomes Iwill give of the fruit
of the tree of life, which is in the Paradise of God. 8 And to the angel of the church in
Smyrna say: These things says the first and the last, whowas dead and is living: 9 I have
knowledge of your troubles and how poor you are (but you have true wealth), and the
evil words of those who say they are Jews, and are not, but are a Synagogue of Satan.
10 Have no fear of the things which you will have to undergo: see, the Evil One will
send some of you into prison, so that youmay be put to the test; and youwill have great
trouble for ten days. Be true till death, and I will give you the crown of life. 11He who
has ears, let him give ear to what the Spirit says to the churches. He who overcomes
will not come under the power of the second death. 12And to the angel of the church
in Pergamos say: These things says he who has the sharp two-edged sword: 13 I have
knowledge that your living-place is where Satan has his seat: and you are true to my
name, and were not turned away from your faith in me, even in the days of Antipas,
my true witness, who was put to death among you, where Satan has his place. 14But I
have some things against you, because you have with you those who keep the teaching
of Balaam, by whose suggestion Balak made the children of Israel go out of the right
way, taking foodwhichwas offered to false gods, and going after the desires of the flesh.
15And you have those who keep the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 16 See, then, that you
have a change of heart; or I will come to you quickly, and will make war against them
with the sword ofmymouth. 17Hewho has ears, let him give ear towhat the Spirit says
to the churches. To him who overcomes I will give of the secret manna, and I will give
him a white stone, and on the stone a new name, of which no one has knowledge but
he to whom it is given. 18And to the angel of the church in Thyatira say: These things
says the Son of God, whose eyes are like a flame of fire, and his feet like polished brass:
19 I have knowledge of your works, and your love and faith and help and strength in
trouble, and that your last works are more than the first. 20But I have this against you,
that you let the woman Jezebel say she is a prophet and give false teaching, makingmy
servants go after the desires of theflesh and take foodoffered to false gods. 21And I gave
her time for a change of heart, but she has nomind to give up her uncleanways. 22See,
I will put her into a bed, and those who make themselves unclean with her, into great
trouble, if they go onwith her works. 23And I will put her children to death; and all the
churches will see that I am he whomakes search into the secret thoughts and hearts of
men: and I will give to every one of you the reward of your works. 24But to you I say, to
the rest in Thyatira, even to those who have not this teaching, and have no knowledge
of the secrets of Satan, as they say; I put on you no other weight. 25But what you have,
keep safe till I come. 26Hewho overcomes, and keepsmyworks to the end, to him Iwill
give rule over the nations, 27Andhewill be ruling themwith a rod of iron; as the vessels
of the potter theywill be broken, even as I havepower frommyFather: 28And Iwill give
him the morning star. 29He who has ears, let him give ear to what the Spirit says to the
churches.

3
1And to the angel of the church in Sardis say: These things says hewho has the seven

Spirits of God and the seven stars: I have knowledge of yourworks, that you seem to be
living but are dead. 2Be on the watch, andmake strong the rest of the things which are
near to death; because as judged byme yourworks have not comeup to God'smeasure.
3Keep inmind, then, the teachingwhichwas given to you, and be ruled by it and have a
change of heart. If then youdonot keepwatch, Iwill come like a thief, and youwill have
noknowledgeof thehourwhen Iwill comeonyou. 4But youhave somenames in Sardis
whohavekept clean their robes; andasa reward theywill go inwhitewithme. 5Hewho
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overcomes will be dressed in white, and I will not take his name from the book of life,
and I will give witness to his name before my Father, and before his angels. 6He who
has ears, let himgive ear towhat the Spirit says to the churches. 7And to the angel of the
church in Philadelphia say: These things says hewho is holy, hewho is true, hewho has
the key of David, opening the door so that it may be shut by no one, and shutting it so
that it may be open to no one. 8 I have knowledge of your works (see, I have put before
you an open door which may be shut by no one), and that you have a little strength,
and have kept myword, and have been true to my name. 9 See, I will make those of the
Synagogue of Satanwho say they are Jews, and are not, but saywhat is false; Iwillmake
them come and give worship before your feet, and see my love for you. 10Because you
have kept my word in quiet strength, I will keep you from the hour of testing which is
coming on all the world, to put to the test those who are on earth. 11 I come quickly:
keep that which you have, so that no onemay take your crown. 12Himwho overcomes
I will make a pillar in the house of my God, and he will go out no more: and I will put
on him the name of my God, and the name of the town of my God, the new Jerusalem,
which comes down out of heaven frommyGod, andmy new name. 13Hewho has ears,
let him give ear towhat the Spirit says to the churches. 14And to the angel of the church
in Laodicea say: These things says the true and certain witness, the head of God's new
order: 15 I have knowledge of your works, that you are not cold or warm: it would be
better if you were cold or warm. 16 So because you are not one thing or the other, I will
have nomore to dowith you. 17For you say, I havewealth, and have got together goods
and land, andhaveneedof nothing; andyouarenot conscious of your sad andunhappy
condition, that you are poor and blind and without clothing. 18 If you are wise you will
get from me gold tested by fire, so that you may have true wealth; and white robes to
put on, so that your shamemay not be seen; and oil for your eyes, so that you may see.
19 To all those who are dear to me, I give sharp words and punishment: then with all
your heart have sorrow for your evil ways. 20 See, I am waiting at the door and giving
the sign; ifmy voice comes to anyman's ears and hemakes the door open, I will come in
to him, andwill take foodwith himandhewithme. 21To himwho overcomes Iwill give
a place withme onmy high seat, even as I overcame, and am seated withmy Father on
his high seat. 22Hewhohas ears, let him give ear towhat the Spirit says to the churches.

4
1After these things I saw a door open in heaven, and the first voice came to my ears,

like the sound of a horn, saying, Come up here, and I will make clear to you the things
which are to come. 2 Straight away I was in the Spirit: and I saw a high seat in heaven,
and onewas seated on it; 3And tomy eyes hewas like a jasper and a sardius stone: and
there was an arch of light round the high seat, like an emerald. 4And round about the
high seat were four and twenty seats: and on them I saw four and twenty rulers seated,
clothed in white robes; and on their heads crowns of gold. 5 And out of the high seat
came flames and voices and thunders. And seven lights of firewere burning before the
high seat, which are the seven Spirits of God; 6And before the high seat there was, as
it seemed, a clear sea of glass; and in the middle of the high seat, and round about it,
four beasts full of eyes round about. 7And the first beast was like a lion, and the second
like an ox, and the third had a face like aman, and the fourthwas like an eagle in flight.
8And the four beasts, having every one of them six wings, are full of eyes round about
and inside: andwithout resting day andnight, they say, Holy, holy, holy, LordGod, Ruler
of all, who was and is and is to come. 9And when the beasts give glory and honour to
him who is seated on the high seat, to him who is living for ever and ever, 10 The four
and twenty rulers go downon their faces before himwho is seated on the high seat, and
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giveworship to himwho is living for ever and ever, and take off their crowns before the
high seat, saying, 11 It is right, our Lord and our God, for you to have glory and honour
and power: because by you were all things made, and by your desire they came into
being.

5
1 And I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the high seat, a book with

writing inside it and on the back, shut with seven stamps of wax. 2And I saw a strong
angel saying in a loud voice,Who is able tomake the book open, and to undo its stamps?
3 And no one in heaven, or on the earth, or under the earth, was able to get the book
open, or to seewhatwas in it. 4And Iwas very sad, because therewas no one able to get
the book open or to see what was in it. 5And one of the rulers said tome, Do not be sad:
see, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome, and has power to
undo the book and its seven stamps. 6And I saw in themiddle of the high seat and of the
four beasts, and in the middle of the rulers, a Lamb in his place, which seemed as if it
had been put to death, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits
of God, sent out into all the earth. 7And he came and took it out of the right hand of him
whowas seated on the high seat. 8Andwhenhe had taken the book, the four beasts and
the four and twenty rulerswent downon their faces before the Lamb, having every one
an instrument of music, and gold vessels full of perfumes, which are the prayers of the
saints. 9And their voices are sounding inanewsong, saying, It is right for you to take the
book and to make it open: for you were put to death and have made an offering to God
of your blood formen of every tribe, and language, and people, and nation, 10And have
made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they are ruling on the earth. 11And
I saw, and there came to my ears the sound of a great number of angels round about
the high seat and the beasts and the rulers; and the number of themwas ten thousand
times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands; 12Saying with a great voice, It is right
to give to the Lambwhowas put to death, power and wealth and wisdom and strength
and honour and glory and blessing. 13And to my ears came the voice of everything in
heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and of all things which are in
them, saying, To himwho is seated on the high seat, and to the Lamb, may blessing and
honour and glory and power be given for ever and ever. 14And the four beasts said, So
be it. And the rulers went down on their faces and gave worship.

6
1And I sawwhen the Lamb undid one of the stamps, and the voice of one of the four

beasts came to my ears, saying as with a voice of thunder, Come and see. 2 And I saw
a white horse, and he who was seated on it had a bow; and there was given to him a
crown: and he went out with power to overcome. 3 And when the second stamp was
undone, the voice of the second beast came to my ears, saying, Come and see. 4 And
another horse came out, a red horse; and it was given to him who was seated on it to
take peace from the earth, so that people might put one another to death: and there
was given to him a great sword. 5And when the third stamp was undone, the voice of
the third beast came to my ears, saying, Come and see. And I saw a black horse; and he
who was seated on it had scales in his hand. 6 And a voice came to my ears, from the
middle of the four beasts, saying, Ameasure of grain for a penny, and threemeasures of
barley for a penny: and see that you do no damage to the oil and the wine. 7And when
the fourth stamp was undone, the voice of the fourth beast came to my ears, saying,
Come and see. 8And I saw a grey horse, and the name of himwhowas seated on it was
Death; and Hell came after him. And there was given to them authority over the fourth



Revelation 6:9 1077 Revelation 7:17

part of the earth, to put to destruction by the sword, and by taking away their food, and
by death, and by the beasts of the earth. 9And when the fifth stamp was undone, I saw
under the altar the souls of those who had been put to death for the word of God, and
for the witness which they kept. 10And they gave a great cry, saying, How long will it
be, O Ruler, holy and true, before you take your place as judge and give punishment for
our blood to those on the earth? 11And there was given to every one a white robe, and
they were ordered to take their rest for a little time, till the number was complete of
the other servants, their brothers, who would be put to death, even as they had been.
12And I sawwhen the sixth stampwas undone, and there was a great earth-shock; and
the sunbecameblack as haircloth, and all themoonbecameas blood; 13And the stars of
heaven were falling to the earth, like green fruit from a tree before the force of a great
wind. 14And the heavenwas taken away like the roll of a bookwhen it is rolled up; and
all the mountains and islands were moved out of their places. 15And the kings of the
earth, and the rulers, and the chief captains, and themen ofwealth, and the strong, and
every servant and free man, took cover in the holes and the rocks of the mountains;
16And they say to the mountains and to the rocks, Come down on us, covering us from
the face of him who is seated on the high seat, and from the wrath of the Lamb: 17 For
the great day of their wrath is come, and whomay keep his place?

7
1 After this I saw four angels in their places at the four points of the earth, keeping

back the fourwinds in their hands, so that theremight be nomoving of thewind on the
earth, or on the sea, or on any tree. 2And I saw another angel coming up from the east,
having the mark of the living God: and he said with a great voice to the four angels, to
whom it was given to do damage to the earth and the sea, 3Do no damage to the earth,
or the sea, or the trees, till we have put a mark on the servants of our God. 4And there
came tomy ears the number of those who had themark on their brows, a hundred and
forty-four thousand,whoweremarked out of every tribe of the people of Israel. 5Of the
tribe of Judah were marked twelve thousand: of the tribe of Reuben twelve thousand:
of the tribe of Gad twelve thousand: 6Of the tribe of Asher twelve thousand: of the tribe
of Naphtali twelve thousand: of the tribe ofManasseh twelve thousand: 7Of the tribe of
Simeon twelve thousand: of the tribe of Levi twelve thousand: of the tribe of Issachar
twelve thousand: 8Of the tribeofZebulun twelve thousand: of the tribeof Joseph twelve
thousand: of the tribe of Benjaminweremarked twelve thousand. 9After these things I
sawagreat armyof peoplemore thanmight benumbered, out of everynation andof all
tribes andpeoples and languages, taking theirplacesbefore thehigh seat andbefore the
Lamb, dressed in white robes, and with branches in their hands, 10 Saying with a loud
voice, Salvation to our God who is seated on the high seat, and to the Lamb. 11And all
the angelswere roundabout thehigh seat, andabout the rulers and the four beasts; and
they went down on their faces before the high seat, and gave worship to God, saying,
12 So be it. Let blessing and glory and wisdom and praise and honour and power and
strength be given to our God for ever and ever. So be it. 13And one of the rulers made
answer, saying to me, These who have on white robes, who are they, and where did
they come from? 14And I said to him, My lord, you have knowledge. And he said tome,
These are they who came through the great testing, and their robes have been washed
andmadewhite in the blood of the Lamb. 15This is why they are before the high seat of
God; and they are his servants day and night in his house: and he who is seated on the
high seat will be a tent over them. 16 They will never be in need of food or drink: and
they will never again be troubled by the burning heat of the sun: 17 For the Lamb who
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is on the high seat will be their keeper and their guide to fountains of living water: and
Godwill make glad their eyes for ever.

8
1And when the seventh stamp was undone there was quiet in heaven for about half

an hour. 2And I saw the seven angels who had their place before God; and seven horns
were given to them. 3And another angel came and took his place at the altar, having a
gold vessel for burning perfume; and there was given to himmuch perfume, so that he
might put itwith the prayers of all the saints on the gold altarwhichwas before the high
seat. 4And the smoke of the perfume,with the prayers of the saints, went up before God
out of the angel's hand. 5And the angel took the vessel; and hemade it full of the fire of
the altar, and sent it downon the earth: and there came thunders and voices andflames
and a shaking of the earth. 6And the seven angelswho had the seven hornsmade ready
for sounding them. 7And at the sounding of the first, a rain of ice and fire, mixed with
blood,was sent on the earth: and a third part of the earth, and of the trees, and all green
grass was burned up. 8 And at the sounding of the second angel, it was as if a great
mountain burning with fire was sent into the sea: and a third part of the sea became
blood, 9And destruction came on a third part of the living things whichwere in the sea,
and on a third part of the ships. 10And at the sounding of the third angel, there went
down from heaven a great star, burning like a flame, and it came on a third part of the
rivers, and on the fountains of water. 11And the name of the star is Wormwood: and a
third part of thewaters became bitter; and a number ofmen came to their end because
of the waters, for they were made bitter. 12And at the sounding of the fourth angel, a
third part of the sun, and of themoon, and of the starswasmade dark, so that therewas
no light for a third part of the day and of the night. 13And there came tomy ears the cry
of an eagle in flight in themiddle of heaven, sayingwith a great voice, Trouble, trouble,
trouble, to all on the earth, because of the other voices of the horns of the three angels,
whose sounding is still to come.

9
1And at the sounding of the fifth angel I saw a star falling from heaven to the earth:

and there was given to him the key of the great deep. 2 And he made the great deep
open and a smoke went up from it, like the smoke of a great oven; and the sun and the
airweremadedarkbecause of the smoke. 3And from the smoke locusts cameout on the
earth; and powerwas given them, like the power of scorpions. 4And theywere ordered
to do no damage to the grass of the earth, or any green thing, or any tree, but only to
such men as have not the mark of God on their brows. 5And orders were given them
not to put them to death, but to give them great pain for five months: and their pain
was as the pain from the wound of a scorpion. 6And in those days men will be hoping
for death, and it will not come to them; and they will have a great desire for death, and
death will go in flight from them. 7And the forms of the locusts were like horses made
ready for war; and on their heads they had crowns like gold, and their faces were as
the faces of men. 8And they had hair like the hair of women, and their teeth were as
the teeth of lions. 9 And they had breastplates like iron, and the sound of their wings
was as the sound of carriages, like an army of horses rushing to the fight. 10And they
have pointed tails like scorpions; and in their tails is their power to give men wounds
for five months. 11 They have over them as king the angel of the great deep: his name
in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in the Greek language Apollyon. 12The first Trouble is past:
see, there are still twoTroubles to come. 13Andat the sounding of the sixth angel a voice
came to my ears from the horns of the gold altar which is before God, 14 Saying to the
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sixth angel who had the horn, Make free the four angels who are chained at the great
river Euphrates. 15And the four angels were made free, who were ready for the hour
and day and month and year, that they might put to death a third part of men. 16And
the number of the armies of the horsemenwas twice ten thousand times ten thousand:
the number of them came tomy ears. 17And so I saw the horses in the vision, and those
who were seated on them, having breastplates of fire and glass and of burning stone:
and the heads of the horseswere as the heads of lions; and out of theirmouths camefire
and smoke and a smell of burning. 18By these evils a third part ofmenwas put to death,
by thefire, and the smoke, and the burning smellwhich cameout of theirmouths. 19For
the power of the horses is in their mouths and in their tails: because their tails are like
snakes, and have heads, andwith them they give wounds. 20And the rest of the people,
whowerenot put todeathby these evils,werenot turned from theworksof their hands,
but went on giving worship to evil spirits, and images of gold and silver and brass and
stone andwoodwhich have no power of seeing or hearing or walking: 21And they had
no regret for putting men to death, or for their use of secret arts, or for the evil desires
of the flesh, or for taking the property of others.

10
1And I saw another strong angel coming down out of heaven, clothed with a cloud;

and an arch of coloured light was round his head, and his face was like the sun, and his
feet like pillars of fire; 2And he had in his hand a little open book: and he put his right
foot on the sea, and his left on the earth; 3And he gave a loud cry, like the angry voice of
a lion: and at his cry the voices of the seven thunders were sounding. 4And when the
seven thunders had given out their voices, I was about to put their words down: and
a voice from heaven came to my ears, saying, Keep secret the things which the seven
thunders said, and do not put them in writing. 5And the angel which I saw taking his
position on the sea and on the earth, put uphis right hand to heaven, 6And took his oath
byhimwho is living for ever andever,whomade theheavenand the things in it, and the
earth and the things in it, and the sea and the things in it, that there would be no more
waiting: 7But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when the sound of his horn is
about to come, thenwill the secret of God be complete, of which he gave the good news
to his servants the prophets. 8And the voice came tome again fromheaven, saying, Go,
take the bookwhich is open in the hand of the angelwhohas his place on the sea and on
the earth. 9And Iwent to the angel, and said to him, Giveme the little book. And he said
to me: Put it in your mouth; and it will make your stomach bitter, but in your mouth it
will be sweet as honey. 10And I took the little book out of the angel's hand and did as he
said; and it was sweet as honey inmymouth: andwhen I had taken it, my stomachwas
made bitter. 11And they said to me, You are to give word again of what is coming in the
future to the peoples and nations and languages and kings.

11
1 And there was given to me a measuring rod: and one said, Go up and take the

measure of the house of God, and the altar, and the worshippers in it. 2But do not take
the measure of the space outside the house; because it has been given to the nations:
and the holy townwill be under their feet for forty-twomonths. 3And Iwill give orders
to my two witnesses, and they will be prophets for a thousand, two hundred and sixty
days, clothed with haircloth. 4 These are the two olive-trees and the two lights, which
are before the Lord of the earth. 5And if any man would do them damage, fire comes
out of their mouth and puts an end to those who are working against them: and if any
manhas adesire to do themdamage, in thiswaywill hebeput to death. 6Thesehave the
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power to keep the heaven shut, so that there may be no rain in the days when they are
prophets: and they have power over the waters to make them into blood, and to send
every sort of disease on the earth as their pleasure is. 7 And when they have come to
the end of their witness, the beast which comes up out of the great deep will make war
on them and overcome them and put them to death. 8And their dead bodies will be in
the open street of the great town, which in the spirit is named Sodom and Egypt, where
their Lordwasput to death on the cross. 9And thepeoples and tribes and languages and
nations will be looking on their dead bodies three days and a half, and will not let their
dead bodies be put in the earth. 10And those who are on the earth will have pleasure
and delight over them; and they will send offerings one to another because these two
prophets gave great trouble to all on the earth. 11 And after three days and a half the
breathof life fromGodwent into them, and theygotupon their feet; andgreat fear came
on those who saw them. 12And a great voice from heaven came to their ears, saying to
them, Come up here. And they went up into heaven in the cloud, and were seen by
those desiring their death. 13And in that hour therewas a great earth-shock and a tenth
part of the town came to destruction; and in the earth-shock seven thousand persons
came to their end: and the rest were in fear, and gave glory to the God of heaven. 14The
second Trouble is past: see, the third Trouble comes quickly. 15And at the sounding of
the seventh angel there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdom of the world
has become the kingdom of our Lord, and of his Christ, and he will have rule for ever
and ever. 16And the four and twenty rulers, who are seated before God on their high
seats, went down on their faces and gave worship to God, saying, 17We give you praise,
O Lord God, Ruler of all, who is and who was; because you have taken up your great
power and are ruling your kingdom. 18And the nationswere angry, and yourwrath has
come, and the time for the dead to be judged, and the time of reward for your servants,
the prophets, and for the saints, and for those in whom is the fear of your name, small
and great, and the time of destruction for thosewhomade the earth unclean. 19And the
house of Godwhich is in heavenwas open; and the ark of his agreementwas seen in his
house, and there were flames and voices and thunders and an earth-shock and a rain
of ice.

12
1 And a great sign was seen in heaven: a A woman clothed with the sun, and with

the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. 2And she was with
child; and she gave a cry, in the pains of childbirth. 3And therewas seen another sign in
heaven; a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads seven
crowns. 4And his tail was pulling a third part of the stars of heaven down to the earth,
and the dragon took his place before the woman who was about to give birth, so that
when the birth had taken place he might put an end to her child. 5And she gave birth
to a son, a male child, who was to have rule over all the nations with a rod of iron: and
her childwas taken up toGod and to his high seat. 6And thewomanwent in flight to the
waste land, where she has a place made ready by God, so that there they may give her
food a thousand, two hundred and sixty days. 7And there was war in heaven: Michael
and his angels going out to the fight with the dragon; and the dragon and his angels
madewar, 8And theywere overcome, and therewas nomore place for them in heaven.
9And the great dragon was forced down, the old snake, who is named the Evil One and
Satan, by whom all the earth is turned from the right way; he was forced down to the
earth, andhis angelswere forceddownwithhim. 10Andagreat voice inheavencame to
my ears, saying, Now is come the salvation, and the power, and the kingdomof our God,
and the authority of his Christ: because he who says evil against our brothers before
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our God day and night is forced down. 11 And they overcame him through the blood
of the Lamb and the word of their witness; and loving not their lives they freely gave
themselves up to death. 12Be glad then, O heavens, and youwho are in them. But there
is trouble for the earth and the sea: because the Evil One has come down to you, being
very angry, having the knowledge that he has but a short time. 13Andwhen the dragon
saw that he was forced down to the earth, he made cruel attacks on the woman who
gave birth to themale child. 14And therewere given to thewoman twowings of a great
eagle, so that she might go in flight into the waste land, to her place, where she is given
food for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face of the snake. 15And the snake
sent out of hismouth after thewoman a river of water, so that shemight be taken away
by the stream. 16And the earth gave help to the woman, and with open mouth took up
the river which the dragon sent out of hismouth. 17And the dragonwas angrywith the
womanandwent away tomakewar on the rest of her seed,who keep the orders of God,
and the witness of Jesus:

13
1And he took his place on the sand of the sea. And I saw a beast coming up out of the

sea, having ten horns and seven heads, and on his horns ten crowns, and on his heads
unholy names. 2And the beast which I saw was like a leopard, and his feet were as the
feet of a bear, and hismouth as themouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his power
and his seat and great authority. 3And I saw one of his heads as if it had been given a
death-wound; and his death-woundwasmadewell: and all the earthwaswondering at
thebeast. 4And they gaveworship to thedragon, becausehe gaveauthority to thebeast;
andworshipping the beast, they said,Who is like the beast? andwho is able to go towar
with him? 5And therewas given to him amouth to saywords of pride against God; and
there was given to him authority to go on for forty-two months. 6And his mouth was
open to say evil against God, and against his name and his Tent, even against thosewho
are in heaven. 7 And it was given to him to make war on the saints and to overcome
them: and there was given to him authority over every tribe and people and language
andnation. 8Andallwho are on the earthwill give himworship, everyonewhose name
has not been from the first in the book of life of the Lambwhowas put to death. 9 If any
manhas ears, let him give ear. 10 If anyman sends others into prison, into prison hewill
go: if anymanputs to deathwith the sword,with the swordwill he beput to death. Here
is the quiet strength and the faith of the saints. 11And I sawanother beast comingupout
of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and his voice was like that of a dragon.
12And hemakes use of all the authority of the first beast before his eyes. And hemakes
the earthand thosewhoare in it giveworship to thefirst beast,whosedeath-woundwas
madewell. 13Andhe does great signs, evenmaking fire comedown fromheaven on the
earthbefore the eyes ofmen. 14And thosewhoare on the earth are turned from the true
way by him through the signs which he was given power to do before the beast; giving
orders to those who are on the earth to make an image to the beast, who was wounded
by the sword, and came to life. 15And he had power to give breath to the image of the
beast, so that wordsmight come from the image of the beast, and that hemight have all
those who did not give worship to the image of the beast put to death. 16And he gives
to all, small and great, the poor and those who have wealth, the free and those who are
not free, a mark on their right hand or on their brows; 17 So that no manmight be able
to do trade but he who has the mark, even the name of the beast or the number of his
name. 18Here is wisdom. He who has knowledge let him get the number of the beast;
because it is the number of a man: and his number is Six hundred and sixty-six.
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14
1 And I saw the Lamb on the mountain of Zion, and with him a hundred and forty-

four thousand, marked on their browswith his name and the name of his Father. 2And
a voice from heaven came to my ears, like the sound of great waters, and the sound of
loud thunder: and the voice which came to me was like the sound of players, playing
on instruments ofmusic. 3And theymade as it seemed a new song before the high seat,
and before the four beasts and the rulers: and no man might have knowledge of the
song but the hundred and forty-four thousand, even those from the earth whom God
hasmade his for a price. 4These are they who have not made themselves unclean with
women; for they are virgins. These are they who go after the Lamb wherever he goes.
These were taken from among men to be the first fruits to God and to the Lamb. 5And
in their mouth there was no false word, for they are untouched by evil. 6 And I saw
another angel in flight between heaven and earth, having eternal good news to give to
those who are on the earth, and to every nation and tribe and language and people,
7Sayingwith a loud voice, Have fear of God and give him glory; because the hour of his
judging is come; and give worship to himwhomade heaven and earth and the sea and
the fountains ofwater. 8And a second angel came after, saying, Destruction has come to
Babylon the great, which gave to all the nations the wine of the wrath of her evil ways.
9And a third angel came after them, sayingwith a loud voice, If anyman gives worship
to the beast and his image, and has his mark on his brow or on his hand, 10To himwill
be given of thewine of God's wrathwhich is ready unmixed in the cup of his wrath and
he will have cruel pain, burning with fire before the holy angels and before the Lamb:
11And the smoke of their pain goes up for ever and ever; and they have no rest day and
night, who give worship to the beast and his image, and have on them the mark of his
name. 12Here is the quiet strength of the saints, who keep the orders of God, and the
faith of Jesus. 13And a voice fromheaven came tomy ears, saying, Put inwriting, There
is a blessing on the dead who from now on come to their end in the Lord: yes, says the
Spirit, that theymay have rest from their troubles; for their works gowith them. 14And
I saw a white cloud, and on the cloud I saw one seated, like a son of man, having on his
head a crown of gold, and in his hand a sharp curved blade. 15And another angel came
out from the house of God, cryingwith a loud voice to himwhowas seated on the cloud,
Put in yourblade, and let the grainbe cut: because thehour for cutting it is come; for the
grain of the earth is over-ready. 16And hewhowas seated on the cloud sent in his blade
on the earth; and the grain of the earth was cut. 17And another angel came out from
the house of Godwhich is in heaven, having a sharp curved blade. 18And another angel
cameout from the altar,whohaspower overfire; andhe gave a loud cry tohimwhohad
the sharp curved blade, saying, Put in your sharp blade, and let the grapes of the vine of
the earth be cut; for her grapes are fully ready. 19And the angel sent his blade into the
earth, and the vine of the earth was cut, and he put it into the great wine-crusher of the
wrath of God. 20And the grapes were crushed under foot outside the town, and blood
came out from them, even to the head-bands of the horses, two hundredmiles.

15
1And I saw another sign in heaven, great and strange; seven angels having the seven

last punishments, for in them the wrath of God is complete. 2 And I saw a sea which
seemed like glass mixed with fire; and those who had overcome the beast and his
image and the number of his name, were in their places by the sea of glass, with God's
instruments of music in their hands. 3And they give the song of Moses, the servant of
God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and full of wonder are yourworks, O Lord
God, Ruler of all; true and full of righteousness are your ways, eternal King. 4What
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man is there who will not have fear before you, O Lord, and give glory to your name?
because youonly areholy; for all thenationswill comeandgiveworshipbefore you; for
your righteousness has been made clear. 5And after these things I saw, and the house
of the Tent of witness in heaven was open: 6And the seven angels who had the seven
punishments came out from the house of God, clothedwith linen, clean and bright and
with bands of gold about their breasts. 7And one of the four beasts gave to the seven
angels seven gold vessels full of the wrath of God, who is living for ever and ever. 8And
the house of God was full of smoke from the glory of God, and from his power, and no
onewas able to go into the house of God, till the seven punishments of the seven angels
were ended.

16
1Anda great voice out of thehouse ofGod came tomyears, saying to the sevenangels,

Go, and let that which is in the seven vessels of the wrath of God come down on the
earth. 2And the first went, and let what was in his vessel come down on the earth; and
it became an evil poisoningwound on themenwho had themark of the beast, andwho
gaveworship to his image. 3And the second let whatwas in his vessel come out into the
sea; and it became blood as of a deadman; and every living thing in the sea came to an
end. 4And the third letwhatwas in his vessel come out into the rivers and the fountains
of water; and they became blood. 5And the voice of the angel of the waters came tomy
ears, saying, True andupright is your judging, OHolyOne,who is andwas fromall time:
6For theymade the blood of saints and prophets come out like a stream, and blood have
you given them for drink;which is their right reward. 7Anda voice came from the altar,
saying, Even so, O Lord God, Ruler of all, true and full of righteousness is your judging.
8And the fourth let what was in his vessel come out on the sun; and powerwas given to
it thatmenmight beburnedwithfire. 9Andmenwereburnedwith great heat: and they
said evil things against the name of the Godwhohas authority over these punishments;
and theywere not turned from their evilways to give himglory. 10And thefifth letwhat
was in his vessel come out on the high seat of the beast; and his kingdom was made
dark; and they were biting their tongues for pain. 11And they said evil things against
the God of heaven because of their pain and their wounds; and they were not turned
from their evil works. 12And the sixth let what was in his vessel come out on the great
river Euphrates; and it became dry, so that the way might be made ready for the kings
from the east. 13And I saw coming out of themouth of the dragon, and out of themouth
of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits, like frogs.
14For they are evil spirits, working signs; who go out even to the kings of all the earth, to
get them together to the war of the great day of God, the Ruler of all. 15 (See, I come as a
thief. Happy is hewho iswatching and keeps his robes, so that hemaynot go unclothed,
and his shame be seen.) 16And they got them together into the place which is named in
HebrewArmageddon. 17And the seventh letwhatwas in his vessel come out on the air;
and there came out a great voice from the house of God, from the high seat, saying, It is
done. 18And there were flames and voices and thunders; and there was a great earth-
shock so that never, from the timewhenmenwere on the earth, had there been so great
an earth-shock, so full of power. 19And the great townwas cut into three parts, and the
towns of the nations came to destruction: and Babylon the great came intomind before
God, to be given the cup of the wine of his wrath. 20 And every island went in flight,
and the mountains were seen no longer. 21And great drops of ice, every one about the
weight of a talent, came down out of heaven on men: and men said evil things against
God because of the punishment of the ice-drops; for it is very great.
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17
1And one of the seven angels who had the seven vessels came and said to me, Come

here, so that you may see the judging of the evil woman who is seated on the great
waters; 2With whom the kings of the earth made themselves unclean, and those who
are on the earth were full of the wine of her evil desires. 3 And he took me away in
the Spirit into a waste land: and I saw a woman seated on a bright red beast, full of
evil names, having seven heads and ten horns, 4And the womanwas clothed in purple
and bright red, with ornaments of gold and stones of great price and jewels; and in her
hand was a gold cup full of evil things and her unclean desires; 5And on her browwas
a name, SECRET, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF THE EVIL WOMEN AND OF
THE UNCLEAN THINGS OF THE EARTH. 6And I saw the woman overcome as with the
wine of the blood of the saints, and the blood of those put to death because of Jesus. And
when I saw her, I was overcome with a great wonder. 7And the angel said to me, Why
were you surprised? I will make clear to you the secret of the woman, and of the beast
onwhich she is seated, which has the seven heads and the ten horns. 8The beast which
you saw was, and is not; and is about to come up out of the great deep, and to go into
destruction. And those who are on the earth, whose names have not been put in the
book of life from the first, will be full of wonder when they see the beast, that he was,
and is not, and still will be. 9Here is the mind which has wisdom. The seven heads are
seven mountains, on which the woman is seated: 10And they are seven kings; the five
havecome toanend, theone is, theotherhasnot come; andwhenhecomes, hewill have
to go on for a little time. 11And the beast which was, and is not, is himself the eighth,
and is of the seven; and he goes into destruction. 12And the ten horns which you saw
are ten kings, which still have been given no kingdom; but they are given authority as
kings, with the beast, for one hour. 13 These have one mind, and they give their power
and authority to the beast. 14These will makewar against the Lamb, and the Lambwill
overcome them, because he is the Lord of lords and King of kings; and those who are
with him are named, marked out, and true. 15 And he said to me, The waters which
you saw, where the evil woman is seated, are peoples, and armies, and nations and
languages. 16 And the ten horns which you saw, and the beast, these will be turned
against the evilwoman, andwillmake herwaste anduncovered, andwill take her flesh
for food, andwill have her burnedwith fire. 17Because God has put it in their hearts to
dohis purpose, and to be of onemind, giving their kingdom to thebeast, till thewords of
God have effect and are complete. 18And the woman whom you saw is the great town,
which is ruling over the kings of the earth.

18
1 After these things I saw another angel coming down out of heaven, having great

authority; and the earth was bright with his glory. 2 And he gave a loud cry, saying,
Babylon the great has come down from her high place, she has come to destruction
and has become a place of evil spirits, and of every unclean spirit, and a hole for every
unclean and hated bird. 3 For through the wine of the wrath of her evil desires all the
nations have come to destruction; and the kings of the earthmade themselves unclean
with her, and the traders of the earth had their wealth increased by the power of her
evil ways. 4And another voice from heaven came to my ears, saying, Come out of her,
my people, so that you may have no part in her sins and in her punishments. 5 For her
sins have gone up even to heaven, and God has taken note of her evil-doing. 6Give to
her as she gave, even an increased reward for her works; in the cup which was mixed
by her, let there be mixed as much again for herself. 7As she gave glory to herself, and
becamemore evil in herways, in the samemeasure give her pain andweeping: for she
says in her heart, I am seated here a queen, and am no widow, and will in no way see
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sorrow. 8For this reason in one daywill her troubles come, death and sorrow and need
of food; and she will be completely burned with fire; for strong is the Lord God who is
her judge. 9And the kings of the earth, who made themselves unclean with her, and in
her companygave themselvesup toevil,will beweepingandcryingoverher,when they
see the smoke of her burning, 10Watching from far away, for fear of her punishment,
saying, Sorrow, sorrow for Babylon, the great town, the strong town! for in one hour
you have been judged. 11And the traders of the earth are weeping and crying over her,
because no man has any more desire for their goods, 12Gold, and silver, and stones of
great price, and jewels, and delicate linen, and robes of purple and silk and red; and
perfumed wood, and every vessel of ivory, and every vessel made of fair wood, and
of brass, and iron, and stone; 13 And sweet-smelling plants, and perfumes, and wine,
and oil, and well crushed grain, and cattle and sheep; and horses and carriages and
servants; and souls ofmen. 14And the fruit of your soul's desire has gone fromyou, and
all things delicate and shining have come to an end andwill never again be seen. 15The
traders in these things, by which their wealth was increased, will be watching far off
for fear of her punishment, weeping and crying; 16Saying, Sorrow, sorrow for the great
town, she who was clothed in delicate linen, and purple, and red; with ornaments of
gold and stones of great price and jewels! 17For in one hour such greatwealth has come
to nothing. And every shipmaster, and all who are sailing on the sea, and sailors and all
who get their living by the sea, were watching from far away, 18And crying out when
they sawthe smokeofherburning, saying,What town is like thegreat town? 19And they
put dust on their heads, andwere sad, weeping and crying, and saying, Sorrow, sorrow
for the great town, in which was increased the wealth of all who had their ships on the
sea because of her great stores! for in one hour she is made waste. 20Be glad over her,
heaven, andyousaints, andApostles, andprophets; because shehasbeen judgedbyGod
on your account. 21And a strong angel took up a stone like the great stone with which
grain is crushed, and sent it into the sea, saying, So, with a great fall, will Babylon, the
great town, come to destruction, and will not be seen any more at all. 22And the voice
of players and makers of music will never again be sounding in you: and no worker,
expert in art, will ever again be living in you; and therewill be no sound of the crushing
of grain any more at all in you; 23And never again will the shining of lights be seen in
you; and thevoiceof thenewly-marriedmanand thebridewill neveragainbe sounding
in you: for your traderswere the lords of the earth, andby your evil powerswere all the
nations turned out of the right way. 24And in herwas seen the blood of prophets and of
saints, and of all who have been put to death on the earth.

19
1 After these things there came to my ears a sound like the voice of a great band of

people in heaven, saying, Praise to the Lord; salvation and glory and power be to our
God: 2For trueanduprightarehisdecisions; forbyhimhas theevilwomanbeen judged,
whomade theearthuncleanwith the sinsofherbody; andhehasgivenherpunishment
for the blood of his servants. 3And again they said, Praise to the Lord. And her smoke
went up for ever and ever. 4And the four and twenty rulers and the four beasts went
down on their faces and gave worship to God who was seated on the high seat, saying,
Even so, praise to the Lord. 5And a voice came from the high seat, saying, Give praise
to our God, all you his servants, small and great, inwhom is the fear of him. 6And there
came tomyears thevoiceof a great army, like the soundofwaters, and the soundof loud
thunders, saying, Praise to theLord: for theLordourGod, Ruler of all, is King. 7Let usbe
gladwith delight, and let us give glory to him: because the time is come for the Lamb to
bemarried, and his wife hasmade herself ready. 8And to her it was given to be clothed
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in delicate linen, clean and shining: for the clean linen is the righteousness of the saints.
9Andhe said tome, Put in the book, Happy are the guests at the bride-feast of the Lamb.
And he said tome, These are the true words of God. 10And I went onmy face before his
feet to give him worship. And he said to me, See you do it not: I am a brother-servant
with you and with your brothers who keep the witness of Jesus: give worship to God:
for the witness of Jesus is the spirit of the prophet's word. 11And the heaven was open;
and I saw awhite horse, and hewhowas seated on it was named Certain and True; and
he is judging and making war in righteousness. 12And his eyes are a flame of fire, and
crowns are on his head; and he has a name inwriting, of which noman has knowledge
but himself. 13Andhe is clothed in a robewashedwith blood: andhis name is TheWord
of God. 14And the armies which are in heaven went after him onwhite horses, clothed
in delicate linen, white and clean. 15And out of his mouth comes a sharp sword, with
which he overcomes the nations: and he has rule over themwith a rod of iron: and he
is crushingwith his feet the grapes of the strongwrath of God the Ruler of all. 16And on
his robe and onhis leg is a name, KINGOFKINGS, ANDLORDOFLORDS. 17And I sawan
angel taking his place in the sun; and he was crying with a loud voice, saying to all the
birds in flight in the heavens, Come together to the great feast of God; 18So that youmay
take for your food the flesh of kings, and of captains, and of strong men, and of horses
and of those who are seated on them, and the flesh of all men, free and unfree, small
and great. 19 And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, come
together to make war against him who was seated on the horse and against his army.
20 And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet who did the signs before
him, by which they were turned from the true way who had themark of the beast, and
who gave worship to his image: these two were put living into the sea of ever-burning
fire. 21And the restwere put to deathwith the sword of himwhowas on the horse, even
the sword which came out of his mouth: and all the birds were made full with their
flesh.

20
1 And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key of the great deep

and a great chain in his hand. 2And he took the dragon, the old snake, which is the Evil
One and Satan, and put chains on him for a thousand years, 3Andput him into the great
deep, and it was shut and locked over him, so that he might put the nations in error no
longer, till the thousand years were ended: after this hewill be let loose for a little time.
4And I sawhigh seats, and theywere seated on them, and the right of judgingwas given
to them: and I saw the souls of thosewhowere put to death for thewitness of Jesus, and
for thewordofGod, and thosewhodidnot giveworship to thebeast, or tohis image, and
hadnot hismark on their brows or on their hands; and theywere living and rulingwith
Christ a thousandyears. 5The rest of thedeaddidnot come to life again till the thousand
years were ended. This is the first coming back from the dead. 6Happy and holy is he
who has a part in this first coming: over these the second death has no authority, but
they will be priests of God and of Christ, and will be ruling with him a thousand years.
7Andwhen the thousand years are ended, Satanwill be let loose out of his prison, 8And
will goout toput inerror thenationswhichare in the fourquarters of theearth, Gogand
Magog, to get them together to thewar, the number of whom is like the sands of the sea.
9And they went up over the face of the earth, and made a circle about the tents of the
saints, and thewell loved town: andfire camedownout of heaven for their destruction.
10And the Evil One who put them in error was sent down into the sea of ever-burning
fire,where the beast and the false prophet are, and their punishmentwill go onday and
night for ever and ever. 11And I saw a great white seat, and him who was seated on it,
before whose face the earth and the heaven went in flight; and there was no place for
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them. 12And I saw the dead, great and small, taking their places before the high seat;
and the bookswere open, and another bookwas open, which is the book of life; and the
deadwere judgedby the thingswhichwere in thebooks, evenby theirworks. 13And the
sea gave up the deadwhichwere in it; and death andHell gave up the deadwhichwere
in them; and theywere judged everyman by his works. 14And death andHell were put
into the sea of fire. This is the second death, even the sea of fire. 15And if anyone's name
was not in the book of life, he went down into the sea of fire.

21
1And I sawanewheavenandanewearth: for thefirstheavenand thefirst earthwere

gone; and there was no more sea. 2 And I saw the holy town, new Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven fromGod, like a bridemade beautiful for her husband. 3And there
came to my ears a great voice out of the high seat, saying, See, the Tent of God is with
men, and he will make his living-place with them, and they will be his people, and God
himselfwill bewith them, andbe theirGod. 4Andhewill put anend toall theirweeping;
and there will be no more death, or sorrow, or crying, or pain; for the first things have
come to an end. 5 And he who is seated on the high seat said, See, I make all things
new. And he said, Put it in the book; for these words are certain and true. 6 And he
said to me, It is done. I am the First and the Last, the start and the end. I will freely
give of the fountain of the water of life to himwho is in need. 7Hewho overcomes will
have these things for his heritage; and I will be his God, and he will be my son. 8 But
those who are full of fear and without faith, the unclean and takers of life, those who
do the sins of the flesh, and those who make use of evil powers or who give worship
to images, and all those who are false, will have their part in the sea of ever-burning
fire which is the second death. 9And one of the seven angels who had the seven vessels
in which were the seven last punishments, came and said to me, Come here, and see
the bride, the Lamb's wife. 10 And he took me away in the Spirit to a great and high
mountain, and let me see the holy town Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from
God, 11Having the glory of God: and her light was like a stone of great price, a jasper
stone, clear as glass: 12 She had a wall great and high, with twelve doors, and at the
doors twelve angels; and names on them, which are the names of the twelve tribes of
the children of Israel. 13Andon the eastwere three doors; and on the north three doors;
and on the south three doors; and on the west three doors. 14And the wall of the town
had twelve bases, and on them the twelve names of the twelve Apostles of the Lamb.
15Andhewhowas talkingwithme had a goldmeasuring-rod to take themeasure of the
town, and of its doors, and its wall. 16And the town is square, as wide as it is long; and
he took the measure of the townwith the rod, one thousand and five hundredmiles: it
is equally long and wide and high. 17And he took the measure of its wall, one hundred
and forty-four cubits, after themeasureof aman, that is, of anangel. 18And thebuilding
of its wall was of jasper, and the town was clear gold, clear as glass. 19The bases of the
wall of the townhadornaments of all sorts of beautiful stones. Thefirst basewas jasper;
the second, sapphire; the third, chalcedony; the fourth, emerald; 20The fifth, sardonyx;
the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, topaz; the tenth,
chrysoprase; the eleventh, jacinth; the twelfth, amethyst. 21And the twelve doors were
twelve pearls; every door was made of one pearl; and the street of the town was clear
gold, as clear as glass. 22And I saw no Temple there; because the Lord God, the Ruler of
all, and the Lambare its Temple. 23And the townhas no need of the sun, or of themoon,
to give it light: for the glory of God did make it light, and the light of it is the Lamb.
24And the nations will go in its light: and the kings of the earthwill take their glory into
it. 25And the doors of it will never be shut by day (for there is no night there): 26And
the glory and honour of the nationswill come into it: 27And nothing uncleanmay come
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into it, or anyone whose works are cursed or false; but only those whose names are in
the Lamb's book of life.

22
1And I sawariver ofwater of life, clear as glass, comingout of thehigh seat ofGodand

of the Lamb, 2 In the middle of its street. And on this side of the river and on that was
the tree of life, having twelve sorts of fruits, giving its fruit everymonth; and the leaves
of the tree give life to the nations. 3And there will be no more curse: and the high seat
of God and of the Lamb will be there; and his servants will be worshipping him; 4And
they will see his face; and his name will be on their brows. 5And there will be nomore
night; and they have no need of a light or of the shining of the sun; for the Lord Godwill
give them light: and they will be ruling for ever and ever. 6 And he said to me, These
words are certain and true: and the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, sent
his angel to make clear to his servants the things which are now to come about. 7 See, I
come quickly. A blessing on himwho keeps thewords of this book of the prophet. 8And
I, John, am hewho saw these things and towhose ears they came. Andwhen I had seen
and given ear, I went downonmy face to giveworship at the feet of the angelwhomade
these things clear to me. 9And he said to me, See you do it not; I am a brother-servant
with you and with your brothers the prophets, and with those who keep the words of
this book: give worship to God. 10And he said tome, Let not the words of this prophet's
book be kept secret, because the time is near. 11 Let the evil man go on in his evil: and
let the unclean be still unclean: and let the upright go on in his righteousness: and let
the holy be holy still. 12 See, I come quickly; andmy reward is with me, to give to every
man the outcome of his works. 13 I am the First and the Last, the start and the end. 14A
blessing on those whose robes are washed, so that they may have a right to the tree of
life, and may go in by the doors into the town. 15Outside are the dogs, and those who
makeuseof evil powers, thosewhomake themselvesunclean, and the takers of life, and
those who give worship to images, and everyone whose delight is in what is false. 16 I,
Jesus, have sentmy angel to givewitness to you of these things in the churches. I am the
root and the offspring of David, the bright and morning star. 17And the Spirit and the
bride say, Come. And let himwho gives ear, say, Come. And let himwho is in need come;
and let everyone desiring it take of the water of life freely. 18 For I say to every man to
whose ears have come the words of this prophet's book, If any manmakes an addition
to them, Godwill put on him the punishmentswhich are in this book: 19And if anyman
takes away from thewords of this book, Godwill take away fromhimhis part in the tree
of life and theholy town, even the thingswhich are in this book. 20Hewhogiveswitness
to these things says, Truly, I come quickly. Even so come, Lord Jesus. 21The grace of the
Lord Jesus be with the saints. So be it.
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